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IJVDEX 


TO  THE  JSEVENTH  VOLUME  OF  THE  CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBE. 


SENATE. 


I  Abatemeat  of  sails,  in  which  th?  ^"xvV  '>r<^olambia  is  a  party.  Bill  to  pre- 

T«ni  ihe 164 

Atiblitionists.  Memorial  of  the  citizens  oi  ihe  District  of  Columbia  remon- 

stratlDg  af^ainst  the  coorse  of  the,  and  debate 177 

AboUtioa  of  slavery  in  the  District  of  Culainbia,and  against  the  admission 
of  any  new  Sia'e  into  the  Union  whose  constiiation  tolerates 

slavery.  Petitions  for  the 91,137,173,207,208,234 

Joint  resolmjon  of  ibe  Legislatare  of  Verniunt  aga inst  the  annexa- 

I  tion  of  Texas  to  the  Cfnion,  and  for  the,  and  debate 109 

I  See  Slavery, 

Adams,  John  Gl.  of  Massachnsetts.  His  communication  to  the  President  of 
ihe  Senate,  enclosing  copies  of  the  Memoirs  and  Writing  of  Gene- 
ral L^ayette,  at  the  reqaest  of  Geo.  Washington  Lalayette  and 

family 2 

Agriealcare.    Reports  from  the  Committee  on 95, 234 

Alabama.    See  Land  TiHes—Land  Claims. 

Bill  to  establish  an  additional  land  district  in 18, 19, 22,  27, 37 

Bill  to  relinquish  to  the  State  of,  the  2  per  cent,  fund  reserved 
by  the  act  providing  for  her  admission  into  the  Union,  to  be 
applied  to  the  makmg  of  roads  leading  to  said  State,  26,  46,  63 

68,  69 
Bill  to  reorganize  the  district  courts  of  the  United  States  in..  114, 
I  139, 145 

I  Bill  to  relinquish  the  reversionary  interest  of  the  United  States 

to  a  certain  reservation  in 174 

Alabama,  Florida  and  Georgia  Railroad  Company.    Bill  for  the  benefit  of 

the  (see  railroad  iron) 22,26, 1S6,  159 

Alexander,  Mira.  Bill  for  the  reUef  of 202,207 

Allen,  William,  of  Ohio,..l,  26,  47,63,  68, 81, 103,  106,  109, 126, 141, 149, 173, 
188,  190,  196,  199,  200,  206,  210, 234,  238,  245,  247,  248 

Resolmions  submitted  by 81, 103, 196, 199,238 

His  remarirs  on  the  civil  and  diplomatic  bill 47 

His  remarks  on  the  bill  to  incGii)orate  the  Washington  Male  Or- 
phan Asylum  and  Manual  Labor  School 245 

Appropriation?,  bills,  Ac.  To  complete  certain  militaiy  roads  in  Arkansas,  19, 22 
For  the  support  of  the  Penitentiary  of  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia  19, 23, 48, 103,107 

For  the  purchase  of  a  site  for  a  magazine  and  keeper's 

house  m  the  City  of  Washington 19, 22 

For  the  completion  of  certain  roads  begun  by  the  United 

States  in  the  State  of  Michigan 19,22,25 

For  the  continuation  of  the  Cumberland  road,  in  the  States 

of  Ohio,  Indiana  and  Illinois 26,  :W,  63,  132, 133,  136 

For  the  erection  of  a  free  biidge  across  the  Eastern  Branch 

of  the  Potomac,  City  of  Washington 33,  36,  136,  200 

In  part,  for  the  support  of  the  Gove ro men t  for  the  years 

1838  and  1839,"  and  debate 37, 42,  43,  44,  45,  46,  47,  59 

For  the  improvement  of  the  harbor  of  Milwaukee,  in  the 

i  Territory  of  Wisconsin 176 

L  For  the  support  of  the  army  for  the  year  1839 193, 230, 234 

I  For  certain  military  and  geographical  surveys 207 

f  For  the  naval  service  for  the  year  1839 207,  218,  221,  226 

For  the  erection  of  public  buildings  in  Florida 208 

For  lighi-houses,  light  boats,  beacons  and  buoys 221,  226 

For  the  protection  of  the  northern  and  northeastern  frontier,  234, 

238 
For  the  .suppression  of  Indian  hostilities  fur  the  year  1839, 234, 

235 
For  the  civil  and  diplomatic  expenses  of  Government  for 

year  1839 234,235,237,238,246 

For  the  <»rection  of  a  fire-proof  building  for  the  Post  Office 

Department 245 

See  Pensions. 
Arkansas.      See  Ltand  Claims, 

Bill  for  the  relief  of  sundry  citizens  of,  who  have  lust  their  im- 
provements in  consequence  of  a  treaty  between  the  United 

States  and  the  Choctaw  Indians 19, 22, 48, 103,  113 

Bill  making  appropriations  to  complete  certain  military  roads 

in ...:.... :. ..19,22,182 

Bill  to  settle  the  title  to  a  certain  tract  of  land  in ?..22, 26 


Arkansas.      Bill  to  authorize  the  inhabitants  of  a  certain  township  in,  to 
surrender  their  school  section,  and  enter  other  land  m  lieu 

thereof 49,52,  92,221,296 

Bill  to  authorize  the  location  of  pre  emption  certificates  given 
by  the  Register  of  the  Public  Lands  at  Batesville,  on  any 

public  lands  in  that  State 52,  92, 2v!l,  226 

Bill  in  relation  to  certain  railwavs  in  the  State  of 140 

Army.    An  act  making  appropriations  for  the  support  of  the,  for  the  year 

1839............ .r .....193,230,234 

Arts.    Bill  in  addition  to  the  act  to  promote  the  useful 15 ',  202,  205 

Awards.  Bill  allowing  equitable  commissions  to  agents  for  persons  in 
whose  favor  awards  have  been  made  under  treaties  with  foreign 
powers,  and  which  have  been  retained  in  the  Treasury  in  pa}'- 
ment  of  debts  due  the  United  States 81, 218,  221 

B. 

Banks.    See  Wisconsin. 

Mr.  Tallmadge's  resolution  proposing  to  select  State,  as  deposito- 
ries of  the  Government  funds 141 

Bimk  of  Columbia.    See  Abatement  of  Suits. 

of  the  United  States.    See  Bivcs — IVeasury. 
Bankrupts.    Bill  for  the  relief  of  parties  interested  in  the  unsettled  estates 

of  persons  proceeded  against  as 221 

Baron,  Com.  James.    The  petition  of 18 

Bayard,  Richard  H.,  of  Delaware,  1, 2, 3, 19, 20, 110, 125, 126, 127, 129, 133, 162, 

164,200,207,210,214,221 

Benton»  Thomas  H.,  of  Missouri  ...  18,  29,  30,  33,  36, 41,  42,  44,  45,  47,  48, 49, 

51,63,68,©), 81,  92,  95,  97,  98,  103,  107,110,  111,  112,  114,  127,  128, 

130, 133,  136, 138,  140, 141. 142, 143,  145,  14«,  149,  157,  15H,  159,  162. 

164,  172,  174,  181,  189,  193,  199,  200,  202,  204,  20.'),  207,  iMO,  214,  216, 

225,  229,  234,  235,  237,  238,  240,  £45,  246,  247 

Resolutions  submitted  by 36,  49,  51,  92,  98,  102,  208,  -2-J5,  237 

His  remarks  on  the  bill  to  postpone  the  fourth  ii«sta>meni  uf  th  •  '!e- 

posites  with  the  Slates 30 

His  remarks  on  the  bill  graduating  and  reducing  the  price  of  the 

public  lands .63,  98, 110,  112,  114 

His  report  on  said  bill 36 

His  remarks  on. the  civil  and  diplomatic  bill 42,  44,  45,  47 

His  remarks  on  the  salt  duties,  and  propo.>iiion  to  print  certain 

documents  relating  to  salt 69,  82,  83,  85 

His  remarks  on  preseming  the  petition  of  Helena  America  Ves- 
pucci, of  Florence,  descendant  of  the  c<;lebraied  Americus  Ves- 

puccius 156 

His  resolution  relating  to  the  disposition  of  t!.:  proceeds  from  the 

public  lands 143,  158 

His  remarks  in  relaiio'i  to  a  certain  debate  on  the  compromise  act, 
and  the  lefer  of  the  Hon.  Mahlon  Dif:ker.son-,  detailing  a  history 

of  that  act,  and  the  debate  upon  the  same 182,  183 

His  remarks  on  the  bill  givin^'  tbe  President  cf  the  United  Staicf. 
additional  powers  for  the  defence  of  ihe  LTnireJ  Sin'es,  in  ceiinin 


cases,  ag.imst  invasion.. 


.238 


uvuitiui] • ; 

His  remarks  on  the  civil  and  diplomatic  bill,  and  on  the  proposi- 
tion to  strike  out  the  appropriation  lo  the  Documentary  IJisiory 

of  the  Revolution 237,  2Cb 

His  remarks  on  the  resolution  for  the  distribution  of  the  Ma<Mpon 

P ape rs 246, 24  7,  2 18 

Bequest.    See  Smtthson^  James. 

Bills  reported  16,  17,  18,  19,  20.  22.  25,26,  29,3,3,36,  37,4-2,  18.  19,  51,  52,  58,  61, 
63,  67,  68,  69,  81,  92,  95,  97,  99.  103,  107,  112,  113,  120,  125,  127,  129,  132, 
136,  \^,  140,  141,  143,  145, 140,  149,  157,  158,  159,  160,  161,  162,  164,  168, 
172,  174,  170,  179,  180,  182,  188,  190,  193,  196,  197,  199. 202,  205,  207,  208, 

210,214,216,221,225,229 

Bills  passed .  .20,  22,  37,  50.  59,  68,  69, 70,  92, 103,  107, 110,  127,  129,  136,  139, 

141,  143,  146,  159,  164,  168,  174.  177,  179, 194,  197,  199,  202,  205, 209,  210, 

*  214,216,221,226,230,235,238,245 

Bills  rejected 37,176,200,205,207,221 

Blair  and  Rives  elected  printers  to  the  Senate 226 

Bonds.    See  DebeTdure  Bands. 

Bounty  Land.  Bill  to  set  apart  a  certain  quautitv  of  land  on  the  western 
borders  of  Arkansas  as,  for  those  who  shall  engage  in 
the  defence  of  the  western  fl-omier...«*...^ 18,92 
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Bounty  Land.    Bill  to  revive  an  act  authorizing  certain  soldiers  of  the  late 
war  to  surrender  the,  drawn  by  them,  and  to  locate 

others  in  lieu  thereof 218, 821 

Brahan,  John,  late  receiver  of  the  public  money  at  Huntsville,  Alabama. 

Bill  for  the  relief  of 16,17,  19,36,37 

Brevet  officers.    An  act  to  amend  an  act  entitled,  an  Act  regulating  the  pay 

and  emoluments  of 199,  235 

Bridge,  Potomac.    See  District  of  Columbia. 

Brig  Despatch.    Bill  for  the  relief  of  the  owners  of  tiie 26,  36,  63,  68 

Brown,  Bedlbnl,  of  North  Carolina 9,  32,  36,  37,  49,  52,  59, 107. 13^,  159, 

21^,227,229 
His  remarks  on  the  bill  to  postpone  the  fourth  instalment  of  the 

deposiies  with  the  States o2,  37 

His  remarks  on  the  North  Carolina  Resolutions 116, 119,  120 

His  remarks  on  the  Norih  Carolina  resolutions,  representing 

the  scarcity  of  specie  change  in  that  State 168 

B uchanan,  James,  of  Peimsylvania ....  1 ,  17, 1 8,  20,  25,  4 1 ,  42 ,  44, 46,  48, 92,  95, 
97,  101,  103,  110,  111,  112,  114,  127,  128,  130,  132,  135,  142,  149, 
157,  158,  159,  160,  164,  108,  172,  179,  180,  199,  207,  221,  223,  234, 

238,245 

Resolutions  submitted  by 48 

His  remarks  on  the  bill  lor  the  reduction  and  graduation  of  the 

price  of  the  public  lands 1 10, 1 12,  1 14,  130 

Hi.»<  remarks  on  the  civil  and  diplomatic  bill 44,  4^ 

His  remarks  on  the  bill  to  prevent  the  interference  of  Federal 

officers  in  elections 139, 194 

His  report  from  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs  in  relation  to 

the  difficulties  on  the  Maine  frontier 229 

His  remarks  on  the  bill  givin*  the  President  of  the  United  States 
additional  powers  for  the  defence  of  the  United  States  in  cer- 
tain cases 238,239 

His  remarks  on  the  proposition  to  admit  reporters  to  seats  in  the 

Senate 101 

Calhoun,  John  C.  of  South  Carolina ....  1 ,  17,  22,  29,  43,  44,  49,  51,  59,  61, 67, 

m,  70,98,  111,  112,  114,  127,  128,  130,  133, 136,  149,  162,  166,  200, 

202,  204, 207,  210,  214,  216,  227,  234,  238 

Rex)lulion  submitted  by 162 

His  remarks  on  the  bill  toposipone  the  fourth  instalment  of  de- 

posites  with  the  States 29, 31 

His  remarks  on  ihe  civil  and  diplomatic  bill 43,  44, 59 

His  remarks  on  salt  duties,  and  on  the  proposition  to  print  cer- 
tain documents  relating  to 84 

His  remarks  on  Mr.  Rives's  resolution  of  inquiry  into  certain 
transactions  between  the  United  States  Banic  and  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury 55 

His  remarks  on  the  Vermont  resolutions,  for  the  abolition  of 

slavery,  and  against  the  annexation  of  Texas  to  the  Union ....  109 
His  remarks  on  the  memorial  o(  the  citizens  of  the  District  of 
Columbia,  remonstrating  against  the  movements  of  the  aboli- 
tionists, and  commending  Mr.  Clay  for  his  course  in  reference 

to  said  memorial 177 

His  remarks  on  the  bill  to  secure  the  public  money  and  to  pun- 
ish defanliers 202 

His  remarks  on  the  civil  and  diplomatic  bill,  and  on  the  proposi- 
tion to  strike  therefrom  the  appropriation  to  the  Documentary 

History  ofthe  Resolution 238 

His  remarks  on  xXvd  bill  to  graduate  and  reduce  the  price  of  the 

public  lands 127,130 

His  remarks  on  the  bill  authorizing  the  President  to  caoie  the 

reserved  lead  mines  to  be  sold 70 

Canals.    See  Michigan  C. 

Canal  Companies.    See  the  Mississippi  arid  Rock  River-- Partage^Chesa- 

peake  and  Ohio. 
Capitol  (brick.)     An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  trustees  of  the,  in  Washing- 
ton City..... 188,  125 

Caialo?ne.— '^"ee  Librarian. 

Cen<;us.    Bill  to  provide  for  taking  the  sixth,  or  enumeration  ofthe  iuhabi- 

ir.rts  of  the  United  Slates 245 

Certificates  of  deposiie.    Joint  resolution  to  authorize  the  Treasurer  ofthe 

United  Stales  to  issue,  in  lieu  ot  others  to  he  cancelled 188,  190, 193 

Chaplains.    The  election  of. 16,  20 

Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal  Company.   Bill  to  transfer,  on  certain  condi- 
tions, to  the  State  of  Maryland,  the  stock  held  by  the  Gov<^rnment  in  the.  102 

.  103 

Claims.    See  Revolutionary. 

Resolutions  of  instruction  to  the  Committee  of. 23,  141 

Bills  reported  from  the  Committee  of. . .  .25,  33,  48,  97,  107, 112, 125, 
127,  129,  138,  157,  158,  162,  172,  179,  188,205,  208, 225 

Reports,  on  iniscellaneous  subjects,  by  the  Committee  of 107, 113, 

126, 136,  138,  140, 145,  157,  159, 172, 177,227 
Claims  against  the  United  Slates.    Bill  to  establish  a  boaird  of  commission- 
ers to  hear  and  examine 18^  179,  214,  216 

Bill  to  provide  for  the  final  settlement  and  payment  of  claims  ofthe 
States,  for  interest  on  advances  made  by  them  during  the  last 

war  with  Great  Britain -. 26 

Bill  for  the  sclllemeni  ofthe  claims  of  New  Hampshire 193 

Claims  of  the  United  Slates.     Bill  to  authorize  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury to  compromise  ihe,  against  Jno.  W.  Kamey  and  William 

McFarland  and  sureties 149 

An  aci  to  authorize  ihe  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  compromise, 

against  certain  banks , 188, 193 

Clay,  Henry,  of  Kentucky  ....  18,  20,  22,  26,  2^^ 29,  36,  37,  63,  67,91, 92, 95, 98, 
10^,  103,  107,  110,  112,  114, 127,  130,  133,  142,  145,  159,  162,  196,  902,  ♦ 

205,  209,  223 


Clay,  Henry,  of  Ky.    Resolution  submitted  by ^ 119 

Uis  remarks  on  the  bill  to  posipone  tht  fourth  instalment  ofthe  depo- 

sites  with  the  States 99,  3i 

His  remarks  on  the  North  Carolina  resolniions,  against  the  policy  of 

Mr.  Van  Buren's  administration 418 

His  remarks  on  the  North  Carolina  resolutions  representing  the  iKrant 

of  specie  change  in  that  State 166 

His  remarks  explanatory  of  his  course  on  the  late  compromise  act ....  166 
His  remarks  on  the  presentation  of  the  memorial  of  the  citizens  of  the 
District  of  Columbia  remonstrating  against  the  movements  of  the 

abolitionists 183 

His  remarks  on  the  bill  to  graduate  and  reduce  the  price  ofthe  public 

lands 26,63,98,  103,  107,110,113,  127,  130 

Clay,  Clement  C.  of  Alabama ...  .2, 3,  9, 16,  17,  18,  19, 22,  23,  26,  28, 33,  37,  38, 
48, 49,  61,  63,  67, 68,  70,  81, 85,  91,  92,  95, 98, 102, 103, 106, 107, 1  lO,  II I, 
112, 114,  120,  121,  125,  127,  128,  132,  133,  138,  139,  141,  142,  14S^  156, 
158,  159,  162,  168,  174,  179,  180, 182,  196,  202,  207, 214,  218.  323,  229, 

2^4,  2^5,  237,  238,  2*,  2#^ 

Resolutions  submitted  by 22, 28,  38, 49,  68,  92,  112,  127,  141,  179,  299 

His  remarks  on  salt  duties,  and  on  a  proposition  to  print  cert«tin 

documents  relating  to 83,  84,  85, 

His  remarks. on  the  anti-duellinz  bill 138,  139 

His  remarks  on  the  bill  to  incor-?©rate  the  Washington  Male  Orphan 

Asylum  and  Manual  Labor  School 245^  046 

His  remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  graduation  and  reduction  of  the  price 

of  the  public  lands 26, 63, 98, 103, 107. 110, 1 14,  121 

His  remarks  on  the  bill  to  authorize  the  President  of  the  United 

States  to  cause  the  reserved  lead  mines  to  be  sold 10 

Clayton,  Thomas,  of  Delaware 1,  29,  69,  158 

Clerks  in  the  Adjutant  and  Inspector  General's  office.    Bill  to  fix  the  com- 
pensation of. 58,  194,  W7 

in  the  office  of  the  Second  Auditor  ofthe  Treasury.    Bill  for  the 

relief  of. 194 

See  Post  Office  Department—Indian  Affairs. 
Coins,  foreign.    Bill  to  prevent  the  counterfeiting  of,  and  for  the  punish- 
ment thereof 17,19,25,37,50,^3,139 

Columbian  Collee^e.  Bill  supplementary  to  the  act  granting  lots  to  the,  in  (he 

District  of  Columbia 177,  300,  9W 

Commerce.    Resolutions  uf  instruction  to  the  Committee  on . .  20, 22,  23,  36,  SB, 

36,  51,  63,  68.  93,  111,  121,  128,  179,  191 
Bills  reported  from  the  Committee  on.. 68,  146,  161,  176,  177,  188, 

193,  202, 205, 216,  321,  395 

Reports  by  the  Committee  on 308, 837 

Committees,  Standing,  the  appointment  of,  and  debate 2,  3,  16,  17,  18 

Compromise  act.    See  Benton. 

Commercial  intercourse  of  the  United  Stales  vith  foreign  nations 36, 49 

Commissionenr.   See  Land  Titles. 
Commissions  to  ag-ents.    See  Awards. 

Concordia,  in  Louisiana.    Bill  to  transfer  to  the  citizens  of  the  Parish  of. 
the  interest  of  the  United  States  to  a  certain  tract  of  land. .  19,  22,145, 164, 168 


Copeland,  Capt.  Jesse.    An  act  authorizing  the  settlement  of  the  accounts 


of.. 


199 


Copyrights.    Bill  to  amend  the  several  acts  in  relation  to 39,  37 

Courts,  District.   See  Jackson — Mississippi — Alabama. 
Criminal.   See  District  of  Cohmbia. 
Circuit.   See  District  of  Columbia^New  York— Michigan. 
Counterfeiting.    Sec  Coins. 

Crittenden,  John  J.  of  Kentucky,  1, 16,  17,  19,  42, 47, 55,  58,  59,  68, 103,  107,139. 
160, 162, 168,  179, 196,197,  199,202,  207,210,216,221,226,  S34,  945 

Resolutions  submitted  by . , 160,  163 

His  remarks  on  the  bill  to  graduate  and  reduce  the  price  of  the 

public  lands 1V7 

His  remarKs  on  the  bill  to  prevent  the  interference  of  Federal 

officers  in  elections 189,  197 

Grimes  against  the  United  States.    An  act  more  eflfectualiy  to  provide  for 

the  punishment  of  certain 17,  19,  S5,  37,  50 

Cumberland  Road.   Bill  making  appropriations  for  the  continuation  of  the, 
in  the  States  of  Ohio,  Indiana  and  Illinois,  and  debate .  .26, 38, 63, 13d,  133, 136 

Cumberland  Road.  Resolutions  relating  to  the. ...  i 145 

Cuthbert,  Alfred,  of  Georgia 116,  190,  *237 

His  remaiks  on  the  bill  to  prevent  the  interference  of  Fctieral  offi- 
cers in  elections 189,900,a07 

His  opposition  to  record  his  vo!e  on  the  bill  for  the  defence  of  the 

United  Slates  against  invasion ^^ 

D. 
Davis,  John,  of  Massachusetts ....  1, 19,  20, 22,  23,  25, 26,  36, 38,  43,  44,  48,  49, 
52,  58.  59,  67. 103,  110,  111,  113,  120.  128,  132,  136,  143,  148,  14^  J^Z 
158,  160,  179, 182,  196,  200,  202,  205,  207,  216,  218, 221,  223,  227,  230, 
'       ,        ,        ,        .       .  234,337,338,246 

Re.M)lutions  submiiled  by 20, 179,  21C^  S»7 

His  remarks  on  the  civil  and  diplomatic  bill 43,  44,  59    . 

His  remarks  on  the  salt  duties,  and  on  the  proposition  to  P^int  certain 

documents  relating  to  salt -^ 

His  remarks  in  relation  to  the  late  compromise  act. . , ^^ 

Debeniare  Bonds    A  bill  to  authorize  the  cancelling  certa^v.  o^^^***^lS^  <.«• 

tionofcoal ......'    • Wl,«ft 

Defalcations  i 


upon  the  same, 
Defence.    See  JhYontiefs, 


An  act  giving  to  the  Pre^i^<VvYv\*^^^^ 


the  United  S:nre?,  in  eas^^ 


■^"^^'» 


^^'S 


Hi 
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Mbnce.  Bdr.  Benton's  re9oIntion  reqaestlD?  the  Presi<(ent  of  the  United 
SmIcsIo  rtpoTt  to  the  next  Congress  the  coniUtion  of  the  military 

and  naral '2'M 

Depositee  of  the  public  money :f.    Bill  to  postpone  the  fourth  iDstalment  of 

the,  with  the  States,  and  debate  on  the  same . .  *29, 30,  31, 3*2, 33,  37,  50 

The  disposition  of  the,  by  the  States 199 

DiekcrsoD,  Mahlon.    His  letter  explicative  of  the  manner  in  which  the  late 
*'  compromise  act  was  introduced  into  the  House,  and  the  debate 

upon  the  same 182 

Ditfrict  Jodges  of  the  United  States.    Bill  tixing  the  salaries  of  certain 107 

fitstrict  of  Uolambia.    See  DwUifig-'Abolilion — and  Abolitionists. 

Bill  making  appropriation  for  the  support  of  the  penitentiary 

flf  the 19,  22,48,103,107 

Bill  making  appropriation  for  the  purchase  of  a  site  for  a  maga- 
zine and  keeper'shoose,  in  the  Cilv  of  Washington 19,  22 

Bill  making  an  appropriation  for  the  erection  of  a  free  bridee 
acrtiss  the  Eastern  branch  of  the  Potomac,  in  the  City  of  Wash- 
ington  33,36,136,200 

Joint  resolmion  directing  the  wanner  in  which  certain  laws  of  the, 

Jihall  be  executed 36,  127, 159 

Bill  to  amend  the  act  to  establish  a  criminal  court  in  the 48,  107, 

114,  125 
Bill  to  extend  the  jurisdiction  of  the  corporation  of  the  City  of 

Washington  over  the  Potomac  bridge 51 ,  1 10,  200,  202 

Bill  for  the  erection  of  a  new  jail  in  the  City  ol  Washington ...  .51, 

207,  210 
Bill  to  explain  and  limit  the  powers  of  the  circuit  court  of  the.  .69, 

218,  221 
Bill  concerning  the  estates  of  idiots,  lunatics,  and  infants,  in  the. . .  110 
Bill  aothorizing  the  Mayor  of  the  City  of  Washington  to  execute 

deeds  to  certain  citizens  thereof 127 

Bill  to  incorporate  the  Washington  Manual  Labor  School  and 

Male  Orphan  Asylum 140,  200, 245,  246 

Bill  to  incorporate  the  Washington  Silk  Company 140,  200 

Joint  resolution  authorizing  the  opening  of  an  alley,  and  the  exe- 
cution of  certain  deeds,  in  the  City  of  Washington 200,  202 

Bill  to  incorporate  the  Gteorgctown  College,  in  the 174,  200, 202 

Bill  supplementary  to  the  act  granting  lots  to  the  Columbian  Col- 
lege, in  the 1 77,  200,  202 

Bills  reported  from  the  Committee  on  the 48, 110,  127, 136, 140 

Resolutions  of  instruction  to  the  Committee  on  the 95,  103 

Reports  by  the  Committee  on  the 127,  174 

Docnmentary  History  of  the  United  States.     Proposition  to  strike  out 

the  appropriation  for  the 235, 246 

Mr.  Benton's  remarks  upon  the 237,  238,  246 

Dubuque,  Jalien.    See  Land  Claims. 

J^dliDg.    Bill  to  prohibit  the  giving  or  accepting,  within  the.  District  of 
Colambta,  a  challenge  to  fight  a  duel,  and  for  the  punishment  thereof. .  17, 

58,  138,  139,  141 
Duties.    See  SaU. 

Bill  to  allow  a  drawback  of  duties  on  merchandise  imported  via 

Missouri  to  the  provinces  of  Mexico 158 

E. 
Elections.    Bill  to  prevent  the  interference  of  Federal  officers  in  —  59,  63, 160, 

179,  183,  189,  22(> 
Mr.  Rives's  substitute  for  said  bill ....  189,  191,  194, 197,  2tK»,  207, 

210,  221 

broiled  bills.    Committee  on Gl 

^^,  James  P.,  the  meieorolog[ist.    The  petition  of  praying  Congiess  to 
-    reward  him  il  he  succeed  in  causing  it  to  rain,  through  an  experiment 
at  his  own  expense,  and  debate 41,  42 

P.  11 

Ftloiftoth  and  Alexandria  Rail  Road  Company.    Bill  giving  the  a^ent 
of  Congress  to  an  act  of  the  State  of  Virginia  incorporating  the  —  49,  110 

Pioaiice,    Resolations  of  instruction  to  the  Committee  on 141,  160 

Bills  and  resolutions  reported  by  the  Committee  on. .  19,  29,  36,  42, 

81,  127,  129,  136, 168,  176,  179,  193,  207, 208,  216,  221,  234 

Reports  by  the  Committee  on,  on  miscellaneous  subjects. . .  127,  129, 

136,193,208,216 

Fialnees.    Annual  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  on  the 9 

Financial  policy  of  the  Government.    Resolutions  of  Mr.  Allen  touching  the.  8 1 
Florida.    Bill  to  provide  for  the  armed  occupation  and  settlement  of  a 
part  of  the  Territory  of,  which  was  overrun  by  the  hostile  In- 
dians  95,145,172,  174,180,181,202,205 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  certain  officers  of  the  militia  of. 199 

Bill  makins:  appropriations  for  the  erection  of  public  buildings  in. 208 
An  act  to  fix  the  compensation  of  the  keeper  of  the  public  ar- 
chives in 221 

An  aci  for  the  improvement  and  survey  of  certain  rivers,  and 

the  repair  of  certain  roads,  in 245 

•-Toreign  Affiiirs.    Kev>lntion  of  instruction  to  the  Committee  on 49 

Bills  reported  from  the  Committee  on 145, 160, 161, 179, 180,  221 

Resolutions  reported  by  the  Committee  on,  in  relation  to  the  diffi- 

enhies  on  the  Maine  frontier 229 

Fonjfieations.    Mr.  Benton's  proposition  to  appropriate  S740,000  for  put- 
ting certain  old,  m  a  stale  of  efficiency,  &c ^4,  238 

Propojsitions   to  appropriate    for  the  construction  of,   in 
Maine,  and  on  the  Atlantic  roast  and  wi-sjtem  frontier . . .  .238 
Port  Independence,  Missouri.    Bill  to  establish'a  port  of  entry  at,  and  to 
allow  a  drawback  on  such  merchandise  as  is  uaed  in  the  Indian 

tfade  with  the  internal  provinces  of  Mexico 92 

Poster,  Ephraim  H., of  Tennessee....  1, 17,  19,48,61,63,81,98, 109, 113. 121 
*^  141,142,174,180,234,238,248 


Frauds.    See  Pensions. 

Fror:iirr,  "ivestcrn.     Bill  to  provide  lor  the  defence  of  tie,  fVom  the  mouili 

of  ihe  Sabine  to  I'on  Snelling 149,  *22o 

Bill  to  set  apail  a  belt  of  land  on  the  wesiern  borders  of  the  Stales 
of  Missouri  and  Arkansas,  to  be  granted  to  these  who  shall 
engage  for  a  certain  term  of  years  m  defence  ol  the  . .  29,  121,  221 
An  act  making  appropriation  for  the  protection  of  the  northern 

and ^, .  234,  238 

northeastern.    Bill  for  the  erection  of  certain  military  defences  in 

the  Slate  of  Maine , 210 

Fulton,  Robert,  of  Arkansas. . .  1,  18,  19,  22,  25,  26,  36,  42,  48.  49,  51,  52,  63,  81, 
92, 110, 112,  125,  127,  129, 140,  162,  164,  168,  174,  182,  190,  196,  209, 

205,207,216,218,221,238 

Resolutions  submitted  by 26,  36, 92 

His  remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  sundry  citizens  of  Ar- 
kansas, who  lost  their  improvements   in  consequence  of  the 

treaty  between  the  United  States  and  the  Choctaw  Indians 113 

His  remarks  on  the  hill  for  the  graduation  and  reduction  of  the 

price  of  the  public  lands 1 10 

G. 
Qalena  and  Chicago  Union  Railroad  Company.    Bill  granting  to  the,  the 

right  of  way  through  the  public  lands 22,  49.  120 

Government.    See  Financial  Policy — Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Can^l. 

Bill  making  appropriations  in  part  for  the  .support  ol,  for 
the  years  183fi  and  1839,  and  debate.. 37,  42,  43,44,45,46, 

47,59 
Bill  making:  Appropriation  for  the  civil  and  diplomatic  ex- 
penses of  the,  for  1839 234,  235,  237,  238,  246 

Grants.    See  Public  Lands — Land  Titles — Spanish  Grants — Wisconsin — 
Internal  Improvements. 

H. 
Harriss,  John.    An  act  to  authorize  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  pur- 
chase a  tract  of  land  belonging  to  the  heirs  of 202 

Hassler,  F.  R.    Report  of,  as  superintendent  of  the  coai'i  survey 17,  2(» 

Hemp.    Bill  to  allow  a  drawback  on  imported,  when  inanulaciured  inio 

cordage  and  exported 2,  18,  127, 162,  164 

Horses.    See  Volunteers. 
Hospitals.    See  District  of  Columbia. 

Hubbard,  Heorv.of  New  Hampshire..  1,  3, 16,  18,  19,  25,  28,  33,  36,  38,  42,  43. 
48;  49,  51,  63,  69,  81,  83,  92,  99,  107,  110,  111,  112,  113,  125,  128. 
129,  132,  133,  135,  136,  137,  138,  110,  143,  149,  157,  158,  KiO,  162, 
168,  172,  173,  177,  179,  180,  182,  188,  193,  197,  202,  205,  207,  208. 

214,  216,  225,  229,  237, 245,  247 

Resolutions  submitted  by 16,  18,  28,  111,  128 

His  remarks  on  the  civil  and  diplomatic  bill 42,  43 

Idiots,  lunatics  and  infants.    See  District  of  Columbia. 

Illinois.     See  Mississippi  and  Rock  River  Canal  Company — Surveyor  General. 
Bill  to  grant  to  the  Slate  of,  the  right  of  way  through  the  public 

lauds 22, 26,  174,  1 79 

Imprisonment  for  debt.    Bill  to  abolish,  in  certain  cases  — 48,  51,  58, 139,  141 
Indiana.    See  Land  Claims, 

Bill  granting  to  the  State  of,  a  quantity  of  land  to  aid  in  the 
construction  of  a  railroad  from  New  Albany,  in  the  Share  of 
Lidiana,  to  Mount  Carmel,  in  the  Stale  of  Illinois.  103, 162,  210,  214 
An  act  provi(Iin«f  for  paying  three  companies  of  militia  in  «he 

State  of,  called  into  the  service  of  the  United  States 188 

Indians.    Bill  forihe  protection  of  emigrant  and  other,  west  of  Mis.souri 

and  Arkansas 17,  19,  48,  216 

Choctaw.  Bill  to  amend  an  act  entitled  "An  act  for  the  appoint- 
ment of  commissioners  to  adjust  the  claims  to  reservations  of 
land,"  under  the  14th  article  of  the  treaty  of  1830,  with  the ... .  19, 

92,  164,  168,  179 
An  act  to  provide  for  the  location  and  temporary  support  of  the 

Seminole 174 

Indian  hostilities.    See  Florida. 

Bill  fv »r  the  suppression  of,  for  the  year  1839 234,  235 

Indian  reservations.     Bill  authorizing  the  sale  of  certain 58,  205 

Indian  Affairs.    Resolutions  of  instruction  to  the  Committee  on  — 92,  159,  229 

Bills  reported  from  the  Committee  on 29,  48,  .W  68,  129. 

132,  159,  172,  176,  188,  193,  202,  210,  229 
Reports  of  the  Committee  on,  on  miscellaneous  subjects. .  136, 

188,  193,  205,  220,  229 
Bill  provi.ling  for  the  appointment  of  additional  clerks  in 

the  office  of  the  Commissioner  of 132,  lG-3,  164 

Bill  supplementary  to  the  acts  to  piovide  for  the  organiza- 
tion of  t  he  Department  of 160,  161 

Internal  Improvements.    Bill  making  grants  of  lands  to  certain  States  lor 

purpo.ses  of. 207 

Invalid  pensions.    Bill  to  oulhorize  the  payment  of,  in  certain  cases 8 

Iowa.    See  Roads. 

An  act  to  amend  the  organic  law  of  the  Territories  of  Wisconsin 

and 196,235 

An  act  to  define  and  establish  the  eastern  boundary  line  of  ihe  Ter- 
ritory of 196,  235 

An  act  to  authorize  the  election  or  appointment  of  certain  officers 

in  the  Territory  of,  and  for  other  purposes 196,  235 

An  act  to  grant  to  the  counties  of  Lee,  Des  Moines,  Jackson,  and 
Dubuque,  in  the  Territory  of,  land  to  aid  in  erecting  county 

buildings 207 

An  act  granting  to  the  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  Terri- 
tory of,  the  same  coinpensation  as  those  of  Wisconsin 221 

An  act  granting  to  the  Territory  of,  a  quantity  of  land  for  the  erec- 
tion or  public  buildings , 229 
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Iron  Moantain  Company.  Bill  to  ^rant  ihe  right  of  pre-emption  on  5,000 
acres  of  land  to  the,  in  Missouri 180 

Island  ac  the  conflaence  of  the  St.  Peter's  and  Mississippi.  Joint  resolution 
providing  for  the  parchase  of  the 129, 132, 136,  139 

Jackson.    An  act  to  require  the  District  Judges  of  the  United  States,  for 

the  Eastern  District  of  Tennessee,  to  hold  a  court  at. .  17, 20,  29,  38, 50, 127 

Johnson,  Richard  M.,  Vice  President  of  the  United  States,  and  President 

of  the  Senate.. 48,  61,  94,  99,  101,  102, 103,  106,  \0%  111,  113, 1-28,  129,  130, 

135,  138,  145,  148,  ll>:3,  174,  17l»,  'JOl,  214,  216 

Jones,  Ro^er,  Adjutant  General  of  the  U.  S.  Army.    Bill  for  ihe  relief  of. .  1 19 

Jones,  Walter.     An  act  to  provide  for  the  seiilemeut  of  the  claims  of, 

againsi  ihe  Uniicd  Stales 188 

Judiciary.    Re^oiuiions  of  instruction  to  the  Committee  on  the 18,  63, 112 

Bills  and  resolutions  reported  from  the  Committee  on  the. .  .25, 29, 

58,  63,  69,  92, 107,  113, 114,  127, 138, 145, 149,  160, 

Reports  by  the  Committee  on  the,  on  miscellaneous  subjects ....  95 

127. 145,  172,  179,  196,  205 
Judicial  sy>iem.     Bill  to  amend  the  act  respecting  the,  of  the  Uniled 
Stales 138,180,188,209,210,214 

K. 
King,  William  R.,  of  Alabama. .  .1,  51,  58,  59,  61,  63,  67,  68,  70,  81,  94,  97,  98, 
100,  107,  HI,  112,  114,  120,  121,  127,  128,  130,  132,  133, 135,  136,  139, 
111,  143.  146,  157,  158,  161, 162,  168,  173, 174, 177,  179,  182. 193,  197, 

199,  200,  205, 207,  208,  210,  214 

Ucsohuions  submiaed  by HI,  128,  157 

M  is  remarks  on  ihe  civil  and  diplomatic  bill 59 

His  renaarks  in  reply  to  Mr.  Rives,  on  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  iu  aiiswer  to  the  resolution  of  inquiry  as  to  certain 
transact  ions  beiween  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  and  the  Bank 

of  the  Uniitd  States 81 

His  remarks-'  on  the  Vermont  abolition  resolutions 109 

His  remarks  on  ihe  bill  to  prevent  the  interference  of  Federal  officers 

in  eleciions 189 

lli.s  annunciation  of  the  death  of  Edward  Wier,  an  officer  of  the 

Senate 208 

Elected  President  pro  tempore  of  the  Senate 216 

II is  remarks  on  the  petition  of  the  reporters,  making  application  for 

seals  in  the  Senate ^ 100 

His  remarks  on  the  bill  authorizing  the  President  of  the  United 

States  10  cause  ihe  reserved  lead  mmes  to  be  sold 70 

His  valedictory  before  adjourning  the  Senate 247 

KnigUt,  iNehemiah  H.,  of  Rhode  Island...  1,  2, 18. 63,  67,  83, 99,  100,  125, 143, 

162,  182,  183,  190, 193,  205, 216 
L«* 
Lafayette,  Qeorge  Washington,  and  the  family  of  General  Lafayette.  Joint 
resolution  of  thanks  lo,  for  the  Memoirs  and  Writings  of  General  La- 
fayette  9,23,26,26 

Lakes.    See  Surveys. 

Landi.    See  Public  LandsSoldiers. 

Bill  to  regulate  the  price  of  the,  acquired  by  the  treaty  with  the 

Miami  Indians 143,210,214 

^ill  making  grants  of,  to  certain  States  for  purposes  of  internal 

improvcmenu* .* 140 

Land  Claims.    Bill  confirming  certain,  in  Louisiana. 19,  22, 157,  164, 168 

Bill  to  confirm  certain,  in  the  Ouachita  land  district,  in  the 

Slate  of  Louisiana 19,  22 

Bill  to  confirm  certain,  in  the  district  between  the  Rio 

Hondo  and  the  Sabine  rivers 19, 22, 68 

Bill  to  provide  for  tlie  legal  adjudication  and  settlement  of 
a  claim  granted  by  the  Spanish  Government  to  Jnlien 

Dubuque ^ ....  19 

Bill  to  provide  for  the  legal  adjudication  of  certain,  in  Lou- 
isiana and  Arkansas 19 

Bill  to  amend  the  act  confirming  certain,  in  the  State  of 

Michigan 33,  36,  69,  218,  221 

Bill  to  confirm  certain,  in  the  State  of  Missouri 68 

Bill  to  confirm  certain,  in  the  Washita  district,  Indiana 68 

Bill  to  confirm  certain,  in  the  Greensburgh  land  district,  in 

the  Slate  of  Louisiana ', 125 

Bill  to  revive  the  act  entitled  An  act  to  enable  claimants 
to  land  within  the  limits  of  Missouri  and  Arkansas,  to  in- 
stitute suits  to  try  the  validity  of  their 69,  81, 97, 221 

See  Indians. 
Land  Claims,  private.    Bills  reported  from  the  Committee  on.  67,  68,  69,  92, 
97,  112,  120,  129,  157,  162^  164,  174,  179,  180,  182,  190,  196, 

199,  207,  208,'214.  221 
Bill  to  continue  in  force  the  act  for  the  final  adjustment  of 
in  Missouri,  approved  9th  July,  1832,  and  the  act  supple- 
mental thereto,  approved  2d  March,  1833. .  19, 22,  68, 164, 16R 

Reports  from  the  Committee  on 157, 162 

Land  Cilices.    See  Middgan^Peoria-^Missowri. 

Land  Office.    Communications  fiom  the  Commissioner  of  the  General . .  67, 130 
Land  titles.    Bill  to  explain  and  amend  the  act  for  the  appointment  of  com- 
missioners to  adjust 61 

Joint  resolution  providing  for  the  .settlement  and  quieting  of, 

in  Alabama  and  Mississippi 81 

Bill  to  amend  the  act  to  autnorize  the  State  of  Tennessee  to 
Issue  grants  and  perfect  titles  to  the  lands  therein  named, 
and  to  settle  the  claims  to  vacant  lands  unappropriated 

within  the  san&e,  and  debata 81, 98,  m  141, 143, 146 

Bill  to  confirm  the  title  to  a  certain  tract  of  land  in  the  county 

of  Mobile. 97,168 

9ee  ;^fwniM  Grants, 


Langham,  Elias  B.,  late  Surveyor  Ganeral  for  the  States  of  Missouri  and 

Illinois.    Bill  for  the  relief  of 164,  i«d 

Lead  mines.    Bill  authorizing  the  President  of  the  United  States  to  cause 
the  reserved,  in  the  State  of  Illinois,  and  Territories  of  Wisconsin  and 

Iowa,  to  be  sold  as  other  public  lands,  and  debate 22,  26,  48,  68,  69,  70 

Library  of  Congress.    Expenditures  of  money  appropriated  to  the i6 

Report  of  the  Committee  on  tne 239 

Librarian.    Mr.  Allen's  resolution  authorizing  the,  to  make  a  catalogue  of 

documents,  &c.  in  ihe  Library  of  Congress 196 

Light-houses  and  lightbojts.    Bill  authorizing  the  erection  of  certain,  and 

the  establishment  of  certain  buoys  and  beacon  lights.. 2;21,  296 

Linn,  Lewis  F.,  of  Missouri ....  18,  19,  22,  63,  67,  68,  69,  70,  81, 92,  95,  97,  103, 

121,  136,  141,  148,  149,  156,  157, 158,  159,  162,  164,  IW,  1T3,  179,  180, 

182, 199,  200,  202,  205,  207, 208,  210, 214, 218,  221,  234 

Resolutions  submitted  by 63,92,  136, 141,  157,  174 

His  remarks  on  the  bill  authorizing  the  President  to  cause  the  re- 
served lead  mines  to  be  sold ••  .69, 70 

Louisville  Savings  Institution.    Bill  for  the  relief  of  the 157,  :i30 

Louisville  and  Portland  Canal.    Proposition  to  have  the  United  States 

purchase  the  stock  of  the ^ 245 

Lumpkin,  Wilson,  of  Georgia. .  1,  20,  22,  68,  97, 98, 112, 113. 129, 136,  137, 156, 

168,  17-i,  176, 179,  180,  18i 

Resolution  submitted  by , , 98 

His  remarks  on  the  Vermont  abolition  resolutions 110 

Lunatics  and  infants.    Bill  concerning  the  estates  of. 49 

Lyon,  Luoius,  of  Michigan ...  .9, 17, 19,  23,  25,  33,  36,  49,  58,  61, 67,  68,  60,  70. 
95,  97,  102,  111,  112,  126,  1^,  129,  149,  182,199,205,206,214,291, 

Resolution  submitted  by 66 

His  remarks  on  the  bill  authorizing  the  President  of  the  United 

States  to  cause  the  reserved  lead  mines  to  be  sold 70 

M. 

Madison  papers.    Printing  of  the.  contracted  for  150,  162,  229 

Debate  on  the  resolution  for  the  distribution  of  ^he.246,  247,  348 
Magazine.    See  District  of  Columbia. 

Mails.    Bill  regulating  the  transmission  of  the,  upon  railroads 48,  107,  110 

Maine.    See  Proniiers^ Defences. 

Bill  for  the  erection  of  certain  military  defences  in  the  State  of. . .  .910 

Proposition  to  appropriate  $100,000  for  fortifications  in * . .  .929 

Ana  the  Province  of  New  Brunswick.  Strictures  of  Mr.  Wil- 
liams, of  Maine,  on  the  conduct  of  the  National  latelli^encer 
in  misrepresenting  the  course  of  Maine  in  the  difficulties  be- 
tween  216,917 

The  President\s  message  in  relation  to  the  difficulties  between  the 

State  of 232,233 

Message  of  the  President,  enclosing  a  memoranda  agreed  upon  by 
Mr.  Fox,  the  British  Minister,  and  Mr.  Forsyth,  Secretary  of 

State,  temporarily  to  settle  the  difficulties  between 296 

Resolution  reported  from  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Affiurs,  in 

relation  to  tne  difficulties  between S^29 

Maney,  Col.  and  others,  officers  of  the  army  stationed  at  Fort  Jesap,  and 

the  remarks  of  Mr.  Pierce  upon  the  same , VIl 

Manning.  William,  late  collector  of  the  customs  for  the  district  of  Beanfort, 

North  Carolina.    A  bill  for  the  relief  of. C8 

Manufactures.    Report  from  the  Committee  on Wl 

Marine  Corps.    Bill  ta  explain  and  amend  the  act  for  the  better  organiza- 
tion of  the 37,48,110,58)9,214,216 

Massachusetts.    Mr.  Webster's  proposition  to  pay  $270,000  for  the  services 

of  the  militia  of,  during  the  late  war S30' 

Masters  in  the  Navy.    See  Navy. 

McKean,  Samuel,  of  Penn.sylvania. . .  1, 22,  25,  26,  91,  94,  95,  97, 127,  135,  166, 

176, 179,  a08,  225 

Resolutions  submitted  by 26,  176 

Menard,  Pierre,  and  Others.    Bill  for  the  relief  of 16,17,  139,  141 

Merrick,  William  D.,  of  Maryland ...  1,  2, 33,  36, 49,  67,  68,  69, 70,  9-2,  95,  107, 
110,  111,  120,  128,  132,  138,  159,  160,  172, 179,  182, 188,  190,  199,  200. 

203,  216,  347,  248 
His  remarks  on  the  bill  giving  the  President  of  the  United  States 
additional  powers  for  the  defence  of  the  United  Stales,  in  certain 

cases,  against  invasion 238 

Resolutions  submitted  by 92,  95 

His  remarks  on  the  bill  authorizing  the  President  of  the  United 

States  to  cause  the  reserved  lead  mmes  to  be  sold 69,  70 

Michigan.    See  Survey oi-  Gcneral—Ijand  Claims —  Volunteers, 

Bill  for  the  completion  of  certain  roads,  begun  by  the  United 

States,  in  the  Slate  of 19,  25,  32,  37 

Bill  granting  to  the  county  of  Kalamazoo,  in  the  State  of,  the 

right  of  pre-emption  to  a  quarter  section  of  land.  19, 22,  29,  37,  50 
Bill  to  create  an  additional  land  office  in,  and  for  other  pur^ 

poses 19,  SS^  <^<jy 

Bill  gran  tin?  to  the  State  of  Michigan  100,000  acres  of  land 

to  aid  said  State  in  constructing  roads 

Bill  to  alter  the  times  of  holding  the  circuit  court  of  the  XJniigtif 

States  for  the  district  of. «> 180,188 

Michigan  City.    The  improvement  of  the  harbor  of • . .  •  145, 158 

Militia.    See  Indiana — Florida^Massa4:K'VLsetts. 

Military  Affiiirs.    Resolutions  of  instructten  to  the  CcixuxnV'^*\\\  \<^i^'m 
Bills  and  resolutions  reported  txomlYieConv^.  ^^c^^^(^'^ 

Reports,  dtc ..,.• ..  .^  Vm*  r' 

Military  roads.    See  Arkansas. 
Milwaukee.    See  Appropriations. 
Mississippi  and  Alabama  Railroad  ^ 
the,  of  »  cemiii  portion  of  th(»  ] 
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Mlasoari. 


MflUe. 


.  ni  ud  Rock  Rirer  Canal  Compan/,  in  the  Suue  of  Illiaois.    Bill 

.  mixukg  a  qaanlitf  of  land  to,  on  certain  conditions 22, 49,  1 15 

' — nppi.    See  Land  TiiUs. 

Bill  to  relinquish  to  the  State  of,  the  two  per  cent.  fund..  59, 81, 99 
Bill  to  reorganize  the  district  courts  of  the  United  Stales  in 

the  Slate  of 100,107,  163,164 

Bill  in  relation  to  certain  railways  in  the  Slate  of 137 

See  VriunUers^Land  Claims — Iron  Mountain  Companf. 
Bill  to  aothorize  the  Washington  County  Turnpike  Company 
in  the  State  of,  to  construct  a  road  through  the  public  lands. .  19, 

170,180 
Bill  to  giant  to  the  State  of,  a  certain  quantity  of  the  public 

lands  to  be  expended  in  railroads 59 

Bill  10  establish  an  additional  land  office  in  the  State  of,  and 
altering  the  boundary  of  the  western  and  southwestern  dis- 
tricts, in  same  State 81,93 

Bill  to  reimburse  the  corporation  of  the  City  of,  for  certain  ad- 
vances made  m  equipping  a  volunteer  company  which  served 

in  the  Creek  war 68 

Bill  fur  the  relief  of  the  corporate  authorities  of 68, 70 

MoBipelier,  in  the  State  of  Vermont.    Bill  to  establish  a  pension  agency 

tSL. 18,51,174,179 

Iforriss, Thomas,  of  Ohio....l,  19,  38,  45, 52, 82, 92, 94, 97, 99,  111,  112, 114, 

130,  irfl,  196,  136. 137, 128,  199, 130. 138, 139,  149. 164, 168. 173,  174, 

ni  179, 180,  m  18S,  193, 199, 202, 305, 30d,  207, 237 

EUs  remarks  on  the  civil  and  diplomatic  bill 46 

His  remarks  relative  to  the  duties  on  salt,  and  on  the  motion  to 
rescind  a  resolution  ordering  the  printing  of  certain  documents 

relating  to  salL 83,  85 

His  resolution  relating  to  slavery  in  the  States 173, 174,  179 

His  remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  reduction  and  graduation  of  the 

price  of  the  public  lands 114, 121, 126 

Mooton,  Alexander,  ef  j:/>uisiana.  .48,  68,  69. 92. 95, 98, 99. 120, 125. 132, 156, 

163, 174, 180, 190,  208^307, 231, 335, 234 
RcKdntioD^submiUedby 96,191 

N. 

Itaatuckel  Steamboat  Companv.    Bill  for  the  relief  of  the 52,  58, 194, 197 

Haval  Al&irs.    Resolutions  of  instruction  to  the  Committee  on ...  20, 36, 28, 81 
Bills  reported  from  the  Committee  on.. 48,  110, 125,  137, 145, 

J49, 174, 179, 190, 302,  307,  310 

Reports  on  miscellaneous  subjects 136,  207, 200,  337 

Maval  service.    Bill  making  appropriations  for  the,  for  the  year  1839 207, 

218,221,236 

Kavy.    Bill  to  regulate  the  pay  of  the  masters  in  the. 22, 26,  48, 174, 179 

^avy  DepanmenL    Communications  from  the  Secretary  of  the . . .  19. 109. 116, 

126, 138,  14^ 

Kavy  pension  fond.    Bill  making  further  provision  in  relatioa  lo  the 149 

Mafy  penaums.    An  act  to  repeal  certain  acts  in  respect  to,  and  to  make 

farther  provision  in  respect  to .310 

Havy  rations.    Bill  to  establish  the 51 

New  Hampshire.    Bill  for  the  settlement  of  the  claims  of,  against  the 

United  States 193 

Hew  York.    Bill  to  alter  the  times  of  holding  the  October  terms  of  the 

circuit  court  of  the  United  States  for  the  southern  district  of. 138 

Newspapers.    The  supply  of,  to  Senators 1 

Newman.  Francu,  late  collector  of  the  direct  taxes  in  Maryland.    Bill  for 

the  relief  of  the  heirs  of 68,92 

H^bs,  Robert,  of  Louisiana. . .  18,  22,  48,  52,  127,  138, 182, 193,  306, 210. 329 

NkL John  M.,  of  Connecticut..  1,  17, 19,  22,  23.  39, 49, 53,  59,  63,  67, 68,  70, 

93,  98,  100,  102,  110,  114,  125,  isi  139, 145, 149, 157,  158, 161,  162, 

16^,16^,19^200,202,210,221,23^ 

Reaidiitions  submitted  by 22,33,216 

His  remarks  on  the  bill  to  postpone  the  fourth  instalment  of  the  de- 

posites  with  the  States 29 

Hi^  remarks  on  Bir.  Riv?s's  resolution  of  inquiry  into  certain  trans- 
actiotts  between  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  and  the  Bank  of 

the  United  States « 53,54 

His  remarks  on  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  in  an- 
swer to  said  resolutions  of  inquiry 66,  67, 81,  82 

His  remarks  on  the  civil  and  diplomatie  bill » 59 

His  remarks  on  the  ami  duelling  bill 138 

His  remarks  on  the  North  Carolina  rei^ations,  representing  the 

scarcity  of  specie  change  in  that  State • ....  166 

Hb  remarks  on  the  bill  giving  the  President  of  the  United  States 
additional  powers  for  the  defence  of  the  United  Slates,  in  certain 

cases^  against  invasion •  •• 240 

His  remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  graduation  and  reduction  of  the 

price  of  the  public  lands 1 14 

His  remarks  on  the  bill  authorizing  the  President  to  cause  the  re- 
served lead  mines  lo  be  sold * 

His  remarks  on  the  proptsilion  for  the  admission  of  reporters  to 

seals  in  the  Senate 100 

Xbrlh  Caialina.    Reseluti<m8  of  the  Legislature  of,  disapproving  the  policy 

of  the  administration  of  Martin  Van  Buren,  and  the  debate 116, 

117,118,119,120 
Resolniions  of  the  Legislature  of,  representing  the  scarcity  of  specie 

change,  and  debate 166,167, 168 

Naaheastem  Boundary— See  Maine  and  New  Brunswick, 
Nomtt,  John,  of  Michigan . .  1,  9,  16,  17,  18,  22.  36,  49, 51,  61. 80, 94, 99, 100, 
110,  ill,  112, 113,  120,  128, 129, 132, 136, 140,  141,  143,  146, 149,  158, 
160  162  166, 173, 174, 176, 179,  180, 189,  196.  202, 304,  305,  306,  307. 
308,  314,  Sie,  S^l,  9i3, 236, 384, 237, 246, 34^ 
Beac^ntioiiasahmittedby 18,51,103,130,189,337 


Reports  of  the  i 


Norvell,  John,  of  Michigan— 

His  rtrmarks  on  the  anti-duellinff  bill 138 

His  remarks  on  the  petition  of  Dr.  Thellar,  toucbing  the  rights  of 

naturalized  citizens 160 

His  remarks  on  the  bill  to  prevent  the  interference  of  Federal  offi- 
cers in  elections 189, 300 

His  remarks  on  the  petition  of  reporters  for  admission  to  seats  in 

the  Senate.......... 100 

O. 
Ohia    Bill  to  cede  to  the  Stale  of,  and  other  States,  certain  portions  of  the 

public  domain 69 

Oregon,  or  Columbian  Territorv.    Bill  to  provide  for  the  protection  of  the 
citizens  of  the  United  States  in  tne,  or  residing  on  the  Columbia 

River 19,22,149,210,218 

Memorial  of  J.  L.  Whitcomb,  and  others,  citizens  of  the,  as  to  the  na- 
ture and  extent  of  the  country  west  of  the  Rocky  Mountains. .  148, 149 
Oxford,  Ohio.    An  act  to  authorize  the  trustees  of  the  township  of,  in  the 
county  of  Butler,  lo  enter  a  section  of  land  in  lieu  of  section  16 
in  said  township,  for  the  use  of  schools 69 

P. 

Pages  to  the  Senate.     Extra  compensaiion  to  the 226 

Passengers  on  board  of  steamboats.  Bill  to  provide  for  the  better  security  of.  .216 
Patent.      Bill  to  authorize  the  issuing  of  a,  to  the  legal  representatives  of 

Francis  Rivard 19 

Patents.    Communication  from  the  Commissioner  of 116 

Bills  reported  by  the  Committee  on 103, 136, 149, 157 

Reports  of  the  Committee  on 103,  221 

See  Acts 

Pay  of  brevet  officers.    Bill  to  regulate  the 26,  37 

Pea  Patch  Island.    Resolution  for  the  purchase  of. 63, 92, 221,  226 

Penitentia  ry .    See  Distria  of  Columbia. 
Pensions.    See  Invalid  and  Navy  Pensions. 

Resolutions  of  instruction  to  the  Committee  on 18, 20,  22, 49  61 

Bills  reported  from  the  Committee  on.  .51,  68, 81, 92,  97,  99, 112, 126, 
129, 135, 136, 138, 149, 176,  179, 188,  193, 196, 199,  200 
Committee  on  miscellaneous  subjects.. .  .68, 69, 81,  92, 
99,  112,  121,  127, 129, 136,  138,  140, 161, 172, 174 
Bill  lo  revive  an  act  to  provide  for  persons  who  were  disabled  by 

known  wounds  received  in  the  revolutionary  war 22, 26 

Bill  to  punish  frauds  committed  on  applicanLs  for 49,  81 

Pensioners.    Bill  making  appropriations  for  the  payment  of  the  revolution- 
ary and  other  pensioners  of  the  United  Slates 168, 172, 174 

Pension  Agencies.   See  Montpelier~-8prindMd. 

Peoria,  Illinois.    Bill  to  establish  a  Land  Office  at 61, 120 

Philadelphia,  Wilmington,  and  Baltimore  Railroad  Company.    Bill  to  re- 
fund certain  duties  on  iron  imported  by  the 42, 63.  68 

Pierce,  Franklin,  of  New  Hampshire....l,  18. 19,  22,  45,  49.  51,68.81, 92,  106. 
107, 121, 137, 138, 140, 136, 171, 172, 196,  197, 302,207,308,225,  245 

His  remarks  on  the  civil  and  diplomatic  bill 46 

His  remarks  on  the  presentation  of  the  petition  of  Col.  Maney 171 

His  remarks  on  the  bill  to  prevent  the  interference  of  Federal  officers 

in  elections 189, 197 

His  remarks  on  a  certain  abolition  petition 208 

Plum  Island  Brides  and  Turnpike  Company.    Bill  for  the  relief  of  the ... .  146 

Polish  Exiles,    ^fr.  Ifounz's  resolution  and  remarks  relating  to  the 120 

Portage  Canal  Companv.  Bill  lo  authorize  the,  to  enter  at  Government  price 

certain  lands  in  the  Wisconsin  Territory 97, 120 

Postmaster  (General.    Communications  from  the 19, 288 

Resolutions  calling  upon  the,  for  information 188, 208^  226 

Mr.  Tallmad^e's  resolution  calling  upon  the,  for  the  number  of 

removals  of  Pastmasters 188 

The  reply  of  the,  to  said  resolution 225, 234 

Mr.  Sevier's  resolution  declaring  said  reply  disrespectAU  to  the 

Senate 234 

Communication  from  the,  in  explanation 234 

Mr.  Allen's  resolution  declaring  the  same  satisfactory  to  the 

Senate 238 

Post  Office  Department.    Bill  to  provide  for  additional  clerks  in  the . . .  .96,  126 

221,226 
Bill  making  an  appropriation  for  the  erection  of  a  fire  proof  building 

for  the 246 

Post  Office  and  Post  Roads.    Bills  reported  from  the  Committee  on .  .48,  63, 68, 

95,  112,125, 129,  136,  180, 189, 190, 193,  206 

Resolutions  of  instruction  to  the  Committee  on  the. 63, 98,  99,  1 13 

Reports  of  the  Committee  on  miscellaneous  subjects 129, 140 

Ports  ofentry.    See  f^rt  independence. 

Pre-emptions.    Bee  Michigan — SeUlers-^Irvn  MowtUain  Company — Weak' 
ington  and  St.  Genevieve  Railroad  Company. 

to  squatters.    Resolutions  relating  to 159 

Pre-emption  certificates.    See  Arkansas. 

Prentiss,  Samuel,  of  Vermont.    1, 9, 18, 30, 22, 28, 36,  61,  68,  98. 103, 106. 129, 

136,138,140,168,180,196,199,214,221 

Resolution  submiited  by 20 

His  remarks  on  the  Vermont  abolition  resolutions 109 

His  remarks  on  the  anti-duelling  bill 138 

President  of  the  United  States.    Annual  Message  of  Mr.  Van  Bureo,  the.  .3. 

18.20 
Messacres  from  the,  on  miscellaneous  subjects ....  19, 63. 109, 114. 127, 

133, 150, 168, 193 
Resolutions  calling  upon  the,  for  information .  .49, 61, 95, 138, 168,837 
His  message  in  relation  to  the  difficulties  existing  between  the 
State  of  Maine  and  the  Province  of  New  Brunswick,  growing 
out  of  the  boundary  question r.... 88^  139 


8 


WDEX  T6T«ft 


Presideat  of  the  United  State*— 

His  message  enclosing  a  memoranda  agreed  upon  by  Mr.  T.  x,  lie 
British  Minister,  and  Mr.  Forsyth,  Secretary  of.^ltiUe,  lemporari- 
ly  settling  the  difficulties  between  Maine  and  New  Brunswick.. 326 
Bill  giving  the  additional  powers  for  the  defence  of  the  United 

Stales,  in  certain  cases,  against  invasion.  &c '/35, 238,  239,  2-10 

Communicaiion  from  the, enclosing  an  expianaiory  leiterfroin  ihe 

Postmaster  General,  to  the  Senate -•»  1 

President  of  ihe  Senate,  pro  Umpore.  W.  R.  King,  of  Alabama,  elecLcil  .  ir>,  210 

Preston,  Wm.  C,  of  South  Carolina ....!«,  19,  ii-2,  25,  2«,  29,  30.  33,  37,  47,  95, 

!0<»,  101, 102, 107,  112,  114, 121,  129,  132,  133,  136,  139,  149,  160,  16H, 

m,  174,  194,  221,  2J5,  227 

llesolutitms  submitted  by 95, 112 

Mis  remarks  on  the  bill  to  postpone  the  fourth  instalment  of  the  de- 
posit's with  the  Stales 30,  37 

His  remarks  on  salt  duties,  and  on  the  propOKiiion  to  print  certain 

documents  relatmg  to 84 

His  remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  graduation  and  reduc  j  m  of  the 

price  of  the  public  lands 114 

H:s  remarks  on  the  proposition  to  admit  reporters  to  seats  in  the 

Sf!5.:'.' 100,  lOi,  102 

Prinliog,  Kx-  -  r  vt.    Propaniion  to  contract  with  the  lowestbidder  for.2r>S,  246 

Priute:  iw  !l.'.  Sji  ..uLe.     Proposition  of  Mr.  Wright  to  elect  a 223,  225 

PriiMcrs  to  th'2  dennie.     Blair  &  Rives  elected 2*^6 

Pi  , .  .iVfcr  Lvd'a.     Bill  to  reaiunerato  the  capiors  of  the 26,  SC,  63,  68 

Pullic  t  uneys.     See  DeposUes. 

Hill  rhore  efsrclaally  to  secure  the,  in  the  hands  of  officers  and  agents 

of  ihc  (jl'vemment,  and  to  punish  public  defaulters 28,  l^:?,  179, 

191, 194,  202,  208,  209 

PuMic  Biiildinf"*.     Report  of  the  Commissioner  of. ^2 

B ill-N  reported  from  the  Committee  on Til ,  125 

Bill  to  authorize  the  examination  and  payment  of  the  claims  of  the 

workmen  on  ihe 25,  51,  120,  125,  127 

Public  Ollirers.    See  KUctions. 

Publ \c  Lanils.  Hec  Illinois —  Ofdo-^Missouri — Mississippi a7id  Alaba-ma — SJtUrs. 
ResolufioHs  of  instruction  to  the  Committee  on.  .39, 49, 102,  103.  125,  1:^6 

Bills  reported  from  the  Committee  on 19.  22,  29,  33,  4»,  i^,  81,  92, 

•KS,  112,  120,  127,  129,  145,  162,  168,  174,  18J,  190,  199,  202,  207,  229 

Repr^ris  of  the  Committee  on  miscellaneous  subjects.  136, 158, 1C2,  "207, 221 

f^>ill  fur  the  reduction  and  graduation  of  the  price  of  the,  and  debate. 3, 16, 

IH,  19,  2:',,  33,  63,  92,  95,  98,  103,  107,  110,  112,  114,  121,  125,  127,  130 

Mr.  Dcntou's  report  upon  said  bill 36 

Bill  making  certain  granLs  of,  and  for  other  purposes 9,  17 

.   Resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of  Arkansas,  recommending  a  cession 

of  the,  to  the  Stales  in  which  they  lie 19 

Bill  to  confirm  the  sale  of  certain  reservatious  of 29,  50 

R. 

Railroads.     S'^o  Alabama-  Selma  and  Tennessee — Galsna  and  CMca/r^ — 

Phila deiphuij  HV;mne^U»n  and  Baltimore — MaHs^Falmo^Uhuhti  AUx- 

tn  dria— Missouri — ISIississippi  and  A  'ibama — Arkansas — Wrightsville 

and  Ynrl'^Washinifton and  St.  Cfenevteve. 

Rajlroiii  :ind  Ca  nal  Companies.     Bi'l  to  give  the,  incorporated  by  the  Stales, 

the  right  of  way  through  the  lands  of  the  United  States 58,  61, 112,  129 

Railroad  Iron.    See  WrigktsvUle  and  York  Railroad  Comnany. 

All  aoi  10  authorize  ihe  extension  of  lime  for  the  payment  of  duties  on, 
imported  by  the  Alabama,  Floridn,  and  Georgia  Railroad  Company..  159 
Rations.     See  Nari/. 
Rcilly,  Dr.  Boyd.     His  apparatus  for  the  rpplication  of  sicam  and  ^?'li- 

caiod  vapor  to  the  human  body 48 

Reporter's.    Petition  of,  praying  to  be  admitted  to  seats  in  the  Senate 61 

Report  of  the  Committee  on  the  contingent  fund,  on  the  above  petition, 

and  debate 100,  101 ,  102 

Reservations.    Bill  confirming  the  sale  of  certain 50 

Rejoin  I  ions  ^ub  milled  by — 

Mr.  Allen 81,  103,  190,199,238 

Mr.  Bemon 36,  49,  51,  92,  98,  102,  208,  225,  237 

Mr.  Burhanan 4H 

Mr.  Calhoun 162 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Alabama.. 22,  28,  38,  49,  (j8,  92,  122,  127,  141,  179,  229 

Mr.  Clav,  of  Kentucky 112 

Mr.  Crittenden 160,  162 

Mr.  Davis 20,  179,  210,  *?37 

Mr.  Foster 63 

Mr.  Fulton 26,  36,  92 

Mr.  Hubbard 1 6,  18,  28 

Mr.  King 111,128,157 

Mr.Linn 63,92,  136,  141,  157,  174 

Mr.  Lumpkin 98 

Mr.  Lyon 68 

Mr.  McKtan 26, 176 

Mr.  Merrick 92,<j5 

Mr.  Momon 98,  191 

Mr.  Nicholas 138,  182 

Mr.  Nrtes 22,23,216 

Mr.  Norvell 18,51,103,120,  189,237 

Mr.  Prenti.ss 20 

Mr.  Preston 95  112 

Mr.  Rives 49,ft2,':?5,  189 

Mr.  Robins 112,129 

Mr.  Robinson 189 

Mr.  Ruggles 69 

Mr.  Sevier 234 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Indiana 51,93,199 

Mr.  Strange i 63 


Resolutions  submitted  hy  — 

Mr.Tallmadge 81,  141,  l8B,^fc»,^ 

Mr.  Tipton 18,26,61,93,14 

Mr.  Walker 26 

Mr.  Wall ^6,36,9^ 

Mr.  White 112,  141 

Mr.  Williams,  of  Maine 30,  61,  138, 160 

Mr.  Williams,  of  Missis'^ippi ^ 

Mr,  Wright 1,30,  177 

Mr.  Young 20,23,26,36,40,82,92, 1*25,  136,145 

Revenues.    Modes  ot  collecting  and  dlsbur^ng,  in  foreign  QovernEnents .  . .  136 

Revoluiionary  Claims.    Bills  reponed  from  the  Committee  on 119,  132,  136, 

143, 149, 16t,  168, 196,  1^,905,  208,314 
Reports  of  the  Committee  on  miscellaneous  subjects . .  132, 138, 145,  17^  174, 

Rights  of  naturalized  citizens.    See  T^Wer,  Dr. 

Rives,  William  C.  ol  Virginia. .  1, 2,  18, 19,  22,  26,  37, 48,  49,  51,  69,  95,  110, 
1 14, 120, 145, 174, 183,  188, 190,  902,  207,  309, 321 

Resolutions  submitted  by 49,  53,  95,  169 

His  remarKs  on  the  bill  to  postpone  the  fourth  instalment  of  the  de- 

posiies  with  the  Slates 39 

Rls  resolution  rclaiing  to  certain  transactions  between  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States  and  the  Secre:ary  of  the  Treasury,  and  debate.  .61. 

65,  66,  67,  81,  83,  l^ 
His  resolution  calling  upon  the  President  for  information  as   to  the 
nature  of  the  agreement  between  the  Bank  of  the  United   States 
and  the  Secretary  of  War,  in  relation  to  the  bonds  —  95,  98,  109;  114 
His  remarks  on  the  bill  to  secure  the  public  money  and  punish  de- 
faulters  194.  aoa 

His  reir.ariis  on  Mr.  Crittenden's  bill  ic  prevent  the  interference  of 
Federal  officers  in  elections,  and  Mr.  R.'s  substitute  for  said  bill . .  189, 

197,  ^i,  326 
Roads.    See  Michigan. 
Roads,  Military. '  See  Arkansas. 

An  actio  authorize  the  construction  of  a  road  from  Dubuque,  in 
the  Territory  of  Iowa,  to  the  northern  boundary  of  the  State  of 

Missouri 205 

Roads  and  Canals.    Resi»lntion  of  instruction  to  the  Committee  on 18 

BilLi  reported  from  the  Committee  on..  25,  26,48,  103,  112,  139,  145,  180, 

182,805 

Pwcports  of  the  Commiilee  on  miscellaneous  subjects. .  If  3, 145, 182, 205 

Roane,  William  H.,  of  Virginia. .  1, 19, 22, 25, 26, 36, 41, 48,  49, 51,^ 92,  97, 103, 

110,  111,  125,  1-77,  128, 140, 157,158, 159,166, 174, 176, 189, 196,  199,247 

His  remailwon  the  bill  for  the  graduation  and  reduction  of  the 

price  of  the  public  lands 103 

His  remarks  on  the  resolution  for  the  distribution  of  the  Madison 

Papers , 347 

His  remarks  on  the  bill  to  prevent  the  interference  of  Federal  offi- 
cers in  elections. 191 

Robbins,  Asher,  of  Rnode  Island 1, 19,  26, 67, 113, 1.29,  149,  202,  316 

Resolutions  submiited  by 113,  129 

RobiasoB,JohnM.,of  IlHhoi;..!,  17,  18,  19,  38,  48,  49,  51,  61,  63,  68, 10, 9^, 
112, 120,  127,  1\'9,  132,  139,  110,  145,  149,  172,  174,  ISO,  189,  190, 

193,.21>1, 207,  208,  2ie 
His  resolution  in  relation  to  the  selection  of  certain  dcposVxe 

banks  in  Illinois,  and  debate 189 

His  remarks  on  the  bill  authorizing  the  President  to  caase  to  be 

sold  the  re.«^ervcd  lead  mines , .  •  ,*i^ 

Rugdes,  John,  of  Maine. .  1, 19, 26, 36, 37, 49,  51,  69,  94,  112,  120,  126, 128,  129, 

157,  158,  177,  202,  216,  227,  238,  245 

Resolaiion  submitteil  by • ^^ 

Rumsey,  James,  the  inventor  of  .stoamboats.    Join  resolution  requesting  the 
President  of  the  United  Sta'cs  to  present  a  gold  medal  to.  188, 196, 214 
8. 

Salt  Duties.    Mr.  Bcn^on'.s  resolution  in  relation  to  the G9 

Remarks  of  Mr.  Een'on  on  his  proposition  to  print  certain  documents- 

on 69,200,907 

Mr.  Morris's  moiion  to  rescind  sai^l  proposition,  and  debate .. 82,  83,  84,  85 
Bill  to  repeal,  and  the  fishing  bounties  dependent  thereon .  .92, 143,  149,  157, 

158,  159)  193,  19^ 
Savin;^s  rnsiitulion.    S?e  Louisville. 
School  Lands.    Sec  Oxford. 

Bill  to  provide  lor  i\  c  relir.q  ushment  of  the  16th  sections  granted  for 
the  use  of,  nnd  ihc  locnirii  cf  others  in  lieu  thereof.. 61,  63,  68,  194,  197 
Secretary  of  State.    R-  port  trom  the,  of  the  contingent  expenses  of  that 

Department 9 

Communication  from  the ^ 

Resolution  cjlling  ;ipon  ihe,  for  inljrmation 36 

Secretary  of  the  Senate.    Report  of,  upjn  the  contingent  expenses  of  the 

Senate /^ 

Resoinrions  calling  upon  tlie,  for  inf  »rmation.. 49,  157 

Selma  and  Tennessee  Pnilrond  Companv.    Bill  for  the  benefit  of  the.. 22,  26, 

Senato. s  in  attendance 1, 3,  3, 0  \B^ 29, 48, 94, 113, 116 

Senate  organized *    , 1*3 

Time  of  meeting  of  the /'    ^..-\,\89, /.^-»^ 

Settlers  on  the  public  laT.is.    Bill  for  \Yve  teUct  6C  r^U*.*     'ijjVo'wctt  A^ 

prived  of  the  bci  ^fits  of  the    acts  gtaixving  W^   ^^^^''^^^  }^'^ 

'  ^  v^ 
Bill  fiupplemcntal  to  the  act  j]:raTkV\Ti« tste*^^'^^^^  *  .  '*"«^v>tv^  \V^ 

Bill  for  Iht  relief  ol  certain^  \w\^^^J^l\^*  V\v  V^  .    /^«^'^^''^^'^^|i>| 

Tennessee ^        *-^  '        -.-.:'... . 

Sevier,  Atnbrosc  H.,  of  Arkansas . 
173,  176,  182, 188,  • 


X 
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fierier,  Andrew  H.,  of  Arkansas^ 

ResolitcioA  «EibaritteKl  by 234 

His  moticb  u>  refer  a  certain  commnnication  of  the  Po&tmaster 
General  to  the  President  of  the  United  States,  for  the  dismissal  of 

thatofficer 934 

Silk  cttlmre.    Petition  of  Andrew  Logan,  of  Iowa,  praying  a  donation  of 

iwo  sections  of  land  to  be  nsed  in  tiie  culture  or  silk 41 

BtatTes.    Bin  to  amend  an  act  to  prohibit  the  importation  of,  iato  any  port 

in  the  jarisdiction  of  the  United  States 1*73 

Slavery.    Petition  against  the  admission  of  any  State  into  the  Union  whose 

coostittttion  tolerates  slavery,  and  against  the  slave  trade 94, 95 

BiKolation  of  Mr.  Morris,  directing  the  Judiciary  Committee  to  in* 
onife  into  certain  matters  pertaming  to  the  institution  of,  in  the 

Slates  and  Terricories,  and  debate 173, 174, 179 

9lker,  Henry,  elected  chaplain  to  the  Senate 90 

Smith,  CNirer  H.,  of  Indiana. .  1,  19,  98,  51,  70, 99, 106, 139,  133, 136, 137,  143, 
159, 162, 166,  17-2, 189, 199, 900, 905,  907,  926, 934,  938, 945 

Resolutions  submitted  by 51, 99, 199 

His  remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  reduction  and  gradaaiion  of  the 

price  of  the  public  lands 103 

His  remarks  on  the  bill  to  se'l  the  reserved  lead  mines 70 

Smith,  Perry,  of  Connecticut.  1, 19, 95, 58,95, 135, 138, 145, 196, 207, 914, 934, 945 

His  remarks  on  the  anti-duelling  bill 138 

Smithson,  James.    Proposition  to  appoint  a  joint  committee  to  devise  a  plan 
foi  an  institution  of  learning,  in  accordance  with  the  object  of 

the  bequest  of 119,113,197,149 

Resolution  reported  from  the  Committee 909 

Bills  providing  for  the  disposition  and  management  of  the  funds 

bequeathed  by,  for  an  institution  of  learning 909, 916 

Soldiers  in  the  late  war.    Bill  to  revive  an  act  aathorizing  certain,  to  re- 
Itnqnish  their  lands,  and  locate  other  lands  in  lieu  thereof,  and  for 

other  purposes ^ 81 

Solicitor  of  the  Land  Ofhce.    See  Surveyor  General. 

Southard,  Samuel  L.,  of  New  Jersey .  .29, 114,  191,  195, 196, 136, 139, 158, 182, 

238, 1M6 

His  remarks  upon  the  anti-duelling  bill 139 

Credentials  of. 1 171 

His  remarks  on  the  civil  and  diplomatic  bill,  on  the  proposition 
to  strike  therefrom  the  appropriation  for  the  Documentary  His- 
tory of  the  Revoloiion 938 

His  remarks  on  the  bill  giving  the  President  of  the  United  States 
additional  powers  for  the  defence  of  the  United  States,  in  cer- 
tain cases,  against  invasion 939, 940 

Southport,  in  UTisconsin.    Bill  relating  lo 189 

Spanish  Grants.    Bill  to  quiet  the  titles  of  bona  fide  purchasers,  under 

Snanisb  grants,  permits,  and  orders  of  sui  vey 145 

Specie  change.    See  NortA  Carolina. 

Spcnce,  John  S.,  of  Maryland 1,37,99,136 

Springfield,  Illinois.    Bill  to  establish  a  pension  agencv  at 56 

8t»riQgfield  Manufacturing  Company.    Bill  for  the  relief  of  the 158,  930 

Steamboats.    See  Pasaen^rs. 

Steam  vessels  of  war.    Resolution  of  Mr.  Buchanan,  proposing  the  con- 

straction  of,  and  debate 48,  49 

St  Louis  harbor.      Relating  to  the 81 

Strange,  Robeft,  of  North  Carolina. .  I,  38,  40,  59,  G3,  68,  95,  9!),  100,  103,  113, 
132,  135, 136,  141,  142, 149, 157,  158,  160,  162,  166,  IG8,  172,  191,  221 

Resolutions  submitted  by 63 

His  remarks  on  the  civil  and  diplomatic  bilU.  •  •' 46 

His  remarks  on  tbe  North  Carolina  abolition  resolutions 117,  119 

His  remarks  on  the  North  Carolina  resolutiotLs  representing  tbe 

scarcity  of  specie  change.. 16i>,  107, 168 

His  remarks  on  tbe  proposition  to  admit  the  reporters  lo  seats  in 

ihe  Senate 100 

Surveyor  General  of  (he  districts  composed  of  the  States  of  Ohio,  Indiana, 

and  Michigan.    Bill  to  change  the  location  of  the  office  of .  19,  '2'3,  CB^  69 

Bill  to  establish  the  office  of,  in  the  State  of  Illinois 38,  49,  120 

Bill  to  discontinue  the  office  of,  in  the  several  districts,  &c — 120 

Surveys.    Bill  authorizing  the  President  of  tbe  United  States  to  cause  cer- 
tain, JO  be  made * 36,  49 

Remarks  of  Mr.  Norvellon  lake 143 

Bin  making  appropriations  for  certain  military  and  geographical 907 

Swartwoni,  Samael,  the  defalcation  of 19 

Swift,  Benjamin,  of  Vermont 1,  17, 19,  92,  106,  129,  916, 9if6 

T. 

Tallmadge,  Naihaniel  P.,  of  New  York.  .28, 99,  36,  48, 51,  58,  (;9.  81,  120,  125, 
120,  135, 141,  158, 179,  190,  197,  199,  202,  267,  209,  21^  291.  223, 

225,920,234,246,247,248 

Rpsolntions  sobmuied  by 81, 141, 188,  225,  946 

His  remarks  on  t'^e  bill  to  postpone  the  fourth  instalment  of  de- 

posiies  with  the  States 30 

His  remarks  on  the  anti-duelling  bill 138 

His  remarks  on  the  bill  giving  the  President  of  the  Uniicd 
States  additional  powers  for  the  defence  of  the  United  States 

against  invasion  in  ceitain  cases 938,  939 

Tennessee.    See  Land  Titles^ Settlers. 
Teias.    See  Slavery,  and  AboHlion  of  Slavery. 

Bill  to  carry  into  effect  the  convention  between  the  United  States 

and,  and  riarkinjr  the  boundarv 110 

Tbeller,  Or,  petition  of,  praying  Congress  to  define  the  rights  of  naturalized 

citiz<>ns,  and  debate 160 

Tipioo,  John,  of  Indiana. . .  1,  17,  18, 19, 20,  99,  93,  25, 96,  99,  36,  42,  48,  58, 61, 
63,  68,  99, 97,  103,  107, 1 1^  112,  U3,  196,  197, 129,  132. 133, 135,  137, 

138,  145,  149,  158 
JUsolQtunifr  submitted  by 18, 96, 61, 99»  146 


Treasurer  of  the  United  States.    Report  from  the i 9 

Treasury.    See  Rives. 

Annual  report  from  the  Secretary  of  the,  on  the  state  of  the  finances . .  9 
Commnnications  from  the  Secretary  of  tbe,  on  miscellaneous 
subjects...  17, 35, 49, 59, 61, 99,  103,  106,  109,111,116,  128,  130, 
133-135, 148, 158, 160,  162, 179, 196,  991,  229,  234 
Resolutions  of  instruction,  and  calling  upon  the  Secretary  for  in- 
&ibrraation..96,96,49,51,99,99,98, 112, 136, 141, 179, 189, 199,932 
Report  from  the  Secretary  of  the,  in  answer  to  the  reaolution  of 
Mr.  Rives.ealling  for  information  in  relation  to  certain  transac- 
tions with  tbe  Bank  of  the  United  States,  and  debate.  .64,  65,  66, 

67.68,81,82,146 
Treasury  notes.    Bill  to  extend  and  revive  the  act  authorizing  the  issue  of,  908, 

929 
U. 

Umbrella  manufacturers.    Bill  for  the  relief  of  certain 189 

University  of  Michigan.    Bill  to  adthorize  the^  to  select  other  lands  in  lieu 

of  those  granted  t hem 36, 49,  99, 909, 9 10 

Vespucci,  Helena  America,  descendant  of  the  celebrated  Americtis  Vespnc- 

cius,  a  navigator  of  the  F5th  century.  The  petition  of,  praying       • 
a  grant  of  land,  and  that  she  may  have  the  rights  of  citizen- 
ship  166,179 

Report  of  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  on  said  petition .  .991, 289 
Virginia.    See  Falmouth  and  Alexandria  Railroad  Company, 
Volunteers.    See  Bounty  Lands. 

Bill  aut  bun  zing  payment  to  certain  Missouri,  for  services 

rendered  in  1829  and  1836 63,99,98,199 

Bill  providing  compensation  to  certain  Michigan,  lately  called 
*       into  the  service  to  preserve  our  neutral  relations  on  the 

frontiers 141 

Bill  for  the  relief  of  Captain  Snodgrass's  Alabama.. 174, 179 

Bill  to  authorize  payment  to  Missouri,  whose  horses  were  lost 
on  their  voyage  to  Tampa  Bay 193 

Walker,  Robert  J.,  of  Mississippi . . .  18,'  19, 99,  95, 26,  28.  99,  48,  58,  69,  63,  68, 

70, 81,  92,  95,  9«,  102, 103,  110.  Ill,  114,  120, 195,  196,  197, 128.  139 

133,  136,  907,  916, 918, 921, 993, 927, 929,  934, 235,  245,  946,  947 

Resolution  sabmitled  by 96 

His  report  on  the  petition  of  America  Vespucci 991 

His  remarks  on  tbe  bill  f^iving  the  President  of  the  United  States 
additional  powers  for  the  defence  of  the  United  States,  in  certain 

cases,  against  invasion 940 

His  remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  regulation  and  graduation  of  the 

price  of  the  public  lands 96,98, 103,  HO,  114,  196 

His  remarks  on  the  bill  authorizing  the  President  to  cause  the  re- 
served lead  mines  to  be  sold 70 

WaU,  Garrett  D.,  of  New  Jersey . .  1, 17,  18. 19,  99, 26,  96.  35,  36.  42,  43,  45,  58, 
59,  63,  67,99, 107, 114,  197,  139,  l33,  138,  139,  145, 149, 150,  160,  162, 
171, 179, 179, 183, 188, 196, 199,  902, 906, 908, 910, 914, 291, 226,  9*^,  946 

Resolutions  submitted  by 96,36,92 

His  remarks  on  the  civil  and  diplomatic  bill 42,  43, 15,  69 

His  remarks  on  the  anti-duelling  bill 138 

His  remarks  on  the  bill  to  prevent  the  interference  of  Federal  officers 

in  elections 189 

War  Department.    See  Rives. 

Communications  fMm  the..  18,  35,81,  95, 103,  106, 116,129,  130,  145, 158, 

171,  182,  206, 229 
Resolutions  calling  on  the  Secretary  of  the,  for  information ....  61,  63,  92, 
112,  m,  141,  145, 180,  182, 188,  199,  21G,  229 
Washington  County  Turnpike  Company.    See  Misso^iri. 
Washington  County  and  St.  Genevieve  Railroad  Company.    Bill  for  the 

benuUof  the 199,205,209,910 

Wa'^ington  Manual  Labor  School.    See  District  of  ColuviMa. 
Washington  Silk  Company.    See  District  of  Columbia. 
Webster,  Daniel,  of  Massachusetts. .  .116, 191. 13.5, 143,  145, 159,  182,  199,  907, 

908,  9-»,  227,  2C9,  230,  234,  23d,  238 
His  remarks  in  relation  to  the  part  he  took  on  the  late  compro- 
mise act 4 183 

His  remarks  on  the  bill  to  secure  the  public  money  and  punish 

defaulters 194 

His  remarks  on  tbe  bill  for  the  reduction  and  graduation  of  the 

price  of  the  public  lands 121 

Weir,  Satnuel,  an  officer  of  the  Senate.    The  death  of 908 

White,  Hugh  L.,  of  Tenneasee. .  .94. 103, 112, 125,  141,  149, 156,  168, 180, 202, 

207,248 

Resolutions  submitted  by 112,141 

Williams,  Ruel,  of  Maine ....  1, 19,  20, 29,  48, 61, 67,  81,  92,  1 12, 190,  125, 127, 

132,  136,  138,  143,  149,  150,  157,  If^O,  176,  179, 182,  196, 199,  205 

207,  908,  909,  916,  917,  918,  991,  22:1,  997,  238 

Resolutions  submitted  by.-. 90,  il,  138,  160 

Credentials  of 204 

His  strictures  on  the  misrepresentations  of  the  course  of  Maine, 
by  the  National  Inielligenccr,  with  reference  to  the  boundary 

question 216,217,218 

Williams,  Tho:Ra,s  H.,  of  Mississippi.  .28, 51, 61,81, 92,94, 95, 99, 127,  132,  136, 
138, 145,  162,  164,  173,  181,  182,  204,  208,  S21,  229,  247 

Resolution  submitted  by 99 

Wisconsin.    See  Apvendix. 

Bill  making  grants  of  land  to  th«  Territory  of,  in  aid  of  certain 

internal  improvements 189, 914 

An  act  to  amend  the  act  establishing  the  Territorial  govern- 
ment of 196 

An  act  to  alter  and  amend  the  organic  law  of  the  Territories 
of  Iowa  and 196,936 


10 


INDEX  TO  THE 


Wiaconsitt.    8w  Appendix,  .    r  .     r       i  .       a 

An  act  to  approve  and  coDnrm  an  act  of  the  Legislative  As- 
sembly of,  creatiog  certain  banks,  and  for  oiher  purposes  —  19G 
An  act  to  authorize  the  construction  of  certain  improvemenis  in .  ..43 
Wright, 

DI,  01,  t»,  o 

ifift  174  nfi , .„_,., 

909;  810,  216,  218,  2-21,  223, 230,  234,  235,  238,  216,  247 

Resolationssabmitted  by 1|30, 177 

His  remarks  on  the  bill  to  secure  the  public  money,  and  punish  de- 
faulters  ....194,200 

His  remarks  on  the  bill  to  postpone  the  fourth  instalment  of  the  de- 
posit es  with  the  States 29,  3 1 

Bis  remarks  on  the  civil  and  diplomatic  bill 42,  46 

His  remarks  on  Mr.  Rives*s  resolution  of  inquiry  as  lo  certain 
transactions  between  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  and  Bank  of 

the  United  States - 52,53 

His  remarks  on  the  proposition  to  admit  reporters  to  seats  in  the 

Senate , 100 

Wrightsville  and  Yorkville  Railroad  Company.    Bill  to  refund  the  duties 
•    on  iron  imported  by  the 176 

Yeas  and  Nays  on  the  bill  to  postpone  the  fourth  instalment  of  the  depositcs 

with  the  States 37 

On  the  civil  and  diplomatic  bill 59 

On  propositions  connected  with  the  abolition  of  slavery,  and  against 
the  admission  of  any  new  State  into  the  Union  which  tolerates 
slavery v**^ ....95,110,179 

On  various  propositions  connected  with  the  bill  for  the  graduation  and 
reduction  of  the  price  of  the  public  lands.  .95, 110, 112, 121,  K6, 127, 130 

On  the  Cumberland  Road  bill 132,  133 


Yeas  and  Nays— 

On  the  anti-duellios:  bill 139,  141 

On  the  bill  to  repeal  the  duties  on  salt 1^7, 159 

On  Mr.  Benton's  resolution  relating  to  the  proceeds  of  the  public  lands. .  158 

On  the  bill  for  the  armed  occupation  of  Florida 174,  180,  995 

On  the  bill  to  provide  for  the  security  and  protection  of  the  emigraat 

Indians 216 

On  the  bill  to  provide  for  the  appointment  of  a  board  of  commissioaers 

to  examine  claims  against  the  United  States 216 

On  laying  on  the  table  the  bill  making  disposition  of  the  Smithsonian 

bequest. 216 

On  the  bill  to  limit  the  powers  of  the  circuit  court  in  the  District  of 

Columbia. 281 

Oo  thearmv  appropriation  bill 230 

On  the  civil  and  diplomatic  bill 234,  238,  246 

On  the  appropriation  to  the  Documentary  History  of  the  Revolution. .  .238 

On  the  propositions  to  distribute  books 238,  246 

On  the  Dill  giving  the  President  of  the  United  States  additioual  powers 

for  the  defence  of  the  U.  States  against  invasion,  in  certain  cases. .  .240 
On  the  bill  to  prevent  the  interference  of  certain  Federal  officers  in 

elections 226 

On  various  propositions  connected  with  the  bill  for  the  better  security 

of  the  public  money,  and  the  punishment  of  defaulters. 202, 209 

On  miscellaneous  questions  not  mcluded  above 114, 144, 200,  202.  207, 

Young,  Richard  M.,  of  Illinois, ....  1, 20,  23, 23, 36. 36,  37, 48, 49, 50, 58,  G7,  69, 

82, 93,  98, 107, 113, 130, 135, 133, 133, 135, 136, 139, 140, 145. 149,  157, 

158,  162, 166, 168, 176, 182,  303, 305, 308,  309, 310,  214,  225 

Resolutions  submitted  by 20,  33, 36, 36, 49,  83,  92, 135. 136, 145 

His  remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  graduation  and  reduction  ot  the 
price  of  the  public  lands 98,  107 


HOUSE   OF   REPRESENTATIVES. 


A. 
Abolition  of  slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia  and  Territories  of  the 
United  States— 

Resolutions  of  Mr.  Atherton  disposing  of  all  memorials,  &c., 
praymg  for  the,  his  remarks  and  the  proceedings  upon  the  same.. 33 
^    ^    ^  "^  24,25,27,28 

Resolution  of  Mr.  Atherton  of  similar  import 87 

Resolution  of  Mr.  Kennedy  defining  the  powers  of  the  constitu- 
tion in  reference  to  the 28 

Resolutions  of  Mr.  Adams  defining  the  powers  of  Congress  over 
the 32,  122 

Resolution  of  Mr.  Wise  defining  the  powers  of  Congress  over 
the,  Ac,  and  proceedings 33 

Resolutions  of  Mr.  Slade,  and  other  propositions  to  rescind  the 
resolutions  of  Mr.  Atherton,  disposing  of  the  petitions,  &c.  for 
the 3;J,  104,105,  106 

Petitions  for  the,  and  proceedings  and  debate  thereon . .  .34,  35,  41 ,  48 
55,  56,  59, 60,  103,  137,  169,  170,  202,  203,  204,  225 

Resolutions  of  Mr.  Elmore  defining  the  relative  powers  of  the 
Federal  and  State  constitutions,  and  the  nature  of  the  compact 
with  reference  to  the 1*23 

Mr.  Adams's  remarks  explicative  of  his  course  in  regard  to  the 
question  of. 137 

Joint  resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of  Vermont  piayini^  ihe,  and 
debate 137,168,169 

Petition  of  the  citizens  of  the  Di«»trict  of  Columbia  remonstrating 
against  the  abolitionist  and  protesting  against  the,  presented  by 
Ely  Moore 171,  173 

Resolution  touching  the 185 

Resolution  of  Mr.  Adams  so  to  amend  the  ronsiiiuiion  as  lo 
abolish  slavery  in  the  United  Stales  after  the  year  1842  218 

Resolution  of  Mr.  Slade  proposing  an  inquiry  by  what  authority 
and  for  what  purpose  certain  negroes  were  handcuffed  and 

carried  through  the  City  of  Wa.'shington 186 

Accounts.  Explanatory  remarks  of  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on, 
relative  to  the  expenses  incurred  by  the  SwaiLwoul  investi- 
gating committee 233 


188  190  191, 192, 193, 195,  196, 197,  200,  201,  203,  206,  309,  215,  218, 
'       '  219,  2vl,  227,  232,  233,  235,  244,  249 

Communication  from,  in  relation  lo  the  Memoirs  ol  G-n.  Lafayette.. 8 

Resolutions  submitted  b^r 8,  9,  33,  122,  150,  151 

His  remarks  on  the  Maine  boundary  question 242 

Agriculture.    Reports  from  the  Committee  on 128,  301 

Atobama.    See  Circuit  Courts, 

Bill  to  establish  additional  land  districts  in 93 

Bill  to  organize  the  district  courts  of  the  United  States  in  the 

State  of 95,98.126,139 

Bill  to  relinquish  to  the  State  of,  the  two  per  cent,  fund 146 

Bill  to  confirm  the  title  to  a  certain  tract  of  land  in  the  county  of 

Mobile 218 

Alabama  volunteers.    Bill  f*r  the  relief  of  Captain  Snodgrass  and  the 

company  of 200 

Alabama,  Florida  and  Georgia  Railroad  Company.    Bill  for  the  relief  of 

'    the T 180,181,190 


ri 


Alexander,  James,  jr.,  of  Ohio 33, 170 

Allen,  Heman,  of  Vermont..  18, 56, 80,  94, 96, 105, 133,  128, 137, 139,  147,  151, 

169,  175,  181,  300,  301 

Resolutions  submitted  by 18,  123,  151 

Allen,  John  W.,  of  Ohio 57,  104,  170 

Resolution  submitted  by 88 

Alleghany  Bank  of  Pennsylvania.    Bill  to  compromise  the  claims  of  the 

United  States  against  the 157,  181 

Alleghany  river.    See  Appropriations, 

Anderson,  Hugh  J.,  of  Maine 63, 105,  106, 137,  187,  213 

Resolution  submitted  by 187 

Andrews,  John  F..  of  New  York ; 56,89,187 

Appropriation,  bill  for  the  support  of  Qovemment,  in  part 34 

For  the  protection  of  the  northern  fronUer..50, 158, 159,  161,  230 

For  the  payment  of  revolmiooary  and  other  pensioners 50, 

158,  159,  161 
For  the  current  and  contingent  expenses  of  the  Indian  De- 
partment  60, 158,  159,  161,  249 

For  the  naval  service  for  the  year  1839 60,  158,  159,  161, 

244  245 
For  the  support  of  the  army  for  the  year  1839.  .60, 158,  161,'  162. 
173,  176, 178,  237, 244,  345,  i^9,  250 
For  the  civil  and  diplomatic  expenses  of  Government  for 
1839. .  108,  175, 195,  197,  198,  201,  206,  208,  214,  215,  216,  219, 
3-20,  323,  3-25,  337,  244, 345,  )MB,  ^49 

For  the  support  of  the  Military  Academy  for  1839 lOB 

For  the  construction  of  the  Cumberland  road 104,  108,  140, 

143, 234.  a35,  a*9 

For  the  services  of  Captain  Drain's  volunteers 108 

For  the  purchase  of  a  library  for  the  Legislative  Council  of 

Iowa 114 

For  the  support  of  the  Penitentiary  in  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia  115,  150,  191 

For  repairs  and  improvemenis  in  the  public  buildings   and 

grounds 140 

For  the  defences  of  the  northern  and  western  frontiers. .  146,  S33 

Resolutions  of  Mr.  Montgomery  relating  to  the yi 

For  the  improvement  of  the  Alleghany  river 146 

For  the  suppression  of  Indian  hostilities  for  1839. .  157,  2^7,  230, 

For  the  temporary  support  and  location  of  the  Seminole 

Indians 157,  159,  161 

For  the  erection  of  a  marine  hospital  at  St.  Joseph's^  in 

Florida 1 75,  190 

For  building  light-houses  and  buoys  for  1839 1'^Ss  191,  218 

For  building  a  pier  at  the  northern  extremity  of  LaMe 

Winnebago 175,190 

To  pay  the  militia  of  Vermont  for  serviceVon  ^^  Canada 

frontier 175 

For  the  purchase  of  land  adjoining  thi*  ^1*  "Iv  ^^  C.\«x\«i- 

ton.  South  Carolina .J^^^* •\'i^v 


For  carrying  on  and  coin^V^vvast  ^^^^'^Wwx  *  •  Vv  ^^^ v^^ J: ' '^"^^ 
For  the  continuation  »JCk<  ^x^uucVi^^tx^inv^'^AVS^        \Sk 


of  commissioners  i 


For  certain  foriilicatiora^  ^^,  vV«  ^^^  Vwj^^ 

For  the  purchase  of  a.     'l^^^Vx^t*^'*  ^^^  vC^ .         If  ^    .. ^ 
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Aikansas. 


Appropriations — 

For  the  buildiogof  cnstom-koiises  at  New  Oi  leans,  Pbiladel- 

phia,  and  Saraunah 191 

For  the  improvement  of  certain  harbors,  and  for  the  surrey 

of  others 183,  191 

For  the  repair  of  certain  public  works 218 

Sanreysof  the  pabliclandsin 820 

Mr.  Yell's  propositicoi  for  a  road  from  Memphis  to  Little  Rock, 

in 234 

Bai  to  settle  the  title  of  eeriain  tracts  of  land  in 241 

Armed  occupation  of  Florida.    Bill  to  provide  for  the 214,  215, 260 

ArmoriesL    Propositions  relating  to  national,  and  debate.  158,  161, 162,  173, 229 

Aimory  on  the  western  waters.    Bill  for  the  erection  of  an 80, 175 

Anns.    The  dislribation  of. 86 

The  prices  of  mannfactare  of. 184 

Araj.    Bill  making  appropriations  for  the  support  of  the 60, 158, 161 ,  173, 

176, 178,  237,  244,  245,  249,  250 

Army  and  marine  corps.    The  improvement  of  the 89 

Aiseaab 135,175 

Alts.    Bill  in  addition  to  the  act  to  promote  the  progress  of  the  useful .  .201,  241 

Atlienon,  Charles  Q.,  of  New  Hampshire 23, 34,  74, 103, 106, 137, 191, 

245  249 
Awards.    Resolution  calling  upon  the  Secretarv  of  the  Treasury  for  in- 
formation in  relation  to  the,  under  the  convention  with  France.  153 

Under  the  Choctaw  treaty 161,181 

B. 
Baak,  national.  Petition  of  John  Preston  for  establbhing  a,  on  a  new  prin- 
ciple  169 

of  Columbia.    Bill  to  prevent  the  abatement  of  suits  and  actions  now 

pending,  in  which  the,  in  Georgetown,  may  be  a  party 218 

(a  Mineral  Point.    Condition  of  the 203 

of  the  State  of  Missouri.    When  ma^  a  depository 200, 207 

Condition  of  the  Citizen's,  of  Louisiana 113 

Baak&    Report  of  the  amounts  due  by  depo^ite,  at  the  time  of  suspension ...  1 1 1 
Resolmicm  of  Mr.  Thompson,  of  South  Carolina,  proposing  the 
recepUon  of  the  notes  of  specie  paying,  in  payment  of  dues  to 

the  Government 152 

Bill  repaajing  the  act  of  3d  March,  1837,  authorizing  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  to  compromise  the  claims  of  the  United  Statets 

again^  certain 157,  181 

BaAks,  Lynn,  of  Virginia 57, 89, 104, 114, 116, 136, 146, 152, 153, 157, 184, 

208,  214,  215, 219, 228, 248 

Beally,  WUliam,  of  Pennsylvania 38, 40, 41, 105, 134, 135, 169,226 

Beers,  Cyrus  D.,  of  New  York 56,169,185 

Beinic,  Andrew,  of  Virginia. 56,89,104,121,139,152,225 

ell  John,  of  Tennessee 9,  24,  59, 64,  114, 153,  158, 170, 176, 178. 180,  181, 

'  184, 189,  190,  192, 193, 198.  200,  204,  225,  227,  228,  242, 245, 248,  249,  250 
His  resolotion  proposing  to  leave  the  letter  carriage  to  free  competition 
and  individual  enterprise,  and  disconnect  the  Government  therefrom.  184 

BickneiU  Bennett,  of  New  York 87,169,  184,203 

Biddte,  Richard,  of  Pennsylvania...  .27, 38,  41,  50, 102, 105, 120, 133, 147, 157, 

^  16^,164, 206,205,236,  23d 

Bilk  reported.. 18,  34,  50, 60,  93,  94,  95, 96, 98, 108, 110,  HI,  112, 114, 115, 121, 

1%.  128,  130, 137, 139, 142, 146, 150, 151, 157, 175, 180, 183, 184, 189, 191, 

200,201,218,235,  241 

Bills  passed .  .34, 94,  99, 109, 115, 139, 142, 143,  147, 148, 157, 159,  IGI,  165,  175, 

178,  180,  190, 191, 193,  204, 208, 218,  219,  230,  235,  230,  244,  248,  250 

Bflls  reported  against  and  rejected 116,  147,  180, 181, 190, 192, 193,  200, 245 

Birdsall,  Samuel,  of  New  York... 39, 169 

Blair,  Francis  P.    The  memorial  of 139 

Bond!  William  Key,  of  Ohio. .  .27, 57,  71,  79, 88,  91,  96,  HI,  137, 146, 154. 170, 
^^  175,  188, 195,  201, 216,  220,  248,  249 

Roods.    Bill  authorizing  the  cancelling  of  certain  debenture ^..111 

Booki.    Resolution  of  Mr.  Martin  for  the  distribution  of,  among  the  new 

representatives 184 

Boon,  Ratlifif  of  Indiana 71, 79, 85,  86,  109, 126, 128, 140,  142, 144 

Boiden,  Nathaniel  B.,  of  Massachusetts 137, 187 

Booldm,  James  W.,  of  Virginia.  ..35,  62, 102, 104, 115, 133,  134, 139,  146, 165, 

170, 175, 191, 192, 218,  219, 220, 236,  250 

Boonty  lands.    Petitions  and  resolutions  relating  to. 56,  89 

Brian,  George  N.,  of  Massachusetts ....  20, 21,  41,  64,  86,  97,  99, 105, 157,  164, 
178, 180,  181,  187, 193,  215, 219, 227, 230,  235,  241,  243,  248,  250 

Brodhead,  John  C,  of  New  York 87,105 

BroDsoo,  J.  H.,  of  New  York 2,  22,  27,  40,  56,  60,  68,  74,  89, 102,  1 12, 1 14, 

123,  137,  139.  142,  144, 146,  151,  158,  159,  168,  169,  175,  181, 183, 
186,  187,  188,  180,  190,  191,  192, 196, 197,  198,  201,  206,  208,  214, 

216, 225,  233,  243,  250 
Bra3rn,  Andrew  D.  W.,  of  New  York.    Annunciation  of  the  death  of,  and 

testimonial  of  respect  by  the  House  of  Representatives 17 

Buchanan,  Andrew,  of  Pennsylvania 60,  68,  169 

Bynnm,  Jesse  A.,  of  Nonh  Carolina 61, 62, 134, 170^  206, 208, 21 1 

His  remarks  in  repl^  to  Mr.  Stanley  and  Mr.  Ogle,  and  m  opposi- 
tion to  the  proposition  of  the  lotter  gentleman  to  discontinue  the 

mint  at  Charlotte,  Noith  Carolina 223, 224, 225 

C. 

Calhoon,  John,  of  Kentucky 33,  34,  90, 102, 162, 181, 191 

CtAioun,  William  B.,  of  Massachusetts.  .33, 48, 86, 105, 142, 158, 173, 202, 220, 

237,  245 
GtBbreleng,  Churchill  C,  of  New  York.  ..8,  9,  20,  21,  34,  35,  60,  51,  60,  61, 
04.  71,  72,  80,  89,  93,  95,  105,  107,  108,  109,  111,  113,  115, 
121,  125,  126,  130,  131,  132,  139,  144,  146,  157,  158,  161,  162, 
168, 169,  173,  175,  176,  178,  180,  181,  188,  189,  190,  194,  195, 
196, 197,  200,  201,  202,  204,  206,  208,  214,  215,  216.  218,  219, 
220,  223,  825,  227,  229,  230,  244,  245,  248,  249,  250 


CampbeU,  John,  af  South  Carolina 62,90, 104, 123, 181, 199 

Campbell,  William  B.,  of  Tennessee 27,  57,  90, 114, 139,  146, 153, 248 

Canada.    The  relations  of  the  United  States  with 86 

Canal.    Bill  for  the  purchase  of  the  stock  of  the  Louisville  and  Ponland. . .  123 

Carlton,  James  P.    6ill  for  the  relief  of.. 180 

Carter,  William  B.,  of  Tennessee 104,  123,  139,  176,  184 

Casey,  Zadok,  of  Illinois.  ..51,  57,  60.  64,  80,  90,  93,  104,  105,  114,  115,  122, 
126,  130,  139,  140,  142,  143,  144,  146,  147,  154,  170,  191,  200,  207, 

208,  218,  241,  249,  250 

Cass,  Lewis.    The  condition  of  the  accountsof. 103 

Census  of  the  United  States.  Bill  to  provide  for  taking  the  sixth,  and  debate  170, 

184,  233,  234,  250 
Central  America.  Resolution  requiring  the  President  to  open  a  correspon- 
dence with  the  confederation  of. 91 

Certificates  of  deposite.    Bill  to  authorize  certain,  to  be  cancelled  and  re- 
issued  .'218 

Chambers,  John,  of  Kentucky.. 28,  33,  60,  80,  93,  98,  99,  104,  114,  115,  139, 

142,  146,  147,  161,  162,  166,  175,  180,  181,  182,  183,  189,  191, 

194,  197,  206,  218,  220,  m,  230,  Hi 

Chaney,  John,  of  Ohio ^ 2, 170 

Chaplain.    Joint  resolution  for  the  alection  of ^v 8 

Motion  to  elect,  and  election  of  Rev.  Levi  Reese  as 22,  34 

Chapman,  Reuben,  of  Alabama. . .  .57,  91, 93,  104,  126, 147, 154, 180, 190, 200. 

20^,209,21^,228 

Chapman,  W.W..  of  Iowa 58,90,121,143,171,190,227 

Charg€  to  Holland.    Appropriation  for 219 

Charleston  harbor.    Fortifications  in ^ 245 

Cheatham,  Richard,  of  Tennessee 122,  139, 153 

Cherokee  warriors  to  be  placed  on  the  pension  roll 249 

Chickafiaw  treaty.    Statement  in  relation  to  the 58 

Childs,  Timothy,  of  New  York 89,  94, 110, 123, 128,  139,  169,  175,  218 

Choctaw  treaty.    Bill  to  appoint  commissioners  to  adjust  the  claims  under 

the 214,250 

Churchill,  Major    Sylvester.      Claims    for  extraordinary  expenses  in 

Florida,  &c 85 

Circuit  courts.    Bill  to  authorize  the,  to  appoint  their  own  clerks,  and  to  re- 
gulate the  fees  of  clerks  in  the  Btates  of  Louisiana  ana  Alabama. 218 
Bill  to  change  the  terms  of  the,  for  the  Eastern  district  of  Louisiana, 

and  the  Southern  district  of  Alabama. 218 

Claimants  on  Mexico.    Petition  for  the,  praying  certain  indemnity 200 

Claims.    See  RevohUionary. 

Resolutions  of  instruction  to  the  Committee  of. . .  34, 58, 87,  89,  90,  91, 

122,  125,  153, 154,  184 
Bilhi  reiK)rted  from  the  Committee  of..  ..60,93, 98,  HI,  114, 126, 130, 

139, 142,  146,  175,  191 

Resolutions  reported  by  the 108,  114.240 

Reports  from  tne  Committee  gf,  on  miscellaneous  subjects. 60,  93,  98, 
108,  111,  114,  130. 139, 142,  146,  147,  184,  191,  201,  218 

Petitions  praying  the  payment  oi. . .  • 56,  57, 88 

Claims  against  the  United  States  lor  revolutionary  services.    Report  of  the 

Select  Committee  upon  the  subject  of,  and  proceedings  on. .  .227, 230, 

235,240 

Bill  to  establish  a  board  of  commissioners  to  examine 122 

Clark,  John  C,  of  New  York 90,105,152,159,169,194 

Clarke,  Matthew  St.  Clair,  candidate  for  clerk  to  House  of  Representatives... 2 
Clerk  of  the  House  uf  Representatives.    Motions  to  proceed  to  tiie  election 

of,  viva  voce,  ana  nomination 2 

Report  of  the. contingent  expenses  in  the  office  of  the 16 

Resolution  of  Mr.  Everett  proposing  to  prescribe  certain  duties  to  the.  151 
Resolution  of  Mr.  Rives,  directing  the,  to  prepare  an  abstract  of 

abolition  petitions,  and  by  whom  presented 185 

Clerks  in  the  departments  at  Washington.    Propasition  of  Mr.  Dromgoole 

to  increase  the  salaries  of 219,220,225 

Clerks  in  the  custom-house  at  Philadelphia.  Proposition  to  pay  the  salaries 

of  the 219 

Cleveland,  Jesse  F.,  of  Georgia 170 

Clowney,  William  K.,  of  South  Carolina 115, 139, 144, 180 

Coffin,  Charles  D.,  of  Ohio 25,104,131,132,170 

Coin.    Bill  to  prevent  the  counterfeiting  of  foreign 200 

Coles,  Waller,  of  Virginia 104, 124, 140, 14d,  170,  185,  201,  249 

Collection  districts.    Bill  to  establish  certain,  and  to  make  ports  of  entry 

therein ; . .  191 

Collectors  of  the  customs.    Proposition  of  Mr.  Chambers  requiring  the,  to 

deposite  all  moneys  to  the  credit  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States.  225 
Columbian  College.    Bill  supplemental  to  the  act  granting  certain  city  lots 

tothe 218 

Commerce.    Resolutions  and  other  propositions  of  instructions  to  the  Com- 
mittee on 87, 88,  89, 122, 123,  152,  154,  184, 185, 187, 227 

Bills  and  resolutions  reported  from  the  Committee  on. 60,  98,  111, 

114,115,142,175,183,191,218 
Reports  of  the  Committee  on,  on  miscellaneoas  subjects.  ..116, 

130,  139,  142, 147,  175,  191,  240 

Committees.    Appointment  of  standing 18,  20, 61 

Select 61,87,132,133,134,136 

Comptroller  of  the  Treasury.    Communications  from  the 51,  80, 197 

Congress.    The  resolution  of  Mr.  Adams  defining  the  powers  of. 33 

Mr.  Wise's  resolution  of  similar  import 33 

Legitimate  objects  of,  under  the  constitution 121 

Congress  of  Nations.    Propositions,  petition.s,  Ac,  relating  to  the  establish- 

mg  of  a,  for  the  settlement  of  national  disputes 130 

Connor,  Henry  W.,  of  North  Carolina.  8,  20,  95,  96, 130, 143, 146, 147, 150, 152, 

.      162  180, 908,  209,  227,  «8,  241,  250,  25S| 

Constantinople.    Appropriation  for  a  resident  minister  at 244 

Constitution  of  the  United  States.    Proposed  alterations  in  the 85, 91 


w 


ffli^iipy^ 


Oonsiitntion  of  the  United  States— 

The  practice  and  powers  of  the 1'23 

Resolutions  of  Mr.  Adams  to  amend  the,  so  as  to  abolish  slavery 

in  the  United  Slates  after  the  year  1842 918 

Contested  elections.    See  Elections. 

Contincent  expenses  of  ihA  Senate.    Proposition  to  reduce  the 825 

Corwin,  Thomas,  of  Ohio 2,  90,  94,  104, 128, 166, 200, 216 

Coarts.    Bills  relating  to  district,  of  the  United  States. 21, 95, 98, 99,  126,  1^ 

See  Circuit  Courls^^Criminal  Courts. 
District.    See  Alabama. 
Crabb,  George  W.,  of  Alabama.  86, 90,95,  lOi,  122, 136, 171, 175, 186, 192, 193. 

200  201  218  227  241  248 

Craig,  Robert,  of  Virffinia.28, 34, 35, 56,  60,94, 104, 108,'  109,' 114,' 115.' 116,' 121, 

122,  128, 130, 133, 146,  147, 152, 172,  176,  180,  200, 201, 215,  219, 227,  235 

Cranston,  Robert  B.,  of  Rhode  Island 56,87,105,137,  178 

Crary,  Isaae  E.,  of  Michigan.  1, 18,  20, 55, 57,  71,  72, 90, 97, 104. 121,  122, 133, 

145,  153,  155,  158,  159, 171,  190, 195, 224,  241 
Creek  frauds  in  Alabama.    Proposition  for  a  commissioner  to  investigate 

the r 249 

Crimes  against  the  United  States.    Bill  for  the  panisbment  of  certain 94 

Criminal  courts.    Bill  to  amend  an  act  establishing  in  the  District  of 

Colombia 175,  191 

Crockett.  John  W.,  of  Tennessee 57,90, 142,153,184 

Cross,  Major.    The  accounts  of 51 

Cumberland  road.    Toll  gates  on  the,  &c  —   90 

Bill  for  the  continuation  of  ihe,  in  Ohio,  Indiana,  and  Illinois, 

and  debate.... 108,104,143,234,235,249 

Curtis,  Edward,  of  New  York. . .  .21.  71,  87,  89.  98, 105,  115,  122,  132,  260, 251 

Cashing,  Caleb,  of  Massachusetts. .  .23, 24,  27,  34,  38,  47,  56,  64,  68,  86,  97,  98, 

105,  109, 122,  130, 135,  137,  140,  144,  150,187,197,200,216,219, 

224,  241 
His  protest  against  laying  the  petition  of  Joseph  Young  and  others, 
on  the  table,  under  Mr.  Atherton's  revsolution,  and  debate 

thereon 59,  60 

Cushman,  Samuel,  of  Massachusetts. 2,  23,  24,  34.  47,  48,  51, 55,  60,  68,  85,  87, 
93,  94,  98,  106,  111,  115, 126.  128, 130,  132,  133,  137,  140,  142,  146,  153,  166, 
175,  183, 190,  191,  213,  218, 219,  227, 240  245,  250 
Costom-honses.    Bill  making  appropriations  for  the  building  of,  at  New 

Orleans,  Philadelphia,  and  Savannah 191 

Custom-house  officers.    Bill  to  define  the  number,  compensation  and  duties 

of. 191 

D. 

Darlington,  Edward,  of  Pennsylvania 93, 1 1 1 ,  124,  146, 152,  201 

Davee,  Thoma^s,  of  Maine lOi,  106,  137,203 

Davies,  Edward,  of  Pennsylvania 34,  105,  121,  151, 152,  161,  168,  233 

Dawson,  William  C,  of  Georj^ia. .  .28,  57,  86, 124, 132  133, 223,  225,  234,  249 
Debenture  bonds  on  the  exportation  of  coal.    Bill  to  autnorize  the  cancella- 
tion of  certain 191 

Debcrry,  Edmund,  of  North  Carolina 128, 170,201 

Defaloations.    Report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  on  the,  of  collectors 

and  receivers 153 

See  Swartwout — Price — Qratiot, 

Defaulters.    Bill  for  the  punishment  of 60 

Motion  of  Mr.  Wise  to  print  20,000  copies  of  documents  relat- 
ing to  public,  and  discussion 70,  71, 72,  73,  74,  75,  70,  77,  78, 

79,  112, 113, 114 
Resolution  of  Mr.  James  Garland,  calling  upon  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  for  further  information  in  relation  to. ...'..  .73 

Mr.  McKay's  resolution  for  information  of 91,  152 

Resolution  of  Mr.  Underwood,  for  information  in  relation  to..  153 
De  Graff,  John  J.,  of  New  York. . .  .56,  71,  89, 97, 123, 137,  139,  169, 175, 187, 

191,230 

Dcposite  banks.    Amount  of  money  due  the  Government  from  the  late 89 

Disbursing  officers.    Mr.  W.  W.  Campbell's  resolution  for  information  of 

the  per  ccTitpge  allowed 153 

District  courts  of  the  United  Stales.    To  confer  circuit  Court  jurisdiction  to 

the,  in  Mississippi 21,  99 

Bill  to  reorganize  the,  in  the  State  of  Alabama 126 

Bill  relating  to  the,  for  the  State  of  Mississippi 183 

Sec  Abolition  of  Slavery. 
District  of  Columbia.    Resolution  of  instruction  to  the  Committee  on  the, 

into  the  propriety  of  territorial  government  for 88 

Resolutions  or  instruction  to  the  Committee  on  the 185 

Bills  and  propositions  reported  from  the  Committee  on  the.  139, 150,  218 

An  act  for  the  support  of  the  penitentiary  in  the 115, 160, 191 

The  salary  of  the  physician  or  the  penitentiary  in  the ....  150,  192 

Anti-abolition  petition  of  the  citizens  of  the 171, 172 

Billt'i  provide  for  the  erection  of  a  jail  in  the  City  of  Wa.sh- 

ington 191, 192 

Bill  for  the  suppression  of  duelling  in  the. .  .9, 18,  50,  143, 191, 192, 193 
Bill  to  provide  for  a  free  bridge  across  the  Eastern  Branch  of  the 

Potomac,  City  of  Washin^n 150,  192 

Bill  to  incorporate  the  Washmgton  Manual  Labor  School  and  Male 

Orphan  Assylum 150, 191 

Bill  to  incorporate  the  Washington  City  Benevolent  Society..  139, 191 
Bill  to  incorporate  the  Navy  Yard  Beneficial  Society  in  the .'. . .  139, 191 
Bill  to   incorporate  the  Lafayette  Beneficial  Soc:cty  of  Wash- 
ington  139,  191 

Bill  to  amend  an  act  to  establish  criminal  courts  in  the 175, 191 

Bill  for  the  purchase  of  a  site  for  a  powder  magazine  and  keeper's 

house  in  the 175 

Bill  for  the  relief  of  the  trustees  of  the  old  capitol 60, 181 

Bill  for  the  suppression  of  gaming  in  the 199, 193 


District  of  Columbia- 
Bill  supplementary  to  (he  act  granting  certain  city  lots  to  the  cor- 
poration of  the  Columbian  College,  dec. 2\% 

Jomt  resolution  aulhofizii>g  the  opening  of  an  alley,  and  the  execu- 
tion of  certain  deeds  in  toe  City  of  Washington 235 

Bill  to  extend  the  jurisdiction  of  the  corporation  of  the  City  of 

Washington  over  the  Potomac  bridge 835 

Bill  to  incorporate  the  Oeorgetowa  College  in  the 935 

Documentary  History  of  the  RevolmioB.    Mr.  fettiken^  joint  resolation 
for  the  distribution  of  the,  and  other  propositions,  and  debate.  162,  163. 219, 

944,  S45,  S48,  949 

Doty,  J.  W.,  delegate  elect  from  the  Territory  of  WiscoDsin. .  <  1, 18,  tfO,  96, 97, 

lOi,  106,  192,  150,  155, 171,  173, 181,  188,  IM,  20»,  919 

Downing,  Charles,  of  Florida ...  57,  66, 90, 91, 104, 146, 154, 171 ,  180,  18t,  188, 

188, 190,  907, 91<  915.  W7,  230, 949 

Dromgoole,  Gkorge  C,  of  Virginia.    Hit  molioM  fO  elect  dark  viva  voce 9 

Elis  motion  to  aoiettd  the  rules  by  ineorporating  tkarein  the  vims 

vou  principle,  to  govern  the  House  m  all  future  elections.  18,  91 

Propositions,  4ce.,  of.  .66,  59, 61, 96,  96, 99, 106, 106, 108,  109,  198, 

137,  198,  132, 13a,  134, 136,  139, 169,  179, 193, 906, 213,  219,  990, 

241  980 
Dry  docks.    Bill  for  the  construction  of,  at  Brooklyn.  108, 113, 114, 115, 916, 919 

Bill  for  the  construction  of,  at  Philadelphia 109, 113, 115 

Proposition  for  a^  at  Pensaoola,  Florida 113, 116 

Dublin,  Mercer  county,  Ohio.    Bill  to  compensate  the  township  of,  for  the 

loss  of  school  lands , 175 

Duelling.    Bill  for  the  suppression  of,  in  the  District  of  Columbia. .  .9,  18,  50, 

143,  191,  199;  ji3 

Select  Committee  on 30,50 

Duncan,  Alexander,  of  Ohio 67,  74, 94,  99, 191, 198, 136,  170,  187,  iOH 

Resolution  of  Mr.  PrsntiiO,  of  Mississippi,  proposing  the  expul- 
sion of,  for  certain  publications  in  the  Globe  abusive  of  Mossra. 

Stanley  and  SouthgMe,  debate,  6lc 909, 9i0, 911, 212,  213, 914 

His  card  in  relation  to  Stanley,  Sonthgate  and  Randolpb. .  .211,  912, 

913,914 

Dunn,  Geor^  H..  of  Indiana 67, 90,  104,  170,  903 

Duties  on  railroad  iron.    Bill  to  reiVind  the,  on  certain  iron  imported  by  the 
Philadelphia,  Wilmington  and  Baltimore  Railroad  Company. 96,  163, 165 

Edwards,  John,  of  New  York * 56,89,169,190 

Elections.    Resolution  of  Mr.  Prentiss,  of  Mississippi,  defining  the  powers 

of  the  Federal  constitution  over  the  State 88 

See  Clerk  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 

Resolutions  of  instruction  to  the  Committee  on lU 

ResoIiMiea  of  Mr.  Kennedy,  relating  to  abuses  in A 

Report  of  the  Committee  of,  in  relaiioa  to  the  oontested  seat  of 

the  Delegate  from  Wisconsm 60, 96, 9^ 

Resolution  of  Mr.  Graham,  of  North  Carolina,  proposing  to 
enact  a  law  providing  a  new  mode  for  the  formation  or  the 

Committee  on \5^ 

Elliott,  Commodore  J.  D.    Mr.  Wise's  resolution  ealling  for  infomaatioD  as 
to  certain  charges  preferred  against,  and  report  of  the  Secretary 

of  (he  Navy  thereon I2i,  lAttjVi^ 

Mr.  Fletcher's  resolution  as  to  charges  against lao 

Mr.  Naylor's  resolution  calling  for  copies  of  the  charges,    by 

Charles  C.  Barton^  against 152,  16l,  \^^ 

Resolution  of  Mr.  Lincoln  calling  on  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  for 

certain  documents  relating  to,  and  report  of  Secretary  upon 187, 

194, 2&V 
The   remarks  of  Mr.   Naylor  against,  and  the  reply  of    Mr. 

McClure 194,  195 

Select  Commi.tee  to  investigate  alt  charges  against 195,  197, 20ft 

Resolution  of  paid  Committee 214 

Elmore,  Franklin  H.,  of  South  Carolina 34,  36, 99, 109, 113, 123.  190.  131. 

«      „  .  «.n       ^         .  ^^^*  '^'  '^'  *^'»  ^'^»  ^'  ^»  ^*  *86,  S45,  960,  »\ 

Enrolled  Bills.    Commute^:  on ci 

Evans*,  George,  of  Maine.  .33,  59,  65, 106,  110,  ill,  113, 114, 125,  135,  137,  144, 

146,  176.  183, 188,  198,  201,  90?a,  906,  3-^,  295,  227,  2d9,  23^,  336,  S 19 

Everett,  Horace,  of  Vermont ....  56,  58,  88,  94, 106, 107, 108, 125, 137.  140.  143, 

144,  145,  146,  151,  157, 159,  161, 168,  169,  172,  180,  181, 187,  ISO,  191*  196. 

200, 204,  906, 214, 219,  220, 223,  227, 234,  24 1 ,  34»,  349 

Ewing,  John,  of  Indians . .  ..60,  80,  89, 94,  104, 108, 121, 123,  139, 140,  146.  154, 

170,  190,  220.  325,  228,  215 
Executive  printing.    Mr.  Bond's  proposition  to  change  the  mode  of  Exe- 
cuting the 195,219,244,  245,  348 

P. 

Fairfield,  John,  of  Maine.    Resigns  his  seat  as  representative 63 

Farrington,  James,  of  New  Hampshire ^ . . .  S4,  ISff 

Fillmore,  Millard,  of  New  York ...  .21,  47,  66, 106,  108, 123, 131,  142,  146,  151, 

187,  227, 230,  24 1 ,  243,  24IJ 
His  annunciation  of  the  death  of  Mr.  Patterson,  of  New  Yorir.  .../if 

Finances.    Report  of  ihe  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  on  the 9 

Report  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  on  the  state  of 

the,  and  debate 144,157,  ^Z?*?  »V 

Fletcher,  Isaac,  of  Vermont .  58,  80, 94, 105, 12G,  169. 180  181 ,  200, 203,  214, 241 
Fletcher,  Richard,  of  Massachusetts.  .34,  48, 86, 97. 105*  \36,  ^37, 14*2,  150, 157, 

I'Ts'  if!o,  187.  ^y  ^yn  ^^ 

Florida.     Bill  to  provide  fof  the  erecvwn  of  pubUc  W\A^-vtf^, '^^  •  l^^v^^t  ^^ 
Bill  to  fix  the  salaries  of  iV\«\teepers  of  vYito r^ Vv^c t^'t'^^^^^i \\\.  .X^b, 

Bill  for  the  establishmen  t  ol  »»t^\Tv  V*>t\si  ^.^  .  *^. « -  ^^^^^ 

Bill  for  the  improvemer^^    Ti\,^*>^«^*^  ^t  L^^\rtV^'^^^^^^«> 

repair  of  certain  road=5^  VT  '-"-IN^-.    ^vi     '•'  \^\9Rm 

Bill  to  establish  a  pon  o£"     ^>:::.«3l^^-  ^^^x-  >^  '    .  •  -^^^^^'^ 
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Bill  makiog  provision  for  the  poichaae  w)d  repair  of  coart- 

iiooias,ili 189, 190 

Bill  for.  the  purchase  of  a  law  library  for  the  use  of  the  Board 

of  Commitfsionefs  and  Court  of  Appeals,  in 188,  190,  208 

Bill  DiakiDg  provision  for  a  court-house  in  Duval  county,  in 908 

Proceeding  of  a  coaveniion  in,  for  the  formation  of  a  Stale 

eoQstitution 208 

Bill  to  provide  for  the  armed  occupatiou  ol 214.  215 

Florida,  Alabama,  and  Qeorgia  Railroad  Company.    BiU  for  the  benefit  ot 

the. 180,181 

Flonda  «iur.    The  armed  occupation  bill 214,215,250 

Resolution  o/  Mr.  Underwood,  relating  to  the  manner  fur- 
nished, and  price  of  supplies  to  the  troops  engaged  ia  the . .  187 
Proposition  of  Mr.  W.  C.  Johnson,  authorizing  the  President 

to  accept  the  services  of  5,000  volunteers  for  the 249 

See  Mmrst^^JMian  UosliliUes. 
Foreign  Affiiirs.    Propositions  of  instruction  to  the  Committee  on. .  .56,  91, 123 

Bills  and  resolutions  reported  from  the  Committee  on 98, 128, 241 

Reports,  on  miscellaneous  subjects,  by  the  Committee  on .  .112, 128, 200, 

218,  241 
Resolutions  reported  from  the  CommiUee  on,  calling  upon  Mexico 

fur  a  speedy  settlement  of  the  pending  negotiations 241 

Bill  giving  to  the  President  of  the  United  States  additional  powers 
for  the  defence  of  the  United  States,  in  certain  cases,  against 
invasioo,  &c. ;  and  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Maine 
boondanr  dispute,  and  the  di^urbances  upon  that  frontier,  and 

debate 230, 231, 232,^  236, 241, 2«,  243, 244 

Foreign  missions.    Proposition  of  Mr.  Bond  to  limit  the  contingent  fund, 

Ac  Ut$6€0 216 

Forts  in  the  New  York  harbor.     Bill  making  appropriation  (or  the  re- 

boildiBgof  the  walls  of  the 200 

Poster,  Henry  A.,  of  New  York 89,99,105, 136 

Foondiy,  National.    The  Select  Committee  on 87,89, 123 

Bills  and  other  propositions  for  the  establishment  of  a. ..  115, 233, 242 
France.    See  Afecic^. 

Fianklin,  Walter,  late  Clerk  of  the  House  of  Representatives.    Annun- 
ciation of  the  death  of 2 

Resolution  to  pay  the  salary  of,  to  his  widow 9 

Praskiog  privilege.    Heaoluiion  relaubg  to 122 

Frontiers.    See  NortKem  and  WesUm^and  NartheasUm, 

Defence  of  the . . ..50,  58,  146, 158, 159, 161, 195,  218, 229,  230, 244 

Fiy,  Jacob,  jr..  of  Pennsylvania 38,  40, 110, 128, 142, 146, 200, 218 

G. 

GaUop»  Albert,  of  New  York 34,105,121,169,245 

Gamins  in  the  District  of  Columbia.    BUI  for  the  suppression  of. 192, 193 

Garland,  Hugh  A.    Elected  and  qualified  clerk  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives.  2, 3 

See  CUrk. 
Gariand;  James,  of  Virginia ...  .9, 31, 35, 55.  57,  58, 61,  73, 74, 85, 89, 104, 109, 

HI,  115, 121, 133,  135, 146, 176,  190,  2iL  215 

Gariand,  Rice,  of  Looisiana.. . .22, 27, 57, 62, 89, 93, 99, 109,  111,  112, 114, 123, 

126.  128.  131,  140,  142,  143. 158, 170, 17^,  184,  '^^^^^^^i^^^^ 

Georgia.    Select  Committee  on  the  memorial  of,  for  the  payment  of  certifi- 
cates of  revolutionary  debt 61 

Proposition  of  Mr.  Grantland  to  refund  to,  885,000,  Ac 228,  230 

GibvMi,  Colonel  Geerge.    BUI  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representatives  of..  147 
Qtddiari.  Joshua  R.,  of  Ohio..  .57,  93, 98. 102, 104. 106,  111,  114,  121, 139, 142, 

144, 146,  170,  180. 19L  192,  197. 21^ 
His  remarks  against  making  appropriations  to  the  Uistnct  or 
Columbia,  whilst  the  institution  of  slavery  existed  in  said 

District 192 

Glascock,  Thomas,  of  Georgia 9,35,57,181,192,210 

Ooode,  Paiiick  a,  of  Ohio 57,104,122,170,178 

Government,  Federal.    Memorial  praying  for  the  removal  of  the  seat  of. . .  105 
Bill  making  appropriations  ic^r  the  civil  and  diplomatic  ex- 
penses of  the 108, 175, 195, 197, 198, 201,  m,  208,  214,  215, 

216, 219,  220,  223,  225, 227, 241,  245,  248,  249 
Bill  authorizing  the  issue  of  Treasury  notes  to  meet  the  ex- 
penses of. 100 

Giaham.  James,  of  North  Carolina..56, 89, 104, 136, 139, 152, 155, 223,  225, 248 

Oiaham,  William,  of  Indiana 57,58,104,170,203 

Grant,  Abraham,  P.,  of  New  York.  .56,  59, 88, 132, 146. 147, 151, 169,  183, 184, 

186, 194, 228, 234, 235, 244 

Ofantland,  Seaton,  of  Georgia 122, 153,230 

Giaikft,  General.    The  alleged  defalcation  df 95, 1 16 

Onves,  William  J.,  of  Kentucky .  .57,  62, 112, 123,  161, 170,  204, 219,  220. 225, 

233,  241,  250 

Gray,  Hirmm,  of  New  York 56, 89, 90. 98,  HI,  134, 135, 209, 210, 235, 245 

His  remarks  on  the  annunciation  of  the  death  of  the  Hon.  A.  W. 

Bruyn 17 

His  n»ly  to  S.  S.  Prentiss,  of  Mississippi,  on  the  vote  of  thanks  to 

the  Speaker 252 

Great  Britain.  The  relations  generally  of  the  United  States  with,  and  par- 
ticularly in  reference  to  tne  Canadian  transactions,  the  occupation  of 
the  Oregon  Territory,  and  the  condition  of  the  Maine  boundary  ques- 
tion...:.  86,150,241 

Gmraell, Georige,  jr.,  of  Massachusetts'. .  .8,  18,  24, 34, 41, 47, 85, 105,  111,  131, 

133, 137, 140, 150, 175,  215, 227,  228,  230, 248 

GriSa,  John  K.,  of  Sooth  Carolina 99,102, 114 

H. 

Haley.  Etisha,  of  Connecticut 56, 115, 121, 124, 125, 150, 176, 203, 220 

HsD/miand,  of  .Veritonl Mi  86,105, 116, 125, 137, 147, 170, 227 

HslTof  thc'fioifie  of  Itepresenlativta.'  Arranf^ement  of  the. . .. ; 8, 9, 18 

MotiflBttognuUtlMUMorUM^  to «....^...*  ••••31,69,64,68 


Hayti. 


Hemp. 


Halstead,  William,  of  New  Jersey ...  .89,  105. 169, 185,  ^90, 904, 208,  909. 2Uk 

220,225 
Hamer,  Thomas  L.,  of  Ohio.... 20, 68,  89, 103, 121, 122, 135. 143, 166, 190, 197 

Hammond,  Robert  ii.,  of  Pennsylvania 56,  87 

Harbors.    Mr.  Grant's  resolution  of  instruction  to  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  to  report  a  bill  making  appropriations  for  the  improvement 

of,  his  notice  for  leave,  and  bill  repotted 151, 183,  191,  298 

Harlan,  James,  of  Kentucky. .8,  35,  67,  79, 90, 103,  HI,  114, 121, 123, 126, 131. 

132,  135, 139,  225,  22ti,  227,  245,  848,  249, 250 

Harper,  Alexander,  of  Ohio 57,88,  104,153,170,808 

Harhsburg  difficulties 38 

Harrison,  Albert  G.,  of  Missouri 20, 48,  50, 59, 91, 104, 122, 137, 154. 171. 

197, 200,  m 

Hastings,  William  S.,  of  Massachusetts 48 

Haynes,  Charles  G.,  of  Georgia ...  .2,  9,  23, 56, 57,  60, 63, 64, 68. 70. 80, 85, 88, 
90,  93,  94,  108,  115,  121, 124, 133, 134,  136,  137, 139, 140, 142,  144,  147, 15o! 
153, 159,  161, 172, 174,  178,  183, 186, 190,  192.  m 
Petitions  and  propositions  for  internaiional  intercourse  with,  andf 

debate,  &c 41,  48,  50,  56,  61,  62, 104, 105,  106, 137 

Debate  upon  the  proposition  of  Mr.  Wise,  not  to  receive  petitions 

praying;  international  ioiercourse  with 47,  48 

Mr.  Slade's  proposition  to  appropriate  $-2,000  for  a  commercial 

asrentat 219,220,241 

Bilt  to  allow  a  drawback  of  duties  npon  imported 130,  151, 189 

Henry,  Thomas,  of  Pennsylvania 56, 87, 121, 122,  142, 144,  169, 184,  203 

Herod,  William,  of  Indiana 57,  94, 98, 104,  111,  139, 170, 175,  234 

Hoffman,  Ogden,  of  New  York. .  .5ti,  105, 113, 126, 169, 180, 196,  11)7,  236,  250 

Holt,  Orin,  of  Connecticut 56, 105 

HopK ins,  George  W.j  of  Virginia 9, 40, 56. 62, 123, 132, 13y,  225,  240 

Horses.    Bill  extending  the  provisions  of  the  amendatory  act  for  the  pay- 
ment for,  lost  in  the  service  of  the  United  States 146 

Resolutions  of  inquiry  into  the  number  lost  in  Florida 153 

Bill  to  revive  the  act  providing  for  the  payment  of.  lost  in  the 

Florida  war i04, 206,  208,  230 

Mr.  BcU's  proposition  to  appropriate  $50,000  to  pay  for,  lost  in 

Florida 228,230,249 

Hospitals.    See  Marine  Hospitals. 

Bill  for  the  erection  of  certain^  upon  the  western  waters. 100 

House  of  Representatives.    Hour  of  meetmg  of  the 2,  35,  55,  85, 107, 122, 

152, 153, 161, 16^ 

Propositions  to  amend  the  rules  of  the 50,  80,  89, 99, 187, 230 

Howard,  Benjamin  C,  of  Maryland ...  .8,  9,  20,  34, 41,  56,  59,  68,  94, 112, 121. 
123,  128,  130,  139,  140,  142, 144, 145, 147, 165,  170,  176,  178, 180, 192,  195 
206,  214,  216,  218,  219,  220,  223,  22^1,  225, 230, 232,  233,  235, 236,  241, 242 

243,  250 

Hubley,  Edward  B.,  of  Pennsylvania - 56>  112, 130, 132, 133 

Resigns  his  seat 159 

Hunter.  Lieutenant  C.  G.,  of  the  Navy.    The  leuer  of,  complaining  of  the 

conduct  of  Commodore  J.  D.  Elliott 121 

Hunter,  R.  M.  T.,  of  Virginia.    His  proposition  for  a  Select  Committee 
to  bring  in  a  bill  for  the  collection  and  safe- keeping  of  the  revenues. . .  107, 

124,901 
HojTt,  Jesse,  collector  of  New  York.    His  memorial  protesting  against  the 

conduct  of  the  Select  Committee  on  Defalcations 194 

I. 
Illinois.    Bill  to  grant  the  State  of,  the  right  of  way  through  the  public 

lauds,  and  for  other  purposes 191 

Imports.    Resolutions  calling  for  information  of  the  annual  value  of. .  185, 195 

Imports  and  exports.    Annual  report  of,  ordered  to  be  printed 240 

Imprisonment  tor  debt,  in  certain  cases.    Bill  to  abolish 218,  219 

Indiana.    Message  of  the  President  relating  to  grants  of  land  to. 58 

Bill  to  confirm  ceitaih  reservations  of  land  in 139 

Independent  treasur)r.    Bill  to  establish  an 196 

Resolutions  of  the  democratic  members  of  the  Legislature  of 

Massachusetts  relating  to  an 184,  203,  204 

Indian  Affairs.    Resolutions  of  instruction  to  the  Committee  on 87. 90 

Bills  and  resolutions  reported  from  the  Committee  on. .  142, 157, 161,  aOO, 

2li 
Reports  of  the  Committee  on,  on  miscellancou.s  subjects ....  94, 108, 114, 

128, 139, 146 
Bill  to  authorize  the  appointment  of  three  additional  clerks  in  the  of- 
fice of  Commissioner  of 900 

Bill  to  appoint  commissioners  to  adjust  claims  under  the  Choctaw 

treaty 214 

Indian  annuities.    Bill  for  the  payment  of  the 249,  250 

Indian  Department.    Kill  supplementary  to  the  act  to  provide  for  the  reor- 
ganization of  the 200 

Mr.  Everett's  resolution  calling  upon  the  Secretary  of  War  for  a 

plan  for  the  reorganization  of  the 341 

Bill  making  appropriations  for  the  current  and  contingent  expenses 

of  the 60,158,159,161,949 

Indian  countrjr,  west  of  the  Mississippi.    Proposition  for  surveys  of  the . . .  .949 

Indian  hostilities.    Bill  for  suppressmg 157,  227,  230, 248 

Indians.    Mr.  Everett's  resolution  calling  upon  the  Secretary  of  War  for 
information  touching  the  execution  of  the  treaty  with  the  Win- 

nebago 204,206 

The  execution  of  the  treaties  with  the  Chipkasaw 153, 235 

The  Choctaw,  removed  west  of  the  Mississippi 153 

Bill  for  the  relief  of  the  Broihertown,  in  Wisconsin ITO,  188 

Mr.  Everett's  proposition  to  appropriate  sufficient  to  cover  ex- 
penses of  a  treaty  with  the  Seminole 297 

President's  mes^ge  in  relation  to  the  propriety  of  setting  apart  a 

tract  of  land  in  Mississippi  for  the  Seminole 130,  949 

Bill  to  provide  location  ana  temporary  support  of  the  Seminole 

167,159,161,918 
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Indian  tribes.    Act  to  reffolate  trade  and  intercourse  with  the 200 

Infersoll,  Ofenrles  J.    Mr.  Qrares's  resolution  relating  to  the  accounte  of. . .  161 . 
"^         '  336,841 

Ingham,  Samael,  of  Conneetieot..^,  105, 106, 100, 113. 114, 126,  m  1^  m 

Insolvent  debtors.    Commnnication  of  the  Secretary  of  tke  Treaieary  relat- 
ing to 62 

Instalment,  fourth.    See  Swrpiiu  Revenui. 

Internal  improvements.    Bill  for  the  establishing  a  system  of ^  in  Wisconsin . .  175 

Bill  to  amhorize,  and  to  institute  and  continue  certam  surveys,  &c. . .  200 

Invalid  Pensions.    Resolutions  of  instruction  to  the  Committee  on ....  85, 89, 90, 

151,  152 
Bills  reported  from  the  Committee  on.  .60, 94, 96,  111,  112, 128, 175, 203 
Reports  of  the  Committee  on,  on  miscellaneous  subjects. . .  Ill,  128, 139, 

147,175,201 
Investigating  committees  of  Mr.  H.  A.  Wise  and  Mr.  James  Garland.    The 

expenses  of  the 187 

Iowa.    Bill  to  estaolish  and  define  the  eastern  boundary  line  of . ...  114, 188, 190 
Bill  making  appropriation  for  the  purchase  of  a  library  for  the  use 

of  the  Legislative  Council  of 114 

Bill  to  grant  land  to  several  counties  in,  for  the  purpose  of  erecting 

public  buildings  in 139, 188,  190 

Bul  to  authorize  the  people  of,  to  form  a  constitution,  and  to  provide 

for  the  admission  of  such  State  into  the  Union 142 

Bill  making  a  donation  of  land  to  the  Territory  of,  for  the  purpose 

of  erecting  public  buildings  thereon 175, 190,  208 

Bill  to  amend  the  or^ic  law  of 175, 190 

Bill  granting  to  the  jadfes  of  the  supreme  court  of,  the  same  com- 
pensation as  is  given  oj  law  to  the  judges  of  Wisconsin . .  181, 190, 208 
Bill  to  authorize  the  election  or  appointment  of  certain  officers  of  the 

Territory  of,  dtc i 139, 188,  190 

Bill  to  authorize  the  construction  of  a  road  from  Dubuque,  in,  to 

the  boundary  of  Missouri 138, 190 

Bill  to  provide  for  certain  internal  improvements  in 190 

Bill  to  approve  and  confirm  an  act  of  the  Legislative  Assembly  of..  190 

Arrearages  in  the  expenditures  for  the  Territory  of. 216, 227 

Irwin,  Thomas,  late  district  attorney  for  the  western  district  of  Pennsylva- 
nia.   The  accounts  of « 152, 178 

Island  at  the  confluence  of  the  St.  Peters  and  Mississippi  rivers.    Bill  far 

the  purchase  of  the 175 

Isthmus  of  Piinama.  Mr.  Mercer's  resolutions  proposing  negotiations  for 
the  opening  of  a  communication  between  the  Atlantic  and  Pa- 
cific oceans,  across  the - 241 

Jackson,  Jabez,  of  Georgia 104 

Jackson,  Thomas  B.,orNew  York 134,192,203 

Jenifer,  Daniel,  of  Maryland.... 21, 25, 28, 56,  58, 115, 122, 134, 150, 170, 191, 

192  193  201  2(]K9  219  225 
Johnson,  Henry,  of  Louisiana. . .  58, 90, 96, 104, 132, 137,'  142.*  173,*  175,'  178,'  184, 

187,  204, 223, 241,  250 
Johnson,  Joseph,  of  Virginia. .  .60, 91, 94, 104, 110, 128, 139, 142. 146, 152, 175, 

185,200,201,218 

Johnson,  William  Cost  of  Maryland.  .21, 25, 56,  60,  78, 80, 85, 89,  98, 106, 115, 

126, 131, 133, 134, 140, 142, 143, 158, 161,  170, 177, 181, 219,  228, 229, 

230,  233, 234, 236,  242,  249 
Jones,  George  W.,  contests  the  seat  of  Mr.  Doty,  delegate  from  Wisconsin. . .  I, 

18,  20,  57,  68,  96,  97 

Resolution  submitted  by 90 

Resolution  of  Mr.  Mason,  of  Ohio,  declaring  him  not  entitled  to  re- 
ceive per  diem  and  mileage  as  the  delegate  of  Wisconsin 102 

Jones,  Roger,  adjutant  general  of  the  United  States  army.     Bill  for  the  re- 
lief of 163,165 

Jones'  Digest.    Resolution  for  the  purchase  of  200  copies  of 191 

Jones,  Nathaniel,  of  New  York 56, 114, 123, 133, 181 

Journal  of  the  House  of  Representatives.    Motions  to  amend  and  correct 

the 33,59,93 

Resolution  of  Mr.  Johnson,  of  \irginia,  providing  for  a  digested 

index  of  the 152 

Judicial  system  of  the  United  States.    Bill  entitled  an  act.  in  amendment  of 

the  acts  respecting  the  judicial  system  of  the  United  States. .  .215, 219 
Judiciary  Committee.    Resolutions  of  instruction  to  the . .  34, 58, 88,  89, 103, 1*22, 

123, 151, 154,  185 

Bills  reported  from  the 93, 94, 126, 139, 146, 175,  200, 218 

Reports  of  the 128,  180 

Keim,  George  M.,  of  Pennsylvania 1,  115, 122, 146, 169, 241 

Kemble,  Gouvemeur,  of  New  York 32,  56, 105,  169, 175, 178, 188, 250 

Kennedy,  John  P.,  of  Maryland 28,  62, 91, 105, 122, 131, 132, 142, 161, 174. 

175, 201, 206, 235 

Klingensmith,  John,  jr.,  of  Pennsylvania 105 

L. 
Lafayette,  George  Washington.    Presentation  to  Congress  by,  a  copy  of  the 

Memoirs  of  General  Lafayette .6 

Vote  of  thanks  by  Congress  to  the  family  of 8 

Lafayette  Beneficial  Society  of  Washington.    Bill  to  incorporate  the 191 

Lake  Erie.    Drawings  illustrative  of  the  condition  of  certain  improvements 

on,  to  be  printed ; 21 

Lake  Winnebago.    Bill  making  appropriations  for  building  of  a  pier  at  the 

northern  extremity  of 175,  190 

Lands.    See  Public  Lands — Mineral  Lands. 
X^and  Claims.    See  MissouH^Louinana. 

Resolutions  of  instruction  to  the  Committee  on  Private > . . .89, 122 

Bills  and  resolutions  reported  from  the  Committee  on  Private ...  .94.  Ill, 

114, 139, 175, 900, 218|  241 
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Land  Claims— 

Reports  of  the  Committee  on,  on  miscellaneotis  subjects ill,  139, 2N 

Bin  to  confirm  claims  for  lands  in  the  district  between  the  Rio  Hondo 

and  the  Sabine  rivers 900 

Land  scrip.    Bill  to  authorize  the  issuing  of,  to  satisfy  military  bounty  land 

warrants 21B 

Land  titles  in  Tennessee.    Bill  to  perfect  certain,  therein  described, 
settle  the  claims  to  the  vacant  and  unappropriated  lands  ^  '  * 

same 

Land  Office.    Statement  from  the  Commissioner  of  the  General, 

the  quantity  of  land  covered  by  grants  in  Louisiana. 18 

Communications  from  the 51,  115, 155,  150,  207, 241 

Resolutions  calling  for  information  from  the 90,  175,  ltt4 

Land  warrants.    Bill  to  authorize  the  issuing  of,  in  certain  cases 60 

Bill  to  authorize  the  issuing  of  duplicates  in  cases  where  the  original 

warrants  are  lost  or  destroyed 175 

Bill  granting  an  additional  quantity  of  land  for  the  location  of  revo- 
lutionary bounty 114,193,158 

Bill  to  extend  the  time  of  locating  Virginia  military . .  ^ 121,  128, 159 

Bill  authorizing  the  issuing  of  scrip  to  satisfy  military  bounty 218 

Lawrence,  judge  of  the  eastern  and  western  districts  of  Louisiana.     Report  ^ 

01  the  Select  Committee  proposing  the  impeachment  of,  for  omciaJ 

misconduct 187 

Leadbetter,  Daniel  P.,  of  Ohio 60,146,154,170,227     ' 

Ugare,  HughS.,  of  South  Carolina..  48, 56,  57,69,75, 91,98,  104,  111,  115, 126. 

128,130,139,  180,  209, 219,  $33,935,  236. 242 

Lewis,  Dixon  H.,  of  Alabama 57,93,123.184,249,250 

Library  Committee.    Resolution  for  the  appointment  of  a  Joint 35, 48 

Resolution  reported  from  the  Joint,  proposing  a  subscription  to  ac- 
curate indices  of  the  journals  and  documents  from  the  formation 

of  the  Government,  by  Mr.  Gordon 201 

Resolution  from  tbe,  proposing  a  subscription  to  Niles*  Register . . .  .201 

Light-houses.    Communications,  dec,  relating  to 34,  55, 146 

Bill  making  appropriations  for  building  light-houses,  light- 
boats,  beacon  lights,  and  buoys,  for  the  year  1839 ..  175. 191, 216 
Lincoln,  Levi,  of  Massachusetts. .  .20,  27,  48,  55, 60,  68, 69, 86,  95,  96,  105,  106. 
108,  115, 137, 140, 146, 150. 158, 161. 175, 181, 186, 187, 188, 190, 191, 
193,  201,  202, 218, 219, 220, 224, 228,  245, 248, 249, 250 

Logan,  Henry,  of  Pennsylvania 9, 123 

Loomis,  Arphaxed,  of  New  York.  .35,  47, 73, 89,  99, 105, 108, 125, 126,  146, 163, 

169, 175,  180, 181, 191.  193, 218,  233 
Louisiana.     See  Circuit  Courts. 

Grants  of  land  in ^ 18 

Bill  to  authorize  the  circuit  courts  of  the  United  States  in  the 
State  of  Alabama  and,  to  appoint  their  own  clerks,  and  to 

regulate  their  fees 218 

Bill  confirming  certain  land  claims  in 241 

Bill  to  change  the  times  of  holding  the  Federal  courts  in 250 

Lyon,  Francis  S.,  of  Alabama 57,  &,  90, 122, 126, 171,  191, 204, 249 

M. 

Madison,  James.    Joint  resolution  for  the  distribution  of  the  writing  of 250 

Mail  routes.    Petitions  for  the  establishment  of. 56,  57^  58^  \Q% 

Mails.    An  act  for  the  transportation  of  the,  upon  railroads 88,  1 15.  130 

Maine  boundary  question.    Message  of  the  President  of  the  United  States, 

on  the  subject  of  the ^4»  ^^ 

Memoranda  agreed  upon  by  Mr.  Forsyth^  Secretary  of  Slate,  and 

Mr.  Fox,  the  British  Minister,  temporarily  settling  the 397 

Report  of  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Afiairs  in  relation  to  the  diffi- 
culties  growing  out  of  the,  accompanied  by  a  bill  ^ivins  to  the 
President  of  the  United  States  additional  powers  for  the  defence 
of  the  United  States  in  certain  casi>  against  invasion,  and  debate^  230^ 

231,  232,  235,  236,  241,  212,  243,  244 

Mallory,  Francis,  of  Virftinia..67,60, 113, 121,  li3,  128,  140, 143,  147,  15:^,  158 

162,  178,  180,  185,  195, 198, 201,  202,  205, 230,  310,  sM4,  345 

His  project  for  reorganizing  the  Navy  Department « 19S 

Mandamus.    Relating  to  the,  issued  by  the  Supreme  Court  against  the  Post- 
master General  for  the  non  settlement  of  the  accounts  of  Stockton 

and  Stokes •  ...  ...  15d 

Manufactures.    Resolution  of  instruction  to  the  Committee  on 1^ 

Bills  reported  from  the  Committee  on 96,  130,  147,  181 

Reports  of  the  Committee  on 134>,  301 

Marine  Corps.    Bill  for  the  augmentation  of  the  United  States 109,  11& 

Bill  for  the  reorganization  of  the •  .  .2)85 

Marine  Hospital.    Bill  for  the  erection  of  a,  in  the  city  of  St.  Joseph's,  in  the 

Territory  of  Florida 175,  190 

At  St.  Louis 216 

Martin,  JoshuaL.,of  Alabama. 93, 98, 121, 126, 128, 134, 139, 140, 143.  1 75,  7^  ^/^ 
Marvin,  Richard  P.,  of  New  York.  .56,  88, 105, 131, 133, 144,  .169,  172,  17«,  1^ 

Mason,  James  M.,of  Virginia 34,  104, 115,  123,  142,  147,  158,  173,  175 

His  disclaimer  of  the  alliance  between  the  Whigs  and  CooservM^ 

tives,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Clark,  of  New  York 16(9 

Mason,  Sampson,  of  Ohio.  57, 102,  121,  128, 145, 170,  174, 175, 176,  193, 230,334 
Massachusetts.    The  claims  of  the  Siate  of,  for  the  services  of  her  miJi/J-r,,^ 

'  ^,24ft 

Mr.  Cushing's  proposition  to  refer  certain  resoluiionc  ^^  ^^^  i-.egls\a- 

ture  of,  to  the  Committee  of  ihe  Whole,  &c , "'\^ 

Maincy,  Abrc h n  »n  P.,  of  Tennessee. /  '  *  ,  •  • ' '^  \;;  * : i^*^ 

May,  William  L.,  of  Illinois 57.  te,  94, 05, 98,  V^  ^  ;  i^^^^^^^"*^^^^, 

McClellan,  Abraham,  of  Tennessee *  *-  \\\  vil  \»'V5 

^ ^    ,.<^A<V3iA* 


McClellan,  Robert,  of  New  York 

McClure,  Charles,  of  Pennsylvania. . 
McKay,  James  J.,  of  North  Carol  in.' 
146,152,165,175,180/^' 
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ork ^^^'^'aV^  \fe 

vania J^.  \0'^ .  '3 
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HeKnnaa,  Thomas  M.  T.,  of  Pennqrlnuiia.. .9, 40, 56, 90, 106, 133, 139, 144, 
147, 158, 169, 180, 193, 901,  S16, 220, 834,  845, 348, 249, 850 

Jfemb^fsin  aaendance 1, 16,90 

Menard,  Pkm,  and  others.    Bill  for  the  relief  of. 300 

Meaefee,  Riehaid  H.,  of  Kentucky.. 57,  74, 80, 93, 104,  111,  118,  183, 186, 133, 

135, 139, 140, 148, 1^,  170,  194, 904, 309, 335,  336 

llerccr,  Charles  P.,  of  Virnnia. .  1, 8, 9, 18, 81,  S3, 34, 35,  51,  55, 56, 60,  79,  96, 

106, 108,  HI,  181, 133, 139, 146, 158, 157, 158, 159, 161, 165, 170,  173, 

176, 178, 181, 185, 188, 190, 198,  300, 318, 319, 320, 323, 335, 837, 238, 

335,340,341,344,850 
Mexico.    Resolution  calling  upon  the  President  for  information  of  the 
nature  of  the  blockade  ot  the  ports  of.  by  the  French,  and  the  treat- 
ment of  the  United  States  vessels  by  that  squadron 86, 87, 187 

EesolatuxL  calling  upon  the  President  of  the  United  States  for  infor- 
mation as  to  the  relations  of  the  United  States  with 814 

Besoliition  of  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs,  calling  upon  the 
Goverament  of  Mexico  for  a  speedy  seUlement  of  the  pending  ne- 

goiiatioBs ; ..341 

Milicaiy  Affiuxs.    Resolutions  and  motions  of  instruction  to  the  Committee 

on 58,  85,88,89, 132, 135, 150, 151, 153, 186 

Bills  reported  from  the  Committee  on 108, 138, 146, 175. 300,  818 

Reports  of  the  Committee  on  miscellaneous  subjects.  115, 139, 146, 175, 301 
Mitiiaxy  Academy.    Bill  for  the  support  of  the,  for  1839,  and  other  pro- 

positMXis  relating  to  the 108,  345 

Military  Surveys.    Bill  making  appropriations  to  carry  on  and  complete 

certain.. 175 

Mililazy  Works.    Bill  for  the  erection  of  certain,  on  the  northeastern  fron- 
tier of  the  United  States 818 

See  VermatU^MtssadmseUs. 

Militia.    Resolution  of  instruction  to  the  Committee  on  the 8 

ReJatingto  the 86,88,89,90.130 

BID  to  proTide  for  the  payment  of  three  companies  of,  in  the  State  or 

Indiana,  called  into  the  service  of  the  United  States 163, 165 

Bill  to  amend  the  act  for  calling  forth  the,  to  execute  the  laws 188 

Bfiilkr,  John  J.,  of  Missouri 57,  58, 88, 103, 104, 183, 171, 183,  380 

MilligaD,  John  J.,  of  Delaware : 3,56,350 

Mineral  Ldands.    Bill  authorizing  the  President  of  the  United  States  to 

diaioseof  the,  in  the  several  States 139 

Resolution  relating  to  the  sales  of  the  public 175 

MiDts  of  the  United  States.    Sum>lementanr  act  establishing  the 157 

Resolution  of  Mr.  Stanley,  of  North  Carolina,  calling  upon  the  Presi- 
dent for  information  or  the  coinage,  &c.  at  tne  Charlotte  mint. . .  171, 191 

Coinage  in  the  several 215 

PropositiDn  of  Mr.  Ogle  to  discontinue  the  several  branch,  and  de- 
bate.  380,333,834,335 

MisBSBippL  Bill  relating  to  the  District  Courtsof  the  United  States  in.31, 99. 183 

Bill  to  re-organize  the  Circuit  Court  of  the  Northern  District  of. 93,  99 

An  act  to  relinquish  to  the  State  of,  the  two  per  cent,  fund  arising  out 

of  the  sales  of  the  public  lands 115,  146 

Bill  to  confirm  the  j>urchase  of  certain  lands  in  the  State  of. . .  .^ 136 

MisoorL    Bill  to  contmue  in  force  the  acts  for  the  final  adjustment  of 

private  land  claims  in,  &c 318 

Surveys  of  the  public  lands  in 320 

Mitchell,ClLarlesF.,of  New  York..56,  89,  103,  105,  HI,  114.  128,  139,  144, 

147,  169, 175, 301, 306 
Montgomery,  William,  of  North  Carolina.  .31,  91,  134, 136, 136, 140, 143, 158, 

165, 170, 173,  175, 191, 830, 323,  287 

Moore,  Ely,  of  New  Tork 105,169,311 

Mbrgan,  William  S.,  of  Virginia . .  22, 60, 89, 94, 1 10, 112, 114, 123, 138, 137, 139. 

143, 147, 158, 159, 170, 175, 300,  301, 318, 5KM 

Morris,  Calvary,  of  Ohio *. 57,104,123,146 

Monis,  Bdatthia&of  Pennsylvania 169 

MorxiB,  Samuel  W.,  of  Pennsylvania 81,56,230,333,350 

Morns  Multicaolis.    Petition  of  citizens  of  Louisiana,  praying  a  grant  of 

land  in  said  State,  for  the  cultivation  of  the. 804 

Murray,  John  L.,  of  Kentucky 104, 108, 186, 140, 161, 176, 193, 904, 349 

Nantucket  Steamboat  Company.    Bill  for  the  relief  of  the 241 

National  Delence.    See  Jmine  B&umdarif  Qii^jtum. 

In  relation  to 33 

National  Foondry.    Bill  to  provide  for  the  establishment  of  a 115,  333 

Naturalization  Laws.    Resolution  and  petition  contemplating  a  change  in 

the 151,178 

Naval  Affiurs.    Resolutions  and  propositions  of  instruction  to  the  Com- 

nutteeon 87,89,90,91,192,133,187 

Bills  reported  from  the  Committee  on 130, 146  803, 

Resolutions  reported  by  the  Committee  on 108, 130 

Naval  School  or  Academy.    Resolution  proposing  the  appointment  of  a 

select  committee  to  consider  the  subject  of  establishing  a. .  • 122 

Naval  Service.    Bill  authorizing  the  purchase  of  vessels  for  the 108, 1 15 

Bill  for  the  support  of  the,  for  1839 60, 158, 159, 161,  244, 245 

Navy.    BUI  to  regulate  the  pay  of  the  masters  in  the 303, 850 

Kavy  Board.    Resolution  of  inquiry  into  the  propriety  of  abolishing  the 90 

Mr.  Creary's  proposition  to  abolish  the,  and  debate 195, 196,  206 

Mr.  Bronson's  proposition  to  abolish  the 197, 198,  201 

Kavy  DCTartment.    Communications  fh>m the.. 30, 34, 115,  140, 144, 146, 163, 

173,  195,  200 
Resolutions  calling  for  information  Arom  the.. 60,  87,  123,  124,  150,  153, 

153, 185, 187, 203, 205 

Propositions  to  re^organize  the 195,196,202,205,206 

Navy  Rations.    Bill  to  alter  and  regulate  the 108, 115 

Navy  Yard.    Bill  for  extending  and  improving  the,  at  Brooklyn 108, 113 

Kavy  Tard  Beneficial  Society  of  t^i^  City  of  Washington.    Bill  to  incor- 
porate the • *...; 139,191 


Naylor,  Charles,  of  Pennsylvania.  .39,  50,  56,  105, 113, 183, 138, 147, 158, 16L 
162, 169,  178, 186. 188, 190, 198, 194, 808, 314, 898, 833, 835,  836,  «0 

New  Hampshire.    Bill  for  tne  seitlement  of  the  accounts  of 138, 845 

The  militia  of 849 

New  Orleans.    Bill  to  extend  the  limits  of  the  port  of 191 

Newspapers.    Order  to  supply  members  with 1,8 

Niles's  National  Register.     Resolaiion  of  the  Joint  Committee  of  the 

Library,  proposing  a  subscription  to 801 

Noble,  William  H.,  of  New  York 56,105,169 

Northern  and  Western  Frontiers.    Bill  and  other  propositions  for  appro- 
priations for  the  defence  of  the • 833,  844 

Northern  Frontier.    Bill  to  provide  for  theprotection  of  the.  50, 158, 159, 161,830 
Northeastern  Frontier.    Bill  for  the  erection  of  certain  military  works  on 

the 818,829,333,244 

Northeastern  Boundary.    See  Maine  Boundary  Qytestion. 

Proceedings  iu  relation  to  the ' * 195 

Nova  Scotia  and  New  Brunswick.    Mr.  Howard's  report  relating  to  the 

commercial  intercourse  between  the  United  States  and 818 

Noves,  Joseph  C,  of  Maine ..33,85,135,340 

O. 

Ogle,  Charles,  of  Pennsylvania 56,880,883,885 

Oregon  Territory.    The  protection  of  the  citizens  of  the  United  States  in 

the,&c.  &c 34,64,68 

Bill  for  the  protection  of  the  citizens  of  the  United  States  in  the 98 

Owens,GeorgeW.,  of  Georgia 87,135,335,337,330 

P. 
Pages  and  Messengers  to  the  House  of  Representatives.    Resolution  for 

increase  of  pay  to 335,840,849 

Palmer,  John,  of  New  York 161 

Parker,  Amasa  J.,  of  New  York.. 25,  56,  87,  114,  133,  138,  133, 134, 140, 143, 

151,168,804,805,307 
Parmenter,  William,  of  Massachusetts.... 41, 105, 113, 137, 144, 175, 184, 19^ 

304,819 

ParrLs,  Virgil  D.,  of  Maine 63, 106, 137, 147, 153,  168, 193,  809 

Patents.    Communications  from  the  Commissioner  of ^ .  181 

Instructions  to  the  Committee  on 58, 185 

Bills  reported  from  the  Committee  on 94, 139,  175,  80O 

An  act,  entitled  an  act  to  promote  the  progress  of  the  useful  arts.  301, 

841,85d 
Patronage  to  the  public  press.  Resolution  instructing  the  Select  Committee 

on,  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise 183 

Patterson,  William,  of  New  York.  Annunciation  of  the  death  of,  and  test!- 

monial  of  respect  to 16, 17 

Paupers.    Bill  to  proh ibit  the  introduction  of  foreign 168 

Pa3rnter,  Lemuel,  of  Pennsylvania 113 

Pea  Patch  Island.    President's  message  relating  to  the 64 

Joint  resolution  authorizing  the  purchase  of  the 350 

Pearce.  James  A.,  of  Maryland 3,31,384 

Peck,  Luther  C,  of  New  York 56,89,105,124,169 

Penitentiary.    See  District  of  Columbia. 

Pennsylvania.  Resolution  of  Mr.  Pry  calling  on  the  President  of  the 
United  States  for  information  relative  to  the  call  made  for  arms  bv  the 
Governor  of,  to  suppress  insurrection  at  Harrisburg,  and  debate. 38,  39,  40, 

41, 60,  bi 

Peimybacker,  Isaac  S.,  of  Virginia 168 

Pension  Agents.  Bill  to  authorize  the  Secretary  of  War  to  allow  compen- 
sation to 828 

Pension  Agency.    Bill  for  the  establishment  of  a,  at  Montpelier 181,  818 

Pensioners.    Bill  for  the  payment  of  revolutionary  and  other. .  50, 158, 159, 161 
Pensions.    See  Invalid  Pensions, 

Communications  from  the  Commissioner  of 34, 181 

Bill  for  the  payment  of  certain,  heretofore  paid  out  of  the 

privateer  pension  fund 109, 115 

Relating  to 35,56,60,85,87,88,116,138 

Peters,  Moore,  &  Co.    Bill  for  the  relief  of,  as  mail  contractors,  &c . . .  147,  185 
Petriken,  David.3, 84,  38,  39, 40, 48, 60,  63, 64,86,  ^'.?®».??»  ??5»  ???» ?!?»  ^i** 
115,"  """  """    ■ ""  "  *      -.--.'- 

164, 
810, 

Phelps,  Lancelot,  of  Connecticut 137, 176 

Pickens,  Francis  W.,  of  South  Carolina.  .31,  35,  87,93,  108, 109, 113, 137, 143, 
144,  146, 147, 157,  173,  176, 195,  196,  303,  304, 330,  335,  836,  843 

Plumer,  Arnold,  of  Pennsylvania 33,  56,  94, 105,  118, 139, 147, 169, 300 

Polk.  James  K.,  (Speaker)  of  Tennessee.  1, 8,  8, 9, 16, 18,  SO,  34,  37,  3t,  33,  34. 

35,  38,  39,  40,  47,  51,  55,  56,  57,  58, 59,  61, 69,  63,  64,  80,  85, 86,  87, 88,  91, 

93,  94,  97,  99,  10*2,  103, 104,  111,  113, 115, 116,  131,  136, 130, 135, 140,  148. 

144, 146,  148,  155,  159, 161, 163,  164, 165, 168, 169,  170.  172,  178,  181,  188, 

188,  191,  194,  195,  197,  301,  306, 207,  308,  815,  334,  397 

Pope,  John,  of  Kentucky.2,  88,  60,  80, 103, 104, 108, 116, 133, 146, 147. 163, 178, 

181,  184,  188, 196,  197, 198,  301, 850 

Ports  of  entry.    Bill  to  establish 191 

Post.   Resolution  of  Mr.  Bell  proposing  to  disconnect  the  Government  with 

the,  and  leave  the  letter  carriage  to  individual  enterprise 184 

Postage.    Resolutions  and  other  propositions  in  relation  to  the  regulation 

and  reduction  of 86,  86,  89, 90, 157,  175 

Postmaster  G^eneral.    Communications  from  the 20,  91,  94, 161, 178, 315 

Resolutions  calling  upon  the,  for  information.  133, 133, 185, 151, 153. 

154  157  184 
Post  Office  Department.    Bill  for  the  erection  of  the  fireproof  building  for 

the  General 95,  115,161,838,848 

Post  Office  and  Post  Roads.    Resolutions  of  instruction  to  the  Committee 

on  the 58,  85,  80,  87,  88,  89, 90,  138,  193,  150, 158,  155, 184, 185, 187 

Bills  and  resolutions  reported  from  the  Committee  on\he.95, 118, 130, 841 
Reports  of  the  Committee  on  miscellaneous  subjecfh l\^  146, 147 


ik 
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touer,  William  W.»  of  Pennsylrania 50, 133,  M7, 185, 204 

Polls.  David,  jr.,  of  Penusylvania Sg,  103, 184, 147. 169, 175. 186 

Powder  Ma^ztne.    Bill  for  ihe  purchase  of  a  site  ibr  a,  in  the  District  or 

Columbia. 175 

Pratt  Zadock,  of  New  York.87,  104, 105, 123, 153, 158,  IG9,  IS5, 186,  219,  m 

Pre-emptions  on  the  public  laods , . .  *5d^  lS^2j  *^3,  218 

Prentiss,  Sergeant  S.,  of  Mississippi.. 64,  68,  74,  88,  93,  121,  133,  134,  151, 

190,  192,  195,  209,  214,  ^6,  245,  2:i0 
His  resolution  proposing  the  expulsion  of  Dr.  Duncan,  of  Ohio/JO^X 

i?t0,2ll,2l2 

His  speech  against  a  vote  of  thanks  to  the  Speaker 251 

President  of  the  United  States.    Joint  CommiUee  to  wait  upon  the 8,9 

His  annual  message  (See  Senate) 9 

Mr.  Haynes's  motion  to  print  IbfiOO  copies 9 

Motions  to  go  into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  said  message. 23,  63s 
66,76,85,93,94. 136, 139.  142,  144,  150,  159.  161, m,  174,  iS 
Mr.  Haynes's  resolution  referring  said  message  to  appropriate 

committees..* 64,  144,  159 

His  message  relating  to  the  bequest  of  James  Smithson,  of  London.  20 

Message  in  relation  to  the  defalcation  of  Swartwoui 21 ,  111 

Message  in  relation  to  the  difficulties  at  Harrisbure,  Pennsylvania.  50 
Messages  from  the,  on  miscellaneous  subjects. 58,  64,  113,  130,  135, 

140,  159,  162,  178,  208,  235 
Calls  upon  the,  for  information.. 38,  86,  96,  123,  150,  151,  152,  175 
His  messages  m  relation  lo  the  Maine  tx)undary  quesiion,  and 

difficulties  upon  the  Mame  frontier 224,  2;J5 ,  227 

Mr.  Cushing's  resolution  calling  upon  the,  for  information  of  our 

relations  generally  withGreat  Britain,  and  return  message.  150,  241 
Mp.  Sawyer's  resolution  for  information  of  the  authority  upon 

which  Lewis  Cass  made  a  certain  tour  through  Europe 152 

Price,  William  M.    Defalcation  of 61,87,  126,  133 

Printer.    Reiolation  of  Mr.  Clark  proposing  to  go  into  the  election  of 152 

Printing.    See  Executive  Printing. 

Resolution  of  Mr.  Beers  callin^^  upon  the  Clerk  of  the  House 
of  Representatives  for  an  estimate  of  the  cost  for  completing 

the  public,  caused  by  the  various  resolulioiLS  of  inquiry 185 

Private  Land  Claims.    See  Liand  Claims, 

Public  Baildiogs.    Mr.  PraU's  resolutions  and  remarks  as  to  the  materials 

for  construciin?  the,  and  debate 185,  186,  219 

Public  BuilJiiigs  and  Public  Grounds.    Resoluiions  of  ins* ruction  to  the 

Committee  on 122.  150,  153 

Bills  and  resolutions  reported  hy  the  Committee  on. 60, 115, 140, 146,  218 

Public  lands  north  of  the  Wisconsin.    Proposition  for  a  survey  of  the 219 

Public  lands.    Resolutions  of  instruction  to  the  Committee  on. . .58, 88, 89, 90, 

91,  96, 121, 122, 124, 151, 154, 184 
Bills  reported  by  the  Committee  on..  .93, 108, 126,  139, 146, 191, 

200,218 
Reports  of  the  Committee  on,  on  miscellaneous  subjects. 93, 108, 

142,146.501,218,241 

Resolutions  reported  by  the  Committee  on 89,  98, 126,  175 

Select  Committee  on,  appointed 91, 124 

Resolutions  of  instrucuon  to  the  Select  CommiUee  on 87,  89, 

98, 103, 122, 125 
Resolution  reported  by  the  Select  Committee  on,  asking  to 
be  discharged  from  the  subject  of  donating  the,  and  debate.  177, 

179, 180, 181,  194,  197, 200 
Resolution  of  Mr.  Taliaferro,  defining  the  nature  ef  the 
compact  between  the  Slate  ot  Virginia  and  General  Gov- 
ernment in  relation  to 98 

Resolution  of  Mr.  Robertson,  of  Virginia,  proposing  to  di- 
vide the  proceeds  of  the,  among  the  States  annually 179, 

200.  204,  205,  906, 209, 223 
Ctim muhication  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  in  rc- 

biLion  to  donations  of  thr,  and  proceedings  thereon 80 

Bill  graduatmir  the  prat;  of  the,  laid  on  the  table 140,  142 

Joint  re:k:i:uaon  uf  Mr*  Piklmer,  proposing  to  reduce  the 

price  of  the , 151 

An  act  to  relint^tiish  to  the  State  of  Mississippi  the  two  per 

cem.  ftinJ  triaing  from  the  sale  of  the 115 

Motion  of  Mr.  Loom  is,  to  print  20,000  of  the  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Tfi^usury,  of  the  probable  amoimt  of  the, 

to  which  the  f  adian  title  has  been  extinguished 180 

Remarks  of  Mr.  Montircmiery,  on  presenting  ihe  resolutions 
of  the  Legisilainte  of  Kurih  Carolina,  relating  to  the  dis- 

(ribMiion  of  ihe .-,.. , I73 

Public  moneys..    ReNoImJoa  of  Mr.  Cr™^^  relating  lo  the  deposite'of  the, 

in  th(i  Stfttc  Bank  of  MiijAouh  and  Illinois  State  Bank 200, 207 

Public  wtirks.    R«nuoerati<jn  of  the  labonsrs  and  mechanics  on  the    at* 

W^Hhmgion ..,....,..  55,60,68,115,185 

Pursers  of  ibe  Navy.    BiU  to  regulate  the  pay  and  emoluments  of  the. .  108. 115 

PainaiTv,  tlirvey,  of  Dfew  York,** 56,105,144  169  227 

R.  '       ' 

Railroads.    Bill  supplementary  to  the  act  incorporating  the  Palmoutli  and 

Alexandria. 60,115,139,169 

Bill  to  refund  ccrlam  duties  paid  on  iron,  to  the  Wilmington, 

Philadelphia  and  Baltimore 96, 163, 165 

Bill  for  the  benefit  of  the  Florida,  Alabama  and  Georgia 180, 

181  190  250 
Bill  for  the  relief  of  the  Selma  and  Tennessee  Railroad  60m.' 

.P^iiy 191,249,250 

An  act  to  regulate  the  transportation  of  the  mails  upon . , . .  115, 130 

Randolph,  Joseph  P.,  of  New  Jers^ 28, 97,  124, 169, 186, 319,  244 

Randgjph,  Robert  B.    Doetor  Duncan's  card  in  relation  to,  &c 213 


Rariden,  James,  of  Indiana. .  .57,  90, 104, 121, 198, 139, 143, 144, 164, 161,  m 

184,  200,  901,  m 

Receipts  and  Expenditures  of  the  United  States.  Resolution  of  Mr.  Hma- 
dolph,  of  New  Jersey,  calhng  upon  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  for 
statements  of  the,  from  17D8  to  l639 186 

Reed,  John,  of  Massachusetts. .  .9,  21,  41,  47.  72,  73,  86, 105, 1 13. 125,  133,  137, 

143, 155, 166, 180,  187, 192, 195, 216,  21»,  SM5 

Reese.    The  Rev.  Mr.,  elected  chaplain 34 

Removals  from  office.  Mr.  Mercer's  resolution  calling  upon  the  President 
for  a  list  of  the ^1 

Renchcr,  Abraham,  of  North  Carolina.... 57,  C8,  143, 153, 185, 193,  IW^Stt, 

Representatives.  Resolution  of  Mr.  Adams,  making  it  obligatory  on,  lo 
present  lo  ihc  Clerk,  and  have  recorded,  their  credentials  ol  election  • . .  151 

Resolutions  submitted  by—  

Mr.  Adams. 8,  9, 33, 122, 150, 151,  1«7.  218 

Mr.  Allen,  of  Vermont 133,  161/180 

Mr.  Allen,  of  Ohio W 

Mr.  Anderson 187 

Mr.  Andrews .89,  187 

Mr.Atherton 93,»,ir7,28 

Mr.  Aycrigg 134,  18«,  185 

Mr.  Banks 89,  I6SI 

Mr.  Beers 185 

Mr.  Beirne 89,  109 

Mr.  Bell 153,  184 

Mr.  Bicknell .87,184 

Mr.  Bond 88,91,  154 

Mr.  Boon 122 

Mr.  Borden • 187 

Mr.Briges 86,  157i  187 

Mr.  Brodhcad I8l 

Mr.  Bronson 89,133,151,186,206 

Mr.  Buchanan » ISO 

Mr.  Calhoun,  of  Massachosetts B6 

Mr.  Calhoon,  of  Kentuclty 34,90,1(84 

Mr.  Cambreleng 61,  89 

Mr.  Campbell,  of  Tennessee  ^»  153 

Mr.  Campbell,  of  South  Carolina 90,  123 

Mr.  Carter 133,153,184 

Mr.  Casey 90,183,  154 

Mr.  Chambers 34, 240 

Mr.  Chapman,  of  Alabama 91,  154 

Mr.  Chapman,  of  Iowa  Territory 58, 90, 181,  156, 171 

Mr.  Cheatham 153 

Mr.ChUds 89,1* 

Mr.  Clark 90, 15* 

Mr.  Clo wney 139, 144 

Mr.  Coles 184,185 

•Mr.  Connor \sa 

Mr.  Corwin 90 

Mr.  Crabb 90,138 

Mr.  Craig 114,  123,  \^ 

Mr.Ciar>' 90,  133,  i66 

Mr.  Crcaston 87 

Mr.  Crockett.   90,  153^  Ifei 

Mr.  Curtis 21,87.  b9,  123 

Mr.Cushing 86,  105,  ife,  150,  t87 

Mr.  Cushman 34,  G0,6S 

Mr.  Darlington 124,  152 

Mr.  Dawson «  . .  134 

Mr.  Davies 1^3 

Mr.  De  Graff 89.  133,  ftc 

Mr.  Drom^oole 16.,  SJ,  W3 

Mr.  Downmg 58,90,91,  154,  |7l 

Mr.  Duncan • to8 

Mr.  Dunn 90 

Mr.  Doty .'4 IS»,  166 

Mr.  Edwards r. -'"*» 

Mr.  Elmore 109,  183, 

Mr.  Evans 85,  f25, 

Mr.  Everett 58,  88,  l!25, 140, 151, 187,  5RI4, 

Mr.Ewing 89,11^,  123,  154 

Mr.Fletcher 86, 1«5,  IftO,  187 

Mr.Pillraore 16,21,  123,  161 

Mr.  Foster 89 

Mr.  Fry 38 

Mr.  Garland,  of  Virginia 59,  75?,  ^ 

Mr.  Garland,  of  Louisiana 89,  133 

Mr.  Goode X»2,  164 

Mr.  Graham,  of  North  Carolina 89, 125,  iSC,  2M(  JJi^ 

Mr.  Graham,  of  Indiana 68 

Mr.  Grantland " 133 

Mr.  Grant * 88,  >^J»,  ^/V 

Mr.Graves '•* ^^i.^^ 

Mr.Gray 17,"*,^ 

Mr.Grenncll '••••  , ^.f^^^ 


89 


Mr.  Haley.. 

Mr.  Hall 

Mr.  Halstead... 
Mr.  Hammond. 

Mr.  Hamer 

Mr.  Harlan ... . 
Mr.  Harrijson . . 
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MONDAY,  DECEMBER  10,  1838. 


VoLtME   7..-*.....N0.    1. 


BY  BLAIR  &  RIVES. 


-WEEKLY- 


PRICE  81  PER  SESSION. 


IN  SKNATB, 

Mom>AT,  Dee«mber  3, 1836. 

At  13  oVsloclr,  the  Senate  was  ealled  to  order  by 

the  Hon.  W.  R.  KING,  of  Alabama,  President 

fro  tempore^  when  ihe  following  Senators  appeared 

in  their  seats: 

MAINE. 
Mr.  WiuuMs,  Mr.  Rdgolbs. 

NEW  HAMPfiffimE. 

Mr.  HuBBARO,  Mr.  Piercje. 

VEUMONT. 

Mr,  PREimsa,  Mr.  Swirr. 

CONNECnctJT. 
Mr.  Kii,Ka,  Mr.  Smitb. 

.  RHODE  I3L\NP. 
Mr.  RoBBiki,  Mr.  Kniqht. 

MASBACBVaBm. 

Mr.  Davis. 

NEW  ¥ORK. 

Mr.  Wrioat. 

NEW  jbhsey. 
Mr.  Wall. 

PENNSYLVANIA. 
Mr.  Buchanan,  Mr.  McKkan. 

DBLAWAKB. 

Mr.  Batarp.  Mr.  Cxatt  s. 

MARYLAND. 

Mr.  MsRRjcK. 

VIRGINIA. 

Mr.  RoANK,  Mr.  Rites. 

NORTH  CAROLINA. 

Blr.  Stranob.. 

8QUTH  CAROLINA. 

Mr.  Calhoun,    r 

aEOROlA. 

Mr.  LuMFKur. 

ALABAMA. 

Mr.  Kino. 

KENTUCKY. 
Mr.  OlUTTENDXtl. 

OHIO.  ^v 

•Mr.  MoRRMi  Mt.  Alubn. 

•  INDIANA. 
Mr.  Tipton,  Mr.  Smith. 

ILLINOIS. 

Mr.  RooiMa^.  Mr.  Youno. 

ARKANSAS. 

Mr.  Pulton. 

MICHIGAN. 

Mr.  NoRVEix. 

The  CHAIR  presented  the  credentials  of  the 
Hon.  EPHRAIM  H.  FOSTER,  appointed  by  the 
Goyemor  of  the  State  of  Tennessee  a  Senator  from 
that  Slate  to  supply  the  vacancy  occasioaed  by  the 
resignation  of  llie  Hon.  Felix  Grundy. 

The  usual  oaih  was  thttn  administered  to  Mr. 
Foster  by  the  President,  and  he  took  hi.<i  seat  in  the 
Senate. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  MORRIS, 

Ord$red,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  in- 
form the  House  of  Reprebentatives  that  a  quorum 
of  the  Senate  had  assembled,  and  were  ready  to 
proceed  to  business. 

Ob  motion  by  Mr.  WRIGHT, 

Baelvidy  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  join 
SQch  comauttee  as  may  be  appointed  on  the  part 
of  te  House  of  Reptesentatives  to  wait  on  the  Pre- 
sident of  the  United  States,  and  inform  him  that 
qionMBffof  the  two  Houses  had  assembled,  and 
ware  leaidy  to  reoeiva  any  cotamnnications  he 
aiBht  make;  vherenpoa, 

Messrs.  WRIGHT  and  ALLEN  were  appoint- 
ed  the  committee  on  the  part  of  the  Senate  by  the 
President. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  M'KEAN, 

The  usual  order  was  taken  for  the  supply  of  the 
Senators  with  newspapers  during  the  scffiion. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  MORRIS,      • 

Ordered,  That  the  hovr  of  m^tinj^  l}Ci  at  13  m. 
until  otherwise  directed. 

On  moiioa  by  Mr.  iJdORRlS, 

The  Senate  adjomned. 


-  HOUSE  OP  REPRESENTATIVES, 
Monday,  Dec  3, 183B.    . 
This  beinc  the  day  set  apart  by  the  GoastituCSon 
of  the  Uiuftea  States  for  the  annual  meeting  of  Con- 
gress, the  SPEAKER  called  the  House  to  order  at 
12  o'clock,  m. 

The  roll  was  then  called  over  by  States,  and  the 
following  members  answered  to  their  names: 

MAINE. 

Hugh  J.  Aiiderson  Joseph  0.  Noyes 

Thomas  Davee  Virgil  P.  Parris 

George  Evans  Edward  Robinson 
JohnTairfieW 

NEW  HAMPSmRfi.      • 
Charles  G.  Athcrton       .  Joseph  Weeks 
Samuel  Cushman  Jared  W.  Williams 

James  Farrington 

MASSACHUSETTS. 

John  Cldincy  Adams  Richard  Fletcher 

Nathaniel  B.  Borden  Geor^ge  Grennell,  jr. 

George  N.  Briggs  William  S.  Hastings 

William  6.  CaJhonn  Levi  Lincoln 

Caleb  Cushing  William  Parmeater 

RHOOE  ISLAND. 

Robert  B.  Cranston         Joseph  L.  Tiilinghast 

CONNECnCCT. 
Elisha  Haley  Lancelot  Phelps 

Orrin  Holt  ^  Isaac  Toocey 

Samuel  Ingham  Thomas  T.  Whittlesey 

VERMONT. 
Heman  Allen  Hiland  Hall 

Horace  Everett  William  Slade 

Isaac  Fletcher 

NEW  YORK. 
John  T.  Andrews  Arphawd  Loomis 

Bennet  Biekaell  Richard  P.  Marvin 

Samuel  Birdsall  Robert  McClellan 

John  C.  Brodhead  Charles  F.  Mitchell 

Isaac  H.  Brottson  Ely  Moore' 

Churchill  C.  Cambreleng  William  H.  Noble 
Timothy  Childs  John  Palmer 

Edward  Curtis  Amasa  J.  Parker 

John  I.  DeGraff  Luther  C.  Peck 

John  Edwards  Zadoek  Pratt 

Millard  Fillmore  John  H.  Prentiss 

Henry  A.  Foster  David  Russell 

Albert  Gallup  Mark  H.  Sibley 

Abraham  P.  Grant  James  B.  Spencer 

Hiram  Gray  William  Taylor 

Ogden  Hoffman  Obadiah  Titus 

Thomas  B.  Jackson         Abraham  Vanderveer 
Nathaniel  Jones  John.  C.  Clark 

Gouvernenr  Kemblc        Henry  Vail 

NEW  JERSEY. 
John  B  Aycrigg  Joseph  F.  Randolph 

William  Halsled  Charles  C.  Siratton 

John  P.  B.  Maxwell        Thomas  Jones  Yorke 

PENNSYLVANU. 
William  Beatty  Mathias  Morris 

Richard  Biddle  Samuel  W.  Morris 

Andrew  Buchanan  Charles  Naylor 

Edward  Darlington         Lemuel  Paynter 
Ddward  Davtes  David  Petriktn 

Jacob  Fry,  jun.  Arnold  Plnmer 

Robert  H.  Hammond      David  Potta,  jun. 
Thomas  Henry  Lnther  Reily 

Edward  B.  Hubley         John  Sergeant 
George  M.  Keim  Daniel  Sbefler 

John  Klifigensmith,  jun.  George  W.  Toland 
Henry  Logan  David  D.  Wagener 

Thomas  M.T.MeKennaa 

DELAWARE. 

John  J.  MUiigan 

MARYLAND. 

John  Dennis  John  P.  Kennedy 

Benjamin  C.  Howard  James  A.  Pearce 

Daniel  Jenifer  Francis  Thomas 

William  Cost  Johnson  John  T.  H.  Wonhingron 

VIROINU. 

Linn  Banks  James  M.  Mason 

Andrew  Beime  Charles  F.  Mer^r 

James  W.  Booldin  WiUiam  S.  Morgan 

Robert  Craig  Francii  £.  Rives 


Oeoige  C.  Dromsoole  John  Ru'u.ri.»on 

GeortseW.  Hopkins  Archibald  Stnart 

Joaaph  Johnson  John  Taliaferro 

John  W.  Jones  Henry  A.  Wise 

'NORTHCAROUNA. 
Jefise  A.  Bynum  Abranam  Renoher 

Henry  W.  Connor  Samuel  T.  Sawver 

Edmund  Dabeny  Augustine  H.  fiiiappenl 

Micajah  T.  Hawkins      Charles  Shepard 
James  J.  McKay  Edward  Stanly 

William  Montgomery      Lewis  Williams 

SOUTH  CAROUNA. 
William  K.  Clowney      John  K.  Griffin 
Franklin  H.  Elmora       R.  Barnwell  Rhett 

GEORGIA. 

WiUiam  C.  Dawson       Charles  E.  Haynea 
Thomas  Glascock  Jabez  Jackson 

Scaton  Grantland  George  W.  Towns 

KENTUCKY. 

John  Calhoon  John  Pope 

William  J.  Graves  Edward  Rumsey 

James  Harlan  William  W.  Southgata 

Richard  Hawes  Joseph  R.  Underwood 

Richard  H.  Menefee       John  While 
John  L.  Murray  Sherrod  Williams 

TENNESSEE. 
John  Bell  James  K.  Polk 

William  B.  Campbell      Ebeaezer  J.  Shields 
William  B.  Carter  William  Stone 

Riqbard  Cheatham  Hopkins  L.  Tamey 

John  W.  Crockett  Joseph  L.  Wiliianu 

Abraham  P.  Maury         Christopher  H.  William 
Abraham  McClellan 

OHIO. 
James  Alexander,  jr.       Alexander  Harper 
John  W.  Allen  Daniel  P.  Leadbetter 

William  Key  Bond  Samson  Biason 

John  Chaney  Calvary  Morria 

Thomas  Corwin  Matthias  Sheplor 

C.  J.  Coffia  Taylor  Webster 

Patrick  G.  Goode 

'     LOUISIANA. 
Henry  Johnson 

INDIANA. 
George  H.  Dunn  William  Herod 

John  Ewing  James  Rariden 

William  Graham  Albert  S.  White 

Mississipn  • 

Tbomaa  J.  Word 

ILLINOIS. 

Zadok  Casey  Adam  W.  Snyder 

WiUiam  L.  May 

ALABAMA. 

Reuben  Chapman  Joshua  L.  Martin 

Dixon  H.  Lewis 

MICHIGAN. 

I^aac  E.  Crary 

FLORIDA  TERRrrORY.  ' 

Charles  Downing~de/rgo/«. 

IOWA  TERRITORY. 
W.  W.  Chapman— d«/fga/(. 

The  following  gentlemen  appeared,  were  qualifi* 
ed,  and  took  their  seats. 

Messrs.  BEERS  and  PUTNAMof  New  York, 
GIDDINGS  and  SWEARINGEN  of  Ohio,  and 
CRABB  of  Alabama. 

WISCONSIN  ELECTION. 

Mr.  CRARY  of  Michigan  announced  the  chair 
that  the  Hon.  J.  W.  DOTY  was  in  attendance  as 
a  delegate  from  the  Territory  of  Wisconsin,  and 
moved  that  he  be  qualified. 

Mr.  JONES  of  Wisconsin  then  rose  and  pro- 
tested against  the  right  of  Mr.  DOTY  to  take  his 
seat  in  violation  of  Mr.  J'S  rights  as  the  sitting 
member,  no  vacancy  having  occurred,  and  he 
having  never  resigned. 

The  CHAIR  said  it  was  a  question  for  the 
House  to  take  its  order  upon. 

Mr.  CRARY  produced  the  certificate  of  Mr. 
DOTY'S  election  from  Qortmor  Dodge;  which 
was  read. 

Mr.  McKEIM  moved  to  lay  Mr.  Crary*s  mo- 
tion on  the  tabl«e,  but, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  MERCfiR,  the  further  con- 
sidfifRtfon  of  the  aabject  was  postponed  till  Thurs- 
dajT  next. 


0ONG]ftE881ONAL  GLOBE. 


ELECTION  OF  CLERK. 

The  CHAIR  laid  before  tbe  House  a  letter  from 
the  Chief  Clerk  Boiif>ing  the  Hoixse  of  the  death  of 
Col.  WiLTBB  S.  Fbanklin,  late  Clerk  to  the  House 
of  Representatives,  which  was  read. 

Mr.  PETRIRIN  then  submitted  a  resolntion  ao- 
thorising  the  present  Assistant  Clerk  to  act  as  Clerk 
.  of  the  Honse  until  the  yacancy  occasioned  by  the 
death  of  Mr.  Faankun  should  be  filled.  « 

Idr.  MXLLIGAN  moved  to  amend  by  substi- 
tntittg  a  resolution  for  the  Honse  to  proceed  forth- 
with to  elect  a  Clerk. 

Mr.  DROMQOOLE  moved  an  ameadmAut  so  as 
to  provide  that  the  election  should  be  wIm  voct. 

Mr.  MILLIGAN  inquired  if  this  motion  was  in 
order. 

The  CHAIR  ruled  it  to  be  so. 

Mr.  ADAMS  forther  asked  if  it  did  not  conflict 
with  that  rale  of  the  House  which  provided  that 
officers  of  the  House  should  be  elected  by  ballot. 

The  CHAIR  remarked  that  there  was  no  such 
rale— the  only  one  having  reference  to  that  point 
merely  providing  what  shall  be  done  in  cases  of 
election  by  ballot. 

Mr.  DROMGOOLE  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays, 
which  being  ordered,  were— yeas  119,  nays  91,  as 
follows: 

YEAS— Mesin.  AnUeroon.  ADdrewt,  Alberton,  Banks,  Be^t* 
ty,  Beers.  Beltae,  Bicknall,  BirdssH,  Bonklm,  Br-dkead,  Brun- 
« >n,  Buchanan,  Brnum,  CambrHenfr,  Casej,  Chaney,  Ciwp- 
mati,  CUe^am,  Clark,  Connor,  Crabb,  Craie,  Craiy,  Cash- 
iniin,  Dawson,  Duvae,  De  Ora(r,  Droinffoolo,  Edwarda,  Elmore, 
Ewiog,  FarringtOD,  Fairfield,  Lsiac  Ffetrber,  Foster,  Fry,  jr. 
Gallop,  Glascock,  Ontntland,  Gray,  Grtliin,  Haley,  Haaunond} 
Hawkins,  lUynes,  Holt,  Uopkin^  Howajrd.  Uubley,  Insham. 
Thomas  8.  Jacksoii,  Jabez  Jackson,  Joseph  Johuson,  Nathaniel 
Jones,  John  W.  Jones,  Keim,  Keinble,  Klingensmith,  jr. 
Leadbetter,  Lewis,  Lofnui,  Loomis,  Lyon,  Jtimes  M.  Mason, 
Manin«McJKBT,  Robert  HcCleilan,  Abraham  McClellan,  Mens- 
fer,  MitchulUMontjionieiy.Moore,  Morgan,  Samuel  W.  .Morris, 
Murriy,  Noble,  Palmer,  Paraer,  Parmenter,  Parrls,  PaTnter. 
Peirlkin,  Phelps,  IMnmer,  Pratt,  John  II.  rronusa,  Rariden, 
Reily,  Rbett,  Rives,  Rohcrteou,  Sawyer,  SRicffer,  Augnsiine  H. 
Shejipenl,  Charles  ISh'jMri].  Shialdi,  Sheplor,  Sryder^  Spn.cer, 
Btuart,  t9wearingcn,  Taliaierro,  Tuyler,  Thomas,  Titus,  Tou- 
cey,  Towns.  Tumey,Uni^rwood,  Vail,  Vander?eei,  Wagoner, 
Wcbater,  Weeka,  Sherrod  WdJiama,  JaredW.  Williama,  Jos. 
L.  Will».imfc  and  Worihington— 119. 

NAYi^-^MesBTs.  Adams,  Alexander,  HemanlAlIen,  John  W. 
Allen,  Aycriffi,  Bell,  Biddla,  Bond,  Borden,  BrlgKa,  William  & 
Calhoun,  JohTualhoon,  \Villiam  B.  CampbelCT^ier,  Ohilds, 
Clowney,  Coffin,  Curwln.  Cranston,  Crockett,  Curtis,  Darling' 
ton,  Davios,  DekMsny,  Dennis,  Punn,  Evans,  Everett,  Richard 
Fletcher,  FiUniore,  Gk!'img%  Goedc  William  Graham,  Ocaoi, 
Craves,  Grennell,  HUl,  HaUted  Harlan,  Harper,  Hastings, 
Hawes.  Henry,  Herod^HeflTmBn,  Jenifer,  Henry  Johnson,  Wm. 
Ciisi  Johnson,  Kennedy,  Lincoln,  Marvin,  Surnson  Mason, 
Manry,  May,  MajLwell,  McKcnoan,  Mercer,  Milligan,  Maihias 


Sirattou,  TiUingEast,  ToUnd,  Albert  8.  ^mUte.  John  White, 
Whiulesey,  Lewis  WiUiaioa,  Curisiophor  H.  Williams,  Wise 
Word,  and  Yorke-W. 

So  the  amendment  to  ibe  amendment  was  aj^reed 
to;  and  the  question  recurring  recurring  on  the  lat- 
ter as  amended. 

Mr.  TIIOMAS  remarked,  substantially,  that 
though  he  had  voted  for  the  amendment,  and  Mr. 
Milligan^  proposition  had  been  thereby  made 
more  acceptable  (o  hi  n,  yet  he  was  not  prepared  to 
vote  for  it  at  this  lime.  There  were  several  candi- 
dates,  if  he  had  not  been  misinformed;  and  it  was 
barely  poissible  that  iheir  merits  could  yet  have 
been  sufficieniiy  canvassed.  He  thought  it,  there- 
fore, better  to  postpone  the  election  for  a  day  or 
two,  and,  in  the  interim,  employ  the  assistant 
cleric.  Moreover,  there  was  little  probability  that 
the  election  would  be  closed  to-day,  perhaps  not  to- 
nu>rrow,  and  hence  the  annual  Message  of  the  Pre- 
sident would  be  prevented  from  going  forth  to  Uie 
country  at  the  nsoal  time. 

After  some  further  remarks,  indistinctly  heard  at 
the  reporter^  desk*- 

Mr.  T.  concluded  by  saying  that  he  was  pre- 
pared to  sustain  a  general  proposition  that  all  cases 
of  election  by  ihat  House  should  be  vtoa  toee^ 

Mr.  PEARCE  expressed  a  wish  that  the  House 
would  proceed  forthwith. 

The  House  was  then  divided  on  Mr.  MILLI- 
QA.N'Sramendment,  and  it  being  agreed  to,  ayes 
102,  noes  101,  the  resolution,  as  thus  amended,  was 
also  agreed  to— ayes  104,  noes  96. 

So  the  House  determined  to  proceed  with  Iht 
•lection  of  a  Clerk  forthwith,  vh*  vocs. 

The  foUowing  nomJMiikms  were  then  iQade» 

Mr.  BRONSON  nominated  EDwian  Litiii«- 
fiOHofNavYorkk 


Mr.  CORWIN  nominated  M.  St.  Claui  Curkk 
or  District  of  Columbia. 

Mr.  DROMGOOLE  nominated  Huon  A.  Qin- 
LAND  of  Viif^inia. 

Mr.  8EROEANT  nominated  Samitxx  Sroci  of 
Pennsylvania. 

Mr.  MILLIGAK  nominated  Arnold  Naudain 
of  Delaware. 

Mr.  WAONER  nominated  Hjenet  Bwxhlxr  of 
Pennsylvania. 

Mr.  CHANEY  nominated  John  Biolbr  of  Ohio. 

Mr.  POPE  nominated  Jahcs  H.  Bvacn  of  Mis- 
fconrl. 

Fnurr  voTB. 

Fom  EowAiB  LtviifOSTOH..— Messis.  Andrews,  BeorL  Blek- 
n«U,  Birdsnll,  Brodbow],  Bronasn,  John  CsmplMll,  DeOroff, 
Fostsr,  Gallup,  Grut.  Gny,  Holt,  T.  B.  Jackson,  N.  Jones, 
Komblo,  Loomls,  R.  MeCioIlan,  ICoon,  Nobis,  Palmer,  Parker, 
Pannonter,  Prau,  J.  H.  Prentiss,  Bpencer,  Taylor,  Titus,*Vail, 
Vandenroor,  and  T.  J.  WWulewy-31. 

For  M.  6t.  O.  CLAMB.—Mossrs.  Atlaffls,  U.  Allen,  J.  W. 
Allen,  Aycricg,  Betl,  BomL  W.  £.  Calhoun,  John  Calhoon, 
W.  B.  Campbell,  W.  B.  Carter,  Cheatham,  Chiitli,  Clowney, 
Corwlo,  Crabbe,  Cnrtia,  Cashing,  Dawson,  Deberry,  Dennts, 
Smm,  EwiM,  R.  Fletcher,  Giddingis  Goode,  W.  Graham, 
Gra?es,GiifDn,  Harlan,  Hasting  Uawes,  Hoffhaan,  H  John- 
son, W.  C.  Johnson.  Kennedy,  lincoin,  Mercer,  C.  Morris, 
Noyes,  Pope,  J.  Robertson,  B.  Rolsinson,  A.  II.  SheppenL  C. 
8hopard.8hields,  Sibley,  Stanly,  Stone,  TllUnghast,  J.  White, 
8.  Williams,  J.  L.  Williams,  Wiee,  Word,  and  Yorke-66. 

For  Jamss  Bvrcb.— Messrs.  Crockett,  Halsted.  Herod,  Mane- 
r<r«,  Rumssy, Southgato, Underwood,  A.  8.  White,  and  C.  H. 

ForR.  M  'WsmiTr.— Messrs.  Clark  and&lv^-ards— 2. 

PorH.  A.  GARLAND.~>Me»rs.  Anderson,  Athenon,  Banks, 
Beime,  Botddln.  Bynom,  Casey,  Cbapnisn,  Connor,  Craig. 
CraryjDaree,  Drenigoole,  Elmore,  Fauileld,  Glascock, Grant- 
land,  Haley,  Ilawkfins,  Havnss,  Hopkins,  Howard,  lofiham, 
J.  Jackson,  J.  Johnson,  J.  W.  Jones,  Lewis,  Lyon,  J.  M.  Msson, 
Martin,  McKay,  A.  McClellan,  Montgomery,  Morgan,  Murray, 
Parris,  Pheips,  Rhett,  Rires,  Sawyer,  Snyder,  Stuart,  Thomas, 
Toucey,  Towns,  Tumey,  J.  W:  Williams,  and  Worthing- 

For  Samitbl  Shook.— Mesm.  Alexander,  Bidille,  Bonfen, 
Crai.9ion,Darlin5ioa,  Davies,  Fillmore.  Henry,  Marvin,  Mr  Ken* 
nan,  Alitchell,  M.  Morris.  Naylor,  Peck,  Potts,  Putnam,  Rtdg- 
w^,  Russell,  Setjgeant,  Blade,  aiul  Toland— 21 

It,  C 
Maxwell,  MiUlgan,  Poarce.  Rariden.  Randolph,  Renchef,'Stai- 
Ion,  Taliaferro,  and  L.  Williams— 20. 

For  H.  Bubolbr.— Messrs.  Beau/,  Bochaoan,  Pry,  Ham* 
mond,  Hobley,  Keim,  KHngensmitlt,  Lopan,  R.  W.  Morris, 
Paynier,  Potnken,  Pluraer,  Rally,  Shaffer,  Wagenar,  anl 
Weok»-16. 

Foa  Jomi  BiquiR.^MeaBii.  Chaoey,  Citshman,  Fanrlugton. 
I.  Fletch<*r,  Leadbetter,  Sheplor,  Swearingen,  and  Webster— 8 

Whole  nnmber  of  votes,  210. 

Ntces&ary  to  a  choice,  106. 

Neither  of  the  candidates  havin?  a  majority  of 
the  whole  nomherof  votes  cast,  a  second  call  was 
ort^ered. 

Mr.  CUSHMAN  movrd  an  adjournment.  Lost. 

SECOND  VOTE. 

For  Ebwaxd  LnrufosroH.— Messrs.  Andrews,  Been,  Bick- 
nall, Blrdsall,  Brodhead,  Bronson,  De  GrsIT,  Edwards,  Gallup, 
Grant,  Gray,  J.  B.  Jacksrm.  N.  Jones,  Kemble,  Loorais,  R. 
MeCjeDan,  Moore,  Noble,  Palmer,  Pratt,  J.  H.  Prentiss,  Spen- 
cer, Taylor,  Titus,  Vail,  and  Vanderreer— 26. 

Form.  St.  C. Clarxb.— Messrs.  Adams,  Alexander.  H.  Al- 
I(m.  J.  W.  Allan,  Ayerigg,  Bell,  Bond.  Briegs,  W.  B.  Calhoun, 
J.  Calhoon,  W.  B.  Campbell,  W.  B.  Carter.  Choaiham,  Cbilds, 
Clark,  Clowney,  Coffin,  Corwin,  Crabb,  Crnnston.  Ccocketi, 
Curtis,  Cushing,  Dawson,  Deberry,  Dennis.  Dunn,  Evans,  Etc 
rett,  Ewing,  R.  Fletcher,  Fillmore,  Gidiling.<i,  Goorie,  W.  Grn- 
ham,  Grave?,  Grennell,  Gr{ffll^  Hall,  HalBi(>ad.  Harlan.  Har^ 

?er,  Hastinfipi,  Hawea^  HofTman.  Jenifer,  H.  Johnson,  W.  C. 
ohoson,  Kennsdy,  Lincoln,  S.  Mason,  Maury,  May,  Maxwell, 
Menefec,  Mercer,  M.  Morris,  C.  Morris,  Naylor,  Noyes,  Peajrce,. 
Peck,  Pope,  Putnam,  Rariden,  Randolph,  J.  Robertson,  E. 
Robinson,  Rumoey,  A.  H.  Shepperd,  Shields,  Sibley,  Alade, 
8otttbgat^  Stanley,  Ston^  Stratlon.  Till inghasi,  Toland,  Under- 


_  .  Arnoij)  Nadi»aik.— Messra.  Briegs,  Coffin,  Dunn,  Eve 
rett,  Grennell,  Hall,  Harper,  Jenifer,  S.  Ma«>ti,  Maury,  Mar, 
ll,MiUigan, '^ ...    -      .   ''- 


wood,  A.  B.  White,  J.  White.  L.  Williams,  8.  Williams,  J.  L. 
Willian^  Wise,  Word,  and  Torke~.8& 
For  Hinw  A.  GAR|Jkm>.-~ttessr«.    Andersnn,  Atherten, 


Haley,  Hawkins,  Haynes,Uoi(^  Hopkinc,  Howard,  Insham,  J. 
Jirkson,  J.  Johnson,  J.  W.  Jones,  D.  H.  T^wis,  Lyon,  J. 
M.  Mason,  Martin,  McKay,  A.  McClellan,  Momcomery,  Mor- 


Tamey 
ton-«. 

ForBamurl  Shock.— Messn.  Biddle,  Borden,  DarUngton, 
Davis,  Henry,  Marvin,  McKennan,  Mitchell,  Potts,  Ridgway, 
Russell,  Sergeant,  and  C.  H.  WUllams— 13. 

For  Asmold  Naiidaih.— Messn.  Herod,  MIHigao,  Rancher, 
and  Talialerra— 4. 

For  J.  BioLiR.— Messrs.  Chaney,  L  Fletcher,  Leadbetter, 
Shepior  Swearingen,  and  WelMer^G. 

For  BRffRT  BtTRBLiR.— Messrs.  Baatty,  Bnehanan,  Ham* 
mond,  Hut»ley,  Keim,  Kllngensmilh.  Lo^an,  8.  W.  Morris, 
Paynter,  Plumer,  Rally,  Wegener,  ana  8helIbr-^]3. 

Whole  namber  of  votes         -  •  209 

Necessary  u^  a  choice  -  -  -105 

Mr.  THOMAS  rose  for  the  nnrpooe  of  moving 
that  the  l^ieaker  he  empowered  to  vote,  and  sub* 
mittedaa  ameadiiitBt  to  the  standing  order  to  that 


Mr.  WISE  i;i5isteii  ^^  the  motion  was  not  ia 
order,  and  tbe  Chaib  so  ruling,  the  motion  was  not 
entertained. 

Mr.  TOUCEY  moved  that  the  House  adjoom. 
Lost  99  to  110. 

The  names  of  Messrs.  Eilger,  Livingston,  Baeh- 
ler,  Naudaio,  and  Shock  were  then  severally  with- 
drawn by  the  gentlemen  who  nominated  tliem 
and  the  House  voting  a  third  time,  the  resalt  was 
annoonced  to  be  as  follows: 

TUniD  VOTB 
For  HtfOB  A.  Oarlamd.— Blessrs.   AnderMn.  AndrewR 
AthertOQ,  Banka,  Baatty,  Beers,   Bairne,  Bicknall.    Btrdsal^ 
BottldiD,  BrodbeRd,  Broosoii,  Huchanan,  fiynVBi,  duBbiRtong, 


Orantland, 
Haynaa,!!* 

Jackson, 


L  Grant,  Oimy,  Griffin,  Haley,  Ilammond.  HrwUds^ 
folt,  Hopkins,  Howard.  Hubiey,  Inaban,  TboiDao  B. 
Jabez  Jackson,  Joseph  JohsGon,  rialbaniel  Jonca, 
John  W.  Jonea,  Keim,  Kamble,  Klinaonsmith,  jr.  Leadboitar, 
I^nia,  Loyan,  Loomla,  Lyon,  James  M.  Mason,  Martin,  McKay, 
Robert  McClellan,  Abransra  McCliillan,  Monifumery,  Meort^ 
morgan,  Samuel  W.  Morri.%  Murray,  Kobte,  Palmer,  Paikac^ 
Parmenter,  Parris.  Paynier,  Petrifcin,  Pheipe,  Phimer,  Pratt, 


Vorthiiigtun^lOfi. 


For  M.  St.  C.  Clarkb.  ~Mesars.Ada]nai  Alexander,  Hcidrb  A! 
11,    Bid*;     -     *    -'     * 

belij "carter,  Ch«atl»Rn,  cHildc.  Cisrk,  Coffin.  Corwin,  Craw  * 


len,  John  W.  Alien,  Aycrifg,  Bell,  Bidtlle.  Bond, 
Brigsa,  William  B.  Calhoun,  John  Calhoon.  William  &  Ca 
bell,  Curter,  Cheatltnn,  Childc.  Cisrk,  Coffin.  Corwin,  Ck««.r^ 
Cranston,  Crockett,  Curtis,  Cashing,  Darlington,  Drwomi,  Da^ 
vies,  Deberry,  Dennis,  Dunn,  Edwards,  Evans.  Rverait,  Swing, 
Ricliard  Fletcher,  Fillmore  Giddinf^,  Goode,  Graham,  ^tmves^ 
Grennell.  Hall,  Halsted.  Harlan,  Harper,  Uastlnc*,  Bawer, 
Haniy,  Hero  1  Hoflinan,  Jenifrr,  Hemy  Johnson,  William  Cost 
Johnson,  Kennedy,  Lincoln,  Marvin,  Sau  •nmi  Maaoo,  Mruit, 
Mav, Maxwell,  McKennan,  Mcn«fte,  Mercer, Millisso,  Mitchell, 
MailUas  Morri^  Calvary  Morris.  Navlor.  Nuyes,  Pearce.Peck, 
Pope,  Potts,  Pn'nam,  Rariden,  Randolph,  R«ncher,  Riofway, 
Robertson.  Uohinsou,  KunKey,  Rusy^ell,  Sergeant,  Angustina 
n.  {^hepped,  Shields  Sibley,  ?lade.  Sou thg ale,  Stan Iv,  Btoos, 
Stratiw,  TahRfcrm,  Thompson,  Titlinghast.  Tahind,  Umkr* 
wood,  Albert  6.  White,  John  Wiiiie,  liOwis  Williama,  Sbsnod 
Willisms,  J  «eph  L.  Williams,  Chr:r>t:)pherH.  WilliRia8,Wiaa, 
Wor  I,  and  Y or:. -;—!(>!. 

Whole  number  of  votes,  210 

Necessary  to  a  choice,  106. 

So  HncH  A.  GAaLAND,  having  received  i^  majo- 
rity of  the  voles,  was  declared  to  be  duly  elected 
Clerk  to  the  Honse  for  the  residne  of  the  present 
Congress. 

Mr.  HAYNES  moved  to  tale  op  the  usual  mes> 
sage  from  the  Senate;  but  the  motion  was  set  aside 
by  a  conversation  on  the  order  of  business. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  EiAY^'ES,  the  dsily  hoor  of 
meeting  was  ordered  to  be  12  o*clock,  dl  till  othar- 
wi.««e  directed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WISE, 

The  Honse  adjourned  at  half-past  3,  p.  m. 

IN  SENATE. 
TuESDAV,  December  4, 1838. 

Mr.  CLAY  of  Alabama  appeared  in  his  plaee. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  House  of 
Representatives  by  Mr.  Garland,  their  Clerk, 
stating  that  the  House  was  oiiganixed  and  ready  to 
proceed  to  business. 

Also  that  the  House  had  concurred  in  the  reso- 
lution of  tbe  Senate,  appointing  a  joint  comviiftee 
to  wait  upon  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
informing  him  that  the  two  Houses  were  organized 
and  ready  to  receive  any  communication  he  might 
make. 

And  that  the  House  bad  appointed  as  said  com- 
mittee on  their  pan,  Messrs.  Cambrslbko,  I«iir- 
coui,  and  Connor.  ' 

Mr.  KlilGHT  gave  notice  that,  on  lo-morrow, 
he  would  ask  leave  to  bring  in  a  hill  for  the  relief 
of  Sarah  Angel  and  the  other  heirs  of  Benjamin 
King,  deceased;  also,  a  bill  to  allow  a  drawback 
on  imported  hemp  when  manufactured  info  cord* 
age  and  exported. 

Mr.  RIVESpreaented  ibe  petition  of  James  Bar- 
ron, a  captain  m  the  navy  of  the  tJniied  Statesi, 
praying  that  a  law  may  be  passed  providing  for  a 
settlement  of  his  accounts  on  the  principles  of  eqoi- 
ly:  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  BAYARD  moved  ihat|  by  unanimous  con- 
sent, the  appointment  of  vy^e  ^^nding  committees 
be  made  by  the  Chair.  «ft^i  he  observed,  was 
done  at  the  last  session,  to  ^^o'l^^*^^  ^^^J  attend- 
ing  the  namerons  baUotu.^^B^^^  ^"^^Ttaaicriai 
chan^  h»d  takftn  plaee  1^^  )|0^  tBM  the  lasi 


COVGRBSBIONAL  CLOOR. 


$ 


teasiofa,  he  thought  it  wonid  he  advisahle  t«  adopt 
the  sane  course  at  the  prenent  session. 

Mr.  HITBBARD  was  in  favor  of  the  motion,  hnt 
did  not  wish  it  acted  on  for  the  present,  inasmuch 
as  several  Senators  were  ahsent  who  might  be 
excluded.  Ko  inconvenieaee,  he  observed,  would 
result  from  the  delay  of  a  day  or  two,  and  he  hoped 
the  gentleman  would  consent  to  suspend  his  motion 
fbr  that  time. 

Mr.  BAYARD  said  that  if  the  motion  prevailed, 
the  Chair  would  necessarily  take  two  or  three  days 
time  to  apppoint  the  committees  in,  and  thus  the 
objection  of  the  Senator,  with  respect  to  the  ab- 
sence of  members,  would  be  obviated.  He  found 
by  the  journal  that  at  the  last  session  the  appoint- 
ment of  the  standing  committees  was  vested  in  the 
cbaify  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Grdnot,  and  as  the 
complexion  of  the  body  was  nearly  the  same  at  this 
session,  he  thought  the  same  convenience  would 
result  from  pursuing  a  similar  course  now. 

Mr.  HUBBARD  observed,  that  if  the  order  was 
now  passed  vesting  the  appointment  of  Uie  stand<^ 
ing  committees  in  the  Chair,  the  gentleman  would 
tad  them  announced  when  the  journal  was  read 
to-morrow.  He  did  not  know  whether  the  ahsent 
Senators  would  be  excluded  or  not,  but  under  the 
impression  that  they  would  be,  he  would  move,  if 
the  gentleman  pressed  his  motion,  to  lay  it  on  the 
table.  He  hope4,  however,  the  gentleman  would 
not  press  it. 

Mr.  BAYARD  said,  certkinly  not.  The  motion, 
if  adopted,  must  be  adopted  unan  moi'^'v  and  the 
intimation  of  the  gentleman  that  he  wished  it  de- 
layed for  the  present,  was  sofBcient  to  indoce  him 
to  withdraw  it. 

The  motion  was  accordingly  withdrawn. 

Mr.  CLAY  of  Alabama  gave  notice  that  on  to- 
morrow he  would  ask  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  for 
the  reduction  and  graduation  of  the  price  of  the 
public  lands. 

Mr.  WRIGHT^  from  the  Joint  Committee  ap- 
pointed to  wait  on  the  President  of  the  United 
States  and  inform  him  that  quorums  of  the  two 
Houses  of  Congress  bad  assembled,  and  were  ready 
to  receive  any  communication  he  might  make,  re- 
ported that  they  had  performed  the  duty  assigned 
them,  and  had  rvceived  for  answer  that  the  I^i- 
dent  would  immediately  make  a  communioation  to 
Congress  in  writing. 

A  Message  was  then  received  from  the  President 
of  the  JUnited  States  by  Mr.  Martin  Van  Buiiin, 
jr.  his  Private  Secretary,  as  follows: 
FtUow-citvsens  (/ the  SenaU 

and  Hou$i  of  Repre9ent(Uivt$: 

I  congratulate  you  on  the  favorable  circumstan- 
ces in  the  condition  ef  our  country,  under  which 
you  leassemble  for  the  performance  of  your  official 
duties.  Though  the  anticipations  of  an  abundant 
harvest  have  not  every  where  been  realized,  yet,  on 
the  whole,  the  labors  of  the  husbandman  are  re- 
warded with  a  bountiful  return;  industry  prospers 
in  its  various  channels  of  business  and  enterprise; 
general  health  again  prevails  through  our  vast  di- 
versity of  climate;  nothing  threatens,  from  abroad, 
the  continuance  of  external  peace;  nor  has  any 
thing  at  home  impaired  the  strength  of  those  frater- 
nal and  domestic  ties  which  eonstitute  the  only 
guaranty  to  the  success  and  permanency  o!  our 
happy  Union,  and  which,  formed  in  the  hour  of 
peril,  have  hitherto  been  honorably  sustained 
throsgh  every  vicissitude  in  our  National  affairs. 
These  blessings,  which  evince  the  care  and  bene- 
ficence of  Providence,  call  for  our  devout  and  fer- 
vent gratitude. 

We  have  net  less  reason  to  be  grateful  for  other 
bounties  bestowed  by  the  same  munificent  hand, 
and  more  exclusively  our  own. 

The  present  year  closes  the  first  half  century  of 
our  Federal  institutions;  and  our  system^differing 
f)rom  all  others  in  the  acknowledged,  practical,  and 
unlimited  operation  which  it  has  for  so  long  a  period 
^ven  to  the  sovereignty  of  the  people— has  now 
been  fully  tested  by  experience. 

The  Constitution  devised  by  our  forefathers  as 
the  firamework  and  bond  of  that  system,  then  un- 
tried, has  become  a  ^settled  form  of  Qovenuneat; 
not  only  preserving  and  protecting  the  great  prin- 
<Siples  upon  which  it  Was  founded,  but  wontfcrfolly 
promoting  indiiridttal  happinefs  and  priyttt  Late- 


rests.  Though  subject  to  change  and  entii^  revo* 
cation,  whenever  deemed  inadequate  to  all  these 
purposes,  yet  sueh  is  the  wisdom  of  its  constnio* 
tion,  and  so  suble  has  been  the  public  sentiment, 
that  it  remains  unaltered,  except  in  matters  of  de- 
tail, comparatively  unimportant  It  has  proved 
amply  sufReient  for  the  various  emergendes  inci- 
dent to  our  condition  as  a  nation.  A  formidable 
foreign  war;  agitating  collisions  between  domestic 
and,  in  some  respects,  rival  sovereignties;  tempta- 
tton!«  to  interfere  in  the  intestine  commotions  of 
neighboring  countries;  the  dangerous  influences 
that  arise  in  periods  of  excessive  prosperity;  and 
the  anti-republican  tendencies  of  associated  wealth 
— these,  with  other  trials  not  less  formidable,  have 
all  been  encountered,  and  thus  far  successfully  re- 
sisted. 

It  was  reserved  for  the  American  Union  to  test 
the  advantages  of  a  Government  entirely  dependent 
on  the  continual  exercise  ef  the  popular  will;  and 
our  experience  has  shown  that  it  is  as  beneficent  In 
practice  as  it  is  just  in  theory.  Each  successive 
change  made  in  our  local  institutioas  has  oontriba- 
ted  to  extend  the  right  of  sufiVage,  has  inereased 
the  direct  influence  of  the  mass  of  the  community, 
given  greater  freedom  to  individual  exertion,  and 
restricted,  more  and  more,  the  powers  of  Govern- 
ment*,, yet  the  intelligence,  prudence,  and  patriot- 
ism ef  the  people  have  kept  pace  with  this  aug- 
mented respopsibtliiy.  In  no  country  has  educa- 
tion been  so  widely  diffhsed.  Domestic  peace  has 
nowhere  so  largely  reigned.  The  close  bonds  of 
social  intercourse  have  in  no  instance  prevailed 
with  such  harmony  over  a  space  so  vast.  All 
forms  of  religion  have  united,  for  the  first  time, 
to  diffuse  charity  and  piety,  because,  for  the  first 
time  in  the  history  of  nations,  all  have  been  totally 
untrammelled,  and  abselutely  free.  The  deepest 
recesses  of  the  wilderness  have  been  penetrated; 
yet,  instead  of  the  rudeness  in  the  social  condition 
consequent  upon  such  adventures  elsewhere,  nu- 
merous communities  have  sprung  up,  already  un- 
rivalled in  prosperity,  general  intelligence,  inter- 
nal tranquillity,  and  the  wisdom  of  their  political 
institutions.  Internal  improvement,  the  fhiit  of 
individual  enterprise,  fostered  by  the  protection  of 
the  States,  has  added  new  links  to  the  confedera- 
tion, and  firesh  rewards  to  provident  industry. 
Doubtful  questions  of  domestic  policy  have  been 
quietly  settled  by  mutual  forbearance;  and  agricnl< 
ture,  commerce,  and  manufactures,  minister  to 
each  other.  Taxation  and  public  debt,  the  burdens 
which  bear  so  heavily  upon  all  other  countries, 
have  pressed  with  comparative  lightness  upon  ns. 
Without  one  entangling  alliance,  our  friendship  is 
prized  by  every  nation;  and  the  rights  of  our  citi- 
zens are  every  where  respected,  because  they  are 
known  to  he  guarded  by  a  united,  sensitive,  and 
watchful  people. 

To  this  practical  operation  of  our  iastitutions, 
so  evident  and  successful,  we  owe  that  increased 
attachment  to  them  which  is  among  the  most  cheer- 
ing exhibitions  of  popular  sentiment,  and  will  prove 
their  best  security,  in  time  to  come,  against  foreign 
or  domestic  assault. 

This  review  of  the  results  of  our  institutions,  for 
half  a  century,  without  exciting  a  spirit  of  vain 
exultation,  should  serve  to  imptess  upon  us  the 
great  prindples  from  which  they  have  sprung ;  con- 
stant and  direct  supervision  by  the  people  oyer 
eveiy  public  measure;  strict  forbearance  en  the 
part  of  the  Government  from  exercising  any  doubt- 
ful or  disputed  powers;  and  a  cautions  abstinenee 
from  all  interference  with  concerns  which  properiy 
belong,  and  are  best  left  to  State  regulations  and 
individual  enterprise. 

Fnll  information  of  the  state  of  our  foreign  af- 
fairs having  been  recently,  on  different  ocaa 
aions,  submitted  to  Congress,  I  deem  it  neoessaxy 
now  to  bring  to  your  notice  only  such  events  as 
have  subsequently  occurred,  or  are  of  such  im- 
portance as  to  require  particular  attention. 

The  most  amicable  dispositions  continue  to  be 
exhibited  by  all  the  nations  with  whom  the  Go- 
vernment and  citizens  of  the  United  States^have 
an  habitual  intercourse.  At  the  date  of  my  last 
annual  message,  Mexico  wat  the  only  nation  which 
could  not  be  included  in  ao  gratifying  a  reference 
to  enr  ft>reign  relations. 


I  am  happ/  to  be  now  able  to  inform  yon  that 
an  ailvanct  nas  been  mada  tewmrds  the  adjostomt 
of  our  difficulties  with  that  Repnblie,  and  the  in- 
storation  of  the eostemary  good  filing  between- 
the  two  nations.  This  important  change  has  haen 
efTeeiedhy  eoaeiliatoiy  negotiations,  that  have  n* 
suited  in  the  conclusion  of  a  treaty  between  iha 
two  Governments,  wbkdi,  when  ratified,  will  refer 
to  the  arbitrament  of  a  friendly  power  all  the  sub- 
jects of  controversy  between  ns  growing  out  of  in- 
juries to  individuals.  Them  is,  at  present,  also, 
reason  to  believe  that  an  editable  setiteascnt  of 
all  disputed  points  will  be  attained  wirhont  (hrther 
difficulty  or  unnecessary  delay,  and  thus  anthoriae 
the  free  resumption  oi  diplomatic  inleroouaa  with 
our  sister  Republic 

With  respect  to  the  noftheastem  boundary  of  iba 
United  States,  no  official  correspondenee  between 
this  Government  and  that  of  Gnat  Britain  haa 
passed  since  that  commnnicated  to  Congresa  to- 
wards the  close  of  their  hut  session.  The  offer  to 
negotiate  a  convention  for  the  appointment  ef  a 
joint  commission  of  annray  and  exploration,  I  am, 
however,  assured  will  be  met  by  her  MaJesty^Ck)- 
vemment  in  a  coneiltatorf  and  friendly  spirit,  and 
instructions  to  enable  the  British  Mlnisierhefe  to 
conclude  such  an  arrangement  will  be  transmitted 
to  him  without  needless  delay.  It  is  hoped  and 
expected  that  these  inairnctions  wili  be  of  a  hberal 
character,  and  that  this  negotiation,  if  taooeasfnl, 
will  prove  to  be  an  important  atep  towarda  the  sap 
tisfactory  and  final  adjustment  or  the  oontioTeiqr. 

I  had  hoped  that  the  rerpeet  for  the  hiva  and  re> 
gard  for  the  pence  and  honor  of  their  own  oonaliy, 
which  has  twet  characterized  the  eitiaens  of  the 
United  States,  wonM  have  prevented  any  poitioft 
of  them  from  using  any  means  to  pronrate  iaanr- 
rection  in  the  territory  of  a  power  with  which  we 
are  at  peace,  and  with  which  the  United  Slates  are 
desirous  of  maintaining  the  most  friendly  relations. 
I  regret  deeply,  boWever,  to  be  obliged  to  inforaa 
you  that  this  has  not  been  the  case.  infonmtioiL 
has  been  given  to  me,  derived  from  official  and 
other  sources,  that  many  citizens  of  the  United 
States  have  ass^'Ciaied  together  to  make  hostile  ia- 
eorsions  from  oui  territory  into  Canada,  and  lo  aid 
and  abet  insurrection  there,  in  violation  of  the 
obligations  and  laws  of  the  United  States,  and  in 
open  disregard  of  tbeir  own  duiks  as  ettizena. 
This  information  has  been  in  part  confirmed,  by  a 
hostile  invabiou  actually  made  bydtiaenaof  the 
United  States,  in  conjunction  with  Caaadians  and 
others,  and  accompanied  by  a  forcible  seiznie  of 
the  property  of  our  citizens,  and  an  applioation 
thereof  lo  the  prosecuti<»n  of  military  opamtioas 
against  the  anihorities  and  people  of  Canada. 

The  results  of  these  criminal  aasaalta  npoa  the 
peace  and  order  of  a  neighboring  conntry  have 
been,  as  was  to  be  expected,  fatally  destmctive 
to  the  misguided  or  deluded  persons  engaged  in 
them,  and  highly  injurious  to  thoee  in  whose  be- 
half they  are  professed  to  have  been  nndertaken. 
The  authorities  in  Canada,  from  intelligenoe  re- 
ceived of  such  intended  movements  among  onr 
citizens,  have  felt  themselves  obliged  to  take  pre- 
cautionary measures  against  them;  have  aetnally 
embodied  the  miUtia,  and  assumed  an  attitade  to 
repel  the  invasion  to  which  they  btUcved  the 
colonies  were  exposed  from  the  United  Staiea. 
A  state  of  feeling  oa  both  sides  of  the  frontier  haa 
thus  been  produced,  which  called  for  prompt  and 
vigorous  interference.  If  an  hisnnection  existed 
in  Canada,  the  amicable  dispesilions  of  the  United 
States  towards  Great  Britain,  as  well  as  their  duty 
lo  themselves,  wonM  lead  them  to  maiatain  a  strict 
neutrality,  and  to  restraia  their  citizena  tnm  all 
violafions  of  the  laws  which  have  been  paseed 
for  its  enforcement.  But  this  Govemmcait  recog- 
nises  a  still  higher  obligation  to  repress  all  attempts 
•n  the  part  of  its  citizens  to  disturb  the  peaoe 
of  a  country  where  order  prevails,  or  has  been  »- 
established.  Depredadoos  by  our  eitiaens  upon 
nations  at  peaoe  with  the  United  Stateft,  or  com- 
binations for  committhig  them,  have  ai  all  times 
been  regarded  by  the  Americaa  Govemnwntand 
people  with  the  greatest  abhorrence.  Military 
incursionB  by  our  citizens  into  co«m|ries  so  situar 
ted,  and  the  commission  of  acta  of  violei(oe  on 
the  members  thereof  iHprder  to  effect  n  ehant^  in 
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its  fOTcniment,  or  nndrr  aaj  pretexi  wbatercr, 
hvw^  fiom  the  eommenceiiieBr  of  otur  Oovwmac&C 
b«n  Md  eqnallf  erimiiial  o«  the  part  of  tfaoae  en* 
fifed  in  tbem,  aod  as  mveh  dMenriog  of  pn&iah- 
■wttt,  as  woald  ba  dia  dismrbaiiee  of  the  pablio 
peace  by  the  peipetratio&  of  ttmilar  aoH  wWimoar 


Bf  BO  oonatry  or  persou  bave  tbcae  iaralna* 
bio  principleB  of  intanatkmal  lav^-priaaiples,  the 
enict  obeenraiMe  of  whieh  is  eo  tDdispeosable 
to  the  preserration  of  soeial  order  in  the  world—- 
been  men  earneitly  eherished  or  saoredly  v^ 
specMd  than  by  theee  grettt  aad  good  men  who 
tut  deelaied,  and  ftoally  cstahUahed,  the  iadepen- 
de&ee  of  oar  own  oonnlry.  They  preaiQlgated  aad 
maintained  them  at  an  early  and  crttieal  period  in 
onr  history;  they  were  sabasqnentiy  embodied  ia 
Icf^latife  eaaetmenlsofa  highly  penal  character, 
the  ftdttUUenAHraemeBt  of  which  has  hitherto  beta, 
and  will,  I  tnst,  always  continne  to  be,  regarded 
as  a  doty  inseparably  associaied  with  the  mainte- 
nanee  of  our  nctioDal  honor.  That  the^people  of  the 
Vested  States  should  feel  an  interest  in  the  spread 
of  poHlioal  institntioBs  as  free  as  they  regard  their 
own  to  be,  is  natnral;  nor  can  a  sincere  soliei- 
tnde  fee  the  sneeess  of  all  those  who  are,  at  any 
tfane,  in  good  faith  etrogglinf  for  their  acqoisition, 
be  imputed  to  onr  ciHaens  as  a  crime.  With  the 
entire  freedom  of  opinion,  and  an  vndisgnised  ex- 
pression thereof,  on  their  part,  theQovemmenthas 
neither  the  right,  nor,  1  trast,  the  dispoeition  to 
interCsre.  Bm  whether  the  interest  or  the  honor 
qf  the  United  States  require  that  they  should  be 
made  a  party  to  any  such  struggle,  and,  by 
ineTttabie  consequence,  to  the  war  which  is 
waged  in  its  support,  is  a  question  which,  by  our 
Conslitutidn,  is  wisely  leA  to  Congress  alone  to 
decide.  It  is,  by  the  laws,  already  made  criminal 
in  our  citizens  to  embarram  or  aaticipate  that  deci- 
sioD,  by  unauthorized  military  operations  on  their 
part.  Offences  of  this  cfaancter,  in  addition  to 
their  eriminality  as  Tiolattons  of  the  laws  of  onr 
country,  hsTe  a  direct  tendency  to  draw  down  upon 
our  own  citizens  at  large  the  multiplied  evils  of  a 
fGrreign  war,  and  eKpoee  to  injurious  imputations 
the  good  faith  and  honor  of  the  country.  As  such 
they  deserve  to  be  put  down  with  promptitude  and 
decision.  Icaimoibe  mistaken,  I  am  confident, 
in  counting  on  the  cc«dial  and  general  concurrence 
of  our  fellow-citizens  in  this  sentiment.  A  copy 
of  tbe  proclamstion  which  I  have  felt  it  my  duty 
to  issue,  is  herewith  communicated.  I  cannot  but 
hope  that  the  good  sense  and  patriotism,  the  regard 
for  the  hoAor  and  reputation  of  their  country,  the 
respect  for  the  laws  which  they  have  themselves 
enacted  for  their  own  government,  and  the  love  of 
order  for  which  the  msss  of  onr  people  have  been 
so  long  and  so  justly  distinguished,  will  deter  ihe 
comparatively  few  who  are  engaged  in  them  from 
a  Aurther  prosecution  of  such  desperate  enterprises. 
In  the  mean  time,  the  ezisttnglaws  have  been,  and 
will  contiime  to  be,  faithfully  executedj  and  every 
eibrt  will  be  made  to  carry  them  out  in  their  fall 
extent  Whether  th^  are  suiRcient  or  not,  to  meet 
the  actual  state  of  things  on  the  Canadian  frontier, 
it  is  for  Congress  to  decide. 

It  will  appear  from  the  correspondence  herewith 
submitted,  mat  the  Qovemment  of  Rnssia  declines 
a  renewal  of  the  fourth  article  of  the  convention 
of  April,  1894,  between  the  United  States  and  his 
Imperial  Majesty,  by  the  third  article  of  which  it  is 
agreed  that  *'hcreaner  there  shall  not  be  formed  by 
the  citizens  of  the  United  Stales,  or  under  the  au- 
thority of  the  said  States,  any  establishment  upon 
die  northwest  coast  of  America,  nor  in  any  of  the 
Islands  adjacent,  to  the  north  of  64^  40'  of  north 
latimde;  and  that  iu  the  same  manner  there  shall 
be  none  formed  by  Rnssian  subjecis,  or  under  the 
authority  of  Russia,  south  of  the  same  parallel;*' 
and  by  the  fhorth  article,  '*that,  during  a  term  of 
ten  years,  counting  from  the  signaturs  of  thd  pre> 
sent  convention,  the  flhipe  of  both  powers,  or  which 
behmg  to  their  eitiaens  or  subjecU  remcUvely, 
may  redprocally  frsquent,  without  any  hindrance 
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Qtortor  seas,  gulfs,  harbors,  and 
cfiehs  upon  the  coast  mentioned  in  the  preceding 
mticle,  for  the  pnrpoie  of  idling  and  trading  with 
the  natives  of  the  country."  The  reasons  assigned 
Ihrdidiiiii  to  fsnew  the  provisions  of  thfti  article, 


are,  briefly,  that  the  only  use  made  by  oar  eitiaens 
.of  the  privilege  it  secures  to  them,  has  been  to  5up* 
ply  the  Indians  with  spiriteuB  liqaom,  ammunition, 
aad  fire-arms;  that  this  trafllc  has  been  excluded 
ftott  the  Russian  trade;  and  as  the  supplies  fur> 
nished  from  the  United  States  are  injurious  to  the 
Rneniaa  establishments  on  tbe  northwest  coast,  aiid 
calculated  to  produce  complaints  between  the  two 
Qovemments,  his  Imperial  Majesty  thinks  it  for 
the  inteiest  of  both  countries  not  to  accede  to  the 
proposition  made  by  the  American  Government  for 
the  renewal  of  the  article  last  referred  to. 

The  correspondence  herewith  communicated  will 
show  the  grounds  upon  which  we  contend  that  the 
citizens  of  the  United  States  have,  independent  of 
the  provisions  of  the  convention  of  18S4,  a  right 
to  trade  with  the  natives  upon  the  coast  in  question, 
at  unoccupied  places,  liable,  however,  it  isadmited 
to  be  at  any  time  extinguished  by  the  creation  of 
Russian  establishments  at  such  points.  This  right 
is  dented  by  the  Russian  Government,  which  as- 
serts that,  b]t  the  operation  of  the  treaty  of  18d4, 
each  party  agreed  to  waive  the  general  right  to  land 
on  the  vacant  coasts  on  the  respective  sides  of  the 
degree  of  latitude  referred  to,  and  accepted,  in  lieu 
thereof, the  mutual  privileges  mentioned  m  the  fourth 
article.  The  capital  and  tonnage  employed  by  ou  r  ci- 
tizens in  their  trade  with  the  northwest  coast  of  Ame- 
rica will,  perhaps,  on  adverting  to  the  oflldal  state- 
ments of  the  commerce  ani  navigation  of  tbe 
United  States  for  the  last  few  years,  be  deemed  too 
inconsiderable  in  amount  to  attract  much  attention; 
yet  the  subject  may,  in  other  respects,  deserve  the 
careful  consideration  of  Congress. 

1  regret  to  state  that  the  blockade  of  the  principal 
ports  oa  the  eastern  coast  of  Mexico,  which,  in 
consequence  of  diflerenees  between  that  Republic 
and  France,  was  instituted  in  May  last,  unfortu- 
nately still  continues,  enforced  by  a  competent 
FreiMh  naval  force,  and  is  necessarily  embarrassing 
to  our  own  trade  in  the  gulf,  in  common  with  that 
of  other  nations.  Every  disposition,  however,  is 
believed  to  exist  on  the  part  of  the  Fireneh  Go- 
vernment, to  render  this  measure  as  litUe  onerous 
as  practicable  to  the  interests  of  the  citizens  of  the 
United  States,  and  to  those  of  neutral  commerce; 
and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  an  early  settlement  of  the 
difliculties  between  France  and  Mexico,  will  soon 
re-establish  the  harmonioas  relations  formerly  sub- 
,  sisting  between  them,  and  again  open  the  ports  of 
that  Republic  to  the  vessels  of  all  friendly  nations. 

A  convention  for  marking  that  part  of  the  boun- 
dary between  the  United  States  and  the  Republic 
of  Texas,  which  extonds  from  the  mouth  of  tbe 
Sabine  to  the  Red  river,  was  concluded  and  signed 
at  this  city  on  the  25th  of  April  last.  It  has  since 
been  ratified  by  both  Governments;  and  seasonable 
measuiye  will  be  taken  to  carry  it  into  effect  on  the 
part  of  the  United  States. 

The  application  of  that  Republic  for  admission 
into  this  Union,  made  in  Aagust,  1837,  and  which 
was  declined  for  reasons  already  made  known  to 
you,  has  been  formally  withdrawn,  as  will  appear 
from  the  accompanying  copy  of  the  note  of  the 
Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  Texas,  which  was  pre- 
sented to  the  Secretary  of  Siato  on  the  occasion  of 
the  exchange  of  the  ratifications  of  the  convention 
above  mentioned. 

Copies  of  the  convention  with  Texas,  of  a  oom- 
mermal  treaty  concluded  with  the  King  of  Greece, 
and  of  a  similar  treaty  with  the  Peru-Bolivian  Con- 
federation, the  ratifications  of  which  have  been  re- 
cently exchanged,  accompany  this  message  for  the 
information  ^  Congress,  and  for  such  legislative 
enactments  as  may  be  found  necessary  or  expedient, 
in  relation  to  either  of  them. 

To  watch  over  and  fo«tor  the  interests  of  a  gra- 
dually increasing  and  widely  exteniled  commerce; 
to  guard  the  ri^ts  of  American  citizens,  whom 
buuaess,  or  pleasure,  or  otbeifmotives,  may  tempt 
into  distant  climes,  and  at  the  same  time  to  culti- 
vate those  sentiments  of  mutaal  respect  and  good 
will  which  experience  has  proved  so  beneficial  in 
international  mteroonrse,  the  Government  of  ihe 
United  States  has  deemed  it  expedient,  from  time 
to  time,  to  establish  diplomatic  oonnecdons  with 
different  foreign  States,  by  the  appointment  of  re- 
presentatives to  reside  within  their  respective  torri- 
tories.     I  am  gratified  to  be  enabled  to  announce 


to  you  that,  sizu:e  the  ci<^  d  yomr  last 
theee  relations  have  been  opened  under  the  happiest 
auspices  with  Austria  and  the  Two  SiciUer,  tet 
new  nominations  have  been  made  in  the  respective 
flsiesiens  of  Russia,  BraztJ,  Belgium,  and  Sweden 
and  Nerway,  in  tiiis  country;  and  Uiat  a  BdiniMet 
Extnordinary  ha^  been  received,  accredited  to  this 
Government  from  the  Argentine  Coofedetation^ 

An  exposition  of  the  fiscal  affairs  of  the  Govern- 
ment, and  of  their  cendition  for  the  past  year,  will 
be  made  to  you  by  the  Secretary  of  the  IVeaanry. 

The  available  balance  in  the  Treaaniy,  on  the 
1st  of  January  next,  is  estimated  at  |d,765,349. 
The  receipts  of  die  year,  from  customs  and  laada^ 
will  probably  amount  to  f90,615,598.  These 
usual  kouroes  of  revenue  have  been  inoreaaed  by 
an  issue  of  Treasury  notes— of  which  less  than 
eight  millions  of  dollars,  including  interest  and 
principal,  will  be  outstanding  at  die  end  of  the 
year— and  by  tiiesaleof  one  of  die  bonds  of  die  Bank 
of  tiie  United  States,  for  |a,254,871.  The  aggro- 
gale  of  means  from  these  and  other  sources,  with 
the  balance  on  hand  on  the  1st  of  January  last,  has 
been  iMpplied.to  the  payment  of  appropriations  by 
Congress.  The  whole  expenditure  for  the  year  on 
their  aecopnt,  including  the  redemption  of  mora 
than  eight  millions  of  Treasury  notes,  constitutes 
an  aggregate  of  about  forty  millions  of  dollars,  and 
will  MiU  leave  in  the  Treasury  tiie  balance  before 
stated. 

Nearly  eight  mtlli^ms of  dollarsof  TrcMiy  aotas 
aruito  be  paid  duriQg.0ie  coming  year,  in  addition 
to>  ihe  ordinary  i^ppr^priations  for  the  support  of 
GoveriUBsent.  Forbotb^hesepurpoeesiUiereeoniues 
of  tiie  Treasury  will  undoubtedly  be  suffieieat,  if 
die  charges  upon  it  ars  not  increased  beyond  the 
annual  estimates.  No  excess,  however,  ia  likely 
to  exist;  nor  can  the  postponad  instalment  of  Uie 
surphis  revenue  be  deposited  with  tiie  States,  nor 
any  consiilerable  appropriations  beyond  thf  esti- 
mates be  made,  without  causing  a  deficiency  in  die 
Treasury.  The  great  caution,  advisable  at  all 
times,  of  limiting  appropriations  to  the  wants  of  Um 
public  service,  is  rendered  necessary  at  present  \if 
the  prospective  and  rapid  reduction  of  the  tari$ 
while  the  vigilant  jealousy,  evidentiy  excited  among 
the  people  by  the  occurrences  of  the  last  few  yean, 
assures  us  tiiat  tiiey  expect  firom  tiieir  repreaantar 
tives,  and  will  sustain  tiiem  in  the  exercise  of»  the 
most  rigid  economy.  Much  can  be  effected  by 
postponing  appropriations  not  immediately  reqaired 
for  the  ordinary  public  service,  or  for  any  prrsaing 
emergency;  and  much  by  reducing  the  ezpoulitiueB 
where  the  entire  and  immediate  aocompliduient  of 
the  objects  in  view  is  not  indispensable. 

When  we  call  to  mind  tiie  recent  and  extreme 
embarrassments  produced  by  excessive  issues  of 
bank  paper,  aggravated  by  Uie  ticforeseen  withdrmw- 
al  of  much  foreign  capital,  and  the  inevitable  de- 
rangement arising  from  the  distribution  of  the  sar-» 
plus  revenue  aivong  the  States  as  required  by  Con- 
gress; and  consider  the  heavy  expenses  incuxved 
by  the  removal  of  Indian  tribes;  by  die  military 
operations  in  Florida;  and  on  account  of  the  un- 
usually large  appropriations  made  at  the  last  two 
annual  sessions  of  Congress  for  other  objects^  we 
have  striking  evidence,  in  the  present  effictant 
state  of  our  finances,  of  the  abundant  resotuces 
of  die  country  to  fulfil  all  its  obligations.  Nor  ia 
it  less  gratifying  to  find  tiiat  the  general  buslQens 
of  the  community,  deeply  afiected  as  it  has  been, 
is  reviving  with  additional  vigor,  chastened  by  the 
lessons  of  the  pa^t,  and  animated  by  the  hopes  of 
die  future.  By  iht  curtailment  of  paper  issuer;  by- 
curbing  the  sanguine  and  adventurous  spirit  of 
speculation;  and  by  the  honorable  applicauon  of 
all  available  means  to  the  fulfilment  of  obliga- 
tions, confidence  has  been  restored  both  at  home 
and  abroad,  and  ease  and  facility  secured  to  ali  the 
operations  of  tnidc. 

The  agency  of  the  Government  ia  producing: 
these  remUts  has  been  as  efficiei>t  as  its  powcra 
and  means  pemiitted.  By  ^iibboldin?  from  the 
States  die  deposite  of  the  fourth  instalment,  and 
leaving  several  millions  at  lot^g  credits  with  the 
banks,  principally  in  oneaectioYx  c^*^*^'^^»*** 
more  immediately  beneficial  trv  u*.  atiA^aithesauw 
*ime,  aiding  thcbanksand  ^^Vjnaalcommuni- 
ties  in otiier  segtions,  by  p^^^**  w»»^ 
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of  tettdft  for  duties  lo  the  amoiuit  of  between  Saat 
«Bd  fi7c  miUioDsof  doilan;  by  en  mn»  of  Ti9a« 
ftQiy  notes  as  a  nte&ns  to  enable  tbs  Govcnmenito 
neet  the  oonsequenees  of  their  indnisenees ;  but 
ailurdtng,  at  (he  same  lime,  fadtiiies  for  remit- 
tanoe  and  exchange;  and  by  staadily  deolining  to 
amploy  as  general  depositories  of  the  public  re> 
Teanesi  or  receive  the  notes  of  all  banks  which  re- 
foFed  to  redeem  them  with  specie:  by  these  mca^ 
soresy  i|ided  by  the  favorable  action  of  some  of  ihe 
banks,  and  by  the  sopport  and  co-operation  of  a 
Inrge  portion  of  the  eommnnity,  we  have  wit- 
ne^ed  an  early  resumption  of  specie  payments  in 
oar  gnat  commeroial  capita!,  promptly  followed 
in  alffloflt  every  part  of  the  United  States.  This 
result  has  been  alike  salutary  to  the  true  interests 
of  agiicubure,  eommeree«  aud  manufactures;  to 
public  morals,  respect  for  the  laws,  and  that  confix 
dience  between  man  and  man  which  is  so  essential 
in  all  our  social  relatiops. 

The  contrast  between  the  suspension  of  1814  and 
that  of  1837  is  most  striJdiig.  The  short  duration 
of  the  latter;  the  prompt  resloration  of  business; 
the  evident  benefits  resoiiing  from  an  adherence 
by  the  Government  to  the  constitutioaal  standard 
of  value,  instead  of  sanctioning  the  suspension  by 
thereceijplof  irredeemable  paper;  and  the  advan- 
tages  derived  fVom  the  large  amount  of  specie  in- 
troduced into  the  country  previous  to  1837,  afford 
a  valuable  iUnsuralion  of  the  true  policy  of  the  Go- 
vernment in  sneh  a  crisis;  nor  can  the  comparison 
fail  to  remove  the  impression  that  a  national  bank 
is  necessary  in  such  emeigencies.  Not  only  were 
specie  payments  resumed  without  its  aid,  but 
eachanges  have  also  been  more  rapidly  restored 
Ifann  when  it  existed;  thereby  showing  that  pri- 
vate capital,  enterprise,  and  prudence  are  fully 
adequate  to  these  ends.  On  all  these  points 
experienoe  seems  ta  have  confirmed  the  views 
heretofore  submitted  to  Congress.  We  have 
been  saved  the  mortification  of  seeing  ihe  dis- 
tresses of  the  community  for  the  third  time 
seized  on  to  fasten  upon  the  country  so  .danger- 
ous an  institution;  aad  we  may  also  hope  that  the 
business  of  individuate  will  hereafter  be  relieved 
fkom  the  injurious  effecU  of  a  continued  agitation 
of  that  disturbing  subject  The  limited  influence 
of  a  national  bank  in  averting  derangement  in  the 
exchanges  of  the  conutiy,  or  in  compelling  die  re- 
sumption of  specie  payments,  is  now  not  less  ap- 
parent than  its  tendency  to  increase  inordinate  spe- 
culation by  sudden  expansions  and  contractions; 
its  dsqwsition  to  create  panic  and  embarrassment 
for  the  promotion  of  its  own  designs;  its  interfer- 
ence with  politics;  and  its  far  greater  power  for 
evil  than  for  good,  either  in  regard  to  the  local  in* 
scitntions  or  the  operations  of  Government  itself. 
What  was,  in  these  respects,  but  apprehension  or 
opmion  when  a  national  bank  was  first  established, 
now  stands  confirmed  by  humiliating  experience. 
The  scenes  through  which  we  have  passed  conclu- 
sively prove  how  little  our  commerce,  agriculture, 
manufactures,  or  finances,  require  such  an  institu- 
tion, and  what  dangers  are  attendant  on  its  power-— 
a  power,  I  trust,  never  to  he  conferred  by  the  Ame- 
rican people  upon  their  Government,  and  still  less 
upon  individuals  not  responsible  to  them  for  its  un- 
avoidable abuses. 

My  conviction  of  the  necessity  of  further  legis- 
lative provisions  for  the  safekeeping  and  disburse- 
ment  of  thepnUic  moneys,  and  my  opinion  in  re- 
gard to  the  measures  best  adapted  to  ths  accom- 
plishment of  those  objects,  have  been  already  sub- 
mitted to  you.  These  have  been  strengthened  by 
recent  events;And,  in  the  full  conviction  that  time 
and  experience  most  still  Airther  demonstrate  their 
propriety,  I  feel  it  my  duty,  with  respeetftel  defe- 
rence to  the  conflicting  views  of  others,  again  to 
invite  your  attention  to  them. 

With  the  exception  of  limited  sums  deposited  in  the 
few  banks  still  employed  under  the  act  of  183€, 
the  amounts  received  for  duties,  and,  with  very 
inconsiderable  exceptions,  those  accruing  from 
lands  also,  have,  since  the  general  suspension  of 
specie  payments  by  the  deposite  banks,  been  kept 
and  disbursed  by  the  Treasurer,  under  his  general 
legal  powers,  subject  to  the  superintendence  of 
the  Seerstaiy  of  the  Treasury.  The  propriety  of 
deflninf  more  specifically,  and  of  regulatii%  by 


law,  the  exercise  qf  this  wide  scope  of  Kxecutive 
discretion,  has  been  alres4^  submitted  lo  Ooagress. 

A  changa  in  the  eOoe  of  colleelor  at  one  of  our 
principal  porta,  has  hronghn  to  ii^ht  a  dafatealion 
o(  the  gravest  character,  the  particulars  of  which 
will  be  laid  befoia  you  in  a  special  report  from  the 
Seensiary  of  the  Treasury.  By  his  report  and  the 
accompanying  deeumcHta,  it  will  be  satn  that  the 
weekly  returns  of  the  defaulting  oflfosr  apparently 
exhibited,  throughout,  a  faithful  administration  of 
the  affairs  eotnuSed  to  his  management.  It,  how- 
ever, now  appears  that  he  commenced  abstracting 
the  public  moneys  shortly  aftiar  his  appointment, 
and  continued  to  do  sOf  progressively  increasing 
the  amount,  for  the  term  of  more  than  seven  years, 
embracing  a  portion  of  the  period  during  which 
the  public  moneys  were  dqioaited  in  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States,  the  whole  of  that  of  the  State 
bank  deposite  system,  and  concluding  only  on  his 
retirement  from  ofike,  after  that  system  had  sub- 
stantially failed,  in  conaequmice  of  the  suspension 
of  specie  pajrments. 

The  way  in  which  this  defalcation  was  so  long 
concealed,  and  the  steps  taken  to  indemnify  the 
United  Smtes,  as  far  as  practicable,  against  loss, 
will  also  bo  presented  to  you.  The  case  is  one 
which  imneratively  claims  the  attention  of  Con- 
gress, and  furnishes  the  strcmgest  motive  for  the 
establishment  of  a  more  severe  and  secure  system 
for  the  safekseping  and  disbursement  of  the  pub- 
lic moneys  than  any  that  has  heretofore  existed. 

It  seems  proper,  at  ail  events,  that,  by  an  eariy 
enactment,  similar  to  that  of  odier  countries,  the 
applieation  of  public  money  by  an  ofiiicer  of  Govern- 
ment to  private  uses,  riioold  be  made  a  felony,  and 
visited  with  severe  aad  ignominious  punishment. 
Thisie  already,  in  effect,  the  law  in  respect  to 
the  mint,  and  has  been  productive  of  the  most  salu- 
tary results.  Whatever  system  is  adopted,  such 
.  an  enactment  wouM  be  wise  as  an  Independent 
measure,  since  much  of  the  public  moneys  must, 
in  their  collection  and  ultimate  disbursement,  pass 
twice  through  the  hands  of  public  ofl&ceiu,  in  what- 
ever manner  they  are  intermediately  kept,  tlie 
Government,  it  must  be  admitted,  has  been  from 
its  commencement  oomparaiively  fortunate  in  this 
respect  But  the  appouting  power  cannot  always 
be  well  advised  in  its  selections,  and  the  eocperiance 
of  every  country  has  shown  that  public  oflicers  an 
not  at  all  times  proof  against  temptation.  It  is  a 
duty,  therefore,  which  the  Government  owes,  as 
well  to  the  interests  committed  to  its  care  as  to  the 
officers  themselves,  to  provide  every  guard  against 
trangressions  of  this  character  that  is  consistent 
with  reason  and  humanity.  Congress  cannot  t>e 
too  jealous  of  the  conduct  of  those  who  are  en- 
trusted with  the  public  money;  and  I  shall  at  all 
times  be  disposed  ijf  encourage  a  watchful  dis- 
charge of  this  duty,  ''if  a  more  direct  oo-operation 
on  the  part  of  Congress,  in  the  supervision  of  the 
conduct  of  the  ofilcersentruslted  with  the  custody 
andapplication  of  the  public  money  is  deemed  de- 
sirable, it  will  give  me  pleasure  to  assist  in  the  es- 
tablishment of  any  judicious  and  constitutional 
pla9  by  which  that  object  may  be  accomplished. 
Yon  will,  in  your  wisdom,  determine  upon  the  pro- 
priety of  adopting  &uch  a  plan,  and  upon  the  usea* 
sure  necessary  to  iui  effectual  execution.^  When 
the  late  Bank  of  the  United  States  was  incorpora- 
ted, and  made  the  depository  of  the  public  mon^s, 
a  right  was  reserved  to  Congress  to  inspect,  at  its 
pleasure,  by  a  committee  of  that  body,  the  books 
and  the  proceedings  of  the  bank.  ^ 

In  one  of  the  States  whose  banking  institutions 
are  supposed  to  rank  amongst  the  first  in  point  of 
stability,  they  are  subjected  to  constant  exami- 
nation by  commissioners  appointed  for  that  pur^ 
pose,  and  mndi  of  the  success  of  its  banking  sys- 
tem is  attributed  to  this  watchftil  supervision.  The 
same  course  has  also,  in  view  of  its  benefleinl  ope- 
ration, been  adopted  by  an  adjoining  State,  fa- 
vorably known  for  the  care  it  has  always  bestowed 
upon  whatever  relates  to  its  financial  concerns.  I 
submit  to  your  consideration  whether  a  committee 
of  Congress  might  not  be  profitably  em]rieyed  in 
inspecting,  at  such  intervals  as  might  be  deemed 
proper,  the  affairs  and  accounts  of  ofilcets  entnvted 
with  the  eustedy  of  the  public  moneys.  The  fire- 
quent  pttformnnce  of  fhis  duty  niigfal^  ha  made 


obligatory  on.iheoooimitiee  in  rospeel  to  those  ol- 
fiosa  who  have  laigu  sums  in  their  poncasion,  nnd 
left  diasrstionnry  la  asapcct  to  othcn.  They  might 
psport  10  the  EkBQotive  audh  dsftleuttons  a3  wtra 
found  to  exist,  with  a  view  to  aproasft  removal 
from  ofllee  unless  the  deAiult  was  satistoGtorily  ao- 
conmed  for;  and  report,  also,  to  Congress,  at  the 
coauaanoementofeach  seaMun,  the  result  of  their 
examinatiooa  and  proceedings.  It  does  appear  to 
me  that,  with  a  aubjection  of  this  class  of  public 
officers  to  Ihe  general  supervision  of  the  Bxeentive, 
to  examinniions  by  a  committee  of  Goagnss  at  pe- 
riods of  which  they  should  have  no  previous  notice, 
and  to  prosecution  and  punishment  as  Cor  felony 
for  every  breach  of  trust,  the  safokeeping  of  the 
public  moneys,  under  die  system  proposed,  might 
be  placed  on  a  surer  foundation  than  it  has  over 
occupied  since  the  eetablishmant  of  the  Govern- 
ment. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  will  lay  before 
yon  additional  information  containing  now  details 
on  this  interesting  subject.  To  these  I  ask 
your  eariy  attention.  Thatitshoiyd  have  given 
rise  to  great  diversity  of  opinion  cannot  be  a  sub- 
ject of  surprise.  After  the  collection  and  custody 
of  the  public  moneys  had  been  for  so  many  ]rears 
connected  with,  and  made  subsidiary  to,  the  ad- 
vancement of  private  inrerests,  a  retom  to  the  sim- 
ple and  self-denying  ordinances  of  the  Constitution 
could  not  but  be  difficult  But  time  and  free  dis- 
cussion eliciting  the  sentiments  of  the  people,  and 
aided  by  that  conciliatory  spirit  which  has  ever  cha- 
racterized their  course  on  great  emeigenaiea,  were 
relied  upon  for  a  satisfactory  settlement  of  the 
question.  Already  has  this  anticipation  on  one  im- 
portant point  at  least — the  impropriety  of  diverting 
public  money  to  private  purpoees  been  i^Uy  re- 
alized. There  is  no  reason  to  suppose  that  legis- 
lation upon  that  branch  of  the  subject  would  now 
be  embarrassed  by  a  difference  of  opinion,  or  fail 
to  receive  the  cordial  support  of  a  large  majority  of 
our  constituents.  The  connection  which  formeriy 
existed  between  the  Government  and  banks,  was 
in  reality  injurious  to  both,  as  well  as  to  Ihe  gene- 
ral interests  of  the  community  atlaife.  It  aggra- 
vated the  disasters  of  trade  and  the  derangements 
of  commercial  intercourse,  and  administersd  new 
excitement  and  additional  means  to  wild  and  reck- 
leaa  speculations,  the  disappointmonis  of  which 
thrsw  the  country  mto  convulsions  of  panic,  and 
all  but  produced  violence  and  bloodshed.  The  im- 
prudent expansion  of  bank  credits,  which  was  the 
natural  result  of  the  command  of  the  revenues  of 
the  State,  furnished  the  resources  for  unbounded 
license  in  every  species  of  adventure,  seduced  in- 
dustry from  ite  regular  and  salutary  ooeunations  by 
the  hope  of  abundance  without  labor,  and  deranged 
the  social  state  by  tempting  all  trades  and  profes- 
sions into  the  vortex  of  qpceolation  on  remote  con- 
tingencies. 

The  same  wide*«preading  influence  impeded  also 
the  resources  of  the  Government,  enrteiled  ite  use- 
ful operations,  embarmsaed  the  fulfilment  of  its 
obligations,  and  seriously  interfered  with  the  exe- 
cution of  the  laws.  Large  appropriadotts  and  op- 
t»res&ive  taxes  are  the  natural  consequences  of 
such  a  connection,  since  they  increase  the  profits 
of  those  who  are  altowed  to  use  the  public  funds, 
and  make  it  their  interest  that  money  should  be  ao- 
cumulated  and  expenditiures  multiplied.  It  is  thus 
that  n  eonoenti^ted  money  power  is  templed  to  be- 
come an  actii^e  agent  in  political  affairs,  nnd  wH 
past  experience  has  shown  on  which  side  that  in- 
fluence will  be  arrayed.  We  deceive  ourselves  if 
we  suppose  thai  it  will  ever  be  found  aasertinir  uud 
supporting  the  righte  of  the  community  at  laige,  in 
opposition  to  the  claims  of  ihe  few. 

In  a  Government  whose  distinguishing  charac- 
teristic should  be  a  diffusion  and  equalization  of 
ite  henefiteand  burdens,  the  advantegc  of  indivi- 
duals will  be  augmented  at  the  expense  of  the  mass 
of  the  people.  Nor  is  it  the  naturs  of  combinn- 
tions  for  the  acqnisilion  of  legislative  influfSice  to 
confine  their  interference  to  ilw  sing^  object  for 
which  thegr  were  origihally  formed.  The  tempin- 
tion  to  extend  it  to  other  matters,  is,  on  the  conlXMy, 
not  unfrequently  too  strong  to  be  resisted.  Hie 
influence  in  the  diaeotiou  of  public  afldrs,  of  the 
comm9iMt7  •UA^i^  is,  thfli^un»1n  noil^tdanfer 
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of  being  stBstM^  aad  isjoriowly  aAeied  by  giviBg 
to  &  compamtmly  siatu,  bat  rery  efioient  ettn,  a 
dirtci  and  exelusiv*  penonnl  iatertst  in  ao  iapor- 
taat  a  poftion  'Of  Um  legislation  of  Gongnai  at  tbat 
which  rolattf  to  the  coilody  of  the  jHiblie  gMmayi. 
li  iaw8  acting  apoa  privata  intarascs  cannot  always 
baavoideiiy  they  snoald  be  confined  within  the 
narrowest  limits,  and  leA,  wherever  poeaibie,  to 
the  Legialatnies  of  the  fiutea.  When  not  thus 
restricied,  they  lead  to  combinations  of  powerful 
afsociatioBS,  foster  an  infloenee  aeeessarily  selfish, 
and  torn  the  fair  eoniseof  legislation  to  sinister 
ends,  rather  than  to  objects  that  advance  poblic 
liberty,  and  promote  the  general  good. 

The  whole  subject  now  rests  with  yon,  and  I 
cannot  bat  express  a  hope  that  some  definite  mea- 
sare  will  be  adopted  at  the  present  session. 
-  It  will  not,  I  am  sore,  be  deemed  ont  of  phuse 
for  me  here  to  remark,  that  the  declaration  6f  my 
views  in  opposition  to  the  policy  of  employing 
banks  as  depositories  of  the  (Government  funds, 
cannot  jostly  be  construed  as  indicative  of  hos- 
tility, official  or  personal,  to  those  institntionr,  or 
to  repeat,  in  this  form,  aad  in  connection  with  this 
subject,  opinions  which  I  have  uniformly  enter- 
tained, and  on  all  proper  occasions  expressed. 
Though  always  opposed  to  their  creation  in  the 
form  of  exclosiTe  privileges,  and  as  a  State  magis- 
trate  aiming  by  appropriate  legislation  to  secure 
the  community  agatohi  the  consequences  of  their 
ocoasiooal  mismanacemtat,  I  have  yet  ever  wished 
to  see  them  protected  iii  the  exercise  of  rights  con- 
ferred by  law,  and  have  never  doubled  their  utili- 
ty, when  properly  msnsged,  in  promoting  the  inte- 
rests of  trade,  and,  through  that  channel,  the  other 
interests  of  th^commuoiiy.  To  the  General  Go- 
vernment they  present  themselves  merely  as  State 
institutions,  having  no  nece«sary  eunnection  with 
lis  legislation  or  its  administration.  Like  other 
State  establuihmenis,  they  may  be  used  or  not 
in  coodncitog  the  aHairs  of  the  Government, 
as  public  policy  and  the  gen«iai  interests  of  the 
Union  may  seem  to  require.  Tne  only  safe 
or  proper  principle  upon  which  their  inter- 
course with  the  Government  can  be  lega- 
laied,  is  that  which  regulates  their  intercourse  with 
the  private  eiiizen— the  conferring  of  mutual  bene- 
fits. When  the  Qovemment  can  accomplish  a 
financial  operation  better  with  the  aid  of  the  banks 
than  without,  it  should  be  at  liberty  to  seek  that  aid 
as  it  Would  the  services  of  a  private  banker,  or 
other  capitalists  or  agents,  givicg  the  preference  to 
those  who  wHl  serve  it  on  the  best  terms.  Nor 
can  there  ever  exist  an  interest  in  the  oflicers  of 
the  General  Government,  as  such,  inducing  them 
to  emharrass  or  annoy  the  State  banks  any  more 
than  to  incur  the  hostility  of  any  other  class  of 
Slate  institutions,  or  of  private  eitisens.  It  is  not 
in  the  nature  of  thhigs  that  hostility  to  those  insti- 
tutions can  spring  from  this  source,  or  any  oppo^i-^ 
tion  to  their  course  of  business,  except  when  they 
themselves  depart  from  the  objects  of  their  crea- 
tion, and  attempt  to  usurp  powers  not  conferred 
upon  them,  or  to  subvert  the  stendaid  of  value 
established  by  the  Conaiitution.  While  opposition 
to  their  regular  operations  cannot  exist  in  this  quar- 
ter, resistance  to  any  attempt  to  make  the  Ghyvem- 
ment  dependent  upon  them  for  the  successful 
administration  of  public  affairs,  is  a  matter  of  doty, 
•8  I  trnst  it  ever  will  bs  of  inclination,  no  matter 
from  what  motive  or  consideration  the  attempt  may 
originate. 

ft  is  no  more  than  just  to  the  banks  to  say,  that, 
in  the  late  emergency,  most  of  them  firmly  resisted 
the  strongest  temptations  to  extend  their  paper  is- 
sues, when  apparently  sustained  in  a  suspension  of 
specie  pajr  meats  by  public  opinion,  even  though  in 
some  cases  invited  by  legislative  enactments.  To 
this  honorable  course,  aided  by  the  resistance 
of  the  General  Government,  aetf  og  in  obedience  to 
the  Constitutioa  and  laws  of  the  United  Stales,  to 
the  introduction  of  an  xrredeemible  paper  me- 
dium, may  be  attributed,  in  a  great  degree,  the 
speedy  restoration  of  our  currency  to  a  sound  state, 
and  the  business  of  the  country  to  its  wonted  pros- 
parity.  The  banks  have  but  to  continue  in  the 
same  aafo  courae,  and  be  content  in  their  appro- 
priate sphere,  to  avoid  nil  interference  ftom  the 
Qeiici|lQoveraqm4,aBdtodaiifafromil  all  the 


protection  and  benefits  which  it  bestows  on  other 
State  eMabliehments,  on  the  people  of  the  States, 
and  oa  the  States  them^ves.  In  this,  their  true 
position,  ihey  cannot  but  secure  the  oonfidenoe  and 
good  will  of  the  people  and  the  GovemaMut,  which 
they  caa  only  k)ee  iriien,  leaping  ftom  ibeur  lagiti- 
mate  sphere,  they  attempt  lo  control  the  legislaCion 
of  the  country,  and  pervert  the  openttions  of  the 
Government  to  their  own  purposes. 

Our  experience  under  the  act  passed  at  the  last 
session,  to  grant  pre-emption  rights  to  settlers  on 
thorpublic  lands,  has  as  yet  been  too  limited  to  en- 
able us  to  pronounce  with  safety  upon  iheefiieacy 
of  its  provisions  to  carry  out  the  wise  and  liberal 
policy  of  the  Government  in  that  respect.  There 
is,  however,  the  best  reason  to  anticipate  favorable 
rssulis  from  its  operation.  The  recommendations 
formerly  submitted  to  you,  in  respect  to  a  gradua- 
tion of  the  price  of  the  public  lands,  remain  to  be 
finally  acted  upon.  Having  found  no  reason  u> 
change  the  views  then  expressed,  your  attention  to 
them  is  again  respectfully  requested. 


Ever^  proper  exertion  has  been  asade,  and  will 
be  eontmued,  to  carry  out  the  wiriiea  of  Congress 
in  relation  to  the  tobacco  trade,  as  indicated  in  the 
several  resolutions  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives and  the  legislation  of  the  two  branches.  A 
favorable  impression  has,  I  trust,  been  made  in  the 
difi^ereni  foreign  countries  to  which  particular  at- 
tention has  been  directed,  and  although  we  cannot 
hope  for  an  early  chaiige  in  their  policy,  as  in 
many  of  them  a  convenient  and  large  revenue  is 
derived  from  monopolies  in  the  fabrication  and  sale 
of  this  article,  yet,  as  these  monopolies  are  really 
injurious  to  the  people  where  they  are  established, 
and  the  revenue  derived  from  them  may  be  less 
injariously  and  with  equal  facility  obtaiaed  from 
another  and  a  liberal  system  of  administration,  we 
caunot  doubt  that  our  efforts  will  be  eventually 
crowned  with  success,  if  persisted  in  with  temped 
rate  firmness,  and  sustained  by  prudent  legislation. 

In  recommending  to  Congress  the  adoptiea  of  the 
necessary  provisions  at  this  session  for  taking  the 
next  census,  or  enumeration  of  the  inhabitants  of 
the  United  Stales,  the  suggestion  presents  itself 
whether  the  scope  of  the  measure  might  not  be 
usefully  extended,  by  causing  it  to  embrace  au- 
thentic statistical  returns  of  the  great  interests  spe- 
cially entrusted  to,  or  necessarily  afifeded  by,  the 
legislation  of  Congress. 

The  accompanying  report  of  the  Secretary  of 
War  presents  a  satisfactory  account  of  the  state 
of  the  army,  and  of  the  several  branches  of  the 
public  service  confided  to  the  superintendence  of 
that  officer. 

The  law  increashig  and  organlxing  the  military 
establishment  of  the  United  States  has  been  nearly 
carried  into  effect,  and  the  army  has  been  exten- 
sively and  usefully  employed  during  the  past  season. 

I  woilld  again  call  to  your  notice  the  subjects 
connected  with  and  essential  to  the  military  de- 
fences of  the  country,  which  were  submitted  to 
you  at  the  last  session;  but  which  were  not  acted 
upon,  as  is  supposed,  for  want  of  time.  The  most 
important  of  them  is  the  organisation  of  th^  mili- 
tia on  the  maritime  and  inland  frontiers.  This 
measure  is  deemed  important,  as  it  is  believed  that 
it  will  furnish  an  effective  volimteer  force  in  aid  of 
the  regular  army,  and  may  form  the  basis  for  a 
general  system  of  organization  for  the  entire  mili- 
tia of  the  United  States.  The  erection  of  a  nauon- 
al  foundry  and  gunpowder  manufactory,  and  one 
or  making  small  arms,  the  latter  to  be  situated  at 
some  point  west  of  the  Alleghany  mountains,  all 
appear  to  be  of  sufficient  imponance  to  be  again 
urged  upon  your  attention. 

The  plan  proposed  by  the  Secretary  of  War  for 
the  distribution  of  the  forces  of  the  United  Slates 
in  time  of  peace,  is  well  calculated  to  promote  re- 
gularity and  economy  in  the  fiscal  administration 
of  the  service,  to  preserve  the  discipline  of  the 
troops,  and  to  render  them  available  for  the  main- 
teuance  of  the  peace  and  tranqaillity  of  the  coun- 
try. With  mis  view,  likewise,  I  recommend  the 
adoption  of  the  plan  presented  by  thatofficerfor  the 
defence  of  the  western  frontier.  The  preservation 
of  the  lives  and  property  of  our  fellow^itizeas  who 
are  seuled  upon  that  border  country,  as  well  as  the 
cxistcace  of  the  Indian  population,  which  might  be 


tempted  by  our  want  o^preparsiioa  to  rush  oa  their 
own  destfuetion  and  attack  the  white  aeuleaMms, 
ail  seem  to  require  that  this  subject  should  be  aoted 
upon  without  delay,  and  the  War  Department  na- 
thorized  to  place  thai  country  in  a  state  of  complale 
defence  against  any  assault  from  the  aumarona  and 
warlike  tribes  which  are  congregated  on  that  bofder. 

It  affbrda  me  sincere  pleasors  to  be  able  to  ap- 
prise yon  of  the  entire  removal  <tf  the  Cherokee 
nation  of  Indians  to  their  new  homes  west  of  the 
AfisHSBippi.  Hie  meaanrea  anthoriaed  by  Coq- 
greasat  its  last  seaskm  with  a  view  to  the  long 
standing  controversy  with  them,  have  had  the  hap- 
piest effects.  By  an  agreement  condoded  with 
them  by  the  commanding  general  in  that  connlry, 
who  hss  performed  the  duties  assigned  to  him  on 
the  bccasion  with  commendable  energy  and  ha- 
maniiy,  their  removal  has  been  prineipally  onder 
the  conduct  of  their  own  chiefs,  and  they  have  eni- 
grated  without  any  apparent  reluctaaae. 

The  sncoesGiful  accomplishment  of  this  important 
object;  the  removal,  also,  of  the  entire  Creak 
nation,  with  the  exception  of  a  small  number  of 
fugitives  amongst  the  Seminoles  in  Ftorida;  the 
progress  already  made  towards  a  speedy  comple- 
tion of  the  removal  of  the  Chickasaws,  the  Cho»> 
taws,  the  Potiawatamies,  the  Ottawas,  and  the  Chip- 
pewas,  with  the  extensive  purchases  of  Indinn 
lands  during  the  present  year,  have  rendered  the 
speedy  and  sneoeasful  result  of  the  long  esmblished 
policy  of  the  Government  upon  the  subject  of  In- 
dian affairs  entirely  certain.     The- occasion  is, 
therefore,  deemed  a  proper  one  lo  place  this  potiej 
in  such  a  point  of  view  aa»  will  exonerate  the  Qo- 
vemment of  the  United  States  from  the  nadeserved 
reproach  which  has  been  cast  upon  it  through  asFe- 
ral  successive  Administrations.    That  a  mixed  oe- 
cupaney  of  the  same  territory,  by  the  whue  and 
red  man,  is  incompatible  widi  the  safety  or  happi- 
ness of  either,  is  a  position  in  respect  to  which  there 
has  long  since  ceased  to  be  room  for  a  difference 
of  opinion.    Reason  and  experience  have  alike 
demonstrated  Us  impracticability.    The  bitter  fm ita 
of  every  attempt  heretofore  lo  overcome  the  barriers 
interposed  by  nature,  have  obly  been  destruction, 
both  physical  and  moral,  to  the  Indian:  dangeroas 
confllcis  of  authority    between   the  Federal   and 
State  Governments}   and  detriment   to   the  in<jli- 
vidaal  prosperity  of  the  citizen,  as  well  as  to  the 
general  improvement  of  the  ooontrv.    The  reaae- 
dtal  policy,  the  principles  of  which  were  settled 
more  than  thirty  years  ago,  under  the  administraiiott 
of  Mr.  Jefferson,  consists  in  an   extinction,  for  a 
fair  consideration,  of  the  title  to  all  the  lands  sUU 
occupied  by  the  Indians  wiihin  the  Slates  and  Tei^ 
ritories  of  the  IXmted  States;  their  removai  to   a 
country  west  of  the  Mississippi,  much  more  exteix- 
sive,  and  better  adapted  to  their  condition,  than  that 
on    which   they    tnea   resided;  the  guarantee  to 
them,  by  the  United  States,  of  their  exclusive  pos- 
session of  that  country  forever,  exempt  from  a.11 
intrusions  by  white  men,  with  ample  provisions 
for  their  security  against  external  violence  and  in- 
ternal dissensions,  and  the  extension  to  them  of 
suitable  facilities  for  their  fidvancement  in  civiliza- 
tion.   This  has  not  been  the  policy  of  particalair 
administrations  only,  but  of  each  in  suceeasioxa. 
since  the  first  attempt  to  carry  it  out  under  that  of 
Mr.  Monroe.    All  have  labored  for  its  accomplisfta* 
ment,  only  with  different  degrees  of  success.    Ti^m 
manner  of  its  execution  has,  it  is  true,  froqi  tiaiae 
to  time,  given  rise  to  conflicts  of  opinion  and  tua- 
jast  imputations;  but  in  respect  to  the  wisdom  axad 
neoesai^  of  the  policy  itself,  there  has  not,  from 
the  beginning,  existed  a  doubt  in  the  mind  of  anjr 
calm,  judicious,  disinterested  friend  of  the  Indinn 
raoe,  accustomed  to  reflection  and  enlightened  by 
experience. 

Occupying  the  double  cbarao^^*  ^^  contractor  oa 
its  own  account,  and  guardian  f^'  ^^^  P^tiies  con- 
tracted with,  ii  was  hardly  to  b^  expccied  that  Uie 
dealings  of  the  Federal  Qkiv**aI^*^^  ^^^  ^*  ^■^• 
dian  tribes  would  escape  nl^  '^lie'*^^^^'*^-  ^^^^ 
there  occurred  ia  the  enrV^*^^?.ia**  ^^>'*  '^*^«^* 
try,  as  in  a\V  o^kieis  >»Vi J'  ^VvV^ Vv»^\«^  ^^  ^ 
SQCceededL  lo  the.posa^,  V  \  T-^^K"^ 
etancea  of  ^^^tasawon  ^i^^^  a>  c^^'  '"^ 
former,  ti^iS&voo  ^^^  t^.^  .0  J^> 
suchol3Pe«a.ta^tlca»W>^;^S;^^  T  a^^ 
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Oft  this  GoTenuMnt  since  it  became  free  to  parsae 
in  ovB  coarse.    Its  deftUags  with  the  Indian  tribes 
h3^  beco  }«st  nnd  fViracDy  Asooghont;  its  efforts 
f  <r  'iiev  cmlizaticB  constant,  and  directed  by  the 
best  feeNni^  of  humanity;  its  watchfalneAs  in  pro- 
teenage  them  from  individual  fraads  unremitting; 
its  forbearance  under  the  keenest  provocations, 
the  deepest  injaries,  and  the  most  flagrant  ont- 
ngcs,  may  diaflenge  at  least  a  comparison  with 
any  nation,  ancient  or  modem,  in  Mmilar  circnm- 
etuoer,  and  if  in  future  times  a  powerful,  dviliz* 
ed,  and  hajipy  nation  of  Indians  shall  be  found  to 
exist  within  the  limits  of  this  northern  continent, 
it  win  be  owing  to  the  consummatton  of  that  policy 
w\udi  las  been  so  unjusdy  assailed.    Only  a  very 
brief  lefemee  to  facts  in  confirmation  of  this  as- 
tertioBcanin  (bis  form  be  given,  and  you  are, 
dieiefore,  necessarily  referred  to  the  report  of  the 
Seo'elary  of  HV^ar  for  further  details.     To  the 
Gberokees,  whose  ca$e  has  perhaps  excited  the 
greatest  share  of  attention  and  sympathy,   the 
^n'led  States  have  granted  in  fee,  with  a  per- 
petual guaranty  of  exclusive  and  peaceable  poe- 
sessioa,  13,554,135  acres  of  land,  on  the  west  side 
of  the  Mississippi,  eligibly  situated,  in  a  healthy 
^limatr,  and  in  all  respecti*  better  suited  to  their 
coaditiofl  than  the  country  they  have  leA,  in  ez- 
chii^  for  only  9,499,160  acres  on  the  east  side  of 
the  sane  river.  The  United  States  have  in  addition 
itipohtidto  pay  them  five  million  six  hundred  thous- 
and doltus  for  their  interest  in,  and  improvements 
on,  the  lands  thus  rHinquished,  and  one  million  one 
handled  and  sixty  thousand  dollars  for  subsistence 
and  other  beneficial  purposes;  thereby  putting  it  in 
their  power  to  become  one  of  the  most  wealthy  and 
indqiendent  separate  communities,  of  the  same  ex- 
tent, in  the  world. 

By  die  treaties  made  and  ratified  with  the  Mia- 
mies,  die  Chippewns,  the  Siour,  the  Sacs  and 
I\»iv9,  aad  the  Winnebagoes,  during  the  last  year, 
tfaeladiaa  title  to  eighteen  million  four  hundred 
and  fifty-eight  thousand  acres  has  been  extin- 
tingaiahed.  These  purchases  have  been  much 
more  extensive  than  those  of  any  previous  year, 
and  have,  with  other  Indian  expenses,  borne  very 
kavfly  apon  the  Treasury.  They  leave,  how- 
ever, but  a  small  quantity  of  unbought  Indian  lands 
within  the  States  and  Territories;  and  the  XiCgisla- 
tare  aad  Executive  were  equally  sensible  of  the 
propriety  of  a  final  and  more  speedy  ezUnotion  of 
ladianS  titles  within  those  limits.  The  treaties 
w)nc^  were,  with  a  single  exception,  made  in  pur- 
soanee  of  previous  appropriations  for  defraying 
the  expenses,  have  subseqnentiy  been  ratified  by 
the  Senate,  and  received  the  sanction  of  Congress 
by  the  appropriations  necessary  to  carry  them  into 
cffiset.  Of  the  terms  upon  which  these  important 
nrgotiaUons  were  concluded,  I  can  speak  from 
dlieet  kw)vledge;  and  I  feel  no  difficulty  in  aflirm* 
xag  thai  the  interest  of  the  Indians  in  the  exten- 
sive territory  embraced  by  them,  is  to  be  paid  for  at 
icb  ihir  value,  and  that  no  more  favorable  terms 
have  been  granted  to  the  United  States  than  would 
*  have  been  reasonably  expected  in  a  negotiation 
with  civilized  men,  fully  capable  of  appreciating 
sad  protecting  their  own  rights.  For  the  Indian 
thk  to  116,349,897  acres  acquired  since  the  4ih 
of  Msrdi,  1829,  the  United  States  have  p4id 
|T9,50O,()S6,  in  permanent  annuities,  lands,  reser- 
vations for  Indians,  expenses  of  removal  and  sub- 
Kteoee,  merchandise,  mechanical  and  agricultural 
establishments,  and  Implements.  "When  the  heavy 
fxpenses  incurred  by  the  United  States,  and  the 
eireumstance  that  so  large  a  portion  of  the  entire 
territory  will  be  for  ever  unsaleable,  are  consi- 
dered, and  this  price  is  compared  with  that  for 
whieh  the  United  Sutes  sell  their  own  lands,  n<r 
one  can  doubt  that  justice  has  been  done  to  the  In- 
dians in  these  purchases  also.  Certain  it  is,  that 
the  transactions  of  the  Federal  Government  with 
the  Indians  have  been  uniformly  characterized  by 
a  sincere  and  paramount  de&ire  to  promote  their 
irdfare;and  it  must  be  a  sourse  of  the  highest  gra< 
tification  to  every  friend  to  justice  and  bumsnity  to 
ham  tliat,  notwithstanding  the  obstructions  from 
tine  to  time  thrown  in  its  way,  and  the  difficulties 
vliieh  have  arisen  from  the  pecaliar  and  impracti* 
eaMeoamre  of  the  Indian  character,  the  wise,  hu- 
jniae,  and  ludeviating  poli^  of  tha  Government 


in  this,  the  most  diilipult  of  all  oar  relation?,  foreign 
or  domestic,  has  at  length  been  justified  to  the  worid 
in  its  near  approadi  to  a  happy  and  eenani  con- 
sammation. 

The  condition  of  the  tribes  which  occupy  the 
country  set  apart  for  them  in  the  West,  is  highly 
prosperons,  and  encourages  the  hope  of  their  early 
civihzation.  They  have,  for  the  most  part,  aban- 
doned the  hunter  state,  and  mfned  Uieir  atten- 
tion to  agricultural  pursiuts.  All  those  who  have 
been  established  for  any  length  of  time  in  that 
fertile  region,  maintain  themselves  by  their  own 
industry.  There  are  among  them  traders  of  no 
inconsiderable  capital,  and  planters  exporting  cot- 
ton to  some  extent;  but  the  greater  number  are 
small  agricoltarists,  living  in  comfort  upon  the 
produce  of  their  farms.  The  reoant  emigrants, 
although  they  have  in  some  insUinces  removed  re- 
luctantly, have  readily  acquiesced  in  their  un- 
avoidable destiny.  They  have  found  at  once  a  re- 
compense for  past  sufferings,  and  an  incentive  to 
industrious  habiL«,  in  the  abundance  and  comforts 
aroand  them.  There  is  reason  lo  believe  that  alt 
these  tribes  are  friendly  in  their  feelings  towards 
ttie  United  States;  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  the 
acquisition  of  .iodividaal  wealth,  the  pursuiu;  of 
sgrtcoltttre,  aiid  habits  of  industry,  will  gradually 
subdue  their  warlike  propensities,. and  incline  them 
to  maintain  peace  among  themselves.  To  effect 
this  desirable  object,  the  attention  of  Congress  is 
solicited  to  th^  measures  "^ecommended  by  the 
Secretfury  of  War  for  their  future  government  and 
protection,  as  well  from  each  other  as  from  the 
hostility  of  the  warlike  tribes  around  them,  and  the 
intrusions  of  the  whites.  The  policy  of  the  Govern- 
ment has  given  them  a  permanent  home,  and 
guarantied  to  them  its  peaceful  and  undisturbed 
possession.  It  only  remains  to  give  them  a  govern- 
ment and  laws  which  will  encourage  industry,  and 
secure  to  ihem  the  rewards  of  their  exertions.  The 
importance  of  some  form  of  government  cannot  be 
too  much  insisted  upon.  The  earliest  effects  will 
be  to  diminish  the  causes  and  occasions  for  hostili- 
ties among  the  tribes,  to  inspire  an  interest  in  the 
observance  of  laws  to  which  they  will  have  them- 
selves  assented,  aad  to  multiply  the  securities  of 
property,  and  the  motives  for  self-improvement.  In- 
timately connected  with  this  subject,  is  the  esta- 
blishment of  the  military  defences  recommended  by 
the  Secretary  of  War,  which  have  been  already  re- 
ferred to.  Without  them,  the  Government  will  be 
powerless  to  redeem  its  pledges  of  protection  to  the 
emigrating  Indians  against  the  nnmeroas  warlike 
tribes  that  snrroond  them,  and  to  provide  for  the 
safety  of  the  frontier  settlers  of  the  bordering  States. 

The  case  of  the  Seminoles  constitutes  at  pre- 
sent the  only  exception  to  the  successful  efforts  of 
the  Government  to  remove  the  Indians  to  the 
homes  assigned  them  west  of  the  Mississippi.  Four 
hundred  of  this  tribe  emigrated  in  1836,  and  fifteen 
hundred  in  1837  and  1838,  leaving  in  the  country, 
it  is  supposed,  about  3,000  Indians.  The  continued 
treacherous  conduct  of  these  people;  the  savage  and 
unprovoked  murders  they  have  lately  committed, 
butchering  whole  families  of  the  settlers  of  the 
Territory,  without  distinctwn  of  age  or  sex,  and 
making  their  way  into  the  very  centre  and  heart  of 
the  country,  so  that  no  part  of  ills  fVee  from  their 
ravages;  their  frequent  attacks  on  the  light-houses 
idong  that  dangerous  coast;  and  the  barbarity  with 
whi<3i  they  have  murdered  the  passengers  and 
crews  of  such  vessels  as  have  been  wrecked  upon 
the  reefs  and  keys  which  border  the  Gulf,  leave  the 
Government  no  alternative  but  to  continue  the 
military  operations  against  them  until  they  are 
totally  expelled  from  Florida. 

There  are  other  motives  which  would  urge  the 
Government  to  pursue  this  course  towards  the  Se- 
minoles. The  United  Stafes  have  fulfilled  in  good 
faith  all  their  treaty  stipulations  with  the  Indian 
tribes,  and  have,  in  every  other  instance,  insisted 
upon  a  like  performance  of  their  obligations.  To 
re)ax  from  this  salutary  rule  because  the  Seminoles 
have  maintained  themselves  so  long  in  the  terri- 
tory they  had  relinquished,  and,  in  defiance  of  their 
frequent  and  solemn  engagements,  still  continue  to 
wage  a  ruthless  war  against  the  United  States, 
wou^d  not  only  evince  a  want  of  constancy  on 
our  part,  but  be  of  evil  example  in  our  interiionna 


with  other  tribes.  Mxperienoe  has  sho^rn  that  but 
little  la  to  be  gained,  by  the  mareh  of  armies  through 
a  country  so  intersected  with  inaccessible  swamps 
and  mar>hes,  and  which,  from  the  fatal  charRCter 
of  ihe  climate,  must  be  abandoned  at  ihe  end  of 
the  winter.  I  recommend,  therefore,  to  your  at- 
tentiou,  tha  plan  submitted  by  the  Secretary  of 
War  iu  the  accomnanying  report,  for  the  perma 
nent  occupation  of  the  portion  of  the  Territory  fleed 
ftom  the  Indians,  and  the  more  efficient  protection 
of  the  people  of  Florida  from  their  inhuman  warfare . 

From  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy, 
herewith  transmitted,  it  will  appear  that  a  large 
portion  of  the  disposable  naval  force  is  either  ac- 
tively employed,  or  in  a  state  of  preparation  for 
the  purposes  of  experience  and  discipline,  and  the 
protecrion  of  our  commerce.  So  effectual  haa 
been  this  protection,  that,  so  far  as  the  information 
of  Government  extends,  not  a  single  outrage  has 
been  attempted  on  a  vessel  carrying  the  fiag  of  the 
United  States,  within  the  present  year,  in  any 
quarter,  however  distant  or  exposed. 

The  exploring  expedition  sailed  from  Norfolk  on 
the  19th  of  August  last;  and  information  has  been 
received  of  its  sa£e  arrival  at  the  island  of  Ma- 
deira. The  best  spirit  animates  the  officers  and . 
crews,  and  there  is  every  reason  to  anticipate,  from 
its  efforts,  results  beneficial  to  commerce  and  ho- 
nors ble  to  the  nation. 

It^  will  also  be  seen  that  no  reduction  cf 
the  'force  now  in  commission  is  contempla- 
ted. The  unsettled  state  of  a  portion  of  Son;  h  Ame- 
rica renders  it  indispensable  that  our  commerce 
should  receive  protectiofi  in  that  quarter;  the  vast 
and  increasing  interests  embarked  in  the  trade  of 
the  Indian  and  China  seas,  in  the  whale  fisheries  of 
the  Pacific  ocean,  and  in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  re- 
quire equal  attention  to  their  safety;  and  a  small 
aquadron  mayibe  employed  to  great  advantage  on 
our  Atlantic  coast,  in  meeting  sudden  demands  for 
the  reinforcement  of  other  stations,  in  aiding  mer- 
chant vessels  in  distress,  in  affording  active  service 
to  an  additional  number  of  officers,  and  in  visiting 
the  different  ports  of  the  United  Staler,  an  accurate 
knowledge  of  which  is  obviously  of  the  highest  im- 
portance. 

The  attention  of  Congress  is  respectltilly  called 
to  that  portion  of  the  report  recommending  an  in- 
crease in  the  number  of  smaller  vessels,  and  to 
other  suggestions  contained  in  that  document.  The 
rapid  increase  and  wide  expansion  of  our  com- 
merce, which  is  every  day  seeking  new  avenues  af 
profitable  adventure;  the  absolute  necessity  of  a 
naval  force  for  its  protection  precisely  in  the  de- 
gree of  its  extension;  a  due  regard  to  the  national 
rights  and  honor;  the  recollection  of  its  former  ex- 
ploits, and  the  anticipation  of  its  future  triumphs 
whenever  opportunity  presents  itself,  which  we  may 
rightfully  indulge  flrom  the  experience  ol  the  past,  ^ 
all  seem  to  point  to  the  navy  as  a  most  efficient 
arm  of  our  national  defence,' and  a  proper  .object 
of  legislative  encouragement. 

The  progress  and  condition  of  the  Post  Office 
Department  will  be  seen  by  reference  to  the  report 
of  the  Postmaster  General.  The  extent  of  post 
roads,  covered  by  mail  contr|icts,  is  stated  to  be 
134,818  miles,  and  the  annual  transportion  upon 
them  34,580,903.  The  number  of  post  offices  in 
Ihe  United  States  is  19,553  and  rapidly  increasing* 
The  gross  revenue  for  the  year  ending  on  the  30ih 
day  of  June  last,  was  |4,3fi3,145.  The  accru- 
ing expenditures^  |4,680,068 ;  excess  of  expen- 
ditures, f4l7,993.  This  has  been  mada  up  out 
of  the  aurplus  previously  on  hand.  The  cauui  on 
hand  on  the  first  instant,  was  fi3 14,068.  The 
revenue  for  the  year  ending  June  30,  1838, 
was  |1 61,540  more  than  that  for  the  year  ending 
Jnne  30, 1637.  Tho  expenditures  of  the  depart- 
ment had  been  graduated  upon  the  anticipation  of 
a  largely  increased  revenue.  A  moderate  curtail- 
ment of  mail  service  consequently  became  necessa- 
ry, and  has  been  effected,  to  shield  the  department 
against  the  danger  of  embarrassment.  Its  revenue 
is  now  improving,  and  it  will  soon  resume  its  on* 
ward  course  in  the  march  of  improvement. 

Your  particular  attention  is  requested  to  ^o  much 
of  the  Postmaster  General^  report  as  relates  to  the 
transportation  of  the  mails  upon  railroads.  The 
laws  on  Ihnt  subject  jo  not  seem  ade<{uate  to  se* 
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care  that  service,  now  become  almost  essential  to 
the  public  interests,  and  at  the  same»  time  protect 
the  department  from  combinations  and  unreasona- 
ble demands. 

If  or.  can  I  too  earnestly  request  your  attention  to 
the  necessity  of  providing  a  more  secure  building 
for  this  departmeau  The  danger  of  deUrnctioa  to 
which  its  important  books  and  papers  are  conti- 
nually exposed,  as  well  from  the  highly  combusti- 
ble character  of  the  building  occspira,  as  from  that 
of  others  in  the  vicinity^  calls  loudly  for  prompt 
action. 

Your  attention  is  again  earnestly  invited  to  the 
suggestions  and  recommendations  submitted  at  the 
last  session  in  respect  to  the  District  of  Columbia. 

I  feel  it  my  duty,  also,  to  bring  to  your  notice 
certain  proceedings  at  law  which  have  recently 
been  prosecuted  in  this  District,  in  the  name  of  the 
United  States,  on  the  relation  of  Messrs.  Stockton 
and  Stokef ,  of  the  State  of  Maryland,  against  the 
Postmaster  General,  and  which  have  resulted  in 
the  payment  of  money  out  of  the  National  Trea- 
sury, for  the  first  time  since  the  establisbmentof 
the  GK>verDment,  by  judicial  compulsion  exer- 
cised by  the  common  law  writ  of  mandamus,  is- 
sued by  ihe  circuit  court  of  this  District. 

The  facts  of  the  case,  and  the  grounds  of  the 
proceedings,  will  be  found  fully  stated  in  the  re- 
port of  the  decision-,  and  any  additional  informa- 
tiOD  which  you  may  desire  will  be  supplied  by  the 
proper  department.  No  interference  in  the  particu- 
lar case  is  contemplated.  The  money  has  been 
paid;  the  claims  of  the  prosecutors  have  been  satis- 
fied; and  the  whole  subject,  so  far  as  they  are  con- 
cerned, is  finally  disposed  of;  but  it  is  on  the  sup- 
position that  the  case  may  be  r^arded  as  an  au- 
thoritative exposition  of  the  law  as  it  now  stands, 
that  I  have  thought  it  necessary  to  present  it  to 
your  consideration. 

'Hie  object  of  the  application  to  the  circuit  court 
was  to  compel  the  Postmaster  General  to  carry 
into  effect  an  award  made  by  the  Solicitor  of  the 
Treasury,  under  a  special  act  of  Congress  for  the 
settlement  of  certain  claims  of  the  relators  on  the 
Post  Office  Department,  which  award  the  Post- 
master General  declined  to  execute  in  full,  until  he 
should  receive  further  legislative  direction  on  the 
subject.  If  the  duty  imposed  on  the  Postmaster 
General,  by  that  law,  was  to  be  regarded  as 
one  of  an  official  nature,  belonging  to  his  of- 
fice as  a  branch  of  the  Executive,  then  it  is  obvious 
that  the  constitutional  competency  of  the  Judi- 
ciary to  direct  and  control  him  in  its  discbarge, 
^was  necessarily  drawn  in  question.  And  il  the 
duty  so  imposed  on  the  Postmaster  General  was 
to  be  considered  as  merely  ministerial,  and 
not  executive,  it  yet  remained  to  be  shown 
that  the  circuit  court  of  this  district  had  ai> 
thority  to  interfere  by  mandamus — such  a  power 
having'  never  before  been  asserted  or  claimed 
by  that  court.  With  a  view  to  the  settlement  of 
these  important  questions,  the  juc^ment  of  the  cir- 
cuit court  was  carried,  by  a  writ  of  error,  to  the 
Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States.  In  the  opi- 
nion of  that  tiibunal,  the  duty  imposed  on  the  Post- 
master General  was  not  an  official,  executive  duty, 
but  one  of  a  merely  ministerial  nature.  The 
grave  constitutional  questions  which  had  been  dis- 
cussed were,  theiefore,  excluded  from  the  decision 
of  the  case;  the  court,  indeed,  expressly  admitting 
that,  with  powers  and  duties  properly  belonging  to 
^the  Executive,  no  other  department  can  interfere 
by  the  writ  of  mandamus;  and  tlie  question,  there- 
fore, resolved  iUelf  into  this:  Has  Congress  con- 
ferred  upon  the  circuit  court  of  this  District  the 
power  10  issue  such  a  writ  to  an  officer  of  the  Gk- 
neral  Gi'vemment,  commanding  him  to  perform  a 
ministerial  act?  A  majority  of  the  court  have  de- 
cided that  it  has,  but  have  founded  their  decision 
upon  a  process  of  re n  ^G  ling  which,  in  my  judg- 
ment, renders  further  legislative  provision  indis- 
pensable to  the  public  interests  and  the  equal  ad- 
ministralion  of  justice. 

It  has  long  since  been  decided  by  the  Supreme 
Court,  that  neither  that  tribunal  nor  the  circuit 
courts  of  the  United  Slates  held  within  the  respec- 
tive Slates,  possess  the  power  in  question;  but  it  is 
now  held  that  this  power,  denied  to  both  of  these 
ki^  tribonais;  (to  Ute  former  by  the  Constiiation, 


and  to  the  latter  by^  Congress,)  has  been,  by  its 
le^islalion,  vested  in  the  circuit  court  of  this  Dis- 
trict. No  such  direct  grant  of  power  to  the  circuit 
court  of  this  District  is  claimed;  butithaslieenheld 
to  result,  by  necessary  implication,  from  several 
sections  of  the  law  establishing  the  court.  One  of 
these  sections  declares,  thai  the  laws  of  Maryland, 
as  they  existed  at  the  time  of  the  cession,  should  be 
in  force  in  that  part  of  the  District  ceded  by  that 
State;  and,  by  this  provision,  the  common  law,  in 
civil  and  criminal  cases,  as  ii  prevailed  in  Mary- 
land in  1801,  was  established  in  that  part  of  the 
District. 

In  Bngland,  the  Court  of  King's  Bench — ^because 
the  sovereign,  who,  according  to  the  theory  of  ihe 
Constitution,  is  the  fountain  of  justice,  originally 
sat  there  in  person,  and  is  still  deemed  to  be  pre- 
sent, in  construction  of  law — alone  possesses  the 
high  power  of  issuiiig  the  writ  of  mandamus,  not 
only  to  inferior  jurisdictions  and  corporatons,  but 
also  to  magistrates  and  others,  commanding  them, 
in  the  King's  name,  to  do  what  their  duty  requires, 
in  cases  where  there  is  a  vested  right,  and  no  other 
specific  remedy.  It  has  been  held,  in  the  case  re- 
ferred to,  that,  as  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  is,  by  the  Constitution,  rendered 
incompetent  to  exercise  this  power,  and  as  the 
circuit  ccixn  of  this  District  is  a  court  of  general 
jurisdiction  in  cases  at  common  law,  and  the 
bighe&l  court  of  original  jurisdiction  in  the  Dis- 
trict, the  right  to  issue  the  writ  of  mandamus  is 
incident  to  its  common  law  powers.  Another 
grounl  relied  upon  to  maintain  the  power  in  ques- 
tion, is,  that  it  was  included,  by  fair  construction, 
in  the  power  it  granted  to  the  circuit  courts  of  the 
United  States,  by  the  act  "to  provide  for  the  more 
convenient  organization  of  the  courts  of  the  United 
States,"  passed  13th  of  February,  1801;  that  the  act 
establishing  the  circuit  court  of  this  District,  passed 
the  27th  day  of  February,  1801,  conferred  upcjp 
that  court  and  the  judges  thereof  the  aame  powers 
as  were  by  law  vested  in  the  circuit  courts  of  the 
United  States  and  in  the  judges  of  the  said  courts; 
that  the  repeal  of  the  first  mentioned  act,  which 
took  place  in  the  next  year,  did  not  divest  the  cir- 
cuit court  of  this  District  of  the  authority  in  dis- 
pute, but  leA  it  still  cloihed  with  the  powers  over 
the  subject  which,  it  is  conceded,  were  taken  away 
from  the  circuit  courts  of  the  United  States  by  the 
repeal  of  the  act  of  13ih  February,  1801. 

Admitting  that  the  adoption  of  the  laws  of 
Maryland  for  a  portion  of  this  District  confers  on 
the  circuit  court  thereof,  in  that  portion,  the  trans- 
cendent extra-judicial  preroj^ative  powers  of  the 
Court  of  King^s  Bench,  in  England,  or  that  either 
of  the  acts  of  Congress,  by  necessaiy  implication, 
authorize  the  former  court  to  issue  a  writ  of  man- 
damus to  an  officer  of  the  United  States,  to  compel 
bim  to  pel  form  a  ministerial  duty,  the  conse- 
quences are,  in  one  respect,  the  same.  '  The  resnlt 
in  either  case  is,  that  the  officers  of  the  United 
States,  stationed  in  different  parts  of  the  United 
States,  are,  in  respect  to  the  performance  of  their 
official  duties,  subject  to  different  laws  and  a  dif- 
ferent supervision :  ihose  in  the  States  to  one  rule, 
and  those  in  the  District  of  Columbia  to  another 
and  a  very  different  one.  In  the  District  their 
official  conduct  is  subject  to  a  judicial  conu-ol, 
from  which  in  the  Staleif  they  are  exempt. 

Whatever  difference  of  opinion  may  exist  as  to 
the  expediency  of  vesting  such  a  power  in  the 
judiciary,  in  a  system  of  Government  constituted 
like  that  of  the  United  States,  all  must  agree  that 
these  disparaging  discrepancies  in  the  law  and  in 
the  administration  of  justice  ought  not  to  be  permit- 
ted to  continue;  and  as  Congress  alone  can  provide 
the  remedy,  the  subject  is  unavoidably  presented 
to  your  consideration. 

M.  VAN  BUREN. 

Washington,  December  3, 1838. 
«  The  Message  having  bc<»n  read, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WRIGHT, 

Ordered^  That  the  usual  number  of  copies  be 
printed,  and  that  five  thousand  additional  copies 
without  the  documents,  and  fifteen  hundred  copies 
wiih  the  documents,  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the 
Senate. 

On  motion, 

The  Senate  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES,      . 
Tuesday,  December  4,  1838. 

Hugh  A.  Gabland,  e^q.  Clerk  elect  of  the  House 
of  Representatives,  presented  himself  at  the  Speak- 
er's table,  and  took  (be  oaths  of  office> 

The  message  from  the  Senate  for  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  joint  committee  of  the  two  Houses  to 
wait  on  the  President,  and  inform  him  that  thej 
were  ready  to  receive  any  communication  f^om 
him,  was  taken  up,  as  the  business  first  in  order, 
and  concurred  in. 

The  committee  on  the  part  of  the  House  was  or- 
deied  to  consist  of  three,  and  was  composed  of  the 
following  gentlemen: 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG,  of  New  York. 

Mr.  CONNOR,  of  North  CaroUna. 

Mr.  LINCOLN,  of  Massachuselts. 

The  SPEAKER  laid  before  the  House  the  fol- 
lowing communication  from  the  Hon.  John  duufcr 
Adams,  which  was  read: 
To  the  PrendifU  of  the  SenaU  and  Sjteaker  of  the 
House  qf  Repredtnlatives  of  the  UnUtu  Stales: 

In  compliance  with  the  request  of  Mr.  Georgp 
Washington  Lafayette,  and  of  the  respective  fjamily 
of  our  late  illustrious  and  ever-venerated  fhend, 
General  Lafayette,  I  have  the  honor  of  presenting 
to  Congress,  m  their  name,  a  copy  of  the  memoirs 
and  writings  of  their  houored  parent,  recently  pub- 
lished by  them,  to  be  deposited  in  the  Library  of 
Congress.  JOHN  O.  ADAMS. 

House  or  RspaESBNTATivcs  U.  S. 

Monday,  December  S,  1838. 

Mr.  A.  then  submitted  the  following  resolutioo, 
which  was  agreed  to  mm  diss, 

Rnohed  by  the  Senete  end  Housn^f  AepnsMleltvei 
of  the  United  States  of  America  in  Congress  assemJkUd^ 
That  the  thanks  of  this  Congress  l^  presented  to 
George  Washington  Lafayette,  the  son,  and  to  the 
surviving  family,  of  the  late  illustrious  and  lament- 
ed General  Lafayette,  for  the  copy  of  his  memoirs 
and  wfttings,  recently  published  by  them,  and  pre- 
sented in  iheir  name  to  this  Congress,  to  be  de- 
posited in  their  library;  and  that  the  same  be  de- 
posited in  the  said  library  accordingly. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  HARLAN,  the  usual  onler 
for  niroiishing  members  with  newspapers,  not  to  ex- 
ceed the  price  of  three  daily  papers,  was  agreed  to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  QRENNELL,  a  joint  resolu- 
tion for  the  election  ef  two  chaplains  to  the  two 
Houses,  for  the  present  session,  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  TAYLOR  submitted  the  following,  wbieh 
was  rejected: 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  re- 
port a  plan  for  carrying  into  effect,  as  far  as  pradi- 
cable,  the  order  of  the  House  of  the  2d  July  last, 
directing  that,  in  the  new  arrangement  of  the  Hall, 
the  members  should  be  entitled,  as  near  as  may  be, 
to  the  same  relative  position  to  the  Chair  which 
they  then  occupied,  or  to  devise  and  report  soch- 
other  mode  of  assigning  sea  » to  members  as  the 
committee  may  deem  equitable  and  proper. 

Mr.  ADAMS,  on  leave,  submitted  the  loUowing: 

Resolvedf  That  all  the  petitions,  memorials,  and 
remonstrances  against  the  annexation  of  the  Re- 
public of  Texas  to  the  United  Slates,  presented  at 
the  first  and  second  sessions  of  the  present  €k)ii- 
gre.ss,  tegether  with  the  resolutions  of  the  Legisla- 
tures of  the  States  of  Alabama,  Tennessee,  Ver- 
mont, Rhode  Island,  Ohio,  Michigan,  and  Massa- 
chusetts, now  on  file  in  the  clerk^s  ofiice,'  relaliog 
to  that  subject,  be  taken  from,  the  said  files,  and 
referred  to  a  select  committee  of  --^  members,  to 
consider  and  report  thereon. 

Mr.  HOWARD  moved  to  lay  the  resolution 
on  the  table. 

Mi*.  ADAMS  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays;  which 
were  ordered. 

Mr.  MERCER  requested  the  gentleman  frooi 
Maryla?)d  to  withdraw  the  motion  for  a  moment 
to  enable  biqi  (Mr.  M.)  to  propound  a  question  to 
that  gentleman.  Mr.  M.  promised  to  renew  the 
motion. 

Mr.  HOWARD  wii^j  .^  Vi. 

Mr.  MTSSlC^B.  v^sVi^^  to^^^^  whether  the  ap- 
plication vil  \iie  B«p\x\i\v^  ^  ^  t«asfct  adoaiision 
into  lYkXB.  TiTttOTi  ^^^  '^^V  O^  ^\Ctoi^til 

Mr.  ^Ifl^-NiJ  V'B^^  ^^^^ty  ^t^V«A  \o  exptess  bis 
beUef  »^Vi^v\vVw^»^^^^vH^^^^^       "^^^^  ^<>*' 


C69l6SE8Bn!R&L  tfLOlK. 


» 


U^otM  fact  than  thai  derived  from  the  news- 
Mr.  MBRCER  renewed  the  motion  to  lay  on 

(he  ubfe.  and  UpreraJed— ^ees  13(i,  na^e  SI. 
fi)  the  rrsolotioa  was  )aid  on  the  table. 
Ur.  McKBNNAN  ^nbrnittd  a  resoiation  to  re- 

BDTe  the  drapery  in  ihc  galieries  of  the  haU:  re- 

Mr.  ADAMS  gave  notice  that,  on  to-morrow,  he 

fiuM  call  ap  the  bill  for  the  prevention  of  dael- 

Itag  in  the  IHttrict  of  Columbia. 
Ife  A.  then  snbmitted  the  following  lesolntions: 
IcnM,  That  a  committee  of  —  member^be 

appoiated,  with  leave  to  send  for  persons  and 

papas,  to  isqnire  and  report  to  Uus  House. 

L  Whether  Andrew  Stevenson,  Envoy  Eitra- 
eidia&ry  aad  Minister  Plenipotentiary  Irom  the 
Uoiied  Stales,  at  London,  is,  or  has  recently  been 
figapd  in  a  public  newspaper  controversy  in- 
Tolrmg  his  pe^ronal  integrity,  and  the  honor  of 
Vs  eoQBtry,  whose  rcpreaentative  he  is,  with  Daniel 
OKSoaiiii,  a  member  of  the  Parliament  of  the  Uni- 
ted KiBgdom  of  Qreat  Britain  and  Ireland. 

1  Whether  tbe  said  Andrew  Stevenson,  hold- 
ing the  privikged  chaiUcter  of  an  Ambassador, 
ktt|  is  concert  wiih  three  other  persons,  citizens 
•f  the  Uiiitfd  State5,  one  of  whom,  an  officer  io 
iheirNavy,  engaged  in  a  conspiracy  with  intent  to 
ilflp  tk  wtiuf,  or  in  the  langnage  of  the  laws  of 
God  aad  of  man,  to  mnrder  the  said  Daniel  O^Con- 
adia  adoel,  or  Dy  a  premeditated  provocation  to 
a  i»avl. 

3-  Whether  tbe  said  Andrew  Stevenson,  after  a 
iTinen  demand  of  ezplanatiou,  in  the  form  nsnal 
asiOBg  dnellistSy  as  preliminary  to  a  challenge,  and 
with  the  mieni  to  follow  it  up  by  a  challenge,  pre- 
eooeerted  with  the  said  three  other  citiiens  of  the 
Uotied  States,  did  accept  of  an  answer  from  the 
said  Daniel  0*Connell  eqaally  nnsatisfactory  to  the 
lodes  of  geoaine  and  of  spurious  houpr,  and  thereby 
tacitly  admit  the  troth  of  the  imputation  upon  his 
honor,  at  which  be  had  professed  to  take  offence. 

4.  Whether  ibe  said  Andrew  Stevenson,  in  these 
tiusaciions,  has  violated  the  duties  of  his  office  as 
an  ambassador  of  peace,  the  laws  of  nations,  the 
tews  of  the  land,  to  the  Government  of  which  he 
was  accredited,  tbe  privileges  of  the  British  House 
of  Commons,  m  tbe  person  of  one  of  its  members, 
aad  the  honor  auid  interest  of  his  own  country. 

5l  Whether  the  said  Andrew  Stevenson  has,  in 
these  transaction?,  so  conducted  himself  as  to  re- 
qoire  the  constitntional  interposition  of  this  House, 
by  impeachment  or  otherwise. 
'  Mr.  HOWARD  remarked  that  the  resolutions 
eorereda  I  reat  deal  of  ground,  and,  in  the  hope 
too  that  the  gentleman  from  Massachusefts  would 
OQiirDt  to  the  motion,  be  moved  that  their  conside- 
nlion  be  postponed  till  Monday  next. 

Mr.  HOPKINS  moved  to  lay  tKe  whole  subject 
onthetaUe. 

Mr.  RUED  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays;  which 
were  ordered. 

Mr.  THOMAS  hoped  the  mover  of  the  last  mo- 
tJDfi  Aoold  withdraw  it,  and  suffer  it  to  lie  over. 

Mr.  HOPKINS,  believing  no  good  could  result 
fiom  a  discussion  npon  such  a  subject,  could  not 
ooMnt  to  withdraw  it. 

The  motion  to  lay  on  the  table  prevailed — yeas 
140,  najs  57,  as  follows: 

TBafl.— Mevn.  John  W.  Allen,  Anderaon,  Atberton,  Banka, 
tar,  BMrB,Bell,BickiMll,  Bidiile,  Btrcteall,  BouMin,  Brod- 
■■<t,lln.mmi,  BuchAnan/Wilham  B.  Camptiell,  CarMr,  Ca- 
itj,ChambenL  Ctianer,  Ctuptnan,  ChMihaii],  Clark.  Clow- 
■ir,Coflia,Cot«i^  Crabtv  Craig,  Crary,  Orockeii,  Cushman, 
Jhmmn,  Davee,  De  Gratf;  Donnia,  Drom^oole,  Dunn,  Elmore, 
Bwim,  nuTfiek),  Foater,  JameB  Oarland,  Glascock,  William 
Otafaaai,  OrBoUjuKl,  6ray,Griffir   -  •      - 


ivboa,  Hayi 
krnlLT.H 


Herod, 


Griffin,  Haley,  Hammond,  Hawea, 
Hott,  Hopkino,  Howard,  Rubley, 


ILT.  Hunier,In«faaiii,Thoa.  B.  Jackson,  J.  Jackaon, 
If,  Johnson,  Jr.  Johnson,  N.  Jonea,  J.  W  Jonea,  Keim, 


>>,  Kennedy,  Klingenamith,  Lewis,  Lotran,  Loomlc,  Lyon, 
JT.JamenM.  Mason,  MartiD,  Maury,  May,  Maxwell,  Mc- 
Kay, Boben  McClel  Ian,  Abraham  McCleUan,  Menefee,  Milli- 
Ba,HaDcgomerjr,  Moore,  Morgan,  Samuel  W.  Blurria,  Murray, 
MeMe,  Parker,  Pannenter,  Parria,  Piynter,  Pearce,  Peirlkin, 
Phclp^  Plomer,  Pope,  Pratt,  Reily,  Renrlier,  Rhett,  Rives, 


fvUrb 

Viitevcer 


Tiiui,  Toucey,  Towns,  Turoey,  Underwood,' 

8.  Wlijte,J,ihn 


'eer,  Wagener,  Webeler.  Weeks,  Albert  G 


WMai,  WbiYtleaey,  Sharrod  Wtlllama,  Jared  W.  Wiliiams. 
Joi^A  L.  WUliama,  Chrialopher  H.  VVDlianus  Word,  anJ 
WertiiiRgtoft— 140. 

lfAT8--lfcMn.  John  i^nlney  Adams,  Alexandar,  Hemaa  Al- 
ka,Aiidre««,  A^Cdfy,  Bond,.JBpcte^  Bdgga,   Wm.  B.  Cal- 


houn, Chikld,  Curiia,  Cushiog,  Darlington,  Daviea,  Dabenrjt 
Evans,  Evereit,  Richard  Fletcher,  Isaac  Fletcher,  Fillmore, 
Oiddio^  Sonde,  Grennell,  Hill,  Hatsted,  Harlan,  Harpor, 
Wiitiam  B.  Haailngs,  Tkfjmas  H^nry,  William  Cost  Johnson, 
Lincoln,  Marvi.i,  Haroson  Mason,  McKen.  an,  Marcer,  Mitchell, 
Maihias  Morris,  Calvaxy  Moina,  Naytor,  Kuyea,  Peck,  Potts, 
Pumam,  Ran  Jen,  Randolph,  Reed,  Kidgway.  Robinson,  Rus- 
sell, Sergeant.  Sibley,  Slada,  Alrauon,  Tillinghast,  Toland, 
Wisp.aiidYorke-57. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG,  from  the  joint  committee 
on  the  part  of  the  House  appointed  to  wait  on  the 
President  of  tbe  United  States,  reported  that  they 
had  discharged  that  dnty,  and  the  President  had 
informed  ihem,  in  reply,  that  he  won  Id  transmit  to 
the  two  HoQses  a  message  to-day. 

The  President's  annual  Message  was  then 
brought  in  by  his  private  secretary,  and,  being  laid 
before  the  House  by  the  Speaker,  was  read  at 
length  by  the  Clerk. 

Mr.  HAYNES  moved  that  the  Message  and  ac- 
companying documents  be*  referred  to  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  and 
that  15,000  copies  without  the  documents,  and 
5,000  with  the  documents,  be  printed  for  the  use  of 
the  House. 

Mr.  BELL  did  not  raise  any  particular  objec* 
tion  to  the  printing,  though  he  would  prefer  a  less 
number,  because  the  Message  would  be  far  more 
widely  disseminated  through  the  newspapers  than 
by  the  members;  but  he  objected  to  the  other 
brancfar  of  the  motion  at  this  time.  He  requested 
the  Clerk  to  read  the  entry  on  the  journal  of  last 
session;  which  was  done. 

Mr.  B.  added  that  he  believed  that  Message  was 
never  taken  up  in  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  sute  of  the  Union,  but  discussed  at  the  present 
stage,  and  such  was  his  object  in  reference  to  the 
present  Message.  He  desired  to  express  his  senti- 
ments upon  a  number  of  the  topics  embraced  it  as 
early  as  possible;  but  unless  occasion  was  taken  to 
do  so  on  the  motion  to  commit,  they  could  hope  for 
no  other  opport unity.  He  hoped,  tlrerefore,  the 
qtlestion  would  be  taken  on  the  printing,  and  the 
other  motion  laid  over. 

Mr.  HAYNES  said  the  gentleman  was  entirely 
mistaken  in  the  supposition  that  the  last  annual 
message  was  never  considered  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole.  It  was  discussed  again  and  again  in 
that  committee,  and  a  number  of  gentlemen  had 
addressed  the  House  upon  iL 

Mr.  BELL  might  be  mistaken  as  to  that  point, 
but  no  disposition  was  made  of  the  Message. 

Mr.  HAYNES  stated  what  was  the  fact,  that 
all  the  Message  had  been  disposed  of  except  that 
part  in  relation  to  the  finances.  But  what  was 
the  great  object  of  sending  it  to  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  slate  of  the  Union?  It  was  that 
the  widest  scope  of  debate  should  be  given. 

Mr.  H.  then  varied  his  motion  to  the  terms 
of  that  on  the  journal,  viz:  to  print  15,000  copies 
of  the  Message  and  accrmpanying  documents, 
and  5,000  copies  without ;  the  latter  to  be  furnished 
within  two  days. 

After  some  further  conversation  between  Messrs. 
WISE,  J.  GARLAND,  and  HAYNES  the  motion 
was  agreed  lo  without  a  division. 

The  SPEAKER  laid  before  the  House  the  an- 
nual Report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  on 
the  state  of  the  finances,  which,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
CAMBRELENG,  was  laid  on  the  table,  and  at  the 
sugget lion  of  several  members,  10,000  extra  copies 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

Albo,  a  commuication  from  the  Secretary  of 
State  covering  a  statement  of  the  expenditures  out 
of  the  contingent  fund  of  that  depanment,  for  the 
past  year,  which,  on  motion  of  Mr.  HowAao,  was 
laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  LOGAN,  on  leave,  submitted  the  following 
resolution : 

Resofvedj  Thai  the  widow  of  Walter  S.  Frank* 
LIN,  deceased,  late  Clerk  of  the  House  of  Represen- 
tatives of  the  United  States,  be  allowed  and  paid, 
out  of  the  contingent  fund,  his  salary  as  Clerk 
aforesaid  up  to  ihe  3d  December,  1838. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  called  for  the  yeas  and 
nays,  which  urre  i-rdcrcd. 

Mr.  McKENNAN  huggesied  to  his  colleague  to 
cause  the  resolution  to  read  up  to  the  **  3d  of  De- 
cember," whea  the  new  Clerk  look  upon  himself 
the  dttiies. 

Mr.  LOGAN  so  modified  iu 


Mr.  WISE  ashed  when  Mr.  FkuNXLiN  died? 

The  CHAIR  replied,  fcom  the  information  con- 
tained in  Mr.  Borch^  letter  of  yesterday,  oa  the 
20ih  of  September. 

Mr.    WISE  moved  to  make  it  that  day;  fo 
though  no  one  lamented  Mr.  Franklin's  death 
more  than  he  did,  he  could  not  vote  a  mere  gratuity 
without  service. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  reminded  Mr.  W.  that  up 
to  the  time  o(  Mr.  F's  decease,  his  salary  belonged 
to  his  executors. 

Mr.  WISE  thereupon  withdrew  his  amend- 
ment. • 

The  resolution  was  warmly  sustained  by  Mr. 
McKENNAN  and  Mr.  GLASCOCK,  when  it  was 
agreed  to — yeas  93,  nays  63. 

On  motion, 

The  House  adjonmed. 

IN  SENATE. 
Wedncsdat,  Dec  5, 1838. 

Mr.  BROWN  of  North  Carolina,  and  Mr.  LY- 
ON of  Michigan,  appeared  in  their  places  in  the 
Senate. 

The  joint  resolution  from  the  House,  presenting 
the  thanks  of  Congress  to  George  Washington  La- 
fayette and  surviving  family  of  Gkn.  Lafayette, 
was  taken  up  for  consideration,  and. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CLAY  of  Alabama,  laid  upon 
the  table. 

Mr.  NOR VELL  gave  notice  that,  on  to-morrow, 
he  would  ask  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  making  cer- 
tain grants  of  public  land  and  for  other  purposes. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  gave  notice  that  to-nK>rrow 
he  would  ask  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Thomas  Sumpter. 

Mr.  PRENTISS  gave  notice  that  to-morrow  be 
would  ask  leave  to  bring  in  several  bills,  the  titles 
of  which  were  not  heard. 

The  PRESIDENT  communicated  a  report  from 
the  Secretary  of  State,  containing  an  account  of 
the  contingent  expenses  of  that  department  during 
the  past  year;  which,  upon  motion  by  Mr. 
WRIGHT,  was  hid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  to 
be  printed. 

Also,  a  report  from  the  Treasurer  of  the  Unitf  d 
States,  made  in  compliance  with  the  act  of  1789, 
establishing  the  Treasury  Department:  laid  on  the 
table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Also,  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
enclosing  his  annual  report  on  the  finances;  which, 
upon  motion  of  Mr.  WRIGHT,  was  laid  upon  the 
table,  and  1500  additional  copies  ordered  to  be 
printed  for  the  use  of  the  Senate. 

REPORT  FROM  THE  SECRETARY  OP  THE 
TREASURY  ON  THE  FINANCES. 

Trkasitrt  Department, 
December  3,  1838. 
The  undersigned  respectfully  submits  ilre  fol- 
lowing report,  in  obedience  to  the  '*Acl  supplemen- 
tary to  the  act  to  establish  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment:*' 

I.  OF  THE  revenue  AND  EXPENDITURES. 

The  balance  in  the  Treasury  on  the  1st  of  Janua- 
ry, 1839,  which  will  then  be  available  and  ap- 
plicable to  public  purposes,  is  esiimated  at 

1-3,765,342  36 


This  result  is  derived  from  the  following  data: 

On  the  1st  of  January,  1837,  tbe  balance  in  the 
Treasury,  exclusive  of  trust  funds  and  those  be- 
longing to  the  Post  Office,  was     f  46,337,088  36 

The  receipts  during  tnai  year,  from 
all  sources  exclusive  of  the 
funds  aforesaid,  were    -  -    2*2,643,973  53 

Vix: 

Customs  -    111,109,290  39 

Lands  -  -        6,776,236  5^ 

Miscellaneous  -        1,705,457  47 

Trea5ury  notes  -        2,993,089  15 

These,  with  the  balatice  last  inen- 
tioned,  constitute  an  agg.egate 


oi 

The  expenditures  during  the  same 

year,  exclusive  of  the  trust  funds 

and  those  belonging  to  the  Post 

Office,  were 

Vi«: 


$63,981,661  89 


«31,616,4(»l  OX 


VD&iiiSSMoas  . '|6,iSB4,359  76 

Military  service, 
inciudiog  forti- 
fications, lodian 
affairs,  pen- 
sions, arming 
the  militia,  the 
Florida  war,  re- 
moral  of  the 
Cberokees  and 
Creeks,  im- 
provement of  • 
rivers  and  har- 
bors, con  str  act- 
ing roads,  and 
baiidin^  armo- 
ries and  arsenals  19,417,374  44 

Naval  service,  in- 
clndiog  gradual 
improyement 
and    exploring 
expedition        -     6,853,059  80 

Public  debt  -  31,829  91 


This  left  in  the  Treasary,  on  the 
Ist  of  January,  1838,  a  balance 
of        .  -  -  - 


#37,166,251  98 


The  receipts  daring  the  first  thret 
quarten  of  1838,  with  excep- 
tions similar  to  these  before 
named,  are  ascertained  and  esti- 
mated to  have  been  •  •  $31,075,733  19 
Viz: 

Customs,  inclu- 
ding postponed 

bonds  .  $12,238,770  56 

[Of  this  sum, 
about  $3,900,- 
000,  received  in 
Trea5nry  notes, 
cannot,until  the 
setiiements  to 
which  they  be- 
long shall  be 
completed  by 
the  accounting 
officers;,  be  en- 
tered upon  the 
Register's  books. 
A  pact  will  be 
carried  into  the 
Treasury  by 
warrant  during 
thefottnh«iuar- 
ter,  and  the  re- 
mainder next 
nar.] 

Lands     -  -      3,036,S38  54 

Miscellaneous    -        338,431  85 

Proceeds  of  third 
bond  of  United 
Slates  Bank 
sold  for  -     3,354,871  38 

Part  of  second 
bond    -  -      1,600,005  00 

Issue  of  Treasury 
notes   -  •        -    12,716,830  86 


The  further  receipts  in  the  fourth 
quarter  are  esil-nated  at 
Viz: 

Customs,  estima- 
ting the  actual 
receiptis  during 
the  quarter,  and 
not  the  sums 
which  may  be 
for  mally  car- 
ried up'.n  the 
Register's  books 
from  former 
quarters  -    $5,350,000  00 

Lands     -  -      1,100,000  00 

[Including  only 

a  portion  of  the 

pre-emptions,  and 

jsaeb  of  the  sales 


7,053,330  84 


ly  paid  into    the 
Treasury     before 
the  year  Expires] 
Miscellaneous     - 
On  second  bond  of 
United     States 
Bank,    due   in 
Sept.  1838,  and 
paid  ia  part  be- 
fore and  part  af- 
ter that  date    - 


15,000  00 


687,330  84 


These  united  made  the  aggregate 
of  receipts  for  the  year  1838,  as 
ascertained  and  estimated        -   38,137,954  03 

This,  with  the  balance  on  the  1st 
of  January  last,  would  amount 


to 


$75,294,206  01 


The  expenditures  during  the  first 
three  quarters  of  1838,  with  si- 
milar exceptions,  were  -  -  $38,427,218  68 
Viz: 

Ciyil  list,  etc.  -    -  $4,029,674  13 

Miliiaryservice,etc.  15,731,333  63 

Naval  service,  etc.    4,335,563  31 

Public  d«bt,  1,217  08 

Redemption  of  Trea- 
sury notes,  includ- 
ing interest  4,339,440  64 

The  expenditures  during  the  fourth 
quarter,  including  $1,000  inte- 
rest on  funded  debt,  and  the  re- 
demption of  $3,750,000  of  Trea- 
sury notes,  are  estimated  by  the 
different  departments  at  $13,- 
511,930  10.  But  it  is  not  ex- 
pected hat  the  redemption  of  all 
these  notes  will  appear  on  the 
Register's  books  until  next  year. 
Nor  does  the  undersigned  anti- 
cipate that  the  actual  expend!-  ^ 
tures  within  this  quarter,  includ- 
ing the  above  notes  redeemed, 
will  exceed        -  -  -    13,000,000  00 


Making  an  aggregate  of  expendi- 
tures for  the  year  1838,  of        -$40,437,218  68 

This  computation  would  'eav^e  in  the  Treasury, 
on  the  1st  of  January,  1839,  a 
balance  of        -  -  ■  $34,866,987  33 

his  proper  to  ascertain,  in  (he  next  place,  how 
moch  of  this  balanoe  is  not  immediately  available 
and  applicable  to  public  purpo<;es. 

Tnc  sum  of  $38,101,644  97,  w^iich  has  been 
placed  with  the  States  for  safekeeping,  is  a  part  of 
thai  balance,  and  cannot,  by  the  provisions  of  the 
net  of  October  14,  1837,  be  made  available  till  di- 
rected by  Congress. 

Another  part  is  about  $1,100,000  00,  due  ch'efiy 
from  various  insolvent  banks,  on  account  of  the 
money  that  before  1837  had  been  placed  in  their 
custody,  to  the  credit  of  the  Treasurer,  and  still  re- 
mains unpaid. 

Another  portion  is  near  $3,400,000  00,  which  is 
due  froui  banks  that  suspended  specie  payments  in 
1837,  and  will  probably  not  be  paid  during  the  pre- 
sent year. 

About  $500,000  of  the  amount  which  has  been 
placed  in  the  Mint,  for  the  specific  purposes  desig- 
nated in  the  laws  on  that  subject,  is  another  part  of 
that  balance,  which  could  not  at  once  be  made 
available  for  other  objects  without  much  public  in' 
convenience. 

The  aggregate  of  the!»e  items,  not  immediately 
available  and  applicable  (o  public  purposes,  is 
$33,101,644  97;  and  if  deducted  from  the  fore- 
going balance,  it  would  leave  on  the  1st  of  January 
next,  as  stated  in  the  comrnencsment  of  this  re- 
port, only  the  sum  of  $3,705,343  36  then  availa- 
ble, and  applicable  to  those  purposes. 

Subjoined  is  a  condensed  view  of  the  receipts 
and  means,  as  well  as  the  expenditures  for  1838, 
as  ascertained  and  estimated;  also  the  funds  not 
available  in  that  year. 


12 


mm 

.1....! 


1  lira's 

IS    S^SSBS 


If.  OF  THE  P17BLIC  DEBT. 

The  pnyments  on  account  of  the  funded  and 
unfunded  debt,  since  the  Ist  December,  1837,  havi 
been  as  follows: 

1.  On  account  of  the  principal  and  interest  of 
the  funded  debt: 

Principal      ....         |315  Yl 
Interest         ....        9,001  81 

$g,aa  01 


Leaving  i^mclaimed  and  nndischarged  $335,530  8> 


Viz: 
Principal 
Interest 


$75,954  47 
349,566  36 


3.  On  account  of  the  onfunded  debt 
existing  previous  to  1837,  in- 
cluding $1  06  interest  on  Trea- 
sury notes  of  1815 

Leaving  the  amount  of  certificates 
and  notes  payable  on  presenta- 
tion      .... 
Viz: 

Certificates  issued  for 
claims  during  the 
Revolutionary  wsr, 
and  registered  prior 
to  1798      -  -  $37,393  31 

Treasury  notes  issued 
during  the  late  war    •  5,300  00 

Certificate  of  Missis- 
sippi stock     -  .  4,380  09 


#31  08 


$36,913  40 


In  addition  to  the  above,  the  United  States,  un- 
der the  act  of  the  30th  May,  1836,  for  the  relief  d 
the  corporate  cities  of  ihe  Bisirict  of  Columbitf 
have  assumed  the  folloVitkS  ^^^^)  bearing  an  inte- 
rest of  five  j)er  cent.  exQ\a^^  ^^  charges,  viz: 


CONGREdSIOKAL  GLOBE. 


II 


CkoifHown     950,000 


f  1,500,000  00 


Tte  njaniB  fiv  the  y«v  1898,  on 
aocQflat  of  die  interest  and 
ehtiiesQii  this  debt,  amoaatto       f76^995  99 

ID.  sriRIIMtT  m  BKLATIOlf  TO  THX  ISBUB  AND  aS- 

jfmmoK  •?  TBBASuaT  aom  m  1837  amd  1838. 
bBied  ttoder  tkie    act    of    the    12th   October, 
ldS7  •  -  -  -  il0,000,000  00 

Do.      do.      Slat  Maj,  1838  -      5,709,810  01 


15,709,810  01 

OfthisaBioQDt, 
'AmjB9B  a  were  at  6  per  cent. 
%;98M73  73     •■       5  per  cent. 

8.78M44  73     "       3  per  cent. 

1.735^881  >C     "       1  mUl  per  cent. 

Tlie  followiiig  anv>aat  haa  been  redeemed: 
IberehaTf  been  entered  to  the 

credit  oT  the  *'aoeonntof   re< 

deaption  of  Treaanor  notes'*  on 

ihe    books    of     the     Regia- 

ter  -  t5,063,197.41 

Aad  liitre  have  been 

eueeUed  aad   re- 
igned 10  dieTrea- 

an7,aiidare  nov 

ifttheooQiseef  act- 

tIeiDfitf,asappeaia 

fioa  Ihe  records  of 

the  FSist  Andiior 

aod  Ihe  Commta- 

flouroftbe  0en- 

ttil    Laad      Of- 
fice  -       -        -   3,893,05959 

#7.955,250  00 


Iniiag  ootBtawding 


#7,754,550  01 


m.  ZZPUNATIORfl  11  TO  THB    APPROraiATrONS    OOT- 
gTANDfKa. 

TheippTopriatioas  heretofore  made,  which  will 
leaui  oasaiisfled  at  the  end  of  the  year  1838,  and 
teduuiSCBble  on  the  balance  then  in  the  Treasary, 
nditae  leTenne  snbaeqaentiy  received,  are  esti- 
naled  bj  the  ot^  departments  at  $13,187,426  83, 
bcbythsandersigned  at  $1,511,920  10  more,  in 
coaieqiMBce  of  estimating  the  cipendilores  of  the 
fotrth  fouler  difierently. 

Upoa  the  view  taken  by  this  department,  it  is 
napflted  that  $12,369,023  68  of  those  appropria- 
tioBs  will  be  required  to  be  paid,  in  order  to  ac- 
eoBpliah  the  objecia  contemplated  by  them. 

Of  Ihe  remainder,  about  $370,360  40  may  go  to 
ie  inrplas  fnnd,  or  not  be  needed  to  accomplish 
those  objectr,  and  the  residae,  being  $1,959,362  85, 
it  s  proposed  to  apply  to  the  service  of  the  ensuing 
Tear,  witfaoot  reappropriation. 

IT.  XSTIHITE  or  TQS  af  CEIPTS   AITO  BXPaNDITUaSS 

POR  1839. 

Ae  leeeipls  into  the  Treasury  during  the  year 
I8»,  are  estimated  at      -  -  $98,780,000  00 

Tic 
Custom-  .  $19,000,000  00 

Laadi    -  •      4,500,000  00 

Uii«i]aD«oos     -        500,000  00 
The  proceeds  of 

(hefborth  bond 

of  the   United 

Stiles  Bank,  if 

mid,    -  -      9,380,000  00 

Aad  the  aoms  like- 
ly to  be  realized 

from  former  de- 
banka 
iBBtalments 
become 

dBein]839     -      2,400,000  00 
Then,  wiih  the  estimated  balance 

of(2,765,342  in  the  Trea^ory, 

Whiflh,  on  the  1st  of  January, 

IW,  will  be  available  and  ap- 

plieaUe  lo  pnblic  purposes  con- 

stinie  an  aggregate  of  efficient 

meaas  aaaouBting  to  '  -  * 


Theexpenditnres  for  1839,  incloHing  the  redemp- 
tion of  eight  millions  of  Treasury  notes,  and  inte- 
rest, falling  doe  in  that  year,  are  eaiimated 
nt  -  -  -  -  $30,500,000  00 

Thus,  of  the  old  apprepriattona 
which  will  be  outstanding  on 
the  1st  of  January,  1839,  it  is 
computed  that  there  will  be  ex- 
pended in  that  year      -  -     7,500,000  00 

The  Treasury  notes  to  be  redeem- 
ed, and  interest,  will  amount  to 
abiut  -  -  -      8.000,000  00 

Of  the  new  appropriations  called 
for,  together  wiih  those  which 
are  permanent  for  1839,  it  is 
computed  that  there  will  be  ex- 
pended within  the  year  -    15,000,000  00 

These  constitute  an  aggregate  of 
actual  expenditures  for  1839, 
estimated  at     -  -  -    30,500,000  00 

Leaving  a  balance  in  the  Treasu- 
ry, on  the  31st  of  December, 
1839,  available  and  applicable 
to  public  purposes,  amounting 


31,545,349  00 


to 


-    $1,045.349  00 


The  estimates  for  new  appropria- 
tions now  presented  irom  the 
different  departments  amount  to  $31,665,089  95 

To  these  may  be  added  permanent 
appropriations  for  the  service  of 
1839,  made  by  former  acts, 
equal  to  -  -  -     9,894,000  00 

»  — — .^^1— ^"■'"■^■~ 

These  make  all  the  new  and  per- 
manent appropriaiions  for  1839,    31,559,089  95 


Viz: 

Civil,  foreign    intercourse,    and 
miscellaneous,      $3,658,157  87 

Military  service,dkc.  13,969,836  01 

Naval  service,  &c.     5,881,096  07 

Redemption  of  Trea- 
sury notes,  and 
other  public  debt,  8,050,000  00 

For  further  particulars  see  the  details  of  the  an- 
nual estimates. 

It  will  be  perceived  by  these  statements,  that  no 
surplus  balance  will  probably  exist  either  on  the 
1st  of  January,  1839,  or  during  that  year,  to  be  de- 
posited with  the  several  Slates  for  safekeeping,  as 
a  fourih  instalment  imder  the  deposite  act  of  June, 
93,  1836.  Indeed,  great  care  will  be  necessary  in 
restricting  the  appropriations  to  the  necessary 
wants  of  the  Qovernment,  or  the  receipts  will  not 
be  sufficient  to  meet  the  current  demands  on  (he 
Treasury,  unless  those  receipts  should  unexpected- 
ly exceed  the  present  estimates. 

When  an  unusual  excess  existed  in  the  Treasu- 
ry, it  was  proposed  to  place  that  fourth  instalment 
with  the  States  for  safekeeping  till  needed;  but  be- 
fore it  became  payable,  the  money  was  wanted  to 
discharge  existing  appropriations.  The  deposite 
of  it  was,  therefore,  postponed  by  Congress  till  next 
January,  and  the  money  has  been  used  by  the  Uni- 
ted Sutes,  to  which  it  belonged,  wiihoot  incurring 
the  expense  and  inconvenience,  to  all  the  parties 
concerned,  of  paying  and  then  immediately  recal-t 
ling  it.  That  instalment  is  not  a  debt  due  to  the 
Slates,  and,  hence,  is  dot  required  to  be  paid  like 
an  appropriation  for  the  public  service.  Yet  the 
remark  may  properly  be  added,  that  if  a  surplus 
should  hereafter  accrue,  large  enough,  after  defray- 
ing all  the  existing  chargee  imposed  by  Covgress 
upon  the  Treasury,  to  make  the  deposite  original- 
ly contemplated,  this  department,  wiih  its  present 
views,  would  feel  bound  to  carry  it  into  effect,  un- 
less Congress,  in  the  mean  time,  should  further  mo* 
dify  the  laws  new  in  force  in  relalion  lo  the  sub- 
ject. 

V.   SXPORTS  AN*D  IMPORTS  IN  1838. 

The  exporis  daring  the  year  ending  September 
30, 1838,  are  compuied  to  have  been  $103,136,000. 

Of  these,  about  $90,666,000  were  of  doaiestic, 
and  $19,470,000  of  foreign  origin. 


The  former  have  diminished  from  the  previous 
yeari  $4,898,414,  and  the  latter,  $9,384,963. 

The  imports  for  the  same  year  were  $112,000,- 
000.    .  V 

Thoe  are  $28,989,217  less  in  value  than  thoje 
of  the  previous  year,  being  neariy  $78,000,000  less 
than  those  under  the  enormous  overtrading  and 
other  overactions  which  characterised  1836. 

For  further  particulars  reference  may  be  had  to 
the  table  annexed. 

It  is  an  interesting  fact,  that  during  the  last  three 
years  more  than  $86,000,000  annually,  or  an  ave- 
rage of  neariy  nine-tenths  «f  our  whole  domestic 
exports,  have  been  derived  from  agriculture. 
More  than  seven-tenths  of  our.  whole  populaiion 
are  probably  emplpyed  in  that  useful  pursuit. 

VI.  EXPUINITIONS  OP  THB  ESTIMATED  OP.  RaCBIPTS 
AND  EXPENDITURES,  AND  SCGGESTIONS  ON  THE 
MODE  OF  MEETING  PLUCTtJATlONS  IN  THEM. 

The  receipts  from  customs  during  the  present 
year,  will  vary  but  liitle  from  the  estimate  sub- 
mitted in  the  last  annual  report.  The  receipts 
from  lands  will  be  less;  but  the  amount  of  sales 
made,  and  pre-emption  rights  existing,  will  not 
differ  essentially  from  what  was  anticipated,  though 
the  act  of  Congress,  as  to  the  latter,  passed  so  laie 
that  payments  for  all  of  them,  could  not  be  realized 
till  another  year,  without  causing  much  inconve- 
nience and  unnecessary  pressure  in  some  portions 
of  the  country.  .    . 

The  estimates  presented  for  new  appropriations 
and  for  expenditures,  in  1838,  were  quite  as  large 
as  the  views  of  the  different  departmenis,  at  the 
time  Congre?«  asbembled  in  December  last,  ap- 
peared to  justify.  But  the  unexpected  conlinuanceof 
the  Florida  war,  a  solicitude  to  induce  the  Chero- 
kees  to  remove  peaceably,  and  an  earnest  de- 
sire to  suppress,  with  promptitude,  all  ihreatened 
disturbances  on  our  northern  frontier,  with  seve- 
ral other  measures  of  less  importance,,  originating 
in  Congress,  led  that  body  to  make  appropria- 
tions  amounting   to  nearly  ten  millions  beyond 
those  requested  in  the  ajmual  estimates.    Some 
provision  of  additional  means,  corresponding  to 
this  excess,  became,  therefore,  necessary ;  and,  in 
order  to  discharge  the  excess,  and  guard  against 
contingencies,  as  well  as  avert  the  consequences  of 
a  protracted  suspension  of  specie  payments  by  the 
banks.  Congress  wisely  granted  the  additional  au- 
thority both  to  sell  the  bonds  oT  the  United  States 
Bank  and  to  ij^sue  new  Treasury  notes,  instead  of 
such  as  might  be  paid  in  before  the  lime  for  their 
redemption  arrived.    The  apprehensions  of  em- 
barrassments in  ihe  finances  within  ihe  year,  which 
had  arisen  from  those  unexpected  appropriations, 
and  from  the  failure  that  then  continued  among 
the  banks  in  most  quaiteis  of  the  Union  to  return 
lo  specie  payments,  were  removed  by  these  oppor- 
tune provisions.    Occasions,   however,  have  not 
yet  arisen  to  require  the  full  use  of  either  of  them. 
The  whole  amount  of  Treasury  notes  outstanding 
at  any  one  time  since  they  were  first  authorized,  in  Oc- 
tobsr,  1837,  has  never  equalled  ten  millions  of  dollars. 
The  amount  now  outstanding  is  only  $7,754,5f60. 
Beside  the  restrictions  on  the  sale  of  the  bonds  of 
the  United  Suites  Bank,  Ihf   want  of  power  to 
guaranty  their  eventual   payment,  and  ihs  short 
period  they  had  to  run,  with  the  great  quanuiy  of 
State  stocks  in  the  market  ot  a  better  character  for 
permanent  investment,  caused  some  temporary  in- 
convenience, and  prevented  any  offer  for  ihem 
above  par,  either  at  home  or  abroad.    The  sale, 
however,  of  one  becoming  expedient,  it  was  effected 
within  the  limitations  prescribed.    It  has  not  yet 
been  found  necessary  to  dispose  of  the  oih^r.    But 
it  is  expected  that,  when  the  period  for  redeeming 
most  of  the  outstanding  Treasury  notes  arrives,  it 
must  be  sold,  unless  other  means  to  meet  the  public 
engagements  shall,  in  the  mean  time,  be  provided 
by  Congress.  ,     ,     ,     , , 

If  Ihe  receipts  from  customs  or  hn\s  should  ex« 
ceed  the  estimates  made  for  the  eoFUsngyear,  which, 
in  the  vacillations  of  trade,  is  not  very  improbable, 
still  it  is  not  supposed  the  excess  will  be  so  large 
that  all  the  expected  charges  on  the  year  can  be  de- 
frayed without  a  sale  of  the  remaining  bond,  or 
some  equivalent  resoarce. 

The  estimates  of  receipts  for  1839,  rest  on  the 
following  general  views:    An  overflowing  tide  of 


n 
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specnlatjon  and  bank  issues,  like  that  of  1836,  is 
not  anticipated,  while  th«  reeeni  evils  and  disasters 
from  these  sources  are  fresh  in  rcmembfance. 
I^Toi',  on  the  contrary,  is  any  expeciaiicn  entertain- 
ed of  a  repetition,  so  soon,  of  the  mercantile  revul- 
sions whicii  characterized  the  year  1837. 

The  receipts  from  duties  during  the  last  ytar,  if 
the  bonds  had  not  been  poHtponed,  wonld  have  been 
about  $16  000,000.  Those  of  the  present  year,  in 
the  ordinary  operation  of  the  laws,  without  the 
postponed  bonds,  will  not  probably  exceed 
$13,000,000. 

By  supposing  a  lar^ 9  increase  of  50  per  cent,  in 
1839,  beyond  the  ordinary  receipts  for  the  last  year, 
they  would  amount  to  between  nineteen  and  twenty 
millions,  and  would  be  larger  than  the  receipts  in 
1635.  Such  an  increase  would  be  greater  than  in 
any  previous  year  of  ttur  history,  not  affected  by 
commercial  restrictions,  foreign  wars,  or  important 
changes  in  the  tariff. 

Considefiog  that,  under  the  present  credits,  the 
duties  actually  paid  within  any  aaleadar  year  must 
be  estimated  chiefly  on  the  imports  from  the  first  of 
July  preceding,  to  the  first  of  July  in  that  year,  and 
that  two  biennial  reductiens  in  the  tariff  have  oc- 
curred since  1835,  it  is  believed  that  nineteen 
or  twenty  millions  is  an  estimate  sufficiently  high 
for  1839. 

But  as  the  receipts  of  late  have  depended,  much 
less  than  formerly,  when  credits  were  longer  and 
almost  universal,  on  the  amount  of  bonds  taken  in 
previous  years,  ,ihe  estimates  must  be  much  more 
conjectural;  and  intestine  commotions,  wars  in 
Europe  or  on  our  own  borders,  fluctuations  in  crops 
or  prices,  and  various  other  contingencies  in  the  en- 
suing year,  which  cannot  be  foreseen  or  computed, 
may  vary  the  result  several  millions. 

The  reduced  receipts  both  from  lands  and  duties 
in  1837  and  1838,  as  compared  with  the  two  pre- 
ceding years,  were  anticipated  by  the  department 
in  1636,  and  a  permanent  provision  to  meet  any  de- 
ficiency was  earnestly  urged  on  the  consideration  of 
Congress. 

Confident  as  were  the  expectations  entertained 
by  many,  that  the  revenue  of  1837  would  be  so 
great  as  to  justify  further  large  deposites  with  the 
States,  and  severe  as  were  the  censures  bestowed 
on  those  who  expressed  apprehensions  of  a  diffe- 
rent result,  a  striking  dimunition  in  the  revenne 
actually  occurred.  Although  any  difference  of 
opinion  on  a  point  of  so  much  importance  to  the 
public  faith  was  deeply  rtgrctied  by  the  depart- 
ment, yet  it  felt  constrained,  at  that  time,  to  regard 
many  appearances  of  extraordinary  prosperity  as 
delusive;  ihe  existing  surplus  as  temporary  and 
fallacious  in  its  characte.;  and  consequently  be- 
lieved that  much  of  it  w&s  likely  to  be  required 
in  ;^Jiew  years  to  meet  deficiences  in  the  revenue, 
arising  fiom  the  progressive  reduction  of  the  tariff, 
and  tuose  fluctuations  in  income  and  expenditure 
to  which  all  Gk)vernmenls  are  more  or  less  subject, 
and  to  which  our  own  system  of  finance  is  pecu- 
liarly exposed. 

Apart  from  the  contingencies  of  war,  and  other 
exigencies  affecting  expenditure,  it  is  impossible, 
under  the  ebbs  and  ^floods  of  trade  and  specula- 
tions of  all  kinds,  which,  with  the  present  banking 
system,  are  as  certain  though  not  so  rrgalar  as  the 
tides,  that  a  revenne  derived  chiefly  from  foreign 
importations,  and  the  sales  of  land,  should  not 
vibrate  with  such  changes.  The  Department, 
therefore,  has  discharged  a  duty  deemed  imperative, 
in  urging  on  the  attention  of  Congress,  at  several 
sessions,  some  permanent  and  eflicient  arrangement 
for  enabling  the  Treasury  to  meet  such  fluctua- 
tions without  injury  to  the  public  credit. 

On  one  occasion,  permanent  legislation  in  re- 
spect to  this  point  did  take  place.  But  that  has 
been  repealed,  or  indefinitely  postponed  by  the  act 
of  Ociobcr  12,  1837;  and  the  temporary  measures 
subsiiiute'l,  haviiig:  nearly  ceased  their  operation, 
the  necessity  for  t^oine  funht^r  provision  is  apparent. 
The  fv)im  seems  to  be  the  great  question  of  diflicul- 
ty;  there  being,  it  is  apprehended,  a  general  con- 
currence of  views  in  favor  of  having  some  effectu- 
al provision  on  a  subject  of  such  obvious  impor- 
tance. 

The  investment  of  a  part  of  the  surplus  in  the 
Treasury  in  Stale  stocks,  in  the  manner  which  for 


several  years  has  been  snr.  cs>rolly  practised,  un- 
der the  acts  of  Congress,  as  to  large  sums  belong- 
ing to  the  Indians,  so  as  to  constitute  a  provident 
fund  to  meet  contingencies  and  ilactuations,  was 
the  mode  first  recommended  by  the  department. 
But  a  substitute  for  this  plan  was  preferred  by 
Congress,  which  directed  the  whole  surplus  to  be 
deposited  with  the  States  for  safekeeping,  and  ena- 
bled the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  recall  it, 
whenever  needed  for  public  purposes.  In  the  au- 
tumn of  1837,  howevrr,  when  the  necessity  of  re- 
sorting to  this  8i)bstiiute  was  in  view,  Congress 
postponed  its  operation.  Instead  of  it,  the  power 
to  issue  Treasury  notes  for  a  Umited  period  wa^* 
granted,  and  for  additional  security  against  defi- 
ciencies, the  deposite  of  the  fourth  instalment  with 
the  States,  was  deferred  till  next  January,  and 
afterwards  the  power  to  sell  the  bonds  of  the  United 
Stales  Bank  was  added.  But  both  of  those  powers 
will  soon  be  inoperative,  and  without  some  further 
legislation  on  this  subject,  which  shall  be  of  an  effi- 
cient character,  and  be  available  at  an  early  day, 
the  preservation  of  the  public  faith  must  be  endan- 
gered. 

Recent  experience  is  foil  of  admonition  on  this 
question.  Since  the  extinguishment  of  the  nation- 
al debt,  and  especially  within  the  last  three  years, 
it  has  been  the  policy  of  Congress  to  avoid  a  large 
balance  in  the  Treasury  immediately  available, 
which,  if  unemployed  for  tha  public  service,  was 
regarded  as  taken  from  the  circulation  of  the 
country,  and  in  some  degree  hoarded,  though  de- 
posited in  banks  which  had  made  the  public 
money  the  basis  of  enlarged  operations.  This 
policy,  as  it  obviates  the  hazard  attending  snch 
operations,  aa  well  as  the  imputation  of  im- 
proper influcfnce  in  the  management  of  the  money, 
is  certainly  the  most  prudent.  But  the  preserva- 
tion of  the  public  faith,  either  under  the  former 
practice  of  keeping  the  money  in  banks,  or  under 
the  proposed  system  of  an  Independent  Treasury, 
may  occasionally  render  other  resources  necessary, 
from  the  considerable  fluctuationa  which  are  fre- 
quently occuring  in  our  receipts  and  expenditures 
from  year  to  year,  and  even  from  month  to  month. 
Thus,  the  receipts  from  the  usual  sources,  which 
were,  in  1834,  abont  twenty-one  millions,  rose 
unexpectedly  in  1836  to  forty-eight  millions;  but 
fell  again  as  suddenly  in  1837  to  only  about  nine- 
teen millions.  So  the  aggregate  expenditures  in 
1834  and  1835,  independent  of  any  payments  for 
trusts  or  the  national  debt,  were  only  seventeen  or 
eighteen  millions;  but  from  Indian  wars  and  other 
causes  they  rapidly  rose,  and,  notwithstanding  the 
diminution  in  receipts,  have  remained  since  not  far 
from  thirty  millions  yearly.  Again,  in  the  month 
of  January  last,  the  expenditures  were  oaly  about 
one  million  eight  hundred  thousand  dollars;  and  in 
May  last,  only  two  million  two  hundred  and  forty- 
two  thousand  dollars;  but  in  July,  they  suddenly 
increased  to  over  four  million  five  hundred  thou- 
sand dollars,  being  an  excess,  in  a  single  month,  of 
nearly  two  millions  end  a  third,  or  more  more  than 
enough  to  sweep  off,  in  thirty  days,  the  whole  ba- 
lance on  hand.  Consequently,  at  any  period,  with 
only  a  million  or  ti)^o  in  the  Treasury,  and  the  cur- 
rent receipts  being  less  than  two  millions  monthly, 
it  is  obvious  that  the  public  engagements  could  not 
all  be  punctually  met,  unless  some  power,  like 
tho^e  before  named,  shall  exi^t  to  provide  for  calls 
so  unequal  in  different  portions  of  the  year,  as  well 
as  in  different  years.  Though  the  receipts  for  any 
one  year  may  be  equal  to  the  whole  expeniitures 
within  it,  even  that  will  not  remove  the  difficulty. 
The  expenditures  may  be  required  in  larger  propor- 
tions in  the  first  half  oi  the  year,  and  the  greatest 
receipts  occur  in  the  last  half. 

Having  the  power  to  issue  Treasury  notes  during 
1838,  the  department  has  been  enabled,  by  the  aid 
of  that  and  other  means,  to  meet  every  authorized 
*'0gagement  with  punctuality.  A  power  of  a 
similar  kind  has  been  found  in  other  countries, 
during  more  than  a  century,  to  be  indispensable 
to  sustain  public  credit.  It'  ivc  krcp  only  a  small 
available  balance  in  the  Treasury,  and  realize 
only  the  comparatively  small  income  which  is  de- 
sirable since  the  discharge  of  the  national  debt,  and 
this  income  shall  continue  to  be  affected  by  the 
periodical  fluctoatioas  of  receipts  which  are  pio- 


b&ble,  under  the  ^s^l^ges  foiog  on  in  the  tariff,  «i 
wellasitt  baokiA^and  the  habits  of  trade,  thii 
power,  or  some  cquivaJenl  resource,  seems  to  be 
essential  to  the  support  of  the  public  faith,  iv  Kb 
scrupulous  manner  ivqajred  by  justice  and  sonaL 
pohcy. 

The  estimates  of  expenditurea  in  1839,  han 
been  formed  on  the  most  economical  basis  iHrfel 
the  dififlerent  departments  thtnk  the  public  int^tte 
will  permit.  They  are  less  than  those  of  either  t 
the  two  preceding  years,  under  many  heads,  aa^ 
are  several  millions  less  than  either  the  appropn 
ations  made  by  Congress  in  those  years,  or  the  eg* 
penditures  actually  paid  within  them.  Ju^gini 
from  past  experience  alone,  tke  probabilities  wpotd 
be,  that  the  appropriations  to  be  made  at  the  |i^ 
sent  session  will  exceed  by  some  millions  the  eSi- 
mates  submitted. 

But  such  additional  appropriationa,  to  anj  oo» 
siderable   extent,   are  not  anticipated,  when  df 
whole  drcumstancee  of  the  country  and  of  ^ 
Treasury  shall  have  been  calmly  reviewed  by  Chk* 
gress.    No  doubt  exists  with  the  undersigned  ttutl 
prudence,  at  this  time,  requires  a  reduction,  ia« 
ther  than  an  increase,  in  the  aggregate  af  theafr 
naal  appropriations.  Besides  what  is  dictated  on  lUr 
subject  by  a  wise  public  frugality,  and  the  straiteM 
condition  of  the  Treasury,  it  is  jprebable  that,  fef 
the  gradual  reduction  in  tbe  tariff,  which  is  in  nv^ 
gress  under  the  existing  laws,  the  receipts  mm 
customs,  which  now  average  sixteen  or  seventeca 
millions  yearly,  will,  by  1849,  be  so  far  diminlabsl 
as   not  then   to  exceed  ten  or  twelve  miltioBa 
Hence,  if  the  annnai  expenses  do  not  by  thai 
period  undergo  a  reduction  in  some  degree  earn' 
spending,  so  as  not  to  surpass  that  sum  and  'thi 
few  additional  millions  which  may  then  be  derived 
from  the  sales  of  the  public  lands,  an  anplsantf 
resort  to  another  increase  of  the  tariff,  or  to  a  n* 
call  of  deposites  with  the  States,  or  to  permaMil 
loans,  will  then,  if  not  sooner,  become  ind&pensiM 

The  further  details  connected  with  the  diili}a|« 
lion  in  our  revenue  by  1849,  under  the  tSSk 
laws,  were  so  fully  exhibited  in  the  annual  r^ofl 
in  1835,  that  the  undersigned  forbears,  on  this  a|» 
casion,  to  repeat  them.    But  in  commencing  ||| 
unpleasant  task  of  reduction  in  the  expeadita^ 
a  question  naturally  arises  as  to  what  itcinaj 
should  first  be  applied.    The  department  wm 
not  be  understood  as  uiging  retrenchmetit  or  po^ 
mony,  where  the  object  is  great,  pressing,  and  oQj^ 
stilutional.    It  has  always  approved,    not   od% 
those  appropriations  which  are  necessary  to  satiifr 
the  ordinary  wants  of  the  public  service,  and  oUsefl 
rendered  proper  to  vindicate  our  rights  and  n^ 
tional  character  in  war,  but  those  which  our  onex* 
ampled  increase  In  territory,  numbers,  and  weaUl^ 
may  have  required,  in  order,  at  all  tim««,  to  af- 
ford due  protection  to  persons  and  property  abroad 
as  well  as  at  home,  and  discbarge  with  efficieac^ 
ail   those  momentous   duties    which   have    beeH 
cleariy  and  wisely  devolved  on  the  Oovemment  dt 
the  Union.    A  judiciary  for  twenty-six,  instead  of 
thirteen  States,  must  of  course  require  mc.*e  oflSoen 
aad  expense.    An  army  to  guard  an  inland  fronttei 
of  five  thousand  miles  in  extent,  and  embracing  (Oft 
million  and  a  half  of  square  miles  of  territory  nui^ 
than  in  1789;  and  a  navy  to  protect  a  sea  coast  pil 
over  hree  thousand  miles  and  a  commerce  of  tldt 
millions  tennage,  instead  of  less  than  half  a  mfl* 
lion,  with  annual  imports  and  exports  of  nearij 
three  hundred  millions  in  value,  instead  of  forty 
three  millions,  must  necessarily  require  a  large  ad 
dition  to  the  pablic  burdens.  But,  at  the  same  titn^t 
some  of  these  circumstances  evince,  with   eqoti 
clearness,  a  flattering  change  in  ouf  ability  to  sa$" 
tain  those  burdens. 

This  country  is  not,  like  most  others,  statiooaiyr 
either  in  its  fiscal  wants  or  us  fi^cal  means,  but  ex*  I 
hibits  more  clearly  every  year  the  interesting  de* 
yelopment  of  the  wants  and  means  of  manhood 
compared  with  those  of  infancy. 

Besides  the  increastd  demands  on^  the  Treasuq 
before  mentioned,  Ut^re  Y^^*^  s'^tniig  up  a  light-hi>Ar 
establishment,  excee^i^  Vj^exteai,  tha%of  a»y<< 
the  powers  in  Burop^  ^1 M  a  V^an  o£  river  and  har 
boi  imptovemcuts,  ^^^  ^^VaVJ^'^  naU»aal  rotdf  \ 
hos^wJ^  miatoj  totxJ^'*^^^^  wtaoties,  navj 
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jaiAs  dodoi  and  Yarious  public  edifices,  id  some 
i^ive  aued  to  ovr  present  growth  and  Qecessities. 
Ob  Aesiher  hind,  ooiRspondtns  cfaing<ei,  eqoalij 
gicalf  n  9W  nmuves,  have  foriuMitelf  ooearredy 
ud  wJnch  list,  wbeoever  required  by  the  pahlie 
«B(iV  lave  been  doplajwdwiih  great  [facility,  as 
enaoalia  ihe  iaoetae  of  oor  ananai  reTenoea,  fron 
^•tecMyand  ihiny  miUloiisof  doHan.  These  re- 
naoohsve  enabled  as  aoC  only  todiscbaiye  all  the 
i^afaied  eaneDt  expenditeics,  bat  to  deftay  from 
oie  to  tvo  bandied  millions  of  national  debtin- 
cvedisddcaoo  of  oar  liberties;  extiagaish  the 
hdjaa  title  lo  the  greater  part  of  seTwal  new 
tai,was  toatend  the  booadaries  of  dviliza- 
teaodobriitiaoity;  aad  make  a  liberal  depoaite 
vidmh  Ike  Aaies  of  a  snrphn  in  oor  income,  ex- 
eeedJsf  teenty-eight  millions  of  dollars.  Hence 
dK  farioas  officers,  institotions,  aad  departments, 
iffnpriaie  for  admiBistefing  the  whole  of  these  af- 
Apraad  ia  fine  for  executing  the  laws  of  the 
teml  Gkivenuncfit  in  respect  to  sixteen  instead 
ffte  nilhoes  of  people  are  not  so  moeh  just 
spinofeoeipJaint,  as  of  admonition  to  increased 
MMion  in  Rgslatiag  establisfaments  and  expeadi* 
an  neemarily  so  mneh  enlaiged..  It  is  certain 
fctamoflhaii,  howairer  laudable  in  their  on* 
PiCnbejedidoasly  redoced  as  the  advanced 
f^poior  oooipletioa  of  the  business  and  works 
1»«yGhtbejr  lelaie,  may  sanction  the  measure, 
tttvoiidkesoand  economy;  aad  its  reasonable- 
MB  shonld  be  duly  appreciated  by  those  who 
CMHKasveUas  thoae  who  pay  thepnbllcre-. 
me. 

b  the  midst  of  fiscal  operations  so  much  greater 
a  ammat,  and  extended  oTpr  a  territory  so  much 
viler,  soee  can  be  insensibte  to  the  further  fact, 
filttfacy  open  »  avenue,  which  cannot  be  too 
doMlj  gnarM,  to  various  excesses  in  expenses 
(librrvise  n^efol,  sad  to  numerous  incidental 
thngn,  vfaidk  though  not  dishonest,  may, 
•  tntiay,  be  foond  neither  necessary  nor 
9diL  AU  these  will  demand  untiring  watoh- 
ttm^  or  their  aecamalation  must  prevent 
tMewftwtiaBo,  which  it  is  believed  the  public 
ttyilt  eaa  in  many  cases  bear  without  injury; 
vlahaoBport  vith  the  economical  principles  al- 
ytahe  eheiiahed  in  Republican  forms  of  Qo' 
snB(af;vhich  the  frugal  and  virtuous  habits  of 
itgnat  nas  of  our  population  demand;  and 
^HAaicdeeoMd  essential  to  avoid  embarrass- 
mtia  the  present  and  approaching  condition  of 
fii^ptUbiaeome. 

Ibeqfstem  of  internal  improvements  is,  for  in- 
<^  Tolnntary,  bat  very  expensive,  end  the 
(Whahaost  entirely  of  the  last  thirteen  yean.  So 
Bahtfepart  of  our  light-house  establishment  and 
fiitileations. 

Ppciaot  true  wiKlom  require  reductions  and  post* 
FBaawMsinsppiopriations  towards  these  objects, 
1^^  till  ihB  revenoe  of  the  country  &hall  again 
dMdy  isdisate  the  safety  and  convenience  of  pnsh- 
«|teiwiihBioK  Vigor? 

Iftttepnapeecive  alate  of  the  finances,  ought 
^  aaneroos  doaalions  to  local  projects,  which 
1^  of  hie  years  bean  so  common,  to  be  likewise 


JJppenaon  grants,  which  are  in  a  great  degree 
Plrttoos,  exceed  in  expense  annually  what  was 
ae^Wt  yeariy  cost  of  the  Qeneral  (government, 
gyafcnt  ef  the  public  debt,  from  1789  to  1799. 
Wm  fenerous,  therefore,  and  grateful,  and 
2"  js^i,  may  have  been  the  feelings  which  led  to 
■wiaoease  in  times  of  a  great  and  incrcasins?  re- 
Wit,  does  not  prudence  teach  us  to  exercise  cau- 
Mk|>i  auking  Auther  additions  to  them,  while  the 
■Visiuidergoing  a  gradual  reduction? 
^«  soggestions  might  be  extended  to  other 
■tai  of  a  similar  character;  bot  enough  has  been 
jNM  to  attract  attention  to  the  subject  generally. 
Jartaioontof  receipts  and  expenditures  depcnd- 
Jl^the  laws  and  the  condition  of  the  country, 
■■•Jt  on  this  department,  ihe  latter  can  only  re- 
jjP*ad  measores  which  appear  suitable  in  rcla- 
g^ftgp-  Having  done  this  on  the  present 
^git  Aeerfully  leaves  their  adoption  or  rrjec- 
■vwieii  properly  belongs,  to  the  superior  wis- 
«nd  experience  of  Congress. 


VII.  OV  THB  KIND  OP  CORaKNCT  aCCUVCn  FOR  TBX 
PUBLIC  OCXS,  AND  TBB  RXSCMPTION  OP  SFXCiX 
PATMBNT8  BT  THE  RANKS. 

The  two  circulars  annexed  contain  all  the 
instructions  which  have  been  issued  by  this 
department  concerning  the  currency  receivable 
for  public  dues,  since  the  passage  of  the  resolurion 
of  Congress  on  that  subject  in  May  last,  and  the 
act  of  July  5,  1838.  Previously,  the  notes  of  spe- 
cie paying  banks,  as  well  as  specie  and  Treasury 
notes,  were  permiued  to  be  taken  for  duties,  but 
only  the  last  two  for  lands.  A  great  part  of  the  ac» 
tual  receipts,  however,  for  both  duties  and  lands, 
was  in  specie  and  Treasury  notes.  Since  these  in« 
structions  were  given,  more  than  half  of  the  re- 
ceipts for  duties  has  consisted  of  notes  of  specie 
paying  banks.  Most  of  those  for  lands  continue  to 
be  as  before. 

The  kind  of  currency  that  should  be  taken  for 
the  public  dues  has,  heretofore,  been  fully  dis- 
cussed by  this  department,  and  as  the  views  then 
presented  remain  unchanged,  it  is  not  proposed,  at 
this  time,  to  enlarge  on  any  former  suggestions. 

But  what  currency  it  is  the  most  prober  to  en- 
courage for  private  as  well  as  public  pufoses,  lit  a 
topio  intinutely  connected  with  the  recent  resump- 
tion of  specie  payments. 

Both  these  matters  have  of  laU  had  a  highly  im- 
portant bearing  on  our  financial  operations;  and 
the  striking  contrast  between  the  state  of  Ihe  conn- 
try  in  1814,  and  its  condition  in  1837,  in  reoiver- 
ing  from  the  suspensions  of  specie  payments  whidk 
occurred  in  those  years,  furnishes  so  instructive  a 
lesson  on  the  subjects  before  mentioned,  as  to  jus- 
tify and  require  a  few  details  in  connection  with 
them. 

At  the  former  period,  there  wore  only  about 
seventeen  millions  of  specie  in  the  United  States, 
whether  in  banks  or  in  active  circulation.  This 
sum  would  average  but  two  dollars  to  each  indi- 
vidual of  our  population  at  that  time.  Small  bills 
were  receivable  in  almost  every  State  and  by  the 
General  Qovemment.  Such  being  the  amount  of 
specie  and  the  condition  of  the  currency,  the  Go- 
vernment felt  compelled  to  acqtiiesce  in  the  impo- 
litic, as  well  as  unjust,  reception  of  depreciated 
paper  of  all  kinds  for  public  dues;  and  the  suspen- 
sion of  specie  payments,  always  calamitous  how- 
ever short,  was  protracted  nearly  three  years.  It 
was  then  terminated  only  by  great  personal  sacri- 
fices, by  numerous  insolvencies,  and,  as  many 
have  supposed,  by  the  co-operation  of  a  new  Na- 
tional Bank,  which  its  friends  established  under  the 
belief  of  its  utility,  if  not  necessity,  to  efiTect  the 
acoomplishmeat  of  that  object. 

But  in  1837,  the  condition  of  the  currency  had 
beconia  materially  changed.  There  were  about 
eighty*  millions  of  specie  in  the  country,  equal  to 
five  dollars  per  head  of  our  population,  or  more 
than  double  the  former  average. 

It  had  been  thus  increased,  principally,  by  the 
firm  aad  persaTcring  policy  of  the  General  Go- 
vernment, during  the  last  four  years,  to  discourage 
the  use  of  small  notes,  and  introduce  gold  more 
extensively  into  the  currency. 

In  this  state  of  things,  the  public  ofllcers  at  once 
declined  to  violate  the  laws  and  countenance 
partiality  among  debtors,  by  receiving  depreciated 
paper,  and  that  of  very  different  values,  for  pub- 
lic dues.  Without  hesitation,  they  also  refused 
unjustly  to  abandon  the  specie  standard  of  value 
cilh<»r  as  to  payments  or  receipts,  and  hence  sus- 
tained, throughout,  both  that  standard  and  the  uni- 
formity in  imposts,  so  wisely  established  by  the 
Constitution. 

.  This  step  tended  strongly  to  enconrage  a  re- 
sumption of  specie  payments,  and,  in  conseqaence 
of  it,  and  of  other  measures  about  to  be  explained, 
the  suspension,  though  it  was  more  general  than 
the  former  one,  ceased  in  some  places  within  less 
than  a  year,  and  has  already  ended  in  most  parts 
of  the  Union  without  any  aid  from  the  dangerous 
and  overshadowing  influence  of  a  National  Bank. 
T*he  essential  difference  in  the  course  which  the 
public  officers  were  able  to  pursue,  as  to  the  kind 
of  money  received,  and  the  earlier  period  and 
greater  ease  of  resuming  specie  payments,  bear  no 
unequivocal  testimony  to  the  wisdom  of  the  policy 


which  had  previously  been  adopted  in  relation  to 
the  improvement  of  the  currency. 

It  is  believed  that  about  seven  hundred  banks 
and  branches,  situated  in  twenty-two  States  and 
Territories,  have  already  resumed  specie  payments. 
These,  including  not  far  from  thirty  which  never 
suspended,  make  seven  hundred  and  thirty  now 
paying  specie.  Seventy  mure  are  expected  to  re- 
sume on  or  before  the  first  of  the  ensuing  month. 
Of  the  residue,  amounting  jlo  about  twenty-five, 
with  a  capital  of  from  three  to  four  raillions,  it  is 
believed  that  six  or  eisht  are  winding  up  their  con- 
cerns, becaose  unprofitable;  and  that  the  rest  are 
insolvent. 

Soon  after  the  suspension,  this  department 
urged  the  deposite  banks  to  use  their  utmost  efforts 
to  resume  specie  payments  at  an  early  day. 

It  was  pressed  that  each,  as  an  act  of  sound  poli- 
cy, no  less  than  of  strong  moral  obligation  and  im- 
perative duty  under  the  laws,  should  resume  specie 
payments  the  moment  it  was  able  safely  to  effect 
them;  or,  at  least,  that  all  the  banks  in  particular 
neighborhoods,  cities,  counties,  and  States,  should 
unite  in  doing  this,  whenever  able,  without  waiting 
for  weaker  institutions,  or  more  embarrassed  re- 
gions of  the  country. 

The  adoption  of' that  course  in  some  Stales, 
however  much  the  measure  was  questioned  at  the 
time,  and  perseveringly  opposed  by  many  banks  as 
well  as  influential  individuals,  has  proved  fortu- 
nate, and  reflects  great  credit  on  the  sagacity,  firm- 
ness, and  iatelligence  of  those  who  adopted  it.  The 
encouragement  given  by  the  department  to  such 
institutions  as  resumed  specie  payments,  by  ti&k< 
ing  no  paper  but  theirs  for  public  dues,  and  by 
preferring  them  in  the  transaction  of  public  busi- 
ness, was  not  without  salutary  influence.  Suits 
against  the  banks  in  default,  unless  apparently 
Insolvent,  were  also  forborne,  and  drafts  continued 
with  great  advanuige,  to  be  issued  gradually  on 
all  that  were  disposed  to  make  satisfactory  ar- 
rangements with  the  pubUc  creditors,  and  thus 
lessen  those  large  immediate  liabilities  which  stood 
in  the  way  of  early  resumption. 

Indeed,  every  facility  was  promised  and  extend- 
ed, which  the  limited  power  of  the  department  per- 
mitted; and,  on  its  reconunendation,  further  mea- 
sures of  reasonable  indulgence  to  the  merchants 
and  banks  indebted  to  the  Government  received 
ihe  prompt  attention  of  Congress,  and  doubtless 
contributed  much  to  shorten  the  suspension. 

Under  the  laws  granting  such  indulgence,  the 
aggregate  of  merchants'  bonds,  the  payment  o 
which  was  postponed,  is  supposed  to  have  reached 
between  four  and  five  millions  of  dollars.  The 
chief  benefit  of  this  measure  was  felt  in  the  At- 
lantic section  of  the  country,  while  a  similar  ex- 
tent of  relief  was  experienced  principally  in  the 
west  and  southwest,  by  the  allowance  to  the  banks 
of  a  long  delay  in  paying  the  balances .  due  from 
them. 

The  curtailment  of  paper  issues,  which  was  urg- 
ed by  this  department  in  1836  as  indispensable 
to  prevent  impending  disasters,  and  in  1837  as 
equally  indispensable  to  remove  them  and  restore 
specie  payments,  has,  since  their  suspension, 
equalled  at  least  thirty  millions  of  dollars.  Auother 
striking  fact  is,  that  the  curtailment  wai  most  rapid 
and  thorough  in  those  sections  of  the  country  where 
the  resumption  of  specie  payments  fiist  took  place, 
and  the  exchanges  were  first  equalized.  The  diffe- 
rence is  believed  to  be  still  more  stnkin?  between 
May,  1837,  and  May,  1838.  Nor  has  this  event 
been  accompanied,  as  many  predicted,  by  any 
ruinous  fall  in  the  prices  of  labor,  or  ot  our  great 
staple  commodities.  As  a  further  illustration  of 
some  of  the  real  causes  and  cures  of  the  embarrass- 
ments in  the  currency,  it  is  computed  that  within 
a  year  from  the  suspension,  a  reduction  was  ef- 
fected in  bank  discounts  exceeding  forty  millions; 
that  there  was  an  increase  of  the  whole  amount  of 
specie  in  the  country,  five  millions;  and  that  the 
aggregate  at  this  time  most  be  from  eighty-five  to 
ninety  millions  of  dollars.  The  oiTiciai  returns  of 
the  imports  and  exports  of  gold  and  silver  duriL^r 
the  year  ending  September  30,  1838,  are  give  )  in 
the  table  annexed,  and  the  former  in  that  time  will 
be  found  to  exceed  the  latter  more  than  fourteen 
millions. 


suspebsioQ  of  specie  payments  is  the  condition  of 
the  domestic  exchanges  during  the  past  year,  as 
compared  with  some  former  periods.  Altbongh  in 
1825  a  National  Bank  had  been  in  full  operation 
for  several  years,  and  in  1819  for  two  years,  those 
exchanges  were  then  qnitc  as  much  deranged  be- 
tween most  places  as  in  1837.  But  of  laie  they 
have  improved  more  lapidly  than  in  the  two  for- 
mer periods,  without  receiving  any  aid  from  new 
banking  incorporations  by  the  General  Oovern- 
ment. 

This  fact  demonstrates,  that  the  great  nominal 
difference  in  exchanges  at  both  periods,  has  been 
produced  by  circumstances  over  which  national 
legislation  possesses  but  little  influence. 

When  excesses  of  indebtedness,  or  other  com- 
mercial causes,  render  money  more  df  sirable  in 
one  place  than  anorher,  then,  and  not  till  then,  the 
legitimate  difference  in  exchanges  begins;  and  that 
ditference  can  never  be  corrected  by  banks  or  legis- 
lation, b;it  only  by  the  great  laws  of  trade  chang- 
ing the  relative  indebtedness  and  demand. 

But  when  a  nominal  difference  in  domestic  ex- 
changes occurs,  extending  beyond  two  or  three  pei 
cent,  or  the  small  actual  cost  of  transporting  spe- 
cie to  the  most  distant  cities  in  the  Union,  it  is  the 
consequence,  not  of  an  unequal  indebtedne^  alone, 
bat  ot  that  and  an  unequal  quality  or  vsfue  in  the 
local  b/ink  currency;  and  which  event  has  been 
produced,  and  can  be  removed,  only  by  measures 
operating  on  the  soundness  of  that  Currency.  Each 
State  has  in  its  own  power  an  effectual  remedy  for 
any  suffering  by  high  exchanges  from  this  source. 
Independent,  and  true  to  its  vital  interests,  it  can 
always  adopt  such  effectual  regulations  in  banking, 
as  will  remove  the  scoora;e  of  a  depreciated  paper, 
and  thus  avert  any  ruinous  rate  of  domestic  ex- 
change. 

From  the  whole  of  these  considerations,  it  is 
ipanifes!  that  the  recent  resumption  of  specie  pay- 
ments and  the  equalization  of  exchanges,  have 
both  been  facilitated  by  the  large  amount  of  specie 
which  has  of  late  years  been  introduced,  and 
the  coarse  of  policy  pursued  in  other  respects  by 
the  General  Government,  on  topics  connected  with 
the  circulating  medium  and  the  banks. 

A  restoration  of  equality  in  the  foreign  exchanges, 
also,  and  a  perseverance  in  extinguishing  old  debts, 
with  increased  forbearance  to  contract  new  onpi«,  - 
either  at  home  or  abroad,  have  revived  that  foreign 
confidence  which  had  been  withdrawn  with  such 
disastrous  precipitation.  These  favorable  changes, 
united  with  a  diminution  in  speculations,  whether 
in  banks,  lands,  or  commerce,  and  a  return  to 
stricter  frugality  in  individual  expenses,  and  to 
more  industrious  energies  for  a  livelihood,  have 
aided  good  crops  and  some  minor  agencies  in 
bringing  about,  with  greater  rapidity,  events  the 
roost  desirable,  and  a  condition  of  the  country  high- 
ly auspicious.  In  many  quarters,  money  has  be- 
come comparatively  abundant,  interest  lower,  and 
trade  and  manufactures  active. 

Nothing  more  seems  to  be  necessary  to  perpetuate 
the  present  healthy  action  of  the  currency,  except 
a  rigid  adherence  to  the  system  of  policy  which,  by 
honest  and  resolute  efforts,  has  produced  the  im- 
provement. It  cannot  but  be  wise  in  respect  to  the 
circulating  medium,  for  the  Gfeneral  Gavernment 
to  persevere  in  a  course  which  prepaied  the  country 
better  to  meet,  and  quickly  carried  it  through,  so 
fearful  a  crisis.  It  wuuld  deem  prudent,  likewise, 
for  the  States,  profiting  by  past  experience,  to  insist 
on  reform  in  their  banking  institutions,  and  par- 
ticularly on  grmter  self-denial  in  their  business,  by 
imposing  additional  checks  on  overissues,  and 
stronger  limitations  to  excessive  discocnts.  The 
present  system,  if  unchecked,  has  inherent  defects 
of  an  alarming  character;  and,  without  indulging  in 
timid  misgivings  or  unjust  suspicions,  it  may  be 
said  to  tend,  by  its  expansions  and  inevitable  con- 
tractions, to  unsettle  frequently  the  value  of  labor 
as  well  as  of  the  whole  property  of  the  country. 

The  Gknsral  and  State  Governments  might,  also, 
with  manifest  advantage,  abstain  from  applying 
any  stimulants  to  the  overaction  of  all  kinds,  that, 
under  such  specious  but  treacherous  hopes,  deluded 
so  many  into  the  recent  embarrasstnents. 

This  would  not  evince  any  hoatihty  either  to 


perly  regulated;  but  would  serve  to  avert  ruin  from 
both.   . 

Several  of  the  banks,  whirh  are  under  the  con- 
trol of  real  capitalists  and  officers  of  prudence  and 
foresight,  have  become  satisfied  that  the  use  of  the 
public  money  for  discounts,  subject  to  the  restric- 
tions of  the  present  deposite  act,  and  the  liabilities 
to  refund  it  suddenly,  which  must  exist  with  a 
small  balance  in  the  Treasury,  is  attended  with 
much  inconvenience,  and  is  likely,  in  the  end,  to 
prove  more  injurious  than  profitable  to  the  banks 
and  th«ir  borrowers,  as  well  as  to  the  Qovemment. 
So  widely  impressed  iias  this  conviction  become, 
that  some  of  those  institutions  have  declined  to 
receive  public  depasites  under  the  special  provi- 
sions of  that  act. 

VIII.   ON    THK     MANNXB    OP    XBXPINO     TRI     PUBLIC 
MONBT,  AND  THS  CRANOKS  PROPOSBD. 

The  present  laws  in  regard  to  the  keeping:  of  the 
public  money  are  detective  in  several  particulars, 
which  were  explained  in  the  last  two  reports  on 
the  finances. 

The  full  advantages,  either  of  the  system  of 
State  banks  or  the  proposed  one  of  an  Independent 
Treasury,  are  not  now  enjoyed;  while  the  .depart- 
ment, without  all  the  securities  which  are  practica- 
ble, is  subjected  to  some  of  the  inconveniences 
and  many  of  the  risks  attending  both. 

The  measures  it  would  recommend  as  most  sui* 
table  to  remove  the  various  imperfections  which 
exist  on  this  subject,  have  been  so  recently  and 
fully  explained,  that  a  reconsideration  of  them  all, 
at  this  time,  cannot  be  regarded  as  necessary. 

Iris  deemed  proper,  however,  to  communicate  to 
Congress  such,  details  as  are  matedal  for  under- 
standing, with  accuracy,  the  mode  in  which  the 
public  money  is  now  kept,  and  for  appreciating  du- 
ly the  importance  of  those  additional  checks  and  se- 
curities which,  though  proposed  as  a  part  of  the 
plan  for  an  Independent  Treasury,  appear  to  be 
imperatively  required  under  any  system. 

Four  of  the  six  banks  reported  at  the  last  session 
of  Congress,  as  retained  under  the  deposite  act  of 
June  23,  1836,  sAU  continue  to  be  general  deposi- 
tories. Of  the  other  two,  the  People*3  Bank,  at 
Bangor,  and  the  liOuisville  Savings  Institution,  the 
former  has  surrendered  itb  charter,  and  the  latter, 
having  declined  the  general  trust,  is  now  employed 
merely  for  special  deposites.  The  names  of  the 
four  banks  retained  are  annexed,  with  the  amounts 
in  each,  subject  to  draft  on  the  1st  instant,  and 
their  condition  gcmerally.  Collectors  and  receiv- 
ers, residing  near  to  these  institutions  have  conti- 
nued to  deposite  in  them  as  formerly.  Drafts  are 
seldom  made  directly  on  officers  so  situated,  nor 
are  any  considerable  amounts  of  public  money  long 
retained  by  them.  At  points  where  other  general 
depositories  were  needed,  the  department  has  not 
yet  been  able  to  complete  arrangements  with  any 
banks,  which  were  both  competent  and  willing  to 
be  selected  under  the  specific  provisions  of  the  de- 
posite act. 

In  many  of  these  last  cases,  therefore,  the  prac- 
tice has  been  to  leave  the  public  money  with  the 
officers  collecting  it,  to  be  held  in  their  own  custo- 
dy, or  placed  in  special  deposite  in  banks,  during 
the  short  period  which  might  elapse  before  it  was 
wanted  and  drawn  from  them  by  drafts  in  favor  of 
the  public  creditors. 

A  list  of  the  collectors  and  receivers  from  whom 
the  money  has  generally  been  so  drawn,  and  who 
had  any  amounts  on  hand  subject  to  draA  the  1st 
instant,  is  annexed. 

The  rest  of  those  classes  of  officers,  who  have 
collected  funds  beyond  the  sums  needed  to  defray 
their  current  expenditures,  and  who  were  not  con- 
veniently situated  to  conform  to  either  of  the  above 
arrangements,  have  been  required  to  make  depo- 
sites of  the  same  in  banks  to  the  special  credit  of 
the  Treasurer.  - 

Other  funds  received  fh>m  the  exchange  of  Trea- 
sury notes,  from  collections  by  attorneys  and  mar- 
shals, from  patent  fees  and  miscellaneous  sources, 
have  also,  in  msft  instances,  been  placed  in  banks 
to  the  credit  of  the  Treasurer,  in  special  deposite, 
except  such  amounts  as  could  advantageously  be 
put  into  the  mint  and  its  branches,  for  the  only 
two  purposes  authorized  in  the  laws  on  that  subject. 


special  depositories,  with  the  sums  in  each.  Thi 
amounU  retained  in  the  mint  and  its  brmtrhi 
under  the  provisions  of  those  laws,  are  subjolDed* 

In  the  absence  of  suitable  general  depoait«ia% 
some  money,  due  from  certain  State  haiikB»  hm 
been  allowed  to  remain  in  deposite  to  the  9^emaii 
credit  of  the  Treasurer,  till  it  was  waoled  for  pnhsi 
lie  payments;  they  being,  under  all  the  ' 
stances,  considered  proper  depositories  for  that 
porary  purpose.  A  schedule  of  these  banks,  vh^  { 
the  sums  remaining  in  each  subject  to  draft  a4  ikic  i 
last  reuinis,  ia  annexed. 

But  this  system  of  special  deposites,  or  of  depia*^; 
sites  to  the  special  credit  of  the  Treasarer,  1m%  I 
from  oonvenienoe,  and  indeed  almost  from  ppcicwi  ; 
ly,  not  generally  corres^ded  with  the  usual  fonm  >\ 
of  special  deposites. 

A  momenta  reflection  will  show,  that  any  depQ». 
site  not  subject  to  be  paid  out  by  the  banks  ia  tM 
absence  of  the  depositor,  though  at  times  ooav»i'! 
nient  for  officers  living  near  hanks,  would  eauaa  ; 
much  inconvenience  to  those  residing  renaoto  Ikois-  ! 
them;  and  that  the  making  of  frequent  diabwrn^^ ! 
ments  from  it,  by  th3  latter,  would  be  utterly  ia*: 
practicable.    The  Treasurer,  in  commoa  praetia% 
should  retain  his  funds  only  ia  sach  condilioa  at 
wUI  allow  them  to  be  paid  out  promptly  on  tboMO^ 
merous  drafb  which  must  be   made  ia  fa^or  «#  < 
claimants  in  every  seotioa  of  the  ooantiy.     Foie' 
this  purpose,  when  a  deposite  of  them  is  made,  il 
must  be  general,  or,  if  special,  it  must  be  with  iA' 
understanding  or  contract,  not  only  that  they  aiw 
to  be  ready  for  his  call  at  all  tisaes  and  under  all  i 
circumstances,  but  that  they  are  to  be  paid  oat  at: 
his  various  drafts,  without  bis  actual  presence. 

From  these  details  it  is  apparent,  that  the  pnt» 
sent  system  of  keeping  the  public  money  is  veiy< 
complicated,  and  it  may  be  deemed  fortunate  thaii 
the  department  has  been  able,  during  the  paa  yeai«, 
to  conduct  large  financial  operations  under  it  vidip, 
out  great  public  inconvenienpe.    Few  persoqsaaii  , 
doubt,  that  some  change  in  the  laws  on  this  satjssH. 
is  proper.    But  whatever  plaa  Congress  may  adof^i  \ 
too  great  care  cannot  be  exercised  in  providiiig  te  , 
best  possible  securities.  All  those  additional  gaaill 
against  defaults,  which  have  been  urgently  roepin^ 
mended  in  the  last  two  rqx>rts  on  the  finaaee6»i9i  ; 
incorporated  into  the  bill  to  establish  an  Indepm* 
ent  Treasury,  are  considered  important.     Reeool- 
experience  in  respect  to  the  benefits  of  only  orikx  • 
nary  collateral  security  evinces  the  utility  of  a«dlkj 
measures. 

Thus  the  losses  expected  to  be  sustained  ftom  d|^ ' 
posiie  banks  since  1834,  aie  very  small  in  compilk ; 
son  with  those  sustained  between  that  period  nil ! 
1817.  This,  in  a  considerable  degree,  is  tobaal^*; 
tributed  to  the  additional  requirements  of  amdk 
security.  | 

The  improvement  was  voluntarily  iotrodsMall 
by  the  department  in  1833,  and  was  afterw»Hk| 
sanctioned  by  Congress  in  the  deposite  act  of  16SC' 

The  measure  insured  greater  care  in  the  mabagP 
ment  of  the  banks,  and  an  increased  watelifolnelii 
by  the  sureties  in  times  of  diflicnity,  to  take  «4ft 
cient  steps  to  indemnify  the  Treasury.  ''*i 

With  a  view  to  illustrate  further  the  eflfeoaa  l4 
requiring  coUcteral  security,  incases  both  of  buMM 
and  collecting  officers,  as  well  as  to  commoiuaM 
interesting  facts  in  connection  with  the  safely  m 
keeping  the  public  money  from  the  foundalioB  «| 
the  Government,  several  tabular  statements,  pi# 
pared  by  the  department,  are  herewith  preaeaieii.  ' : 

Pint.  A  list  of  the  banks  still  indebted  to  lh| 
United  States,  for  defaults  previous  to  the  ckfl| 
of  1834,  none  oPwhich  are  believed  to  haya  siwi| 
originally,  any  collateral  security,  is  annexed.  Vi| 
whole  amoutot  now  due,  without  computing  ai^i 
terest,  equals  $1,000,676;  and  a  great  part  ofttij^ 
must  be  regarded  as  a  total  loss.  ; 

Second.  Another  list  of  indebted  banks  is  aiB| 
nexed,  most  of  which  gave  collateral  securiq^ 
The  remaining  dues  frofl^  ^^^  ^^^  ^^  Treasnm; 
on  defaults  accruing  bt^tween  1834  and  Octohaft 
1837,  ihou^  at  first  v»ff  ^^^^  ^*^^  ^<^  rcdne^ 
toabOTiX  j|a,400,00^    *'^tftatt,Vtaoiall,ofih«iy  i 
debta,  wivhsome  o^^i^Cr  o*'^^  ^^  ^xiXiixc  distant   i 
ing  ofl«R\^totuv^^J^     5»v«vv*,\i  it  confidm 
ly  e»V««^  ^VW  UK  x^  tr  X\«^^^*  1 
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The  im  imtalment  dae  from  tboee,  which  have 
nee  ofeated  other  bonds  aad  giiren  aew  security 
vader  tlit  act  of  Odober,  1637,  has  been  promptly 
ace,  and  porlioDs  of  the  second  have  already  been 
admeed  hj  some  of  them.  Soils  are  pending 
agusit  oal7  two  on  aocoant  of  their  Uabilitiea. 

flMljf.  Hie  eventual  losses  sustained  from  re- 
CBren  asd  collectorB,  while,  as  a  part  of  the  bank 
iefoak  sfstem,  they  were  colketing  the  public 
fuiij  to  be  siterwarda  placed  for  safe  keeping  in 
biBb,  were,  at  the  hut  session,  estimated  at  a  sum 
la^i«gfioaf^O^,000  to  $1,200,000.  (See  printed 
irpoft  to  Hoa&e  of  RepresentatiYas  98th  Febniary, 
I«8,  Ko.  101 ) 

Collateral  secority  had  generally  been  taken  of 
llMse  oSeasi  but  in  former  times  it  was  not  always 
iasohiseaiDoaoisaiid  with  so  great  care  as  of 
hie,  and  eonfcqueaUy  most  of  the  foregoing  losses 
ki^fifd  many  years  sgo. 

A  list  cf  All  those  officers  who,  on  the  12th  of 
Oetobff,  1837,  the  ^me  designated  in  the  resolution 
of  tiie  HoQse  of  Representatives,  stood  on  the 
bwbof  tbeTreasary,  as  having  neglected  to  set- 
ih  their  aecoants  in  season,  may  be  seen,  with 
ie  aflMSSBt  charged  to  each,  in  the  printed  re- 
port laade  on  the  15ch  of  January  last,  (docu- 
MSt  No.  111.)  But  several  of  these  were  not 
ta  aetBatfy  indebted  to  the  United  States,  though, 
hivia^  neglected  to  adjust  their  accounts  at  the 
IWassry,  tbey  c&mf  within  the  express  words 
of  the  rewfiition,  and  eonseqnently  were  ju- 
dsM.  Some  defanlis  have  oocurred,  or  been 
droeofcml  since  Osiober,  1837;  but  it  is  not-ap- 
prcftenkd  that  any  los^^es  will  ultimately  be  sas- 
ttised  from  the m  except  in  the  case  of  the  former 
cijUector  of  Nrw  York.  That  case  has  been  rc- 
crotiy  iJefeciedj  and  th^  defalcations  are  supposed 
\o  bare  been  cod  tinned  for  many  years,  and  to 
bare  ivached  a  large  amount.  From  their  cha- 
nosTt  tb'T  cbjld  perhaps  have  been  effectually 
pRvealid  only  by  penalties  for  false  relnms,  a  sys- 
iRB  of  cash  duties,  and  personal  inspections  of  mo- 
Myaad  Touchers,  with  paoishments  for  misuse  of 
tepoMic  funds,  similar  to  what  was  urged  in  the 
ie|mtfix)m  this  department  on  the  finances  in  Sep- 
leabcr,  1837.  It  is  intended  to  make  the  partien- 
hf9«f  this  case  the  subject  of  a  special  report  to 
Ike  FMdrat,  for  the  consideration  of  Congress. 

l%e  requirement  of  collateral  hoods  has  un- 
M*td\y  d.'minished  many  of  the  losses  before 
■fonoaed.  But  notwithstanding  every  precaution 
zfr!  spcarity  heretofore  in  force,  the  whole  ot  tnese 
ddiia!is,whetber  by  €M)Uecturs,  receivers,  or  banks, 
hn  oeeured  under  the  old  systems  of  making  de- 
poitci  io  a  United  States  Bank  or  State  banks  for 
nibeastodf. 

0nder  either  of  those  systems,  if  unreformed, 
GDBgrev  most  continue  to  employ  officers  to  collect 
te  jnblie  money,  as  well  as  banks  to  keep  it 
after  eollee^,  with  all  the  former  risks  and  proba- 
Meknesiaddent  to  both  classes  of  agents.  But 
As  piupceed  plafl  of  an  Independent  Treasury, 
vith  all  its  checks  and  guards^  will  diminish  the 
■aofaer  of  risks,  and  tend,  in  several  lespectic,  to 
aiea|iben  the  pubjc  security.  By  requiring  the 
wBBovempk»ycd  iu  collections  to  hold  most 
af  Ik  nosey  for  a  time  in  deposite,  it  adopts  only 
tlirlof  the  agents  under  either  of  the  former  sys- 
ttaiSlDd  hence,  dispensing  with  the  banks,  unless 
it  9ty  be  for  a  few  strictly  special  deposites,  avoids 
tt>t,if  not  all,  of  the  risks  and  losses  which  have 
^  Mtiained  frona  that  class  of  agents. 

It  h  Inie  that  under  this  plan  it  is  contemplated 
*«]»«  on  coUceliBg  officers  the  duly  of  keep- 
H  Mnevhat  longer,  in  a  few  cases,  and  m 
tHHieaewhat  larger  in  others,  the  money  which, 
J>^  the  other  syatenas  sine*  1789,  those  officers 
Woonceled;  and  ihr^  or  four  new  offices  are 
Pped  to  be  estahUsbeii,  (a  hoki  general  receipts 
•depodie  at  a  few  central  point<f.  These  changes 
Me  til  the  material  oacs  wbidi  have  been  recom- 
■•M  an  this  point.  Bot,  to  increase  the  public 
*nnty  BBder  all  datiee  aew  or  old,  as  well  as 
jjyof  aay  new  agents,  ampl«  bonds  are  to  be  re- 
^M^  seeaaianal  examiaatioAS  of  theii  fuqds  and 
JwiiHi,  of  a  new  and  rigonroi  obaractcr,  intro* 
^ttd;  the  use  of  the  former  strictly  prohibited; 
udaew  andaeTere  penalliett  abovld  be  mfomA  oa 


fraud,  falsehood  in  returns,  and  embezzlements,  by 
rendering  tiem  penitentiary  offences. 

Honext  diligence  can  never  suffer  by  these 
changes,  while  carelessness  in  business  and  laxity 
of  principle  will  be  prevented,  or  expoeed  and 
properly  rebuked. 

Additional  safeguards  like  these  are  also  of  vital 
importance  in  a  moral  view,  by  more  effectually 
preventing  as  well  as  punishing  wrong. 

They  are,  therefore,  earneirtly  urged  again  on 
the  consideration  of  Congress.  Whether  looking 
to  further  security  or  other  important  ends,  one 
of  the  most  desirable  alterations,  which  is  incorpo- 
rated into  the  plan  of  an  Independent  Treasury, 
provides  that  any  use  of  the  public  money  for 
private  purposes  be  hereafter  considered  illegal, 
and  punished  as  a  dangerous  breach  of  trust. 
The  experience  of  the  last  few  years  demonstrates 
the  propriety  of  such  an  organic  change  of  our 
system,  whoever  and  whatever  may  be  the  fiscal 
agents  employed.  The  change,  to  far  as^  respects 
mere  collecting  or  disbursing  ofhcer?,  will  have 
a  decisive  tendency  to  preserve  not  only  the  Go- 
vernment, but  them  and  their  securities,  frum 
those  losses  which  it  was  never  cont.?mflRt«?d 
ihey  should  hazard,  by  making  loan?  or  specu- 
lations with  funds  he!d  in  sacred  trust  for  purposes 
entirely  public  in  their  character,  and  constant  in 
thf  ir  i^emnnds.  Had  such  a  provision  been  adopted 
early  in  onr  legislation,  doubtless  it  would  have 
prevented  most,  if  nut  all,  of  the  losses  heretofore 
sustained  from  ibo5e  classes  of  officers,  and  much 
wretchedness  which  has  befallen  both  principals 
and  sureties.  Some  of  (he  earliest  acts  of  Congress 
wisely  prevented  officers  of  the  customs,  and  of  the 
Treasury  Department,  from  being  concerned  in 
commerce,  or  dealing  in  the  public  lands,  or  public 
stocks.  These  restrictions  were  doubtless  introdu- 
ced chiefly  with  a  view  to  remove  the  temptation 
and  hazard  inciiietu  :o  the  pos.se^^''on  of  the  public 
money.  But  the  prohibition  to  employ  that  money 
for  private  purposes,  under  severe  penalties,  has 
not  ytt  been  introduced,  except  in  substance  in  the 
mini,  by  making  embezzlements  there  punishable 
as  felonies.  Its  expediency  has  been  urged  by  the 
department  heretofore,  and  seems  confirmed  by  ex- 
perience as  well  as  theory.  The  success  of  such  a 
provision  in  the  mint,  where  no  losses,  from  its 
establishment  to  the  present  moment,  have  for  so 
many  years,  and  after  having  the  custody  of  so 
many  millions  of  money,  been  known  to  occur,  is  a 
very  striking  illustration  of  its  efficacy. 

Finding  that  no  new  act  on  this  and  some  similar 
points  was  passed  by  Congress  at  its  late  session,  a 
circular,  bearing  on  ihem,  was  issued  by  this  de- 
partment sooii  after  the  adjournment,  a  copy  of 
which  is  annexed. 

In  regard  to  deposite  agents,  heretofore  consisting 
chiefly  of  bank-s  the  change  from  former  usages,' 
which  would  be  in  i  rod  need  by  ^uch  a  prohibition, 
would  be  greater.  But  the  present  condition  of  the 
Treasury  and  of  the  country  is  highly  auspicious 
for  the  reform.  Diminished  as  is  the  balance  of  the 
public  money  now  on  hand,  and  manifest  as  is  the 
policy  of  tb«  Government  to  keep  it  so  hereafter, 
the  apparent  pecuniary  disadvantage  caused  either 
to  the  banks  or  their  customers  would  be  slighter 
than  at  any  former  period. 

In  the  mean  time,  and  under  the  speculating 
mania  rf  the  age,  the  alteration  would  yield  a 
most  valuable  protection  against  the  recurrence  of 
disa<«trous  adventures,  so  far  as  stimulated  by  the 
more  easy  loans  of  such  funds,  through  bank  de- 
positories, and  against  the  consequent  losses  to  the 
institutions  themselves,  as  well  as  bankruptcies  and 
misery  to  numerous  individuals. 

Above  all  other  considerations  in  favor  of  this 
change,  if  we  advert  to  sound  views  in  political 
economy,  will  be  its  influence  in  removing 
every  temptation  to  the  dangerous  disposition  to 
increase  taxes  or  revenue  on  account  of  their  inci- 
dental use  for  assistance  and  capital  in  private 
enterprises.  It  would  also  restore  official  practice 
to  the  true  theory  of  the  Constitution,  which,  in  its 
primitive  parity,  must  undoubtedly  have  imended 
that  the  public  money  should  be  collected  solely  for 
public  purposes,  and  should  be  kept,  not  for  the 
emolameat  of  individuals  or  corporations,  but 
for  thesiBgle  ot^eet  of  mattiflA  ^^^  prompti- 


tude and  fidelity,  the  obiigationa  of  the  Govern- 
ment. 

Originally,  the  departure  in  practice  from  this 
theory,  was  not,  in  auy  case,^  even  in  impUed 
terms,  allowed  by  Congress.  It  was  permitted  only 
by  early  construction  of  the  Treasury  Department; 
and  in  relation  to  deposite  banks  atone,  for  the 
benefir,  through  them,  of  the  mercantile  interest, 
which  constituted  their  principal  customers  and 
owners.  But  since  the  extinguishment  of  the  na- 
tional debt,  and  the  accumulation  of  large  balaiuses 
m  the  Treasury,  this  departure  has  been  expressly 
sanctioned  by  Congress,  in  the  -deposite  act  of 
1836,  and  has  tended,  very  undesignedly,  with- 
out doubt,  to  place  the  Government  in  the  invi- 
dious attitude  of  a  great  money  lender  of  its  cur* 
rent  funds,  rather  than  of  a  surplus,  and  that  for 
the  apparent  l>enefit,  not  of  public  bodies,  such  as 
States,  or  of  all  persons  equally,  but  of  particular 
corporations  and  particular  classes  of  society  im- 
mediately connected  with  them.  Besides  this,  the 
public  servants,  however  scrupulous,  have  thus  be- 
come exposed  to  the  grossest  imputations  of  favor- 
iti.sm,  partiality,  and  corruption,  in  making  these 
indirect  loans.  A  radical  change  in  the  system,  in 
this  respect,  is,  therefore,  very  desirable;  and,  by 
preventing  any  iidividual  or  corporate  employ- 
ment of  the  public  money,  would  render  both  the 
possession  and  the  superintendence  of  it,  which  are 
now  objects  of  jusi  jealousy,  but  mere  naked 
powers,  and,  by  their  great  responsibility,  danger- 
ous only  to  their  possessors.  •  They  would  become 
entirely  useless  for  either  political  influence  or  pri- 
vate emolument,  and  oould  contribute  nothing  to 
the  depraved  appetite  of  the  age  for  power  and 
speculation. 

But  important  as  are  the  eventual  safety  of  the 
public  money  and  purity  of  character  in  its  manage- 
ment, it  rot|»t  be  maniiest,  from  the  remarks  aU 
ready  made,  and  from 'the  warning  events  of  the 
last  two  years,  thai  legislation  should  look  not  only 
to  them,  but  much  further. 

Recent  occnnences  have  shown,  that  the  whole 
treasure  of  the  United  Stales,  when  intrusted  to 
banks,  is  liable,  in  critical  periods,  to  be  swept  at 
once  from  the  use  and  control  of  the  General  Go- 
vernment. 

The  good  faith  of  the  Union  may  thus  be  sud- 
,  denly  placed  in  extreme  jeopardy.  Indeed,  it  will 
be  fortunate  if  the  accumulated  ills  of  a  broken  pub  j 
lie  credit  throughout  the  land  are  not  actually 
added,  and  are  not  visited  on  the  labor  and  pursuits 
of  the  whole  people.  It  follows,  therefore,  though 
banking  institutions  have  never  been  regarded  by 
the  undersigsed  as  a  class  of  agents  generally  un- 
safe, when  looking  to  eventual  losses,  and  though 
the  additional  securities  and  prohibitions  before 
mentioned  might  be  incorporated  into  some  systeih 
of  banks,  but  witl^  less  facility  than  into  the  plan 
of  an  Independent  Treasury,  that  the  great  and 
widespread  danger  experienced  of  late  from  the 
employment  of  banks  as  fiscal  depositories,  is  one 
which  ought,  if  possible,  to  be  avoided.  Arising, 
as  it  does,  from  their  liability  to  a  general  suspen- 
sion of  specie  payments,  the  individual  officers 
who  hold  money  on  deposite  are  exposed  to  no  such 
calamity;  and  when  the  recent  suspension  hap- 
pened, the  specie  in  the  possession  of  many  of  them 
proved  exceedingly  seasonable  and  useful  in  dis- 
charging the  public  obligations,  in  tho  m;inner  im- 
peratively required  by  law.  Though  sn  apparent 
security  against  some  of  the  mortifyirfg  embarrass- 
ments, resulting  from  such  a  geneial  suspension, 
might  be  obtained  by  adoptiog  a  system  of  special 
deposites,  yet,  in  order  to  render  such  deposites  con- 
venient in  fiscal  operations,  the  banks  must,  as 
heretofore  explained,  have  access  to  the  fundfi,  and  . 
be  tempted  in  an  emergency  to  use  ihem.  The 
changes  which  have  been  proposed  in  keeping  the 
public  money  by  an  Independent  Treasury  would 
entirely  obviate  most  of  these  dangers. 

If  individual  agents  were  chiefly  employed,  if 
the  several  checks  and  securities  proposed  were 
adopted,  and  if  the  use  of  the  public  money  for  pri- 
vate purposes  were  prohibited,  under  severe  penal- 
ties, candor  must  concede  that  there  would  be  much 
less  tendency  to  any  of  the  evils  heretofore  de- 
scribed, and  none  to  the  greatest  of  all  disasters  ia 
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fiscal  agaats«-a  genefttl  refusal  to  meet  Ibeir  )ialM- 
litifs  in  a  legal  manner. 

No  cause  either  for  special  favor  or  hostility  be> 
tween  the  banks  and  the  Govemmeot  woald  then 
exist.  Withoatany  alliance  offensive  or  def«ps(ve 
between  ihem,  an  approprtata  and  occasional  use 
woald  still  be  asade  of  the  banks  by  the  Treasury, 
as  is  done  by  others,  whenever  convenience  should 
require  iu  But  neither  party  would  be  forced  into 
a  species  of  vassalage;  a  constaatf  necessary,  and 
dependent  connection,  which,  in  the  recent  crisis, 
has  been  found  not  only  perilous  to  public  credit, 
but  derogatory  to  one  of  the  parties,  and  subjecting 
both  to  continaed  imputations  of  those  unworthy 
influenoea  so  disreputable  to  the  community  as  well 
as  the  Qovemmenc 

On  the  whole,  it  is  apparent  that  the  system  of 
an  Independent  Treasury  is  more  plain  and  simple 
in  its  arrangements  than  any  other,  and  much  more 
accordant  with  that  or^lnally  in  use  after  the 
adoption  of  the  Constitution. 

It  is  uuer  to  the  spirit  of  that  sacred  instrument, 
and  those  elementary  self-sustaining  prmciples 
which  belong  to  an  independent  Government. 

It  is  more  free  from  several  formidable  dangers; 
and,  under  the  additional  guards  and  restrictions 
proposed,  is  likely  to  unite  all  attainable  security, 
with  efficiency  and  parity,  in  the  custody  of  the 
public  funds, 

In  fine,  experience  has  furnished  satisfactory 
proof  that  the  collecting  officers  can,  in  most 
places,  keep  and  disburse,  as  well  as  collect  the 
public  dues,  without  great  inconvenience;  and  that 
the  exclusive  employment  of  banks  as  deposite 
a«ents,  though  not  regarded  as  comparatively  un- 
safe in  relation  to  eventual  payment,  has  proved 
embarrassing  and  dangerous  in  other  respects,  and 
is  unnecessary,  provided  a  few  additional  receivers, 
and  the  additional  regulations,  cheeks,  apd  securi- 
ties which  have  been  urged  in  respect  to  collecting 
officefs,  are  adopted. 

IX.  ON  SEVXaiL  MTSCCLLANEOVS  MA1TBS8. 

Separate  reports  will  soon  be  made  on  varions 
other  matters  of  public  interest  confided  to  the 
charge  of  this  Department. 

These  will  include  one  on  the  progress  made  in 
the  manufacture  of  weights  and  measures,  and 
their  distribution  among  the  different  States  and 
custom-houses,  as  well  as  on  the  important  survey 
of  the  Atlantic  coast  of  the  United  Stales.  Another 
will  be  submitted  on  the  erection  and  discontinu- 
ance of  light-houses;  and  others  on  the  affairs  of 
the  Qeneral  Land  Office,  and  the  Mint  and  its 
branches. 

Since  last  December,  the  sixth  instalment  due 
from  France,  and  the  fifth  from  Naples,  for  indem- 
nities, aAer  being  punctually  paid,  have  been  trans- 
ferred to  this  country,  and  distributed  among  the 
claimants.  Notice  has  also  been  recently  received, 
that  the  arrearages  of  interest  due  from  France 
upon  the  first  four  instalments  have  been  paid,  and 
the  amount,  exceeding  a  million  of  francs,  will 
forthwith  be  adjusted  with  those  entitled  to  it. 

The  Smithsonian  legacy,  amounting  to  more 
than  half  a  million  of  dollars,  has  been  received 
and  invested.  For  particulars,  reference  can  be 
had  to  a  fecial  report,  which  will  be  made  to  the 
Presidenr  and  laid  before  Congress,  under  a  resolu- 
tion of  the  House  of  Representatives. 

At  an  early  day  it  is  intended  to  submit  to  that 
Hou^e  a  valuable  collection  of  facts,  incompliance 
with  its  resolution  calling  for  information  concern- 
ing the  number  of  steamboats,  locomotives,  and 
o\het  machinery  moved  by  steam  within  the  United 
States,  as  well  as  the  causes  of  the  explosion  in 
steam  boilers,  and  various  maKeis  connected  with 
that  interesting  subject. 

Such  other  questions  of  minor  importance  as 
have  been  referred  to  this  office,  will  be  answered 
as  early  as  practicable. 

It  is  hoped  that  the  undersigned  will  not  be  re- 
garded as  too  imporionate,  if  he  again  expresses  an 
earnest  desire  for  a  reorganization  of  the  Trea- 
sjry  Department. 

With  some  s!*ght  rhnng<?s,  rcnc'.rred  proper  by 
new  legislation  since  1835,  the  less  complex  and 
more  efficient  system  at  that  time  recommended  in 
a  separate  report,  would  be  a  great  improve- 
ment. 


That  portion  of  it,  proposing  a  separation  of  the 
duties  of  Commissioner  of  the  Customs  from  those 
of  oomptroliittg  accounts,  and  requiring  the  un- 
divided attention  of  one  bureau. to  each  subject,  is 
of  the  most  pressing  importance,  and  would  great- 
ly conduce  to  promptitude,  exactness,  and  skill 
in  the  respective  business  of  each. 

An  alteration  in  the  commencement  of  the  fiscal 
year,  and  a  revision  of  the  number  and  compen- 
sation of  custom-house  officers,  and  also  of  several 
laws  connected  with  the  collection  of  the  imposts, 
are  measures  still  as  desirable  as  when  they  were 
heretofore  submitted  to  the  consideration  of  (Jon- 
gresB.  Some  legtil  provision  on  the  subject  of  re- 
turn duties,  regulating  the  manner  of  keeping  them 
while  under  protest,  and  the  mode  of  repayment, 
is  necessary  to  remove  doubts  and  promote  the 
public  security.  The  employment  of  more  boys  in 
the  merchant  service  is,  in  some  degree,  connect- 
ed with  the  customs,  on  account  c?  ita  tendency 
to  afford  additional  proteotion  to  the  lives  and  pro- 
perty engaged  in  commerce,  as  well  to  improve 
the  morals  of  mariners,  and  prevent  smuggling 
mutinies,  and  piracies. 

The  encouragement  by  law  of  such  an  acquisi- 
tion to  the  marine  of  our  country,  by  soon  bringing 
into  active  csefulness  a  class  of  intelligent,  virtuous, 
and  able  seamen,  would  tend  materially  to  avert 
some  of  the  numerous  evils  from  that  quarter,  which 
now  bear  upoo  commercial  esergy  and  prosperity. 
Respectfully,  yours, 

LEVI  WOCtoBURY, 
Secretary  of  the  TVecfury. 

The  PremdetU  nfiht  Senate  nf  the  U,  S. 

Mr.  CLAY  of  Alabama,  in  pursuance  of  notice 
given  yesterday,  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  bring 
in  a  bill  providing  for  the  reduction  and  graduation 
of  the  price  of  the  public  lands;  which  was  read  and 
ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  CLAY  of  Alabama  gave  notice  that  to- 
morrow he  woald  ask  leave  to  bring  in  the  follow- 
ing bills : 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  John  Brahan, 
late  receiver  of  public  moneys  at  Htutsville,  Ala- 
bama. 

A  bill  for  the  ralief  of  William  Jones. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN  gave  notice  that  to-morrow 
he  would  ask  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Pierre  Menard  and  others. 

Mr.  HUBBARD  offered  the  following  resolntioa, 
which  was  unanimously  adopted: 

Resolvedt  That  the  34th  rule  of  the  Senate  be  so 
far  suspended  that  the  presiding  officer  of  the  Se- 
nate shall  appoint  for  the  present  session  the  mem- 
bers of  all  the  standing  committees,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce; and  that  the  Senate  shall,  previous  to  any 
such  appointment,  elect  by  ballot  the  chairman  of 
that  committee. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  suggested  that  the  balloting 
should  take  place  now,  which  being  assented  to, 
the  Senate  went  into  a  ballot,  which  resulted  as 
follows: 

W.R.King     -        ...    23 
Scattering       ....      3 

A  quorum  not  having  voted,  the  Senate  pro- 
ceeded to  a  second  ballot,  which  resulted  as  follows: 
W.R.King     -        ...    26 
Scattering        -        -       •       -      1 

Mr.  Kino  was  therefore  duly  elected. 

Mr.  NORVELL  presented  the  petition  of  Jede- 
diah  Hunt,  a  captain  in  the  army  during  the  late 
war,  asking  arrearages  of  pension:  laid  on  tb«  table. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  House  of  Re- 
presentatives, by  Mr.  Garland,  their  Clerk,  stating 
that  they  had  passed  a  joint  resolution  for  the  ap- 
pointment of  two  chaplains,  of  different  denomina- 
tions, one  for  each  House,  to  interchange  weekly, 
and  asking  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  resolution  was  read  and  ooneuned  in. 

The  Senate  then  adjourned.    - 

HOUSE  OP  REPRESENTATIVES, 
Wednesday,  December  5^  1839. 
The  Hon.  L.  SALTO^  STALL,  member  elect 
from  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  appeared,  was 
qualified  and  took  his  seat. 

The  SPEAKER  laid  hetoTt  the  House  a  com- 
mnaieation   (torn   the  Treisostr  of  tha  United 


States,  enclosing,  '1  pursuance  of  the  Utw  esta- 
blishiog  the  TreasOi?  Department,  accurate  copies 
of  the  accounts  kept  in  that  department  for  the 
past  year. 

Also,  a  oommuQication  from  the  Clerk  of  the 
House  of  Representatives,  enclosing  a  report  oC 
the  contingent  expenditures  of  his  office  for  the 
past  pear. 

Also,  from  the  Commissionfr  of  the  Publin 
Buildings,  containing  copies  of  all  contjacta  enter- 
ed into  by  that  office  for  the  past  year. 

The  above  were  all  severally  laid  on  the  table, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 
DEATH  OP  THE  HON.  WM.  PATTERSON. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  then  rose  and  said:  Mr. 
SpBAKxa:  The  painful^  and  melancholy  duty  has 
devolved  upon  me  of  announcing  to  this  House  the 
death  of  my  lamented  friend  and  aolleague,  Wm. 
pATTcasoN.  He  died  at  his  residence,  in  Warsaw, 
on  the  14th  day  of  August  last 

The  last  time  I  saw  him  was  in  this  Hall,  at  the 
close  of  the  late  session.  He  was  then  in  the  prime 
of  life,  and  apparently  in  the  full  enjoyment  ol 
health.  Biased  by  his  Creator  with  a  constitatioa 
that  never  felt  disease— environed  by  a  temper^jioe 
and  regularily  of  habit  that  ordinarily  bids  de- 
fiance to  its  approach — no  man  left  this  House 
with  fairer  prospects  of  returning  to  it  ag;aia. 
But  the  untinng  assiduity  with  which  he  devoted 
himself  to  the  discharge  of  his  duties  here  daring 
that  long  and  arduous  session,  doubtless  sowed  the 
seeds  of  that  disease  which  so  soon  terminated 
his  earthly  existence.  Beneath  the  external  gk>w 
of  health  thai  then  mantled  his  cneek,  was  i^di- 
ously  preying  the  canker-worm  of  death.  He  was 
barely  enabled  to  return  to  the  bosom  of  hia  Cainily, 
when  his  strength  gave  way,  his  reason  wandered, 
and,  in  a  few  short  days,  all  that  was  mortal  of 
William  Patterson  "slept  beneath  the  clods  of  the 
valley."  Would  that  his  melancholy  tale  ended  here. 
But  it  does  not  The  partner  of  his  earthly  joys 
and  sorrows,  worn  down  with  the  watchingaani 
anxieties  of  his  last  illness,  with  a  constitution  too 
feeble  to  support  the  accumulated  distress  of  a  sen- 
sitive mind^  sunk  Jbeneath  the  weight  of  her  aor- 
rows,  and,  in  a  few  days  after  his  intermeat,  she, 
too,  *'slept  the  sleep  of  death"  by  his  side.  What 
an  appalling  bereavement  to  his  infant  childrrn! 
They  are  now  orphans  in  this  wide  world,  exhflM* 
ting  in  their  changed  condition  an  awfnl  reality  of 
the  uncertainty  of  life  and  of  all  earthly  enjoy- 
meatSk 

But,  Sir,  though  gone,  he  has  left  behind  him  a 
name  and  reputation  dear  to  them  that  knew  him. 
Modest  and  unassuming  in  his  character,  kind  and 
generous  in  his  disposition,  honest  and  inflexible  in 
his  purpose— to  know  him  was  to  respect  and  es- 
teem htm.  His  heart  was  without  guile;  tiBd, 
though  he  made  no  professions,  yet  he  habicoaily 
practiced  all  the  virturs  that  adora  the  life  of  « 
most  exemplary  Christian. 

He  made  no  pretensions  to  litery^ry  acquirements 
or  statesmanlike  qualifications,  and  his  native  mod- 
esty naturally  induced  htm  to  seek  the  quiet   re- 
tirement  of    private    life.      But,    blessed     with 
good  sense  and  a  strong  and  retentive  memory » 
he    found    leisure,    amid    the  daily^'  toils  of  a  la- 
borious occupation,  to  cultivate  a  taste  for  reading, 
which  stored  his  mind   with   useful   facts.        AC 
the    unsolicited   request   of    his    fellow-citizens, 
he  reluctantly  yielded  his  assent  to  occupy   a  neat 
on  this  floor.    How  he  discharged  that  important 
trust  during  the  short  time  he  participated  in  o«r  de- 
liberations, is  known  to  you  all.  Duriaga  protracted 
and    uncommonly  arduous  session,  when  tnmny 
fainted  by   the  wayside,  he  was  alwaya  at    his 
poet.    During  a  time  of  oneomaion  enitemeat  and 
political  acrimony,  be  was  firm  in  the  bopport  of 
what  he  deemed  to  be  right,  yet  tolerant  to  Um 
opinions  of  others  with  whom  he  differed,    fas  aoe 
word,  he  was  constant  and  patient  in  the  dij^ehax^B 
of  all  hli  ofllScial  duties,  and  untiring  in  the  more 
humble,  but  useful  iaboraof  ^us  station.    Natural^ 
ly  frsnk,  honesty  and  confit^tng,  he  drfw  aronnd 
him  a  circle  of  friends,  nt^^    by  ihe  ttnadolt*»rat^ 
gofidoe?9  of  his  heart,  disaJm^^^^^^^^^^  "^P^ 
sition  of  its  rancor.    Fh^aiw  ^*  ^^^  **  Ttlatiom»  of 
life,  as  a  father,  husband    !oc^^'  ^^*"^'  eitizea^ 
and  leglBlalor,  he  was  ^^^tf^    '^^^  ^  ^^ 
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mamoCwfKX  for  his  many  virtaes  should  be 
valDDg,  I  offer  for  the  adoption  of  the  House  the 
lesotatioBS  which  I  send  to  the  Chair. 

tatiiod^  vnmnimcfudyj  That  this  Hoase  has  re- 
edTfdvith  deep  sensibility  the  annunciation  of 
IheifeadioflheHon.  William  Patterson,  a  Re- 
jmaeiitadTe  from  the  State  of  New  Yorlc. 

JEkifMi  HMmuMMtstt/,  That  the  members  of  this 
HdaK  wil!  lestify  their  respect^for  the  memory  of 
ihe  deceased  by  wearing  crape  on  the  left  arm  for 
dufty  days. 

DEATH  OP  HON.  A.  W.  BRUYN. 

Ui.  GRAY  then  rose,  and  addressed  the  House 
asfoUows: 

Ml.  BnAKZBz  I  sincerely  join  in  the  expression 
of  socrow  at  the  decease  of  our  late  lamental  friend 
aadflDUeague,  whose  death  we  have  just  heard 
umieed,  and  sjnnpathise  with  his  relatives,  and 
wpBCiiUy  his  children,  who  have  .suffered  a  double 
kniveaitm;  and  regret,  yes,  sir,  deeply  regret, 
tetlere  is  still  yet  to  be  announced  another  in- 
HUM  of  mortality,  which  occurred  during  the  re- 
cmot  Congress,  among  the  delegation  firom  that 
fittto^aftdtfaat,  too,  from  the  district  which  I  have 
the  teor  in  part  to  represent.  I  aliude  to  the  late 
Boa.  AvDixw  Dk  Witt  Brctyn,  who,  for  a  consi- 
denble  period  prior  to,  and  during  all  the  time  he 
enred  Jus  constituents  in  this  body,  suffered  under 
acoidiiaation  of  diseases  that  impaired  his  useful- 
■eshere,  and  finally  terminated  his  life  on  the  37th 
day  ef  Jnly  last,  at  his  residence  in  Ithaca.  A^ide 
fiaafte  irreparable  }o:«s  which  his  family  have 
wrtniiifd,  the  death  of  Judge  Bruyn  is  regarded  as 
BO  vSiuuj  calamity  to  the  community  to  whom 
he  was  Innmately  known,  and  by  whom  his  salu- 
tiiyiniloence,  both  in  public  and  private  life,  was 
Mtaad  appreciated.  In  all  situations  ia  life,  he 
vsifluibie  and  unpretending;  deliberate  in  form- 
ic \a8  opinions,  and  inflexible  in  maintaining 
Aen.  He  was,  in  all  respects,  an  honorable 
BaBsjnttty,  and  in  a  very  high  degree,  enjoy- 
infte  esteem  of  all  who  kn<>w  him;  and  those 
wbotaww  him  best  respected  him  most.  He  was 
alawyer  of  eminence,  distinguished  for  Ihe  clear 
ud  coBpiehensiTe  view  he  took  of  all  subjects 
for  his  consideration,  possessing  talents 
fitting  for  a  judicial  station;  and  after  a 
practice  in  his  profession  for  many 
yctn^he.  receiYed  the  appointment  of  firstjudze 
of  the  eoiuty  court  in  the  county  where  he  resided, 
&e  date  of  which  he  dischaiged  for  several  years, 
and  antilhe  was  elected  to  a  seat  in  this  body,  with 
dirtiagniriied  ability;  anil  when  he  resigned  to  en- 
Is  iqwB  hit  duties  here,  he  received  the  unanimous 
ud  eocdial  approbation  of  the  bar  of  hts  county, 
aad  Ikose  whose  peculiar'province  it  was  to  join  in 
a  upREsion  of  his  valuable  services  in  that  ca« 
f^^  Of  his  course  here  it  is  only  necessary  to 
RMt^  that  he  acquired  a  reputation  here  which 
hBKahtt&iaed  elsewhere,  of  a  pure,  upright,  and 
hoMSffian. 

Ib« leave  to  send  to  the  Chair  the  following 
icsIbioo,  and  move  its  adoption : 

hiiM,  That  the  members  of  this  House  len- 
ders ^  relations  of  the  deceased  its  sympathy 
OB  thk  mournful  event,  and  will  testify  their  respect 
telhe  meffloiy  of  ANDasw  Db  Witt  Brdyn,  de- 
CMied,  late  member  of  this  House  from  the  State 
tf  Hew  York,  by  wearing  crape  on  the  le A  arm 
ftrAiny  days. 

lleiesolmioQ  was  unanimously  adopted,  and 
^tti  motion, 

w  House  adjourned. 

IN  SENATE, 

TmmsDAY,  Bee  6,  1838. 

Ifr.  8PEMCE  of  Maryland  appeared  in  hts 
liaoe. 

tte  PRESIDENT,  in  pnnuanoe  of  the  resolu- 
fkaof  yesterday,  announ^  the  following  Stand* 


Committer  on  Fardgn  RelaHona. 
Mr.  Buchanan,  Chair*n.         Mr.  Riws, 
Tallmaogk,  Niues. 

Clay,  of  Ky. 

CcmmiUu  en  Hnanee. 
Ml*  Wright, Chairman.         Mr.  Benton, 
WassTER,  Hubbard. 

Nicholas, 

Commiitu  on  Commerce, 
Mr.  King,  Chairman.  Mr.  Norvbll, 

Davis,  •  Rugglxs. 

Brown, 

Commmee  on  Mmiujaehtres. 
Mr.  NiLEs,  Chairman.  Mr.  Strange, 

Lumpkin,  Rugglxs. 

Preston, 

Commiliee  on  Jgriculhurt, 
Mr.  SifiTH,  Conn.  Ch'n.         Mr.  McBjban, 
Spence,  Mouton. 

Linn, 

CommiiUe  on  MUUmj  Mmn. 
Mr.  Benton,  Chairman.         Mr.  Wall, 
Preston,  Allen. 

Tipton, 

CommtUee  on  the  .Mt/ifia. 
Mr.  Clay,  of  Alabama,  Chairman, 

Swift,  Mr.  Smith,  Conn. 

Mouton,  FbsTxa. 

ComtmtUe  on  J>r«mal  JSffmn. 
Mr.  Rives,  Chairman.  Mr.  Cutrbert, 

Southard,  Wiluams. 

Tallmadge, 

CommttUe  on  Public  Lttnde, 
Mr.  Walker,  Chairman.         Mr.  Ai^len, 
Pulton,  Prentiss. 

Clay,  of  Ala. 

Committes  on  Prttole  I^ond  CleCmt. 
Mr.  Linn,  Chairman.  Mr.  Mouton, 

Sevier,  Lyon. 

Bataed, 

Committee  on  InHan  4ffmrs. 
Mr.  White,  Chairman.         Mr.  Linn, 
Sevier,  Swut. 

Tipton, 

Comimtfes  on  CMme, 
Mr.  Hubbard,  Chairman.         Mr.  Young, 
Tipton,  Merrice. 

Crittenden, 
'   Commtttct  on  JlMoliiftonary  CUimM. 
Mr.  Brown,  Chairman.  Mr.  Norvxll, 

White,  Smith  of  Conn. 

Crittenden, 

Commtftee  on  Ihe  JudUiary, 
Mr.  Wall,  Chairman.  Mr.  Strange, 

Morris,  I^ercx. 

Clavton, 

Committee  on  Ike  PoU  OgUe  and  Post  Roude, 
Mr.  RoBiN80N,Chairman.         Mr.  Brown, 
Lumpkin,  Merrick. 

Knight, 

Committee  on  Roads  and  Canals, 
Mr.  Tipton,  Chairman.  Mr.  Lyon, 

McKean,  Foster. 

Young, 

Comunttee  on  Pensions. 
Mr.  Morris,  Chairman.  Mr.  Roane, 

Prentiss,  WillL4MS. 

Pierce 
Committee  on  the  Didrict  rf  CohmUna. 
Mr.  Roane,  Chairman.  Mr.  Bayard, 

Nicholas,  McKxan. 

Spence, 

Committee  on  Patents  and  the  Patent  Qfiee. 
Mr.  Strange,  Chairman.         Mr.  Davis, 
Prentiss,  Robinson. 

Lyon, 
Committee  fo  audit  and  control  the  conHngei^fimd  of 

the  Senati, 
Mr.  McKean,  Chairman.        Mr.  Fulton, 
Knight, 

Committee  on  Bngroesed  Bills. 
Mr.  Noryxu,  Chainnan.        Mr,  Bmra,  Ind. 
IfxaaiCK} 


Mr.  PRENTISS,  on  leave,  introduced  a  bill  to 
prohibit  the  giving  or  accepting,  within  the  District 
of  Columbia,  a  challenge  to  fight  a  duel,  and  for 
the  punishment  thereof:  read  twice,  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  presented  the  petition  of  Dr. 
Joseph  C.  Cornwall,  asking  for  a  pension:  referred 
to  the  Committee  en  Pensions. 

Mr.  NO.IVELL  presented  twelve  memorials, 
signed  by  upwards  of  a  thousand  of  the  inhabitants 
of  the  State  of  Miehigan,  praying  for  an  appropria- 
tion for  the  construction  of  a  harbor  at  Brest,  and 
for  a  lishl-house  at  Stony  Point,  Michigan:  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 
On  motion  by  Mr.  SWIFT, 
Ordered,  That  the  petition  and  papers  of  Williain 
Cooley,  on  the  files  of  the  last  session,  be  again  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Pensions. 
On  motion  by  Mr.  CALHOUN, 
Onlered,  That  the  petition  and  papers  of  William 
Williams,  on  the  files  of  the  last  session,  be  again 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims. 
Mr.  NILES  presented  the  petition  of  Esther  Ste- 
vens, widow  of  Captain  Moses  Stevens,  deceased, 
late  of  the  Revolotioaary  army,  praying  for  a 
pension:    referred   to   the   Committee   on   Pen- 
aions. 
On  motion  by  Mr.  CLAY  of  Alabama, 
Ordered,  That  the  petition  and  papers  of  Rich- 
ard Robinson,  on  the  files  of  the  last  session,  be 
again  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Claims. 

Mr.  FOSTER  gave  notice  that  he  would  to-mor- 
row ask  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  amend  the  act 
entitled  "  An  act  to  require  the  district  judges  of 
the  Umted  States  for  the  Eastern  district  of  Tennes- 
see, to  hold  a  court  at  Jackson'*  in  June  last. 
On  motion  by  Mr.  ROBINSOf^, 
Ordered,  That  the  petition  and  papers  of  Simeon 
Cove,  on  the  files  of  the  last  session,  be  again  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Pensions. 

Mr.  WALL  gave  notice  that  on  to-morrow  he 
would  ask  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  prevent  the 
counterfeiting  of  foreign  coins,  and  for  the  punish- 
ment thereof. 

Also,  a  bill  to  amend  the  act  entitled  "  An  act 
more  efifectually  to  provide  for  the  punishment  of 
certain  crimes  against  the  United  States.*' 

Mr.  LYON  gave  notice  that  on  to-morrow  he 
would  ask  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Obed  P.  Lacy. 

Mr.  TIPTON  gave  notice  that  on  to-morrow  he 
would  ask  leave  to  bring  in  a  hill  for  the  protec- 
tion of  the  emigrant  and  other  Indians  west  of  Mis- 
souri and  Arkansas. 

Mr.  NORVELL,  on  leave,  and  in  pursuance  of 
notice  given,  brought  in  a  bill  making  certain 
grants  of  land,  and  for  other  purposes:  read  twice, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

The  PRESIDENT  announced  a  communication 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  transmitting  a 
report  made  by  F.  R.  Hassler,  superintendent  of 
the  coast  survey,  and  the  work  for  esublishing  a 
uniform  standaid  of  weights  and  measures,  show- 
ing the  progress  of  each  work;  which, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WRIGHT,  was  laid  on  the 
table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN,  on  leave,  and  in  pon»u- 
ance  of  notice  given,  brough  in  a  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Pierre  Menard  and  others:  read  twice,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims. 
Mr.  CLAY  of  Alabama,  on  leave,  and  in  pur- 
suance of  notice  given,  introduced  the  following 
bills: 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  John  Braham, 
deceased,  lale  receiver  of  public  moneys  at  Hunts* 
riUe,  Alabama:  read  twice,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  William  Jones:  read 
twice,  and  referred  to  the  same  eommitiee. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  William  Bast:   read 
twice,  and  referred  to  the  Comnaittee  on  Claims, 
A  bill  for  tha  relief  of  John  BicCarty*  read 
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twic«»aod  rrferred  to  the  Committee  on  Indian 
Affairt>. 

Bir.  CLaY,  of  Alabama,  gaTe  notice  that  he 
would,  lo-inorrow,  aik  leave  to  bnng  in  a  bill  to 
esuiL'  sh  au  additional  land  district  in  the  State  of 
Alabama. 

Mr.  PRENTISS,  on  leave,  and  in  pnnnance  of 
previoat  notice,  introduced  the  following  bills, 
which  wf  re  severallj  twice  read  and  referred: 

A  bill  to  establish  a  board  of  commissioners  to 
hear  and  examine  claims  against  the  United  States. 

,  A  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  McLeod. 

A  bill  to  establish  a  pension  agency  at  Montpe- 
ier,  in  the  State  of  Vermont. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Elisha  Town. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Erastos  Fairbanks  and 
Thaddeus  Fairbanks. 

Mr.  KNIGHT,  on' leave,  and  in  parsuance  of 
notice  given,  introduced  a  bill  to  allow  a  drawback 
of  duties  on  imported  hemp,  when  manufactured 
into  cordage  and  exported:  read  twice  and  referred. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN,  on  leave,  and  in  pursuance 
of  notice  given,  introduced  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Thomas  Sumpter;  which  was  read  twice  and  order- 
ed to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

Mr.  KNIGHT,  on  leave,  and  in  pursuance  of 
notice  given,  introduced  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Sarah  Angel,  and  the  other  heirs  at  law  of  Benja- 
min Kisf;,  deceased:  read  twice  and  refened. 

Mr.  FULTON  gave  notice  that  to-morrow  he 
would  ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 
William  W.  Stevenson,  Joseph  Henderson,  and 
William  Archer. 

Also  a  bill  to  set  apart  a  certain  quantity  of  land 
on  the  western  borders  of  Arkansas,  as  bounty  lands 
for  those  who  shall  engage  in  the  defence  of  the 
western  frontiers. 

The  following  resolutions  were  submitted: 

By  Mr.  TIPTON, 

1.  Resolped,  That  the  Committee  on  Roads  and 
Canals  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  making  an  appropriation  for  the  consti  action  of 
the  Cumberland  road  in  the  States  of  Ohio,  India- 
na and  Illinois. 

S.  Resolved,  That  the  Committe  on  Roads  and 
Canals  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  ex- 
pediency of  making  an  appropjiation  sufficient 
to  complete  the  construction  of  the  Cumberland 
road  to  the  Mississippi  river,  or  to  Jefferson  City. 
Mo.;  the  appropriation,  when  made,  to  be  paid 
over  to  the  several  States  within  whose  limits  the 
road  is  situate,  in  annual  instalments:  Provided^ 
The  States  will  agree  to  accept  and  apply  the  money 
to  the  objects  intended,  and  discharge  the  General 
Government  from  any  further  appropriations:  Jind 
ymndedt  aUo,  That  the  States  have  authority  to  col- 
lect toll  on  said  road  sufficient  to  keep  the  same  in 
good  repair  after  its  completion,  and  allow  the  arms 
and  munitions  of  war  of  the  General  Gk>vernmenl 
to  pass  the  same  toll  free. 

By  Mr.  NORVELL, 

tUsolvedf  That  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary 
be  in&tructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  in- 
creasing the  salary  of  the  District  Judge  cf  the 
United  States,  for  the  District  of  Michigan. 

By  Mr.  HUBBARD. 

RuQlved,  Tliat  the  Committee  on  Pensions  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  amend- 
ing the  acts  of  Congress,  granting  pensions  for  dis- 
abilities incurred  during  the  last  war,  so  as  to  have 
the  pensionf:  of  such  invalids  commence  at  the 
time  their  disability  was  received;  agreed  to. 

Retolvedy  That  the  Committee  on  Pensions  be 
instructed  to  inqnire  into  the  expediency  of  allow- 
ing a  pension  to  Lemuel  White,  of  Vermont,  a  sol- 
dier of  the  Revolution;  agreed  to. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  HUBBARD, 
Oriatdy  That  the  petition  and  papers  of  Lemuel 
White  and  John  McNiel,  on  the  files  of  the  last 
seitsion,  be  again  referred  to  the  Commit  tee  on 
Pensions. 

The  bill  for  the  rednction  and  graduation  of  the 
price  of  the  public  lands  was  read  the  second  time, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  PIERCE  presented  the  memorials  of  Wil- 

liam  Fulton,  William  Rand,  and  Samnel  Collins, 

'  severally  asking  for  pensions  in  consideration  of 

Revolutionary  servkser,  which  were  referred  to  the 

Committee  on  Revolatlonary  Claims. 


On  mo;i(m  by  Mr.  RIVES, 

The  memorial  of  Com.  James  Barron,  laid  on 
the  table  yesterday,  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Naval  Affairs,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

On  moiiou  by  Mr.  NORVELL, 

Tlic  petition  of  Jedediah  Hunt,  laid  on  the  table 
yesterday,  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pen- 
sions 

On  motion  by  Mr.  WRIGHT, 

Ordered,  That  so  much  of  the  President's  Mes- 
sage as  relates  to  the  finances,  together  with  the 
annual  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  on 
the  same  subject,  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Finance. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  NORVELL, 

Ordered,  That  so  much  of  the  President's  Mes- 
sage as  relates  to  commerce  be  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Commerce. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  ROBINSON, 

Ordered,  That  so  much  of  the  Presidents  Mes- 
sage as  relates  to  the  Poet  Office  and  post  roads 
be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and 
Po5t  Roads. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  RIVES, 

Ordered,  That  so  much  of  the  President's  Mes- 
sage as  relatej  to  naval  affairs  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  CLAY  of  Alabama, 

Ordered,  That  so  much  of  the  President's  Mes- 
sage as  relates  to  the  public  lands  be  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  WALL, 

Ordered,  That  so  much  of  the  President's  Mes- 
sage as  relates  to  the  Judiciary  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  CLAY  of  Alabama, 

Ordered,  That  so  much  of  the  President's  Mes- 
sage as  relates  to  the  militia  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Militia. 

After  the  consideration  of  Executive  business, 
the  Senate  adjourned  over  until  Monday. 


HOUSE  OP  REPRESENTATIVES, 
Thorsdat,   December  6,  1838. 

The  first  business  in  order  was  the  motion  made 
on  Monday  by  Mr.  CRARY,  and  postponed  till 
this  day,  that  the  Hon.  J.  W.  DOTY,  Delegate 
from  Wisconsin,  be  qualified. 

Mr.  MERCER,  on  whose  motion  it  had  been 
postponed,  said,  with  a  view  to  the  action  of  the 
proper  committee  upon  the  subject,  which  would 
probably  be  announced  on  Monday,  he  would 
move  a  further  po5:tponement  till  that  day. 

Mr.  SERGEANT  remarked  that,  as  there  was 
but  one  return  before  the  House,  he  could  not  per- 
ceive the  necessity  of  deferring  the  subject  at  all. 

Mr.  JONES,  the  contesting  delegate,  expressed  a 
hope  that  the  House  would  allow  him  au  oppor^ 
tunity  of  presenting  a  reply  to  a  paper  that  had 
been  laid  on  their  tables  from  his  opponent.  He 
trusted,  too,  that  it  would  go  to  the  Committee  of 
Elections,  though  he  himself  was  then  prepared  to 
go  into  the  questio*. 

Mr.  SERGEANT  would  not  interpose  an  objec- 
tion if  the  gentleman  solk^ited  delay  to  prepare  his 
views. 

The  motion  to  postpone  was  agreed  to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  MERCER, 

Ordered,  That  the  several  standing  committees 
be  now  appointed  in  pursuance  of  the  rules  and  or- 
ders of  the  House. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  ALLEN,  of  Vt. 

Resolved,  That  the  Clerk  of  the  House  furnish 
the  members  thereof  with  the  usual  plan  of  the 
Hall,  showing  the  seat  of  each  member. 

Mr.  DROMGOOLE  submitted  the  following, 
which,  under  the  rule,  lies  over  one  day  for  consi- 
deration: 

Resolved,  That  the  following  be  added  to  the 
standing  rules  of  the  House:  Insert  between  the 
10th  and  1  lih  roles,  *Mn  all  cases  of  election  by  the 
House  the  vole  shall  be  taken  viva  voee." 

Mr.  ADAMS,  pursuant  to  notice,  introduced  a 
bill  to  prohibit  the  giving  or  accepting,  in  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  of  a  challenge  to  fight  a  duel, 
and  for  the  punishment  thereof;  which  was  read 
twice  and  referred  to  a  select  committe  of  nine. 

Mr.  QRENNELL  said  it  had  been  usual  hereto- 
fore, aAer  ordering  the  appointment  of  the  standing 


committees  to  adjourn  ^^^ttlll  Monday,  in  order 
to  afford  the  Speaker  tiiP«  to  discbarge  that  dn^;. 
and,  as  he  understood  soOie  alterations  were  about 
to  be  made  in  the  Hail,  it  was  perhaps  the  more  ne- 
cessary now;  he  therefore  moved  that  when  the 
House  adjourn  to-day,  it  adjourn  to  meet  on  Mon- 
day, which  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  ADAMS  submitted  the  following  resda- 
tions: 

ResoUnd,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  cause  to  be  transmitted  to  this 
House  copies  of  any  report  or  communication  le- 
eeived  from  Andrew  Sievenson,  Envoy  ExtraordH- 
n«iry  and  Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  the  United 
States,  at  the  Court  of  London,  relating  to  a  con- 
troversy in  the  public  newspapers  between  him 
and  Daniel  O'Connell,  a  member  of  the  Parliament 
of  the  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ire- 
land, in  which  controversy  were  involved  the  per- 
sonal integrity  of  the  said  Stevenson,  and  the  honor 
and  interest  of  this  country  wht^se  represenutive 
he  is. 

3.  That  the  President  of  the  United  States  be  re- 
quested to  inform  this  House,  whether  any  call  has- 
been  made  by  him,  or  by  his  direction,  upon  the 
said  Andrew  Stevenson,  to  explain  or  account  for 
his  notorious  violation  of  the  laws  of  nations,  of 
the  laws  of  the  land  to  which  he  was  accredited 
as  an  Ambassador  of  peace,  and  of  the  privileges 
of  the  British  House  of  Commons,  in  the  person  of* 
one  of  its  members;  whether  any  instructions  have 
been  given  to  the  said  Andrew  Stevenson,  con- 
sequent upon  his  conduct  in  these  transactions,  or 
any  disavowal  or  censure  of  his  conduct  communi- 
cated to  the  British  Grovernment. 

3.  That  the  President  of  the  United  States  be  re- 
quested to  inform  this  House  whether  any  call  has 
been  made  by  him,  or  by  his  direction,  upon  Mat- 
thew C.  Perry,  a  captaia  in  the  Navy  of  the  United 
Sutes,  to  account  for  his  violation  of  th«  laws  of 
nations;  of  the  laws  of  the  foreign  nations  under  the 
protection  of  which  he  was  enjoying  the  benefits 
ofa  generous  hospitality;  of  the  laws  of  his  own 
eounury;  and  of  the  rules  and  regulations  for  the 
Government  of  the  United  States,  by  bis  participa- 
tion, with  other  citizens  of  the  United  Stales,  in  a 
conspiracy  against  the  life  of  Daniel  O'Connell,  a 
member  of  the  Parliament  of  the  United  Kingdom 
of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland. 

The  resolution  calling  for  Executive  informa- 
tion, under  the  rule,  would  lie  over  f)ne  day.  Mi. 
A.  asked  that  it  be  now  considered;  but  it  was  ob- 
jected to. 

The  SPEAKER  laid  before  the  House  a  com- 
munication from  the  Commissioner  of  the  General 
Land  Ofl!ice,  enclosing  a  statement  of  the  quantity 
of  land  covered  by  grants  to  Shane  and  others  in 
the  Louisiana  land  district;  which  was  laid  en  the 
table. 

The  SPEAKER  then  announced  that  there  waa 
no  other  business  on  the  table;  whereupon. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CUSHING, 

The  House  adjourned.      * 


IN  SENATE, 
Monday,  December  10, 1838. 

Mr.  BENTON  and  Mr.  LINN  of  Missouri,  Mr. 
WALKER  of  Mississippi,  Mr.  NICHOLAS  of 
Louisiana,  Mr.  CLAY  of  Kentucky,  and  Mr.  PRES- 
TON of  South  Carolina,  severally  appeared  and 
took  their  seats. 

The  PRESIDENT  announced  the  appointment 
of  the  members  to  compose  the  additional  standing 
committee,  in  pursuance  of  the  resolution  adopted 
at  the  last  seasion,  entitled  ;l:e  Committee  oq  the 
Public  Buildings,  viz: 

Mr.  FcLTON,  Chairman,  Mr.  Bataro,  and  Mr. 
Rrives. 

The  PRESIDETvT  communicated  a  report  frona 
the  War  Department,  made  in  compliance  with  tb# 
provisions  of  the  socond  sectif  i  <  f  the  act  of  May 
9, 1836,  making  appropriations  for  the  civil  and 
diplomatic  expenses  of  the  Government  for  that 
year,  containing  a  statement  showing  the  expen- 
ditures under  the  ccmtingcnt  head  for  that  depart* 
meat  for  the  fiscal  year  cn^vl^f^^iusunt. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  liX^Q^KBD,  ordered  to  bt 
laid  on  the  table  and  print .ji. 

The  PRESIDENT  co,JJ^<).TJ^^^^  ti  report  fro« 
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tit  Kavy  Dipartnient,w«ila  in  coaplAiiM  with  the 
rmtaiotts  ofthe  act  of  9th  May,  183C,  making 
appropriation  for  the  civil    and  diplomatic  ex* 
I  of  the  GoTemment  for  thai  year,  containing 
of  the    contingent  expenses  of  the 
ahment  for  the  year  ending  3d  instant; 
.  on  notion  of  BIr.  HUBBARD  was  ordered 
Isbepdnied. 

Al»i  a  similar  report  from  the  PostOflkeDe- 
putmnt;  which,  on  motion  of  Mr.  ROBINSON 
VIS  ordued  to  be  printed. 

Aim,  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate, 
gwniaiwc  a  statement  of  the  contingent  expenses 
cf  ihs  Senate  for  the  past  year. 

A  BiesMge  was  received  from  the  President  of 
the  Usiied  Sutes,  by  Mr.  Maiitn  Van  Bnren,  jr. 
yUseereiaiy,  enclosing  a  special  report  from  the/lj' 
\  /faMary  of  the  Treasury  npon  the  subject  of  ihe*^ 
Y  ddUeauon  of  tlie  late  collector  of  custems  at  New 
'    Yo*. 

Hie  message  having  been  read,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
WRIGHT,  it  was  ordered  to  be  pnnted. 

Mr.  HUBBARD  presented  the  petition  of  John 
J.  Bolow;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 


Abo,  the  petition  of  John  Kartz,  praying  remu- 
Mnhon  for  tike  loss  of  the  ship  Alleghany  and  car- 
go; which  was  referred  to  the  same  committee. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  HUBBARD,  the  petition  and 
papers  of  Gad  Hampbrey,  on  the  files  of  the  last 
BBnon,  were  again  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
OiiBS. 

Mr.  H.  presented  the  petition  of  the  heirs  of  Pre- 
ecned  Clapp,  praying  remoneration  for  the  Revo- 
ItiioBary  services  of  the  deceased. 

Mr.  UNN  presented  the  credentials  of  the  Hon. 
Tkoeus  H.  BBitTOir,  elected  by  the  Legislanire  of 
Mimonri  a  Senator  from  that  State,  to  serve  for  six 
yevs  from  the  4tbof  Mareh  next,  which  were  read. 

Mr.  BATARD  presented  the  memorial  of  Chs  r  les 
P.  aduer,  in  behalf  of  himself  and  others,  officers 
of  the  amy,  praying  that  officers  of  the  line  may  be 
pnt  on  the  same  footing  as  officers  of  the  staff  as  to 
pij  and  emolaments;  which  was  referred  to  the 
CsBBMttee  on  Military  Affairs,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

Mr.  CLAY,  of  Alabama,  presented  the  petition 
of  LtRitent  Mellondon,  of  Lonisiana;  which  was  re^ 
fared  to  the  Committee  on  Private  Ljind  Claims. 

Abo,  the  peiitioA  of  the  heirs  of  John  and  Hen- 
ly  Banks;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Mvalatkmary  Claims. 

Also,  the  petition  and  docnments  of  Wm.  Bar- 
dty,  of  Alabama;  which  were  referred  to  the  Com- 
arinee  on  Private  Land  Claims. 

Mr.  SMITH  of  Connecticut  presented  the  peti- 
liOB  of  the  heirs  of  Moses  Elmore. 

Also  the  nrtition  of  the  heirs  of  Samuel  Y. 
MeKee; 

Also  the  petition  of  John  Ramsey; 

Ako  the  petition  of  Frederick  Zeigle; 

Aho  the  petition  of  the  hein  of  John  Jordan; 

Abo  the  petition*  of  James  McCrary,  severally 
piiyiag  for  commntation  pay;  which  were  refcired 
IP  the  Committee  on  Revoiationary  Claims.  | 

Mr.  KHiES  presented  the  petition  of  Esther  | 
fliwyer,  praying  for  a  peiuion;  which  was  referred 
0  (he  Committee  on  Pensions. 

Mr.  ROANE  presented  the  petition  of  the  heirs 
and  devisees  of  Dr.  John  Rnmney,  late  of  the  Re- 
vohitionary  army;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
atttee  on  Revolutionary  Claims. 

Mr.  WILLIABIS  presented  the  petition  of  E. 
Joner,  whick  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Naval  Affairs.  

On  motion  of  Mr.  WILLIAMS, 

Ordered  Tbat  the  petition  snd  papers  of  Thomas 
Ay,  on  the  files  of  the  last  session,  be  again  re* 
fcrred  to  the  Committee  on  Pensions. 

Mr.  BOBBINS  presented  the  petition  of  Com. 
James  Barron;  which  was  refened  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Military  Afiairs. 

Mr.  RIVR3  presented  die  neUtion  of  the  heirs 
ef  Dr.  William  Ranuay;  wblon  was  referred  to  the 
Commtttceon  Revoiationary  Claims. 

Mr.  CRITTBNDEN  preatnted  the  petition  of 
flbaaon  Knight;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
iQhtee  on  Military  Affairs. 

Mi.  morris  preaentad  the  peUtioa  of  Jacob 


Sly;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pen- 
sions. 

On  flsotion  by  Mr.  WALL, 

Ordtred,  Thai  the  petition  of Morris,  on  the 

files  of  the  last  stession,  be  again  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims. 

Mr.  PIERCE  piesented  the  memorial  of  Joseph 
Bassett;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Pensions. 

Mr.  LINN  gave  notice  that  to*morrow  he 
would  ask  leave  to  introduce  the  following  bills: 

A  bill  to  transfer  to  the  ciiiz<?ns  of  the  parish  of 
Concordia,  in  the  State  of  LooiKiana,  the  inteiest 
of  the  United  Slates  to  a  certain  tract  of  land. 

A  bill  confirming  certain  land  claims  in  Loni* 
^na. 

A  bill  to  confirm  certain  land  claims  in  the  Oua« 
chita  land  district,  in  the  State  of  Lonisiana. 

A  bill  10  confirm  claims  to  lands  in  the  district 
between  the  Rio  Hando  and  Sabine  rivers. 

A  bill  to  amend  an  act  entitled,  "An  act  for  the 
appointment  of  Commissioners  to  adjust  the  claims 
to  reservations  of  land  under  the  Uth  aiticle  of 
the  treaty  of  eiahteen  hundred  and  thirty,  with  ihe 
Choctaw  Indian^." 

A  bill  to  anihorize  the  issuing  of  a  patent  to  the 
heirs  or  legal  representatives  of  Francis  Rivaud 
deceased. 

Mr.  LYON  gave  notice  that  to-morrow  he  would 
ask  leave  to  introduce  the  following  bills  *. 

A  bill  to  provide  for  the  completion  of  certain 
roads  begun  by  the  United  States  in  the  State  of 
Bdichigan. 

A  bill  granting  to  the  county  of  Kalamazoo,  in 
the  State  of  Michigan,  the  right  of  pre-emption  to 
a  quarter  section  of  land,  and  for  other  purposes. 

A  bill  to  create  an  additional  land  office  in  the 
State  of  Michipan,  and  for  other  purposes. 

A  bill  to  change  the  locatioir  of  the  ofRct,  of 
Surveyor  General  of  the  district  composed  of  the 
States  of  Ohio,  Indiana,  and  Michigan,  and  for 
other  purposes. 

Mr.  LINN  of  Missouri  gave  notice  that  to- 
morrow he  would  aak  leave  to  bring  in  the  follow- 
ing bills:  . 

A  bill  to  continue  in  force  the  "Act  for  the  final 
adjustment  of  private  land  claims  in  Missouri/* 
approved  9ih  July,  1833,  and  the  act  supplemental 
thereto,  approved  3d  March,  1833. 

A  bill  to  provide  for  the  legal  adjudication  and 
aettlemeat  of  a  claim  granted  by  the  Spanish  Go- 
vemm«nt  to  Julien  Dubuque. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  Bogy. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Jean  B.  Valle. 

A  bill  to  continue  in  force  the  "Act  for  the  final 
adjustment  of  private  land  claims  in  Missouri/* 
approved  9th  July,  1833,  and  the  act  supplemental 
thereto,  approved  3d  March,  1833. 

A  bill  to  authorize  the  Washington  County  Turn- 
pike Company,  in  the  State  of  Missouri,  to  con- 
struct a  road  through  the  public  lands. 

A  bill  for  ths  relief  of  Sebastian  Butcher,  and 
the  heirs  and  legal  representatives  of  Bartholomew 
Batcher,  Michael  Butcher,  and  Peter  Bloom. 

A  bill  to  authorize  the  occupation  of  the  Colum- 
bia or  Oregon  Territory. 

A  bill  to  provide  for  the  legal  adjudication  and 
settlement  of  a  claim  te  land  granted  by  the  Span- 
ish Qovernment  to  Julien  Dubuque. 

A  bill  to  provide  for  the  legal  adjudication  and 
settlement  of  the  claim.<«  to  land  under  the  grants  or 
concessions  made  to  the  Baron  Bastrop,  the  Mar- 
quis de  Maison  Rouge,  and  others,  in  Louisiana; 
and  ElLsha,  William  and  Gabriel  Winters,  and 
others,  in  Arkansas. 

Mr.  DAVIS  gave  notice,  that  to-morrow  he 
would  ask  leave  to  introdace  the  following  bills: 

A  bill  to  allow  interest  to  the  several  Sutes  for 
disbursements  in  behalf  of  the  United  States  during 
the  late  war. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  L.  Winthrop  and 
others. 

A  bill  to  make  certain  allowances  to  the  executor 
of  Loammi  Baldwin,  deceased. 

Mr.  FULTON  presented  resolutions  adopted  by 
the  Legislature  of  the  Stale  of  Arkansas,  recom* 
mendmg  a  cession  of  the  public  lands  to  the  States 
in  which  they  lie:  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands. 


Also,  a  resolution  of  the  same,  praying  for  an 
extension  of  the  set  to  allow  soldiers  of  the  late  war  ' 
to  enter  their  bounty  lands;  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  the  Public  Lands. 

Also,  resolutions  of  the  same,  asking  for  an  ap- 
propriation for  the  improvement  of  the  Black, 
White,  and  other  rivers;  referred  to  the  Commiuee 
en  Commerce. 

Mr.  FULTON  gave  notice  that  to-morrov/  he 
would  Ksk  leave  to  introduce  the  following  bills: 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  sundry  eitiztns  of  Arkan- 
sas, who  have  lost  their  improvements  in  con- 
sequence of  a  treaty  between  |the  United  Suies  and 
the  Choctaw  Indians. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Richard  T.  Banks  and 
other  citizens  of  Arkansas. 

A  bill  making  appropriations  to  complete  cer- 
tian  military  roads  in  Arkansas. 

Mr.  SWiFr  gave  notice  that  he  would  to-mor- 
row ask  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 
John  Newton. 

Mr.  WALKER,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Piiblic  Lands,  to  which  had  been  referred  the  bill 
to  provide  for  the  reduction  and  graduation  of  the 
price  c:f  the  public  lands,  reported  the  same  with 
an  amendment,  which  was  read. 

Mr.  WRIGHT,  from  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
to  which  had  been  referred  the  bill  for  the  relief  of 
EUsha  Town,  reported  the  same  without  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  WRIGHT,  from  the  same  committee,  also 
reported  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Erastus  Fairbanks 
and  Thaddeus  Fairbanks,  without  amendment;  and 
the  above  two  bills  having  subsequently  been  con- 
sidered  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  were  order- 
ed to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

Mr.  CLAY  of  Alabama,  from  the  Committee  on 
the  Public  Lands,  to  which  had  been  reftrred  the 
bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  John  Brahan,  late 
receiver  of  public  moneys  at  Huntsville,  Alabama, 
reported  the  same  without  amendment. 

Mr.  CLAY  of  Alabama,  on  leave,  and  in  pursu- ' 
ance  of  notice  given,  introduced  a  bill  to  establish 
an  additional  land  district  in  the  State  of  Alaba- 
ma; which  was  twice  read,  and  referred. 

Mr.  WALL,  on  leave,  and  in  pursuance  of  no- 
tice given,  introduced  a  bill  to  prevent  the  counter- 
feiting of  foreign  copper,  gold  and  silver  coins, 
and  to  prohibit  the  bringing  the  same  into  the 
United  States;  which  wss  twice  read,  and  referred. 

Also,  %  bill  to  amend  the  act  entitled  '*  An  act  for 
the  punishment  of  certain  crimes  agsinsi  the  United 
States;**  which  was  also  twice  read,  and  referred. 

Mr.  LYON,  on  leave,  and  in  pursuance  ct  no- 
tice given,  introduced  a  bill  for  the  relief  ufObe  I 
P.  JUkcy;  which  was  twice  read,  and  referred. 

Mr.  RUGQLES  gave  notice  that  he  would,  tu- 
morrow,  a.sk  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Samuel  Brown. 

Mr.  TIPTON,  on  leave,  introduced  a  bill  to  con- 
firm the  sales  of  certaia  reservations:  also,  a  bill  to 
authorize  John  E.  Metealf,  of  Indians,  to  loca'e 
certain  claims  to  land  in  Indiana;  which  were  se- 
verally twice  read,  and  refened. 

Mr.  T.  also,  on  leave,  and  in  pursuance  of  notice 
given,  introduced  a  bill  to  provide  for  the  security 
and  protection  of  the  emigrant  and  other  Indians 
west  of  the  States  of  Missouriand  Arkansas. 

Mr.  ROANE  gave  notice  that  he  would  to-moi^ 
row  ask  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  making  an  appro- 
priation for  the  support  of  4the  Penitentiary  of  the 
District  of  Columbia  for  the  preseniyear. 

Mr.  SMITH  of  Indiana,  on  leave,  and  in  pursu- 
ance of  notice  given,  introduced  a  bill  for  the  relief 
of  the  legal  representatives  of  Colonel  Francis 
Vigo;  which  was  twice  read,  and  referred. 

Mr.  PRESTON  gave  notice  that  he  would  to- 
morrow ask  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  making  an  ap- 
propriation for  the  purchase  of  a  site  for  a  maga- 
zine and  keeper^s  house  in  the  City  of  Washington. 

Mr.  FULTON,  on  leave,  and  in  pursuance  of 
notice  given,  introduced  the  following  bills: 

A  bill  to  set  apart  a  belt  of  land  on  ib«*  western 
borders  of  the  States  of  Missouri  and  Arkansas,  to 
be  granted  to  those  who  shall  engage  for  a  certain 
term  of  years  in  the  defence  of  the  Western  fron- 
tien  twice  read  and  referred. 

A  biU  for  the  rditf  of  William  W.  Stepbenfon, 
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Joiieph  Henderson,  and  William  Marks:   twice 
read  and  referred, 

?>rr.  FOSTER,  on  leare,  and  in  parraance  of 
xioiice  gWen^  introdoced  a  bill  to  amend  an  act 
entitled  **An  act  to  reqaire  the  judges  of  the  district 
court  of  East  and  West  Tennessee  to  hold  a  court 
at  Jackson,  in  said  State,"  approred  Jane  30, 1838: 
read  twice  and  referred. 

Mr.  PRENTISS  ofsred  the  following  resolution, 
which  was  agreed  to: 

Resolvedy  That  the  Committee  on  Pensions  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  grant- 
ing a  pension  to  Margaret  Barnes,  widow  of  Eli- 
jah Barnes,  a  soldier  in  the  war  of  the  Revolution. 

Mr.  DAVIS  offered  the  following  resolution, 
which  was  agreed  to: 

Resolvedj  That  1500  copies  of  the  seventh  report 
of  Mr.  Hassler  upon  the  survey  of  the  coast  and 
tb(?  construction  of  standards  of  weights  and  mea- 
sures be  printed  for  the  use  of  the  Senate,  and  that 
500  copies  thereof  be  delivered  to  the  superintendent. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS  oiTered  the  following  resolu- 
tion, which  was  agreed  to: 

Rvaolved,  That  3ie  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
amending  or  repealing  an  act  for  the  more  equita- 
ble administration  of  the  Navy  Pension  Fund^ 
passed  March  3, 1837. 

Mr.  YOtTNG  offered  the  following  resolution: 

Reiolvedj  That  the  Committee  on  Commerce  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  esta- 
blishtng  a  hospital  for  the  accommodation  of  sick 
and  disabled  boatmen  and  passengers  navigating 
the  MissLHsippi  and  Ohio  rivers,  at  the  mouth  of  the 
Ohio  river,  in  the  State  of  Illinois; 

Which,  after  a  discussion,  in  which  Mr.  CLAT 
of  Kentucky,  Mr.  YOUNG,  Mr.  DAVIS,  and 
Mr.  TIPTON,  participated,  was,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  TIPTON,  laid  on  the  table. 

The  resolutions  submitted  on  Thursday  were  con- 
sidered and  adopted. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  Sumpter  was 
read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

On  metion  by  Mr.  LUMPKIN,  the  Senate  pro- 
ceeded to  ballot  for  a  Chaplain,  which  resulted  as 
follows: 

Fony-one  ballots  were  given — twenty-one  neces- 
sary to  a  choice;  of  which 

Rev.  Hbkrt  Slicer  received    -  -21 

Rev.  Septimus  Tustor  -  -  -     15 

Rev.  Mr.  PowLia  -  -  -       2 

Rev.  E.  C.  HuTCHWsoN  -  -       2 

Rev.  Mr.  Reksb  -  -  -       1 

Mr.  SucBR  was,  therefore,  duly  elected. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  BUCHANAN, 

Ordered,  That  so  much  of  the  Presidents  Mes- 
sage as  relates  to  foreign  relations  be  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Foreis:n  Relations. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  ROANE, 

Ordertd,  That  so  much  of  the  President's  Mes- 
sage as  relates  to  the  District  of  Columbia  be  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia. 
On  motion  by  Mr.  WRIGHT, 

The  Senate  went  into  the  consideration  of  Exe- 
eotive  business. 
After  whitib,  it  adjoomed 
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Mr.  YELL  of  Arkansas,  Mr.  H  AMER  of  Ohio, 
Mr.  SMITH  of  Maine,  Mr.  THOMPSON  of  South 
Carolina,  and  Mr.  HARRISON  of  Missouri,  ap- 
peared in  their  seats  to-day. 

In  compliance  with  an  order  of  the  House  of 
Thursday  last;  the  following  standing  committees 
were  appointed,  and  this  day  announced  from  the 
Chair. 

Ji  CommUiee  t^  £/!ecftoiu. — ^Messrs.  Buchanan, 
Griffin,  Hawkins,  Maury  of  Tennessee,  Towns, 
Bronson,  Hastings,  Rives,  and  Swearingen. 

Oomnriltoe  e/  Wtt^  and  Mam — ^Messrs.  Cam- 
breleng;  Sergeant,  Jones  of  Viiginia,  Atherton, 
Haynes,  Rencher,  Pope,  Rhett,  and  Webster. 

CommiiUe  of  C/oims.— Messrs.  Chambers,  Dar- 
lington, Russell,  Campbell  of  Tennessee,  Stuart, 
Williams  of  New  Hampshire,  Gray,  Saltonstall, 
and  Giddings. 
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Curtis,  Mason  of  Virginia,  Worthington,  Johnson 
of  Louisiana,  Montgomery  and  Reily. 

Ptift/kloiufi.— Messrs.  Casey,  Williams  of  North 
Carolina,  Lincoln,  Chapman,  Shields,  Loomis, 
Maury  of  Kentucky,  Duncan,  and  Word. 

Poii  Office  and  Post  JSoods.— Messrs.  Connor, 
Briggs,  Hall,  Hopkins,  Hnbley,  Calhoon  of  Ken- 
tucky, Towns,  Palmer,  and  Leadt>etter. 

Dittria  rf  Coiumdio. — Me^srs.  Bouldin,  Jenifer, 
Dawson,  Prentiss  of  New  York,  Hawkins,  Beirne, 
C.  H.  Williams  of  Tennessee,  Davee,  and  Lyon. 
Jttiieicny-— Messrs.  Thomas,  Robertson,  of 
Virginia,  Toucey,  Corwin,  Garland  of  Virgina, 
Samuel  W.  Morris  of  Pennsylvania,  Tumey, 
Martin,  and  Foster. 

i{e«o2iifioiuiry  Ciami. — Messrs.  Craig,  Under- 
wood, Taliaferro,  Parmenter,  Harper,  Birdsall,  A. 
H.  Shepperd  of  North  Carolina,  and  Joseph  L. 
Williams  of  Tenneessee,  and  Keim. 

PtAlic  ExpendUvret.'^Messrs,  Haley,  Alexan- 
der, Titus,  Stration,  Rumsey,  Fletcher  of  Vermont, 
Crockett,  Sheffer,  and  Putnam. 

PrivaU  Land  Claims. — Messrs.  May,  Calhoun  of 
Massachusetts,  Harlan,  Beatty,  Rariden,  Cheat- 
ham, Garland  of  Lotiisiana,  Fletcher  of  Massachu- 
setts, and  Crabb. 

Manufaetures. — ^Messrs.  Adams,  Slade,  Biddle, 
Tillinghast,  Vail,  Naylor,  Hunter  of  Vitginia,  El- 
mere,  and  Kennedy. 

.^grteuttiire. — ^Messrs.  Deberry,  Logan,  Phelps, 
Weeks,  Spencer,  Noyes,  Davies,  Randolph,  and 
Stone. 

Indian  J^ffitirs. — ^Messrs.  Bell,  Everett,  Chaney, 
Parker,  Graham  of  North  Carolina,  Lewis,  Petri- 
Idn,  Banks,  and  Parris. 

MUUary  ^airs, — Messrs.  McKay,  Coles,  Gren- 
nell.  Miller,  Rives,  Kemble,  Mason  of  Ohio,  Mo- 
Clellan  of  Tennessee,  Halstead,  and  Glascock. 

jlfUitui.-- Messrs.  Wagener,  Carter,  Holt,  Allen 
of  Ohio,  Griffin,  GaUup,  Dunn,  Southgate,  and 
Dennis. 

Aoooi  JSffain. — ^Messrs.  Ingham,  Milligan,  Reed, 
Wise,  Grantland,  Moore,  Paynter,  Anderson,  and 
Pickins. 

Foreign  JJlars- — -Messrs.  Howard,  Cushing, 
Jackson  of  Georgia,  Dromgoole,  Fairfield,  Legare, 
Hoffman,  Bynum,  and  Crary. 

Territories — Messrs.  Bronson,  Potts,  Pearce,  Bor- 
den, Jones  of  New  York,  Farrington,  White  of 
Kentucky,  H&mmond,  and  Charles  Shepard  of 
North  Carolina. 

Revolutionary  Pensions. — ^McFsrs.  Morgan,  Klin- 
gensmith.  Bond,  Fry,  Johnson  of  Viigima,  Sibley, 
Ewing,  Whittlesey,  and  Childs. 

Invdid  Pensions* — Messrs.  Taylor,  Williams  of 
Kentucky,  Allen  of  Vermont,  McClellan  of  New 
York,  Herod,  Stanly,  Matlory,  Plumer,  and 
MitcbeU. 

Roads  and  Canah. — Messrs.  Mercer,  Evans,  Mc- 
Kennan,  Snyder,  Fillmore,  Johnson  of  Maryland, 
White  of  Indiana,  Graves,  and  Grant. 

Patents. — Messrs.  Fletcher  of  Vermont,  Phelps, 
Mesefee,  Beers,  and  Robinson  of  Me. 

PubRc  Buildings  and  Orcunds — Messrs.  Lincoln, 
Pratt,  Mercer,  McClnre,  and  Jackson  of  Georgia. 

Revisal  and  Unfinished  Business. — ^Messrs.  Shep- 
lor  of  Ohio,  Noble,  Southgate,  Henry,  and  Peck. 

Accounts. — Messrs.  Johnson  of  Virginis,  John- 
son of  Maryland,  Samuel  W.  Morris  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, Bicknell,  and  Hawes. 

Mileage. — Messrs.  Dawson,  Howard,  Briggs, 
Coffee,  and  Bicknell. 

Expenditures  in  the  Department  of  State. — ^Messrs. 
M.  Morris,  Jackson,  Sheplor,  Yorke,  and  Andrews. 

Expenditures  in  the  Department  of  the  Treastary. — 
Messrs.  Allen,  Sheffer,  Aycrigg,  Gh-ay,  and  Holsey, 

Expenditures  in  the  Department  of  War — ^Messrs. 
Clown t  y,  Vanderveer,  Holt,  Morris,  and  Marvin. 

Expenilitures  in  the  Department  of  the  ^^avy. — 
Messrs.  Brodhead,  Maxwell,  Goode,  Edwards,  and 
Graham. 

Ea^tfndUures  in  the  Department  of  the  Post  Cffiee.-^ 
Messrs.  Childs,  Dennis,  Hawes,  Gallup,  and 
Plumer. 

Expen^wres  on  the  PubHe  JBiMitigs.— Messrs. 
Sawyer,  Cranston,  Menefee,  Dunn,  and  Ridgway. 

The  following  were  the  gentlemen  appointed  to 
compose  the  Select  Committee  upon  the  bill  of  Mr. 
AiuMs,  propoong  '*to  prohibit  the  giving  ot  ac- 


cepting, wi tfrin  the  DifftJ^/  of  CoJamtriA,  of  a  chal- 
lenge to  fight  a  duel,  mnd  Sot  the  punishment  there- 
of," viz: 

Messrs.  Elmore,  OranUand,  Coflin,  Raridea, 
Clark,  Grennell,  and  Heniy. 

Mr.  JONES  of  Wisconsin,  on  leave,  peeaented 
a  statement  of  his  claims  for  the  seat  as  delegate 
from  Wisconsin. 

The  SPEAKER  laid  before  the  House  a  report 
of  the  Solicitor  of  the  Treasury  on  the  petition  o€ 
John  Norris,  which,  on  motion  of  Mr.  THOMAS, 
was  referred  to  the  committee  on  the  JadJciaiy. 

2.  A  communication  from  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy,  transmitting' an  abstract  of  the  contingent 
expendimres  in  the  office  of  the  4th  Auditor  Mm 
October  1837  to  September  1838. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  INGHAM,  laid  on  the  table. 

3.  From  the  Secretary  of  War,  transmitting  a 
statement  of  the  contingent  expenses  of  that  De- 
partment during  the  lasi  year. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BRIGGS,  laid  on  the  table. 

4.  From  the  First  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury, 
transmitting  a  statement  of  the  unsettled  accounts, 
or  thofie  on  which  balances  appear  to  be  due,  which 
was  laid  on  the  table. 

5.  From  the  Postmaster  General,  enclosing  a 
statement  of  the  expenditures  out  of  the  contingent 
fund  of  that  department. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CONNOR,  laid  on  the  table. 

6.  Froih  the  Secretary  of  State,  enclosing  in  an- 
swer to  a  resolution  calling  for  similar  inforflMlion 
from  all  the  departments,  a  statement  of  the  neei- 
ber  of  clerks  employed,  and  how  long  so  employed, 
in  complying  with  calls  for  information. 

Mr.  HOWARD  moved  to  lay  this  on  the  talHe 
for  the  present,  giving  notice  that,  when  the  resi- 
due came  in,  he  should  move  their  printing  and 
disposition  together. 

7.  From  the  Secretary  of  State,  transmitting  an 
abstract  of  the  returns  made  to  that  department  by 
the  collectors  of  custoins,  for  the  relief  and  protec- 
tion of  American  seamen. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  HOWARD,  laid  on  the  table. 

8.  From  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  a  state- 
ment of  the  contingent  expenditures  of  that  depart- 
ment for  the  last  year. 

'    On  motion  of  Mr.  CRARY,  laid  on  the  table. 

9.  From  the  Commissioner  of  the  Public  Build- 
ings, containing  a  statement  of  the  expenditures  on 
the  public  buildings,  and  other  objects  committed  to 
that  officer,  during  the  last  year. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  LINCOLN,  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Public  Buildings. 

The  following  messages  from  the  President  of  tha 
United  States  were  also  laid  before  the  House: 

Washinoton,  Dec.  6, 1838. 
To  the  House  qf  Representatives  of  the  United  Stiaiesf 

The  act  of  the  1st  July,  1836,  to  enable  the  ex- 
ecutive to  assert  and  prosecute  with  effect  the 
claim  of  the  United  States  to  the  legacy  bequeath- 
ed to  them  by  James  Smithson,  late  of  London, 
having  receivexi  its  entire  execution,  and  the 
amount  recovered  and  paid  into  the  Treasury, 
having,  agieeably  to  an  act  of  the  last  session,  beca 
invested  in  State  stocks,  I  df*"»  •♦  «rooer  to  invite 
the  attention  of  Congress  to  the  obligation  now  de- 
volving upon  the  United  States  to  fulfil  the  object 
of  the  bequest.  In  order  to  obtain  such  informa- 
tion as  might  seem  to  facilitate  its  attainment, 
the  Secretary  of  State  was  directed  in  July  last  to 
apply  to  persons  versed  in  tcience,  and  familiar 
with  the  subject  of  public  education,  for  their  views 
as  to  the  mode  of  disposing  of  the  fbnd  best  calea- 
iated  to  meet  the  intentions  of  the  testator,  and 
prove  most  beneficial  (o  mankind.  Copies  of  the 
circular  letter,  wiiiten  in  compliance  Vith  these  di- 
rections, and  of  the  answers  to  it  received  at  the 
Department  of  State,  are  herewith  communicated 
for  the  consideration  of  Congrrss. 

M.  VAN  BUREN. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  ADAMS,  referred  to  a  select 
c(»mnitteeofnine. 
To  the  Houu^  Represtmlatwes: 

I  herewith  transmit  to  the  House  of  Represeata- 
tivea  reports  from  the  Secretary  of  State  and  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  with  accompanying  do- 
cuments, in  answer  to  the  resolution  of  the  House 
of  the  9ib  of  July  last  ^.  YAli  BUREN. 

Washimotok,  Dec  7,  ISa^. 
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[Tht  reports  above  alladed  to  conlaia  all  the  pa« 
pen  and  docaments  on  file  jn  the  Stale  and  Trea« 
SUIT  iMpartments  relating  to  the  Smiihaooian  be* 

Oa  motion  of  Mr.  ADAMS,  referred  to  the  same 
lelect  oommittee  aa  the  foregoing. 
T$  tie  8euU  md  H&um  ^  JcyreiwiMtofi  ^  the 
UmUd  Statu: 

I  herewith  traosoiit  a  sptoial  report,  made  to  me 
bj  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  for  your  eonside- 
rstioD»  in  relatioik  to  the  reoently  dtseoTcied  de* 
fullof  flannel  Swartwent,  late  coUeoior  of  the 
cottws  at  the  port  of  New  York. 

I  voold  respectfaUy  invite  the  early  attention  of 
CiMfress  to  the  adoption  of  the  legal  provisions 
iberein  sng^ested,  or  such  other  measnica  as  may 
spprarmeie  expedient  for  inereasing  the  pnblie 
seenrity  tgainst  similar  defalcations  hereafter. 

M.  VAN  BUREN. 

Wadu'nffloo,  Dec.  8,  1838. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  meved  thai  so  much  of 
dot  doenmeftt  as  related  to  the  defalcation  of  the 
hte  coliecior  of  New  York  be  referred  to  a  select 
eoBMittee,  and  so  much  as  related  to  the  revenue 
kws  la  that  on  Ways  and  Means. 

Mr.  C.  reinarked>  that  in  making  the  fiiat  motion, 
vbicb  he  regarded  as  one  demanding  the  ezclasive 
eoBsideratioik  of  a  committee,  it  was  proper  for 
km  10  state  that  he  did  it  with  no  design  of  acting 
npoa  the  oommittee  himself  in  any  capacity.  On 
tiw  emtrary,  charged  as  he  was  with  the  laborious 
duties  on  another  committee,  be  oonld  scarcely 
denote  the  reqnisiie  time;  and,  independent  of  that 
eoasjdeiation,  it  wonld  be  much  more  satisfactory 
to  him  that  the  nembeis  should  come  from  a  ditfe- 
mt  ^narter  of  the  Union  than  Mr.  C.  did. 

Ml.  MERCER  applauded  the  spirit  and  candor 
ofthegenUeman  from  New  York,  but  he  would 
ta§fim  to  tlie  gentleman,  as  this  was  an  important 
■atier,  to  postpone  it  till  to-morrow,  and  order  it 
to  be  printed. 

Mr.  C.  aswnting,  the  subject  took  that  tempo- 
nrj  direetioD. 

Ob  motion  of  Mr.  CAMBRELENG,  the  annual 
Kpert  of  the  Seereiaiy  of  the  Treasury  on  the 
fiatnees,  except  so  much  as  related  to  the  defalca- 
tkm  o(ihe  late  collector  of  New  York,  wasrefer* 
Jidin  the  Commiteeof  Ways  and  Means. 

The  Wisconsin  election  case  being  the  neitbusi- 
nea  in  order,  was,  on  motion  of  Mr.  MERCER, 
lefcned  to  the  Committee  on  Elections. 
VIVA  VOCE  VOTING. 

The  next  business  was  the  following  amendment 
10  the  rules  submitted  some'  days  since  by  Mr. 
DBOMOOOLE: 

Mathed^  That  the  following  be  added  to  the 
Handing  rules  of  the  House:  Insert  between  the 
lOth  snd  11th  rules,  '*in  all  cases  of  election  by  the 
HoQ^  the  vote  shall  be  taken  vtoevoei.'* 

Mr.  WISE  had  but  a  word  to  say  upon  this  re- 
eolation,  and  it  was  this:  he  consideied  it  a  direct 
sttack  upon  ihe  independence  of  the  House,  a  di- 
rect attack  upon  the  freedom  of  elections  there. 
Had  thej  come  to  this,  that  members  of  that  House 
were  not  to  be  trusted  with  the  secret  mode  of  elec« 
tion  by  ballot?  Were  the  screws  to  be  applied  to 
iboee  who  stood  in  a  doubtful  position,  and  who 
aught  thereby  be  called  upon  to  vote  in  order  to 
npport  a  particular  party  against  their  own  predl- 
leoions  and  principles?  Although  Mr.  W.  be* 
lieved  the  viva  voce  mode  of  voting  to  be  the  best 
amoDg  the  people  and  the  freest  from  fraud,  as 
late  events  had  proven,  yet  he  could  not  tolerate 
it  here  as  an  engine  of  oppression  and  tyranny. 

Mr.  DROMGOOLB  had  no  design  in  introducing 
the  proposition  of  operating  tyrannically  upon  the 
■embers  of  the  House.  He  had  offered  it  because 
it  was  founded  on  correct  principles,  and  principles 
which  had  received  and  bore  the  sanction  of  his 
own  Slate,  and  which  he  understood  had  also  ob- 
tained sanction  in  several  other  Sutes.  His  only 
object  was  the  establishment  of  a  general  principle 
he  believed  to  be  correct  in  the  abstract,  and  ne» 
oesary  and  essential  in  carrying  out  the  great 
Deaiocratie  doctdne  of  aeoountability.  He 
would  ask  if  it  waa  not  the  fair  and  proper 
mode  thatlhe«Dadii(S(  t^  ih^  JUpreieatative  should 
be  faUy  rpread'before  his  constituents,  and  he  did 
Iwpe  thai  ma  BeyctteatfttiTe  woold  expose  it  ba^ 


cause  he  wished  to  vole  in  secret  and  skulk  from 
accountability,  or  because  he  desired  to  conceal  his 
conduct  from  his  constituents;  nor  was  it  with  a 
view  to  any  present  purpoee  that  he  had  introduced 
it,  aitd  he  should  have  offered  it  before  the  election 
of  Clerk,  but  for  the  delay  that  would  have  occur- 
red in  the  organization  of  the  House.  Mr.  D.  drew 
the  attention  of  bis  colleague  to  the  fact  that  the 
viva  voce  system  prevailed  in  Virginia  in  all  their 
elections,  from  that  of  a  constable  upwards 

Mr.  BRIGGS  moved  to  strike  oat  the  words 
"viva  voce,"  and  insert  "by  ballot." 

He  said  he  objected  to  the  original  resolution, 
first,  because  the  viva  voce  mode  was  an  incon- 
venient one,  and  took  up  considerably  more  time 
than  that  by  ballot;  second,  because  it  was  an  in- 
novation upon  the  uniform  practice  of  the  House 
for  fifty  years;  and,  third,  it  was  not  so  indepen- 
dent a  mode  as  that  of  the  ballot. 

Mr.  PICKENS  opposed  the  resolution,  though 
he  held  to  respcmsibiliiy  to  the  fullest  extent,  so  far 
as  legislative  duties  were  conc3nied.  But  there 
was  a  wide  distinction  between  the  responsibility 
they  owed  to  their  constituents  for  the  exerdse  of 
the  law-making  power  and  that  of  choosing  their 
mere  ministerial  officers;  and  he  was  yet  to  learn 
that  he  was  responsible  to  his  constituents  for 
choosing  this  or  that  doorkeeper,  this  or  that  clerk. 
In  snch  cases,  Mr.  P.  held  that  he  himself  consti- 
tuted a  part  of  the  constituent  body.  They  were, 
in  part,  his  officers,  accountable  tn  him  Tor  their 
conduct,  and  not  to  the  people.  The  converse  doc- 
trine pushed,  might  be  carried  next  into  their 
boarding  bouses. 

But  Mr.  P.  was  inclined  to  doubt  the  policy  of  that 
resolution  upon  other  and  higher  grounds.  The 
experience  of  the  last  few  months  had  taught  him 
to  dread  a  power  higher  than  their  Executive,  and 
more  tremendous  in  its  operation— he  alluded  to 
the  power  represented  by  corporations.  Pass  that 
resolution,  and  this  power  will  be  brought  directly 
to  bear  upon  that  House,  and  when  it  is,  govern- 
mental and  executive  influence  would  be  nothing 
compared  with  it. 

M.  P.  admitted  the  general  theory  of  the  inde- 
pendence of  open  voting,  especially  in  Virginiaand 
Tennessee,  where  the  mass  of  the  voters  are  land- 
holders; bat  go  into  other  States  where  two-thirds 
of  them  were  differently  situated,  and  especially  in- 
to the  larger  cities,  and  he  wonld  ask  where 
would  be  the  independence  of  the  elective  franchise, 
if  it  were  expressed  viva  voree  with  this  tremen- 
dous power  brought  to  bear  upon  it?  He  was 
oppoMd  to  the  resolution,  aad  should  vote  against 
it. 

The  resolution  was  further  opposed  by  Messrs. 
PSARCE  of  Maryland,  WISB,  REED,  SER* 
GRANT,  and  STANLEY,  and  supported  by 
Messrs.  ROBERTSON,  JENIFER,  WILLIAM 
MORRIS. 

Mr.  TILLINGHAST,  with  a  view  to  effect 
both  objects,  moved  an  amendment  that  the  vote 
should  be  taken  by  ballot,  but  each  member  should 
ascribe  his  name  thereon. 

Mr.  STANLEY  moved  to  lay  the  whole  subject 
on  the  table;  on  which  motion 

Mr.  DROMGOOLE  demanded  the  yeas  and 
nays;  which  being  ordered,  were— yeas  81,  nays 
135,  as  follows: 

YBAB-Maom.  Adaim,  Alexander,  Hemin  Alien,  Aycricg, 
,  Borden,  BriffRi  William  B.  Calhoun,  John 
»n, 


Bell,  Biddle,  Bond,  Borden,  BriffR.  WillUm  B.  Calhoun,  John 
Calhoen.  WilUam  B.  Campbell,  John  Campbell,  Carter,  Cham. 


Grennell,  Hall,  Ilarlan,  Ilaatings,  Henry,  Herod,'  Heni^ 
Johnam,  Wf lllam  Coet  Johnnn,  Kennedj,  Lincoln,  Marvin, 
Sanson  Blaaon,  Maj,  Maxwall,  MeKenna^  Mercer,  Miliigan, 
Mitchell,  CaWanr  Blorria,  Naylor,  Noyee,  Ogle,  Pearce,  Peck, 
PickenisPope,  Potca,  Potnam, Randolph,  Reeif.  Ridgway,  Ro. 
binaon,  Ranell,  Saltonetall,  Sergeant,  Charles  Shepard,  8liirld& 
Sibley,  Plade,  Smitk.  Stanly, StoncwTotand.  John  While,  Whit! 
tleftey,  Chrletopher  H.  Will  aros,  Wise,  Word,  and  YorKe— 61. 
NAYS — Meeers.  Andeieon,  Andrewa,  AChcrton,  Banka, 
Beatty,  Bairoe,  Bicknell,  BinhalK  Bouldm,  Brodbaad,  Buchan- 
an, Bynum,  CambrelenK,CafleY,Chaney,  Chapman,  Cheatham, 
Clark,  Colee,  Connor,  Crabb,  Craig,  Crary,  Ciiahman,  Dawaon, 
Davee,  Deberrv,  De  Gra/T,  DromeooTe,  Duncan.  Dunn,  Elainn^ 
■wia(t,  FttrriR|t«o,  FUrileld,  laaac  Fletcher,  Foster*  Fry,  Gal- 
lup, James  Garland,  Glascock,  James  Graham,  Grantland, 
Grant,  Gray,  Griffin,  Hammond,  Ha  men  Harrison,  Hawkim^ 
tUjoM,  Holt,  HopMna.  Howard,  Habtey,  Wm.  H.  Hoatar, 
Robert  M.  T.  Huatar,  Thotam  B.  Jaokpon,  Jabes  Jaeksoo, 
Jeolfer,  Josepli  Johnson,  Nathaniel  Jones,  John  W.  Jonei^ 
Kemble,  Klinfenamttb,  Legale,  Leadbetter,  Lewfai  Logan, 
*    Ljroo,  Malio^  JaoiM  H  Mhso,' MmiT^  If cKa/, 


^bert  McClcllan,  Abraham  McClellan,  McClu^^  Mootgumeir, 
MomMoigaii,MatUaaMonls,  flunuel  W.  Bforris,  Mnnay, 


B3UV|JIVI,  OIIJUOT,   Ol  _  _        

ingen,  TaiiaAno,  ThooML  TilUncbast,  Tliui,  ttouoei:  Towns, 
TlL™*3i  Srff'^^'^y^lJ"?^'^**^'  Wa«ner,  Webeier, 
^^''jf'^iSk^***'^  Jared  W.^IUiana.  Joseph!,  wblisms,  and 

So  the  HoQse  refused  to  lay  the  solncet  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY  then  rose  and  said  that, 
ia  view  of  the  shortness  of  the  session,  and  the  mass 
of  business  before  them,  and  beUeving  no  farther 
light  conld  be  thrown  upon  the  subject,  for  it  had 
undergone  diseussaon,  from  year  to  year,  for  years 
back,  he  demanded  the  previons  question,  which 
the  House  seconded. 

The  main  question  being  on  the  adoption  of  the 
original  resolution  being  then  ordered  thereon, 

Mr.  DROMGOOLE  called  for  the  yeas  and 
nays;  which,  being  ordered,  were— yeas  126,  nays 
85,  as  follows: 

YEAS— MsOTre.  Asdenon,  Andrews,  Atherton,  Banks,  Beat- 
t7,Beime.  Bicknell,  BirdaalL  BoukUn,  Broadhead,  Bud)a.tta, 
Bynunt  Carobroleng,  Wm.  B.  Campbell,  Casey.  Chaney,  Clark, 


James  Graham,  Oraniland,  Grant,  Gray,  Griffin,  Hammond, 
Hamer,  Harrison,  Hawoo,  Hawkins,  Haynea,  Holt,  Hopkinii, 
Howard,  Hubley,  Wm.  II.  Hunter,  Robert  M.  T.  Hunitr, 
Thomas  B.  Jackson,  Jabez  Jackson.  Jenifer,  Joseph  Johnaon, 
Nathaniel  Jones,  John  W.  Jones,  Kemble,  Klina ensmith,  !>•- 
aarcL  Leadbeuer,  Lewis,  Logan,  Loomia,  JL^on,  Mallory,  Jamea 
M.  Mason,  McKay,  Rcberi  McOiellan,  Abraham  McC  cllan, 
McOlure,  Menefoe,  Montcomeiy,  Moore,  Monran,  Mathla»  Mor- 
ria,  Samuel  W.Morria,  Murray,  Noble,  Palmer,  Parker,  Par* 
menler,  Panris,  Paynter,PeirikiB,  Phalpe,  Plumer,  Praf,  Rari- 
den,  Reitr,  Rencber.  Rivea,  Robertson,  Sawyer,  Shrffer,  Augus- 
tine 11.  Shepperd.  Sheplor.  Snyder,  SouthfKate,  Spencer,  Staart, 
Swearinnn,  Tftlfaferro,  Thomao,  Tiliinghaat,  Titoa,  l^unen 
Towna.  Taroey,  Underwood,  Vail,  Yanderveer,  Wagenar,  Web- 
ster, Albert  8.  White,  Whittlesey,  Sberrod  Williamr,  Jared  W. 
Williams,  Joseph  L.  Williams,  aildYeIl-126.  ' 

NAVS— Messrs.  Adams,  Alexander.  Heman  Allen,  John  W. 
Alien,  Aycrigf,  Bell,  Biddle,  Bond,  Borden,  Brins,  Wm.  B. 
Calhoun,  John  Calhoon,  Carter,  Chambera,  Cheatham,  Childa, 
Coffin,  CoTwin,  Cranston,  Crocfeptt,  Curtis,  CusMng,  Davies, 
Dennis,  Evans,  ETeretK  RiehartI  Fletcher.  Inaac  Fleichor.Fill- 
mora,  GiddineR,  Ooode,  Wm.  Graham,  Graves,  GtennelL  jr. 
Hall,  Harlan,  Hastlntt,  Henry,  Herod,  Henry  JohnBOl^  Wm. 
Cost  Johnson,  Kennedv,  Lincoln,  Marrin.  ftamson  Mason.  Mau 
ry,  May,  Maxwell,  McKennan,  Mercer,  Milligan,  Miichell,  Cal- 
vary Morris,  Naylor,  Noyes,  Oale,  Pearce,  Peck.  Pickens,  Pope, 
Pottsjjr.  Putnam,  Randolph,  Reed,  Ridgwav,  Robinson,  Rus- 
sell,  Saltonetall,  Sergeant,  Charles  Shepanf.  Shields,  fiibley, 
Blada,  Smith,  Stanly,  Stone,  Stratton,  Thompson,  Jr.  Tbland. 
John  While,  C.  H.  Williams;  Wise.  Word,  and  TorkV-«.    ^ 

So  the  proposition  as  originally  introduced  waa 
agreed  to. 

Pending  the  taking  the  question, 

Mr.  ADAMS  called  the  attention  of  the  Honse  to 
the  fact  that  the  resolntion  wonld  be  unconstitution- 
al, on  the  ground  that  in  elections  by  the  House, 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  provided  that 
they  should  be  by  ballot.  At  a  subsequent  stage, 
however, 

Mr.  SHERROD  WILLIAMS,  en  leare,  sub- 
mitted the  following  resolution,  which  was  agreed  to: 

Retohed^  That  the  rule  adopted  on  this  day  be 
modified  as  follows:  after  the  word  "House,**  in 
the  4th  line,  insert  "of  its  officers.'* 

On  motion  of  Mr.  GARLAND  of  Virginia,  the 
use  of  the  H»ll  was  granted  to  tlie  American  Colo- 
nization Society  for  to-morrow  evening. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CURTIS, 

Retohed,  That  the  drawing  accompanying  the 
report  from  the  Engineer  Department  on  the  light 
house  on  Timm's  Knoll,  in  the  harbor  of  New 
York,  be  printed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  FILLMORE,  it  was 

Ordered^  That  the  drawings  illustrative  of  the 
condition  of  certain  improvements  in  navigation  on 
Lake  Erie,  which  accompany  the  annual  report 
from  the  Topographical  Bureau,  and  formiDg  a 
part  of  the  documents  with  the  Presideni*s  Message, 
be  printed. 

Oa  motion  of  Mr.  WORD, 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
passing  a  law  to  confer  circait  court  Jurisdiction  on 
the  District  Court  of  the  United  Stales  for  the 
northern  district  of  the  State  of  Mississippi. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  JOHNSON  of  Maryland, 

Resotvei,  That  the  use  of  this  Hall  be  given  to 
Professor  J.  Orville  Tkylor,  of  the  Unitecsiiy  of 
New  Tork,  as^requested  by  the  American  Coumoa 
School  Society,  to  deliver  an  address  on  Thursdi^ 
evening,  at  —  o^elock,  on  the  condition  of  the  com- 
mon tebools  in  this  onmtrjr,  and  inAtftbenncs  of 
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the  cADse  of  geaenl  edacation  throi^hont  the 
United  SUKes. 

Mr.  MORGAN  asked  leave  to  present  to  the 
House  a  resolaiion. 

Mr.  QARLAND  of  Lonisiaita  objected. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  MOROAN  the  rules  were  sus- 
pended; whereupon,  he  offered  the  following: 

Besohedj  That  this  House  will,  on  to-morrow, 
at  one  o'clock,  proceed  to  the  election  of  a  chaplain 
to  serve  durins:  ihe  present  session  of  Congress. 

Mr.  BRONSON  moved  to  strike  out  "to-mor- 
row," and  insert  "this  time;''  which  was  disagreed 
to. 

The  resolution  was  then  adopted. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  SHIELDS, 

The  HoQse  adjourned. 


IN  SENATE, 
TuisDAT,  December  11, 1838. 

The  PRESIDENT  communicated  a  report  from 
the  Commissioner  of  the  Public  Buildings,  made  in 
pursuanceoftheact  of  March  3d,  18^,  showing 
the  sums  expended  on  the  different  public  build- 
ings for  the  past  year. 

The  PRESIDENT  also  communicated  the  me- 
morial of  Samuel  H.  Thompson;  which  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

Mr.  TIPTON  pre.«ented  the  memorial  of  the 
heirs  of  Henry  Conway,  late  captain  of  the  Rero- 
intionary  army;  which  was  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Revolutionary  Claims. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  presented  the  memorial  of  sun- 
dry citizens  of  Charleston,  (S.  C.)  praying  that  an 
appropriation  may  be  made  for  the  erection  of  a 
light-house  at  Indian  Key,  Florida;  and  also  asking 
for  the  e»iablishment  of  a  port  of  entry  and  delivery 
at  that  place:  referred  to  the  Committee  ou  Com- 
merce. 

Mr.  LUMPKIN  presented  the  petition  of  Alfred 
Stewart,  asking  compensation  for  property  taken 
from  hii  late  father  in  1780,  by  the  Cherokee  In- 
dians: referred  to  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs. 

Mr.  TIPTON  presented  the  memorial  of  certain 
officers  of  the  army  of  the  United  Stats,  asking  for 
increase  and  graduation  of  their  pay:  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

Mr.  ME<^RICK  presented  the  petition  of  the 
widow  of  John  L.  De  Van  Brun;  which  was  refer- 
red to  the  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims. 

Also,  the  petition  of  the  executors  of  William  D. 
Cheevers,  asking  remuneration  for  supplies  furnish- 
ed the  Uoiteil  States  troops  during  the  late  war:  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Also,  the  memorial  of  Malachi  Hagan,  asking 
compensation  for  the  occupation  of  his  property  by 
the  United  States  troops  in  Florida;  which  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  or  Claims. 

Also,  the  petition  of  E<iza  Causln,  asking  for  the 
pension  to  which  her  father,  the  late  Colonel  Stone, 
was  entitled:  referrecd  to  the  Committee  on  Pen- 
sions. 

Also  the  petition  of  John  Brush,  asking  compen- 
sation for  property  destroyed  daring  the  last  war 
with  Great  Britaia;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mitter on  Claims. 

Mr.  NICHOLAS  presen-ed  the  petition  of  Albin 
Michel,  and  the  petition  of  Albin  Michel  in  behalf  of 
the  heirs  of  T.  B.  Luseer,  which  were  severally  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims. 

Also,  the  petition  of  Andrew  Armsiron;?,  asking 
a  readjustment  of  his  accounts  as  naval  agent; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs. 

Mr.  BOANE  presented  the  petition  of  Ann 
•Cook,  widow  of  Charies  Cook;  which  was  referred 
xo  the  Committee  on  Claims. 

Mr.  NILE8  presented  the  petition  of  Rufus  F6x, 
asking  for  a  peasu)B;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Coaimittee  on  Pensions. 

Mr.  NORVELL  presented  the  petition  of  Jacob 
Gideon,  a  soldier  of  the  RevoluCiya,  /»skin|  for  ar- 
rears of  pensiuos:  referred  to  the  CommUtee  on 
Pensions^ 

Alos  the  papers  of  the  widow  of  Alexander 
Hamilton;  which  .were  referred  to  the  Commiuee 
on  Revolutionary  Claims, 

The  res'iuiion  submitted  yesterday  by  Mr.  WIL- 
LIAMS, was  considered  and  agreed  tc-. 

filx*  CLAY  of  Alabama,  from  the  Commixi^  Qi» 


Public  Landa,  to  which  had  been  referred  the  bill 
to  eetabliahAB  additional  land  district  in  the  State^ 
of  Alabama,  reported  the  same  without  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  CLAY  of  Alabama  gave  notice  that  he 
would  to-morrow  ask  leave  to  introduce  the  follow- 
ing bills: 

A  bill  for  the  benefit  of  the  Alabama,  Florida 
and  Georgia  Railroad  Company;  and 

A  bill  for  the  benefit  of  the  Stima  and  Tennes- 
see Railroad  Company. 

Mr.  PRENTISS,  on  leave,  in  pursuance  of  no- 
tice given,  introduced  a  bill  to  authorize  the  pay- 
ment of  invalid  pensions  in  certain  cases; 

Also,  a  bill  granting  a  pension  to  David  Waller; 
which  were  severally  twice  read  and  referred. 

Mr.  LINN  gave  notice  that  he  would  to-morrow 
ask  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  re- 
presentatives of  Philip  Barbour,  deceased. 

Mr.  RIVES  gave  notice  that  he  would  to-mor- 
row ask  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  regulate  the  pay 
of  masters  in  the  navy. 

The  following  bills  were  severally  read  the  third 
time  and  passed: 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Erastus  Fairbanks  and 
Thaddeus  Fairbanks;  and 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Elisha  Town. 

Mr.  FULTON  gave  notice  that  he  would  to- 
morrow ask  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  settle  the 
title  to  a  certain  tract  of  land  in  Arkansas. 

Mr.  LINN,  on  leave,  and  in  pursua'ice  of  notice 
given,  introduced  a  bill  to  authorize  the  issuing  of 
r  patent  to  the  heirs  or  legal  representatives  of 
Francis  Rivaud,  deoea^d:  read  twice,  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims. 

Also,  a  bill  to  transfer  to  the  citizens  of  the  pa- 
rish of  Concordia,  in  the  State  of  LouiMana,  the 
interest  of  the  United  States  to  a  certain  tract  ol 
land:  read  twice,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Private  Land  Claims. 

Also,  a  bill  to  confirm  claims  to  land  in  the  dis- 
trict between  the  Rio  Hando  and  Sabine  rivers: 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims. 

Also,  a  bill  confirming  certain  land  claims  in 
Louihiana:  read  twice,  and  referre.1  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Private  Land  Claims. 

Also,  a  bill  to  confirm  certain  land  claims  in  the 
Ouachita  land  district,  in  the  State  of  Louisiana: 
read  twice,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Public  Lands. 

Also,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  Bogy:  read 
twice,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pritraie 
Land  Claims. 

Also,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Jean  B.  Valle:  read 
twice,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Indian 
Affairs. 

Also,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Sebastian  Butcher, 
and  the  hrirs  and  legal  repreren natives  of  Bartho- 
lomew Butcher,  Michael  Butcher,  and  Peter 
Bloom :  read  twice,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Private  Land  Claims. 

Also,  a  bill  to  continue  in  force  the  '*  Act  for  the 
final  adjustment  of  private  land  claims  in  Missou- 
ri,** approved  9th  July,  1833,  and  the  set  supple- 
mental thereto,  approved  dd  March,  1833:  read 
twice,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Private 
Land  Claims. 

Also,  a  bill  to  authorize  the  occupation  of  the 
Colombia  or  Oregon  Territory:  read  twice,  and 
referred  to  a  Select  Committ«*e,  consist! na  of  Mr. 
LYNN,  chairman,  Mr.  CALHOUN,  Mr.  CLAY 
of  Kentucky,  Mr.  WALKER,  and  Mr  PIERCE. 

Mr.  PREiarrON,  on  leave,  and  in  pursuance  of 
notice  given,  introduced  a  joint  resolution  making 
an  appropriation  for  the  purchase  of  a  site  for  a 
magazine  and  keeper^s  house,  in  the  city  of  Wash- 
ington :  read  twice,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Military  Affairs. 

Mr.  FULTON,  on  leave,  and  in  pursuance  ef 
notice  given,  introduced  a  bill  making  appropria- 
tions to  complete  certain  military  roads  in  Arkan- 
sas :  read  twice,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Roads  and  Canals. 

Also,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  sundry  citizens  of 
Arkansas,  who  have  lost  their  improvements  in 
consequence  i>f  ^  treaty  betweea  the  United  States 
and  the  Choctaw  ladianu  read  twice,  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs. 

Also,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Richard  7.  Banks  of 


Arkansas:  read  twicer ^Hd refecred  to  the  GommiU 
t*e  on  Indian  Afilaiis* 

Mr.  SWIFT,  on  leave,  and  in  parraanee  of  wh 
tice  given,  inirodaoed  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Joha 
Newton;  which,  with  papers  relating  to  it,  waa  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Public  I^da. 

Mr.  ROANE,  on  leave,  and  in  ptuaaaDce  of  bo- 
tice  given,  introdoeed  a  bill  making  an  appropriar 
tion  for  the  support  of  the  Penitentiary  of  the  Dia- 
irict  of  Columbia:  read  twice,  and  refened  to  the 
Committee  on  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  on  leave,  and  in  porsuanee  of  no- 
tice given,  introduced  a  bill  making  certain  aUow- 
anees  to  the  executor  of  Loammi  Baldwin,  da- 
ceased:  read  twice,  and  referred  to  the  CoBflaittee 
on  Naval  Affairs. 

Also,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  L.  Wiathn^ 
and  others,  directors  of  an  association  ealled  the 
New  England  and  Mississippi  Land  Company: 
read  twice,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  oa  the 
Judiciary. 

Mr.  LYON,  on  leave,  and  in  pnrananee  of  no- 
tice given,  introduced  a  bill  making  appropriatioaa 
for  the  completion  of  eertain  roads  bognn  by  the 
United  States  in  the  State  of  Michigan:  read  twiee, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Roads  and  Ca- 
nals. 

Also,  a  bill  to  change  the  location  of  the  office  of 
Surveyor  General  of  the  distrwt  composed  of  the 
States  of  Ohio,  Indiana,  and  Michigaa,  wd  for 
othei  purposes:  read  twice,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Public  Lands. 

Also,  a  bii:  granting  to  the  county  of  Kalamaaeo, 
in  the  State  of  Michigan,  the  right  of  pve-emptioa 
to  a  quarter  section  of  land,  and  for  other  pnrpo— ■ 
read  twice,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Publi-*.  Lands. 

Also,  a  bill  to  create  an  additional  land  oAoe  in 
the  State  of  Michijran,  and  for  other  parpoass: 
read  twice,  and  refeiied  to  the  Conunittee  on  the 
Public  Lands. 

Mr.  YOUNQ  gave  notice  that  he  woald,  to- 
morrow, ask  leave  to  introduce  the  following  hills: 

A  bill  granting  to  the  State  of  Illinois  the  rjght 
of  way  through  the  public  lands  of  the  Untied 
States  and  for  other  purposes. 

A  bill  granting  to  the  Galena  and  Chicago  Union 
Railroad  Company  the  right  of  way  over  the  pub- 
lic lands  of  the  United  States  and  for  other  pnr> 
poses. 

A  bill  granting  a  quantity  of  land  to  the  Misaia* 
Hppi  .ind  Rock  River  Canal  Company,  in  the  Stele 
of  Illinois,  upon  certain  conditiona  therein  az- 
pressed. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  H.  Owen,  John 
W.  Skidmore,  and  others. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  James  Duttoa. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Jane  Waller. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Isabella  Hill,  widow,  and 
John  Hill,  Elizabeth  Hill  and  Samuel  Hill,  chfl- 
dren  and  minor  heirs  at  law  of  Samuel  Hill,  de- 
ceased. 

A  bill  for  (he  relief  of  Ephraim  Sprague. 

A  bill  aphorizing  the  Piesident  of  the  Uaitel 
States  to  can;«  the  reserved  lead  mines  in  the  State 
of  lllinoi<«  nnd  Territories  of  Wisconsin  and  Iowa 
to  be  sold  a^  other  public  lands. 

Mr.  DAVIS  gave  notice  that  to-morrow  he 
would  ask  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 
the  capton;  of  the  brig  Lydia. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  owners  of  the  brjg 
Despatch. 

Mr.  McKEAN  gave  notice  that  he  woald  on 
to-morrow  4tsk  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  entitled 
'*an  act  to  revive  and  continue  in  force  an  act  enti- 
tled *an  act  to  provide  for  persons  who  were  disa- 
bled by  known  wounds  leeeived  in  the  Revolation- 
ary  war.'  ♦» 

Mr.  CLAY  of  Alabama  submitted  the  follow- 
ing resolution,  which  was  considered  and  adopted: 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Commerce  he 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  eeta* 
blishing  a  hospital  at  some  point  near  the  foot  of   ^ 
the  Muscle  Shoals,  for  the  accommodation  of  the    ; 
sick  and  disabled  boatmen  and  passengers  navigal- 
ing  the  Tennessee  river. 

Mr.  NILBS  submitted  the  following  reatrfaiioa, 
which  was  considered  and  adopted: 

Rescimd^  That  the  Committee  on  Pemfont  ha  ia- 
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itnieifd  u  ioqoire  iato  the  expediency  of  allowing 
aa  inerpase  of  pension  to  John  I.  Bii lings. 

BAr.  YOUNG  sobmiued  the  following  rcsohition, 
whidk  was  oonaidered  and  adopted: 

Maohei^  That  the  Committee  on  Commerce  be 
iutnicted  lo  inqaire  into  the  expediency  of  esta- 
Uishii^  pony  of  entry  and  delivery  at  the  cities  of 
Chicago  and  Alton,  in  the  State  of  Illinois. 

Mr.  NILES  snbmiited  the  following  retolation, 
which  was  considered  aod  adopted: 

ScMlped,  That  the  Committee  on  Claims  be  in- 
atricled  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  allowing 
the  claim  of  Abel  Gay  and  Waller  Loorais  as  ori- 
ginal contractors  for  constructing  the  Cnmberland 
load. 

TheiesolQtiDii  offered  yesterday  by  Mr.  YOUNO, 
that  the  Committee  on  Commerce  be  instructed  to 
iaqnre  into  the  expediency  of  establishing  a  hos- 
pittl  for  the  accommodation  »f  sick  and  disabled 
boamen  and  passengers  navigating  the  Mississ- 
ippi and  Ohio  rivers,  at  the  month  of  the  Ohio, 
river,  in  the  State  of  Illinois;  was,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
TIPTON,  taken  up,  and  after  being  amended, 
was  adopted. 

<hi  motion  by  Mr.  CLAY,  of  Ala.  the  joint  re- 
sehition  femming  the  thanks  of  Congress  to  George 
Waiihingtnn  Lafayette  was  taken  np,  and  refer- 
ifd  to  the  Committee  on  ihe  Library. 

On  mouon  by  Mr  DAVIS, 

The  Senate  went  into  Executive  boiiness,  and 
afterwards  adjonmed. 


HOOSB  OF  REPRESENTATTVES, 
ToBSDAT,  December  11,  1838. 

As  soon  as  the  jonmal  was  read, 

Mr.  HAYNES  rose  and  said,  that  as  the  com- 
mittees were  appointed,  he  asked  leave  to  move 
that  the  Hon<e  go  into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  Fresident^s  Message.  * 

Mr.  MERCER  objecting, 

Mr.  HAYNES  moved  a  suspension  of  the  rales, 
but  it  did  not  prevail. 

Bniuons  and  memorials  were  then  called  for  in 
the  order  of  States,  and  were  presented  as  follows: 

Messr?.  EVANS  and  NOYES,  of  Maine. 
RIGHTS  OP  THE  SOUTH. 

When  New  Hampshire  was  called  on, 

Mr.  ATHERTON  rose  and  asked  leave  to  $nb- 
mitthe  following  resolutions: 

Retetted,  That  this  Government  is  a  Government 
of  limited  powers,  and  that,  by  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  State?,  CongrcKj  has  no  jurisdiction 
wbatever  over  the  institution  of  slavery  in  the  se- 
Taal  States  of  the  Confederacy. 

Rtsohel,  That  petitions  for  the  abolition  of 
dtrery  in  the  District  of  Colombia  and  the  Terri- 
tories of  the  United  State.^,  and  against  the  removal 
of  slaves  from  one  State  to  another,  are  a  part  of  a 
plan  of  operations  set  on  foot  to  affect  the  instit%> 
tion  of  ylarery  in  the  several  States,  and  thus  indi- 
rectly to  destroy  that  institution  within  their  limits. 

JUtohed,  That  Congress  has  no  right  to  do  that 
indirectly  which  it  cannot  do  directly;  and  that  the 
agiiatioo  of  the  subject  of  slavery  in  the  District  of 
Golnnbia,  or  the  Territories,  as  a  means,  and  with 
Ihe  view,  of  disturbing  or  overthrowing  that  insti- 
miioa  in  the  several  States,  Is  against  the  true  spirit 
and  meaning  of  the  Constitution,  an  infringement 
of  the  rights  of  the  States  affected,  and  a  breach  of 
the  public  faith  upon  which  they  entered  into  the 
Confederacy. 

Bgwtvedy  That  the  Constitution  rests  on  the  broad 
principle  of  eqnali*y  among  the  membeis  of  this 
Coafederaey,  and  that  Congress,  in  the  exercise  of 
its  adoiowlcKlged  powers,  has  no  right  to  discrimi- 
Bate  between  the  institutions  of  one  portion  of  the 
SiMes  and  another,  with  a  view  of  abolishing  the 
<me  and  promoting  the  other. 

Jbssfaed,  tktrtfirt,  That  all  attempts  on  the  part 
of  CoBgress  lo  abolish  slavery  in  the  District  of  Co- 
lombia or  the  Territories,  or  to  prohibit  the  remo- 
<val  of  slaves  from  Stale  to  State,  or  lo  discriminate 
Wtween  the  institutions  of  one  portion  of  the  Con* 
Mttacy  and  another,  with  the  views  aforesaid,  are 
in  violation  of  tBe  ConsUmtion,  destructive  of  the 
ftmilamrntti  principle  on  which  the  Union  of  these 
Blitct  reals,  aod  beyond  the  jurisdictiott  of  Con- 
gvcBi;  and  that  erery  petition,  memorial,  leaolation* 
pnpoMtioB,  or  poper,  ttroaUog  ox  relating  in  any 


way,  or  to  any  extent  whatever,  to  slavery  as  afore- 
said, or  the  abolition  thereof,  shall,  on  the  presenta- 
tton  thereof,  withont  any  farther  action  thereon,  be 
laid  opon  the  table,  without  being  debated,  printed, 
or  referred. 

Mr.  CUSHINO  objected  to  their  introdnction  at 
this  time. 

Mr.  ATHERTON  thereupon  moved  a  snspen- 
of  the  mles. 

Mr.  ADAMS  and  Mr.  CUSRMAN  simulta- 
neously demanded  the  yeas  and  nays;  which,  being 
ordered,  were — ^yeas  137,  nays  66,  as  follows: 

YEAB-Mman.  Anderaon,  Androwa,  Athertoo,  Bwilu.  Beat* 


tr.  Been,  Boirne,  Boil,  BickoeU,  Birdaall,  Brodbattd,  Buclianan, 
Bynum,  J>)hn  Caiho«n,  Cambreleng,  William  B.  CamplMl' 
John  CamptMll,  Carter,  Ohambere,  Chapman,  ClMatham,  Ctov 


,  Craig,  Crary,  Crockett,  Cu^man, 
(T,  Dremgoole,  Elmore,  Farrington, 
Hup,  James  Garland,  Rice  OarTand, 


oej,  Colee,  Connor,  Crabn,  Craig,  Crary, 
Daireon,  l>et>erf7,  De  Grafl;  D 
Fairfiela,  Poeier,  Fry,  QaHup, 

Glaecock,  James  Graham,  Oraiuland,  Grant,  Gray,  6riflin,Ham- 
mond,  Hamer,  Harlan,  llarrunn,  flawce,  Hawkins,  Hayne^ 
Holt,  nopkine,  Howard,  Hubley,  William  H.  Hunter,  Robert 
M.  T.  Hanier,  Thomas  B.  Jackson,  Jabes  Jackson,  Henry  John* 
son,  Joeeph  Johnson,  William  Cost  Johnson,  Nathaniel  Jones, 
John  W.  Jonee,  Keim,  Kemble.  Klmxensmtib,  Lewis,  Loican, 
Loomla,  Lyon,  Mallory,  Martin,  May.  McKay,  Rf»l>eri  Mcdlel- 
Ian,  Abraham  McCleilan,  McC.ure,  McKennan.  Menefee,  Mer- 
cer.  Miller,  Montgomery.  Moore,  Morgan,  Samuel  W.  Monia^ 
Murray,  Noble,  P><lmer,  Parker,  Paynier,  Pearcc,  Penny  barker, 
Petrikin,  Phelps,  Pickens,  Plam«;r,  Pope,  Pratt,  Reily,  Ren- 
cher,  Rheit,  Rivm,  Robertson,  Rumscy,  Augustine  If.  Hhep* 
perdi  Charles  Shepard,  Shields.  Shepior,  Snyder,  Souihgate, 
Spencer,  Stanly, Stuart,  Stnne,  Sweanngen,  Taliaferro,  Taylor, 
Thomas,  Titus,  Toiicey,  Towns,  Torney,  Underwood,  Vail, 
Wacener,  Webster,  Weeks.  John  White,  Whitiletev,  Sherrod 
Williams,  Jared  W.  Williams,  Jomph  L.  Williams,  Christopher 
H.  Williams.  Wise,  Word,  and  Yell-137. 

NATS— Messrs.  Adams,  Alexander,  Heman  Allen,  John  W. 
Allen,  ATcrigg,  Bouldin,  Briggs,  William  B.  Calhoun,  Casey, 
Childs,  Clark,  Coffin,  Corwio,  Cranston,  Curtis,  Cushiog,  Dar- 
lington, Davee.  Davies,  Dunn,  Edwanlv,  ETans.  Everett,Ewing, 
Richard  Pleisher,  Isaac  Fletcher,  Fillmore.  Oiddings,  Goode, 
William  Graham.  Oreonell,  Halfy,  Hall,  Harper,  Ua^tings 
Herod.  Ingham.  Lincoln,  Marvin,  Samson  Mason,  Mitchell,  Cal- 
vary MoiTia,  Naylor,  Noves,  Parmenter,  Peck,  Potts,  Putnam, 
Rariden.  Randolph,  Reed,  Rid«way,  Robinson,  Russell,  Salton- 
sull.  Sergeant,  Sibley,  Slade,  Smith.  Straiton,  Tnli^ghas^  To- 
land,  Albert  S.  White,  and.Yorke-66. 

So  the  rules  were  .^^uspended. 

The  re-otations  l)eing  before  the  Hoaxe, 

Mr.  ATHERTON  addressed  the  Chair  as  yoU 
lows: 

In  addressing  the  House  at  this  time  my  object 
is,  very  briefly,  to  explain  the  purport  of  the  resolu- 
tions josi  offered,  and  the  reasons  which  have  in- 
duced me  to  present  them. 

The  first  resolution  declares  *<that  this  Go- 
▼emment  is  a  Government  of  limited  powers,  and 
that  by  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  Con- 
gress has  no  jurisdiction  whatever  over  the  institu- 
tion of  slavery  in  the  several  Stales  of  the  Confe- 
deracy." 

To  suppose  that  this  resolution  would  not  meet 
very  general  assent  would  be  to  suppose  that  the 
most  ultra  Federal  Q'  i:.>ns  are  entertained  as  to  the 
powers  of  Ihe  General  (Government,  and  that  those 
l^nwers  are  considered  as  entirey  absolnte  and  un- 
limited. 

The  second  resolution  declares  that  petitions  for 
the  abolition  of  slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia 
and  the  Territories  of  the  United  States,  and  against 
the  removal  of  slaves  from  one  Stare  to  another, 
are  a  part  of  a  plan  of  operations  set  on  foot  to  af- 
fect the  institution  of  slavery  in  the  several  States, 
and  thus  indirectly  to  destroy  that  institution  within 
thffir  limits. 

Legally  and  morally,  Mr.  Speaker,  men  arehrKt 
responsible  for  the  consequences  which  their  acts 
have  a  manifest  tendency  to  produce.  This  reso- 
lution contains  an  expression  of  our  opinion  as  to 
the  ultimate  object  and  tendency  of  these  petitions 
and  memorials.  Can  any  one  wh  >  does  not  shot 
his  eyes  to  what  is  going  on  around  him,  doubt  as 
to  the  effect,  and  as  to  the  intention  of  these  peti- 
tion^l  I  cannot  doubt  it,  sir,  without  disbelieving 
the  open  avowals  of  these  petitioners  themselves. 
In  saying  this,  I  refer,  however,  not  to  many  ho- 
nest persons  who  have  signed  them  without  a  suf- 
ficient examination  of  the  important  bearing  of  the 
questioo;  nor  to  others,  such  for  instance  as  fe- 
males and  children,  who  have  had,  in  afiixing  their 
siffnatores,  too  frequently  no  definite  intention  or 
object;  but  to  those  who  call  loudly  for  the  presen- 
tation of  these  petitions,  who  get  them  up,  who 
circulate  them  forsignatare,  and  whose  btuineas  it 
aeems  (o  be  to  agitate  the  community  on  this  sub- 
ject. 

The  third  xcflolatipB  declares  that  Congreo  has 


nb  right  to  do  that  indireaily  n^ieh  it  cannot  do 
directly,  and  that  the  agitation  of  the  subject  of 
slavery  in  the  District  of  Colambia  or  the  Territo- 
ries, as  a  means,  or  with  the  view,  of  disturlnog  or 
overthrowing  that  institution  in  the  several  Stales, 
is  against  the  true  spirit  and  meaning  of  the  Con- 
siitntion,  an  infringement  of  the  rights  of  ihe  States 
affected,  and  a  breach  of  the  public  faith,  upon 
which  they  entered  into  this  Confederacy. 
'  The  fourth  resolution  declares  **that  the  Con- 
stitution rests  on  the  broad  principle  of  equality 
among  the  members  of  this  Confederacy,  and  that 
Congress,  in  the  exereise  of  its  acknowledged  pow- 
ers, has  no  right  to  discriminate  between  the  insti- 
tutions of  one  portion  of  the  States  and  another, 
with  a  view  of  abolishing  the  one  and  promoting 
the  other." 

I  am  not  aware  that  any  code  of  political  oon- 
stmction  or  political  moralitf  ought  to  find  favor  in 
this  House,  by  which  the  justice  ot  these  two  reso- 
lutions shall  not  be  fully  admitted.  Indeed,  sir,  I 
must  say  that  all  the  resolutions  to  which  I  have 
adverted  seem  very  like  truiros,  about  which  no 
dispute  can  be  entertained;  and  it  also  seems  to  me, 
that  from  these  the  principles  contained  in  the  fifth 
and  last  resolution  follow  by  necessary  consequence. 

The  fiAh  resolution  declares  that,  therefore,  all 
attempts  on  the  part  of  Congress  to  abolish  slavery 
in  the  District  of  Columbia,  or  in  the  Territories, 
or  to  prohibit  the  removal  of  slaves  from  State  to 
State,  or  to  discriminate  befween  the  institutions  of 
one  portion  of  the  Confederacy  and  another,  with 
the  views  aforesaid,  are  in  violation  of  the  Consti- 
tution, destructive  of  the  fundamental  principles  on 
which  the  union  of  these  States  rests,  and  beyond 
the  jurisdiction  of  Cenjjress." 

These  are  the  principles  laid  down  in  the  fiAh 
resolution,  and  as  I  have  said,  they  seem  to  me 
to  follow  by  neees<sary  consequence  from  the  prr- 
cedinx  resolutions.  But  the  fifth  resolution  proceed.i 
still  Norther,  and  provides  for  the  mode  of  action 
of  the  Hause  upon  petitions,  memorials,  &c.  on 
this  subject;  and  from  the  principles  embodied  in 
the  first  part  of  the  resolution,  the  propriety  of  the 
mode  of  action  prescribed,  becomes  at  once  ap- 
parent. 

The  latter  part  of  the  resolution  provides  that 
every  petition,  memorial,  resolution,  proposition  or 
paper,  tending  or  relating  in  any  way,  or  to  any 
extent  whatever,  to  slavery  as  aforesaid,  or  the 
abolition  thereof,  shall,  on  the  presentation  thereof, 
without  any  fnriber  action  thereon,  be  laid  upon 
the  tabic,  without  being  debated,  printed,  or  re- 
ferred. 

This  provision  is,  in  effect,  similar  to  the  reso- 
lution of  the  34th  of  December,  1837,  on  the  same 
sobject.  It  is  within  the  knowledge  of  all,  that  the  re- 
solution of  the  S4th  December  was  also  nearly  simi- 
lar to  a  resolution  adopted  by  the  House  several  year^ 
since,  after  full  examination  of  the  subject  by  a 
committee.  The  representatives  of  the  State  which 
I,  in  part,  repre.<»ent,  voted  for  that  resolution,  and 
one  of  them  was  of  the  committee  who  reported  it. 
Their  course  met  the  decided  appn>bation  of  a  ma- 
jority of  their  constituents,  as  I  believe  has  the 
course  of  those  who  supported  the  similar  resolu- 
tion of  the  24th  December.  Al  any  rate,  I  may 
be  pardoned  for  saying  of  that  constituency,  that 
they  are  too  intelligent  to  be  misled  by  the  idle  and 
utterly  unfounded  pretence,  that  the  adoption  of 
such  a  resolution  is  a  denial  of  any  right  of  peti- 
tion. Still,  sir,  as  in  some  portions  of  the  country, 
from  not  sofliciently  attending  to  the  reasons  in- 
ducing it,  this  may  have  been  considered  a  mea- 
sure bordering  on  harshne.^,  I  have  tbought  pro- 
per in  submitting  that  part  of  the  last  resolntion, 
prescribing  the  mode  of  action  by  the  House, 
which  is  similar  in  effect  to  the  resolution  reported 
by  Mr.  Pinckmkv,  and  to  the  resolution  of  the 
34th  December,  1837,  to  preface  it  with  the  matter 
preceding,  embodying  the  reasons  which  not  only 
rendei^the  propriety  of  this  course  evident,  but 
show  the  impropriety  of  any  other.  I  would  treat 
these  petitions  precisely  as  I  would  any  other  in- 
volving similar  considerations.  These  sol^cU 
have  excited  anxious  attention  and  reflection  here 
and  elsewhere.  It  woiiid  be  doing  injustice  to  the 
intelligence  of  the  members  of  this  House  to  sup- 
poee  that  any  om  of  them  bad  not  auda  vf  luf 
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mind  on  the  question,  whelber  we  have  a  right  to 
grant  the  prayer  of  these  petitions  or  not.  The 
AboliiionUttf  themselves  evince  their  own  convic- 
ticn  that  the  minds  of  members,  even  before  they 
enter  this  Hall,  are  made  ap  on  these  snbjests,  by 
requiring  them  explicitly  to  state  their  opinions  and 
the  votes  they  intend  to  give.  The  matter  has  been 
once  referred  to  a  committee,  who  fally  examined 
it,  and  reported  such  argnments  as  conclusively 
show  oar  want  of  jurisdiction.  Is  it  pretended  that 
every  petition  moat  be  referred,  and  a  report  be 
made  in  full  upon  it,  and  that  the  whole  time  of 
Congress  should  be  spent  upon  the  subjecti  The 
House,  and  each  member  of  the  House,  has  fully 
coDsidered  the  subjects  involved  in  these  petitions, 
if,  then,  the  House  is  decidedly  of  opinion  that  it 
has  no  right  to  act  on  these  subjects  as  the  peti- 
tioners desire,  it  is,  as  I  conceive,  our  duty 
to  dinpose  of  the  petitions  with  as  little  de* 
lay  as  possible,  unless  indeed  our  object  be  to 
waste  our  own  time  and  the  money  of  the  people 
in  discussion  interminable  and  unavailing,  or 
worse  than  unavailing,  because  intended  to  manu- 
facture public  sentiment  for  our  consiitaents 
rather  than  to  acquire  light  for  our  own  guidance, 
and  thus  indicating  the  assumption  that  we  are 
the  roasters  instead  of  the  servants  of  the  people. 
By  the  mode  of  action  here  prescribed,  the  petitions 
are  to  be  presented  like  any  other  petitions;  from 
the  statement  of  their  contents,  required  by  the 
rules  of  the  House,  it  is  perceived  that  they  relate 
to  subjects  which  have  been  fully  considered  by 
the  House,  and  on  which  a  majority  of  the  House 
have  definitely  formed  an  opinion  that  the  House 
has  no  legitimate  jurisdiction;  and  they  are  at  once 
laid  upon  the  table. 

Believing,  sir,  as  I  do,  that  'Uhe  relation  of  mas- 
ter and  slave  is  a  matter  exclusively  within  the  regu- 
lation of  the  States  where  it  exists,  and  that  any  in- 
terference by  the  inhabitants  of  other  States  in  re- 
gard to  it,  is  not  only  unauthorised  and  intrusive, 
but  faithless  and  dishonorable,  as  being  against  the 
letter  and  spirit  of  the  sacred  compact  which  binds 
us  together*'— believing  that  the  agitation  now 
practised  on  the  subject  of  the  abolition  of  slavery, 
whether  carried  on  under  the  pretext  of  maintaining 
the  right  of  petition,  or  any  other  pretext,  results, 
either  from  a  total  misconception  of  the  nature  and 
rights  of  the  General  and  State  Governments,  or,  as 
there  is  reason  to  fear  in  some  instances,  from  hos- 
tility to  our  established  Republican  institutions— 
that  it  rends  to  alienate  the  friendly  regards  of  dif- 
ferent parts  of  our  country,  and  introduce  sectional 
differences  and  divisions — to  waste  and  consume 
the  time  of  Congress,  and  enormously  to  increase 
the  expenditure  of  the  money  of  the  people— rthat  it 
is  dangerous,  not  only  to  the  rights  of  the  citiaens  of 
th  e  slaveholding  States,  but  also,  in  the  highest  de- 
gree, to  the  integrity  of  the  Union — that,  if  persisted 
in,  it  threatens  to  involve  the  whole  countiy  in  the 
most  alarming  evils — and  that  it  ought  to  be  dis- 
countenanced by  every  friend  of  the  Union  and  of 
Republican  Government,  I  cannot  but  trust  these 
resolutions  will  meet  the  favorable  consideration  of 
the  House. 

Mr.  A.  then  demanded  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  WISE.  I  ask  the  gentlemen  of  the  North, 
as  the  North  has  been  heard,  that  the  South  shall 
be  heard  also.  These  are  not  Southern  resolu- 
tions, and  I  repudiate  them  as  such.  I  wish  to  of- 
fer an  amendment. 

The  CHAIR  said  it  was  not  in  order. 

Mr.  CUSHING  called  for  a  division  of  the 
question,  so  as  to  take  it  on  each  rtsolution. 

Mr.  WISE.  I  ask  leave  of  this  House  that  the 
South  may  be  heard  upon  this  question. 

The  CHAIR  reminded  the  gentleman  that  he 
must  be  aware  debate  could  not  be  entertained  alter 
the  previous  question  had  been  demanded. 

Mr.  WISE.  Then  I  ask  that  my  resolution 
may  be  read. 

The  CHAIR  said  it  could  only  be  don^y  una- 
nimous consent.  [Cries  of  No !  No  I  from  various 
parts  of  the  Hall.] 

Mr.  WISE.    U  is  a  plot  sprang  upon  the  South. 

Mr.  TILLINGHAST  would  ask  the  genUemen 
from  New  Hampshire  if,  after  following  up  a 
speech  and  an  argument  by  the  previous  question, 
he  woakl  not  wiihdmw  it  for  ai  least  the  same 


length  of  time,  for  a  reply,  that  his  argument  had 
consomcd.    [Cries  of  Order !  Order !] 

Mr.  STANLEY  said,  to  use  the  words  of  a  gen- 
tleman from  New  York  [Mr.  CAMsaBLSNo]  on 
another  occasion,  he  wanted  to  »ee  every  man, 
both  North  and  South  toe  the  ihark;  and  therefore 
he  moved  a  call  of  the  House;  which  was  ordered. 

When  the  name  of  Mr.  WISE  was  called,  that 
gentleman  rose  in  his  place  and  said,  as  a  reprcMn- 
tattve  of  Southern  people  and  Southern  interests, 
I  am  not  here  on  the  sobject  of  Abolition. 

The  call  was  proceeded  in,  and  223  members 
having  responded, 

Mr.  TITUS  moved  to  dispense  with  its  further 
proceedings. 

Mr.  STANLY  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays; 
which,  being  ordered,  were — ^yeas  113,  nays  99. 

YEAS — Messrs.  Anderson,  Andrew?,  Atberton, 
Banks,  Beatty,  Beers,  Beirne,  Bickneli,  Birdsall, 
Brodhead,  Bronson,  Buchanan,  Bjnom,  W.  B. 
Calhoun,  Cambreleng,  J.  Campbell,  Casey,  Cha- 
ncy, Chapman,  Cheatham,  Clowney,  Colvs,  Con- 
nor, Craig,  Crary,  Coshman,  De  Graff,  Dromgoole, 
Duncan,  Elmore,  Everett,  Farrington,  Fairfield, 
I.  Fletcher,  Fillmore,  Foster,  Fry,  Gallup,  J.  Gar- 
land, Glascock,  J.  Graham,  Grantland,  Grant, 
Gray,  Griffin,  Haley,  Hamer,  Harrison,  Hawkins, 
Haynes,  Herod,  Holt,  Hopkins,  Howard,  Hubley, 
W.  H.  Hunter,  Ingham,  T.  B.  Jackson,  Jenifer, 
Joseph  Johnson,  Nathaniel  Jones,  John  W.  Jones, 
Keim,  Kemble,  Elingensmith,  Legare,  Leadbetter, 
Logan,  Loomis,  Lyon,  J.  M.  Mason,  Martin, 
McKay,  R.  McClellan,  A.  McClellan,  MeClure, 
Montgomery,  Moore,  Morgan,  S.  W.  Morris, 
Murray,  Noble,  Pahner,  Parker,  Paris,  Paynter, 
Petrikin,  Phelps,  Pickens,  Pratt,  Reiley,  Rencher, 
Rhett,  Rives,  A.  H.  Shepperd,  C.  Shepard,  Shep- 
lor,  Smith,  Snyder,  Spencer,  Stnart,  Sweariogen, 
Taliaferro,  Taylor,  Thomas,  Titus,  Toucey,  Tor- 
ney.  Vail,  Vanderveer,  Wagener,  Webster,  Whit- 
Uesey,  J.  W.  Williams,  and  Yell— 113. 

NAYS — ^Messrs.  Adams,  Alexander,  Heman 
Allen,  Aycrigg,  Bell,  Biddle,  Bond,  Borden, 
Bouldin,  Briggs,  John  Calhoon,  William  B.  Camp- 
bell, Carter,  Chambers,  Childs,  Clark,  Coffin, 
Corwin,  Crabb,  Cianston,  Curtis,  Cusbiag, 
Darlington,  Dawson,  Davies,  Deberry,  Dennis, 
Dunn,  Edwards,  Evans,  Ewing,  Richard  Fletcher, 
Rice  Garland,  Giddings,  Goode,  William  Gra- 
ham, Graves,  Grennell,  Hall,  Harlan,  Harper, 
Hastings,  Hawes,  Robert  M.  T.  Hunter,  Jabez 
Jackson,  Henry  Johnson,  William  Cost  Johnson, 
Kennedy,  Lewis,  Lincoln,  Mallory,  Marvin, 
Sampson  Mason,  Maury,  Maxwell,  McKennan, 
Menefee,  Mercer,  Milligan,  Mitchell,  C.  Morris, 
Naylor,  Noyes,  Parmenter,  Pearce,  Peck,  Pope, 
Petts,  Putnam,  Rariden,  Randolph,  Reed,  Ridgway, 
J.  Robertson,  E.  Robinson,  Rumsey,  Saltonstall, 
Sawyer,  Sergeant,  Shields,  Sibley,  Slade,  South- 
gate,  Stanly,  Stone,  Stratton,  Tillioghast,  Toland, 
Underwood,  A.  S.  White,  J.  White,  S.  Williams, 
J.  L.  Williams,  C.  H.  Williams,  Wise,  Word, 
andYorke— »9. 

So  all  further  proceedings  on  the  call  were  dis- 
pensed with,  and  the  question  recurring  on  the 
second  for  the  previous  question, 

Mr.  WISE  again  asked  that  a  resolution  he  had 
drawn  up  as  an  amendment  be  read. 

Mr.  CUSHMAN  objected. 

Mr.  WISE  moved  a  suspension  of  the  rules; 
but  the  Chair  ruled  the  motion  to  be  out  of 
order. 

The  previous  question  was  seconded  by  the 
House,  103  to  102,  and  ordering  the  main  ques- 
tion. 

Mr.  GRENNELL  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays, 
which  were  ordered. 

Mr.  BELL  then  rose  and  said  he  would  make  a 
motion,  which  he  hoped  would  be  assented  to  on  all 
sides.  It  was  to  move  that  the  House  adjourn,  and 
to  order  the  resolutions  to  be  printed  and  laid  on 
their  tables  to-morrow,  when  they  would  vote  un- 
derstandingly  upon  them. 

The  CHAIR  said  the  motion  to  print  would  re- 
quire unanimous  consent. 

Mr.  BELL  hoped  no  gentleman  would  object  to 
a  proposition  that  seemed  to  him  so  reasonable. 

Otqaotions  w«rs  made,  however,  in  several  quar- 


ters, and  Mr.  BELL»  ^hen  made  the  motion  to  ad- 
journ, on  which 

Mr.  CUSHMAN  demanded  the  yeas  and  nayr, 
which,  being  ordered,  were  yeas  102,  nays  113. 

YEAS — Meisis.  Adams,  Alexander,  Heman  Al- 
len, John  W.  Allen,  Bell,  Biddle,  Bond,  Borden, 
Briggs,  Buchanan,  William  B.  Calhoun,  John 
Calhoon,  William  B.  Campbell,  Carter,  Chamben, 
Cheatham,  Childs,  Clark,  Coffin,  Corwin,  Crabb, 
Cranston,  Crockett,  Curtis,  Cushing,  Darlington, 
Dawson,  Davies,  Dennis,  Dunn,  Evans,  Everett, 
Ewing,  Richard  Fletcher,  Isaac  Fletcher,  Nlmore, 
Rice  Garland,  Giddings,  GN>ode,  William  Grah&m« 
Graves,  Grennell,  Hall,  Harian,  Harper,  Hast- 
ings, Hawes,  Herod,  Jabez  Jackson,  Henry 
Johnson,  Kennedy,  Lincoln,  Marvin,  Samaoa 
Mason,  Maury,  May,  Maxwell,  McKennan,  Me- 
nefee, Mercer,  Milligan,  Mitchell,  Calvary  Morris, 
Naylor,  Noyes,  Parmenter,  Pearce,  Peck,  Pope, 
Poits,  Putnam,  Raridrn,  Randolph,  Reed,  Rencher, 
Ridgway,  Edward  Robinson,  Rumsey,  Rnss^ll, 
Saltonstall,  Sergeant,  Shields,  Sibley,  Slade,  Smith, 
Souihgate,  Stanly,  Stone,  Stratton,  Taliaferro^ 
Thompson,  Tillinghast,  Toland,  Underwood,  Al- 
bert S.  White,  John  White,  Joseph  L.  Winiams, 
Christopher  H.  Williams,  Wise,  Word,  and 
Yorke— 102. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Anderson,  Andrews,  Atheztcw, 
Aycrigg,  Banks,  Beatty,  Beers,  Beirne,  Bickneli, 
Birdsall,  Bouldin,  Brodhead,  Bronson,  Bynam, 
Catnbreleng,  John  Campbell,  Casey,  Cbaney, 
Chapman,  Clownry,  Coles,  Connor,  Craig,  Crary, 
Cushman,  Deberry,  Dromgoole,  Duncan,  Elmore, 
Farrington,  Fairfield,  Foster,  Fry,  Gallup,  Glas- 
cock, James  Graham,  Gray,  Griffin,  Haley,  Ham- 
mond, Hamer,  Harrison,  Hawkins,  Haynes,  Holt, 
Hopkins,  Howard,  Hubley,  William  H.  Hunter, 
Robert  JM.  T.  Hanter,  Ingham,  Thomas  B.  Jack- 
son, Jenifer,  Joseph  Johnson,  William  Cost  John- 
son, Nathaniel  Jones,  John  W.  Jones,  Keim, 
Remble,  Klingensmith,  Legare,  Lcadbetler,  L^wia, 
Logan,  Loomis,  Lyon,  Mallory,  James  M.Mason, 
Martin,  McKay,  Robert  McClellan,  A.  McClellanl 
McClore,  Montgomery,  Moore,  Moigan,  Saznoe- 
W.  Morris,  Murray,  Noble,  Palmer,  Parker,  Par, 
rLs,  Petrikin,  Phelps,  Pickens,  Pratt,  Rhett,  Rives, 
John  Robertson,  Sawyer,  ShelTer,  Augustine  H. 
Shepperd,  Charles  Shepard,  Sheplor,  Snyder,  Spen- 
cer, Stuart,  Swearingen,  Taylor,  Thomas,  Titos, 
Toucey,  Towns,  Turoey,  Vail,  Vanderveer,  "Wa- 
gener, Webster,  Whittlesey,  Sherrod  Williams, 
Jared  W.  Williams,  and  Yell— 113. 

So  the  Houpe  refusing  to  adjourn,  the  qaeation. 
recurred  on  ordering  the  main  question  to  be  pat* 

Mr.  MASON  of  Ohio  then  raised  the  queslioA-of 
order,  whether,  as  the  llfiih  rule  of  the  House  pro- 
vided that  no  standing  rule  shoukl  be  changed 
without  one  day*s  notice,  and  as  the  48ih  rale  pirfr- 
scribed  the  mode  of  receiving  petitions,  and  the  Sth 
pending  resolution  proposed  a  change  of  that  nale 
so  far  as  a  certain  class  of  petitions  were  ooneenb- 
ed,  one  day^s  notice  should  not  have  been  given. 

The  CHAIR  said,  clearly  not,  and  it  had    been 
so  decided  on  a  former  occasion. 

The  vote  was  then  taken,  and  the  main  qaestioa 
ordered->yeas  114,  nays  107. 

YEAS— Messrs.  Anderson,  Andrews,  AthertoD, 
Banks,  Beatty,  Beers,  Beirne,  Bickneli,  BirdsaU, 
Brodhead,  Bronson,  Buchanan,  Bynum,  Cambre* 
leng,  W.  B.  Campbell,  John  Campbell,  Cs»ey, 
Chaney,  Chapman,  Clowney,  Coles,  Connor,  Cralrt>, 
Craig,  Crary,  Cushman,  Dawson,  Davee,  Debeiry, 
De  Graff,  Dromgoole,  Duncan,  Elmore,  Farrins* 
ton,  Fairfield,  Foster,  Fry,  Gallup,  J.  Garland^ 
Glascock,  Grant,  Gray,  Griffin,  Hammond,  Har- 
mer,  Harrinon,  Hawkins,  Haynes,  Holt,  HoplriAs^ 
Howard,  Hubley,  W.  H.  Hunter,  R.  M.  T. 
Hunter,  T.  B.  Jackson,  J.  Jackson,  J.  JoluasoD, 
N.  Jones,  J.  W.  Jones,  Keim,  Kemble,  Klin* 
gensmith,  Legare,  Leadbetter,  Lewis,  Lofr»n, 
Loomis,  Lyon,  Mallory,  J.  M.  Mason,  MsLrtia, 
McKay,  R.  McClellan,  A.  McClellan,  MeClnre, 
Mercer,  Montgomery,  Moore,  Moigan,  S.  "W. 
Morris.  Murray,  Noble,  PaVmer,  Parker,  Pnrrm^ 
Paynter,  Petrikin,  PheUg,  PVckins, Plumer,  Pmit, 
Reily,  Rhett,  Rives,  O  S^^P"^»  8*»«plor.  Snyder, 
Spencer,  Smart,  B^^JMp^y  Taylor,  Thonuis; 
•Kttts,  Toucey,  To^^^^^^«P«T»  Vail,  Wat«iMer 
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stmeled  tv>  inqaire  ioto  the  expediency  of  allowing 
ca  inerease  of  pension  to  John  I.  Billings. 

Mr.  YOUNG  submitted  the  followtng  reanlatton, 
which  wa»  eonaidered  and  adopted: 

Retohed^  That  the  Committee  on  Commerce  be 
iostracted  to  inqaire  into  the  expediency  of  esta- 
blishing porty  of  entry  and  deli7ery  at  the  cities  of 
Chicago  and  Alton,  in  the  State  ot  Illinois. 

Mr.  NILES  sabmiited  the  following  resolution, 
which  was  considered  and  adopted: 

JUsotved,  That  the  CommiUee  on  Claims  be  in- 
structed to  inqaire  into  the  expediency  of  allowing 
the  claim  of  Abel  Gay  and  Waller  JLoomLs  as  ori- 
ginal contractors  for  constructing  the  Cumberland 
road. 

The  resoluiiott  offered  yesterday  by  Mr.  YOUNG, 
that  the  Committee  on  Commerce  be  instr acted  to 
inqaire  into  the  expedieocy  of  establishing  a  hos- 
pital for  the  accommodaiiun  ef  sick  and  disabled 
boatmen  and  passengers  navigating  the  Mississ* 
ippi  and  Ohio  rivers,  at  the  mouth  of  the  Ohio, 
river,  in  the  State  of  Illinois;  was,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
TIPTON,  taken  up,  and  after  being  amended, 
was  adopted. 

On  morion  by  Mr.  CLAY,  of  Ala.  tlH!  joint  re- 
solaiion  returning  the  thanks  of  Congress  to  George 
Wasihington  Lafayette  was  taken  up,  and  refer- 
red to  the  Committee  on  the  Library. 

On  motion  by  Mr  DAVIS, 

The  Senate  went  into  Executive  bti&iness,  and 
afterwards  adjourned. 


HOOSE  OP  REPRESENTATIVES, 
ToBSOAT,  December  11,  1838. 
As  soon  as  the  journal  was  read, 
Mr.  HAYNES  rose  and  said,  that  as  the  com- 
mittees were  appointed,  he  asked  leave  to  move 
that  the  Honi«e  go  into  CommiUee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  President's  Me«sa«re.  * 

Mr.  MERCER  objecting, 
Mr.  HAYNES  moved  a  suspension  of  the  rules, 
but  it  did  not  prevail. 

Petitions  and  memorials  were  then  called  for  in 
the  order  of  States,  and  were  presenied  as  follows: 
Messrs.  EVANS  and  NOYES,  of  Maine. 

RIGHTS  OP  THE  SOUTH. 
When  New  Hampshire  was  called  on, 
Mr.  ATHERTON  rose  and  asked  leave  to  sub- 
mit the  fr,! lowing  resolutions: 

Kuohedy  That  this  Government  is  a  Government 
of  limited  powers,  and  that,  by  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  Stafc.*,  Congrejyi  has  no  jurisdiction 
whatever  over  the  institution  of  slavery  in  the  se- 
veral States  of  the  Confederacy. 

Resolved,  That  petitions  for  the  abolition  of 
rtarery  in  the  District  of  Colombia  and  the  Terri- 
tories of  the  United  State.?,  and  against  the  removal 
of  slavef^  trom  one  State  to  another,  are  a  part  of  a 
plan  of  operations  set  on  foot  to  affect  the  instit%> 
tion  of  slavery  in  the  several  States,  and  thus  indi- 
rectly to  destroy  that  institution  within  their  limits. 
Aesoleed,  That  Congress  has  no  right  to  do  that 
indirectly  which  it  cannot  do  directly;  and  that  the 
agitation  of  the  subject  of  slavery  in  the  District  of 
Columbia,  or  the  Territories,  as  a  means,  and  with 
the  view,  of  disturbing  or  overthrowing  that  ineii- 
tation  in  ihe  several  States,  is  against  the  true  spirit 
and  meaning  of  the  Constitution,  an  infringement 
of  the  rights  of  the  States  affected,  and  a  breach  of 
the  public  faith  upon  which  they  entered  into  the 
Confederacy. 

IZesofeed,  That  the  Constitution  rests  on  the  broad 
principle  of  eqQali*y  among  the  members  of  this 
Confeileracy,  and  that  Congress,  in  the  exercise  of 
its  acknowledged  powers,  has  no  right  to  discrimi- 
nate between  the  insiitn lions  of  one  portion  of  the 
States  and  another,  with  a  view  of  abolishing  the 
one  and  promoting  the  oiher. 

ficfoI«e(2,  therefore,  That  all  attempts  on  the  part 
of  Congress  lo  abolish  slavery  in  the  District  ofco- 
Inmbia  or  the  Territories,  or  to  prohibit  the  remo- 
val of  slaves  from  State  to  State,  or  to  discriminate 
between  the  institutions  of  one  pertion  of  the  Con- 
federacy and  another,  with  the  views  aforesaid,  are 
in  violation  of  tBe  Oonstitniion,  destructive  of  the 
foptlamental  principle  on  which  the  Union  of  these 
fiiatcs  rests,  and  beyond  the  jurisdietion  of  Con- 
gms;  and  that  every  petition,  memorial,  lesolation, 
yiopoiiiioD,  or  papar,  ttmehiDg  or  relatmg  ia  any 


way,  or  to  any  extent  whatever,  to  slavery  as  afor^ 
said,  or  the  abolition  thereof,  shall,  on  the  presenla- 
ttoB  thereof,  without  any  Airther  aotioa  thereon,  be 
laid  upon  the  table,  withoot  being  debated,  printed, 
or  referred. 

Mr.  CUSHINO  objected  to  their  introduction  at 
this  time. 

Mr.  ATHERTON  thereupon  moved  a  snspen- 
of  the  rules. 

Mr.  ADAMS  and  Mr.  CUSBMAN  simulta- 
neously demanded  the  yeas  and  nays;  which,  being 
ordered,  were — ^yeas  137,  nays  66,  as  follows: 

YEiL8-*Masgn.  ▲ndereon,  androws,  Atlienon,  Banks.  Boat- 


tv,  Baen,  Beirne«  Btill,  Bickoell,  Birdaall,  Brodliead,  Buciianan, 
Bynuro,  John  Calhoan,  Cambreleng,  William  B.  Campbell, 
John  Campball,  Carier,  Ohambara,  Chapman,  Chaaiham,  Glow* 


oey,  Colas,  Connor,  Cratm,  Craig,  Crary,  Orocfcatt,  Cuahmao, 
Davraon,  DetMrry,  De  Graff,  Dromgoole,  BImore,  rarrinffton, 
Fairfield,  Foater,  Fry,  Qallup,  James  Garland,  Rice  Garland, 
Glaacock,  Jamaa  Graham,  Orauiland,  Grant,  Gray,  GriffiQ,Ham- 
mond,  Hamar,  Harlan.  Harrison,  Ilawea,  Hawkins,  Haynei^ 
Holt,  HopkinsLHowanl  Hubley,  William  H.  Hunter,  Robert 
M.  T.  Huntar,  Thomaa  B.  Jackson,  Jabas  Jackson,  Henry  John* 
B(m,  Joaeph  Johnson,  William  Coat  Johnson,  Naihanlei  Jonea, 
John  W.  Jonaa,  Keim,  Kemble,  Klinxenamitb,  Lowia,  Loguu 
Loomls,  Lyon,  Mallory,  Martin,  May.  McKay,  Riibert  McClel- 
Ian,  Abraham  McCiallan,  McC.ure,  McKennan,  Menefeo,  Mer- 
car.  Miller,  Montgomary.  Moore,  Morgan,  Samoel  W.  Morris, 
Murray,  Noble,  P.ilmer,  Parker, Pay nter,  Pearcc,Pennybackar, 
Petrikin,  Phelps,  Pickens,  PlumHr,  Pope,  Pratt,  Relty,  Ran- 
cher, Rheit,  Rives,  Robertson,  Rumeey,  Auguatina  It.  8hep* 
perd,  Charlea  Shepard,  Shielde,  Shap>or,  Snyder,  Southgate, 
Spencer,  Stanly,  Stuart,  Stnne,  Bwearmgen,  Taliarerro,  Tftylor, 
Thomas,  Titua,  Toiicey,  Towns,  Tnmey,  Underwood,  Vail, 
Waganer,  Webater,  Weeks,  John  White,  Whittlesey,  Sherrod 
WilTiama,  JaraH  W.  Williams,  Joseph  L.  Williams,  Christopher 
H.  Williams.  Wise,  Word,  and  Yell-lS?. 
NAYS— Messrs.  Adams,  Alexander,  Heman  Allan,  John  W. 


■  •ii^wii,  Lravw*  A^avico,  i^uiiii,  Eiunsiuc^  kjtsiib.  uvcivit,  Etwiiip^, 

Rirhard  Pletahar,  laaac  Fletcher,  Fillmore.  Giddinga,  Ckiode, 
Williaffl  Graham,  Orennall,  Hal»y,  IlalU  Harper.  Hastings 
Herod.  Ingham,  Lincoln,  Marrin,  Samaon  Mason,  Mitchell,  Cal- 
▼ary  Morria,  Naylor,  Novea,  Parmenter,  Peck,  Potts,  Putnam, 
Rariden.  Randolph,  Reed,  Ridgway,  Robinaon,  Ruasell,  flalton* 
stall,  Sargeant,  Bibtey,  Blade,  Smith,  Stratton,  Tillinghast,  To- 
land,  Albert  S.  White,  and.Yorka-«6. 

So  the  rales  were  suspended. 

The  resolutions  being  before  Ihe  Hoa^e, 

Mr.  ATHERTON  addiesifed  the  Chair  as  {fol- 
lows: 

In  addressing  the  House  at  this  timn  my  object 
is,  very  briefly,  to  explain  the  purport  of  theresola- 
tions  just  offered,  and  the  reasons  which  have  in- 
duced me  to  present  them. 

The  first  resolution  declares  **that  this  Go- 
vernment is  a  Government  of  limited  powers,  and 
that  by  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  Con- 
gress has  no  jurisdiction  whatever  over  the  institu- 
tion of  slavery  in  the  several  States  of  the  Confe- 
deracy." 

To  suppose  that  this  resolution  would  not  meet 
very  general  assent  would  be  to  suppose  that  the 
most  ultra  Federal  a-  j:.>ns  are  entertained  as  to  the 
powers  of  Ihe  General  Government,  and  that  those 
|)owers  are  considered  as  entirey  absolute  and  un- 
limifed. 

The  second  resolution  declares  that  petitions  for 
the  abolition  of  slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia 
and  the  Territories  of  the  United  States,  and  against 
the  removal  of  slaves  from  one  State  to  another, 
are  a  part  of  a  plan  of  operations  set  on  foot  to  af- 
fect the  institution  of  slavery  in  the  several  States, 
and  thus  indirectly  to  destroy  that  institution  within 
their  limits. 

Legally  and  morally,  Mr.  Speaker,  men  are  held 
responsible  for  the  consequences  which  their  acts 
have  a  manifest  tendency  to  produce.  This  reso- 
lution contains  an  expression  of  tntr  epinien  as  to 
the  ultimate  object  and  tendency  of  these  petitions 
and  memorials.  Can  any  one  wh'>  does  not  shut 
his  tyes  to  what  is  going  on  around  him,  doubt  as 
to  the  effect,  and  as  to  Uie  intention  of  these  peti- 
tions? I  cannot  doubt  it,  sir,  without  disbelieving 
the  open  avowals  of  these  petitioners  themselves. 
In  saying  this,  I  refer,  however,  not  to  many  ho- 
nest persons  who  have  signed  them  without  a  suf- 
ficient examination  of  the  important  bearing  of  the 
qaesiion;  nor  to  others,  such  for  instance  as  fe- 
males and  children,  who  have  had,  in  affixing  their 
sisnatares,  too  freqoently  no  definite  intention  or 
ohject;  but  to  those  who  call  loudly  for  the  presen- 
tation of  these  petitions,  who  get  them  up,  who 
cirenlate  them  forsignatare,  and  whose  business  it 
seems  to  be  to  agitau  the  community  on  this  sub- 
ject. 

The  third  Rmlation  deelarea  that  Congrao  has 


nb  right  to  do  that  indireeily  which  it  cannot  do 
directly,  and  that  the  agitation  of  the  subject  of 
slavery  in  the  Distriet  of  Colambia  or  the  Territo- 
ries, as  a  means,  or  with  the  view,  of  disturbing  or 
overthrowing  that  instliuiion  in  the  sevaral  Stales, 
is  against  the  true  spirit  and  meaning  of  the  Con- 
stitution, an  infringement  of  the  rights  of  the  States 
affected,  and  a  breach  of  the  public  faith,  upon 
which  they  entered  into  this  Confederacy. 
'  The  fourth  resolution  declares  "that  the  Con- 
stitution rests  on  the  broad  principle  of  equaUty 
among  the  members  of  this  Confederacy,  and  that 
Congress,  in  the  exercise  of  its  acknowledged  pow- 
ers,  has  no  right  to  discriminate  between  the  insti- 
tutions of  one  portion  of  the  States  and  another, 
with  a  view  of  abolishing  the  one  and  promoting 
the  other." 

I  am  not  aware  that  any  code  of  political  oon- 
si ruction  or  political  moralitf  ought  to  find  favor  in 
this  House,  by  which  the  justice  ot  these  two  reso- 
lutions shall  not  be  fully  admitted.  Indeed,  sir,  I 
must  say  that  all  the  resolutions  to  which  I  have 
adverted  seem  very  like  truims,  about  which  no 
dispute  can  be  entertained;  and  it  also  seems  to  me, 
that  from  these  the  principles  contained  in  the  fiHh 
and  last  resolution  follow  by  necessary  consequence. 

The  fiAh  resolution  declares  that,  therefore,  all 
attempts  on  the  part  of  Congress  to  abolish  slavery 
in  the  District  of  Columbia,  or  in  the  Territories, 
or  to  prohibit  the  removal  of  slaves  from  State  to 
State,  or  to  discriminste  between  the  institutions  of 
one  portion  of  the  Confederacy  and  another,  with 
the  views  aforesaid,  are  in  violation  of  the  Consti- 
tution, destructive  of  the  fundamental  principles  on 
which  the  union  of  these  States  rests,  and  beyond 
the  jurisdiction  of  Congress.'* 

These  are  the  principles  laid  down  in  the  fifth 
resolution,  and  as  I  have  said,  they  seem  to  me 
to  follow  by  necessary  consequence  from  the  pre- 
ceding resolutions.  But  the  fifth  rft^lution  proceed.^ 
still  luriher,  and  provides  for  the  mode  of  actien 
of  the  House  upon  petitions,  memorials,  &c.  on 
this  subject;  and  from  the  principles  embodied  in 
the  first  part  of  the  resolution,  the  propriety  of  the 
mode  of  action  prescribed,  becomes  at  once  ap- 
parent. 

The  latter  part  of  the  resolution  provides  that 
every  petition,  memorial,  resolution,  proposition  or 
paper,  tending  or  relating  in  any  way,  or  to  any 
extent  whatever,  to  slavery  as  aforesaid,  or  the 
abolition  thereof,  shall,  on  the  presentation  thereof, 
without  any  further  action  thereon,  be  laid  upon 
the  table,  without  being  debated,  printed,  or  re- 
ferred. 

This  provision  is,  in  effect,  similar  to  the  reso- 
lution of  the  24th  of  December,  1837,  on  the  same 
subject.  It  is  within  the  knowledge  of  all,  that  the  re- 
solution of  the  24th  December  was  also  nearly  simi- 
lar to  a  resolution  adopted  by  the  House  several  year^ 
since,  after  full  examination  of  the  subject  by  a 
committee.  The  representatives  of  the  State  which 
I,  in  part,  represent,  voted  for  that  resolution,  and 
one  of  them  was  of  the  committee  who  reported  it. 
Their  course  met  the  decided  approbation  of  a  ma- 
jority of  their  constituents,  as  I  believe  has  the 
course  of  those  who  supported  the  similar  resolu- 
tion of  the  24th  December.  At  any  rate,  I  may 
be  pardoned  for  saying  of  that  constitnency,  that 
they  hw  too  intelligent  to  be  misled  by  the  idle  and 
utterly  unfounded  pretence,  that  the  adoption  of 
such  a  resolution  is  a  denial  of  any  right  of  peti- 
tion. Still,  sir,  as  in  some  portions  of  the  country, 
from  not  sufficiently  attendmg  to  the  reasons  in- 
ducing it,  this  may  have  been  considered  a  mea- 
suie  bordering  oh  harshness,  I  have  thought  pro- 
per in  submitting  that  part  of  the  last  resolution, 
prescribing  the  mode  of  action  by  the  House, 
which  is  similar  in  effect  to  the  resolation  reported 
by  Mr.  Pikckhkv,  and  to  the  resolution  of  the 
24th  December,  1837,  to  preface  it  with  the  matter 
preceding,  embodying  the  reasons  which  not  only 
rendei^the  propriety  of  this  course  evident,  but 
show  the  impropriety  of  any  other.  I  would  treat 
these  petitions  precisely  as  I  would  any  other  in- 
volving similar  considerations.  These  subjects 
have  excited  anxious  attention  and  reflection  here 
and  elsewhere.  It  wotild  be  doing  injustice  to  the 
inteltigenee  of  the  members  of  this  House  to  sup- 
pose that  any  om  of  them  had  boC  mada  «f  hit 
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Mr.  WALL,  from  the  same  committee,  also  re- 
ported the  follewtng: 

Retol9ed,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be 
instracted  to  communicate  to  the  Senate  the  vum 
of  money  paid  out  of  the  Treasury  under  private 
appropriations  made,  or  private  bills  passed  by 
Congress  since  the  first  Monday  in  December, 
1833,  distinguishing  the  amount  thereof  made  at 
each  session  of  Congress  during  the  said  period, 
and  the  persons  to  whom  and  for  what  purpose 
paid;  and  also  what  sums,  if  any,  remain  unpaid. 

Which  was  adopted. 

Mr.  ROBBINS  offered  a  resolution  that  ihe  Se- 
nate appoiot  a  committee,  to  act  with  the  House 
committee,  to  superintend  the  ejpenditnre  of  mo- 
neys appropriated  for  the  library  of  Congress; 
which  was  adopted. 

In  accordance  with  the  resolution,  the  PRESI- 
DENT appointed  Messrs.  Robbins,  Allrn,  and 
Wall  as  said  committee,  on  the  part  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  McKEAN  offered  the  following  resolution, 
which  wa^  adopted: 

Residvedy  That  the  Commiliee  on  Naval  Affairs 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
making  an  allowance  for  house-i-ent  to  the  officers 
of  the  Navy  Yard  at  Philadelphia. 

Mr.  FULTON  offered  the  following  resolution, 
which  was  adopted: 

Renlvedy  That  the  Committee  on  Commerce  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  making 
an  appropriation  to  enable  the  Secreuiry  of  War  to 
continue  the  scTvice  of  a  suitable  boat  and  crew  to 
be  employed  in  preventing  the  formation  of  a  mfi 
in  Red  river,  in  that  part  of  said  river  from  which 
the  old  raft  ha.s  been  removed. 

Mr.  WALKER  offered  the  following  resolution, 
which  was  agreed  to: 

Resohedy  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be 
directed  to  report  to  the  Senate,  at  as  early  a  period 
as  practicable,  the  number  of  superficial  acres 
wiihin  each  of  the  States  of  Alabama  and  Missis- 
sippi, embraced  in  the  treaty  at  Dancing  Rabbit 
Creek  with  the  Choctaw  Indians,  designating  in 
said  report,  what  quantity  of  said  land  in  each  of 
said  States  has  been  surveyed,  what  quantity  still 
remains  unsurveyed,  what  portion  has  been  offered 
at  public  sale,  how  much  has  been  sold,  and  what 
quantity  is  now  subject  to  entry  at  private  sale  in 
each  of  Raid  States. 

Mr.  McKEAN,  on  leave,  and  in  pursuance  of 
notice  given,  introduced  a  bill  to  continue  in  force 
an  act  entitled  ''An  act  to  provide  for  the  relief  of 
persons  disabled  by  known  wounds  during  the 
war." 

Mr.  TIPTON  offered  the  following  resolution, 
which  was  agreed  to: 

Roaolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be 
directed  to  transmit  to  the  Senat«;  a  plat  of  the  town- 
ships of  public  land,  through  which  the  line  of  a 
road  from  New  Albany,  Cnrydon,  Fredonia,  and 
Princeton,  Indiana,  to  Mount  Carmel,  Illinois,  will 
pass,  distinguishing  between  the  tracts  of  land  re- 
maining unsold,  and  those  which  have  been  sold, 
and  situated  within  six  miles  of  said  road. 

Mr.  RUGQLE3  gave  notice  that  to-morrow  he 
would  ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Daniel  Bates. 

Mr.  ROANE  gave  notice  that  to-morrow  he 
wonld  ask  leave  to  introduce  a  joint  resolution, 
directing  the  manner  in  which  certain  laws  of  the 
District  of  Columbia  shall  be  executed. 

Mr,  YOUNG  submitted  the  following  resolution, 
which  was  considered  and  adopted: 

ReBolvedy  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be 
dir^'cted  to  report  to  the  Senate,  whether  certain 
exiles  from  Poland,  to  whom  a  grant  of  thiity-six 
.sections  of  land  was  made  by  the  act  of  Congress 
of  June  30ih,  1834,  upon  certain  conditions  ex- 
pressed in  sail  act,  have  complied  with  the  condi- 
tions; and  if  not,  whether  the  said  grant  will  be 
considered  as  forfeited  by  the  Department,  and  the 
lands  selected  by  their  asent  on  the  waters  of  Rock 
river,  in  the  Slate  of  Illinois,  subject  to  sale  and 
entry  as  other  public  lands,  without  further  legisla- 
tion on  the  subject. 

Mr.  RIVES,  on  lef  7e,  and  in  pursuance  of  no- 
tice given,  introduced  a  bill  regulating  the  pay  of 
masters  in  the  navy;  which  was  twice  read,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Commiliee  on  Naval  Affairs. 


Mr.  R.  pr«!«nted  a  memorial  signed  by  numerous 
surgeons  in  the  navy,  praying  an  alteration  in  their 
pay;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affaire,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  FULTON,  on  leave,  and  in  pursaanee  of 
notice  given,  introduced  a  joint  resolution  to  au- 
thorise an  examination  and  payment  of  the  claims 
of  the  workmen  on  the  public  buildings;  which  was 
lead  twice,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Public  Buildings. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  on  leave,  and  in  pursuance  of  no- 
tice given,  introduced  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  (he 
owners  of  the  brig  Despatch;  which  was  read  twice, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

Also,  a  bill  to  remunerate  the  captors  of  the  pri- 
vateer Lydia;  which  was  also  read  twice,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  same  committee. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  on  leave,  and  in  pursuance  of  no- 
tice given,  introduced  a  bill  to  provide  for  the  final 
settlement  and  payment  of  the  claims  of  States  up> 
on  the  United  States  for  interest  upon  advances 
made  by  them  during  the  last  war  with  Great  Bri- 
tain; which  was  read  twice,  and  referred. 

Mr.  FULTON,  on  leave,  and  in  pursuance  of 
notice  given,  introduced  a  bill  to  settle  the  title  to  a 
certain  tract  of  land  m  Arkansas. 

Mr.  TIPTON,  fiom  the  Committre  on  Roads 
,  and  Canals,  to  which  had  been  referred  the  reso- 
lution of  the  Senate  on  the  subject,  repotted  a  bill 
making  an  appropriation  for  the  continuation  of 
the  Cumberland  road  in  the  States  of  Ohio,  Indiana, 
and  Illinois;  which  w&s  read,  and  ordered  to  a  se- 
cond reading. 

Mr.  CLAY,  of  Alabama,  on  leave,  introdticed 
the  following  bills: 

A  bill  to  relinquish  to  the  State  of  Alabama  the 
two  percent,  fund  reserved  to  that  State,  by  the  act 
providing  for  her  admission  into  the  Union,  to  be 
applied  to  the  making  of  roads  leading  to  said 
State;  read  twice,  and  referred. 

A  bill  for  the  benefit  of  the  Alabama,  Florida 
and  Georgia  Railroad  Company;  and 

A  bill  for  the  benefit  of  the  Selma  and  Tennes- 
see Railroad  Company.  The  two  last,  after  being 
read  twice,  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands. 

Mr.  YOUNG,  on  leave,  and  in  pursuance  of  no- 
tice given,  introduced  a  bill  to  authorize  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  to  cause  the  reserved  lead 
mines  in  Illinois,  and  the  Territories  of  Wisconsin 
and  Iowa,  to  be  sold  as  other  public  lands;  which 
was  twice  read,  a  id  referred. 

Mr.  YOUNG  also,  on  leave,  and  in  pursuance 
of  notice  ((iven,  introduced  a  bill  granting  to  the 
State  of  Illinois  the  right  of  way  through  the  pub- 
lic lands,  and  for  other  purposes;  which  was  twice 
read,  and  referred. 

Mr.  PRESTON  gave  notice  that  he  would  to- 
morrow ahk  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  regulate  the 
pay  of  brevet  officers. 

The  juint  resolution  presenting  the  thanks  of 
Congress  to  George  W  Lafayette,  the  son,  and  the 
surviving  family  of  General  X«afayette,  was  taken 
up,  considered  and  adopted. 

ORDERS  OF  THE  DAY. 

The  bill  to  provide  for  the  reduction  and  gradua- 
tion of  the  price  of  the  public  lands  was  tak»R  up 
as  the  order  of  the  day. 

Mr.  WALKER  observed  that  when  the  amend- 
ment offered  by  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands, 
striking  ont  the  reduction  of  fifty  cents,  should  be 
adopted,  the  bill  would  be  precisely  the  same  as 
the  one  which  was  so  fully  discussed  at  the  last 
session,  and  passed  by  so  large  a  majority.  As 
this  was  the  short  session,  it  was  necessary  that 
this  measure,  so  important  to  the  citizens  ot  the 
new  States,  should  be  acted  on  speedily  in  this 
House,  if  there  was  any  hope  of  a  final  decision  on 
it  by  both  Houses.  He  hoped,  therefore,  that  there 
would  be  no  objection  to  acting  on  the  bill,  now 
that  it  had  been  reached  in  the  orders  of  the  day. 

Mr.  CLAY  of  Alabama  said  that  the  gentleman 
from  Mississippi  had  correctly  stated  the  character 
of  the  bill  and  the  proposed  amendment.  It  was 
precisely  in  the  form  of  the  present  bill  that  the  one 
of  last  session  was  introduced,  and  a  similar  amend- 
ment was  adopte4  before  it  paswd.  He  had  hoped, 
when  he  introduced  this  bill,  that  as  the  reduction 
of  fifty  cents  an  acre  only  applied  to  lands  that  had 


been  offered  for  fiO^^H  years  at  the  minianm  prie* 
of  one  dollar  and  <i^eo(y.five  cents  aa  acre,  and 
then  for  one  year,  atone  dollar^  andaiker  tha^  tot 
another  year,  at  seventy-five  cents;  considering,  fas 
said,  the  length  of  time  that  these  lands  most  have 
been  in  the  marl^et  before  this  reduction  would 
apply,  he  had  hoped  that  the  gentlemen  who  opposed 
it  at  the  last  session  would  withdraw  their  objec- 
tions at  this,  and  that  the  bill  would  be  passed 
without  this  amendment.  As,  however,  some  of 
the  friends  of  the  bill  still  entertained  the  same  ob- 
jections to  this  lowest  reduction,  he  should  not  now 
occupy  the  time  of  the  session  in  discnssiiig  its  pro- 
priety, though  the  amendment  operated  with  peco- 
liar  hardship  in  some  sections  of  the  new  States, 
and  particularly  in  his  own.  He  agreed  with  bis 
friend  from  Mississippi,  that  if  there  was  any  hope 
of  getting  a  final  decision  on  the  bill  by  both  Hooaes 
before  the  close  of  this  session,  it  was  important 
that  the  action  of  this  body  upon  it  should  be  a 
speedy  one;  and  he  indulged  the  hope  that,  iiua- 
much  as  the  bill  had  been  passed  by  a  large  majo* 
rity  at  the  last  session,  after  an  able  and  fail  dis- 
cussion, that  the  amendment  would  be  dispoeed  of. 
and  the  bill  passed  now. 

Mr.  CLAY  of  Kentucky  remarked,  thai  iw 
came  to  the  Senate  this  morning  with  no  expecta- 
tion that  this  measure,  fraught  with  such  iiaooa- 
ceivable  importance  to  the  public  interests,  woold 
occupy  their  attention  to-day,  and  he  therefore 
came  without  any  sort  of  preparation  for  its  d»- 
cussion.  He  was  not  in  the  habit  at  aay 
time,  nor  was  it  bis  purpose  on  this  oeeasM, 
to  throw  any  impediments  in  the  way  of  a  bill,  ao 
as  to  defeat  a  fair  consideration  of  it  by  both 
Houses,  but  still. he  thought  that  a  measure  of  this 
nature  should  not  be  acted  on,  without  some  tine 
being  allowed  for  preparatory  consideration.  His 
impressions  as  to  the  impolicy  of  disturbios  the 
existing  land  system,  and  still  more  as  to  the  im- 
policy of  changing  the  price  of  the  public  lands, 
were  well  known  to  the  Senate  and  to  the  pablie; 
still  he  should  have  liked  a  farther  opportooity  for 
consideration  on  this  important  measure,  anid  for 
expres<«ing  his  views  with  regard  to  it.  He  was 
aware  that  the  subject  had  been  fully  discossed  at 
the  last  session,  and  that  the  body  with  bnt 
itvr  char  ges  was  the  same  now  as  then,  and 
with  respect  to  them  a  repetition  of  the  diseossioft 
was  not  important.  Still  he  thought  there  ooold 
not  be  imposed  on  this  great  question  too  aazions 
a  consideration;  and  he  therefore  hoped  that  it 
would  not  be  pressed  now. 

Mr.  C.  then  moved  that  the  bill  be  postpon- 
ed to,  and  made  the  order  of  the  day  for,  Monday 
next. 

Mr.  CLA.Y  of  Alabama  said  that  he  would  not 
object  to  the  postponement  but  for  the  fact  that  the 
bill  had  been  so  recently  and  so  fully  discussed, 
and  was  so  thoroughly  understood  by  every  mem- 
ber of  the  body.  It  had  been  not  only  fully  dt»> 
cussed  in  both  Houses  of  Congress  at  the  last  ae»- 
sion,  but  had  undergone  a  considerable  discossioa 
in  the  public  papers  throughout  the  country.  Ttm 
honorable  Senator  himself  had  been  heard  in  oppo^ 
sition  to  it;  and,  though  he  wished  for  further  dia- 
cussion,  he  had  not  intimated  that  he  had  any  new 
Tiews  to  offer  or  could  throw  farther  lishc  on 
the  subject.  It  did  seem  to  him  that,  as  the 
bill  had  been  lost  at  the  last  session  only  from 
want  of  time  for  action  on  it  in  both  Houses,  iti 
friends  could  not  consistently  consent  to  delay  it 
now.  He  would  not,  he  repeated,  obj ect  to  the  past- 
ponement  asked  for,  if  he  expected  thegentlemai^  to 
throw  any  new  light  on  the  subject;  but  as  the 
measure  was  one  of  vital  importance  to  the  new 
States,  and  especially  to  the  one  he  represented,  &« 
could  not,  under  the  circumstances  he  bad  adrertied 
to,  and  he  hoped  the  friends  of  the  bill  would  not 
consent  to  its  postponement. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  CLiLV^ 
motion,  and  it  was  carried;  so  that  the  bill  ^rai 
postponed  to,  and  made  the  order  of  the  day  for 
Monday  next,  ^ 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  John  Bia« 
ban,  late  receiver  of  public  moneys  at  HantawUia 
Ala.  was  taken  up  and  considered  as  in  Coma^^ipj 
of  the  Whole;  and  alter  bein^  ezpUunedaiid  ^u^^^ 
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Webster,  Weeks,  Whittlesey,  J.  W.  WUliami, 
«nd  Yell— 114. 

NAYS.— -Messrs.  Adams,  Alexander,  H.AlleD,  J. 
W.  AlleD,  Ayrrigg,  Bell,  Biddle,  Bond,  Borden, 
Bouldio,  Brigss,  W.  B.  Calhoan,  J.  Calhoon, 
Carter,  Chambers,  Cheatham,  Cbilds,  Clark,  Cof- 
fin, Corwin,  Cransum,  Crockett,  Cariis,  Cashiag, 
Darlington,  Davie!«,  Dennis,  Dann,  Edwards, 
Evans,  Ererett,  Eving,  R.  Fletcher,  I.  Fletcher, 
Fillmore,  Garland,  Qiddiags,  Goode,  J.  Graham, 
W.  Graham,  Graves,  Grennell,  Haley,  Hall,  Har- 
lao^  Harper,  Hasiings,  Hawes,  Herod,  Ingham, 
Jenifer,  H.  Johnson,  W.  C.  Johnson,  Kennedy, 
X«incoIa,  Marvin,  S.  Mason,  Manry,  May,  Max- 
well, McKennan,  Menefee,  Milligan,  Mitchell, 
,  C.  Morris,  Naylor,  Parmenler,  Pearce,  Feck,  Pope, 
Potts,  P«tnam,  Rariden,  Randolph,  Reed,  Rencher, 
Ridgway,  J.  Robertson,  E.  Robinson,  Ramsey,  Rns- 
sell,  Salionstall,  Sergeant,  A.  H.Shepperd,  Shields, 
(Sibley,  Slade,  Smith,  Soalhgate,  Stanly,  Stone, 
SirattoD,  Taliaferro,  Thompson,  Tillinghast,  To- 
land«  UHdeivood,  Yandenreer,  A.  S.  White,  J. 
White,  S.  Williams,  J.  L.  Williams,  O.  H.  Wil- 
UaiM,  Wise,  Word,  and  Yorke^l07. 

Mr.  PBTRIRIN  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
the  main  qntslion;  which  were  ordered. 

Mr.  C.  H.  WILLIAMS  of  Tennessee  said  he 
wished  to  be  excused  from  voting  on  these  resolu- 
tions, unless  he  could  have  an  opportunity  of  ex- 
plaining his  views  upon  them.  Th«y  came  in  a 
questionable  shape,  and  he  could  not  vote  for  them 
without  further  examination.  He  therefore  asked 
the  House  to  be  excused;  but  before  the  question 
was  propounded— 

Mr.  JOHNSON  of  Maryland  said  he  had  voted 
against  adjourning  before,  because  he  could  not 
persuade  himself  that  the  previous  question  would 
have  been  sustained,  but  seeing  it  had,  be  now  re- 
newed the  rontion. 

Mr.  PARKER  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays, 
which  being  orJpred,  were— yeas  108,  nays  113. 

YEAS— Messrs.  Adams,  Alexander,  jr.  Heman 
Allen,  John  W.  Allen,  Aycrigg,  Bell,  Biddle,  Bond, 
Borden,  Briggs,  Buchanan,  Wm.  B.  Calhoun,  John 
Calhoon,  Wm.  B.  Campbell,  Carter,  Chamber2>, 
Cheatham,  Childs,  Clark,^'€|pffin,  Corwin,  Crabb, 
Cranston,  Crockett,  Curtis,  \QQshiBg,  Darlington, 
DawaoD,  Davies,  Deberry,  Dennis,  Dunn,  Evans, 
Everett,  Ewing,  Richard  Fletcher,  Isaac  Fletcher, 
Fillmore,  Fry,  jr.  James  Garland,  Rice  Garland, 
Giddings,  Goode,  Graves,  Grennell,  jr.  Haley, 
Hall,  Harlan,  Harper,  Hastings,  Hawes,  Herod, 
Jabez  Jackson,  Jenifer,  Henry  Johnson,  Wm.  Cost 
Johnson,  Kennedy,  Lincoln,  Marvin,  Samson  Ma-^ 
son,  Manry,  May,  Maxwell,  McEennan,  Menefee, 
Mercer,  Milligan,  Mitchell,  Calvary  Morris, 
Naylor,  Noyes,  Parmenter,  Pearce,  Peck,  Pope, 
Potts,  jr.  Putnam,  Rariden,  Randolph,  Reed,^ 
Rancher,  Rtdgway,  E.  Robinson,  Rumsey,  Russell  * 
Saltonstall,  Sergeant,  Shields,  Sibley,  Slade,  Smith, 
Southgate,  Stanly,  Stone,  Stratton,  Taliaferro, 
Thompson,  jr.  Tillinghast,  Toland,  Underwood, 
Albert  S.  White,  John  White,  Whittlesey,  Joseph 
L.  Williams,  C.  H.  Williams,  Wise,  Word,  and 
Yorke- 108. 

NAYS — ^Me^rs.  Anderson,  Andrews,  Atherton, 
Banks,  Beaity,  Beers,  Beirne,  Bicknell,  Cirdsall, 
Bouldin,  Brodhead,  Bronson,  Bynum,  Cambreleng, 
John  Campbell,  Casey,  Chancy,  Chapman,  Clow- 
ney,  Coles,  Connor,  Craig,  Crary,  Cushman,  De 
Graff,    Dromgoole,  Duncan,    Edwards,    Elmore, 
Farrington,  Fairfield,  Foster,  Gallup,    Glascock, 
James  Graham,  Wm.  Graham,  Grantlaod,  Grant, 
Gray,    Gri/fin,    Hammond,    Hamer,    Harrison, 
Hawkins,    Haynes,    Holt,    Hopkins,    Howard, 
Hnbley,  Wm.  H.  Hunter,  Robert  M.  T.  Hunter, 
Ingham,  Thomas  B.  JatkK>n,  Joseph  Johnson, 
Nathaniel  Jones,  John  W.Jones,  Keim,  Kemble, 
Klingensmiih,  jr.  Legare,  Leadbettcr,  Le^  is,  Lo- 
gan, Lioomis,  Lyon,  Mallory,  James  M.  Mason, 
Martin,  McKay,   Robert    McClellan,    Abraham 
McClcllan,  Montgomery,  Moore,  Morgan,  Samuel 
W.  Morris,  Murray,  Noble,  Palmer,  Parker,  Par- 
ris,  Paynter,  Petrikin,  Phelps,  Pickens,  Plumer, 
Pratt,  Reily,  Rhett,  Rives,  J.  Robertson,  Sawyer, 
Sheffer,  Augustine  H.  Sbepperd,  Charles  Shepard, 
Sbq^,  Snyder,  Speooer,  Stuart,  Swoaringen,  Tay  • 
loc,  Thomas,  Thas,  Toneay,T9Wiia,  Tamey,  Yail, 


Yandenreer,  Wagener,  Webster,  Weeks,  Sberrod 
Williams,  Jared  W.  Williaips,  and  YelU.113. 

So  the  House  refused  to  adjourn. . 

The  House  also  refused  to  excuse  Mr.  WiLLrAAis 
from  voting. 

Mr.  WISE  gave  his  reasons,  in  part,  far  refVising 
to  vote  for  or  against  the  resolutions,  but  he  was 
called  to  order  fmr  travelling  out  of  the  limits  pre- 
scribed by  the  30th  rule.  Mr.  W.  stated  that  he 
should  not  vote. 

,    Mr.  STANLEY  also  did  the  same,  as  did  Mr. 
JENIFER. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  moved  the  House  to  ex- 
cuse him,  for  he  could  neither  vote  affirmatively 
nor  negatively,  without  placing  himself  in  a  false 
position;  but  they  refused. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  first  resolu- 
tion,and  it  wns  adopted— »yeas  198,  nays  6. 

YEA.S — Messrs.  Alexander,  Heman  Allen,  John 
W.  Allen,  Anderson,  Andrews,  Alherton,  Aycrigg, 
Banks,  Beatty,  Beers,  Beirne,  Bell,  Bicknell,  Bid- 
die,  Birdsall,  Bond,  Borden,  Bouldin,  Briggs,  Brod* 
hesid,  Bronson,  Buchanan,  Bynum,  John  Calhoon, 
Cambreleng,  William  B.  Campbell,  John  Camp- 
bell, Carter,  Casey,  Chambers,  Chancy,  Chapman, 
Cheatham,  Childs,  Clark,  Clowney,  Coffin,  Coles, 
Connor,  Corwia,  Crabb,  Craig,  Crary,  Cranston, 
Crockett,  Curtis,  Cushin^,  Cushman,  Dawson,  Da- 
vee,  Davies,  Deberry,  De  Graff,  Dennis,  Drom- 
goole, Duncan,  Dunn,  Edwards,  Elmore,  Farrins;* 
ton,  Fairfield,  Isaac  Fletcher,  Fillmore,  Foster,  Pry, 
James  Garland,  Rice  Gkirland,  Giddings,  Glas- 
cock, Goode,  James  Graham,  William  Graham, 
Grantland,  Grant,  Graves,  Gray,  Grennell,  Grif- 
fin, Haley,  Hall,  Hammond,  Hamer,  Harlan, 
Harrison,  Harper,  Hawes,  Hawkins,  Haynes,  He- 
rod, Holt,  Hopkins,  Howard,  Hubley,  William  H. 
Hunter,  Robert  M.  T.  Hunter,  Ingham,  Thomas 
B.  Jackson,  Jabez  Jackson,  Henry  Johnson,  Jo- 
seph Johnson,  William  Cost  Johnson,  Nathaniel 
Jones,  John  W.  Jones,  Keim,  Kemble,  Kennedy, 
Klingensmith,  Legare,  L?ad belter, Lewis,  Lincoln, 
Logan,  Loomis,  Lyon,  Mallory,  Marvin,  James 
M.  Mason,  Samson  Mason,  Martin,  Maury,  May, 
Maxwell,  McKay,  Robert  McClellan,  Abraham 
McClellan,  McClore,  McKennan,  Menefee,  Mer- 
cer, Milligan,  Mitchell,  Montgomery,  Moore,  Mor- 
gan, Samuel  W.  Morris,  Calvary  Morris,  Murray, 
Naylor,  Noble,  Palmer,  Parker,  Parmenter,  Par- 
ris,  Paynter,  Petrikin,  Phelps,  Pickens,  Plumer, 
Pope,  Pratt,  Putnam,  Randolph,  Riley,  Rencher, 
Rhett,  Ridgway,  Rives,  John  Robertson,  Edward 
Robinson,  Rumsey,  Saltonstall,  Sawyer,  Shaffer, 
Augustine  H.  Shepperd,  Charles  Rhepard,  Shields, 
Sheplor,  Sibley,  Smith,  Snyder,  Southgate,  Spen- 
cer, Stuart,  Stone,  Stratton,  Swearingen,  Taliaferro, 
Taylor,  Thomas,  Thompson,  Titus,  Toland,  Tou- 
cey.  Towns,  Tumey,  Vail,  Wegener,  Webster, 
Albert  S  White,  John  White,  Whittlesey,  Sherrod 
Williams,  Jared  W.  Williams,  Joseph  L.  Wil- 
liams, Christopher  H.  Williams,  Word,  Yell,  and 
Yorke— 1»4. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Adams,  Evans,  Everett,  Potts, 
Russell,  and  Slade— 6. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  COFFIN, 

The  House  then  adjourned. 

IN  SENATE, 
Wednesday,  December  13,  1838. 

The  PRESIDENT  presented  a  memorial  of  a 
namber  of  citizens  of  Alabama,  praying  that  re- 
cords of  the  surveys  of  the  public  lands  may  be 
preserved  at  the  district  land  office;  which  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  McKEAN  presented  the  petition  of  John 
Midwinter,  praying  for  a  pension,  in  consideration 
of  services  rendered  during  the  last  war;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pensions. 

The  PRESIDENT  presented  the  following  com- 
munication from  John  Cluincy  Adams: 
To  the  PresiderUoflhe  SenaU  and  Speaker  of  the 

Hou$e  of  RepresentoHves  of  the  United  Stateu 

In  compliance  with  the  request  of  Mr.  George 
Washington  Lafayette, and  of  the  respected  Jamily 
of  our  late  illustrious  and  ever^venerated  friend, 
Gkneral  Lafayette,  I  have  the  honor  of  presenting 
to  Congress,  in  their  name,  a  copy  of  the  memoira 
and  writings  of  their  honored  parent,  recently  pnb- 


Uahed  by  them,  to  be  deposited  in  the  lAbraiy  of 
Congress.  JOHN  Gt-  ADAMS. 

HoDSB  OF  Representativss,  U.  S. 

Mr.  DAYIS  then  moved  the  reconsideration  of 
the  vote  of  yesterday,  referring  the  joint  resolntion 
on  this  subject  to  the  Commiitee  on  the  Library, 
and  that  it  be  considered  at  this  time ;  which 
motion  was  agreed  to,  and  the  motion  to  refer  the 
resolution  was  reconsidered  and  rejected. 

The.  PRESIDENT  then  obeenred,  in  reply  lo  a 
snggestion  of  Mr.  D.  that  the  resolation  would  tow 
come  up  in  its  regular  order. 

Mr.  PRESTON  presented  the  memorial  of  Mrs. 
Harriet  Baker;  which  was  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Revolutionary  Claims,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

Mr.  SMITH  of  Conn,  presented  the  petition  of 
James  Logan  and  others,  asking  for  a  modification 
•f  the  pension  law;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Pensions. 

Mr.  WALKER  presented  the  petition  of  citizens 
of  the  counties  of  Yalobusha  and  Choctaw,  in  the 
State  of  Mississippi,  for  the  establishment  of  a 
post  route  from  Coffeeville  in  Yalobusha  county, 
through  Graysport  to  Bellefontaine,  in  the  coaaty 
of  Choctaw;  which  petition  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  HUBBARD, 

The  petition  and  papers  of  Amasa  C  Brown,  on 
the  files  of  the  last  session,  together  with  some  ad- 
ditional evidence,  were  referred  lo  the  Committee 
on  Pensions. 

Mr.  ROANE  presented  the  petition  of  the  ezeen- 
lor  of  Thomas  Griffin,  of  the  Revolutionary  army, 
airking  for  the  commutation  of  the  debased:  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims. 

Also,  the  petition  of  Lieut.  John  Gtoggan  and 
Ensign  Robert  Walker,  of  the  Revolutionary  army, 
asking  for  commutation  pay:  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Revolutionary  Claims. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  presented  the  memorial  of 
Commodore  David  Porter,  asking,  tor  reasons 
therein  stated,  and  very  forcibly  stated,  for  the  ar- 
rearages of  his  pension;  which  was  referred,  to  the 
Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  presented  the  petition  of  True- 
man  Hastings  and  others,  praying  that  post 
offices  may  not  be  compeMed  to  remain  open  on 
Sundays:  referred  to  the  Commiitee  on  the  Post 
Office  and  Post  Roads. 

Mr.  FULTON  presented  the  memorial  of  the 
Legislature  of  the  State  of  Arkansas,  asking  that 
the  franking  privilege  may  be  extended  to  the  Gover- 
nors of  Siatci^:  referred  to  the  Commitlee  on  the 
Post  Office  and  Post  Roads. 

Mr.  TIPTON  presented  a  memorial  of  the 
Mount  Carmel  and  New  Albany  Railroad  Com- 
pany, for  the  right  of  way  through  the  public 
lands,  and  a  donation  of  land  to  aid  said  com- 
pany: which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Roads  and  Canals. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WALL,  the  petition  and  pa- 
pers of  John  H.  Macintosh,  on  the  files  of  the  last 
session  were  again  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Claims. 

Mr.  DAVIS  presented  the  petition  of  Josephine 
Nourse,  widow  of  Dr.  Benjamin  Nourse,  a  surgeon 
in  the  army,  asking  for  the  half  pay  of  the  de- 
ceased: referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military  Af- 
fairs. 

Mr.  HUBBARD, from  the  Committee  on  Claims, 
to  which  had  been  referred  the  bill  for  the  relief  of 
William  East,  reported  the  same  v.  Iihout  amend- 
ment, accompanied  by  a  report,  which  was  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

Mr.  LYON,  from  the  Committee  on  Roads  and 
Canals,  to  which  had  been  referred  a  bill  making 
appropriations  for  the  completion  of  certain  roads 
begun  by  the  United  States  in  tbe  State  of  Michi- 
gan, reported  the  same  without  amendment. 

Mr.  WALL,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Judi- 
ciary, to  which  had  been  referred  the  bill  to  amend 
the  act  entitled  "An  act  for  the  punishment  of  cer- 
tain crimes  against  the  United  States,"  reported  the 
same  without  amendment. 

Also,  from  the  same  committee,  the  bill  to  pre- 
vent the  counterfeiting  of  foreign  copper,  gold,  and 
silver  coins,  and  to  prohibit  the  bringing  the  sama 
into  the  Uuitsd  States,  without  amendment. 


Its 
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Noble,  Palmer,  Pftrker,  Parmenter,  Parria^  Paynter,  Pearce, 
Peurikiiii  Phetpa,  Pickera.  Pope,  Pratt,  1  utnam,  Randolpli, 
RoiN,  Rancher.  Rheti,  Ridgway,  Rives,  J.  Robei  taon,  Ruroaey, 
A.  H.  Sheppera,  C.  Shepard,  Bhielila,  Bheplor,  Siblaj,  Snvder, 
ftoutbgate.  Spencer,  Biuarc,  Stone,  Stratton,  Swearingen,  Tftlia* 
ferro,  Tavior,  Thomaa,  Thompeon,  Toucey,  Towns,  Toroey, 
Vail,  Vandenreer,  Wagner.  Webster.  A.  B.  White,  J.  White, 
WhitUesey,S.WUIianM,i.  W.  W01lams,J.  L-WHUama.  C. 
H.  Williams,  Word,  Yell,  andYorkfr-174. 

NAYS— Means.  Adaroa,  H.  Allen,  Borden,  W.  B.  Calhonn, 
Cranaton,I>arliDgton,  Daviea,  Dunn,BTan8,  Evereu,  KPleteher, 
Fillmore,  Giddings,  Grennell,  Hall,  Halatead,  BasUnm,  PMk, 
Potts,  Rariden,  E.  Roblnaoo,  SaiumsiaJI,  Stade:  Sinith,  and 
TiUiiighast-ai. 

[When  Mr.  Kennedy's  name  was  called,  that 
geutUman  said  he  wished  to  inqaire  before  he 
voted  whether  a  clerical  error  could  be  first  oor* 
reeled  in  this  part  of  the  resolution. 

The  Chair  said  it  could  not. 

Mr.  Kennedy  rejoined  that  he  should  vote  for 
it,  but  he  did  so  protesting  against  its  bad  gram- 
mar.] 

The  fiAh  and  last  resolution  was  in  the  following 
words: 

Resolved^  ther^ere,  That  ail  attempts  on  the  part 
of  Congress  to  abolish  slavery  in  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia or  the  Territories,  or  to  prohibit  the  remo- 
val of  slaves  from  State  to  State,  or  to  discriminate 
between  the  institutions  of  one  portion  of  the  Con- 
federacy and  another,  with  the  views  aforesaid,  are 
m  violation  of  the  Constitution,  destructive  of  the 
fondamsntal  principle  on  which  the  Union  of  these 
Slates  rests,  and  beyond  the  jnrisdiction  of  Con- 
gress; and  that  every  petition,  memorial,  resoluuon, 
proposition,  or  paper,  touching  or  relating  in  any 
way,  or  to  any  extent  whatever,  to  slavery  as  afore- 
said, 01  the  abolition  thereof,  shall,  on  the  presen- 
tation thereof,  without  any  further  action  thereon, 
be  laid  upon  the  table,  without  being  debated, 
printed,  or  referred. 

Mr.  RANDOLPH  called  for  a  division  at  the 
word  "  Congress"  in  the  9th  and  10th  lines;  which 
was  ordered. 

Mr.  WISE  then  said,  I  now,  if  it  be  in  order, 
and  in  order  to  test  the  sense  of  the  Hou.se  upon 
all  the  resolutions,  move  a  suspension  of  the  rules, 
with  a  view  of  offering  an  amendment  to  this  pro- 
position, so  as  to  strike  out  the  words,  **  with  ike 
views  aforesaid)'^  and  that  gentleman  may  not  have 
an  excuse  of  apprehending  a  debate  on  Abolition, 
I  pledge  myself  not  to  say  a  word  upon  it.  I  will 
vote  for  the  resolution  if  they  will  strike  out  these 
words. 

The  CHAIR  could  not  entertain  the  motion  to 
suspend  the  rules. 

Mr.  WISE.  Well  then,  I  will  remark  that  these 
are  the  words  that  sold  the  South. 

The  first  branch  of  the  proposition  was  adopted 
—yeas  146,  nays  52,  as  follovrs  : 

YEA.S— Messn.  John  W.  Allen,  Anderson,  Andrews,  Ather* 
ton.  Banks,  Beauy,  Been,  Bcirne,  Boll,  Bicknell,  Binlsall, 
Bond,  Boutdin,  Buchanan,  Bynnm,  John-  Calhoon,  Cam* 
breieng,  William  B.  Campbell,  John  Campbell,  Carter,  Casey, 
Chambers,  Ciianey,  Chapman,  Cluwney,  Coieei,  Cennor 
Corwin,  Crabb,  Craig,  Craiy, Crockett,  Curtis,  Cushman,  Daw- 
son, Doherry,  I>e  GrafT,  Dennis,  Dioni«;oo]e,  9uncan,  Elmore, 
Farrington,  Fairfield,  Fry,  Gallop,  James  Garland,  Rice  Oar* 
land,  Glascock,  James  Graham,  Grantland,  Gray,  Griffin,  Ham' 
mond.  Hamcr,  Harlan,  Harrison,  Harper,  Hawes,  Hawkins, 
Haynen,  Holt,  HowanI,  Ifubley,  William  H.  Hunter,  Robert 
M,  r.  Hunter,  Thomas  B.  Jackson,  Jabez  Jick-^n,  Henry  John* 
son  Joseph  Johnson,  William  Cost  Johnson,  Nathaniel  Jon««, 
John  W.  Jones,  Keim,  Kemble,  Kennedy,  KlinsenamUh,  Le- 

Sre,  Leadbettcr,  li«wi5, 1/)gan,  Loom  is,  Lyon,  Mai  lory,  Jan)e8 
Mason,  Martin,  Maury,  May,  McKay,  Rul)ert  Mc<:i(>llan, 
Abraham  McClellan,  McCUire,  Menefee,  Mercer,  Monip>mery, 
Mocre,  Mortfan,  s^amuel  W  Morris  Mtirray,  Noble,  Palmer, 
Parker,  Parris,  Paynier,  Pearce,  Pelrikin,  Phelps,  Pickens, 
Plumer,  Pope,  Pratt,  Randolph,  Reily,  Rencher.  Rheii,  Rives, 
J.  Rober  pon.  Rnrnwy,  Sawynr,  Aupusiinc  H.  8ncp|3erd,  Chas. 
ShepardH.  Shields,  8heplor,  Snyder,  8i»uthgaie,  Spencer,  Stuart, 
Btocip.  Swearingen,  Taliaf«rio,  Taylor,  Thomas,  Thompson, 
Titus.  Tnurcy,  Towns,  Turney ,  Vail,  Wacener,  Wobster,  Al- 
belt  H.  Whie,  John  White,  Whittl^rey,  8.  Williams,  Jarod  W. 
Williams,  Joseph  L.  Williams,  Christopher H.  Williaras,  Word, 
and  Yell— 146. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Adams,  noman  Allen,  Aycrfgff,  Borden, 
Briggs,  William  B.  Calhoun,  Childs,  Cranston,  Coshine,  Dar* 
lington,  Davies,  Dunn,  Elwards,  Erans,  Everett,  Richard 
Fletcher,  Isaac  Fletcher,  Fillmore,  Foster,  Giddinfs,  Goode, 
Grant.  Grennell,  Haley,  Hall,  Halsted,  Hastings,  Henry,  Herod, 
Lincoln,  Marvil^  Samson  Mason,  Maxwell,  McKennan,  Mitch- 
ell, Calvary  Merris,  Naylor,  Noyes,  Peck,  PoUs,*Putnam,  Rari- 
den, Reed,  E.  Robinsen,  BaltoDstall,  Bheffer,  Sibley,  Slade, 
SiratioD,  and  Tillinghaat— Gc2. 

[When  the  name  of  Mr.  Dawson  of  Georgia 
was  called,  that  gentleman  rose  in  his  place  and 
said, 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  shair  vote  in  the  affirmative, 
omitting  or  ezpanging,  so  far  as  my  vote  goes,  the 
words '*with  tht  viewi  aforesaid."    Confress  has 


no  constltional  power,  for  mug  "«ieio«"  or  for  any 
purposes  whatever  to  interfere  with  the  question.] 

Mr.  POTTS  moved  to  lay  the  second  branch  on 
the  table,  on  which  motion 

Mr.  CRAIO  demanded  the  yeas  andmajrs,  which 
being  ordered  were  yeas  85,  nays  129,  as  follows : 

TEAS— Messrs.  Adams,  Alexander,  Heman  Allen.  John  W. 
Allen,  Aycrigff,  Bell,  Bond,  Borden,  Brign,  William  B.  Cal- 
houn, John  Calhoon,  Childa,  Clark,  Coflfn,  Corwin,  Crabb, 
Cranston,  Curtis,  Cusfaiog,  DarlingtoiH  Davee,  Dariea,  Dunn, 
Edwards,  Erans,  Ererett,  Ewinf,  R.  Fletcher,  I.  Fletcher, 
Fillmore,  Giddings,  Goods,  WHIiara  Graham,  Grares,  Grennell, 
Haley,  Hall,  Hawed,  Harper,  Hastings,  Henry.  Herod,  Tneham, 
Lincoln,  Marvin,  Sanoaon  Blasoo,  Maxwell,  McKennan,  Mene- 
fee,  Milligan,  Mitchell,  Calvary  Morris,  Naylor,  Noyes,  Par- 
menter, Peck,  Potts,  Putnam,  Rariden,  Randolph,  Reed  ttMg- 
way,  Edward  Robinson,  Russell,  ftaltonstall,  Heigeant,  SbefTer, 
Sibley,  Slad^  Smith,  Straitou,  Tillingbasi,  Tolaiid,  Albert  B. 
White,  Joseph  L.  Williams,  Word,  and  Yorke-S5. 

NAYB—Messra.  Anderson,  Andrews,  Athpiton,  Bankf^ 
Baaity,  Beeri.  Beime,  Bicknell,  Birdsall,  Bouldin,  Brodhead, 
Bronson,  Buchanan,  Bynum,  Carabreleng,  William  B.  Camp- 
bell, John  Campbell,  Caner,  Casey,  Chaney,  Chapman, 
Clowney,  Coles,  Connor,  Craifr,  Crockett.  Cushman,  Dawsen, 
Deberry,  De  GrafT,  Dennis,  Diomgoole,  Duncan.  Elmore,  Far- 
rinffton,  Fairfield,  Foster,  Fry,  Gallup,  James  Gnrland,  Glas- 
COCK.  James  Graham,  Grantland,  Grant,  Gray.  Griffln,  Ham- 
mond, Hamer,  Barlain,  Harrison,  Hawea,  Hawkins,  Haynes, 
Holt,  Hopkins,  Howard,  Uubley,  William  H.  Hunter,  Robert 
M.  T.  Hunter,  Thomas  B.  Jackson,  Jabez  Jackson,  H.  John- 
son, J.  Johnson,  W.  O.  Johns(tn,  N.  Jones,  J.  W.  Jones,  Keim, 
Kemble,  Kennedy,  Klingensmith,  LeKar^  Leadbetter.  Lewis, 
Logan,  Loomis,  Lyon.Mallo7.  J&mes  M.  Mason,  Martin,  Mau- 

3,  May,  McKay,  Robert  McClellan,  Abraham  McClellan, 
cClure,  Mercer,  Montgomery,  Moore,  Morgan,  Mathias  Mor- 
ria,  Samuel  W.  Morris,  Murray.  Noble,  Palmer,  Parker,  Parris, 
Paynier,  Pearce,  Petrikin,  Phelps,  Pickens,  Plumer,  Pratt, 
Reily,  Rencher,  Rhett,  Rives,  John  Robertaon,  Rnmsey,  Saw- 
▼er,  Augustine  H.  Shepperd,  Charles  Shepard,  Shielda,  Shep- 
lor,  Snyder,  Southgate,  Spencer,  Siuart,  Stone,  Bwearingen, 
Taliafert'o,  Taylor.  Thomas,  Titus,  Toucey,  Towns,  Turney, 
Vail,  Wagener,  Webster.  John  White,  W'^hittleisey,  Bherrod 
Willlam^  JaiedW.  Williams,  Christopher  H.  Williams,  and 
Yeli-129.  ->  1-  -. 

So  the  motion  to  lay  on  the  table  was  decided  in 
the  negative. 

Mr.  JENIFER  inqnired  if  the  affirmation  of  this 
last  proposition  woold  not  be  identical  with  a  rir- 
taal  reception  of  all  petitions  on  the  abolition  of 
slavery  by  the  Housel 

The  CHAIR  replied  that  that  was  a  question 
which  each  gentleman  must  interpret  for  himself. 

Mr'  POPE  said  he  wished  to  be  excused  from 
voting  upon  this  proposition,  (he  had  voted  for  all 
the  others,)  on  the  ground  that  he  did  not  wish  to 
affirm  the  reception  of  abolition  petitions,  and 
further  that  it  was  inconsistent  with  the  propositions 
already  adopted.  Any  vote  he  could  give  would 
be  misconstrued. 

The  House  refused  to  excuse  Mr.  P. 

Mr.  CHAMBERS  also  moved  to  be  excused  on 
similar  grounds  to  those  of  his  colleague;  but  the 
House  again  refused. 

The  second  branch  of  the  last  proposition  was 
then  agreed  to--yeas  126,  nays  78. 

YE AS-~Me«r8.  Anderson,  Andrews,  Athonon,  Banks,  Real- 
ty, Beers,  Beirne,  ;IUckne11,  Birdsall,  Brodhead,  Buchanan, 
Bynum,  John  Calhoon,  Cambreleng,  William  B.  Campbell, 
John  Campbell,  Carter,  Casey,  Chaney,  Chapman  Clow- 
ney, Coles,  Connor,  Craig,  Craiy,  CrockeiC  Cushman, 
Dawson,  Deberrv,  De  GrafT,  Dennia.  Dromgools,  Elmore,  Far- 
ringion,  Fairfield.  Fry,  Gallup,  James  Garland,  Rice  Garland, 
James  Graham,  Grantland,  Graves,  Hammond,  Hamer.  Harri- 
son, Hawes,  Hawkins,  Haynes,  Holi,  Hopkins,  Howard,  Hub- 
ley,?William  H.  Hunter,  Robert  M.  T.  Hunter,  Thomas  B. 
J.tcksun,  Jabez  Jackson.  Heniy  Johnson,  Joseph  Johnson, 
WilJiani  C.  Johnson,  Nathaniel  Jones,  John  W.  Tones,  Keim, 
Kemble,  Kenneily,  Klinirensmiih,  Le{;are,  l^eadbetter,  Lewis, 
Loomis,  Lyon,  James  M.  Mason,  Martin.  Maury,  May,  McKay, 
Robert  McClellan,  Abraham  McClellan,  McClure,  Menefee, 
MerciT,  Montgomery,  Moore,  Moi  can,  Samuel  W.  Morris,  Mur* 
ray,  Noble,  Palmer,  Parker,  Parrw,  Paynicr,  Pearce,  Pelrikin, 
Phelps,  Pickens,  Pratt,  Reily,  Rencher,  Rhett.  Rivea,  John  Ro- 
bertson, Rumsey,  ftiwyer,  Ancustine  H.  Shepperd,  Charles 
She^mrd,  HhieMs,  Snyder.  S«uthgnU%  Spencer,  Smart,  Stone, 
Swearingeii,  Taliaferro,  Taylor,  Thomas,  Thompson,  Titus, 
Toucey,  Towns,  Turney,  Wagener,  Webster,  John  White, 
Whittlesey.  Sherrod  Williams,  Jared  W.  Williams,  C.  IL  Wil- 
liams,  and  Yell— 126. 

NAYS.— Messrs.  Adnms,  Alexander,  Heman  Alien,John W, 
Allen,  Aycrigs,  Bell,  Bond,  Bonlen,  Bouldin,  Brign  lironson, 
William  B.  Calhoun,  Childv  Clark,  Cofiin,  Corwin,  Crabb, 
Cranston,  Curtis,  Cushing,  Darlington,  Davee,  Daries,  Duncan, 
Dunn,  Edwatds,  Erans,  Evereu,  Rwing,  Richard  Fletcher, 
Isaac  Fletcher,  Fillmore,  Foster,  Giddini^s,  Goods,  William 
Graham,  Grant,  Gray,  Grennell,  Halev,  Hull,  Halsted, 
Hffrper.  Hastings,  Henry,  William  Herod,  Samuel  Ingham, 
Lincoln,  Marvin,  Bamson  Mason,  Maxwell,  McKennan,  Milli- 

Ki,  Mitchell,  Calvary-  Morris,  Naylor,  Noyes,  Farmenter,  Petki 
tis,  Putnam,  Rariden,  Randolph,  Reed,  Ridgway,  Edward 
Robinson,  Russell,  Saltonsrall,  Sergeant.  ShcfTer,  Sladp,  Strat- 
ton, Tillinghast.ToIand,  Alberts.  White,  Joseph  L.  Williams, 
Word,  and  Yorke~73.  -^i         k  «, 

[When  Mr.  Wise's  name  was  called,  that  gen- 
tleman rose  and  said  that,  as  that  pr«pojiition  ad- 
mits the  right  of  petition  on  this  subject,  he  should 
refase  to  vote  uppn  iLj 

The  resolntiona  being  all  severally  adopted. 


Mr.  KBNN0I>V  ttsked  leave  to  submit  the  fhl 
lowing : 

Reiohtd,  That  the  Constitution  rests  on  th 
broad  principle  of  equality  among  the  memben' « 
this  Confederacy;  and  that  Congress,  in  the  efti 
eise  of  its  alleged  powers,  has  no  right  to  discria 
inate  between  one  portion  of  the  States  and  anotfi 
er,  with  a  view  of  abolishing  the  institutions  of  Ifa 
one,  or  promoting  those  of  die  other. 

Objections  being  made,  Mr.  K.  moved  asm 
pension  of  the  rules,  but  Mr.  Porrs  interpo»Bg 
motion  to  adjourn,  which  prevailed, 

The  House  adjourned. 

IN  SENATE. 
TnuRSDAT,  December  13, 1838. 

Mr.  SOUTHARD  of  New  Jersey,  and  M 
TALLMADGE  of  New  York  appeareil  in  the 
places  in  the  Senate. 

Mr.  WALKER  presented  the  credentials  of  fli 
Hon.  Thomas  H.  Williams,  appointad  by  ifc 
Governor  of  the  State  of  Mississippi  a  Senak 
from  that  State,  to  fill  the  vacancy  occasioned  h 
the  resignation  of  the  Hon.  James  TROTTaa. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS  appeared,  was  qualified,  ai 
took  his  seat 

Mr.  HUBBARD  offered  the  following  resolutioi 
which  was  adopted : 

Retohedf  That  the  Committee  on  Naval  Allkil 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expedienpy  < 
granting  a  pension  to  Abigail  Newman,  wkfew  € 
the  late  Timothy  Newman,  master  commandanle 
the  ship  of  war  Warren,  who  died  in  August,  IM 
white  in  the  naval  service  of  the  United  Stales. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  H.  certain  papers  conneoli 
with  the  above  petition  were  referred  to  the  Coni 
mittee  on  Fensions. 

The  PRESIDENT  presented  a  memorial  tai 
sundry  citizens  of  the  Stale  of  Alabama,  pfayiji 
the  confirmation  of  the  sale  of  a  reservation  mm\ 
to   an  Indian  chief  under  the  Creek  treaty. 

On  motion  ef  Mr.  CLAY  of  Alabama,  refoni 
to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  CLAY  of  Alabama  submitted  the  {o\lowk\ 
resolution,  which  was  adopted: 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Commenftll 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  aiakiv| 
further  appropriation  for  the  constractionof  aMil 
rine  Hospital  in  the  city  of  Mobile. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  PRENTISS, 

Ordered^  That  the  petition  and  papers  of  Gslaii 
Carusi,  on  the  files  of  the  last  session,  be  again  fii 
ferred  to  the  Committee  on  Claims. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  SMITH  of  Indiana, 

Ordertdf  That  the  petition  and  papers  of  John  1 1 
Piatt,  on  the  files  of  last  session,  be  again'  refcrni 
to  the  Committee  on  Claims. 

Mr.  CLAY  of  Kentucky  presented  the  memoill 
of  a  number  of  persons  engaged  in  the  manufadni 
of  pins,  praying  for  a  repeal  or  modification  of  di 
doty  on  brass  wire;  which  was  referred  to  the  Goii 
mittee  on  Manufactures. 

Mr.  C.  also  presented  the  memorial  of  a  nnmbi 
of  persons  in  the  State  of  New  York,  depreentui 
the  evils  of  war,  and  praying  Congress  to  tall 
such  measures  as  may  promote  the  formation  of 
Congress  of  Nations:  referred  to  the  Committi 
on  Foreign  Relations. 

Mr.  C.  also  presented  the  memorial  of  a  nmi 
ber  of  persons  engaged  in  steam  navigation  < 
the  Ohio  and  Mississippi  rivers,  praying  for  a  m 
dification  of  the  act  of  last  session  for  the  regal 
lion  of  steamboats:  referred  to  the  Committee  i 
Commerce,  and  the  memorial  ordered  to  be  prinic 

Mr.  WRIGHT  gave  notice  that  he  woqIcI^  | 
morrow,  ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  more  elft 
tnally  to  secure  public  money  in  the  hands  of  nd 
cers  and  agents  of  the  Government,  and  to  ponl 
public  defaulters. 

Mr.  BENTON  presented  the  memorial  of  Mi 
Glentworth,  widow  of  Greneral  Glentwonh,  pni 
ing  for  a  pension  in  consideration  of  the  serrlu 
of  her  deceased  husband;  which  was  referred  to  t 
Committee  on  Pensions. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  PRENTISS, 

Ordered,  That  the  petition  and  papers  of  laii 
Day  on  the  files  of  the  last  session  be  again  rniii 
red  to  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  t^i 
Roads. 
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Mr.  CZ^T  of  Kmtadkf  gare  MCioe  thaito* 
■flmv  he  woald  aak  leRTe  u>  inttodnee  a  biU  in 
nitfinn^  copfrighla. 

Jfr.  BAYARD  preaoued  two  mcnorials  of 
tiana  of  ika  ttae  af  tfaa  annf,  praying  that  tbeir 
Jtfwaw  ba  assimilated  to  that  of  ofietis  of  the 
mM  WW  ni'd  lo  theCoouDitieeon  Military  Aflain. 

Mk.  B.  aiao  praaeaicd  the  maoiorial  of  the  Pbiia- 
ii^btt»  Wilmingtoo,  aad  Baltimora  Railroad 
Qyymy,  praying  Gongrefli  to  refnod  certain  do- 
iBiea  lailroad  kob:  rafened  to  the  CoounUtee  on 


Mr.  WALKER,  fmm  the  Committee  on  Public 
Uadi,  to  which  the  aame  had  been  lefened,  re- 
pMd  the  bill  to  confirm  the  eaie  of  certain  reeer- 
mkm  of  public  lands,  wiihont  amendmenL 

Mr.  W*from  the  aame  committee,  al&o  reported 
fee  bin  flaming  to  the  eoanty  of  Kalamazoo,  in 
heftaleof  Michigan,  the  right  of  pre-emption  lo 
Umitir  sectioD  of  JaAd,  and  for  other  purposes, 
riibsat  amendment. 

iho,  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Newton, 
lihsat  amendment. 

Ifr.  TIPTON,  from  the  Committee  on  Indian 
iKtt,  Imported  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Jean  B. 
Me,  witfaont  amendment 

K;  d^ATTON,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Uicaiy,  veported,  without  amehdment,  the  bill  to 
pKai  an  act  entitled  **Anact  to  reqotre  the  judges 
i  te  diatnci  court  of  East  and  West  Tennessee 

Sd  a  court  at  Jackson,  in  said  Stale,"  approred 
10,1838. 
MBBTH  INSTALMENT  OF  DEPOSITE. 
Ik  WRIGHT,  from  the  Committee  on  Fi- 
■fte^  to  which  was  referred  the  aanual  report  of 
jliSeeRtary  of  the  Treasury  on  the  finances,  re- 
WBi  a  hilt  further  to  postpone  the  fourth  instal- 
Ihi  of  the  deposites  with  the  States,  under  the  act 
tiQatj  1836;  which  was  read. 
^'  .  CLAY  of  Kentucky  said  thai  he  should  like 
to  see,  if  this  instalment  was  again  to  be  post- 
ao  eoDtraiy  t»  what  they  all  expected  at  the 
it  was  not  postponed  indefinitely. 
Iml  hopad  that  there  wooldi  at  least,  have  been 
ffofcNigatioa  of  the  piomise  to  the  States,  that 
might  look  forward  to  some  lime  when  they 
ijht  naaooably  hope  to  receive  this  money, 
■ft  *ey  all  expeeted,  and  which  many  of  them 
iMade  arrangements  to  appropriate  to  useful 
ptiapoftaaft  purposes.  He  should  like  to  know  if 
feayear^  farther  postponement  woald  not  be  suf- 
Mt;  and  without  saying  whether  he  should  vote 
Hie  bill  in  any  event,  he  hoped  that  it  would  be 
PlBnded  as  to  postpone  the  payment  to  some 
aotaiB,  say  the  1st  of  January,  1840,  instead 
postponed,  as  provided  for  by  the  bill,  until 
pleasure  of  Congreu  was  expressed  on 

» CL  then  moved  lo  amend  the  bill  by  making 

Bt  till  the  1st  Janaary,  1840. 

}BT  observed  that  he  was  not  then 

[  to  ooeopy  the  time  of  the  Senate  by  dia- 

the  sabject  of  this  bill.    The  committee 

it  with  a  view  to  the  state  of  the 

f ,  as  indicated  by  the  Secretary  in  his  an- 

That  exhibit  showed  that  by  the  first 

r  there  would  he  no  money  in  the  Trea- 

r  the  payment  of  this  fourth  instalment,  and 

IS  ao  anticipation  of  that  officer,  that  there 

I  be  any  moneys  for  the  purpose  by  the  first 

r  thereafter.    The  committee  believed  as 

ttbe  time  had  arrived  when  the  Troa- 

iaA  eaned  with  all  the  money  that  it  could 

J  Mdeanry  on  the  operations  of  theGh>vem- 

^wiAout  calling  on  the  States  for  the  repay- 

Tfte  iaslalments  they  had  already  received. 

7of  no^ng  which  promised  that  the  Trea* 

'I  be  able  to  spare  this  money  by  the  first 

IS40,  and  therefore  must  oppose  the 

Having  made  this  explanation,  he 

ent  himself  with  asking  for  tho  yeas  and 

looertion. 

Ir  of  Kentucky  said  that  he  confessed 

I  aner^  uimbie  to  know  what  would  be  the 

1  of  tho  Treasury  by  the  time  mentioned, 

I  he  beKevod  waa  anore  than  was  practicable 

J  ID  know;  for,  after  the  delhlcations  of 

oCeera  which  had  laltly  come  to  ligfat^ 

I  of  tUa  e(Wttry>  one  for  a  mil^ 
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lion  of  dollars  and  the  amouat  of  the  other  as  yet 
unknown,  no  one  coold  possibly  tell.  Oae  thing 
they  did  knov,  and  that  was,  if  they  could  get  back 
this  money,  or  any  part  of  it,  the  state  of  the  Trea- 
sury would  be  very  diiferent  from  what  it  woald  be 
with  the  total  loss  of  iu  He  knew  nothing  as  to  the 
amount  of  these  defalcations,  or  as  to  the  means  of 
the  Government  to  recover  back  the  whole  or  any 
part  of  them,  and,  therefore,  would  not  hazard  any 
calculations  as  to  their  probable  valoe.  The  gen- 
tleman from  New  York  could  not  say  that  the 
Treasury  would  be  in  a  condition  to  pay  this  money 
by  the  1st  of  Janaary,  1840}  that  was  very  true. 
Sach  was  the  nature  of  our  financial  concerns,  that 
no  man  could  say  with  ceruinty,  a  year  bffore 
hand,  what  our  receipts  and  expenditures  would 
amount  to.  But  he  would  observe  that,  if  it 
should  be  iound  when  the  time  came  rouad, 
that  the  Treasury  was  not  in  a  coadiiion 
to  meet  this  payment,  there  would  be  the  same 
power  in  Congress  that  there  now  was  to 
postpone  it  for  another  year.  But  what  be  wanted 
to  see  was,  that  the  act  of  Congress  providing  for 
this  deposite  shoald  be  fulfilled,  and  the  pledge  re- 
deemed, by  carrying  out  the  assarances  given  by 
that  act.  Some  greater  securiiy  would  be  given  to 
the  Slates  that  they  would  eventually  receive  this 
money,  if  a  definite  day  was  fixed  for  the  postpone- 
ment, than  if  it  was  left,  as  provided  for  in  the  bill, 
for  the  future  action  of  Congress.  If  it  was  posit- 
poned  till  the  first  day  of  January,  1840,  a  still 
farther  postponement  would  require  the  consent  of 
both  branches  of  the  L^islatnre,  as  well  as  of  the 
Executive;  whereas,  if  the  bill  passed  in  its  present 
shape,  it  would  amount  to  an  indefinite  postpone* 
ment,  without  a  special  act  o:  Congress,  sanctioned 
by  the  Executive.  He  was  glad  the  yeas  and  nays 
had  been  called,  as  he  wished  to  record  his  vote  in 
favor  of  continuing  the  hope  that  the  deposite  act 
would  be  eventaally  carried  out. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  replied  that  it  was  not  his 
intention  now  to  eater  inio  a  discossion 
of  the  lamentable  defalcations  which  had 
lately  come  to  light.  He  had  not  the  informa- 
tion to  enable  him  to  speak  to  that  body  in- 
telligibly on  the  subject  All  ha  knew  with  regard 
to  them  was  derived  from  glancing  at  the  very  vo- 
luminous report  of  the  S^rctary,  which  had  been 
ordered  to  be  printed,  and  which  was  not  yet  laid 
upon  their  tables.  He  waa  as  much  devoid  of  in- 
formation on  the  subject  aa  the  Senator  who  last 
addressed  them.  But  this  much  he  would  say,  that 
if  this  matter  was  not  thoroughly  understood  by 
Congress  and  by  the  whole  country,  before  the 
close  of  the  session,  it  would  not  be  his  fault.  It 
was  his  fixed  purpose  to  have  a  thorough  investi- 
gation of  the  whole  subject,  and  to  let  his  constitu- 
ents know  the  whole  truth.  Then  as  to  the  bill 
before  them.  It  was  not  his  purpose  to  hold  out 
to  the  States  expectations  that  he  did  not  believe 
could  be  realized.  In  September  last  the  Commit- 
tee on  Finance  proposed  the  same  postponement  of 
this  instalment,  and  on  the  same  terms  that  they 
now  did.  For  himself,  he  thought  that  the  time 
had  gone  by  when  they  were  authorized  to  hold  out 
any  expectations  to  the  States  from  a  surplus  in  the 
Treasury,  though,  at  the  same  time,  he  agreed  that 
he  had  no  power  lo  k>ok  forward  and  say  precisely 
what  would  be  the  condition  of  the  Treasury  at 
the  and  of  another  year.  He  had  no  information 
which  enabled  him  to  say  that  this  instalment  could 
be  met  on  the  Ist  January,  1840,  easier  than  it  now 
could. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  said  he  should  vote  for  the 
postponement  moved  by  the  Senator  from  Ken- 
tucky, though  he  had  not  the  slightest  anticipation 
that  diere  would  be  any  surplus  in  the  Treasury, 
either  in  dkis  or  in  the  coming  year.  The  question 
would  then  naturally  occur,  why  he  gave  such  a 
vote.  The  answer  was,  in  the  first  place,  that  it 
could  do  no  harm,  and  in  the  next  place  it  would 
have  the  effect  to  check  this  House  in  its  expendi- 
tures. If  the  expenditures  had  not  been  so  pro- 
fuse last  year,  there  might  then  have  been  a  pay- 
ment of  this  instalment.  But  this  and  the  other 
Houae  took  dififerent  views  from  what  he  did,  and 
their  expenditures  were  more  profuse  than  they 
evar  had  been  since  he  was  aoonecled  with  the  Go- 
vanuMUt.    He  ktA  hoped  at  the  last  seiaiott  that 


the  postponement  of  this  instalment  would  have 
had  some  efiV  ct  to  check  their  extravagant  expen- 
ditures, but  though  he  was  d  sappointed,  he  would 
aeain  vote  for  the  postponement  with  the  same 
views.  He  would,  however,  take  this  occasion  lo 
say,  that  he  never  would  consent  to  voteadoUar 
for  this  instalment,  which  he  never  regarded  in  the 
light  of  a  debt,  while  they  had  to  borrow  money. 
The  Senator  from  Kentucky  was  entirely  mistaken 
in  regarding  the  deposite  act  in  the  light  of  a  pro- 
mise to  the  Slates.  There  was  no  pledge,  no  obli- 
gation whatever;  the  act  was  one  of  expediency 
merely,  and  it  had  fulfilled  its  object.  He  repeat- 
ed again  that  he  would  never  consent  lo  give  his 
vole  to  borrow  money  lo  pay  that  instalment. 

Mr.  NTLES  said  he  did  not  purpose  lo  enter  into 
an  extenf*ed  discussion  of  this  subject,  but  would 
only  offipra  few  remarks  in  reply  to  the  suggestions 
of  the  j^enileman  on  the  other  side  of  the  house, 
[Mr.  Clay  of  Kentucky,]  in  which  assertions  had 
been  made,  and  principles  advanced,  which  were 
of  an  importance  not  to  be  overlooked.  It  is  now, 
sir,  for  the  first  time,  proposed  to  raise  a  revenue 
for  the  purpose  of  a  distribution  among  the  States: 
— to  raise  money  from  the  people,  in  their  indi- 
vidual capacity,  to  be  distributed  araon&:  the  States 
in  their  corporate  capacity,  to  enure  to  the  benefit 
of  chartered  menopolies.  He  [Mr.  N.]  knew  this 
was  not  intended,  nor  thought  of,  when  the  depo- 
site bill  was  passed  by  the  Senate.  The  object 
was  to  get  rid  of  an  enormous  surplus  which  had 
accumulated,  and  was  distributed  among  ninety 
banks,  expanding  our  already  overgrown  paper 
system,  corrupting  the  legislation  of  Compress,  and 
embarrassing  to  public  and  private  affairs.  On 
this  ground  he  voted  for  that  bill,  as  did  a  majority 
of  those  who  voted  with  him.  But  he  contended 
that  the  object  for  which  the  bill  had  been 
passed  was  accomplished;  the  surplus  had  been 
deposited.  He  asked  if  it  was  pretended  by 
the  Senator  from  Kentucky  that  there  is  a 
surplus  in  the  Treasury  now,  or  would  there 
be  a  surplus  at  the  period  proposed  in  the 
amendment.  Did  not  the  gentleman  know  that  by 
the  operation  of  his  own  law,  (the  compromise  act,) 
the  biennial  reduction  of  the  duties  on  imports 
would  occur  during  the  coming  year,  thus  lessen- 
ing, by  that  amount,  the  fiscal  resources  of  the  Go- 
vemment?  Under  thef^e  circumstances,  to  hold  out 
the  hope,  as  would  be  done  by  the  proposed  amend- 
ment, that  the  fourth  instalment  would  be  paid  in 
January,  1840,  when  there  would  be  no  surplus  in 
the  Treasury,  would  be  to  sanction  the  idea  (hat 
the  money  would  be  raised  by  taxation.  This  is 
the  essential  question,  and  the  only  question  before 
the  Senate.  But  it  is  said  that  the  Qovernraent 
should  redeem  its  pledge;  that  the  good  faith  of  {he 
Qovemment  is  pledged  for  (he  payment  of  the  fourth 
insUilment  of  deposite.  Sir,  if  it  is  a  debt  due  by 
the  GK3vemment  to  the  States,  it  should  be  djs- 
charged.  But,  instead  of  having  any  just  claim  for 
this  money,  the  Suites  are  under  obligations  to  Con- 
gress for  not  reclaiming  the  three  instalments  al*. 
ready  deposited.  If  it  was  not  for  the  interposition 
of  Congress,  good  faith  would  have  required  (he  Se- 
cretary o(  the  Treasury  to  recall  the  money  depo- 
sited with  the  States,  for  the  necessities  of  (he  Go- 
vernment; such  was  the  spirit  and  requisitions  of 
the  act.  He,  and  the  friends  who  were  with  him, 
had  supported  the  bill  in  good  faith  as  a  deposite 
act,  not  a  distribution  among  the  States.  It  was  to 
be  a  deposite  of  a  surplus.  This  had  been  accom- 
plished, and  the  bill  had  fulfillei!  its  functions.  If 
it  was  intended  as  any  more  than  a  deposite  act— 
for  a  distribution  of  money  among  the  States — then 
was  our  legislation  a  fraud  upon  the  country. 

He  would  remark,  in.reply  to  the  Senator  (Vom  S. 
Carolina,  [Mr.  Calhodw,]  who  proposes  to  vote  for 
the  amendment,  that  it  may  be  an  inducement  to 
retrenchment  and  economy  in  the  expenditures  of 
the  GK>vanmienl,  that  it  would  be  better  to  take  a 
more  direct  method,  hei  us  adhere  to  that  first 
great  principle,  which  he  [Mr  C]  has  so  often  and 
so  ably  advocated  on  this  floor,  to  raise  no  more 
money  from  the  people  than  is  necessary  lor  an 
economical  administration  of  the  Government. 
This,  sir,  woald  be  preferable  to  checking  a  con- 
templated   extravagant  expenditure    by   conn^- 
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Noble,  Palmer,  Pftrker,  PannenMr,  Pani%  P«ynt«r,  PMrce, 
Peirikin,  Ph«lp«,  Pickens,  Pope,  Pratt,  I  utn^m,  Randolph, 
Roihr,  Rencher.  Rheit,  Ridgway,  Rivea,  J.  Robeifaon.  RamMy, 
A.  11.  ahepperd,  O.  Sbepard,  Shiekit,  Bhaplor,  Sibley,  9nYder, 
Soutbgate.  Spencer,  ^(uarc,  Scone,  Stratton,  Swearingen,  TMia* 
fvrro,  Taylor,  Tboma«,  Tbompeon,  Toucey,  Towns,  Toroey, 
Vail,  Vanderreer,  Wagner.  Webster.  A.  S.  White,  i.  While, 
WhiU)eMy,8.WillianM,i.  W.  Wiliiania,J.  L.Wmiame.  C. 
H.  Wjtliama,  Word,  Tell,  and  Yorke— 174. 

NAYS— Maasfi.  Adams,  H.  Allen,  Borden,  W.  B.  Calhoon, 
Cranston, Darlington,  Daviea,  Dann,ETaAs,  Everett,  R.FIetcber, 
Fillmore,  Glddings,  Greonell,  Hall,  Halstead.  Haetinge,  Bsck. 
Potts,  Rariden^  E.  Roblnaoo,  Sattoosiall,  Slade;  Sinitii,  and 

[When  Mr.  Kbnnedt's  name  was  called,  that 
geutUman  said  he  wished  to  inqaire  btfore  he 
voted  whether  a  clerical  error  could  be  first  cor- 
rected in  this  part  of  the  resolatioD. 

The  Chair  said  it  could  not. 

Mr.  Kknnbdy  rejoined  that  he  should  vote  for 
it,  but  he  did  so  protesting  against  its  bad  gram- 
mar.] 

The  fiAh  and  last  resolution  was  in  the  following 
words: 

Resolvedf  thertfare,  That  ail  attempts  on  the  part 
of  Congress  to  abolish  slavery  in  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia or  the  Territories,  or  to  prohibit  the  remo- 
val of  slaves  from  State  to  State,  or  to  discriminate 
between  the  institutions  of  one  portion  of  the  Con- 
federacy and  another,  with  the  views  aforesaid,  are 
m  violation  of  the  Constitution,  destructive  of  the 
fondamsntal  principle  on  which  the  Union  of  these 
Slates  rests,  and  beyond  the  jurisdiction  of  Con- 
gress; and  that  every  petition,  memorial,  resolution, 
proposition,  or  paper,  touching  or  relating  in  any 
way,  or  to  any  extent  whatever,  to  slavery  as  afore- 
said, oi  the  abolition  thereof,  shall,  on  the  presen- 
tation thereof,  without  any  further  action  thereon, 
be  laid  upon  the  table,  without  being  debated, 
printed,  or  referred. 

Mr.  RANDOLPH  called  for  a  division  at  the 
word  **  Congress'*  in  the  9th  and  10th  lines;  which 
was  ordered. 

Mr.  WISE  then  said,  I  now,  if  it  be  in  order, 
and  in  order  to  test  the  sense  of  the  House  upon 
all  the  resolutions,  move  a  suspension  of  the  rules, 
with  a  view  of  offering  an  amendment  to  this  pro- 
position, so  as  to  strike  out  the  words,  "  with  ike 
views  aJore$aid'^^  and  that  gentleman  may  not  bare 
an  excuse  of  apprehending  a  debate  on  Abolition, 
I  pledge  myself  not  to  say  a  word  upon  it.  I  will 
vote  for  the  resolution  if  they  will  strike  out  these 
words. 

The  CHAIR  could  not  entertain  the  motion  to 
suspend  the  rules. 

Mr.  WISE.  Well  then,  I  will  remark  that  these 
are  the  words  that  sold  the  South. 

The  first  branch  of  the  proposition  was  adopted 
—yeas  146,  nays  52,  as  follovrs  : 

YEAS— MessM.  John  W.  Allen,  Antlcrson,  Andrews,  Ather- 
ton,  Banks,  Beany,  Beers,  Bcirne,  Bell,  Bicknell,  Binisall, 
Bond,  Bou'din,  Buchanan,  Byncim,  John-  Calhoon,  Cam- 
breleng,  William  B.  Campbell,  John  Campbell,  Carter,  Casey, 
Chambers,  Ciianey,  Chapman,  Clowncy,  Coleo,  Connor 
Corwin,  Crabb.  Cratg,  Craiy, Crockett,  Curtis,  Cushroan,  Daw- 
son, Deherry,  I)e  Graff,  Dennis,  Diomgoole,  9uncan,  Elmore, 
Farringion,  Fairfield,  Fry,  Gallup,  James  Garland,  Rice  Oar- 
lami,  Glascock,  James  Graham,  Graiilland,  Gray,  Griffin,  Ham- 
mond, Hamer,  Harlan,  Harrison,  Harper,  Hawes,  Hawkins, 
Haynefi,  Holt,  Howanl,  llubley,  William  H.  Hunter,  Robert 
M.  J'.  Hunter, Thomas  B.  Jackson,  JalMz  Jackson,  Henry  John- 
son Joseph  Johnson,  William  Cost  Johnson,  Nathaniel  Jone.«, 
John  W,  Jones,  Keim,  Kemble,  Kennedy,  Klin?ensmiih,  l.e. 


Sre,  Leadbeticr,  IjHtvi^,  Logan,  Loomis,  Lyon,  Mallory,  James 
Mason,  Martin,  Maury,  May,  McKay,  Robert  McClnllan, 
Abraham  McClellan,  McClure,  Mcnefee,  Mercer,  Moiii^omery, 


Moi'r<»,  Morean,  *irouel  W  Morri.o,  Murray,  Noble,  Palmer, 
Parker,  Parrisk^  Payncer,  Pearce,  Peirlkin,  Phelps,  Pifkms, 
Phimer,  Pop*',  Prau,  Randolph,  Reily,  Rencher,  Rhett,  Rives, 
-J.  Rober  son.  Kumrey,  Sawyor,  Aucnsiinc  H.  Sfheppprd,  Chas. 
Shepards,  Shi«lda,  Shenlor,  Snyder,  Mouthmite,  Spencer,  Stuart, 
Sioiip,  Swearinaen,  Taliaferio,  Taylor,  Thomas,  Thompson, 
Tiius,  Tourey,  Towns,  Tumey.  Vail,  Wapener,  Webster,  Al. 
ben  H.  Whie,  John  While,  Whittlesey,  «.  Williams,  Jared  W. 
Williams,  Joseph  L.  Williams,  Christopher H.  Williams.  Word, 
and  Yell— 140. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Adams.  Heman  Allen,  Aycrfge,  Borden, 
Briggs,  William  B.  Calhoun,  Childs,  Cranston,  Cushine,  Dar- 
lington, Davies,  Dunn,  Elwards,  Evans,  Everett,  Richard 
Fletcher,  Isaac  Fletcher.  Fillmore,  Foster,  Giddings,  Goode, 
Grant,  Grennell,  Haley,  Hall,  Halsted,  Hastings,  flenry,  Herod, 
Lincoln,  Marvin,  Samson  Mason,  Maxwell.  McKennan,  Mitch- 
ell, Calvary  Morris,  Nay  lor,  Noyea,  Peck,  Potts,*Putnam,  Rari- 
den,  Re«l,  E.  Robinsan,  SaltODaiall,  Sheffer,  Sibley,  Slade, 
Slratton,  and  Tillinghaat— €2. 

[When  the  name  of  Mr.  Dawson  of  Georgia 
was  called,  that  gentieman  rose  in  his  place  and 
said, 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  shall  vote  in  the  affirmative, 
omitting  or  expunging,  so  far  as  my  vote  goes,  the 
words  *'with  tht  viewv  aforesaid.*'    Congress  has 


DO  constitional  power,  for  aRf  <*vu»«**  or  for  any 
purposes  whatever  to  interfere  with  the  question.] 

Mr.  POTTd  moved  to  lay  the  second  branch  on 
the  table,  on  which  motion 

Mr.  CRAIO  demanded  the  yeas  and  najrs,  which 
being  ordered  were  yeas  65,  nays  129,  as  follows : 

TEAS— Messrs.  Adams,  Alexander,  Heman  Allen.  John  W. 
Allen,  Aycrin,  Bell,  Bond,  Bordeo,  Brlgn,  William  B.  Cab 
houn,  John  Calhoon,  CtUltk  Clark,  Coflin,  Corwin,  Crabb, 
Cranston,  Cunia,  Cushios,  Darlington,  Davae,  Daviea,  Dunn, 
Edwards,  Evana,  Everett,  Ewing,  R.  Fletcher,  I.  Fletcher, 
Fdlmore.  Giddings,  Goode,  William  Graham,  Graves,  Grennell, 
Haley.  Hall,  HaWad,  Harper,  Haalinn,  Henry.  Herod,  Fncham, 
Liocotn,  Marvin,  Saroaon  Mason,  MaxwelL  McKennan,  Maoe- 
fee,  Milligan,  Mlicliell,  Calvary  Morria,  Naylor,  Noycti.  Parw 
menter.  Peck,  Potta,  Putnam,  Rariden,  Randolph.  Reed,  RM^- 
way,  Edward  Robinaoti,  Ruaseli,  ftaitonstoll,  Heigeaix,  sbefTer, 
fiibley.  Blade,  limith,  eJiraiion,  Tillinghast,  Tolaiid,  Albert  B. 
White.  JoaephL.  Williams,  Word,  and  Yorke— 85. 

NAYS— Hasars.  Anderson,  Andrsws,  Atheiton.  Banki^ 
Baauy,  Beers.  Beime,  Bicknell,  Birdaali,  Bouldin,  BrodhMd, 
Bronson,  Buchanan,  Bynum,  Cambreleng,  William  B.  Camp- 
bell, John  Campbell,  Caner,  Caaey,  Chancy,  Chapman, 
Clowney,  Coles,  Connor,  Crais,  Crockett,  Cuahman,  Dawaan, 
Deherry,  De  GralT,  Dennis,  Diomgoole,  Duncan,  Elmore,  Far- 
rinston,  Fairfield,  Poster,  Fry,  Gallup,  James  Gnrlnnd,  Glaa- 
cock.  James  Graham,  Grantiaiid,  Grant,  Gray,  Ghffin.  Ham* 
mood,  Hamer,  Harlan,  Marnpon,  Hawn,  Hawkins,  Haynts, 
Holt,  Hopkins,  Howard,  Uubley,  William  H.  Hunter,  Robert 
M.  T.  Hunter,  Thomas  B.  Jackson,  Jabez  Jackson,  H.  John- 
son, J.  Johnson,  W.  O.  Johnsun,  If .  Jones,  J.  W.  Jones,  Keim, 
Kemble,  Kennedy,  Klingenamith,  LeKar^  Leadbeaer.  Lewis, 
Logan,  Loomis,  LyoiuMallorr.  James  M.  Mason,  Martin.  Mau- 

3,  May,  McKay,  Robert  McClellan,  Abraham  McClellan, 
cClure,  Mercer,  Montgomery,  Moore,  Moi^an,  Mathias  Mor- 
ria, Samuel  W.  Morris,  Murray.  Noble,  Palmer.  Parker,  Pama, 
Paynter,  Pearce,  Petrikin,  Phelps,  Pickens,  Plumer,  Pratt, 
Reily,  Rencher,  Rhett,  Rives,  John  Robertson,  Rnmspy,  Haw- 
▼er,  Aaguatine  H.  Shepperd,  Charlss  Bhepard,  Bhiekls,  Shep- 
lor.  Snyder,  Sooihgate,  Spenrer,  Stuart,  Stone,  Sweanngeii, 
Taliafefto,  Taylor.  Thomas,  Titus,  Touccy,  T<iwn«,  Tumey, 
VaU,  Wegener,  WebMer,  John  While,  Whittlesey.  Sheirod 
Williams,  JaiedW.  WilUama,  Christopher  H.  Williwns,and 
Yell-129. 

So  the  motion  to  lay  on  the  table  was  decided  in 
the  negative. 

Mr.  JENIFER  inquired  if  the  affirmation  of  this 
last  proposition  wooM  not  be  identical  with  a  rir- 
toal  reception  of  all  petitions  on  the  abolition  of 
slavery  by  the  House? 

The  CHAIR  replied  that  that  was  a  question 
which  each  gentleman  must  interpret  for  himself. 

Mr  POPE  said  be  wished  to  be  excused  from 
▼oting  upon  this  proposition,  {\k  bad  voted  for  all 
the  others,)  on  the  ground  that  he  did  not  wish  to 
affirm  the  reception  of  abolition  petitions,  and 
further  that  it  was  inconsistent  with  the  propositions 
already  adopted.  Any  vote  he  could  give  would 
be  misconstrued. 

The  House  refused  to  excuse  Mr.  P. 

Mr.  CHAMBERS  also  moved  to  be  excused  on 
similar  grounds  to  those  of  his  coUoague;  but  the 
House  again  refused. 

The  second  branch  of  the  last  proposition  was 
then  agreed  to— .yeas  126,  nays  78. 

YEAS— Me«rs.  Andersun,  Andrews,  A  thorton,  Banks,  Beat 
ty,  Beer^  Beirne,  .  lUcknell,  Birdsall,  BrodheatI,  Buchanan, 
Bynum,  John  Calhoon,  Camhrelens,  William  B.  Campbell, 
John  Campbell,  Carter,  Casey,  C'baney,  Chapman  Clow- 
ney, CoIps,  Connor,  Craig,  Craiy,  Crockett,  Cusbman, 
Dawson,  1>eberrY,De  GrafT,  Dennia.  Dromeoote,  Elmore,  Far- 
ringion, FairHeld.  Fry,  Gallup,  Janiea  GarUnd,  Rice  Garland, 
James  Graham,  Graniland,  Graves,  Hammond,  Hamer.  Hani- 
son,  Hawes,  Hawkins,  Haynes,  Holi,  Hopkins,  Howard,  Hub- 
ley,  rwilliam  H.  Hunter,  Robert  M.  T.  Hunter,  Thomas  B. 
Jickson,  J<»bez  Jackson,  Heniy  Johnson,  Joseph  Johnson, 
William  C  .Johnson,  Nathaniel  Jones,  John  W.  Tones,  Keim, 
Kemble,  Kennetly,  Klin^ensmiili,  Lec;are,  Lcadbeiier,  Lewis, 
Loomis,  Lyon,  James  M.  Mason.  Martin.  Maury,  May,  McKav, 
Robert  McClellan,  Abraham  McClellan,  Mr(;iure,  Menelec, 
Mercer,  Monfcomery.  Moore,  Morean,  Samuel  W.  Morris:,  Mur- 
ray, Noble,  Tulmcr,  Parker,  Parris,  Paynter,  Pearce,  Petrikin, 
Phelps,  Pickens,  Pratt,  Roily,  Rencher,  Rhett,  Rivea,  John  Ro- 
bertson, Rumsey,  R.iwyei-,  Augustine  H.  Phepperd,  Chaik-s 
Shepard,  Shiel  !ss  Knyder,  Southynt.%  Spencer,  Stuart,  Stone, 
Swearinge'i,  Tdliafpfro,  Taylor,  Thomas,  Thompson,  Titus, 
Toucey,  Towns,  Turney,  Wa«ener,  Webster,  John  While, 
Whiitlesev,  Sherro<l  Williams,  Jared  W.  Williams,  C.  IL  Wil- 
liams, and  Vell-lS6. 

Nays.— Meanrs.  Adams,  Alexander,  Heman  AUeivJohnW. 
Allen,  AycrigjK,  Bell,  Bond,  Bonlen,  BonMin,  Brigfa,  TJronaon, 
William  B.  Calhoun,  Childs,  Clark,  Coffin,  Corwin,  Crabb, 
Craneton,  Curtis,  Gushing,  Darlington,  Davee,  Davies,  Duncan, 
Dunn,  Edwaids,  Evana,  Everett,  Ewing,  Richard  Fletcher, 
Isaac  Fletcher,  Fillmore,  Foeier,  Giddirii^a,  Goode,  William 
Graham,  Grant,  Gray,  Grennell,  Haley,  Hall,  HalsteJ, 
Hffrper,  Hastings,  Henry,  William  Herod,  Samuel  Ingham, 
Lincoln,  Bfarvin.  Samson  Maaon,  Maxwell,  McKennan,  Milli. 
gan,  Mitchell,  Calvarv  Morris,  Naylor,  Noyea,  rarmenier,  Peck* 
Polls,  Putnaiti,  Rariden,  Randolph,  Ree«l,  Ridgway,  Edward 
Robinson,  Rusaell,  Saltonstall,  Sergeant,  ShefTer,  Slade,  Slrat- 
ton, Tillinghast.  Toland,  Alberts.  White,  Joseph  L.  WiUiama, 
Word,  and  Yorko-ra.  ^         *>  -» 

[When  Mr.  Wise's  name  was  called,  that  gen- 
tleman rose  and  said  that,  as  that  pr«poj^ition  ad- 
mits the  right  of  petition  on  this  subject,  he  should 
refuse  to  vote  upon  it.J 

The  resolntions  being  all  seTtraUy  adopted. 


Mn  KKNMKDY  ashed  leave  to  sabniiihi 
lowing : 

Rnched,  That  the  Constitution  rm  m\ 
broad  principle  of  eqaalitjr  amoufrthe  menhB 
this  Confederacy;  and  that  Coagrass,  ii  fte« 
cise  of  its  alleged  powers,  has  no  right  to  d^ 
inatt  between  one  portion  of  the  Stataind  al 
er,  with  a  Tiew  of  abolishing  the  iastitsticntfl 
one,  or  promoting  those  of  ibe  other. 

Objections  being  made,  Mr.  K.  nio?eli| 
pension  of  the  rules,  bat  Mr.  Pom  inierpQi^ 
motion  to  adjourn,  which  prevailed, 

The  House  adjourned. 


IK  SENATE. 
TnoasDAT,  Deoenber  13, 183& 

Mr.  SOUTHARD  of  New  Jener,  sril 
TALLMADGEof  New  York  appealed  a  « 
plsces  in  the  Senate. 

Mr.  WALKER  presented  the  credettiiktfl 
Hon.  Thomas  H.  Wiluasis,  appmand  Irl 
CtoTemor  of  the  State  of  Mississippi  a  &■ 
from  that  Sute,  to  fill  the  ▼ncanejr  oeatiaiil 
the  resignation  of  the  Hon.  James Taorai.    I 

Mr.  WILLIAMS  appeared,  was  qum,i 
took  his  seat 

Mr.  HUBBARD  oflcred  thefollowinf  reaiii 
which  was  adopted  :  i 

Rt$ol9ed,  That  the  Comoiittee  oa  Navai  Mi 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expedof  I 
granting  a  penmon  to  Abigail  Newmaa,  wM 
the  late  ThnothT  Newman,  master  eoaaniii 
the  ship  of  war  Warren,  who  died  in  A^frn^l 
while  in  the  naval  serrtce  of  the  Uaiiedftsa 

On  motion  of  Mr.  H.  oertain  papen  eom 
with  the  aboTe  petition  were  referred  to  ik(k 
miitee  on  Fensions. 

The  PRESIDENT  presented  a  ncDeralM 
sundry  citizens  of  the  State  of  Aiabssu,  p|i 
the  confirmation  of  the  sale  of  a  reseifstiiai 
to  an  Indian  chief  nndcT  the  Creek  tmff. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CLAY  of  AJabasii,!* 
to  the  Committee  on  Pnbtic  Lands. 

Mr.  CLAY  of  Alabama  sabmitted  ihefdiM 
resolution,  which  was  mdc/ptedz 

Rtiohei,  That  the  Committee  oa  CaBKa 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expedient  of  si 
further  appropriation  for  the  ccnsntwciaaofii 
rine  Hospital  in  the  city  of  Mobile. 

On  motion  of  BSr.  PRENTISS, 

Ordertdy  That  the  petition  andpi^wirffi* 
Camsi,  on  the  files  of  the  last  session,  be  i^ 
ferred  to  the  Committee  on  ClaiaK 

On  motion  of  Mr.  SMITH  of  ladiaot, 

Ordered,  That  the  petition  andpspenofJiJj 
Piatt,  on  the  files  of  last  session,  be  agsii  «» 
to  the  Committee  on  Claims.  ^ 

Mr.  CLAY  of  Kentucky  presented  the  warn 
of  a  number  of  persons  engaged  in  the  »»«■"** 
of  pins,  praying  for  a  repeal  or  modificatiflis" 
doty  on  brass  wire;  which  was  refened  totteC* 
mittee  on  Manufactures.  J 

Mr.  C.  also  presented  the  memorial  of*"*' 
of  persons  in  the  State  of  New  York,  depi« 
the  evils  of  war,  and  praying  CoDgrea^'JJ 
such  measures  as  may  promote  the  formaiKS  « 
Congress  of  Nations:  referred  to  the  Coaw 
on  Foreign  Relations.  _ 

Mr.  C.  also  presented  the  memorial  of  •■■ 
ber  of  persons  engaged  in  steam  w^'P^ 
the  Ohio  and  Mississippi  rivers,  V^f^^^^jl 
dification  of  the  act  of  last  session  fo'^^'^.'T 
tion  of  steamboats:  referred  to  the  CofflO^ 
Commerce,  and  the  memorial  ordered  to  bejw^ 

Mr.  WRIGHT  gave  notice  that  he  wo*J 
morrow,  a?k  leave  to  introduce  a  **'^' "J*"!/^ 
lually  to  secure  public  money  in  the  hano*  «i 
cers  and  agents  of  the  Government,  tw^~ 
public  defaulters.  ,  .y^ 

Mr.  BENTON  presented  the  memoritl  J' ■?* 
Glentworth,  widow  of  General  GlcoiffonbjPjr 
ing  for  a  pension  in  consideration  of  '^'JJJJ 
of  her  deceased  husband;  which  was  referiw"' 
Committee  on  Pensions. 

On  moUon  by  Mr.  PRENTISS,  ,  j-g 

Ordend^  That  the  petition  and  V^V^.^ 
Day  on  the  files  of  the  last  session  be  *^^ 
red  to  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Ofiei  «■■ '^ 
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emy    nember    of     that     body    but 

ax  ioni  for  it,  and  it  wu  tbe  rerj  mfasnre  pre- 

I    fMymonmeiKM  by  the  Presideni.   Now,  how 

M*ttb»pa»1    When  genlleiDen  talked  aboot 

I   gifag  is  Booey  to  tbe  States,  let  ns  loc  k  and  see 

I    bDvUns-     Sir,  »d  Mr.  T.  we  adopted  an 

I    iMriinflij  which  this  money  was  kept  within 

I    teoBBOl  orCoofress.      It  was  provided  that  it 

I    Aiilltediatribirted  among  the  States  in  the  ratio 

«f  iar  repioentation,  who  should  give  their  certifi- 

I    «Mi  for  Uieamooots  received  by  them,  and  that 

I    itoef cr  it  thooid  be  wanted  for  the  purposes  of 

I    te  GowrniMBt,  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasnry 

I    AoaM  sell  ihe  certificates  in  the  market,  which 

i   Ao8M,ffom(he  time  of  sale,  bear  an  interest  of 

tnyktat  That  amendment  placed  the  money 

atire(f  udef  (he  control  of  tbe  Government;  ii 

WIS  pteed  in  Ihe  hands  of  the  Slates:,  who  could 

veil  &r?aloable  objects,  without  interest,  until 

ieGovenuBeat  wanted  it.      The  State  of  New 

ToA,  for  instance,  invested  her  quota  in  her 

shoot  fand,  which  was  laying  a  firmer  foundation 

IvmiioBal  defence  ihan  if  :t  had  been  expended 

I  kbnekaBdmoitar  in  a  new  system  of  foriifica- 

[  timi,u!begentkman  from  Missouri  wanted  to 

I  opead  it;  ind  if  this  system  of  fortifications  had 

kmeiiTied  oat,  it  must  in  tbe  end  have  bankrupt- 

dteTreasury,  for  these  fortifications  would  cither 

kiefone  into  dilapidation,  or  they  mast  have  ap- 

Mmted  millions  annually   to   keep  them  up. 

Bii  the  deposite  act  passed  both  Houses  as  it 

jnedknt,ibefe  never  would  have  been  a  necev 

al^  IP  call  on  the  States  for  this  money,  or  to  issue 

fmnrj  doks.    The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 

wpaU  hare  had  die  power  to  sell  these  certificates 

iiAeBBrket,  which  would  have  been  a  good  finan- 

€■]  opoaijon,  and  the  money  could  have  been  ob- 

iBocd  for  the  wants  of  the  Government  without 

jptting  the  States  to  the  slightest  inconvenience. 

pe  hill,  however,  wsb  ^amended  in   the    other 

j  mm  OB  the  niggesUon  of  the  President,  and  by 

■MaawBdaient  this  invaluable  feature  was  stricken 

«!,  and  in  lieu  of  it,  it  was  provided  that  the  Se- 

f  mmif  might  draw  on  the  States  for  ?ma]l  instal- 

'■«^    bjr    giving    a    short    previous    notice. 

Why,  then,   did   nat   tbe    Secretary   draw    for 

WBinaer  in  aeeoidaiice   with    the   provisions 

._*^    Perhaps  he  thought  the  notice  was 

itM  toag^  and  tbe   instalments  too   small,    and 


I  he  dkl  not  eare  to  incur  the  responsibility 

«Mi  node  of  proeeeding.    With  this  view  of  the 

Jm,  WIS  it  right  for  gentlemen^  to  complain  of 

!*y.«»*  *«ribaiion1    Why,  there  was  no  such 

f|Mpli  advocated  or  adopted  here.    The  princi- 

■IfceOBlmded  for  was  a  deposite  with  the  States, 

'*■■***  Govenment  could  command  it  when 

\j^~  Had  the  measure  been  carried  out  as 

2??!'**"^  adopted  in  the  Senate,  we  should 

ye  had  lo  difllculties,  and  the  States  would  not 

JJIf  **•"*  embarraascd  by  a  call  for  money  which 

■■ybad   laid   oat   in    useful    objects.      Gen- 

iwwaiaiithat  the  Government  was  abont  to  be 

'  «WMlfcd  to  tbe  sjsiem  of  distribution  by  the  adcp- 

^^wafflns  Botkm.    This  was  not  so.    The  Go- 

[^■■■•■t  would  be  no  more  committed  than  it  was 

r'2**"»«  occasion,  when  the  same  postponement 

I  ff  Ihe  fourth  instalment  was  made  in  the  terras 

^■■^pioposed.     There  would  be  no  committal 

J2«;  lad  he  was  for  having  the  postponement 

kJlSi^  wtuation  which  this  amendment  con- 

[]pN'^J» » that  it  should  require  the  action  of 

I  wm  to  postpone  it  again;  and,  if  there  should 

'  2*  "»pln»,  it  would  not  be  in  the  power  of  one 

"WK,  or  of  the  veto  of  the  Executive,  to  prevent 

jKOg  paid  over  to  the  States.    When  gentlemen 

d  of  committing  the  Government,  they  were 

litled  already.    They  say  (continued  Mr.  T.) 

K«e  are  to  have  no  more  surpluses.    That 
ha  so;  hot  in  some  of  the  elections  lately  held 
^ftaie,  be  heard  it  argued  that  in  case  we  had 
Mtfwrplns  we  ought  to  have  a  Sob-Treasury, 
Martet  tbe  banks  might  not  get  it  to  expand 
trinti  OD.    He,  for  one,  would  not  consent 
fMhottt  of  tbe  power  of  Congress  to  pay  this 
Miaitalment,  if  both  Houses  thought  it  right 
Mhao;  aor  would  be  agree  to  put  it  in  the  power 
iii  Kiecatiwe  veto  to  prevent  the  States  fiom 
Mfiagihisnoiiey. 
f  Ml  CALHOUN  felt  very  littte  intertat  as  to 


what  disposition  wa?  made  of  the  motion.  He  was 
willing  to  postpone  the  fourth  instalment  for  a  year, 
or  to  postpone  it  indefinitely  as  in  the  bill,  or  to  re- 
peal the  deposite  law  altogether.  That  act  had 
performed  its  functions,  and  there  was  now  no  reason 
for  retaining  it  on  the  btatute  book.  He  had  no 
apprehension  that  there  would  be  any  surplus  re- 
venae  to  dispose  of  between  this  and  the  year  1849, 
and  for  many  years  thereafter,  and  if  any  gentle- 
man would  move  a  repeal  of  the  bill,  he  would 
cheerfully  vote  for  it.  That  act  had  performed  a 
most  important  part.  It  was  not  surprising  that 
those  who  opposed  it  on  its  passage  should  condemn 
it  now;  but  he  was,  he  confessed,  greatly  surprised 
to  hear  those  who  zealously  advocated  it,  condemn 
it  and  treat  it  as  deceptive.  S  ir,  [said  Mr.  C.] 
there  was  no  deception.  If  there  was  a  decep- 
tion, then  1  am  the  deceiver,  and  I  trust 
that  those  who  know  me  know  that  de- 
ception is  the  last  fault  that  I  could  be 
charged  with  ;  that,  whatever  might  be  his 
faults,  he  always  moved  directly  upon  his  ob- 
ject. He  never  considered  this  act  in  any  other 
light  ihan  as  a  deposite;  but  he  avowed,  at  the  time, 
that  he  never  thought  that  this  money  would  be 
called  for,  except  in  case  of  a  war  with  some 
European  power.  Sir,  faid  Mr.  C.  after  having 
openly  made  this  avowal,  I  little  expected  to  hear 
it  said  that  a  deception  was  practised.  The  depo- 
site act  was  a  noble  act,  necessary  to  meet  the  poli- 
tical disease  that  was  preying  on  the  vitals  of  the 
community,  and  doing  more  to  corrupt  the  public 
morals  than  any  evil  that  had  befallen  us  since  the 
beginning  of  the  Government.  It  was  a  departure 
from  that  sacred  principle,  deeply  so  in  onr  Go- 
vernment, of  raising  no  more  money  by  taxation 
than  was  necessary  for  the  economical  support  of 
the  Government,  that  had  caused  the  evils  ihi.s  act 
was  passed  to  correct.  It  was  in  1824  and  1828 
that  that  sacred  principle  was  departed  from, 
by  which  the  Asiatic  portion  of  the  Union,  as 
the  South  had  just  been  called,  was  so  deeply 
depressed,  and  extravagance  and  waste  introduced 
into  onr  system  of  expenditures.  It  was  not  tbe 
distribution  act  which  had  produced  tbe  late  pecu- 
niary embarrassments,  both  public  and  private.  It 
was  the  acts  of  *24  and  '28  which  violated  this 
principle,  and  by  which,  out  of  an  import  of  sixty- 
four  millions  in  one  year,  thirty-two  millions 
parsed  into  the  Treasury,  raised  out  of  the 
Southern  staple,  which  was  a  tax  beyond  what 
the  most  despotic  Government  on  earth  had 
ever  levied.  What  was  the  efl*ect1  Money 
overflowed  in  the  Treasury,  so  that  tbe  ut- 
most extravagance  of  Congress  was  insufiicient  to 
get  rid  of  it.  He  heard  an  honorable  member  of 
the  other  House  say,  that  it  would  be  better  to 
raise  this  money,  aad  throw  it  in  the  ocean,  than 
not  keep  up  tbe  proteeting  tariff.  What  followed? 
Why,  in  spile  of  the  most  extravagant  appropria- 
tions, Congress  could  not  possibly  expend  the  ac- 
cumulated surplus.  Two  propositions  were  made 
to  dispose  of  it:  one  was  for  all  sorts  of  ex- 
travagant expenditures,  and  the  other  was 
the  plain,  simple,  honest  plan  of  return- 
ing it  to  the  people,  from  whom  it  came;  and 
that  was  the  deposite  act.  The  possession  of  the 
surplus  was  the  curse,  and  those  who  had  voted 
for  the  tariff  laws  of  1824  and  1828  were  responsi- 
ble. This  act  arrested  the  surplus  revenue,  and 
more,  it  stopped  the  transfer  of  millions  of  the 
public  acres  into  the  hands  of  speculators,  who  got 
hold  of  the  public  money,  and  with  it  bought  up 
the  public  domain.  This  was  tbe  true  state  of 
things,  and  he  was  glad  of  having  an  opportunity 
of  making  this  explanation.  Then  the  banks  sus- 
pended specie  payments,  and  this  had  been  attri- 
buted to  the  deposite  act.  He  wished  to  speak 
with  candor.  He  had  no  doubt  but  the  deposite 
act  and  the  specie  circular  accelerated  the  explo- 
sion of  the  banks;  but  in  accelerating  it  it  limited 
tbe  evil,  for  if  the  explosion  bad  been  delayed  six 
months  longer  the  calamity  would  have  been  three- 
fold greater.  It  had  been  said  that  the  Trea- 
sury was  destimte  of  money.  He  admilted  that 
the  Government  was  forced  into  the  necessary  vir- 
tue of  economy,  and  inatead  of  being  able  to  ex- 
pend millions  extravagantly,  it  mtist  now  limit  its 
expenses  to  just  and  neceaaary  objects.    Bui  he 


spoke  what  every  man  knew  when  he  said  that 
there  had  been  a  melancholy  deterioration  of  the 
public  morals  for  the  last  ten  or  twelve  years,  and 
this  had  arisen  from  the  injurious  policy  of  drawing 
more  money  from  tbe  people  than  was  necessary 
foi^tbe  Government  He  would  not  dwell  longer 
on  this  question,  but  would  only  remark  that,  when 
tbe  future  historian  came  to  write  the  history  of 
this  country,  from  1824  to  this  time,  this  measure, 
so  condemned  now,  would  be  considered  as  one  of 
the  wisest  and  best  measures  that  had  ever  been 
brought  before  Congress.  In  all  this  he  wished  to 
be  understood  as  saying  that  there  was  not  a  man  in 
that  chamber  who  was  more  opposed  to  a  distribu- 
tion than  he  was.  He  resorted  m  it  as  a  remedy 
rendered  imperiously  necessary  by  the  existing 
state  of  things.  The  act  having  accomplished  its 
object,  he  was  willing  that  it  should  be  repealed, 
and  the  sooner  it  was  done  the  better. 

Mr.  CLAY  of  Kentucky  concurred  in  some 
things  said  on  both  sides,  and  differed  in  several. 
Whatever  might  have  been  the  motives  of  others, 
he  voted  for  it  as  an  act  of  distribution.  He  did 
not  share  in  the  grief  expressed  for  its  passage:  he 
bad  no  regrets  about  his  vote  on  this  measure.  He 
thought  with  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina, 
[Mr.  Calhoun,]  that  it  had  been  of  much  benefit. 
He  voted  for  it  with  the  view  and  belief  that  the 
money  was  a  gift  from  the  Government  to  the 
Slates.  His  only  regret  was,  that  the  fourth  instal- 
ment was  not  paid;  that  the  States  had  not  tl^e  nine 
millions  due  them  from  the  Government.  He 
said  thr^  tariff  was  not  the  cause  of  the  sur- 
plus, and  the  subsequent  embarrassments  of 
the  country.  It  was  the  result  of  fatal 
^*  experiments"  of  the  Executive  branch  of  the 
Government.  There  was  another  measure — the 
land  bill— that  would  have  prevented  a  sarplus. 
This  bill,  which  had  passed  both  branches  of  the 
Legiblature,  but  which  Gkneral  Jack&on  retained 
in  his  possession — and  which  he  had  no  doubt 
would  have  received  the  sanction  of  the  constitu- 
tional majority  of  Congress,  had  it  been  returned — 
would  have  prevented  a  surplus.  There  would 
have  been  no  |distribolion  of  a  surplus,  and  no  de- 
moralization of  public  morals.  The  distribution 
act  was  necessary  and  proper,  and  should  be  called 
an  act  to  save  from  wasteful  and  extravagant  ex- 
penditure the  amount  of  money  so  deposited  with 
the  States.  He  thought  that  the  instalment 
due  to  the  States  could  be  paid,  and  paid 
in  the  time  proposed  in  his  amendment. 
It  could  be  paid  by  strict  economy  in  ex- 
penditures. Bring  down  the  annual  expenditures 
to  the  |1 3,000,000  of  Mr.  Adaras*8  administration, 
or  even  to  the  |1 5,000,000  proposed  by  the  admi- 
nislration  of  Gen.  Jackson  in  1831.  Stop  the 
leaks !  Stop  the  leaks  in  the  Treasury.  Stop  the 
flying  sub-treasurers,  and,  my  life  on  it,  you  will 
have  abundance  of  means  to  meet  the  instalment. 
Mr.  C.  in  conclusion,  hoped  thai  Sen^ttors  friendly 
to  the  Administration  would  express  their  opinions 
plainly  upon  this  subject — whether  they  are  in  favor 
of  a  limited  or  perpetual  postponement.  He  should 
be  glad  to  bear  the  sentiments  of  the  honorable 
chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  WRIGHT,  in  reply,  said  that  with  regard 
to  the  bill,  tbe  Committee  on  Finance,  so  far  as  he 
was  aware,  had,  in  reporting  it,  conformed  to  what 
they  believed  to  be  the  views  of  a  very  large  ma- 
jority of  the  Senate.  He  would  now  frankly  answer 
the  question  a5ked  by  the  gentleman  from  Ken- 
tucky. If  the  bill,  as  reported,  should  be  passed 
by  that  body,  the  gentleman  must  never  expect  him 
to  vote  for  the  payment  of  this  fourth  instalment, 
should  the  question  ever  come  up.  He  voted 
against  the  whole  bill  when  it  was  first  before 
them,  and  he  was  equally  opposed  to  the  principle 
that  it  contained  now.  Though  he  impeach- 
ed the  motives  of  no  man  who  differed 
with  him  in  opinion,  he  had  changed  no 
opinion  that  he  held  when  the  subject  was 
first  brought  before  them,  and  if  called  on  to 
make  this  distribution,  he  never  could  give  his 
consent  to  do  it.  He  hoped  the  Senator  con- 
sidered himself  answered;  for,  so  far  as  he  was  con- 
cerned, he  had  given  him  an  answer.  He  had  re- 
marked that  the  committee  felt  bound,  in  reporting 
this  bill,  to  act  with  regard  to  the  known  opinions 
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of  a  majority  of  that  body;  and  he  hoped  that  so 
Jong  as  he  coatinued  a  member  of  it,  they  would 
always  be  disposed  to  frame  their  bills  in  confor- 
mity with  the  known  sense  of  the  body,  so  far  as 
their  sense  of  duty  could  conform  to  it.  These 
were  the  feelings  which  had  always  governed  him; 
and  it  was  in  accordance  with  them  that  he  bad 
reported  the  bills  of  this  and  the  last  session  on  the 
subject  before  them.  The  Senate  had  changed  the 
bill  of  the  last  session,  and  they  could  do  so  now. 
The  Senator  from  Kentucky  asked,  again  and 
again,  if  they  were  afraid  to  trust  Congress. 
Why,  if  this  bill  passed  as  reported,  would  it 
not  be  in  the  power  of  Congress  to  repeal  iti 
Even  if  the  bill  passed,  what  was  a  law  of  Congress 
against  Congress  itself?  But,  said  Mr.  W.  we 
propose  to  delay  (he  payment  at  our  own  pleasure, 
and  the  terms  of  the  amendment  were  to  delay  it 
till  the  1st  of  January,  1840.  Now,  was  there 
auy  one  present  who  believed  that  there  would  be 
money  in  the  Treasury  to  pay  this  instalment  by 
that  time?  Not  only  was  there  no  money  to  pay 
this  instalment  now,  but  every  one  believed  that 
there  would  not  be  any  by  the  1st  of  January, 
1840.  This  was  the  true  state  of  the  case,  and  on 
it  he  was  ct>n tented  to  rest  the  question. 

Mr.  RIVES  was  in  favor  of  the  amendment. 
He  said  an  attempt  had  been  made  to  show  that  the 
proposition  before  the  Senate  was  very  different 
from  the  deposite  act;  he  could  not  see  the  dif- 
ference. He  was  not  surprised  at  the  course  the 
Senator  from  Missouri,  [Mr.  Benton,]  and  the 
Senator  from  New  York,  [Mr.  Wright,]  had  taken 
on  this  question;  they  had  opposed  it  from  the  first, 
and  were  consistent  on  this  point.  But  for  his  own 
part,  whatever  might  be  the  course  of  others  who 
Dad  supported  the  bill,  he  would  never  do  any 
thing  that  would  look  like  a  condemnation — 
an  ex  post  faclo  condemnation — of  that  act 
of  high  legislation.  He  thought  that  there 
never  had  an  act  of  more  beneficial  in- 
fluence emanated  from  Congressional  legislation: 
He  was  not  prepared  to  say  that  the  fourth  instal- 
ment would  not  be  paid.  He  thought  there  was  a 
greater  probability  of  its  being  paid  than  at  the 
last  session,  when  a  measure  similar  to  the  one 
proposed  was  adopted  by  Congress.  In  voting  for 
it  he  did  not  consider  that  we  were  pledged  to  pay 
the  instalment  at  the  time  specified  in  the  amend- 
ment: his  idea  was  that  it  should  be  paid  whenever 
the  Government  was  in  funds.  He  thought  that  so 
long  as  this  idea  of  a  payment  of  the  fourth  in- 
stalment of  deposite — for,  it  was  strictly  a  deposite 
>.>-was  held  up,  the  Executive  would  not  require  ex- 
travagant appropriations,  because  they  will  not  fur- 
nish means  to  enlarge  Executive  power, or  promote 
Executive  views.  He  said  that  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  in  his  late  report  on  the  finances,  had 
been  reading  a  lecture  to  Congress  on  bringing  the 
revenue  down  to  the  wanLi  of  the  Government; 
but  the  responsibility  of  extravagant  expenditures 
must  be  shared  by  the  Executive  with  Congress. 
He  deemed  it  a  consideration  of  public  morality  to 
postpone  the  payment  of  the  deposite  rather  than 
obliterate  the  law  from  the  statute  book. 

Mr.  BROWN  did  not  rise  to  discuss  the  ques- 
tion, already  so  amply  debated,  whether  the  pay- 
ment of  the  fourth  instalment  to  the  States,  under 
the  deposite  act  of  1836,  should  be  postponed,  as 
proposed  by  the  bill  reported  by  the  chairman  of 
the  Committee  on  Finance,  or  whether  the  amend- 
ment ofi*ered  to  it  should  be  adopted.  One  or  two 
other  questions  of  great  importance,  connected 
with  our  financial  affairs,  had  been  touched  on, 
and  it  was  his  purpose  to  say  a  few  words  in  refer- 
ence to  them. 

He  would  take  le^ve  to  correct  a  very  gross 
enor  which  had  been  fallen  into  by  two  or  three 
gentlemen  in  the  course  of  the  debate,  in  which  the 
advocacy  of  the  principle  of  distribution  among  tho 
several  States  had  been  attributed  to  President 
Jackson  in  some  of  his  early  messages  to  Congress. 
So  far  from  having  sanctioned  it,  he  had  expressly 
questioned  the  constitutional  power  of  the  Govern- 
ment to  raise  money  for  any  such  object.  He  re- 
commended it  under  two  contingencies:  first,  if 
there  should  happen  to  be  an  unavoidable  accu- 
mulation of  surplus  money  in  the  Treasury,  as  one 
of  the  means  of  getting  rid  of  it;  secondly,  if  an 


amendment  to  the  Constitution  should  be  first  pro- 
cured authorizing  it.  Ner  was  it  recommended, 
subject  even  to  these  two  continf encies  alone,  with- 
out, at  that  time,  there  should  be  a  failure  on  the 
part  of  Congress  to  bring  down  the  revenue  to  a 
proper  standard  of  expenditure,  which  was  strongly 
enjoined  by  him  in  several  of  his  annual  messages, 
and,  as  he  should  presently  show,  made  one  of  the 
leading  measures  of  his  Administration. 

The  Senator  from  Kentucky  [Mr.  Clay]  had,  in 
the  course  of  his  remarks,  paid  a  tribute  to  the 
economy,  alleged  to  have  been  practised  in  the  ad- 
ministration of  Mr.  Adams,  and  which  he  endea- 
vors to  contrast  to  the  disadvantage  of  his  succes- 
sors. It  would  be  recollected  that  the  tanfif  act  of 
1828,  one  of  the  most  outrageous  acts  of  oppression 
ever  practised  on  a  free  people,  and  which  extorted 
from  the  pockets  of  the  people  the  means  of  extra- 
vagance, and  consequently  created  an  uncontrolla- 
ble neeessUy  to  get  rid  of  them  in  some  way,  was 
one  of  the  fruits  of  that  most  just  and  economical 
Administration.  It  will  be  recollected,  also,  that 
the  magnificent  and  unconstitutional  schemes  for 
using  these  means,  ay,  and  which,  to  have  efiecled 
them,  would  have  required  millions  more  of  taxes, 
were,  for  the  first  time  in  this  country,  hatched  un- 
der that  Administration.  The  basii.  fa  mighty 
system  of  internal  improvement  was  laid  by  it,  by 
innumerable  surveys  for  railroads  and  canals,  and 
the  commencement  of  innumerable  plans.  Who, 
therefore,  in  ail  truth  and  justice,  is  responsible  for 
~the  extravagant  direction,  thus  forced  on  this  Gro- 
vernment?  Undoubtedly  the  administration  of  Mr. 
Adams,  by  whose  act,  and  by  whose  sanction,  this 
enormous  amount  jf  money  was  raised,  which  the 
Government  was  eompelUd  to  get  rid  of  in  some 
way.  Is  it  now  to  be  said  that  (he  political  party 
who  mainly  contributed  to  that  disastrous  state  of 
things,  and  whose  efiforts  to  run  the  Government 
expenditures  up  to  their  highest  point,  and  whose 
progress  towards  that  favorite  result  in  their  policy, 
was  powerfully  restrained  by  the  constitutional  ne- 
gative of  the  late  President,  are  the  economical  par- 
ty? This  cannot  be  done  until  the  voice  of  truth  is 
silenced,  and  the  public  documents  forgotten.  At 
the  session  of  Congress  in  1831,  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  in  his  annual  report  on  the  finances,  car- 
rying out  the  principle  assumed  by  President  Jack- 
son, that  the  revenue  of  the  Government  should  be 
brought  down  to  a  proper  standard  of  expenditure, 
after  presenting  a  variety  of  views  in  support  of  that 
proposition,  comes  to  the  conclusion  that  '*  an  an- 
nual revenue  of  fifteen  millions  will  be  fully  ade- 
quate." 

By  this  measure,  propond  as  an  Administration 
measure,  and  vieioed  as  an  Administration  mea- 
sure at  the  time,  and  for  which  it  was  severely  de- 
nounced by  many  of  the  modern  economists,  the 
administration  of  President  Jackson  attempted  an 
annual  reduction  of  about  fifteen  millions  of  dol- 
lars, as  the  revenue  then  accruing  under  the  mea- 
sure sanctioned  by  Mr.  Adams,  amounted  to  at 
least  thirty  millions  of  dollars  annually,  and  often 
afterwards  exceeded  that  amount.  Where  then 
were  the  lecturers  on  economy?  Opposed  to  the  re- 
duction, and  in  favor  of  keeping  up  the  enormous 
income  of  the  Government !  At  the  head  of  that 
party  stood  the  Senator  from  Kentucky,  combatting 
for  his  favorite  system.  If  it  could  then  have  been 
reduced,  if  the  policy  of  the  Administration  had 
then  prevailed,  the  country  would  not  only  have 
been  relieved  from  an  oppressive  burthen,  but  the 
means  for  extravagance  would  have  been  with- 
held, and  the  Government  expenditures,  as  a  mat- 
ter of  course,  kept  in  their  true  limits.  It  is  not, 
therefore,  for  those  to  complain  who  are  the  true  au- 
thors of  the  evils,  which  were  inevitable  from  their 
own  course  of  action. 

The  Senator  from  Souih  Carolina  [Mr.  Pres- 
ton] has  also,  said  Mr.  B.  favored  us  with  a  lec- 
ture on  economy.  Mr.  B.  expressed  his  solemn 
conviction,  that  if  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  jour- 
nals of  the  two  branches  of  Congress  were  exa- 
mined for  the  last  nine  years,  the  political  party 
with  whom  that  gentleman  is  now  associated,  as  a 
body,  would  be  found  to  be  the  perpetrators  of  the 
offence  which  he  now  denounces.  He  would  cite 
a  very  few  examples,  as  illustrative  of  the  truth  of 
what  he  said.    On  the  {question  of  passing  the  bill 


giving  five  milltons  of  ^Ikia  for  indemnifjing  oec- 
lain  merchants  for  i»poiiauoAs  committed  by  ihe 
French  prior  to  180  It  and  which,  in  hisopinioQy 
was  without  the  ahadoiv  of  daim  on  the  justice  of 
Congress,  the  vote  by  which  it  passed  the  Senale 
was  almost  entirely  given  by  the  political  party  op- 
posed to  the  Administration,  while  only  two  oc 
three  Senators  friendly  to  the  AdnuaisiratioiiL  roled 
for  it.  The  House  of  Representatives  tortnnateiy 
arrested  it.  At  the  last  session,  in  the  other  brancti 
of  Congress,  an  additional  sum  of  two  millions,  be^ 
yond  that  given  in  the  treaty,  was  proposed  lo  Im 
voted  to  the  Cherokee  Indians,  by  a  gentlemaa  in 
Opposition. 

Nor  was  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina,  now 
so  strongly  smitten  with  a  passionate  love  of  eco- 
nomy, idtogether  free  from  the  sin  which  be  re» 
bukes.  Some  two  sessions  since,  if  he  did  not  err 
in  his  recollection,  that  gentleman  proposed  an  np» 
propriatioa  of  forty  thousand  dollars  for  purebas-^ 
mg  a  collection  of  old  paintings,  supposed  by  better 
connoisseurs  than  himself  to  have  come  u>  this 
country  from  Europe,  on  a  voyage  of  discovery  for 
a  belter  market,  where  they,  in  all  probability,  were 
a  kind  of  refuse  among  those  skilled  in  tbe  fine 
arts.  Tbe  same  gentleman,  he  believed,  nko 
moved  an  appropriation  of  a  large  sum  to  pnrcbase 
the  library  of  the  Italian  Count  Beurtillini;  and,  in- 
deed, from  a  knowledge  of  that  genUeman^  voles 
in  regard  to  snch  objects,  and  in  regard  to  tbe  no- 
merous  claims  preferred  at  every  session  to  draw 
money  from  the  Treasury,  be  thought  it  would  be 
difficult  to  make  an  appeal  to  his  feelings  whtcb 
would  not  meet  with  success  from  the  magnifioeaoe 
and  profusion  of  his  generosi  ty .  What  hecomplainod 
of  was,  that  those  who  had  been  the  greatest  offenders 
themselves,  were  now  not  very  candidly  eadearo- 
ring  to  impute  the  offence  to  others.  He  ooiUd 
not,  so  far  as  these  repeated  imputations  of  extras 
vagance  tended  to  identify  him  with  them,  bear 
them  with  patience  or  composure.  He  bad,  £» 
the  last  nine  years,  steadily  voted  against  appro-- 

Eriations  for  objects  of  internal  improvement.    He 
ad  almost  in  every  instance,  if  not  in  every-  one«. 
voted  against  harbor  bills,  which  have  been  one  of 
the  largest  items  of  expense,  because  they  bad,  al* 
most  invariably  contained  some  appropriations  that 
he   believed   unconsiitutionaL       He   had    voied 
against  the  act  in  1832,  by  whieh  tbe  auUtia  of  tbe 
Revoltttion  were  pensioned,  which  bad  run  the 
of  pensions  up  to  a  sum  of  more  than  four 
lions  annually,  and  which  was  at  that  time, 
ed  by  him  as  one  of  the  means  by  whieh  the  tariff 
party  sought  to  keep  up  a  high  tariff,  by 
expenditure.    Yet  many  of  the  individoais 
voted  for  that  most  extravagant  measure, 
talk  about  an  increase  of  the  public  expendicoroa^ 
as   if  tiuiy   Oufmeines  had    not  been   the    cbinC  «• 
agents   of  doing   it!      He    had  not  only  voled/^ 
against  extravagant  expenditures,  bat  he  had 
it  a  cardinal  rule  of  his  action  to  vote  a^ 
creating  any  addition  to  the  number  of  officers 
der  the  Federal  Qovernment,  anUss  indtspeoaftbte 
to  the  execution  of  some  new  law,  required,  as  be 
thought,  by  the  good  of  the  coontry. 

He  was  gratified  to  hear  gentlemen  speak  oC 
economy  who  had  practised  so  little  of  it.  It  bead 
uniformly  been  his  doctrine  in  every  sitnaticaix  eiC 
his  public  life.  He  hoped  that  they  wonld,  ibl 
good  faith,  unite  in  carrying  it  out  into  practseae^ 
and  not  "keep  the  promise  to  the  ear,  and  biealc  it  - 
to  the  hope." 

The  Senator  from  Kentucky,  in  his  remarks  of - 
to-day,  repudiates  the  doctnne  attributed  to  him  by   ' 
gentlemen  in  debate,  of  wishing  te  raise  vsKotesy  foe 
purposes  other  than  the  wants  of  the  QoTenkmeftt, 
but  at  the  same  time  again  enfoices  upon  oar  at*  - 
tention  the  merits  of  his  biltfor  the  distrtbution  of-  r 
the  proceeds  arising  from  the  sales  of  the  publn^ 
lands  among  the  several  States.     What  is    ifais  mi 
but  substantially  a  proposition  to  inereaae  tbe  €a«  ■:'' 
riffi    It  is  now.  very  clsar,  under  the  operation '*-- 
of  the  gradual  deer^^^e  ^^  ^  dudes,  that   tba>^ 
money  accraing  fron^  .aV  bo^^c<^)  ^^  public  lam^eit 
incladed,  will  not  \w^0te  ^hau  sufBeJent to  aae]i.>li 
a  rcasciTi\)a\e  sys\*n^  ^{S^  «^eadiHure,  naderefl 
the  E^tvtwXQ<^^*tW*t  t   Vv'^wwioie  follows,  asM 
a  ncLCii^x^^^enla)D\fi  i^y  -j^m^*  tMMqoeiioa,  Wk 
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from  the  jrabtic  Treasoiy  aod  ^ren  to  the  States, 
ibatjost  80  much  more  must  be  raised  from  the 
people  of  the  States  to  soppljr  the  deiicieDcy,  which 
eto  be  done  cmly  in  one  of  .  two  ways,  either  by 
a  sjstem  of  direct  taxation,  of  an  increase  of  the 
uiuT.  Hie  Inll  of  the  Senator,  therefore,  is  em- 
pbatkall J  a  tarifT  measure  in  its  end  and  effect 
ItdMQldbe  atiiled  "a  bill  to  distribute  the  pro- 
ceeds of  the  sales  of  the  public  lands  among  the 
vreral  States,  to  raise  tfie  duties  on  imports,  and 
for  other  parposes,''  Sec.  The  Soofth  nerer  can 
eoBsnl  to  rerrre  a  system,  either  directly  or  in- 
tecdf,  iriueh  had  annihilated  her  prosperity  for 
jein^udeoAferted  her  planters  into  mere  stew- 
anb  of  ibeir  own  estates  for  the  benefit  of  others— 
system  the  ruin  of  which^  to  her  best  interests,  is 
■flst  palpably  demonstrated,  from  the  fact  that,  ia 
IRiportioii  as  it  |toes  down,  her  prosperity' is  rapid- 
)ftwfw^lfag.  He  reputed,  that  the  South  never 
eoald  eouent  to  see  it  reviyed,  openly  or  other- 
wise, ualeas  she  was  prepared  for  self-destruction 
and  selfrimmolaiioa. 

OuBOtioBofMr.  FRfiSTON  the  subject  was 
postponed  until  Monday  next. 

Mr.  CLAY,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Laads,  to  which  the  memorial  on  the  subject  had 
been  refeired,  reported^  without  amendment,  a  bill 
fa*  the  relief  <^  Laurent  Millandon  and  others; 
vUdi  was  read,  and  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 
Bfr*  HUBBARD,  from  the  Committee  on 
OaiflB,  to  wbidi  the  subject  had  been  referred,  re* 
ported,  without  amendment,  an  act  in  addition  to 
aa  act  for  the  relief  of  Walter  Loomis  and  Abel 
Gby;  wiucfa  was  read,  ai^  ordered  to  a  second 
nadiag. 

Mr.  LTON  gmre  uotiee  that,  to-morrow,  he 
vouM  ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  amend  the 
setcaafinmng  certain  land  claims  in  the  Slate  of 
ttehJpnT^ 
Oq  notioii.  by  Mr.  BENTON, 
(Mbsd,  That^the  bill  for  the  reduction  and  gra- 
dmtioa  of  ilie  price  of  the  public  lands  be  referred 
to  Ae  Committee  on  Finance,  with  instructions  to 
Maaderdie  same  in  a  financial  point  of  view,  and 
10  lepoti  ihehr  opinion  on  the  probable  effect  there- 
of in  dnaiaishiiig  or  inereaaiBg  the  Tevenus  from 
ihepnbbc  lasds. 

ifa.  MBRRICK  gave  notice  that  he  would,  to 
■Know,  ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  making  an 
sgaopriation  for  an  erection  of  a  free  bridge 
terns  the  eastern  branch  of  the  Potomac,  ia  the 
ei^  of  Washington. 
On  motion, 
Iheteaiejiadjoniiied  till  Monday  aezt. 

HOUBB  OF  RBPRESENTATfYES, 
TnirasDAT,  Dec  13, 1838. 
Mr.  ALEXANDER  of  Ohio  moved  to  correet 
lbs  joonai  aa  to  one  of  his  votes  yesterday,  as  did 
iko  Mr.  FLUMER,Mr.  CALHOUN  of  Mass*- 
ekasects,  aad  Mr.  CHAMBERS. 
Mr.  ADAMS  asked  leave  to  submit  the  follow- 

ywtoi.  That  the  powers  of  Congress,  being  con- 
ftmd  bj  the  Conslitation  of  the  United  States,  no 
KfotatioB  of  this  House  can  add  to  or  deduct 

Olijcelkm  being  made  by  Mr.  WILLIAMS  of 
Emiaeky*  Mr.  A.  moved  a  suspension  of  the  rules. 

I&.TILLINGHAST  asked  for  the  yeas  and 
tt^  which  were  ordered,  whereupon  Mr.  WiL- 
UAMS  withdrew  his  objection;  but  it  was  re- 
vved hf  another  gpstleman. 

Ihe  House  refused  to  suspend  the  rules,  the  vote 
Wse— ysas  75,  nays  124»  as  follows: 
^pUM  Mmmj.  Adam^  Al^Mmd«r,  H«m«n  Allen,  John  W. 
^A7cria,mild1e.  Bond,  Borden,  Brings.  WUlMin  B.  Cal- 
■wi.  Chaaa&ei^  Chetthun,  ChiJdi,  Coffin,  Corwin,  Craoium, 
y<»L  r^iiliinn,  Barliniton,  DaviM,  Deonis,  Dunn,  Kvana, 
Jkereti.  Eiria|,  Ridiaxd  PlwchorTrnMC  Fletcher,  FiUmore, 
Wlap^  Ooode,  'WIQlam  Graham,  GraTce,  Orennell,  HaH, 
^mad,maUn,  Harper.  tUmio^  Henry;  Herod,  Jenifer. 
Wiljiam  Co«  JohnaoB,  KenDedyTLioeohi,  Malloiy,  Marvin, 
!««0Q  Maaoo,  May,  llaztren,  MiUigu^  Mitchell,  Calvary 
llinli,Hajlor,  Noyea^P^ck,  Focti^  FatnnB,  Baiiden,  Rm* 


vird  BobABaan.  Rcis«y,  BnaMll, 
Soathcaie,  Taliafeiro,  TlUtaghati, 
iee,  Word,  and  YoA»-76. 


faalu>natAll, 


erceant 
Toland,  Afbert  9.  W 
NATS— Meama.  Anderieo.  Andrewa,  Athenon,  BankiL  Beat' 


I^  A  *  i^— mU— tilt  JVIIUWIBVU.  JMIUIVW«|  M  _  ^     „ 

ty.  Bam  BickoaU^  BivAHOl,  BrodhMii,  Brwiaab,  Buebaoui, 
John  Calhoon,  CamblelMc,  William  B.  Camphell,  Carter,  Ca* 
aey,  Chaney,  Chapman,  Clark,  Clowney,  Coles,  Connor,  Craig, 
Crary,  Crockett,  Ouekman,  Daweon,  Deberry,  Dromgooie, 
Duncan,  Elmore,  Farilngum,  FairjOeld,  Fo«u»r,  Fry,  OallQp, 


H.  Hunter.  Ioghai&  ThooMe  B.  Jackeoo,  Jabea  Jack'«on,  Ileary 
Johnson.  Joeeph  Johneon,  Nathaniel  Jonee,  John  W.  Jonea, 
Keiffl,  Bjamble,  KKngenamiilli,  Legire,  Leivie,  Loomis,  Lyon, 
JaaieaM,  Mason,  Martin,  Mauiy,  McKay,  Robert  McGIellan, 
Abraham  McCtellan,  McClum  McKennao,  Menefee,  Mooigo- 
meryj  Meore,  Morgan,  Noble,  Palmer,  Pvker,  Parria,  Paynter, 
Peatte,  Phelps,  Pleken&FUimer,  Pope,  Piau, R«ncher,  Rhett, 


Riree,  John  Koberlion,  Sawyer,  Shefier,  Augiisttne 
perd,  Shields,  ShopUnr,  Bnyder,  Spencer,  Stanly,  Siui 
mgen,  Taylor.  Tbomaa,  Titua.  Toaeey,  Town*,  Tu 
derrad,  vail,  Taaderreer,  wagoner,  WeY'  '"' 
WhtteTwhittiesey,  Sherrod  WilUana,  Je 
JoaephL.WiUiana,  Christopher  H.  Willi] 


H.  Shep' 

Stuart,  Swear* 

Tumey,  ITn- 

.  Weeks;  John 

,  Jared  W.  WUliame, 

Joeeph  L.  WiUiana,  Christopher  H.  Willlama,  and  Yell-IJM. 

So  the  motion  to  suspend  the  rules  was  decided 
in  the  negative. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  SERGEANT,  the  report  of 
the  Secretary  o  the  Treasory,  on  the  subject  of 
steam  explosions  was  laid  before  the  House  by  the 
SPEAKER:  referred  to  a  select  committee,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed  by  the  printer  nf  the  House, 
under  the  superintendence  oC  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  who  is  suthorised  to  make  any  additions 
and  corrections  he  may  think  fit  daring;  the  pro- 
gress of  the  printing. 

The  committee  was  ordered  to  consist  of  seven 
in  number. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  KBMBI.B, 

Ordendt  That  the  small  drawing  or  map  illustra- 
tive of  the  plan  of  national  defence,  contained  in 
the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  which  accom- 
panies the  Preidem*s  Message,  be  published  in  the 
other  documents. 

ABOLITION  OF  SLAVERY. 

Mr.  WISE  then  asked  leave  to  submit  the  fol- 
lowing resoutions,  as  propositions  containing  his 
sentiments,  and  what  he  believed  to  be  the  real  senti- 
ments of  e  whole  South. 

1.  Ri9olvid,  That  Congress  has  no  power  to  abo- 
lish slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  or  in  the 
Territories  of  the  United  States;  whether  such  power 
in  the  Mid  Dulrtcf  or  Tenitwria  he  exerdaed  "as  a 
meatu,  or  toUh  the  view,  rfdittwrbing  and  oterthrowing 
fissery  hi  the  Astes"  or  not. 

9.  Reeolved^  That  Congress  has  ao  powsr  to  abo- 
lish the  slave  trade,  or  prohibit  the  removal  of 
slaves  between  the  States,  or  between  the  States 
and  the  District  of  Columbia  or  Territories  of  the 
United  States. 

3.  Rooohedt  That  Congress  cannot  receive  or 
consider  petitioas  for  the  exercise  of  any  powers 
whatever  over  the  subject  of  slavery  which  Con- 
gress does  not  possess. 

4.  Ruohiedf  That  the  laws  of  Congress  atone 
govern  in  prescribing  and  rsgulating  the  mode  and 
manner  in  which  fugitive  slaves  shall  be  appre- 
hended, and  their  rights  to  freedom  held  in  the  non- 
slaveholding  States,  District  of  Columbia  and  Ter- 
ritories; and  the  niode  and  manner  in  which  they 
shall  be  restored  or  delivered  to  their  owners  in  the 
slave  States. 

$.  Retohed,  That  Congress  has  no  power  to  im- 
pose upon  any  State  the  abolition  of  slavery  in  its 
limits,  as  a  condition  of  admission  into  this  Union. 

6.  Retohed^  That  the  dtisens  of  the  slaveholding 
Sutes  of  this  Union  have  the  constitutional  right 
vohmtmihf  to  take  their  slaves  to  or  through  a  non- 
slaveholdiag  State,  and  to  so|oum  or  remain  teni- 
porarily  with  such  slaves  m  the  same,  and  the 
slaves  are  not  thereby  fpso^/seto  emaneipated;  and 
the  Qeneral  (Government  is  constitutionally  bound  to 
protect  the  rights  of  slaveholding  States;  and  that 
laws  of  non-slavebolding  States  in  conflict  with  the 
laws  of  Congress  providing  for  such  pro*.ection,  are 
null  and  void. 

Mr.  CALHOON  of  Kentucky  adted  the  gen- 
tleman to  aceept  seme  he  held  in  his  hand  as  a  mo- 
dification of  his  own. 

Mr.  WISE  hoped  his  friend  would  not  embar- 
rasi  him.    H^  had  eonsuHed  one  of  his  colleagues; 


and,  in  asking  leave  to  introduce  these  propyl* 
tions,  he  would  not  only  pledge  himself  Bot  U)  A^ 
bate  them,  but  he  would  move,  what  he  deprecated, 
the  previous  question. 

Mr.  RIVES  inquired  if  they  did  not  (all  within 
the  scope  of  the  last  resohition  adopted  yestei^y) 
[orderisg  all  papers  on  the  subject  of  slavery  to  t>a 
laid  upon  the  table.] 

The  CHAIR  replied  that  the  rewlutions  were 
not  yet  before  the  House,  the  motion  being  fo< 
leave  to  introduce  them. 

Several  members  said,  "object  to  them.** 

Mr.  RIVES  did  so,  and  Mr.  WISE  moved  a 
suspension  of  the  rules,  calling  far  the  yeas  and 
nays;  which,  being  ordered,  were,  yeas  1*13,  nays 
96,  as  follows: 

YEAS— MesBr^.Atlams,  Alexander,  Ileman  Allen,  AYCtWf. 
Banks,  BeJI,  fliddI^flond,  Borden,  Byaum,  W.  B.  dalhounTS. 
Calhoon,  W.  B.CampiMjll,  Caricr,Cli^Uei%  ChapW  Cheat- 
Jain^  Chillis,  CofTin,  Coles,  Cranston,  Crockett,  C'viie,  Cushiac, 
Parlwgtoii,  Daw«»n,  Dennis,  Uunn,  B!more,  Evans,  Ewior, 
Richard  Hcicher,  Jaine*  Gariaod,  Rice  Oariandi  Giddiniru, 
GiMCocL  Jamee  Graham,  UrapUand,  Qrav^,  Grennall.Oriflui, 
Hall,  Harlan,  Harper,  HasiinE*,  flawee,  Hawkinn,  IIa>ne?; 
Henry,  Robert  M,T.  Hunter,  Jab*»»' Jackson.  Jeniler,  Menry 
Je^iaon,  Wm.  Ct»i  Johneon,  John  Vf.  Jonee,  Kennedy,  Legare, 
liewiB,  Lincoln.  Lyon,  Mallory,  Jamee  M.  Maaon,  damaon  Ma- 
son,  aiartin,  Maury,  McKay,  Abraham  McClellan,  Mencfee, 
Mercer,  Million,  Hfiichell,  Moore,  Murray,  N«ylor,  Noyee,  Ode,  - 
Pearce,  Peck,  Pickens,  Pope^  Potts^  Putnam,  Randolph,  Reed, 
Renrher,  Rldgway,  .John  Robeiiaon,  Edward  Robinson,  Ram- 
sey, Saltonsiall,  .Sawyei-,  Sergeant,  Auguftiae  H.  fiheppcrrf. 
Chariee  dhepard,  «hIoIde,  Blade.  0oQtK|mte,  Stwily,  Biuart 
?il?l*»  '??!lr''l"^  Ttoonmeon.  TilUnchaec,  Tolaiid,TowiiB,  Joho 
White,  Whiitlesey,  Shelrrod  WUliame,  Joseph  L.  Wmiaina.0. 
H.Wtllwmm  Wise,  Word,  and  YeU~113. 
NAYS— Mewrs.  John  W.  Allen,  Arjtereott,  Andrews,  Aiher« 


Evereii,  Farrijifioiu  PairileW,  leaac  Fletcher,  Fiflmore,  Foster. 
Fry,  (iallup,  Goods,  Wm.  Graham,  Grant,  Gr|iT,  Haley,  Hal  • 
eiead,  HaminonU,  Hamer,  Harrieon.  Herod,  Holt,  Hoptios, 
Howard,  Hiihley,  Wm.  H.  Htinter,  Ingham,  Tliomas  B.  Jack- 
son, Joseph  Johnson,  Nathaniel  Jonee,  Keim,  Kemble,  Kilneen 
smith,  Leodbetier,  l^mls,  Marvin,  Maxwell,  Robert  McClellan, 
McCiure,  McKennan;  Montgomery,  Morgsn,  CafrarT  Morria, 
Noble,  Palmer,  Parker,  Parmenler,  Parris.  Paynter,  Phelps, 
Plumer,  Pratt,  Rariden,  Reily,  Riven,  Ruseell,  Sheller,  Bheplor, 
BIWey,  Snyder,  Spencets  Sweartngen,  Taylor,  Thomas,  Titi>s, 
Touoey,Turney,  Vail,  Vanderveer,  Wagener,  Weheter,  Weok(i, 
Albert  8.  White,  and  Jared  W.  WMiuM-m! 

So  the  motioU  to  suspend  was  decided  in  the 
negrative,  there  not  being  two-thirds  voting  for  the 
motion. 
Mr.  SLA.de  asked  leave  to  submit  the  foilowiog: 
Whereas  th(!re  exists,  and  is  earned  on  between 
the  ports  in  the  District  of  Ckilumbia  and  other 
ports  of  the  United  Stages,  artd  under  the  sanction 
of  the  laws  thereof,  a  trade  in  humau  beings,  ■ 
whereby  thousands  of  them  are  annually  sold  and 
transported  from  said  District  to  distant  parts  of 
the  country,  in  vessels  beJonging  to  citizens  of  the 
United  State.^;  and  whereas,  such  trade  involves  an 
outrageous  violation  of  human  rights,  is  a  disgrace 
to  the  country  by  whose  laws  it  is  sanctioi^fid,  and 
calls  for  the  immediate  interposition  of  legislative 
authority  for  iis  suppression:  therefore,  to  the  end 
that  all  obstacles  to  the  consideration  of  this  sub- 
jtot  may  be  removed,  and  a  remedy  for  the  eril 
speedily  provided, 

ketolited.  That  so  much  of  the  fifth  of  the  ieso« 
lutions  on  the  subject  of  slavery,  passed  by  this 
House  on  the  llth  and  13ih  of  the  present  month, 
as  relates  to  the  '*  removal  of  slaves  from  State  to 
State,"  and  prohibits  the  action  of  this  House  on 
*'  every  petition,  memorial,  resolution,  proposition, 
or  paper  toocbmg''  the  same,  be,  and  hereby  is  re- 
scii^ded. 

Objections  being  made,  Mr.  S.  moved  a  suspeU' 
sion  of  the  rules,  and  demanded  the  yeas  and 
nays;  which,  being  ordered,  were,. yeas  55,  nays 
157,  as  follows! 

YBAS— Mee«r«.Adam8,^  Alexander,  HemanAlletii  John  W. 
AUeft,  Bond,  Borden,  Brijrgs,  William  B.  Calhoutf,  ChUds,  Cof* 
fin,  Corwin,  Cranston,  Curtis,  Cushinr,  DarUnpon,  Davee,  Dt« 
▼iee,  Evan:*.  Everett,  Ewinf,  Rtchanf  Fletcher,  Isaac  Vietcher, 
FilUnor.',  Giddings,  Goods,  GrenneU,  Hall,  Ilaletead,  Harper, 
Hastings,  Henry,  Lincoln.  Bamson  Mason,  McJCenoan,  Mitchell, 
Calvary  Morris,  T^avlor,  Noyee,  Ocl&  Parmentei,  Peck,  Potf% 
Putnam,  Rariden,  Rahdolpb,  Reed,  Ridtway,  Bdward  Robin, 
•on.  Ruseell,  Sergeant,  Sibley,  Blade,  TkUUighast,  Tolaiid  a|Ml 
A.  8,  White-«). 

NATS— Meesrs  Anderson,  Andrewa,  Atherton,  Avcrin, 
Banks,  Bealty.  Beers,  Beirae,  Bell,  Bieknell,  Riddle,  BirJaall, 
Booldin,  Brodhead,Bron90ii.  Buchanan,  Bynum,  John  Calhooiu 
Cambraleaf,  Wiilfam  B.  Camphell,  |oho  Camphell,  Canai^ 
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Cdsey  ,  Chambers  Cboney,  Chiipmafi,  Checlham,  Clowney, 
Coles,  Connor,  Craig,  Cfary,  Crockett,  Cmhman.  Dawmi, 
De»wrry,  Dennw,  Dromgoole,  Duncan,  Danii.  Elmore,  Fiiip-  • 
field,  Fo6iKr,  Fry,  Jaines  Garland,  RJce  Gwland,  Ohucock,  Jaa. 
Graham,  William  Qrahaoi,  OranUaod,  Gnat,  Gravee,  Gray, 
Hammond,  Hamer,  Harlan,  Harriaon,  Hawes,  Hawkitie, 
Hay oea .Holt,  Hopkina,  Huward,  Hubley,  William  IL  Hunter, 
Robert  M.  T.  Hunter,  Thomas  B.  Jackson,  Jabes  Jackion, 
Jenirer,'Heniy  Johnson^  Joseph  Jobnson,  Wm.  Cost  Johnson, 
Nathaniel  Jones;  John  W.  Jonea,  Keim,  Kemble,  Kennedy, 
Klingriwniith,  Ugare,  Leadbetter,  Lewis,  Loomio^  Lyim,  Mai- 
lory,  James  M.  Ma^on,  Martin,  Maury.  Blay.  Maxwell,  McKay, 
Hubert  McClellan,  Abraham  McClellani  MeClure,  Menefee, 
Mercer,  Milligan,  Montgomery,  Meore,  Morgan.  Noble,  Palmer, 
Parker,  Turria,  Paynter,  Pearce,  Pbelpa,  Plekeoa  Plumer, 
Pope,  Prill,  Rcily,  Rencher,  Rhett,  Rives,  John  Robertson, 
RumTcy,  ?»awyer,  AuKU«iine  H.  SheppeM,  Charles  Shepard, 
Shieldf),  HlK.plor.  Southgate,  tSpencer,  Btanlv,  Stuart,  Stone, 
Sweacingen,  Taliaferro,  Taylor,  Thomas,  Thompson,  Tilus, 
Toucey,  Towna,  Tumey,  Wegener.  Webster,  John  White, 
WhitilMiey.  feiherrod  Williams,  Jared  W.  Williams,  Joseph  L. 
William*.  Christopher  H.  WUliams,  Wise,  Word;  Tell,  and 
Yorite~157. 

So  the  House  refused  to  suspeod  the  rnlef. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENO,  from  the  Committee  of 
Way 9  and  Means,  reported  a  bill  making  appro- 
priations in  part  for  ihe  support  of  Government  fof 
the  year  1838,  [viz;  the  Congressional  compensa* 
tion  bill,]  which  was  read  twice,  and  committed. 

Mr.  CALHOON  of  Kentucky  asked  leave  to 
submii  the  following: 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Jodieiary 
be  instructed  to  report  a  bill  making  it  unlaw fal  for 
any  person  to  aid  fugitive  slaves  in  escaping  from 
their  owners,  and  providing  for  the  pontshment  in 
Ihe  courts  of  the  United  States  of  all  persons  who 
may  be  guilty  of  snch  offence.  And  that  they  be 
further  instructed  to  report  a  bill  making  it  unlaw- 
/ul  for  any  person  in  the  non-filaveholding  States  of 
this  Uniun  to  use  any  means  to  entice  slaves  from 
thetr  owne^i,  and  providing  for  the  punishment  in 
tb'ii  courts  of  the  United  States  of  all  persons  who 
may  be  found  gaiUy  of  such  offence. 

^Objections  were  made,  and  Mr./ C.  moved  for  a 
soi^pen^iun  of  the  rule,  also  calling  for  the  yeas 
and  nays,  which  were  ordered,  and  were — ^yeas  89, 
najrs  10  r,  as  follows: 

Y£;A>^r-Me<rai«.  Banks,  Beirae,  Bell,  Bouklin,  Bynuro,  John 
CalUuoa,/ John .  CampbeU,  Carter,  CliamberB.  Ciutpmon, 
Cheaiham/CiowtiQiF,  Coffin,  Coiea,  Connor,  Craig,  Croelcett, 
CMr>i<h  P^weon,  HelTbiry,  Dennis,  Dromgooie,  Elmore,  James 
OarlaqdLR4««  ^land,  Oiddings,  Glascock,  James  Graham, 
Oraniland.  OrfVflfiv  Cray,  Griffin,  Harlan,  Harper,  Hawes, 
Hawki|>s#0aynf»,,$l9pkins,  Howard,  Robert  M.  T.  Hunter, 
Jabe2;.<Jaek«o^,j9Vif$i^  Henry  Johnson,  Joseph  Johofon,  Na- 
thaniel Jones,  John  WvJones,  KemblR^  Kennedy,  Lewis,  Lyon, 
M^liory,  JarocjpALMa^MHMartio,  Maury,  May,  McKay,  Abra* 
bam  MfCMlan,  Meoeieej  Montgomery,  Morgan.  Murray, 
Palwicrj  Parlcr,  Featcc,  Pntlpe,  Pope, '  Rencher,  Rivea,  John 


Wintam*',   Joiwph  Li  "William^  Chriswpher  H.  Williams, 

Wise,  Word,  Xcii  4nd3fpde-:t«!. 

NAYS— Mei5sr8.4dajn8,AJexaQjler.  John  W.  Allen,  Ander 

son,   Anflrcwir/Ath^ftn,  Aytrisfg,  Bteawy,  Bicknell,  Biddle, 

BisAlall,  Bbnd;  Borakn,^Bri^gs4  Brtodhead,  Bronson,  Buchanan, 

William  C,  (;*lhoim|fCwBbwl«|g,  Casey,  Chan^,  Childs, 

Ctar1c,Cransumi.Cu0hing,  Cuahman,  Davee,  Davies,  Duncan, 

D»mn,'Eifwnrrtin'firtfns,Ererett,Ffc|rrirtgton.  Fairfield,  Richard 

Fletcher.  leau^leieh^r,  Vtr;  Gallup,  C!ood&  William  Graham, 

Grant, .  Gref{ooll,  Haley,- Ifall.  HaIim^  Hammond,  Hamer, 

Henr\',^niro<I,lIoTt,  Hubley,  William  IT  Hunter,  Thomas  B. 

Jadkflon,'  Kemrif  KHngansnfiKh;-  Leadbetter,  Lincoln,  Loemia 

Uvvin.^msnn  Ma^nn,  MasiweU,  Robert  McClellan,  McClore, 
y^^^  .-...._._  «,._....  ^-__  ^. „  ^    ..     . 

Not 


IrJCenntu,  MHligaa,  MUch^  Moore,  4^trary  Morris,  Naylorj 
lobre,  T^nfesf.  Ofle.  Pirmenl^f,  Pama,  "Paynter,  Peck,  Petri- 


kini,  FlumeriPoiUHpfalt^RarlilenirReed,  Reily,  Ridgway,  Ed- 
ward .RofaMiWPr^  R^l«Kiii'tiW)tpM|^],  Sawyer,  ehefler,  Sheplor, 
Sibley,  Blade,.  Sttuihignydgr,  Bwoaringen,  Taylor,  Thomas, 
Tillmghasrt,  Toltod,  TdilcBy,'Vtfnderve«r,  Wagoner,  Webster, 
Al»»cnS.  White,  Whiuleaey,  and  Jared  W.  Wilams— 107. 

So  the  rules  were  filot'SU&pended. 

On  nftfiiHttt  eTMf.  GffitENNELL, 

Th«  House- proceeded  lo-die  execution  of  the  or- 
der of  M^niiay,  foKIW^  election  of  a  Chaplain  on 
its  parr,  Wi^hiftf  the  foWlo wfeg  nominations  were 
made:  -       "         •      ' 

Mr.  n.%Vf  ^d  n<)mmat^  the  Rev.  A.  Babbitt. 

Mr.  CRAIG  nominated  the  Rev.  Levi  R.  Reese. 

Mr.  MASON'ofVa.  nominated  the  Rev.  E.  C. 
Hnichinson. 

Mr.  WI«F.  nominated  ibA  Rev.  W.  Ford. 

Mr.  TAYLOR  nominated  the  Rev.  Mr.  Owen. 

m.  cnsRMANnominated  Rev.  Mr.  Bullfinch. 

M,-.  GALLUP  n'opiinalcA* the. Rev,  Mr.  Fowler. 
'     Mr;  MfvRCfiR  ndminated  the  Rev.  Mr.  Tuston. 

The  fii-rt  five  jgpntlcipen  Were  lippoipicd  to  su- 
pot  oiend  the  taking  .ihe  votesj/: and  being  taken^ 
jhfV  were  announced  te  foHoWB-/ 

Whole w »mberofvo(« |:ivcn  fn     -^   '•.    198. 

.MecTJi^ary  to  «.ch»ict»    ^       -r.     /  - .   .  -    100  /. 

Mr.  Rfes»  ffcoei^ed '     -      .-..    l.   :    -    i(jo  > 

': .  -.  pabbitt:^ ' !';  - ; ;.  ^  _y,  n,  'v.-  7^  -    ^Wl' 


Hutchinson 25 

Owen 9 

Bullfinch        -       -       -       -       -      95 

Fowkr 11 

Tuston 14 

So  the  Bev.  Mr.  Rcns  was  declared  duly  electa 
ed. 

The  SPEAKER  laid  before  the  House: 

1.  A  communication  from  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy,  stating  whatYiumber  of  extra  clerks  which 
have  been  employed  in  that  Department,  in  answer- 
ing calls  fjor  information. 

On  mbtion  of  Mr.  CUSHMAN,  laid  on  the 
table. 

2.  From  the  same,  containing  a  statement  of  the 
contingent  expenses  of  that  Department  for  the 
last  3rear. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  REED,  laid  on  the  table. 

3.  From  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  trans- 
mitting a  report  of  the  Fifth  Auditor  on  the  pro- 
gress made  in  building  light-houses,  buoys,  dbc. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CnSHMAN,]aid  on  the  table. 

On  motion, 

The  House  adjourned. 


In  publishing  the  names  of  the  memhers  com- 
posing the  select  committee  on  the  duelling  biU,  we 
inadvertently  omitted  the  names  of  Messrs.  J.  Q,. 
Adams  and  Toucey.  We  publish  it  in  a  corrected 
form,  as  follows:  Messrs.^.  J.  CI.  Adams,  Toucey, 
Elmore,  Grantland,  Coffin,  Rariden,  Clark,  Gren- 
nell,  and  Henry. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES, 
Fbidat,  Dec    14, 1838. 

Mr.CUSHMAN  asked  leave  to  submit  the  fol- 
lowing: 

Hetolved,  That  no  committee  of  this  House  shall 
^be  permitted  to  employ  a  clerk  at  the  public  ex- 
pense, without  first  obtaining  leave  of  the  House 
for  that  purpose. 

Objection  being  made, 

Mr.  C.  moved  a  suspension  of  the  mles,  which 
prevailed,  and  the  resolution  was  agreed  to  ncm. 
dit. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CAMBRELENG,  the  House 
went  intocommiUee--Mr.  HOWARD  in  the  Chair, 
on  the  *^bm  making  appropriations,  in  part,  for  the 
support  of  Government  for  the  year  1838-9." 

The  bill  having  been  read,  Mr.  CAMBRELENG 
explained  that  the  contingent  expenses  of  the  House 
and  Senate  had  been  limited  to  one-half  their  esti- 
mates, leaving  the  other  half  for  future  conside- 
ration. 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  be  reported,  when  the 
committee  rose,  and  the  Spsaksr  having  resumed 
the  chairj  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading  to-day,  and  at  a  sf^bsequent  stage  it 
was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  SPEAKER  laid  before  the  House  the  an- 
nual report  of  the  Commissioner  on  Pensions^ 
which,  on  motion  of  Mr.  BRIGGS,  was  laid  on  the 
table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CHAMBERS, 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Claims  be  au- 
thorized to  employ  a  clerk. 

Mr.  HOWARD  inquired  if,  although  this  wsis 
private  business  day,  petitions  could  be  presented? 

The  CHAIR  replied  that  petitions  were  in  ordez* 
each  day  for  the  first  thirty  da>«  of  session. 

Mr.  HOWARD  hoped  they  would  go  on  with 
that  business,  so  that  the  committees  might  have 
some  business  belore  them. 

Mr.  ELMORE  made  an  inefieciual  efifort  to  in- 
duce the  House  to  take  up,  on  their  reference, 
some  private  bills  from  the  Senate  lying  on  the 
Speaker's  table. 

Petitions  and  memorials  were  then  called  for 
in  the  order  of  States,  commencing  at  the  point 
left  off  the  other  day,  and  were  pret^nted  by 
Mei»srs.  ATHERTON  and  FARRINGTON,  of 
New  Hampshire. 

Mr.  CUSHING  presented  several  memorials, 
and  asked  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  prevfide  for  the 
prote9tjp^9f  .thp^cjifeens  of  the  United  States,  re- 
iidihg  m  the  Oregon  Territory;  but  it  bei:ng  object 


^d 


}k^  }|^<iui^^  notice  oC  oae  day. 
gr^J^assachupsett^   th«ii  pre- 


sented a  petition  for  (he  abolition  of  slavery  in  the 
District  of  Columbia. 

Mr.  WISE  rose  and  objeoted  to  its  reception,  and 
said  he  would  make  the  poim  of  order,  whether 
Mr.  Athxbtor^  fiHh  xesolatioa  recognized  ibe  »- 
oepiion  of  petitions. 

The  CHAIR  said  this  question  had  been  de-. 
cided  at  the  second  session  of  the  24th  Congress, 
on  a  reversal  of  the  decision  of  the  Chair  at  that 
time,  upon  an  appeal  therefrom,  by  a  vote  of— 
ayes  56,  nays  147.  In  view  of  that  decision  the 
Chair  now  felt  constrained  to  put  a  similar  con- 
stiucticnu{>on  the  present  order,  and  thereby  over- 
rale  the  point  made  by  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
giaift. 

Mr.  WISE  said  he  knew  that,  under  the  resolu- 
tions adopted  in  previous  years,  these  petitions  had 
been  received.    But  this  was  a  new  resolution. 

The  CHAIR  said  it  amounted  4o  the  same  thing. 
They  were  substantially  and  almost  in  the  identi- 
cal phraseology. 

Mr.  WISE.  Well  then,  if  that  be  the  decision 
of  the  Chair,  in  order  to  test  the  sense  of  the  Uouscy 
I  take  an  appeal,  having  no  other  mode  of  reach- 
ing it;  and  also  call  for  the  yeas  and  nay^,  which 
were  subsequently  ordered.  Now,  [added  Mr.  W.] 
I  ^ish  gentlemen  to  come  up  to  their  own  con- 
struction of  their  own  resolution.  He  himself  be- 
lieved the  decision  of  the  Chair  to  be  in  conformity 
with  the  resolution;  but  be  had  taken  the  appeal, 
that  the  opinion  of  each  member  miglit  be  known. 
Mr.  W.  then  went  into  a  succinct  history  of  the 
proceedings  on  the  several  lesolutions  on  this  sub- 
ject, from  Mr.  Jarvis^s  and  Mr.  Pinckney's  origi- 
nal one  to  refffr  the  matter  to  a  select  coinmiUee» 
down  to  those  of  the  latter  gentleman,  Mr.  Ha  wis 
and  Mr.  Patton  making,  eo  tempore,  a  final  disposi- 
tion of  Abolition  papers. 

The    question    now    involved,   according    to 
Mr.    W.    was    this:    Was    the  presentation   of 
a    petition,    under   Mr.    Atherton's   resolution, 
a    reception    of  ill      Southern  gentlemen    who 
voted  for  that  resolution,  had  declared    tu   him. 
that    the    resolution    did   not  recognise   the    re- 
ception of  Abolition  petitions.    Now   he  wisbed^^ 
hem  to  stand  by  tbat  decision.    If,  on  the  contra- 
ry, this  House  does  affirm  that  that  resoladoa  re- 
cognises the  reception  of  these  petitions,   then  the 
whole  ground  is  pone,  and  the  Abolitionists   have 
triumphed;  because  if  you  may  receive  petitions, 
you  may  refer  ihem,  and  referring,  you  may  re- 
port on  them— unfavorably,  you   may  say — ^bal  if 
you  have  the  power  to  report  at  all,  you  may  re- 
port favorably  as  well  as  unfavorably.    This,  h^ 
repeated,  gave  up  the  whole  ground  to  th«  AJboli- 
lionists.    His  own  candid  opinion  was  that  l^e 
wording  of  the  resolution  laying  the  petitioos  on 
the  table,  did  recognise  their  reception.    Now  he 
would  a.Hk  the  South  if  this  was  the  compact,  if  tbis 
was  the  boon  which,  at  last,  the  South  had  grained 
from  a  Northern  party  wilh  Souihern  principles? 
If  this  be  the  compact,  viz:  to  recognise  the   juris- 
diction of  Congress  over  the  subject  of  slavery ,  ex- 
cept directly  in  the  slaveholding  States,  it  is  a.  com- 
pact nothing  better  than  Abolition  itself. 

The  CHAIR  recapitulated  all  the  <juestions  thai 
had  arisen,  and  the  decisions  on  the  similar  points^ 
under  the  four  resolutions  referred  to  above.  Id  all 
of  which  the  uniform  construction  had  been  tbat 
the  resolution  or  order,  the  same  as  that  now  in 
force,  disposed  of  the  petition  on  presentation,  And 
that  the  question  of  reception  could  not  be  reused 
at  that  time. 

Mr.  RIVES  expres.sed  his  deep  regret  tfamt  after 
the  adoption  of  Mr.  Atherton^s  resolulioQs    aoy 
further  excitement  should  have  sprung  up  in    thaf 
House.    He  had  been  of  opinion  that,  under  ibesc 
resolutions,  they   could  have  got  on  quietly  ^nd 
tranquilly  during  the  re6i  of  the  session,  and  he  be 
lieved  every  person  acci«^^**^^  ^^  th«m.      He  be* 
lieved  every  man  in  i^e  5\aveholding  States,  will 
4he  exception  of  a  f^o^  r^^ftVics—  « 

The  CHAIR  arres^vLA  '^!'  ^'  «»  tran^rwsinj 


:^!?.^^^^j 


I 


the  limits  of  the  qu^^??^,{><^^?^^^- 

Mr,  RIVES  woxoS^^cl*^^^'^^^^  ^^^^^  «uhmissiot 
totheCBAiR.    ,Th^5   tJf^fvV^^l^^^^^^-^^escnUe 
,     _._..  .."^.li.       y^^W^UcAaticurted  will 
>%w  ^^>  \Rmv  m  \il     H 


mau  NifYiO  ma^ie  vVx\^     \^  tr^  •    . 

the  Sprxk^R,  ;ivva    v>Wl*  v^^  V^tsv^v  m  ul 


If 


CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBE. 


is 


Mr.  R's  coiiTiction  was  that  the  Chair  oaght  to 
btsitftained,  and  his  impressioo  was  thht  ihe  only 
way  by  which  the  genileman  coald  have  attained 
bit  olyecli  was  by  a  direct  motion  to  rejeot,  and 
HOC  to  hare  brooghi  up  the  subject  of  resolutions 
ateady  adopted.  Mr.  R.  hoped  the  yeas  and  nays 
vouid  be  ordered,  and  in  Toting  he  would  endeavor 
to  set  his  coUeagae  an  example,  by  responding 
vhea  his  name  was  called. 

Ifr.  PICKENS  maintained  that  there  was  a 
wide  distinction  between  the  present  resolution  of 
Older  and  those  adopted  in  former  yeara.  He  dif- 
fexed  with  Mr.  Wiss  in  his  view  of  it,  coniendin«r 
that  the  words  '^without  further  action  thereon," 
created  this  dstinction,  and  Itft  the  question  of  re- 
eeptuw  nnioached.  There  was  even  a  still  prior 
pnUminary  question,*  anlformly  acted  on  in  the 
Bhtiadi  Parliament,  from  which  their  iex  jMirtoncii- 
Una  vas  derived,  bat  which  had  been  left  anno- 
tJDcd  by  Mr.  Jefferson,  viz:  the  leave  to  present, 
naivas  the  first  question,  and  then  came  the 
qieition  of  reception.  The  member  holding  the 
{■per  makes  no  motion  to  that  effect,  but  the  Chair 
VIS  boond  to  present  the  question  to  the  House  for 
ib  decision. 

Itw  genilemaa  from  ViTginia  had  alluded  to  a 
cnopaet.  Mr.  P.  could  assure  the  gentleman  that 
he  had  coasaked  no  man,  in  or  ont  of  the  House, 
tethis  own  eollea«aes. 

Mr.  Ahen  briefly  recapitulated  the  course  be* 
(ore  taken  by  the  House,  and  insisted  that  the 
« qnestwn  of  fqeetioB  was  never  decided  according 
to  ittiet  pariiamentaiy  usage.  It  was  left  in  abey- 
aace,  for  when  it  was  raised  it  was  immediately 
foUovei  ap  by  a  motion  to  lay  on  the  table,  and 
tbos  die  whole  matter  was  disposed  of.  He  agreed 
inth  the  gentVeman  from  Vii^nia  that  the  question 
of  Roepilon  was  one  of  vital  importance  to  the 
Sonth,  and  one  which  ha  wonld  never  surrender. 
'Aeelanse  he  had  referred  to  preserved  that  ques- 
tioft,  and  bat  for  that  he  should  not  have  voted  for 
Ifr.  ArHxaToir'is  resolntions 

fiCr.  ROBERTSON  had  voted  for  that  resolution 
viih  the  impreasion  that  it  did  not  conclude  the 
tpaibm  of  reoeptiua,  but  left  it  open  in  the  event 
that  ^'farther  action'^  should  be  proposed  on  these 
pctituos.  He  ihooght  the  Chair  right  in  deciding 
ibat  the  question  of  reception  could  not  now  be 
caiertaxned,  bm  chat  the  memorials  must  go  on  the 
labte.  Bot  if  the  Honse  should  decide  on  further, 
action  on  them,  would  the  Chair  consider  it  pre- 
doded  from  raising  the  question  of  reception? 

The  CHAIR  said  it  had  not  so  decided.  When 
thai  qimtioB  should  come  up,  it  would  be  time 
eaen^  to  decide  it. 

Mi.  BOBERTSON  eipressed  himself  satisfied 
wHk  that  view  of  the  point,  oonenrring,  as  it  did, 

Mr.  QUkSCOCK  agreed  with  Mr.  Wisv  in  his 
9ol»Dy  and  was  also  of  opinion  that  the  constrnc- 
lioD  gifcn  to  Mr.  ATHcaTON's  resolution  by  the 
Chair,  was  in  strict  conformity  not  only  with  its 
ova  obvious  raeanii^,  but  according  to  the  spirit 
and  iateju  of  the  whole  of  the  other  similar  resolu- 
tkms.  In  looking  at  this  resolution,  it  will  be  found 
that  all  m<nM>rials,  etc.  on  the  subject  of  slavery  or 
aboliuoD,  etc  shall  be  laid  on  the  table  without 
beiflf  printed,  referred,  or  any  farther  action 
theieoa.  Now  when  that  resolution  was  presented 
for  eoQsideration,  he  look  Nhe  same  position  he 
had  al  vays  maintained  on  questions  of  this  kind  be- 
fofe,  and  declined  voting  upon  it,  one  way  or  the 
o<her,  oiitil  he  coold  examine  and  judge  for  him- 
self whether  it  could  bear  such  a  construction  as  to 
neognize  the  reception  of  petitions.  He  believed 
it  did  admit  of  that  construction,  and  therein  he 
differol  with  his  friend  from  Sooth  Carolina,  [Mr. 
PiCKCNS.]  It  seemed  to  Mr.  G.  that,  when  a  peti- 
tisc  was  present<*d  and  then  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
taUe,  it  was,  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  ipso  facto 
received.  The  act  of  disposing  of  a  paper  after 
pKsentation,  presupposed  its  reception  by  the  body 
making  a  disposition  of  it.  Any  other  construction 
voahi  be  lo  render  thelresorutton  itself  a  mere  nulli- 
ty. This  seemed  to  bim  one  of  the  plainest  proposi- 
ikms  ever  presented  lo  a  deliborative  assembly. 
IVe  laying  on  the  tabl^'  was  no  preliminary  stage, 
b«t  a  final  disposition  of  a  subject,  gr  tantamount 
to  it,  becanse  no  fnither  action  pou  14  be  had:  thereon 


but  by  a  suspension  of  the  rules.  No  JLsposition 
couM  be  made  of  a  subject  unless  it  was  m  the  pos- 
session of  the  HV)U)»e,  and  to  be  in  their  possession, 
it  must  have  been  received.  He  contended  that 
the  resolution  would  have  borne  this  construction 
without  the  words ''further  action,^'  which  necessa- 
rily implied  previous  action;  but  those  words  put  ii 
beyond  doubt.  He  refused  to  vote  for  Mr,  Pinck- 
NKT^  resolution,  because  it  recognized  the  reception 
of  petitions,  and  he  had  declined  voting  for  Mr. 
Athebton^s  on  the  same  grounds 

Mr.  CRAIG  considered  Mr.  Wise's  ground  to 
be  the  true  one,  viz:  that  the  presentation  of  a 
petition,  which  presentation  resulted  in  its  being 
laid  on  the  table,  was  in  effect^  to  put  that  petition 
in  poisesj^ion  of  the  Hoitse,  for  he  was  at  a  loss  to 
perceive  how  it  could  get  there  without  being  re- 
ceived. Still,  however,  he  denied  toto  calo,  that 
it  was  a  oonces^ion  to  the  petitioners  of  their  right 
to  petition.  It  was,  on  the  contrary,  a  virtual  de- 
nial of  their  right,  and  a  rejection  of  their  me- 
morial. If  he  understood  the  Speaker's  decision 
rightly,  it  was  this;  that  when  a  petition  gets  on 
the  table,  the  question  of  its  reception  cannot  be 
raised,  because  pro  tmUo  it  is  already  received  and 
disposed  of,  and  that  decision  he  should  sustain. 

Mr.  TAYLOR,  who,  remarking  that  the  case  ap- 
peared to  him  to  be  too  clear  even  to  allow  room 
for  an  argument  against  it,  demanded  the  previous 
question,  which  was  seconded,  99  to  63,  and  the 
main  question  ordered,  put,  and  carried — ^yeas  185, 
nays  6,  as  follows: 

YEAS — ^Messrs.  John  W.  Allen,  Anderson,  An- 
drews, Atherton,  Aycrigg,  Bank;:,  Beatty,  Bcera, 
Beirne,  Bell,  Bicknell,  Biddle,  Birdsall,  Bond, 
Bouldin,  Briggs,Br6dhead,  Bronson,  Buchanan,  By- 
nam,  J.  Calhoon,  Cambreleng,  J.  Campbell,  W.B. 
Campbell,  Casey,  Chancy,  Chapman,  Cheatham, 
Clark,  Cleveland,  Clowney,  Coffin,  Coles,  Connor, 
Cor\iun,  Craig,  Crary,  Cranston,  Curtis,  Cushing, 
Cushman,  Darlington,  Dawson,  Davee,  Davies, 
Deberry,  De  Graff,  Dromgoole,  Dunn,  EUmore, 
Evans,  Everett,  Farrington,  Fairfield,  I.  Fletcher, 
Fillmore,  Foster,  Fry,  Gallup,  James  Garland, 
Giddings,  Glascock,  Goode,  James  Graham,  Wm. 
Graham,  Grantland,. Grant,  Gray,  Grennell,  Griffin, 
Haley,  Haistead,  Hammond,  Hamer,  Harrison, 
Harper,  Hawes,  Hawkin;,Haynes,  Henry,  Herod, 
Holt,  Hopkins,  Howard,  Hubtey;  W.  H.  Hunter, 
Ingham,  Thomas  B.  Jackson,  Jabez  Jackson»  H. 
Johnson,  J.  Johnson,  W.  Cost  Johnson,  N.  Jones, 
J.  W.  Jones,  Keim,  Kemble,  Kennedy,  Klingen- 
smith,  Legare,  Leadbetier,  Lewis,  Lincoln,  Loomis, 
Lyon,  Mallory,  Marvin,  James  M.  Mason,  Samson 
Mason,  Martin,  Maury,  May,  Maxwell,  McKay, 
R.  McClellan,  A.  McClellan,  McClure,  McKen- 
nan,  Menefee,  Mercer,  Miliigan,  Montgomery, 
Moore,  Morgan,  S.  W.  Morris,  C.  Morris,  Mur- 
ray, Naylor,  Noble,  Noyes,  Ogle,  Parker,  Parmen- 
ter,  Parrifl,  Paynter,  Pearce,  Peck,  Pickens^ 
A.  Plumer,  Poas,  Pratt,  Putnam,  Randolph, 
Reed,  Reily,  Rlieti,  Rhett,  Ridgway,  Rives,  John 
Robertson,  12.  Robinson,  Russell,  Sawyer,  Sheffer, 
Aug.  H.  Shepperd,  C.  Shepard,  Shields,  Sheplor, 
Sibley,  Snyder,  Swulhgaie,  Spencer,  Stuart,  Stone, 
Stratton,  Swearingen,  Taliaferro,  Taylor,  Thomas, 
Tiliinghast,  Tiius,  Toland,  Toacey,  Tnrney,  Un- 
derwo^d,  Vail,  Vandcrveer,  Wagener,  Webster, 
A.  S.  While,  John  White,  Whittlesey,  S.  Wil- 
liams, J.  W.  Williams,  J.  L.  Williams,  Yell,  and 
Yorke— 185. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Carter,  Chambers,  Crockett, 
Pope,  C.  H.  WilliamN,  and  Worel— 6. 

The  name  of  Mr.  Adams  having  been  called,  that 
gentleman  rose  and  said:  I  refuse  to  answer  con- 
6idering  all  the  resolutions — 

The  CHAIR  called  Mr.  A.  to  order. 

Mr.  A.  continued.    Considering  all  the  resolu-  1 
tions  as  unconstitutional — 

The  CHAIR  again  interposed,  and  requested  the  [ 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts  to  take  his  seat. 

Mr.  A.  continued.  A  violation  of  the  Constitu- 
tion of  the  United  States. 

These  words  wcie  thrown  out  by  Mr.  Adams, 
amidst  much  tumult  and  very  lead  cries  for  order, 
in  the  coor%  of  which, 

The  SPEAKER  called  on  the  House  to  aid  him. 

Somelhiag  like  silence  havii^  been  restored. 


Mr.  WADDY  THOMPSON  dcsii^d  to  know 
what  aid  the  Speaker  wishedl 

Mr.  Adams  having,  in  the  interim^  resumed  his 
seat, 

The  CHAIR  replied,  none  at  all. 

The  Clerk  then  proceeded  with  tiie  roll,  and,  the 
name  of  Mr.  Wise  having  been  called,  that  gen- 
tleman rose  and  refiised  to  vote. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  TAYLOR,  it  was^ 

Resolvedy  That  when  the  Hou^e  adjourn  to-day, 
it  adjourn  to  meet  on  Monday. 

Mr.  MERCER,  on  leave,  submitted  a  resolu- 
tion, which  was  read  as  follows: 

Resolved^  That  all  petitions  and  memorials  pre- 
sented to  this  House  at  the  regular  session  of  Con- 
gress, and  referred  to  the  several  standing  commit- 
tees, on  which  no  report  wa^  made,  or  in  relation  to 
which  bills  were  reported,  may  be  again  referred  to 
the  same  committees,  at  the  pleasure  of  the  mem- 
bers by  whom  they  were  respectively  presented, 
on  being  handed,  or  a  list  thereof  presented,  to  the 
Clerk. 

Mr.  TURNEY  moved  to  amend  the  resolution 
by  inserting  after  the  word  "memorial,"  the  words 
"papers  and  reFolutions;^^  which  was  disagreed  to. 

Mr.  LOOMIS  proposed  to  amend  the  resolution 
by  adding  aftcr^the  word  "House,"  the  words  "lor 
want  of  action  thereon^"  and,  after  a  conversation 
in  which  MesMH.  LOOMIS,  GARLAND  of  Virgi- 
nia, and  ADAMS  partook,  the  proposed  amend- 
ment was  disagreed  to. 

Mr.  MERCER  then  modified  his  r^olution  so  as 
to  read  "last"  instead  of  "regular"  session. 

Mr.  HARLAN  moved  that  the  resolution  lie 
upon  the  tables  which  motion  was  not  agreed  to. 

The  resolution,  as  modified  by  the  mover,  was 
then  agreed  to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CAMBRELENG,  engrossed 
bill  "making  partial  appropriations  for  the  support 
of  Goveramcjiifor  the  years  1838-9,"  was  read  a 
third  time  and  passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  ELMORE,  sundry  private 
bills  from  the  Senate  were  taken  up  and  re- 
ferred. 

The  Hou.^e  took  up  and  concurred  in  the  resolu- 
tion from  the  Senate,  for  the  appointment  of  a 
joint  Librsbry  Committee,  and  ordcxed  a  committee 
of  three  to  be  appointed  on  its  part. 

Mr.  WHITTLESEY,  on  leave,  presenled  the 
following  resolution,  which  was  agreed  to: 

Resolved^  That  the  Committee  on  Revolutionary 
Pensions  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  so  amending  the  act  passed  the  7th  day  of 
July,  1538,  entitled  an  act  granting  half  pay  and 
pension  to  certain  widows,  so  that  the  benefits 
thereof  may  not  be  withheld  from  said  widows  fqr 
having  married  after  the  decease  of  the  husbaid 
for  whiJ-^e  services  she  may  claim  to  be  allowed  a 
pension,  if  she  would  otherwise  be  entitled  thereto. 

On  moiion  of  Mr.  BOULDIN, 

The  House  adjourned. 


The  following  gentlemen  compose  the  Select 
Committee  on  Sieam  Engines:  Messrs^  Sergeant, 
fUiMxa,  Campbell  of  South  Carolina,  Phelps, 
Menefee,  Yell,  and  Borden. 

IN  SENATE, 
Monday,  December  17.  1836. 

The  PRESIDENT  presented  a  communication 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  transmitting  a 
report  from  the  Fifth  Auditor  in  reference  to  the 
erection  of  light-houses,  buoys,  etc.  in  compliance 
with  the  act  of  7ih  July,  1838;  which  was  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table,  and  be  printed. 

Also,  a  communication  from  the  Secretary  of 
War,  transmitting  a  report  from  the  Commissioner 
of  Pensions,  in  compliance  with  the  act  of  May  29, 
1838;  which  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table,  and  be 
printed. 

Also,  a  communication  from  theSecretary  of  the 
Treasury,  relative  to  the  claim  of  Lieutenant  Col-* 
lins,  concerning  a  survey  of  the  southern  coast; 
which  was  ordered  to  be  printed,  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

Mr.  WALL  presented  the  peUtion  of  William 
M.  Perkins  and  others,  remonstrating  against 
making  Indian  Key  a  port  of  entiy:  referred  to  tho 
Committee  on  Commeiee. 


H 
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Mr.  WALL  presented  the  petition  of  sondry 
orticcrs  of  ihe  line  of  the  army,  praying  to  be  al- 
lowed the  ^'^ame  pay  and  emoluments  as  officers  of 
the  staff:  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military  Af- 
fairs. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  HUBBARD,  the  petition  of 
David  Stone,  on  the  files  of  the  last  session,  was 
asrain  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Claims. 
^  Mr.  LYOI;^  presented  the  petition  of  Benjamin 
H.  Wheclock,  Frederic  H.  Stevens,  Charles  Tay- 
lor, Samuel  Denton,  and  Edward  Mandy,  praying 
fur  the  pre-emption  right  to  a  fraction  of  a  section 
of  land  on  which  they  have  erected  a  steam  saw- 
mill, in  Oitawa  county,  Miehiean. 

Aio,  the  memorial  of  Edwin  H.  Lathrop,  agent 
of  thr  countv  of  Kalamazoo  in  Michigan,  praying 
ihattfc.-  act  of  ihe  26th  oi  May  1824,  granting  to 
the  c(. unties  and  parishes  of  each  Slate  where  the 
publ.c  \AntU  are  situated,  the  right  of  pre  emption 
10  quarter  j-rciions  of  land,  for  seats  of  justice,  be 
jno  construed  ?s  to  extend  to  vaid  county  a  similar 
privil«*gp. 

Mr.  BENTON  presented  Ihe  petition  of  John 
M.  Hepburn,  a  clerk  in  the  office  of  the  Adjntant 
General,  praying  for  increase  of  his  salai^*:  re- 
ferred to  the  Commiitee  on  Indian  Affairs. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  presented  the  petition  of  Mrs. 
Hutchins,  \iidow  of  a  soldior  of  the  late  war,  who 
ilied  in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  praying 
for  a  pension:  r«.-ferrtd  to  the  Committee  on  Pen- 
sions. 

Mr.  PRENTISS  presented  the  petition  af  James 
« 11.  Bradfi  rd,  praying  for  a  pension:  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Pensions. 

Mr.  TIPTON  presented  the  petition  of  a  num- 
ber of  citizens;  of  Indiana,  asking  for  a  grant  of 
land  to  aid  them  in  constructing  a  railroad:  referred 
tu  the  Commitliee  on  Roads  and  Canals. 

Mr.  DAVIS  presented  the  petition  of  William 
Crawford;  which  was  referred  to  the  Commiitee  on 
the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads 

Also,  the  petition  of  James  F.  Baldwin,  execn- 
if)r  of  Loam  mi  Baldwin,  deceased;  which  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Claims. 

Mr.  YOUNG  presented  the  petition  of  a  number 
of  citizens  of  Illinois;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Indian  Affairs. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  BROWN,  the  petition  and 
papers  of  Zephaniah  Spiggot,  on  the  files  of  the 
last  session,  were  again  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  FinaPce. 

Mr.  TALLMADQE  presented  the  petition  of 
Dr.  William  Themas,  praying  for  a  pension;  which 
was  refejjed  to  the  Committee  on  Pensions. 

Mr.  FULTON  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion, which  was  considered,  and  agreed  to: 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Commerce  be 
instructed  to  inqnire  into  the  expediency  of  esta- 
blishing ports  of  entry  at  Batesville,  Little  Rock, 
and  Fulton,  in  the  State  of  Arkansas. 

Mr.  YOUNG  submitted  the  following  resolution, 
which  was  considered,  and  agreed  to: 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Commerce  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  making 
specific  appropriations  for  the  improvement  of  the 
Rock  river  and  Des  Moines  rapids  of  the  Missis- 
sippi river,  so  as  to  make  said  river  navigable  for 
siteainbouis  at  all  seasons  of  the  year  when  the  na- 
vigation of  the  same  is  not  obstructed  by  ice. 

Mr.  WALL  submitted  the  following  resolution, 
which  was  considered  and  agreed  to: 

Resohed,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be 
instructed  to  communicate  to  the  Senate  the  sums 
of  mooey  paid  out  of  the  Treasury  imder  private 
appn>priatioii6  made,  or  private  bills  passed  by  Con- 
gress, since  the  first  Monday  In  December,  1833, 
(iistineuishing  the  amount  thereof  made  at  each 
^esston  of  Congress,  during  the  said  period,  and  the 
]  erbODiv  In  whom,  and  for  what  purpose  paid,  and 
nl-n  V  hat  surn^,  if  any,  remain  unpaid. 

Mr.  BENTON  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion: 

Hesoived,  That  the  Secretary  of  State  be  directed 
M  report  to  the  Senate  at  the  commencement  of  the. 
t.txt  siatf  d  session  of  Congress  the  nature  and  ex- 
tent i  of  the  privileges  and  reetrictions  of  the  com- 
rretcial  intercourse  of  the  United  States  with  all 
for(i;>n  nations,  fr>  as  to  show  how  far  the  com- 
ineXM  and  aavigation  of  this  Republic  are  favor- 


ed and  encouraged,  or  burdened  and  restiicted,  in 
different  countries:  laid  over. 

Mr.  BENTON  submiittcd  the  following  resolu- 
tion, which  was  considered  and  agreed  to: 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Military  Af- 
fairs be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
making  an  appropriation  to  defray  the  expenses  of 
calling  into  service  Capt.  Snodgrass^  company  of 
Alabama  volunteers,  to  serve  as  a  guard  in  accom- 
panying a  party  of  emigating  Cherokees  from  Bel- 
lefonte  to  Waterioo,  in  the  State  of  Alabama. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  CLAY  of  Kentucky,  leave 
was  gt^en  to  withdraw  the  petition  and  papers  of 
Dr.  Coleman  Rodgers,  on  the  files  of  the  last 
sesi^ion. 

The  PRESIDENT  communicated  sevet^l  pa- 
pers in  support  of  ih?  claim  of  Samuel  H.  Thomp- 
son; which  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Na- 
val Affairs. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  RUGGLES,  leave  was  given 
to  Sarah  Bowen  to  withdraw  her  petition  and  pa- 
pers from  the  files  of  the  last  session. 

Mr.  MERRICK  presented  the  petition  of  Wil- 
fred Nott;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Pensions. 

Also,  the  petition  of  Eunice  Starr,  widow  of  Wil- 
liam Starr,  a  soldier  of  the  Revolution:  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims. 

Mr.  NORVELL  gave  notice  that  he  would  to- 
morrow ask  leave  to  introduce  a  joint  resolution  to 
authorize  the  President  of  the  United  States  to 
cause  certain  surveys  to  be  made. 

Also,  a  bill  to  authorize  the  University  of  Michi- 
gan to  select  other  lands  in  lieu  of  those  granted 
them. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  from  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce, reported,  with  an  amendment,  the  bill  for 
the  relief  of  the  owners  of  the  brig  Despatch. 

Also,  without  amendment,  the  bill  to  reward  the 
captors  of  the  privateer  Lydia. 
Mr.  Bknton,  from  the  Committee  on  Finance,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  bill  "providing  for  the 
reduction  and  graduation  of  the  price  bf  the  pub- 
lic lands,'*  with  instructions  to  consider  the  same 
in  a  financial  point  of  view,  and  to  report  their 
opinion  on  the  probable  efifect  thereof  in  dimi- 
nishing or  increasing  the  reveaae  from  thepullic 
lands,  made  the  following  report: 
That,  on  being  charged  with  this  inquiry,  the 
committee  deemed  it  proper  to  communicate  with 
the  officer  at  the  head  of  the  Treasury  Department, 
and  to  obtain  the  benefit  of  his  opinion  upon  the 
point  submitted  to  them.    That  officer  has  replied, 
and  has  given  it  as  his  opinion  that  the  effect  of  the 
bill  for  some  time  to  come — to   wit,  for  a  period 
from  five  to  ten  years — would  be  to  accelerate  the 
sales  of  the  lands  to  which  the  bill  applies,  and, con- 
sequently, to  augment  the  amount  of  revenue  re- 
ceivable from  that  source.  In  this  opinion  the  com- 
mittee fully  concur,  and  believe  that  the  state  of  the 
revenue  for  some  years  to  come  will  be  precisely 
such  as  it  demand  an4  require  this  opportune  aug- 
mentation of  income  from  the  public  lands.    The 
reduction  of  duties  on  imports,  now  in  a  regular 
course  of  diminution  under  the  act  which  is  com- 
monly called  the  "compromu^e,"  will  attain  its  ulti- 
mate point  of  depression  in  the  year  1843,  and  will  re- 
duce the  revenue  derived  from  customs,  according  to 
the  estimate  of  ihe  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  to  the 
low  amount  of  ten  or  twelve  millioDS  of  dollars 
by  that  time.    To  supply  this  deficiency,  an  in- 
o^eased  revenue  from  lands  becomes  highly  desi- 
rable; and  the  accelerated  sales  of  the  old  lands 
which  have  been  Ion:;  in  market,  and  sell  slowly 
at  the  present  minimum  price,  are  the  obvious 
means  of  efifeciing  that  increase;  and  a  redncUon 
of  price,  as  proposed  in  the  bill  is  the  natnral  and 
effectoal  method  o{  accelerating  ihes^e  sales. 

The  whole  quantity  of  land  which  wonld  fall 
under  the  operation  of  the  bill,  according  to  a  re- 
port made  to  Congress  at  its  last  session,  by  the 
Commmissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office, 
would  be  seventy -one  millions  of  acres,  distributed 
over  nine  Slates  and  one  Territory,  in  thefull.)W- 
iag  proportions: 

Ohio  -  -  -      1,785,035 

Indiana      -  -  -      4,418,088 

Illinois       -  -  *    13,714,063 

MiBBoari    -  -  -    13,183,545 


Alabama  - 
Mississippi 
Louisiana  • 
Michigan  - 
Atkansas  - 
Florida 


-  14.52f3,?69 

-  6,841,553 

-  5,018,293 

-  2,317,185 

-  6,304,613 

-  3,998,521 

Total,  17,004,068 


The  length  of  time  for  which  dififerent  portions 
of  the  said  lauds  had  been  offered  for  sale  at  pri- 
vate entry,  without  finding  a  purchaser,  were  stated, 
in  the  same  report,  to  be-~ _^__ 


Pot  5 
y'rv  ft«d 
under  10 


In  Ohio 
Indiana 
Illinoia 
Mias«uri     • 
Alabama    • 
MiminJppJ  * 
Louisiana  * 
Michigan    - 
Arkansas 
Florida       - 


139 

676,164 

1,977,247 


For  10 
y'ra  and 
under  15 


For  16  For  20 
y'rs  am^  y*n  Mad 
underSOupmdi 


2784'   905.853 
486,644    63S,486 
1,223,212  4,?20,{^ 


2,290,107  5,567,08y.5,325,3'.tO 


3,487,77^  2,914;622U,B13;93I 
l,357,8b5l,i'i0,49-2  8t,?51 
3,002,642  410,296  1,605, 1G8 
1,5U7,4<52  373,771.  335,931 
1,515,778  2,996,2aj;l,802,544 
2,80^9001,196,621' 


876,258 
2,716,893 
1,793,619 

1,606,940 
4,^2;443 


Amount 


&,7F6,QB6 
4,418j088 
12,714,963 
13,ia2,5«6 
14  523,259 
C,841.6S8 

&<oia29e 

2,217,185 
6,304,612 
8,998,021 


Considering  thai  these  lands  lie  dispersed  through 
nine  States  and  one  Territory;  that  they  extend 
from  the  northern  lakes  to  the  €hilf  of  Mexico; 
that  they  lie  intermixed  with  the  cultivated  laadt 
of  several  millions  of  farmers  and  p!a4lers,  to 
whom  they  must  be  desirable,  although  of  inferior 
value,  provided  they  can  be  obtained  at  prices  < 
adapted  to  their  wonh;  the  committee  feel  justified 
in  believing  that  the  bill  would  accelerate  their 
sale,  and  thereby  supply  the  deficiency  of  a  de- 
clining revenue  from  customs;  and,  therefore,  re- 
commend the  passage  of  the  bill,  in  a  financial 
point  of  view,  as  a  measure  beneficial  to  the  Trea- 
sury and  coming  opportunely  to  its  aid. 

Such  wonld  be  the  direct  and  immediate  efiect 
of  the  bill.  Its  indirect  and  consequential  elTeet 
would  also  be  beneficial  to  the  Treasury,  by  bring- 
ing into  use  and  cultivation  many  millions  of  acics 
of  land,  now  idle  and  unproductive,  contributing 
nothing  to  agriculture,  but  which,  in  private  bands, «  \ 
would  speedily  be  made  productive,  and,  in  swell- 
ing the  aggregate  of  national  wealth,  would  aug- 
ment the  means  of  replenishing  the  Treasaiy. 

The  committee  do  not  feel  themselves  called  up- 
gn  to  speak  of  the  effect  of  the  bill  upon  the  inle- 
rests  of  the  States,  and  upon  the  welfare  and  eon* 
venience  of  the  people  among  whom  these  seventy 
millions  of  acres  of  refuse  land  lie;  but  to  show 
that  there  can  be  no  conflict  between  the  intcvesn 
of  the  Treasury  and  the  interests  of  the  new  States 
and  their  inhabitants,  from  the  passage  of  the  bin, 
they  take  leave  to  give  it  as  their  opinion  ihmt  the 
measure  will  be  as  beneficial  to  the  new  States  soi 
to  the  Federal  Treasury;  that  the  time  has  fully  ar- 
rived when  the  new  States  should  have  the  «se  oL 
these  refuse  lands  for  taxation,  and  their  inbabitmuM 
should  have  the  use  of  them  for  cultivation,    aad 
that  the  whole  should  become  private  property ;  aad 
that  this  can  belter  be  effected  by  reducing  the  priea 
to  the  value  of  the  lands,  than  by  waiting  indefiiiile 
terms  of  years  for  the  lands  to  rise  to  the  prece&i 
minimum  price. 

The  committee  report  back  the  bill  with  a  recom- 
mendatjon  to  pass  it,  and  they  communicate  to  the 
Senate  the  letter  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
with  his  opinion  to  the  same  effect. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  HUBBABD,  the  report  was 
ordered  to  be  printed,  together  with  ten  thousaad 
extra  copies  for  the  use  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  MERRICK,  on  leave,  and  in  pursuance  of 
notice  given,  introduced  a  bill  to  provide  for  a  free 
bridge  across  the  Eastern  Branch,  at  the  city  of 
Washington,  which  was  read  twice,  and  referred. 

Mr.  ROANE  on  leave,  and  in  pursuance  of 
•notice  given,  introduced  a  joint resonltion  directing, 
the  manner  in  which  cet^^^^  ^^'^^  ^^  *^^  District 
of  Colambia  shaU  be  «<ecviVed;    read  iwloe,  and 
referred.  ** 

Mr.  UYOt^  en  \e^^.  .  Ajjaftnatd  a  bill  to  amend 
the  act  for  ihe  coij^JT^^  *  ^^^^  cfctVMuland  claims 
in  MMiiw:^u:  wa^  i^WV  at<^wltTwd. 

Mtt .  W5BBk^Xi>^\ J  ^0^  ^v\«  WfMld  to- 
mcyrro^  ^  \ea.v^  *  ^k!j'  ^  X^  ^'^^'^^  ^^  ^^  ^^^ 

of  »ci^t^*»^^^^0^^  r 
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Oa  DOlioB  bj  Mr.  RUGGLES,  the  petition  of 
Joha  H.  Hallf  ob  the  files  of  the  last  scfsion,  was 
tfjumnkntdto  the Commitlee  oa  Military  Af« 

BIr.  YOUNG,  on  leave,  and  in  ponoance  of  no- 
lioe^ivea,intiod<ioed  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  John 
W.  Skaimott  and  otbei^  which  was  read  twice, 
and  refieired. 

Abo,  a  bfli  for  the  relief  of  Isabella  Hill  and 
othos;  also,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Ephraim 
Spragne:  serefaJlj  read  twice,  and  referred. 

Mr.  CLAY  of  Alabama  gave  notice  that  he 
voold,  to-morrow,  ask  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  for 
ike  leUefof  eertain  persons  therein  named. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  CLAY  of  Alabama,  the  me- 
aonai  of  John  M.  Moore,  on  the  files  of  the  last 
jessioa,  was  again  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
RibUe  lands. 

Mr.  ftiVES  gave  notice  that  be  woold  to-morrow 
sdt  kare  to  bnn^  in  a  bill  to  explain  and  amend 
Ae  act  for  the  better  organization  of  the  United 
ftites  Marine  Coirps.  ^ 

Mr.  B.  pfeeented  the  petition  of  certain  oflleera 
at  the  mweaue  cutters  of  the  United  States,  asking 
19  be  placed  on  Che  same  footing,  as  topayaod 
cnotomeats,  as  the  officers  of  the  navy:  referred  to 
ihi  Coflsmittee  on  Corameree,  and  ordered  to  be 
fitnAad. 

Mr.  CLkY  o€  Kentnckj,  on  leave,  and  in  pnr- 
miairr  o€  notice  given,  introduced  a  bill  to  amend 
the  act  entiiled  an  act  to  amend  the  .4«>v«Tal  acts  in 
lelatioa  to  copyrights:  read  twice,  anu  i  ;er/ed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  RIVES,  the  petition  and  pa- 
pas of  George  Taylor,  on  the  files  of  the  last  sea- 
sioB,  were  again  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Fonign  Relations. 

The  resohition  submitted  by  Mr.  WALL  on 
Tbvrsday  last,  was  considered  and  adopted. 

The  UQ  from  the  House,  malfing  appropriations 
in  part  for  the  snpport  of  Government  for  the  years 
I83S  and  1839,  was  read  twice,  and  on  motion  of 
Mr.  WRIGHT,  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Fi« 


The  bin  ezplanatoiy  of  the  act  to  regulate  the 
pay  and  etnolnments  of  brevet  officers,  was  read 
^  aecend  time,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Military  AfiTairs. 

The  following  biUs  were  severally  read  the  third 
tine  and  passed: 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  John  Bra- 
liaa,  tale  receiver  of  public  moneys  at  Huntsville,* 


The  hill  for  the  relief  of  William  Jones. 

The  bili  to  establish  an  additional  land  office  in 
the  Stale  of  Alabama. 

SPECIAL  ORDER. 

Hie  bill  to  postpone  the  fourth  instalment  of  the 
deposi/e  act  was  taken  up  as  the  order  of  the  day; 
when 

Mr.  PRESTON  said  his  object  in  ri-sing,  when 
ibis  sobfeec  was  last  before  the  Senate,  was  to  re- 
faie  and  correct  a  misrepresentation  respecting  bis 
position  in  regard  to  it.  He  had  given  his  support 
originally  to  the  measure,  bn  t  it  was  as  a  deposLte  bill, 
nocas  one  for  distribution.  Although  aware  of 
the  necesiiiy  of  getting  rid  of  the  accumulated 
sorpJtis,  had  he  known  iis  practical  effect,  hs  could 
Boi,  except  as  an  extreme  necessity,  have  voted  for 
iL  Wha'  he  had  said  the  other  day  was  applica- 
ble to  the  bill  as  it  was  pmclically  and  in  eiiect — a 
bin  for  distribation  instead  of  deposile.  As  a  de- 
posifeaet  it  provided  that  the  Secretary  of  (he  Trea- 
wy  might  reclaim  the  moneys  from  the  States 
whenever  the  exigencies  of  the  Government  ren- 
defcd  ii  necessary;  but  at  a  subsequent  session  it 
«M  no  amended,  at  the  mstance  of  an  honorable 
Senator  Irom  Pennsylvania,  [Mr.  Buohanan,] 
as  to  take  this  discretion  from  the  Secretary.  When 
it  was  proposed  to  create  a  national  debt,  he  was 
wifiiag  10  have  moved  for  the  recall  of  this  money. 
The  honorable  Senator  from  Virginia  [Mr.  Rrvrs] 
mkl  that  to  have  recalled  it  at  the  last  session,  dur- 
mg  liw  fiscal  embarrassments,  woald  have  been 
rnoons  to  the  States,  and  that  nothing  but  a  foreign 
war  would  be  a  justifiable  cause  for  so  doing;  but 
I  think  that  the  States  could,  by  their  credit, 
hav<»  easily  raised  means  to  pay  off  this  debt  Un- 
der that  state  of  afiairs.  Congress  decided  in  favor 
of  a  national  debt  in  preference  to  reclaiming  the 


deposits  with  the  States.  One  great  benefit  ex<- 
ptcted  Ijrom  the  operation  of  this  act  was,  that  when- 
ever the  GK)vemmeot  was  disposed  to  a  prodigality 
of  expenditure,  the  States  would  be  induced  to  in- 
terpoee  and  arrest  the  evil.  Did  they  do  so?  It 
was  expected  that  whenever  the  wants  of  the  Go- 
vemment  required  more  than  their  immediate 
means,  these  deposites  would  be  a  resource  for  us  to 
draw  on  to  supply  the  deficiency.  Did  we  do  so?  No, 
sir;  we  have  a  natlooal  debt  existing,  on  which 
we  are  paying  interest,  while  the  money  is  still  in  de- 
posite  with  the  States.  Congress  has,  by  its  l^isiation, 
declared  its  most  unequivocal  condemnation  of  the 
deposite  act.  I  do  not  reprobate  the  bill  as  passed, 
but  think  that^  as  no  human  being  entertains  the 
idea  that  this  money  will  be  ever  paid,  the  most 
honest  plan  will  be  to  strike  it  from  the  statute  book 
altogether. 

The  Senator  from  North  Carolina  [Mr.  BaowN] 
has  thought  proper,  in  his  remarks,  to  endeavor  to 
make  the  minority  of  the  body  responsible  for  the 
acts  of  the  majority;  to  make  us  responsible  for  the 
acts  passed  by  the  majority  which  they  may  disco- 
ver to  be  evil,  and  ahK)  for  the  loss  of  measures 
which  aie  defeated,  that  they  may  deem  beneficial. 
In  all  mere  party  matters  the  Administration  have 
the  majority,  and  can  pass  what  acts  they  please. 
If  economy  is  an  Administration  measure,  the 
party  can  give  our  legislation  that  tendency.  He 
has  also  thought  proper  to  refer  to  my  course  on 
the  bill  appropriating  $5,000,000  for  French  spo- 
liations prior  to  1800.  I  cannot  understand  the 
economy  of  refusing  to  pay  an  honest  debt  to  an 
individual  who  holds  my  boiid.  Sir,  I  would  drain 
your  Treasury  to  the  last  cent,  were  it  necessary 
/or  this  purpose.  I  never  supported  a  niggajd 
economy  that  would  defeat  the  ends  of  Government 
by  straiiening  the  means  for  an  efficient  adminis- 
tration of  it.  The  purchase  of  the  library  of  Count 
Bonrtlliini  would  have  reared  a  noble  monument  to 
our  literature,  and  would  have  been  the  means  of 
defiusing  information  which  cannot  be  derived 
from  any  other  source  in  the  United  States.  As  to 
the  paintings,  he  did  not  profess  to  be  a  connoisseur 
in  such  matters,  but  his  proposition  was  to  submit 
the  selection  of  the  paintings  to  competent 
judges.  Though  he  did  not  profess  to  have 
any  great  skill  in  the  fine  arts,  yet  he  had  a  tasie 
for  paintings,  and  he  thought  it  much  better  to  or- 
nament the  halls  of  Congress  with  specimens  of  the 
fine  arts  than  with  barbaric  gold  and  pearl.  He 
was  perfectly  willing  to  incur  the  opprobiom  of 
that  sort  of  extravagance  that  adds  to  the  welfare, 
the  honor,  or  the  glory  of  our  common  country. 

Mr.  BUOWN,  in  reply,  observed  that  he  would 
not  have  made  the  remarks  the  gentleman  referred 
to  on  Thursday  last,  but  for  the  repeated  charges 
made  by  gentlemen  on  the  other  side  of  the  cham- 
ber oC  extravagance  against  the  Administration 
and  its  friends.  It  was  well  known  that  this  was 
one  of  ihe  great  engines  by  which  the  Opposition 
sought  to  prostrate  the  Administration;  and  he  felt 
it,  therefore,  to  be  his  duty  to  show  that  it  and  its 
friends  were  not  responsible  for  the  many  extra- 
vagant appropriations  that  had  been  made  here. 
The  eentleman  tells  ui,  said  Mr.  B.  that  these  ex- 
penditures have  been  founded  on  estimates  fur- 
nished by  the  Executive  Departments;  but  surely  the 
gentleman  did  not  charge  the  minority  with  the 
annual  estimates  of  the  Departments;  and  he  surely 
did  not  rec4>?lect  that  Congress:,  in  its  appropriations 
of  the  last  session,  exceeded  the  estimates  some 
ten  or  twelve  millions.  Surely  the  gentleman 
woold  not  say  that  the  Administration  was 
responsible  for  this  excess.  When  he  address- 
ed the  Senate  last  on  this  subject,  he  took  occasion 
to  say  that,  if  the  ayes  and  noes  were  examined,  it 
would  be  found  that  at  least  two-thirds  of  those 
voting  for  these  extravagant  expenditures  were  in 
the  ranks  of  the  Opposition*  It  was  because  some 
few  friends  of  the  Administration  voted  with  the 
great  body  of  the  Opposition  that  these  appropria- 
tions had  been  got  through.  It  was  well  known 
that,  for  several  years  past,  this  body  was  nearly  in 
an  equilibrium,  and  that  a  very  few  of  the  Ad- 
ministration party  voting  with  the  Opposition  ena- 
bled them  to  carry  through  these  appropriations 
which  enabled  them  tince  to  raise  the  charge  of  ex- 
travagance against  the  former.    It  was  wiUi  the  de- 


termination not  to  sufl*er  himself  and  the  party  with 
which  he  acted  to  be  identified  with  ihcAe  extrava- 
gant expenditures,  that  he  felt  called  on  lo  make  the 
explanadon  which  he  did  on  Thursday  last.  The 
honorable  gentleman  surely  did  not  recollect  that  the 
friends  of  the  Administration  had,  until  within  a  few 
years  past, been  in  a  minority  in  this  body,  and  did 
the  gentleman  hold  the  Administration  responsible 
fox  expenditures  voted  for  by  a  majority  opposed 
lo  it?  If  he  did,  it  was  a  new  kind  of  political  ca- 
suistry not  very  consistent  with  justice.  The  gen- 
tleman spoke  with  regard  to  the  five  millions  he 
proposed  to  give  to  the  merchants  for  French  spo- 
liations prior  to  1800;  also,  lo  the  |40,000  he  wish- 
ed to  appropriate  for  the  purchase  of  paintings,  as 
well  as  the  |50,000  he  wished  to  lay  out  in  a  libra- 
ry. The  gentleman  also  spoke  of  his  liberal  views, 
Ukd  his  regard  for  the  fine  arts.  Now  he  had  no 
objection  to  the  gentleman  indulging  bis  liberal! • 
ty,  but  he  certainly  did  object  to  his  doing  so,  and 
afterwards  charging  the  Administration  and  its 
friends  with  the  extravagance  it  led  to.  He  ad- 
mired the  taste  of  the  gentleman  for  the  fii^  arts, 
and  bad  no  objection  to  his  indulging  it;  it  was  a 
refined  and  noble  taste;  but  Congress  had  no  con- 
stitutional power  to  encourage  the  fine  arts,  and  it 
was  a  matter  nkore  proper  for  the  exercise  of  the 
gentlemen^  own  private  liberality. 

With  regard  to  the  Sub-Treasurers  to  whom  the 
gentleman  alluded,  and  some  of  whom  had  es- 
caped from  the  United  States,  he  would  only  ob- 
serve that  the  gentleman  might  with  great  justice 
have  spoken  ctf  the  banks  through  whose  aid  they 
perpetrated  their  frauds.  It  was  apart  of  the  de- 
posite bank  system,  that  through  the  means  of 
these  banks,  these  frauds  were  so  long  concealed. 
It  was  because  the  officers  of  the  Government  of 
the  United  States  had  no  means  of  looking  into 
the  vaolta  of  these  banks,  that  these  men  were  en- 
abled to  conceal  their  defalcations.  Had  there 
been  a  Sub-Treasury — if  the  officers  of  the  Go- 
vernment had  had  the  right  of  looking  into  the 
safety  of  the  public  money,  there  would  have  been 
none  of  these  (rands  committed.  It  was  because 
She  public  money  was  put  in  the  vaults  of  the 
banks,  where  all  serotiay  into  its  safety  was  pre- 
cluded that  these  frauds  had  been  so  long  con- 
cealed. « 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  CLAY'S 
amendment  to  postpone  the  instalment  to  the  1st  of 
January,  1840,  and  decided  in  the  negative— yeas 
17,  nays  26,  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.   Calhoun,  Clay  of  Kentucky, 
Clayton,   Crittenden,  Davis,  Poster,  Knight.  Mer- 
rick, Prentiss,  Rives,  Robbins,  Rnc:^les,  Smith  of 
Indiana,   Spence,   Swift,   Tallroadge,    and   Tip 
ton— 17. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Brown,  Bucha- 
nan, Clay  of  Alabama,  Fulton,  Hubbard,"  King, 
Lumpkin,  Lyon,  Morris,  Nicholas,  Nnrvell, 
Pierce,  Preston,  Roane,  Robinson,  Smith  of  Con- 
necticut, Strange,  Walker,  Wall,  Willianis  oC 
Maine,  Williams  of  Misi^issippi,  Wrighr,  and 
Young— 26. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading,  without  a  division. 

The  following  bills  were  Jakcn  up  and  considered 
as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  ordered  to  be 
engrossed  for  a  third  reading: 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  William  E.ist. 

The  bill  to  prevent  the  counterfeiting  of  foreign 
coin,  and  for  the  punishmeut  thersof. 

The  bill  to  punish  cenain  ofieuces  against  the 
United  States. 

The  bill  confirming  the  sales  of  certain  reserva- 
tions. 

The  bill  granting  to  the  county  of  Kalamazoo, 
State  of  Michigan,  the  right  of  pre-emption  to 
certain  quarter  sections  of  the  public  lands. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Newton. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Jean  B.  Valle- 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Laureni  B.  Millandon. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Waiter  Loorais  and 
Abel  Gay,  with  an  amendment. 

The  bill  for  completing  certain  roads  commen- 
ced by  the  United  States  in  the  Stale  of  M.Vhigan, 
was  taken  up,  and  on  the  question  of  ordering  it  to 
be  eagrossea  the  vote  was  yeas  16,  nays  16;  lost. 
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Mr.  MORRIS  gave  notice  that  to-morrow  he 
would  move  for  a  reconsideration  of  this  vote. 

The  bill  for  the  continuation  of  the  Cumberland 
road  was  postponed  and  made  the  order  of  the  day 
for  Wednesday  week. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  HUBBARD, 

The  Senate  went  into  the  consideration  of  Exe- 
cutive business;  and  alter  the  door*  were  opened— 

The  bill  to  amend  the  act  to  require  the  judges  of 
Kasi  and  West  Tennessee  to  hold  a  court  at  Jack- 
Kon,  in  June,  was  read  the  second^  lime,  and  consi* 
dwed  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  ordered 
to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

Mr.  1)AV1S  gave  notice  that  he  would  to-mor- 
row ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Irvine  Shnbrick. 

Mr.  CLAY  of  Alabama  submitted  the  following 
resolution,  which  was  considered  and  adopted: 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Public 
Lands  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  making  provision  by  law  for  the  discontinuance 
of  the  office  of  Surveyor  General  in  the  several 
States  embracing  ihe  public  lands,  as  soon  as  the 
•urveys,  plats,  etc.  can  be  completed;  and  also  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  establishing  land 
districts  in  which  the  public  lands  have  been  sold, 
or  in  which  the  sales  have  become  inadequate  to 
defray  the  expenses  of  the  land  officera  therein,  or 
to  annex  such  districts  to  others  necessary  to  be 
continued. 

Mr.  STRANGE  presented  the  petition  of 

Ferguson,  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Post  Office  and  Post  Roalds. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  STRANGE,  the  petition  and 
papers  of  Dr.  —  Cameron  on  the  files  of  the  last 
session,  were  again  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Revolutionary  Claims. 

Mr.  ROBINSON  gave  notice  that  he  would  to- 
morrow ask  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  establish 
a  Surveyor  General's  Office  in  the  State  of  Illinois. 

The  Senate  then  adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES, 
Monday,  December  17,  1838. 

Mr.  FRY  asked  leave  to  submit  the  following 
resolutioQ: 

Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  communicate  to  tbis  House  (if  not 
incompatible  with  the  publid  intercsi)  whether, 
since  the  commencement  of  the  presoii  .'ession  of 
Congress,  any  call  has  been  made  upon  iho  Execu- 
tive Department  of  this  Governmen',  jy  the  Go- 
vernor of  Pennsylvania,  for  an  armed  lorce  of  Uni- 
ted States  troops,  and  what  (official)  correspond- 
ence (if  any)  has  taken  place  between  him  and  the 
Governor  of  said  State  in  relation  to  said  call;  and 
whether  any  arms,  powder,  ball,  er  buckshot,  or 
other  munitions  of  war,  have  been  furnished  by 
the  United  States  to  any  of  the  troops  in  Pennsylva- 
nia, recently  called  out  by  order  of  the  Executive 
of  that  State. 

Objection  being  made, 

Mr.  F.  moved  a  suspension  of  the  rules;  on  which 
motion, 

Mr.  BEATT7  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays, 
which  were  ordered. 

Mr.  WISE  said  if  it  was  in  order,  he  should  like 
the  gentleman  to  state  the  object  of  the  resolution. 
Mr.  W.  did  not  know  that  he  bad  any  particular 
objection  to  it. 

l]he  CHAIR  said  it  would  not  be  in  order  but  by 
the  unanimous  consent  of  the  House. 

Mr.  FRY  said  he  had  no  objection  if  the  House 
would  indulge  him.    (Cries  of  "No!"  "No!") 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and  the  rules  were 
suspended— yeas  138,  nays  55,  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Adams,  Alexander,  Anderson, 
Andrews,  Atherton,  Banks,  Beatty,  Beers,  Beirne, 
Bell,  Bicknell,  Biddle,  Birdsall,  Bond,  Boon,  Bor- 
den, Bouldin,  Brodhead,  Bron«on,  John  Calhoon, 
Cambreleng,  William  B.  Campbell,  John  Camp- 
bell, Carter,  Casey,  Chaney,  Cheatham,  Clark, 
Coffin,  Coles,  Connor,  Crabb,  Cashing,  Cushman, 
Darlington,  Dayee,  Dromgoole,  Edwards,  Farring- 
ton,  FaiTfield,  Isaac  Fletcher,  Foster,  Fry,  Gallup, 
James  Garland,  Rice  Garland,  Glascock,  Gk)ode, 
William  Graham,  Grant,  Graves,  Gray,  Grennell, 
Griffin,  Haley,  Hammond,  Harrison,  Hawes, 
Hawking  Haynw,  Henry,  Herod,  Holt,  Howard, 


Hubley,  Ingham,  Thomas  B.  Jackson,  Jabez  Jack- 
son, Henry  Johnson,  Joseph  Johnson,  Nathaniel 
Jones,  Keim,  Kemble,  Kennedy,  .Klingensnritb, 
Leadbetter,  Lewis,  Loomis,  Lyon,  Mallory,  Mar- 
vin, Martin,  Maury,  McKay,  Robert  McClellan, 
Abraham  McClellan,  Miller,  Montgomery,  Moore, 
Morgan,  Mathias  Morris,  Samuel  W.  Morris, 
Calvary  Morris,  Naylor,  Noble,  Parker,  Parmen- 
ter,  Parris,  Pkynlcr,  Peck,  Pennybackcr,  Phelps, 
Potts,  Pratt,  Rariden,  Reily,  Ridgway,  John  Ro- 
bertson, Edward  Robinson,  Ruinsey,  Sawyer,  Shef- 
fer,  Augustine  H.  Shepperd,  Charles  Shepard, 
Shields,  Sbeplor,  Smith,  Snyder,  Southgafe,  Spen- 
cer, Stuart,  Stone,  Swearingen,  Taliaferro,  Titus, 
Toland,  Touccy,  Towns,  Tumey,  Albert  S.  While, 
John  White,  Whittlesey,  Jared  W.  Williams, 
Joseph  L.  Williams,  Wise,  Word,  and  Yell— 138. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Heman  Allen,  John  W,  Allen, 
Aycrigg,  Briggs,  William  B.  Calhoun,  Chambers, 
Childs,  Clowney,  Corwin,  Craig,  Cranston,  Crock- 
ett, Davies,  Dennis,  Dunn,  Ei^ans,  Everett,  Ewing, 
Richard  Fletcher,  Fillmore,  Giddings,  Grantland, 
Halsted,  Harper,  Hastings,  Hopkins,. Jenifer,  Lin- 
coln, James  M.  Mason,  Samson  Mason,  Maxwell, 
McKennan,  Mercer,  Mitchell,  Noyes,  Ogle,  Pearce, 
Putnam,  Randolph,  Reed,  Rives,  Russell,  Salton- 
stall,  Sibley,  Stanly,  Stratton,  Thomas,  Tillingbast, 
Underwood,  Vail,  Webs>ter,  Sherrod  Williams, 
Christopher  H.  Williams,  and  Yorke — 55. 

The  resolution  being  before  ibe  House, 

Mr.  GUSHING  submitted  the  following  amend- 
ment, which  Mr.  FRY  accepted  as  a  modification: 

"And  whether  any  officer  of  the  United  States  in- 
stigated or  participated  in  certain  late  riotous  pro- 
ceedings in  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  as  alleged 
in  the  proclamation  of  the  Governor  of  said  State; 
and  what  measures,  if  any,  the  President  has  taken 
to  investigate  and  punish  said  acus;  and  whether 
such  officers  still  remain  in  the  service  of  the  United 
States.»» 

Mr.  BIDDLE  said  he  did  not  rise  to  combat  this 
resolution;  yet  it  was  to  be  regretted  that,  at  a  time 
when  excitement  appeared  to  be  subsiding  else- 
where, an  attempt  should  be  made  to  revive  it 
here.  Might  it  not  seem  abroad  to  spring  from  a 
wish  to  inflame  and  exasperate,  rather  than  from 
a  grave  and  sincere  pursuit  of  information?  Why 
this  parade  about  bwkshot,  &c.1  Did  it  not  betray 
a  feeling  which  lurked,  say  unconsciously,  beneath 
a  fair  outside?  Mr.  B.  would  not  be  drawn  into  a 
discussion  of  the  pretext  which  had  led  to  violence 
and  outrage,  although  prepared  to  do  so.  It 
was  a  cunning  device,  by  long  articles  which 
few  would  take  the  trouble  to  master,  to  dis- 
tract attention  from  the  point  which  must  cause  all 
thoughtful  men  to  regard  these  transactions  with 
astonishment  and  shame.  When  the  mutineers,  in 
1783,  placed  men  with  fixed  bayopets  at  the  doors 
of  Congress,  and  compelled  an  adjournment  to 
Princeton,  no  one  stopped  to  inquire  what  their 
pretended  "  grievances"  were.  There  was  a  burst 
of  indignatioik  over  the  whole  country,  and  Gene- 
ral Washington  instantly  despatched  a  military 
force  10  the  scene  of  violence.  Mr.  B.  would  no 
more  pause  to  examine  these  pretexts  than  if  the 
same  mob  had  rushed  into  the  court-house  and 
driven  out  judge  and  jury,  on  the  pretended  appre- 
hension of  an  unjust  verdict.  No  one  would  think 
it  necessary  to  enter  into  ihe  details  of  the  case  be- 
fore expressing  his  deep  and  honest  indignation  at 
what  must  break  up  all  government  and  all  securi- 
City  for  life  and  property.  Mr.  B.  repeated  his  re- 
gret that  his  honorable  colleague  had  thought  it 
expedient  thus,  like  the  son  of  Noah,  to  lay  bare 
to  the  derisive  gaze. of  the  world  that  over  which'a 
pious  tenderness  would  rather  have  thrown  a 
mantle. 

Mr.  PETRIKIN  said  he  should  have  silently 
voted  for  this  resolution  if  the  Democracy  of  Penn- 
sylvania (who  were  peaceably  resisting  the  u.surpa- 
tions  which  the  Bank-Whig-Abolitionists  of  that 
Slate  were  now  attempting  to  perpetrate)  had  not 
been  stigmatised  by  his  colleague  [Mr.  Biddle]  as 
a  mob.  He  would  not  be  doing  his  duty  if  be  were 
silently  to  snffisr  the  Independent  freemen  of  his  na- 
tive State  to  be  thus  slandered.  He  now  repelled 
the  gross  charge  with  that  indignation  which  it 
merits.  He  said  be  had  been  habituated  to  see,  in 
the  Bank*Whig-AbolitioQ  newspapers,  and  to  hear 


from  their  partisaW^i  the  whole  vocabulary  of  bit- 
lingsgate  ransack*?^  and  exhausted,  to  find  oppro- 
brious epithets  te  apply  to  a  people  who  dared  to  is. 
Bert    their  rights  agarnst  the  domineering  Bink* 
Aristocracy.    They   have   been    pleased  to  style 
them    mobs,    swinish   multitude,   jacobins,  do- 
organizers,  destructives,  dirty  shirts,  looo  focos^urii 
every  other  name  which  this  self-styled  "decency 
party^'  in  their  fruitful  imaginations  eonld  invent 
to  render  the  Democniqy  of  Pennsylvania,  odions 
at  home  and  abroad — taking  care  always  to  combine, 
as  in  the  present  instance,  those  epithets  with  a  false 
statement  of  facts.    He  said  he  had  just  retnnkcd 
from  Harrisburg,  and  saw  no  mob  there,  unless  the 
military  brought  from  Philadelphia,  in  direct  vio- 
lation of  the  constitution  and  laws  of  the  State,  by 
Governor  Rttner  and  his  Bank-Whig-Antimasonie- 
Abolition  advisers,  to  shoot  down  the  unarmed  citi- 
zens of  Pennsylvania,  be  that  mob.     He  saw  that 
mob,  armed,  and  furnished  with  cartridges  and 
ball  and  buckshot  to  shoot  down,  he  won kl  reite- 
rate, the  unarmed  citizens  of  his  State,  who  were 
peaceably  and  constitutionally  asserting  their  rights^ 
and  at  the  same  time  declaring  their  intention  to 
support  the  constitution  and  laws  in  their  pari ty>and 
to  prevent  the  usurpation  of  all  the  powers  of  the 
Gfovemment  by  a  band  of  unprincipled  dema- 
gogues, who  were  attempting  to  set  aside  the  wtS 
of  the  majority,  fairly  and  clearly  expressed,  as 
they  had  previously  attempted  to  corrupt  and  de- 
stroy the  elective  franchise  at  the  recent  general 
election. 

Mr.  P.  said  he  saw  at  Harrisbuig  what  is  an 
anomaly  in  the  United  States,  and  he  believed  also 
in  the  despotic  governments  of  Europe,  in  modern 
days  at  least,  the  military  furnished  with  cartridges, 
consisting  of  ball  and  three  buckshot,  to  'fire  upon 
an  unarmed  people.    He  had  brought  one  with 
him  (holding  it  up  to  view)  to  exhibit  to  citizens  of 
all  parts  of  the  Union;  and  let  ihem  anticipate  what 
the  people  are  to  expect  from  the  tender  mercies  of 
the  Bank-Whig-Antimasons  and  Abolitionists,  if 
unfortunately  their  party  should  get  the  €k)veni- 
ment  into  their  hands.    Yes,  sir,  he  said,^is  is  an 
earnest  of  what  the  peeple  may  expect  if  ever  the 
country  should  be  cursed  by  an  administration 
amalgamated  of  such  materials.    We  will  then  see 
the  armed  soldiery  throughout  the  Union,   as  they 
now  are  in  Pennsylvania,  famished  with  the  same 
kind  of  munitions,  to  shoot  down  the  people  if  they 
assemble  peaceably  to  assert  their  rights.     It  was, 
•  in  the  estimation  of  this  same  Bank-Whi^   P^rtJ* 
wickedly  cruel  to  use  buckshot  cartridges    during 
the  war  of  1812  against  the  enemies  of  our  conn- 
try;  but  it  now  is  perfectly  humane  and   right  to 
use  them  against  our  own  citizens. 

Sir,  said  Mr.  P.  we  hear  complaints  made  that 
the  United  States  officers  are  at  Harrisbui]^,  parti- 
cipating in  what  the  gentleman  and  his  partisaiu 
call  a  mob.  I  saw  more  than  one  person  there  whci 
are  officers  under  the  United  States  Government, 
and  who  were  brought  there,  not  of  their  own 
volition,  bill  by  Governor  Ritner  and  his  parti- 
sans—dragged from  their  homes,  their  family,  aaiS 
their  business,  by  his  unlawful  and  arbitrary  nuLn 
date,  to  shoot  down  their  peaceable  and  anarine 
fellow-citizens.  The  gentleman,  in  his  haste  t 
join  in  the  cry  against  the  officers  of  the  Unite 
States  Government,  foiigets  to  tell  us  that  an  office 
of  that  Government,  one  of  the  '*dteenqf  p«r^, 
like  himself,  has  furnished  Governor  Ritner  a.i] 
his  people  with  fixed  ammunition  to  slaughter  tt 
peaceable  citizens  of  Pennsylvania.  This  psurT  < 
the  story  he  wishes  kept  behind  the  curtain,  ax 
he  will,  no  doubt,  applaud  this  violation  of  duty  h 
that  officer;  but  if  a  citizen  officer  under  the  Ux&ite 
States  Government  happen  to  say  that  the  peopi 
ought  to  rule,  and  are  right,  then  be  and  bis  part 
join  in  the  hue  and  cry,  not  only  a^^ainst  the  ixtd 
vidual,  but  the  Government  also. 

If  people,  peaceably  assembled  to  prevexxt   t]  i 
usurpation  o.  lue^-  --*'>/'=,  and  the  subversioit     i 
the  consiiiuiion  aurt  \t\^^'  U'  e^i  i.  by  abandon*  ; 
^.  .  ,^.K  :-  .u.  esiimati.   i 
Mr. 
_  _    ,       ^._  peop 

whether  they  btT  Jr^tV^x f-^'^"^^  %vffin\sh tnultitnc 
Jacc\)\ii,lioco   -^^^Xx  ^v  ^  ^^1  ^Wtevet  natne   th    i 
inaL3  \jc  slaved,     •y^^    C  av^^^  ^^"^  ««Mn8  the    '■ 
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Selves  in  Pennsylvania,  are  ready  to  assert  their 
rights  against  all  encroachments,  from  whatever 
qaarter  they  may  be  attacked,  whether  by  foreign 
invaders  or  domestictraitors.  As  to  the  resplation 
before  ths  Honse,  he  thought  it  ought  to  pass,  that 
the  representatives  of  the  people,  and  the  people 
themselves,  should  know  by  what  authority  the 
arms  and  ammuniiion  of  the  United  States  had 
been  furnished  to  uae  against  the  peaceable  citi- 
zens of  his  State.  |ie  had  no  doubt,  however,  that 
the  gentleman  [Mr.  Biddle]  and  his  party  would 
much  rather  not  let  this  oiitrage  upon  toeir  brethren 
in  Pennsylvania  come  before  the  public  in  an  offi- 
cial and  authentic  way,  that  cannot  be  denied. 
.  Mr,  NAYLOR  rose  and  said  that  be  would  vote 
for  the  resolution  as  it  had  been  modified;  but  that 
M  (he  same  time  he  must  express  the  hearty  regret 
ivhich  he  felt  that  this  subject  had  been  brought  be- 
[oi6  the  House  in  the  form  in  which  it  now  stood. 
Eie  congratulated  the  country,  however,  if  indeed 
I  was  a  cause  of  congratulation,  that  the  members 
>f  the  Administration  party  were  themselves  be- 
ginning to  move  for  inquiries.  He  knew  what  the 
object  of  the  inquiry  was,  so  soon  as  the  nootion 
ras  submitted  this  morniog.  He  knew  ftiat  its  ob- 
ect  was  political  effect  and  political  excitement, 
t  was  to  furnijih  paragraphs  lo  the  Globe,  and  to 
ustain  the  officers  of  the  Government  of  the  United 
llaces  in  their  efforts  to  usurp,  through  t>»  medium 
>!'  a  mob,  the  Government  of  the  State  of  Penn 
lylvania. 

i  do  not  recollect  (continued  Mr.  N  )  that  my  lio- 
konble colleague  who, first  addressru  ine  Hoose 
Mr.  Bidolb]  said  any  thing  about  the  persons  en- 
{8ged  in  this  matter  at  Harrisburg.  I  do  notrecoliect 
bat  be  said  any  thing  to  call  forth  the  warlike  ire  of 
lim  who  had  just  preceded  me  [Mr.  PsraiaiN.]  But 
say  now,  in  my  place,  and  1  know  exactly  what 
;  say,  that  they  were  for  the  most  part  a  mob — 
nen,  some  of  them,  going  from  the  county  of  Phi- 
adelphia,  having  no  interest  in  Harrisburg,  led  on 
>y  the  officers  of  the  General  Government,  for  the 
lurpose  of  declaring  to  the  Legislature,  assembled 
meter  the  constitution  and  the  laws,  that  thus  they 
JHould  do,  that  *Mhus  far  they  should  go,  and  no 
artlier.^' 

But  yet  the  gentleman  [Mr.  Pjct&ikin]  says  that 
hese  men  were  peaceable  citizens,  and  no  mob. 
jet  me  state  a  facu  I  have  myself  received  letters 
ince  my  arrival  in  this  city,  since  the  commence- 
nent  of  these  disturbances,  telling  me—yes,  ^r, 
Homing  me-^appealing  to  my  fears,  and  telling 
ue  that  if  I  dared  to  come  here  and  attempt  to  take 
ny  seat-^  seat  to  which  I  had  been  honored  bv  a 
nsjorityof  nearly  a  thousand — the  same  men  who 
lad  figured  in  these  scenes  at  Harrisburg  would 
hrong  your  hall,  would  speak  from  your  gallery,  and 
Irive  you,  sir,  from  that  Chair !  I  appeal  to  the 
|eople  of  the  country — I  ask  every  man  in  this 
louse,  be  he  a  Democrat  or  what  he  may,  to  what* 
iver  party  he  may  belong^I  appeal  to  you,  as  the 
lescendants  of  the  men  of  '7&--I  ask  you,  what 
hjnk  you  of  those  who  would  make  such  threats? 
ire  they  peaceful,  law  abiding  citizens,  or  are  they 
i  mobi  1  ask  you  whether  you  intend  to  sustain 
hcse  men  in  the  work  of  wrong,  of  outrage  and 
isurpation,  which  they  have  commenced? 

Mr.  Speaker,  ( know  something  of  the  controver- 
.y  now  going  on  at  Harrisburg.  I  have  indeed  oc- 
»sion  to  know  something  about  it,  for  the  immedi- 
ite  and  primary  cause  of  the  whole  wasan  uiiempt 
o  cheat  me  out  of  my  right  to  a  seat  on  this  floor, 

0  which  I  was  elected  by  a  large  majority  of  the 
reemen  of  the  third  Congressional  district  of  Penn- 
yl vania — the  people  whom  I  represent.    And,  sir, 

1  it  be  not  out  of  place  here,  seeing  that  much  has 
)cen  said  of  an  indefinite  character  by  the  gentle- 
nan  who  immediately  preceded  me,  [Mr.  Petri- 
tiN,]  I  will  briefiy  relate,  in  order  that  the  people 
nay  know,  what  are  the  causes  of  the  unhappy  con- 
roversy  now  going  on  at  Harrisburg,  if  such  an 
mtsageoan  be  called  a  controversy. 

These  subjects,  Mr.  Speaker,  have  been  all  allu- 
led  to.  Deeply  as  I  am  interested  in  them«  and 
leeply  as  I  believe  the  henor  of  my  State,  and  of 
hose  whom  I  represent  here  to  be  involved  in  them, 
itill  I  should  have  said  nothing  about  them  had 
hev  not  been  alluded  to  by  the  gentleman  who  last 
addressed  the  House,  [Mr.  Pktwkin.] 


Mr.  PETRIKIN  was  understood  to  disclaim  al- 
lusion to  these  things. 

Mr«  NAYLOR  resumed.  Sir,  the  gentleman 
has  talked  of  Whig  mobs,  of  Bankltes,  of  Biddle- 
ites,  of  Ritnerites,  and  all  other  kinds  of  Uea  that 
run  so  vividly  through  his  imagination.  For  my- 
self, I  know  no  such  distinction.  I  speak  of  my 
people  as  th^  American  people,  as  my  countrymen; 
when  they  are  right,  I  will  sustain  them,  without 
regard  to  party;  and  when  they  are  wrong,  I  must 
commiserate  their  errors,  while  at  the  same  time  I 
oppose  them.  The  whole  controversy  arises,  as  I 
have  said,  from  an  unhallowed  attempt,  by  fraud 
and  violence,  to  take  from  me  my  seat  on  this 
floor! 

The  CHAIR  here  interposed,  and  said  that  the 
question  as  to  the  right  of  any  party  to  a  seat  in 
this  House  was  not  now  under  discussion,  and  that 
any  debate  directed  to  that  point  was  out  of  order. 

Mr.  NAYLOR  resumed.  1  am  not  going  to  as- 
sert my  right  to  a  seau  This  House,  I  know,  has 
not  the  right  to  decide  on  that  question.  When  I 
present  myself  here  in  the  legislative  Hall  of  my 
couRir>,  as,  God  willing,  I  intend  to  do,  in  defiance 
of  the  empty  threats  and  the  loudly  dcnoimccd  ter- 
rors of  these  men,  it  will  then  be  for  the  House 
to  determine  whether  I  shall  take  my  seat,  or 
whether  they  will  hallow  fraud,  trample  on  the  suf- 
frages of  the  people  I  represent,  by  aiding  another 
person  in  the  usurpation  of  it,  because  he  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Administration  party!  I  say,  then,  that 
I  am  not  about  to  show  that  I  am  entitled  to  a  seat 
in  ihe  Twenty-sixth  Congress,  except  for  the  mere 
purpose  of  connecting  this  matter  with  the  other, 
that  the  whole  subject  may  be  understood;  for,  with- 
out a  knowledge  of  the  one, you  cannot  understand 
the  other.  For  this  purpose,  I  want  to  go  into  the 
history  of  the  transaction;  and  as  the  gentleman 
who  has  preceded  me  has  gone  so  ,wide  of  the 
mark,  and  prated  of  blood  and  war,  and  the  majes- 
ty of  the  assembled  people  at  Harrisburg,  I  hope  I 
may  be  permitted  to  follow  him,  so  far  at  least  as 
to  reply  to  his  statements,'  and  disclose  the  whole 
trutli!  I  ask  for  liberty  to  speak  the  truth!  Not  to 
advocate  any  party,  but  merely  to  state  the  trtUh! 
And  will  you  deny  me  this  reasonable  boon? 

The' CHAIR  again  interposed,  and  said  that  he 
did  not  understand  that  either  of  the  gentleman^ 
colleagues  had  entered  upon  the  merits  of  this 
question,  nor  was  it  in  order  so  to  do.  Any  thing 
I  elating  to  the  resolution  was  in  order. 

Mr.  NAYLOR  resumed.  I  understand  the  reso- 
lution perfectly.  My  colleague  [Mr.  Pctrixin] 
has  stated  that  these  gasons  engaged  at  Harris- 
burg were  not  a  mob,  biTi  that  they  were  the  as- 
sembled Democracy  of  Pennsylvania,  peaceably 
obeying  the  requisitions  of  duty  I  I  take  issue  with 
him  on  that  point,  and  I  wish  to  refer  to  the  history 
of  these  transactions,  to  show  that  the  position  he 
has  assumed  cannot  be  maintained. 

After  another  interposition  on  the  part  of  the 
CHAIR,  in  which  the  Chair  directed  the  attention 
of  Mr.  N.  to  the  subject-matter  of  the  resolution, 
and  the  facts  connected  therewith — 

Mr.  NAYLOR  resumed.  Well,  then,  as  I  can- 
not state  the  tnUhj  but  can  state  ihtfactSy  even,  I 
suppose,  if  they  are  true,  I  will  mention  as  the  J^ 
fact — a  fact  which  is  conceded  on  all  sides — ^that  I 
was  elected  a  member  of  the  Twenty-sixth  Con- 
gress. 

I  sute  another  fact,  that  certain  persons  in  Phila- 
delphia, assisted  by  officers  of  the  General  Grovern- 
ment,'one  of  them  the  man  who  has  been  most  ac- 
tive in  the  disturbances  at  Harrisburg,  resolved  to 
cheat  me  out  of  the  due  returns  for  my  seat.  That 
is  another  fact — an  incantrovertible  fact,  which  no 
man  who  has  the  least  regard  for  truth  will  deny. 

I  assert,  as  the  third  fact,  that  these  men,  and 
amongst  them  this  officer  of  the  General  Govern- 
ment and  the  man  who  was  my  opponent— the 
man  who,  had  he  lived  in  the  days  which  **tried 
men's  souls,"  "would  have  been  a  Tory,"  went 
before  the  seventeen  return  judges  and  endeavored 
to  get  ten  of  them  to  make  a  partial  return  of  the 
county  of  Philadelphia — such  a  return  as  would 
suit  their  own  purposes. 

The  CHAIR  said  all  this  was  entirely  out  of 
crder. 

Mr.  IJAYLOR.    The  members  of  the  Adminis- 


tration party  move  for  inquiries.  0,  yrs,  they 
must  occasionally  have  an  inquiry;  but,  sir,  they  hate 
to  hear  die  truth;  they  would  trample  upon  it;  rhey  . 
would  stifle  it.  If  I  cannot  speak  the  troth  here,  I 
can  at  least  do  so  over  my  own  name  in  the  news- 
papers. Yes,  sir,  I  can  speak  the  truth  there  in  de- 
fiance of  them;  and  wiU  do  it!  The  whole  story 
shall  be  told. 

The  CHAIR  again  called  to  order. 

Mr.  NAYLOR.  Well,  sir,  these  ten  return 
judges  did  do  as  they  were  commanded.  They  did 
make  a  return,  such  as  had  been  required,  of  some- 
thing upwards  of  two-thirds  of  the  votes  of  the 
county.  The  other  judges  would  have  made  a 
correct  return,  and  b^ged  for  hours,  in  the  Hall 
of  Indedendence,  in  Philadelphia,  to  be  allowed  to 
make  a  full  and  correct  return  for  the  whole  county. 
But,  sir — 

The  CHAIR  said  the  gentleman  was  out  of  or* 
der. 

Mr.  NAYLOR  said  he  knew  that  iruth  some- 
times was  a  very  disagreeable  thing* 

And  then  Mr.  N.  took  his  seat. 

Mr.  BIRDSALL  rose,  and  was  understood  to 
say  that,  as  he  did  not  see  that  any  useful  object 
could  be  attained  by  protracting  this  debate,  he 
would  move  the  previous  questk>n. 

Mr.  NAYLOR  claimed  the  floor.  He  had  not 
yielded  it,  except  in  obedience  to  what  he  under- 
stood to  be  the  injunction  of  the  Chair  that  he 
should  take  his  seat. 

The  CHAIR  .^aid  he  had  understood  the  gentle* 
man  from  Pennsylvania  as  having  yielded  the 
floor. 

Mr.  WISE  moved  that  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania  have  leave  to  proceed  in  order. 

The  CHAIR  said  that  that  motion  would  take 
precedence  of  the  demand  for  the  previous  qaes- 
tion.  The  question,  however,  could  only  be  put 
on  'cave  to  proceed  in  order,  as  no  member  could, 
by  the  rules,  have  leave  to  procec  d  out  of  order. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  demanded  on  the  mo- 
tion for  leave,  which  were  ordered',  and,  being 
taken,  were — ^Yeas  160;  Nays  38. 

So  leave  was  granted  to  Mr.  Navlor  to  proceed 
with  his  remarks. 

Mr.  NAYLOR  then  resumed.  Mr.  Speaker,  I 
am  at  a  loss  to  know  what  is  in  order.  A  moment 
ago,  it  was  in  order,  as  I  understood,  for  my  col- 
league ,(Mr.  Psitrtkin)  to  bandy  harsh  epithets,  to 
call  a  portion  of  the  Legislature  of  Pennsylvania 
-  iSankites,  Anti-masons,  Ritnerites,  and  Federalists; 
to  say  that  the  men  who  had  been  carrying  on  their 
movements  at  Harrisburg  were  not  a  mob,  but  the 
Democracy  of  Pennsylvania  assembled  in  iheir  ma- 
jerty,  and  peacefully  and  legally  asserting  their 
rights.  And  now  I  understand  t^at  it  is  not  fli  or- 
der to  disprove  these  allegationij,  maintain  the  side 
of  the  law  and  constitution,  and  to  vindicate  the 
officers  of  the  law! 

The  CHAIR  said  his  decision  had  been  that  it 
was  not  in  order  to  wander  from  the  subject  before 
the  House,  by  entering  into  questions  connecte;d. 
with  the  election  returns  in  Pennsylvania. 

Mr.  NAYLOR  resumed.  What  I  say  is,  then— 
and  I  speak  with  entire  rerpect  to  the  Chair — that 
it  is  impossible  for  me  to  controvert  any  of  the  po- 
sitions assumed  by  my  colleague  unless  I  am  per- 
mitted to  state  facts,  inUh;  and  if  it  be  out  of  order 
to  state  the  truths  then  I  have  nothing  more  m  say ! 

The  CgAIR  said  that  the  only  desire  of  the 
Chair  was  to  confine  the  debate  wiihiu  its  proper 
limits,  although  sometimes  remarks  were  made 
which  it  was  not  in  the  power  of  the  Chair  to  arrest 
on  the  moment.  It  was  possible,  in  the  present 
case,  that  the  true  boundary  had  been  exceeded  b(  * 
fore  the  gentleman  from  Penns3l\'ania  [Afr.  Nat- 
lor]  rose.  Bat  the  Chair  mast  look  strictly  to  the 
subject-matter  of  the  resolution.  There  wax  no- 
thing on  the  face  of  it  connected  with  the  elections 
in  Pennsylvania,  which  could  w.ariant  any  discus- 
sion in  relation  to  them. 

Mr.  NAYLOR.  I  want  to  show  from  facts  that 
are  incontrovertible,  not  that  one  or  the  other  set  of 
candidates  are  entitled  to  their  seats,  but  that  saeh 
estate  of  things  had  been  produced  in  Pennsylva- 
nia as  to  devolve  it  upon  the  Legislature,  as  an  ir- 
resistible duty,  to  decide  upon  the  matter  between 
the  claimants  for  seat^   I  want  to  show  that  the 
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indifidaals  who  raised  this  difturbaace  were  the 
very  iodividaali  who  prevented  a  return  of  mem- 
bers to  the  Legislamre  from  the  coonty  of  Phjladel- 
phia,  who  made  it  thedaty  of  the  Legislature  to  in- 
vestigate the  whole  matter,  and  that,  afler  having 
imposed  upon  the  Legislature  this  duty,  which  it 
eould  not  thruw  off,  which  it  must  meet  and  per- 
form»  they  go  to  Harrisbnrg,  cry  aloud  for  blood, 
and  say  to  the  Legislature,  You  shall  not  iuvesti- 
gate  and  decide  the  question — we  will  decide  it  for 
you,  and,  if  you  dare  resist  our  decision,  we  will 
drive  you  from  the  Capitol !  This,  sir,  is  what  I 
want  to  prove,  and  I  can  prove  it.  '  I  do  not  want 
to  maintain  the  right  to  either  set  of  candidates  to 
their  seats.  

Mr.  BEATTY  rose  to  order,  and  Mr.  Natlor 
having  requested  Mr.  B;  to  reduce  his  point  of  order 
to  writing, 

The  CHAIR  said  be  did  not  perceive  that  the 
immediate  remarks  of  the  gentleman  were  out  of 
order. 

Mr.  NAYLOR  resumed.  Then,  Mr.  Speaker, 
must  return  to  the  place  where  1  was  when  I  wa 
originally  >arrested.  I  must  state  facts,  in  order  to 
show  the  justice  of  my  conclusions.  I  do  not  de- 
sire to  waste  the  time  of  this  House,  nor  to  trespass 
upon  its  rules. 

The  CHAIR  said,  if  the  gentleman  again  fol- 
lows the  coiirse  of  remark  which  he  intimates  his 
intention  to  follow,  the  Chair  must  do  its  duty. 

Mr.  NAYLOR  resumed.  In  the  first  place,  then, 
-  1  &tate  that  there  were  no  legal  returns  from  the 
county  of  Philadelphia  to  the  Legislature  of  Penn- 
sylvania; because,  among  others,  some  of  the  in- 
dividuals who  raised  the  disturbances  at  Harris- 
burg  have  prevented  those  returns;  and,  that  being 
the  case,  the  Legislature  was  obliged  by  the  con- 
stitution and  th^iaws,  to  decide  between  the  two 
sets  of  claimants. 

Then,  I  state  as  another  fact,  (for  1  will  not  en- 
ter into  detail,)  that  these  men,  and  others  who  pre- 
vented the  returns  and  imposed  upon  the  Legisla- 
ture the  necesf  ity  of  deciding  the  matter,  proceeded 
to  Harrisbui^  for  the  purpose  of  declaring  that  the 
Legislature  should  not  decide  (his  matter;  that  they 
drove  the  Speaker  from  the  chair,  called  aloud  for 
the  blood  of  individual  members  by  name,  and 
threatened  the  Governor  of  Pennsylvania,  who  has 
been  stigmatized  here  (for,  I  suppose  that  the  gen- 
tleman who  made  use  of  the  term  intended  it  as  a 
stigma)  as  being  an  Antimason  and  a  Federalist. 
There  was  no  Government.  For  the  ipacc  of 
nearly  a  week  the  EAecutive  of  Pennsylvania  could 
not  get  to  the  Executive  Chamber.  The  members 
of  the  Legislature  could  not  get  to  their  seats;  the 
doors  were  closed  against  them,  and  only  the  fa- 
vored few,  vrhont  these  men  thought  proper  to  ad- 
mit, were  admitted.  Under  these  circumstances,  I 
suppose,  for  I  know  nothing  about  it,  the  Execu- 
tive of  Penosylvanm  called  on  the  Executive  of  the 
United  States  to  interfere;  and  for  doing  this,  he 
has  been  stigmatized  in  the  ranting  tirade  to  which 
we  have  listened,  from  my  colleague,  [Mr.  Petri- 
KiN,]  who,  I  blu^  to  own  it,  has  openly  encou- 
raged this  resistance  to  law,  and  publicly  gloried  in 
the  outrages  which  I  feel  have  so  deeply  disgraced 
Pennsylvania. 

Now,  I  ask  if  the  Governor  of  Pennsylvania 
eould  not  call  to  his  aid  the  militia  of  the  State, 
when  threatened  by  a  revolutionary  movement  on 
the  pan  of  a  mob,  when  the  sheriff  of  the^  county 
and  some  of  the  civil  aathorities  had  united  with 
that  mob,  to  arrest  the  Governor  in  the  execution 
of  the  laws  and  in  the  performance  of  bis  func- 
tions, what  would  have  been  the  situation  of  Penn- 
sylvania? She  would  have  been  without  a  Gk>vern- 
ment  and  without  officers,  at  least  for  all  the  legiti- 
mate }  urposes  for  which  offices  are  created.  And 
if  these  men  were  in  truth  the  people  of  Pennsylva- 
nia, acting  in  conformity  with  the  constitution  and 
laws,  as  my  colleague  [Mr.  PzTaixiN]  contends, 
where  is  the  law,  where  is  the  article  of  the  con- 
stitution which  justifies  their  proceedings?  Who 
was  to  bold  the  reins  of  the  Government  of 
Pennsylvania?  Who  was  to  sit  in  the  courts? 
Who  was  to  summon  the  jurors?  Who  was 
to  make  arrests?  Who  was  to  perform  the  ten 
thousand  duties  which  were  to  be  performed  in 
p»9JL  eounty  aad  thiougfaoiif  tha  State  of  Pennsyl- 


vania, when  these  individuals  rushed  in  and  poa- 
sessed  themselves  of  all  the  authority?  Which 
one  of  them  was  to  he  chief?  how  were  their  com- 
mands to  be  issued  to  the  people  of  Pennsylvania? 
and  who  were  to  execute  their  commands?  Can 
these  questions  be  answered  by  those  who  main- 
tain that  the  people  in  their  majesty  were  constitn- 
tionallyand  legally  there  exercising  their  authori- 
ties? The  majesty  of  the  Democracy  of  Pennsyl- 
vania !  says  the  gentleman.  To  what  a  puny  body 
has  the  gentleman  reduced  the  great  Democneicy  of 
Pennsylvania,  (of  which  I  am  one,)  when  he  has 
thus  consented  to  encage  them  all  in  the  narrow 
confines  of  the  legislative  chamben  of  the  Capitol 
of  the  State! 

The  Governor  of  Pernsylvania  may  probably 
have  acted  indiscreetly  (I  do  not  assert  that  he  has) 
in  calling  upon  the  Greneral  Government  for  aid,  if 
he  has  done  so.  The  Speaker  of  the  Senate  may 
have  acted  indiscreetly  in  retiring  before  the  mob. 
The  members  of  the  Legislature  may  have  done 
wrong  in  vacatmg  their  seats  and  retreating  before 
the  storm  of  popular  rage  and  popular  fury.  For 
myself,  I  say,  if  I  had  been  a  member,  I  would 
have  stood  at  my  post,  fearless  of  all  consequences, 
and  will  now  tell  those  who  have  thus  threatened 
me,  that  my  seat  in  this  hall  shall  be  maintained, 
in  defiance  of  all  their  stormy  tcrrorB! 

Mr.  WHITTLESEY  of  Connecticut  called  Mr. 
Natlor  to  order;  and  was  remarking  on  the  amount 
of  business  which  lay  before  the  House,  and  the 
number  of  petitions  which  other  gentlemen  had  to 
preseiity  when  he  was  himself  ciUled  to  order  by 
many  voices. 

Mr.  NAYLOR  said:  It  is  not  I  who  have  con- 
sumed the  time  of  the  House.  I  am  ready  and 
anxious  to  apply,  myself  to  the  business  which  lays 
before  it.  I  am  ever  ready  to  work.  Who  intro- 
duced this  resolution?  Did  I?  Was  it  I  whe  made 
the  motion  to  suspend  the  rules  for  its  introduction? 
and  did  I  demand  the  yeas  and  nays?  This  inquiry 
came  fVom  an  extraordinary  part  of  the  House. 
We  had  an  inquiry  moved  the  other  day  from  a 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  [Mr.  Abahs,]  and 
I  appeal  to  that  gentleman  to  say  whether  be  had 
found  the  Administration  party  willing  to  join  him 
in  sustaining  hit  inquiry?  No,  sir;  that  was  an  in- 
quiry which  the  country  demanded,  and  which 
would  expose  to  the  light  of  day  the  doings  of  those 
in  high  places  connected  with  the  General  Gk>veni- 
ment.    That  inquiry  was  smothered! 

Mr.  HOPKINS  here  called  Mr.  Natlor  to  order. 

Mr.  NAYLOR.  I  was  interrupted  and  appealcKd 
to  by  the  gentleman  (torn  Connecticut,  tMr.  Wnrr- 
TLESET,]  who  sustained  his  appeal  by  an  alignment 
addressed  to  me.  All  this  was  in  order  and  pro- 
per, I  suppose.  Btit  the  moment  I  attempt  to 
make  a  reply  to  that  appeal,  the  moment  my  lips 
are  open  to  vindicate  myself,  I  am  out  of  order. 
What  kind  of  justice  Is  this? 

The  CHAIR  said  it  was  not  in  order.  The  gen- 
tleman must  confine  his  remarks  to  the  questimi 
before  the  House. 

Mr.  NAYLOR.  I  will  say  no  more.  I  should 
'have  liked,  for  the  sake  of  the  country,  to  have  told 
the  truth  and  the  whole  truth  of  this  di^raceful 
disturbance!  In  doing  which, !  would  have  favor- 
ed no  party.  I  would  have  told  the  naked  iruth! 
But,  sir,  you  would  not  suffier  me.  You  will  have  in- 
quiry 8ometimes*-yes,  yon  will  have  inquiry — but, 
then,  the  inquiry  must  be  partial,  all  on  oae  side! 
You  will  ask  for  information — ^but  you  want  infor- 
mation all  in  your  favor.  I  asked  to  tell  the  whole 
story,  and  I  was  gagged.  This  House,  or  at  least 
a  portion  of  It  ^^hates  the  light  because  its  deeds 
are  evil." 

Here  Mr.  Natlor  was  loudly  called  to  order. 

Mr.  BRONSON  moved  the  previous  question; 
but  the  House  refused  to  second  the  motion. 

Mr.  PETRIKIN  again  rose,  not  he  said,  to 
make  a  speech,  but  to  explain  and  correct  some 
things  which  his  colleague  [Mr.  Natlor]  had  as- 
serted as  having  been  stated  by  him  when  first  he 
addressed  the  House.  Mr.  P.  said  it  was  not  true 
that  he  had  used  the  term  "BiddieiUs,''  nor  had  he 
connected  the  name  of  Mr.  Nicholas  Biddle  with 
this  matter,  in  any  way ,  directly  or  indirectly.  He 
also  said  that  it  was  not  true,  that  he  used  any 
abosiva  language  towards  thaOovemor  of  Peiu^yl- 


vania,  as  an  iodiv^^Qa/,  nor  of  the  legislature  of 
Pennsylvania.  P^raonaliy,  be  had  nothing  to  do 
with  the  former,  ami  for  the  latter,  a»  a  body,  ha 
had  the  highest  reqpect.  His*intention  was  to  speak 
of  Governor  Rimer  only  in  connection  with  his 
party,  and  to  reprobate  the  attempt  made  by  him 
and  his  partisans  to  usurp  the  Government  of  Pefia* 
sylvania,  and  to  expose  their  acts  of  nstirpatioa 
and  tyranny.  If  he  was  understood  by  any  to  have 
used  language,  other  than  what  he  now  stated 
he  did,  he  disclaimed  it,  as  he  did  all  intention  of 
personality  towards  the  Governor  in  bis  individual 
capacity. 

Mr.  P.  observed  that  he  felt  inclined  to  take 
some  notice  of  his  coileague^  {Mr.  Natlor%]  ego> 
tistioal  remarks,  and  boasting  of  the  deeds  of  bia 
ancestors,  but  he  supposed  this  course  would  be  a 
breach  of  order,  and  he  would  decline. 

Mr.  FRY  said  that,  after  the  indttlgenoe  fsircn 
by  the  House,  with  a  suspension  of  the  iuIot,  to 
enable  him  to  offer  the  resolutions  now  paidifig,  he 
did  not  feel  htmaelf  authorised  to  conaame  smf  of 
the  time  of  fhe  House  in  prolonging  the  disesflHCMi; 
he  would,  however,  state  to  his  lespeoted  eolleagM 
[Mr.  Bn>DL»]  thai  he  did  iBtrodnce  these  raaoln- 
tions,  not  for  political  efiTect,  as  he  had  iiitiiDated« 
but  fbr  purposes  which  he  wonM  now,  as  he  felt  in 
duty  bound,  state  to  the  Honse. 

Mr.  F.  said  astateof  afiTairs  now  existed  in  Peaa- 
sylvania  which  he  deeply  regretted.    Fbr  aevenU 
days  past,  various  rumors  had  been  in  dfeakitioa; 
among  the  rest,  it  Was  rumored  Chat  the  Goreinor 
of  Pennsylvania  had  made  a  call  upon  the  FMi- 
dent  of  the  United  States  for  an  armed  force  to 
march  to  Pennsylvania;  another  rumor  has  beea, 
that  munitions  of  war,  of  some  kind,  had  been  gireft, 
by  an  officer  under  the  United  States  Govenunea^ 
to  General  Patterson's  brigade.    Whether  these  ru- 
mors be  true  or  not  he  did  not  know;  bst  he 
considered  it  a  matter  vitally  important  to  tbe 
people    of   Pennsylvania,   that,   whatever  may 
be    the    truth    of    these    rumors,   they  riioidd 
be    informed    of   it,    they    have    a    r%ht   to 
know  it;  and  it  was  in  behalf  of  tiie  people  ef      i 
Pennsylvania  that  he  sought  the  information,  and 
not  for  himself,  not  for  political  effect;  he  noder- 
stood  from  his  colleague  that  there  woAd  be  no 
opposition  to  this  reselution  from  any  quarter,  hs 
should,  therefore,  take  his  seat,  and  await  the 
speedy  action  oi  the  House  upon  the  matter. 
'Mr.  McKENNAN   said  he  had   voted  ii|riLi>ut 
the  suspension  of  the  rule  for  the  introduction  of 
the  resolution  of  his  colleague,  because  he  could 
see  no  good  or  beneficial  purposes  to  be  answered 
by  the  call,  and   because  he  feared  that  the   dis- 
cussion here  wouM  be  calculated  to  arouse  feel- 
ings that,   as  a   PennsylTanian,   and  as  a  lover 
of  peace  and  good  order,  he  did  not  wish  to  see  in- 
dulged.   He   regretted  that   the   resolution    bad 
been  offered.    Scenes  which  were  outrageoos  end 
disgraceful  had,  he  blushhd  to  say,  been  enacted  ie 
the  Capitol  of  his  State;  outrages  which  had   in- 
flicteda  stain  deep  and  indelible  upon  the  cfaarae- 
ter  of  a  community  who  had  hidierto  been  distin- 
guished for  their  love  of  peaoe,  of  order,  and   of 
law.    He  wished  that  the  recollection  of  the  vk>- 
lence  and  outbreakings  of  a  reckless  and  infoimted 
mob,  which  had  set  all  law  at  defiance,  and  had 
invaded  (be  sanctity  of  tbe  Senate  chamber,  and  hy 
their  threats  of  violence  and  blood  had  driven  fbom 
Aeir  seats  the  Representatives  of  the  people^  shoald 
not  be  kept  alive  by  any  thing  said  or  done   here. 
He  thought  that  the  resolution   of  his  ooUeai^e, 
couched  in  the  language  in  which  it  was,  (whatevrer 
might  be  his  intention  in  moving  it,}  was  calcala- 
ted  to  fan  the  flame  which  he  had  hoped  was  nemiljr 
extinguished,  and  to  keep  up  that  spirit  which  hiui 
already  too  much  disgraced  Pentt9ylvania  as  a 
State.  He  hoped  that  tbe  facts  connected  with  those 
revolutionary  and  insTirreclional  movements  vhidt 
have  for  some  time  been  of  such  absorbing  interest, 
and  have  directed  the  ^t^<o^«  ^y^  ^^  ^^e    peopAr 
of  the  whole  country  ^^  \!b^  ^^^  appalling  attempt     ' 
to   overawe  the    L^"\^x«^*  ^^  *  State   in  the 
discharge  of  their  W?>^^b\«^  *^^  w>i\sivxutional  da-      ' 
ties,  might  be  buriS^^tO  ^XJ^^w^^'  ^^^  tetlected 
nocreduupon  th4  ^  VtV  ^V>^'^^^^^<ioUei«ue. 


who  offered  ihe 
was 


<soUeigue, 
^^^to^t\^\»i  tnd  fie 


offered  ihe  r«5j-^t»^  ^  ^^>«^t\wwi,wMi  (« 
willing  to  for^^\xv(i>''^^^*»*«  ^^■ 
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less  TioleDoe  which  had  been  coanteDaiieed,  cncoa- 
r^ed,a]id  promoted  by  many  in  that  party — in 
vftieh  some  of  the  officers  of  the  General  Govern- 
mrai  had  participated^  and  which,  if  it  bad  not 
beta  for  die  disoeet,  aabendiag,  and  persevering 
fymnas  of  the  Eieeative  of  the  State,  woald  hare 
iaHieted  a  blow  npon  the  permanency  of  onr  re- 
Mblican  institntions,  which  would  have  been  felt 
from  Maine  to  Georgia.  Happily  for  the  perpttai- 
tf  of  those  institntions,  although  the  threats  of  a 
ratfatess  band  of  mffians  had  for  a  time  interrupted 
(be  regular  coarse  of  legislation  in  the  Senate 
chamber,  aikd  of  business  in  the  Executive  offices, 
the  prudent  aid  firm  excess  of  the  power  invested 
in  him  by  the  oonstitntion  and  law  had  pat  to 
ffifthx  fhose  disturbances  of  the  peace,  and  thos  the 
falsi  blow  bad  been  warded  off. 

He  said  he  cenld  not  hear  the  rem'arks  of  his 
oolkagoe,  [Mr.  PferajKiN,]  which  were  delivered 
in  to  low  &  tone  as  to  be  almost  inandible  (h>m  bis 
SBB^  hot  if  they  were  conceived  in  that  same  spirit 
viiieh  actuated  a  lawless  and  inforiated  mob  to 
trample  under  foot  the  law  and  the  constitution, 
(lad,  jodging  ftom  his  gesticulation,  and  the  Uttle 
he  ooald  gather  as  it  grated  npon  his  ear,  he  be- 
lieved those  remarks  to  have  that  uadency,)  he 
<lid  not  regret  that  they  had  been  lost.  The  pro* 
mdigation  of  soch  principles,  and  the  indulgence  of 
s«eh  feeifaigs,  were  calculated  Neither  to  benefit  or 
eBl%bten  Ae  House,  nor  to  do  good  to  the  country. 
He  oaderstood  him  to  cast  his  cei^ure  upon  the 
Go^eraor  for  calling  to  his  aid,  in  the  support  of 
Che  lavs,  the  militia  of  the  Commonwealth,  and  re- 
flected npon  him  for  doing  what  was  his  duty—his 
imperioaa  duty. 

Mr.  ICcK.  said  he  was  not  going  into  an  exami- 
narioB  of  the  facts  or  the  law  relative  to  the  titles 
to  the  contested  wats  in  the  Senate  of  Penasylva* 
n;a.  The  rules,  of  the  House,  as  well  as  his  own 
indioation,  forbade  his  entering  into  that  inquiry. 
It  was  eaeugh  for  him  to  know,  and  it  was  enough 
for  the  Governor  of  the  State  to  know,  that  the 
law  ba^  been  aet  at  defiance— that  the  aanctity  of 
ihe  Senate  Gbamber  had  been  invaded,  the  lives  of 
itsmembera  threatened,  and  that  revolution  had. 
eommenced.  Under  such  circumstances,  he  would 
have  been  derelict  in  duty  if  he  had  not  put  into 
xeqaisiuon  all  the  power  vested  in  him  by  the  con- 
stilaiiQii  10  restoie  peace  and  order  and  safety. 
Thanks  for  his  firmness  and  fearlessness!  he  has 
saed  cneigetically  and  prudently,  and  Mr.  McK. 
hoped  the  cnsia  was  past,  and  that  the  difficulties 
whicb  bad  arisen  might  be  peaceably  and  constitu- 
tionally settled.  He  said  he  would  vote  for  the 
resolutk>ns,  although  he  had  been  opposed  to  the 
iairodnctSon  of  the  exciting  topic  into  this  Hall. 

Mr.  BSATTT  regretted  as  much  as  any  gentle- 
man theie,  Ihe  excited  feeling  that  had  beiai  got  up 
ia  that  House;  but  he  appealed  to  them  all  to  aay 
whenee  it  had  arisen.  How  calmly  and  coolly 
these  geaikmen  can  call  the  assembled  people  of 
l^nnsyivania  a  mob!  Bat  to  denounce  the  Demo- 
cracy of  the  country  as  a  mob,  when,  perchance, 
the  people  were  against  it,  was  but  another  evidence 
of  their  viadictive  feelings  against  them.  The  re- 
solotieawasa  plain  and  substantive  proposition, 
haWflig  for  its  object  merely  to  get  at  the  truth;  and 
why,  thee,  all  this  severity  of  denunciadon?  Why 
to  Mpch  feeling  about  it,  as  though  the  truth  should 
besbted? 

Bm  Mr.  B.  insisted  that  the  time  bad  never  ex- 
isted in  Pennsylvania  which  would  justify  the  Go- 
venor  in  callifig  out  the  troops  to  his  aid.  So  much 
for  die  gentleman^  veracity!  He  presumed  the 
rtaie  of  excited  feeling  under  which  he  spoke  made 
him  foiget  the  truth.  But  it  seemed  the  time  was 
come  when  the  truth  could  not  be  told  to  gentlemen 
who  were  so  very  sensitive  under  it. 

Mr.  BIDDLE  said  that  as  the  decision  made  ex- 
deded  facUj  but  seemed  to  tolerate  etscritow,  he 
was  not  inclined  to  pursue  the  discusakm  ou  what 
he  ftlc  must  be  unequal  teroas.  He  had  not  im- 
psMbcd  the  motives  of  his  colleague,  [Mr.  Far,] 
btf  he  had  been  struck  at  what  seemed  a  suspi- 
CMS  black  privateer  streak  about  the  resolution, 
he  bad  pointed  to  it  accordingly  in  the  way  of 
ioa.  It  seems  that  the  mob  which  broke  up 
legislauve  proceedings  at  Hanisbnig  i»  the  Df- 
It  mighty  perhaps,  be  asked,   as   the 


mob  bad  disappeared,  what  had  become  of  the 
Democracy,  in  the  view  of  gentlemen  who  insisted 
on  the  identity?  But,  sir,  when  shall  we  have  an 
end  of  this  miserable  abuse  of  the  word  Democracy? 
Let  gentlemen  determine  dates  and  principles.  If 
by  Deinocracy  be  meant  a  fixed  and  deep  convic- 
tion of  the  capacity  of  the  people  for  self-govern- 
ment, he  would  yield  to  no  one  in  a  claim  to 
the  title.  At  home  and  abroad  he  bad  learned 
that,  with  all  its  turmoil  and  agitation,  our  form  of 
Government  best  ministers  to  the  great  purposes 
for  which  all  government  is  instituted.  If  dates 
are  to  control,  he  would  like  to  compare  notes  with 
a  distinguisbed  Senator  from  Pennsylvania,  who 
had  become  a  nevrspaper  writer  on  this  subject. 
He  would  take  the  late  war  with  Great  Britain  as 
a  starting  point. 

Mr.  B.  concluded  by  saying  he  would  vote  for 
the  resolution,  however  he  might  deprecate  the 
inflammatory  air  which  had  needlessly  been  given 
to  it. 

Mr.  BEATT Y  regretted  exceedingly  that  his  col- 
league had  worked  himself  into  such  a  passion 
about  this  matter.  Now,  Mr.  B.  would  not  say  a 
word  to  offend  any  one,  but  if  gentlemen  in  that 
House  combined  their  efforts  to  deter  him  from 
speaking  what  he  knew  was  true,  they  would  find 
themselves  mistaken  in  their  efforts.  He  was  not 
the  man,  either  in  this  House  or  out  of  it,  to  retract 
any  thing  which  he  bad  said.  Now,  he  would  un- 
hesitatingly and  unqualifiedly  assert  that  there  was  no 
mob  in  Harrisburg  at  all.  It  was  a  bugbear  existing 
only  in  the  imagination  of  certain  gentlemen,  and 
falsely  asseverated  by  certain  corrupt  individuals, 
who  wished  to  persuade  the  people  of  Pennsylva- 
nia that  there  was  a  mob  at  Harrisburg,  in  order  to 
cover  over  and  conceal  the  iniquities  of  an  admi- 
nistration that  has  been  misruling  that  State  for  the 
last  three  years.  These  men  want  the  people  to 
believe  there  is  a  mob,  so  that  they  might  escape  in 
the  mist.  But  it  was  the  habit  of  those  silk- 
stocking  gentry  to  call  the  Democracy  of  the 
country  a  mob,  though  he  could  tell  thom  they 
knew  nothing  about  mobs  in  the  part  of  coun- 
try he  came  from.  He  denied  the  existence  of  a 
mob  at  Harrisburg.  It  was  an  assemblage  of 
many  of  the  most  respectable  and  intelligent  people 
of  Pennsylvania,  merely  looking  on,  as  they  had  a 
perfect  right  to  do,  at  the  proceedings  of  their  Le- 
gislature; and  because  a  set  of  cowardly,  and  treache- 
rous knaves  are  afraid  to  meet  the  people  face  to 
face,  and  escaped  through  back  windows,  pursued 
only  by  their  own  guilty  conscience.*:,  they  attempt 
to  raise  a  great  hue  and  cry  that  a  mob  is  at  their 
heels.  And  so  is  it  here.  When  we  offer  a  reso- 
lution merely  asking  for  information,  the  propriety 
of  procuring  which  no  one  dare  question,  we  are 
then  told  that  our  motive  Is  to  excite  the  people  and 
add  fuel  to  a  flame  enkindled  and  kept  alive  by 
themselves! 

The  resolution  was  then  agreed  to  with  but  few 
dissenting  voices. 

There  being  no  other  business  before  the  Chatr, 

Petitions  and  memorials  were  then  presented  by 

Messrs.  PARMENTER,  BRIGQS,  GREN- 
NELL,  and  REED,  of  Massachoietts. 

[Mr.  Parmsntkr  presented  the  petition  of  Hen- 
ry Hatch  for  indemnity  on  account  of  French 
spoliations  prior  to  1800;  of  Mary  Page,  for  Revo- 
lutionary pension;  of  Silvanus  Wood,  for  increase 
of  pension;  of  Levi  Brigham  and  24  others  of  Dun- 
stable, Mass.  for  the  rejection  of  proposals  for  the 
admission  into  the  Union  of  States  whose  constitu- 
tion may  tolerate  slavery;  of  M.  H.  P.  Dudley  and 
82  other  women  of  Chelmsford,  Mass.;  of  Sally 
Woods  and  46  other  women  of  Dunstable,  Mass.; 
and  Zenas  Brown  and  15  other  citizens  of  Shirley, 
Mass.  for  the  immediate  abolition  of  slavery  in  the 
District  of  Columbia.] 

Mr.  GRENNELL  presented  a  petition  from 
Nerthfieid,  Mass.  for  opening  negotiations  and  in- 
ternational intercourse  with  Hayti;  which  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs. 

Mr.  WISE  moved  a  reconsideration  of  that  re- 
ference. 

Mr.  HOWARD  thought  the  gentleman  had  bet- 
ter let  it  go  to  the  committee,  for  these  petitions  had 
come  in  every  year. 

Mr.  WISE  could  not;  for  he  regarded  it  as  a 


subject  of  wholesale  amalgama'tien,  incorporating  a 
black  Republic  with  a  white  one. 

Mr.  GREN^fELL  denied  that  it  was  either  the 
one  or  the  other. 

The  petition,  however,  giving  rise  to  debate,  was 
ordered  to  lie  over. 

Mr.  REED  presented  a  similar  petition  from 
Nantucket. 

Mr.  WISE  objected  to  its  reception. 

Mr.  ADAMS  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays;  which 
were  ordered. 

.  Mr.  A.  then  proceeded  to  addresaf  the  House,  at 
length,  in  support  of  the  right  of  petition,  and  espe- 
cially in  reference  to  this  particular  question,  show- 
ing the  expediency  of  an  early  recognition  of  the 
Republic  of  Hayti. 

Mr.  WISE  insisted  that  these  petitions  were  part 
and  parcel  of  Abolition;  and  he  read  the  petition  at 
length,  which  asked,  also,  for  the  abolition  of  slavery 
in  the  District  of  Columbia,  the  non-admission  of 
any  new  slave  State,  dsc 

Before  the  question  was  taken. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  GRENNELL, 

The  House  adjourned. 


IN  SENATE. 
TossDAT,  December  18, 1838. 

Mr.  ROANE  presented  the  petition  of  CapU  Ro- 
bert White,  an  officer  of  the  army  of  the  Revolu- 
tion, for  his  commutation  pay;  which  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  the  Judksiary. 

Mr.  BOCHANAN  presented  the  petition  of  An- 
drew Logan,  of  Davenport,  Iowa,  for  two  quarter 
sections  of  land,  to  be  used  in  the  culture  of  silk; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Agri- 
culture. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  s&id  that  he  had  rather  a 
sdrange  petition  to  present  to  the  Senate,  but  it 
came  from  a  very  respectable  and  scientific  man; 
and  hawever  strange  it  might  appear,  it  was 
vouched  for  by  several  of  the  most  respe^ble  lite- 
rary gentlemen  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia.  The 
petitioner  was  Mr.  James  P.  Espy,  so  deservedly 
celebrated  for  his  knowledge  of  meteorology,  who 
says  that  he  has  diacovered  the  means  of  making  it 
rain  in  a  tract  of  country  at  a  period  when  there 
would  be  no  rain  without  the  use  of  his  process. 
Mr.  Espy  proposed  to  make  the  experiment  at  his 
own  expense,  and  he  proposed  that  Congress  should 
pass  an  act  engaging  to  reward  him  with  a  certain 
sum  if  he  succeeded  in  making  it  rain  in  a  tract  of 
country  ten  miles  square;  a  still  higher  sum  if  he 
produced  rain  in  a  tract  of  country  one  thousand 
square  miles;  a  still  higher  sum  if  he  prodcced  rain 
ia  a  tract  of  five  thousand  square  miles;  and,  lastly, 
to  give  him  a  still  greater  compensation  if  he  should  ' 
cause  the  Ohio  river  to  be  navigable  ail  summer 
from  Pittsburg  to  the  Mississippi. 

Mr.  B.  observed  that  he  was  was  perfectly  ac- 
quainted with  Mr.  Espy,  and  knew  him  to  be  a 
very  respectable  man.  He  had  no  faith  himself 
that  the  gentleman  possessed  the  power  he  claimed; 
but  it  was  true  that  there  were  several  things  in  na- 
tore  that  philosophy  had  never  yet  dreamed  of. 
Mr.  B.  then  moved  to  refer  the  petition  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Agriculture. 

Mr.  BENTON  observed  that  the  Senator  from 
Pennsylvania,  who  introduced  the  petition,  could 
not  make  the  motion  which  he  would  make*->that 
gentleman  had  felt  himself  bound  to  treat  this  petition 
seriously,  and  move  for  its  reference  to  a  commit- 
tee. He  would  move  that  the  petitioner  have  leave 
to  withdraw  his  petition  and  papers,  for  reasons 
too  obvious  to  require  notice. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  said  that  he  wonld  rather 
that  the  course  proposed  by  the  Senator  from  Mis- 
souri should  not  be  taken  with  the  petition.  He 
scarcely  knew  himself  what  to  say  about  it;  but 
he  knew  Mr.  Espy  to  be  a  highly  respectable  and 
learned  man,  and  ktoew  that  in  the  science  of  me- 
teorology there  was  scarcely  a  man  in  the  United 
States  his  superior.  He  hardly  beUeved  it  to  be 
in  Mr.  Espy's  power  to  make  it  rain,  though  there 
were  some  six  or  seven  of  the  most  respectable 
literary  gentlemen  of  the  aity  of  Philadelphia  who 
expresseid  the  opinion  that  he  proceeded  on  highly 
philosophical  principles.  He  hoped  the  Senator 
from  Missouri  would  permit  the  petition  to  lake 
the  usual  course,  and  go  to  a  committee,  and  if 
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that  moiion  did  not  preraili  that  it  woald  at  least 
be  suffered  to  Ue  on  the  table. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN  would  vote  ai^aiiist  the 
proposition  of  the  honorable  Senator  from  Penn- 
sylvania, [Mr.  BocHANAN,]  for  (he  purpose  of  re- 
cording his  vote  in  favor  of  that  of  the  gentleman 
from  Missouri  [Mr.  Benton.]  He  doubted  very 
much  whether,  even  if  this  thing  was  possible,  it 
would  be  good  policy  to  encourage  the  measure. 
He  would  be  very  sorry  that  any  individual  should 
have  the  power  that  this  gentleman  professes  to 
have,  more  especially  from  the  annunciation  that 
he  was  about  to  take  the  Ohio  river  under  his  espe- 
cial protection.  Why,  sir,  he  might  enshroud  us 
in  continual  clouds,  and  indeed  falsify  the  promise 
that  the  earth  should  be  no  more  submerged!  And 
if  he  possesses  the  power  of  causing  rain,  he  may 
also  possess  the  power  of  withholding  it,  and  in  his 
pleasure,  instead  of  giving  us  a  navigable  river, 
may  pre^sent  us  with  rocks  and  shoals  and  sand- 
bars. He  thought  that  this  would  be  too  danger- 
ous a  power  to  entrust  to  any  individual,  unless  we 
had  a  counteracting  power,  capable  of  prompt  ap- 
plication— without  we  bad  some  very  summary- 
process  of  manufacturing  sunshine.  This,  indeed, 
had  been  aitempled  by  some  French  philosopher, 
bat  he  thought  with  no  great  success.  He  was 
also  opposed  to  th»  scheme  on  another  account — 
it  had  too  much  the  appearance  of  a  Sub-Treasury 
about  it;  a  hoarding  up  6(  clouds  and  vapors  to  be 
dispensed  at  will  by  an  individnal.  He  thought 
the  proper  course  in  relation  to  it  was  that  indica- 
ted by  the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from  Missouri. 

Mr.  NILES  remarked  that  he  agreed  in  many 
things  with  his  worthy  friend  who  bad  just  taken 
his  seat,  [Mr.  Crittendkn.]  He  thought  this  sub- 
ject was  not  fitted  for  the  consideration  of  Con- 
gress; and  he  must  be  permitted  to  say  that  the  Se- 
nate would  be  badly  employed  in  discussing  whe- 
ther this  gentleman  possessed  the  power  of  creating 
rain,  or  of  causing  the  rise  and  swell  of  rivers.  If 
this  gentleman  could  create  rain,  he  could  also 
prevent  it;  and  he  might  dry  up  the  Ohio  river,  and 
throw  all  the  steamboats  on  the  sand.  If,  however, 
this  matter  was  to  be  referred,  he  would  prefer 
sending  it  to  the  Committee  on  Finance.  It  was 
somewhat  similar  to  paper  money,  a  sort  of  subli- 
mated bubble;  and  according  to  the  idea  he  entet- 
tained  of  a  bubble,  it  was  the  same  thing  as  the  en- 
largement of  this  wonderful  paper  system,  pro- 
raising  great  things,  magnifying  credit,  blowing  it 
up,  and  making  magnificent  fortunes  out  of  nothmg, 
till,  in  the  end,  it  is  all  blown  away  by  the  first 
breath  of  reality  that  toaches  ir. 

The  question  was  then  taken;  and  the  motion  to 
refer  the  petition  was  lost. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  then  moved  to  lay  it  on  the 
table;  which  motion  was  carried. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  TIPTON, 

Ordered,  That  the  papers  of  John  Kennedy,  on  the 
files  of  the  last  session,  be  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Private  Land  Claims. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  FULTON, 

Ordered,  That  the  papers  of  James  Erwin,  on 
the  files  of  the  last  session,  be  again  refer rtd  to  the 
Committee  on  Indian  Affairs. 
«  The  PRESIDENT  submitted  a  communication 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  enclosing  a  re- 
port from  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land 
Office,  in  regard  to  the  operations  of  that 'office  du- 
ring the  year  1837,  and  part  of  1838;  which  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  WRIGHT,  from  the  Committee  on  Fi- 
nance, to  which  was  referred  the  memorial  of  the 
president  and  directors  of  the  Philadelphia,  Wil- 
mington, and  Baltimore  Railroad  company,  for  the 
refunding  of  certain  duties  on  railroad  iron,  reported 
a  bill  for  that  purpose;  which  was  read,  and  ordered 
to  a  seccmd  reading. 

Mr.  W.  also,  from  the  same  committee,  reported 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Jechonias  Spigott  and  James 
De  Krafft;  whidi  was  read,  and  ordered  to  a  second 
reading. 

Mr.  W.  also,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
which  had  been  referred  the  bill  making  appropria- 
tions, in  part,  in  support  of  Government  for  the 
years  ld3d  and  1839,  reported  the  same  without 
amendment. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  stated  ^t,  ai  this  bill  was  one 


of  some  importance,  and  as  a  »peedy  action  was  1 
somewhat  necessary,  he  would  move  to  consider  it 
at  once. 

The  bill  was  according!  v  taken  up  in  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole,  when 

Mr.  WALL  moved  to  p  ment^  it  by  inserting  at 
the  bottom  of  the  bill,  ''an  t  for  the  Revolutionary 
pensions,  under  the  act  ct  the  7th  July,  1838,  (he 
sum  of  two  hundred  and  f  ft/  thousand  dollars." 

Mr.  BENTON  rose  to  object  to  the  insertion  of 
an  appropriation  for  an  ol  ject  which  ought  to  be 
provided  for  in  a  bill  of  its  o  vu,  in  one  of  the  ordi- 
nary appropriation  bills  foi  carrying  on  the  opera- 
tions of  the  Government.  He  objected  to  this 
heavy  appropriation  being  slipped  through  in  this 
manner,  without  notice,  a  id  almost  without  the 
knowledge  of  the  Senate.  Here  was  an  appropria- 
tion of  between  two  nLd  three  hundred  thou- 
sai>d  dollars  for  an  objecc  that  had  crept  into 
the  legislation  of  Congress  almost  without  the 
notice  of  any  one  there,  and  by  the  time  the 
estimates  on  which  it  was  founded  was  carried 
through,  the  amount  would  swelf  up  to  two  or 
three  millions.  It  wa^-  worth  while  iur  Senators  to 
look  back,  and  bbserve  how  and  in  what  manner 
this  pension  system  had  grown  to  its  present  enor- 
mous magnitude.  In  looking  at  the  pension  law5, 
if  would  be  found  thac  there  were  41,000  souls  re- 
ceiving money  from  the  Treasury,  for  wh^ch  they 
were  rendering  no  service  whatever.  The  whole 
was  given  under  the  a.ssumption  ihat  an  equivalent 
in  personal  service?  had  been  rendered  for  it  du- 
ring the  Revolutionary  war,  during  the  late  war 
with  Great  Britain,  or  in  some  of  the  Indian  wars; 
and  if  it  was  only  to  those  who  received  their  pen- 
sions as  survivors  of  the  Revolution,  or  wh  o  had 
served  meritoriously  in  any  of  our  wars,  he  would 
be  the  last  man  who  would  object  to  giving  them. 
But  be  apprehended  the  pension  system  had  ex- 
tended itself  far  beyond  these  cases.  He  did  not 
know  if  we  had  yet  taken  the  second  step  of  ma- 
king pensions  hereditary,  as  it  was  in  Eu- 
rope, by  giving  them  to  die  children  of 
those  who  were  supposed  to  be  entitled  to 
them;  but  he  recollected  that  at  the  last  session  an 
appeal  was  made  to  them  to  give  pensions  to 
European  castes  of  hereditary  descent;  and  in 
another  case  an  application  was  made  by  an  indi- 
vidual of  seventy  years  of  age,  who  claimed  to  be 
the  orphan  of  a  Revolutionary  soldier.  He  did 
not  know,  be  continued,  if  they  bad  yet  taken  the 
second  step  in  the  pension  system,  by  making  pen- 
sions hereditary;  but  it  was  enough  for  his  present 
purpose  to  say  that  the  pension  list  had  swelled  up 
to  the  enormous  amount  of  41,000  souls,  and  he 
undertook  to  say  that  there  was  not  a  country  on 
the  face  of  the  globe  who  had  such  a  number  of 
persons  in  proportion  to  her  population  and  re- 
sources, living  on  the  labor  of  others,  without  ren- 
dering any  kind  of  service  whatever,  but  under  the 
assumption  that  they  had  rendered  service  in  for- 
mer times.  The  pension  list  under  Washington^ 
administration,  amounted  to  only  |900,000;  and 
even  after  the  Indian  wars  of  Wayne  and  St.  Clair, 
it  had  only  increased  to  about  |300,000.  Afier  the 
late  war  with  Great  Britain  a  proposition  was  made 
to  provide  for  thos^e  survivors  of  the  Revolution 
urho  needed  the  aid  of  their  country.  That  pro- 
position was  not  objected  to,  and  |900,000  was 
deemed  amply  sufficient  for  the  purpose.  It  was 
urged  on  the  passage  of  the  law,  thus  brought  for- 
ward, that  the  amount  necessary  to  provide  for 
these  veterans  of  the  Revolution  would  only  be  re- 
quired for  a  few  years,  and  that  that  amount  would 
diminish  yearly.  How  mistaken  had  all  these  as- 
umptions  proved!  They  had  seen  the  appropriations 
swell  up  to  four  or  five  millions,  instead  of  two  or 
three  hundred  thousand;  and  the  list,  instead  of 
diminishing,  as  predicted,  swell  up  to  an  army  of 
over  forty  thousand.  In  addition  to  all  this,  by 
some  tnm  of  phraseology  given  to  the  law  of  the 
last  session,  and  which  no  one  heeded  at  the  time,  a 
gap  was  made  requiring  two  or  three  millions  more 
to  stop.  If  he  stood  alone,  Mr.  B.  said,  and  in 
such  a  position,  he  was  willing  to  stand  alone;  he 
would  vote  against  this  appropriation  coming  into 
this  bill,  which  was  for  cirrying  on  the  operations 
of  the  Gk)vernment.  Yes,  sir,  said  Mr.  B. 
forty^ne    thousand    persons,  and  four  or  five 


millions—as  oi}^'\  as  the  whole  annual  ex- 
pense of  the  FCQera/  Government  under  the 
administration  of  General  Washington— was  now 
required  to  pension  them,  while  this  Administration 
and  its  friends  were  daily  stigmatized  with  the 
charge  of  extravagance.  Who  could  have  thought, 
when  some  seeming  trifling  verbal  alleratlen  was 
made  in  the  act  of  the  la*«t  session,  that  we  shenld 
now  have  the  estimates  swelled  up  some  two  ot 
three  millions?  In  England,  it  was  said  that  a 
pensioner  never  dies;  and  it  is  said  so  because  the 
pension  is  hereditary,  and  eoes  to  the  descendants 
for  one  life,  two  lives,  or  uiree  lives,  as  the  case 
may  be.  i|[r,  said  Mr.  B.  it  seemed  that  with  os 
they  not  only  never  die,  but  they  increase  and  mul- 
tiply. He  heard  that  when  the  estimate  of  |3OO,000 
was  made  as  the  amount  sufficient  to  provide  for 
the  survivors  of  the  Revolution,  the  complaint  was 
made  of  the  small  sum  that  was  to  be  expended  on 
such  interesting  objects,  and  that  a  member  of  the 
other  House,in  the  enthusiasm  of  his  gratitude,  ex- 
claimed, **Soldiers  of  the  Revolution,  may  you  live 
forever!"  On  that  occasion,  some  gentleman  pro- 
posed, as  a  compromise,  that  they  should  live  for 
nine  hundred  and  ninety-nine  years.  Now  it  seem- 
ed that  this  compromise  had  been  carried  into  tSecU 
According  to  the  estimates  made  by  those  persons 
who  calculate  the  insurances  on  lives,  the  amount 
of  the  military  po{)ulation  fifty  years  ago,  which 
had  furnished  forty-one  thousand  survivors,  mast 
have  been  millions.  For  this  nuniber  of  survivw« 
Gen.  Washington  must  have  had  an  army  equal  to 
that  of  Xerxes  when  he  crossed  the  Hellespont. 

Sir,  said  Mr.  B.  it  is  time  for  us  to  stop  auii  con- 
sider what  we  are  about.  So  far  as  there  are  real 
survivors  of  the  Revolution,  who  rendered  service 
to  their  country,  and  need  its  aid,  he  would  cheer- 
fully contribute  for  their  support;  but  to  undertike 
to  make  him  believe  that  such  a  pension  list  wv 
founded  on  any  thing  more  than  an  imposition  oa 
the  sensibilities  of  the  nation,  was  an  undertaking 
worthy  only  of  the  graduates  of  the  college  of  La- 
puta. 

Mr.  HUBBARD  remarked,  that  as  a  friend  fo 
the  object  which  the  Senator  from  New  Jersey  had 
in  view,  he  felt  constrained  to  make  an  appeal  to 
him    to   withdraw    his   amendment   to    the  ap- 
propriation bill  which  had  passed  the  Houfe  of   ^ 
Represeiitatives,  and  which  had  been  reported  to 
the  Senate  this  morning  from  the  Committee  oa 
Finance.    It  was  necessary  that  this  bill  should 
pass,  and  pass  without  delay.    He  had*  no  doubt 
that,  at  this  moment,  there  were  no  means  nov 
provided  by  law  to  meet  the  drafts  of  the  two 
Houses  of  Congress.    The.  amendment  prt)posed 
would  tend  to  embarrass  and  delay  the  passage  of 
this  bill;  and  the  honorable  Senator  from  New  Jer- 
sey must  be  sensible  thxt  it  was  usual  to  make  pro- 
vision for  the  payment  of  the  pensioners  and  an- 
nuitants under  the  various  acts  of  Congress,  by  a 
separate  and  independent  bill  for  that  specific  pur- 
pose. 

It  had  not  been  customary  heretefore  to  mingle 
the  appropriations  for  the  payment  of  pjensioners 
with   appropriations   for    any  other  object.      He 
was   prepared    to   give    his    vote   for    carrying 
into  full   effisct  the  act   of  July  last.       Bat    if 
the   merits   of  that   bill   were   at  this  late  pe- 
riod 10  be  debated  on  a  proposition  to  make  the 
necessary  appropriations  for  executing  that  act, 
he  shonld  much  prefer  to  discuss  the  subject,  when 
it  should  arise  under  a  bill  independent  of  all  other 
appropriations.      He  hoped,  therefore,  that  his  ho- 
norabls  friend  from  New  Jersey  would  not  urge 
his  proposition  at  this  time.     Let  this  bill  pass  an- 
embarrassed  by  any  other  appropriations,   and  he 
entertained  no  doubt,  that  shortly  a  bill  wouM  be 
brought  forward  for  the  express  and  avowed  pur- 
pose of  making  the  neccssaiy  appropriations  for  the 
payment  of  pensioners,  under  the  various  acts  of 
Congress.    Then  would  be  the  fit  time  to  test  the 
merit  of  the  bill  of  the  last  session.    Then  would 
be  the  time  to  see  if  a  majority  of  the  Senate  would 
vote  to  withhold  the  appropriations,  and  thus  vir» 
tually  defeat  that  Q^e&s^^Ci  which  is  now    one 
among  the  public   ^\^tv\i«s  of  ihi«  Government. 
When  such  an  on^  ^v^^^^^  presented,  he  should 
endeavor   to    sho^    *o  ^^^   Senate  that    ibese 
|)cnsion  laws  wer^  ^    *  ^x^-psiUQtttio  the  objections 
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vikkh  bad  been^We  against  tbem.  He  hoped, 
tim,  to  be  able  to  icafisfy  the  Senator  from  Mis^ 
«Mtn  that  even  theaetof  the  last  session,  wbieh 
ivceived  his  most  nndissembled  approbation,  ought 
■ow  le  be  carried  iato  full  eifect,  and  that  the 
appropriations  for  that  purpose  should  not  be 
vichbeld.  But  he  was  sure  that  enough  had  al- 
leadj  transpiTed  to  satisfy  his  honorable  friend 
ihxn  New  Jersey  that  this  is  not  the  fit  time,  nor 
is  this  ihe  proper  occasion  to  bring  before  the  Senate, 
thos  iaekientally,  the  merits  of  the  act  of  the  last 
session.  He  hoped  that  (he  Senator  would  withdraw 
his  propoeed  amendmeDt  and  permit  the  bill  to  pass 
without  objection;  but  should  the  Senator  decline 
so  to  do,  he  should  certainly  not  o»ly  vote  for 
his  affleadment  but  he  would  endeavour  to  reply  to 
soffleofthe  suggestions  of  the  honorable  Senator 
from  Missouri. 

Mr.  WALL  was  not  disposed  to  occupy  the 
tine  of  the  Seaate  in  reply  to  the  honorable  Sena- 
tor from  Missouri.  How  he  has  fallen  into  such 
SB  error  in  relation  to  a  law  upon  oar  statute  book, 
and  embracing  that  occasion  to  denounce  the  pen- 
sion system,  he  coold  not  imagine.  This  law  was 
passed  at  the  last  st;ssion,  but  we  made  no  appro- 
pijatioQ  to  meet  it:  we  come  back  here,  and  the 
first  thing  we  do  is  to  take  care  of  ourselves.  We 
cannot  retrace  our  steps  in  this  matter.  The  law 
is  alfeady  passed;  one  thousand  applicants  have 
already  received  their  certificates;  and  we  owe  it  to 
omselves;,  to  our  country,  to  the  pensioners  them- 
selves, io  pass  this  amendment  as  an  act  of  sheer 
justice.  We  have  passed  the  law,  and  jus- 
tice requires  that  we  should  make  appropriations 
to  meet  it. 

Mr.  DAVIS  expressed  his  gratification  at  the  re- 
fisal  of  the  Senator  from  New  Jersey  [Mr.  Wall] 
to  withdraw  the  amendment,  and  said  that,  if  he 
had  done  so,  he  should  have  renewed  it  himself. 
Those  who  bad  received  certificates  under  ihe  act 
of  lbs  last  session,  were  entitled  to  their  pensions, 
and  eoaJd  not  be  deprived  of  them;  and  as  the  time 
wfaea  these  certificates  would  be  due  was  drawing 
near,  he  thought  it  very  proper  that  provision 
shoaid  be  made  for  them  in  this  bill. 

Mr.  D.  made  a  few  remarks  defending  the  pen- 
aon  system  generally,  and  the  act  of  the  last  ses- 
sion in  parucular,  and  denied  that  our  pension  lift 
was  at  all  assimilated  to  that  of  Great  Britain, 
where  persons  were  pensioned  who  had  rendered 
00  service  to  their  country.  He  asked  if  those  who 
fought  and  bled  threngh  the  war  of  the  Revolution 
were  to  be  compared  with  those  who  were  put  in 
the  red  book  of  Qreai  Britain,  without  any  merit  of 
their  own;  and  were  their  wounds  to  be  no  more  re- 
garded t^n  the  hereditary  claims  of  the  British 
penaoner! 

Bftr.  D.  aAer  commenting  on  the  meiits  and  ser- 
vices of  the  soldiers  of  the  Revolution,  and  referring 
to  the  depreciated  funds  in  which  they  were  paid, 
asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  amendment, 
which  were  accordingly  ordered. 

Mr.  HUBBARD  remarked,  that  when  he  was 
up  before,  he  stated  that,  if  his  honorable  friend 
fiom  New  Jeney  should  not  accede  to  his  request, 
that  he  Aould  vote  for  the  amendment  proposed; 
and  bt  alw  stated  that  he  was  much  in  favor  of  the 
bill  reported  at  the  last  session  from  the  Commit- 
tee on  Fensioos,  and  which  has  become  the  law  of 
the  land.  He  very  fully  concurred  in  the  views  of 
the  Senator  from  Massachusetts,  ia  relation  to  this 
whole  subject.  He  never  had  regarded,  and  he 
never  could  regard,  the  present  pension  system,  as 
it  existed  under  our  Government,  and  in  pursuance 
of  the  various  acts  of  Congress,  as  mere  gratuities. 
If  ha  had  viewed  this  subject  in  that  light,  it  never 
conklhave  received  his  support.  He  had  had 
some  ccmneetion  with  the  act  of  June  7, 1832.  He 
was,  at  the  time  of  its  passage,  a  member  of  the 
other  House,  and  at  the  head  of  the  Committee  on 
^Revolntioiiary  Pensions;  and  sure  he  was,  that 
when  that  bill  was  reported  from  thai  committee, 
and  while  it  was  imder  the  consideration  of  the 
oUier  House,  it  was  at  no  time  treated  or  considered 
as  a  mete  act  of  generosity,  as  a  mere  donation 
OB  the  part  of  the  Government.  It  was,  in  his 
^pimm,  but  an  imperfect  discharge  of  a  most  just, 
hot  long  neglected  debt,  to  a  small  remnant  of  the 
sorvivors  pf  the   Revolution;  a  debt  contracted 


when   the  Government  could  not  pay;  but  which 
was  then  uncancelled,  and  due  (o  those  men  who 
had  achieved  the  independence  of  their  country. 
It  was  for  such  a  class  of  our  citizens— n^en  who 
had  faithfully  served,  in  that  day  of  danger  and 
discouragement,    for  a  period  not  less  than  six 
months  in  the  war  of  the  Revolution — that  the  act 
of  July,   1839  provided.       Can  it  be  said  with 
even  the  shadow  of  truth,  thai  these  men  had  been 
bona  fide  paid   by  this  Government  for  the  services 
which  they  had  thus  performed  for  their  country! 
If  so,  how,  and  in  what  way  was  this  debt  of  the 
Revolution  diseharged?     Certainly  it  will  not,  at 
this  time,  ia  this  period  of  our  prosperity  be,  said 
that  the  final  settlement  certificates,  a  paper  when 
given  which  could  not  have  been  converted  into 
specie    at    a     less   sacrifice    than    three-fourths 
of  its  nominal  value,  was  a  fair,  honest,  and  just 
liquidation  of  these  elaims  for  revolutionary  service. 
He  never  had,  and  he  never  could,  view  this  mat- 
ter in  this  light.    He  had  seen  too  many  of  those 
men^ho  had  fought  the  battles  of  the  Revolution. 
He  had  heard  too  often  their  stories  of  suffiering 
and  distress,  which  they  were  forced  to  endure  by 
reason  of  the  miserable,  depreciated,  and  almost 
worthless  currency  in  which  they  were  paid  for 
their  services  in  the  Revolution;  and  when  he  ,as 
the  organ  of  the  Committee  of  Pensions  of  the  other 
House,  recommended  the  pas.<^e  of  the  act  of 
June,  1832,  it  was  urged  and  sustained  throughout 
as  a  measrfre  providing  for  the  partial  payment  for 
revolutionary  services.  The  act  of  June,  1833,  was 
in  its  terms  but  an  addition  to  the  act  of  May  1, 
1828.    It  must  be  fresh  in  the  recollection  of  Se- 
nators now  present  upon  what  principle  that  act 
was  sustained.    Was  it  then  considered  as  a  gra- 
tuity to  that  class  of  our  citizens  who  had  faithful- 
ly served  their  country  to  the  close  of  the  Revolu- 
tion?   It  provided  for  them,  and  it  provided  only 
for    them.      The     Continental    Congress     'had, 
by  resolution  after  resolution,  made  liberal  pro- 
vision to  those  who  should  continue  in  theservice  to 
the  close  of  the  revolution.    First  half-pay  for  life, 
and    that   commuted    for    five   years*  full   pay. 
The     non-fulfilment    of    these    resolutions,   the 
manner  in  which  the  services  of  these  men  had 
been  requited  by  their  Government,  induced  the 
passage  of  the  act  of  May,"  1838.    All  admitted 
that  it  was  a  most  just  measure  of  legislation;  and 
the  act  of  June,  1833,  was  bat  an  extension  of  the 
benefits  of  the  act  of  May,  1838.    It  granted  pen- 
sions to  those,  whether  miliiia.  State,  or  continent- 
als, according  to  the  period  of  their  service,  with- 
holding pensions  from  those  who  had  rendered  a 
less  period  of  service  than  six  months.    This  was. 
the  general  provision  of  the  act  of  June,  1833.    It 
was  founded  on  Revolutionary  service,  and  on  that 
alone;  it  was  intended  to  make  same  satisfaction 
for  that  service,  and  for  that  alone.    It  may  be 
well  to  just  trace  the  history  of  our  pension  system, 
and  see  how  the  several  acts  granting  these  annui- 
'  ties  were  passed.    The  act  of  March,  1818,  the 
first  general  peasion  act,  seems  to  find  favor  here, 
and  the  several  acts  granting  pensions  for  disabili- 
ties incurred  during  the  Revolution  and  during  the 
last  war,  seem  also  most  justly  to  find  favor  here. 
Will  any  Senator  say  that  the  act  of  March,  1818, 
was  supported  on  the  ground  of  mere  gratnityl  that 
it  was  passed  on  any  such  ground?    No:  it  was 
supported,  and  it  was  passed,  on  the  ground  of 
service.    It  is  perfectly  true  that  the  act  of  March, 
1818,  was' not  only  extremely  limited  in  its  provi- 
sions— including  those,  and  those  only,  who  were 
attached  to  the  continental  line— but  it  was  also 
extremely  humiliating  in  its  requisitions.    Its  bene- 
fits were  intended  to  be  extended  only  to  those  who 
were  either  tenants  of  the  poor-house,  or  supported 
by  private  charity.    But,  nevertheless,   that  bill 
was  also  founded  on  service  alone;  and  under  its 
provisions,  a  much  larger  number  than  was  ever 
anticipated  was  added  to  the  pension  roll.  This  led 
to  the  passage  of  the  act  of  1830,  which,  for  a 
tim^,   suspended  the    pensions  which  had  been 
granted  under  the  act  of  March,  1818,  and  which 
required  that  schedules  of  property  should  be  fur- 
nished, that  the  Department  might  judge  whether 
the  applicants  were  in  such  indigent  circumstances 
as  to  need  relief  'from  the  country.    It  was  done 
and  die  consequence  Was,  that  nearly  one-half  of 


the  number  who  had  been  placed  on  (he  pension 
list,  undf^r  the  act  of  March,  1618,  were  never 
reinstated.  It  must  be  recollected,  that  more 
than  twenty  thousand  had,  at  one  time,  been 
admitted  under  that  act;  and  when  th»  list 
of  pensioners  under  the  act  of  June,  1833,  is  com- 
pared with  the  list  under  the  act  of  March,  1818, 
it  should  be  borne  in  mind  that  probably  not  less 
than  cine-third  of  those  now  pensioners  under  the 
act  of  June,  1833,  were  once  included  in  the  list  of 
pensioners  under  the  act  of  March,.  181 8«  The  act 
of  June,  1833,  includes  those  who  served  in  the  mi- 
litia and  'as  State  troops,  as  well  as  those  who 
served  in  the  continental  line  for  six  months  and 
upwards;  granting  pensions  in  proportion  to 
the  period  of  service  equal  to  one-half  the  ori- 
ginal pay;  not  in  any  case  to  grant  a  pension 
for  a  period  of  more  than  two  years'  servicer 
while  the  act  of  March,  1818,  grants  a  pension  or 
ninety-six  dollars  a  year  for  any  period  of  service 
not  less  than  nine  months.  It  is  not,  therefore,  dif- 
ficult to  account  for  the  difiference  in  the  number  of 
the  pensioners  under  these  different  acts.  He  was 
perfectly  aware  that  there  was  not  less  than  twenty- 
five  thousand  en  the  list  under  the  act  of  June, 
1833,  while  ther^  was  less  than  ten  thousand  under 
the  act  of  March,  1818«  But  it  should  also  be  re^ 
membered  that  by  the  provisions  of  the  acts  of  Con- 
gress, invalid  pensioners,  for  disabilities  incurred 
during  the  war  of  the  Revolution,  are  entitled  also 
to  all  the  benefits  of  the  act  of  June,  1833.  He 
therefore  found  no  difllculty  in  accounting  for  the 
difierence  in  the  number  of  pensioners  under  the 
act  of  March,  1818,  and  the  number  under  the  act 
of  June,  1839. 

Af\er  these  acts  bad  been  passed.  Congress,  by  a 
law  of  1836,  extended  all  the  benefits  of  the  act  of 
June,  1833,  to  the  widows  of  those  soldiers  of  the 
Revolution  whose  husbands  had  died  before  the 
passage  of  the  act,  and  where  the  marriage  took 
place  before  the  expiration  of  the  last  period  of  their 
husbands'  service.  This  act,  as  far  as  it  went,  he 
veiily  believed  met  with  general  approbation 
through  the  country.  It  was  regarded  as 
an  act  of  justice,  as  well  as  humanity.  But 
it  was  extremely  difficult  to  understand  the 
reason  why  those  widows,  whose  marriage  took 
place  before  the  expiration  of  their  husbands*  ser- 
vice, should  be  pensioned,  and  those  widows,  whose 
marriage  took  place  immediately  after  the  close  of 
Ihe  Revolutionary  struggle,  should  be  excluded. 
There  seemed  to  be  no  good  reason  for  the  distinc- 
tion—it was  invidious  in  iui  character — it  was  un- 
just in  its  eflfect,  and  memorial  after  memorial,  re- 
solution after  resolution  was  introduced  with  a 
view  to  do  away  with  this  distinction,  and  the  Com- 
mittee on  Pensions,  at  the  last  session,  responding 
to  these  calls,  introduced  the  bill  which  is  now 
under. consideration.  It  was  reported,  had  its  se- 
veral readings  here,  was  passed,  had  its  several 
readings  in  the  other  House,  and  was  passed;  and 
during  its  progress,  not  one  woid  was  heard  in 
either  branch  in  opposition  to  the  measure.  And 
what  is  now  proposed?  That  the  appropriation  ne- 
cessary to  carry  it  into  efi'ect,  should  be  withheld, 
because  the  act  could  not  have  been  well  consid- 
ered. Congress  failed  to  do  its  duty  l&t  ihe  last  ses- 
sion, in  not  making  the  requisite  appropriation; 
and  he  presumed  that  Senators  supposed  that  this 
act  with  the  acts  of  May,  1838,  June,  1833,  and 
Jcme,  1836,  contained  a  clause  making  the  neces- 
sary appropriations  to  carry  it  into  eifect. 
He  presumed  that  a  majority  in  this  or  the  other 
House  could  not  be  found  in  favor  of  repealing  this 
act;  and  it  seemed  to  him  passing  strange  that, 
while  the  act  exists  in  the  statute  book,  there  should 
be  a  single  Senator  who  would  vote  to  withhold  the 
appropriation,  and  thus  defeat  the  practical  opera* 
tion  of  a  measure  which  has  been  sanctioned  by  ths 
legislative  power  of  the  Government. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  regarded  the  whole  system  of  » 
pensions  in  a  light  far  different  form  that  in  which 
it  was  viewed  by  the  Senators  from  Massachusetts 
and  New  Hampshire.  With  the  exception  of  the 
first  pension  aot,  he  looked  upon  it  as  little  more  than 
a  system  of  distributing  the  public  revenue.  It  grew 
out  of  the  protective  system,  and  was  founded  on  no 
principle  of  justice  or  patriotism,  far  it  took  all  who 
served  in  the  Revolution,  and  put  those  ^o  only  tnr«i 
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ned  uut  on  a  tour  of  three  months  in  the  same  footing 
as  those  who  had  fought  the  battles  of  the  whole 
war.  He  understood  this  system  irom  begmning  to 
end)  and  it  was  commeoced  as  a  means  of  disburs- 
ing the  publie  revenue  which  had  been  iniquitous- 
]y  collected.  To  tell  him  that  all  these  nowon  the 
pension  list  deserved  the  bounty  if  the  GK)vemment, 
was  to  impose  on  him  a  humbw;  too  gross  to  be 
listened  to.  Pension  laws  were  passed,  and  there 
were  swarms  of  undertakers  here,  and  in  the 
States,  who  hunted  up  documents  and  brought 
forward  every  description  of  claims,  just  or 
unjust,  and  passed  them  on  the  Department  with- 
out a  possibility  of  their  guarding  against  the 
grossest  fraud  in  a  number  of  cases.  It  was  im- 
possible for  Congress  to  pass  pension  laws  without 
having  a  plenty  to  support  them.  To  show  how 
'  the  system  operated  he  would  mention  one  fact. 
Before  Ccngrless  undertook  the  business  of  pension- 
ing the  soldiers  of  the  Revolution,  Massachusetts 
and  South  Carolina  each  had  pension  laws  of  their 
own.  The  pension  list  of  South  Carolina  amount- 
ed to  $14,000  annually,  while  that  of  Massachu- 
setts amounted  to  only  flOOO.  Well,  Congress 
took  these  pensions  in  hand,  and  after  the  expira- 
tion of  several  years  the  pensioners  of  Maoachu- 
setts  are  swelled  up  to  (300,000  per  annum,  while 
those  of  South  Carolina  receive  only  $10,000. 
Now  this  fact  alone  would  show  that  the  pension 
system  did  not  origmate  in  patriotism,  because  it 
would  not  be  denied  that  the  patriotism  of  the  one 
State  was  as  great  as  that  of  the  other.  It 
was  time  that  this  thing  was  stopped,  or 
they  would  have  to  run  the  country  in  debt  to 
provide  for  it.  He  knew  very  well  that 
as  long  as  there  was  money  in  the  Treasury,  it  would 
be  got  at)  but  h^  thanked  Providence  that  the 
time  had  come  round  when  they  must  stop  short  in 
their  career  of  extravagance.  We  had  now  no 
surplus;  and  the  compromise  bill  was  bringing  down 
the  revenue,  while  there  seemed  to  be  a  general 
disinclination  to  increase  the  national  debt.  He 
took  his  ground  beforehand,  and  solemnly  declared 
that  he  never  would  agree  either  to  increase  the  ta- 
riff or  create  a  new  debt;  and  he  called  on  all  those 
who  thought  with  him  to  resist,  at  the  outset,  any 
measure  which  led  to  those  evils.  He  rejoiced  at 
the  crimination  and  recrimination  which  be  heard 
on  that  floor  between  the  two  contending  parties  on 
the  subject  of  extravagant  expenditure.  Both  par- 
ties, in  his  opinion,  were  in  fault,  but  the  Opposi- 
tion party,  who  were  the  most  fosward  in  making 
these  charges,  were  certainly  the  most  in  fault.  As 
an  Opposition  party,  it  would  be  more  becoming  in 
them  to  do  all  in  their  power  to  check  extravagant 
expenditures;  but  instead  of  that,  it  was  mainly 
through  their  means  that  our  expenditures  had  been 
so  frreat.  He  oramed  the  friends  of  the  Adminis- 
tration that  it  was  now  time  to  economise.  This 
year  we  might  get  through  with  our  expenses  with- 
out embarrassment,  and  so,  also,  as  to  the  second 
year;  but  the  third  year  the  press  would  come,  and 
we  should  have  the  utmost  difficulty  in  making  our 
resources  meet  the  necessary  wants  of  the  Gk^vein- 
menr. 

Mr.  BENTON  observed  that  the  Senator  from 
Massachusetts  [Mr.  Davis]  had  arrayed  before 
them  the  wounded  men  of  the  Revolution,  mashed 
to  pieces  by  ball,  and  covered  with  wounds,  and 
asks  if  we  wouM  take  away  the  small  pittance 
which  they  received  from  the  gratitude  and  justice 
of  their  country.  He  would  tell  that  gentleman,  that 
if  this  pension  list  is  reduced  to  those  who  received 
wounds  in  the  service  of  the  country,  these  forty 
thousand  pensioners  will  decrease  more  rapidly 
than  did  Falstaflfs  men  in  buckram.  If  the  list 
was  reduced  to  those  who  received  wounds  in  the 
Revolution,  or  in  the  subsequent  Indian  wars,  or 
in  the  late  war  with  Great  Britain,  not  one 
tithe  of  those  who  now  enjoy  pensions  would 
be  on  the  list.  If  for  all  those  who  were  wounded 
in  the  Revolution,  taking  the  whole  of  them  to- 
gether, 40,000  are  to  be  pressed  on  our  sympathies, 
every  wounded  soldier,  every  cripple  would  have  to 
bear  on  his  shoulders  the  burden  of  ten  sound  men. 
His  voice  would  snrely  always  be  in  favor  of  the 
meritorious  soldier  who  served  his  country  faithful- 
ly in  the  Re  volution;  bat  be  could  not  agree  that 
there  was  any  jostice  or  ezpcdieney  in  pensioiufig 


this  laige  number.  Mr.  B.  then  took  a  view  of  the 
different  pension  acts,  from  1818,  up  to  this  time, 
showing  bow  ihenamberof  pensionenhad  gradual- 
ly increased.  He  was  suiBciently  fhmiliar  with 
the  subject  to  know  that  there  are  now  put  on  the 
pension  roll  numbers  who  bad  enlisted  afler  the 
surrender  of  Lord  Comwallis,  and  who  never 
moved  from  their  firesides^  and  these  persons  are 
all  to  be  forced  on  our  sympathies  as  wounded  «•!- 
diers  of  the  Revolution. 

Mr.  B.  next  spoke  particularly  against  the  im- 
propriety of  engrafting  on  the  ordinary  ap- 
propriation bills  for  the  support  of  Gk>vemment, 
objects  which  ought  to  stand  on  their  own  merits. 
The  subject  introduced  by  the  amendment  of  the 
Senator  from  New  Jersey,  [Mr.  Wall,]  was  one 
certainly  worthy  of  an  examination,  and  it  ought 
to  stand  by  itself. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  observed,  that  if  he  under- 
stood this  amendment,  he  did  not  think  that  either 
the  Senator  from  South  Carolina,  [Mr.  Calhouv,] 
or  the  Senator  from  Missouri  [Mr.  Bsnton,]  un- 
derstood it.  Unless  he  was  mistaken  this  was  not 
a  provision  to  pension  men,  but  applied  exclusively 
to  old  ladies,  widows  of  revolutionary  soldiers,  and 
it  was  for  them  that  this  provision  was  to  be  made. 
Now  in  any  system  of  economy  he  did  not  think 
we  ought  to  attack  the  old  ladies  ft  rat;  and  as  the 
Government  of  the  United  States  had  pledged  it- 
self to  make  them  this  payment,  the  amendment 
ought  to  pass.  Whether  the  act  creating  these 
pensions  was  right  or  wxoiig,  he  would  not  under- 
take to  say;  but  the  law  having  been  passed,  we 
were  bound  in  good  faith  to  carry  it  into  eflbet. 
The  first  law  pasted  in  1836  provided  that 
if  a  lady  had  married  a  Revolutionary  soldier 
before  the  term  of  his  service  expired,  and  bad 
faithfully  remained  his  widow  ever  since;  that 
that  widow,  old,  helpless,  and  faithful  to  her  fin;t 
husband,  ought  to  receive  from  the  bounty  of  the 
Government  a  sufficiency  to  preserve  her  (rom 
want.  He  had  no  doubt  but  the  pension  system 
bad  been  grossly  abused,  and  that  some  persons 
were  on  the  list  who  did  not  deserve  to  be  there; 
but  if  be  were  going  to  put  it  down,  be  would  not 
for  Uie  first  time  violate  the  act  of  Congress  by  refus- 
ing to  make  the  necessary  appropriation  to  carry  it 
into  effect,  as  far  as  the  ladies  were  concerned,  and 
at  all  events  he  would  not  begin  with  them.  The 
law  of  the  last  session  was  extended,  so  ax  to  pro- 
vide for  those  widows  who  were  married  up  to 
January,  1794.  He  did  not  know  whether  he 
would  have  voted  for  this  law  or  not;  but  it  had 
been  passed;  it  was  now  on  the  .statute  book;  the 
time  of  payment  was  drawing  ni^h,  and  an  at- 
tempt was  now  made  to  withhold  from  these  wi> 
dows  the  pensions  so  promised  them,  by  refusing 
to  make  the  appropriation. 

It  had  been  objected  that  this  bill  wa«  not  the 
proper  place  in  which  to  insert  the  provision  for 
these  pensions.  Now,  what  was  the  appronri.^tp 
sphere  of  an  appropriation  bilP  Was  it  ict  tc 
provide  for  carrying  out  tlie  exisuni:  lav?-.?  an  I,  it 
80,  was  tb3re  not  here  pre^entf^l  an  exisimg  law  tn 
be  carried  into  effect?  And  did  any  iKxiy  suppose 
that  any  appropriation  bill  could  now  be  intro- 
duced and  passed  in  sufiicieni  time  to  provide  lor 
these  pensions  by  the  firit  of  January,  when  the 
certificates  for  them  berome  due?  The  time  to 
contend  against  the  principle  involved  was  when 
the  bill  passed,  and  not  now,  when  the  faith  of  the 
Government  was  committed.  With  regard  to  eco- 
nomy, he  was  glad  to  hear  the  sentiments  that  hai 
been  expressed  on  all  sides.  Economy,  howcv«) , 
was  a  matter  ef  detail,  and  not  of  genera's,  since 
the  most  extravagant  men  ha  had  known  had 
preached  the  best  sermons  in  favor  ot  economy. 
Now  be,  for  his  part,  was  prepared  to  act  in  detail, 
and  resist  these  extravagant  expenditures  that  had 
been  so  often  referred  to,  one  by  one,  whenever 
they  should  be  proponed,  though  he  should  be 
charged  with  illiberalify  for  so  doing;  but  the  last 
act  of  economy  thai  he  would  practice,  would  be  to 
withhold  these  pensions,  aAer  Congress  had  passed 
a  solemn  act  declaring  that  it  would  provide  for 
these  widows  who  are  now  all  near  the  grave,  and 
make  their  old  age  comfortable.  When  the  proper 
time  came  to  examine  into  the  pension  list,  he 
trusted  that  he  would  be  willing  to  do  tha!  which 


eoonomy  as  well  ■•  joaiice  required.  Boi  k  c4 
not  agree  to  nutka  the  case  of  tb«e  widsvii^ii 
for  the  exercise  of  ibfl  former. 

Mr.  BENTON  ohMTved  that  thedoeaaMM  A^ 
ed  two  elaMes  of  widows  od  the^Maaoanl;! 
one  class  oldar  than  the  laac,  who,  pethifi,  ti| 
not  thank  the  geatleman  from  Peaaiflniiil 
making  them  oat  to  be  so  ancient   'AeMtfl 
laat  session  extended  the  pension  Ust  to  thw  j 
ried  up  to  1794,  and  hesoppoaed  tint  the  lext^ 
would  bo  to  extend  it  to  tbote  who  were  mini 
to  1824,  or  even  up  to  this  time.    He  at  mi 
son  for  a  distinction  after  going  beyond  time  i 
were  the  matrons  of  the  Revolntioa,  suji^ 
home  attending  to  the  datiae  of  their  taniiiB,i 
their  bosbanda  were  absent  igfatiagthebiidi 
their  country.    This  last  mentioned  claa  deaq 
their  pensaons,  and  were  not  to  be  eompind  j 
those  who  were  giria  when  the  lastfaa  of tkili 
lotion  was  ftrad,  or,  parhapa,  not  thea  bon. 

Mr.  DAVIS  said  thai  the  Senator  liroa 
aovri  [Mr.  BsMTOir]  who  has  foal  takea 
has  shifted  his  groond  somewhat  on  tte 
He  was  not  diapoeed  to  eoosnme  time  ia  fc 
him.  The  day  of  payment  of  these  penaioiiitf 
hand,  and  provision  most  be  made  to  pioriil 
them.  He  did  not  think  there  was  any  geste 
who  would  oppose  the  appropriation  on  priK|^ 
though  they  might,  becanae  they  deemed it«i 
plaee.  Tbe  Senator  from  Sooth  GaroiiHi!! 
Calboon]  deaignalea  it  as  a  mode  cfteoj^tii 
the  pablic  money;  a  diatribatkm  bill,  an  ' 
distribution  bilL  Yoa  may,  sir,  with  jaAtiaai 
^  propriety  apply  this  to  any  other  approfritttf 
the  public  money.  I  go  on  the  ground  liailiii 
an  appropriation  for  sernees  rendered,  udm 
grataity  at  all.  The  Senator  also  mys  it  iii  f 
tem  peculiar  to  one  portion  or  aectioB  of  tkoa 
try:  be  also  aajrs  i  ie  connected  with  ik  f» 
tive  syatem.  The  honorable  Senator  ikaldhi 
recollected  that  the  first  act  gimnting  pcanai 
Revolutionaiy  soldiers,  pasaed  in  18H  u^^ 
principal  one  in  1890:  tbe  tariff  aet  was  aot  ptf 
till  1824,  four  years  afHer  tbe  prinoipil  yw  j 
law  was  passed.  These  facts  do  not  antiiiii  { 
statement  of  the  honorable  SMalor.  Hih! 
instituted  a  comparison  between  the  patiioiiB^ 
South  Carolina  and  Maasachnaette. 

[Mr.  Calhoun  disclaimed  this,  aiTd  $sid  kh 
alluded  to  the  difference  of  payment  madr « it 
claims  of  the  respective  States.] 

But  these  acts  are  not  designed  to  reintai 
Stales,  but  to  pay  individuals.  If  die  reeodii 
the  Rrvoluiion  would  be  seaietaed,  it  woald  be  a 
certained  that  Ma«sachusetts  fumished  ooewi 
the  whole  army  that  achieved  our  iadepeodaa  I 
i^  a^^erted  that  there  are  frauds,  and  fiM** » 
gro'  "^  character,  in  rplation  to  the?*  chinK.  IJ 
I  am  pfi  f»  ctlv  rea«ly  to  have  the  names  of  tki* 
viil'i.i! . '  .^ikv  of  them  expunged  from  tbe  pa« 
lull.  ?.n.»  hni  uiilv  thar,  blxi  have  thtm  tnid," 
}>niit  hfil  lor  ih'*  crime  cf  perjury;  but  wkftf* 
il»pr  evi.lfinre  wab  U-ufhi  firwardthan  h*i*Jj 
been  adduced,  he  ui.uUi  n«.c  believe  it  to  be* 
tact.  It  IS  not  ju:»i  to  atianh  ihi>  odioas  cbUff' 
the.se  venerated  and  respected  individnaiJ, »  w» 
we  owe  the  political  bit*  iin^s  we  enjoy,  iMfl^ 
the  privilege  of  holding  our  uau  here.  ^ 

Mr.  CALHOUN,  in  reply  to  Mr.  DaVS,  ^ 
that  when  he  spoke  of  the  pension  system  a^  w^ 
ing  grown  out  of  the  protective  system,  I*" 
coorw  excepted  tbe  act  of  1818.  ^"^ J^'j! 
'?a:d,  ohgiaated  in  mistake.  Ft  was  in'wd"^"** 
carried  through  by  Gen.  BtoomfieW,  Uien  i  ^ 
from  New  Jeisey,  who  declared  himsrlf  willi^ 
pledge  his  whole  private  fcirtvne  Uiai  ^  •■* 
amount  necessary  to  provide  for  the  cliff  of  P* 
rions  introduced  into  chat  hill  would.  »ot  fi«« 
#200,000.  He,  as  Secretary  of  War,  bad  to -Jj 
this  act  into  effect,  and  having  made  hj«  cw^w- 
tions,  the  oonclnsion  he  arrived  at  waFihalu**** 
require  upwards  of  a  million;  but  the  a"»*""*^jL 
pcnded  under  it,  the  very  firat  year,  was  at  *^ 
two  miliion.s,lhoush  he  exercised  ihcntaiosf  vg^ 
to  Keep  down  the  expense.  Had  be  cxecowlj^ 
law  in  a  liberal  spirit,  the  expenditure  woow  »^ 
exceeded  three  millions.  .     . 

After  some  fnrther  remarks  from  Mr.  C  la  ''P 
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'pr^iiion  10  the  pcltsioo  system  generally,  and  frpm 
Mr.  Oatis  in  nfiy, 

Mr.  WALL.  ^  My  honorable  fritnd  from  Mis- 
souri has  said  this  was  a  very  xmuaual  course,  and 
vas  calculated  to  retard  the  passage  of,  and  defeat 
ibe  btU  to  which  it  was  offered  as  an  amendment. 
B«  not  so,  sir.  We  passed  this  bill  at  the  last  ses- 
aoB,afld  tak«ig.caFB  of  ovselres,  neglected  to 
make  pro? ision  fi^  the  payment  of  these  old  wo- 
men; aad  ve  are  called  on  by  evary  motjye  of  jus- 
tice to  do  it  now. «  Where  is  the  difference  between 
the  bill  and  the  amendment  which  is  offered  to  it? 
Whai  giTe^  us  the  power  to  pass  tlie  bill  for  oar 
compensatio^rSecaose  it  is  a  law  apon  the  sta- 
tnte  book.  Iljbl  gives  Ihesa  old  women  a  claim 
npoa  oar  J°^*ttf^  because  a  law  granting  them 
eorapeosaiion  f|lpon  the  statute  book;  aad  because 
I  make  a  motMSo  that  effect,  die  honorable  gen> 
4leann  takes  Amvion  to  charge  me  with  an  intent 
lioa  to  defeat  dR  passage  of  the  appropriation  bill, 
aad  emUirniss  the  operations  of  the  Government. 
My  honorable  friend  should  have  considered  w«ll 
b^oie  he  made  this  chante.  He  has  done  me 
gieal  iojuslice.  I  rrjoioc  rhat  1  had  the  opportu- 
aity  of  making  ihyu^  raoiian.  I  could  not  have 
loolnd  ny  eon-^itaents  in  the  face,  had  I  neglected 
to  piDvide  for  thes^  poor,  aged  and  helpK^  women, 
toWfiag  OB  the  brink  of  the  grave,  in  this  inclement 
taspa,  without  a  mouthful  of  food  for  snstciiaucc, 
or  shelter  to  bonse  them. 

BCr.  BENTON  said  ihe  Senator  frum  New  Jcr- 
aey  was  mistaken  in  supposing  that  he  charged 
him  with  a  design  to  defeat  this  bill.    He  spoke 
only  of  tbe  eoBsequences  resulting  from  mixing  up 
iaeoagraovs  matter  in  the  same  bill.    As  the  gen- 
tleman CroB  New  Jersey  was  so  anxious  about 
these  widows,  he  would  ask  him  if  those  who  were 
mairied  on  the  second  day  of  January,  1794,  were 
not  as  much  entitled  to  pensioas  as  those  who  were 
married  on  the  find?    Would  not  every  word  of 
his  pathetie  appeal  a|»ply  as  well  in  behalf  of  all 
^oae  who  were  married  up  (o  this  day  as  to  those 
who  w€rm  married  previous  to  1st  January,  1794. 
Mr.  MORRIS  expressed  great  satisfaction  at  the 
diKaaaion  of  this  subject  which  had  taken  place. 
For  his  own  part  he  was  donbtftel  whether  or  not 
he  ihoaJd  vote  for  this  amendment.    While  he 
was  eppooed  Co  ecir  whole  system  of  pensions,  he 
aekaowMged  Ibe  obligation  to  provide  (jK  the  car- 
rymg  oat  the  laws  already  enacted.    Vwkd  as  he 
was  on  the  Committee  on  psensions,  he  occupied  a 
lake  position.     He  doubted    the  propriety  and 
beaelicial   leadeocy  of  the  system,  and  thought 
thai  it  was  the  parent  of  innumerable   frauds. 
He  agrttd  with    the    honm'able  Senator   from 
South  Cwolina  [Mr.  Calhoun]  that  it  was  time  for 
as  in  panse  iBthia  bosinefls;  to  stop  and  look  round 
oi;  that  we  might  not  only,  by  hasty  and  ill-advised 
masuBB,  do  much  mischtef  by  creating  demands 
upon  the  Tireasnry  and  exhausting  the  means  of 
Ibe  Govonment,  but,  by  a  false  and  pernicious 
syrtem  orgaLloities,  do  an  injury  to  those  whom  it 
was  intended  to  benefit.    The  law  of  last  session 
vas  patted  against  his  better  judgment.     [Mr. 
Moaatshere  went  into  a  recapitulation  of  the  rea- 
sons that  hiduced  the  Committee  on  Pensions  to 
report  the-  hill.]    He  contended  chat  it  was  a  gra- 
taicy;  a/1  pensions  are  gratuities.    The  soldier  en- 
ters into  service  for  the  pay  and  emoluments  of  his 
raak,  and  all  that  he  receives  over  snd  above  is  a 
gnuaity.    When  the  Treasury  is  drained,  and  we 
are  straitened  in  oar  resources,  he  thought  that  in 
any  Mfaeme  of  retrenchment  mere  gratuities  should 
be  the  first  expenditures  to  begin  with.    He  was 
ia  &vor  of  ioppiilg  off  all  extraneous  and  unneces- 
sary expendi Hires.    Tbe  honorable  Senator  from 
M assachnseHs  [Mr.  jDavis]  has  asserted,  and  as- 
sarted repeatedly,  that  though  Senators  objected  to 
^s  appropriation,  on  account  of  its  being  placed 
as  an  amendment  to  a  common  appropriation  bill, 
yac  DO  Senator  hid  objected  to  the  pension  system, 
er  woakl  object  to  the  system.    He  should  be  happy 
Is  see  some  gentleman  submit  i     MMtioa  to  instruct 
Ike  Committee  on  Pensions  to  bring  in  a  bill  re- 
psaling  the  whole  system.    The  honorable  gentle- 
muk  would  then  be  convinced  that  there  was  one 
r  at  least  who  would  Cake  a  stand  against  all 
sort  of  feeling  and  sympathy   which  had 
engendeitMl  by  an  anray  of  an  army  of  old 


ladidsi  agaio^t  us.  We  should  not  permit  our  feel- 
ings for  laoies,  eiiher  old  or  young,  to  prompt  us 
to  put  our  hands  into  the  public  Treasury.  These 
pension  bills  find  too  easy  access;  they  are  passed 
tco  eas^y.  I  have  known  young  aihietic  men  to 
come  before  ihe  committee  and  claim  pensions 
granted  to  their  mothers  or  other  relations,  and  when 
granted,  claim  them  as  their  own.  Why,  it  was 
made  a  mere  business  of:  as  soon  as  a  law  was 
passed,  claims  were  hunted  up  by  agents  and 
ethers  that  would  have  never  been  thought  of. 
Persons  who  bave  no  disposition  to  enter  into  this 
business,  are  induced  to  do  so  by  representations  that 
their  claim  v  as  as  good  as  another's;  that  the 
Treasury  was  full,  and  Congress  did  not  know 
what  to  do  with  the  public  money.  When 
the  fir<i  act  was  passed,  pioviding  for  the 
soldiers  of  the  Revolution  who  were  in  need  of 
pecuniary  aFsistance,  many  of  tbem  were  in  com- 
tbrtable  circumstances.  Thay  were  induced  to 
convey  their  property  to  their  sons,  took  the  oath 
of  poverty,  and  received /heir  pensions.  Was  not 
this  a  fraud,  morally  speaking,  and  a  fraud 
tempted  by  the  legislation  o£  this  Govern- 
ment? Notwiifas-tanding  the  great  number  of 
persons  on  the  pension  list,  at  least  five  claims 
vKre  rejected  to  every  one  that  was  grant- 
ed, producing  a  great  deal  of  hatred  and  ill  will 
to  (he  GuvcinmeEt,  because  every  claimant  thinks 
hi'j  claun,  and  his  right  to  a  pension,  as  good  as 
auoihcr's.  With  these  views  of  the  present  pen- 
sion hystf^m,  I  am  prepared  to  repeal  it.  I  think  it 
mjmious  10  the  couutry,  and  of  comparatively  lit- 
tle qood  to  those  intended  to  be  benefited.  I  am 
willing  that  the  invalids  and  soldiers  of  the  Revo- 
lution should  be  provided  for.  As  regards  the  act 
the  appropriation  for  which  is  under  consideration, 
he  thought  that,  sol  as  due,  the  pension  should 
be  paid,  l^til  the  law  is  changed  we  should  com- 
ply with  1(8  pre  virions,  but  the  amount  already 
called  for  under  us  provisions  should  warn  us  of 
the  impolicy  of  continuing  the  system.  Here  are 
already  one  thousand  women  enrolled  since  last 
year,  and  how  many  more  will  be  enrolled  no  one 
can  tell.  He  hoped  that  something  would  be  done 
by  Congress  at  an  early  day  as.|&  guide  for  tbe  ac- 
tion of  the  Committee  on  Pensions:  whether  we 
should  recommend  those  cases  that  appealed  to  our 
sympathies,  or  those  of  whose  justice  our  reason 
was  convinced.  He  thought  the  whole  system  was 
liable  to  objection;  that,  even  to  the  aged  veterans 
intended  to  be  benefitted  by  it,  it  has  operated  as  an 
iiijarv.  By  throwing  them  on  the  pittance  of  eight 
dollars  a  month,  ;hey  bave  been  induced  to  neglect 
honest  industry,  and  have  been  brought  to  poverty. 
He  hoped  that  some  member,  who  had  taken  an 
active  part  in  this  discussion,  would  bring  forward 
a  proposition  to  repeal  the  law,  and  he  would  be 
prepared  to  spread  his  views  before  the  Senate  and 
the  country. 

Mr.  PIEIRCE  said:  When  I  rose  at  the  same 
moment  with  the  Senator  from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Moaais,] 
it  was  with  the  intention  of  making  some  explana- 
tions, whk^  I  considered  due  from  the  committee 
by  whom  (he  bill  of  tbe  last  session,  which  has 
been  so  often  referred  to,  was  reported.  Those  ex- 
planations have  been  made,  as  I  trust,  satisfacto- 
ily,  by  the  Senator  who  has  just  resumed  his 
seat. 

The  attention  of  the  Senate  has  been  called,  in  the 
progie&sof  this  debate,  not  only  to  the  pension  system 
generally,  but,  as  is  not  unusual  here,  to  various  other 
matters,  historical,  political,  and  financial.  With 
these  topics  I  have  at  present  nothing  to  do;  and  al- 
though I  have  very  decided  opinions  as  to  the  inequa- 
lity and  injustice  of  some  of  the  provisions  of  the  va- 
rious pension  laws,  and  a  much  stronger  belief  than  I 
could  desire  to  entertain  of  frauds  perpetrated  under 
them,  still  the  proposition  now  pending  to  meet 
obligations  imposed  by  existing  laws,  does  not  ap- 
pear to  me  to  bo  the  appropriate  one  for  discus- 
sing the  policy  of  past  legislation.  That  question 
as  applicable  to  this  subject,  I  will  say,  in  reply  to 
a  remark  of  the  Senator  near  me,  I  shall  probably 
have  occasion  to  raise  in  a  few  days,  by  the  intro- 
duction of  a  bill  to  pjovide  for  the  punishment  of 
certain  frauds  committed  on  persons  claiming  pen- 
sft>ns,  and  for  other  purposes. 
Whatever  might  have  become  tbe  subjects  of* 


speculation  in  these  times,  when  the  Imaginations 
of  men  seem  to  be  unusually  occupied  with  schemes 
for  acquiring  sudden  and  abundant  riches  without 
labor,  one  would  have  expected  that  the  soldiers  of 
the  Revolution  and  their  widows  might  have  es- 
caped the  grasping  avarice  of  all  men,  however  des- 
titute of  principle.    But  such  is  not  tbe  fact — as  an 
American  citizen,  I  say  it  with  shame-*but  the 
truth  must  be  told;  it  must  be  told,  for  the  protec- 
tion of  the  feeble,  tbe  ignorant,  and  the  nnsuspeot- 
ing.    Such  frauds,  I  am  assured  by  information 
derived  from  various  sources,  and  in  part  from  the 
department  which  has  charge  of  this  subject,  are 
extensive  as  they  are  disgraceful.     For  the  benefit 
c  f  successful  claimants,  who  may  draw  their  first 
payments  before  tbe  bill  to  which  I  have  referred 
can  be  considered  by  Congress,  I  desire  at  this 
time,  and  upon  this  proposition   for  an  appro- 
priation, to    make  a  few  reinarln;.    I  have  been 
informed,    and    believe    it    to    be    true,     that 
tbe    passage    of    the    law    of  July    last,    and 
the   passage   of  preceding   laws   of    a    similar 
character,  have  been  the  signal  for  agents  to  tra- 
verse the  country  in  every  direction  in  search  of  the 
aged  and  imbecile  persons  therein  pnrovided  for:  not 
with  the  laudable  motive  of  assisting  them  to  se- 
cure their  rights  at  the  least  possible  expense,  but 
to  practice  upon  their  credulity,  and  impose  upon 
their  weakness  and  their  ignorance.    It  is  notorious 
that  contracts  have  not  unfiequently  been  made  by 
such  agents,  by  which,  if  successful,  they  were  to 
receive  a  large  portion  of  the  amount  which  should 
first  be  drawn;  in  many  instances  twenty-five  per 
cent,  in  others  fifty  per  cent,  and  in  some  even 
more;  and  ia  cases  where  no  special  contract  has 
been  made,  the  most  exorbitant  fees  have  been 
demanded  and  paid.    Since  my  arrival  in  this  city, 
s  I  have  received  a  letter  giving  the  name  of  a  cer- 
tain agent  who  obtained,  during  the  last  summer, 
or  the  early  part  of  autumn,  a  certificate  for  an 
aged  widow  under  the  act  of  1836,  by  which  fhe 
was  entitled  to  receive,  in  September  last,  six  hun- 
dred dollars.    The  money  was  duly  paid,  and  the 
agent  claimed  and  retained  for  his  services  the  sum 
of  |250.    I  name  this  as  an  individual  instance 
recently  brought  to  my  knowledge.     A  fair  and 
liberal  compensation  for  all  services  rendered  and 
expenses  incurred,  in  ordinary  cases,  under  the  act 
of  the  last  session,  would  be  from  five  to  ten  dol- 
lars; in  very  few  .instances  should  such  compensa- 
tion exceed  the  latter  sum,  the  evidence  of  the 
husbands'  service  being  generally  on  file  in  the  De- 
partment.   It  may  be  asked  how  the  claimants  are_ 
induced  to  make  such  contraci!",  when  the  provi-' 
sions  of  the  law  are  plain,  and  the  regulations  of 
the  Department  simple  and  easy  to  be  complied 
with,  and  why  they  submit  to  sach  exorbitant 
charges?    The  answer  is  obvious.     The  benifici- 
aries  at%  tisually  in  the  humble  and  obscure  walks 
of  life — ^poor  and  infirm — imbecile  through  .age, 
and  ignorant  of  the  steps  necessary  to  be  taken. 
Besides  they  are  too  much  elated  with  the  prospect 
of  obtaining  any  sum,  however  trifling,  to  relieve 
their  immediate  necessities  to  cavil  about  terms, 
and  they  eagerly  embrace  the  first  profier  of  assist- 
ance. Is  it  surprising,  under  all  the  circumstances, 
that  it  their  second  childhood,  they  should  become 
the  ready  dupes  of  artful  and  dishonest   men. 
However,  I  have  nothing  to  do  with  the  means  by 
which   agents   are    enabled    to    cheat   and    de- 
fraud    the    pensioner.      The    thing    has    been 
done,   and   I   fear    wtll   continue    to    be   done, 
so  long   as  money  shall    be  drawn    from  your 
Treasury   for  these   purposes.    Ptfnsioners   have 
been  robbed  of  lio  small  portion  of  the  pittance 
intended  to  be  secured  to  them,  and  thenl  alone. 
Yes  sir,  worse  than  robbod,  for  men  who  have  so 
far  forgotten  their  manhood,  nay,  who  have  so" en- 
tirely cast  off  all  *ense  of  honor  and   common  ho- 
nesty as  to  speculate  upon  and  plunder  Revolution- 
ary soldiers,  or  the  helpless  widows  who  may  sur- 
vive them,  are  sunk  in  disgrace  infinitely  below  the 
level  of  the  brigand,  who  <»penly  confronts  you  up- 
on the  highway  and  demands  your  purse.    Thus 
much  I  have  thought  it  my  duty  to  say,  to  put  per- 
sons entitled  to  pensions  upon  their  guard  against 
these  cormorants;  and  I  hope  that  my  remarks  ' 
may  fall  not   only   under   the  observation  of  the 
agents,  who  have  aigus  eyes  for  every  thing  rela- 
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ting  ro  this  subject,  ba»  that  thc>  may  reach  some 
of  the  worth)'  claimant"?.  If  they  shall  have  any 
effect  in  pre  venting  inja«tice  and  extortion,  my 
object  will  be  attained.  All  snch  agreements  as 
I  have  before  alluded  to  are  conceived  and  consum- 
mated in  fraud,  and  are  in  direct  violation  of  the 
spirit  and  intention  of  the  law.  They  are  in  no 
way  obligatory,  legally  or  morally,  and  should  be  so 
regarded  by  the  pensioner. 

IWr.  WRIGHT  made  a  brief  explanation  of  the 
reasons  which  prevented  the  Committee  on  Fi- 
nance from  recommending  this  amendment  when 
applied  to  do  so  by  the  Senator  from  New  Jersey. 
Although  he  thought  that  this  appropriation  ought 
to  be  made,  inasmuch  as  it  was  called  for  by  an 
express  law  of  CJongress,  which  all  admitted  onght 
to  be  carried  into  effect;  yet,  as  it  was  an  appropri- 
ation, sui  generit,  and  had  always  been  provided  for 
by  the  House  of  Representatives  in  a  separate  bill, 
he  thought  it  ought  not  to  be  engrafted  on  the  bill 
then  before  them,  and  would  prefer  its  coming 
from  the  House  of  Representatives,  where  it  ought 
properly  to  originate,  in  a  bill  of  its  own. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  did  not  intend  to  go  farther 
into  this  question,  but  he  rose  to  protest  against  its 
being  admitted  that  this  body  was  not  competent 
to  originate  appropriation  bills.  He  knew  that, 
upon  a  very  lato  occasion,  when  an  attempt  was 
made  in  that  body  to  introduce  a  large  appropria- 
tion in  a  House  bill,  that  this  question  was  raised, 
but  he  resisted  the  principle  then.  It  was  true  that 
burthens  laid  on  the  people  muj-t  originate  in  the 
House  of  Representatives,  but  after  the  money  ha.s 
gone  into  the  Treasury  it  was  giving  up  too  much 
by  the  Senate  to  admit  that  they  have  no  right  to 
originate  an  appropriation  of  it. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  explained.  He  never  doubted 
the  right  of  the  Senate,  as  claimed  by  the  Senator 
from  Pennsylvania;  be  only  spoke  of  the  practice. 
Mr-  BUCHANAN  said  that  the  question  was 
of  practice,  and  not  of  pow^r;  for,  on  that  occa- 
sion, gentlemen  were  very  ready  to  exercise  the 
latter.  .Though  it  had  not  been  the  practice  in  that 
body,  since  he  had  been  there,  yet  to  appropriation 
bills  of  that  nature,  coming  from  the  House,  large 
appropriations  had  been  added.  If  he  were  to 
admit  that  the  Senate  ought  not  to  originate  such 
bills,  the  case  presented  by  the  Senator  from  New 
Jersey  ought  to  be  an  exception  to  the  rule.  As  to 
those  widows  who  were  married  between  1783  and 
1794,  he  did  not  know  whether  he  would  have 
voted  for  them  or  not;  but  as  the  faiih  of  the  Go- 
vernment was  10  be  redeemed,  and  there  was  a 
large  anonnt  of  arrears  due  from  the  time  of  the 
passage  of  the  act  till  now,  he  hoped  the  amend- 
ment would  be  adopted.  He  did  not  believe  there 
was  a  Senator  present  who  would  vote  against  the 
appropriation  if  it  came  up  in  a  way  he  approved 
of.  Even  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina  ad- 
mitted that  the  faith  of  the  Government  was 
pledged.  As  this  was  a  proposition  to  carry  into 
effe  .t  an  existing  law,  he  must  vote  in  the  affirma- 
tive; but  if  it  were  not  a  proposition  to  carry  into 
execution  an  existing  law,  he  must  consider  that 
theie  was  some  force  in  the  objections  of  gentlemen 
who  had  opposed  it. 

Mr.  STRANGE  said  that  he  should  vote  against 
the  amendment  of  the  Senator  from  New  Jersey, 
for  most  of  the  reasons  assigned  by  the  gentlemen 
who  had  opp(»sed  it.  He  disliked  taking  up  this 
matter  of  importance  and  connecting  it  with  a  mat- 
ter (tf  equal  importance  wholly  dissimilar  to  it.  In 
order  to  enable  Ssnators  to  come  to  a  correct  con- 
clusion with  regard  to  it,  it  ought  to  stand  on  its 
own  merits.  It  had  been  suggested,  in  the  course 
of  the  debate,  that  there  was  a  general  law  requir- 
ing these  pensions  to  be  paid  at  stated  periods— in 
March  and  September.  Now  there  certainly  ^itis 
time  enough  between  this  and  March  to  provide 
for  the  cases  embraced  in  this  amendment,  and  the 
arrearages  could  be  put  off  till  that  time.  But  this 
was  a  matter  of  great  importance,  and  not  a  vagne 
question  of  expediency  only.  He  believed  that  it 
was  pari  of  a  great  system  of  raiting  the  public  mo- 
ney and  then  spending  it.  He  was  not  prepared 
to  say  whether  this  was  a  question  of  public  faith; 
but,  at  all  events,  there  ought  to  be  an  inquiry  into 
the  propriety  of  making  the  expenditure.  He  would 
not,  however^  have  troabled  the  Senate  at  (his  late 


period  of  the  day,  but  for  the  purpose  of  bringing 
to  light  some  facts  very  appropriate  at  diis  time, 
when  economy  and  retrenchment  had  been  so  much 
spoken  of.  At  the  last  session  he  had  the  honor  to 
say,  in  reply  to  charges  of  prodigality  and  extrava- 
gance that  had  been  made  against  the  Administra- 
tion and  its  friends,  that  the  Opposition  itself  was 
to  blame  for  most  of  the  exiravagance  that  had 
been  committed;  and  he  had  further  said  that  the 
proof  of  this  would  h^.  found  by  a  reference  to  the 
journals.  His  collent,'ue  the  other  day  had  repeated 
the  same  thing,  and  ^s  the  Senator  from  Massachu- 
setts [Mr.  Davis]  had  joined  issue  with  him,  and 
had  challenged  the  production  of  proof,  it  would 
be  an  admission  of  erroneous  assertipn  on  their  part 
if  they  did  not  bring  it  forwatd. 

Repeated  efforts  had  been  made  by  those  in  the 
opposition  to  inculcate  the  belief  that  the  Adminis-* 
traiion  was  guilty  of  the  greatest  extravagance, 
and  the  only  way  to  meet  these  charges  was  to 
come  forward  with  ihe  proof.  He  had  had  but  little 
opportunity  since  the  charge  was  made  of  supply- 
ing himself  with  all  the  proof  that  could  be  found; 
but  he  had,  however,  turned  over  the  leaves  of  the 
journal  since  the  last  session,  and  found  that  every 
charge  made  by  his  colleague  was  fully  substan- 
tiated. He  wonid  cite  a  few  cases  for  the  infor- 
mation (»f  the  Senate,  by  which  they  might  judge 
( f  the  whole.  He  found  at  the  last  session  that 
the  bill  for  the  continuation  of  the  Cumberland 
roal  in  the  States  of  Ohio,  Indiana,  and  Illinois, 
was  several  times  .before  the  Senate;  and  as  this 
bill  involved  a  heavy  expenditure,  he  would  refer 
to  it  first  in  order. 

"  On  motion  by  Mr.  Tipton  to  postpone  the 
special  order,  for  the  purpose  of  taking  up  this 
bill — the  yeas  and  nays  were  nearly  equally  divided; 
and  he  admitted  that  there  were  some  gentlemen 
on  both  sides  who  voted  against  it.  The  yeas 
were,  Messrs.  Allen,  Bayard,  Clay  of  Kentucky, 
Crittenden,  Davis,  Fulton,  Knight,  Merrick,  Mor- 
ris, Prentiss,  Rives,  Robbins,  Robinson,  Sevier, 
Smith  of  Indiana,  Swift,  Tallmadge,  Tipton,  Web- 
ster, White,  and  Young;  Those  who  voted  in  the 
negative  were,  Messrs.  Benton,  Brown,  Calhoun, 
Clayton,  Cuthbert,  Hubbard,  King,  Linn,  Lump- 
kin, Mouton,  Nicholas,  Niles,  Nor  veil.  Pierce, 
Roane,  Strange,  Trotter,  Walker,  Wall,  Williams, 
and  Wright." 

Now,  in  discussing  this  subject  he  had  always 
admitted  that  some  few  of  the  Administration 
party,  for  particular  reasons,  could  always  be  found 
to  vote  for  a  number  of  these  expenditures. 

"Again,  on  motion  by  Mr.  Norvell  to  lay  this 
bill  on  the  table,  it  was  decided  in  the  negative- 
yeas  18,  nays  19.  The  yeas  were,  Messrs.  Bayard, 
Brown,  Buchanan,  Cuihbprt,  Folton,  Hubbard^ 
King,  Lumpkin,  Lyon,  McKean,  Mouton,  Nicho- 
las, Norvell,  Rives,  Rpane,  Walker,  Wall,  ana 
Williams.  The  nays  were,  Messrs.  Allen,  Benton, 
Clay  of  Kentucky,  Crittendpn,  Grundy,  Knight, 
Merrick,  Morris,  Robinson,  Sevier,  Smith  of  In- 
diana, Spence,  Swift,  Tallmadge,  Tipton,  Trotter, 
Webster,  While,  and  Young." 

In  page  328  of  the  journal,  it  would  be  found  that 

"The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 

Whole,  the  bill  making;  appropriations  for  certain 

roads  in  the  Territory  of  Wisconsin;  and  having 

been  amended,  it  was  reported  to  the  Senate. 

*'  On  motion  by  Mr.  Walkee,  further  to  amend 
the  bill  by  adding  thereto  the  following  proviso, 
*  Provided,  always,  that  nothing  contained  in  this 
act  shall  be  construed  as  to  imply  thnt  the  United 
Stales  are  pledged,  or  in  any  manner  bound,  to 
make  any  appropriations  in  future  to  make  or  con- 
struct said  roads,  or  any  part  or  portion  of  them," 
it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative — yeas  23, 
nays  17. 

"  Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  were: 
*Mes3T.s.  Allen,  Calhoun,  Clay  of  Alabama, 
Grundy,  King,  Lumpkin,  Lyon,  Mouton,  Niles, 
Norvell,  Pierce,  Preston,  Rives,  Roan,  Robbins, 
Ruggles,  Smith  of  Conneciiruti  Strange,  Swift, 
Trotter,  Walker,  White,  and  Williams. 

"Those  who  voted  in  the  negative  were: 
Messrs.  Bayard,  Benton,  Buchanan,  Clay  of  Ken- 
tucky, Clayton,  Davis,  Fulton,  Hubbard,  Knight, 
Linn,  Prentiss,  Robinson,  Sevier,  Smith  of  Indi- 
ana, Tipton,  Webster,  Young." 


Here  was  a  m^BS^te,  Mr,  8.  said,  which  bad  a 
tendency  to  pledge  ^he  country  for  Heavy  future 
expenditures  and  in  order  to  avoid  this,  (he  a- 
mendment  was  introduced  by  the  Senator  from. 
Mississippi.  It  was  very  easy  to  see  whether  the 
measure  was  supported  by  the  friends  of  the  Ad- 
ministration or  not.  In  perfect  fairness  he  would 
now  call  their  attention  to  a  vote  in  which  it  wonki 
be  found  that  he  himself  voted  on  the  side  of  ez- 
travaganee.  It  was  a  case  in  which  his  constitu- 
ents were  interested,  and  where  they  expected  him 
to  vote  for  it.  It  was  the  amendment  to  the  act 
giving  the  assent  of  Congress  to  the  act  of  the 
Legislature  of  Virginia,  incorporating  the  Fal- 
mouth and  Alexandria  Turnpike  Road  Company. 
'  Mr.  S.  here  read  the  yeas  and  nays  in  which  he 
was  found  voting  in  the  affirmative. 

In  page  414  of  the  Journal  woukl  be  found  thie 
passage  of  the  Cumberland  Road  bill,  which  vrka  ' 
passed  by  the  following  vote. 

"Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  were — 
Messrs.  Allen,  Bayard,  Bentan,  Buchanan,  Clay 
of  Kentucky,  Crittenden,  Cuthbert,  Davis,  Fulton, 
Grundy,'  Knight,  Linn,  McKean,  Merrick,  Mor- 
ris, Nicholas,  Robbins,  Robinson,  Sevier,  Smith  of 
Indiana,  Spence,  SwiA,  Tipton,  Webster,  Wright, 
and  Young. 
"Those  who  voted  in  the  negative  were— Messrs. 
Calhoun,  Clay  of  Alabama,  Clayton,  Hnbbard, 
King,  Lyon,  Mouton,  Niles,  Norvell,  Pierce,  Pren- 
tiss, Preston,  Roane,  Smith  of  Connecticut, 
Strange,  Trotter,  Williams." 

After  citing  the  unanimous  vote  on  the  bill  for 
the  suppression  of  Indian  hostilities,  ^nd  which  Mr. 
S.said  no  man  had  the  hardihood  to  vote  against,  Mr. 
S.  referred  to  the  bill  to  purchase  the  the  right  to 
use  Dr  Boyd  Reilly's  vapor  bath. 

"On  the  question,  •  Shall  this  bill  be  engrossed, 
and  read  a  third  time?*  it  was  detetmined  in  the 
ndgattve — ^yeas  15,  nays  20. 

"Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  are  Messrs. 
Bayard,  Clay  of  Kentucky,  Crittenden,  Fnlton, 
Grundy,  Knight,  Linn,  Lumpkin,  Lyon,  McKean, 
Merrick,  Prentiss,  Robinson,  Sevier,  Swift 

'*Those  who  voted  in  the  negative  are  Messrs. 
Allen,  Buchanan,  Clay  of  Alabama,  Clayton,  Hub- 
bard, King,  Mouton,  Nicholas,  Niles,  Norvell, 
Roane,  Ruggles,  Smith  of  Connecticut,  Strange,' 
Trotter,  Wall,  White,  Williams,  Wright,  Yonng." 

How  many  of  the  Opposition  were  found  voting 
against  this  expenditure? 

In  page  519  would  be  found  that  the  bill  making 
appropriations  for  building  lightphouses,  light-boats, 
beacon  lights,  buoys,  and  for  making  surveys;  th« 
question  on  taking  up  this  bill  was  decided  yeas  23, 
nays  14. 

"The  yeas  were  Messrs.Bayard,  Clay  of  Kentae- 
ky,  Clayton,  Cuthbert,  Davis,  Hubbard,  Kittg, 
Knight,  Lyon,  McKean,  Mouton,  Nicholas,  NUes, 
Norvell,  Prentiss,  Rives,  Ruggles,  Smith  of  Con- 
necticut, Smith  of  Indiana,  Tallmadge,  Widl,  Wil- 
liams, and  Wright. 

"Those  who  voted  in  the  negative  were  Messrs.  ' 
Allen,  Benton,  Clay  of  Alabama,  Crittenden,  Ful* 
ton,  Lumpkin,  Hferrick,  Pierce,  Preston,  Roane, 
Robinson,  Sevier,  White,  and  Young." 

How  many  of  the  Opposition,  Mr.  S.  asked,  vr^re 
found  voting  against  this  measure.  At  a  very  t^re 
perial  of  the  last  night  of  the  session,  he  rose  f^r 
he  purpose  of  stopping  this  bill,  but  it  being  found 
that  a  quorum  was  not  present,  he  was  prevailed 
upon  not  to  persist  in  calling  for  the  yeas  and  nays, 
as  it  would  have  put  a  stop  to  all  the  other  business 
of  the  Senaie. 

The  next  vote  to  which  he  would  advert,  was  the 
bill  explanatory  of  the  act  regulating  the  pay  a  ad 
emoluments  of  the  brevet  officers. 

*'0n  the  question  '  Shall  this  bill  be  engroRs^ed 
and  read  a  third  lime?'  it  uas  determined  in  ihe 
affirmative— yeas  20,  nays  18. 

"Those  who  voted  in  ihc  affirmative  were  MessR«. 
Allen,  Bayard,  Benton,  CV^T  ^^  Alabama,  Clay  of 
Kentucky,  Clayton,  Ctiiteitden,  Cuthbert,  Pulton,  • 
Knight,    Merrick,    Kich(^^^  Norvell,    Preston, 
Rives,  Roane,  Rnggi^    rf  a\^"^^ASP^  Trolicr,  and ' 

"Those  who  vot«^  ,  ^e  "^^^^Wt  are^  Mesj»rs,  ^ 
Brown,  Grundy,  HtiKv^^  U  ^^^V^^wpk\n,Lyon/' 
Monton,  Jiiles,  Pk«t^^^^*   ^^^  ^s^vtiwrn,  Smitb 
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oT  OoBoectieat,  Smith  of  Indiaaa,  Scrangr,  White, 
WilUims,  TVright,  aDd  Yonng."  ' 

How  manj  of  the  Opposition,  Mr.  S.  asked,  ?o- 
idaoinsl  this  bill? 

Tbe  harbor  bill,  Bfr.  S.  continued,  came  np  at 
half  put  foor  o>dock  on  the  6th  of  July,  on  motion 
ofBir.DAYis.  Mr.  8.  here  read  from  the  journal 
gs  foQovs: 

'<Qn  motion  hj  Mr.  Datis,  that  the  Senate  pro- 
ceed to  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  provide  for 
eeruio  hart>or9,  aiui  for  tbe  removal  of  obstnie- 
tjoos  in,  aad  at  the  months  of,  certain  riveni,  and 
for  other  ptirposes,  daring  the  year  1838,  it  was 
detennined  in  die  affirmative— >yeas  18,  nays  1 1. 

^Tliose  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  were,  Messrs. 
Biyanf,  Clayton,  Crittenden,  Davis,  Hnbbard,  Ly- 
M,  Merrick,  Niles,  Norvell,  Robbins,  Sevier, 
Smith  of  Indiaaa,  Soathard,  Tallmadge,  Tipton, 
Wetaler,  Williams,  Wright. 

*^fhose  who  vottd  in  the  negative  were,  Messrs. 
RiovB,  Clay  of  Ahibama,  Fnlton,  King,  Lumpkin, 
Nicholas,  Pierce,  Preston,  Trotter,  Wall,  White." 

How  many  of  the  Opposition  voted  against  tak- 
iigiip  this  bill,  which  involved  such  heavy  expen- 

Mr.  8.  said  he  would  trouble  the  Senate  with 
one  more  case,  and  that  was  the  Indian  appropria- 
tion bill,  to  which  Mr.  White  offered  an  anlend- 
mnt  appropriating  |1 50,000  for  subsistence  and 
expenses  of  soch  Indians  west  of  the  Mississippi, 
who,  by  irason  of  the  recent  emigration,  d«.  were 
aoable  to  subsist  themselves. 

"Those  who  Toted  in  the  affirmative  wtre  Messrs. 
Bayaid,  Benton,  Bachanan,  Clayton,  Crittenden, 
Cnihbert,  Davis,  Folton,  King,  Linn,  Mouion, 
Nicholas,  Preston,  Rives,  Roane,  Robinson,  Se« 
vier.  Smith  of  Indiana,  Southard,  Tallmadge,  Tip- 
ton, Webster,  White. 

••Those  who  voted  in  the  negative  were  Messrs. 
Allen,  Brown,  Clay  of  Alabama,  Clay  o{  Ken- 
tsely,  Hobbard,  Niles,  Norvell,  Pierce,  Robbins, 
Baggio,  Smith  of  Connecticut,  Strange,  Wall, 
Wmtams." 

How  many  of  the  Opposition  were  found  voting 
^UBH  this  biin  He  had  no  doubt  of  the  fact,  that 
heeould  go  through  the  whole  journal,  and  pro- 
tee  similar  results.  In  truth,  almost  any  propo- 
litioa  would  meet  the  views  of  some  few  friends  of 
the  Administration.  But  let  the  facts  go  before 
the  eountry;  be  wished  to  produce  no  false  impres- 
sicn.  ir  the  charge  of  extravagance  recoiled  on 
the  OppoatioD,  why  let  it  be  known.  11  is  only 
object  ia  making  this  explanation  was  to  meet  the 
challenge  of  the  Senator  from  Massachusetts. 
After  some  remarks  from  Mr.  ALLBN, 
Mr.  BENTON  explained  that  he  had  just  ez- 
aamed  fte  journals  of  last  session,  and  found  that 
the  ameadment  to  the  bill  which  brought  in 
iUb  das  of  pensioners  by  which  the  pensu>n  list 
was  swelled  op  some  two  or  three  mdlions,  was 
mUe  aad  adopted  not  only  without  the  yeas  and 
■ays,  hot  without  even  a  division.  It  was  thus 
seen  that  an  affair  of  this  magnitude  crept  into 
fbta  le^tioD  without  being  noticed  by  any  Sena- 
tor praeat 

A  Botiw  was  made  by  Mr.  CRITTENDEN  to 
aavead  die  amendment  by  ins^rtincr,  **and  frowUd, 
f«i4wT,  that  the  act  of  July  7,  1838,  be  repealed 
after  the  3d  of  Maroh,  1839." 
te  Botion  by  Mr.  PRESTON, 
T^Senate  then  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OP  REPRESENTATIVES, 
TrESDAT,  December  18, 1838. 

The  fir.4t  business  in  order  was  the  motion  made 
yesterday  by  Mr.  Wise  not  to  receive  the  petition 
pKsentfd  by  Mr.  Reed  from  certain  inhabiiants  of 
Xantocket,  praying  Congress  to  open  international 
ffelarions  with  the  Republic  of  Hayti. 

Mr.GRENNELL.who  was  entitled  to  the  floor, 
addressed  the  House  at  some  length  in  support  of 
tbe  right  of  petition — a  right,  he  insisted,  which 
lad  never  been  denied  by  the  veriest  despot  on 
Mrib.  He  then  expatiated  on  the  great  advantages 
tet  would  accrue  to  this  country  by  opening  com- 
vereial  negotiations  with,  and  acknowledging  the 
^dependence  of  Hayti,  where  we  now  labored  un- 
ier  sreatdindvantages,  owing  to  the  inequality  of 
between  goods  carried  in  American  vessels 


and  in  those  of  other  nations  which  had  recognised 
the  nationality  of  that  Republic.  Mr.  G.  admitted 
that  it  did  look  to  one  sort  of  abolition,  and  that 
alone,  viz:  the  abolition  of  national  distinctions 
founded  on  color,  to  which  he  was  at  a  ioas  to  con- 
ceive any  potsible  objection. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  expressed  a  hope  that  the 
question  would  be  taken  one  way  or  the  other,  so 
as  to  allow  other  petitions  to  be  presented. 

Mr.  LOQMIS  then  demanded  the  previous  ques- 
tion. 

Mr.  WISE  moved  to  lay  the  subject  on  the  ta- 
ble, which  took  precedence  of  the  demand  for  the 
previous  question. 

Mr.  REED  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays,  which 
were  ordered. 

Mr.  CUSHING  inquired  whether,  if  Mr.  Wise's 
rooiion  prevailed,  it  would  not  be,  in  substance, 
equivalent  to  rerusiag  to  receive  the  petition? 

Tbe  CHAIR  replied  that  the  petition  would  re- 
main in  the  hands  of  the  gentleman  offering  to  pre- 
sent it,  and  the  motion  to  receive  woald  lie  on  the 
table,  subject  to  be  taken  up  at  any  future  time  the 
House  might  feel  dispAsed  to  do  so. 

Mr.  CUSHING.  Then,  in  point  of  fact,  the  pe- 
titic  n  will  not  have  been  received'? 

The  CHAIR.    It  will  not. 

The  question  being  taken,  was  decided  in  the  ne- 
gative— yeas  65,  nays  121,  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Banks,  Boon,  Bynum,  John  Cal- 
hoon,  Cambrcleng,W.  B.  Campbell,  John  Campbell, 
Carter,  Chapman,  Cheatham,  Cleveland,  Clowney, 
Coles,  Connor,  Craig,  Crockett,  Cusbman,  Daw- 
son, Dennis,  Glascock,  James  Graham,  Grantland, 
Graves,  Griffin,  Hamer,  Harrison,  Hawkins, 
Haynes,  Jabez  Jackson,  Jenif<pr,  Henry  John^^n, 
Wm.  Cost  Johnson,  John  W.  Jones,  Legare, 
Lewis,  Lyon,  Matlory,  James  M.  Mason,  Martin, 
Abraham  McClellan,  Miller,  Montgomery,  Pearce, 
Pope,  Pratt,  Renchei,  Rhelt,  John  Robertson,  Au- 
gustine H.  Shepperd,  Charles  Shepard,  Shields, 
Southgate,  Stanly,  Stuart,  Stone,  Taliaferro,  John 
White,  Lewis  Williams,  Sberrod  Williams,  Joseph 
L.  Williams,  C.  H.  Williams,  Wise,  Word,  and 
Yell— 65. 

NAYS — ^Messrs.  Adams,  Alexan.J.er,  Andrews, 
Atherton,  Avcrigg,  Beatty,  Beime,  Bell,  Bicknell, 
Biddle,  43irdsall,  Bond,  Borden,  Briggs,  Bronson, 
Bachanan,  Wm.  B.  Calhoun,  Casey,  Chambers, 
Chancy,  Childs,  Coffin,  Corwin,  Cranston,  Cush- 
ine,  Dar 'ington,  Davee,  Davies,  De  Graff,  Drom- 
goote,  Duncan,  Dunn,  Evans,  Everett,  Ewing, 
Farrington,  Fairfield..  Richard  Fletcher,  Isaac 
Fletcher,  Fillmore,  Foster,  Fry,  James  Garland, 
Giddings,  Wm.lGraham,  Grant,  Grennell,  Haley, 
Hall,  Hammond,  Harlan,  Harper,  Hastings, 
Henry,  Herod,  Hopkins,  Howard,  Hubley,  Ing- 
ham, Thomas  B.  Jackson,  Joseph  Johnson,  Na- 
thaniel Jones,  Keim,  Kemble,  Klingensmith,  Lead- 
better,  Lincoln,  Loom  is,  Marvin,  Samson  Mason, 
May,  Maxwell,  McKay,  McKennan,  Menefee, 
Mercer,  Morgan,  Samuel  W.  Morris,  Murray, 
Naylor,  Noyes,  Ogle,  Parmenter,  Parris,  Paynter, 
Peck,  Pctriken,  Phelps,  Potts,  Putnam,  Rariden, 
Randolph,  Reed,  Ridgway,  Rives,  Edward  Robin- 
son, Russell,  Saltonstal),  Sheffer,  Sheplor,  Sibley, 
Slade,  Snyder,  Spencer,  Siratton,  Taylor,  Thomns, 
Tillingha5t,  Toland,  Toucey,  Tumey,  Underwood, 
Vail,  Vandcrveer,  Websirr,  Weeks,  Albert  S. 
White,  Whitllcsey,  Jared  W.  Williams,  Worihing- 
i«)n,  and  Yorke — 121. 

So  the  House  refusing  to  lay  the  subject  on  the 
table,  the  question  recurred  on  the  demand  for  the 
previous  question,  which  was  seconded,  and  the 
main  qaej^tion  ordered. 

The  main  question,  being  "Shall  this  petition  be 
received  by  the  House?"  was  then  propounded. 

Mr.  CUSHMAN  asked  for  the  yeas  asd  nays 
thereon,  which,  being  ordered,  were — yeas  157, 
nays  32,  as  follows : 

YEAS— Messrs.  Ad^ms,  Alexander,  John  W. 
Allen,  Andrews,  Atherton,  Aycrigg,  Banks,  Beat- 
ty, Beime,  Bell,  Bicknell,  Biddle,  Birdsall,  Bond, 
Boon,  Borden,  Bronson,  Buchanan,  William  B. 
Calh<)un,  Camb^leng,  William  B.  Campbell,  Car- 
ter, Casey,  Chambers,  Chaney,  Cheatham,  Childs, 
Cleveland,  Clowney,  Coffin,  Connor,  Corwin, 
Craig,  Crary,  Cranston,  Cushing,  Cushman,  Dsr- 
lin^oB)   Davee,  Davies,    pe  Graff,  Dromgoole, 


Duncan,  Dunn,  Edwards,  Evans,  Everett,  Ewing, 
Farrington,  Richard  Fletcher,  Isaac  Fletcher,  Fill- 
more, Foster,  Fry,  Jas.  Gbirland,  Giddings,  Goode, 
William  Graham,  Grantland,  Grant,  Graves,  Gray, 
Grennell,  Haley,  Hall,  Hammond,  Hamer,  Har- 
lan, Harrison,  Harper,'  Hastings,  Henry,  Herod, 
Holt,  Hopkins,  Howard,  Hnbley,  Ingham,  T.  B. 
Jackson,  J.  Jackson,  H.  Johnson,  J.  Johnson,  N. 
Jones,  J.  W.  Jones,  Keim,  fcemble, -  Kennedy. 
Klingensmith,  Leadbetter,  Lincoln,  Loorais,  Mar- 
vin, S.  Mason,  Maxwell,  McKay,  R.  McClellan, 

A.  McClellan,  McKennan,  Menefee,  Mercer,  Mil- 
lisan,  Mitchell,  Montgomery,  Morgan,  Murray, 
Naylor,  Noyes,  Ogle,  Parker,  Parmenter,  Parri^, 
Paynler,  Pearce,  Peck,  Peirikin,  Phelps,  Plumer, 
Potts,  Pratt,  Putnam,  Rariden,  Randolph,  Reed, 
Rencher,  Ridgway,  Rives,  E.  Robinson,  Rumsey, 
Russell,  Saltonstall,  Sheplor,  Sibley,  Slade,  Snyder, 
Southgate,  Spencer,  Stuart,  Siratton,  Taylor, 
Thomas,  Tillinghast,  Toland,  Toucey,  Turney, 
Underwood,  Vail,  Vandcrveer,  Wagener,  Webster, 
Weeks,  A.  S.  White,  John  White,  Whittlesey,  S. 
Williams,  J.  W.  Williams,  J.  L.  Williams,  C.  H. 
Williams,  Worthingion,  and  Yorke — 1 57. 

NAYS — ^Messrs.  John  Calhoon,  John  Campbell, 
Coles,  Crockett,  Dawson,  Dennis,  Glascock,  Jas. 
Graham,  Griffin,  Hawkins,  Haynes,  Jenifer,  W. 
Cost  Johnson,  Legare,  Lewis,  Lyon,  Mallory, 
Martin,  Miller,  Pope,  Rhett,  J.  Robertson,  A.  H. 
Shepperd,  Chas.  Shepard,  Shields,  Stanly,  Stone, 
Towns,  Lewis  Williams,  Wise,  Word,  and  Yell 
—32. 

So  the  petition  was  received. 

Mr.  REED  then  moved  to  refer  it  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Foreign  Affairs. 

Mr.  STEWART  moved  to  „  lay  the  petition  en 
the  Uble. 

Mr.  REED  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays  on  that 
motion,  which,  bemg  ordered,  were — ^yeas  84,  nays 
105,  as  follows : 

YEAS— Messrs.  Atherton,  Aycrigg,  Banks, 
Beatty,  Beime,  Bynum,  John  Calhoon,  William 

B.  Campbell,  John  Campbell,  Carter,  Chambers, 
Chaney,  Chapman,  Cheatham,  Cleveland,  Clow- 
ney, Coles,  Connor,  Craig,  Crockett,  Dawson, 
Dennis,  Farrington,  Glascock,  James  Graham, 
Grantland,  Griffin,  {Hall,  Halsted,  Hammond, 
Hamer,  Harrison,  Hawes,  Hawkins,  Haynes, 
Hubley,  Jabez  Jackson,  Henry  Johnson,  Joseph 
Johnson,  William  Cost  Johnson,  Nathaniel  Jones, 
John  W.  Jones,  Keim,  Lexare,  Lewis,  Lyon, 
James  M.  Mason,  Martin,  Maury,  Robert  McClel- 
lan, Abraham  McClellan,  Menefee,  Miller,  Mont- 
gomery, Moore,  Parker,  Paynter,  Pearce,  Petrikin, 
Pope,  Pratt,  Rencher,  Rhett,  Rives,  John  Robert- 
son, Rumsey,  Augustine  H.  Shepperd,  Charles 
Shepaid,  Shields,  Sheplor,  Southgate,  Stanley, 
Stuart,  Stone,  Taliaferro,  Titus,  Towns,  Wagener, 
Lewis  Williams,  Sberrod  Williams,  Christopher 
H.  Williams,  Wise,  Word,  Worthingion,  and 
Yell— 84. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Adams,  Alexander,  John  W. 
Allen,  Anderson,  Andrews,  Bicknell,  Biddle,  Bond, 
Borden,  Briggs,  Bronson,  Bachanan,  William  B. 
Calhoun,  Ca;^y,  Clark,  Coffin,  Corwin,  Cranston, 
Cushing,  Cushman,  Darlington,  Davee,  Davies, 
De  Graff,  Droomsroole,  Duncan^  Dunn,  Edwards, 
Evans,  Everett,  Richard  Fletcher,  Isaac  Fletcher, 
Fillmore,  Fr.ster,  Fry,  Giddings,  Goode,  William 
Graham,  Grant,  Gray,  Grennell,  Haley,  Harlan, 
Harper,  Hastings,  Henry,  Herod,  Hopkins,  How- 
ard, Ingham,  Thomas  B.  Jackson,  Jenifer,  Kem- 
ble, Kennedy,  Klingensmith,  Lfeadbetter,  Lincoln, 
Loomis,  Marvin,  Sampson  Mason,  McKennan, 
Milligan,  Morgan,  Murray,  Naylor,  Noble,  Noyes, 
Ogle,  Parmenter,  Peck,  Phelps,  Plumer,  Potts, 
Putnam,  Rariden,  Randolph,  Reed,  Ridgway,  Ed- 
ward Robinson,  Russell,  Saltonstall,  SholPpr,  Sib- 
ley, Slade,  Snyder,  Spencrr,  Siratton,  Taylor, 
Thomas,  Tillinghast,  Toland,  Toucey,  Turnev, 
Underwood,  Vail,  Wrb>ter,  Weeks,  Albert  S. 
White,  John  White,  Whitilesf  y,  Jared  W.  Wil- 
liams, Joseph  L.  Williams,  and  Yorke— 105. 

So  the  House  refused  to  lay  the  petition  on  the 
table;  and  it  was  then  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Foreign  Affairs. 

Mr.  WISE  said,  being  in  a  minority  of  32,  he 
gave  up  the  fight,  and  withdrew  his  motion  mad^ 
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yesterdaj  to  reconsider  the  same  reference  of  a  si- 
milar petition  presented  by  Mr.  Grknnell. 

Petitions  and  memorials,  chiefly  on  the  subjee 
of  Abolition,  &c.  were  presented  by  Messrs.  LIN- 
COLN, FLETCHER,  CALHOUN,  HASTINGS, 
and  SALTONSTALL,  of  Massacbasetts. 

Mr.  SALTONSTALL  presenting  a  petition 
similar  to  the  others  in  relation  to  Hayti, 

Mr.  LEOARE  objected  to  its  reception,  and 
i««nt  on  to  point  out  the  distinction  between  a  bone 
fide  petition  asking,  as  a  commercial  question,  for 
the  interchange  of  relations  between  two  countries, 
and  those  fiom  Abolitionists  got  up  for  the  purpose 
of  subservin*  the  ends  and  designs  they  had  in 
view.  Mr.  L.  then  argued  that  the  Constitution 
did  not  prohibit  the  House  from  refusing  to  re- 
ceive a  petition,  any  more  than  by  giving  full 
freedom  of  speech,  it  authorized  licentiousness  of 
speech  or  blasphemy,  and  cited  various  cases  in 
support  of  this  ground,  in  the  British  Parliament, 
from  "HatseU's  precedents." 
.  Mr.  CUSHMAN  then  said  that,  at  the  rate  they 
were  going  on,  no  business  would  be  done  during 
the  session,  and  to  aid  in  progressing  it,  he  demand- 
ed the  previous  question,  but  it  was  not  sustained 
by  the  House — ^ayes  66,  noes  79. 

Mr.  PETRIKIN  then  moved  that  the  House  ad 
journ:  lost — 75  to  89. 

Mr.  SALTONSTALL  then  proceeded  to  reply 
to  Mr.  Lkgare,  and  denied  the  imagined  connec- 
tion which  that  gentleman  had  contended  for.  He 
also  denied  the  power  of  the  House  to  refuse  to 
receive  any  and  all  petitions  whose  language  was 
in  respectful  terms,  and  cited  the  amendment  of 
the  Constitution  on  this  subject  to  show  that  the 
right  of  petition  had  been  secured  to  the  people  on 
the  broadest  possible  greund.  In  the  present  case, 
he  insisted,  the  petitioners  asked  only  for  a  legiti- 
mate object,  an  object  within  the  power  of  Con- 
gress, and  which  Congress  had  repeatedly  acted  on 
heretofore  in  similar  cases.  He  again  denied  that 
this  subject  was  connected  with  that  of  Abolition, 
though  he  was  prepared  to  meet  the  latter,  and  ex- 
pressed a  hope  that  the  time  was  not  far  distant 
when  that  question  would  be  met,  and  deliberately 
and  calmly  discuswd,  both  by  the  North  and  the 
South. 

Mr.  HARRISON  then  renewed  the  motion  to 
adjourn;  which  prevailing, 

The  House  adjourned. 

The  following  gentlemen  were  appointed  as  the 
Committee  on  the  Library:  Messrs.  Pope,  Clkve- 
LAND,  and  McClurb. 


IN  SENATE, 
Wedwesday,  Dec.  19,  1838. 

The  Hon.  RICHARD  M.  JOHNSON,  Vice 
President  oY  the  United  States,  and  President  of 
the  Senate,  and  Mr.  MOUTON,  Senator  from  the 
State  of  Louisiana,  appeared  in  their  places  in  the 
Senate. 

Mr.  LtJMPKIN  presented  the  petition  of  Dr. 
Boyd  Reilly,  stating  that  he  has  invented  an  appa- 
ratus for  the  application  of  steam  and  medicated 
vapor  to  the  human  body;  that  his  invention  has 
been  introduced  into  the  hospitals  of  the  army  and 
navy  of  the  United  States  with  great  advantage; 
that  he  has  expended  a  considerable  portion  of  his 
time  and  money  in  perfecting  his  invention,  asking 
compensation  in  consideration  thereof.  Mr.  L. 
then  moved  to  refer  the  petition  to  the  Committee 
on  Naval  Aflfairs;  which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  presented  the  petition  and  pa- 
pers of  John  Boyd,  prayiag  to  bo*  placed  on  the 
pension  li»t  in  consequence  of  disabilities  incurred 
in  the  late  war  with  Great  Britain;  which  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  PeLsions. 

Mr.  NICHOLAS  gave  notice  that  to-morrow 
he  would  a^k  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Charles  Morgan. 

Also,  to  bring  in  two  other  bills  for  the  relief  of 
persons  whose  names  were  not  heard. 

Mr.  TALLMADGEgave  notice  that  to-morrow 
he  would  ask  leave  to  bnng  in  a  bill  for  the 
abolishment  of  imprisonment  for  debt  in  certain 
cases. 

Mr.  CLAY  of  Alabama,  from  the  Committee 
on  Public  Lands,  to  which  had  been  referred  the 


bill  relinquishing  to  the  State  of  Alabama  her  two 
per  cent,  fund,  reported  the  same  without  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  WALKER,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
which  had  been  referred  the  bill  directing  the 
President  of  the  United  States  to  cause  certain 
lead  mines  in  Illinois,  Wis^consin,  and  lowu,  to  be 
ofl*ered  for  sale,  reported  the  same  without  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  FULTON,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  to  which  had  Lieen  referred  the  bill  for  the 
relief  of  certain  citizens  ef  Arkansas,  who  lost 
their  improvements  in  consequence  of  the  treaty 
with  the  Choctaw  Indians,  reported  the  same  with- 
out amendment. 

Mr.  ROANE,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  reported,  without  amendment, 
the  bill  for  the  support  of  the  penitentiary  in  said 
District. 

Mr.  R.  from  the  same  committee,  reported  a  bill 
to  amend  the  act  e&uibli&hing  a  criminal  court  in 
the  District  of  Columbia 

Mr.  WILLIAMS  of  Maine,  from  the  Commit- 
tee on  Naval  Affairs,  to  which  had  been  referred 
the  memorial  of  James  H.  Clarke,  reported  a  bill 
for  his  relief;,  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  a 
second  reading. 

Mr.  ROBINSON,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Post  Office  and  Post  Roads,  to  which  had  been  re- 
ferred the  Message  of  the  President  and  the  report 
of  the  Postmaster  General  on  the  subject,  reported 
a  bill  regulating  the  transmission  of  the  mails  upon 
railroads;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  a  second 
reading. 

Mr.  HUBBARD,  from  the  Committee  on 
Claims,  to  which  had  been  referred  the  petition  of 
Peter  Bargy,  reported  a  bill  for  his  relief;  which 
was  read,  and  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  H.  from  the  same  committee,  to  which  had 
been  referred  the  petition  of  John  Kurtz,  surviving 
partner  of  Bowie  and  Kurtz,  reported  a  bill  for  the 
relief  of  the  owners  of  the  ship  Alleghany;  which 
was  read,  and  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  TIPTON,  from  the  Committee  on  Indian 
Affairs,  to  which. had  been  referred  the  bill  for  the 
protection  of  the  emigrant  and  other  Indians  west 
of  Missouri  and  Arkansas,  reported  the  same  with- 
out amendment. 

Mr.  YOUNG,  from  the  Committee  on  Claims, 
to  Which  had  been  referred  the  bills  for  the  relief 
of  Joseph  Banks  and  Epbraim  Sprague,  reported 
the  same  without  amendment. 

Mr.  FOSTER,  from  the  Committee  on  Roads 
and  Canals,  to  which  had  been  referred  the  bill 
for  the  relief  of  the  Sefma  and  Tennessee  Railroad 
Company,  reported  the  same  without  amendment. 

Mr.  TIPTON,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
which  had  been  referred  the  bill  for  the  relief  of 
the  Gfeorgia  and  Alabama  Railroad  Company,  re- 
ported the  same  without  amendment. 

Mr.  BENTON,  from  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs,  to  which  had  been  referred  the  resolution 
of  the  Senate,  directing  an  inquiry  into  the  expe- 
diency of  paying  Captam  Snodgrass*s  company  of 
Alabama  volunteers,  for  services  as  an  escort  to 
the  Cherokee?,  reported  a  bill  for  their  relief;  which 
was  read,  and  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  RIVES,  from  the  ^Committee  on  Naval  Af- 
fairs, to  which  had  been  referred  the  bill  regulating 
the  pay  of  masters  in  the  navy,  reported  the  same 
without  amendment. 

Mr.  R.  on  lea  re,  and  in  pursuance  of  notice 
eiven,  introduced  a  bill  lo  explain  and  amend  the 
5ih  section  of  the  act  of  30th  Jane,  1834^  tor  the 
better  organization  of  tbe  United  States  marine 
corps;  which  was  read  twice,  and  referred. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  R.  several  petitions  and  pa- 
pers on  the  files  of  the  last  session  were  referred  to 
appropriate  committees.  • 

Mr.*  BUCHANAN  said,  that  in  perusing  the 
late  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  he  had 
been  much  pleased  with  its  brevity,  as  well  as 
clearne.ss.  In  one  respect,  however,  he  had  been 
disappointed,  and  that  was  that  the  Secretary  had 
not  alluded  to  a  subject  which  now  occupied  much 
attention  in  both  France  «nd  England;  be  referred 
to  steam  vessels  of  war.  If  the  accounts  which 
we  had  received  from  both  these  countries  were  to 
be  credited,  these  veaaels  must  eTentually^  in  a 


considerable  degree p  aopersede  all  others  in  naval 
warfare.  It  would  seem  that  the  Gorernments  of 
these  two  cpuntnes  enreriained  this  opinion,  as 
there  appeared  recently  to  have  been  an  emula- 
tion between  them  which  should  conatmct  and 
employ  the  greatest  number  of  these  vessls  in  the 
shortest  time.  Mr.  B.  did  not  profess  to  be  a  com- 
petent judge  in  this  question;  but  it  was  one  of 
such  importance  as  to  demand  the  serious  conside- 
ration of  those  who  were;  and  it  was  aolely  for  the 
purpose  of  directing  public  attention,  as  well  as 
that  of  the  Commiuee  on  Naval  Affairs,  lo  this 
subject, that  he  had  offend  the  resolution.  If  Fteam 
ships  of  war  should  prove  to  be  as  eflkient  for  at- 
tack and  defence  as  they  were  represented  to  be, 
both  in  French  and  English  publications,  oar  coun- 
try would  be  placed  in  a  most  unfortunate  condi- 
tion in  case  of  a  war  with  either  of  those  two 
natieas.  We  must  advance  as  the  world  advaiioes; 
and  it  would  be  a  signal  di^graoe  that  we,  who 
were  the  first  successfully  to  apply  steam  in  pro- 
pelling commercial  vessels,  should  suffer  by  being 
the  last  m  using  it  on  vessels  of  war.  Mr.  B.  hoped, 
that  if  tfke  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs  shoald  sa- 
tisfy themselves  of  the  utility  of  steam  vessels  for 
warlike  purposes,  we  should  not  close  this  sessioB, 
wiUiout  providing  for  the  oonstractk>n  of  one  or 
more  of  them.  Even  the  most  skilful  officers  of 
our  navy  would  require  much  experience,  he  pre- 
sumed, before  they  could  become  well  qualified  to 
command  and  manage  a  steam  vessel.  The  FrenA 
and  the  English  were  both,  at  this  very  moment, 
training  their  naval  officers,  In  this  important  ser- 
vice, on  board  of  such  veisels. 

Mr.  B.  then  submitted  the  following  resolution, 
which  was  read: 

Be$ol9ed,  That  the  Committee  on  IVaval  Affairs 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  pro- 
viding for  the  construction  of  one  or  more  steam 
vessels  of  war,  and  their  employment  in  the  naval 
service. 

Mr.  BENTON  observed  that  this  subject  ot 
steam  batteries  was  not  a  new  one.  It  bad  been 
several  years  ago  recommended  to  the  considera- 
tion ef  Congress,  by  the  Secretary  of  War,  hodi 
in  relation  to  coast  and  harbor  defence;  this  re- 
port would  be  found  among  the  detailed  statenaenis 
of  the  War  Department.  The  report  went  into  a 
description  of  the  nators  of  the  vessels  recommend- 
ed, as  well  as  the  situation  of  the  coasts  and  har- 
bors recommended  to  be  defended  by  them. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  observed,  that  he  never 
moved  in  any  subject  of  this  kind,  without  first 
obtaining  all  the  information  it  possessed.  He  cer- 
tainly was  not  ignorant  of  all  that  had  been 
done  by  the  War  Department  on  the  subject,  but 
it  was  not  coast  and  harbor  defence  only  that  his 
resolution  contemplated,  but  it  referred  to  ibe 
building  of  steam  vessels  of  war  to  act  on  the 
ocean.  It  was  for  the  purpose  of  calling  the  at- 
tention of  the  Naval  Committee  and  the  public  to 
tbe  subject  that  he  had  introduced  in  his  itsolution. 
Wh4t  was  the  difficulty?  Was  not  the  object  em- 
braoea  in  the  resolution  a  proper  subject  of  inqob- 
ry?  All  the  scientific  naval  officers  ol  the  most 
powerful  nations  in  the  world,  were  not  only  toro- 
ing  their  attention  to  the  subject,  but  what  was  more, 
were  training  their  officers  to  naval  warfare  in 
steam  vessels.  During  the  last  summer  he  had  re- 
ceived more  than  one  doien  of  publications  made 
on  the  subject  in  Europe. 

Mr.  DAVIS  was  much  obliged  to  the  Senator 
from  Pennsylvania  for  biinging  this  subject  to  the 
notice  of  the  Senate.  He  should  advocate  his  mo- 
tion, and  hoped  the  Naval  Committee  would  grivre 
their  serious  attention  to  the  subject,  and  report 
what  information  ihef  may  collect  to  the  Sea^ie 
aujd  the  country.  In  Great  Biitain  and  France 
this  subject  had  occupied  a  great  deal  of  aitention, 
and  in  this  country  it  had  not  been  entirely  over- 
looked. The  Secretary  of  War  had  invited  thetr 
attention  lo  it,  and  the  Committee  on  Military  Af- 
fairs had  brought  the  subject  l>efore  the  Senate, 
but  it  had  not  been  acted'  upon  except  in  a  siD^l« 
case,  that  of  the  steam  frigate  Fulton,  which  ia 
now  in  service  as  a  vessel  of  experiment.  It  iwas 
a  subjeet  of  deep  importance  to  the  country,  ancl 
ought  to  be  fWly  investigated.  We  ought  to  avail 
oniislves  of  the  information  to  be  derived  from  tiie 
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azperieaee  of  foieign  nations,  as  well  as  that  to  be 

derived  from  the  scienttfie  among  onr  own  coon- 

UTinra. 
The  zesolation  was  then  agreed  to  withoal  a 

diriuoa. 
Mf.  NORYEXIj,  on  leave,  and  in  pnrsaance  of 

BMive  fiTen,  inirodnoed  a  bill  to  aathorize  the 

fideelioo  of  lands  for  the  benefit  of  the  University 
^  of  Michigan,  instead  of  other  lands  which  have 

bMa  hitherto  selected;  which  was  twice  read,  and 

lefemd. 

Mr.  N.  on  leave,  and  in  pnrtnance  of  notice 
given,  introdneed  a  bill  authorizing  the  President 
of  the  Uaited  States  to  cause  certain  surveys  to  be 
■ede;  whicb  was  twice  read,  and  referred. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  on  leave,  and  in  parsuance  of  no- 
tice given,  introdnceil  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Irvine 
fihahricfc;  which  was  read  twice,  and  referred. 

Mr.  CLAY  of  Alabama,  on  leave,  and  in  pnr* 
saaaee  of  notice  given,  introduced  a  bill  for  the 
relief  of  certain  persons  therein  named;  which  was 
read  twiee,  and  referrad. 

Mr.  BROWN  gave  notice  that  to-morrow  he 
vonid  ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  supplementary 
,     to  the  act  establishing  branch  mints  of  the  United 
'     Stales. 

Mr.  fiUOGLES,  on  leave,  and  in  pursuance'of 
Mtiee  given,introduced  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Joseph 
YeazT;  which  was  read  twice,  and  referred. 

Mr.  ROANE,  en  leave,  and   in    pursuance    of 

Mliea given,  introduced  a  bill  giving  the  assent  of 

I     Coagms  to  an  act  of   the  General  Assembly  of 

I    ihe  Slate  of  Virginia,  incorporating  the  Falmouth 

and  Alexandria  Railroad  Company;   which  was 

reid  twiee,  and  referred. 

Mr.  ROANE,  on  leare,  and  in  pursuance  of  no- 
tice given,  introduced  a  bill  concerning  the  estates 
of  lonatics  and  infants;  which  was  twiee  read,  and 
referred. 

Mr.  CALHOUN,  on  leave,  and  in  pursuance  of 
aotice  given,  introduced  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the 
briisatlawof  Edward  Wade;  which  was  twice 
reid,aod  referred. 

Mr.  MERRICK  presented  the  petition  of  Wil- 
liam C.  Saston,  praying  compensation  for  services 
rcadeRd  as  clerk  in  Commissary  Cleoeral  Depart- 
neat:  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Claims. 

Abo,  the  petition  of  the  heirs  of  John  C.  Mack- 
all,  praying  compensation  for  property  destroyed 
dariog  the  last  war  with  Great  Britain :  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Claims. 

Also,  ihe  petition  of  the  heirs  of  John  Bolford; 
vhjch  was  Inferred  to  the  Committee  on  Revoiu- 
iknaiy  Cfaumn. 

Mr.  FULTON  presented  certain  resolutions  of 
the  Legislatare  of  Arkansas,  authorizing  the  sale 
of  te  16th  sections,  reserved  for  the  use  of  schools; 
vhieh  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public 
Imids. 

Mr.  F.  also  gave  notice  that  to-morrow  he  would 
mk  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  authorize  the  in- 
habitaataof  a  certain  township  in  Arkansas  to  sur- 
leader  their  school  section,  and  enter  other  land  in 
Lee  tbcKof. 

Mr.  HUBBARD,  on  leave,  and  in  pursuance  of 
aotiee  given,  introduced  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Dr. 
Swuel  White;  which  was  read  twice,  and  referred. 

Mr.  H.  also  gave  aotice  that  he  would  to-mor- 
nv  ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  allowing  equita- 
ble commissions  to  agents  for  persons  m  wh  ose  favor 
awards  have  been  made  under  treaties  with  foreign 
powers,  which  awards  have  been  retained  in  the 
Treasury  m  payment  of  debts  due  to  the  United 
Stales. 

Mr.NILES  gave  notice  that  to-morrow  he  would 
.  »k  leave  to  intradnoe  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  James 
M.  White. 

Mr.  ROBINSON,  on  leave,  and  in  punuance  of 
ktioe  given,  introduced  a  bill  establishing  a  sur- 
Nvor  eeoerai^  office  in  lUincis. 

Mr.  YOU:^Q,  on  leave,  and  in  pursuance  of  no- 
ice  given,  iolrodoced  a  bill  granting  to  the  Missis- 


sippi and  Rock  River  Canal  Company  a  certain 
portion  of  the  pi^blic  lands  for  the  purposes  therein 
expressed. 

Mr.  Y.  also,  on  leave,  and  in  pursuance  of  notice 
given,  introduced  a  bill  granting  to  the  Galena  and 
Chicago  Railroad  Company  the  right  of  way 
through  the  public  lands,  and  for  other  purposes. 

Mr.  PIERCE  gave  notice  that  he  would  to- 
morrow ask  leave  to  introJoce  a  bill  for  the  pun- 
ishment of  frauds  committed  on  applicants  for  pen- 
sions. 

Mr.  LYON  gave  notice  that  he  would  to-mor- 
row ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  J. 
and  W.  Benson  and  others. 

The  following  resolution,  submitted  by  Mr. 
BENTON  on  Monday  last,  was  taken  up,  consi- 
dered, and  adopted: 

Resohed,  That  the  President  of  the  United 
Stales  be  requested  to  cause  to  be  communi- 
cated to  the  Senate  the  correspondence  of 
Commodore  Porter,  Charge  d^Afiaires  at  Con- 
stantinople; also,  the  correspond  nee  of  the 
Consuls  of  the  United  States  at  Constantinople, 
Smyrna,  Broussa,*  Salonica,  Cyprus,  Cos,  Aleppo, 
Beiroui,  (inclusive  of  Damascus  and  Seyd,)  Alex- 
andria, and  Candia,so  far  as  the  said  correspondence 
relates  to  the  commerce  carried  on  within  the  Tor- 
ki:>h  dominions,  and  in  the  pachalir.k  of  Egypt,  and 
may  not,  in  the  opinion  of  the  President,  be  impro- 
per to  be  communicated. 

The  following  resolution,  also  submitted  by  Mr. 
B.  was  also  taken  up,  considered,  and  agreed  to: 

Rtsolvedf  That  Ihe  Secretary  of  State  be  directed 
to  report  to  the  Senate  at  the  commencement  of  the 
next  stated  session  of  Congress  the  naiure  and  ex- 
tent of  the  privileges  and  re^^trictions  of  the  com- 
mercial-intercourse of  the  United  States  wiih  all 
foreign  nations,  so  as  to  show  how  far  the  com- 
merce and  navigation  of  this>  Republic  are  favored 
and  encouraged,  or  burdened  and  restricted,  in  dif- 
ferent countries. 

Mr.  B.  submitted  the  following  resolution,  which 
was  considered,  and  agreed  to: 

Resolvidf  That  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Rela- 
tions be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  providing  for  the  appointment  of  a  '^Minister 
Resideni^^  at  Constantinople,  instead  of  a  Charge 
d'Aflaires;  and  ihat  the  Committee  on  Commerce 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  al- 
lowing a  salary,  in  addition  to  fees,  to  the  United 
States  Consul  at  the  same  place. 

Mr.  B.  submitted  the  following  resolution, 
which  was  considered,  and  agreed  to: 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be 
directed  to  report  to  the  Senate  general  statements 
in  relation  to  the  sail  duties,  the  importation  of 
foreign  salt  free  of  duty,  in  the  fisheries  of  the 
United  States,  and  also  in  the  beef  and  pork  trade, 
showing, 

1.  The  quantity  of  salt  annuiilly  imported  into 
the  United  Stales  since  the  year  1769,  and  the 
places  where  imported,  with  ihe  total  value  there- 
pf  from  each  place,  and  the  average  original  cost 
thereof  per  bushel,  and  the  average  quarterly  mar- 
ket price  in  New  York. 

2.  llie  annual  amount  of  drawback  paid  on  salt 
used  in  curing  fish,  beef,  and  pork  for  export, 
and  of  all  bounties  and  allowances  in  fishing  ves- 
sels, in  lieu  of  a  drawback  of  the  salt  duty,  and  as 
a  commutation  and  equivalent  therefor,  so  as  to 
show  the  annual  amount  of  the  salt  tax  refunded 
or  commuted  to  the  curers  of  fish  imported;  and 
also  the  amount  of  the  lax  refunded  to  exporters  of 
beef  and  pork,  so  long  as  beef  and  pork  enjoyed 
that  benefit. 

3.  The  same  amounts  computed  in  bushels  of 
salt,  so  as  to  show  the  anfiual  quantity  of  salt  free 
of  duly  which  has  been  used  or  allowed  for  in  the 
fisheries  to  ilie  present  time,  and  aho  in  the  beef 
and  pork  trade,  so  long  as  exjporied  beef  and  pork 
were  entitled  to  a  brawback  of  all  the  salt  duty. 

Mr.  RIVES  submitted  the  following  resolution, 
which  lies  one  day  for  consideration: 
RttcMt,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 


communicate  to  the  Senate,  at  as  early  a  day  as 
practicabU ,  ne  information  called  for  under  the 
following  heads  of  inquiry. 

1.  The  period  at  which  the  third  bond  of  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  sold  to  that  instituiioo, 
amounting  to  $2,254,871  38  was  placed  to  the 
credit  of  the  Treasurer  on  the  books  of  the  bank — 
the  terms  on  which  it  was  negotiated — the  person 
acting  on  behalf  of  the  bank,  with  whom  the  ne- 
gotiation was  made — the  particulars  of  any  under- 
standing or  agreement  that  the  proceeds  of  the 
^ame  should  be  left  on  deposite  with  said  bank, 
until  wanted  in  the  oidinary  disbursements  oi  the 
Government,  and  what  understanding  and  arrange- 
ment, if  any,  has  taken  phice  respecting  the  bene- 
fit which  might  accrue  to  the  bank  in  Uie  transTer 
of  money  it  should  make  to  distant  places  on  ac- 
count of  the  Government. 

2.  The  period  when  the  sum  of  |l,600,000,  in 
part  payment  of  the  same  bond  of  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States,  was  placed  to  the  credit  of  the  Trea- 
surer by , that  Bank,  and  the  nature  of  the  agree- 
ment or  understanding  had  in  reference  to  the  pay- 
ment cS  a  part  of  said  bond  before,  and  of  another 
part  after  it  became  due. 

3.  Whether  any  sum  or  sums  of  the  public  mo- 
ney have  been  deposited  in  the  Bank  of  the  United 
Suites,  other  than  those  derived  from  the  payment 
or  sale  of  its  bonds;  if  so,  the  amount  and  date  of 
each  deposite,  and  by  whom,  and  by  whose  autho- 
rity and  direction  they  were  made. 

4.  The  aggregate  balance  standing  weekly  to  the 
credit  of  the  Treasurer  in  the  Bank  of  the  Unired 
States,  its  branches  or  agencies,  whether  subject  to 
draft  or  not,  as  well  as  the  weekly  aggregate  ba- 
lance in  the  Treasury  from  the  time  the  first  depo^ 
site  was  made  in  the  said  Bank  of  moneys  arising 
from  the  payment  or  sale  of  its  bonds  up  to  the 
present  period. 

5.  A  list  of  all  its  branches,  or  agencies  of  the 
said  Bank  of  the  Uniied  States,  on  which  the  Trea- 
sury Department  has  drawn  drafts,  the  amount  ef 
public  moneys  directed  to  be  placed  at  each,  and  of 
the  drafts  severally  drawn  on  them,  and  the  rates 
of  exchange  between  Philadelphia  and  each  of  the 
places  to  which  sums  were  ordered  to  be  trans* 
ferredv 

6.  The  amount,  K)  far  as.it  can  be  conveniently 
ascertained,  that  has  been  drawn  from  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States,  its  branches  or  agencies,  or  in 
notes  of  said  Bank,  for  paying  Indian  annuities,  or 
other  claims  of  the  Indians  on  the  Government,  or 
for  defraying  the  expenses  attending  the  removal  of 
the  Indians,  and  in  general  the  nature  ef  the  ar- 
rangements (if  any)  made  for  the  more  distant  pub- 
lic disbursements  in  the  notes  of  the  Bank,  toge- 
ther with  all  the  correspondence,  agreements,  and 
instructions  given  or  entered  into,  connected  with 
any  or  all  the  heads  of  inquiry  above  stated. 

^l$Oy  Resohed,  That  he  communicate  the}natnre 
of  the  arrangements  made  with  him  by  those  banks 
in  whicb,  according  to  his  report  of  the  3d  instant, 
portions  of  the  public  money  have.been  "placed  to 
the  credit  of  the  Treasurer  on  special  deposite;"  the 
kind  of  money  in  which  the  saud  special  deposites 
were  made;  whether  the  same  were  entered  on  the 
books  of  the  baakt  whether  the  identical  moneys 
deposited  hav^  continued  to  be  held  by  Ihe  hanks; 
whether  Ihe  drafts  of  the  Treasury  Department  thai 
have  been  drawn  on  those  deposites  have  been  paid 
in  the  specific  moneys  deposited;  and  whether  the 
balances  tJiCining  are  part  and  parcel  of  the  very 
moneys  originally  deposited. 

Mr.  CLAY  of  Alabama  submitted  the  following 
resolution,  which  was  agreed  to: 

Hetolwd,  That  the  Committee  on  Pensions  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  autho- 
rizing the  Secretary  of  War  to  make  reasonable  and 
just  compensation  to  agents  employed  in  the  pay- 
ment of«pensioners. 

Mr.  YOUNG  submitted  the  following  resolution: 

Resohtdj  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
ocdiag  to  the  Stale  bf  lUinoi?  soch  of  the  publel 
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)an^l.<  HR  remain  unsold  iiv  the  "American  Uottom,"  " 
in  :,.u  Stale,  which  extend  along  ihe  Miasissffppi 
river,  i'lom  the  month  of  Wood  river  to  the  monih 
of  ihe  Kaskaskia  river,  ^nd  ^re  bounded -bjr  ^he  bloiTs 
or  iiighlands  on  thf  one  side,  and  the  river  on  the 
other;  for  the  purpose  of  aiding  said  State  in  im- 
proving the  h^ahb  of  its  citizens  by  draining  the 
lakes,  ponds,  and  marshes  in  that  part  of  the  coun- 
try. 

In  presenting  the  above  resolution,  Mr.  Youno 
said:  r  hold  in  my  band,  Mr.  President,  a  report 
made  by  the  president  of  the  board  of  maaag<;rs  of 
the  Illinois  State  Lottery,  authorized  by  the  Gene- 
ral Assembly  of  that  State  for  the  purpose  of  drain- 
ing the  lakes  and  ponds,  and  -improving  the  health 
of  the  citizens  residing  in  iht  "American  Bottom;'' 
a  strip  of  country  extending  from  the  mouth  of 
Wood  river,  a  short  distance  above  the  mouth  of 
the  Missonri  river,  to  the  mouth  of  the  Kaskaskia 
river,  and  stretching  along  the  easterly  side  of  the 
Mississippi  jiver  about  one  hundred  miles,  with  an 
average  width  of  from  three  to  seven  miles.  The 
quantity  of  land  cnnbraced  within  the  area  is  esti- 
mated at  about  four  hundred  square  miles,  or  about 
two  l)nndred  and  sixty  thousand  acres;  of  which 
only  a  small  portion  of  refuse,  marshy  and  un- 
saleable land  remains  the  property  of  the  United 
States,  although  it  has  been  in  market  more  than 
twenty  years.  The  first  settlements  made  by  the 
wnite  people  in  Illinois  were  made  by  the  French, 
at  Kai^kaskia,  Fort  Chartr«6,  St.  Philips,  Cahokia, 
Prairie  Du  Pont,  Prairie  du  Rocher,  and  a  few 
other  smaller  villages.  It  is  believed  that  in  the 
year  1812,  the  population  of  the  "American  Bot-' 
toui"  was  greater  than  now.  This  is  attributed  to 
bad  health,  arising  from  the  stagnant  ponds  and 
lakes  in  that  part  of  the  country.  The  report  states 
that  the  once  flourishing  villages  of  Fort  Chartres, 
St.  Philips,  and  Prairie  Du  Pont  arc  now  only 
knonrn  by  the  ruins,  and  the  inscriptions  over  the 
remain*;  of  the  dead;  that  ike  towns  of  Cahokia, 
Harrisonville  and  Prairie  Du  Rocher  are  in  a  state 
of  great  dilapidation;  and  that  there  Is  but  little 
prospect  of  improvement  in  that  part  of  the  coun- 
try, unless  something  shall  be  done  to  render  the 
nnoecupiet]  portions  of  the  country  inhabitable  for 
agricultural  and  other  purposes.  The  board  of 
managers,  therefore,  ask  for  a  donation  of  thoss 
marsh  lands  to  the  State,  ft-r  the  purpose  of  aiding 
in  tbe  proposed  improvement  of  the  country,  in  the 
hope  riial  Congress  will  not  refuse  to  promote,  in 
the  manner  proposed,  so  important  and  laudable 
an  undertaking. 

The  resolution  was  then  adopted. 

The  following  bills  were  severally  read  a  third 
time  and  passed: 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Wm.  East. 

The  bill  to  prevent  the  counterfeiting  of  foreign 
coin,  and  for  the  punishment  thereof. 

I'be  bill  to  amend  the  act  to  punish  certain  of- 
fences against  the  United  States. 

Tbe  bill  confirming  the  sales  of  certain  reserva- 
.  tions. 

The  bill  granting  to  the  county  of  Kalamazoo, 
State  of  Michigan,  the  right  of  pre-emption  to  cer- 
tain quarter  sections  of  tbe  public  lands. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Newton. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Jean  B.  Valle. 

Th'*  bill  to  amend  the  act  entitled  an  act  to  re- 
qui  e  the  jni^gt^s  of  the  district  of  East  and  West 
Tennessee  to  hold  a  court  at  Jackson,  in  said  State. 

The  bill  further  to  postpone  the  fourth  instalment 
of  the  deposite  with  the  States. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Walter  Loomis  and 
Abel  Gay  was,  aHer  considerable  d€bate,  postponed 
until  Monday  next. 

The  question  on  ordering  the  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Laurent  B.  Millaudon  to  a  third  reading,  was  re- 
considered, and  the  bill,  after  a  considerable  debate, 
wris  recommitted  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

On  motion. 

The  Senate  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES, 

Wkonbsday,  December  19,  1838. 

Mr.  ADAMS,'  on  leave,  from  the  select  commit- 

ir<-  (barton,  reported,  with  amendments,  the  bill  to 

prohibit  duelling  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  and  to 

provide  for  the  pnnishment  thereof. 


Mr.  CAMDaELCNG,  from  ih*;  ComnjiiiGt*  of 
Ways  and  Mean;,  reported  a  kill  making  an  ap- 
propriation for  the  protection  of  the  northern  fron- 
tier of  the  United  States. 

A4so,  a  bill  making  aj^propxiations  for  the  pay- 
ment of  Revolutionary  and  other  pemiioners  of  the 
United  States,  for  the  year  1839. 

Also,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Chastelain  and  others. 

The  unfinished  haziness  was  the  question  oT  re- 
ception of  a  petition  presented  by  Mr.  S ALTON- 
STALL  from  certain  citizens  of  the  town  of  Con- 
verse, Massachusetts,  praying  for  the  establish- 
ment of  international  relations  with  Hayti. 

Mr.  HARRISON,  Who  was  entitled  to  the  floor, 
said,  in  view  of  the  Shortness  of  the  session,  of  the 
vast  amount  of  business  before  the  House,  and 
that,  up  to  this  time,  they  had  done  nothing,  he 
thought  this  discussion  should  be  brought  to  a  close, 
and  he  therefore  demanded  the  previous  question; 
which  was  carried  without  a  division,  as  was  also 
the  main  question,  <^Shall  this  petition  be  re- 
ceived?" 

The  petition  being  therefore  received  was,  on 
motion  of  Mr.  SALTONSTALL,  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Foreign  Afifairs. 

Mr.  SHERROD  WILLIAMS  asked  leave  to 
submit  the  following  amendment  to  the  rules  of  the 
House: 

l^uolved.  That  the  following  be  added  to  and 
constitute  one  of  the  standing  rules  of  the  House: 
*'If,  upon  the  presentation  of  a  petition,  objection 
be  made  to  receiving  the  same,  the  question  shall 
be  put  and  decided  without  debate." 

Objection  being  made,  Mr.  W.  moved  a  suspen- 
sion of  the  rule.*:;  on  which  motion 

Mr.  SLADE  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays,  and, 
being  ordered,  they  were — ^yeas  91,  nays  99,  as 
follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  John  W.  Allen,  Anderson,  An- 
dcews,  Banks,  Beers,  Bicknell,  Birdsall,  Boon, 
Bronson,  Bynum,  Casey,  Chambers,  Chapman, 
Cheatham,  Clowney,  Coles,  Ccrt^nor,  Crabb,  Craig, 
Crary,  Cushman,  De  Grafi*,  Duncan,  Ewing,  Far- 
rington,  Fillmore,  Fry,  Gallup,  James  Garland, 
Glascock,  Grantland,  Graves,  Gray,  Griffin,  Ha> 
ley,  Hammond,  Harrison,  Hawkins,  Haynes, 
Henry,  Herod,  Holt,  Hopkins,  Howard,  Hnbley, 
Thomas  B.  Jackson,  Jabez  Jackson,  Jos.  Johnson, 
William  Cost  Johnson,  Nathaniel  Jones,  John  W. 
Jones,  Keim,  Kemble,  Kennedy,  Leadbetter,  Lyon, 
McKay,  Robert  McClellan,  Abraham  McClellan, 
Mercer,  Miller,  Montgomery,  Morgan,  Murray, 
Noble,  Palmer,.  Parker,  Pctrikin,  Phelps,  Pratt, 
Rives,  Augustine  H  Shepperd,Sheplor,Southgate, 
Spencer,  Stuart,  Stone,  Taliaferro,  Titus,  T  y, 
Underwood,  Vail,  Vanderveer,  Wagener,  Weeks, 
Albert  S.  While,  John  White,  Sher^od  Williams, 
Worthington,  and  Yell— 91. 

NAYSr—Messrs.  Adams,  Alexander,  Heman 
Allen,  Atherton,  Aycrigg,  Beatty,  Bell,  Borden, 
firiggs,  Buchanan,  Wm.  B.  Calhoun,  John  Cal- 
hoon,  Cambreleng,  William  B.  Campbell,  Carter, 
Chaney,  Clark,  Coffin,  Corwin, Cranston,  Crockett, 
Cushing,  Dawson,  Davee,  Davies,  Dennis,  Drom- 
goole,  Evan.«s,  Everett,  Fairfield,  Richard  Fletcher, 
Foster,  Giddingj.',  Goode,  James  Graham,  William 
Graham,  Grennell,  Hall,  ?Iamer,  Harlan,  Harper, 
Hastings,  Ha wes,  Ingham,  Jenifer,  Lewis,  Lincoln, 
Mallory,  Marvin,  Jas.  M.  Mason,  Samson  Mason, 
Martin,  Maury,  Maxwell,  McKennan,  Menefee, 
Mitchell,  Matthias  Mirris,  Calvary  Morris,  Nay- 
lor,  Noyes,  Ogle,  Parmenier,  Pearce,  Peck,  Potts, 
Sergeant  S.  Prentiss,  Putnam,  Rariden,  Randolph, 
Reed,  Reily,  Rhclt,  Ridgway,  John  Robertson, 
Edward  Robinson,  Rumsey,  Russell,  SaltonstiU, 
Sawyer,  Sheffer,  Charles  Shepard,  Shields,  Sibley, 
Slade,  Snyder,  Stanly,  Siraiton,  Swearigen,  Thomas, 
Tillinghasl,  Toland,  Toocey,  Whittlesey,  Lewis 
Williams,  Jared  W.  Williams,  Jos.  L.  Williams, 
Christopher  H.  Williams,  Wise,  Word,  and 
Yorke— 96. 

So  the  House  refused  to  suspend  the  rules. 
AFFAIRS  IN  PENNSYLVANIA. 

The  following  message  in  writing  was  received 
from   the   Pre>^iderfi  ^of  the  United  States  by  the 
hands  of  his  private  Srcfetary: 
To  the  House  of  Represenlatives  of  the  United  StiUeu 

I  transmit  the  accompanying  documents,  marked 
from  one  te  five,  in  reply  to  a  resolution  of  yester- 


day's date,  calling  '*^^  copies  of  cf>rrc^pondence 
between  the  Executive  of  (he  General  Government 
and  the  GtovcrniT  of  Pennsylvania,  in  relation  to 
*^a  call  of  the  latter  for  an  armed  force  of  United 
States  troops  since  the  present  session  of  Congress,**  • 
and  requiring  information  **  whether  any  oflficer  of 
tbe  United  States  instigated  or  participated*'  in  ihe 
riotous  proceedings  referred  to  in  the  rcsolutioii, 
and  "what  measures,  if  any,  tbe  President  has 
taken  to  investigate  and  punish  the  said  acts,  and 
whether  any  such  officer  still  remams  in  the  service 
of  the  United  States.**  M.  VAN  BUREN. 

Wjishington,  Dec.  18,  1838. 

[The  document:;  accompanying  this  message  are 
of  an  important  character.  They  are  so  volumi- 
nous as  to  preclude  their  publication  in  to-night^ 
paper;  but  so  soon  as  we  shall  obtain  a  copy,  they 
will  be  given  to  the  public. J 

I'he  message  and  accompanying  documents  hav- 
ing been  read, 

Mr.  NAYLOR  moved  that  they  be  referred  to 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union,  and  printed;  and  addressed  the  House  at 
some  length  in  suppert  of  his  motion.  He  said  this 
inquiry  had  been  made  by  a  certain  party  in  that 
House,  and  he  was  now  willing  to  meet  it  to  the 
fullest  extent.  He  remarked,  with  much  warmth, 
upon  the  fact  of  Gov.  Wolf  anticipating  what  had 
taken  place,  as  going  to  show  there  vtaj  a  re- 
gularly organized  conspiracy  on  the  part  of  the  offi- 
cers and  adherents  of  the  General  Government, 
concocted  in  Philadelphia,  M)me  of  whom  had  taken 
an  active  part  in  it.  Mr.  N.  then  went  again  into 
the  transactions  at  Harrisburg,  and  the  pan  taken 
there  by  Messrs.  Page,  M*Can,  and  others. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  was  at  a  loss  to  see  any 
good  ^hat  could  arise  from  the  further  discussion  of 
this  matter,  or  of  referring  it  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  for  discussion,  from  day  to  diCy,  and  there- 
fore he  felt  as  if  he  was  discharging  a  duty  to  bina- 
self,  and  the  balance  of  the  members,  by  moving 
that  these  documents  be  laid  on  the  table  and 
printed. 

Mr.  POTTER  begged  the  gentleman  to  with- 
draw  the  motion  for  a  few  minutes. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  would  do  so  on  condition 
of  the  gentleman's  renewing  the  motion.  - 

Mr.  POTTER  pledged  himself  to  do  so. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  withdrew  the  motion. 

Mr.  POTTER  commenced  bv  stating  that  he  had 
the  pleasure  of  informing  the  House  he  had  every 
reason  to  hope  that  all  the  difficulties  that  had  un- 
fottunately  prevailed  in  Pennsylvania,  had  beea 
brought  to  a  peaceable  and  permanent  termination, 
and  that  three  distinguished  patriots)  men  who 
are — 

Mr.  BIDDLE  called  his  colleague  to  order  for 
making  a  reference  to  the  proceedings  at  Harris- 
burg. 

Mr.  POTTER  had  only  made  a  single  allusioti 
to  them,  while  his  other  colleague  [Mr.  Natlor] 
had  been  permitted  to  go  into  and  dilate  upon  their 
hUtory.  Mr.  P*s  object  was  to  prevent  any  further 
action  on  the  whole  subject.  There  was  excitement 
enough  now  in  Pennsylvania  wiihonl  creating  any- 
more; and  he  was  merely  stating  a  fact  to  show  why 
it  was  unnecessary,  in  his  judgment,  to  refer  this 
subject.  As  he  was  saying,  he  believed  the  questicMi 
was  fettled  in  Pennsylvania  itself,  for  there  vrttn 
where  it  mubt  be  ultimately  settled,  for  they  would 
permit  the  interference  neither  of  the  National  nor 
of  any  State  Government,  further  than  the  Consti- 
tution warranted.  He  believed  every  thing  was.  at 
peace  in  that  State  now,  while  we  are  discussing^ 
the  matter  here,  and  keeping  up  the  excitement. 
He  had  just  returned  from  Harrisburg,  and  a  more 
peaceable  or  more  orderly  community  was  not  to 
be  found  within  the  bounds  of  this  Union,  than  he 
left  there.  He  was  satisfied,  too,  that  the  rights  of 
the  people  were  safe,  for  they  were  in  bauds  who 
knew  them,  and  knovring,  would  dare  maintain 
them.  The  House  of  Representatives  of  Pennsyl- 
vania is  now,  he  believed.  X^^^>c««ding  as  quietir 
and  orderly  as  ourselves. 

With  reference  to  the'rvrtSt^^^'f  *^P^»l*d«lphia, 
Mr.  P.  would  inform  hiiT  \\t^V^^  ^^^^  he  had  been 
called  to  Harrisburg  it>v  v  ftC^"^^^^^^'^  ot-Qovernor 
Rimer,  and  that  he  Ki\^^e  \<f^  ^V\\\oui  one  drop 
of  blood  having  been  ^  t^tT 
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Mr<  P.  concurred  with  his  colleague  iu  ihe  posi- 
tioA  that  a  conspiracy  had  existed  in  Pennsylvania, 
a  waspiracy  to  trample  dewn  the  rights  of  free  Gk>- 
TCfoiDeDt,  and  strike  at  the  foandation  of  liberty 
tisdf— a  GOBspiracy  to  usurp  the  Govern mept  of 
die  of  the  thirteen  original  States  of  this  Union, 
ooDliary  to  the  Constitotion,  contrary  to  the  laws, 
aadcoBtraiy  to  all  the  institutions  of  our  country — 
a  MBspiiacy  for  a  miaori^y  to  grasp  power  over  the 
majority— <a  conspiracy  to  retain,  for  purposes  ^est 
known  to  themselves,  the  functions  of  the  Qovei  n- 
jneal  of  Pennsylvania  for  a  short  time.  That  con- 
spiracy was  announced  loo^  since,  but  not  by  the 
poUtinl  party  to  which  his  colleague  had  attribu- 
ted iL  No.  It  was  announced  and  proclaimed 
bj  the  very  officer  who  had  surreptitiously  conceal- 
ed aod  kept  back  the  returns  to  the  Legislature  of 
Feaasfifania.  Hence,  then,  Mr.  P.  concurred  in 
opiaiOB  with  his  colleague,  that  there  was  a  con- 
spiracy, but  tkc  gentleman^s  friends  were  answera- 
ble for  ir. 

fifr.  P.  defended  Gov.  Wolf  for  the  course  he 
hidparsaed  in  cautioning  the  custom-house  offi- 
ceis.  That  gentleman  could  not  but  anticipate  ex- 
dteaeat,  for  the  public  press  declared  it  in  ad- 
Tanefr— the  officers  of  the  State  Government  at 
Harrisboif  piodaimed  it — and  his  caution  was  pro- 
per, called  for  by  the  probable  state  of  things,  and 
only  what  duty  required  of  him.  Mr.  P.  concluded 
by  reaewing  the  onotion  to  lay  on  the  tabre  and 
piiat,  and  it  was  agreed  to  without  a  division. 

The  8PEA.KER  laid  before  the  House  a  ccm- 
XBonicatioB  from  the  First  Comptroller  of  the  Trea- 
saiy,  in  eonformity  to  an  act  of  Congress,  enclos- 
isg  a  statement  of  the  accounts  that  have  remained 
aasetiied,  or  on  which  balances  appear  to  be  due, 
for  more  than  three  years  prior  to  the  30th  Septem- 
ber, 1838,  on  the  books  of  the  Fourth  Auditor, 
which, 

(hi  motion  of  Mr.  CUSHMAN,  was  laid  on  the 
table  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Abo,  a  communication  from  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasuiy,  enclosing  the  annual  report  of  the  Com- 
jDiBioDer  of  the  General  Land  Office  to  that  De- 
paitaent,  in  legard  ta  the  operations  of  the  General 
Land  Office  during  the  year  1837,  and  part  of  the 
year  1838. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CASEY,  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table  and  be  printed. 

Also,  a  crport  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
laxomi^ianca  with  a  resolution  of  (he  House  of 
ftepmenlatives  of  the  6th  of  June  last,  in  relation 
to  the  acoonnts  of  Major  Cross,  and  other  matters. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  MERCER,  laid  on  the  table 
and  cfrdered  to  be  printed. 

A1k>,  a  communication  from  the  Secretary  of  the 
Tressaiy,  iodosnig  a  report  and  documents  rela- 
tive to  Ihe  petition  of  John  Peebles,  collector  of 
internal  daties  for  1st,  3d,  3d,  4th,  and  5th  dis- 
tricts of  Ohio,  which  was  referred  to  that  officer  by 
theCommiitee  of  Claims  of  the  Hotise  of  Repre- 
seofatives  at  its  last  session. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  RUSSELL,  referred  to  the 
Coanniuee  on  Claims. 

At  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  CAMBRELENG,  the 
Home,  by  general  consent,  took  up  the  motion 
made  by  Mr.  Cambrblkng  at  the  be^rgining  of  the 
session,  to  refer  so  much  pf  {he  report  to  the  Secre- 
Ury  of  the  Treasury  as  related  to  the  defalcations 
of  the  late  collector  at  New  York  to  a  select  com- 
mittee, and  so  much  thereof  as  related  to  a  modi- 
iicaiion  of  the  reveune  laws  to  the  Committee  of 
Wavs  and  Means. 

Mr*  WISE  moved  the  reference  of  the  former 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  on  the  state  of 
die  Union,  and  proceeded  to  address  the  Hoofce  in 
support  of  that  motion,  and  also  on  the  subject 
gtnerally, going  into  a. history  of  Swartwout^s and 
other  cases  of  fraud  and  peculation  that  had  oo- 
eorrcd  imder  the  late  and  present  Administration. 
Afirr  proceeding  forsom<»  lime, he  gave  way,with- 
Mit  concluding,  to  Mr.  STANLEY,  on  whose  mo- 
tion 
The  House  adjourned. 

IN  SENATE, 
TaunsoAT,  December  20,  1838. 
Mr.  ROANE  presented  a  petition   of  the  admi- 
and  heirs  at  law  of  William  Terrillj 


which  was  referred   to  ihe  Committee  on  Revolu- 
tionary Claims.  r 

Mr.  WILLIAMS  of  Mississippi  presented  a  pe- 
tition of  William  Dorsey,  register  of  lands  in  the 
northeastern  district  of  Misslsippi,  asking  com- 
pensation for  additional  clerks;  which  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  presented  the  petition  of  Mrs. 
Mary  W.  Thompson,  widow  of  Col.  Alexander 
Thompson,  who  fell  in  an  action  with  the  Seminole 
Indians,  prating  for  a  pension^,  which  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

Mr.  W.  also  presented  the  memorial  of  Russell 
Corns  lock,  praying  Congress  to  purchase  and  pub- 
lish certain  discoveries  alleged  to  have  been  made 
by  him,  to  promote  the  preservation  and  increase 
of  agricuitaral  products,  dLC.;  which  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Agriculture,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  presented  a  memorial  from  the 
Chamber  of  Commerce  of  Charleston,  S.  C.  pray- 
ing that  Congress  would  adopt  some  measures  that 
would  increase  the  proportion  of  American  seamen; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 
Mr.  BENTON  presented  the  petition  of  Wil- 
liam Triplett,  praying  for  confirmation  of  title  to 
a  tract  of  land;  which  was  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee  on  Private  Land  Claims. 
'  Mr.  KING  presented  a  memorial  of  the  Gaines- 
ville and  Narketa  Railroad  Company;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Ronds  and  Ciiials. 

Mr.NORVELL  offered  the  following  resolution, 
which  was  considered  and  agreed  to: 

Reiohedy  That  the  Committee  on  Commerce  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  making 
appropriations  for  the  improvement  of  the  harbors 
of  Brest,  Port  Sheldon,  and  New  Buffalo,  and  of 
the  harbors  at  the  mouths  of  Clinton,  Grand,  Kala- 
mazoo, North,  and  South  Black  rivers,  in  the 
State  of  Michigan;  and  also  into  the  expediency  of 
making  appropriations  for  the  construction  of  a  pier 
and  beacon  light  at  Mackinac;  for  the  removal  of 
a  bar  in  lake  George,  in  the  straits  of  St.  Mary; 
and  for  the  removal  of  the  obstructions  to  naviga- 
tion at  the  mouth  of  the  riv.er  St.  Clair,  in  that 
State. 
On  motion  by  Mr.  PRENTISS, 
Ordered,  That  the  petition  of  James  SmoUcy 
and  others,  presented  at  the  last  session,  praying 
compensation  for  the  services  of  the  Vermont  mili- 
tia at  Plattsborg  in  the  late  war,  be  referred,  with 
the  accompanying  documents,  to  the  Committee 
on  Military  Affairs. 

Mr.  PRENTISS,  from  the  Committee  on  Pen- 
sions, reported  the  following  bills,  without 
amendment: 

A  bill  to  establish  a  pension  agency  in  Montpe- 
Her,  Vermont; 
A  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  McClond;  and 
A  bill  jsranling  a  pension  to  David  Waller. 
Mr.  PRENTISS,    agreeably  to    notice   given, 
asked  and  obtained  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  the 
relief  of  the  administrator  of  Joseph  Edson;  which 
was  read  twice,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
the  Judiciary. 
On  motion  by  Mr.  ROBINSON, 
Ordered,  That  five  hundred  extra  copies  of  the 
report  of  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land 
Office  be  printed  for  the  use  of  that  office. 

Mr.  SMITH  of  Indiana  submitted  the  following 
resolution,  which  was  considered  and  adopted: 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Commerce  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  so 
amending  the  act  of  7ih  July,  1838,  "to  provide  for 
the  belter  security  of  ihe  lives  of  passengers  on  board 
vessels  propelled  in  whole  or  in  part  by  steam,"  as 
to  provide  that  every  captain,  engineer,  pilot,  or 
other  person  employed  in  navigating  any  steam- 
boat or  vesel,  propelled  in  whole  or  in  part  by 
steam,  who  shall  wilfully  increase  and  confine  the 
steam  of  such  boat  or  vessel,  with  intent  to  propel 
her  at  a  speed  greater  than  her  ordinary  speed,  on 
any  pretext  whatever,  or  who  shall  wilfully  run 
such  boat  or  vessel  at  a  speed  greater  than  her 
ordinary  speed,  against  or  with  any  other  boat  or 
vessel  at  a  trial  of  speed,  although  no  explosion  or 
loss  of  life  shall  occur  thereby,  shall  be  guilty  of  a 
high  misdemeanor,  and  on  conviciion  shall  be 
fined  in  any  sum  not  exceeding  five  thousand  dol- 


lars; and  also,  that  said  committee  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  requiring  a  printed  copy  of  the 
above  entitled  act,  and  the  amendments  that  may 
be  made  thereto,  to  be  kept  at  all  times  in  a  public 
part  of  the  cabin  of  such  boat  or  vessel,  for  the 
inspection  of  the  passengers. 

Mr.  TALLMADGE,  on  leave,  and  in  pursu- 
ance of  notice  given,  introduced  a  bill  to  abolish 
imprisonment  for  debt  in  certain  eases;  which  was 
read  twice,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary. 

Mr.  ROANE,  on  leave,  and  in  pursuance  of 
notice  given,  intioduced  a  bill  to  extend  the  juris- 
diction of  the  corporation  of  ^e  city  of  Washing- 
ton over  the  Potomac  bridge,  and  to  authorize  !hs 
M;aking  of  deeds  for  ceitain  lots  in  said  city;  which 
v/a^  read  twice,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
the  District. 

Mr.  R.  also  on  leave,  and  in  pursuance  of  notice 
given,  introduced  a  bill  for  tbe  erection  ,of  a  hos- 
pital in  the  city  of  Washington,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses; which  was  read  twice,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  District. 

Mr.  RUGGLES,  on  leave,  and  in  pursuance  of 
notice  ^iven,  introduced  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Isaac  Hiltoo;  which  was  read  twice,  and  referred 
o  the  Committee  on  Pensions. 

Mr.  PIERCE,  from  theCommiitee  on  Pensions, 
to  which  the  subject  had  been  referred,  reported  a 
bill  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  Basseti;  which  vfiu- 
read,  and  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  BENTON  offered  the  following  resolution, 
which  was  considered  and  adopted: 

Rttolved^  That  the  President  i<f  (he  United  .Elates 
be  requested  to  cause  to  be  communicated  to  the 
Senate  copies  of  all  the  orders  and  instructions  is- 
sued from  Washington  city,  by  heads  of  Depart- 
ments and  the  Postmaster  General,  relative  to  the 
kind  of  money  and  bank  notes  which  mis;ht  be  paid 
out  on  account  of  the  United  States  or  the  Post 
Office  Department,  since  tlie  14ih  day  of  April 
1814,  when  Congress,  by  law,  forbid  any  bank 
nole'to  be  "offered"  in  payment  on  public  accouni, 
in  any  ca^c  whatsoever,  except  of  the  character  and 
description  there  specifically  defined. 

Mr.  BENTON  also  offered  the  following  resolu- 
tion, which  was  considered  and  adopted: 

Retohed,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  *o 
directed  to  communicate  to  the  Senate,  as  early  as 
may  be  convenient  after  the  Mint  returns  for  the 
presert  year  are  received,  sialemenis  showing: 

1.  The  amount  of  imports  and  exports  of  ^old 
and  silver  coin  and  bullion  since  tbe  pass3p;e  of 
the  act  for  correcting  the  standard  of  the  gold  coins 
of  the  United  States,  and  for  admitting  the  silver 
coins  of  Mexico  and  other  countries  to  legal  circu- 
lation within  the  United  States,  passed  June,  1834. 

2.  The  amount  of  gold  coined  nt  tlie  Mint  and 
its  branches  since  the  gold  bill  of  le34  look  effect, 
distinguishing  the  bullion  from  which  the  aame. 
was  coined,  so  as  to  show  how  much  was  coined 
from  foreign  gold,  bow  much  from  United  States 
coins  of  the  former  standard,  and  how  much  from 
?old  of  the  United  States  mines. 

3.  The  annual  average  of  the  mrtes  ef  the  late 
Bank  of  the  United  Slates  in  circulation  during  the 
existence  of  that  institution. 

Mr.  RIVES,  on  leave,  and  in  pursuance  of  no- 
tice given,  introduced  a  bill  for  the  rel^^  I  of  A-  oi  -w 
Forest;  which  w'as  read  twice,  and  rCit  rred  lo  tbe 
Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

Mr.  R.  also  on  leave,  and  in  pursuance  c.r  no- 
lice  given,  introduced  a  bxll  to  establish  the  navy 
raiioii,  and  for  other  purposes;  which  was  refericd 
to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

Mr.  R.  gave  notice  that  to-morrow  h*^  would 
ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Tho- 
mas P.  Parson. 

Mr.  FULTON,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Buildings,  reported  the  bill  to  authorize  the  exam- 
ination and  pa)  menl  of  the  claims  of  the  work- 
men on  the  public  buildings,  without  amendment. 

Mr.  HUBBARD,  on  leave,  and  in  pursuance  of 
notice  given,  introduced  a  bill  allowiag  equitable 
commissions  to  agents  for  persons  in  whose  favor 
awards  have  been  made  under  treaties  with  foreign 
powers,  which  awards  have  been  retained  in  tte 
Treasury  in  payment  of  debts  due  to  the  United 
States  -,  which  was  read  twice,  and  inferred. 
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P%?r.  NILliS,  on  leave,  and  in  pursuance  of  no- 
t;ce  giv<»ii,  imrodnced  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Ja- 
bez  L.  White  and  A*^  White ;  which  was  read 
twice,  and  referred. 

Mr.  MORRIS  asked  leave  to  move  a  reconside- 
ration of  the  vote  of  yesterday,  by  which  the  bill 
to  puni.'>h  the  counterfeiting  of  certain  coins, 
was  passed;  which  was  granted  by  unanimous  con- 
sent. 

Mr.  NICHOLAS,  on  leave,  and  in  pursuance  of 
notice  given,  introduced  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Charles  Morgan ;  which  was  read  twica,  and  re- 
ferred to  tlie  Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims. 

Mr.  N.  also  on  leave,  and  in  pursuance  of  no- 
tiee  given,  introduced  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Charles  Morgan ;  which  was  read  twice,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims. 

Mr.  N.  also  on  leave,  and  in  pursuance  of  no- 
tice given,  introduced  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Jean 
Bapt'isie  Grainger;  which  was  read  twice,  and  re- 
ierred  to  the  Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims. 

Mr.  BROWN,  on  leave,  and  io  pursuance  of  no- 
tice given,  introduced  a  bill  supplementary  to  the 
act  es^tablishing  branch  mints  of  the  United  States; 
\f  hich  was  read  twice,  and  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  FULTON,  on  leave,  and  in  pursuance  of 
notice  given,  introduced  a  bill  to  authorize  the  in- 
habitants of  township  8,  north  ef  range  32,  to  sur- 
render their  school  section,  and  enter  a  section  in 
Jicu  thereof;  which  was  read  twice,  and  referred  lo 
the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  F.  also  on  leave,  and  in  pursuance  of  no- 
tice given,  introduced  a  bill  to  authorize  the  loca- 
tion of  pre-emption  certificates  given  by  the  register 
of  public  lands  at  Bacesville,  Arkansas,  under  law 
of  26ih  May,  1838,  on  any  public  lands  in  Ar- 
kansas; which  was  read  twice,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  DAVJS  gave  notice  that  on  to-morrow  he 
would  ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Etisha  Eldridge. 

Also,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  Nantucket  Steam- 
boat Company. 

The  resolutions  submitted  yesterday,  by  Mr. 
Rives,  proposing  certain  inquiries  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury,  coming  up  for  consideration — 

Mr.  RIVES  said  he  would  submit  some  of  the 
reasons  for  offering  them  more  in  detail  than  he 
had  at  first  intended.  The  resolutions  have  special 
reference  to  certain  transactions  which  have  been 
lately  alleged  lo  have  taken  place  between  the  head 
of  the  Treasury  Department  and  the  president  of 
the  Bank  of  ihe  United  States.  For  some  time 
past,  notwithstanding  the  long  and  arduous  struggle 
between  the  Administration  and  this  institu- 
tion, rumors  have  been  prevalent  that  an  ar- 
rangement has  been  entered  into  by  *which  it  has 
practically  become  the  fiscal  agent  of  the  Govern- 
ment. Does  not  the  whole  country  recollect  that 
the  present  President  took  an  early  occasion,  soon 
after  the  Bank  had  received  its  charter  fit)m  the 
Legislature  of  Pennsylvania,  to  say  that  it  was  the 
same  in  character  and  effect  as  the  former  Bank? 
Did  not  the  honorable  Senator  from  Pennsylvania 
[Mr.  Bccranan]  assert  that  it  was  the  same  vast 
monopoly  that  had  convulsed  the  country — the 
same  ihiriy-five  millions  of  capital — the  same  pre- 
si'lent — the  same  directors — the  same  stockholderai? 
We  all  recollect  the  zeal  of  the  honorable  Senator 
from  South  Carolina,  [Mr.  Calhoun,]  who  has  ta- 
ken so  distinguished  a  part  in  supporting  the  fiscal 
Nche-mcs  of  ihe  present  Administration,  on  the  same 
SD^jeci.  The  honorable  Senator  from  Missouri, 
(Mr.  Bekton,]  in  referring  to  this  institution,  said 
that  ii  was  more  powerful  than  >  the  former  Bank, 
and  more  wicked  as  well  us  more  powerful.  Now, 
'akiiig^he  views  of  the  head  and  great  pillars  of 
t^'  Admiuistration  parly  into  consideration,  it  is 
^  iprJMnsr  thai  this  denounced  institution,  more 
xMrke* I  RfKl  I n.ore  powerful,  was  reinstated  in  all 
\i:>  fi5<'.<tl  Telaii.ns  with  the  Government.  Prom 
I. it'  p.cialf'iice  of  th^^e  reports,  at  the  assembling 
.  !  C'H{7  c«.  we  all  looked  to  the  report  of  the  Sc- 
c  '  ftf  r  .  f  ihf  Trea-suiy  lo  clear  up  these  subjects; 
. '.',  s  r,  m  th's  document,  on  this  matter,  there  ap- 
})Mr<d  to  be  a  premeditated  reserve  and  studied 
a uibiauiiy.  Con'/ress,  at  its  previous  session,  had 
autbonzrd  the  sale  of  two  q(  the  bonds  of  the 


United  Stales  Bii)\i  hold  by  IhcGovtrnment.  The 
Secretary  should  have  clearly  stated  lo  Congress 
the  manner  in  which  he  had  executed  the  special 
trust  confided  to  him;  but  it  was  with  the  utmost 
difficulty,  after  the  most  minute  scrutiny,  that  we 
can  find  a  few  lines  informing  us  that  the  Secreta- 
ry has  executed  ihis  in  accordanca  with  the  prori- 
sionsof  the  law. 

In  the  list  of  banks  denominated  special  deposi- 
tories of  the  Government,  we  are  told  that  special 
deposites  are  made  in  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  derived  from  debts  due  from  banks;  but 
from  what  banks  the  debts  are  due,  or  on  what 
conditions  ihQ  deposites  are  made,  the  Secretary  is 
wholly  silent.  He  thought  that  ambiguity  of  phra- 
seology had  been  designedly  used  to  conceal  this 
transaction.  The  public  have  lately  bad  a  letter 
from  the  president  of  the  Baok,  in  which  he  comes 
out  in  bold  language,  wiih  theairof  a  man  who  has 
achieved  a  triumph.  He  tells  us  that  arrangements 
have  been  entered  into,  by  which  the  Government 
has  been  brought  into  efficient  co  operation  with 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States!  that  the  more  dis- 
tant disbarsemenis  of  the  Government  had  been 
made  in  the  noies  of  the  Bank — these  rags,  this 
miserable  trash,  as  they  have  been  designated  by 
the  honorable  Senator  from  Missouri.  Now,  let 
us  confront  the  statements  of  the  two  high  con- 
tracting parties.  The  Secretary  does  not  tell  you 
to  whom  this  bond  was  sold:  the  president  of  the 
Bank  says  it  was  disposed  of  to  the  Bank,  and  paid 
for  by  the  credits  on  the  books  of  the  Bank--*a 
credit  to  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States  on  the 
books  of  the  Bank,  llie  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury says  it  l^  a  special  dep:  site  on  the  books  of 
the  Bank.  All  these  matters  require  explanation, 
and  the  Secretary  should  be  glad  I  have  given  him 
the  opporiunity. 

Was  this  a  mere  sale  of  bonds,  or  was  it  not  a 
scheme  to  reinstate  the  Bank  in  its  character  of  fis- 
cal agent  of  the  Government?  Was  not  the  sale  a 
mere  form  for  covering  the  transaction?  These  are 
questions  that  concern  the  honor  of  the  nation;  and 
1^  full  and  unequivocal  answer  is  expected.  The 
public  have  a  right  to  know  on  what  terms  the  co- 
alition between  the  Government  and  the  Bank  has 
taken  place — who  furnishes  the  auxiliaries,  and 
who  furnishes  the  subsidies;  whether  the  Bank  has 
abdicated  the  throne,  that  it  may  be  the  power  be- 
hind the  throne,  greater  than  the  throne  itself. 

Mr.  R.  gave  extract  from  the  Baltimore 
Chronicle,  and  other  Whig  papers,  to  prove  that  by 
an  insensible  process,  already  commenced,  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States  would,  without  the  con- 
currence of  Congress,  become  the  fiscal  agent  of 
the  Government.  Why,  sir,  this  would  be  a  Na- 
tional Bank,  and  a  National  Bank  in  iis  worst 
form— <ilosely  allied  with  the  Executive;  a  State 
institution,  irresponsible  to  Congress,  and  irrespon- 
sible to  the  people.  I  say,  sir,  if  ihis  insensible 
process,  already  commenced,  is  to  be  consumma- 
ted, it  will  form  that  vast  concentration  of  the  mo* 
neyed  power,  which  the  President,  in  his  late  Mes- 
sage, speak/i  of  with  &o  much  alarm.  If  this  insen- 
sible process  is  to  go  on,  if  this  coalition  between 
the  Government  and  the  Bank  is  to  be  completed, 
I  will  say — as  was  said  of  another  coalition  in 
another  country — in  the  name  of  my  country  I  for- 
bid the  bans. 

Notwithstanding  the  many  homilies  we  have  re- 
ceived on  the  necessity  of  severing  all  connection 
between  the  fiscal  affairs  of  the  Government  and 
the  banks,  the  President  and  Secretary  have  given 
the  most  unequivocal  proof,  by  their  example  and 
practice,  of  the  superiority  and  almost  indispensa- 
ble necessity  of  bank  agency  in  conducting  the  af- 
fsirs  of  the  Government.  And  the  connection  with 
banks  is  attempted  to  be  got  over  by  dubbing  sixteen 
banks  as  special  depositories.  What  are  these  special 
depositories?  Banks  employed  at  the  will  and  plea- 
sure of  the  Executive — making  them  solely  Execu- 
tive agents  and  Executive  instruments.  While 
the  Executive  is  prc^aching  against  the  system  of 
bank  agency,  it  is  rec(>mmeoded  thai  an  occasional 
use  may  be  made  of  them,  when  ii  is  deemed  con- 
venient and  proper.  Who  is  to  be  the  judgt?  of 
this  propriety?  Why  the  Execuiive:  their  hands 
must  not  be  fettered  by  the  legislation  of  Congress; 
they  mtt9t  employ  them  at  their  Qwn  will  and  jlea- 
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sure;  thus  making*  f^/i  immense  money  power 
subservient  to  Executive  views.  Ail  admit  that, 
with  the  experience  oii  (be  last  few  months,  banks 
are  infinitely  safer  agent*  than  sub-treaaarers;  bat 
the  Sub -Treasury  wiil  be  held  up  for  party  pur* 
poses,  and  perhaps  for  the  extension  of  Executive 
patronage  and  influence.  The  Administration 
means  to  employ  banks,  and  the  only  qoestion  is, 
whether  we  Will  have  their  employment  legalized, 
or  subject  them  entirely  to  Executive  discretion. 
The  time  has  come  when  every  patriot  should 
watch  with  deep  anxiety  and  solicitude  the  indica- 
tions of  Executive  policy.  If  this  moneyed  power 
is  to  be  subject  to  Executive  will,  it  will  destroy 
the  liberties  of  the  country,  and  make  Executive 
power  ascendant  over  every  thing.  He  would  al- 
so allude  to  the  unprecedented  and  unconstitution- 
al recommendation  of  the  President  to  appoint  a 
committee,  of  Congress  to  watch  his  snb-ireasu- 
rers,  and  report  the  defaulters  to  him  for  re- 
moval. He  hoped  he  would  not  live  to  see  this 
degradation  of  Congress  appointing  inquisitorial  . 
committees  to  watch  the  Execotive^  sub-treasu- 
rers. The  President  says  that  recent  events  have 
convinced  him  more  and  more  of  the  propriety  of 
bis  Sub-Treasury  system.  What  are  these  recent 
events?  The  defalcation  of  public  officers  for  im- 
mense sums,  and  flying  the  country.  Not  even  the 
shrine  of  the  national  honor  has  been  sacred  from 
this  humiliation:  1  mean  the  army.  The  ermine 
ot  the  law  has  been  stained  with  dishonor.  These 
defalcations  of  public  officers,  thongh  humiliating, 
are  providential  evils,  in  contributing  to  defeat  a  . 
system,  the  infliction  of  which  upon  the  oonatry  I 
deem  would  be  a  cune.  Cannot  we  devote  ome 
■ession  of  Congress  to  binding  up  the  wounds  of 
our  bleeding  country,  instead  of  wasting  the  time 
in  party  conflicts  and  trying  for  party  triumphs! 

Mr.  WRIGHT  rose  to  say  a  few  words  in  reply 
to  the  honoroble  gentleman  from  Virginia.    He 
did  not  rise  now  for  the  purpose  of  entering  into 
any  debate  on  the  question  of  the  Sub-Treasury, 
or  of  the  bank  deposites,  believing  that  any  arma- 
ment on   these  questions  would  now  be  om^of 
place.    He  hoped  and  believed,  notwithstanding 
the  Senator's  remarics,  that  he  was  to  be  permitted 
to  congratulate  himself  and  ihe  country  that  the 
Senator  had  at  last  become  aware  of  the  dangers 
and  mischiefs  arifing  from  a  conneciion  between 
the  Government  and  the  banks.    He  was  glad  to 
heair  the  Senator's  remarks,  so  fares  they  were  con- 
nected with  the  factSj  and  the  only  drawbadc  to  his 
pleasure  was  that  the  gentleman  had  not  waited 
for  facts  before  he  drew  his  Inferences.    Another 
remark  with  which  he  woukl  now  trouble  the  Se- 
nate.   He  well  remembered  at  the  extra  session, 
and  at  the  last  annual  session,  he  was  repeatedly 
told  by  several  members,  that  when  we  undertook 
to  talk  of  the  dangers  ot  this  Pennsylvania  Bank 
of  the  United  States,  we  were  attempting  to  raise 
a  phantom;  that  the  late  Bank  of  the  United  States 
was  dead  and  gone,  and  that  it  was  an  imposi- 
tion on  the  country  to  say  that  there  was  loag^* 
any  danger  from  that  quarter.    He  remembrnd 
that   observations   such    as    these  fell   frooi  the^ 
Senator  from  Virginia  himself,  and  he  was  hap- 
py to  find  that  the  gentleman  had  changed  fauba 
opinions.    He  never  was  himself  deluded  for  a 
moment  with  regard  to  that  institution;  the  opi* 
nioDS  that  he  now  entertained  of  it  were  the  same 
that  he  had  always  held.    The  Senator  then  woatd 
naturally  ask,  did  he  approve  of  this  contiectionl 
He  would  answer  that  he  did  not  know.    He  was 
exceediDTgly  glad  that  the  Senator  had  offered  his 
refioluiion  of  inquiry,  and  wished  the  Senate  and 
country  to  be  put  in  possession  of  the  information 
it  called  for.    When  that  information  came,  he 
would  be  able  to  form  a  correct  opinion  on  the 
subject.    He  had  heard  that,  under  the  legislatiton 
of  the  last  winter,  the  Secretary  had  sold  one  of 
the  bonds  given  by  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  to 
the  Bank  itself.     He  presumed,  ihtirefore,  that  the 
conneciion,  as  he  had  heard  ^^  T^po»^»  g^^w  exclu- 
sively oui  of  that  transa#s.;o^'   ^^  ^^w  conneciion 
had  gone  further,  it  ^^^  wf*^  ^^^^^^^  ^^  ^''^^^- 
ledge,jand  should  be  Wu\  ^  ^  \^'^^\v\«o\)ation.    He 
did  not  undertake  to  ^J^^\|t  av^^V\«o^«A  of  ihc 
manner  i«v  wh^ch  W^J^^   Xa%  ^^^  ^^>«t<;TTed,  but 
he  bad  Vvtavdihaxiio     V^^^A  ^««va\^t.bDn4 
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vs  to  le  foand.    He  had    heard  that    means 
were  fonnd  wanting:  lo  pay  the  public  debt,  and 
for  ifafs  purpose,  ihe  sale  was  made  in  the  manner 
it  had  been.    So  far  he  was  willing  to  rest  until  the 
AKfetaryeave  them  the  facts;  and  he  should  have 
been  mndi  better  pleased  if  the  Senator  from  Vir- 
ginia had  permitted  ihe  call  to  be  answered,  and 
Uie  facts  to  be  laid  twfore  them,  before  he  drew  his 
inferraces.     He  wis  not  so  much  surprised  at  that 
eooise  of  the  Senator,  as  at  the  next  step  he  took; 
and  what  was  ihat?    Why,  ii  was  lo  interpret  to  the 
Staate  and  the  country,  not  only  the  cause  of  ac* 
tioB,  bat  the  views  and  opinions  of  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  and  the  SecieUry  of  Ihe  Treasu- 
ry, togeiher  with  the  policy  of  the  Government, 
from  the  letter  of  Nicholas  Biddle,  who  has  not 
hitherto  been  the  authority  from  which  the  action 
of  these  eentlemen  has  been  -accustomed  to   be 
judged.    It  might  hare  become  authority  with  the 
gentleman  now;  but,  if  it  bad,  ihe  gentleman  had 
informatioa   which  he  [Mr.  W.J  did  not  possess. 
Bet,  in  the  heat  of  remark,  the  letter  referred  to 
wai  not  enongh,  and  the  comments  of  the  Opposi- 
tion newspapers  was  made  the  aathority  for  t6e 
opinions  and  policy  of  the  Administration,  by  the 
honorable  Senator  from  Virginia.    He  weuld  only 
obienre  that,  when  the  acts  and  opinions  of  the  Ad- 
ministniiion  are  to  be  judged  of  by  him,  it  should 
sot  be  from  the  comments  of  the  Baltimore  Chroni- 
cle. 

It  did  ssem  to  him  that  the  natural  morse  woatd 
hare  been  to  have  let  these  inquirit^  |;'.  to  ihe  Se- 
cretary, and  to  have  received  his  answer  before 
eomi^|4o  any  conclusion  with  regard  to  facts  yet 
tobeftown.  If  the  facts  which  shall  be  given  by 
the  Secretary  should  prove  unsatisfactory,  there 
will  be  abundant  opportunity  for  the  Senate  to  ex- 
press its  disapproval;  and  they  should  dc  this  from 
tiie  facts  before  them,  and  not  from  such  sources 
as  the  letter  of  Nicholas  Biddle,  and  the  commenis 
of  Opposition  newspapers.  In  the  conrse  of  his 
remarks,  the  Senator  thought  proper  to  refer  lo 
ibai  portion  of  the  Message  of  the  President  in 
which  he  recommended  the  appointment  of  a  com- 
mittee of  Congress  to  examine  into  the  conduct  of 
the  disborsing  agents  of  the  Government.  He  had 
not  the  message  before  him;  but  if  he  recollected  its 
language,  he  would  submit  to  the  Senator  whether 
the  part  he  referred  to  was  not  to  this  effect:  "That 
this  committee  should  report  to  the.  President,  in 
case  defalcations  should  be  found  to  exist,  to  the 
end  solely  that  the  defaaliing  officer  might  be 
promptly  removed;  and  (hat  they  should,  in  any 
event,  report  to  Congress,  that  it  might  apply  such 
legislatioa  as  it  thought  proper.^  W&i  not  this 
the  sum  and  substance  of  that  portion  of  the  Pre- 
sidents message? 
Here  Mr.  RIVES  answered  in  the  affirmative. 
Mr.  WRIGHT  continued.  Yes  it  was— and 
was  it  a  candid  exposition  to  the  Senate  and  to  the 
country,  that  the  Senator  from  Virginia  gave  of  the 
Piesideni^  recommendation.  He  would  ask  if  it 
woaM  not  have  been  but  justice,  both  to  the 
doeamentand  to  the  officer,  to  have  given  the  pur- 
port for  which  the  reeommcndation  by  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  appointment  of  a  committee  of  Con- 
gress was  made;  and  would  it  not  have  been  but 
jnst  to  have  stated  the  further  fact  thnt  a 
final  report  was  to  be  made  to  Congtesi>7  It 
seemed  so  to  him,  and  with  that  remark,  he 
wooU  let  Ihe  matter  reyt.  One  single  ob- 
servation more,  and'  he  was  done.  Had  some 
of  the  remarlcs  of  the  honorable  Senator,  un- 
der the  cnrcnmsiaRces,  have  come  from  one  of  the 
gemleinen  on  the  other  side  of  the  House,  it  would 
not  have  surprised  him.  Soch  liberties  were  often 
taken  by  poluicai  opponents  in  all  parliamentary 
bodies,  and  it  was  not  always  that  gentlemen  in 
the  opposition  felt  bound  to  give  alt  the  facts,  for 
ibe  parpose  of  basing  their  remarks.  But  such 
remarla,  coniing  from  one  standing  in  the  relation  of 
the  honorable  Senator,  he  could  not  but  regret.  He 
xemembered  that  during  the  recess,  some  one,  de- 
scribing the  position  of  this  honorable  Senator, 
spoke  of  him  as  maintaining  an  armed  neutrality, 
standing  between  the  two  great  contending  parties 
tn  ihivs  country.  Now  he  was  compelled  to  admit 
that  if  the  gentleman ^t  position  was  that  of  an 
armed  neutrality,  that  position  bad  not  precisely 


been  understood  by  him.  If  it  meant  hostility  to 
both  the  great  belligerents,  that  definition  was  not 
the  one  he  had  given  to  it,  and  he  should  hereafter 
be  compelled  to  understand  it  in  a  different  light 
from  that  in  which  he  now  did. 

Mr.  RIVES  begged  leave  to  say  a  few  words  in 
reply.  He  would  as  soon  have  believed  that  the 
sun  would  have  fallen  from  the  firmament  as  that 
the  President  would  have  restored  the  connection 
betreea  the  Bank  and  the  Government.  This  Go- 
vernment has  altered  its  relations  with  the  Bank 
since  the  last  session,  and  am  I  to  be  reproached 
with  ray  confidence  in  it?  The  honorable  Senator 
from  New  York  [Mr.  Wright]  expresses  his  sur- 

rrise  that,  standing  as  I  do,  holding  the  relations 
do  to  the  President,  I  should  have  taken  the  course 
I  have  on  tliis  subject.  That  gentleman,  perhaps, 
knows  those  relations  better  than  I  do.  But  the 
geatlMnan  mistakes  me,  if  he  thinks  that  anjr  inti- 
mationsof  the  displeasure  of  the  Executive  shall  ter- 
rify me  from  denouncing  that  course  against  which  I 
warned  him.  I  owe  no  responsibility  to  the  Presi- 
dent for  words  I  utter  here.  I  am  responsible,  and 
responsible  alone,  to^  that  old  and  uo terrified  Com- 
monwealth which  1  have  the  honor  in  part  to  re- 
present in  this  body.  The  gentleman  has  been 
pleased  to  allude  to  (he  armed  neutrality.  Could 
there  be  a  better  exemplifi^iion  of  it  than  my 
conrse  here  to-day?  I  have  been  fighting  against 
the  Sob-Treasury  and  against  the  BanJi.  I  am 
still  fighting  against  them,  but  with  this  advantage 
over  my  farmer  position,  that  then  they  assailed 
me  [upon  either  hand;  now  they  both  approach 
me  from  the  same  side.  He  would  still  defend  him- 
self, let  ihe  attack  come  from  what  quarter  it  may. 
He  was  an  armed  neutral,  and  no  vassal,  and  he 
begged  the  gentleman  from  New  York  to  notice  it. 

Mr.  WRIGHT,  after  a  few  observations  not 
distinctly  heard,  said  Chat  his  only  purpose  in  rising 
was  to  refer  to  a  single  idea  thrown  out  by  the  Se- 
nator from  Virginia  in  the  course  of  his  renuLrka, 
and  that  was  that  his  (Mr.  W*s)  remarks  were 
threatening  the  Senator  with  Executive  power.  In 
reference  to  that  he  must,  of  course,  be  judged  by 
the  Senate  and  audience.  It  might  not  be  safe  for 
him  to  judge  himself.  He  could  only  say  that  no- 
thing was  farther  from  his  intention  than  to  have 
given  utterance  to  any  idea  of  the  kind.  He  could 
not  believe  that  any  expression  of  his  was  possibly 
susceptible  of  any  such  construction.  He  had 
spoken  of  the  Seiiator^s  remarks  as  having  disap- 
pointed him,  standing  in  the  relation  he  did  to  the 
Presidenu  He  spoke  in  no  tone  of  censure,  and 
the  Senator  must  be  aware  that  he  knew  that  the 
President  had  no  power  over  him  as  a  Senator 
from  the  proud  Comihonwealih  of  Virginia,  and 
that  it  would  have  been  both  vain  and  foolish  in 
him  to  ntier  such  a  thought.  He  could  not  believe 
it  possible  that  any  such  construction  could  be  put 
on  any  thing  that  had  fallen  from  him,  and  he  rose 
for  the  purpose  of  saying  that  no  such  thing  was 
intended.  He  did  not  intend  to  be  (lersonally  un- 
kind lo  him,  and  did  not  believe  that  his  remarks 
could  be  so  construed.  He  had  nothing  further  to 
say  than  that,  if  the  concluding  remark  of  the  Se- 
nator was  Intended  to  apply  to  him,  he  repelled  and 
spurned  it. 

Mr.  RIVES  asked  what  concluding  remark  the> 
gentleman  referred  to? 

Mr.  WRIGHT.  The  gentleman,  on  concluding, 
said  *Hhat  he  was  no  vassal  of  the  President,  and 
be  begged  the  gentleman  from  New  York  to  re- 
member it." 

Mr.  RIVES  said  a  few  words  in  reply,  which 
were  not  heard  distinctly. 

Mr.  NILES  remarked  that  the  war,  among  nm- 
trahf  had  become  so  warm,  at  least  on  one  side, 
that  it  might  be  dangerous  for  him,  being  a  quiet, 
peaceable  man,  to  mlerfere,  even  for  the  purpose 
of  moderating  the  fierceness  of  the  conflict.  He  cer- 
tainly felt  obliged  to  the  Senator  from  Virginia 
[Mr.  Rtvzs]  for  introdncing  these  resolution*;  he 
desired,  as  much  as  the  Senator,  a  full  investiga- 
tion of  the  conduct  of  the  officers  of  the  Treasury 
in  the  management  of  the  finances.  The  inquiries 
were  all  very  proper,  at  any  rate,  he,  had  no  objec- 
tior\  to  any  of  them,  or  any  others  which  ihe  Sena- 
tor may  choose  to  make.  If  there  has  been  any 
illegal  or  improper  connection  between  the  Treasu- ' 


ry  and  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  or  any  other 
banks,  he  would  be  one  of  the  las»  to  justify  it.  He 
would  not,  howcTer,  imitate  the  Senator's  example 
of  condemning  the  Secretary  first,  and  then  inquire 
into  his  conduct.  This  was  not  in  accerdance  with 
his  notions  of  justice  and  propriety,  although,  per- 
haps, it  may  be  with  those  of  this  new  school  of 
politiciansi  belonging  to  the  **armed  neutrality." 

Mr.  N.  said  he  should  vote  for  the  re$olutioii<«, 
and  could  assure  the  honorable  Senator  that  he 
would  have  vcted  for  them  without  the  eloquent 
and  very  temperate  speech  by  which  they  had  been 
sustained.  He  thought  well  of  the  resoluiions,  and 
would  UMt  stop  to  inquire  what  the  motives  or  ob- 
ject of  the  mover  might  be;  it  was  to  be  presumed 
that  they  were  purely  patriotic,  and  having  refe- 
rence solely  to  the  public  interest.  And  he  was 
sorry  he  could  not  say  as  much  of  the  Senator's 
speech;  but  it  did  appear  to  him  that  that  was  not 
exactly  in  the  right  tone;  ii  was  a  little  too  warm 
for  a  neutral,  and  especially  as  the  occasion  seems 
to  have  been  sought  by  the  Senator. 

The  substance  of  it  also  appeared  to  him  to  be 
somewhat  objectionable.  Resolutions  are  offered 
proposing  certain  inquiries  touching  the  conduct  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and  on  the  conside- 
ration of  these  resolntioiis,  the  Senator  makes  a 
speechfuUof  crimination,  condemning  the  Secre* 
tary  for  the  very  act  about  which  the  resolution 
asks  for  information*  It  seemed  to  him  that  it 
would  have  been  quite  as  candid  and  fair  to  have 
obtained  the  information  first,  and  then  to  have  pre- 
dicated the  aocnsatioiis  upon  it. 

But  what  hare  we  witnessed?  A  resoluticn  of  in- 
quiry ia  inlrodoced,  which  is  immediately  changed 
into  a  hill  of  indictment  against  the  Administra- 
tion and  all  its  supporters.  And  what  is  the  proof 
by  which  the  charges  preferred  in  this  bill  of  in- 
dictment are  attempted  to  be  sustained?  Why,  it 
is  the  declarations  and  accusations  of  the  avowt^t 
and  sworn  enemies  of  the  Administration;  the  state- 
ments and  chaiges  of  the  most  reckless  and  de- 
praved of  the  Opposition  presses,  whose  vocation  it 
is  to  falsify  and  misrepresent  every  act  and  mea- 
sure of  the  Government,  right  or  wrong.  And  first 
and  foreioost  of  this  formidable  array  of  witnesses, 
is  introduced  a  very  important  person,  who  has 
acted  a  conspicuous  part  in  the  seven  years*  war, 
to  which  the  Senator  has  alluded.  This  is  no  less 
a  personage  than  Nicholas  Biddle,  one  of  the  belli- 
gerent parties  (o  this  very  war.  Well,  what  does 
this  witness  say  in  support  of  the  gentleman's  bill 
of  indictmenil  Why  he  says  that  the  war  between 
the  Government  and  the  Bank  has  ceased;  that 

Coe,  or  at  least  a  truce,  ha^  taken  place;  that  he 
had  a  negotiation  with  the  Government,  and 
pirrchased  in  his  bonds;  and  that  the  Gk>verninent 
has  treated  him  rery  fairly  and  honorably. 

Now,  sir,  (said  Mr.  N.)  altnough  I  have 
no  fault  to  find  with  this  testimony,  yet,  as 
the  Senator  ,boasted  that  this  witness  stood  so 
high  in  reputation  that  he  could  not  be  im- 
peached, he  was  disposed  to  offer  a  witness  stand- 
ing equally  high  to  impeach  him-  The  witness 
he  had  to  offer  was  this  same  Nicholas  Biddle, 
who  in  his  celebrated  manifesto,  issued  on  the  fifth 
of  Apiil  last,  gave  his  Jestimony  regardmg  this 
war.  He  said  that  it  was  a  war  carried  on  by  the 
Government,  against  the  * 'credit  system;"  that  both 
parties  wei^e  in  the  field  face  to  face;  that  it  was  a 
lile  and  death  struggle,  a  war  of  extermination,  in 
which  there  could  be  no  compromise  or  accommo- 
dation, but  that  one  or  the  other  must  fall.  Now, 
according  to  this  witness  last  April,  there  oan  have 
been  uo  peace  or  truce  between  the  Government 
and  the  Bank,  much  less  an  alliance  offensive  and 
defensive  as  the  Senator  intimates.  It'  the  asset- 
tions  of  Mr.  Biddle,  at  one  time,  are  in  direct  con- 
tradiction to  his  statements  at  another,  according 
to  the  rules  of  testimony,  he  was  a  dii^credited  wit- 
ness, and  his  testimony  must  go  for  nothing. 

Of  the  other  witness,  on  which  ihe  Senator  has 
relied  to  support  his  charges  against  th  i  Adminis- 
tration, consisting  of  the  Baltimore  Chronicle  and 
other  Opposition  pres.ses,  he  was  not  disposed  to 
speak.  If  the  Senator  looks  to  such,  son rces  fur 
correct  information  coDcemiiig  the  acts  of  the  Exe- 
cutive officers,  he  was  not  disposed  to  follaw  him 
into  that  field.    How  long  the  Senator  had  been  ia 
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the  babit  of  judging  of  the  measures  of  the  Adminr 
isiratioD,  from  information  derived*  from  such 
sources,  Mr.  N.  could  not  say;  but  he  believed  the 
time  was  not  distant,  when  the  Senator  had  as  lit« 
tier  confidence  in  the  staiementsof  these  hontH  Bank 
or:?au?,  as  he  had  himself. 

This,  Mr.  President,  is  the  testimony  on  which 
such  serious  charges  are  made  against  the  Admi- 
nistration, and  sustained  with  so  much  correctness 
and  warmth.  And  not  only  have  the  past  acts  of 
the  Executive  and  Secretary  been  condemned  on 
intelligence  derived  from  such  sources;  but  the  fu- 
ture and  intended  measures  of  the  Administration 
are  ascertained  from  the  same  hone&t  channels  of 
inlormation.  Looking  at  the  Adminihtraiion 
through  such  a  medium,  both  td  discover  what  it 
has  done  and  wLyit  it  intends  to  do,  who  can  doubt 
that  ihe  Senator  will  form  a  most  candid  and  im- 
pariial  judgment  of  its  measures  and  purposes? 

Mr.  N.  said  he  did  not  propose  to  go  into  ihe 
various  mailers  which  had  been  introduced  into 
this  debate,  or  to  notice  the  numerous  charges  and 
insinuations  against  the  Administration  which  had 
been  thrown  out. 

His  principal  object  was  to  call  attention  to  se- 
veral positions  which  had  been  assumed.  The  first 
and  most  im|fortant,  was  the  declamtion  that  the 
sertu  years'  war  was  at  an  end.  That  the  Qovern- 
ment  had  not  only  given  up  the  contest,  but  had 
been  obliged  to  succumb  to  the  Bank,  and  had 
made  a  dishouorable  peace,  and  even  entered  in- 
to an  alliance  <lefensive  and  oflTen^ire  with  the 
Bank.  He,  Mr.  N.  congratulated  the  Senate  and 
the  country  on  this  highly  important  fact,  about 
which  he  supposed  there  could  now  be  no 
doubt.  It  was  announced  the  other  day  by  Mr. 
Biddle  himself;  but  coming  in  rather  a  ques- 
tionable shape,  and,  connected  with  other  mar- 
vellous statements  of  the  doings  of  the  Bank,  many 
doubted  it.  It  is  now,  however,  confirmed  by  the 
honorable  Senator  fmm  Virginia;  and  by  the 
mouth  of  two  witnesMs  every  fact  shall  be  esta- 
blished. Surely,  sir,  it  should  be  a  subject  of  gene- 
ral rejoicing  that  this  long  controversy  is  closed; 
that  this  seven  years'  war  is  terminated;  that  peace 
again  reigns  in  our  borders.  For  several  years 
past,  and  particularly  during  th<  extra  and  the  last 
session  of  Congress,  we  heard  little  else  fron  the 
other  <«ide  of  this  hall,  whether  from  the  large  or 
«maU  division  of  the  Opposition,  but  war  speeches 
and  panic  speeches.  The  war  of  the  Government 
upon  the  banks  was  held  op  to  the  country  as  the 
most  alarming  state  of  things;  as  having  ticcasioned 
the  prostration  of  credit,  the  derangement  of  the 
currency,  the  suspension  of  the  banks,  the  ruin  of 
commerce  and  the  entire  business  of  the  country. 
Even  our  civil  institutions,  and  the  liberties  of  the 
country,  were  to  be  overthrown  by  this  cruel  and 
relentle^  war  which  the  Government  was  waging 
against  the  banks.  The  most  eloquent  appeals 
were  made  to  the  people,  to  arouse  from  their 
lethargy,  and  interpose  th^ir  mighty  arm  be- 
fore it  was  too  late  and  save  their  dearest  interests 
from  destruction.  The  interest  of  the  banks  was 
the  interest  of  the  people;  and  a  war  upon  the 
banks  was  a  war  upon  the  people — a  war  which  sdf- 
fected  every  class  and  every  intfereat,  the  rich  and 
the  poor,  the  high  and  the  low,  the  capitalist  and 
the  laborer,  all  were  sufifering,  languishing  under 
the  effects  of  this  ruinous  and  destructive  war  upon 
the  banks  and  the  credit  system. 

This  is  the  language,  sir,  which  but  a  few  months 
since  was  almost  daily  heard  within  these  walls. 
Hostility  to  the  banks  and  the  credit  system  wAs 
the  great  and  besetting  sin  of  the  Administration, 
which  swallowed  up  all  others.  But  what  do  we 
hear  now  from  the  same  quartet^  Why,  sir,  ^1 
it  be  beKgeved  when  it  goes  forth  to  the  country, 
that  a  Senator  who  was  most  zealous  and  constant 
in  declaiming  and  repeating  the  charges  of  hostili- 
ty to  the  banks,  is  now  the  first  to  arraign  and  con- 
demn, unheard,  the  same  Administration  for  hav- 
ing terminated  a  war  which  was  deaioed  to  be  so 
destructive  to  the  best  interests  of  the  country— of 
having  succumbed  to  the  monster,  and  made  a  dis- 
honarable  peace,  and  formed  a  dangerous  alliance 
with  him? 

What,  sir,  are  we  to  think  of  this?  Were  gentle- 
men ainotre?    Did  they  naUy  believe  in  iha  netnal 


existence  of  a  war,  prosecuted  by  the  Government 
against  the  banks  and  its  ruinous  consequences, 
which  filled  them  with  such  fearful  apprehensions, 
or  were  they  attempting  to  hold  up  this  bugbear  to 
frighten  the  people,  to  alarm  their  imaginations,  to 
exasperate  their  feelings,  the  more  efiectually  to 
enlist  them  in  the  only  war  which  had  any  real  ex- 
istence in  fact— a  war  by  the  politicians,  aided  by 
the  banks,  upon  the  Administration  and  a  majority 
of  the  people  who  sustained  it. 

Surely,  sir,  if  the  gentlemen  believed  in  the  ex- 
istence of  the  Bank  war,  of  which  they  have  had  so 
much  to  say,  and  the  evils  of  which  they  have  por- 
trayed in  such  glowing  colors,  they  should  be  the 
first  fo  rejoice  at  the  return  of  peace— at  a  restora- 
tion of  a  good  understanding  between  the  Govern- 
ment and  the  banks. 

These  gentlemen  of  the  armed  neutrality  appear 
to  be  very  difficult  to  please.  During  the  last  two 
sessions,  the  whole  burden  of  their  complaints  was 
the  hostility  of  the  Administration  to  the  banks; 
and  now  they  arraign  the  same  Administration, 
pursuing  the  same  general  policy,  for  being  too 
friendly  to  the  banks,  and  for  forming  an  alliance 
with  Mr.  Biddle^  Bank.  But  whether  these  neu- 
trality politicians  are  pleased  with  this  new  aspect 
of  things  or  not,  it  must  be  gratifying  to  all  who 
have  confided  in  their  speeches  and  declarations 
heretofore,  to  learn  that  this  great  source  of  danger 
and  mischief  to  all  their  interests — the  Bank  war — 
is  at  an  end. 

Mr.  N.  said  there  was  another  point  which 
seemed  to  be  conceded  in  this  debate,  which  he 
also  thought  a  subject  of  ju5t  congratulation.  It 
was,  that  the  danger  of  a  Treasury  bank,  which 
was  so  alarming  at  the  last  session,  had  entirely 
disappeared.  The  country  had  escaped  that  awful 
peril.  We  were  then  told  that  that  "execrable 
measure,"  the  Independent  Treasury,  would  result 
in  a  Treasury  bank,  springing  from  the  revenues 
of  the  Gtovemmeat  and  the  drafts  and  transfers  of 
the  Treasurer.  The  Sub-Treasury  plan  has  been 
in  practical  operation  during  the  past  year,  and 
does  not  appear  to  have  resulted  in  a  Treasury 
Bank.  Instead  of  that,  we  are  now  told  of  an  al- 
liance between  the  Treasury  and  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States. 

There  was  another  subject  of  congratulation, 
which,  if  not  conceded  in  the  debate,  was,  he 
thought,  fully  established  by  what  we  have  wit- 
nessed on  this  occasion.  He  alluded  to  the  ''half- 
way house."  That  was  gone,  demolished,  and 
swept  away  with  the  Bank  war  and  the  Treasury 
bank.  Sir,  it  is  gone:  not  a  vestige  of  it  remains; 
and  its  tenants  made^a  timely  retreat  from  it  before 
its  fall,  and  passed* on  to  the  end  of  the  road  in 
which  they  had  started;  and  have  now  arrived  at 
Ihe  marble  palace,  where  they  were,  no  doubt, 
kindly  received  by  the  old  occupants,  with  the 
friendly  salutation:  <*Gr^tlemen,  we  are  happy  to 
see  yon;  will  you  please  be  seated,  and  make  your- 
selves at  home." 

These  changes  were  all  important;  he  rejoiced 
at  them,  and  did  not  doubt  that  the  country  would 
rejoice.  We  have  got  clear  of  the  Bank  war,  of 
the  imminent  danger  of  a  Treasury  bank,  and  of 
the  half-way  house,  which  was  an  obstocle  on  all 
sides;  the  coast  now  seemed  to  be  pretty  much 
clear.  We  have,  however,  it  seems,  an  armed 
neulrahiy,  a  lielligcrent  peace  party,  or  neutrals 
who  co-operate  with  one  of  the  belligerents.  Of  the 
"  armed  neutrality,"  of  which  the  Senator  from 
Virginia  seems  to  admit  himself  the  head,  he  would 
say  nothing,  as  he  did  not  perhaps  understand  its 
true  character.  But  he  knew  something  of  neuiral 
politicians,  whether  armed  or  unarmed,  he  had 
watched  the  course  of  them  for  thirty  years,  and 
from  the  days.of  Aaron  Burr  to  the  present  time, 
they  had  always  been  the  same.  The  history  of 
one  was  the  history  of  all.  He  knew  well 
what  their  neutrality  was  in  its  first,  second,  and 
third  state.  All  deserters  from  the  Democratic 
party,. at  first  assume  the  character  of  neutrals,  or 
no-party  men;  and  whilst  in  this  transition  state, 
which  was  sometimes  a  longer  and  sometimes  a 
shorter  period,  they  carry  on  a  war  against  their 
old  friends  an.l  old  principles,  under  their  old  flag. 
This,  sir,  has  been  the  course  of  neutral  and  no- 
ptrty  politiciB  na  in  this  coonury.  Whilst  maintain- 


ing the  character  ^f  armed  neutrals,  they  fight 
under  a  piratical  ^^g;  and  at  the  end  of  six  months 
or  one  year,  they  throw  to  the  winds  the  Deme- 
cratic  banner,  and  take  their  station  in  the  ranks  of 
their  former  enemies;  when  often  having,  for  some 
brief  months,  declaimed  eloquirntly  against  party 
and  party  spirit,  they  become  the  most  intolerant, 
malignant,  and  persecuting patisans  the  country  has 
ever  witnessed.  For  the  truth  of  this  statement, 
he  appealed  to  the  political  history  of  the  country; 
he  appealed  to  existing  facts.  Look  round  these 
halls,  look  into  the  State  Legislatures,  cast  your 
eye  over  the  whole  country  ;  take  a  view  of  re- 
cent alarming  scenes  which  are  now  acting  in  one 
of  the  great  States  of  this  Union,  and  then  say 
who  are  the  most  violent, unscrupulous,  and  reckless 
political  partisans  in  the  country ;  who  push  selfidh 
party  measures  to^  the  greatest  extremes,  breaking 
over  the  barriers  of  the  Constitution  and  laws^and 
trampling  right  and  justice  under  their  feet.  It 
will  be  found,  sir,  in  almost  every  instance,  that 
the  bold,  daring,  and  reckless  politicians,  are  de- 
serters from  the  popular  cause,  and  at  some  short 
period,  have  declaimed  eloquently  against  tha 
abuses  of  party.  Mr.  N.  said  he  spoke  of  general 
principles,  but  made  no  application  of  them ;  he 
passed  no  judgment  upon  the  motives  and  purposes 
of  any  one ;  he  presumed  all  here  to  be  acloated 
by  high  and  honorable  motives. 

The  Senator  from  Virginia  concluded  with  an 
eloquent  appeal  to  the  friends  of  the  Administration 
to  throw  aside  their  grovelling,  selfish,  party  pur- 
poses, to  break  asunder  the  trammels  of  party,  and 
elevate  their  views  to  the  great  interests  of  their  coun- 
try. This  appeal,  sir,under  other  circumstance8,migbt 
have  been  commendable;  it  might  have  been  wonhy 
of  the  Senator,  and  honorable  to  the  noble  Common- 
wealth he  represent!}.  But  under  what  circumstances 
was  it  made?  It  was  the  conclusion  of  a  speech  un- 
called for  by  the  occasion,  intemperate  in  its  tone, 
and  throughout  characterized  by  unfounded  and 
unsupported  charges  and  criminations  against  die 
Administration  and  all  its  supporters. 

If  a  professed  friend,  said  Mr.  N.  should  meet 
me  in  the  street,  and  after  abusing  me  with  hard 
words,  beat  me  over  the  head  with  his  cane,  and 
then  say  to  me,  "Sir,  let  us  now  be  friends ;  these 
strifes  and  contentions  not  only  render  us  unhappy, 
but  they  are  annoying  to  the  whole  community;  let 
us  elevate  our  feelings  above  these  low  and  base 
passions."  Ih  such  a  case,  I  should  be  a  little  in- 
clined to  doubt  the  sincerity  of  the  eloquent  appeal 
made  to  my  more  elevated  feelings. 

Who  has  betrayed  any  warmth  of  party  feeling 
in  this  debate,  or  during  the  present  session,  unless 
it  be  the  Senator  himsell  ? 

He  speaks  of  the  high  and  exalted  considerations 
by  which  he  is  actuated,  rismg  above  the  mists  of 
party,  and  looking  only  to  the  great  interests  of  the 
country.  Of  tke  Senator^s  motives,  aims  and  pur- 
poses, he  had  nothing  to  say;  but  he  wished  the 
gentleman  to  under^^iand,  that  however  pure,  disin- 
terested, or  elevated  they  may  be,  they  are  not 
more  so  than  those  of  the  Senators  to  whom  he  ad- 
dressed his  appeal. 

We  are  called  on  to  abandon  the  ruinoas  Sah- 
Treasnry  scheme,  and  are  told  that  it  has  been 
condemned  by  the  country.  Is  the  Senator  quite 
sure  he  is  not  mistaken?  Occupying  the  po.sition 
he  does,  at  the  head  of  an  armed  neutrality,  he  majr 
not  have  been  the  most  impartial  observer  of 
passing  events.  Sir,  a  greater  mistake  was  never 
made.  No  impartial  observer  can  have  mistaken 
the  elections  of  the  past  year.  They  have  spoken 
a  language  which  cannot  well  be  misunderstood. 
The  financial  question  has  been  before  the  country; 
it  has  been  discussed,  examincrd,  and  is  becomiDg 
understood.  The  people  have  looked  at  it,  not  in 
its  details,  but  at  the  great  principle  of  the  entire 
ais'.uuLi«i..i.:n  o**  the  finances  of  the  Government 
frorxi  ihoae  of  tht. '  ii».\A,  -.. '  ^  desire  to  use  tha  pub- 
lic money  for  their  u«%n  dc  ni,  and  they  are  satis- 
fied that  it  is  found^cl  m  r:  it  and  justice.  That 
is  enc ugh  for  them:  ii.cy  .,iMi  to  look  no  further. 
Whether  it  •^■"l  i!!j«-c  lu*  bai.ks  or  not,  is  of  no 
consequence  wiih  them;  If  satisfied  the  measure  is 
right  and  just,  Ibey  desire  to  see  it  carried  out. 
The  mass  of  the  pe.^nl;  are  honest,  and  they  love 
justice  above  ail  tnings.    The  only  difiknlty  has 
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btm  that  the  tabjecC  wu  not  sotfieientlj  under- 
stood.  That  dificalty  is  pitting  away.  The  peo- 
ple M>v  anderstand  this  question;  they  have  era* 
wacd  it  and  decided  upon  it.  It  is  no  longer 
in  the  power  of  all  the  combined  talents  in  these 
haUs,  howeTer  great,  to  mysUfy  the  snhject  or  hood- 
wink the  people.  They  have  considered  it  welU 
aad  the  elections  have  announced  their  verdict; 
theix  vcice  has  been  heard  from  the  monntains  to 
the  valleys,  and  from  the  lakes  to  the  Atlantic. 
Ii  is  the  voice,  of  approbation.  If  this  question  could 
this  day  be  fairly  submitted  to  the  direct  action  of 
the  people,  at  least  two-thirdroC  the  electors  in  the 
Uniled  States  would  he  found  in  its  favor.  And  yet 
we  are  called  on  to  abandon  the  measure,  on  the 
gioond  that  it  has  been  condemned  by  the  people, 
aad  told  that  it  is  a  mere  party  measure.  To  aban- 
don it,  sir,  woaki  be  to  betray  our  trusts,  to  betray 
the  people,  to  disregard  their  known  will,  to  tram- 
ple upon  their  riphis.  Yet  this  is  the  way  the  Sen- 
atormvokes  us  to  elevate  our  minds  above  the  low, 
selfish  and  grovelling  purposes  of  party. 

Mr.  N.  said  he  forbore  to  notice  various  other 
mattefs  touched  upon  by  the  Senator,  as  his  princi- 
pal object  in  rising  was,  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
fienate  and  the  country  to  the  nno  portions  which 
aie  assamed.  Sir,  the  alarming  eviU  which  have 
so  long  tiireatened  the  ruin  of  the  country,  have 
saddenly  disappeared,  and  that  wiihont  any  change 
of  policy  CD  the  part  of  the  Adoiinisiration;  for  to 
regaid  the  negotiation  of  a  bond  to  tH-  nank  of  the 
United  States,  as  constituting  a  change,  would  be 
trifling  Jwith  the  subject.  The  Bank  war,  which 
had  so  long  afflicted  the  country,  bringing  so  many 
evils  in  iu  train,  is  at  last  terminated.  The  day  of 
panics  is  gone,  and  we  may  now  expect  qniet^and 
pracperit^  ThcSub-Trea^ury  bill  is  in  practical 
operation,  and  we  h«ive  escaped  that  great  and 
alarming  peril,  a  Treasury  bAnk.  We  have  also 
got  rid  of  the  half-way  house,  and  nothing  now  re- 
mains bat  the  armed  oeatrality,  and  that  everpitifol 
Uieme  of  declamation,  Executive  influence.  That 
sir,  still  remains,  and  will  remain  as  long  as  this 
Goyemment endures.  It  has  been,  now  is,  and  will 
continue  to  be,  a  subject  aboni  which  many  great, 
good  aad  just  men  will  entertain  apprehensions  of 
danger  to  our  institations;  and  they  will  eloquenlly 
and  earnestly  warn  the  people  against  this  danger. 
In  his  opinion,  this  was  not  the  weak  point  in  our 
puliticai  fortresi;  it  was  not  ihe  niace  where  the 
first  breach  would  be  made.  But  whilst  many 
honest  and  good  men  will  -  point  to  this  source  of 
danger,  and  raise  their  warning  voices  against  the 
iaeiease  of  Executive  power,  there  will  at  all  times  be 
Uker  men,  who  will  declaim  eloquently  and  earnest- 
ly against  the  abuses  and  the  increa^te  of  Executive 
power.  Executive  patronage,  and  Executive  influ- 
ence, for  otiker  and  far  dSfferenl  motives  and  purposes, 
Aner  some  further  remarks  from  Mr.  CRIT- 
TENDEN, 

Mr.  CALHOUN  expressed  his  gratification  at 
the  Senator  from  Virginia  having  introduced  the 
resolution.  Fie  was  anzioos  to  have  all  the  fact?, 
and  to  probe  the  matter  to  the  bottom,  and  to 
know  what  connection  exi.ted  between  the  Go- 
vernment and  the  Bank  of  the  United  States.  In 
the  preapnt  state  of  things,  he  deemed  it  premature 
10  ofl[er  any  remarks  on  the  conrse  of  the  President 
and  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury;  and  he  would, 
theiefore,  only  assure  the  gentlfman  from  Virginia 
that  if  the  Secretary  had  united  himself  with  the 
Bank  beyond  what  the  laws  allowed,  it  should  not 
be  with  his  support.  He  was  against  alt  connec* 
tion  with  the  banks,  even  when  sanctioned  by, 
but  certainly  more  against  ii  without  law.  The 
Senator  from  Virginia  stated  in  his  place,  that  the 
Sob-Treasury  was  abandoned  by  the  great  body  of 
the  people  oi'  the  country,  and  by  this  body,  with 
"  the  exception  of  a  few  member:*,  in  which 
hj  supposed  the  Senator  included  him.  Now 
Ihe  Senator  was  widely  mistaken.  If  they 
might  judge  by  the  rcwnt  elcctionf,  the  opi- 
nions in  favor  of  the  Sub-Treasury  were  ad- 
vancing ]BsU*ad  of  going  back.  The  elections  in 
all  the  States  tnme  1  upon  the  connection  with  the 
baflhs,  and  that  co'nnectii*n  taker  in  its  extreme 
character,  with  the  specie  clause  of  the  Sob-Trea- 
sury bill,  and  the  verdict  had  been  in  its  favor.  The 
gentleman  was  mistaken.    The  discussions  of  the 


extra  session  and  the  last  ha  \  impressed  ideas  on 
the  public  mind  which  never  could  be  eradicated. 
The  gentleman  referred  to  the  late  defalcations  as 
an  argument  against  the  Sub-Treasury.  Why,  the 
gentleman  most  know  that  they  did  not  touch  the 
subject  of  the  Sub-Treasury  at  all;  they  belonged 
wholly  to  the  connection  between  the  Qovernment 
and  the  banks,  and  grew  out  of  it. 

Mr.  C.  then  referred  to  the  times  when  these  de- 
falcations rook  place,  to  show  that  they  were  in 
coBsequence  of  bank  coimection.  He  asked  the 
Senator  from  Virginia,  if  the  defalcations  which 
took  place  between  1830  and  1836  belonged  to  the 
Sub-Treasury?  Did  they  not  belong  to  the  pet  bank 
system?  In  that,  at  least,  the  gentleman  must 
agree  with  him.  The  next  defalcation  took  place 
under  the  legislation  of  this  Government,  at  the  last 
session.  Tlie  banks  themselves  broke  the  con- 
nection, by  suspending  payment,  and  caused  the 
disastrous  state  of  things  that  followed.  They 
resumed  payment,  and  the  renewal  of  the 
resolution  of  1816  res(or«l  the  connection 
so  that  a  deep  connection,  and  he  said  it  with  re- 
gret, now  existed  between  the  Government  and  the 
banks.  So  far  from  these  defalcations  operat- 
ing against  the  Independent  Treasury,  it  was 
the  strongest  argument  in  favor  of  it  that  they  had 
taken  place.  He  did  not  now  intend  to  go  farther 
into  this  subject,  but  would  postpone  further  re- 
marks nntil  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  should  be  received. 

Mr.  RIVES  was  happy  to  hear  the  explanation 
of  the  honorable  Senator  from  South  Caroh'na. 
He  thought,  however,  that  the  defalcations  did  not 
attach  to  the  system  of  bank  deposites.  He  ap- 
pealed to  his  candor  upon  a  re/iew  of  his  argu- 
ment, whether  it  was  a  sound  one.  Were  these 
moneys  abstracted  by  the  banks,  or  by  the  officers 
of  the  banks,  or  were  they  abstracted  before  they 
reached  the  banks,  or  before  ihey  had  passed  to  the 
credit  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States  on 
the  books  of  the  bank^  He  held  it  to  be  impossi- 
ble, under  the  deposite  system,  faithfully  adminis«r 
tered,  that  such  defalcations  should  have  taken 
place. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  after  some  remarks  referred 
to  the  opinion  advanced  by  the  Senator  from  Vir- 
ginm,  that  the  Govern  meet  would  lose  nothing  by 
the  State  banks.  This  he  said  remained  to  be  seen, 
as  there  was  yet  a  large  amount  due  from  them. 
Bat  what,  he  asked,  had  we  already  lost?  Had  we 
not  been  compelled  to  borrow  money  and  pay  in- 
terest in  consequence  of  their  withholding  the  mo- 
ney of  the  Government  in  their  hands;  and  had  we 
not  been  ceropelled  to  disburse  their  depreciated 
notes  to  a  large  amount?  Mr.  C.  estimated  the 
loss  to  the  Government,  up  to  this  time,  in  conse- 
quence of  its  connection  with  banks,  at  upwards  of 
forty  millions,  and  contended  that  the  recent  sus- 
pension of  the  banks  had  occasioned  not  only  the 
lots  to  the  Government  of  three  or  four  millions, 
but  the  loss  to  the  community  at  large,  of  from 
fifty  to  one  hundred  millions.  The  loss  incurred 
by  individuals,  was  that  of  a  molehill  to  a  moun- 
tain in  comparison  with  the  loss  occasioned  by  a 
connection  with  bankv. 

The  resolution  was  then  agreed  toj  and 

The  Senate  adjourned. 

HOUSE  ^OP  REPRESENTATIVES, 
Thorsdat,  December  20,  1838. 

Mr.  WISE  asked  the  consent  of  the  Hotise  to 
permit  him  to  proceed  in  his  remarks  upon  the  sub- 
ject of  the  late  defdlcAtionsj  to  Which  request  ob- 
jection being  made, 

Mr.  W.  asked  for  a  suspension  of  the  rules  to 
enable  him  to  pYoceed; 

Mr.  WILLIAMS  of  North  Carolina  called  for 
the  yens  and  nays,  which  were  not  ordered. 

The  question  was  then  taken  upon  suspending 
the  rules,  and  decided  in  the  negative. 

The  presentation  of  petitions  being  in  order, 
Mr.  ADAMS  being  entitled  to  the  floor, 

Mr.  CUSHMAN  asked  the  gentleman  to  give 
way  to  permit  him  to  present  to  the  House  a  report 
of  Lieutenant  George  N.  Hollins  of  the  United 
Suites  Navy,  surveyor  of  light-houses  in  the  fifth 
light -house  district  of  the  United  Statrs^'  trsfna 
'mitted  to   him  as   chairman  of  the  Committee 


on  Commerce,  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
with  a  view  to  have  it  printed,  in  connection  with  the 
report  of  the  Fourth  Auditor  heretofore  presented, 
to  which  Mr.  A.  consented;  when  Mr.  C.  present- 
ed said  report,  and  qrder  was  taken  accordingly. 

Mr.  ADAMS  then  presented  the  peiiticn  from 
sundry  laborers  upon  the  public  work^  in  Washing- 
ton city,  praying  remuneration  for  the  loss  lime, 
caused  by  the  action  of  this  House  at  the  last  tes- 
sion.  Mr.  Adams  said  that  he  did  not  know  why 
these  laborers  had  been  thus  deprived  of  proper  com- 
pensation. They  were  commoa  laborers,  depen- 
dent upon  their  labor  alone  for  support,  and  tho 
Commissioner  of  Public  Buildings  should  "  have 
paid*them  every  cent  for  this  lost  lime.  Mr.  A. 
was  going  on  to  advocate  the  claims  of  the  peti- 
tioners to  coQapensation,  when 

Mr.  CRARY  called  the  gentleman  to  order,  as 
be  was  going  on  to  debate  the  merits  of  the  qoes" 
tion. 

Mr.  ADAMS  said  he  merely  made  the  remarks 
in  justice  to  these  poor  men,  and  would  ask  for  the 
reading  of  the  petition;  after  which  he  asked  that 
the  petition  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pub- 
lic Buildings,  though  it  was  his  opinion  the 
House  should  now  proceed  to  apt  upon  the  subject 
promptly. 

Mr.  LINCOLN  said  that  the  Committee  on 
Public  Buildings  had  already  instructed  him  to  re- 
port a  joint  resolution  to  pay  the  persons  alluded 
to,  and  the  object  of  his  colleague  would  be  at- 
tained by  giving  the  direction  to  the  memorial  in- 
dicated. The  memorial  was  accordingly  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings. 

Mr.  ADAMS  presenied  a  petition  from  certain 
oitizens  of  New* Hampshire,  praying  for  the  aboli- 
tion of  slavery  in  the  District  cf  Columbia,  dtc. 
accompanied  with  a  request  lo  be  heard  in  support 
thereof  in  person,  or  by  counsel.  Mr.  A.  moved 
that  the  leave  be  granted  to  the  petitioners. 

The  CHAIR  ruled  that  the  request,  as  well  as 
the  balance  of  the  memorial,  fell  under  the  opeia- 
tion  of  Mr.  AraEaTON^  fifth  resolution,  and  must 
go  on  the  table. 

Mr.  ADAMS  took  an  appeal  from  this  decision, 
and  contended  that  the  request  of  the  petitioners  to 
be  heard  was  altogether  a  different  thing  from  the 
prayer  of  the  body  of  the  petition,  aiid  that  the 
former  did  not  come  within  the  operation  of  thQ 
order  referred  to.  Mr.  A.  called  for  the  yeas  and 
nays  on  the  appeal;  which  were  ordered. 

Mr.  CUSHMAN  at^  first  moved  to  lay  the  appeal 
on  the  table;  but  it  appearing  to  be  a  general  wish 
on  the  part  of  the  House  to  take  the  question  di- 
rectly on  the  appeal,  he  withdrew  the  motion. 

Mr.  MERCER  remaiked  that  the  petition  itself 
would  of  course  be,  or  now  was,  laid  on  the  table, 
and  to  grant  leave  to  petitioners  to  be  heard  on  a 
matter  that  the  House  had  laid  on  the  table  would 
be  a  solecism. 

Mr.  GARLAND  of  Va.  would  ask  the  gentle- 
man if  the  petition  iise\t\  on  which  the  memorial- 
ists asked  to  be  heard,  did  not  pray  for  the  aboli- 
tion of  slavetyr,  and  whether  the  gentleman  desired 
that  th^y  should  come  here  to  advocate  that  ques- 
tion? 

The  (question  on  the  appeal  was  then  taken,  and 
decided  in  the  affirmacive-— yeas  180,  nays  8,  as 
follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Anderson,  Andrews,  Aycrigor, 
Banks,  Beatty,  Beers,  Beirne,  Bell,  Bicknell, 
Birdsalt,  Boon,  Briggs,  Brodhead,  Bronson,  Bucha- 
nan, Bynum,  John  Calhoon,  Cambrelcng,  Wm.  B. 
Campbell,  John  Campbell,  Casey,  Chambers,  Cha- 
ncy, Cheatham,  Clark,  Cleveland,  Clowney,  Coffin, 
Coles,  Connor,  Corwin,  Crabb, Craig,  Crary,  Cran- 
ston, Ck  ckell,  Cushiog,  Cushman,  Dawson,  Davee, 
De  Grafi*,  Dennis,  Dromgoole,  Duncan,  Dunn,  Ed- 
wards, Everett,  Ewlng,  Parrington,  Richard  Fletch- 
er, Isaac  Fletcher,  Fillmore,  Fry,  Gallup,  Jimes 
Garhind,  Giddiogs,  Glascock,  Goode,  James  Gra- 
ham, Wm.  Graham,  Grantland,  Grant,  Grave!«, 
Gray,  Grennell,  Griffin,  Haley,  Hall,  Hal-.iead, 
Hammond,  Harlan,  Harper,  Hawes,  Hawkins, 
Haynes,  Henry,  Herod,  Holt,  Hopkins,  Howard, 
Hubley,  Wm.  H.  Hunter,  Robert  M.  T.  Hunter, 
Thomas  B.  Jackson,  Jabez  Jackson,  Jenifer,  Henry 
Johnson,  Joseph  Johnson,  Wm.  Cost  JohosW,  ^*'a- 
'thafliel  Jones,  John  W.  Jones,  Keim,  Kemble, 
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Kennedy,  Klingen«milh,  Leg;are,  LeadbcUer,  Lin- 
coln, Lbomis,  Mallory,  Marvin,  Samson  Mason, 
Martin,  Maury,  May,  Maxwell,  McKay,  Abraham 
McClellan,  McKcnnan,  Menefee,  Mercer,  Milli- 
gan,  Miller,  Mitchell,  Momgemery,  Moore,  Mor- 
gan, Calvary  Morris,  Murray,  Noble,  Ogle,  PkX- 
mer,  Parker,  Parmente^  Parris,  Paynter,  Pearce, 
Peck,  Pctrikin,  Phelps,  Plumcr,  Pope,  Pratt,  Ser- 
geant S.  Prentiss,  Putnam,  Rariden,  Randolph, 
Reily,  Rencher,  Rhetl,  Rives,  John  Robertson, 
Rumscy,  Sheffer,  Augustine  H.  Shepperd,  Charles 
Shepard,  Shields,  Sleplor,  Sibley,  Slade,  Southgate, 
Spencer,  Stanly,  Stuart,  Stone,  Stratton,  Swearin- 
gen,  Taliaferro,  Taylor,  Thomas,  Titus,  Toland, 
Touccy,  Tumey,  Underwood,  Vail,  Vanderveer, 
Webster,  Weeks,  Albert  S.  White,  John  While, 
Whittlesey,  Lewis  Williams,  Sherrod  Williams, 
Jaredl  W.  Williams,  Joseph  L.  Williams,  C«  H. 
WiUiams,  Word,  Worthington,  and  Yell— 180. 
•  NAYS— Messn».  Adams,  Wm.  B.  Calhoun, 
Darlington,  Davies,  Evans,  Potts,  Ridgway,  and 
Tillinghasi— a 

So  the  decision  of  the  Chair  was  affirmed  by  the 
House. 

[Mr.  Wise  desired  the  Clerk  to  note  the  fact  that 
he  had  refused  to  vete,  and  he  further  desired  him 
henceforward  never  to  call  his  name  on  any  vote 
on  the  subject  of  Abolition.] 

Mr.  ADAMS  presented  a  petition  remonstrating 
agaiott  the  annexation  of  Texas  to  the  Union,  and 
moved  its  reference  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Affairs. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  HOWARD,  it  was  laid  on  the 
table  without  a  division. 

The  same  disposition  was  made  of  the  other  pe- 
titions on  this  subject. 

Mr.  A.  also  presented  a  memorial  praying  Con- 
gress to  open  and  estabru^h  internatisnal  relations 
with  the  Republic  of  Hajii,  and  moved  its  refe- 
rence to  the  committee  on  Foreign  Affairs,  with 
instructions  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

Mr.  DROMQOOLE  called  for  a  division  of  the 
question. 

Mr.  ADAMS  said  he  had  moved  the  instruc- 
tions because  the  chairman  of  *that  committee  [Mr. 
Howard]  had  stated  that  petitions  had  heretofore 
been  referred  to  thai  committee,  and  no  action 'had 
f Qsued  upon  tbem;*and  also  because  he  had  thrown 
QQt  an  intimation  that,  if  referred  to  that  commit- 
tee again,  nothing  more  would  be  heard  of  thrm. 

Mr.  HOWARD  said  that  was  an  insinuation  the 
gentleman  had  no  right  to  make. 

Mr.  ADAMS  had  a  right  to  make  it,  for  the  gen- 
ie man^s  language  had  amounted  to  nothing  short 
of  a  distinct  pledge. 

Mr.  HAYNES  called  the  gentleman  to  order  for 
d#bating  ihe  petition  en  the  day  of  its  presentation. 

The  CHAIR  said  it  mast  He  over  one  day,  un- 

r  the  rule,  if  it  gave  riie  to  debate. 

Mr.  ADAMS  had  no  desire  to  debate  it,  but 
miyely  to  assign  a  reason  for  moving  the  instruc- 
liops. 

l*he  CHAIR.    That  is  debating  the  petition. 

Mr.  ADAMS.  Well  then,  having  stated  to  this 
J  It  use,  and  to  the  country,  and  to  the  petitioners 
iliat^ 

Mr.  DROM600LE  rose  to  order  on  the  ground 
that  the  petition  had  been  ordered  to  lie  over  till 
to-morrow. 

Mr.  ADAMS  said  he  had  risen  to  withdraw  the 
instructions,  for  he  feared  that  the  lying  over  till 
to-morrow  would  be  equivalent  to  its  postpone- 
ment till  the  end  of  the  session. 

The  instruotions  being  withdrawn,  the  memorial 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs. 

Mr.  A.  subsequently  presented  another  petition 
on  the  same  subject,  and  moved  the  instructions, 
stating  his -intention  of  debating  the  subject,  and  it 
was  ordered  to  lie  over. 

Mr.  A.  also  presented  a  large  number  of  peti- 
tions from  varioos  States  (inclueling  one  or  two 
from  Ohio  county,  Viiginia,)  praying  for  the  aboli- 
tion of  slavery  and  the  slave  trade,  remonstrating 
against  the  admission  of  any  new  slaveholding 
State,  against  the  annezaaon  of  Texas,  for  inter- 
national relations  with  Hayti,  ftc»  The  Abalition 
pitioDs  were  laid  on  the  table  under  Mr.  Ather^ 
Tov^a  rnc^^oo,  aad  ibt  otfaevt  wen  diap9&ei  of  as 


Mr.  CUSHINQ,  for  the  purpose,  he  said,  of 
economising  the  time  of  the  House,  would  present, 
to-day,  but  one  of  the  many  Abolition  petitions  en- 
trust^ to  his  charge,  and  would  postpone  the  others 
to  a  future  day. 

Mr.  C.  availed  himself,  of  that  opportunity  to 
pronounce  the  resolution  ordering  those  petitions  on 
the  table,  to  be  unconstitutional,  to  protest  against 
it,  and  asked  that  his  protest  might  be  entered  on 
the  journal. 

The  CHAIR  ruled  it  to  be  out  of  order. 

Petitions  and  memorials  were  then  further  pre- 
sented by  Messrs.  TILLINGHAST  and  CRAN- 
STON,  of  Rhode  Island. 

Messrs.  TOUCEY,  WHITTLESEY,  HALEY, 
and  HOLT,  of  Connecticut. 

[Mr.  Halkt  presented  the  petition  of  Gilbert 
Sprague  Fisk,  praying  for  a  pension  for  services 
rendered  and  wounds  received  in  the  battle  at 
Stonington,  in  the  late  war  with  Great  Britain. 
Also,  the  petition  of  Samuel  Edgecomb,  praying  for 
an  increase  of  pension  in  consequence  of  services 
rendered  in  the  Revolutionary  war.  Likewise,  the 
petition  of  Esther  Culver,  praying  for  a  pension  in 
consequence  of  services  rendered  by  her  husband, 
Moses  Jones,  in  the  war  of  the  Revolution.  Also, 
the  petition  of  Bradford  Phillips,  praying  for  a 
pension  for  services  rendered  and  wounds  received 
on  board  the  ship  Madison,  on  Lake  Ontario,  in 
the  late  war.  Also,  the  memorial  of  Edmund 
Fanning,  claiming,  in  behalf  of  the  heirs  of  Na- 
thaniel Fanning,  deceased,  his  share  of  the  prize 
money  for  services  rendered  on  board  the  ship 
commanded  by  John  Paul  Jones;  also,  that  a  gold 
medal  be  struck  and  presented  to  his  widow,  as 
due  to  the  bravery  of  this  praiseworthy  officer,  who 
perished  on  duty  while  serving  his  country.] 

[Mr.  Holt  presented  the  following  petitions,  viz: 
The  petition  of  Mrs.  Esther  Cleaveland,  of  Can- 
terbury, Connecticut,  the  widow  of  Captain  Moaes 
Cleaveland,  who  was  a  captain  in  the  Revolution, 
praying  for  a  pension.  Also,  the  petition  of  Lucy 
Strong,  daughter  and  heir  of  Eliphalet  Spafford, 
asking  a  grant  of  bounty  land,  in  consequence  of 
services  rendered  in  the  war  of  the  Revolution. 
Also,  the  petition  of  Benjamin  Bebbins,  of  Wind- 
ham, asking  a  pension  for  services  rendered  the 
Government.  Also,  the  memorial  of  Maj.  Charles 
Laraber,  who  was  an  officer  in  the  army  during  the 
late  war  with  Great  Britain,  and  who  lost  a  limb 
whil&t  so  engaged,  together  with  his  vouchers)  now 
on  the  files  ot  the  House.]  

Messrs.  HALL,  SLADE,  EVERETT,  and 
ALLEN,  of  Vermont. 

[Mr.  Allem  presented  the  petion  of  Martha  In- 
gersoll,  for  a  pension;  Seth  Willey,  for  a  ^tension; 
Patience  Smith,  for  a  fusion;  Lyman  King,  for 
property  taken  by  the  Government  in  the  last  war; 
John  Saffurd  and  71  others,  of  Cambridge,  in  Ver- 
mont, on  the  subject  of  slavery;  Henry  Stowell  and 
77  others,  on  the  subject  of  slavery.] 

Messrs.  FILLMORE,  PARKER,  KEMBLE, 
TAYLOR,  GRAY,  B£ERS,  ANDREWS,  VAN- 
DERVEER,  SPENCER,  JONES,  GRANT,  DE 
GRAFF,  BRONSON,''  MARVIN,  RUSSELL, 
HOFFMAN,  MITCHELL,  McCLELLAN,  ED- 
WARDS, PUTNAM,  NOBLE,  SIBLEY,  and 
PECK,  of  New  York. 

[Mr.  Grant  presented  the  petition  ef  Fortius  F. 
Parsons,  praying  that  the  heirs  of  Eli  Parsons,  de- 
ceased, be  paid  the  amount  due  upon  a  certificate 
given  to  EU  Parsons,  deceased,  for  |1,800,  for  his 
services  and  expenses  as  Commissary  General  in 
the  Revolutionary  war:  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Revolutionary  Claims.] 

[Mr.  Parker  piesented  the  petition  of  O.  R.  Ren- 
net and  others,  praying  for  the  improvement  of  the 
navigation  of  the  Allegany  river:  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  I  oads  and  Canals.  Also,  the  me- 
morial of  John  Martin  Baker,  iata  Consul  at  Rio 
de  Janeiro,  asking  eompensation  for  diplomatic 
services:  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Af- 
fairs.] 

[Mr.  Gray  presented  the  petition  of  sundry  inha- 
bitants of  Chemung  county,  New  York,  praying 
the  establishment  of  a  mail  route  from  Elmira,  via 
the  west  end  of  the  town  of  Chemung  and  the  head 
waters  of  Wynkoop  creek,  to  Van  Eitanville,  in 


[Mr.  Kemblb  pttsent^  ^^  petition  of  Samh 
Oakley  for  a  pension  :  ftfemd  to  the  CommittM 
on  Revolutionary  P^Usioiis.  Also,  petition  of 
Com«  Daniel  8.  Paiierson,  to  be  refunded  certain 
moneys  expended  by  his  order :  referred  to  Com- 
mittee on  Naval  Affairs^  AJao,.  petition  of  Capt. 
Charles  F.  Smith  and  other  offacers  of  the  army 
for  an  equalization  of  the  pay  of  the  army :  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Miliury  Affairs,  and 
ordered  \a  be  printed.] 

[Mr.  McCLnLLAN  presented  the  petition  of  Ly- 
man Bristol  for  a  pension :  referred  to  Commitiae 
on  Revolutionary  Pensions.] 

[Mr.  SiBUBT  presented  the  petition  of  Jaeob 
Walhng  and  others,  for  a  post  route  from  Co)iocton 
to  Aliens  Hill,  in  that  State.] 

Mr.  Bronson  of  New  York  presented  the  peci« 
tion  and  papers  of  Gilbert  Vroman,  in  behalf  of 
himself  and  others,  heirs  of  Peter  Vroman,  de- 
ceased, praying  payment  for  provisions  furnisbed 
to  the  United  States  troops  in  1814:  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Claims.  Also,  the  petition  nnd  pa- 
pers of  James  Cummings,  for  a  pension:  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Invalid  Pensionr . 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Bronson,  the  petitions  and 
papers  in  the  following  cases  were  ordered  lo  be 
taken  from  the  files  and  referred,  as  follows,  vis 
In  the  «a£e  of  William  Bntterfield,  to  the  Con- 
miiiee  on  Invalid  Pensions;  in  the  case  of  Conrad 
Watts,  to  the  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Pen- 
sions; in  the  case  of  William  Tryon,  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Claims.] 

[Mr.  Spenckr  presented  the  petition  of  Robert 
Cary,  for  bounty  land.  Also,  the  petition  of  the 
Tuscarora  nation  of  Indians  in  the  State  of  New 
York.] 

Mr.  YORKE,  of  New  Jersey. 

Messrs.  HENRY,  SHEFFER,  PLUMER, 
HAMMOND,  HUBLEY,  M»KENNAN,  NAY- 
LOR,  TOLAND,  OGLE,  and  S.  W.  MORRIS, 
of  Pennsylvania. 

[Mr.  Sheffjer  presented  the  petition  of  Adam 
Wert,  and  seventy-two  other  voters  of  Adams 
county.  Pa.  praying  for  the  immediate  abolition  of 
slavery  and  the  slave  trade  in  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia and  the  several  Territories.  The  petitioners 
ask  its  reference  to  a  select  committee,  dbc.;  it  was 
laid  on  the  table  under  the  order  of  the  House. 

[Mr.  Plumbr  presented  a  petition  very  numer- 
ously signed  for  an  appropriation  for  the  improve- 
ment of  the  AHeghany  river  from  Pittsburg  to 
Olean:  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Roads  and 
Canals.] 

[Mr.  S.  W.  MoRRts  presented  the  petition  from 
citizens  of  McKean  county  for  improvement  of 
the  Alleahany  river.] 

[Mr.  H£NRT  presented  the  following:  Petition 
of  William  Scoit,  of  Beaver  county,  Pa.  praying 
for  a  pension  on  account  of  extraordinary  ezpo6ar« 
and  loss  of  health  in  the  service  of  the  United 
States  in  the  late  wrr:  referred  to  the  Committer 
on  Invalid  Pensions.  Petition  of  Jonathan  Davis, 
of  Mercer  county.  Pa.  praying  for  remaneratioa 
for  wheat,  bats,  and  hay,  taken  from  him  by  order 
of  Lieutenant  McDonald,  for  the  use  of  the  army 
in  the  late  war:  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 
Petition  of  Andrew  Logan,,  of  Scott  co.  lowaTer. 
praying  for  a  donation  of  two  sections  of  land  opoia 
certain  conditions,  to  aid  him  in  the  manufaotorB 
of  silk:  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Manufactams. 
Petition  of  the  heirs  of  Captain  Robert  Unet,  an 
ofiicer  of  the  Revolutionary  war,  praying  for  com- 
mutation— additional  evidence  offered:  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims.  Pelitiom 
of  Lieutenant  William  McMillen  of  Meroer  coon- 
ty,  Pennsylvania,  an  officer  of  the  Revolutionary 
war,  T)rr.yir.g  for  commutation:  referred  to  th«- 
Committee  on  Kevomtlosary  Claims — with  addi- 
tional evidence.  Petition  or  a  number  of  dtueena 
of  Beaver  and  Butler  counties,  praying  Coogreaa 
to  abolish  slavery  and  the  slave  trade  in  the  Di^ 
trict  of  Columbia.  Petit\on  for  a  national  armory 
at  the  falls  of  Beaver  rlvAti  ^^  ^^^  county  of  B^«. 
ver:  referred  to  the  CotnmiUee  m  Military  Affhirs.! 

Mr.  MILLIGAN,  of  yI/ J^^^^- 

Messrs.  HOWARD  V^^ii^^^^i  KENNEDY. 
and  JENIFER,  ot  MaV^O'^^. 

Messrs.     BEIRN^^^VV^Vjcf^OftK^,    CRAIG, 
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^mS,  TAHAPERRO.  GARLAND,  and  HOP- 

Mr.  MALLORY  presented  the  petition 
of  ibha  Gunmaclr;  the  pelicion  of  the  ad- 
niiiKintors  of  B.  Law»;  the  petition  of  William 
Jelt;  ihe  petidoo  of  the  heii5  of  Robert  Watkins; 
Ihepetiiioaof  Sarah  Gates;  the  petition  of  John 
Cowper ;  the  petition  of  Geoi^Teirill  and  Jackson 
Mortoo ;  the  petition  of  the  representatives  f  f 
Wiliiam  Gkxiwin ;  the  petition  of  Sarah  Ingra- 
huD;  the  petition  of  Ely  Pierce ;  the  petition  of  the 
rppreseatatives  of  James  Marshall ;  which  were 
sereraUy  referred  to  appropriate  Committees. 

Mesan.  STANLY,    RENGHER,  and  GRA 
HAM,  of  North  Garoliaa. 

Mr.L8GARe,  of  Sooth  Carolina. 

Messrs.  HAYNES,  GLASCOCK,  and  DA^< 

[Mr.  DiWsoN  presented  a  memorial  from  the 
isnt  of  tbe  State  of  Georgia,  asking  to  be  paid  th? 
aaKHmlofa  final  settlement  certificate,  issued  ly 
John  Pierce,  paymaster  general  and  commissioner 
ofthearmyaceoaDts,  on  the  18th  of  May,  1785,  to 
Ibe  Stale  of  Georgia,  for  $123,^3,  for  payment 
nnde  by  that  State,  to  her  officers  of  the  Revolu- 
iioBaiyarQiy,oneontxDental  establishment,  for  the 
oomiBataiion  of  their  half  pay,  and  for  other  pay 
in  said  oflieers,  together  with  the  interest  thereon, 
14V  due:  referred,  on  motion  of  Mr.  D.  to  a  select 
coaainceof  five.  Also,  a  claim  in  favor  of  Mar- 
1  ea«  Hemphill,  of  the  State  of  Georgia,  as  executor 
I  9f  Samnel  Hemphill,  deceased,  asking  pay  for 
serriccsreDdered  in  the  army  of  the  United  States, 
as  a  £iriier  and  smith,  in  the  year^  1794-95.1 

Means.  HARLAN,  SOfTTHGATE,  GRAVES, 
U5DERW00D,  WILLIAMS,  and  MENEPEE, 
of  SentQcky. 

Messw.  Speaker  POLK,  STONE,  CARTER, 
SiUELD8,TaRNEY,  C.  H.  WILLIAMS,  J.  L. 
WliLiAMS,  and  CAMPBELL,  of  Tennessee. 

[Mr.SroKK  presented  the  petition  of  Samacl 
BM),  a  dtizen  of  Campbell  Station,  Knox  co. 
Tenn.  praying  for  an  appropriation  to  be  made 
afieiemfora  complete  survey  of  the  Tennessee 
river  at  the  Suck,  and  for  at  least  fiHeen  miles 
above  and  below  the  same;  and  also  for  the  surrey 
of  aroate  for  a  canal,  or  railroad,  from  the  month 
oT  Battle  creek,  a  small  distance  below  the  Sock,  m 
Marion  co.  Ten.  to  the  three  forks  of  Duck  river, 
at  a  point  whence  the  State  oi  Tennessee  have  had 
asonreymade  to  the  Mississippi  river.  Referred 
loihe  Cknnmittee  on  Roads  and  Canals.] 

[Mr.  JoiEFR  L.  Williams  presented  the  memo- 
nalofJoaepb  S.  Milligan,  claiming  indemnity  on 
KcoBAt  of  the  military  authority  of  the  United 
&Mes  dispossessing  him  of  his  property  in  the  Che- 
rokee territory.] 

Messrs.  MASON,  BOND,  GIDDINGS,  MOR- 
RIS, HUNTER,  DUNCAN,  RIDGEWAY, 
8HEPI/)R,  ALLEN,  HARPER,  and  GOODE, 
af  Ohio. 

[Mr.  Hiapxa  presented  the  petition  of  sundry 
Qtizens  of  Maskingam  county,  Ohio,  praying  that 
a  mail  roote  be  established  from  Zanesville  to  Bei- 
Baar"^ cross  roads,  Frazeysbuiig,  West  Carlisle, 
and  East  Union,  to  Gambier,  Knox  county.] 

Mr.  GARLAND  of  Louisiana. 
,  Ifam.  EWINQ,  HEROD,  RARIDEN,  GRA- 
HAM, DUNN,  and  WHITE,  of  Indiana. 
Mr.  WORD  of  Mississippi. 
Mcaus.  CASEY,  MAY,  and  SNYDER  of  Illi- 

[Mr.  Caset  introduced  the  petition  of  sundry  cl- 
hKBs  of  Edwards  county,  Illinois,  praying  a  grant 
cflaod  to  aid  in  con^^tructing  a  railroad  frpm  Mt. 
Omel,  Illinois,  to  New  Albany,  Indiana;  which, 
•a  his  motMn,  was  referred  to  the  Committee  or. 
fePoWicLands-l 

Mews.  CHAPMAN,  LEWIS,  LYON,  and 
CUBB.  of  Alabama. 

[Mr,  Chapmaw  presented  the  following:  petition 
•f  eitoras  of  Cherokee,  DeKalb,  and  Jacksou 
Mties,  praying  a  new  land  district  in  the  ter- 
[i^  acquired  from  the  Cherokee  Indians,  and  the 
nation  of  the  land  eflfiee;  petition  of  citizens  of 
Beaton  eoonty,  praying  the  removal  of  the  lani 
B^  from  Mardixville  to  Jacksonville,  and  to  ad<l 
^  (%erokee  nation  to  the  Coosa  land  district;  pe- 
^tioA  of  Eliaha  Moreland  and  others,  praying  to 


have  the  right  of  pre-emption;  petition  of  L«aac 
Mcnson,'also,  for  the  right  of  pre-emption  in  lieu 
of  that  of  which  he  was  deprived;  petition  of  John 
S.  Burnett,  asking  to  have  refunded  to  hima  cer 
tain  amount  which  he  has  been  obliged  lo  pay  for 
costs  in  a  suit  improperly  brought  against  him  as 
postmaster;  all  of  which  were  referred  to  the  ap- 
propriate committees.] 

Messnt.  MILLER  and  HARRISON  of  Missouri. 

[Mr.  Miller  presented  the  following:  The  peti- 
tion of  S.\muel  Davis,  Wm.  Brown,  and  Martin 
H.  Arthur,  of  Missouri,  asking  the  passage  of  a 
law  granting  them  the  right  of  pre-emption  to  a 
certain  tract  of  land  therein  mentioned:  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lan&.  The  petition 
of  Samuel  Merry  and  others,  of  Missouri,  praying 
Congress  to  pass  a  law  granting  the  right  of  way 
through  the  public  lands  of  the  United  States  to  the 
St.  Louis  and  Belleview  Railroad  Company,  in 
Missouri:  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public 
"L^nds.  The  petition  of  Catharine  Dodge,  of  Mis- 
souri, asking  the  passage  of  a  law  granting  to  her 
the  difference  betvi'een  the  original  cost  and  present 
value  of  a  certain  tract  of  land  purchased  by  her 
of  the  United  States:  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
the  Public  Lands.  The  petition  of  Richard  Simms, 
of  Missouri,  asking  the  passa^  of  a  law  granting 
him  a  tract  of  land  in  Piatt  county,  Missouri,  as  a 
compensation  for  his  military  services  during  the 
Revolutionary  war:  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
the  Public  Lands.  The  petition  of  Harvey  H. 
Colgon,  of  Missouri,  asking  the  passage  of  a  law 
granting  him  the  right  of  pre-emption  to  a  certain 
tract  of  land  therein  mentioned:  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Public  Lands.  The  petition 
of  Michael  Glaf>s,  asking  Congress  to  pass 
a  law  authorizing  the  refunding  to  him  a  cer 
tain  amount  of  money,  paid  by  him  to  the  United 
States  on  account  of  a  tract  of  land,  entered,  as  he 
believes,  through  mistake:  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  the  Public  Lands.  The  petition  of  John  G. 
Parsons,  of  Missouri,  asking  the  passage  of  a  law 
authorizing  him  to  change  an  (^ntry  of  a  tract  of 
land,  heretofore  made  by  him  through  mistake: 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands. 
The  petition  of  Wm.  Gillisand  John  King,  of  Mis- 
souri,  asking  the  passage  of  a  law  granting  the  right 
of  pre-emption  to  certain  lands  therein  mentioned; 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands. 
The  petition  of  Joseph  Evans  and  others,  of  Mis- 
souri, praying  Congress  to  pass  a  law  granting 
them  the  right  of  pre-emption  to  certain  laada 
therein  mentioned:  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
the  Public  Lands.  '  The  petition  of  Amos  Burdyne 
and  others,  of  Missouri,  asking  the  passage  of  a 
law  granting  to  them  the  right  «f  pre-emption  to 
certain  lands  therein  mentioned:  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Public  Lands.  Six  several 
petitions,  numerously  signed  by  citizens  residing  in 
the  southern  part  of  the  State  of  Missouri,  asking 
the  piissage  or  a  law  ceding  certain  inundated  or 
swampy  lands  to  said  Stale,  on  the  conditions 
therein  named:  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Public  Lands.] 

[Mr.  Harrison  presented  and  submitted  the  fol- 
lowing petitions : — Petition  of  Airs  Hudspeth  pray- 
ing the  right  of  pre-emption ;  of  sundry  citizens  of 
Boone  county  for  a  post  route  from  Columbia,  by 
Younger^  Mills  to  Mexico  in  Andrian  county ;  of 
the  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  St.  Charles,  to  drain 
certain  inundated  lands;  of  the  members  of 
the  Missoori  Legislature,  to  improve  Salt  river; 
of  Lucy  Johnson,  late  Lucy  Gk)oding,  praying  the 
right  of  pre-emption;  of  Tarlton  Ellege  and  James 
White,  praying  Congress  to  allow  them  to  correct 
certain  entries  made  by  them;  of  Z.  Martin,  to 
grant  him  the  right  of  pre  mpiion  to  a  pertain 
tract  of  land  therein  mentioned;  of  Jacob  Groom 
and  Jno.  Sneathen,  praying  remuneration  for  In- 
dian depredations;  of  Roben  Jchnson  and  Francis 
Rivaud,  for  remuneration  for  Indian  depredations; 
of  the  trustees  of  the  town  of  St.  Charles,  praying 
the  requisite  appropriation  for  the  surveying  of  the 
commons  and  common  field  lots  granted  to  said 
town  by  act  of  Congress;  of  Cornelius  Campbell 
and  others,  that  they  be  allowed  a  pre-emption  up 
on  certain  inundated  lands,  which  they  ask  they 
may  be  allowed  to  drain;  of  James  Butler  and 
others,  praying   the   right    of    pre-emption;   of 


James  A.  Clark,  for  the  right  of  pre-emption; 
of  Harrison  Snead,  a  soldier  of  the  late  war,  pray- 
ing that  he  may  be  allowed  to  enter  other  land  in 
lieu  of  that  received  by  him  as  his  military  bounty 
tract;  of  Jno.  T.  Austin,  for  the  right  of  pre-emp- 
tion for  a  specified  time,  to  certain  lands  therein 
mentioned,  for  the  cultivation  of  silk;  of  Thomas 
P.  Copes,  that  he  may  be  allowed,  upon  certain 
conditions,  to  drain  certain  inundated  lakes; 
of  William  McPherson  and  oih-^rs,  praying 
the  right  of  pre-emption;  of  sundry  citizens 
of  Washington  and  other  counties,  praying 
that  an  additional  land  offioe  may  be  esta- 
blished; of  sundry  citizens  living  on  the  old 
French  and  Spanish  claims,  praying  the  right  ot 
pre-emption,  in  case  the  land  is  found  (o  belong  to 
the  United  States;  of  sundry  citizens  of  Ray 
county,  praying  for  an  additional  land  dis- 
tricr;  of  sundry  citizens  of  Boone  county,  for 
an  additional  land  distiict;  of  Alfred  George,  for 
compensation  for  a  horse  lost  in  the  Black  Hawk 
war;  of  James  B.  WilU,  for  compensation  for 
wood  furnished  Fort  Laven worth;  of  Orris  Call,, 
for  a  pension;  of  James  Duncan,  for  a  pension;  of 
Robert  Murray,  praying  that  be  may  be  allowed  to 
correct  a  misentry;  of  Henry  Duchuquetle  and 
others,  praying  that  they  be  allowed  to  enter 
certain  lands  to  supply  the  deficiency  ocoa 
sioned  by  the  encroachment  of  the  commons  of  the 
town  of  Carondelet;  of  Hiner  Siigermire,  to  correct 
a  misentry;  of  Reuben  Gentry  and  others,  for  re- 
muneration for  Indian  depredations;  of  Jonathan 
Boone,  lo  correct  a  misentry;  of  sundry  citizens  of 
Cole  county,  for  an  additional  land  district; 
of  Tiiford  Taylor,  to  correct  a  misentry;  of 
Jno.  Wiley  and  Jefferson  Greer,  for  remune- 
ration for  improvements  put  upon  land  bought 
of  the  Government,  but  which  the  Government 
had  previously  sold;  of  John  Whitselt,  praying 
for  relief;  of  Enoch  Matson,  for  relief  as'^et  forth 
in  his  petition;  of  Samuel  Massey  and  Thomas 
James,  praying  that  they  may  be  allowed  to  enter 
certain  unsurveyed  lands  for  the  benefit  of  their 
iron  works.  Also  the  following  memorials  of  the 
Legislature  of  the  Slate  of  Missouri:  memorial, 
asking  a  grant  of  lands  for  common  school 
purposes;  memorial,  to  appropriate  the  interest 
arising  from  the  proceeds  of  the  sale  of  the  semi- 
nary lands,  to  the  purpose  of  primary  schools;  me- 
morial asking  that  tlie  counties  of  Saline,  Pettis 
and  Benton  may  be  attached  to  the  Lexington  land 
district;  memorial  asking  that  the  amount  of  mo- 
ney collected  by  rents  from  the  lead  mine^  may  be 
returned  to  the  counties,  respectively,  in  which  the 
lead  was  obtained;  memorial  asking  a  grant  of 
500,000  acres  of  land  for  the  purposes  of  internal 
improvements  and  common  schools;  memorial 
asking  the  establishment  of  a  new  land  districts 
south  of  the  Missouri  river,  to  include  Jefferson 
city;  the  ptiiiion  of  Thomas  Talbot  and  others, 
praying  remuneration  for  depredations  committed 
by  the  Pawnee  Indians;  the  petition  of  the  heirs 
of  Daniel  Boone,  for  compensation  for  the  services 
of  thtir  ancestor.] 

Mr.  YELL  of  Arkansas. 

[Mr.  Ykll  presented  the  petition  of  J.  M.  Shep- 
herd, praying  for  indemnity  for  the  loss  of  a  horse 
in  the  service  of  the  United  States:  referred  to  the 
Comnuttee  of  Claims.  Also,  a  petition  from  Mar- 
cus Wright,  praying  that  he  may  be  permitted  to 
enter,  at  the  minimun  price,  a  certain  tract  of 
land  in  Arkansas:  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
the   Public  Lands.] 

Mr.  CRARY  ef  Michigan. 

[Mr.  Crart  presented  a  petition  for  the  improve- 
ment of  the  harbor  at  New  Buffalo.] 

Mr.  DOWNING,  of  Florida. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Wisconsin. 

[Mr.  JoNss  presented  the  following:  A  memorial 
of  the  Legislative  Assembly  of  Wisconsin  Territo- 
ry, praying  that  the  right  of  pre-emption  may  be 
granted  to  the  miners  or  occupants  of  mineral  lands. 
The  petition  of  Thomas  W.  Taylor,  praying  for  a 
horse  lost  in  the  late  Indian  war  of  1833.  Resolu- 
tions of  a  public  meeting  of  citizens  of  Mineral 
Point  and  vicinity,  praying  for  a  donation  of  land», 
to  aid  in  the  improvement  of  the  Pekatonica  river. 
Memorial  praying  that  arms,  dbc  may  be  furnished 
the  Territory  ot  Wisconsin  for  the  protection  of  her 
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oitizens.  Memorial  praying  for  the  constraction 
of  harbors  on  Lake  Michigan;  for  the  improve- 
ment of  rivers,  and  for  the  construction  of  harbors; 
for  a  grant  of  land  to  aid  in  the  construction  of  the 
Portage  Canal,  to  connect  the 'waters  of  the  Fox 
vivor,  which  empties  into  Lake  Michigan,  with 
those  of  the  Wisconsin  river,  which  empties  into 
'  the  Mississippi  river.] 

Mr.  CHAPMAN  of  Iowa. 

M;.  THOMASof  Maryland. 

Mr.  FLETCHER  of  Vermont. 

[Mr,  Fletcher  presented  the  following  petitions: 
Petition  of  JS'ehemiah  Phitlips:  referred  to  Com- 
mittee on  Invalid  Pensions.  Petition  of  Joseph 
Hackett:  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Invalid 
Pensions.  Petition  of  Aden  Barlletl:  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Invalid  Pensions.  Petition  of 
JohnMcLeran:  referred  to  Committee  of  Claiip's. 
Petition  of  Merrill  Pilsbnry:  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Invalid  Pensions.] 

Mr.  CROCKETT  of  Tennessee. 

The  SPEAKER  laid  before  the  House  the  fol- 
lowing Message  from  the  President  of  the  United 
States: 
To  the  Speaktr  of  the  House  ofRepreeentoHves: 

I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  additional 
letters  and  documents  embraced  in  the  resolution  of 
the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  7th  instant. 
M.  VAN  BUREN. 

WisHiNCTON,  Dec.  20, 1838. 

Laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Also  the  following: 
To  the  HvuH  of  Repreetniaiteer. 

An  important  diflerenoe  of  opinion  having  arisen 
concerning  the  construction  of  an  act  of  Congress 
making  a  le^rant  of  land  to  the  Stats  of  Indiana,  and 
in  which  she  feels  a  deep  interest,  I  deem  it  proper 
to  submit  aH  the  material  facts  to  your  considera- 
tion, with  a  view  to  procure  such  additional  legis- 
lation as  the  facts  of  the  case  may  appear  to  render 
proper. 

The  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  and 
the  documents  annexed  from  the  General  Land  Of- 
fice, will  disclose  all  the  circumstances  deemed  ma- 
terial in  relation  to  the  subject,  and  are  herewith 
presented.  M.  VAN  BUREN. 

Washington,  30th  December,  1838. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  GARLAND  of  Va.  referred 
to  the  Commlile©  on  the  Judiciary. 

The  SPEAKER  also  laid  before  the  House  a 
statement  in  relation  to  the  execution  of  the  Chicka- 
saw treaty  of  1834;  which  wa.slaid  on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  EVERETT, 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revdlutienary 
Pensions  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expedien- 
cy of  granting  a  pension  to  James  Tylar. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  EVERETT, 

Resolvedy  That  the  Committee  on  Patents  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  authoriz- 
ing the  Commissioner  of  Patents  to  issue  a  patent 
to  Oliver  Perrin  and  John  W.  Pannce,  on  their  ap- 
plication filed  in  the  patent  office  on  the  Ist  Seplem- 
ker,  1834,  and  that  the  accompanying  papers  be 
relerrcd  to  said  committee. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  SLADE, 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency,  of 
making  compensation  to  the  volunteers  who  repair- 
ed to  Plattsburg  on  the  invasion  by  the  British 
fcrcei,  iu  September,  1814,  and  that  all  the  papers 
on  file  relating  to  that  subject  be  referred  to  «aid 
committee. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  JENIFER, 

Risolvedy  That  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House  be  discharged  therefrom,  and  that  so  much 
of  the  President's  Message  as  relates  to  the  tobacco 
trade  with  foreign  nations  be  referred  to  a  select 
committee. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  GARLAND  of  Virginia, 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office 
and  Post  Roads  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  paying  John  Houswright,  a  contrac- 
tor on  mail  route  No.  1965,  in  Virginia,  for  •x- 
penscs  incurred  by  a  change  in  the  arrival  and  de- 
parture of  the  mails  on  that  route,  made  after  the 
contract  was  made,  and  the  commencement  of  his 
services. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  DOWNING, 

Rmhed,  That  the  Committee  on  Roadt  and  Ca- 


nals b:  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
providing  by  law  for  the  improvement  of  the  navi- 
gation of  the  Appalachicola  river. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  MAY, 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be 
instructed  to  transmit  to  this  House  the  papers  in 
relation  to  the  claim  of  Richard  L.  Barrete  to 
fractional  section  fouct  la  township  four  north,  in 
ran»e  nine  west,  of  the  fourth  principal  meridian 
in  Illinois. 

On  moik>u  of  Mr.  GRAHAM  of  Indiana, 

Resolved  That  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office 
and  Pest  Roads  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  establishing  a  mail  route  from  the 
Pleasant  Gardens,  in  Burke  county,  North  Caro- 
lina, by  Turkey  Cove,  Grassy  Creek,  and  Rock 
Creek,  to  Jonesboro,  in  Tennessee. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  YELL, 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Military  Af- 
fairs be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  propriety  of 
amending  the  act  of  the  0th  of  July,  1836,  so  as  to 
authorize  the  Secretary  of  War,  if,  in  his  opinion, 
the  defence  of  the  frontiers  demand  it,  to  continue 
the  occupation  of  Fort  Gib-^on,  and  to  construct 
the  road  on  or  near  the  western  boundary  line, 
passing  within  the  limits  of  the  Stare  of  Arkansas, 
if  the  situation  of.  the  country  and  the  good  of 
the  service  require  it. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  MILLER, 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Public 
Lands  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  creating  an  additional  land  district  in  the  north- 
western part  of  the  State  of  Missouri,  so  as  to  em- 
brace within  the  limits  of  said  land  district  what  is 
uusually  called  the  Piatt  country,  recently  annexed 
to  said  StAtc. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  JOHNSON  of  Louisiana, 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  re- 
ducing the  fees  allowed  by  law  to  the  clerks,  mar- 
shals, and  district  attorneys  of  the  United  States 
coarts  for  the  State  of  Louisiana,  so  as  to  corre- 
spond with  the  fees  allowed  for  similar  services  in 
the  State  courts  of  said  State. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  MERCER, 

Resolved,  That  the  case  of  James  B.  Brice,  re- 
ferred at  the  late  "session  of  Congress  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Revolutionary  Claims,  be  again  referred 
to  the  said  committee. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  DOWNING, 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  of  Claims  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  providing, 
by  law,  for  the  payment  of  the  horses  and  «<^i- 
pages  which  have  been  turned  over  to  the  officers 
of  the  United  States  by  mounted  volunteers  who 
served  in  Florida.  ' 

Mr.  WILLIAMS  of  Kentucky,  on  leave,  sub- 
milled  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Public 
Lands  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  propriety 
and  expediency  of  granting  to  all  tlie  settlers  that 
may  have  heretofore  settled,  ojr  may  hereafter  settle 
on  the  pvOlic  lands,  pre-emption  rights  to  one- 
quarter  /Action  of  said  land,  according  to  the  pro- 
visions of  an  act,  approved  June  22d,  1838,  en- 
titled an  act  to  grant  pre-emption  rights  to  settlers 
on  the  public  landsi. 

The  resolution  having  been  read, 

Mr.  CHAPMAN  submitted  the  following  as  a 
substitute: 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Public 
Lands  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  amending  the  pre-emption  laws  so  as, 

1.  To  permit  settlers  to  enter  limbered  lands  to 
make  and  support  their  farms  on  the  prairie. 

2.  To  include  young  men  who  had  farms,  but 
WMC  not  housekeepers. 

?.  Those  whose  setilements  were  made  prior  to 
the  surveying  of  the  Jands,  whereon  such  settle- 
ments were  mad<;,at)d  who  by  subsequent  surveys 
are  made  to  occupv  diQcrcnt  quarter  sections  than 
ihoseupon  which  fheir  farms  are  siluar?. 

4.  Those  whose  sctilemeftts  were  made  within 
the /our  moii<^  specified  in  said  law. 

5.  Those  whose  settlements  were  made  subse- 
quent to  the  passage  of  the  said  law,  and  so  as  to 
require  «ix  months  notice  of  the  sale  of  public 
lands. 

That  said  committee  also  inqaire  into  the  expe- 


diency of  providing  hjf  iaw'for  the  sub-divi&iQa  of 
the  mineral  laad^  into  iots  eorreiipoiidjiig  in  size 
with  lou  laid  oat  under  the  mining,  and  -fbr  ttn 
sale  thereof  to  the  claimanu.  '  That  said  coBMiit- 
tee  also  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  providing  Iqr 
law  for  the  appointment  of  a  pommiifiioiiier  to  ad- 
just the  title  to  said  lots. 

On  motion, 

The  House  adjourned. 


IN  SENATE. 
Faiiur,  December  3i,  1838. 

Mr.  TALLMADQE  presented  the  memorial  of 
sundry  citizens  of  Tompkins  county  N,  Y.,  pray- 
ing for  a  revision  of  the  militia  laws:  referrtd  to 
tho  Committee  on  the  Militia. 

Mr.  TIPTON  presented  the  memorial  of  the 
clerks  employed  in  the  Third  Anditor*s  offiee, 
praying  for  an  increase  of  their  pay :  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Finance,  and  ordered  to  be  print- 
ed. 

Mr.  SMITH  of  Connecticat  presented  ihc  pe- 
tition of  ^ Tucker,  asking  for  a  pension :  re- 
ferred to^ihe  Committee  oil  Pensions. 

Mr.  DAVIS  presented  the  petition  of  A:^  Smith 
praying  for  the  remission  of  a  fine  imposed  by  the 
p  }st  office :  referred  te  the  Committee  on  the  Pou 
Office  and  Post  Roads. 

Mr.  WALL  presented  the  petition  of  a  number 
of  citizens  of  New  Jersey,  praying  for  the  es- 
tablishment of  a  port  of  entry  at  Indian  Key :  re- 
f<^red  to  the  Coinmittee  on  Commerce. 

Mr.  TIPTON,  from  the  Commi'tee  on  Indiat 
Affairs,  to  which  was  referred  the  bill  aoThori&a^ 
the  sale  of  certain  Indian  reservations,  reporietf 
the  same  with  an  amendment,  which  was  read. 

Mr.  TIPTON,  from  the  Committee  on  Mititaiy 
Affairs,  to  which  had  been  referred  the  petition  of 
John  M.  Hepburn,  reported  a  bill  to  fix  the  con- 
pensation  of  the  senior  clerk  in  the  offiee  of  the  Ad- 
jutant General;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  lo  a 
second  reading. 

Mr.  WALL,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Jodi- 
ciary,  to  which  was  referred  the  bill  to  prevent  the 
giving  or  accepting  a  challenge  to  fight  a  dnel  ia 
the  District  of  Columbia,  and  for  the  pantsbmeat 
thereof,  reported  the  same  without  amend  menu 
Also,  the  bill  to  abolish  imprisonment  for  debt  in 
certain  cases.  Al5o,  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Lao- 
rent  Millaudon  and  others,  with  an  amendoxent 

Mr.  WALKER  presented  the  memorial  of  Com- 
modore Patterson;  which  was  refened  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Indian  Affairs. 

Mr.  YOUNG,  on  leave,  and  in  pursuance  of 
previous  notice,  introduced  the  following  bills, 
which  were  severally  read  twice,  and  referred: 

A  bill  for  (h6  relief  of  Jane  Waller. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Benjamin  Parson.s. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  James  H.  Ralstoa. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Jacob  Hanks. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Dennis  Ctuinlevan. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Charies.  A.  Dodd. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  William  Bennett. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  L.  Scott. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Richey. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  David  McNair. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Samuel  Ferguson;  and 

A  bill  to  establish  a  pension  agency  at  Sprinf^Aeld 
in  the  State  of  Illinois. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  on  leave,  and  in  pursuance  ol 
notice  given,  introduced  a  bi!l  for  the  relief  ol 
the  Nantucket  Steamboat  Company;  also,  a  bill  fcM 
the  relief  of  Elijah  Eldridge;  which  wereseverailj 
twice  read,  and  referred. 

Mr.  KING  presented  the  petition  of Da- 

rand,  a  half  breed  Creek  Indian,  praying  pcm»» 
sion  to  sell  his  reservation,  preparatory  to  hi%  re 
moval  with  the  rest  of  his  tribe  west  of  the  Mis' 
sippi:  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Pcrb.¥i 
Lands. 

Mr.  LYON  gave  tioiice  that  he  would  oi 
Monday  ask  leave  ^^ /liiuoducc  a  bill  for  the  niie 
of  Daniel  Qoodwin 

Mr.  KING  g^v^  I.    ucft  ^^«^^  Vie  wonld  to-morrcn 
ask  leave  to  init^d!}^    8,>i\\\vo^v^e\olhe  railroa* 
and  canal  comti^l?^C     V^ftx^outed  ^^  \h«  States 
^  ^t  Viixds  of  the  Unite 


^^W^)  lAduipiusv 


■Kb.  crafKT^i 


'^ 


W' 


CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBE. 


59 


toee  ofpreYiotts  notice,  introduced  a  bill  toprt- 
renl  the}  iaterfeieBee  of  eertain  public  officers  in 
deetiou;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  a  second 
RttUsg* 

Hie  PRESIDENT  commanicated  a  report  from 
the  Tmsary  Department,  traosmiiting  a  statement 
itqoirei  by  the  act  for  carrying  into  eflect  the  trea- 
ties with  the  CbicJrasaw  Indians,  approved  20th 
April.  1S36. 

The  Senate  then  proceeded  to  the  consideration 
of  the  bill  from  the  Honse,  making  appropriations 
ID  put  for  the  support  of  GK)vernnient  for  the  years 
1838  and  1839.  The  question  being  on  the  amend- 
ment of  Mr.  Crittenoew  to  the  amendment  of  Mr. 
Wilt— (he  latter  being  for  the  insertion  of  an  ap- 
propriation of  (250,000  to  pay  the  pennons  of  cer- 
uin  widows  of  Reyoloiionary  soldiers  married  be- 
tween 1783  and  1794,  provided  for  by  the  act  of 
the  last  session,  and  the  former  being  for  the  repeal 
of  said  act  after  the  fourth  of  March  next. 

Mr.  DAVIS  hoped  his  friend  from  Kentucky 
would  withdraw  his  amendment;  and  if  the  subject 
of  repealing  this  act  was  to  be  agitated,  why  let  it 
be  so  at  a  more  appropriate  period. 

Mr.  KING  observed  that  he  should  be  pleased 
to  see  the  amendment  of  the  Senator  from  Ken- 
tucky withdrawn,  provided  the  example  was  fol- 
Io7ed  by  the  Senator  from  New  Jersey,  in  with- 
drawing his  amendment.  The  last  was  calculated 
to  embarrass  this  appropriation  bill,  and  if  perse- 
Tered  in,  he  would  unquestionably  give  his  vote  to 
|J)9  amendment  of  the  Senator  from  Kentucky. 
He  hoped  the  whole  subject  of  both  amendments 
would  come  up  in  a  separate  bilU  and  that  the 
Senator  from  New  Jersey  would  see  the  propriety 
of  witbdrawinsc  his  amendment,  and  suffering  the 
bill  to  pass.  He  should  go  as  far  as  any  body  id 
leikem  the  public  faith;  he  knew  that  the  Govern- 
Skent  owed  these  widows  the  money,  and  he  was 
willing  to  provide  for  its  payment  in  a  proper  way. 
Bat  as  this  amendment  was  only  calculated  to  em- 
barras  the  bill  nnder  consideration,  he  haped  the 
gnitlemaji  woold  withdraw  it. 

B£r.  WALL  would  be  very  happy  to  gratify  his 
friead  Crom  Alabama,  but  in  the  present  instance 
be  most  decline  doing  so.  This  is  an  appropria- 
im  bill,  to  meet  exigencies  caused  by  enactments 
o(  Congress.  The  amendment  was  intended  to 
provide  for  the  requisitions  of  a  law  passed  at  the 
last  session,  for  which  we  failed  to  make  an  ap- 
propriation. He  thought  that  by  falling  lo  provide 
means  at  the  last  session^  it  became  uur  duty  at 
as  early  a  moaient  as  possible  to  make  this  appro- 
priatioiL  He  could  not  see  the  impropriety  of 
passing  this  appropriation  now,  which  the  honora- 
ble Senator  from  Alabama  admits  must  be  made  at 
some  period. 

Mr.  NILES  was  much  pleased  with  the  remarks 
of  the  Senator  from  Alabama,  and  regretted  that 
his  friend  from  New  Jersey  did  not  take  the  same 
view  of  the  matter.  He  was  opposed  to  the  amend- 
ffl«Dt  of  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  [Mr.  Crit- 
TciiDEif,]  as  well  as  ih^  amendipent  of  the  Senator 
from  New  Jersey,  for  the  probability  was  that  if 
the  former  ^as  defeated,  it  would  also  defeat  the 
latter.  What  he  wished  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
Seaate  to  was  the  importance  of  the  amendment  in- 
troduoed  by  the  Senator  from  New  Jersey,  a  mat- 
lerofioo  much  importance  to  be  brought  forward 
is  this  incidental  way.' 

Mr.  CALHOUN  said  he  woald  be  glad  if  the 
honorable  Senator  from  New  Jersey  would  acqui- 
esce in  the  suggestion  of  the  Senator  from  Alaba- 
laa.  He  thought  that  the  Committee  on  Pensions 
should  have  time  to  look  into  the  matter  for  which 
this  appropriation  was  asked;  that  they  should  re- 
port the  reasons  why  these  names  were  placed  on 
Ae  pension  list.  Can  aiiy  man  believe  that  these 
one  thousand  names  on  the  lisf  are  those  of  widows 
aarried  between  1783  and  1794,  and  all  appli- 
cants in  leas  than  a  year?  He  hoped  that  the  Se- 
nator from  New  Jersey,  who  was  disposed  to  do 
jostice  on  this,  as  on  all  other  subjects,  would  see 
the  propriety  of  acquiescing  in  the  course  indicated 
by  the  Senator  from  Alabama. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN  said  that  he  had  been  soli- 
died  by  bis  friends  to  withdraw  this  amendment, 
and  that  he  should  accordingly  do  so.  As  to  the 
ameDdm^  of  ihf  Senator  from  New  Jersey,  hia 


opinion  was  that  it  was  entirely  irregular,  and  that 
it  ought  to  be  disapproved  of  by  every  member  of 
the  Senate.  Here  was  a  bill  coming  from  the  other 
House  to  meet  the  ordinary  expenses  of  Govern- 
ment, and  if  the  gentleman  from  New  Jersey  can 
delay  it  by  a  proposition  to  carry  through  his  favo- 
rite measure,  why  every  member  of  the  Senate, 
who  has  a  favorite  measure,  can,  with  equal  justice, 
tack  it  to  an  important  appropriation  bill,  and  place 
members  under  the  necessity  of  defeating  that  bill 
if  they  vote  against  it.  He  should  unhesitatingly 
vote  against  this  amendment,  which  was  highly  im- 
proper for  Ibis  bill.  He  admitted  that  his  amend- 
ment was  not  suited  to  the  bill,  but  he  thought  it 
very  proper  for  the  amendment  of  the  Senator  from 
New  Jersey. 

Mr.  WALL  said  that  he  could  not,  with  his 
views  of  the  duty  he  owed  to  himself  and  his  con,- 
stituents,  consent  to  withdraw  his  amendment. 
He  protested,  however,  against  his  being  held 
responsible  for  the  wide  range  tht;  debate  had 
taken. 

Mr.  DAVIS  addressed  the  Senate  at  length  in  re- 
ply to  the  remarks  of  Mr.  Stranob  on  Monday  last. 

After  some  further  debate  in  which  Messrs.  DA- 
VIS, STRANGE,  and  BROWN  participated, 

The  question  was  taken  on  Mr.  Wall's  amend- 
ment, and  it  was  rejected  by  the  following  vote: 

YEAS — Met«N.  Buchanan,  Davis,  Hubbard, 
Knight,  Pierce,  Prentiss,  Ruggles,  Smith  of  Con- 
necticut, Swin,  Wall,  and  Williams  of  Maine^l2. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Brown,  Cal- 
houn, Clay  uf  Alabama,  Clayton,  Crittenden,  Ful- 
tyn.  King,  Lumpkin,  Lyon,  Mouton,  Nicholas, 
Norvell,  Rives,  Robinson,  Strange,  Tipton,  Walk- 
er, Wright,  and  Young— 20. 

So  the  amendment  was  rejected;  and  the  bill  was 
then  read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

Mr.  WALKER  gave  notice  that  he  would,  at  the 
next  meeti6g  ot  the  Senate,  ask  leave  to  introduce 
the  following  bills: 

A  bill  to  relinquish  to  the  State  of  Mississippi 
the  two  per  cent.  fund. 

A  bill  to  cede  to  the  State  of  Ohio  and  other 
States  certain  portions  of  the  public  domain. 

A  bill  lo  grant  to  the  State  of  Missouri  a  certain- 
quantity  of  the  public  lands  to  be  expended  in  rail- 
roads. 

A  bill  to  authorize  the  sale  to  the  Mississippi 
and  Alabama  Railroad  Company,  a  certain  portion 
of  the  public  land. 

The  Senate  then  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OP  REPRESENTATIVES, 
Friday,  Dec.  21,  1838. 

Mr.  CUSHING  moved  to  amend  the  journal  as 
follows.    Insert  tberem  the  following  words: 

"Mr.  CcsHiNO  presented  a  petition  from  Joseph 
Young  and  others,  of  Salisbury,  in  the  State  of 
Massachusetts,  which  was  laid  on  the  table  under 
the  resolution  of  the  House  of  the  12th  of  Decem- 
ber last;  and,  on  presenting  the  same,  Mr.  Cn9HiNG 
protested  that,  in  submitting  to  the  application  of 
said  rule  to  this  petition,  he  yielded  not  to  right 
but  to  power,  conceiving  said  resolution  not  to  be 
constitutional,  and,  therefore,  in  itself  purely  null 
and  void;  which  protest  he  moved  to  be  entered  on 
the  journal,  but  which  motion  the  Speaker  decided 
to  be  oat  of  order." 

Mr.  DROMQOOLE  inquired  if  this  motion 
should  be  rejected,  whether  the  subject  matter,  or 
rather  the  gentleman's  protest,  would  not  still  go 
on  the  journall  and  be  woukl  further  inquire  if 
there  was  no  way  of  avoiding  ill  for  this  thing  was 
constantly  growing  upon  ihem,  and  should  be  put 
a  stop  to. 

The  CHAIR  replied  that  the  whole  would  go  on 
the  journal  of  this  day»s  proceedings. 

Mr.  DROMaOOLli  remarked  that  these  motions 
were  a  pretext,  a  mere  device.  A  gentleman  who 
may  be  displeased  with  the  rules  of  the  House,  or 
the  decision  of  the  Speaker  or  the  House,  can,  at 
this  rate,  come  the  next  morning  and  enter  on  the 
journal  that  which  the  Honse  refused  to  have  en- 
tered. He  hoped,  therefore,  the  House  woald  re- 
fuse to  entertain  the  proposition. 

Mr.  CUSHING  begged  leave  to  suggest  that  this 
was  no  more  a  pretext  or  device  than  any  other 
motion,  aod  the  House  frequently  entertained  such 


motions,  and  he  had  made  it  according  to  the  esta- 
blished rules  of  the  House,  whether  they  were  er- 
roneous in  practice  or  not. 

Mr.  HOWARD  concurred  entirely  with  the  gen- 
tleman lYom  Virginia,  that,  if  this  motion  was  en- 
tei^ed  upon  the  journal  of  to-day,  so  that  it  appear- 
ed on  the  journal  of  to-morrow,  the  decision  of  the 
House  wojild  be  thereby  overruled.  He  hoped, 
to-morrow,  the  gentleman  would  move  to  strike  it 
from  the  journal,  for  it  ought  not  to  be  placed 
there;  for  the  House  would  perceive  that  if  any 
member  moved  to  amend  the  journal  by  inseriing 
his  protest,  however  that  motion  might  be  decided, 
the  protest  would  still  go  on  the  jeurnal  only  one 
day  after  the  original  request  by  this  motion  te  cor- 
rect the  record,  and  next  they  would  he  called  up- 
on to  enter  speeches  upon  it. 

Mr.  ADAMS  apprehended  something  more  was 
necessary  for  the  gentlemen  than  merely  a  motion 
to  strike,  because,  as  that  motion  must  necessarily 
go  on  the  journal,  so  would  the  motion  proposed  to 
be  struck  out;  for  the  journal  is,  or  ought  to  be,  an 
entry  of  all  the  facts  that  occurred  in  their  proceed- 
ing?. This  motion  was  the  only  remedy  the  mino- 
rity had  against  the  majority.  He  hoped  this  mo- 
tion would  go  on  the  journal,  as  it  ought  to. 

Mr.  DROMQOOm  would  take  issae  with  the 
gentleman,  that  these  motions  ought  to  go  on  the 
journal.  The  Speaker  decided  the  gentleman^  [Mr. 
CusHiNG^s]  motion  to  be  out  of  order,  the  House 
acquiesced  in  it,  and  Mr.  D.  would  leave  it  to  the 
Honse  to  decide  if  the  same  motion  ought  to  go  on 
the  journal  in  another  mode.  He  was  aware  of  the 
difficulty,  that  the,moik>n  would  go  on  the  journal, 
but  it  appeared  to  him  that  the  House  ought  to  de- 
vise some  mode  to  avoid  the  recurrence  of 
this  abuse.  By  the  present  practice,  gentlemen 
mightget  uponekday,  and  give  us  a  long  tirade 
about  what  they  pleased,  all  out  of  order,  and  next 
day  place  on  the  journal  what  wa^  pronounced  out 
of  order  the  day  before.  It  was  due  to  the  coon- 
try  and  due  to  their  own  character  as  a  body,  that 
some  mode  should  be  adopted  to  obviate  this  tri- 
fling with  the  House. 

Mr.  WISE  said  as  they  were. about  enter  into 
an  argument  on  expunging,  he  shouUi  go  with  the 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  [Mr.  Adams.] 
The  journal  ought  to  be  a  record  of  facts  aud  of 
all  facts.  This  he  would  ask,  that  if  you  move  to 
expunge  the  journal,  adopt  the  Bentonien  practice, 
where  will  you  find  the  pen  in  this  Hou^c  (hat 
will  draw  the  black  lines  round  it.  Mr.  W.  moved 
the  previous  question,  which  was  carried. 

Mr.  GRANT  demanded  the  yeas  and  Bays, 
which  were  ordered. 

Mr.  BELL  inquired  if  it  was  proposed  by  the 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts  to  enter  his  protest 
on  the  journal. 

The  CH AlR.said  it  was. 

Mr.  EVANS  inquired  if  the  gentleman,  yester- 
day, on  making  his  motion,  had  sent  his  protest  to 
the  CHAia. 

The  CHAIR  replied  that  he  did  not.   - 

The  question  was  then  taken  and  decided  in  the 
negative— yeas  14,  nays  174,  as  follows: 

YEAS— Meaarn.  John  Quiucy  Adams,  Dorden,  Wm.  B.  Cal- 
houn, Gushing,  Davies,  Richard  FretchcTj  <5iddinM,  Haoiings, 
Lincoln,  Calvary  Moiris,  Pou«,  C  Robinnoo,  SoitonstaJl,  and 
TiUioghafft^U. 

NaYS— Moesra.  John  W.  Allen,  Andereon,  Andrews,  Al her- 
ton,  Aycrige,  Banks,  Dtmuy,  Beera,  noU,  Bicknoll,  Biddle,  Bird- 
sail,  Bood,  Boon,  Uouldin,  Briggs,  BroUhoail,  Bronson,  Bucha- 
nan, Bynum,  John  Calhoon,  Clynbrelenj,  William  B.  Camp, 
bell,  John  Campbell,  Carter,  Casey,  Chambers,  Chimey,  Clarlc, 
Cleveland,  Clow noy,  Cotes, Connor,*Cor win,  Crabbj  Cjai»  Crary, 
Cranaton,  CroclceK,  Cushman.  Darlington,  Dawson,  De  Grufl; 
Dromsoule,  Duncan,  Dunn,  EdwarUsi  Evans,  Evcrcit,  Ewing, 
Farrinston,  Isaac  Fleicher,  Fillmore,  Fry,  Gallup,  James  Gar- 
land, Otascock,  Goode,  Oraolland,  Grant,  Graves,  Giay, 
Grennell,  Griffin,  Haley,  Hall,  Hammond,  Hamer,  Harlan,  Ha'r. 
rlson,  Hawkinei,  Ilaynei?,  Henry,  Herod,  Hopkins,  JJoward, 
Hubley,  William  H.  Hunter,  Robert  M.  T.  Hurrter,  Ir.clijm, 
Tbue.  B.  Jackson,  J.  Jackson,  J.  Johnson,  William  Coat  Jtjhn- 
eon,  N.  Jones,  J.  W.  Joneo,  Keim,  Kennedy,  Ktingensmiih, 
Legara,  Lcadbetier,  Loomic,  Lyon,  Mallory,  Marvin,  Samson 
Mason,  Mnnin,  Maury,  May,  Maxwell,  McKay,  Robert  Mo- 
Gielian,  Abrabam  McCIellan,  MeKennan,  Menefee,  Mercer, 
Millar,  Mitchell,  Mont£omery,Morgao,  Maihiaa  Morris,  Samuel 
W.  Morris,  Murray,  Nay  lor,  Noble,  Noyes,  Parmenicr,  Par- 
rie,  Payaier,  Peck,  Pennybacker,  Petrikin,  Phelps,  Pickens, 
Plumer,  Pope^  Pratt,  John  U.  Prentiss,  Serzeant  S,  Premivs, 
Putnam,  Rariaen,  Randolph,  Reed,  Rencher.  Ridg way,  Riven, 
Ramsey,  Russell,  Sawyer.  Augustine  H.  Shepperd,  Charles 
8hepard,  Shields,  She|»Ior,  Sladv,  Snydnr,  flouthf(atc,  Spencer, 
Sianlv,  Stuart,  Stone,  Sttation,  Swearingen,  Tnliaferro,  Tay- 
lor, TituB,  Tohiod,  Toucey,  Towns,  Turnoy,  Underwood,  VaiJ. 
-     T,  Wtekf,  John  Whlta,  UwtoWhittlewy 
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WiUlam«,8herrod  WHIiain*,  Jawd  W.  WilliHins,  JoMph  L. 
Wlillami,  ChiiBtopher  II.  Williami,  Wit«,  Word,  Wonhing^ 
ton,  Y«ll,  and  York»-174. 

Bo  the  motion  of  Mr.  Ccishing  was  decided  in 
the  negative. 

Mr.  MALLORY,  on  leave,  submitted  the  foi- 
Idwing  resolaiion,  which  lies  over  one  day,  uocter 
the  rulr: 

Resolved^  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  be  di- 
recie  J  to  inform  this  House  what  measure*,  if  any, 
had  been  taken  to  carry  into  effect  the  act  of  1836, 
making  an  appropriation  for  the  selection  of  sites, 
and  the  erection  of  marine  barracks,  at  Chsrle:»toD, 
Gosport,  and  Pensacola. 

Mr.  CAMBREL£NG  then  rose  and  said  that 
as  they  liad  got  through  with  all  the  petitions  yes- 
terday, he  hoped  the  House  would  indulge  him 
with  an  opportunity  of  reporting  four  important 
bills  froffv  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  MeanF. 
He  slated  further,  that  he  had  no  wish  to  inter- 
fere with  the  motion  in  relation  to  the  late  defal- 
cations. 

Mr.  WISE  expressed  bis  anxiety  to  go  on  with 
his  remarks  on  that  subject;  but  he  would  not  ob- 
ject to  the  request  of  the  chairman  of  the  Commit- 
tee of  Ways  and  Means. 

Mr.  MERCER  wished  the  motion  to  embrace  all 
the  commiiiees. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  so  modified  it,  but 

Mr.  WISE  objected;  whereupon,  Mr.  C.  moved 
a  suspension  of  the  rules- 
Mr.  CHAMBERS  remarked  that  they  had  con- 
sumed more  time  already  than  would  have  been 
necessary  to  report  from  half  the  committees,  if  the 
gentleman  from  Virginia  had  not  interposed  his 
objection. 

The  motion  prevailed,  and  the  committees  were 
called  in  their  order  for  reports. 

WISCONSIN  ELECTION, 

Mr.  BUCHANAN,  from  the  Committee  on 
Elections,  to  which  had  been  referred  the  subject 
of  the  contested  seat  of  the  Delegate  from  the  Ter- 
ritory of  Wisconsin,  made  a  report,  accompanied 
by  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  J.  D.  Dott  is  entitled  to  a  seat  in 
this  House  as  a  Delegate  from  Wisconsin  Terri- 
,  t  )ry,  and  that  John  W.  Jonss  is  not  entitled  to  the 
seat. 

The  report  having  been  read, 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  moved  that  it  be  postponed 
to,  and  made  the  order  of  the  day  for  Thursday 
next,  and  printed. 

Mr.  BHONSON  moved  the  <*  special"  ord^r, 
which  Mr.  B.  accepted  as  a  modification,  and  the 
motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG,  from  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means,  reported  a  bill  making  appro- 
priations for  the  current  and  contingent  expenses 
of  the  Indian  Department,  and  for  fulfilling  treaty 
stipulations  with  the  Indians. 

Mr.  C.  also  reported  a  bill  making  appropria- 
tions for  the  naYal  service  for  the  year  1839. 

Mr.  C.  also  reported  a  bill  making  appropria- 
tions for  the  support  of  the  army  for  the  year  1839. 

Mr.  C.  also  reported  a  bill  more  efifectually  to 
prevent  frauds  in  |he  collection,  keeping,  transfer, 
and  disbursement  of  the  public  vevenue,  and  to  pun- 
ish public  defaulters. 

Mr.  CHAMBERS,  from  the  Committee  on 
Claims,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Grifiiih 
Combe  and  John  P.  Ingle,  trustees  of  the  brick 
Capitol. 

Also,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  Fille- 
brown,  jr. 

Also,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Philip  Marshall,  and 
the  legal  representatives  of  John  Marshall,  deceased. 

Mr.  C.  also  made  adverse  reports  on  the  cases  of 
Thomas  Rogers,  executor  of  Charles  BiuLS,  de- 
ceased, and  Arcbange  Lecroix. 

Mr.  RUSSELL,  from  the  Committee  on  Claims, 
made  an  unfavorable  report  on  the  petition  of  Hen> 
ry  HnlK,  asking  compensation  for  diflTerence  of  ex- 
change and  depreciated  currency  which  was  repaid 
and  advanced  by  him  as  Consul  at  St.  Salvador 

Mr.  CUSHMAN,  fron\  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce, reported  the  following  resolution,  which  was 
concurred  in. 

Resolved,  That  the  House  bill  number  96,  being 
a  bill  for  the  reorganization  of  the  Treasury  De- 


partment, and  the  bill  number  472,  being  the  bill  to 
define  the  number,  compensation,  and  duties  of 
officers  of  the  customs,  be  reprinted  and  laid  on  the 
tables  of  the  Houf«,  and  that  the  chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  Commerce  give  notice  to  the  House 
that  he  will,  on  Wednesday  next,  ask  it  to  go  into 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union 
to  consider  sai<il  bills. 

Mr.  CASEY,  when  the  Committee  on  the  Pub- 
lic Lands  was  called,  rose  and  stated  that  he  un- 
derstood from  the  Commissioner  of  the  General 
Land  Office,  that,  in  order  to  a  right  under^anding 
of  that  document,  it  was  necessary  that  the  maps, 
plans,  and  diagrams,  accompanying  his  annual  re- 
port, should  be  printed  with  it;  and  Mr.  C,  now 
made  a  motion  to  that  effect,  which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  EWING  then  sabmiited  a  similar  motion 
in  relation  to  a  map  accompanying  the  President^ 
message  of  yesterday  on  the  iubjeci  of  the  Wabash 
and  Erie  canal;  which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  CRAIG,  from  the  Committee  on  Revolu- 
tionary Claims,  reported  the  following: 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  legal repretentatives  of 
John  Barnes,  deceased.  ' 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  legalxepresenUtives  of 
Nathan  Lamme,  deceased. 

A  bill  for  th«s  relief  of  the  legal  representatives  of 
Captain  Tarpley  White. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representatives  of 
Capt«  Thomas  Cooke,  deoeasd. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representatives  of 
James  Burton,  deceased. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Roger  Stayner,  a  captain 
in  the  army  of  the  Revolatioii. 

A  bill  to  authorize,  the  payment  of  seven  years* 
half  pay  on  account  of  the  Revolutionary  services 
of  Edward  Wade. 

A  bill  to  authorize  the  same  on  account  of  simi* 
lar  services  of  William  Gregory. 

A  similar  bill  on  account  of  the  services  of 
James  Cont^ay. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD,  from  the  same  committee, 
reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Levi  Chadwick. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  LEADBETTER,  the  bill  was 
ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading  to-mor- 
row. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  also  reported  the  follow- 
ing, viz: 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representatives 
of  Col.  Francis  Vigo. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representatives  of 
Licnt.  Col.  Wm.  Fountain,  deceased. 

A  bill  to  authorize  the  issuing  of  land  warrants 
in  certain  cases;  and 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representatives 
of  Lathrop  Allen,  deceased. 

Mr.  TALIAFERRO,  from  the  same  Committee 
reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  Tho- 
mas Wishart.  Also  a  bill  for  the  relief .  of  the 
heirs  of  P.  Thornton. 

Mr.  A.  H.  SHEPPERD,  from  the  same  Com- 
mittee, reported  the  following,  viz : 

A  bill  to  authorize  the  payment  of  seven  years* 
half  pay  on  account  of  the  Revolutionary  services 
of  Francis  Eppes,  deceased. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representatives 
of  Capt.  James  Pervis,  deceased. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representatives 
of  Dr.  Charles  Taylor,  deceased.  . 

Mr.  MORGAN,  from  the  Committee  on  Revo- 
lutionary Pension,  reported  the  following: 

A  bill  for  the  relief  oi  Solomon  Prewett. 

A  bill  lor  the  relief  of  Joo.  England. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Jacob  Bangh. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Elizabeth  Jones,  and 
others.    And 

A  bill  for  the  reHef  of  Oliver  Peck. 

Mr.  JOHNSON  of  Virginia,  from  the  same 
committee,  reported  the  following: 

A  bill  granting  a  pension  to  Susanna  Roe.    And 

A  bill  restoring  the  name  of  John  Davis  to  the 
pension  list. 

Mr.  SIBLEY,  from  the  same  committee,  report- 
ed a  bill  granting  a  pension  to  Elizabeth  Durant. 

Mr.  SHERROD  WILLIAMS,  from  the  Com- 
mttiee'on  Invalid  Pensions,  reported  a  bill  for  the 
relief  of  the  widow  of  Capt.  James  Hunter. 

Also,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Fielding  Pratt. 

Mr.  MERCER,  from  the  Committee  on  Roads 


and  Canals,  repotted  a  bill  giving  the  assent  of 
Congress  to  the  0Opp|emcDury  act  of  f  he  General 
Assembly  of  the  State  of  Viiginia,  incorporatiiif 
the  Falmouth  and  Alexandria  Railroad  Company, 
and  moved  its  engrossmenL 

Mr.  PETRIKIN  moved  its  commitment  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  MERCER  insisted  that  that  would  defeat 
the  bill,  which  did  not  require  commitment,  and 
had  already  twice  passed  the  House. 

Mr.  PETRIRIN  said  it  had  become  a  matter  of 
some  consequence  to  the  country  to  know  bow' 
these  charters  were  framed,  and  particularly  to  pro- 
vide some  stipulation  to  compel  this  company  to 
carry  the  mail  of  the  United  Suites  at  a  fair  rate  of 
compensation.  These  companies,  by  their  extor- 
tion, were  now  going  on  to  absord  the  whole  reve- 
nue of  the  Post  Office  Department;  and  wherever 
Congress  had  the  power,  whenever  these  compa- 
nies came  here  to  ask  for  favors,  he  wished  te  com- 
pel them  to  take  a  fhir  price  for  their  services. 
Moreover,  he  was  at  a  loss  to  see  why  these  com- 
panies should  always  have  precedence  over  all  ^ 
other  claimants.    He  must  insist  on  his  motion. 

Mr.  JOHNSON  of  Maryland  remarked,  that  if 
the  gentleman  had  amendments  to  offer,  be  could 
do  it  now. 

>  Mr.  HAYNES  said  that  there  were  some 
very  important  proVisions  contained  in  this 
bill-  A  reference  was  made  in  it  to  diffe- 
rent acts  of  the  Yiiiginia  Legislature,  and 
how,  without  further  examination,  could  they 
know  what  those  acts  were?  Besides,  there  were 
many  less  important  bills  than  this  sent  to  the  Com- . 
mtttee  of  the  Whole.  He  was  told  this  bill  had 
passed  4his  House  several  times,  but  that  made  bo 
dififerenoe  with  him;  all  he  could  say  waa,  that  he 
knew  nothing  of  those  laws  of  Virginia,  or  the 
extent  and  nature  of  the  privileges  granted  to  this 
company,  but  the  reasons  were  siiong  enough  with 
him  to  induce  him  to  vote  for  the  commitment  of 
the  bill. 

Mr.  MERCER  would  inform  the  gentleman 
from  Geoi^ia  that  this  bill  had  not  only  passed  Ihe 
House  before,  after  a  full  discussion,  but  the  gen- 
tleman himself  was  here  at  the  time.  He  could 
assure  him  that  when  the  bill  came  up  to  morrow, 
he  would  cheerfully  listen  to  the  gentleman^  aiiga- 
ment.  The  object  of  his  present  motion  was  sim- 
ply to  put  the  bill  in  such  a  position  as  to  secure 
action  upon  it  this  session. 

Mr.  TILLINGHAST  could  assure  the  gentle- 
man from  Pennsylvania  that  the  bill  had  under- 
gone the  fullest  examination  in  the  committee  re- 
porting it,  and  the  fullest  discussion  oh  its  previous 
passage. 

Mr.  POPE  saw  no  necessity  for  committing  this 
bill,  for  all  it  proposed  was  to  give  the  company 
leave  to  construct  their  road  through  a  few  miles 
of  this  District.  It  took  no  money  out  of  the 
Treasury,  nor  granted  any  extra  privileges. 

Mr.  PETRIKIN  replied,  that  small  as  this  mat- 
ter appeared  in  Ihe  eyes  of  some  gentlemen,  Ici 
but  an  effort  be  made  to  amend  the  bill  5o  as  to  de- 
prive the  company  of  the  power  of  charging  more 
than  a  fair  price  for  carrying  the  mail,  and  these 
very  gentlemen  will  immediately  raise  a  boisteroas 
hue  and  cry  about  their  corporate  rights.  Mr.  P. 
reiterated  his  statement  in  relation  to  the  extortions 
of  railroad  companies. 

After  a  few  further  remarks  from  Mr.  JOHN- 
SON  of  Maryland,  the  motion  to  commit  was  disa- 
greed to,  and  the  bill  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading  tc -morrow. 

Mr.  LINCOLN,  from  the  Committee  on  tbe 
Public  Buildings  and  Ground.^,  reported  a  joint  re- 
solution authorizing  an  examination  and  payment 
of  the  claims  of  the  workmen  upon  tbe  public 
buildings;  which  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading  to-morrow. 

Mr.  WISE  then  asked  leave  to  proceed  with  his 
remarks  on  the  subject  of  Samuel  Swartwout*s  de- 
falcation. 

Mr.  PETRIKIN  objected. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  hoped  there  would  be  no 
objection. 

Mr.  FETRIKIN  p^^sv^vVft^— 

Mr.  WISE  movert  a,  suspension  of  the  rulec, 
which  prevailed.  ' 
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Tbe  qaestfon  was  on  the  following  resolutioD, 
moved  some  days  since  by  Mr.  Cambreleno: 

Bmhii,  That  so  mnch  of  tHe  commuoication 
of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  of  the  8th  of 
Dceemtter,  1838,  as  relates  to  the  default  of  Sam- 
uel Swanwoat  be  referred  to  a  select  committee, 
lod  that  %o  much  as  relates  to  the  adoption  of  fur- 
ther nieasQits  for  increasing  the  pubic  security 
MgungL  similar  defalcations  be  referred  to  the  Com- 
BJttee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

Mr.  GARLAND  of  Virginia  requested  his  col- 
leagie  to  preymy  to  allow  him  to  lay  on  the  table 
an  ameiidinent  he  designed  to  offer  as  soon  as  he 
eoald  obtain  the  floor. 
Mr.  WWE  giving  way- 
Mr.  GARLAND  sent  to  the  table  the  following 
ameidment,  giving  notice  he  would  offer  it  here- 
afier. 

Rttriwi,  That  so  mnch  of  the  Presidents  mes- 
sige  as  relates  to  the  defalcation  of  Samuel  Swart- 
wnt,  htte  Collector  at  New  York,  be  referred  to  a 
leket  committee  of  nine  memben:,  to  be  chosen  by 
laRot;  and  that  said  committee  do  farther  inquire 
♦isio  the  alleged  defalcation  of  Wm.  M.  Price,  lale 
Dstriet  Attorney  of  the  same  city;  and  into  any 
other  deialeations  or  abuses  in  reference  to  the 
eofiKtioD,  safekeeping,  and  disbursement  of  the 
poblic  money. 

Thai  said  committee  have  power  to  send  for  per- 
sois  and  papers;  that  they  report  all  facts  connect- 
ed-with  sQch  defalcation,  which  they  may  deem  pcr- 
tioeal;  aad  what  further  legislation,  if  any,  may  be 
necessary  to  prevent  the  samo  in  future. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  said /he  would  accept  this 
as  a  modification,  except  tfiat  part  of  it  which  re- 
lated to  the  mode  of  choosing  the  committee. 

Mr.  WISB  then  proceeded  with  his  remarks, 
Soiog  mto  a  general  review  of  the  proceedings  on 
the  fonaer  Select  Committee  of  Investigation  of 
vhich  he  was  chairman,  and  went  on  to  show  that 
efciy  allegaiion  he  had  made  against  the  abuses 
ifid  oorrapiions  of  this  Administration  had  been 
^astained. 


%  EnroUed  BUU, — Messrs.  Ykll  and 

NOTIS. 

SeUd  CommUUe  on  tht  memcrial  of  the  Slate  of 
^tfgitfir  the  pmfment  of  a  certificate  of  Revolution- 
«nrW*.— Messrs.  Diwsow, Potter,  A'tcriso,  Hon- 
Tia,  of  Virginia,  and  Sodtagate. 

&lecl  Committe  on  the  memorial  of  the  heirs  of  J' 
Jtnuey. — ^Messrs.  Underwood,  Hawcs;  Lewis, 
JssnntR,  Holt,  Miller,  and  Boon. 

On  the  Tobacco  Trade. ^Messrs.  Jenifer,  Coles, 
Shields,  Howard,  Harrison,  Sergeant,  Lead- 
MTrsft,  Underwood,  and  Johnson,  of  La. 

IN  SENATE. 

Saturday,  December  22,  1838. 

Mr.  NORVELL  presented  the  memorial  of 
'William  Hont,  James  F.  Otis,  Erastus  Brooks, 
William  Blwyn  Moore,  E.  Kinsman,  and  William 
H.  Witman,  slating  that  they  are  severallv  re- 
porters of  Congressional  proceedings  for  the  Balti- 
mote  American,  New  York  Express,  Ohio  Slates- 
man,  Geongia  Journal,  Southern  Patriot,  Charles- 
ton Courier,  Mobile  Register,  Lancaster  Inielli- 
geacer,  and  that  by  the  rule  of  the  Senate  they  are 
deprived  of  :hc  opportunity  and  privilege  of  ob- 
taining information  of  Congressional  proceedings 
for  thdr  respective  papers;  that  the  provision  of 
Ok  Senate  ezdosively  furnishing  the  facilities  they 
8ik  to  city  reporters,  does  not  furnish  the  people  of 
Ihe'eountry  with  full  reports  of  what  takes  place 
laiil  several  days  after  the  date  of  such  transao- 
lians,  whcrvas  it  is  the  duly  and  purpose  of  the 
ibove  named  reporters  to  transmit  such  Intelligence 
ky  each  day's  mail;  and  praying  that  the  Senate 
naj  assign  them  such  seats  on  the  floor,  or  in  the 
talJerie?,  as  may  enable  them  to  discharge  their 
taties  to  those  wboFe  agents  they  are.  The  memo- 
jial  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Contin- 
lemFond. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS  of  Maine  Submitted  the  fol- 
hwiag  resolution,  "which  was  considered  and 
laopled: 

Mnohtd,  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be  request- 
It  to  communicate  to  the  Senate  such  infotmatlon 
IB  any  be  in  his  possession,  in  reference  to  the  de- 


fefice  of  the  froaiicr  uf  the  State  of  Maine,  and  the 
number  of  tioops  now  employed  within  the  Stale, 
and  the  posts  at  which  they  are  stationed.     . 

The  PRESIDENT  communicated  a  report  from 
the  Treasury  Department,  in  compliance  with  the 
provisions  of  ihe  act  of  March  2,  1831,  for  the  re- 
lief of  sundry  insolvent  debtors  of  the  United  States: 
laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  LYON,  on  leave,  and  in  pursuance  of  no- 
tice given,  introduced  a  bill  for  the  ivlief  of  J.  and 
W.  Beeson  and  others;  which  was  read  twice,  and 
referred. 

The  PRESIDENT  presented  a  memoiial  of  the 
only  child  of  Lieut.  Nathaniel  Fanning;  which  4(vas 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

The  PRESIDENT  presented  the  memorial  of 
Chauncey  Hall,  prayins;  the  patronage  of  Congress 
for  a  valuable  discovery;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Patents. 

Mr.  CALMOUN  presented  the  presentment  of 
the  grand  jury  of  the  district  court  held  at  Colum- 
bia, S.  C.  complaining  of  the  low  compensation 
made  to  the  district  attorney,  the  jurors,  and  wit- 
nesses attending  said  court:  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Judiciary.  , 

Mr.  WILLIAMS  of  Mississippi  gave  notice 
that  he  would  to-morrow  introduce  ^  bill  to  explain 
and  amend  the  act  for  the  appointment  of  commis- 
sioners to  adjust  titles  to  lands  under  the  14ih  ar- 
ticle of  the  treaty  of  1830,  with  the  Choctaw  In- 
dians. 

Mr.  CLAY  of  Alabania  gave  notice  that  he 
would  to-morrow  ask  leave  te  introduce  a  bill  to 
provide  for  the  relinquishment  of  the  16th  sections 
granted  for  the  use  of  schools,  and  the  location  of 
other  lands  in  lieu  thereof. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  House  of  Re- 
presentatives, staling  that  the  House  had  passed  a 
joint  resolution  for  the  appointment  of  a  Committee 
on  Enrolled  Bills,  and^  that  Messrs.  Yell  and 
NovEs  had  been  appointed  as  the  committee  on 
their  part,,  in  which  they  ask  the  concurrence  of 
the  Senate;  whereupon, 

Mr.  WRIGHT  moved  that  the  Senate  coriurc 
in  the  resolution,  and  that  the  Prxsident  appoint 
the  committee  on  the  part  of  the  Senate. 

The  motion  having  been  agreed  to,  Messrs, 
WILLIAMS  of  Mississippi  and  FOSTER  were 
appointed. 

The  CHAIR  communicated  a  report  from  the 
Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office,  in  com- 
pliance with  a  resoiuliau  of  the  Senate,  relative  to 
the  quantity  of  unsold  lands;  which  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  TIPTON  offered  the  following  resolution, 
which  was  considered  and  adopted: 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Pensions  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  esta- 
blishing an  agency  for  the  payment  of  pensions  at 
Indianapolis,  la. 

Mr.  ROBINSON  gave  notice  that  he  would  to- 
morrow a^k  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  esiablish  a 
land  office  at  Peoria,  in  Illinois. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  ROBINSON,  the*  Senate  pro- 
ceeded to  the  consideration  of  Executive  business, 
alter  which, 

Mr.  KING,  on  leave,  and  in  pursuance  of  notice 
given,  introduced  a  bill  to  grant  to  Slates  and  in- 
corporated companies  engaged  in  the  construction 
of  roads  and  canals  the  right  of  way  through  the 
public  lands  of  the  United  States. 

The  Senate  th^n  adj  turned  to  Wednesday  next. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES, 
Saturday,  December  22,  1838. 

[Mr.  Wise  concluded  his  remarks  on  the  Swart- 
wout  defalcation  case  about  half  past  8  o'clock 
last  evening,  when  Mr.  Cdshman  obtained  the 
floor,  and,  on  his  motion,  the  Houie  adjourned.] 

The  first  business  in  order  was  the  motion  of 
Mr.  Adams,  to  refer  a  petition  presented  by  him  a 
day  or  two  since,  praying  the  establishment  of  in- 
ternational relations  with  Havti,  to  the  Cumm  tice, 
on  Foreign  Aifaiis,  wiih  instructions  (o  consider 
and  report  thereon. 

Mr.  Dromgoole,  on  the  same  occasion,  having 
called  for  a  division  of  the  question,  it  was  n»w 
taken  on  the  motion  of  reference,  and  decided  in 
the  affirmative,  without  a  division. 


The  petition  having  been  thus  referred,  the  ques- 
tion recurred  on  the  instructions. 

Mr.  ADAMS  reiterated  what  he  had  before 
staled  as  a  reason  for  moving  thus  to  insirilct  the 
Committee  on  Foreign  Relations,  viz:  the  declara- 
tion from  the  chairman  thereof,  [Mr.  Howard,] 
thai  if  these  petitions  were  sent  to  that  committee, 
nothing  more  would  be  heard  of  them.  Mr.  A. 
contended  that  this  was  a  case  peculiarly  demand- 
ing the  serious  consideration  of  that  committee; 
and  as  he  was  proceeding  to  discuss  the  subject  of 
Abolition  petitions,  and  the  manner  they  were  dis- 
posed af  by  the  House — 

The  CHAIR  called  him  to  order. 

Mr.  ADAMS  was  again  proceeding  in  the  same 
strain,  when  he  was  again  called  to  order  by  the 
Chair.  As  Mr.  A.  was  again  about  to  proceeds- 
Mr.  BVNUM  said  if  the  gentleman  was  thus 
suffered  to  go  on,  he  hoped  some  gentleman  of  the 
slaveholding  portion  of  the  House  would  be  per- 
mitted to  answer  him. 

Mr.  ADAMS,  emphatically,  **I  hope  so,  sir." 
After  a  pause:  ''only  open  your  mouihs,  gentle- 
men; that  is  all  I  ask,  and  •  you  may  answer  as 
much  as  you  please." 

The  CHAIR  said  to  Mr.  A:  The  gentleman 
will  confine  himself  id  the  question  before  the 
House. 

Mr.  BYNUM.  I  object  to  the  gentloman^s  pro- 
ceeding, unless  by  special  leave  of  the  House.  If 
we  have  rules,  wc  may  as  well  abide  by  them;  if 
not,  we  had  belter  burn  them. 

Mr.  BRIGGS  then  moved  that  the  gentleman 
have  leave  to  proceed;  on  which  motion 

Mr.  HOPKINS  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays; 
which  were  ordered. 

Mr.  BRIGGS.  My  motion  is  that  the  gentle- 
men have  leave  to  proceed  in  order. 

The  CHAIR.  Of  course.  That  is  the  parlia- 
mentary form. 

The  question  was  then  taken  and  decided  in  the 
affirmative — yeas  114,  nays  47,  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Henry  Allen,  Anderson,  An- 
drews, Birdsall,  Bond,  Borden,  Bouldin,  Bnggs, 
Buchanan,  William  B.  Calhoun,  Casey,  Chambers, 
Childs,  Clark,  Cleveland,  Corwin,  Cranston,  Gush- 
ing, Darlington,  Dawson,  Davies,  Dunn,  Evans, 
Everett,  Ewing,  Richard  Fletcher,  Isaac  Fletcher, 
Fillmore,  Fry,  James  Garland,  Riqe  Garland, 
Giddiags,  Glascock,  Goode,  James  Graham,  Wil- 
liam Graham,  Gran tlaikl, Grant,  Graves,  Grennell, 
Haley,  Harlan,  Harper,  Hastings,  Hawes,  Henry, 
Herod,  Hoffman,  Thomas  B.  Jackson,  Jabez. 
Jackson,  William  Cost  Johpson,  Nathaniel  Jon< «, 
Kennedy,  Lincoln,  Loomis,  Marvin,  Samson  Ma- 
son, Maury,  May,  Maxwell,  Robert  McClellan, 
McKennan,  Menefee,  Mercer,  Mitchell,  Mathias 
Morris,  Calvary  Morris,  Nay  lor,  Noyes,  Parroen- 
ter,  Peck,  Pickens,  Potts,  S.  S.  Prentiss,  Putnam, 
Rariden, Randolph,  Reed,  Ridgway,  John  Robertson, 
Edward  Robinson,  Rumsey,  Russell,  Sallonstali, 
Sawyer,  Sheffer,  A.  H.  Shepperd,  Shields,  Sa>ley, 
Slade,  Snyder,  Southgate,  Spencer,  Stanly,  •Stuart, 
Stone,  Stration,  Taliaferro,  Taylor,  Tillioghast, 
Toland,  Underwood,  Vanderveer,  Albert  S.  While, 
John  White,  Whitllesey,  Lewis  Williams,  Sherrod 
Williams,  Jared  W.  Williams,  Joseph  L.  Wil- 
lisms,  Christopher  H.  Williams,  Wise,  Woid,  and 
Yorke— 114. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Atherton,  Banks,  Beatty, 
Bcirne,  Bicknell,  Boon,  Bynum,  John  Calhoon, 
John  Campbell,  Chapman,  Coles,  Connor,  Crary, 
Crockett,  Cushman,  Duncan,  Farrin^t<»n,  Griffin, 
Hamer,  .Harrison,  Haynes,  Hopkins,  Robert  M.  T. 
Hunter,  Joseph  Johnson,  John  W.  Junes,  Keim, 
James  M.  Mason,  Martin,  McKay,  Abraham 
McClellan,  Miller,  Montgomery,  Morgan,  Samuel 
W.  Morris,  Noble,  Parker,  Parris,  Payntcr,  Pctri- 
kin,  John  H.  Pjenliss,  Sheplor,  Swearingen, 
Titns,  Turney,  Wegener,  and  Webster— 47.  "   ^ 

When  the  name  of  Mr.  ADAMS  was  called, 
that  gentleman  rose  and  said  he  desired  to  be  ex- 
cused from  voting,  and  his  name  was  passed  over. 

So  the  leave  a^ked  was  granted. 

Mr.  ADAMS  then  went  on  lo  contend  ihat  the 
Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs  were  bound,  either 
to  report  on  the  merits  of  the  f  etiiions  sent  tn  them, 
or  to  assign  the  reaaoos  why  they  did  not  xleem  it 
expedient  to  report  one  way  or  the  other.    It  was  « 
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novel  pretension  set  up  by  that  committee,  that  they 
were  not  obliged  to  consider,  report,  or  even  look 
into  petitions  and  resolutions  of  Slate  Legislatures, 
nor  to  account  to  the  House  why  ihey  refused  to 
perform  the  duty  entrusted  to  them.  It  was  an 
arbitrary  assumption  of  power  by  the  committee, 
and  not  respectful  to  the  House,  which  committed 
such  subjects  to  ihem,  because  I  hey  thereby  de- 
prived the  Flousft  of  the  opportunity  of  considering 
them  itself.  He  designated  this  course  of  conduct 
as  one  of  the  devices  to  abridge  and  suppress  the 
right  of  petition.  It  was  for  this  reason  he  had 
moved  the  instructions:,  so  as  to  compel  that  com- 
mittee to  report  on  the  petition,  or  their  reasons 
for  not  reporting.  He  did  not  presume  that  he 
should  be  replied  to,  as  he  had  no  doubt  the  previ- 
ous quesiion  would  be  sprung;  but,  if  any  response 
was  made,  he  supp05ed  it  would  be  as  to  the  motives 
of  the  petitioners.  This,  however,  was  an  assump- 
tion of  inference  on  the  part  of  the  House,  which, 
if  carried  out,  would  go  to  destroy  the  right  of  peti- 
tion altogether,  except  so  far  as  it  pleased  the  will 
of  the  majority.  This  was  an  assumption  of  aibi- 
trary  power  of  the  most  detestable  character. 

Mr.  A.  tjien  adverted  to  the  question  of  Aboli- 
tion, and  in  the  course  of  his  remarks  he  said  that 
the  great  men  of  the  Revolution  were  Abolitionists, 
George  Washington  among  Ihem;  and,  if  any  man 
dared  to  deny  that  he  was,  he,  Mr.  A.  would 
prove  it. 
-  The  CHAIR  called  Mr.  A.  to  order. 

Mr.  WISE,  at  the  same  moment:  I  dsny  it 
thoroughly. 

Mr.  ADAMS.  I  thank  the  gentleman  for  his 
denial.  I  will  prove  it.  By  his  last  will  and  tes- 
tamen',  George  Washington  emancipaied  all  his 
slaves. 

Mr.  WISE.    Because  he  had  no  children. 

The  CHAIR  again  interposed,  and  said  this  dis- 
cussion was  entirely  out  of  order. 

Mr.  ADAMS.  Then  I  take  the  position  that 
George  Washington  was  an  Aboitionist  in  the  most 
exien<?ive  sense  of  the  terra. 

The  CHAIR  again  interposed. 

Mr.  ADAMS,  at  the  same  instant — Does  the  gen- 
tleman deny  that  Thomas  Jefferson  was  an  AbjJi- 
tionist? 

The  CHAIR  here  interposed,  but 

Mr.  WISE  answered— Yes,  I  do. 

Mr.  ADAMS  proceeded  by  saying,  that  every 
roan  in  the  country  had  a  perfect  right  to  be  an  Abo- 
litionist, for  he  disobeyed  no  Jaw  thereby. 

The  CHAIR  admonished  Mr.  A.  asain,  that  he 
was  entirely  out  of  order  in  this  mode  of  discus- 
sion. 

Mr.  ADAMS  then  proceeded  to  reply  to  the  re- 
marks of  Mr.  Leoare  made  some  days  ago  on  the 
power  of  the  House  to  reject  petitions. 

Mr.  BOULDIN  said  as  his  vote  on  this  occasion 
would  be  different,  both  in  regard  to  ihe  party  with 
whom  he  generally  acted,  and  had  no  reason  to 
doubt  with  whom  he  should  continue  to  act,  and 
also  in  regard  to  the  section  of  country  in  which  he 
lived,  from  what  might  be  expected  of  him,  and 
more  especially  as  some  of  his  former  votes  upon 
the  subject  of  these  petitions  had  differed  upon  dif- 
ferent occasions,  at  least  so  they  would  apparently 
s  eiii,  though  he  had  always  voted  to  the  best  of  his 
judgment,  and  with  a  view  to  the  peace  and  harmo- 
ny of  thu  country,  he  begged  leave  now  lo  state 
one  or  two  reasons  why  he  should  vole  for  the  re- 
ference of  this  petition. 

Toe  CHAIR  remmdcd  Mr.  B.  that  the  pciition 
had  already  been  referred. 

Mr.  B017LDIN  was  more  anxious  about  the  re- 
ference; but  still  he  was  anxious  upon  the  inslrnc-' 
lions.  At  a  very  early  period  in  this  controverAy, 
some  two  or  three  years  ago,  he  then  expressed  h  s 
willingness  lo  give  some  answer,  one  way  or  the 
other,  lo  these  Abolition  papers,  but  he  was  told  Vy 
snine  of  his  friends  that  it  would  operate  as  a  fire 
bra»(U  and  increase  the  number  of  the  Abolition- 
ist. He  yielded  to  the  suggestion,  and  vofed  ac- 
cordingly from  time  ta  time,  though  at  different 
times  he  had  given  votes  somewhat  different,  obey- 
ing therein  the  dictates  of  his  own  judgment. 

The  CHAIR  remarked  that  that  subject  was  not 
now  under  consideration. 

Mr.  BOULDIN  said  if  the  Crajr  would  give 


him  only  about  one-tenth  the  latitude  allowed  to 
the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  he  could  get 
out  ail  he  wantrd. 

The  CHAIR  said  ihat  remarks  made*  out  of  or- 
der could  not  be  replied  t©  in  order.  The  gentle- 
man from  Massachusetts  had  been  arrested  in  his 
remarks  whenever  they  transgressed  the  proper 
limit. 

Mr.  BOULDIN.  If  the  Chair  succeeds  no  bet- 
ter with  me  than  with  the  gentleman  from  Massa- 
chusetts— 

The  CHAIR.  The  subject  of  abolition  is  not  in 
order. 

Mr.  BOULDIN.  I  was  going  on  to  explain  why 
it  was  that  I  meant  to  vote  for  the  gentleman's  mo- 
rion, and  to  give  reasons  that  are  satisfactory  to 
myxelf;  and,  at  the  .same  time,  I  wish  to  satisfy  those 
to  whom  I  address  them,  that  they  are  good  reasons. 
If  I  am  not  at  liberty  lo  do  this,  I  am  not  willing  to 
insist  upon  proceeding  out  of  order.  I  will  ask  the 
Chair  if  I  am  not  at  liberty  to  state  that  the  reason 
why  I  will  vote  for  Ihe  gentleman's  proposition  is, 
that  the  reference  of  the  petition  and  its  considera- 
tion will  be  the  means  of  contributing  to  peace, 
happiness,  and  security,  while  the  refusal  to  do  so 
will  produce  confusion  and  civil  discord?  Are 
these  reasons  in  order  or  not? 

The  CHAIR  stated  the  question  was  on  the 
instructions,  and  not  on  the  reference. 

Mr.  BOULDIN  understood  that  perfectly  well, 
and  he  also  understood  why  he  meant  to  vote  for 
them.  The  reason  was,  that  the  considering  of  the 
subject  by  the  committee,  and  answering  it  oneway 
or  the  other,  would  give  more  peace,  happiness  and 
security  to  the  country;  while  the  refusal  to  answer 
would  produce  opj>osite  results.  ^That  was  his 
principal  reason;  and  he  wished  to  show  why  it  was, 
also,  that,  at  this  time,  he  would  give  that  vote, 
while  at  another  time  he  had  given  an  apparently 
different  vote. 

Mr.  B.  would  ask,  why  not  give  these  instruc- 
tions to  that  committee?  *Had  not  referring  before, 
and  reporting,  had  a  good  effect?  Had  it  not 
produced  peace  and  harmony  almost  throughout 
the  country?  Had  the  refusal  to  do  so  done  thib? 
Had  it  diminished  the  applications  here?  On  the 
contrary,  had  it  not  increased  them?  He  would 
refer  this  paper  and  the  instructions,  because  the 
refu*al  lo  r?fer,  and  the  refusal  to  report,  in  his 
judgment — he  would  not  impugn  the  motives  or 
judgments  of  others — ^had  produced  no  other  ef- 
fect than  he  had  described.  He  was  for  referring 
it,  and  for  rfquiring  an  answer,  because  he  was  of 
opinion  that  the  refusal  to  answer  would  produce 
the  effect  of  misrepre.senting  the  South,  that  she 
would  not  let  the  North  be  heard. 

The  CHAIR  again  arrested  Mr.  B.  for  wander- 
ing from  the  point. 

Mr.  BOULDIN  did  not  mean  to  be  out  of  order, 
and,  witq  due  defereaee  to  the  Chair,  he  was  at  a 
loss  to  perceive  that  he  was. 

The  CHAIR  ruled  otherwise. 

Mr.  BOULDIN  would  submit,  then;  but  still  he 
was  satisfied  that  he  had  a  right  to  present  such 
reasons  as  would  induce  him  to  vote  for  the  gen- 
tleman's preposition,  whether  they  were  so  to  the 
Speaker  or  not.  If,  however,  he  miaht  be  permit- 
led  to  finish  the  sentence  he  commenc'»d,  he  would 
sit  down.  It  is  this:  That  by  these  inferences, 
drawn  from  thi.<?  cx)urse.  Northern  people  are 
made  to  believe  that  Southern  people  wish  to  stop 
their  mouths,  and  this  he  did  not  hold  to  be  true. 
And,  by  the  same  inferences,  Southern  people  are 
made  to  believe  that  Northern  people  are  preparing 
to.  take  up  arms  and  march  in  battle  array  to  eman- 
cipate their  slaves,  and  neither  did  he  believe  this. 
He  haled  this  entanglement  about  rules,  special 
technicalities  as  they  might  be  teimed,  aiid  if  we 
were  to  go  to  war,  let  us,  said  he,  go  to  it  about 
something  tangible,  and  not  about  constructions  of 
the  rules  of  the  Housm.  Let  us,  at  least,  kn^w 
what  we  arc  going  to  be  set  by  the  ears  about.  He 
would  only  add,  in  cf:nclu.<:ion,  that,  by  such  misre- 
presentations and  mi.vchi«f*making  as  he  had  refer- 
red to,  the  North  and  the  South  may  be  made  to 
hate  each  other  to  that  extent  that  neither  love  nor 
Interest  can  hold  them  together. 

Mr.  BYNUM  then  took  the  floor,  and  proceed- 
ed to  reply  with  great  earnestness  to  the  remarks 


of  Mr.  AoAMs,  B.ad,  ia  the  course  of  it,  being  called 
to  order  by  the  Cbair, 

Mr.  STANLY  insisted  that  his  colleague  should 
not  proceed  without  leave  o(  the  House. 

Mr.  TURNEY  thereupon  moved  that  the  gentle- 
man have  lesrve,  and  it  was  granted  without  a  di* 
vision. 

Mr.  BYNUM  concluded  his  remarks  in  opposi- 
tion to  the  proposed  instructions. 

Mr.  THOMPSON  deprecated  all  disoussion  on 
this  subject  as  derogatory  lo  the  South. 

Mr.  PETRIKIN  demanded  the  previous  ques- 
tion. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL  of  South  Carolina  moved  to 
lay  the  moiion  for  instructions  on  the  table,  and 
called  for  the  yeas  and  nays;  which,  being  ordered, 
were,  yeas  110,  nays  46,  as  follows: 

YEA.S — Messrs.  Anderson,  Andrews,  Aiherton, 
Aycrigg,  Banks,  Beatty,  Beers,  Beirne,  Bdl,  Bick- 
nell,  Bronson,  Bynum,  John  Calhoon,  Cambrelen^, 
William  B.  Campbell,  John  Campbell,  Carter, 
Casey,  Chambers,  Chaney,  Chapman,  Cleaveland, 
Connor,  Crabb,  Craig,  Crary,  Crockett,  Cushmnn, 
Dawson,  De  Grafi,  Duncan,  Ewing,  JF*ry,  Gallup, 
R.  Garland,  Glascock,  James  Graham,  Grantland, 
Grant,  Graves,  Griffin,  Hammond,  Hamer,  Har- 
lan, Harrison,  Hawes,  Herod,  William  H.  Hunter, 
Robert  M.  T.  Hunter,  Thomas  B>  Jackson,  Jabez 
Jackson,  Henry  Johnson,  Joseph  Johnson,  Na- 
thaniel Jones,  John  W.  Jones,  Kemble,  Kennedy, 
Legare,  Leadbelter,  Lewis,  Lyon,  James  M.  Mft- 
son,  Martin,  Maury,  McKay,  Robert  McClellao, 
Abraham  McClellan,  Menefee,  Mercer,  Miller, 
Morgan,  Murray,  Noble,  Parker,  Parris,  Petrikjo, 
Pickens,Pinmer,  Pope,  Pratt,  S.  S.  Prentiss,Rencher, 
Rumsey,  Sheff<^,  Augustine  H.  Shepperd,  Charles 
Shepard,  Shields,  Sheplor,  Soutbgate,  Spencer, 
Stanly,  Stone,  Swearingen,  Taliaferro,  Taylor, 
Thompson,  Titus,  Toucey,  Tomey,  Underwood, 
Vanderveer,  Wagencr,  Webster,  John  White, 
Lewis  Williams,  Sherrod  Williams,  Joseph  L. 
Williams,  Wise,  Word,  and  Yell— 110. 

NAYS — ^Messrs.  Adams,  Heman  Allen,  John 
W.  Allen,  Bond,  Borden,  Briggs,  William  B. 
Calhoun,  Childs,  Clark,  Cofiln,  Corwia,  Cranston, 
Cushing,  Darlington,  Da  vies,  Dunn,  Everett, 
R.  Fletcher,  Pill  more  ,(Giddings,  William  Graham, 
Grennell,  Hastings,  Henry,  Lincoln,  Marrin, 
Samson  Mason,  McKennan,  Nayk)r,  Noyes,  Peck, 
Potts,  Putnam,  Rariden,  Randolph,  Reed,  Ridg- 
way,  £.  Robinson,  Russell,  Saltonstall,  Slade,  Til- 
linghast,  Toland,  Albert  S  White,  and  Yorke — 46. 

So  the  motion  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  HOPKINS  asked  leave  to  submit  a  mo- 
tion, that  when  the  House  adjourn  it  adjourn  to 
meet  on  Wednesday.  [Cries  of  "agreed,"  "agreed,^ 
with  a  few  "noes."] 

Mr.  H.  on  the  objections  being  made,  moved  a 
suspension  of  the  rules,  stating  that,  as  the  other 
branch  of  Congress  had  adjourned  over  Christmas 
day,  he  saw  no  reason  why  the  House  should  noi 
do  so. 

Mr.  GARLAND  ef  Louisiana  called  for  the 
yeas  and  nays,  bat  they  were  refused;  and  the  rules 
were  suspended — ^yeas  130,  noes  38. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS  of  Ky.  demanded  the  yeas  and 
nays,  which  were  ordered,  and  wer^ — yeas  lOO, 
nays  69. 

So  the  resolution  was  agreed  to. 

The  SPEAKER  laid  before  the  House  a  com- 
munication fron^  the  Secretary  of  the  Tress ur^^, 
enclosing  the  annual  report,  in  compliance  wiih  the 
IBih  section  of  an  act  of  Congress,  entitled  aa  act 
for  the  relief  of  certain  insolvent  d<ebtors  of  the 
United  States;  which  was,*  on  motion,  ordered  lo 
He  on  the  tabin  and  be  printed. 

Mr.  KENNEDY  asked  leave  of  the  Hoase  to 
submit  a  resolution,  giving  the  use  o(  the  Hall  of 
Rcpreiienla lives  to  the  American  Sunday  School 
Union,  on  Tuesday  evening  next,  at  half  past  7 
o'cl(ck. 

Objection  being  made  to  its  reception, 

Mr.  KENNEDY  mo^ed  for  a  suspettsioa  of 
the  rules  to  enable  him  to  ^^^^  *^- 

Mr.  PETRIKIN  ^nnV^^  ^^*^  ^^^  House  ad- 
journ  :  decided  in  ih^^^A^^^^^* 

The  question  wa^  «i^  t^^*"^  ^^^  ^^*  suspenaion 
o    the  lulcs,  and  a^  A*^^tV   Vj^^^^^c^ttUve. 

Mr.  QRAYEaa^  o^^^^  ^,  Y^Ti\A^\h«  peUUoa 
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of  Com.  Barney  ;  vhieh  on  his  motion  waa  refer- 
mi  to  the  Commitiee  on  In  valid  Pensions. 

Mr.  PABRIS  a5ked  leare  of  the  House  to  pre- 
«u  a  oeruin  petitioB;  before  taking  the  qaestion, 
however,  . 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BRIGGS, 

The  Home  adjourned. 

IN  SENATE, 
Wkdncsdat,  December  86, 1833. 
Mr.  CLAY  of  Alabama  prasented  the  petition  of 
fimeon  Geeion,  praying  confirmation  of  bis  claim 
to  a  tract  of  land  under  a  grant  from  the  State  of 
Geo/gia;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Private  Land  Claims. 

Mr.  HTJBBARD  presented  the  pclidon  of  John 
Cammiogs,  for  a  remuneration  for  exira  services; 
which  was  referred  tu  the  CommiUee  on  the  Post 
(MSoe  and  Post  Roads. 

Mr.  H.  also  presented  some  additional  papers  in 
relation  to  the  claim  of  Loomiii  and  C3ay;  which 
vpre  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  presented  the  petition  of  Lyon 
ifid  Howard,  contractors  for  bnilding  a  steam 
dfcdging  machine  on  Lake  Champlain,  praying 
conpensatjon  for  extra,  services;  which  was  refer- 
red to  the  Committee  on  Claims. 

Mr.  W.  also  presented  the  petition  of  Robert 
Townsend,  a  citizen  of  New  York,  praying  for  a 
repeal  of  the  duty  on  the  importation  of  coal; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Manufao- 
tnres. 

Mr.  ALLEN  presented  the  petition  of  citizens 
of  Erie  connty,  Ohio,  praying  for  the  establishment 
of  a  National  Bank,  the  stock  to  be  owned  by  the 
Stales;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
finance. 

Mr.  LINN  gave  notice  that  to-monow  he  would 
ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  authorizing  payment 
ID  certain  Missouri  volunteers  for  services  rendered 
in  1823  and  1836. 

Mr.  FULTON  presented  certain  resolutions  of 
die  Leglxslatore  of  the  State  of  Arkansas,  asking 
for  the  passage  of  a  law  to  authorize  the  relin- 
qoisbment  of  the  sixteenth  sections  of  land  granted 
for  the  ase  of  schools,  when  unproductive,  and 
the  location  of  other  lands  in  Uea  thereof;  which 
veie  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Pnbtic 
Lands. 

Mr.  F.  also  presented  other  resolutions  of  the 
Le^slatore  of  the  State  of  Arkansas,  asking  for 
the  passage  of  a  law  to  authorize  those  who  had 
made  improvements  on  seminary  lands  to  float 
their  pre-eoiption  rights;  which  were  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

The  following  resolutions  were  submitted  and 
adopted: 
;      By  Mr.  UNN: 

i  Pesshed^  That  the  Committee  on  Commerce  be 
I  nsiTDcted  to  inqjire  in  to*  the  expediency  of  mak- 
i  in?  an  appropriation  to  improve  the  harbor  of  St. 
:  Lodis,  Missouri. 

•Uso  reaohtd.  That  the  Secretary  of  War  send 
lo  the  Senate  the  report  (if  any  has  been  made)  of 
the  engiceer  who  had  the  saperintendence  of  the 
public  works,  undertaken  for  the  purpose  of  im- 
iroving  the  above  harbor. 

JSI39  resolwed,  That  so  mach  of  the  diflV^rent  re- 
I  porta  of  the  commissioners  appointed  under  the  acts 
rofJoIy,  1833  and  1833,  for  ihc  final  adjustment 
I  of  private  land  claims  in  Missouri  and  Arkansas 
,  as  have  been  acted  on  by  Congress,  be  referred  to 
[  Ibe  Commitiee  on  Private  Land  Claims. 
I  wfl&e  rnolved.  That  the  Commitiee  on  Commerce 
[be  insiracted  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
Baking  an  appropriation  to  improve  the  navigation 
of  the  Missouri  river  from  its  month  to  Fort  Lea- 
venworth. 

Aht  rttohed^  That  the  Committee  on  Commerce 

be  in^rac:ed  10  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  esla<^ 

Mishiog  marine  hospitals  on  the  Mississippi  and 

Ibio  riverr;  and  also  on  the  northern  lakef ;  and 

.  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  and 

^ocamente  accompanying  the'  same  be  referred  to 

e  said  committee. 

By  Mr.  STRANGE: 

fiMolted,  That  the  Committte  on  the  Post  Oflice 
nd  Pott  Roads  be  instructed  to'  inquiie  into  the 
fropfiety  of  a/fordtng  relief  to  the  securities  of 


William  B.  Peigii>on,  aa-.i  rvport  by  bill  or  other- 
wise. 

By  Mr.  FOSTER: 

RaohUf  That  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary 
inquire  into  the  propriety  of  raising  the  salary  al- 
lowed by  law  to  the  district  judge  of  East  and 
West  Tennessee. 

Mr.  ROBINSON,  from  the  Commitiee  on  the 
Post  Office  and  Post  Roads,  to  which  the  subject 
had  been  referred,  reported,  without  amendment, 
the  bill  foi  the  relief  of  Jabez  L.  White  and  Asa 
White. 

Mr.  R.  also,  from  the  same  committee,  report^'d, 
without  amendment,  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  cer- 
tain persons  therein  named,  and  the  bill  for  the  re- 
lief of  the  Nantucket  Steamboat  Company. 

Mr.  STRANGE,  from  the  Committee  on  Pa- 
tents, asked  that  leave  be  granted  to  Charles  Kel- 
ler and  Henry  L.  Stone  to  withdraw  their  petitLm 
and  papers;  which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  TIPTON,  from  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affair!!,  to  which  was  referred  the  petition  of  the 
clerks  in  the  Second  Auditor's  Office,  reported  a 
bill  for  their  benefit;  which  was  read,  and  ordered 
to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  CLAY  of  Alabama,  on  leave,  and  in  pur- 
suance of  notice  given,  introduced  a  bill  for  the  re- 
lief of  certain  settlers  on  the  public  lands,  who  ar< 
deprived  of  the  benefits  of  the  act  granting  pre- 
emption rights;  which  was  read  twice,  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  C.  also,  on  leave,  and  in  pursuance  of  no- 
tice given,  introduced  a  bill  authorizing  the  relin- 
quishment of  the  16th  section  of  land  granted  for 
the  use  of  schools,  and  the  location  of  other  lands 
in  lieu  thereof;  which  was  read  twice,  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  WALL,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Judi- 
ciary, to  which  was  referred  the  bill  to  prevent  the 
interference  of  certain  Federal  officers  in  elections, 
asked  that  it  might  be  printed;  which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  TIPTON,  on  leave,  and.  in  pursuance  of 
notice  given,  introduced  a  bill  authorizing  Peter  - 
Warner,  of  Indiana,  to  purchase  a  certain  half 
section  of  laud;  which  was  read  twice,  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Indian  AiTairs. 

Mr.  KWIGHT  presented  the  petition  of  Lieut. 
John  Burrill,  a  soldier  of  the  Revolution:  refibrred 
to  the  Committee  on  Pensions. 

Mr.  KING  gave  notice  that  to-morrow  he  would 
ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  reimburse  the  cor- 
poration of  the  city  of  Mobile  for  certain  advances 
made  in  equipping  a  volunteer  company  which 
served  in  the  Creek  war. 

Mr.  STRANGE  gave  notice  that  he  would  to- 
morrow  ask  leave,  to  introduce  a  bill  for  the  relief 
of  William  McKeever. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  HUBBARD,  the  bill  for  the 
continuation  of  the  Cumberland  road  was  post- 
poned until  Wednesday  next. 

The  bill  for  the  reduction  and  graduation  of  the 
price  of  public  lands  came  up  as  the  order  of  the 
day,  when 

'  iSdr.  CLAY  of  Ky.  hoped  that,  on  account  of  the 
thinness  of  attendance  on  the  pan  of  the  members  of 
the  Senate,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  would  not 
be  urged  at  the  present  lime.  It  would  be  recol- 
lected that,  at  his  instance,  Ihis  subject  had  been 
postponed  when  it  was  fir.st  brought  up  until  the 
succeeding  Monday;  he  had  prepared  himself  to 
ui«cuss  the  subject  at  that  time;  but  in  the  interim, 
the  whole  i.nl>jeci,  wich  the  concurrence  of  the 
friends  of  the  bill,  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Finance.  If  this  bill  is  to  be  passed,  he  hoped 
it  would  be  passed  after  a  full  consideration  by  a 
full  Senate. 

Mr.  CLAY  of  Alabama  said  that  he  hoped  the 
Senator  would  not  consent  to  postpone  it  to  a  day 
so  distant.  This  bill,  with  the  amendments  as  re- 
ported by  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands,  was  the 
identical  bill  upon  which  the  Senator  from  Ken- 
tucky and  others  who  agreed  with  him  were  heard 
in  opposition  to  It  only  four  or  five  month?  ago. 
He  was  not  di.^posfd  unnecessarily  to  urge  the  pas- 
^age  of  the  bill  now,  but  it  would  be  recollected 
that  the  debate  on  it  occupied  several  days,  and 
they  had  as  yet  heard  no  promise  that  any  new 
views  would  be  offered  on  the  subject,  or  of  any 
new  occurrences  which  would  affect  it.     It.  was 


first  postponed  at  the  request  of  the  Senator 
from  Kentueky  until  last  Monday,  and  the  report 
of  the  Commitiee  on  Finance,  to  which  he  referred, 
was  brought  in  on  the  morning  of  that  day,  so  ihat 
there  was  no  occasion  to  delay  the  bill  on  that  ac- 
count. He  was  always  willing  to  postpone  a  bill 
till  there  was  a  full  Senate,  and  he  would  consent 
to  the  postponement  now  if  the  Senator  would  fix 
on  some  day  not  so  distant  as  the  one  he  had  nam- 
ed ;  and  he  would  propose  tliat,  instead  of  this  day 
week,  that  the  postponement  be  made  te  Monday 
next. 

After  a  few  remarks  from  Messrs.  CLAY  of 
Kentucky  and  CLAY  of  Alabama,  the-proposition 
cf  the  latter  was  agreed  to,  and  the  bill  was  post- 
poned to  and  made  the  order  of  the  day  for  Monday 
next. 

Mi^  BENTON  said  that  the  time  this  bill  had 
been  delayed  had  given  him  an  opportunity  of  vi- 
siting the  General  Land  Office,  to  ascertain  how 
the  graduation  principle  worked  in  the  Chickasaw 
nation,  where  the  principle  was  in  operation,  and 
was  carried  down  to  61  cents  per  acre;  it  was  now 
at  50  cents  per  acre,  about  half  way  down.  He 
learned  that  it  worked  admirably  well,  and  he  had 
no  doubt  it  would  work  just  as  well  for  white  men 
as  it  did  for  Indians.  He  moved  that  the  papers 
embodying  the  information  derived  from  ihe  Laud 
Office  should  be  printed;  which  was  agreed  to. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  President  of 
the  United  Slates  by  Mr.  Martin  Van  Bdrbn,  jr. 
bis  private  secretary,  inclosing  a  coonmunicatiou 
relative  to  the  foriificatiens  on  Pea  Patch  island,  in 
the  Delaware  river:  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Military  Affairs,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  following  bills  were  severally  read  the  se- 
cond time,  and  considered  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  the  owners  of  the  brig 
Despatch. 

The  bill  to  reward  the  captors  of  the  privateer 
Lydia. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  sureties  of  William 
Manning. 

The  bill  to  refund  to  the  Philadelphia  and  Balti- 
more Railroad  Company,  certain  duties  paid  by 
them  on  imported  railroad  iron. 

The  bill  to  relinquish  to  the  State  of  Alabama 
the  two  per  cent,  fund  reserved  by  the  act  for  her 
admission  into  the  Union,  ior  the  purpose  ol  ma- 
king a  road  or  roads  leading  to  said  State,  was 
also  taken  up,  and  considered  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  and  after  a  debate,  in  which  it  was  op* 
posed  by  Mr.  NILES,  and  a'.'vocated  by  Messrs. 
CLAY,  of  Alabama,  WALKER,  KING,  and 
BENTON,  it  was  postppned  until  to-morrow;  and 

The  Senate  went  int«»  the  ci>nsideraiton  of  Exe- 
cutive business;  afker  which  it  adjoutned. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES, 
WxoNEsoiT,  December  96,  1838. 

The  SPEAKER  communicated  a  letter  from  the 
Hon.  John  FAiapiBLD,  a  member  from  the  State  of 
Maine,  resigning  his  seat  in  the  present  Congress; 
which,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Anderson,  was  laid  on 
the  tdble,  and  the  Speaker  directed  to  notify  ihe 
Executive  of  Maine  of  the  fact. 

Mr.  HAYNES  then  rose  and  said,  that  he  be> 
lieved,  from  the  commencement  of  the  Government  ^ 
tin  the  last  session,  the  earliest  opportunity  was 
taken  lo  consider  the  Pref  ideui^s  Message,  and  the 
duty  having,  in  a  measure,  devolved  upon  him, 
from  having  moved  the  reference,  and  the  unusu- 
ally long  period  of  three  weeks  having  elapsed 
since  the  Me»sage  was  received,  he  felt  bound  to 
submit  a  motion  that  ihe  House  go  into  Committee 
of  the  Whole  thereon,  for  the  purpose  of  distribut- 
ing it. 

Ohjection  being  made, 

Mr.  H.  moved  a  suspension  of  the  rules,  and  de- 
manded the  yeas  and  nays;  which,  being  ordered, 
were,  yeas  113,  nays  26,  as  foliowsr: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Adam.7,  Anderson,  Andrews, 
Alherton,  Banks,  Beatty,  Beirne,  'Bell,  Bicknell, 
Boon,  Borden,  Bouldin,  Briggs,  Bronson,  Bucha- 
nan, W.  B.  Calhoun,  John  Calhoon,  Cambreleng, 
Casey,  Cheatham,  Childs,  Clark,  Coles,  Corwin, 
Crabb,  Craig,  Crary,  Cushing,  Cushman,  Davee, 
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Davics,  De  Graff*,  Duncan,  Dunn,  Everett,  FiU- 
moie,  Fosur,  Gallop,  J.  Garland,  Glaacock,  J. 
Graham,  William  Graham,  Grant,  Griffin,  H^ley, 
Hamer,  Harrison,  Haynes,  lienry,  Herod,  T.  B. 
JacksuD,  Jabez  Jackson,  Joseph  Johnson,  Keim, 
Lincoln,  Logan,  Loomi9,  Lyon,  Marvin,  Samson 
Mason,  Martin,  Maury,  May,  Maxwell,  R.  Mc* 
CleUan,  A.  McClellan,  MaClure,  Miller,  Mont- 
gomery, Morgan,  Murray,  Noble,  Noyes,  Ogle, 
Parker,  Parmenter,  Paynier,  Peck,  Petrikin,  Phelps, 
Pickens,  Pdlts,  Pratt,  J.  H.  Prentiss,  S.  S.  Prentiss, 
Randolph,  Reed,  Rassell,  Sbefier,  A.  H.  Sbepperd, 
Sheplor,  Sibley,  Snyder,  Stone,  Stration,  Swearin- 

fen,  Tillinghast,  Toland,  Toucey,  Towns,  Tumey, 
fnderwood.  Vail,  Vandervcer,  Webster,  J.  White, 
Whittlesey,  J.W.  Williams,J.  L.  Williams,  Word, 
YeU,andYorke— 112.    , 

NAYS-^Messrs.  Heman  Allen,  John  W.  Allen, 
lyiiliam  B.  Campbell,  Chambers,  Cranston,  Crock- 
ett, Giddings,  Harlan,  Harper,  Howard,  Henry 
Johnson,  Menefee,  Mitchell,  C.  Morris,  Rariden, 
Ridgway,  E.  Robinson,  Rumsey,  Saltonstall, 
Shields^  Slade,  Southgate,  Stanly,  L.  Williams, 
S.  Williams-,  and    C.  H.  Williams— 26. 

So  the  roles  were  suspended,  and,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  HAYNES,  the  House  resolved  itself  into  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union, 
Mr.  J.  d.  Adams  in  the  chair,  and  proceeded  to 
lake  up  the  President's  Message. 

Mr.  HAYNES  then  moved  the  following  reso- 
lutions: 

1.  Riaolvedf  That  so  ranch  of  the  President's  Mes- 
sage as  refers  to  the  political  relations  of  the  United 
St&tes'With  foreign  nations,  be  committed  to  the 
Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs. 

2.  Resolved,  That  so  much  of  siud  Message  as 
relates  to  the  commerce  of  the  United  States  with 
foreign  nations,  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Commerce. 

3.  Resolved,  That  so  much  of  said  Message  ai 
relates  to  the  finances,  to  the  collection,  safe-keep- 
ing, and  disbursement  of  the  public  revenue,  and 
the  punishment  of  public  defaulter},  be  committed 
to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

4.  Resolved,  That  so  much  of  said  Message  as 
relates  to  the  public  lands  be  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Public  Lands. 

5.  Resolved,  That  so  much  of  said  Message  a« 
relates  to  Indian  affairs,  except  what  concerns  the 
defence  of  the  frontiers  against  Indian  hostilities 
and  the  protection  of  the  Indians  against  the  intru- 
sions of  the  citizens  of  the  United  States,  be  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs. 

6.  Resolved,  That  so  much  of  said  Message  as 
relates  tathe  defence  of  the  frontiers  against  Indian 
hostilities,  and  the  protection  of  the  Indian  tribes 
from  the  intrusion  of  citizens  of  the  United  States; 
so  much  thereof  as  relates  to  the  establishment  of 
a  manufactory  of  small  arms  west  of  the  Allegha- 
ny mountains,  and  to  a  manufactory  of  gunpow- 
der; together  with  so  much  as  relates  to  the  report 
of  the  Secretary  of  War,  and  the  public  interesfs 
entrusted  to  the  War  Department,  except  the  sub- 
jects embraced  in  the  immediately  preceding  reso- 
Hitions;  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs. 

7.  Resolved,  That  so  much  of  said  Message  as 
'   relates  to  the  militia  of  the  United  States  be  refer- 
red to  the  Committee  on  the  Militia. 

8.  Resolved,  Thai  so  much  of  the  said  Message 
as  relates  to  the  report  of  (he  Secretary  of  the  Navy 
and  the  interests  entrusted  to  the  Navy  Depart- 
ment, be  committed  to  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affair?. 

9.  Resolved^  Thai  so  much  of  the  said  Message 
.  as  relates  to  ihe  report  of  the  Postmaster  General 

and  the  condition  and  operations  of  the  Post  Office 
Deparir,:?'  .  be  referred  fo  the  Commiilee  on  the 
Post  OlliCf    nil  Post  Roads. 

10.  Resolved,  That  so  much  of  said  Message  as 
relates  to  the  District  of  Columbia,  be  committed 
t«i  the  Commiilee  for  the  District  of  Columbia. 

U.  Resolved,  That  so  much  of  said  Message  as 
relates  to  the  establishment  of  national  foundry  fof' 
cannon,  to  be  common  to  the  service  of  the  army 
and  navy  of  the  United  Stale?;,  be  leferred  to  a 
select  committee,  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 


12.  Resolved,  That  s)  much  of  saiJMetsage  as 
relates  to  the  questions  ariviug  out  of  the  manda- 
mus, issaed  by  the  Circuit  Court  of  the  District  of 
Columbia,  at  the  relation  of  Stockton  and  Stokes, 
against  the  Postmaster  Gkneral,  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Judicial y. 

13.  Resolved,  That  90  much  of  said  Message  as 
relates  to  the  next  census  of  the  United  State:?,  be 
referred  to  a  select  committee. 

Mr.  BELL  complained  that  the  House  had  been 
taken  by  surprise  by  the  motion,  and  he  hoped  the 
honorable  mo/er  would  consent  to  let  it  lie  over. 

Mr.  HAYNES  expressed  his.  surprise  that  the 
gentleman  should  be  taken  by  surprise  by  a  motion 
submitted  at  the  end  of  three  weeks,  which  ought 
to  have  been  made  npon  every  occasion  that  offier- 
ed.  He  could  assure  the  gentleman  tblat  he  had 
no  intention  to  take  any  body  by  surprise,  and, 
consistent  with  the  sense  of  duty  he  felt  npon  this 
subject,  he  conld  not  accede  to  the  gentleman^s 
proposition. 

Mr.  BELL  then  proceeded  to  review  the  topics 
embraced  in  the  message  at  length. 

He  was  followed  by  Mr.  PRENTISS  of  Missis- 
sippi, on  whose  motion  the  committee  rose  and  re- 
ported progress. 

The  SPEAKER  laid  before  the  House  the  fol- 
io tving  commnnication  from  the  President  of  the 
United  States; 

To  the  House  ef  Representatwes! 

I  transmit  for  your  consideration  the  enclosed 
communication  and  aocompanying  documents 
from  the  Secretary  of  War  relative  to  the  present 
dtate  of  the  Pea  Patch  Island  in  the  Delaware  ri- 
ver, and  of  the  operations  going  on  there  for  the 
erection  of  defences  for  that  important  channel  of 
commerce. 

It  will  be  seen  from  these  documents  thai  a  com- 
plete stop  has  been  put  to  these  operations,  in  con- 
sequence of  the  island  having  been  taken  possession 
of  by  the  individual  claimant,  under  the  decision  in 
his  favor  of  the  United  States  district  court  for  the 
district  of  New  Jersey,  and  that  unless  early  mea- 
sures are  taken  to  bring  the  island  again  within  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  Government,  great  loss  and  in- 
jury will  result  to  thefutnre  operations  for  carrying 
on  the  works.  The  importance  of  the  subject 
would  seem  to  render  it  worthy  of  the  early  atten- 
tion of  Congress.  M.  VAN  BUREN. 

WisniNOTON,  Dec.  36, 1838. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  moved  that  the  Message 
be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Mihtary  Affairs, 
and  be  printed. 

Mr,  BRIGGS  moved  to  refer  it  to  the  Com- 
mittee OB  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  was  not  particular  to 
what  committee  it  be  referred;  and  withdrew  his 
motion. 

It  was  then  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Ju- 
diciary. 

The  SPEAKER  also  laid  before  the  Hou^e  a 
communication  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
in  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  House  of 
Representatives,  the  papers  in  relation  to  the  claims 
of  Richard  P.  Barrett  to  fractional  section  of  land  in 
Illinois;  which. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CASEY,  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims. 

Mr.  HAYNES  asked  Wve  to  submit  a  motion 
to  have  the  resolutions  presented  by  him  this  day 
printed. 

Leave  being  granted,  the  resolutions  were  or- 
dered to  be  printed. 

Mr.  CUSHING  asked  leave  to  submit  a  resolu- 
tion to  grant  the  use  of  the  Hall  of  Representa- 
tives, on  Frirfay  evening,  fur  the  purpose  of  the 
delivery  of  an  address  upon  the  condition  of  the 
Oregon  Territory. 

Mr.  PETRIKIN  objected. 

Mr.  CUSHING  moved  that  the  rules  be  sus- 
pcnded  to  enable  him  to  offer  it. 

Mr.  PETRIKIN  movtd  the  House  ai^jonrn. 
Not  carried. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  motion  to 
suspend  the  rules— 65  yeas,  34  nays.  No  quorum 
voting. 

The  House,  on  motion  of  Mr.  PETRIKIN,  ad- 
journed. 


IN  SENATE. 
Thursday,  December  37,  1S38. 

The  CHAIR  presented  the  following  report  from 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  in  compliance  with 
a  resolution  of  the  Senate,  in  relation  to  deposites  in 
the  United  States  Bank  of  Pennsylvania;  and  the 
sale  and  payment  of  its  depositea. 

Trkasurt  Department, 
December  ^4, 1838. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  this  report  in 
compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  ^nate  on  the 
19th  instant,  a  copy  of  which  is  annexed. 

l^e  resolution  calls  for  information  concerning 
deposites  in  the  United  States  Bank  of  Pennsylvania; 
the  sale  of  its  third  bond;  the  payment  of  its  aecond 
one;  and  various  other  matters  supposed  to  be  con- 
nected with  those  subjects. 

The  transactions  between  the  Treasury  and  the 
United  States  Bank  of  Pennsylvania,  which  seem 
to  be  the  general  object  of  these  inqnirles,  have 
been  as  follows: 

1ft t.  The  sale  to  that  institution  of  the  stock  held 
by  the  Government  in  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  in  pursuanoe  of  a  law  passed  for  that  par- 
pose;  an  aecoant  of  which Jias  been  long  since  laid 
before  Congress. 

2d.  The  receipt  of  payment  from  the  United 
States  Bank  of  Pennsylvania  for  two  of  its  hoods 
about  the  time  they  became  due  and  which  were 
given  for  that  stock. 

3d.  Collections  made  by  that  Bank  for  the  United 
States,  in  part  payment  of  their  demand  agaios>t 
the  old  Bank  of  Columbia,  from  which  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States  had  taken  security  for  ii«>elf 
and  for  the  United  States  many  years  ago,  and  to 
the  performance  of  which  trust  the  United  States 
Bank  of  Pennsylvania  had  succeeded. 

4th.  The  payment  by  the  latter  Bapk  to  the 
United  States  of  the  sum  of  f  300,000  in  money  and 
f  59,000  in  Treasury  notes,  in  behalf  of  and  at  the 
instance  of  the  Bank  of  Kentucky,  in  di5charge  for 
FO  much  of  its  indebtedness  to  the  United  States. 

5lh.  The  sale  to  the  United  Stalfs  Bank  ot  Penn- 
sylvania of  the  third  bond  due  from  it  to  the 
United  States  in  execution  of  the  act  of  the  laki 
session  authorizii.g  it. 

With  these  exceptions,  there  have  not  been  deal- 
ings of  any  description  between  this  Department 
and  the  United  States  Bank  of  Pennsylvania  from 
jti  establishment  to  the  present  day.  No  coUeci- 
in^  or  disbursing  officer  has  ever  been  directed  by 
this  Department  to  make  any  depCMte  whaterer  in 
said  Bank,  nor  has  any  money  been  placed  by  the 
said  Bank  to  the  credit  of  the  Treasurer  of  the 
United  States  or  of  this  Department,  or,  to  my 
knowledge,  of  any  of  its  offlrers,  except  the  avails 
of  the  transactions  specifically  referred  to  abov'e; 
and,  on  the  details  of  which,  so  far  as  they  relate 
to  the  preseat  subject,  full  Information  Ls  given  in 
thecoirespondence  and  tabular  statements  annexed. 

The  sale  of  the  third  bond  of  the  United  States 
Bank  of  Pennsylvania  to  that  institution,  concern- 
ing which  a  more  special  iiiqniry  is  made  in  the 
resolution,  was  efiected  under  the  following  cir- 
cumstances. Before  the  passage  of  the  law  autho- 
rizing it,  an  application  was  made  to  the  Depart- 
ment by  the  Bank  to  anticipate  the  payment  of  a 
portion  of  the  debt  due  from  it  to  the  United  States 
upon  certain  terms  proposed  by  its  agent.  This 
application  failed  of  efiVct,  because  the  Bank  wa<s 
dissatisfied  with  the  conditions  as  to  the  kind  of 
currency  to  be  paid,  which  were  {Prescribed  by  the 
Department  The  correspondence  upon  that  sub- 
ject is  considered  to  be  embraced,  within  the  call  of 
the  Senate,  and  is  hereunto  annexed^  Apprehebd- 
ing  that  the  lesonrces  of  the  Treasury  would  not 
in  the  then  deranged  state  of  the  business  and  cur- 
rency oT  the  country,  with  certain  imperfections 
that  existed  in  the  laws  a^  to  Treasury  notes,  be 
sufficient  to  Fatif/y  the  appropriationjj  made  by 
CongroNS,  the  PfesideRt,  some  months  before  the 
aHjonrnment  of  the  last  sej«ion,  specially  invited 
the  attention  of  both  Houses  to  the  necessity  of  fur- 
ther provision  for  the  exigencies  of  the  public  ser- 
vice. 

An  act  was  aftervt^rds  passed,  authorizing  aft. 
issue  of  new  Treasury  notes  instead  of  the  old  ooe^ 
paid  in  during  the  year.  It  becoming  obviou.*,  that 
this  measure  would  not  of  itself  be  sufficient  under 
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Ibe  Jaige  appropriation  eontemplatcd,  a  bill  was  al- 
so Rfiorled,  alloving  the  ssale  of  the  3d  aad  4ili 
taids  heU  by  the  Government  against  the  Bank. 
ThebdJ,  as  reported  and  finally  passed,  contained 
a  mtrictioD  limiting  the  sale  to  **the  par  valoe  of 
ite  bood  sold  at  the  time  of  sale,  calcalated  accord- 
iag  10  the  mles  for  estimating  the  par  value  of  se- 
«iritieBiq>oii  which  interest  has  ran  for  a  time,  bat 
'^rliidi  secQrities  have  not  reached.  maiarity,»  and 
it  eoafcrred  on  the  Department  no  authority  to  en- 
ter into  any  guarantee  by  the  United  Sutes  of  the 
nhiBate  payment  of  the  bonds.  Apprehensive  that 
it  voold  be  difficalt,  if  not  impossible,  to  effect  a 
aak  of  the  bonds  or  of  either  of  them  upon  these 
ftnns,  the  Department,  whilst  the  bill  was  pendinsr, 
opened  a  correspondence  to  ascertain  whether  the 
■ame  eonld  probably  be  accomplished,  if  the  bill 
beeanK  a  law.  This  correspondence  is  annexed. 
The  replies  strengthened  the  apprehension  before 
entertained  by  the  Department,  and  the  resalt  wa.t 
communicated  to  the  chairmen  of  the  financial 
cottmtttees  of  the  two  Hoaxes  before  the  final  ac-> 
tion  of  Congress  upon  the  bill. 

Bttt  the  bill  afterwards  b«Bame  a  law  without 
any  alteraiion  in  the/  terms  or  any  guarantee  to  be 
^tvcB,  on  the  part  of  the  United  States.  The  appra- 
piiAtions  actually  made,  having  proved  to  be  uou- 
anally  great,  and  :he  expenditures  anticipated 
^lariBg  the  two  next  ensuing  months  being  much 
laiger  in  amount  than  the  immediate  mean:^ 
wfaich  the  Department  wonld  expect  to  derive  in 
aoney  Ixom  other  sources  within  those  months,  I 
at  onee  addressed  letters  to  bankers  of  the  United 
SlaieB  ai  London,  and  to  our  minister  at  Paris,  re- 
qoestittg  that  measures  might  be  taken,  without 
eleiay,  to  obtain  offers  for  those  bonds,  if  possible, 
ihMD  capitalists  in  Europe.  To  these  answers  were 
neeiTed^in  due  season,  stating  that  from  the 
abort  time  the  bonds  bad  to  rnn,  the  absence  of  the 
gnanuity  of  the  United  States  for  their  eventual 
payment  and  other  causes,  no  sale  could  probably 
he  e&eted  of  them  either  in  London  or  Paris 
the  limits  fixed  by  law.  In  the  meantime, 
r,  finding;  that  the  demands  for  the  public 
doring  the  month  of  Jane,  had  exceeded 
ibnrand  ahalf  millions,  and  expecting  as  the  fact 
earned  out  to  be,  that  they  would  equal  about  seven 
jnilhons  in  July  and  Angust,  and  finding,  also,  that 
the  available  balance  in  the  Treasury,  applicable 
io  general  purposes,  and  subject  to  draft,  fell  below 
#1,000,000,  and  that  payments  were  making  at 
limes  in  new  Treasuary  notes,  which  could  not  he 
nadered  at  all  available,  1  considered  it  necessary 
to  efieet  a  sale  of  at  least  one  of  the  bonds  at  an 
eniUer  day  than  advices  could  be  received,  and 
anypffoeeeds  realized  from  Europe.  Particular 
laqmry  was,  therefore,  instituted  in  the  city  of  New 
Toikp  and  elsewhere,  concerning  the  probability  ot 
acOtng  soon  one  or  more  of  the  bonds,  and  ai.so 
a  pablie  advertisement  was  issued,  inviting  propo- 
aals  generally  for  their  purchase. 

The  nsnlt  was,  that  from  the  abundance  of  Sta  te 
Jtecka  in  the  market,  at  very  reduced  prices,  the 
lower  rate  at  which  other  securities  of  the  Bank 
woe  selling,  and  the  want  of  a  guarentee  by  the 
United  Stales,  the  sale  was  found,  with  the  excep- 
tion hereafter  slated,  to  be  wholly  impracticable 
io  this  country,  and  was  expected  to  be  so  abroad. 
Older  the  conditions  prescribed  in  the  act.  Indeed, 
no  bids  were  at  any  time  made  for  cither  of  tiic 
bonds,  in  conformity  to  those  conditions,  except 
that  of  Char.'es  Macalister,  e^q.  of  Philadelphia, 
who  otfered  to  purchase  both  of  them  within  the 
terns  of  the  law.  In  answer  to  some  other  partic- 
ular inquiries  on  this  point,  I  would  observe,  that 
Ibe  purchase  money  fur  the  bond  which  was  8old, 
**WBS  placed  to  the  credit  of  tne  Treasurer  on  the 
hooks  of  the  Bank,'*  the  1st  day  of  August,  1838. 

^OThe  terms  on  which  it  was  nrgotiated'^  were  at 
the  par  value  of  the  .bond  at  that  lime,  computing 
il  nnder  the  limitations  prescribed  in  the  act  of 
Coagreas,  and  the  payment  was  expressly  stipu- 
Joled  to  be  made  in  specie  or  its  equivalent,  and 


placed  to  the  credit  of  the  Treasurer  in  special  de- 
pssile  iu  the  Bank  of  the  United  Slates.  The  De- 
partment hoping  it  might  be  able  to  get  through  the 
year  without  the  sale  of  more  than  one  bond,  pro- 
vided the  second  one,  due  in  September,  was  paid 
punctually,  and  in  money,  rather  than  new  Trea- 
sury notes,  not  reissuable;  and  if  disappointed  in 
this,  that  it  might  soon  have  a  better  offer  from 
abroad,  concluded  the  sale  unconditionally  of  only 
one  bond.  %ut  it  may  be  proper  here  to  notice 
the  circumstance,  that  as  no  other  offer  has  since 
been  received  in  this  country  or  Europe,  to  pur- 
chase either  of  the  bonds  for  cabh  within  the  terms 
of  the  act,  and  as  it  will  probably  be  found  neces- 
sary to  sell  ihe  other  bond  during  the  present  year, 
embarrassment  may  arise  in  effecting  the  sale 
within  ihos^e  terms,  except  to  the  Bank  itself,  un- 
less Congre.ss  authorize  the  guarantee  to  be  given 
of  its  eventual  payment.  Indeed,  it  will  be  per- 
ceived, fr9m  these  remarks  and  the  annexed  corre- 
spondence, that  the  authority  to  make  sale  of  the 
remaining  bond,  as  limited  in  the  present  law,  if 
continued  widiout  alteration,  will,  in  effect,  as  it 
has  done  already,  amount  to  a  direction  to  sell  the 
same,  when  necessary,  to  the  United  States  Bank. 
The  likelihood  of  offers  from  ether  quarters  to 
buy    it,    is    no     greater    now    than    heretofore. 

Enquiry  is  next  made  as  to  the  ^^particulars  of  any 
unr'erstaading  or  agreement,  that  the  proceeds  of  the 
same  should  be  left  in  deposite  with  the  said  Bank, 
until  vanted  in  the  ordinary  disbursements  of  the 
Government." 

Those  particulars,  as  shown  in  the  letters  annex- 
ed, wene,  that  the  Bank  should,  withoot  expense  or 
cost  to  the  United  States,  hold  this  money  in  special 
deposite  to  the  credit  of  the  Treasurer,  till  the  same 
was  wanted  for  the  public  service,  and  should  then 
pay  his  various  drafts,  as  presented,  without  any 
charge  to  the  Treasury. 

The  Department  being  deprived  of  its  nsnal 
depositories,  and  the  sum  being  very  large,  these 
stipulations  were  readily  assented  to.  To  avoid 
the  payment  of  the  bond  that  was  to  fall  due  on 
the  1st  of  October,  being  made  in  new  Treawiry 
notes,  not  reissnable,  nor  available  in  any  way  to 
discharge  appropriations,  and  which  event  was  ap- 
prehended by  the  Department,  the  written  agree- 
ment was  made  with  the  Bank,  which  will  be  found 
among  the  document.*,  stipulating,  among  other 
things,  for  tKe  payment  of  that  bond  on  drafts  to  the 
publtr  creditors,  atid  in  specie  or  its  equivalent. 
This,  though  collateral  to  Ihe  sale  of  the  other 
bonds,  wasa  part  of  the  same  negotiation. 

It  was  very  clear  at  the  time,  and  has  been  con- 
firmed by  subsequent  events,  that  the  payment  by 
the  Bank  of  its  bond  in  such  Treasury  notes,  and 
a  failure  to  make  that  arrangement  the  only  prac- 
licablfc  one  for  the  sale  of  the  third  bond,  would 
render  either  a  special  call  of  Congress  or  a  sus- 
pension of  payment  of  some  of  the  demands  npon 
the  Treasury  ineviiable.  The  Department  did  not 
feel  itself  at  liberty  to  hesitate  in  deciding  between 
an  exposure  of  the  public  service  to  either  of  those 
extremities,  by  insisting  upon  having  the  whole  of 
these  large  sums  of  money  paid  alone  time,  and 
placed  elsewhere  in  other  .suitable  depositories,  if 
any  could  be  found  in  the  present  imperfect  state 
of  the  law,  or  a  consent  to  leave  them  m  the  hands 
of  the  public  debtor  until  they  were  actually  want- 
ed, and  then  to  draw  for  them,  in  specie  or  its  equi- 
valent, when  and  where  the  public  service  re- 
quired. Especially  could  the  Department  not  hesi- 
tate, lyhen  this  course  was  not  injurious  to  that  ser- 
vice, and  it  was  unable  at  the  time  to  withdraw 
those  fundb,  except  by  the  debtor's  vslnntary  con- 
sent. 

With  regard  to  the  other  inquiry  under  this 
head,  as  to  "what  understanding  or  arrangement, 
if  any,  has  taken  place  respecting  the  benefit 
which  might  accrue  to  the  Bank  in  the  transfer  of 
money  it  would  make  to  distant  places  on  account 
of  the  Government,"  I  would  ramark  that  no  such 
understanding  or  agreernent  existed  on  the  side  of 


this  Department,  in  respect  to  the  third  bond,  whm 
the  sale  was  effected. 

But  soon  after  this  was  done,  being  apprised 
that  the  bank  entertained  an  impression,  derived 
from  some  communications  between  it  and  the 
War  Department,  and  perhaps  from  the  correspon- 
dence in  April  last,  before  relerred  to,  that  the  mo- 
ney would  chiefly  be  required  for  military  purposes, 
in  sums  of  about  a.half  a  million  monthly,  at  certain 
points  convenient  to  the  War  Department,  as  had 
been  suggested  in  communications  with  others,  and 
that  an  expectation  existed  with  the  Bank  that  the 
money  W(  ul  I  mostly  be  called  for  at  those  points, 
I  entered  in  o  an  arrangement  to  meet  this  expecta- 
tion. Such  a  C4>urse  appeared  to  be  required  by  a 
proper  regird  to  equitable  considerations,  and, 
while  (•!  (iSting,  it  is  supposed,  in  some  respects 
benefir^ially  to  ihe  Bank,  was  at  the  same  time  not 
prejuil:rial  to  the  Treasury;  but,  in  connection  with 
the  niiungement  made  as  te  the  earlier  times  and 
convcaient  places  of  paying  the  second  bond, 
proved  highly  conducive  to  promptitude  and  effi- 
ciency in  the  public  service. 

la  relation  to  another  inquiry  concerning  '*ihe 
period  when  the  sum  of  (11,(00,000,  in  part  pay- 
ment of  the  second  bond  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  was  placed  to  the  credit  of  the  Treasurer,*' 
I  stale  that  $800,000  was  placed  to  his  credit  on  the 
15th  day  of  Au^u9t,  and  (800,000  more  on  the 
15ih  September,  1838.  As  to  the  ''nature  of  the*' 
whole  agreement  on  that  subject,  I  reply  that  it 
will  be  found  in  the  correspondence  annexed. 

The  substance  of  it  was  that  about  one-^hird  of 
the  amount  of  the  b-.md  should  be  paid  in  the  mid- 
dle of  August,  one-third  in  the  middle  of  Septem- 
ber, and  the  odier  third  in  the  middle  of  October, 
as  these  periods  and  amounts  of  payment  were 
deemed  likely  to  promote  the  convenience  of  the 
Treasury,  if  not  of  both  parties,  better  than  to  pay 
the  whole  large  sum  of  near  two  and  a  half  mil- 
lions at  once  at  ihe  close  of  the  month  of  Septeni- 
ber.  It  was  further  stipulated  that  inierest  should 
cease  on  each  of  the  instalment  thus  paid  on  the 
day  they  were  placed  to  the  credit  of  the  Treasu- 
rer, and  made  subject  to  his  draft.  As  the  money 
was  wanted  at  different  points  to  meet  the  public 
expenditures  near  them,  the  drafts  of  the  Treasu- 
rer on  the  Bank,  payable  at  those  several  points, 
were  engaged  to  be  met  there  with  promptitude, 
and  in  specie  or  its  equivalent. 

In  answer  to  the  inquiry  as  to  "the  aggregate 
balance  standing  weekly  to  the  credit  of  the  Trea- 
surer in  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  its  branches 
or  agencies,  whether  subject  to  diaft  or  not,  as  well 
as  the  weekly  aggregate  balance  in  the  Treasury, 
from  the  time  the  first  deposite  was  made  in  the 
said  Bank  of  moneys  arising  from  the  payment  or 
sale  of  its  bonds  up  to  the  present  period,'*  a  state- 
ment is  annexed,  which  gives  the  particulars  re- 
quested. 

It  may  be  proper  to  add,  in  connection  with  these 
balances,  that,  between  the  suspension  of  specie 
payments  and  August,' 1838,  the  receipts  for  duties, 
exeept  after  May  last,  at  New  York  and  east  of  it, 
were  not  in  any  considerable  degree  in  money,  and 
hence  were  not  often  to  be  drawn  for  or  deposited 
anywhere.  Besides  what  was  in  the  United  States 
Bank  and  the  Mint,  the  money  in  the  Treasury 
from  April  to  September,  which  was  subject  to  draft 
and  available  for  general  purposes,  is  believed  to 
have  been  sometimes  less  than  $200,000,  and  sel- 
dom to  have  equalled  a  million. 

Deprived  as  the  Department  was  of  most  of  its 
general  depositories  since  the  spring  of  1837,  a:id 
without  any  specific,  well  guarded  system  instead  c>f 
them,  having  been  provided  by  law,  the  drafts  of  the 
Treasurer,  when  any  money  was  collected,  as  it  has 
been  largely  since  the  more  general  resumption  of 
specie  payments  in  August,  were,  therefore,  direct- 
ed to  be  drawn  first  on  those  collectors  andrteeiverft 
who  ha.i  no  banic  of  general  depositee  and  jresided 
near  the  place  of  disbursement. 

in  this  way  most  of  the  funds  in  the  hands  of 
coUeotors  and  reoeivcFi  have  \>ce^  dnwn  for  ear- 
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]iei»i,  or  I'c  amouDt  in  their  haodt;  kept  low  by  de- 
posites  ill  appropriate  bankB,  while  in  general,  little 
iin»  b  M-n  drawn  from  tthy  banks,  except  what  was 
frutii  lime  to  time  needed  to  stipply  the  deficiency. 

i:<  :  seqaently  their  aggregate  balances  have 
ch:.r  red  slowly  in  amount..  Bot  the  funds  due 
from  ihp  United  States  Bank,  and  allowed  to  re* 
main  there  till  wanted,  being  freqaenUy  needed  at 
points  wh<rre  the  money  held  by  the  collectors  and 
receivers  were  small,  hitvc  been  drawn  for  more 
rapid ly  than  those  io  most  other  banks.  Indeed,  on 
the  1 7th  insiant,  they  had  been  drawn  for  to  an 
amount  equal  to  the  whole  of  the  third  bond  sold, 
and  all  of  the  second  bond  afterwards  paid,  except 
$1,282,317,  leaving  still  sobject  to  draft  only  that 
balance,  and  the  amount  of  ^0,000  which  it  as* 
pumed  to  pay  to  the  United  States  for  the  Bank  of 
Kentucky. 

Information  is  also  desired  in  the  resolution  con- 
cerning **  all  the  branches  or  agencies  of  the  said 
Bank  of  the  United  Stares,  on  which  the  Treasury 
Department  has  drawn  drafts,  the  amount  of  pub- 
lic money  directed  to  be  placed  arieach,  and  of  the 
drafts  severally  drawn  on  ihetn,  and  the  rates  of 
exchange  between  Philadelphia,  and  each  of  the 
places  to  which  sums  were  ordered  to  be  trans- 
ferred." 

Ail  the  drafts  drawn  on  any  funds  in  the  United 
States  Bank  have  been  drawn  on  the  Bank  itself* 
But  in  cases  where  the  disbursement  was  to  be 
made  near  the  points  heretofore  mentioned,  as  ar- 
ranged for  partial  payments,  the  drafts  have,  by  a 
memerandam  attached  to  then,  been  fhade  pay- 
able at  those  points  by  the  persons  or  local  banks, 
previously  designated  for  that  purpose  to  the  Trea- 
surer by  the  United  States  Bank.  A  schedule  is  an- 
nexed ot  the  points  or  places  of  payments;  the 
amoupt  of  money  agreed  to  be  paid  at  each  of  those 
points;  the  persons,  agents,  or  banks  indicated  at 
each,  and  the  amount  of  drafts  already  drawn  on 
each. 

11  will  be  seen  that  at  several  of  them  the  whole 
Fums  have  been  drawn  for,  and  the  residue  will 
probably  be  needed  in  a  few  weeks. 

The  inquiry  a;$  to  ''the  rates  of  exchange  be- 
tween Philadelphia  and  each  of  the  places  to  which 
sn  nis  were  ordered  to  be  transferred,**  cannot  be 
otherwise  answered  than  by  saying  that  no  such 
iranitfers  have  been  ordered;  but  the  rates  betweei^ 
that  city  and  some  of-the  places  of  payment  agreed 
on,  and  detailed  in  the  schedule,  can  be  given,  so 
far  as  they  appear  in  th<  difierent  prices  current  re- 
ceived at  this  office.  No  particular  date  being 
specified  in  the  resolution,  and  the  exchange  hav- 
ing varied  greatly  between  the  first  of  Au^st  and 
the  present  period,  I  can  only  add,  that  from  the 
sale  of  the  bond  till  recently  the  rates  Me  believed 
to  have  been  nominally  high,  on  account  of  the  de- 
ranged condition  of  the  currency  and  the  continued 
sa^pension  of  specie  payments  by  most  of  the  banks 
in  the  West  and  Southwest.  But,  at  the  bame 
lime,  specie  or  its  equivalent  i^as,  at  that  period, 
quoted  in  many  of  those  places  at  a  large  per 
cent,  higher  than  the  local  currency;  so  thf«t  the 
difference  in  exchan^f!  between  them  and  Phila- 
delphia, in  i-erie  or  jUn  equivalent,  or  in  Treasury 
notes,  or  in  United  States  Bank  notes,  is  be- 
lieved not  in  reality  to  have  been  large,  and 
that  all  the^e  were  often  et  a  higher  premium,  va- 
rying frdm  one  and  a  half  to  two  per  cent,  than 
evei  bills  of  exchange!  on  Philadelphia.  Thus,  as 
an  illustration,  at  Nashville,  on  the  20th  July,  ex- 
change on  the  east  is  quoted  at  eight  and  a  half  to 
nine,  specie  at  nine  to  eleven,  Treasury  notes  at 
ten,  and  United  States  Bank  notes  at  nine  to  i en,  or 
from  one  half  to  one  and  a  half  percent,  higher 
than  exchange.  Su  on  the  12th  of  September,  at 
Naichex,  exchanjjcon  Philadelphia  and  Ne'v  York 
is  quoted  ai  fiftceti  to  sixteen  premium,  and  United 
States  Bank  notes  aad  Treasury  notes  at  seventeen 
to  eighteen,  and  Kpecie  at  eighteen;  making  specie 
or  Treasury  note^^  or  United  States  Bank  notes  there 
from  two  to  three  percent,  moie  valuable  than  ex- 
change on  New  York  or  Philadelphia. 

In  conclusion,  the  resolution  asksfor  "the  amount 
BO  lar  as  it  can  be  conveniently  ascertained,  that  has 
been  drawn  from  the  B^nkofthe  United  6- aus,  its 
branches,  or  agencies,  or  in  noMibof  saM  Bink,  for 
paying  Indian  aDnufnka  «r  oQmt  ekiimsui  ihc  In- 


dians on  the  CJovernment,  or  for  dafrayiag  the  ex- 
penses attending  the  removal  of  the  Indiana,  and, 
ia  general,  ihe  nature  of  the  arrangements  (if  any) 
made  for  the  more  distant  public  disbursements  in 
the  notes  of  the  Bank,  together  with  all  the  corre- 
spondence, agreements,  and  instructions,  given  or 
entered  into,  connected  with  any  or  all  the  heads  of 
inquiry  above  stated." 

The  Department  generally  has  no  means  of  in- 
formation in  its  power  as  to  the  kind  of  mooey 
which  is  afitirally  paid  by  the  banks  on  any  of  the 
Treasurer's  drafts.  But  the  original  agreements 
in  this  case  having  been  that  the  payments  should 
be  specie  or  its  equivalent,  and  the  j^ublic  creditors 
and  public  officers  knowing  that  they  were  entitled 
to  these,  it  is  to  be  presumed  that  they  have  gene- 
rally, if  not  always,  been  made  in  this  raannei:. 

No  arrangements  have  been  formed  by  this  De- 
partment, nor  any  instructions  given  by  it,  as  to 
any  diflfbrent  kind  of  paymput.  All  the  drafts 
placed  on  the  Bank  have  been  duly  honored,  so  far 
as  the  information  of  this  Department  extends,  ex- 
cept in  one  ca%  at  Mobile,  where  the  agent  of 
the  Bank  did  not,  in  the  first  instance,  offer  the 
kind  of  currency  demanded;  but  it  was  afterwards 
paid  satisfactorily  and  without  prejudice  co  the 
public  service. 

With  regard  to  the  call,  under  this  head,  for  "all 
the  correspondence,  agreements,  and  instructions 
given  or  entered  by  the  Department,  and  connec- 
ted with  any  or  all  the  heads  of  inquiry  above 
stated,"  copies  of  all  supposed  to  beAr  on  the  sub- 
ject are  annexed. 

The  closing  paragraph  af  this  part  of  the  reso- 
tlution  further  requests  to  be  informed  by  the  Secre 
tary  of  the  Treasury,  "of  the  nature  of  the  arrange- 
ments made  with  him  by  those  banks;  in  which,  ac- 
cording to  his  report  of  the  3d  inst.  portions  of  the 
public  money  have  been  .  plaoed  to  the  credit 
of  the  Treasurer  on  special  4eposite;  the  kind 
of  money  in  which  the  said  special  deposite 
were  made;  whether  the  same  were  en- 
tered on  the  books  of  the  Bank;  whether 
the  identical  moneys  deposited,  have  continued  to 
be  held  by  the  banks;  whether  the  drafts  of  the 
Treasury  Department  that  have  been  drawn  on 
these  deposites,  have  been  paid  in  the  specific 
moneys  deposited;  and  whether  the  balances  re- 
maining are  part  and  parcel  of  the  very  moneys 
originally  deposited." 

The  arrangements  made  with  the  banks,  that 
hold  special  deposites,  or  deposites  to  the  special 
credit  (/f  Uic  Treasurer,  have  been  regarded  as  tem- 
porary iu  their  nature  or  character,  and  have  in 
moi^'t  cases  therefore  been  informal.  It  having 
been  expected  that  Congress  would,  at  an  early  day, 
adopt  some  general  system,  that  could  be  carried 
into  practical  eflfect  on  the  subject  of  keeping  the 
public  money;  and  comparatively  few  collections 
having  been  made,  except  io  Treasury  notes  and 
Treasury  drafts,  since  the  suspension  of  specie  pay- 
ments, till  within  the  last  three  months,  the  Depart- 
m^ni  has  deemed  it  most  respectful  to  Congress, 
to  ab&tain  from  adopting  any  uniform  and  perma- 
nent arrangement  on  the  subject  of  deposites  in 
banks,  not  selected  under  the  general  deposite  act, 
but  to  use  them  for  the  present,  ot  least,  only  as 
necessity  should  require. 

The  deposite  act  of  June,  1836,  not  having  been 
repealed,  it  is  still  the  duty  of  the  Department  to 
place  all  of  the  public  moneys  in  general  deposite 
in  banks,  if  suitable  ences  can  be  found,  which 
are  in  a  condition  to  comply  with  the  requirements 
of  that  act,  and  are  willing  to  take  them.  But  as 
staled  in  the  annual  report,  a  suflicient  number  of 
them  to  satisfy  the  requirements  of  that  branch  of 
the  public  service  could  not  be  found.  No  public 
moneys  can  by  the  existing  laws  be  deposited  with 
collector  or  receivers,  except  such  as  have  been 
collected  by  ihembelves.  In  the  abs'ence,  therefore, 
of  asufilci/nt  number  of  banksi  under  iho  general 
deposite  act,  and  without  a  provision  by  law  for 
the  deposit e  of  tha  public  moneys  elsewhere,  though 
anxiously  desired  by  the  Department,  it  has  been 
obliged  to  employ  other  banks  under  its  general 
powers,  exercised  since  1789,  when  not  otherwise 
expres.sly  provided  by  Congress.  These  have  been 
Uj<«d  to  keep  such  moneys  as  accumulated  in  the 
hands  of  the  collectors  and  receivers,  beyond  #h|it  i 


was  deemed  safe  uader  their  present  securities  and 
liabilities,  and  aho  such  as  were^  paid  into  the 
Tieasury  from  other  sources. 

I  a  cases  of  deposites  in  bank,  made  specially,  the 
money  has,  in  some  instances,  been  placed  in'Fpe- 
cie,  in  boxes,  fastened  up,  and  not  to  be  withdrawn 
by  the  receiver  or  others,  without  the  draft  -of  die 
Treasurer  on  him,  payable  at  the  bank  where  die 
specie  deposite  was  made.  In  other  cases,  h  lias 
been  placed  in  specie,  or  bills  of  specie  pacing 
banks,  to  the  credit  4>f  iw  Treasurer,  sometimes  as 
*4n  special  deposites,*'*  and  sometimes  as  **iife  de- 
posite to  his  special  credit,"  and  allowii^  the  bmnk 
to  have  entire  change  of  it  afterwards.  • 

But  in  all  these  latter  cases,  as  explained  in  the 
recent  annual  report  on  the  finances,  it  is  inder- 
stood  that  the  money  is  to  be  kept  ready  for  p«y- 
ment  at  any  moment,  b  ut  is  not  required  io  be 
set  apart,  or  specially  secured  in  a  box,  chest,  .or 
bag.  It  may  be  paid  out  by  the  oflficeis  of  die 
bank,  on  the  draft  of  the  Treasurer,  wit  boot  bis 
presence  or  that  of  the  depositor;  and  aeceas  noRt, 
of  course,  be  constantly  had  to  it  by  thos-  oftoers. 

No  other  course  of  deposite  of  our  current  faods 
is  practicable  in  fiscal  operations,  without  incartfbg 
an  expense' whk:h  the  Department,  without  express 
legislation,  did  not  feel  warranted  in  iacofriiig,  lor 
the  temporary  objects  contemplated  daring  the  last 
few  months. 

In  answer  to  the  further  specific  questions  in  the 
concluding  clause  of  the  resoiation,  it  may  be  added 
that,  in  some  of  these  cases,  the  kind  of  moacjr  de- 
posited is  Slated  by  the  receiver  or  collector,  in  bis 
return,  and  in  some  it  is  reported  by  the  bsnks. 
But  it  is  always  supposed  to  be  m  legal  dar- 
rency. 

It  is  presumed  that,  in  some  cases,  the  draffs  are 
paid  out  of  the  identical  moaey  deposited,  tmt  in  a 
few  only  that  the  precise  money  deposited  ia  re- 
tained till  then,  and  the  balance  remaining  a  put  of 
the  original  deposite. 

Should  Congress  adjourn  without  making  any 
new  provision  as  to  the  keeping  of  the  pobtie  mo- 
ney,  and  should  much  of  it  accumulate  at' several 
points  before  it  is  disbursed,  the  Department  woold 
feel  bound,  under  its  supervisory  dutyof  aeeing 
that  this  money  be  kept  safely  as  possible,  to  adopt 
some  uniform  rule  on  the  subject  of  deposiies,  wbe^ 
ther  special  or  general,  in  banks  not  able  to  be'  se- 
lected under  the  act  of  1836.    ' 

It  would  feel  obliged,  also,  to  introduce  aone 
general  system  for  its  faithful  custody  till  ^id  out, 
provided  a  safiiciency  of  banks,  at  suitable  ptaees, 
could  not  be  obtained,  in  conformity  to  the 'act. 
'  But  it  would  deeply  regret  the  necessity  of  being 
left  to  the  exercise  of  powers  so  wide  and  geoetal; 
powers  so  likely  to  be  misused,  mtsonderslood,  and 
misrepresented,  and  ardently  hope.s,  as  often  stated 
on  former  occasions,  to  be  relieved  from  the  4-e- 
sponsibility,  as  well  as  necestity,  of  doing   it  by 
some  specific  legislation  for  keeping  the  public  mo- 
ney, which  may  be  suited  to  the  present  eondition 
of  the  country,  be  susceptible  of  a  safe,  tin i form, 
and  practical  operation,  ami  afibrd  those  <ifaocks 
and  securities  which  are  so  essential  to  the  presaer* 
vation  of  publiemoralityr,  as  well  as  public  fkith. 
Respect  f all  V, 

LEVI  WOODBURV, 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
Hon.  Richard  M.  Jomtios, 

President  of  the  Senate. 

When  the  report  was  rfsil, 

Mr.  NILES  moved  thai  five  thousand  addiliohal 
copies  should  be  printed.  lie  said  he  would  state 
very  briefly  the  rea^-nns  which  inda:ed  him  to  move 
for  printing  an  extra  number  of  copies  of  the  re- 
port. The  impoiiance  of  the  paper,  he  ihoaght, 
might  fully  justify  the  motion  he  had  snbmii^ed; 
bill  as  he  was  not  in  the  habii  "f  asking  fbr  print' 
ing,  he  should  not  have  d'l.citui  this  inMance, 
had  there  not  been  special  reasons  to  which  he  de« 
sired  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Senate. 

The  course  which  thr;  mover  [Mr.  Rivi»]  of  the 
resolutions,  to  which  this  report  is  a  response,  saw 
fit  to  pursue,  when  they  were  und*  consideration, 
was  very  extraordinai  y  a^*^  wholly  unexampled^ 
so  far  as  his  experien^  ^^"^>  ^°^  ^^  doubted 
whether  any  fteced^m  ^•o^\Abe  found  of  a  pnxseed- 
lag  *o*  UttttsuAl,  i^^j .  ijn  >iw  judgment,  Bo^tti^hat. 
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Hie  lesolatioDy  beiog  one  of  ioqoiiy  only,  its  adop- 
lioB  wu  a  matter  of  eoarse;  yet  the  gentleman  had 
nade  it  the  oooasioa  for  a  long,  and  evidently  a  pre- 
paied,  speech,  occupying  nearly  two  boon.    This 
neaieditaied   assaalt   od    the    Secrelary   of   the 
Treasafy,  and  the  President  himself,  containing 
chaiges  and  insinnations  of  a  very  grave  character, 
^wasbaaed  on  an  assampiion  of  the  troth  of  the  facts 
eajiedfor  in  the  resolation.    The  Sscrttary  was 
ini  eondemaed,    and    the   sentence  pronoonced 
against  him  has  heen,  or  will  be,  published  and  sent 
toth  to  the  world,  and  afVerwards  was  to  be  per- 
mitted to  be  heard  in  his  defence.    It  was  not  bis 
pBTpose  now  to  speak  of  the  unfairness  and  injus- 
tice of  Oiis  proceeding;  but  he  alluded  to  it  as  a 
xasoo  why  we  ought  to  publish  an  extra  number 
of  the  report,  which  was  not  only  an  answer  to  the 
lewlationsy  but  also  to  thegentleman's  speech.   He 
did  not  complain  of  the   Senator's  course;   it 
was,  perhaps,    perfectly  proper  for  him,  in  his 
aaxiety  to  criminate  the  Administration,  to  make 
hii  speech  lirst,  and  obtain  (he  facts  upon  which 
it  purports  to  be  founded  afterwards.    But  as  the 
^peeeh  had  gone  forth  to  the  country,  ii  was  cer- 
tainly proper  that  the  report  should  also  be  circn- 
kied  somewhat  extensively,  that  the  people  might 
aodecAand  the  facts  inaiie  case,  and  be  able  to  de- 
cide how  far  the  impoiations  rest  on  any  founds- 
tioB  in  truth.     This  premediuted  blow  at  the  Ad- 
miikistFation,    however   unexpected,    and  oomiog 
from  a  quarter  which  heretofore  bad   professed 
frieadship,  gave  him,  as  one  of  its  humble  support- 
ers, no  sort  of  uneasiness  or  apprehension.    He 
had  eaiefull J  listened  to  the  report,  and,  if  he  had 
let  nusunderstood  it,  it  was  a  complete  answer  to 
the  Senator'^  speech,  and  a  most  satisfactory  expla- 
nation and  refutation  of  all  his  gratuitous  aocusa- 


If  he  did  not  misapprehend  the  speech,  the  bur- 
den of  the  Senator^  complaint  was,  that  the  Ad- 
BinislratioD,  in  conducting  the  concerns  of  the 
Treasury  the  past  year,  had  departed  from  in 
avowed  principles,  and  had  acted  in  conformity  lo 
the  Senator'^  own  views.  This  seeins  to  be  ,ihc 
essential  ground  of  complaint;  and  he  would  not 
slop  to  inquire  with  what  propriety  such  a  com- 
piuatcame  from  the  quarter  it  did.  It  is  made  a 
senotts  charge  against  the  Secretary,  and  even  the 
President,  that  they  have  restored  the  connection 
^ween  the  Treasury  and  the  banks,  and  have  re- 
vived the  deposite  system,  and  made  use  of  ihe 
ageoey  of  hanks,  particularly  the  Pennsylvania 
Bank  of  the  United  States.  This  is  the  charge: 
that  the  Secretary  has  done  preciscjy  what  the  Se- 
aaior  so  efien  to!d  ns  he  ought  to  do — made  use  of 
the  Stale  banks  as  depositories,  and  as  fiscal  agenu 
10  disburse  and  transfer  the  public  funds  which 
they  may  be  wanted.  All  this,  it  is  alleged  is  wholly 
ifieensiscent  with  the  avowed  purposes  of  the  A«i- 
miniftratioD  and  its  supporters  here,  who  during  the 
last  two  sessions  of  Congress,  occupied  no  mihII 
^omonof  their  time,  in  aiiemptiog  to  effect  an  v.- 
tiie  separation  of  the  financial  concerns  of  tlij 
Government  from  all  banks. 

It  seems  now  to  be  insinuated  that  in  these 
efforts  neither  the  Executive  nor  his  supporters  on 
dus  floor  were  sincere,  and  that  the  real  object  was 
10  use  the  banks  without  any  legal  regulation  or 
Mraint.  How  this  insinuation  is  to  be. recon- 
ciled with  the  charge,  so  zealously  urged  and  so 
long  persevered  in  by  the  Senator  and  those 
with  whom  he  acted,  he  leA  for  the  gentleman 
and  his  new  fnends  to  decide.  It  was  suffi- 
cient for  his  present  purpose  to  say,  that  the  report 
which  had  just  been  read  proved  conclusively 
to  his  mind  that  the  Administration  bad  not  ievive<l 
the  deposite  system,  nor  in  any  respect  changed 
lis  views  on  this  sobject.  It  appeared  that  the 
transactions  with  the  United  States  Bank  were  en- 
tively  confined  to  the  sale  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  to  the  Bank,  of  two  of  its  own  bondt^, 
which  were  stipulated  to  be  paid  for  in  specie,  and 
drafts  on  the  Bank  deemed  equivalent  to  specie. 
fin  much  of  the  avails  of  the  bonds  as  was  not 
Wiaied  for  immediate  use  was  permitted  to  remain 
ja  the  Bank,  which  was  the  original  debtor  of  the 
Uailed  Slates,  and  placed  to  the  credit  of  the 
Trtaauier.  These  drafts  were,  some  of  them, 
.paid  by  other  hMAcs  asi^pcnoies,  aft  distant  points. 


where  the  oonvenience  of  the  public  service  re- 
quired, but  were  all  drawn  on  the  United  States 
Bank,  and  the  fund  received  for  the  sale  of  the  two 
bonds. 

If  there  was  any  thing  wrong  in  the  negotiation  of 
these  bonds  to  the  United  States  Bank,  and  he 
could  not  perceive  that  there  was,  the  Secretary 
tells  us  that  it  was  an  act  of  necessity,  as  the  Trea- 
sury could  not  get  along  without  the  money,  and  as 
no  other  purchaser,  either  ia  this  country  or  in 
Europe  oould  be  found;  the  difficulty  of  negotiat- 
ing the  bonds  to  any  one  but  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States,  which  was  the  debtor,  being 
increased  in  consequence  of  the  act  of  Con- 
gress, which  authorized  the  sale,  containing 
no  provision  that  authorized  the  guarantee  on  the 
part  of  the  United  States  of  their  ultimate  payment, 
it  appears  that  no  public  moneys  have  been  depo- 
sited either  on  special  or  general  deposite  with  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  and  that  its  agency  has 
in  no  way  been  used  or  soii^ht  1^  the  Treasury, 
except  in  regard  to  the  payment  of  its  own  bonds, 
whicii  had  been  purchased  in  upon  terms  mors  ad- 
vanasgeotts  to  the  Treasur?  than  could  be  obtained 
from  any  other  quarter.  The  delay  in  paying  over 
the  avails  was  no  doubt  advantageous  to  the  Bank, 
without  being  detrimental  to  the  Qovemmeat,  as 
the'money  was  paid  when  wanted  for  the  public 
service. 

In  these  transaction?,  growing  entirely  out  of  the 
claims  of  the  United  States  upon  the  Bank,  he  could 
see  nothing  that  hwked  like  a  revival  of  the  depo- 
site system,  or  a  concession  that  the  agency  of 
banl^  is  necessary  in  eondncting  the  concerns  of 
the  Treasury. 

In  regard  to  other  State  banks,  it  appears  that 
the  only  connection  the  Treasury  has  had  with  any 
of  them — except  those  four  or  five,  he  believed, 
which  were  still  depositories  under  the  act  of 
1636— was,  that  in  some  few  instances,  special 
deposites  had  been  made  in  some  of  them.  In  the 
absence  of  any  general  law  to  regulate  the  action 
ot  the  Treasury— the  deposite  system  being  broken 
down,  yet  a  fragment  of  it  remaining,  o^y  suffi- 
cient to  embarrass  the  action  of  the  Department-^ 
it  most  be  apparent,  that  daring  the  past  year,  the 
finances  cannot  have  been  condacted  on  any  uni- 
form and  settled  principle.  The  Secretary  has 
been  compelled  to  act  on  different  rules,  according 
to  the  circumstances  under  which  the  public  reve- 
nues have  been  placed,  for  their  security  and  safe 
keeping.  In  some  instances  he  had  found  it  neces- 
sary to  make  special  deposites  in  banks,  from  the 
failure  of  legislation  on  the  subject.  These  dcpo- 
s.ies  have  been  made  according  to  special  and  par- 
ticular contracts,  and  not  in  pursuance  of  any  gene- 
ral regulation  or  system  adopted  by  the  Department. 
In  some  cases  the  public  funds  have  been  keptiby 
themselves,  in  others  not.  These  deposites  appear 
to  yave  all  been  temporary,  and  in  the  absence  of 
any  general  system,  to  have  been  necessary  and  con- 
venient, from  the  condition  of  the  public  revenue, 
at  the  points  where  they  were  made.  These  tem- 
porary deposites  involved  no  agency  of  the  banks, 
as  they  did  not  disburse  them. 

In  these  facts,  which  appear  from  the  report,  he 
could  sse  nothing  to  suppott  the  charge  to  which 
he  had  referred,  that  the  depasite  system  had  been 
restored,  nor  any  evidence  of  a  desire  to  revive  it. 
Without  any  substitute  being  provided,  the  con- 
cerns of  the  Treasury  had  been  managed  the  past 
year,  and  one  of  great  difficulty,  without  any 
agency  of  banks,  except  in  the  few  instances  men- 
tioned in  the  report,  of  entrusting  to  some  of  Uiem, 
temporarily,  special  deposites.  All  he  desired  was, 
that  the  facts  should  go  out  to  the  public;  and  this, 
which,  perhaps,  under  any  circumstances,  would 
be  proper,  was  demanded  by  every  consideration  of 
justice,  on  account  of  the  unusual  and  extraordinary 
course  which  the  mover  of  the  resolutions  has  seen 
fit  to  pursue. 

Mr.  N's  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  presented  a  memorial  of  sundry 
citizens  of  New  York,  praying  that  Indian  Key 
may  be  made  a  port  of  entry;  which  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

Mr.  DAVIS  presented  the  petition  of  Charles 
H.  Todd,  praying  for  a  remission  of  certam  duties; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 


Mr.  BOBBINS  presented  the  petition  of  the 
Manual  Labor  Society  of  the  city  of  Washington, 
praying  for  an  act  of  inoorpoxaticn;  which  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia. 

*Mr.  LINN*  presented  the  petition  of  Rich%rd 
Coulter,  praying  for  permission  to  enter  a  tract  of 
land;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands. 

Mr.  L.  also  presented  the  petition  of  certain  ciii- 
zens  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  sjating  that  they 
are  as^oqiated  for  the  purpose  of  rearing  the  moras 
roulticaulis,  and  asking  for  a  charter  and  the  lease 
of  certain  public  lots;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Agricuhure. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  presented  a  communication 
from  the  Irtendant  of  Cheraw,  S.  C.  enclosing  the 
proseedings  of  a  public  meeting  of  the  citizens,  on 
certain  man  arrangements  to  that  place;  which  was 
referred  to  ihe  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and 
Post  Roads. 

Mr.  C.  also  presented  the  petition  of  Mr.  McKay, 
a  citizen  of  Charleston,  stating  that  in  consequence 
of  information  given  by  him,  a  vessel  was  seized 
and  confiscated  under  the  embargo  laws,  and  ask- 
ing c^nnpensation  therefor;  which  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Claims. 

Mr.  CLAY  of  Alabama  presented  the  memo* 
rial  of  Laurent  Milhtudon,  asking  for  permission 
to  erect  wharves  on  the  eastern  shore  of  Mobile 
bay;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Com- 
mecce. 

Mr.  YOUNG  presented  two  memorials  from  ci- 
tizens of  Illinois,  praying  for  the  creation  of  the 
new  mail  routes  therein  mentioned;  which  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post 
Roads. 

Mr.  MERRICK  presented  the  memorial  of  Lydla 
White,  praying  for  a  pension;  which  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Pensions. 

Mr.  M.  also  presented  the  petition  of  Joseph 
Radcliff,  praying  compensation  lor  losses  sustained 
under  a  contract  with  the  Government;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

Mr.  LINN  presented  the  petition  of  Adam  Gor- 
ham,  stating  that  he  had  performed  certain  services 
at  New  Orleans  under  the  orders  of  Commodore 
Poiter,  and  asking  remuneration  therefor,  which 
wasrefened^o  the  Committee  on  Claims. 

Mr.  WALL  presented  a  petition  from  an  asso- 
ciation, sty  i  10^  ihemselves  the  friends  of  the  slave, 
praying  for  the  abolition  of  slavery  in  the  D'a^ 
tfict  of  Columbia,  and  of  the  slave  trade  be 
tween  the  differctii  States,  which  he  moved  should 
be  received,  and  referred  to  the  Committed  on  the 
District  u[  Columbia;  which  motion  to  receive 
was, 

On  moiion  of  Mr.  KING,  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  KNIGHT  presented  a  petition  of  simitar 
import,  which  hi?  moved  should  be  received  The 
motion  ro  receive  was, 

On  moiion  of  Mr.  KING,  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS  of  Maine  presented  the  petition 
of  Rttfus  K.  Lane,  an  officer  of  the  last  war,  asking 
for  arrears  of  pension;  irhich  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Pensions. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  NILES,  the  memorial  and 
papers  of  Commodore  Isaac  Hull,  on  the  files  of 
ihe  last  session,  were  again  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Naval  Affairs. 

Mr.  CLAY  of  Kentucky  presented  the  memorial 
of  a  number  of  citizeas  of  New  York,  deprecating 
war,  and  praying  Congress  to  adopt  some  measures 
for  the  formation  of  a  Congress  of  nations,  to  settle 
disputes  between  nations:  referred  to  the  CommitF- 
tee  on  Foreign  Relations. 

Mr.  C.  also  presented  the  petition  of  a  number  of 
manufactflrers  of  starch,  of  the  city  of  New  York, 
praying  for  the  imposition  of  a  duty  on  imported 
starch:  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Manufactures. 

Mr.  LYON,  from  the  Committee  on  Private 
Land  Claims,  to  which  had  been  referred  the  bill 
for  the  relief  of  Obed  P.  Lacy,  reported  the  same 
without,  amendment. 

Mr.  LINN,  from  the  Committee  on  Private 
Laud  Claims,  to  which  was  referred  tha  following 
bills,  reported  them  severally  without  amendment: 

Abillfortheralief  of  Isabella  Hill,  widow,  and 
John  Hill,  BUsahelh  Hill,  and  Samuel  HiU,  chiMnn 
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ftiul  minor  heirs  al  law  of  Samuel  Mill,  deceased. 

A  bill  lo  I  oDtiDue  in  force  the  "Act  for  the  final 
adjnstmeiit  of  private  land  claims  in  Misuari,'* 
approved  July,  1832,  and  the  act  sappletnental 
(horcui,  approved  March  3,  1833. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Sebastian  Butcher  and  the 
heirs  and  legal  representatives  of  Bartholomew 
Batcher,  Michael  Botcher,  and  Peter  Bloom. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  Bogy. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Michael  Ambrister. 

A  bill  tA  authorize  the  issaini;  of  a  patent  to  the 
heirs  or  legal  repiiesentatives  of  Francis  Rivard, 
deceased. 

Mr.  CLAY  of  Alabama,  from  the  Committee 
on  Public  Lands,  to  which  was  referred  the  bill 
aathorizingthe  relinquishment  of  the  sixteenth  sec- 
tions of  land  granted  for  the  use  of  schools,  and 
the  location  of  other  lands  in  lieu  thereof;  also, 
the  bill  for  the  relief  oi  certain  settlers  on  the  pub- 
lic lands,  who  were  deprived  of  the  benefits  of  the 
pre-emption  act  of  June  19, 1834;  reported  them 
severally  without  amendment. 

Mr.  TIPTON,  ttom  the  Committee  en  Indian 
Aflfairs,  to  which  had  been  referred  the  bill  for  the 
relief  of  Peter  Warner  of  Indiana,  reported  the 
same,  without  amendment. 

Mr.  KING,  from  the  Committee  on  Commerce, 
to  which  had  been  referred  the  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Asa  Armington;  also,  the  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Elisha  Eldridge;  reported  them  severally,  without 
amendment. 

Mr.  LUMPKIN,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Post  Office  and  Past  Roads,  to  which  had  been  re- 
ferred the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  W.  Owen, 
.  John  W.  Skidmore,  and  others,  reported  the  same, 
without  amendment. 

Mr.  MOUTON,  from  tiie  Committee  on  Private 
Land  Claims,  to  which  had  been  referred  the  fol- 
lowing bills,  reported  the  same  severally  without 
amendment: 

TJie  bill  to  ci-^nfirm  certain  land  claims  in  the 
6fa*e  of  Missouri. 

The  bill  to  confirm  certain  land  claims  in  the 
Washita  District,  Indiana. 

Two  bills  for  the  relief  of  Charles  Morgan  of 
Lottiaiana. 

The  bill  to  confirm  certain  claims  to  lands  be- 
tween the  Rio  Hondo  and  Sabine. 

The  following  resolutions  were  submitted  and 
agreed  to: 

By  Mr.  LYON; 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Commerce  be 
instrncted  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  esta- 
blishing at  the  city  of  Detroit,  in  the  State  of  Michi- 
gan,^ a  hospital  for  the  relief  of  the  9ick  and  disa- 
bled seamen  and  navigators  of  the  great  American 
lakes. 

By  Mr.  CLAY  of  Alabama: 

Restlved,  That  the  Committee  on  Commerce  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  esta- 
blishing a  port  of  entry  at  the  city  of  St,  Joseph, 
in  the  Territory  of  Florida. 

Mr.  KING,  on  leave,  and  in  pursuance  of  no- 
tice given,  introduced  a  hilt  for  the  relief  of  the 
corporate  anthorities  of  Mobile;  which  was  read 
twice,  and  referred. 

Mr.  STRA  NQE,  on  leave,  and  in  pursuance  of 
notice  given,  introduced  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 
William  Lefevre  of  North  Carolina:  read  twice, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pensions. 

Mr.  MERRICK  gave  nbtice  that  he  would,  to- 
morrow, introduce  a  f>ill  for  the  relief  of  the  lieirs 
of  Francis  Newman,  late  collector  of  direct  taxes  in 
the  State  of  Maryland. 

Mr.  LYON,  on  leave,  and  in  pursuance  (f  no- 
tice given,  introduced  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Daniel 
Goodwin;  which  was  twice  read;  and  referred. 

Mr.  PIERCE,  from  the  Committee  on  Pensions, 
to  which  had  been  referred  the  petition  of  James 
H.  Bradford,  made  an  unfavorable  report  on  the 
same. 

Mr.  P.  from  the  same  committee,  to  which 
had  been  referred  the  petition  of  Samuel  Col- 
lins, reported  a  bill  for  his  relief;  which  was  read, 
and  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr^  PRENTISS,  from  the  Committee  on  Pen- 
sions, made  unfavorable  reports  on  the  petitions  of 
Elias  Carpenter,  Jacob  Slye,  and  Jedediah  Hunt. 
>  On    motion    (>f  Mr.    P>    ibe  saae   commit- 


tee was  discharged  from  the  further  considera- 
tion of  the  petition  of  Esther  Sampton. 

Mr.  TALLMADGE  gave  notice  that  he  would 
hereafter  ask  leave  to  introduce  a  joint  resolution 
proposing  certain  amendments  to  the  Constitution 
of  the  United  States. 

The  following  bills  trere  severally  read  the  third 
time  and  "passed: 

The  bill  for,  the  relief  of  the  owners  of  the  brig 
Despatch. 

The  bill  to  reward  the  captors  of  the  privateer 
Lydia. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  sureties  of  William 
Manning,  late  collector  of  the  customs  for  the  dis- 
trict of  Beaufort,  N.  C. 

The  bill  to  refund  to  the  Philadelphia,  Wilming- 
ton and  Baltimore  Railroad  Company  the  duties 
paid  by  them  on  certain  imported  railroad  iron. 

Mr.  ROBINSON,  on  leave,  and  in  pursuance 
of  notice  given,  introduced  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Daaidl  B.  Bush;  which  was  twice  read  and  referred. 

The  Senate  took  up,  as  the  unfinished  business 
of  yesterday,  the  bill  to  grant  to  the  StaU  of  Ala- 
bama the  two  per  cent,  fund,  reserved  by  the  act 
providing  for  her  admission  into  the  Union,  for  the 
purpose  of  making  a  road  or  roads  leading  to  said 
State. 

Mr.  BENTON  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  pro- 
viding that  it  shall  not  take  efifecttill  the  1st  Janua- 
ry, 1840. 

AAer  a  debate  in  which  Messrs.  BENTON, 
CLAY  of  Alabama,  KING,  NILES,  CLAY  of 
Kentucky,  WALKER,  CRITTENDEX,  LINN, 
and  CALHOUN  took  part,  the  amendment  of  Mr. 
BENTON  was  agreed  to,  and  the  bill  was  ordered 
to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

The  bill  to  create  an  additional  land  ofliea  in  the 
State  of  Michigan; 

The  bill  to  change  the  location  of  the  office  of 
Surveyor  of  the  Land  District,  composed  of  the 
States  of  Ohio,  Indiana,  Illinois,  and  Michigan;  and 

The  bill  to  authoriae  the  President  of  the  United 
States  to  cause  the  reserved  lead  min>8  in  Illinois, 
Wisconsin,  and  Iowa,  to  the  sold  as  other  public 
lands;  were,  severally,  read  the  second  time,  and 
considered  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  or- 
dered to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  ALLEN,  the  Senate  went  into 
Executive  business;  after  which. 

The  CHAIR  presented  a  communication  from 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  containing  a  tabulair 
statement  prepared  by  the  Register  in  obedience  to 
a  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  ITih  inst.  relative 
to  the  spms  of  money  paid  out  of  the  Treasury 
under  private  appropriations,  and  the  particulars 
connected  therewith  since  December,  1833;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  Senate^then  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES, 
TnaasDAT,  December  37, 1838. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  of  Elections  on  th«* 
right  to  the  seat  of  the  Delegate  from  Wisconsin, 
being  the  special  order  for  te-day, 

Mr.  BUCHANAN,  chairman  of  the  committee, 
hoped  ihis  subject  would  be  postponed  to  some  fu- 
ture time,  as  the  House  was  to-day  very  thmly  at- 
tended. He  would  therefore  move  that  the  con- 
sideration of  this  subject  be  postponed  till  Monday 
next,  at  1  o'clock,  and  continue  to  be  the  order  of 
the  day,  from  day  to  day,  at  the  same  hour,  until 
the  subject  be  disposed  of. 

Mr.  HAMER  suggested  that  Wednesday  or 
Thursday  next  would  be  a  much  better  day  than 
Monday,  inasmuch  as  it  would  give  to  those  gen- 
tlemen who  were  absent,  and  who  wished  to  speak 
upon  th'?  subject,  time  to  arrive  and  prepare  them- 
selves for  ihe  discussion. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  modified  his  motion,  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Hamer,  to 
Thursday  next. 

'  The  question  was  taken  on  making  it  the  special 
order  for  that  day— year  78,  nays  37;  no  quorum 
voting. 

Mr.  HOWARD  inquired  of  Mr.  Bochakan, 
at  whose  request  the  motion  for  postponement  was 
made,  and  if  the  gentleman,  the  sitting  member,  en 


whose  inotion  the  attbject  bad  been  postpunrd  till 
this  day,  wished  a  further  postpooementt  If  that 
gentleman  was  not  prepared  to  enter  into  the  dn- 
cussion,  he  would  willingly  agree  to  a  further  post- 
ponement; but,  if  not,  he  was  anxious  Jhat  the 
matter  should  be  taken  up. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  said  it  was  not  at  hi^  iostaooe 
the  motion  had  been  made,  but  in  consideration  of 
the  large  number  of  members  absent.  He  ihoufhi 
the  time  of  the'  House  would  be  economized  by 
postponing  it. 

Mr.  BRONSON  said  the  silting  member  hiA 
intimated  to  him  that  be  would  prefer  the  subject 
should  be  postponed;  upon  which  intimation  it  had 
been  his  intention  to  make  snch.a  motion  if  he  had 
not  been  preceded  in  it  by  the  chairman  of  tht 
committee. 

Mr.  JONES  of  Wisconsin  said  he  waii  willing 
and  anxious  for  the  postponement  till  Tborsday 
next,  to  afford  the  many  gentlemen  whom  he  knew 
desired  to  speak  upon  the  subject  an  opportuoity 
of  so  doing.  They  would  be  in  their  seats  at  that 
time. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  ihe  postpone- 
ment till  Thursday  next,  and  decided  in  the  affirma- 
tive— ^yeas  89,  nays  40. 

Mr.  HAYNES  moved  that  the  House  f o  into 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union 
upon  the  same  subject  on  which  the  House  was  in 
committee  yesterday. 

Mr.  LINCOLN  asked  the  gentleman  to  vilh- 
draw  his  motion,  to  enable  the  House  to  dispone  of 
an  engrossed  joint  resolution  which  was  nov  oo 
the  Speaker's  table. 

Mr.  HAYNES  refused  to  withdraw  bis  mo- 
tion. 

Mr.  CUSHINa  asked  the  gentlfmao  if  be 
would  give  way  for  a  moment,  to  enable  him  to  of- 
fer the  same  resolution  which  he  submitted  to  ihe 
House  yesterday,  granting  the  use  of  the  hall  to 
Professor  Lee  to  deliver  an  address  upon  the  condi- 
tion of  the  Oregon  territory. 

Mr.  HAYNES  refusing, 

Mr.  rUSHING  objected  to  the  motion  of  Mf. 
Hatnes  to  go  into  Committee. 

Mr.  HAYNES  then  called  for  a  suspensioa  of 
the  rule*,  to  enable  him  to  submit  his  niotion;  which 
being  decided  in  the  affirmative,  the  House  then 
resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  state  of  the  Union,  Mr.  J.  €t.>  AnxMs  vn  the 
chair,  to  consider  the  President's  Message. 

The  resolutions  submitted  by  Mr.  Haynks,  pro- 
posing to  refer  the  various  topics  embraced  in  ^Yit 
Message  to  appropriate  committees  l>eing  before  the 
committee, 

Mr.  PRENTISS,  who  wasentiUedto rtiefiooT,tt- 
suoied  his  remarks  from  yesterday,  and  having  re- 
viewed at  some  length  the  various  topics  embraonl 
in  the  Message,  and  in  particular  that  part  having 
reference  to  the  defalcations,  concluded  about  .'oor 
oVilock;  at  which  time, 

Mr.  CUSHMAN,  who  obtained  the  ftoor,  moved, 
at  the  suggestion  of  several  members,  that  the  com- 
mittee now  rise. 

The  committee  aocordiogly  rose  and  reported 
progress. 

Mr.  LINCOLN  asked  the  indulgence  of  the 
House  that  the  joint  resolution  proposing  to  in- 
demnify the  workmen  on  the  Tifensury  buildir.g  for 
the  loss  of  time  during  the  suspension  of  their 
labors  last  summer,  which  was  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed a  few  days  ago,  be  no  w  read  a  third  time. 

No  objection  being  made,  thr  resolution  receired 
its  third  reading;  when 

Mr.  RENCHER  objecied  to  the   passage  of  the 
resolution.    He  consider*^  the  priac/ple  iavolvea 
•in  it  as  unjust.    The  pe«itioners  would  make  it  ap- 
pear that  theOovemnient  was  under  an  obligation 
to  pay  them  their  wages,  whether  fhey  w^  '^ 
work  OP  not.    But  he  maintained  that  if  there  was 
any  obtigatian  at  all,  that  oblijr  o  inn  was  reciprocal; 
and  that  the  workoirn  were  us  m«cA  hoaadtore- 
main  with  Government,  m^^«  latter  was  to  pay 
them.    He  knew  that  no  o'**  ^^"^^  contend  for  i 
menaeuivhal  the  vm\rirtei^^«^^  "^^^  ^*^*  ^*f  f 
leave  at  any  iVm«  ^ J  "  u  eu^V^?^^^'^^^  ""^"^^-^l 
thereffenOie  Qi^v^,;^^';  <^^^^  ^J^^  ^^"S^ 

«r^^««  ^*iH  1^4^  ^va.  *«»  V*^ 
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be  Dored  tbc  refereooe  of  the  whole  subject  to  ihe 
Cooimiitee  on  Claims. 

Mr.  LINCOLN  hoped  the  gentleman  woatd  not 
pffsist  in  his  motion,  as  it  wunld  be  Tery  easy  to 
nliify  bim  that  the  claim  was  based  on  the  stricl- 
e$t  principles  (if  eqaity.  Mr.  L.  then  went  on  to 
shov  that  the  laborers  had  come  from  a  great  dis* 
tance,  and  were  engaged  nnder  a  promise  that  they 
sbottid  be  employed  for  the  whole  season.  All  they 
sought  f^rwas  indemnity  for  the  actual  loss  sns- 
ttioed  during  the  suspension  of  the  work  by  order 
of  ihe  President;  and  the  resolution  provided  that, 
if  they  had  in  the  interim  obtained  employment 
elsewhere,  soeb  amount  should  be  dedncted.  The 
ftct  vas,  the  men  considered  themselres  bound  to 
ectotiooe  in  the  city  under  their  agreement,  for  they 
didflot  knew  how  soon  they  might  be  required  lo 
loaffle  the  work.  It  was  trae,  the  amount  of  less 
W9S  small,  bnt,  lo  poor  men  with  large  families, 
and  V  bo  liad  no  other  resources,  it  was  an  import 
not  object.  He  felt  con6dent  that,  after  snch  an 
explanation,  all  opposition  would  be  withdrawn. 

Before  taking  ihe  question,  however, 

0.1  motioD  of  Mr.  LEQARF, 

The  House  adjourned. 

IN  SENATE, 
Fridav,  December  28,  1838. 

itfr.  LINN  presented  the  memorial  of  Philip 

Barhour,  a^kiog  compensation  for  certain  tracts  of 

I       laod  taken  from  him  by  the  United  Siate^^;  which 

I       vas  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Private  Land 

Claims. 
I  Mr.  WRIGHT  presented  additional  documents 

is  relation  to  the  claim  of  Lyon  and  Howard; 
which  were  referred. 

Mr.  W.  also  presented  the  petition  of  Frederick 
Gebfaart,  praying  that  certain  dnlies  may  be  re- 
fnnde!;  which  was  refeired  to  the  Committee  on 
Fraance. 

Mr.  HUBBARD  presented  the  petition  of  Moses 
Tnroer  for  arrears  of  pension;  which  was  referred 
10  Ihe  Committee  on  Pensions 

On  motion  by  Mr.  STRANGE, 

Ihe  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  was  discharged 
frcoi  the  consideration  of  the  petition  of  William 
R.  Cbeever,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Claims. 

Mr.  WALL,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Judi- 
(iarr,  reported  a  bill  to  explain  and  limil  the  pow- 
ers 01*  ihe  Circait  Court  of  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia; which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  a  second  read- 
inf. 

Mr.  CLAYTON,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Jadieiary,  lo  which  was  referred  the  petition  of 
Agne^i  Dandas,  reported  a  bill  for  her  relief;  which 
va^i  ready  and  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  LYON,  from  the  Committee  on  Private 
Lind  Claims,  to  which  had  been  veferred  the  bill 
to  amend  the  act  confirming  certain  land  claims  in 
Michigan,  reported  the  5ame  without  amendment. 

Mr.  LISN,  from  the  same  committee,  lo  which 
had  been  leierred  the  bill  to  authorize  John  £. 
Metcalf  and  others  to  locate  certain  pre-emption 
daims  to  land  in  Indiana,  reported  the  same  with- 
out amendment. 

Mr.  L.  from  the  same  committee,  to  which  had 
bee  referred  the  memorial  of  Philip  Barbour,  re- 
ported a  bill  for  his  relief;  which  was  read,  and  or- 
dered to  a  second  reading. 

SALT  DUTIES. 

Mr.  BENTON  rose  to  submit  a  motion,  and 
toped  that  be  might  engage  the  particular  attention 
o(  the  Senate  to  it,  because  he  was  unwilling  that 
tny  member  should  vote  on  ahy  subject  without 
divciactJy  understanding  it.  The  motion,  which  he 
d^med  to  be  of  the  greatest  importance,  was  some- 
V  lat  different  from  motions  generally  made  in 
C  egress,  as  it  had  no  relation  to  politics,  but  re- 
U  ed  solely  to  the  agricultural  interests  of  the 
cu  iDiry,  the  laboring  classes,  and  those  engaged  in 
the  pursuits  of  industry.  He  would  now  proceed 
to  stale  his  motion,  or  rather  to  read  it,  as  he  had 
reduced  it  to  writing  for  the  sake  of  precision  and 
to  enable  the  Secretary  with  greater  facility  to  take 
It  luwn.  His  motion  was  to  print  certain  papers 
r  laitn*;  to  the  salt  duties^  and  to  the  use  of  salt  in 
africnliure  and  the  various  departments  of  the 
Mimal  economy   and  v:efetabl«  kinytoii.    The 


tet  of  these  papers  owed  its  origin  to  inquiries  set 
on  foot  in  England  by  Lord  Kenyon,  before  the 
Board  of  Trade,  when  Mr.  Vansittart  was  presi- 
dent of  that  body.  The  other  was  a  series  of  evi- 
dence taken  before  the  Honse  of  Commons,  for 
the  purpose  of  showing  the  effects  of  the  salt  duty 
on  the  interests  of  the  agricultural  classes.  Both 
of  these  papers  were  ordered  by  the  House  of  Com- 
■lona  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  B.  here  read  his  motion,  as  follows: 

On  motion  by  Mr.  BENTON, 

Ordered^  That thonsaad  copies  of  the  fol- 
lowing papers  be  ordered  to  be  printed  for  the  use 
of  the  Senate: 

.  1.  Copies  of  written  evidence  (as  required  by  an 
order  of  the  British  Heute  of  Commons,  dated  24th 
June,  1817,)  which  was  laid  before  the  Board  of 
Trade,  the  right  honorable  Nicholas  Vansittart  be- 
ing president,  in  an  inquiry  recently  made  at  the 
instance  of  Lord  Kenyon  and  Sir  Thomas  Ber- 
nard, as  to  the  supposed  operation  of  the  salt  duty, 
and  restrictions  on  the  fisheries,  agriculture,  and 
laboring  clasaes  of  the  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain. — 
Ordend  hy  the  Hmue  of  Commam  to  be  prinUdy  Ath  qf 
Juiy,  1817,  {^&  folio  pages.) 

2.  The  report  of  the  select  committee  of  the  Bri- 
tish House  of  Commons,  appointed  in  the  year 
1818  to  lake  into  consideration  the  laws  relating  to 
the  salt  dnlies,  and  the  means  of  remedying  the  in- 
conveniences arising  therefrom,  and  to  report 
thereon,  with  their  observations  and  opinions,  to 
the  House,  together  with  the  minutes  of  the  evi- 
dence taken  before  them — Ordered  by  the  Hoiue  of 
Comwwm  to  be  prinUd  June   lat,   1818,  (8  foUo 

3.  Minutes  of  evidence  taken  hetore  the  same 
committee  from  the  18ih  of  March,  1818,  to  the  7ih 
of  May  of  the  same  year,  presented  to  the  Hotise 
of  Commons  with- the  report,  June  1st,  1818,  and 
ordered  by  the  Houu  to  beprnUed,  (204 /o^io  pages.) 

Mr.  B.  said  that  his  object  in  moving  to  have 
these  papers  printed,  and  a  large  number  cireula- 
ted,  was  in  the  first  place  to  diffuse  among  the  agri- 
cultural classes  of  the  United  States  the  informa- 
tion contained  in  them,  and  which  in  their  present 
form  was  inaccessible  to  them.  He  knew  of  bnt 
one  copy  in  the  United  States,  and  that  was  in  a  vo- 
lume belonging  to  the  library  of  Congress.  His 
second  object  in  view  was  to  lay  the  foundation  for 
a  bill,  hereafter  to  be  introduced,  lor  the  total  re- 
peal of  the  salt  duty.  He  had  shown  these  reports 
to  several  members  of  the  Senate,  who  concurred 
with  him  in  the  opinion  that  the  information  they 
contained  would  be  to  the  agricultural  interest  the 
most  valuable  present  that  could  be  made  by  Con- 
gress; and  large  as  the  number  was  that  he  pro- 
pesed  to  have  printed,  he  thought  he  might  venture 
to  say  in  advance,  that  every  Senator  iroald  have 
applications  for  more  copies  than  would  fall  to  his 
share.  With  this  explanation,  he  would  move  for 
the  printing  of  the  largest  number  ever  yet  ordered 
by  the  Senate,  his  object  being  that  the  informa- 
tion should  go  not  only  to  every  county  in  every 
State,  bnt  to  every  neighborhood  in  every  connty. 
Mr.  B.  then  moved  to  fill  the  blank  with  30,000,  so 
as  to  provide  for  the  printing  of  30,000  copies.  His 
own  opinion  was  that  50,000  would  not  be  too 
many. 

On  taking  the  question,  Mr.  Benton's  motion 
was  carried  without  a  division. 

Mr.  RIVES  presented  the  petition  of  John  Ro- 
berts, praying  for  the  passage  of  a  law  exonerat- 
ing him  f^om  his  liability  as  a  security;  whicli  was 
relerred  lo  the  Committee  on  Claims. 

Also,  the  petition  of  the  Petersburg  Railroad 
Company,  in  relation  to  a  mail  contract:  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  tlie  Post  OfIi«e  and  Post 
Roads* 

AIM,  the  petition  of  ihe  heirs  of  CoL  William 
Grayson:  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revolu- 
tionary Claims. 

Mr.  MERRICK,  on  leave,  and  in  pursuance  of 
notice  given,  introduced  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the 
heirs  of  Col.  Francis  Newman;  which  was  read 
twice,  and  referred. 

Mr.  MOUTON,  on  Leave,  and  in  pursuance  of 
notice  given,  introdnoed  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Don 
Carlos  Dehault  Delassus:  read  twice,  and  referred. 

Tbereponsof>tbe  Committee  on  Pensions  un- 


favorable to  the  petitions  of  Jedediah  Hunt,  H. 

Tucker,  l^ias  Carpenter,  Holly  Raper,  Jacob  Sly, 

and  James  H.  Bradford,  were  severally  considered 

and  concurred  in. 

.    On  motion  by  Mr.  LTNN,  leave  was  given  to 

William  Triplet t  to  withdraw  his  petition  and 

papers. 

Mr.  LINN  gave  notice  that  he  would  to-morrow 
ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  revive  the  act  enti- 
tled an  act  to  enable  claimants  to  land  within  the 
limits  of  Missouri  and  Arkansas,  to  institute  suits 
to  try  the  validity  of  their  claims,  approved  26th 
May,  1834. 

Also,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  James  Cochran. 

Mr.  YOUNG  presented  certain  resolutions  of 
the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Illinois,  for  a  sur- 
vey of  the  northern  and  western  lakes,  and  the 
navigable  Waters  entering  into  the  same;  which 
were  referred  \o  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

Mr.  RUGGLES  submitted. the  following  rcso- 
.lutions:  » 

Resolved^  That  the  Committee  on  Miltary  Af- 
fairs be  directed  to  consider  and  report  upon  the 
expediency  of  constructing  fortiticaiion*,  or  rsta- 
bhshing  other  defences  at  important  and  expocied 
points  on  the  maritime  frontier  of  the  State  of 
Mahie,  especially  at  Portland  harbor,  at  the  en- 
trance of  Kennebec  river,  and  at  the  nairows  of 
the  Penobscot  river;  and  that  tiiey  consider  the 
subject  with  rpference  to  the  cjaim  of  that  State  to 
an  equal  and  just  participation  with  the  other 
States  of  the  Union  in  the  benefits  of  the  system  of 
national  defeace  embraced  within  the  constitutional 
duties  of  this  Government;  and  more  especially 
with  reference  to  the  existing  controversy,  so  great- 
ly .  prolonged,  in  which  the  territorial  righrs  of 
Maine  are  involved,  a  large  portion  of  her  territo- 
ry having  been  usurpei^  by  a  foreign  power,  and 
being  now  held  in  subjection  thereto;  with  leave  to 
report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Reeohedy  That  the  same  committee  further  con- 
sider, with  reference  to  the  same  subject  of  contro- 
versy, and  the  right  which  every  State  has,  under 
the  Federal  Constitution,  to  protection  for  its  terri- 
tory from  foreign  aggres&ion,  whether  any  and 
what  further  provisions  are  necessary  to  be  made 
for  the  security  of  the  inland  frontier  of  Mainf  and 
the  staying  of  encroachments;  with  leave  t  j  report 
a3  aforesaid. 

-The  following  bills  were  severally  read  the  third 
time  and  passed: 

The  bill  to  change  the  location  of  the  office  nf 
Surveyor  General  for  the  district  composed  of  ilie 
States  of  Ohio,  Indiana  and  Illinois. 

The  bill  to  create  an  additional  1  ind  cfUce  in  the 
State  of  Michigan,  and  for  other  purposes.. 

The  bill  lo  relinquish  to  the  Sia<e  of  Alabama 
the  two  percent,  fund  reserved  by  the  act  providing 
for  her  admission  into  the  Union,  for  the  purpo^ 
of  mak'ng  a  road  or  roads  leading  to  said  Stale. 

The  bill  to  authorize  the  President  of  the' United 
States  to  cause  the  reserved  lead  mine.^  in  the  State 
of  IlUndsand  Ihe  Territories  of  Wi^cnnsin  and 
Iowa  to  be  sold  as  other  public  lands,  being  on  its 
third  reading, 

Mr.  MERRICK  ra*e,  and  expressed  his  doubts, 
whether  the  bill  in  its  present  shape  would  not  sub- 
ject the  mineral  public  lands  to  the  oj'cration  of 
the  pre-emption  laws.  In  his  opinion,  this  bill 
would  have  that  efftct;  but  as  there  existed  donbts 
on  the  subject,  he  suggested  whether  it  would  not 
be  better  to  insert  an  amendment  to  obviate  any 
such  diflSculty.  As  no  amendment,  however,  could 
be  made  at  this  stage  of  the  proceedings,  he  must, 
therefore,  move  a  reconsideration  of  iHi  votr  on 
the  question  of  engrossment,  unless,  iudoed,  (he 
Senate  would,  by  onanimons  consent,  insert  the 
proposed  amendment. 

Mr.  LINN  thought  the  Senaior  from  Maryland 
was  entirely  mistaken  in  the  construct  ion  he  had 
given  to  Ih  s  bill.  Ilr  [Mr.  L  ]  him^eIf  would  be 
glad  lo  have  the  rig'U  of  pre-emption  applied  to 
lh»e  mineral  laads,  for  he  believed  it  injurious  to 
the  interests  of  the  Slates  in  which  they  were  situ- 
ated that  they  should  continue  in  this  way  in  the 
possession  of  the  Government,  which  was  deriving 
a  miserable  revenue  from  them  by  leasing  them 
out  to  individuals.  We  were  anxious  [said  Mr. 
L.j  thfit  ihejr  should  b«  sold  to  individaals  who, 
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with  their  capital,  would  penetrate  the  bowels  of 
the  earth  and  bring  forth  its  wealth;  and  while  thus 
enriching  themselves,  add  to  the  population  and  re- 
sources of  the  State.  This  bill,  bow€v«r,  did  not 
give  the  right  of  pre  empiion,  for  it  could  not,  if  it 
did  pass  this  and  the  other  House,  and  consequently 
the  friends  of  the  measure  were  willing  that  these 
lands  should  be  put  up  to  the  highest  bidder. 

Mr.  MERRICK  did  not  coincide  in  the  views  of 
the  Senator  from  Missouri  as  to  the  policy  of  pre- 
emption rights  attaching  the  mineral  lands,  by  per- 
sons who  had  established  themselves  on  them  with- 
out the  sanction  of  law;  nor  was  he  satisfied  that 
the  provisions  of  the  bill  under  consideration  might 
not  be  so  construed  as  to  bring  these  lands  under 
the  operations  of  the  pre-emption  act. 

Mr.  LINN  replied,  that  the  Senator  from  Mary- 
land had  forgotten  the  provisions  of  the  pre-r'mption 
law,  which  expressly  excluded  from  its  operations 
all  mineral  lands  and  all  lands  reserved  for  any 
purpose  whatever.  If  the  gentleman  would  take 
up  that  law  and  carefully  examine  its  provisions, 
all  hi&  doubts  would  be  removed. 

Mr.  MERRICK  here  read  some  extracts  from 
the  pre-emption  law,  for  the  purpose  of  showing 
that  under  the  wording  of  this  bill  the  mineral 
lands  would  not  be  excluded  from  the  right  of  pre- 
emption. 

Mr.  CLAY  of  Alabama  thought  the  Senator 
from  Maryland  [Mr.  Merkick]  was  mistaken  in 
his  view  of  the  subject.  The  pre-emption  gave  no 
right  whatever  to  pre-empiions  (mi  the  mineral 
.lands.  The  Senator  will  see,  by  turning  his  atten- 
tion to  the  bill,  that  its  phraseology  is  wholly  at 
variance  with  the  idea  that  any  pre-empt iv>ner  can 
have  the  light  of  entry  under  its  provi.-ioi  s.  [Mr. 
Clay  here  read  extracts  from  the  pre-enipiion  law 
in  support  of  his  argument.]  He  was  warmly  in 
favor  of  the  bill,  and  had  no  doubt  it  would  be 
greatly  to  ilie  advantage  of  Gevernin'rnt,  as  well 
as  to  the  tract  of  country  in  which  these  lands  are 
situated,  if  these  lands  were  disposed  of  to  indivi- 
duals. If  the  present  mode  of  working  them  was 
not  arrested,  they  would  in  a  short  time  be  wholly 
valueless  to  Government. 

Mr.  WALKER  observed  that  the  motion  of  the 
Senator  from  Maryland  presented  the  extraordina- 
ry idea  that  a  mere  declaration  of  Congress  can 
establish  the  fact  whether  a  right  does  or  does  not 
exist  rnder  a  previous  law.  Either  the  right  of 
pre-emption  (said  Mr.  W.)  to  these  lands  does  or 
does  not  exist  under  the  pre-emption  law  of  the  last 
session.  If  it  does,  it  could  not  be  taken  away  by 
the  present  law,  and  if  it  does  not,  surely  no  pre- 
emption right  could  be  found  in  the  provisions  of 
this  bill.  So  far  from  it,  the  lands  were  to  be  pro- 
claimed for  public  sale  as  other  lands  bf  the  United 
States,  and  in  a  manner  wholly  diflTerent  from  those 
sold  under  pre-emptions.  Instead  of  providing  for 
pre-emption?,  the  bill  provided  against  them.  It 
declared  that  the  lands  shall  be  proclaimed  for  six 
months,  and  under  that  proclamation  they  should 
be  offered  for  sale,  after  which,  and  not  before, 
they  may  be  subject  to  private  entry.  Tjie  motion 
of  the  Senator  frgm  Maryland  presented  the  extra- 
ordinary fpectacle,  that  where  this  bill  did  not,  by 
any  rule  of  construction,  allow  the  right  of  pre- 
emption, there  should  be  a  reconsideration,  for  the 
purpose  of  introducing  an  amendment  to  exclude 
such  right — an  amendment  altogether  inapplicable 
to  the  case  before  them.  If  the  gentleman  would 
look  at  the  pre-emption  law  wiih  more  care,  he 
would  find  that  mineral  lands,  as  well  as  lands  re- 
served Jpr  any  purpose  whatever,  are  excluded 
from  the  operation  of  that  law.  It  surely  could 
not  for  a  moment  be  maintained  that  any  pre-emp- 
tion right  was  given  by  this  bill. 

Mr.  SMITH  of  Indiana  had  no  doubt  of  the 
beneficial  tendency  of  the  bill,  but  thought  that  in 
order  to  guard  against  misconstruction  there  was  a 
necessity  for  adopting  the  amendment  proposed  ^y 
the  honorable  Senator  from  Maryland.  He  was 
in  favor  of  that  couri^e  of  legislation  which  left  as 
little  as  possible  for  construction.  The  proposed 
amendment,  if  ailoptt'd,  could  do  no  injury.  Ii 
would  be  the  safer  mode  to  recuiibidcr  iiie  vote, 
and  by  sdopting  the  nmcndm'^n?,  plac<»  the  matter 
beyond  doubi. 

Mr-  MERRICK  said  that  he  had  never  meant 


to  convey  the  idea  that  either  of  the  Senators  in- 
tended that  the  bill  should  include  pre-emption 
rights.  His  only  object  was  to  guard  against  sueh 
a  construction  being  given  lo  it.  He  was  very 
willing ihat  the  necessary  amendment  .«houM  be 
made,  by  the  unanimous  consent  of  the  Senate, 
and  would  withdraw  his  motion  conditionally  for 
that  purpose. 

Mr.  LINN  would  say  one  word  to  thegenlleman 
from  Maryland,  to  correct  an  error  into  which  he 
had  fallen,  in  stating  that  these  mmers  went  on  the 
public  lands  without  law.  This  was  a  very  great 
mistake.  The  Gtovernmeni  of  the  United  States 
had,  through  their  agents,  from  time  to  time,  invi- 
ted individuals  on  these  lands,  for  the  purpose  of 
■  mining,  in  order  that  it  might  derive  a  revenue 
from  them.  This  was  the  way  in  which  that  beau- 
tiful region  of  Iowa  and  Wisconsin  was  opened  to 
settlement  and  cultivation.  With  respect  to  this 
bill,  he  did  not  believe  it  would  have  been  judicious 
to  insert  the  right  ©f  pre-emption,  otherwise  he 
would  gladly  have  seen  it  done.  He  knew  that  the 
construction  given  by  the  Department  to  the  act  of 
the  last  session  was  exceedingly  rigid,  and  excluded 
from  pre-emption  all  the  lands  in  the  raining  re- 
gions, and  that  this  construction  had  been  extended 
to  all  the  land  offices. 

Mr.  NILES  made  a  few  observations,  in  which 
.he  expressed  the  apprehension,  that  this  act  might 
be  so  construed,  as  to  give  the  right  of  pre-emp-  I 
lioft,  and  read  a  few  extracts  from  the  act  of  the 
last  s^sion,  which  he  compared  with  the  present 
act,  in  support  of  the  position  assumed  by  him. 
As  no  gentleman  present  intended  that  this  act 
should  confer  the  right  of  pre-emption,  he  thought 
that  there  ought  to  be  no  objection  to  the  insertion 
of  an  amendment  to  prevent  any  difficulty  on  tlie 
subject. 

Mr.  KING  observed  that  the  subject  was  taken 
up  just  before  he  came  into  the  Senate,  and  h«  had 
not,  therefore,  heard  the  first  part  of  ihe  debate. 
His  honorable  friend,  however,  who  had  just  taken 
his  scat,  [Mr.  Niles,]  was  mistaken  when  he  sup-  ! 
posed  that  the  mineral  lands  were  subject  to  the 
pre-emption  laws.  All  the  re«ervat(ons  of  (he  Go- 
vernment were  so  protected  by  general  rej^ulalions, 
that  no  pre-emptions  of  them  could  be  obtained; 
commencing  from  1829-30,  up  to  the  present  time. 
With  regard  to  the  amendments  proposed  to  this 
bill,  he  did  not  believe  that  it  was  necessary;  be  did 
not  believe  that  any  settler  could  avail  himself  of 
it  so  as  to  obtain  a  pre-emption.  But  he  was  not 
disposed  to  throw  any  obsiDcle  in  the  way  of  making 
that  more  clear  which  some  gentlemen  considered 
doubtful.  He  was  willing  lo  adopt  such  an  amend- 
ment as  would  leave  no  room  for  such  a  construc- 
tion as  gentlemen  apprehended. 

Mr.  WALKER  called  the  attention  of  the  Se- 
nate, and  particularly  of  his  friend  from  Connecti- 
cut, to  another  portion  of  the  act  of  the  last  session, 
which  expressly  excluded  pre-emptions  from  these 
lands.  Mr;  Vi.  here  read  the  following  extract: 
'^And  provided  always,  that  thi<  act  ^hall  not  be  so 
construed  as  to  give  the  right  of  preemption  to 
any  person  or  persons  in  consequence  of  any  set- 
tlement or  improvement  made  before  the  extin- 
guishment of  the  Ifkdian  title  to  the  land  on  which 
such  settlement  or  improvement  was  made,  dkc. 
or  to  ally  Mictions  or  fractions  of  sections  included 
within  the  location  of  any  incorporated  town,  or  to 
other  alternate  sections,  granted  to  the  use  of  any 
canal  or  railroad  or  other  public  improvement  on 
the  foute  of  such  canal  or  railroad  or  other  public 
improvement,  or  to  any  portions  of  public  lands, 
surveyed  or  otherwise,  which  have  been  actually 
selected  as  sites  for  c'lies  or  towns,  lotted  into 
smaller  quantities  than  eighty  acres,  and  settled 
upon  and  Occupied  for  the  purposes  of  trade,  an  1 
not  ol  agricultural  cultivation  or  improvement,  or 
to  any  lands  specially  occupied  or  reserved  for 
town  lots  or  other  purposes,  by  the  authority  of  the 
United  States." 

Now,  said  Mr.  W.  if  we  look  at  the  acts  of  Con- 
gress, it  will  be  found  that  several  of  them  have 
been  passed  specially  reserving  these  land*?  to  he 
leased;  and  therefore  these  lands,  having  been  s()c- 
cially  reserved,  are  excluded  tinder  the  construction 
very  properly  given  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury, that  the  pre-emption  laws  never  were  intend- 


ed (o  apply  to  them.    The  case  being  so  very  dear, 
he  could  not  consent  to  receive  the  amendment. 

Mr.  CLAY  of  Alabama  appealed  to  his  friend 
from  Mississippi,  [Mr.  Walkbr,]  as  some  Sena* 
tors  appeared  to  have  doubts  on  the  snbjecl,  to  an- 
sent  to  a  proviso  that  would  remove  all  the  diffi- 
culties suggested.  He  thought  that  two  lineal 
would  accomplish  this  object,  and  hs  had  accord- 
ingly drawn  up  an  amendment  which  he  hoped 
might  be  taken  by  general  consent. 

Mr.  C.  then  submitted  the  following: 

''Provided,  that  this  act  shall  not  be  so  construed 
as  to  five  the  right  of  pre-emption  in  any  case 
whatever." 

Mr.  LYON  observed  that  he  would  cerlainljr 
makrt  no  objection  to  this  or  any  other  amendment 
whjch  gentlemen  thought  necessary  to  render  the 
bill'  more  clear  in  its  exclusion  of  pre-emptioa 
risrhts.  He  would  observe,  however,  that  he  was 
in  favor  of  giving  this  right,  and  was  about,  when 
ihc  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  to  object  to  it, 
because  it  excluded  pre-emptions.  He  knew  men 
who  had  spent  many  years  of  their  lives,  and  ten  or 
lificen  thousand  dollars  of  their  capital,  in  improv- 
ing these  mineral  lands,  who  would,  if  the  bill  be- 
came a  law,  have  lo  enter  into  competition  with 
of  ACT  purchasers  for  their  own  improvements.  He 
thought  the  claims  of  these  persons  very  strong, 
and  much  regretted  that  no  provision  was  made 
for  them. 

M^  L.  after  a  few  more  observations,  referred 
to  ihp  act  of  1830,  and  ihe  act  of  the  last  session, 
ior  the  purpose  of  showing  that  no  pre-emption 
right  existed  as  to  mineral  land.^. 

Mr.  NILES  expressed  his  doubts  whether  the 
proviso  would  effect  th«  object  in  view. 

No  amendment  being  in  order  hut  by  unanimous 
consent,  and  Mr.  WALKER  objecting  to  the  one 
just  i>tft;red,  the  question  was  then  taken  on  recon- 
sider i.r.;  the  vote  ordering  the  bill  to  be  engrossed, 
and  ii  was  carried  without  a  division. 

IVl  r.  CLAY  of  Alabama  then  renewed  his  motion 
tu  niiit  nd,  and  the  proviso  submitted  by  him  was 
read. 

i\Ir.  CALHOUN  gave  it  as  his  opinion  ihat  it 
would  be  better  to  put  such  a  proviso  in  the  bill  as 
to  prevent  the  possibility  of  any  such  construction 
Uing  given  to  it  by.  the  offirers  of  Government  at 
to  allow  of  pre-emptions  under  it.  He  did  not  be- 
lieve that  the  bill  conferred  any  such  right;  but  as 
the  lands  were  valuable,  every  mentis  would  be* 
employed  to  bring  them  within  the  pre-emption 
laws;  the  ablest  lawyers  would  be  engaged,  and 
every  sort  of  machinery  brought  to  bear  to  induce 
the  Treasury  officers  to  give  snch  a  constroctton 
as  would  open  them  to  pre-emption  claims. 

Mr.  ROBINSON  thought  that  the  bill  bore  hardly 
on  those  interested  in  mining  operations.  A  great 
many  of  these  persons  had  made  laige  expendi- 
tures in  working  the  mines,  and  were  as  mnch  en- 
titled to  relief  as  any  other  settlers  on  public  lands. 
The  idea  of  the  miners^  as  well  as  he  could  under- 
stand it,  was  that  each  individual  should  have  a 
pre-emption  right  to  that  portion  which  he  worked, 
and  this,  in  no  case,  exceeded  ten  acres.  The  dif- 
ficulty of  making  these  small  divisions  alone,  in- 
duced him  to  consent  to  the  passage  of  the  bill. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  proviso  of 
Mr.  Clat  of  Alabama,  and  it  was  adopted  iRrith 
a  slight  modification. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and 
by  unanimous  consent  passed  as  amended, 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  corporate  authorities 
of  the  city  of  Mobile. 

After  the  consideration  of  Executive  busineaa. 

The  Senate  adjourned  until  Monday  next. 

HOUSE  OP  REPRESENTATIVES, 
Fridav,  December  28,  1838. 

Immediately  after  the  reading  o(  the  journal, 

Mr.  HAYiNESrose,  and  asked  the  House  now 
to  CO  inio  Commiilee  of  ibc  Whole  on  the  state  of 
the  Ur»ion,  for  'he'-pttrpose  ^^  resuming  the  conside- 
ration «f  the  PresidftftW  riie?sa«e- 

But ,  ?kV  the  leqUfs^";*  ,Jtt.^^SE,  Mr.  H.  with- 
drew   his  motion  tor  •!?^!i«e'^^ 

Mr.WVSEvh^,^  ^^^Vje^^^^i  offered  \ 
ion  f  o  \rtAii\  ^M^  ^^V^^  *V*'^^^^^'»i^**' 
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(both  being  docomenls  in  reJation  to  public  de- 
fatilteF?.) 

Mr.  CURTIS  hoped  ihe  gentleman  from  Vir- 
gioia  [Mr.  Wi.sk]  woald  modify  his  motionj  so  as 
to  iocloJe  10,000  ezira  copies  of  the  report  from 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasary  in  relation  to  thf 
defalcation  of  Mr.  Swartwoat. 
Mr.  WISE  m«iified  hi?  motion  accordingly. 
Mr.DfiGRAFF  suggested  20,000  copies  of  this 
Janer  dec  amen  t,  and  Mr.  WISE  again  modified  his 
ZQOtion  accordingly. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  said  that,  as  he  presumed 
ihe  gentleman  from  Virginia  wished  to  hare  docu- 
ments printed  of  five  or  six  hundrt^d  pages,  which 
Mr.  C  thought  it  was  very  doubtful  whether  any 
one  would  read,  he  hoped  that  they  would  be 
prmtec!  5«eparately. 

Mr.  WISE  said  he  had  no  objection,  it  being  his 
desire  to  have  them  so  printed. 

Mr.  BOND  moved  that  the  printing  be  done  in 
rach  order  that  the  documents  having  reference  to 
the  same  persons  mighi  appear  consecutively. 

Mr.  WISE  hoped  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  [Mr. 
Bond]  would  suder  the  printing  to  be  secured  in 
the  first  instance.  The  document  read  the  c  ther 
aifht  in  relation  to  public  defaulters,  was  printed 
in  such  a  manner  £.s  to  present  the  idea,  at  first 
sight,  ib*i  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  had  been 
very  acJive,  very  energetic  indeed,  in  keepipg  the 
public  ofl[icers  to  their  duty;  but  when  the  letters  to 
eertaio  individuals  [Harris  and  Boyd]  came  to  be 
examined,  it  was  found  that,  so  far  from  putting 
the  spurs  up  to  the  rowels  in  the  sides  of  public  de- 
raohers  he  had  only  been  writing  them  letters  of 
soppIicaiioD.  He  [Mr.  W.]  hoped  Mr.  B.  would 
viibdrawhis  motion — which  Mr.  B.  after  express- 
ing hisopinion  That,  before  the  printing,  the  Secreta- 
ly  should  be  called  upon  to  state  whether  all  the 
docnmects  were  genuine  or  not,  consented  \o  do  so. 
So  the  la5t  mentioned  motion  was  withdrawn. 
Mr.  CRARY  inquired  of  the  Chair  if  there  was 
not  a  resolution  in  force,  requiring  that  each  mem- 
ber if  ibe  House  be  furnished  with  copies  of  the 
Exef  u(i  ve  communications  of  the  last  session?  On 
recsi/in^  an  answer  in  the  affirmative,  he  5aid  that 
he  considered  it  to  be  his  duty  to  object  to  the  print- 
ing called  for  by  the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from 
Vyginia,  [Mr.  Wiss.]  One  of  the  docnmenumen- 
t:oiied  had  been  printed  for  the  use  of  the  members, 
and  an  extra  number  for  distribution.  The  other 
docomeot  had  been  published  for  the  use  of  the 
member?,  and  information  of  its  cohtents  had  gone 
to  the  people  through  them.  Besides,  |dr.  C.  ob- 
jected i!tat  it  was  unjast  to  send  forth  the  docament 
eoQtaining  the  long  list  of  public  defaulters,  when 
the  accounts  of  many  of  them  had  since  been  ad- 
justed. To  do  so  would  be  to  spread  false  infor- 
mation. If  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  [Mr. 
Wise]  weald  specify  any  particular  document,  the 
priming  of  which  was  requisite,  he  [Mr.  C]  would 
go  for  it. 

Mr.  TILLINGHAST  said  he  could  readily 
a^ee  wiih  the  gentleman  from  Michigan,  that 
there  had  bten  on  many  occasion?,  and  pariicularly 
in  recent  years,  great  extravagance  in  the  expendi- 
ture of  public  money  for  ptinting  But  it  by  no 
means  followed  that  i\\  expense  for  printing  was 
extravagant.  He  would  discriminate  as  to  the  ob- 
jects of  the  expense,  retrenching  in  cases  where  the 
object  was  not  so  much  to  inform  the  public  mind 
by  bringing  it  into  direct  acquaintance  with  facts, 
as  to  bias  it  by  opinions  and  argno^ents  In  favor  of 
particular  theories  or  views  of  individuals  or  par- 
ties. Enormous  expense  had  been  legalized  in  this 
and  in  the  other  part  of  the  Capitol,  for  publication 
of  arguments  of  cr'mmittees  or  public  functionaries, 
in  the  shape  of  reports,  wherein  facts  were  assum- 
ed without  sufficient  evidence,  or  too  highly  colored 
or  too  faintly  touched,  or  but  partially  disclased, 
and  made  sabi*ervient  lo  a  particular  design.  He 
won)d  instance,  also,  the  President's  Annual  Mes- 
sage as  a  paper  upon  the  printing  of  which,  wiihont 
the  accompanying  documents,  far  too  much  of  the 
public  money  was  periodically  expended.  The 
number  ordered  to  be  prinfed  was  always,  in  hisopi- 
sioii,ontece»^arily  large.  That  paper,  in  the  form 
usa'atly  given  to  it,  could  hardly  be  called  a  docu- 
i^eat,  in  the  appropriate  and  strict  sense  of  that 
tens.    It  was  mtber  a  commentary  npoa  facts 
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communicated  in  it,  than  the  original  and  simple 
evidence  of  facts.  The  largest  portion  of  it  was 
sure  to  be  an  atigument,  drawn  up,  generally,  with 
great  ability  and  care,  someiimes  with  great  art  and 
adroitness,  intended  to  impress  upon  the  public 
mind  the  particular  opinions  and  views,  and,  per- 
haps, also  to  advance  in  public  estimation  the  par- 
ticular cause,  prospects,  or  hopes,  of  the  individual 
author.  But  the  very  interest  which  it  necessari- 
ly excited— >ihe  eager  and  impatient  interest  with 
which  it  was  expected  by  the  whole  country — en- 
sured for  it,  without  the  aid  of  Congress  or  of  the 
public  purse,  the  earliest  and  most  extensive  publi- 
cation. Before  the  reading  can  be  half  finished  in 
this  Hall,  it  is  gone  miles  away,  flying  forth  in 
every  direction,  upon  the  swiftest  wings  of  fiery  ex- 
pedition, to  every  portion,  populous  or  waste,  of 
the  vast  Republic.  It  is  reprinted  at  every  press, 
and  read  at  the  most  distant  firesides,  long  before 
the  extra  copies  ordered  by  this  Hou^e  reach  our 
desks. 

To  these,  and  to  other  like  subjects  of  expense, 
let  the  gentleman  apply  his  economy  and  retrench- 
ment, aud  thus  save  and  secure  a  liberal  fund  for 
furnishing  the  people  with  information  and  evi- 
dence, instead  of  argument  and  opinion;  with  facts 
instead  of  theories  and  projects;  with  such  origi- 
nal, unaistorled,  and  authentic  proofs  of  facts  and 
transactions  of  the  highest  interest  as  are  contained 
in  the  documents  which  arc  the  sobjflct  of  the  pre- 
sent motion.  In  this  course  he  would  cordially  co- 
operate. But  he  could  not  but  feel  surprise  and 
regret  that  there  should  be  in  any  quarter,  or  in 
any  portion  of  this  House,  particularly  in  that 
portion  from  which  the  opposition  seemed  about  to 
come,  an  objection  to  giving  to  the  people  the 
naked,  ungarnishad  truths  contained  in  these  docu- 
ments. Whence  did  these  documehts  cornel  From 
a  high  Department  of  our  Qevernment;  originated 
in  that  Department,  and  authenticated  by  its  head. 
They  were  not  only  the  best  evidence  of  transac- 
tions on  which  the  people  had  a  right  to  be  truly 
informed;  but  the  two  most  important  documents 
were  in  truth  the  very  transactions  themselves. 
This  was  the  sort  of  information  which  it  was  not 
only  expedient  and  proper  that  the  representatives 
of  the  people  should  furnish,  and  which  they  were 
expected  to  furnish  to  their  coostitnents;  but  which 
it  was  the  right  of  their  constituents  to  have,  and 
which  it  was  necessary  they  should  have  to  enable 
them  to  form  a  true  judgment  of  the  doings  and  inten* 
tions  of  those  whom  they  entrust  with  power,  and  to 
act  correctly  in  the  performance  of  their  own  civil 
duties,  and  the  exercise  of  their  own  civil  rights. 
Here  were  the  acts  and  proceeding*  of  their  public 
functionaries,  whole  and  ungarbled  and  undi&tori- 
ed,  uneolored  by  declamation,  undisguised  by 
sophistry,  going  directly  and  naked  to  the  mind, 
the  intelligence  of  the  nation,  with  all  their  origi* 
nal  motives,  modifications,  and  objects  fresh  upon 
them.  Why  should  they  be  suppressed?  They 
were  of  the  highest  interest  to  all  who  feel  an  in- 
terest in  the  administration  of  that  vast  Executive 
power  which,  legitimately  or  illegitimately,  for 
good  or  evil,  is  exercised  and  brought  to  bear  upon 
all  the  concerns  of  society.  They  related  to  the 
Executive  management  of  the  finances  and  the 
patronage  of  the  nation;  to  the  wielding  of  that 
power  of  powers,  the  money  power,  which,  in  hands 
that  know  its  potency  and  its  appliances,  over- 
reaches, subsidizes,  and  controls  all  other  powers. 
Now,  it  could  not  be  disguised  that  genuine,  per- 
fect, unsophisticated  information  of  the  acts  or 
public  servants,  from  the  highest  to  the  lowest,  was 
the  J»real  want  of  the  freemen  of  this  country.   Jt 

•'a'^  tf  the  utmost  importance  for  the  safety  o^  their 
frr?  institutions,  and  for  the  security  of  their  means 
•i  bte  and  happiness,  that  they  should  have  it. 
l^h  ir  representatives  were  entrusted  with  the  pow- 
'*>  *nd  means  of  furnishing  them  with  ii,  and  ii 
f««»n  ed  to  him  that  this  was  a  most  fit  occasion  for 
^ter. rising  that  power. 

H  *  would  not  now  comment  upon  the  contents  of 
:ne  documents,  or  wh^t  was  proved  by  them,  nor 
anticipate,  at  this  time,  the  judgment  which  the 
public  mind,  if  allowed  to  receiv©  theifr  whole  and 
entire,  without  bias  or  sophistication,  would  pro- 
aouuoe  upon  the  transactions  disclosed  in  them.  It 
waa  Mtfficie&t  that  they  were  the  sort  of  iDforroatioa 


which  every  citlas^'of  a  republic  was  bound  to  ob< 
tain,  if  possible,  and  to  digest  aud  pconounce  upon 
aocording  to  the  dictates  of  hiS'  unbiased  intelli- 
gence an-i  integrity.  Let  it  be  remembered,  too, 
that  tnese  documents  could  not  or  would  not  be  pub- 
lished, whole  and  perfect,  by  any  newspaper  press. 
They  would  be  assorted,  selected,  and  confused. 
Thp  genuinenesa  of  some  would  be  denied,  ihe 
farce  of  others-would  be  disguised:  they  jvouM  be 
robbed  of  their  genuine  power  over  the  mind,  by 
being  brought  in,  in  detached  and  imperfect  por- 
tions, as  aids  to  an  argument  in  support  of  some 
particular  view.  All  the  benefit  of  the  piutual  ex- 
planations they  a/Tord,  of  the  interpretation  of  one 
paper  or  transaction  by  another  in  the  same  series, 
would  be  lo&i  to  the  public,  and  the  speech  or  the 
essay  would  embody  only  such  as  might  be  made 
subservient  to  iis  particular  design.  He  trusted 
there  was  no  portion  of  this  House  tlidt  would 
avow  a  desire  to  withhold  from  the  people  such  im- 
portant proofs  of  facts,  until  they  could  be  mrade  td 
pass  through  the  menstruum  of  such  processes  as 
these;  and  he  therefore  hoped  that  the  objecuon  lo 
the  printing  would  not  be  further  preset  i'. 

Mr.  WISE  said  he  should  have  thoiv?al  no  oV 
jection  would  have  been  made  by  any  mcuiber  v\' 
the  Administration  party  lo  ihe  printiag  of  a  docu- 
ment which  had  the  name  and  autLoriiy  oi  rhe 
Department  itself  for  ihe  information  it  ccniiinrd. 
The  gentleman  from  Michigan  [Mr.  Caar^'J  said 
we  should  throw  out  false  information.  If  f:i«>c%  it 
was  the  handiwork  of  the  Secretary  himseli. 

But  suppose  that  some  individuals  had  since  set- 
tled their  aocoums.  Did  that  alter  the  facti  Or 
could  it  be  said  that  Mae  information  was  spread 
abioad,  when  the  document  itself  would  show  that 
the  Secretary  himself  had  connived  at  the  defalca- 
tions? If  the  documents  had  efeanated  from  the 
members  of  the  Whig  party — the  Federal  Bankites, 
as  they  were  called — he  should  have  expected  that 
opposition  would  have  been  made;  but  couiing  from 
whence  it  did,  what  objection  could  be  made?  W<  re 
gentlemen  afraid  of  their  own  documents?  Were 
thoy  afraid  of  their  own  reports?  The  gentleman 
from  Michigan  said,  that  to  print  this  document, 
filed  here  from  the  Department  itself,  and  to  distri- 
bute 90,000  copies  among  the  people,  was  worse 
than  the  defalcation  itself.  This  was  the  old  cry. 
It  seemed  that  one  of  the  party,  at  least,  had  neiTe 
enough  to  take  the  ground  assumed  in  7836 — that  it 
would  be  actual  fraud  to  publish  info:ination  in  rr- 
gard  to  those  who  were  not  defaulters.  Triat  wak 
not  what  he  IMr.  W.]  was  after;  what,  he  wanrei 
was,  to  publish  to  the  world  the  manner  m  which 
the  Secreury  himself  had  performed  his  duty. 
Hf  [Mr.  W.]  could  file  articles  of  impeachment 
this  day,  not  only  that  the  Secretary  wai  ftuil'y  of 
gross  neglect,  but  of  corrupt  neglect.  He  could 
show  not  less  than  twenty  specifications  for  articles 
of  impeachment  in  this  very  docunaeni,  if  the 
House  would  entertain  them,  and  if  the  Senate 
would  try  the  impeachment.  Give  us  light,  K4<d 
Mr.  W.  not  the  light  of  my  speeches,  but- the  light 
f^hieh  is  to  be  found  in  your  own  docum?ntii.  i 
will  try  you  out  of  your  own  mouih,  nnd,  in  the 
language  of  scripture,  you  are  already  condcmaf  d 
to  your  own  consciences,  like  an  old  and  bard<*nod 
sinner,  without  the  law.  You  cannon  withhold  this 
information,  which  you  yourselves  have  steauo  the 
House. 

Mr.  B(X)N  said  it  was  a  little  s^ingular  thai  no 
subject  could  be  introduced  into  this  House  with- 
out a  most  violent  attaek  being  made  on  the  Ad- 
ministration. He  underHtGo4  that  the  documen  t  which 
gentleman  were  now  desirous  to  have  repubiibhed 
had  been  published  heretofore  and  thnnvo  out  to 
the  country. 

[Mr.  WiSB  was  here  understood  to  s.iy  thai  it 
had  only  been  printed  for  the  members,  not  for  the 
special  information  of  the  people.] 

Mr.  BOON  said  it  was  enough  that  it  hod  gone 
to  the  people  through  their  repreiematives  on  this 
floor.  What  proportion  would  twenty  or  fifty  thou- 
sand copies  bear  to  the  aggregate  amount  of  the 
dear  people  of  this  country,  for  whom  certain  per- 
sons in  this  Hall  professed  so  tender  a  regard,  for 
particular  purposest  Here  was  ts  be  another  item 
Of  Citfstt^agance  set  down.  He  was  one  of  the 
friends  of  the  Administration,  and  he  was  not 
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afraid  that  any  and  every  thing  should  go  to  the  peo- 
ple whom  he  had  the  honor  to  represent;  they  had 
heard  the  truth  before  now.  But  he  was  not  pre- 
pared to  go  for  such  a  wasteful  expenditure  of  the 
public  money  as  was  here  proposed. 

Mr.  CRARY  repeated  that  one  of  the  documents 
would  not  furnish  correct  information  to  the  peo- 
ple. It  was  known  that  some  persons  had  there 
been  put  down  as  defaulters  who,  at  the  time,  had 
.  vouchers  in  their  hands  more  than  covering  ihe 
amount  charged  against  them.  Many  of  them  had 
since  been  settling  up  from  quarter  to  quarter.  The 
document,  therefore,  did  not  set  forth  the  facts.  In 
order  to  give  correct  information,  it  would  be  ne- 
ce,i«ary  to  call  on  the  Department  to  know  who  had 
settled  their  accounts,  and  what  was  the  actual  con- 
dition of  the  accounts  of  individuals  at  the  present 
time.  As  to  being  afraid  to  send  forth  documents 
to  the  people,  he  had  no  fear  of  the  kind.  He  cared 
not  how  many  documents  were  printed,  if  their 
publication  was  needed.  His  constituents  did  not 
ask  of  him  to  furnish  them  with  stale  and  gone-by 
informi^on.  They  wanted  information  of  things 
as'  they  existed  at  the  present  time. 

He  had  been  charged  with  wearing  the  party  col- 
lar of  1836.  Notwithstanding  the  charge,  he 
would  be  found  as  ready  as  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia  to  vote  for  the  impeachment  of  any 
officer  of  the  Qoverament,  on  being  satisfied  of  his 
guilt.  Let  the  gentleman  produce  his  evidence, 
and  not  be  continually  crying  *' peculation,  pecula- 
tion !*'  The  House  had  long  ago  heard  enough  of 
this  cry.  They  ought  now  to  be  furnished  with  the 
evidence  to  support  it,  if  there  was  any  in  exist- 
ence. He  had  no  doubt  there  were  peculators — we 
have  always  had  them;  but  they  were  not  more 
guilty  of  a  deielictton  of  duty  than  would  be  the 
majority  of  the  House,  if  they  voted  for  the  motion 
before  ihem. 

Mr.  W.  THOMPSON  said  that,  since  he  had 
held  a  seat  on  this  floor,  he  never  before  remember- 
ed an  instance  in  which  the  prominent  men  of  the 
party  had  refused  to  print  the  largest  number  of  a 
document  not  emanating  from  the  Opposition,  bui 
from  the  party  themselves,  and  a  Department  of  the 
Government.  1  he  Opposition  had  lonsr  stood  in 
this  position;  that  the  only  light  which  ihey  could 
get  was  dragged  forth,  extorted  from  the  public 
functionaries  of  the  country.  All  we  want  (Mr. 
T.  continued)  is  light.  If  ever  the  prayer  of  Ajax — 
"Give  us,  great  God,  but  light*' — were  applicable 
to  the  condition  of  any  party,  it  is  so  here,  in  re- 
ference to  the  Opposition.  Give  as  light,  aud  vic- 
tory and  triumph  await  ihat  party. 

What  is  the  objection  made  to  this  document? 
IiiSjfhat  itis  stale.  Probably  it  may  be  so.  Pro- 
bably it  is  obsolete.  Probably  peculation  will  now 
be  acknowledged  to  be,  as  it  Is  in  truth,  the  order 
of  the  day,,  and  honor  and  integrity  arc  obsolete. 
If  they  are  not  ob&olete,  there  are  facts  contained 
in  this  document  which  never  can  become  so. 
There  is  one  single  fact  in  that  document,  the  pub- 
lication of  which,  looking  to  it  even  in  a  pecuniary 
point  of  view,  is  worth  hundreds  and  thousands  of 
dollars.  What  is  it?  1 1  is  that  on  which  so  much 
stress  has  been  laid  by  the  gentleman  from  Missis- 
sippi, [Mr.  Prentiss,]  and  previously  by  the  gentle- 
man from  Virginia,  [Mr.  Wise,]  that  whilst  your 
President  now  with  alacrity  rushes  not  only  upon 
Swartwout,  but  upon  his  securities,  by  a  summary 
process,  almost,  if  not  quite,  in  violation  of  the 
Constiiutionr,  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  has,  in 
another  instance,  permitted  the  law  to  slumber 
from  day  to  day,  and  from  year  to  year,  with  the 
knowledge  of  the  most  gross  pecuiations^not  pecu- 
lations simply — that  is  too  ^oft  a  term  for  such 
flagrant  dishonesty.  Take  the  ca?e  given  yester- 
day, where  a  man  puts  down  to  himseif  public 
Lands  as  sold  when  they  had  not  been  sold, 
and  Iken  has  not  the  honesty  to  pay  tven  that  small  mo- 
dicuiH  with  which  he  has  charged  himself. 

But  ihere  are  collateral  enormities  in  all  these 
acts.  The  aci  which  the  President  says  deserves 
nothing  than  the  ignominious  punishment  of  a  felon, 
is  not  only  connived  ai,  but  a  premium  o(fered  for 
it.  Here  is  a  man  whom  the  Secretary  ba«  been 
sopplicaiius: — ^liot  dismissing  with  the  prompt  in- 
dignant *  a  which  ought  to  have  fuUuwed  such  pro- 
pacding»~but  supplicating  fium  day  to  day  to  give 


up  the  money  which  he  had  taken.  And  yet"  this 
very  man  was  reappointed,  after  the  perpetration  of 
repeated  acts  which,  the  President  now  sayii,  ought 
to  be  made  felony.  Let  the  people  have  the  /acts. 
The  people  of  thts  country  are  honest  at  the  core. 
Give  them  light;  let  them  see  that  their  functiona- 
ries have  done  thus  and  thus,  aiyl  my  life  upon  the 
result. 

But  this  document  is  stale.  When  did  it  become 
stale?  It  never  can  be  stale  until  corruption  pre- 
vails all  over  the  land.  Here  are  men  convicted 
of  frauds,  who  are  not  only  tolerated,  but  are  re- 
appointed to  office.  I  say  in  sincerity,  that  I  be- 
lieve that  if  the  people  will  submit  to  acts  of  this 
kind,  they  are  no  longer  capable  of  self  govern- 
ment. They  are  no  longer  fit  to  be  free,  for  they 
are  no  longer  honest.  The  gentleman  says  there 
are  excusatory  facts.  I  o»ly  speak  of  facts  as 
they  are  here  presented.  But  suppose  it  should 
turn  out  that  these  men  were  not  defaulters;  what 
does  that  matter?  The  Government  thought  that 
they  were  so,  when  they  trusted  them  again.  They 
thought  they  were  speculator;?,  and  reappointed 
and  continued  them;  that  they  had  been  guilty  of 
offences  worthy  the  ignominious  punishment  of  a 
felon,  and  yet  they  were  reappointed.  Still,  if 
there  are .  excusatory  facts.  Jet  gentlemen  bring 
them  out;  I  will  go  for  the  publication  of  an  equal 
number  of  all  such  documents,  and  I  will  send 
one  of  them  to  each  man  to  whom  I  may  transmit 
one  containing  the  damning  facts  set  forth  in  this 
present  document. 

Mr.  OAMBRELENG  said  that  the  gentleman 
from  South  Carolina  [Mr.  Thompson]  seemed  to 
take  it  for  granted  thai  the  friends  ot  the  Adminis- 
tration were  all  opposed  to  the  printing  of  the  docu- 
ments. 

Mr.  W.  THOMPSON  giving  some  sign  of  dis- 
sent. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  said,  the  gentleman 
said  so. 

Mr.  THOMPSON  said  his  remarks  must  have 
been  misunderstood,  as  he  certainly  had  not  made 
that  a5;sertion.  What  he  had  s^aid  was,  that  this 
was  the  first  instance  within  his  experience  in  which 
the  prominent  members  of  the  Administration  par- 
ty had  refused  to  print  a  public  document.  He  did 
not  know,  and  could  not  know,  that  all  the  mem- 
bers of  that  party  would  vote  to  refuse.  He  sup- 
posed, on  the  contrary,  that  they  might  divide,  as 
on  other  occasions. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  was  Had  the  gentleman 
qualified  his  remark.  I  concur  [continued  Mr.  C] 
with  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  [Mr.  Wise]  in 
the  necessity  of  publishini^  an  extra  number  of 
these  documents;  not,  however,  in  the  necessity  of 
publishing  them  all,  because  I  hope  iliai,  before 
one  of  the  docutnents  is  prntedj  it  will  t^e  referred 
to  a  committee,  to  examine  and  see  what  parts  are 
requisite  for  publication,  and  fhat  we  shall  not  do  as 
we  did  two  years  ago,  pubii.«h  a  libel  upon  dead 
men — men  who  have  produced  their  vouchers,  and 
settled  tlieir  accounts. 

Mr.  WISE.     Who  was  the  author  of  that  libel? 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG.  I  concur  in  the  opinion 
that  that  document  never  should  have  come  from 
the  Department  without  explanatory  documents. 

Mr.  WISE.  The  Secretary  was  the  author  of 
that  libel,  if  a  libel  it  was. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG.  The  document  was  fur- 
^nished  in  obedience  to  a  resolution — was  specially 
'called  for.  But  the  other  document  contains  infor- 
mation of  an  entirely  nominal  character.  One- 
half  the  iniividuals  there  implicated  are  dead  men, 
and  others  have  brought  their  vouchers,  and  yet 
we  have  been  publishing  the  document  annually. 
If  the  Secretary  did  publish  it,  it  was  under  an  an- 
cient act  of  Congress,  requiring  the  annual  pub- 
lication. Nominal  defaulters  should  not  be  pun- 
ished us  actual  defaulters.  Allow  mc  here  to  say 
to  those  gentlemen  who  seem  so  sensitive  about  the 
case  of  Mr.  Swartwout,  that  the  public  may  ima- 
gine that  they  mean,  by  raising  up  the  ghosts  of 
dead  men  for  forty  years  past,  to  cover  up  the  Ust 
fraud  of  one  of  their  own  friends.  I  will  say  that  I 
commiserate,  as  much  as  any  man,  the  ca^e  of  Mr. 
Swartwout.  I  ascribe  li is  case,  as  I  do  all  such, 
to  that  favorite  credit  system  ot  theirs,  which,  in 
clherword8,is  the  gambling  system.     This  is  the, 


source  of  all  the  degradation  in  morals  and  charao- 
ler  which  we  now  witness.  To  thia^  aystem, 
]  say,  gentlemen  may  trace  all  these  evils.  But  I 
s^iall  not  now  go  into  that  question. 

Mr.  WISE  desired  to  correct  the  gentleman  from 
Nc'w  York  in  one  fact. 

The  gentleman  speaks,  (continued  Mr.  W.)  and 
I  understand  the  whole  vecret  of  it,  with  a  view  to 
throw  the  Oppositioi^  party  in  this  House  into  the 
attitude  of  defending  Mr.  Swartwout,  and  says  _ 
that  he  commiserates  ihat  individual  as  much  as^  I 
or  »ny  other  gentleman.  Jfow  I  want  the  gentle- 
,  man  and  all  his  party  to  under^'tand  that  I  have  no 
commiseration  with  Mr.  Swartwout  I  hold  him. 
in  utter  contempt — in  utter  detestation — as  a  dis- 
honest public  officer,  who  was  retained  in  office  by 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  vith  full  maana  A 
knowing  his  dishonesty,  and  without  any  diaposi- 
tion  on  the  part  of  the  Secretary  to  do  his  datj,. 
and  bring  the  defaulter  to  punishment.  I  appeal 
to  the  ghosts  of  no  dead  men.  My  appeal  is  to  the 
living — the  living  who  now  walk  abroad,  unscathed^ 
nnivhipped  of  justice,  through  the  whole  lengtiL 
and  breadth  of  this  land.  My  business  is  with  the 
living,  not  the  dead.  Let  them  rest  in  their  graves; 
I  .shall  not  disturb  their  repose. 

Mr.  W.  THOMPSON  said  that  he  also  dis- 
claimed all  sympathy  with  Mr,  Swartwoat.  He 
[Mr.  T.]  entirely  approved  of  the  course  of  the 
Administration  in  relation  to  his  defalcations.  Bat 
he  wanted  to  contrast  their  present  course  with  that 
previ  usly  adopted  bv  them. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG.  The  gentleman  from 
Virginia  [Mr.  Wise]  will  pardon  me.  I  mean  to 
say  that  I  feel  as  much  sj^mpathy  with  the  case  ot 
Mr.  Swartwout  as  I  do  v#ith  the  case  of  the  poor 
smuggler.  When  we  mak«e  laws  contrary  to  the 
rigijs  of  man,  if  the  smuggler  should  be  taken  and 
hango.l,  I  should  be  more  prone  to  desire  that  the 
law-maker  himself  should  be  hanged  rather  than 
the  .muggier.  I  do  5ay  that  those  who  are  in  favor 
of  h. us  which  wiii  bring  upon  the  country  sach 
evils  as  these  are  as  responsible  to  the  country  as 
the  i'l'lividual  who  commits  the  fraud;  and  when. 
som<^  poor  man  becomes  the  victim,  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia  will  pardon  me  if  my  impulse  of  hu- 
manity ^oes  ahead  of  his.  The  case  of  Mr.  Swartwout 
I  regar  I  as  of  the  most  flagrant  character,  and  de- 
serviiu;  of  the  severest  reprobation j  but,  at  the 
same  linie,  I  cannot  avoid  looking  at  the  cause 
of  thi$  'vhole  system,  of  the  demoralizing  lea 
dency  oC  which  we  have  such  abundant  evi- 
dences. But,  sir,  we  shall  have  ample  time 
to  g>>  into  this  question,  and  to  trace  all  these 
ruin  on ;  speculations'  in  lands  and  stocks  to  the 
right  snnrce— the  credit  system.  I  am  willing 
that  all  I  he  defalcations  should  be  published  as 
D)urh  as  jjentlemen  please,  because  I  believe  that 
the  moj  -  we  multiply  copies  of  them,  the  mors  sa- 
tivfied  will  the  people  become  that  the  law  which 
was  bef<»re  us  the  session  before  last  and  the  last 
session,  an  I  which  has  again  been  reported,  ought 
to  have  b  en  the  law  from  1789  down  to  the  pre- 
sent lime.  I  believe  that,  if  the  law  now  reported 
had  been  the  law  of  the  land,  Mr.  Swartwout  never 
could  have  escaped  detectioi^  and  that  he  never 
wouKl  have  been  a  defaulter.  All  I  ask  of  gentle- 
men is,  to  read  the  provisions  of  the  bill,  and  see 
whether  they  are  not  the  only  provisions  which  caa 
be  adopted  to  prevent  similar  defalcations. 

Mr.  REEO  said  that  he  well  recollected  to  have 
heard  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  [Mr.  Cam- 
BRCLENo,]  «i  few  days  previous  to  the  close  of  (he 
last  se.^si.'u  of  Congress,  and  after  Ihe  signal  defeat 
of  ih?  S«l -Treasury  bill,  boast  loudly  that  the 
Sub-Treat?rrv  was  in  operation,  and  would  con- 
tinue 10  be  until  1840— (he  added,  "in  spite  of  the 
lameniaiion;^  here  and  elsewhere.")  And  now  the 
private  an-l  public  losses  and  evils  we  have  suffer- 
ed, and  even  the  frauds  and  defalcations  of  public 
officers,  arc  charged  to  the  Opposition — to  us  of  the 
minrrity. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  here  rose  [Mr.  R.  having 
m<tnu*niaiily  yielded  the  floor]  and  said  that  the 
remark  of  the  gentleman  afforded  him  [Mr.  C]  an 
opporuinity  of  stating  what  his  opinion  was  in  re* 
lation  to  the  law  of  the  land  as  now  existing.  Kia 
opinion  wn<  that,  since  the  suspension  of  speei^ 
payments,  the  deposite  act  of  1836  hadheeomo  JUt|^ 
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and  Toid,  and  ihat  the  lasl  clause  of  the  8th  sectien 
ttfiftA  the  act  of  1789,  which  was  the  only  act  or- 
guisDg  the  Treasury  Departmeot,  aad  by  which 
die  keepiDg  of  the  pahlic  moDeys  was  made  the* 
expQSS  dviy  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  Uaiied  States. 
Undfrihat  act  the  Treasurer  was  the  exclusive 
kerper  of  the  public  money,  and  nothing  bat  gold 
or  drer  was  recei  vable  in  payment  of  public  dues. 
IVlatier  had,  however,  been  subsequently  modi- 
fied by  the  joint  resolution  of  1816,  and  the  act  of 
ihe  14ih  of  July,  1836,  tolerating  the  receipt  uf 
bulr  notes  conditionally . 

Mr.  REED  cpntinued.  The  statement  and  ex- 
plaoaikm  now  giyea  by  the  gentleman  does  not  at 
all  ehuge  the  facts.  The  statement  of  the  gentle- 
ffliB,  which  I  ba?e  alluded  to,  made  here  last  ses- 
HOD,  and  which  is  not  denied,  no  man  in  this  House 
eu  hare  foigotten.  We  were  then  assured,  and 
tht  eoaotry  was  assured,  by  thai  gentleman,  that 
die  Sob-Ttcasury  was  then  in  operation,  and  would 
coBtinae  to  be  until  1840,  in  tpUe  of  us.  Is  it  not 
in  operation?  Did  not  President  Jackson  "take  the 
le^wjisibility,"  and  make  it  known  to  Congress  and 
tbecsoouy,  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  and 
ill  the  sobordinaterofficei^  of  the  Treasury  Depart- 
mrot  were  sobject  to  his  control? 

The  gentltman  chances  the  specnlations  and 
overtnding  monopolies,  and  even  the  frauds  and 
,  defalcatioDS  of  public  officers,  to  the  minority. 
Hate  the  minority  made  your  laws?  Have  ihey 
ippoifeted  your  aollectors  and  disuict  attorneys, 
[&Mrftpoii(,  Price,  ^c.]  and  your  land  receivers? 
We  ire,  at  this  late  day,  called  upon  by  the  Presi- 
deot  to  aid  in  detecting  and  puni;»hinj?  defaulters. 
The  great  defaulters  are  far  beyond  our  reach,  and 
we  shall  probably  search  in  vain  for  the  va^it 
«aoaot  of  money  they  have  fraudulently  taken 
frooithe  Sab-Treasury.  If  the  President  would 
save  (he  money  of  the  people,  he  should  appoint 
awfiioneil  and  capable  for  custojnhouse  officers 
isd  imid rtcthers.  And  the  Treasury  Department 
iWld  require  J  hem  to  render  a  strict  account  of 
ihetr  stewardship,  and  their  accounts  should  be 
rendered  frequently  and  intelligibly.  Then,  ir 
frauds  were  attempted,  they  would  soon  be  detecl- 
ed^  ind,  under  a  proper  supervision,  could  never 
be  practised,  as  they  have  been  under  our  new  sys- 
tem for  years,  and  to  an  alarming  amount.  But 
dK|entleman  informs  us  that  these  losses  are  the 
rsbU  of  a  gambling  system,  and  that  certain  poll- 
tidus  are  responsible  for  the  consequences.  Who 
are  they?  Who  have  had  the  power  and  control 
of  the  Government  for  ten  years  past?  Has  it  not 
beca  in  the  hands  of  the  gentleman  himself  and 
Uifriepds?  Should  ihey  not  be  held  responsible 
for  Iheir  own  measures  and  the  ondnct  of  their 
own  officen.?.    Their  own  Sub-Treasury  opera- 

tiODS? 

Aliboogh  I  differ  entirely  from  the  gentleman 
froa  New  York  [Mr.  Caiibrelkn(}J  as  to  his  argu- 
aeotopon  responsibility,  I  entirely  agree  with  him 
as  10  the  propriety  of  printing  the  documents  pro- 
posed by  the  motion  we  arc  now  considering. 
They  will  afford  most  important  information  to  the 
people,  and  they  will  demand  it  at  the  present  time. 
Itwill  show  them  what  has  been  done,  and  what  has 
beaa  left  undone  in  the  appointment  of  fit  men  to 
take  care  of  the  Treasury.  Ii  will  show  how  ihey 
have  been  treated  by  the  Ejteculive,  and  what  care 
lias  been  taken  of  the  public  money. 

It  may,  and  I  trust  will,  attract  the  attention  of 
the  Government  and  people,  and  be  the  means  of 
^nag  a  part  at  least  of  what  otherwise  might  be 
kftlof  what  yet  remains,  and  of  that  which  may 
hoeafter  come  into  the  Treasury.  I  confrss,  5aid 
Mr.  R.  I  have  beard  the  objections  of  the  gentl^- 
■la  from  Michigan  [Mr.  Crart]  with  surprise. 
He  objects  on  account  of  the  eipensa  of  prmiing. 
The  expense  at  most  can  be  but  small,  and  it  must 
beill-jodged  economy  to  refB^c  a  fcvr  dollars  ex- 
pose when  we  may  hope  by  such  means  to  save 
millioBS  of  the  money  of  the  country  from  being 
svqN  away  by  miserable  and  unprincipled  de- 
faaltefs. 

It  is  objected,  by  several  genllcmcn,  that,  if  one 
ftft^  documents  named  is  published,  it  will  be  most 
tn/A  and  unjust  to  the  memory  (tf  the  deal  and  the 
livim,  inasinacfa  a«,  by  the  books  of  the  Treasury, 
9MM  appear  lo  be  defaulters  who  arc  not  so  in 


reality.  The  books  of  the  Treasury  (if  not  burnt) 
must  remain,  whether  published  or  not;  and  had  I  a 
friend  or  anccster  who  appeared  to  be  a  defaulter, 
and  who  was  not  so  in  reality,  I  i>hould  thank  the 
Government  for  publishing  it,  that  it  might  attract 
attention,  that  the  accounts  might  be  settled  and 
balanced,  and  justice  done  to  his  memory.  Nothing 
is  asked  to  be  published  but  recorded  truth. 

The  publications  desired  for  ourselves  and  the 
people  are  facts.  Facts  from  the  Treasury  Depart- 
oient  itself.  Facts  which  the  people  should  know 
at  this  time;  suffering,  as  they  do,  from  the  most 
ruinous  and  profligate  defalcations.  Facts  which 
may  have  a  most  important  bearing  upon  public 
opinion,  and  may  yet  have  an  influence  upon  our- 
sielve?.  Under  such  circumstances,  let  those  alone 
refuse  the  publication  who  fear  the  effect  of  the 
light  of  truth. 

Mr.  LOOMISsaid  that  he  deemed  the  resolution  an 
extraordinary  one;  it  was  for  the  reprinting  of  docu- 
ments which  have  been  called  for  by  the  House, 
printed  by  its  order,  and  laid  on  the  tables  of  all 
Ihe  members  at  the  last  session;  it  could  not,  there- 
fore, be  for  the  information  of  members.  A  large 
extra  number  were  also  ordered  by  the  House  at 
the  last  session,  and  were  distributed  by  the  mem- 
bers to  their  constiiuent4».  The  public  were  in 
possession  of  this  information.  In  this  state  of 
the  case  there  must  be  some  very  good  reason 
to  induce  him  to  consent  to  select  this  document, 
an  edition  of  twenty  thousand  copies,  equal 
to  the  largest  number  ever  ordered  of  the 
most  interesting  and  important  documents 
of  the  present  session  ;  but  that  this  docu- 
ment, of  all  othcri,  should  be  selected,  was  most 
extraordinary.  He  well  recollected  that  when  one 
of  these  documents  was  published,  complaints 
were  heard  from  the  pre^s,  in  all  parts  of  the  coun- 
try, of  the  great  injustice  done  private  individuals. 
Many  persons  had  been  exhibited  to  the  public  as 
defaulters  who  in  reality  were  not  so.  A  balance 
stood  against  them  on  the  books  of  the  Treasury. 
Some  of  them  had  lost  their  vouchers,  and  could 
not,  therefore,  have  the  books  balanced,  thoosh 
every  body  was  satisfied  they  were  not  defaul- 
ters. Som«,  through  inadvertence  or  inability, 
have  not  had  their  disbursements  foripally  al- 
lowed, and  credited  on  the  books  of  the  Department; 
others  were  long  since  dead.  Sir,  the  complaint 
was  well  foupded.  The  House  had  no  right  to  in- 
flict pain  unnecessarily,  to  do  injustice  to  indivi- 
duals. It  is  said  they  want  light  and  truth.  Then 
let  them  call  for  information,  and  I  will  go  with 
them.  If  thsy  wish  to  know  the  present  state  of 
the  books,  let  them  call  for  that;  their  condition  last 
year  they  have  heard — they  can  refer  to  it  in  their 
speeches,  publish  it  in  the  newspapers,  and  make 
use  of  it  in  any  and  every  way  they  choose,  for 
electioneering  purposes;  but  if  they  wanted  the 
truth,  if  light  was  their  object,  why  not  call  for  ii? 
why  not  take  the  state  of  things  as  they  now  exist? 
If  injustice  was  done  to  individuals  by  the  publica-' 
tion  of  the  balances  on  the  books  as  then  existing, 
and  which  balances  some  of  the  individuals  con- 
cerned may  since  then  have  had  corrected,  why  in- 
sist on  republishing  an  unjust,  erroneous  statement, 
who»e  only  use  must  be  for  electioneering  purposes, 
and  by  which  the  House  would  again  perpetuate  a 
great  wrong?  For  one,  he  could  not  be  driven  to 
vote  for  the  expenditure  of  the  public  money  for 
such  purposes,  by  any  apprehension  that  he  should 
be  charged  with  suppressing  light.  Sir,  I  move  to 
amend  the  resoUition,  by  striking  out  all  that  part 
which  relates  to  the  documents  of  last  session. 

Mr.  C.  II.  WILLIAMS  of  Tennessee,  rose  and 
said:  It  i-  not  my  intention,  Mr.  Speaker,  to  ad- 
dress the  Houde.  My  object  is  simply  to  make  a 
motion.  Before  I  do  so,  sir,  I  wish  to  state,  for 
Ihe  information  of  the  gentleman  from  New  York, 
[Mr.  Cambreleno,]  that  William  M.  Price,  the 
ass(*ciale  and  companion  in  guilt  of  Mr.  Swart- 
wout,  i"?  an  acknowledged  Loco  Foco;  and  on  the 
eve  of  the  gentleman's  election  at  Tammany  Hall, 
Mr.  Price  made,  as  I  am  informed,  an  able  speech 
in  favor  of  the  "Independcnt"Sub-Trcasnry  scheme. 
He  succeeded,  to  the  entire  satisfaction  of  the 
pariy,  in  proving  that  it  would  work  in  practice 
iiifisutcly  belter  than  banks.  This  information  is 
given  as  a  set-oflT  against  the  gentleua&'S  fears 


thai  the  Whigs  might,  perchance,  be  supposed  to 
be  defending  a  friend  in  the  person  of  Samuel 
Swartwout,  and  for  the  additional  purpose  of  re- 
lieving the  gentleman's  mind  from  the  unpleasant- 
ness that  must  necessarily  accompany  such  an  un- 
founded belief.  I  move,  sir,  the  previous  ques- 
tion. 

But  Mr.  W.  withdrew  the  demand  on  the  request 
of  Mr.  Garland  of  Virginia,  and  on  the  pledge 
of  that  gentleman  to  renew  it. 

Mr,  GARLAND  said  he  should  vole  for  the  pub- 
lication of  these  documents.  He  had  originally 
called  for  them  ;  and  to  show  th«  gentleman  from 
Michigan  [Mr.  Crary,]  that  he,  (Mr.  G.)  was  un- 
willing to  do  injustice  lo  any  individual,  he  held  in 
his  hand  a  resolulion  which  he  proposed  to  ofl^er  as 
an  amendment,  and  by  which  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  was  called  upon  lo  furnish  a  list  not  only 
of  those  whose  accounts  had  been  adjusted,  but 
also  a  list  of  defaulters  up  to  the  1st  of  October. 
His  proposition  was  in  the  following  words  : 

Resolvedy  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
report  to  this  House,  l$t.  What  defalcations  by 
collectors  and  receivers,  or  olher  depositaries  of  ihe 
public  money,  have  taken  place  since  the  1st  day 
of  October,  183T,  the  names  of  the  defaulters,  when 
and  where  they  took  place,  and  what  amount.  2.1. 
What  anion nt  has  been  paid,  or  what  balances 
appearing  due  from  defaulters,  in  the  report  of  the 
17th  of  January  last,  have  been  adjusted  and  re- 
duced. 

Mr.  WISE  accepted  the  above  as  a  modification 
of  his  motion,  which  he  again  further  modified  by 
adding  t 

And  that  he  be  requested  to  report  to  this  House 
all  the  correspondence  tonching  defalcations  of  re- 
ceivers and  collectors  of  public  money  since  the 
Department  furnished  Doc,  No.  297. 

And  the  question  being  on  the  amendment  of 
Mr.  Loom  IS — 

Mr.  Garland  resumed.  He  would  not  go  into 
an  argument,  as  he  was  under  pledge  lo  re nmv  the 
demand  for  the  pre v ions  question.  Hp  certainly 
believed,  as. the  gentleman  from  Michigan  [Mr. 
Crart]  had  stated,  that,  in  some  instances,  ba!aocc<« 
did  appear  against  public  agents  who  were  not 
guilty.  It  was  ri^ht  and  proper  that  corrections  in 
such  ca^es  should  be  made.  When  they  were 
made,  they  would  accompany  the  present  docu- 
ments as  they  were  spui  out  to  the  country,  and 
then  the  country  would  know  the  whnlc  ^yMc'm 
t'rom  head  to  foot,  not  only  under  the  operation  of 
the  act  of  1789,  but  of  all  the  laws  which  bad  been 
Fub^eqnently  passed.  He  de.'-ired  thai  thi);  iiilonna- 
lion  should  go  to  the  country,  whe'.her  it  i'l nitrated 
the  value  of  the  Sub-Treasury  scheme,  ur  whether 
it  illustrated  the  contrary.  He  wanted  the  infor-, 
malion  to  go  lo  the  peop'e  in  the  shape  in  which  it 
was  presented  at  the  Treasury  Deparluaent,  exhi- 
biting \he  facts,  and  leaving  the  people  to  draw  their 
own  inferences.  It  was  a  question  of  vital  inlereit 
to  them.  It  was  now  proposed  to  chanjc*^  the  sys- 
tem of  finance,  as  it  had  stood  from  1789  to 
the  present  hour.  The  good  or  the  evil  of 
the  present  scheme  was  to  be  illustrated  by  that 
best  of  all  teMs,  experience.  If  these  facts  should 
go  to  show,  as  the  gentleman  from  "^ew  York 
[Mr.  Cambrelenc]  had  slated,  that  the  credit 
system  was  false,  let  it  so  appear,  if  ihe  contrary, 
let  it  so  appear,  and  let  the  people  dratr  iheir  infe- 
rences accordingly.  It  was  imporunt  that  the 
whole  truth  should  go  to  the  courvlry,  that  it  might 
receive,  not  the  partisan,  but  the  unbiasel  judg- 
ment of  the  people.  Some  gentlemen  seemed  to 
ihink  that  an  extra  number  of  these  documents  had 
already-been  printed.  When  the  first  report  came 
in,  a  gentleman  from  New  York  moved  th?  print- 
ing of  5,000  extra  copies;  which  wert  (Tdered.  But 
of  the  second  document  no  extra  copies  had  been 
printed,  it  having  been  printed  only  for  the  use  of 
the  members.  All  he  wanted  was,  to  test  the  con- 
flicting systems  before  the  country.  Gentlemen  drew 
one  conclusion,  and  he  drew  another.  He  had  taken 
his  position,  and  he  did  not  intend  to  retreat  from 
it.  Other  gentlemen  had  taken  theirs.  Let,  there- 
fore, the  whole  facts  go  to  the  country,  nnd  lei  the 
people  decide  the  question  under  the  full  blaze  of 
light  which  those  facts  would  shed.  And  for 
the  purpose  of  pi  obing  those  facts  'q  the  boitoQii 
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and  fJcveloping  the  whole  truth,  he  would  go  with 
gentlemen  to  any  extent. 

In  accordance  uith  his  pledge,  he  renewed  the 
demand  for  the  previous  question;  but  Mr.  Wil- 
liams having  released  him  from  the  promise,  the 
demand  for  the  previous  question 'was  again  with- 
drawn. 

Mr.  DUNCAN  said,  if  he  understood  himself ,  he 
should  be  the  last  man  to  sqppre&s  the  publication 
of  any  thing  that  was  calculated  to  enlighten  the 
minds  of  the  people;  and  if  he  understood  himself 
he  would  be  the  last  man  to  do  any  thing  having  a 
tendency  to  cover  the  iniquity  or  the  fraud  of  any 
officer  in  any  department  of  the  Government.  But 
when  had  the  House  been  out  of  the  sound  of 
charges  against  the  Government  of  extravagance 
and  profligacy?  It  was  a  standing  charge.  When 
the  members  o(  the  Administration  party  voted  to 
retrench,  it  was  aiiribuled  to  improper  motives— to 
a  desire  to  cover  up  the  iniquity  of  the  various  De- 
partments of  the  Government — to  dcmagoguism — 
or  to  some  sinister  influence.  He  cared  not  what 
the  questfon  might  be,  with  that  end  in  view,  it 
was  at  once  and  invariably  met  with  a  cry  of  cor- 
rupt mctiveij. 

Mr.  D.  alludad  to  the  care  and  caution  required 
for  the  protection  of  the  public  money,  in  the  three 
leadings  of  bills  In  both  Houses  before  a  dollar 
could  be  expended;  and  yetsentl«men  introduced 
a  resolution  to  expend  twenty,  thirty,  or  forty  thou* 
sand  dollars  to  no  purpose  whatever,  and  that  reso- 
lution was  to  be  adopted  rn  fire  minutes,  and  al- 
most without  a  word  being  said.  He  hoped  it 
would  not  be  agreed  to.  He  objected  to  its  adop- 
tion because  no  good  could  grow  out  of  it,  aud  be< 
cau$te,  as  had  been  stated,  the  characters  of  inno- 
cent men  would  be  injured;  for  there  were  some 
appearing  as  defaulters,  who  were  not  so.  To 
publish  information  of  such  a  character  would  be 
to  do  an  injustice  which  never  could  be  remedied. 
The  very  least  t?ial  could  be  done  on  behalf  of 
those  who  might  be  injured,  would  be  to  refer  the 
documents  to  a  committee,  to  see  what  portions 
ought,  in  justice,  to  be  published. 

He  would  move,  however,  to  lay  the  whole  sub- 
ject on  the  table.  But  Mr.  D.  withdrew  the  mo- 
tion, at  the  request  of  several  gentlemen. 

Mr.  BRONSON,  after  alluding  to  the  raanner«in 
which  these  documents  had  severally  been  pub- 
lished at  the  last  session  of  Congress,  by  order  of 
the  ](ionse,  and  to  the  injustice  which  one  of  these 
documents  had  indicted,  expressed  himself  opposed 
to  the  motion  to  reprint. 

Mr.  MENEFEE  said  he  was  happy  to  witness 
such  scenes  as  this  in  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives. He  could  perceive  a  feverish  auxiety  in  the 
party  in  power,  which  indicated  that  after  all  the 
enormities  which  had  come  to  light  there  were 
othtr  and  gi eater  still  behind.  Hence  the  anxiety 
to  stifle  debate  and  quench  the  light  which  was  be- 
ginning to  be  shed  on  dark  transactions  long  bid- 
den from  the  public  eyQ.  After  the  proof  had 
come  of  iniquity  after  iniquity  which  had  been 
plunged  like  avalanches  from  the  heights  of  power 
into  the  pure  lake  of  our  Republican  institutions, 
now  that  liberty  was  looking  to  this  House  for 
help,  now  came  a  solemn  tirade  in  the  Globe 
against  wasting  time  in  this  most  villaQous  debate, 
and  appeal  to  the  leige  subjects  of  the  throne  at 
once  to  put  a  stop  to  it;  and  while  such  intiniations 
came  from  the  official  organ,  simultaneously  there 
was  an  effort,  within  the  House,  to  smother  docu- 
mentary light.  Mr.  M.  after  some  remarks  on 
the  increase  o(  the  public  expenditures,  and  the 
u^e  which  had  been  made  of  the  public  money, 
said  it  was  vaiu  to  hope  for  longer  concealment; 
the  deeds  of  the  party  were  rushing  to  the  ligiit 
with  the  resistless  force  of  destiny.  The  peJty  ex- 
cuses of  economy  would  not  answer  the  purpose; 
they  had  lo^t  their  charm;  the  public  began  too 
well  to  understand  the  economy  of  this  Admin  »'- 
(ratioD.  Ii  might  as  well  at  once,  with  arms  cross- 
ed and  hearts  resigned,  come  up  tj  that  bar,  where 
the  American  people  would  pass  on  its  deeds  and 
award  their  due  recompense.  That  people  would 
embody  the  iniquities  often  long  years,  and,  placing 
them  on  the  head  of  the  victims,  would  stretch  the 
saoriiicial  knife,  and,  cailiug  on  Heaven,  would 


make,  one  great  expiatory  offering  to  the  God  of 
liberty. 

Mr.  M.  denied  that  the  documents  gave  a  false 
statement  in  relation  to  defaulters  ;  they  only  stat- 
ed what  appeared  on  the  record  ;  this  was  all  they 
professed  to  do,  and  this  they  did.  These  com- 
mencing groans  of  detected  guilt  were  as  nothing ; 
they  were  meie  whispers,  y^a,  sweet  sounds,  in 
comparison  to  the  outcries  of  national  agony  that 
would  soon  fill  the  air  as  the  whole  truth  came  (o 
view.  Come  if  raunt.  Let  it  aflfect  this  party  or 
that  party,  things  had  reached  a  point  at  which 
concealment  was  any  longer  hopeless.  Whether 
these  defaults  wereor  were  not  an  argument  against 
the  Sub-Treasury — let  them  be  even  the  strongest 
argument  in  its  favor — still  the  people  must  have 
the  truth.  The  truth  would  go  like  a  two-edged 
sword  ;  error  mu&t  gel  out  of  the  way,  or  be  cut  in 
twain.  Away  with  this  pitiful  talk  about  the  ex- 
pense of  printing  ..a  document !  Let  the  people 
be  DO  longer  insulted  by  an  open  attempt  to  stifle 
the  light  and  hide  the  truth  from  them.  Have  it 
they  would,  and  have  it  all. 

Mr.  PRENTISS  said  he  was  as  well  pleased  as 
the  gentleman  who  had  just  taken  his  seat  at  wit- 
nessing the  sensation  in  certain  parts  of  this  House 
at  every  fresh  haul  of  truth  from  the  great  deep  of 
this  Administration's  secrets.  The  great  oyster  bed 
had  not  been  disturbed  for  years,  now,  and  he  did 
not  doubt  that  another  grab  would  bring  above 
water  larger  and  fatter  oysters  than  any  which  had 
yet  been  opened.  Yes,  there  were  other  fine  fish  be- 
low, which  had  not  yet  been  hooked  up  or  speared. 
He  was  for  trying  all  ways  to  get  at  them;  lines, 
netx,  spears,  harpoons;  any  means  and  all  means 
he  was  for  trying,  so  that  by  some  means  the  fish 
might  be  made  to  appear  above  water.  He  was 
happy  to  perceive,  from  some  symptoms  of  com- 
punetion  on  the  other  side,  that  the  party  was  not  as 
yet  **  desperately  wicked;"  they  were  not  judicially 
hardened;  there  was  some  linle  nucleus  of  mo- 
ral principle,  around  which  better  feelings  might 
yet  cluster,  so  as  to  leave  a  hope  that  they  might 
still  be  snatched  as  brands  from  the  burning. 
He  had  begun  to  thing  that  the  skin  of  this 
Administration  was  like  that  of  the  rhino^ros,  in- 
sensible to  all  attacks,  and  proof  against  the  keenest 
dart;  but  he  now  began  to  have  a  better  hope. 
The  Globe  might  admonish,  and  warn,  and  entreat, 
but  it  was  in  vain;  the  Globe  could  not  stop  this 
debate  on  corruption.  It  would  go  on;  the  nation 
would  hear  it.  Gentlemen  did  not  like  this  word 
corruption;  but  if  he  thought  their  ears  were  not 
callous,  he  would  buy  a  starling  and  have  it  taught 
to  cry  nothing  but  "corruption !"  He  would  find 
the  Administration  when  it  lay  asleep,  and  in  its 
ear  he  would  halloo  "corruption!  corruption  !  cor- 
ruption !"  He  would  not,  according  to  the  advice 
of  the  gentleman  from  New  York  over  the  way, 
[Mr.  Cambrgleng,]  have  the  nnatomical  dissec- 
tions confined  to  dead  subjects;  no,  there  were 
plenty  of  living  ones  whose  imposthumes  needed 
the  knife.  He  trusted  these  documents  would  be 
published;  he  wanted  them  for  two  purposes;  first 
for  lessons  of  morality,  and  then  as  models  of  the 
King's  EngHsh.  His  friend  had  said  they  would  | 
cut  like  a  two-edged  sword;  ay,  like  a  thrti-eAged  i 
one. 

Mr.  ATHERTON  said  he  merely  rose  to  reply 
to  a  single  remark  made  by  the  gentleman  from  Mis- 
sissippi, [Mr.  Prentiss.]  That  gentleman  had  said 
he  would  continually  cry  out  "corruption"  against 
this  Administration;  nay,  he  would  buy  a  starling 
which  should  be  taught  to  speak  nothing  bjt  "cor- 
ruption, corruption."  Mr.  A.  would  make  the 
reply,  v^hich  was -once  made  in  the  British  Parlia- 
ment on  a  similar  occasion.  The  member  of  Par- 
liament to  .whom  he  alluded,  said  iu  reply  to  a 
similar  remark,  that  gentK-men  need  not  trouble 
themselves  to  buy  a  starling  for  that  purpose.  For 
as  long  as  they  themselves  kept  continually  utter- 
ing the  same  wordf,  with  just  as  much  reason  and 
meaning  as  the  starling  would  have  in  uttering 
them,  the  words  would  produce,  no  doubt,  just  as 
much  eflect  as  if  the  starling  himself  should  speak 
them. 

Mr.  THOMAS  expressed  a  reluctance  to  pro- 
long this  desultory  debate,  and  yet  he  must  consent 
t«  do  so,  or  to  vote  without  having  the  reasons 


upon  which  h'a  vote  would  be  founded  presenltd 
to  the  public.  No  one  who  had  participated  ir.  the 
discussion  had  stated  the  considerations  by  which 
he  wfs  governed. 

The  question  be/ore  the  House  was  coaaplex. 
it  had  a  double  aspect. '  The  resolution  originallj 
presented  called  for  the  publication  of  certain  do- 
cuments. The  gentleman  frojn  Virginia  [Mr. 
Garland]  had  moved  an  amendment  tn  this  reso- 
lu'ion,  requiring  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea.sury  to 
communicate  further  information  concerning  the 
defaults  of  public  ofiicers.  This  amendment  has 
been  accepted  by  the  mover  of  the  original  resola- 
tion,  and  thus  two  questions,  not  necessarily  coifc- 
nrcled,  are  blended  in  one  proposition.  A  vote  for 
or  against  this  proposition  could  not  be  satisfacto^ 
rily  given.  Many  members,  like  himself,  may  be 
willing  to  call  upon  the  Secretary  for  further  lafor- 
mation,  and,  nevertheless,  be  hostile  to  the  passaj^e 
of  that  part  of  this  resolution  authorizing  the  publi- 
cation of  20,000  copies  of  certain  public  documents. 
To  relieve  us  fiom  this  embarrassment,  the  gentle- 
man from  New  York  [Mr.  Loomis]  has  proposed  lo 
strike  out  of  this  amendt^d  resolution  all  tnat  part 
that  relates  to  the  publication  of  the  documents, 
and  for  this  proposed  amendment  Mr.  T.  was  pre- 
pared to  vote. 

He  was  opposed  to  the  publication  designed  to 
be  made,  and  would  give  his  reasons  touching  ea<^ 
document  separately.    This  would  be  done,  re- 
gardless of  denunciation  or  declamation  from  any 
quarter  of  the  House.    There  is^  shrewdness   and 
sagacity  in  the  country  sufficient  to  disriagaisil 
bold  asserHon  and  harsh  invective  from  arg:unient 
and  proof.    Instead  of  an  attempt  to  show  that  the 
public  interest  required  that  this  publication  shoold 
be  made,  nearly  the  whole  time  of  one  class  of 
speakers  had  been  consumed  in  what  looked  iretj 
much  like  an  effort  to  deter  the  friends  of  the  Ad- 
ministration from  voting  for  the  am  end  men  t  moved 
by  the  gentlemai»  from  New  York.    The  Republl 
can  party  and  the  friends  of  the  independence  of  the 
National  Treasury  of  the  banks  of  the  States,  it  is 
said,  -dare  not  publish  these  documents,  because 
they  serve  to  illustrate- the  fallacy  of  the  principles 
upon  which  the  proposed  separation  of  the  Gkivem- 
ment  and  the  basks  is  vindicated.    This  declara- 
tion has  been  made,  and  as  often  answered;  and  yH 
it  is  reiterated  here.    By  what  kind  of  reasoning 
do  gentlemen  form  and  cherish  this  most  extraordi- 
nary opinion?    Who  are  the  public  defaulters,  a 
list  of  whose  names  is  furnished  in  document 
No.   lin     A>)d   whfn  was   the    public    monej 
with  which  they  were  entrusted  embezzled?     The 
documents  show  that  these  depredations  npon  the 
public  treasure  comaettccd  immediately  after  the 
Government  was  organised,  and  have  continoed 
under  every  administration  which  has   been   in 
power.    The  public  defaulters  are  not  then  con- 
fined to  any  one  class  of  politicians.    And  ibe  fact 
that  public  money  has  been  misapplied   by  those 
who  had  it  in  charge  under  the  late  and  present 
Administrations  cannot,  in  itself,  be  fairly  adduced 
in  support  of  fhe  charge  that  the  Executive  branA 
of  the  Government  is  corrupt,  or  that  it  has  faulted 
to  exercise  due  diligence  in  the  executiou  of  the 
laws.    The  truth  is,  that  the  source  of  this  gi*eat 
public  evil  can  be  traced  to  unwise  legislation.  Tiie 
laws  intended  to  guard  the  public  money  are  de- 
fective.   The  legislative  branch  ef  the   Govern 
ment  is  jusily  censurable  for  the  loss  of  a  large 
share  of  the  money  which  has  been  purloined.  The 
National  Treasury  never  has  been  properly  orga- 
nized, and  until  Congress  becomes  sensible  of  this, 
and  undertakes  coolly  and  deliberately  to  amena 
the  existing  laws  instead  ef  dealing  daily  in  whote- 
sale  denunciations  of  those  who  have  to  administer 
ihcro,  the  public  money  cannot  be  preserved  from 
the  plunderers  1)y  any  vigilance  that  a  Secremry  of 
the  Treasury  can  exercise. 

Monstrous  as  this  attempt  to  throw  upon  Um 
party  in  power  the  whole  odium  of  these  defalea« 
tions,  commencing  with  and  extending  through  the 
entire  existence  of  the  Government,  must  t>e'  ccSfc* 
sidered  by  all  fair  and  impartial  men,  it  is  exceed- 
ed in  enormity  by  the  pretence  that  the  friends  of 
an  Independent  Treasury  have'causetofear  a,  puV^ 
licationof  the  documents  illustrating  those  fraads^ 
Who,  sir,  are  the  public  defaulters?    To  what  clasa 
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o(  public  officefs  do  ibey  belong?     Some  of  them 
hare  been  employed  to  collect  your  reveDaes  from 
jaods,  custom?,  and  other  sources;  and  others  have 
beea  appointed  to  pay  oat  and  expeod  the  public 
Boaejia  porsoaiice  of  appropriations  made  by 
law.    Does  aoy  party  in  this  country  propose  to 
dspeose  with  the  agency  of  either  class  of  these 
pablie  fiuictioDarie»?    Has  any  member  upon  this 
iiotytt  made  such  a  proposition?    Let  gentlemen 
cooe  cm  aod  declare  that  we  mu!>t  have  no  indi- 
rkiQal  agfots  responsible  to  the  people  of  the  Uni- 
led  States  to  receive  or  disburse  the  pablic  money. 
Ut  ibem  say  that  the  cashiers  of  the  State  banks 
shall  exercise  these  fanciioos  of  the  Treasury  Depart- 
laeot.  Let  them  briog  in  a  bill  to  authorize  the  direc- 
lois  of  certain  State  baoks  to  appoint  individual 
Bgeois  looollect  and  dish  0  rse  the  pu  bl  ic  money  instead 
ofderolriog  that  power  upon  the  Chief  Magistrate 
ottbeAmeiicaa  people,  and  they  can  then,  with 
sooe  propriety,  claim  to  be  the  projectors  of  a  sys- 
leiB  sot  to  be  Injuriously  affected   by  the  disclo- 
saicsooniaioed  in  the  documents  they  propose  to 
pobiish.     Until  that  is  done,  in  the  names  of  jus- 
tice aod  common  sense,  let  us  hear  no  more  florid 
dcciamaiioQ  about  the  annihilating  effect  of  these 
defaJcatioos  upon  the  proposed  separation  of  the 
Gomomcnt  aod  the  banks.      They  cannot  retard 
ihi  progress  of  liiat  great  measure  in  pablic  opinion. 
Tbey  must  Serve  to  quicken  its  march.    Nearly  all 
&e  mooej  which  has  been  lost  was  embezzled 
vhiie  banks  were  used  as  depositories  of  the  public 
fiods.   Notwithstanding,  those  who  wish  to  return 
Oihaisystem  charge  that  its  opponents  are  hostile 
10  the  publication  of  a  docomeut  containing  proof 
of  thai  fact.     There  is  not  the  slighe&t  foundation 
for  the  charge.    No  member  has  signified  a  wish 
to  withhold  information  from  the  people.      Five 
thoosaad  copies  of  the  first  docament  in  the  series 
ONktaiDed  m  this  resolution  were  pablished  at  the 
hit  snsion.      It  has  been  scrutinized    and   ex- 
iDiacd.     It  makes,  all    admit,   erroneous   im- 
pressions—doing  gieat  injustice  to  many  worthy 
us.     The  nam;s  of  individuals  are  upon  it,  as 
defaoiters,  who  are  known  not  to  be  indebted  to  the 
Uaited  State;:.      The  Secretary,    in    accordance 
viib  the  resolution  of  Congress,  has  sent  to  us  ex- 
tuds  from  the  books  of  the  Department,  showing 
hifeanoogts  charged  to  public  officers  who  have, 
ipQB  final  settlement  of  their  accounts,  exhibited 
VBiefaers  showing  that  every  dollar  in  their  hands 
hdsbeen  properly  applied.     Such    a  document 
ngbt  not  to  be  republished.    No  fair  man  ought 
lodcsiiea  recirculation  of  these  errors.    In  proof 
ofhiiiUtement,Mr.  Thomas  referred  to  the  name 
oCMr.McCoUocb,  late  collector  of  the  port  of 
Babiaore,  who  stood  charged  with  more  than  thir- 
ten  ihoQsand  dollars,  although  he  had  in  his  pos- 
lenoa  a  receipt  from  the  accounting  officers  in  the 
Department,  showing  that  he  owed  not  a  dollar. 
Other  similar  instances  could  be  adduced. 

[Mr.  Wise  here  modified  bis  amendment  by 
itAiBgoatthe  docament  No.  Ill  altogether:  he 
Viatcdthe  two  others,  to  show  that,  without  going 
raeiadi  beyond  the  date  of  the  present  Adminis- 
miiBa,  there  had  been  not  less  than  from  fifty  to 
aityeafev  of  defalcation  during  the  incumbency  of 
Kr*  Taney  and  Mr.  Woodbury.  Mr.  W.  inquired 
whether  the  gentleman  from  Maryland  would  now 
Totefor  the  resolution.] 

Mr.  T.  said  that  he  could  not.  He  objected  to 
(he  publication  of  twenty  thousand  copies  of  docu- 
zaeatNo.  297,  at  any  time.  It  was  very  volumi- 
UNZs.  It  contained  four  hundred .  pages.  Much 
of  the  correspond  .'nee  in  it  was  valoeless,  worth- 
ies. The  circulation  generally  of  such  a  docu- 
■entC4;u!dbe  of  but  little  service.  The  public 
«»ejr  would  be  more  advantageously  employed 
JB  the  printing  for  distribution  of  one  single  speech 
.ilhistruiiig  thu>  correspondence  than  in  the  publica- 
jiwa  of  iiie  document  itself.  By  printing  it  we 
iiroald  fu:nish  a  lucraliv^e  job  to  the  public  printer, 
Mdo  but  little  service  to  the  public  interest.  He 
!»» opposed,  therefore,  to  printing  twenty  thou- 
ittadeopies  at  any  time,  and  he  would  not  vote  for 
^iKpnouog  of  any  number  of  copies  now.  The 
ieeaffleni  is  imperlect.  Before  it  is  published,  we 
'Aoohl  have  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
1  Ww  information.  Mr.  T.  urged  similar  objec- 
fMa  10  ilie  pubhcation  of  document  No.  13,  re- 


lating to  Swartwout*s  defalcation.  He  was  in  fa- 
vor of  referring  that  subject  to  a  committee  em* 
powered  to  make  a  searching  examination  into  that 
stupendous  fraud,  in  all  its  ramifications.  When 
that  has  been  completed,  the  House  could  publish 
full  information  on  that  most  important  matter, 
and  no  man,  he  hoped,  would  be  disposed  to  op- 
pose the  proceeding. 

In  conclusion,  Mr.  T.  denied  that  he  and  those 
who  acted  with  him  desired  to  cover  up  or  hide 
any  of  these  defalcations.  He  was  prepared  to 
expose  these  plunderers  of  the  public  Treasury. 
But  he  would  not  be  forced  to  vote  for  a  resolu- 
tion involving  a  useless  and  extravagant  expendi- 
ture of  public  money,  from  an  apprehension  that 
by  withholding  his  sanction  from  such  a  measure, 
he  would  subject  himself  to  unworthy  and  un- 
founded imputations.  He  had  the  moral  coarage 
to  obey  the  dictates  of  his  own  judgment  on  this  or 
on  any  occasion;  and  he  presumed  that  all  other 
members  would  do  likewise. 

Mr.  LEGARE  rose  to  express  his  astonishment 
at  what  had  fallen  from  the  gentleman  from  Ma- 
ryland. It  was  inconceivable  to  him  that  any  gen- 
tleman should  have  serious  objections  to  the  print- 
ing of  an  important  public  document. 

[Mr.  Thomas  said  he  had  no  objection  to  the 
prmiing  of  document  No.  297,  [the  correspond- 
ence,] but  was  unwillin«r  to  vote  for  20,000  copies.] 

Mr.  L.  said  this  somewhat  diminished  his  as^ton- 
ishmeni,  though  it  did  not  whrlly  remove  iu  For, 
without  pretending  to  say  on  whose  head  the 
charges  made  would  ultimately  fall,  or  what  would 
be  the  verdict  of  the  public  after  seeing  those 
documents,  hie  must,  with  all  dae  respect  to  the 
gentleman  from  Maryland,  say  that  he  had  shown 
no  good  reason  against  the  printing.  It  was  to 
him  personally  a  matter  of  profound  indifference 
whether  one  party  or  the  other  would  be  con- 
demned for  their  shameful  depredations  on  the 
public  purse;  it  was  of  immense  importance  at 
the  present  moment  that  all  the  light  should  be 
shed  on  the  public  mind  that  could  be  brought  to 
bear  on  the  great  subjects  before  the  country. 
He  was  amazed  at  what  he  had  heard.  And  was 
it,  indeed,  true  that  the  country  was  so  fallen 
that,  if  the  Government  were  administered  fts 
it  ought  to  be,  men  could  not  be  found  to  fill 
public  offices  in  whom  the  public  could  confide? 
He  had  hardly  ever  listened  to  any  thing  with  a 
more  awakened  interest  than  to  the  very  extraor- 
dinary correspondence  which  had  been  read  in  his 
ears.  He  would  by  all  means  have  it  spread  befofft 
the  world.  It  was  the  very  thing  he  wanted  to  see. 
He  wanted  to  see  whether,  as  soon  as  any  laxity 
or  remissness  was  manifested  by  a  custodier  of  the 
public  money,  he  was  frowned  upon  by  the  Govern- 
ment, or  whether  its  organs  bowed  to  a  defaulter, 
and  treated  him  with  criminal  lenity  because  he 
was  a  powerful  demagogue?  Were  they  ready  to 
sacrifice  the  principles  of  the  Constitution  to  the  in- 
terests of  party?  The  gentlemen  from  Mississippi 
had  amused  them  all  by  the  manner  in  which  he 
had  exposed  some  of  these  transactions;  it  was  im- 
possible to  jisten  to  some  things  he  had  said,  and 
resist  the  force  of  his  humor;  but  still  it  was  a  most 
grave  and  serious  matter;  and  Mr.  L.  had  left  the 
House  deeply  and  painfully  musing  at  the  disclo- 
sures of  official  r»alfeasance  which  had  been 
brought  to  light.  And  what  was  his  astonishment 
to  hear,  at  this  particular  moment,  of  all  others,  the 
principles  of  economy  resorted  to  as  a  reason 
against  printing  these  matters,  and  sending  them 
abroad  into  every  part  of  the  country!  Never  was 
there  an  expenditure  which  would  better  pay  for 
itself  in  the  good  it  would  effect.  This  was  a  do- 
cument wliicli,  above  all  others,  ought  to  be  sent 
abroad  on  ail  the  wines,  especially  at  this  moment, 
when  a  new  system  waa  proposed  by  the  Executive 
fur  the  custody  of  the  public  treasure,  and  the  peo- 
ple were  called  to  compare  the  two  schemes  be- 
tween which  they  were  by  their  representatives  to 
choose.     H«  hoped  the  printing  would  be  ordered. 

Mr.  WISE  s<)id  he  was>de.sirou8  of  saying  a  few 
words  in  rt*ply  to  the  remarks  of  the  gentleman 
from  Maryland,  [Mr.  Thomas.]  That  gcnile- 
man  assumed  tb?t  my  object  in  wishing  for  the 
printing  of  the  Secretary's  correspondence  (the 
most  important  docament  among  those  proposed  to 


be  printed)  was  merely  to  show  that  defalcations 
existed  to  a  large  amount. 

(Mr.  TnoAfAS  interposed  to  explain.  He  had 
not  mtended  to  take  any  such  position;  he  then 
went  into  a  recapitulation  of  the  points  he  had 
made  in  his  speech.] 

Mr.  WISE.  I  understand  the  gentleman.  I 
understand  him  most  perfectly.  I  should  not  un- 
derstand him  any  better  after  he  bad  made  five 
thousand  explanations  of  his  speech  than  I  did  be- 
fore he  made  it.  I  knew  that  that,  gentleman's 
party  instincts  would  lead  him  to  oppose  the  pub- 
lication of  thestf  documents.  I  say  this  without 
intending  to  impugn  thai  gcntleman^s  motives  or 
his  integrity.  I  speak  only  of  his  party  instincts. 
Modify  the  motion  as  I  may,  I  well  know  he  will 
never  vote  lor  it.  If  the  gentleman  had  patiently 
gat  here  with  me  the  other  day  for  six  hours  and  a 
half,  until  I  had  pretty  fully  eviscerated  this  docu- 
ment No.  297,  containing  the  correspondence  of  Mr* 
Woodbury  with  his  land  ofhce  receivers,  he  would 
have  found  out  that  my  object  had  not  been  to 
show,  as  he  says,  what  every  body  knew  before, 
viz:  that  great  and  numerous  defalcations  do  exist; 
but  to  declare  in  the  face  of  day  that,  if  I  had  the 
least  hope  of  cither  being  :)ustained  by  this  House, 
or  of  getting  an  honest  trial  in  the  other  branch, 
I  would  n«t  wait  twenty-four  hours  till  I  filed 
articles  of  impeachment,  and  rely  on  no  other 
proof  than  is  contained  in  this  document.  And  I 
will  agree  to  forfeit  forever  my  public  station, 
to  turn  my  back  upon  these  halls,  and  never 
again  dare  to  offer  myself  to  the  confidence  of 
my  constituents,  if  on  this  document  No.  297,  and 
on  this  alone,  1  cannot  convict  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  of  wilful  and  corrupt  neglect  and  viola- 
tion of  his  official  duly.  And  I  ask,  was  there  ever 
such  an  offer  puojc.y  maae,  sucn  a  cnallenge  open- 
ly proposed,  in  Parliament  or  Congress,  in  respect 
to  a  Cabinet  Minister,  without  his  friends  accept- 
ing it,  and  calling  for  charge.^?  I  say  again,  give 
me  twelve  honest  men  f^f  the  Secretary 'sown  party, 
and  let  them  be  put  on  upon  their  oaths  to  render  a 
true  verdict  according  to  evidence,  and  I  pledge 
myself  to  convict  him  on  an  indictment  at  common 
law.  I  will  show,  not  merely  that  defalcations  have^ 
taken  place,  but  that  the  l^cretary  is  himself  the' 
chief  offender.  I  do  not  mince  my  terms.  I  speak 
coolly,,  deliberately.  I  once  more  repeat  the  aver- 
ment, that  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  is  guilty 
of  wilful,  gross,  and  corrupt  neglect  and  violation 
of  his  public  duty.  And  I  say  that  this  document 
No.  297  will  prove  the  fact  under  his  own  hand. 
It  is  to  furnish  these  proofs  that  1  have  called  for 
the  printing  of  these  documents.  I  do  not  cry  like 
the  starling  without  knowing  what  my  cry  means. 
I  have  been  treated  by  the  gentleman  from  New 
Hampshire  [Mr.  ArHcaTON]  ju^t  as  my  friend  near 
me  [Mr.  Prentiss]  was  treated  by  him  to-day. 
He  has, accused  me  of  a  vague,  unmeaning  charge 
of  corruption.  But  I  will  stand  before  any  honest 
tribunal,  and  I  will  ask  that  the  Secretary  may 
there  be  heard  in  his  own  defence.  I  cannot  with 
safety  do  this  here;  it  would  not  be  safe;  I  should 
get  a  verdict  accord-ng  to  party,  not  according  to 
evidence.  I  aui  therefore  driven  to  ano  her  triba- 
nal,  the  tribunal  of  the  American  people.  I  ask 
only  that  the  Secretary  may  be  heard  at  their  bar; 
and  yet  gentlemen  are  disposed  to  deny  me  this  fair, 
open,  honest  opportunity  of  trying  a  public  delin- 
quent. I  do  not  Afik  you  to  give  my  charges  to  the 
people;  that  I  will  do  at  my  own  expense.  I  barely 
ask  that  Mr.  Woodbury  himself  may  be  heard. 
'  The  gentleman  from  Maryland  [Mr.  Thomas] 
says  that  he  must  have  the  strongest  proof  before 
he  can  believe  the  cha^^e  which  I  have  preferred. 
I  do  not  ask  him  or  any  man  to  N^lieve  it  without 
the  strongest  reasons.  I  have  preferred  the  charge 
openly— in  the  face  of  the  Department;  I  am  ready 
to  take  the  responsibility  of  maUin;*  it  before  the 
gcntlcman'.s  own  Senate.  Hi?  says  he  must  have 
strong  proof;  no  doubt,  and  I  will  give  him  proofs 
as  strong  as  Holy  Writ:  but,  though  one  should 
rise  from  the  dead,  there  are  some  men  who  will 
not  believe.  I  ask  the  gentleman  from  Maryland, 
seriously,  respectfully,  candidly,  how  it  is  possible 
he  can  rise  here  in  his  place,  and  talk  about  require 
ing  strong  proof,  when  there  is  proof  before  hia 
eyes?    He  holds  the  document  this  moment  in  bis 
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hand.  I  ask  him  if  be  has  read  ii?  Has  he' care- 
fully and  patienily  eviscerated  its  contents?  I 
pause  for  bis  reply. 

[Mr.  Thomas  here  saitl  that  he  did  not  suppose 
so  voluminous  a  document  had  been  read  through- 
out by  any  member  of  the  House.  He  had  looked 
into  the  document,  and  read  parts  of  it,  but  he  had 
not  read  the  whole.] 

Mr.  Wise.  I  have  read  (he  whole — every  word, 
and  letter,  and  figure,  ttom  1  page  to  400.  I 
have  read  the  whole  of  these  260  letteis  to  his  re- 
ceivers; and  I  doubt  whether  one  in  fifty  of  the 
gentleman's  own  parly  would  not,  if  examined  now, 
be  found  totally  ignorant  of  the  facts  which  these 
letters  disclose.  Yes,  sir;  gentlemen  rise  and  re- 
proach the  Opposition  with  making  charges  like 
the  starling,  and  they  themselves  are  utterly  igno- 
rcnt  of  the  true  facts  of  their  own  case — the  true 
condition  of  things  in  the  country  around  them  ; 
Ignorant  of  atlmirted  facts — facts  admitted  by  their 
own  official  associates^  The  gentleman  objects  to 
printing  the  document.  Why  ?  Has  he  read  it  ? 
Has  it  been  sent  to  the  people  ?  Has  one  in  a 
hundred  of  them  ever  looked  into  it?  To  hear  the 
gentleman  talk,  one  would  think  they  had  gone 
through  the  document — masticated  it,  and  digested 
all  it  contains  ;  and  yet  they  are  as  ignorant  of  it 
as  their  constituents,  who  never  saw  the  onU?ide  of 
the  book,  or  ever  heard  of  ^^hat  is  inside.  Still 
they  cry,  "  useless  !  useless !  extravagant !" 

The  gentleman  from  Maryland  says  that  there 
have  always  been  defalcations;  that  they  ran 
through  all  Administrations,  from  the  foundation 
of  the  Government.  But  that  has  nothing  to  do 
with  the  question.  I  propose  to  print  only  what 
have  happened  between  the  years  1834  and  1838. 
Has  that  gentleman,  I  wonder,  forgotten  that  this 
Administration  came  into  power  in  1829?  I  rather 
think  not.  Well,  sir,  I  give  him  up  all  the  inter- 
val, from  1829  to  1834;  yes,  sir,  five  years'  grace. 
Though  this  Administration  was  conceived  and 
born  in  sin,  and  has  grown  up  in  manifold  iniqui- 
ties, 1  will  give  him  a  spaco  like  that  required  for 
the  growth  of  ihe  morus  multicaulis;  I  will  not 
touch  his  plant  tilt  its  stem  is  firm  and  its  fibres  well 
compacted,  and  its  leaves  full  and  flourishing. 
And  after  that — since  1834 — I  will  show  him  sixtv 
cases  of  defalcation,  fully  known  to  this  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  wnerc  the  defaulters  were  warned, 
watched,  reproached,  threatened,  forgiven,  and 
their  defaults,  while  still  existing  and  continued,  in 
.some  cases  actually  sanctioned  bt  a  renomina- 

TION  TO  OFFICE. 

Sir,  the  gentleman  actually  objects  to  printing  a 
report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury!  What, 
sir,  has  it  come  to  this?  Have  you  a  Secretary 
whose  reports  cannot  be  relied  on — whose  reports 
you  dare  not  print  lest  you  spread  before  the  people 
a  libel? 

Mr.  Thomas.    I  certainly  said  no  such  thing. 

Mr.  Wise.  Why,  sir,  the  gentleman  made  such 
objections  to  printing  one  of  these  reports  as  actual- 
ly induced  me  to  strike  it  out  of  my  resolution.  I 
did  so  on  his  own  argument,  viz:  that  the  documeat 
contained  false  information. 

Mr.  Thomas.    I  said  "erroneous." 

Mr.  Wise.  Well,  you  may  be  as  gentle  in  your 
terms  as  the  Secretary  himself  to  his  defaulting 
subalterns;  it  does  not  alter  the  matter.  The  gen- 
tleman from  New  York  [Mr.  Cambrelenh]  did  say 
that  to  print  iha  documents  would  be  to  publish  a 
multitude  of  libels  on  good  and  honest  citizens. 
The  reports  of  your  Secretary,  thei,,  are  to  be  sup- 
pressed for  false  and  libellous  matter.  Did  I  ever 
make  a  worj^e  charge  against  your  Secretary?  Was 
ever  a  grosser  charge' made  against  a  man  at  the 
head  of  the  most  important  Department  of  the  Qo- 
verumenl  than  that  his  friends  are  under  the  nc- 
cfssily  of  suppressing  his  public  official  reporti? 
Verily  it  is  time  we  had  a  Change  of  men.  What, 
a  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  whose  duty  it  is  .o 
send  to  this  House  nothing  but  trile  and  authentic 
information  touching  thing<4  un'  er  his  supervision 
and  cognizance,  to  send  here  a  document  which 
his  own  friends  dare  not  send  abroad,  because  it  is 
false  and  libellous!  Sir,  I  believe  what  the  gentle- 
men say  of  that  document.  Though  the  document 
No.  Ill  shows  gross  neglect  and  great  incor'reci- 
pcss  in  the  records  of  his  Department,  yet  I  do  be- 


lieve it  does  exhibit  many  inen  as  public  defauH- 
ers^ho  are  not  defaulters;  nay,  the  very  reverse. 
I  have  therefore  stricken  document  No.  Ill  out  of 
my  resolution. 

But,  sir,  no  such  objection  applies  to  document 
No.  297,  which  contains  this  precious  correspond- 
e  ice.  Gentlemen  cannot,  will  not,  dare  not,  say 
that  Mr.  Woodbury  has  llbelUd  him»elf.  They 
dare  not  deny  his  signature.  He  did  not  forge  his 
own  name,  I  suppose.  No,  sir;  no  plea  can  be 
put  in  here  of  Mn  est  factum. 

The  gentleman  from  Maryland  says  that  no  par- 
ly in  particular  is  to  blame  for  these  defalcations, 
because  defalcations  have  happened  under  all  par- 
ties. Will  the  gentleman  be  so  geod  as  to  tell  us 
what  parly  was  to  blame  in  the  case  of  the  receiv- 
er, Linn?  That- man  was  guilty  of  malversation; 
the  Secretary  knew  it,  and  threatened  him,  then 
renominated  him  for  a  new  appointment.  He  was 
confirmed;  and,  again  pro.ving  in  default,  was 
warned  again,  and  again,  and  again,  and,  after  all, 
continued  in  office  till  he  finally  fell  into  the  slough 
of  defalcation.  Was  no  party  to  blame  for  this? 
Or  is  it  the  villanous  Whigs  that  are  to  blame  for 
thus  rewarding  a  public  depredator?  The  gentle- 
man, however,  says  that  some  defaulters  have  been 
Whigs  and  some  Loco  Focos;  they  have  been  men 
of  all  parties.  I  answer,  not  under  this  Adminis- 
tration. I  ask  the  gentleman  to  point  out  one.  It 
has  been  said  that  Swartwout  was  a  Conservative. 
Be  that  as  it  may,  he  was  one  of  the  very  greatest 
of  all  General  Jackson's  favorites;  he  was  his  open, 
active,  clamorous  advocate,  and  did  more  to  effect 
his  election  to  the  Presidency  than  any,  other  man 
in  the  State  of  New  York,  if  not  in  the  United 
State?;  and  he  was  rewarded  for  it  to  his  hearths 
content.  Sir,  the  gentleman  cannot  show  us  a  so- 
litary Whig  among  all  the  defaulting  receivers  at 
the  Western  land  offices.  I  will  show  the  gentle- 
man, if  he  will  print  this  document,  where  one  of 
the  (Jefaullers  gives  it  openly  to  the  Secretary  ashis 
excuse  for  not  paying  over  a  larie  amount  of  pub- 
lic money  in  his  hands,  that  his  Democratic  friends 
advised  him  not  to  leave  ihe  ground  till  after  the 
Presidential  election  which  brought  Mr.  Van  Bu- 
ren  into  power.  But,  admitting  that  they  were 
Whigs,  everyone  of  them,  docs  that  justify  orexcuse 
a  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  in  continuing  men  in 
office  who,  as  he  well  knew,  were  diverting  the 
public  money  to  their  own  use?  shaving  with  it, 
speculating  on  it?  and  in  renominating  them  to  of- 
fice while  siill  defaulters?  Tn  permitting  one  of  his 
perambulating  agents  to  advise  him  to  retain  a 
thief  in  office,  because  his  hands  were  now  full, 
and  he  would  steal  no  more,  whereas  a  new  hand 
would  only  follow  his  example?  And  is  it  to  be 
an  excuse  for  the  thefts  of  one  party  to  say,  "well, 
you  stole,  too?"  I  do  not  know  one  Whig  in  all 
this  document  of  defalcations;  if  there  were  an 
hundred,  is  this  an  argument  to  be  used  here?  Is 
this  the  salt  that  is  to  cure  the  corruptions  of  Ad- 
ministration men?  The  charge  is,  that  the  party 
picked  out  these  men,  appointed  ihem  to  office, 
and  held  them  in  office  while  they  were  picking 
and.  stealing,  until  their  "hands  were  full;"  and 
what  is  the  answer?  "You  fick  and  steal,  too." 
How  many  Whigs  they  may  have  bought  up  by  the 
hopes  of  such  golden  opportunities,  I  cannot  say; 
perhaps  many.  But  I  put  it  to  the  honor  and  the 
integrity  of  the  proud  and  honorable  gentleman 
from  Maryland,  a  man  who  would  disdain  to  be- 
come a  defaulter  himself,  to  say  whether  this  is  a 
fit  argument  for  him  to  put  forth  in  defence  of  such 
an  officer  as  Mr.  Woodbury?  Sir,  it  is  the  strong- 
est of  all  demonstrations  of  the  slate  of  morals  to 
which  Ihe  parly  is  reduced.  For  myself,  I  despise 
a  Whig  thief  as  heartily  as  any  other. 

Mr.  Thomas  here  interposed-  I  am  sure  the  ho- 
n(»rable  gentleman  from  Virginia  does  not  intend 
wilfully  to  misrepresent  me;  but  he  has  now  cer- 
tainly put  me  in  a  fali^e  position.  I  said  that  men 
of  all  political  parlies,  and  under  every  successive 
al ministration,  had  been  found  public  defaulters; 
some  of  them  under  the  adminiMration  of  the  vene- 
rable gentleman  behind  me,  [Mr.  Adams.] 

Mr.  Wise.  I  understand  the  geatleman's  posi- 
tion perfectly:  it  is,  that  defaulters  have  not  be- 
longed to  one  party  alone.  Well,  sir,  and  what 
does  that  argument  amount  to?    Analyze  it,  and  it 


comes  to  precisely  what  I  say.  The  charge  on  his 
party  and  his  Secretary  is,  that  they  knew  of  these 
enormous  defalcations,  and  connived  at  them;  and 
the  answer  to  that  is,  "  there  always  have  been  de- 
faulters of  all  parlies."  Can  a  gentlcmau  of  inte- 
grity rely  on  such  a  defence?  The  true  answer 
would  be,,"  > our  party  and  your  Secretaries  knew 
as  well  as  we,  and  they  connived  at  defalcalions 
just  as  we  have  done?"  That  would  be  an  an- 
swer. But  can  it  be  said?  is  it  true?  will  the  gen- 
tleman say  it?  I  do  not,  in  my  call,  go  back  an 
inch  beyond  1934,  and  I  show  the  defalcations  were 
not  only  multiplied  and  enormous,  but  that  they 
were  tolerated  and  connived  ai.  Now  let  the  gen- 
tleman show  us  any  other  Secretin ry  of  the  Trea- 
sury, from  Washington's  days,  who  did  the  like. 
Let  him  produce  us  a  Secretary  who  ever  before  re- 
ported to  Congress  that  he  knew  of  cases,  by  fifties 
and  by  hundreds,  where  his  subordinates  were 
faithless  add  corrupt,  and  yet  that  he  retained  them 
.in  office,  and  renominated  them  when  their  term  ex- 
pired, and  that  they  still  went  on  to  plunder,  and 
were  still  retained,  till  the  money  was  finally  lost. 
Let  him  show  us  .that.  Show  me  one  such  case, 
and  then  he  may  talk  of  precedents  for  an  offence 
which  no  precedents  can  justify. 

I  do  show  him  such  proof  against  his  officer; 
and  now  when  I  a*?k  that  this  proof,  so  plain,  so 
conclusive,  so  undeniable,  that  the  plainest  farmer 
in  the  country  can  understand  it  who  can  read  En- 
glish, the  gentleman  very  gravely  talks  about 
20,000  copies  being  too  many  :  oh,  it  will  cost  so 
much!  Sir,  would  he  stand  10,000  any  better? 
or  5,000  ?  Does  he  forget  how  many  readers  there 
are  ?  how  many  readers  who  vote  ?  Why,  sir,  m 
New  York  there  were  polled  at  the  last  election 
370,000  votes,  and  in  Pennsylvania  250,000.  Sir, 
in  these  two  States  alone  ihere  300,000  blind  men- 
men  who  as  blindly  and  implicitly  believe  in  this 
Administration  as  the  gentleman  fioni  Maryland 
does,  but  the  scales  from  whose  eyes  would  fallbe^ 
fore  the  bright  and  piercing  light  of  facts  like  these, 
as  before  the  touch  of  the  Saviour.  The  book  will 
be  read  by  the  gentleman's  own  conr^titaents:  has 
he  any  objection  ?  I  wish  to  send  this  information 
into  his  own  district:  dare  he  not  let  it  in  ?  or  docs  be 
desire  them  to  remain  so  blind  as  not  lo  see  the  light 
of  the  noonday  sun  ?  How  many  copies  will  these 
20,000  give  to  each  State  ?  Just  769.  Seven  hon- 
dred  and  sixty-nine  copies  lo  a  whole  State  !  Tha 
illumination,  1  should  imagine,  was  partial  enoogl 
to  suit  his  views.  Sir,  I  wou|d,  if  I  had  my  wiB, 
gather  the  light  of  these  documents  into  a  focus  9C 
bright  and  so  hot  that  every  Dutchman  in  Mary- 
land  and  Pennsylvania  might  light  his  pipe  by  A 
[A  laugh.]  But 'the  gentleman  cannoi  bear  evei 
twilight ;  the  glimmerings  of  a  dark  lantern  are  toe 
much  for  him.  20,000  copies  are  too  many  »  Hi 
cannoi  bear  even  Ucht  that  strong !  For  mysdf,! 
would  multiply  it  like  the  primers  and  the  caie 
chismsand  the  religious  tracts  are  multiplied  by  tin 
societies,  and  I  would  put  a  copy  into  the  hando 
every  babe  in  polilicii,  from  Maine  to  Georgii 
(Yes,  sir,  from  Jlfaine.)  Give  the  truth  fair  play 
and  it  will  work  like  leaven,  till  it  leavens  n 
Whole  lump. 

j5u!,  sir,  the  gentleman  branched  off  from  A 
printing  of  these  documents  into  a  discussion  of  tl 
Sub -Treasury  system.  [Mr.  W.  here  illnstrale 
ihis  digression  by  some  remarks  which  seemed  I 
amuse  those  members  sealed  near  him,  bat  'wfaus 
the  Reporter  was  not  able  to  catch.  He  then  cm 
tinned.]  The  gentleman  tells  ut  that  when  we  ca 
dispense  with  all  officers  to  collect  our  rcvenm 
then  defalcations  will  be  a  good  argument  agiin 
that  .schAne..  Sir,  we  arc  not  driven  to  any  swj 
absurdity.  We  apply  the.«^e  facts  of  defalcation  t 
the  true  and  legitimate  use;  we  say  thai  since  n 
must  have  men  to  collect  the  revenue,  it  is  higbl 
important  that  they  be  honest  men;  and  that  1 
make  them  Sub-TrtavSurers,  and  then  indulge  tha 
in  default  afterdefault  and  srill  keep  them  in  offid 
is  not  a  likely  way  to  make  them  honesi.  Ai 
further  we  say,  that  if  such  are  the  fruits  even  vi 
der  the  pet  bank  system,  they  will  be  still  wcr^e  d 
dcr  a  Sub-Treasury.  And  we  point  to  these  as  4 
natural  consequences  of  such  a  system,  and  as  tf 
strongest  argument  against  its  being  perpetuate 
Can  the  gentleman  ^e«  no  connection?-    And  ^ 
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fonlKr  He  saj,  that,  adopt  what  system  you 
plose^  noless  yoa  place  bonetter  men  than  hoaest 
Leri  at  the  bead  of  yoar  Treasury,  the  system 
mst  loiter  and  fall.  There  is  the  application 
ve  make  of  these  faets^  and  there  is  the  ar^a- 
BKBt  /or  priotiD^  not  only  510,000  copies  of  this  do- 
cnoeBt,  but  a  far  greater  number.  Sir,  the  people 
viU  owlersiand  ihe  argnment,  though  the  gentleman 
fna  MaryUndcaonot.  We  do  not  ^ant  this  pnbli- 
eition  merply  to  show  the  countTy  that  one  sheep 
hiseooc  astray.  No,  sir,  it  is  not  in  politics  as  in 
nligloD:  there  we  are  told  the  good  shepherd  leaves 
theiHBfty  8id  nine  sheep  who  have  not  gone 
istniy,  and  eiflfs  aHer  the  poor  stray  sheep;  bnt 
here  it  is  jost  the  reverse.  I  want  to  stick  by  the 
oineiy  aod  nine,  holding  the  straying  of  one  as  an 
iadicatioB  that  if  wt  do  not  look  oat,  the  rest  will 
follow.  1  would  holtl  them  together  till  I  hare  re- 
DOFed  the  seab  from  the  whole  of  them.  Yes,  sir, 
Ivoild  wash  ihem  thoroughly — not  white- wash 
them,  Mr.  Speaker,  (a  laugh,)  and  yet  I  have  my 
fears  that  washing  would  Idll  some  of  them,  (load 
ho«htfr.)  Sir,  it  would  be  as  moch  dreaded  by 
Aem as  by  adog  with  the  hydrophobia,  (laughter.) 
STjlvoQld  .spread  the  alarm,  and  spread  it  in 
tine.  When  I  see  a  dog  running  swiAly  along 
with  bis  bead  covered  with  foam,  and  his  eyes 
lookifl?  green  and  glauy,  I  am  for  crying  mad  dog! 
that  every  b«dy  may  be  on  their  guard.  If  we 
hire  lepers  in  the  community,  [  will  cry  out,  as 
ethers  approach,  "unclean!  unclean!"  I  have  been 
nisia;  that  cry  for  years;  yon  would  not  believe 
ne,  bai  now  yoo  all  see  the  truth,  for  the  leprosy 
has  broken  out  into  a  running  sore.  I  admit  that 
each  defanlter  is  answerable  for  his  own  offence, 
hot  I  bold  Mr.  Woodbury  answerable  for  them 
I  ati;  be  knew  of  their  crimes,  and  kept  them  still  in 
I  otice.  Give  me  this  document,  that  I  may  show 
that  to  the  nation. 
Bot,  kn  this  debate  continue  forever,  I  willnow 

atieapt  to  brincr  it  to  a  close  by  moving  the 

Here  Mr.  STANLY  asked  Mr.  Wise  not  to 
Bore  the  previous  question,  but  allow  him  to  say  a 
I  ibv  Toid<{  in  reply  to  the  gentleman  behind  him, 
;  [Mr.  Atberton.] 

I     Mr.  WISE  consented,  on  condition   that  Mr. 

I  ErisiY  wnnid  himself  make  the  motion. 

I     Mr.  STANLY  said  he  should  vote  for  pnnting 

I  these  doeumeots,  for  the  reason  that  they  will  give 

%ht  to  the  people  of  his  district    It  is  light  only 

,  that  the  people  of  our  country  want,  that  they  may 

I  he  indaced  to  assi^t  those  whi^are  now  struggling 

to  wfest  power  from  the  hands  of  the  "spoilsmen." 

I  took  these  documents  home  with  me,  aAer  the  ad-] 

joonmeBt  in  July  last,  and  read  extracts  from  them 

to  my  coR^itnents,  and  they  listened  to  them  with 

sarpiise.    Even  those  who  had  heretofore  supported 

thisAdminiftration,  and  that  which  immediately 

preeeded  it,  resolved  hereafter  not  to  believe  men 

who  eoald  so  shamefully  abuse  their  confidence. 

Hwy  had  heard  charges  of  this  sort  before  from 

Whig  new^apers,  but  were  told  they  were  false. 

Bat  BOW  the  evidence  came  from  the  Secretary  of 

IheTreasnry  himself;  they  could  doubt  no  longer. 

There  are  six  counties  in  my  district,  Mr.  Speaker, 

ud  there  is  but  one  copy  of  document  297  in  the 

<btnct.    I  appeal  to  the  generosity  of  the  gentle- 

luo  from  Maryland,  and  ask  him  not  to  refuse  to 

»  large  a  portion  of  the  people  of  this  country  the 

information  which  this  document  will  give  them. 

There  are  some  in  my  district  who  still  think  Gkn. 

Jaebson  was  sincere  and  correct  when  he  told  the 

'  ctraatry  that  he  'Homed  none  but  knaves  out  of 

I  ofice,  and  pat  none  but  honest  men  it."    I  want 

4ese  men  to  we  how  thc«e  "honest"  receivers  have 

'  ^m  care  of  the  people's  money,  and  how  much 

iBstaken  the  old  General  was. 

Mr.  Speaker,  there  was  much  sard  by-the  gentle* 
»«o  from  Maryland,  [Mr.  Thomas,]  which  called 
for  reply,  bat  which  has  been  answered  by  the  gen- 
[fiwnaa  from  Virginia,  [Mr.  Wise,]  who  has  just 
tteah^s  seat.  That  gentleman  [Mr.  Thomas] 
iJttiaid,  sir,  that  there  were  defaulters  "of  aU  po- 
ftieal  partiefi."  It  may  be,  sir,  that  there  are  Whig 
loiters,  but  bow  they  came  into  office  under  this 
ninistration  is  matter  of  astonishment  to  me; 
sir,  I  have  been  repeatedly  solicited,  since  I 
been  a  member  of  this  House,  to  sign  recom- 
'  ttons  for  applicants  for  office,  (and  recom- 


mendations, loo,  written  by  some  who  hold  seats 
in  a  body  said  to  be  higher  and  more  dignified 
than  this,)  and  the  reason  assigned,  above  all 
others,  in  favor  of  the  applicant,  has  been,  that  he 
is  a  "genuine  Democrat."  ''Defaulting  Whigs," 
therefore,  must  have  obtained  office  before  this 
form  of  recommendation  became  fashionable,  and 
are  probably  defaulters  in  some  office  worth  about 
ten  dollars  a  yeai^-*the  emolument  Iwing  so  small 
none  of  the  "genuine"  wanted  it 

The  getnllenuin  from  Maryland  says  speeches 
will  answer  as  well  as  this  document.  Now,  Mr. 
Speaker,  if  any  Whig  member  of  Congress  should 
make  a  speech,  embodying  the  facts  .^t  forih  in 
these  documents,  and  one  of  these  speeches,  per- 
chance, should  find  its  way  into  that  genilemanN 
district,  what  would  the  Administration  papers  say 
of  it?  Would  not  the  Globe  and  the  thousand 
bough t-up  presses  of  the  country  say  in  their  usual 
language,  that  it  was  all  a  "Whig  Ue?"  Why,  sir, 
no  Loco  Poco  would  read  it.  But  a  public  docu- 
ment comes  to  them  in  a  different  form— from  the 
Administration  party,  from  an  Executive  officer, 
the  people  cannot  but  hear  it;  and  "out  of  their 
own  mouths"  will  they  be  condemned. 

Mr.  Speaker,  the  genileman  from  New  Hamp- 
shire [Mr.  Atherton]  said,  in  reply  to  the  remarks 
of  the  gentleman  from  Mississippi,  that  there  was 
no  need  of  buying  a  starling  to  teach  him  to  cry 
"corruption,  corruption,"  in  the  ears  of  the  people 
of  this  country;  and  the  gentleman  from  New 
Hampshire  seemed  to  intimate  that  those  who  thus 
•ry  out  "corruption"  were  but  starlings,  taught  to 
use  words  without  meaning. 

Mr.  Speaker,  ibis  may  Iw  so;  but,  sir,  there  are 
various  kinds  of  political  starlings.  Those  who 
thus  cry  out  "corruption,  corruption,  corruption," 
are  starlings  for  the  great  l>ody  of  the  American 
people;  these  corru  ption  -crying  starlings  were  ta  nght 
by  respectable  constituents  to  sing  ihis  note.  They 
are  starMngs,  sir,  for  a  noble  lion.  But,  sir,  there 
is  another  class,  whose  office  is  not  quite  so  re- 
spectable. These  are  starlings  of  a  party,  whose 
constant  occupation  has  been  to  sing  that  they  were 
the  true  Republicans,  and  all  opposed  to  them 
"Aristocrats."  Yes,  sir,  there  are  starlings  of  a 
caucus,  too;  of  a  miMf^  caucus,  whose  office  it 
is  to  introduce  resolutions  upon  slavery,  which 
may  be  interpreted  one  way  at  the  South,  and  ano- 
ther way  at  the  North;  which  condemn  Abolition 
when  it  comes  with  one  "view,"  but  justify  it 
when  it  has  not  "the  views  aforesaid;"  resolutions 
which 

*'pa1tar  with  im  In  a  double  aensf: 
Thai  keep  ih«  word  efpromjeeto  the  ear, 
And  brcaK  it  to  ihe  hope." 

resolutions  which  come  in  the  spirit  of  Joab,  when 
he  said  to  Amasa,  Art  thou  in  health,  my  brother? 
and  stabbed  him  under  the  fifth  rib;  resolutions 
fVhich  agree  to  lay  petitions  for  the  abolition  of  sla- 
very on  the  table,  but  which  yield  the  question  of 
reception.  I  see  yotf  are  uneasy,  Mr.  Speaker. 
You  may  save  younself  Ihe  trouble  of  calling  me  to 
order.  I  have  said  all  I  intend  to  say  upon  abo- 
lition. 

Bnt,  sir,  the  starlings.  There  are,  sir,  other  star- 
lings than  those  I  have  mentioned.  I  do  not  in- 
tend to  l)e  offensive  in  my  language  to  any  gentle- 
man; bnt  only  to  repel  the  charge  that  thijse  who 
cry  out  "corruption"  against  this  Administration 
are  merely  repeating  words  without  meaning, 
and  making  charges  without  sufficient  evidence. 
Our  Secretaiy  of  the  Treasury  may  have  his  star- 
lings, too;  and  if  he  has,  sir,  I  can  only  say  with 
Pope,  "What  must  be  the  priest,  when  the  mon- 
key is  a  godi" 

As  a  quotation  has  been  made  from  something 
that  has  been  formerly  said  in  the  British  Parlia- 
ment, I  suppose  it  is  lawful  to  quote  what  has 
been  said  on  this  floor  as  an  offset.  At  the  last 
session,  Mr.  Speaker,  an  eloquent  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania  [Mr.  Biddlb]  said  something  about 
starlmgs.  You  remember  it,  no  doubt,  Mr.  Speak- 
er, for  few  here  have  heard  that  gentleman  without 
wishing  to  remember  what  he  said.  I  intend  only 
to  apply  his  remarks  to  that  race  of  politicians  who 
are  crying  out  "Abolitionist"  against  all  who  differ 
from  them  politically.  He  told  us,  sir,  that  the 
starling  was  a  "gentle  and  interesting  bird.    Ra- 


ther are  we  reminded  of  a  filthy  parrot,  hung  out 
in  front  of  a  sailor  boarding  h&use,  taught  by  its 
master  to  utter  exclamations  at  each  passez-by,  and 
never  joyous  or  happy  unless  when  engaged  in 
screaming  out  rogue  or  strucspet."  So  am  I  re- 
minded of  this  parrot  whenever  I  hear  this  cry  of 
"  Abolitionist,  Abolitionist,  Aristocrat,  Aristocrat," 
against  all  who  think  for  themselves,  and  dare  to 
differ  with  this  Administration. 

We  are  told,  sir,  that  there  has  been  no  corrup- 
tion in  this  Administration.  I  am  at  a  loss  to  con- 
ceive what  gentleman  call  corruption.  I  ask  those 
who  say  there  has  been  no  corruption,  if  they  heard 
the  speech  of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  [Mr. 
Wise]  the  other  day.  The  gentleman's  presence 
restrains  me  from  speaking  of  that  speech  in  the 
language  of  commendation  which  it  merits.  I  ask 
the  Representatives  from  New  Hampshire  if  any 
of  them  heard  thai  speech,  when  the  House  was 
considering  the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from  New 
York,  to  appoint  a  committee  to  examine  Mr. 
Swaitwout*s  defalcation?  (By  the  way,  Mr.  Speak« 
er,  I  suspect  we  have  heard  the  last  of  that  for  this 
session.  I  do  not  believe  the  pany  intend  to  have 
any  examination  of  that  matter.)  I  ask  those  who 
say  there  was  no  corruption,  if  they  heard  the  re- 
marks of  either  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  [Mr* 
Wise]  or  the  painful  speech  of  the  gentleman  from 
Mississippi,  [Mr.  PacNTjas.] 

Few  of  the  party  would  listen  to  speeches  of 
this  character,  sir,  I  know— «peeches  not  merely 
alwunding  in  biting  sarcasm  and  galling  invective, 
but  well  supported  by  facts,  undenied,  undeniable 
facts,  from  public  doeuments.  There  were  a  few 
who  listened  to  the  speech  of  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia;  for,  aAer  candlelight,  I  thought  I  saw 
some  behind  your  chair,  sir,  in  the  dark,  gnashing 
their  teeth.  « 

I  a*«k  the  gentleman  from  New  Hampshire,  [Mr. 
Atherton,]  who  won  fjr  himself  last  session  the 
name  of  "  Advocate  Gleneral"  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  what  he  has  to  my  to  all  these  charges? 
Once,  I  remember,  a  gentleman  from  South  Caro- 
lina, [Mr.  Pickens,]  who  is  now  considered  as  an 
ally  of  the  Administration,  said  on  this  floor,  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  ought  to  have  a  school- 
master to  teach  him  grammer  and  arithmetic,  and 
his  countryman  [Mr.  Atherton]  raised  himself  in 
my  estimation  by  his  gallant  and  patriotic  defence. 
Now,  when  a  well  supported  charge  is  brought,  the 
simple  answer  is,  "there  is  no  corruption." 

I  want  to  call  the  attention  of  the  House  to  ano- 
ther fact.  When  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  had 
finished,  a  repreveatative  from  New  Hampshire 
rose  in  haste,  and  I  thought,  to  make  some  defence 
for  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury;  wheu,  lo  and 
behold  !  he  actually  asked  leave  to  offer  a  resolu- 
tion that  the  Speaker  appoint  a  committee  on  en- 
rolled biih !  I  hope  yet  to  hear  that  gentleman 
[Mr.  CoiSHMAN]  defend  the  Secretary  with  bis  ac- 
customed ability.  I  hope,  for  the  sake  of  the  coun- 
try, to  hear  some  explanation  of  Harris's  case,  of 
Lrnn*s  case,  and  of  Boyd*s  case.  I  hope  to  hear 
some  excuse  to  justify  the  Secretary  in  allowing 
Swarlwout  lo  be  a  defaulter  for  six  or  seven  years, 
and  keeping  it  concealed,  or  some  excuse  for  not 
discovering  the  defalcation.  But,  sir,  when  I  re- 
tarn  home  I  will  take  this  document  in  my  hand, 
and  will  tell  the  honest  men  whom  I  represent, 
that  the  defenders  of  this^  Administration  say  that 
there  was  no  corruption  in  this  Secretary's  allow- 
ing, knowingly,  partisan  office  holders  thus  to  use 
the  public  funds. 

Mr.  SHERROD  WILLIAMS  said  it  had  been 
insinuated,  if  not  directly  charged  by  the  gentle- 
man from  New  Hampshire,  [Mr.  Atherton,]  that 
documents  which  had  been  ordered  to  be  printed 
at  Ihis  session  wer6  not  comeatable.  Jn  reply,  he 
made  an  explanation,  showing  that  the  delay  in 
furnishing  the  extra  copies  of  the  documents  ac- 
companying the  President's  Message  was  occasion- 
ed by  the  want  of  one  of  the  maps  which  was  to 
accompany  these  documents,  and  which  was  not 
yet  coropletetl  by  the  engraver. 

Mr.  THOMPSON  said  that  one  of  the  remarks 
of  the  gentleman  from  Maryland  sounded  some- 
what strangely  in  his  ear.  It  was  this,  that  the 
present  Administration  was  not  responsible,  be- 
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caase  the  cases  contained  id  the  report  occarred 
daring  the  past  Admtnifttratioo. 

[Mr.  Thomas  explained.  He  said  that  any  at- 
tempt to  hold  this  Administration  responsible  for 
the  defalcations  stated  in  docament  111  mustbe 
futile,  since  defalcations  had  happened  under 
all  administrations.]  ^ 

Well,  sir,  said  Mr.  Thompson,  what  is  the  posi- 
tion now  taken  by  the  gentleman?  Why,  thai,  be 
eaase  defalcations  have  taken  place  under  all  Ad- 
ministrations, and  in  the  nature  of  things  will  take 
place,  therefore  the  Administration  is  not  to  be  held 
responsible  for  continuing  in  office  and  reappoint- 
ing known  defaulters;  men  who,  without  excuse  or 
palliation,  had  embezzled  the  public  money.  De- 
falcations may  have  taken  place  under  all  Ad- 
ministrations; but  were  the  delinquents  reappointed 
to  office  after  a  knowled8;e  of  their  frauds?  That  is 
the  gravamen  of  the  charge.  It  is  in  this  that  we 
say  that  peculation  was  not  only  tolerated  but  en- 
couraged. In  one  of  the  cases  the  embezzlement 
was  not  denied,  but  was  admitted,  and  a  bond  given 
for  the  amoant,  and  the  officer  reappointed.  It 
shows,  sir,  as  was  said  by  the  gentleman  from  Mis- 
sissippi, that  their  morality  is  the  Spartan,  by  which 
the  offence  does  not  consist. in  doiiig  the  act,  but  in 
doing  it  so  banglingly  as  to  be  discovered;  that  vir- 
tue which  Shakspeare  ascribes  to  the  Venetian  la- 
dies — not  to  leave  undone,  but  to  keep  unknown. 
It  is  saying,  in  no  unequivocal  languasr,  embezzle, 
use,  and  speculate  on  the  public  money  as  much  as 
you  choose,  provided  you  keep  it  concealed.  But 
it  is  said  that  these  things  took  place  under  the  late 
Administration;  that  it  is  not  the  fox  that  has-  bro- 
ken into  the  roost,  but  the  lien.  Ay,  yes,  sir,  we 
are  now  beyond  the  reach  of  that  lion*s  paw. 

But,  sir,  all  these  robberies  of  the  Treasury  sink 
into  litter  insignificancy  in  comparison  with  the  stu- 
pendous proposal  to  legalize  such  a  system,  and 
make  it  perpetual.  This,  we  are  told,  is  to  be  a 
constitutional  Treasury.  Yes,  sir,  every  thing  is 
baptized  **  constitniionaP^  in  these  days.  I  think 
I  saw  the  other  day,  in  some  paper  published 
"  down  east,"  an  advertisement  of  "  constitutional 
pens,"  and  with  just  as  much  reason.  What  is  the 
gentleman^s  argument  for  this  Independent  Trea- 
sury? Why,  sir,  it  is,  that  we  cannot  avoid  having 
agents  to  receive  the  public  money  well,  faithless 
as  they  now  have  been  proven  to  be;  and  what 
would  common  sense  draw  as  an  inference  from 
,thai?  Why,  merely,  that  if  we  must  have  them, 
and  as  they  are  liable  to  temptation,  we  ought  to 
trust  them  as  little  as  possible.  But  what  is  the 
gentleman*s  inference?  It  is  that,  as  they  cannot 
be  trusted  with  small  sums,  h€  is  fOr  trusting  them 
with  all  the  revenue.  The  gentleman  seems  to  re- 
verse the  scriptural  principle  of  recompense,  "  be- 
cause thou  hast  been  faUhful  in  a  few  things,  I  will 
make  Ihcc  lord  over  many  thing*;"  but  his  principle 
seems  to  be,  "  because  thou  hast  been  faithless  in  a 
few  things,  I  will  make  thee  ruler  ov«r  many." 
Wf  have  had  two  classes  of  agents,  banks  and  in- 
dividu  lis.  The  first  have  been  faithful  beyond  an- 
ticipation; the  latter  faithless  to  a  general  and 
alarming  extent.  We  have  lost  by  banks  as  de- 
positories les5  than  a  million,  from  the  foundation 
of  the  Government;  whilst  we  have  lost  by  one 
single  Sub-Treasurer  a  million  and  a  quarter.  [Mr. 
Cambreleko  said  we  have  lost  forty  millions  by 
banks.]  No,  sir,  said  Mr.  T.  I  know  better.  I 
know  that  such  a  statement  has  been  in  public  do- 
cuments, and  one  emanating /rom  that  gentleman; 
but  it  is  a  fraud  to  say  so — a  fraud  in  argument,  I 
mean.  I  will  give  the  gentleman  the  precise 
amount  lost  by  the  banks  as  depositories,  f  759,000. 
In  the  reports  alluded  to,  this  ^um  is  swelled  by 
charging*upon  the  banVs  the  loss  from  the  use  of 
their  depreciated  paper.  Lei  us  examine  this 
shallow  deception.  It  was  during  the  war  that 
this  depreciated  paper  was  used;  what  else  could 
be  done?  Thrre  was  noi  ten  millions  of  specie  in 
the  country,  and  annual  appropriations  of  fifty 
millions.  Specie  was  clearly  out  of  the  question. 
Trea.«ury  notes  were  the  only  alternative,  and  they 
were  tried,  and  the  result  was,  that  they  were  at  a 
discount  much  below  bank  notes,  and  this,  in  the 
limited  amounts  issued,  from  the  fact  that  bank 
notes  were  used.  But  if  bank,  notes  had  been  re- 
jected, and  Treasury  notes  issaed,    they  would 


have  fallen  to  the  worthltssness  of  continental 
money.  As  it  was,  they  were  greatly  below  pa- 
per money.  Yes,  sir,  we  have  lost  near- 
ly twice  as  much  *  by  one  Sub-Treasurer  as 
we  have  lost  in  all  from  banks  from  the  founda- 
tion of  the  Government.  What  does  this  compa- 
rison show?  It  shows,  as  clear  as  the  light,  the 
superior  safety  of  banks.  No  man  here  will  dare 
rise  in  his  place  and  attempt  to  prove  that  indebt- 
edness from  corporations  is  not  a  more  safe  condi- 
tion than  indebtedness  from  individuals.  We  have 
tried  both.  We  have  found  the  one  class  dishonest, 
tempted  even  by  small  sums  to  defraud  the  public, 
and  ltd  on  to  peculate  at  last  to  the  amount  of 
millions.  And  what  is  the  remedy?  Why,  sir, 
to  make  ihem  the  depositaries  of  our  entire  re- 
venue. That  is  the  logic.  Were  these  logicians 
acting  in  their  own  private  affairs,  I  am  apt  to 
think  they  would  draw  sounder  conclusions. 

Take  this  case  of  Swartwont.  In  carrying  the 
public  funds  from  the  custom-house  to  the  bank, 
he  embezzled  more  than  a  million;  the  panacea  is, 
to  give  hin  millions  on  millions  to  keep  perma- 
nently. Small  sums  are  not  safe  whilst  merely  in 
tramitu  from  the  custom-house  -to  the  bank;  but 
we  are  urged  to  trusTmilHonstothem  permanently; 
and  why?  Bccanse  of  the  additional  cobweb  se- 
curities of  this  bill.  It  is,  in  my  judgment,  a  most 
unsafe  mode  of  keeping  the  public  money,  and 
fearfully  demoralizing  in  its  tendency.  If  adopted, 
as  expunging  is  the  order  of  the  day,  it  would  be 
well  to  expunge  from  the  Lord's  prayer  that  admi- 
rable passage,  <*Lead  us  not  into  temptation." 

Mr.  T.  said  he  took  no  pleasure  in  thus  early 
being  forced  into  a  discussion  of  this  question. 
But  the  gentleman  from  Maryland  had  introduced 
it,  and  he  could  not  permit  his  remarks  to  pass  un- 
answered. Mr.  T.  was  aware  of  the  many  eon- 
siderations  that  demanded  that  he  should  measure 
his  langnsge  upon  this  snbject.  The  State  which 
he  in  part  represented  held  different  opinions  from 
himself,  and  he  did  not  hesitate  now  to  say,  when 
improper  motives  can  scarcely  be  attributed  to  him, 
that  there  is  no  community  upon  earth  for  whose 
enlightened  patriotism  he  had'  so  profound  a  re- 
spect. This  is  no  new  opinion;  it  bad  grown  with 
his  growth,  and  strengthened  with  his  strength:  it 
was  more  than  an  opinion;  it  was  a  sentiment,  a 
passion;  and  he  would  add,  in  all  sincerity,  that 
never  was  the  State  (he  spoke  of  the  State,  not  of 
individuals)  actuated  by  a  more  sincere  conviction, 
or  a  more  interested  patriotism,  in  any  of  those 
perods  which  have  heretofore  so  gloriously  marked 
her  high  career.  If  he  bad  any  doubts  on  the  ques- 
tion, he  would  long  since  have  surrendered  his 
opinions  to  those  of  the  State.  But  believing,  and, 
indeed,  knowing,  as  he  did,  he  never  could  sup- 
port, and  never  shonUi  itease  to  oppose,  with  all  his 
poor  powers,  so  disastrous  a  measure.  He  greatly 
doubted  whet)ier  the  people  of  this  country  ever 
would  practically  elect  another  President;  whether 
we  have  not  taken  the  step  fatal  to  all  other  Re- 
publics, of  the  President  nominating  his  successor. 
Adopt  this^system,  and  he  saw  little  hope  of  resist- 
ance to  any  future  Administration. 

Mr.  W.  COST  JOHNSON  here  made  further 
explanations  in  relation  to  the  delays  in  the  deli- 
very of  certain  documents  ordered  to  be  printed,  in 
consequence  of  a  map  not  being  completed. 

He  then  went  on  to  admit  that  the  revenue  must 
be  collected -by  agents,  and  that  these  agents  would 
always  be  more  or  less  liable  to  corruption.  He 
maintained,  however,  that  the  Sob-Treasury  scheme 
would  be  no  remedy  for  the  evil.  Yet  he  thou«;ht 
a  remedy  was  practicable;  and  if  no  othet  member 
did,  he  now  gave  notice  that  when  the  Sul^Trea- 
sury  bill  came  up,  he  should  move  an  amendment 
providing  for  the  adoption  of  tlie  plan  now  in  use 
in  Virginia  in  regard  to  the  collection  of  the  reve- 
nue. The  collectors  nevef  touched  a  dollar  of  the 
money  collected;  the  men^ant  deposited  the  amount 
of  his  duties  in  bank,  asd  gave  a  bank  certificate 
to  the  collector;  the  n^oney  was  drawn  out,  not  by  the 
collector,  but  by  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States. 
This  plan  would  go  far  to  obviate  the  diidicnlty,  and 
render  such  cases  as  that  of  Swarwont  impossible. 
Mr.  J.  was  opposed  to  the  whole  plan  of  securities, 
and  this  mode  of  collection  wonld  render  Ihem  un- 
necessary.   It^  wotild  eonetntimte  respoeibility,  and 


fix  the  public  eye  on  a  single  man«  He  compli- 
mented the  eloquence  of  his  colleague,  [Mr. 
Thomas,]  agreed  with  him  that  corraptioneyei  bid 
and  ever  would  exist  uoder  all  Qovemmests,  bot 
objected  lo  the  Sob-Treasury  ^eme  ias  going 
to  radiate  and  disseminate  that  corroptioa  ia  tU  tb- 
rections  through  the  country.  If  the  receiver  cooki 
be  placed  in  some  safe,  where  he  could  be  loeked 
up,  then  Mr.  J.  would  tiust  him  with  the  persiofi&l 
custody  of  a  million  and  a  half  of  doUais,  as  in 
Sararlwout*s  case;  but  not  otherwise. 

Mr.  THOMAS  rose  to  say  a  few  words  to  the 
gentleman  from  Virginia,  [Mr.  Wise,]  and  make 
a  brief  reply  to  one  part  of  the  remarlc;  of  the  gea- 
tleman  from  South  Carolina,  [Mr.  Thompsgk.] 

The  gentleman  from  Virginia  had  taken  aa  ei- 
traordinary  advantage  of  an  admission  made  ia  a 
private  conversation.  He  had  said  to  the  gentle- 
man from  Virginia  that  he,  [Mr.  T]  bild 
not  read  the  whole  of  document  No.  297. 
Possessed  of  this  fact,  in  this  way,  the  gea- 
tleman  from  Virginia  had  put  the  questioa,  ia 
the  course  of  his  speech)  "  has  the  geotjeaun 
read  the  document  proposed  to  be  printed!"  He 
knew  what  answer  would  be  given,  for  he  hadpr^ 
viottsly  been  privately  told  that  the  whole  of  the  doe* 
ument  had  not  been  perused.  This  circaotstame 
the  gentleman  has  commeated  on  for  effect,  aad 
charges  me  with  ignorance  of  material  facts.  Saeh 
a  proceeding  cannot  but  be  considered  very  Da/air. 
When  the  gentleman  reflects,  he  will  feel  that  be 
has  done  himself  and  me  gross  injustice.  I  caa, 
without  difficulty,  lay  a  foundation  for  retunii^ 
this  language  to  the  gentleman.  Has  he  read  the 
report  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  with  its  aocoo- 
panying  documents?  Has  he  read  a  report  (tm 
the  same  source,  recommending  a  system  of  de- 
fence for  the  Northern  frontier,  with  its  ubajar 
statements  throughout?  Has  the  gentlemaa  read 
one-fourth  of  the  voluminous  document  Iholdia 
my  hand?  We  know  he  has  not.  Then  he  is  igao* 
>  rant  of  all  these  important  papers,  and  has  voted, 
notwithstanding  his  ignorance,  for  or  against  tKts 
publication.  In  so  doing,  he  has  acted  as  niaQt]r*< 
nine  hundredths  of  the  House  have  done.  It  is. 
net  to  be  presumed  that  any  one  of  us  read  all  ihi; 
documents  published  to  enable  t»  to  voteforii] 
against  their  publication.  Before  we  act  fiaallft 
upon  the  subjects  to  which  they  relate,  wercadal} 
or  such  parts  of  them  as  are  required,  to  be|i 
pared  to  vote  uaderstandingly.  This  iswhatlhi 
done,  and  shall  do  in  the  present  case.  Aadli 
peat,  the  gentleman  has  acted  very  unfairly  is  I 
tempting  to  produce  an  impres^on  any  where  tl| 
the  statement  made  by  me  to  him  in  the  first  i^ 
stance,  in  a  private  conversation,  was  worthy  $^ 
being  brought  out  in  the  debate  lo  be  commeaU^ 
on.  , 

But,  as  the  gentleman  seems  tochallet^  acoM^. 
parison  of  the  degree  of  informatien  which  we  pj 
spectivcly  possess,  I  ^Arill  run  the  parallel  a  HM 
further.  I  have  shown  that  he  is  as  ignorant  at  i: 
am — borrowing  his  phraseology-— of  facts.  I M*; 
propose  to  convict  him  of  an  ignorance  of  a  i 
important  character.  Unless  be  has  better  res 
to  assign  for  his  declaration  that  the  Secretaiy  I 
-the  Treasury  ought  to  be  impeached  tbani 
urged  here  to-day,  he  is  ignorant  of  theprinciri 
of  morals  and  law,  by  which  the  conduct  off 
officer  should  be  tried.  The  proof  be  has  adr 
is  to  be  found  in  document  No.  5^7.  It  fan 
in  many,  if  not  all  cases,  partial  testimony  ( 
We  learn  from  it  that  certain  public  officers  i 
charged  in  books  of  the  Treasury  Deparunenti 
large  sums  of  money,  placed  in  their  hands  for  L. 
bursement;  and  also  that  the  Secretary  and  oM 
officers  of  that  Department  have  made  repeated  ci^ 
in  vain  opon  these  disbursing  officers  for  a  final 4; 
tlement  of  their  accounts.  But  this  documestdfll 
not  give  us  the  letters  of  those  officers  in  i 
We  know  not  what  apologies  they  have  offere 
delay.  They  may  have  unadjusted  claims  a 
the  United  States  to  set  oflT.  They  may  need  i 
ers  for  expenditures  yet  to  be  procured.  Witb| 
state  of  facts,  the  gentleman  undertakes  to  c 
the  Secretary,  not  only  with  negligence,  bat  i 
wilful  misconduct;  with  malfeasance  of  a  f 
justifying  impeachment,  because  be  has  ] 
dismiss  all  those  ofllcen.    Sturely  this  ] 
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iftTMftlMiofalNawand  of  soand  mcrals.  X4fo 
jiiavbo  has  been  ia  public  employment  could 
KineRapedimfwachmeBt,  if  the  gentleman  hai 
lo^naieoata  case  justifying  buch  a  proceed- 
iig,  iBSiqiport  of  this,  cases  ioDumerable  could 
bepn^aeed.  I  will  content  myself  with  oue  known 
to  the  whole  country.  For  many  years,  the  late 
JuHi  Monroe,  wihose  personal  integrity  was  ne^er 
iopeiciwd,  stood  chazKcd  upon  the  books  of  the 
Tamis  viih  about  |dO,000.  According  to  the 
l«oid,iieGoaki  have  ^en  arraigned  as  a  defaulter. 
Mr.  Wise  rose  to  say  that  Mr.  Monroe  never 
us  a  defaulter. 

Mr.T.  rrplied,  I  know  that,  and  am  about  to  re- 
fer to  facts  in  proof  of  it.'  But  while  his  accounts 
vtie  gueuled,  and  a  baianee  of  public  money  was 
iabiiiiiAdsaBaccountedfor,  he  could  have  been 
i^itd  a  defaulter  with  as  much  propriety  as  that 
ipiAet  can  be  applied  to  many  who  are  now  ar- 
laigned.  Mr.  Monroe,  in  the  course  of  time,  set- 
IkdJusaoooaots,  when  he  satisfied  the  accounting 
Qiees  that  the  United  States  were  in  fact  indebted 
.to  hiffl.  Wai  Mr.  Monroe,  on  account  of  this  trans- 
actioBt  fxdoded  from  office?  Did  he  not,  on  the 
eotmiy,  subsequently  rise  from  grade  to  grade  of 
pobtie  ippoiDtmenty  until  he  reached  the  Presiden- 
till  chaih  And  were  the  men  who  promoted  him 
SDhyofbigh  crimes  and  misdemeanorsl  Let  it 
aotbesapposed  that  I  am  justifying  the  proceeding 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  or  passing  jodg- 
MBt  upon  those  men  who  are  said  tc  be  public  de- 
ftilieis.  J  am  doing  no  such  thing.  I  have  un- 
dertaken simply  to^iow  that  the  gentleman  from 
Tufiniais  ignorant  of  ibe  principles  upon  which  an 
inpinriimrat  bhould  be  based,  unless  he  has  other 
•ndenccs  of  guilt  besides  those  exhibited  to-day. 
But  is  it  not  time  to  be  done  with  declamation  and 
kficiive  (fur  which  the  gentleman  has  much  ta- 
Jem)  ipon  this  subject? 

If  the  Secretary  be  guilty,  let  the  gentleman  bring 
fowud  a  specific,  tangible  charge.  Let  him  sub- 
IMlaresoiuiion  declaring  that  therein,  and  then 
Ik  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  did  an  act  calling  for 
Msinpeicbraent,  and  therefore  I  arraign  him  be- 
fore the  bar  of  this  House  and  before  the  bar  of 
pflUie  opinion.  Let  this  be  done,  and  I  pledge  my- 
self solenniy  to  do  justice  in  the  matter.  I  know 
that  I  have  party  attachments.  They  are  strong, 
ifcnnoi  but  feel  a  partiality  for  men  with  whom  I 
kre  fought  many  a  hard  battle  in  what  we  esteem- 
ed & gocl  cause.  But  I  know  that  I  can  divert  my- 
Klf  of  all  prejudice,  and  give  an  impartial  vote, 
..«kn  iheiMue  is  made  up  in  doe  fortn  between  the 
teBRHry  and  his  accusers. 

Beibre  I  cloee  my  remarks,  I  desire  to  say  a  very 
im  words  in  reply  to  the  gentleman  from  South 
CaioliBa,  [Mr.  Thompson.]  He  much  mistakes  in 
npposmg.  that  I  intended  to  palliate  the  defalca- 
tmsof  the  friends  of  the  Administration  by  i»how- 
'  ^  that  their  opponents  were  no  better. 

la  repelhng  the  assertion  that  the  fiiend?  of  this 
Adaioistrsiion  dreaded   the   publication  of  a  list 
'«( Ibe  names  of  these  defaulters,  1  referred  to  the 
JkaovA  fut  that  there  are  on  the  list  men  ot  both 
h  foiitioal  parties  now  existing,  and  of  all  parties 
I  «*!*  have  ever  existed  in  this  country.    Thefc 
awn  were  not  put  in  office  by  General  Jackson  and 
^Jnsaooossor  alone.    Some  of  them  have  been  ap- 
Idoiated  by  each  of    the  other  Presidents  of  the 
uaiird  States.    This  circumstance  was  adduced 
H  la  Aow  ihat  no  particular  party  has  cause  to  dread 
Ae  poblicatloo  and  republication  of  these  docu- 
IB.   Let  them  be  publishe.1,  and  let  us,  instead 
:^  crnniaating  and  recriminating  for  mere  party 
|wpws,  profit  by  the  past,  and,  looking  to  the 
great  bimI  vital  interests  involved,  guard,  if  we  can, 
■gsiast  a  recurrence  of    similar  evils  hrreafter 
8ftt  let  not  the  friends  of  economy  noM*,  or  any 
tee  hereafter,  be  driven  or  dragooned  into  a  lavish 
"extravagant  expenditure  of  money  by  printing 
nareasonable  number  of  copies  of  any  docu- 
It  whatever.      Gentlemen    tell    us  there    are 
1,000  vi»rers  in  New  York,  and  nearly  an  eqjal 
'  Tin  Pennsylvania.     Well,  what  then?    Are 
tt>  publish  one  copy  of  these  documents  f«r 
voter  in   the  T7nited  States?    No  man  has 
a  measure  of  that  monstrous  character. 
I,  if  that  is  not  to  be  done,  some  medium  be- 
ne ptablicatioD  at  all  and  the  prititiDg  of  miU 


lions  of  copies  of  large  documents  must  be  adopt- 
ed, and  that  medium  seems  to  be  to  print  a  sufficient 
number  to  furnish  with  a  copy  each  editor  of  a 
periodical  or  newspaper,  each  legislator,  and  each 
public  library  in  the  Union,  and  leave  a  few  copies 
to  each  member  of  this  House  for  general  distribu- 
tion. When  that  has  been  done,  we  should  touch 
the  public  money  no  further.  If  a  more  general 
diffusion  of  information  than  is  to  be  had  here  is 
desirable,  each  member  can,  out  of  his  own  pri- 
vate funds,  get  the  means,  and  in  expenditures  of 
that  character  my  constituents  have  not  had,  and 
will  never  have,  cause  to  charge  nae  with  pan^i- 
mony. 

Mr.  MERCER  had  beard  with  great  res:ret  the 
name  of  Mr.  Monroe  introduced  in  this  debate  as 
having  been  a  defaulter  to  Government.  It  might, 
perhaps,  have  arisen  from  the  circumstance  that  he 
had  mentioned,  at  his  seat,  that,  as  far  back  as  the 
administration  of  Mr.  Madison,  it  had  been  the 

Rractice  to  publish  the  names  of  defaulters,  and  that 
f  r.  Monroe's  name  had  been  so  published.  He 
might  have  added  the  name  of  Timothy  Pickering, 
also,  which  was  published  under  a  similar  charge. 
The  publication  of  Mr.  Monroe  happened  in  a  sin- 
gular manner.  A  box  of  public  accojnt  books  had 
been  wheeled,  on  i\s  way  to  another  place,  into  the 
office  of  Benjamin  Franklin  Bache,  of  Philadelphia, 
editor  of  the  Aurora,  who  had  copied  the  debit  side 
alone  of  Mr.  Monroe's  account  with  the  Govern- 
ment, in  which  it  appeared  he  was  debtor  to  the 
amount  of  j^0,000,  and  published  it  in  that  paper. 
Mr.  Monroe  was  then  sick  in  Albemarle  county, 
Virginia;  yet  he  ros:e  from  his  bed  and  mounted  his 
horse,  drew  out  his  account,  and  immediately  had 
it  settled.  This  was  a  different  matter  from  the 
final  settlement  of  his  account  after  leaving  the* 
Presidency.  It  was  the  custom  of  the  Treasury  to 
charge  a  public  officer  with  all  the  sums  paid  him 
on  account  of  bis  salary,  and  not  to  credit  him  by 
hi«  services;  hence  he  stood  on  the  books  as  a  debt- 
or, when  he  did  not  owe  a  farthing.  This  might 
occasion  some  of  the  statements  in  document  No. 
Ill,  which  had  created  such  amazement.  Mr.  M. 
said  he  had  no  idea  that  these  cases  had  the  slight- 
est analogy  to  thos?  of  these  land  receivers;  and  he 
would  undertake  to  say  that  a  more  scandalous 
correspondence' he  had  never  listened  to  in  his  life 
than  that  which  had  taken  hlace  between  these  men 
and  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury;  and  he  was  pre- 
pared to  sustain  an  impeachment  of  that  ofi^oer 
whenever  it  should  be  moved  in  the  House. 

Mr.  BOON  said  the  epithet  of  **corruption"  had 
been  so  long  and  so  often  charged  upon  the  late  and 
present  Administrations  of  the  General  Govern- 
ment, both  in  and  out  of  this  hall,  that  it  had  now 
become  an  old  song,  stripped  of  all  the  influence 
upon  the  public  mind,  for  which  so  many  nnfound- 
e<i  charges  bad  been  made,  and  ten  thousand  times 
reiterated,  without  ever  one  of  them  having  been 
sustained  by  even  the  $hado\o  rffroqf.  Mr.  B.  said 
this  system  of  charging  upon  the  Administration 
corrupiion  by  vdhaUviU  had  been  persevered  in  for 
years  past,  in  every  possible  manner,  and  what,  he 
would  ask,  had  been  the  response  from  the  people 
in  evrtry  quarter  or  section  of  this  Confederacy?  I, 
cf  ntinued  Mr.  B.  have  been  Ustening  to  hear  some 
reference  made  by  those  who  originated  these 
charges  to  the  recent  general  elections  which  have 
taken  place  in  some  twelve  States  of  this  Union 
since  the  adjonmment  of  the  last  panic  making  ses- 
sion of  Congress,  to  show  that  those  charges  are 
believed,  and  that  the  Administration  is  condemn- 
ed by  the  people.  But,  Mr.  Speaker,  I  have  not 
heard  the  first  allusion  made  by  the  Opposition  to 
the  late  popular  e'ections  which  have  taken  place 
in  those  States,  and  where  the  measures  of  the  Ad- 
ministration  were  made  tetf  questions  in  thr*  elec- 
tion of  representatives  to  the  next  Congress!  Sir, 
the»e  vaguf*  charges  of  corruption,  made  against  the 
Admin istiation,  have  been  passed  upon  by  the  peo- 
ple of  twelve  States  since  the  last  adjournment  of 
Congress,  and  they  have  said,  by  their  late  elec- 
tion"^ for  Congressmen  and  other  officers,  that  they 
do  not  believe  one  word  of  all  that  has  been  said 
and  published  against  the  Administration  and  its 
leading  measures.  A  gentleman  near  me,  from 
Kentucky,  [Mr.  Williams,]  mentions  the  Stale  of 
New  York  as  not  having  *  given  a  favorable  re- 


sponse at  her  late  elections  to  the  measures  of  the 
Administration.  Be  it  so.  Yet  eleven  other 
States,  in  which  general  elections  have  been  held 
since  the  ^anic  making  session  of  Congress,  have 
given  unequivocal  demonstrations  of  their  entire 
confidence  in  the  wisdom  and  integrity  of  the 
Administration,  and  of  their  approval  of  its 
general  policy,  including  the  Independent  Trea- 
sury measure. 

With  a  full  knowledge  of  these  unerring  facts, 
the  eloquent  and  talented  member  from  Missis- 
sippi [Mr.  PacNTiss]  declared  in  his  place,  but  a 
{tv  moments  .since,  that  he  will  continue  to  ring 
in  the  ears  of  ^he  Administration  party  the  cry  of 
"corruption!"  "corruption!"  "corruption!"  so  long 
as  he  is  a  member  of  this  House;  and  after  hS 
public  services  shall  have  closed  here,  he  will 
still  cry  ^^twrwpt^xr^l'^^  This  cry  of  corruption, 
said  Mr.  B.  has  t  een  loud  and  long  proclaimed 
in  this  ball  of  the  people's  Representatives,  and 
he  had  supposed  that  no  gentleman  could  be  elect- 
ed to  a  seat  on  that  floor  whose  word  Would  not 
be  taken  as  XYMHh  by  his  constituents;  yet  it  would 
seem  tha*:  some  gentlemen  wished  their  word  to  be 
endorsed  by  the  publication  of  a  document  from 
a  Govemnrenf  o^eer.' 

Mr.  B.  said  he  would  vote  against  the  printing 
of  an  extra  number  of  those  documents,  which  had 
been  once  printed  by  order  of  the  House,  simply 
because  the  onU  possible  good  that  could  or  would 
be  obtained  by  the  printing  of  an  txirtk  number  of 
them  would  be  a  useless  and  extravagant  expendi- 
ture of  the  public  money,  which  could  in  nowise 
benefit  any  person  save  the  pufrfic  printer.  To  him 
it  would  be  a  fat  job,  and  then  it  would  be  charged 
by  the  Opposition  as  another  item  of  wasteful  and 
extravagant  appropriation  of  the  public  money  on 
the  part  of  the  Administration.  In  reference  to 
the  oft  repeated  charge  of  corruption  on  the  part  of 
the  Administration,  why,  I  ask,  do  not  gentlemen,' 
thus  vaguely  charging,  bring  forward  specific 
charges,  with  a  view  to  have  those  who  may  be 
found  guilty  punished  and  removed  from  office  by 
impeachment  or  otherwise?  Until  this  shall  be 
done,  the  cry  of  eorrufUion  here  or  elsewhere  will 
fall  dead  upon  the  public  ear.  As  to  the  "picking 
and  stealing"  from  the  public  Treasury,  charged 
by  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  [Mr.  Wise,]  Mr. 
B.  said  he  somewhat  suspected,  from  recent  deve- 
lopment, that  before  all  was  over,  it  would 
become  matter  of  dispute  whether  the  WMga 
or  Conservatives  had  "picked"  or  stolen  most 
from  the  public  Treasury.  They  seem  to  be  the 
great  whales  in  this  business  of  "picking  and 
stealing"  from  ibe  Treasury,  as  has  b?en  charged 
by  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  [Mr.  Wise] 
lliat  there  had  been  public  difaulUrs  under  the 
present  and  former  Administrations,  was  not  to  be 
denied;  and  the  like  may  be  expecte«i  so  long  as 
there  shall  be  public  money  collect«fd  and  dis- 
bursed, whether  through  the  agency  of  banks,  or 
other  Government  agents.  But  if  we  are  to  judge 
of  the  future  by  recent  passed  indications  of  pub- 
lic sentiment  in  reference  to  the  numerous  vague 
charges  of  *^eorrupiion''^  in  the  Administration, 
made  on  this  floor  during  the  iait  two  or  three 
years,  there  is  reason  to  believe  that  ihe  whole  af- 
fair will  pass  off  as  it  did  with  the  shepherd  boy, 
*of  whom  we  have  read  in  Dillworth's  fables,  who 
is  represented  to  have  been  m  the  habit  of  crying 
wolf,  wolf,  wolf,  when  there  was  no  wolf,  until 
every  one  who  heard  the  cry  of  wolf,  settled  down 
in  the  belief  that  there  was  no  wolf. 

Mr.  BOND  obtained  the  floer,  and  moved  an  ad- 
journment; whereupon. 

The  Hou«e  adjourned. 

HOUSE  OP  REPRESENTATIVES, 
SxTuaDAY,  Dec.  29,  1838. 

Mr.  BOND  asked  the  House  to  proceed  with  the 
consideration  of  the  unfinished  business  at  the  ad- 
journment on  yesterday,  (the  resolution  to  print  cer- 
tain documents.) 

Objection  being  made,  Mr.  B.  moved  a  suspen- 
sion of  the  lules,  on  which  motion 

Mr.  HARLAN  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays, 
which  being  ordered,  were— yeas  79,  nays  65. 

So  the  rules  were  not  suspended,  not  being  two- 
thirds. 


CONGllESSIONAL  GLOBE. 


Mr.  CHAMBERS  made  an  earnest  appeal  lb 
the  House  to  proceed  with  the  private  caleadar, 
first  disposing  of  the  Senate  bills  on  the  Speaker's 
table. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS  of  Kentucky  hoped  his  col- 
league would  except  the  bill  to  postpone  the  pay- 
ment of  the  fourth  instalment. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  suggested  that  when  that 
bill  came  up  it  could  be  postponed  to  a  day  cer- 
tain. 

Mr.' CHAMBERS'S  resolution  was  agreed  (o 
without  a  dissenting  voice,  and  the  bills  from  the 
Senate  were  taken  up,  read  twice,  and  referred  to 
their  appropriate  standing  committees. 

The  bill  to  postpone  the  payment  of  the  fourth 
instalment,  was,  on  motion  of  Mr.  CAMBR& 
LENG,  postponed  to,  and  made  the  special  order 
for  Tuesday  week. 

The  CHAIR  laid  before  the  House  a  communi- 
cation from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  in  com- 
pliance with  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives of  the  7lh  July,  in  respect  to  the 
donations  of  the  public  lands,  and  the  quantity 
surveyed,  the  pUns  for  dividing  it  in  its  proceeds, 
the  improvements  most  eligible  in  its  present  sys- 
tem of  sale,  with  other  matters  of  a  character  some- 
what similar. 

Mr.  JOHNSON  of  Maryland  moved  that  these 
documents  be  laid  on  the  table,  and  five  thousand 
extra  copies  primed. 

Mr.  ROBiiiiTSON  remarked  that  this  was  a 
very  imporraut  subject,  and  he  hoped  the  gentle- 
man would  move  that  this  report  and  hts  own  re- 
solution, togeiher  with,  if  he  thought  proper,  the 
resolution  of  the  gentleman  from  Georgia,  [Mr. 
HirNt:s,]  he  referred  to  a  ct>mmiitec»  composed 
of  one  member  from  each  State. 

Mr.  JOHNSON  oi  Maryland,  after  a  few  eu- 
logiaiic  remarks  upon  the  chamcter  of  the  report 
and  the  importance  i»f  the  statistical  details  ap- 
pended thereto,  made  the  motion  suggested  by  Mr. 

RoBEaTSON. 

Mr.  CASEY  remarked  that  he  believed  this  re- 
port rtlatcd  to  the  disposition  of  the  public  lands 
generally,  and  as  such  huhjects  had  always  hereto- 
fore oeen  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Public 
Lards,  he  now  mad,e  the  motion  for  that  reference. 
To  the  priming  he  had  no  objection. 

Mr.  MENEPEE  opposed  this  motion  on  the 
ground  that  it  was  a  subject  that  belonged  to  the 
States  exclusively  in  their  separate  intermits. 

Mr.  FLETCHER  of  Vermont  said  that  he  was 
opposed  to  sending  the  report  and  accompanying 
documents  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands.  The 
subject  matter  did  not  legitimately  belong  to  that 
committee.  It  was  a  subject  of  no  ordinary  legis- 
lation. It  involved  millions  and  hundreds  of  mil- 
lions in  its  consequences.  Every  Stale  in  the  Union 
itad  a  deep  interest  in  if.  The  Suies  were  tenants 
in  common  in  the  public  domain,  and  a  question 
of  buch  vast,  such  deep  and  general  interest,  ought 
to  be  referred  to  a  special  committee,  in  which  the 
interebt  of  each  individual  State  should  be  l^repre- 
sented.  Vermont  has  a  deep  interest  with  her 
sister  Slates  in  the  public  domain.  If  any  legisla- 
tion is  had  touching  this  great  question,  the  mem- 
bers of  the  House  ought  on  their  return  home  to 
be  able  not  only  to  inform  their  constituents  of  the 
principles  upon  which  the  decision  of  the  House 
rested,  but  the  facts  that  governed  ibem  in  making 
this  decision. 

This  is  not  like  the  question  just  decided  by  the 
Hotisc,  on  motion  to  reconsider  the  vote  of  the 
House  sending  a  bill  from  the  Senate  and  accom- 
panying documents  to  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  for  the  purpose  of  committing  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Claims,  the  subject  matter  of  which  con- 
fessedly belonged  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands, 
and  so  recognised  by  this  House  in  sending  it  re- 
peatedly, from  session  to  session,  to  that  committee. 
The  subject  matter  of  this  repoitno  more  belongs 
to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  than  to  any 
other  otandmg  committee  of  this  House. 

He  did  not  well  understand  why  the  honorable 
gentleman  from  Illinois  should  be  so  very  solicitous 
that  it  ^hould  ^o  to  the  committee  of  which  he  is 
chairman.  He  did  not  impeach  the  justice  acd  in- 
tegrity of  that  committee;  but,  sir,  such  are  the 
infirmities  of  human  nature  that  we  cannot  at  all 


times,  and  on  all  occasions,  divest  ourselves  of  lo- 
cal feelings  and  local  interest.  The  Committee  on 
the  Public  Lands  consists  of  nine  members,  but 
three  of  whom  belong  to  the  thirteen  confederated 
States,  and  but  one  to  the  Northern  and  Ea&tern 
States.  Is  this  a  just  and  fair  representation,  where 
so  great  and  extensive  inteoests  are.  the  subject  of 
consideration  and  disposal?  The  State  of  Illinois 
will  be  fully  represented  in  a  committee  of  one 
from  each  State.  This  was  the  justice  and  equity 
of  the  case,  and  be  hoped  the  motion  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Maryland  would  be  sustained  by  the 
House. 

Mr.  HAYJ^ES  said  it  required  no  ajigument  to 
proue  the  importance  of  this  subject.  The  House 
had  been  sufficiently  instructed  by  its  experience 
for  the  last  few  years.  The  importance  of  the 
question  of  distribntinjr  the  public  lands  being  con- 
ceded, it  was  obvious  that  a  committee  should  be 
instituted  as  broadly  as  the  interests  concerned  in 
it.  It  was  a  subject  which  interested  every  State 
in  the  Union,  and  notwithstanding  the  inconveni- 
ence arising  from  so  large  a  committee  as  that  pro- 
posed by  the  gentleman  from  Maryland,  [Mr. 
Johnson,]  and  apart  from  the  alleged  hastile  orga- 
nization of  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands,  he 
was  decidedly  in  favor  of  the  proposition  of  his 
friend  from  Maryland.  He  entertained  Views 
somewhat  peculiar  as  to  the  most  proper  mode  of 
distribution,  if  Congress  should  determine  to  distri- 
bute the  public  lands,  but  would  take  a  more 
suitable  occasion  to  lay  his  views  before  the  House 
and  the  country.  He  hoped  the  motion  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Maryland  would  prevail,  and  that  the 
subject  would  besent  to  a  select  committee,  which 
would  not  beembarrassed  by  a  multiplicity  of  bu- 
siness, as  was  known  to  be  the  case  with  the 
Committee  on  the  Public  Lands. 

Mrs.  ROBERTSON,  advocated  the  reference  to 
a  general  committee. 

Mr.  EWING  complained  of  the  injustice  that 
would  be  inflicted  on  the  new  States  by  a  conside- 
ration of  this  subject,  when  they  had  scarcely  a 
moiety  of  their  proper  representation  on  this  floor; 
and  he  moved  to  lay  the  whole  subject  on  the  U- 
ble;  but  the  yeas  and  nays  having  been  ordered,  be 
withdrew  the  motion. 

Mr.  TILLTNGHAST  briefly  sustained  Mr. 
Johnson's  motion;  after  which, 

Mr.  WILLIAMS  of  Kentucky  demanded  the 
previous  question,  which  prevailed. 

The  main  question  was  on  Mr.  Casiy's  motion 
to  refer  the  report  and  documents  to  the  Committee 
on  the  Public  Lands,  and  thereon— 

Mr.  CHILDS  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays, 
which  were  ordered,  and  were— yeas  51,  nays  130. 

YEAS— Messrs,  Bell,  BirdsaU,  Boon,  Brodhcad, 
Cambreleng,  Casey,  Chapman,  Cheatham,  Crab?' 
Cushing,  Duncan,  Dunn,  Ewinej,  F»y,  Galluy, 
Rice  Garland,  Goode,  Williwi  GrabLuo,  Hamer, 
Harriioa,  Herod,  Howtrd,  Henry  Johnson,  Nath'l 
Jones,  Kemble,  Elingensmith,  Leadbetier,  Lewis, 
Loomis,  Lyon,  Martin,  May,  Miller,  Samuel  W. 
Morris,  Calvary  Morris,  Murray,  Petrikin,  John 
H.  Prentiss,  Sergeant  S.  Prentiss,  Raridrn,  Ridg- 
way,  Shields,  Sheplor,  Snyder,  Spencer,  Stone, 
Swearingen,  Turney,  Webster,  Christopher  H. 
Williams,  and  Yell— 51. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Adams,  Heman  Allen,  Ander- 
son,  Athcrton,  Banks,  Beatty,  Beers,  Beirne,  Bick- 
nell.  Bond,  Borden,  Bonldin,  Briggs,  Bronson,  Bu- 
chanan, William  B.  Calhoun,  John  Calhoon, 
Carter,  Chambers,  Childs,  Clark,  Clowney,  Coles, 
Corwin,  Craig,  Cranston,  Crockett,  Curtis,  Cush- 
man,  Dawson,  Davee,  Da/les,  Deberry,  Edwards, 
Elmore,  Evans,  Everett,  Farrington,  Richard 
Fletcher,  Lsaac  Fletcher,  P^  ster,  James  Garland, 
Giddings,  James  Graham,  Grantland,  Grant, 
Graves,  Grennell,  Griflin,  Huley,  Halstead,  Ham- 
np»ind,  Harlan,  Harper,  Hastings,  Hawes,  Haynes, 
Henry,  HofTroan,  Holt,  Thomas  B.  Jackson,  Ja- 
Ntz  Jackson,  William  Cost  Johnson,  Keim,  Ken- 
nedy, Legare,  Lincf*lo,  Marvin,  Samson  Mason, 
Maxwell,  McKay,  Robert  McClellan,  Abraham 
McClellan,  McClure,  McKennan,  Menefee,  Mer- 
cer, Mitchell,  Montgomery,  Noyes,  Owens,  Parker, 
Parris,  Paynier,  Peck,  Phelps,  Pickens,  Plumer, 
Pope,Pott8»  Pratt,  Putnam,  Randolph,  Reed,  Ro- 
bertbon,  Robinson,  Rumsey,  Russell,  Saltonstall, 


Shefifer,  Augustine  H.  Shepperd,  Charles  Shepaid, 
Sibley,  Slade,-  Southgate,  Stanly,  Stuart,  Stntton, 
Taliaferro,  Taylor,  Thomas,  TbompeoD,  Tillni- 
hast,  Titus,  Toland,  Toucey,  Tovns,  Underwoed, 
Vail,  Vanderveer,  Wagencr,  John  White,  Whit- 
tlesey, Lewis  Williams,  Sherrod  Williams,  Jaiid 
W.  Williams,  Joseph  L.  Williams,  Wise,  and 
Word— 130. 

So  the  motion  to  refer  to  the  Committee  on  (he 
Public  Lands  was  decided  in  the  negative;  ai3ytl  il 
was  referred  to  a  committee  to  be  composed  of  om 
member  from  each  State,  and  5,000  extim  copte 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  CHAIR  also  laid  before  the  Honse  a  eoiB- 
munication  from  the  First  Comptroller  of  the 
Treasufy,  in  compliance  with  the  provisions  of  the 
acts  of  Congress,  containing  a  statement  of  sudi 
oflioers  as  have  not  rendered  their  acconnls  withita 
the  year,  or  have  balances  unacconoied  for,  ad- 
vanced one  year  prior  to  the  30th  September,  1838. 

2.  Statement  of  the  accounts  m  his  office  which 
have  remained  unsettled,  or  on  which  balances  ap- 
pear to  have  been^due  more  than'three  years  prim 
to  30th  September,  1838. 

3.  An  abstract  of  moneys  advanced  prior  to  (be 
3d  of  March,  18Q9,  on  the  books  of  the  lateae- 
conntant  of  the  War  Depanment,  and  which  n- 
mained  to  be  accounted  for  on  the  books  of  te 
Third  Auditor. 

Mr.  WISE  moved  to  pfint  5,000  extra  copieB; 
which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  POBE,  on  leave,  presented  a  joint  resoliBttkiB 
of  the  Legislature  of  Kentucky  on  the  subject  of  a 
western  armory;  which  was  referred  to  the  Coa- 
mitlee  on  Military  Affairs. 

Mr.  THOMAS  asked  leaire  to  lay  the  foltowng 
amendment  to  the  rules  on  -the  table,  giving 
of  his  intention  to  call  it  up  on  Monday: 

Re39hed,  That  the  rules  of  the  House  be 
ed  by  adding  to  the  20th  rule  the  words,  ^*aBd  an 
the  1st  and  3d  Friday  of  each  month  the  caleodei 
of  private  bills  shall  be  called  over,  and  the  bills  In 
(he  passage  of  which  no  objection  shall  be  made, 
shall  be  first  considered  and  disposed  of — privalfl 
bills  from  the  Senate  having  a  preference  over  ftl 
▼ate  bills  of  the  House. 

Objection  being  made,  Mr.  T.  moved  to  soapetd 
the  rules,  but  the  House  refused.  - 

The  private  calendar  was  then  proceeded  ia. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  Col.  Geofga 
Gibson  was  the  itrsi  in  ord^r,  being  on  its  IM 
reading. 

It  was  opposed  by  Mr.  ALLEN  of  Vennoit, 
who  moved  to  strike  out  the  enacting  elame,  (cqai' 
valent,  that  motion  prevailing,  to  a  rfjectkm  of  thi 
bill,)  and  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays;  which  wen 
ordered. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  moved  to  recomiDit  4k 
bill  to  the  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims. 

Mr.  M'CLURE  moved  to  postpone  it  till  tfa 
day  three  weeHs,  whereupon  Mr.  UNDER WXM 
withdrew  his  motien,  and  Mr.  M'CLURE'S  ws 
agreed  to. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  TlioaMa  1 
Harrison  had  been  rejected  on  the  15th  of  Jm 
last,  and  on  the  following  day  a  motion  was  mai 
to  reconsider  that  vote,  and  it  was  now  postpoai 
to  the  same  day  as  the  above. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Josiah  Strong 
Samuel  Remick,  was  discussed  at  some  length, 
postponed  to  the  same  lime. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  James  Bailey  was  f 
poned  to  the  same  day. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Pamela  Brown 
discussed  for  some  time  under  the  same   mol 
when. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  SOUTHGATE; 

The  House  adjourned. 


IN  SENATE, 
MoNOAV,  December  31, 1838. 
Mr.  NORVELL  presented  a  memorial  frou. 
Brady  Guards,  a  gallant  volunteer  corps  of  Uie 
o{  Detroit,  composed  of  intelligent  and  pan' 
young  men,  stating  their  services  during  the 
winter  in  mainuining  the  supremacy  of  the  law 
the  neutrality  of  the  country,  and  praying  f* 
passage  of  an  act  grr.nting  them  pay  for 
months*  service  on  the  occasion.    The  i 
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with  the  documents  which  accompany  it,  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Military  Afiairs. 

Mr.  N.  also,  presented  a  petition  from  William 
Tifff  of  Michigan,  praying  for  a  pension:  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Pensions. 

Mr.  N.  also,  presented  two  memorials  from  citi- 
zens of  Michigan,  praying  for  appropriations  to 
improve  the  harbor  of  Brest,  and  the  erection  of  a 
Jight-house  at  Stony  Point,  in  that  State:  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

Mr.  KING  presented  a  memorial  of  citizens  of 
the  Territory  of  Florida  interested  in  the  construc- 
tion of  a  railroad  from  Pensacola  to  Montgo- 
mexy,  Alabama,  stating  that  they  have  imported 
nilrcad  iron,  which  has  been  admitted  free  of  duty 
on  condition  that  it  should  be  laid  within  three 
years,  and  not  being  able  to  place  it  on- the  road  in 
the  limited  period,. ihey  ask  an  extension  of  time; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Coau»ittee  on  Finance, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  HUBBARD  presented  the  memorial  of 
John  Prince,  asking  indemnity  for  the  loss  of  a 
Tesseldestroyed.by  an  officer  of  the  Government 
daring  the  last  war;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee  on   Claims. 

Mr.  LINN  presented  the  petition  of  Charles  S. 
Hempstead,  one  of  the  sureties  of  Thomas  Hemp- 
stead, praying  for  relief;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  WRIGHT,  from  the  Conunittee  en  Fi- 
sanee,  to  which  was  referred  the  bill  allowing 
equitable  commissions  to  agents  for  persons  in 
srhose  favor  awaids  have  been  made  under  treaties 
with  foreign  powers,  which  awards  have  been  re- 
tained in  the  Treasury  in  payment  of  debts  due  to 
lie  United  Slates,  reported  the  same  without 
iifiendment. 

Mr.  W.  from  the  same  committee,' to  which  was 
:ef erred  the  bill  supplementary  to  the  act  establish- 
Dg  branch  mints  of  the  United  Slates,  reported  the 
Mine  without  amendment. 

Mr.  FULTON,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Pub- 
ic Lands,  to  which  was  referred  the  memorial  on 
he  subject,  reported  a  bill  U)  revive  an  act  anthor ie- 
ag  certain  soldiers  in  the  late  war  to  relinquish 
heir  lands,  and  locate  other  lands  in  lieu  thereof, 
ind  for  other  purposes;  which  was  read,  and  or- 
lered  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  WALKER,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
i^ablic  Lands,  to  which  the  subject  was  referred, 
eported  a  bill  to  relinquish  to  the  State  of  Missis- 
sippi the  two  per  cf  nt.  fund  accruing  to  said  State 
ipon  her  admission  to  the  Union;  which  was  read, 
md  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  PIERCE,  from  the  Committee  on  Pensions, 
o  which  was  referred  the  memorials  of  William 
:k}ley,  Wilfred  Knott,  Joseph  Veazy,  and  Isaac 
Hilton,  made  unfavorable  reports  severally  thereon. 

Mr.  P.  on  leave,  and  in  pursuance  of  notice 
piven,  introduced  a  bill  to  provide  for  the  punish- 
Dent  of  certain  frauds  committed  on  persons  claim- 
Dg  pensioDS  aud  for  other  purposes ;  which  was 
ead  twice,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pen- 


Mr.  WILLIAMS,  from  the  Committee  on  Pen- 
tons,  to  which  was  referred  the  memorial  of  Jacob 
}ideon,  asking  for  arrears  of  pension,  made  an 
infavoraHJe  report  thereon. 

Mr.  LINN,  in  pursuance  of  notice  given,  asked 
lad  obtained  leave,  and  introduced  the  following 
»ills,  which  were  severally  read  twice,  and  referred: 

A  bill  to  revive  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  to  ena- 
ble the  claimants  to  land  within  the  State  of  Mis- 
oari  and  Territory  of  Arkansas,  to  institute  pro- 
tedings  to  try  the  validity  of  their  claims,"  passed 
!6di  haay,  1824,  and  the  act  amending  the  same; 
Ad 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  Cochran. 

Mr.  lAfiN  gave  notice  that  he  would  to-mor- 
piw  ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  establish  an 
dditional  land  office  in  the  State  of  Missoinri. 

Mi.  WILLIAMS  of  Mississippi  gave  notice  that 


he  would  to-morrow  ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill 
for  the  relief  cf  Alvarez  Fisk  and  the  legal  repre- 
scnlatlves  of  Thomas  P.  Eskridge. 

Mr.  ALLEN*  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tions, which  lay  over: 

Resolved,  That  the  financial  policy  established  at 
the  origin  of  this  Government  by  the  first  acts  of  its 
legislation,  and  especially  by  ihe  30th  section  of  the 
"Act  to  regulate  the  collection  of  duties,  Ac."  ap- 
proved by  President  Washington  July  31si,  1789, 
and  by  the  4ih  section  of  the  "Act  to  establish  the 
Treasury  Department,  &c."  approved  by  President 
Washington  September  2d,  1789,  was  in  strict  con- 
formity to  the  plain  and  frugal  genius  of  a  Repub- 
lic, and  to  the  fundamental  principles  of  the  Con- 
stitution. 

Resolved,  That  that  policy  has,  bj  a  long  scries 
of  subsequent  acts,  been  departed  from,  and 
ought  to  be  restored  in  the  future  administration  of 
the  Government.    And,  therefore, 

Resohed,  That  the  Groveinment  ought  fto  collect 
no  more  taxes  from  the  people,  either  directly  or 
indirectly,  than  are  absolutely  necessary  to  an  eco- 
nomical administration  of  its  affair^. 

Resolved,  That  the  taxes  paid  by  the  people 
ought  not  to  be  loaned  out,  by  the  Government,  to 
individuals  or  to  corporations. 

Resolved,  That  the  taxes  so  paid  by  the  people, 
ought  not  to  be  placed  by  the  Government  in  the 
custody  of  agents,  who  are  not  made  by  the  Con- 
stitution and  the  laws  responsible  to  the  people. 

Resolved,  That  those  legal  provisions  by  which 
the  Government  was  originally  required,  in  the 
transaction  of  its  own  affairs,  to  receive  and  to 
tender,  in  payment,  as  money,  nothing  but  that 
which  is  made  a  legal  tender  by  the  Constitution, 
ought  to  be  revived,  with  those  modifications  only, 
as  to  time  and  proportion,  suggested  by  the  present 
condition  of  the  country. 

'  Mr.  TALLMADGE  submitted  the  following  re- 
solution; which  was  considered  and^reed  to: 

Resdved,  That  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  al- 
lowing house  rent  to  the  officers  stationed  at  the 
navy  yards  at  Philadelphia  and  New  York. 

Mr.  CLAY  of  Alabama  submitted  a  joint  reso- 
Intioii  providing  for  the  settlement  and  quieting  of 
titles  to  land  in  Alabama  and  Mississippi,  derived 
under  the  permit  or  orders  of  survey  given  by  the 
Spanish  Government;  which,  after  a  f^w  explana- 
tory remarks  from  Mi",  and  from  Mr.  C.  was  read 
twice,  and  referred  to  the  Commiitee  on  the  Judi- 
ciary. 

Mr.  BENTON  presented  the  petition  of  a  large 
number  of  the  citizens  of  Missouri,  praying  for  the 
erection  of  a  custom-house  at  St  Louis,'which  shall 
also  accommodate  all  the  public  officers  at  .that 
place:  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce, 
and  ordered  «o  be  printed. 

Mr.  POSTER  gave  notice  that  he  would  to-mor- 
row ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  amend  the  act 
to  authorize  the  State  of  Tennessee  to  issue  grants 
and  perfect  titles  to  the  lands  therein  named,  Ac. 

The  PRESIDENT  announced  a  communication 
from  the  War  Depanmenf,  transmitting  a  report 
from  the  Chief  Engineer,  in  answer  to  a  resohition 
of  the  Senate  of  the  27th  inst.  on  the  subject  of  the 
improvement  of  the  harbor  of  St.  Louis;  which,  on 
moiion  of  Mr.  LINN,  was  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Commerce,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  RIVES  rose,  and  begged  the  indulgence  of 
the  Senate  while  he  made  a  statement  somewhat  of 
a  personal  character,  with  regard  to  himself,  but 
not  altogether  without  reference  to  the  public  inte- 
rest. He  was  not  in  his  seat  when  the  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in  answer  to  the  resolu- 
tion lately  submitted  by  him,  was  Kad,  and  there- 
fore had  not  the  opportunity  of  commenting  on  it; 
but  he  had  since  seen  it  in  the  public  prints,  and 
given  it  a  careful  perusal.  He  had  seen  it,  more- 
over, accompanied  by  .some  remarks  made  by  a 
Seuator  on  this  floor,  who  spoke  of  it  as  a  satisfac- 
tory and  triumphant  jefutation  of  all  the  charges 
made  in  the  speech  which  prefaced  the  introduc- 


tion of  the  resolution  to  which  it  was  a  reply.  Now 
he  rose  to  state  that  notwithstanding  this  claim  on 
the  part  of  the  Senator  from  Connecticut,  that  the 
report  was  a  satisfactory  refutation  of  all  the 
charges  that  had  been  made  against  the  Secretary, 
he  considered  the  report  as  a  substantial  admission 
of  every  thing  that  bad  been  alleged.  Indeed,  if 
the  documents  to  which  it  referred,  should,  when 
laid  on  their  tables,  correspond  with  the  description 
given  of  them,  the  conduct  of  the  Secretary  will  be 
placed  in  a  more  reprehensible  light  than  he  had  at 
first  suppoj  .*d  it  to  be.  His  object  now  was  to 
state,  that  when  the'  documents  should  be  laid  on 
their  tables,  he  would  be  prepared  to  show  to  the 
House  and  to  the  country,  that  taken  together,  the 
report  r  nd  accompanying  documents  were  a  'ub- 
stant:al  admission  of  the  truth  of  every  thing  he 
had  said. 

Mr.  KING  asked  if  the  Senator  made  any  pro- 
posiiion. 

Mi.  RIVES  replied.  No.  He  had  only  asked 
the  dourtesy  of  the  Senate  to  enable  him  to  make 
this  statement  relative  to  the  light  in  which  he 
viewed  the  report  of  the  Secretary,  in  consequence 
of  the  remarks  made  by  an  honorable  Senator  at 
the  time  the  report  was  read,  and  to  which  he  had 
not  then  an  opportunity  of  replying,  which  had 
gone  forth  to  the  world  treating  the  report  as  a 
triumphant  vindication. 

Mr.  KING  observed  that  there  certainly  was  a 
great  deal  ef  courtesy  in  this  body,  but  in  this  in- 
stance the  Senator  was  taxing  the  courtesy  of  the 
Senate  a  little  further  than  usual.  The  honorable 
Senator  thought  proper  to  preface  ihe  introduction 
of  his  resolutions  by  remarks  highly  condemnatory 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury;  and,  though  he 
was  surprised  at  it  then,  he  was  unwilling  to  oflTer 
any  comments  that  might  have  a  tendency  to  pro- 
tract the  debate  at  a  time  so  unsuitable,  from  the 
absence  of  all  information  on  the  subject.  The 
honorable  Senator  now  again  repeats  his  censures, 
when  the  subject  was  not  open  for  discussion.  He 
had  hoped  that  he  would  have  waited  till  all  the 
information  was  on  their  tables,  and  the  subject 
properly  before  them.  Then  a  fair  occasion  would 
be  offered  for  any  charges  the  Senator  might  think 
proper  to  make,  and  the  discussion  could  be  openly 
carried  on.  He  regretted  much  to  see  the  honora- 
ble Senator  persevere  in  this  course,  which  had  a^ 
tendency  to  prejudice  the  public  mind  in  advance 
of  the  evidence. 

Mr.  RIVES  said  he  would  venture  to  assert  that 
the  files  were  full  of  precedents  for  the  course  he 
had  taken,  though  he  had  not  searched  for  them. 
The  examples  were  without  number,  in  which  a 
gentleman^  on  presenting  a  resolution  for  inquiry, 
gave  a  detailed  statement  of  the  views  with  which 
he  offiered  it.  He  did  not  undertake  to  condemn 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  His  statements  were 
hypothetical  merely;  and  his  object  was  te  obtain 
more  full  explanation  with  regard  to  the  connection 
between  the  Government  and  the  Bank;  and  this 
led  him  incidentally  into  a  discussion  of  some  of 
the  topics  connected  with  the  subject.  What  did  his 
friend  from  Alabama  now  find  fault  with?  He 
was  charged  with  seeking  to  anticipate  public  opi- 
nion. Now,  who  set  the  example?  When  the  re- 
port was  read,  a  member  of  this  body,  [Mr.  Nilss,] 
who  was  known  to  be  an  indiscriminate  supporter 
of  this  Administration,  right  or  wrong,  gets  up  and 
declares  that  it  was  a  triumphant  refutaaon  of  every 
allegation  that  had  been  made.  Now,  when  this 
was  done  on  one  side,  might  he  not  be  permitted 
to  deny  it?  He  merely  gave  notice  of  the  fact  that  . 
he  considered  these  documents  as  substantially  ad- 
mitting the  truth  of  every  thing  he  had  alleged  in 
his  speech;  and  that  he  considered  them  totally  in  a 
different  light  from  that  in  which  the  Senator  from 
Alabama  viewed  them;  and  also  that  if  the  docu- 
ments should  turn  out  to  be  what  they  purported, 
he  shonld  hold  himself  prepared  to  sustain  every 
allegation  he  had  made. 

Mr.  NILES,  after  a  fbw  introductory  remarks, 
said,  that  it  seemed  that  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
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giaia  giounied  the  necessity  of  tnakiag  his  remarks 
at  this  un  inpropriate  momeat,  on  the  few  observa- 
tions he  [Mr.  N:}  hald  made  when  the  report  was 
'lead,  and  had  taken  the  opportunity  of  distinguish- 
ing him  as  an  indiscriminate  supporter  ef  the  Ad- 
ministration, right  or  wrong.  He  would  not  app)y 
the  cuovcrse  of  this  proposition  to  iht  Senator,  and 
say  of  him  that,  while  he  professes  to  be  a  friend 
of  the  Administration,  he  was  its  indiscriminate  op- 
poser;  he  should  leave  all  that  to  the  public.  The 
Senator  knew  that  on  one  occasion,  at  least,  he  was 
not  the  indiscriminate  supporter  of  the  Adminis- 
tration-, but  that  he  had  followed  the  lead  of  the 
Senator  himself  in  a  measure  known  not  to  be  ac- 
ceptable 10  the  President.  He  did  not  consider  his 
conduct  on  this  occasion  as  forming  a  point  for  a 
departure,  or  an  abandonment  of  the  principles  he 
had  professed  and  acted  or.  The  Senator  seemed 
to  ground  his  remarks  on  the  necessity  of  ehtering 
bis  protest  against  the  few  observations  he  had 
made,  as  he  happened  not  to  be  in  his  place  at  the 
time.  He  regretted  that  such  was  the  case;  but  it 
was  the  Senator's  doty  to  be  in  his  place  at  the  t;me, 
as  he  had  moved  the  resolution,  and  made  the 
charge  contained  in  his  speech.  When  this  re- 
port came  in,  he  (Mr.  N.]  moved  the  printing  of  an 
extra  number  of  copies,  as  well  on  the  ground  that 
it  was  but  an  act  of  justice  duo  to  the  officer  impli- 
cated, 10  ibe  Senate,  and  to  the  country,  that  these 
documents  should  be  seni  out  as  an  answer,  not  on- 
ly to  ihe  Senator's  resolution,  but  to  his  speech. 
The  Senator  says  that  in  the  light  in  which  he 
views  ihis  document,  it  forms  no  justification  for 
the  acts  of  ths  Secretary.  Now,  if  this  was  true, 
he  ought  not  to  object  to  the  circulation  and  distri- 
bution of  these  documents.  But,  from  the  Sena- 
tor'3  icmarks,  he  was  Inclined  to  think  that  he  was 
not  mnch  disposed  to  exculpate  the  Secretary. 

Mr.  N.  said  he  could  not  conceive  what  the  hono- 
rable Senator  bad  to  complain  of,  or  what  had 
iv.M<'d  for  his  exuaordinary  course  of  proceeding. 
Ti:u  document  went  to  the  public,  accompanied  by 
his  remarks,  which  were  in  reply  to  those  made  by 
the  Senator,  when  he  introduced  his  resolution. 
Still  ihey  were  not  in  the  same  character  with  the 
lomarks  made  by  the  Senator;  they  were  not  made 
in  advance  of  the  evidence,  like  these  of  the  Sena- 
tor.   The  Senator  asked  who  it  was  that  set  the 
example?    Why  it  was  the  Senator  himself,  who 
)tr^laced  a  mere  resolution  of  inquiry   with  re- 
marks highly  condemnatory  of  a  public  officer. 
Now,  if  his  remarks  were  not  sustained  by  the  do- 
cuments, and  it  was  not  for  him  to  say  whether 
they  were  or  not,  yet  his  course  of  proceeding  was 
not  to  be  compared  with  that  of  the  honorable  Se- 
nator.   The  gentleman  instituted  a  certain  course 
of  inquiries,  and  without  waiting  to  get  the  facts 
he  sought  for,  according  to  all  the  established  rules 
of  parliamentary  proe^ing,  and  all  the  principles 
of  justice,  he  accompanies  that  inquiry  with  a 
speech  occupying  two  hours  of  the  time  of  the 
Senate,  the  whole  of  which  were  imputations  of  the 
truth  of  the  facts  yet  to  be  ascertained.    If  he  un- 
derstood the  sum  and  substance  of  it,  it  went  to 
charge,  that  the  Secretaj^  of  the  Treasury  had  re- 
vived and  restored  tb*:  oeposite  system,  by  a  con- 
nection with  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  and 
others,  without  any  legal  regulations,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  being  relieved  from  all  legal  restraints  in 
the  use  of  the  banks;  and  that  all  the  professions  on 
the  part  of  the  Administration  of  hostility  to  a  con- 
nection with  bank?,  were  hypothetical  and  deceptive 
that  there  was  no  disposition  on  the  part  of  the 
Secretary  to  get  along  without  the  aid  of  banks. 
Tnat  was  the  gist  of  the  whole  speech.    Now,  if 
the  report  sustained  all  this,  his  [Mr.  R^.]  Speech 
wi'iild  go  before  the  world  triumphantly.     But  the 
puMic  would  look  at  the  whole  matter  with  regard 
to  ihe  facts,  and  not  with  regard  to  tHe  coloring 
given  to  them  by  the  gentleman  from  Virginia. 

Mr.  YOUNG  offered  the  following  resolution, 
whiiUi  lays  over: 

RtSQl9td,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be 
required  to  report  tQ  the  Senate  detailed  statements 
of  the  accounts  of  such  of  the  collectors,  receivers, 
and  disbursing  agents  of  the  United  Stales  as  have 
been  reported  defaulters  to  either  House  of 
Congiess  during  the  late  session,  together  with  all 
defalrations  which  have  since  occurred  (with  the 


exception  of  the  case  of  Samuel  ^wartwout,  late 
coUectcr  of  the  port  of  New  York)  including  m 
each  case  all  snipended  and  rejected  items 
of  ere.  lit  connected  with  any  such  account; 
and  which,  if  passed  to  the  credit  of 
a»y  sueh  deJaoUer,  would  cover  or  extinguish 
in  the  whole  or  in  part,  the  amoiutof  the  de- 
ficits, which  are  reported  as  standing  on  the  books 
of  the  Department,  against  such  defaulters;  with 
suitable  explanatioits  in  each  case,  showing  why 
such  items  9f  credit  have  been  suspended  or  reject- 
ed, and  wliy  they  ought  not  to  be  allowed  as  cre- 
dits to  such  defaulters;  the  said  report  to  include  all 
«uch  suspended  or  rejected  items  of  credit  as  are 
remaining  in  the  said  Department  up  to  the  present 
period. 

Mr.  Y.  observed  that  this  resolution  was  the 
same  in  substance  as  the  one  submitted  by  him  ai 
the  last  session,  and  which  had  not  yet  been  an- 
swered by  the  Secretary.  He  now  submitted  it 
again  for  the  purpose  of  recalling  the  subject  to  the 
Secretary^  attention.  That  great  injustice  had 
been  done  to  many  individuals,  and  to  some  par- 
ticularly in  his 'own  State,  by  reporting  them  as  de- 
faulters when  ihey  were  entitled  to  credits,  he  had 
before  had  occasion  to  state.  It  might  be  that 
vouchers  were  produced  by  those  persons  who  had 
been  reported  as  defaulters,  which  not  being 
deemed  formal  by  the  Department,  were  not  placed 
to  their  credit,  and  consequently  they  appeared  sim- 
ply as  defaulters  in  the  documents,  without  there 
being  any  reference  to  the  credits  which  they 
claimed.  Great  injustice  was  thus  done  to  these 
individuals,  by  not  stating  the  fact  that  there  were 
items  of  credit  claimed  by  them  which  were  not 
allowed.  He  could  point  out  men  of  property,  and 
of  the  highest  standing  in  his  State,  who  thus  ap- 
peared as  defaulters,  while  they  owed  little  or  no- 
thing to  the  Government.  He  Imew  an  instance  in 
which  a  person,  since  dead,  had  been  reported  as  a 
defaulter  for  |75,000,  and  he  knew  that  there  was  a 
receipt  in  the  Treasury  for  |25,000  of  this  naoney, 
which,  on  account  of  some  informality,  was  not 
passed  to  his  credit,  while  there  was  also  a  bank 
deposite  of  |18,000  not  credited  for  the  same  rea- 
sons. There  were  other  payments,  also,  in  this 
case,  which  brought  the  credits  nearly  up  to 
f50,000,  whilst  the  default  appeared  in  the  docu- 
ments to  be  |75,000* 

Now  he  knew  that  if  the  credits  claimed  by  these 
persons  were  reported  at  the  same  time  with  the 
charges  against  them,  a  great  many  who  nojr 
seemed  to  be  defaulters,  woukl  n«t  appear  in  the 
reports  as  defaulters  at  all.  We  all  know,  said 
Mr.  Y.  the  effect  that  it  has  upon  the  credit  and 
character  of  a  man  to  publish  him  as  a  defaulter  to 
the  Government,  and  the  great  injustice  that  was 
done  Qiereby.  Perhaps  the  Secretary  had  prepared 
a  statement  in  obedience  to  the  resolution  of  the 
last  session.  If  this  was  the  case,  the  present  reso- 
lution, which  was  drawn  up  precisely  as  the  one  of 
the  last  session,  would  serve  to  call  bis  attention  to 
it,  and  to  include  defaulters  who  had  subsequently 
become  so. 

Mr.  HUBBARD  observed  that  the  Senator  was 
mistaken  in  supposing  that  the  Secretary  had  not 
responded  to  the  call  on  the  subject  at  the  last  ses- 
sion. There  was  a  statement,  and  a  -vtrj  full  one, 
embracing  every  particular  called  for  by  the  Sena- 
tor, sent  in  at  the  last  session,  and  it  must  have 
escaped  the  Senator^s  notice.  He  had  no  objec 
tion,  however,  to  the  present  resolution,  as  it  would 
produce  a  statement  with  regard  to  subsequent  de- 
faults. 

Mr.  YOUNG  apprehended  that  the  Senator  was 
mistaken.  The  statement  to  which  he  had  refe- 
rence was  made  in  answer  to  another  call,  and  did 
not  contain  the  information  that  he  particularly 
wanted. 

SALT  DUTY.       . 
Mr.  MORRIS  moved  to  rescind  the  order  made 
on  Friday  last  for  printing  certain  documents  in  re- 
lation to  (he  salt  duty. 

Mr.  M.  said  he  wouki  state  his  reasons  briefly 
for  offering  the  resolution  to  rescind.  He  objected 
to  the  order  to  print,  because  it  was  an  order  to 
print  a  document  of  the  British  Parliament.  He 
did  not  knew  what  effect  might  be  produced  by  the 
dissemination  of  this  book— 4t  might  be  a  political 


one— but  he  thought  it  quite  enough  for  as  lu  priat 
the  official  documents  of  this  Government.  If  the 
work  was  of  such  vast  utility,  of  sHch  general  in- 
terest,  there  were  many  booksellers  in  this  coontry 
who  would  bt  glad  of  an  opportunity  to  pabliskh  it 
He  greatly  preferred  to  leave  this  maiienopTtvut 
enterprise.  He  ventured  the  opinion  ihai  if  thu 
book  was  printed  for  the  use  oi  the  Senate,  not 
one-fourth  of  the  members  will  open  the  leave^  of 
it-  He  was  opposed  to  the  duty  on  sa]i_every 
man  was  opposed  to  it.  He  thought  ilieie  was  do 
need  of  information  on  this  .<%abjrct.  But  suppose 
we  print  thirty  thousand  copies  of  this  doeumrot: 
they  become,  ipsofacto^  onr  property;  we  an  do 
what  we  please  with  them.  Suppose  when  we  go 
home,  each  of  us  would  tell  our  people,  we  t«i 
you  thirty  thousand  dollars  to  pay  for  printing  these 
books;  each  of  yon  must  pay  your  quota;  and 
when  printed,  we  take  them  10  0Hr:«lve.s,  aod  give 
them  to  whom  we  please.  The  question  resolm 
itself  into  this:  shall  the  people — the  whole  people 
—be  taxed  to  enable  us  to  distribute  books  among 
our  friends  and  acquaintance?.  He  thought  Ihe 
printing  was  a  useless  waste  of  the  public  money, 
and  hoped  the.  Clerk  would  be  directed  not  to  pro- 
ceed with  it  until  farther  ordered  by  (he  Senate. 

Mr.  BENTON  observed  that  this  motion  to  print 
the  papers  relative  to  the  salt  duties,  was  an  unfor- 
tunate one.  It  was  made  a  few  years  ago,  when 
the  high  tariff  party  was  predominant  on  that  floor. 
It  was  carried;  but  the  next  day  the  order  was  r^ 
scinded,  as  it  was  proposed  to  do  now.  He  did  not 
then  think  it  strange,  because  the  high  tariff  parly 
had  the  ascendancy.  The  Senator  from  Rhode 
Island,  who  was  then  in  his  place,  [Mr.  Robbins,] 
was  the  member  who  made  the  motion  to  rtsnnd. 
When  he  introduced  this  motion  a  few  days  ago, 
he  very  distinctly  stated  his  object,  and  called  ibe 
particular  attention  of  the  Senate  to  it;  and  so  far 
he  had  engaged  the  attention  of  the  membeisoftbe 
body,  that  all  vol^  with  a  full  knowledge  of  what 
the  document  was.  The  Senator  from  Ohio  wis 
not  present  when  the  motion  was  made,  bnt  he 
availed  himself  of  the  ^j*st  opportunity  to  show  bis 
objections  to  it.  His  objectious  were,  first,  becaose 
the  paper  to'bc  printed  was  a  foreign  paper.  Now 
the  very  first  thing  that  this  Government  ever  or- 
dered to  be  printed  was  a  parcel  of  foreign  papers, 
relative  to  the  fisheries  of  England,  Prance,  andHolf 
land;  and  he  believed  that  from  that  time  to  this, 
foreign  papers  had  been  printed  as  ofleo  as  a^ked 
for.  The  Senator  from  Ohio  feared  the  introduc- 
tion of  foreign  politics.  Novr  there  certainly  was 
no  politics,  either  foreicm  or  domestic;  so  that  ob- 
jection had  no  force.  The  Senator  also  objected  to 
the  printing  of  books.  Now  this  happened  to  be 
no  book  at  all.  It  was  a  document  that  he  had  two 
objects  in  wishing  to  print.  One  was  to  dissemi- 
nate among  the  people  information  valuable  ta 
them;  and  the  other  was  that  it  might  be  used  on 
that  floor  in  support  of  a  bill  to  abolish  the  salt  tai 
These  papers  were  deemed  so  valuable  by  the  Bri 
tish  Parliament,  that  they  ordered  them  to  be  priot- 
ed;  and  the  effect  of  this  publication  was,  that  the 
salt  tax,  whk^  had  stood  for  150  years,  fell,  though 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  stated  in  bis  plM 
that  the  Treasury  could  not  do  without  the  one  aw 
a  half  millions  which  the  salt  tax  produced.  M 
was  the  effect  of  spreading  before  the  coontiy  th 
valuable  information  contained  in  these  papff 
that  the  universal  consent  was  that  the  silt  tv 
must  go  on  something  else,  and  the  tax  on  tbattt 
dispensable  article  was  left  without  a  defendei 
The  information  collected  on  ihissubjecl^ga*** 
from  a  vast  number  of  individuals,  commeBciiil 
with  men  of  the  grcaiest « raineoce,  and  going  do« 
to  the  numble  individual  who  with  his  own  hm 
tended  his  cow  or  his  sheep,  exhibited  a  peift|| 
union  between  the  results  of  science  and  exptf 
ence,  and  conclusively  den>  nsirating  that  ih 
country  suffered  many  ten  tunes  over  by  the  tl 
beyond  the  amount  produced  by  it  to  the  Gef^ 
ment.  80  much  with  respect  to  the  publieattoii 
the  papers  and  the  exi^tence  of  the  &x.  Withv 
spect  to  the  effect  on  agriculture  and  all  its  iiHi 
rests,  (including  the  greatest  of  its  interests,  that< 
stock  raising,)  the  repeal  of  this  tax  had  donemoi 
to  improve  and  iucrea<^e  the  stock  in  England  thi 
any  thing  that  had  ever  been  done  for  that  gni 
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bnuicb  of  natioiial  wealih.    Every  bodj  knew  that 
the  stock  of  Bngland  was  m  the  highest  state  of 
peifeetioD,  mod  that  we  were  daily  importiiig  the 
iiMst  specimeDs  of  it.   It  was  in  vain,  Mr.  B.  ^aid, 
for  as  to  import  these  fine  specimens  without  aUu 
iaportiBg  ak>Dg  with  it  the  knowledge  neoessfty  to 
sastaia  it.    One  single  fact  shown  in  these  docn- 
■entswill  give  an  idea  of  their  importance.    For 
iBfliaBee,it  was  shown  that  ther«  wer<>  thirty  mil- 
jisas  of  sheep  in  the  kingdom,  and  that  to  each 
iheep  was  given  a  half  bushel  of  salt,  making  fif- 
leea  millions  of  bushels  given  to  the  sheep — given 
far  the  purpose  of  improving  its  health,  its  flesh, 
and  its  wool,  and  as  a  security  and  defence  against 
the  maay  diseaises  to  which  the  animal  was  liable. 
Hie  same  docament,  continued  Mr.  B.  went  on  lo 
show  die  quantity  of  salt  given  to  all  other  kinds  of 
stock,  both  milk  cattle  and  working  cattle,  as  well 
as  those  fattening  for  the  market,  together  with  the 
qoaaticy  used  in  preserving,  improving,  and  restor- 
iiigUie  various  kinds  of  food  with  which  slock  is 
sastained,  all  of  which  was  ascertained  by  actual 
experiment.      In   short,   take  the   whole  paper, 
aad    it    would     be     found     to     bt     one    of 
the     most     valuable     from     the     amount    of 
inlellect,  eombining  science  with  experemeat,  that 
was  comprised  in  it.    It  was  also  a  perfect  speci- 
men of  the  manner  of  condncting  accurate  i^vesti- 
ftfums  by  a  commiuee  of  a  legislative  body.    The 
eAet  of  publishing  these  papers  in  England,  as  he 
said  befcve,  was  to  abolish  the  salt  tax  there.    It 
wimld  do  the  same  thiog  here.  The  effect  had  been 
10  improve  the  stock  of  that  country  to  the  highest 
degree.  The  same  result  woukl  be  lelt  here.    Now 
as  to  the  effect  of  a  salt  tax,  who  was  so  ignorant 
as  to  judge  if  the  effect  of  such  a  tax  by  the  mere 
amount  levied?    He  who  would  so  jud^e  knew  no- 
thing of  political  economy.    The  effect  was  that 
die  aM6t  valuable  sun  made  salt,  which  cost  only 
four  cents  a  bushel,  and  brought  into  the  port  of 
New  Orleans  as  ballast,  was  taxed  double  as  mooh 
as  a  cost,  nearly  dOO  per  cent.  tax.    What  furthrr? 
Because  the  doty  miut  be  paid  in  cash  or  secured  by 
tends  given  by  American  citiaens  as  security,  the  im- 
fona  has  to  throw  the  salt  into  the  hands  of  the 
legmen  or  monopolizers  who  charge  the  consumer 
dicir  own  price.    The  whole  business  was  thrown 
into  the  bands  of  these  regr^ters,  who  advanced  the 
money*  topay  the  duty,  and  who  put  the  salt  which 
aciginallj  cost  four  cents  a  bushel,  up  to  fifty  cents. 
What  was  the  second  effect  1    It  was  to  stint  ibe 
eountiy  of  its  needful  supplies.    From  estimates 
made  some  years  ago,  it  appeared  that  the  impor- 
tations were  ten  millions  of  bushels,  while  there  are 
twenty  millions  of  sheep  in  the  country  ;  so  that  if 
our  sheep  received  the  same  supply    that   was 
given  to  the  English  sheep,  there  would  not  be  one 
bushel  for  the  use  of  man.     It  was  known  that  oor 
aMtnnfnctnrers  of  salt  would  suffer  several  of  ilkeir 
vetisto  lie  idle,  that  they  might  make  a  little,  and 
keep  up  the  price  to  t[)ree  and  four  times  as  much 
as  it  oi^t  to  be.    The  effect  of  this  monopoly  ha  i 
been  such  in  Missouri,  that  he  had  known  salt  to 
be  three  dollars  for  the  fifty  pounds  weight.    At 
Louisville,  as  he  came  along,  the  price  was  on  a 
daUai  and  fifty  cents  for  fifty  pounds  weight,  and 
lake  Boticey  said  Mr.  B.  that  that  fifty  pounds  can 
te  put  in  the  compass  of  a  bushel,  while  the  bu:ihel 
of  foreign  8on-made-«alt  is  eighty-fear  pounds. 

Mr.  B.  then  drew  a  comparison  between  the  pure 
salt,  made  by  solar  evaporation,  and  that  uken 
fnm  the  salt  springs,  and  evaporated  by  fire.  The 
fiist  pure  and  whiDlesome,  the  latter  containing 
potnseenl,  bitter,  and  poisonous  qualities,  which, 
ibe  results  of  the  experiments  made  by  the  ablest 
^hemistB  had  shown,  could  l>e  removed  from  the  salt 
ky  no  other  means  yet  discovered  than  by  solar 
evapotation.  The  English,  he  contended,  had  as- 
'by  their  experiments,  that  neither  beef, 
or  butter  could  be  preserved  by  salt  such  as 
at  our  manufactories. 
So  much  for  the  effect-  of  this  publication  in 


Row  as.to  the  cost  of  the  printing.  It  was  well 
j^own  that  the  expense  of  printing  a  deonment  was 
«a«Bed  altogether  by  the  first  copies  that  were  print- 
ed. The  additional  copies  were  nothing  more  than 
ftt  cost  of  the  mere  paper  and  lamp  black.  He 
Aad  understood  that  the  publication  of  this  docu* 


meat  would  not  cost  more  than  sixty  cents  a  vo- 
lume, and  this  expense  he  thought  trifling,  com- 
mensarate  with  the  immense  value  of  the  informa- 
tion that  would  be  conveyed  to  the  country. 

The  Senator  from  Ohio  said  that,  if  this  was  a 
valuable  work,  the  people  would  get  it  through  the 
means  of  private  enterprise;  and  almost  in  the  same 
breath  acknowledged  that  he  never  heard  of  it  be- 
fore. Now,  how  were  the  people  of  the  tJnited 
States  to  get  this  volume,  when  there  was  but  one 
copy  in  the  country,  and  that  was  in  the  library  of 
Congress?  The  only  way  for  them  to  get  it,  was 
for  it  to  be  printed  and  circulated  by  order  of  one  of 
the  Houses  of  Ck)ngress. 

One  of  the  objects  which  induced  him  to  move 
the  printing  of  thc^^e  documents  was,  that  they 
might  be  used  in  support  of  the  bill  for  the  abolition 
of  the  salt  tax.  Now,  said  Mr.  B.  refuse  to  print 
them,  and  there  was  no  esiimating  the  cost  that 
would  be  incurred  by  the  speeches  that  would  be 
made  against  abolishing  that  duty.  But,  said  Mr. 
B.  print  them,  and  they  will. throw  such  a  light  on 
the  subject,  that  no  man  will  venture  to  open  his 
mouth  in  support  of  this  odious  tax. 

After  some  further  remarks  from  Mr.  B. 

Mr.  KNIQHT  made  a  few  observations  in  sup- 
port of  the  motion,  but  in  too  low  a  tone  to  be 
heard. 

Mr.  BENTON,  in  reply,  said  that  it  was  not  the 
amount  of  the  tax,  but  the  tax  itself,  which  puts 
the  article  in  the  hands  of  the  regrater.  The  boan- 
ties  and  allowances  to  the  fisheries,  in  considera- 
tion of  the  salt  tax,  were  alone  |250,000,  so  that 
the  outgoing  from  the  Treasury  at  this  moment, 
originating  from  this  tax  and  dependant  upon  it, 
was  nearly  as  much  as  the  tax  itself.  He  hoped 
there  was  no  gentleman  who  would  wish  to  keep 
up  this  tax  on  the  people  of  the  South  and  West, 
because  it  put  money  in  the  pockets  ot  the  people 
of  the  Northeast;  for,  strange  as  it  might  appear 
that  any  tax  should  be  a  money-making  business, 
he  would  undertake  to  make  it  plain  that  this  tax 
was  so  lo  some  of  the  people  of  this  Union,  and 
that  there  was  not,  at  this  moment,  so  unjustifiable 
a  tax  in  Europe  or  Asia  as  this  salt  tax. 

Mr.  MORRIS  said  that  the  honorable  Senator 
from  Missouri  [Mr.  Benton]  had  not  convibced 
him  either  of  the  necessity  or  propriety  of  printing 
Miis  document.  It  is  very  apparent  that  the  Sena- 
tor is  already  possessed  of  all  the  information  ne- 
cessary to  show  the  propriety  of  repealing  the  duty 
on  salt,  and  why  not  bring  in  a  bill  to  repeal  it  at 
oncel  He  was  prepared  at  once  to  repeal  the  duty 
on  salt;  and  not  on  salt  alone,  but  on  coal,  on 
breadstuffs,  on  sugar,  and  on  coarse  woollens:  to 
take  the  burden  of  supporting  your  Government 
off  of  the  necessaries,  and  to  impose  it  upon  the 
luxuries  of  life.  We  make  a  parade  of  relieving 
our  constituents  from  the  duty  on  salt,  and  at  the 
same  time  impose  on  them  a  duty  to  prmt  foreign 
books.  He  referred  to  another  document  that  was 
printed  a  few  years  age,  of  which  a  vast  number 
was  circulated  to  enlighten' the  people  of  this  coun- 
try on  the  abuses  of  one  of  the  Departments  of  this 
Government— he  meant  the  report  of  the  Commit- 
tee on  the  Post  Ofliee.  In  one  section  of  the  coun- 
try the  leaves  of  this  document  Mere  used  for  wad- 
ding for  the  cannon  employed  in  celebrating  a 
Democratic  victory.  In  his  neighborhood  they 
were  used  in  wrapping  up  tea,  coffee,  sugar,  and 
other  groceries.  Thi^  was  the  proper  mode,  they 
said,  to  cirouiale  such  a  document. 

We  make  many  professions  of  economy,  and 
talk  much  about  the  necessity  of  retrenchment ! 
Why,  sir,  when  I  look  around  me  and  see 
the  goigeous  drapery  over  your  head,  the 
extravagant  covering  on  your  floor,  the  im* 
mense  expenditure  on  the  area  enclosed  by 
your  iron  railing,  I  ask  myself  who  pays  for  all 
thisi  Why,  sir,  the  people.  We  arc  here,  sir,  in 
the  service  of  the  people;  and  to  convince  them 
that  we  are  doing  something  for  them,  every  now 
and  then  we  send  them  a  docament  which  is  print- 
ed at  their  own  expense.  Sir,  I  am  one  who  d^s 
not  believe  in  the  constitutionality  of  protecting  du- 
ties, aad  one  who  thinks  that  the  expenses  of  the 
Government  should  be  raised  from  luxuries,  and  I 
ask  the  Senator  to  bring  in  his  bill  for  the  repeal 
of  the  salt  duty,  aad  it  shall  have  my  support.    Is 


he  afrafd  of  what  is  termed  the  compromise  act?  I 
acknowledge  the  power  of  no  law  to  restrict  our 
acting  for  what  we  deem  the  public  weal.  Are  the 
•rights  of  the  peopls  compromised?  Are  my  rights 
compromiFed?  No,  sir:  I  come  here  a  free  and  in- 
dependent Senator,  prepared  to  pnfm  any  law,  if  I 
can  carry  a  majority  with  me,  that  I  may  deen: 
necessary  for  the  public  good. 

Mr.  CLAY  of  Alabama  observed  that  as  he  was 
called  on  to  vote  on  this  question,  he  should  give 
briefly  the  reasons  which  would  govern  his  vote. 
He  confeffied  he  had  heard  with  some  surprise  the 
remarks  of  the  Senator  from  Ohio,  as  he  had  recol- 
lected the  manner  in  whksh  the  resolution  was  in- 
traduced,  aad  especially  the  manner  in  which  the 
Senator  from  Missouri  called  the  attention  of  the 
Senate  to  it,  and  stated  the  objecu  be  had  in  view. 
The  Senator  from  Ohio,  it  was  true,  was  not  in  the 
Senate  at  the  time,  and  therefore  did  not  hear  the 
remarks  which  accompanied  the  motion.  For  his 
part,  hf  was  disposed  to  have  all  the  light  on  the 
subject  that  could  be  obtained,  the  more  so  as  he 
resided  in  a  part  of  the  country  where  the  oppres- 
sions of  the  salt  tax  was  felt  in  a  higher  degree  than 
any  oilier.  He  had  long  been  of  Uie  opinion  that 
it  was  just  as  reasonable  to  tax  the  light  of  heaven, 
as  to  tax  salt;  and  being  in  favor  of  an  entire 
repeal  of  the  dnty  as  he  ever  h^d  been,  he  was 
anxiotts  to  disseminata  as  widely  as  possible  such 
information  as  would  bring  about  a  universal  sen- 
timent throughout  the  country  in  favor  of  that  mea- 
sure. With  regard  to  the  qutetion  as  to  the  power 
of  the  Senate  to  order  the  printing  of  documents 
necessary  to  elucidate  the  subjects  on  which  they 
were  about  to  legislate,  was  too  clear  to  be  dispu- 
ted. Did  any  Senator  doubt  the  power  of  the 
body  to  print  documents  which  were  to  be  the  ba- 
sis of  legislative  action  ?  Surely  there  was  no 
doubt  as  to  the  power.  He  did  not  undertake  to 
say  that  they  had  the  right  to  prim  books  for  the 
individual  use  of  the  members.  Indeed  he  had 
never  given  a  vote  for  printing  any  such  books; 
but  here  the  case  was  different  It  was  proposed 
to  print  a  document  calculated  to  throw  light  on  a 
very  important  subject,  and  necessary  not  only  for 
their  own  information,  when  legislating  with  re- 
gard to  it,  but  highly  necessary  for  the  information 
of  the  people  at  large.  Then  as  to  the  question  of 
expediency  He  apprehended  that  the  people 
did  want  light  on  the  subject  of  this  salt  tax.  He 
apprehrndM  that  but  few  of  his  intelligent  consti- 
tuents were  aware  of  the  extent  to  which  they  were 
oppressed  by  the  tax  they  were  paying  for  the  u$e 
of  this  indispensable  article  of  subsistence,  or  of 
the  extent  to  which  the  monopoly  of  it  was  carried. 
In  the  first  place,  the  works  from  whence  the  do- 
mestic salt  came,  with  which  his  part  of  the  coun- 
try was  supplied,  were  monopolized — were  in  the 
hands  of  a  single  man,  who  worked  but  one  of  his 
many  wells  in  order  to  keep  up  the  price.  This 
was  not  unusual;  for  he  had  heard  of  instances 
where  the  proprietors  of  these  wells  were  paid  by 
the  salt  speculators  to  keep  their  wells  idle  to  pre- 
vent a  suflicient  quantity  from  being  made  to  bring 
dewn  the  price. 

[Mr.  Bbnton  here  said  that  it  had  been  proved 
in  a  document  laid  before  the  Senate,  that  salt 
made  at  Holstein  was  suld  as  cheap  below  the 
Muscle  Shoals,  after  all  the  expense  of  transporta- 
tion, as  at  the  place  where  it  was  made.] 

Mr.  CLAY  continued.  Yes  sir,  and  it  is  the  cus- 
tom to  sell  on  higher  terms  at  the  manufactory 
than  at  a  distance,  where  their  salt  meets  the  foreign 
salt.  Then,  said  Mr.  C.  at  what  rate  do  we  buy 
our  sail?  Ordinarily  at  (1  50  for  a  bushel  of  fifty 
pounds  weight.  And  what  was  the  cost  of  manu- 
facturing the  article?  We  have  it  from  the  highest 
authority,  said  Mr.  C.  one  of  *ihe  individuals  who 
mandfactu'res  salt,  that  it  can  he-manufactured  at  a 
cost  not  exceeding  twelve  cents  per  bushel.  Then 
what  was  the  cost  of  transporting  it  to  Holston? 
Why,  comparatively  nothing. 

Mr.  C.  then  made  an  estimate  of  the  qnantity 
consumed  in  his  section  of  the  country,  and  the 
amount  of  the  tax;  which,  in  ofie  single  county,  was 
more  than  the  cost  of  printing  these  documental? 
Should  he  then'  hesitate  about  incurring  this  small 
expense — smalt  in  comparison  with  the  enormous 
amount  of  the  tax — when  the  object  was  to  disse- 
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minaic  ^a^  h  information  as  would  aid  in  the  remo- 
val ofit.  For  one  he  shoald  vote  against  rescind- 
iog  iheresolation. 

one  of  the  individuals  whose  evidence  was  laid 
before  the  Senate  some  years  ago,  said  that  the 
average  cost  of  production  of  the  article  was  not 
more  than  six  and  a  quarter  cents  per  bushel;  and 
yet,  said  Mr.  C.  we  are  to  be  taxed  this  enormous 
amount  for  the  benefit  of  speculators  and  monopo- 
lizers, who  always  take  advantage  of  the  existing 
state  of  things,  and  in  some  parts  ef  the  country 
have  extorted  as  much  as  three  and  four  dollars  a 
bushel.  Indeed,  he  had  heard  of  one  instance 
when  eight  dollars  per  bushel  was  extorted,  it  being 
at  that  particular  season  of  the  year  when  the  peo^ 
pie  were  putting  up  their  year's  provisions.  Mr. 
C.  after  speaking  of  the  combinations  between  the 
proprietors  of  the  wells  and  those.who  sell  the  salt, 
asked  what  sort  of  protection  was  needed  by  the 
manufacturers?  Were  they  not,  he  asked,  suffi- 
ciently protected  by  the  cost  of  transporution  from 
the  seaboard  across  the  iqountainsi  It  would  be  a 
day  of  gratulation,  he  said,  to  the  whole  country-, 
when  this  odious  tax  should  be  abolished,  and  he 
was  so  anxious  to  see  it  done,  that  he  would  not 
h«sitate  at  the  trifling  cost  of  printing  the  papers 
which  he  thought  would  aid  in  accomplishing  that 
U&sirable  object.  The  cost  of  the  whole  publica- 
tion would  not  amount  to  the  cost  of  the  salt  tax 
in  one  single  county  in  his  State. 

Mr.  PRESTON  said  that  the  aigument  of  the  Se- 
nator from  Alabama  [Mr.  Clat]  amounted  to  this: 
the  salt  tax  is  a  bad  one;  and  therefore,  Mr.  Blair 
must  have  i  job  of  eighteen  or  twenty  thousand 
dollar;5.  Now,  sir,  I  am  as  much  opposed  to  this 
tax  as  the  honorable  Senator  is;  and  when  the  pro- 
per moment  arrives,  I  will  show  it;  but  I  cannot  see 
the  necessity  of  throwing  this  job  into  the  hands  of 
the  Government  printer.  What  is  the  excuse  for 
ordering  the  printing  of  this  document?  To  en- 
]i,':-.uen  the  public  mind!  Then  why  not  print 
woiks  in  every  department  of  political  economy  to 
enlighten  the  people?  Why  not,  instead  of  giving 
the  public  printer  this  paltry  job  of  $30^00,  give 
him  a  job  of  half  a  million  at  once,  to  put  him  be- 
yond the  reach  of  contingencies?  He  knew,  from 
pergonal  experience,  how  apt  we  are,  when  giving 
the  public  printer  a  job,  to  imagine  a  necessity  for 
doing  so.  He  himself  had  to  place  a  check  of  prin- 
ciple on  his  tendencies  in  this  matter.  If  we  under- 
take 10  enlighten  the  public  mind,  the  true  way 
would  be  to  enlighten  the  people  on  all  subjects  of 
free  trade.  He  knew  how  easy  it  was  to  be  econo- 
mical in  the  abstract;  to  make  professions  of  re- 
trenchment of  expenditure  in  the  general;  but  when 
it  came  to  particulars,  when  it  encroached  upon 
some  darling  interest  of  our  own,  how  easy  it  was 
melted.  It  would  give  way  at  once  to  a  two  per 
cent.;  it  would  give  way  to  a  question  of  printing. 
Wi*h  the  strong  feeling  he  had  to  protect  the  Go- 
vernment from  extravagance,  he  felt  bound  to  op- 
pose the  printing,  and  would  vote  in  favor  of  re- 
Fcindiog  the  order. 

Mr.  CLAY  of  Alabama  said  that  he  really 
was  not  aware  when  he  spoke  that  he  was 
expressing  ^entimen's  calculated  lo  excite  the 
Senator  I'unu  South  Carolina  [Mr.  PaxsroN] 
to  a  degree  of  warmth  so  unusual,  and  to 
a  coarse  of  remarks  not  altogether  warranted  by 
the  rules  of  deliberative  bodies.  The  gentleman 
sat  out  with  saying  that  he  [Mr.  C]  assumed  that 
the  salt  tax  was  a  bad  one;  and  that,  therefore,  they 
must  pay  Mr.  Blair  sixteen  or  eighteen  thousand 
dollars.  Was  it  possible  that  the  Senator  wished 
to  impute  to  him  the  desire  to  print  documents 
merely  for  the  purpose  of  giving  money  to  the 
printer  of  that  body. 

Mr.  PRESTON  disclaimed  any  such  idea,  and 
said  that  what  he  meant  to  convey  was,  that  it  was 
a  iogjcal  deduction  from  the  position  assumed  by 
the  gentleman  from  Alabama. 

Mr.  CLAY  of  Ala.  continued.  Ht  had  assumed 
no  such  position.  He  took  a  practical  view  of  the 
subject,  and  supported  the  printing  oi  the  docu- 
ments on  the  ground  that  their  publication'  would 
disseminate  information  valuable  to  the  country, 
and  eminently  useful  to  the  body  as  a  basis  for  le- 
gislative action.  We  have  been  assured,  ^^aid  Mr. 
C.  by  the  Senator  from  Missonri,  that  his  intention 


is  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  abolish  the  salt  tax.  Was  u, 
then,  extraordinary  that  he  and  others  who  concur- 
red in  opinion  with  him  that  policy  as  well  as  jus- 
tice required  the  suppression  of  this  grievance, 
should  desire  the  publication  of  information  that 
would  be  valuable  to  themselves  as  well  as  to  their 
constituents?  The  gentleman  asked  why  not  pub- 
lish documents  in  relation  to  the  tax  on  coal  and 
sugar.  The  answer  readily  was,  that  it  ^ould  be 
time  enough  to  do  so  when  they  should  see  the 
practical  utility  of  such  publication,  and  thfit  when 
there  was  a  design  on  foot  to  abolish  these  taxes, 
it  would  be  time  enough  to  publish  documents  con- 
nected with  those  subjects,  provided  there  were 
any  of  sufficient  importance.  How  long  was  it 
since  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina  entertained 
these  ideas  with  regard  to  economy  in  printing?  If 
he  was  not  much  mistaken  the  Senator  was  here 
when  the  celebrated  and  voluminous  post  office  do> 
cument  was  printed.  Did  not  the  gentleman 
vote  for  that  printing,  which  cost  three 
or  four  times  as  much  as  the  printing 
of  the  documents  now  in  question  would 
cost.  By  what  process  of  reasqning  did  be 
come  to  the  conclusion,  that  that  voluminous  re- 
port never  read  by  one  man  in  a  thousand,  could 
be  printed  with  a  view  to  economy,  while  it  would 
be  extravagance  to  print  this?  He,  Mr.  C.  was 
willing  to  have  his  views  as  to  economy  tested  by 
his  votes  here,  and  he  should  not  fear  the  judgment 
of  the  country,  or  a  comparison  with  the  Senator 
from  South  Carolina.  When  the  proper  time  came 
for  testing  his  principles  on  this  subject,  he  would 
not  hesitate  to  act  as  he  had  always  professed  that 
he  would,  and  he  trusted  that  he  should  have  the 
co-operation  of  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina 
in  accordance  with  the  pledges  just  given  by  htm. 

The  gentleman  asked  whether  the  tax  of  six 
cents  a  bushel  had  imposed  on  the  people  of  Alaba- 
ma the  enormous  extartton  of  dght  dollars  per 
bushel  for  salt.  Sir,  said  Mr.  C.  I  had  reference 
to  what  took  place  many  years  ago,  when  I  spoke 
of  as  high  a  price  as  eight  dollars  a  bushel — ^twenty 
years  and  upwards,  when  the  tax  was  mueh  higher 
than  now.  But,  said  Mr.  C.  put  it  in  the  power  of 
individuals  to  monopolize  the  article,  and  extort 
from  the  consumers  the  price  they  want, .  aad 
what  is  the  consequence?  Why,  a  few  years 
ago,  three  or  four  dollars  per  bushel  was  ex- 
torted from  the  people  of  the  town  where  he 
resided.  He  was  aware  that  the  tax  had  been  re- 
duced, but  it  was  his  object,  as  it  f4iould  be  that  of 
the  people  of  this  country,  to  abolish  it  entirely. 

Mr.  C.  after  some  further  remarks,  said  that  the 
only  question  with  him  was  whether  this  informa- 
tion was  necessary  for  the  legislation  of  the  Senate 
and  for  the  inie rests  of  the  people.  If  such  was  the 
fact,  he  would  always  give  it  to  the  public,  whether 
it  was  oonuined  in  this  or  in  any  other  document. 
He  was  not  aware  of  the  co^tt  of  the  publication, 
but  from  what  had  been  stated  in  the  course  of  the 
debate,  it  would  be^ery  ineonsideiable  in  compa- 
rison with  the  amount  of  the  salt  tax  paid  in  one 
of  the  counties  of  Alabama. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  said  he  was  not  present  when 
the  order  to  print  this  document  was  adopted;  and, 
>  therefore,  did  not  hear  the  remarks  of  the  Senator 
upon  the  occasion  of  introducing  it.  He  now  un- 
derstood the  printing  was  to  be  followed  by  a  bill 
for  the  repea  of  the  duty  on  salt  As  a  prelimi- 
nary, it  is  necessary  to  inquire,  ought  the  salt  duty 
to  be  now  repealed?  He  thought  there  was  not  a 
Senator  within  the  sound  of  his  voice  who  would 
say  it  should  be.  The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
has  tdld  us  there  is  a  necessity  for  the  most  rigid 
economy,  and  he  told  us  truly;  for,  with  all  our 
resources,  it  would  be  difficult  work  to  get  through 
the  next  three  years.  If  the  duty  on  salt  was  not 
to  bu  jrpealed^  at  present,  but  to  come  up  ia  the 
general  ({uestion  in  1649,  where  was  the  necessity 
of  printio-:?  this  document  so  for  in  advance,  when 
it  wouU  be  lost  and  forgotten  before  the  subject 
came  up  for  consideration?  The  duty  on  salt  was 
going  off  gradually,  and  as  rapidly  as  the  duty  on 
other  articles;  and  every  person  conversant  with 
the  subject  knows  that  duties  should  be  taken  off, 
as  well  as  laid  on,  gradually.  This  was  neeesiary 
on  account  tof  our  niercantile  and  maniifkcttfring 
establishments.   Idr.  C.  regretted  that  the  motion 


to  resdad  had  been  offered.  He  would  prefer 
that  some  gentleman  present  when  (he  motion  was 
adopted  should  move  a  reconsideration,  and  that 
the  silibject  might  be  referred  to  the  Commitiee  oa 
Finance,  that  they  might  report  on  it  with  refer- 
enOt  to  a  general  system.  He  was  utterly  opposed 
to  taking  up  such  great  questions,  one  by  one- 
piecemeal.  He  thought  they  should  be  taken  op 
and  acted  on  as  one  entire  system.  He  felt  that 
they  were  all  questions  of  the  higbtot  magDitode 
to  the  whole  Union,  but  especially  to  the  Soathen 
section  of  it.  He  was  averse  to  any  course  of  poU< 
cy  by  which  the  South  would  lose  the  advantai^ef 
received  by  the  compromise.  He  was  of  opinion 
that  some  general  and  permanent  sy.stem  sbaQld  be 
adqpted,  but  ihat  the  present  was  too  early- to  iqore 
in  the  tiratter.  He  thought  that  the  Adrointsiration 
or  Its  friends  in  that  body,  at  the  next  session, 
should  take  the  lead  in  this  matter ;  if  they  did 
not,  he  himself  would  be  prepared  with  a  propoiii- 
tion  on  the  subject,  but  he  would  cheerfsliy  lend 
his  assistance  to  any  proposition  'which  he  shoold 
deem  right  or  nearly  right. 

He  hoped  that  the  Senator  near  him  [Mr.  Mor- 
ris] would  adopt  his  suggestion,  and  that  some8^ 
nstor  who  was  present  at  the  adoption  of  he  order 
would  move  a  reconsideration  that  the  whole  snb-. 
ject  should  be  sent  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  DAVIS  observed  that  he  should  vote  for  the 
motion  to  rescind,  and  for  a  very  obvious  reason. 
He  had  no  objection  to  gentlemen's  having  light, 
but  he  was  not  for  purchasing  it  at  so  dear  a  rate. 
He  understood  the  mover  of  this  proposition  to 
state  that  the  printing  of  these  documents  woold 
cost  eighteen  or  twenty  thousand -dollars.  Thatvas 
a  large  sum  of  money  to  appropriate  to  snch  aa 
object.  It  ought  to  be  very  valuable  to  cost  lo 
much  money.  He  was  not  present  when  the  Se- 
nator from  Missouri  brought  forward  his  proposi- 
tion, and,  therefore,  had  net  the  satislkction  of 
hearing  him  the  other  day.  It  was  not  ontil  ibe 
Senator  from  South  Carolina  addressed  the  Senate 
that  he  knew  what  was  the  immediate  object  in 
view.  He  understood  now  that  the  Senator  from 
Missouri  had  intimated  the  intention  of  following 
up  the  publication  of  the  documents  with  a  bill  to 
repeal  the  duty  on  salt,  and  the*  fishing  boontiw 
dependant  upon  it.  Nbw,  when  the  Senator 
from  South  Carolina  [Mr.  Calhoun]  ?aid  that 
this  involves  considerations  of  profound  intewst 
to  the  country,  he  was  entirely  right.  These  fish- 
ing counties  were  coeval  with  the  existence  of  the 
Oovernmen,  and  were  founded  on  the  soundtst 
principles  of  national  policy,  and  when  the  occa- 
sion served  he  would  be  found  ready  to  vindiate 
them.  When  the  question  of  repealing  the  duly 
on  salt  came  up,  he  for  one  was  ready  to  meet  it 
openly;  and  whenever  that  matter  should  be  deli- 
berately examined  into  and  the  facts  comprehended, 
the  result  would  be  entirely  different  from  what  had 
been  anticipated  in  to-day's  description.  What  W 
them  to  believe?  why  that  the  high  price  of  silt  m- 
the  western  country  was  owin^  to  the  duty,  thong 
it  was  purchased  abroad  at  a  nominal  price.  1w 
low  price  was  true  with  regard  to  s<imc  inferior 
kinds  of  salt  only.  The  Senator  from  AIa^amA 
spoke  of  the  price  of  salt  being  #1,50  in  bis  coaiij- 
try,  and  of  the  numerous  oppressions  pradrt* 
therein  forestalling  the  article.  Now  were iwy 
to  understand  that  the  duty  was  the  cause  oftu 
this?  Mr.  D.  then  went  into  an  argument  to  shoir 
that  the  duty  was  not  the  cause  of  the  high  pno» 
He  understood  the  Senator  from  Alabama  to  fflj 
that  no  foreign  salt  reachf  d  hi> country.  How  then 
could  the  duty  cause  thft  high  prices? 

Mr.  CLAY  of  Ahfu-ma  .said  that  where  oj 
steamboat  navigation  extended,  foreign  salt  w» 
carried.  It  was  brought  to  the  foot  of  the  Muscle 
shoals  in  considerable  quantities;  but  it  was  b« 
much  carried  beyond  that.  1  f -^  '^id  not  ascribe  tM 
high  prices  to  the  a  mount  of  1 1  e  d  u  ly.  He  spoK  a 
the  duty  as  being  a  principal  cause  of  enabling  m^ 
viduals  to  monnpoiize  the  comestic  article. 

Mr.  DAVIS  cnntinned.  He  was  happy  to  bar 
that  the  Senator  from  Alabama  did  not  atiribuicw 
high  prices  to  the  duly.  He  thought  if  the  canfl«" 
of  the  urentleman  had  suffered  him  to  go  a  \m 
further,  he  would  have  stated  that  the  dtiiy  hw 
nothing  "at  all  to  do  with  these  prices. 
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Mr.  CL4Y  of  Alabama  said  that,  sorely  the  Se- 
latDT  most  misonderstand  htm.  He  did  nor  say 
to  (hf  doty  caused  the  high  priees,  bat  that  the 
doty,  operaiiDg  with  other  caoses,  had  produeed 
the  effects  he  spoke  of. 

After  M me  foither  reoiarks  from  Mr.  DAVIS, 
eoftteoding  that  the  doty  bad  nothing  to  do  With 
the  high  prices  of  salt  in  the  Western  country, 

Mr.  BENTON  said  that  some  obserrations 
which  had  fallen  from  the  Senators  from  South 
Carolina  and  Massachusetts  would  require  a  brief 
aaswer  on  his  parL  Fir?t,  as  to  the  condition  of 
tbe  Treasury,  and  how  far  it  could  dispense  with 
ths  tax.  lliat  was  a  matter  of  indifference.  Sop- 
posiiig  the  importation  to  be  about  fi^e  millions  of 
bosfaeis,  tbe  laj  at  six  ceotH  would  produce  9ome- 
ihia^  like  $300,000.  Now  he  did  not  exactly  klkow 
what  the  &iing  bounties  were,  but  when  he  looked 
at  th^ffl  last  they  were  wmething  like  half  a  mil- 
lioi,  and  ihen  increasing.  Now  as  these  fishing 
booaties  and  the  tax  most  stand  or  fall  togettier, 
there  woold  be  no  great  difference  to  the  Treasury 
ia  the  repeal.  As  to  the  effect  of  suddenly  taking 
off  a  doty  of  six  cents  a  bushel,  why  that  wai  done 
a  few  years  ago  without  any  inconvenience  beiog 
fell.  The  gentleman  said  there  was  no  difference 
a-  to  the  price  in  con-equence  of  the  diminution 
of  doty  Uiat  hail  already  taken  place.  That  was 
way  irae.  There  would  be  no  difference  as  to  the 
wjkt  wheiher  the  tax  was  one  cent  or  six  cents. 
To  bring  the  price  down,  (he  article  must  be  kept 
6Qt  of  ihe  hands  ot  the  regraters,  and  this  could 
Botbe  done  so  long  as  there  was  a  duty  of  one 
etDi.  With  respect  to  ihe  effect  of  taking  off  the 
tax  by  a  single  operation,  that  had  been  tried  in 
EogUnd  when  the  price  had  risen  to  sixpence  sterl- 
iog.  One-half  was  struck  off  at  six  months,  and 
ibe  otbf  r  half  at  the  end  of  six  months  theteaAer, 
ud  the  effect  had  been  most  beneficial-  Tbe  Sena- 
iw  from  Massachusetts  spoke  of  the  cheap  salt  as 
ttet  of  an  inferior  quality.  Now  exactly  (be  coa- 
tnry  was  the  fact.  It  was  the  pure  son  made  salt^ 
hiDQgbt  from  the  Mediterrauean,  that  was  so 
cbeap,  and  that  which  came  from  England  was  the 
poisonoos  bitter  staff  that  they  found  not  good 
aca«h  for  home  consumption,  and  so  axported 
it  All  this  would  be  learned  from  these 
^ocoments  if  they  ever  saw  the  light  We 
had  a  salt  tax,  said  Mr.  B.  of  about  twenty 
cents  a  bushel  in  1797-98,  when  we  had  a 
Federal  A.dminlstraiicn,  a  standing  army,  and  the 
alieB  and  sedition  law;  but  when  Mr. '  Jefferson 
came  into  office,  he  recommended  that  the  salt  tax 
ihoold  be  '^suppreued^^^  using  the  term  that  is  ap- 
plied to  vice.  Mr.  B.  then  read  the  law  repealing 
that  tax,  which  he  said  he  should  make  the  model 
of  the  tilt  he  was  about  to  introduce.  When  this 
lax  was  put  on  again,  it  was  put  on  as  a  war  tax, 
and  he  well  remembered  the  saying  of  the  renera- 
ble  Nathaniel  Macon,  which  was  characteristic  of 
the  man,  that  though  it  went  on  as  a  war  tax,  it 
would  be  hard  to  get  it  off  as  a  peace  tax.  Mr.  tS. 
said  be  yroposed  to  offer  ior  the  consideration  of 
Ihe  Sfciatf,  a  bill  which  would  be  a  copy  of  the 
oae  JQSt  read;  and  here,  said  he,  we  can  put  one 
finger  on  the  hinge  on  which  the  whole  question 
tiBH'^.  It  was  tbe  fishing  bounties  on  which  the 
tail  doty  rested,  and  which  had  kept  it  in  existence 
to  this  day.  He  now  gave  notice  to  the  Senator 
from  Massacbasetti,  £Mr.  Davis,]  that  he  would 
bring  op  this  question,  and  then  enable  the  gen- 
ilcauo  to  maintain  the  position  he  had  taken 
by  him  this  day,  and  he  might  prepare  himself  for 
an  aaswer.  Before  a  man  can  get  this  fishing 
bounty  from  the  Treasury,  he  must  take  an  oaih 
Ihat  he  has  paid  an  equivalent  on  the  salt  duty,  and 
it  was  because  these  fishing  bounties  would  have 
aoihiog  upon  earth  to  stand  on,  after  the  duty  is 
icpealed,  that  such  great  opposition  is  made  to  so 
jastand  necessary  a  measure.  Yet,  sir,  [said  Mr. 
&.]  while  the  South  and  West  is  not  only  taxed,  - 
Wu  the  whole  business  is  thrown  into  the  hands  of 
ike  regraters  to  extort  what  they  pleased,  and 
tfint  the  country,  Uie  people  of  the  Nurtheast 
Bake  money  out  of  it.  Mn  B.  here  made  various 
frtrments  to  prove  that  the  country  was  stinted 
ii  Ihe  article  af  ^It,  ahd  referred  to  the  fact,  that 
Ae  pork  market  at  'Ciaeinnati  opened  at  (6  SO, 
fad  fell  to  fl  50  in  oonsequeaee  of  the  want  of 


salt  to  core  it,  and  this,  too,  while  pork  at  New 
Orleans  was  selling  at  |97. 

Mr.  MORRIS  said  that  in  accordance  with  the 
suggestion,  he  was  willing  to  withdraw  the  motion 
to  rescind,  with  a  view  to  the  order  being  recon- 
sidered, and  the  sabject  referred  to  the  appropriate 
committee.  He  would  remark  that  he  thought  the 
Senator  from  Missouri  was  mistaken  in  the  cause 
to  which  he  attributed  the  depression  of  the  price 
of  pork  in  the  Cincinnati  market.  He  had  never 
heard  in  that  section  of  the  country  that  the  tax  on 
salt  was  considered  onerous. 

The  prica  ot  pork  had  fallen,  not  ia  consequence 
of  the  salt  tax,  but  principally  on  account  of  the 
exertions  of  the  friends  of  a  s6und  currency,  among 
whom  the  Senator  from  Missouri  bore  so  conspicu- 
ous a  part.  It  was  the  substitution  of  a  souncl  and 
healthy  currency,  in  place  of  the  expanded  paper 
system,  whiah  had  led  to  the  fall  of  prices.  The 
farmers  do  not  like  paper,  and  they  are  now  getting 
something  like  money  for  their  produce.  This  was 
the  reason,  and  for  the  efforts  of  the  Senator,  on 
that  occasion,  and  his  agency  in  bringing  about 
this  state  of  things,  he  has  my  most  hearty  thanks. 
He  concluded  by  saying  he  would  withdraw  the 
motion  to  rescind,  if  he  had  the  unanimous  consent 
of  the  Senate  to  do  so. 

Mr.  CLAY  of  Kentucky  objected;  and  as  the 
motion  could  not  be  withdrawn  but  by  unanimous 
consent,  the  question  on  it  was  taken  and  decided 
in  the  affirmative — ^yeas  23,  nays  15. 

After  the  consideration  of  Executive  business, 
the  Senate  adjourned  until  Wednesday. 


TU  THE  REPORTERS  FOR  THE  GLOBE. 

QcNTLCMCii:  Statistical  statements,  made  in  de-. 
bate,  are  difficult  to  be  reported  with  accuracy,  and, 
therefore,  it  was  easy  for  several  errors  to  creep 
into  your  report  of  my  remarks  on  the  salt  duties  a 
few  days  ago.  I  here  correct  some  of  them  as 
being  material  to  the  sense  of  what  I  said,  and  to 
avoid  giving  erroneous  information. 

1.  As  to  the  quantity  of  salt  imported  into  the 
United  States:  the  report  represents  me  as  saying 
ten  millions  of  bushels,  when  it  should  be  five  to 
six  millions,  and  about  the  same  quantity  made  at 
home,  so  that  the  whole  supply  of  the  Union  was 
ten  or  eleven  millions  of  bushels;  the  whole  of 
which  would  be  needed  for  oor  twenty  millions  of 
sheep,  if  salted  as  the  English  sheep  are. 

3.  As  to  the  prices  to  which  salt  had  risen,  on 
some  occasions,  in  Missouri:  the  report  says  |3  for 
fifty  poonds  weight,  which  fifty  pounds '  weigh  t 
might  be  put  into  a  half  bushel  measure.  Tiiis  is 
correct,  but  it  required  circumstantialit>  as  to  time 
and  place,  to  wit:  that  it  occurred  in  November  last, 
and  about  150  miles  above  St.  Louis. 

3.  As  to  the  price  of  salt  in  Louisville  as  T  came 
on  to  Congress  this  fall:  the  report  ascribes  me 
(1  50  as  the  price;  it  should  be  one  dollar,  with  the 
qualification  of  being  easily  put  into  a  half  btishel 
measure. 

4.  'Hie  report  speaks  of  the  putrescent,  bitter 
and  poisonous  ingredients  which  remain  more  or 
less  in  all  salt  made  by  the  boiling  process  in  con- 
tradistinction to  the  natural  ciystalizing  process 
under  solar  evaporation;  this  is  all  right,  only 
kiUer,  should  be  bittern, 

5.  As  to  the  amount  of  the  fishing  bounties  and 
allowances:  the  reports  ascribes  to  mc  the  sum  of 
half  a  million  per  annum  as  theirprobable  amount; 
it  should  be  a  quarter  of  a  million. 

6.  As  to  the  duty  on'  salt  in  England,  when  it 
was  abolished  by  Parliament:  the  report  says  six- 
pence a  bushel;  it  should  be  thirteen  shillings  and 
tiix  pence. 

7.  As  to  the  price  of  mess  pork  in  New  Orleans, 
and  pork  falling  in  the  Northwest,  while  rising  in 
the  market  to  which  it  was  to  W  seat:  the  report 
says  the  market  in  Ohio  opened  at  $6  50,  and  fell 
to  f  4  50  per  hnndfed,  while  mess  pork  in  New 
Orleans  rose  to  ^  a  barrel,  and  this  because  of 
the  scarceness  and  deariiess  of  salt;  this  is  all  risbt, 
except  that  mess  pork  rose  to  f97  a  barrel  in  New 
Orleans. 

Yours,  respectfully, 

T^0MA8  H.  BENTON. 
January  3, 1839. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES, 
MoHDAT,  Dec.  31,  m38. 

Mr.  HAYNES  asked  tbe  consent  of  tbe  House 
to  submit  a  motion  to  go  again  into  Committee  of 
the  Whole  m  the  Prcbident^  Menage,bni|witbdrew 
it  at  the  reqtiest  of 

Mr.  GARLAND  of  Virginia,  on  whose  motion 
tbe  rules  were  suspended,  and  the  House  agreed 
that,  when  it  adjourns  to-<lay,  it  will  adjourn  i6 
meet  on  "Wednesday  at  the  usual  hoar. 

Mr.  HAYNES  then  renewed  hia  request,  but  it 
being  objected  to  by  Mr.  Bronson,  on  account  of 
its  being  resolution  day,  Mr.  H.  withdrew  it  till  the 
States  should  be  called  through. 

The  States  were  then  called  in  their  order  for 
resolutions. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  EVANS, 

lUiolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Offi- 
ces and  Post  Roads  be  Instructed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  authorizing,  under  suitable  regu- 
lations, postmasters  to  receive,  in  addition  to  the 
postage  DOW  payable,  such  amount  on  letters  car- 
ried by  mail,  destined  to  be  sent  abroad,  as  may  be 
required  to  be  paid  to  packets  or  steamships  for 
their  transpoitation  to  foreign  ports,  and  such 
amounts  also  as  may  be  required  to  be  paid  for 
their  transmission  in  foreign  countries,  which  ad- 
ditional amount  shall  be  paid  by  the  postmaster  of 
the  port  from  which  such  packets  or  ships 
may  sail,  to  the  agents  or  persons  by  whom  such 
letters  may  be  forwaided. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  NOYES, 

Rnohed^  That  the  Committee  on  Military  Af- 
fairs be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expedietcy  of 
allowing  Ihe  claim  of  Maj.  Sylvester  Churchill  of 
the  United  States  army,  for  extraordinary  services 
is  Inspector  General  with  the  army  in  Florida 
Alabama,  and  Georgia,  in  the  years  1837  and 
1838. 

Mr.  CUSHMAN  submitted  the  following  joint 
resolution: 

JKeMloMl,  bff  ike  Sefkaie  tmd  Honu  ofReprenntar 
Uvea  of  the  United  Ste^qf  Jtmeriea  in  Congress  <u» 
sembled^  two-thirda  q/  both  houses  concurring  therein^ 
That  the  following  articles  be  proposed  to  the  Le- 
gislatures of  the  several  States,  as  an  amendment  to 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States^,  which,  when 
ratified  by  the  Legislatures  of  three>foarths  of  the 
said  States,  shall  be  valid  as  a  part  of  the  said  Con- 
stitution, namely:  that  no  person  ^hall  be  capable 
of  holding,  or  of  being  elected,  to  any  office  of 
honor,  trust,  or  profit,  either  tsivil  or  military,  le- 
gislative, executive,  or  judicial,  nnder  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States,  who  shall  hereafter  6ght 
a" duel,  or  send  or  accept  a  challenge  to  fight  a 
duel,  the  probable  issue  of  which  may  be  the  death 
of  the  challenger  or  challenged,  or  shall  be  a  second 
to  either  party,  or  shall  in  any  manner  aid  or  assist 
in  such  duel,  or  shall  be  knowingly  the  bearer  of 
such  challenge  or  acceptance. 

The  resolution  having  been  twice  read, 

Mr.  JOHNSON  of  Maryland  moved  to  lay  it 
on  the  table. 

Mr.  GRBNNELL  inquired  if  a  motion  to  post- 
pone to  a  day  certain  would  not  take  precedence? 

The  CHAIR  said  it  would  not. 

Mr.  BOON  moved  that  the  resolution  be  printed; 
which  Mr.  Johnson  accepted  as  a  part  of  his  mo- 
tion. 

M^  ADAMS  called  for  a  division  of  the  quf  s* 
tion;  for  though  he  should  vote  for  the  priniino:,  he 
dould  not  consent  to  lay  the  resolution  on  the  table. 

Mr.  GRENNELL  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays; 
whereupon, 

Mr.  JOHNSQN  withdrew  his  motion,  snd  the 
resolution  was  ordered  to  lie  over  under  the  rule. 

Oa  motion  of  Mr.  WILLIAMS  of  New  Hamp- 
shire, 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Invalid  Pen- 
sions  be  instructed  (o  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  granting  a  pension  to  Elisha  Hnit. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  GRBNNELL, 

Reoelvedf  That  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of 
War  of  the  33d  of  December  last,  on  the  subjoet 
of  the  claima  of  the  State  of  Maatachosetu  for 
patUtia  ienricea  aad  •xpendittites  during  the  lata 
war  with  Great  Briiain,  be  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Miliiftrj  AJSim, 
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Mr.  GUSHING  submilted  ihe  following 
tion: 

Resolved,  That  the  PresideDt  of  the  United  Stales 
be  requested,  if  in  his  jndgment  not  incompatible 
wiih  the  public  interest,  to  communicate  to  this 
House — 

1.  The  correspondence,  if  any,  which  has  been 
had  between  the  Government  of  the  United  States 
and  that  of  Great  Britain  or  the  military  or  civil 
authorities  of  either  in  relation  to  the  troubles  in  the 
British  Provinces  of  Upper  or  Lower  Canada,  and 
to  alleged  violations  of  neatrality  on  the  part, 
whether  of  Great  Britain,  or  of  the  United  States, 
or  any  of  the  officers,  subjects^  or  citizens  of  each. 

3.  The  correspondence  had,  or  measures  taken 
by  the  Executive,  if  any,  regarding  citizens  of  the 
United  States  made  prisoners  of  war  at  any  time 
in  any  of  the  insurrectionary  movements  of  Upper 
or  Lower  Canada.  < 

3.  Whether  the  Government  of  Great  Britain 
has  made  reparation  for  the  seizure  and  destruc- 
tion of  the  steamboat  Caroline,  within  the  waters 
of  the  United  States,  and  the  murder  of  American 
cftizens  on  board  the  same  by  a  band  of  armed  in- 
vaders from  the  province  of  Upper  Canada,  acting 
under  the  orders  and  authority  of  the  Colonial  Go- 
vernment of  said  province? 

4.  Whether  the  Government  of  the  United  States 
has  entered  into  negotiations  with  that  of  Great 
Britain,  for  the  purpose  of  arresting  and  preventing 
the  furiher  distribution  of  presents  and  payment  of 
war  subsidies  by  the  latter  Grovernment  to  the  In- 
dian tribe^,  within  the  territorial  limits  and  jurisdic* 
tion  of  the  United  States;  and,  if  so,  what  has 
been  the  result  of  the  said  negotiations. 

5.  Whether  the  Government  of  the  United  Sutes 
have  given  to  that  of  Great  Britain  the  Kiipulaied 
notice  to  annul  and  abrogate  the  convention  of  the 
6th  of  September,  1827,  under  cover  of  which,  and 
of  the  convention  of  the  20th  October,  Id  18,  the 
Hudson^s  Bay  Company  has  proceeded,  with  per- 
mission, or  by  connivance  of  ihe  Government  of 
Great  Britain,  to  establish  military  posts  in  the 
territories  of  the  United  States  beyond  the  Rocky 
Mountains. 

6.  Whether  the  Governmen,t  of  the  United  States 
has  taken  any  measures,  and  if  any,  what,  to  ad- 
just, settle,  and  mark  the  'boundaries  beiween  the 
United  States  and  the  British  Provinces  in  North 
America,  from  St.  Mary*s  Falls,  between'  Lake 
Huron  and  Lake  Saperior ;  and  so  northwardly 
and  westwardiy  along  the  frontier  of  the  State  of 
Michigan  and  the  Territories  of  Wisconsin  and 
jowa,  to  the  Rocky  Mountains. 

T.  What  correspondence,  if  any,  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States  has  had  wiih  that  of 
Great  Britain  or  any  of  its  authorities  or  officers, 
or  with  the  Government  of  the  State  of  Maine,  in 
regard  to  the  late  survey  or  investigation  of  the 
Northeastern  boundary  line  of  the  United  States 
by  the  Gk>verninent  of  said  State. 

8.  Whether  any  correspondence  has  recently 
passed  between  the  British  and  American  Govern- 
ments relative  to  the  free  navigation  of  the  naviga- 
ble rivers  contermiilous  to  the  United  Stales  and 
the  British  possess^ions  in  North  America,  or  of 
navigable  rivers  running  in  part  or  in  whole 
through  the  territories  or  both  Governments;  and, 
if  so,  the  results  of  the  same. 

Mr.  PETRIKIN  inquired  whether,  under  the 
rule,  it  was  in  order  for  gentlemen  to  offer  resolu- 
^  lions  embracing  two  subjects. 

TheSP£^K£R  said  he  did  not  so  consider 
ihese  resolutions;  and  decided  it  was  not  out  of  or- 
der to  entertain  them. 

The  resolutions  «ere  then  laid  on  the  table,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  CUSHING  then  said  the  discharge  of  his 
particular  duties  as  a  member  of  the  House,  had 
called  his  attention  to  another  subject  of  inquiry, 
perfectly  unexceptionable  in  itself,  and  of  the  deep- 
est immediate  interest  (o  the  whole  Union,  and 
more  especially  to  the  States  of  the  Southwest.  He 
asked  that  the  resaluiion  of  inquiry  should  be  read, 
in  order  that  the  ILtuse  might  judge  whether  they 
would  permit  hmi  lo  ofler  it  &i  this  time;  which  he 
woutd  not  ask  if  the  subject  were  not  one  of  press- 
;ng,  immediate  importance. 

The  House  assenting;,  Mr.  C.  offered  the  follow- 


ing resolution;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  b^ 
printed,  and  lies  over  one  day,  under  the  rules. 

Whereas  in  the  Message  of  the  President  of  the 
United  States  at  the  opening  of  the  eighteenth  Con- 
gress, it  was,  among  other  things,  avowed  and  pro- 
claimed as  the  settle!  national  policy  of  the  United 
States,  that  "in  the  wars  of  the  Ehropean  powers, 
in  matters  relating  to  themselves,  we  have  never 
taken  any  part,  nor  does  it  comport  with  our  policy 
80  to  do;''  that  "with  the  movements  in  this  hemis- 
phere we  are,  of  necessity,  more  immediately  con- 
nected;" that  *'we  owe  it,  therefore,  to  candor,  and 
to  the  amicable  relations  existing  between  the  Uni- 
ted States  and  those  powers,  to  declare  that  we 
should  conwidei  any  attempt  on  their  part  to  extend 
their  system  to  any  portion  of  this  bemi<%phere  as 
dangerous  to  our  peace  and  safely;  that  ^*with  the 
existing  colonies  or  dependencies  of  any  European 
power,  we  have  not  interfered,  and  shall  not  inter- 
fere; but  with  the  Governments  who  have  declar- 
ed their  independence,  and  maintained  it,  and 
whose  independence  we  have,  on  great  considera- 
tion and  on  just  principi&s,  acknowledged,  we 
could  not  view  any  inieipo?iiion  for  the  purpose  of 
oppressing  them,  or  control  ling  in  any  other  manner 
their  destiny,byany|Eurpo€an  power ,or  in  any  other 
light  than  as  the  manifestation  of  an  unfriendly 
disposition  towards  the  United  States;^'  and  that  "it 
is  impossible,  therefore,  that  we  should  behold 
such  interposition,  in  any  form,  with  indiflerence." 

Resolvedf  there/ore^  That  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  be  requested  to  inform  this  Hot!se,  if  the 
same  be  not  in  his  judgment  incompatible  with  the 
public  interest,  what  explanations  the  King  of  iKe 
French  has  rendered  to  the  United  States  in  rela- 
tion to^  the  recent  blockade  of  a  part  of  the  coast  of 
the  Mexican  Republic  by  France;  the  treatment  of 
vessels  of  the  United  States,  public  or  private,  by 
the  blockading  squadron;  the  reduction  of  the  cas- 
tle of  San  Juan  de  Ulloa;  and  the  ulterior  views 
and  designs  of  the  French  Grovernment  respecting 
the  Mexican  Republic.  Also,  to  inform  the  House 
whether  he  has  proffered  to  either  of  the  contend- 
ing parties  the  mediation  of  the  United  States  in 
the  primises;  and  to  communicate  any  correspon- 
dence on  the  subjects  aforesaid  which  may  have 
passed  between  the  Government  of  the  United 
States  and  that  of  France. 

The  resolutions,  under  the  rules,  lies  over  one 
day. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CUSHING,  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BRIGGS, 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revolutionary 
Pensions  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expedien- 
cy of  placing  the  name  of  Jacob  Adams  of  Ma^^a- 
chttsetts  en  the  pension  list. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  LINCOLN, 

jRcMlveJ,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Mil  ilia  be 
instructed  to  consider  the  expediency  of  providing 
by  law  that  the  distribution  of  arms  procured  by 
virtue  of  the  act  making  provisions  for  arming  and 
equipping  the  whole  body  of  the  militia  of  the 
United  States,  passed  April  23,  1808,  should  be 
made  according  to  the  apportionment  of  the  repre- 
sentation of  each  State  and  Territory  in  the  Con- 
gress of  the  United  States,  or  by  some  other  rule  of 
apportionment  which  shall  practically  be  more 
equal  and  just,  among  the  different  States  and  Ter- 
ritories in  respect  to  their  population,  subject  by 
the  laws  of  Congress  and  of  the  States  and  Territo- 
ries respectively,  to  enrolment  in  the  militia,  and 
the  active  performance  of  military  duty  therein. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  LINCOLN, 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Ihe  Militia  be 
instructed  to  consider  the  expediency  of  increasing 
the  annual  appropriation  by  Congress,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  providing  arms  and  military  equipments 
for  the  whole  body  of  the  militia  of  the  United 
States. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  LINCOLN, 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be  directed 
to  communicate  to  this  House  a  statement  of  the 
quantity  and  description  of  arms,  which,  since  the 
conclusion  of  the  last  war  with  Great  Britain,  have 
been  procured  and  distributed  to  the  Slates  and 
Territories  respectively,  pursuant  to  an  act  **  mak- 
ing provision  for  arming  and  equipping  Ihe  whole 
body  of  the  militia  of  the   United  States,'^  passed 


Apiil  23,  1808  ;  and  also  to  state  by  what  mk 
ot  apportionment  the  arms  have  been  distributed: 
th<3  manner  and  times  in  which  the  returns  of  the 
nutitia  have  been  received  from  the  States  and 
TtTf  itories;  whether  these  returns  have  been  made 
annually,  and  in  default  of  such  annual  returns, 
what  rule  has  been  adopted  in  making  the  distribo- 
tion,  and  for  what  number  of  years  any  of  the 
Slates  have  neglected  to  make  such  returns;  and 
bNo,  that  the  Secretary  communicate  to  this  House 
an  abstract  of  the  latest  returns  of  the  number  of 
the  militia  in  the  States  9nd  Territories,  respectiv^ 
ly,  with  their  dates,  tooether  with  an  abstract  of  ibe 
quantity  and  dates  of  the  iskue  of  arms  upon 
suci)  returns. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  FLETCHER, 

Resolved,  That  the  Coinmiuee  on  the  Judiciary 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
aii^ending  the  law  in  relation  to  the  pay  of  jurors 
attending  upon  the  courts  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  ADAMS  asked  the  IIi^usc  to  take  up  and 
c  n>i(ler  tne  resolution  offered  by  him  on  the  6th  of 
December,  calling  for  information  in  relation  to 
the  controversy  beiween  Andrew  .Sifvenson  and 
Daniel  O^Conncll,  and  sent  to  the  Clerk's  table  the 
following  letter,  received  by  him  through  the  post 
office,  which  was  read. 

Montgomery,  Alabama,  Dec.  19,1838. 

J.  0..  Adams — Sir:  In  looking  over  the  proceed- 
in^-^  ci  Congress,  I  observed  that  yon  have  intro- 
dticrd  year  fantnstics  a^ain,  by  trying  \oimpedtk 
th';  cartder  and /toner  of  our  Minister  to  England, 
Mr.  yt(*venson.  Mr.  S.  is  a  relative  of  mine,  one 
who  1  hold  dear  to  me,  and  shall  call  you  to  ac- 
count when  I  get  to  Washington.  ^  I  think,  nnd 
^o  dose  ihe  country,  that  Mr.  S.  was  condescending 
too  mmh  a  fit?nd  ofdevelfry,  such  as  I  consider 
yon;  :indon  my  «iriivnl  in  the  Metropolis,  I  &hal! 
shoot  you  the  wry  first  time  you  rife  lo  maketny 
remaiKs  about  my  friend  Mr.  S.  So  soon  as  Mr. 
C.  IViry  relun.s  u.  ihe  United  Slates,  yon  will  die  ^ 
certain,  Vou  are  better  bulled  for  a  cell  in  the  mad 
hoii^  \  than  a  seat  in  one  of  the  highest  places  on 
earih.  I  am  no  parly  man  tnyself,  and  would  to 
rr^y  G.'d  ware  lo  sec  you  in  the  act  of  speaking 
di^rospecifully  of  my  fjieiid.  If  you  mention  their 
namci.,  no  explanation  will  satisfy  me,  only  lo  Uike 
your  life, and  thai  1  shall  do  in  ihc  presence  of  the 
assemliird  wisdom  of  the  world.  I  expect  lo  fight 
a  du.  i  .n  the  Dikirict  of  Columbia  before  the  ses- 
sion is  ended,  if  >oa  open  jour  bread-trap  about 
that  mode  of  settling  affairs,  1  bhall  be  much  in- 
duced to  onire  you,  a^  on  most  any  thing  ets.  I 
sliali  be  in  Wa>hington  by  ihe  2a  of  Janoaiy, 
1839.  B.  J.  CONVALD. 

Mr.  PETRIKIN  objected  to  the  consideration  of 
the  reM-hiiion  at  ihis  time. 

Mr.  REED  moved  to^u.^pend  the  rules. 

Mr.  THCHMAS  hoped  gentlemen  would  not 
agree  to  uspend  the  rule.v,  in  consequence  of  this 
miserable  quiz  being  practised  upon  the  gentleman 
from  Ma  sachusetis. 

Mr.  DAWSON  deeply  regretted  that  a  letter  of 
this  character,  which  all  must  perceive  was  ficU- 
tiously  si^^tied,  should  be  made  a  serious  matter  of. 
It  is  cvif^eiiily  a  quiz,  and  should  not  have  been 
presented. 

Mr.  Rr,DINSON  asked  whether  it  would  be  ia 
order  lo  anu-ud  the  motion  to  suspend  the  rul«s,  for 
the  purpose  of  considering  the  letter. 

The  SPEAKER  decided  that  if  would  not.  The 
letter  was  not  before  the  House  far  consideration. 

Mr.  CRABB  moved  lo  postpone  the  matter  uitil 
the  2d  day  of  January. 

The  SPEAKER.    It  is  not  in  order. 

Mr.  BOON  moved  to  lay  the  motion  to  suspend 
the  rules  on  ihe  table,  and  upon  that  motion, 

Mr.  ADAMS  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays;  which 
were  not  ordered, 

The  Hotive  then  laid  the  motion  lo  suspend  the 
rules  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  of  Massachusetts  submitted 
the  follow.. r,.  resolulion,  which,  under  the  rule,  lies 
over  oijt'  A^i). 

/?f'.'/iv«/,  Thdi  no  order,  resolution,  or  rule  of 
[h\s  HiHi.^e,  upon  llie  subject  of  petitions,  shall  ap- 
ply 10  r&-(>i(Uions  from  State  Le^Iatures. 

On  niition  of  Mr.  TILLINQHAST, 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  ihe  Post  Office 
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BBd  Post  Roftds  be  instracted  to  uiqair«  into  the 
expedifDcy  of  redaeing  and  so  regnlatingthe  postage 
OD  letters  and  papers  carried  bjr  mail,  as  that  the 
'  sant  oay  be  made   payable  in  money  of  the 
Uaited  States,  dispensing  with  fractional  parts  of 
eats. 
Oa  motion  of  Mr.  CRANSTON, 
Rmhid,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office 
ind  Post  Roads  be  instracted  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  amending  the  law  in  relation  to  ship 
kttefs,  so  as  to  make  it  the  doty  of  the  captain,  or 
ocherpersGD  baviogTetomed  ship  letters,  to  rttnra 
tbemlo  the  postmaster  of  the  poit  where  he  diall 
imve. 
On  motioo  of  Mr.  CURTIS, 
Haohtd^  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasory  be 
leqiKted  to  inform  the  Honae  of  Representatives 
of  the  caases  why  it  was  not  in  the  power  of  the 
Sberetary  of  the  Treasury  to  ascertain,  by  means  of 
the  veekly  and  monthly  retorns,  and  other  records 
in  his  office,  the  defalcation  of  the  late  Collector  of 
New  Yerk,  when  it  first  commenced,  or  at  the  dif- 
ferent settlements  afterwards,  before  his  term  of 
office  expired .    That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
be  leqaested,  also,  to  communicate  to  this  House  a 
copfofhis  circular,  addressed  to  the  Collector  of 
New  York  in  November,   1835,  and  copies  of  all 
the  retams  made  by  s^iid  Collector  in  compliance 
with  said  circular;  and  also  to  inform  the  House  of 
Represefitat'ves  whether  the  practice  of  entering  on 
the  books  of  ihe  Secretary  of  the  Treasory,  kept  in 
hisowB  office,  the  quarterly  accounts  current  of 
Ihecostons,  as  soon  as  received  by  the  First  Audi- 
tor, has  been  discontinued,  and  when  discontinued; 
and  whether  the  practice,  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  of  calling  for  the  account  current  of  the 
eastoms  received    at    the   offipe    of    the    First 
Aoitior,  and   the    qnarteriy  accounts  of  collec- 
tofs,  and  of  comparing  the  same  with  the  se- 
Teral  reioros  rendered  to  the  Secretary  by  col- 
ieciors,   in  confonnity  with  the    requisitions   of 
kiscircDiarof  14th  October,   1818,  and  repeated 
OD  the  ISth  November,  1835,  has  been  disoontinued 
bjr  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and  when  dis- 
coaiioaed;  and  also,  whether,  if  the  practice  of 
propfriy  arranging  and  comparing  the  said  last 
neatfODed  returns  of  Collectors  with  each  other,  in 
the  olBce  of  ihe  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  has 
bsfi  di«continaed,  and  when  discontinued;  and  that 
the  Seerpiary  of  the  Treasury  also  inform  this 
HoQ^  whether,  in  his  opinion,  the  defalcation  of 
ibe  late  Collector  of  New  York  could  have  been 
eoaccalea  from  the  Naval  Officer  of  that  port,  if 
the  sai.l  Naval  Officer  had  "examined  the  Collec- 
tor's abMracte  of  duties,  and  other  accounts  of  re- 
ceipts, b^nds,  and  expenditures,'*  with  ordinary 
and  pniper  caution,  l>efore  certifying  the  same, 
aod  ha  J  faithfully  performed  the  duties  imposed  by 
law  Qpnn  Xaval  Officers;  and  that  the  Secretary 
of  Ae  Treisory  also  communicate  to  this  Houne 
t>y^k<  of  all  correspondence  between  the  Treasury 
Department  and  William  M.   Price,  late  District 
Aji#rney  of  the  United  States  for  the  southern  dis- 
trict of  New  York,  in  relation  to  any  bond  or  bonds 
executeJ  by  tjie  securities  of  said  Swartwout  for 
the  faithfol  performance  of  his  duties  as  Collector 
of  New  York;  and  also  to  communicate  copies  of 
all  bonds  executed  to  the  United  States  by  the  sure- 
ties of  said  Swartwout. 
'  Oa  motion  of  Mr.  PARKER, 

Bi$olvtd^  That  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs 
be ioatmcted  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  re- 
noaeraiiog  the  le^al  heirs  of  William  Anderson, 
for  property  taken  or  destroyed  by  the  Cherokee 
Indians  about  the  year  1788,  and  that  the  papers 
«  file  of  the  House  in  relation  thereto  be  re- 
ferred to  the  same  committee. 
Oo  motion  of  Mr.  PRATT, 
Rathedj  That  the  Committee  on  Commerce  be 
;  iitttract<d  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  author- 
niag  a  survey  of  ihe  month  of  the  Catskill  creek, 
i&  the  Hudson  rver. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  BRODHBAD, 
Mtiohed,  That  the  Committee  on  Revolutionary 
Claitis  be  ias»trocted  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
•fallowing  to  EInaihan  Sears,  of  the  State  of  New 
Tork,  ihe  amount  equal  to  five  years'  pay  under 
(be  resolve  of  Congress  of  the  52d  March,  1783. 
On  uotioQ  of  Mr.  BICKNELL, 


BiUhtd^  That  the  CoinmitteeoB  Revolutionary 
Pensions  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  jostiee 
and  expediency  of  granting  to  John  I^ith,  a  soW 
ditr  of  the  Revolution,  a  pension;  and  that  the 
papers  on  file  in  hia  case  in  the  War  Department 
be  referred  to  the  said  committee. 

Attelved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revolutionary 
Pensiona'be  inatmcted  to  inquire  into  the  expedi- 
ency of  granting  a  pension  to  Joanna  Bartlett,  the 
widow  of  Aaron  Bartlett,  deceased,  a  soldier  of  the 
Ravolntion;  and  that  the  papers  in  this  case  now  on 
file  in  the  War  Department  be  referred  to  the  said 
committee. 

On  motion  of  Mr.   HAMMOND, 

fiaohed.  That  the  Committee  on  Revolutionaiy 
Pensions  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expedi- 
ency of  granting  a  pension  to  Christian  Brougher, 
of  Pennsylvania,  a  soldier  of  the  Revolutionary 
war. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  HENRY, 

JUaolvedy  That  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office 
and  Post  Roads  be  instructed  te  inquire  into  the  ex- 
pediency of  so  changing  or  modifying  the  law  with 
relation  to  postage,  that  all  public  newspapers  shall 
be  earned  in  the  mail  free  ef  all  charge  within  the 
limits  of  the  counties  where  they  are  respectively 
printed  and  published. 

A  resolution  offered  by  Mr.  W.  C.  JOHNSON, 
authorizing  the  select  committee  appointed  on  the 
subject  of  a  national  foundry  and  of  the  public 
lands  to  employ  a  clerk,  was  rejected. 

Mr.  WISE  offered  the  following  resolution: 

JSetelvid,  That  a  select  committee,  to  consist  of 
nine  members,  and  to  be  elected  by  ballot,  be  con- 
stituted, with  power  to  snd  for  persons  and  papers^ 
to  inquire  and  report  whether  there  are  sufficient 
gnmnds  on  which  po  found  an  impeachment  by 
this  House  of  Levi  Woodbury,  the  Secretary  lif 
the  Treasury. 

The  question  being  on  the  adoption  of  the  reso- 
lution, and  objection  having  been  made  by  Mr. 
CUSHMAN,  the  resolution,  giving  rise  to  debate, 
lies  over  one  day. 

Mr.  WISE  offered  a  resolution,  which  was 
adOfited,  instructing  the  Committee  on  Naval  Af- 
fairs to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  building 
i^team  ships  of  war. 

Mr.  LEWIS  WILLIAMS  offered  the  following 
resolution: 

JSesohwd,  That  the  select  committee,  lately  ap- 
pointed on  the  subject  of  the  public  lands  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  changing 
the  mode  for  selling  said  lands,  so  as  to  require 
that  all  the  bids  of  purchasers  shall  hereafter  be 
made  or  proposed  in  writing,  in  the  same  manner 
as  bids  are  now  made  for  contracts  in  the  Post 
Office  Department. 

Mr.  ADAMS  offered  the  following  amendment: 

And  that  they  inquire  into  the  frauds  that  have 
been  practised  in  the  sale  of  the  pnbKc  lands,  and 
to  report  to  this  House  a  remedy  therefor. 

Mr.  L.  WILLIAMS  accepted  this  as  a  modtfi- 
aetion. 

And  Mr.  SNYDER  expressing  his  desire  to 
speak  to  this  question,  the  resolution,  as  modified, 
lies  over  one  day,  by  the  rule. 

Mr.  STANLY  offered  the  following  resolutions: 

Raolved,  That  in  the  opinion  of  this  House  pe- 
titions praying  for  the  abolition  of  slavery  in  the 
District  of  Columbia,  in  the  Territories,  or  in  the 
States,  with  "a  view"  of  affecting  slavery  within 
the  District  of  Columbia,  or  in  the  States,  or  in 
the  Territories,  ought  not  to  be  received,  enteruin- 
ed,  or  considered  by  the  House. 

Resohtd,  Thai  Congress  has  no  right  to  do  that 
indirectly  which  it  cannot  do  directly,  and  that  the 
agitation  of  the  subject  of  slavery  in  the  District 
of  Coiumba,  or  in  the  Territories,  or  in  any  man- 
ner, with  a  view  of  distt^rbing  or  overthrowing  that 
institouon  either  in  the  District  ef  Columbia,  or  in 
the  Territories,  or  in  the  several  States,  is  equally 
unconstitutional,  and  beyond  its  legislative  com« 
petency,  and  is  an  infringement  of  the  rights  of 
the  Slates,  and  a  breach  of  the  public  faith  on  which 
they,  entered  into  the  Confederacy. 

Aetolved,  That  all  attempts  on  the  part  of  Con- 
gress to  abolish  slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia, 
or  in  the  Territories,  or  to  "regulate"  the  removal 
of  slaves  from  Stale  to  State,  or  to  discriminate 


between  the  institutions  of  one  portion  of  the  Con- 
federacy and  another,  either  with  a  view  of  dis- 
turbing or  overthrowing  that  insUtntion  in  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  or  in  the  Territories,  or  in  the 
Stales,  are  in  violation  of  the  Constitution,  destruc- 
tive of  the  fundamental  principle  on  which  the 
Union  of  these  Slates  rests,  and  beyond  the  jnri.v- 
diction  of  Congress;  and  that,  as  such,  no  petition, 
memorial,  resolution,  proposition,  or  paper  touch- 
ing or  relating  in  any  way,  or  tj  any  extent  what- 
ever, to  slavery  as  aforesaid,  or  to  the  abolition 
thereof,  shall  be  entertained  or  considered  by  this 
House. 

Ruolvedj  That  "the  right  of  the  people  peaceably 
to  assemble  and  to  petition  the  Government  for  a 
redress  of  grievances,"  as  secured  by  the  first  arti- 
cle of  the  amendments  of  the  Constitution,  does  not 
give  to  citizens  of  non-slavebolding  States  the 
right  to  petition  Congress  to  interfere  with  or  abo- 
lish slavery,  either  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  or 
in  the  Territories,  or  in  the  States,  inasmuch  as 
slavery  is  denied  by  the  citizens  of  the  slaveholding 
States  to  be  a  l*grievance,"  and  was  not  so  consi- 
dered at  the  time  of  the  formation  of  the  Constitu- 
tion. 

[In  offering  the  resolutions,  Mr.  Stanlv  said  his 
object  was  to  supply  the  omissions  in  the  rer-olii- 
tions  which  caucus  No.  2  had  made.  Those  now 
offered  by  him  contained  the  substance  of  tho<% 
which  cauej^  No.  1  had  agreed  upon,  and  after- 
wards reconsidered.] 

The  SPEAKER  decided  that,  nnder  the  re^olu. 
tion  of  the  12(h  instant,  these  resolutions  must  be 
laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  ADAMS.  Sir,  are  these  resolutions  to  be 
laid  on  the  table? 

The  SPEAKER.    Yes. 

So  the  lesolutions  were  laid  on  the  table. 

The  State  of  South  Carolina  having  been  called, 

Mr.  PICKENS  rose  and  said,  that  he  had  pre- 
pared a  resolution  he  intended  to  present,  in  relation 
to  the  movements  of  the  French  tquairon  on  the 
coa&t  of  Mexico,  but  the  gentleman  from  MaFfa- 
chusetts,  [Mr.  Cushino]  had  introduced  one  ilmt 
covered  the  ground,  and  Mr.  P.  would  wittihold 
his.  He  was  rejoiced  to  see  the  resolution  com  ng 
from  the  quarter  it  did.  A  question  of  great  im- 
portance might  arise,  in  which  the  Souihwestf rn 
States  would  feel  a  deep  intere»t,  and  we  could  not 
look  to  it  too  soon. 

On  motion  of  Mt.  OWENS, 

Re»9hedf  That  the  Committee  on  Claims  be  di- 
rected to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  allowing 
compensation  to  Mrs.  Eliza  Nfackey,  for  rropriiy 
destroyed  in  the  service  of  the  United  States. 

Resolvedt  That  the  Committee  on  Revolutionary 
Pensions  be  directed  to  inquire  into  the  eipcdiency 
of  granting  a  pension  to  Nits,  C.  Rhodes,  the  widow 
of  a  revolutionary  officer. 

Mr.  SHERROD  WILLIAMS  offered  the  fol- 
lowing resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretaries  ofState,Tren5airy, 
War  and  Navy,  and  the  Postmaster  Grneral,  be, 
and  they  are  hereby,  respectively  required  to  report 
and  communicate  to  this  House,  as  soon  as  pracri- 
cable,  what  were  the  expenses  of  ih^ir  respective 
Departments,  including  every  item  of  expendrtnre, 
in  the  year  commencing  on  the  4ih  dny  o[  March, 
1828,  and  ending  on  the  3d  day  of  MarHi,  IS:30, 
and  so  on  for  each  successive  year  up  to  the  4 ih  nf 
March,  1838,  and  from  thence  up  to  the  1>t  day  of 
January,  1839,  placing  each  item  of  ••xpendiinrc 
under  its  proper  head;  and  farther,  to  report  and 
communicate  the  number  of  clerks  and  other  offi- 
cers, of  every  description  whatever,  belonging  to 
their  respective  DepartmeRU,with  the  salary  or  pay 
of  each,  in  each  year,  separately,  commencing  on 
Uie  4th  day  of  March,  1828,  and  so  on  for  each 
suosessive  year  up  to  the  4th  of  March,  1838,  and 
from  thence  up  to  the  Isi  day  of  January,  1839. 

The  resolution  would  regularly  he  over  one  day, 
but  Mr.  W.  asked  the  House  to  consider  it  at  this 
time. 

Objection  bavin  |f  been  made, 

Mr.  W.  moved  a  suspension  of  the  rule,  and 
asked  for  the  yeas.and  nays;  which  were  ordered, 
and  being  taken,  were— yeas  106,  nays  61.  (Not 
two-thirds.) 

So  the  rule  was  not  suspended. 
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Mr.  W.  by  leave,  then  modiaed  hib  resoluiioD, 
by  adding  thereto  the  following: 

And  ftirther,  to  report  how  much  (if  any  thing) 
has  bf  en  allowed  as  extra  pay  to  any  clerk  or  other 
officer  c.f  their  respective  Departments,  at  any  time 
wiihin  the  foregoing  periods,  and  for  what  icrviccs 
those  extra  aliowanc&s  were  made*  . 
On  motion  of  Mi.  JOSEPH  L.  WILLIAMS, 
J2eso/«c<<,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  providing  by  law 
for  the  holding  of  a  special  term  of  the  circait 
coart  of  the  United  States  for  the  district  of  East- 
ern Tennessee,  at  Knoxville,  on  the  third  Monday 
of  April  next,  by  the  district  judge  of  said  district, 
at  which  term,  to  hear  and  try  all  issuca  and  mat- 
ters cognizal  le  at  the  regular  term  of  said  court; 
and  that  said  committee  inquire,  also,  into  the  ex- 
pediency of  authorizing  the  judges  of  the  circuit 
courts  of  the  United  .States  to  direct  said  courts  to 
be  adjourned  over  to  some  future  day,  designated 
in  a  written  order  to  the  clerk  of  eiiker  of  said 
courts,  in  case  of  the  prevalence  of  a  dangerous 
and  general  disease  at  the  place  wh^re  said  court 
is  usually  holden;  and  that  the  adjournment  over, 
by  the  clerk,  in  the  absence  of  the  judges,  shall 
have  the  same  force  and  effect  as  if  the  judges  had 
been  present. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  STONE, 
Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  MiliUry  Af- 
fairs be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
increasing  the  pay  of  the  volunteers  or  drafted 
militiamen  who  are  now,  or  who  may  hereafter  be, 
called  into  the  service  of  the  United  States;  aUo, 
those  who  are,  or  may  have  been,  employed  by  the 
Qeneral  Government  for  the  purpose  of  removing 
the  Cherokees  out  of  the  States  of  Georgia,  North 
Carolina,  Tennessee,  and  Alabama,  and  settling 
them  west  of  the  Mississippi,  as  well  as  those  vo- 
lunteers who  have  just  returned  home  from  the 
Florida  war;  also,  to  provide  by  law  for  the  pay- 
ment of  all  horses  and  their  equipage  at  their  first 
valuation,  which  have  either  been  turned  over  to 
the  quartermasters  department  by  order  of  General 
Jesup,  or  which  have  been  lott  by  death  or  became 
unfit  for  use  on  account  of  the  Grovernment  having 
failed  to  furnish  forage  sufficient  to  sustain  them. 
Mr.  BOND  offered  the  following  resolution: 
Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
be  directed  to  communicate  to  this  House  a  copy 
of  a  circular  issued  by  the  Comptroller,  in  the  year 
1821,  and  which  is  referred  to  by  the  said  Secre- 
tary in  his  report  to  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  dated  6lh  November,  1838,  in  relation  to  the 
default  of  Samuel  Swartwout,  late  collector  of  the 
customs  of  the  port  of  New  York,  being  the  same 
circular  which,  in  said  report,  is  alleged  to  have 
'*tended  to  remove  a  check  on  the  coUector.^^  And, 
also,  to  inform  this  House  whether  the  bonds  set 
forth  in  document  No.  10,  appended  to  said  re- 
port, were  included  in  any  return,  bond  account, 
or  other  account  of  said  late  collector,  cooimuni- 
cated  by  him  to  the  Treasury  Department,  and,  if 
so  included,  at  what  time  such  returns  or  accounts 
were  communicated  to  said  Department.  And, 
also,  whether  three  certain  Treasury  warrants, 
amounting  in  the  aggregate  to  thirty -nine  thousand 
two  hundred  and  forty  dollars  and  five  cents,  re- 
ceived by  said  late  collector,  during  the  years 
1834  and  1835,  mentioned  in  paper  No.  15,  an- 
nexed in  said  report,  appear  in  any  quarterly  or 
other  account  or  return  rendered  by  said  collector 
to  said  Department,  and,  if  so,  to  communicate  a 
copy  of  such  return  or  account  to  this  House. 

Mr.  B.  asked  that  the  resolution  be  considered 
at  this  time;  and,  objections  having  being  made, 
moved  a  suspension  of  the  rule,  but  the  motion 
was  rejected. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  ALLEN  of  Ohio, 
Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Commerce  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expedienay  of  making 
an  appiopriation  for  the  commencement  of  a  break- 
water  at  the  harbor  of  Cleveland,  in  the  State  of 
Ohio,  on  the  plan  suggested  in  the  report  of  Capt. 
Henry  Smith,  on  the  files  of  the  War  Department. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  HARPER, 
Resolved,  That    the  Committee  on  the    Public 
Lands  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  reducing  the  number  of  land  offices  in  the  State 
of  Ohio. 


Mr.  PRENTISS  of  Miss,  offered  the  folljwing 
resolutions  : 

1.  Risolped,  That  tbe  power  of  designating  the  limt, 
place,  and  manner,  of  elections  for  representatives  is 
expressly  given,  by  the  Federal  Constitution,  to 
the  Legislature  of  the  Slates,  respectively,  subject 
to  no  supervision  or  control,  except  by  law  of  Con- 
gress only  ;  and  that,  in  the  exercise  of  this  power, 
the  State  Legislatures  may  constitutionally  fix  the 
Hms  of  election  subsequent  to  the  expiration  of  the 
Congress  preceeding  that  for  which  such  election 
is  to  be  holden. 

2.  Resolved,  That  neither  the  Federal  nor  State 
Executive  can  constitutionally  anticipate,  super- 
sede, or  change,  the  times  of  election  as  fixed  by 
the  State  Legislatures. 

3.  Resolved,  That  this  House  has  not  the  consti- 
tutional power,  either  legislative  or  ji^dicial,  by  its 
own  action  alone,  to  annul,  suspend,  or  impede  the 
operation  of  an  act  of  a  State  Legislature,  fixing 
the  time,  place,  and  manner  of  election  for  repi-e- 
sentatives. 

4.  Resohed,  That  no  resolution  or  action  of  this 
House  can  deprive  the  people  of  any  State  of  their 
constitutional  right  of  electing  representatives  to 
Congress  at  the  (intc  designated  for  that  purpose  by 
the  Legislature  of  such  State  ;  that  the  cjaim  of 
such  power,  on  the  p'sLti  of  this  House,  would  be  a 
dangerous  encroachment  qpon  the  rights  of  the 
States,  and  its  exercise  a  direct  and  palpable  viola- 
tion of  the  Constitution. 

5.  Resolved,  That  tbe  constitutional  jurisdiction 
of  this  House  over  the  subject  of  representation  is 
a  limited  one,  embracing  the  questions  of  election, 
qualification,  and- return,  only;  and  that,  in  judg- 
ing of  election,  this  Hous«  is  bound  to  judge  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  act  of  the  State  Legislature  re- 
gulating the  time,  place,  and  manner  thereof. 

D.  Resolved,  That,  in  accordance  with  a  consti- 
tutional act  of  the  Legutlatnre  of  tbe  estate  of  Mis- 
sissippi, prescribing  the  time,  place,  and  manner  of 
election  for  Representatives  to  Congress,  and  in 
compliance  with  all  the  provisions  of  said  act,  an 
election  was  holden  in  November,  1837,  for  two 
Representatives  from  said  State  to  the  25tli  Con- 
gress, at  which  election  S.  S.  Prentiss  and  Thomas 
J.  Word  were  duly  elected^  possessed  the  constitu- 
tional qualifications,  and  were  duly  an<t  legally  re- 
turned. 

7.  Resolved,  That  the  resolution  of  this  House, 
adopted  on  the  5th  day  of  February  last,  denying 
to  said  Prentiss  and  Word  seats  in  this  House  as 
members  thereof,  was  a  dangerous  attack  upon  the 
elective  franchise,  in  derogation  of  the  rights  of  the 
State  of  Mississippi,  in  violation  of  the  Constitu- 
tion of  the  United  States,  and  a  mischievous  exam- 
ple to  future  times. 

8.  Resolved,  therefore,  That  said  resolution  be, 
and  the  same  is  hereby,  rescinded. 

Mr.  HAYNES  said  there  were  many  important 
questions  in  these  resolutions  which  required  con- 
sideration. 

Mr.  S.  WILLIAMS  inquired  of  the  Chaik 
whether  the  mere  fact  of  a  single  member  rising  in 
his  seat,  and  stating  that  there  were  matters  in  tbe 
resolutions  which  required  consideration,  would 
subject  those  resolutions  to  be  laid  over  under  the 
words  of  the  rule,  which  speak  of  resolutions  **giiH 
ingriseto  debaley 

Mr.  HAYNES  said  it  was  obvious  that  such  re- 
solutions could  not  pass  without  debate. 

The  SPEAKER  said  that,  under  the  rule,  the 
resolutions  would  lie  over. 

Mr.  PRENTISS  said  he  was  desirous  to  have 
the  re^^olutions  considered  soon,  as  his  own  position 
was  somewhat  peculiar.  He  n^ust,  therefore, 
move  to  suspend  the  rule  for  the  purp65e,  at  least, 
of  fixing  a  day  certain  for  their  consideration.     ^ 

And  the  question  was  then  taken,  and  decidfd  in 
the  negative— ayes  59,  noes  not  counted. 

So  the  rule  was  not  suspended. 

Mr.  LYON  rose  and  said  he  asked  the  permis- 
sion of  the  House  to  present  a  letter  received  by 
him  from  a  soldier  of  the  Revolution,  who  resided  in 
his  district,  (Samuel  Earle,)  enclasinj^  $157  in 
continental  money!  The  wjiler  slated  in  bis  letter 
that  he  had  served  as  a  regular  soldier  during  the 
war  of  the  Revolution,  and  had  received  for  bis 
services,  at  the  close  of  the  war,  only  |200  in  con- 


tinental money,  a  part  of  which  he  enclosed.  He 
stated,  further,  that  he  was  in  indigent  circum- 
stances; was  upon  the  pension  list  at  the  rate  o( 
$80  a  year,  but  that  this  sum  was  not  sufficient  foi 
hi>  support,  and  that  he  had  received  no  bonaty 
land. 

Mr.  L.  said  he  was  charged  by  this  old  soldier  to 
present  the  money  enclosed  to  Congress,  accompa- 
nied by  his  respects,  and  with  a  request  that  the 
'amount,  with  interest,  might  be  paid  to  him. 

He  presented  the  letter,  together  with  the  money, 
and  offered  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved^  That  the  communication  from  Samoel 
Earle,  a  soldier  of  the  Revolution,  enclosing  the 
sum  of  one  hundred  and  fiAy-seven  dollars,  in  eon* 
tinental  money,  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Revolutionary  Claims,  with  instructions  to  inquire 
into  the  nature  and  extent  of  his  claim,  and  iato 
the  expediency  of  increasing  his  rate  of  pension. 

On  moUon  of  Mr.  MILLER, 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  making  an  appropriativn  for  the  further  improve- 
ment and  completion  of  the  harbor  of  St.  Louis, 
Missouri;  also,  an  appropriation  for  the  improve- 
ment of  the  navigation  of  the  Mississippi  river  from 
the  mouth  of  the  Ohio  to  the  mouth  of  the  Missouri  . 
river;  and,  also,  an  appropriation  for  the  improve- 
ment of  the  navigation  of  the  Missouri  riv^er  from 
its  mou.h  as  far  up  said  river  as  Fort  Leaven- 
worth. 

Mr.  M.  also  presented  the  petition  of  Richard 
Graham  and  John  0*Fallon,  of  Missouri,  asking 
the  pavsage  of  a  law  for  their  relief,  as  the  securi- 
ties of  E.  T.  Longham,  late  Surveyor  General  at 
St.  Lon  is,  so  far  as  to  authorize  the  proper  acooaot- 
ing  officer  of  the  Treasury  Department  to  adjust 
with  il^m,  according  to  the  principles  of  equity 
and  justice,  the  amount  that  may  be  due  the  United 
States  on  their  bonds,  as  the  securities  of  the  said 
Loni?ham. 

Os.  ir.olion  of  Mr.  TOUCEY, 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  for  the  District  of 
ColuLsbia  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expedi- 
ency (•!  establishing  a  Territorial  Government  for 
said  District. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  SLADE, 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be  directed 
to  communicate  to  this  House  a  statement  shew- 
ing the  \  umber  and  amount  of  invalid  pensions 
which  have  been  relinquished  under  the  pension  aet 
Qf  the  ISih  March,  1818,  and  the  number  of  pen- 
sioners having  thus  relinquished  who  are  now  on 
the  pension  roll,  with  the  annual  amount  of  the  pen- 
sions reli'iqui.«hed  by  them  under  the  said  acL 

On  n.oiionof  Mr.  HALL^ 

Resolied,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office 
and  Post  Roads  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  tbe 
expediency  of  authorizing  the  Postmaster  General 
to  contract  for  carrying  mails  in  steamboats,  pack- 
ets, or  otherwise,  between  the  United  States  and  fo- 
reign countries,  and  also  between  points  without 
the  limits  of  the  United  States,  under  such  r^ola- 
tions  and  restrictions  as  should  be  deemed  neces- 
sary and  proper. 

Mr.  £VI2:RETT  submitted  the  following  leso- 
lution,  which,  under  the  rule,  lies  over  one  day: 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be  directed 
to  lay  before  this  House  a  statement  of  the  numbtt 
of  troops  from  the  hrmy  and  marine  corps,  militia 
and  volunteers,  employed  in  the  Seminole  war 
since  its  commencement,  their  terms  of  service, 
the  number  killed  and  wounded;  and  also  a  state- 
ment ol  the  amount  of  moneys  expended  in  said 
war. 

On  motior  of  Mr.  GRANT, 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Military  Af- 
fairs be  direcrcd  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
repairing  and  rebuilding  Fort  OnUirio,  sitaated  at 
Oswego,  in  fne  State  of  New  York,  and,  wiih  tbe 
view  of  making  such  inquiry,  that  the  said  cooiniit- 
tee  correspond  with  the  Secretary  of  War,  Maj. 
Gen.  Alexander  Macomb,  and  Col  W.  J.  Worth, 
of  the  army,  as  to.  the  probable  expense  of  such  re- 
pa  ir.<,  and  the  importance  of  said  fortification  as  a 
military  post  for  the  protection  of  the  norlheni 
frontier. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  MARVIN, 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Gomm«roe  be 
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instructed  to  ioqniie  into  the  expediency  of  causing 
sttcb  parts  of  lakes  Ontario,  Erie,  St.  Clair,  Haron, 
Michigan  and  Cbamplain,  and  the  bays  contigo- 
099,  aad  the  rivers  and  straits  connected  with  said 
lakes,  to  be^arveyed,  and  accurate  maps  and  charts 
of  snch  surveys  to  be  made,  for  the  security  and 
safety  of  the  navigation  and  commerce  on  said 
raters. 

Oq  motion  of  Mr.  RUSSELL, 

Rfs$lvtdj  Tha  the  Committee  on  Military  Af- 
fairs be  insiracled  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
reboiidiog  the  fortiicatiens  on  Castleten  island,  at 
the  ofldei  on  Lake  Ontario,  in  the  county  of  Je fier- 
sott,  in  the  Slate  of  New  York. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BRONSON, 

Meathtd,  That  the  Committee  on  Invalid  Pen- 
sioiM  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  allowing  a  pension  to  Peter  A.  Myers,  late  a  soj* 
dier  in  the  army  of  the  United  StAtes. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  TAYLOR, 

Rmhid,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Public 
Lands  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  so  altering  the  laws  relating  to  bounty  lands  as 
10  allow  those  entitled  to  them  to  locate  on  any 
pobiic  lands  subject  to  entry  at  private  sale,  or  to 
rtteire  land  scrip  in  lieu  of  bounty  lands. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  ANDREWS, 

Mmlvtd,  That  the  Committee  on  Revolutionary 
FeasioDS  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  propriety 
of  jTraniioga  pension  to  Elizabeth Davidaon,  widow 
of  Joo.  Davidson,  deceased. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  YORKE, 

Beatlvtd,  That  the  Commitie  on  Commerce  be 
iannicied  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  making 
aa  appropriation  for  the  erection  of  a  breakwater 
00  Crow  shoaU,  at  Cape  May  roads,  in  the  Dela- 
ware bay. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  SIBLEY, 

MaUved,  That  the  Committee  on  Commerce  be 
irjur acted  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  esta- 
blishing a  port  of  entry  at  the  mouth  of  Suwannee, 
ID  Florida,  as  requested  by  a  resolution  of  the  Le- 
liilative  Council  of  that  Territory. 

Mr.  LOOMIS  submitted  the  following  resolution, 
vhicb,  under  the  ruie,  lies  over  one  day: 

ReaMvsd,  That  the  following  be  adopted  as  a  part 
ofoDeof  the  standing  rules  of  the  House,  to  be 
added  to  Ike  sixty-first  rule,  *'A]I  appropriation  bills 
for  special  objects,  other  than  private  bills,  shall  be 
by  separate  bill,  for  each  specific  object,  and  ac- 
companied with  a  report,  or  brief  statement  of  the 
particular  reasoas  and  grounds  which  render  such 
appropriation  necessary." 

Do  DouoD  of  Mr.  >70RTHINGT0N, 

JZraofoe^  That  the  Committee  on  Revolutionary 
Claims,  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  propriety 
of  allowing  to  thw  heirs  of  Edward  Parnell  the 
amount  due  on  a  certificate  signed  by  Lord  Butler, 
assistant  deputy  muster  general  of  the  army  of  the 
United  Stales  in  the  Revolutionary  War. 

Oa  mucioB  of  Mr.  EWING, 

Ba^9edy  That  the  Committee  on  Claims,  by  in- 
stnieied  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  abridg- 
iog  its  onerous  duties  by  reviving  such  sections  of 
ibe  act  passed  the  9th  day  of  April  18 16,  entitled  an 
ael  to  authorize  payment  for  property  lost,  captured 
or  destroyed  during  the  last  war,  as  may  be  deemed 
proper,  and  to  embrace  horses  lost,  and  private 
proper^  consumed  by  mounted  rangers,  and  mili- 
tia, and  ▼olontcers  m  the  authorized  campaigns  of 
1611,  previous  to  the  formal  declaration  of  war  in 
1&12;  aJso,  into  the  expediency  of  authorizing  and 
granting  to  the  officers  and  privates,  in  the  service 
of  ihe  Umtcd  fillntes  as  raagecs,  volunleers,  and 
miJiiia,  for  six  months  altogether  from  aad  aOer 
the  date  of  Ihe  order  given  to  iheanny  to  embody 
to  march  to  Tippecanoe,  in  1811,  to  the  end  of 
the  war,  scrip  sufficient  to  enter  a  tract  of  public 
land  each,  apportioned  according  to  rank. 

OnmoUonofMr.  HAL8TBAD, 

MM»oi9ai,  That  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs 
be  instnietied  to  inquire  into  the  propriety  of  pay- 
ing to  William  Fabre  his  share  of  prize  moneyt  as 
one  of  the  sailors  on  board  the  Saratoga,  under 
Commodore  McDonough,  in  the  battle  on  Lake 
ChampUio  of  the  Uih  Sept.  1814. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BIBRNE, 

Re9ol9edj  That  the  Committee  on  Revolutionary 
Ptearlons  be  instructed  to  inq«ke  into  iheaxpedi* 


ency  of  replacing  Wm.  Mead/>,  of  Legan  county, 
Va.  on  the  pension  roll. 

On  motion  of  JAMES  GRAHAM, 

Reiohedf  That  the  Committee  on  Military  Af- 
fairs be  instrncted  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
authorizing  the  militia  to  be  called  into  the  public 
service  for  a  longer  term  than  three  months;  and 
that,  they  extend  the  term  of  service  to  twelve 
months,  if  they  shall  be  so  long  required. 

RtMolvedf  fuiiker.  That  said  committee  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  increasing  the  pay  of  militia 
soldiers  to  eight  dollars  per  month. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  FOSTER, 

EaolvU^  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be 
instructed  to  report  to  this  House  the  amount  of 
money  doe  to  the  (government  from  the  late  de- 
posite  banks  on  account  of  the  public  moneys  on 
depoftiie  with  them  at  the  time  of  their  late  suspen- 
sion of  specie  payments;  specifying  the  name  and 
place  of  business  of  each  such  bank;  the  amount 
doe  from  each,  and  how  secured;  and  when  (by 
the  terms  of  any  agreement)  payments  are  to  be 
made  to  the  (Government. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  PECK, 

Ruohed^  That  the  Committee  on  Revolutionary 
Claims  be  directed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  reporting  a  bill  authorizing  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  to  issue  scrip  to  David- Searle  on  a  Uni- 
ted States  military  land  warrant  for  100  acres  now 
held  by  said  David  Searle  as  the  assignee  of  Jona- 
than Wheelock,  deceased. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CAMBRELENG, 

tUtolotd^  That  the  Committee  on  Revolutionary 
Pensions  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expedi- 
ency of  granting  a  pension  to  Elizabeth  Fitch,  the 
widow  of  a  Revolutionary  soldier. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  DE  GRAFF, 

J2<so/ved,  That  the  Committee  on  Roads  and  Ca- 
nals be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
making  an  appropriation  for  improving  the  navi- 
gation of  the  river  Suwannee,  in  Florida,  in  ac- 
cordance with  a  resolution  of  the  Legislature  of 
said  Territory. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WAGENER, 

Rtsolvtd^  That  the  Committee  on  Military  Af- 
fairs be  instrncted  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
repealing  so  much  of  an  act,  approved  March  3, 
1833,  'Ho  improve  the  condition  of  the  non-com- 
missioned officers  and  privates  of  the  army  and 
marine  corps  of  the  United  States,  and  to  prevent  de- 
sertion,'^ which  authorizes  thefpunishment  of  stripes 
and  lashes  for  that  offence,  and  the  rules  and 
article!^  for  the  government  of  the  armies  of  the 
United  States  which  authorizes  the  infliction  of 
corporal  punishment  by  stripes  or  lashes. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CURTIS, 

JZesofved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be 
directed  to  communicate  to  this  House  a  copy  of 
a  circular  issued  by  the  Comptroller  in  the  year 
1821,  and  which  is  referred  to  by  the  said  Secreta- 
ry in  his  report  to  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
dated  6ih  November,  1838,  in  relation  to  the  de- 
fault of  Samuel  Swartwout,  late  collector  of  the 
customs  of  the  port  of  New  York,  being  the  same 
circular  which,  in  said  report,  is  alleged  to  have 
"  tended  to  remove  or  check  the  colIecl»»r;"  and, 
also,  to  inform  this  House  whether  the  bonds  set 
forth  In  docameat  No.  10,  appended  to  said  report, 
were  included  in  any  return,  bond  account,  or  other 
account  of  said  late  collector,  communicated  by 
him  to  the  Treasury  Department;  and  if  so  included, 
at  which  time  such  letums  or  accounts  were  com- 
municated to  said  Department ;  and,  also,  whether 
three  certain  Treasury  warrants  amounting  in  the 
aggregate  to  thirty-nine  thousand  two  hundred  and 
forty  dollars,  and  five  cents,  received  by  said  col- 
lector during  (he  years  1634  and  1835,  mentioned 
in  paper  No.  15,  annexed  to  said  report,  appear 
in  any  quarterly  or  other  account,  or  return  render- 
ed by  said  collector  to  said  Department ;  and  if  so, 
to  communicate  a  copy  of  such  return  or  account 
to  this  House. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  WORD, 
Resohtd^  That  the  Select  Committee  ou  the 
Public  Lands  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  ex- 
pediency of  so  amending  the  laws  relating  to  the 
disposition  of  the  said  lands,  as  to  restrict  the  sales 
of  the  same  to  bona  fide  settlers  thereon,  and  also 
to  limit  the  purchase  by  the  same  individual  to 


one  section  of  land  at  most,  and  that  said  commit- 
tee report. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  HAMER, 
Re$olvedf  That  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  in- 
creasing t\^e  salary  of  the  judge  of  the  district  of 
Ohio. 
On  motion  of  M^  GARLAND  of  Louisiana, 

RtBolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Private  Land 
Claims  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  providing  by  law  for  the  adjustment  of  all  un- 
settled land  claims  of  the  Baron  Bartross,the  Marquis 
de  Maison  Rouge,  Elisha  Winters  and  others,  Davin- 
port  Bar  and  others,  the  claims  derived  from  the 
Spanish  Govemment,in  that  part  of  Xjouisianaeast  of 
the  Mississippi,  and  the  Island  of  Orleans,  called 
Florida,  whilst  said  Grovernment  was  in  actual 
possession  of  said  Territory,  and  all  other  claims 
that  have  been  presented  to  the  proper  officers,  and 
by  them  recommended  for  confirmation,  or  which 
have  not  been  acted  on  by  said  officers  since  the 
date;  and  that  all  the  documents  on  file  relating  to 
the  same  h6  referred  to  the  said  committee. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  MITCHELL, 

Retolvedj  That  the  Committee  on  Military  Af- 
fairs be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  making  an  appropriation  to  preserve  the  public 
works  at  Fort  Niagara,  in  the  State  of  New  York, 
from  destruction,  and  to  put  the  same  in  complete 
repair. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  GARLAND, 

Reiolvedj  That  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs 
be  mstructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  con- 
structing steam  ships  for  the  naval  service  of  the 
United  States. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BANKS, 

Resolved,  Thai  the  Committee  on  Commerce  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  esta- 
blishing a  port  of  entry  at  the  town  of  Fredericks- 
burg, in  the  State  of  Virginia. 

Mr.  JOHNSON  of  Maryland  submitted  the  fol- 
lowing resolution; 

Reaolved,  That  the  select  committee  on  the  sub- 
ject of  the  national  foundry  and  on  the  public 
lands,  be  allowed  a  committee  clerk,  when,  in  the 
judgment  of  said  committee,  they  may  think  that 
necessary. 

Mr.  PETRIKIN  moved  to  amend  the  resolu- 
tion, by  adding  the  following:  "  who  shall  only  re- 
ceive pay  for  Uie  days  when  actually  in  the  service 
of  the  committee." 

Mr.  JOHNSON  accepted  the  above  as  a  modifi- 
cation of  his  own. 

The  question  was  then  put  upon  the  resolution 
as  modified,  and  rejected. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  PETRIKIN, 

Resohed,  That  the  Conunittee  on  Invalid  Pen- 
sions be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  granting  a  pension  to  Benjamin  V.  Wesley,  of 
Luzerne  county,  Pennsylvania,  who  was  wounded 
at  dueenstown  during  the  late  war  with  Great  Bri- 
tain, and  that  the  papers  on  the  files  of  this  House 
be  referred  to  said  committee. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CHILDS, 

Retolvtd,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office 
and  Post  Roads  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  regulating  the  postage  on  letters  so 
as  to  conform  the  same  to  the  rates  rcconimended 
to  the  last  Congress  by  the  Postmaster  General. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  MORGAN, 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revolutionary 
Pensions  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  so  extending  the  provisions  of  the  act  of 
Congress,  entitled  *'An  act  supplementary  to  the 
act  for  the  relief  of  certain  surviving  officers  and 
soldiers  of  the  Revolution,"  passed  June  7,  1832, 
as  to  provide,  for  the  term  o(  five  years  only,  a 
pension  for  all  such  officers  and  soldiers  of  the 
United  Stales,  and  militia  of  the  States,  as  were 
engaged  in  the  Indian  wars  between  the  years 
1783  and  the  tr?aiy  of  Greenville,  wiih  the  Indians, 
in  the  year  1795. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  GRAY, 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Invalid  Pen- 
sions be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  propriety  of 
granting  William  Steele  a  pension. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  EDWARDS, 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revolutionary 
Pensions  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expedi- 
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eocy  of  increasing  the  pension  of  David  Morse, 
and  that  the  documents  in  support  of  his  claim  be 
referred  to  said  committee. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Clark, 

Resohedj  That  the  Gomnuttee  on  Revolationary 
Pensions  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  propriety 
of  granting  a  pension  to  Frederick  Hopkins,  and 
that  the  papers  on  file  in  rtgard  to  such  application 
be  referred  to  such  committee. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  HUNTER  of  Ohio, 

Resolved,  That  the  papers  in  the  care  of  David 
Cassweil,  James  Thompson,  and  Joseph  Wilson, 
be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revolutionary 
Pensions. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  DUNN, 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Public 
Lands  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  providing  by 
law  for  the  issue  of  land  script  for  the  satisfaction 
of  such  warrants  for  bounty  land  as  have  issued, 
or  may  hereafter  issue,  for  Revolutionary  or  other 
military  services. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  RARIDEN, 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Of&ce 
and  Post  Roads  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  allowing  Thomas  J.  Collins  addi- 
tional compensation  for  transporting  the  mail  on 
route  2521  in  the  year  1837. 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Claims  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  allowing 
Charles  Simpson  compensation  for  property  de- 
stroyed by  the  Indians  in  18^4  whilst  in  treaty  with 
the  United  States. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  HARLAN, 

Risohed,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office 
and  Post  Roads  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  re- 
porting a  bill  to  abolish  postage  on  newspapers  and 
periodical  publications. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  SHIELDS, 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
changing  the  law  relative  to  issuing,  examining, 
and  signing  land  patents,  and  whether  the  duties 
now  performed  by  the  signer  of  patents  may  not  be 
properly  assigned  to  the  Commissioner  Greneral  of 
the  land  office. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  GRAY, 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Invalid  Pen- 
sions be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  propriety  of 
granting  Wm.  Steele  a  pension. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CRABB, 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office 
and  Post  Roads  be  instructed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  establishing  by  law  a  post  route 
direct  from  the  seat  of  Government  of  the  State  of 
Alabama,  by  way  of  the  town  of  Gainesville,  in 
said  State,  to  the  seat  of  Government  of  the  State 
of  Mississippi;  also,  that  the  said  committee  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  establish- 
ing by  law  a  post  route  direct  from  Greensboro,  by 
way  of  Livingston,  in  the  said  State  of  Alabama, 
to  the  seat  oj  Government  of  the  Slate  of  Missis- 
sippi; also,  from  Livingston,  in  the  county  of  Sum- 
ter, through  the  southwestern  par  t  of  said  county, 
the  nearest  and  best  route,  by  way  of  WaBhington 
C.  H.  and  the  Ridge  road,  to  the  city  of  Mobile; 
also,  from  Louisville,  in  Madison  county,  to  Tren- 
ton, in  Jackson  county,  in  the  State  of  Alabama. 

On  mot  ion  of  Mr.  JOHNSON  of  Louisiana, 

Resolved,  That  the  SecreUiry  of  War  report  to 
this  House  the  progress  made  in  the  construction  of 
Fort  Livingston,  at  Grande  Fair,  Louisiana,  the 
sum  expended  in  the  said  work,  the  amount  yet  ap- 
.plicable  to  the  object,  and,  also,  the  causes  which 
have  retarded  the  completion  of  the  said  fortifica- 
tion. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CAMPBELL  of  South  Caro- 
lina, 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revolutionary 
Pensions  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  allowing  a  pension  to  John  Kobb;  and 
that  the  papers  presented  upon  that  subject  at  the 
last  session  of  Congress,  be  again  referred  to  the 
said  committee. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  A.  H.  SHEPPERD, 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revolutionary 
Pensions  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expedien- 
cy of  restoring  William  Cummings.and  Christopher 
Eaton,  of  North  Carolina,  on  the  pension  roll. 

On  motion  of  Mr,  CORWIN, 


Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Public 
Lands  be  instructed  to  inquire  and  report  to  this 
House  what  quantity  of  land,  if  any,  is  due  to  the 
several  townships  in  the  State  of  Ohio,  within  the 
territory  purchased  by  the  United  States,  of  the 
Indian  tribes,  since  the  3d  of  March,  1803;  and 
what  further  kgislation,  if  any,  is  necessary  to  en- 
able said  townships  to  obtain  the  benefit  of  the 
grant  of  said  lands,  as  provided  in  the  act  of  Con- 
gress, approved  March  3,  1803,  entitled  an  act  in 
addition  to,  and  in  modification  of  the  propositions 
contained  in  the  act  entitled  an  act  to  enable  the 
people  of  the  eastern  division  of  the  territory  north- 
west of  the  river  Ohio,to  form  a  constitution'and  State 
Government,  and  for  the  admission  of  such  State 
into  the  Union,  on  an  equal  footing  with  the  origi- 
nal States,  and  for  other  purposes. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  SNYDER, 

Resolved,  That  the  Commissioner  of  the  General 
Land  Office  communicate  to  this  House  the  quan* 
tiiy  of  lands  belonging  to  the  Greneral  Government  in 
that  part  of  the  Edwardsville  and  Kaskaskia  district, 
in  the  State  of  Illinois,  which  comprises  the  Ame- 
rican Bottom  from  Wood  river  to  the  mouth  of 
the  Kaskaakia  river;  also,  the  number  of  years 
said  land  has  been  subject  to  entry. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  W.  B.  CAMPBELL, 

Rtsohed,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Public 
lands  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  satisfying  the  bounty  land  warrants  of  soldiers 
of  the  late  war  either  in  script  or  by  laying  off"  a 
district  of  the  public  lands  fer  the  location  of  such 
warrants 

On  motion  of  Mr.  C.  H.  WILLIAMS, 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  of  Claims  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  allowing 
the  claim  of  Capt.  R.  P.  Neely'^  company  for  addi- 
tional pay,  on  account  of  service  rendered  in  the 
Cherokee  nation,  under  the  orders  of  Major  Gene- 
ral Seott. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CROCKETT, 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  al- 
lowing the  claim  of  George  G.  Allen  against  Pryor 
Frame,  under  the  treaty  of  the  24th  of  May,  1834, 
with  the  Chickasaw  Indians. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  TURNEY, 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  of  Claims  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  paying  to 
Preston  Frazier  the  value  of  a  horse  lost  in  the  ser- 
vice of  the  United  States  in  Florida,  and  that  the 
accompanying  papers  be  referred  to  said  com- 
mi,tee. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CAMPBELL  of  Tenn. 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Claims  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  passing 
a  law  for  the  payment  of  the  stafi'of  Government 
of  the  State  of  Tennessee,  while  engaged  in 
mustering  and  organizing  into  regiments  the  Ten- 
nessee volunteers,  called  into  the  service  of  the 
United  States,  in  the  summer  of  the  year  1838, 
for  the  Cherokee  country. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  HAYNES, 

Resohed,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  oi  in- 
creasing the  compensation  of  the  marshal  of  the 
district  of  Georgia,  as  also  of  amending  the  law 
providing  for  the  resignation  of  the  mat^hal,  so 
as  to  compel  the  deputy  to  act  until  another  mar-> 
shal  is  appointed;  and  in  case  there  be  no  deputy, 
authorizing  other  person  or  persons  to  serve  pro- 
cess, such  service  to  be  affixed  by  affidavif. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CALHOON  of  Kentucky, 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revolutionary 
Pensions  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expedi- 
ency of  increasing  the  pension  of  Thomas  Kin- 
cheloe. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McKENNAN, 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  be  directed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
making  an  appropriation  for  the  erection  of  guard, 
fences  on  the  Cumberland  road  east  of  the  Ohio,  and 
or  refunding  to  the  commissioners  of  Maryland, 
Pennsylvania,  and  Virginia,  the  sums  advanced 
out  of  the  tolls  received,  for  the  completion  of  the 
toll  houses  and  toll-gates  on  the  said  road;  and  also 
for  widening  the  said  road  at  *'Doconard's  Spring," 
on  ths  western  side  of  Laurel  Hill,  in  Fayette  coun- 
ty, Pennsylvania,  and  that  House  Doc.  No.  134, 


dd  session  of  dSth  Congress  be  referred  to  the  said 
committee. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McCLELLAN  of  Te. 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Invalid  Pen- 
sions be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  granting  to  George  Miller  and  John  Steens,  pen- 
sions as  invalids. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  J0NE8  of  Wisconsin, 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be 
directed  to  inquire  into,  and  report  to  this  Hooae, 
the  condition  of  the  banks  in  Wisconsin  Territory; 
to  ascertain  whether  the  said  banks  have  been  put 
in  operation  in  pur.>uance  of  the  acts  of  the  Terri- 
tory chartering  such  b«nks,  and  the  acts  of  Con- 
gress approving,  if  any  were  passed,  and  whether 
the  said  banks  have  or  have  not  violated  the  provi- 
sions of  their  charters,  if  any  were  granted. 

Resolved,  That  the  ^aid  Secretary  also  report  to 
this  House  the  character  of  the  currency  receiyed 
at  the  different  land  offices  in  the  said  Territory,  in 
payment  for  the  public  lands,  and  report  the  names 
of  the  banking  institutions  the  notes  of  which  are 
so  received. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  LYON, 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  making  an 
appropriation  sufficient  to  complete  the  marine  hos- 
pital authorized  to  be  erected  in  the  city  of  Mobile. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CHAPMAN  of  Iowa, 

Resolved,  Thai  the  Committee  on  Roads  and  Ca- 
nals be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expedienoy  of 
making  a  road  from  Dubuque,  in  the  Territory  of 
Iowa,  to  the  Missouri  State  line,  passing  through 
as  many  of  the  county  seaUs  as  practicable,  so  as 
to  terminate  in  the  county  of  Van  Burea.  That 
said  committee  also  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  constructing  acanalfivm  Bloomington,  in  the 
Tenitory  of  Iowa,  to  some  suitable  pomt  on  the 
Red  Cedar  river,  and  of  the  expediency  of 
granting  lands  to  aid  in  the  construction  of  the 
same. 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Pvblic 
Lands  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  reporting  a  bill  granting  to  the  Territory  of  Iowa 
the  quantity  of  land  usually  given  to  the  Territories 
for  the  benefit-of  education.  Also,  a  bill  granting 
the  pre-emption  right  to  the  claimanis  of  lots  in  eei^ 
tain  towns  reserved  from  sale  by  the  act  of  Con- 
gress of  1838. 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Territories 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  re- 
porting a  bill  te  define  the  eastern  boundary  of  the 
Territory  of  Iowa;  a  bill  to  authorize  the  election  of 
judges  of  probate,  sheriffs,  justices  of  the  peace, 
and  county  surveyors,  in  the  Territory  of  Iowa;  nad 
a  bill  to  authorize  the  people  of  said  Territory  to 
form  a  Constitution  and  State  Government,  and  for 
its  admission  into  the  Union. 

Resohed,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Post  OfSee 
and  Post  Roads  he  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  establishing  a  post  route  from  I>a- 
buque,  through  the  counties  of  Jcmes,  Cedar, 
Slaughter,  and  Henry,  to  the  town  of  Keosaoqaay 
in  the  Territory  of  Iowa. 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Pablic 
Lands  be  instnicted  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  granting  to  the  counties  of  Lee,  D^moines, 
Jackson,  and  Dubuque,  in  the  Territory  of  Iowa, 
lands  to  aid  in  the  erection  of  court-houses  and 
jails,  in  lieu  of  lands  sold  by  the  Government. 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  Sute  be  reqaest-- 
ed  to  communicate  to  this  House,  at  as  early  a  pe- 
riod as  possible,  any  report  he  may  have  received 
from  the  commissioners  appointoi  to  survey  and 
run  the  western  boundary  line  of  the  State  of  Mis* 
souri. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CRARY, 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Naval  Afinirs 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  so 
reorganizing  the  Navy  Department  as  to  dispense 
with  the  service  of  the  Board  of  Navy  Commis- 
sioners.   .  ^ 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CASEY, 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Roads  and  Ca- . 
nals  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  making  an  appropriation  for  the  improvexnent 
of  the  navigation  of  the  Oreat  Wabash  river. 

On  inotion  of  Mr.  DOWNING, 

Rc9Qiv^9  That  the  Committee  on  Territories  be 
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ioatnicted  to  ioquire  ihlo  the  expediency  of  making 
an  appropriation  to  enlarge  or  reconstrtict  the  pub- 
lic buildings  for  the  accommodation  of  the  Legis- 
lalive  Iwdy  of  the  Territory  of  Florida. 

On  moilon  of  Mr.  DOWNING, 

Retolved,  That  the  claim  of.  General  Dane  an  L. 
Clinch,  for  forage  and  other  articles  included  in 
his  accoant.  furnished  to  the  troops  and  militia  of 
the  Uoitetl  Stale?,  or  taken  by  them,  be  referred  to 
the  Coniouliee  on  Claims. 

Oa  moUor.  of  Mr.  HARRISON, 

Stsolvedj  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands 
be  iostrocted  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  ced- 
ing to  the  Stale  of  Missouri  such  inundated  and  ^ 
svamp  lands  lying  within  the  said  State  as  have 
nof  been  surveyed,  and  which  have  been  reported 
as  impracticable  to  be  surveyed,  or  as  not  worth 
:iie  expense  of  surveying. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  YELL, 

Raohtdj  That  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs 
be  instructed  to  inquire  if  immediate  legislation  is 
flrcessary  to  carry  into  effect  a  treaty  between  the 
Uoited  States  and  the  Republic  of  Texas,  in  rela* 
tioo  to  the  running  and  establishing  the  line  be- 
tween the  two  Governments,  in  accordance  with 
?aid  treaty;  and  that  the  treaty  of  limits  between 
the  Republic  of  Texas  and  the  United  States,  com- 
moaicated  to  Congress  at  the  beginning  of  the  pre- 
sent session,  be  referred  to  the  sa^ne  committee. 

Mr.  BOND  submitted  the  following,  which,  un- 
dier  the  rules,  lies  ever  odc  day: 

lUsolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be 
diiecied  to  furnish  to  this  House  a  copy  of  the 
qoaiterly  accounts  of  Samuel  Swartwout,  late  Col« 
lector  of  the  port  of  New  York,  in  which  are  in- 
einded  credits  by  said  collector,  for  three  several 
Treasury  warrants,  to  wit:  1834.  August  23,  No. 
9677, 17,637  21;  1835.  May  2,  No.  837,  |21,895  15; 
1835.  June  22,  No.  993,  |9,707  60. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  LEGARE, 

Raolvedy  That  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs, 
to  which  was  referred  the  memorial  of  the  Charles- 
ton Chamber  of  Commerce,  in  relation  to  nautical 
^chooisr,  be  requested  to  take  the  subject  into  con- 
sideration,  and  report  thereon  in  the  course  of  the 


Mr.  MONTGOMERY  submitted  the  following 
resolntioQ,  which,  under  the  rule,  hes  over  one 
clay: 

Eesohedj  That  the  annual  expenditures  of  this 
Govemment  ought  not  to  exceed  fiQeen.  millions  of 
dollars  in  time  of  peace. 

Ret9ivei,  TMt  the  appropriations  to  be  made  by 
the  present  session  of  Congress,  for  the  support  of 
the  Government  for  the  year  1839,  ahonid  not  ex- 
ceed the  sura  of  fifteen  millions  of  dollars,  exclu- 
sive of  the  revenue  derived  from  the  Post  Office  De- 
partment, 

Rtaolvtd^  That  the  Clerk  of  this  House  shall 
hereafter  cause  the  appropriation  bills  to  be  printed 
with  lines  and  figures,  showing  the  amount  con- 
taiaed  in  each  item  of  appropriation,  and  after  their 
second  and  third  reading^  add  up  the  aimount  con- 
tained in  each  bill,  and  keep  the  same  on  his  table 
ready  for  the  examination  of  the  members  of  this 
House,  at  all  times. 

Od  motion  of  Mr.  JOHNSON  of  Virginia, 

tUsohedj  That  the  Clerk  be  instructed  to  dispose 
of  the  damaged  and  useless  stationery  now  on  hand, 
on  the  best  terms  he  can,  either  at  auction  or  in 
exduu^  for  other  stationery. 

Mr.  McKAY  sutHsitted  the  following  resolution, 
whidi,  under  the  rule,  lies  over  one  day: 

Betohftdj  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  in- 
form the  House  whether  the  accounts  of  any,  aud 
if  any,  which,  of  the  public  officers,  whoste  names 
wen  reported  by  him  on  the  17th  of  January  last  as 
de&vUers,  have,  since  that  report  was  made,  been 
settled,  either  in  whole  or  in  part,  specifying  in  each 
case  the  nature  of  the  settlement. 

Mr.  CHAPMAN  submitted  the  following  reso- 
hitioo,  which,  giving  rise  to  debate,  lies  over  one 
day: 

MU$ohed,  That  the  Committee  oh  the  Public 
Lands  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
<tf  amending  the  pre-emption  law  of  the  22d  day  of 
Jonc  last,  so  as  to  extend  its  provisions  to  all  per- 
sons settled  on  public  lands  during  the  year  1835; 


also,  to  dispeuic  with  the  oath  required  to  be  Utken 
under  the  said  law. 

The  SPEAKER  laid  before  the  House  a  com- 
munication from  the  Postmaster  General,  contain- 
ing the  annual  estimates  for  the  year  1839,  which 
was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  KENNEDY  submitted  the  following  pre- 
amble and  resolutions;  which,  under  the  rule,  lie 
over  one  day: 

There  having  been  well-founded  complaints, 
from  divers  quarters,  of  manifold  corrupt  practices 
in  the  holding  of  the  late  elections,  which  corrupt 
practices  are  said  chiefly  to  have  consisted  in  at- 
tempts to  bribe  some  of  the  voters  in  said  elections, 
by  means  both  direct  and  indirect;  in  the  open  and 
active  interference  of  the  officers  and  agents  of  the 
Gleneral  Qovernment  in  the  conduct  of  the  said 
elections;  and  in  the  employment  of  threats,  blows, 
and  riots,  designed  to  prevent  the  lawful  exercise  of 
the  privilege  of  voting: 

And  as  the  preservation  of  the  purity  of  the  elec- 
tive franchise  is  of  the  deepest  concern  to  the  safety 
of  Republican  Government;  and  as  it  is  the  duty  of 
the  National  and  State  Legislatures  to  guard  the 
right  of  suffrage  against  all  improper  influences;  to 
preserve  it  from  all  official  interference;  from 
bribery,  both  open  and  secret;  from  all  practice 
that  have  the  eflect  to  hinder  or  prevent  the  free  and 
fair  expression  of  the  popular  will;  and  as  it  is  the 
especial  duty  of  Congress  to  look  to  "  the  correc- 
tion of  those  abuses  which  have  brought  the  patron- 
age of  the  Federal  Gk)vernment  into  conflict  with 
the  freedom  of  elections:*' 

Therefirty  resolved,  That  a  select  committee,  to 
consist  of  —  members,  be  appointed  by  the  Chair; 
and  that  it  shall  be  their  duty  lo  inquire  into  the  ex- 
istence of  such  abuses  as,  by  common  report,  are 
charged  to  have  been  practised  in  the  exercise  of 
the  elective  franchise  in  various  quarters  of  this 
Union;  and  that,  for  the  purpose  of  this  inquiry, 
said  committee  be  authorized,  if  they  should  deem 
it  necessary,  to  send  for  persons  and  papers. 

Resolved,  That  said  committee  be  iubtructed  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  this  House  adopting 
as  a  rule  of  decision  for  settling  the  validity  of  con- 
tested elections,  some  provision  or  regulation 
which,  with  suitable  limitations,  shall  in  effect  de- 
termine that  actual  bribery  practised  in  any  elec- 
tion for  a  seat  in  this  House  by  the  reported  suc- 
cessful candidate,  or  by  his  friends  or  supporters, 
(the  same  being  clearly  proved  to  have  procured 
for  such  candidate  a  .certain  number  of  votes,) 
shall  vitiate  said  election,  and  be  held  as  conclusive 
ground  for  setting  the  same  aside,  and  for  referring 
it  again  to  the  people:  that  said  committee  be  also 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  this 
House  adopting  as  a  rule  of  decision  in  cases  of 
contested  elections,  some  provision  or  regulation 
wh  ch,  with  suitable  limitations,  shall  in  like  man- 
ner determine  any  election  to  be  void,  and  proper 
to  be  referred  again  to  the  people,  wherein  it  shall 
be  made  to  appear  by  ample  proof  that  a  certain 
number  of  voters  friendly  to  the  successful  candi- 
date in  such  election  shall  have  been  prevented  by 
threats',  blows,  or  riots,  froitt  casting  their  votes  in 
said  election. 

Reaolved,  further,  That  said  committee  be  in- 
structed to  report  a  bill  to  this  House  for  the  reme- 
dying of  all  such  disorders  as  the  experience  of  past 
years  has  shown  to  have  disturbed  or  affected  the 
freedom  and  fairness  of  elections,  the  remedy 
whereof  may  be  within  the  constitntiooal  power  ef 
Congress:  and  that  said  committee  be  especially  di- 
rected to  incorporate  into  said  bill  suitable  provi- 
sions or  clauses,  by  which  it  may  be  enacted  that 
the  salaries  of  all  officers  of  the  General  Govern- 
ment, and  all  stipends,  commissions,  wages,  or 
emoluments,  agreed  to  be  paid  by  the  Government 
to  any  of  the  public  servants  or  agents  appointed 
by  the  Executive,  shall  be  subject  to  the  condition 
that  the  said  officers,  agents,  or  servants  shall  ab- 
stain frotii  the  exercise  of  any  kind  of  interference 
with  the  elections  either  of  the  Federal  Government 
or  State  Governments,  further  than  the  quiet 
and  orderly  castins:  of  their  respective  indi- 
vidual votes,  under  the  penalty  of  forfeiting,  for  a 
specified  period,  one-half  of  their  salanes,  stipends, 
commissions,  or  oiher  compensation  as  aforesaid: 
and  that  every  officer,  agent,  or  servant  of  the  Gene- 


ral Gtoverament  appointed  by  the  Executive  there- 
of, shall  be  rendered  subject  to  the  said  forfeiture, 
who  shall  be  proved,  before  some  competent  judi- 
cial tribunal,  and  upon  the  verdict  of  a  jury,  to 
have  busied  himself  in  any  manner  whatever  in  the- 
ordering,  adjusting,  or  proceediuj^  of  any  public 
meeting  held  with  a  view  to  the  promoting  of  any 
political  election,  or  to  have  attended  such  meeting 
knowing  its  character,  or  to  have  subscribed  any 
sum  of  money  for  the  defraying  of  the  expenses  of 
any  such  election,  or  to  have  attended  at  any  polls 
on  the  day  of  such  election,  and  there  have  employ- 
ed himself  in  procuring  the  voters  or  othtrs  to  vote, 
or  to  have  joined  in  any  processions,  meetings,  or 
assemblages,  got  up  for  purposes  connected  with 
any  such  election. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  submitted  the  following 
joint  resolutions,  which  were  ordered  lo  lie  on  the 
table  and  be  printed  : 

Meselved  by  the  Senate  and  'Howe  of  Hepresenta- 
tives  of  the  United  States  of  America  in  Congress  05- 
sembled,  That  the  President  of  the  United  Slates  be 
requested  to  open  a  correspondence  with  theGk)- 
vernment  of  the  confederacy  of  Central  America 
on  the  subject  of  connecting  the  conynerce  ef  the 
GuLf  of  Mexico  with  that  of  the  Pacific  ocean  by 
means  of  a  railroad  or  canal,  or  both,  and  the  pro- 
priety of  authorizing  the  construction  of  a  railroad 
or  canal  by  the  united  capital  of  the  citizens  of  the 
two  countries. 

Resolved,  That  the  President  be  requested  to  en- 
ter into  treaty  stipulations  with  said  Government, 
providing  suitable  guaranties  for  the  protection  of 
the  interests  of  our  citizens  who  may  invest  capital 
in  the  construction  of  such  railroad  or  canal. 

Resolved^  That  the  President  be  requested  to  de- 
pute some  one  or  more  officers  of  the  engineer 
corps  to  survey  any  route  or  routes,  for  a  railroad 
or  canal  connecting  the  Gulf  and  Pa^^ific  :  Provi- 
ded, said  Government  consent  thereto. 

Mr.  SOUTHGATE  submitted  the  following 
joint  resolution,  which  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table  and  be  printed: 

Resolved  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives 
qfthe  United  States  ofAvMrica  in  Congress  assembled, 
(two-thirds  of  each  House  concurring  therein,) 
That  the  following  amendment  to  the  Constitution 
of  the  United  States  be  submitted  to  the  Legisla- 
tures of  the  several  States,  which,  when  ratified  by 
the  Legislatures  of  three-fourths  of  the  States,  shall 
form  a  part  of  ihe  Constitution  of  the  United  States, 
to  wit; 

That  if  any  officer  of  the  United  Slates  shall  em- 
bezzle, or  in  any  way  convert  to  his  own  use,  the 
money  of  the  United  States  confided  to  his  care,  he 
shall,  on  conviction  thereof  before  any  of  the 
courts  of  the  United  States  by  the  verdict  of  a  jury 
and  the  judgment  of  the  court,  be  declared  for  ever 
thereafter  incapable  of  holding  any  office  of  honor, 
trust,  or  profit,  under  the  United  States,  or  of  exer- 
cising the  right  of  suffrage. 

On  motion,  the  House  then  adjourned  till  Wed- 
nesday, at  12  o'clock. 

Select  Committee  upon  the  subject  of  past  dono' 
tions  ofpvbUc  iands,  quality  surveyed,  plans  for  divid-' 
ingUfOrits  proceeds,  Sfc — Messrs.  Johnson  of  Ma- 
ryland, Daves,  Atrerton,  Cdsbino,  Tillinghast, 
Holt,  Allen  of  Vermont,  Parker,  Avcrigg,  Pot- 
ter, MiLLiGAN,  Robertson  of  Virginia,  Connor, 
Pickens,  Hatnes,  Menepeb,  McClellan  of 
Tennessee,  Hamer,  Johnson  of  Louisiana,  Boon,  . 
Pkentiss,  Snyder,  Lewis,  Harrison,  Yell,  and 
Crart. 


IN  SENATE. 
Weonesdat,  January  d,  1839. 

Mr.  McKEAN  presented  a  memorial  from  227 
*adies  of  Delaware  county,  Pennsylvania,  praying 
the  passage  of  a  law  to  prohibit  the  slave  trade>, 
and  to  abolish  slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia. 
Mr.  K.  said  he  had  been  instructed  to  move  that 
it  be  referred  to  a  Select  Committee,  with  instmc- 
to  report  a  bill  to  that  effect.  / 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CLAY  of  Alabama  the  mo- 
tion to  receive  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  CLAY  of  Kentucky  presented  the  petition 
and  memorial  of  the  New  York  Peace  Society, 
asking  Congress  to  act  as  arbiter  between  France 
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and  Mexico,  and  to  take  measures  for  having  a 
Congress  of  nations,  for  the  parpose  of  forming  an 
international  code  of  laws:  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Foreign  Affairs  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  presented  (he  memorial  of  a 
large  number  of  the  merchants  of  Philadelphia,  re- 
qaesting  Congress  to  establish  Newcastle  as  a  port 
of  entry  ;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committe  on 
Commerce. 

Mr.  B.  also  presented  the  memorial  of  Dr.  John 
Campbell  White,  praying  Congress  by  legislation 
to  correct  an  error  in  his  naturalization  papers; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judi- 
ciary. 

Mr.  B.  also  presented  the  memorial  of  a  number 
of  physicians  residing  in  the  western  part  of  Penn- 
sylvania, asking  that  vaccine  may  be  transmitted 
by  mail  tree  of  postage;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads. 

Mr.  B.  also  presented  the  memorial  of  C.  New- 
bold,  president  of  the  Chesapeake  and  Delaware 
Canal,  aitking  Congress  for  an  appropriation  for 
clearing  out  and  deepening  the  harbors  at  the  out- 
lets at  either  end  of  the  canal;  which  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

Mr.  ROANE  presented  the  memorial  of  the 
Mayor  and  Common  Council  of  Georgetown,  ask- 
ing an  extension  of  time  to  redeem  their  small 
notes;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
District  of  Columbia. 

'  Mr.  R.  also  pre^nted  a  memorial  from  the  same 
authorities,  asking  Congress  to  grant  an  appropria- 
tion to  aid  in  building  the  bridge  across  Rock 
Creek;  which  was  referred  to  the  Gkimmittee  on  the 
District  of  Columbia. 

Mr.  R.  also  presented  the  memorial  of  Jonathan 
Elliot,  praying  for  remission  of  interest  on  the  pur- 
chase money  of  a  lot  bought  from  Government. 

Mr.  LINN  presented  the  petition  of  a  number  of 
the  citizens  of  the  Territory  of  Florida,  praying  for 
the  passage  of  a  law  for  the  adjudication  of  titles 
to  land;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Private  Land  Claims. 

Mr.  CLAY  of  Kentucky  presented  the  petition 
of  Betey  Crosswell  Shetmah,  of  New  York,  asking 
a  pension  for  services  performed  by  her  husband 
in  the  Revolutionary  war;  which  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Pensions. 

Mr.  MORRIS  presented  the  memorial  of 
Richard  Elliot,  praying  for  a  reconsideration  of  the 
memorial  and  documentsTin  his  case  on  the  files  of 
last  session;  which,  on  Mr.  M*8  motion,  were  re- 
committed 10  the  Committee  on  Pensions. 

Mr.  HUBBARD  presented  the  petitien  of  Sarah 
Smith,  of  Vermont;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Pensions. 

Mr.  WALKER,  from  the  the  Cornmittee  on  the 
Public  Lands,  to  which  was  referred  the  bill  for  the 
relief  of  Daniel  B.  Bush,  reported  the  same  without 
amendment. 

Mr.  W.  also,  from  the  same  committee,  to  which 
was  leferred  the  bill  to  authorize  the  selection  of 
lands  for  the  Uaiversity  of  Michigan,  instead  of 
other  lands  heretofore  selected,  reported  the  same 
without  amendment. 

Mr.  FULTON,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Pub- 
lic Lands,  to  which  was  referred  the  bill  to  autho- 
rize the  location  of  pre-emption  certificates  given  by 
the  register  of  the  land  office  at  Batesville,  Ark. 
under  act  of  May  26, 1824,  on  any  public  lands  in 
the  Stale  of  Arkansas,  reported  the  saihe  without 
amendment. 

Mr.  F.  also,  from  the  same  committee,  to  which 
was  referred  the  bill  to  authorize  inhabitants  of 
township  8  N.  range  32  W.  in  Arkansas,  to  enter 
a  section  of  land  upon  surrender  of  the  sixteenth 
section  for  military  purposes,  reported  the  same 
without  amendment. 

Mr.  F.  also,  from  the  5ame  committee,  to  which 
was  referred  the  bill  to  set  apart  a  belt  of  land  on 
the  borders  of  Missouri  and  Arkansas,  for  the 
purpose  of  bounty  lands  to  such  volunteers  as  may 
serve  in  defence  of  the  frontier,  reported  the  same 
with  an  amendment. 

Mr.  TIPTON,  from  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs,  td  which  was  referred  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  J.  and  W.  Beeson  and  others,  reported  the  same 
without  amendment. 

Mr.  LINN,  from  the  Committee  on  Private 


Land  Claims,  to  which  was  referred  the  bill  sup- 
plementary to  an  act,  entitled  An  act  to  amend 
an  act  under  the  14ih  article  of  the  treaty  with  the 
Choctaws  of  1830,  reported  a  substitute  for  the  bill. 

Mr.  MOUTON,  on  leave,  and  in  pursuance  of 
notice  given,  introduced  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the 
heirs  of  Madam  De  Lus»er,  and  their  legal  repre- 
sentatives; which  was  read  twice,  and  referred. 

Mr.  WALL,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Judici- 
ary, to  which  was  referred  the  bill  for  the  relief  of 
the  heirs  of  Francis  Newman,  latn  collector  of  in- 
ternal revenue  and  direct  taxes  in  Maryland,  re- 
ported the  same  without  amendment. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS,  from  the  Comihitlec  on  Pen- 
sions, to  which  was  referred  the  memorial  of  Briga- 
dier General  John  R.  Fenwick,  made  an  adverse 
report  thereon., 

Mr.  PIERCE,  from  the  Committee  on  Pensions, 
to  which  was  referred  the  petition  and  papers  of 
John  S.  Billings,  introduced  a  bill  fur  his  re- 
lief; which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  a  second 
reading. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  SPENCE,  the  memorial  of 
George  McCall,  on  the  files  of  the  last  session,  were 
again  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pensions. 

Mr.  LINN,  on  leave,  and  in  pursuance  of  notice 
given,  introduced  a  bill  creating  a  new  land  district 
in  the  State  of  Missouri,  and  alterisg  the  boundary 
of  the  western  and  southwestern  land  districts  in 
the  same  State;  which  was  read  twice,  and,  with 
the  documents  relating  thereto,  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  L.  gave  notice  that  to-morrow  he  would  ask 
leatre  to  introduce  a  bill  to  establish  a  port  of  entry 
at  Fort  Independence,  Missouri,  and  to  allow  a 
drawback  on  such  merchandise  asisnsed  in  the  In- 
pian  trade,  and  the  trade  with  the  internal  provin- 
ces of  Mexico. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CLAY  of  Alabama, 

Resolved^  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be  directed 
to  inform  the  Senate  at  what  time  the  claims  of  the 
volunteers  from  the  State  of  Alabama  for  horses 
lost  in  the  service  of  the  United  States  in  the  late 
campaign  against  the  Seminole  Indians,  will  be 
examined  and  settled  under  existing  regulations, 
and  whether  any,  and  what,  further  provisions  are, 
in  his  opinion,  necessary  to  a  prompt  and  just  set- 
tlement of  said  claims. 

On  mofion  of  Mr.  WALL, 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Commerce  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  eipediency  of  making 
an  appropriation  for  Jhe  removal  of  certain  ob- 
structions in  the  navigation  of  Newark  bay  and 
the  river  Passaic,  in  the  State  of  New  Jersey. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  W.  the  resolutions  of  ihe  Com- 
mon Council  ( f  Newark  on  the  foregoing  subject 
were  referred  to  ths  same  committee. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  MERRICK, 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be 
directed  to  report  to  the  Senate  the  quantity  of  pub- 
lic lands  sold  since  the  30th  September,  1837, 
which  had  at  the  time  of  sale  been  subject  to  entry 
for  five  or  more  years  prior  to  ••uch  sale,  designa- 
ting between  the  several  quantities  of  land  which 
had,  at  the  time  of  the  sale  thereof,  been  subject  to 
private  entry  for  five,  ten,  fifteen,  and  twenty,  or 
more  years;  and  and  also  designating  the  State  or 
Territory,  in  which  each  description  of  land  so 
sold  is  situated. 

Also,  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be  di-. 
reeled  to  report  the  number  of  land  offices  now  ex-* 
Isting  under  the  authority  of  the  United  Stales— 

On  motion  of  Mr.  LINN, 

Re$9lved,  That  the  Select  Committee  on  the  Ore- 
gon Territory  be  instmeted  to  inquire  into  the  ex- 
pediency of  extending  the  laws  of  the  United  States 
over  said  Territory. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  PULTON, 

Hetolvedy  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be  instruct- 
ed to  report  to  the  Senate  all  the  information  in  the 
possession  of  the  War  Department,  in  relation  to 
the  present  situation  of  the  Memphis  road,  and 
what  further  appropriation  will  be  necessary  to 
complete  the  same. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  TIPTON, 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Military  Af- 
fairs be  instructed  to  inquire  mto  the  expediency  of 
compensating  Hiram  H.  Lewis  and  William  T. 


Lewis  for  two  horses  lost  by  them  while  in  the  mi- 
litary service  of  the  United  States. 

The  documents  relating  to  the  above  wet«  also, 
on  Mr.  T*s.  motion  referred  to  the  same  com- 
mittee. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BENTON, 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Military  Af- 
fairs be  instructed  to  inquiie  int«  the  expediency  of 
making  payment  and  compensation  to  Colonel  A. 
G.  Morgan  of  Missouri,  for  military  scrvioei  ia 
Florida,  and  forrai'^ing  troops  for  service  in  that 
Territory. 

On  Mr.  B*S.  motion  the  papers  relating  to  the 
foregoing  were  referred  to  the  same  committee. 

Mr.  SMITH  of  Indiana  offered  the  following, 
which  was  agreed  to: 

Resdvtdy  That  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
making  an  appropriation  to  compensate  and  pay 
the  militia  who  were  called  out  by  authority  of  the 
Indian  agent  at  Logansport,  Indiana,  in  the  year 
1836,  to  suppress  a  threatened  riot  at  the  paymeat 
of  the  annuity  at  that  place,  and  that  the  papers  re- 
lative to  the  same,  on  the  files  of  the  Senate,  be  re- 
ferred to  said  committee. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS  of  Mississippi,  on  leave,  and 
in  pursuance  of  notice  given,  introduced  a  bill  for 
the  relief  of  Alvarez  Fisk,  and  the  legal  representa- 
tives of  Thomas  P.  Eskridge;  which  was  read  twice, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  BRNTON,  from  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs,  to  which  had  been  referred  the  message  of 
the  President  on  the  subject  of  the  Pea  Patch 
island,  in  the  river  Delaware,  reported  a  joiat  reso- 
lution authorizing  the  purchase  thereof;  which  was 
read,  and  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  B.  also,  from  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs,  to  which  was  referred  the  memorial  of  the 
widow  of  Lieut  Col.  Thompson,  who  was  killed 
in  battle  with  the  Seminole  Indians,  requested  that 
the  committee  might  be  discharged  from  the  con- 
sideration thereof,  and  that  it  be  referred  to  tbe 
Committee  on  Pensions;  which  was  agreed  to. 

The  resolution  offered  yesterday  by  Mr.  YOUNG, 
calling  for  information  on  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  was  taken  up  for  consideration. 

Mr.  YOUNG  stated  that  this  resolution  was  si- 
milar to  one  which  had  been  offered  at  the  last  ses- 
sion, and  to  which  he  was  not  aware  there  had 
been  any  answer  received.  He  had  been  inform- 
ed, however,  that  information  had  already  been 
collected,  and  would  shortly  be  presented  to  the 
Senate,  which  would  rendar  unnecessary  a  part  of 
the  resolution,  and  he  therefore  proposed  to  substi- 
tute the  following  for  it. 

Resolved,  Thzt  the  Secretary  of  tbe  Treasury  be 
required  to  report  to  the  Senate,  in  addition  to  the 
information  called  for  by  the  resolution  of  Febraa* 
ry  15, 1838,  in  relation  to  public  defaulters,  all  de- 
falcations which  have  since  occurred  (with  the  ex- 
ception of  the  case  of  Samuel  Swartwont,  late  <x)l* 
lector  of  the  port  of  New  York)  and  the  names  of 
the  securities  in  each  case  ;  the  su.<pended  and  re- 
jected items  of  credit  claimed  by  such  defaulters ; 
the  reasons  why  the  same  have  not  been  passed 
to  their  credit ;  the  measure,  if  any,  adopted,  ia 
each  case,  to  enforce  payment,  and  the'^probability 
of  ultimate  indemnity  to  the  United  States. 

The  bill  to  relinquish  to  the  State  of  Mississippi 
the  2  per  cent,  fond  accruing  on  her  admission  to 
the  Union,  was  read  a  third  lime,  and  passed. 

Mr.  BENTON  gave  notice  that  he  wonid^  it 
the  course  of  a  few  days,  ask  leave  to  introduce  a 
bill  for  the  payment  of  the  Missouri  volnnteeri. 

Also,  a  bill  to  repeal  thie  duty  on  salt  and  tbe 
fishing  bounties  dependent  thereon. 

The  bill  to  graduate  and  reduce  the  price  of  th« 
publiclands,  was  taken  np  as  tbe  spoci^  ordeTi 
when 

Mr.  CLAY  of  Kentucky  offered  a  resolution  to 
refer  it  back  to  the  Committee  on  the  PnbUcLandii 
with  instructions  to  that  committee  so  to  amend  it 
as  to  restrict  its  benefits  to  actual  settlers. 

An  animated  discussion  ensued,  in  which  Messrs. 
CLAY  of  Kentucky,  WALKER,  CLAY  of  Ala- 
bama, BENTON  and  MERRICK  participated. 

Th«  Senate  adjourned  before  the  question  wa4 
taken  on  Mr.  CLA Y13  proposition.  ' ' 
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Mr.  ADAMS  moyed  that  the  journal  be  correct- 
ed, so  as  to  enter  thereon  the  reqaesl  made  by  him 
on  Monday,  lo  tike  ap  and  consider  his  resolutions 
calling  opon  the  President  of  the  United  States  for 
certain  information  in  relation  to  the  controrersy 
between  onr  Ministerto  Englao'dand  Daniel  O^Con- 
ndJ;  and  also  that  he  sent  to  the  clerk's  table,  to 
be  read,  a  letter,  threatening  him  with  assassina- 
lion,  and  that  the  said  motion  was  rejected. 

Mr.  LEWIS,  in  reference  to  that  letter,  said  he 
was  satisfied  it  was  a  quiz,  and  was  purely  ficti- 
tioQs,  for  no  individual  of  that  name  was  known  in 
Alabama. 

Mr.  ROBERTSON  bore  testimony  to  the  same 
fact. 

Mr.  ADAMS  respected  the  motives  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Alabama  in  vindicating  the  people  of 
his  &ate;  but  M.  A.  could  not  consider  a  threat  of 
assassination,  wbeiher  true  or  false,  as  a  quiz,  un- 
less treason  be  a  quiz,  or  murder  be  a  quiz,  or  fox^ 
grry  be  a  quiz. 

Mr.  A.  was  here  called  to  order. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  A.  was  rejected — ayes  70, 
noes  87. 

Mc  A.  inqnired  if  this  motion  woald  be  entered 
on  the  journal. 

The  CHAIR  said  it  would. 

Mr.  HATNES  asked  leave  to  move  that  the 
House  go  again  into  committee  on  the  Presidents 
lunag<&. 

Objection  being  made, 

Mr.  H.  moved  a  suspension  of  the  rules:  lost. 

Mr.  CnSHMAN  asked  leave  of  the  House  to 
make  a  statement  in  reference  to  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury. 

Objection  being  made,  Mr.  C.  moved  a  suspen- 
sion o(  the  rules,  assuring  the  House  that  he  would 
not  occupy  two  minutes.  The  rules  were  suspend- 
ed—^yes  114,  noes  38. 

Mr.  C.  expressed  his  acknowledgments  to  the 
House,  and^said  he  would  not  trespass  upon  its  pa- 
tience so  long  as  it  had  taken  to  decide  the  ques- 
lioa.  All  he  wished  to  say  was  this:  that  on  Mon- 
day a  resolution  was  offered  by  a  gentleman  from 
Yiiginla,  [Mr.  Wisx,]  pr^osing  to  raise  a  seltct 
committee  to  investigati^neconduct  of  theSecre- 
taiy  of  the  Treasury,  and  to  inquire  whether  they 
can  find  safficient  evidence  upon  which  to  found 
articles  of  impeachment  against  him;  and  this 
committee  was  proposed  to  be  chosen  by  ballot. 
Mr.  C.  at  the  time  objected  to  the  then  considera- 
tion of  the  resolution,  not  because  he  was  opposed 
u>  investigation — far  from  it;  and  he  knew  at  the 
time  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  would  solicit 
an  investigation  whenever  the  House  desired  to 
have  it]  and  he  would  say  now  that  if  the  gentle- 
man wonld  so .  modify  his  resolution  that  the  com- 
miuee  should  be  raised  forthwith  in  the  usual  way, 
Mr.  C.  wonld  withdraw  his  pfoposition.  He  was 
farther  authorized  to  say,  that  so  anxious  and  so 
desirous  was  that  distio-oished  officer  of  the  Go- 
vemmeot,  to  have  an  investigation  into  the  whole 
of  he  official  conduct,  that  Mr.  C.  would  now  say 
that  he  would  not  interpose  an  objection  to  raising 
the  commiuee  if  it  was  done  in  a  reasonable  time. 

Mr.  MENEFEE  called  the  g^Ueman  lo  order. 
He  had  leave  to  make  a  statement,  and  he  was 
making  an  arcument. 

Mr.  CUSHMAN.  I  have  done. 

Mr.  PRENTISS  of  Mississippi  inquired  if  the 
gentleman's  argument  was  a  subject  of  reply. 
(Cries  of  order.)  I  ask  leave  tben  to  make  a  state- 
menti 

Objection  being  made,  Mr.  P.  moved  a  suspen- 
swn  of  the  rules,  on  which  motion, 

Iff.  WIIXIAMS  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays; 
which  being  ordered,  were  97  to  97,  not  two-thirds. 

YEAS— Messrs.  Adams,  Heman  Allen,  John 
W.  AlIiaD,  Aycriig,  Bell,  Riddle,  Bond,  Borden, 
juGhaaan,  Wm.  6.  Calhoun,  John  Calhoon,  W. 
B. Campbell,  Carter,  Chambers, 'Cheatham,  Childs, 
C3ark,  Clowney,  Cor  win,  Crabb,  Cranston,  Crock- 
elt,  Curtis^  Cnshing,  Darlington,  Deberry,  Everett, 
Ewiog,  Richard  Fletcher,  Foster,  Rice  Garland, 
Qiddii^ss^  Qoode,.  James  Qraham,  Wm.  Graham, 
Grantland,  Graves, Grennell,  Hal),  Halstead,  Har- 
pcTy  Hawetp  Henry,  Hoffman,  Robert  M.  T.  Hun- 


ter, Jabez  Jackson,  Jenifer,  Henry  Johnson,  Wm. 
Cost  Johnson,  Kennedy,  Lyon,  Samscn  Mason, 
Maury,  May,  Maxwell,  McKennan,  Menefee, 
Milligan,  Mitchell,  Mathias  Morris,  Calvary  Mor- 
ris, Naylor,  Noyes,  Pearce,  Peck,  Pope,  Sergeant 
S.  Prentiss,  Rariden,  Randolph,  Reed,  Ridgway, 
Edward  Robinson,  Rumsey,  Russell,  Saltonstall, 
Augustine  H.  Sheppcrd,  Shields,  Sibley,  Slade» 
Smith,  Southgate,  Stanly,  Stuart,  Siratton,  Talia- 
fcrn»,  Thompson,  Tilhnghast,  Toland,  Under- 
wood, Alberts.  White,  John  White,  Lewis  Wil- 
liams,  Sherrod  Williams,  C.  H.  Williams,  Wise, 
Word,  and  Yorke— 97. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Anderson,  Andrews,  Aiherton, 
Banks,  Beatty,  Beers,  Beime,  Bicknell^  Birdsall, 
Boon,  Bouldin,  Briggs,  Brodhead,  Bronson,  John 
Campbell,  Casey,  Chapman,  Coles,  Connor,  Craig, 
Crary,  Cushman,  Dawson,  Da  vee,  De  Graff,  Drom- 
goole,  Duncan,  Dunn,  Edwards,  Elmore,  Evans, 
Farrington,  Isaac  Fletcher,  Fry,  Gallup,  Grant, 
Gray,  Griffin,  Hammond,  Hamer,  Haynes,  Holt, 
Howard,  Hubley,  Thomas  B.  Jackson,  Joseph 
Johnson,  Nathaniel  Jones,  Keim,  Eemble,  Klin- 
gensmith,  Legare,  Leadbetter)  Lewis,  Logan, 
Loom  is,  James  M.  Mason,  Martin,  McKay,  Ro- 
bert McClellan,  Abraham  McClellan,  McClure, 
Miller,  Montgomery,  Moore,  Morgan,  Samuel  W. 
Morris,  Murray,  Noble,  Parmenter,  Parris,  Payn- 
tcr,  Petriken,  Plomtr,  Potts,  Pratt,  Reily,  Reochei, 
Rives,  John  Robertson,  Sheffer,  Sheplor,  Snyder, 
Spencer,  Sweaiingen,  Taylor,  Tims,  Toucey,  Tur- 
ney.  Vail,  Vanderveer,  Wagener,  Webster,  Tho- 
mas T.  Whittlesey,  Jared  W.  Williams,  Joseph  L. 
Williams,  Wonhingion,  and  Yell — 97. 

Mr.  WISE  stated  that  he  was  not  present 
when  the  gentleman  from  New  Hampshire  made 
his  statement;  and  as  he  also  wished  to  make  one, 
he  asked  of  the  House  a  similar  indulgence  for  a 
very  short  time. 

Objection  being  made, 

Mr.  W.  moved  a  suspension  of  the  rules,  and  de- 
manded the  yeas  and  nays;  which  were  ordered. 

Mr.  PICKENS  begged  leave  to  say  that  he 
voted  against  the  request  of  the  gentleman  from 
New  Hampshire,  and  he  could  not  now  vote  in  any 
other  way. 

Mr.  WISE  notified  the  House  that  his  object 
was  to  make  an  inquiry  as  well  as  a  statement.  He 
wanted  to  know  whether  the  statement  made  by 
Mr.  CosHMAN  was  by  auUiority  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and  the  House  re- 
fused Mr.  WisE*s  request — ^yeas  90,  nays  89;  the 
motion  requiring  two-thirds. 

YEAS— Messrs.  Adams,  John  W.  Allen,  Ay- 
crigg,  Biddle,  Bond,  Borden,  Buchanan,  John  Cal- 
hoon, Wm.  B.  Campbell,  Carter,  Chambers, 
Childs,  Clark,  Corwin,  Crabb,  Cranston,  Crockett, 
Curtis,  Cushing,  Darlington,  Davies,  Deberry, 
Everett,  Richard  Fletcher,  Foster,  Rice  Garland, 
Giddings,  GK)ode,  James  Graham,  Wm.  Graham, 
Grantland,  Graves,  Grcnnell,  Harlan,  Harper, 
Hastings,  Hawes,  Henry,  Herod,  Hoffman,  Robt. 
M.  T.  Hunter,  Jabez  Jackson,  Wm.  Cost  Johnson, 
Kennedy,  Legare,  Lyon,  Samson  Mason,  Maury, 
May,  McKennan,  Mitligan,  Mathias  Morris,  Cal- 
vary Morris,  Naylor,  Noyes,  Pearce,  Peck,  Pope, 
Pratt,  Putnam,  Rariden,  Randolph,  Reed,  Rancher, 
Ridgway,  J.  Robertson,  E.  Robinson,  Rumsey, 
Russell,  Saltonstall,  Augustine  H.  Shepperd,  Chas. 
Shepard,  Sibley,  Slade,  Smith,  Southgate,  Stanly, 
Stuart,  Taliaferro,  Tillinghast,  Toland,  Under- 
wood, Albert  S.  White,  John  White,  Lewis  Wil- 
liams. Sherrod  Williams,  C.  H.  Williams,  Wise, 
Word,  and  Yorke— 90. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Andrews,  Atherton,  Banks, 
Beatty,  Beers,  Beirne,  Bicknell,  Birdsall,  Boon, 
Bouldin,  Briggs,  Brodhead,  Bronson,  John  Camp- 
bell, Casey,  Chapman,  Clowney,  Coles,  Connor, 
Craig,  Crary,  Cushman,  Dawson,  DeGraff,Drom- 
goole,  Dunn,  Edwards,  Evans,  Farrington,  Isaac 
Fletcher,  Fry,  Gallup,  Qrani,Gray,  Haley,  Hamer, 
Haynts,  Holsey,  Holt,  Howard,  Hubley,  Ingham, 
Thomas  B.  Jaakson,  Joseph  Johnson,  Nathaniel 
Jones,  Keim,  Kemble,  Klingensmiih,  Leadbetter, 
LeM  is,  Logan,  Loomis,  James  M.  Mason,  Martin, 
McKay,  Robert  McClellan',  Abraham  McClel- 
lan, McClore,  Miller,  Moore,  Morgan,  Murray, 
Noble,  Palmer,  Parmenter,  Parris,  Paynter,  Petri- 


kin,  Pickens,  Potts,  John  H.  Prentiss,  Reily,  Shef- 
fer, Sheplor,  Snyder,  Spencer,  Swcaringen,  Taylor, 
Thomas,  Titus,  Toucey,  Turney,  Vail,  Wagener, 
Webster,  Jared  W.  Williams,  Worthington,  and 
YeU— 89. 

Reports  from  committees  were  then  called  for. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG,  from  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means,  reported  a  resolution,  which 
was  concurred  in,  that  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  be  discharged  from  the  further  consideration 
of  sundry  estimates  for  new  appropriations,  and 
that  th<*y  be  referred  to  the  proper  committees. 

Mi.  ^CHAMBERS,  from  the  Commiuee  of 
Claims,  reported,  without  amendment,  Senate  bill 
for  the  relief  of  William  East. 

Also,  Senate  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  corporate 
authorities  of  the  city  of  Mobile,  with  a  recommen- 
dation that  it  do  not  pass. 

Mr.  RUSSELL,  from  the  same  committee,  re- 
ported a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representa- 
tives of  Nimrod  Farrow  and  Richard  Harris. 

Mr.  DARLINGTON,  from  the  same  committee, 
reported  a  bill  A)r  the  relief  of  the  legal  heirs  of 
David  and  James  Wilkinson. 

Mr.  CHAMBERS,  from  the-  Committee  of 
Claims,  made  an  unfavorable  report  on  the  peti- 
tion of  John  Peebles:  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  RUSSELL,  from  the  same  committee,  made 
unfavorable  reports  in  the  cases  of  Isaac  Bell,  Jno. 
H.  Robinson,  Geoi^e  Ash,  and  Alexander  Hum- 
phreys; which  were  severally  laid  on  the  table* 

On  motion  of  Mr.  RUSSELL,  the  Committee  of 
Claims  was  discharged  from  the  further  considera- 
tion of  the  memorial  of  Thomas  ap  Cate&by  Jones, 
asking  remuneration  of  expenses  incurred  on  ac- 
count of  the  South  Sea  Exploring  Expedition;  and 
the  same  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs. 

Mr.  STUART,  from  the  same  committee, 
made  an  unfavorable  report  on  the  petition  of 
Benedict  J.  Heard;  which  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS,  from  the  same  committee, 
made  adverse  reports  on  the  petitions  of  the  execu' 
tors  of  John  Donnfell,  deceased;  the  petitions  of 
Hiram  Murphy,  Robert  Davis,  Jonathan  Davis, 
Daniel  Hines,  and  John  Metcalf;  which  were  seve> 
rally  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  and  be  printed. 

Mr.  SALTONSTALL,  from  the  same  commit- 
tee, made  unfavorable  reports  on  the  petitions  of 
Catharine  Beard,  J.  L.  MilUgan,  Ephraim  Meniss^ 
Lyman  King,  William  H.  Williams^  Joel  Martin, 
and  David  Bartlettt  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  and 
be  printed. 

Mr.  CHAPMAN,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Public  Lands,  reported  without  amendment  Senate 
bill  to  establish  an  additional  land  district  in  the 
Sute  of  Alabama. 

Mr.  WORD,  from  the  same  committee,  reported 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  and  legal  represen- 
tatives of  John  Tremble,  sen.  deceased. 

Mr.  W.  also,  from  the  same  committee,  made 
unfavorable  reports  on  the  petitions  of  the  citizens 
of  the  State  of  Missouri,  praying  pre«emption  upon 
certain  inundated  lands  in  that  State,  and  that  they 
may  be  permitted  to  drain  the  same.  Also,  on  the 
petitions  of  Samuel  Davis,  William  Brown,  and 
Martin  H.  Arthur.  Also,  on  the  petitions  of  Jas. 
Alexander  Clark,  Charles  McPhersoii  and  others, 
and  David  Bagerly:  laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

Mr.  GARLAND  of  Louisiana  moved  that  the 
vote  on  laying  on  the  table  the  untavorable  report 
of  the  petition  of  David  Bagerly,  praying  the  build- 
ing of  a  levee  on  the  south  side  of  the  Red  river  be 
reconsidered:  carried. 

Mr.  G.  then  moved  that  the  same  be  referred 
back  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands,  with  in- 
structions to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  making 
appropriation  for  estimates  and  surveys  and  the 
cost  thereof,  which  was  agreed  to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Casey,  the  Committee  on  the 
Public  Lands  was  discharged  from  the  further 
consideration  of  the  petition  of  the  citizens 
of  the  Slate  of  Illinois,  praying  a  grant  of  land  to 
construjct  roads,  &c.;  and  the  same  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Roads  and  Canals. 

Mr.  MARTIN,  from  the  Coinmittee  on  the  Ju- 
diciary, reported  a  bill  to  amend  ihe  act  to  reor- 
•  ganise  the  circuit  court  -of  the  northern  district  of 
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Mississippi ;  which  was  ordered  to  be  '  engrossed 
for  a  third  reading  to-day. 

Mr.  COR  WIN,  from  the  same  committee,  re- 
ported without  amendment,  Senate  bill  entitled 
an  act  to  amend  an  act  entitled  '*  An  act  more  ef- 
fectaally  to  provide  for  the  punishment  of  certain 
crimes  against  the  United  States,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses." 

Mr.  CRATG,  from  the  Committee  on  Revolu- 
tionary Claims,  reported  a  bill  to  authorize  the 
payment  of  seven  years*  half-pay,  due  on  account 
of  the  revolutionary  services  of  Thomas  Knowiton. 

Mr.  TALIAFERRO,  from  the  same  committee, 
reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  Jona- 
than Dye:  also  a  bill  allowing  seven  years*  half-pay 
to  the  heirs  of  David  Gould. 

Mr.  MAY,  from  the  Committee  on  Private  Land 
Claims,  reported  a  resolution  authorizing  that  com- 
mittee to  employ  a  clerk;  which  was  rejected  by — 
yeas  49,  nays  82. 

Also,  a  joint  resolution  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs 
of  John  Brown,  deceased;  which  was  ordered  to  be 
en;*ro5sed  for  a  third  reading  to-day. 

Mr.  EVERETT,  from  the  Committee  on  Indian 
Affairs,  made  an  unfavorable  report  on  the  peti- 
tion of  Nathaniel  Taylor;  which  was  laid  on  the 
table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  HOWARD,  the  Chair  was 
authorized  to  fill  the  vacancy  on  the  Com  ittee  on 
Foreign  Affairs. 

Mr.  MORGAN,  from  the  Committee  on  Revolu- 
tionary Pensions,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 
John  Smith. 

Also,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Samuel  EJgecomb. 

Mr.  WHITTLESEY,  from  the  same  committee, 
reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Ichabod  Beardsley. 

Also,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  S.  Barnes;  and 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Elizabeth  French.      . 

Mr.  JOHNSON  of  Virginia,  from  the  same  com- 
mittee, reported  a  bill  granting  a  pension  to  Wil- 
liam Ford. 

Also,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Glasson. 

Also,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Samuel  Parsons. 

Mr.  CHILDS,  from  the  same  committee,  re- 
ported a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Patrick  Allen. 

Mr.  EWING,  from  the  Committee  on  Invalid 
Pensions,  reported  a  bill  granting  a  pension  to  Wil- 
liam Smith. 

Also,  a  bill  grantiag  a  pension  to  William  Fitz- 
gerald. 
.  Also,  a  bill  granting  a  pension  to  Eunice  San- 
ders. 

Also,  a  bill  granting  a  pension  to  Mai  tha  Strong. 

Also,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  Charles 
Fitzgerald. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS  of  Kentucky,  from  the  same 
committee,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Elijah 
Blodget. 

Also,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  Collins. 

Al50,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Samuel  M.  Ashbury. 

Also,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  James  Fleming. 

Mr.  TAYLOR,  from  the  same  committee,  re- 
ported a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Bradbury  Jepson; 
which  was  ordered  to  a  third  reading,  engrossed, 
and  read  a  third  lime,  and  passed. 

Mr.  ALLEN  of  Vermont,  from  the  same  com- 
mittee, reported  the  following: 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Robert  Whitlett. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Miron  Chapin. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Jared  Winslow. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Nathaniel  Davis. 
.    A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Isaac  Jusiis. 

Mr.  HEROD,  from  thesame  committee,  reported 
the  following: 

A  bill  lor  the  relief  of  Josiah  Parker. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Isaac  Boyd. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Levi  M.  Roberts. 

Mr.  PLUMER,  from  the  same  committee,  re- 
ported a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Gideon  Sheldon. 

Mr.  FLETCHER,  of  Vermont,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Patents,  reported,  without  amendment. 
Senate  bill  for  the  relief  of  Erastus  Fairbanks  and 
Thaddeus  Fairbanks. 

Also,  without  amendment,  Senate  bill  for  the  re- 
lief of  Eiisha  Town. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  HAYNES,  the  House  then 
weat  into  committee  on  the  President's  annual  mes- 
sage, Mr.  Adams  in  the  Chair. 

The  question  was  on  the  scries  of  resolutions 


moved  by  Mr.  Haynes  to  distribute  the  various 
portions  of  the  message  among  the  appropriate 
committees. 

Mr.  CUSHMAN,  who  was  entitled  to  the  floor, 
addressed  the  House  for  some  time  in  reply  to 
Messrs.  WISE  and  PRENTISS. 

Mr.  DUNCAN  then  obtaining  the  floor,  on  his 
motion,  the  committee  rose  and  reported. 

The  SPEAKER  laid  before  the  House  a  state- 
ment of  the  number  and  compensation  of  the  clerks 
in  the  Post  Office  Department.  • 

On  motion  of  Mr,  CONNOR,  l|iid  on  the  table. 

On  motion, 

The  House  adjourned. 


IN  SENATE, 
Tbursdat,  January  3,  1838. 

Mr.  WHITE  of  Tennessee  appeared  in  his  place 
in  the  Senate. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  MORRIS, 

Orderedf  That  the  petition  of  Mrs.  Bateman, 
the  widow  of  the  first  man  killed  in  the  war  of  the 
Revolution,  praying  for^  pension,  and  the  papers 
of  William  B.  Worden  on  the  same  subject,  be 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pensions. 

Mr.  McKEAN  presented  a  memorial  praying 
for  the  abolition  «f  slavery  and  the  slave  trade  in 
the  District  of  Columbia. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WILLIAMS  of  Mississippi, 
the  motion  to  receive  was  laid  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  M'KEAN  presented  another  memorial,  le- 
monstrating  against  the  admittance  of  any  new 
State  into  the  Union  whose  constitution  tolerated 
the  institution  of  slavery;  and  also  remonstrating 
against  the  annexation  of  Texas. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS  of  Mississippi  again  raised 
the  question  of  reception. 

The  CHAIR  said  there  was  no  question  of  re- 
ception before  it. 

Mr.  KING  stated  that  the  rule  bad  been  distinct- 
ly settled  by  the  decisionx>f  the  Senate,  and  did  not 
now  admit  of  a  question.  Wlienever  a  petition,  in 
which  the  subject  of  slavery  was  involved,  was  pre- 
sented, the  established  course  had  been  for  the 
Cif  Ara,  and  it  was  its  duty,  to  state  (he  preliminary 
question,  "Shall  the  petition  be  received?"  and  when 
this  was  done,  a  motion  had  always  been  made  to 
lay  this  question  of  reception  on  the  table;  which 
being  carried,  the  matter  was  ended.  This  was  the 
parliamentary  rule;  but  it  was  usual  for  the  pre- 
siding officer  to  dispense  with  it,  and  take  the  reoe]-- 
tion  as  for  granted,  when  the  petition  related  to  a 
matter  about  which  no  objection  would  be  made. 

The  PRESIDENT  did  not  consider  it  the  duty 
of  the  Chair  to  state  the  preliminary  question,  as  to 
the  reception  of  petitions,  and  thoi^t  it  matter 
with  which  the  Chair  had  nothing  to  do.  It  had 
been  the  unvarying  rule  of  the  Chair,  when  peti- 
tions involving  the  subject  of  slavery  were  present- 
ed, to  state  to  the  Senate  distinctly  their  purport,  in 
order  that  some  member  present  might  raise  the 
question  of  reception. 

Mr.  RUGGLES  saidf  that  coming  from  the  sec- 
tion of  country  he  did,  he  felt  compelled  to  object 
to  the  course  indicated  by  the  remarks  of  the  Sena- 
tor from  Alabama,  [Mr.  King.]  The  petition  does 
not  involve  the  question  of  domestic  slavery  in  the 
States  or  Territories  of  this  Union,  but  was  of  .a 
very  different  character,  appertaining  to  questions 
connected  with  the  general  legislation  of  the  coun- 
try. Though  he  was  very  unwilling  that  the  ques- 
tion of  slavery  should  be  agitated  or  discussed  in 
that  body,  he  thought  the  present  memorial  should 
be  received,  and  have  a  proper  reference. 

Mr.  McKEAN  said  that  the  petition  did  not 
involve  the  question  of  the  abolishment  of  slavery, 
and  he  supposed  it  did  not  come  under  the  general 
rule.  His  intention  was  to  lay  it  on  the  table,  and 
move  its  reference  at  a  subsequent  period.  He 
now  moved  that  the  petition  be  received,  and  on 
that  question  he  asked  for  the  yeas  and  navs. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  accordingly  ordered. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS  of  Mississippi  said  that  he 
understood  the  prayer  of  the  petition  to  be,  that  no 
new  Stale  may  be  admitted  into  the  Union  whose 
constitution  lolerates  slavery;  that  is,  said  Mr.  W. 
one  branch  of  the  petition  is  on  the  subject  of 
slavery;  therefore,  I  move  16  lay  the  question  as  to 
its  reception  on  the  table. 


Mr.  MORRIS  wished  to  obtain  the  deciiaon  of 
the  CiiAia  on  a  question  of  order.  He  wished  to 
know  if,  after  the  yeas  and  nays  had  been  demand- 
ed on  the  question  of  reception,  a  motion  to  lay 
the  quettion  of  reception  on  ^e  table  could  de- 
prive him  of  the  right  of  recording  his  vote  on  the 
former  question?  He  had  always  looked  upon 
this  motion  to  la^  on  the  table  as  a  violation  of  the 
constitutional  rights  of  the  minority  of  that 
body.  The  Constitution,  in  express  terms, 
says  that  the  yeas  and  nays  shall  be  called 
upon  the  requisition  of  one-fifth  of  the  mem- 
bers present,  and  he  protested  against  the  rights 
not  the  right,  but  the  power  of  a  majority  to  de- 
p.ive  him  and  the  one-fifth  of  the  members  of 
their  constitutional  right  of  recording  their  votes  on 
any  question  that  might  be  presented  to  them.  He 
did  not  wish  to  occupy  thne  in  discussing  this  sub- 
ject on  the  proposition  at  present  before  the  Senate; 
but  he  would  take  a  future  occasion  to  bring  it  up 
in  such  a  manner  as  to  be  enabled  to  present  hiis 
views  on  the  subject,  and  place  himself  in  a  right 
position  before  the  country. 

Mr.  PRESIDENT  then  stated  his  decision  m 
the  point  of  order.  The  Chair,  he  said,  now  finds, 
after  a  reference  to'  the  parliamentary  roles  jnst 
pointed  out  to  him  by  the  Senator  from  Alabama, 
that  it  is  his  duty  on  the  presention  of  a  petition  first 
to  put  the  preliminary  question,  "Shall  the  petition 
be  received?'*  It  was  the  duty  of  the  Chair  always  to 
put  this  question,  except  in  those  cases  where,  by 
universal  consent,  there  would  be  no  objectbn 
made  to  the  reception  of  the  paper.  The  Chair  in 
all  cases  where  petitions  in  reference  to  the 
abolition  of  slavery  in  the  Disitrict  of 
Columbia  were  presented  had  distinctly  stated 
to  the  Senate  the  subject  involved,  in  order 
that  the  attention  of  those  members  who  objected 
to  their  reception  might  be  directed  to  thein,  and 
that  they  might  have  an  opportunity  of  raising  the 
question  of  reception.  The  Chair,  on  the  present 
occasion,  acted,  as  he  believed,  in  accordance  with 
his  duty,  believing  that  the  usual  difficulty  was  not 
involved,  and  that  as  the  petition  related  to  Texas 
Solely,  it  was  to  be  received  sub  silentio,  as  had 
been  the  case  with  other  memorials  in  reference  to 
that  subject.  The  question  now  raised  by  the 
Senator  from  Ohio  was,  whether  the  ques- 
tion can  rightfully'  Se  taken  on  the  motion 
of  the  Senator  from  Mississippi  «to  lay  the  mo- 
tion foV  reception  on  the  table,  after  the  yeas 
and  nays  have  been  ordered  on  the  question  of  re- 
ception. On  this  question  the  Chiir  had  no  doubt. 
The  question  raised  by  the  Senator^from  Mississip- 
pi was  one  of  those  privileged  questions  that  it 
was  at  all  times  competent  for  the  Senate  to  sus- 
tain. It  was  like  a  motion  for  adjournment  or  for 
recommittal,  which  could  be  made  at  any  stage  of 
a  proceeding. 

Mr.  McKEAN  then  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays 
on  the  motion  to  lay  the  question  of  receptioa  on 
the  table;  which  were  accordingly  ordered. 

Mr.NORVELL  said  that  the  decision  of  the  Chair, 
that  the  motion  to  lay  the  question  of  reception  on 
the  table,  even  after  the  yeas  and  nays  had  neea  or- 
dered on  that  question,  was  undoubtedly  cor- 
rect. A  motion  to  lay  any  subject  on  the  table 
was  always  the  first  privileged  motion,  except 
that  of  adjournment.  But  he  desired  to  say  thkt 
the  petition  under  consideration  embiaced  two 
propositions,  neither  of  which  was  before  the  Se- 
nate. It  remonstrated  against  the  admission  of 
any  State  into  the  Union  hereafter,  the  constitu- 
tion of  which  sanctioned  slavery.  No  terri- 
tory or  State  was  now,  or  likely  to  be  at  this  ses- 
sion, before  Congress,  or  the  Senate,  asking  for  ad- 
mission. The  memorial  remonstrated  against  the 
annexation  of  Texas,  with  slavery,  to  this  Uaion. 
It  was  well  known  that  Texas  had  withdrawn  her 
application  for  annexation.  It  was  not  probable 
that  it  would  ever  be  renewed  by  Texas;  and  he 
presumed  that  none  of  us  here  had  any  disposition 
to  renew  it  for  her.  In  voting,  therefore,  to  lay  the 
question  of  reception  on  the  table,  his  object  waa 
simply  to  dispense,  for  the  present,  with  the  con- 
sideration of  subjects  which  were  not  before  the  8e^ 
nate,  and  not  likely  to  come  before  it  for  a  long  time. 

The  question  was  then  taken  and  decided  in  the 
affirmative,  as  follows: 
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TEAS — Messrs.  Benbon,  Bochanan,  Calboun, 
CUy  of  Alabama,  Foster,  Falton,  Hubbard,  King, 
Liu,  LnmpkiD,  Lyon,  Mouton,  Nietiolas,  Nor- 
fell,  Preston,  Rives,  Boane,  Robinson,  Strange, 
Tifloa,  Walker,  White,  and  Williams  of  Missis- 
sippi—2X 

NAYS— Messrs.  Allen,  Clayton,  Davis,  Knight, 
IfcSean,  Morris,  Niles,  Pierce,  Prentiss,  Ruggles, 
Soiilh  of  Connecticut,  Smith  of  Indiana,  Swift, 
aid  Williams  of  Maine— 14. 

So  the  motion  to  receive  the  petition  was  laid  on 
tliciaUe. 

Mr.  McKEAN  presented  a  petition  from  sundry 
women  of  Delaware  coanty,  Pennsylvania,  pray- 
ing that  Congress  wonld  so  regulate  the  commerce 
between  the  several  States  as  to  abolish  the  sale 
and  transfer  of  slaves  from  one  State  to  another. 

The  PRESIDENT  then  sute d  the  preliminary 
goestionr  "Shall  the  petition  be  receivcdl" 

Mr.  WfLLIAMS  of  Mississippi,  moved  to  lay 
that  question*  on  the  table. 

Mr.  McKEAN  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays, 
which'vere  accordingly  ordered,  and  the  question 
was  decided  in  the  affirmative — ^yeas  27,  nays  13, 
as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Benton^  Brown,  Bnchanan,  Cal- 
hooA,  Clay  of  Alabama,  Foster,  Fulton,  Hubbard, 
King,  Linn,  Lumpkin,  Lyon,  Nicholas,  Niles, 
Norvell,  Preston,  Rives,.Roane,  Robinson,  Smith  of 
Cooneciicnt,  Strange,  Tipton,  Walker,  White, 
Williams  of  Maine,  Williams  of  Misrissippi,  and 
Wright— 27. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Allen,  Clayton,  Davis,  Knight, 
M'Kean,  Morris,  Pierce,  Prentiss,  Robbins,  Rug- 
gles, Smith  of  Indiana,  and  Swift — 12. 

So  the  qaestion  of  receiving  this  petition  was 
laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  presented  the  memorial  of 
Cadwaliader  Evans,  of  the  city  of  Pittsburgh,  son 
€€  the  celebrated  Oliver  Evans,  slating  that  he  has 
discovered  an  infallible  mode  of  preventing  the 
aq»lo8ioQ  of  steam  boilers,  and  asking  that  his 
invention  may  be  investigated  by  a  committee  of 
the  Senate;  which  was  refened  to  the  Committee 
OB  Commerce. 
Mr.  RIVES  submitted  the  following  resolution:' 
Rmlhtd,  That  the  President  be  requested  to 
commnnicate  to  the  Senate,  at  as  early  a  day  as 
prKtieabIc,  <^tbe  terms  of  any  agreements,"  infor- 
mal or  otherwise,  which  may  may  have  been  en- 
tered into  between  the  Secretary  of  War  and  the 
Bank  of  the  United  Stales  respecting  the  sale  or 
payment  of  one  or  more  bonds  ef  that  institution 
bcjd  by  the  United  States  relative  to  the  proceeds 
— of  the  depodte  thereof  in  said  Bank — the  periods 
when,  and  the  proportions  in  which  they  were  to  be 
drawn  cut,  the  places  ^diere  to  be  paid,  the  man- 
ner in  which  they  were  to  be  disbursed — the  time 
when  such  arrangements  were  entered  into,  and 
whether  with  the  Bak  directly,  or  with  an  agent  or 
agents  of  the  Bank;  and,  in  the  latter  case,  the  name 
or  names  of  such  agents,  together  wiUi  all  the  cor- 
respondence which  may  have  passed  between  the 
Secreiary  of  War  and  the  Bank  or  iu  agents  in 
relation  thereto.  Also,  copies  of  all  circulars  is- 
sued or  instructions  given  by  any  branch  of  the 
War  Department  relative  to  the  mode  or  medium 
in  which  the  money  arising  from  the  siale  or  pay- 
ment of  the  said  bonds  or  any  part  thereof,  was  to 
be  dnhniaed,  and,  as  far  as  cap.  be  conveniently 
.staled,  the  amount  which  has  been  disbursed  in 
the  notes  of  the  Bank  under  the  said  instructions, 
and  the  objects  for  which  such  disbursements  were 
ma/^,  together  with  all  correspondence  which  may 
have  taken  place  between  the  Secretary  of  War 
and  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  or  its  agents,  or 
between  him  and  any  other  Department  of  the  Go- 
vernment on  the  subject  matter  of  these  instructions. 
Ms.  PRESTON' offered  the  following  resolution: 
gcWiiwI,  That  the  President  of  the  United  Sutes 
be  requested  to  communicate  to  the  Senate  such 
pioooedings  as  hare  been  had  under  a  law  of  the 
Jaat  session  providing  for  the  examination  of  in- 
Tealioas  designed  to  diminish  or  prevent  the  oa- 
iiimties  lesolting  from  the  explosion  of  steam 
hollers. 

Bir.  MERRICK  submitted  the  following  reso- 
iaiion: 

Re9Uted,  That  the  Committee  en  the  District  of 
Columbia  be  instructed  to  inquire  and  leport  what 


alterations,  if  any,  the  progress  of  improvement 
and  the  altered  condition  of  the  city  of  Washing- 
ton render  it  expedient  and  proper  to  make  in  the 
charter  of  said  city. 

Mr.  MERRICK  said  that  the  charter  would  soon 
expire  by  its  own  limitation,  and  Congress  have 
power  to  revoke  or  amend  it  in  any  form  they  may 
think  proper.  There  is  considerable  dissatisfaction 
as  to  the  inequality  of  the  distribution  of  power  in 
the  present  charter,  as  a  great  change  has  taken 
place  in  the  condition  of  the  city  since  it  was  in- 
corporated, and  a  very  large  portion  ef  the  popu- 
lation of  the  city  is  not  represented  in  the  corpora- 
tion. He  made  th^se  remarks  for  the  purpose  of 
attracting  the  attention  of  those  interested,  and  he 
hoped  ihat  the  citizens  might  attend  before  the 
committee  and  present  their  views  on  the  subject. 
He  hoped  there  would  be  no  objection  to  its  refer- 
ence to  the  Committee  on  the  District,  where  the 
subject  would  receive  the  proper  investigation. 

The  resolution  was  then  adopted. 

On  motion  by  Mr^  SMITH  of  Conneclicut,  the 
Committee  on  Agriculture  was  discharged  from  the 
further  consideration  of  the  petition  of  a  number  of 
citizens  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  praying  for  an 
act  of  incorporation  to  enable  them  to  raise  silk; 
and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  SMITH  of  Connecticut,  the 
same  committee  was  discharged  from  the  further 
consideration  of  the  petition  of  John  Logan. 

Mr.  STRANGE,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary,  made  an  unfavorable  report  on  the  peti- 
tion of  Joseph  Espy. 

Mr.  LINN,  on  leave,  and  in  pursuance  of  no- 
tice given,  introduced  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Thomas 
A.  Smith;  %vhich  was  read  twice,  and  referred. 

Mr.  LYON,  on  leave,  and  in  pursuance  of  no- 
tice given,  introduced  a  bill  fot  the  relief  of  Henry 
H.  Marsh,.Francis  La  Venture,  Ebenezer  Chi  Ids, 
and  Linas  Thompson;  which  were  severally  read 
twice,  and  referred. 

Mr.  ROBINSON,  from  the  Committee  en  the 
Post  Office  and  Post  Roads,  reported  a  bill  to  pro- 
vide for  additional  clerks  in  ihc  Post  Office  Depart- 
ment ;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  a  second 
reading. 

Mr.  MOUTON,  on  leave,  and  in  pursuance  of 
notice  given,  introduced  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Juan 
Pelgar ;  which  was  read  twice,  and  referred. 

Mr.  BENTON,  from  the  Committe  on  Military 
Affairs,  to  which  had  been  referred  that  part  of  the. 
President's  message  in  relation  to  Indian  hostilities, 
raported  a  bill  to  provide  for  the  occupation  and 
settlement  of  a  part  of  the  Territory  of  Florida, 
which  was  overrun  by  the  hostile  Indians  :  read, 
and  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

The  bill  for  the  graduation  and  i eduction  of  the 
price  of  the  public  lands  came  up  as  the  unfinished 
business,  the  question  being  on  the  adopUoa  of  the 
proposition  to  recommit  with  instructions,  offered 
yesterday  by  Mr.  CLAY  of  Kentucky. 

On  this  question  the  debate  was  continued  by 
Messrs.  CLAY  of  Kentucky,  CLAY  of  Alabama, 
WALKER,  NILES,  BENTON,  and  WILLIAMS 
of  Mississippi;  when. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CLAY  of  Alabama,  the  ques- 
tioji  on  Mr.  Clay^s  proposition  was  divided^  so  as 
to  take  it  first  on  the  recommittal,  and  secondly  on 
the  instructions. 

On  the  question  of  recommitment,  the  yeas  and 
nays  were  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Buchanan,  Calhoun,  Clay  of 
Kentucky,  Clayton,  Crittenden,  Davis,  Foster, 
Knight,  McKean,  Merrick,  Morris,  Niles,  Pierce, 
Prentiss,  Preston,  Rives,  Roane,  Robbins,  jluggles, 
Smith  of  Indiana,  Strange,  Swift,  and  Williams  of 
Maine— 23. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Brown,  Clay  of 
Alabama,  Fulion,  Hubbard,  King,  Lion,  Lump- 
kin, Lyon,  Mouton,  Nicholas,  Norvell,  Robinson, 
Smith  of  Connecticut,  Tipton,  Walker,  .Willianis 
of  Mississippi,  Wright,  and  Young— 20. 

Previous  to  the  vote  being  taken  on  the  question 
of  instruction, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CLAY  of  Alabama,  and  by 
general  consent,  the  number  of  acres  to  be  sranted 
to  each  actual  settler,  was  left  blank  in.the  instruc- 
tions. 
^  The  question  was  tben  taken  on  the  instructions 


thus  modified,  aiid  was  carried  by  the  following 
vote: 

YEAS — ^Messrs.  Buchanan,  Clay  of  Kentucky, 
Clayton,  Crittenden,  Davis,  Foster,  Hubbard, 
Knight,  Lyon,  McKean,  Merrick,  Morris,  Nicho- 
las, Niles,  Pierce,  Prentiss,  Preston,  Rives,  Roane, 
Robbins,  'Ruggles,  Smith  of  Indiana,  Strange, 
Swift,  Walker,  and  Williams  of  Maine— 26. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Brown,  Cal- 
houn, Clay  of  Alabama,  Fulton,  King,  Linn, 
Lumpkin,  Mouton,  Norvell,  Robinson,  Scnith  of 
Connecticut,  Tipton,  Williams  of  Mississippi, 
Wright,  and  Young-^17. 

The  PRESIDENT  presented  a  communication  v 
from  the  War  Department,  transmitting  a  report 
from  the  Second  Auditor  containing  a  statement  of 
the  contingent  expenses  of  the  Military  Academy; 
which  was  laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

On  motion,  the  Senate  adjourned. 
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Mr.  WILLIAMS  of  Kentucky  said  they  had 
now  been  in  session  a  month  and  passed  but  one 
bill,  and  he  supposed  it  was  entirely  unnecessary 
for  the  comn\ittees  to  assemble  any  more,  as  they 
had  already  more  business  on  the  calendar  than 
they  could  act  upon;  and,  believing  that,  he  asked 
leave  to  offer  a  resolution  providing  that,  in  future, 
until  otherwise  ordered,  the  House  should  meet  at 
11  o'clock,  a.  m.  instead  of  12,  m. 

Objection  being  made,  Mr.  W.  moved  a  suspen- 
sion of  the  rules,  and  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays; 
but  they  were  refused,  and  the  motion  to  suspend 
was  rejected. 

Mr.  MAY  asked  the  House  to  take  up  Mr.  Cam- 
brelenq's  resolution  for  a  select  committee  to  in- 
vestigate the  defalcations  of  Samuel  Swartwont. 
[Cries  of  "No!  no!"]  Mr.  M.  therefore  moved 
a  suspension  of  the  rules,  and  asked  for  the  yeas 
and  nays,  so  that,  he  said,  it  might  be  seen  who 
was  in  favor  and  who  against  the  investigation. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  said  if  the  gentleman 
would  suffer  the  morning  business  to  go  regularly 
on,  that  subject  would  be  reached  sooner  than  by 
a  motion  to  suspend. 

Mr.  DROMQOOLE  inquired  of  the  Chair 
whether,  if  the  rules  were  suspended,  the  special 
order  of  to-day  would  not  be  set  aside. 

Mr.  MAY  withdrew  the  motion. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CRABBE,  the  bill  to  reorgan- 
ize the  district  couxts  of  the  United  States  in  the 
State  of  Alabama  was  recommitted  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD,  on  leave,  submitted  the 
following  resolution,  which  was  considered  and 
agreed  to: 

Rtsolvtd^  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be  directed 
to  communicate  to  this  House,  as  speedily  as  prac- 
ticable, all  the  facts  touching  the  defalcation  of 
Qen.  Charles  Gratiot,  late  Chief  Engineer,  showing 
the  time  when  he  was  first  a  defaulter,  and  for 
what  sum;  what  orders  werci  given  stopping  his  pay 
in  consequence  of  his  default,  and  when;  what  or- 
ders were  given  him  directing  the  settlement  of  his 
accounts,  and  when;  together  with  all  correspon- 
dence on  the  files  or  books  of  his  ofiice  relative  to 
said  Qratiot^s  defalcation.  And  that  the  Secretary 
of  War  be  directed  to  communicate  to  this  House, 
as  soon  as  convenient,  all  facts  and  correspondence 
relative  to  the  defalcation  of  any  and  every  civil 
or  military  disbursing  agent  or  officer  now  in  ser- 
vice, either  in  the  staffer  line,  subject  to  the  orders 
of  the  War  Department,who  has  failed  within  the  last 
two  years  for  a  longer  period  than  two  months  to 
settle  his  accounts  in  the  manner  prescribed  bylaw, 
or  who,  upon  settlement,  has  been  found  in  arrears 
b  the  Government,  and  has  failed  to  pay  over  the 
balance  as:ain8t  him  when  demanded. 

Mr.  CONNOR,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Post 
Office  and  Post  Roads,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Patrick  Green. 

Mr.  C.  also  reported  the  following: 

Reiolvedf  That  the  Cemmitlee  on  the  Post  Office 
and  Post  Roads  be  instructed  to  inquire*  into 'the 
expediency  of  reporting  a  bill  for  the  erection  of  a 
fire-proof  building  for  the  Post  Office  Department. 

Mr.  LINCOLN  was  at  a  loss  to  perceive  how 
that  committee  could  daim  cognizance  of  this  mat* 
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ter  which  belonged  to  the  Cominittee  on  the  Pub- 
lic Baildiogs;  the  latter  too,  he  stated,  had  bad  the 
subject  under  consideratioo,  and  would  shortly  be 
prepared  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  the  same  object 

Mr.  CONNOR  did  not  know  that  the  right  be- 
longed to  an/  particular  committee,  but  certainly 
it  fell  more  properly  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
Post  Office  Committee.  Moreover,  two  years  ago 
that  committee  had  reported  a  bill  to  the  same  pur- 
port, to  which  no  objection  was  then  made,  and 
which  bill  was  only  lost  for  want  of  time.  The  Com- 
mittee on  the  Post  Office  were  not  tenacious,  but 
they  weie  now  ready  to  report  a  bill,  and  intend- 
ed to  ask  its  Immediate  consideration,  for  it  was 
.  but  recently  that  the  present  temporary  building 
was  likely  to  be  destroyed  by  fire,  a  wing  to 
the  roof  of  another  building  in  the  vicinity  being 
on  lire. 

Mr.  LINCOLN  referred  to  the  terms  of  the  re- 
solution instructing  the  Post  Office  committee  to 
"inquire,"  whereas  the  other  committee  had  already 
considered  the  subject. 

Mr.  BOND  moved  to  strike  out  "Committee  on 
the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads,"  and  insert  "Com- 
mittee on  the  Public  Buildings." 

Mr.  MERCER  saw  no  necessity  for  instructing 
a  cQmmittee  to  inquire  into  a  subject  already  before 
them,  and  therefore  he  moved  to  lay  the  resolution 
on  the  table;  which  was  disagreed  to,  and  Mr. 
BoND*s  amendment  agreed  to;  and  the  resolution, 
as  thus  amended,  concurred  in. 
•     On  motion  of  Mr.  A.  H.  SHEPPERD, 

JUtohedf  That  the  Committee  on  the  Public 
Lands  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  providing  by  law  for  the  location  and  satisfac- 
tion of  the  bounty  land  warrant  issued  to  James 
Ward,  of  North  Carolina. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  JOHNSON  of  Louisiana, 

Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  communicate  to  this  House  such 
information  as  he  may  have  received  touching  the 
invasion  of  the  southwestern  frontier  of  the  United 
States,  by  an  armed  force  from  the  Republic  of 
Texas. 

Mr.  ADAMS,  from  the  Committee  on  Manu- 
factures, reported,  without  amendment,  Senate 
bill  entitled  an  act  to  remit  or  refund  to  the  Phila- 
delphia, Wilmington,  and  Baltimore  Railroad  Com- 
pany the  duties  upon  certain  railroad  iron. 

Mr.  ALLEN,  of  Vermont,  from  the  Committee- 
on  Invalid  Pensions,  reported  a  bill  granting  a  pen- 
sion to  John  F.  Wiley. 

WISCONSIN  ELECTION  CASE. 

At  one  o'clock  the  special  order  of  the  day,  being 
the  consideration  of  the  contested  election  for  a 
delegate  from  Wisconsin  Territory,  came  up. 

The  question  was  on  the  adoption  of  the  follow- 
ing resolution  of  the  Committee  on  ^lectidns. 

Resohed,  That  James  Duane  Doty  is  entitled  to 
a  seat  in  this  House  as  a  delegate  from  Wisconsin 
Territory,  and  that  George  W.  Jones  is  not  so  en- 
itle  d. 

The  report  was  made  on  the  21st  of  December, 
and  twice  postponed  at  the  solicitation  of  the  con- 
testant, [Mr.  JoNis,]  till  it  was  positively  made  the 
special  order  for  this  day. 

The  report  was  in  the  foll'^wing  words: 

The  Committee  of  Elections,  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred the  order  of  the  House  on  the  subject  of  the 
"  right  to  a  seat  in  the  House  as  the  delegate  from 
the  Territory  of  Wisconsin,"  report: 

That,  by  the  order  of  the  House  as  submitted  to 
tbem,  the  only  question  which  presented  itself  was, 
whether  or  not  the  Territory  was  entitled  to 
a  representation  by  a  delegate?  -  In  deciding  this 
question  the  committee  could  have  no  difficulty, 
and  might  have  absolved  itself  from  further 
trouble  by  reporting  an  affirmative  resolution. 
But  believing  the  intention  of  the  House,  in  ma- 
king the  order,  to  have  been  that  the  committee 
should  examine  the  whole  ground,  apd  not  only 
report  as  to  the  right  of  representation,  but  also 
designate  the  person  who  was  the  rightful  repre- 
sentative, they  proceeded  to  perform  that  duty, 
and  report  the  following  as  the  result  of  their  in- 
v^tigaiion.  By  the  act  of  20ih  of  April,  1836, 
which  act  was  to  take  effect  the  4lh  of  July  fol- 
lowing, the  Territory  of  Wisconsin  was  organ- 
ized, and  the  Territorial  Government  establi^ed; 


and  by  the  14th  section  of  that  act  it  was  declared 
"that  a  delegate  to  the  Hnuse  of  Representatives 
of  theUdited  States,  to  serve  for  the  term  of  two 
years,  may  be  elected  by  the  voters  (jualifled  to 
elect  members  of  the  Legislative  Assembly,  who 
shall  be  entitled  to  the  same  rights  and  privileges 
as  have  been  granted  to  the  delegates  of  the  several 
Territories  of  the  United  States  to  the  said  Houwof 
Representatives;  the  first  election  shall  be  held  at* 
such  time  and  place  or  places,  and  be  conducted  in 
the  same  manner,  as  the  Gk>vernor  shall  appoint 
and  direct;  4he  person  having  the  greatest  number 
of  votes  shall  be  declared  by  the  Governor  to  be 
duly  elected,  and  a  certificate  thereof  shall  be  given 
to  the  person  so  elected."  By  virtue  and  in  pursu- 
ance of  the  said  act  of  Congress,  Henry  Dodge,  the 
Gtovemor  of  said  Territory,  (duly  appointed,)  issu- 
ed a  proclamation,  dated  the  9ih  of  September, 
1836,  wherein,  amongst  other  things,  he  orders  and 
directs  that  the  first  election  Ux  members  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  and  Council  shall  b3 
held  on  the  second  Monday  of  October  then 
next  ensuing;  and  did  also  ''direct  acd  appoint 
that,  at  the  same  time  and  place  specified  for  elect- 
ing the  members  of  said  Legislature,  there  shall  be 
elected,  by  the  voters  of  the  several  counties, 
one  delegate  to  the  Congress  of  the  United  States 
for  the  term  of  two  years,  agreeable  to  the 
l4th  section  of  the  act  of  Congress."  In  pursu- 
ance of  said  proclamation,  an  election  for  a  dele- 
gate in  Congress  was  held,  and  (Horge  W.  Jones 
was  duty  elected,  as  appears  by  the  certificate  of  the 
Governor,  herewith  reported,  and  marked  A. 

It  appears  by  the  journal  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, that  on  the  5th  day  of  December,  1836, 
Mr^  Jones  appeared,  was  qualified,  and  took  his 
seal  in  the  House  as  a  delegate  from  Wisconsin 
Territory. 

From  further  evideflcJ^  before  the  committee,  it 
appears  an  election  for  a  delegate  to  Congress  for 
the  Territory  of  Wbconsin  was  held  on  the  10th 
day  of  September,  1838,  in  conformity  with  the  act 
of  Congress  and  the  laws  of  the  Territory,  which 
resulted  in  the  election  of  James  Duane  Doty,  as 
appears  by  the  certificate  of  the  Governor,  herewith 
reported,  and  marked  B. 

No  doubt  exists  as  to  the  due  election  of  Mr.  Do- 
ty to  serve  as  a  delegate  for  a  term  of  two  years; 
but  the  question  presented  to  the  committee  is  this: 
When  does  his  term  of  service  commence?  On  the 
one  side,  it  is  contended  that  it  commences  with 
his  election^  or  at  least  with  the  date  of  the  Govern- 
or's <Sertificate  of  his  election;  on  the  other  side,  it 
is  contended  that  the  term  for  which  Mr.  Jones  was 
elected  in  the  fall  of  1836,  does  not  expire  until  the 
4th  of  March,  1839;  and  in  support  of  this  view  of 
the  case,  reference  is  made  to  the  act  of  Congress 
of  3d  March,  1817,  (he  first  and  only  section  of 
which  now  in  force  is  in  the  words  following:  "  In 
every  Territory  of  the  United  States  in  which  a 
temporary  Government  has  been,  or  hereafter  shall 
be,  established,  and  which,  by  virtue  of  the  ordi- 
nance of  Congress  of  ISlh  July,  1787,  or  of  any 
subsequent  act  oT  Congress,  passed  or  to  be  passed, 
now  hath,  or  hereafter  shall  have,  the  right  to  send 
a  delegate  to  Congress;  such  delegate  shall  be  elect- 
ed every  second  year  for  the  same  term  of  two 
year?,  for  which  members  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives of  the  United  States  are  elected."  Refe- 
rence is  also  made  to  the  act  of  16th  February, 
1819,  in  which  it  is  provided  ihat  the  citizens  of 
Michigan  territory  be,  and  are  thereby  authorized, 
to  elect  one  delegate  to  the.Congressof  the  United 
States;  that  the  person  who  shall  receive  the  great- 
est number  of  votes  at  such  election,  shall  be  fur- 
nished by  the  Gtovcrnor  of  said  Territory  with  a 
certificate,  setting  torth  that  he  is  duly  elected  the 
delegate  for  the  term  of  two  years  from  the  date  of 
said  certificate. 

Under  the  act  of  1819,  Mr.  Jones  was  elected  a 
delegate  for  Michigan  Territory,  in  October,  1835, 
and  took  his  seat  at  the  ensuing  session,  in  Decem- 
ber, 1835.  By  the  act  of  June  15,  1836,  the  con- 
stitution and  State  Grovemment  which  the  people  of 
Michigan  had  formed  for  themselves  was  accepted, 
ratified,  and  confiimed,  and  she  was  declared  to  be 
one  of  the  United  States  pf  America,  and  was  ad- 
mitted into  the  Union  according  to  the  boundaries 
therein  prescribed,  on  condition  that  the  boundaries 


so  prescribed  and  established  should  receive  the  as- 
sent of  a  convention  of  delegates  elected  by  the  peo- 
ple of  said  State,  for  the  sole  purpose  of  giving  the 
.assent  required;  and  as  soon  as  said  assent  wu 
given,  the  President  of  the  United  States  was  to  an- 
nounce the  same  by  proclamation;  and  thereupon, 
and  without  any  further  proceeding  on  the  part  of 
Cnngress,  the  admission  of  said  Stale  into  the  Unioo 
shall  be  considered  as  complete.  A  conveniion  of 
delegates,  elected  for  the  purpose  expres^d  in  the 
said  act,  was  held,  and  gave  their  assent  to  the 
boundaries  therein  described,  on  the  15th  of  Decem- 
ber, 1836. 

The  committee  is  of  opinion  that  although  ia 
October,  1835,  Mr.  Jones  was  elected  a  delegate 
for  Michigan  Territory,  to  serve  two  years;  yet,  hi 
the  nature  of  the  case,  his  term  of  service  coald 
not  survive  the  existence  of  the  corporation  he 
was  elected  to  serve.    If  the  corporation  of  the 
Territory  of  Michigan  was  dissolved  before  the 
expiration  of  the  two  years    for  which  be  was 
elected,  his  ofilce,  as  well  as  that  of  all  other  Ter- 
ritorial officers,  expired  with  it.     It  would  seem  to 
the  committee  that  the  Territory  of  Michigan,  as  a 
pohtical  corporation,  was  no  moie  after  the  pas- 
sage of  the  act  of  15th  June,  1836,  organiziog 
and  erecting  Michigan  into  a  State;  for,  ^llhoogfa 
there  was  a  condition  in  that  act,  on  compliance 
wiUi  which  only  she  was  to  be  admitted  into  the 
Union,  yet  that  did  not  derogate  from  her  cha- 
racter as  a  State,  or  prevent  her  from  exercising 
all  the  powers  of  a  State.     Her  being  a  State, 
and,  as    such,  being  admitted  into  the  Union, 
are     two    different     things.      She  might  be  a 
State,  and  was  a  State,  exercising  all  the  powers 
of   a    State  under    her  own   constitution,  before 
she  was  admitted  into  the  Union,  and  before  the 
election  in  Wisconsin  in  October,  1836.    At  the 
time    Mr.    Jones    was    elected    a     delegate  for 
Wisconsin  Territory,  in  Octobor,  1836,  he  was  Mt 
a  delegate  for  Michigan  Territory,  for  the  plain 
reason  that  no  such  Territory  was    in  existence. 
In  December,  1836,  he   took    his  seat,  and  was 
sworn,    as   a   delegate    from    Wisconsin,    since 
which  he  has  served  two  years — the  full  period 
allowed  him  by  law.     But  it  is  alleged  bv  Mr. 
Jones,  that   under   the   act  of    1817,  a  delegate 
must  be  elected  only  for  one  Congress,  and  not 
for   parts   of  two    congressional  terms;   that  his 
term    as   a   delegate   from    Wisconsin   did  not 
commence   until    the    4th  of   March,  1837,  and 
consequently   will    not   expire    until    the   4tb  of 
March,  1839.      In  this  the  committee  does  not 
concur  with  him;  because  it  would  have  been 
leaving^  Wisconsin  unrepresented  for  one  whole 
session,  contrary  to  the  intention  of  the  people  as 
expressed  in  electing  a  delegate  in  October,  1836, 
in  conformity  with  the  privilege  granted  them  for 
that  purpose  by  the  act  of  Congress  of  April,  1838; 
and  because  it  does  not  follow,  from  ihe^act  of 
1817,  that  a  delegate  from  a  Territory  mn^i  be 
elected  for  and  serve  the  same  two  years  for  which 
members  from  the  States  are  elected;  but  (although 
this  construction  is  not  given  with  entire  confi- 
dence in  its  correctness)  the  committee  would  con- 
strue the  law  to  mean,  that  delegates  should  be 
elected  for  the  same  length  of  time  as  representa- 
tives from  the  States.    This  construction  is  fortified 
by  the  fact,  that  previous  to  that  law  delegates 
were  elected  annually.    Such  construction  will  not 
clash  with  any  provision  of  the  Constitution,  as 
delegates  are  so  far  the  mere  creatures  of  law  that 
their  term  of  service  may  be  long   or  short,  vA 
may  commence  and  terminate  at  such  periods  as 
Congress,  In  their  wisdom,  may  direct.     But  if  ia 
this  construction  of  the  act  of  1817  the  commitltfi 
should  be  in  error,  still  their  opinion  would  induai 
them  to  give  Mr.  Doty  the  seat,  because,  as  tfia 
committee  believe,  that  act  has  nothing  to  do  with 
the  present  contest.      It  is  nothing  but  an  act  ol 
Congress,  and,  of  course,  subject  to  the  control  d 
subsequent  legislation.      It  was  controlled  (if  Mr. 
Jones's  construction  of  it  be  right)  by  the  act  «^ 
1819,  which  directed  that  the  delegate  of  Mlchigai 
she  nld  serve  two  years  from  the  date  of  the  certitl 
cate  of  the  Gk>vemor,  without  regard  to  the  com 
mencement  of  his  term — ^whether  at  the  beginniaj 
or  in  the  middle  of  a  term  of  Congress.     So  wotA 
it  be  controlled  by  the  act  of  SOth  April,  1836,  oi 
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ginwBgtbeTerriiory  of  Wisconsin,  which  gives 
the  power  to  its  citizens  to  e!ect  adele^te  to  repre- 
sent tbein  in  CoD^re^s,  without  fixing  an  '  time  for 
ibe  commeocement  of  his  services;  consvqaently, 
aeeoidiBg  to  common  constraction  in  ail  such 
eases,  where  an  oblif  ation  i?  imposed,  or  a  duty  to 
be  performed,  and  no  time,  fixed  for  diacharcring 
tlie  obligaiion  or  performing  the  daiy,  it  is  to  be  done 
fbrthviib;  and  therefore  the  inference  iiv,  that  Mr. 
Jooes^  (ioiies  as  a  delegate  from  Wisconsin  com- 
meoced  with  his  election  in  October,  1836,  and  ter- 
aioaled  with  Mr.  Doty's  election  in  1838.  The 
act  of  April,  1836,  nnranizing  the  Territory,  needs 
ihcaid  ofno  other;  it  is  perfect  in  itself,  and  would 
icemto  beiodepenuent  of  all  other  acts. 

On  the  who!e,  after  all  the  consideration  which 
the  committee  have  been  able  tu  bestow  on  the  sub- 
ject, they  have  no  hesitation  in  saying  thai  consi- 
denble  diflteoity  exists  in  reconciling  the  provi-. 
ates  of  the  different  acts  which  may  be  supposed 
to  have  a  bearing  on  the  matter;  yet  they  fei»l  a 
great  degree  of  confidence  in  two  posiilcns:  first, 
thititwas  the  intention  of  Congress,  by  the  act  of 
April,  1836,  organizing  the  Territory,  to  aflford  the 
people  o<  ihe  Territory  the  privilege  of  an  imme- 
diate representation  in  Congress  by  a  delegate  to 
be  elected  by  themselves;  and,  second,  that  the 
people  of  the  Territory  acted  with  a  view  lo  the 
eojofDcat  of  that  privilege  in  electing  a  delegate 
in  October,  1836.  The  conclnsion  would  then 
«em  to  be,  that  Mr.  Jones  has  served  out  the  tei  m 
for  which  he  was  elected  in  Ociober  1836,  and  that 
Ur.  Doty  is  entitled  to  the  seat  noder  his  election 
iBl838. 
The  committee  sabmit  the  following  resoliition: 
BcMiwif,  That  James  Duane  Doty  is  entitled  to 
I  seat  in  this  House  as  a  delegate  from  Wiaconsin 
Territory,  and  that  Gteorge  W.  Jones  is  not  so  en» 
tilled. 


CertiMe  o/lA«  tUt^m  of  6.  W.  Jona. 

EXECDTTVI:    DSPJIRTMCNT, 

Wisconsin  Territory,  November  1, 1836. 

I,  Henry  Dodge,  Governor  of  the  Territory  of 
Wiseonain,  do  hereby  certify  that,  in  conformity 
with  the  Ofganic  law  of  Congress,  pas^  April  20, 
1936,  and  agreeable  to  ihe  14ih  section  of  said  act 
of  Congress,  I  have  caused  elections  to  be  holden  in 
iheKveralcoonties  in  ihi»Territory  for  a  deleg^ite 
to  the  Congress  of  the  United  Slates,  to  serve  for 
Ihe  term  of  two  years;  and  I  hereby  declare  and 
nate  known,  that  George  W.  Jones,  esq.  has  been 
daly  elected  a  delegate  to  the  Congress  of  the  Uni- 
to^  Slates,  agreeably  to  the  provisiotrs  of  said  or- 
eniehw. 

Oirai  under  my  hand  and  seal,  this  1st  day  of 
^OTeniber,A.  D.  1836. 


H.  DODGE,  [l.  s.] 

B. 

CtrAJUalt  of  the  eUelionofJ.  D.  Doiy, 
Tbuitort  or  WiscoNSi.v,  Executive  Deparlnunt. 
j9jUUwhom  these  presents  shall  come^  greeting: 
This  is  ID  certify  that,  at  an  election  held  in  Ihe 
witoty  of  Wisconsin  on  the  10th  day  of  Scptem- 
wriaa,  in  conformity  with  the  act  of  Congress  cs- 
:  willing  the  Territorial  Government,  aad  the  laws 
I  Jfihc  said  Territory,  James  Duane  Doty  received 
I  «ehi{^  number  of  voles  for  the  office  of  dele- 
ifitelo  Congress  of  the  United  Stales,  and  is  ihere- 
\m  declared  to  be  duly  elected. 
\    la  testimony  whereof,  1  have  beiaunto  set  my 
I  hand,  and  caused  the  great  seal  of  the  Ter- 

!         rilory   to    be  affixed.    Done   at   Mineral 
It  »■]  Point,  this  twenty-seventh  day  of  October, 
in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eigbt 
hondred  And  thirty-eight. 
I  HENRY  DODGE. 

I  ^'«  CRAIG  called  for  the  reading  of  the  opinions 
rwMr. Jones's ^eonnsel,  Messrs.  Jonea  aad  Key, 
*nieh  wis  done;  tQd  then 


Mr,  THOMAS  moved  lo  amend  the  resolution 
hy  transposing  the  names,  so  as  to  declare  Mr* 
JoNss  entitled  to  the  seat,  and  proceeded  at  length 
to  oppose'the  conclusions  of  the  report. 

Mr.  CUSHING  was  understood  to  argue  in  fa- 
vor of  vacating  the  seat  of  the  sitting  delegate, 
upon  the  ground  of  the  irregularity  and  illegality 
of  ihe  tenure  by  which  he  held  it,  and  in  favor  of  the 
amendment  of  Mr.  Thomas;  and  intimated  that  he 
would,  at  the  proper  time,  move  a  division  of  the 
question. 

The  question  was  further  argued  by  Messrs. 
RANDOLPH,  CRARY,  FLETCHER  and  TIL- 
LING HAST,  in  favor  of  the  resolution  as  reported 
by  the  committee. 

Mr.  DE  GRAFF  having  obtained  the  floor, 
moved  the  previous  question;  which  motion  was 
sustained,  and  the  main  question  was  ordered. 

The  question  being  upon  concurring  with  the 
'resolution  as  reported  by  the  committee — 

Mr.  ROBINSON  moved  a  call  of  the  House. 

The  SPEAKER  decided  that  it  was  nogin  order, 
the  previous  question  having  been  seconded. 

The  House  then  adopted  the  resolution  of  the 
committEe  by  the  following  vete:  Yeas  165,  nays  35. 

YEAS — Messrs.  Adams,  Alexander,  Heqian  Al- 
len, John  W.  Allen,  Anderson,  Andrews,  Ather- 
ton,  Aycrigg,  Banks,  Beatty,  Beers,  Beirnc,  BeU, 
Bicknell,  Bond,  Borden,  Briggs,  Bredhead,  Bron- 
son,  Buchanan,  William  B.  Calhoun,  Cambreleng, 
Wro.  B.  Campbell,  John  Campbell,  Carter,  Casey, 
Chambers,  Chapman,  Cheatham,  Childs,  Cof- 
fin, Connor,  Corwin,  Crabb,  Crary,  Cranston, 
Crockett,  Curtis,  Cushman,  Darlington,  Dawson, 
Dsvee,  Davies,  Deberry,  DeGrafi*,  Dunn,  Edwards, 
Elmore,  Evans,  Everett,  Richard  Fletcher,  Isaac 
Fletcher;  Foster,  Pry,  Gallop,  James  Garland, 
Rice  Garland,  Giddings,  Qoode,  James  Graham, 
William  Graham,  Granlland,  Graves,  Gray,  Gren- 
nell.  Griffin,  Haley,  Hall,  Harlan,  Harper,  Hast- 
ings, Hawkins,  Haynes,  Henry,  Herod,  Hofifman, 
Holt,  Howard,  Robert  M.  T.  Hunter,  Thomas  B. 
Jackson,  Jabez  Jackson,  Jenifer,  Joseph  Johnson, 
Nathaniel  Jones,  Kemble,  Kennedy,  Legare, 
Leadbetier,  Lewis,  Lincoln,  Loomis,  Lyon,  Mar- 
vin, James  M.  Mason,  damson  Mason,  May, 
Maxwell,  McKay,  Robert  McClellan,  Abraham 
McClellan,  McKeonan,  Mercer,  Milligan,  Mitch- 
ell, Samuel  W.  Morris,  Calvary  Morris,  Maury, 
Nay  lor.  Noble,  Ogle,  Owens,  Paynter,  Pearce, 
Peck,  Pennybacker,  Fetrikin,  Pickens,  Pluner, 
Potts,  Pratt,  John  H.  Prentiss,  Putnam,  Raridcn, 
Randolph,  Reed,  Riley,  Rencher,  Rldgway,  Rives, 
John  RobeTU'on,'iEdward  Robinson,.Rumsey,  Rus- 
sell, Saltonstall,  Shefler,  A.  H.  Shepperd,  Shields, 
Sheplor,  Sibley,  Sl^de,  Smith,  Spencer^  Stanly, 
Stone,  Siration,  Swearingen,  Taylor,  Thompson, 
Tillinghasi,  Titus  Toland,  Toucey,  Towns,  Tur- 
ney,  Underwood,  Vanderveer,  Wagener,  Albert  S. 
White,  John  White,  John  White,  Whittlesey, 
Lewis  Williams,  Sherrod  Wililams,  Jared  W. 
Williams,  Joseph  L.  Williams,  Wise,  Word,  and 
Yorke— 165. 

NAYS — ^Messrs.  Bonldin,  John  Calhoon,  Coles, 
Drompoole,  Ewing,  Hamer,  Harrison,  Hawes, 
Hubley,  Keim,  Logan,  Martin,  Maury,  McCiure, 
Morgan,  Parmenter,  Parris,  Pope,  Southgate, 
Stuart,  Thomas,  Webster,  and  Christopher  H. 
Williams— 25. 

Mr.  Dorr  then  presented  himself  at  the  Speak- 
er's' table,  and  was  qualified  as  the  delegate  from 
Wisconsin  Territory. 

The  SPEAKER  laid  before  the  House  a  com- 
munication from  the  Secretary  of  War,  in  compli- 
ance with  the  provisions  of  an  act  of  Congress,  en- 
closing a  report  from  the  Second  Auditor,  showing 
the  expenditure  of  the  appropriation  for  the  contin- 
gent expenses  of  the  military  establishment  during 
the  year  1838. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BRIGGS,  laid  on  the  table 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

On  motion, 

The  Housa  then  adjourned. 


IN  SENATE. 

Friday,  January  4, 1839. 

Mr.  McKEAN  presented  the  petition  of  a  large 
number  of  citizens  of  Erie  county,  Tennsyivania, 
praying  Congress  to  pass  a  law  kuthorizing  and  re- 
quiring the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  build  an 
armed  steamboat,  to  be  use<l  as  a  revenue  cutter 
on  the  northern  lakes;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  "Commerce. 

Mr.  ROANE  presented  the  petition  of  Gcnerat 
JamesLef'wiich,  lateof  the  Revolutionary  army, 
praying  ir^r  an  increase  of  his  pension:  referred  to 
the  Cofrtrrittee  on  Pensions. 

Mr.  ROANE  also  presented  the  petition  of  cer- 
tain iiolders  of  lots  in  the  city  of  Washington, 
praying  that  a  law  may  be  passed  authorizing  the 
mayor  of  said  city  to  make  deeds  lo  them  for  the 
sam^:  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  District  of 
Columbia. 

Mr.  KING  presented  the  memorial  of  William 
H.  Slacum,  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  asking 
compensation  for  his  expenses  and  services  in  the 
examination  made  by  him  of  the  territory  qt  the 
United  States  on  the  Oregon  or  Columbia  river, 
under  the  orders  of  the  United  States:  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Mr.  BENTON  presented  several  petitions  signed 
by  Colonel  Bankhead,  Major  Kirby,  Capt.  Lowell, 
and  twentv  other  officers  of  the  army  of  the  United 
States,  praying  that  the  pay  of  the'  officers  of  the 
line  and  the  staff*  of  the  army  may  be  equalized. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  presented  the  memorial  of  Wil- 
liam Redman,  a  merchant  of  New  York,  praying 
that  certain  duties  paid  ^y  him  may  be  refunded^ ' 
referred  to  the  CommifWr  on  Finance. 

Mr.  LYON  presented  the  petition  of  Joseph  Cam- 
pan,  praying  that  his  title  may  be  oonOrmed  to  a 
small  tract  <jf  laAd  on  the  border  of  lake  St.  Clair, 
in  the  State  of  Michigan. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  LUMPKIN,  loave  v/as  givr n 
to  William  Fuller  to  withdraw  his  petition  and 
papers  presented  at  the  last  session. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  presented  the  memorial  of 
the  Chamber  of  Commerce  of  the  city  of  Philadel- 
phia, signed  by  Daniel  W.  Cox,  their  president 
asking  for  an  appropriation  to  dear  out  their  har- 
bor at  the  mouth  of  the  Delaware  and  Chesapeake 
Canal  and  in  the  Delaware:  referred  to  the  Com- 
miitee  on  Commerce. 

Mr.  LINN  gave  notice  that  he  would  to-morrow 
ask  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  authorize  the  Portage 
Canal  Company  to  enter  at  the  Government  price 
certain  lands  in  ilie  Wisconsin  Territory,  at  or 
near  the  Fox  river  portage.- 

Mr.  MORRIS,  from  the  Committee  on  Pentions, 
to  which  had  been  referred  the  petition  and  papers 
of  Hannah  Laughter,  reported  a  bill  to  place  her 
on  the  pension  list;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to 
a  secand  reading. 

Mr.  TIPTON,  from  the  Committee  on  Claims, 
to  which  the  same  had  been  referred,  reported, 
without  amendment,  the  bills  for  the  relief  of  John 
F.  Scott  and  John  Magill.  Also,  with  an  amend- 
ment, the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Charles  A.  Dodd.. 

Mr.  T.  from  the  same  commillee,  to  which  was 
referred  the  petition  and  documents  of  Richard 
Robertson^  of  Alabama,  reported  a  bill  for  his  re- 
lief; which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  a  second  read- 
ing- 
Mr.  LINN,  from  the  Committee  on  Private  . 
Land  Claims,  to  which  the  memorial  on  the  sub- 
ject was  referred,  reported  a  bill  to  confirm  the  title 
to  a  certain  tract  of  land  in  the  county  of  Mobile; 
which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  a  second  read- 
ing. 

Mr.  L.  tcom  the  same  committee,  to  which  had 
been  referred  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Juan  Pelgar, 
reported  the  same  without  amendment. 

Mr.  L.  also,  from  the  same  committee,  to  which 
had  been  referred  the  bill  to  revive  the  act  entitled 
**  An  act  to  enable  claimants  to  land  within  the  li- 
mits of  Missouri  and  the  Terriiory  of  Arkansas  to 
institute  proceedings  to  try  the  validity  otT their 
claims,  approved  d6th  May,  1824,  and  aq  act 
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aaneudi.f;  the  same,"  reported  the  same  with  an 
ameodmeni;  which  was  read. 

Mr.  CLAY  of  Alabama,  in  parsuance  of  pre- 
vious notice,  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  introdaee 
a  bill  SQpplementai  to  the  act  entitled  '*  An  act  to 
grant  pre-emption  rights  to  settlers' on  the  pnblic 
lands,**  approved  9Sd  Jane,  1830;  which  was  twice 
read,  aiiti  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pablic 
Lands. 

Mr.  CALHOUN,  in  pnrsaance  of  notice  given, 
obtained  leave,  and  introduced  a  bill  for  the  relief 
of  the  legal  representatives  of  Eliha  Hall  Bay; 
which  was  twice  read  and  referred. 

Mr.  PRENTISS,  on  leave,  introduced  a  bill  for 
the  relief  of  ]>enms  Tramell;  which  was  twice  read 
and  referred. 

Mr.  BENTON,  in  pnrraance  of  previous  notice, 
obuined  leave,  and  introduced  a  bill  to  anthorize 
payment  to  be  made  to  certain  Missonri  volunteers 
for  services  rendered  in  1829  and  1836;  which  was 
twice  read  and  referred. 

Mr.  FOSTER,  in  pnrsaance  of  previons  notice, 
obtained  leave,  and  introduced  a  bill  to  amend  the 
act  entitled  "An  act  to  authorize  the  State  of  Ten- 
nessee to  issue  giants,  and  perfect  titles  to  lands 
therein  described,  and  to  seule  the  claims  to  vacant 
lands  unappropriated  within  the  same,"  passed  18ih 
'  April,  1806;  which  was  twice  read  and  referred. 

[This  bill  cedes  forever  to  the  Slate  of  Tennes- 
see iill  the  pablic  lands  lying  within  the  '^Congres- 
sional  reservation,"  with  an  unamdxiumal  right  of 
pre-emption  in  favor  of  occupants  at  12i  cents  per 
acre,  and  directing  the  proceeds  to  be  applied  to  the 
reden^>tion  of  outstanding  North  Carolina  land 
warrants — any  surplus  to  be  accounted  for  to  the 
United  Stales.  Qn  the  1st  January,  1844,  all  va- 
cant'waste  and  refuse  lands  lying  within  the  "re- 
servation,^'are  ceded  forever  to  Tennessee  without 
reserve.] 

Mr.  MOUTON  submitted  the  followicg  resolu- 
tion, which  was  adopted: 

Retehed,  That  the  Committee  on  Military  A/Tairs 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  theezpediency  of  mak- 
ing an  appropriation  for  the  erection  of  barracks  in 
the  vicinity  of  Sbreevesport,  in  the  State  of  Loui- 
siana, for  the  accommodation  of  such  military 
force  as  may  be  necessary  for  the  protection  of  our 
frontier  settlements  in  that  neighborhood. 

Mr.  LUMPKIN  presented  the  following  resolu- 
tion, which  was  adopted: 

Reiolved,  That  the  Commiltee  on  the  Post  Office 
and  Post  Roads  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  and  in- 
vestigate ihe  causes  and  impediments  which  so  often 
obstruct  the  regular  and  punctual  transportation  of 
the  mail  to  and  from  the  seat  of  Government  on 
the  great  leading  post  routes  of  the  country;  and 
report,  by  bill  or  otherwise,  such  remedy  as  may 
be  deemed  entitled  to  the  consideration  of  Congress. 

Mr.  BENTON  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion, which  was  adopted: 

RtMolud,  That  the  Secretary  of- the  Treasury  be 
directed  to  communicate  to  the  JSenate  any  authen- 
tic information  he  may  recently  have  received  in 
resdect  to  the  modes  of  collecting,  keeping,  and  dis- 
bursing publiQ  moneys  in  foreign  countries. 

Mr.  WALKER,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  to  which  had  been  referred  the  bill  for  the 
relief  of  AlvarrzFizk,  and  the  legal  representatives 
of  Thomas  P.  Eskridge,  reported  the  same  with- 
out amendmeut. 

Mr.  WALKER,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
which  had  been  recommitted  the  bill  providing  for 
Ihe  reduction  and  graduation  of  the  price  of  the 
public  lands,  with  instructions  to  amend  the  same, 
.80  as  to  limit  the  sales  at  the  reduced  prices  to  ac- 
tual settlers,  Ac.  dbc.  reported  back  the  same 
amended  in  accx>rdance  with  the  instructions. 

Mr,  WALKER  said  he  would  Uke  this  occa- 
sion to  say  that  the  committee  considered  them- 
selves resiricted  by  their  instructions  to  the  limita- 
tion of  the  sales  at  reduced  prices  to  actual  settlers. 
It  was  proposed,  however,  by  the  committee,  to  add 
to  the  number  of  those  who  are  to  be  permitted  to 
purchase  at  such  redaction,  those  persons  who  be- 
ing actual  caltivaiors,  wished  to  add  to  tneir  farms 
portions  of  the  pablic  lands  contiguous  to  them. 
But  this  amendment  the  committee  would  not  pro- 

9x  till  the  bill  was  up  before  the  Senate  for  cen- 

Seration.    Mr.  W.  then  moved  that  the  amend- 


ments be  printed,  and  made  the  special  order  of 
the  day  for  to-morrow. 

The  amendments  were  then  read,  limiting  the 
sales  of  the  public  lands  at  the  graduated  and  re- 
duced prices,  under  such  regulations  as  may  be 
prescribed  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  to 
such  persons  as  are,  or  arc  about  to  become  bona 
fide  actual  settlers. 

Mr.  CLAY  of  Kentucky  hoped  the  chairman  of 
the  committee  would  concur  with  him  in  postpon- 
ing the  bill  till  Monday  next.  This  would  give 
gentlemen  more  time  for  examining  the  amend- 
ments that  had  been  made,  and  for  preparing  others. 
The  gentleman  wouM  perceive  that  the  state  of  the 
business  at  the  other  end  of  the  Capitol  was  not 
such  as  to  render  one  day  a  matter  of  very  great 
importance  with  regard  to  this  bill. 

Mr.  YOUNG  said  he  would  be  glad  to  have  an 
opportunity  of  suggesting  an  amendment,  which  he 
thought  would  be  acceptable  to  all  parties.  That 
was,  to  make  the  same  provision  in  this  bill  as  was 
made  in  the  existing  laws  with  regard  to  the  entry  of 
quarter  sections,  allowing  the  entry  where  the  indi- 
vidual made  oath  that  he  wanted  the  land  either  for 
his  own  use,  for  actual  cultivation,  or  for  the  bene- 
fit of  the  improvements  already  held  by  him.  This 
would  be  a  very  useful  provision,  as  there  were  a 
liumber  of  persons  owning  small  farms  who  waited 
the  waste  lands  contiguous  to  them,  such  as  marsh 
lands  for  pasturage,  and  barrens  for  timber;  and 
they  ought  to  hatre  the  benefit  extended  to  them  of 
purchasing  such  at  the  reduced  prices. 

Mr.  CLAY  of  Alabama  observed  that  the  provi- 
sion suggested  by  the  Senator  from  IlUnuii  was  the 
very  amendment  that  the  committee  proposed  to  of- 
fer, when  the  bill  came  up  for  consideration,  as  had 
just  been  notified  to  the  Senate  by  the  chairman  of 
the  committee,  tn ,  relation  to  the  postponement, 
he  hoped  the  enate  would  make  the  bill  the  special 
order,  of  the  day  for  to-morrow,  and  give  that  earn- 
est that  it  is  not  their  intention  to  permit  it  to  be 
killed  by  delay. 

Mr.  BENTON  observed  that,  to  make  die  bill 

the  special  order  of  the  day  for  any  day  named, 

even  for  to-day,  would  put  it  behind  a  bill  [the 

Cumberland  road  bill]  which  was  already  a  special 

•  order. 

'  Mr.  WALKER  said  that,  under  all  the  circum- 
stances, and  as  he  thought  the  Senate  would  pro- 
bably adjourn  over  to  Monday,  be  woul<f,  for  his 
part,  agree  to  make  the  bill  the  special  order  for 
that  day,  provided  he  had  a  general  understanding, 
both  from  the  opponents  of  the  bill  and  from  the 
friends  6f  the  Cumberland  road  bill,  that  no  other 
business  should  take  precedence  of  it  on  that  day. 

This  undei^ianding  being  generally  given, 

The  question  was  taken,  and  the  bill  was  post- 
poned to,  and  made  the  order  of  the  day  for,  Mon- 
day next. 

The  re8olutk>n  submitted  yesterday  by  Mr. 
Rives  relative  to  the  transactions  between  the 
Secretary  of  War  and  the  agent  of  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States,  growing  out  of  the  sales  of  .the 
bonds  of  the  said  Bank,  came  up  for  considera- 
tion; and  after  a  debate,  in  which  Messrs.  RIVES, 
WRIGHT,  KINO,  and  NILES,  look  part, 

The  Senate  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OP  REPRESENTATIVES, 
Friday,  January  4,  1839. 

Mr.  MARTIN  asked  the  consent  of  the  House 
to  take  up  on  its  passage  the  amendatory  bill,  to 
reorganize  the  district  courts  of  Mississippi;  but 

Mr.  CHAMBERS  objected. 

Mr.  MAY  moved  n  suspension  of  the  rules,  to 
take  up  Mr.  Cambrelekq*s  resolution,  to  raise  a 
selea  commilte  to  investigate  the  defalcations  of 
Samuel  Swartwout,  and  demanded  the  yeas  and 
nays,  which  were  ordered. 

Mr.  J.GQARB  trusted  the  House  would  go  on 
with  the  private  business,  for  they  were  really  do- 
ing gross  injustice  to  claimants  in  (bus,  from  time 
to  time,  setting  it  aside. 

The  House  refused  to  suspend  the  rules — ^yeas 
101,  nays  88,  not  being  two-diirds. 

Mr.  CEiAMBERS,  from  the  Committee  on 
Claims,  reported  a  joint  resolntiba  In  favor  of  the 
claim  of  Capt.  John  Downs. 

Mr.  RUSSELL*  from  th^  same  committee,  re- 


potted a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Frederick  Richmood. 
Mr.  GRAY,  from  the  same  committee,  rrported, 
without  amendment,  Senate  bill  for  the  relief  of 
.  Jechonias  Pigot  and  Benjamin  Lecraft,  sureties  df 
James  Manney,  late  collector  of  the  custurrs  for 
the  district  of  Beaufort,  in  the  State  of  North  Csro- 
Una. 

Mr.  SALTONSTALL,  from  the  same  eommii- 
tee,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Wm.  A.  White- 
head. 

Mr.  CHAMBERS  also,  from  the  same  eomnit. 
lee,  made  an  unfavorable  report  on  the  petition  of 
David  Powers:  laid  on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mt.QIDDINGS,  ihe  Committee  of 
Claims  was  dischaiged  from  the  further  considera- 
tion of  the  petitions  of  John  Harmon  and  Wm. 
Harmon;  and  the  same  wene  referred  to  the  Third 
Auditor  of  the  Treasury  for  adjustment. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  PETRIKIN,  the  Committee 
on  Indian  Affairs  was  discharged  from  the  farther 
consideration  of  the  petition  of  Wm.  Smith. 

Mr.  CUSHMAN,  from  the  Committee  on  Cooi- 
raerce,  reported,  without  amendment,  Senate  bill 
for  the  relief  of  the- owners  of  the  British  bng 
Despatch. 

Mr.  CURTIS,  from  the  same  committee,  report- 
ed, without  amendment.  Senate  bill  to  remanente 
the  captors  of  the  privateer  Lydia. 

Mr.  DROMGOOLE,  from  the  Commiltee  oq 
Foreign  Affairs,  reported  a  bill  to  provide  lor  car- 
rying into  effect  the  convention  between  the  Uoited 
States  and  the  Republic  of  Texas,  for  marking  the 
boundary  between  them,  giving  notice  that  be 
should  call  it  up  to-day. 

Mr.  LEO  ARE,  from  the  same  committee,  rr- 
ported, without  amendment,  Senate  bill  for  the  re- 
lief of  Thomas  Snmpter. 

Mr.  CUSHING,  from  the  same  committee,  re- 
ported a  bill  to  provide  for  the  protection  of  citi- 
zens of  the  United  States  residing  in  the  Oregos 
Territory,  or  trading  on  the  Columbia  river  or  in 
tributaries. 

Mr.  DROMGOOLE  moved  to  print  5000  extra 
copies  of  the  aocompanving  report. 

Mr.  ADAMS  moved  10,000,  which  Mr.  Dbom- 
oooLE  accepted,  and  the  motion  was  agreed  to 
ftem.  dis, 

Mr.  SIBLEY,  from  the  Commiltee  on  Rcvola- 
tionary  Pensions,  reported  a  bill  granting  a  pen- 
sion to  Leonard  Smith. 

Mr.  HEROD,  IVom  the  same  committee,  report- 
ed It  bill  for  the  relief  of  Samuel  B.  Hugo. 

Mr.  A.  H.  SHEPPjBRD,  from  theCommitleon 
Revolutionary  Claims,  reported  a  bill  for  relief  ol 
the  heirs  and  legal  representatives  of  Nick  alias 
Rignal  Henry,  deceased. 

Also,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  represeala- 
lives  James  Broadhurst,  deceased. 

Mr.  JOHNSON  of  Maryland,  from  iheSeM 
Commiltee  on  the  Public  Lands  reported  the  iA 
lowing  resolution,  which  was  concurred  in. 

Reaohed,  TThat  the  Committee  on  the'Pubiii 
Lands  be  authorized  to  appoint  a  cleric,  and  to  haw 
the  various  propositions  which  may  be  snbmiiis 
for  their  consideration  printed. 

Mr.  TALIAFERRO  submitted  the  following  pif 
amble  and  resolutions,  which  was  referred  to  ih 
Select  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands. 

VHiereas  the  continental  Congress  for  the  the 
confederacy  of  the  United  State^,  did,  by  resoh 
lion,  in  the  year  1780,  recommend  to  the  ?ev«i 
States  of  the  confederacy,  «>r  Federal  Union,  kw 
ing  claims  to  Western  lands,  a  liberal  sorreidi 
thereof,  as  a  common  fnnd,  in  tddof  HLablMKgi 
ptibZtc  credit^  and  to  dtseAorgr  Hu  debt  wneurred  lyt 
then  txiiiing  wartcWi  Greni  BtiUnn. 

And,  whereas,  tlie  Stale  of  Virginia  responda 
to  the  said  recommendation  of  Congress,  did, j 
the  second  day  of  January,  by  an  act  of  her  \tp 
lative  assembly,  adopt  and  >n»>nnit  to  Congreaif 
their  consideration  and  acrr  pia^nce,  the  terns  ti 
conditions  on  which  that  State  would  surrendtf 
the  United  State, /or  tike  pttf7»osef  ttfimmiy  att^ 
lands  within  the  chartered  boundaries  of  Ytiginl 
north  and  west  of  the  river  Ohio. 

And,  whereas,  Conzress  having  the  said  ten 
and  conditions  of  cession,  proposed  by  the  State 
Viiginia,  tinder  consideration,  resolved  on  ihe-^ 
day  of  September,  1783,  to  accept  the  ' 
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ikeexoeptiononlyofasUpaJatioii  in  said  tariae  of 
eevioo,  reqidriBg  die  Uaited  Sutes  to  goarantj  to 
Yhgiui  the  residae  of  her  Western  teiritory,  ly- 
MV  sonth  and  east  of  the  river  Ohio. 

And,  whereas,  the  State  of  Virfinia,  aswncing  to 
the  propoaed  ezcloston  from  her  terms  of  cession, 
Ad,  by  an  act  of  her  Legislative  Asaemblj,  antho- 
nze  her  then  delegates  in  Congress,  to  ezeeate  the 
cfiBtBDpUted  deed  of  cession;  whereupon,  and  in 
firtoe  of  4he  full  powers  vested  in  them,  the  said 
delegates^  then'  present,  did,  on  the  first  day  of 
March,  1784,  ezecnte  a  conveyance  to  the  United 
6iaies,for  all  the  lands  to  which  Virginia  had 
ebum,  north  and  west  of  the  river  Ohio,  according 
to  the  tff^iiiel  terms  and  cooditions  proposed  by 
Vlipnia  to  Congress,  for  the  cession  thereof,  with 
Ihecieepiion  mds  of  the  guarantee  aforesaid,  pro- 
posed by  Congress,  to  be  excluded  therefrom,  and 
asMnicd  to  by  Virginia,  as  aforesaid. 

And  whereas  the  cfiginal  terms  and  conditions 
proposed  by  Virginia,  and  assented  toby  Congress, 
for  die  cession  by  that  State  of  all  her  lands  north 
and  west  of  the  Ohio,  impose  (he  following  obliga- 
tions on  Congress: 

1.  That,  provided  the  State  of  Viiginia  had  net 
reserred  a  sufficient  quantity  of  g9odltmd  on  the 
souheast  side  of  the  river  Ohio  to  eatisfy  the  land 
boonly  promised  by  Virginia  to  her  officers  and 
mUiers  who  served  in  the  continental  line  of  the 
amy,  and  who  served  in  her  own  State  establish 
■eat,  that  Congress  should  make  up  such  defi- 
ctcBcy,  and  of  good  lands  lying  between  the  Scioto 
aad  Miami  rivers. 

8.  The  aforesaid  terms  and  conditions  of  cession 
provide,  and  it  is  so  expressed  in  the  deed,  «rhat  at! 
the  lands  in  the  territory  hereby  ceded  to  the  United 
States,  and  not  reserved  or  appropriated  to  any  of 
(he  h^mrt  mtn^entd  pwrpam^  or  disposed  of  in 
bovaties  to  the  officers  and  soldiers  ef  the  Ameri- 
can army,  shall  be  considered  a  common  fwnd  for 
thcMfe  «w  and  htneJU  of  such  of  the  United  Statesjas 
have  become,  or  shall  become,  members  of  the  Con- 
federation, or  federal  alliance  of  the  said  States, 
Vnginia  inclusive,  according  to  their  respective  pro- 
portions of  the  general  charge  and  expenditure,  and 
abaU  be  fmihfuUy  and  b<mm  fide  d%ipo$ed  offwiha 
fmpme^  and  for  fio  other  we  or  T^wpose  whatever,'* 

Rmhedy  That  the  select  committee  to  whom 
ftac  part  of  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
niy  in  relation  to  the  public  lands  was  referred, 
be  lastnicted  to  inquire  and  report  whether  the 
conveyance  of  the  lands  above  referred  to,  by  Vir- 
giaia,  to  th«  United  States,  is  not  a  conveyance  in 
troEt  for  the  specific  objects  expressly  enumerated 
in  the  deed  of  cession. 

3.  Whether  those  object!^  have  been  satisfied, 
aad,  eqwci^lly,  whether  Congress,  out  of  the  cedvd 
territory,  has  made  provision  for  the  deficit  of  goed 
imidt  OQ  the  southeast  side  of  the  Ohio  river,  to 
Miaff  the  land  bounty  promised  by  the  State  of 
VbfiBia  lo  the  oflScers  and  soldiers  of  the  Virginia 
lineoB  ooatinental  estabiisemeni;  if  not,  onghr  to 
be  pRHDpily  made  for  that  purpose. 

3.  Wha  quantity  of  the  ceded  territory  has  been, 
or  the  proceeds  thereof,  devoted  and  applied  to- 
vaids  the  apeeific  objects  enumerated  in  the  deed  of 
cesaioB;  aild  what  quantity  of  the  said  territory  has 
been  devoted  to  uses  and  purposes,  not  compre- 
htoded  in  the  terms  and  conditions  of  cession; 
fiaally,  if  it  shall  appear,-  that  there  will  be  a  sur- 
plus of  land  in  the  ceded  territory  beyond  what  is 
ntptired  U>  satisfy  the  objects  and  purposes  specially 
camnefmled  in  the  original  terms  and  conditions,  in 
pofioance  of  which  the  deed  of  cesssion  was  exe- 
euied;  whether  Congress  is  not  bound  by  the  roani- 
fiBM  intention  of  that  d^ed,  to  provide  for  a  prompt 
and  '**oMe>Ee"  distribution  of  the  proceeds  of  the 
nmaining  lands,  including  the  value  of  so  much 
«f  these  lands,  if  any,  as  may  have  been  devoted  lo 
aarposes  not  warranted  by  the  deed,  amongst  the 
mtiea  of  the  Union,  according  to  the  ratio  of  dis- 
ttftmiKMi  specified  in  the  deed  of  oession,  for  the 
>  mie  nae  and  benefit  of  the  said  States;  and  that  the 
r>  aonnniftre  have  leave  to  raport  by  bill. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  MARTIN,  the  bill  amenda- 
\  aoqr  of  tke  act  to  reoiganse  the  district  courts  of 
[  iha  United  States  in  •  the  State  of  Mississippi,  was 


»,  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 
Mr.  DBOMGOOLB  than  asked  the  Honae  to  go 


into  committee  on  the  bill  in  relation  to  the  Texas 
boundary. 

Mr.  CHAMBERS  objected,  for  if  they  did  not 
take  up  priva^  business  Ifaey  might  as  well  reject 
all  claims  at  onoe. 

Mr.  DROMGOOLE  moved  a  sa^pension  of  the 
rules,  but  it  was  disasreed  to. 

Mr.  CHAMBERS  moved  a  suspension  of  the 
rules  to  take  up  the  following  resolution,  submitted 
by  Mr.  Thomas  on  Sftturday  last: 

Jteiolved,  That  the  rules  of  the  House  be  amended 
by  adding  to  the  20th  rule  the  following: 

**And  on  the  first  and  third  Friday  of  each  month 
the  calendar  of  Senate  bills  shall  he  called  over, 
and  the  bills  to  the  passage  of  which  no  objection 
shall  then  be  made  shall  be  first  considered  and  dis^ 
posed  of." 

The  House  refused  to  suspend  the  rales— ayes 
84,  nays  68,  not  two-thirds. 

The  House  prsceeded  to  the  private  orders,  aad 
took  up  on  its  passage,  the  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Pamela  Brown,  (widow  of  theiate  Qen.  Brown.) 

The  bill  was  opposed  at  some  length  by  Mr. 
WILLIAMS  ef  Kentucky,  and  supported  by 
Measn^.  FOSTER,  ADAMS,  and  TAYLOR. 

Mr.  FETRIKEN  having  obtained  the  floor, 
moved  the  previous  question;  which  was  seconded. 

The  main  question  being  on  the  passage  of  the 
bill, 

Mr.  GRIFFIN  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays; 
which  were  ordered. 

Mr.  DUNCAN  moved  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table, 
and  upon  that  motion,  demanded  the  yeas  and 
nays;  which  were  not  ordered. 

The  question  upon  laying  upon  the  table  was 
then  uken,  and  decided  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  DUNCAN  moved  that  the  House  adjourn: 
decided  in  the  negative. 

The  (question  was  then  taken  upon  the  passage 
of  the  bill,  and  resulted — ^yeas  109,  nays  79. 

Mr.  DUNCAN  then  rose  and  gave  notice  that 
he  won  Id  on  to-morrow  move  to  reconsider  said 
vote. 

Mr.  RICE  GARLAND  said  as  it  was  evidently 
the  intention  of  the  gentleman  to  defeat  the  bill, 
he  woald  move  to  reconsider  the  vote  now,  not- 
withstanding he  would  vote  against  it;  and  there- 
upon moved  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  DROMGOOLE  moved  a  call  of  the  House, 
and  upon  that  motion  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays; 
which  were  ordered. 

Mr.  WHITTLESEY  moved  that  the  House  ad* 
joorn.    Not  agreed  to. 

Mr.  BRIGGS  moved  to  lay  the  motion  for  a  call 
of  the  House  upon  the  table;  and  upon  that  motion 
demanded  the  yeas  and  nays,  but  subsequently 
withdrew  it. 

The  question  was  then  taken  upon  the  motion 
for  a  call  of  the  House,  and  decided  in  the  nega- 
tive by  yeas  53,  nays  95. 

Mr.  LOOMIS  moved  that  the  House  adjourn. 
Not  carried. 

The  question  then  recurred  upon  the  previous 
question,  moved  by  Mr.  GAaLAiin  of  Lonisiaaa 
which  was  seconded— yeas  81,  nays  47. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS  of  Kentucky  moved  that  the 
House  adjourn;  and  upon  which  motion, 

Mr.  ELLMORB  demanded  tbe  yeas  and  nays; 
which  were  ordered  ;  and  were  yeas  43,  nays  96, 
so  the  House  refused  to  adjouriL 

The  question  then  recurring  on  the  motion  to 
reconsider, 

Mr.  DUNCAN  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays; 
which  were  not  ordered. 

The  House  then  refused  to  reconsider  the  vote 
on  the  passage  of  the  bill. 

Tbe  SPEAKER  laid  before  the  House  a  com- 
municatkm  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  in  compli- 
ance with  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Represen- 
tatives of  May  last,  in  relation  to  the  petition  of 
Elijah  Bell,  for  indemnification  of  certain  losses: 
laid  on  the  table. 

Also,  a  communication  from  the  Secretary  of 
State  in  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  House 
of  Representatives  of  the  31st  December  last,  in  re- 
latiott  to  the  commissionerB  appointrd  to  survey  the 
north  boundary  line  of  the  State  of  Missouri:  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  TerritoriaSy  and  ordered 
to  be  printed. 


Also,  a  communication  from  the  Secretary  of 
State,  enclosing  a  report  respecung  the  clerks  em- 
pk»yed  in  that  Department  during  the  last  year:  laii 
on  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Also,  a  communication  from  the  Secretary  fo 
the  Treasury,  jn  compliance  with  a  resolution  of 
the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  31st  ultimor 
in  relation  to  a  circular  issued  by  the  Comptroller 
in  the  year  1834  to  Samuel  Swartwout,  having 
reference  to  his  default:  laid  on  the  table,  and  or- 
dered to  be  printed. 

On  motion. 

The  House  then  adjomrned. 


IN  SENATE. 
SAToaDAY,  January  5, 1839. 

The  PRKSIDENT  announced  a  communicaiion 
from  the  Si  ate  Department,  stating  the  names  and 
compensation  of  the  clerte  employed  in  that  De- 
partment daring  the  past  year;  which  was  ordered  to 
be  primed. 

Also,  a  communication  from  the  Secretary  of 
State  in  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  Senate 
of  March  13,  1838,  in  relation  to  the  suits  on  triad 
docament  of  the  various  circuit  courts,  and  district 
conTt<;  having  circuit  court  jurisdiction,  &c.;  which 
was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Also,  a  communication  from  the  Secretary  of  th^ 
Treasury,  in  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the 
Senate  of  the  31st  ult.  in  relation  to  the  correspon- 
dence and  arrangements  between  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  and  the  Bank  of  North  America  and 
Bank  of  New  York;  which  was  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

Also,  a  communication  from  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  in  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the 
Senate  of  the  20th  ulu  in  relation  to  the  public 
lands  through  which  the  Mount  Carmel  and  New 
Albany  railroad  passes;  which  was  laid  on  the  ta- 
ble, aad  ordered  lo  be  printed, 

Also,  a  communication  from  the  Secretaiy  of 
the  Treasury,  transmitting  returns  from  the  incor- 
porated banks  in  the  District  of  Columbia;  which 
was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  MOUTON  presented  a  memorial  of  citi- 
zens of  New  Orlea^ns,  praying  Congress  to  grant 
unappropriated  lands  to  Mount  Carmel  and  New 
Albany  Railroad  Company;  which  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Roads  and  Canals. 

Mr.  STRANGE  presented  the  petition  of  Hugh 
A.  Crawford  and  Company,  praying  the  reim- 
bursement of  a  sum  of  mOney  lost  in  iks  transmis- 
sion through  the  post  office;  which  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Post  O^ce  and  Post  R.^ads. 

Mr.  MORRIS,  from  the  Committee  on  Pensions, 
to  which  had  been  referred  the  memorial  of  Mrs. 
Mary  Thompson,  widow  of  Colonel  Alexander 
Thompson,  who  was  killed  in  action  with  the  Se- 
minoles  in  Florida,  made  an  adverse  report  there- 
on; which,  after  some  remarks  from  Messrs.  MOR- 
RIS, HUBBARD,  and  NORVELL,  was  laid  upon 
the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  M.  also,  from  the  Committee  on  Pensions, 
to  which  was  referred  the  petition  of  Dr.  Joseph  C. 
Cornell,  a  surgeon  in  the  army,  made  an  adverse  re- 
port; which  was  adopted,  and  the  committee  dis- 
charged from  the  further  consideration  of  the  sub- 
ject. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS  of  Mississippi  submitted  the 
following  resolution,  which  was  adopted: 

Ritohed^  That  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Of- 
fice and  Post  Roads  be  instructed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  of  establishing  a  mail  route  from 
Hernando,  De  Soto  county,  Mississippi,  to  the 
town  of  Commerce,  on  the  Mississippi  river,  in  the 
same  county. 

Mr.  NORVELL,  from  the  Committee  on  Revo- 
lutionary Claims,  to  which  had  been  refeired  the 
memorial  of  the  widow  and  other  heirs  at  law  of 
the  late  Alexander  Hamilton,  reported  a  bill  for 
their  relief;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  a  se- 
cond reading. 

Mr.  KNIGHT,  from  the  Committee  on  Pen- 
sions, to  which  had  been  referred  the  bill  for  the 
relief  of  Sarah  Angell  and  the  other  htirs  at  law 
of  Benjamin  King,  deceased,  reported  the  same 
without  amendment;  which  was  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed for  a  third  reading. 

The  biU  from  the  IJonse  of  Repraoentf^tirea  to 
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coNGRiidsiokAL  globe:. 


reorgautz  ihe  district  Courts  of  the  State  of  Mis- 
sissinpi;  wnieh  was  read  twice,  and  referred  to  ihe 
Co'niriitice  on  the  Jadidaiy. 

Tue  Senate  took  up  in  its  order  the  rejport  of  the 
Committee  on  the  Contingent  Fand,  to  which  htd 
been  referred  ihe  petition  of  the  reporters  of  dis^tant 
papers,  asking  that  accommodations  might  be  pro- 
vided for  them  either  within  the  chamber  or  in  the 
galleries  of  the  Senate;  tihe  report  concloding  with 
a  fefl^ution  providing  that  the  front  seats  of  the 
•astern  gallery  be  set  apart  for  reporters. 

TKe  report  and  resolution  having  been  read, 

Mr.  KING  wished  to  know  whether  it  was  the 
object  of  the  committee  who  presented  the  report 
thai  the  rale  heretofore  adopted  by  the  Senate 
should  be  changed,  snd  that  the  reporters  who  were 
admitted  by  that  rale  to  seats  on .  tb»  floor  of  the 
Senate,  should  also  be  sent  to  the  gallery.  We  have 
already  six  or  seven  gentlemen  eog^ed  in  report- 
ing ihe  proceedings  for  the  newspapers  of  ihe  Dis- 
trict, whether  correctly  or  otherwise  he  woai4  not 
say;  but  he  was  not  disposed  so  to  extend  this  pri- 
vilege as  to  giTe  repertArs  the  wl^le  front  of  the 
gallery.  This  would  exclude  many  honest  and 
respectable  citizens  who  were  desirous  of  witness- 
iag  our  proceedings.  They  might,  to  be  sure,  put 
up  a  box  or  two  for  those  letter  writers,  as  he  sap- 
posed  ihem  to  be,  who  represented  things  in  their 
own  way;  but  he  objected  to  appropriatintg  so  large 
a  space  for  their  accommodation.  He  hoped  the 
rcsjluiioa  would  be  suffered  to  lie  on  the  table* 

Mr.  KNIGHT  explained  the  grounds  on  which 
the  committee  were  induced  to  make  this  report; 
but  he  spoke  in  so  low  a  tone,  that  it  was  impossi- 
ble for  the  reporters  to  hear  him. 

Mr.  NILBS  moved  that  the  resolution  be  post- 
poned indefinitely.  He  was  somewhat  surprised 
at  a  proposition  that  that  body  should  sanction,  and 
in  some  manner  endorse,  the  vile  slanders  that  is- 
sued dailj  fiom  these  letter  writers,  by  assigning 
ihvm  seats  within  the  chamber.  Who  were  those 
persons  Vho  Fiyled  themselves  reporters?  Why 
miserable  slanderers,  hirelings  hanging  on  to  the 
skirts  of  literature,  earning  a  miaerable  subsistence 
from  their  vile  and  dirty  misrepresentations  of  the 
proceedings  here,  and  many  of  them  writing  for 
both  sides.  As  his  term  of  service  wss  about  to 
expire,  he  could  speak  disinierestediy  on  the  sub- 
ject. Perhaps  no  member  of  that  body  had  been 
more  misrepresented  and  caricatured  than  himself 
by  those  venal  and  profligate  scribblers,  who  were 
.sent  on  here  to  earn  a  disrepatable  living,  by  ca- 
tering for  the  depraved  appetite  of  the  papers  they 
wrote  for.  Shall  we,  said  Mr.  N.  sanction  su<^ 
miserable  carlcatsres  of  the  proceedings  of  this 
bod/,  as  are  daily  sent  abroad  by  these  hirelings, 
and  thus  give  currency  t9  them?  for  their  vile  trash 
goes  out  U)  the  world  in  advance  of  the  reports  of 
the  regular  reporters!  No.,  Was  he  not  unwilling 
to  do  any  act  that  might*  be  supposed  to  interfere 
in  tbe  slightest  «legree  with  the  freedom  of  the 
press,  he  won'd  move  some  resolution  to  prevent 
their  coming  within  the  walls  of  the  body  at  all. 
As  it  was,  let  them  take  their  seaU  in  the  galleries, 
and  write,  what  they  pleaM,  without  ask  ing  for 
the  sanction  of  the  Senate;  for  be  would  not  con- 
sent for  their  Accomt^odation,  to  exclude  the  ho- 
nest and  respectable  citizens  who  came  there  as 
spectators.  .  , 

Mr.  PRESTON  said  we  had  already  adinitted 
reporters  under  a  rule  of  the  Senate,  but  this  was  a 
monopoly  of  the  local  presses;  and  he  knew  no  rea- 
son why  they  should  have  a  sptclH  right  of  Mmis- 
sion.  He  was  in  favor  of  the  adoption  of  lais  re- 
solution, and  opposed  to  any  monopoly  in  ihe  mat- 
ter. He  was  aware  that  highly  colored,  and,  in 
many  instances,  vituperative  letters,  bud  gone  forth 
from  this  city^  and  were  published  and  circoUted 
by  the  party  presses  of  the  country.  We  may, 
perhaps,  all  feel  that  we  have  more  or  less  reason 
of  complaint  against  these  letter  writers;  and  he 
thought  that  the  oondnct  of  no  member  of  the  Se- 
nate Jhnd  been  more  frequently  or  greatly  misrepre- 
sented than  his  own;  yet  this  was  pne  of  the  evils 
of  a  free^  and  even  licentious  pfos;  and  he  was  for 
bearing  the  ills  inflicted  on  hit^persoBkally,  fox  what 
he  deemed  a  greater  public  gqgd.  W/e  fca*».  re^ . 
porters  hcr^  to  papers  ^f  .^t^j^4i^,.i«r}(i  onong 
them  the  reporters  for  a  paper  that  would  be  th^ ' 


last  to  s^y  any  thing  to  the  disadvantage  of  the  Se- 
nator from  Connecticut,  orf;ivehim  ihe  least  cause 
of  complaint.  Since  the  adoption  of  the  rule  by 
the  Senate,  he  had  seen  but  a  single  editor  of  one 
of  the  city  papers  on  the  floor,  and  he  had  yet  to 
learn  what  right  he  had  to  be  admitted.  He  thought 
that  the  revolution  would  do  no  more  than  justice 
to  the  gentlemen  .connected  with  the  press  of  the 
country,  of  whom  it  may  be  said  that  it  is  better  to 
htve  the'.r  favorable  report  while  living,  than  a 
good  epitfiph  when  dead.  He  did  net  imagine  that 
it  would  require  as  much  room  to  accommodate 
them  as  to  exclude,  to  any  great  extent,  that  re- 
spectable portion  of  citizens  who  do  us  tbe  honor  of 
superintending,  and,  to  some  extent,  supervising, 
onr  doings  in  this  chamber. 

Mr.  NORVELL  observed,  that  he  had  presented 
the  petition  of  the  reporters,  whose  accommoda- 
tion was  proposed  to  be  provided  for  in  the  report 
now  under  consideration.  Having  done  so,  he  felt 
bound  to  say  that  he  viewed  the  proposition  made 
by  the  Committee  on  the  Contingent  Fund  to  be 
proper  and  correct.  If  the  reporters  for  distant 
papers  coukl  be  placed  m  positions  from  which 
they  could  take  notes  of  what  passed  in  the  Senate, 
without  any  great  inconvenience  to  other  citizens, 
he  thought  that  this  privilege  ought  to  be  extended 
to  them.  It  would  enable  ihem  to  perform,  with 
greater  facility  and  accuracy,  their  engagements  to 
Uie  newspaper  press  and  the  reading  public.  He 
should  exceedingly  regret,,  that  because  members  of 
the  Senate  had  suffered  under  the  calumnies  of 
some  of  the  letter  writers,  peibaps  some  of  these 
very  reporters,  they  should  be  excluded  from  the 
accommodation  wiihin  the  gaUery  which  they  had 
solicited.  Their  exclusion  from  the  hall  of  the 
Senate  rendered  it  difiicnlt,  if  not  impossible,  for 
them  to  take  notes  of  our  proceedings  and  debates. 
Perhaps  much  of  the  misrepresentation,  of  which 
complatnt  had  been  so  feelingly  made,  occurred  in 
consequence  of  this  very  exclusion.  He  was  not 
of  the  opinion  that  newspaper  abuse  inflicted  any 
great  degree  of  injury  upon  any  public  man.  He 
repeated  what  he  had  frequently  elsewhere  said, 
that  so  far  as  he  had  been  the  humble  object  of  at- 
tack, these  newspaper  slanders  had  done  him  more 
good  than  harm,  and,  with  the  Senator  from  South 
Carolina,  he  would,  on  all  occasions,  go  the  whole 
length  notonly  for  the  freedom,  but  for  the  license 
—the  licentiousness  of  the  press,  rather  than  seem 
to  put  the  free  exercise  of  its  libeity  under  any  re- 
straint. He  would  interpose  no  obstacle  to  the  un- 
limited publication  of  whatever  the  letter  writers 
or  reporters  might  choose  to  say  of  us.  He  would 
do  nothing  to  prevent  them  from  giving  full  and 
fair  reports.  If  we  ciAinot  sustain  ourselves  here, 
or  with  our  constituents,  against  their  culumnies, 
we  must  be  unworthy  of  our  seats  in  this  hall. 
He  did  hope,  for  these  and  other  reasons,  that  the 
Senate  wonld  adopt  the  report  under  considera- 
tion, and  grant  the  accommodations  which  had 
been  requested. 

Mr.  NILES  observed  that  he  was  mnch  obliged 
to  the  honorable  Senator  frmn  South  Carolina  for 
his  philanthropical  system.  He  wonld  only  s&y  to 
him  that,  having  no  interest  in  it,  his  case  did  net 
require  it.  The  Senator  spoke  6f  the  ejnslusive  au- 
eommodhtions  a  I  towed  to  the  reporters  for  the  city 
papers  as  a  monopoly,  and  therefore  unjust;  to 
which  he  would  reply,  that  from  the  very  nature  of 
things,  it  must  be  a  monopoly;  they  could  not  ex- 
tend their  accommodations  to  all  the  newspapers  of 
the  country  without  excluding  spectators  altogether. 
It  was  necessary  to  fix  on  some  limit;  and  it  had 
been  decided  that,  to  extend  accommodations  to  the 
papers  of  the  District,  was  going  fkr  enough.  The 
reporters  of  the  city  papers  gave  the  eaKiest  and 
fullest  intelligence  of  the  proceedings  of  the  body; 
bnt  the^e  petitioners  were  not  here  for  the  same  ob- 
ject that  the  regular  reporters  were  sent.  They 
were  not  tent  here  to  report  the  proceedings:  they 
were,  OS  he  understood,  letter  writers,  sent  here  to 
give  such  a  false  coloring  to  what  was  said  and 
done  in  that  ball,  Jis  wouM  answer  the  purposes  of 
tixeir  employers.  He  would  not,  however,  inters 
fere  with  them  any  more  than  wouki  the  Senator 
irom  South  Caeotina*  -He  bad; no  right  to  intier- 
fere;  but^  at  the  same  time,  he  would  not, ^by  pro- 
viding accommodations  fdr  them,  have  their  re- 


ports go  out  under  the  sanction  of  the  house. 
What  were  these  persons  sent  here  for?  Was  it 
not  known  that  the  regular  reporters  here  gave  full 
and  faithful  reports  of  their  proceedings,  and  though 
they  were  somewhat  partial,  yet,  in  this  paiticular, 
the  (wo  political  parties  were  equalized?  He  could 
say  with  the  Senator  from  Michigan,  he  h^  no 
right  to  complain  of  any  injury  done  him  by  news- 
paper slanders.  He  had,  at  all  events,  acquired  no 
small  share  of  notoriety  in  consequence  of  the 
abuse  that  had  be^n  heaped  on  him^  But  ihe  true 
question  was,  shall  we  give  onr  sanction  to  tbe  per- 
versions and  deceptions  of  a  parcel  of  hirehng 
scribblen,  sent  abroad  to  perverii  mislead  n^d  cor- 
rupt public  sentiment?  He  did  not  say  that  they 
should  dp  any  thing  to  stop  them; -but  he  would  not 
do  any  tiding  that  could  be  construed  into  sanction- 
Vig  their  vile  practices.  Mr.'N.  did  not  wish  te 
take  up  the  time  of  the  Senate  further,  and,  there- 
fore, concluded  by  asking  for  the  yeas  and  nB}s; 
which  were  accordingly  ordered. 

Mr.  STRANGE  said  he  would  vote  for  the  in- 
definite postponement,  but  for  a  different  reason 
than  the  one  indicated  by  the  Senator  from  Con- 
necticut. We  are  all  aware  of  the  extent  to  which 
misrepresentation  and  abuse  has  attained  as  re- 
gards the  public  men  of  our  country;  but  he 
thought  it  would  be  as  impossible  to  stop  it,  as  to 
arrest  tbe  current  of  the  Potomac.  He  acknow- 
ledged that  the  present  system* of  admitting  re- 
porters was  a  monopoly,  but  it  must  be  a  monopo- 
ly from  the  nature  of  the  case.  If  we  extend  the 
privilege,  where  are  we  to  slop.  Must  every 
editor  who  publishes  a  paper  in  this  country, 
amounting  to  upwards  of  a  thousand,  have  admit- 
tance here  to  the  exclusion  of  respectable  ciiizeos 
who  are  equally  entitled  to  the  privilege  with  them- 
selves? And  if  you  pass  this  resolution  to  admit 
eight  or  ten  additional  reporters,  why  not  eighty 
or  a  hundred,  as  they  all  have  the  samn  right  to 
demand  admission  here.  He  thought  that  a  suffi- 
cient number  were  already  admitted  here  f#r  all 
necessary  purposes,  and  though  they  could  not  arrest 
misrepresentation  and  calumny,  he  was  opposed 
to  opening  the  door  any  wider. 

Mr»  KiNIGHT  said  that  this  memorial  was  pre- 
sented to  the  Senate  by  several  gentlemen,  who 
state  that  they  are  reporters  of  the  proceedings  of  . 
Congress,  and  pray  that  they  may  have  some  place 
assigned  them  in  the  gallery,  or  any  other  conve- 
bieni  place.  This  memorial  (said. Mr.  K.)  was  re- 
ferred to  a  committee  of  the  Senate.  The  comr 
mittee  supposed  that  the  object  referred  to  them 
was,  to  select  a  convenient  and  proper  place  for 
these  reporters.  They  have  done  so,  and  have  re- 
ported, that  the  front  seat  in  the  east  gallery,  on  ihe 
right  of  the  Presidents  chair,  is  a  place  suj table 
for  them;  and  they  have  also  reported  the  revolniion 
now  under  consideration,  assignini;  it  to  their  use. 
The  c&mmittee  do  not  propose  to  assign  to  these 
reporters  the  whole  of  the  front  seat,  as  is  sappoaed 
by  some  Senators;  neither  does  the  i esolutioA  di- 
rect that  the  present  reporters  who  are  aotooi mo- 
dated  tm  the  floor  of  the  Senate  shall  be  removed 
to  the  inillery.  No,  sir,  they  will  remain  where 
they  are.  It  permit)  these  petitioners  to  hare  a 
place  •n  a  part  of  the  front  seat  of  the  gallery  for 
their  use.  The  committee  did  not  consider  thcae 
memorialists  as  slanderers  and  venal  letter  writers, 
as  ^stated  by  the  Senator  from  ConneetiCQt,  Iwc 
viewed  them  in  the  character  of  reporters. 

It  is  for  the  Senate  to  decide  whether  we  thmll  he 
shut  up  in  this  room,  i^d  transact  the  bustaess  9I 
the  nation,  or  whether  we  shall  let  our  doings  be 
known  to  the  worid  through  the  instrumentality  of 
reporters. 

My  intention,  Mr.  President,  is  only  to  viadicale 
the  committee;  not  to  follow  the  wide  range  taken 
in  this  debate,  but  to  consider  tbe  resolptioo  before 
the  Senate,  and  whether  these  seporters  shall  have 
a  place  assigned  to  them  or  nou  These  meuorW- 
ists  are  represented  in  their  memorial  as  leponeis 
of  the  proceedings  of  Congress;  ihtj.  have  sigaad 
their  names  to  the  memorial,  and  have  given,  the 
names  of  the  public  pa  pen  they  repert  for;  ihey 
are  papen  at  a  distance  from  this  place. 

It  is  not  presumed  that  these  persons,  will  ^tc 
iong  aadidetailed  reports  of  ihe  debates  Of  Seiuttors^ 
but  they  will  give  a  synopsis  of  the  transactions  04 
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the  Sniata  in  a  manner  as  acceptable  to  the  pQbUc 
as  the  reports  of  whole  speeches;  they  will  give  the 
sabsiaoee,  and  5ay.e  the  time  of  reading  colamn 
after ooJamn  of  a  newspaper  to  find  it.  Tl^ey  will 
BO  donbt  report  facts  as  tnily  as  the  present  re- 
porters. A:tboagh  thej  may  gire  only  a  synopsis, 
j^  it  will  contain  much  of  the  doings  of  the  Senate, 
and  in  a  mode  similar  to  a  New  York  correspon- 
deot  of  (he  National  Intelligencer.  We  B\ji  9ee  in 
a  small  corner  of  that  paper,  in  a  condensed  form, 
maeh  of  the  information  we  should  get  by  reading 
t  jard  aqaare  newspaper;  all  the  principal  events 
are  related  that  occur;  and  these  reports  will  be 
similar,  and  will  be  diflfased  sooner  than  the  ordi- 
nary reports  published  here.  If  these  reporters 
ha?f  places  assignewl  them,  they  will  feel  their  re- 
sponsibility;' and  they  will  not  be  those  ?ile  slan- 
derers and  venal  letter  writers  that  gentlemen  sap- 
pose,  nor  were  ihey  so  considered  by  the  committee. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN^  observed  thai  he  xhoald  vote 
for  the  mii:ioa  of  the  Senator  from  Connecticot; 
sod  be  would,  with  the  permission  of  the  Senate, 
briea>  siate  the  reasons  which  had  tronght  him  to 
this  coocla.<iion.  For  his  own  part,  he  could  not 
saj  that  he  had  any  personal  feelings  in  relation  to 
these  letter  writers.  He  l)ore,  with  as  much  philo- 
sofhit  patience  as  any  other  gentleman,  that  por- 
tioa  of  in/]iction  with  which  they  had  thought  pro« 
per  to  vi>it  him;  and  he  could  not  say  that  they  had 
abused  him  more  than  he  had  reason  to  expect. 
He  never  was  mortified  bnt  by  one  letter,  and  that 
had  been  written,  he  believed,  to  a  Maine  newspa-  i 
per,  in  which  he  was  represented  to  be  a  venerable 
old  sentleman,  apparently  between  sixty  and  se- 
veaty  years  of  age.  This,  he  acknowledged,  had 
roQched  him  upou  a  tender  point. 

Ic  it  were  proposed  to  furnish  seats  to  as  many 
reporters  for  the  different  newspapers  of  the  United 
Slates  as  could  be  accommodated  in  the  whole  of 
ibe  front  seat  of  (he  front  gallery,  he  woald  vote  for 
(be  propna^ition  with  all  his  heart.  But,  he  would 
ask,  who  was  a  reporteil  A  reporter  was  a  person 
who  gave  a  faithful  historical  account  of  the  pro- 
oeeding.s  of  the  body,  with  -full  reports  or  fair  ab- 
tfractj  of  the  spe^Uies  of  its  different  members, 
from  which  the  public  could  be  made  acqnainted 
with  the  nature  of  the  business  transacted?  Were 
the  le«er  writers  reporters  in  this  sensel  Would 
asy  Senator  contend  that  they  were?  No:  they  did 
Bot  themselves  pretend  to  be  so.  They  gave  par- 
tial and  piquant  accounts  of  such  proceedings  and 
debates  as  struck  their  own  fancy;  and  having  the 
same  party  feelings  with  the  members  of  tbe  body, 
they  represented  us  in  the  li^ht  which  would  be 
aost  agreeable  to  the  readers  of  the  jpurnals  for 
which  ihey  were  employed.  Whilst  the  letter 
writer  of  one  party  was  in  raptures  with  the  speech 
of  a  favcnrite  Senator,  and  represented  it  as  the  very 
perfrct  on  of  eloquence  and  argument,  another  let- 
ter writer  of  the  opposite  parly  denounced  the  very 
same  speech  as  a  poor,  flimsy,  frothy  affair,  which 
had  been  scattered  to  the  winds  by  the  breath  of 
some  A jaz  Telamon  on  the  other  side.  Now  it 
wa?  notorious  that  these  were  the  gentlemen,  sn- 
der  the  name  of  reporters,  for  whom  seats  were  to 
be  provided  under  the  resolntion  then  before  the 
Senate.  He  thought  they  were  ndt  entitled  to  any 
such  privilege,  nor  were  their  labors  worthy  ofsuch 
a  sand  ion  by  the  Senate.  He  had  nothing  to  say 
against  them.  Let  them  mingle  with  our  respecta- 
ble fellow-citizens  who  daily  frequent  the  galleries, 
and  let  them  write  what  they  thought  proper.  Per- 
flooally,  be  did  not  regard  iheil  .censure.  In  the 
Jong  run,  the  people  always  came  to  a  correct  con- 
clusion ia  regard  to  the  merits  of  public  men,  no 
matt4fr  bow  ranch  they  were  misrepresented.  The 
caae  of  tke  Senator  from  Connecticut  [Mr.  Nuxs] 
was  a  striking  example  of  the  justice  of  this  remark. 
Tkt  letter  writers  had  done  him  no  injury,  although 
he  had  been  caricatured  to  a  greater  degree  than 
aay  member  of  the  body.  Indeed,  he  believed  that 
these  caricatures,  instead  of  injuring,  had  elevated 
him  ia  ibe  public  esteem.  He  thought  he  conld  ap- 
peal with  confidence  to  all  sides  of  the  House,  whe- 
tber  Wbigs,  Conservatives,  or  Democrats,  for  the 
tmib  of  the  assertion,  that  the  Senator  from  Con- 
aeeticat  uqw  stood,  higher,  much  higher,  in  the  body 
iuelfy  than  heiiad  dcme  two  years  ago. 
Mr.  B..h«donMTeral(!oxmeroccasioiis8tatedthatif 


the  Senate  expected  to  have  full  and  faithful  reports 
of  their  proceedings  and  debates,  there  was  but 
one  mode  of  accomplishing  this  purpose.  Tney 
could  not  expect  the  editors  of  the  Globe  and  In- 
telligencer to  employ  a  sufficient  number  of  skilful 
And  experienced  reporters,  to  present  to  the  public 
every  thing  of  importance  that  was  said  and  done 
in  the  body.  The  patronage  of  these  journals 
would  not  justify  the  expense;  and  in  this  respect 
they  differed  from  the  leading  journals  of  London, 
in  which  you  might  read  the  next  morning  the 
whole  debate  of  the  preceding  evening,  in  both 
Houses  of  Parliament.  The  few  reporters  employ- 
ed by  the  Globe  and  Intelligencer  had  done  their 
dntv  as  well,  and  even  better,  than  could  have  been 
expected;  but  if  the  Senate  thought  it  desirable  to 
communicate  to  the  public  a  full  and  accurate  ac- 
count of  their  debates  and  proceedings,  they  mast 
employ  and  pay  a  sufficient  number  of  their  own 
reporters  and  make  them  responsible  to  the  body 
itself. 

Under  all  the  circumstances,  he    was  in  favor 
of  leaving  }he  rule  as  it  now  was,  at  least  until  the 
end  of  the  present  short  session.     If  these  gentle- 
men who  asked  lor  the  accommodation  were  really 
reporters,  he  would  cheerfully  vote  for  the  resolu- 
tion; but  as  they  were  not,  he  would  leave  them  to 
take  their  chance  with  other  citizens  of  the  United 
Slates,  in  the  comfortable  galleries  of  the  Senate. 
Mr.  PRESTON  tliought  that  the  Senator  from 
Pennsylvania  was  mistaken  as  to  the  purport  of 
the  resolution:  it  conferred  the  privilege  of  admis- 
sion on  reporters  alone,  not  on  letter  writers;  and, 
therefore,  if  the  resolution  was  adopted,  letter  wri- 
ters would  not  be  admitt(»d  under  it.    But  he  was 
not  disposed  to  join  with  honorable  Senators  in  the 
unmitigated  condemnation   they  had  dealt  out  to 
this  clai^  of  persons;  he  was  of  opinion  that  these 
letter  writers  presented  a  more  interesting  sketch,  a 
more  faithful  picture  of  the  doings  of  the  Senate, 
than  the  mere  journal-like  records  of  the  official 
proceedings  furnished  by  our  city  papers,  however 
correct  they  might  be.  If,  as  the  Senator  from  Penn- 
sylvania seemed  to  think,  he   [Mr.  P.]  had  been 
dealt  with  more  kindly  than  the  Senator  from  Con- 
necticut, it  was  because  he  was  a  much  more  hum- 
ble individual.    As  the  Senator  had  related  an  in- 
stance in  which  his  vanity  was  grievously  mortified, 
he  [Mr.  P.]  would  mention  one  in  which  his  was 
as  highly  excited.    He  had  seen  one  of  these  letters, 
in  which  the  writ«r  asserted  there  was  a  strong 
personal  resemblance  between  the  Senator  from 
Connecticut  and  himself,  only  that  he  [Mr.  P.]  was 
somewhat  more  venerable  in   appearance.    Now 
this,  to  a  person  of  his  humble  pretensions  to  per- 
sonal attractions,  was  highly  flatteriog,  and  might 
account  for  his  partiality  to  this  class  of  persons, 
and  to  the  aversion  with  which  they  are  regarded 
by    the   Senator   from    Connecticut.     But    the 
Senator  wa<i  amply   compensated  for  this  single 
unpleasant  comparison  by  the  many  eulogiums 
which  were  passed  upon  him.    Why,  sir,  was  it 
not  said  by  one  of  them  that  the  Senator  from 
Connecticut  spoke  extern poraneou^y  in  the  sen- 
tentious and  forcible  language  that  Franklin,  with 
all  his    philosophic  research,  elaborated    in  the 
closet?  .  Bnt  [said  Mr.  P.]  gentlemen  seem  to 
think  that  our  side  have  the  ad  vantage  in  tbe  mis- 
representations which  are  sent  from  this  city  re- 
specting our  proceedings.    He  thought  they  were 
mistaken,  and  that  their  favors  were  pretty  equally 
distributed.    It  was  said  that  these  gentlemen  wrote 
for  both  sides;  for  papers  of  both  political  parties.  • 
Well  then,  the  same  letter  wrrter  to  please  his  em- 
ployer, in  one  paper,  serves  up  the  gentlemen  on 
that  side  of  the  House,  while  in  another  paper,  he  is 
equally  unceremonious  in  his  caricatures  of  gen- 
tlemen on  this  side.    Now  here  was  a  striking 
evidence  of  the  impartiality  of  these  gentlemen. 
In  regard  to  caricature,  though  somewhat  over- 
charged and  distorted,  and  calculated  to  make  one 
langb,  yet  to  be  efficient  it  vas  always  necessary 
to  preserve  a  likeness,  o^nd  be  thought  that  a  more 
vivid  picture  of  the  doings  of  the  Senate  had  been 
presented  to  the  public  in  that  mode  than  by  any 
other.    For  his  own  part,  he  thought  that  the  mis- 
representations of  this  class  could  work  injury  to 
no  one,  and  that  error  may  be  sirfely  tolerated 
wheu.  reason  was  le(t  free  to  combat  it. 


Mr.  NILES  obaerved  that  the  honorable  Sena- 
tor from  South  Carolina  was  mistaken  in  one  par- 
ticular. He  was  sensible  that  he  should  be  a  gain- 
er by  a  change  of  consiiiutency,  imd  if  was  very 
Erobable  the  Senator  also  would  be.  The  Senaior 
ad  a  wonderful  faculty  of  ioioving  in  a  circle,  and 
of  being  at  the  extrem^  of  politics.  He  thought 
he  knew  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina,  and  that 
some  of  his  (Mr.  N^)  constituents,  the  men  of  the 
Hartford  Convention  stamp,  could  not  be  better  re- 
presented than  by  him,  whilst  he  thought  that  he 
himself,  with  the  a^istance  of  a  gentleman  near 
him,  could  get  along  very  well  in  representing 
the  Nullifiers  of  South  Carolina.  He  was  very 
sorry  that  his  worthy  and  excellent  friend  had  let 
fall  some  observations  which  might  have  the  ap- 
pearance of  being  ironical.  He  was  sensible,  how- 
ever, that  the  Senator  was  sincere,  and  was  serious 
in  all  that  he  said.  As  to  these  newspaper  scrib- 
blers, he  disregarded  them  altogether.  He  was  aii 
old  campaigner,  and  what  they  wrote  never  affected 
him.  He  never  read  any  of  their  eff'usions  but 
one  letter;  and  that  was  done  up  in  a  handsome 
styl^,  and  enclosed  to  him  directed  in  such  a  neat 
handwriting,  that,  supposing  it  to  be  from  somt* 
fair  damsel,  he  took  the  trouble  to  read  it. 

Mr.-  PRESTON  said  he  could  not  acquiesce  rn 
the  suggcsiion  of  the  Senator — that  it  miglu  be  nd- 
vantageous  to  them  to  change  positions — that  he 
(Mr.  P.)  might  be  the  representative  of  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Hartford  Convention,  and  the  Senator 
from  Connecticut  might  represent  the  Nullifiers  of 
South  Carolina.  No,  sir,  said  Mr.  P.  I  never 
couKl  be  a  fit  representative  of  the  old  HarlfoFd 
Convention  Federalists;  nor  would  the  Senator 
from  Connecticut  be  an  appropriate  representative 
of  the  braverv  and  magnanimity  of  the  chivalrous 
Nnllifier.  Nor  would  he  change  States  with  the 
Senator;  he  would  not  change  South  Carolina, 
wrong  as  he  thought  she  was  at  present,  for  Con- 
.neciicut,  however  right  he  might  deem  her  to  tie.  It 
was  better  to  be  wrong  with  Cato,  than  right  with 
any  body  else. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  motion  to 
postpone  the  resolution  indefinitely,  and  it  was  car- 
ried—yeas 20,  nays  17,  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messi-s.  Allen,  Benton,  Brown,  Bu- 
chanan, Clay  of  Alabama,  Fulton,  Hubbard, 
King,  Mouton,  Nichola*5,  Niles,  Pierce,  Roane, ^ 
Smith  of  Connecticut,  S»range,  Tipton,  Walkrr, 
Williams  of  Maine,  Williams  of  Mis<;issippi,  and 
Wright— 20. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Clay  of  Kentucky,  Clayton, 
Crittenden,  Davis,  Foster,  Knight,  Linn,  Lyoij, 
.Morris,  Norvell,  Prentiss,  Preston,  Rives, Robbins, 
Robinson,  Smith  ol  Indiana,  and  Swifts  17. 

The  PRESIDENT  then  rose  and  asked  the  in- 
dulgence of  the  Seaate  while  he  made  a  short  statt- 
meot.  A  remark  had  been  made  in  the  course 
of  the  debate,  which,  to  say  the  least  of  it,  was  cal- 
culated to  throw  upon  the  presiding  officer  of  the 
Senate  the  imputation  of  negligence  in  the  discharge 
of  his  duty.  He  aUuded  to  the  remark  made  by 
•  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina,  [Mr.  Prestok,] 
in  which  he  expressed  h-s  disapprobation  of  an 
Editor  enjoying  the  privileges  of  ctiming  info  that 
chamber  "from  rights  unknown  to  him,'*  or  some- 
thing to  that  effect.  Presuming  that  the  Senator 
intended  to  refer  to  one  of  the  public  printers,  who 
was'j  an  Editor  of  a  daily  pai»er,  [Mr.  Biairl  and  at 
all  times  willing  to  explain  the  motives  which  go- 
verned his  conduct,  however  inadequate  the  pre- 
siding officer  might  feel  to  the  perfect  discharge  of 
the  high  and  responsible  duties  devolving  on  him, 
he  would  now,  with  their  indulgence,  pioced  to 
state  to  the  Senate  the  grounds  on  whioh  this  gen- 
tleman had  been  admitted  within  the  chamber. 
The  presiding  officer  intended  that  his  conduct 
should  be  such  thai  neither  personal  nor  poiiiical 
considerations  could  be  imputed  to  him  by  his 
admitting  any  person  on  this  floor,  or  to  any 
privilege,  great  or  small,  in  violation  of 
his  duty.  If  the  Senator  from  South  Ca- 
rolina had  thought  proper  to  have  honor-, 
ed  the  presiding  officer  with  a  knowledge  of 
his  disapprobation,  it  would  not  have  been  un- 
known to  him  by  what  rights  the  Editor  he  referred 
to  entered  the  chamber.  A  pronositiori  was  sub- 
mitted to  him  in  writing,  soon  after  his  taking 'th« 
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chair,  for  his  decision  whether,  by  a  proper  con- 
struction, the  rale  adopted  at  the  close  of  the  last 
•easioQ  excluded  the  printers  of  the  bodj.  The 
Chair  had  no  hesitation  in  giving  it  as  his  coiystruo- 
tion  et  the  rule,  that  the  public  printers,  as  officers 
of  the  body,  were  not  excluded.  They  were  sworn 
officers,  made  so  by  the  votes  of  the  body,  and  as 
much  entitled  to  come  into  Ihe  chamber  as  the 
clerks,  messenger5,  doorkeepers,  and  other  officers; 
subject  only  to  the  observance  of  that  decorum 
which  was  expected  of  every  one  coming  within 
their  walls.  I  fact,  the  public  prinUrs,  elected  by 
the  body,  and  sworn  to  the  faithful  performance  of 
their  duty,  had  been  considered  as  officers  of  the 
body,  and  admitted  as  such,  ever  since  the  founda- 
tion of  the  Government. 

The  presiding  officer  had  thought  it  his  duly,  in 
consequence  of  the'  remarks  of  the  Senator  from 
South  Carolina,  to  make  this  explanation,  that  the 
Senate  might  correct  him  if  he  had  been  in  error.' 
He  woulU  assure  the  Senator  that,  not  the  aflec- 
liuns  of  a  brother — ^no  partialities,'  personal  or  po- 
litical— should'  ever  induce  him  to  swerve,  for  an 
instant,  from  the  strict  line  of  his  duty. 

Mr.PR£STON  said  that,  with  the  permission  of 
the  Senate,  he  woaid  say,  that  in  his  remark  in  his 
allusion  to  the  admission  of. an  Editor  of  one  of  the 
city  papers,  he  had  not  intendglLthe  slightest  ofl^n- 
stve  allusion  to  the  presiding  officer  of  the  Senate. 
He  had  taken  the  occasion  ol  a  discu&sion  as  to  the 
propriety  of  admitting  reporters  on  that  floor,  to  say 
that  he  did  not  know  by  what  right  a  certain  Editor 
was  admitted.  If  it  was  under  a  geaeial  rule  of  the 
Senate,  as  a  member  of  the  body  he  had  a  right'  to 
know  what  that  rule  was.  He  still  said  that  he  did 
not  know  what  right  the  public  printer  had  on  that 
tioor,  more  than  the  printer  of  any  other  paper,  as 
he  was  not  mentioned  in  the  rule  of  the  Senate. 

The  PRESIDENT  said,  in  reply,  that  he  did  not 
bring  this  matter  to  the  notice  of  the  Senate  to  con- 
vey the  idea  that  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina 
had  any  personal  object  in  view,  or  that  he  intended 
to  wound  the  feelings  of  the  presiding  officer.  But 
the  Senator  must  know  that  these  remarks,  whether 
expressed  in  kindness  or  otherwise,  involved  an 
imputation  of  neglect  of  duty  on  the  part  of  the 
presiding  officer,  or  those  who  executed  the  roles 
under  his  direction.  The  presiding  officer  did  not 
feel  so  neglectful  of  his  ovrd  character  &s  to  hear 
remarks  calculated  to  throw  on  him  the  imputation 
of  a  neglect  of  duty,  without  making  a  prompt  and 
suitable  explanation.  As  to  the  correctn-  ss  of  his 
decision,  it  was  for  the  Senate  to  jnUge.  The  rule 
did  not  bay  that  Senators  should  be  admitted,  or 
that  the  secretary,  or  clerks,  or  sergeant-at-arms, 
or  doorkeepers  should  be  admitted,  any  more  than 
the  public  printer.  These  were  all  admitted  as 
sworn  officers  of  the  Senate;  a:)d  if  they  were  not 
admitted  as  such,  the  rule,  of  course,  excluded 
them. 

Mr.  PRESTON  piesenled  the.  memorials  of  Col. 
Croghan  and  Brigadier  General  Wool,  praying  for 
back  rations;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Military  Affairs. 

Mr.  BENTON  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion which  was  considered  and  adopted: 

Raolwdf  That  the  Committee  on  the  Public 
Lands  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  granting  to  Asa  Fisk,  jr.  of  Mason  county,  Mis- 
souri, the  privilege  of  surrendering  the  bounty  land 
to  his  father  for  military  service  in  the  late  war  with 
Great  Britain,  as  unfit  for  cultivation,  and  of  en- 
tering the  same  quantity  on  other  public  land;  and 
also  to  inquire  intQ  the  expediency  of  providing,  by 
a  general  law,  for  all  persons  in  like  circumstances 
to  surrender  bounty  land  granted  to  the  soldiers  of 
the  late  war  and  found  to  be  unfit  for  cultivation, 
and  enter  the  like  quantity  elsewhere. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  LINN, 

Ordertd^  That  the  petition  of  John  Perry,  on  the 
files  of  the  second  session  of  the  24ih  Congress,  be 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims. 

Mr.  L.  also  presented  the  memorial  of  upwards 
of  four  hundred  citizens  of  St.  Louis,  asking  for 
such  aid  as  Congress  may  think  proper  in  aid  of 
the  construction  of  a  laihoad  from  LnuisviUe  to  S'. 
Louis;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
lloads  snd  Canals. 

Mr.  L.  also,  on  leave^  and  in  pursuance  of  no- 
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tice  given,  introduced  a  bill  authorizing  the  Por- 
tage Canal  Company  to  enter  at  the  Government 
price  certain  lands  at  the  Wisconsin  and  Fox  Ri- 
ver portage,  in  the  Territory  of  Wisconsin;  which 
was  read  twice,  and,reftrred  to  the  Committee  on 
Roads  and  Canals. 

Mr.  WALKEUl  gave  notice  that  on  Monday  he 
should  ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  transfer,  on 
certain  conditions,  the  stock  held  by  the  Govern- 
ment in  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal  Company, 
to  the  State  of  Maryland. 

Mr.  LYON  presented  a  petition  from  a  large 
number  of  the  citizens  of  Milwaukie,  in  the  Ter- 
ritory of  Wisconsin,  praying  that  the  pre-emption 
claims  of  Francis  Laventure,  Ebenezer  Childs,  and 
Linus  Thomson,  to  certain  lands  upon  which  a 
portion  of  that  town  stands,  may  be  confirmed  by 
Congress. 

The  resolution  submitt(>d  by  Mr.  Rives,  calling 
on  the  President  for  additional  information  relative 
to  the  transactions  between  the  Government  and 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  growing  out  of 
the  sales  of  the  bonds  of  said  Bank,  was  taken  up 
as  the  unfinished  business;  when 

Mr.  NILES  addressed  the  Senate  at  great 
length,  with  considerable  force  an-1  ability,  in  re- 
ply to  Mr.  RivKs*s  speech  of  yesterday;  afler 
which, . 

Mr.  CLAY  of  Alabama  moved  that  the  whole 
subject  be  postponed  until  Tuesday,  in  order  that  it 
might  not  interfere  with  the  graduation  bill,  which 
the  Senate  was  pledged  to  take  up  on  Monday. 

Afler  some  objections,  made  by  Mr.  CLAY  of 
Kentucky,  and  a  reply  by  Mr.  WALKER,  the 
motion  of  Mr.  CLAY  of  Alabama  was  agreed  to, 
and 

The  Senate  adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES, 
Saturday,  January  5,  18.39. 

Mr.  MASON  of  Ohio  asked  leave  to  present  a 
resolution;  which  was  read  as  fdllows: 

Resolved,  That  the  Hon  J.  W.  Jones  late  <]ele. 
gate  from  the  Territory  of  Wisconsin,  is  not  entitled 
to  his  mileage  and  per  diem  allowance  for  his  at- 
tendance at  the  present  se^^ion. 

Mr.  WISE  objected;  whereupon 

Mr.  MASON  said  as  it  was  a  matter  of  some 
importance,  he  would  move  that  the  rules  be  su.*i* 
pended;  and  upon  which  motion,  he  called  for  the 
yeas  and  nays. 

The  SPEAKER  stated  that  he  had  received  a 
communication  upon  the  subject  from  Mr.  Jones, 
and  would  prefer  that  the  House  would  come  to 
some  decision  upon  it.  He  then  laid  before  the 
House  the  following  letters,  which  were  read: 
HocsE  OF  Representatives, 

January  4,  1839. 

Sir:  I  take  this  mode  of  informing  you  that  a 
resolution  will,  at  the  earliest  opportunity,  be  in- 
troduced to  this  House,  denying  your  right  to  re- 
ceive any  compensation  as  delegate  to  the  present 
session  of  Congress. 

I  am,  sir,  with  respect. 
Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  R.  GIDDINGS. 
Hon.  Georob  W.  Jones,  Washington  City. 
Washington  Citt,  D.  C. 

January  5, 1839. 

Sir:  Considering  mjrself  entitled,  under  the 
usages  of  the  House,  and  the  laws  of  the  United 
'States,  to  receive  my  mileage  and  per  diem  com- 
pensation as  the  sitting  delegate  from  the  Territory 
of  Wisconsin,  I  received  from  the  Sergeant-at- 
arms,  on  the  20th  ultimo,  a  check  on  the  Bank  of 
Washington  for  my  mileage  and  per  diem  allow- 
ance up  to  that  date. 

Having  received  last  evening  the  accompanying 
communication  from  a  member  of  the  House, 
Hon.  J.  R.  GiDDiNGs  of  Ohio,  and  not  feeling  wil- 
ling to  retain  in  my  hands  the  compensation  alluded 
to  unless  most  clearly  vo  entUUdy  I  respectfully  re- 
turn to  the  House,  through  you,  the  original  check, 
to  be  cancetled  by  the  House,  if  in  their  judgment 
I  am  not  entitled  to  it. 

I  9ame  here  under  the  solemn  conviction  that  I 
was  the  rightful  delegate  of  the  people  of  Wiscon- 
sin, to  serve  them  here  >  as  such  until  the  4lh  of 
March  next.    This  opinion  was  strengthened  by 


the  advice  of  able  counsel,  befoie  and  since  my  ar- 
rival hire.  I  entertain  the  same  opinion  still,  bat 
will  submit  to  the  decision  of  tha  House  in  both 
cases  without  a  murmur. 

Very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  W.  JONES. 
Hon.  James  K.  Polk, 

Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 

The  SPEAKER,  with  the  permission  of  the 
House,  made  a  brief  explanation  of  the  coarse  of 
the  Sf  rgeant-at-arms  and  the  presiding  oflScer  of  the 
Hou?e. 

By  the  journal  of  the  extra  session,  at  the  open- 
ing of  the  present  Cohgrca?  in  September,  1837,  it 
appeared  that  **Greorge  Wallace  Jones  appeared  as 
the  delegate  from  the  Territory  of  Wisconsin,  was 
sworn  10  support  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
Stales,  and  took  a  seat  in  the  House."  No  certifi- 
cates of  election  of  members  or  delegates  were  pre- 
sented at  the  time  ol  qualification,  and  the  Speaker 
could  not  know  under  what  authority  ibcy  took 
their  seats.    Mr.  Jones  was  sworn,  and  took  a  seat. 

At  the  commencement  of  the  present  sesston, 
Mr.  Jones  appeared  in  his  seat,  claiming  to  be  the 
rightful  silting  delegate  from  Wisconsin.  When 
the  claim  of  Mr.  Doty  was  presented,  Mr.  Jonks 
rose  i  n  h  is  place  and  asserted  his  right.  The  House,  by 
its  acquiescence,  recognised  him  as  the  silting  dele- 
gate .  and  took  order  in  the  case,  by  referring  the  claim 
to  a  ^eat  as  the  delegate  from  Wisconsin  to  the 
Committee  of  Elections.  Mr.  Jones  continued  in  his 
seat  as  the  sitting  delegate.  He,  at  various  times, 
as  the  journal  show«,  present^  petitions  and  reso- 
lutions, and  participated  m  the  business  of  the 
House,"  as  the  sitting  delegate.  This  was  permitted 
by  the  acquiescence  of  the  House,  antil  the  rifiht 
to  the  seat  was  decided  by  the  House.  Whilst 
Mr.  Jones  was  thn^  the  sitting  delegate,  in  his 
seal,  in  discharge  of  his  duties  as  such,  the  Sergeant- 
at-arins  or  the  presiding  ofiicerhad  no  right  or  power 
to  inq-iire  whether  he  was  rightfully  there.  That 
was  A  question  which  the  House  alone  could  de- 
cide. The  law  regulating  the  pay  of  members 
and  delegates,  for  ought  that  appeared  of  record, 
entitled  him  to  his  compensation  until  the  time  he 
was  ousted  by  a  vote  of  the  House.  He  called 
for  his  compensation,  and  neither  the  Seigeant-at- 
arms  or  the  Speaker  had  any  disaretion  to  refuse 
it  under  the  law.  The  check  for  his  compensation 
was  made  out  in  the  usual  way,  by  the  Sergeant-at- 
arms,  and  signed  under  the  law.  Since  taking  the 
Chair  this  morning,  the  letter  from  Mr.  Jones  had 
been  laid  on  his  table.  And  now  the  question  of 
compensation,  under  the  resolution  before  the 
House,  was  an  open  one.  The  House  alop.e  can 
by  its  order  refuse  the  compensation.  Under  the 
law,  the  Sergeant  and  Speaker  cannot.  The 
Speaker  expressed  the  hope  that  ibe  House  wonld 
decide  the  question,  and  thus  relieve  the  subject 
from  all  doubt  and  embarrassment. 

A  long  debate  then  ensued,  in  which  the  resolu- 
tion was  advocated  by  Messrs.  MASON  of  Ohio 
and  GIDDINGS,  and  opposed  by  Messrs.  WI3B, 
BOULDIN,  THOMAS,  POPE,  CALHOON  of 
Kentucky,  BR0N80N,  and  RIDDLE.  The  latter, 
at  the  conclusi(m  of  his  remarki,  moved  the  pre- 
vious question;  which  was  seconded. 

The  question  being  upon  the  adoption  of  the  re- 
solution, Mr.  GRIFFIN  demanded  the  yeas  and 
nays;  whioh  were  ordered. 

Mr.  THOMAS  inquired  of  the  Speaker  whether, 
in  cast  the  resolation  should  be  rejected,  he  would 
consider  it  as  authority  to  pay  Mr.  Jonbs  h^  per 
diem  and  mileage. 

The  SPEAKER  said  he  should  so  consider  It. 

The  question  was  then  put  upon  the  adoption  of 
the  resolution,  and  decided  in  the  negative — yewts 
89   T-as"  96.  as  follows: 

YKA8 — -v.:>sr5.  Alexander,  Heman  Allen, 
Banks,  Bell,  B.cunr.U,  Pirlsall,  Bond,  Boon,  Bor- 
den, Bwrhan.i'j,  V/m.  u.  Calhoun,  William  B, 
Campb,  !i,  Chnney,  Cheatham,  Ciowney,  Connor, 
Cor^yj  .,  Cr;ii,T.  Orary,  Crsnston,  Curtis,  Cnsift- 
man,  ;>.i-iiiv^<  >.  ,  D'iwson,  Davee,  Davies,  Duun, 
Elmore,  iLvai^s  Ricnara  Fletcher,  Fry,  Gallop, 
Giddinx^,  Gtoode,  Griffin,  Hall,  Halsted,  BtL^^^ 
kins,  Hayne.%  Henry,  Herod,  Hoffman,  ThoaaiLs 
B.  Jackson,  Ju..  Johnson,  Kennedy,  Lewis, 
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Bis,  Manrin,  Samson  Mason,  May,  Maxwell, 
Robert  McClellan,  Abraham  McClellan,  Mitchell, 
Sanoel  W.  Morris,  Calvary  Morris,  Naylor, 
Ifeble,  Noje^  (^le,  Owens,  Parker,  Peck,  Petrikin, 
Fh«lps,  Potis,  Praii,  J..H.  Prentiss,  Rariden,  Reed, 
Rendier,  Ridgway,  Rives,  Edward  Robinson,  Rus- 
sell, Salionsull,  Sheffer,  Augustine  H.  Shepperd, 
Chaiies  Shepard,  Sibley,  Stanly,  Swearigen,  Tali- 
iferro,  Toland,  Underwood,  Vanderveer,  Albert 
&  White,  Thomas  T.  WhiiUesey,  Lewis  Williams, 
Sherrod  Williams,  and  Jared  W.  Williams— 89. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Adams,  Andrews,  ^therton, 
Beaitj,  Beirne,  Biddle,  Bouldin,  Briggs,  Bronson, 
John  Calhoon,  Cambreleng,  John  Campbell, 
Carter,  Casey,  Chambers,  Cleveland,  Coles,  Crabb, 
Ciockett,  Cashiog,  Deberry,  DeGraflT,  Dromgoole, 
E>lvarUs,  Evereit,  Ewing,  Parrington,  Isaac 
Pletehfr,  James  Garland,  William  Graham,  Granl- 
Unl,  Gray,  Haley,  Hammond,  Hamer,  Harrison, 
Hastings,  Hawes,  Holsey,  Holt.  Hubley,  Robert 
H.  T.  HoRier,  Jenifer,  Henry  Johnson,  William 
Cost  Johnson,  Nathaniel  Jones,  Keim,  Kembl'*, 
EHngcnsmitb,  Leadbetter,  Logan,  Lyon,  Jas.  M. 
Bitsoa,  Martin,  Maury,  McClure,  McKennan, 
Mercer,  Milligan,  Miller,  Moore,  Morgan,  Par- 
meoter,  Parris,  Payntef,  Fearce,  Pickens,  Plnmer, 
Pope,  Potter,  Putnam,  Randolph,  John  Robertson, 
Rmnsey,  Shields,  Sheplor,  Slade,  Snyder,  South- 
jjate,  Spencer,  Smart,  Stone,  Thomas,  Toucey, 
Towns,  Vail,  Wagencr,  Webster,  Weeks,  John 
White,  Jos.  L-  Williams,  Christopher  H.  Wil- 
iiaiDS,  Wise,  Word,  Yell,  and  Yorkc— 96. 

Mr.  THOMAS  asked  leave  of  (be  House  to 
present  a  resolotion,  in  substance  as  follows: 

That  the  Commttiee  on  the  Judiciary  be  in- 
Arocted  lo  ioqoire  into  the  expediency  of  amending 
the  law  relating  \o  (he  eleclion  of  Delegates  from 
Territories,  so  as  to  define  the  exact  period  for 
vhich  they  shall  be  elected. 

Objection  bein^  made  to  its  reception  at  this  time, 

Mr.  THOMAS  moved  a  suspension  of  the  rules 
10  effect  that  object. 

Mr.  ATHERTON  moved  the  House  adjourn: 
^ided  in  the  negative. 

The  qaestion  was  (hen  taken  upon  suspending 
the  mle^,  and  decided  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  HARLAN  asked  leave  to  present  a  resolu- 
tion, which  was  read  as  follows: 

Raolvtdj  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be  directed 
to  communicate  to  this  House  a  statement  of  the 
fioal  5etilement  of  the  accounts  of  Lewis  Cass,  late 
Sopcrlntendeot  of  Indian  Affairs;  of  the  annual  sala- 
ry of  the  said  Superintendent,  and  of  any  extra  com- 
pensation, commission,  or  o(her  allowances,  over 
aod  above  his  annual  salary,  which  has  been  cre- 
dited or  allowed  to  him  at  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment. 

Ot)j^c(ion  being  made  to  i(s  receplion  at  this  time, 

Mr.  HARLAN  moved  that  the  rules  be  suspend- 
ed 10  enable  him  to  offer  it;  and  upon  that  question 
demanded  the  yeas  and  nays,  which  were  ordeced. 

Mr.  POTTS  moved  that  the  House  adjourn; 
«hieh  was  decided  in  the  negative— yeas  73, 
cays  75. 

Hie  question  was  (hen  taken  upon  suspending  the 
raks^  and  decided  in  the  affirmative — ^yeas  125, 
cays  27. 

Mr.  HAMER  moved  to  amend  the  resolution  by 
adding  the' following: 

"Under  what  role  or  law  of  the  Department 
such  extra  allowance  was  made.*' 

Which  being  accepted  by  the  mover  as  a  modi- 
Acation, 

Mr.  McKAY  moved  further  to  amend^by  adding 
At  words, 

"Together  with  any  opinion  which  may  have 
been  given  by  the  attorney  general  in  regard  to 
said  claim." 

Mr.  McBL  was  Of  opinion  that  Mr.  Wirt,  then 
attorney  general,  had  given  his  opinion  in  relation 
10  the  commission.  It  was  nothing  but  fair  that 
the  whole  matter  appertaining  to  this  subject 
Aeold  be  presented  to  the  House. 

Mr.  HARLAN  was  understood  lo  oppose  the 
imeadment,  inasmuch  as  his  object  was  merely  to 
gel  a  simple  statement  of  the  facts  first. 

Mr.  WISE  said  the  amendment  of  the  gentle- 
nan  from  Ohio  embraced  all  that  was  necessary, 
iaelading  the  opiiiioo  of  the  momej  general. 


The  question  Was  taken  upon  the  adoption  of 
the  amendment,  and  agreed  to,  by  ytas  77,  noes  not 
counted. 

The  question  was  then  taken  npon  the  resolution 
as  amended,  and  agreed  to  without  a  division. 

Mr.  MILLER  of  Missouri,  asked  leave  of  the 
House  to  offer  a  resolution  instructing  the  Select 
Committee  on  Public  Lands,  to  distribute  a  portion 
of  the  public  lands  to  the  new  States  for  the  pur- 
poses of  internal  improvement. 

Objections  being  made, 

Mr.  MILLER  moved  for  a  suspension  of  the 
rules. 

Mr.  MITCHELL  moved  that  the  House  ad- 
journ; and,  upon  that  motion, 

Mr.  MILLER  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays; 
which  were  not  ordered. 

Pending  the  motion,  the  SPEAKER  asked  per- 
mission to  present  a  communication  from  the  Se- 
cretary of  the  l^^/easury,  furnishing  copies  of  re- 
turns made  to  that  Department  by  certain  banks 
in  (he  District  of  Columbia:  laid  on  the  table,  and 
ordered  (o  be  printed. 

On  motion,  the  House  adjourned. 


IN  SENATE, 
MoKDAT,  January  7,  1839. 

The  PRESIDENT  presented  a  communication 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in  conformity 
(o  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  4ih  instant,  in 
relation  (o  the  modes  of  keeping  and  disbursing 
public  moneys  in  foreign  countries;  which. 

On  moiion  of  Mr.  BENTON,  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Finance. 

The  PRESIDENT  also  presented  a  communica- 
tion from  the  Secretary  of  War,  in  compliance  with 
a  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  3d  instant,  in  rela- 
tion to  the  present  situation  of  the  Memphis.road; 
which  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  presented  the  memorial  of 
Samuel  R.^  Siaymaker,  praying  compensation  for 
carrying  tlie  mail  in  1835-6;  which  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads. 

Mr.  ALLEN  presented    the  petition  of  John 
Q  rigsby;  which  was  referred  to  the  CommiUee  on 
Pensions. 

Mr.  WHITE  presented  a  communication  from 
the  Secretary  of  War,  relative  to  additional  clerks; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Indian  Af- 
fairs. 

Mr.  W.  also  presented  another  communication 
from  the  Secieiary  of  War,  relative  lo  the  disburs- 
ing agents  of  that  Department  for  the  Bureau  of  In- 
dian Aff'airs;  which  was  referred  (o  the  Committee 
on  Indian  Affairs. 

Mr.  W.  also  presented  a  communication  from 
the  Secretary  of  War,  enclosing  a  communication 
from  the  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs,  asking 
for  an  appropriation  to  prevent  the  spread  of  the 
smallpox  among  the  Choctaws,  Chickasaws,  Chero- 
kees,  Creeks  and  Seminoles,  and  (he  tribes  of  the 
Upper  Missouri;  which  was  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Indian  Affairs. 

Mr.  TIPTON,  from  the  Committee  on  Roads 
and  Canals,  to  which  the  subject  had  been  referred, 
reported  a  bill  granting  to  the  State  of  Indiana  a 
quantity  of  land  to  aid  in  the  construction  of  a  rail- 
road from  New  Albany,  in  the  State  of  Indiana,  to 
Mount  Carmel,  in  the  State  of  Illinois;  which  was 
read,  and  ordered  to  a  second  reading,  and  five 
hundred  extra  copies  of  the  report  accompanying 
the  bill  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  STRANQE,  from  (he  Committee  on  Pa- 
tents, to  which  had  been  referred  the  petition  and 
papers  of  Chaunoey  Hall,  moved  that  tlie  commit- 
tee be  discharged  from  the  further  consideration 
thereof;  which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  PRENTISS  presented  the  petition  of  Ste- 
phen F.  Heminway,  asking  for  arrears  of  pensions; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pen- 
sions. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  from  the  Committee  on  Patents,  to 
which  the  subject  had  been  referred,  reported  a  bill 
for  extending  the  pa(ent  of  Thomas  Blanchard  ; 
which  was  read  twice,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
for  a  third  reading. 

The  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre^ntatire>for 
the  relief  of  Pamela  Brown,  was  read  twice,  and 
referred  to  th«  Committee  on  P^n^ions. 


Mr.  WALKER,  in  pursuance  of  notice  given, 
asked  and  obtained  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  au- 
ihortM  the  transfer,  on  certain  conditions,  to  the 
State  of  Maryland,  of  the  stock  held  by  the  United  * 
States  in  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal  Com- 
pany. 

Mr.  W.  on  asking  leave,  said  that  on  the  9th  of 
April  last,  the  Senate,  upon  his  motion,  had  adopt- 
ed a  resolution  calling  upon  the  Secreury  of  the 
Treasury  for  information  as  to  the  dividends  re- 
ceived, and  present  market  value  of  the  stock  held 
by  the  United  States  in  various  canal  companies. 
To  this  call  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  liad 
responded  in  a  statement,  showing  (hat  the  Gk)- 
veinmenthad  never  received  any  dividend  from  its 
stock  in  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal  Compa- 
ny, that  this  stock  is  much  below  par,  and  that  it 
is  doubtful  whether  it  can  be  converted  into  money 
at  any  price.  Mr.  W.  said,  as  this  stock  was 
yielding  nothing  to  the  Gk>vemment,  and  could  not 
be  sold  for  money,  he  was  willing  to  transfer  it  for 
a  reasonable  equivalent  to  the  State  of  Maryland. 
This  equivalent  was,  that  the  S(ate  of  Marj'land 
should  cause,  within  a  specified  period,  this  canal 
to  be  completed  to  the  Ohio  river;  and  that  when 
completed,  the  canal,  throughout  its  entire  distance, 
should  be  forever  free  for  the  transportation  of  any 
property,  troops,  or  seamen  of  the  United  States, 
without  the  payment  of  any  toll  or  charge  what- 
ever. This  bill  then  involved  the  exercise  of  no 
doubtful  or  disputed  constitutional  power,  but 
simply  provided  for  the  sale  form  reasonable  equi- 
valent of  this  stock  to  the  State  of  Maryland. 

The  bill  was  read  twice,  and  referred  to  (he 
Committee  on  Roads  and  Canals. 

Mr.  ALLEN  presented  the  following  resolution, 
which  was  considered  and  adopted: 

Reaohed,  That  the  Committee  on  the  District  of 
Columbia  he  instructed  to  inquire  and  to  report  to 
the  Senate  whether  (he  banks  of  the  Di&trict  have, 
in  all  things,  conformed  lo  the  conditions  of  (he  act 
entitled  *<An  act  to  continue  the  corporate  existence 
of  the  banks  in  the  District  of  Columbia,*'  approved 
May  31,  1838,  and  es*pecially  whether  they,  or 
either  cf  them,  have  evaded,  or  attempted  to  evade, 
theccnditions  of  said  act,  by  using,  in  any  manner, 
the  holes  or  bills  of  other  banks,  corporations,  or 
companies,  of  a  denomination  less  than  that  which 
they  are  allowed  to  use  of  their  own  notes. 

Mr.  NORVELL  offered  the  following  resolution, 
^hich  was  considered  and  adopted: 

Rewloedj  That  the  Committee  on  the  Public 
Lands  be  ins(ructed  (o  inquire  in(o  the  cxpetHcncy 
of  granting  one  hundred  thousand  acres  of  land  to 
the  State  of  Michigan,  the  proceeds  of  which  .shall 
be  applied  lo  (he  cons(ruction  of  a  canal  around 
the  falls  of  S(e.  Mane,  to  connect  the  naviga(ion  of 
lake  Huron  wi(h  lake  Superior. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  Sarah  An- 
gell  and  other  heirs  at  law  of  Benjamin  King,  de- 
ceased, was  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  sundry  ci(izens  of  Ar- 
kansas, who  lost  their  improvements  in  consequence 
of  a  treaty  with  the  Choctaw.^,  was  read  a  third 
time  and  passed. 

The  bill  for  (he  support  of  (he  Penitentiary  of  (he 
District  of  Columbia,  was  read  a  third  time  &nd 
passed. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  James  H.  Cbirk  was 
taken  up,  and  after  being  discussed  (vi  some  time, 
was  laid  upon  (he  (able,  for  (he  purpose  of  taking 
up  (he 

SPECIAL  ORDER  OP  THE  DAY. 

The  bill  for  the  graduation  and  reduction  of  the 
price  of  the  public  lands  came  up  as  the  special 
order,  the  question  being  on  the  amendment  of- 
fered by  the  Commicee  on  the  Public  Lnnds,  un- 
der the  instructions  of  the  Senale  When  (hf  recom< 
milment  was  ordered. 

Mr.  CLAY  of  Alabama  offered  an  amendment 
to  the  amendment,  proposing  to  extend  (he  privi- 
lege of  purchasing  at  the  reduced  prices  to  contigu- 
ous landholders. 

A  debate  then  ensued,  in  which  Messrs.  CLAY 
of  Alabama,  CLAY  of  Kentucky,  WALKER, 
SMITH  of  Indiana,  and  ROANE,  took  part;  and,^ 
without  taking  any  question. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CRITTENDEN, 

The  Senate  adjoarued« 
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A^  soon  as  tbe  joaroal  had  been  read, 

Mr.  S[.ADE  wish*»  J  lo  know  if  it  wonid  not  be 
in  order  for  him  to  cmH  op  for  consideration  a  me- 
morial presented  by  him  i>n  a  former  day  relating 
io  ihe  recognition  of  UnyU. 

The  SPEAKER  decided  that  it  would  not 

Mr.  SLADE  intimating  that  he  was  desirous  to 
.address  the  House  on  the  subject  of  the  memorial, 
moved  that  it  be  laren  up  for  consideration,  and  on 
that  motion  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays;  which 
were  not  ordered. 

Mr.  CRAIG  was  opposed  to  the  motion.  He 
wished  to  know  whether  it  was  of  more  importance 
to  hear  a  Fpecch  from  the  gentleman  from  Ver- 
mont, or  to  proceed  in  the  regular  order  for  pre- 
senting petitions. 

The  motion  was  rejected. 

The  SPEAKER  then  proceeded  to  call  the 
Statts  for  petition!;;  whereupon  petition^  were  pre- 
sented by 

Mr.  DAVEE  of  Maine  presented  the  petition  of 
E  S.  Qrecly  of  Dover,  in  the  county  of  Piscata- 
quis, in  the  State  of  Maine,  \7ho  states  that  he  was 
apipointed  by  the  county  commissioners  of  the 
county  of  Penobscot,  by  authority  of  law,  to  take 
the  census  of  Madawaska,  a  portion  of  the  disput- 
ed boundary  between  this  country  and  Great  Bri- 
tain; that  he  attempted  to  perform  that  service,  and 
in  doing  so  was  imprisoned  by  the  British  authori- 
ties for  a  great  length  of  time;  that  he  suflfered 
greatly  in  health  and  pecuniary  resources,  and 
therefore  now  prays  Congress  to  allow  him  such 
compensation  as  they  may  deem  proper:  the  peti- 
tion was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Af- 
fairs. 

Mr.  DOWNING  of  Florida. 

Mr.  CRARY  of  Michigan. 

[Mr.  Crar7  presented  a  petition  for  a  mail  route 
from  Orion  to  Romeo.] 

Mr.  YELL  of  Arkaifsas. 

Messrs.  MILLER  and  HARRISON  of  Missouri. 

[Mr.  Miller  of  Missouri  presented  the  follow- 
ing petition  of  William  Sanders,  of  Green  county, 
Mssouri,  abking  the  passage  of  a  law  granting  him 
the  right  of  pve-emption  to  certain  lands  therein 
mentioned.] 

Messrs.  MAY  and  CASEY  of  Illinois. 

[Mr.  Casey  presented  the  petition  of  sundry 
citizens  of  Edgar  county,  Illinois,  praying  the  right 
of  pre-emption  to  a  certain  seciion  of  "the  public 
land  in  said  couniy,  for  the  ure  and  beuedi  of  the 
"Paris  Scmin.vy,"  which,  on  his  motion  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed.] 

Messrs.  CRABB  and  CHAPMAN  of  Alabama. 

[Mr,  Chapman  of  Alabama  presented  the  me- 
morial of  Elizi  Howard,  praying  arrearages  <»f 
-pension  due  her  late  husband,  George  W.  Howard, 
which,  on  motion,  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Invalid  Pensions.]  ' 

Messrs.  RARIDEI^,  DUNN,  EWING,  and 
GRAHAM  of  Indiana. 

[Mr.  Graham  of  Indiana  presen'ed  the  petition 
of  James  Swallwood,  of  Clark  county,  Indiana, 
praying  to  be  placed  on  the  pension  roll,  or  such 
other  relief  as  Congress  may  in  their  wisdom  grant: 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Invali'cl  Pen.sions. 
Also,  the  petition  of  George  Summers,  of  Clark 
county,  Indiana,  a  soldier  of  the  Revolutionary 
army,  jiraying  lo  be  placed  on  the  pension  r(»ll:  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Pen- 
sions. On  motion  of  Mr.  G.  the  claims  of  Mudy 
W.  Shield:*,  William  Thomas,  John  Gibson,  Jas. 
W.  Anderson,  William  J.  Owens,  J©hnM.  Paurds, 
Alfred  Huckclberry,  James  Cooper,  William  Gar- 
ner, John  Gibson,  Bazil  Powel,  Thomas  Kelly, 
James  Hays,  William  Patrick,  Daniel  O.  Beem, 
and  Hannibal  Durham,  for  horses  lost  in  the  ser- 
vice of  the  United  Slates,  be  taken  from  the  files, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims.] 

[Mr.  Dunn  presented  the  petition  of  George  "W. 
Hopkins,  jr.  and  60  other  men,  citizens  of  Decatur 
cuuuiy,  Imliiin,  |»r.i>ing  for  the  abcliiinri  of 
slavery  in  iheDio.ricl  oi  Columbia;  the  petition  of 
Gcorg*  W.  Hopkins,  jr.  and  77  other  men  of  Deca- 
tiir  .•  li.Jv,  Indiana,  prayinjt,  1.  Thv  the  traffic  in 
bUvt.s  among  the  States  may  be  aboli5hcd;  2.  That 


no  new  slave  State  may  be  admitted;  3.  Protesting 
against  the  admission  of  Texas.  Also,  three  peti- 
tions of  Horace  Pease  and  5  other  men  and  6'  wo- 
men of  "^alt  creek,  in  Decatur  and  Franklin  coun- 
ties, Indiana,  upon  the  same  subjects.] 

Mr.  DOTY,  delegate  from  Wisconsin,  of 
owners  and  masters  of  vessels,  fur  an  appiopriation 
for  a  harbor  at  Soathport.  Of  the  inhabitants  of 
Racine,  for  an  appropriation  for  a  harbor  at  Racine. 
Of  inhabitants  of  Oswego,  New  York,  for  an  appro- 
priation for  a  harbor  at  Racine.  Of  merchants  and 
citizens  of  Baflalo,  New  York,  for  an  appropriation 
for  a  harbor  at  Racine.  Of  the  inhabitants  of  To- 
ledo, Ohio,  for  an  appropriation  for  a  harbor  at  Ra- 
cine. Of  the  inhabitants  of  Rochester,  Wisconsin  Ter- 
ritory, for  an  appropriation  for  a  harbor  at  Racine. 
Of  the  inhabitants  of  Milwaukie  and  its  vicinity 
for  an  appropriation  for  a  harbor  at  Mtlwaukie. 
Of  the  inhabitants  of  Milwaukie,  prayicg  that  Mil- 
wauki6  may  be  made  a  port  of  entry.  Of  the  in- 
habitants of  Wisconsin,  for  the  improvement  of 
the  navigation  of  the  Pekalonica  river,  in  Wiscon- 
sin. Of  the  inhabitants  of  Wisconsin,  that  a  post 
route  may  be  established  from  Springfield,  Wis- 
consin Territery,  by  Eagle  Prairie  and  Fort  Atkin- 
son, to  Madison.  Of  tbe  people  of  the  Broiherton 
nation,  that  their  lands  may  be  equally  divided 
amongst  them  by  Government,  an  i  that  they  may 
be  declared  ciiizeas  of  the  United  Slates.  Of  the 
inhabitants  of  the  Wisconsin  lead  mine  district, 
for  a  redress  of  grievance ":. 

By  Mr.  PRATT  of  New  York,  petitions  (cod\ 
the  citizens  of  Cai.skill,  in  the  county  of  Green, 
New  York,  for  the  improvement  of  the  mouili  of 
the  Catskill  creek:  refericd  to  the  Coram itiee  on 
Commerce,  and  printeJ.  Petition  for  a  mail  route 
fr^m  Sherbern  to  Ooeonta,  through  Davensport 
to  Sanford,  in  Delaware  county,  New  York;  also, 
one  from  Potters  Hollow,  in  Albany  county,  to 
Broom,  through  the  centre  of  that  town,  in  Sco- 
harie  couniy.  ^ 

.Mr.  HARRISON,  of  MisFoori,  presented  the 
petition  of  John  Moore,  f(»r  compensation  for  servi- 
ces rendered  during  the  Black  Hawk  war;  of  Jere- 
miah Clay,  praying  the  confirmation  of  a  private 
claim;  of  Henrietta  De  Kersaint,  of  St.  Louis,  pray- 
in«r  a  remission  of  duties;  of  Richard  Branniu,  for 
compensation  for  horses  lost  during  the  Black  Hawk 
war. 

[Mr.  Herod  presented  the  petition  of  Thomas 
Bronaugh,  praying  for  a  pension  on  account  of  in- 
Jarifs  received  while  in  the  service  of  the  United 
States  daring  the  late  war:  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Invalid  Pensions.] 

[Mr.  Rariden  presented  a  petition  for  a  post 
route  from  Cambridge  city,  Indiana,  via  Hagers- 
tewn,  Franklin,  and  Rogersville,  lo  Muncytown,in 
Delaware  county  ] 

Mr.  JOHNSON  of  Louisiana  presen('*d  a  memo- 
rial of  Duncan  N.  Hennan,  cleik  of  the  United 
Stales  District  and  Circuit  Court  for  the  eastern 
district  of  Louisiana,  exhibiting  charges  against  P. 
K.  Lawrence,  United  Stales  District  Judge  ot  Lou- 
isiana, of  negligence,  corruption,  intemperance,  &c. 
Mr.  J.  said,  as  it  was  a  subject  of  much  importance 
to  the  judge,  as  well  as  to  the  State,  he  would  move 
to  refer  it  to  a  select  committee. 

Mr.  THOMAS  said  he  did  not  conceive  that  he 
would  perform  hii  duty  by  permitting  this  memo- 
rial to  take  such  a  course.  He  considered  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary  a  proper  tribunal  for 
the  decision  of  such  matters,  and  that  prompt  ac- 
tion would  be  bad  thereon. 

Mr.  JOHNSON  said,  with  the  assurance  that  the 
memorial  wOuld  be  promptly  acted  upoa,  he  would 
withdraw  the  motion. 

Mr.  POPE  said  it  had  been  unusual  to  refer  such 
charges  of  a  specific  nature  to  a  standing  commit- 
tee.   He  was  in  favor  of  a  select  committee. 

Mr.  JOHNSON  then  renewed  his  motion  for  a 
select  coiiimiltee,.wh.ch  was  agreed  to;  the  number 
of  members  to  consist  of  seven. 

Messrs.  QOODE,  COFFIN,  HARPER,  GID- 
DINGS,  CORWIN,  C.  MORRIS,  RIDGWAY, 
8HEPL0R,  ALLEV,  and  SWEARINGEN,  of 
Ohio. 

tMr.  Com»  presented  the  petition  of  Elizabeth 
P.  Heaton  and  199  others,  women  of  Colnmbiana 
county,  Ohio,  praying  the  abolition  of  slavery  aad 


the  ^lave  trade  in  the  District  of  Columbia;  of  Ji- 
cob  Heaton  and  156  others,  citizens  of  Colambiant 
county,  Ohio,. praying  for  the  total  and  immediate 
abul.tion^of  slavery  of  the  District  of  Colombia: 
1  .J  on  the  tabk*.  Of  Joha  Might,  praying  an  in- 
crease  of  his  pension:  refeireJ  to  the  Committee 
on  Revolutionary  Pensions.] 

[Mr.  Harper  presented  the  petition  of  sandry 
citizens  of  Muskingum,  Coshocton,  and  Knoi 
cojnties,  Ohio,  praying  for  a  mail  route  from 
Zanesvtlle,  via  Belmeaz  Cross  Roads,  Frayeys- 
burg,  West  Carlisle,  and  East  Union,  to  Gtobia, 
K  hox  county.  Also,  the  petition  of  Davy  Pratt,  of 
\h*  District  of  Columbia,  praying  an  increase  of 
pension.] 

[Mr.  RioowAT  presented  the  pelitioa  of  Frede- 
rick Reinhart,  a  citizen  of  the  kingdom  of  Bavariat, 
prayiig  for  a  grant  of  land  from  iheCongreaof 
the  United  States,  as  a  recognition  of  his  services 
in  ilic  allied  army,  during  the  Revolutionary  war; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revolu- 
tionary Claims.] 

[Mr.  SwEARtNOEN  of  Ohio  presented  the  peti- 
tion of  Elizabeth  Wilson  and  154  other  womeo, 
for  the  abolition  of  slavery  in  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia. A  petition  of  Elizabeth  Wilson  aad  106 
other  women,  remonstraiin?  against  the  annexation 
of  Tixas  to  this  Utiion.  Peiiiion  of  Andre  w  Salts- 
ma;i  and  89.  other  citizens  of  Jefferson  county, 
praying  Congress  to  abolish  slavery  and  the  slave 
trade  within  the  District  of  polurabia,  and  so  to 
rrgniiie  commerce  among  the  several  Stales,  as  to 
pro!ii:)ii  the  traffic  in  sUves  between  the  States; 
and  also  100  citizen?  of  Jefltrrson  county,  remon- 
sirA'.ing  against  the  admission  of  any  new  Suties 
into  tliis  Union,  whoseconstitution  tolerated  domes- 
iic  si:iV(  ry.] 

Mes^rs.  STONE,  CARTER,  WILUAMS, 
SPEAKER,  of  Tennessee. 

[M'*.  Stone  presented  the  petition  of  William 
Brown,  assignee  of  John  Dwiggings,  praying  com- 
pensa'ion  for  lands  lost,  which  had  been  purchased 
bv  tlur  Tennessee  Land  Company:  referred  to  tbe 
Comtnitise  on  Private  Land  Claims.  Also,  the 
peiiti  '.n  u[  John  McCoulhan,  praying  compeufia- 
tionior  spoliations  done  his  property  by  die  Che- 
rokees,  after  having  been  !<etiled  peaceably  among 
them  under  the  authority  of  Gov.  McMinn:  refer- 
red lo  thp  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs.] 

Me^s^^.  CHAMBERS,  SOUTHQATE,  MUR- 
RAY, MKNEFEE.  of  Kentucky. 

Messrs.  JACKSON  and  TOWNS  of  Geoigia. 

xMessrs.C  AM  ]'  B  ELL,  THOM  P80N,  LEGARE, 
of  South  Carolina. 

Messrs.  GRAHAM  and  McKAYt)f  Norih  Ca- 
rolina. 

Messr.s.  WISE,  BOULDIN,  MASON,  COLES, 
BANKS, GARLAND,  JOHNSON,  CRAIG,  TA- 
LIAFERRO, BEIRNE,  A)f  Virgir^ia. 

Mr.  \VISE  said  he  was  about  to  present  a  pe- 
tiiiiui  of  rataer  a  unique  character.  It  had  been 
forwarded  to  him,  and  was  addressed  to  the 
House  of  Representatives.  It  came  from  «»u  wo- 
man and  one  man.  He  could  not  say  whether  or 
not  they  were  joined  together.  Their  names  were 
J.  S.  While  and  Louisa  Grosvenor  of  Calais,  in 
the  State  of  Maine.  There  was  a  seal  upon  the 
paper  also  of  a  singular  character.  StavipKed  upon 
the  wax  was  the  repre;«entation  of  a  sheaf  of  wheat 
sitting  on  an  end  in  a  wheat  field.  The  inscriptioa 
thereon  was  **you  deserve  a  thrashing."  Mr.  W. 
then  went  on  to  say  that  he  could  not  tell  whe* 
ther  it  was.  himself  or  olherc  who  were  designa- 
ted as  deserving  "the  thrashing."  Be  that  as  it 
might,  the  ( rayer  of  the  petition  was  that  the 
House  wou.i!  rescind  its  standing  resolution  by 
which  all  Abolition  pLpcrs  are  laid  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  W.  then  moved,  in  substance,  that  the  pe- 
tiii(-n  be  referred  to  a  Committee  of  the  WhoU 
on  the  state  of  tbe  Union,  with  in.strQctions  to^^ 
port  a  resolution  rescinding  tne  **Aiherton  rcsolo 
tions,*' anil  more -dpecizl'y  that  portion  of  then 
by  whirh  Ai.olitii  u  ^_  .  .  i  rre  laid  upon  the  tabl( 
on  pre>^iuaiii  ui  lii..  ;.-*  memorials  already  re 
cfive.l  I'V  die  h  iUic  «iuu  luia  on  the  table,  be  takei 
fi  jin  u.  -  .:l2A  ut  ine  House  and  rtturned  to  thepe 
iLiiuner.s,  und  mat  in  future  all  Abolition  memoriak 
of  whatever  character,  be  not  received  by  thi 
Hou*»e. 
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Mr,  DROMGOOLE  moved  to  lay  the  whole  sab- 
jeci  oa  the  tablr,  but, 

Mr.  WISE  intimating  a  desire  to  address  the 
House  on  the  sabject,  the  motion  u  fay  on  the 
table  vas  withdrawn. 

The  SPEAKER  decided,  however,  that  a  de*- 
Tttie  arising,  the  resolaiion  would  lie  ov*r  one  day 
nnder  the  rales.    Ii  lies  over  accordingly.] 

Messr?.  WORTHIXGTON,  THOMAS,  and 
KENNEDY,  of  Maryland. 

Messrs.  KLINaENSMITH,  McKENNAN, 
PLUMER,  NAYLOR,  PETRIKIN,  DAVIS, 
TDLAND,  BE ATTY,  and  RIDDLE,  of  Pennsyl- 
vania. 

[Mr.  Plumer  presented  a  petition  for  an  appro- 
priation to  improve  the  Alleghany  river:  referred 
ttf  the  Comniitee  on  Roads  and  Canals,  Like- 
wise a  petition  for  the  establishment  oC  a  steam  re- 
venue cotter:  referred  to  the  Ck>mmittee  on  Com- 
merce.] 

[Mr.  Petri Kix  presented  the  petition  of  Jacob 
Boston,  prayii^  for  a  pension  for  wounds  received 
in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  at  ihe  blockade 
•••TripoU.] 

Mr,  HALSTEAD,  New  Jersey. 

Messrs.  LOOMIS,  GALLUP,  MITCHELL, 
NOBLE,  MARVIN,  RUSSELL,  McCLELLAN, 
CAMtlRELENG,  ANDERSON,  VANDER- 
TOER,  FOSTER,  PRATT,  K EM BLE, TAYLOR, 
CDRTIS,  CLARK,  BRODSEAD,  MOORE, 
PUTNAM,  HOFFMAN,  PECK,  SIBLEY,  and 
FILLMORE  of  New  York. 

[Mr.  Gallup  presented  the  petition  of  Mrs. 
Nancy  G.  Van  Rensselar,  widow  of  the  late  Col . 
Henry  R.  Van  Rensselaer  of  the  New  York  line  of 
the  Revolutionary  Army,  praying  for  a  pension.]. 

[Mr.  McClellan  presented  ihe  petition  of  Charles 
Rohler,  of  the  city  of  New  York,  asking  remunera- 
lion  for  services  performed  in  ihe  pilotage  of  Gto- 
veroment  vessels:  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Commerce.  Alw,  petition  of  Charles  Darling  and 
others,  of  Hudson,  New  York,  praying  an  appro- 
priation for  the  benefit  of  the  harbor  at  North 
Black  'River  Lake,  in  Michigan:  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Commerce.  Also,  petition  of  Abi- 
gail Allen,  of  Hudson,  New  York,  praying  a  pen- 
skm:  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revolutionary 
Pensions.] 

[Mr.  Poster  presented  a  petition  from  Joanna 
Smith,  praying  for  a  pension;  of  Gtorham  A.  Worth, 
praying  to  be  discharged  from  a  bond  signed  by 
him  as  surety  for  Samuel  Edmond;  and  of  Lettis 
Pond,  praying  for  a  pension.] 

[Mr.  Curtis  presented  a  memorial  from  205  citi- 
zens and  voters  of  ihe  city  of  New  York,  praying 
for  a  repeal  of  four  resolutions  adopted  by  the 
House  of  Representatives  on  the  I2lh  December 
la-t,  en  motion  of  Mr.  Atherton  of  New  Hamp- 
shire, in  respect  to  memorials  and  petitions  relating 
to  slavery.  Mr  C  said  he  was  personally  ac^ 
quainied  with  many  of  th:  persons  wha>e  names 
appear  on  this  memorial.  They  were  of  the  most 
intelligent,  substantial  and  worthy  citizens  of  New 
York.  Among  them,  he  recognised  the  name  of 
Wm.  CuUen  Bryant,  a  gentleman  whose  fame  as 
an  author,  and  whose  learning,  and  ability  as  a  po* 
litical  writer,  are  familiar  to  ths  House  and  the 
eountry.  Mr.  Bryant,  as  editor  of  one  of  the  lead- 
ing journals  of  the  country,  [ihe  New  York  Eve- 
ning Post,]  occupies  a  positien  of  much  power  and 

nllaence  over  the  public  mind. 

'Mr.  C.  was  here  called  to  order  by  Mr.  Mor- 
OAn  of  Virginia;  but,  upon  the  declaration  of  Mr. 
C.  that  he  would  not  occupy  the  time  of  the  House 
farther  than  to  state  the  contents  of  the  petition, 
which  he  had  a  right  to  do,  nnder  the  rule,  the 
Speaker  said  Mr.  C.  was  in  order,  and  proceeded 
to  say — 

That  the  petitioners  tienounced  the  resolutions  of 
the  I2th  December  as  false  in  principla,  anti-Re- 
publican in  their  character,  utterly  subversive  of 
all  ihAt  is  precious  in  the  sacred  right  of  petition, 
alarmin^;  as  a  precedent,  especially  to  be  re- 
probated for  the  unfounded  imputation  which 
Ibe  resolutions  cast  upon  the  signerj  of  abo- 
lition memorials,  in  ascribing  to  them  a  design 
to  "overthrow  an  institution  of  the  several  States," 
and,  above  all,  said  Mr.  CuaTts,  these  memorialists 
complain  of   the  resolutions  because  ^hey  were 


passed  under  the  spur  o'fthe  previous  question,  and 
without  consideration,  time  for  consideration,  dis- 
cussion, or  debate.  Mr.  Curtis  moved  the  refer- 
ence of  the  petition  of  Mr.  Bryant  and  others  to 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union.  Mr.  Curtis  also  presented  a  memorial 
of  William  A.  Whitehead  and  Captain  Hunter  in 
relation  tq  Indian  Key,  in  Florida,  proposed  to  be 
made  a  port  of  entry,:  referred  to  th«*.  Committee  on 
Commerce.  Also,  the  petition  of  Sarah  Bagley, 
praying  for  a  pension:  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Revolutionary  Pensions.  The  petition  of  Wil- 
liam Colgate  and  Co.  and  others,  praying  for  the 
imposition  of  a  duty  on  starch  imported 
into  the  Uni'ed  States,  sufficient  to  counteract 
the  duty  now  levied  upon  imported  wheat: 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Manufactures. 
The  peiitiou  of  William  Austin  and  others,  for  a 
law  providing  for  the  continuance  of  pensions  here- 
tofore granted  to  persons  wounded  on  board  of  pri- 
vate armed  vessels  during  the  last  war  with  Great 
Britain:  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Af- 
fairs. The  memorial  of  Joseph  L.  Smith  and 
others,  citizens  of  Frederick  and  Carroll  counties, 
of  Maryland,  praying  for  recognition  oftheinde-' 
pendence  of  Hayii,  and  the  establishment  of  the 
customary  political  and  commercial  relations  be- 
tween the  tJnitpd  States  and  Hayti:  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Foreign  Relations.  The  memorial 
of  John  Chambers  and  others,  citizens  of  Virginia 
and  Maryland,  praying  for  the  recognition  of  the 
Republic  of  Hayti  as  an  independent  nation,  and 
for  the  establishment  of  political  and  commercial 
relations  with  that  republic:  referrcito  the  Com- 
mittee on  Foreign  Relation^.*! 

[Mr.  Brodhead  presented  the  petition  of  Peter 
W.  Short,  of  New  York,  for  a  pension:  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Invalid  Pensions.] 

Messrs.  HALL,  ALLEN,  FLETCHER,  and 
EVERETT,  of  Vermont. 

[Mr.  Heman  Allen  presented  resohitions  of  the 
Legislature  of  the  State  of  Vermont,  for  the  grant 
of  a  tract  of  land  for  each  of  the  colleges  in  that 
State:  referred  to  the  select  committee  raisea  on  the 
subject  of  the  public  lands.  Petition  of  seventy-five 
citizens  of  Johnson,  Vermont,  for  the  recognition 
of  the  Republic  of  Hayti.  Petition  of  seventy-four 
males  and  sixty-four  females,  inhabitants  of  John- 
son, Vermont,  against  the  admission  of  any  new 
State  into  the  Union  whose  constitution  tolerates 
slavery,  and  against  the  annexation  of  Texas  to 
the  Union.  Petitions  of  fifty-eight  males  and  fifty- 
eight  females,  inhabitants  of  Johnson,  Vermont, 
for  the  ^  abolition  of  slavery  in  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia and  tho  Territory  of  Florida,  and  to  prohi- 
bit the  traffic  in  slavery  between  the  States.] 

[Mr.  Fletcher  presented  the  petition  of  Mary 
Peck:  referred,  with  the  vouchers,  to  the  Committee 
of  Claims.  Also,  the  resolutions  of  the  General 
Assembly  of  the  Stale  of  Vermont,  asking  for  a 
grant  of  land  to  the  several  colleges  Within  the 
Stale.] 

Messrs.TOUCEY,TNGHAM,HALEY,  HALL, 
WHITTLESEY,  HOLT,  of  Conneticut. 

[Mr.  Ingham  presented  the  following  petitions: 
Petition  of  Elizabeth  Pratt  for  a  pension  :  referred 
to  the  Commiiice  on  Revolutionary  Pensions.  Pe- 
tition of  children  of  Daniel  Starr,  for  a  pension: 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Pen- 
sions. Petition  of  inhabitants  of  Guilford,  Conn, 
asking  an  appropriation  for  a  light-house:  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Commerce.  Petition  of  in- 
habitants of  Wolcott,  Conn,  for  a  mail  route:  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post 
Roads.  Petition  of  Colonel  Robert  D.  Wainright 
of  thd  Marine  Corps,  asking  an  increase  of  pen- 
sion :  refetre4  to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 
Petitions  of  officers  and  students  of  the  Wesleyan 
University,  in  Middletown,  Conn,  asking  Congress 
to  act  as  mediator  between  France  and  Mexico; 
and  also  to  take  measures  for  the  establishment  of 
a  national  code  and  board  of  arbitration  for  the 
adjustment  of  national  disputes:  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs.  Petition  of  Lydia 
Wentworth,  for  a  pension:  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Revolutionary  Pensions.  Petition  of 
inhabitants  of  New  Haven,  Connecticut,  praying 
for  an  appropriation  to  improve  the  harbor  at  that 
place  ;  and,  also,  that  the  work  for  the  improve- 


mtnt  of  the  entrance  of  Connecticut  river  may  be 
speedily  matured:  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce. Petition  of  citizens  of  ilartford,  Conn,  ask- 
ing Congress  to  adopt  measures  to  procure  a  Con 
gress  of  nations,  to  establish  a  code  of  international 
law,  and  board  of  arbitration  for  the  adjustment 
of  national  difficulties:  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Foreign  Affairs.  Petition  of  154  persons,  men  and 
women,  of  Say  brook,  Connecticut,  against  the  ad- 
mission ef  Texas,  or  any  new  State  whose  consti- 
tution tolerates  slavery  :  also  a  petition  of  142  per- 
sons, ci.izens  of  the  same  place,  for  the  abolition  of 
slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia:  also  of  118 
persons,  men  and  women,  of  Middletown,  Con- 
necticut, praying  for  the  abulition  of  slave/y  and 
the  .''lave  trade  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  and 
other  Territories  of  the  United  States:  also  of  144 
persons,  men  and  women  of  the  same  place  against 
the  annexation  of  Texas,  or  the  admission  of  Flo- 
rida, or  any  other  new  State  into  the  Union,  whose 
constitution  tolerates  slavery  :  and  of  111  persons, 
of  the  iame  place,  praying  Congress  to  rescind  the 
resolation  of  the  12th  December;  all  of  which  were 
laid  on  the  table.] 

[Mr.  Holt  presented  the  petition  of  John  Par- 
ker, of  Connecticut,  praying  Congress  to  place  his 
name  on  the  pension  roll.  Also,  the  petition  of  the 
inhabitants  of  Columbia,  Tollari'^  county,  Ct.  asking 
Congress  to  make  a  grant  of  land  to  the  heirs  of 
those  who  participated  in  the  military  services  and 
sufferings  at  Wyoming.] 

Messrs.  CRANSTON  and  TILLINGHAST,  of 
Rhode  Island. 

Messrs.  FLETCHER,  BRIQGS,  GRENNELL, 
CUSHING,  REE^O.  LINCOLN,  PARMENTER, 
CALHOUN,-and  SALTONSTALL,  of  Massachu- 
setts. 

[Mr.  PAR.MENTER  presented  the  petition  of  Louisa 
S.  Wetherbeeand  63  others,  women  of  Boxborough, 
Massachusetts;  of  Sarah  Brigham  and  203  others, 
women  of  Waltham,  Massachasetis;  of  Ruth  Bow- 
ker  and  72  others,  women  of  Sudbury,  Massachu- 
setts; of  Sally  Woods  and  49  others,  women  of  Dun- 
stable, Ma^sachu/^ett^,  all  praying  for  the  abolition- 
of  slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  and  of  the 
slave  trade  between  the  Slates.  Also,  ihe  petition 
of  Joseph  W.  Cross  and  46  oihers,  of  Boxborough, 
Massachusetts,  fox  the  rejection  of  all  proposals  foe 
th^  admission  of  any  new  State  whose  constitution 
may  tolerate  slavery;  of  Joseph  W.  Cros^-  and  45 
oihers  of  Boxborough,  Massachusetts,  for  ihe  aboli- 
ilon  of  slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia.] 

[Mr.  CuSHiNo  presehted  the  memorial  of  Peter 
Sanborn  and  others  of  Reading,  in  the  State  of 
Massachusetts,  praying  the  House  to  rescind  the 
resolution  of  ihe  12ih  of  December  last;  and  moved 
that  said  memorial,  together  with  the  resolves  of 
State  of  Massachusett.«,  on  the  right  of  petition  and 
debate,  presented  to  the  Hoiwe  on  the  28ih  of  May 
last,  and  not  finally  acted  on  by  the  House,  be  re- 
ferred to  ihe  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state 
of  the  Union,  with  instructions  to  convider  the  ex- 
pediency of  adopting  the  following  resolutions,  viz: 
Renolvfdf  That  the  several  States  composing  the 
United  States  of  America  are  not  associated  on  the 
principle  of  unlimited  submission  to  ihe  Federal 
Government,  or  to  the  Houses  of  Congress,  or 
either  of  them;  but  that  by  the  Consiiiiuiin  the 
people  of  said  Stales  constituted  one  General  Go- 
vernment for  special  purposes,  and  delegated  to 
thjLt  Government  certain  *iefinite  powers  only,  re- 
serving each  State  to  itself  the  residuary  mass  of 
right  to  tbeir  own  self  government;  that  while  the 
Constitution  and  laws  of  the  United  States  do  at- 
tach to  the  whole  people  of  the  several  States  im- 
mediately in  those  matters  within  the  true  jurisdic- 
tion and  confines  of  said  Constitution,  and  in  the 
modes  limited  and  defined  thereby,  yet  in  nil  o!her 
matters  the  said  States  retain  each  i:s  cvn  poiiiicil 
sovereignty;  that  Co  this  ConMiiuiion  each  State  ac- 
ceded as  a  State,  and  is  an  integral  party,  and  in 
its  rapacity  of  a  soverHgn  Siate  is  lepreseniwd  in 
Congress  by  its  Su»naiors  duly  appointed;  that 
among  the  residuary  rights  so  by  each  Slate  re- 
served, is  thai  of  freely  and  fully  expressing  iis 
opinions  on  all  subjects  of  public  concernment  to 
the  States  or  the  people  thereof,  and  of  communi- 
cating the  said  opinions  to  Cl)np:re^s;  and  that  it  is 
the  constitutional  duty  of  the  Sinate  and  of  tte 
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Hoase  of  Representatives  respectfully  to  receive, 
entertain,  and  consider,  and  matarely  and  delibe- 
rately to  decide  upon  aJI  such  communicaiioos  ad- 
dressed to  it  by  either  of  the  States  of  this  Union; 
and  the  summary  rejection  of  the  same,  without 
their  beins^  debated,  printed,  or  referred,  or  any  ac- 
tion whatever  had  thereon,  is  insulting  to  the  ho- 
nor and  injurious  to  the  rights  and  interests '  of  the 
said  sovereign  States  of  the  Union. 

Raohed,  That  the  Federal  Governnient  Is  a  Go- 
vernment of  limited  and  specific  powers,  derived 
from  the  people  ef  the  States  thereby  confederated 
and  nnited,  and  to  said  Government  by  them 
granted  under  the  Constitution;  that  all  powers  not 
delegated  to  the  said  United  Slates  by  the  Constitu- 
tion, nor  prohibited  by  it  to  the  States,  are  reserved 
to  the  State's  respectively,  or  to  the  people;  that, 
therefore,  no  right  of  any  denomination  can  be 
cancelled,  abridged,  restrained,  or  modified,  by  the 
Congress,  by  the  Senate  or  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives acting  in  any  capacity,  by  the  Presidient, 
or  any  department  or  officer  of  the  United  Slates, 
except  in  the  instances  wherein  power  is  given  by 
the  ConsUtution  for  those  purposes;  and  that 
among  other  imprescriptible  and  essential  rights, 
the  freedom  of  conscience,  of  speech,  and  of  the 
press,  and  the  right  of  the  people  peaceably  lo  as- 
semble and  to  petition  the  Government  for  a  re- 
dress of  grievances,  are  of  the  original  and  innate 
immunities  of  the  said  people  of  the  United  States; 
rights  of  theirs  not  derived  from,  or  to  be  weakened 
by,  the  common  or  any  other  positive  law  of  this 
or  any  other  country,  but  inherent  in  the  said  peo- 
pie  as  people,  and  under  the  constitutions  of  the 
several  States  by  and  to  the  said  people  guaranteed 
and  consecrated  forever;  and  which,  by  reason 
thereof,  cannot  be  cancelled,  abridged,  restrained, 
or  modified  constitutionally,  by  any  authority  of 
the  United  States  whatsoever,  nor  in  any  form  of 
law,  whether  the  same  be  the  act  of  the  two  Houses 
of  Congress,  or  of  either  of  them  separately. 

Resolved,  That  the  people  of  the  United  States 
did  ordain  and  establish  the  Constitution  thereof,  in 
order,  amongst  other  things,  to  secure  the  blessings 
of  liberty  to  them  and  their  posterity;  that  to  this 
end  the  powers  of  legislaj  ion  were  vested  in  repre- 
sentative and  deliberativ  e  assemblies,  to  wit:  a  Se- 
nate appointed  by  the  States,  and  a  House  of  Re- 
presentatives chosen  by  the  people  of  the  States; 
that,  in  the  exercise  of  their  rights  by  the  said 
House  of  Representatives  and  the  members  thereof, 
there  should  be  fuii  scope  and  perfect  equality, 
without  interdiction  ofany  subject  of  public  concern- 
ment, and  without  inhibition  of  any  subject  to  mem- 
bers from  one  po  rtion  of  the  Union,  or  exclusice  pri- 
vilege of  it  to  those  from  another  portion;  that  all 
3uch  attempts  to  smother  and  suppress  the  discus- 
sion of  particular  subjects,  whilst  illusory  and 
fruitless  in  themselves,  do  moreover  impeach  the 
first  principles  of  Democratic  liberty,  which  enjoin 
the  establishment  and  propagation  of  political  trnth 
without  let  or  fear;  that  the  freedom  of  speech,  for- 
bidden by  the  Constitution  to  be  abridged  in  what- 
ever case,  is  more  supremely,  entitled  to  immunity 
and  respect  in  the  person  of  the  representatives  of 
the  people  in  Congress,  who,  for  all  orderly  speech  or 
debate  in  either  House,  should  not  be  questioned  nor 
hindered  there  or  elsewhere;that  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives may  deterniinc  the  rules  of  its  proceedings, 
but  that  it  cannot,  constitutionally,  by  a  perpetual 
aniec«leniprohibition,preclude  its  members,  or  any 
one  or  more  of  them,  from  debate  and  motion  as  to 
a  specific  excepted  class  of  subjects,  provided  the 
same  be  things  within  the" purview  of  the  Constitu* 
tion,  and'  concerning  which  the  people  of  the 
United  Slates,  or  any  part  thereof,  desire  to  be  heard 
through  their  representatives  in  Congress. 

Rzsched,  therefore,  That  all  that  part  of  a  cer- 
tain resolution  of  ihe  House  of  Reprcsentaliyes, 
adopird  on  the  12lh  day  of  December  last,  which 
provideii  that  "every  petition, memorial,  resolution, 
proposition,  or  paper,"  of  a  prescribed  class,  "shall, 
on  the  presentation  thereof,  without  any  further 
action  thereon,  be  laid  on  the  table,  without  being 
debated,  printed,  or  referred,"  is  a  violation  of  the 
rights  of  thi  States,  who»e  official  communication 
of  s.iid  class  it  excludes  from  due  and  proper  con- 
sideration; a  violation  of  the  right  of  petition  in- 
herent in  i\}L9  people  of  the  United  States,  which  it 


cancels  and  abridges,  and  a  violation  of  the  privi- 
lege of  speech  and  of  debate,  rightfully  apper- 
taming  to  the  members  of  this  House  which  it  fore- 
closes and  abolishes;  and  therefore  that  so  much  of 
said  resolution  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby  declared 
to  be  unconstitutional,  and  merely  void,  and  of 
null  effect. 

Mr.  C.  having  indicated  a  wish  to  de- 
bate this  resolution,  it  lies  over  for  one  day  under 
the  rules.] 

[Mr.  Adams  presented  a  memorial  from  sundry 
inhabitants  of  Boston,  in  the  Siaie  of  Massachu- 
setts, asking  Congress  to  remove  the  present  seat  of 
Government  from  the  District  of  Columbia,  to 
some  point  north,  where  the  principles  of  the  "De- 
claration of  Independence"  are  not  treatal  as  a 
"mere  rhetorical  flourish."  After  alluding  to  a 
memorial  presented  at  the  last  session,  from  inha- 
bitants of  the  District,  in  favor  of  the  retrocession 
of  the  same  to  the  States  of  Virginia  and  Maryland, 
but  on  which  there  had  been  no  action,  Mr.  A. 
observed  that  the  memorial  now  presented,  would 
furnish  an  opportunity  of  considering  so  serious 
and  important  a  subject.  He  wished  the  House  to 
consider  it  as  a  proposition  for  a  compromise.  Af- 
ter some  further^  re  marks,  which  owing  to  the  noise 
were  iuaudible,  he  moved  its  reference  to  a  select 
committee,  with  instructions  to  consider  the  same, 
and  report  on  the  constitutional  power  of  Congress 
to  recede  the  District  to  the  States  from  which  it 
was  taken.  And  on  that  motion,  he  demanded 
the  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  Wm.  C.  Johnson  moved  to  lay  the 
whole  subject  on  the  table,  on  which  motion  the 
yeas  and  nays  being  ordered,  were,  yeas  108,  nays 
53;  so  it  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Adams  presented  another  memorial  of  a 
humorous  character,  asking  the  appointment  of  a 
"committee  on  color"  to  whom  should  be  referred 
all  office  holders  and  members  of  Congress,  for  the 
examination  of  their  respective  pedigrees;  said  com- 
mittee to  report  on  the  same,  and  in  all  cases  where 
the  parties  shall  be  found  to  have  the  least  drop  of 
colortd  blood  in  their  veins,  they  shall  be  expelled 
from  office  and  their  places  filled  by  persons  of  pure 
Anglo  Saxon  blood. 

Mr.  ADAMS  was  about  to  make  some  remarks 
on  the  snbjecr,  when 

Mr.  DROMGOOLE  rose  to  ask  if  the  memorial 
had  been  received,  as,  if  not,  he  would  raise  the 
question  of  reception.  He  coiLsidered  the  memo- 
rial as  an  evident  ridicule  of  the  House. 

The  SPEAKER  staling  that  it  had  not  as  yet 
been  received — 

Mr.  DROMGOOLE  raised  the  question  of  recep- 
tion. 

Mr.  ADAMS  denied  that  the  memorial  was  in 
the  leasi  disrespectful  to  the  House,  and  demanded 
the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  question  of  reception; 
which,  being  ordered,  were^ — yeas  24,  nays  117. 
So  the  House  refused  to  receive. 
Mr.  ADAMS  inquired,  a;^  the  House  had  refused 
to  receive,  whether  the  motion  lo  refer  would  be 
entered  on  the  journal? 

The  SPEAKER  replied  that  it  would  not,  the 
memorial  being  in  the  possession  of  the  member. 

Mr.  ADAMS  said,  if  it  was  in  order,  he  would 

move  the  printing  of  the  memorial,  that  the  House 

might  s^e  what  it  was  they  had  refused  to  receive. 

The  SPEAKER  said  that  such  a  motion  was  not 

jn  order. 

Mr.  ADAMS  then  made  a  request  that  it  be  en- 
tered upon  the  journal  ihat  he  had  made  the  motion 
to  print. 

The  SPEAKER  decided  the  motion  to  be  out  of 
order. 

Mr.  ADAMS  presented  a  memorial  from  the 
State  of  Maine,  asking  the  House  to  rescind  the 
resolution  of  December  13ih.  Also,  in  favor  of 
the  recognition  of  Hayti.  Mr.  A.  moved  the  re- 
ference of  the  latter  portion  of  the  memorial  to  the 
Committee  on  Foreign  AflTairs,  with  instructions  to 
report  a  resolution  in  favor  thereof. 

Mr.  DROMGOOLE  moved  to  lay  that  motion 
on  die  table;  whioh  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  ADAMS  then  moved  a  reference  of  the 
former  portion  of  the  memorial;  which, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  DROMQOOLE,  was  also  laid 
on  the  table.] 


Petitions  were  further  presented  by 

Mr.  LINCOLN,  of  Massachusetts. 

Messrs.  FARRINQTON,  CUSHMAN,  WIL- 
LIAMS, and  ATHERTON,  of  New  Hamp- 
shire. 

[Mr.  CnsHMAN  presented  the  petition  of  Samael 
E.  Coues  and  139  other  citizens  of  Portemoatb, 
New  Hampshire,  praying  for  the  establishmtnt  of 
a  High  Court  of  Nations,  to  adjudge  and  defermine 
upon  all  infernational  difficulties  which  may  be 
brought  before  said  court  by  two  or  more  nations; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Affairs.  Also,  the  petition  of  Samuel  Kincaide, 
praying  for  an  increase  of  pension  for  disabilities 
received  during  the  late  war;  which  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Invalid  Pensions.] 

Messrs.  EVANS,  ANDERSON,  DA VEE.PAR- 
RIS,  and  ROBINSON,  of  Maine. 

Mr.  MERCER,  who  was  not  in  his  seat  when 
petitions  were  called  from  his  State,  asked  leave  and 
pref ented  the  petition  of  Joseph  Harris  of  AJexan- 
dria. 

Mr.  DOTY  of  Wisconsin,  bn  leave,  presented 
several  petitions;  when, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  YORKE, 

The  House  adjourned. 

Mr.  Toocsv  has  been  appointed  a  member  of 
the  Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs,  to  fill  the  va- 
cancy occasioned  by  the  resignation  of  Mr.  Fair- 
field  as  a  member  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives. 


IN  SENATE, 
Tuesday,  January  8, 1838. 

The  PRESIDENT  presented  a  commonicatioa 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in  conaplianee 
with  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  11th  of  May 
last,  in  relation  to  the  value  of  imports,  and  the 
amount  of  duties  thereon,  from  10th  May,  18^7,  to 
lOlh  May,  1838;  which  was  laid  on  the  table,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

Also,  a  communication  from  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  in  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the 
Senate  of  the  12th  ult.  inquiring  whether  certain 
exiles  of  Poland  have  complied  wi>h  the  terms  upon 
which  certain  lands  were  granted  to  them  in  Rock 
River  county,  Illinois,  &c;  which  was  laid  on  the 
table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Also,  a  communication  from  the  Secretary  of 
War,  in  conformity  to  a  resolution  of  the  Senate 
of  the  i^d  inst.  in  relation  to  the  time  when  the 
claims  of  volunteers  of  Alabama,  for  horses  lo&t  in 
the  campaign  against  the  Seminoles,  will  be  inves-. 
tigated;  which  was  laid  upon  the  table,  and  orde^ 
ed  IQ  be  printed. 

Mr.  SWIFT  presented  resolutions  of  the  Legis- 
lature of  the  State  of  Vermont,  in  favor  of  a  more 
thorough  organization  of  the  militia  of  the  United 
States;  which  was  laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  to 
be  printed. 

Mr.  SMITH  of  Indiana  presented  the  petition  of 
John  Miller,  praying  that  a  mistake  in  lelation  to  a 
land  entry  may  be  rectified;  which  was  referred  .to 
the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands. 
,  Mr.  PIERCE  presented  the  petition  of  Mary 
Slow;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Pensions. 

Mr.  CLAY  of  Alabama  presented  a  memorial 
from  citizens  of  Benton  county,  Alabama,  praying 
fur  the  pa5sage  of  bill  135  for  relief  of  those  per- 
sons who  were  deprived  of  the  benefit  of  the  pre- 
emption law  of  19th  June,  1834,  and  whose  pre- 
emptions were  taken  by  the  Indians;  which  was  or- 
dered to  be  printed. 

Mr.  ALLEN  presented  the  memorial  of  up- 
wards of  one  hundred  citizens  of  Stark  coun^, 
Ohio,  on  the  subject  of  the  neutrality  bill  of  last 
session,  and  the  manner  in  which  it  was  executed; 
which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Foreign  Affairs. 

Mr.  PRENTISS  presented  a  resolution  of  the 
Legislature  of  Vermont,  requesting  their  Senaton 
and  Representatives  in  Ctmgress  lo  use  their  effbrfei 
to  procure  the  grant  of  a  tract  of  land  for  each  of 
the  colleges  in  that  State. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  P.  the  petition  of  Aadrev 
Bean,  presented  at  ihe  last  session,  and  remaiaing 
on  file,  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pensions, 
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Mr.  CRITTENDEN  presented  the  petilionof 
Sasan  TH^  which  was  referred  lo  the  Committee 
oa  Rerolationarf  Claims. 

Mr.  C.  presented  the  petition  of  Mira  Alexan- 
der, prayiDg  for  compensation  on  account  of 
ntroledonafy  serriees:  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Rerolotiottarj  Claims. 

Mr.  WALL  presented  the  petition  of  officers  of 
the  armf,  prajtog  that  their  compensation  may  be 
eqsaliaed  with  the  officers  of  the  staff;  which  was 
Rfcned  to  ihe  Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

Mr.  YOUNG  said  he  was  requested  to  present 
ibe  petition  of  a  number  of  gentlemen  of  the  legal 
pr«res9on  in  the  Stale  of  Illinois,  for  an  amend- 
ment of  the  acts  of  Congress  establishing  the  cir- 
call  and  district  courts  of  the  United  States  for  the 
disirici  of  Illinois,  so  as  to  require  terms  of  the  said 
courts  to  be  held  at  the  city  of  Chicago,  in  addition 
to  those  directed  to  be  held  at  the  seat  of  Govern- 
mear  under  the  existing  laws.  The  petition  was 
ugatd  by  the  chief  justice  and  two  out  of  three  of 
the  associate  justices  of  the  supreme  court,  by  two 
of  the  eirenic  judges,  the  niembier  elect  to  Congress 
froiD  the  soothem  district,  and  several  of  the  most 
disiingnished  attorneys,  including  the  district  attor- 
ney in  the  State;  and,  in  his  judgment,  was  enti- 
tled to  consideration  and  respect.  The  northern 
Congressional  district  in  Illinois,  in  which  Chicago 
ts5itoated,  contained  at  this  moment,  more  popula- 
tion than  the  other  two  districts  together,  and  the 
bx^-ioess  in  the  courts  in  that  part  of  the  country 
lU'J  increased  in  a  still  greater  proportion.  He 
iraaed,  therefore,  that  the  subject  might  receive 
the  favorable  consideration  Qf  this  and  the  other 
House  of  Congress;  and,  with  that  view,  he  now 
propMed  its  reference  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Jodtciary. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to,  and  the  petition  re- 
ferred accordingly. 

Mr.  BENTON  presented  the  memorial  of  Lieut. 
S*fcbnm,  Commissary  of  Subsistence,  praying  for 
relief;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Military  Affairs. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN,  from  the  Committee  on 
Cliims,  to  which  had  been  referred  the  petition  of 
John  Burd,  presented  a  bill  for  bis  relief,  accom- 
paoieJ  by  a  report,  which  was  ordered  to  be  print- 
ed, and  ii|e  bill  was  read,  and  ordered  to  a  second 
leading. 

Mr.  WALL,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Judi- 
ciary, to  which  had  been  referred  the  bill  from  the 
ELouse  of  Representatives  to  amend  an  act  to 
recognize  the  district  conris  of  the  United  States  in 
the  State  of  Mississippi,  reported  same  without 
amendment. 

Mr.  TIPTON,  from  the  Committo;  on  Military 
Affairs,  te  which  had  been  referred  the  petition  of 
Jjspphine  Noorse,  reported  a  bill  for  her  relief; 
which  was  read,  and  ordered  t;  a  second  read- 
ing- 
Mr.  T.  also,  from  the  Committee  on  Claims,  to 
which  was  referred  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  James 
H.  Rakion,  reported  a  bill  for  his  relief;  which 
was  read,  and  ordered  to  a  second  reading, 
and  the  accompanying  report  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

Mr.  T.  also,  from  the  Committee  on  Claims,  re- 
ported a  bill  for  the  relief  of  E.  W.  and  H. 
Smiih;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  a  second 
leftding. 

Mr.  HUBBARD,  from  the  Committee  on  Clainu*, 
to  which  bad  been  referred  the  claim  of  John 
Priicheti,  for  remnneration  for  the  lom  of  a  vessel, 
moved  that  the  committee  be  discharged  from  the 
inrther  consideration  of  the  snbjeci;  which  was 
adopted. 

Mr.  H.  also,  from  the  same  committee  to  which 
had  been 'referred  the  claim  of  John  Ireland  and 
the  heirs  of  John  G.  Mackall,  moved  that  the  com- 
mittee be  discharged  tiom  the  further  consideration 
of  the  > abject;  which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  H.  also,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
which  had  been  presented  the  petition  of  Royal 
Ropkin-s  tor  property  destroyed  during  the  last  war 
in  Canada,  prayed  to  be  discharged  from  the  fur- 
dier  oonaideracion  ttiereof;  which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  H  aUo,  fiom  the  same  committee,  aAiked  to 
be  discharged  from  the  cfaim  of  John  Robberts. 


and  that  it  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Ju- 
diciary; jwhich  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  H.  also,  from  the  same  committee,  lo  which 
was  referred  the  claim  of  Joseph  W.  Paige  for  in- 
formation furnished  last  war  of  infraction  of  the 
embargo  laws,  asked  to  be  discharged  from  the 
further  consideration  thereof;  which  was  agreed  to, 
and  the  accompanying  report  ordered  to  be  printed. 
'  Mr.  H.  also,  from  the  same  committi^e,  reported 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of  David  Stone;  which  was  read, 
and  ordei>ed  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  PIERCE,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Judi- 
ciary, to  which  the  subject  had  been  referred,  re- 
ported a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  L.  Winthrop 
and  others,  directors  of  an  association  called  the 
New  England  and  Mississippi  Land  Company; 
which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  WALL,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Judi- 
ciary, lo  which  the  subject  had  been  referred,  re- 
ported a  bill  fixing  the  salaries  of  certain  district 
judges  of  the  United  States;  which  was  read,  and 
ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  KING  presented  the  memorial  of  Edward 
C.  Jones,  praying  compensation  for  the  transporta- 
tion of  troops;  which  was  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Military  Affairs. 

Mr.  K.  also  presented  the  memorial  ot  Jo5hua 
Kennedy  of  Mobile,  praying  compensation  for  a 
mill  which  was  destroyed  by  the  Seminole  Indians, 
while  in  the  occupancy  of  the  troops  of  the  United 
States;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  In- 
dian Affairs. 

Mr.  K.  also  presented  the  memorial  of  citizens  of 
Benton  county,  Alabama,  asking  that  they  may  be 
permitted  to  enter  lands  in  lieu  of  others  taken  up 
by  Indian  reservations. 

Mr.  PRESTON,  from  the  Committee  on  Mili- 
tary Affairs,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Col. 
George  Croghan;  which  wa«  read,  and  ordered  to 
a  second  reading. 

On   motion   of  Mr.  BROWN,  the  bill  supple- 
mentary to  an  act  to  establish  branch  mints  was 
taken  up,  and  after  a  few  remarks  from  Mr.  Bucii- 
A  NAN,  was,  at  his  suggestion,  laid  over  for  the  pre- 
sent. 

The  following  bills  were  taken  up  for  considera- 
tion, read  a  thiM  time,  and  passed:  * 

The  bill  to  renew  the  patent  Of  Thomas 
Blanchard. 

The  bill  making  appropriations  for  the  support  of 
the  penitentiary  in  the  District  of  Columbia. 

The  bill  further  to  regulate  the  transmission  of 
the  mail  upoa  railroads. 

The  bill  to  amend  an  act  entitled  *'  An  act  to  es- 
tablish a  criminal  court  in  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia," was  taken  up;  and,  at  the  suggestion  of  Mr. 
KING,  its  farther  consideration  was  postponed  for 
a  few  days. 

SPECIAL  ORDER  OP  THE  DAY. 

The  bill  for  the  graditation  and  reduction  of  the 
price  of  the  public  lands  came  up  as  the  .special  or- 
der, the  question  being  on  the  amendment  of  Mr. 
Clat  of  Alabama,  proposing  to  extend  the  pivilege 
of  purchasing  at  the  redue4*d  prices  to  ceniiguous 
landholders  lo  me  amendment  proposed  by  the 
Committee  on  the  Public  Lands,  under  the  instruc- 
tions of  the  Senate  when  the  recommitment  was 
ordered. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN,  who  was  entitled  to  the 
floor,  addressed  the  Senate  at  length  in  opposition 
to  the  amendment  and  the  bill  generally;  and  was 
followed  by  Messrs.  CLAY  of  Alabama,  YOUNG, 
and  CLAY  of  Kentucky. 

Mr.  MERRICK  intimated  his  intention  of  ad- 
dressing the  Senate  on  the  subject  to-morrow. 

After  a  brief  Executive  session, 

The  Senate  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OP  REPRESENTATIVES, 

Tuesday,  January  8,  1839. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS  of  Kentucky  asked  leave  of 

the  Hr use  to  offer  a  resolution,  in  substance,  that 

the  HiUse  in  future*  should  meet  at  the  hour  of  II 

o'clock,  instead  of  13  as  heretofore. 


Objeetion  being  made  to  the  reception  of  the  re- 
solution at  this  time, 

Mr.  WILLIAMS  moved  a  suspension  of  the 
rules  to  enable  him  to  offer  it,  and  upon  that  mo- 
tion demanded  the  yeas  and  nays;' which  were  not 
ordered. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  suspension 
of  the  rules,  and  decided  in  the  n^ative. 

Mr.  EVERETT  asked  the  consent  of  the  House 
that  the  resolution  upon  the  subject  of  the  defal- 
cation of  Mr.  Swartwout,  submitted  several  days 
ago,  should  be  taken  up. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  remarked  to  the  gentle- 
men that,  after  the  reports  of  the  committees  had 
been  made,  that  resolution  would  come  up  in  order. 
He  hoped  the  reports  of  commitlces  would,  there- 
fore, be  first  received. 

Mr.  EVERETT  then  waived  his  motion  for  the 
present. 

Mr.  HUNTER  of  Virginia  asked  leave  of  the 
House  to  present  and  have  printed  the  following 
resolution : 

Resolved,  That  a  Select  Committee  be  appainted 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  o(  reporting  a  bill 
which  shall  provide: 

First.  That  all  money  hereafter  to  be  received 
by  the  United  States  for  customs,  shall  be  paid  on 
four  certain  days  fixed,  at  intervals  for  three  months, 
the  duties  required  by  the  existing  laws  to  be  paid 
in  cash,  to  be  secured  by  bonds  with  approved  se- 
curity, bearing  interest  at  the  rale  of  six  per  centum 
per  annum  from  its  date  until  paid,  and  payable  at 
the  next  fixed  quarterly  day,  unless  it  bears  date 
within  twenty  days  of  that  period.  In  which  case  it 
is  to  be  payable  on  the  next  succeeding  day  fixed 
for  payments  to  the  United  States.  But  if  the  im- 
porter be  entitled  to  credit  under  the  existing  laws, 
the  sum  due  is  to  be  diminished  by  a  discount  at 
the  rate  of  six  per  centum  for  the  time  through 
which  the  said  credit  extends,  and  the  sum  thus 
ascertained  to  be  secured  by  bond  as  aforesaid  un- 
der the  limitations  above  prescribed. 

Secondly.  That  all  debts  due  from  the  United 
States  shall  be  made  payable,  so  far  as  practicable, 
on  four  certain  days,  occurring  at  intervals  of  three 
months,  and  fixed  at  twenty  days  respectively  aAer 
the  days  fixed  a^  aforesaid  for  payment  to  the 
United  States.  These  debts,  in  all  cases  when 
practicable,  to  be  made  payable  at  the  next  day  of 
disbursement,  unless  incurred  within  twenty  days 
of  that  time;  in  which  case  to  be  payable  at  the 
second  succeeding  day  fixed  for  that  purpose.  But 
if  the  public  creditor  should  fail  to  present  his 
claim  at  the  place  at  which   it  is  payable  when 

due,  or  within days  of  that  time,  then  the 

United  States  to  be  absolved  from  all  responsibility 
for  any  failure  in  the  disbursing  agent  at  that  place 
to  pay  the  said  creditor:  Prtrvidedj  hovoever,  That 
the  said  agent  and  his  sureties  shall  be  liable,  in 
their  individual  (capacity,  to  pay  lo  the  said  credi- 
tor any  sums  received  for  his  use,  upon  demand, 
and  without  interest. 

Thirdly.  That  all  requisitions  on  the  Treasury 
Department  by  othiT  Departments  of  this  Govern- 
ment for  sums  to  be  disbursed  at  the  next  day  fixed 
tor  that  puspose,  shall  be  made  at  least  twenty 
days  before  the  day  fixed  for  public  receipts,  and 
next  succeeiling  that  of  the  requisition. 

4.  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  after 
a  comparison  of  the  liabilities  to  and  from  the  do- 
vernment,at  the  next  succeeding  days  of  receipt  and 
disbursement,  shall  ascertain  the  probable  i^urplus 
which  will  be  due  to  the  United  States  upon  the 
next  quarterly  dsty  of  receipt,  after  collecting  what 
will  be  sufficient  to  discharge  the  debts  due  from 
the  Government  at  the  next  disbursing  day,  to- 
getiier  with  whatever  sum  may  be  .needful  as  a 
cash  surplus  for  emergencies  of  the  Djpart merit  not 
otherwise  provided  for.  Thr  debtors  ..f  the  United 
Slates  to  be  cnlilled  to  an  extended  c.rcdil  upon  the 
surplus  thus  ascertained,  upon  tlieir  giving  bonds, 
with  approved  sureties,  bearing  interest  as  albre- 
said,  op  to  the  quarterly  day  of  the  receipts  next 
succeeding  that  at  which  the  origiuAl  bond  was 
due.  Eich  public  debtor offeiing  security  as  afore- 
said, 10  be  entitled  to  this  further  credit  upon  an 
equal  proportion  of  his  debt;  which  proportion  is  to 
be  specified  by  public  advertisement  of  the  Secieta- 
ry  of  the  Treasury,  at  least  twenty  days  before  the 
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next  sacceeding  day  of  receipt.    But   all  bonds 
given  for  the  surplas  as  aforesaid,  te  be  wholly . 
collected  at  the  next  quarter  when  due,  before  any 
portion  is  demanded  of  their  bonds  given,  when  the 
debt  for  duties  was  increased. 

The  resolution  was  then  laid  on  the  table  aqd  or- 
dered to  be  printed. 

M^  CAMBRELENG,  Ctom  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means,  reported  a  bill  making  appro- 
priations for  the  civil  and  diplomatic  expenses  of 
the  Gk)vemment  for  the  year  1839;  which,  on  his 
motion  was  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Whoia 
on  the  state  of  the  Union,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

Also,  a  bill  to  amend  the  act  to  anthorize  the 
ifsne  of  Treasury  notes  to  meet  the  current  ex- 
penses of  the  Government,  approved  21st  May, 
1838:  committed,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  C.  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means  was  dischaiged  from  the  further  con- 
sideration of  a  certain  communication  from  the 
Department  of  State  in  relation  to  the  extra  ser- 
vices of  the  attorney  of  the  northern  district  of  New 
York. 

Mr.  HAYNES,  from  the  same  committee,  re- 
ported a  bill  for  the  support  of  the  Milit^iry  Acade- 
my of  the  United  Stales  for  the  year  1839:  commit- 
ted, and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  H.  also  from  the  same  committee,  reported 
the' following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  be  discharged  from  the  further  considera- 
tion of  the  estimates  for  new  barracks  for  the  ca- 
det*, and  barracks  for  a  company  of  dragoons,  and 
stable  for  their  horses,  at  West  Point,  and  that  they 
be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

Mr.  POPE,  from  the  same  commiitee,  reported  a 
bill  making  appropriations  for  the  continuation  of 
the  Cumberland  road  in  Ohio,  Indiana,  and  Illinois. 

Mr.  PICKENS  inquired  if  this  bill  had  been  re- 
ported from  a  majority  of  the  commiitee. 

Mr.  POPE  was  understood  to  say  that  two  were 
in  favor  and  two  against.  He  did  not  know  how 
the  others  were.  Mr.  P.  moved  its  commitment  to 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  on  the  state  of 
the  Union. 

Mr.  PICKENS  moved  that  it  be  recommitted  to 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

Mr.  POPE  was  understood  to  say  that  a  majority 
of  a  quorum  of  the  committee  had  authorized  him 
to  report  the  bill  for  tlfe  consideration  of  the 
House. 

Mr.  PICKENS  staled  that  the  object  he  had  in 
view  in  moving  the  recommitment,  was  to  call  the 
Rti^nlionof  the  House  to  ihedancerous  system  now 
coming  into  practice,  of  reporting  bills  to  the  House 
with  the  understanding  that  they  had  received  the 
sanction  of  a  majority  of  the  committee,  when  such 
was  not  the  case.  It  was  obvious  that  such  a  sys- 
tem was  calculated  to  lead  to  un^und  legislation, 
as  it  was  well  known  that  the  House  was  greatly 
influenced  on  any  measure  by  the  fact  of  the  majo- 
rity of  a  standing  committee  having  recommended 
it.  It  was  not  this  bill  in  particular  to  which  he 
objected,  but  the  principle^  which  applied  to  all  other 
ea^scs  of  the  same  nature. 

Mr.  DROMGOOLC  made  some  .  observation 
against  the  practice  of  reporting  bills  to  the  House, 
wht-n  ihe  majority  of  committees  were  against  them. 
He  hoped  the  bill  would  bt  recommitted. 

Mr.  EWIMG  was  surprised  at  the  course  of  the 
gcuiieman  from  South  Carolina,  [Mr.  Pickens,]  in 
.  attempting  to  affect  the  important  measures  of  the 
country  by  informal  action.  It  had  been  stated  that 
the  bill  ha  J  been  reported  by  the  direction  of  a  ma- 
jority of  a  quorum  of  the  committee;  and  what 
could  he  wi2>h  more?  If  the  gentleman  had  any 
th'ntr  to  say  against  the  committee,  why  did  not  he 
anaiga  ihem,  and  not  impede  the  progress  of  mea- 
sures of  such  importance  to  the  country.  He 
would  have  the  ;>entleman  to  know  that  at  this  ses- 
sion the  will  of  the  people,  and  not  that  of  the  Ex- 
tfu'iv^,  would  rule  the  action  of  the  House.  At 
ail  rvenr-s,  if  he  did  not  learn  that  lesson  at  the  pre- 
sent session,  he  would  soon  learn  it. 

Mr.  PICKENS  repelled  the  charge  of  having: 
any  prejudice  again&t  the  committee,  with  much 
warmth.  He  wished  it  to  be  understood  that  it 
was  with  reference  to  the  pnneipU  alone  which  had 


induced  him  to  move  a  recommitment  of  the  bill. 
He  alluded  to  several  bills  of  deep  interest  reported 
at  the  last  session,  but  which  bad  not  received  the 
sanelion  of  a  majority  of  the  committees  from 
which  they  came,  and  argaed  that  the  Hoaae  bad 
undoubtedly  acted  under  the  impretsion  that  the 
case  was  otherwise.  As  for  what  the  gentleman 
from  I'ldiana  had  said  about  the  people  ruling,  he 
did  not  understand  what  h^  meant.  He  [Mr.  P.] 
had  always  been  of  opinion  that  it  was  the  people 
who  ruled.  He  had  learned  that  long  ago.  The 
present  meannre  was  neither  an  Executive  mea.sure 
nor  the  people's  measure;  it  was  a  measure  in  which 
aU  were  interested.  Mr.  P.  repeated  that  his  ob- 
jection was  not  so  much  against  the  present  bill  as 
against  the  principle  of  reporting  bills  to  the  House 
with  the  understanding  that  a  majority  were  in  their 
favor,  when  such  was  nut  the  case.  He  hoped 
that  gentlemen,  in  deciding  this  question,  would 
consider  it  as  testing  a  question  calculated  to  pro- 
duce unsound  legislation. 

Mr.  SIBLEY  opposed  the  motion  to  recommit; 
as  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  had  referred 
to  bills  reported  at  the  last  session,  he  would  ask 
him  to  consider  the  history  of  tho^e  bills.  He 
would  then  find,  that  although  a  majority  of  the 
committee  declared  themselves  adverse  to  them,  yet 
they  passed  the  House  by  a  large  vole,  and  also  the 
other  branch  of  Congress.  He  argued  at  some 
length  against  Uie  policy  of  making  no  reports  in 
favor  of  mea^ures,  without  the  concurrence  of  a 
majority,  as  when  the  propositions  came  before 
the  House,  independent  action  could  be  had  there- 
on, without  any  reference  to  what  had  been  done 
by  the  commiifee. 

After  some  remarks  from  Mr*  MERCER,  which 
were  inaudible, 

Mr.  PICKENS  said,  what  he  wished  to  say  was, 
that  upon  all  great  matters  reported  to  the  House, 
it  ought  to  be  announced  whether  or  not  the  re- 
port was  concurred  in  by  ihe  majority  of  the  com- 
mittee. By  such  a  course  the  House  would  be  in 
no  danger  of  receiving  a  false  impression.  But  he 
must  protest  against  the  system  of  receiving  bills 
as  having  received  the  sanction  of  a  majority, 
when  the  fact  was  otherwise. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  said  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina  was  partly  right  and  partly  wrong. 
The  fact  was  that  it  frequently  happened  that  mem- 
bers of  the  committee  were  opposed  to  the  objects 
for  which  the  appropriations  were  intended,  al- 
though they  reported  in  favor  of  such  appropria- 
tions, because  they  were  required  by  law  so  to  do. 
He  adduced  the  bill  making  appropriation  for  the 
support  ef  the  Military  Academy  as  an  instance. 
Some  of  the  committee  were  opposed  to  the  insti- 
tution, although  they  considered  ihemselves  bound 
by  law  to  report  the  appropriation.  But  on 
other  occasions,  it  became  the  duty  of  the  commit- 
tee to  take  into  consideration  the  state  of  the 
finances,  before  they  made  the  appropriations.  Mr. 
C  explained,  that  recently  three  members  had  been 
absent  from  the  committee,  two  ofwhom  were  sick, 
but  that  the  commiitee  had  been  bound  by  the  rules 
of  the  House  to  report  the  four  large  bills  within 
thirty  days' from  the  commencement  of  the  session. 
The  bills  reported  that  morning,  had  been  reported 
by  the  majority  of  a  quorum,  but  not  until  after 
the  appropriations  had  been  cut  down  to  the  small- 
est amount. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  opposed  the  motion  to  recom- 
mit. As  there  was  no  law  for  the  House  to  fill  the 
committee  after  the  manner  of  a  jury,  it  was 
bound  to  take  the  word  of  a  member,  when  he  said 
that  a  bill  had  been  reported  from  the  majority  of  a 
quorum. 

Mr.  POPE  said  it  was  contrary  to  the  usual 
course  of  legislation,  to  require  the  names  of  each 
member  of  a  committee  who  might  vote  on  any 
report.  If  that  was  required,  it  would  then  be  ne- 
cessary for  every  committee  to  have  a  clerk,  and 
keep  a  journal.  He  went  on  to  state  that  when  he 
was  directed  to  report  the  bill,  there  were  five  mem- 
bers of  the  committee  present,  and  the  majority  of 
a  quorum  were  in  faror  of  the  report. 

Afw-r  some  remarks  from  Mr.  CRAIG  in  oppo- 
sition to  the  resolution, 

Mr.  PICKENS  said,  he  had  moved  the  instruc- 
tions under  the  impression  that  there  were  only 


three  members  of  the  committee  whetiad  agreed  to 
the  report.;  but  as  the  gentleman  from  Keatneky 
had  stated  otherwise,  he  would  withdraw  the  ia- 
strnction,  and  simply  move  to  racommit  the  bill. 

The  questionjwas  then  taken  on  that  motio&jiad 
it  was  rejected. 

JThe  question  then  reenring  on  the  motion  to  it- 
fer  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  fte 
Union,  it  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  STEWART,  from  the  Committee of^Cliinsi 
mad«  an  anfavorable  report  on  the  petition  of  the 
heirs  of  John  Broome,  and  the  petitioa  of  Blia 
McKay:  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS,  from  the  same  cemmittee,  re- 
ported the  following  resolution,  which  was  read 
and  agreed  to: 

Retohed,  That  the  Committee  of  Claims  be  dis- 
charged from  the  further  consideration  of  the  m^  ; 
morial  of  Anne  Temple  Green;  and  that  so  maeh  | 
of  said  memorial  as  relates  to  the  heirs  of  Cipt. 
Nicholson,  prior  to  the  adoption  of  our  present  Con- 
stitution, be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Rerolo- 
tionary  Claims;  and  so  mach  of  said  memorial  is 
relates  to  the  services  of  said  Capt.  Nicholsoa 
since  the  adoption  of  the  present  Constitntion,  be 
referred  to  the  Fourth  Atiditor  of  the  Treasory. 

Mr.  CASEY,  from  the  Committee  on  Pablic 
Lmds,  to  which  had  been  referred  Senate  bill  en- 
titled  "An  act  to  create  an  additional  land  office  ia 
the  State  of  Michigan,  and  for  other  purposes,"  ^^ 
ported  the  same  back  to  the  House  without  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  LOOMIS,  from  the  same  committee,  made 
unfavorable  reports  on  the  petitions  of  Morris 
Wright  aod  Capt.  Samuel  Dodge:  severally  Uid 
upon  the  table. 

Mr.  LINCOLN,  from  the  Committee  on  Pablic 
Lands,  to  which  bad  been  referred  Senate  bill  enti- 
tled ''An  aet  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  John  Bn- 
han,  late  receiver  of  the  public  moneys  at  Honts- 
ville,  Alabama,"  reported  the  same  back  without 
amendment. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WORD,  the  Committee  oa 
the  Public  Lands  was  dischariged  fiom  the  farther 
consideration  of  the  petition  of  Robert  Sca^:  laid 
on  the  table. 

Mr.  MURRAY,  from  the  same  committee,  re- 
ported unfavorably  on  the  petitions  of  Thomu  C. 
Cope  and  John  T.  Austin:  laid  on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  MURRAY,  said  committee 
was  discharged  from  the  further  consideration  of 
the  petition  of  James  Butter  and  others. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD,  from  the  Committee  « 
Revolutionary  Claims,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relirf 
of  the  children  of  Apolloa  Cooper,  deceased:  com- 
mitted. 

Mr.  EVERETT,  from  the  Committee  on  Indian 
Affairs,  made  an  unfavorable  report  on  the  petition 
of  George  P.  Allen:  laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

Mr.  McKAY,  from  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs,  reported  a  bill  making  appropriations  for 
the  payment  of  the  services  of  a  company  of  volon- 
teers,  mustered  into  the  service  of  the  United  States 
by  Capt.  Drain:  committed. 

Mr.  INGHAM,  from  the  Committee  on  Ninl 
Affairs,  stated  that  that  committee  at  the  last  ses- 
sion reported  a  number  of  bills  of  great  public  iij- 
terest,  which  failed  to  receive  the  action  of  this 
Hou)ie.  The  committee  have  made  a  selection  from 
bills  of  the  last  session,  those  which  they  ooneeivt 
of  the  greatest  importance,  and  have  directed  me  lo 
report  the  following  resolution: 

Retolvedt  That  Thursday,  the  10th  instant,  from 
and  after  one  p^cloek,  be  specially  assigned  for  iht 
coniideration,  in  preference  to  any  other  bosiac^ 
of  House  bills 

No.  703.  A  bill  for  extending  and  impro?iof  the 
navy  yard  at  Brooklyn,  and  for  constrncting  a  diy 
dock  at  the  same. 

.572.  A  bill  to  alter  and  regulate  the  navy  n* 
tion. 

573.  A  bill  to  regulate  the  pay  and  emoluments 
of  pursers  of  the  navy. 

570.  A  bill  to  authorize  the  purchase  of  two  We 
sels  to  be  employed  as  receiving  vessels  in  the  n*- 
val  service, 

571.  A  bill  for  reduc  ng,  under  one  head  of  .ap- 
propriations, various  appropriations  for  bulldiBSi 
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lebviklifie,  pnrchasuif ,  and  Kpftiring  vessels  of 
war,  aad  /or  prDyidittg  maleiiais  for  tba  same. 

SS5.  A  bill  for  the  payment  of  certain  pensions 
beretofore  paid  oot  of  the  privateer  pension  fund. 

And  if  ail  of  said  bills  shall  not  be  finally  dis- 
posed of  on  said  day,  then,  and  in  that  case,  the 
Mxt  sarceeding  day  the  hoar  aforesaid,  shall 
be  in  like  manner  assigned  for  the  further  considera- 
tioB  of  the  same. 

Ifr.  PETRIKIN  moved  to  amend  by  striking 
oat  the  bill  providing  for  the  dry  dock  at  Brooklyn. 

Mr.  INGHAM  hoped  the  proposition  to  amend 
this  lesolation  would  not  succeed. 

The  question  was  taken  on  striking  out,  and  de- 
cided in  the  negative. 

Mr.  WISE  asked  the  House  to  amend  the  reso- 
hitioo,  by  adding  the  bill  for  the  augmentation  of 
the  United  States  marine  corps. 

Mr.  INGHAM  said  this  was  one  of  the  bills 
that  the  committee  would  have  included,  if  they 
tboBgbt  it  would  meet  the  approbation  of  the 
Hoose. 

After  a  few  words  from  Mr.  CRAIG,  the  amend- 
BCBt  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  RUSSELL  moved  to  strike  out  that  pan  of 
the  resolution  which  app^op^iated  any  other  day 
beside  Tnursday.  The  resolution,  as  adopted, 
voald  encroach  upon  private  bill  day,  to  which  be 


After  a  few  further  remarks  from  Mr.  INGHAM 
in  support  of  the  resolution,  the  question  was  taken 
OD  the  proposed  amendment,  and  decided  in  the 
oepuive. 

Mr.  TOLAND  then  move^  to  amend  the  resolu- 
tioB  by  adding  the  bill  providing  for  the  construc- 
tioo  of  a  dry  dock  at  Philadelphia. 

Mr.  SMITH  said  there  was  another  subject  of 
■BCh  importance,  which  he  wished  would  receive 
the  adentioa  of  the  House;  and  therefore  would 
Bove  to  amend  the  resolution  by  adding  the  "bill 
jKoviding  for  the  erection  of  certain  hospitals  upon 
tto  Western  waters." 

Mr.  WISE.  That  is  not  a  naval  bill.  It  was 
never  before  our  committee. 

The  amendment  was  not  agreed  to. 

The  quea^tion  was  then  taken  on  the  adoption  of 
&e  resolution,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  ELMORE,  by  consent,  offered  the  following 
resolution: 

RaUoeA,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  re- 
port to  this  House  statemenus  of  the  value  of  the 
exports  aad  imports  of  eaqh  State  and  Territory  for 
Ifa^  years  1837  and  1838,  showing  what  amount  of 
die  exports  was  of  foreign  and  what  of  domestic 
growth  aod  manufacture;  the  amount  of  duties  ac- 
croing  each  year  on  such  imports,  and  the  amount 
acuia^y  collected;  what  amount  was  duty  free, 
aad  what  amount  was  chargeable  with  duly;  ahd 
alio  what  amount  of  drawback  was  paid  into  each 
Slate. 

Boohed^  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasary  re- 
port further  to  this  House  what  articles  under  the 
pment  tariff  of  daties  are  duly  free,  and  what  are 
chargeahle  with  duties^  also  what  is  the  specific 
and  ad  valorem  duty  paid  on  each  article  now,  and 
what  will  be  the  amount  of  duty  under  each  re 
duetioD  provided  for  by  law. 

The  fcsolution  under  the  rules  Hes  over  ibr  one 
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DROMGOOLE  asked  the  consent  oi  the 
Bone,  before  proceeding  to  the  orders  of  the  day, 
to^  into  Committee  of  the  Whole  upon  the  bill 
entitled  "An  act  to  provide  for  carrying  into  effect 
fbeaoovention  between  the  United  States  of  Ame- 
nem  and  the  JUpublic  of  Texas,  and  for  marking 
tba  boundary  between  that  Republic  and  the 
Uuited  States." 

Mr.  RICfi  GARLAND  said  this  was  a  subject 
of  oooaiderable  interest  to  his  State,  and  hoped  ihe 
Houae  would  a^ree  to  the  motion  of  the  gentleman 
finmn  Viiginta. 

The  House  then  went  into  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Dromooolb, 
Mr.  B^was  in  the  chair,.and  took  up  the  above  bill; 
jMd,  there  being  no  proposition  to  amend  the  same, 
It  waa  reported  lo  the  House,  and  received  its  third 

^rand  passed. 

iEOlA|«  ORDER  OF  THE  DAY. 
~~  tben  proceeded  to  the  consideration 


%be 


of  the  resolution  of  Mr.  Cambrelbno  to  refer  the 
Message  of  the  President,  in  relation  to  the  defalca- 
tion of  Mr.  Swartwout,  except  so  much  as  relates 
to  the  modification  of  the  revenue  laws,  to  a  select 
committee. 

Mr.  WISE  withdrew  his  former  motion,  leaving, 
as  an  amendment,  the  resolution  of  Mr.  Gauland 
for  the  appointment  of  a  select  committee  of  nine, 
t3  be  chosen  by  ballot. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  accepted  the  resolution  as 
a  modification,  except  the  words  **by  ballot." 

Mr.  GARLAND  moved  to  insert  the  words  "by 
ballot." 

A  long  debate  then  arose,  in  which  Messrs. 
WISE,  CAMBRELENG,  CUSHING,  GAR. 
LAND,  PiCKBNS,  BOON,  and  others,  participat- 
ed, (and  which  will  be  given  hereafter.) 

Without  taking  any  question, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BOON, 

The  House  adjourned. 


IN  SENATE, 
WsDNESDAV,  January  9,  1839. 

The  PRESIDENT  presented  a  communication 
from  the  President  of  tht;  United  States,  in  compli- 
ance with  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  21st  De- 
cember last,  containing  information  relative  to  the 
several  Departments,  called  for  by  said  resolution; 
which  was  laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

AUo,  a  communication  from  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  enclosing  a  report  from  the  Secreta- 
ry of  the  Navy,  in  answer  to  the  resolution  of  the 
Senate  of  the  3d  instant,  calling  for  information  in 
regard  to  the  examination  of  inventrons  designed  to 
prevent  the  calamities  resulting  from  the  explosion 
of  steamboilers,  directed  by  the  acts  of  Jane  38ih  and 
July  9ih  last;'which  was  laid  on  the  table,  and  order- 
ed to  bs  printed. 

Also,  a  communication  from  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  in  relation  to  the  number  and  compensa- 
tion of  clerks  in  his  Department  during  the  year 
1838;  which  was  laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  to 
be  printed. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  ALLEN, 

Ordered,  That  the  petition  and  papers  or  John 
Elliott  on  the  files  of  the  last  session  be  taken 
therefrom,  and  again  referred  to  ttie  Committee  on 
Claims. 

Mr.  PRENTISS  presented  certain  resolv- 
tioos  of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Yer- 
mont,  instructing  their  Senators  and  reques- 
ting their  Representatives  to  use  their  ef- 
forts to  prevent  the  passage  of  any  law  for  the 
annexation  of  Texas  to  the  Union,  and  to  procure 
the  passage  of  a  law  for  the  abolition  of  .slavery 
and  the  slave  trade  in  the  District  of  Columbia  and 
the  Territories  of  the  Union — and  of  the  slave  trade 
between  the  several  States;  and  also  protesting 
against  certain  resolutions  [ATHEaroN's]  adopted 
by  the  House  of  Representatives,  as  unconstitu- 
ticnal;  which  Mr.  P.  moved  should  be  laid  upon 
the  table,  aad  ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  que&tion  was,  on  motion  of  Mr.  FOSTER, 
divided,  and  the  first  division  was  agreed  to. 

The  question  coming  up  on  the  second  division, 
viz:  to  print  the  resolution, 

Mr.  PRENTISS  said  be  had  made  the  motion 
to  print  these  resolutions,  because  he  supposed  it 
would  be  an  act  of  proper  courtesy  to  the  Legisla- 
ture f^om  whom  they  come.  When  he  presented 
them  he  had  not  the  slightest  idea  that  any  serious 
objections  would  be  made  to  them,  or  that  they 
would  excite  any  debate,  and  he  would  say  to  gen- 
tlemen of  the  South,  that  the  course  which  they 
were  pursuing  was  precisely  the  course  to  increase 
the  number,  and  augment  the  strength  of  the  Abo- 
litionists; and  he  thought  it  in  other  respects  impo- 
litic and  injurious,  as  well  as  wrong  and  unreason- 
able in  itself. 

The  virtual  rejection  of  petitions  here  was  re- 
garded as  an  infraction  of  the  ri^t  of  petition,  and 
this  was  connected  with  the  great  Subject  of  abo- 
lition, and  had  given  to  it  a  p6wer  not  properly  its 
own«  so  that  those  who  were  opposed  to  extreme 
and  premature  measures,  and  who  wished  to  prevent 
useless  exciteinent  and  agitation,  found  the&selv^ 
powerle^  in  consequence  of  this,  connection*;  and 
if  this  course  were  persisted  in,  they  would  be 


obliged  to  give  way  entirely.  Mr.  P.  trusted  these 
resolutions  would  be  printed  as  ao  act  of  common 
courtesy,  and  he  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
the  qaestion;  which  were  ordered. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  confessed  that  he  was  amazed 
when  he  saw  a  gentleman  of  the  calmness  and  cor- 
rect judgment  of  the  Senator  from  Vermont,  pur- 
*suiDg  the  course  that  he  did.  That  there  should 
be  any  man  of  any  intelligence  whatever  who  did 
not  see  that  this  question  strikes  at  the  very  foun- 
dation of  the  Union,  alienating  one  portion  of  it 
from  the  other,  and  that  it  tended  to  the  overthrow 
of  the  best  hopes  of  mankind,  indeed  surprised  him. 
Nor  was  it  less  wonderful  to  him  that  any  gentle- 
man of  that  description  should  pretend  to  say  that 
the  best  course  of  Southern  gentlemen  was  to  per- 
mit the  Abolitionists  lo  come  here  and  urge  the 
question  whenever  they  pleased.  They  tell  us, 
said  Mr.  C.  that  we  have  no  right  to  our  own  es- 
tates: that  a  large  part  of  our  property  is  held  with- 
out niw;  and  that  they  have  the  right  to  come  here 
week  after  week,  year  after  year,  questioning  our 
right  to  it,  and  calumniating  our  character,  while 
the  best  mode  for  us  to  pursue  is  to  be  quiet.  Sir, 
sa^d  Mr.  C.  I  would  not  have  made  these  observa- 
tions if  the  remarks  that  called  them  forth  had  not 
come  from  a  respectable  quartjr.  The  course  of 
the  gentleman  from  Vermont  was  a  striking  proof 
that  on  all  quesiicns  of  deep  excitement  the  strong- 
est minds  may  be  carried  away.  Mr.  C.  would 
say  to  the  Senator  from  Vermont,  that  this  tning 
must  be  arrested  at  home^  by  strong  measures,  or. 
the  South  would  take  care  of  itself. 

Mr.  PRENTISS  said  he  had  simply  asked  that 
these  resolutions  might  be  printed,  as  a  mark  of 
the  courtesy  usually  evinced  to  States  of  this  Union. 
He  did  not  enter  into  any  argument  on  the  ques- 
tion of  Abolition.  Neither  he  nor  any  other  Sena- 
tor from  the  North  had,  on  any  occasion,  been 
found  to  agitate  that  question.  'The  fault,  if  it  was 
one,  lay  in  another  quarter.  He  wished  merely  to 
discharge  an  obvious  duty.  If  he  found  it  certain 
that  he  could  net  car^r  out  his  own  opinions  on 
the  subject  of  slavery,  which  he  trusted  were  well 
known,  he  thought  it  beiit  to  defer  the  attempt  to  a 
more  favorable  opportunity.  These  resolutions 
were  passed  by  the  Legislature  of  Vermont  in  con- 
sequence of  petitions  requiring  their  passage.  They 
were  resolutions  of  instruction,  and  so  far  as  he 
was  Qoncerned,  he  wished  to  discharge  the  duty 
imposed  upon  him. 

Mr.  KING  found  no  fault  with  the  Senator  from 
Vermont  for  discharging  his  duty  to  his  State,  in 
presenting  such  resolutions  as  i^ey  thought  proper 
to  charge  him  with.  He  waived,  therefore,  under 
these  considerations,  any  objections  to  receiving  the 
resolutions.  They  came  from  a  sovereign  State; 
but  whether  that  State  was  true  to  the  principles 
which  should  govern  every  member  of  the  Confe- 
deracy,, was  another  question.  With  regard  to  the 
prayer  of  these  resolutions,  every  man  of  common 
intelligence  knew  that  if  it  were  granted,  this  Union 
would  not  last  twenty-four  hours.  He  knew  that 
he,  and  every  man  from  that  section  of  the  Union 
which  would  be  so  grossly  outraged  by  such  a  mea- 
sure, would  instantly,  on  the  adoption  of  it,  retire 
from  theiifseats.  He  would,  in  such  an  event,  re- 
turn to  his'constituents,  and  tell  them  that  the  com- 
pact was  broken,  the  Constitution  violated,  and 
their  pioperly  taken  away  from  them,  and  that  he, 
as  their  representative,  could  render  them  no  further 
service  by  remaining  where  he  was.  Believing  that 
such  would  be  the  inevitable  coDsrquenccs  of  car- 
rying out  the  doctrines  contained  in  the.se  resolu- 
tions, he  could  not  consent  to  give  them  any 
circulation.  What  was  the  object  of  the 
Senator  from  Vermont,  in  wishing  to  have 
these  resolutions  printed?  The  Senator  himself 
declared  himself  that  he  did  not  expect  any  such 
thing  as  action  on  those  resolutions;  and  yet  he 
wished  to  have  them  printed;  for  what?  To  give 
encouragement  to  these  people,  to  send  out  more 
memorials  to  act  on  their  Legislature,  inducing 
them  to  interfere  with  matters  which  do  not  belong 
to  them.  If  that  was  the  object  ot  the  gentleman, 
and  he  trusted  and  believed  that  it  was  not,  he  might 
have  some  reason  for  urging  the  printing  of  these 
papers;  -  but  as  he  had  a  great  respect  for 
the   gentleman,     and    believed     that    he     had 
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DO  .such  object  in  view,  he  was  at  a  loss 
to  conceive  why  he  persisted  in  the  motion. 
He  thanked  the  gentleman  for  warning  the  Sonth 
«r  what  became  iheir  doty  under  the  present  state 
of  excitement  en  this  pubject.  Sir,  laidMr.  Ka 
we  will  discharge  our  duty  to  ourselves  and  our 
constituents,  without  asking  advice  from  the  gen- 
tleman from  Veroiont,  or  from  his  Legislature,  or 
the  Legislature  of  any  other  State.  He  had  hoped 
that  they  wonld  have  been  spared,  in  ibis  body, 
the  agitation  of  this  exciting  subject.  He  knew 
that  it  had  taken  place  elsewhere  in  a  manner 
highly  disgraceful,  but  he  had  confidently  expected 
that  this  body  would  escape  it,  and  that  the  Sena- 
tor from  Vermont  would  be  the  last  man  to  bring 
it  up.  He  regretted  the  necessity  of  making  these 
few  observations,  but  he  was  compelled  to  do  so, 
beaause  he  thought  the  Senator  from,  Vermont 
was  forcing  this  matter  beyond  what  was  neces- 
sary. 

Mr.  LUMPKIN  said,  his  object  in  rising  was 
to  move  (hat  the  morion  to  print  be  laid  upon  the 
table.  But  before  he  submitted  that  motion,  he 
would  remark  that  he  fully  concurred  in  the  re- 
marks of  the  Senators  from  Souih  Carolina  and 
Alabama  [Mr.  Calhoun  and  Mr.  Kino.]  And 
that  he  felt  no  disposition  to  countenance  or  re- 
spect attempts  to  agitate  the  question  of  slavery, 
the  more,  because  it  was  brought  before  the  Senate 
I  y  the  proceedings  of  asovereisn  State.  No,  sir, 
said  Mr.  L.  the  agitation  of  this  question,  by  ob- 
scure and  ignorant  individuals,  is  harmless  and 
innocent,  when  compared  with  the  proceedings  of 
the  Legislature  cf  Vermont.  Yet  the  Senator 
from  Vermont  [Mr.  Prentiss]  admonishes  the 
South  to  be  cool  and  quiet,  to  disregard  the  efforts 
of  those  who  are  constantly  .warring  against 
their  rights  and  interests.  Sir,  ^aid  Mr.  L.  this  ad- 
vice reminds  me  of  a  robber,  who,  while  he  has  his 
hand  in  my  pocket,  taking  from  me  that  to  which 
he  has  no  just  claim,  ceases  not  to  admonish  me  to 
be  quiet,  be  easy-— he  will  do  me  no  harm.  Every 
lover  of  this  Union  should  cease  to  agita'e  this 
question.  The  interference  of  the  Abolitionists  and 
their  supporters  with  the  domestic  concerns  of  the 
South  is  daily  becoming  more  offensive.  These 
proceedings  are  rapidly  alienating  the  affections  of 
one  portion  of  the  Union  from  the  other.  We 
should  circulate  nothing  from  this  Senate  calcu- 
lated to  increase  excitement  and  prejudice.  Under 
this  view  of  the  subject,  I  move  to  lay  the  motion 
to  print  on  the  table. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Litmpkin's 
motion  to  lay  the  motion  to  print  on  the  table,  and 
carried — yeas  29,  nays  8,  a^  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Allen,  Bayard,  Brown,  Buch- 
anan, Calhoun,  Clay  of  Alabama,  Crittenden,  Fos- 
.  ter,  Fulton,  Hubbard,  King,  Linn,  Lumpkin, 
Merrick,  Mouton,  Nicholas,  Nor  veil,  Pierce,  Pres- 
ton, Rives,  Roane,  Robinson,  Smith  of  Connecti- 
cut, Southard,  Tipton,  White,  Williams  ef  Missis- 
sippi, Wright  and  Young — 29. 

NAYS — ^Messrs,  Davis,- Knight,  McKean,  Morris, 
Prentiss,  Robbtns,  Smith  of  Indiana,  and  Swift 
—8. 

Mr.  BENTON  said  that  at  the  last  session  the 
Committee  on  Claims  presented  an  adverse  report 
in  the  case  of  General  Hernandez.  He  bad  now 
in  his  hand  additional  evidence,  which  established 
on  oath  the  occupancy  of  the  property  by  the 
troops  of  the  United  States,  which  he  wished  should 
be  referred,  in  addition  to  the  papers  already  on 
file,  to  the  Committee  on  Claims. 

On  this  motion  a  long  debate  ensued,  in  whidi 
the  merits  of  this  claim,  and  other  similar  claims, 
was  discussed,  which  resulted  in  a  motion,  by  Mr. 
BAYARD,  to  rescind  a  former  order  of  the  Senate 
pof^tponing  the  con.5ideration  of  these  claims  until 
the  passage  of  a  general  law  on  the  subject;  which 
was  adopted,  when. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  HUBBARD, 

Ordered,  That  the  petitions  and  papers  relating 
to  the  claims  of  Qad  Humphreys,  John  J.  Bulo  \r, 
and  otheis,  be  again  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Claims. 

Mr.  TIPTON  presented  the  memorial  of  Ed- 
ward Tippet,  asking  for  an  investigation  into  the 
merits  of  an  improved  steam  boiler;  which  was  re- 
ferred te  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 


On  motion  by  Mr.  DAVIS, 

Ordered,  That  the  memorial  and  papers  of  Henry 
H.  Pickering,  on  the  files  of  the  last  session,  be 
again  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  RIVES  presented  die  memorial  of  W.  8. 
Naylor,  adminiatrator  (f  the  estate  of  William 
Sansord;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Revolutionary  Claims. 

Mr.  R.  also  presented  the  memorial  of  the  clerks 
in  the  Font th  Auditors  Office  for  an  increase  of 
Falary;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Naval  Affairs,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  CLAY  of  Kentucky  presented  a  memorial 
of  oflScers  of  the  line  of  the  army,  praying  that 
their  pay  may  be  equalized  with  that  of  the  officers 
of  the  staff;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Military  Affairs. 

The  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives  to 
provide  for  carrying  into  effect  the  convention  be- 
tween Texas  and  the  United  States,  and  marking 
the  boundary,  coming  up  for  consideration — 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  said  that  it  was  neces&ary  to 
pass  this  bill  as  early  as  possible.  The  season 
when  operations  should  commence  was  near  at 
hand,  as  the  ^  urveyors  should  be  on  the  line  by  the 
1st  of  March  next.  The  bill  is  an  exact  transcript 
of  the  bill  which  was  framed  for  carrying  into  ef- 
fect the  convention  respecting  the  boundary  line  be- 
tween this  country  and  Mexico — Texas  now  stand- 
ing in  the  place  of  Mexico.  The  biH  had  been 
shown  to  the  members  of  the  Committee  on  Fo- 
reign Affairs,  who  had  unanimously  approved  of 
it,  and  acquiesced  in  the  necessity  of  its  immediate 
passage.  It  had,  therefore,  in  fact,  been  referred 
to  the  committee  and  reported  on,  and  he  hoped  it 
would  be  put  upon  its  passage  at  once. 

The  bill  was  then  read  twice,  and  by  unanimous 
consent,  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  read- 
ing, and  passed. 

An  act  further  to  regulate  the  transmission  of  the 
United  States  mail  upon  railroads,  was  read  a 
third  time  and  passed. 

Mr.  ROANE  from  the  Committee  on  the  District 
of  Columbia,  to  which  had  been  referred  the  bill 
giving  a.ssent  of  Congress  to  an  act  of  the  Greneral 
Assembly  of  Virginia  incorporating  the  Falmouth 
and  Alexandria  lUiboad  company,  reported  the 
same  with  an  amendment. 

Mr.  R«  from  the  same  committee  to  which  was 
referrei  the  bill  concerning  the  estates  of  idiots  or 
lunatics  and  infants,  in  the  District  of  Columbia, 
reported  the  same  without  amendment. 

Mr.  R.  also  from  the  same  committee,  to  which 
was  referred  the  bill  extending  the  jurisdiction  of 
the  corporation  of  the  city  of  Washington  over  the 
Potomac  bridge,  reported  the  same  with  an  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  RIVES,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval  Af- 
fairs, reported  a  bill  to  explain  and  amend  the  fifth 
section  of  the  act  passed  June  30,  1834,  for  the  bet- 
ter organization  of  the  marine  corp^  of  the  United 
States;  which  was  read  twice,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

The  Senate  then  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
.special  order,  which  was  the  bill  to  provide  for  the 
reduction  and  graduation  of  the  price  of  the  public 
lands. 

The  question  being  on  Mr.  CLAY  of  Alaba- 
ma's amendment  to  the  amendment  which  the 
Committee  on  the  Public  Lands  reported  under  in- 
structions, to  allow  persons  already  settled  on, 
and  cultivating  farms,  to  purchajre  contiguous  tracts 
at  the  reduced  price. 

After  a  debate,  in  which  Messrs.  MERRICK, 
FULTON,  and  WALKER  took  part, 

Mr.  NILES  moved  to  modify  the  amendment  so 
as  to  restrict  the  right  of  entry  to  persons  who  "own, 
reside  upon,  and  cultivate"  adjoining  lands,  instead 
of  "who  oton^'  adjoining  lands. 

This  modification  being  agreed  to. 

The  question  was  taken,  and  the  amendment  to 
the  amendment  was  decided  in  the  affirmative — 
yeas  24,  nays  33,  aa  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Buchanan,  Clay 
of  Alabama,  Foster,  Fulton,  Hubbard,  King, 
Linn,  Lumpkin,  Lyon,  BicKean,  Mouton,  Nicho- 
las, Niles,  Norvell,  Pierce,  Robinson,  Smith  of 
Connecticut,  Smith  of  Indiana,  Tipton,  Walker, 
Williams  of  Miifciysippi,  and  Youcs^— 34. 


NAYS—Messrs.  Bayard,  Brown,  CaUioaii,Clat 
of  Kentucky,  Crittenden,  Davis,  Knight,  Mern^ 
Morris,  Prentiss,  Preston,  Rives,  Roaae,  Robbias, 
Ruggles,  Southard,  Strange,  Swifl,  Wall,  Wil^ 
liams  of  Maine,  and  Wright — 33. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN,  af\er  a  few  remarkss  ofTered 
an  amendment  to  limit  the  operations  of  the  bill 
more  strictly  to  actual  settlers,  by  providing  that 
patents  shall  not  be  issued  for  entries  made  onder 
ii  until  two  years  thereafter,  when  proof  ditll  be 
made  of  the  actual  settlement,  under  soch  reguja. 
lions  as  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  shall  pre- 
scribe; in  default  of  which  the  entry  shall  be  void, 
and  the  land  revert  te  the  United  States. 

This  amendment  was  agreed  to— ayes  31,  noes 
not  counted. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  then  offered  aiecond  amend- 
ment, to  limit  the  quantity  to  be  entered  ooder  the 
provisions  of  this  bill,  by  eadi  actual  aettler,  to  39Q 
acres;  which  amendment  was  also  agreed  to.  After 
which, 

Mr.  B.  offered  another  amendment,  to  limit  the 
operations  under  this  bill  for  five  years  after  its 
passage  and  no  longer,  except  ft>r  the  purpose  of 
granting  patents  to  those  who  have  made  their  en- 
tries, but  have  not  had  fin  opportunity  of  makiog 
their  proof. 

This  amendment  was  also  agreed  to— ayes  9S, 
noes  not  counted. 

Mr.  CLAY  of  Kentucky  then  offered  tvo 
amendments  in  lieu  of  the  whole  bill.  The  first 
of  which  authorizes  the  purchase,  by  actual  eetilen, 
of  such  of  the  public  land  as  have  been  in  the  mar- 
ket for  fifteen  years,  at  the  following  rates,  and  in 
the  following  quantities,  viz:  80  acres  at  50  cents 
per  acre;  160  acres  at  75  cents  per  acre;  andSSO 
acres  at  $1  per  acre.  And  the  second  araendmeBi 
introduces  the  bill  formerly  brought  in  by  Mr.  G. 
and  passed  m  1833,  and  vetoed  by  President  Jack- 
son, to  divide  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  (he  pub-' 
lie  lands  among  the  States. 

Mr.  BENTON  said  that  he  wished  to  mark  this 
as  the  first  step  towards  the  re-estabi Lament  of  the 
old  tariff,  and  he  wished  to  draw  the  atteotion  of 
Senators  to  it.  This  distribution  was  iateoded  to 
commence  in  1840,  when  the  revenue  wodid  be 
reduced  to  its  lowest  point;  and  the  amount  thus  dis- 
tributed will  have  to  be  rais^  by  reviving  the  old 
tariff. 

The  amendment  was  then  ordered  to  be  printed, 

And  the  Senate  adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES, 
Wednesday,  January  9,  1838. 

Mr.  EVANS  asked  that  certain  communicatioBs 
on  the  Speaker's  table  be  presented  to  the  Hoaie; 
to  which  objection  being  noade. 

The  SPEAKER  proceeded  to  call  the  commit- 
ted for  reports;  wherupon, 

Mr.  MORGAN,  from  the  Committee  on  Bsvo- 
lutionary  Pensions,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 
John  Sibrook:  read  twice  and  committed. 

Also  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Mathew  Wiley:  twice 
read  and  committed. 

Mr.  JOHNSON  of  Virginia,  from  the  saise 
committee,  reported  a  bill  granting  a  pension  t» 
Frances  Jones,  the  widow  of  John  Jones,  of  the 
State  of  Virginia  :  committed. 

Mr.  SIBLEY,  from  the  same  committee,  repoiv 
ed  a  bill  granting  a  pension  to  Susannah  HoaglaMk 
committed. 

Mr.  CHILDS,  from  the  same  committee,  report- 
ed a  bill  for  the  relief  of  WillUm  A.  Cudderbafifc 
committed. 

Mr.  C.  also  from  the  same  committee,  madeu 
Unfavorable  report  on  the  petition  of  Allen  Wari- 
well ;  which  was  committed  to  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  FRY,  from  the  same  committee,  r^orted 
bills  of  the  following  titles,  which  were  sevtrallj 
ead  and  committed: 

A  bill  granting  a  pension  to  Hellen  Miller. 

A  bill  granting  a  pension  to  William   Andievs 

A  bill  granting  a  pension  to  Houston  Cornell. 

A  bill  granting  a  pension  y>  Stephen  OIney. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  FRY,  the  Committee  oa  Be 
volutionagr  Pensions  was  disehafged  fron  tb 
further  consideration  of  the  petitions  of  David  Cm 
8on,  Mary  Page,  Fradarick  Wilheid,  aad  Maxtti 
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Greeii,  the  latter  of  vhich  was  referred  to  the  Ck)in- 
nifiee  oq  favalid  Pensions. 

Bir.  STTANLY,  from  the  Committee  on  Invalid 
Pnsioos,  made  an  unfavorable  report  on  the  peti- 
tions of  Hogh  McDonald  and  Capt.  James  Dun- 
cao:  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  S.  also,  from  the  same  committee,  re- 
ported a  bill  f»r  the  benefit  of  £.  Staiford:  com- 
nitied. 

Abo,  a  bill  for  the  benefit  of  Wright  Hulbert: 
eommitted. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  MITCHELL,  the  Committee 
itt  bvatid  Pulsions  was  discharged  from  the  far- 
ther eoostderation  of  the  petitioos  of  Jas.  McLaugh- 
lin, William  White,  James  Allen,  Jacob  Cradack, 
8iepheo  Morill,  Richard  Reynolds,  Isaac  W.  Tay- 
lor, Rofgs  Parker,  and  B.  H.  Sbelhoras:  laid  on 
the  table. 

Mr.  TAYLOR,  from  the  Committee  on  Invalid 
Pbnsiou,  reported  a  bill  grantiog  a  pension  to 
Harvey  Reynolds; 

Also,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Dr.  Sylvestus 
Nash; 

Also,  a  bill  granting  a  pension  to  Stephen  Ap- 
pleby; vhich  were  severally  twice  read  and  com- 
mitted. 

Mr.  McCLELLAN  of  New  York,  from  the 
Gofluiittee  on  Invalid  Pensions,  made  an  nnfavo- 
nble  report  on  the  petitions  of  James  Singleton: 
kid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  McC.  also,  from  the  same  committee,  re- 
poned  the  following  bills;  which  were  severalty  read 
and  eommitted,  viz: 

A  bill  granting  a  pension  to  John  Clark; 

A  bill  granting  a  pension  to  William  Swann; 

A  bill  granting  a  pension  to  Gilbert  Spragne 
Fish;  and 

A  biliicranting  a  pension  to  David  Rollins. 

Mr.  HEROD,  from  the  Committee  on  Invalid 
Pensions,  reported  a  bill  granting  arrears  of  pen- 
wns  to  Josiah  Westlake; 

Also,  a  bill  granting  arrears  of  pension  to  Ann 
RosR,  widow  of  Lieutenant  Ross;  which  bills  were 
twice  Md  and  committed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  MERCER,  the  Committee  on 
Roads  and  Canals  were  dischai^ed  from  the 
fnrher  consideration  of  the  memorial  of  certain 
citizens  of  A  ppahichicola,  Florida,  and  the  same 
was  committed  to  the  Committee  on  Manufactares. 

Mr.  ADAMS  presented  to  the  House  certain 
papers  and  lithographs  in  relation  to  the  Smithso- 
nian beqaesi;  which  was,  on  his  motion,  referred  to 
the  select  committee  upon  that  subject,  and  order- 
ed to  be  printed. 

Mr.  DARLINGTON,  from  the  Committee  of 
Claims,  made  an  unfavorable  report  upon  the  pe- 
titicn  of  William  Stouts:  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  GRAY,  from,  the  same  committee,  made 
an  unfavorable  report  upon  the  petition  of  James 
L.  McKenaie. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS,  from  the  same  committee, 
made  an  onfavorable  report  on  the  petition  of 
Mariah  L.  Keoshaw:  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  STOART,  from  the  same  committee,  made 
an  ottCavorable  on  the  petition  of  Wm.  W.  Scott: 
laid  on  tlie  table. 

Mr.  SALTONSTALL,  from  the  same  eommit- 
lee,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Henry  Grady; 
abo,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representa- 
latives  of  John  T.  Adams;  which  bills  were  read, 
and  laid  on  the  table. 

On  Bkotioa  of  Mr.  CUSRMAN,  the  Committee 
of  ibe  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union  was  dis- 
ehaiged  from  the  further  consideration  of  the  bill  to 
extend  the  privileges  of  drawback,  and  abolish  dis- 
tinetsoDS  in  ports  of  entry. 

The  question  being  on  ordering  the  bill  to  be  en- 
grosBed  for  its  thitd  reading, 

Mr.  GRENNELL  wished  to  ask  if  a  bill  of  so 
macb  importance  ought  not  to  be  discussed  in  Com- 
mitlee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  suggested  to  the  gentle- 
maa  from  New  Hampshire  ihe  propriety  of  post- 
poning its  Jurtber  consideration  unni  to-morrow. 

Mr.  CUSHMAN,  with  a  view  of  affording  time 
for  the  examination  of  the  bill,  oonsented  to  its  post- 
poBement  imtjl  to-morrow. 

Mr,  C  from  the  Committee  on  Commerce,  re- 


ported a  bill  authorizing  the  cancelling  of  certain 
<*«'>enthre  bonds:  committed. 

Mr.  HARLAN,  from  the  Committee  on  Private 
Land  Claims,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Ni- 
cholas Phelan,  heir  at  law  of  John  Phelan,  de- 
ceaiced:  committed. 

Mr.  HARLAN  also,  from  the  samie  committee, 
reported  the  following  resolation,  which  was 
agreed  to: 

Ruohedj  That  the  papers  in  the  case  of  the  heirs 
of  Carlos  de  Villemont,  who  claim  a  tract  of  land 
at  Point  Chicot,  be  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Private  Land  Claims,  with  instructions  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  confirming  the 
same. 

Mr.  R.  GABlLAND,  from  the  same  committee, 
made  an  unfavorable  report  on  the  petition  of  T. 
F.  Peterson:  laid  on  the  table. 

The  SPEAKER  laul  before  the  House  a  com- 
munication from  the  Solicitor  of  the  Treasury,  sub- 
mitting documents  in  the  case  of  Gamaliel  E. 
Smith,  referred  to  that  office  by  resolution  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  of  7th  July,  1838. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  EVANS,  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

Also,  a  communication  from  the  Secretary  of 
War,  in  answer  to  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Re- 
presentatives of  31st  December,  showing  the  pro- 
gress made,  sum  expended,  and  the  amount  yet  ap- 
plicable to  the  object,  and  the  causes  which  have 
retarded  the  completion  of  Fort  Livingston,  at 
Grand  Terre,  La.:  laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

Also,  a  communication  from  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  in  compliance  with  a  resolution  of 
the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  31st  ult.  giv- 
ing information  of  the  amount  due  of  the  late  de- 
posite  banks  at  the  time  of  the  suspension  of  spe- 
cie payments,  with  the  sums  now  due,  and  how  re- 
ceived: laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Also,  a  communication  from  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  in  compliance  with  an  act  of  Congress 
enclosing  a  statement  showing  the  names  of  clerks 
employed  in  the  Treasury  Department  in  the  year 
1838:  laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Also,  a  communication  from  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  in  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the 
House  of  the  31st  of  December  last,  showing  the 
cause  why  that  officer  could  not  ascertain  the  de- 
falcation of  the  late  collector  of  New  York:  laid 
on  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  House  then  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  of  Mr.  CAMsaELENo,  referring  the  Presi- 
dent's message  in  relation  to  the  defalcation  of  Mr. 
Swart  wont,  except  so  much  as  r.-lates  to  a  modifi- 
cation of  the  revenue  laws,  to  a  select  committee. 

Mr.  Wise  had  modified  his  amendment  by  ac- 
cepting as  a  modification  the  following  amendment, 
offered  by  Mr.  Garlino  of  Virginia,  some  time  ago: 

Retolvtd,  That  a  select  Committee  be  appointed, 
to  consist  of  nine  members,  to  be  chosen  by  ballot, 
whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  inquire  into  the  causes 
and  extent  of  the  late  defalcations  of  the  custom- 
house at  New  York  and  other  places,  the  length  of 
time  they  have  existed,  the  correctness  of  the  ne- 
tums  which  have  been  made  by  the  collector,  and 
naval  and  other  officers,  and  the  deposiie  banks, 
respectively;  and  all  such  acts  connected  with  such 
defalcations  as  may  be  deemed  material  to  deve- 
lope  their  true  character. 

And  b€  U  funher  re$olved^  That  said  committee 
be  required  to  inquire  into  and  make  report  of  any 
defalcations  among  the  collectors,  receivers  and  dis- 
bnrsejs  of  the  public  money  which  may  now  exist; 
who  are  the  defaulters;  the  amount  of  defaloation; 
the  length  of  time  they  have  existed,  and  the  causes 
which  led  to  them;  and  that  said  committee  have 
power  to  send  for  persons  and  papers. 

Mr.  CAMBRXLBNohad  accepted  this  amendment 
as  a  modification  of  his  motion,  except  the  words 
**by  ballot,**  and  modified  it  accordingly. 

Mr.  Garland  bad  then  moved  to  amend  the 
motion  as  mod  fied,  by  inserting  after  the  words 
"to  be  appointed,'*  the  words  **by  ballot" 

After  some  remarks  from  Messrs.  BOND  aRd 
TAYLOR, 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  moved  the  previous  ques- 
tion;  but  on  being  reminded  that  it  would  have  th^ 


effect  of  cutting  off  the  amendment,  at  the  sugges- 
tion of  several  members,  be  withdrew  it. 

Mr.  THOMAS  then  look  the  floor,  and  at  the 
conclusion  of  his  remarks,  moved  further  to  amend 
the  resolution,  by  striking  out  by '* ballot,*' and  in- 
serting **  viva  voce." 

Messrs.  MENEFEE  and  ROBERTSON  con- 
tinued the  debiite  until  a  late  hour;  when 

Mr.  LEGARE  having  obtained  the  floor,  moved 
an  adjournment. 

Mr.  MAY  demanded  the  yeas  and  najrs,  but 
subsequently  withdrew  it. 

Mr.  RICE  GARLAND  renewed  the  motion  for 
the  yeas  and  nays;  but  the  House  refused  to  order 
— yeasSW,  nays  161- 

The  House  then  adjourned. 

IN  SENATE, 
Thursday,  January  10,  1839. 

The  PRESIDENT  presented  a  communication 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in  compliance 
with  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  1 2th  ult.  re- 
lating to  the  number  of  superficial  acres  in  the 
States  of  Alabama  and  Mississippi,  embraced  m 
the  treaty  of  Dancing  Rabbit  creek;  which  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  WALKER  presented  the  petition  of  the 
Mississippi  City  Company,  requesting:  a  grant  of 
public  land  to  aid  them  in  the  construction  of  a 
railroad  from  Paulding  to  Mississippi  City;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  MORRIS  presented  the  petition  of  a  number 
of  citizens  of  Brown  county,  Ohio,  praying  the  re- 
peal of  all  laws  of  Congress  in  i^y  way  favoring 
slavery  or  the  slave  trade,  in  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia. 

The  motion  of  reception  was,  after  some  remarks 
by  Mr.  MORRIS, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CLAY  of  Alabama,  laid  on 
the  table. 

Mr.  ROANE  presented  the  memorial  of  officers 
of  the  line  of  the  army,  praying  equalization  of 
compensation  with  officers  of  the  staff;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

Mr.  LYON  presented  the  memorial  of  the  Le- 
gislative Council  of  the  Territory  of  Wisconsin, 
praying  confirmation  of  title  to  land  upon  which  the 
to^n  of  Milwaukie  stands;  which  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims,  and  or- 
dered to  be  printed. 

Mr.  HUBBARD  submitted  the  following  reso- 
lution: 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Commerce  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  con- 
structing and  improving  as  many  artificial  harbors 
Ulpon  Lake  Michigan,  as  will  render  more  safe  the 
commerce  and  navigation  of  that  lake,  and  affoid 
greater  security  and  protection  to  human  life.      * 

This  resolution,  after  some  remarks  by  Messrs. 
KING,  HUBBARD,  CALHOUN,  NORVELL, 
DAVIS,  and  LYON,  was  adopted. 

Mr.  KING  presented  a  communication  from  the 
Governor  of  the  State  of  Alabama,  enclosing  reso- 
lutions of  the  Legislature  of  that  State,  relative  to 
claims  for  spoliations  committed  on  citizens  of 
Alabama  by  the  Creeks  in  1836  ;  which  wa^  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs,  and  or- 
dered to  be  printed. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  KING, 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Military  Af- 
fairs be  i  nsiructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  making  compensation  to  Lieut.  S.  B.  Thornton, 
for  losses  sustained  by  him  by  the  destruction  of 
tbe  steamboat  Pulaski. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  K.  the  papers  in  relation  to 
the  above  were  also  referred  to  the  same  com- 
mittee. 

Mr.  MERRICK  presented  the  petition  of  Daniel 
Hyatt  for  seven  years'  half  pay;  which  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

Mr.  BENTON  presented  the  p«>tition  of  James 
H.  Kennedy  and  Benjamin  0.  Fallon,  f«r  losses 
sustained  by  Indians  on  the  Upper  Mississippi; 
whicl^was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Indian 
Affairs. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  presented  the  petition  of 
Simon  Brewster,  a  soldier  of  the  Revolutionary 
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army,  for  an  iacrease  of  pension  for  reasons  iherein 
set  forth;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Pensions. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  presented  the  petition  of  Wil- 
liam E.  Chase;  which  was  referred  to  the  Commit- 
mittefl  on  Military  Afiair!«. 

On  moiion  of  Mr.  RUGGLES,  a  paper  from 
Thomas  J.  Smith  was  ordered  to  be  printed  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

Mr.  RUGGLES  presented  a  letter  from  Presi- 
dent Morse  relating  to  his  magnetic  telegraph; 
which  was  referred  to  ihe  Committee  on  Commerce. 

Mr:  HQBBARD,  from  the  Committee  on  Claims, 
to  which  had  been  referred  the  claim  of  Gad  Hum- 
phreys for  losses  in  Florida,  reported  a  bill  for  bis 
relief;  which  was  read  and  ordered  to  a  second 
reading;  and,  on  motion  of  Mr.  H.  the  accompany- 
ing report  was  ordered  to  be  printed,  and  the  bill 
made  the  special  order  for  Wednesday  next. 

Mr.  ROBINSON,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Post  Office  and  Post  Roads,  to  which  the  subject 
had  been  referred,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 
William  B.  Ferguson  and  sureties;  which  was  read 
and  ordered  lo  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  R.  from  the  sairc  committee,  lo  which  was 
referred  the  petition  of  the  heirs  of  Thomas  W. 
Becket,  a.'^ked  to  be  discharged  from  the  further 
consideration  of  the  subject;  which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  LYON,  from  the  Committee  on  Private 
Land  Claims,  lo  which  had  been  referred  the  peti- 
tions of  Francis  Lavanture,  Ebenezer  Childs,  and 
Linus  Thompson,  reported  a  bill  for  their  relief; 
which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  a  second  reading, 
and  the  accompanying  report  ordered  lo  be  printed. 

Mr.  FULTON,  from  the  Commitiee  on  the  Pub- 
lic Lands,  to  which  had  been  referred  the  bill  for 
the  relief  of  Henry  Wilson,  confirming  purchases 
of  certain  lands  in  Arkansas,  reported  the  same 
without  amendment. 

Mr.  PRESTON  presented  the  petition  of  Benja- 
min F.  Hard,  a^klng  compensation  for  losses  sus- 
tained by  a  mail  coniraci;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  PRESTON, 

Ordered,  That  the  petition  and  papers  of  Wm. 
Seaton,  on  ihe  files  of  the  Senate,  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims. 

Mr.  MORRIS,  from  the  Committee  on  Pensions, 
to  which  had  b«en  referred  the  petition  of  Samuel 
Crapin,  reported  a  bill  for  his  relief;  which  was 
read,  and  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  M.  also,  from  the  same  committee,  made 
uii favorable  reports  on  the  peiirions  of  Rufus  R. 
Lane  and  others,  citizens  of  White  county,  Illinois, 
in  relation  to  Simon  Hail  and  John  Niel,  and  ask- 
ed to  be  discharged  from  the  further  consideration 
thereof;  which  wa*  agreed  to. 

Mr.  LUMPKIN,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Post  Office  and  Post  Roads,  to  which  had  been  re- 
ferred the  memorials  of  the  Taunton  Branch  Rail- 
road Company,  and  of  Jesss  Smith,  made  an  un- 
favorable report  thereon,  and  asked  to  be  discharg- 
ed from  their  further  consideration;  which  was 
agreed  to,  and  the  reports  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  TIPTON,  from  the  Committee  on  Roads 
anl  Canals,  to  which  was  referred  the  bill  to  grant 
to  the  States  and  incorporated  companies  engaged 
in  the  construction  of  roads  or  canals,  the  right  of 
way  through  the  public  lands  of  the  United  States, 
reported  the  same  without  amendment. 

Mr.  ROBBINS  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion, which,  after  some  remarks  by  Mr.  R.  and 
Mr.  PRESTON,  was  agreed  to: 

Resolved^  That  a  committee  be  appointed,  con- 
sisting of  five  members  of  the  Senate,  jointly  with 
such  committee  as  may  be  appbinted  by  the  House 
of  Representatives,  to  consider  the  expediency  of 
providing  an  institution  of  learning,  to  be  establish- 
ed in  the  city  of  Washington,  for  the  application  of 
the  legacy  bequeathed  by  Mr.  James  Smithson,  of 
the  city  of  London,  to  the  United  Slates,  in  trust  for 
that  purpose;  also,  to  consider  the  expediency  of  a 
charter  for  such  institution;  together  with  the 
powers  and  privileges  which,  in  their  opinion,  tho 
said  charter  ought  to  confer;  also,  to  consider  the 
expediency  of  ways  and  means  to  be  provided  by 
Congress  other  than  said  legacy,  but  in  addition 
thereto,  and  in  aid  of  said  benevolent  intention, 
and  to  report  by  bill  or  bills  in  the  premises. 


Mr.  CLAY  of  Kentucky  sabmitted  the  following 
resolqtion,  which  was  considered  and  agreed  to: 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be 
directed  to  report  to  the  Senate  the  net  proceeits  of 
the  public  lands  which  each  State  would  have  re- 
ceived up*to  and  including  the  first  of  Januar}', 
1839,  under  the  bill  entitled  '*An  act  to  appropriate 
for  a  limited  time  the  proceed.^  of  the  sales  of  the 
pablic  lands  of  the  United  States,  and  for  granting 
land  to  certain  States,**  which  passed  both  Houses 
of  Congress,  if  it  had  received  the  approbation  of 
the  President. 

Mr.  CLAY  of  Alabama  submitted  the  following 
motion,  which. was  considered  and  agreed  to: 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  so 
amending  the  existing  laws  as  to  equalize  the 
amount  of  labor  to  be  performed,  and  the  amount 
of  compensation  to  be  received  by  the  several 
judges  of  the  Supreme  Court. 

Mr.  WHITE  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tions, which  were  considered  and  agreed  to: 

Resolved,  Thai  the  Secretary  of  War  be,  and  he 
hereby  is,  required  to  report  to  the  Senate  the 
whole  amount  of  the  expenses  incurred  by  the  Uni- 
ted States  in  nej;:oiiating  aud  concluding  the  treaty 
with  the  Cherokee  Indians,  dated  20th  December, 
1835,  lo  whom  the  several  sums  expended  were 
paid,  the  sum  paid  lo  each,  and  for  what  particular 
services. 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be,  and  he 
is  hereby,  required  to  report  to  the  Senate  whether 
the  commission  created  under  the  treatv  between 
the  United  States  and  the  Cherokee  Indians,  dated 
29th  day  of  December,  1835,  for  the  adjudication 
of  claims  has  been  terminated;  and  if  not,  by  what 
authority  the  said  commission  has  been  continued 
since  the  23d  day  of  May  last:  and,  further,  what 
has  been  the  expense  of  said  commission,  to  whom 
the  sums  expended  have  been  paid,  and  the  tarns 
paid  to  each  individual. 

Mr.  WHITE  said,  with  the  permission  of  the 
Senate,  he  would  offer  a  (ew  remarks  on  a  subject 
which  concerned  him  personally.  When  he  ar- 
rived here  some  days  since,  he  found  that  he  had 
been  appointed  on  two  of  th«  standing  committees 
of  the  Senate,  but  as  the  state  of  his  health  was 
such  as  to  prevent  him  from  paying  that  attention 
to  the  subjects  brought  before  them  which  the  Se- 
nate and  his  colleagues  on  the  committees  had  a 
right  to  expect,  his  object  in  rising  was  to  ask 
that  he  might  be  .excused  from  serving  on  them. 

After  some  remarks  from  Mr.  KING  and  Mr. 
TIPTON,  in  which  the  services  of  Mr.  WHITE 
were  appropriately  noticed,  and  wishes  expressed 
that  he  would  change  his  determination, 

Mr.  WHITE  returned  thanks  to  the  gentlemen 
for  their  kindness  in  noticing  hi^  efforts;  bat  per- 
severing in  bis  wish,  the  Senate  acceded  thereto.    - 

On  motion  of  Mr.  KING,  by  unanimous  con- 
sent, it  was 

Resohed,  That  tha  Hon.  John  Tipton  be  ap- 
pointed chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Indian 
Affairs,  and  that  the  President  of  the  Senate  ap- 
point a  mMiber  to  fill  the  vacancy  in  said  com- 
mittee. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  NORVELL,  the  Pivsident  of 
the  Senale  waa  also  directed  to  fill  the  vaeaney  in 
the  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims,  occa- 
sioned by  the  resignation  of  the  Hon.  Hugh  L. 
White. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  HUBBARD,  and  by  unani- 
mous consent,  the  resolution  offered  by  Mr.  Rivsa 
some  days  since  was  taken  up,  and  agreed  to. 

GRADUATION  BILL. 

The  Senate  resamed  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to 
provide  for  the  reduction  and  graduation  of  the 
price  of  the  public  lands.  The  question  being  on 
the  amendment  submitted  yesterday  by  Mr.  Clay 
of  Kentucky,  to  limit  the  reduciiog  to  lands  only 
that  have  been  in  the  market  fifteen  years,  and  to 
the  quantites  of  80,  160,  and  320  acres,  according 
to  the  rate  of  reduction,  and  further,  to  distribuieTthe 
proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  public  lands  after  1840 
among  the  several  States  of  the  Union, 

Mr.  CLAY  addressed  ib«  Senate  in  favor  of  his 
amendment,  after  which 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  acldressed  the  Senate  in  oppor 


aition  to  the  amendments,  and  in  favor  of  the  bill 
as  at  present  amended;  after  which 

The  question  was  taken  on  Mr.  Clay's  amend- 
ments, and  they  were  rejected^yeas  13,  nays  29, 
as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Bayard,  Clay  of  Kentucky, 
Crittenden,  Davis,  Knight,  McKean,  Merrick, 
Prentiss,  Bobbins,  Smith  of  Indiana,  Sootbard, 
Swift,  and  Tipton— 13. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Brown,  Bu- 
chanan, Calhoun,  Clay  of  Alabama,  Poster,  Pul- 
ton,  Hubbard,  King,  Linn,  Lumpkin,  Lyon,  Moa- 
ton,  Nicholas,  Niles,  Norvell,  Preston,  Rlv«, 
Roane,  Robinson,  Strange,  Walker,  Wall,  White, 
Williams  of  Maine,  Williams  of  Miss.  Wrig&t, 
and  Young— 29. 

Mr.  BENTON  then  submitted  the  fifty  cent 
clause  of  Mr.  Clay's  amendment — to  permit  actual 
settlers  to  enter  lands  that  have  been  in  the  market 
fifteen  years,  at  fifty  cents  per  acre,  the  quantity 
being  limited  to  eighty  acres  for  each  actual  settler. 

This  amendment  was  agreed  to — yeas  24,  nays 
19,  as  follows: 

YEAS — Mesfsrs.  Messrs.  AUfli,  Bayard,  Bcntoi, 
Clay  of  AlaJbama,  Clay  of  Kentucky,  Crittcntlen, 
Foster,  Pu!ion,  King,  Linn,  Lumpkin,  Lyon,  Mc- 
Kean, Merrick,  Mouton,  Nicholas,  Norvell,  Ro- 
binson, Smiih  of  Indiana,  Tipton,  Walker,  White, 
Williams  ef  Mbsissippi,  and  Young — 94. 

'NAYS— Messrs.  Brown,  Buchanan,  Calhoun, 
Davis,  Hubbard,  Knight,  Niles,  Prentiss,  Preston, 
Rives,  Roane,  Robbins,  RuiEr?les,Sonthard,  Strange, 
Swift,  Wall,  Williams  of  Me.  and  Wright— ! 9. 

On  motion  of  Mr  CLAY  of  Alabama, 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  printed  as  at  pre- 
sent amended,  and 

The  Senate  adjourned. 

HOUSE  OP  ftEPRESENTATIVES, 
Thursday,  Jan.  10,  1838. 

The  SPEAKER  having  proceeded  to  call  the 
committees  for  reports, 

Mr.  HUBLEY,  from  the  Comoaittee  on  the  P(«t 
Ofiice  and  Post  Roads  imported  a  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Peter  Moore  and  Co.  and  others;  which  was 
twice  read,  and  committed. 

Mr.  R.  GARLAND,  from  the  Committee  on  Pri- 
vate Land  Claims,  reported  a  bill  lor  the  relief  of 
Rozaline  Proudhomme;  which  was  twice  read,  and 
committed. 

Mr.  R.  GARLAND,  also,  from  the  same  com- 
mittee, made  unfavorable  reports  upon  the  peti- 
tions of  Henry  M.  Plenry  and  Alexander  L.  IWv 
lien;  which  were  severally  laid  on  the  table,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  HOWARD  the  Committee  of 
Foreign  Affairs  was  discharged  from  the  further 
consideration  of  the  petition  of  John  Cowper. 

Mr.  MORGAN,  from  the  Committee  oa  Revo- 
lutionary Pensions,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Dennis  Tramell;  which  was  twice  read,  and  com- 
mitted. 

Mr.  SIBLEY,  from  the  same  committee,  repott- 
ed a  bill  granting  a  pension  to  David  Mdleo; 
which  was  twice  road,  and  committed. 

Mr.  PLUMER,  from  the  Committee  on  Invalid 
PenaioiM,  reported  a  biU  for  the  relief  of  Levi  M. 
Roberts. 

Also,  a  bill  for  the .  relief  of  Ben/amin  Wesley; 
which  hills  were  severally  twice  read  and  com- 
mitted. 

The  House  then  rcsnroed  the  nn/inished  busi- 
ness of  the  morning  hour,  being  the  modified  reso- 
lution of  Mn  WisB  to  print  90,000  extra  copifS 
of  documents  No.  397,  and  No.  13,  pelattng  to  tba 
defalcation  of  public  officers. 

The  qaestioa  pending  was  the  motion  of  Mr. 
LooMis,  to  amend,  by  striking  out  No.  S297,  aid 
leaving  only  No.  13,  relating  to  the  defalcation  of 
Samael  Swartwoat,  late  collector  of  the  poit  of 
New  York. 

Mr.  OR  AYES  moved  a  call  of  the  Hoase. 

On  that  nkotion  Mr.  MENEFEE  demanded  the 
yeas  and  nays;  which  being  ordered,  were— jreas 
88,  nays  95.    So  the  call  was  not  ordered. 

The  question  then  being  on  agreeing  with  the 
amendment, 

Mr.  BRONSON  demanded  the  yeas  andnajf; 
which  were  ordered,  and  resulted  as  follows: 
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TEAS— Metsis.  ADderaoa,  Andrews,  AtheitoB, 
Btaks,  Beacty,  Beers,  Beirne,  Bickneil,  Birdsall, 
Boob,  Brouon,  Bochanan,  Cambreleog,  Cleve- 
hmi,  Coles,  Conner,  Craig,  Crary,  Cushman,  Da- 
we,  DeOffajflr,Dn>iDgoole,  Farringtoo,  I.  Fletcher, 
Foster,  Frj,  Gallup,  Orant,  Gray,  Griffin,  Huley, 
HanmoiHl,  Hamer,  Harrison,  Hawkins,  Hay  net, 
Hitey,  Holt,  Howard,  Habley,  Ingbam,  Thomas 
B.  JMhBon,  Joseph  Johnson,  Nathaniel  Jones, 
Jft'iB  W.  Jones,  Keim,  Kemble,  Leadbetier, 
Loomis,  James  M.  Mason,  Martin,  McKay, 
Hobert  McClellan,  Abraham  MoClellan,  McCiare, 
Miller,  Montgomery,  Mo6rt,  Moigan,  Samael  W. 
Monis,  Noble,  Owens,  Parker,  Farmenter,  Parns, 
Tkyuet^  Pbelps,  Plamer,  Potter,  Pratt,  John  H. 
Prentiss,  Reily,  Rhett,  Hires,  Sheffer,  Charles 
ahspard,  Sheplor,  Bpeneer,  Swearingen,  Toucey, 
IVnras,  Vail,  Yandenreer,  Webster,  Weeks,  Jared 
W.  Williams,  Worthington,  and  Yell-~69. 

NATS — ^Messrs.  Adams,  Alexander,  Heman 
Alien,  John  W.  Allen,  Belt,  Bond,  Borden,  Briggs, 
WUiinB  B.  Calhoun,  WiUiam  B.  Campbell, 
Onqr,  Chambers,  Cheatham,  Chikls,  Clark,  Coffin, 
Corwis,  Cnnston,  Crockett,  Cnrtis,  Cnshing,  Dar- 
fiagmiy  Dawson,  Davies,  Debeiry,  Dunn,  Ed- 
wards, Rvans,  Krerett,  Ewiug,  Richard  Fletcher, 
FiOiBore,  Riee  Garland,  Goode,  James  Graham, 
William  Ghaham,  Grantland,  Graves,  Grennell, 
H^hlead,  Harlan,  Harper,  Hastings,  Hawes, 
Henry,  Herod,  Hofiinaii,  Hopkins,  Robert  M.  T. 
Hunter,  Jahez  Jackson,  Jenifer,  William  Cost 
Jcbammy  Kennedy,  Legare,  Ltnoolo,  Lyon,  Mal- 
bij.  Mar/in,  Samson  Mason,  Maury,  May,  Max- 
well, McKennan,  Menefee,  Mercer,  Mitchell, 
Mathian  Moiris,  Calvary  Morris,  Nsylor,  Noyes, 
0|^  Pkaree,  Peck,  Pickens,  Pope,  Potts,  Patnam, 
Bariden,  Randolph,  Reed,  Rencher,  Ridgway,  John 
Bobeitson,  Edward  Robinson,  Romsey,  Russell, 
Bogeant,  Angostine  H.  Shepperd,  Shields,  Sibley, 
BMe,  Smith,  Snyder,  Stanly,  Stuart,  Stone,  Ta- 
fiaferro,  Thompson,  Tillinghast,  Titus,  Toland, 
Underwood,  Albert  S.  White,  John  White,  Lewis 
WiOisiBBy  Shenod  Williams,  Joseph  L.  Williams, 
Ghrisumher  H.  Williams,  Wise,  Word,  and 
Toike-^119. 
So  the  amendment  was  rejected. 
Tkt  further  consideration  of  the  subject  being  cut 
off  by  the  expiration  of  the  morning  hour, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  INGHAM  the  House  went 
into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union,  on  a  bill  for  extending  and  improving  the 
navy  yard  at  Brooklyn,  and  for  constructing  a  dry 
dock  at  the  same. 

Mr.  PAYNTER  moved  to  amend  by  adding 
"$100,000  for  the  construction  of  a  dry  dock  at 
PlBladelphia." 

On  this  amendment  a  long  debate  ensued,  in 
which  Messrs.  PAYNTER,  PICKENS,  NAY- 
LOR,  MALLORY,  THOMPSON,  CAMBRE- 
LENG,  REED,  PARMENTER,  HOFFMAN, 
SERGEANT,  and  others  participated. 

Mr.  THOMPSON  moved  further  to  amend,  by 
striking  out  all  aAer  the  enacting  clause,  and  in- 
seniag  "  |100,000  for  the  construction  of  a  dry 
dock  at  Pensacola,  Florida." 

Tlw  debate  was  then  continued  by  Messrs. 
HOFFMAN,  ELMORE,  SHEPPARD,  PICK- 
KENS,  PCTRIKIN,  STANLY,  and  THOMP- 
SON; when 

Bir.  EVANS  having  obtained  the  ioor,  moved 
that  the  eommittee  rise. 

The  eommittee  then  rose  and  reported  progress, 
and  asked  leave  to  sit  again. 

Tim  SPEAKER  laid  before  the  House  a  com- 
mnueaiion  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in 
•OHipliaiice  with  the  lOih  section  of  the  deposite  act, 
accompanied  by  a  statement,  showing  the  condition 
«f  tlie  Citizens  Bank  of  Louisiana,  which  had 
leen  selected  a  depository  of  the  Government:  laid 
SB  the  table  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

AhsD,  the  following  message,  in  writing,  from  the 
Pki^ideBt  of  the  lulled  States: 


To  the  Hmm  if  Reprueni0ti9es: 

I  communicate  to  the  House  of  Representatives, 
in  compliance  with  its  resolution  of  the  3d  instant, 
reports  nrom  the  Secretary  ol  State  and  War,  con- 
aining  all  the  information  called  for  by  said  reso- 
tttion  now  in  possession  of  the  Executive. 

M.  VAN  BUREN. 

Wasuington,  Jan.  10, 1839. 

[The  resolttUon  called  for  information  in  relation 
to  an  invasion  of  the  Southwestern  frontier  by  an 
armed  foree  from  Texas.] 

On  moLion,|the  House  adjourned. 

IN  SENATE, 
FaiOAT,  January  11, 1839. 

Mr.  SEVIER  of  Arkansas  appeared  in  his  place 
in  the  Senate  this  morning. 

The  PRESIDENT  presented  a  communication 
in  compliance  with  the  10th  section  of  the  deposiie 
act  of  1836,  in  relation  to  the  selectien  of  a  depo- 
site bank;  which  was  laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

Mr.  LUMPKIN  presented  a  joint  resolution  of 
the  General  Assembly  of  the  Stale  of  Georgia, 
directing  their  representation  in  Congress  to  use 
their  efforts  to  effect  the  establishment  of  certain 
post  routes;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads. 

Mr.  L.  also  presented  a  joint  resolution  from  the 
same  source,,  requesi'mg  their  representation  to  pro- 
cure the  passage  of  a  law  for  compensation  for 
horses  lost  by  the  volunteers  of  Gteneral  Nelson's 
brigade  in  the  Florida  waj^  which  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Military  AflTiirs. 

Mr.  L.  also  presented  a  joint  resolution  from  the 
same  source,  requesting  their  representation  to  pro- 
cure the  passage  of  a  law  for  compensating  citizens 
of  Georgia  for  losses  occasioned  by  the  illegal  de- 
struction of  their  property  by  troops  of  the  United 
Slates;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Claims. 

Mr.  NORVELL  presented  a  certificate  of  eleven 
sailing  masters  on  Lake  Erie,  as  to  the  facility  of 
access  to  the  harbor  of  Brest;  which  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

Mr.  STRANGE  presented  the  petition  of  Hazard 
Knowles;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Patents  and  the  Patent  Office. 

Mr.  DAVIS  presented  a  report  made  to  the  To- 
pographical Bureau  in  1834,  of  a  survey  of  the 
harbor  of  New buryport;  which,  on  his  motion,  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

Mr.  HUBBARD  presented  certain  documents; 
which  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce. 

Mr.  SEVIER  presented  two  memorials  from 
settlers  on  public  lands  in  the  State  of  Arkansas; 
which  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands. 

Mr.  TIPTON,  from  the  Committee  on  Claims, 
to  which  was  referred  the  petition  of  the  executrix 
of  William  D.  Cheever,  asked  to  be  discharged 
from  the  further  consideration  thereof;  which  was 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  STRANGE,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary,  to  which  was  referred  the  bill  for  the  re- 
lief of  Daniel  Goodwin,  reported  the  same  with- 
out amendment,  with  a  recommendation  that  the 
bill  do  not  pass. 

Mr.  FOSTER  gave  notice  that  to-morrow  he 
would  ask  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Andrew  J.  Johnson  and  Samuel  Love. 

The  report  from  the  Committee  on  Pensions 
adverse  to  the  petition  of  the  widow  of  Col.  Alex- 
ander Thompson,  was  considered  and  adopted. 

The  report  from  the  Committee  on  Claims  ad- 
verse to  the  petition  of  Joseph  W.  Paige,  was 
considered  and  adopted. 

The  joint  resolution  introduced  yesterday  by  Mr. 
RoBBiNS,  relative  to  the  Smithsonian  Institute,  was 
considered  and  adopted. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  ROBBINS,  the  appointment 
of  the  committee  on- the  part  of  die  Senate  was  de- 
volved on  the  PassiVBNT. 


Mr.  YOUNG,  on  leave,  and  in  pursuance  of  no- 
tice given,  introduced  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Sam'l 
Feiguson;  which  was  read  twice,  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Claims. 

Mr.  Y.  also  on  leave,  and  in  pursuance  of  no- 
tice given,  introduced  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  James 
Dotton;  which  was  read  twice,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Public  Land5. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  5undry  citizens  of  Ar- 
kansas, who  lost  their  improvements  in  conse- 
q.ience  of  a  treaty  between  the  United  States  and 
Choctaw  Indians,  being  taken  up  for  consideration, 
and  Mr.  Moaais  having  made  some  objections  to 
its  passage- 
Mr.  FULTON  said:  The  till  under  considera- 
tion passed  the  Sienate  at  the  last  session,  and  has 
repeatedly  failed  for  want  of  time  to  be  acted  on  in 
one  House  of  Congress  or  the  other.  The  justice 
of  the  measure  is  so  manifest,  that  no  one  who  un- 
derstands it  could  find,  he  thought,  any  sufficient 
ground  for  opposition  to  it.  The  circumstaoces 
under  which  the  citizens  who  lost  their  improve- 
ments in  the  country  ceded  to  the  Choctaw  tribe  of 
Indians  ask  relief  of  the  United  States  Government, 
are  these:  The  Territory  of  Arkansas,  as  it  was 
originally  organized,  extended  forty  miles  west  of 
the  present  western  boundary  of  the  State  of  Ar- 
kansas. During  the  existence  of  the  Territorial 
Government,  this  strip  of  country — a  portion  of  it 
possessing  great  fertility,  and  being  in  a  healthful 
part  of  the  country— belonged  exclusively  to  the 
United  States;  but  the  jurisdiction  over  it  having 
been  surrendered  by  the  creation  of  the  Territorial 
Government,  was  organized  inlo  counties,  and  set- 
tled upon  by  an  industrious  and  enterprising  popn- 
lation,  who  made  valuable  improvements,  and 
opened  up  fine  settlements  in  that  remote  and  wild 
region;  so  much  so,  that  when  these  forty  miles 
of  territory,  extending  along  the  whole  western 
border  of  our  State — at  that  time.  Territory  of 
Arkansas — were  ceded  to  the  Choctaws  and  Che* 
rokees,  some  of  the  most  flourishiiig  settlements  in 
the  counties  included  in  those  limits  were  broken 
up.  0«r  citizens  were  forced  to  abandon  their 
homes,  and  to  leave  behind  them  valuable  tracts  of 
cleared  land  fit  for  cultivation,  with  comfortable 
dwellings,  good  fences,  and  all  the  conveniences  re- 
quisite for  farming  purposes,  and  which  were  given 
up  to  the  enjoyment  of  the  Indians,  who  were  re- 
moving into  the  country.  The  Indians  who  got 
the  benefit  of  the  labor  and  enterprise  of  those 
frontier  settlers  and  meritorious  citizens,  had  sur- 
rendered to  the  United  States,  in  exchange  for  those 
improvements,  a  valuable  country  in  the  State.<« 
east  of  the  Mississippi;  and,  consequently,  the  Uni- 
ted States  received  a  valuable  consideration  for 
those  improvements,  and  are,  therefore,  justly  in- 
debted to  those  settlers  for  the  losses  and  sacrifices 
they  were  compelled  to  make  in  givinj  np  their 
homes,  and  removing  from  the  country  they  had 
setded  in,  as  a  part  of  the  Territory  of  Aikansas. 
Those  settlers  who  lost  their  improvements  by 
virtue  of  the  Cherokee  treaty,  were  remunerated  by 
a  grant  of  three  hundred  and  twenty  acres  to  each 
settler,  made  to  them  by  Congress  many  years  ago. 
At  the  time  of  the  ratification  of  the  Cherokee 
treaty,  his  colleague  (who  was  then  the  delegate 
from  the  Territory)  considered  it  so  great  a  griev- 
ance, that  he  remonstrated  against  it  in  the  most 
decided  and  spirited  manner;  and  by  way  of  com- 
pensating thesuflrerers,and  to  induce  the  inliabitanL^ 
to  abandon  their  settlements,  Congress  passed  the 
act  graating  them  three  hundred  and  twenty  acres, 
as  he  had  already  mentioned. 

The  settlers  who  are  sought  to  be  provided  for 
by  the  present  bill,  had  previously  abandoned  their 
improvement,  under  a  treaty  made  with  the  Choc- 
taws, for  that  part  of  the  same  strip  of  forty  miles, 
(then  a  part  of  the  Territory,)  and  which,  by  a 
treaty  made  in  1834,  was  ceded  to  that  tribe  of  In- 
dians. These  soflerers  were  not  provided  for  by 
the  bill  granting  lands  to  the  sofferers  under  the 
Cherokee  treaty;  and  althougH  their  claim  was  cer- 
tainly equally  just  and  meritarious,  yet  owing  tg 
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the  procrasUoatioA  of  lef islaU<m  in  Congress,  a 
bill  for  their  relief  haancircr  yet  passed  both  Houses 
of  CoDgress. 

Tba  Gomouttee  on  Public  Laads,  at  the  last,  as 
also  at  this  session,  were  not  willing  to  report  a  bill 
for  giving  more  than  a  quarter  section  of  land  to 
each  of  those  sufferers;  althongh  those  who  had 
been  previously  provided  for  had  received  double 
that  quantity.  As,  however,  even  this  small  rc- 
maneraiion  is  better  than  a  total  denial  of  justice 
and  right,  he  was  willing  to  accept  this  grant, 
rather  than  submit  to  a  longer  delay. 

He  said  that  he  felt  satisfied,  taking  into  view 
all  the  circumstances  of  (he  case,  and  considering 
the  pref  ions  action  of  Congress  in  a  similar  in- 
stance, that  no  fair  objection  could  be  urged  to  the 
passage  of  this  bill;  and  he  therefore  hoped  that 
the  Senate  would  give  the  same  decided  vote  in  fa- 
vor of  thi^  bill  which  it  had  given  at  the  last  session 
of  Congress  in  favor  of  a  similar  bill. 

The  bill  for  amending  an  act  entitled  "An  act 
for  establishing  a  criminal  court  in  the  District  of 
C«lumbia/*  was  informally  passed  over. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  James  H.  Clark  was 
takeiv  up,  and  after  a  discussion,  in  which  Messrs. 
WILLIAMS  or  Me.  and  SOUTHARD  advocated 
the  pa.vtage  of  the  bill,  and  Messrs.  KINO  and 
CALHOUN  opposed  it,  it  was  laid  on  the  table, 
for  the  purpose  of  taking  up  the 

SPECIAL  ORDER. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill 
to  provide  for  the  reduction  and  graduation  of  the 
price  of  the  public  lands,  and  the  bill  was  reported, 
as  amended,  to  the  Senate;  when,  the  question  on 
concnrring  with  the  amendments  made  in  commit- 
tee coming  up,  the  first  amendment  was  concurred 
in — ^yeas  — ,  nays  — . 

After  some  remarks  from  Messrs.  BUCHANAN, 
CLIIY  of  Alabama,  BENTON,  MORRIS,  NILES, 
PRESTON,  RIVES,  and  WALKER,  the  question 
was  taken  on  concurring  in  the  amendment  allow- 
ing the  entry  by  actual  settlers  of  lands  that  have  been 
fifteen  years  in  the  market  at  fifty  cents  per  acre; 
which  amendment  was  rejected — yeas  31,  nays  23. 

Mr.  RIVES  then  moved  to  postpone  the  bill  in- 
definitely, when 

^  Mr.  MORRIS,  after  some  remarks,  moved  an 
adjournment,  but  withdrew  it  at  the  request  of  Mr. 
Wall,  to  enable  him  to  make  a  report;  when 

Mr.  WALL,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Judi- 
ciary, to  which  was  referred  the  bill  to  reoiganize 
the  district  courts  of  the  United  States,  in  the  Slate 
of  Alabama,  reported  the  same  without  amendment. 

The  PRESIDENT  pre&ented  a  communication 
from  the  President  of  the  United  States,  in  compli- 
ance with  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  yesterday, 
relative  to  the  agency  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  in 
negotlatiag  the  sale  of  (he  bonds  of  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States;  which  was  laid  on  the  table,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  MORRIS'S 
motion  to  adjourn,  and. decided  in  the  affirmative- 
yeas  25,  nays  32,  as  follows: 

YEAS — ^Messrs.  Bayard,  Brown,  Calhoun,  Clay 
of  Kentucky,  Crittenden,  Davis,  Foster,  Knight, 
Lampkin,  McKean,  Merrick,  Morris,  Prentiss, 
Preston,  Rives,  Roane,  Robbins,  Ruggles,  Smith  of 
Indiana*  Southard,  Strange,  Swift,  Wall,  White, 
and  Williams  of  Maine — 25. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Buchanan,  Clay 
of  Alabama,  Fulton,  Hubbard,  King,  Linn,  Lyon, 
Mouion,  Nicholas,  Njles,  Norvell,  Pierce,  Robin- 
son, Sevier,  Smith  of  Connecticut,  Tipton,  Walker, 
Williams  cf  Mississippi,  Wright,  and  Young — 23. 

The  Senate  then  adjourned  over  until  Monday 
next. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES, 
Friday,  Jannaiy  11, 1839. 

The  SPEAKER  haying  proceeded  to  call  the 
committees  for  reports — 

Mr.  CAMPBELL  of  Tennessee,  from  the  Com- 
mittee of  Claims,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Chauncey  Calhoun;  which  was  twice  read,  and 
committed. 

Mr.  W4LL1AMS,  from  the  Committee  of 
Claims,  made  an  unfavorable  rqmrt  on  the  peti- 
tion of  C.  H.  Beaiil  and  J.  Qray;  which  was  laid 
ptttheiaMe. 


Mr.  CHAMBERS,  from  the  ss^mc  committee, 
made  unfavorable  reports  onthenetitionsof  Easu^o 
and  wife,  representatives  of  Captain  Robert  p. 
RichardsoD,  and  the  petitiea  of  A.  B.  Wills:  seve- 
raUy  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  CHAMBERS,  also  from  the  same  commit- 
tee, reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Tacle  Savage, 
administrator  of  Boltitia  Laws,  deceased;  which 
was  twice  read,  and  committed. 

Mr.  aiDDINOS,  from  the  same  committee,  re- 
potted the  following  resolution,  which  was  read, 
and  agreed  to: 

Resolved f  That  the  Committee  of  Claims  be  di»' 
charged  from  the  further  consideration  of  the  peti- 
tion of  George  B.  D.  Peysters,  and  that  the  peti- 
tioner have  leave  to  withdraw  the  papers. 

Mr.  OIDDINGS,  also  from  the  same  commit- 
tee, made  an  unfavorable  report  upon  the  memo- 
rial of  David  R.  Denham,  sod  other  citizens  of  the 
Territory  ot  Florida:  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table, 
and  be  printed. 

Mr.  WORTHINGTON,  from  the  Committee  on 
Commerce,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  John 
McCoIgan;  which  was  twice  read  and  committed. 

Mr.  CASEY,  firom  the  Committee  on  Private 
Land  Claims,  reported  the  following  bills;  which 
were  twice  read  and  committed,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed,  viz: 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  W.  B.  Lindsay; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Philip  Catner; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Isaac  Miller;  and 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Peter  Samuel  Jaccaid. 

Mr.  TALIAFERRO,  from  the  Committee  on 
Revolutionary  Claims,  reported  the  following  bills; 
which  were  twice  read,  and  committed,  viz: 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  John  D.  Tre- 
ville;  and 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Richard  Shubrick. 

Mr.  HARLAN,  from  the  Committee  on  Revo- 
lutionary Claims,  made  unfavorable  reports  on  the 
petition  of  Robert  Carey,  of  New  York,  and  the 
petition  of  William  Brown:  severally  laid  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  H.  also,  from  the  same  committee,  reported 
a  joint  resolution  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  at  law 
of  Capt.  Frederick  M.  Bell,  deceased;  which  was 
twice  read,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed. 

Mr.  GARLAND,  from  the  Committee  on  Pri- 
vate Land  Claims,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Thomas  M.  Bnrland;  which  was  twice  read,  and 
committed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  PARKER,  the  Committee  on 
Indian  Affairs  was  discharged  from  the  further 
consideration  of  the  petition  of  Richard  BraUnin. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BELL,  a  certain  communica- 
tion from  the  Department  of  War,  in  relation  u>  the 
appoiotmeot  of  an  agent  to  the  Osages,  was  com- 
mitted to  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs. 

Mr.  BRONSON,  from  the  Committee  on  Terri- 
tories, reported  a  bill  to  define  and  establish  tVte 
eastern  boundary  line  of  the  Territory  of  Iowa; 
which  was  twice  read,  and  committed. 

Mr.  JONES,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Terri- 
tories, reported  a  bill  making  apffropriations  to 
purchase  a  library  for  the  use  of  thtf  Legislative 
Council  and  Court  of  Appeals  of  the  Territory  of 
Iowa;  which  was  twice  read,  and  committed. 

Mr.  MORGAN,  from  the  Committee  on  Revo- 
lutionary Pensions,  made  an  unfavorable  report  on 
the  petition  of  Esther  CnWtr:  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  CRAIG  asked  the  favor  of  the  Honse  to 
submit  a  resolution.  He  could  not  excuse  himself 
without  showing  some  attention  to  the  subject. 

The  resolution  was  read  as  follows: 

Raohedf  That  the  l.^t  Tuesday  in  February  ne^t 
be  set  apart  for  the  consideration  of  House  bill  No. 
546,  entitled  a  bill  granting  an  additional  quantity 
of  land  for  the  location  of  Revolutionary  bounty 
land  warrants.  The  said  bill  to  take  precedence  of 
all  other  business  of  that  day. 

Objection  was  made  to  its  reception. 

The  House  then  resumed  the  consideration  of 
tbe  unfinished  business  of  the  morning  hour,  be- 
ing the  resolution  of  Mr.  Wise  for  the  printing  of 
20,000  extra  copies  each,  of  documents  No.  297 
and  No.  13,  relating  to  the  defalcations  of  public 
offioenL 

Mr.  WHITTLESEY  of  Connecticut  was  con- 
yinced  that  5,000  extra  copies  would  be  amply 


sufficient  for  distribution  among  members  of  tbe 
House,  and  for  the  use  of  the  public  prt^s;  as,  if 
20,000  were  ordered,  they  would  not  be  safficieot 
for  a  general  distribution.  He  therefore  moved  to 
amend  the  resolution  by  striking  out  ''20»000,*^  and 
inserting  "5,000." 

Mr.  MITCHELL  thought  sufficient  time  had 
I  already  been  wasted  on  the  subject.    He  woold, 

therefore,  move  the  pluvious  question. 
I       The  call  for  the  previous  question  being  second- 
!  ed,  it  was  ordered — yeas  71,  nays  65— thereby  enl- 
I   ting  off  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Whittlvsev. 
;       The  question  then  recurring    on  ordering  the 
main  question, 

Mr.  PETRIKIN  moved  to  lay  the  whole  sub- 
ject en  the  table. 

On  that  motion  Mr.  WISE  demanded  tbe  yeas 
and  nays,  but  subsequently  withdrew  it. 

Mr.  PETRIKIN  inquired  if  it  would  be  in  or- 
der to  move  a  divi^on  of  the  question? 

The  SPEAKER  said  it  would. 

Mr.  PETRIK[N  then  demanded  a  division;  and 
the  yeas  and  nays  having  been  ordered. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  GRIFFIN,  the  question  was 
taken  on  the  first  branch  of  the  resolotiou,  in  the 
following  words: 

Re$ohed,  That  the  20,000  copies  extra  of  docn- 
ments  997,  of  the  second  session  of  the  twenty-fifth 
Congress,  and  a  like  number  extra  of  doeomest 
No.  13,  of  the  present  session,  the  former  reUting 
to  the  public  defaulters,  the  latter  to  the  defateatim 
of  Samuel  Swartwout,  be  printed  for  the  use  of  this 
House. 

This  branch  of  the  resolution  was  agreed  to  by 
yeas  100,  nays  82 — as  follows: 

YEAS— Me«ra.  Adams,  Alexander,  John  VV.  Alteo,  Ml, 
Biddla,  Bond,  Borden,  Bouldin,  Br'iKgB,  William  B.  Ctlboao, 
Camhreleng,  William  B.  Campbell.  Carter,  Casey,  Chaei- 
ben,  Cheatham,  Childa.  Clark,  Clowney,  Coffio,  Curvtn, 
Crabb.Crarwton,  CrockeU.  Curtia,  Cuehing,  Dart ingtoiw  Daw- 
sou,  Beberry,  Dunn,  Edwaids,  Evarui,  Ev^re^  Einn^ 
Fillmore,  James  Garland,  Rice  Oarland,  Oiddings,  Ckiode, 
William  Graham,  GranUand,  Graves,  GreniwII,  Hall,  Harlan, 
Harriaon,  Harper,  liasUnca.  Hawes«  Henry,  Herod,  Jabn 
J.icic8on,  Je  lirer,  Henry  Johnson,  Kennedy,  Lewis,  Lincoln, 
Mallory,  Marvin,  James  M.  Mason,  i^imson   Mamn,  Maitin, 


Mud 


iry.  May, 
;hflil.  Ma 


aihias  Morrici,  Calvary    Morris,   Ni 


ivitiinirjt   aiuiTiii,    .laiiiiTs   tn.   inum.ni,  kt^siiipuii     f*xa;«m,  auuun, 

Maury,  May,  Maxwell,  McKennan,  Menefee,  Mercer,  MiUlgBn, 

"     *  ^-   -' "  ■       r    Morris,   Najlor,    Soju, 

ntisR,  Putnam,  Rarid«n.  fun- 

John  Rol>ert«oo,    Edwanl 

istine  H.Shepperd,  Shielk, 

Sianty,  Stuart,  Sume,  Ti> 

liaferro,    Thompson,    TillineTiaat,  Tuland,  Albert  3.   WUta, 

•  Wil  •  -  -      


Ogle,  Fearce,  foits,  Pratt,  S.  8  Prentiss,  Putnam,  Rarid«n.  Ran- 
dolph,  Reed,  Rennher,  Ridgway,   John  Rol>ert«oo,    Edwanl 


^Ip 

Abi 


Robinson,  Rumsey,  Russell,  Augustine  H.Bhepperd, 


Sibley,  Smith,  Snyder,  Snuihi 


leate, 


Lewis  Williams   Sherrod  Williams,    Joseph  L.    AVyuams, 
Chrietopher  H.  Williams,  Wiae,  Word,  and  Yorke— 100. 

NAYS—Meeers.  Anderson,  Andrews,  Atherum,  Banka  Bsct- 
ty.  Beers,  Beime,  Bicknell,  Birdsall,  Boon,  Bronson,  Bodn- 
nan,  Chaney,  Chapman,  Cleveland,  Coles,  Craig,  Cmy, 
Cushman,  Davee,  DaGtaff,  Promgoole,  Duncan,  Farringmi, 


Isaac   Fletcher,  Frv,  Gallup,  Gray,  Griffin,  Ralej,  Haiwr, 
I,  Hopkins,  Howard,  Hubley, 

Jackson,   Joseph    Johnon, 


fcley,  1 
llolieit 


Rolieit  M.  T. 


HawkitM,  iiaynes,  Hopkins,  Howard,  Hublr 
Hunter,  Ingham,  Thomas  B.  Jackson.  iwov^H"  ■»»<••«»••« 
Nathaniel  Jones.  John  W.  Jones,  Keim,  Klingensmith,  Lead- 
better,  Loomis,  McKay,  Robert  McClellan,  Abraham  McClel- 
Ian,  Miller,  Montgomery,  Moo^f^  Morgan,  Notda,  Otiemi 
Palmer,  Parker,  Parmenter,  Parris,  Pkvnter,  Petrlkin,  Pbejna^ 
Plumer,  John  II.  Prenusa,  Rhett,  Rives,  Sawyer,  flbffltr, 
Charles  Shepard,  Sheplor,  Spencer,  Sweariogen,  ThoBMi^ 
Titus,  Toucey,  Tumey,  Vail,  Weeks,  Whittlesey,  Jaied  W. 
Williams,  Worthington,  and  Yelt-a2. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  second 
branch,  as  follows: 

Retotvidy  That  ihe  SecKtary  of  the  Treasury  ^^ 
port  to  this  House — 

1 .  What  defalcations,  by  receivers  and  collectors, 
or  other  depositories  of  tbe  public  moneys,  hare  ta- 
ken place  since  the  1st  of  October,  1837.  The 
names  of  the  defaulters,  and  when  and  where  it 
took  plac^,  and  what  amount. 

2.  What  amount  has  been  paid,  or  what  bafaneei 
appearing  doe  from  defaulters  in  the  report  of  te 
17th  of  January  last,  have  been  aijasted  aod  re* 
duced;  and  that  he  be  required  to  report  to  this 
House  all  the  correspondence  touching  dcfalcatioas 
of  receivers  and  collectors  of  the  public  money 
since  the  Department  furnished  document  No.  297. 

The  qaestion  on  this  branch  was  decided  in  tbe 
affirmative — ^yeas  185,  nays  7. 

SPECIAL  ORDER. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  INGHAM,  the  House  ihea 
went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  ol 
the  Union,  Mr.  BANKS  in  the  chair,  and  resumed 
the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  improvement  o 
the  navy  yard  at  Brooklyn,  and  the  construction  o 
a  dry  dock  at  the  same,  with  the  amenomeDt^  pend 
ing  thereto. 

Mr.  EVANS  being  entitled  to  the  floor,  spoke  a 
some  length,  priacipally  in  reply  to  the  remarka  o 
Messrs.  Thompson  and  Elmorc,  of  yesterday. 


OONORBSSIONAL  GLOBE. 


3ii) 


Messrs.  LEGARE,  TILLINQHAST,  THOMP- 
SON, JENIFER,  aod  KEIM  coDtioiied  the  debate; 
when 

The  qnestioQ  was  taken  on  xhfi  amendment  to 
the  amendmeot  ofTered  by  Mr.  Thompson,  propos- 
iag  to  appropriate  |1 00,000  for  the  erection  of  a 
diy  dock  at  Penaacola;  and  decided  in  :be  nega- 
liTe. 

The  question  recurred  on  the  amendment  pro- 
posed by  Mr.  pAYMTaB,  to  appropriate  $100,000  for 
the  establishment  of  a  dry  dock  at  Philadelphia; 
whiehwas  decided  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  PETRI  KIN  moved  to  strike  out  the  eoaet- 
isg  dause  of  the  bill:  decided  in  the  negative. 

The  committee  then  proceeded  (o  the  consideration 
of  the  following  bills: 

573.  A  bill  to  regulate  the  pay  and  emoluments 
of  pursers  of  the  navy. 

573.  A  bill  to  alter  and  regalate  the  navy  ration. 

570.  A  bill  to  auihoriae  the  purchase  of  two  ves- 
sels to  be  employed  as  receiving  vessels  in  the  na- 
val senrioe. 

571.  A  bill  for  reducing,  under  one  head  of  ap- 
propriatioD,  various  appropriations  for  building, 
lebuikhng,  parchating,  and  repairing  vessels  of 
war,  and  for  providing  materials  for  the  same. 

525.  A  bill  for  the  payment  of  certain  pensions 
heretofore  paid  out  of  the  privateer  pension  fund. 

526.  A  bill  to  reorganize  the  marine  corps. 
The  committee,  after  spending  some  time  in  the 

discussion  of  these  various  bills,  rose  and  reported 
to  the  Honse,  without  amendment,  bills  No.  525, 
570,  and  571;  and  572  and  573  with  amendment; 
and  that  upon  bill  526  they  had  come  to  no  deci- 
sion. 

The  SPEAKER  then  laid  belore  the  House  a  let- 
ter from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  in  compliance 
with  the  act  of  Congress  of  the  20lh  of  September, 
1818,  showing  the  names  of  the  clerks  employed 
during  the  year  1838  in  that  Department. 

Also,  a  letter  from  the  Commissioner  of  the  Ge- 
neral lAnd  Office,  in  answer  to  a  resolution  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  of  the  31si  ult.  calling 
for  the  qoantirf  of  lands  belonging  to  the  Greneral 
Govemnaent  in  that  part  of  the  Ekiwardsville  and 
Kaskaskia  district  in  Illinois,  which  comprises  the 
American  Bottom,  and  the  number  of  years  the 
said  land  has  been  subject  to  entry. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CASEY,  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Also,  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasu- 
ry, ia  eompUance  with  an  act  of  Congress,  trans- 
mitiii^  a  statement  showing  the  payments  made 
according  to  law,  by  the  Treasury,  during  the  year 
1838.  Also,  a  statement  of  the  same  Department 
showini;  the  expenditure  and  receipts  of  the  Marine 
Hospital  Fond  for  the  relief  of  sick  and  disabled 
seamen:  laid  on  the  table. 

On  motion. 

The  Hon«  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OP  REPRESENTATIVES, 
Saturoay,  January  12, 1839. 

Mr.  CUSHMAN,  fVom  the  Committee  on  Com- 
mrtce,  reported  a  bill  to  grant  a  register  to  Simon 
M^eghatty. 

Mr.  C.  said  he  wished  to  call  the  attention  of 
the  Hoose  to  this  bill.  The  individual  for  whose 
benefit  it  is,  purchased  a  foreign  vessel,  nponovhich 
it  is  his  design  to  put  repairs,  after  which  it  is  his 
iateniion  to  call  upon  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
to  JSBoe  to  him  a  register.  It  being  a  foreign  bot- 
tom, will  require  the  passage  of  an  act  for  that  par- 
pose.  He  hoped  the  House  would  agree  to  have 
the  bill  disposed  of. 

Mr  CAMBRELENG  inquired  if  the  individual 
complied  with  the  law,  by  expending  three-fourths 
of  (iie  original  cost. 

Mr.  CUSHMAN  said  that  ihe  Secretary  would 
not  be  authorized  until  the  owner  has  expended  up- 
on it  ibree-fouiths  of  the  original  cost. 

The  bill  was  then  twice  read,  and  ordered  to  be 
eni^TOsaed  for  a  third  readiirg. 

Mr.  MASON,  from  the  Committee  on  Com- 
Bierce,  made  an  unfavorable  report  upon  the  peti- 
lion  of  Francis  Watkids:  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  M.  from  the  same  committee,  made  an  un- 
favorable report  on  the  petitions  of  Caleb  Williams 
axHt  Stephen  W.  Hunt:  laid  on  the  table. 


On  motion  of  Mr.  McKAY,  the  Committee  on 
Military  Affairs  was  discharged  from  the  further 
consideration  of  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  the 
31st  December,  in  relation  to  the  repeal  of  the  pun- 
ishment by  lashes  and  stripes  in  the  army  and 
marine  corps. 

Mr.  LINCOLN,  frem  the  Committee  on  the 
Pablic  Buildings  and  Grounds,  reported  a  bill  to 
provide  for  the  erection  of  a  fire  proof  building  (or 
the  use  of  the  General  Post  Office  Department. 

Mr.  ADAMS  suggested  to  his  colleague  that  he 
would,  as  chairman  of  the  committee  upon  that 
subject,  move  to^  take  up  the  joint  resolution,  pro- 
posing to  pay  the  workmen  engaged  upon  the 
public  buildings.  He  said  they  were  suffering 
deep  distress  in  consequence  of  withholding  their 
pay;  and  unless  it  be  taken  up  out  of  its  order  upon 
the  calendar,  by  the  consent  of  the  House,  it  would 
not  receive  the  action  of  the  House  this  session. 
The  claim  is  of  such  a  nature  that  those  persons 
concerned  could  recover  it  in  a  court  of  law.  They 
are  hard  working  mechanics,  and  who  are,  no 
doubt,  necessitated  for  the  amount  withheld  from 
them. 

Mr.  LINCOLN  suggested  to  Mr.  A.  to  delay 
the  motion  until  the  reports  of  committees  h&d 
been  gone  through  with.  To  which  suggestion 
Mr.  A.  acceded 

Mr.  CLOWNEY,  from  Ihe  Committee  on  the 
Expenditures  in  the  Department  of  War,  made  a 
report,  accompanied  by  the  following  resolution: 

Rntdvtd,  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be  directed 
to  require  from  Samuel  Lewis  the  repayment  of 
the  sum  of  800  dollars,  improperly  allowed  to  him 
for  the  services  of  his  son  Edward,  (a  minor.)  as 
clerk  in  the  Pension  Bureau,  from  July,  18 18,  to  July, 
1819,  together  with  interest,  from  the  day  he  re- 
ceived the  same;  and  upon  the  refusal  or  negl  *ct  of 
the  said  Samuel  Lewis  to  refund  the  said  sum  of 
money  wiih  interest,  that  ihe  Attorney  General  of 
the  United  States  be,  and  is  hereby  instructed,  forth- 
with, to  institute  proper  legal  proceedings  for  the  re- 
covery or  the  same. 

Mr.  CHAMBERS  moved  that  the  resolution 
lay  on  the  t%ble,  and  be  printed. 

Mr.  WISE  hoped,  as  this  was  the  first  report 
made  from  that  committee  since  he  had  been  a 
member  of  this  House,  it  would  receive  the  action 
of  the  House  immediately. 

Mr.  CHAMBERS  said  he  had  not  heard  the  re- 
solution read,  and  must  persist  in  his  motion;  but 
the  House, 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  CLOWNEY,  made  it  the 
order  of  the  day  for  Saturday  week  next. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CHAMBERS,  the  following 
Senate  bills  on  the  Speaker's  table,  were  taken  up, 
read  a  first  and  second  time,  and  referred: 

An  act  to  relinquish  the  State  of  Mississippi 
the  ten  per  cent,  fund,  arising  from  the  sale  of  the 
public  lands. 

An  act  further  to  regulate  the  transportation  of 
the  mail  upon  railroads. 

An  act  making  appropriation  for  the  support  of 
ihe  penitentiary,  in  the  District  of  Colombia;  to- 
gether with  several  private  hills. 

Also,  a  joint  resolution  of  the  Senate,  asking  the 
concurrence  of  the  House,  and  the  appointment 
of  a  committee  on  its  part  to  act  with  a  committee 
of  the  Senate,  to  consider  the  best  means  of  carry- 
ing into  effect  the  objects  of  the  Smithsonian  be- 
quest. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  GARLAND,  the  resolution 
wasconcurred  in,  and  the  Speaker  authorized  to  ap- 
point a  committee  consisting  of  nine,  on  the  part  of 
the  House. 

Mr.  W.  COST  JOHNSON,  from  the  Select  Com- 
mittee, appointed  last  session,  and  authorized  to 
continue  during  the  present  session,  on  the  subject 
of  a  national  foundry,  on  leave,  reported  a  bill 
for  that  object.  It  was  read  twice,  committed,  and 
made  the  order  of  the  day  for  to-morrow. 

Mr.  BOULDIN  called  the  attention  of  the 
House  to  an  engrossed  bill,  then  on  the  Speaker's 
table,  relating  to  the  incorporation  of  the  Falmouth 
and  Alexandria  Railroad  company.  He  stated 
that  since  the  bill  had  been  ordered  to  its  third 
reading,  he  had  received  numerous  communica- 
tions on  the  subject  in  opposition  to  the  bill.  On 
that  account,  and  with  a  view  of  considerrog  the 


objection  uiged,  he  moved  a  recommitment  of  the 
bill  to  the  Committee  on  Roads  and  Canals. 

Mr.  PETRIKIN  moved  to  amend  by  recommit 
ting  the  bill  to  the  Committee  for  the  District  of 
Columbia,  with  the  following  instructions: 

To  report  a  bill  with  all  the  reservations,  re- 
strictions, and  provisions,  contained  in  "An  act  to 
authorize  the  extension,  construction,  and  use  of  a  * 
lateral  branch  of  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  railroad 
into  an<t  within  the  District  of  Columbia,*'  approved 
March  S,  1831.  Aod  further,  that  said  cemmittee 
be  instructed  to  mquire  into  the  expediency  of 
further  amending  said  bill,  to  provide  for  the  pay- 
ment, by  said  railroad  company,  to  the  Corporation 
of  the  city  of  Washington,  of  ten  cents,  or  some 
other  sum,  for  each  and  every  passenger  carried 
into  or  from  said  city  of  Washington,  on  said  road; 
and  also  to  make  such  provisions  as  will  prevent  . 
said  railroad  company  from  asking  an  unreasona- 
ble and  exorbitant  price  for  cairying  the  United 
States  mail  on  said  road. 

After  a  desultory  debate,  the  amendment  was 
rejected,  and  the  motion  of  Mr.  Bouldin  agreed  to. 

So  the  bill  was  recommitted. 

Mr.  LINCOLN  asked  leave  to  submit  a  motion 
to  call  up  for  consideration  the  engrossed  joint  reso- 
lution for  the  relief  of  certain  workmen  eraplojffd 
on  the  Treasury  building. 

Mr.  CHAMBERS  objected  to  the  resolution 
having  precedence  of  other  subjects  before  it. 

Mr.  LINCOLN  then  moved  a  su.spension  of  the 
rules  to  enable  him  to  submit  his  motion,  but  sub- 
sequently withdrew  it,  upon  the  understanding  that 
no  objection  wodld  be  made  to  the  resolution  when 
it  should  come  up  in  its  regular  order. 

Mr.  CURTIS  asked  leave  to  submit  a  resolution 
for  the  printing  of  20,000  copies  of  documents  No. 
54  and  69,  communicated  by  th<  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  on  the  subject  of  the  late  defalcation  of 
Samuel  Swartwout,  to  be  printed  with  the  docu- 
ments already  ordered  by  the  House. 

Objection  being  made, 

Mr.  CURTIS  moved  a  suspension  of  the  rules, 
to  enable  him  to  submit  his  resolation. 

On  that  motion  Mr.  SMITH  demanded  the  yeas 
and  nays;  which,  being  ordered,  were — yeas  107, 
nays  77 — not  two-thirds.  So  (he  rules  were  not 
suspended. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  gave  notice  that  on  Tues- 
day next  he  should  ask  the  House  to  consider  some 
of  the  appropriation  bills. 

PRIVATE  ORDER. 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  the  consideration 
of  bills  on  the  private  calendar,  being  engrossed 
bills  and  joint  resolutions,  entitled — 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  representatives  of  Capt. 
Thomas  Triplett. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Smith  and  Town. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Levi  Chadwick;  and 

A  joint  resolution  authorizing  an  examination 
and  payment  of  the  claims  of  die  workmeh  upon 
the  public  buildings. 

A  joint  resolution  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of 
Charles  Brown,  deceased. 

A  joint  resolution  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of 
Capt.  Frederick  M.  Bell. 

A  bill  entitled  an  act  to  authorize  the  issuing  of 
a  register  to  Anthony  0.  Meneghatty,  of  the  brig 
Sarah. 

Which  bills  and  joint  resolutions  were  severally 
read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  consider  the  bills 
on  the  Speaker's  table,  which  had  been  reported 
froni  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  were  on 
their  third  reading. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  representatives  of  Tho- 
mas Glascock. 

The  question  was  on  concurring  v  ^i  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  in  striking  from  this  bill  so 
much  as  proposed  to  give  interest  upon  commuta- 
tion. 

The  amendment  of  the  committee  was  advocated 
by  Mr.  CUSHMAN,  and  opposed  by  Messrs. 
TALIAFERRO,  HAYNES,  UNDERWOOD,  and 
and  CRAIG. 

Said  bill  was  then  read  the  second  time,  and 
ordered  to  be  engrossed.  .    , 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Larkin  Smith  was  next 
taken  up,  and  after  a  debate,  in  which  Messrs, 


Ifo 


CON(S^E^SIONAL  6L0fifi. 


CRAIG  and  H.  HALL  participated  in  opposiUon, 
and  Mr.  TALIAFERRO  in  favor  of  its  engross- 
ment, the  qaestion  was  taken  thereon  by  yeas 
and  nays,  on  ihe  demand  of  Mr.  L.  WILLIAMS, 
»nd  rejected— yeas  64,  nays  79. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Waiiam  Bfadison  was 
next  taken  up. 

A  debate  of  considerable  length  took  place  apon 
this  bill,  in  which  Messrs.  TALIAFERRO  and 
BANKS  advocated,  and  Messrs.  HALL  of  Ver- 
mont, UNDERWOOD,  and  CRAIQ  opposed  its 
passage;  aAer  which. 

The  qaesiion  was  taken,  whether  said  bill  should 
be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading;  and  decided  in 
the  negative.    It  is  consequently  rejected. 

The  SPEAKER  laid  before  the  House  a  com- 
munication from  the  Secretary  of  War,  in  compli- 
ance with  an  act  of  Congress,  transmitting  a  state- 
ment of  the  number  of  cierki  employed  in  that  De- 
partment during  the  year  1838:  laid  on  the  table. 

Also,  a  communication  from  the  same  Depart- 
ment, in  answer  to  a  resolution  of  the  House,  re- 
lating to  the  defalcation  of  General  Gratiot. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  asked  leave,  and  presented 
te^  the  House,  a  letter  from  General  Gratiot,  which 
had  been  addressed  to  him,  giving  his  version  of 
bis  transactions  with  the  Government;  which  let- 
ter, at  the  request  of  Mr.  U.  was  oidered  to  be 
printed,  in  connection  with  the  report  from  the 
secretary  of  War. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WISE, 

The  House  then  adjourned. 

The  following  motion  made  on  Wednesday  last 
by  Mr.  POPE,  was,  by  some  inadvertence,  omitted 
from  that  day's  proceedings,  as  published: 

Mr.  POPE  asked  leave  of  the  Honse  to  submit  a 
motion. 

Objf  clion  being  made, 

Mr.  P.  moved  to  suspend  the  rules  of  the  House, 
to  enable  him  to  move  the  House  to  have  the  bill 
3C9 — to  extend  the  provisions  of  the  pension  act  to 
the  officers,  soldiers,  rangers,  and  spies,  engaged  in 
the  Indian  wars  on  the  Western  waters  prior  to  the 
treaty  of  Greenville,  in  the  year  1795---made  the 
special  order  of  ihe  day  for  Tuesday,  the  19th  inst. 

Mr.  P.  remarked  that  this  subject  had  been  be- 
fore Congress  for  several  years,  and  he  feared  that 
it  would  not  be  reached,  or  acted  on,  during  the 
present  session,  nnle«  the  House  would  consent  to 
fix  some  day  for  its  special  consideration.  The 
class  of  men  for  which  thus  bill  intended  to  provide, 
were  as  brave  and  meritorious,  and  had  as  high 
claims  on  the  liberality  of  this  G<)vernment,  as  any 
other  to  which  the  public  attention  had  been  called. 

Mr.  P.  earnestly  pressed  the  Honse  to  afford  an 
opportunity  to  have  the  merits  of  these  claimanis, 
who  had  contributed  so  much  to  conquer  Western 
world  from  the  Indian  tribes,  Ailly  and  fairly  dis- 
eiused  and  decided. 

IN  SENATE, 
Monday,  January  14, 1839. 

Mr.  CUTHBERT  of  Georgia,  Mr.  WEBSTER 
of  Massachusetts,  and  Mr.  SPENCE  of  Maryland, 
appeared  in  their  places  in  the  Senate  this  morning. 

The  PRESIDENT  presented  a  communicatien 
from  the  Secretary  of  tlie  Treasury,  transmitting  a 
statement  of  the  Register  of  the  Treasury,  showing 
the  payments  made  during  the  year  1838,  not  other- 
wise provided  for,  which  was  laid  upon  the  table, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Also,  a  communication  from  the  Secretary  of 
War,  transmitting  a  statement  of  the  names  and 
oompensadon  of  the  clerks  employed  in  that  De- 
pactment  during  the  year  1838;  which  was  laid  on 
the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Also,  a  communication  from  the  Secretary  of 
War,  transmitting  a  report  from  the  Chief  Engineer 
respectibg  works  of  improvement  in  h&rbors;  which 
was  laid  upon  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Also,  a  communication  from  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy,  transmitting  (he  names  and  compensation  of 
the  clerks  emptoyed  in  that  Department  during  the 
year  1838;  which  was  laid  upon  the  table,  and  or- 
dered to  be  printed* 

Also,  a  communication  from  the  Commi.s^ioner 
of  the  Patent  Office;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
^u|tee  on  Patents  and  the  Patent  Office. 


RESOLUTIONS  OF  THE  LEGISLATURE  OF 
NORTH  CAROLINA. 

Mr.  BROWN  said  he  rose  to  present  to  ihe  Se- 
nate certain  resolutions  which  had  been  adopted 
by  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  North 
Carolina,  at  their  late  !ie.«ion,  expressive  of  their 
views  and  opinions  in  regard  to  some  of  the  ila- 
portant  measures  and  questions  of  public  policy, 
which  have  been,  and  now  are,  pending  before  the 
country.  However  uncourteous  some  of  the  lan- 
guage was  in  reference  to  a  late  act  of  this  body, 
which  it  had  performed  in  the  exercise  of  its  high 
constitutional  powers,  and  profoundly  as  he  regret- 
ted that  expressions  derogating  from  the  respect 
due  to  this  body  were  embraced  in  the  resolutions, 
yet  he  could  not  hesitate,  in  obedience  to  a  proper 
sense  of  respect  to  the  Legislature  of  his  Sute,  to 
offer  them,  in  compliance  with  the  request  contain- 
ed in  one  of  the  resolutions. 

It  was  alike  due  to  himself,  to  his  constituents, 
and  to  the  importance  of  the  occasion  itielf,  to 
fctate  very  explicitly  the  view  he  took  of  the  resolu- 
tions, and  the  course  which  high  considerations  of 
pubRc  duty  required  that  he  should  pursue  in  re- 
gard to  them.  He  felt  the  deep  responsibility  un- 
der which  he  acted,  and  had  given  to  the  subject 
that  anxious  deliberation  which  its  public  impor- 
tance and  the  great  questions  of  public  interest  in- 
volved in  it  demanded. 

In  regard  to  most  of  the  resolutions,  it  would 
readily  be  perceived  that  the  opinions  expressed  in 
them  dlrecdy  conflict  with  the  course  which  he  had 
heretofore  pursued  on  the  measures  of  public  policy 
to  which  they  refer,  and  that  a  principle  is  asserted 
in  one  of  them,  in  regard  to  a  question  of  constitu- 
tional power,  entirely  at  variance  with  his  vote  on 
the  resolution  ordering  the  expunction  of  the  con- 
demnatory resolution  passed  against  President  Jack- 
son, for  removing  the  public  deposiiesfrom  the  late 
Bank  of  the  United  Stales.  In  relation  to  extrava- 
gant expenditure  and  Executive  patronage,  referred 
to  by  two  others  of  the  resolutions,  his  votes  would 
most  abundantly  prove  that  his  whole  course  had 
been,  since  honored  with  a  seat  in  that  body,  to  di- 
minish both  as  far  as  it  was  practicable  for  him  to 
do  so. 

Having  very  briefly  adverted  to  the  political  cha- 
racter of  the  resolutions,  the  next  inquiry  which 
presents  itself  for  consideration  is,  whether  they  are 
to  be  viewed  by  my  honorable  colleague  and  my- 
self as  instruotions,  or  as  the  mere  expressions  of 
the  opinions  of  the  Legislature,  leaving  to  us  a  dis- 
cretionary power  in  exercising  our  judgments  on 
the  subjects  to  which  they  relate.  That  they  are 
not  to  be  considered  as  inslrudiom^  the  proofs,  to 
his  mind,  were  clear  and  irresistible.  They  do  not, 
on  their  face,  profess  to  inaCnict,  but,  on  the  con- 
trary, that  word,  or  any  other  of  mandatory  im- 
port, is  omitted  with  the  most  guarded  caution; 
omitted  no  doubt  not  by  accident,  but  by  de- 
sign. What  could  have  been  the  intention  for 
omitting  it?  The  motive  clearly  was,  not  to 
commit  the  party  passing  these  resolutions 
to  the  dociiine  of  instructions.  Whenever,  said 
Mr.  B.  the  General  Assembly  of  North  Carolina 
has  thought  proper,  on  former  occasions,  to  resort 
to  the  great  Republican  principle  of  instruction,  it 
has  Fpoken  out  in  bold,  frank,  and  unequivocal 
language.  It  has,  by  directly  insM-ucting  the  Sena- 
tors representing  the  State,  taken  the  responsibility 
on  itself  of  the  vote  which  it  commanded  them  to 
give.  A  positive  command,  by  instructions,  from 
the  Legislature  of  a  State  to  its  Senators  to  give  a 
particular  vote,  places  the  vote  under  the  control  of 
the  Legislature,  and  is,  in  effect,  the  vote  of  the 
power  commanding  it;  thereby  taking  from  the 
Senator  all  discretion,  and,  consequently,  relieving 
him  from  all  responsibility  to  the  people  of  the 
State.  The  Legislature,  therefore,  does  not  take 
on  itself  the  responsibility  of  the  Senator's  vote 
unless  it  imtrued  him.  On  the  contrary,  if  it  de- 
clines to  instruct  him,  it  declines  taking  the  respon- 
sibility of  his  vote,  and,  therefore,  has  no  right  to 
expect  him  to  express  their  opinions  when  ihey 
refuse  to  take  on  themselves  the  consequence^  of 
his  vote  to  the  people  of  the  State.  The  Legisla- 
ture of  North  Carolina  has  long  since  established 
the  principle  that  they  had  the  right  to  irutruet, 
and  so  essential  has  the  employment  of  that  word 


been  considered  to  the  efficacy  of  resolutions  of 
instruction,  that  the  Republicans  of  that  Siate 
have  invariably  employed  it  on  all  great  occasions 
when  they  intended  to  command  the  voles  of  their 
Senators. 

Mr.  B.  said  in  referring  to  the  journals  of  the  Se 
nate,  he  perceived  that  the  late  venerable  Mr.  Ma- 
con, then  a  member  of  this  body,  had  presented  re- 
solutions, passed  by  the  Legislature  of  North  Ca- 
rolina at  their  session  of  1816,  instructing  their 
Senators  to  endeavor  to  procure  certain  amend- 
ments to  the  Con^tit'oiion  in  relation  to  the  mode 
of  electing  President  and  Vice  Piesident  of  the 
United  States.  The  Legislature  which  adopted 
them  resolved,  in  one  of  the  resolutions,  "that  our 
Senators  in  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  be 
instruetedf  and  our  Representatives  be  requested^  to 
endeavor  to  obtain  the  said  amendment  to  the  Con- 
.dilution  of  the  United  States.^'  At  the  succeeding 
session  of  the  Legislature  of  North  Carolina  the 
same  resolutions  were  again  adopted,  and  again  aii- 
serted,  in  the  same  language,  the  right  of  instruc- 
tion. That  the  General  Assembly  then  considered 
mandatory  language  as  essential  to  instructions 
is  mo^t  strikingly  obvious,  from  the  marked  dis- 
tinction between  the  terms  employed  by  them  in 
the  resolutions  to  the  Senators  and  the  Representa- 
tives in  Congress.  The  former  arc  expressly  "tn- 
sfrucfcd,'*  the  latter  are  merely  'Ve^ues/etf,"  to  per- 
form their  will.  It  is,  therefore,  perfectly  clear, 
from  the  use  of  the  latter  term  to  the  Representa- 
tives in  Congress,  over  whose  votes  the  Legislature 
never  professed  to  have  any  control,  that  a  mere 
expression  of  opinion,  unaccompanied  by  instruo- 
tions, never  was  viewed  by  them  as  obligatory  on 
those  to  whom  they  were  addressed.  This  great 
right  had  been  repeatedly  since  asserted,  and  exer- 
cised in  the  same  language  of  ccmmand,  to  their 
Senators,  by  successive  Legislatures  of  North  Caro- 
lina, from  the  period  just  referred  to  down  to  its 
session  of  1834,  when  they  rea.«serted  and  exer- 
cised, in  posiiive  and  unequivocal  language,  the 
right  of  instruction,  on  the  question  of  expunging 
from  the  journals  of  the  Senate  of  the  United  States 
the  resolutions  condemnatory  of  President  JackMin. 
The  long  continued  practice,  therefore,  of  the  Le- 
gislature of  that  State,  in  regard  to  instructions, 
shows  very  conclusively,  that  whenever  they  have 
intended  to  take  all  discretion  from  their  Senators 
in  regard  to  any  particular  vote,  that  ihey  have  ex- 
pressly, and  in  plain  language,  instructed. 

Mr.  B.  said,  he  held,  when  re&olutions  directly 
instructing  had  passed  a  legislative  body,  that  it 
was  not  competent  Co  go  beyond  the  instructions 
themselves  to  ascertain  the  meaning  of  the  Legis- 
lature; but  when  iastructions  were  not  given,  on 
the  face  of  the  resolutions,  that  it  was  competent 
to  look  beyond  them  to  arrive  at  the  intentions  of 
those  passing  them.  He  adverted  to  an  amend- 
ment offered  in  both  branches  of  the  Legisla- 
ture, when  the  resolutions  were  before  them,  pro- 
posing to  insert  the  word  "  tnsf}  iid ,''  and  which 
was  rejected  by  the  unanimtnu  voU  of  the  friendt 
of  the  resolutions,  in  both  instances.  This  act, 
in  his  opinion,  was  decisive  of  the  question,  and 
proved  that  those  who  passed  them  did  not  in- 
tend to  commit  themselves,  by  their  acts,  to  the  doc- 
trine of  instruction. 

The  resolutions  did  not  merely  omit  to  instruct, 
but  they  contained,  on  their  face,  expressions  which 
constituted  a  direct  attack  on  that  great  fundamen- 
tal princi])le  of  the  Republican  creed.  They  declare 
that  act  of  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  expung- 
ing from  its  journals  the  condemnatory  resolution 
against  President  Jackson,  to  have  been  <*en  met  qf 
party  servility ^  caletUaUd  to  degrade  the  Senaie."*^ 

Mr.  B.  said,  so  far  as  his  own  vote  had  had  any 
agency  in  carrying  into  effect  that  jaaX  sentence, 
vindicatory  of  the  Consiitnrion  and  the  liberties  of 
the  people,  both  of  which  had  been  wantonly  as- 
sailed in  the  unauthorized  and  unjust  sentence 
against  the  Chief  Magistrate  of  ih^  natfon,  that  he 
had  acted  under  resolutions  passed  by  the  Legisla- 
ture of  his  State  eommanding  it  to  be  done.  Ue  be- 
lieved a  majority  of  the  State  Legislatures  of  the 
Union  had  also  passed  similar  instructions  to  thetr  ' 
Senators.  If,  therefore,  the  doctrine  of  instruction 
be  correct,  what  power  is  there  that  can  rightfully 
arraign  the  motives  of  those  who  have  only  acted 
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ia  obedience  to  it,  and  carried  out'the  will  of  those 
QDder  whose  commaods  tbef  have  pe rformed  the 
act  required  to  be  done?  To  impeach,  therefore, 
the  motives  of  ihose,  ibos  acting  under  instractions, 
is  a  direct  attack  on  the  principle  of  instruction, 
afld,  ia  edect,  a  denial  of  the  right  lo  instruct. 

Bat  in  order  to  have  all  doubt  removed  as  to 
the  intenUon  of  those  who  passed  them,  his  hooo- 
jibie  otilleagae  and  himself  had  addressed  a  re- 
spectful communicaiion  to  the  Lti^islature  of  their 
State,  askinji^  to  be  informed  if  the  resolutions 
vere  to  be  taken  as  instructions.  We  had  public- 
ly declared  that  we  would  obey  or  resign,  if  wr 
ttrndtd.  We  considered,  that  to  have  done  either 
under  resolutions  not  containing  instructions,  was 
WA  required  by  our  pledge,  and  would  have  been 
a  manifest  dereliction  of  public  duty  under  all 
the  ciicnmstances.  We  desired,  then,  proper  ground 
to  stand  on.  If  we  resigned,  we  wished  to  do  so 
ooder  the  great  principle  of  instruction,  and  no 
uader  resolutions  in  which  it  was  not  recognised. 
The  Legislature,  thus  candidly  and  respectfully 
appealed  to,  have  refused,  in  terms  not  very  cour- 
teous, to  isive  any  fctrther  information  as  to  the 
question  of  instruction. 

When  the  issue  was  thus  fairly  presented,  we 
had  a  right  to  expect,  on  every  principle  of  candor, 
an  emphatic  expression  of  opinion  one  way  or  the 
other,  in  regard  to  the  intentiuns  of  thr  Lqiislature 
00  the  question  of  instruciion.  1  f  they  hhd  saserted 
ihrir  intention  to  instinct,  1  was  prepared,  as  is 
known  to  many  of  my  friends,  inNi^iiSv  lo  have 
sorrendered  to  them  the  poblic  trust  vtiLch  i  hoM. 
They,  however,  again  decline  to  ai«ert  the  princi- 
pie  of  initruction,  in  the  resolution  paned  by  them, 
and  thus  afford  clear  and  unquestionable  proof  that 
they  do  not  intend  to  commit  themselves  to  the 
doctrine.  Which  of  the  parties  had  acted  in  good 
faith — those  addressing  the  communication,  and 
bolieiting  an  expression  of  opinion  on  a  plain  ques- 
tJoD,  to  which  an  answer  was  easy,  and  which  they 
deemed  important  to  the  public  liberty,  as  well  as 
u>  the  regulation  of  their  own  conduct — or  those 
who  had  declined  to  answer  it?  He  would  appeal 
to  the  hone^  and  intelligent  judgment  of  his  coosti- 
^uents  to  decide. 

When,  therefore,  he  took  into  view  the  circum- 
stances which  formed  a  pan  of  the  history  of  the 
re£oloiions,  the  guarded  caution  with  which  the 
party  passing  them  avoided  committing  themselves 
on  the  record  to  the  right  of  instruction,  and  the 
open  and  avowed  hosulity  of  some  of  those  voting 
for  the  resolutions  to  the  doctrine  of  instruction,  the 
diftct  stuck  on  that  great  principle  itself,  on  the 
Caoe  of  the  resolutions,  aiid  the  refusal  of  the  Le- 
gisJature,  on  a  candid  appeal  made  to  them,  to  a&% 
sert  the  right— the  most  irresistible  proof  is  af- 
forded, by  positive  acts,  that  iliey  (the  Legislature) 
did  not  intend  to  recognise  the  right  of  iustruction; 
and  if  nut,  on  what  principle  of  honor,  or  by  what 
rif hi,  either  m<  ral  or  political,  can  it  be  expected 
iluu  ihey  will  be  considered  and  acted  on  by  others 
as  iastmctiotts? 

The  resolutions  profess  to  speak  the  will  of  the 
pfople.  If  Ihey  were  instructions,  he  admitted 
ihai  they  would  be  obligatory  in  the  fullest  sense 
of  the  term;  but  they  were  oot,  and  did  not  pro- 
fess to  be,  and  therefore  the  question  as  respects 
poblic  opinion,  as  well  as  every  other  in  relation  to 
ihem,  is  open  to  the  freest  inquiry.  He  did  not, 
himself,  believe  that  they  expressed  public  opinion, 
as  to  many  ol  the  importAot  topics  on  which  they 
aodertake  tr  declare  it.  He  believed  the  people  of 
the  Slate  had  heard  with  utter  surprii«,  that 
the  subject  of  the  expunging  resolutions  had  been 
iotrodaced.  It  was  a  topic  that  had  not  been 
iroogfat  before  them  at  the  elections,  and  therefore 
could  not  have  been  anticipated.  Again,  he  did 
not  believe  they  expressed  public  opinion,  as  no 
qoestitin  had  ever  been  brought  more  directly  and 
unmediately  before  the  people  of  North  Carolina 
than  was  that,  at  the  elections  in  1834,  involving 
the  course  of  President  Jackson  in  regard  lo  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  and  the  justice  of  ex- 
panging  the  sentence  pronounced  against  him  f^om 
the  journals  of  the  Senate. 

The  Legislature,  at  its  session  of  1834»in  obedi- 
ence to  that  public  will,  commanded  their  Senators, 
by  express  iusuuclion?,  to  vote  for  it.    The  peo- 


ple elected  two  successive  tte^i^laiures,  which  rati- 
fied and  re-affirmed,  in  effect,  that  decision,  as  the 
resolutions  remained  unrevoked  by  them.  It 
woald,  therefore,  be  in  derogation  of  the  well 
known  political  consistency  of  the  people  of  North 
Carolina,  to  suppose  that  a  decision  so  well  consi- 
dered, and  so  deliberately  made,  had  been  reversed 
by  them.  No  President  had  ever  been  more  stroog- 
ly  sustained  than  was  President  Jackson,  at  three 
successive  elections,  by  the  people  of  that  State, 
whose  well-earned  fame  the  resolutions  which  the 
Legislature  had  passed  ^aimed  so  strong  a  blow  at. 
He  could  not,  therefore,  admit  that  his  constituents 
had  abandoned  their  long  cherished  political  at- 
tachments, and  were  prepared  to  aid  in  sacrificing 
the  public  character  of  the  honest  soldier  and  pa- 
triot fctatesmau.  He  could  not  consent,  therefore, 
to  record,  by  his  vote,  a  sentence  so  derogatory  to 
the  pe(»ple,  and  to  the  Legislature  of  1834,  to  whose 
favor  he  was  indebted  for  his  re-electisn.  To  re- 
sign, would,  in  his  opinion,  be  a  tacit  admission, 
on  his  part,  that  the  people  had  changed  their 
opinion  on  this  question,  and  an  acquiescence  in 
the  chaiige  of  inconsistency  against  them,  which  it 
involved,  which  he  should  consider  it  a  departure 
from  his  duty  to  do,  unless  acting  under  instruc- 
tions that  left  him  no  other  alternative. 

He  had  declared,  in  his  speech  on  the  Constitu- 
tional Treasury,  and  on  ether  occasions,  that  if  in- 
structed by  his  Legislature,  he  would  obey  or 
resign.  He  had  used  the  word  in  that  sense  which 
conveys  a  meaning  universally  acted  on  and  un- 
derstood by  the  Republican  party  of  this  country, 
and  had  likewise  asserted  it  in  his  speeches,  to  be 
a  duty,  in  tht  steenee  of  instructions,  to  pursue  the 
dictates  of  his  own  judgment.  In  the  ab$tnce  o/iit- 
sCniefums,  therefore,  his  decision  as  to  the  present 
resolutions,  which  did  not  recognise,  in  any  part  of 
them,  that  right,  was  entirely  consistent  with  his 
often  repeated  declarations  on  that  subject. 

The  course  which  his  colleague  and  himself  felt 
bound  to  take,  from  a  high  sense  of  public  duty,  on 
this  occasion,  involved  not  simply  the  question  of 
what  was  due  to  themselves  and  their  own  princi- 
ples— not  simply  a  question  o(  mere  party  ascen- 
dancy, but  it  involved  questions  of  far  more  Iran* 
scendant  importance.  It  involved  a  great  princi- 
ple of  popular  liberty.  If  they  resigned  their  seats, 
they  indirectly  aided  in  attacking  the  great  funda- 
mental right  of  instruction,  which  the  resolutions, 
on  their  face,  not  only  attacked,  as  he  had  already 
shown,  but,  by  their  unquestionable  tendency, 
went  to  overthrow.  They  in  effect,  as  be 
had  ahown,  contained  a* denial  of  that  doctrine. 
For  US,  therefore,  to  acquiesce  in  them,  by  obedi- 
ence or  resignation,  weuld  aid  in  subverting  a  princi- 
ple long  consecrated  in  the  Republican  creed.  If 
they  suffered  themselves,  by  indirection,  to  be  driven 
from  the  post  which  the  public  had  assigned  them, 
he  could  not  permit  himself  to  doubt  that  the  very 
party  that  had  passed  the  resolutions,  would  point  to 
them  to  prove  that  their  polUical  friends  had  never 
admitted  the  doctrine  of  instruction.  We  should 
thus  be  accessory  to  the  establishment  of  the  doc- 
trine that  the  people,  through  their  Legislature, 
had  no  right  to  instrucu  We  should  thus  contri- 
bute to  establish  the  doctrine  that  Senators  of  the 
Federal  party,  if  hereafter  elected  from  the  State, 
would  be  licensed  to  disobey  instructions,  and 
should  be  irresponsible  to  the  people,  as  they 
would  no  doubt  quote  the»e  very  retoiutiom  to  prove 
that  Instructions  were  no  part  oUheir  political  creed. 
It  wou  Id,  therefore,  (repeated  Mr.  R )  be,  in  effiect,  an 
attack  on  the  doctrine  of  instruction ,  if  we  acquiesced 
in  them  either  by  obedience  or  resignation,  and 
would  be  a  surrender  of  a  great  question  of  public 
liberty.  Thus  we  should  be  placing  in  the  hands 
of  a  political  party,  aliieady  denying  the  right  of 
instruction,  and  asserting  other  dangerous  doc* 
trines  in  regard  to  popular  rights,  an  immense  en- 
gine to  beat  down  those  rights.  It  was  placing  in 
their  hands  an  instrument  which  would  serve  as  a 
sword  to  use  against  their  political  adversaries,  and 
would  at  the  same  tifpe  be  used  as  a  shield  to  akel* 
ter  and  protect  themaetneM^  when  in  power,  from  in- 
structions. He,  therefore,  should  consider  the 
abaLdonment  of  his  p  st,  under  such  circum- 
stances, as  an  abandonment  of  his  duly  to  the  peo- 
ple whom  he  reprea^nted,  and  fa  betraying  a  want 


of  firmness  to  meet  the  crisis.  He  could  not  re- 
spect himself  if  he  were  to  do  it,  and  he  sincerely 
trusted  that  his  high  minded  and  intelligent  con« 
stitoents  would  appreciate  his  motives  and  the  de- 
licacy of  his  situation.  He  had  been  sustained  by 
them  with  a  firmness  and  fixedness  of  purpose,  for 
a  period  of  more  than  nine  years,  through  many 
trying  and  difficult  events  in  public  affairs,  that 
impressed  him  with  an  indelible  sense  of  gratitude. 
He  had  never  sought  office  nor  desired  it  for  him* 
sell;  nor  had  any  of  those  connected  with  him 
ever,  through  his  means,  enjoyed  office  under  this 
or  the  past  Administration .  He  therefore  appealed  to 
his  constituents  to  decide  how  far  the  charge  of 
*itMrty  aeroiiily"  applied  to  him,  or  to  his  poblio 
course.  In  order  to  remove  all  doubts  as  to  tha 
motives  which  actuated  him,  and  to  show  that  ha 
desired  his  public  course  should  be  tested  by  the 
popular  will  of  his  State,  at  the  first  Sute  elections 
which  intervened,  he  had  come  to  the  determina- 
tion to  resign  his  seat  in  the  Senate  of  the  United 
States  to  the  next  Legislature  of  his  State,  when 
they  should  assemble,  for  the  residue  of  hii  term 
then  remaining. 

Mr.  B.  said  that  he  felt  deeply,  and  to  its  full  ex* 
tent,  the  great  responsibility  of  his  present  situation. 
But  at  a  great  crisis  in  our  public  aff*airs,  when  tha 
very  existence  of  free  government  was  at  stake, 
when  an  evident  effort  was  making  to  strip  the  peo- 
ple of  their  political  sovereignty,  and,  in  effect,  ta 
transfer  it  to  the  banking  corporations  of  the  eoun^ 
try,  he  should  dare  to  do  his  duty.  To  falter  imdcr 
siic^  circumstances,  and  in  such  a  crisis,  and  to 
shrink  from  a  just  responsibility  from  a  fear  of 
consequence^  would,  while  it  betrayed  an  uiba- 
coming  timidity,  be  treachery  to  those  who  had 
committed  to  him  their  dearest  rights  and  interests. 
His  course,  therefore,  was  taken,  and  it  was  for 
his  constituents  to  decide  on  it;  and  to  that  dedsion 
he  was  prepared  to  yield  with  entire  deference. 

Mr.  STRANGE  said:  it  is  with  great  reiactanee, 
Mr.  President,  that  I  occupy  the  public  time  and 
attention  of  the  Senate,  upon  matters  which  seem 
property  to  rest  between  our  constituents  and  my 
colleague  and  myself.  Two  considerations,  how- 
ever, prompt  me  to  occupy  a  portion  of  both.  The 
one  is,  the  established  practice,  so  far  as  I  am  able 
to  judge,  prevailing  in  this  body,  on  like  occasions; 
and  the  other,  its  being,  in  my  judgment,  the  most 
convenient  and  respectful  mode  of  throwing  imme- 
diately before  our  constituents  our  purposes,  with 
a  short  statement  of  the  reasons  which  govern  us. 
I  find  myself  in  one  of  the  most  responsible  posi- 
tions I  have  ever  occupied,  and  my  anxious  wish 
has  been  so  to  act  as  to  ensure,  at  least,  the  un- 
wavering approbation  of  my  own  conscience. 
From  my  political  adversaries,  I  have  learned  to 
to  know,  by  sad  experience,  that  1  have  no  favor 
to  hope  for,  and  not  even  justice  to  expect.  Act 
as  I  may,  my  conduct  will  be  misrepresented  and 
my  motives  impeached.  Even  from  my  political 
friends,  I  have  reason  to  apprehend  division  ia 
their  judgment  of  my  cour.se,  while  I  know  they 
will  do  justice  to  my  motives. 

The  resolutions  just  read  come  from  a  source  en- 
titled to  my  highest  respect  and  most  deferential 
consideration.  They  are  from  the  Legislature  of  a 
State  to  which  I  am  deeply  indebted,  ways  without 
nu  mber.  Though  but  an  adopted  son  of  that  State, 
she  has  heaped  upon  me  kindnesses  far,  very  far, 
beyond  my  deserts,  and  I  have  enjoyed  golden  opi- 
nions far  b?yond  my  merits  from  all  sorts  of  peo- 
ple. Though  not  a  native  of  the  State,  there  has 
my  heart  found  the  objects  of  its  tendereat  affec- 
tions, and  thither  does  it  turn  instinctively  when 
that  magic  word  "home'*  stirs  within  It  those  holy 
associations  which  no  other  word  has  power  to 
awaken.  Coming,  then,  from  such  a  source,  how 
gladly  would  I  have  found  myself  able  to  follow  in 
any  direction  to  which  they  might  point!  how 
cheerfully  have  reposed  upon  such  a  counsellor,  and 
thrown  off"  the  responsibility  of  acting  upon  my  own 
fallible  judgmeai!  Had  these  resolutions  been 
couched  in  terms  of  command,  no  alternative 
would  have  been  left  me  but  obedience  or  resigna- 
tion. Coming  as  they  do,  merely  in  the  language 
of  counsel  or  advice,  I  should  unhesitatingly  fol- 
low that  counsel  could  I  do  ao  consistently  with 
my  sense  of  duty  and  mj  own  s^lf-napetu.  Bat  th« 
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two  first  of  these  resolations  coansel  me  to  that  which 
QOt  all  the  terrors  of  an  aulo  deft  could  induce  me 
to  perform.  Qracioas  Heaven !  to  place  upon  the 
everlasting  records  of  my  country,  my  own  decla- 
ration, tl)at  I  had  violated  her  Constitution,  upon 
the  infamous  motive  of  party  servility  !  No  ! 
sooner  would  I  bite  off  my  tongue,  and  spit  it  back 
in  the  faces  of  those  who  had  counselled  such  infa- 
my, however  high  and  dignified  the  stations  they 
might  fill.  No !  conscious  as  I  am  of  having  been 
actuated  in  what  I  did,  by  motives  the  highest, 
the  purest,  the  most  patriotic,  I  am  proud  to  have 
my  name  associiCted  with  the  act,  and  am  content 
that  posterity  may  judge  of  me  by  it  alone.  Mis- 
taken I  may  have  been,  but  never  was  corruption 
farther  from  my  heart.  If  those  were  corrupt  who 
did  the  deed,  what  were  the  Legislatures  of  the 
noble  States  who  commanded  it*to  bedon^l  1  my- 
self, in  the  part  I  acted,  but  conformed  to  the  ex- 
presr  instructions  of  the  Legislature  of  North  Caro- 
lina. A  Legislature  elec^  when  that  question 
was^stinctly  l>efore  the  people;  and  notwithstand- 
«ing  those  Instractions  were  given,  a  Legislature,  a 
majority  of  which  was  favorable  to  those  instruc- 
tions, was  again  elected.  I  could  not,  therefore, 
with  proper  respect  to  the  Legislature  and  people 
of  North  Carolina,  by  whose  command  the  act 
was  done,  censure  it  in  the  manner  proposed,  if 
there  was  nothing  else  to  restrain  me. 

Far  be  it  from  me,  in  thus  remarking  fupon  the 
resolutions,  to  impeach  the  motives  or  impugn  the 
conduct  of  those  whq  passed  them.  My  own  opi- 
nion is,  that  family  quarrels  should  never  be  carri- 
ed beyond  the  paternal  domain,  and,  if  I  have  any 
thing  to  complain  of  in  the  temper,  language,  or 
substance  of  these  resolutions,  on  a  different  thea- 
tre will  that  complaint  be  made.  Here,  at  least,  it 
is  my  wish  and  my  purpose,  alwajrs^o  speak  re- 
spectfully of  those  whom  the  people  of  North  Caro- 
lina shall  see  fit  to  elevate  to  high  places. 

The  terms  of  the  resolution  having  placed  con- 
formity to  them  entirely  out  of  the  question,  it  re- 
mains to  be  considered  what  Is  my  alternative 
course.  Were  I  at  liberty  to  consult  the  sugges- 
tions of  impassioned  personal  pride,  I  should  cer- 
'tainly  resign.  It  is  always  easier  to  retreat  from  a 
difficulty  or  danger  than  to  encounter  it,  and  abide 
the  issue.  When  a  man  gets  into  a  political  difli- 
culty,  ibe  shades  of  private  life  have  many  attrac- 
tive charms,  and  upon  them  he  is  apt  to  cast  a  wish- 
ful eye.  For  my  part,  I  acknowledge  that  I  feel  my- 
self in  a  political  difficulty,  from  which  I  would  wil- 
lingly retreat,  if  I  might  do  so  with  propriety.  But  the 
question  is  one  of  duty  simply,  and  not  of  choice. 
If  it  is  not  my  duty  to  resign,  it  is  my  duly  to  re- 
main here.  One  or  the  other  is  clearly  obligatory 
upon  me;  and  which  is  the  question?  As  I  said 
before,  had  these  resolutions  been  couched  in  the 
language  of  command,  obediience  or  resignation 
would  have  been  my  duty.  I  accepted  the  trust  I 
now  hold,  under  the  full  knowledge  that  those  who 
sent  me  here  expected  me  to  obey  instructions 
when  received,  or  resign.  Such  is  the  cteed  of  the 
political  party  that  elected  me,  and  I  should  disap- 
point their  expectations  if  I  refused  to  act  upon 
that  principle;  but,  on  the  other  hand,  I  should  be 
guilty  of  treachery  to  them  if,  upon  any  other 
gr6and  than  a  high  sense  of  duty,  I  surrendered  the 
post  to  which  they  have  assigned  me.  If  the  Legis- 
lative elections  in  North  Carolina  were  shortly  to 
occur,  my  position  would  be  clear  of  all  difficulty. 
I  would  at  once,  at  the  close  of  this  session,  return 
back  to  the  people  the  trust  I  hold,  to  be  conferred 
by  them  according  to  their  pleasure.  But  in  the 
long  interval  to  ensue  before  another  election 
in  that  State,  very  calamitous  results  might,  in  my 
apprehension,  attend  an  immediate  resignation. 
Every  man  knows  that  a  most  important  political 
struggle  is  now  going  on  in  the  land,  pregnant,  as 
all  admit,  with  the  most  interesting  consequences. 
Each  party  is  full  of  hope,  and  expects  victory  in 
the  issue.  A  feather  may  turn  the  scale.  The  di- 
minution of  force,  on  one  side,  or  a  slight  accession 
on  the  other,  may  decide  the  controversy.  And 
shall  I  east  in  a  feather  into  the  Scale  of  my  adver- 
saries? It  is  my  duty  to  stand  here,  and  do  my  ut- 
most in  advancement  of  those  principles  which  I 
hold  ^sacred.  It  is  my  duty,  if  for  no  other  reason 
but  to  keep  those  otit  who  would  certainly  be  sent 


in  my  place.  I  know  there  are  many  men  of  bo*h 
parties  in  North  Carolina,  who  are  better  qualified 
than  myself  to  fill  this  station.  But  of  the  many 
able  sons  ef  North  Carolina  who  differ  with  me  in 
political  opinions,  and  for  whom  I  have  the  highest 
personal  respect,  I  shonld  reluctantly  see  any  one 
here  at  the  present  moment.  Those  who  sent  me 
here,  therefore,  have  a  right  to  eipect  that  I  will 
maintain  my  post,  unless  driven  from  it  by  some 
paramount  principle,  and  that  I  do  not  abandon  it 
in  a  cowardly  manner,  upon  the  occurrence  of  the 
first  difficulty.  There  is  but  one  great  and  para- 
mount principle  which  can  be  for  a  moment  sup- 
posed to  demand  my  resignation;  and  that  is  the 
doctrine  of  instruction.  Upon  that  doctrine  my 
colleague  has  fully  and  ably  enlarged.  Am  I,  then, 
by  any  creed  upon  that  subject,  placed  in  a  situ* 
ation  to  render  my  resignation  a  duty?  Of  the  po- 
litical party  of  which  a  majority  of  those 
who  voted  for  these  resolutions  constitute  a  part,  it 
is  a  principle  that  there  is  no  right  in  the  Legisla- 
ture to  instruct,  and,  consequently,  no  obligation  on 
the  part  of  the  Senator  either  to  obey  or  resign.  No 
complaint,  therefore,  can  be  made  by  them  of  any 
course  which  we  may  think  proper  to  adopt.  Of 
the  political  party  to  which  I  have  been  attached, 
the  creed  is  to  be  found  in  Mr.  Leigh's  celebrated 
report  in  the  Virginia  Legislature,  and  in  the  uni- 
form practice  of  all  those  Legislatures  who  have 
attempted  any  efficient  action  in  Federal  affairs.  In 
the  document  before  mentioned  it  is  said,  "Senators 
are  instructed,  and  Representatives  requested;^'  and 
it  goes  on  to  give  the  reason  for  this  difference  of 
language,  that  over  the  one  a  right  to  command  is 
claimed,  and  towards  the  other  the  mere  tender  of 
advice.  In  the  one  case,  they  may  assume  to  de- 
clare the  popular  will  in  the  language  proper  to  the 
expression  of  will — commtmd;  and  when  so  ex- 
pressed, it  must  stand  for  that  will,  whether  really 
so  or  not.  In  the  other,  their  command  does  not 
stand  for  the  popular  will,  and  the  responsibility 
still  rests  upon  the  Representative  to  find  out  what 
it  is.  This  difference  of  language  has  been  uni- 
formly used,  so  far  as  I  am  able  to  learn,  in  all  re- 
solutions adopted  by  Legislatures  of  the  different 
States,  whenever  they  have  attempted  any  direct 
action  in  Federal  affairs.  They  have  assumed 
that  the  Legislature  is  recognised  as  embodying 
the  popular  will  of  the  State,  so  far  as  Senators 
are  concerned,  whenever  they  think  proper  to 
sue  language  appropriate  to  the  utterance  of 
will.  But  whenever  they  adopt  only  such  lan- 
guage as  they  may  with  propriety  nse  to  a 
Representative,  in  addressing  their  Senators, 
it  is  not  intended  to  be  more  operative  upon  the 
one  than  the  other.  In  the  one  case,  they  them- 
selves assume  the  responsibility,  and  stand  be- 
tween the  Senator  and  the  people  of  the  State.  In 
the  other,  they  do  not  undertake  to  utter  the  pub- 
lic will;  but  while  they  suggest,  leave  the  public 
servant  to  judge  of  that  will  upon  his  own  respon- 
sibility. Such  has  been  the  obvious  understanding 
of  all  the  preceding  Legislatures  of  North  Caro- 
lina, who  have  undertaken  to  address  their  agents 
in  this  body.  From  their  earliest  action,  down  to 
1834,  when  the  resolutions  were  passed  command- 
ing the  act  now  denounced  as  unconstitutional, 
and  dictated  by  party  servility,  they  used  this  pe- 
culiar phraseology.  Language  consists  merely  of 
the  signs,  which,  by  common  consent,  have  been 
received  as  representing  particular  ideas.  Tech- 
nical language  frequently  differs  from  common 
language.  By  common  consent,  the  word  ifufruc* 
Ctons  has  received  a  technical  signification,  when 
used  in  an  address  by  the  Legislature  of  a  State  to 
its  Senators  in  Congress.  These  facu  were  all 
known  to  the  Legislature  of  North  Carolina,  which 
passed  the  resolutions  under  consideration.  Was, 
then,  the  omission  of  the  word  uniformly  used  by 
by  the  Legislatures  heretofore,  when  they  designed 
direct  action  upon  their  Senators,  an  accidental  or 
whimsical  omission  merely;  and  was  it  intended  or 
believed  that  those  used  would  be  coefficient?  I 
have  not  the  slightest  idea  that  it  was.  In  the  first 
place,  the  known  belief  of  many  who  voted  for 
these  resolutions,  that  the  Legislature  has  no  right  to 
instruct  Senatcvs,  and  consequently  that  there  is 
no  obligation  on  Senators  to  obey,  forbids  the 
idea,    lliey  coald  not  have  intended  what  they 


believed  they  had  no  right  to  do.    Such  a 
cion  would,  I  am  persuaded,  do  them  great  injos- 
tice.    The  just  conclusion  is,  that  they  meant  to  do 
just  what  they  have  done — the  expression  of  their 
belief  that  public  opinion  »  what  they  set  forth  in 
those  resolutions  to  be  their  own  opinions;  believ- 
ing, most  justly,  that  while  they  had  no  right  to 
command,  their  opinions  would  be  most  respect- 
fully considered  by  their  Senators.    The  omission 
of  the  Word  instructions  was  designed.    And  why? 
Because  it  was  well  known  that  a  peculiar  force 
and  signification  was  attached  to  it,  and  an  opera- 
tion given  to  it  which  they  did  not  approve,  and 
therefore  did  not  wish  to  sanction  by  its  use.    That 
the  omission  was  designed,  is  further  proven  by 
the  fact,  which  is  a  matter  of  history,  that  in  both 
Houses  a  proposed  amendment  by  its  insertion  was 
rejected.    But  to  place  the  matter  beyond  all  doubt, 
my  colleague  and  myself  addressed  a  joint  letter  to 
the  Legislature — not  inquiring  what  effect  they  in- 
tended their  resolutions  to  have — not  implying  a 
doubt  which  we  did  not  entertain — but  op«nly  de- 
claring what  he  firmly  believed,  that  we  should 
not  hold  them  as  instructions;  at  the  same  time 
declaring  our  purpose  to  obey  or  resign,  should 
we  be   instructed.      This  letter   was  written  in 
the  most    perfect  sincerity    and  good    faith.      I 
care    not   who  may   think  proper   to    question 
it.     I    can    appeal  to   Ghxi   and  my  own  con- 
science for  my  truth.      But  it  is  also  known  to 
friends  here,  to  whom  I  declared  my  determination 
to  resign  if  my  construction  of  the  resolutions  was 
pronounced  erroneous.    It  was  not  so  pronounced. 
We  received  no  answer  to  our  communication. 
The  vindication  of  my  sincerity  in  addressing  that 
letter,   therefore,  presents  a  strong  consideration 
against  resignation.      If  I  resign  now,  it  may  be 
justly  said  thai  when  I  wrote  my  letter  to  the  Le- 
gislature I  considered  these  resolutions  as  instmo- 
tions,  in  the  face  of  ray  declaration  to  the  contrary, 
and  am  now  borne  down  by  the  weight  of  my  con- 
viction.   I  still  think,  as  I  thought  then,  that  they 
are  not  instructions  either  in  fact  or  according  to 
the  intention  of  most  of  those  who  voted  for  them; 
and  so  believing,  the  alternative  of  obedience  or 
resignation  is  not   presented   to    me.      Is    there, 
then,  any  obligation  upon  me  to  resign?      Does 
any  human  being  perceive  any?    Who  can  pomt 
it  out?      Perfect  obedience  is  out  of  the   ques- 
tion.     It  follows,  then,  in   my   judgment,    that 
for  the  present  it  is  my  duty  to  remain  here,  and« 
while  I  do  not  treat  the  resolutions  as  instructions, 
I  will  show  them  all  due  respect  and  give  to  then 
such  influence  over  my  conduct  as  my  jadgmeac 
may  approve.    I  have  said  that  had  theLegislatare 
met  during  the  ensuing  year,  I  would  resign  at  the 
close  of  this  session;  but  it  is  still  my  purpose  to 
afford  the  sovereign  people  of  North  Carolina  the 
earliest   opportunity    of  deciding  the   important 
'question,  by  what  class  of  politicians  they  chooso 
to  be  represented  in  this  body.    The  LegisUture,  at 
its  first  biennial  session,  shall  have  an  opportunity 
of  selecting  for  the  seat  I  fill  a  Democrat  or  a 
Fedeialist;  one  who  thinks  it  right  to  wipe  off  the 
foul  and  unjust  stigma  cast  upon  the  fame  of  An- 
drew Jackson,  or  one  who  is  for  perpetuating  it 
through  all  generations.    This  theySvill  have  an 
opportunity  of  doing,  under  a  fair  expression  of 
popular  sentiment,  and  to  the  people  of  NoriH 
Carolina  will  I  cheerfully  submit  the  issue. 

Mr.  CLAY  of  Kentucky  contended  that  these  re- 
solutions were  neither  indecorous  or  disrespectfoL 
[Mr.  Stranox  said  he  made  no  allusion  to  disre- 
spectful language.]  Mr.  C.  said  he  understood  at 
least  one  of  ihe  Senators  to  say  that  one  of  the  re- 
solutions was  disrespectful  to  the  Senate.  fMjr. 
Brown  said  he  spoke  of  one  of  the  resolutions;  hut, 
emanating,  as  they  did,  from  the  Legislature  of  his 
State,  in  no  possible  contingency  could  he  have  re- 
fused to  present  them.]  Hr.  C.  said,  if  there  was 
indecorum,  it  was  his  duty,  under  the  rules  of  tlie 
Senate,  not  to  present  the  resolutions.  [Mr.  BRO'imr 
said  there  was  a  very  mark«»d  difference  between 
the  Legislature  of  a  sovereign  State  and  individaalst. 
on  this  subject.]  Mr.  C.  said  he  was  not  awar« 
there  was  any  such  distinction  in  the  rules,  and  if 
the  Legislature  of  a  State  uses  disrespectful  lan- 
guage, it  is  no  more  to  be  received  than  if  it  were 
from  a  private  citizen.    But  the  Senators  gava  as 
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a  RisDa  for  not  eoaplying  with  the  reaolaiioin  of 
ihe  Legislatore,  that  they  did  not  eontain  the  word 
**iBStniet.^  He  thooght  it  was  iofioitely  more  re- 
spcctTal  to  those  receiviog  the  instructions,  not  to 
ise  ifae  word  instroct.  Sir,  snppose  I  say  t3  my 
mta  Charles,  please  bring  me  my  boots  or  shoes, 
and  he  does  it  with  alacrity;  but,  if  I  should  say, 
Cbarks  I  instnici  yuu  to  bring  me  my  boois,  he 
would  think  it  strange  language,  and,  very  proba- 
Wy,  voold  ask  aie  for  an  ei plaaation.  M  r.  C.  said, 
while  Ihe  Senators  expressed  iheir  disinclination  so 
stiongly  to  obeying  these  instructions,  they  seemed 
tbogeiber  to  overtook  that  there  was  an  alternative 
presented  to  them — that  of  resigi&ation. 

Mr.  Snr&ANQE  replied,  that^e  certainly  felt 
moch  indebted  to  the  Senator  from  Kentucky  [Ma. 
Cut,]  for  the  advice  he  had  seen  proper  to  vo- 
lOBieer  on  Uie  present  occasion.  Bot  it  had  been 
rery  k^  since  it  had  been  his  wont  to  look  for  po- 
Itlicii  ittlbfBalioa  from  that  quarter.  On  the  con- 
Ifaiy,  be  viewed  the  Senator  from  Kentucky,  with 
alt  h^  talentzs,  rather  as  a  beacon  than  a  guide, 
aod  when  a  conise  was  indicated  by  him,  general- 
ly oon»ideivd  it  a  reason  for  shunning,  rather  than 
pumiittg  it.  It  was  not,  therrfore,  to  be  consider- 
ed at  ail  remarkable,  if  his  sufrs^estioas,  on  the  pre- 
sent occasion,  should  have  bat  little  weight.  The 
Senator  is  pleased  to  «av  ih%(  he  considers  my 
oomplaiot,  that  I  have  neither  favor  aor  justice  to 
eipcct  from  my  political  opponents,  a  Utile  gratui- 
tous. No  man  knows  better  vhp^  the  shoe 
piaeha  than  he  who  wears  it  Tb  /^i'.;.ittir  knows 
Bothing  of  the  ground  upon  which  this  complaint 
is  made,  and  has,  therefore,  no  right  to  say  whether 
it  isgratnitoos  or  not.  He,  Mr  6.  had  said,  that 
sad  experience  had  warned  him  not  to  expect  either 
favor  or  justice  from  his  political  opponents — and 
be  said  so  uruly.  And  now  that  the  Senator  had 
somewhat  forced  i!  upon  him,  he  would  re- 
mark, that  no  man  had  shown  more  comity 
or  deference  to  his  political  oppcnenis  than  himself; 
and  yel  not  only  the  scurrilous  partisan  newspa- 
pers of  the  country,  but  even  by  those  with  whom 
lit  had  exchanged  the  courtesies  of  life,  and  from 
whom  be  had  parted  with  the  grasp  of  friendship, 
had  his  motives  been  assailed  and  his  conduct 
impeached.  With  such  facts  before  him,  he  might 
well  say  that  he  could  expect  neither  favor  nor 
justice  from  his  political  opponents.  The  Senator 
from  Kentucky,  he  said,  with  an  nn fairness  and 
coarseness  which  he  bad  nor  thought  altogether  be- 
coming, had  observed,  that  in  remarking  upon  the 
impracticability  of  obedience,  he  (Mr.  S.  and  his 
colleague)  seemed  to  have  overlooked  another  al- 
ternative, and  that  was  resignation.  Now,  unless 
the  Senatoi*s  sensses  were  less  acute  than  usual,  he 
must  have  heard  both  him  and  his  colleague  very 
distinctly  advert  to  that  alternative,  and  hfmstelf  to 
deelaie  that  were  he  at  liberty  to  act  in  obedience 
to  his  own  feelings,  he  would  resign;  bJt  that,  un- 
der present  cireumsUinces,  a  high  sense  of  duty  to 
those  who  sent  him  here  compelled  him  to  remain. 
Xbe  Senator  from  Kentucky  then  takes  up  thedoc- 
inae  of  instruction,  and,  according  to  his  w.mt  in 
the  absence  of  argument  and  reason,  attempts  to 
dnve  as  from  our  position  by  raillery  ami  jest,  and 
for  That  purpose  parades  before  us  that  ever  favo- 
rite and  fertile  theme,  his  man  Charles,  and  enter- 
tains the  Senatd  with  a  dialogue  between  himself 
and  that  dlMinguished  personage.  But  his  illnsira- 
tioahas  no  application  to  the  subject.  There  is  no 
parity  between  the  relationship  subsisting  between 
the  sovereignty  of  a  State  and  its  representative 
Dpon  this  Qoor,  and  that  between  the  Senatorand  his 
slave.  He  was  (said  Mr.  S.)  the  servant  of  the 
people  of  North  Carolina,  but  not  their  slave,  or 
th^  slave  oi  any  other  man.  He  served  the  people 
of  Noiih  Carolina,  as  far  as  he  was  able  to  discern, 
ID  compliance  with  the  public  will;  anij  when  he 
cooM  not  conscienciously  conform  to  that  will,  he 
would  resign.  Poor  Charles  has  no  such  al:erna- 
lire.  If  Jhe  Senator'^  iu!e  lo  hiin  is  gocid,  he  is  his 
slave,  and  he  must  yieM  obedien  -e  in  whatever 
way  he  may  think  proper  lo  address  him:  he  cannot 
i«sign.  Whether  the  Senator  from  Kentucky  is 
able  to  perceive  any  difference  in  the  signification  of 
certain  ierra'«,  in  a  ra.i!ter  with  which  he  (Mr.  S.) 
kad  ntilhing  to  do.  When  the  Legislature  ol  Ken- 
mcky  spoke,  it  would  be  for  the  Senator  from  Ken- 


tucky to  interpret  its  language;  and  be  (Mr.  S.) 
would  be  very  far  from  indelicately  obtnid|og  his 
advice.  But  when  the  Legislature  of  North  Caro- 
lina spoke  to  his  colleague  and  himself,  it  belonged 
to  them  to  interpret;  and  he  recognized  the  right  of 
no  one  to  inteifere  in  the  matter. 

As  he  understood  the  opinions  of  the  people  of 
North  Carolina,  they  recognized  a  difference  be- 
tween instructions  and  other  language  tised  by  the 
Lpsislature.  When  he  was  elected  to  his  present  po- 
sition, he  came  into  it  with  a  determination  to  act 
conformably,  as  far  as  possible,  to  the  popular  will, 
the  principle  which  the  Senator  from  Kentucky  had 
admitted  to  be  correct;  and  the  only  question  was, 
what  was  the  popular  will)  He  believed  a  part  of 
the  popular  will  in  North  Carolina  was,  that  when 
the  Legwiatare  instrocted  a  Senator  to  vote  for  or 
against  a  particular  measure,  such  instructicn 
should  stand  with  him  for  the  popular  will,  what- 
ever, m  truth,  the  popular  will  might  be;  but  that, 
when  not  instructed,  it  was  his  duty  to  exercise  his 
best  judgment,  and  ascertain,  from  the  several 
sources  within  his  reach,  what  was,  upon  the  whole, 
the  popular  will.  He  believed,  therefore,  that  he 
wouM'act  in  conformity  to  the  public  will  in  North 
Carolina,  whenever  instructed  by  the  Legislature 
either  to  obey  or  resign;  but  to  treat  every  thing 
else  cft'ming  from  the  Legislature  as  merely  advi- 
sory, and  conform  to  it  or  not,  as,  in  his  judgment, 
it  either  did  or  did  not  concur  with  the  popular  will. 
The  Senator  from  Kentucky  intimates  that  our 
course  of  reasoning  leads  to  the  conclusion  that 
even  if  the  word  instruct  had  been  used,  we  should 
have  been  at  liberty  to  look  behind  this  legislative 
declaration,  and  ascertain  what  was,  in  fact,  the 
popular  will.  In  his  (Mr.  S*s)  judgment,  the  rea« 
soning  led  to  no  sucb  result,  but  precisely  the 
contrary.  They  had  expressly  stated  that  they  be- 
lieved it  to  be  the  popular  will  in  North  Carolina, 
that  whenever  the  Legislature  instructed,  such  in- 
structions are  to  be  taken  as  the  popular  will,  and 
acted  upon  as  such;  but  in  the  absence  of  such  in- 
structions, the  Senator  must,  at  his  own  peril,  as- 
certain that  will. 

The  Senator  from  Kentucky,  in  ooncluaion, 
rather  ungec^rously,  as  he  thought,  chided  him 
and  his  colleague  for  not  bringing  forward  these 
resolutions  last  week  when  the  land  bill  was  under 
discussion.  If  the  Senator  from  Kentucky  would 
tax  his  recollection,  he  would  find,  that  at  this  ses- 
sion of  Congress,  upon  every  test  question  upon 
the  graduation  bill,  both  his  colleague  and  him- 
self had  voted  against  it.  As  he  had  said  before, 
he  Khonld  always  vote  in  conformity  to  the  wishes 
of  his  State,  fo  far  as  he  could  understand  them, 
when  they  did  not  conflict,  in  his  judgment,  with 
any  great  principle  which  he  had  no  right  to  dis- 
regard. Last  year  he  voted  for  the  graduation  bill, 
under  (as  he  now  thought)  a  mistaken  impression, 
that  public  sentiment  in  North  Carolina,  if  not  in 
faver  of  it,  was  at  least  quiescent.  But  he  hoped 
sever  to  «eo  a  year  when  he  could  not  look  back 
and  say,  *'I  am  wiser  this  year  than  I  was  last." 
He  was  now  inclined  to  think  that  the  majority  of 
the  people  of  North  Carolina  was  opposed  to  the 
bill,  and  should  therefore  unhesitatingly  vote 
against  it. 

Mr.  BROWN,  in  rising  lo  reply  to  the  Senator 
from  Kentucky,  [Mr.  Clay,]  who,  with  his  acfna- 
tomed  delieoeyt  had,  in  a  very  extraordinary  man- 
ner, presented  himself  before  that  body,  to  arraign 
the  course  of  his  colleague  and  himself,  said:  That, 
in  the  outset  of  his  remarks,  he  shoukl  protest 
against,  and  peremptorily  challenge,  the  right  of  the 
Senator  to  interfere  in  a  question  purely  between 
themselves  and  their  constituents.  What ri?ht  had 
that  Senator  to  assume  upon  himself  the  authoriy 
thus  attempted  to  be  exercised  by  himi  Frim 
wh(  m  did  he  derive  his  authorityl  Where  were 
his  credentials?  Who  had  constituted  him  their  at- 
rorney,  in  fact,  thus  to  arraign  the  course  of  mem- 
bers on  this  floorl 

Having  felt  it  to  be  his  duty  thus  emphatically  to 
except  to  the  assumed  power  of  the  Senator,  and 
cotJM.lering  that  he  hati  been  fairly  ousted  of  ih«  ju- 
risdiction that  he  had  sought  to  assert,  he  wo-jUI  now 
go  a  step  further,  and  say  thai  he  should  perempto- 
rily decline,  from  high  considerations  of  what  was 
due  to  himself  and  his  own  righn,  to  notice  any  of 


the  topics  iatrodtioed  by  him,  or  to  join  issue  with 
him  on  any  one  of  the  questions  which  he  seeks  to 
raise,  in  reference  to  the  manner  of  discharging  our 
duties  as  members  of  this  body.  If,  however,  be 
had  considered  it  incumbent  on  himself  to  refuse  to 
join  issue  with  the  Senator  on  any  of  the  topics 
raised  by  him,  yet  there  were  some  other  thingt 
which  it  was  his  purpose  to  say  to  him  before  he 
concluded  his  remarks. 

In  the  first  place,  his  eonstttnenis  would  no  doubt 
feel  exeetdingly  ^liged  to  that  gentleman,  whose 
political  course  had  long  been  distinguished  for  its 
peeuHat  dewHm  to  Southern  interests,  for  having 
volunteered,  on  the  present  occasion,  to  appear  as 
the  champion  of  their  rights.  The  friends  of  the 
great  right  of  Instruction  will,  no  doubt,  in  every 
part  of  the  country,  learn  with  no  little  surprise  that 
the  Senator  has  become  its  advocate  and  eulogist  I 
What,  said  Mr.  B.  the  Senator  from  Kentucky  now 
assuming  to  pronotmce,  with  oracular  certainty 
and  authority,  the  true  doctrines  of  the  right  of  in- 
struction !  How  long,  he  would  ask,  had  it  been 
since  that  gentleman  had  entitled  himself  to  become 
its  teacher  and  expoundeil  Was  it  from  the  emi- 
nent services  rendered  by  him  to  its  principles, 
when  instructions  were  coming  from  a  majority  of 
the  States  of  this  Union  to  their  Senators  on  this 
floor,  directing  them  to  sustain  the  late  Administra- 
tion in  the  mighty  conflict  then  waging  agaiost 
it  by  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  and  the  political 
party  acting  in  concert  with  iti  Who  does  not  re- 
meinbertbat  gentleman's  course  on  that  meet  import- 
ant occasion?  A  majority  of  the  States  of  this  Union, 
believing  that  a  great  crisis  in  our  public  afihirs 
had  arrived,  sent  resolutions  here  to  their  Senators, 
instructing  them  directly  and  peremptorily — ^not  re- 
solutions so  framed  as  to  be  in  eflbct  fVaudulent  in 
regard  to  that  great  right,  but  resolutions  command- 
ing their  Senators,  in  terms  plain  and  unequivocal, 
to  carry  out  their  wishes.  Did  the  Senator  then 
stand  forth  as  their  defender  and  vindk»tor7  Did 
he  exhort  the  large  number  of  his  political  friends, 
then  boldly  violating  and  defying  positive  instruc- 
tions, to  respect  that  great  doctrine?  No,  said  Mr. 
B.,his  course  was  far  otherwise.  We  then  heard 
dally  anathemas  from  his  political  friends  against 
instructions;  the  popular  voice  was  scouted,  al- 
though it  had  been  expressed  in  some  instances  twki 
or  thrUe  to  some  of  the  gentleman's  friend*,  in  the 
shape  of  positive  commands,  and,  standing  fore- 
most among  those  who  animated  them  to  resist  the 
will  of  their  constituents,  and  exhorted  them  to  un- 
yielding firmness  in  that  course,  was  the  Senator 
from  Kentucky  himself;  and  yet  he  now  undertakes 
to  become  a  lecturer  to  others  on  the  great  princi- 
ple of  instruction! 

Who  did  not  remember  the  reception  given  in 
this  body,  during  the  famous  panic  session,  to  the  in 
structions  sent  b/  the  patriotic  State  of  New  Hamp- 
shire, to  her  Senators,  tl^c  first  movement  of  the 
kind,  directing  them  lo  vole  for  expunging  the  con- 
demnatory sentence  against  President  Jackson,  and 
to  sustain  his  adminisiraiion  a*riir»si  the  war  then 
waged  by  the  Opposition  party,  and  the  Bank  of  the 
United  Sutek?  The  able  Republican  Senator,  who 
presented  them,  was  assailed  in  debate  on  this  floor, 
his  State  insulted,  and  even  the  common  courtesy 
of  printing  the  resolutions  of  instruction  was  re- 
fused by  the  political  friends  of  the  Senator,  who 
then  held  the  power  in  this  body.  With  what  pro- 
priety, then,  he  demanded,  could  a  political  party^ 
who  had  trampled  on  the  right  of  instruction, 
scorned  and  contemned  the  public  will,  by  the 
most  highhanded  outrages,  whenever  and  whes- 
ever  they  had  possessed  power,  with  what  propriety 
couKl  they  reproach  others,  in  regard  to  their 
course,  when  no  instructions  had  been  given  Ihenlil 
Hts  constituents  would,  no  doubt,  be  exceeding- 
ly obliged  foi  the  advice  of  a  gentleman  in  their 
affairs  who  had  been  conspicuously  associated  as  one 
of  the  leading  members  of  what  was  fcmiliarly 
known,  in  this  countrv,  by  the  name  of  the  "Co- 
alition jfdmitti$trarton.»»  Judging  from  their  past 
sentiments  m  regard  to  if,  he  did  not  believe  that 
they  possessed,  at  this  time,  any  vei7  »(rOng  desire 
lo  witness  its  restoration  to  power  in  any  shape. 
If  cue  member  of  that  by-gone  administration  had 
a  right  to  interfere  in  their  affairs,  by  offering  ad- 
vice, the  gi^at  political  high  priest  himsglf  who 
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headed  it,  may,  with  the  same  propriety,  claim  to 
0 Jer  his.  And  where  now  is  the  head  of  that  fa- 
mous administration,  and  what  are  his  daily  occopa- 
tions?  Fallen  from  what  was  due  to  the  dignity  of 
his  former  station,  he  is  almost  daily  engaged  in 
the  disgusting  and  wretched  paisnit  of  JiboUtum 
agitation! 

Where,  Mr.  B.  would  ask,  were  the  pMical 
friends  of  the  Senator  from  Kentucky,  who  resid- 
ed north  of  the  Potomac,  with  some  honorable  ex* 
cepiions,  to  be  found  on  that  question?  The  great 
mass  of  ihem  were  found,  in  the  two  Houses  of 
Congress,  and  in  the  Legislatire  halis  of  their  re- 
spectire  States,  pursuing  a  course  in  direct  hcdilUy 
to  the  South.  There  was  not  a  State  Legislature 
north  of  the  Potomac,  in  which  the  political 
friendsof  that  Senator  had  obtained  power,  un- 
less in  those  where  slavery  existed,  that  resolu- 
tions attacking  the  rights  and  interests  of  the  South 
on  the  vitally  important  question  of  slavery  had 
not  passed !  And  be  it  said  to  the  immortal 
hoBor  of  the  Democratic  party  of  the  North, 
who  have  been  so  scandalously  calumnia- 
ted by  most  of  the  Federal  presses  of  the 
South,  on  that  question,  that  while  their  Sena- 
tors and  Representatives,  in  almost  an  entire  body, 
have  sustained  our  just  rights  in  the  two  branches 
of  Congress,  there  is  not  a  single  State  north  of  the 
Potomac,  in  which  the  Democratic  party  have  had 
the  power  in  its  Legislature,  that  they  have  not,  in 
the  noble  spirit  of  justice  and  union,  passed  reso- 
lutions strongly  nuUdning  the  righU  of  their  sister 
confederate  States  of  the  South ! 

The  Senator  from  Kentucky  had,  to  illustrate  his 
views  of  the  right  of  instruction,  referred  to  his 
own  servant,  and  his  obligations  to  obey  his  com- 
mands, when  given  by  him.  In  alluding  to  his 
remarks  oa  this  subject,  it  was  no  part  of  his  pur- 
pose (said  Mr.  B.)  to  join  issue  with  him,  and  to 
debate  that  point,  as  he  intended  carefully  to  pre- 
serve the  ground  taken  at  the  outset  of  his  remarks, 
not  to  admit,  directly  or  indirectly,  his  jurisdiction 
on  this  subject,  by  joining  issue  with  him 
on  any  question  which  he  luid  thought  pro- 
per to  raise;  but  he  would  answer  him  some- 
what after  the  Yankee  manncfy  by  asking 
another  question.  Let  us  suppose  (said  Mr. 
B.)  that  a  servant,  who  desired  occupa- 
tion, had  applied  three  several  times  to  a  farmer 
or  planter  for  employment,  and  that  that  farmer 
or  planter  had  three  times,  either  from  a  supposed 
want  of  honesty  or  skill  in  the  applicant,  in  pretty 
plain  and  positive  language,  rejected  his  importuni- 
ties to  enter  his  service:  what  would  be  the  opinion 
of  the  world  as  to  the  modesty  which,  under  such 
circumstances,  coQld  venture  a  fourth  importunity? 
He  thought  this  very  like  the  case  of  a  distin- 
guished individual,  who  had  presented  himself 
three  times  to  the  American  people  to  be  employed 
in  a  certain  high  station,  and  who  had  been  three 
times  signally  rejected;  and,  if  public  rumor  was 
now  to  be  credited,  was  again  prepared  for  a  fourth 
rebuff  by  the  popular  voice. 

Again,  Mr.  B.  said,  his  constituents  would,  no 
doubt,  feel  and  appreciate  a  defence,  coming  from 
a  gentleman  whose  almost  entire  public  course,  for 
a  series  of  years,  had  been  directly  at  war  with 
their  righ»  and  interests;  a  Senator  whose  miscalled 
American  system,  until  thrown  off  by  determined 
lesLstaoce,  had,  for  a  series  of  years,  impoverished 
and  desolated  the  South,  oppressed  her  citizens,  and 
almost  ruined  her  commerce;  a  Senator  whose  fa- 
vorite system  of  policy  he  declared  most  solemnly, 
in  his  opinion,  had  aimed  a  more  fatal  blow  at  the 
Constitution  and  Union  of  the  States,  than  any  other 
and  all  other  measures  combined.  A  system  which 
bad,  at  one  time,  shaken  the  pillars  of  our  glorious 
Confederacy  to  their  very  foundations;  and  which 
had  created  and,  he  feared,  had  established  those 
dangerous  sectional  prejudices  and  feelings  which 
were  destined  to  endure  too  long  for  the  harmony 
and  safety  of  our  country. 

Mr.  B.  had  now  finished  saying  what  be  had  felt 
due  to  himself  and  the  occasion,  and  due  to  the  in- 
terference which  his  remarks  were  intended  to 
repel. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  TALLMADGE,  the  petition 
of  Timothy  Powers,  on  the  files  of  last  session, 
were  again  referred  to  the  CommittM  oa  Feaslons. 


Mr.  TALLMADOE  presented  the.  petition  of 
certain  members  of  the  Oneida  tribe  of  Indians; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Indian  Af- 
fairs. 

Mr.  SEVIER  presented  the  petition  of  Benja- 
min Murphy  and  John  Rogers;  which  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs. 

Mr.  CL^Y  of  Kentucky  presented  the  petition 
of  John  S.  Wilson;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Pensions. 

Mr.  RIVES  presented  the  petition  of  Julia  L. 
Weed;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Na- 
val Affairs. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  WRIGHT,  the  vote  by  whk^h 
the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Pensions,  adverse 
to  the  memorial  of  Mrs.  Mary  W.  Thompson,  was 
adopted,  was  reconsidered,  and  the  report  was 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  W.  then  presented  a  supplemental  memo- 
rial and  papers;  which  were  ordered  to  be  printed. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  MORRIS,  the  report  of  the 
committee  was  also  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  MERRICK  presented  the  memorial  of  the 
Board  of  Trade  of  the  city  of  Baltimore,  asking 
for  encouragement  for  the  employment  of  boys 
in  merchant  ships;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Commerce. 

Mr.  ROBINSON  presented  a  memorial  from 
citizens  of  the  northern  part  of  the  State  of  Illinois, 
for  the  location  of  a  land  office  at  Milwaukie;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  YOUNG  presented  a  memorial  of  simitar 
import  to  the  foregoing;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Public  Lands,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

Mr.  MERRICK  presented  the  petition  of  Wil- 
liam Bayley,  a  Major  in  the  Revolution,  askmg 
for  bounty  land:  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Re- 
volutionary Claims. 

Mr.  DAVIS  presented  the  petition  of  the  West- 
em  Railroad  Company;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

Mr.  KING  presented  the  petition  of  Francoise 
Dagneaox,  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Private  Land  Claims. 

Mr.  NORVELL  presented  a  communication 
from  the  (Governor  of  Michigan,  relative  to  a 
claim  for  services|of  the  militia  of  that  State;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military  Af 
fairs. 

Mr.  N.  accompanied  the  presentation  of  the  com- 
munication by  the  following  resolution;  which  was 
considered,  and  adopted: 

Huolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Military  Af- 
fairs inquire  into  the  expediency  of  providing  by 
law  for  the  payment  of  such  of  the  militia  of 
Michigan,  as  were  ordered  into  the  service  of  the 
United  States,  on  the  requisition  of  the  marshal  of 
that  district,  for  the  maintenance  of  the  neutral 
obligations  and  the  laws  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  RU6GLES  presented  the  petition  of  Noah 
Miller,  for  remuneration  for  the  capture  of  a  ves- 
sel containing  clothing  and  supplies  by  the  enemy 
during  the  late  war;  which  was  referred. 

The  following  resolutions  from  the  House  of 
Representatives  were  severally  read  the  first  and 
second  times: 

Resolution  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  Charles 
Brown,  deceased. 

Resolution  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  at  law  of 
Capt.  Frederick  M.  Bell,  deceased;  and  severally 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Levi  Chad  wick  was  read 
twice,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revolu- 
tionary Claims. 

The  resolution  authorizing  an  examination  and 
payment  of  the  claims  of  the  workmen  on  the  pub- 
lic buildings,  was  read  twice  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Public  Buildings. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Messrs.  Smith  and 
Town  was  read  twice,  and  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Finance. 

The  bill  to  authorize  the  issuing  of  a  register  to 
Anthony  C.  Mereghatty,  for  the  sloop  Sarah,  was 
read  twice,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce. 

Mr.  YOUNG  said  that  some  days  since  the  Se- 
nate, at  his  motion,  had  adopted  a  resolution  of 


inquiry,  whether  the  conditions  on  whieh  ceitaia 
grants  of  land  in  Illinois  were  made  to  Polish  ex* 
iles  had  been  complied  with,  and  a  response  had 
been  given  by  the  Department,  which  was  printed 
and  was  now  lying  on  our  tables.    It  seemed  ftea 
this  document  that  a  selection  ^had  been  made  bf 
the  agent  of  the  exiles,  but  it  bad  not  beencoafirn- 
ed  by  the  Deparunent.      They  were  allowed,  hf 
the  terms  of  the  grant,  to  select  thirty-six  seetiom 
from  three  contiguous  townships,  upon  eoaditioa 
tliat  they  would  go  upon  the  lands  and  oecap? 
them  for  ten  consecutive  years,  at  the  end  of  wm 
time  they  were  to  recetve  patents  upon  the  pay- 
ment of  |l  35  per  acre — the  minimum  price  ot  the 
Government.    That  four  years  and  upwards  of  the 
time  limited  had  gone  by,  and  that  there  was  not, 
according  to  the  information  he  had  received,  t 
single  Polish  exile  in  that  part  of  the  country.   He 
further  remarked,  that  the  agent  of  these  exiles  had 
so  located  their  claim  as  to  include  eighteen  miki 
on  each  side  of  Rock  river,  embracing  the  finert 
portion  of  the  country,  and  in  many  instances  in- 
terfering with  ihe  improvements  of  the  settlers,  who 
would  be  greatly  prejudiced  by  a  confirinatioQ  of 
the  selections  of  land  as  made  by  the  agent.   TbtX 
another  difficulty  had  occurred  by  the  location  of 
several  floating  Indian  reservations  on  a  part  of 
these  same  lands,  which,  having  beea  iqpproved  bjr 
the  President,  further  legislation  had  become  ne- 
cessary to  enable  all  the  parties  concerned  to  an* 
derstand  their  respective  rights  under  the  eirsan- 
stances  alluded  io.    That  in  his  judgment  whatever 
right  these  exiles  may  have  had  to  an  exclusive  oo» 
cupancy  6f  these  lands,  under  the  act  of  CosgltM 
passedtfor  their  benefit  in  1834,  that  that  right  bad 
become  forfeited  by  reason  of  their  failure  to  con- 
ply  .with  the  conditions  of  the  act,  in  not  occopjrim 
the  lands  as  is  rec|uired»    He  concluded  by  movia| 
a  reference  of  the  report  to  the  Committee  on  Fab* 
lie  Lands;  which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS  presented  the  memorial  of oe^ 
tain  citizens  of  the  State  of  Maine,  in  favor  of  a 
Congress  of  Nations;  which  was  referred  to  die 
Committee  on  Foreigu  Relations. 

-Mr.  MOUTON,  from  the  Committee  on  Pcivaie 
Land  Claims,  to  which  was  referred  the  petition  ef 
Albin  Michel,  introduced  a  bill  for  his  relief;  whidi 
was  read,  and  ordered  to  a  second  reading,  and  the 
report  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  WALKER,  from  the  Committee  on  Poblifi 
Lands,  to  which  was  referred  the  bill  granting  the 
right  of  way  over  the  public  lands  to  the  Galeaa 
and  Chicago  Union  Railroad  Company,  reported 
the  same  with  an  amendment. 

Mr,  W.  from  the  same  committee,  to  which  was  - 
referred  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  James  Dntton,  re- 
ported the  same  without  amendment. 

Mr.  W.  from  the  same  committee,  to  which 
was  referred  the  bill  providing  for  the  establishineBt 
of  the  Peoria  land  district,  reported  the  same  with- 
out amendment,  with  a  recommendation  that  the 
bill  do  not  pass. 

Mr.  W.  from  the  same  committee,  to  which  was 
referred  the  bill  establishing  a  Surveyor  Geoeral^i 
office  for 'the  State  of  Illinois,  reported  the  sans 
without  amendment,  with  a  recommendation  thai 
the  bill  do  not  pass. 

Mr.  W.  from  the  same  committee,  to  whieh  was 
referred  the  bill  authorizing  the  Portage  Canal 
Company  to  enter  lands  at  the  Fox  River  and  Wis- 
consin portage,  reported  the  same  without  amead* 
ment. 

Mr.  W.'from  the  same  committee,  to  which  wu 
referred  the  hill  to  authorize  the  State  of  Tennes- 
see to  issue  grants  and  perfect  titles  to  certaia 
lands,  dkc.  reported  the  same  without  amendment, 
with  a  recommendation  that  the  bill  do  pass. 

Mr.  CLAY,  from  the  Committee  on  the  PaUie 
Lands,  reported  a  bill  to  discontinue  the  office  of 
surveyor  general  in  the  several  districts  so  soon  as 
the  surveys  therein  made  can  be  completed,  ftl 
abolishing  land  offices  under  certain  circomstaDCca^ 
and  to  abolish  the  office  of  Solicitor  of  ttS 
Land  Office;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  a  at* 
cond  reading. 

Mr.  C.  from  the  same  committee,  to  which  waft 
referred  the  bill  from  the  House  supplemental  tfftj 
the  act   entitled  "An   act  to  grant  pn^mpUoS 
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ligte  10  leilkii  ea  ibe  pabiic  lands^^Kportcd  the' 
mm  widioat  amendment. 
Abo,  the  tnll  far  the  relief  of  Jane  Waller,  wtth- 

OatMBCBdlBeilt. 

AliOt  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Benjamin  Parsons, 
vilk  ai  UMiidmeBU 

On  BOtioii  by  Mr.  KINO, 

Oritndf  That  the  Committee  on  Commerce  be 
disehiifed  from  the  further  consideration  of  the 
roolations  of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of 
Oianoiiin  relation  to  a  sorrey  of  the  Northern  and 
Wertem  lakes. 

Mr.  PIBKCB,  from  the  Committee  on  Penaions, 
tovhidi  weie  referred  the  petitions  of  Amasa 
firown  sad  John  R.  Midwinter,  made  unfavorable 
reports  thereon. 

Mr.  LINN  gave  notice  thai  be  woald  to-mor- 
jv>v  ask  leare  to  introdnee  a  bill  to  proWde  for  the 
dtfeoce  oi  the  Western  frontier. 

Mr.  FOSTER,  on  leave,  and  in  parsuance  of 
Botie«  given,  introduced  a  bill  /or  the  relief  of  An- 
dievj.  Johnston,  and  Samuel  Love;  which  was 
read  twice,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
CUhtt^ 

Mr.  PRESTON,  on  leave,  and  in  parsuance  of 
Botice  m'ven,  introduced  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the 
heis  of  John  De  Treville,  deceased;  which  was 
lead  twice,  aiid  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Re- 
Tohitioaary  Claims. 

Tie  report  of  the  Committee  on  the  District,  on 
the  memorial  of  thecorporate  authorities  of  Gleorgc- 
iDwa,  for  an  extension  of  time  to  redeem  their 
fluaU  notes,  viz:  that  the  prayer  of  the  memorial 
le  refeeted,  was  agreed  to. 

The  Stnate  took  up,  as  the  special  order,  the  bill 
ID  provide  for  the  graduation  and  reduction  of  the 
pine  of  the  gpblie  lands;  the  question  being  on 
the  moiion  of  Mr.  Rivss  to  postpone  the  bill  inde* 
faiiely. 

Af^cr  some  remarks  from  Messrs.  WEBSTER 
«d  MORRIS,  the  qoestioa  was  taken,  and  the 
■oliott  of  indefinite  postponement  was  lost — yeas 
Sl»naj8  37,  as  follows: 

TEAS — Mef«rs^  Bayard, Calhoun,  Clay  of  Ken- 
toeky,  Crittenden,  Davis,  Knight,  McKean,  Mer- 
rick, If onis,  Prentiss,  Preston,  Rives,  Roane,  Rob- 
iMK^RotS^  Southard,  Spence,  Strange,  Swift, 
lUfanadfe,  Wall,  Webster,  and  Williams  of 
Maiw— 33. 

NATS — ^Measn.  Allen,  Benton,  Buchanan, 
Clay  of  Alabama,  Cnthbert,  Foster,  Fulton,  Hub- 
toil,  King,  Linn,  Lumpkin,  Lyon,  Mouton, 
Nicholafy^iles,  Norvell,  Pierce,  Robinson,  Sevier, 
Smiih  of  Coocecticnt,  Smith  ot  Indiana,  Tipton, 
Walker,  While,  WiUiams  of  Mississippi,  Wright, 
and  Toang— 27. 

Mr.  CLAY  of  Alabama  submitted  an  amend- 
meat  lo  wiake  the  operations  of  the  bill  commence 
OB  the  first  of  May,  1839,  instead  of  December, 
lOfi;  which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  MORRIS  offered  a  substitute  to  the  bill,  by 
way  of  amendment,  to  strike  out  all  after  the  enact- 
ing davse,  and  insert  a  new  bill,  containing  two 
aaelioM;  ibe  first  providing  for  the  absolute  cession 
of  dl  the  Ividi  thai  have  been  twenty  years  in  the 
BMtibrl  to  Ibe  Slates  in  which  they  lie,  to  dispose  of 
ihem  in  aaeh  manner,  and  at  such  prices,  as  the 
T^jriafwrss  of  said  States  may  think  proper;  and 
the  aeoood  aeetion,  that  a  like  cession  shall  be  made 
in  famre,  on  the  first  day  of  January  of  each  com- 
ing year,  as  shall  then  have  been  twenty  years  in 
ihe  markeL 

After  aonie  remarks  from  Mr.  M.  in  support  of 
tUi  aaMndment,  and  from  Mr.  CLAY  of  Alabama 

iainply,  

Cm  Bsotion  by  Mr.  SOtJTHARD, 
The  Seaata  adjooined. 
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■r.  CBAM  mawtd  a  rMMuAdwmtioo  of  the  tocb  bj  which 
tmUa  iw  itofBlifr  of  the  b«i«  of  Larkin  Smith  wuoidered 
Utm  engcoand.  Mr.  C.  Mid  his  own  opinioo  io  faTor  of  the 
MlieiMilniii  oaehakMi  but  he  had  aubmitied  the  mockm  at 
•adarfni  of  oiben. 

tb*  mociM  waa  entered,  to  be  taken  up  when  the  private 
erine  atiAll  nasi  Im  roached' 

Mr.  HAJUAN,  praoirinean  intlmaiioo  that  it  appeared  aa 
mejaqtlMBaa  AxMn  New  York  (Mr.  VAuamMm)  had  aban- 
MMUe  nwiioo  to  raiee  a  aelea  committee  to  inquire  into  the 
|piBiiiiooBor8amiiel8wai(weut,he,Mr.  H.  moved  now  to 
pfcsseds»  Hi  oensMsmton,     If  Ji  wae  tatended  to  adbpi  the 


raeoluiion,  it  should  be  adopted  el  once;  If  it  was  intended  to 
abandon  it,  let  the  country  know  that  determination. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS  of  Kentucky  objected  lo  the  consideration 
of  the  subject  at  this  tune,  preferring  its  taking  the  usua 
course. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  remarked  that,  as  th(*  gentleman  from 
Kemucky  [Mr.  Haslan]  had  intimaied  a  design  on  the  part  of 
Mc.  C.  to  abandon  the  resolution,  he  begged  leave  to  say  that, 
from  first  to  last,  he  (Mr.  C.)  liad  not  occupied  ten  minutes  up- 
on it,  whereas  the  gentleman's  friends  had  occupied  whole 
days. 

Mr.  HARLAN  did  not  prees  the  motion. 

Reaoluitoiis  were  then  called  for,  in  the  reverse  order,  com- 
mencing with  the  Territories. 

Mr.  PRENTI:JS  of  Musissippi  moved  a  suspeneion  of  the 
rules  for  the  purpoee  of  setting  apart  a  dav  fur  the  coneidera- 
tion  of  the  lesolutiens  oftred  by  him  this  ckj  fortnlghtt,  in  rela- 
tion to  the  MiaBisaippi  election  case,  and  asked  for  the  yeas  and 

Both  requests  were  refused  almost  unanimously. 

Mr.  8BERROD  WILUAMS  offered  the  foliowing  resolu- 
tions: 

Resolvedt  Thatit  was  the  intention  of  the  fiamersof  the  Con- 
stitution, and  the  expectatioB  of  the  people,  tluit  the  Congress 
of  the  United  Slates  sli»u  Id  make  and  enact  laws  for  the  gene- 
lal  good  and  welfare  of  the  nation,  and  to  promote  the  prosperi- 
ty and  happiness  of  the  people:  and  whereas,  instead  of  mak- 
ing and  enacting  la  we  for  the  general  good  and  welfare  of  the 
nation,  and  to  promote  the  prosperity  and  happiness  of  the  peo- 
ple, the  Congress  of  the  United  iitates  seems  u>  be  assembled 
for  the  purpose  or  obtaining  power  for  thiiee  who  are  out,  and 
of  retaining  it  for  those  who  are  in  otiice,  thereby  contravening 
ihegreat  objoctand  intetttion  of  the  framei«  ot  the  Constitution 
and  the  j list  crpectation  nf  the  people;  therefore, 

Beitrmolvedy  That  we  proceed  to  the  despatch  of  the  pub- 
lic and  private  business  of  i.ic  nation  and  the  people,  hy  enact- 
ing such  lawtas  will  redound  to  the  bes^t  Interests  of  the  naiion. 
and  by  the  passage  of  such  bills  for  piivaic  claimants  ss  justice 
and  right  demand. 

Resolved,  further.  If  it  is  intended  not  to  act  upon  the  pub- 
lic and  private  business  for  which  we  were  assembled,  but  only 
to  remain  here  for  the  purpoee  of  making  speeches,  that  Con- 
gress ought  to  be  forthwith  adjourned,  and  that  the  people 
should  hereafter  elect  members  to  Congress  who  will  work 
more  and  udk  less. 

Mr.  HcCLURE  moved  that  the  reaelotions  be  laid  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  ADAMS  demanded  the  question  of  consideration.  This, 
Mr.  A.  said,  he  would  not  have  dune,  If  there  was  not  a  prece- 
dent of  a  decision  last  week  upon  a  fwtition  offered  by  himself, 
refuaing  the  reception  of  tlist  petition  on  the  ground  that  it  was 
disrespectful  to  toe  House.  If  that  petition  was  disrespectful  to 
the  House,  these  resolutions,  he  maintained,  were  much  more 
so.  Therefurett  "^asthai  he  a:;ked  ihequeeilon  of  considera- 
tion. 

Mr.  S.  WILLIAMS  (amidst  some  confueion)  wss  understood 
to  deny  that  the  resolutions  were  disrespectful  to  the  House, 
and  to  say  that  he  held  bie»elf  responsible  to  any  gentleman 
who  consiilered  himself  accrieved  by  them. 

Mr.  DUNCAN  and  McCLUREroee  at  the  same  time  to  make 
some  remarks,  the  latter  gentleman  expressing  himself  deni. 
rona  to  explain  the  reasons  for  the  moti^m  he  had  made. 

The  SPEAKER  said  the  question  of  consideration  was  not 
debateable,  and  read  the  rule  applicable  to  it. 

Mr.  3.  WILLIAMS  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  ques- 
tion of  consideration,  which  were  ordered. 

The  question  of  considerafton  being  taken,  there  were  yeas 
67,  nays  93. 

YEAS— Messrs  Alexander,  Aiherton,  BIcknell,  Bronson, 
Buchanan,  Casev,  Cheney,  Cheatham,  Cleveland,  Coles,  Con- 
nor, Cmbb,  Craig,  Crary,CuBhman,  Davee,  Daviee,  Deberry, 
De  Oraff,  Elmore,  Farrington,  Isaac  Fletcher,  Gallup,  Qoode, 
Gray,  Grttfln,  Haley,  Ilamer,  Hawkins,  Haynes,  llenry,  He- 
rod, Hopkins,  Howard,  Uubley,  Ingham,  Thomas  B.  Jackson, 
Joseph  Johnson,  Nathaniel  Jonea,  Keim,  Kemble,  KHngen- 
sroiin,  Logan.  McKay,  Abraham  McClellan,  Montgomerv, 
Morgan,  8.  W.  Morris,  C.  Morrlil  Noble,  Parmenter,  Parns, 
Petrlkin,  Potter,  J.  H.  Prentlsn,  Richardson,  ShefTer,  Sheplor, 
Spencer,  Stone,  Swearingen,  Taliaferro,  Towns,  Vail,  Van<le- 
veer,  Webster,  Weeks,  Sherrod  Williams,  and  Jared  W. 
Wimams-67. 

NAYS— Meesrs.  Adams,  Anderson,  Aycrigg,  Banks,  Beaity, 
Biddle,  Boon,  Borden,  Brodhead,  Wm.  B.  Calhoun,  John 
Campbell,  Carter,  Chamben,  Chapman,  Corwin,  Cranston, 
Crocseti,  Curtis,  Cushina  Darlington,  Dawson,  Dromgnole, 
Dunn,Evans,  Everett,  Richard  Fletcher,  Fillmore,  Fry,  Rice 
Cteriand,  J.  Graham,  Graatland,  Graves,Grennen,  Hall,  Harlan, 
Harper,  Hoffman.  Ilolsey,  William  H.  Hunter,  Robert  M.  T. 
Hunter,  Jenifer,  Henry  Johnson,  Wm.  Cost  Johnson.  Konnndy, 
Legare,  Lnomis,  Lyon,  Mallory,  Marvin,  James  M.  Mason, 
Samson  Mason,  Hay,  Robert  McClellan,  McClure,  McKennan, 
Menefee,  Mercer,  Murray,  Naylor,  Noyee,  Parker,  Pearce, 
Peck,  Phelps,  Potts,  Pratt,  Rariden,  Reed,  Ridgway,  Rives, 
Jtihn  Robertson,  Edward  Robinson,  Russell,  Saltonstall,  Saw- 
yer, Sergeant,  Augustine  II.  Shepperd,  Charles  Shepani, 
Shields,  Sibley.  Snyder.  Stuart,  Thomas,  Toucey.  Alberts. 
White,  Lewis  Williams,  Joseph  L.  Williams,  Christopher  H. 
Williams,  Wise,  Word,  Yell,  and  Yorke— 93. 

So  the  House  refueed  n«ir  to  consider  the  resolutions. 

Mr.  S.  WILLIAMS  inquired  of  Uie  Cuaib  whether  the  reso- 
lutions would  not  re^ulai  ly  come  up  in  their  order. 

The  SPEAKER  said  that  was  a  question  for  the  considera- 
tion of  the  House.  The  reenlotions,  having  been  presented, 
were  now  on  the  Speaker's  table,  subject  to  the  order  of  the 
Houee. 

Mr.  WISE  rose,  and  read  the  following  letter: 

^'Nsw  YooK,  Januarjr  10, 1839. 

"Mt  Dbar  Sou  I  hope  you  will  pardon  the  liberty  1  am 
about  to  talce  in  addreesing  to  you  this  communication,  and  sin- 
cerely hope  that  the  subject  of  it  may  be  deemed  of  suflicient 
importance  to  meet  your  early  consideration.  A  difficulty  of 
an  extremely  asgravaiing  and  painful  nature  has  been  some 
time  pending  between  Commmlere  J.  D.  Elliott,  late  comman- 
der-in-chief of  the  Mediterranean  squadron,  and  myself;  and 
although  I  have  repeatedly  demanded  action  on  the  charges  I 
have  lodged  againet  him,  I  regret  lo  say  aa  yet  na  notice  has 
lieen  taken  of  thoee  demands.  The  point  at  issue,  it  appears  to 
me,  (and  must  appear  so  to  every  reflecting  mind,)  involvee 
matter  ofthe  highest  importance  to  the  naval  eervice  of  the 
United  Stales.  The  decision  of  this  question  will  determine 
wbether  officers,  in  future,  are  tamely  and  quietly  to  submit  le 


outrage  and  insult  from  a  superior,  and,  agreeably  to  the  regu- 
lations of  the  navy,  receive  redress  fn>m  the  Department,  or 
whether  they  are  to  lake  it  iuto  their  own  hands.  I  have  de- 
manded the  trial  of  Commodore  Elliott  for  a  most  violent ^  un- 
yrovoked^  and  insul  ing  outrage  upon  my  feelings,  committed 
publicly  oaa  race  course,  near  Port  Mahon,  (Island  of  Minor- 
ca,) in  the  presence  and  hearing  of  several  thousand  spectaton. 
I  have  appealed  to  the  Department  for  justice,  and  the  only  jus- 
tice 1  have  received  is  a  trial  upon  that  appeal  on  two  dinereut 
sets  of  charges  preferred  by  the  commander-in-chief;  upon 
both  of  which  1  have  been  fully  and  honorably  acquitted.  My 
wish  is,  that  C  miniodoie  Elliott  may  be  brought  before  a  court 
of  inquiry  for  his  ^encrai  conduct  whl!e  commander-io  chief 
ofthe  Mediterranean  squad  on;  and  that  the  proceedines  of  the 
two  courts  by  which  I  have  been  trieil,  and  ujwn  which  my 
charges  against  him  ore  grounded,  may  be  cdilej  for  by  Con- 
grees.  This,  it  appears  to  me,  is  at  present  the  only  eflectual 
mode  ofbrinsing  the  matter  to  a  final  and  just  iseut*;  ami  (sin- 
cerely hope  that  (if  your  other  duties  will  admit  of  it)  you  will 
lend  me  youraid  on  this  occasion. 

*'Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  fcr?ant, 

»'C.  G.  HITNTER. 
"Hon.  HckryA.  Wise,  Washuigton." 

In  connection  therewith,  Mr.  W.  offeied  the  rollowing  resolu- 
tion: 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  ihe  Navy  he  tliroctcd  lo  fur- 
nish this  House  with  certain  chjrges  heretofore  prcierr«*d  by 
C.  G.  H17NTER,  o:  the  U.  9.  Navy,  against  Ca[)L  J.  D.  Elliott, 
of  "moat  violent,  insuiliogouirases  upon  theieelingp  aiul  rithis 
of  said  Hunter,  on  a  race  course  near  Port  Mahun,  IslunJ  of 
Minorca,"  ami  of  general  misconduct  while  comnmnder  iu- 
chJcf  of  the  McditPrrancai!  t^\u-\  Iron,  and  to  furniidi  the  lea- 
sona,  if  any,  v/hy  the  Dejjar.mci.t  has  not  'icrciofore  ordered  a 
court  of  inquiry  to  sit  up»n  wdcbargesogaiisi  said  Kllioti;  and 
i>)  funiish,  a^'o,  coj)ios  oi"  ilic  prnceedinuB  of  the  two  c  «uris  of 
mquirv  which  W(  re  oideifd  i )  try  certain  charges  preferred  by 
said  Elliott  azainsi  said  Hunter.  i}K>n  which  said  Hunter  wus 
acciuiiied,  and  upon  which  the  charges  nf  said  Hunter  against 
said  Elliott  were  founded. 

'  The  SPEAKER  said  that  the  resoliiiiou  would  regularly  lie 
over  one  day. 

Mr.  WI.SB  asked  its  consideration  notr. 

Ml.  CRARY  suggeeted  an  amendment  proposing  an  inquiiy 
into  the  circumstances  attending  the  presentaiion  of  a  cerum 
service  of  plate  to  Com.  Elliott 

The  SPEAKER  said  the  House  had  not  yel  determined  to 
consider  the  resolution. 

And  objection  being  made, 

Mr.  WISE  moved  a  suspeoeion  of  the  rule;  «  hic'i  n.oiion 
was  agreed  ts. 

And  the  resolution  wasconsldcrel  and  adopted. 

Petitions  and  memorials  were  prescnud,  on  leave,  by  the 
following  gentlemen: 

Mr.  MARTIN  of  Alabama. 

iMr.  Martin  presentc*!  the  (leliiion  of  John  S.  Wilson:  le- 
fened  lothe  C^ommittee  on  Private  Land  Claims. 

Messrs.  HAYNES  and  TOWNS,  ol  Georgia. 

iMr.  Haynbs  presented  a  petition;  also,  a  certain  joint  re.-  o- 
lution  ofthe  liegislaiure  of  that  Sraie  in  rel.ition  lo  potit  rouus: 
which  was  referred  lo  the  Commiltee  on  the  Post  Office  ai  d 
Post  Roads. 

Mr.  Towns  presented  joliil  resolutions  of  the  I-iCgislature  of 
the  same  Suite,  asking  compensation  for  (he  services  ofccrtam' 
militia;  which  were  referred  to  the  Con)niitice  un  Military 
Afl*airs.] 

Messrs.  BEIRNE,  GaUI^ND,  MALLORY,  and  MERCER, 
ofVirginis. 

Mr.  GALLUP  of  New  York. 

[Mr.  Gallup  presented  the  petition  of  Maj,  W.  Hoffnicin,  and 
otliertL  officers  of  the  United  Stales  army,  prayinc;  thai  ihe  uf7i 
cers  of  the  line  of  said  army  may  bu  placed  upon  nn  equal 
footing  with  the  officcn)  of  the  several  aiatl' corps.  Also,  iho 
petiii'tn  of  John  M.  King  for  relief  in  the  mailer  of  hid  bounty 
lend.] 

Mr.  ADAMS  of  Massachusetts. 

[.Mr.  Adams  presented  the  petition  of  Anne  Rpyal;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Pensiiins.  ] 

Messrs.  DAVIES,  SERGEANT,  and  McCLURE,  of  Penneyl- 
vania. 

(Mr.  McClure  presented  the  following  peiitione:.  The  peti- 
tion of  J.  M.  Fot  z  lor  the  pay  of  a  surgeon  from  7th  June, 
IS36,  in  the  9lh  March,  1837:  referred  to  the  Comrniueo  ou  Na- 
val AfTairs.  Petition  and  documents  of  John  Siiglenian,  a  aol 
dier  of  the  late  war:  rolerrud  lo  the  Commiltee  on  Invalid  Pen- 
sions. Pipers  relative  to  claim oC  John  Smith:  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims.] 

Mr.  HALEY,  ol  Connecticut. 

Mr.  HOWARD,  of  Maryland. 

Messrs.  HAMERand  GlUDINGS,  of  Ohio. 

Mt'ssm.  RARIDEN  and  KWING,  of  Indiana, 

Mr.  TILLING MA^iT,  of  Rhoilo  Island. 

Mr.  W.  W.  CHAP.MaN,  of  Iowa  Territory,  pieaented  cer- 
tain printed  acui  ol  the  Legislative  Council  of  i^iid  Ter- 
ritory. 

Mr.  HENRY  gave  notice  thai  when  bill  No.  696,  to  Cbtablibh 
a  board  of  commissioners  to  examine  and  decide  reriain  claims 
against  the  United  Stales,  should  he  called  up,  he  would  ulfer  as 
an  amendnien*  the  followin*.'  addiii  .nal  section: 

'^  And  be  it  further  enact  td.  That  the  provisions  of  ihi*  act 
shall  be,  and  remain  in  full  furceand  virtue  for  two  > cat's  from 
the  fourth  dav  of  March  next,  but  no  longi  r  ' 

Mr.  MERCER  gave  notice  that  he  would  ask  leave  to  iniro- 
(^uce  a  bill  to  alter  the  mode  of  appointing  certain  uHicers  of  the 
United  States,  and  for  other  purposes. 

Mr.  MASON  of  Ohio,  on  leave  heretofore  given,  inlrcM'uced  a 
bill  to  repeal  the  second  section  ofthe  act  '*  to  extend  the  tin«e 
of  locating  Virginia  land  warrants,"  and  te*  return  the  surveys 
thereon  to  the  General  Land  Office:  referred  to  a  select  cem* 
miilee  of  three. 

The  SPEAKER  laid  lieforc  the  House  a  C4)mmunica:ion 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  transmitting  a  pnuujd 
statement  ofthe  recejpisand  expenditures. 

Also,  a  communication  fn>m  the  Commissioner  of  Patents,  en 
Closing  his  annual  report. 

The  SPEAKER  called  over  ihe  .States  for  resolutions,  when 
the  following  were  presented: 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CHaPMaN, 

Ruolvedy  Thai  the  Commiuce  on  the  Public  Lands  be  ir.- 
strncted  to  inquire  wnai  probable  proportion  ofthe  public  lands 
remain  unoccupied  and  unsold.  In  consequence  of  not  granting 
pre*emption  on  timbered  land,  in  conjunction  with  prairie;  and 
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whether  anv  considerable  Dumber  of  the  actual  setUers  intended 
to  be  brought  within  the  provMione  of  the  late  pre-emption  law, 
have  been,  and  are  liable  to  be,  excluded. 

That  eaid  committee  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  amending 
the  pre-emption  law  po  that  all  who  have  settled,  or  shall  hereat* 
ter  settle,  mav  purchase  Umbered  labd  and  prairie  in  couj unc- 
tion, if  they  desire. 

Resolved^  That  the  Committee  on  (he  Public  Lands  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  granting  to  the  Terri- 
tory of  Iowa  a  quantity  of  land,  whereon  the  seat  of  Govern- 
ment thereof  may  be  located. 

Resolved,  That  the  (Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  be  in- 
structed to  inqure  into  tiie  expediency  oi'  making  a  further  afi- 
prop riaiion  for  the  iinprovemeni  of  the  Des  Muines  and  Rock 
River  Rapidd,  in  the  MiMissippi  river. 

OamotionofMr  DOTV, 

Resolved^  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be  requested  lo  com- 
municaCo  to  the  House  of  Representatives  a  copy  of  the  report 
and  survey  of  the  Neenah  or  Fox  river,  of  Green  Bay,  made 
by  Mr.  J.  B.  Petnvat  un  ler  the  direction  of  the  Topographical 
Bureau,  and  also  sucii  iuformation  aa  he  may  have  of  the  route 
of  a  canal  from  Fond  du  Lack  to  Rock  river,  and  to  the  VVis- 
cuiiHiu. 

Re.iolvtd,  That  the  Comoiiiieo  on  Commerce  he  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  declaring  Green  Bay  and  Mil- 
waukie  pons  of  entry;  and  of  making  an  appropriation  for 

flacing  buoys  at  the  entrance  of  the  channel  of  the  Neenah  or 
ox  river;  and  that  the  report  of  Lieut.  J.  T.  llomans  con- 
tained in  the  document  No.  21,  of  tire  documents  ofihis  session, 
be  referred  lo  the  said  committt-e. 

Resolted,  That  the  Conimiitee  on  Territories  be  instructed 
10  inquire  intu  the  necessiiy  ef  chaneing  and  limiting  to  shorter 
I'criodsj  iho  tenure  of  oflice  of  the  Governor.  Secretary,  mem- 
bers of  the  Legislative  Asi^embly,  Judges,  Ai'orney  and  Mar- 
shal of  the  Territory  of  Wisconsin;  and  oi  defining  by  law  the 
commencement  itnd  termination  of  tlie  term  of  service  of  the 
Delei^ale  for  said  Territory  in  the  Ilou^oof  Repre-senutives. 

Rsaolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Tetritorie^  bu  instructed 
lo  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  e-'tablishing  a  eenoral  system 
of  internal  improvements  in  the  Territory  of  Wisconsin;  and 
of  providing  such  means  as  may  be  required  to  carry  the  same 
into  effect. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CRARY 

l^esolved^  That  the  Committee  on  Commeice  be  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  exp-diency  of  making  an  appropriation  for 
the  improvement  of  the  harbor  of  Mackinac,  according  to  the 
rocmiinenvlaiion  of  I^i'Muenaut  Thomas  of  tire  navy. 

On  mniion  of  Mr.  YELL, 

Rtsolved,  Thfii  the  Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims  be 
irniructeil  to  inquire  hito  the  piopriety  of  confirmini;  to  Major 
Henry  Wilson,  certain  tracts  of  land,  purchased  by  him  In  the 
State  of  Arkansas. 

Mr.  MIT.LER  submitted  the  following  resolution,  which,  un- 
der ihe  rule,  lies  over  one  day: 

Rtgolced.,  Th.it  the  select  committee  appointed  on  the  sub- 
ject of  (he  public  landij,  he  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expe 
diency  of  granting  to  each  of  the  States  of  Louisiana,  Missis- 
sippi, Alabama,  Arkansas,  Illinois,  Indiuna,  Michigan,  and 
Missouri,  a  quannty  oMand  to  be  applied  to  the  construction  of 
works  of  internal  improvement  within  tho*?e  States  respective- 
ly; which  land,  80  granted,  with  what  each  of  those  Siaies  have 
hereiotore  received  (if  any>  from  the  United  8istcs  for  such 
purp  isPM,  eh^ll  make  the  entire  erani  to  each  equal  to  that 
hcretolbro  granted  to  the  State  of  Ohio. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  MILLER, 

ResuiVt  I,  'li'iat  the  Committee  on  Military  Aflairs  be  in- 
structed f)  inquire  Into  the  fctiite  of  the  military  defences  on  the 
wesuni  '  '  iiierof  the  United  States,  and  into  tlie  expe«li  ncy 
of  aJopiiiii^  for  the  protection  of  caid  frontier  an  adequate  s^  s- 
le'u  of  dei'Hnce;  and  that  the  said  committee  be  further  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  making  an  appro- 
pri  ition  to  enable  the  United  Stales  Government  to  carry  into 
eileci  such  Hvstcm  of  defence  on  said  frontier  as  may  be  adopted 
for  iu*  permanent  proieciion  and  security. 

Ob  inoiior,  of  Ur.  HARRISON, 

Resolved,  That  the  Select  Committee  on  xleamboata  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  so  amending  the  act  re- 
euUiing  sisaniboutsand  other  vessels  propelled  by  steam,  so  as  to 
require  a!l  engineers,  before  tlicy  shall  be  allowed  to  act  as  such, 
i*>  bj  examined  by  a  cornpeteiu  board  of  persons  ap[>oin'ed  for 
that  fiurpO'C,  who,  upon  being  found  qualified,  shall  obtain  a 
xeriificaie  to  that  effect, 

T\y\\  they  further  inquire  into  the  expediency,  al*>,  of  rcj|uir- 
ing  all  pilots  ofKtiMn^boatsand  other  vessel  fjropelled  by  sieam, 
t  >  be  examined  in  like  manner,  and  if  found  qualitied  upon  such 
cxarnin  i  ion,  ::)h;xll  also  obt-.iin  a  certificate  of  his  qualificationA*. 

Thdi  they  funlier  inquire  into  the  propriety  of  amending  said 
act  uoas  t  •  pi-ohibit  any  person  from  acting  as  captain  or  com- 
mander of  any  steamboat,  until  he  shall  have:jerved  at  leat<t  two 
years  in  e!.iid  bUHfi  >cs8;  aisit,  into  the  expediency  of  requiring 
e/ery  applicant,  before  examination,  to  brins  forward  testimo- 
uiaU  of  hid  sober,  moral,  and  industrious  h-ibiia. 

Tiiat  the  Committee  on  Commerce  inquire  into  the  expedien- 
cy of  so  amending  the  laws  relative  to  debenture,  as  to  allow 
drawbacks  upon  goods  employed  in  the  trade  from  Missouri  and 
Arkansiw  to  Santa  Fe  and  otiitr  provinces  of  Mexico. 

O.i  mo; ion  of  Mr.  LYON, 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  ihe  Judiciary  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  changing  the  lime  of  holding  the  full  term 
o('  tha  Circuit  Court  of  the  United  States  for  the  southern  dis 
trir.t  of  Alabama,  ma  later  and  more  neallby  season  of  the  year, 
so  dHUi  prevent  a  failure  of  the  courts. 

O.i  motion  of  Mr.  CRABB, 

Rtsulved,  That  the  Committee  on  tbt;  Post  Office  and  Post 
Rootb  he  instructed  to  intiuire  into  the  expediency  of  provid- 
ing bv  law,  for  coniinuhig  ihe  present  mriil  facilities  to  the  peo 
pie  of    t^ic  Unite.!  SLale^ 

R''^olved,  That  the  Postmaster  General  be  ifi^rucied  to  re- 
pop  to  this  Hou««  whai  amount  of  fund»sin  ndilition  loihe  pro- 
rec.U  of  the  Po^t  Oflice  Department,  will  be  necessary  to  con- 
tinue, duringthe  present  year,  the  mail  facilities  on  ihj  present 
e<tHbli.shrnfnt  of  thit  Bepnrt;nenf;  and  also  to  report  to  this 
House  what  reduction  in  paid  mail  facilities  he  has  ordered, 
and  whether  such  reductions  have  been  general  in  any  r>art  of 
liie  Union,  in  dueproportij .  tothf^  f.ici!iiic^  hcreiofore  extend- 
ed to  ih^  different  States  rc«?pectively. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CASEV, 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Poat 
Roa  I.I  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  establish- 
in?  a  |xwi  route  from  .Shelby  ville,  in  Shelby  county,  by  Walk- 
or's  Settlement,  to  East  Nelson,  in  said  county,  State  of  Illinois. 


On  motion  of  Mr.  RaRIDEN, 

Resolvedj  Thai  Uie  CorMmiti«e  on  iho  Public  Lands  be  in- 
structed 10  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  reporting  and  pawing 
a  joint  resolution  authorizing  the  Commisidoner  of  Public 
Lands,  upon  proper  cases  made  out,  to  issue  duplicate  bounty 
land  war.antB,  when  the  originala  have  been  lost  or  destroyed. 

On  motion  of  *lr.  WHITE  of  Indiana, 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Commerce  be  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  amending  so  much  of  the  act 
"making  appropriations  for  the  improvement  of  certain  har- 
bors tnorein  mentioned  for  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  thirty-six,  and  for  other  purposes."  approved  July  4,  1836, 
as  prescribes  the  plan  for  constructing  the  harbor  at  Michigan 
city,  so  as  to  authorize  the  Secretary  at  War  to  determine  the 
plan  of  the  same. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BOON, 

Resolvodj  That  the  Comraittce  of  Ways  and  Means  be  in 
structed  to  inquire  iato  the  expediency  of  abolishing  the  duty 
on  alum  salt. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  EWING, 

Resolved,  Thai  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post 
Roads  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  changing 
the  mail  route  from  Green  Castle,  Putnam  county,  lo  Bowling 
Gre«n,  Clay  county,  Indiana,  so  as  to  pass  from  Manhauan, 
tlurough  the  town  of  Pleasant  Garden,  in  f>aid  county  of  Put- 
nam; also,  inttt  the  expediency  of  providing  fixed,  uniform 
rules  for  the  government  and  guidance  of  the  Post  Office  De- 
partment in  the  establishment  of  post  offices  in  lieu  of  a  discre- 
tionary power,  now  exercised  upon  this  polhu 

On  motion  of  Mr.  JOHNSON  of  La. 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  making  a  grant  of 
lands  to  tlie  State  of  Louisiana,  to  aid  m  the  construction  of  the 
various  works  of  internal  improvements  lasting  through  the 
lands  of  the  United  Siate«i  in  wliich  the  said  Slate  is  engaged. 

On  motion  «»f  Mr.  SHEPLOR, 

Resolved,  That  the  standing  Committee  on  the  Post  Office 
and  Post  Roads  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  instructed-  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  establishing  a  mail  r>^uie  from  Beth* 
lehem,  in  Stark  county,  Ohio,  by  way  of  Medina  to  lUiria,  in 
Lorain  county. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  HAMER, 

Resolved^  That  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affiiirs  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  establiahing  a  Hy- 
drographical  Bureau  in  the  Navy  Department. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  GOODE, 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Public  I^nds  be  in* 
structed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  reporting  a  bill 
authoiiziog  the  State  of  Ohio  to  purchase  the  United  Suites 
alternate  section  on  the  Miami  canal,  in  the  Stau:  of  Ohio, 
and  on  so  much  of  the  Manmee  caoal  as  lies  in  the  State  of 
Ohio,  at  two  dollars  and  fifty  cents  per  acre. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  GOODE, 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims  be 
instructed  to  inquire  Into  the  expediency  of  so  amending  the 
Senate  bill  now  before  them,  for  the  relief  of  Allen  HarailUin, 
Hiram  Todd,  and  Cyru<f  Taylor,  as  to  inaen  the  name  of  Jacob 
Haas,  so  as  to  entitle  him  to  the  provisions  of  said  bill. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  MAURY, 

Resolved,  That  the  Commiilee  of  Claims  be  instructed  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  so  amending  the  law,  allowing 
compensation  for  horses  or  other  [uoperty,  delivered  over  to 
Ihe  United  Scales  by  the  volunteers  in  Floriii.i,  as  le  embrace 
cases  in  which  such  delivery  was  made,  without  the  order  of 
the  Commanding  General,  or  other  commanding  officer. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  MAURY, 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  nf  Claims  be  instructed  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  extending  the  prnvisiona  of  the 
third  seciiyn  of  an  act,  approved  March  1,  18-37,  entitled  "An 
act  making  appiopriauon  for  the  support  of  the  army  for  the 
year  1636,  and  for  other  pur^>oee.s"  to  all  the  companies  of 
volunteers  and  mounted  men  whose  services  were  accepted  by 
the  Governor  of  Tennessee,  and  who  were  called  into  service 
under  requisiiions  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  or  from  generals 
commandine  the  troo(M  of  the  United  States,  at  any  lime  during 
the  year  1836. 

On  motion  ol  Mr.  CHEATHAM, 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  ihe  P<.»sl  Office  and  Poet 
Roads  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  so  amend- 
ir.g  the  law  in  relation  to  the  franking  privileges  of  members  of 
Congress,  as  to  curtail  the  privilege  to  sixty  days  before  and 
afterthe  rise  of  each  se-^sion  uf  Congress;  and  further,  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  curiailing  and  limiting  the  exercise  of 
the  frnnking  privileges  of  the  various  ofiices  uf  the  Executive 
Departments. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  TURNEY, 

Resolved,  That  the  Coiiiiniiieaon  KevolulioiiaFy  Claims  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  exp)ediency  of  providing  by  law- 
for  the  payment  of  commuialion  pay  to  the  heirs  of  Capt.  Sie* 
phcn  Merrit;  and  that  said  committee  also  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  providing  by  law  for  the  payment  of  commutation 
pay  to  the  heirs  ol  Capr.  Jiles  Raines;  and  thai  the  accompauy- 
III?  papers  be  referred  to  the  said  committee. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  J.  L.  WILLIAMS, 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  K evolutionary  Pensions 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  repealing  the  act  of  Congress  of 
the6ihof  April,  IdSS,  which  provides  in  certain  cases  for  the 
payment  of  iiensioners  at  the  Treasury  Department. 

Ou  motion  of  Mr.  SOUTHGATE, 

Resolved,  That  the  claims  of  Miles  W.  Dickey  and  James 
H.  McClure  and  Company  be  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Claims. 

On  moUon  of  Mr.  GRANTLAND, 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  MiliUry  AfTatrs  be  in- 
structed 10  inquire  into  ihe  e.xpediencv  of  making  provision  by 
law,  during  th^  present  soasion,  lor  the  payment  of  the  troops 
called  hito  service  by  the  Governor  of  Georg;  i,  lo  repel  the  in- 
vasion of  the  Indiana  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Okafinoka  swamp, 
and  the  ox  pen  es  incident  thereto;  and  that  a  letter  from  the 
Executive  of  Georgia  to  the  delegation  from  the  State,  enc'os- 
injf  one  from  the  Acting  Secretary  of  Wur  on  that  subject,  be 
ref'^rred  to  the  same  committee 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McCLELAN  of  New  York, 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Pensions  be 
instiucted  to  inquire  into  the  psoprieiy  of  granting  a  pension  to 
Nancy  Williams,  widow  of  David  Williams,  one  of  the  captors 
of  Major  Andre. 

Mr.  KEIM  offered  the  following  j  lini  resolution,  which  was 
twice  read,  and  committed: 

Resolved,  The  Senate  concurring  herein,  that  ihe  Joint  Com- 


mit(«e  on  the  Smiihaonian  bequest  be  iustructed  lo  ioqmire  into 
ihe  propriety  of  establishing  a  urofeasorshipof  the  G^rioaa  Uii> 
guage  as  a  pan  of  the  literary  instruction  in  tht  intended  8midh 
sonian  Inautute. 

Mr  GUSHING  said  that  he  was  consimined  by  ciccuo- 
stances,  and  by  the  questions  raised  in  various  quarters  touch- 
ing his  conduct  herein  the  matter  of  the  public  lands,  to  sobmit 
a  proposition  on  the  subject,  which  he  would  have  preTemd  to 
oner  at  some  other  lime,  when  his  views  might  be  accompaxued 
wiih  proper  explanations  and  statements,  but  wbicK  he  would 
now  submit,  to  go  with  other  propoaitions  on  the  subject  uno 
the  handa  or  the  select  committee. 

Resolved,  That,  for  the  purpose  of  relieving  the  whole  peo- 
ple of  the  United  Slates  from  the  inconveniences  attending  tlie 
present  relation  of  the  Federal  Government  to  the  Fedaral  do- 
main, and  at  the  same  time  securir«g  to  the  old  and  new  8i«iaf  • 
aline  their  just  and  lawful  rights  therein,  the  Selea  Comnikiae 
on  the  Public  Lands  be  instructed  to  consider  the  expediency  of 
providing  for  the  division  of  the  said  domain  among  ibe  asvetal 
6tates  of  the  Union  according  to  the  following  principles,  vix: 

1.  To  ascertain  the  quantity  of  said  domain  of  which  the  tide 
is  complete  in  the  United  States  by  th^  extinction  of  the  Indian 
occupancy,  distinguialiingthe  respective  States  or  Territories  in 
which  the  same  ia,  and  claasifying  the  same  according  to  its 
quality  and  value. 

2.  Tofixandesublishajustand  equitable  rule  or  ratio  for 
meaauring  theintereat  of  the  several  States,  respectively,  in  the 
said  domain,  allowing,  as  far  as  may  be,  eriualized  sharta  ihara- 
of.  in  quantity  and  in  value,  to  each  and  all  of  the  said  States;  the 
wholesgibject,howevet,  to  the  reservations  in  favor  of  the  new 
Slates  now  existing  by  law. 

3.  To  make  partition  of  said  domain  amon^  the  individual 
States,  by  cession  and  assignment  from  the  United  Staten,  to  the 
said  respective  States  in  severalty,  and  in  equalized  shares  ao  as 
above  limited,  measured  and  ascertained. 

4.  To  distribute  and  apportion  said  shares  in  such  wise  thai 
the  share  ceded  and  assigned  to  any  of  tho^  of  the  Sutes  in 
which  the  said  domain  partly  lies  shall  conaiM,  in  pert  or  in 
whole,  of  lands  within  its  own  Siae  limits;  thus  imutedi^Mif 
extinguishing  the  title  of  the  United  Suites  therein  so  far  forth, 
and  vesting  the  same  in  the  raid  Stale. 

5.  To  arrange  and  apportion  the  aaid  shares  ao  that  the  iote> 
real  in  the aoilufany  one  Stale,  la  be  acquired  by  any  ochac 
Slate  or  States,  in  virtue  of  said  partition  and  cesdoris,  sliall  be 
confined  to  one  or  more,  the  smallest  number  of  such  other 
Stales  consistent  with  the  observance  of  the  assumed  equal  laiia 
of  distribution. 

6.  To  regulate  and  define,  ly  organic  law  incorporated  in  the 
acta  of  cession,  the  relative  rishtsand  powers  over  the  landa 
assigned  to  one  State  within  the  limits  of  another,  which  ahaJI 
be  possessed  and  exercised  by  each  of  the  said  States. 

7.  Tu  make,  re()eat  and  continue  the  said  equal  partition  of 
the  Federal  domain  by  successive  graduated  alloimenla,  under 
the  direction  of  Congress,  until  the  whole  interaat  of  the  United 
Slates  therein  be  completely  extinguished,  and  vested  in  the  ae- 
veral  States. 

Mr.  CRAIG  submitted  the  following  resolution,  which  wae 
considered  and  rejecte<l: 

Reiolved,  That  die  first  Tuesday  in  February  next  ba  aet 
apart  for  the  consideration  of  House  bill  No.  546,  entitled  *'A 
bill  frranting  an  additional  quantity  of  land  for  the  location  of 
Revolutionary  bounty  land  warrants;"  the  aaid  bill  to  take  pre- 
cedence of  all  other  business  on  that  day. 

Mr.  MORGAN  submitted  the  following  reaoluiion,  which 
was  considered  and  rejected: 

Resolved,  That  from  and  after  Monday,  the  21  ft  ioetanl, 
the  hour  of  ihe  meeting  of  this  House  snail  be  11  o'clock, 
a.  m. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  ADAMS, 

Resolved,  That  ihe  powers  of  Congreaa  being  cnolerred  jl|r 
the  Conatiiuiion  of  the  United  States,  no  reaoluiion  \>f  thia 
House  cau  add  to  or  deduct  from  them. 

Mr.  KING  aubmtued  the  following  reaolutlun,  which  wee  le* 
jected: 

Resolved,  That  the  "bill  No.  696  reported  at  last  session"  lo 
establish  a  b'>ard  of  commisfiioners  to  examine  and  decide  cer- 
tain claims  against  the  United  States,  be  made  ilie  special  ctHIa 
of  the  day  fer  next  Friday  week,  and  every  succeeding  Prtdej 
thereafter,  until  said  bill  h  disposed  of. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CURTIS, 

Resolved,  That  ihe  communications  made  to'this  If oubb  bgr 
theSccreuiry  of  the  Treasury,  relathig  w  the  defalcailoD  of 
Samuel  Swartwout,  lau;  collector  of  the  port  of  New  Vork,  ia. 
compliance  with  two  lesolntiona  ofihis  House,  adopted  uo  the 
3l8t  December  Iap«t,  which  coinmunicatiuns,  amon^  ocher 
things,  express  the  opinion  of  the  Secretary  of  the  TreaMn7^.> 
iu  rcspeci  to  the  manner  in  which  the  late  naval  oficer  of  toe 
port  of  New  York,  discharged  the  (!utie8  of  his  office,  and  frcKii' 


which  communications,  among  other  things,  it  also  t  ,  , 
that  the  official  aurety  bond,  for  the  second  term  of  office  of  l_ 
said  Swartwout,  commencing  in  Blarch,  1S31,  required  by  law- 
tobcfiled  wiihhi  three  months  ihereaAer,  was  not  filed  wi^' 
the  Comptroller  of  the  Treas<jry,  until  the  year  1837,  bead 
to,  and  printed  with  document  13,  relaiiog  to  the  same  suh 
heretofore  ordered  to  he  printed. 

Mr.  JENIFER  submitted  the  following  resolution,  whi^i^ 
under  t-he  rule,  lies  over  one  day:  '  "  ^ 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildioge  be  ia- 
structed  to  inquire  inio  the  expediency  ofmakiugcompeaiiaiym 
to  Samuel  Atchison  for  an  injury  sustained  while  aiworkohtki 
fuiblic  huildines. 

Mr.  KENNEDY  sobmilied  the  following  resolution,  whMi 
was  read  and  rejected: 

Resolreil,  That  a  select  committee  be  appointed  to  inq^ilre 
into  the  expediency  of  establishing  a  naval  school  or  academj 
for  the  education  of  youn?  tnen  iiilen  led  lor  the  naval  service 
of  the  United  State?;  and  that  said  committee  l>e  authurizwL  if 
they  should  deem  it  proper,  to  report  a  plan  f<»r  the  organ iracloii 

of  Hiich  an  acjidemy,  the  inosl  eligible  site  for  thai -^^ 

such  other  matters  relating  thereto  as  they  may  think 
to  be  lirouicht  'o  ihe  conHideraiioo  of  this  House. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  YELL, 

Retofved,  Tlmf  ihe  Cotnmiitec  «n  the  Public  Landa         

!»'nieied  to  inquire  into  the  propriety  of  reviving  the  ac^  ^ult 
IS30.  authorizing  the  soldiers  of  the  late  war  to  surrender  i"     " 
military  bounty  fands,  whore  they  are  unfit  fer  cultivaiioa, 
til  yftkci  others  in  lien  thereof. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  J.  W.  WILLIAMS, 

Resolved,  Thai  tlie  Commiitee  on  the  Post  Olhce  and 
Roads  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expetlieocy  of  tx\ 
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iig  ihe  mail  loate  now  termitiating  at  PingreyTille,  New  Hamp- 
fajre. 

On  moUon  ©f  Mr.  LOGAN, 

Resolved^  That  6,000  extra  copies  be  printed  of  the  report  of 
he  select  committee  on  a  national  foundry. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BRONSON, 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Roads  and  Canals  be  in 
irueted  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  making  appropria- 
ions  for  the  (ul lowing  purposes: 

To  conscruci  a  road  from  JacksonTille  to  the  river  St.  Marys, 
1  Florida. 

To  build  a  bridge  over  the  Bayou,  between  Pensacola  and  iho 
lavy  vard. 

And  also  into  the  propriety  of  directing  the  appropriations 
nade  by  law,  for  the  construction  of  a  common  roaS  from  8t. 
kugu3tme  to  Picolata,and  repairing  the  bridge  over  theBt. 
lebostian,  for  said  purpose;  and  of  authorizing  its  use  by  the 
laitroad  Company  on  the  same  route. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  PETRIKIN, 

Resolvedt  That  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  be  insiracted 
)  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  bringing  in  a  bill  prohibiting 
ny  cleric  or  other  officer  ol  either  House  of  Congress,  or  any 
«nK>n  holding  any  ofRca  or  appointment  under  the  Gtovern- 
ient  of  the  United  States,  acting  as  agent  or  atuimeyinthe 
rosecution  of  any  claim  against  the  Government  of  the  United 
tatea,  during  the  pendency  of  said  claim  before  either  House 
f  Cengreas,  or  before  any  of  the  Departments,  agents  or  officers 
f  theOovcrnment. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CARTER, 

Resoived,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post 
Loads  be,  and  are  hereby,  instructed  to  inquire  iuto  the  expe- 
iency  of  ostablishing  a  mail  route  from  R^usviUe,  via  of  Grasey 
prings  and  Russellville,  to  the  mouth  or  Chucky  tiver,  in  the 
tate  of  Tennessee,  and  establish  a  post  office  at  Grassy  Springs 
n;1  RusseilviUe. 

On  moiion  of  Mr.  J.  M.  MASON, 

Rt»olvedi  That  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Poet 
Loads  bo  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  establish- 
igthefollowingpostrouiesin  Virginia,  viz:  From  Ridgeville, 
D  the  Northwestern  Turnpiico  Road,  in  Hampshire  county,  to 
iazani  Purge,  and  thence  by  Williamsport  to  Ridseville;  and 
nm  Ridgeville  to  Shelly  Mill,  in  same  county,  and  thence  by 
!addytown  to  Ridgeville. 

On  moiion  of  Mr.  DE  GRAFF, 

Resolved^  That  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs  be  instruct* 
I  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  allowing  compensation  to 
Vm.  D.  Jones,  esq.  the  Aroeriean  Consul  at  the  city  of  Mexico, 
irservicea  rendered  during  his  residence  in  that  place. 

Oil  ir.otion  of  Mr.  FILLMORE, 

Resolved^  That  the  Committee  on  Commerce  be  instructed 
» inq^iire  into  the  expediency  of  authorizing  accurate  surveys 
.td  charts  tj  be  made  of  such  parts  of  LaJcee  Ontario,  Huron, 
Irie,  Michigan,  and  Superior,  and  the  rivers  and  straits  con* 
ecting  the  same,  and  liie  bays  and  harbors  thereoi;  as  lie 
rithin  the  boundaries  of  the  United  States. 

On  moiion  of  Mr.  TOUCEY, 

Resolv^  That  the  ComniHtee  on  the  Judiciary  be  instruct- 
1  toinquire  into  the  expediency  of  confirming  the  estate  of  all 
ersons  claiming  an  interest  in  land  by  a  title  originating  under 

Spanish  grant,  permit,  or  order  of  survey,  and  derived  from 
xiveyancM  which  have  been  executed  in  good  faith  and  for  a 
tluable  consideration,  subsequent  to  an  act  of  Congress  relin- 
uUliing  the  title  of  the  United  States  to  such  land,  notwiihstand- 
i;  it  since  m  ly  have  been  ascertained  that  the  original  grant, 
ermit,  or  order  of  survey  upju  wliichsuch  act  was  predicated, 
rat  antedated  or  fraudnfent. 

On  moiion  of  Mr.  CHILDS, 

Reaolvedt  That  the  Committed  on  the  JuiUciary  be  Instruct- 
ed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  providing  by  law  for  fil- 
^  in  the  Supreme  Court  of  thu  i*ieLie  of  New  Yoric,  a  trau- 
cripi  of  all  the  judgments  rendered  in  the  district  courts  of  the 
Fniied  States  for  the  State  of  New  York. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  ALLEN  of  Vl 

R/s90lced^  That  the  Committee  en  Roads  and  Canals  be  in- 
iructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  causing  a  survey  ol 
le  sand  bar  in  Lake  Champlain,  between  the  towns  of  Milton 
nd  South  Hero,  for  the  purpose  of  erecting  a  bridge  on  the 
lid  bar  between  said  Milton  and  South  Hero. 

Ou  motion  of  Mr.  N.  JONlSS 

RMolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Conmierce  be  inr^tructcd 
3  inquire  into  the  propriety  of  authorizing  the  purchase  of  a 
u liable  number  or  copies  of  "Jones's  Digest  and  Tariff,"  for 
iie  use  of  the  offices  connected  with  the  customs. 

On  mouon  of  Mr.  PARKER, 

iiew^ved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  be  itisiruci- 
d  to  report  a  bill  allowing  costs  to  be  taxed  against  the  United 
katas,  in  all  suits  commenced  by  the  Unitel  States,in  which  ver^ 
ids  iriiall  be  (|iven  in  favor  of  the  defendants,  and  in  which  the 
Initad  States,  if  successful  in  the  suit,  would  recover  costs 
gainst  the  defendants. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  PRATT, 

Reaolvedf  That  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  be  in- 
truded to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  repotting  a  bill  di- 
eciiag  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  furnish  all  the  baok.^i, 
rom  which  he  may  re^iuire  returns  of  their  condition,  with 
'lank  copies,  so  as  to  insure  nnitormity  in  such  returns. 

Oa  motion  of  Mr.  MENEFEE, 

Rettolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Pousions 
e  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  granting  pen- 
ions  to  James  Hughes,  of  Montgomery  couoty,  Ky.  and  James 
;hristy  and  Archibald  Ramey,  of  Morgan  county,  Ky.;  and  of 
ricreasiag  the  pensions  of  John  Chadwick  of  Greenup  county, 
[y.;  Joseph  Smothers  and  Thomas  I^ewis  of  Morgan  county, 
ty.;  John  IkaUy  of  Montgomery  county,  Ky.;  and  Robert  Kin- 
:ead  of  Bath  county,  Ky.;  all  soldiers  of  the  Revolution. 

On  moiion  of  Mr.  TOWNS, 

Resolvedy  That  th  •  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post 
loads  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  refjortiog 
I  bill,  making  it  the  duty  of  postmai'ters,  upon  the  depoaite  of 
sUers  containing  money,  bills  ofexchange,  or  other  valuable 
lapers,  to  be  forwarded  by  the  due  course  of  mail,  to  give  a  cer- 
ificate  or  receipt  of  the  same. 

On  moiion  of  Mr.  J.  L.  WHXIAMS, 

Rejioloedj  T\M  the  Committee  on  Rcvolutionaiy  Pensions 
nqnire  into  ihe  expediency  of  repealing  the  act  of  Congress  of 
he6>h'nf  April,  1832,  which  provides,  in  certain  cases,  for  the 
)iymeni  of  pensioners  at  the  Treasuiy  Department. 

On  moiion  of  Mr.  SOUTHGATE, 

Reaolved,  That  the  claims  of  Miles  W.  Dickey  and  James 
J.McClureaod  Company,  be  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Claims. 


On  motion  of  Mr.  HARLAN, 

Reaolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims  in* 
quire  into  the  expediency  of  allowing  the  claim  of  Lewis 
Webb,  for  services  as  an  ofRcer  in  Um  war  of  the  Revolution. 

On  motion  e^Mr.  CAMPBELL, 

Reaolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Pos 
Roads  be  instructed  to  inquire  mto  the  expediency  of  establishing 
a  post  route  from  Marion  coun-honse,  in  South  Carolina,  by 
Potatoe  Red  Ferry  to  Conwayborough,  m  the  same  State. 

On  moiion  of  Mr.  L.  WILLIAMS, 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post 
Roads  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  establish- 
ing a  post  route  to  Louisvilie,  in  Surry  county,  North  Carolina. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  SHEPPERD, 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Pensions 
be  insirucied  u>  inquire  into  the  expe<tt*ioy  of  establishing  a 
pension  agency  at  Salem,  North  CaroUoa. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  SAWYER, 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Commerce  be  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  establishing  buoys  in  the 
waters  of  Pamlico,  Crowatan,  and  Albemarle  Sounds,  and 
Chowan  river. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McKAY, 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Poet  Office  and  Post 
Roads  be  insirurted  to  inquire  into  the  expediency-  (9r  per- 
mitting agricultural  publications  in  the  magazine,  pamphlet, 
or  other  form,  to  be  coAveyed  by  mail  free  of  postage,  or 
chargeable  with  newspaper  poaiage  only. 

On  moiion  of  Mr.  McKAY, 

Reolvedj  That  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  be  instructed 
toinquire  into  the  expediency  of  either  prohibiting  officers  of 
the  United  States  from  selling  or  exchanging  public  funds  in 
iheir  hands  for  the  purpose  of  profit,  or  ~or  providing  that 
the  profit  or  premium  received  shall  accrue  to  the  Govern- 
ment. 

On  motion  ofMr.  S4WYER, 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  be  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  prescribing  by  law  some  limi- 
Uition  to  claims  against  the  Government  of  the  United  States, 
and  also  to  prohibit  the  prosecution  of  any  claim,  aAer  it  has 
been  rejected,  except  upon  additional  testimony, 

Oft  motion  of  Mr.  TITUS, 

RestUved,  That  the  Committee  on  Manufactures  be  instruct- 
ed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  an  explanatory  act  In  rela- 
tion to  the  provisions  or  the  second  clause  of  the  second  section 
of  the  act  to  alter  and  amend  the  several  acta  imposing  duties  on 
imports,  approved  July  14, 183^  and  of  lite  fourth  section  of  the 
act  to  modify  the  act  of  July  14, 1812,  and  of  all  other  acts  im- 
posing duties  upon  imports,  approved  March  2, 1832. 

On  motion  or  Mr.  RUSSELu 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Commerce  be  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  establisliing  a  marine  lioepital 
at  Whitehall,  in  the  county  of  Washufigton,  and  Stale  of  New 
York. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  TAYLOR, 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  restoring  Job  Haw- 
kins, of  Dutchess  coimty,  in  the  State  of  New  York,  to  the  pen- 
sion liA. 

On  moiion  of  Mr.  McCLURE, 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revel utionary  Claims  be 
instructed  to  inqui  ^e  into  the  expediency  of  reporting  a  bill  al- 
lowing commutation  pay  to  Captain  John  Smith,  of  Cumber- 
land county,  Pennsylvania,  whose  papers  were  mislaid  by  the 
said  committee,  after  agreeing  to  report  in  favor  of  his  claim,  a 
the  last  session  of  Congresti. 

On  mution  of  Mr.  YORKE, 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Commerca  be  instructed  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  making  an  appropriation  f^r  the 
conslrnciion  of  a  road  frotn  the  light-house  at  Cohaney  point,  in 
the  Delawaro  bay,  to  the  main  land. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  JONES,  of  New  York, 

Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States  be  request- 
ed tu  co^nmunicate  to  thisHouste  whether  any,  and,  if  any,  wbat 
proceedings  iiave  been  had  in  relation  to 'he  requirements  of  the 
act  of  Congress,  approved  June  28ih,  1838,  providing  (or  the  ex- 
amination of  useful  inventions  designed  to  detect  the  causes  of 
and  preveniine,  explosions  of  eteamboilers. 

On  moiion  of  Mr.  MALLORY, 

Resolved,  Th»i  the  CommiiteA  en  the  Post  Office  and  Poet 
Roads  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  establish- 
ing a  post  route  from  Franklin  to  Somerstown,  via  South  Quay; 
in  ihe  county  of  Nansemond,  Virginia. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  HOWARD, 

Resolved,  Thai  the  Committee  on  Commerce  be  instructed 
U)  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  ptoviding  by  law,  that  all 
vessels  employed  in  the  merchant's  service  of  ih'e  United  States 
shall  be  obliged  to  have  on  board,  one  or  moro  boys,  as  appren- 
tices, in  proporii  >n  to  the  tonnage  of  the  vessel. 

On  moiion  of  Mr.  NAYLOR, 

Resolved^  That  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affiiirs  be  instruc- 
ted to  inquire  into  the  propriety  of  allowing  Mark  Hawkes- 
mouth,  the  pay  of  a  yeoman,  during  the  term  he  did  the  duties 
of  that  office  on  boani  the  United  States  schooner  Dolphin,  to 
wit,  from  the  4th  of  November,  1833,  to  the  20i\f  November, 
1835. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  HOPKINS, 

Resolved,  That  a  select  committee  be  appointed  to  inquire 
into  the  exiiediency  and  practicability  of  divorcing  by  law  the 
patronage  of  the  Federal  Government,  in  all  its  departMinnti", 
from  liie  public  press,  by  prohibiting  in  future  any  officer 
thereof,  in  his  official  capacity,  fiom  employing  any  conductor 
of  a  i»oliiical  jouniai,  or  others  in  any  way  connected  with 
such  journal,  to  execute  any  portion  of  the  public  printing; 
and  that  the  ^k\  cimmittee  be  authorized  and  instructed  to  re- 
port by  bill  thoreon  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  C.  MORRIS  submitteil  the  following  resolution,  which, 
under  the  rule<i,  lies  on  the  table  one  day: 

Resolved,  Thai  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be  direcicil  to 
inform  this  House  whether  the  fourth  instalment  of  the  surplus 
revenue  ha^bcfn  deposited  with  the  several  States,  as  provided 
by  ihc  .act  of  Congresw,  approved  June  23,  1836,  and  the  pay- 
meni  of  which  was  (by  an  art  of  Congresw,  approved  October  2, 
1837)  postponed  until  the  first  day  of  January,  1839;  and  if  not, 
why  it  is  withheld  contrary  to  law. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  submitted  the  following  resolution, 
which,  under  ihe  rules,  ll«s  over  one  day: 

Resolved,  That  the  Secreuiries  of  State,  of  War,  of  the  Trea- 
sury,  and  or  the  Navy,  and  the  Postmaster  General,  be  directed 
to  report  to  ibis  House  at  as  early  a  day  as  practicable,  the  nuoi  - 
ber  and  salaries  of  the  clerks  and  other  persons  employed  in 


iheir  respective  departments,  and  offices,  at  the  commence* 
meat  and  end  of  the  Presidency  of  General  Jackson. 

Mr.  GRAVES  submitted  the  following  resoluuon,  which  was 
considered  and  rejected: 

RestUved,  That  the  bill  of  this  House  proposing  a  purchase 
by  the  Government  of  the  stuck  held  by  individuals  in  the 
Louisville  And  Portland  caaal,  be  made  the  special  order  for 
Tuesday  the  29ih  inst.  from  and  alter  1  o'clock. 

Mr.  DROMGOOLE  submitted  the  following  resolution,  which 
under  the  rule  lies  over  one  day: 

Resoloed,  That  the  ru  ies  of  this  House  be  so  amended  as  to 
substitute  the  r/raroce  vote  of  the  members  in  all  cases  in 
which  the  ballot  isat  present  required. 

Mr.  R.  GARLAND  submitted  the  following  resolution;  which 
under  the  rule  lies  ovei  one  day. 

Resolved,  That  the  Postmaster  General  be  directed  to  com- 
nicate  to  this  House,  who  was  the  postmaster  at  Monroe,  in  the 
Stale  of  Louisiana,  on  the  first  day  of  August,  in  ihe  year  1^1, 
and  for  sir  years  previous,  and  who  is  the  postmaster  at  that 
offic '  at  that  time;  and  if  any  change  has  been  made,  when  it 
was  made;  that  he  also  communicate  whether  or  not  Bernard 
Hempkin|during  the  time  he  was  in  office,CQnducted  the  business 
in  a  raiihlul,  methodical  and  correct  manner;  also,  thatrhe  (the 
said  Postmaster  General)  do  communicate  to  this  House,  all  the 
documents,  letters,  or  papers,  of  any  kind,  addressed  to  him 
or  any  of  his  subordinates,  relating  to  ihe  removal  of  said 
Berniird  Hempkin  from  office,  (if  he  has  been  removed,)  and 
the  appointment  of  his  successor. 

Mr.  LEWIS  presented  a  memorial  of  the  Legislature  of  the 
StateofAlabama,  praying  that  compensation  may  be  made  to 
certain  citizens  of  said  State  for  depredations  committed  by 
Creek  Indians  prior  to  and  since  the  year  1836;  which  said  me- 
morial, accompanieil  by  resolutions  of  said  Leeislature  in  reJa. 
tion  thereto,  wfw  referred  to  ilie  Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  EWING,  on  leave,  pregenteda  petiticm  for  a  mail  route 
from  Washineton,  via  Telitl's  biidge,  Daviess  county,  to  Ed- 
wardsport,  Knox  county,  thence  to  Carlisle,  Sullivan  county, 
Indiana:  referred  to  the  Commiitee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post 
Roads. 

Mr.  ELMORE  submitted  the  following  resolutions,  which,  uc« 
der  the  tuIca,  lie  over  one  day: 

Resolved,  That  the  several  »^iatee  composing  the  United 
States  of  America,  ara  not  associate!  on  'the  principle  of  un< 
limited  submission  to  the  Federal  Govern  i  em,  or  to  the  House 
of  Congress,  or  either  of  them;  but  that,  by  ihe  Constitution,  iho 
people  of  said  States  constituted  one  Gei.eral  Government  for  spe- 
cial purposes,  and  delegated  to  ihalfj«vernment  certain  definite 
powers,  only  reservinir,  each  Siate  to  itself,  ihc  residua  y  mass  of 
right  to  their  own  self^gnvernmen;;  that,  while  the  (Constitution 
and  laws  of  the  United  States  i'->  attach  to  ilie  wh'>Io  people  of 
tlie  several  Siatee,  immediately,  in  those  matters,  within  the 
true  jurisdiction  and  confines  of  said  Constiiuiion,  anil  in  the 
mode  limited  and  dcfiucJ  thereby,  yet,  in  all  oilier  mailers,  the 
said  States  retain  each  all  its  rights  and  power.'^  under  its  own 
sovereign  and  separate  control;  that  to  this  Constitution  each 
State  acceded  as  a  separate  sovereign  State,  and  is  an  integral 
party,  and,  in  its  capacity  of  a  sovereign  State,  is  represented  In 
Congress  by  its  Senators,  duly  appointed;  that,  among  the  re- 
siduary rights,  sn  by  each  State  reserved,  is  that  of  ffcely  and 
fully  expressing  its  opinions  on  ail  subjects  delegated  to  tlie  Ge« 
iieral  Government,  or  touching  tho.  infraction  o~f  the  Oonstiiu- 
tional  compact,  and  of  communicating  the  said  opinions  to  Con- 
gress; and  that  it  is  the  Constitutionai  duty  of  the  Senate  and  cf 
the  House  of  Representatives,  respectfully  to  receive,  eiite  tain, 
and  consider,  and  mature  y  and  deliberately  to  decide  u|^on  all 
such  communications  addressed  to  it  by  eiihei  of  the  Stales  of 
this  Union;  and  the  summary  rejection  of  the  same,  without  their 
being  debated,  printed,  orrcfeired,  or  any  action  ivhatuver  hud 
thereon,  would  be  insultlns?  to  the  honor,  and  injiiriou»jio  the 
rights  and  intcreHU,  of  thesuid  sovereign  States  of  liie  Union. 

2.  Resolved,  That  the  Federal  Govornmenl  is  a  Government 
of  limited  and  specific  powen*,  derivoii  /lom  the  people  of  the 
Suttee,  thereby  confederaicJ  and  u;.ited,  and  to  aaid  Govern- 
ment by  them  gr  nted  under  the  Constitution;  that  alt  powers 
not  delegated  to  the  said  United  States,  by  the  Constitution,  nor 
prohibited  by  it  to  the  States,  are  reserved  to  the  Slates  respec* 
lively  or  to  the  people;  that,  therefore,  no  right  of  any  dtiuomi- 
nation  can  be  cancelled,  abridged,  restrained,  or  mcnlified  by 
the  Congresa,  by  the  Senate,  or  Houso  of  Ue[>rei)eulaiives,  act- 
inir  in  any  capacity,  by  ihc  Preflident,  or  any  Department  or 
officer  of  the  United  States,  except  in  the  instances  wherein 
power  i»  given  by  the  Consiitouon  for  those  purpo-ep;  and  that 
among  other  improcciipcible  and  cseential  right.?,  the  freedom 
of  conscience,  of  speech,  of  the  prce^  and  t'te  nghl  of  the  peo- 
ple peaceably  to  assemble  and  to  petition  the  Government  for  a 
redredsofgricvancefl,  are  u\  the  original  and  innate  immunity 
of  the  said  peopio  oithe  Ifnitetl  StafeB;  rights  of  theirs  not  de- 
rived from,  or  10  be  weakened  by  the  commoti  or  any  other 
positive  law  of  this  or  any  other  country,  but  itihereni  iu  liie 
said  people  as  a  people,  or  under  the  constitutions  of  the  several 
States,  by  and  to  the  paid  people  guarantied  and  consecrated 
forfver;  and  which,  by  reafon  thereof,  cannot  be  canrelled, 
abridged,  restrained,  or  modified,  constitutionallv,  by  any  of 
the  United  States  whaUKiever,  nor  in  any  form  of'law,  whether 
the  same  be  the  act  of  the  two  Houses  of  (Jongrcss,  or  of 
eiiher  of  them  separately.  But  the  same  were  thus  guarantied 
in  order  to  protect  Ihc  citizen  a^inst  tho  abuse  ol  |)owfer,  and 
not  as  the  means  of  assailing  the  ri«ht  of  others;  and  that  to  per- 
mit one  or  more  Sta'es,  or  their  cfiizens,  u>  convert  them  Liio 
an  instrument,  not  of  protection,  but  of  assault,  against  the  re- 
served rights  or  institutions  end  peace  of  the  other  States  or 
their  citizens,  or  of  the  Territories  and  of  this  District  and  their 
citizens,  would  be  a  manifest  violation  of  the  constitutional 
compact,  a  gross  breach  of  the  public  fHith,  tendinR  to  ctmvert 
the  brotherly  love  in  which  the  Constitution  ori^inuted  into 
hatred,  and  if  not  efleciually  arrested,  must  subveri  tho 
Union  iL':elf;  and  that  ihi^  body  owe? a ino.si  solemn  obligation, 
to  itself  and  the  people  oi'the  States  which  it  represents,  not  to  ' 
permit  itself  to  be  made  an  instrument  or  parly  to  an  attempt  so 
flagitious  and  dangerous. 

3.  Resolved,  That  the  peo|>le  of  the  United  States  did  ordain  and 
eetahlish  tho  Constitution  thereof,  in  nnlprnmonpsi  other  things 
"to  forma  more  perfect  union,  e.=5*ablishjusticpr,  insure  domes- 
tic tranquillity,  and  to  e-cr-ure  ilie  blessings  of  liberty  to  them 
and  their  poeteri'y;  ihnt  to  this  end  the  power.s  of  legislation 
were  vested  in  representative  and  deliberative  a«i!»emblies,  to 
wit:  a  Senate  appointed  by  the  .Statrs,  and  a  Tlnqae  of  Repre- 
sentatives chosen  by  the  people  of  the  State!";  tha',  in  the  exer- 
cise of  their  rights,  by  the  said  House  of  Representatives,  and 
the  members  thereof,  there  should  be  perfect  equality  and  full 
scope,  as  far  n  is  coosistem  with  the  proper  conducting 
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ihe  business  of  the  Houce,  on  aJl  suiijecu   within   its  consti 

tuiional    jurisdicUon;  but   m  permit   the   members  of  this 

House,  under  the  pretext  of  freedom  of  debate,  to   convert 

it    into   B   hall   to  discua-i   questions    beyond    its   jurisdicw 

tion,  and  to  denounce  and  atiaclc  the  domestic  instiiuttuns  of  a 

Ijortlon  of  these  diates,  es  eniial  to  tlieir  peace,  security,  and 

tranquillity,  and  the  property  of  their  citizens  existing  before, 

and  expreasly  guarantied  by  the  Constitution  itself,   would  b« 

disiruotive  of  all  harmony  amon^tlie  members  of  the  body,  in- 
C'unpatible  with  the  discharge  ut  its  acknowleJsod  duties,  and 
dosiructlveof  the  great  ami  avowwd  objects  for  which  the  Con- 
stitution, this  Union  created,  and  this  House  instituted. 

4.  litesulved^  therefore^  That  the  resolution  of  the  House  of 
R  preseniatives,  a  lopied  on  the  12ih  day  of  December  last, 
which  provides  that  every  peii lion,  memorial,  ani  resolution, 
proposition,  or  paper,  of  a  prescribed  class,  ''shall,  on  the  pre- 
sentation thereof,  without  any  further  action  thereon,  be  laid 
OR  the  table,  without  being  debated,  printed,  or  referred,"  resson 
gi  eat  and  fundamental  principles  of  the  Constitution,  and  on  pub- 
lic faith  aud  honor,  the  ob.^ervance  of  which  is  essential  to  the 
peace,  tranquillity,  and  security  of  the  iitaies  which  compose 
the  confederacy,  and  the  safety  and  continuance  of  the  Union; 
and  ib«i  this  House,  in  adopting  the  said  r^oluiion,  has  but 
fulfilled  itsconsiitutiunal  oblig.^tions  and  duties,  without  in  any 
wise  infracting  the  legitimate  limits  of  thu  right  of  petition,  the 
fieedom  of  debate,  or  the  constitutional  equal  rights  of  the 
members  of  tips  body. 
O.i  mr>!ion  of  Mr.  C.  If.  WILLIAMS, 

RssoiveJ^  That  the  Secretary  o(  War  be  directed  to  report  to 
this  House  tlu>.  manner  of  the  expenditure  of  the  tI50,00Q  ap- 
propriated during  the  last  session  of  Congress  fnr  (tie  erection 
and  repixir  of  arsenals  on  the  Western  waters,  and  to  specify 
th'^  particular  expenditure  on  each. 
On  mouon  of  Mr.  UNDERWOOD, 

/?«?o/ccd,  That  the  Secretaries  of  State,  of  War,  of  the  Navy, 
and  of  the  Treasury,  be  respectively  directed  to  inform  this  Ifouso 
whether  the  reports  of  the  standing  committees  of  either  House 
of  Cjngress  are  recognised  by  th  ;  accjunting  officers  in  their 
depaitmcnts  bls  a  proper  found<aion  upon  which  to  allow  a 
daim  against  tho  Government  after  the  same  has  been  rejected; 
and  how  many  claims,  if  any,  hive  been  allowed  within  the 
last  two  years  in  consequence  of  such  reports,  after  the  same 
have  been  first  rejected  by  the  proper  accounting  officers. 

Mr.  POPE  submitted  the  followinir,  whi(*h  was  read,  and 
committed  t«  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union,  viz.: 

Whereas,  according  to  the  clear  intent  and  meaning  af  the  7th 
section  of  the  Ist  article  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States, 
which  providi^M  that  all  bills  for  raising  revenue  shall  originate 
In  the  Hou^  of  Representatives,  and  the  9th  section  of  the  same 
article,  which  provides  that  no  money  shall  be  drawn  from  the 
Treasnry<4iut  in  consequence  of  appropriations  mcuie  by  law,  the 
control  ana  safe  keeping  of  the  public  moneys  belong  to  the  re- 
presentatives of  the  people: 

1st.  There/ore,  resuived,  Thata  ia^w  ought  to  be  parsed  by 
Congress  to  divorce  the  public  purse  from  the  custody  and 
control  of  the  President  and  all  officers  removable  at  his  plea- 
sure, and  to  provide  that  no  money  shall  be  drawn  from  the 
Treasury,  or  places'  designated  for  the  deposite  und  security 
of  the  public  money,  either  by  the  mandate  of  the  Executive 
o*  the  Juiiiciary. 

2d.  Thai  the  public  Treasury  ought  to  be  made  independent 
ofihe  Executive  and  Judicial  Departments,  and  subject  only  to 
t')e  control  of  the  Legislature. 

3J.  Tim  the  Treasurer  of  the  Uni'.ed  State.<»  ou^hi  to  hold 
his  tiflke,  nut  at  th«  pleasure  of  the  President,  but  during  his 
g>oJ  bohiiviour,  aiul  the  term  for  which  he  may  be  ap^juint- 
e.J,  subject  to  rcmovai  only  by  impeachment,  or  upon  the 
aldress  of  a  majority  of  the  House  of  Representatives  and  the 
Sdnaie. 

4th.  That  all  the  officers  to  be  employed  or  concerned  in  the 
collection  or  receipt  of  the  public  revenue,  whose  compensa- 
tion does  not  exceed  the  sum  of  dollars,  ought  to  be  appoint. 
0-1  by  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States  renioveable  by  him 
for  reasonable  cause,  to  be  reported  to  Congress  at  their  next 
session;  but  the  expression  of  political  opinion,  without  parti- 
san violence  or  unbecoming  interference  in  elections,  ought 
not  to  be  deemed  cause  fur  removal,  and  fitness,  integrity,  and 
^ooi  behavior  ought  to  be  the  essential  requisites  in  a  public 
officer. 

uili.  That  ih-i  public  dues  ought  lo  ba  paid  to  the  keepers  or 
Jep!»8iiaries  of  the  public  money,  designated  by  Conzress  or  un- 
d>:r  their  auth^riiy,  instead  of  thu  collectors  and  receivers,  as 
ntw  authorize  1  by  law. 

6(h.  That  the  guardianship  and  control  of  the  public  money 
ajdiened  by  the  Constitution  to  ihw  Legislature  has  been  lung 
iHjlifby  the  enlightened  friends  of  freedom  io  England  and  the 
United'  Staces  its'  the  best  and  only  ctfeciual  security  to  the  liber- 
ties of  the  people,  and  that  all  laws  necessary  avid  proper  ought 
to  bopa^eil  to  maintain  inviolate  this  essen'tial  und  only  barrier 
to  «!orrupt  administration  and  Hrbitrary  power. 

Mr.  HAYNES  presented  several  joint  resolutions  of  the  Ge- 
nera' As.'iembly  of  the  State  of  Georgia,  viz: 

First.  Requiring  the  Senators,  and  requsstins  the  Represen- 
tatives from  the  S'ate  in  the  Congress  of  the  tinned  States  u> 
apply  the  proper  authorites  to  have  established  a  miil  route 
three  times  a  week,  fruai  Augusta,  in  said  State,  to  Tuscaloo- 
Bi.  in  AlitbAma— lobe  carr  ed  on  the  Georgia  railroad  to  its 
wesUim  terminus,  tiiunce  in  fonrhorsj  coaches. 

rtocoud.  Raquesting  the  said  Senators  and  Representatives 
t)  procure  the  establisl.inent  of  a  direct  mail  route  from  Mil- 
le(I<;eville  to  Rossville. 

Third.  Requesting  the  said  Senitors  and  Representatives  tti 
have  a  mad  route  csuiblished  fiom  Double  Wells,  on  the  Geor- 
gia railroad,  to  Washington,  in  Wilkes  county;  thenc«  to  Clark- 
vjle,  by  Elberton  and  Clarksville. 

Fourth.  Requesting  the  siii I  Senators  and  Represenuitives 
to  have  a  mail  route  established  fromCltrksvitle,  by  llaber- 
aha  ',  to  Clayton,  in  Rabun  county;  also  from  Perry's  Mills, 
in  Tatn  ill  county,  to  Erlen,  in  Effingham  county;  also  from 
U  iwkinsville  to  Troupville. 

Fifh.  R3<picsiin?a  lid  Senators  and  Representatives  to  pro- 
curti  ih^estabMshment  of  a  mail  route  from  theciiyof  Aujus- 
ta,  by  Waynesboro'.  Swansboro.'  Mount  Vernon,  Lumber  city, 
Jacksonville,  Troupville,  and  Thomasville,  in  Georgia,  to  TaJ- 
1  aha^sce,  in  Florida. 

On  moii  >n  of  Mr.  D  VWSON, 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be  instructed  to  report 
to  this  House  the  correspondence  between  that  Department 
and  General  John  W.  A.  Sandford,  a^  agent  of  the  Creek  Indians 
west  of  the  river  Mississippi,  including  that  })art  of  said  corra- 


spondcnce  louchinv;  the  supplies  purchased  by  the  officers  of 
Government  for  safd  Indians,  and  how  said  supplies  were  dis- 
posed of,  and  by  whom,  and  why;  also,  the  correspondence  be- 
tween sail!  agent  an  J  that  Department  in  rolallon  to  the  mission- 
aries amoiu  said  Indians. 

Resolved  furthery  Tiial  said  Department  be  instructed  to 
communicate  to  this  House  how  the  supplies,  purchased  by 
the  Government  for  tJie  army,  sent  to  the  Cherokee  coiiniry 
during  the  past  year,  after  the  discharge  of  said  army,  were 
dispased  of— the  quantity  of  said  supplies  sold  by  the  onler  of 
tiie  Government — lor  how  much  they  were  sold,  and  by 
whom^and  the  instructions  under  which  said  supplies  were 
sold,  and  such  other  information  touching  the  disposition  of 
said  supplies,  which  the  Secretary  mav  think  important  to  be 
known  to  this  House;  and  especially  whether  any  order  Issued 
from  that  De|)arimeiit  requiring  said  supplies  to  be  sold  for 
specie  or  Treasury  notes,  and  in  what  kmd  of  funds  were  said 
supplies  purchased  for  the  Government;  whether  in  the  bills  of 
the  State  Ijanks,  or  specie  and  Treasury  notes. 

The  said  resolutions  were  read,  and  the  rule  which  requires 
the  same  to  lie  on  the  table  one  day  being  dispensed  with,  they 
were  considered  and  agreed  to. 

Mr.  TOWN'S  presented  a  joint  resoInUon  of  the  General  As 
sembly  of  the  Siato  of  Georgia,  instructing  the  Senators  and  re- 
que^iiing  the  Representatives  of  ihat  State  in  Congress  to  urge 
the  immediate  adjustment  and  settlemont  of  claims  for  horses, 
ths  property  of  volunteer  soldiers  in  ?<elson's  brigade,  lost  in 
the  campaign  of  that  brigaile  in  Florida,  and  in  its  inarches  to 
and  from  Florida;  which  resolution  was  referred  to  the  Com* 
mittte  on  Military  Affairs. 

Mr.  IIOLSEV  prcsenieJ  a  joint  resolution  of  the  General  As- 
sembly of  ih^'  State  of  Georgia,  ins  ructing  the  Senators  and  re- 
questing the  Refireseniaiives  of  that  State  in  Congress  to  exert 
themselves  to  have  compensation  made  to  such  persons  as  had 
their  crops  burned  and  their  property  destroyed  by  the  United 
States  tn>opsi>ouihof  Wale's  line;  which  resolution  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  TILL1NGHA8T  submitted  the  following  joint  resolu- 
tion; which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

Whereas  examinations  and  surveys  have  heretofore  been 
made  in  the  Narraganset  Bay,  in  Rhode  Island,  with  a  view  to 
mditary  and  naval  establishments,  and  reports  have  been  made 
to  the  Navy  Department,  and  communicated  to  Congress,  con- 
taining evidence  of  the  fitness  and  advantages  of  a  place  upon 
the  wateri  of  that  bay  for  a  naval  depot, 

Resolved,  ^'c.  Th  t  the  Secretory  of  the  Navy,  as  eo9n  as 
may  be,  cause  such  further  examinations  and  surveys  to  be 
made  as  are  in  his  opinion  neces:>ary  for  ascertaining  the  fit- 
ness and  the  relative  advantages  or  disatlvantages  of  a  place  in 
the  said  Narragansett  Day  for  a  naval  establishment,  yard,  and 
depot,  on  shore,  and  the  best  location  thereof  in  said  bay;  with 
estimates  of  probable  expense;  and  that  said  estimates  and  tlie 
reports  of  said  examinations  and  surveys,  when  made,  and  all 
puch  evidence  as  is  now  or  may  then  be  in  possession  of  his 
Department  as  to  such  fitness  and  arlvantages  or  disadvantages, 
be  by  '.he  said  Secretary  communicated  to  Congress  as  soon  as 
may  be,  wilJi  such  views  and  opinions  as  be  may  deem  impor- 
tant. 

Resolved,  further,  That  for  carrying  this  resolution  into 
eff»»ct,  there  bo  now  appropriated,  and  there  is  hereby  appro- 
priated, the  sum  of  one  thousand  dollars,  out  of  any  money  iji 
the  Trea-ury  not  oihcrwrise  appropriated. 

Mr.  MONTtJO^IERY  moved  the  following  resolutions,  viz: 

Resolved,  That  the  public  lands  belon<^ing  to  the  United 
.•Stales  is  a  remainder  of  a  joint  common  stock,  belonging  to  the 
people  of  the  United  Scales  and  Territories,  that  may  and  should 
be  disposed  of  by  Congress,  among  the  rightful  owners,  by 
some  equitable  plan  of  distribution. 

Resolved,  That  a  select  committee  of  this  House,  consist- 
ing of  twenty  six  members,  one  chosen  from  each  State,  be  in- 
structed to  prepare  and  report  to  this  House  some  plan  for  an 
equitable  distribution  of  the  public  lands,  or  their  proceeds, 
among  the  richtful  owners. 

Debate  arising  on  these  resolutions,  they  were  laid  over  under 
the  rule. 

Mr.  COLES  moved  the  folio  win*  resolution,  viz: 

Resolced,  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be  directed  to  commu- 
nica.te  to  this  H  »use  a  statement  showing  the  number  of  Indians 
annually  removed  from  the  eastern  to  the  western  side  of  the 
Mississippi,  from  1769  to  1833,  inclusive;  with  the  quantity  of 
land  annually  purchased  of  the  Indians;  the  sums  of  money 
annually  paid  to  the  Indians;  and  the  quantity  of  land  granted 
each  year  for  common  schools,  roads  and  canals,  colleges  and 
universities,  and  to  the  States,  jpublic  institutions,  and  individu- 
als, duriiig  the  same  period. 

The  rule  which  requires  this  resolution  to  lie  on  the  table 
one  day  being  dispensed  with,  it  was  read,  considered,  and 
agreed  to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  HUNTER,  of  Virginia,  the  Hous«,  by  con- 
sent, proceeded  to  chf>  consideration  of'' the  resolution  submitted 
by  him  on  the  8ih  of  January  instant,  in  i-elation  to  the  mode  of 
collecting  and  disbursing  the  public  revenue;  and  the  said  reso- 
lution being  read,  and  modified  by  the  mover,  was  agreed  to  by 
the  House;  nnd 

Mr.  Hunter  of  Virginia,  Mr.  McKay,  Mr.  Briggs,  Mr.  Elmore, 
Mr.  Ogle.  Mr.  Moore,  Mr.  Calhoon  of  Kentucky^  Mr.  Williams 
of  New  Hampshire,  and  Mr.  Martin  were  appointed  a  ooni- 
lAittee  in  pursuance  of  said  resolution- 
Mr.  T-ALIAFERRO  .'submitted  the  following  joint  resolution 
for  amending  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  viz: 

Rfisolved  hy  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of 
the  United  Stales  of  America  in  Congress  asseinhled^  (twii- 
tliirds  of  both  Houses  concurring,)  That  the  foTlowing  amend- 
ments ui  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  be  submitted  to 
the  Legislatures  of  the  several  States,  which,  when  ratified  by 
the  Legislatures  of  three-fourths  of  the  States,  shall  form  a 
pan  of  the  Constitution  of  theUnit'sd  States,  any  thing  therein 
to  the  r»ntrary  notwithstanding,  to  wit: 

1st.  That  from  and  at  the  adoption  of  this  amendment,  the 
term  for  which  the  then  Senate  of  the  United  Slates  shall 
have  been  elected  shall  cease;  the  several  Sutes  shall  pro- 
ceed to  elect  Senators  lo  serve  four  yenr.4,  and  in  all  time  there- 
after to  elect  Senators  to  serve  four  yeara,'and  no  longer,  in  the 
Senate  of  the  United  States;  the  elections  to  be  made  in  the 
same  manner  as  is  now  prescribed  by  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States. 

2d.  That  upon  the  first  meeting  of  the  Senate  under  an  elec- 
tion in  pursuance  of  the  foregoing  amendment,  the  Senators 
shall  be  divided  into  two  classes  by  lot;  and  the  term  of  service 
of  ono  class  shall  ceaae  at  the  expiration  of  two  years,  so 


that  a  moiety  of  the  Seaa.e  shall  be  elected  every  two  year^ 
thereafter. 

3d.  That  the  term  of  service  of  the  President  and  Vice  Pren-   . 
dent  of  the  United  States  shall  be  four  yearn;  and  tliat  thesuBc 
individual  shall  not  be  elected  lo  those  ofhcej»  resipectively  itrj 
terms  in  succession. 

4th.  That  the  assent  of  the  President  of  the  United  States  to 
bills  passed  by  the  two  branches  of  Congress,  be  dispensed 
with. 

5th.  That  the  power  of  the  President  of  the  United  States  lo 
remove  from  office,  and  to  fill  vacancies  thus  create*!,  ianot  a 
power  conferred  on  him  by  the  Conaiiiuiion  expressly,  cr  by 
necessary  construction  of  any  jtower  delegated  to  him  Ijy  ihii 
instrument. 

6ih.  Thattheonly  provision  made  in  the  Consti; ui ion  of  the 
United  States  for  removal  trom  office,  is  the  oiocuss  cii  itnp«aclc 
ment,  and  that  clause  in  that  instrument  which  vesus  in  (nii- 
gressthe  authority  to  pass  all  laws  necessary  to  carry  into  eifect 
all  the  powers  vested  by  the  Constitution  in  the  Govennufiu  uf 
the  United  States  or  any  Department  Uieieof.  It  shall  iliert- 
foie  be  required  by  Conarcss  to  provide  for,  and  to  rr  guUicby 
law,  all  that  concerns  the  removal  from  offico,  or  the  filling 
of  vacancies  in  office  which  may  happen  during  the  rtcaa  oi 
the  Senate. 

7th.  That  all  appointments  to  office,  except  such  .as  may  be 
otherwise  directed  by  law,  shall  be  made  by  the  Senate,  tira 
voce,  on  nomination  by  a  member  of  that  body. 

8ih.  That  it  shall  bo  the  duti-  of  the  President  of  (lie  U.iiteil 
States  to  commission  all  the  officers  to  lie  ap^ininte  I  uudi>r  die 
Government,  whether  civil,  military,  or  naval;  and  to  exj>re«) 
in  each  commission  the  term  of  ■s^^rvice  of  the  officer,  as  the 
same  shall  be  prescribed  by  law  or  the  Cuasiiiution  of  ilie 
United  States. 

Ordered.  That  the  said  resolution  be  committed  to  tlie  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  House  on  the  state  of  the  Union 

Mr.  PETRIKIN  moved  the  following  resolution,  viz: 

Resolved,  Ttiat  the  fSecretary  of  the  Treasurer  be  directed  to 
communicate  to  this  House  a  statement  showing  the  amouiit 
of  money  expended  annually  by  each  adminiftnition  of  ih« 
Government  from  the  4th  of  March,  T/SQ,  to  the  4tii  uf  March, 
1837,  with  the  amount  of  public  money  lost  annually  by  ^ 
falcations  of  public  officers;  designating  what  amoumhas  been 
lost  by  collectors;  and,  also,  the  number  of  public  offio^rsaD- 
nually  in  the  employment  of  the  United  Sutes  under  each  of 
said  administrations,  with  the  number  who  have  embezzled  the 
public  money  committed  to  their  charge;  (showing,  in  like 
manner,  the  amount  of  public  money  lost  annually  by  us'ng 
banks  as  depoeitonea,  or  receiving  their  notes  in  payment  oi 
public  dues. 

The  said  resolution  was  read, and  the  rule  which  rt-quiresibe 
same  to  lie  upon  the  table  one  day  being  dispensed  with,  it  was 
considered,  and  agreed  to. 

Mr.  POTTS  moved  the  followini^  rewdution,  viz: 

Resolvtdy  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be  directcil  to 
furniiih  this  House  with  a  tabular  statement  showing  the  quan-  - 
tity  and  description  of  iron,  whether  for  rail,  oads  steamboats, 
or  for  other  purposes,  which  has  been  imported  free  of  duty,  oi 
on  which  the  duty  has  been  remitted  since  the  first  day  of  Ja- 
nuary, 1832,  together  with  the  names  of  the  pera  <n  or  |)€r8on» 
importing  the  same,  and  the  amount  of  the  revenue  which  would 
have  accrued  to  the  Government  had  tlie  duties  been  charged 
regularly  thereon. 

The  said  resolution  was  read,  and  the  rule  which  requires 
it  to  lie  upon  the  table  one  day  being  dispensed  with,  it  was 
considered,  and  agT'  ed  to. 

Mr.  DARLINGTON  moved  the  following  resolution,  viz. 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be  directed  to  com- 
municate to  this  House  any  examination  or  survey  thai  ii:ay 
have  been  made  of  the  harbor  of  Marcus  Hook,  on  the  rivet 
Deliware,  in  the  State  of  Perui^ylvania,  under  the  direction  of 
the  Chief  Engineer;  together  with  an  estimate  of  the  sum  of 
money  necessary  for  repairing  and  imprnviug  said  harbor. 

The  rule  which  requires  this  resolution  u>  lie  on  the  table 
one  day  being  dispensed  with,  it  was  read,  con»iJercd,  aiid 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  AYCRIGG  submitted  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  ^he  Secretary  of  the  Navy  be  ilirccted  to 
cause  to  be  laid  before  this  Houss  seven  lumdred  and  fifnr 
copies  of  the  chart  of  Newaik  bav,  and  of  the  sand  bin;  in  liie 
vicinity  of  said  bay,  recently  .*;urveyed  by  Lieut.  Gedney. 

The  rule  which  rapiires  this  resolution  lo  lie  oa  the  table  one 
dav,  being  dis«npn8cd  with,  It  was  read,  considered,  and  agreed  la 

Mr,  RANDOLPH  submitted  the  followinz  resolution,  viz: 

Resolved.  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be  requireil  to  furiiish 
thisHou^e  wi'h  a  statement  of  the  contnicts  entered  into  by  the 
the  engineer  superintending  the  improvements  of  Little  Bb^ 
harbor,  under  the  several  appropriations  made  for  ihat  pur- 
pose; also,  copies  of  sail  engineers'  arcountp,  with  a  tabular 
statement  of  the  quantity  and  kind  of  the  mattriala  (and  t>« 
prices  of  the  same;  used  In  the  work,  toi^ether  with  the  nam« 
of  the  persons  to  whom  any  part  of  said  appropria'ions  Itave 
been  paid,  and  the  amounts  paid  to  them  respt  ciivcly;  ax;d 
also,  tnat  the  Secretary  of  War  inf  rm  the  Hou'i-  of  the  ni^vle 
of  improvement  adopted  by  said  engineer,  and  wherein  it  dif- 
fers from  the  mode  originally  proposed  for  ihe  iinproveoient  of 
said  harbor,  as  well  m  the  cost  and  permanency  of  ihe  fAtne  »a 
in  the  mannt^r  of  construction;  and  whether  the  jianial  des'rwc* 
tion  of  the  improvements  by  storm?,  and  the  co..«tof  the  BaoM 
beyond  the  original  estimate,  are  not  owing  in  a  gieai  Riessuret 
to  the  departure  of  the  said  engineer  from  Uie  plan  of  improve 
merit  originally  proposed;  or,  if  not,  to  whu-.  caunc  the  same 
mav  be  attributed. 

*  The  Tul^  which  requires  this  resolution  to  He  on  the  table  ooa 
day  being  dispensed  with.it  was  read,  considered,  and  agreed  t*. 

Mr.  PECK  submitted  tho  following  resolutions,  viz: 

Resolced,  That  the  Secretary  of  War  bt?  directed  'o  comer  »- 
nicaie  to  this  House  whether  the  annijiiics  due  the  Seneca  lu- 
dians  in  the  years  1637  and  I83S,  have  been  paid:  and,  ir»n^  at 
what  time,  and  Jn  what  manner,  and  by  whom  the  paine  were 
paid;  aud  whether  any  gcK).l3  h^ve  been  paid  or  offered  to  be 
paid  losaid  Indians  on  account  ofany  such  annuity;  and.  if***, 
by  what  authority  the  same  were  paid  or  offered  to  he  'Uui;  atrWl 
irthe  said  annuities,  or  any  ^■>nrtio^  thereof.  >eniain  uaiv.id.  c?c: 
were  not  pai  1  at  the  time  when  the  .*!nnic  became  due,  the  rea- 
son why  the  p'»yment  thereof  w.is  delayeJ:  nnd  al!w>  t  «*,>mmt»« 
nicaie  to  this  H'>u'»*»  cipiei  of  all  c>rr«'s.)'jadence  i.i  relation  ^ 
the  same  since  the  I9th  day  of  .March  laf.  ■ 

Resolved,  That  he  also  furnish  this  House  wirh  a  detaifadi 
statement  of  the  "expenses  of  the  deli'gation  of  J^enera.*  ofNct* 
York  opposed  to  the  treaty,"  atnounting  to  #769  23;' andtlki^ 
"expenses  of  the  delegation  of  Indians  in  favor  of  the  treaty.  ^^ 
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;  uDovnting to #9 TOD;" an!  ihe  expentes of  sabmitlinf  the  trea- 
ty ro  ihc  sereral  bandd  of  New  York  Indiana,"  amounting  to 
1^000;  arul  aimt  the  'expenses  of  certain  Indian  dclt^-gations, 
P  tmoaotinf  lo  92,630,  as  contained  in  a  report  from  the  Indian 
dtjanflKTiir,  accompT^nfing  the  President's  message,  partica- 
Itfly  tpecifjing  in  eadi  caM  the  oamea  of  the  persons  to  whom 
tkiDiXKy  wa«  paid,  the  amount  to  each,  the  time  when  paid, 
tal  the  fcTricei  or  <Mhcr  thing  for  which  paid- 

Tbf  rub>  which  reqtJired  th^  resolutions  to  lie  on  the  table 
(xs  (Uy  being  diapeused  with,  they  were  read,  coaaidered,  and 
l|.ecd  10. 
Hr.  LOOMIS  9ubmit:ed  the  following  resolution,  viz; 
Rfgc^cd.  Thai  the  Postmaster  General  be  directed  to  report 
lotlieHausieof  RepresenuttiTes,  at  tlie  commencement  or  the 
fine  session  uf  iht-  next  Congress,  a  modification  of  the  present 
nin  of  p»4t  >e(%  to  take  efTect  at  such  future  time  as  may  be  ex- 
pedent,  having  reference — 

1.  Tu  lilt  greatest  amount  of  benefit  to  be  attained  at  the  least 
expense. 

2  To  the  relative  proportion  and  differenre  which  .ought  to 
eiHt  between  the  rates  of  postage  on  mantiscript  patceis  and 
prinrfti  farceis. 

.1  T»  the^qaaliraiioo  of  the  rafca  of  postage  on  printed  and 
Ki  nia/i!i9crtpi  {>.ircels,  each  with  reference  to  its  own  class,  and 
to  pmfwruan  :n  the  entire  expense  of  the  care  and  iraiisratasloa 
oftb«ao)e. 

Tne  ru!f  which  requires  this  resolution  to  lie  on  the  table  one 
dsT  bein?  dispensed  with  it,  it  was  read,  considered,  and  agrted 
!y. 
Mr.  HAI.L  moved  the  following  resolution: 
R'm-'r€d,  That  th»'  Secretary  of  War  be  directed  {to  inform 
(h»  Hoti«e  what  amount  of  claims  has  been  adjusted  and  paid 
DAdercJie  prnviaione  of  the  third  section  of  the  art  o(  July  5, 
1'32,  iot  liquidating  auid  paying  rcrtain  claims  of  the  State  of 
Virpnia.  dursrt?  each  of  the  filial  years  since  the  pansa^e  of 
nid  «ei;  w.at  rale  of  evidence  and  principles  of  action  nave 
b»n  ad'^pted  by  the  Depari'ment  in  adjusting  such  claims; 
»hrth#r  ju\Jsmcnis  obtaincil  by  the  claimants  in  the  courts  of 
VjrsJna  ar^.'or  have  been,  received  by  the  Department  as  evi- 
^raceof  the  valitlit  J  of  oxich  claims;  and,  if  so,  what  rule  or 
iT'ler  of  the  Dfpartment,  what  amount  of  such  judgments 
lave  been  f»aid,  and  on  what  5:pecics  and  character  of  evidence, 
mi  on  whai  rules  and  principles  the  said  courts  proceed  in 
ali»iicaiing  such  claims. 

A*I  that  lUe  Seen  lary  of  the  Treasury  be  directed  to  inform 
'ius  IlaQ"*  what  amount  of  i«:rip  lias  been  issued,  under  the 
prt>TiM/>a9  of  the  act  of  May  30,  IP30>  for  satisfying  Virginia 
hoiuij  land  warrants:  what  quantity,  in  acres,  of  such  war- 
raaupr. seated  at  the  Treasury  before  the  fiisl  day  of  Septein- 
bw.  15^  and  what  quantity,  presented  since  that  day,  remain 
santt^fied:  wlietlier  any  spurious  or  fraudulent  warrants  have 
bm  presented  at  the  Treasury,  and  of  what  kind  and  character; 
»DJ  whelier  any,  an«l  what  amount  of,  scrip  is  known  or  be- 
ifcfed  to  have  been  issued  upon  such  spurious  or  fraudulent 
v'arranis.  And  that  he  also  communicate  any  information  in 
Km  (>dNr«?;on,  sliowing  under  what  acts  and  resolutions  of  the 
•Suce  of  Vireinia,  an-1  on  what  species  and  rhararter  of  evi- 
«k«w.  an.J  on  what  rules  and  principles,  the  executive  officers 
of  t^i  Stale  have  frranted  the  land  warrants,  for  the  satisfac- 
um  of  whirh  provi.sion  is  made  in  the  act  aforesaid. 

TV  "aid  rtsoIuiK.ii  was  read,  anil  the  rule  which  requires 
ike  ?an!e  to  lie  ujwn  the  table  being  dispensed  with,  it  was 
cocsLdered.andaereed  to. 
Mr.  KVERETT  moved  the  following  resolution,  to  wit: 
Rt^lT^,  Thai  the  Secretary  of  War  be  directed  to  lay  he- 
(orv'Jits  llniise  a  statement  of  all  the  allowances  made  prior 
10  the  3Dilt  Jane.  1834,  as  an  annual  compensation  iurtiie  ser- 
vices of  superinicndents  of  Indian  AfTairs,  who  were  such  in 
virtw  of  h-ild'ng  (he  office  of  governor  or  secretary  of  any  of 
ihs  Territories nf  the  United  States  exhibiting  the  name  of  the 
p«raoa  to  whom  made,  his  olTice  (whether  governor  or  secreu- 
ryO  the  name  of  ihe  Territory,  the  period  for  which  the  allow- 
ace  was  mail^,  the  rate  |»er'nnnnm,  and  die  amount  allowed 
iseach,  and  also  tosuie  under  what  law  or  regulation  such 
liiowaAceB  were  made. 

The  aid  res  >lution  was  read,  and  the  rule  which  requires 
ike  saaie  to  lie  on  the  table  one  day  being  dispensed  with,  it 
was  coosidarad,  aod  agreed  to. 
Mr.  INGHAM  moved  the  following  resolution,  yiz: 
Reaolt^d,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be  instructed  to 
ramfflonicaie  to  this  House  acr>py  ofaa  much  of '*Ilaasler'sSur- 
vcv^ftsrelaies  to  the  harber  ofNew  Haven,  Connecticut. 

The  said  resolution  was  read,  and  the  rule  which  requirea  the 
same  to  Ik-  upon  the  table  one  day  being  dispensed  with,  it  was 
caimderoL,  and  agreed  to. 
Od  motion  of  Mr.  HALEY, 

Raoired,  That  the  Committee  on  Revoluiionary  Pensions  be 
tnsrni'X^  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  placing  the  name  of 
Giuwald  Avery,  a  revolutionary  solditr,  on  the  pension  roll. 
On  mwion  of  Mr.  HALEY, 

Retpiced,  Thai  the  Committee  of  Claims  be  instructed  to  in- 
Quire  unto  the  cxiwliency  of  allowing  the  claim  of  Dr.  Thomas 
Cm  (i^  arrear?  on  nhori  pay  as  sun^eon's  mate,white  stationed  at 
Fort  Trumbull  id  New  London,  Connecticut. 
Oft  roo'.i-->r.  of  Mr.  REEl),  it  was 

JUsetted^  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be  directed  to 
lay  before  thi^  Hou-^e  a  ataiemcnt  flhowin?  the  amount  of  money 
leoetTed  yearly  for  live  years  (ta^r,  by  each  of  the  collectors  ol 
oon  of  ihe' United  States  and  others,  on  account  of  fines  antl 
rate?;  and  that  he  al«o  inform  this  House  whether  any  com- 
-'acs  hav*-  b^eneffertcd  during  the  said  period  after  seizures 
,a»d  if  4n,  by  whom,  and  upon  what  condition. 
t\l?cw'rj?i^.  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be  directed  to 
If  before  tins  Iltvj^e  the  amount  of  money  received  as  fees,  or 
bany  o-.her  way.  by  any  officer  of  the  Government,  or  other 
ismminthc  canorn  house  or  its  employment,  each  year  for 
■e  years  r<a^t,  which  has  not  been  recortlcd  in  the  Blue  Book. 
On  m  >:3^n  nf  «r.  FLETCHER  of  Massachusetts, 
!:M'*otr^,  T.nt  the  Cominiitce  on  Revolutionary  Pennons  be 
ligractetJ  TO  inqiire  in'o  the  expediency  of  amending  Uie  act 
Witft^  ia  l^->36.  m  adJiii^n  to  former  ac  s,  Roas  to  make  provi- 
iji  for  ch»f  wif4«j^»ijnd  cJiild:on  of  the  officers  and  s»ddicrs  of 
iHliteTolution  who  dieil  or  were  wounded  in  the  service. 
Oto  ifKKion  oi  Mr.  SALTONSTaLL, 

MtsotTf.^^l,  Thairhc  report  and  plan  of  the  survey  of  the  har- 
bre/'Lynn.  Masmchusetta,  with  an  estimate  of  the  coat  of  the 
ivfccnrfliy  of  the  same,  communicated  to  the  House  of  Re- 
_  ktaiireaby  the  Secretary  of  War  on  the  9th  day  of  March 
be  taken  from  the  filea,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
;  and  that  said  committee  be  instructed  to  inquire 


into  the  expediency  of  making  an  appropriation  for  the  said  *"** 
provements. 

Mr.  EVANS  submitted  a  joint  resolution  for  the  relief  of 
John  Morri£on,  acting  lietitenani  in  the  battle  on  I^kc  Cham- 
plain  during  the  late  war;  which  res'dutiun  was  read,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  NOYES, 

Meaolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs  he  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  reporting  a  bill  ma- 
king an  appropriation  for  perlcciiug  a  toad  required  for  tise  as 
a  mditary  raid  along  the  Northeastern  frontier  of  the  United 
States,  from  the  town  of  Eastport  to  the  town  of  Houlton,  both 
in  the  Slate  of  Maine,  as  recommended  in  the  lepori  of  General 
John  E.  Wool  and  Mbjur  James  D.  Graham,  ol  the  United 
Slates  army,  made  to  the  Depan»:eiit  of  War  on  29th  Decem- 
ber, 1838. 

Mr.  GRAHAM  of  North  Carolina  moved  the  following  reso- 
liition,  viz: 

JRfjtolred,  Thai  the  Serrciary  of  Stale  be  instructed  to  in- 
form this  House  who  are  employed  at  this  time  by  the  Federal 
Government  as  nrintsrs  to  publish  the  lawsof  the  United  Stales, 
In  ilie  State  of  North  Carolina,  and  what  compensation  they 
each  receive  in  payment  for  their  services. 

The  rule  which  requires  this  resolution  to  lie  on  the  table 
one  day,  being  dispensed  with,  ii  was  read,  considered,  and 
agreed  to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WORD. 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be  requested  to  com- 
municate to  this  House,  at  as  early  a  day  as  convenient,  what 
number  of  Choctaw  claims  for  reservations  under  the  1 1th  nr- 
ticleofibe  treaty  of  Dancing  Rabbit  Creek  has  been  examined 
by  the  board  of  commissioners  under  the  act  of  3d  March,  1837; 
what  number  of  applications  has  been  made  for  examination, 
and  not  yet  eximin»d.  And.  also,  all  information  in  the  pon- 
session  of  the  Department,  relating  to  the  claims  of  the  Choc- 
tawa,  under  the  article  of  the  treaty  above  named;  together  with 
all  information  touching  the  contingent  locations  made  hy 
George  W.  Martin,  and  the  instructions  or  authority  under 
which  said  locations  were  made. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  ROBERTSON,  of  Virginia, 

Resolr^dy  That  the  releci  committee  oh  the  public  lands  be 
in>»tructe«l  to  Inq 'lire  into  the  propriety  of  rcportine  a  bill  pro- 
viding for  the  division  of  the  public  domain,  on  the  following 
prinaples: 

That  hereafter,  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  shall  cause  se- 
parate accr»unts  to  be  kept  of  all  moneys  paid  into  the  Treasury 
on  account  of  sales  of  the  public  lands.  That  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  be  directed  to  asceruin  the  quaniiiy  of  public 
lands  heretofore  grant*  d  to  or  bestowed  on  the  Plates,  or  any  of 
them,  for  education,  internal  improvement,  or  other  Sta'e  or 
local  purposes;  and  having  aaceruined  the  value  thereof,  com 
puling  the  same  at  an  average  price  of per  acre,  and  add- 
ed thereto  ihc  summarising  from  proceeds  of  ?ales  of  the  said 
lands  granted  to  or  bestowed  on  them  for  similar  purposes,  shall, 
on and  iherealier  semi-annually,  on  the  first  day  of  Janua- 
ry and  Jul^  in  every  year,  divide  the  proceeds  arising  from 
sales  of  said  lands  amon»  the  several  States  of  the  Union. 
in  the  ratio  of  the  Federal  numbers,  as  ascertaine<l  by  the  cen- 
sus next  precedine  ^uch  division,  making  the  first  apportion- 
ment among  those  Stales  whirh  have  not  received  any  pari  or 
a  proportionate  part  of  the  ratio  aforesaid,  until  each  shall  have 
received  its  due  pro|Kirttnn;  and  all  subsequent  apportionments 
among  all  the  States  according  to  the  said  ratio.  Provided, 
nevertheless.  Thai  nothing  herein  contained  shall  be  construecl 
to  pn>hibii  the  appropriation  of  the  proceeds  of  the  public 
lands  to  meet  the  expenditures  of  the  Government  for  any  year 
in  which  the  receipts  from  customs  or  other  sources  of  revenue 

(hall  be  estimated  to  fall  below millions  of  dollars,  and 

when  it  shall  be  deemed  proper  on  that  account  to  apply  the 
sat.l  proceeds  by  special  appropriation  to  meet  the  necessary 
expenditures  of  dieGoveinment. 

Provided,  also.  That  In  the  event  of  war  between  the  United 
Stales  and  any  foreign  )>ower,  the  said  semi-annual  diviition 
•hall  ceaae,  and  be  suspended  during  the  continuance  of  such 
war. 

Ami  then  the  House  adjourned. 


IN  SENATE, 
TuBSDAY,  January  15,  1839. 

Mr.  TALLMAD9E  presented  ihe  petificm  of 
A.  D.  Osirander  for  an  arrcarsgc  of  pay:  referred 
to  (he  Comnnittee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

Mr.  T.  also  presented  a  petition  from  Alfred  Vail 
and  other?,  praying  permission  to  import  free  of 
duly  the  materials  for  con^trurtinsj  the  American 
electro-magnetic  telegraph:  referred  lothe  Commit- 
tee on  Finance. 

Mr.  T.  also  pres«'nted  a  petition  of  Catharine 
Hood,  praying  for  a  pension:  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Pensions. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS  of  Maine  presented  the  peti- 
tion of  John  Phinney  for  a  pension;  whirh  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Pensions. 

Mr.  HUBBARD,  from  the  Committee  on  Claims, 
asked  to  he  discharged  from  the  further  considera- 
tion of  the  memorial  of  Susan  Trigg,  and  the  peti- 
tions of  L.  R.  Lyon  and  D.  S.  Hi  ward;  which  was 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS,  from  the  Committee  on  Pen- 
sions, to  which  had  been  referred  ihf»  bill  from  the 
House  for  the  relief  of  Bradbury  T.  Gypson,  re- 
ported the  same  witlKnil  amendment;  and,  on  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  W.  the  bill  \tas  ihfn  taken  np,  and 
consid*»reti  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  or- 
dered to  b<»  read  a  third  time. 

Mr.  SOUTHARD,  from  the  Committee  on  Na- 
val Affairs,  to  which  was  referred  the  petition  of 
the  heirs  and  legal  represeutaiive.s  of  Henry  Eck- 


ford,    deceased,  reported  a  bill  for  their  relief; 
which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  KNIGHT,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Post 
Office  and  Post  Roads,  to"  which  had  been  referred 
the  petition  of  Ira  Day  of  Vermont,  reported  a  bill 
for  his  relief;  which  wis  read,  and  ordered  to  a 
second  readirg. 

Mr.  SOUTHARD,  from  the  Committee  on  Na- 
val Affair?:,  to  which  had  been  referred  the  petition 
of  Andrew  Armstrong,  reported  a  bill  for  his  relief; 
which  was  read  and  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  TIPTON,  from  the  Committee  on  Claims, 
to  which  the  following  bills  had  been  referred,  re- 
ported them  severally  without  amendment,  recom- 
mending iheir  passage. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  William  Bennett. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  David  McNair. 

A  bill  for  Ihe  relief  of  Jacob  Hands;  and 

A  bill  for  thenelief  of  Samael  Ferguson. 

Mr.  TIPTON,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
which  the  following  bills  had  been  referred,  report- 
ed them  severally  without  amendment,  recom- 
mendingt  heir  rejection. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Dennis  Gtuinlivan;  and 

A  bill  for  the  reli^-f  of  Alfred  Westfall. 

Mr.  PULTON,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Bandings,  reported  a  bill  providing  for  the  erection 
of  a  fire  proof  building  for  the  use  of  the  Post  Of- 
fice Department;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  a 
second  reading. 

Mr.  F.  from  ihe  same  committee,  lo  which  had 
been  referred  the  joint  resolution  authorizing  an 
examination  of  the  claims  of  the  wor»<men  em- 
ployed on  the  public  buildings,  reported  the  same 
without  amentlment;  and  on  moiion  of  Mr.  P.  the 
same  was  taken  up,  and  considered  as  in  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for 
a  third  reading. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  YOUNG,  the  Committee  on 
Claims  was  discharged  from  the  further  conside- 
ration of  the  petition  of  John  Elliott  of  Ohio. 

Mr.  MOUTON,  en  leaie,  and  in  pursuance  of  ' 
noiire  piven,   introduced  a  bill  to   confirm  certain 
land   claims  in  the  Greensburgh   land  district,  in 
the  State  of  Louisiana;  which  was  twice  read,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims. 

The  reports  of  the  Committee  on  Pensions,  un- 
favorable to  the  petitions  of  Amasa  Brown  and 
John  R.  Midwinter,  were  severally  considered  and 
concurred  in. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office 
and  Post  Roads,  unfavorable  to  the  petition  of  Wil- 
liam A.  Crocker,  was  also  considered  and  agreed  to. 

Mr.  YOUNG  submitted  the  following  resolution, 
which  was  agreed  to: 

Resolved^  That  the  Committee  on  the  Public 
Lands  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  authorizing  and  requiring  the  regi.<(ters  and  re- 
ceivers of  the  United  Stales  land  offices,  in  their 
oflSces  respectively,  to  administer  oaths,  in  all  cases 
where,  by  law,  or  the  regulation  of  the  Treasury  or 
Land  Office  Department,  affidavits  are  required  to 
be  made  previous  to  the  purchase  or  entry  of  any 
tract  of  land,  without  any  fee  or  extra  compensa- 
titn  for  such  service. 

The  Senate  took  up  and  considered,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  the  bill  to  amend  the  act  enti- 
tled an  act  to  establish  a  criminal  court  in  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia;  and,  after  some  remarks  from 
Messrs.  ROANE  and  BAYARD, 

Mr.  WHITE,  moved  to  strike  out  the  eleventh 
section,  which  increases  the  salary  of  the  judge 
from  $2,000  lo  $3,700.  This  amendment  was  sup- 
ported by  Messrs.  WHITE,  NILES  antl  CLAY  of 
Alabama,  and  opposed  by  Messrs.  ROANE  and 
BAYARD. 

On  taking  the  question,  Mr.  Whitk's  motion 
wa§  adcpied — }eas  28,  nay>  16. 

Mr.  MORRIS  called  the  attention  of  ihe  com- 
mittee to  that  clause  of  the  bill  which  provides  that 
one  of  ihc  associate  judf:es  of  th?  circuit  court 
shall  preMiie  in  the  criminal  court  in  the  absence  of 
its  judge;  and  moved  to  amend  the  bil!  by  striking 
it  out. 

After  some  remarks  from  Messrs.  ROANE, 
BAYARD,  and  MORRIS, 

Mr.  WALKER  observed  that,  as  a  debate  was 
likely  to  grow  out  of  the  question  raised,  he  would 
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CfmonessT^rAL  globe. 


move  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  (able,  for  the  purpose  of 
taking  up  the  land  bill. 

This  moiioD  was  agreed  to;  and 

The  Senate  took  up  the  bill  to  provide  for  the 
graduation  and  reduction  of  the  price  of  the  pub- 
lic Iand5,  the  question  being  on  the  amendment  of- 
fered by  Mr.  Morris. 

After  M»me  remarks  from  Mr.  WALKER, 

Mr.  MORRIS  withdrew  his  amendment,  with 
the  consent  of  the  Senate,  and  offered  another 
amendment  to  the  bill  providing  that  when  the 
public  lands  in  any  of  the  new  States  shall  be  so 
far  sold  out,  that  there  shall  remain  the  quantity  of 
two  millions  of  acres,  thai  then  the  same  shall  be 
ceded  to  such  Staie  in  absolute  properly,  to  be  dis- 
posed of  in  such  manner,  and  upon  such  terms,  as 
the  authorities  of  such  Stare  may  direct. 

After  a  debate  in  which  Messrs.  MORRIS, 
SOUTHARD,  and  ALLEN,  took  part, 

Mr.  BAYARD  moved  that  the  Senate  adjourn; 
which  motion  was  rejected — yeas  23,  nays  25,  as 
follows: 

YEAS — Mosrs.  Bayard,  Calhoun,  Clay  of  Ken- 
tucky, Crittenden,  Davis,  Knight,  Linn,  Merrick, 
Prentiss,  Pffii^ion,  Rives,  Roane,  Rohbins,  Rusgles, 
l^outhard,  Spence,  Strange,  Swift,  Tallmadge,  Tip- 
ton, Wall,  and  White—23. 

NAYS—Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Brown,  Bucha- 
nan, Clay  of  Alabama,  Cuthberi,  Fulton,  Hub- 
bard, Kin?,  Lumpkin,  Lyon,  Morris,  Moulon,  Ni- 
cholas, Niies,  Norvcll,  Pierce,  Robinson,  Sevier, 
Smith  of  Connecticut,  Walker,  Williams  of  Maine, 
Williams  c  f  Mississippi,  Wright,  and  Young — 25. 

After  a  debate,  in  which  Messrs.  LYON  and 
SOUTHARD  took  }  art,  the  question  was  taken  on 
Mr.  Morrises  amendment;  which  was  rejected — 
yeas  14,  nays  34,  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Clay  of  Ala- 
bama, Fulton,  King,  Linn,  Morris,  Mouton,  Ro- 
binson, Sevier,  Walker,  While,  Williams  of  Mis- 
sissippi, and  Young — 14, 

NAYS — Messrs.  Bayard,  Brown,  Buchanan, 
Calhoun,  Clay  cf  Kentucky,  Crittenden,  Cuthberi, 
Davis,  Hubbard,  Knight,  Lumpkin,  Lyon,  Mer- 
rick, Nicholas,  Niles,  Norvell,  Pierce,  Prentiss, 
Preston,  Rives,  Roane,  Robbins,  Ruggles,  Smith  of 
Connecticut,  Smith  of  Indiana,  Southard,  Spence, 
Strange,  Swift,  Tallmadge,  Tipton,  Wall,  Williams 
of  Maine,  and  Wright — 34. 

Mr.  RUGGLES  then  moved  that  the  Senate  ad- 
journ; which  motion  was  decided  in  the  negative — 
yeas  21,  nays  26,  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Bayard,  Calhoun,  Clay  of  Ken- 
lucky,  Crittenden,  Davis,  Knight,  Lumpkin,  Mer- 
rick, Prentiss,  Preston,  Rives,  Roaup,  Robbins, 
Ruggles,  Southard,  Spence,  Swift,  Tallmadge, 
Wall,  While,  and  Williams  of  Maine— 21. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Brown,  Bu- 
chanan, Clay  of  Alabama,  Cuthberi,  Fulton,  Hub- 
bard, King,  Linn,  Lyon,  Mouton,  Nicholas,  Nilev<;, 
Norvell,  Pierce,  Robinson,  Sevier,  Smith  of  Con- 
necticut, Smith  of  Indiana,  Strange,  Tipton,  Walk- 
er, Williams  of  Mississippi,  Wright,  and  Young— 
26. 

Mr.  TALLMADGE  then  moved  an  adjourn- 
ment; which  motion  was  carried — yeas  25,  nays  23, 
as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Bayard,  Buchanan,  Calhoun, 
Clay  of  Kentucky,  Criitenden,  Davis,  Foster, 
Knight,  Lumpkin,  Merrick,  Morris,  Pr<?ntiss,  Pres- 
ton, Rives,  Roane,  Robbins,  Ruggles,  Smith  of  In- 
dian^i.  Southard,  Spence,  Strange,  Swift,  Tall- 
madge, Wall,  White,  and  Williams  of  Maine — 25. 

NAYS— Me.<sr.<.  Allen,  Bentm,  Brown,  Clay  of 
Alabama,  Culhbert,  Fulton,  Hubbard,  King,  Linn, 
Lyon,  Mouton,  Nicholas,  Niles,  Norvell,  Pierce, 
Robinson,  Sevier,  Smith  of  Connecticut,  Tipton, 
Walker,  Williams  of  Mississippi,  Wright,  and 
Young— 23. 

And  so  the  Srnate  adjourned. 

HOUSE  OP  REPRESENTATIVES, 
Tuesday,  Jan.  15,1839. 
Reports  from  standing  committees  being  called 
for, 

Mr.  CAMBRELEN6  moved  that  the  Commit- 
tee of  Ways  and  Means  be  discharged  from  the 
further  consideration  of  a  communication  from  the 
ISccretary  of  the  Treasury  in  relation  to  a  construc- 


tion of  the  revenue  laws,  and  that  it  be  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Manutactures,  and  be  printed. 
Mr.  C.  made  the  motion  because  the  latter  com- 
mittee had  had  charge  of  the  subject  in  1628,  '33, 
and  *34. 

Mr.  ADAMS  remarked  that  the  gentleman  was 
mistakev  in  the  latter  assertion,  for  the  subject  had 
been  taken  away  from  the  Committee  on  Manu- 
factures, and  referred  to  ihe  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means.  He  therefore  hoped  this  committee 
would  not  now  be  relieved  of  the  duty  which  pro- 
perly belonged  to  theiv.. 

Mr.  CAMBRELEXO  said  he  was  unfortunate 
enough  never  to  be  able  to  satisfy  the  chairman  of 
the  (>)mmittee  on  Manufactures.  Those  who  had 
been  long  in  that  House,  knew  with  what  avidity 
the  gentleman  always  insisted  upon  having  this 
subject  referred  to  the  committee,  of  which  he,  Mr. 
A.  was  chairman.  Mr.  C.  had,  therefore,  realty 
thought  that,  when  he  made  the  motion,  if  any 
gentleman  would  be  gratified,  it  woold  be 
that  gentleman,  who  had  been  for  seven  years 
struggling  to  have  every  thing  on  the  subject 
of  the  tariff  sent  to  bis  committee.  Mr.  C. 
congratulated  the  country,  however,  that  the 
gentleman  had  at  last  discovered  that  the  tariff 
should  be  a  revenue  measu!>e,  and  not  a  measure 
of  protection.  Mr.  C.  had  always  contended  that 
the  subject  was  one  that  constitutionally  belonged 
to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  but  the 
gentleman  had  always  opposed  it.  He  was  glad 
the  gentleman  had  changed  his  ground,  and  on  that 
account  Mr.  C.  withdrew  his  motion  of  reference, 
and  merely  moved  the  printing  of  the  document; 
which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  SALTONSTALL,  from  the  Committee  of 
Claims,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  James 
Maglemen. 

Mr.  CASEY,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Pub- 
lic Lands,  reported,  without  amendment,  Senate 
bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Newion. 

Mr.  WORD,  from  the  same  committee,  reported 
a  bill  to  confirm  the  purchases  of  certain  lands  in 
the  State  of  Mississippi,  under  the  act  of  9th  of 
June,  1834. 

Mr.  LOOMIS,  from  the  same  aommittee,  report- 
ed, with  an  amendment,  Senate  bill  to  change  the 
location  of  the  office  of  Surveyor  General  of  the 
district  composed  of  the  States  of  Ohio,  Indiana, 
and  Michigan. 

Mr.  L.  also  reported,  without  amendment.  Se- 
nate bill  for  the  relief  of  Jean  B.  Valie. 

Mr.  L.  also  reported  the  following  resolution: 

Rewlvedf  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
prepare  and  report  to  this  House,  as  soon  as  may 
be  conveniently  done:  1.  Statements  showing  the 
whole  amount  of  public  lands  to  which  the  Indian 
title  has  been  extinguished,  the  amount  surveyed, 
the  amount  granted  for  bounties  and  public  ser- 
vices, the  amount  ceded  to  the  States  and  Territo- 
riey,  and  granted  and  reserved  for  the  purposes  of 
education,  for  roads  and  canals,  and  all  other  spe- 
cial and  local  objects,  and  the  amount  sold.  2.  The 
entire  cost  to  the  Government  of  all  the  public  lands, 
to  which  the  Indian  title  has  been  extinguished, 
and  of  the  care  and  sale  of  the  .same,  as  near  as  the 
same  can  be  ascertained  and  estimated,  including 
the  pay  and  compensation  and  expenses  to  the 
Government  of  all  persons  employed.  3.  The  amount 
paid,  and  obligated  to  be  paid,  for  the  extinguish- 
ment of  Indian  titles,  accounting  annuities  at  such 
sums  as  invested  at  five  per  cent,  would  produce 
them,  and  excluding  the  purchase  money  for 
cessions  from  foreign  Governments,  and  the  ex- 
pense of  Indidan  wars,  and  the  like  amount,  in- 
cluding the  purchase  money  paid  for  the  acquisi- 
tion of  lands  and  territories  from  foreign  Govern- 
ments; the  quantity  of  lands  that  have  remained 
un.sold  by  the  latest  returns,  after  having  been  in 
market  for  the  space  of  each  of  the  periods — five 
years,  ten  years,  fitteen  years,  and  twenty  years; 
and  the  quantity  sold  after  having  been  in  market 
for  each  of  the  same  periods,  and  the  qn  an  lily 
thrown  into  market  each  year,  and  the  quantity 
sold  during  each  year. 

Mr.  L.  moved  its  present  consideration,  which 
was  agreed  to;  and  the  question  being  on  its  adop- 
tion, 

Mr.  GARLAND  of  Liouisiana  saw  no  necessity 


for  it,  as  all  the  information,  if  not  in  an  embodied 
form,  had  been  already  furnished  the  House. 

Mr.  LOOMIS  replied  that  there  were  mtnj 
points  of  information  embraced  in  the  resolatioa 
which  was  not  before  the  House. 

Mr.  YELL  moved  to  strike  out  the  third  branch 
of  the  inquiry  relating  to  lands  sold  which  had  befn 
in  market  from  five  to  twenty  years,  etc 

Mr.  LOOMIS  said  no  return  had  ever  bwn 
made  of  the  amount  of  lands  sold  after  those 
periods. 

Mr.  HARLAN  expressed  his  conviction  that  ths 
Senate  and  House  documents  would  faraiah  all 
the  information  ealled  for. 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY  was  in  favor  of  embody- 
ing the  whole  of  these  returns  in  one  docament, .« 
that  the  people  might  see  at  a  glance  the  actual 
condition  of  the  public  domain. 

Mr.  MURRAY  was  also  in  favor  of  the  proposed 
inquiry. 

Mr.  Yjbll^  amendment  was  rejected,  and  the 
resolution  was  concurred  in«4iyes  96,  noes  not 
conn  ted. 

Mr.  TURNBY,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Ju- 
diciary, reported,  with  an  amendment.  Senate  bill 
to  amend  an  act  entitled  "An  act  to  reqaire  the 
judge' of  the  district  courts  of  Bast  and  West  Ten- 
nessee to  hold  a  court  at  Jackson,  in  said  State," 
approved  June  18th,  1838. 

The  amendment,  on  Mr.  T's  motion,  was  con- 
curred in,  and  the  bill  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

Mr.  MARTIN,  from  the  same  committee,  re- 
ported back  the  House  bill,  rsoommiited  to  that 
committee,  to  reorganize  the  district  courts  of  the 
United  States,  in  the  State  of  Alabama,  with  soadry 
amendments,  all  of  which  were  concurred  in. 

Mr.  CHAPMAN  submitted  some  further  amend- 
ments, which  he  supported  with  much  eamesuies% 
and  they  were  opposed  by  Mr.  LYON. 

Mr.  THOMAS  moved  to  postpone  the  bill  lill 
Friday  morning. 

Mr.  MARTIN  moved  to  recommit  it  to  the  Jo- 
diciary  Committee;  whereupon  Mr.  THOMAS 
withdrawing  his  motion,  Mr.  M^  motion  was 
agreed  to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  FLBTCHBR  of  Vermont,  the 
communication  of  the  Commissioner  of  Ptklenls, 
sent  in  yesterday,  was  referred  to  the  CommiRK 
on  Patents. 

The  orders  of  the  day  being  called  for, 

Mr.  CAMBRBLKNG  said  it  had  been  his  inten- 
tion, pursuant  to  the  notice  he  had  given,  to  aik 
the  House  to  take  up  the  appropriation  bills  to-day; 
but,  in  the  hope  that  the  House  weold  finish  tb 
defalcation  case,  be  would  waive  his  intended  n» 
lion.    [Cries  of  "Agreed!  agreed!"] 

Sundry  Executive  communications  were  pR- 
sen  ted  by  the  Chair,  and  laid  on  the  tabic. 

Mr.  JOHNSON  of  Maryland,  on  leave,  laid  a 
the  table  a  substitute  he  intended  to  submit  to  Ai 
Independent  Treasury  bill;  which  was  ordered  ti 
be  printed. 

Mr.  BOON,  on  leave,  presented  sundrj  petliiotf 

The  House  then  resumed  the  conside ration  c 
the  resolution  to  raise  a  select  committee  of  niM 
to  inquire  into  the  defalcations  of  Samuel  SwaH 
wout  and  William  H.  Price. 

The  question  pending  was  on  the  motion  to  stiik 
fr^m  the  proposition,  that  pait  of  it  proposing  \ 
raise  the  committee  by  ballot,  and  insert  **  «ii 
wee." 

Mr.  LEGARE,  who  was  entitled  to  the  ftovi 
addressed  the  House  at  length  in  opposition  to  A 
appointment  of  the  committee  by  the  Chair. 

The  debate  was  further  continued  by  Mesa 
CUSHMAN,  CAMBRELENG,  WISE,  HOil 
MAN,  THOMAS.  MENEPEE,  and  PRENTTS 
of  Mississippi;  after  which, 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  having  obtained  the  floe 
spoke  about  half  an  hour,  and  then  moved  an  a 
journmeut;  upon  which  motion 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  demanded  the  yeasai 
nays,  which  were  not  ordered. 

The  House  then  adjourned. 

IN  SENATE. 
Wednesday,  January  16,  1838. 
The  PRESIDENT  presented  a  com  muni  cad 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  iraiisiniaiQ|( 
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copj  of  th9  mirey  of  Maj  river,  from  Tybce  to 
Uont  river;  which  was  referred  to  the  Ck>ininit(ee 
oa  GoBuneree,  and  ordeied  to  be  printed. 

The  amendment  of  the  House  of  Biepresenta- 
lifcsto  the  bill  to  amend  an  act  to  require  the  judge 
«f  ibe  district  of  East  and  West  Tennessee  to  hold 
a  court  at  Jackson,  in  said  State,  was  considered 
tnd^reed  to. 

The  amendment  of  the  Honse  of  Representa- 
tlFes  to  the  joint  resolution  relative  to  the  Smiihso- 
aian  le^^^,  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  presented  the  petition  of  a 
oaaber  of  citizens  of  Pittsburg,  praying  for  an 
appropriation  for  improving  the  navigation  of  the 
Okuo  river,  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Beads  and  Canals,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  CLAT  of  Aiabama  moved  to  refer  to  the 
Commiitee  on  Military  Affairs  the  report  o(  the 
Beereury  of  War.  (Doc.  No.  58,)  in  reply  to  the 
RsolBtion  of  the  Senate,  adopted  on  the  2d  inst. 
eaUiag  for  information  as  to  the  time  when  the 
cliims  of  tJhe  volunteers  of  Alabama,  for  horses 
knt  in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  in  the  late 
ouapaign  against  the  Seminole  Indians,  will  be  ex- 
imiaed  and  settled;  and  what  further,  if  any,  pro- 
ritioBs  are  necessary  to  a  prompt  and  just  settle- 
neat  of  said  claims. 

Mr.  C.  also  offered  ihe  following  resolution  on 
ihe  same  subject: 

Ruohed^  That  the  Committee  on  Military  Af- 
fairs be  instrneted  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  making  further  provision  bylaw  for  the  more 
prompt  adjustment  and  payment  of  claims  for 
horses  lost  in  the  service  of  the  United  States;  and 
also  into  the  expediency  of  removing  the  limita- 
tion fixed  by  the  War  Department  on  the  value  of 
horKS  lost  in  said  service. 

Mr.  C.  also  remarked,  in  connection  with  the 
resolotion,  that  he  wished  to  call  the  attention  of 
die  honorable  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Mili- 
tary Affairs  to  so  much  of  the  document  to  be  re- 
Cnred  to  the  commiitee  as  related  to  restriction  in- 
dicated by  the  last  clause  of  his  resolution.  The 
Third  Auditor,  in  his  report  to  the  Secretary  of 
War,  remarks:  "Your  decision  on  the  subject  pro- 
hibits the  allowance  for  any  cavalry,  or  wagon 
kuae,  in  cases  in  question,  of  more  than  (120,  the 
nm  fixed  on  in  your  letter  to  Gen.  Jesup  of  the 
2d  December,  1837,"  <&c. 

Mr.  C.  remarked,  that  as  regarded  the  Alabama 
rolnntecrs,  and  probably  most  of  those  from  other 
Slate S|  the  operation  of  this  restriction  would  be 
rdroapective,  and  consequently  unjust.  He  said 
be  Relieved  ihe  Alabama  volunteer.'^  had  been  mus- 
tered into  service  before  the  promulgation  of  this 
rule,  and,  of  course,  without  any  knowledge  of  its 
existence;  and  it  would  operate  with  extreme  hard- 
ship on  those  who  had  carried  into  the  public  ser- 
viet  horses  of  greater,  or  perhaps  double  the  value, 
10  be  restricted  to  the  sum  of  f  130.  It  was,  he 
aaid,  with  a  view  to  prevent  the  unjust  operation 
of  the  rule  referred  to  that  he  had  penned  the  last 
daoM  of  the  resolution  he  had  submitted;  and  he 
hoped  it  would  attract  the  special  attention  of  the 
ommittee. 

The  resolution  was  then  adopted  nem.  con, 

Mr.  BENTON  presented  the  petition  of  Richard 
Graham  and  John  O.  Fallon,  asking  to  be  released 
frook  nspottsibility  incurred  as  sureties. 

Mr.  MORRIS  presented  a  paper  from  William 
Beck,  of  Cincinnati,  who  supposed  that  he  had  dis- 
eowend  a  grand  catholicon  for  all  the  diseases  of 
Ihe  monetary  system;  which,  after  being  read,  was 
laid  cm  the  table. 

Mr.  McKEAN  presented  the  memorial  of  Henry 

Corbitt  and  341  others,  legal  voters  of  Cbesnut 
in  the  city  of  Philadelphia;  also,  the  me- 
■Mfial  of  Samuel  W.  Picking,  and  59  men  and  10 
of  Prankford,  Pa.  of  similar  purport,  re- 
,.  aioii^trating  against  admitting  any  State  into  the 
^[^Coion  with  a  constitution  tolerating  slavery,  and 
llj^Bqoestiog  Congress  to  reject  all  propositions  for 
I  te  annexatioa  of  Texas  to  this  Union. 

Tbe  motion  of  reception  was,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
WILLIAMS  of  Mississippi,  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
lible. 
Mr.  WALL  presented  the  remonstrance  of  citi- 
I  of  Gloucester  county,  New  Jersey,  against  the 
I  of  any  State  into  the  Union  with  a  con- 


stitution tolerating  slavery,  and  against  the  admis- 
sion of  Texas  into  the  Union. 

The  question  of  reception  was,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
ROANE,  laid  on  the  tabU«. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  STRANGE, 

Ordered^  That  the  report  of  the  Commissioner  of 
the  Patent  Office,  made  to  the  Senate  on  the  14ih 
instant,  be  printed. 

Mr.  NICHOLAS,  from  the  Committee  oa  the 
District  of  Columbia,  to  which  a  resolution  of  the 
Senate,  in  relation  to  the  banks  in  the  District  of 
Columbia,  was  referred,  made  a  report  thereon; 
which  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  N.  also,  from  the  Committee  on  tke  Judicia- 
ry, reported  a  bill  relating  to  the  manner  in  which 
certain  laws  of  the  District  of  Columbia  shall  be 
'  executed;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  a  second 
reading. 

Mr.  ROANE|,from  the  Committee  on  the  Div 
trict  of  Columbia,  to  which  tlie  subject  had  been  re- 
ferred, reported  a  joint  resolution  authorizing  the 
Mayor  of  Washington  to  execute  deeds  to  certain 
citizens  of  Washington;  which  was  read  and  order- 
ed to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  TIPTON,  from  the  Commiitee  on  Claims, 
reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Malachi  Hagan,  of 
the  Territory  of  Florida;  which  was  read  and  or- 
dered to  a  second  reading,  and  tbe  accompanying 
report  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  WALKER,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Public  Lands,  to  which  the  subject  had  been  re- 
ferred, reported  a  bill  in  relation  to  certain  railways 
in  the  State  of  Mississippi;  which  was  read,  and  or- 
dered to  a  second  reading. 

Also,  a  bill  granting  to  the  State  of  Michigan  one 
handred  thousand  acres  of  land,  to  aid  said  State 
in  constructing  a  canal  around  the  falls  of  St.  Ma- 
rie; which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  a  second  read- 
ing. 

Also,  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Henry  Marsh, 
without  amendment. 

Mr.  W.  also,  from  ihe  same  committee,  to  which 
was  referred  the  resolution  of  the  Legislature  of 
the  State  of  Vermont,  in  favor  of  granting  a  tract 
of  land  to  each  of  the  colleges  in  that  State,  asked 
to  be  discharged  from  the  further  consideration 
thereof;  which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  WALL,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Judi- 
ciary, to  which  was  referred  the  petition  of  John 
Roberts,  asked  to  be  discharged  from  the  further 
consideration  thereof;  which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  W.  also,  from  the  same  committee,  asked  to 
be  discharged  from  the  further  consideration  of  the 
memorial  of  Charles  S.  Hempstead;  which  was 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  W.  also,  from  the  same  committee,  to  which 
was  referred  tbe  memorial  of  John  Campbell 
White,  of  Baltimore,  reported  a  bill  for  his  relief; 
which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  WRIGHT,  from  tbe  Committee  on  Fi- 
nance, to  which  had  been  referred  the  petition  of  a 
number  of  citizens  of  Ohio  in  favor  of  the  incorpo- 
ration of  a  National  Bank,  asked  to  be  discharged 
from  the  further  consideration  thereof;  which  was 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  W.also,  from  the  same  commitee,  to  which 
was  referred  the  bill  to  allow  a  drawback  on  im- 
ported hemp,  reported  the  same  without  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  BENTON,  from  the  Committee  on  Milita- 
ry Affairs,  to  which  had  been  referred  the  inquiry 
as  to  the  expediency  of  remunerating  Lieut.  J.  B. 
Thornton,  for  losses  sustained  by  the  wreck  of  the 
Pulaski,  asked  to  be  discharged  from  the  further 
consideration  thereof;  which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS  of  Maine,  from  the  Commit- 
tee on  Pensions,  to  which  had  been  referred  the  pe- 
tition of  the  heirs  of  Abraham  White,  asked  to  be 
discharged  from  the  further  consideration  thcrei»f; 
which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  BAYARD  asked  that  the  bill  to  amend  the 
act  establishing  a  crimiial  court  in  the  District  of 
Columbia,  might  be  taken  up. 

Mr.  BENTON  begged  ihe  Senator  from  Dela- 
ware to  withdraw  his  motion  a  few  minutes,  for 
the  purpose  of  taking  up  the  joint  resolution  from 
the  House,  to  pay  the  workmen  on  the  public 
buildings. 


Mr.  BAYARD  acceding  to  Mr.  Benton's  re- 
quest, 

The  joint  resolution  from  the  Hou.«e  of  Repre- 
sentatives, to  investigate  and  settle  the  claims  of 
Ihe  workmen  on  the  public  baildings,  in  the  city 
of  Washington,  was  taken  up. 

Mr.  MORRIS  oppcsed  the  passage  of  the  resolu- 
tion, on  the  ground  that  it  would  be  takni;  money 
from  the  Treasury  without  an  appropriation  by 
law. 

Mr,  KING  and  Mr.  FULTON  answeretl  the 
objections,  and  the  joint  rcsolutien  was  ordered  to 
be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading;and  by  unanimous 
consent  was  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

The  bill  from  the  House  for  the  relief  of  Brad- 
bury T.  Jepson  was  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 
I  The  PRESIDENT  presented  a  communication 
from  tbe  President  of  the  United  States,  in  relation 
to  the  per  centage  allowed  to  disbursing  agents ; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Also,^a  communication  from  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  in  relation  to  the  condition  of  the 
Seminole  Indians  who  have  emigrated;  wh  ch  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

GRADUATION  OP  PUBLIC  LANDS. 

The  bill  for  the  graduation  and  reduction  of  the 
price  of  the  public  lands,  came  up  as  ihe  unfinish- 
ed business;  and  after  a  deba'e,  in  wh'ch  Messrs 
CALHOUxN,  BAYARD,  ROBINSON,  and  CLAY 
of  Kentucky  took  part,  the  question  was  taken  on 
ordering  it  io  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading,  and 
was  decided  in  the  affirmative — yeas  27,  nays  22, 
as  follows: 

YEAS— -Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Buchanan,  Clay 
of  Alabama,  Cuthbert,  Poster,  Pulton,  Hubbard, 
King,  Linn,  Lumpkin,  Lyon,  Mouton,  Nicholjis, 
Niles,  Norvell,  Pierce,  Robinson,  SeVi.?r,  Smith 
of  Connecticut,  Smiih  of  Indiana,  Tipton.  Walker, 
White,  Williams  o(  Mi.ssi>;^ippi,  Wright,  ami 
Yountr— 27. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Bayard,  Brown,  Calhoun,  Clay 
of  Kentucky,  Crittenden,  Davis,  Knight,  McKcan, 
Merrick,  Prentiss,  Preston,  Rives,  Roane,  Robhins, 
Ruggles,  Southard,  Spence,  Stratige,  Swift,  Tall- 
madge,  Wall,  and  Williams  of  Maine— 22. 

The  Senate  then  went  into  Executive  session; 
alter  which  it  adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES, 
Wednesday,  January  16,  1839. 

Mr.  DROMGOOLE  asked  the  consent  of  the 
Hou«e  to  take  up  the  resolution  submitted  by  him 
on  Monday  la.<it,  for  an  amendment  to  the  rules,  m) 
M  to  subsiiinte  the  viva  voce  mode  of  voting  by  the 
House,  where  it  is  now  provided  to  be  by  ballot. 

Mr.  WISE  objected. 

Mr.  DROMGOOLE  thereupon  moved  a  suspen- 
sion of  tbe  rules. 

Mr.  WISE  moved  a  call  of  the  House. 

Mr.  PICKENS  inquired  if  the  mover  of  the  reso- 
lution intended  it  to  embrace  the  cases  of  election  of 
President  and  Vice  President? 

Mr.  DROMGOOLE  replied  that  he  had  drafted 

the  resolution  expressly  with  regard  to  the  rules  of 

I  the  House  only,  which  were  adopted  by  each  Con- 

:  greas;  and  no  such  case  as  that  referred  to  by  the 

gentleman  could  come  on  this  session. 
I      Mr.  ADAMS  requested  Mr.  Wisr  to  withdraw 
I  the  motion  for  a  call  of  the  Hoo«^e. 
I      Mr.  WISE  conld  not  do  so;  for,  on  the  adopt  on 
of  a  proposition  of  this  kind,  he  wished  it  fully  de- 
bated in  a  full  House. 

Mr.  ADAMS  appealed  lo  Mr.  Dromoooi.e  to 
postpone  the  motion  to  some  future  day,  a<,  if  adopt- 
ed, it  would  have  an  immediate  effect  upon  anoiher 
subject,  (viz:  the  mode  of  appointing  or  tleciing  ihe 
select  committee  on  the  Swartwout  cafp.) 

Mr.  DROMGOOLE  c<;uld  not  ct)nscnt  lo  tlo  so; 
Ihe  le.«s  so  as  the  principle  had  already  been  .*;eiiled 
by  the  House  at  the  commencement  of  ihe  present 
s«rssion. 

A  call  of  the  House  was  then  ordered,  without 
a  division,  and  proceeded  in  until  the  roll  was  called 
over  a  second  time,  when  it  was  dispensed  with. 

The  question  then  recurring  on  Mr.  DROM- 
QOOLE'S  motion  to  suspend  the  rules,  and  the 
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yeas  and  nays  were  ordered  on  the  call  of  the  same 
gentleman. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS  of  North  Carolina  moved  to 
lay  ths  resolation  on  the  table. 

The  SPEAKER  ruled  that  motion  to  be  out  of 
order,  on  ihe  ground  that  the  resolation  was  not 
bc^^o^e  the  Hoa.<;c  till  the  rules  were  suspended. 

The  question  being  then  taken,  resulted — yeas 
97,  nays  93,  as  follows^ 

YEAS — Mcwrs.  Anderson,  Andrews,  Atherton, 
Banks,  Bealty,  Beers,  Beime,  Bicknell,  Birdsall, 
Boon,  Boal'din,  Brodhead,  firou'^on,  Cambre- 
leng,  Jiihn  Campbell,  Casey,  Chancy,  Cleve- 
land, Coles,  Connor,  Crabh,  Craig,  Crary,  Cash- 
man,  Daver,  Deberry,  De  GraflT,  Dromgoole,  El- 
more, Farringion,  Isaac  Fletcher,  Fry,  James 
Garland,  Granlland,  Gray,  Harrison,  Hawkins, 
Hayne«,  Holt,  Hopkins,  Howard,  Habley,  Robt. 
M.T.  Hunter,  Thomas  B.  Jackson,  Jabez  Jack- 
son, Joseph  Johnson,  Nathaniel  Jones,  Keim,  Kem- 
ble,  Klirigensmith,  Lewis,  Logan,  Lyon,  James  M. 
Ma.;on,  Martin,  McK-^iy,  Robert  McClellan,  Abra- 
ham iMcC'lellan,  McClure,  Miller,  Montgomery, 
Morgan,  Murray,  Noble,  Owens,  Palmer,  Parmen- 
ter,  Paynter,  Petrikin,  Phelps,  Potter,  John  H. 
Prentiss,  Reily,  Richardson, Rives,  John  Robertson, 
ShefTer,  Shields,  Sheplor,  Snyder,  Stuart,  Sw«aiin- 
sren,  Taliaferro,  Taylor,  Thomas,  Tilns,  Touccy, 
Towns,  Tnrnev,  Vail,  Weeks,  Whittlesey,  Jarcd 
W.  WilliQmSjWorlhingion,  and  Yell— 97. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Adams,  Alexander,  Aycrigg, 
Bell,  Eidilb,  Bond,  William  B.  Calhoun,  Wm.  B. 
Campbell,  Catier,  Cheatham,  Childs,  Clark,  Clow- 
ney,  Coffin,  Cranston,  Curtis,  Cushing,  Darlington, 
Daw.son,  Davies,  Edwards,  Evans,  Everett,  Ewing, 
Richard  Fletcher,  Fillmore,  Rice  Garland,  Giddings, 
Goodc,  James  Gfraham,  Wm.  Graham,  Graves, 
Grcnnell,  Hall,  Harlan,  Harper,  Hastings,  Hawes, 
Henry,  Herod,  Henry  Johnson,  Wm.  Cost  John- 
son, Kennedy,  Lincoln,  Mallory,  Marvin,  Samson 
Ma-^nn,  Maury,  May,  Maxwell,  Menefee,  Mercer, 
Mitchell,  Maihias  Morris,  Calvary  Morris,  Naylor, 
Noyes,  Oglff,  Peck,  Polls,  Prati,  Sfrgeant  S.  Pren- 
tiss,  Putnam,  Rariden,  Randolph,  Reed,  Ridgway, 
E.  R.ibinson,  Rumsey,  Russell,  Salionstall,  Ser- 
geant, Augustine  H.  Shepperd,  Sibley,  Slade, 
Smith,  Southgate,  Stanly,  Si<me,  Stralion,  Thomp- 
son, Tillinghast,  Tolaud,  Underwood,  Albert  S. 
White,  John  While,  Lewis  Williams,  Joseph  L. 
Williams,  C.  H.  Williams,  Wise,  Word,  and 
Yorke— 93. 

So  the  rules  were  not  suspended,  reqairing  a  ma- 
jority of  two-thirds. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS  of  North  Carolina,  on  leave, 
presented  certain  joint  resolntions  from  the  Legis- 
lature of  North  Carolina  on  the  subject  of  the 
public  lands;  which,  on  his  motion,  were  read,  or- 
dere<t  to  be  printed,  and  referred  to  the  general 
cc»mmiitee  of  twenty-six  on  the  public  lands. 

Mr.  CRAIG,  from  the  Committee  on  Revolu- 
tionary claims,  reported,  without  amendment.  Se- 
nate bill  for  the  relief  of  Sarah  Angel,  and  the 
other  heir-j  at  law  of  Benjamin  K-rg-,  deceased. 

Mr.  M'KAY,  from  the  Coram  it  lec  on  Military 
Affairs,  reported  a  bill,  entitled  an  act  to  amend  an 
act  for  calling  forth  the  militia  to  exfcule  the  laws 
of  the  Union,  suppressing  insurrection,  and  repelling 
invasions,  and  to  repeal  the  act  now  in  force  for 
this  purpose,  appiov«d  February  28,  1795. 

Mr.  HuWARD,  from  the  Committee  on  Fo- 
iclgn  Affair-%  repDTled  a  bill  for  the  settlement  of 
the  accounts  of  the  Slate  of  New  Hampshire. 

Mr.  WHITTLESEY,  from  the  Committee  on 
Revolutionary  Pensions,  reported  a  join;  resolution 
explanatory  of  the  act  of  ihe9ihof  Jiily,  1838, 
granting  half-pay  and  pensions  to  certaiii  widows, 
[providing  that  a  subsequent  marriage  of  the  wi- 
don",  or  Ih?  death  of  her  husband  since  the  passage 
of  the  act,  .«>hall  not  bar  the  claim.] 

The  resolution  Iiavint;  be<?n  twice  read,  and  re- 
ferred to  a  Commit  lee  of  the  Whole.  Mr.  W.  asked 
its  present  consideration,  but  it  being  objected  to, 
Mr.  W.  gave  notice  that  he  would  move  to  lake  it 
up  the  firn  convenient  opportunity. 

Mr.  FRY,  from  the  same  committee,  reported 
bills  granting  pensions  to  Benjamin  Price,  William 
Harper,  and  Mary  Uptegraft. 

Mr.  JOHNSON  of  Virginia,  from  ihe  same  com- 


mittee, reported  a  bill  granting  a  pension  to  Con- 
rad Widrlg. 

Mr.  MALLORY,  from  the  Committee  on  InVa- 
lid  Pensions,  reported  bills  for  the  relief  of  Martin 
Hooper  and  Charles  Grisley. 

Mr.  MITCHELL,  from  the  same  committee, 
reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Wheeler. 

Mr.  SERGEANT,  from  the  select  committee  on 
the  subject  of  steam  engines,  reported  the  following 
resolution,  which  was  concurred  in: 

Resolvedy  That  the  two  commanications  from  tho 
Secretary  of  ihc  Treasury  to  the  committee  on 
steam  engines,  and  the  accomp^tnymg  papers,  the 
petition  of  citizens  of  Pitisbnrgh  in  behalf  of  Cad- 
wallader's  invention,  and  the  petition  of  owners  of 
steamboats  at  Louisville,  be  printed. 

Mr.  SERGEANT  snbmitted  the  following  reso- 
lution, which  was  agreed  to: 

Resolved,  That  10,000  extra  copies  of  the  re- 
port of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  on  steam  en- 
gines, and  of  the  two  commanications  from  the 
said  Secretary,  this  day  ordered  to  be  printed,  be 
pjinted  for  the  nse  of  the  Honse. 

Mr.  MASON  of  Ohio,  from  the  Select  Commit- 
tee on  the  subject,  reported  a  bill  to  repeal  the 
second  section  of  the  act  to  extend  the  time  for 
locating  Virginia  military  land  warrants,  and  re- 
turning surveys  thereon  to  the  General  Land  Of- 
fice, approved  Jnly  7,  1838. 

Mr.  M.  moved  the  engrossment  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  PETRIKIN  moved  its  commitment.    Lost. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  read  a  third 
time  to-day. 

Petitions,  on  leave,  were  presented  by  Messrs. 
CUSHMAN  and  SPENCER. 

Mr.  TOUCEY,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Ju- 
diciary, made  an  unfavorable  report  on  the  peti- 
tion of  John  M.  Seran. 

Mr  CORWIN,  from  the  same  committee,  made 
an  unfavorable  report  on  the  petition  of  Benjamin 
Heartt, 

Mr.  DEBERRY,  from  the  Committee  on  Agri- 
culture, made  an  unfavorable  report  on  the  petition 
of  Andrew  Logan,  of  Iowa  Territory. 

Mr.  PARKER,  from  the  Committee  on  Indian 
Affairs,  made  an  unfavorable  report  on  the  peti- 
tion of  Robert  Johnson,  administrator  of  L.  Roy 

Mr.  DROMGOOLE,  from  the  Committee  on 
Foreign  Affairs,  reported  nnfavorably  on  the  me* 
mortal  of  Charles  W.  Dalney. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  LEGARE,  the  Committee  on 
Foreign  Affairs  was  discharged  from  the  memorial 
of  sundry  citizens  of  Ihc  State  of  Massachusetts, 
upon  the  subjects  of  war  and  peace. 

Mr.  MORGAN,  from  the  Committee  on  Revo- 
lutionary  Claims,  made  unfavorable  reports  on  the 
petitions  of  Jane  Yreeland,  Nehemiah  Phillips, 
and  Catharine  Rhodes  of  Savannah,  Georgia. 

Mr.  CHILDS,  from  the  Committee  on  Revolu- 
tionary Pensions,  made  unfavorable  reports  on  the 
petitions  of  Paoli  Will?,  Patience  Smith,  James 
Thompson,  Susannah  Lilley,  Mary  Wilman,  and 
Col.  William  Lawrence. 

Mr.  WHITTLESEY,  from  the  same  committee, 
made  unfavorable  reports  on  the  petitions  of  David 
Goodrich,  Abijah  Hitchcock,  SjTlvanus  Wood, 
heirs  of  Benjamin  Chappcll,  Cornelius  Phillips, 
Edmund  Price,  heirs  of  Daniel  Starr,  and  Elisha 
Dillingham. 

Mr.  JOHNSON  of  Virginia,  from  the  same 
committee,  made  an  unfavorable  report  on  the  pe- 
tition of  Benjamin  Bibben. 

Mr.  MALLORY,  from  the  Committee  on  Inva- 
lid Pensions,  made  r;n  unfavorable  report  on  the 
petitions  of  Betsey  Warner,  Eli  as  Carpenter,  James 
Taylor,  and  Samuel  Butler. 

Mr.  ALLEN  of  Vermont,  from  the  same  com- 
mittee, made  unfavorable  reports  on  the  petitions 
of  Aden  Bartlet  and  David  Bartlet. 

The  House  then  lesumed  the  consideration  of 
the  resolution  to  raise  a  select  committee  to  inquire 
into  the  defalcations  of  Samuel  Swartwout,  as 
stated  in  the  proceedings  of  yesterday. 

The  debate  was  continued  by  Messrs.  UNDER- 
WOOD, FRY.  MARTIN,  BIDDLE,  TOUCEY, 
and  DUNCAN.  The  latter  gentleman,  aHer  hav- 
ing discussed  the  proposition  before  the  House  at 
some  length,  gave  way  to 

Mr.  BOON,  who  moved  that  the  Honse  adjonni. 


Mr.  R.  GARLAND  demanded  the  ytfts  aad 

nays;  whidi  were  ordered. 

Mr  BOON  then  withdrew  the  motion  fbr  ad- 
joornment. 

Mr.  TURKEY  renewed  the  motion  to  adjeont; 
upon  which  the  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered,  aad 
were — ^yeas  93,  nays  78. 

The  House  aooordiagly  adjourned. 

IN  SENATE, 
Thursdat,  Jannary  10,  1839. 

The  PRESIDENT  presented  a  oommanioalioii 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in  oompliaact 
With  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  13th  alt.  re- 
lating to  tho  number  of  snperficial  aeres  te  the 
States  of  Alabama  and  Mississippi,  emhraoed  ia 
the  treaty  of  Dancing  Rabbit  creek;  wfaidi  was  r^ 
ferred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lamb,  aad 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  WALKER  presented  the  petition  of  die 
Mississippi  City  Company,  requesting  a  grant  of 
public  land  to  aid  them  in  the  oonstmetion  cif  a 
railroad  from  Paulding  to  Mississippi  City;  whidi 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  PnUie  Lnadt, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  MORRIS  presented  the  petition  of  a  wiaiber 
of  citizens  of  Brown  connty,  Ohio,  praying  tbe  re- 
peal of  all  laws  ef  Congress  in  any  way  favoriag 
slavery  or  the  slave  trade  in  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia. 

The  motion  of  reception  was,  after  some  remarks 
by  Mr.  MORRIS, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CLAY  of  Alabama,  laid  on 
the  table. 

Mr.  ROANE  presented  the  memorial  of  offieers 
of  the  line  ef  the  army,  praying  eqnallzatioa  of 
compensation  with  officers  of  the  staff;  wliich  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military  AiTalra. 

Mr.  LYON  presented  tbe  memorial  of  tlw  Le- 
gislative Council  of  the  Territory  of  Wiaconsia, 
praying  confirmation  of  title  to  land  upon  whidi 
the  town  of  Milwaukie  standi  which  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims,  and  o|w 
dered  to  be  printed 

Mr.  HUBBARD  submitted  the  following  reso- 
lution: 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Commeroe  bt 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expedient  of  oon« 
struciing  and  improving  as  many  artificiid  harbors 
upon  Lake  Michigan,  as  will  render  more  safe  ffct 
commerce  and  navigation  of  that  lake,  and  i  '^  ' 
greater  security  and  protection  to  human  life. 

This  resolution,  aAer  some  remarks  of  Me 
KING,  HUBBARD,  CALHOUN,  NORVJEEX, 
DAVIS^  and  LYON,  was  adopted- 
Mr.  KING  presented  a  communication  from  the 
Governor  of  the  State  of  Alabama,  enclosing  icaa* 
lutions  of  the  Legislature  of  that  State,  relative  lo 
claims  for  spoliations  committed  on  citizens  eC 
Alabama  by  the  Creeks  in  1836;  which  was  n* 
ferred  to  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs,  and  oi- 
dered  to  bs  printed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  KING, 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Military  AA 
fairs  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  d 
making  compensation  to  Lieut.  S.  B.  I'liomlon,  fm 
losses  sustained  by  him  by  the  destruction  of  iIm 
steamboat  Pulaski. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  K.  the  papers  in  relntion  li 
the  above  were  also  referred  to  the  same  oomaia 
tee. 

Mr.  MERRICK  presented  the  petition  of  Dudri 
Hyati  for  seven  years*  half  pay;  which  was  refcnfl 
to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

Mr.  BENTON  presented  the  petition  of  Ja 
H.  Kennedy  and  Benjamin  O.  Fallon,  for  f 
sus'ained  by  Indians  on  the  Upper 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
Affairs. 

Mr.   BUCHANAN  presented  the  petiOoa 
Simon  Brewster,  a  soldier  of  the  Revoleitkm 
array,  for  an  increase  of  pension  for  reasons  tlMM 
set  forth;  which  was  referred  to  the  Coouaiitaaa 
Pensions. 


Mr.  CALHOUN  presented  tbe  petidj 
Ham  E.  Chase;  which  was  referred  td%e 
mittee  on  Military  Affairs. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  RUQGLESi  a 
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[Continaed  0«m  No.  8.] 
J.  Smitb  was  ordered  to  be  printed  and 
aetoied  to  tbe  Committee  on  Commerce. 

Afr.  RDOOLBS  preseBled  a  letter  from  Preei- 
«deat  Mone  lelaiing  to  his  magnetic  telegraph; 
whnh  was  feferred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 
Mr.  HfTBBARD,  from  the  Committee  on  Claims^ 
«o  whkh  bad  been  referred  the  claim  of  Qsd  Ham- 
fbrefsfbr  tones  in  Florida,  reported  a  bill  for  his 
ivbef;  which  was  read  and  ordered  to  a  second 
icadiiig;  and,  on  motion  of  Mr.  H.  the  accompany- 
iBf  report  was  ordered  to  be  printed,  and  the  bill 
snade  ike  special  order  for  Wedeesday  next. 

Mr.  (ROBINSON,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Pnt<€Nfice  and  Post  Roads,  to  which  the  subject 
iad  %een  referred,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Wiam  B,  PVi]BUson  and  sureties;  which  was  read. 
and  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

M^  R.  from  the  same  committee,  to  which  w)i.s 
lefarsd  the  petition  of  the  heirs  of  Thomas  W. 
fieekety  asked  to  be  discharged  from  the  further 
consideration  of  the  subject;  which  was  agreed  to. 
Mr.  LYON,  from  the  Committee  on  Private 
Land  Claims,  to  which  had  b«en  referred  the  peti- 
lioBsof  Piraneis  Lamnture,  Ebenezer  Childs,  and 
Lions  Thompson,  reported  a  bill  for  their  relief; 
which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  a  second  reading, 
aad  the  accompanying  report  ordered  to  be  printed. 
Mr.  FULTON,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Pub- 
lic Lands,  lo  which  had  been  referred  the  bill  for 
ibe  relief  of  Henry  Wiison,  confirming  purchase.^ 
«f  certain  lands  in  Arkansas,  reported  the  mme 
without  amendment. 

Mr.  PRBSTTON  presented  the  |)etition  of  B?nja- 
ain  F.  Hard,  asking  compensation  for  losses  r  ui^- 
tuned  by  a  mail  contract;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Oraimtttee  on  the  Post  OflTice  and  Post  Roads. 
On  motion  by  Mr.  PRESTON, 
Ordered  That  the  petition  and  papers  of  Wm. 
Seaton,  on  the  files  of  the  Senato,  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims. 

Mr.  MORRIS,  from  the  Committee  on  Pensions, 
m  which  had  been  referred  the  petition  of  Samnel 
Crapia,  reported  a  bill  for  his  relief;  which  was 
lead,  aad  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  M.  also,  from  the  k-ame  committee,  made 
nnfaTorable  reports  on  the  petitions  of  Rnfas  R. 
Z^ane  and  ethers,  citizens  of  White  county,  Illinois, 
in  relation  to  Simon  Hail  and  Jotm  Niei,  and  a.*:k- 
«d  to  be  discharged  from  the  further  consideration 
thereof;  which  was  agreed  to. 

BCr.  LUMPKIN,  from  the  Commitiee  on  the 
Post  Offiee  and  Post  Roads,  to  which  had  been  re- 
ieired  the  memorials  of  the  Taunton  Branch  Rail- 
road Company,  and  of  Jesss  Smith,  made  an  un- 
laTorable  report  thereon,  and  ^i&ked  to  be  discharg- 
ed from  their  further  consideration;  which  ^a^ 
agreed  to,  and  the  reports  ordered  to  be  primed. 

Mr-  TIPTON,  from  the  Committee  on  Roads 
aad  Canals,  tn  which  was  referred  the  bill  to  grant 
10  the  States  and  incorporated  companies  engaged 
jB  the  ootistmction  of  roads  or  canals,  the  right  of 
way  through  the  public  lands  of  the  United  States, 
reported  the  same  without  amendment. 

Mr.  ROBBINS  submitted  the  following  resoln- 
lioBy  which,  after  some  remaclis  by  Mr.  R.  and 
Mr.  PRESTON,  was  agreed  to: 

■igssiipsd,  That  a  committee  be  appointed,  con- 

,  wting  office  members  of  the  Senate,  jointly  with 

■  aoeh  committee  as  may  be  appointed  by  the  House 

,af  Representatives,  to  consider  the  expediency  of 

\  proTidiiig  an  iostitution  of  learning,  to  be  establish- 

:  ed  iu  the  city  of  W^ashington,  for  the  application  of 

'^  legacy  tMequeatbed  by  Mr.  James  Smitbson,  of 

^lie  city  of  London,  to  the  United  States,  in  trust  for 

%tt  purpose;  also,  to  consid^sr  the  expediency  of  a 

^^harter   for  snch   institution;   together   with    the 

lowers  and  privities  which,  in  their   opinion,  ihs. 

maH  efaaner  onght  to  confer;  al.<o,  to  consider  the 

Opediency  of  ways  and  means  to  be   provided   by 

Cimgnss  other  than  said  legacy,  but  in  ^  addition 

'teieto,  aad  in  aid  of  said  beneroleni  intention, 

aad  lo  report  by  bill  or  bills  in  the  preioises. 


Mr.  CLAY  of  Kentucky  snbmittftd  the  Mlowing 
«eeiilation»  which  was  conaidered  aad  agreed  tot 

Rete/ved,  That  the  Secretary  of  tbeTreasniy  be 
directed  to  report  to  the  Senate  the  act  proceeds  of 
the  pnblic  lands  which  each  Stale  wouM  have  re- 
ceived up  to  and  including  the  «rst  of  January, 
1839,  under  the  bill  entitled  "An  act  to  appropriate 
for  a  limited  tiine  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the 
public  lands  of  tbe  United  States,  aad  for  granting 
land  to  certain  States,''  which  passed  both  Houses 
of  Congress,  if  it  had  received  the  approbation  of 
the  President. 

Mr.  CLAY  of  Alabama  submitted  tbe  following 
motion,  which  was  coasidered  and  agreed  to: 

BeaoM,  Thai  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  so 
amending  the  existing  laws  as  to  equalize  the 
amonntoflabejrto.be  performed,  and  the  amount 
of  oompeuHLtioa  to  be  received  by  the  several 
judges  of  the  Sapreme  Court. 

Mr.  WHITE  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tions,  which  w«re  considered  and  aerrecl  to: 

ReMleeif,  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be,  and  he 
hereby  i?.  required  to  report  to  the  Senate  the 
whole  amount  of  tbe  expenses  incurred  by  the  Uni- 
ted S(ate.%  i«  negotiating  and  concluding  the  treaty 
with  the  Cherokee  Indian?,  dated  29lh  December, 
1835,  to  whom  th«  'everal  suras  expended  were 
paid,  ihfj  Fum  paid  to  each,  and  for  what  particular 
service^'. 

Reso/vfd,  That  the  Sec  tary  ofWarbe,  and  he 
is  hereby,  required  to  rcpurt  to  the  Senate  whether 
Uke  commission  created  under  the  treat v  between 
the  United  States  and  the  Cherokee  Indians,  dated 
29ih  day  of  December,  1835,  for  the  adjudication 
of  claims  has  been  terminated;  and  it'  not,  by  what 
authority  the  said  commission  has  been  continued 
since  the  23d  day  of  May  lasi:  and,  further,  what 
has  been  the  expense  of  said  commission,  to  whom 
the  sums  expended  have  been  paid,  and  the  stuns 
paid  to  each  individual. 

Mr.  WHITE  said,  with  the  permission  of  the 
Senate,  he  would  offer  a  few  remarks  on  a  subject 
which  concerned  him  personally.  When  he  ar- 
rived here  some  days  since,  he  found  that  he  had 
been  appoint^  on  two  of  the  standin?  committees 
of  the  Senate,  but  as  the  state  of  his  health  was 
sach  as  to  prevent  him  from  paying  that  attention 
to  the  subjects  brought  before  them  whidi  the  Se- 
nate and  his  colleagues  on  the  committees  had  a 
right  lo  expect,  his  object  in  ri^in^  was  to  ask 
that  he  might  be  excused  from  serving'  on  them. 

A  fter  some  remarks  from  Mr.  KINQ  and  Mr. 
TIPTON,  \ti  which  the  services  of  Mr.  WHITE 
were  appropriat<»ly  noticed,  an<l  wishes  expressed 
that  he  would  change  his  determination, 

Mr.  WHITE  returned  thanks  to  the  gentlemen 
for  their  kindness  in  nodcing  his  efforts;  bnt  per- 
severing in  Its  ix'^ish,  the  Senate  acceded  thereto. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  KING,  by  unanimons  con- 
sent, it  was 

^UMktAy  That  the  Hon.  Jobn  Tipton  be  ap- 
pointed chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Indian 
Affairs,  and  that  the  President  of  the  Senate  ap- 
point a  men^ber  to  fill  the  vacancy  in  \iwA  com- 
mittee. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  NORVELL,  the  President  of 
the  Senate  was  also  directed  to  fill  the  vacancy  in 
the  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims,  occa- 
sioned by  the  resignation  of  the  Hon.  Hues  L. 
Whiti. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  HUBBARD,  aad  by  unani- 
mous consent,  the  resolution  offered  by  Mr.  Rivn 
some  days  since  was  taken  up,  and  agreed  to. 
GRADUATION  BILL. 

The  Senate  resomed  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to 
provide  for  the  reduction  and  graduation  of  the 
price  of  the  public  lands.  The  question  being  en 
the  amendment  submitted  yesterday  by  Mr.  Clay 
Ki^  Kentucky,  lo  limit  the  reduction  to  lands  only 
that  have  been  in  the  market  fifteen  years,  and  to 
the  quantites  of  80,  160,  aad  390  acifs,  according 
to  the  rate  of  reduction,  and  further,  to  distribute  the 


proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  public  lands  after  1840 
among  the  several  States  of  the  Union, 

Mr.  CLAY  addressed  the  Senate  in  favor  of 'ly* 
amendment,  after  whicli 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  addressed  the  Senate  in  oppo- 
sition to  the  amendments,  and  in  favor  of  the  bill 
as  at  present  amended;  after  which 

The  question  was  taken  on  Mr.  Clay's  amend- 
ments, and  they  were  rejected— yeas  13,  nays  29, 
as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Bayard,  Clay  of  Kentucky, 
Crittenden,  Davis,  Knight,  McKean,  Merrick, 
Prentiss,  Rabbins,  Smith  of  Indiana,  Southard, 
Swift,  and  Tipton— 13. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Brown,  Bu- 
chantfii,  Calhoun,  Clay  of  Alabama,  Foster,  Pul- 
ton, Hubbard,  King,  Linn,  Lumpkin,  Lyon,  Mou- 
ton,  Nicholas,  Niles,  Norvell,  Preston,  Rives, 
Roanr,  Robinson,  Strange,  Walker,  Wall,  White, 
Williams  of  Maine,  Williams  of  Miss.  Wright, 
and  Young — 29. 

Mr.  BENTON  then  submitted  the  ^i\j  cent 
clause  of  Mr.  Clay's  amendment — to  permit  actual 
settlers  to  enter  lands  that  have  been  in  the  market 
fifteen  years,  at  fifty  cents  per  acre,  the  quantity 
being  limited  to  eighty  acres  for  each  actual  settler. 

This  amendment  was  agreed  to—yeas  24,  naya 
.  19,  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Messrs.  Allen,  Bayard,  Benton. 
Clay  of  Alabama,  Clay  of  Kentucky,  Crittenden, 
Poster,  Pulton,  King,  Linn,  Lumpkin,  Lyon,  Mc- 
Kean, Merrick,  Mouton,  Nicholas,  Nortrell,  Ro- 
binson, Smith  of  Indiana,  Tipton,  Walker,  While, 
Williams  ef  Mississippi,  and  Young — ^24. 

NAYS— Messrs.-'  Brown,  Buchanan,  Calhoun, 
Davis,  Hubbard,  Knight,  Niles,  PrenUss,  Preston, 
Rives,  Roane,  Bobbins,  Ruggles,  Southard,  Strange, 
Swift,  Wall,  Williams  of  Me.  and  Wright— 19. 

On  motion  of  Mr  CLAY  of  Alabama, 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  printed  as  atpre- 
sent  amended,  and 
The  Senate  adjourned. 

IN  SENATE, 
TnirasDAT;  January  17, 1S39. 

The  PRESIDENT  communicated  a  report  fr^m 
the  War  Department,  containing  statements  showing 
the  contrlteu entered  into  by  that  Department  dur- 
ing the  year  1838;  which  was  laid  on  the  table, 
and  ordered  lo  be  printed. 

Mr.  LYON  presented  the  petiUon  of  Joseph 
Campan,  asking  for  a  patent  for  a  certain  tract  of 
land:  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Private  Land 
Claims. 

Mr.  PRENTISS  presented  the  petition  of  Ese- 
kiel  Rodgers;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Pensions. 

Mr.  BAYARD  presented  the  petition  of  sundry 
inhabitants  of  New  Castle  county,  Delaware,  pray- 
ing for  an  appropriation  for  the  construction  of  a 
harbor  at  Delaware  city:  referred  to  the  Cmnmit- 
tee  on  Commerce. 

Mr.  Sv^riFT,  from  the  Committee  on  Indian  Af- 
fairs, to  which  the  subject  had  bean  referred,  re- 
ported a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Benjamin  Murphy,  of 
Arkansas;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  a  >«• 
cond  reading. 

Mr.  WRIOHT,  from  the  Committea  on  Fi- 
nance, to  which  tb^  same  had  been  referred,  re- 
ported the  bill  from  the  House  for  the  relief  of 
Smith  and  Towns,  without  amendment.       " 

Mr.  WRIGHT,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
which  had  been  referred  the  petition  of  Henry  J. 
Pickering,  reported  a  bill  for  his  relief;  whiah  was 
read  and  ordered  to  a  aecond  reacling. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  ^n  Pensions,  an* 
favorable  to  the  petition  of  the  heire  of  Abraham 
White,  was  considered  and  cencurred  in. 

Mr.  NORVELL  gave  notice  that  he  would  to- 
morrow ask  leave  to  introduce  a  joint  resolution, 
providing  for  the  purchase  of  tha  island  at  the 
confluent  of  tfie  St.  Peters  an4  MisBissippi  rifera. 

On  motion  o!  Blr:  BAYARD,  the  Senate  took 
ue  aad  Miaidered,  u  in  Comndttc^  af  the  Whole, 
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the  biU  to  amend  the  wd  to  ertablisK  a  criminal 
court  in  fh«£!ulnfit  of:  Oohimbia?  end  aftvp-s&me 
remarks  trom  fdc.  B.  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be 
cn^rnssed  for  &  third  reading. 

GR^WATION  BILL. 

The  bill  to  provide  fi^  the  graduation  and  re- 
doc?  ion  of  the  price  of  the  pubUc  lands,  came  up 
on  its  third  reading,  Messrs.  CLAY,  CALHOUN: 
BUCHACTAn;  NILES,  BENTON,  &nd  KINCf 
addi^^tsed  ihe  Senate,  and  (l^e  qoesti^n  on  the. pas* 
sage  of  the  bill  being  tnken,  resulted-^-a^es  37^ 
noe^  S2,  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs:  Alien,  Benton,  Buchanan,  Clay 
of  Alabama,  Cnthbert,  Foster,  Fulton,  Hubbard, 
Ein^,  Llmi,  LniQpkln,  Lyon,  Moutoh,  Nicholas) 
-Nile9j  NorVell,  Pierce,  Robinson,  Sevier,  Smith  of 
Conneciicut,  Srnith  of  Indiana,  Tipton,  Walker, 
White,  Willian^  of  Missi^ippi,  Wi^S^t  and  Young 
.-^27. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Bayard,  Brown,  Calhoun,  Clay 
of  Kentucky,  Crittenden,  Paris,  Knight,  MeKean^ 
Merrick,  Prentiss,  Preston,  Rives,  Roane,  Robbins^ 
I^uggles,  Southard, 'Spence,  Strainge,  Swift,  Tail4 
mnds^e,  Wall,  and  Williatns  of  Maine-^92. 

Th^  PBESI DEIST  communicated  reports  from 
fhe'  Executive  Departments  as  follows; '  which  were 
SFverally  laid  on  the '  tiible,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed: 

A  commnnieation  from  the  Commissioner  of  ihe 
(General  Land  Office,  enclosiug  reports  of  the  Su^ 
veyors  General  of  Illinois  and  Kfissouri,  which 
Were  not  received  in  time  to  be  included  in  the  an- 
nual report  of  that  bureau. 

A  report  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  enclosing 
a  statement  from  the  Indian  Bureau,  stiowing  the 
number  of  persons  employed  in  that  branch  of  the 
pnblic  servi^. 

A  teport  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
made  in  compliance  with  the  resolution  of  the  lOih 
instant,  showing  the  amount  that  would  have  been 
distributed  up  to  June,  1839,  under  the  bill  to  pro« 
vide  for  the  distribution  of  the  proceeds  of  the 
sal&i  of  the  publid  lands,  which  passed  both  Houses 
and  was  vetoed  by  President  Jackson. 

Mr.  BENTON  suYimitted  a  document  prepared 
by  Gen.  Hernandez  rdative  to  the  billfor  the  armed 
occupation  of  ^Florida, 

On  motion. 

The  Senate  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OP  REPRESENTATIVES, 
THUttSDir,  January  17,  1839. 

Mr.  SALTONSTALL,  from  the  t>)mmittee  on 
Claims,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  John . 

Mr.  CONNOR,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Post  Office  and  Post  Roads,  reported,  without 
amendment.  Senate  bill  regnlatlnj^  the  transporta- 
tion of  (the  mail  by  i  ailroads-,  which  was  read  a 
tfaiivi  time;  and  passed. 

Mr.  HUBLEV  asked  the  consent  of  the  House  to 
take  up  mud  eoiisid^r  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Peter 
Moors  liad  Cotf  and  otbtor^  which  was  agreed  to, 
and  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third^reluling  to-day; 

Mr.  CRAIG,  iVom  the  Committee  on  Revolu- 
tionary :Ch(>^ms,  reported,  with  a  recommendation 
thatrjft  do -not  pass,  Senate  bill  for  the  relief  of  the 
legal  representatives  of  Captain  Thomas  Ripley; 
.  and  taid  bi»)  ams  Mid  on  the  table. 
.  Mr.ADAMS^from  the  Coofuiittee  on  Manufac- 
tures, nqlarted  a  bill  to  atKhorize  Isaac  Ga»e,  of 
Augusta,  iwibe  Sfaie  of  Maine,  to  import,  tVee  of 
duty,  the  iron  materials  for  the  construrtion  of 
st(ean»/ve8Silla  to  bd  t»td  in  Ilie  coasting  trade. 

Mr.  rINOHAMj  f^m  the  Committee  oh  Naval 
Aflhirsjireponed  »bill  for  the  relief  of  the  widow 
of  JohnMankaU; 

Al60^.«.Ml  Ibrthe  relief  of  Dr.  J.  M.  Foltz. 

Also;  Iheftfttowing  resolution: 

JUsotat,  (That  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs 
be  instructed^  to  inqttir^'  into  the  expediency  of 
l>nilding  fivi^^rigsvrsehooners  for  the  public  Ker- 
vieeif,ib#sMDe  having  been  recommended  by  the 
Secretary  .mC  the  Navy. 

'?iMitifI0 WARP  strbmitted  an  amendment  pro- 
poaing't^yvsioid  the  itiqaity  to  the  expediency  of 
o<ttsaBBctia|^«nA(  or  more  steam  revenue  cutters^ 
bullMvitiidiffw  il  aa4lW«ragg^onof  Mr;lNOB^^ 


that  the  subject  was  already  before  the  Naval  Com- 
mittee. 

BCr.  PETRIKIN  should  like  to  know  where  was 
the  use  of  adopting  a  resolution  from  the  Naval 
Committee  to  instrnat  itself.  If  the  object  was  con- 
sidered by  that  fiommittee  to  be  a  piopero&e,  let 
them  take  the  responsibility,  and  not  relieve  them- 
selves by  throwing  it  thus  indiieetly  upon  the 
House. 

Mr.  INGHAM  replied  that  this  was  the  inyaria- 
ble  usage  of  .the  House,  at  leaai  ever  8in«e  he  bad 
been  a  member  of  it,  to  instruct  a  committee  on  a 
subject  which  was  not  already  before  them.  The. 
committee  could  not  repojt  otherwise  on  thisaub' 
ject,  because,  though  the  object  was  recommended 
by  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  his  report  had  not 
yet  been  referreid  to  the  Nav«l  Committee.  Hence 
the  committee  was  driven  to  adopt  this  course. 

The  resolution  was  then  eoncirmd  in. 

The  following  message  from  the  President  of  Ihe 
United  States  was  laid  before  the  Ho«se  by  the 
Chair: 
TV  the  Haute  of  Repn$enUHi9ts: 

I  lay  before  you  a  oommnnication  from  the  Se- 
cretary of  War,  which  is  acoompanied  by  one 
from  the  Commissioner  of  Indian  AiTaiis,  svgffest- 
ing  the  propriety  of  setting  apart  a  tcact  ef  country 
west  of  the  Mississippi  for  the  Seminole  Indians, 
so  that  they  may  be  separate  from  the  Creeks;  and 
representing  the  necessity  of  a  small  appropriation 
for  supplying  the  immediate  wants  of  those  who 
have  been  removed;  and  I  respectfnlly  recomfnend 
these  subjects  to  the  early  consideration  and  favo- 
rable action  of  Congress. 

M.  VAN  BUREN. 
Washington,  Jan.  16,  1839. 

Also,  a  leUer  from  m«  Secreur/  Af  War,  trans- 
mittiog  information  called  fpr  by  the  resolution  of 
the  31st  December,  ultimo,  in  relation  to  the  dis- 
tribution of  arms  to  the  militia  of  the  United  States, 
under  the  act  of  April  93,  1808;  which  letter  was 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Also,  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  trans- 
mitting a  statement  of  the  contracts  made  by  the 
various  officers  of  the  War  Department  on  behalf 
of  the  United  States  in  the  year  1838;  which  letter 
and  statements  were  laid  on  the  table. 

Also,  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  State  of  Ver- 
mont, enclosing  the  credentials  of  the  Vermont 
delegation  for  the  26th  Congress  of  ihe  United 
States;  which  wa.«  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  SALTONSTALL,  from  the  Committee  of 
Claims,  made  an  unfavorable  report  upon  the  peti- 
tion of  William  Kilgore:  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  CUSHMAN,  from  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce, made  an  unfavorable  report  on  the  petition 
o[  Charles  Whitcomb  and  James  Gullison:  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  CASEY  presented  to  the  House  certain  do- 
cuments from  the  Secretary  of  War,  in  niatioa  to 
an  application  which  had  been  made  to  Congiess 
by  J.  B.  Beaubien  and  his  associates,  for  his  con- 
^rmation  of  their  claim  to  the  militory  reservation 
at  Fort  Dearborn,  adjoining  the  city  of  Chicago,  on 
Lake  Michigan;  which,  en  his  motion,  was^i^ered 
to  be  printed  and  laid  on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  ADAMS,  the  Committee  on 
ManuCactnres  waa  discharged  from  the  further  con- 
sideration of  the  petition  of  William  Colegate  and 
others,  in  relation  to  the  daty  on  ntarch;  and  it  was 
referred  to  the  same  Committee  of  the  Whc^ 
House  on  the  state  of  ihe  Union  to  which  was  re- 
ferred a  bill  upon  the  same  subject. 

Mr.  LEGARE  said  that,  yesterday,  in  making 
the  report  upon  the  memorial  of  certain  citizens  of 
Massachnseits,  praying  for  a  congress  of  nations, 
fbr  the  settlement  of  national  disputes,  he  had  neg- 
lected to  make  the  motion  that  the  Fame  be  printed. 
He  wonld  beg  leave  now  to  make  that  motion. 

Mr.  HOWARD  suggested  the  following  amend- 
ment: 

"For  reasons  slated  in  the  report  of  the  Commit- 
tee on  Foreign  Affairs,  made  to  the  House  on  13th 
June,  1838,  and  numbered  979,  in  the  printed  do- 
cuments of  the  2d  session  of  the  35th  Congress.'* 

Mr.  ADAMS  suggested  the  propriety  of  amend- 
ing the  motion  so  as  to  ioelnde  the  memorial 
which  he  presented  last  year,  forming  the  basis  of 
this  veport,:aiid  also  those  fresented  since.    These 


memorialists  seem  to  be  well  acquainted  with  the 
report  made  bv  the  gentleman  al  the  last  session. 

Mr.  LEGARE  had  no  objection  to  this  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  ADAMS  said  he  presumed  the  committee 
had  hot  looked  into  the  memortal  which  discusns 
the  report  made  by  that  committee  at'  the  last  ses- 
sion. It  was  the  most  luminous  of  all  presented 
them.  He  hoped  the  present  report  would  be  re- 
committed to  that  committee  to  t^ke  into  conside- 
ration these  memorials.  He  had  many  'upoa  the 
same  subject  which  had  not  yet  l)een  presented, 
from  enlightened  citizens  from  various  parts  of  the 
Union. 

The  SPEAKER  decided  that  the  motion  to  priat 
was  a  distinct  one  from  that  of  the  CommiUee 
on  Foreign  Affairs.  It  would  not,  therefore,  heia 
order  to  amend  that  motion  by  moving  to  reoon- 
mit  the  report;  but  a  motion  to  recommit  and  print 
would  be  in  order. 

Mr.  ADAMS  so  modified  his  motion. 

Smne  conversation  took  place  between  Mesvs. 
AD4MS  and  LEQARB  in  relation  to  the  meiM>- 
rials  presented,  and  the  report  of  the  committee  of 
the  last  session  upon  this  subject,  when 

Mr.  HOWARD  said  there  were  two  daises  ef 
memorials  before  the  committee;  one  clasps  leUtiaK 
to  the  creating  4)f  a  congress  of  nations,  to  settle 
national  difficulties  generally,  and  the  other  asking 
the  interposition  of  the  United  Stales  between  die 
Republic  of  Mexico  and  the  French  nation.  The 
latter  class  the  committee  now  had  under  considera- 
tion, and,  he  hoped,  would  be  prepared  in  a  few 
days  to  make  a  report  thereupon.  The  former,  pro- 
posing a  congress  of  nations,  had  been  fully  con- 
sider^ and  reported  upon  by  that  commiaee  at  the 
last  session.  No  new  matter  on  the  fornier  point 
had  been  brought  before  them  in  these  memocials, 
which  they  did  not  touch  upon  at  that  time;  and  it 
was  for  that  reason  that  the  commiitee  asked  to  be 
discharged  from  the  farther  consideration  of  the 
subject.  He  had  no  objection  to  vote  for  printing 
the  memorial  also.  Mr.  H.  was  understood  to  say 
that  the  report  had  been  founded  upon  one  me- 
morial. 

Mr.  ADAMS  rejoined,  that  as  this  report  had 
been  founded  upon  but  one  single  memorial,  he 
considered  it  an  additional  reason  why  it  should  be 
recommitted.  He  considered  the  report  made  by 
that  committee  at  the  last  session,  one  of  the  ablest 
that  had  ever  been  produced  upon  ihat  subject,' and 
wouU  be  willing  to  vote  for  printing  1,000,000 
copies  to  disseminate  among  the  people. 

Some  further  conversation  here  took  place  be- 
tween Messrs.  LEGARE,  CUSHING,  and  AD- 
AMS.   \ 

Mr.  PETRIKIN,  having  obtained  the  floor, 
moved  the  previous  question,  but  subsequently 
withdrew  it  for  an  explanation  from 

Mr.  ADAMS  said,  as  he  felt  {himself  satis- 
fied by  the  explanations  of  the  gentlemen  of  ibe 
commiitee,  he  would  withdraw  his  motion  to  re- 
commit, but  insist  on  that  to  print  the  memorial. 

Mr.  PETRIKIN  here  renewed  his  motion  for 
the  previous  question,  which  was  scconded-^yeas 
68,  nays  57. 

The  main  question  was  then  ordered,  being  up- 
on the  motion  of  Mr.  LAGARE,  to  print  then- 
port  of  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs,  made  on 
yesterday,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  ELMORE  asked  leave  of  the  House  tn  take 
up  the  reeolntion  submitted  by  him  on  the  8th  of 
January,  calling  for  information  from  tbe  Seicre- 
tary  of  the  Treasury  on  the  subject  of  imports,  ex- 
ports, and  duties;  which  A^'as  agreed  to,  and  theie- 
•olutiun  adopted.       ^ 

Mr.  TILLING  II  AST  gave  notice  that  he  should 
to-morrow  ask  leare  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  allow  a 
drawback  on  duties  on  imported  hemp,  when 
raaaufidctured  into  cordage  ?.  i^.  exported. 

The  House  then  resumed  the  consideration  of 
Mr.  CAMBRELEiVG'S  motion  to  raise  a  select 
committee  to  investigate  the  defalcations  of  Samael 
Swartwout,  the  questiin  bcieg  on  the  motion  to 
strike  from  the  modified  resolution  the  proposi- 
tion to  raise  said  com  uiittec  by  ballot. 

Mr.  DUNCAN  addressed  the  House  at  some 
length;  and  having  concluded  his  remarks, 
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Ur.  PSTRIKIN  obuOned  the  floor,  and  moved 
tbe  prerious  qaestion. 

Mr.  GRENNELJL  mo^ed  a  call  of  the  Housr; 
bcfofe  taking  the  qaestion,  however, 

Mr.  PETRlKHf  withdrew  the  motion  for  the 
^Tiow  qnertioii,  at  the  solicitation,  of 

Mr.  STANLY,  who,  having  spoken  some  time 
jnr^tf  to  Mr.  Duncam,  renewed  the  motion  for 
ihe  ^evioes  question. 

Mr.  Wia£  inqoired  what  wonkl  be  the  effect  of 
te  motiDQ&r  Ihe  previons  questioo,  if  it  lurevailed? 
Woaklilnoc  coc  off  tbe  amendment  which  pro- 
posed the  appointment  of  the  committee  ky  baOot? 

TKe  SPEAKER  replied  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  WISE  moved  a  call  of  the  House;  which 
was  taken  by  tellers;  and  there  appeared  to  be  91 
in  the  call  and  90  against  it.  Toe  SpcAJtsE  voted 
agaiBitit,  and  ooaseqnently  it  was  lost. 

Mr.  KENNEDY  obtained  the  door,  and  moved 
that  the  House  adjourn;  upon  which  motion, 

Mr.  COFFIN  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays; 
which  were  oniered,  and  appeared  as  follows: — 
yeas  14,  says  193.    So  the  House  refused  to  ad- 

Mr.  R.  GARLAND  renewed  the  motk>n  for  a 
call  of  llie  House;  which  was  taken  by  tellers,  and 
there  appearing  99  for  it,  and  101  against  it,  was 
aceofdu^Jy  decided  in  the  negative. 

The  qaestion  then  recurred  upon  the  motion  for 
tbe  prevkHis  question;  which,  bemg  taken  by  tellers, 
and  theiw  appearing  94  for  it  and  118  against  it, 
was  aoeordingly  d^ded  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  KENNEDY,  being  entitled  to  tbe  floor, 
proceeded  to  discuss  for  a  short  time  the  proposi- 
tion before  the  House,  but  waived  his  right  to  ad- 
nut  a  motion  for  adjournment. 

The  qaestion  upon  the  motion  to  adjourn  was 
then  taken  and  decided  in  the  negative — ^yeas  S3, 
Bays  113. 

Mr.  KENNEDY  intimated  a  wish  that  the  Jloase 
ibonkl  oome  to  a  deci^don  upon  the  subject  before 
it;  and,  to  enable  it  to  do  so,  suspended  all  further 
itaiarkB. 

The  qaestion  being  on  the  proposition  of  Mr. 
Thomas  of  Bdaryland,  to  strike  from  ihe  ameud- 
mcnt  mored  by  Mr.  OAatiND  of  Virginia  the 
words  **eleet  by  ballot,"  and  insert  the  words  *'viva 

SMC  " 

Mr.  FILLMORE  thereon  demanded  the  yeas 
aadaays. 

Mr.  SMITH  inquired  of  the  Chair  if  the  amend- 
ment to  the  amendment  would  not,  as  involving  a 
ciMUige  of  tbe  rules,  require  a  majority  of  two- 
Xbiids  for  its  adoption. 

The  SPEAKER  was  understood  to  say  that  if 
the  amendment  to  the  amendment  required  two- 
thiids,  it  would  also  require  iwo-ihirds  to  adopt  ihe 
rcseintion.  He  decided  thai  it  was  competent  lor 
a  majority  to  amend  ibe  resoiutioo;  bat,  as  it  ia- 
volTei  achangeof  the  rules,  it  would  require  a  vote 
of  two-thirds  to  pass  it,  and  cited  precedents  ot  the 
Hoose  and  parliamentary  law  to  sostain  him  iii  his 
decision. 

Mr.  WISE  said  he  did  not  ooincide  with  the  opi- 
nion of  tbe  Spkakes;  that  the  law  did  not  satisfy 
his  mind.  He  contended  that  it  was  not  competent 
fof  ike  Cbaie  to  entertain  a  motion,  wbk^h  was,  in 
cfliect,  to  change  and  abrogate  the  rales  of  the 
Hooie,  and  sUited  his  point  of  order  to  be  founded 
vpoa  tlie  rules  of  the  Hoase,  in  the  following  words: 
■^AU  comnuitees  shall  be  appointed  by  the  Speaker, 
nnkss  otherwise  specially  directed  by  tbe  House; 
ia  which  case  ihey  shall  be  appointed  by  ballot." 

The  SPEAKER  decided  that  it  was  in  order  to 
move  the  amendment,  and  that  the  point  raised 
might  be  .■'a  fit  groand  for  its  rejection  by  that 
House,  but  not  within  the  competence  of  the  Spbak- 
MM,  to  snppresB,  as  if  it  were  against  order;'*  that  if 
the  amendment  to  the  amendment  be  agreed  to  by 
a  xaajority,  and  the  amcadment  as  amesded  be  in- 
corporated into  the  resolution  by  a  majority,  the 
leanlation,  in  that  form,  would  require,  under  the 
119th  rale,  which  provides,  *'nor  shall  any  rule  be 
napended  except  by  a  vote  of  at  least  two-thirds  of 
tlie  members  present/'  a  vole  of  two-thirds  to  pass 
Ibe  name. 

Mr.  WISE  appealed  from  this  decision  of  the 
Chais,  and  den^anded  the  yeas  and  nays  upon  said 


Mr.  ELMORE  suggested  to  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia  [Mr.  Wise]  that  this  was  not  the  time  to 
raise  the  question  of  order;  that  it  would  be  much 
better  to  raise  it  upon  the  resolution  itself,  and  not 
on  a  preliminary  motion. 

Mr.  WISE  replied  that  it  was  the  proper 
time;  he  wanted  the  Hoose  to  determine  whether 
it  was  competent  to  entertain  a  motion  that,  m  his 
opinion,  violated  a  rule  of  the  House. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  here  read  the  rule  of  the 
House,  which,  in  substance,  says  that  a  proposi- 
tion to  amend  the  rules  should  be  submitted  one 
day  previous  to  the  question  on  its  actioo;  and 
gave  it  as  his  opinion  that  it  was  not  in  order  to 
entertain  the  motion  to  amend  the  resolution. 

Mr.  BANKS,  m  sobstaoce,  said  he  had  risen  for 
the  purpose  of  sustaining  the  decision  of  the  Chair, 
and  should  have  preferred  adhering  to  the  course 
he  had  prescribed  to  himself  in  voting  rather  than 
in  participating  in  the  protracted  and  boundless 
debates  of  this  House,  and  especially  opon  the  re- 
solutions and  the  amendments  now  under  conside- 
ration; hot,  concurring  in  the  decision  made  by  the 
Chair  in  the  question  of  order  now  raised,  and  as 
an  appeal  bad  been  taken  from  that  decision  to  the 
House,  he  felt  bound  by  every  consideration  of  du- 
ty which  he  owed  to  him^lf  aud  the  privileges  due 
to  every  member  of  the  House,  briefly  to  assign  the 
reasons  for  the  opinion  he  entertained.  He  regret- 
ted that,  in  the  views  he  should  present  upon  this 
subject,  he  s^faoold  be  compelled,  by  way  of  illustra- 
tion, to  allude  to  the  practice  of  another  legislative 
body,  over  whose  deliberatk>ns  he  long  had  the  ho- 
nor of  presiding. 

Mr.  Speaker,  said  Mr.  B.  what  is  the  question 
we  are  called  upon  to  decide?  Certain  resolutions 
have  been  introduced  proposing  to  raise  a  commit- 
tee to  investigatr  ihe  defalcation  of  Mr.  Swartwout, 
late  collector  at  the  port  of  New  York — a  motion 
had  been  made  by  hiit  colleague  [Mr.  Wise]  to 
amend  the  resolutions  so  as  to  change  the  mode  of 
appointing  the  committee,  by  inserting  the  words 
"by  ballot,**  and  the  gentleman  from  Maryland 
IMr.  Thomas]  had  moved  to  amend  the  amend- 
ment, by  sabstitoting  in  lieu  thereof,  ^^viva  voee.^* 
He  adced  whether  it  was  in  order  to  move  to  amend 
the  amendment.  There  could  be  no  doubt  upon 
that  point.  It  is  a  principle  of  parliamentary  law 
recognized  by  every  writer  upon  the  subject,  and 
practised  opon  by  every  legislative  body  known  to 
our  history,  that  a  further  amendment,  at  this  time, 
woo  Id  not  be  in  order.  However  inconsistent  or 
incompatible  an  amendment  nmy  be  to  one  already 
agreed  to,  or  to  the  main  question  itself,  it  famish- 
ed proper  groand  for  its  rejection  by  the  Hoose, 
but  it  could  not  be  suppres^A  by  tbe  Speaker. 
Supi>oM  that  the  proposition  of  the  gentleman  from 
Maryland  was  in  direct  and  palpable  violation  of 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  could  the 
Speaker  say  that  it  was  out  of  order,  and,  there- 
fore, not  entertain  the  mcalon?  Sorely  net,  sir. 
Each  member  decides  tor  himself  what  is  constitu- 
tional of  unconsdtutional,  expedient  or  inezpe* 
dient.  Tbe  only  question  for  the  Speaker  to  de- 
cide, when  a  proposition  is  submitted,  is  whether  it 
is  in  order  to  amend.  If  that  question  be  answered 
affirmatively,  he  has  no  right  to  decide  upon 
the  character  or  bearing  of  the  proposition  or  amend- 
ment. If  this  amendment  to  the  amendment  s^hould 
be  adopted,  and  finally  become  innorporntcd  with, 
and  stand  as  a  part  of  the  original  reso.uiion,  then 
by  another  rule  of  the  House,  it  would  require 
two-thirds  of  the  members  present  to  pass  the  re- 
solution, which  he  believed  wonld  be  carried  by 
nioe^tentfas  of  the  members  of  this  body,,  for  no 
member  wa.i  opposed  to  this  invesdgation. 
In  the  House  of  Delegates  of  Virginia 
every  thing  there  is  decided  by  a  majority  of  the 
House;  we  know  nothing  of  this  two-thirds  system. 
By  a  standing  rule  of  that  House,  no  committee, 
whether  standing  or  select,  shall  be  less  than  ISve, 
nor  more  than  thirteen  members;  It  had  oHen 
happened  there,  upon  great  and  general  questions, 
affecting  every  portion  of  the  State,  a  resolution 
would  be  Adopted  directing  the  SpeQker  lo  lake  one 
memb**r  from  each  Congressional  or  Senatorial 
distnct,the  standing  role,  by  the  action  of  the  Hoose 
itself,  would  be,  pro  tmUOf  suspended  or  repeated. 
So  the  same  principle  wonld  prevail  here  under 


the  rules  of  this  House.  But-,  sir,  you  are  doing 
every  day  in  practice  the  identical  principie  in- 
volved in  this  amendment.  He  would  nor,  havt- 
ever,  recapitulate  and  comment  upon  the  precedents 
and  authorities  brought  to  bear  upon  this  question 
by  the  Speaker,  and  would  not  trespass  long^'r 
upon  the  patience  of  the  House,  believing  that 
action  was  more  important  than  words. 

Mr.  JOHNSON  of  Maryland  replied  bncAy  to 
Mr.  Banks,  and  in  opposition  to  the  decision  olthe 
Speaker;  and  contended  thai  the  adoption  of  the 
two^hird  principle,  by  eutertaining  the  motion  to 
incorporate  in  this  resolution  the  words  vwa  vote, 
would  be  practising  a  fraud  upon  the  House. 

The  SPEAKER  here  made  a  further  brief  ex- 
planation in  support  of  his  decision. 

Mr.  HARLAN  moved  the  previous  question 
upon  the  a -peal,  which  was  seconded. 

The  uiaij  question  being,  "shall  the  decision  of 
the  Chair  stand  as  the  judgment  of  the  Hoosel" 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  demanded  the  yeas  and 
nays  opon  that  question;  which  were  ordered.  • 

Mr.  WISE,  thereupon,  withdrew  his  appeal. 

Ml.  CAMBRELENG  so  modified  his  original 
resolution,  as  to  accept  the  words  ^M«a  voco*^  in 
the  place  of  by  ballot. 

Mr.  WISE  inquired  if  the  resolution  in  this  form, 
providing  for  the  appointment  of  the  committee 
viva  voce,  was  in  order. 

The  SPEAKER  decided  it  to  be  in  order;  bat 
that,  if  the  resolution,  in  iis  modified  form,  be 
agreed  to,  it  would  operate  as  a  suspension  of  the 
rules,  and  would  require  a  *^vote  of  at  least  two* 
thirds  of  the  members  present*'  to  pass  the  same; 
and  that,  if  not  passed  by  a  vote  of  two-thirds,  the 
message  of  the  President  would  remain  the  business 
before  the  House  subject  to  be  referred  to  a  com- 
mittee to  be  appointed  by  ballot,  or  to  any  other 
disposition  which  the  House  might  choose  to  make 
of  it. 

The  r;'Sol«!i(»a  bein^r  modified  by  the  mover  lo 
read  "appointed  by  the  House  viva  voce,^^  the 
amendment  moved  to  the  original  resolution  by 
Mr.  Garlano  of  Virginia,  and  the  amendment 
moved  thereto  by  Mr.  Thomas,  fell. 

Mr.  MARVIN  asked  Whether  it  wonld  be  in  or- 
der so  to  amend  the  resolution,  as  modified,  as  to 
strike  out  the  words  viva  voce,  and  insert  the  words 
by  ballot. 

The  SPEAKER  decided  that  it  would. 

Mr.  MARVIN  then  moved  to  amend  the  resolu- 
tion accordingly. 

Mr.  R.  GARLAND  demanded  the  yeas  and 
nays  upon  that  motion,  which  were  ordered,  and 
were  as  follows: 

YEAS — ^Messrs.  Adams,  Alexander,  Hcman  Al- 
len, John  W.  Allen,  Aycrigg,  Bell,  Biddle,  Bond, 
Borden,  William  B.  Calhoun,  John  Calhoou, 
Wm.  B.  Campbell,  Carter,  Chambers,  Cheatham, 
Childs,  Clark,  Coffin,  Corvvm,  Cranston,  Crockeir, 
Curtis,  Cushing,  Darlington,  Dawson,  Davies,  De- 
berry,  Dunn,  Edwards,  Evans,  Everett,  Ewing, 
Richard  Fletcher,  Fillmore,  James  Garland,  Rice 
Garland,  Gidding?,  GK)ode,  James  Graham,  Wil- 
liam Graham,  Grantland,  Graves,  Grennell,  Hall, 
Harlan,  Harper,  Ha5tings,  Hawes,  Henry,  Herod, 
Hoffman,  Hopkins,  Jabez  Jackson,  Henry  John- 
son, Wm.  Cost  Johnson,  Legs  re,  Lincoln,  Ma  I  lo- 
ry, Marvin,  Samson  Mason,  May,  Maxwell,  Mc- 
Kennan,  Menefee,  Mercer,  Milligan,Mitchell,  Ma- 
thias  Morris,  Calvary  Morris,  Naylor,  Noyes, 
Ogle,  Pearce,  Peck,  Pickens,  Pope,  Potts,  Sergeant 
S.  Prenti*s,  Putnam,  Rariden,  Randolph,  Reed, 
Rencher,  Ridgway,  John  Robertson,  fidward  Ro- 
binson, Rumsey,  Russell,  Saltonstall,  Sawyer,  Ser- 
geiani,  A.  H.  Shepperd,  Shields,  Sibley,  Slade, 
Smith,  Soufhgate,  Stanly,  Stone,  Siratton,  Talia- 
ferro, Thompson,  TillinghastjToland,  Underwood, 
Albert  S.  White,  John  White,  Lewis  Williams, 
Williams,  Joseph  L.  Williams,  Christopher  H. 
Williams,  Wise,  Word,  and  Yorke— 113. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Anderson,  Andrews,  Ather- 
ton,  Banks,  Beatty,  Beime,  Bicknell,  Birdsall, 
Boon,.  Bouldin,  Bredhead,  Bronson,  Bynum,  Cam- 
brelcDg,  John  Campbell,  Casey,  Chaney,  Chap- 
man, Cleveland,  Coles,  Connor,  Grabb,  Craig, 
Crary,  Cushman,  Davee,  DeGraff.  l>romgoole, 
Duncan,  Ellmore,  Parrmgton,  Isaac  Fetcher^  Fry, 
Gallup,  Grant,  Gray,    Griffin,  Haley,   Hamer, 
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HarrUon,  Uawkim ,  Haynes,  H6Isejr,  Holt,  How- 
ard, Hnbley,  Win.  H.  Hanter,  Robert  M.  T.  Hun- 
tor,  Ingbaui,  Tbomaa  .B.  Jackson,  Joseph  John* 
«on^  Nathaniel  Jones,  Keim,  Kemtle,  Klingen- 
biniih,  Leadbetter,  Lewis,  Logan,  Loomia,  James 
M.  Maaon,  Martin,  McKay,  Robert  McOel- 
lan,  Abraham  McClellan,  McClnre,  Miller, 
Montgomery,  Moore,  Moi^gan,  Mnrrary,  Noble, 
Owens,  Palmer,  Pannenter,  Parris,  Pinter,  Petri- 
kin,  Pheipe,  Potter,  Pratt,  John  H.  Prentiss,  Ri* 
ley,  Richardson,  Rives,  Sheffer,  Charles  Shepard, 
Sheplor,  Spencer,  Stnait,  Swearingen,  Taylor, 
Thomas,  Titns,  Toaeey,  Towns,  Turney,  Vail, 
Vanderveer,  Wegener,  Weeks,  Whittlesey,  Sher* 
lod  Williams,  Jared  W.  Williams,  Worthington, 
and  Yell— 105. 

So  the  amendment  of  Mr.  MiftviN  was  agreed  to. 

The  question  then  recurred  upon  the  adoption  o/ 
the  resolntion;  and  npon  that  question, 

Mr.  KENNEDY  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays; 
which  were  not  ordered. 

The  resolutions,  as  follows,  were  then  agreed  to: 

**ilct0{««d.  That  the  commnnication  from  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  of  the  8th  of  De- 
cember, 1838,  relating  to  the  defalcation  of  the  late 
collector  of  the  port  of  New  York,  except  so  much 
as  relates  to  a  modification  of  the  revenue  laws,  be 
referred  to  a  select  committee  of  nine  memben«,  to 
be  appointed  by  the  House  by  ballot,  whose  duty 
it  shall  be  to  inquire  into  the  causes  and  extent  of 
the  late  defalcations  of  the  custom-house  at  New 
York  and  other  places— the  length  of  time  they 
have  existed — the  correctness  of  the  returns  which 
have  been  made  by  the  collectors,  naval  and  other 
officers,  and  the  deposite  banks,  respectively,  and 
all  snch  facts  connected  with  the  said  defalcations 
as  may  be  deemed  material  to  develope  their  true 
character. 

"Be  U  further  resolved,  That  the  said  committee 
be  required  to  inquire  into  and  make  report  of  any 
defalcations  among  the  collectors,  receivers,  and 
disbursers  of  the  public  money,  which  may  now 
exisr,  who  are  the  defaulters;  the  amount  of  defal- 
cations, the  length  of  time  they  have  ej^isted,  and 
the  causes  whica  led  to  them:  and  that  the  said 
eomminee  have  power  to  send  for  persons  and  pa- 
pers." 

Mr.  CAMBRELENQ  expressed  a  wish  that  the 
House  would  make  it  the  order  of  the  day  for  to- 
morrow to  go  into  a  ballot. 

Mr.  COPFIN  moved  that  the  Home  proceed 
immediately  to  ballot 

Mr.  GRANT  f moved  that  the  House  adjourn; 
which  was  taken  by  tellers,  and  decided  in  the  ne- 
gative. 

Mr.  Coffin's  motion  was  then  agreed  to,  and 
the  House  accordingly  proceeded  to  ballot. 

The  SPEAKER  appointed  Messrs.  DaoMoooLS, 
J.  Oarland  and  Marvin,  as  tellers  to  count  the 
bolldts. 

RESULT  OP  THE  FIRST  BALLOT. 

Number  of  ballots     -       -        -       -        110 

Necessary  to  a  choice      -       -       -        106 

Adams  5;  Heman  Allen  3;  John  W.  Allen  1; 
Anderson  3;  Atberton  17;  Banks  2;  Beatty  1; 
Bell  5;  Bicknell  1;  BiH  lie  5;  Boon  9;  Boaldiu  6; 
Brodhead  3;  P*yu\xn\  20]  William  B.  Calhoun  3; 
John  CalhooU  1;  CambreleDi;  8;  William  B.Camp- 
bell 1;  Carter  1;  Casey  39;  Clark  8j  Coles  2;  Con- 
nor 1;  Corwtn  4;  Crary  3;  Curtis  123;  Cushman 
93;  Darlington  2;  Dawt>on  119;  Davee3;DeOiaflr3; 
Dromgoole  19;  Duncan  5;  Dunn  1:  Elmore  112; 
Evans  6;  Everett  2;  Parrington  1;  Foster  2;  Fry  3; 
James  Garland  29;  Rice  Garland  22;  Graniland  1; 
Gray  5;  Haley  1;  Hamer  84;  Harlan  13:>;  Har- 
rison 1;  Haynes  4;  Hoffman  3;  Holwy  I;  Holt  1; 
Hopkins  103;  Howard  4;  Hublcy  89;  Robert  M. 
T.  Hunter  3;  Ingham  15;  Henry  Johnson  3;  Wil- 
liam Cost  Johnson  1;  Nathaniel  Jones  21;  Keim  3; 
Kemble  4;  Kennedy  2;  Klingensmith  2;  Legare  8; 
Leadbetter  1;  Lewis  7;  Lincoln  8;  Loomi»  1; 
Lyon  2;  Marvin  1;  James  M.  Mason  12;  Samson 
Mason  I;  Martin  9;  May  2;  McKay  2;  McKen- 
nan  1;  Mfnefeel;  Mercer  1;  Moore  1;  Morgan  1; 
Murray  2;  Noyes  2;  Owens  64;  Parker  24;  Par- 
roenter  3;  Parris  3;  Petrikin  4j  Pickens  5;  Pope  4; 
Potter  39;  John  H.  Prentiss  1;  Sergeant  S.  Pren- 
tissi);  Randolph  1;  Reedl;  Rhett  1;  Richnrdsonl; 
Ridfway  2;  John  Robertson  2;  Edward  Robinson  2; 


Sergeant  1;  Augustine  H.  Shepperd  1;  Smith  117; 
Stanly  2;  Taylor  2;  Thomas  78;  Thompson  3; 
TOucey  21;  Turney  53;  Underwood  1;  Wegener 
1;  Weeks  8;  John  White  1;  Lewis  Williams  2; 
Wise  120;  Word  2;  Worthington  ];  Yell  1; 
Yorke  1. 

The  following  gentlemen,  having  received  the 
requisite  number  of  votes,  were  deelared.  elected, 
viz:  Messrs.  HARLAN,  CURTIS,  WISE,  DAW- 
SON, SMITH,  and  ELMORE. 

SECOND  BALLOT. 

The  Honse  then  proceeded  to  a  second  ballot, 
which  result^  as  follows: 

Whole  number  of  votes     ...      125 

Necessary  to  a  choice  -       -       -        63 

Cushman  99;  Hopkins  98;  Hubley  94;  Da- 
vee  1;  Duncan  2;  Jones  of  Virginia  1;  Taylor  1; 
Thomas  20;  Hamer  23;  Potter  2;  Turney  4;  J. 
Garland  4;  Polk  1;  Clarke  I;  Stanly  1;  Dromgoole 
4;  Toucey  3;  Howard  1;  J.  M.  Mason  1;  Martin 
2;  Adams  1;  Yell  1;  Yorke  1;  McKay  2;  Ovens  1; 
Atherton  1;  Moore  1;  Bell  1;  Sergeant  1;  and  Bid- 
die  1. 

The  following  gentlemen  having  received  the  re- 
quisite number  of  voles,  were  declared  duly  elected 
to  constitute  the  proper  number  of  the  committee, 
viz:  Messrs.  CUSHlldAN,  HOPKINS,  and  HUB- 
LEY. 

At  10  o^clock  a  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  DROM- 
(K)OLE  that  the  House  do  adjourn;  which  motion 
was  decided  in  the  negative. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  DROMGOOLE 
that  there  be  a  call  of  the  House,  which  was  also 
decided  in  the  negative;  and  then,  at  11  oV^lock, 
p.m. 

The  House  adjourned. 

IN  SENATE,  • 
FaiDAT,  January  18,  1839. 

Mr.  STRANGE  presented  two  seta  of  resolu- 
tions passed  by  the  Legislature  of  North  Carolina, 
one  asking  for  an  appropriation  for  opening  the 
inlet  at  Nag^s  Head;  the  other  on  the  subject  of 
the  public  lands* 

After  some  remarks  from  Messrs.  STRANGE, 
WALKER,  BROWN,  DAVIS,  and  NILES,  on 
the  subject  of  the  last  resolutions,  they  were  laid  on 
the  table. 

Mr.  WALL  presented  the  petition  of  112  citi- 
zens of  Gloucester  county, -New  Jersey,  praying 
for  the  immediate  abolition  of  slavery  in  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia. 

On  motion  of  Mi.  WILLIAMS  of  Mississippi, 
the  question  of  reception  was  laid  on  the  table. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  SEVIER,  the  petition  and 
papers  of  Matthew  Arbuckle  were  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims. 

Mr.  SEVIER  presented  the  petition  of  50  law- 
yers of  A*  kauf  as  in  relation  to  the  circuit  and  dis- 
trict courts  for  that  State;  which,  after  some  re- 
marks from  Messrs.  SEVIER,  KING,  BUCHA- 
NAN, WALKER,  and  CLAY  of  Alabama,  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  MERRICK  presented  the  petition  of  Jacob 
Carter  and  others,  citizens  of  Georgetown,  D.  C. 
praying  a  retrocession  of  that  part  of  the  county  of 
Washington  west  of  Rock  creek  to  the  State  of  Ma- 
ryland: referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  District 
of  Columbia. 

Mr.  KING  presented  the  memorial  of  the  Selma 
ahd  Tennessee  Railroad  Company,  setting  forth  the 
great  advantages  of  said  road,  and  praying  for  the 
passage  of  the  bill  pending  in  their  favor.  Also,  a 
memorial  from  sundry  citizens  of  Dekalb  county, 
Alabama,  on  the  same  subject:  both  of  which  were 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Roads  and  Canals. 

Mr.  MOUTON  presented  several  petitions  from 
citizeris  of  Louisiana,  whose  names  were  not  heard, 
asking  for  comfirmation  of  their  land  claims:  all  of 
which  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Private 
Land  Claims. 

Mr.  PRESTON  presented  the  memorial  of  Capt. 
Hezekiah  S.  Thistle,  of  Louisiana,  on  the  subject 
of  the  Florida  war;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Military  A  (fairs,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Tip rON,  from  the  Committee  on  Indian 
Affairs,  to  which  was  referred  rhe  communication 
of  the  Secretary  of  War  relative  to  the  appoint- 
ment of  paymasters  for  the  Indian  Department,  re- 


ported a  bin  for  that  purpose;  which  was  read,  and 
ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  TIPTON,  from  the  aame  committee,  rfr* 
ported  a  bill  providing  for  the  appointment  of  ad- 
ditional clerks  in  the  office  of  Commissioner  t>f  In- 
dian Affairs;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  a  «v 
cond  reading. 

Mr.  BROWN,  from  the  Commluee  on  Ravqln- 
tionary  Claims,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  tlie 
legal  representatives  of  William  Sandford,  deceaa- 
ed;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  a  second  retMl- 
ing. 

Mr.  B.  also,  from  the  same  committee,  re- 
ported bills  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  and  legal  re- 
presentatives of  Captain  William  Williams,  de- 
ceased; for  \he  relief  of  the  legal  representatives  of 
Joseph  Morris,  deceased;  and  a  bill  for  the  relief 
of  the  heirs  of  Doct.  William  Ramsay,  deceased; 
which  were  severally  read,  and  ordered  le  a  second 
reading. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BROWN,  the  Committee  on 
Revolutionary  Claims  was  discharged  from  the 
further  consideration  of  the  petition  of  the  heirs  of 
William  Bayley,  deceased.  « 

Mr.  SEVIER!,  ftom  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Mauhew 
Arbuckle;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  a  second 
reading. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS,  from  the  Comouttee  on  Re- 
volutk>nary  Claims, reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 
the  heirs  of  Thomas  Griffin,  deceased;  which  was 
read,  and  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  NORVELL,  the  Committee 
on  Revolutionary  Claims  was  discharged  from  thk 
further  consideration  of  the  petitions  of  John  Haw- 
kins, the  heirs  of  Henry  Hamii'on  and  the  heirs  of 
E.  K.  Withers. 

Mr.  NORVELL,  in  pursuance  of  notice  given, 
obtained  leave,  and  introduced  a  joint  resolution 
providing  for  the  purchase  of  the  island  at  the  con- 
fluence ot  the  Ohio  and  Mississippi  rivers;  which 
was  read,  and  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 
CUMBERLAND  R,OAD. 

The  bill  making  appropriation!!  for  the  coniinoa- 
lion  of  the  Cumberland  road  in  the  States  of  Ohio, 
Indiana,  and  Illinois,  was  taken  up  as  the  special 
order  of  the  day. 

Mr.  TIPTON  gave  a  brief  explanation  of  the 
contents  and  objects  of  the  bill.  The  appropria- 
tion being  j(450,000,  that  is  j(150,00C»  for  that  por- 
tion of  the  road  in  each  of  the  States  of  Ohio,  Indi- 
ana, and  Illinois. 

Mr.  HUBBARD,  after  a  few  observatioia, 
moved  to  strike  out  the  word  "  fifty*'  wherever  it 
occurs;  thus  reducing  the  appropnation  for  each 
State  fifty  thousand  dollars.^ 

After  some  remarks  from  Messrs.  HUBBARD, 
KING,  and  BROWN,  in  support  of  the  motton, 
and  from  Messrs.  SMITH  of  Indiana  and  ROBIN- 
SON in  opposition  to  it,  the  question  was  taken, 
and  Mr.  HUBBARD'S  motion  was  adopted — yw 
27,  nays  1 7,  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Brown,  Calhoun,  Clay  of  Ala- 
bama,  Cuthbert,  Davis,  Faster,  Hubbard,  Kin^^ 
Lumpkin,  Monton,  NicLolas,  Norvell,  Pierce, 
Prentiss,  Preston,  Rives,  Boane,  Rugi^Ies,  Smith 
of  Connecticut,  Strange,  Swift,  Walker,'  W^all, 
White,  Williams  6f  Maine,  and  Williams  ofMia- 
sisaippi— 27. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Clay  of  Ken- 
tuclqr,  Fulton,  Linn,  Merrick,  Morri*,  Bobbins, 
Robinson,  Sevier,  Smith  of  Indiana,  Southard, 
Spence,  Tajknadge,  Tipton,  Webster,  and  Yoang 

Mr.  KING,  after  a  f^w  remarks,  moved  to  stiikn 
out  the  enacting  claiii^e  of  the  bill;  which,  after 
some  remarks  from  Mr.  YOUNG  in  opposition  lo 
the  motion,  was  carried — ^ye&s  33,  nays  33,  aa  fol- 
lows: 

YEAS— MeaFTs.  Brown,  Ca^^oun,  Clay  of  Ala- 
bama, Foster,  Hubbard,  King,  Lumpkin, Monton, 
Niles,  Norvell,  Pierce,  Preniibs,  Preston,  Rives, 
Rnaiie,  Roggles,  Smith  of  Connecticut,  Strenpe, 
Walker,  Wall,  White,  Williams  of  Maine,  and 
Williams  of  Misj^issippi— 33. 

NAYS— Mesar^.  Allen,  Benton.  Clay  of  Ken« 
tucky,  Cuthbert,  Fulton,  Knight,  Linn,  Merrick, 
Morris,  Nicholas,  Uobbins,  Robinson,  Sevier 
Smith  of  Indiana 9  8(>u^hara,  Spence,  SwiA,  Tall- 
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mBdgey  Tipioo,  Webster,  Wright,  and  Young^93. 
A  messagv  was  received  from  (he  Piectdent  of 
(he  United  Stales,  (ransmitdng  a  report  of  the 
direeukrof  the  MiD(,  showing  the  operations  of 
ibac  iastitaiioQ  for  the  year  1838;  which  was  laid 
00  the  ubie,  and  ordered  tu  be  printed. 

Also,  a  messsffe,  transmitting  a  letter  from  the 
fiicretarjr  of  the  Treasory,  on  the  subject  of  claims 
BDMier  the  Forida  treaty  of  1819,  recommending 
additional  legislation:  laid  on  the  table. 
'  Aho,  a  mesaa^e,  transmitting  a  commanication 
fiom  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea5ary,  on  the  pro- 
priaty  of  changing  the  second  section  of  the  act  of 
BAarch,  1837,  for  the  relief  of  the  insolvent  debtors 
of  the  United  States:  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
the  Jodtciary,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  WALL,  who  voted  with  the  majority,  said 
he  bad  been  earnestly  mioested  to  move  a  reeoi- 
sideniiion  of  the  vote,  on  striking  out  the  enacting 
elaQse»of  the  Camberland  road  bill.  He  was 
vilKng  to  make  this  motion,  as  be  was  aware  that 
there  were  several  Senators  absent  when  the  vote 
was  taken,  fo  give  ao  opportunity  for  a  more  full 
expmsioo  cf  the  opinion  of  (he  Senate,  (hough  he 
had  no  intention  of  changing  bis  own  vote. 

Mr.  W^  motion  was  sapporied  by  Messrs. 
BENTON,  SMITH  of  Indiana,  and  MORRIS, 
and  opposed  by  Messrs.  PRESTON,  CALHOUN, 
KING,  and  €LAY  of  Alabama;  when  Mr.  KING 
moveil  to  lay  the  motion  on  the  table,  giving  notice 
ihat  ht  himself  would  call  it  up  at  one  o^oclockon 
Monday,  when  he  expected  there  would  be  a  full 
Anate. 

On  lalniu;  the  question,  Mr.  KING'S  motion  was 
losf—yeas  93,  nays  26,  a'S  follows. 

YEAS — ^Me^^rs.  Brown,  Calhoun,  Clay  af  Ala- 
bama,  Foster,  Habbard,  King,  Lumpkin,  Monton, 
Nicholas,  Niies,  Norveli,  Pierce,  Prentiss,  Preston, 
Roane,  Rnsrgics,  Smith  of  Connecticut,  Strange, 
Walker,  Wall,  White,  Williams  of  Maine,  and 
Williams  of  Mis?is5ippi — S3. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Allen,  Bayard,  Benton,  Bncba- 
nao.  Clay  of  Kentacky,  Crittenden,  Cuihbert,  Da- 
vis, Fohcin,  Knight,  Linn,  Merrick,  Morris,  Rives, 
Robbing  Robinson,  Sevier,  Smith  of  Indiana,  Sonth- 
an},  Spence,  Swift,  Tallmadge,  Tipton,  Webster, 
Wright,  and  Young— 96. 

The  ^oesiion  was  next  taken  on  the  raconsldera- 
lioB  of  the  vote  on  striking  out  the  enacting  clause; 
and  the  reconsderation  was  ordered  without  a  di- 
vision. 

The  qnesijon  then  recnrring  on  striking  out  the 
enteiiBg  clause,  the  qurstion  was  taken,  and  de- 
cide.! in  the  negativer-yeas  93,  nays  96,  as  follows: 
YEAS — Messrs.  Brown.  Calhoun,  Clay  of  Ala- 
bama, Foster,  Hubbard,  King,  Lumpkin,  Monton, 
Nilf^,  N'rvjJl,  Pierce,  Prentiss,  PrfSton,  Rires, 
Boaoe,  Ragles,  Smith  of  Connecticut,  Strange, 
H^alker,  Wall.  White,  Williams  of  Maine,  and 
Williams  of  Mississippi — ^93. 

NAYS — M(»5srs.  Allen.  Bayard,  Benton,  Bucha- 
nan, Clay  of  Kentocky,  Crittenden,  Cuthbert,  Da- 
vis, Paltoo,  Knight,  Linn,  Merrick,  Morris,  Ni- 
cholas, Robbins,  Robinson,  Sevier,  Smith  of  India- 
na, Soaihard,  Spence,  Swift,  Tallmadge,  Tipton, 
Webster,  Wright,  and  Young— 96. 

Mr.  HUBBARD  moved  to  strike  out  all  after  the 
word  dollars  in  the  eleventh  line,  which  provides 
that  the  san^e  limitations  and  restrictions  t^hall  exist 
as  are  cc  niained  in  former  laws  on  the  subject.  On 
ibi<«  ooatioa  a  debate  ensued,  in  wkiph  Messrs. 
HUBBARD,  WALKER,  CLAY  of  Kentucky, 
and  CLAY  of  Alabama  sipportedt  and  Mes^irs. 
TIPTON,  YOUNG,  BAYARD,  and  NILES  op- 
posed the  rootion. 

Mr.  HUBBARD  then  withdrew  his  motion; 
when 

Mr.  WALKER  moved  to  strike  but  that  part  of 
the  biJl  which  provides  that  the  appropriation  shall 
be  reimbur.^  out  of  the  two  percent,  fond  reserved 
for  making  roads  to  the  States  named  in  ibt  bill, 
conlending  that  this  fund  had  been,  long  exhausted, 
and  that  it  conld,  by  no  possibility,  ever  produce 
the  ani'iont  appropriated. 

This  motion  was  supported  by  Messry.  WALK- 
ER, Cl^AY  of  Alabama,  and  CLAY  of  Kea- 
tockv,  and  opposed  by  Messrs.  KING,  BAY- 
ARD, TIPTON,  ami  B£NTON$  and  on  taking 


the  question,  the  motion  was  lost — ^yeas99,nay8  94, 
as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Bayard,  Brown,  Calhoun,  Ciay 
of  Alabama,  Clay  of  Kentucky,  Davis,  Foster,- 
Hubbard,  King,  Knight,  Lumpkin,  Monton,  Nor- 
veli, Pierce,  Prentiss,  Preston,  Rnggles,  Swift, 
Walker,  White,  Williams  of  Maine,  and  Williams 
of  Mississippi — ^99. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Crittenden, 
Cuthbert,  Fulton,  Linn,  Morris,  Nicholas,  Niles, 
Roane,  Robbins,  Robinson,  Sevier,  Smith  of  Con- 
nectieni,  Smith  of  Indiana,  Southard,  Spence, 
Strange,  Tipton,  Wall,  Webster,  Wright,  and 
Young— 94. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading  by  thie  following  vpte: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Allen,  Bayard,  Benton,  Bu- 
chanan, Clay  of  Kentucky,  Crittenden,  Cuthbert, 
Davis,  Fulton,  Linn,  Merrick,  Morris,  Nicholas, 
Robbins,  Robinson,  Sevier,  Smith  of  Indiana, 
Southard, Spence,  Swift,  Tallmadge,  Tipton,  Web- 
ster, Wright,  and  Young — 95. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Brown,  Calhoun,  Clay  of  Ala- 
bama, Foster,  Hubbard,  King,  Lumpkin,  Lyon, 
Mouion,  Niles,  Norveli,  Pierce,  Prentiss,  Preston, 
Roane,  Roggles,  Smith  of  Connecticut,  Strange, 
Walker,  Wall,  White,  Williams  of  Maine,  and 
Williams  of  Mississippi— 93. 

On  motion. 

The  Senate  adjournend. 


HOUSE  OP  REPRESENTATIVES, 
FaiDAT,  January  18,  1839. 

As  soon  as  the  journal  was  read, 

Mr.  ELMORE  rose,  and  preferred  a  request  to 
the  House  to  be  excused  from  serving  on  the  se- 
lect committee  raised  last  night  on  the  defalcations 
of  Swartwout  and  Price.  Mr.  E.  gave  his  reasons 
at  length,  which  will  be  published  hereaAer,  and 
hi^  application  was  opposed  by  .Messrs.  BOUL- 
DIN,  ORENNELL,  DAWSON,  Wl^E,  PREN- 
TISS of  Misstf^nppi,  MERCER,  REED,  MENE- 
FEB,  and  POPE,  and  sustained  by  Messrs. 
HAYNES  and  CRAIG,  when,  on  taking  the  ques- 
tion by  yeas  and  nays,  the  result  was,  yeas  118, 
nays  95. 

So  Mr.  ELMORE  was  excused. 

Mr.  CUSHMAN  then  preferred  the  same  re- 
quest, and  the  House  also  exctised  him— yeas  106, 
nays  99. 

Mr.  HUBLEYalso  asked  to  be  excused,  which 
'  was  oppa<«ed  by  Messrs.  BIDDLE,  JOHNSON  of 
Maryland,  WISE  and  NAYLOR,  and  sustained 
by  Messrs.   POTTER  and  CRAIG;  when,  on  tak- 
ing the  question,  the  vote  was — yca.^  191,  nays  68. 

So  Mr.  HUBLEY  was  alvo  excused. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  asked  leave  fo  submit  a  re- 
solution authorizing  the  SpXAKsa  to  fill  up  the  three 
vacancies. 

The  CHAIR  pronounced  it  out  of  order,  on  the 
ground  that  the  House  having  passed  an  existing 
order  that  the  committee  should  be  elected  in  a  f  ar- 
ticular form,  it  would  require  a  rescinding  resolu- 
tion before  that  form  conld  be  changed. 

Mr.  WISE  then  moved  that  the  House  proceed 
now  to  fill  the  three  vacancesby  ballot,  further 
moving  a  call  of  the  House,  and  demanding  the 
yeas  and  nays,  which,  being  ordered,  were  104  to  81. 

Mr.  ROBERTSON  moved  a  call  of  the  House: 
decided  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  CRARY  expressed  a  wish  that  the  members 
of  the  House  wonld  move  some  concert  of  action, 
and  therehy  save  the  lime  of  the  House;  and, 
having  that  object  in  view,  he  wonld  move  to  strike 
out  the  word  ^*now''  from  the  motion  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Virginia,  [Mr.  Wisx,]  and  insert  the 
words  "will  to-morrow  proceed"  to  fill  the  three 
vacancies. 

Mr.  PETRIKIN  inquired  if  a  majority  or  a  plu- 
rality of  votes  would  be  required  to  dertermine  ihe 
ballot. 

The  SPEAKER  decided  that  it  wonld  require, 
by  the  rules  of  the  House,  a  majority  on  the  first 
ballot,  and,  on  the  second,  a  plurality. 

Mr.  MBNEFEB-demanded  the  yeas  and  nays 
upon  the  motion  for  a  call  of  the  House;  which 
were  orderpd. 

Mr.  CRARY  then  withdrew  his  amendment. 

Thequestioa  waathen  takan  on  tie  motioQ  to 


proceed  now  to  ballot,  and  decided  in  the  affirma- 
tive. 

The  House  accordingly  proceeded  to  baVot. 

Messrs.  Marvin,   J.    Garland,  and   Totrcav, 
were  appointed  tellers;  and  the  following  was  the 
RESVLT  OF  THE  FIRST  BALLOT. 

Number  of  votes  given        -  -        303 

Necessary  to  a  choice  -  -103 

Messrs.  Haynes  96;  Potter  98;  Taylor  97;  Tho- 
mas 79;  Turney  69;  Hamer  77;  Calhoun  of  Ken- 
tucky 6;  Adams  10;  Slade  7;  Edwards  1,  Klingen- 
smith  2;  N.  H.  Williams  1;  Rhett  2;  Atherton  1; 
Cleveland  1;  Craig  4;  Davee  3;  Toucey  5;  Shields  1; 
Duncan  2;  Snyder  1;  Stanly  5;  Owens  3;  Crary  1; 
Williams  of  Kentucky  1;  Evans  1;  Mitchell  1; 
Poits  1;  Ridgway  1;  Bell  1;  Seiigeant  1;  Martin  3; 
Menefed  3;  C.  Shepard  1;  Droomgoole  5;  Biddle  3; 
Bond  1;  Parris  1;  Brodhead  1;.  Titus  1;  J.  Qzr- 
land  1,  Lyon  1;  Fry  1,  Pickens  1;  Ingham  f^  How- 
ard 1;  Kemble  1;  Mn^y  1;  Leadbeiter  l;Pttri- 
kin  1. 

No  one  having  a  majority,  there  was  conse- 
quently no  election. 

Mr.  HAYNES  gave  notice  to  the  Hou)e  that  he 
conld  not  consent  to  serve  on  this  comniiuee  if  he 
should  be  elected.  He  had  made  such  a  declara- 
tion before  the  House  proceeded  to  ballot,  when  it 
was  intimated  to  him  by  some  gentlemen  that  he 
would  ba  voted  for.  His  duties  on  the  several 
committees  precluded  his  serving  on  this.  He  was, 
however,  very  thankful  to  the  gentlemen  whose 
kind  dispositions  had  honored  him  with  their  votes.  / 

Mr.  TAYLOR  also,  on  account  of  his  duties  on 
other  committees,  asked  the  House  to  decline 
voting  for  him  as  one  of  the  committee. 

Mr.  JONES  of  New  York  moved  that  the  House 
adjourn. 

Mr.  PARKER  moved  a  call  of  Ihe  House:  lost. 

Mr.  TOUCEY  moved  that  the  House  adjourn; 
and  upon  said  motion, 

Mr.  WISE  demanded  the  yeas  and  nay.«;  which 
were  ordered,  and  were — ^yeas  30,  nays  106. 

Mr.  ADAMS  said  as  two  gentlemen  had  de* 
dined  serving  on  this  committee,  if  elected,  he 
would  inquire  of  the  Speaker,  whether  it  would  not, 
on  the  second  ballot,  require  a  majority  of  votes  to 
constitute  an  election? 

The  SPEAKER.  The  second  ballot  is  not  de- 
pendent on  the  first;  and  therefore  any  member, 
whether  voted  for  on  the  first  ballot  or  not,  would 
on  the  second  require  but  a  plurality  to  ensure  his 
election. 

Mr.  POTTER,  who  had  been  voted  for  on  the 
first  ballot,  objected  to  serving  upon  the.epmmitiee. 
He  slated  that  it  would  give  him  pleasure  to  do  so, 
but  his  bad  state  of  health  would  absolutely  pre- 
clude him  from  giving  any  attention,  were  he  to  ba 
elected,  to  the  laborious  duties  which  that  commit- 
tee wonld  have  to  undeif  o  in  this  investigation. 

Mr.  McKENNAN  moved  a  call  of  th«  Housa, 
and  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays  upon  that 
motion. 

Mr.  DROMGOOLE  thought  it  was  useless  thna 
to  waste  the  time  of  the  House,  and  suggested  that 
the  House  would  adjourn. 

Mr.  WISE,  having  raised  the  question  of  order 
upon  Mr.  D's  motion,  the  &onse  not  having  tran- 
aicted  any  business  since  the  last  motion  to  adjourn 
was  disposed  of, 

Mr.  DROMOCOLB  withdraw  his  motion  for  an 
adjeumment. 

The  yeas  and  nays  having  been  ordered  on  Mr. 
McKENNAN 'S  motion  for  a  call,  the  House  re- 
fused to  order  the  same  by  a  vote  of  57  ta  102, 

Mr.  DROMGOOLE  moved  that  the  House  ad- 
journ; and  upon  said  motion  tellers  were  demand- 
ed. The  House  refused  to  adjourn  by  a  vote  of  63 
to  90. 

The  House  again  proceeded  to  ballot,  whfn  it 
resulted  as  follows: 

SECOND  BALLOT. 

Whole  number  of  vote*         -  •        I7i 

Necessary  to  a  choice  -  *  73 

Messrs.    Martin   92;  Taylor  99;  Wagner  9S( 

Thoma*  €3;  Hamer  69;  Turney  51;  Dromgoole  S; 

Slade  8;  Stanly  7;  Menefee  6;  Haynes  2;  Ingham  1; 

Toucey  6;  Owens  4;  Craig  2;  Cleveland  2;  Tallia- 

fenro  1}  Adam*  4}  Calhpw  of  Kentucky  2}  Wfl^- 


1^4 


COMt»l£SSIOK!lL  CLOSE. 


{iter  1;  Broadhead  3;  Klingensmith  1;  Shields  1; 
1  illinghast  1;  Potter  3;  Atherton  1. 

Messrs.  MARTIN,  TAYLOR,  and  WAOENER 
were  elected. 

Mr.  JOHNSON  of  Maryland  mored  that  the 
House  adjourn,  but  withdrew  it  at  the  requ^t  of 

Mr.  WISE,  who  said  that  as  the  coiQoiittee  was 
now  organized,  he  would  ask  leave  of  the  House 
to  sabmii  a  resolution,  authorizing  the  committee 
10  appoint  a  clerk  and  printer,  and  grant  them  leave 
to  sit  during  the  sitting  of  Congress. 

Mr.  DROMGOOLE  objected  to  its  reception  at 
this  time. 

Mr.  WISE  thereupon  moved  to  suspend  the 
roles  to  enable  him  to  offer  it,  and  upon  that  mo- 
tion demanded  the  yeas  and  nays;  which  were  or- 
dered. 

Before  taking  the  question,  however, 

Mr.  JACKSON  of  New  York  moved  that  the 
House  adjourn;  which  it  refused  to  do,  by  a  vote 
of  67  JO  72. 

Mr.  WAGENER  here  rose  and  intimated  a  wi-sh 
to  the  House  to  excuse  him  from  serving  on  the 
committee,  bat  was  not  permitted  to  proceed  in  his 
remarks. 

The  question  then  recurred  on  the  motion  to 
suspend  the  rales,  which  was  taken  by  yeas  and 
nays,  and  resulted  as  follows — yeas  83,  nays  62: 
not  being  two-thirds,  the  rules  were  not  susp«*nded. 

Mr.  TAYLOR  ro««c  to  ask  to  be  excused  from 
serving  on  the  committee,  and  said  he  would  prefer 
that  the  question  on  excusing  be  decided  in  a  full 
House,  and  hoped  the  House  would  adjourn  for 
that  purpose. 

Mr.  BEATTY  demanded  the  yea^  and  nays  on 
the  motion  to  adjourn;  which  were  not  ordered. 

The  question  was  taken  by  tellers,  and  tiecided 
in  the  affirmative;  accordingly 

The  House  then  adjourned. 

HOUSE  OP  REPRESENTATIVES, 
Saturday,  January  19,  1839. 

Tno  first  business  in  order  being  the  request  of 
Mr.  TAYLOR  to  be  excused  from  serving  on  the 
select  committee  to  which  he  had  been  elected 
last  night,  and  the  attendance  being  very  thin, 

Mr.  GRAY  moved  a  call  of  ihi-  House;  which 
being  ordered,  was  proceeded  in  for  some  time, 
when  it  was  dispensed  with,  161  members  having 
answered  to  their  names. 

Mr.  TAYLOR  then  assigned  his  reasons  at 
length  why  he  wished  to  be  excused  from  serving 
on  the  committee.  The  main  t-ne  wa.%  that  all  the 
gentlemen  of  the  anti-Administration  party  were 
distingui.shed  lawyers,  while  Mr.  T.  was  not  a 
member  of  that  profession. 

Mr.  GRAY  sustained  the  motion,  and  insisted 
that  it  was  but  fair  and  proper  that  three  distin- 
guished lawyers  on  the  other  side  should  also  be 
selected.  He  submitted  this  position  to  the  justice 
of  the  genilemhn  from  Virginia  htmsMf,  [Mr. 
Wise,]  and  the  Opposition  generally. 

Mr.  SIBLEY  inquired  of  his  colleague,  who  was 
himself  one  of  the  most  distinguished  lawyers  of  his 
State,  whether,  if  elected,  he  would  consent  to  serve 
on  the  committee? 

Mr.  GRAY  replied  that  there  were  twenty,  at 
least,  of  the  Administration  party,  either  of  whom 
would  be  acceptable,  but  he  did  not  choose  to  re- 
spond to  the  interrogatory  nntil  the  exigency  shoo  Id, 
K  it  ever  did,  arise. 

Mr.  WISE  said  he  was  willing  to  take  the  most 
-efiicient  men  of  the  party,  whom  be  believed  to  be 
iiivlepcndent  and  conscientions  gentlemen;  but  he 
woul'l  not  select  men  to  play  the  part  of  special 
pleaders  and  pettifoggers  on  that  committee.  Mr. 
W.  was  willing  to  take  the  gentleman  himself. 

Mr.  GRAY  did  not  desire  it.  Mr.  G.  again  ap- 
pealed to  Mr.  Wise  that,  for  his  own  .^ake,  he 
having  condemned  the  Secretary  of  the  T;e{isury  in 
advance,  to  prevent  improper  imputations,  he 
should  consent  to  place  three  strong  men  on  the  Ad- 
ministration ^ide.  Mr.  G.  denied  any  disposition 
on  the  part  of  tho^e  with  whom  he  acted,  lo  pro- 
tract this  discussion:  for  if  only  twelve  Whigs  had 
voted  for  ihe  three  voted  for  by  the  friends  of  the 
Administration,  the  C4>mmittee  might  have  been  at 
work  two  days  ago,  whilp  it  was  known  that  many 
ol  the  latter  had  voted  for  the  Whigs. 


Mr.  PRENTISS  of  Mississippi  qnoiesl  the  arti- 
cle in  the  Globe  to  prove  that  these  excases  were 
but  carrying  out  a  concerted  scheme  to  defeat  the 
committee  altogether,  or  have  it  composed  of  all 
Whigs. 

Mr.  P.  contended  that  Mr.  TATL0R,as  amember 
of  the  medical  profession,  was  better  qualified  (o 
serve  on  the  committee  than  a  lawyer,  because 
they  were  to  examine  info  the  diseases  of  the  body 
politic,  and  apply  the  knife  to  its  corruptions.  He 
could  not  admit  the  gentleman^  excuse. 

Mr.  THOMPSON  said  no  better  selection  of 
Opposition  men  could  have  been  made  than  they 
had  done,  and,  having  also  a  majority,  it  wa«  but 
common  justice  that  the  Administration  party  should 
have  their  own  favorite  men.  They  should  hate 
men  accustomed  to  the  examination  of  witnesses, 
accustomed  to  take  part  in  the  debates  in  that 
House,  men  in  whom  the  Administration  party 
themselves  had  confidence.  This  was  nothing 
more  than  what  was  right  and  fair. 

Mr.  BOULDIN  said  he  wLshed,  as  he  had  voted 
and  should  vote,  apparently  rather  unrelentingly, 
in  refusing  to  excuse  his  friends  from  sitting  f»n  this 
committee,  to  give  his  reasons  for  it.  He  said  that 
it  had  been  urged,  very  contrarily  to  his  opinions 
and  feelings,  that  to  choose  the  committee  by  bal- 
lot was  the  best  way.  Mr.  B.  thought  it  was  ihe 
worst.  He  wished  it  to  be  decided  .by  the  country, 
which  was  the  best.  He  wished,  without  compli- 
ment or  disparagement  to  either  the  Speaker,  or  to 
the  House,  or  to  the  committee,  or  to  any  member 
of  it,  to  have  it  seen  by  the  country,  by  the  frame 
of  this  committee,  (looking  only  to  the  putting  of  it 
together,)  whether  it  is  better  to  have  somebody 
responsible  or  nobody.  The  world  would  have  un- 
derstood the  committee,  and  the  frame  of  it,  in  every 
respect,  and  would  have  compared  it  with  commit- 
tees formed  by  the  Speakers  of  this  and  other 
bodies  when  the  Speaker  had  the  appointment. 
He  wished,  principally,  to  say  to  his  friend"!,  that, 
although  he  might  seem  unkind  in  refusing  to  ex- 
cuse them  from  sitting  on  this  committee,  yet  they 
would  find  him  exceedingly  soft  in  excusing  them 
for  not  sitting,  should  they  think  proper  not  to 
attend. 

The  debate  was  further  continued  by  Mr. 
MOORE  for  excusing,  and  Mr.  GARLAND  of  La. 
against  it;  when 

Mr.  PETRIKIN  obtaining  the  floor,  demanded 
the  previous  question;  which  was  seconded,  rnd 
the  main  qnestion  ordered,  nem  diss, 

Mr.  GRENN ELL  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays, 
which  heing  ordered,  were  102  to  102 — a  tfe — the 
Speaker  voting  in  the  affirmative,  the  question  was 
carried. 

So  the  request  of  Mr.  Taylor  to  be  excused  was 
granted,  and  he  was  excused  accordingly. 

Mr.  WAGENER  then  preferred  a  request  to 
the  House  to  excuse  him  from  serving,  stating  his 
reasons  therefor. 

He  regretted  exceedingly  that  he  had  been  placed 
in  a  position  that  required  him  to  ask  this  House 
to  excuse  him  from  the  performance  of  the  duties 
appertaining  to  the  situation  conferred  upon  him;  at 
the  same  time  he  asisnred  the  Honse  that  this  de- 
termination had  not  arisen  from  any  desire  in  him 
to  embarrass  it.  From  the  circumstances  un- 
der which  he  had  been  elected,  he  was  satisfied 
that  he  could  have  taken  no  other  course  than  that 
he  had  adopted  for  himself.  It  would  be  recollected 
that  after  the  three  honorable  gentlemen  were 
'excused  on  yesterday,  a  ballot  was  takrn,  and  at 
which  ballot  he  was  not  a  candidate.  Three  gentle- 
men of  high  legal  attainments  were  generally  sup- 
ported by  the  friends  of  the  Administration,  and 
three  others,  friends  of  the  Administration,  and  him- 
self not  of  the  number,  were  supported  by  those  op- 
posed to  the  Administration.  On  the  second  ballot, 
to  his  surprise,  a  new  ticket  was  concocted  by  the 
Opposition,  upon  which  his  name  was  placed,  and 
he  was  elected.  Had  he  been  aware  of  this  arrange- 
ment before  the  ballot  had  proceeded,  he  should, 
most  assuredly,  have  promptly  and  publicly  declin- 
ed. He  asked  why  this  chang^e  oh  the  part  of  the 
Opposition?  Why  not  adhere  to  their  first  ballot? 
Or  why  not,  when  they  knew  froni  the  first  ballot 
the  inclination  of  the  Admlnisiratien  party  a.s  to 
whom  they  desired,  aHow  them  to  elect  those  in- 


dividuals, or  at  least  a  majoritv  of  them?  Was  it 
magnanimous  to  refuse  us  this  much?  Was  it  ex- 
actly fair  to  elect  ethen  of  the  same  party?  If  the 
Opposition  cannot  support  those  men  whom  the  Ad- 
ministration party  desire,  let  iSemVien  eUdthou  cf 
their  own  party.  This  would  seem  to  him  to  have 
been  the  course  that  they  should  have  pnrsacd. 
He  did  not  wish  to  be  understood  as  dietaiing  any 
particalar  course  to  those  gentlemen,  farther  than 
»ta(ing  what  he  should  have  supposed  would  have 
been  their  proper  course.  And  again;  after  they 
have  upon  that  committee,  as  now  organized,  four 
Whigs  and  two  Conservatives,  and  «li  of  them 
lawyers,,too,  and  still  refuse  to  give  the  Adminittrt- 
tion  party  their  choice — under  these  circttmslai- 
ce.s,  he  could  not  do  less  than  ask  to  be  exevsed. 
He  would  ask  of  them  but  to  extend  to  him  the 
san)e  courtesy  as  to  others;  if  the  House  should 
not,  I  presume,  however  reluctantly,  I  must  sabnit 
to  its  nundates.  Before  he  concluded,  he  would 
say  one  word  more 

He-  did  not  wisji  to  be  understood  as  feir- 
fearing  a  strict  and  thwovgh  and  searching  inresti- 
gatioD.  No,  he  was  one  of  those  who,  ever  sinee 
chir«res  had  been  alleged  against  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury , had  been  anxious  to  meet  them;  and  he 
trn<;fed  and  felt  they  would  be  met  in  snch  manner 
as  \\'im\d  exonerate  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
from  any  censure,  misconduct,  or  neglect.  Frem 
his  partial  knowledge  of  that  gentleman,  he  cemH 
not  tif lieve  that  he  wa<«  corrupt.  He  never,  how- 
evrr,  would  shrink  from  any  responsibility  im- 
posed upon  him  by  this  House,  if  done  in  what  he 
considered  an  unexceptionable  manner,  nor  should 
he  faulter  at  any  time  in  the  performanee  of  hn 
duty,  having  a  sijigle  eye  to  his  country^  good,  and 
to  protect  the  innocent  and  expose  the  guilty. 

Mr.  WISE  opposed  the  request,  and  was  followed 
on  ih-  SI  me  side  by  Messrs  J  JENIFER  and  STAN- 
LY, who  were  replied  to  by  Mr.  BYNUM,  in  a 
caustic  speech  of  some  length,  which  witl  be 
given  hereafter. 

Mr.  JOHNSON  of  Maryland  having  obtained 
the  fi<<  T,  addressed  the  House  in  opposition  to  ex- 
cusiii;:  Mr.  Wagener,  and  concluded  by  moving 
Ihe  previous  question. 

Mr.  BYNUM  earnestly  requested  Mr.  Jomisoir 
to  withdraw  the  motion  to  enable  him  to  reply  to 
some  remarks  which  fell  from  Mr.  Stanlt;  bathe 
refused. 

Mr.  PARKER  moved  a  call  of  the  House,  but 
the  motion  was  negatived. 

The  previous  question  was  now  seconded  by  the 
House,  put,  and  carried,  and  the  main  question 
being  on  excosing  Mr.  Waoenxr  from  servii\^  on 
the  committee, 

Mr.  ^visE  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays;  which 
were  ordered,  and  were— yeas  102,  nays  105.  So 
the  Hou^e  refused  lo  excuse  Mr.  Waoenkr. 

Mr.  MARTIN  said  he  was  not  compelled  to  ask 
of  the  House  to  be  excnsed  from  serving  upon  this 
committee,  for  he  could  avail  himself  of  the  mles 
of  the  House  to  do  so.  He  had  abundant  reasons 
why  he  could  not  serve;  but  would  content  himself 
with  stating  that  he  was  already  a  member  of  two 
committees  of  this  House,  the  duties  upon  which 
occupied  a  considerable  portion  of  his  time;  and 
that  the  great  quantity  of  business  confided  to  his 
charge  by  his  constituents  would  preclade  the 
possibility  of  his  leaving  the  city  to  attend  to  the 
duties  of  this  investigating  committee,  without 
wholly  negUcting  that.  He  felt  it  peculiarly  his 
duty,  as  this  is  the  last  session  he  should  be  a  mem- 
ber of  this  House,  to  attend  strictly  to  the  duties 
which  his  constituents  had  assigned  him.  There 
was  nothing:  which  had  been  dictated  upon  this 
floor,  or  charged  in  the  public  prints,  that  coald  de- 
ter him  from  assuming  the  responsibilities  that 
will  be  attendant  upon  a  member  of  this  commit- 
tee, or  that  could  cause  him  to  shrink  from  any 
other  responsitiiy  that  might  be  assigned  him,  if  he 
thought  ir  his  duty  to  do  so.  He  did  n»?t  fear  de- 
ntjnciaiion  from  any  quarter;  and  if  a  sense  ofjas* 
tice  to  his  constituents  did  not  require  him  to  de* 
vote  all  the  time  that  is  lefl  of  this  session  to  their 
business,  he  would  not  lay  himself  liable  to  the 
eharge  of  shrinking  from  any  duty,  however  qb-. 
pleasant  it  might  be  to  his  feeUogs.     He  was  eo- 
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titled  by  the  rnles  to  be  ezcased,  and  woaM  pat 
it  upon  ihat  groand,  aod  excuse  himself. 

The  CHAIR  iheQ  stated  that  there  were  two  va- 
ciocies  to  be  filled  in  the  committee. 

A  motion  was  made  that  the  Hoase  do  now  pro- 
ceed to  ballot  for  ihc  vacancies  on  the  committee; 
vbidk  v2L<i  agreed  to. 

Mr.  GRAY  wished  to  offer  a  sinsle  suggption; 
bat  be  was  called  lo  order,  the  house  having  re- 
idtnA  now  to  go  into  the  ballot. 

Mr.  HUNTER  of  Ohio  said  he  had  yoted  in 
the  affirmative  on  the  qnestion  of  excnsin'g  Mr. 
WAQENca,  and  moved  a  reconsideration  of  the 
vote. 

The  CHAIR  said  it  was  not  yet  in  order  lo  act 
on  tfaat  motion. 

The  Hoase  therenpon  proceeded  lo  ballot  for  t<ro 
meobefK,  to  fill  the  remaining  vacancies  in  the 
comoiittee. 

Mr.  GARLAND  reported  the  result;  whii^  was, 
that  the  total  number  of  votes  cast  had  been  201; 
necessary  to  a  choice  101;  of  which 

Mr.  Foster  had  received  lOTvotes, 
»*    Owens  ♦*  103    " 

*    Hambr  "  90     " 

•*    Thomas         "  84     " 

aadmany  other  gentlemen  smaller  numbers. 

He  also  statfd  that  on  one  ballot  there  bad^been 
Arte  names.  As  the  tellers  had  no  means  of  sseer- 
tscertain?  which  two  of  the  three  to  count,  they  had 
to  tfidered  the  ballot  as  blank. 

The  CHAIR  quoted  the  rale  in  relation  to  blank 
ball)t$,  and  pronounced  their  decision  to  be,  in  the 
opinion  of  the  Chair,  correct. 

No  objection  was  made  to  it  in  the  House. 

The  SPEAKER  thereupon  declared  Mr.  Foster, 
of  Npw  York,  and  Mr.  Owens,  of  G^eorgia,  to  be 
duly  elected. 

Mr.  HUNTER  now  renewed  bis  motion  to  re- 
consider the  voi'e  by  which  Mr.  Waobner  was  not 
eicosed  frum  serving. 

Mr  SHERROD  WILLIAMS  moved  tha  pre- 
Tioas  qti*»>iion. 

Mr.  EV  \NS  moved  to  lay  upon  the  table  the 
oiotic-4  to  ff  coi)«ider  the  vote;  which  motion  took 
preoeilence  by  the  rule, 

Mr  DROMGOOLE  moved  to  adjourn.  Ne- 
gatived. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS  inquired  whether,  should  the 
no'ion  to  lay  on  the  table  prevail,  Mr.  Wage  her 
woQl^l  rf  mam  a  member  of  the  committee? 

Tna  CHAIR  decided  that  he  wouM;  but  that  (he 
Hi>ii9e  mi^ht  lake  op  the  question  to  reconsider  at 
any  time  hereafter. 

The  CHAIR  liaving  put  the  question, 

Mr.  DUMC AN  move*!  a  call  of  th«  House,  and 
asketf  for  the  yeas  and  nays;  bat  the  House  refused 
them. 

Mr.  DUNCAN  then  moved  that  the  question  be 
taken  by  tellers,  but  the  House  refuted  to  order 
then;  and  the  motion  for  a  call  of  the  House  was 
negaiived  without  actfanr. 

The  <{iiei^ion  being  asain  put  to  the  House, 

Mr.  DUNCAN  asked  for  the  yeas  and  hays; 
which  were  ordered,  and  being  taken,  stood  as  foU 
Iowa;  yeas  103,  nay«!  66. 

So  the  motion  of  Mr.  HUNTER,  .to  reconsider 
the  vote  refusing  to  excuse  Mr.  Waoener,  was 
laid  oa  the  ubie. 

fds.  WISE  a!>ked  kave  to  offer  the  following  re- 
aolacinn: 

Reaatved,  Thai  the  select  committee  of  nine, 
elected  by  this  Honse  to  investigate  the  late  defal- 
eaitoos  of  public  officers,  have  power  to  elect  a 
elerk,  to  employ  a  printer  to  print  (bV  its  own  use  its 
journal  and  other  papers  rf  quired  to  be  copied  for 
Its  members;  that  the  comnviitee  have  leave  to  pro- 
ceed lo  New  York  or  other  places,  for  the  purpose 
o''pm«ecatin^  its-inquiries;  and  that  the  members 
thereof  be  etcused  from  attendance  npon  the 
House  unfit  it  Nhall  have  made  its  report. 

Mr.  BBATTY  and  Mr.  HAYNES  objecting, 

Mr.  WISE  moved  to  suspend  the  rules,  lo  allow 
offth«  motion  being  offered. 

The  relation  was  again  read.  ■ 

Mr.  BEATTY  moved  to  adjourn. 

Mr.  MENBFREdeVnandedM'yeas  and  nay^ 
bat  wi«hdi<ewkthe  call,  and  the  motion  was  negativ- 
ed without  a  count. 


The  question  1)eing  put, 

Mr.  PETRIKIN  demanded  the  yea^  and  nay 9; 
which  #ere  ordered,  and  resulted  as  follow^i  Yeas 
119,  nays  32. 

So  the  rules  were  suspended. 

The  above  resolution  was  then  again  read. 

Mr.  HARLAN  moved  the  previous  question, 
which  was  seconded,  put,  and  carried;  and  the 
main  question  being  on  agreeing  to  the  resolution, 

Mr.  PETRIKIN  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays, 
but  the  House  refused  to  order  them. 

The  question  being  put  on  the  resolrtion,  a  mem- 
ber moved  a  call  of  the  Honse,  but  it  was  pro- 
nounced out  of  order,  the  previous  question  having 
been  seconded. 

The  qnestion  was  then  put,  and  the  resolution 
was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  PETRIKIN  moved  a  reconsideration  of  the 
vote,  and  a  postponement  of  the  question  until 
Monday. 

Mr.  CUSHING  demanded  the  previous  ques- 
tion. 

Mr.  DUNCAN  moved  a  call  of  the  House : 
lost 

Mr.  PETRIKIN  withdrew  bis  motion  to  recon- 
sider, sayin?  he  would  renew  it  on  Monday. 

Mr.  WISE,  to  settle  the  matter  now,  moved  to 
reconsider,  and  demanded  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  PETRIKIN  moved  a  call  of  the  House : 
lost. 

The  previous  question  was  seconded,  put,  and 
carried;  and  the  main  question  being  on  the  recon- 
sideration, it  was  negatived  without  a  count;  so  the 
House  refused  to  reconsider  the  vote  adopting  Mr. 
Wise's  resolution. 

The  SPEAKER  laid  before  the  House  a  mes- 
sage from  the  President  of  the  United  States,  sug- 
l^esting  the  propriety  of  rjttending  the  provision  of 
the  insolvent  law  of  March  3,  1837.  to  cases  which ' 
may  have  occurred  before  the  1st  of  January,  1839. 

A  messas>e  from  llie  President  of  iha  United 
States,  in  reply  10  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Re- 
presentatives of  the  14 th  instant,  respecting  the  pro- 
ceedings under  the  act  of  the  28ih  June  laat,  pro- 
viding for  examinations  of  inventions  to  prevent  the 
explosion  of  steamboilers,  Ac. 

A  message  from  the  President  of  the  United 
States  transmitting  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  upon  the  subject  of  the  Florida  claim, 
under  the  treaty  with  Spam  of  1819,  dbc. 

A  message  from  the  President  of  the  Un.ied 
States,  transmitting  a  report  of  the  Director  of  the 
Mint,  showing  the  operations  of  that  institution 
during  the  year  1838. 

A  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  transmitting 
the  information  required  by  a  resolution  of  the 
Honse  o(  Representatives  of  the  14th  instant,  in  re- 
lation to  the  expenditure  of  the  appropriation  of 
last  session  for  the  erection  and  repairs  of  arsenals. 

A  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
tiansmitting  further  information  in  reply  to  a  refo* 
lution  of  the  3l8t  uU.  concerning  the  omission  of 
Samuel  Swartwoot,  late  collector  of  New  York,  to 
file,  In  the  Treasury  Department,  his  second  official 
bond,  in  the  spring  of  1834. 

A  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  transmitting, 
in  compliaaoe  with  the  act  of  Maj  1, 1830,  a  state- 
ment by  the  Second  Comptroller,  of  the  appropria- 
tions aufl  e^tpendttgirca  for  1838,  and  the  balances 
remaining  in  the  Trensary  en  the  3 1st  of  December 
of  that  year. 

A  letter  from  the  Seeietary  of  State,  in  answer 
to  a  resolntion  of  the  Honse  of  the  14th  instant, 
slating  that  there  are  no  accounting  otficers  at- 
tached to  the  Department  of  State;  that  in  no  case, 
when  it  becomes  the  duty  of  the  Secretary,  nnder 
existing  ^ws^  to  decide  upon  claims  against  the 
GU^vernmenti  are  reports  of  any  OQmmitlees  of 
either  House  of  Congress  recognised  as  a  proper 
foundation  npon  which  to  allow  them;  and  that  no 
claims  ha^^,  under  his  administration  of  the  De- 
partment, been  allowed  in  consequence  of  such 
reports. 

A  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  State,  in  anawer 
to  a  rcflolntfbn  of  the  Hou^  of  the  14ih  instant,  as 
to  who  are  employed  at  this  time  by  the  Federal 
Qovemment,  as  printers,  to  publish  the  laws  pi  the 
Unitad  States,  in  the  State  of  North  Carolina.  .  , 
A  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  l^avy,  In  reply 


to  a  resbluiion  of  the  14th  instant,  statlDgrnhtft  1ft 
the  settlement  of  claims  by  that  Department,  re- 
ports pf  committees  of  the  House  of  Repi^senta- 
tives  aife  not  recognised  as  a  proper  fonndation  10 
allow  any  claim  against  the  Government,  and  that 
no  claim  has  been  allowed  in  consequence  of  8n<4i 
reports. 

A  letter  /rom  the  Secretary  of,  War,  .in  reply  to 
the  same  resolution,  transmitting  a  similar  answer. 

A  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  transmit- 
ting a  report  of  the  survey  of  the  Neenale  and  For 
rivers,  in  compliance  with  arosolntlonof  the  Hovse 
of  Representatives  of  the  14ih  inst. 

A  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  transmitrtiig 
a  communication  from  the  Commissiotter  of  Indian 
Affairs,  with  a  sUtcment  of  all  the  persons  employ- 
ed by  that  Department  during  the  year  1837. 

And  the  House,  at  a  little  before  7  o'clock,  ad- 
journed. 

IN  SENATE, 
Monday,  January  81,  1839. 

ThePRfiSIDfiNT  presented  a  commnnksatitm 
fron>  the  Secretary  of  the  Tieasury,  transmitting  A 
report  from  the  C'Ommissioner  of  the  Geheril 
Land  Office,  in  conpliance  with  a  resolution  of  the 
Senate  of  the  2d  inst.  in  relation  to  the  nnmberof 
land  offices  existing  under  the  authority  of  th^  Go- 
vernment of  the  United  States,  Ac.;  which  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands,  aiid  or- 
dered lo  be  printed. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  presented  the  memorial  of  the 
heirs  of  Robert  Fulton;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

Mr.  W.  also  presented  memorials  for  asstetanee 
in  the  construction  of  the  Mount  Carmel  Ridlroad; 
which  were  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  SEVIER  presented  the  memorial  of  Lieut. 
Col.  Vose  for  increase  of  comoensation;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affaire. 

Mr.  STRANGE  presented  the  petition  of  the 
heirs  of  Samuel  Cazean;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Jndiciary. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  presented  the  memorial  of 
Mrs.  Susan  Bainbridge,  praying  for  the  pension  to 
which  her  husband  would  have  been  entitled; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Af- 
faire. 

Mr.  PRENTISS  presented  the  petition  of  Adam 
L.  West;  which  was  referred. 

Mr.  YOUNG  presented  the  memorial  of  citizens 
of  Schuyler  county,  Illinois,  in  relation  to  a  post 
road;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Post  Office  and  Post  Roads. 

Mr.  McKCAN  presented  the  memorial  of  citi- 
zens of  Frankford,  Philadelphia  county,  {^raying 
for  the  immediate  abolition  of  the  slave  tr^e  and 
slavery  in  ihe  District  of  Columbia:  the  motion  for 
the  reception  of  which  was  laid  npon  the  table. 

Mr.  TIPTON  presented  a  communication  from 
the  War  Department;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Military  Affaire. 

Mr.  TALLMADQiS  presented  the  memorial  of 
John  Adrian  and  others,  praying  for  the  repeal  of 
the  duty  on  brass  wire,  or  the  imposition  of  a  coun- 
teracting duty  on  pin5;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Manufactures. 

Mr.  T.  on  leave,  and  in  pureuance  of  notice 
given,  introduced  joint  resolutions  for  the  aijnen^- 
ment  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  Staler, 
which  were  read  twice,  zn^  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  DAVIS  piesentcd  the  memorial  of  Lysan- 
der  Fullor;  which  was  refer^'ed  to  the  Committee 
on  Roads  and  Canals,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  KING  presented  the  joint  memorial  of  the 
Legislature  ot  Alabama  fur  a  survey  of  the  lands 
acquired  by  treaty  from  the  Cherokee  Indians; 
Which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pi- 
nance.  . ,  .  _, 
WVfr.  HUBBARD  presented  the  petition  of  James 
ilUkms  for  compensation  for  losse<«  susiained  in 
PlpridiVwhich  was  referred  lo  the  Committee  on 

Claims.  ,  .  ,  ^         _  \ 

.  Mr.  DAVIS  presented  a  memorial  from  certam 
booktellcre  in  Boston,  relative  to  printing  thfe'  lawa 
of  the,  "UnUed  States;  which  was  referred  fe  the  Joint 
Comtniee  on  the  Library. 

Mr.  SMITH  of  Connecticnt,  from  the  Commit- 
tee on  PensiOns,u>  which  memorials  on  the  subjects 


180 


OONQRBSSIO^PAL  GLOfifi. 


Mi^r     -Ml* 


wen  wwally  referred,  reporttd   th«   Mowing 

*  A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Pred«rick  Uigel; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  Jicirs  of  Dr.  John  Ram- 
sey,  deceased; 

A  bill  for  the  reli«f  of  Jameg  McCrory ; 

A  bill  far  the  relief  of  ihe  heire  of  Captam  John 
Jordan,  deceased;  _   ^  ^    ^         .  ^  w  »-_. 

A  bill  for  the  r*lief  of  Dr.  Samuel  T.  McKean; 

A  bill  for  liie  relief  of  Mojes  Elmer; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  Powell; 

Which  were  seyerally  read,  and  ordered  to  a  ■•- 
oond  reading. 

Mr.  LUMPKIN,  from  the  Committee  on  Indian 
Aflhirs,  to  which  was  referred  the  petition  of  Wil- 
liam Smith,  made  an  unfavorable  report  thereon. 

Mr.  WRIGHT,  from  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
lo  which  was  referred  the  memorial  of  the  Alaba- 
ma, Florida,  and  Georf  ia  Railroad  Company,  re- 
ported a  bill  for  the  relief  thereof;  which  was  read, 
and  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  W.  also,  from  the  same  committee,  asked 
to  be  discharged  from  the  further  consideration  of 
the  petition  of  Frederick  Qebhart;  which  was 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  W.  also,  from  the  same  committee,  asked 
to  be  discharged  from  the  further  considention  of 
the  memorial  of  Alfred  Vail  for  the  privilege  of 
importing,  free  of  duty,  the  apparatus  for  aa  elec- 
tro-magnetic telegraph,  and  that  it  be  referred  lo 
the  Committee  on  Manufactures;  which  was  agreed 
to. 

Mr.  W.  also,  from  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
to  which  was  referred  the  communication  from  the 
Seereury  of  the  Tteasary,  in  relation  to  the  modes 
of  collecting  and  disbursing  the  revenues  in  foreign 
Oovernmenis,  made  a  report  thereon,  accompanied 
by  a  resolofion,  which  was  agreed  to;  and  in  con- 
corrence  therewith,  10,000  additional  copies  were 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  NORVELL,  from  the  Committee  on  Re- 
rolutlonary  Claims,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Edward  Wade;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  a 
sfcood  reading. 

Mr.  N.  also,  from  the  same  committee,  reported 
a  joint  resolution  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  at  law  of 
Capt.  Frederick  M.  Bell;  which  was  read,  and  or- 
dered to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  HUBBARD,  from  the  Committee  on 
Claims,  to  which  was  referred  the  petition  of  Fre- 
derick De  Russy,  asked  to  be  discharged  from  the 
further  consideration  thereof;  which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  SOUTHARD,  from  the  Committee  on  Na- 
val Affairs,  reperted  a  bill  for  ihc  relief  of  Andrew 
Poresi;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  a  second 
reading. 

Mr.  STRANGE,  from  the  Committee  on  Patents 
and  the  Patent  OflScc,  reported  a  bill  for  ihe  relief 
of  Hazard  Knowles;  which  was  read,  and  ordered 
to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS  of  Maine,  from  the  Commit- 
tee on  Naval  Affairs,  asked  to  be  dischaigtd  from 
the  further  consideration  of  the  memorial  of  Joseph 
Radchff,  and  that  it  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Claims;  whioh  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS  of  Mississippi,  from  (he  Com- 
miuee  on  Pensions,  to  which  haul  been  referred  the 
bill  for  the  relief  of  David  Baird,  reported  the  same 
wifhont  amendment. 

Mr.  W.  alsoyfrom  the  same  committee,  reported 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representatives  of 
Daniel  Piitt,  deceased;  and  a  bill  for  tlie  relief  of 
Gustavus  0.  Horner,  which  were  severally  read, 
and  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  W.  from  the  same  committee,  as>ked  to  be 
discharged  from  the  futhcr  consideration  of  the 
memorial  of  Captain  Robert  White;  which  was 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  LINN  submitted  the  followiag  resolutions, 
wbidi  lie  one  day  for  consideration: 

Retolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  ihk  Treasoiy  be 
directed  to  communicate  to  the  Senate  any  infor- 
mation he  may  possess  m  relation  to  the  banka  or 
institutions  eaercising  the  banking  privilege  in  the 
Territory  of  Wisconsin;  whether  they  are  exeroia- 
ing  such  privileges  in  pursuance,  or  in  violation  of 
the  laws  of  the  United  States,  and  whether  their 
notes  are  received  la  payment  fur  tha  public  lands. 

Metohidf  That  the.Coaiwiclee  on  Fmaice  be  in- 


structed to  report  a  bill  to  disaffirm,  disapprove, 
and  render  null  and  void  any  act  of  the  Territori- 
al Legislature,  creating  banking  institutions  in  the 
Wisconsin  Territory,  whose  chartere  have  not  been 
approved  by  Congress,  or  where  the  provisions  of 
their  charters,  or  the  acta  of  Congress  approving 
them,  have  been  violated. 

Ruohtd^  That  the  committee  also  report  a  bill 
to  give  jarisdiction  to  the  courts  of  the  Territories 
of  the  United  States  orer  r  11  the  banking  iastitu- 
lions  in  said  Territories,  and  to  provide  punishment 
for  the  yiotatien  of  the  act  of  Congress  of  the  1st  of 
July,  1836,  or  of  any  other  act  that  has  been  or 
may  hereafter  be  passed  approving  bank  charters. 

Mr.  YOUNG  submitted  the  following  resolution, 
which  waa  considered  and  agreed  (o: 

Ritoktdy  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands 
be  instructed  to  inquire  whether  any  additional  ap- 
propriationjts  necessary  to  enable  the  surveyor  ge- 
neral of  the  States  of  Missouri  and  Illinois  to  com* 
plete  the  surveys  of  the  public  lands  in  the  State  of 
Illinois. 

Mr.  PRESTON  presented  the  memorial  of  the 
L  egislative  Council  of  the  Tirr.itory  of  Florida,  for 
an  appropriation  of  land  for  the  Dade  institute; 
which  was  re(erred  to  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  WALKER,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  to  which  was  referred  the  memorial  of  a 
number  of  citizens  of  Illinois,  praying  ihc  esta- 
blishment of  an  additional  Innd  office  in  the  north- 
ern part  of  that  State,  asked  to  be  dischargetl  from 
the  further  cons  deration  thereof;  which  wa.s  agreed 
to. 

Mr.  W.  also,  from  the  same  committee,  asked 
to  be  discharged '  from  the  further  consideration  of 
the  petition  of  citizens  of  Illinois,  for  the  establish- 
roeni  of  a  land  office  at  Kishwaukie  in  that  State; 
which  was  a^rreed  to. 

Mr.  BENTON,  from  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs,  asked  to  be  discharged  from  the  further 
c<onsideration  of  the  memorial  of^the  president  and 
directors  of  the  Western  Railroad  C  impany  of 
Massachusetts;  which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  MERRICK,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Post  Office  and  Post  Roads,  reported  a  bill  for  the 
elief  of  JohnM.  Straiter;  which  was  read,  and  or- 
dered to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  SPBNCE,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  to  which  was  referred  the  bill  for 
the  construction  of  a  free  bridge  over  the  Eastern 
Branch,  reported  the  same  without  amendment. 

The  report  from  the  Committee  on  the  District  of 
Columbia,  in  compliance  ^ith  the  resolution  of  the 
Senate  directing  them  to  .  jqnire  whether  the  banks 
have  acted  in  conformity  to  the  provisions  of  th-.ir 
charters,  and  reporting  that  ii:  ',ank3  have  acted 
in  conformity, therewith,  w&s  talen  up  and  agreed  to. 

The  joint  resolution  for  the  purchase  of  an  island 
at  the  confluence  of  the  St.  Peters  and  Mississippi 
rivers,  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed. 

CUMBERLAND  ROAD. 

The  bill  for  the  continuation  of  the  Cumberiand 
road,  appropriating  $100,000  to  the  road  in  the 
States  of  Ohio,  Indiana  and  Illinois,  was  taken  up 
on  its  third  reading,  and,  after  some>  remarks  from 
Mr.  CLAY  of  Alabama  in  opposition,  was  passed 
by  the  following  vote: 

YEAS— Mehscs.  Alien,  Bayard,  Benton,  Bncha- 
nan,  Clay  of  Kentucky,  Cnthbett,  Davis,  Falton, 
Knight,  Linn,  Morris,  Nicholas,  Bobbins,  Robin- 
son, Sevier,  Smith  ot  Indiana,  Soathant,  Spence, 
SwiA,  Tallmadge,  Tipton,  Wright,  and  Yoong-^24. 

NAYS— Mes:irs.  Brown,  Calhoun,  Clay  of  Ala- 
bama, Foster,  Hubbard,  King,  Lumpkin,  Lyon, 
Mouton,  Niles,  Norvell,  Pierce,  Preston,  Roane, 
Rnggles,  Smith  of  Connecticut,  Strange,  Walker, 
Wall,  White,  WiUiama  of  Blaine,  and  Williams  of 
MtaaiflBtppi— S9. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Gad  Humphreys,  of  the 
Territory  of  Florida,  for  property  destroyed  by  or- 
der of  an  officer  of  the  United  States,  was  taken 
up;  and,  aAer  a  long  discussion,  in  which  Messn. 
HUBBARD,  KING,  NORVELL,  SMITH  of  In- 
diana, WRIGHT,  and  CALHOUN  participated, 
was  ordered  to  be  engros.ned  for  a  third  reading; 
and,  aAer  an  Executive  session, 

The  Senate  adjoarned. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES, 
Monday,  Jan.  31, 1839. 

As  soon  as  the  journal  was  read, 

Mr.  HAYNES  rose  and  remarked,  that  only  six 
weeks  of  the  session  remained,  and  they  had  not 
yet  referred  the  President's  Message;  he  therefore 
asked  the  consent  of  the  House  to  go  into  com- 
mittee thereon. 

Objection  being  made, 

Mr.  H.  moved  a  suspension  of  the  roles;  o& 
which  motion 

Mr.  CRABB  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays; 
which,  being  ordered,  were — ^yeas  84,  naya74: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Andrews,  Atherton,  Banks^ 
Beatty,  Beers,  Beime,  Bell,  Bicknell,  Birdaall^ 
Boon,  Bouldin,  Brodbead,  Bnchanan,  Cambre- 
leng,  John  Campbell,  Casey,  Cheatham,  Coffin,  | 
Coles,  Connor,  Crary,  Cushman,  Dromgoole,  Ed- 
wards, Farrington,  Fry,  James  Garland,  Rice  Gktr-  ^ 
land,  Grantland,  Grant,  Gray,  Haley,  Hamer,.  < 
Harper,  Hawkins,  Haynes,  Holsey,Holt,  Hnbley^ 
Ingham,  Thomas  B.  Jackson,  Jenifer,  Joseph. 
Johnson,  Wm.  Cost  Johnson,  Nathaniel  Jones,, 
Lewis,  Loomis,  Mallory,  Marvin,  Samson  Mason, 
Maniii,  Maxwell,  McKay,  Robert  McClellan» 
Abraham  McCleilan,  Montgomery,  Moore,  Mch*- 
gan,  Noble,  Parker,  Parmenter,  Phelps,  Pickens, 
Prait,  John  H.  Prentiss,  Sergeant  S.  Prentiss,  Ri- 
chardson, Rives,  Rumsey,  Augustine  H.  Shepperd, 
Sheplor,  Snyder,  Stuart,  Swearingen,  Tomey^ 
Vail,  Vanderveor,  Webster,  Weeks,  Whitlleeey,. 
Lewis  Williams,  Jared  W.  Williams,  and  Jose^ 
L.  Williams— 84. 

NAYS — ^Messrs.  Adams,  Alexander,  Heman  Al- 
len, John  W.  Allen,  Bond,  Borden,  William  R 
Calhoun,  John  Calhoon,  Carter,  Chambers,  Cha- 
ney,  Chapman,  Child^,  Crabb,  Cranston,  Crockett, 
Cushlng,  bavies,  Deberry,  Dunn,  Evans,  Everett, 
Fillmore,  Giddings,Goode,  Wm.  Graham,  Oren- 
nell,  Ilall,  Harrison,  Plastings,  Hawes,  Henry, 
Hero.i,  Howard,  Jabez  Jackson,  Henry  Johnson, 
Kenii«'ily,  Lincoln,-  McKennan,  Meuefee,  Mercer, 
Mitchell,  Mathias  Morris,  Calvary  Moiris,  Naylor, 
Ni  yv<,  Ogle,  Pearcc,  Peck,  Pope,  Potts,  Putnam, 
Rari(1«.'i.,  Reed,  Ridgway,  John  Robertson,  Edward 
Robiiison,  Russell,  Saltoostall,  Sergeant,  Sheffer, 
Shields,  Southgate,  Stone,  Stration,  Taliaferro,  Til- 
linghast,  ToUnd,  Albert  S.  White,  John  While, 
Sherrod  Williams,  C.  H.  Williams,  Word,  YeU, 
and  Yorke — 74. 

Not  being  two-thirds,  the  Hoa^e  refused  to  sas- 
pend  the  rules. 

Mr.  GRAHAM  of  North  Carolina,  on  leav*, 
snbmiiieJ  the  following  resolution: 

Re^oltedf  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be  request* 
ed  to  inform  the  House,  as  soon  as  he  can,  what 
number  of  ihe  Cherokee  tribe  of  Indians  are  now 
remaining  in  the  Slate  of  North  Caiolina;  what 
means  iheGoyemment  has  provided  for  their  sab- 
sistenrts  and  why  they  were  not  removed  west  of 
the  Mis>istippi  river,  according  to  the  terms  of  tbe 
treaty,  and  the  provisions  of  an  act  of  Congress, 
passed  at  the  last  session;  and,  also,  how,  to  whom, 
and  for  what  has  the  money  appropriated  under 
that  act,  for  subsistence  and  removal  of  the  Che- 
rokee Indians,  been  expended  and  applied. 

The  resolution  having  been  read — 

Mr.  HAYNES  said  he  had  just  received  a  letter 
representing  a  similar  state  of  facts,  except  that  the 
number  of  suffering  Indians  was  greater  than  staled 
by  ,Mr.  GiufUM  (500  or  600.)  Mr. .  H^i  lener 
conveyed  the  information  that  these  Indians  had 
fallen  back. 

Mr.  GRAHAM  replied  that  his  informatioa 
was  that  these  Indians  had  never  taken  up  the  line 
of  march  at  all. 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY  was  aware  that  ^reat 
complaints  had  been  made  in  relation  to  this  mat- 
ter, and  also  very  great  complaints  on  the  part  of  the 
volunteers,  recently  called  into  the  service  of  the 
United  Siatea  in  that  aecLkin.  He  would,  thefe- 
fore,  ask  his  friend  to  accept  an  amendment,  call- 
ing upon  the  Secretary  of  War  also  to  inform  this 
House  why  these  Tolnnteera  had  not  been  paid  for 
their  services. 

^  Mr.  GRAHAM  did  not  wish  to  have  bis  resolo- 
lion  embarrassed,  and  therefore  declined  aeoeptin^ 
his  colleague's  amendflnent. 
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Mr.  OE  GRAFF  mored  the  pieviotis  question; 

which  prevailed,  and  the  resolution  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  JOHNSON  of  Louisiana,  from   the  select 

coramiuee,  reported  the  following  resolution;  which 

wds  coiicuired  in. 

Raolted^  That  the  select  committee,  appointed 
10  iDquire  into  ibe  charges  of  high  crimes  and  mis- 
^eaieanors  against  P.  K.  Lawrence,  Judge  of  the 
disiriri  court  of  the  United  States,  for  the  Slate  of 
Loaisiaoa,  be  authorized  to  send  for  persons,  pa- 
per?, and  records. 

PetiiioDS  and  memorials  were  then  called  for  in 
ihe  order  of  Slates. 

Messrs.  EVANS,  ROBINSON,  DAVEE.  AN- 
©■ERSOX,  of  Maine. 

J  "Mr.  Datce  presented  the  petition  of  Thomas 
■M.  j'Vrble,  and  eighty-one  other  ciiizens  of  Leha- 
aon,  iii  the  Stato  of  Maine,  praying  Congress  not 
10  admif  -*ny  new  State  to  the  Union,  whose  con- 
sutciion  I'oJcraies  slavery,  and  to  reject  all  appiica- 
liuns  and  jifi>po»iiions  for  the  anneiation  of  Texas 
to  ihe  Uniii'cl  States,  and  requesting  that  the  pcti- 
uoneri  may  be  heard  in  persoa,  or  by  counsel,  be- 
fore the  com  miUee;  which  petition  was  laid  on  the 
lablc  uri»J*»r  the  order  of  the  12th  December,  1838.] 

Messrs.  CUS3MAN  and  ATHERTON,;of  New 
Hamp5(hire.  .  ^ 

[Mr.  CasHMitN  presented  the  pctiticJn  ot  The- 
opeiusSomjiby,  praying  .''or  backpay  as  an  inva- 
iiJpenbitncr:  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Inva- 
lid Pensioa.«.  Also  petition  of  John  A.  Dickerson, 
prayinj;  coinpeusaiion  for  services  rendered  the 
Uored  States  as  sailing  master  of  the  navy:  lefer- 
red  to  the  Coni'nitiee  on  Naval  Affairs.  Also  the 
petition  rf  John  Haven,  and  others,  praying  Con- 
gresi  ra  recogni>ie  the  independence  of  the  Repub- 
iicof  Ha)  ti;  referred  to  the  Committee  oh  Foreign 
A^lTair^.] 

Mc»rs.  FLETCHER,  GRENNELL.  REED, 
CaSHING,  LINCOLN,  BORDEN,  SALTON- 
STALL,  PARMENTER,  and  ADAMS^of  Mas- 
:^achuseiU'. 

[Mr.  Parmknter  presented  ihe  peliiion  of  Daniel 
BlancharU  And  52  others  of  Charlesiown,  Lynn,  Bos- 
ton, an  J  other  places,  fer  an  amendment  in  the  law 
grant  ins  a  bounty  to  vessels  engaged  in  the  fishe- 
ries; of  Sarah  R.  Mor-e,  for  arrears  of  pension;  of 
James  B.  Woodbury,  and  56  others,  legal  vottra  of 
Acton,  in  Massachusetfs,  praying  that  all  orders  of 
Ujc  House  abridging  the  right  of  petition  may  be 
rescinded;  of  Abby  D.  Cowdry,  and  40  oiheiSj^  ma- 
trons of  Acton,  for  the  same  object;  of  Mary  Strata 
ion  and,  124  other  women  of  Groton,  Mass.  for  the 
same  objecf ;  of  Sarah  C.  Rngg  and  85  other  women 
of  Groton,  Mass.  for  the  abolition  of  slavery  in  the 
District  4,f  Columbia,  and  of  the  slave  trade  be- 
tween the  States;  of  D.  Phelps,  and  71  other  legal 
voters  of  Groton,  for  the  recognition  of  the  Repub- 
lic of  Hayti.] 

Mr  ADAMS,  on  leave,  bioughl  in  a  bill  for  the 
relief  of  Capi  Joshua  Huttj  which  was  read  twice, 
and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  ADAMS  then  said  he  had  a  large  nQmber 
of  petitions  to  pre^«nt  on  the  subject  ef  abolition, 
and  asked  leave  of  the  House  lo  explain  the  jMXii- 
lion  he  occupied,  and  to  state  the  reasons  of  his 
adopting  the  course  he  had  done  in  presenting  pe- 
tions  of  this  character  He  further  asked  this 
eoortesy  of  the  House,  because  he  had  received  a 
mass  uf  letters  threstening  him  with  assassination 
for  ihtf  course.  His  r.»al  position,  he  was  con- 
vince^l,  was  not  un?1ersto«d  in  the  country. 

ObjertioD  being  made  to  Mr.  A's  making  his 
t»talement 

Mr.  GRENNELL  moved  a  suspension  of  the 
rales.  .  ^ 

Mr.  BOND  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays;  which, 
being  ordered,  were— yeas  117,  nays  58,  as  follows: 

YBAS — Me»sr«.  Alexander,  Heman  Allen,  John 
W-  Allen,  Andrews,  Avcrigp,  Beaiiy,  Bicknell, 
l]idd>,  Cund,  Bonien,  Bouldin,  Buchanan,  Wil- 
JiaiQ  K-  Calhoun,  John  Calhoon,  Carter,  Casey, 
Chambcr>,  Cheatham,  Childs,  Coffin,  Cranston, 
Crockett,  Cushing,  Darlington,  Davee,  Davies, 
DeGrafT,  Dunn,  Edward'-,  Evan5,  Everett,  Ewing, 
Richard  Fletcher,  Fillmore,  Fry,  Rice  Garland, 
Gkklings,  Goode,  William  Graham,  Orantland, 
Glares,  Qry,  Grennell,  Haley,  HaU,  Harper, 
Hastings,  Henry,  Herod,  Howard,  Jenifer,  Henry 


Johnson,  William  Cost  Johnson,  Nathaniel  Jones, 
Kemble,  Kennedy,  Klingensmith,  Lewis,  Lino(«ln, 
Mar /in,  Samson  Mason,  Maury,  May,  Maxwell, 
Itobert  McCiellan,  McKennan,  Menefee,  Mllligan, 
Mitchell,  Moore,  Calvary  Morris,  Naylor,  Noyes, 
Parker,  Parmenter,  Pearce,  Peck,  Phelps,  Plu- 
mer,  Pope,  Poits,  Pratt,  John  H.  Prentiss,  Sergeant 
S.  Prentiss,  Putnam,  Rariden,  Reeil,  Rencher, 
Ridgway,  Edward  Robinson,  Rumsey,  Russell, 
SaltoRstall,  Sergeant,  Sheffer,  Shields,  Sibley,  Slade, 
Snyder,  Southgate,  Stuart,  Stratton,  Taliaferro, 
Tillinghast,  Toland,  Underwood,  Vail,  Vanderveer, 
Albert  S.  White,  John  White,  Whittlesey,  Lewis 
Williams,  Jared  W.  Williams,  Joseph  L.  Wil- 
liams, ChriUopher  H.  Williams,  and  Yorke — 117. 
NAYS — Messrs.  Anderson,  Banks,  Beers,  Bird- 
sail,  Boon,  Bronson,  Chaney,  Chapman,'  Coles, 
Conner,  Crabb,"  Deberry,  Dromgoole,  Duncan, 
Farrington,  James  Graham,  Grant,  Griffin,  Ha- 
mer,  Harrison,  Hawkins,  Haynes,  HoLsey,  Holr, 
Hubley,  Robert  M.  T.  Hunter,  Inghatn,  Joseph 
Johnson,  Logan,  Lyon,  Mallory,  James  M.  Ma- 
son, McKay,  Abraham  McCiellan,  Mercer,  Mil- 
ler, Montgomery,  Morgan,  Samuel  W.  Morris, 
Murray,  Noble,  Parris,  Petri  kin,  Richard.^on, 
RiVes,  Sawyer,  Augustine  H.  Shepperd,  Sheplor, 
Spencer,  Stanly,  Stone,  Swcarin;?en,  Taylor,  Tur- 
ney,  Sherrod  Williams,  Word,  and  Yell— 58. 
So  the  rule  was  suspended. 
Mr.  ADAMS  then  made  his  statement,  in  the 
course  of  which  he  distinctly  averred  that,  though 
he  had  so  earnestly  aivocat(»d  the  right  of  persons 
to  petition  for  the  abolition  of  slavery  in  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  yet  he  was  not  himself  prepared 
to  grant  their  prayer.  On  the  contrary,  if  the  ques- 
tion were  presented  at  once,  he  should  vote  .against 
it.  He  knew  not  what  change  might  be  wrought 
upon  his  mind  by  a  full  and  fair  di8cu.^ion;  but  as 
yet  he  had  seen  no  reason  to  change  his  opinibn, 
though  he  had  read  all  that  had  been  written  and 
published  on  this  subject  by  the  Abolitionists  them- 
selves. Mr.  A.  then  went  at  length  into  his  rea- 
I  sons  for  offering  the  resolutions  of  inquiry  on  the 
controversy  between  Messrs.  Stevenson  and  O'Con- 
nell. 

Mr.  A.  having  concladecl  bis  explanatory  re- 
marks at  three  o*ciock,  proceeded  to  present  to  the 
House  his  numerous  petitions,  praying  for  the  abo- 
lition of  slavery,  for  the  repeal  of  the  resolutions 
pa5^d  by  the  House  on  the  12th  December  upon 
that  subject,  and  also  that  the  mover  of  the  same 
receive  a  vote  of  censure  for  introducing  them  into 
the  HoiL«e.  Also,  petitions  praying  for  the  recog- 
nition of  the  indf>pendence  of  Hayii,  and  against 
the  admission  into  the  Union  of  any  new  State 
tolerating  slavery.  Also,  petitions  praying  for  the 
establishing  a  congress  of  nations. 

Mr.  A.  havmg  got  through  at  four  o'clock,  peti- 
tions and  metnoriais  were  further  presented  by 

Messrs.  CRANSTON  and  TILLINGHAST  of 
Rhode  Island. 
Mr.  PHELPS  of  Connecticut. 
Messrs.  HALL,  ALLEN,  and  EVERETT,  of 
Vermont. 

[Mr.  Hbmen  Allen,  presented  the  petition  of 
Hector  Adanu^,  and  199  others,  for  the  erection  of 
a  bridge  from  Milton  to  South  Hero,  upon  a  sand- 
bar in  Lake  Champlain.  Also  the  petition  of  118 
inhabitants  of  Burlington  in  Vermont,  against 
the  admission  of  any  new  State  whose  constitution 
tolerates  slavery,  and  'against  the  annexation  o!^ 
Texas  to  the  Un-.on.  Also  the  petition  of  112  citi- 
zens  of  Burlington,  Vermont,  for  the  recognition 
in  the  usual  fotm  and  manner,  and  to  enter  into 
the  customary  international  relations  with  the  Re- 
public of  Hayti.  Also  the  petition  of  113  inhab  i- 
tanta  of  Burlington,  Vermont,  for  the  abolition  of 
slavery  in  the  District  ^t*  Columbia  and  Terrii'^iy 
of  Florida,  and  to  prohibit  the  traffic  in  slaves  be- 
tween the  States.  Also  the  petition  of  50  freemen 
ot  Westfurd,  Vermont,  against  new  slave  States 
and  against  the  admission  of  Texas.  Also  the  pe- 
tition of  50  freemen  of  WestfoH,  Vermont,  agninst 
slavery  and  s^ave  trade  in  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia and  Territories,  and  slave  tr^de  between  Ihe 
States.] 

Mr.  EVERSTT  presented  joint  resolutions  of 
the  Slate  of  Vermont,  passed  nnanimonsiy  by  the 
Lejislatlire  of  that  State,  praying  the  abolition  of 


slavery,  against  the  annexation  of  Texas  lo  the 
Union,  and  praying  for  the  rescinding  the  resolu- 
tions adopted  by  the  House  of  Representatives  on 
the  13ih  December  last  upon  the  subject  of  aboli- 
tion. 

The  CHAIR  decided  that  these  resolutions,  un- 
dej  the  rule,  lie  upon  the  table,  and  cited  instances 
on  record  that  similar  resolutions  of  State  Legis- 
latures had,  under  a  similar  resolution  of  this 
House,  been  laid  upon  the  table  without  being 
read,  debated,  ot  printed. 

Mr.  EVERETT  then  took  an  appeal  from  the 
decision  of  the  Chair. 

Mr.  SLADE  spoke  some  time  in  opposition  to  the 
decision  of  the  Speaker,  and  against  the  resolutions, 
taking  the  course  indicated  by  the  resolutions, 
adopted  by  the  House  on  the  12th  December. 

Mr.  PARKER  inquired  of  the  Chair,  whether 
the  appeal  could  be  debated? 

The  CHAIR  was  understood  to  ^y  that  the  ap- 
peal could  be  debated,  if  it  be  done  without  enter- 
ing into  the  merits  of  the  question  of  Abolition. 

Mr.  SLADE  having  finished  his  remarks, 

The  CEiA.1  R  further  stated,  in  support  of  hia  de* 
ci$ion,  that  according  to  the  pralimenary  law,  every, 
member  had  the  right  to  derasnd  the  reading  of  any 
matter  or  paper  upon  which  he  was  compelled  to 
vote;  but  (hL^;  Hoii.sc  had,  by  the  lesolution  adopted, 
prejudged  the  matter.  The  resolutions  passed  by 
this  sfssion  of  Congress,  were  almost  identical  in 
langua^^e  lo  tho^^e  adopted  at  the  session  of  1835, 
by  which  certain  joint  resolutions  of  a  State  Legis- 
ture  were  laid  oa  the  table  without  being  read,  de- 
bated, or  referred. 

The  question  was  then  raised  whether  the  joint 
resolutions,  similar  in  character  to  these  now  pre- 
sented, fell  within  the  same  voriex  with  petitions 
from  individuals.  The  Chair  then  decided  that 
they  did,  and  his  decision  was  sustained  by  a  large 
majority  of  the  Hou^e.  The  resolution  touching 
this  matter,  passed  at  the  presient  .«e»si()n,  read  as 
follows:  *'That  every  petition,  memorial,  resolution, 
proposition,  or  paper,  touching,  or  relating  in  any 
way,  or  to  any  ejtieni  whatever,  to  slavery,  or  the 
abolition  thereof,  shall,  on  the  presentation  thereof, 
without  any  further  action  thereon,  be  laid  upon 
the  table,  without  being  debated,  printed,  or  re- 
ferred.*' The  Chair  has  no  alternative  left  under 
this  resolution,  and  the  construction  heretofore 
given  it  by  the  House,  than  to  give  these  joint  reso- 
lutions the  same  direction  as  other  propositions 
touching  the  same  subject. 

Mr.  BRONSON  moved  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  PARRIS  moved  to  lay  the  whole  subject 
upon  the  table;  and,  upon  this  motion,   . 

Mr.  EVERETT  demanded  the  yeas  aud  nays. 

The  SPEAKER  divided  the  House,  but  no  quo- 
rum voting, 

Mr.  MORQAN  moved  that  the  House  adjourn: 
decided  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  MORGAN  moved  a  call  of  the  House:  lost. 

Mr.  HAYNES  moved  that  the  House  adjourn; 
and  upon  which  motion 

Mr.  HARRISON  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays; 
which  were  not  ordered. 

The  House  then  adjourned. 

IN  SENATE, 
Tuesday,  January  23,  1839. 

Mr.  LUMPKIN  piesented  the  mcmoria)  signed 
by  the  officers  ef  the  United  States  revenue  cutter 
JacksoUt  praying  Congress  to  extend  the  navy  pen- 
sion laws  so  as  to  include  those  employed  in  the 
revenue  service:  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Naval  Afiairs. 

Mr.  HUBBARD  presented  the  petition  of  Charles 
J.  Catlett,  praying  to  be  remunerated  for  property 
destroyed  by  the  enemy  duriug  the  late  war:  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Claim>-. 

Mr.  PIEROE  presented  the  petition  of  Nancy 
Stephens;  which  wa^  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Pen&ious. 

Mr.  TIPTON  pre«?nted  a  letter  Trom  the  War 
Department  in  relation  to  the  improvement  of  the 
harbor  of  Michigan  city;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Cum  m  it  lee  on  Claims. 

Mr.  SMITH  of  Indiana  introduced  a  petition, 
signed  by  over  three  hundred  citizens  of  Cmcinnati,. 
Ohio,  asking  Congress  to  aid,  by  a  lubscriptiua  to 
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the  stiiclf  of  the  Jefferson  ville  and  New  Albany  Ca- 
nal Company,  in  constracting  a  steamboat  canal 
around  the  falls  of  the  Ohio,  on  the  Indiana  side.  Mr. 
S.  said  it  would  be  recollecled  by  the  Senate  that 
he  had  introdoeed  petitions  at  thd  last  session,  na- 
tneroosly  signed,  from  different  points  on  the  Ohio, 
on  this  sabject,  and  that  no  final  action  had  been 
had  upon  ihem.  He  said  he  hoped  he  need  not  ad- 
vertise the  committee  and  the  Senate  of  the  impor- 
tance of  this  work  to  the  whole  commerce  of  the 
Ohio;  nor  need  he  urge  the  matter  npon  the  atten- 
tion of  the  committee.  He  felt  assured  the  impor- 
tance of  the  measure  would  recommend  it  to  (he 
early  attention  of  the  committee.  The  petition 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Roads  and 
Can  ah. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS  of  Maine  presented  the  peti- 
tion of  sundry  owners  of  coasting  vessels,  praying 
for  an  appropriation  for  placing  three  buoys  on  the 
coast  between  Nantucket  and  Chatham,  in  the 
State  of  Maine:  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Com- 
roercv. 

Mr.  BENTON  presented  the  petition  of  Nathan 
Ranney,  surveyor  of  the  port  of  St.  Louis,  praying 
for  an  increase  of  compensation:  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Commerce. 

The  CHAIR  communicated  a  report  from  the 
Navy  Department,  transmitting  a  statement  of  con- 
tracts made  by  the  Commissioner  of  the  Navy, 
during  the  year  1838,  prepared  in  obedience  to  the 
act  of  third  March,  1809,  further  to  amend  the 
several  acts  for  the  establishment  of  the  Treasury, 
War  and  Navy  Departments:  laid  on  the  table, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  WALL,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Judi- 
ciary, reported  a  bill  to  amend  the  act  respecting 
the  judiciary,  system  of  the  United  States;  which 
was  read,  and  ordered  to  a  second  reading.* 

Mr.  W.  from  same  the  Committee,  reported  a 
bill  to  alter  the  times  of  holding  the  October  terms 
of  the  Circuit  Court  of  the  United  Stales,  for  the 
southern  district  of  New  York;  which  was  read, 
and  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  PIERCE,  from  the  Committee  on  Pensions, 
mode  unfavorable  reports  on  the  petitions  of 
Abeshai  Howell,  John  Grigsby,  and  Betsey  Booth. 

Mr.  HUBBA.RD,  from  the  Committee  on 
Claims,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  legal 
representatives  of  John  J.  Bulow;  which  was  read, 
and  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  MORRIS,  from  the  Committee  on  Pensions, 
m^de  unfavorable  reports  on  the  petitions  of  John 
Boswortli,  Moses  Sterling,  the  ^idow  of  Ebenezer 
Adams,  and  of  Samuel  Brown. 

Mr.  MOBRIS,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
which  had  been  referred  the  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Dennis  Trammcll,  reported  the  same  without 
amendment,  recommending  its  passage. 

Mr.  TIPTON,  from  the  Committee  on  Chims, 
to  which  had  been  referred  the  memorial  and  docu- 
ments of  Joseph  M.  Hernandez,  reported  a  bill 
for  his  relief;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  a 
second  reading. 

Mr.  TIPTON,  from  the  same  committee,  re- 
ported a  bill  to  provide  for  payment  of  damages 
susfained  by  individuals  in  the  wars  with  Indian 
tribes  since  1830;  which  was  read,  nnd  ordered  to 
a  second  reading. 

Mr.  MERRICK,  from  the  Committee  en  Claims, 
to  which  had  been  referred  the  petition  of  John  H. 
McTntesh,  made  an  unfavorable  report  thereon. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS  of  Mississippi,  from  thfe  Com- 
'  mitiee  on  Revolntionary  Claims,  made  unfavora- 
ble reports  on  the  memorial  of  the  heirs  of  Colonel 
William  Grayson,  deceased,  and  the  petition  of  the 
executor  of  Wm.  Terrill. 

Mr.  NICHOLAS  submitted  the  following  reso- 
lution, which  was  considered  and  agreed  to: 

Resolved^  That  the  Se<*retary  of  War  be  directed 
to  lay  before  the  Senate  a  s^tatemeoi  of  the  con- 
tracts, prices,  and  expenditures  of  every  nature,  by 
ih'i  Ordnance  Department,  for  the  constiucUon  of 
cannon  nnd  howitzers  of  malleable  iron;  the  numbrr, 
description,  and  rel alive  weight  of  all  the  cannon 
and  howitzers  already  made  of  that  material  for  the 
Department,  and  the  cnst  thereof  per  pound,  indud- 
ins;  all  incidental  expenses.  Also,  a  like  statement 
with  reference  to  brass  cannon  and  howitzers. 
Also,  a  like  statement  with  reference  to  wrought 


iron  cannon  and  howitzers.  Also,  a  comparative 
statement  of  the  cost,  durability  and  utility  of  can- 
non and  howitzers  made  of  cast  iron,  malleable  i^on, 
wrought  iron  and  brass,  as  applicable'  to  field  ser- 
vice, and,  also,  to  fortifications. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS  of  Maine  submitted  the  fol- 
lowing resolution,  which  was  considered  and 
agreed  to: 

Resolved^  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  communicate  to  the  Senate  all  cor- 
respondence, if  any  has  been  had,  since  bis  last  an<* 
nual  Message,  between  this  Government  and  the 
Gk>vemment  of  Great  Britain,  respecting  the  North- 
eastern boundary,  or  the  establishment  of  a  con- 
vention for  the  settlement  thereof. 

On  nwtion  of  Mr.  PRENTISS,  the  Senate  pro- 
ceeded to  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  prohibit 
the  giving  or  accepting,  within  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia, of  a  challenge  to  fight  a  duel,  and  for  the 
punishment  thereof. 

After  some  remarks  from  Mr.  PRENTISS  in 
explanation  of  the  merits  and  objects  of  the  bill, 

Mr.  CLAY  of  Alabama  moved  to  strike  out  the 
fourth  section,  contending  that  it  was  unconstitu* 
lional. 

Mr.  SMITH  of  Connecticut  said  that  he  enter* 
tained  no  difference  of  opinion  now  from  that 
which  he  entertained  at  the  last  session  on  this  sec- 
lion  of  the  bill.  It  was  said  then,  as  now,  that  this 
provision  in  the  bill  was  designed  to  punish  an  act 
perpetrated  beyond  the  limits  of  the  District.  Is  it 
so?  The  object  of  the  bill  is  not  only  to  pievent  du- 
elling in  the  District,  but  to  prevent  its  perpetration 
elsewhere,  when  it  is  projected  and  originates  in 
the  District,  and  consummated  beyond  its  limits, 
with  a  view  of  evading  the  law  of  Congress,  which 
can  extend  no  further  than  the  limits  ot  the  Dis- 
trict, The  law,  in  his  view,  would  be  wholly  inef- 
fectual, unless  this  provision  of  the  bill  should  be 
retained.  The  law  i%  designed  to  operate  and  bear 
upon  the  criminal  acts  of  ihe  inhabitants  of  the 
District.  Is  it  then,  or  may  it  be  made,  criminal  in 
the  people  of  the  District  to  conspire  and  combine 
together  within  the  District  to  commit  a  crime  be- 
yond the  limits  of  it?  If  it  is,  ihere  can  be  no  doubt 
but  Congress  has  the  power  to  make  a  law  to  ar- 
rest the  progress  of  crime  at  any  time  after  the  first 
step  is  taken  for  the  commission  of  il,and  to  punish 
every  act  which  tends  to  its  perpetration.  If  the 
parties  who  intend  to  fight  wiihoot  the  District, 
have  that  understanding  within  it,  and  before  they 
leave  it,  is  not  this  understandins^,  then,  however  it 
may  have  been  brought  about,  the  incipient  step  to 
the  final  consummation  of  the  crime  which  is  to  be, 
and  is,  performed  or  consummated  beyond  the  li- 
mits? Most  certainly  it  is.  Sappose  two  or  more 
persons,  within  the  District,  were  to  conspire  to- 
gether to  commit  murder,  or  any  other  crime,  be- 
yond the  limits  of  the  District,  and  in  pursuance  of 
this  conspiracy,  the  murder  was  committed  by  a 
part  only  of  the  conspirators,  while  the  others  re- 
mained within  the  District,  taking  no  further  part 
in  the  act  than  to  consent  to,  and  approve  of,  the 
crime  thus  perpetrated,  could  not  they  be  punished 
for  this  offence  against  the  laws  of  the  District?  or, 
is  no  act  criminal  except  that  which  finishes  the 
crime?  Yes,  sir,  every  step,  every  act,  and  every 
motion,  tending  to  the  perpetration  of  the  crime,  is 
criminal,  and  the  offender  liable  to  punishment  for 
it  wherever  these  inchpate  acts  may  hsve  taken 
place.  He  was,  therefore,  in  favor  of  retaining 
this  provision  in  the  bill,  and,  without  it,  he  should 
consider  the  bill  worse  than  u.seless. 

Mr.  NORVELL  was  in  favor  of  the  motion  to 
strike  out.  This  was,  he  said,  strictly  a  consti'u- 
tional  question;  and  he  could  not  suppose  that  the 
authority  of  Lord  Bacon,  or  any  other  old  English 
lawyer,  who  lived  one  or  two  hundred  years  be- 
fore the  adoption  of  our  Constitution,  ought  to  have 
any  weight  upon  it.  Lord  Bacon  had  been  de- 
scribed by  one  of  the  old  English  poets  as  "the 
.  wisest,  brighlesf,  meanest  of  mankind;''  and  in  this 
point  of  view,  his  moral  character  would  not  have 
given  him  any  great  weight  in  his  own  day.  But 
to  cite  him  as  authority  on  questions  arising  under 
the  Constitution  q/  the  Uniied  States,  was  a- depart- 
ure from  that  accuracy  which  asu ally  characterized 
the  Senator  from  Vermont.  The  case  alluded  to  by 
the  Senator  from  Connecticut  to  illustrate  his  posi- 


tion on  this  bill,  showed  that  the  section  anti^er  con- 
sideration was  untenable.  He  asked  if  an  scteoa- 
ceived  here,  and  consummated  without  the  Dis- 
trict, could  be  constitutionally  punished  here— po- 
nished  where  the  act  was  not  committed,  btit  mer^ 
ly  imagined?  He  certainly  could  not  think  thai  & 
majority  of  the  Senate  oou Id  entertain  the  opinion 
that  this  section  wasconstitutional,  when  it  proposed 
the  punishment  of  an  ofiTence  imagined  within  the 
District,  but  consummated  elsewhere,  under  ano- 
ther jurisdiction.  He  could  hardly  suppose  that 
the  Senate  could  sanction  the  principle  that  Con- 
gress had  any  power  to  authorise  the  punishment 
of  the  crime  of  duelling  within  the  limits  of  Virgi- 
nia or  Maryland. 

Mr.  TALLMADGE  roM*,  at  the  request  of  the 
author  of  the  bill,  [Mr.  Prentiss]  to  cite  another 
authority  in  its  support,  wiihoutgoing  back  to  Lord 
BaooB.  The  State  of  New  York  bad,  in  1838, 
passed  a  bill  similar  to  this,  and  thougl^  the  (»n* 
stitutionality  of  it  was  questioned,  both  brandies 
of  the  Legislature  passed  it  by  large  majorities. 

Mr.PRENTISS  denied  that  there  was  any  attempt 
in  this  bill  to  punish  an  olfenoe  commiited  withont 
the  District.  It  was  an  attempt  to  punish  that 
part  of  the  offence  only  which  was  committed  here. 
It  was  competent  for  Congress  to  punish  a  conspi- 
racy here  to  commit  a  theft  or  arson  oot  of  the 
District,  and  this  was  piecisely  such  a  case.  He 
cited  Lord  Bacon  as  very  high  authority.  He  did 
not  wish  to  go  into  the  character  of  that  distin- 
guished jurist,  but  he  would  say,  that  on  all  legal 
questions,  no  higher  authority  could  be  cited. 

Mr.  WALL  said  that  the  section  aimed  to 
punish,  not  the  fighting  of  the  duel,  but  the  oonspi- 
ra^j  entered  into  for  the  purpose  of  evading  the 
punishment  intended  for  that  offence.  Can  any 
Senator  doubt  the  existence  of  a  power  in  Congreo 
to  punish  a  conspiracy  within  the  ten  mile  Kjoare 
to  do  any  unlawful- act  out  of  it?  He  woulJ  vk 
gentlemen  who  raise  the  constitutional  doubt,  to 
suppose  that  a  conspiracy  was  entered  into  in  this 
District  to  seduce  away  the  property  of  persons  in 
the  neighborhood,  or  to  excite  slaves  to  escape 
from  their  masters,  or  to  commit  larceny  in  the 
adjoining  States:  would  it  not  be  competent  (be 
would  not  say  wise)  for  Congress  to  punish  the 
persons  engaged  in  such  conspiracy?  Can  Con- 
gress,not  punish  a  conspiracy  in  the  District  to 
commit  a  crime  without  the  District?  Theonljr 
difficulty  arises  from  the  confounding  of  terms  and 
the  object  of  this  section — confounding  the  conspi- 
racy to  (ight  a  duel  with  the  fighting  of  the  duel 
itself.  He  thought  there  was  no  necessity  of  re- 
verting to  ancient  authorities;  it  was  merely  a  ques- 
tion of  policy.  He  could  not  perceive  the  slightest 
ground  on  which  to  raise  a  doubt  of  the  consiita* 
tional  power  of  Congress  to  declare  the  criminality 
of  the  act  intended  to  be  punished,  and  to  punish  it 
as  provided  in  the  section  in  question. 

Mr.  NILES  contended  that  the  bill  was  intended 
not  to  punish  an  offence  committed  out  of  the  Dis- 
trict, but  to  punish  the  incipiency  of  the  offence 
here.  It  was  not  to  punii»h  the  offence  out  of  the 
District,  but  the  act  connected  with  it,  and  which 
led  to  it.  Whether  it  was  just  or  reasonable  to  do 
so  was  not  the  question;  but  there  was  no  dpubt  of 
the  right  of  Congress  to  punish  such  an  offence. 
The  act  proposed  to  be  punished,  wa^,  as  had  been 
well  observed  by  the  Senator  from  New  Jersey,  a 
conspiracy  or  combination  to  do  an  unlawful  act* 
Now  was  not  a  conspiracy  to  do  an  unlawful  «ct» 
in  itself  a  crime,  and  was  it  not  competent  for  Coii- 
gress  to  punish.  The  act  proposed  to  be  punished  is 
a  crime — ^it  is  committed  in  our  limits,  and  by  per- 
sons subject  to  our  jurisdiction. 

Mr.  CLAY  of  Alabama  said  it  would  be  lime 
enough  to  decide  the  question  whether  we  can  ptm- 
ish  a  conspiracy  t>  commit  an  offence  elsewhere, 
when  that  question  was  fairly  prej«ented  to  the 
Senate;  but  he  denied  that  that  qur slion  was  then 
before,  them.  Mr.  C.  read  ihe  section  he  objected 
to,  and  said  that  it  was  plain  that  the  intention 
must  not  only  be  enteruined  here,  but  that  the 
act  must  be  consummated  beyond  the  District. 
Now  it  was  not  pretended  that  a  conspiracy,  or 
agreement  to  commit  an  offence,  was  to  be  pan- 
ished  under  this  bill;  but  certain  acts  most  Dp 
done  elaewhere,  before  the  punishment  will  appl/i 
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If  we  pass  this  law  in  its  present  lAap^  an  in- 
dtTklaal  majr  be  poaished  here  for  ao  offence  for 
vhidli  be  maj  be  punished  bf  the  courts  of  Virgi« 
w  aad  Maryland.  As  regardR  t)ie  intimation  of 
ihe  Seoalor  from  Near  Jenry,  [Mr.  Wall,)  whe- 
tlKf  a  oeftaitt  offence  cited  by  him  can  be  punished 
ander  an  act  of  Congress,  he  woald  say  that  he  had 
aod'>iibt  of  it.  If,  by  publications  or  any  other 
meins  there  shoaid  be  a  seduction  of  the  property 
beloQciof  u>  individuals  in  ths  adjoining  Slates,  or 
if  they  shoaid  be  excited  to  commit  crime,  then  it 
wrald  be  within  the,  competency  of  Congress  to 
ponish  it,  either  under  the  Constitution  or  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  principles  of  international  law. 
He  was  not  disposed  to  occupy  the  time  of  the  Se* 
nnie,  and  would  barely  observe  that  this  was  pre- 
sented at  the  last  .session,  when  this  objectionable 
SRiion  was  stricken  out.  He  hoped  the  same 
amendment  would  be  made  now. 

Mr  SOUTHARD  opposed  the  motion  to  strike 
oat  the  fourth  section.  This  section  provides  for 
tbe  pnnishmeni  of  a  conspiracy  for  the  purpose  of 
evading  the  penalties  indicted  by  the  act.  The 
biii  provides,  in  the  first  place,  for  the  punishment 
of  a  crime,  and  then  provides  for  the  punishment 
bf  acts  intended  to  evade  the  provisions  of  the  law. 
Tlie  intention  is  to  punish  the  previous  arrange- 
meat  or  concert  in  the  District  to  perpetrate  the 
ehme,  which  is  aflrrwaris  consummated  without 
llie  iimil<  of  th«  District.  He  had  no  doubt  what- 
ever of  (be  power  of  Couf^ress  to  punish  this  con- 
spiracy as  it  would  a  conspiracy  te  perpetrate  any 
other  criminal  act.  Mr.  S.  contended  that  the  re- 
maioder  of  the  bill  was  a  dead  letter,  if  this  section 
VSK  stricken  out,  on  account  of  the  great  facilities 
tkai  existed  to  evade  iu  He  hoped,  if  we  passed 
die  bill  at  all,  it  wonUt  be  passed  with  this  provi- 
aon  retained  in  it. 

Afler  some  remarks  from  Mr.  MORRIS, 

The  qaestinn  was.taken  on  Mr.  Clat^  motion, 
and  it  WX5  rejected — ^yeas  11,  nays  31,  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Allen,  Brosrn,  Clay  of  Ala- 
bama, Cnihbert,  King,  Nicholas,  Norvell,  Pres^ 
ttB,  Roane,  Spence,  and  White — 11. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Buchanan,  Clay  of  Kentucky, 
Davis,  Foster,  Fulton,  Hubbard,  Knight,  Linn, 
Lnmpkin,  McKean,  Merrick,  Morris,  Mouton, 
Niles,  Pierce,  Pentiss,  Robbint,  Robinson,  Ruggles, 
Smith  of  Connecticut,  Smith  of  Indiana,  southard, 
Straagp,  Swift,  Tallmadge,  Tipton,  Walker,  Wall, 
Williams  of  Maine,  Wright,  and  Yonng^Sl. 

The  bill  was  th?n  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading. 

The  bill  from  the  House  to  reorganize  the  Dis- 
trict Court  of  the  United  Stales,  for  the  district  of 
Alabama,  was  read  twice,  and  referred. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WALL,  the  bill  to  abolish 
ioprisonment  fvr  debt  in  certain  cases  was  taken 
up,  and  considered  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
and  ordeicd  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

llie  following  bills  were  severally  read  the  third 
tjaeand  passed: 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Loomis  and  Qay: 

The  bill  to  prevent  the  counterfeiting  of  foreign 
gold,  silver,  and  copper  coins,  and  for  the  punt&h- 
ment  thereof. 

The  joint  resolution  providing  fcr  the  purchase 
of  the  island  at  the  confluence  of  the  St.  Peters . 
and  Mississippi  rivers;  and 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Qad  Hompbreys. 

Oa  motion  by  Mr.  CRITTENDEN,  the  Senate 
took  up  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Pierre  Menard  and 
ethccs. 

Air.  KING,  a Aer  some  remarks,  moved  to  strike 
out  the  oroviston  for  the  payment  of  interest. 

Ob. this  question  a  debate  ensued,  in  which 
Me«n.  CRITTENDEN,  PRESTON,  NILES, 
CLAY  of  Kentucky,  YOUNG,  and  ROBINSON 
partieipanrd;  aHer  which  the  motion  to  strike  out 
was  negatived,  and  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  en* 
gro»i--e*l  for  a  third  reading. 

The  Senate  then  wem  into  the  consideration  of 
Sxecoiive  business. 

After  which  it  adjourned. 

HOUSE  OP  REPRESENTATIVES, 
TuK<DAj,  January  22, 1839. 
As  soon  as  the  journal  was  read^- 
Mr*  HAYNES  rose  and  renewed  his  reqneit  to 


be  allowed  to  move  that  the  Hoase  go  into  oom- 
mittee  on  the  Presidents  Message. 

Mr.  HOWARD  said  he-was  sorry,  but  he  was 
compelled  to  object. 

Mr.  HATNES  then  moved  a  suspension  of  the 
rules.  He 'would  ask  leave  to  move  to  discharge 
the  committee,  and  bring  the  Message  into  the 
House;  but  he  wished  to  make  some  remarks  him- 
self in  committee,  and  so  did  other  gentlemen,  and 
all  he  wanted  was  fair  play. 

Mr.  HOWARD  said  he  should  take  the  first  op- 
portunity of  testing  the  sense  of  the  House,  whe- 
ther it  would  act  on  the  bill  providing  tor  the  pay- 
ment of  French  spoliations  before  1800;  and  with 
that  view  he  inqnired  of  the  Chair  if  Mr.  Hatnes's 
motiob  cnuid  be  now  amended  or  divided?^ 

The  CHAIR  replied  in  the  negative,  but  added 
that  if  the  rules  were  suspended,  then  the  motion 
would  be  susceptible  of  amendment. 

At  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  CAMBRELENG, 

Mr.  HAYNBS  then  varied  his  motion,  by  mov- 
ing to  discharge  the  committee  from  the  Message. 

Mr.  DROMGOOLE  said  he  must  object  to  that 
motion. 

Mr.  HAYNES  said  it  seemed  to  be  a  very  diffi- 
cult matter  to  concur  with  the  wishes  of  any  gentle- 
man; and,  therefore,  he  renewed  his  original  motion 
to  go  into  coHunittee. 

The  motion  was  disacireed  to. 

On  his  motion,  Mr.  HOPKINS  was  discharged 
from  further  attendance  on  the  select  committee  on 
the  memorial  of  Francis  P^  Blair,  he  being  on  the 
committee  on  the  New  York  defalcations: 

The  resolution  reported  by  Mr.CLOWNEY,  from 
the  Committee  on  the  ErpendiUres  in  the  War  De 
partment,  directing  the  Secretary  of  War  to  call  up- 
on Samuel  Lewis  for  the  repayment  of  ^00  paid 
to  him  for  the  services  of  his  son,  a  minor,  was 
further  postponed,  on  motion  of  Mr.  McKENNAN,- 
on  account  of  the  absence  of  Mr.  C.  until  Thurs- 
day next. 

Petitians  wore,  on  leave,  presented  by  Messrs. 
CARTER,  LEGARE  and  SAWYER. 

Mr.  RUSSELL,  from  the  Co  mm  it  tee  on  Claims, 
reportetl  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Ebenezer  A.  Lester. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL  of  Tennessee,  from  the  same 
committee,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Joseph 
Jackson. 

Mr.  CASEY,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Public 
Lands,  reported,  without  amendment,  the  Senate 
bill  authorizing  the  President  of  the  United  Stales 
to  cause  the  mineral  lands  of  the  several  States  and 
Territories  belonging  to  the  United  States  to  be  sold 
as  other  lands  of  the  United  States. 

Also,  with  an  amendment,  the  Senate  bill  for  Ihe 
relief  of  sundry  citizens  of  Arkansas  who  lost  their 
improvements  in  consequence  of  the  Choctaw 
treaty. 

Mr.  C.  also  reported  a  hill  to  grant  to  the  Coun- 
ties of  Lee,  Des  Moines,  Jackson,  and  Dubuqne, 
Iowa,  land  to  aid  in  erecting  public  buiMings. 

Mr.  BOULDIN,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  moved  to  set  apart  the  13th  of 
February,  to  be  assigned  for  the  consideration  of 
bills  on  the  District  of  Columbia;  which  was  agreed 
to  by  a  vote  of  two-thirds. 

Mr.  BEIRNE,  from  the  same  committee,  re- 
ported a  bill  to  incorporate  the  Washington  City 
Benevolent  Society. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS,  from  the  same  committee,  re- 
ported a  bill  to  incorporate  the  Navy  Yard  Benefi- 
cial Society,  in  the  city  of  Washington. 

Also  a  biU  to  incorporate  the  Lafayette  Benefi- 
cial Society  in  the  city  of  Washington. 

Mr.  MARTIN,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Ju- 
diciary, brought  in  again  the  bill  to  reorganize  the 
district  courts  of  the  United  States  in  the  State  of 
Alabama,  with  sundry  amendments,  which  were  all 
concurred  in,  and  the  bill  read  a  third  time,  and 
pa>se<t. 

Mr.  TIARLAN,  from  the  Commitiec  on  Private 
Lund  Claims,  reported  a  joint  resolution  authoriz- 
ing the  Secretary  of  War  to  issue  a  duplicate  land 
warrant  to  Abraham  Wright,  of  New  York;  which 
was  nnlerfd  to  a  third  rraiiing. 

Mr.  RARIDBN,  from  the  sam^  committee,  re- 
ported«  without  amrndmenr,  Senate  bill  to  confirm 
the  sale  of  certain  reservations  in  Indiana;  and  the 
bill  was  passed. 


Mr.  BRONSON,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Territories,  reported  a  bill  to  authorize  the  elec* 
tion  or  appointment  of  certain  olBcefs  hi  the  Ter- 
ritory of  Iowa,  and  for  other  purposes. 

Also,  a  hill  to  amend  the  act  establishing  the 
Territorial  Government  of  Wisconsin. 

Mr.  CHILDS,  from  the  Committee  on  Revolu- 
tionary Pensions,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Elijah  Foshee. 

Mr.  MENEFEE,  from  the  Committee  on  Pa- 
tents, reported,  with  an  amendment.  Senate  bill  to 
renew  the  patent  of  Thomas  Blanchard.  The 
amendment  was  concurred  in,  and  (he  bill  ordered 
to  a  third  reading. 

Mr.  MERCER,  from  the  Committee  on  Roads 
and  Canals,  reported  a  bill  to  authorize  the  con- 
struction of  a  road  from  Dubuque,  in  the  Territory 
of  Iowa,  to  the  northern  part  of  the  State  of  Mis- 
souri, and  fur  other  purposes. 

Also,  with  an  amendment,  the  bill  (which  had 
been  recommitted)  givmg  the  assent  of  Congress  to 
the  act  of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of 
Virginia,  incoiporating  the  Falmouth  and  Alexan- 
dria Railroad  Company,  (the  amendment  prohibit- 
ed th«  construction  of  the  road  in  the  cities  of 
Washington  and  Georgetown  till  the  survey  or  plan 
was  approved  by  the  corporate  authorities  of  those 
cities.) 

The  amendment  was  concurred  in,  and  the  bill 
ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time  to-morrow. 
.  Mr.  Gl  DDINGS,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
made  unfavorable  reports  upon  the  petitions  and 
memorials  of  William  C.  Miller,  BenjamiuSayer, 
and  T.  D.  Peurifeys:  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  CHAMBERS,  from  the  same  committee, 
made  favorable  reports  on  the  petitions  of  Abra- 
ham Forbes  and  Richard  Bran  n in,  and  others. 

Mr.  STUART,  froM  the  same  committee,  made 
an  unfavorable  report  on  the  petition  of  Gilbert 
Howell. 

Mr.  SALTONSTALL,  from  the  same  commit- 
tee, made  an  unfavorable  report  on  the  petition  of 
Henry  Pierson^ 

Mr.  DE  GRAFF,  from  the  CommiUee  on  Com- 
merce, made  an  unfavorable  report  on  the  petition 
of  David  Griffin. 

Mr.  CHEATHAM,  from  the  Committee  on 
Private  Land  Claims,  made  an  unfavorable  report 
on  the  petition  of  Marcus  SpaMing. 

Mr.  GRAHAM,  from  the  Committee  on  Indian 
Affairs,  made  an  unfavorable  report  on  the  petition 
of  James  White. 

Mr.  McKAY,  from  the  Committee  on  Military 
Aflfairs,  made  an  unfavorable  report  on  the  petition 
of  George  Baldwin;  also  on  the  memorial  of  cer- 
tain citizens  of  Wisconsin,  praying  Congress  to 
furnish  that  Territory  with  arms. 

Mr.  MORGAN,  from  the  Committee  on  Revo- 
lutionary Pensions,  m^e  unfavorable  reports  on 
the  petitions  of  Zalmon  Bamett  and  Isaac  Moss. 

Mr.  JOHNSON  of  Virginia,  from  the  same 
committee,  made  an  unfavorable  report  on  the  pe- 
tition of  John  Porter. 

Mr.  CHILDS,  from  the  same  commiiiee,  made 
unflivorable  reports  on  the  petitions  of  Lydia 
Steele,  Wm.  Kerr,  John  McLain,  and  John  W. 
GK)dbold. 

Mr.  WHITTLESEY,  from  the  same  committee, 
made  unfavorable  reports  on  ihe  petittons  of  Gko. 
Rawlings,  Benjamin  Eaton,  Amos  Cooke,  Alex- 
ander Downing,  heirs  of  David  Bradish,  and  the 
heirs  of  John  Sprigg. 

Mr.  EWING,  from  ihe  same  committee,  made 
aa  unfavorable  report  on  the  petition  of  Elizabeth 
Gassaway. 

Mr.  MITCHELL,  from  the  CommiUee  on  In- 
valid Pensions,  made  unfavorable  reports  en  the 
petitions  of  Joseph  Rose,  James  Smallwood  and 
John  Packham. 

Mr.  HEROD,  from  the  same  committee,  made 
unfavorable  reports  oa  the  petitions  of  Leonard 
Joines,  Wm.  Steele,  John  Hi Iberts,  J uhn  Thomp- 
son, Oriss'CatI  and  Jacob  Headerich. 

Mr.  PLUMER,  from  the  same  committee,  made 
unfavorable  reports  on  the  petitions  of  Mrs.  Addi- 
son, widow  of  Wm.  A.  Addison,  Wm.  Wingfield, 
Thomas  Fiatiagan,  Nimrod  Sparks  and  John 
Frcger. 

Mr*  ALLEN,  from  the  same  committee,  mad« 
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an  unfavorable  report  on  the  petition  of  Daniel 
Keifer. 

Mr.  LINCOLN,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Buildings  and  Qroands,  reported  a  bill  making 
appropriations  for  certain  repairs  and  improve- 
ments in  the  public  buildings  and  grounds,  and  for 
other  purposes. 

Mr.  EVERETT,  on  leave,  submitted  the  follow- 
ing resolution,  which  lies  ovet  one  day  under  the 
rule: 

Retolved^  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be  directed 
to  lay  before  thi^  House  copies  of  the  instructions 
given  for  negotiating  the  treaties  with  the  Potta- 
watamie  Indians  of  the  30ih,  26ih,  and  27th  Octo- 
ber, 1839;  and  of  all  the  correspondence  of  or  with 
the  Department  before  and  after  those  dales,  re- 
lating to  the  negotiations  of  said  treaties,  or  to  the 
.execution  before  the  ratification  of  the  same;  and, 
also,  copies  of  ail  the  bills  of  purchase  of  all  goods, 
merchandise,  and  horses,  delivered  to  said  Indians 
or  other  persons,  during  the  said  negotiations,  or  at 
ihe  time  ef  signing  said  treaties,  for  any  purpose, 
or  subsequently  delivered,  in  execution  of  the 
same;  together  with  a  statement  of  the  expense  of 
negotiating  said  treaties,  with  the  names  of  the  per- 
sons to  whom  paid,  and  the  sum  paid  to  each. 

The  CHAIR  announced  the  orders  ef  the  day, 
and  laid  before  the  House  the  following  Executive 
communications,  which  were  appropriately  refer- 
red: 

1.  The  folloidbg  Message  from  the  President  of 
the  United  States: 

Washinoton,  January  18,  1839. 

In  addition  to  the  information  contained  in  a  re- 
port from  the  Secretary  of  State,  communicated 
with  my  message  of  the  30th  of  April,  1838, 1  trans- 
mit to  the  House  of  Representatives  a  report  from 
the  Secretary  of  War,  dated  the  1 6th  insunt,  in 
answer  to  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  the  19ih  of 
March  last,  and  containing  so  much  of  the  informa- 
tion called  for  by  said  resolution,  as  could  be  fur- 
nished by  his  Department. 

(Signed)  M.  VAN  BUBEN. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  HOWARD,  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Foreigii  Affairs. 

2.  Also,  a  communication  from  the  Secretary  of 
^the  Navy,  in  answer  to  a  resolution  of  the  Hobse 

of  the  14th  instant,  calling  for  750  copies  of  the 
chart  of  Newark  bay,  and  of  the  sandbars  in  the 
vicinity  of  said  bay. 

3.  Also,  a  communication  from  the  Secretary  of 
War,  in  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  House 
of  Representatives  of  the  14th  instant,  relative  to 
the  pursuit,  capture,  and  execution  of  certain  re- 
puted Indian  refugees  and  murderers  within  the 
limits  of  «ne  of  the  States. 

4.  Also,  a  communication  from  the  Secretary  of 
the  Navy,  transmitting  a  statement  of  the  contracts 
made  by  the  Commissionei^  of  the  Navy  during 
the  year  1838,  prepared  in  compliance  with  an  act 
of  Congress. 

Sundry  bills  from  the  Senate  were  taken  up,  read 
twice,  and  referred. 

The  graduation  bill  being  taken  up, 

Mr.  CASEY  moved  to  refer  it  to  the  standing 
Committee  on  the  Public  Land^. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS  of  North  Carolina  moved  to 
refer  it  to  the  select  committee  of  twenty-six  on 
the  public  lands,  and  asked  the  yeas  and  nays; 
which  were  ordered. 

Mr.  MENEFEE  made  a  few  remarks  in  favor 
uf  sending  the  bill  to  the  select  committee  of  26,  as 
propo-sed  by  Mr.  Williams. 

Mr.  CASEY  said  he  had  not  been  able  to  hear 
all  the  remarks  of  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky, 
(Mr.  McNEFCE,]  but  from  the  whole  tenor  of  the 
debate,  it  was  obvious  that  the  object  of  the  mo- 
tion to  refer  ihis  bill  to  the  select  committee,  was 
to  defeat  the  passage  of  the  bill  at  this  session. 
This,  said  Mr.  C.  was  a  measure  of  deep  interest 
ic  the  new  States,  and,  indeed «  to  the  nbole 
Western  country.  It  was  a  subject  that .  legiti- 
mately belonged  to  the  Committee  en  the  Public 
Lands,  one  that  had  heretofore  received  the  atten- 
tion of  that  committee,  anfd  if  it  was  the  iat«*niioo 
of  the  House  to  act  on  the  subject  at  this  session,  it 
should  go  to  that  committee. 

As  to  the  select  committee  raised  on  the  special 
vefisage  of  the  Commissioiier  of  the  General  Land 


once,  in  answer  to  the  resolution  of  this  House, 
in  relation  to  the  division  of  the  public  lands  among 
the  old  States  of  the  Union,  he  thought,  with  all  due 
deference  to  that  committee,  that  if  they  wonl  I  at- 
tend to  the  arduous  duties  devolving  on  them,  they 
would  hav^  enough  to  do.  He  repeated  he  was  in 
favor  of  the  bill,  and  should  therefore  insist  on  his 
motion  to  refer  it  to  the  Committee  on  the  Public 
Lands. 

The  first  motion  was  further  advocated,  by 
Messn.  SHIELDS,  HAYNE8,  PARKER,  BOON 
and  MARTIN,and  opposed  by  Messrs.  MENE- 
FEE, Robertson;  and  Williams  of  North 

Carolina;  when 

Mr.  HOWARD  demanded  the  previous  ques- 
tion, but  withdrew  it  at  the  request  of  Mr.  W.  C. 
JOHNSON,  who,  after  a  few  words  in  behalf  of 
the  motion  of  Mr.  Williams,  renewed  it. 

In  answer  to  Mr.  EVERETT,  the  Cbair  stated 
that  the  main  question  would  be  o:^  the  engross- 
ment of  the  bill,  whereupon  Mr.  JOHNSON  with- 
drew the  demand  for  the  previous  question,  and 
the  question  of  refeience  was  further  debated  in 
opposition  to  the  first  motion  by  Mr.  LINCOLN, 
and  in  support  by  Messrs.  EWING,  CUSHING, 
and  SHIELDS. 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY  was  opposed  to  referring 
the  bill  to  either  committee,  though  if  it  went  to 
either,  it  should  be  to  that  of  twenty-six.  He  was 
also  opposed  to  discussing  the  reference  of  a  bill, 
which,  in  bis  opinion,  ought  never  to  pass,  and 
therefore,  in  order  to  test  tlie  question  on  its  passage, 
he  moved  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  tabic,  and  demand- 
ed the  yeas  and  nays;  which  were  ordered. 

Mr.  BOON  moved  a  call  of  the  House,  which 
was  ordered,  and  proceeded  in  till  one  hundred 
and  fifty-seven  members  had  answered  to  their 
names,  when  the  absentee.i  were  called,  and  seve- 
ral having  answered,  one  hundred  and  seventy-une 
were  found  to  be  present;  when 

Mr.  MURRAY  raovffd  to  dispense  with  the 
the  further  proceedings  of  the  call;  but  the  motion 
was  disagreed  to. 

The  doors  were  then  closed,  and  the  absentees 
again  called  over,  when  excuses  were  rendered  for 
several  of  the  members,  when  Mr.  THOMPSON 
made  another  inefifectnal  motion  to  dispense  with 
the  call. 

Mr.  T.  then  moved  the  enforcement  of  the  ba- 
lance of  the  57th  rule,  to  send  special  messengers 
for  the  absentees  not  excused,  and  take  them  in 
custody. 

Mr.  CASEY  notified  the  Hou«e  that  there  were 
a  number  of  members  in  attendance  oatside  the 
hall,  and  he  moved  that  the  doors  be  opened  for 
their  admission.    Lost. 

Mr.  QRENNELL  suggested  that  the  Cniia 
send  messengers  to  the  absentees  to  request  their 
attendance,  but  it  was  objected  to. 

The  question  on  executing  the  57th  rule  was 
then  decided  in  the  negative-^ayes  65,  noes  69. 

Mr.  SIBLEY  then  moved  to  dispense  with  the 
call.  '      . 

Mr.  THOMPSON  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays; 
bat  they  were  refused. 

The  call  was  then  dispensed  with — ayes  80,  noes 
not  counted. 

.  The  doors  were  then  opened,  and  a  number  of 
members  came  in.  . 

Mr.  SAWYER  moved  that  the  House  adjourn. 

Mr.  RICE  GARLAND  demanded  the  yeas  and 
nays,  and  they  being  ordered, 

Mr.  SAWYER  withdrew  his  motion. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  laying  the  gra- 
duation bill  on  the  table,  and  decided  in  the  affirma- 
tive— yeas  102,  nays  97,  as  follows: 

YEAS — ^Messrs.  Adams,  Alexander,  Heman 
Allen,  John  W.  Allen,  Anderson,  Aycrigg,  Banks, 
Borden,  Buchanan,  William  B.  Calhoun,  John 
Ca-hoon,  John  Campbell,  Chambers,  Cbilds, 
Coffin,  Coles,  Corwin,  Cranston,  Darlington, 
Dave*,  Davies,  Deberr}',  Evans,  Everett,  R. 
Fletcher,  Fillmore,  James  Garland,  Giddings,  Jas. 
Graham,  Grantiand,  Graves,  Grennell,  Griffin, 
Haley,  Hall,  Harper,  Ha^^tings,  Hawes,  Hawkins, 
Henry,  Hoffman,  Hopkins,  Robert  M.  T.  Hunter, 
Jabez  Jackson,'  Jenifer,  William  Co^t  Johnson, 
Kennedy,  Legare,  Lincoln,  Mallory,  Marvin,  Jas. 
M.  Ma»on,  Samson  Mason,  Maxwell,  McKennan, 


Menefee,  Mercer,  Milligan,  Mitchell,  Moatgooifliy 
Mathias  Morris,  Calvary  Morris,  Nayk)r,  No|c^ 
Ogle,  Parris,  Pearce,  Peck,  Petrikin,  Pickens,  Pope, 
Potts,  Potter,  Putnam,  Reed,  Rencher,  Ridgvay, 
John  Robertson,  Edward  Robtnsoa,  Ramsey,  Roi. 
sell,  Saltonstall,  Sawyer,  Sergeant,  Augustine  H. 
Shepperd,  Charges  Shepard,  Sibley,  Slade,  Sontlh 
gate,  Stanly,  Straiten,  Taliaferro,  Thompson,  Til- 
linghast,  Titus,  Toland,  Underwood,  Jehn  Whiit, 
Lewis  Williams,  Worthington,  and  York^.-10S. 

NAYS — Messr^i.  Andrews,  Atherton,  Beaitj, 
Beers,  Beirne,  Bell,Bicknell,  Biddie,Binkall,Boott, 
Bnuldin,  Brodhead,  Bronson,  Cambreleng,Qianey, 
W.  B.  Campbell,  Carter,  Casey,  Chapman,  Chea- 
tham, CleTeland,  Crabb,Crary,  Crockett,  Cnahini, 
Cnshman,  De  Graff,  Dromgoole,  Duncan,  Dooa, 
Edwards,  Ewing,  Farrington,  Fry,  Gallop,  Rki 
Garland,  Groode,  William  Graham,  Gray,  Hamer, 
Haynes,  Herod,  Howard,  William  H.  HoDtv, 
Ingham,  Thomas  B.  Jackson,  Henry  Johnmo,  Jo- 
seph Johnson,  Nathaniel  Jones,  Keim,  Kembte, 
Klin^nsmith,  Leadbettcr,  Lewis,  Logan,  Loomii, 
Lyon,  Martin,  Maury,  May,  McKay,  Robert 
McClellan,  Abraham  McCtellan,  Miller,  Moore^ 
Morgan,  Murray,  Noble,  Parker,  Phelps,  Plonier, 
Pratt,  John  H.  Prentiss,  Sergeant  S.  PrentiB, 
Rariden,  RiVes,  Sbeffer,  Shields,  Shepior,  Saydo^ 
Spencer,  Stuart,  Stone,  Swearingrn,  Taylor, 
Thomas,  Towns,  Tbrney,  Vail,  Vanderrecr, 
Webster,  Albert  S.  White,  Whittlesey,  Shcmd 
Williams,  Jared  W.  Williams,  Jos.  L.  Williaw, 
Christopher  H.  Williams,  and  Yell — 97. 

So  the  bill  was  laid  on  the  table. 
I       [Before  the  vote  was  announced,  Mr.  Word  of 
Mississippi  asked    leave  to  record   his   vote,  1» 
having  left  the  hall  and  did  not  return  in  time;  bat 
it  was  objected  to.) 

The  next  bill  taken  up  was  the  bill  from  the  Se- 
nate making  appropriations  for  the  continuation  ef 
the  Cumberland  Road  in  the  States  of  Ohio,  India* 
na,  and  Illinois.' 

Mr.  COLES  moved  to  lay  this  bill,  also,  oa  th» 
table;  on  which  motion, 

Mr.  CASEY  demanded  the  yeas  and  nay*;  bat^ 
before  th^y  were  ordered, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  MALLORY, 

The  House  adjourned. 

IN  SENATE, 
Wednesimt,  January  23,  1839. 

Mr.  YOUNG  presented  resolutions  of  the  Legin 
lature  of  Illinois,  instructing  their  Senators,  and  n- 
questing  their  representatives  in  Congress  to  osa 
their  best  exertions  to  procure  the  passage  of  a  Inw 
making  appropriations  suCBcient  to  put  all  the  on* 
snrveyed  lands  of  the  State  under  immediate  ooa> 
tract;  and. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Y.  the  resolutions  were  laid 
on  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  ROANE,  from  the  Committee  on  Ihe  Dis* 
trict  of  Columbia,  reported  a  bill  to  incorporaie  lbs 
Washington  Manual  Labor  School  and  Mak  0^ 
phan  Asylum  of  the  city  of  Washington,  and  a  bill 
to  incorporate  the  Wa^diingtoa  city  Silk  Compiny; 
which  were  severally  read,  and  ordered  to  a  second 
reading. 

Mr.  ROBINSON,  from  the  Committee  on  thi 
Post  Office  and  Post  Roads,  to  which  was  refentd 
the  petition  of  the  Pelersburgh  Railroad  Company* 
mevcd  that  the  committee  be  discharged  from  the 
farther  consideration  thereof;  which  motion  van 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  NORVELL,  in  pursuance  of  notice  given, 
obtained  leave,  and  introduced  a  bill  making  granli 
of  public  lands  to  certain  States  for  purposes  of  in* 
(ernal  improvemen';  which  was  read  twice,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Laufls. 

Mr.  FULTON,  in  pursuance  of  notice  givcBi 
obtained  leave,  and  introduced  a  bill  in  relatioa  tn 
certain  railways  in  the  State  of  Arkansas;  wUeh 
was  read  twice,  and  referred. 

Mr.  PIERCE  presented  the  petition  of  Levi  Fol*: 
som;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  ?w^ 
sions. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  PRENTISS,  the  Committer 
on  Pensions  was  discharged  from  the  farther  costt* 
deration  of  the  petition  of  William  Warden. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  HUBBARD,  the  Camnuttet' 
on  Claims  wasdi^eharged  from  the  farther  conude* 
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of  th€  petitioa  aad  papers  of  Marshall  A. 


Mr.  BENTON,  from  the  Cotnmiiice  oa  Military 
iffiurs,  10  which  bad  been  referred  (he  lesolatiea 
fireetiag  an  inqntry  into  the  expediency  of  makini; 
eovpensation  to  Robert  Kirkland  for  the  destruc- 
tioa  of  his  tinber  and  stock,  moved  that  the  com- 
■iitec  be  discharged  from  the  further  consideration 
tkreof;  which  motion  was  agreed  to,  and  the 
ptiiCioiKr  had  Jeave  to  withdraw  his  petition  and 

PMW*  

Mr.  BENTON,  from  the  same  commiiiee,  re« 
wrtfld  a  bill  provididg  compensation  to  certain 
MiehtsaB  Tolanteen?,  lately  called  into  the  service 
topicsenreoar  neutral  relations  on  the  frontiersj 
which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  NORVELL  preffented  certain  additional 
npers  in  support  o/"  the  claim  of  General  Nelson 
Worapsoo',  which  were  referred  to  the  Committee 
OB  Revolotionary  Claims. 

Mr.  AI.LBN  presented  the  petition  of  William 
Tnef^  a  soldier  of  the  late  war;  which  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Pensions. 

The  following  resolutions,  submitted  a  few  days 
9ffi  by  Mr.  LiKH,  in  relation  to  certain  banks  of 
Wisoonsio,  were  taken  up: 

Biadvtti,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be 
fifwlfd  to  communicate  to  the  Senate  any  vnforma- 
tioQ  he  ra«y  possess  in  relation  to  the  bank.*:,  or  in- 
tfitatioas  exerei^ing  banking  privileges,  in  iheTer- 
mwyof  WisoonsiD;  whether  they  are  eierci.'^ing 
jseh  privileges  in  pnn^uance  or  in  violation  of  the 
Iws  of  the  United  States;  and  whether  their  notes 
are  received  in  payment  for  the  public  lands. 

Mtwahed^  That  the  Committee  on  Finance  be  in- 
tfioeted  to  report  a  bill  to  dutafiirm,  di'«approve, 
lid  render  null  and  void  any  act  uf  the  Territorial 
LegD^atore,  creating  banking  institutions  in  Wis- 
«Qi4a  Tenitory,  where  charters  have  not  been  ap- 
proved by  Congress,  or  where  the  provisions  of 
their  charters,  or  the  acts  of  Congress  approving 
them,  have  been  violated. 

Mttohedj  lliat  the  committee  also  report  a  bill  to 
give  JQrisdiction  to  the  courts  of  the  Territories  of 
the  United  States  over  all  the  banking  institutions 
in  said  Territories,  and  to  provide  punishments  for 
the  violation  of  the  act  of  Congress  of  the  1st  July, 
1836,  or  of  any  other  act  that  has  been  or  may  here- 
after be  passed,  approving  bank  charters. 

Mr.  NORVEEjL  had  very  strong  doubts  of  the 
power  of  Congress  to  annul  bank  charters  a!r(»ady 
appfrovcd.  At  all  events,  he  thought  the  resolution 
should  Ik  put  in  the  shape  of  an  inquiry. 

Mr.  LINN  said  the  resolutions  were  intended 
as  an  inquiry. 

Mr.  KING  observed  that  the  resolution  directed 
the  eommittee  to  report  a  bill,  dkc.  and  he  would 
snggeft  to  his  honorable  friend  to  modify  it  so  as 
fr  direct  the  committee  to  inquire  into  the  expedi- 
eaey  of  reporting  a  bill. 

Mr.  LINN  assented,  and  the  resolniioo  was  modi- 
fied aoeordhi^ly. 

Mr.  ALLEN  observed  that  the  resolution  in- 
eluded  only  one  Territory,  lit  would  suggest  to 
the  Senator  from  Missouri  to  modify  it  so  as  to  in- 
clude all  the  T«rritories. 

This  flMdifieaiion  was  agreed  to,  and  the  resolution 
w«s  adopisd. 

Mr.  CLAY  of  Alabama,  presented  certain  pa- 
in  Rlation  to  a  claim  of  Abel  Pennington, 
ied   by  the  following  resolution;  which 
WW  considered  and  agreed  to: 

AeaolMd,  That  the  Committee  on  Claims  be  in- 
ilwcicd  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  making 
pnyjBcnt  to  Abel  Pennington,  for  a  horse  employed 
ulbe  service  of  the  United  States,  which  wai 
kSled  by  order  of  the  commanding  officer. 

Mr.  WHfTBsubmitted  the  following  resolution, 
liiMi  was  considered  and  agreed  to: 

JteoiMd,  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be,  and  he 
htnhy  18,  required  to  report  to  the  Senate  the  name 
oCtaeb  individital,  other  than  officers  of  (he  army, 
vho.bn^ received  any  appointment  or  agency,  un- 
ler  the  authority  of  >he  United  States,  to  aid  in 
BMnrlog  into  effect  the  provisions  of  the  treaty 
wMk  the  Cherokee  Indians,  dated  29ih  December, 
IfilS.  with,  the  duty  he  was  directed  and  expected 
o  perform,  and  the  t^um  promised  or  paid  to 
Ml*  MmA  by  whom  such  appointments  were  made. 


neiohed,  That  the  Secreury  of  War  be,  and  he 
hereby  is,  required  to  report  to  the  Senate  what 
species  of  funds  were  furnished  by  the  United 
States  to  their  agents,  to  carry  into  effect  the  provi- 
sions of  the  treaty  with  the  Cherokee  Indians, 
dated  39ih  December,  1635,  and  if  funds  of  differ- 
'ent  specses  have  been  furnished,  state  the  amount 
of  each,  together  with  the  time  when  sent,  and  to 
whom,  and  whether  any  of  such  funds  have  been 
exchanged,  and  by  whom,  for  funds  less  valuable, 
and  a  premium  received  for  the  difference  of  value, 
and  whether  such  premiums  have  been  accounted 
for  10  the  Government. 

Reaohed,  Thai  the  Secretary  of  War  be,  and  he 
hereby  is,  required  to  report  to  the  Senate  ibe  name 
of  each  individual]  whose  improvements  have  been 
valued,  under  the  provisions  of  the  treaty  with  the 
Cherokees,  dated  S9th  December,  1835,  and  the 
»um  to  which  each  has  been  valued,  together  with 
(he  instructions  given  to  the  person  making  such 
valuation. 

Mr.  TALLMADQE  submitted  the  following  re- 
solutions, which  were  ordered  to  be  printed,  and  lie 
on  the  table. 

Resohtdj  That  sound  specie  paying  banks  ought 
to  be  selected,  under  suitable  regulations  to  be  pre- 
scribed by  law,  for  the  safekeeping  of  the  public 
money. 

Resolved,  That  the  payment  of  the  public  revenue 
ought  to  be  made  in  gold  and  silver,  or  in  the  notes 
of  sound  specie  paying  banks,  under  suitable  regu- 
lations to  be  prescribeil  by  law. 

Resolvtd^Thaii  such  payments  of  the  public  reve- 
vue  from  customs  and  from  lands  ought  to  be  made, 
as  far  as  practicable,  by  deposites  in  the  selected 
banks,  to  the  credit  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  United 
States,  and  the  certificates  of  deposite  taken  by  the 
collectors  and  receivers,  as  evidence  of  such  pay- 
ments. 

Resolved,  That  the  selected  bankn,  in  considera- 
tion of  such  depoyites,  ought  to  perform,  wiihont 
charge,  the  same  duties  to  the  Qovemment  in  trans- 
ferring the  public  funds  and  distributing  the  same 
in  payment  of  the  public  creditors,  as  were  per- 
formed by  the  late  Bank  of  the  United  States. 

The  reports  of  the  Committee  on  Pensions,  un- 
favorable to  the  petitions  of  John  Bosworth,  Ste- 
phen F.  Hemenway,  John  Grigsby,  and  Betsey 
Booth,  were  severally  considered  and  concurred  in. 

The  following  bills  were  severally  read  the  third 
time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  to  abolish  imprisonment  for  debt  in  cer' 
tain  cases*. 

The  bill  for  trie  relief  of  Pierre  Menard  and 
others;  and 

The  bill  to  prohibit  the  giving  or  accepting  a 
challenge  to  light  a  duel  in  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia, and  for  the  punishment  thereof. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  PRENTISS,  the  yeas  and 
nays  were  ordered  on  the  passage  of  the  last  men- 
tioned bill,  and  were — ^yeas  29,  nays  7,  as  follows^ 

YEAS— Mesas.  Allen,  Benton,  Buchanan,  Clay 
cf  Kentucky,  Davis,  Foster,  Fulton,  Hnbbaid, 
Knight,  Linn,  Lumpkin,  McKean,  Morris,  Mou- 
ton,  Fierce,  Prentiss,  Robbins,  Robinson,  Ruggles, 
Smith  ofConnectlcut,  Smith  of  Indiana,  Southard, 
Swift,  Tallmadge,  Tipton,  White,  Williams  of 
Maine,  and  Young — ^29. 

NAYS — ^Messrs.  Brown,  Clay  of  Alabama, 
King,  Nicholas,  Preston,  Roane,  and  Williams  of 
Mississippi — 7. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  FOSTER,  the  Senate  took  up 
the  bill  to  amend  the  act  entitled  an  act  to  autho- 
rize the  State  of  Tennessee  to  issue  grants  and  perfect 
titles  to  lands  therein  described,*  Ac.  passed  ISth 
April,  1806. 

Mr.  FOOTER  addressed  the  Senate  at  length  in 
explanation  and  support  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  BBNTpN  rose  to  give  his  testimony  in  fa- 
vor of  the  statements  which  had  been  made  by  the 
Senator  from  Tennessee,  [Mr.  Foster,]  who  had 
so  well  opened  thi&  subject.  It  so  happened  that 
he  (Mr.  B.)  was  well  aicquainted  with  the  whole 
subject  matter  ot  this  bill,  both  with  the  legal  ques- 
tion as  growing  out  of  the  compact  of  1806  be- 
tween the  States  of  North  Carolina,  Tennessee, 
and  the  General  Qovemment,  and  also  with  the 
character  of  the  land  itself  upon  which  it  would 
operate.      Three  years  after  the  making  of  that 


compact,  and  precisely  thirty  years  ago,  he  (Mr. 
B.)  was  a  member  of  iht  Senate  of  the  State  of 
Tennessee,  with  the  respected  father  of  the  Senator 
who  had  just  spoken;  and  in  his  capacity  of  a  Se- 
nator in  the  Tennessee  Legislature  it  became  his 
duty,  as  far  back  as  the  year  1809,  to  act  upon  this 
compact;  and  he  then  began  the  course  with  re- 
spect to  settlers  and  occupants  which  he  had  fol- 
lowed ever  since;  he  then  favored  the  settlers  south 
of  French  Broad  and  Holston,  who  were  settled  on 
the  part  of  the  ungrauted  lands  which  fell  to  the 
State  of  Tennessee,  and  it  now  becoming  his  duty 
again  to  act,  in  the  Senate  of  the  United  Slates,  on 
that  pan  of  the  nngranted  lands  which  were  then 
reserved  to  the  United  States,  he  should  follow  the 
same  course  now  which  he  did  then,  and  continne 
to  favor  and  to  protect  the  settler. 

He  (Mr.  B.)  was  not  only  acquainted  with  the 
compact  of  1806,  but  it  happened  that  he  was  well 
acquainted  with  the  count>y  which  was  reserved  to 
rhe  United  States.  He  lived,  when,  a  citizen  uf 
Tennessee,  not  within  the  Congress  reservatiou, 
but  m  the  qaarter  of  ihe  State  in  which  it  lay,  and 
practised  law  within  it.  He  had,  besides,  travelled 
all  over  it  in  different  directions;  and  wbile  it  was 
in  fact  a  fine  district  of  country,  though  by  no 
means  the  best  in  the  State,  yet  it  hf  d  b^en  so 
picked  and  culled  by  entries  on  land  warrants,  that 
what  remained  was  nothing  but  the  merest  refuse, 
barely  fit  to  make  small  farms  for  people  in  indi- 
gent circumstances,  and  which  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment ought  to  be  ashamed  to  sell.  The  bill  pro- 
posed to  sell  to  the  eccupaatSiin  tracts  not  exceed- 
ing two  hundred  acres  each,  at  twelve  and  a  half 
cents  per  acre.  That  sum  would,  doubtless,  seem 
to  be  a  low  price  to  mamy  gentlemen  on  this  floor; 
but  he  considered  it  too  high  for  the  Federal  Go- 
vernment to  demand;  and  should  have  liked  the 
bill  better  if  it  had  abandoned  these  iicrapsof  refuse 
land  to  the  Siate  and  to  the  occupants.  Individu- 
ally, be  shouU  have  liked  the  bill  better  in  that 
way;  but  the  Senators  from  the  State  who  had  the 
conduct  of  the  bill  had  their  reasons,  and  he  knew 
they  were  good  reasons,  for  proposing  a  sale  in- 
stead of  a  cession.  He  should,  therefore,  suppott 
the  bill  as  it  was;  and  lest  any  Senator  might  sup- 
pose it  would  be  better  to  strike  out  the  twelve  and 
a  half  cents,  and  leave  the  price  blank,  to  be  filled 
up  by  the  General  Assembly  of  Tennessee,  he 
would  undertakc.to  5ay  thai  nothing  could  be  gain- 
ed, in  the  way  of  money,  by  that  operation;  that 
it  would  be  impossible  to  fiad  men  in  the  General 
Assembly  of  Tennessee  who  would  value  these 
scraps  of  land  as  high  as  twelve  and  a  half  cents. 
He,  therefore,  thought  that  to  all  those  who  chose  to 
look  to  money  from  these  lands,  the  sum  fixed  in 
the  bill  should  be  preferable  to  leaving  it  open  to 
be  fixed  by  those  who  knew  the  real  character  of 
the  lands. 

Mr.  B.  had  deemed  it  proper,  on  account  of  his 
long  acquaintance  with  the  subject,  lo  bear  this 
public  testimony  in  favor  of  the  statemen't  made 
by  the  Senator  from  Tennessee,  [Mr.  FosTEa.] 
His  statements  did  not  require  to  be  supported  by 
testimony;  but  having  lived  in  Tennessee,  having 
acted  in  a  legislative  capacity  upon  a  branch  of  this 
subject  thirty  years  ago,  and  being  well  acquainted 
with  the  character  of  the  lands  to  be  disposed  of, 
he  (Mr.  B  )  deemed  it  proper  to  give  something  more 
than  a  naked  vote  for  the  bill,  and,  therefore,  had 
submitted  to  the  Senate  the  statements  which  his 
personal  knowledge  enabled  him  to  make. 

Mr.  STRANGE  had  no  idea  that  this  bill 
would  be  taken  up  to-day,  and  he  was  not,  there- 
fore, prepared  for  '  its  consideration.  It  would 
seem  that  the  Qtate  of  North  Carolina  was  some- 
what interested  in  it,  and  he  should,  therefore,  be 
glad  to  have  an  opportunity  of  becoming  better  acr 
quainted  with  its  details.  In  the  mean  time,  it 
occurred  to  him  that  some  provision  was  necessary 
in  order  more  effectually  to  guard  the  interests  of 
the  United  States,  as  well  as  tho.se  of  the  State  of 
North  Carolina.  For  instance,  the  bill  contained  a 
provision  to  guard  the  State  of  North  Carolina  against 
loss,  that  the  State  of  Tennessee  should  take  up  the 
outstanding  North  Carolina  warrants,  which  was  so 
far  right;  but  there  was  also  a  provision  in  the  lat- 
ter eiui  of  this  bill,  which  in  some  way  conflicted 
witl\  thii:  to  cede  the  lands  remaining  after  1844, 
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QEicondiiionaUy,  to  ihe  State  of  Tennessee.  Now, 
he  wished  the  friends  of  the  bill  would  consent  to 
its  postponement  till  to-morrow,  to  give  him  an 
opportanit/  of  offering  an  amendmeDt  to  meet  this 
difficulty. 

Mr.  FOSTER  expressed  himself  perfectly  willing 
to  agree  to  the  postponement  asked  for. 

Mr.  WHITE  thought  the  objection  of  the  gen- 
tlemen was  unfounded,  and  that  he  would  tind,  on 
a  more  careful '  examination,  that  the  interests  of 
North  Carolina  were  amply  provided  for.  Mr. 
W.  expressed  an  anxious  desire  thai  the  bill 
should  pass  this  body  in  time  to  get  through  the 
other  House  at  this  session,  and  spoke  of  its  Im- 
portance to  a  portion  of  the  people  he  represented. 
He  had  no  objection  to  making  the  bill  the  special 
order  of  the  day  for  to-morrow.  There  being  no 
special  order  for  that  day,  there  would  be  no  diffi- 
culty in  taking  it  up  at  one  o^clock,  and  finally  de- 
ciding it.  He  thought  that  when  the  Senate  became 
sufficiently  acquainted  with  its  merits,  there  would 
not  be  the  slightest  difficulty  in  passing  it. 

Mr.  STRANGE  observed  that  he  had  prepared 
an  amendment,  in  case  the  bill  should  be  pressed  to- 
day, providing  that  when  the  cession  of  the  re- 
maining lands  shall  be  made  to  the  Stale  of  Ten- 
nessee, afier  the  1st  January,  1844,  that  State  shall 
provide  for  any  outsianding  North  Carolina  war- 
rant?. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CLAY  of  Alabama,  the  bill 
was  postponed  to,  and  made  the  special  order  of  the 
day  for  to-morrow. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  BUCHANAN,  the  Senate 
took  up  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Dr.  John  Campbell 
White,  of  Baltimore.  . 

Mr.  CLAY  of  Kentucky  opposed  the  bill,  und 
hoped  that  its  consideration  might  not  be  pressed  at 
this  time. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  addressed  the  Senate  in  its 
support;  and, 

After  some  farther  remarks  from  Mr.  CLAY  in 
opposition,  and  Mr.  BUCHANAN  in  support,  the 
bill  was  ordered  lo  be  engrosf^d  for  a  third  reading. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  BENTON,  the  Senate  pro- 
ceeded to  the  consideration  of  Executive  business; 
after  which. 

It  adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES, 
Wednesday,  January  23,  1839. 

Mr.  JOHNSON  of  Louisiana,  pursuant  to  no- 
tice on  leave,  brought  in  a  bill  to  amend  an  act 
entitlvd  '*An  act  establishing  certain  courts,  and 
abridging  ihe  jurisdiction  of  certain  district  courts 
of  Kentucky,  Tennessee,  and  Ohio,"  approved  24th 
February,  1807;  which  was  read  twice,  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  HENRY  asked  leave  to  present  a  petition, 
but  it  was  objected  to. 

Mr.  PETRI  KIN  then  rose  and  said  he  was 
about  to  make  a  motion,  in  the  making  of  which, 
he  wished  it  to  bs  distinctly  understood  that  he  did 
it  to  give  gentlemen  an  opportunity  of  doing  them- 
selves justice,  and  of  putting  themselves  straight  be- 
fore the  people.  Nor,  in  making  this  motion,  was 
he  to  be  considered  as  in  any  way  pledged  to  vote 
for  the  bill  en  its  final  passage.  Mr.  P.  then  moved 
to  reconsider  the  vote  of  yesterday,  by  which  the 
graduation  bill  was  laid  on  the  table. 

The  CHAIR  said  the  motion  would  be  entered, 
and  would  be  the  first  thing  in  order  after  the  morn- 
ing business  was  disposed  cf. 

Mr.  SNYDER  moved  that  the  bill  be  printed, 
which  was  agreed  to. 

(^  Mr.  PICKENS  suggested  that  the  motion  of 
Mr.  Petrikin  be  disposed  of  at  once;  but 

The  CHAIR  reiterating  what  he  said  above,  the 
question  was  not  pressed. 

Mr.  HAYNES  then  renewed  his  motion  for  the 
House  to  go  into  committee  on  the  President's  Mes- 
sage. 

Objection  being  made,  Mr.  H.  moved  a  suspen- 
sion of  the  ruies,  and.demanded  the  yeas  and  nays; 
which  were  ordered. 

.  Mr.  RICE  GARLAND  suggested  to  the  gentle- 
man to  modify  his  motion,  so  as  to  go  into  com- 
mittee after  they  had  got  through  the  morning  busi- 
ness. 

Mr.  HAYNES  withdrew  his  first  motion,  and 


moved  ansther,  for  the  House  to  go  into  commit- 
tjee  at  half  past  1  o'clock,  but  it  was  rejected,  101 
^o  53;  not  two-thirds. 

Mr.  CHAMBERS,  from  the  Committee  of 
Claims,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  certain 
officers  of  the  Florida  militia. 

Mr.  MASON  of  Virginia,  from  the  Committee 
on  Commerce,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Samuel  Hofi'man. 

Also,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Robert  Miller  and 
John  Thompson. 

Mr.  PARKER,  from  the  Committee  on  Indian 
Affairs,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  Tosca- 
rora  nation  of  Indians. 

Mr.  BRONSON,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Territories,  reported  a  bill  to  approve  and  confirm 
an  act  of  the  Legislative  Council  of  the  Territory 
of  Wisconsin,  and  for  other  purposes. 

Also,  a  bill  to  authorize  the  people  of  Iowa  to 
form  a  constitution,  and  to  provide  for  the  admis- 
sion of  such  State  into  the  Union. 

Mr.  MORGAN,  from  the  Committee  on  Revo- 
Intisnary  Pensions,  reported  a  hill  for  the  relief  of 
the  executors  of  Robert  McFarlane. 
'    Mr.  FRY,  from  the  same  cotamittee,  reported  a 
bill  granting  a  pension  to  Reuben  Murray. 

Mr.  SERGEANT,  from  the  Select  Committee 
on  Steam  Engines,  reported  a  bill  supplementary  to 
the  act  entiil^  an  act  to  provide  for  the  better  se- 
curity of  steamboats. 

.  Mr.  S.  also,  on  leave,  presented  the  petition  of 
Mrs.  Bainbridge,  widow  of  the  late  Commodore 
Bai  abridge. 

Peiirions  were  also  presented  by  Messrs. 
CROCKETT  and  UNDERWOOD.     . 

Mr.  KENNEDY,  on  leave,  submitted  the  fol- 
lowing resolution;  which,  under  the  role,  lies  over 
one  day  for  consideration,  the  House  refu&ing  to 
entertain  it  now. 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  be  re- 
quested to  communicate  to  this  House  a  list  of  the 
various  articles  of  proviaons,  hospital  stores,  can- 
vass, cordage,  luml>er,  hay,^  coal,  materials  of  iron, 
copper,  leather,  and  all  other  articles  not  enumera- 
ted in  contracts,  purchased  and  procured  at  or  for 
the  various  naval  stations  of  Boston,  New  York, 
Baltimore,  Norfolk,  and  Pensaoola,  during  the  year 
183d,  staling  frsm  whom  the  same  were  pur- 
chased, and  the  prices  paid  for  each  article. 

Mr.  QIDDINGS,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
made  an  unfavorable  report  on  the  petition  of  Wil- 
liam J.  Owens;  which  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table 
and  be  printed;  also  an  unfavorable  report  on  the 
memorial  of  certain  citizens  of  St.  Augustine, 
Florida. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS  of  New  Hampshire,  from  the 
same' committee,  made  an  unfavorable  report  on 
the  petition  of  Richard  Macall- 

Mr.  SALTONSALL,  from  the  same  committef , 
made  an  unfavorable  report  on  the  petition  of  B. 
M.  Byrnes. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CUSHMAN)  the  Committee 
of  Conunerce  was  discharged  from  the  further 
consideration  of  the  memorial  of  crrtain  merchants 
of  New  York,  praying  a  drawbackon  coal,  and  it 
was  referred  to  ile  Committee  of  the  Whole  eu 
the  state  of  the  Union,  to  which  a  bill  on  the  same 
subject  had  been  referred. 

Mr.  MASON  of  Virginia,  from  the  same  com- 
mittee, made  an  unfavorable  report  on  the  petition 
of  Lanvel  Goarand  de  la  Martinique,  Vice  Consul 
of  France  for  the  State  cf  Rhode  island,  for  remi^ 
sion  of  duties. 

On  motion  of  M^  CASEY,  the  Committee  on  the 
Public  Lands  was  discharged  from  the  further  con- 
sideration of  the  memorial  of  GKsorge  Kindly, 
Jabelee  Posey,  and  Joel  Whiteside,  and  the  same 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Claims. 

Mr.  MORGAN,  from  the  Committee  on  RevoluJ 
tionary  Pensions,  made  an  unfavorable  report  on 
the  petition  jf  Justis  Rose. 

Mr.  JOHNSON  of  Virginia,  from  the  same  com- 
mittee, made  an  unfavorable  report  on  the  petition 
of  John  Wright. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  MENEFEB,  the  bill  to  au- 
thorize a  renewal  of  a  patent  to  Thomas  Blanchard 
was  taken  up  on  its  third  reading;  and, 
•  After  some  remarks  from  Messrs.  FILLMQAS, 


MENRFEE,     FLETCHER    of   Musachiuel^ 
HOWARD  and  CALHOUN  of  MassachonttoT^ 

Mr.  HOWARD  moved  that  the  biU  be  postponed 
until  Friday  next,  and  be  printed* 

Mr.  MENEFEE  demanded  the  previous  qoei, 
tion.       I 

Mr.  BOON  moved  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  tabk: 
lost. 

The  previous  question  was  carried,  aod  the  naia 
question,  being  on  the  passage  of  the  bill,  thereoa— 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY  asked  for  the  yeas  and 
nays,  which,  being  ordered,  were— yeas  89,  nays  71 

So  the  bill  was  passed. 

The  SPEAKER  laid  before  the  House  aoooi. 
munication  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  traosmiw 
ting  a  statement  of  the  accounui  of  Lewis  Cass,  is 
Superintendent  of  Indian  Affairs;  which  was  kid 
on  ihcAable,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 
GRADUATION  BILL. 

The  House  then  took  up  the  motion  of  Mr.  PB- 
TRIKIN,  to  reconsider  the  vote  of  the  House,  by 
which  the  "  bill  to  reduce  and  graduate  the  priecr 
of  the  public  lands,'^  was  laid  on  the  uble. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  W.  C.  JOHNSON,  a  caU  of 
the  House  was  ordered  and  proceeded  in;  and  184 
members  having  answered  on  the  first  call,  the  ab> 
sintees  were  then  called,  and  several  having  come 
in,  303  members  were  announced  as  beiog  pie^ 
sent. 

Mr.  HAYNES  moved  to  dispense  with  the  far- 
ther proceedings  of  the  call;  which  was  agreed  to— 
85  to  61. 

Mr.  LEWIS  WILLIAMS  then  moved  to  lay 
the  motion  to  reconsider  on  the  table;  on  which, 

Mr.  CASEY  demanded  the  yeas  and  najr; 
which  were  ordered,  ^d  were — ^yeas  96,  nays  109« 
as  follows: 

YEaJS— Menr9.  Heman  Atltn.  John  W.  Alleo,  Ajrcnn, 
DanlEfl,  Belt,  Bond,  Borden.  W.  B.  Calhoan,  J.  Calhooii,  Job 
Campbell,  Ghambera,  Chiloa,  Clark,  Clowney,  Coffin,  Contior, 
Corwin,  Cnmatoo.  Darlington,  Davee,  Daviea,  Deben?,  Enu, 
Everett,  R.  Fletcher,  I.  Fletcher,  Fillmore,  J.  Garland,  JamM 
Graham,  Granlland,  Gravet,  Grennell,  Griffin,  Haley,  Hafl. 
Harper;  HaetinRfl.  llawea,  Hawkina,  Henry^  RofllnuuiMMI 
M.  T.  Hunter.  Jabex  Jackaon,  Wm.  Coat  JohiiMn,  Ketuttdjr, 
I-egare,  Lincoln,  Mallory,  Marvin,  James  H.  Mason,  3#inMQ 
Maeon,  Manrell,  McKennao,  Menelee.  Mercer,  BQU%afi, 
Mitchell,  Montgomery,  Calrary  Morria,  Nay  lor,  Noy(a,CMr, 
ParmentenPearce,  Peck,  Pickena,  Pope,  Potla,  Putnam,  M 
Rencher,  Richardson,  Ridgway,  John  Rnberlson,  Edwud  Ito 
binaon,  Rumaey,  Ruasell,  Sallonetali,  Sawyer,  Sergieam,  As 
RuaUae  U.  Sbepperd,  Chailea  Shepard,  Bibtoy,  Slade,  8»Qib' 
eate,  Stanly,  Stratton,  TaIiaieiTo,Thompeon,TilliDgiM*(,T». 
land,  Underwood,  John  White,  Wbittleaey,  Letiis  Williami 
Worthington,  and  Yorke— 96. 

NAYii-'Mcflna.  Alexander,  Anderaon,  AodreWi,  Atberiort 
Biddle,  Birdaall,  Boon,  flput- 


irodbead.Broa80D,Bactianan,CanibreIeDe,  W.  B.  (^p 
Darter,  Caaey,  Ghaaey,  Chapman,  CbMthaan,  Qenluid, 


Beatiy,  Beerij  Beime,  Bicknel 
din,  Brodbei 

bell,  Carter,  ,.    ,.        .        . 

Coles,  Crabb,  Crary,  Guahing,  Cuahman,  De  Graff,  Daton, 
Duan,  Ewioa,  Fry,  Rice  Garland,  Goode,  Wm.  Gruaa^ 
Grant,  Gray,  Hamer,  Harriion,  Uayne.^  Herod,  Hotey,  Holt, 
Howard,  Ingham,  Tfaomaa  B.  Jackson,  Henry  Jahnson,  Joseph 
Johnson,  Nathaniel  Jones^  Keim,  Kemble,  Klii«WMmitb,LMd- 
better,  I^ wis,  Loffan,  Lyon,  Martin,  Maury,  M^iy,  McKay,  Eo- 
ben  McClellan,  Abraham  McCIellan,  Miller,  Morgan,  ftBW 
W.  Morria,  Murray,  Noble,  Parker,  Parrta,  Peliikin,  VMpti 
Plumer,  Pratt,  John  H.  Prentiss,  Sergeant  S.  PreAiias  lUqAtt, 
Rivos,  Shefler,  Shiel.ls,  Shepior,  Snyder,  Spencer,  Suan, 
Sioiie,  Swearfngen,  Taylor,  Thomaa,  Titua,  Touaey,  Tvwm, 
Tumey,  Vail,  Vanderveer,  Webeter,  Albert  8.  Whiis,  fihrtni 
Williama,  Jared  W.  WilliaaiB,  Joseph  L.  WilUans,  Ca  W8- 
liamajWorA  and  Yell— 108. 

So  the  House  refosed  to  lay  the  motion  to  re 
consider  on  the  table,  and  the  qae5tion  was  te 
taken  on  the  motion  to  reconsider,  and  resulted  bt' 
the  nef<ative-.-ycas  98,  nays  99,  as  follows: 

VEAS— Meana.  Anderaon,  Andrews,  Atherton,Beatty,BM^ 
Beime,  Bicknell.  BidcUe,  Birdsall,  Boon,  Bcvnaon,  BnchiMn, 
Oambreleng,  William  B.  Campbell,  Carter,  Caaey,  Chaoejr 
Chapman,  Cheatham,  Clearelend,  Crabb,  Crary.  CrochB, 
Cuahing,  Cuahman,  Dairee,  De  GrafT,  Danean,  Duon,*  Hi' 
wards,  Ewing,  Fry,  Gallup,  Rioe  Garland,  William  Gralm^ 
Grant,  Gray,  Hamer.  Harrison,  Hayne^  HenML  Holsey,  Bok 
Howard,  Inxham,  T.  B.  Jackmn,  Henry  Jonnson,  JoHpk 
Johnson,  Nathaniel  Jonea,  Kemble,  KlioKaoamlth,  LiM>' 
better,  Lewis,  Logan,  Lyon.  Martin,  Maury,  May,  McMftll* 
McCIellan,  Abraham  McClelian,  Miller.  Mbrgan,  SaflMd 
W.  Morria,  Murray,  Noble,  Parker,  Parria.  Petrikin,  PbelM 
Plumer,  S  8.  PKentiasiJ.  H.Prmiia3,Rariden,1UTea.titMAi^ 


,  laeeph  _ , 

NAYS— Messrs.  Adama,  Heman  Allen,  J.  W^Alleo,  Aycrin 
Banka,  Bell,  Bond,  Borden,  William  B.  Calhoun,  John  Cattwn, 
J.  Campbell,  Chamber8,Chttd8,  Clark,  dnwocnr,  CoffinJMe^ 
Connor,  Corwin,  Cranaton,  Darlington,  Daviea,  thheXTjttn^ 
Erercti,  Richard  Fletcher,  {Fillmore,  Giddina,  Goode,  JaiMi 
Graham,  Gmrea,  Grennell,  Griffin,  Haley,  Itall,  Harper,  urn 
tii^Hawea,  Hawkioa,  Heniy.  HoflTinaii,  Robert  M.  T.  Rtt' 
ter,  Jenifer,  William  Coot  Johnson,  Kenaedy,  licguc,  l» 
coin,  Mallory,  Maryin,  JameaM.  Maaon,  Samaoo  Ma8aD,lHi 
well,  MoKcnnan,  Menefee,  Mercer,  Milltean,  Mitchell,  M<nt- 
gpmery,  Mathiaa  Morns*  Calvary  Morria,  N aylor,  NoyoB,  Dm 
Farmentet,  Paarca,  r^  Pickem,  Pop<^  Poos,  Ptfasij  Bait 
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y^Hdhur^  Uidhfudaont  Rldcwajr,  J.  Roteftaoo,  E.  Robinann, 

RiigniJ.  B4ia0e1I,8ftttoQBttJi,  Sawyer,  Oergeaiit,  Auguscrnci  H. 

"  '  '       ,  Oharles  Bfaeptrd,  Blbletv  Slade,  8ouihffai&  Stanly, 

a,  Thpanptm,  TUIincluMt,  ToTmid,  Und«r- 

.     ,  Whiuleaqr,  Lawb  Williama,  Sherrod  Wil- 

fiMsai  Worthington,  and  Tttrke—S^. 

So  the  Hoase  refbsed  to  leconsider. 

CUMBERLAIID  ROAD. 

Hie  next  was  the  bill  from  the  Seoatt  making 
approfinatioiis  for  the  conliaaation  of  the  Cumbrr- 
kadioad  ia  th«  Stales  of  Ohio,  lodiana,  and  IIU- 
■IMS,  laken  op  yeaiierday  on  its  reference,  when  Mr. 
00LS8  movrd  lo  lay  it  on  the  ti^ble,  t>ut  the 
House  aHjonrnetl  without  taking  the  question; 
wjhkb,  BOW  recarripg — 

Mr.  MALEX>RY  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays, 
wbkh  vere  ordered. 

Mr.  RARIDEN  mored  a  call  of  the  House,  but 
it  was  refused. 

The  moticn  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table  was  de- 
cided ia  the  negative — ^yeas  77,  nays  105,  as  fol- 
lows: 

YEAS— UeMTiL  Andrew^  Aiherton,  Banka,  Belrne,  .Bidk- 
oell,  Btrdsall,  Canbraleng,  Witham  B.  Ouopliell,  Carter, 
Ctaponn,,  Cbeaihani,  Ctcvetand,  Clownrj,  Colet,  Quonprf 
CiatoiH  Cucbioaii.  Davi«»,  Drberrr.  Jamea  Garland,  Rice 
fiiriaad,  Janieii  Gratiam.  Grifflo,  ffale^,  Hawep,  Hawkins, 
Haynea^Jlolsejr.  Uolt,  Robert  M.  T.  Haater,  Tbooiaa  &  Jack- 
•JA,  Joaeph  Johoaop,  Nathaoiei  Jooea,  Keim,  JdmeenKiDuh, 
L^^Bie,  Lewia^  Sdiotni*,  Lyoo,  Malloiy.  James  %f.  Maaun, 
Martin,  Maury,  McKay,  Abraliam  McClellan,  Monttronery, 
9aiBMl  W.  Morria.  Murray,  Nobici  Paikar,  Petrikin,  Pickens, 
Johafi.  PrautJaa^  S.  Preniin,  Ranclter,  Ricbardaon,  Rivea, 
John  Robenaon,  Runiiey,  Sawyer,  AtigtiPtine  il.  Shepperd, 
Cturiee  Sbepard,  Spaoc^r,  Suuilv,  Htnne,  ikratton,  Taliafamk, 
TtMHnBrtm,  Tbucay,  Toww,  Tamay,  Underwood.  Weeka. 
Uwia  WtUiama,  Sberrod  WUliaoia,  Jared  W.  WilUaaaa,  and 
W«d-77. 

NATS — Meaers.  Adams,  Alejiander.  Heman  Allen.  John  W. 
Allen,  Aycrteg,  Beatiy,  Bell,  Bidile,  Bond,  Moon,  Boiden,  Bo- 
dbiMa^  Wiiiiain  B.  CaJJiooQ,  Jfhn  Calbovn,  Caaey,  Oham- 
bera,  Cbaney,  Oliiida,  Clark,  Coffin,  Corwin,  Cranauiri,  Crockett, 
Coshfes,  Dartfnxton,  De  GrafT.  Donean,  Dunn,  Bdward^,  Evans, 
BwJAff,  RMbard  Fletaher,  Fry,  Gallap^  GiddinjbB,  Goods, 
WBliam  Oralsam,  Grant,  Greiinell,  Hall,  JIamer,  Harrkson, 
Ibrpcr,  U&4ting%  rienry,  Herod,  HolTman^  Howard,  Inghum, 
J^lil^,   Henry   Johnaon,  WtlTiam  Co^t   Johnoon,   Kennerl^, 


wv, 

',  Liacoln,  Logan,  Samson  Ma^on,  Miy,  Maxwell, 

I,  Maoafiee,  Mercer,  Milligan^  MiJier,  Mitchell,  Mor^ 

mi.  Calvary  Morris,  Naylor,  Noyea,  Ogle,  Parmenter,  Fearce, 

nck,Pbel^  P1am<^,  Pope^  Potia,  Piitnam,  Rariden,  Reed, 


teft  a  While,  John  White,  Whitilacey,  Joauph  L.  Williams, 
—     ■•         ,YelI,  andYorke-105. 


So  the  Honse  refused  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table; 
and  it  was  comrafttcd  to  a  Committfe  of  the  Whole 
House  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

Suadry  other  bills  from  the  Senate  were  taken 
vp,  read  twioe,  and  referred  lo  their  appropriate 
committees. 

The  bill  to  prohibit  the  giring  or  receiving  a 
cbaUesge  to  fight  a  duel  ^ia  the  Bisuict  of  Colnm« 
bia,  w^  fur  the  punishment  thereof,  was  read 
twice,  committed  to  a  Committee  oa  the  Uaidn, 
aad  ordered  to  be  printed,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
ADAMS. 

Hia  ||il]  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representatives 
of  Thomas  Glascock,  deceased,  was  read  a  third 
time  mod  passed. 

The  biQ  for  the  relief  of  James  Walker,  John 
Gihsoo  and  James  Carruthers,  (mail  contractors) 
wasdisens^ed  for  some  time  by  Messfs.  GAR- 
LAND of  Louisiana,  CONNOR,  HAMER^ 
RENCHBR,  CHAPMAN,  and  lOHI^SON  of 
Mmrylaad,  when  the  latter  gentleman  moved  to  lay 
iron  the  cable,  but  the  House  refused;  and  the  dis- 
emmMk  was  oontiaotd  for  aome  time  longer  by 
Mems.  ITNDIZRWOOD,  RBBO,  THOMSON 
wmd  SyERETT. 

Mr.  CA3EY  said  that  there  were  several  of  his 
ednstitnents  similarly  situated  as  the  contractors  for 
Whose  benefit  this  bill  had  been  introduced;  that 
4iej  bad  been  ruined  by  their  contracts  with  the 
Cforeniment;  and  that  some  of  them  have  had  their 
eooljacts  annulled.  I)e  would,  therefore,  move  to 
SQCommit  the  bill,  with  instructions  so  to  amend  the 
aasie  as  to  include  all  cases,  and  put  them  all  upon 
a  equal  footing. 

Ifr.  WILLIAMS  of  Kentucky  moved  to  lay  the 
Mil    Aod  instructions  upon  the   table,  which  the 
Sovse  refused  to  do  by  a  vote  of  72  to  35;  but  no 
■Kinuii  haviag  voted, 
Oo.  motioii  of  i/ir,  MARTIN, 
Tl|e  ELqum  t^ea  adjourned. 


IN  SENATE, 
TiiUBsOAT,  January  24,  1839. 

Mr.  NORVELL  presented  the  memorial  of  Wm. 
A.  Whitehead,  in  reply  to  the  pel  lion  of  Thomas 
Jefferson  Smith  and  others,  in  relation  to  a  port  of 
entry  at  Indian  Key:  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Commerce. 

Mr.  KNIGHT  presented  the  memorial  of  Caleb 
Williams,  praying  that  a  law  may  be  passed  to 
license  two  iron  steamboats  building  in  Europe; 
which  was  referred  lo  the  Comra'ittee  on  Commerce. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  presented  Kome  documents  in 
support  of  the  claim  of  Captain  Charles  C.  Tupper, 
of  the  United  States  marine  corps:  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS  of  Maine  presented  the  peti- 
tion of  David  Bump,  asking  for  a  pension:  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Pensions. 

Mr.  NORVELL,  from  the  Committee  on  Revo- 
lu.ionary  Claims,  to  which  had  been  referred  the 
pclition  of  the  heirs  of  John  Treville,  deceased,  re- 
ported  a  bill  for  their  relief;  which  was  read,  and 
ordered  lo  a  seccnd  reading. 

Mr.  SMITH  of  Indiana  said  he  rose  to  ask 
leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  regulate  the  price  of 
the  lands  acquired  by  the  treaty  with  the  Miami 
Indiansof  the  6ih  of  November,  1838,  which  was  ra- 
tified on  yesterday.  The  bill  fixed  the  minimum 
price  of  these  lands  at  j|2  50  per  acre. 

Mr.  M.  said  his  position  in  relation  to  this  bill 
might  require  a  single  word  of  explanation,  not  so 
far  as  the  Senate  was  concerned,  as  the  whole 
matter  was  fresh  in  the  recollection  of  Senators. 
But  the  State  might  desire  to  know  why  it  was  that 
he  had  purposed  to  fix  the  minimum  of  these 
land.s  at  a  higher  price  than  the  usual  price  of  the 
public  lauds.  He  wished  merely  to  satisfy  that 
inquiry,  by  saying  that  these  lands  were  purchased 
of  ihe  Miami  Indians,  by  the  treaty  that  wns  ra- 
tified on  yesterday,  at  a  price  that  won  Id  require, 
!o remunerate  iheGovernment,  the  price  fi  xcJ  bj  the 
bill.  The  lands  lie  on  the  pub!  ic  works  of  the  Siate,and 
the  high  price  given  was  fully  justified  by  the  value 
of  the  lands.  The  price  being  the  great  objection 
to  the  purchase,  in  the  minds  of  many  Senators;  he 
had  felt  disposed,  upon  a  consultation  with  his  col- 
league, to  remove  that  objection  by  introducing  a 
bill  that  would  remunerate  the  Government  for  the 
purchase.  He  bad  promised  the  Senate  to  do  so, 
and  he  now  rose  to  comply  with  that  promise. 

The  bill  was  then  read  twice,  by  general  consent, 
and  referred  to  the  Commitiee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS,  from  the  Commitiee  on  Re- 
volutionary Claims,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 
the  heirs  of  Colonel  John  H.  Stone,  deceased; 
which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  a  second  read- 
ing- 

Mr.  DAVIS  presented  the  credentials  of  the  ho- 
norable Daniel  Webster,  elected  by  the  Legisla- 
ture of  Massachusetts  a  Senator  from  that  State,  to 
serve  for  six  years  from  the  4th  of  March  next; 
which  were  read. 

Mr.  KING,  in  pursuance  of  notice  given,  ob- 
tained leave,  and  introduced  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Williaml  H.  Robertson,  Samuel  H.  Garrow,  and 
A.  W.  Symington;  which  was  read  twice,  and  or- 
dered to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs, 
unfavorable  to  the  petition  of  Wm.  Smith,  was 
considered  and  concurred  in. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Dr.  John  Campbell 
White,  of  Baltimore,  in  the  State  of  Maryland, 
was  read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

SURVEY  OF  THE  LAKES. 

Mr.  NORVELL  said,  that  at  the  last  session  a 
joint  resolution  was  reported  by  the  Committee  on 
Commerce,  and  passed  by  the  Senate  without  a  dis- 
sentient voice,  authorizing  the  President  of  the 
United  Stales  to  cause  a  survey  of  the  Northwest* 
ern  lakes  to  be  made.  He  held  in  his  hands  letters 
from  the  Secretary  of  War,  aad  the  chief  of  the 
Topographical  Bureau,  recognising  the  importance 
of  the  contemplated  survey;  and  they  had  intiinaied 
in  a  different  way,  and  under  circumstancea  to 
which  he  could  not,  at  this  time,  specifically  allude, 
that  scientific  gentlemen  had  been  sought  for,  and 
their  abilities  brovght  into  requisition,  with  a  view 
to  this  very  interesting  service,  aa  well  as  with  re- 
ference to  other  branches  of  the  public  interest. 


It  was  a  fact,  that  no  American  chart  of  the  lakes 
existed;  no  thorough  survey  of  those  inland  seas 
had  ever  been  authorized  or  m^de  by  this  GK)vern- 
ment.  We  were  indebted  to  British  charts  for  all 
the  knowledge  we  possessed  on  Ihe  subject,  except 
that  derived  from '  personal  observation.  It  was 
difficult  to  obtain  any  of  these  British  charts  in  this  ' 
country.  With  a  view  lo  the  naval  operations 
which  a  war  would  render  necessary  upon  the 
lakes,  as  well  as  in  relation  to  their  commerce  and 
navigation,  the  survey  so  anxiously  desired  was 
all-important.  Impressed  with  the  necessity  of  the 
measure,  the  committee  had  again  instructed  him 
to  report  the  same  resolution,  without  any  altera- 
tion. As  he  hoped  and  believed  that  no  debate 
would  arise  upon  the  resolution,  he  very  respect- 
fully moved  that  the  previous  orders  of  the  day  be 
postponed,  and  that  the  joint  resolution,  authoriz- 
ing the  President  of  the  United  States  to  cause  cer- 
tain surveys  to  be  made,  be  now  laken  up. 

The  resolution  was  agreed  to,  and  the  joint  reso- 
lution considered,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 
PROCEEDS  OP  PUBUC  LANDS. 

Mr.  BENTON  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion: 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be 
directed  to  report  to  the  Senate  whether  any,  and  if 
any,  how  much,  would  have  been  the  deficit  in  the 
Treasury,  if  an  act  entitled  **An  act  to  appropriate 
for  a  limited  time  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  ol  the 
public  landi!  of  the  United  States,  and  for  granting 
land  to  certain  States,''  which  passed  both  Houses 
of  Congress,  had  received  the  approbation  of  the 
President,  and  been  acted  upon  up  to  the  1st  day 
of  January,  1839. 

Mr.  BEN1*0N  observed  that  his  reason  for  of- 
fering this  resolution  was  apparent.  A  resolution 
had  passed  the  Senate  calling  upon  the  Secretary 
for  information  as  to  the  amount  thft  would  have 
bren  distributed  to  each  of  the  States  of  this  Union 
imder  the  distribution  land  bill,  which  was  vetoed 
by  President  Jackson,  had  that  bill  become  a  law.- 
An  answer  to  that  resolution  had  been  received,  by 
which  it  appeared  that  the  sum  that  would  have, 
been  distributed  was  fifty-seven  and  a  half  millions  • 
of  dollars.  Now  he  wished  also  to  ascertain  what 
now  would  be  the  deficit  in  the  Treasury  had  that 
distribution  taken  place. 

Mr.  NORVELL  rose  to  avail  himself  of  the  op- 
poriuniiy  presentetl  by  the  motion  of  the  Senator 
from  Missouri,  to  correct  a  mistake  into  which  the 
Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Oflice  had  fal- 
len, in  the  table  which  he  had  furnished  of  the  pro- 
ceeds of  the  sales  of  the  public  lands,  which  were 
proposed  to  be  distributed  amoag  the  several  States 
by  the  bill  of  the  Senator  O'om  Kentucky,  [Mr. 
Clay,]  which  received  the  veto  of  President  Jack- 
son in  1833.  The  Commissioner  had  stated  that 
certain  sums  under  the  twelve  and  a  half  per  cent. 
propo|ed  for  the  new  Stales  in  that  bill,  and  cer- 
tain specified  sums  under  the  general  distribution 
proposed  in  it,  would  have  fallen  to  the  lot  of 
Michigan  and  Arkansas.  If  he  remembered  rightly, 
not  a  cent  would  have  been  received  under  that 
bill  by  either  Michigan  or  Arkansas.  They  were  at' 
that  period  Territories  of  the  United  States.  No 
participation  was  allowed  to  ihem  in  that  bill.  It  de- 
pended upon  the  subsequent  pleasure  of  Congress, 
upon  the  passage  of  another  law,  whether  Michigan 
or  Arkansas,  would  each  have  received  any  portion 
of  the  moneys  which  were  to  be  distributed,  if  that 
bill  had  become  a  law.  He  had  felt  it  to  be  his 
duty  to  make^this  statement  for  the  information  of 
his  constituents  at  home. 

The  resolution  was  then  laid  on  the  table  till  to- 
morrow. 

Mr.  BENTON,  in  pursuance  of  notice  given, 
asked  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  abolish  the  duty 
on  salt,  and  to  repeal  the  fishing  bounties  and  al- 
lowances dependant  upon  the. same. 

Mr.  B.  addressed  the  Senate  at  length  in  expla- 
nation and  support  of  the  bill;  after  which,  at  the 
request  of  Mr.  Davis,  it  was  laid  on  the  table  till 
to-morruw. 

The  bill  from  ihe  House  for  the  relief  of  the 
heirs  of  Thomas  Glasscock,  deceased,  was  twice 
read,  an4  referred. 

The  bill  to  ameiid  the  act  to  authorize  the  State 
of  TeQuessee  to  issue  grants  and  perfect  titles  to 
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the  land  therein  described,  dbc.  was  taken  up  as  the 
Older  of  the  day;  and,  after  some  remarks  from 
Mr.  FOSTER,  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading — ^yeas  34,  nays  3,  as  follows: 

YSAS— Messrs.  Alien,  Benton,  Buchanan,  Clay 
of  Alabama,  Clay  of  Kentacky,  Crittenden,  Cath- 
bert,  Foster,  Fatten,  Habbard,  Lampkin,  Lyon, 
King,  McKean,  Morris,  Mouton,  Nicholas,  Niles, 
Norrell,  Pierce,  Rives,  Roane,  Robbins,  Robinson, 
Sevier,  Smith  of  Connecticut,  Smith  of  Indiana, 
Spence,  Swiff,  Tallmadge,  Tipton,  White,  Wil- 
liams of  Mi^sftisvippi.  anil  Your.sr — 34. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Brown,  Strange,  and  Williams 
of  Maine — 3. 

The  following  bills  were  severally  read  the  se- 
cond time,  and  considered  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading: 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  sureties  of  William 
B.  Ferguson; 

The  bill  supplementary  to  the  act  entitled  "An 
act  to  establish  branch  mints  of  the  United  States," 
approved  March  3, 1835; 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Peter  Bargy;  and 

The  biM  for  the  relief  of  Henry  Wilson. 

After  the  consideration  of  Executive  business, 

The  Senate  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES, 
TiiuRSDAT,  Jan.  94,  1839. 

Petitions  were,  on  leave,  presented  by  Messrs. 
PARMENTER,  STONE,  HENRY,  BRONSON, 
WORD.  RARIDEN,  SERGEANT,  PUTNAM, 
and  TOUCEY;  when 

Mr.  MITCHELL  moved  a  suspension  of  the 
rule,  to  call  for  petitions  generally,  but  subse- 
quently withdrew  it. 

Mr.  HAYNES  presented  certain  joint  resolu- 
tions of  the  Legislature  of  Georgia  in  relation  to 
the  establishment  of  sundry  post  routes. 

Petitions  were,  on  leave,  further  presented  by 
Messrs.  C.  H.  WILLIAMS  and  PETRIKIN. 

[Mr.  PiRMENTER  presented  the  petition  of  Sarah 
Popkinfor  a  pension;  which  wafi^ referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Revolutionary  Pensions.  Also, 
petition  of  Joseph  D.  Annable  and  others  for  a 
duty  on  foreign  starch;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Manufactures.] 
\  [Mr.  Bronson  presented  the  petition  of  Samuel 
Co(jk,  and  one  hundred  and  ten  other  citizens  of 
Jeflenion  county,  New  York,  praying  for  the  im- 
provement of  the  harbor  at  the  mouth  of  Big 
Sandy  creek,  Jefferson  county,  New  York:  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Commerce.  Also,  the  peti- 
tion of  Daniel  Read  and  thirty-three  others,  citi- 
zens of  Jefferson  county.  New  York,  for  an  ap- 
Sropriation  to  improves  the  harbor  at  Little  Sodus 
lay,  on  Lake  Ontario,  New  York:  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Cemmeroe.] 

[Mr.  Stone  presented  the  petition  of  Jess?  Ep- 
ipersoD,  a  citizen  of  Bradley  county,  Tenn.  praying 
compensation  for  a  horse  stolen  from  him  by  the 
Cherokee  Indians:  referred  to  the  Commitlce  on 
Indian  Affairs.] 

[Mr.  Petrikin  presented  the  petition  of  Anna 
Maria  Domback,  wiiow  of  a  Revolutionary  stA- 
dier,for  a  pension.  Also,  the  petiiioaof  Col.  John 
H.  I?chenck,  a  Revolutionary  soldier,  for  increase 
of  pension.  Also,  additional  documents  to  sub- 
stantiate the  claim  of  Jacob  Boston  for  a  pension: 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Invalid  Pensions.] 

[Mr.  Henry  presented  the  petition  of  a  number 
of  citizens,  of  Beaver  county,  Pennsylvania,  pray- 
ing for  the  establishment  of  a  national  armory  for 
the  manufacturing  of  small  arms  at  the  falls  of 
Beaver  river,  in  said  county;  which  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs.] 

[Mri  Chapman  presented  the  memorial  of  the 
Legislature  of  Alabama,  asking  that  the  lands 
within  that  State,  lately  acquired  from  the  Cheio- 
kees,  may  be  surveyed  at  an  eaily  period:  relerred 
to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands.  Also  the  me- 
morial of  certain  citizens  of  Benton  county,  Ala- 
bama, who  lost  their  improvements  by  the  location 
of  Indian  reservations,  asking  that  Ihey  be  allowed 
to  enter  other  lands  in  lien  thereof:  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  House,  to  which  the 
bill  on  that  subject  has  been  committed.  Also  the 
,  petition  of  many  citizens  o(  Benton  aad  Cherokee 


counties,  Alabama,  praying  that  the  territory 
lately  acquired  from  the  Cherokee  Indians  may  be 
attached  to  the  Coosa  land  district,  the  register  of 
that  district  to  act  for  the  whole  district  when  unit- 
ed, and  the  land  officer  from  Mardisville,  removed 
to  Ladiga:  referred  to  the  same  committee  to  which 
to  establish  a  new  land  office  in  the  Cherokee  counr 
try  was  referred.] 

The  unfinished  business  of  this  morning  was  the 
report  by  Mr.  Clownet,  from  the  Committee 
on  the  Expenditures  of  the  War  Department,  the 
question  being  on  the  adoption  of  the  following  re- 
solution, with  which  the  report  concludes: 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be  directed 
to  require  from  Samuel  Lewis  the  repayment  of 
the  sum  of  eight  hundred  ((800)  dollars,  improper- 
ly allowed  to  him  for  the  services  of  his  son  Ed- 
ward (a  minor)  as  clerk  in  the  Pension  Bureau 
from  July,  1818,  to  July,  1819,  together  with  inte- 
rest from  the  day  he  received  the  same;  and  .upon 
the  refusal  or  neglect  of  the  said  Samuel  Lewis  to 
refund  the  said  sum  of  money  with  interest,  that 
the  Attorney  General  of  the  United  States  be,  and 
IS  hereby,  instructed  forthwith '  to  institute  preper 
legal  proceedings  for  the  recovery  of  the  same. 

Mr.  CLOWNEY  addressed  the  House  at  length 
to  show  that  this  money  bad  been  improperly  paid. 

Mr.  McKAY  slated  the  facts  in  support  of  the 
claim,  and  cited  the  letters  of  Messrs.  Cass,  Boyd, 
and  Edwards.  Mr.  McK.  admitted,  however,  that 
had  he  been  in  Mr.  Poinsett^  place,  he  should  not 
have  ordered  the  payment  of  this  money,  though  he 
was  decidedly  of  opinion  that  Lewis  had  an  equita- 
ble claim. 

Mr.  M*KENNAN  was  oppo&ed  to  the  resolution, 
because  it  would  involve  a  heavy  expense;  but  he 
insisted  that  the  Secretary  of  War  had  no  right  to 
have  paid  this  money  out  of  the  contingent  fund  of 
the  army,  and  his  doing  so  merited  the  s^everest  con- 
demnation of  the  House. 

Mr.  BOON  opposed  the  resolution;  but  said  he 
would  not  go  back  to  inquire  whether  a  previous 
contract  had  been  made.  All  he  wanted  to  know 
was,  whether  the  services  had  been  performed,  of 
which  there  was  abundant  evidence,  and  he  c^uld 
not,  therefore,  vote  for  the  resolution. 

Mr.  MARVIN  supported  the  resolution  as  the 
only  niiode  by  which  a  fraud  could  be  reached. 

Mr.  McKAY  said  it  had  been  the  practice  since 
the  formation  of  the  Government,  when  extra  force 
was  required,  for  the  DeparlmeniR  to  employ  tem- 
porary plerks,  and  pay  them  out  of  the  contingent 
fund. 

Mr.  EVERETT  said  it  was  time  this  objection- 
able practice  was  put  a  stop  to;  and,  therefore,  he 
moved  to  recommit  the  report,  with  the  following 
instructions: 

"To  ascertain  and  report  the  cases  in  which  mo- 
ney has  been  paid  under  the  direction  of  the  War 
Department,  out  of  the  contingent  fund,  to  every 
officer  of  the  Government,  for  arrearages  of  salary 
or  compensation  for  his  jjer vices." 

Mr.  ADAMS  sustained  the  allowance,  bwi  the 
hour  having  expired,  hi*  remarks  wer*?  arrested, 
and  the  subject  lies  over. 

The  SPEAKER  laid  before  the  House  sundry 
Executive  communications,  viz: 

1.  From  the  Secretary  of  War,  bein?  a  report  of 
the  number  of  clerks  aad  extra  clerks  employed  in 
that  Department. 

2.  From  the  same,  together  with  a  communica- 
tion from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  reports  of 
the  Third  Auditor,  and  the  Commissioner  of  Pen- 
sions, relative  to  the  third  section  of  the  act  of 
July  5, 1832,  for  liquidating  and  paying  certain 
claims  of  the  State  ef  Virginia. 

3.  From  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  trans- 
mitting a  report  from  the  First  Comptroller  and 
Auditor,  whether  the  standing  committees  of  Con- 
gress are  recognised  by  the  accounting  officers  of 
the  Department  as  a  proper  foundation  to  allow 
claims  against  the  United  States. 

4.  Prom  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  transmitting, 
for  the  use  of  the  members  of  the  House,  two  hun- 
dred and  seventy-five  copies  of  the  Naval  Register 
for  the  year  1839. 

FINANCIAL  STATEMENT. 
Mr.  CAMBRELENG,  by  leave,  stated  that  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  wished  to  make  a 


report,  containing  at  large  the  views  of  that  com- 
mittee in  regard  to  the  state  of  the  fbumees  gene 
rally;  and  said  that  the  committee  bad  come  to  the 
conclusion  that,  should  Congress  authorize  Uk 
usual  amount  of  aew  appropriations,  and  .'he  time 
millions  proposed  for  fortifications,  harbors,  &c.  it 
would  be  necessary  to  provide  five  or  six  millioos 
for  the  the  Treasury,  in  addition  to  all  the  resou^nxv 
and  receipts  existing  or  contemplated. 

The  report  having  been  then  made,  it  was  order-^ 
ed  that  it  lie  on  the  table  and  be  printed. 

Mr.  HAYNES  moved  for  the  printing  of  10,000f 
extra  copies  of  the  report. 

Mr.  SERGBAI^  opposed  this  motion,  and  was 
proceeding  to  give  his  reasons,  when  he  yielded  to 
the  suggestion  that,  unless  by  general  consent,  thau 
motion  must  lie  over  for  one  day.  It  lies  over  ac- 
cordingly. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  EVANS,  the  House  proceed- 
ed to  the  orders  of  the  day. 

Several  Executive  communications  were  n- 
oeiyed  and  referred. 

PRESIDENT'S  MESSAGE. 

On  motion  of  Bir.  HAYNES,  ihc  House  then 
went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  suite  of 
the  Union,  (Mr.  Adams  in  the  chair.) 

Mr.  HOWARD  moved  to  take  up  the  Nil  for 
the  liquidation  of  claims  of  American  citizen.^  for 
spoliations  by  France  prior  to  the  treaty  a>f  1801. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  said  the  gentleman  from 
Maryland  had  better  read  the  report  of  the  com* 
miltee  which  had  just  been  made,  before  he  pre»- 
ed  a  bill  which  would  require  the  appropriation  «C 
four  or  five  millions  of  dollars. 

Mr.  HOWARD  said  that  he  had  often  endeavor- 
ed  to  get  tH>  this  bill,  and  if  the  gentleman  had  Dot 
obstructed  it,  he  might  have    had  an  opportunity  ^ 
of  altering  his  report  so  as  to  cover  the  necessary 
amount. 

After  further  conversation  between  Messrs. 
HAYNES,  McKENNAN,  PICKENS,  HOW- 
ARD, and  CASEY,  as  to  the  order  of  business, 
the  question  was  taken  on  Mr.  Howard's  motion, 
and  negatived. 

On  motion    of  Mr.  HAYNES,  the  committee 
then  took  up  the  resolutions' offered  by  Mr.  H.  for 
referring  the  several  subjects  in  the  Presidcmt^ 
Message  to  their  appropnata  committees. 

After  further  conversation  between  Messrs. 
EVERETT,  HAYNES,  CAMBRELENG,  HOW- 
ARD.CUSHING,  and  GIDDINGS,  as  to  order. 

The  resolutions  moved  by  Mr.^  Hatncs  were 
read  in  succession,  and  the  following  were  agreed! 
to: 

1.  Retolved^  That  so  much  of  the  President's 
Message  as  refers  to  the  political  relations  of  the 
United  States  with  foreign  nations,  be  committed  to 
the  Committee  on  Foreigti  Affairs. 

2.  Re$ohed,  That  so  much  of  said  message  as 
relates  to  the  commerce  of  the  United  Slates  with 
foreign  nations,  be  referred  to  the  Committee  en 
Commerce. 

3.  tUflved,  That  so  much  of  said  message  as  re- 
lates to  the  finances,  to  the  collection,  safe-keeping, 
and  disbursement  of  the  public  revenue,  and  the 
punishment  of  public  defaulters,  be  commiUed  to 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

4.  fiesoioetf.  That  so  much  of  said  message  as  re- 
lates to  the  public  lands  be  referred  to  the  Commit* 
tee  on  the  Public  Lands. 

The  fiflh  resolution  was  then  read,  as  follows: 

5.  Re9ohed,  That  so  much  of  said  messa^  as  re- 
latea  to  Indian  affairs,  except  what  concerns  the 
defence  of  the  frotitiers  against  Indian  hostilities, 
and  the  protection  of  the  Indians  against  the  iniru* 
sions  of  the  citizens  of  the  United  Sute5,  be  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affaira. 

Mr.  EVERETT  went  into  a  general  review  of 
the  course  pursued  by  the  Government  of  the 
United  States  in  conducting  our  Indian  relations, 
with  a  view  to  show  that  the  position  of  the  mes- 
sage on  that  subject  was  contradicted  by  facts. 

When  he  had  concluded  his  remarks,  the  ques- 
tion was  taken,  and  the  resolution  agreed  to. 

The  fallowing  resolutions  were  then  agreed  to: 

6.  Resolved^  That  so  much  of  said  message  as 
relates  to  the  defence  of  the  frontiers  against  Indian 
hosiiiitie.>\  and  the  protection  of  the  Indian  tribes 
from  the  tntrnsions  pf  citizens,  of  the  United  Stales; 


CONGRESSIONAL.  GliOBE. 


25ra  Coiro»M.»..^SD  Sbss. 


MONDAY,  FEBRUARY  4.  1839- 


Volume  7 .No.  10*. 


BY  BLAIR  &  RIVES. 


-WEEKLY- 


PRICE  %\  PER  SESSION. 


[ContiDQed  from  No.  9.] 

so  much  thereof  as  relates  lo  ihe  estabiishmeDt  of 
a  Manufactory  of  small  arms  west  of  the  Alie- 
|hany  moiintaiiis,  and  to  a  manafactory  of  gun- 
powder; together  with  so  much  as  relates  to  the  re> 
port  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  and  the  pablic  inte- 
rests eatnistfld  to  the  War  Department,  except  ihe 
sabjeets  embraced  in  the  immediately  preceding 
lesolotioD,  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Mili- 
tary Aiairs. 

7.  Jgcielscrf,  That  so  much  of  said  message'  as 
iflales  to  the  militia  of  the  United  States  be  re- 

^ /erred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Militia. 

8.  JZcsolssd,  That  so  much  of  said  message  ai» 
relates  to  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy, 
and  the  interests  entrusted  to  the  Navy  Depart- 
ment, be  committed  to  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affiuis. 

9.  Xetoieerf,  That  so  mach  of  said  message  as 
rebles  to  the  report  of  the  Postmaster  General,  and 
the  condition  and  operations  of  tlie  Post  OfiSce  De- 
partment, be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Post 
Ofice  and  Poet  Roads. 

10.  Boohed^  That  so  mach  of  said  message  as 
relates  to  the  District  of  Columbia,  be  commit- 
ted to   the   Committee  for   the  District  of  Co- 


The  following  resolntion  having  been  read: 
11.  Bemhedf  That  so  mach  of  said  message  as 
kUUcs  to  the  establishment  of  a  national  foundry 
far  cannon,  to  be  common  to  the  service  of  the  ar- 
my and  navy  of  the  United  States,  be  referred  to 
a  select  committee,   to  report  by  bill  or  othei- 


Tlie  qnestion  was  put,  and  it  was  rejected  (as  un- 
neeeaaary,  a  report  having  been  made  by  a  select 
oonmitiee  on  that  subject.) 

The  following  resolution  was  then  read: 

12.  Bached,  That  so  much  of  said  message  as 
relates  to  the  questions  arising  out  of  the  manda- 
mus issoed  by  the  Circuit  Court  of  the  District  of 
Colnmbia,  at  the  relation  of  Su)ckton  and  Stokes, 
against  the  Postmaster  General,  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

On  this  resolution  a  debate  of  considerable  length 
~  in  which 


Mr.  EVERETT  went  into  a  history  of  the  case, 
and  a  review  of  the  decision  of  the  Court. 

Mr.  HOWARD  replied,  and  advocated  the  reso- 
Jation. 

Mr.  MASON  of  Ohio  went  at  cohsiderable  length 
»lo  a  commentary  of  the  case,  and  the  effect  of  the 
ODon^  decision  of  it,  in  which  he  eulogized  ihe 
CocDt,  and  remarked  with  severity  on  the  course  of 
Ike  Kzeeutive  officers  in  the  casv. 

Mr.  CRARY  replied:  spoke  in  vindication  of  the 
]nle  Fkcaident,  and  argued  to  defend  the  language 
of  the  menage  in  relation  to  the  "anti-republican 
leDdencies  of  associated  wealth."  In  the  course  of 
h0. remarks  he  replied  to  several  positions  taken  by 
Mr.  Bbll,  in  a  speech  in  which  he  reviewed  the 
aiieaaage  of  the  Presi  'ent.  Having  proceeded  some 
lime,  he  yielded  to  a  motion  that  the  committee  rise; 
whiudi  motion  prevailing,  the  committee  rose  and 
jeponed  those  resolutions  which  had  been  agreed  to 
by  the  committee. 

The  Houae  concurred  in  the  resolutions  reported, 
nmd  then  adjourned. 


IN  SENATE, 
Friday,  January  25, 1639. 

The  PRESIDENT  submitted  a  communication 
tern  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  transmitting  sixty 
empkam  of  the  Navy  Register  for  1839;  which  was 
laid  upon  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  presented  a  memorial,  praying 
/or  an  appropriation  for  the  improvement  of  the 
terborof  Milwankicj  which  was  referred  to  the 
OaatUBiitee  on  Commerce. 

Itfr.  W.  also  presented  a  memorial  fVom  officers 
c€  tbe  line  of  the  army,  praying  for  an  equaliza- 
tio&  t>f  their  pay  with  the  offieen  of  the  staff; 


which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs. 

Mr.  ROBINSON  presented  a  memorial  from 
citizens  of  the  northern  portion  of  the  State  of  Illi- 
nois, praying  for  the  creation  of  an  additional  land 
district;  which  was  laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

Mr.  SEVIER,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Public 
Lands,  to  which  had  been  referred  the  memorial  of 
citizens  of  the  parish  of' Concordia,  in  the  State  of 
Louisiana,  reported  a  bill  to  transfer  to  the  inhabi- 
tants, of  the  parish  ef  Concordia  the  interest  of  the 
United  States  to  certain  tracts  of  land;  which  was 
read,  and  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  BENTON  presented  the  petition  of  the  heirs 
of  Joseph  Robideaux;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims. 

Mr.  SMITH  of  Connecticut,  from  the  Commit- 
tee on  Revolutionary  Claims,  to  which  had  been 
referred  the  petition  of  Colonel  P.  H.  Wcissenfels, 
asked  to  be  di>charged  from  tbe  farther  considera- 
tion thereof;  which  was  agreed  »o. 

Mr.  NILC3,  from  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Relations,  to  which  had  been  referred  the  memo- 
rial of  WiKiam  A.  Slacup,  for  compensation  for 
services,  reported  a  bill  for  his  relief;  which  was 
read,  and  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  YOUNG,  from  the  Committee  on  Roads 
and  Canals,  reported  a  bill  granting  a  portion  of  the 
public  lands,  for  the  purposes  therein  expressed,  lo 
the  Mississippi  and  Rock  River  Canal  Company; 
which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  CLAY  of  Kentucky  presented  a  memorial 
of  citizens  of  Philadelphia,  praying  Congress  to 
take  measures  Ibr  a  congress  of  nations;  which 
was  referred  to  tbe  Committee  on  Foreign  Rela- 
tions. 

Mr.  CLAY  of  Alabama  presented  a  memorial 
of  the  Legislature  of  Alabama,  asking  for  an 
amendment  to  the  pre-emption  law  passed  at  the 
last  session  of  Conipress;  which  was  ireferred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  YOUNG,  from  the  Committee  on  Roads  and 
Canals,  to  which  was  referred  the  inquiry  into  the 
expediency  of  making  appropriations  for  the  conti- 
nuation of  the  Cumberland  road  to  the  Blississippi 
river,  reported  the  following  resolution: 

Retohed^  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be  in- 
structed to  cause  an  estimate  to  be  made  of  the 
sums  that  will  be  necessary  to  complete  the  con- 
struction of  the  Cumberland  road  through  the 
States  of  Ohio,  Indiana  and  Illinois,  to  ihe  Missis- 
sippi river,  and  of  the  additional  amount  that  will 
be  required  to  extend  the  same  to  the  city  of  Jeffei^ 
son,  in  the  State  of  Missouri — designating  the  cost 
of  the  same  in  each  State  respectively,  and  the  ag- 
gregate sum  that  will  be  necessary  to  cover  the 
whole  expense — showing,  as  far  as  practicable,  tbe 
separate  cost  of  locating  and  grading  said  road  in 
each  Slate,  for  the  construction  of  bridges,  and 
Macadamizing  the  same,  with  the  relative  amounts 
that  will  probably  be  expended  in  the  original  con- 
struction of  said  work,  and  in  making  necessary 
repairs  during  the  progress  of  the  same,  and  before 
ils  completion,  for  the  purpese  of  enabling  the  Se- 
nate to  judge  whether  it  will  not  be  advisable,  both 
as  it  regards  the  interest  of  the  United  States  and 
the  several  States  more  immediately  interested  in 
the  construction  of  said  road,  to  make  an  appropri- 
ation sufficient  to  complete  the  same,  payable  in 
annual  instalments  to  the  several  States  respective- 
ly within  the  limits  of  which  the  unfinished  parts  of 
eaid  road  is  situate;  upon  the  condition  that  the  said 
States  will  agree  to  accept  and  apply  the  money 
thus  appropriated  to  the  objects  intended,  and  there- 
after discharge  the  United  States  from  any  further 
appropriations;  and  upon  the  further  condition  that 
the  said  States  shall  have  authority,  and  it  shall  be 
their  duty,  to  keep  the  same  in  good  repair  after 
its  completion,  and  shall  allow  the  arms  and  muni- 
tions of  war  of  the  General  Government  to  pass 
toll  free,  and  that  he  report  said  estimate,  when 
made,  at  the  next  session  of  Congress. 

Mr.  TIPTON,  frop  the  Committee  on  Roads 


aod  Canals,  to  which  had  been  referred  the  memo- 
rial of  Lysander  Spooner,  praying  for  an  appro- 
priation by  Congress  for  the  improvement  of  the 
Maumee  riyer,  asked  to  be  discharged  from  the 
further  consideration  thereof;  which  was  agreed  lo. 

Mr.  T.  from  tbe  same  committee,  asked  to  be 
discharged  from  the  further  consideration  of  the 
msmorial  of  Edward  B.  Tippet;  which  was  agreed 
to. 

Mr.  T.  from  the  same  committee,  asked  to  be 
discharged  from  the  further  consideration  of  the 
memorial  ol  M.  Allen,  for  the  improvement  of  the 
navigation  of  the  Ohio  river,  and  that  it  be  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Commerce;  which  was  agreed 
to. 

Mr.  VVALL,  from  the  Committee  on.  the  Judi- 
ciary, rcponed  a  bill  for  the  reoiganizaiion  of  the 
Courtis  I.  f  the  United  States  in  the  Dihtrict  of  Ala- 
bama; which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  a  second 
reading. 

Mr.  CLAY  of  Alabama,  after  some  remarks  on 
the  necessity  of  the  speedy  passage  of  this  bill, 
asked  that  it  should  be  ordered  to  1^  engrossed  for 
a  third  leading;  which  was  agreed  to;  and  the  bill 
was  ordered  to  be  engrossed. 

Mr.  BENTON  presented  an  extract  from  the 
message  of  Governor  Call  to  the  legislative  council 
of  the  Territory  of  Florida,  relating  to  the  war 
with  the  Seminoles;  which  was  laid  on  the  table, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  B.  gave  notice  that  on  Monday  be  would 
call  up  for  consideration  the  bill  providing  for  the 
armed  occupation  of  tbe  Territory  of  Florida. 

Mr.  WALL,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Ju- 
diciary, to  which  the  subject  had  been  referred, 
reported  a  bill  to  quiet  the  titles  of  bona  fide 
purchases  under  Spanish  grants,  permits,  and 
orders  of  survey;  which  was  read,  and  ordered 
to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  W.  also,  from  the  same  committee,  asked 
to  be  discharged  from  the  further  consideration  of 
the  presentment  of  the  grand  jury  of  the  d  strict . 
court  of  South  Carolina,  in  favor  of  an  increase 
of  compensation  to  the  officers  of  said  court;  and 
the  memorial  of  the  executors  of  James  Rody; 
which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  TIPTON,  from  the  Committee  on  Roads  and 
Canals,  to  which  had  been  referred  a  communica- 
tion from  the  Secretary  of  War,  in  relation  to  the 
improvement  of  the  harbor  of  Michigan  city,  made 
a  report  thereon,  accompanied  by  the  following  re- 
solution: 

Resolved^  That  the  plan  of  the  works  for  the  im- 
provement of  the  harbor  at  Michigan  city  shall  be 
such  as  may  be  approved  by  the  Secretary  of  War. 

Mr.  HUBBARD,  from  the  Committee  on  Claims, 
asked  to  be  discharged  from  the  further  considera- 
tion of  the  memorial  of  James  Radcliff;  which  was 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  RIVES,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval  Af- 
fairs, to  which  ;was  referred  the  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Irvine  Shubrick,  reported  the  same  without  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  R.  presented  a  memorial  from  officers  of  the 
revenue  service,  praying  that  the  benefits  of  the 
navy  pension  law  may  be  extended  to  them;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce.  ' 

Mr.  R.  also  presented  a  petition  from  citizens  of 
Alum  Spring,  Rockbridge  county,  for  a  mail  route; 
which  W21S  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Pose 
Office  and  Post  Roads. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS  of  Missisippi,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Revolutionary  Claims,  to  which  had  been 
referred  the  joint  resolution  from  the  House  for  the 
relief  of  the  heirs  of  Charles  Brown,  reported  the 
same  without  amendment. 

Mr^  YOUNG  submitted  tbe  followi^  resolatioBy 
which  was  considered  and  agreed  to: 

Resolved,  That  tbe  Secretary  of  War  be  reqnirad 
to  report  to  the  Senate  whether  or  not  Fort  Ann- 
strong,  on  Rock  island,  in  the  State  oOllinoii,  has 
been  abandoned  as  a  military  post  hf^ie  troops  of  ' 
the  United  States;  and  if  so,  what  disposition  has 
been  made  of  the  lortificatioos  and  pubUiP  ^oi^i^a 
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of  that  place:  wheter  any  order  has  been  issued 
from  the  War  Department  to  remove  from  the  oo- 
eapancy  of  the  said  island  any  of  the  citizens  of  Il- 
linois; and  if  so,  under  what  ciicumstaooes  the 
same  was  issued. 

On  moifon  by  Mr.  NORVELL, 

Ordered^  That  the  petition  and  accompanying 
papers  of  Wifliam  Wliitehead,  relative  to  making 
Indian  Key  a  port  of  entry,  be  piiated. 

Mri  KING,  from  the  Commiiiee  on  Commerce, 
to  which  had  been  referred  the  memorial  of  the 
Plum  Island  Bridge  and  Turnpike  Company,  pray- 
ing compensation  for  a  bridge  destroyed  by  the 
erecdbn  of  a  breakwater  by  the  Government,  re- 
ported fi  bill  for  its  relief;  which  was  read,  and  or- 
di^red  16  a  second  reading. 

Mji*.  CRITTENDEN  presented  the  petition  of 
Jesse  Cline;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Pensions. 

The  following  bills  were  severally  read  a  third 
time  and  passed: 

The  bill  for  ihc  relief  of  William  H.  Robertson, 
Samuel  H.  Garrow  and  J.  W.  Simonton. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  William  B.  Ferguson 
and  sureties. 

The  bill  supplementary  to  the  act  entitled  "An 
act  to  establish  branches  of  the  Mint  of  the  United 
States,'*  approved  March  3,  1835. 
'  The  biil  to  amend  an  act  entitled  ''An  act  to  au- 
thorize the  State  of  Tennessee  to  issue  grams  and 
perfect  titles  to  certain  lands  therein  described,  and 
to  settle  the  claims  to  the  vacant  and  unappropri- 
ated lands  within  the  same,''  passed  April  18, 1836. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Henry  Wilson,  confirm- 
ing purchases  of  certain  land  in  Arkansas. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Peier  Bargy,  jr. 

The  joint  resolution  authorizing  the  President  of 
the  United  Stales  to  cause  certain  surveys  to  be 
made. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  WRIGHT,  the  report  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and  the  Message 
from  the  President  of  the  United  States,  in  answer 
to  ttiG  resolutions  submitted  by  Mr.  Rives  in  rela- 
tion to  ihf  transactions  between  the  GK)vemment 
and  the  United  States  Bank  in  negotiating  the  sale 
of  the  bonds  of  the  Bank,  &c.  were  taken  up  for 
consideration.  Mr.  Wright  addressed  the  Senate 
at  length  in  defence  of  the  course  of  the  officers  of 
ihe  Gbvemment  in  the  tiansaciion;  and  was  replied 
to  Mr.  RnrKs.    Pending  the  discussion. 

The  Senate  adjourned  till  Monday. 

HOUSE  OP  REPRESENTATIVES, 
FaiDAT,  Jan.  25, 1839. 

Mr.  PICKENS,  on  leave,  from  the  Committee 
on  Naval  Affairs,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 
bolohel  Robert  D.  Wainwright. 

The  House  then  resumed  the  unfinished  business 
pf  yesterday  morning,  being  the  case  of  Samuel 
Lewis,  the  question  being  on  the  motion  to  recom- 
mit, with  instructions,  by  Mr.  Everett,  as  stated 
in  anothei^  column. 

Mr.  ADAMS  concluded  his  remarks,  and  was 
followed  in  reply  by  Mr.  MORRIS  of  Ohibj  when, 
on  motion  ^of  Mr.  POPE,  the  wh«le  subject  was 
laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  DARLINGTON,  from  the  Committee  of 
ClaTBlis,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Charles 
Bennett. 

Mr.  CUBRMAN,  from  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce, moved  to  recommit  the  light-house  bill  to 
the  Committee  on  Commerce;  which  motion  was 
opposed  by  Messrs.  CHAMBERS  and  ADAMS, 
and  supported  by  the  mover  and  Mr.  CAMBRE- 
LENG,  when  it  was  agreed  to— ayes  82,  n»  es  57. 

Mr.  CASEY,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Public 
Lands,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Menz  Gil- 
lespi^,  late  a  soldier  in  the  army  of  the  United 
Slates. 

Mr.  I/>OMtS;  fropi  the  same  cbmmitte,  report- 
ed a  bill  gnthtfng  to  the  Portage  Canal  Company 
aid  in  the  construction  of  their  canal. 
.  Mr:  STUART;  ifrom  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
made  an  nafaveirible  report  on  the  petition  o(  Elias 

Wfltwr? 

Bfi^^  OfBQV!VaB,-from  the  ^me  committee, 
imMk  HHfavdAibTe  reports  ba  the  petition  of  Wil- 
liaff)  PltCflclrand  Thomas  Kdley. 

Mr.  LXK9MIS,fn»m  the  Committee  on  Public 


Lands,  made  an  unlkvomble  report  on  the  petiUon 
of  Isaac  Morrow  and  others. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CONNOR,  the  Committee  on 
the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads  was  discharged 
from  the  further  consideration  of  the  resolution  of 
House,  proposing  to  modify  the  law  regulating 
postage,  so  as  to  authorize  all  public  newspapers  to 
be  carried  free  of  poi>tage  within  the  limits  of  coun- 
ties where  priutcd;  also^  the  resclution  proposing 
to  abolish  postage  on  newspapers  and  periodicals; 
also,  the  resolution  proposing  to  conform  the  rates 
of  postage  to  the  recommendations  of  the  Post- 
master General;  also,  the  resolution  proposing  to 
restrict  the  franking  privilege. 

Mr.  C.  also,  from  the  same  committee,  made  an 
unfavorable  report  on  the  petition  of  Joel  Beaman. 

Mr.  LEADBETTER,  from  the  same  committee, 
made  an  unfavorable  report  on  the  petition  cf  John 
S.  Burnett. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  ROBINSON,  the  Committee 
on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads  was  discharged 
from  the  further  consideration^  of  the  memorial  of 
John  Norris  of  Pennsylvania,  and  the  petitioner 
had  leave  to  withdraw  his  papers. 

Mr.  BANKS,  from  the  Commiiiee  on  Indian 
Affairs,  made  an  unfavorable  report  on  the  peti- 
tion Francis  Rivaud. 

Mr.  EVERETT,  from  the  same  committee, 
made  an  unfavorable  report  on  the  petition  of  John 
M'Clenahan. 

Mr.  GARLAND  of  Va.  from  the  Committee  on 
the  Judiciary,  reported  a  bill  to  restore  jurisdiction  to 
the  district  courts  of  the  northern  district  of  New 
York,  and  to  regulate  said  courts. 

Mr.  CRAIG,  from  the  Committee  on  Revolu- 
tionary Claims,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the 
legal  representatives  of  William  Hawes,  deceased. 

Mr.  McKAY,  from  the  Committee  on  Military 
Afiairs,  reported  a  bill  making  appropriations  for 
the  defence  of  the  Northern  and  Western  frontier. 

Also,  a  joint  resolution  making  it  the  duty  of  the 
Attorney  General  of  the  United  States  to  examine 
into  the  titles  of  land  purchased  by  the  United 
States,  for  the  purpose  of  erecting  thereon  armo- 
ries and  other  public  works,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses; which  was  read  twice,  and  its  further  con- 
sideration postponed  till  Tuesday  next. 

Also,  a  hill  to  amend  the  act  of  2d  July,  1838, 
to  provide  for  the  belter  protection  of  the  Western 
frontier,  d^.  and  also  so  much  of  the  army  appropri- 
ation bill  as  provides  for  the  removal  of  the  troops 
from  Fort  Gibson,dbc.;  which,having  been  read  twice, 
Mr.  M.  moved  the  engrossment  of,  but  arier  some 
remarks  from  Messrs.  MERCER  and  YELL,  the 
House  elapsed  before  the  motion  was  decided,  and 
the  House  passed  to  the  orders  of  the  day. 

The  SPEAKER  laid  before  the  House  a  com- 
munication from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  trans- 
mitting, in  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the 
House  of  the  14 1  inst.  copies  of  proceedings  of  two 
court  martials,  ordered  on  .certain  charges  brought 
by  Commodore  Elliott,  against  Lieutenant  C.  D. 
Hunter,  upon  which  the  laUer  was  acquitted,  to- 
gether wjth  copies  of  charges  preferred  by  LieuL 
Hunter,  againa  Commodore  Elliott. 

Mr.  LINCOLN,  on  leave,  presented  to  the 
Hou^  a  communication  from  Commodore  Elliott, 
explanatory  of  the  circumstances  upon  which 
Lieut.  Hunter  founds  his  complaints  against  him; 
which  communication,  in  connection  with  that  of 
the  Secretary,  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table,  and 
be  printed. 

Mr.  CHAMBERS  moved  that  the  House  go  into 
committee  on  the  general  private  calendar;  but, 
aAer  some  conversation, 

Mr.  THOMAS,  the  rules  having  been  suspended 
for  the  purpose,  moved  tb.e  adoption  of  the  follow- 
ing amendment  to  the  rules,  submitted  by  him 
someiime  since: 

Ritolvtt^  That  the  rules  of  the  House  be  amend- 
ed^ by  adiling  to  the  twentieth  rule  the  words  fol- 
lowing: And  on  the  first  and  third  Friday  of  each 
month,  the  calendar  of  private  bills  shall  be  called 
over,  and  ihe  bills,  to  the  passage  of  which  no  ob-' 
jection  shall  be  made,  shall  be  first  considered  and 
disposed  of;  private  hills  from  the  Senate  having  ^■ 
prefe/eocc.over  private  bills  of  the  House. 

Mr.  T.  now  modified  the  resolution,  so  .as  to 
read  the  first  and  "  fourth"  Fridays. 


Mr.  EVANS  briefly  opposed  iu 

Mr.  TOUCEY  demanded  \hp  previous  qf^^pa; 
which  was  carried,  and  the  resolution  agreed  to. 

The  House  then  went  into  Committee,  Mr.  Mc- 
Kknnan  in  the  chair,  on  a  large  number  of  private 
bills.  Those  giving  rise  to  debate  were  laid  aside, 
not  to  be  reported. 

The  committee  reported  to  the  House  numeroos 
bills,  without  amendment,  which  were  severally  or- 
dered to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES, 
SATuaOAY,  January  36, 1839. 

Mr.ORANT,  Mr.  KEIM,andMr.  DOWN- 
ING,  on  leave,  presented  peiitions. 

[Mr.  Kkim  presented  the  petition  of  John  Vaik- 
derslioe,  son  of  Henry  VandersUce,  asking  pay- 
ment of  a  certificate  from  Onartermaster  General, 
for  forage  supplied  to  the  American  army  in  1780, 
by  his  father,  which,  on  motion,  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims.] 

[Mr.  GaANT  presented  the  petition  of  Edmund 
Curtis,  and  eight  hundred  other  citizcas  of  the 
county  of  Oswego,  New  York,  praying  Congresa*. 
tor^beal  or  essentially  modify  the  bill  passed  at 
the  last  session,  known  as  the  neuwality  law; 
whicht  on  his  motion,  was  referred  to  the  Commit* 
tee  ou  Foreign  Aflfairs.] 

Mr.  BRONSON,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Territories,  reported  a  bill  to  provide  for  the  elec- 
tion of  public  buildings  in  the  Territory  of  Fiocida. 

Also,  a  resolution  proposing  to  set  apart  Moodajr  • 
and  Tuesday,  the  11th  and  12th  days  of  FebrMnr,  •. 
for  the  consideration  of  Territorial  business,  «ad 
bills  relating  to  the  Territories,  and  that  they,  hjlte 
preference  over  all  other  business  on  those  days. 

Mr.  TILLINGHAST  moved  to  inaeit  ifas 
words  ''on  Monday,  after  the  States  have  facea 
called  (or  resolutions;"  which  was  agreed  lo. 

The  resolution  was  then  concurred  in — ^ayes 
107,  noes  not  counted. 

Mr.  FRY,  from  the  Committee  on  Revolutioaafy 
Pensions,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Chaanoey 
Wright. 

Mr.  BOND,  from  the  same  committee,  reported 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of  James  B.  Wright. 

Mr.  MERCER,  from  the  Committee  on  Boada 
and  Canals,  ireported,  with  an  amendment,  Seaale 
bill  to  relinqaish  to  the  State  of  Alabama  the  two 
per  cent.  fund. 

Also,  with  a  similar  amendment.  Senate  bill  to 
relinquish  to  the  State  of  Missussippi  her  two  per 
cenL  fund. 

Mr.  FILLMORE,  from  the  same  committee,  re* 
ported  a  bill  making  appropriations  for  improving 
the  Alleghany  river  from  the  mouth  o'l  Clean. 

Mr.  LINCOLN,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Public  Buildings  and  Grounds,  reported  a  hill  to 
provide  fur  the  erection  of  a  fire  proof  building  lor 
the  use  of  the  Department  of  War,  and  sundry 
documents  from  the  Secreiary  of  War,  in  relatioiL 
to  the  estimated  cost  thereof,  were  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

Mr.  ADAMS,  from  the  joint  committee  of  the 
twoHooses  of  the  Smithsonian  bequest,  moved 
that  certain  documents  in  relation  thereto  be 
printed. 

Mr.  A.  also  reported  a  joint  resolution  authon- 
zing  the  employment  of  a  c'.erk  and  tu  have  such 
papers  printed  as  they  deemed  necessary. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL  of  Tennessee,  from  the  CoiQr 
mittee  of  Claims,  reported  a  bill  extending  tiie  pfXH 
visions  of  the  amendatory  act  of  October  i4y  ItsST", 
providing  for  the  payment  of  horses  lost  or  de«  . 
stroyed  in  the  service  of  the  United   States,  aoi  ' 
mdVed  its  engrossm<»nt;  but,  nficr  some  conversa- 
tion, it  was  committed  to  a   Committee  of    the 
Whole  on  the  stato  of  the  Union. 
•    Mr.  BOULDIN,  on  leave,  presented  cerlaia  19- 
solutions  of  the  corporate  auih'^rities  of  the  ci\y.  of' 
Washington;  which,  on  bis  mjt.on,  were  refenpad  ^ 
to  the  Committee  on  the  District  of  Columbia* 

Mr.'COLES,  from  the  Committee  on  liiliuicy 
Affairs,  made  an  unfavorable  report  on  theeptitipm 
of  Joel  Henry  Dyer. 

Mr.  EWING,  from  the  Committee  on  BevoHK 
tionary  Pensions^  made  an  unfavorable  Defior^i^B 
the  petition  of  Elisabeth  Jonea. 

Mr.  JOHNSON  of  Yirg^iit,  (ion   the 
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A  bill  for  the  relief  of  James  Moor. 

A  bill  for  (he  relief  of  the  hern  of  Joseph  8a^ 
ford,  of  Nev  Hamp^ire,  deceased. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  and  legal  repr^ 
seutatives  of  the  late  Robert  Farmer,  deceaswi. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  William  Moor. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Parish  Carter  and  heirs 
of  Chas. Williamson,  deceased. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Eiienne  La  Lande,  of 
Alabama. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Margaret  Klagsbury. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Henry  L.  Reviere. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representatives 
of  Daniel  Warner,  decea^d. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  AmeHa  Leach. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Oliver  Welch. 

A  bill  fat  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  Francis 
Jarvis,  df^-ased. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Us-se-Yoholo. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Milley  Yates. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  representatives  of 
Henry  R.chardson,  deceased. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Spencer  C.  Gist. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Benjamin  Hewitt. 

A  Mil  to  allow  additional  compensation  to  Wil« 
liam  Gasby. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Huldah  Taylor. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  B.  Lasala,  of  New 
York. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Charlelain  Porevert. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  James  W.  Osboro,  of  Bal- 
timore. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Lewis  B.  Willis,  for- 
merly actmg  deputy  surveyor  of  Mississippi. 

A  hill  for  the  relief  of  William  W.  Stevenson 
and  Joseph  Henderson. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Davlin. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Robert  Murray. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Tilford  Taylor. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Wiley  and  Jefferson 
Greer. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Whitsett. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Jonathan  Boone. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  William  Marbury. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Stephen  Marsters. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Willis  Stevens  and  wife. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  T.  Tr-plelt. 

A  bill  to  authorize  the  seulement  of  the  accounts 
of  Captain  Jesse  Copeland. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Henry  Lynch. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Samuel  D.  Walker. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  H.  Pease. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Gilbert  H.  Smith  and 
others. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Frederick  Frey  an^  Co. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  James.M.  Tuttle. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  iDixon. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Polly  Lemon. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Henry  Stoker,  William  G. 
Belknap,  and  Benjamin  Walker. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  William  Washington  Big- 
ham. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Aaron  Stout. 

A  hill  for  the  relief  of  James  Cooper. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Borey. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  William  C.  Hazard. 

A  bill  to  authorize  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to 
purchase  a  tract  of  land  of  the  heirs  of  John  Har- 
ris, navy  yard,  Charlestown,  Massachusetts. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Dudley  Walker. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Samuel  Hambleton,  a 
purser  in  the  navy  of  the  United  States. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  representatives  of  Ben- 
jamin Hodges. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Cornelius  Manning. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  representatives  ofWm. 
Tudor,  jr. 

A  biH  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  Todd. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  H.  Perkins. 

A  bin  for  the  relief  of  John  Kern^and  John  D. 
George. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  McCarroU,  jr. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Marcus  Gtniney  and  Wil* 
Ham  Gorham. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  William  Culver. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  George  Innes. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  and  assignees 
of  Peter  Alba,  deceased. 


oGmmitcee,  made  an  arifkvorable  report  on  the  pe- 
tition of  Ellen  West. 

Ur.  BiOR6AN,-fr(Mii  the  same  committee,  made 
SB  nafkvorable  report  on  the  petition  of  William 
Meade. 

Mr.  PLUMER,  from  the  Committee  on  Invalid 
Pfeasions,  made  an  unfavorable  report  on  the  peti- 
tioaof  Charles  Soott. 

Mr.  SALTONSTTALL,  from  the  Oommhite  of 
Claims,  made  an  unfavorable  report  on  the  {ieiiiion 
of  Moees  E.  Levy. 

Mr.  MASON  of  Viiginia,  froni  the  Commhieti 
flo  Cemmeree,  made  unfavorable  reports  apon  the 
etiiions  of  John  H.  Russell,  Levi  Etdrldfe,  and 


pennons 
Naihan 


Oo  motion  of  Mr.  CONNOR,  the  Coomittee 
on  tbePlDst  Office  and  Post  Roads  was  diaoharged 
tnm  the  fardier  consideration  of  the  resolution  of 
the  House,  proposing  to  inqaiie  into  the  expedi- 
ency of  so  regelating  the  postage  as  to  receive  mo* 
iMyof  the  United  States,  and  dispense  with  frao 
tJMai  parts  of  cents. 

Abo,  on  motion  of  Mr.  CONNOR,  -the  same 
eommittee  was  discharged  from  the  farther  con- 
sderaikm  of  the  petitions  of  Jc^n  Sargent  and 
flamael  Martin. 

Mr.  ADAMS,  from  the  Committee  on  Mannfac- 
toies,  reported  an  amendment  to  the  "bill  imposing 
a  duty  on  starch,"  which  was  referred  to  the  ssme 
Committee  of  the  Whole  as  had  ehaige  of  the  bill. 

The  eommitiees  having  been  called  through. 

The  CHAIR  annoonced  the  unfinished  bostoess 
of  the  morning  hoar  to  be  the  motion  of  Mr. 
HiTns  to  print  ten  thousand  extra  copies  of  ihe 
report  made  by  Mr.  CiMBaELBNO,  from  the  Com- 
nitiseerWays  and  Means,  on  the  state  of  the 
Treastfy. 

Mr.  McKENNAN  moved  to  postpone  the  ques- 
tion till  Tuesday  next,  en-  account  of  the  absence 
flf  Mr.  Sbbobant,  (that  gentleman  being  entitled  to 
theiloor,)  who  was  engaged  this  morning  in  the 
Sajveme  Court. 

Mr.  ADAMS  remarked  that  this  was  a  very  im« 
ponaat  dociunf  at,  and  he  saw  no  reason  why  it 
dvuM  be  delayed  being  printed  and  plaeed  belbre 
the  people. 

Ml,  McKENNAN  agam  explained  as  before. 

Mr.  HAYNES  said  he  recognized  no  right  in 
uy  one  to  absent  himself  from  that  House  unless 
fieni  unavoidable  illness.  He  eonsidered  the  pub- 
he  mtereat  paramount  to  ewtry  thing  else. 

Mr.  GRANT  then  demanded  the  previous  ques* 

tiOB. 

Mr,  MITCHELL  moved  the  reading  of  the  re- 


Mft  POTTS  HMved  a  call  of  the  House;  lost. 

The  HcMiae  refused  to  second  the- demand  for  the 
previoaa  qoestion— ayes  71,  noes  73;  and  the  que»* 
tioa  of  poetpoaemeni  liU  Tuesday  was  discussed' 
farther  by  M«srs.  NAYLOR,  MeKfiNNAN, 
HAYNSS,  TICLINGHAST,  PICKENS,  iilD- 
IHJB,  aad  CRAIG,  when  the  hour  elap«ed,  and  the 
softqjecc  lias  OYtr. 

Sundry  hills  from  the  Senate  were  taken  up> 
x«ai  twiee»  and  referred  to  their  appropriate  stand- 


"« 


!  Tennesaee  land  bill,  from  the  Senate,  bedig 
tMkem  op  and  read  twice, 

Mr.  SHIELDS  moved  to  poelpone  its  oonsidera- 
tiea  till  Tuesday  nexr. 

Mr.  LEWIS  WILUAMS  moved  to  refer  it  to 
the  select  committee  of  twenty-six  on  the  public 


The  former  motion  having  precedence,  was  pat 
and  agreed  to,  and  the  bill  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Jir..  YELL,  on  leave,  presented  an  amendment 
he  iniended  to  submit  to  said  biU  when  it  came  up, 
sod  it  was  oidered  to  be  printed. 

The  bill  for  iherelief  of  Peters,  Moore  and  Com* 
pa /and  others,  came  np  on  the  motion  lo  lay  it 


TWb  jmofkft  was  now  negatived,  and  Mr.  GA* 
~  to  reobmiait  the  bill  to  the  Post  Office 

»,  with  instraetiens  so  to  amend  it  as  to 
cafior  sM  aimilar  castes. 

Mr.  CONNOR  solieiled  Mr.  Casbt  to  withdraw 
hii  iuaendgaelit;  whereupon 

Mt.  GASSY  siid-fae  could  not  wUhdcaw  his  aro- 
jtaHMmtto  leenAlmtt  to  the  Committee  oa  the  bom 


Office  and  Post  Roads,  with  instructions.  The 
claim  proposed  to  be  settled  by  this  bill  was,  for 
any  thing  he  knew,  a  just  claim,  and,  as  such,  he 
had  no  objection;  but  his  only  wish  was  to  have  the 
bill  so  amended  as  to  embrace  the  cases  of  some  of  his 
coostitueot^,  who,asheunderstood,  hadbeen  mined 
by  their  contracts  with  the  Post  Office  Department, 
and  whose  just  claims  that  Department  had  refused  to 
aUow.  He  repeated,  he  only  wished  all  just  claims 
treated  alike.  If  they  were  just,  they  should  be 
aJlowedpf  not,  let  them  be  rejected. 

The  motion  being  divided,  after  some  discu»- 
aioit  between  M«asrs.  CASSY,  CONNOR,  HALL, 
CHAFMAK,  and  McKENNAN— 

Mx.  CHAMBERS,  in  order  to  reach  other 
claims,  made  a  motioA  he  said  he  had  never  made 
in  a  legislative  body  before,  vie:  demanding  the 
previous  question;  but  he  withdrew  it  at  the  earnest 
request  of 

Mr.  POTTER  addressed  the  House  in  support 
of  the  bill  for  a  short  time,  and  then  renewed  Mr. 
Chambxrs*s  motion,  which,  prevailing,  the  pre- 
vious question  was  seconded — 76  to  52,  and  the 
main  question  on  the  passage  of  the  bill  having 
been  ordered, 

Mr.  HOWARD  saiil  that,  desiring  to  record 
his  name  against  the  bill,  though  h«  believed  the 
claimauLs  entitled  to  relief,  but  objected  to  the 
mode,  he  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays,  which 
were  ordered,  and  were— yeas  62,  nays  89. 

So  the  bill  was  rejected;  but 

Mr.  CHAMBERS  immediately  moved  a  vote 
of  reconsideration,  for  the  purpose  of  giving  its 
frienda  an  opportnnity  of  moving  to  recommit  it; 
which  motion  was  briefly  discussed  bv  MesuCS. 
HOWARD  and  CONNOR,  when  Mr.  PETRIKIN 
demanded  the  previous  question ,  which  prevailed; 
the  rejection  was  reconsidered,  and  the  bill  recom- 
mitted lo  the  Post  Office  Commitice. 

The  hill  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representatives 
of  Colonel  George  Gibson,  deceased,  on  its  passage 
was  taken  op,  opposed  by  Mr.  ALLEN  of  Ver- 
mont, and,  on  motion  of  Mr.  UNDERWOOD, 
laid  on  the  table. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  Thomas  P. 
Harrison,  coming  up  on  a  motion  to  reconsider  its 
rejection  on  the  15th  of  June;  and,  after  some  re- 
marks from  Messrs.  HALL  and  TALIAFERRO, 

Mr.  PETRLKIN  moved  the  previous  question, 
but  withdrew  it  at  the  surge ston  of 

Mr.  TALIAFERRO,  who  farther  spoke  in  supr 
port  of  the  claim,  and  concluded  by  moving  the 
previous  question,  which  was  seconded,  and  the 
question  being  upon  reconsidering,  it  was  deter- 
mined in  the  negative. 

So  the  rejection  of  the  bill  was  again  affirmed. 

The  bill  fbr  the  relief  of  Josiah  Strong  and  Sam- 
uel Reddick,  being  upon  its  passage, 

Mr.  TAYLOR  slated  that  Samuel  Reddick,  since 
the  bill  was  reported,  had  died,  and  asked  leave  so 
to  amend  the  bill  as  to  make  it  read  for  the  benefit 
of  Josiah  Strong  only.    This  was  agreed  to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Q.  WILLIAMS,  it  was  laid 
upon  the  table. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  James  Bailey  was  taken 
up  on  its  passage,  when  it  was  advocated  by  Messrs. 
WHITTLESEY  and  MALLORY,  when  Mr.  S. 
WILLIAMS  moved  to  lay  this  bill  also  on  the  ta- 
ble, but  withdrew  it  at  the  request  of  Mr.  WHIT- 
TLESEY; but  no  quorum  voting  upon  several  divi- 
sions and  counts, 

Mr.  POPE  moved  a  call  of  the  House,  which 
was  ordered  and  proceeded  in  till  133  members  had 
answered  to  their  names,  when  it  was  dispensed 
w«ilh,  and  Mr.  WHITTLESEY  withdrawing  his 
motion,  Mr.  WILLIAMS  renewed  that  before 
made  by  him,  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table,  and  it  pre- 
vailed— ayes  62,  noes  ^0. 

So  the  bill  was  laid  on  the  table. 

At  a  subsequent  stage,  Mr.  PARRIS  moved  to 
reconsider  this  vote. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS  of  Kentucky  moved  to  lay 
this  motion  on  the  table;  which  was  agreed  to — 
ayes  70,  noes  53. 

The  joint  resolution  for  the  relief  of  Gabriel 
Wright  of  New  York,  was  read  a  third  time,  and 
passed. 

The  following  bills  were  read  a  third  time,  and 
paaaedc 
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A  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  representatives  of 
Dachnqiiette,  Hebet,  and  others. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Hiner  Stigermire.  ' 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  James  P.  Oarlton. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  representatives  of 
James  Wilson,  of  Alexandria,  District  of  Co- 
lambia. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  and  Samuel  Rowe, 
heirs  and  legal  representatives  of  Dudley  Rowe,  de- 
ceased. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Poas  Hadgo. 

A  bill  for  the  settlement  of  the  accoaats  of  Ed- 
mund Roberts,  late  diplomatic  agent  of  the  United 
States  at  Ck>chin  China,  Muscat,  and  Siara. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Ebenezer  Lobdell. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  Sinnard. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Archibald  R.  S.  Hunter. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  Cooper. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  PoUy  Lining,  executrix  of 
Ed.  Blake. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  William  Saunders  and 
.JWilliam  R.  Porter,  sureties  of  William  Estis. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Zebulon  Sheets. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  William  S.  Colquhoon. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  McClelland  and 
James  Smith. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  Springfield  Manufac- 
turing Company. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  representatives  of  Na- 
than Sage. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Daniel  Malone. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Ward  and  Ficklin. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Nathaniel  Plumb. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Ashbel  Mason. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Vincent  MassoUtti. 

A  bill  allowing  to  James  Lowe  a  section  of  land. 

A  bill  granting  a  pension  to  Michael  McCray. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Zachariah  Jellison. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Sylvester  Phelps  and  the 
heirs  of  Charles  Laodon,  deceased. 

A  bill  for.lhe  relief  of  John  Balch. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Samuel  McComb. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  Louisville  Savings  In- 
stitution. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Ezekiel  Jones. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Samuel  Dickerson. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  William  Clark. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Zebulon  Baxter. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  Mary  Sroufe. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  |he  heirs  of  John  Dawson. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Loomis  and  Bassett. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  ef  the  legal  representatives  of 
Adam  Smith. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  George  Rowe. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  George  C.  Johnson. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Baldridge. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Cornelius  Tiers. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  Bennett 
Shurley. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  H.  Shepperd,  ad- 
ministrator  of  Abiel  Wood. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  William  Colt  and  Wil- 
liam Donaldson. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  Michael 
Fenwick. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Randolph  Clay. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Abel  A.  Paiiko  and 
others. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Francis  MalUry. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Solomon  Sturges,  assignee 
of  Rezin  Frazier. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Captain  John  Vanettin 
and  his  company,  fcr  their  services  during  the  Jate 
war. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  James  Alexander. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  R.  Folsom,  and  the 
owners  and  crew  of  the  schooner  Galaxy,  of  Beau- 
fort,  Maine. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  James  Selby. 

A  biU  for  the  relief  of  Dr.  Francis  Lambert. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  E.  Alexander. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Nathaniel  H.  Hooe 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Enoch  Matson. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  representatives  of 
Aaron  Vail^ 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Adams  Smith. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  representatives  of 
Charles  S.  Walsh. 


A  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  sureties  of  H.  H.  B. 
Hays,  deceased.    . 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representatives 
of  Josias  Thompsron. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  Pierce  and  others. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Blanc. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Staphen  P.  W.  Douglass. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Dougherty. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representatives 
of  Thomas  Murray. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  certain  umbrella-makers 
of  Philadelphia. 

.  A  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  Wm.  Graham, 
deceased. 

A  bill  for  the  benefit  of  Joseph  Dukes. 

A  bill  to  confirm  the  claim  of  Charles  Morgan 
to  a  tract  of  land. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Sarah  H.  B.  Stith. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  David  Ballentine. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Robert  Milnor. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  Cushing. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Abraham  Stipp. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  S.  Allen. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Nathaniel  Mitchell. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Herman  Harris,  of  New 
'York  city, 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Daniel  Snider. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Frances  Fowler. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Jesse  E.  Dow, 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Isaac  D.  Saunders. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Wm.  Grozer. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  James  Cochran. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Eloi  Rachel. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Paul  Poisot. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  William  Marcus,  of  Ark. 

The  SPAEKER  laid  before  the  House  a  com- 
munication from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in 
answerio  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, transmitting  a  statement  of  the  accounts  of 
the  Commonwealth,  Franklin  and  Lafayette  banks 
of  Boston,  and  an  exhibit  of  the  indebtedness  of  the 
said  institutions  to  the  United  States,and  in  what  way 
the  same  is  secured;  which  communication,  on  the 
motion  of  Mr.  PETRIKIN,  was  laid  on  the  table, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  PETRIKIN, 

The  House  adjourned  till  Monday  at  10  o'clock. 

IN  SENATE, 
Monday,  January  38,  1839. 

The  PRESIDENT  communicated  a  report  from 
the  Treasury  Department,  made  in  complianee 
with  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  20th  of  De- 
cember last,  presenting  a  comparative  view  of  the 
quantity  of  gold  coins  now  in  the  United  States, 
with  the  circulation  of  the  late  Bank  of  the  United 
Slates. 

Mr.  BENTON  observed  that,  on  looking  at  this 
document,  he  fonad  ihat  the  quantity  of  gold  now 
in  the  country  was  greater  than  the  circulation  of 
the  United  Stales  Bank,  even  in  ihe  .times  of  its 
fovatest  expansion.  It  was  important  that  the  facts 
showed  in  this  report  should  be  extensively  known 
through  the  country,  and,  for  this  purpose,  he  would 
more  for  the  printmg  of  5,000  extra  copies. 

This  motion  was  agreed  to. 

The  PRESIDENT  presented  the  petition  of  Wil- 
liam L.  Meredith,  asking  compensation  for  the  Re- 
volutionary services  of  his  Ute  father,  and  for  mo- 
ney advanced  hy  him:  referred  to  the  Committee 
en  Revolntjonary  Claims. 

Mr.  LINN  presented  the  petition  of  sundry 
owners,  masters,  engineers,  and  other  officers  of 
steamboats,  praying  the  establishment  of  a  board  of 
engineers  to  inquire  into  the  character  and  qualifi- 
cations of  all  persons  desiring  employment  in  that 
capacity:  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce. 

Mr.  LTNN  said  he  held  i^  his  hand  a  memo- 
rial by  Ccurles  L.  Fleishman,  a  naturalized  citizen 
oftheUnitttl  Stales,  on  the  subject  of  the  cultnre 
of  the  beet  tool  The  memorial,  Mr.  L.  said,  was 
a  remarkably  well  written  and  wsieHiific  produc- 
tion; and  the  author  had  been  favorably  spoken  of 
by  Mr.  Ellsworth,  the  Commissioner  of  the  Patent 
Office,  under  whom  he  held  an  official  station,  as  a 
gentleman  of  talents  and  learning.  From  a  cursory 
glance  Mr.  L.  had  given  to  the  memorial,  he  had  > 
no  doubt  but  that  every  word  of  it  was  true.    Blr. 


L.  then  presented  the  memorial;  which  was  refer- 
red to  the  Committee  on  Agricnltnie,  and  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

Mr.  DAVIS  observed  that  he  had  had  an  oppor- 
tunity  of  reading  the  document  that  had  just  been 
presented  by  the  Senator  from  Missouri;  and  view, 
ing  it  as  one  of  more  than  ordinary  importance,  he 
thought  that  more  than  the  usual  number  of  copies 
ought  to  be  printed.  Mr.  D.  accordingly  moved 
for  the  printing  of  5,000  additional  copies;  which 
motion  was  agited  to. 

Mr.  LINN  also  presented  the  following  memc- 
rial  from  citizens  of  the  Oregon  Territory: 
To  the  kanorabU  the  Senate  and  House  qf  tttprtui^ 
teliees  oftKe  UniUA  StateMrfAmeriea: 

The  undersigned,  settlers  south  of  the  Columbia 
river,  beg  leave  to  represent  to  your  honorable 
body,  that  our  settlement,  begun  in  the  yeareighieea 
hundred  and  thirty-two,  has  hiiheno  prospered  be- 
yond the  most  sanguine  expeetations  of  its  first 
projectors.  The  products  of  our  fieHs  have  am- 
ply justified  the  most  flattering  descriptions  of  the 
fertility  of  the  soil,  while  the  facilities  which  it  at-  • 
fords  for  rearing  cattle  are,  perhaps,  exceeded  by 
those  of  no  country  in  North  America.  The  peo- 
ple of  the  United  States,  we  believe,  are  not  gene- 
rally apprized  of  the  extent  of  valuable  coanoy 
west  of  the  Rocky  mountains.  A  large  portion  of 
the  territory  from  the  Columbia  river  south,  to  the 
boundary  line  between  the  United  States  and  the 
Mexican  republic,  and  extending  from  the  ccast  of 
the  Pacific  about  two  hundred  and  fifty  or  diree 
hundred  miles  to  the  interior,  is  either  well  supplied 
with  timber  or  adapted  to  pasturage  or  agricnlture. 
The  fertile  valleys  of  the  Wallamstte  and  Umpqoa 
are  varied  with  prairies  and  woodland,  and  istcr- 
seBted  by  abundant  lateral  streams,  presenting  fa- 
cilities for  machinery.  Perhaps  no  country,  ot  the 
same  latitude,  is  favored  with  a  climate  so  mild. 
The  winter  rains,  it  is  true,  are  an  objection;  hot 
they  are  generally  preferred  to  the  snows  and  in* 
tenfo  cold  which  prevails  in  the  Northern  parts  of 
the  United  States.  The  ground  is  seldom  covered 
with  snow,  nor  do^  it  ever  remain  but  a  few  hours. 

We  need  hardly  allude  to  the  commercial  ad- 
vantages of  the  Territory.  Its  happy  position  for 
trade  with  China,  India,  and  the  Western  coasts  ef 
.^nerica,  will  be  readily  recognised.  The  growing 
importance,  however,  of  the  islands  of  the  Pa- 
cific is  not  so  generally  known  and  appreciated.  As 
these  isbinds  progress  in  civilization,  their  demand 
for  the  produce  of  more  northern  climates  will  [«• 
crease..  Nor  can  any  country  supply  them  with 
beef,  ionr,  dbc.  on  terms  so  advantageous  as  this.  A 
very  successful  effort  has  been  i«oentIy  made,  at 
the  Sandwich  islands,  in  the  cultivation  of  coffee 
and  the  sugar  cane.  A  colony  here,  will,  in  time, 
thence  easily  derive  these  articles  and^  other 
tropu»l  products  in  exchange  for  Uie  produce 
of  their  own  labor.  We  have  thus  briefly  alluded 
.to  the  natural  resources  of  the  i^untry,  and  to  its 
external  relations.  They  are,  in  our  opinion,  stroni? 
inducements  for  the  Government  of  the  Uniid 
Slates  to  take  formal  and  speedy  possession.  We 
urge  this  step  as  promising  to  the  general  intecesti 
of  the  nation.  But  the  advantages  it  may  confer 
upon  us,  and  the  evils  it  m^ij  avert  from  oar  pos- 
terity are  incalculable.. 

Our  social  intercourse  has  thus  far  been  pro6e> 
cuted  with  reference  to  feelings  of  honor,  to  the 
feeling  of  dependence  on  the  Hodson*s  Bay  Com- 
pany, and  to  their  moral  infiueece.  Under  tbis 
state  of  things,  we  have  thus  far  prospered,  bot  we 
cannot  hope  that  it  will  continue.  The  agricol* 
tural  and  other  resources  of  ihe  country  cannot 
fail  to  induce  emigration  and  commerce.  As  osr 
settlement  begins  to  draw  its  supplies  throogti  other 
channels,  the  feeline;  of  dependence  upon  the  Hud- 
son's Bay  Company,  to  which  we  have  alloded  as 
one  of  the  safeguanf  s  of  our  s^  cutl  intercourse,  will 
begm  to  diminish.  We  are  anxious  when  we  ima- 
gine what  will  be,  what  must  be,  the  condition  of  ao 
mixed  a  community,  free  from  all  legal  rascraini, 
and  superior  to  that  moral  influence  wha^  baa 
hitherto  been  the  pledge  of  onr  safety. 

Our  interests  are  identified  with  tfaoae  of  the 
country  of  our  adoption.  We  flatter  cnuaelTeB 
that  ve  are  the  germ  of  a]  great  Sute,  and  an 
aunona  to  give  an  early  tone  to  the  monl  and  in- 
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tellTGUial  character  of  iis  citizens.  We  are  fally 
iwve,  too,  that  the  destinies  of  our  posterity  will  be 
joiimately  affected  by  the  character  of  those  who 
emigra'ie  to  the  country.  The  territory  mast  popa- 
laif .  The  Cong^^ess  of  the  United  States  mnst  say 
b;  irhom.  The  natural  resources  of  the  country, 
viih  a  well-jiidged  civil  code,  wiU  invite  a  good 
community.  But  a  good  community  will  hardly 
roigrate  lo  a  country  whidi  promises  no  protection 
for  life  or  property.  Inquines  have  already  been 
sabmitted  to  some  of  us  for  information  of  the 
eoDDtiy.  Id  return,  we  can  only  speak  of  a  coun- 
try bii^hly  favored  of  nature.  We  can  boast  of  no 
civil  code.  We  can  promise  no  protection  but  the 
nllerior  resort  of  selt  defence.  By  whom,  then, 
shall  oor  country  be  populated?  By  the  reckless 
and  unprincipled  adventurer!  not  by  the  hardy 
aad  enterprisiiig  pioneer  of  the  West.  By  the  Bo- 
tany Bay  refugee,  by  the  renegade  of  civilization 
firom  ibe  Boeky  mountains,  by  the  profligate,  de* 
«erted  seamen  from  Polynesia,  and  the  unprinci- 
pled ifaarpers  from  Spanish  America.  Well  are  we 
« tfssred  that  it  will  cost  the  Government  of  the 
Uaited  States  more  to  reduce  tlements  so  discor- 
daat  lo  social  order,  than  to  promote  our  perma- 
oeat  peace  and  prosperity  by  a  timely  action  of 
GoBgress.  Nor  can  we  suppose  that  so  vicious  a 
population  could  be  relied  on  in  case  of  a  rupture 
between  the  United  States  and  any  other  power. 

Our  intercourse  with  the  natives  among  us, 
inided  much  by  the  same  influence  which  has 
]iFomoted  harmony  among  ourselves,  has  been  ge- 
nerally pacific.  But  the  same  causes  which  will 
iBternipt  harmony  among  ourselves,  will  also  in- 
tefTupt  our  friendly  relations  with  the  natives.  It 
is,  therefore,  of  primary  importance  both  te  them 
and  us,  that  the  Qovemment  should  take  energetic 
measures  to  secure  the  ezecuticn  of  all  laws  af- 
fteting  Itidian  trade  and  the  intercourse  of  white 
men  and  Indians.  We  have  thus  briefly  shown  that 
the  security  of  oor  persons  and  our  proper^,  the 
hopes  and  destinies  of  our  children  are  involved  in 
the  objects  of  our  petition.  We  do  not  presume 
to  suggest  the  manner  in  which  the  country  should 
l»  occupied  by  the  Government,  nor  the  extent  to 
which  our  settlement  should  be  encouraged.  We 
confide  in  the  wisdom  of  nur  national  legislators, 
and  leave  the  subject  to  their  candid  deliberations, 
and  your  petitioners  will  ever  pray. 

(Siened,)  J.  L.  WHlTCOMB,  and  35  others. 
Iblarch  16,  J  839. 

On  mo«ionby  Mr.  LINN,  the  memorial  was 
Kad^  laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  WRIGBT  presented  the  petition  and  papers 
of  Szn.  Tfaurber,  praying  that  a  suit  instituted 
against  htm  by  the  United  States  may  be  dismissed: 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  presented  the  petition  of  the 
officers  of  the  revenue  cutter  Dexter;  and 

Mr.  NILES  presented  a  memorial  from  the  offi- 
cers of  the  revenue  cutter  Wolcoit,  both  praying 
4hat  the.  navy  pension  laws  may  be  extend^nl  to  the 
revcBue  service:  referred  to  the  Coumiittee  on  Na- 
val Affairs. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  BUCHANAN,  the  petition 
and  papers  of  Brittou  Evan.<i,  of  Philadelphia,  one 
of  the  {•  lorida  volunteers,  on  the  files  of  the  iast 
aesm'oo,  praying  compensation  for  property  lost  by 
diipwreck,  was  again  referred  to  the  Committee 
oa  Miiitary  Affairs. 

Mr.  AL.LEN  presented  two  memorials  from  ci- 
tizens of  Ohio,  one  on  the  subject  of  the  burning  of 
the  steamboat  Caroline,  and  the  other  praying  for 
the  repeal  or  modification  of  the  neutrality  law  of 
the  last  session.  Both  memorials  were  read,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations. 

Mr.  NORVELL  presented  a  memorial  of  the 
Legislative  Assembly  of  the  Territory  of  Wiscon- 
sin, setting  forth  the  claims  of  that  Territory  to  the 
jurisdiciion  of  all  the  country  t^orth  of  a  line  drawn 
due  west  from  the  southern  extreme  of  Lake  Michi- 
gSD,  and  for  the  passage  of  a  law  establishing  that 
as  the  aiouthem  boundary  line  of  Wisconsin.  The 
neonorial  had  relation  to  a  subject  of  great  import- 
ance b^th  to  the  State  of  Illinois  and  the  Territory 
of  WiscoiL«tQ.  it  had  a  bearing  also  upon  a  por- 
i}<m  of  territory  which  had  been  annexed  to  the 
Slate  of  Michigan.  He  had  been  requested  by  the 
espeetable  Delegate  from  Wisconsin  to  propose 


the  reference  of  the  memorial  to  a  select  com- 
mittee. It  had,  however,  occurred  to  him,  that,  as 
the  subject  was  of  a  legal  and  constitutional  na- 
ture, the  appropnate  committee  to  consider  it  was 
the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary.  He,  therefore, 
moved  that  the  memorial  be  referred  to  that  com- 
mittee, and  thai  it  be  printed. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  N.  presented  another  memorial  from  the 
same  Legislative  Assembly,  requesting  appro- 
priations for  harbors  on  the  western  shore  of  Lake 
Michigan:  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce, 
and  orderedio  be  printed. 

Mr.  N.  also  presented  a  third  memorial  from 
the  same  Legislative  Ass<»mbly,  requesting  the  ex- 
tinguishment of  the  title  of  the  Menomonee  Indians 
to  lands  within  the  Territory  of  Wisconsin:  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Indian  A/Tairs,  and  ordered  to 
be  printed. 

Mr.  BENTON  presented  the  memorial  of  the 
Mayor  and  Aldermen  of  the  city  of  St  Louis, 
praying  for  an  appropriation  for  the  improvement 
of  their  harbor,  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Commerce. 

Mr.  B.  also  presented  the  petition  of  certain  offi- 
cers of  the  line  of  the  army,  praying  that  their  pay 
may  be  mad.e  equal  to  that  of  the  officers  of  the 
staff;  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military  Af- 
fairs. 

Mr.  TIPTON  presented  the  petition  of  O.  C. 
Ward,  praying  for  a  post  road  from  Lima,  in  La- 
grange county,  Indiana,  to  Therman  in  St.  Joseph 
county,  Michigan;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Rods. 

Mr.  TIPTON  also  presented  the  memorial  of  ci- 
tizens of  the  States  bordering  on  the  Ohio  river, 
praying  that  competent  engineers  be  appointed  to 
examine  the  suhreys  made  by  the  Jefiersonville 
and  new  Albany  Company,  and  that  such  aid  may 
be  granted  as  may  be  deemed  proper;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Roads  and  Canals. 

Mr.  YOUNG  presented  the  memorial  of  sundry 
citizens  of  Peoria,  Knox,  Henry  and  Rock  Island 
counties,  Illinois,  praying  for  the  establishment  of 
a  mail  route:  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Post 
Office  and  Post  Roads. 

Mr.  Y.  also,  presented  a  communication  from 
the  Qeneral  Land  Office,  on  th?  subject  of  the  sur- 
veys of  the  public  lands  in  Illinois;  which  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  LINN,  the  petition  and  pa- 
pers of  Alphonso  Wet  more,  on  the  files  of  the  last 
session,  together  with  an  additional  document  just 
presented,  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pen- 
sior  s. 

Mr.  L.  also,  moved  that  the  papers  in  rehiion  to 
the  claim  of  certain  Missouri  voluDt«eis,  be  again 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs; 
which  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  ROBINSON  presented  a. joint  resoluiion  of 
the  Legislature  of  Illinois,  asking  Congress  for  the 
donation  of  township  five  north,  fourteen  west, 
upon  the  river  Embarras,  which  was  not  sect  ion- 
ized when  the  other  public  lands  in  that  part  of  the 
State  were  surveyed,  in  consequence  of  being 
inundated  and  drowned,  and  in  which  situation  it 
sitll  remains.  Mr.  R.  said,  in  presenting  (he  reso- 
lution, he  considered  it  proper  to  state,  in  hopes 
of  a  favorable  consideration  of  the  subject,  that 
this  township,  not  having  been  surveyed,  was  in 
consequence  of  its  inundation  and  supposed  worth- 
les5ness;  thai  the  surveys  in  that  part  of  the  State 
were  made  many  years  ago,  and  had  been  in  mar>- 
Icet  upwards  of  twenty  years;  much  of  them  were 
yet  unsold;  thai  this  township,  as  it  now  is,  and 
most  probably  will  continue  to  be,  is  utterly  value- 
less to  ihe  Government.  The  Siate,  however,  by 
draining,  may  be  able  to  convert  ii  to  some  useful 
purpose,  and,  at  the  same  time,  greatly,  improve 
the  health  of  ihe  neighborhood  in  which  it  is  situ- 
ate. With  its  avails  it  is  proposed  to  improve  the 
navigation  of  the  river  upon  which  it  lies — a  river 
already  navigable  for  a  short  distance,  and  capable 
of  being  made  bO  some  hundred  or  more  of  miles 
— the  upper  part  of  which  runs  through  an  inte- 
rior and  very  fertile  portion  of  the  Sute,  now  ra- 
pidly settling  and  advancing  in  estimation.  He 
would  not  now  go  into  the  subject  of  the  General 
Gk>verDment  ancouraging  and  aidin|f  to  drain  the 


swainps  and  inundated  lauds  upon  many  of  the  ri- 
ver bottoms  in  Illinois,  as  that  subject,  in  a  specific 
form,  had  been  already  brought  to  the  notice  of  the 
Senate,  and  upon  which  he  hoped  soon  to  sea  the 
liberal  action  of  Congivss,  which  he  felt  assured ' 
could  be  had  greatly  to  the  benefit  and  interest  of 
all  concerned,  and  without  the  expense  of  a  dollar 
to  Government,  by  a  donation  of  the  land^  tobe  re- 
claimed: resolution  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  LINN,  from  the  select  committee  to  which 
was  referred  the  bill  to  authorize  the  occupation  of 
the  m^'tuth  of  the  Columbia  river,  reported  the  same 
without  amendmeht,  and,  after  a  few  remarks,  moved 
that  the  bill  be  made  the  order  of  the  day  for  this 
day  week;  which  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  STRANGE,  from  the  Committee  on  Revo- 
lutionary Claims,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 
the  legal  representatives  of  Francis  Cazeau;  which 
was  read,  and  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  STRANGE,  from  the  Committee  on  Pa- 
tents and  the  Patent  Office,  to  which  had  been  re- 
ferred the  amendments  of  the  House  to  the  bill  to 
renew  the  patent  of  Thomas  Blanchard,  made  a 
report  thereon,  recommending  that  the  Senate  con- 
cur in  said  amendments. 

Mr.  WALL,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Judi- 
ciary, reported  a  bill  to  authorize  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  to  compromise  the  claims  of  the  ITni. 
ted  States  against  John  W.  Karney  and  William 
McFarland  and  sureties;  which  was  read,  and  or- 
dered to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS  of  Maine,  from  the  Committee 
on  Naval  A fflairs,  reported  a  bill  making  further 
provisions  in  relation  to  the  navy  pension  fund; 
which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  SEVIER,  from  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs,  to  which  had  been  referred  the  petition  of 
Samuel  Maokey,  reported  a  bill  for  his  relief;  which 
was  read,  and  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  SEVIER  submitted  ^n  amendment  to  the 
bill  for  the  relief  of  Matthew  Arbuckle,  embracing 
alKcases  similar  toit,  fwhich  he  gave  notice  he 
should  offer  when  said  bill  came  up. 

Mr.  MORRIS,  from  the  Committee  on  Pensions, 
reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Margaret  Bdrnes; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Mary  Snow; 

A  \)\\\  for  the  relief  of  Mary  Tracy;  and 

A  bill  for  therelicf  of  Lemuel  While; 

Which  were  severally  read,  and  ordered  to  a  se- 
cond reading. 

Mr.  MORRIS,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
which  had  been  referred  the  bill  from  the  House 
for  the  rt^lief  of  Camilla  Brown,  widow  of  the  late 
General  Brown,  reported  the  same  without  amend- 
ment, recommending  its  rejection. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  M.  the  roport  accompa- 
nying said  bill,  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  LYON,  on  leave,  introduced  a  bill  for  the 
relief  of  Daniel  Marsack^  which  was  twice  read, 
and  referred  to  the  Commitlce  on  Private  Land 
Claims. 

Mr.  LINN,  in  p^orsuance  of  notice  given,  ob- 
tained leave  and  introduced  a  hill  to  provide  for  the 
defence  of  the  western  frontier  from  the  month  of  the 
Sabine  to  Port  Sneljiug;  which  was  read  twice,  and 
referred. 

Mr.  PRESTON,  from  the  Committee  on  Milita- 
ry Affairs,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  nf  Roger 
Jones,  Adjutant  General  of  the  army;  which  was 
rrad,  and  ordered  to  a  serotid  leading. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  ROBBINS,  the  joint  resolu- 
tion from  the  House,  authorizing  the  .Toini Commit- 
tee on  the  Smithsonian  bequest  to  employ  a  clerk, 
and  to  order  certain  printing,  was  taken  up  and 
concurred  iu. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  HUBBARD,  the  bills  for  the 
relief  of  John  J.  Bulow  and  Joseph  Hernandez 
were  taken  fIrom  the  table,  and  rwade  the  o-der  of 
the  day  for  to-morrow. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  BENTON,  the  Senate  took 
up  the  reqnest  made  by  him  for  leave  to  intro- 
duce a  bill  for  the  repeal  of  the  salt  duty  and  the 
fishing  bounties  and  allowances  dependent  ihercon. 

Mr.  DAVIS  then  addressed  the  Senate,  in  reply 
to  the  remarks  of  Mr.  BENTON,  when  presenting 
the  bill  on  Thursday  last. 

Mr.  BENTON  replied  to  Mr.  DAVIS  at  length) 
after  which, 
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Oa  motion  by  Mr.  WILLIAMS  of  Maine,  the 
whole  subject  wfls  poslponsd  till  to-morrow. 

A  nua»ber  of  bills  from  tlie  House  were  read 
twice,  and  referred  to  appropriate  committec3. 

The  PRESIDENT  communicated  a  message 
from  the  President  of  the  United  States,  in  reply  to 
a  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  22d  instant,  in  re- 
lation to  the  northeastern  boundary;  which  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  WALL,  from  the  joint  Committee  on  the 
Library,  which  had  been  authorized  to  contract  for 
the  printing  of  the  Madison  papers,  reported  that 
they  had  contracted  with  Messrs.  Langtree  and 
O^ullivan  for  the  printing  thereof:  the  report  was 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

After  a  short  Ezecative  session, 

The  Senate  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OP  REPRESENTATIVES, 
MoNDAT,  January  28,  1839. 

As  soon  as  the  journal  was  read, 

Mr.  HAYNES  rose  and  remarked  that  one  of 
the  pending  resolutions  on  the  President's  Message, 
that  on  taking  the  census,  was  of  very  great  impor- 
tance, and  it  being  still  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  Mr.  H.  hoped  the  House  would  consent  to 
go.into  committee  thereon. 

Objection  being  made,  Mr.  H.  moved  a  susprn- 
sion  of  the  rules,  but  it  was  rejected. 

.Mr.  CONNOR  asked  leave  to  present  a  petition, 
but  it  was  objected  to. 

Mr.  DOTYjOn  leave,  presenled  the  following  peti- 
tions: From  the  inhabitants  of  Rock  county,  for  a 
harbor  at  Southport.  From  A.  J.  Irwin,  for  com- 
iirmation  to  tract  of  land  at  Green  Bay.  From 
citizens  from  New  York,  for  a  harbor  at 
Racine.  From  citizens  of  Southport,  for 
an  appropriation  for  a  harbor  at  Somhporl. 
Memorial  of  the  Legislative  Assembly  of  Wis- 
consin, praying  for  the  extinguishment  of  the  title 
of  the  Menomonee  Indians,  in  the  Territory  of 
Wisconsin.  Also,  prayi:if:.the  confirmation  of  the 
title  to  lots  ],  2,  and  3,  in  the  town  of  Milwaukie. 
Memorial  praying  for  the  passage  of  a  law  grant- 
in?  pre-emption  to  settlers  on  the  line  of  the  Mil- 
waukie and  Rock  river  canal.  Memorial  for  the 
relief  of  the  owners  or  proprietors  of  mineral  lots 
in  Wisconsin.  Memorial  praying  for  a  donation 
of  land  for  the  improvement  of  the  navigation  of 
the  Pecatonick  river.  Memorial  for  the  improve- 
ment of  the  Mississippi,  Wisconsin,  and  Platte 
rivers.  Memorial  f«'r  the  improvement  of  the 
Neenah  (Foz)  and  Rock  rivers.  Memorial  for 
the  settlemeni  of  the  claims  of  Wisconsin  for  juris- 
diction over  the  country  north  of  a  line  drawn  due 
west  from  the  southerly  bend  or  extremity  of  Lake 
Michigan. 

Mr.  JENIFER,  from  the  Committee  for  the 
District  of  Columbia,  reported  a  bill  to  provide  a 
free  bridge  across  the  Eastern  branch  of  the  river 
Potomac,  in  the  city  of  Washington. 

Also,  a  bill  to  incorporate  theWashington  Manual 
Labor  School  and  Male  Orphan  Asylum  Society  of 
the  city  of  Washington  and  District  of  Columbia. 

Also,  a  joint  resolution  providing  that  from  the 
first  day  of  January,  1839,  the  physician  to  the 
penitentiary  of  the  District  of  Columbia  be  allowed 
the  sum  of  $600  as  a  permanent  annual  salary. 

Also,  without  amendment.  Senate  bill  making  an 
appropriation  for  the  support  of  the  penitentiary  in 
the  District  of  Columbia. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  EVANS, 

'*Retohedt  That  the  Committee  on  the  Public 
Grounds  and  Public  Buildings  be  instructed  to  in- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  causing  the  naval  mo- 
nument in  the  front  of  the  Capitol  to  be  removed 
to  some  more  suitable  and  appropriate  place. 

On  motion  ol  Mr.  ADAMS, 

Resolvett,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office 
and  Tost  Roads  be  instructed  lu  inquire  into  the  ex- 
pediency of  establishing  a  mail  route  from  the  town 
of  Frankfort,  in  the  Stale  of  Maine,  to  the  town  of 
Man  rue,  in  the  said  State. 

Mr.  REED  ofTered  the  following  resolution: 

Resolvedj  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be 
directed  to  lay  before  this  House,  cariy  at  its  next 
session,  the  amount  of  rompensation,  whether  as 
fees  or  oihciwise,  which  has  been  received  by  each 


of  the  district  attorneys,  clerks,  and  marshals  of  the 
United  States,  as  fees  or  otherwise,  as  officers  of 
the  Government,  during  theyear  1839;  and,  to  that 
end,  that  said  attorneys,  clerks,  and  marshals  be  di- 
rected to  keep  and  number  an  exact  account  of  all 
moneys,  &o.  received. 

This  resolution  would  regularly  lie  over  one  day. 

Mr.  R.  asked  the  House  to  consider  it  at  this 
time. 

Objection  having  been  made, 

Mr.  R.  moved  a  suspenson  of  the  rules;  which 
motion  was  agreed  to. 

And  the  resolution  was  considered  and  adopted. 

On  motio.i  of  Mr.  QRENNELL, 

Resolvedt  That  the.  Committee  on  Military  Af- 
fairs be  directed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
extending  the  benefits  of  five  years'  half-pay,  now 
allowed  by  law  to  the  widows  and  orphans  of  of- 
ficers and  soldiers  of  the  militia  and  volunteers, 
who  die  in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  to  the 
widows  aad  orphans  of  officers  and  soldiers  of  the 
regular  army,  who  have  died,  or  shall  die  in  the 
service,  or  in  consequence  of  wounds  received 
while  in  the  line  of  the  duly. 

Mr.  FLETCHER  of  Massachusetts  rose  and 
.«^aid  that  he  had  received  a  letter  from  Samuel 
Etheridge,  Esq.  of  Massachuselts,  stating  thpt  he 
had  hertofore  preferred  charges  against  Capt.  Elli- 
ott, of  the  Navy,  and  requesting  that  a  call  might 
be  made  on  the  Department  in  relation  to  said 
charges,  and  Mr.  F.  stated  that,  in  conformity 
with  this  request,  he  offered  the  following  resolu- 
tion: 

Rtsolved^  That  ihe  Secretary  of  the  Navy  be  di- 
rected to  furnish  this  House  with  certain  charges 
heretofore  preferred  by  Samuel  Etheridge,  of  Mas- 
sachusetts, against  Capt.  J.  D.  Elliott,  of  the  Navy 
of  ihe  United  Slates,  and  to  furnish  the  reasons,  if 
any,  why  the  Department  has  not  heretofore  order- 
ed a  court  of  inquiry  to  sit  upon  said  charges 
against  said  Elliott. 

And  the  resolution  waA  considerGd  and  adopted. 

Mr.  CUSHlNG-said  that  four  weets  a^o  he  of- 
fered a  resolution  or  series  of  resolutions  of  inquiry 
in  regard  to  sundry  points  in  the  relation*:  of  Great 
Britain  and  the  United  Slates,  which  layover  under 
the  rule.  He  wished  to-day,  instead  of  exercising 
his  privilege  to  offer  a  new  resolution  on  some  other 
subject,  to  call  up  the  former,  and  have  it  passed; 
engaging  for  himself  to  waive  all  debate  on  the 
subject  at  the  present  time. 

No  objection  being  made,  the  resolutions  \7erc 
takea  up;  and  being  modified  by  the  mover,  and 
amended  at  the  buggcstion  of  Mr.  Bronson,  passcti 
as  follows: 

Retolvedj  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be  requested,  if  in  his  judgment  not  incompatible 
with  the  public  interest,  to  communicate  to  this 
House  information  touching  the  following  particu- 
lars in  the  territorial  relations  of  the  United  States 
and  Great  Britain  on  this  continent,  viz: 

1.  The  correspondence,  if  any,  which  has  been 
had  between  the  Government  of  the  United  Slates 
and  that  of  Great  Britain,  or  the  military  or  civil 
authorities  of  either,  in  relation  to  the  troubles  in 
the  British  Provinces  of  Upper  and  Lower  Canada, 
and  to  alleged  vfolations  of  neutrality  on  the  part 
whether  of  Great  Britain  or  the  United  Slates,  or 
any  of  the  officers,  subjects,  or  citizens  of  each. 

2.  The  corresponcence  had,  or  measures  taken 
by  the  Executive,  if  any,  regarding  citizens  of  the 
United  States  made  prisoners  of  war  at  any  time 
in  any  of  the  insurrectionary  movements  of  Upper 
or  Lower  Canada. 

3.  Whether  the  Qovffrnment  of  Great  Briiain  has 
made  reparation  for  the  seizure  and  destruction  of 
the  steamboat  Caroline,  within  the  waters  of  the 
United  States,  and  iho  murder  of  American  citi- 
zens on  board  the  same,  by  a  band  of  aimed  inva- 
ders from  the  Province  of  Upper  Canada,  acting 
under  the  orders  and  authority  of  the  Colonial  Go- 
vernment of  said  Province;  and  whether  any  and 
what  negotiation  or  correspondence  between  the 
Government  of  the  United  States  and  thftt  of  Great 
Britain  has  taken  place  on  that  subject;  and,  if  so, 
what  i.i  the  present  state  of  such  negotiation. 

4.  Whether  the  Government  of  the  United  Slates 
has  entered  into  negotiations  with  that  of  Great 
Britain  for  the  purpose  of  arresting  and  preventing 


the  further  distribution  of  presents  and  payment  of 
war  subsidies  by  the  latter  Government  to  the^ In- 
dian tribes  within  the  territorial  limits  and  jurisdie- 
lion  of  the  United  States;  and,  if,  so,  what  has  been 
the  result  of  the  said  negotsations. 

5.  Whether  the  Gk)vernmentof  the  United  SiaiM 
kaK  given  to  that  of  Great  Britain  the  stipulated  no- 
tice to  annul  and  abrogate  the  convention  of  the 
6»h  of  September,  1827,  undercover  of  which,  and 
of  thff  convention  of  the  20ih  of  October,  1818,  Ihe 
Hudson's  Bay  Company  has  proceeded,  with  per- 
mission or  by  connivance  of  the  Government  of 
Great  Britain,  to  esiaWish  military  posts  in  the  ter- 
ritories of  the  United  States  beyond  the  Rocky 
uio'untains. 

6.  Whether  the  Government  of  the  United 
States  has  taken  any  measures,  and,  if  any,  what, 
to  a^ljust,  settle,  and  mark  the  boundaries  betweea 
the  United  States  and  the  British  provinces  in  Nortfi 
America,  from  St.  Mary's  FViUs,  between  Lake  Hu- 
ron and  Lake  Superior,  and  so  northwardJf  and 
wesiwardly  along  the  frontier  of  the  Stale  of  Michi- 
gan and  the  Territories  of  Wisconsin  and  Iowa,  to 
the  Rocky  mountains. 

7.  What  correspondence,  if  any,  theGoven- 
ment  of  the  United  States  has  had  with  that  of 
Great  Britain,  or  any  of  its  authorities  or  officers, 
or  w  ith  the  Government  of  the  State  of  Maine,  in 
regard  to  the  late  survey  or  investigation  of  flie 
Northeastern  boundary  line  of  the  United  States  by 
the  CovemmcTTt  of  said  Slate,  and  the  present  con* 
diii'  n  of  the  negotiations  relating  to  said  boun- 
dary. 

8.  Whether  any  correspondence  has  recently 
passed  between  the  British  and  American  Gk>veni- 
menis  relative  lo  the  free  navigation  of  the  naviga- 
ble rivers  conterminous  to  the  United  States  and 
the  British  possessions  in  North  America,  or  of  na- 
vigaMe  rivers  rnnning,  in  part  or  in  whole,  through 
the  territories  of  both  Governments;  and,  if  so,  the 
resnVt  of  the  same. 

9.  \Vhethcr  the  public  auihorities  of  Upper  Ca- 
nada, or  any  of  them,  have  undertaken  to  interdict 
or  res'rict  the  ordinary  intercourse  between  said 
Provlrue  and  the  contiguous  parts  of  the  United 
Stall  s;  and  if  so,  by  what  law  or  pretence  of  right; 
and  v/hrther  said  interdict  or  restriction  is  consist- 
ent with  the  treaties  subsisting  between  the  United 
Status  aad  Great  Britain. 

On  ni.  lion  of  A!r.  LINCOLN, 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be 
directe^l  to  inform  this  House,  whether  the  accounts 
of  David  Henshav,  late  collector  of  the  port  of 
Bob-ton  rrul  Charlestown,  in  Massachusetts,  have 
been  ^rtiicJ  With  theTreasiry  of  the  United  Slatiss; 
and  if  so,  whether  any,  and  if  any,  what  amoani 
of  credit  ^ras  allowed  him  for  money  deposited  m 
the  Commonwealth  Bank  of  Boston,  in  the  name 
of  said  collector,  and  which  remained  on  deposite 
at  the  time  of  the  insolvency  and  failure  of  said 
bank,  either  to  the  credit  of  said  collector,  or  of  the 
United  Srates;  and  whether  any  snm,.and,  if  any, 
what  sum  has  been  passed  to  the  credit  of  said  col- 
lector, on  account  of  payments  or  advancements  to 
officers  of  the  customs  in  said  port  of  Boston  and 
Charleston  n  for  salaries,  fees,  or  otherwise  in  antici- 
pation of  appropriation,  and  for  which  no  provi- 
sion was  made  by  law:  and  whether  any  credits 
have  been  allowed  to  said  collector  for  any  assign- 
ment of  bank  stock,  transfer  or  charge  of  bank 
deposites,  or  for  property,  real  or  personal,  by  sale 
or  assignment,  for  which  the  Treasury  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  has  not  already  realized  the  nomimai 
amotini  for  which  it  .was  so  sold  or  assigned  in 
tpeeU  valtu.  And  if  the  accounts  of  said  colJeclor 
are  still  open  and  outstanding,  tl4|  the  Secretary 
report  to  this  House  the  reasons  why  the  same  are 
not  closed  and  ^Mtled. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  HALEY, 

Reaolvedf  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be  requested 
to  furnish  a  copy  of  the  report  and  drawings  in  re- 
ference to  the  harbor  of  Sionington,  in  Connecticut, 
togethtr  wiih  aoy  additional  information  in  refe- 
rence lo  the  improvement  of  said  harbor. 

Mr.  ADAMS  presiited  the  following  resoln- 
tion: 

ReioUiedf  That  every  member  of  the  House  of 
Representatives  of  the  United  States  ought,  befoiv 
taking  his  seat  therein,  to  produce  at  the  Clerks 
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Ul^la,  or  to  <bposite  in  the  Clerk's  office^lhe  eredea- 
fj|]s  by  Tirtae  of  which  he  claims  his  seat;  and  in 
,  all  eases  oC  contested  election,  no  member  ought  to 
be  permitted  to  vote  until  the  House,  upon  a  report 
frvm  the  siandkig  Committee  of  Electioos,  or  by 
the  TOte  of  i^«  majority  of  the  members  present, 
bein^  a  qaomm  of  the  House,  shall  have  decided 
wmdk  of  the  claimants  is  entitled  to  the  contested 
seat 

Mr.  ADAMS  explained  that  he  had  offered  this 
lewlatfoQ  in  conseqaence  of  the  disuse  of  a  prac* 
.tice  which  had  formerly  existed  in  this  House,  and 
which  he  believed  to  be  the  practice  of  every  other 
deliberaiire  body.  It  was,  that  every  member 
w^o  was  here  as  the  Representative  of  the  people 
sliould  produce  the  credentials  by  virtue  of  which 
he  claimed  his  seat.  This  practice  bad  been 
adopted  at  the  first  organization  of  the  Govern- 
ment, and  had  been  continued  until  within  the  last 
eight  or  ten  years.  He  did  not  exactly  know  when 
it  was  first  disused,  but  since  that  time  every  gen- 
tleman who  thought  proper  to  do  so  had  come  and 
taken  his  seat  without  having  presented  any  evi- 
dence of  h  s  beiog  entitled  thereto.  Mr.  A.  did  not 
intend  to  debate  this  resolution  himself,  nor  was  he 
aware  that  there  was  any  disposition  to  contest  the  ' 
pfiaeiple.  It  was  one  the  operation  of  which 
jn^t  be  of  very  grrat  importaDce  at  the  commenoe- 
aiaat  <»f  the  next  session  of  Congress.  He  hoped 
the  resolution  would  be  disposed  of  now. 

Objection  having  been  made, 

Mr.  BRONSON  moved  a  suspension  of  the  rule; 

aad,  after  some  desultory  conversaiion,  the  qu(s- 

lion  was  taken,  and  the  motion  to  sujipend  the 

mle  was  negatived — ayes  86,  noes  6*2,  not  iwo- 

.  0urds. 

And  Mr.  PRENTISS  having  signified  h's  inten- 
tion u>  debate  the  resolutiou,  it  lies  over  one  day  by 
the  mU. 

In  pursuance  of  notice,  Mr.  TILLINGHAST, 
on  leave  given,  introduced  a  bill  to  allow  a  draw- 
back of  duties  on  imported  hemp,  when  manufac- 
tooed  into  cordage  and  exported;  which  said  bill, 
oa  motion  of  Mr.  T.  was  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee of  Ways  and  Means,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  EVERETT  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion; which  was  laid  on  (he  table,  and  ordered  to 
he  printed: 

Resolited,  That  the  Committee  of  Elections  be 
Jns!iucied  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  provid- 
ing by  law: 

ll  That  the  Clerk  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives of  the  Congress  of  the  United  Slates,  in  office 
4»o  the  last  day  of  the  last  session  of  any  Congress, 
^ali  remain  in  office  until  the  organization  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  of  the  succeeding  Con- 
gress. 

52.  TThat  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Clerk  to  re- 
ceive and  file  all  certificates  of  election,  tiansm it- 
ted  to  him  by  the  Executives  of  the  several  States, 
in  ihe  succeeding  Congress. 

3.  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  said  Clerk  to 
make  a  roll  of  the  members  who,  from  such  certi- 
ficates, or  when  no  certificates  are  returned,  from 
credeBiials  from  the  Executives  of  the  States,  pre- 
lebted  by  persons  claiming  to  be  members  of  such 
Congress,  appear  to  have  been  elected  members  of 
said  Congress. 

4.  That  the  said  Clerk  shall,  at  12  o'clock^  m. 
oa  the  day  appointed  for  the  meeting  of  such  Con- 
gress, call  the  members  so  enroHed  to  order,  who 
ih^U  then  proceed  to  elect  a  Speaker  and  Clerk  for 
Ihe  time  being. 

6.  Providing  for  fhe  mode  of  taking  testimony 
iBcaae  of  contested  elections^  and  that  the  same  be 
filed  with  the  Clerk  on  or  before  the  2d  Monday  of 
ibe  session. 

6.  Thai  the  said  House,  when  so  organized,  shall 
appoint  a  Committee  of  Elections  by  ballot,  or 
witfa  voce^  as  a  majority  shall  determin?,  to  consist 
of  thirteen  members,  who  shall  be  sworn  to  the 
faithful  discharge  of  their  dtrty. 

7.  That  said  committee  proceed  forthwith  to  ex- 
amine and  report  on  all  contested  elect  ions;  and 
that  the  persons  contesting  may  be  heard  before  the 
Uoa3e  by  themselv^and  counsel;  and  which  shall 
decide.^seoA  wltjlSdt  further  aibate. 

8.  Thpx  aft^r.the  ^e^j^ioo^of  all  the  cases  of  con- 
icstcdeteciion/ the  Hotiaeshalf  proceed  to  elect  a 


Speaker,  Clerk,  and  other  officers  of  the  House  for 
the  Congress;  that  if  the  electipn  of  Speaker  sh|)l 
result  in  the  choice  of  another  person,  the  standing 
committees  shall  be  appointed  anew. 

Mr.  EVERETT  tobmitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion, which,  under  the  mle,  lies  one  day  on  the 
table: 

Resolvid^  That  the  Postmaster  General  be  direct- 
ed to  inform  *his  House, 

1.  What  was  the  practice  of  his  Depailment 
at,  and  prior  lo^  the  4tb  of  March,  1829,  relative  to 
the  mode  of  filing  and  keeping  the  letters  and' com- 
munications received;  particularly  whether  a  re- 
gister of  them  was  made,  and  whether  they  were 
kept  on  file  in  the  order\)f  consecutive,  dates,  with 
numbers  and  letters  corresponding  with  such  regis- 
ter; and  whether,  since  that  time,  a  change  has 
been  made  in  the  mode  of  filing  and  keeping  the 
same;  and  if  so,  what,  and  when,  and  by  whom 
made,  and  what  is  now  the  practice  of  the  Depart- 
ment in  these  respects.* 

2.  Whether  it  is  now  the  practice  of  the  De- 
partment to  keep  and  preserve,  on  the  regular  files 
of  the  Department,  or  otherwise,  and  in  what  man- 
ner, all  letters  and  papers  received,  having  relation 
to  the  official  business  of  the  Department,  and  to 
preserve  in  the  letter  books  of  the  Department,  or 
otherwise,  copies  of  all  letters  and  communications 
from  the  Department. 

3.  What  was  the  practice  of  the  Department, 
at,  and  prior  to  the  4th  March,  1829,  relative  to 
communicating  to  Postmasters,  against  whom 
charges  had  been  made,  or  for  whose  remo- 
val applicatiou  bad  been  made,  copies  of  such 
charges,  or  the  substance  ot  the  same,  or  co- 
pies of  such  applications,  and  of  the  statement  or 
evidence  received  in  support  of  such  charge  or 
application,  or  any  notice  thereof  before  proceeding 
to  act  thereon,  and  whether  it  was  the  practice  to 
receive  counter  statements  or  testimony  on  behalf 
of  such  postmasters;  and  also  whether  It  was  the 
practice  of  the  Department,  in  cases  which  did  not 
require  immediate  action,  to  appoint  an  agent  to 
take  testimony,  or  to  investigate  the  truth  of  the 
charges  or  grounds  of  the  application;  and  whether 
any  change  has  been  made  in  the  practice  of  the 
Department  in  these  respects,  and  if  so,  what,  and 
when,  and  by  whom  made,  and  what  is  now  the 
practice  of  the  Department  in  these  respects. 

4.  Whether  it  is  now  a  rule  or  practice  of  the 
Department  to  refuse  to  postmasteis  who  have  been 
removed,  on  charges  made,  or  on  the  application  of 
others,  copies  of  such  charges,  ot  copies  of  the 
statements  or  evidence  received  in  support  of  the 
same,  or  the  reason  or  grounds  of  their  removal, 
when  required  by  such  postmaster,  and  if  so,  when 
was  such  rule  or  practice  first  adopted,  and  by 
whom.    And 

5.  The  manner  in  which  the  accounts  of  the  De-' 
partment  with  contractors  and  postmaaters  are 
now  kept. 

Mr.  ALLEN  of  Vermont  subinilted  the  follow- 
ing resolution,  which,  under  the  rule,  lies  over  one 
day. 

Resolved^  That  the  Judiciary  Committee  be  di- 
rected to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  so  amend- 
ing the  law  on  the  subject  of  naturalization  as  to 
exclude  therefrom  the  privileges  of  natural  born 
citizens,  who  are  or  shall  be  born  of  parents  who 
have  removed  or  shall  remove  from  the  United 
Stales,  and  have  taken  or  shall  take  the  oath  of  al- 
legiance to  the  government  in  which  they  so  reside, 
until  Fuch  person  shall  become  naturalized  Tike 
other  foreigners,  agreeably  to  the  laws  that  now  do^ 
or  hereafter  may,  exist  on  that  subject. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  FILLMORE, 

Resolved,  That  the  President  be  requested  to  com- 
municate to  this  House,  if  not,  in  his  opinion,  in- 
compatible with  the  public  interest,  what  demand 
has  been  made  upon  the  British  Government  for 
satisfaction  for  the  outrage  committed  under  its  aui- 
thority,  in  burning  the  steamboat  Caroline,  and 
murdering  our  unarmed  citizens  on  board,  and 
what  reply  said  Government  has  made  to  such  de- 
mand, and  all  the  correspondence  on  the  subject  of 
said  outrage,  between  this  Government  and  that,  or 
the  officers  or  agents  of  either,or  the  officers  or  agents 
of  thia  Qovernment  and  the  President,  or  any  of 


its  Departments,  vblch  have  not  hdretofoie  been 
c6inmnmiea6^  to  thi^Hottse.  * 

On  motion  of  Mr.  PARKER, 

jRe»hedt  That  the  Commilte»  on  lAvalid  Pen- 
sions be  inatmcted  to  inquire  ipto  the  expediency 
of  granting  a  pension  to  John  Robinson  of  Dela- 
ware county,  rf.  Y. 

Mr.  GRANT  presented  the  following  resoltttion: 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  be  instmcted  to  report  to  this  House,  with 
all  convenient  despatch,  a  bill  making  appropria- 
tions for  the  improvement  of  rivers  and  harbors 
for  the  year  1839,  and  for  cenain  survey*  of  ihe 
same,  accivrding  to  the  estimates  for  those  objects 
as  submitted  to  this  House  or  to  the  said  commit- 
lec  during  the  present  session,  by  the  Department 
and  Bureaus  having  diaige  of  said  inlprovements 
and  public  works. 

Mr.  G.  moved  the  previous  question. 

The  SPEAKER  decided  the  motion  to  be  out  of 
order. 

Ml.  GRANT  took  an  appeal,  but  withdrew  it. 

And  the  resolntion  was  ordered  to  lie  over  one 
day. 

Subsequently,  Mr.  GRANT  moveda  cvfpension 
vif  the  rale  to  enable  him  to  have  his  resolution 
considered  at  this  time,  and  asked  the  yeas  and 
nays  on  that  motion;  whieh  were  not  ordered. 

And  the  House  refused  to  suspend  the  rule. 

Mr.  GRANT  gave  notice  that  on  to>morrow  he 
would  move  for  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  provide 
for  certain  harbors,  and  for  the  removal  of  certain 
obstructions  in  and  at  the  months  of  certain  rivetv, 
and  for  other  purposes,  during  the  year  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  thirty-nine. 

Mr.  DAY!  ES  ofiered  a  resolution  providing  that 
hereafter  the  daily  hoar  of  the  meeting  t)f  this 
House  shall  be  11  o'clock,  a.  m. 

Objection  having  been  made, 

Mr.  D.  moved  a  suspension  of  the  rule,  and 
asked  the  yeas  and  nays;  which  were  refund. 

And  the  question  having  been  taken,  the  Hoase 
refused  to  suspend  the  rale. 

The  resolution  lies  over  one  day. 

A  number  of  motions  were  made  to  suspend  the 
rule  for  the  purpose  of  taking  up  for  considerniion 
resolutions  heretofore  offered,  and  now  on  the 
Speaker's  table;  but  Which  were,  in  all  instances, 
rejected,  except  as  herein  given  to  the  contrary. 

Mr.  PALMER  submitted  the  following  jointre- 
^lution,  which,  under  the  rule,  lies  over  one  day: 

Resolved  hy  the  Senate  and  House  qf  RepreStntO" 
lives  of  the  l/Aited  States  rf  America  in  Congress  «w- 
sembledy  That  hereafter,  when  in  any  Siate  or  Ter- 
ritory the  public  lands  belonging  to  the  United 
States  shall  be  reduced,  by  sale  or  otherwise,  to  a 
quantity  not  exceeding  one>sixth  part  of  fhehr  ori- 
ginal amount,  the  minimum  price  of  the  public 
land,  within  such  Bate  or  Territory,  shall  be  re- 
duced twenfy-five  cents  per  acre;  and  a  like  redac- 
tion shairtaice  place  at  the  end  of  every  two  years 
Thereafter,  of  which  several  revkctions  the  President 
of  the  United  States  shall,  by  proclamation  from 
time  to  time,  give  due  notice,  until  s&id  price  shall 
be  reduced  to  twenty-five  cents  per  acre;  and  at  the 
end  of  two  jrears  after  such  last  reduction,  all  the 
public  lands  within  sach  State  or  Territory  shall 
be  offered  at  sale,  at  public  auction,  for  ca$b,  to  ihe 
highest  bidder,  like  notice  being  given  of  mich  sale 
as  is  now  'provided  by  law;  at  which  S<i4e«  the 
States  orTerritories  iu  which  such  lamls  are  sitasted 
may  become  purchasers. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  SPENCER, 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Public 
Lan(U  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expeilfiency 
of  granting  bounty  lands  to  the  commissioned  offi- 
cers who  served  in  the  army  of  the  United  States 
during  the  late  war  ^Xith  Great  Britain,  and  al^o  of 
reviving  the  acts  of  1816  and  1817,  granilu^  bounty 
lands  to  Canadian  volunteers. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BRONSON, 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Claims  be  in- 
structed to  inqu.ire  into  the  expediency  of  allowing 
to  George  J.  ICnisht  further  Compensation  for  a 
schooner  calbd  the  "  Experiment,"  belonging  to 
him,  which 'was  destroyed  by  the  enemy  in  fbe  last 
war  with  Great  Britain. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  RUSSELL, 

Rtiolved^  Jhat  the  Committee  on  Military  Af- 
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fairs  b(MQstracted  to  iaqutreinto  the  expediency 
of  boAtinaing  the  military  road  from  Piattsbaig  to 
Whitehall,  in  the/State  of  New  York. 

Mr.  PRATT  subpiltied  the  following  resolation, 
which  was  ordered  to  be  prmted: 

Whereas  tbe'nfiterials  used  in  the  erection  of  the 
Treasury  bnilding,  in  this  city,  are  congelated  sand- 
stone, absorbing  water,  and  requiring  to  be  fre- 
quently painted  at  great  expense,  to  preserve  it 
against  rktn  and  frost;  therefore, 

Retolved^  a$  the  smae  of  this  Howe^  That  all  pub- 
lic bnildingiv  isreafter  le  be  erected  for  the  use  of 
the  Government  shall  be  constructed  of  the  hardest 
and  most  durable  materials,  either  of  marble  or 
granite. 

Mr.  CLARK  offered  the  following  resolution, 
which  lies  over  one  day: 

Resolved^  That  the  House,  in  pursuance  of  the 
joint  resolution  of  the  5th  of  February,  1829,  will, 
on  the  second  Monday  of  February  next,  at  one 
o%lock,  proceed  to  the  election  of  a  printer  to  the 
House  for  the  26th  Congress.  . 
On  motion  of  Mr.  AYCRIGG, 
Rudved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be 
directed  to  famish  this  House  with  a  report  and 
extract  from  the  coast  survey,  containing  Newark 
Vay,  in  the  State  of  New  Jersey,  and  the  bars  in  its 
vicinity. 

Mr.  TORKE  submitted  the  following  resolution, 
which,  under  the  rule,  lies  over  one  day: 

Re$ohedfTh^i  five  hundred  copies  of  Senate  Doc. 
No.  140,  of  the  second  session  of  the  present  Con- 
gress, be  printed  for  the  use  of  the  members  of  this 
House. 

Mr.  NAYLOR  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion, which,  under  the  rule,  lies  one  day  upon  the 
tabic:  ^ 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  be  di- 
rected to  furnish  this  House  with  copies  of  the 
charges  of  inhuman,  unofficerlike,  ungentlemanly, 
and  infamous  conduct,  preferred  by  Charles  C. 
Barton,  a  Passed  Midshipman  of  the  United  Slates 
navy,  against  Captain  Jesse  D.  Elliott,  whilst  in 
command  of  the  Mediterranean  squadron,  together 
with  all  communications  in  relation  to  said  condact 
of  said  Captain  Elliott  and  to  said  charges,  on  file 
in  the  Navy  Department;  and  to  communicate  the 
reasons,  if  any,  why  the  said  Elliott  has  not  been 
ordered  to  be  tried  upon  said  charges. 
On  motion  of  Mrs  DARLINGTON, 
Ruolvedf  That  the  Committee  on  Revolutionary 
Pensions  inquiie  into  the  expediency  of  granting  a 
pension  to  Maijgaret  Marshall,  the  widow  of  a 
Revolutionary  officer,  and  that  the  papeis  relating 
to  the  case  be  taken  from  the  files  of  the  House  and 
referred  to  that  committee. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  SHEFFER, 
Resolved  That  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office 
and  Pest  Roads  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  establishing  by  law  .a  post  route 
from  Chambersburg  to  Funkstown,  Franklin  coun- 
ty, Pennsylvania.  Also,  th;u  ihe  same  committee 
be  fuitier  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  establishing  a  similar  route  from  the  borous^h  of 
York,  by  the  way  of  East  Berlin,  to  York  Springs, 
Adams  county,  in  said  Slate. 

Mr.  DAVIS  submitted  ihe  following  resoluiion, 
which,  under  the  rule,  lies  one  day  on  the  table: 

Resolved,  That  hereafter  the  daily  hour  of  meet- 
ing of  this  House  shall  be  1 1  o^clock. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  MORQAN, 
Resolved,  That  ihe  Committee  on  the  Post  Office 
and  Post  Roads  be   instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  establishing  a  mail  route  from  Pitts* 
burgh,  Pennsylvania,  to  Morganstown,  in  Virginia. 
Mr.  CRAIG  submitted  the  following  resolution; 
which,  under  the  rule  lies  over  one  day. 

Resolved,  That  the  second  Tuesday  in  February 
next,  be  set  a  part  for  the  consideration  of  House 
hill  No.  546,  entitled  "a  bill  granting  an  additional 
quantity  of  land  for  the  location  of  Revolutionary 
bounty  land  warrants,"  the  said  bill  to  take  prece- 
dence of  all  other  business  on  that  day  after  the 
morning  hour. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  McKENNAN, 
Resohed,  That  the  S^'crelary  of  the  Treasu  y  be 
directed  to  report  to  this  House  how  long  the  ba- 
lance of  1^3,702  72,  reported  in  the  acconnl  of  the 
receipts  and  ex|>enditure3  of  the  United  Stales  for 


the  year  1837,  prepared  in  the  office  9f  the  Reglv- 
terofthe  Treasury,  against  Thomas  Irwin,  esq. 
late  district  attorney,  and  now  district  judge  for  the 
Western  district  of  Pennsylvania,  has  been  slani- 
iug  on  the  books  of  the  Treasury;  whether  the 
said  district  attorney  has  presented  any  vouchers 
for  the  liquidation  of  that  balance,  which  have 
been  suspended;  and  if  not,  and  that  balance  is 
undisputed,  to  state  why  it  has  not  been  collec- 
ted. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  J.  JOHNSON, 

Resolved,  The  Senate  concurring  herein,  that  > 
the  Joint  Committee  on  the  Library  be  instructed 
to  Inquire  into,  and  report  upon  the  expediency  of 
providing  a  digested  index  to  the  whole  series  of 
journals  of  the  House,  since  the  organization  of 
the  Government,  alphabetically  pointing  to  each 
subject  matter,  with  the  year,  volume,  and  page  of 
record. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  MALLORY, 

^esolvsd,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  communicate  to  this  House  the  ag- 
gregate amount  paid  to  all  persons  who  have,  since 
lfi29,  been  concerned  in  negotiating  treaties  with 
the  Indians,  together  with  the  names  of  such  per- 
sons, and  the  sums  respectively  received  by  them 
in  the  way  of  per  fliem,  mileage,  and  extra  charges, 
and  under  what  authority.  And,  also,  if  any 
of  the  clerks  in  the  State,  Treasury,  War,  or 
Navy  Departments,  or  any  of  the  bureaus  or  of- 
fices thereof,  are  charged  with  the  disbursement  of 
public  funds,  and  if  so,  what  amount  of  compensa- 
tion is  allowed  to  each  for  the  performance  of  this 
extra  service,  and  what  security  is  required  of  them 
for  its  faithlul  performance. 

Mr.  MEtlCER  submitted  the  following;  resolu- 
tion, which,  under  the  role,  lies  over  one  day: 

Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be,  and  he  is  hereby,  requested  to  lay  before  the 
House  oC  Representatives,  a  list  of  all  removals 
from  offic2  which  have  occurred  since  the  organi- 
zation of  the  present  Government  of  the  United 
States,  denoting  the  names  of  the  persons  so  re- 
moved, and  the  title  or  denomination  of  their  re- 
spective offices.  Also,  a  similar  list  of  all  persons 
whose  term  of  service  having  been  limited,  bv  law, 
to  four  years,  have  not  been  renominated;  and  that 
such  list  denote  the  date  of  each  removal,  or  ex- 
piration of  office,  not  succeeded  by  the  renomina- 
tion  of  the  person  whose  term  of  service  shall  have 
to  expired. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BANKS, 
^  Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Invalid  Pen- 
sions be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
placing  Lenza  Thomas  on  the  pension  lisi;  and  that 
the  Commissioner  of  Pensions  furnish  the  commit- 
tee with  the  documents  in  his  possession  in  support 
of  his  claim  for  a  pensipn. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BEIRNE, 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office 
and  Post  Roads  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  making  certain  changes  in  the  car- 
rying of  the  Inails,  and  certain  alterations  in  the 
mail  routefij  in  Caball  county,  Virginia,  as  suggest- 
ed by  the  citizens  of  the  said  county. 

Mr.  PARRIS  submitted  the  following  the  fol- 
lowing resolution,  which  lies  one  day  upon  the 
table: 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revolutionary 
Pensions  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expedi- 
ency of  further  extending  the  provisions  ol  the 
pension  act  of  July  7,  1838,  to  give  benefit  to  the 
widows  of  renolutionary  pensioners,  who  have  be- 
come widows  since  the  passage  of  the  pension  act 
of  July  4,  1836. 

Mr.  McKAY  submitted  the  following  resolutwn, 
which,  under  the  rule,  lies  over  one  day: 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be  diied- 
ted  to  inform  the  House  whether  any  cases  of  de- 
falcation, not  heretofore  reported  to  either  House 
of  Coungress,  have  occurred  on  the  part  of  the 
public  officers,  in  any  branch  of  the  public  service, 
under  the  direction  of  his  Department;  the  names 
of  such  defaulters,  and  the  amounts  of  the  defal- 
cations, respectively,  and  what  proceedings  have 
been  adopted  by  him  in  each  case. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  MONTGOMERY, 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be  instruc- 
ted to  inform  this  House  whether  any  ;of  the  State 


iroops  called  into  the  service  of' the  United  States, 
in  liie  Cherokee  country,  yet  remain  unpaid,  an^lf 
so,  how  many,  and  the  rea.'sons  why  these  claim 
have  not  sooner  been  setttled. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  C.  SHEPARD, 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Commerce  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  survey- 
in?  Nouce  river  in  North  Carolina. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CONNOR, 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revolutionary 
Pensions  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expedien* 
cy  of  granting  a  pension  to  Elizabeth  Allen,  widow 
of  Vincent  Allen,  and  a  soldier  of  the  Revolution. 

Mr.  SAWYER  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion, which,  under  the  rule,  lies  one  day  upon  the 
table: 

Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  .States 
be  requested  to  communicate  to  this  House,  if  not 
incompatible  with  the  public  interest,  upon  what 
authority  Lewis  Cass,  Minister  to  (he  Court  of  St 
rioud,  visited  France,  Asia,  and  other  foreign  coun- 
tries, since  his  appointment,  and  how  long  said 
Minister  was  absent  from  the  court  of  the  French 
Kjn^. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WILLIAMS  of  North  Caro- 
lina : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revolutionary 
Pensions  be  directed  to  inquire  into  the  expedi- 
ency of  allowing  the  claim  of  Alexander  William- 
son, of  Iredell  county,  N.  C.  and  that  the  evidence 
on  file  in  this  House  be  referred  to  the  said  oom- 
miitee. 

0  )  motion  of  Mr.  GRAHAM  of  North  Carolina, 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  of  Elections  be  in- 
stru  led  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  passing  a 
law  of  the  following  import,  constituting  the  Com- 
mittee of  Elections: 

That  on  the  third  day  of  the  first  ses^^ion  c^  each 
Congress,  the  name  of  that  member  from  each  State 
who  has  received  the  greatest  majority  of  votes  for 
Cong;rr.ss  among  his  own  delegation,  shall  be  depo- 
sited in  box  No.  1. 

Th.it  the  names  of  all  the  other  members  of  Con- 
grei'S  ihen  in  attendance  shall  be  severally  pnt  in 
box  No.  9. 

That  a  boy  under  ten  years  old  shall  proceed  . 
forthwith  to  draw  out  of  box  No.  2  the  names  of 
ten  members,  which  names,  so  drawn,  shall  be 
placed  in  b^x  No.  1. 

That  box  No.  1,  then  containing  "thirty-six  bal- 
lots or  names,  shall  be  mixed,  and  immediately  a 
b<  y  under  ten  years  aid  shall  draw  out  one  ballot, 
until  the  names  of  twelve  members  of  Congress  be 
so  drawn;  which  twelve  persons  shall  constitute  the 
Committee  of  Elections. 

That  said  committee  shall  thereupon  be  sworn 
by  the  Speaker,  to  hear,  investigate,  and  report 
truly  all  such  contested  elections  as  may  be  com- 
mitted to  their  charge,  according  to  the  Constitution 
of  the  U'liled  States  and  the  laws  of  the  State  in 
which  the  contest  may  or  shall  originate. 

That  the  said  committee  shall  immediately  re- 
tire to  their  committee  room,  and  elect  their  own 
chairman. 

That  in  case  of  a  vacancy  in  said  committee,  by 
death,  resignation,  or  otherwise,  such  vacancy  shall 
be  filled  by  drawing  one  or  more  names  from  box 
No.  1,  un'il  the  committee  be  again  filled. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McKAY, 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Commerce  he 
in&tructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  ba tiding 
a  light-house  on  Oak  Island,  at  the  mouth  of  Cape 
Fear  river;  also,  of  placing  a  small  light  on  Camp- 
helps  islanr^,  in  said  river. 

Mr.  THOMPSON  submitted  the  following  joint 
resolution,  which,  under  the  rules,  lies  over,  and 
was  ordered  to  be  printed: 

Resolved  hy  the  Senate  and  House  gfRepresenioHntf 
qfthe  United  States  of  America  in  Congress  ossemMerf, 
That  the  notes  of  sound  specie  paying  banks  shall 
hereafter  be  received  in  payment  of  the  dues  of  the 
Government,  under  such  regulations  and  restric*  - 
tions  as  may  be  prescribed  by  Congress. 

Resolved,  That  the  public  funds  shall  hereafter 
be  depoi^iied  with  bankis  owned  in  whole  or  in  part 
by  the  States  where  situated,  and  that  where  none 
such  exist,  with  such  incorporated  banks  as  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  may  select;  Prmidtd^ 
That  when  deposited  with  private  incorporated    ^ 
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btnte,  the  foods  of  the  Government  are  not  to  be 

Qsedio  the  discoants  or  other  bosiness  of  such 

I-   teaks;  and  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be 

aothonzed  to  contract  with  said  banks  for  a  stipa- 

j    ]8i<>d  compeDsation  for  the  safekeeping,  transfer, 

I     and  disbarseme&t  of  the  public  moneys. 

Ob  metion  of  Mr.  HA  YNES,. 

fituhed,  That  the  Committee  on  PDblic  Boiki- 

in»}  uid  Groonds  be  instructed  to  inqatre  into  the 

onetiabHity  of  enlarging  the  rooms  and  giving 

tdditiona]  light  to  the  Uoose  Library;  of  the  pro- 

i    prietj  of  having  all  books  and  documents  belonging 

i    10  ibf  House,  as  tbey  pavs  into  print,  placed  in  the 

Fame  fot  safekeeping  and  for  reference,  whereby 

one  depository  will  be  made  of  the  whole;  of  ap- 

poiatiojT  the  Librarian  by  the  House,  and  requii^ 

iiif  hhn  10  give  bond  for  the  faithfol  keeping  and 

prraernng  of  all  the  printed  records  so  to  be  placed 

in  his  charge.  ^ 

On  motion  of  Mr.  8.  WILLIAMS,  the  House 
roolf  up  for  censideraiion  the  following  resolution, 
offered  by  him  on  the  31st  December,  as  follows: 

Xmbed,  That  the  Secretaries  of  State,  Treasury, 
War,  and  Navy,  and  the  Postmaster  Gieneral,  be, 
and  ihey  are  hereby  respectively  required  to  report 
and  commaoicate  to  this  House,  as  soon  as  practi- 
eable,  what  were  the  expenses  of  their  respective 
DepartnieQi^,  including  every  item  of  expenditure, 
in  the  yeir  commencing  on  the  4th  day  of  March, 
1628,  and  ending  on  the  3d  day  of  March,  1839, 
and  80  on  for  each  successive  year  up  to  the  4th  of 
March,  1838,  and  from  thence  up  to  the  1st  day  of 
Janaary,  1839;  placing  eadi  item  of  expenditure 
onder  i:s  proper  head;  and  further,  to  report  and 
eommwicate  ibe  number  of  clerks  and  other  offi- 
eos,  of  every  description  whatever,  belonging  to 
thdr  respective  Departments,  with  tlie  salary  or 
paj  of  eaeh,  in  each  year,  separately,  commencing 
00  the  4th  day  of  March,  1828,  and  so  on  for  each 
soa€?si?e  year  np  to  the  4th  of  March,  1838,  and 
froffl  ihencc  up  to  the  1st  day  of  January,  1839. 

And  further,  to  report  how  much  (if  an?  thini;) 

\m  been  allowed  as  extra  pay  to  any  clerk  or  other 

oficer  of  their  respective  Departments,  at  any  time 

'  liihin  the  foregoing  periods,  and  for  what  services 

'  iHoffi  extra  allowances  were  made. 

'    Mr.  CRARY  was  oppomd  to  the  resolution  in  its 

present  shape,  because  it  woold  involve  an  inquiry 

vhich  it  would  take  six  months  to  answer. 

A  notion  was  made  by  Mr.  RENCHER  to 
amend  the  said  resolution  by  inserting  therein  the 
woTdi**ibe  Clerk  of  the  House  of  Representatives 
'  and  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate." 

And,  pending  the  question  on  the  motion, 
The  previous  question  was  moved  by  Mr.  S. 
WILLIAMS;  when 

AcaU/)f  the  House  was  moved  by  Mr.  RIVES, 
whif h  was  decided  in  the  negative. 

The  HoQw  then  divided  on  the  motion  for  the 
prerioQs  question,  when  it  was  found  That  a  quo- 
ram  was  not  present. 

A  motion  was  (hen  made  by  Mr.  BANKS  that 
<lKre  be  a  eall  of  the  Hou.«ie. 

And,  the  question  being  put,  it  passed  in  the 
affirmative. 

The  roll  was  then  called  in  part;  when, 
^  On  nation  of  Mr.  CTTSHMAN,  further  proceed- 
ia^iB  thecal!  were  dispensed  with. 

And  the  House  again  divided  on  the  motion  for 
|be  prerions  question;  when  it  was  demanded  by  a 
ittjority  of  the  members  present. 

Tlie  previous  question  was  then  put,  viz:  Shall 
be  main  qnestion  be  now  put?  And  passed  in  the 
fcgaUire. 

r  And  so  the  House  determined  that  the  main  qaes- 
in  should  not  now  be  put. 
!  Mr.  GRANTLAND  presented  a  resolution  by 
k  General  Assembly  of  the  Slate  of  Georgia,  so- 
ph'flg  the  establishment  of  a  weekly  mail  rou*e 
lie  mail  to  be  carried  on  horsebnck)  between 
Msville,  in  the  county  of  Union,  and  Dahlonega, 
■  fte  county  of  Lumpkin,  by  the  way  of  Cooper's 
hp'in  the  Blue  Ridge;  which  resolution  wrs  refer- 
M  to  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Po«t 
iflKfo. 

'  Oa  motion  of  Mr.  SOUTHGATE, 
[htbhtA,  That  the  Committee  on  Military  Af- 
Bsbe  inatracted  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
'     flie  publk  buildings  and  enlarging  the 


public  grounds  at  the  military  post  at  Newport, 
Kentucky. 

Mr.  S.  WILLIAMS  submitted  the  following  re- 
solution, which,  under  the  rule,  lies  over  one  day: 

Retolvedf  That  for  the  residue  of  this  session,  the 
daily  hour  to  which  this  House  shall  stand  ad- 
journed be  10  o^clock,  a.  m. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  submitted  the  following  re- 
solution, which,  under  the  rule,  lies  over  one  day: 

Ruohedf  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be 
directed  to  state,  in  the  report  which  may  be  made 
to  the  HoQse,  in  answer  to  the  resolution  adopted 
,on  the  14ih  day  of  January,  1839,  ''calling  for  the 
amount  of  money  expended  annually  by  each  Ad- 
ministration in  the  Government,  from  the  4th 
March,  1789,  to  the  4th  March,  1837,  with  the 
amount  of  public  money  lost  annually  by  defalca- 
tion of  public  officers,"  dkc.  whether  suits  have 
been  instituted  against  the  several  defaulting  debt- 
ors, and  when;  and  further,  that  he  inform  this 
House  when  the  defaulting  debtors  were  severally 
appointed  and  employed  in  the  public  service. 

On  molieR  of  Mr.  MENEFEE, 

Retohedy  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be, 
and  he  is  hereby,  directed  to  commnniate  to  this 
House  a  statement  of  the  sums  respectively  award- 
ed, under  the  act  of  July  13,  1833,  for  carrying 
into  effect  the  convention  with  France  of  July  4, 
1831,  in  favor  of  persons  from  whom  sums  of 
money  were  due  to  the  United  States;  the  amounts 
to  which  they  were  respectively  entitled,  under  the 
ratable  proportions  provided  for  by  said  act;  the 
amounts  respectively  paid  to  them;  the  amounts  re- 
spectively entered  to  their  credit  by  reason  of  .the 
dedocttons  provided  for  in  said  act;  why,  if  the 
fact  be  9o,  Mid  persons  did  not  receive  the  full 
benefit  of  said  act,  either  by  payment  or  credits  on 
their  debts  to  the  United  States;  whether  an  agent 
was  employed  by  the  Tieasury  Department  to  as- 
certain the  persons  thus  indebted;  and,  if  s  >,  who 
he  was,  on  what  terms  employed,  and,  if  paid,  to 
what  amount,  how,  and  by  what  authority;  ant 
whether  all  the  facts  necessary  to  enable  the  Se- 
cretary to  make  said  deduction;}  did  not  previously 
exist  on  the  files  of  his  Department,  and  were  not 
actually  furnished  for  that  purpose  by  an  officer 
thereof  under  his  direction. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  B.  CAMPBELL  moved  the 
following  resolution,  which  was  read,  and  laid  on 
the  table  one  day,  under  the  rule: 

Rewhed^  That  the  Secretaries  of  the  I^avy,  War, 
State  and  Treasury  Departments  be  respectively 
directed  to  communicate  to  this  House  what  per 
centage  is  allowed  disbursing  officers,  in  their  seve- 
ral Departments,  for  the  disbursement  of  the  pub- 
lic monry,  by  any  regulation  of  the  Department, 
and  whether  any  officer  receiving  a  salarv  fixed  by 
law  has,  since  the  4ih  day  of  March,  1829,  been 
allowed  a  per  centage  as  compensation  for  extra 
services,  for  the  disbursement  of  the  public  money, 
the  name  of  such  officer  or  officers,  and  the  amount 
so  received  by  each;  and  that  they  be  respectively 
directed  to  coofimunicate  to  this  House  copies  of 
any  regulations  which  may  have  been  made,' under 
which  such  per  centages  are  allowed  and  paid;  and 
that  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be  directed  to 
lay  before  this  Honse  any  correspondence  upon 
the  subject  of  the  money  retained  by  William  Steu- 
ben Smith,  late  a  clerk  in  the  Land  Office,  and  to 
inform  this  House  what  were  the  said  Smith *s  re- 
turns, and  whether  the  amount  retained  in  his  hands 
exceeded  the  disbnr^ments  he  was  required  to 
make,  or  whether  he  failed  to  make  the  disburse- 
ments required,  and  withheld  the  money,  refusing 
to  apply  it  as  directed;  and  that  he  also  inform  this 
House  when  said  Smith  failed  or  refused  to  pay 
over  the  money  in  his  hands,  when  suit  wa.s  insti- 
tuted against  him,  and  when  he  resigned  his  officp, 
or  was  dismissed  from  the  service. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CROCKKTT, 

Resotvedf  That  the  Secretary  o^the  Treasury  be 
instructed  to  communicate  to  this  Honw  the 
amount  of  money  already  expended  in  the  con- 
struction of  the  new  cu$tom-hoose  at  New  York, 
and  what  amount  is  estimated  to  be  necessary  to 
complete  it. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CARTER, 

Resohed,  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be  directed 
to  oommunicate  to  this  Honse,  with  as  little  delay 


as  possible,  what  progress  has  been  made  in  the 
execution  of  the  treaties  with  the  Chickasaw  Indi- 
ans of  the  20th  of  October,  1839,  and  24th  of  Ma5% 
1834;  what  amount  of  tunds  has  been  received  by 
the  United  States  in  tru.««t  for  said  tribe  of  Indians, 
arising  from  the  sale  of  their  land.**,  and  how  the 
~same  has  t>een  investrd,  at  what  time,  and  in  what 
stocks,  and  the  name  of  the  agent  or  agents  con- 
cerned in  negotiating  all  such  investments;  also, 
the  whole  amount  of  the  expense  incurred  in  the 
execution  of  said  treaties,  the  amount  of  such  ex- 
pense paid  by  the  Government,  and  the  amount 
paid  from  the  sales  of  the  lands  by  said  Indians; 
also,  the  name  of  each  officer  or  agent  employed 
in  the  execution  of  said  treaties,  the  date  of  his 
appointment,  the  nature  of  the  service  of  each  of 
them,  the  time  each  was  oefuoUy  employed,  as  near- 
ly as  may  be  ascertained,  the  rate  of  compensation, 
and  the  aggregate  amount  paid  to  each. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  Secretary  of  War  be  al- 
so directed  to  report  to  this  House  (he  whole  num- 
ber of  the  Choctaw  Indians  who  i^moved  west  of 
the  Mississippi,  under  the  superintendence  of  the 
United  States,  according  to  the  provisions  of  the 
treaty  of  Dancing  Rabbit  Creek,  and  the  num- 
ber removed  in  each  year  since  the  coramenoe- 
ment  ef  emigration;  also,  the  name  of  each  officer 
or  agent  employed  in  the  execution  of  the  several 
articles  of  said  treaty,  the  da'e  of  his  appointment, 
the  nature  and  term  of  the  service  of  each,  the  rate 
and  the  aggregate  amount  of  compensation  of  eaeh 
officer  or  agent  appointed  under  the  provisions  of 
the  act  of  the  3d  of  March,  18?0,  entitled  "An  act 
for  the  appointment  of  commissioners  to  adjust  the 
claims  to  reservations  of  land,  under  the  I4th  arti- 
cle of  the  treaty  of  1830,  with  the  Choctaw  In- 
dians," and  the  act  of  the  22J  of  February,  1838, 
amending  the  same;  also,  what  progress  has  been 
made  in  the  execution  of  the  objects  of  said  acts. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BELL, 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  cf  the  Treasury  be 
directed  to  inform  this  House  what  steps' have  been 
taken  by  the  Department,  or  by  the  agent  or  Soli- 
citor of  the  Treasury,  to  collect  the  balance  due,  er 
claimc'i  to  be  due,  the  United  States  from  John 
Brahan,  late  receiver  of  public  money  at  Hunts- 
ville,  Alabama,  or  from  his  legal  representatives; 
and  that  he  communicate  copies  of  aii  the  corre> 
pondenoe,  and  other  papers  within  the  control  of 
the  Department,  relative  to  said  claim. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  TURNEY, 

Retolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  War  communi- 
cate to  thi5  House  the  number  of  horses,  belong- 
ing to  the  volunteers  in  the  service  of  the  Unlt^ 
States  in  Florida,  which  were  turned  over  to  the 
United  States,  and  the  orders  under  or  by  which 
they  were  so  turned  over,  and  by  what  authority 
said  orders  were  made;  that  he  also  communicate 
the  aggregate  value  of  said  horses  when  mustered 
Into  service,  with  their  equipages,  and  also  the 
value  assessed  at  the  time  they  were  turned  over; 
and  that  he  communicate  the  cause  of  the  great 
difference  in  value,  and  whether  it  was  not  owing 
to  the  4act  that  a  lam  portion  of  said  horses  had 
given  out,  aad  were  abandoned  from  want  of  fo- 
rage. That  he  also  commnnicate  the  number  of 
claims  for  lost  horses  now  on  file,  the  number  that 
have  been  paid,  and  the  number  yet  remain mg  to 
be  audited  and  paid,  and  the  reason  why  they  have 
not  been  paid  before  thia^  and  whether  the  claims 
of  the  volunteers  under  the  command  of  Major 
Lauderd:^le  for  lost  horses  have  been  examined  by 
the  Third  Auditor,  and  the  causes  of  the  great  de- 
lay of  that  officer  to  perform  this  service,  ard 
when  it  is  likely  be  will  examine  and  adjust  said 
claims. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CHEATHAM, 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be 
directed  to  communicate  to  this  House  a  supple- 
ment to  the  tabular  statements  transmitted  by  him 
on  the  4ih  Oi"  fanuarv,  183f>,  in  compliance  with  a 
resolution  of  tiie  House  of  the  3Lsi  December, 
1835,  exhibiting  in  such  supplement  a  statement  of 
the  sums  annually  paid,  under  each  material  head 
of  expenditures  from  1834  to  1839. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  HARPER,    • 

Resolved,  Toat  the  Committer  of  Claims  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  making 
compensation  to  the  heirs  and  legal  representatives 
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of  James  Reynolds,  for  a  horse  lost  io  the  late  war 
with  Great  BriUin. 

On  Djieiion  of  Mr.  BOND, 

Retohtdy  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be 
directed  to  report  to  this  Hotue  the  dates  and 
amounts  of  the  official  bonds  of  the  oolleciors  and 
naval  officers  at  the  ports  of  Philadelphia,  New 
York,  and  Boston,  together  with  the  names  of  the 
securities  of  said  collectors  and  naval  officers, 
respectively. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  LEADBETTER, 

Raolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary 
be  insiructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  so 
amending  the  law  in  relation  to  the  Judiciary  as  to 
require  an  interchange  of  the  duties  of  circuit  and 
district  judges  of  the  United  States  courts,  in  all 
cases  wbere  it  would  be  improper  for  them  lo  its 
on  account  of  interest,  or  where  parties  cannot  ob- 
tain a  lair  trial,  &c. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  GOODE, 

Resolvedy  That  the  Committee  en  the  Public 
Lands,  to  whoin  is  now  committed  a  resolution  in- 
structing them  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  re- 
porting a  bill  to  authorize  the  Suite  of  Ohio  to  pur- 
chase ihe  United  States  alternate  sections  o(  land 
on  the  Miami  caua),  in  the  State  of  Ohio,  and  ihe 
United  States  alternate  sections  of  land  on  so  much 
of  the  Wabash  and  Erie  canal  as  lies  within  the 
State  of  Ohio  at  j^2  50  per  acre,  be  hereby  further 
instructed  to  extend  theit  inquiries  into  the  expedi- 
ency of  providing  also  in  the  same  bill  for  the  re- 
ceding to  the  Slate  of  Ohio  by  the  United  States 
the  right  it  now  has  to  navigate  said  canals  free  of 
toll. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  JOHNSON  of  La. 

Betohedy  That  the  Postmaster  General  be  di- 
rected to  repoit  to  this  House  the  number  of  fail- 
ures in  the  ordinary  and  express  mails,  distinguish- 
ing between  the  said  mails,  to  and  from  the  city  of 
New  Orleans,  wiibin  the  last  six  months,  the  causes 
of  said  failures,  and  Uie  steps  adopted  by  him  to 
prevent  the  recurrence  of  such  failures. 

Reselvedy  That  the  Committee  on  Commerce  be 
ii^strucied  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  making 
an  appropriation  to  aid  in  the  improvement  of  the 
harbor  on  Lake  Fontchartrain,  at  Port  Pontchar- 
train,  in  the  State  of  Louisiana. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WHITE  of  Indiana, 

Aejolvcd,  That  the  SecreUry  of  War  be  directed 
to  report  to  this  House  whether,  in  his  opinion,  the 
improvements  can  be  suspended  or  discontinued 
upon  the  harbors  now  in  prodbss  of  construction, 
without  endangering  the  existence  of  the  structiires 
already  begun,  and  without  exposing  th^  Govern- 
ment to  a  waste  of  the  moneys  already  expended; 
what  is  the  average  progress  of  those  harbors  to< 
^■'ards  completion;  and  whether  the  interests  of 
commerce  would  not  be  deleteriously  affected  by 
such  suspension  or  discontinuance;  and  that  he  ex- 
tend his  report  to  those  rivers  whose  channels  are 
now  undergoing  improvement  under  the  authority 
of  the  United  Slates. 

Raolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revoluiionaiy 
Pensions  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expedi- 
ency of  repealing  the  act  of  Congress  entitled  "An 
act  directing  the  transfer  of  money  remaining  un- 
claimed by  certain  pensioners,  and  authorizing  \he 
payment  of  the  same  at  the  Treasury  of  the  United 
States;"  approved  April  6,  1638. 

Mr.  RAR1DEN  moved  the  following  resolution, 
which  was  read  and  laid  on  the  table  one  day,  un- 
der the  rulCy  viz: 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be  directed 
to  report  to  this  House  the  names  and  rank  of  the 
officers  of  the  army  of  the  United  Slates  who  have 
been  employed  since  July,  1834,  in  paying  Indian 
annuities,  or  in  making  payment  under  treaty  sti- 
pulation, showing  the  tribe  or  nations  to  whom 
paid,  and  the  amount  paid  to  each  tribe,  with  the 
amount  paid  to  such  officers,  either  as  salaries,  per 
ceniage,  per  diem  pay,  mileage,  transportation,  or 
subsistence.  And,  alBo,  the  names  and  residence 
of  each  individual  employed  since  July,  1834,  in 
the  transportation  of  money,  goods,  or  other  pro- 
perty paid  to  the  Indian*,  the  amount  of,  and  what 
property  iran5iporicd,  the  amount  paid  lo  each  per- 
son so  employed,  distinguishing  what  was  paid  as 
wages,  what  for  transportation,  mileage,  subsistence, 
or  per  centage^  and  how  long  each  person  waa  so 


employed  in  each  case,  and-  for  what  tribe  or  na- 
tion. Aud,  also,  the  names  and  residence  of  each 
individual  employed  in  removing  the  Indiana  west 
of  the  Mississippi  since  J 830,  exclusive  of  the  ar- 
my, together  with  the  compensaiion  paid  to  each, 
how  long  each  was  employed,  and  in  what  capa- 
city, noting  what  was  paid  to  each  as  salary, 
what  as  per  diem  pay,  expenses  incurred,  or 
subsistence,  during  the  time  so  employed.  And« 
also,  to  report  the  names  and  residence  of 
ail  persons  employed  as  commissioBers,  or  by  any 
other  name,  since  1830,  to  investigate  claims 
against  Indians,  and  the  names  and  residence  of 
the  persons  employed  to  aid  such  commissioners, 
whether  as  clerks,  secretaries,  or  attorneys,  to- 
gether with  the  location  of  the  Indians  where  the 
services  were  rendered,  the  amount  of  claims  inves- 
tigated, the  time  employed,  and  the  amount  of 
compensation  paid  to  each,  whether  as  salary,  per 
diem  allowance,  expenses,  tianspedrtatton,  subsis- 
tence, or  per  ceniage,  and  to  specify  under  what 
laws  the  various  persons  t>efore  named  have  been 
appointed  to  the  seveial  employs  and  paid. 

Mr.  EWING  moved  the  following  resolution, 
which  was  read,  and  laid  on  the^able  one  day, 
under  the  rule,  viz: 

Raolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be  request- 
ed to  communicate  to  this  House  the  number,  and 
places  of  payment,  of  agents  now  authorized  to 
satisfy  Revolutionary  and  other  ptnsions,  declared 
payable  in  the  State  of  Indiana;  the  compensation, 
if  any,  to  which  said  agent  or  agents  are,  or  claim 
to  be,  entitled.  Also,  the  terms,  if  known  at  the 
Department,  upon  which  the  State  bank  of  Indi- 
ana would  agree  to  stipulate  to  matte  all  such  pay- 
ments, though  the  instrumentality  of  her  branch 
banks,  with  all  such  additional  information  as  he 
may  possess,  and  deem  proper,  to  show  the  trou- 
ble, loss,  and  delay,  to  which  the  poor  pensioners, 
payable  in  sail  State,  are  now  subjected,  by  reason 
of  great  distance  from  the  point  or  points  at  which 
they  can  alone  receive  payment,  and  to  denion- 
strate  the  justice  and  expediency  of  providing  by 
law  for  a  more  suitable  and  uniform  mode  of  ma- 
king all  such  payments  hereafter. 

Mr.  MAY  submitted  the  following  resolution, 
which  was  read,  and  laid  on  the  table  one  day,  un- 
der the  rule,  viz: 

Rtiohedy  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be 
directed  to  communicate  to  this  House  the  corres- 
pondence which  took  place  in  the  year  1638,  be- 
tween his  Department  and  James  Turney,  relative 
to  his  appointment  to,  and  acceptance  of,  the  office 
of  register  of  the  land  office  at  Galena,  in  the  State 
of  Illinois;  and,  also,  between  the  Department  and 
Wm.  G.  Flood,  relative  to  his  appointment  to,  and 
acceptance  of,  the  office  of  register  of  the  land  of- 
fice at  Cluincy,  in  the  said  State  of  Illinois,  tn  the 
year  1838;  and  that  the  said  Secretary  be  directed 
to  inform  this  House  whether  the  business  of  said 
offices  has  not  been  suspended  for  some  time,  in 
consequence  of  the  nonaoceptance  of  the  said  indi- 
viduals, and  how  long  it  has  been  so  suspended; 
and  Vhy  the  said  offices  have  not  been  filled;  and 
whether,  notwithstanding  the  nonaoceptance  of  the 
said  James  Turney  and  Wm.  G.  Flood,  they  have 
been  nominated  or  appointed  by  the  President,  by 
and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate,  to 
the  satd  offices.  And  whether  it  is  known  to  the 
Department  that  these  persons  are  now  members  of 
the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Illinois,  and  are,  at 
this  time,  in  the  discharge  of  their  duties  as  such. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CASEY, 

Reaolvedy  That  the  Committee  on  the  Public 
Lands  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  ^pediency 
of  granting  to  the  State  of  Illinois,  township  five 
north,  range  fourteen  west,  in  the  district  of  land 
subject  to  sale  at  Palestine,  in  said  State;  said  Ian  1 
to  be  disposed  of  by  the  State  authority,  and  the 
ava.ls  thereof  to  be  applied,  exclusively,  to  the  im- 
provement of  the  navigation  of  the  Kmbarras  river. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  SNYDER, 

Resehed^  That  the  Committee  on  Commerce  in- 
quire into  the  exdediency  of  creating  ports  of  entry 
and  delivery  at  Chicago,  Alton,  and  Cairo,  in  the 
State  of  Illinois. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CHAPMAN, 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  of  Ciatms  be  in- 
structed to  investigate  the  accounts  of  McNary 


Harris,  as  Jate  quarternasier  uid  aptinf  commis- 
sary of  subsiaieaoe  to  Colond  Benjamin  Bnod- 
grass's  ifigimeot  of  Aktbama  volunteers  in  Florida, 
and  of  making  piovision  for  the  payment  of  thi 
same  if  found  correct. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  HARRISON, 

Reeolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Public 
Lands  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expedkaqr 
of  making  three  additional  land  disu-icts  in  (to 
State  of  Missouri:  That  they  further  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  providing  by  law  for  prospective 
pre-emptions. 

On  motion  of^Mr.  YELL, 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Public 
Lands  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  propiriely  of 
making  /uriher  provisions  for  the  ctaimaats  to  mi- 
litary bounty  lands,  either  setting  apart  a  poftioa 
of  the  public  land,  or  to  authorize  the  issuing  of 
scrip  to  satisfy  alt  such  claims. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  YELL, 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Pablia 
Lands  be  instructed  to.  inquire  into  the  propriety  of 
so  amending  the  act  of  the  7th  July,  1838,  estsblidk- 
ing  the  western  land  district  in  the  State  of  Arkan- 
sas as  to  carry  into  effect  the  provisions  of  the  said 
act  forthwith. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  DOWNING,  Delegate  from 
Florida, 

1.  Resolved,  That  the  Committee  On  the  Terri- 
tories be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expedienci 
of  increasing  the  salaries  of  the  keeper  of  the  pub^ 
lie  archives  in  Pensacola  and  St.  Augustine,  ii 
Florida. 

2.  Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Roads  and 
Canals  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expedieng 
of  appropriating  a  sum  of  money  to  repair  the  mi- 
litaiy  road  from  Jacksonville  to  NewnansviUe,  ii 
Florida. 

Mr.  DOWNING  moved  the  followiog  rrsote 
tions,  which  were  ret^.d,  and  laid  on  the  table  on 
day,  under  the  rttle,  viz: 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be,  and  b 
hereby  is,  instructed  to  communicate  to  this  Hoosc 
at  the.  earliest  day  practicable,  all  the  infomuitiot 
in  his  Department  respecting  the  disposition  wW 
has  been  made  of  such  negro  and  6iher  prcpeir^j 
has  been  captured  from  the  hostile  Indians  in  dk 
course  of  the  present  war  in  Florida,  and  thenMM 
(if  any)  which  were  adopted  to  ascertain  wbaAi 
any  portion  of  the  property  so  captured  beiongedH 
or  was  claimed  by,  inhabitants  of  Flortda^  «■ 
whether  a  fair  or  reasonable  opportunity  waas»IR0 
ed  to  said  inhabitants  to  prel'er  claims,  and  sk« 
tbeir  right  of  ownership  to  such  captured  praqpeHj 
and  whether  all  negroes,  and  other  captureil  ^ 
perty,  owned  or  claimed  by  citizens  of  Ptood 
weie  surrendered  to  the  owners  and  claioiants^OKi 
bestowed  as  to  secure  to  said  claimants  and  < 
a  proper  protection  of  their  rights  and 
and  whether  or  not,  any  bargain  or 
m^nt  was  made  by  the  Government,  or  its  of 
with  the  Creek  Indians,  or  others  emplo>ed  to  i 
in  the  prosecution  of  the  war  sgainst  tke  < 
noles,  by*  which  said  Creeks,  or  others,  hav-o'lM 
allowed,  eilher  by  themselves  or  agents,  to  ^ 
possession  of,  and  appropriate  io  their  o^»a  i 
and  profit,  any  negroes,  or  other  eaptured  projpq 
audit  so,  to  what  extent  such  bargain 
permitted  to  operate,  and  what  amount  -of  i 
and  other  property  has,  under  its  provisioiiiii 
conditions,  been  placed  ar  the  disposal  of  j| 
Creeks,  i  r  others,  and  what  portion  of  the 
ty,  so  placed,  is  owned  or  claimed  by  dt 
Florida. 

2.  Resohed,  That  the  Secretary  of  War  Imk  i 
instructed  to  ascertain  and  report  to  Cong^ifep 
the  earliest  day  practicable,  the  names  of  .mM  ] 
sons  (not  in  the  line  of  the  regular  army  o^  ^ 
volunteers  or  militia)  who  ba^e  been,  in  ih«n.«flj 
of  the  present  year,  in  Florida,  impressed  itt^ 
service  of  the  United  States,  or  otherwise  eoaj^ 
""  guides,  interpreters,  or  pack-horse * 


what  portion,  if  any,  of  the  persons  so  easa^^ 
were  slaves,  owned  or  claimed  by  citizens  o^ 
rida;  at  what  rate  of  compensation  they  iv^^Bm 
in  service,  and  whether  such  rate  of  ^trtnpfiijM 
has  been  paid;  and,  if  so,  whether  it^aff^-^  -'"^ 
the  owners  or  claimants  of  such  slaved' 
paid  to  them,  to  whom,  and  by  n^ha^iij 


was  it  paid  to  pemoos  other  than  such  owners  or 
«laiiMQt5:  AmdktU  rmhedy  That  the  Seoretary  of 
War  bo  farther  instroeted  to  famish  at  the  tame 
to  \)ds  HoQse  oopiet  of  all  such  eorre«poiidenoe 
IS  may  have  taken  place  hetween  his  Department 
foi  t^e  officers  from  time  to  time  io  oommand  of 
ihe  nilitarr  forces  engaged  in  the  war  in  Florida; 
%uA  alsov  all  snch  as  may  haveoccared  between 
til  Dep3itaient  and  nay  of  the  eitiaeas  of  Florida 
on  ihe  sabject  of  negro  or  or  other  properly  lost  by 
th^min  the  war,  and  especially  snch  as  relates  to 
MQperty  recaptured  from  hostile  Indians. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CR4RY, 
:  Bcjilpfrf.  That  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Ofllee 
and  Pest  Roads  be  instmcted  to  inqaira  into  the 
wpedieacy  of  establiUiing  the  following  mail  routes 
ia  Miehusan:  From  Ann  Arbor  to  Springville,  by 
MiDchcsiCT;  from  Lafayette  Io  Sooth  Haven;  from 
lefieison  to  Grand  River  Road,  hy  Oneida;  from 
.RmOmiiot  to  White  Rodr,  from  Roineo  to  S/gi- 
«av  Road,  by  Orion;  from  Lapeer  to  Lower  Sagi- 
-ntv;  from  Lapeer  to  White  Rock;  from  Saginaw 
io  the  mouth  of  the  Muskingum;  from  Port  Huron 
to  loflia. 

Oa  moiiou  of  Mr.  DOTY,  Delegate  from  Wis- 


Rmh^j  That  the  petition  of  inhabitants  of  the 
-Wtaoousin  mining  district,  praying  lor  a  redress  of 
frieYanoes,  be  referred  to  iho  SccreUry  of  the 
Tiejsury;  and  that  he  be  requested  to  direct  the 
ationiey  of  the  Teiiitory  of  Wisconsin  to  investi- 
gate the  matters  alleged  in  the  petidon,  and  report 
ihefafiU  and  evidence  to  this  House  at  its  next 


On  motion  of  Mr.  CHAPMAN,  Delegate  from 

Iowa,  «     .       J 

1.  gtiWufrf,  That  the  Committee  on  Roads  and 
CkmJs  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expedicLcy 
of  making  an  appropriation  for  a  road  from  Bur- 
lagtoB,  on  the  Mississippi  river,  through  the  coun- 
ties of  Des  Moines,  Henry,  and  Van  Bureo,  to  the 
Mian  agency  in  the  Territory  of  Iowa.  Also, 
iaio  the  expedicncr  of  making  an  appropriation 
Uk  the  survey  and  examination,  with  a  view  to  the 
i^rovementof  the  navigation  of  Skunk  river,  in 
lawl  Territory.  _     .     . 

-  -  2.  Aeso'ved,  That  the  Committee  on  Territories 
ila  iBStmcted  to  inquire  mto  the  expediency  of  giv- 
*  -fag  the  jq^iges  of  the  supreme  court  ot  Iowa  Teiri- 
I  -mry  the  sa  ue  salary  as  those  of  Wi><;ontki;  and, 
1  .also,  iuto  the  expediency  of  so  amending  the  or- 
i   «aoic  Jaw  of  the  said  Territory  as  to  require  the 
•Gowmor  thereof  to  reinm  to  the  Legislaitve  As- 
-aambly  all  bills  by  them  passed,  of  which  he  may 
i  fimve  fvfased  his  a,  proral;  and  so  that,  on  Ptssing 
i  Mcb  bilte  by  a  naajorily  of  two-thirds,  iher  «>alj 
L^caomc  laws,  subject,  however,  to  be  disapproved 
'%  Coegreas. 

If  3.  Bemhid^  That  the  Secretary  of  State  be  re- 
rVmestcdtocomiiunieate  to  this  House  the  report 
■ -^  the  commiisioner  appointed  to  survey  and 
^    mk  the  Uun:ary  line  between  Mi»onn  and 

On  motion  of  Mr.  GRAHAM  of  North  Corolina, 
SUt^htd,  Tnai  the  Secretary  of  War  be  instrucled 
Io  inform  this  House  why  the  volunteers  from  the 
tmae  of  North  Car  )lina  were  n  t  paid  when  dis- 
llwfwd  for  the  se.  vices  rendered,  for  the  elotbiug 
^^  equipments  furnished  by  themselves,  and  the 
wwe  spent  in  the  service  of  the  United  States 
isrioff  the  yea^  1338,  while  ordered  into  the  Chero- 
ilee  Aaitoo;  how  long  after  their  discharge,  and  m 
wfaai  kind  of  funds,  were  they  paid  off;  and  what 
tiOD  of  said  troops  are  not  yet  paid,  and  the 
.ipKMis  which  exist  for  su  h  non-payment. 
The  SPEAKER  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
^n  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  transmijtmg  a 
inian^cRtion  from  the  Commissioner  of  the  Ue- 
^1  Land  '>fTCi',  containing  information  calleil 
by  the  H.»use  on  the  14th  of  January  instaijt, 
«e-.roJ  with  the  issue  of  scrip  on  Virginia  mili- 
laod  warranui  which  letter  was  orUcrea  to  he 

'aI^*!**  *rport  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Troasu- 

^de  in  obedience  to  the  order  of  the  House  of 

rSh  of  January  insmnt,  nailing  for  an  account 

fahmtmns  by  iweiters  and  collectors  or  other 

_5itof«B8  of  poWic  money  since  the  Ist  of  Ocio- 

1837;  and  the  ampnat  that  has  been  paid»  or 


that  remains  unpaid,  from  defaulter?,  as  set  forth 
in  the  report  of  the  17th  of  January,  1838;  as,  also, 
the  correspondence  touching  defalcations  of  recetv- 
ers  and  collectors  since  the  Department  famished 
document  297  at  the  last  session  of  Congressj 
which  report  was  laid  on  the  table. 
Rcporf  of  (kt  Secretary  of  iht  Treaswy  io  the  HouH 
RepreMefiUilxvei,  in  answer  to  resolvU'unie  of  inquiry 
relatiee  to  defalcalions  of  collectors  and  receivers 
which  haoe  taken  place  since  lat  of  October,  1837. 
TREi?uar  Department, 

January  28,  1829. 
Sir:  This  report  is  submitted  in  compliance  with 
the  following  resolution,  adopted  by  the  House  of 
Representatives,  on  the  11th  instant: 

"  Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
report  to  this  House: 

1.  What  defalcations  by  receivers  and  collectors, 
or  other  depositories  of  the  public  moneys,  have 
taken  place  since  the  1st  October,  1837;  the  names 
of  the  defaulters,  and  when,  and  where  it  look 
place,  and  what  amount. 

2.  What  amount  has  been  paid,  or  what  ba- 
lances appearing  due, from  defaulters  in  the  report 
of  the  17ih  of  January  last,  have  been  adjusted 
and  reduced;  and  that  he  be  required  to  report  to 
this  House,  ail  the  correspondence,  touching  defal- 
cations of  receivers  and  collector*  of  public  mo- 
mey  since  the  Department  furnished  document 
297." 

Under  the  organization  of  this  Department  the 
duties  of  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
are  chiefly  of  an  administrative  character.  The 
acconnting  officers  are  appointed  to  determine  the 
liabilities  or  indebtedness  of  individuals  to  the 
United  States,  and  in  settling  matters  of  account, 
are  made,  by  law,  independent  of  the  Secretary. 
The  Comotroller  and  Solicitor  of  the  Treasury 
also  cause'  prosecutions  to  be  commenced  for  de- 
faulters when  ascertained;  and  hence,  in  answering 
the  first  head  of  inquiry,  as  was  done  in  answering 
a  similar  call,  made  in  October,  1837,  I  have  re- 
quested  the  Comptroller  to  furnish  from  his  books 
a  Ubular  statement  of  the  information  desired  under 
the  first  head.  That  statement  has  been  revised 
by  the  Solicitor,  and  contains  the  names,  times, 
amounts  of  the  supposed  «*  defftlcations  by  re- 
ceivers and  collectors,  or  other  depositories  of  the 
public  money,"  which  have  taken  place,  since  the 
1st  of  Ctelober,  1837.    It  is  annexed. 

P^wer  of  these  caies  are  likely  to  be  mere  nomi- 
nal defaults  than  in  the  other  document  referred  to, 
(No.  Ill,)  as  that  embraced  a  period  ot  nearly 
hilf  a  century,  and  it  was  not  possible  for  the 
Comptroller  to  be  acquainted  critically  with  many 
(•f  the  cases.  Nor  does  the  present  resolution  u*e 
the  same  broad  language  on  this  subject  as  that  of 
October,  1837.  That  called  for  the  namesof  those 
collecting  and  deposlte  officers  "in  default  to  the 
Government."  But  this  requests  a  list  of  all  recent 
"defalcations"  among  such  agents.  The  first  de- 
scription includes  officers  whose  accounts  are  unset- 
tled on  the  books,  whether  from  accident,  *dealh  of 
the  party,  informality  in  vouchers,  or  actual  in- 
debtedness. But  the  latter  term  is  ufualiy  em- 
ployed in  a  more  restricted  sense  than  the  former, 
and  generally  includes  only  such  cases  as  are  sup- 
posed to  consist  of  real  culpable  indebtedness  of 
public  officers  after  being  legally  required  to  make 
payment.  .    . 

It  is  difficult  for  .the  Comptroller  to  discnmmate 
between  these  two  classes  of  cases  on  the  books, 
when  they  are  so  numerous  and  of  such  long  stand- 
ing; and  in  order  to  prevent  misapprehension,  and 
a  failure  to  give  all  the  information  which  was  de- 
aired,  the  nominal  defaults  and  amounu:,  before  as 
well  as  since  October  1st,  1837,  have,  in  both  fctale- 
roenls,  been  arranged  by  him  in  one  column,  and 
the  supposed  amounts  of  the  real  indebtedness,  un- 
paid and  withheld,  so  far  as  known  in  the  account- 
ing officf »,  have  been  appenced  in  notes  and  in 
another  column  of  remarks.  The  amounts  believed 
to  be  secured,  ornot  due  in  several  cases,  will  also 
appear  in  the  notes  and  remarks  attached  to  boih  of 
the  statements. 

The  Insult  of  thft  preient  exhibit  is,  that  since 
October  Ist,  1837,  no  case  of  defalca'ion,  except 
that  of  Ihc  late  eolleetpr  at  New  York,  explained 
'tifuady  in  a  speaial  cominauication,  la  known  to 
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h^ve  occurred  amon^;  the  whole  number  of  eolleo- 
toraof  duties,  amouming  to  more  than  one  hun- 
dred, and  that  only  nine  nominal  defaults, 
among  near  seventy  i-eceivers,  have  happened,  and 
most  of  those  of  small  amount,  and  all  of  them  are 
believed  to  be  well  secured. 

2.  The  next  inquiry  is,  "what  amount  has  been 
paid,  or  what  balances  ap|)earingdue  from  default- 
ers in  the  report  of  the  17ih  January  last,  1838, 
have  been  adjusted  and  reduced."  Other  tabular 
statements  on  this  subject  are  annexed,  prepared 
by  the  Comptroller  and  revised  by  the  Solicitor. 
They  show  the  amounts  since  paid,  and  by  whom; 
whether  in  full  or  in  part;  and  the  further  amounts 
in  several  cases,  supposed  to  be  secured.  A  pre- 
vious statement  has  been  prepared  in  the  Comptrol- 
ler's and  Register's  offices,  and  sent  to  the  Senate, 
in  answer  to  a  resolution  of  that  body,  which,  in 
each  case  of  collectors  of  duties,  exhibits  likewise 
the  amount  of  allowance^  claimed,  which  are 
known  to  have  been  offered  and  suspended.  A  si- 
milar one  as  to  receivers  is  in  the  course  of  prepa- 
ration. 

Besides  proper  deductions  on  these  accounts,  it 
is  bdicved,  from  inquiry  and  observation,  that 
since  the  year  1789  near  twenty  per  cent,  of  the 
balances  in  tha  cases  of  collectors  and  receivers, 
has,  by  death  and  accidents,  not  been  presented 
and  allowed  on  the  books,  though,  on  a  full  ex- 
amination, they  might  be  with  justice,  were  all  the 
facts  thoroughly  known. 

In  concluding  the  remarks  on  this  branch  of  the 
resolution,  it  deserves  special  notice,-  that  by  the  « 
Comptroller's  statement  it  appears,  that  notwith- 
amnding  the  pressure  of  the  times,  from  a  third  to 
half  a  mUKon,  or  #426,807,  have  been  collected, 
secured,  or  reduced,  inlittle  more  than  a  year,  (torn 
the  balances  against  thiadaas  of  officecs,  who  were 
nominally  in  default  preyioos  to  October,  1837. 

Suspended  vouchers  exist  again5(t  the  remainder 
to  the  amount  of  near  |400,000  in  the  case  of  col- 
lectors, and  to  a"  large  amount  not  yet  ascertain- 
ed in  that  of  receivers.  It  would  seem,  also,  that 
twenty  caaes  out  of  about  one  hundred  and  seyen- 
ty  in  all,  have  been  entirely  paid,  or  more  than 
one*mnth  of  the  whole  number,  and  that  several 
have,  besides,  been  much  reduced  in  amotmt, 
and  many  others  fully  secured. 

The  Comptroller  has  not  considered  the  defaults 
of  the  banks  as  coming  within  this  part  of  the  reso- 
lution. But  tha  payments  made  by  them  since 
October,  1837,  on  the  balances  ia  default,  have 
been  reported  to  the  House  of  Reprcsentativrs  at 
the  present  session.  In  answer  to  anodier  resolu- 
tion, except  as  respects  the  old  cases  of  many  years 
standing,  and  which  remain  not  very  materially 
altered.  ^  ^ 

3.  The  last  part  of  the  resolution  requests  "  the 
correspondence  touching  defalcations  of  receivers 
and  collectors  of  the  public  money  since  the  I>e- 
partment  furnished  document  No.  297." 

This  portion  of  the  call  is  presumed  to  extend 
only  to  the  corrospondence  which  is  in  my  own  of- 
fice; otherwise  a  difficulty  would  exist  in  answering 
it  early,  similar  to  that  which  occurred  in  the  docu- 
ment No.  Ill,  as  it  would  require  a  Uanscript  of 
almost  the  whole  records  of  the  office  of  the  solici- 
tor of  the  Treasury,  during  the  period  specified, 
and  which,  though  able  to  be  given  without  much 
delay  in  any  particular  case,  might  not,  in  all  ea- 
ses on  record,  be  completed  seasonably.  The  pre- 
sent call  may  likewise  be  presumed  to  extend  to 
the  correspondence  in  my  own  office,  received  as 
well  assent,  since  the  request  is  for  all  "corres- 
pondence touching  defalcations." 

But  none  of  the  letters  received}  offering  reasons 
for  irrejrularities  and  delays  in  several  instances 
were  given  in  document  No  297,  because  that  re- 
solnlion  was  confined  to  "letters  wrltien  by"  this 
Department.  Another  difference  is,  that  the  cor- 
rcspondeuce  now  called  for  and  submitted,  relates 
to  dtfakaHons  alone,  while  the  reqiest  in  document 
No.  297,  was  for  all  the  1-  tiers  written  by  the  De- 
partment, a^  to  "omi  sions  to  comply  with  the 
laws  and  regulations  established  for  their  govern- 
ment and  other  irreguhrities,"  as  well  as  defalca- 
tions. It  deserves  notice,  that  very  little  if  any  of 
the  correspondence  then  or  now  submitted,  relates 
ti  Ar/ii&alioal  aiteKthdy4iaFe  been  ascertaitJed  by 
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the  accoantuig  officers,  or  after  they  appear  on  the 
appropriate  books  in  their  charge.  la  that  stage  of 
the  case  if  ietiers  are  written,  they  are  confined 
chietly  to  the  Ckimptroller'ai  and  Solicitor's  offices, 
where  all  defaulth  are  generally  invesiigated  and 
prosecuted.  The  reasons  for  any  previout  corres- 
pondence, are  briefly  these.  It  sometimes  hap- 
pens that  before  defaults  are  legally  ascertained 
on  the  books  of  the  Comptroller,  suspicions  are  ex* 
cited  in  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
by  letters  received,  or  other  information  from 
third  penonic;  or  by  delays  and  irregularities  in 
complying  with  orders  or  regulations  of  the  De- 
partment. These  last  happen  weekly,  if  not  daily, 
m  such  a  wide  spread  country,  parts  of  it  so  new 
and  remote  as  is  much  of  ours,  and  with  such  a  vast 
number  of  officers  connected  with  the  collection, 
keeping,  and  disbursing  of  great  amounts  of  pub- 
lic money.  It  would,  then,  seem  prudent,  or  at 
least  it  is  vigilant  and  useful  not  to  wait  for 
the  quarterly  settlements  in  the  accounting  offices, 
to  ascertain  the  fact  whether  a  culpable  default  has 
happened  or  not,  but  to  cause  an  inquiry  into  the 
subject  informally .  beforehand.  In  such  cases, 
therefore,  this  Department  has,  of  late  years,  if  not 
always,  beei  in  the  habit  of  immediately  address- 
ing letters  of  inquiry  and  of  advice  concerning  in- 
formalities, iirrfgularities,  and  any  acts  of  a  doubt- 
ful character.  By  the  replies  obtained,  sometimes 
quick,  though  often  tardy,  being  from  great  dis- 
tances, and  some  new  regions  where  the  mails  are 
unfreqnent,  occasionally  irregular,  and  the  returns 
slower  than  from  some  foreign  countries,  it  has  at 
timers,  before  the  accounts  were  quarterly  settled 
in  the  proper  offices,  succeeded  in  discovering  whe- 
ther a  real  defalcation  existed  or  not,  and  whether 
the  money  apparently  due  could  not  be  obtained 
without  the  expense  and  delay  of  d  suit. 

Not  seldom,  however,  such  correspondence  is 
from  necessity  protracted  through  several  months, 
and  then  terminates,  sometimes,  in  the  removal  of 
all  sDspicion  of  wrong;  sometimes  in  a  satisfactory 
pay^neot  of  the  money  in  doubt;  sometimes  in  a 
correction  of  all  irregularities  or  informalities,  and 
sometimes  in  a  conviction  that  there  has  been  a 
wilful  default. 

Hence  this  practice  has  operated  usefully.  It  is 
courteous,  as  would  seem  proper,  towards  public 
officers  not  yet  legally  shown  to  be  in  default,  and 
it  is  conducive  to  the  public  security,  by  leading, 
frequently,  to  more  prompt  paj^ments.  Under  a 
system  of  greater  harshness  in  ascertaining  de- 
'  faults,  by  presuming  their  existence  on  slighter 
grounds,  and  before  tested  by  the  quarterly  settle- 
ments, more  removals  from  office,  and  more  fre- 
quent suits,  would  take  place;  but  they  would  oAen 
prove  to  be  undeserved,  would  operate  at  times 
oppressively,  and  add  nothing  to  eventual  safety. 
Nor  could  they  in  any  respect  be  beneficial,  com- 
pared with  that  increased  severity  in  the  law  which 
has  so  frequently  been  recommended,  and  is  so  de- 
sirable, in  a  moral  as  well  as  fiscal  view,  for 
punishing  defaults  aAer  they  are  clearjy  ascer- 
tained. 

Daring  these  preliminary  inquiries,  it  is  cus- 
tomary for  the  Department  to  keep  the  President 
advised  of  their  progress,  so  that  if  the  correspon* 
dence  terminates  unfavorably,  the  officer  found 
guilty  of  a  deliberate  wrong,  if  not  in  the  mean- 
time resigning,  may  be  promptly  removed,  by  the 
appointiDg  power,  without  waiting  for  a  defalca- 
tion to  appear  by  the  quarterly  settlements.  The 
President  is  in  a  habit  of  doing  this  when  fully 
satisfied  that  the  default  has  been  wilful,  and  that 
the  mr^o'^y  will  not  be  paid  over  in  conformity  to 
instructions,  and  without  a  suit  and  its  accoropanj- 
ing  cogt  and  delays.  All  the  correspondence  in 
f-uch  cases  may  becoosidered  as  "touching  defal- 
cations," End,  Jlicrefore,  in  this  report,  as  well  as 
in  document  ^o.  297,  has  been  given  in  all  cases 
where  the  supposed  defalcations  turned  out  in  the 
end  to  be  real.  If  in  either  instance  this  has  been 
doing  more  than  was  necessary,  it  was  considered 
better  to  furniish  every  thing  that  could  possibly  be 
embraced  within  the  resolution,  than  to  omit  any- 
tbirg  pertinent. 

But  in  neither  instance  has  such  correspondence 
with  "other  depositories"  been 'given,  though  very 
extensive,  with  the  depoeito  )wm  in  deftalt,  be- 


cause other  depmtorita  are  omitted  (o  be  specified  in 
this  branch  of  the  resolution,  which  they  expressly 
enumerated  in  the  first  branch  of  it. 

Since  the  decument  No.  397,  no  correspondence 
by  this  office  with  any  collector,  except  the  lae 
one  ai  New  York,  and  none  with  any  receiver, 
except  in  six  cases,  has  taken  place  where  the* 
party  appeared,  in  the  end,  to  have  been  guilty  of 
a  defalcation  to  any  amount  whatever.  When 
other  cases  of  defalcations  have  been  detected, 
they  have  been,  as  is  customary,  ascertained  by 
the  accounting  officers  at  the  regulur  settlements, 
and  all  communications  concerning  them  have 
been  had  with  those  officers  or  the  Solicitor.  In 
some  few  instances,  when  doubt  arose,  and  the 
correspondence  has,  from  abundant  caution,  been 
instituted  in  this  office  before  the  quarterly  settle- 
ments look  place,  it  has  resulted  in  satisfactory 
explanations;  and  no  real  defalcation  is  known  or 
believed  to  have  occurred.  In  one  case  the  inves- 
tigation has  not  yet  terminated;  consequently,  co- 
pies of  neither  of  thefe  last  are  supposed  to  be 
required  under  the  present  resolution. 
Very  respectfully, 

Your  ob*t  serv't, 

LEVI  WOODBURY, 
Secretary  of  the  Treatury. 
Hon.  J.  K.  Polk, 

Speaker  <ffthe  Hotue  of  RepretetUatives, 

The  House  adjourned. 

IN  SENATE, 
Tuesday,  January  39,  1839. 

Mr.  HUBBARD  submitted  a  resolution  calling 
upon  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  for  certain  pa- 
pers in  relation  to  the  claim  of  Charles  J.  Catlett; 
which  was  considered  and  agreed  to. 

Mr.  LUMPKIN  presented  the  petition  of  Dr. 
Chapin,  Andrew  Rothwell,  and  Gkorge  Wood,  in 
behalf  of  the  trustees  of  Columbian  boliege  in  the 
District  of  Columbia,  praying  permission  to  sell  a 
portion  of  the  city  lots  granted  to  that  institution, 
by  Congress,  for  the  purpose  of  raising  money  to 
defray  the  expense  of  certain  professorships  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Mr.  PIERCE  presented  the  petition  of  Thomas 
Brown,  praying  for  a  pension:  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Pensions. 

Mr.  MOUTON  presented  the  petition  of  James 
B.  Sullivan,  of  Louisiana,  praying  confirmation  of 
his  title  to  a  tract  of  land:  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Private  Land  Claims. 

Mr.  WHITE  presented  a  communication  from 
the  Secretary  of  War,  asking  for  an  appropriation 
for  the  removal  of  the  Swan  Creek  and  Black 
River  Chippewas;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Indian  Affairs,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  LINN  presented  the  remonstrance  of  sun- 
dry citizens  of  Wisconsin,  against  the  passage  of 
any  act  to  grant  titles  to  land  held  under  floats  in 
the  town  of  Milwaukie:  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  J^.  presented  some  additional  papers  in  sup- 
port of  the  claim  of  Ashbel  Mason;  which  were  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims. 

Mr.  L.  also  presented  the  petition  of  George  P. 
Willis  and  others,  who,  desiring  to  emigrate  to  the 
Oregon  Territory,  ask  for  grants  of  land,  and  that 
protection  of  the  Government  may  be  extended  to 
their  settlement:  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  CLAY  of  Alabama  presented  a  resolution, 
directing  an  inquiry  into  the  propriety  of  com- 
pensating William  Wall  for  a  horse  lost  in  the 
public  service;  which  was  adopted. 

Mr.  BENTON  presented  the  petition  of  Mary 
Helena  America  Veppocci,  a  young  lady  of  Flo- 
rence, descendant  of  the  celebrated  Americos  Ves 
puccius,  one  of  thereno^'ued  navisfators  of  the  15lh 
century,  and  whose  name  Ibis  continent  bears. 
This  petition,  said  Mr.  B.  states  the  reason  which 
has  induced,  or  rather  constrained,  this  young  lady 
to  leave  herowa  country,  and  to  seek  an  asylum  in 
the  United  States;  it  also  states  her  reasons  for 
making  the  requests  which  the  petition  contains  for 
the  rishts  of  citizenship  and  a  grant  of  ]and.  He 
would  pass  the  petition  to  the  table,  and  ask  that  it 
might  be  read  by  the  Secretary. 

[The  petition  was  then  read  by  the  Secretary.] 

Mr«  B.  said  that  tbe  petition  which  bad  jostlTe^n 


read,  or  rather  translated,  by  Ihe  Secretary,  for  it 
was  in  the  French  language,  wns  entirely  the  cooh 
position  uf  the  petitioner  herself.  He  had  seen  it 
in  the  first  dralt,  and  had  recommended  that  no- 
thing, in  point  of  form  even,  should  be  altered,and 
that  the  petitioner  should  present  her  own  ctae  m 
her  own  language.  It  was  not  precisely  in  the 
style  of  petitions  drawn  up  by  our  own  ciiiaenB$ 
but  what  it  lacked  in  parliamentary  form  it  migbt 
make  up  in  the  more  essential  qualities  of  preci- 
sion and  simplicity.  The  yonng  lady  had  cerlatnly 
presented  her  case  delicately  and  powerfully.  She 
touched  with  brevity  and  with  feeling  the  eventi 
and  circumstances  which  had  thrown  her  upon  this 
continent,  end  brought  her  to  solicit  the  aid  of  the 
Congress  of  the  United  States.  Political  reaaons 
had  caused  her  to  withdraw  from  her  own 
country,  and  in  that  respect  she  stood  on  a 
footing  with  others  who  had  heretofore  re- 
ceived the  friendly  aid  of  this  GovemmenL 
She  did  not  go  into  a  detail  of  these  political  nm- 
sons— delicacy  of  feeling,  and  the  brevity  of  a  peti- 
tion preventing  it;  but  they  were  known  to  hissoiy, 
and  might  be  verified  by  those  who  should  be 
charged  with  the  inquiry.  She  was  the  desoendnnt 
of  one  of  those  renowned  navigators — old  father 
mariners,  as  she  felicitously  terms  them — whose 
courage,  skill,  and  enterprise  illustrated  and  illaau- 
nated  the  15th  century,  and,  in  the  course  of  a.  few 
years,  changed  the  face  of  the  world.  She  was  the 
descendant,  and  borr  the  name,  of  that  one  bf  these 
patriarchal  mariners  who  christened  the  new  world 
with  his  own  appellation,  and  caused  us  to  be  called 
Americans.  She  inherits  the  blood  of  that  Ame- 
ricus  Vespnocius  whose  name  has  rested  for  ihree 
centuries  and  a  half  upon  this  quarter  of  the  globe, 
and  which  will  remain  upon  it  forever.  She  does 
not  call  him  the  discoverer,  but  the  christeoer  ani 
baptiser  of  the  new  world.  She  is  now  withont  a 
country,  without  protection,  without  fortune;  ami 
she  asks  for  a  comer  iq  that  land  which  beats  the 
name  of  her  family,  and  for  the  right  of  citizensh^ 
among  those  who  wear  the  title  of  Americans. 

Mr.  B.  said  it  was  due  to  the  young  lady  hersetf, 
it  would  go  far  towards  presenting  her  in  a  proper 
point  of  view  before  the  Senate,  that  be  shoold 
say  that,  before  her  arrival  in  this  city,  before  he 
had  seen  her,  or  heard  anything  from  her,  Imt 
name  was  mentioned  to  him  by  the  French  Mint^ 
ter,  (Mona.  de  Pontois,)  who  stated  that  she  miglii 
have  some  reque.<^t  to  make  of  the  GoveraoMB^ 
and  asked  if  he  (Mr.  B.)  would  take  charge  of  her 
application.  I  readily  agreed  lo  his  request,  eoil»' 
Tinned  that  a  Minister  of  France  could  ask  9th 
thing  of  an  American  Senator  which  it  would  hi 
unbecoming  in  him  to  do.  I  agreed  to  present  Ifag 
petition  of  the  young  lady  before  I  saw  her;  1 4^ 
not  repent  of  that  undertaking.  She  has  wn^i 
bevn  in  this  city  for  some  weeks;,  she  has  become 
acquainted  with  many  beyides  myself;  and  nof^' 
after  this  appearance  among  us,  and  after  c^po8»> 
tunities  for  knowledge,  and  time  for  forming  opi^ 
nions,  1  comply  with  my  undertaking,  and  piesesi 
her  petition— present  it,  not  as  a  matter  or  fontt^ 
and  in  discharge  of  an  obligation,  but  with  gooi 
will,  and  good  wishes  for  the  petitioner. 

At  present,  said  Mr.  B.  we  have  nothing  to  A 
but  to  commit  the  petition.  The  subject  matter  il 
it  does  not  pariiculaily  or  exclusively  reArr  itsetf  H 
any  one  of  our  standing  committees;  but  as  liri 
main  application  is  for  a  grant  of  land,  and  M 
similar  petitions  heretofore  from  Europeans,  exM 
for  political  opinions,  have  been  referred  to  tlM 
Committee  on  Public  Lands,  I  shall  move  a  sioiQg 

peiitioa  l| 


the 


reference  in  this  case,  and  that 
printed  in  French  and  English. 

Mr.  CLAY  of  Alabama  suggested  that  there  wm 
one  part  of  the  petition  which  referred  itself  i 
another  committee  than  that  on  the  public  laadl 
and  that  was  the  part  praying  for  the  rights  m 
citizenship.  He  would  suggest,  therefore,  that  IM 
part  of  the  petition  be  referred  to  the  Coaamittee  d 
the  Jndiciaiy.  , 

Mr.  BENTON  accepted  the  modificatloa 
gested  by  Mr.  C.  and  the  first  part  of  the   p 
asking  for  a  grant  of  land,  was  referred   to  I 
Committee  on  Public  Lands;  while  the  part  i 
for   the  rights  of  citizenship  was  referred   to  \ 
Committee  on  the  Judieiary* 


CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBE. 


157 


Bir.  HTTBB A.RD,  (h)m  the  Committee  on  Claims 
smorted  without  amegdment, 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  Looisville  Savings 
iMtitmioii;  and 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Archibald  H.  Hunter. 

Mr.  H.  also  from  the  same  oommiitee,  asked  to 
be  fischaiged  from  the  farther  consideration  of  the 
petition  of  Abraham   Canningham;   which    was 

Mr.  LINN,  from  the  Committee  or.  Private 
Liad  Claims,  to  which  had  been  referred  the  peti- 
tion of  the  l^al  representatives  of  Eliha  Hall 
SajfiepoTted  the  same  wilhoat  amendment. 

Iftr.  UOUTON  from  the  Committee  on  Private 
Land  Claim?,  reported 

Hie  bill  to  confirm  certain  land  claims  in  the 
Slate  of  Loniriana; 

The  bill  ior  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  William 
CoBwaj;  and 
The  hill  for  the  relief  of  Pierre  Barbour; 
Wldeh  were  severally  read,  and  ordered  to  a  se- 
cond reading. 

Mr.  STRANGE,  from  the  Committee  on  PaUnts 

cod  the  Patent  Office,  reported  a  bill  in  addition  to 

aa  act  to  promote  the  useful  arts;  which  was  read, 

and  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  NILES,  from  the  Committee  on  Mannfac- 

Ives,  to  which  was  referred  the  memorial  of  

Towns  and  other  citizens  of  New  York,  for  the 
abolitioa  of  the  duty  un'  foreign  coal,  asked  to  be 
diKhaiged  from  the  further  consideration  thereof 
wlieh  was  agreed  to. 

Mr,  YOUNG,  from  the  Committee  on  Claims, 
to  which  was  referred  the  memorial  of  Thomas 
Glaseoeky  asked  to  b3  discharged  from  the  farther 
eqanderation  thereof,  and  that  it  be  referred  to  the 
Coiunittce  on  Revolutionary  Claims;  which  was 
agnedio. 

Ifr.  LJNN,  from  the  Committee  on  Private 
Laad  Claims,  to  which  was  leferred  the  petition 'of 
— —  Bogersy  asked  to  be  discbargt  d  from  the  fur- 
ther consider  ation  thereof;  which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  ROANE,  on  leave,  and  in  parsuance  of  no- 
ties  given,  introduced  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  wi- 
dow and  heirs  of  the  late  Lewis  Grant  Davidson; 
iriuefa  wras  read  twice,  and  referred  to  the  Commii- 
toB  on  the  Distriet  of  Colombia. 
llr.  LJNN  submitted  the  following  resolution, 

;  considered  and  adopted: 
ymbfrf.  That  the  Secretary  of  State  be  request- 
ed lo  aoftd  to  the  Senate  a  copy  of  the  report  of  the 
coamianooers  appointed  to  mn  the  southern  boun- 
dary line  of  the  Territory  of  Iowa. 

Mr.  KING  sobmitted  the  following  resolution, 
«tteh  was  considered  and  agreed  to: 
.  Jiftniiwd,  That  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs 
be  instnieted  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  an- 
l^wiging  patents  to  issue  in  the  name  of  the  as- 
Mee  or  asugaees  of  sacb  persons  whose  names 
iSlll  mppeai  upon  the  list  of  reservees,  returned  by 
ft*  Usited  States  agent  for  the  Choctaws,  as  enti- 
tted  k>  Jeservations  nnder  the  Hih  article  of  the 
iKmij  o(  1830  with  the  Choctaw  Indians.  Provi- 
W»  the  assignment  shall  be,  in  all  respects,  regn- 
fin;  aad  aiusfaetory  proof  shall  be  made  of  the 
himesj  of  the  contract  to  purchase,  and  the  pay- 
mmi  ot  Hie  purchase  money. 

Oa  naotion  by  Mr.  BENTON,  the  Senate  pro- 
ptitd  to  the  consideration  of  the  leave  asked  by 
wm  to  introduce  a  bill  to  repeal  the  doty  on  salt, 
ihe  fishing  bounties  and  allowances  dependent 


lA  debate  then  ensaed,  in  which  Messrs.  WIL- 

llAiiS  of  Maine,  BENTON,  DAVIS,  BUCHA- 

EkTmLBS,  and RUGGLES  took  part. 

mir.  RUGGLES  moved  to  lay  the  whole  subject 

tmble;  which  motion  was  negatived-^yeas 

24,  as  follows: 

I.   Calhoun,  Crittenaen,  Davis, 
Lnmpkin,  McKean,  Nicholas,  Norvell, 
Southard,  Tallmadge,  and  Williams  of 
12. 
XiS — Messrs.  Benton,   Brown,   Buchanan, 
of  Alabama,  Clay  of  Kentucky,    Fulton, 
King,  Lion,   Lyon,   Mouton,    Niles, 
Boane,  Robinson,  Sevier,  Smith  of  Con- 
Tipton,  Wall,  White,  Williams 
ippii  Wright,  and  Yonng— 24, 
Seiuiie  then  adjoonnd. 


HOUSE  OP  REPRESENTATIVES, 
TuESDAT,  Jannary  39,  1839. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  FLETCHER  of  Massachu- 
setts, and  by  unanimous  consent,  the  bill  for  the  re- 
lief of  Winslow  Lewis  was  read  a  third  time, 
and  passed. 

Mr.  BRIGGS,  on  leave,  submitted  the  following 
resolution,  which  was  agreed  to. 

Resolved,  That  the  Postmaster  General  be  direct- 
ed to  communicate  to  this  House,  on  the  earliest 
convenient  day  of  the  next  session,  the  distance  of 
mail  routes  established  by  law,  in  the  whole  Uni- 
ted States,  and  the  distance  in  each  State  and  Ter- 
ritory, the  number  of  miles  the  mails  may  have 
been  transported  in  the  United  States  and  in  each 
of  said  States  and  Territories  during  the  current 
year,  the  average  cost  per  mile,  and  the  aggregate 
cost  in  the  same;  and  the  amount  received  for 
postages  in  each  State  and  Territory,  and  the 
whole  amount  paid  to  postmasters  for  their  ser- 
vices during  the  same  period. 

That  he  also  be  directed  to  report  the  whole 
number  of  letters  carried  in  the  mail  during  the  said 
period,  charged  with  posuige,  designating  the 
number  nnd(*r  each  denomination  of  postage,  and 
the  amount  of  postage  on  each  class,  the  amount 
charged  on  newspapers,  pamphlets  and  periodicals, 
and  the  number  of  free  letters  carried  during  the 
same  period. 

That  said  Postmaster  General  be  further  directed 
to  Slate  what,  in  his  opinion,  would  be  the  effect 
upon  the  revenues  of  the  Department,  by  establish- 
ing the  following  tariff  of  postages  on  letters,  viz: 

On  letters  carried  80  miles  and  under,  5  cents; 
over  80,  and  not  exceeding  200  miles,  10  cents; 
over  200,  and  not  exceeding  400  miles,  15  cents; 
ever  400  miles,  20  cents; .  and  to  sute  what  other 
tariff*,  fixing  the  rates  in  Federal  money,  and  har 
ving  in  view  the  greatest  reduction  consistent  with 
the  necessary  means  of  the  Department,  if  any,  in 
his  opinion,  would  be  more  just  than  the  above. 
And  that  he  also  state  what  alterations,  if  any,  may 
be  made  in  the  present  rates  of  posuges  on  news- 
papers, pamphlets,  and  periodicals,  so  as  to  promote 
the  circulation  of  information,  without  detriment  to 
the  revenue  of  the  Department. 

That  he  report  a  plan  for  putting  up  and  regula- 
ting boxes  in  post  offices  in  laiige  towns;  and  that 
he  also  be  directed  to  submit  a  plan  for  regulating 
the  transmission  of  letters  between  this  and  foreign 
countries. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG,  from  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means,  reported  a  bill  making  appro- 
priations for  preventing  and  suppressing  Indian 
hostilities  for  the  year  1839. 

Also,  with  an  amendment.  Senate  bill  supple- 
mentary to  the  act  establishing  the  Mint  of  the 
United  States. 

Also,  a  bill  to  repeal  the  proviso  of  the  second 
section  of  an  act  approved  the  3d  of  March,  1837, 
which  authorizes  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to 
compromise  the  claim  of  the  United  States  against 
certain  banks.  [It  relates  to  the  Alleghany  Bank  of 
Pennsylvania.] 

The  bill,  on  Mr.  C's  motion,  was  ordered  to  be 
engrossed  for  a  third  reading  to-morrow. 

Mr.  C.  stated  that,  in  the  report  he  submitted  a 
few  days  ago  on  the  state  of  the  financ«s,  there  was 
contained  a  document  lurnished  by  the  Indian  De- 
partment, containing  a  statement  which  was  cor- 
rect; but  there  was  a  note  appended  to  it  which  was 
incorrect,  and  did  injustice  to  two  members  of  the 
House  [Messrs.  Everett  and  Bell,]  and  he  was 
instructed  by  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
to  move  that  that  part  of  the  report  be  corrected, 
by  striking  therefrom  the  passage  referred  to. 

Mr.  MERCER  moved  to  lay  the  motion  on  the 
table,  but  subsequently  withdrew  it. 

Mr.  EVERETT  explained  his  course  on  the 
Cherokee  question  to  show  that  the  note  referred 
to  had  done  him  two-fold  injustice,  though  lie  was 
not  very  solicitous  about  it. 

Mr.  BIDDLE  moved  to  commit  the  motion  so 
that  the  report  might  be  amended  in  ether  pnrtiou- 
lars,  especially  in  reference  to  that  part  of  it  which 
reviewed  the  pension  systsm,  and  went  on  to  reply 
to  the  argument  of  the  report  on  this  and  other 
subjects. 


Mr.  CAMBRELENG  made  a  brief  explanation 
in  reply. 

Mr.  PICKENS  expressed  bis  gratification  that 
the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  bad  come  out 
thus  early  in  opposition  to  the  principles  of  this  re- 
port— a  document  to  which  Mr.  P.  gav<*  h's  most 
cordial  and  hearty  support.  He  rejoiced  that  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  had  thrown  out 
such  a  document,  and  would  to  God  that  an  issue 
could  be  made  upon  it  before  the  people  of  this 
country;  and  he  took  that  occasion  to  say,  that  let 
any  party  act  upon  the  principles  of  this  report,  and 
they  may  always  rely  upon  his  open  and  unquali- 
fied support;  no  matter  where  they  came  from, 
whether  from  the  North,  the  Soath,  or  the  middle 
section  of  this  country.  It  is  a  report,  said  Mr.  P. 
congenial  to  the  spirit  and  genius  of  our  institu- 
tions, and  purely  republican  in  all  its  sentiments 
and  propositions;  and  he  desired  to  see  the  test  vote 
upon  the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from  Pennsyl- 
vania, and  hoped  that  vote  would  be  understood  as 
a  vote  which  was  to  range  parties  upon  the  ques- 
tions touched  upon  in  that  report. 

The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  had  con- 
demned the  reference  to  the  tariff"  in  the  report 
In  this,  Mr.  P.  thought  the  committee  had  acted 
wisely;  for  was  there  a  gentleman  upon  that  floor, 
was  there  a  tyro  in  politics,  who  did  not  know  that, 
at  this  very  moment,  parties  were  organizing  in 
this  country  with  a  view  to  meet  the  crisis  which 
would  come  on  in  1849,  when  the  compromu;e  act 
would  expire?  They  all  knew  it,  and  the  commit- 
tee acted  honestly  and  judiciously  in  meeting  the 
question  in  advance.  Why,  the  measures  of  this 
very  Congress,  remote  as  they  would  seem  to  be, 
will  have  an  important  bearing  on  it.  ExhaUst 
your  Treasury,  vote  away  all  the  public  money 
upon  profligate  schemes  of  appropriation,  and  you 
will  be  compelled  either  to  issue  Treasury  notes  or 
to  borrow  money.  And  what  must  inevitably  fol- 
low? Yon  must  increase  your  taxes  on  imports; 
yon  must  raise  the  tariff.  The  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania  has  attacked  the  principles  of  the 
report  upon  these  points;  he  has  indicated  his 
course;  he  has  even  quoted  the  title  to  the  first  act 
passed  nnder  the  Federal  Constitution,  to  prove 
that  protection  to  manufactures  was  coeval  with 
our  Government,  Ac;  but  yet,  forsooih,  the  gentle- 
man protects  against  his  committing  himself  upon 
this  point  He  may  quote  the  titles  to  all  your 
first  acts  to  prov^  the  constitutionality  of  your 
tariffs,  but  such  quotations  would  fail  to  convince 
him,  [Mr.  Pickens.]  They  would  fail  to  show 
that  they  were  congenial  with  the  first  principles  of 
the  Constitution.  Yet  he  would  not  discuss  these 
points  at  present;  he  would  only  way  that  he  should 
rejoice  to  shiver  a  lance  with  the  gentleman,  on 
these  subjects,  at  the  proper  time;  and  he  was 
proud  to  say  that  he  should  have  to  meet  in  this 
conflict  the  shield  of  even  a  Knisht  Templar. 

The  principles  of  this  report,  added  Mr.  P.  are 
the  principles  of  reform  and  retrenchment  which 
seem  to  be  the  popular  doctrines  of  the  day.  Now 
he  wanted  to  see  who  are  the  gentlemen  prepared 
to  do  their  lip  service  to  the  goddess  of  reform, 
and  to  bow  down  and  worship,  in  their  hearts,  pro- 
fligacy and  recklesssncdS  of  expenditure.  Vote  ap- 
propriations, said  he,  as  you  have  done  heretofore, 
with  an  utter  disregard  to  the  condiiion  of  the  Trea- 
sury, and  you  will  be  compelled  to  issuo  Treasury 
notes  or  borrow  money.  He  repeated,  in  conclu* 
sion,  that  he  desired  to  see  parties  ranged  under 
the  principles  of  that  report.  It  was  a  noble  docu- 
ment, and  the  party  which  took  its  stand  upon  it 
would  risk  much«  at  first,  but  would  triumph  in  the 
end.  We  were  now  about  to  take  a  new  latitude 
and  departure,  and  he  desired  to  see  the  other  side 
come  Out.  Mr.  P.  rejoiced  that  the  gentleman  had 
made  his  motion,  and  again  expressed  a  hope  that 
it  would  be  considered  as  a  test  question. 

The  orders  of  the  day  were  then  proceeded  to. 

Mr.  EVERETT,  on  leave,  from  the  Committee 
on  Indian  Affairs,  reported  a  bill  to  provide  for 
(he  location  and  temporary  support  of  the'SeminoIe 
Indians,  lemoved  from  Florida. 

OnrootioD^ofMr.  CAMBRELENG,  the  House 
went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  oi 
the  Union,  Mx,  Banks  in  the  chair,  on  Jhe  appro* 
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prJAtion  biUa;  and,  on  moiion  of  the  former  geatle- 
man,  they  were  taken  ap  in  the  following  order: 

The  *'biU  nuking  appropriationa  for  the  pay- 
ment of  Revolutionary  and  other  pensioners  for  the 
year  1839,"  was  considered  and  ordered  to  be  re- 
ported without  amendment. 

The  "  bill  making  appropriations  for  the  pro- 
tection of  the  northern  frontier  of  the  United 
States"  was  amended;  and,  after  a  brief  discns^ion 
between  Messrs.  CAMBRELENG,  BELL,  RICE 
GARLAND,  and  BRONSON,  was  ordered  to  be 
reported  to  the  House. 

Th/e  ''bill  making  appropriations  for  the  current 
and  contingent  expenses  of  the  Indian  Department, 
and  for  fulfilling  treaty  stipulations  with  the  vari- 
ous Indian  tribes,  for  the  year  one  thousand  eij^ht 
hundred  and  thirty-nine,"  was  amended  in  a  few 
particulars,  and  laid  aside. 

The  ''bill  making  appropriations  for  the  support 
of  the  naval  service  for  the  year  1839,"  was  amend- 
ed, and  laid  aside. 

The  "bill  making  appropriations  for  the  support 
of  the  array  for  the  year  1839,"  was  taken  Up,  and, 
after  some  amendments,  moYed  by  Mr.  CAM- 
BRELENG,  had  been  agreed  to, 

Mr.  CRARY  moved  to  strike  out  the.  following 
clause: 

"For  taxes  on  the  Passyunk  arsenal,  near  Phila- 
delphia, for  (he  year  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty- 
nine,  seven  hundred  and  eighty-five  dollars  and 
fifty  cents." 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  explained  that  the  United 
States  had  never  yet  acquired  jurisdiction  over  this 
property  from  the  State. 

Mr.  CRARY.  Then  that  oflers  an  additional 
reason  for  the  motion,  and  an  irresistible  one  why 
an  arsenal  should  be  removed  altogether  ever 
which  they  could  not  claim  jurisdiction. 

Mr.  MALLORY  hoped  the  motion  would  pre- 
vail, for  this  charge  was  the  only  instance  of  the 
kind  in  the  whole  country. 

The  motion  prevailed. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  of  Massachusetts  complained 
of  the  rednciion  made  in  this  bill  of  the  item  of 
|300,000  lor  the  "national  armories,"  from 
$360,000>  which  had  been  appropriated  in  former 
years. 

Mr.  MASON  of  Virginia  moved  to  add  the 
sum  of  1^60,000  to  the  item,  and  advocated  his 
amendment. 

The  amendment  was  briefly  opposed  by  Messrs. 
CAMBRELENG,  and  PETRIKIN, 

Mr.  PRATT  was  understood  to  be  in  favor  of 
the  amendment,  and  in  the  course  of  his  remarks 
deprecated  the  principles  urged  by  some,  that  the 
Government  should  manufacture  for  itself,  instead 
of  having  her  arms  procured  by  means  of  private 
contracts.  He  contended  that  the  Government 
had  cares  enough  to  occupy  its  various  depart, 
ments,  without  increasing  ihem  by  becoming  a 
great  manufacturer;  and  showed  that,  so  far  as  the 
economy  of  the  matter  was  concerned,  it  results 
greatly  to  its  advantage  to  have  all  its  arms  made 
by  contract.  There  would  not  be  that  strict  re- 
gard to  economy  in  labor,  in  establishments  owned 
by  the  Government,  as  all  experience  conclusively 
showed,  as  is  used  by  private  individuals;  hence 
their  ability  to  manufaciure  for  the  Government  at 
a  less  rate  than  it  could  possibly  be  done  by  any 
other  system  it  might  invent  or  put  in  operation. 

He  was  in  favor  of  exciting  a  just  competition 
among  the  mechanics.  Let  competition  come  in 
ibr  its  share.  By  creating  this  competition  we  ex- 
cite among  the  mechanics  a  kind  of  emulation, 
which  brings  into  requisition  all  their  ingenuity, 
and  causes  developments  and  improvements  in 
mechanism,  which  otherwise  might  he  dormant 
and  be  lost  to  the  world.  He  was  opposed  to  this 
principle  of  Government  manufactures,  for  other 
and  he  conceived  as  weighty  reasons.  He  said,  in 
warm  party  excitement  the  conflict  would  be  even 
carried  into  the  Government  workshops.  The 
prty  which  might  succeed  would,  in  all  pro- 
bability, be  in^luced  to  make  political  prefer- 
ences,  and  would  employ  only  those  who  might 
suit  Its  political  views;  and  tnus,  in  the  rise  and 
fall  of  every  Administration,  we  would  witness 
a  discharge  and  a  new  selection..  He  always  wish- 
ed to  two  the  mechanict^of  our  Goantry  occupy  the 


high  and  independent  ground  they  now  stand  up- 
on, uninfluenced  by  the  contaminating  rule  of  party. 
He  never  wished  to  see  man^s  labor  so  connecied 
with  the  Government,  as  to  bias  or  cotilrol,  in  the 
remote:»t  degree,  bis  political  principles,  or  party 
preferences.  The  offices  under  the  constitution 
belong  to  the  public,  and  are  not  created  or  con- 
ferred upon  individuals  for  their  peculiar  benefit, 
but  for  the  good  and  welfare'of  the  community.  Be- 
ns man*s  labor  is  his  own  private  property,  and  bat 
lon^s  exclusively  to  himself,  and  which  he  alone  has 
the  right  to  guard  and  protect,  therefore  would  he 
deprecate  any  state  of  things  which  would  tend  to 
violate  this  sacred  right.  It  was  for  these  reasons 
that  he  was  opposed  to  what  is  called  government 
mechanics.  Mr.  P.  said  he  was  proud  to  be  a  me- 
chanic himself,  and  wished  to  protect  the  interests 
of  that  worthy  class  of  men,  so  far  as  his  ability 
could  have  any  influence.  Believing,  as  he  did, 
that  it  was  a  saving  to  the  Government  to  continue 
to  purchase  or  contract  for  such  arms  as  were  ne- 
cessary, he  would  vote  for  the  amendment,  to  con- 
tinue the  usual  appropriation. 

Mr.  L.  WILLIAMS,  obtained  the  floor  and  op- 
posed the  amendmeni;  it  was  further  supported  by 
Messrs.  LINCOLN,  MERCER,  and  CALHOUN 
of  Massachusetts,  when,  on  dividing  the  committee, 
there  were— ayes  55,  noes  42,  no  quorum:  tellers 
were  ordered,  and  the  vote  was  announced — ayes 
52,  noes  54,  still  no  quorum;  en  motion  of  Mr. 
MALLORY,  the  committee  rose  and  reported  that 
fact  to  the  House. 

Mr.  W.  C.  JOHNSON  moved  a  call  of  the 
House,  and  on  dividing  the  House  by  tellers,  they 
were — ayes  39,  noes  78,  still  no  quorum,  on  mo- 
tion, 

The  House  adjourned. 

IN  SENATE, 
Wkdnksdat,  January  30, 1839. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  President  of 
thi;  United  States,  enclosing  a  communication  from 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  on  the  subject  of 
balances  reported  on  the  books  of  the  Treasury 
against  disbursing  agents  of  the  Government,  to 
which  the  President  invites  the  attention  of  Con- 
gress; and 

On  motion  by  Mr.  CLAY  of  Alabama,  the  do- 
cuments were  laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

The  CHAIR  communicated  a  report  from  the 
Secretary  of  War,  in  reply  to  the  resolution  of  the 
Senate  of  the  22d,  in  relation  to  cannon  and  howitz- 
ers, enclosing  a  report  from  the  Colonel  of  Ord- 
nance on  the  subject;  and 

On  motion  by  Mr.  CLAY  of  Alabama,  it  was 
laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 
.Mr.  CLAYTON  presented  the  petition  of  a 
number  of  citizens  of  Illinois,  asking  for  a  grant 
of  lands  in  the  Oregon  Territory;  which  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  presented  the  memorial  of 
Samuel  Raub,  jr.  relative  to  steam  boilers  and 
safety  valves,  and  at  the  same  time  presented  some 
additional  documents,  showing  new  and  valuable 
improvements  made  by  Mr.  Raub  in  the  steam 
engine:  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  LINN  presenud  thepetition  of  the  heirs  of 
Pierre  Marden,  asking  confirmation  of  title  to  800 
arpens  of  land  in  Missouri;  which  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  presented  the  petition  of  Gen. 
Jacob  Vroom,  collector  of  the  customs  for  the 
district  of  Genespe,  N«w  York,  praying  for  the 
passage  of  a  law  to  authorize  the  settlement  of  his 
ac  :punis  on  the  principles  of  equity:  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  CLAY  of  Alabama  presented  the  petition 
of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  Dubroca  tract,  in  the 
State  of  Alabama,  on  the  subject  ef  the  titles  to 
their  lands:  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  LINN,  on  leave,  and  in  punnanoe  of  no- 
tice given,  introduced  a  bill  to  allow  a  drawback 
of  duties  on  merchandise  imported  via  Missouri  to 
the  provinces  of  Mexico;  which  was  read  twice, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  YOUNG  presented  three  petitions 'from  citi- 
sena  of  Green  county,  Illinois,  praying  for  theestai- 


blishment  of  certain  mail  routes:  reftrred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads. 

Mr.  ROANE  presented  a  memoaial  of  the  cor- 
poration of  the  dtv  of  Washington;  which  was  r^ 
ferred  to  the  Committee  on  the  District  of  Cblambia. 

Mr.  WRIGHT,  on  leave,  and  in  pnrsaaoce  of 
notice  given,  introduced  a  bill  more  effectiially  le 
secure  public  money  in  the  handu  of  oflicers  and 
agents  of -the  Government,  and  to  ponish  pnblie 
defaulters:  read  twice,  and  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Finanoe. 

Mr.  HUBBARD,  from  the  Committee  on  Claims, 
to  which  had  been  referred  the  bill  fram  the  Hoose 
for  the  relief  of  the  Springfield  Mannfaetoriiig  * 
Company,  reported  the  same  with  an  amendment; 
which  was  read. 

Mr.  HUBBARD  gave  notice  that  be  would  to- 
morrow ask  leave  to  intirodnoe  a  bill  ffiakin^  a 
grant  of  land  in  aid  of  certain  internal  impivre- 
ments  in  Wisconsin. 

.  On  motion  by  Mr.  CLAY  of  Alabama,  the  Cona- 
mittee  on  the  pQbiic  Lands  was  discharged  from 
the  further  consideration  of  the  petition  of  Richard 
Cogan. 

Mr.  BENTON  moved  that  three  papera  received 
from  the  Adjutant  (General's  office,  showing  the 
number  of  lives  lost  in  the  campaigns  in  Florida, 
be  printed;  which  motion  was  agreed  to.  , 

The  bill  from  the  House  for  the  irlief  of  Window 
Lewis  was  read  twice,  and  referred. 

After  a  short  time  spent  in  Executive  busiiie&s 

The  resolution  submitted  some  days  ago  by  * 
Mr.  BxMTON,  calling  upon  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treas  iry  for  a  statement  showing  what  woald  be 
the  deficiency  in  the  Treasmy,  had  (he  bill  for  dis- 
tributing the  proceeds  of  the  public  lands,  wbich 
was  vetoed  by  President  Jackson,  become  a  law,  ' 
was  taken  ttp;  when 

Mr.  TALLMADGE  moved  to  lay  it  on  tbif^ 
table. 

Mr.  BENTON  called  for  the  yeas  and  na^s  o^  ^ 
this  motion;  which,  being  ordered,  resulted- as- - 
follows:  .  ■ 

YBAS— Messrs.  Clayton,  Dhvis,  Knight,  Mer* 
rick,  Prentiss,  Bobbins,  Ruggles,  Smith    of    Ii^^ 
diana.  Southard,  Spence,  Swift,  Tallma^^,   atAd*^ 
White— 13^ 

NAYS— Messrs.  AHen,  Benton,  BnchaaaB,  Clay 
of  Alabama,  Fnlton,  Hubbard,  King,  Lino,  Lamp- 
kin,  Lvon,  Nicholas,  Niles,  Nervell,  Pieffce, 
Roane,  Robinson,  Sevier,  Smith  of  ComieCftiMR, 
Strange,  Williams  of  Maine,  Williams  of  Mis*' 
aissippi,  Wright,  and  Young-»-2S.  "' 

The  question  then  recurring  on  the  adopii«A  ttf^ 
the  resonltion,  it  was  decided  in  the  affirmilliM'^- 
yea  s   37,  nay  1,  as  follow*: 

YEAS— Messt?.  Allen,' Benton,  BadkaayDl,  t 
of  Alabama,  Clayton,  Davis,  Fulton j  Htit 
King,  Knight,  Linn,  Lumpkin,  Lyon, 
Nicholas,  Niles,  Norvell,  Pierce,  PreMlte,  1 
Roane,  Robbins,  Robinson,  Roggles,  Sei^Ier,  1 
of  Connecticut,  Southard,  Spence,  Stratage,  i 
Tallmadge,  Webster,  White,  William^  of  Ma 
Williams  of  Mississippi,  Wright,  and  Toihogf- 

NAY— Mr.  Smith  of  Indiana— 1.  '  .'.« 

The  remaining  resolntionft  on  the  tabltf  ^BwiM 
then  adopted.  •« 

The  resolution  submitted  bf  Mr.TIPTOK,  fiMI 
the  Committee  on  Roads  and  Canals,  on  tbft;     '*^ 
ject  of  the  improvement  of  the  harbor  on 

City,  was  taken  up;  and,  af^er  some  remarks „ 

Messrs.  KING,  SEVIER,  YOUNG,  and  KOIto 
YELL,  was  laid  on  the  table.  T^ 

On  motion  by  Mr.  DAYI^  the  amendiftiiia| 
the  House  to  the  bill  to  renew  the  patent  5" 
mas  Blanchard,  were  taken  up;  and  afteiKaom 
marks  from   Messrs.    DAVIS,    BENlt^M*, 
VIER,  NILES,  and  STRANGB,  wete  lalit  o 
table. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  BBMTON,  the^. 
granting  leave  to  him  to  iatrodnce  a  bA^lb 
the  duty  on  salt,  was  talMki  np;  aadAAer  s 
marks  from  Messrs.  RUGfGLES,  SOI 
BENTON,  WILLtAMS  of  Maine,  and 
HOUN, 

Mr.  NORVELL  sAid  that,  in  vetiag  aa  h^  t 
for  granting  leave  td  briD|g  in  thia^  hill,  ha 
desire  to  be  considered  as  oomnrittini;  bin 
his  vote  npon  the  bill  itself.  Htspi^ieittifli] 
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VM,  thai  be  sboold  go  for  ao  entire  repeal  of  the 
duly  npon  salt,  bat  agaiast  the  abolition  of  the 
bMBty  to  the  fisheries. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and  decided  in 
theaffirmatire — yeas  SO,  nays  19,  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Clay  of  Ala- 
bama, Fal  ton,  Habbard,  King,  Linn,  Lumpkin, 
Lf»,  Mouton,  Niles,  Norvell,  Pierce,  Robinson, 
Sevier,  Smith  of  Cooneciicut,  White,  Williams  of 
Mississippi,  Wright,  and  Yoang — 20. 

NAYS — Messrs.,  Buchanan,  Galboan,  Clay  of 
KealQcky,  Clayton,  Crittenden,  Davis,  Blnight, 
BkKean,  Merrick,  Nicholas,  Rives,  Roane,  Rob- 
tun,  Roe^ea*  Sottihard,  SwiA,  Tallmadge,  Web- 
ster, and  v^illiams  of  Maine^-tl9. 

Leave  having  been  thos  given,  the  bill  was  then 
nad  twice,  and  referred  to  the  Committe  on  Fi- 

On  BUMion  by  Mr.  KINO, 

The  bill  for  the  benefit  of  the  Alabama,  Florida, 
and  Georgia  Raih-oad  Company  was  taken  np  for 
eaBsideratiott,  and  after  some  explanatory  remarks 
from  Mr.  Kiica  and  Mr.  Lumpkin  in  ezplanation, 
it  vas  ordered  to  be  engrossed. 

Ob  motion  by  Mr.  WEBSTER, 

The.  bill  for  the  extension  of  fime  for  paying  da- 
ties  on  railroad  iron  imported  by  the  Alabama, 
Florida,  and  Georgia  Railroad  Company  was  ta- 
lakfn  np  for  consideraiion,  and  after  an  amend- 
aMsteztendiDg  the  same  privileges  to  the  State  of 
Uiaots,  it  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed. 

On  metion  of  Mr.  MERRICK,  the  joint  lesolu- 
tkm  directing  the  manner  in  which  certain  laws  of 
tk  District  are  to  be  execoted,  was  taken  np. 

Kr.  SSTVIBR  was  in  favor  of  the  object  of  the 
leK^ntioD,  which  provided  for  granting  a  pre-emp- 
lioa  r%ht  to  a  sqaatter  on  the  public  lands;  but 
thought  that  the  case  was  embtaced  by  the  pre- 
emptioa  law  of  last  session,  and  that  the  Commis- 
aooer  General  of  the  land  office  was  antfaorized  to 
giant  the  desired  relief. 

A  loDg  and  amasing  debate  ensued,  in  which 
Mess.  MERRICK,  ROANE,  BUCHANAN, 
CLAY  of  Ala.  BENTON  and  SEVIER  participa- 
ted; uid  the  joint  resolation  was  ordered  to  be  en- 
graaed  for  a  third  reading. 

The  Senate  ihea  adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES, 

Wkdrssdat,  Jannary  30,  1839. 

The  SPEAKER  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 

imn  the  Hon.  Eowabd  B.>  HmLSY,  oommnnicat- 

ing  the  redigBAiion  of  his  aeat  at  a  member  of  the 

ftttetot  Congress;  which  wa<t  laid  on  the  table. 

On  mMonxm  of  Mr.  HAYNES.  the  Honae  went 
iniD  CommiUee  on  the  Union,  Mr.  Adams  in  the 
Chair,  on  the  President's  annual  Message;    the 

Cation  imnaediately  ander  consideration  being  on 
IbUowiag  resolntion,  being  the  12th  of  ihe  ae- 
rietoMvedbjrMr.  HiyNi^forthe  distribution  of 
ft[^dooonient  among  appropriate  committees. 

'  That  so  much  of  said  message  as  re- 
to  ibe  qoestiono  arising  out  of  the  mandamus, 
~  bf  the  Circuit  Court  of  the  District  of  Co- 
at the  relation  of  Stockton  aad  Siokes, 
the  Fostmaatec  Geneol,  be  referred  to  the 
oa  the  Jodieiarj. 
.  Mr.  CHABY  cooeieded  his  remarks  in  reply  to 
HlilUmi  jiiiniiiifinnj  and  the  Oppesition  generally, 
Igtiwliiiih  will  be  given  hereaAer. 
:  lffr«.  CLARK  spoke  for  an  hour  and  a  half  in 
ii^icaMon  of  the  eonrse  of  the  Conservatives.  He 
'sd  that,  the  Wiugs  and  Coaservatives 
alilte  and  it  was  their  dnty  to  act  alike.  He 
'  Ihe  doctrines  embodied  in  the  Message 
Fnoiident,  at  the  extra  session,  as  heterodox 
aad  that  he  would  not  have  voted 
diiieBpeafetrJbtfd  that  document  been  read  pre* 
to  the  eleetioD.  He  denied  tha^  the  Admi- 
bad  ever  been  in  the  mafority  in  the 
vpon  any.  great  p»blie  meaaufc;  thau  ihey 
Mr  in  (he  miaoiity,  and  trusted  in  God  thai 
rer  woiild  continue  to  be  so  long  as  they,  at^ 
~  toicarry  est  eemin  n^ism^f. 
MAflCHN  of  Virginia  discloinied,  so  far  aa 
iba  GffiisemU?es  of  the  South  were  eon-* 
.  tbaa  ,th4r  .WhigS;  and  Censer^thres:  had 
aaaUlanee',.  andtoerer  eoiJd  form  an  alii* 
•ilK;Whig:pafQr^    Hta  ebiiaaed  toatund 


isolated  from  both  the  great  political  parties,  llie 
opinions  of  the  leaders  of  the  Whig  party  were  an- 
tipodes to  those  he  held;  and  should  they  get  into 
power,  the  Bank,  the  tariff,  and  internal  improve- 
ment by  the  General  Government,  would  be  their 
leading  policy,  which  he,  for  one,  could  never  ad- 
vocate. He  disclaimed  the  views  of  the  genile- 
man  froni  New  Yoik,  [Mr.  Clark,]  not  for  himself 
alon#,  bm  for  all  the  Conservatives  of  the  South. 
If  the  Whigs  should  get  into  power,  and  carry  out 
the  piinciples  they  entertain,  whether  here  or  in  Vir- 
ginia he  would  be  in  the  opposition. 

Mr.  THOMPSON  obtained  the  floor,  and  on  his 
motion  the  committee  rose. 

The  House  then  went  into  Committee  of  -the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  (Mr.  Banks  in 
the  chair,)  and  lesumed  the  consideration  of  the 
APPROPRIATION  BILLS. 
Mr.  EVERETT,  chairman  of  the  Indian  Com- 
millee,  called  up  the  bill  appropriating  ten  thousand 
dollars  towards  the  expenses  of  providing  a  loca- 
tion for  the  Seminole  Indians  when  removed;  which 
was  agreed  to  without  amendment,  and  laid  aside 
to  be  reported. 

Mr.  BRONSON  endeavored  to  have  the  bill 
amended  which  provides  for  the  defence  of  the 
Northern  frontier,  but  his  amendment  was  pro- 
nounced out  of  order. 

The  committee,  after  some  desultory  conversa- 
tion about  a  clerk  for  the  superintendent  of  the 
Western  Territory,  rose  and  reported  the  following 
bills,  which  were  severally  ordered  to  be  engrossed, 
viz: 

^  bill  making  appropriations  for  the  payment  of 
the  Revolutionary  and  other  pensioners  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  for  the  year  1839. 

A  bill  making  an  appropriation  for  the  protection 
of  die  Northern  frontier  of  the  United  States. 

A  bill  making  appropriations  for  the  current  and 
contingent  expenditures  of  the  Indian  Department, 
aad  for  fulfilling  treaty  stipulations  with  the  various 
Indian  tribes,  for  the  year  1839. 

A  bill  making  appropriations  for  the  naval  ser- 
vice for  the  year  1839. 

A  bill  to  provide  for  the  location  and  temporary 
support  of  the  Seminole  Indians  removed  from 
Florida. 

Mr.  MERCER  asked  the  assent  of  the  House  to 
take  up  the  bill,  which  had  been  ordered  to  be 
engrossed,  entitled,  "A  bill  giving  the  assent  of  Con- 
gress to  an  act  of  the  General  Assembly  of  Virigi- 
nia,  entitled,  an  act  incorporating  the  Falmouth  and 
Alexandria  Railroad.** 

Mr.  PETRIKIN  objected  to  taking  the  bill  up 
out  of  its  order,  whereupon 

Mr.  MERCER  moved  to  suspend  the  rules  for 
that  purpo-^e;  which  motion  the  House  agreed  to. 
The  question  was  taken  and  the  bill  was  passed.. 
The  next  bill  on  the  calendar  was  then  taken  np 
and  passed,  viz:  a  "bill  to  repeal  the  2d  section  of 
an  act  to  extend  the  time  for  locating  Virginia  mili- 
tary land  warrants,  and  retornhig  surveys  thereon 
to  the  general  land  office." 

The  SPEAKER  laid  before  the  House  the  fol- 
lowing message  from  the  President  of  the  United 
States. 

To  the  House  of  RepreKfUuHves  qf  the  UniUd  States f 
I  transmit  herewith  a  commnn>cation  re- 
ceived from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  on  the 
subject  of  the  balances  reported  on  the  books  of  the 
Treasury,  against  collecting  and  disbursing  officers 
of  the  Government,  to  which  I  beg  leave  to  invite 
the  early  atten*ion  of  Congress. 

M.  VAN  BUREN. 
January  98, 1839. 

Also,  a  comttuoioation  from  the  Commissioner 
of  the  General  Land  Office,  transmitting  documents 
in  relation  to  the  marking  the  southern  boundary 
line  of  the  Territory  of  Iowa,  from  Albert  M.  Lea, 
esq.  the  commissioner  appointed  to  attend  to  the 
dnty. 

'     On  motion  of  Mr.  BRONSON,  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Territories. 

Also,  a  oommnnieation  from  the  Secretary  of 
War,  transmitting  a  report  from  the  Commissioner 
on  Indian  AiAiirs,  the  Ctuartermaster  General,  and 
Commiasarr  Qeneral  of  Sotbsislence,  enclosing  the 
>  c0rmp«BdeBee  between  these  depaatments  andGen. 
I  J.  W.  A.  Sanford,  in  relation  to  the  supptiea  pur- 


chased by  the  officers  of  Government  for  the  Creek 
Indians. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  MORGAN, 

The  House  then  adjourned. 


IN  SENATE. 
TunasDAT,  January  31,  1839. 
Mr.  SMITH  of  Indiana  presented  a  petition,  nu- 
merously signed  by  the  citizens  of  Evansville,  Indi- 
ana, praying  Congress  to  establish  a  hospital  at  that 
place. 

The  petition  shows  the  fitness  of  Evansville  as  a 
point  for  a  hospital  for  the  benefit  of  the  commerce 
of  the  States  of  Illinois  and  Indiana  in  a  striking 
manner.  It  states  that  over  twenty  thousand  per* 
sons  annually  land  at  that  point  from  the  Ohio 
river,  who  reside  in  these  States;  that  at  least  two 
thousand  flat  boats  go  out  of  the  Waba>h  and 
White  rivers,  laden  with  produce  for  the  lower 
markets,  each  year;  that  the  number  is  rapidly  in- 
creasing; that  two-thirds  of  the  hands  from  these 
boats  land,  on  their  return,  at  that  place,  many  of 
them  bringing  diseases  from  New  Orleans  and  other 
places,  which  render  them  unable  to  proceed  to 
their  homes. 

Mr.  S.  sa>d,  on  his  motion,  Evansville  had  been 
inserted  in  the  resolution  of  inquiry  oh  this  subject, 
as  he  was  well  satisfied  of  the  necessity  of  a  hospital 
at  that  point.  He  a$ked  that  the  petition  might  be 
referred  to  the  committee  to  which  that  resolution 
had  been  directed.    The  petition  was  so  referred. 

Mr.  S.  also,  presented  a  joint  resolution  of  the 
General  Assembly  of  Indiana,  praying  aid  in  the 
construction  of  the  New  Albany  and  Mount  Car- 
mel  Railroad;  which,  on  his  motion,  was  ordered  to 
be  printed. 

Mr.  SEVIER  offered  a  joint  resolution  from  the 
Legislature  of  Arkansas,  on  the  subject  of  esta- 
blishing the  boundary  line  between  Texas  and  this 
Government;  which  was  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Foreign  Relations. 

A  joint  resolution  from  the  same,  asking  for  an 
appropriation  to  complete  the  improvement  of  the 
Arkansas  river;  and  a  joint  resolation  from  the 
same,  asking  for  an  appropriation  to  complete  the 
road  from  the  Mississippi  river ,opposite  Memphis,  to 
Little  Rock;  which  wete  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Roads  and  Canals. 

Mr.  SBVI&R,  from  the  Committee  on  Indian 
Affairs,  reported,  without  amendment,  the  bill  fur 
the  relief  of  Richard  Banks. 

Mr.  LtNN  observed  that  the  Committee  on  Pri- 
vate Land  Claims'had  been  assiduously  engaged, 
for  the  last  three  years,  in  the  discharge  of  their 
duties,  and  had  reported  a  number  of  bills,  which 
had  passed  the  Senate,  though  but  very  few  of  them 
had  been  sanctioned  by  the  other  House;  the  others 
hariag  failed  only  for  the  want  of  time.  Now  this 
was  very  burdensome  on  the  committee,  and  he 
hoped  that  this  year  they  would  be  more  fortu- 
nate. To  avoid  the  difficulties  whicKhad  hitherto 
stood  in  the  way  of  these  bills,  he  would  move 
that,  for  the  remainder  of  the  session,  the  Satur- 
days of  each  week  be  set  apart  for  their  considera- 
tion. 
Thia  motion  was  agreed  to. 
On  motion  by  Mr.  Brown,  the  Committee  on  Re- 
volutioiiary  Claims  was  discharged  from  the  fur- 
ther consideration  of  the  resolution  in  favor  of  the 
heirs  of  Jlobert  Walker,  and  the  petition  of  the 
heirs  of  William  Merritt. 

Mr.  CLAY  of  Alabama  presented  some  docu- 
ments in  relation  to  the  bill  in  favor  of  settlers  who  - 
have  been  deprived  of  the  benefits  of  the  pre-emp- 
tion law  of  June,  1834;  which  were  laid  on  the 
table. 

The  joint  resolution  directing  the  manner  in 
which  certain  laws  of  the  District  shall  be  executed, 
was  taken  up  on  its  third  reading,  and  passed. 

The  following  bills  were  taken  up  on  their  third 
reading,  and  passed. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  Alabama,  Florida, 
and  Georgia  Railroad  Company. 

An  act  to  aethorize  the  extension  of  time  for  pay| 
meat  of  duties  on  railroad  iron  imported  by  the 
Alabama,  Florida,  and  Georgia  Railroad  Company 
-^aye8  34;noe8  10. 

Mr.  CLAY  of  Kentucky  presented  the  petitien 
ofDr.£.A.Theller,whoataledtbathe  waaana- 
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tire  of  Ireland,  and  had.  bpen  nataralizrd,  and  re- 
sides in  this  country;  that  he  had  joined  in  the  ex- 
pedition for  the  inTasion  of  Canada,  and  had  been 
taken  prisoner;  that  he  bad  been  tried,  and  convict- 
ed of  treason — ibejadge  chaining  the  jury  on  his 
trial  that  his  act  of  nainralizatien  in  this  country 
was  null,  and  of  noa  effect,  that  no  subsequent  act 
could  expatriate  him*  from  his  original  allegiance. 
Under  these  circumstances,  Dr.  T.  asks  that  Con- 
gress should  take  some  action  on  the  subject,  which 
would  define  the  rights  of  naturalized  citizens. 

After  some  remarks  from  Mr.  CLA.Y  of  Ken- 
tacky, 

Mr.  NORVELL  said,  that  the  memorialist  was 
a  citizen  of  Michigan.  He  was  an  intelligent 
man,  but  an  enthusiast  in  whatever  related  to  hu- 
man liberty.  He  had  sent  to  him  the  counterpart 
of  the  memorial  just  presented.  The  facts  in  the 
.memorial  were  as  stated  bv  the  Senator  from  Ken- 
tucky. The  memorialist  was  a  native  of  Ireland, 
but  a  naturalized  citizen  of  the  United.  States.  In 
the  early  part  of  the  past  'year,  he  embarked  in  the 
struggle  for  Canadian  liberty.  He  was  captured 
in  the  Upper  Province  of  Canada,  and  taken  to  To- 
ronto. There  he  was  tried,  condemned,  and  sen- 
tenced to  execution,  on  a  charge  of  high  treason 
against  the  Queen  of  Great  Britain.  The  chief 
justice  of  the  Province,  who  presided  at  the  trial, 
instructed  the  jury,  that  no  subject  of  the  kingdom 
could  ever  expatriate  himself.  Birth,  and  the  resi- 
dence of  one  hour  in  the  British  dominions,  crea- . 
ted  a  perpetual  allegiance.  From  this  allegiance 
the  subject  could  never  be  exonerated,  under  any 
plea^or  pretence.  The  memorialist  owed  his  pre- 
sent safety  from  the  penalties  of  treason,  to  his  es- 
cape from  the  citadel  of  Clnebec. 

These  were  the  facts  which  gave  rise  to  this  me- 
morial. Upon  these  facts,  the  memorialist  ap- 
peals to  Congress  to  adopt  measures  for  the  ad- 
justment of  this  question  of  perpetual  allegiance 
claimed  by  Great  Britain  from  all  her  native  born 
subjects,  and  for  the  protection  of  all, such  subjects 
as  have  become,  or  may  become,  naturalized  citi- 
zens of  the  United  States.  The  subject  was  cer- 
tainly one  of  great  importance.  The  doctrine  of 
perpetual  allegiance,  asserted  by  Great  Britain, 
was  an  absurd  relic  of  feudal  barbarism.  It  was 
incompatible  with  the  Consutution  and  laws  of 
natoralization  of  the  United  States.  By  those,  Bri- 
tish subjects  may  and  do  become  American  citi- 
zens. They  are  entitled,  equally  with  our  native 
citizens,  to  protection  in  all  their  lawful  pursuits, 
wherever  they  may  happen  to  be.  This  Govern- 
ment was  bound  thus  to  protect  them,  in  peace  and 
in  war.  Mr.  Madieon,  in  the  last  war  with  Great 
Britain,  steadily  maintained  this  principte,  resisted 
the  claim  of  that  kingdom  to  the  perpetual  allegi- 
ance of  her  subjects  aAer  they  had  become  our 
citizens,  and  repeatedly  intimated  his  determina- 
tion to  retaliate  for  every  injury  inflicted  upon  our 
naturalized  citizens,  captured  as  prisoners  of  war, 
if  they  were  punished  on  the  ground  of  their  btung 
subjects,  or  if  they  were  treated  differently  from 
other  prisoners  of  war.  The  memorialist  was  mis- 
taken in  supposing  that  the  treaty  of  peace  be- 
tween this  country  and  Great  Britain  recognised 
the  right  of  that  kingdom  to  the  perpetual  allegi- 
acceofher  native  born  subjects.  No  such  ex- 
pression is  to  be  found  in  those  treaties.  Our  Re 
volutionary  ancestors  were  all  British  subjects  at 
one  time.  In  separating  from  the  mother  country, 
they  ceased  to  be  her  subjects.  And  how  could 
they,  in  the  treaty  of  peace  which  recognised  them 
as  a  separate  and  independent  nation,  permit  Great 
Britain  to  assert  any  claim  to  the  perpetual  allegi- 
ance of  those  who  were  born  within  the  British 
realms? 

No  principle  is  more  clear  than  that  the  natu- 
ralized  citizens  of  the  United  States  po5Scs  all  the 
right,  and  arc  entitled  to  all  the  protection  which 
could  be  claimed  by  native  citizens.  No  duty  is 
more  imperative  upon  the  Government  than  that 
of  affording  equal  protection  to  the  naturalized  as 
to  the  native  citizen;  ani  he  had  no  recf'llcction  of 
any  failure  on  the  part  of  any  Republic  or  any  Ad- 
ministration to  perform  its  duty  in  this  respect. 

The  circumstances  which  had  produced  this  me- 
morial were  peculiar,  and  had  embarrassed  any 
action  which  the  GoTereiDenl  might  have  been  dis* 


posed  to  take  on  the  subject.  The  memorialist 
had,  in  his  zeal  for  the  liberty  of  a  foreign  province 
not  prepared  to  assert  its  own  freedom,  invaded 
that  foreign  province;  had  with  a  number  of  oar 
native  citizens,  waged  war  upon  the  British  autho- 
rities, while  his  own  ceuntry  was  at  peace  and  in 
amity  with  them,  and  had  been  capinred.  He 
and  his  coadjutors  had  voluntarily,  at  least 
for  a  time,  expatriated  themselves.  They 
had  left  their  own  country  to  engage  in  a 
foreign  civil  war.  Now,  in  this  situation,  what 
right  had  our  Government  to  exereise  its  power 
for  their  protection,  except  by  way  of  friendly  in- 
terposition? If  the  memorialist  had  been  taken 
while  fighting  the  battles  of  his  adopted  country; 
if,  without  committing  aggression  upon  the  esta- 
blished Government  of  a  foreign  power,  he  had, 
while  passing  through  any  part  of  its  dominions, 
been  taken  on  any  pretext,  and  tried  for  any  offence 
^  not  committed  against  the  peace  of  that  power, 
'and  condemned  on  the  claim  of  a  perpetual  alle- 
giance from  him,  then  this  Government  would 
have  been  bound  to  interpose  for  his  protection, 
and  would  have  protected  him.  As  it  was,  the 
Executive  acted  with  regard  to  him  precisely  as  it 
did  with  regard  to  native  citizens  captured  at  the 
same  time  with  him.  It  sent  an  agent  to  Toronto 
for  the  purpose  of  prevailing  with  the  provincial 
authorities  to  release  the  prisoners.  It  made 
no  distinction  between  the  naturalized  and 
the  native  citizen.  What  more  could  it  do, 
without  involving  the  nation  in  a  wail  It  might 
have  made  a  formal  declaration,  that  it  would  never 
recognize  the  principle  of  perpetual  allegiance,  as 
asserted  in  the  trial  and  condemnation  of  the  me- 
morialist. It  might,  as  mtimaied  by  the  Senator 
from  Kentucky,  have  remonstrated  against  that 
barbarous  principle.  But  if  it  had  done*  so,  the 
danger  was,  that  he  would  have  been  forthwith 
ondered  to  execution,  for  the  very  purpose  of  show- 
ing a  determination  practically  to  maintain  the 
British  claim  to  the  perpetual  allegiance  of  their 
subjects.  He  had  no  doubt  that  this  consideration 
had  operated  upon  the  execution  in  this  ease.  He 
had  alluded  to  these  facts  to  show  that  this  Govern- 
ment had  not  been  inattentive  to  its  duty  en  this 
occasion. 

He  concurred  with  the  memorialist  in  the  praiie 
awarded  to  the  emigrant:^  from  Europe  to  this 
coontrx.  They  were  among  our  most  useful  and 
pjitriotic  citizens.  They  were  to  be  found  side  by 
side  with  our  native  citizens,  '*in  every  field  of  ho- 
norable enterprise."  They  were  industrious,  zeal- 
ous, energetic,  in  whatever  direction  they  turned 
their  attention.  In  council,  at  the  polls,  wherever 
their  adopted  country's  good  demanded  their  devo- 
tion, their  patriotism  was  equalled  only  by  their 
manly  boldness.  In  the  battle  field,  their  fearless 
daring  and  courage  were  proverbial.  In  the  hum- 
ble hut,^  in  the  more  elevated  dwelling,  in  their  do- 
mestic relations,  they  were  equally  kind  hearted 
and  hospitable.  They  were  entitled,  equally  with 
the  native  citizen,  to  the  protection  of  our  laws. 
The  national  faith  had  been  sacredly  pledged  and 
observed  towards  them;  and  he,  fur  one,  would  ne- 
ver falter  in  his  determination  to  see  that  faith,  here- 
after, fully  redeemed  in  regard  to  all  the  pledges 
which  their  migration  hither,  and  th«ir  adoption  as 
citizens,  required  us  to  redeem.  Less  than  this 
they  could  not  expect;  more  than  this  they  do  not 
ask. 

He  hoped  that  the  subject  would  be  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations.  That  very 
able  committee  would  bestow  upen  it  every  atten- 
tion which  its  importance  demanded;  and  if  vthey 
could  present  a  law  or  a  declaration,  by  which  our 
naturalized  citizens  could  be  more  effectually  se-^ 
cured  in  all  their  constitutional  and  legal  rights,  and 
foreign  powers  admonished  that  they  would  be  re- 
quired to  treat  our  citizens  of  that  description  in 
precisely  the  same  way  ia  which  native  Americans 
were  treated  by  them,  no  man  would  more  sin- 
cerely rejoice  than  he  would.  He  trusted  that  some 
effective  measure  could  be  suggested.  All  the 
evils  of  war  ought  to  be  encountered  to  maintain 
the  rights  of  our  naturalized  citizens,  as  conferred 
upon  them  by  the  Constitution  and  laws  of  tiie  Uni- 
ted States. 


The  bill  was  then  refored  to  the  Commitiee  oa 
Foreign  Relations,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr..  BUCHANAN,  from  the  Committee  on  ¥^ 
reign  Relations,  to  which  was  referred  the  bill  for 
the  relief  of  Charles  S.  Walsh,  reported  the  sune 
without  amendment. 

Mr.  STRANGE  presented  a  memorial  from  ei- 
tlzena  of  Wilmington,  N.  C.  praying  fortheent. 
tion  of  a  light-bouse  on  Cape  Clear;  which  waiie- 
ferred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce.  - 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN  submitted  the  foUowingre- 
solution: 

Rttolvedf  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be, 
and  he  is  hereby,  directed  to  report  to  the  Senate 
the  total  amount  of  revenue  from  all  sources  vhiek 
accrued  and  was  received  into  the  public  Treasury, 
and  the  aggregate  amount  of  the  expesditures  ef 
the  General  Government,  in  all  branches  of  the 
public  service,  during  each  year  from  January  J, 
1817,  to  Jandary  1, 1839,  distinguishing  the  pay- 
ments made  each  year  on  account  of  the  natiooal 
debt;  and  that  this  information  be  reported  m  cnk 
iMettofi  with  that  required  by  the  resolution  of  the 
Senate  on  the  S^th  January,  1839,  directing  the  Se- 
cretary of  the  Treasury  to  inform  the  Seaate 
whether  any,  and,  if  any,  how  much,  would  hais 
been  the  deficit  in  the  Treasury  if  an  act  entitled 
**An  act  to  appropriate,  for  a  limited  time,  the  pro- 
ceeds of  the  sales  of  the  public  lands  of  the  United 
States,  and  for  granting  lands  to  certain  Stales,** 
which  passed  both  Houses  of  Congress,  had  le- 
ceived  the  approbation  of  the  President,  and  been 
acted  upoii  up  to  January  1,  1839* 

Mr.  WILLIAMS  of  Maine  submitted  the  foi- 
lowing  resolution,  which  was  considered  and  agreed 
to: 

Ruolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Finance,  to 
which  the  bill  for  the  abolition  of  the  daty  on  salt 
and  of  the  bounty  to  fishing  vessels  was  refcired, 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  ihe  expediency  of  abo- 
lishing the  duty  upon  all  breadstufiis,  beef  and  port, 
iron,  sngar,  molasses  and  lead. 

Mr.  DAVIS  presented  the  petition  of  WiUiaa 
B.  Adams;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Commerce. 

Bfr.  PRESTON  presented  the  petition  of  Wil- 
liam Stacker;  which  was  referred  to  Uie  Conmittoe 
on  Claims. 

Mr.  MERRICK  presented  the  memorial  of  the 
Friendship  Fire  Company  of  Alexandria,  praying 
an  appropriation  of  money  to  enable  ihem  to  pa^ 
chase  new  apparatus;  wiich  was  relerred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  District. 

Mr.  WALL,  f^om  the  Committee  on  the  Judi- 
ciary, to  which  was  referred  the  bill  to  prevent  the 
interferenee  of  certain  Federal  officers  ia  elections, 
made  a  special  report  therton. 

The  report  having  been  read, 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN  observed  that  this  biU  had 
been  in  the  hands  of  the  committee  about  a  month 
and  a  half,  of  which  he  did  not  complain,  as  thty 
had  a  right  to  give  to  the  subject  the  Biost  ampte 
consideration.  He  only  desired  that  an  eaxiy  period 
might  be  sllowed  him  for  a  discussion  of  this  sub* 
ject.  He  desired  to  bring  to  the  notice  of  the  9s- 
nate  the  sophistries  by  which  this  greatest  viee  ia 
our  system  was  defended.  He  thought  thai  the  in- 
spect due  to  a  member  of  the  body,  might  have  tl;- 
lowed  the  gentleman  some  more  temperance  of  Isa* 
giiage  in  expressing  his  disapprobation  of  the  hBL 
He  now  moved  that  the  bill  be  postponed  to,  and 
made  the  order  of  the  day  for,  this  day  week. 

Mr.  HUBBARD  had  no  objection  lo  the  molii»- 
He  called  for  the  reading  of  the  report,  because  %« 
confessed  that  he  was  somewhat  surprised  at  dM 
readmg  of  the  bill  of  the  Senator  from  Kentneitf. 
AH  he  now  rose  for  was  to  move  that  the  repoct  & 
printed,  and  also  for  the  printing  of  an  extra  Ba» 
ber  of  copies;  and  to  test  the  sense  of  the  SenaCe,  In 
would  move  for  the  printing  of  10,000  extra  copiea 

The  report  was  here  ordered  to  be  primed**  ad 
the  question  arising  on  the  motion  to  print  the  eacM 
copies^ 

Mr.  NORVELL  suggested  the  propriety  of  el 
dering  twenty  thonand  copies  of  this  report  to  %i 
printed.  Notwithstanding  the  character  asetihedii 
it  by  the  Senator  from  Kentucky,  he  conatdeted  tt 
report  an  unanswerable  response  to  a  bill  wM 
proposed  to  strike  down  the  Tttal  and  fwnilanirai 
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ligho  of  a  laige  portion  of  th«  legal  voters  of  the 
United  States.  He  desired  all  bis  constitaenls  to 
»e  this  report.  He  should,  therefore,  prefer  the 
piloting  of  twenty  thoosand  to  the  smaller  number 
prspoeed. 

Tlie  question  WIS  then  taken,  and  10,000  extra 
eop  es  of  the  bill  and  report  were  ordered  to  be 
VriBted. 

Mr.  KING,  from  the  Committee  on  Commerce 
to  which  had  been  referred 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Kern  and  John  D. 
George;  and 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Gilbert  A.  Smith;  re- 
ported the  same  without  amendment,  and  with  a 
neommendation  that  they  do  not  pass. 

Mr.  C.  from  the  same  committee,  reported 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  A.  Beall,  with 
tmendBients. 

Tbe  bill  for  the  relief  of  Frederick  Pray,  with  an 
amendment;  and 

Hie  bill  for  the  relief  of  Andrew  C.  Mettier. 

Mr.  0.  from  the  same  committee,  asked  to  be 
discharged  from  the  further  consideration  of 

The  memorial  of  the  Charleston  Chamber  of 
Commerce  to  provide  for  the  instruction  of  boys 
for  the  naval  service;  and 

Hie  petition  of  John  Rainey;  which  was  agreed 

10. 

Mr.  NILES,  from  the  Committee  qu  Foreign 
Belations,  to  whieh  had  been  referred  the  bill  for 
the  relief  of  John  Randolph  Clay,  reported  the 
same  withoot  amendment. 

The  Senate  then  went  into  the  consideration  of 
Eieeative  business. 

After  which  it  adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES, 
TiraiisDAT,  January  31, 1839. 

As  soon  as  the  journal  was  read, 

Mr.  HATNES  asked  leave  to  move  that  the 
House  go  into  committee  again  on  the  President^3 
Mesnge. 

Mr.  CAMBRBLENG  hoped  the  gentleman 
wou&d  suffer  the  bills  reported  yesterday  to  he  read 
a  third  time. 

Mr.  HA YNES  waived  his  motion  for  the  pre- 

COK.  

Mr.  fiVERETT,  on  leave,  reported,  from  the 
Gommiflce  on  Indian  AtTairs,  a  joint  resolution  di- 
leeUng  the  Secretary  of  War  to  transmit  to  Con- 
I  a  statement  of  the  awards  made  by  the  cum- 
under  the  Choctaw  treaty;  which  was 
I  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading  to-mor- 
row. 

Mr.  NAYLOR  asked  the  consent  of  the  House 
to  liibe  up  for  oonsideraiion  the  resolution  submitted 
\ff  ^uB  OB  Monday  last,  calling  upon  the  Secretary 
cC  tibeKavy  for  copies  of  the  charges  alleged  against 
OoHUBodore]  Elliott  for  certain  conduct,  preferred 
hf  Midwhipman  Barton.  [The  resolution  will  b 
finuid  in  Wednesday^  Globe.] 

Mr.  HA  YNES  said  he  must  object  to  any  inter- 

mpcion  of  the  business  properly  bet  ore  the  House. 

Mr.  NAYLX>R  sincerely  hoped  the  gentleman 

wooU  withdraw  his  objection,  for  it  was  an  act  of 

Jwiiiic  to  Commodore  Elliott  himself  that  this  in- 

^finnatioD  should  be  communicated  to  the  country. 

Mr.  HAYNBS  said  the  public  business  of  the 

-4aQ«iitry  was  certainly  second  to  no  private  inquiry, 

Jtod,  therefore,  he  must  persist  in  his  objection. 

-    Mr.  NAYLOR  thereupon  asked  a  suspension  of 

k|he  mles;  but  the  House  refused. 

Mr.  LINCOLN,  on  leave,  presented  a  commu- 
rHicfttioB  from  the  Postmaster  General  to  the  Com- 
jBittee  on  Public  Buildings  and  Grounds,  setting 
Ibnh  the  danger  to  which  the  books  and  papers  of 
Ite  Post  Office  Department  arp  exposed,  by  reason 
.  «C  the  oombostible  nature  of  the  buildings  now  oc^ 
Mpied  by  the  said  Department;  whidi  was  laid  on 
'^*l»  laUe,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

WAx,  DAVIB8  asked  the  House  to  take  up  the 
\  SQbn^tisd  by  him  oq  Monday,  proposing 


to  change  the  daily  hour  of  meeting  of  the  House 
to  10  o'clock,  a.  m.;  and,  it  being  objected  *io,  he 
moved  a  suspension  of  the  rules,  and  a.^ked  for  the 
yeas  and  nays. 

The  House  refused  both  requests. 

Mi.  KENNEDY  asked  leave  to  call  up  the  re- 
solution submitted  by  him  some  days  since,  calling 
upon  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  for  a  return  of 
such  marine  stores,  supplied  to  the  different  navy 
yards,  as  were  not  included  in  the  regular  contracts. 

Objection  being  made, 

Mr.  K.  moved  a  suspension  of  the  rules,  and  ^e 
yeas  and  nays  having  been  ordered  on  his  call  for 
them,  were  taken,  and  announced  as  follows:  yeas 
57,  nays  74. 

So  the  rules  were  not  suspended. 

Mr.  CHAMBERS  renewed  the  motion  to  sus- 
pend the  rules,  for  the  purpose  of  calling  up  Mr. 
Natlor^  resolution,  relating  to  the  affair  between 
Commodore  Elliott  and  Midshipman  Barton,  and 
the  yeas  and  nays  having  been  ordered  on  his  call, 
they  were  taken,  and  were — ^yeas  91,  nays  66. 

Not  being  two-thirds,  the  rules  were  not  sus- 
pended. 

Mr.  GRAVES  asked  leave  to  submit  the  follow- 
ing resolution: 

JUsohtd,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be 
directed  to  report  to  this  House  whether  Charles  J. 
Ingersoll,  late  district  attorney  of  Philadelphia, 
has  paid  all  or  any  portion  of  |76,491,  for  which 
he  was  reported  a  defaulter  by  the  said  Secretary  on 
the  17th  of  January,  1838;  and  also  to  famish  this 
House  with  all  the  accounts  and  demands  of 
said  Ingersoll  against  the  Government  during 
the  continuance,  or  since  the  expiration,  of  the  time 
he  was  in  office. 

Objection  being  made, 

Mr.  G.  moved  a  suspension  of  the  rules,  and  the 
yeas  and  nays  having  been  ordered  on  his  motion, 
they  were  taken,  and  were — yeas  97,  nays  73. 

So  the  rules  were  not  suspended,  not  being  two- 
thirds. 

Mr.  MERCER  made  an  Ineffectual 'attempt  to 
induce  the  House  to  suspend  the  rules  to  enable 
him  to  offer  a  resolution  calling  upon  the  Secretary 
of  War  for  a  return  of  the  sums  expended  by  the 
General  Government  in  works  of  internal  improve- 
ment. 

Mr.  RARIDBN  presented  certain  joint  resolu- 
tions of  the  Legislature  of  Indiana,  which  were  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Roads  and  Canals  as 
the  appropriate  committee. 

Mr.  R.  then  asked  leave  to  more  the  considera- 
tion of  the  resolution  submiiud  by  him  on  Monday 
las',  calling  upon  the  Secretary  of  War  for  a  return 
of  all  disbursements  by  Indian  agents,  officers  of 
the  army,  &c.    [See  the  proceedings  of  Monday.] 

Objection  being  made,  Mr.  R.  moved  a  suspen- 
sion of  the  rules,  and  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays; 
which,  being  ordered,  were— yeas  73,  nays  80. 

So  the  rules  were  not  suspended. 

The  SPEAKER  laid  before  the  House  a  com- 
munication from  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea:iury,  in 
answer  to  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  the  30th 
instant,  giving  a  statement  of  the  dates  and  amounts 
of  official  bonds  of  the  collectors  and  naval  officers 
at  the  ports  of  Philadelphia,  New  York,  and  Bos- 
ton, with  the  names  of  the  securities  of  the  said 
collectors,  etc.;  which  was  laid  on  the  table,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

Also,  a  communicadon  from  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  in  compliance  with  an  act  of  Congress, 
enclosing  a  statement  of  the  contracts  authorized 
by  that  Department  during  the  year  1838;  and  a 
statement  of  contracts  relating  to  light-houses, 
floating  lights,  beacons,  buoys,  stockages,  etc.:  laid 
on  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  following  bills  were  read  a  third  time  and 
passed. 

A  bill  making  appropriations  for  the  payment  of 
revolutionary  and  other  pensioners  of  the  United 
States  for  the  year  1839. 
A  bill  to  provide  for  the  location  and  temparap 


ry  support  of  the  Seminole  Indians  removed  from 
Florida. 

A  bill  making  appropriations  for  the  current 
and  contingent  expenses  of  the  Indian  Department, 
and  for  fal filling  treaty  stipulations  with  the  vari- 
ous Indian  tribes  for  the  year  1839. 

A  bill  making  appropriations  for  the  naval  ser^ 
vice  for  the  year  1839. 

The  bill  to  provide  for  the  protection  cf  the 
Northern  frontier,  was,  at  the  suggestion  of  Mr. 
McKAY,  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  mov^d  that  the  House  go 
into  commiiiee  on  the  remaining  appropriation  bills, 
but,  on  dividing  the  House,  the  vote  was — ayes 
57,  noffi.  45,  no  quorum. 

Mr.  C.  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays,  which,  be- 
ing ordered,  were— yeas  91,  nay?  45,  as  follows: 

YEiVS— Messrs.  Adams,  Heman  Allen,  Banks, 
Beirne,  Biddle,  Birdsall,  Bond,  Bronson,  Wm.  B. 
Calhoun,  Cambreleng,  J.  Campbell,  Casey,  Chap* 
man,  Clowoey,  Coles,  Connor,  Cushman,  Darling- 
tosi,  Donn,  Edwards,  Evans,  Everett,  Farrington» 
Richard  Fletcher,  Fry,  Gallup,  Grantland,  Grant, 
Halsted,  Hamer,  Harrison,  Hawkins,  Henry, 
Holsey,  Holt,  Robert  M.  T.  Hunter,  Ingham, 
Thomas  B.  Jackson,  Jabez  Jackson,  Jenifer, 
William  Cost  Johnson,  Nathaniel  Jones,  Kemble, 
Klingensmith,  Legare,  Lewis,  Lincoln,  Loomis, 
Samson  Mason,  Martin,  McKay,  Robert  McClel- 
lan,  Mercer,  Montgomery,  Samuel  W.  Morris, 
Murray,  Noyes,Palmer,  Parker,  Parmenter.  Payn- 
ter,  Pearce,  Peck,  Poller,  Pratt,  J.  H.  Prentiss, 
Randolph,  Reed,  Rencher,  Richardson,  Ridgway, 
Rives,  John  Robertson,  Russell,  Saltonstall,  Saw- 
yer, Augustine  H.  Shepperd,  Charles  Shepard, 
Sibley,  Snyder,  Stuart,  Stratton,  Taliaferro,Toucey, 
Turney,  Vail,  Vanderveer,  Webster,  Whittlesey, 
Lewis  Williams,  Wonhington,  and  Yell— 91. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Alexander,  Aycrigg,  Bell, 
John  Calhoon,  William  B.  Campbell,  Carter, 
Chambers,  Cheatham,  Childs,  Crabb,  Cranston, 
Crockett,  Davies,  Ewing,  Goode,  William  Graham, 
Graves,  Harper,  Hawes,  Herod,  Lyon,  Mai  lory, 
Maury,  Maxwell,  Menefee,  Mitchell,  Calvary 
Morris,  Naylor,  Ogle,  Potts,  Putnam,  Rariden, 
Shields,  Slade,  Stanly,  Stone,  Thompson.  Tilling- 
hast,  Toland,  Underwood,  Albert  S.  White,  John 
White,  Sherrod  Williams,  Christopher  H.  Wil- 
liaips,  and  Word — 45. 

The  Hou.se  accordingly  went  into  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  Mr.  Banks 
of  Virginia,  in  the  Chair,  and,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
CAMBRELENG,  resumed  the  consideration  of 
the  annual  army  bill. 

The  question  pending  was  the  amendment  of 
Mr.  Mason  of  Virginia,  to  increase  the  proposed 
appropriation  for  the  national  armories  from 
|300,000  to  |360,000,  (the  amount  in  former 
years.) 

Mr.  W.  C.  JOHNSON  supported  the  amend- 
ment, and  said  he  should  consider  the  proposed  re- 
duction as  a  virtual  abandonment  of  the  system. 
He  went  on  to  show  the  large  amounts  of  arms 
which  had  been  manufactured  in  England  and 
France  within  a  short  period  of  time;  referred  to 
the  embarrassed  condition  of  the  United  States  dur- 
ing the  war  for  the  want  of  a  proper  supply  of 
arms;  and  contended  that  it  was  not  much  better 
off  at  the  present  time;  that  there  was  much  diffi- 
culty in  the  Stale  which  he  in  part  represented  to 
supply  its  volunteer  companies,  and  had  no  doubt 
such  was  the  case  in  other  States.  He  thought  if 
a  reduction  in  the  expenditure^  was  necessary,  it 
should  begin  with  those  who  were  the  best 
able  to  bear  it — the  superintendents,  paymas- 
ters, and  other  officers  of  the  Government,  and  not  by 
cutting  off  the  means  which  keep  in  employment 
the  poor  mechanics.  He  appealed  to  the  chairman 
of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  to  consent 
to  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia, 
[Mr.  Mason.] 

Mr.  MURRAY  warned  the  friends  of  the  Admi- 
nistration against  the  renewal  of  the  cry  of  extrar 
vagaBoe  which  the  ODponiioBhaveohaiiedasaiiiit 
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it.  Lei  th€m  bewtie  that  tliey  do  not  furnish  the 
Opposition  with  weapons  to  earry  on  their  war  to 
overthrow  it.  He  was  not  opp<»ed  to  jndicioos  ap- 
propriations, and  trusted  that  his  party  woald  not 
te;  bat  thoaght  that  the  amount  proposed  by  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  was  amply  suffi- 
cient to  carry  on  this  branch  of  the  public  service, 
if  due  regard  be  had  to  economy.  Mr.  M.  then 
went  into  a  r^iew  of  the  more  prominent  mea- 
sures of  General  Jackson*s  administration,  and 
dwelt  at  some  length  on  the  Indian  policy,  reply- 
ing to  the  remarks  of  Mr.  Everett,  some  days  ago, 
on  the  mode  of  executing  the  Cherokee  treaty,  and 
giving  a  history  of  the  Seminole  question ,  exonerating 
the  Administration  from  all  censure  in  that  matter, 
but  demonstrating  that  the  whole  had  grown  out  of 
Uie  perfidy  and  :>anguinary  spirit  of  those  India n&>. 
Nor  were  our  reverses  in  Florida  to  be  laid  to  the 
charge  of  the  Administration,  for  the  most  skilful 
generals,  and  troops  equal  to  any  living  were  sent 
there;  but  they  had  an  unhealthy  and  deadly  cli- 
mate to  contend  with,  boundless  and  trackless  fo- 
rests and  swamps  to  wade  through)  were  o<len 
without  food  and  clothing;  and  yet,  after  endur- 
ing all  these  hardships  and  privations,  they  had 
met  with  little  in  return  but  abuse,  while  the  Indian 
and  his  straggles  had  been  lauded  to  the  skies, 
and  all  were  brought  forward  as  so  many  argu- 
ments against  the  Administration.  Mr.  M.  then 
went  into  an  examination  of  the  pension  system, 
the  expenditures  of  the  Gk>vemment,  Ac.  and  dwelt 
on  these  and  various  other  topics  at  considerable 
length;  a  full  report  of  which  will  be  given  here- 
after. 

Mr.  M.  having  concluded. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CALHOON  of  Kentucky,  the 
committee  rose  and  reported  progress. 

The  SPEAKER  laid  before  the  House  the  fol- 
lowing message  from  the  President  of  the  United 
Btaes: 

To  th$  Semii  mtd  Hmu  of  ReprtanUiliiois  of  the 
UnUid  atoin: 

I  herewith  transmit  a  report  from  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  upon  the  subject  of  comminions 
claimed  by  agents  or  officers  employed  by  the  Ge- 
neral Government.  The  propriety  of  new  legisla- 
tion, regulating  the  whole  matter  by  expren  laws, 
seems  very  apparent,  and  is  urgently  recommended 
to  the  eariy  attention  of  Congress. 

M.  VAN  BUREN. 
Wasbinoton,  January  90,  1839. 

Also,  a  oommunteation  from  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy,  enclosing  estimates  of  the  appropriations  for 
the  naval  service  for  the  year  1839:  laid  on  the 
table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

On  motion  the  Honae  adjourned. 


IN  SENATE, 
FaiDAv,  February  1, 1839. 

The  PRESIDENT  communicated  a  report  from 
the  Treasury  Department,  prepared  in  obedience 
to  the  acts  for  establishing  the  Treasury,  War, 
and  Navy  Departments,  on  the  subject  of  the  con- 
tracts authorized  by  the  Treasury  Department,  with 
the  expenditures  under  them,  during  the  year  1838; 
which  was  laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

The  PRESIDENT  also  communicated  a  similar 
report  from  the  Navy  Department;  which  was  dis- 
pored  of  in  like  manner. 

A  message  was  recei*-ed  from  the  Prestdrnt  of 
the  United  Stales,  transmitting  a  report  from  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  on  the  subject «  f  com- 
missions claimed  by  officers  and  agents  of  ilie  Go- 
vernment, and  recommending  the  propriety  of  ad- 
ditional legislation,  to  regulate  the  whole  matter  by 
express  laws:  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  presented  the  petition  of  the  offi- 
cers of  the  United  States  revenue  cutter  Rush,  pray- 
ing that  officers  of  the  revenue  service  may  be 
placed  on  the  same  footing  as  to  pensions  as  the 
officers  of  the  navy:  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Naval  Affairs. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  LINN,  the  Committee  on 
Private  Land  Claims  was  discharged  from  the  fur- 
ther consideration  of  the  petition  of  Jos.  J«  Bewie. 

Mr.  LINN,  fiom  the  nme  committee,  repotted 


the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Daniel  Man^aek,  without 
amendment. 

Mr.  LINN  gave  notice  that  he  would  to*monow 
ask  leave  to  introdnoe  a  bill  for  the  retief  of  Miguel 
Eslava. 

Mr.  WALL,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Judi- 
ciary, to  which  the  petition  of  Ezra  Thurber  had 
been  referred,  reported  a  bill  for  his  relief;  which 
was  read,  and  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  MOUTON,  from  the  Committee  on  Claims, 
reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  Ma- 
dame du  Lnsser;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  a 
second  reading. 

Mr.  FULTON,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  reported  two  bills,  without  amendment, 
that  had  been  referred  to  that  committee. 

Mr.  CLAY  of  Alabama,  from  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands,  to  which  was  referred  the  letter 
from  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office, 
on  the  subject  of  surveying  the  public  lands  in  Illi- 
nois, moved  that  the  committee  be  discharged 
therefrom,  and  that  it  be  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Fioance;  which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  C.  from  the  same  committee,  to  which  had 
been  referred  the  bills  from  the  House  for  the  relief 
of  Jonathan  Boone  and  Robert  Murray,  reported 
the  same  without  amendment. 

Mr.  LINN  presented  the  memorial  of  sundry 
citizens  of  St.  Louis,  asking  for  an  appropriation 
for  the  support  of  their  harbor;  which  was  laid  on 
the  table. 

The  resolution  reported  by  the  joint  Library 
Committee,  relative  to  the  printing  <^  the  Madison 
papers,  was  considered,  and  adopted. 

The  resolutions  submitted  yesterday  by  Mr. 
CaiTTCNOEN  was  taken  up;  and  after  some  remarks 
from  Messrs.  fBENTON,  CRTTTENDEN, 
KNIGHT,  and  SMITH  of  Indiana,  was  amend- 
ed and  adopted. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  offered  the  following  resolu- 
tion, which  was  considered  and  agreed  to: 

Ruohtd,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  communicate  to  the  Senate  whether 
the  Gh>vemment  of  Great  Britain  has  made  com- 
pensation in  the  cases  of  the  brigs  Enterprise,  En- 
comium, and  Comet,  the  first  of  which  was 
forced  by  stress  of  weather  into  Port  Ham- 
ilton, Bermuda  Island,  and  the  other  two 
wredred  on  the  keys  of  the  Bahamas,  and 
the  slaves  on  board  forcibly  seized  and  detain- 
ed by  the  loeAl  authorities;  and  if  no  compensation 
has  been  made,  the  reasons  why  it  has  not  been 
made,  with  a  copy  of  the  correspondence  between 
the  two  Governments,  which  has  taken  place  since 
the  answer  to  a  former  call  on  the  same  subject  by 
the  Senate. 

Several  bills  from  the  House  were  read  twice, 
and  referred  to  appropriate  committees. 

The  amendments  of  the  House  to  the  bill  to  re 
new  the  patent  of  lliomas  Blanchard,  were  con 
sidered  and  agreed  to. 
On  motion  by  Mr.  SEVIER, 
The  following  bills  were  severally  taken  up  and 
considered  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and, 
after  brief  explanations  from  Mr.  S.  were  ordered 
to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

The  bill  supplementary  to  the  acts  *Ho  provide 
for  the  organization  of  the  DeparUnent  of  Indian 
Affairs,'^  and  "to  regulate  the  trade  and  intercourse 
with  Indian  tribes.*' 

The  bill  to  authorize  the  appointment  of  three  ad- 
ditional clerks  in  the  Indian  Bureau. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  HUBHARD,  the  bill  for  the 
reliefof  John  J.  Bulow  was  taken  up,  and  after 
some  remarks  from  Messrs.  HUBBARD,  NOR- 
VELL,  CLAY  of  Alabama,  and  STRANGE,  was 
postponed  to  Monday  next. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  WILLIAMS  of  Mississippi, 
the  bill  to  reorganize  the  district  courts  of  the  State 
of  MisM  sippi  was  taken  up,  and  after  being 
amended,  on  motion  of  Mr.  W.  was  ordered  to  be 
engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  KNIGHT,  the  Senate  took  up 
the  bill  to  allow  a  drawback  on  foreign  hemp, 
when  manufactured  into  cordage  and  exported. 

Mr.  BENTON  opposed  the  bill  on  the  ground 
that  the  drawback  system  ought  not  to  be  extended 
on  articles  that  had  changed  their  form  by  being 
manofactpred,  and  because  the  system  was  prodqo- 


tive  of  the  greatest  abvses.  He  objected,  she,  le 
the  bill  on  the  ground  Aat  hemp  was  txitiuively 
manufactured  in  the  coimtry,  and  carried  fron  thi 
West  to  the  North  and  East,  and  that  the  bill 
would,  therefore,  interfere  with  our  own  s.apie. 

Mr.  KNIGHT  made  some  remarks  in  favor  of 
the  bill;  and 

After  some  further  observations  fromMeasn. 
BENTON,  HUBBARD,  CLAY  of  Kentnckv. 
CALHOUN,  and  WRIGHT,  the  bUl  was  (»w 
dered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

After  a  shoit  Executive  session,  i 

On  motion  by  Mr.  NILES,  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Jabez  S.  White  and  Asa  White  was  uikeit  ipj 
and  after  some  remarks  from  Messrs.  NILES  ani 
SMITH  of  Indiana,  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed for  a  third  reading. 

Mr.  YOUNG  moved  to  take  up  the  bill  to  grant 
the  State  of  Indiana  a  certain  quantity  of  land,  to 
aid  in  the  construction  of  certain  railroads,  for  the 
purpose  of  making  it  the  special  order  for  Wed- 
nesday next;  which  was  agreed  to. 

The  CHAIR  presented  a  communication  fram 
the  Treasury  Department,  in  compliance  with  the 
resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  30lh  instant,  shor- 
ing what  w  ould  have  been  the  deficiency  in  the 
Treasury,  if  the  bill  to  distribute  the  proceeos  of 
the  sales  of  the  public  lands,  which  was  vetoed  bj 
President  Jackson,  had  become  a  law:  laid  on  the 
table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  owners  of  the  ship 
Allegheny  and  cargo,  was  taken  up;  aad  after 
some  remarks  from  Messrs.  HUBBARD,  KINGl, 
CLAY  of  Alabama,  and  BAYARD^ 

On  motion  by  Mr.  HUBBARD,  the  further  com* 
deration  of  the  bill  was  postponed  to  Monday  next. 

The  Senate  then  adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES, 
Friday,  Feb.  1,  1839. 

As  soon  as  the  journal  was  read, 

Mr.  CHAMBERS  moved  that  the  House  take  op 
the  following  resolution  submitted  by  Mr.  Natloi 
on  Monday  last: 

lUaohed,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  N  vy  he  di* 
'rectedto  furnish  this  House  with  copies  of  the 
charges  of  mhnmaa,  unofficerhke,  ungentteiBanlj, 
and  infamous  conduct,  preferred  by  Cbarks  E. 
Barton,  a  passed  midshipman  of  the  United  SUtf 
Navy,  against  Captain  Jesse  D.  EUiou,  whihtia 
oomnAad  of  the  Mediterranean  squadron,  togeihir 
with  aUemnmuwieaiiont  in  relation  to  said  eondiet 
of  said  Captain  Elliott,  and  to  said  chargeii  oa 
file  in  the  Navy  Department,  and  to  commaoieale 
the  reasons,  if  any,  why  the  said  Elliott  has  bu 
been  ordered  to  be  tried  upon  said  charges. 

Mr.  C.  said  this  was  an  important  matter,  vital* 
ly  affecting  the  character  of  the  navy  and  the  la^ 
tion,  as  well  as  the  present  Administratioa,  aad  la 
was  not  willing  that  such  conduct  as  was  here  al- 
leged should  pass  unnoticed,  and  he  wanted  to 
know  why  it  was  thus  shiekled. 

Mr.  INQHAM  was  one  of  those  who  objecM 
to  the  resolution  yesterday,  bnt  be  did  so  mcieiy  ca 
the  ground  of  the  language  made  use  of  in  iu  11  tls 
mover  would  strike  out  the  expressions  *'iabaB0, 
infamous,"  Ac  Mr.  h  woald  withdraw  his  eh* 
jectien. 

After  some  further  conversation  between  m 
above  gentlemen  and  Messrs.  MALLORT, 
ADAMS,  and  NAYLOR,  the  resolution  waata* 

Mr.  NAYLOR,  at  the  sogKestion  of  Mr.  I» 
HAM,  struck  out  all  the  epithets  between  the  wevii 
•*charges"  and  "preferrtJ,"  explaining  that  *« 
language  was  not  his,  but  the  words  of  the  origiisl 
charge* 

Mr.  PETRIEIN  asked  leave  to  snbmit  a  joiiij 
resolution  authorizing  the  further  distribntkia' « 
the  Docunaentaiy  History  of  th?  Reyototion. 

Objection  being  made,  Mr.  1^.  inured  a  **#«• 
sion  of  the  rulei;  upon  which  moiion 

Mr.  CONNOR  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays)  hi 
they  were  refused,  and  the  rules  were  m^eadsd* 
104  to  99. 

The  resolution  having  been  read  twice, 

Mr.  PETRIKIN  moved  its  engrooBment       ■] 

Mr.  CAMBRELENQ  moved  to  strike  fam} 
aU  that  ielaia4  to  the  disposiiioa  #f  fwihiMiil 
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The  first  rolome  was  |>aid  for,  and  so 
ftr  as  the  distribntioa  of  ihat  Tdame  went,  he  had 
BO  objeetioo;  bOt  ihere  he  woald  stop. 

Mr.  ADAMS  remarked  tbat.lhat^oald  be  eqol- 
nlent  to  a  repeal  of  the  law. 

Mr.  CAMBRELEN6  replied  that  that  was  his 
object,  and  this  was  the  only  mode  gi  r*  achio^  it. 
Be  woald  not  do  iojasiiee  to  Clarke  and  Force, 
tat  pay  ihem  for  their  contract,  or  have  the  work 
eoatmoed  under  the  direction  of  persons  to  be  a p- 
poimid  by  Goncress,  and  not  permit  the  publishers 
to  niect  ihe'docaments  to^be  reprinted,  and  to  be  (he 
sole  judges  of  the  extent  to  which  iishoald  §0.  The 
danse  be  proposed  to  strike  out  involved  an  appro- 
jnatkm  of  upwards  of  half  a  million  of  dollars. 

Mr.  BIDDLE  said  he  was  not  prepared  to  pledge 
tte  fiuih  of  the  House  to  the  performance  of  this 
work  wilhcNit  a  little  further  consideration,  and 
therefore  he  moved  to  lay  the  resolution  on  the 
HMe;  bot  withdrtw  the  motion,  at  the  request  of 

Mr.  THOB4A8,  who  moved  to  refer  the  subject 
to  a  seleet  committee. 

This  flsotion  was  debated  for  some  time  between 
Messrs.  TH01iAS,P£TIUKIN,  and  POPE,  (the 
liMorwbom  supported  Mr.  CAMBRELENOnS 
action;)  when 

Mr.  SHERROD  WILLIAMS  moved  the  fol- 
lowing: iastractions. 

'^ith  inatmctions  to  inquire  into  the  power  of  Con  • 
pern  to  repeal  the  law  under  which  the  work  is  autho- 
li»d  and  eontraeted  to  be  published;  and  if,  in  the 
flfiaion  of  the  committee,  Congress  has  (he  power 
ttr^aal  the  law,  to  report  a  bill  for  ihat  purpo^, 
tat  making  a  fair  compensation  to  the  undertakers 
flf  the  work  for  their  loss  in  the  Government  not 
complying  with  its  engagements  and  contract;  and 
if  Congress  has  not  the  power  to  repeal  the  law,  to 
imet  that  the  work  shall  be  otherwise  disposed  of, 
JHtead  of  giving  the  same  to  members  of  Con- 

SMB.*' 

Mr.  I/)OMIS  moved  to  strike  therefrom  the 
wm^  **itt8tead  of  giTing  the  same  to  memben  of 
CflBgreaa^" 

Mr.  PBTRIKIN  saki  he  had  no  idea  of  oceapy- 
iag  the  whole  day  with  this  resolution,  and  there- 
Ute  he  demanded  the  previous  question;  which 
vas  seconded,  93  to  54. 

And  on  the  question,  "Shall  the  main  question 
fee  now  pat?** 

Mr. CAMBRELENG  demanded  the  yeas  anl 
aaya,  which,  being  ordered,  were— yeas  76,  nays 
96»a8lbUows: 

TBAS— Messrs.  Adams,  Alexander,  Heman 
Allen,  John  W.  Aileo,  Anderson,  Andrews, 
Aycrigg,  Beers,  Bicknell,  Borden,  Brodhead,  Bron- 
am,  John  Calhoon,  Chambers,  Clark,  Corwin, 
Cranston,  Darlington,  Davee,  Da  vies,  Evans,  Rice 
Qariand,  Oiddings,  William  Graham,  Grantland, 
Giant,  Gray,  Grennell,  Hall,  Halstead,  Hawes, 
Jabes  Jackson,  Jeoifer,  Henry  Johosoa,  William 
Cost  Jjhnson,  Kennedy,  Klingensmiih,  L(^an, 
Marvin,  Samson  Mason,  Martin,  May,  Maxwell, 
Kobert  McCIellan,  Mercer,  Mitchell,  Morgan, 
fiaatoel  W.  Morris,  Calvary  Morris,  Murray, 
NoycB,  Payhter,  Peck,  Petri  kin,  Pratt,  John  H. 
Fivntiss,  Sergeant  S.  Prentiss,  Patoam,  Rariden, 
Beed,  Ridgway,  Edward  Robin^son,  Russell,  Sal- 
tOBstall,  Charles  Shepard,  Sbeplor,  Snyder,  South- 
fate,  Stuart,  Stone,  Tillinghast,  Toland,  Vail, 
Albert  S.  White,  John  White,  and  Word— 76. 

HATS— Messrs.  Athert^n,  Banks,  Bell,  Biddle, 
Birdsall,  Bond,  William  B.  Calhoun,  Cambre- 
Inag;  William  B.  Campbell,  John  Campbell,  Car- 
;  Casey,  Chapman,  Cheatham,  Childs,  Cle ve- 
ld,. Clowney,  Coles,  Conner,  Crabb,  Craig, 
Gmckett,  Coshman,  Deberry,  Dunn,  Edwards, 
Kvixig,  Farrington,  Fry,  James  Garland,  Goode, 
Jftflaes  Graham,  Graves,  Griffin,  Hammond,  Har- 
nacM,  Harper,  Haynes,  Henry,  Herod,  Howard, 
'William  H.  Hunter,  Thomas  B.  Jackson,  Joseph 
Jahnaon,  Nathaniel  Jones,  Keim,  Kemble,  Lead- 
better,  Lewis,  Linoriln,  Lyon,  James  M.  Mason, 
Manry,  McKay,  Abraham  McClelian,  McKen- 
Bga,  Menefee,  Miller,  Montgomery,  Moore,  Nay- 
lor,  Koble,  Parmenter,  Parris,  Phelps,  Pickens, 
Potts,  Randolph,  Reily,  Richardson,  Rive?,  John 
^ibenson,  SbefTer^Augnstine  H.  Shepperd,  Shields, 
Sunly,  Swearingen,  Taliaferro,  Taylor, 
TlKHD^aoa,  Titos,  Toacey^  Tovnp,  Tur- 


ney,  Vanderreer,  Webster,  Weeks,  Thomas  T. 
Whittlesey,  Lewis  Williams,  Sherrod  Williams, 
Jartd  W.  Williams,  Christopher  H.  Williams, 
Worthington,  Yell,  and  Yorke— 98. 

So  the  House  determined  that  the  main  question 
be  not  now  put;  the  subject  was  thereby  removed 
from  before  ihe  House  for  this  day. 

The  CHAIR  then  announced  the  private  orders, 
and  the  House  went  into  Committee  thereon, 
Mr.  Lincoln  in  the  chair,  and  proceeded  with  the 
private  calendar  for  some  time,  when  they  rose  and 
reported  the  following,  without  amendment,  all  of 
which  were  severally  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading  to-morrow. 

A  bill  to  provide  for  the  settlement  of  the  claim 
of  Waller  Jones. 

A  bill  to  provide  for  paying  three  companies  of 
mUitia  in  the  State  of  Indiana,  called  into  the  ser- 
vice of  the  United  States. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Brown  and  Co. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Garret  Vleit. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  E.  H.  Williams,  adminis- 
trator of  Hazel  W.  Crouch. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Richard  Hendley. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Samuel  Massey  and  Tho- 
mas James. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  A.J.  Picket  and  George 
W.  Gayle. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  James  Cox. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Irad  Kelly  and  Datus 
Kelly. 

•  A  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Jones  and  Charles 
Souder,  and  Robinson,  Carr  and  Company. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Dunscomb  Bradford. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  representatives  of 
James  H.  Cheears. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Robert  M.  Roberts. 

A  bill  to  authorize  the  exchange  of  school  lands 
in  Oxford  township,  in  Ohio. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Isaac  Lilley. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  George  Hommell. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Wm.  Traverse. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Andrew  Rembert. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Maha  Hornbeck. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Thompson  Hutchinson. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Isaac  Conly. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  owners,  effioera,  and 
crew  of  the  armed  brig  Warrior,  or  their  represen- 
tai'ves. 

A  bill  for  rhe  relief  of  Richard  Booker. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Josiah  F.  Caldwell. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  ef  Jamison  and  Williamson. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Cornelius  Taylor. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  James  L.  Stokes,  and  for 
other  purposes. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  representatives  of  John 
Tilden. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  repfesentatives  of  Jesse 
Sejnnour.     - 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Charles  Rockwell. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  widow  of  Thomas 
Kibby. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  G.  Mozart. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  representatives  of 
Ann  Levacher  de  Van  Brun. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Sarah  Windham. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  George  Cassady. 

A  bill  fur  rhe  benefit  of  the  representatives  of 
Colonel  Daniel  Boone. 

Resolution  for  the  relief  of  Edward  Beatty. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  Hernandez. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Woodburn  Potter. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  S.  McCarty. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  James  Tongue,  and  the 
administrator  of  Wm.  Hodson  and  So'ivener. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  assignees  of  Jacob 
Clements,  deceased,  (Potts  and  Clements.) 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Jacob  Galencia. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  Peyton  Ran- 
dolph, decea-'^^d. 

A  bill  for  the  benefit  of  the  Choctaw  Indians. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Susan  Gratiot,  administra- 
tor of  Charles  H.  Gratiot. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Griffith  Coombe  and  John 
P.  Ingle. 

The  committee  also  reported  the  following  bills, 
with  amendments;  which  were  severally  concurred 
in,  and  the  bills  ordersd  lo  be  eogroased,  viz: 


A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Roger  Jones,  adjutant 
general  of  the  army  of  the  United  Stales. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  James  Maxwell. 

The  House  again  went  into  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  Mr.  McKay  m  the  chair;  and,  after  con-  , 
sidering  the  following  bills  and  joint  resolution,  re-  ' 
ported  the  same  to  the  House,  without  amendment, 
which  were  severally  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  vir. 

A  bill  to  authorize  the  exchange  of  shoal  lands 
in  Oxford  township,  in  Ohio. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Tarlton  Woodson. 

Joint  resolution  to  allow  a  per  centum  on  the  sala- 
ry of  the  clerk  and  messenger  of  the  Attorney 
General.        ' 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Solomon  PrewetL 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  England. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Jacob  Baugh. 

A  bill  for  tae  relief  of  Elizabeth  Jones. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Oliver  Peck. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Susannah  Rowe,  widow 
of  John  Rowe. 

A  bill  lor  the  relief  of  John  Davis. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Elizabeth  Durant. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  widow  of  Capt.  James 
Hunter. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Fielding  Pratt. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  representatives  of  Far- 
row and  Harris. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Samuel  Edgecomb. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Smith. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  ef  lehabod  Bearasley. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Sibel  Barnes. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Elizabeth  French. 

A  bill  granting  a  pension  to  William  Ford. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Samuel  Haiton. 

A  bill  restoring  the  name  of  John  Lathram. 

A  bill  f^ranting  a  pension  to  Catharine  Allen. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Elijah  Blodget. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  Collins. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Samuel  M.  Asbury. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  James  Fleming. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Robert  WhitteL 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Myron  Chapin. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Jared  Winslow. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Nathaniel  Davis. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Isaac  Jostis. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Isaiah  Parker. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Levi  M.  Roberts. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Isaac  Boyil. 

A  hi"  for  the  relief  of  Gideon  Sheldon. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  William  Smith. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  William  Fitzgerald, 
bill  for  the  relief  of  Eunice  Saunders. 

A  bill  for  the  r«-lief  of  Charles  Fitzgerald. 

A  bill  granting  a  pension  to  Martha  Strong. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  William  East. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Elisha  Town. 

An  act  lor  the  relief  of  Erastus  Fairbanks  and 
Thaddeus  Fairbanks. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Patrick  Green. 

A  bill  granting  a  pension  to  John  F.  Wiley. 

An  act  to  remit  or  refund  lo  the  Philadelphia, 
Wilmington  and  Baltimore  Railroad  Company  the 
duties  upon  certain  railroad  iron. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Frederick  Richmond. 

A  bill  granting  a  pension  to  Leonard  Smith. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Samuel  B.  Huge. 

An  act  to  remunerate  the  captorts  of  the  priva- 
teer Lydia. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  owners  of  the  British 
brig  Despatch. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Jcchonias  Pigot  and 
others. 

A  bill  f«r  the  relief  of  John  Lybrook. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Matthew  Wiley. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Frances  Jones. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Susanna  Hoa^land. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Wm.  A.  Cuddrback. 

A  bill  granting  a  pension  to  Hellen  Miller. 

A  bill  granting  a  pension  to  Wm.  Andrews. 

A  bill  granting  a  pension  to  Thurston  Cornell. 

A  bill  granting  a  pension  Stephen  Olney. 

A  bill  granting  a  pension  to  Harvey  Reynolds. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Doctor  Sylvester  Nash. 

A  bill  granting  a  pension  to  Stephen  Appleby. 

A  bill  for  the  lelief  of  David  Rollins. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Wm.  Sloan. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Clark. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Gilbert  Spragae  Fish. 


i«4 


COMl^RBSSlONAL  6L0BB. 


A  hiU  for  ihe  relief  of  Wright  Huriburi. 

The  eommittee  also  reported  to  the  House  the 
following  bills,  with  amendmeDts,  which  were  coa* 
cnrred  in,  and  the  bills  Mverally  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed, vizi 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Qrimball,  sen. 

A  act  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  John  Brahan. 

The  House  again  went  into  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  Mr.  Lton  in  the  chair;  and  after  consider- 
ing the  following  bills,  reported  the  same  withoat 
amendment,  which  were  severally  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed, viz: 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Eliphalet  Spafford. 

A  bill  granting  an  increase  of  pension  to  Ann 
Ross. 

A  bill  granting  arrears  of  pension  to  Josiah  West- 
lake.  ^ 

A  bill  fof  the  relief  of  Henry  Grady. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  representatives  of  John 
Addoms. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Phelan. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Rosaline  Pnidhomme. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Dennis  Tramell. 

A  bill  granting  a  pension  to  David  Mellen. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Benjamin  P.  Wesley. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Chauncey  Calhoun. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Wm.  B.  Lfvesay. 

A  bill  for  the  reUef  of  Philip  Catoer. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Isaac  Miller. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Peter  Simaei  Jaccard. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  James  Ma- 
glenen. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  John  Newton.  , 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Jean  B.  Valle. 

A  bill  granting  a  pension  to  Wm.  Harper. 

A  bill  granting  a  pension  to  Mary  Updegraff. 

A  bill  granting  a  pension  to  "Benjamine  Price. 

A  bill  gn^niing  a  pension  to  Conrad  Widrig. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Barton  Hooper. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Charles  Risley. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Keeler. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Sarah  Angle  and  other 
heirs  of  Benjamin  King. 

A  hill  for  the  relief  of  John  Howe. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  widow  of  John 

arch. 
MA  bill  for  the  relief  of  Dr.  J.  M.  Foltz. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  representative  of 

shna  Haddy,  (Martha  Piatt.) 
JoA  bill  for  the  relief  of  Bbenezer  A.  Lester. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  Jackson. 

A  bill  granting  a  pension  to  Elijah  Fooch^. 

A  bill  A>r  the  relief  ot  certain  officers  of  the  Flo- 
rida militia. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Samuel  Hoffman. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Robert  Milnor  and  John 
Thompson. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  executors  of  Robert 
McFarland. 

A  bill  granting  a  pension  to  Reuben  Murray. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Charles  Bennes. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Menzies  Giiespie. 

A  bill  granting  a  pension  to  Chauncey  Rice. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  James  B.  Rice. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  Recker  Samp- 
son. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  Sampter. 

The  SPEAKER  laid  before  the  House  a  com- 
munication from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
in  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  House  of 
Representatives  of  the  28th  January,  shewing  the 
amount  of  money  which  has  be^  expended  ia  the 
construction  of  the  custom-house  at  New  York, 
and  the  amount  which  will  be  necessary  to  com- 
plete the  same. 

Also,  a  communication  from  the  Secretary  of 
War,  in  answer  to  a  resolution  of  the  House  of 
Representatives  of  the  38th  ultimo,  enclosing  a  re- 
port of  the  Paymaster  General,  giving  information 
in  relation  to  the  troops  called  into  the  service  of 
the  United  States,  in  the  Cherokee  country,  aod  the 
amount  remaining  unpaid,  Ac.  for  said  service.  . 

Also,  a  communicaioin  from  the  Secretary  of 
War,  in  answer  to  a  resolution  of  the  House  of 
Representatives  of  the  14th  January,  enclosing  a 
report  of  the  Conlmiisioner  of  Indian  Affairs,  ae^ 
oompanying  otrtain  documents  giving  information 
in  ftlation  to  the  pijrmant  of  annnitiM  to  the  ■esi- 


ca  Indians  in  the  years  1837  and  '38,  and  the  ex- 
penditure of  certain  appropriationft. 

Which  several  communications  were  lai^  on  the 
table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  PETRIKIN, 

The  House  then  adjourned. 

IN  SENATE, 
SATuaDAT,  February  2,  1839. 

Mr.  FULTON  presented  the  petiton  of  sundry 
citizens  of  Arkansas,  praying  for  the  establishment 
of  a  mail  route:  referred  to  the  committee  on  the 
Post  Office  and  Post  Roads. 

Mr.  LINN  presented  the  petition  of  General  Au- 
gustus Jones,  asking  for  the  confirmation  to  the 
town  of  Potosi  of  certain  tracts  of  land,  and  pro- 
testing against  the  confirmation  of  the  same  to  John 
Perry,  who  claims  the  same;  which  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims. 

Mr.  BENTON  presented  a  memorial  signed  by 
a  number  of  cordwainers,  of  the  city  of  Washing- 
ton, remonstrating  against  the  use  which  has  been 
made  of  the  convicts  in  the  penitentiary,  which 
they  consider  highly  injurious  to  their  interests:  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia, and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  presented  a  memorial  signed 
by  sundry  ship  owners,  ship  masters,  merchants 
and  traders  interested  in  the  trade  of  the  city  of 
Philadelphia,  praying  for  an  appropriation  for  mak- 
ing an  artificial  harbor  at  the  mouih  of  the  Chesa- 
peake and  Delaware  Canal:  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Commerce,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS  of  Mississippi,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Revolutionary  Claims,  to  which  was  re- 
ferred the  bill  from  the  House  for  the  relief  of  ihe 
heirs  and  legal  representatives  of  Thomas  Glas- 
cock, deceased,  reported  the  same  without  amend- 
ment. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  MORRIS,  the  Committee  on 
Pensions  was  discharged  from  the  further  conside- 
ration of  the  petitions  of  the  widow  of  George 
Hood,  William  Lefever,  William  Tufts,  Abner 
Mitchell,  Benjamin  Morehouse  and  Simon  Crusy. 

Mr.  LINN,  on  leave,  and  in  pursuance  of  notice 
given,  introduced  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of 
Miguel  Eslava;  which  was  read  twice  and  referred. 

The  following  bills  were  severally  read  the  third 
time  and  passed: 

The  bill  to  allow  a  drawback  of  duties  on  fo- 
reign hemp  when  manufactured  into  cordage  and 
exported. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Jabez  L.  White  and  Asa 
White. 

The  bill  supplementary  to  the  acts  entitled  **  An 
act  to  provide  for  the  reorganization  of  the  Depart- 
ment of  Indian  Affairs,"  and  '*  an  act  to  regulate 
the  trade  and  intercourse  with  Indian  tribes." 

The  bill  to  authorize  the  appointment  of  three 
additional  clerks  in  the  office  of  Commissioner  of 
Indian  Affairs. 

The  bill  to  amend  the  act  to  re-oiganize  the  Dis- 
trict courts  of  the  United  States  for  the  district  of 
Mississippi. 

Mr.  LINN,  from  the  Committee  on  Private 
Land  Claims,  to  which  had  been  referred  the  bill 
for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  Miguel  Eslava,  re- 
ported the  same  without  amendment. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  BAYARD,  the  bill  to  prevent 
the  abatement  of  suits  in  which  the  Bank  ef  Co- 
lumbia is  a  party,  was  taken  up  and  considered  as 
in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  ordered  to  be 
engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  BENTON,  the  bill  for  the  re- 
lief of  the  securities  of  Elias  B.  Langham,  late 
surveyor  general  for  the  States  of  Missouri  and 
Illinois,  was  taken  up  and  considered  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
for  a  third  reading. 

The  following  bills  were  also  severally  taken  up 
and  considered  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and 
ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading: 

The  bill  to  authorize  the  issuing  of  a  patent  to 
the  heirs  and  legal  representatives  of  Francis 
Rivaud,  deceased. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  assignees  of  Louis 
Baron  de  Ferrier. 

The  bill  for  the  vlief  of  Sehaatian  Batdier  and 


the  heirs  and  legal  representatives  of  Barthotomev 
Butcher,  Michael  Butcher,  and  Peter  Bloom. 

The  bill  for  the  reUef  of  Obed  P.  Lacy. 

The  bill  to  oe&tinne  in  force  an  act  for  the  flaal 
adjustment  of  private  land  claims  in  Missouri,  ap- 
proved July  9,  1833,  and  the  act  supplemental 
thereto,  approved  March  2, 1833. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  Bogy. 

The  bill  confirming  certain  land  claims  in  Looi- 
siana. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Isabella  Hill,  widow, 
and  John  HiU,  Elizabeth  HiU,  and  Samael  HjII, 
children,  and  minor  heirs  at  law  of  Samael  HiU, 
deceased. 

The  bill  for  the  reUef  of  Charles  Morgan  of 
Louisiana. 

The  biU  to  authorize  J>hn  E.  Metenlf,  and 
others,  to  locate  certain  pre-emption  claims  to  land 
in  Indiana. 

The  bUI  supplementary  to  an  apt  entitled  **Aa 
act  to  amend  an  act  for  the  appointment  of  com* 
missioners  to  adjust  the  claims  to  resenratiens  of 
land  under  the  fourteenth  article  of  the  treaty  of 
1830  with  the  Choctaw  Indians." 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  tht  heirs  of  Madame 
de  Lusser,  and  their  legal  representatives. 

The  bill  to  confirm  the  title  to  a  certain  tract  of 
land  in  the  county  of  Mobile. 

The  bill  for  Uie  relief  of  Juan  Belgar. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  General  Matthew  Ar- 
buckle. 

The  bin  to  transfer  to  the  citizens  of  the  parish  of 
Concordia,  in  the  State  of  Louisiana,  the  interest  of 
the  United  States  to  a  certain  tract  of  land. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  Cochran. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representatives 
of  Eiihu  Hall  Bay. 

The  biU  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  heirs  and  re- 
presentatives of  Wm.  Conway. 

The  bill  for  the  reUef  oC  Pierre  Barthe. 

The  biU  for  the  relief  of  Daniel  Marsack. 

The  bUl  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  Madam  De 
Lusser. 

The  biU  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  Miguel 
Eslava. 

After  the  consideration  of  Ezecntive  business, 

The  Senate  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OP  REPRESENTATIVES, 
Saturdjlt,  February  2,  1839. 

The  SPEAKER  announced  the  business  in  or- 
der to  be,  the  motion  of  Mr.  Cjlmbrelbno  to  co^ 
rect  a  statement  of  the  Indian  Bureau  appended  lo 
his  report  on  the  state  of  the  finances. 

The  question  pending,  was  on  the  motion  of  Mr. 
BIDDLE  to  recommit  the  report  for  the  general 
purposes  of  correction  in  the  report  itself.  ' 

Mr.  PETRIKIN  obtained  the  flopr,and  remark- 
ed that  this  matter  could  as  well  be  debated  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  under  the  general  appropria- 
tion bill,  as  on  this  incidental  motion,  and  therefore 
he  demanded  the  previous  question;  but  withdrev 
it  at  the  request  of 

Mr.  BIDDLE,  who,  in  reply  lo  Mr.  Piwens's 
remarks  a  few  days  since,  disclaimed  for  himself, 
in  reference  to  what  Mr.  P.  had  said  about  the 
tariff  question,  any  knowledge  cf  the  existence  of 
any  compact  or  understanding,  or  concert,  to  bring 
about  a  renewal  of  the  protective  laws.  He  le- 
liictantly,  under  his  pledge,  renewed  the  raotioa 
for  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  PETRIKIN,  however,  again  withdrew  it  at 
the  request  of 

Mr.  RHETT,  who  replied  to  Mr.  Bjddlb%  re- 
marks the  other  day,  and  advocated  the  pri neiples 
of  the  report  at  considerable  length.  [Mr.  R*s 
remarks  will  be  given  in  full  as  soon  as  they  are 
prepared.]  He  renewed  the  motion  for  the  pre- 
vious question,  but  requested  th?  original  mover  to 
withdraw, 

Mr.  PETRIKIN  persisted,  but  the  Hoase  re- 
fused to  second  it. 

Mr.  BRIGGS  then  spoke  for  some  time  *ii  reply, 
and,  without  concluding,  gave  way  to  the  orders  of 
the  day. 

Mr.  BIDDLE  moved  that  the  discussion  be  con- 
tinued. 

Mr.  ADAM8  hoped  not,  for  if  it  was,  tbejr  would* 
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asnredly  not  paas  (he  bills  ordered  to  be  engroned 
jcsterday. 

llie  motion  was  lost  by  a  large  majority. 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY,  on  leaTe,  laid  on  the  ta- 
ble an  amendment  he  intended  to  propose  to  the 
army  bill;  which  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  SPEAKER  stated  that  he  had  received  a 
kcier  from  Charles  J.  Ingersoll,  with  a  request  that 
it  be  laid  before  the  Uonse;  and  the  Speaker  asked 
the  House  if  he  should  present  it  now;  bat  it  was 
objected  to. 

llie  following  bills  upon  the  8pbaxsr*s  table 
were  read  the  third  time,  and  passed: 

An  act  to  provide  for  the  settlement  of  the  claim 
0f  Walter  Jones. 

An  act  to  provide  for  paying  three  companies  of 
militia  in  the  State  of  Indiana,  called  into  the  ser- 
vice of  the  United  States. 

Ad  act  for  the  relief  of  John  Brown,  deceased. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Grarret  Yleit. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  E.  H.  Williams,  admi- 
aistntor  of  Hazel  W.  Croach. 

Aa  act  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representatives 
of  James  Maxwell  of  Pennsylvania. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Richard  Hendley. 

Ad  act  for  the  relief  of  Samncl  Massey  and 
Tbooias  James. 

As  act  for  the  relief  of  A.  J.  Picket  and  George 
W.  Gayle. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  James  Cox. 

Ad  act  for  the  relief  of  Irad  Kelly  and  Datos 
Kelly. 

Aq  act  for  the  relief  of  John  Jones  and  Charles 
Sooder,  and  Robinson,  Carr  and  Company. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representatives 
of  ihe  late  Dr.  Danscomb  Bradford. 

An  act  .for  the  relief  of  the  representatives  of 
James  H.  Cheears. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Robert  M.  Roberts,  or  his 
kgal  assignees. 

An  act  to  aatborize  the  exchange  of  school  lands 
in  Oxford  township,  in  Ohio. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Isaac  Lilly. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Gkorge  Hommell. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Wm.  Traverse. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Andrew  Rembert. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Maria  Hornbeck. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Thompson  Hutchinson. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Isaac  Conly. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  owners,  officers,  and 
ciew,  of  the  armed  brig  Warrior,  or  their  legal 
representatives. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Richard  Booker. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Josiah  F.  Caldwell. 

An  act  for  tne  relief  of  Jamison  and  Williamson. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Cornelius  Taylor. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  James  L.  Stokes,  and  for 
other  pnrposes. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  widow  or  legal  repre- 
iCBtalives  of  John  Tilden. 

Aa  act  for  the  relief  of  the  representative  of 
Jesse  Seymour  or  his  representatives. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Charles  Rockwell. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  Kibby. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  John  Q.  Mozart 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  representatives  of 
Ann  Levacfaer  de  Van  Bran. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Sarah  Windham,  widow 
of  a  soldier  of  the  Revolution. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  George  Cassady. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  Col.  Daniel 
Boone. 

A  resolotion  for  the  relief  of  Edward  Beatty. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Jcseph  Hernandez. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Weodbnm  Potter. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  John  L.  McCarty. 

Aa  act  for  the  relief  of  James  Tongue,  and  the 
administrator  of  Wm.  Hodsoo,  deceased. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  assignees  of  Jacob 
Clements,  deceased. 
An  act  for  the  relief  of  Jacob  Gtelencia. 

Aq  act  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  Peyton  Ran- 
dolph,  deceased. 
An  act  for  the  benefit  of  the  CboeUw  Indians. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Susan  Gratiot,  adminis- 
trator or  Charles  H.  Gratiot. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Roger  Jones,  Adjutant 
General  of  th«  Army  of  the  united  States,  was 
fcfa  taken  n^  and  aiWr  a  debata  apon  the  neiita 


of  the  same,  in  which  Messrs.  MERCER,  Mc- 
KAY,  and  BOULDIN  advocated  its  passage,  and 
Mr.  RUSSELL  opposed  it,  the  latter  gentleman 
moved  to  postpone  its  further  consideration  until 
Saturday  next. 

Mr.  HOWARD  moved  the  previous  question; 
which  was  seconded  by  the  House. 

The  question  being  uoon  the  passage  ef  the  bill, 

Mr.  CUSHMAN  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays; 
which  were  not  ordered. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  main  ques- 
tion, and  the  bill  was  passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McKAY,  the  title  of  the  bill 
was  so  amended  as  to  read  as  follows:  *'An  act  to 
amend  an  act  entitled  'An  act  regulating  the  pay 
and  emoluments  of  brevet  officers  of  the  army.* " 

The  House  then  took  up,  and  passed  the  follow- 
ing bills,  viz: 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  James  Maxwell. 

An  act  to  authorize  the  exchange  of  tchool  lands 
in  Oxford  township,  in  Ohio. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representatives 
of  Major  Tarlton  Woodson. 

Joint  resolution  to  allow  a  per  centum  on  the  sa- 
lary of  the  clerk  and  messenger  of  the  Attorney 
General. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Solomon  Prewett. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  John  England. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Jacob  Baugh. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Elizabeth  Jones  and 
others. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Oliver  Peck. 

An  act  granting  a  pension  to  Susannah  Rowe, 
widow  of  John  Rowe. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  John  Davis. 

An  act  for  the  reKef  of  Elizabeth  Duraat. 

An  aot  fox  the  relief  of  the  widow  of  Capt.  James 
Hunter. 

An  act  for  the  benefit  of  Fielding  Pratt. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  representatives  of  Far- 
low  and  Harris. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Samuel  Edgecomb. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  John  Smith. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Ichabod  Beardsley. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Sibel  Barnes. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Elizabeth  French. 

An  act  granting  a  pension  to  William  Ford,  of 
the  State  of  Virginia. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Samuel  Hatton,  of  the 
Stale  of  Vinerinta. 

An  act  restoring  the  name  of  John  Lathram  to 
the^pension  roll. 

An  act  granting  a  pension  to  Catharine  Allen, 
widow  of  Henry  Allen. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Elijah  BlodgeU 

An  act  for  the  benefit  of  Thomas  Collins. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Samuel  M.  Asbury. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  James  Fleming. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Robert  Whittet. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Myron  Chapin. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Jared  Winslow. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Nathaniel  Davis. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Isaac  Sastis. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Isaiah  Parker. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Levi  M.  Roberts. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Isaac  Boyd. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Gideon  Sheldon. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  William  Smith. 

An  act  for  the  relief  William  Fitzgerald. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Eunice  Saunders,  alias 
Peary. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Charles  Fitzgerald,  de- 
ceased. 

An  act  granting  a  pension  to  Martha  Strong. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Willian  East. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Elisha  Town. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Eraslus  Fail  banks  and 
Thaddeus  Fairbanks. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Patrick  Green. 

An  act  granting  a  pension  to  John  F.  Wiley. 

An  act  to  remit  or  refund  to  the  Philadelphia, 
Wilmington,  and  Baltimore  Railroad  Company  the 
duties  upon  certain  railroad  iron. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Frederick  Richmond. 

An  act  granting  a  pension  to  Leonard  Smith. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Samuel  B.  Hugo. 

An  act  to  remunerate  the  captors  of  the  privateer 
I^dia. 


An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  owners  of  the  British 
brig  Despatch. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Jechonias  Pigot  and  Ben- 
jamin Decraft. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  John  Lybrook. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Matthew  Wiley. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Frances  Jones,  widow  of 
John  Jones,  of  Virginia. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Susanna  Hoagland. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Wm.  A.  Cnddeback. 

An  act  granting  a  pension  to  Hellen  Miller,  of 
New  York. 

An  act  granting  a  pension  to  Wm.  Andrews,  of 
the  State  of  New  York. 

An  act  granting  a  pension  to  Thurston  Cornell. 

An  act  granting  a  pension  to  Stephen  Olney. 

An  act  granting  a  pension  to  Harvey  Reynolds. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Doctor  SylvesterNash. 

An  act  granting  a  pension  to  Stephen  Appleby.    « 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  David  Rollins. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Wm.  Sloan. 

An  act  granting  a  pension  to  John  Clark. 

An  act  granting  a  pension  to  Gilbert  Sprague 
Fish. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Wright  Hurlburt. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  John  Grimball,  sen. . 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Eliphalet  Spaflford. 

An  act  granting  an  increase  of  pension  to  Ann 
Ross,  widow  of  Lieut.  Andrew  Ross. 

An  act  granting  arrears  of  pension  to  Josiah 
Westlake. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Henry  Grady,  of  Macon 
county,  North  Carolina. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  rtpreientatives  of  John 
Addoms. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Nicholas  Phelan,  heir  at 
lawof  JohnPhelan. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Rosaline  Prndhomme.   . 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Dennis  Tramell. 

An  act  granting  a  pension  to  David  Mellen. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Benjamin  P.  Wesley. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Chauncey  Calhoun. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Wm.  B.  Livesay. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Philip  Catner. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Isaac  Miller. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Peter  Samuel  Jaccard. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  James  Magle- 
nen,  laie  of  the  city  of  Baltimore,  deceased. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  John  Newton. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Jean  B.  Valle. 

Au  act  granting  a  pension  to  William  Harper,  of 
South  Carolina. 

An  act  granting  a  pension  to  Mary  UpdegrafiT,  of 
Butler  county,  Pennsylvania. 

An  act  granting  a  pension  to  Benjamin  Price,  of 
New  Jersey. 

An  act  granting  a  pension  to  Conrad  Wldrig. 

Aa  act  for  the  relief  of  Barton  Hooper. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Charles  Risley. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  John  Keeler. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Sarah  Angle  and  other 
heirs  of  Benjamin  King. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  John  Howe. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of   the    widow    of    John 
March,  deceased. 

An  act  for  the  lelief  of  Dr.  J.  M.  Foltz. 

An  act  far  the  relief  of  the  legal  representatives 
of  Joshua  Huddy. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Ebenezer  A.  Lester. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  Jackson. 

An  act  granting  a  pension  to  Elijah  Foochee. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  certain  ofllcers  of   the 
Florida  militia. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Samuel  Hoflinan. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Robert  Milnor  and  John 
Thompson. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  executors  of  Robert 
McFarland. 

An  act  granting  a  pension  to  Reuben  Murray,  of 
the  State  of  Virginia. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Charles  Bennes. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Meozies  Gilespie. 

An  act  granting  a  pension  to  Chauncey  Rice. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  James  B.  Rice. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  Croeker 
Sampson. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  Sumpter. 
An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  andi^al  repr^ 
sentativea  of  Qto.  C.  Willard, 
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Mr.  S.  WILLIMS  moved  to  reconsider  the 
vote9  by  which  the  bills  entitled  an  act  for  the  re- 
lief of  Jamison  and  Williamson;  and  an  act  for 
the  relief  of  Cornelius  Taylor  were  passed,  and  to 
postpone  the  question  on  their  reconsideration  un- 
til Friday  next;  whioh  motion  the  House  agreed  to. 

The  House  then  Cook  up  for  consideration  the 
bill  for  the  relief  of  James  P.  Carlton,  which  had 
been  postponed  until  this  day;  and  after  a  debate  in 
which  Messrs.  RUSSELL  and  REED  opposed, 
and  Messrs.  THOMAS  and  PETRIKIN  advoca- 
ted ihe  passage  of  the  same, 

Mr.  REED  moved  to  recommit  it  to  the  commit- 
tee that  reported  it,  with  instructions  to  report  the 
facts  of  the  onse  to  the  House. 

A  furthrr  <ipbaic  ensued,  in  which  Messrs.  SIB- 
LEY, CFl  AMBERS,  and  ,  REED  spoke  in  favor 
of  the  motion  to  recommit,  and  Messrs.  CORWIN 
and  HAMER  advocated  the  passage  of  the  bill; 
and  after  several  divisions  on  motions  to  adjourn, 
and  anally  to  recommit,  the  House  found  itself 
without  a  quorum;  and 

On  motion  of  Mr.  HALL, 

The  House  adjourned. 


IN  SENATE, 
Monday,  February  4,  1839. 

Mr.  McKEAN  presented  the  petition  and  docu- 
ments of  A.  and  O.  Ralston  and  Co.  of  Philadel- 
phia, praying  to  be  refunded  certain  duties  paid  on 
^ai^road  iron:  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Fi- 
nance. 

Mr.  SMITH  of  Indiana  presented  a  joint  resolu- 
tion of  the  General  Assembly  of  that  Siate,  on  the 
subject  of  a  canal  around  the  falls  of  Ohio,  on  the 
Indiana  side;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Roads  and  Canals. 

Ms,  S.  also  presented  a  joint  resolution  of  that 
State,  relative  to  the  construction  of  the  Cumber- 
land road;  which  was  laid  on  the  table,  the  subject 
having  passed  from  the  Senate. 

Mr.  S.  also  presented  a  joint  resolution  of  the 
General  Assembly  of  Indiana,  on  the  subject  of  a 
grant  of  lands  to  support  an  institution  in  that  State 
for  the  education  of  the  deaf  and  dumb;  which  was 
referred  to  fhe  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  NORVELL  presented  two  memorials  from 
sundry  citizens  of  Michigan,  and  one  from  citizens 
of  Chicago,  praying  for  an  appropriation  for  the 
improvement  of  the  liarbor  of  Port  Shclden.  Also, 
the  report  of  the  civil  engineer  who  examined  and 
surveyed  said  harboi:  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Commerce,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  presented  the  memorial  of  sun- 
dry merchants  of  Neu'  York,  praying  that  a  law 
may  be  passed  compelling  the  Government  to  pay 
the  costs  in  suits  to  which  the  Government  is  a 
party,  and  which  may  be  decided  against  it:  refer- 
red to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  presented  the  memorial  of  Philip 
Kearney,  presenting  a  plan  for  a  system  of  finance. 
Mr.  W.  said  the  memorialist  was  an  intelligent 
and  respectable  merchant  of  New  York,  who  en- 
tertained great  CfniMence  in  the  importance  and 
utility  of  his  system,  but  that  he  [Mr.  W.]  dissent- 
ed aliojgether  from  the  conclusions  to  which  the 
memorialist  had  arrived:  laid  on  the  table,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  YOUNG  presented  the  memorial  of  a  num- 
ber of  citizens  of  the  State  of  Illinois,  asking  for  the 
establishment  of  a  mail  route:  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads. 

Mr.  Y.  also  presented  certain  joint  resolutions  of 
the  Legislature  of  Illinois,  asking  for  the  passage  of 
a  law  to  establish  a  permanent  system  of  pre-emp- 
tion rights  for  actual  settlers  on  the  public  lands. 
Also,  for  the  passage  of  a  law  providing  for  the  sale 
of  the  public  lands  in  small  quantities  to  actual 
settlers:  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  presented  the  memorial  of  the 
Siockbridge  tribe  of  Indians,  praying  to  be  com- 
pensated for  certain  losses:  referred  to  the  Commit- 
<e  on  Indian  Affairs. 

Mr.  NORVELL  presented  the  petition  of  Joseph 

Loranger,  asking  compensation  for  property  lost  or 

destroyed  during  ihe  war  with  Great  Britain:  refer- 

red  to  the  Committee  on  Claims. 

Mr.  ROANE  presented  the  memorial  of  the 


Common  Council  of  the  town  of  Alexandria,  D.  C. 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Dis- 
trict of  Colombia. 

Mr.  ROANE  also  presented  the  petition  of  the 
heirs,  of  Thomas  West,  late  of  the  Revolutionary 
army,  praying  for  the  commutation  due  the  de- 
ceased: referred  to  the  Commiltee  on  Revolutionarv 
Claims. 

Mr.  STRANGE  presented  certain  resolutions 
adopted  by  the  Legislature  of  North  Carolina,  re- 
presenting the  scarcity  of  specie  change  in  that 
State,  and  asking  for  the  passage  of  n  law  autho- 
rizing the  branch  mints  to  coin  silver  change. 

The  resolutions  having  been  read — 

Mr.  CLAY  of  Kentucky  wished  to  make  a  sin- 
gle observation  on  the  subject,  before  it  was  passed 
over.  This  complaint  of  the  want  of  silver  change 
was  not  confined  to  North  Carolina,  but  existed  in 
other  places,  and  was  produced  by  that  dispropor^ 
tionate  value  between  gold  and  silver  coin  which 
originated  in  the  celebrated  g  jid  bill.  The  effect  of 
this  bill  was  this:  that  when  it  became  necessary  to 
export  specie,  silver  was  exported  in  preference  to 
gold,  because  the  silver  was  more  valuable  in  fo* 
reign  countries;  and  hence,  he  apprehended,  was 
the  scarcity  in  North  Carolina.  He  had  lately  re- 
ceived a  communication  on  this  subject  irom  one 
of  our  commercial  Northern  cities,  which  attributed 
the  scarcity  of  silver  change  to  this  cause. 

Mr.  STRANGE  said  that  when  he  offered  the 
resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of  North  Carolina,  he 
had  not  the  slightest  expectation  that  they  would  have 
ffiven  rise  to  any  debate;  but  as  the  Senator  from 
Kentucky  had  thought  proper  to  notice  them,  for 
the  purpose  of  introducing  notions  on  ihesnbject  of 
the  currency,  he  felt  it  due  to  hinvielf  and  his  con- 
stituents, from  whom  these  resolutions  emanated, 
to  make  a  brief  reply.  He  wholly  dissented  from 
the  position  laid  down  by  the  Senator  from  Ken- 
tucky, with  regard  to  the  causes  which  produced  a 
5carcity  of  silver  change.  It  was  not  exportation 
which  produced  this  scarcity,  but  it  arose  from  the 
hoarding  of  silver  by  the  banks,  who  issued,  in  lieu 
of  it,  their  small  notes.  In  fact,  he  did  not  believe 
that  silver  coins  of  the  lower  denominations  were 
ever  exported. 

Mr.  CLAY  of  Kentucky  hoped  he  might  be 
permitted,  without  offence,  to  make  a  few  observa- 
tions on  the  subject  presented  by  these  resolutions, 
particularJy  as  it  w&s  one  of  importance,  to  which 
bis  attention  had  been  recently  directed.  He  hap- 
pened to  receive,  but  a  very  days  ago,  a  commu- 
nication from  an  intelligent  gentleman,  in  one  of 
our  principle  seaports,  affirming  that  the  scarcity  of 
silver  change  was  one  of  the  effects  of  the  passage 
of  the  gold  bill;  because,  by  reducing  the  standard 
of  the  gold  coin,  it  became  less  valuable  as  an 
article  of  exportation  than  silver,  and,  therefore, 
the  latter  was  always  exported.  Now  this  was  ex- 
actly what  was  predicted  by  himself  and  others,  at 
the  time  of  the  passage  of  the  law,  for  the  adjust- 
ment of  the  value  of  the  two  coins;  and  the  result 
has  proved  the  correctness  ot  the  prediction.  Gk)ld 
could  not  be  exported  nnder  that  law,  without  dis- 
advantage, unless  exchange  was  greatly  against  us; 
but  silver  can  profitably  be  exported,  and  when  ex- 
portation becomes  necessary,  it  is  of  course  made 
in  that  species  of  coin  in  which  it  can  be  sent 
abroad  without  loss.  This  was  exactly  in  accord- 
ance with  the  information  which  he  had  just  re- 
ceived from  an  intelligent  source,  in  one  of  our 
large  commercial  citiea. 

Mr.  NILES  thought  that  the  Senator  ftom  Ken- 
tucky [Mr.  Clay]  was  mistaken  in  the  causes  to 
which  he  had  attributed  the  scarcity  of  silver 
change,  and  that  he  was  mistaken  in  the  fact  that 
a  scarcity  of  change  existed  in  the  country  at  large. 
He  thought  there  was  no  snch  scarcity;  he  knew, 
in  many  places,  it  was  abundant.  Within  his  own 
experience,  banks  had  refused  to  receive  it.  This 
was  a  convincing  proof  that  there  was  abundance 
of  it.  It  is  known  to  every  oke  who  has  inquired 
into  this  subject,  that  silver  change  is  never  ex^ 
ported,  because  its  nominal  value  in  a  foreign 
market  would  be  lost,  and  ii  could  only  be  dis- 
posed ol  as  buiiion  (o  be  r^coined,  occasioning 
much  loss  by  the  proces.^.  There  may  be  a  scarci- 
ty of  change  in  some  States,  but  this  is  the  resuU 
of  their  paper  systems.    The  hostility  of  papal 
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silver  is  well  known;  indeed,  so  hostile  is  it,  that 
where  it  has  the  power,  even  silver  fippcnnybjts  are 
driven  out  of  circulation.  What  was  theresoUia 
Philadelphia,  where  the  mint  was  located,  daring 
the  late  suspenaioni  In  that  city,  which,  previous 
to  the  suspension,  was  thoroughly  saturated  with 
silver  change,  after  the  barrier  was  broken  down 
and  the  emission  of  shinplasters  authorized,  no 
chzn^t  whatever  could  be  procured.  In  a  singi* 
night,  the  state  of  things  was  completely  changed* 
Instead  of  an  abundance  of  silver  change,  then 
was  an  entire  absence  of  it.  And  a  similar  resnlt 
will  always  follow  a  similar  cause;  and  to  the  ex* 
tension  of  our  paper  system,  the  circulation  of  one 
doll.ir  noW,  and  notes  for  a  fractional  part  of  a 
dollar,  may  we  much  more  appropriately  look  for 
the  "scarcity  of  silver  change,  than  the  operations 
of  the  gold  bill  of  1836. 

Mr.  STRANGE  said,  that  upon  reflection,  he 
was  entirely  satisfied  that  the  Senator  from  Ken- 
tucky was  grossly  mistaken  in  the  positions  laid 
down  by  him.  Every  man  knew  that  there  had 
been  a  great  increase  of  specie  in  the  country,  since 
the  passage  of  the  gold  bill.  Now  this  increase 
could  not  be  altogether  in  gold,  but  must  be  partly 
in  silver  and  partly  in  gold.  He  was  also  satisfied 
that  there  could  not  be  the  difference  in  Taloe, 
bet  vpeen  the  gold  and  silver  coinage,  which  the  Sen- 
ator from  Kentucky  supposed,  for  he  believed  that 
their  relative  value  was  as  nicely  adjusted  as  it 
was  possible  for  human  ingenuity  to  do  it;  indeed 
this  was  shown  to  be  the  case  by  the  prices  cnrcent 
in  foreign  countries. 

The  Senator  from  Kentncky  had  attributed  the 
di.<appearance  of  silver  specie  to  ezportation,  and 
he  attributed  it  to  the  hoarding  of  it  by  the  banks, 
and  partly  by  individnals.  Change  was  a  thing 
that  was  never  exported.  The  coontiy  most  be  ire* 
duee<i  to  the  lowest  ebb  before  it  would  suffer  the 
inconvenience  and  loss  of  sending  it  abroad,  be- 
cause it  must  go  as  mere  bnllk>n,  to  be  reooined, 
in  the  countries  to  which  it  is  sent.  Every  man.  of 
reas!)n  and  reflection,  could  see  at  once  the  true 
cause  for  this  scarcity;  and  upon  the  soundest  piin« 
ciplfs  of  philosophy,  when  one  good  cause  pre- 
sented itself,  it  was  idle  to  search  for  another.  He 
would  not  have  troubled  the  Senate  with  these  re- 
marks, but  for  the  immediate  connection  the  aob- 
ject  had  with  his  constituents  and  himeelf, 
and  but  for  the  false  position  laid  down  by  the 
Senator  from  Kentucky. 

That  ^nator  seemed  to  have  taken  North  CaitH 
lina  under  his  especial  charge,  and  to  have  felt 
himself  called  upon  to  lake  part  in  the  pvUie 
struggles  within  her.  When  be  and  hiscoUeagne, 
sometime  ago,  introduced  certain  resolutions  com- 
ing from  their  State,  the  Senator  took  the  nnosaal 
course  of  appearing  as  the  advocate  of  one  of  the 
p  ^litical  parties  of  that  State,  and,  in  a  lengthened 
address,  assigning  his  views  as  to  the  complexion 
of  the  document,  and  the  course  of  the  Hofth 
Carolina  Senators  on  this  floor.  And  what  fol« 
lowed?  Why,  a  garbled  statement  of  the  debate 
was  immediately  sent  out,  in  one  of  the  papers  of 
this  city,  in  advance  of  the  true  statement,  contain- 
ing the  answers  of  his  colleague  and  himself;  and 
no  doubt  the  intended  effect  was  produced  befoce 
the  contradiction  could  overtake  tde  misrepreae&- 
tation,  which  was  published  in  every  Whig  paper 
in  the  State.  What  was  the  case  now?  These 
being  North  Oaroltoa  resolutions,  the  Senator  finom. 
Kentucky,  who  seems  to  take  such  an  interest  ia 
that  State,  rises  in  his  place,  and  asaunaes  a  pest* 
tion  in  relation  to  them,  which,  if  unoontndieled, 
will  have  an  unfavorable  effect  on  tlie  pmhIiB 
mind.  We  must,  said  Mr.  S.  be  more  fortvnals 
now  than  usual  jif  the  contradiction  aoeompwaies 
the  assertion. 

Mr.  CLAY  of  Kentucky  said  he  was  unwiUii^ 
to  prolong  this  discussion,  but  he  would  assure  Iba 
Senator  from  North  Carolina  that  he  had  not  the 
least  inclination  to  interfere  between  him  and  hia 
constituents.  When  the  resolutions  from  the  Zjc^g^m 
lature  of  North  Carolina  instructing  her  Sen&toca 
were  presented,  he  bad  offered  some  remarks  be- 
cause they  adverted  to  matters  of  general  mtet^si^ 
and  if  an  incorrect  report  of  them  had  gone  Torth  to 
the  world,  no  one  could  regret  it  more  than  he  did* 
He  would  have  been  pleased  had  the  " 
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teen  ptblished  jost  as  it  oocnrred  ifi  th«  Senate, 
but  be  had  no  agency  or  control  of  the  subject. 
aa  rnieh  for  that  matter.  This  morning  the  Sena- 
tor prescRis  resolutions  oa  the  subject  of  silirer 
change,  and  I,  having  within  a  few  days  reoeired 
commniiications  from  different  sections  of  the 
coantry  on  the  same  subject,  think  proper  to  make 
a  few  remarks;  was  this  interfering  between  the 
Senator  and  his  constituents?  He  thought  not. 
But  the  Senator  seems  to  think  that  1  am  mistaken 
M  the  cause  to  which  I  attributed  the  scarcity  of 
silrer  change,  viz:  the  unequal  valuation  of  the 
^d  bill.  But  did  not  facts  bear  out  the  assertionf 
Look  at  the  importation  of  specie  since  the  passage 
of  the  gold  bill.  Is  it  not  almost  exclusively  in 
gofd7  aad  whyl  Because  of  the  appreciation  of 
diat  metal  aod  the  depreciation  of  silver  by  that 
bilL  This  affords  a  greater  profit  on  the  importa* 
tioB  of  gold,  and  hence  there  is  not  a  proportionate 
sapply  of  silver — the  metal  which  furnishes  change. 
So,  too,  when  exchange  with  foreign  nations  is 
against  us,  and  ii  becomes  profitable  to  export 
^eeie,  it  is  found  more  advantageous  to  send  silver 
ibao  gold;  and  hence  a  cause  of  the  scarcity  of 
cbaage  in  Philadelphia,  New  York,  and  other 
cities,  which  are  more  immediately  subject  to  be 
ihaioed  of  their  specie  by  their  contiguity  to  our 
eommeice.  He  did  not  consider  himself  infallible 
en  this  subject,  but  in  expressing  his  views  or 
ibtories  on  the  matter  he  did  not  think  he  was 
leing  any  thing  improper  iu  an  American  citizen 
or  a  member  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  STRAJNOE  was  very  unwilling  to  prolong 
this  debate,  but  he  bad  been  drawn  into  it  very  un- 
expectedly and  unwillingly.  He  had  assumed  a  po- 
rtion, which  he  felt  bound  to  maintain  the  truth  and 
Toson  of.  He  said  that  the  Senator  from  Kentucky 
was  guilty  of  apefi/io  princijm — that  he  had  assum- 
ed a  priBciple  not  founded  on  fact.  This  riie  Sena- 
tor had  denied,  but  in  the  course  of  his  remarks, 
be  htiA  shown  a  better  reason  for  the  disappear- 
anee  of  silver  change  than  he  had  given  in  the  be- 
ginaing;  and  if  he  was  right,  there  was  no  reason 
for  its  exportation,  but  a  very  good  reason  for  its 
iaportation. 

The  Senator  could  not  escape  from  his  position, 
fiir  whatever  relative  difference  there  was  between 
gold  aad  silver,  paper  was  still  cheaper  than  either. 
He  admitted  that  the  number  of  one  dollar  notes 
wa^  greatly  reduced.  But  small  bills,  even  as  low 
as  three  dollars,  were  still  in  ciroulaiion,  to  a  great 
extern,  and  ibese,  as  long  as  they  were  permitted 
to  eirealaie,  had  the  tendency  to  exclode  change 
from  circulation,  and  cause  it  to  be  boarded.  The 
Senator  said  that  the  banks  had  no  interest  in 
hoardit.^  specie.  But  this  argument  could  not 
stand,  fur  it  was  their  interest  to  hold  on  to  all  the 
specie  ihey  could  get,  so  as  to  circulate  their  own 
notes,  and  this  was  the  true  cause  for  the  disap- 
pearance of  change.  It  was,  therefore,  perfectly 
idle  to  seareh  for  any  other  cause,  or  to  talk  about 
the  exportation  of  the  smaller  coin  which  never 
was  resorted  to.  When  the  gold  bill  was  passed 
it  was  not  to  elevate  gold,  but  to  bring  it  to  its  true 
▼aloe,  when  compared  with  ?ilver.  It  was  con- 
fended  that  the  gold  coin  was  above  par,  and  was, 
eonsequenily,  so  valuable  for  exportation,  that  it 
cnuM  not  remain  in  the  country.  The  bill  was, 
therefore,  passed  to  remedy  that  evil,  and  he  had 
no  doubt  but  it  had  effected  that  object. 

Mr.  LUMPKIN  said  he  did  not  intend  to  enter 
info  a  dlscosaion  of  the  relative  value  of  gold  and 
stlrer  coins,  but  to  express  the  opinion  that  the  ob- 
feet  of  the  Legiclature  of  North  Carolina,  and  the 
ibe  object  of  the  people  of  the  Southern  Atlantic 
•ad  Southwestern  States,  was  to  obtain  a  supply  of 
jflrer  change  in  place  of  the  odious  shinplasters 
vhich  now  infested  the  interior.  With  proper  le- 
cialatioQ  it  was  obvious  that  that  object  could  be 
e/Teeied  greatly  to  the  interest  of  (he  people,  with- 
oat  any  expense  to  the  Gh)vernment.  It  was 
kaown  to  all  acquainted  with  mining  operations, 
that  where  gold  was  found,  there  was  a  proportion 
flif  silver  found  with  it.  Now,  under  the  existing 
lttirs,the  branch  mints  were  not  allowed  to  coin 
ailwer  change,  though  they  had  had  a  sufficiency  of 
ailwer  for  that  purpose,  which,  if  coined,  would  not 
be  exported,  but  go  into  the  circulation  of  the 
cimntry,  hi  place  of  those  fihhy  shinplasters  which 


now  usurped  their  place.  That  was  the  object  of 
these  resolutions,  and  it  was  out  of  place  to  go 
into  any  foreign  causes  for  the  scarcity  complained 
of. 

Mr.  BENTON  applauded  the  sound  and  practi- 
cal views  presented  by  the  Senator  from  Georgia, 
[Mr.  LiTMPKiN,]  and  considered  what  he  said  to  be 
entirely  oonclusivt  on  the  point  to  which  he  directed 
his  observations.  He  did  not  rise  to  add  any  thing 
to  those  remarks,  but  to  call  the  attemion  of  the 
Senate  to  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury, which  had  just  been  printed,  and  laid  on  our 
tables,  and  which  mightjnouyet  have  been  observed 
by  members.  It  was  a  report  which  contained  the 
precise  information  which  this  conversational  de- 
bate required,  and  which  would  show  how  great 
was  the  error  of  supposing  that  gold  coin  had  been 
overvalued  in  the  United  States,  by  the  act  of  1834, 
and  how  far  that  act  was  from  preventing  an  im- 
portation of  silver,  or  causing  it  to  be  exported,  or 
banishing  silver  change. 

It  would  be  recollected,  Mr.  B.  said,  that  the 
friends  of  hard  money  had  passed  two  bills  in 
1834 — a  silver  bill,  as  well  as  a  gold  bill.  The 
object  of  the  latter  was  to  correct  the  error  of  our 
gold  standard;  the  object  of  the  former  was  to  re- 
peal the  law  passed  by  the  United  States  Bank  par- 
ty in  1819  to  illegalize  the  circulation  of  all  silver 
except  Spanish  milled  dollars,  of  which,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  cessation  of  the  Spanish  dominion 
over  Mexico  and  South  America,  there  were  no 
longer  any  coined.  It  was,  therefore,  an  act  to  il- 
legalize the  circnlattoa  of  the  only  silver  which 
came  to  us. 

At  the  time  of  the  passage  of  these  bills,  con- 
tinued Mr.  B.  the  most  lugubrious  vaticinations 
were  indulged  in  by  the  paper  money  party.  They 
were  incessant  and  vehement  in  their  declarations 
that  the  hard  money  cnnrency  was  ruined;  that 
gold  was  debased;  that  it  would  supersede  silver, 
prevent  its  importation,  cause  its  exportation,  and 
drive  it  out  of  the  country;  and  that  we  ^ould 
have  no  hard  money  currency  but  a  debased  gold 
coinage.  These  were  the  declarations  incontinenU 
ly  repeated  at  that  time;  and  now,  after  upwards  of 
four  years'  experience,  how  stands  the  fact? 
Sir,  the  fact  stands  thus:  that  so  far  from  pre- 
venting the  importation  of  silver,  the  actual  impor- 
tation of  that  coin  has  exceeded  thirty-five  milhons 
of  dollars  since  the  passage  of  the  gold  bill;  being 
the  largest  importation  of  that  coin  which  has  ever 
taken  place  since  the  establishment  of  the  Federal 
Government.  So  much  for  importation;  now  for 
the  exportation;  and  here  it  is  seen  that  the  export, 
iiustead  of  bemg  confined  to  silver,  was,  at  the  only 
time  that  a  commercial  exportation  took  place, 
which  was  in  the  spring  of  1837,  .when  the  banks  \ 
suspended,  far  larger  of  gold,  in  proportion  to 
the  quantity  of  the  two  metals  which  were  in  the 
country,  than  it  was  of  silver.  The  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  shows  that  the  export  of 
gold  ^vas,  during  that  year,  §1,828,000,  while  the 
export  of  silver  was  only  |3,756,000.  Now,  the 
quantity  of  silver  in  the  country  at  that  time  was 
at  least  four  times  greater  than  that  of  gold;  and, 
therefore,  the  export  of  silver  should  have  been 
eight  or  nine  millions  to  have  been  in  proportion  to 
the  sold,  while  it  was  not,  in  fact,  so  much  as  one 
million  more.  Thus  it  is  proved  that  our  gold  bill 
has  neither  prevented  the  importation  of  silver,  nor 
caused  its  exportation.  There  is  upwards  of 
seventy  millions  of  silver  now  in  the  country,  be- 
sides the  gold;  and  the  only  cause  of  its  disappear- 
ance from  circulation  is  in  the  deluge  of  small 
notes  with  which  the  paper  money  party  floods  the 
land. 

So  much  for  silver:  with  respect  to  gold,  the 
same  report  shows  that  we  have  imported  about 
twenty-six  millions,  either  in  gold  coin  or  bullion, 
since  the  passage  of  the  gold  bill;  that  there  has 
been  coined  of  the  former  gold  of  the  United  States 
about  a  million  and  a  quarter;  and  of  native  bul- 
lion about  two  millions  and  a  half;  making  an  ac^ 
qoisition  of  that  metal,  in  about  four  years^  of 
thirty  millions  of  dollars,  without  counting  what 
came  in  by  emigrants,  and  escaped  r^istry  at  the 
custom-houses.  The  whole  acquisition  of  gold 
and  silver  since  1833,  when  the  United  States  Bank 
charter  was  vetoed,  and  when  our  hard  money  po- 


licy first  commenced,  is  at  least  eighty  million^; 
which,  added  to  twenty  millions  which  was  in  the 
conn  try  at  that  lime,  makes  at  least  one  hundred 
millions  now  in  the  country. 

Besides  the  view  of  our  acquuition  of  gold  aad 
silver  since  the  two  hard  money  bills  of  1834,  the 
same  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
shows  us  the  state  of  the  circulation  of  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States  during  the  whole  period  of  its 
existence;  and  this  statement  shows  us  that  the 
quantity  of  gold  now  in  the  United  States  is  near 
three  times  the  average  circulation  of  that  Bank, 
and  near  one-third  more  than  it  ever  was  at  its 
most  expanded  period.  The  average  circulation 
of  that  Bank  was  only  eleven  millions  of  dollars; 
its  highest  annual  circulation  was  only  twenty-two 
millions,  while  our  gold  coin  is  now  actually  about 
thirty  millions.  This  being  the  case,  we  ought  to 
have  a  plentiful  gold  currency;  we  ought  to  have 
three  times  as  much  gold  in  circulation  as  we  for- 
merly had  of  United  Stales  Bank  notes.  But  this 
is  not  the  case;  and  wbyf  Because  the  banks 
hoard  the  gold,  and  will  not  pay  it  out  im-edemp- 
tion  of  their  notes,  and  because  the  Qovernment  of 
the  United  States  encourages  and  fosters  that  prac*' 
tice  of  the  banks  by  dispensing  with  the  use  of  gold, 
and  using  the  notes  of  the  banks  in  the  collection 
and  disbursement  of  its  revenue.  As  long  as  this 
is  the  case — so  long  as  the  Federal  Government 
uses  bank  paper — gold  will  remain  locked  up  in 
the  banks;  and  there  will  be  no  way  to  get  it  out  of 
them  but  to  make  them  overflow — to  gorge  them — 
to  bring  so  much  gold  into  the  country  that  the 
banks  cannot  hoard  the  whole  of  iL 

This  is  another  proof,  continued  Mr.  B.  that  gold 
is  not  debased  by  our  new  law.  If  its  waa  debas- 
ed— ^if  it  was  reduced  below  its  relative  value  to 
silver— it  would  be  always  paid  out  in  preference  to 
silven  but  it  is  not  so  paid  out.  On  the  contiar^, 
it  is  hugged  and  hoarded  by  the  banks;  they  will 
give  silver  for  their  notes,  but  they  make  apologies 
when  ^ou  want  gold. 

There  is  still  another  proof  on  this  hea^;  it  is  to 
be  found  in  every  price  current.  Look  to  the  rela- 
tive value  of  American  gold  and  silver  in  any  one 
of  these  papers,  and  you  will  always  find  it  to  be 
about  equal.  Spanish  milled  dollars — those  with  a 
Spanish  king's  head,  especially  the  pillar  dollars, 
the  column  of  Hercules  dollars—- they  bear  a  pre- 
mium, Secause  they  are  wanted  for  exportation  to 
the  East,  where  their  currency,  for  three  centuries 
and  a  half,  has  made  them  the  most  acceptable  fo- 
reign coin  which  can  be  carried  to  the  Asiatic  or 
African  countries;  but  American  geld  coin  and  sil- 
ver are  even  in  the  market 

No,  sir.  Gold  does  not  expel  silver,  but  small 
bank  notes  and  shinplasters  do  expel  it.  A 
political  party,  and  the  banks  in  their  interest,  do 
all  they  can  to  banish  both  gold  and  silver;  and  it 
is  the  bounden  doty  of  the  Federal  Government  to 
cease  to  be  accessary  to  another  explosion  of  the 
banks  by  continuing  to  dispense  with  the  use  of 
coin,  and  continuing  to  use  paper  money.  Another 
explojiion  is  coming.  It  will  come  as  certainly  as 
the  revolution  of  the  seasons;  and  ihe  Federal  Go- 
vernment should  foresee  the  event,  and  provider 
against  it  by  going  back  to  the  act  of  1769,  and 
acting  upon  that  act,  and  receiving  nothing  but 
gold  and  silver  inpayment  of  its  revenues.  This 
would  check  bank  expansions,  and  protect  the 
country  as  well  as  the  Federal  Treasury. 

At  104  premium  on  foreign  exchange,  exporta- 
tion of  specie  begins.  The  cotton  dealing  Bank  of 
the  United  States  can  put  it  up  to  that  point  any 
day  that  it  pleases.  It  put  it  up  in  May  of  1837; 
the  exportation  of  specie  immediately  began;  and 
over  every  parcel  exported  the  paper  money  party 
shouted,  exulted,  and  triumphed,  as  if  a  preai  vie- 
tory  had  been  achieved.  And-  so  it  will  be  again. 
The  premium  on  foreign  exchange  is  now  upwards 
of  9  per  centum;  it  can  be  made  lOi  at  any  mo- 
ment; then  for  exporting  specie,  triumphing  agaiq, 
more  panics,  shmiing  up  banks;  and  charging  the 
whole  upon  the  Democratic  Administration. 

To  return  to  the  North  Carolina  resolution;  it  is 
a  wise,  just,  and  necessary  measure  which  it  re- 
quires. The  branch  mints  should  coin  silver 
change;  they  will  be  able  to  sapply  it  to  districts  of 
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inteiiur  couDtry,  which  cannot  obtain  supplies  from 
New  Orleans  or  Philadelphia.  This  Administra* 
tioD,  and  that  of  Qen.  Jack.<on,  hare  begun  to  fur- 
nish a  national  supply  of  silver  change.  They 
hare  done  much;  but  it  is  only  the  commencement 
of  what  .ought  to  be  done.  The  country  does  net 
yet  feel  ihe  supply.  Nine-tenths  of  the  Union  has 
no  silver  change  of  our  coinage.  Jt  will  take 
years  of  clqse  work  at  all  our  mints  to  give  us  ihe 
supply  of  this  change  which  France  and  England 
has,  say  three  dollars  a  head  to  each  person  of  their 
whole  population.  It  will  take  us  several  years 
to  attain  that  point;  and  we  need  it  more  than  the 
French  and  English  do;  for  we  have  to  guard 
against  the  shinplaster  party;  we  have  to  guard 
against  another  deluge  of  shinplasters  at  the  next 
suspension  of  the  banks;  we  have  to  guard  against 
this  pestilence;  and  it  is  our  business  to  provide 
such  an  ample  supply  of  silver  change  that  there 
can  be  no  pretext  for  another  issue  of  this  pestifer- 
ous stuff. 

Silver  change  is  never  exported;  and  this  is  ano- 
ther reason  for  an  ample  supply  of  it.  Two  or 
three  dollars  a  head,  for  our  whole  population, 
ought  to  be  coined  in  25  cent,  10  cent  and  5  cent 
pieces. 

Mr.  BROWN  observed  that  he  was  not  in  his 
seat  when  his  honorable  colleague  presented  the  re- 
solutions, but  he  had  heard  a  part  of  the  debate 
which  had  grown  out  of  them.  He  rose  now  for 
the  purpose  of  decliniog  to  enter  into  the  discussion 
on  what  he  considered  a  mere  abstract  proposition. 
The  Senaie  had  given  the  best  proof  of  its  convic- 
tion of  the  value  of  silver  circulation,  by  passing 
the  bill  which  he  introduced  at  the  early  part  of  the 
session,  to  authorize  the  branch  mints  to  coin  silver 
change.  He  had  now  nothing  further  to  say  than 
to  express  the  hope  that  this  bill  would  receive  a  fa- 
Torat^le  consideration  in  another  quarter. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  STRANGE,  the  resolutions 
were  then  laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN,  from  the  Committee  on 
Revolutionary  Claims,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Mrs.  Mira  Alexander,  daughter  and  heir  at  law 
of  Colonel  George  Madison,  deceased;  which,  after 
same  remarks  from  Mr.  C.  was  read  and  ordered  to 
a  second  reading,  and  the  report  accompanying  the 
bill  was<^rdered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  CLAY  of  Alabama,  from  the  Committee  on 
the  Public  Lands,  reported,  without  amendment, 
the  joint  resolution  in  favor  of  ■  Wright,  of 

New  York,  and  the  bills  for  the  relief  of  Nathan 
H.  Boon  and  Samuel  Dickerson. 

Also,  with  amendment,  the  bill  for  the  relief  of 
John  Wiley  and  Jefferson  Greer. 

Messrs.  PRENTISS  and  FULTON,  also,  re- 
ported on  House  bills  that  bad  been  referred  to  the 
same  committee. 

Mr.  WRIGHT,  fromtheCommittee  on  Finance, 
reported,  without  amendment,  the  bill  from  the 
House  making  appropriations  for  the  payment  of 
the  Revolutionary  and  other  pensioners  of  the  Uni- 
ted States. 

Mr.  MORRIS,  from  the  Committee  on  Pen- 
sions, reported  unfavorably  on  the  bill  from  the 
House  for  the  relief  of  Hulbert  Taylor. 

Mr.  HUBBARD  presented  th^  petition  of  Han- 
nah Sanford;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Pensions. 

Mr.  YOUNG  presented  a  memorial  from  a  num- 
ber of  citizens  of  the  northern  portion  of  the  Si  ate 
of  Illinois,  asking  for  the  establishment  of  a  new 
and  office:  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Pub- 
lic Lands. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  presented  a  petition  from  a 
number  of  citizens  residing  on  the  northern  fron- 
tiers of  the  United  States,  representing  the  great  ad- 
vantages that  would  result  from  having  a  steam  re- 
venue cutler  on  Lake  Erie:  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Commerce. 

Mr.  B.  also  presented  the  petition  of  a  number 
of  citizens  of  PhiTadelphia,  praying  for  an  appro- 
priation tu  create  an  artificial  harbor  at  the  mouth 
of  the  Chesapeake  and  Delaware  canal:  referred 
to  the  same  committee. 

Also,  V  e  petition  of  Job  Whittall  of  Philadel- 
phia, asking  for  relief  from  Congress  in  considera- 
tion of  the  sufferings  and  services  of  his  father 


during  the  Revolutionary  wan  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Revolutionary  Claims. 

The  follenring  bills  were  severally  read  the  third 
time  and  passed: 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  securities  of  Elias 
B.  Langham,  late  surveyor  general  for  the  States 
of  Missouri  and  Illinois. 

The  bill  to  anihtrize  the  israing  of  a  patent  to 
the  heirs  ani  legal  representatives  of  Francis  Ri- 
vaud,  deceased. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  assignees  of  Louis 
Baron  de  Ferrier. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Sebastian  Butcher  and 
the  heirs  and  legal  represenUitives  of  Bartholomew 
Butcher,  Michael  Butcher,  and  Peter  Bloom. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Obed  P.  Lacy. 

The  bill  to  continue  in  ^orce  an  act  for  the  final 
adjustment  of  private  land  claims  in  Missouri,  ap- 
proved July  9,  1833,  and  the  act  supplemental 
thereto,  approved  March  9,  1833. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  Bogy. 

The  bill  confirming  certain  land  claims  in  Loui- 
siana. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Isabella  Hill,  widow,  and 
John  Hill,  Elizabeth  Hill,  and  Samuel  Hill, 
children,  and  minor  heirs  at  law  of  Samuel  Hill, 
deceased. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Charles  Morgan  of 
ouisiana. 

The  bill  to  authorize  John  £.  Metcalf,  and 
others,  to  locate  certain  pre-emption  clafms  to  land 
in  Indiana. 

The  bill  supplementary  to  an  act  entitled  "An 
act  10  amend  an  act  for  the  appointment  of  com- 
missioners to  adjust  the  claims  to  reservations  of 
land  under  the  fourteenth  article  of  the  treaty  of 
1830  with  the  Choctaw  Indians." 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  Madame 
de  Lusser  and  their  legal  representatives. 

The  bill  to  confirm  the  title  to  a  certain  tract  of 
land  in  the  county  of  Mobile. 

TheWll  for  the  relief  of  Juan  Beigar. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  General  Matthew  Ar- 
buckle. 

The  bill  to  transfer  to  the  citizens  of  the  parish  of 
Concordia,  in  the  State  of  Louisiana,  the  interest  of 
the  United  States  to  a  ceruin  tract  of  land. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  Cochran. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representatives 
of  Elihu  Hall  Bay. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  heirs  and  re- 
presentatives ot  Wm.  Conway. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Pierre  Barihe. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Daniel  Maraack. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  Madam  De 
Lusser. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  Miguel 
Eslava. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  HUBBARD,  the  Senate  took 
up  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  .Tohn  J. 
Buiow,  deceased;  and  afWr  some  remarks  from 
Mr.H. 

Mr.  NILES  moved  to  postpone  the  bill  till  the 
first  Monday  of  December  next. 

A  debate  then  ensued,  in  which  Messrs.  NILES, 
HUBBARD,  STRANGE,  MORRIS,  BAYARD, 
BUCHANAN,  PRESTON  and  CRITTENDEN 
participated;  when,  on  taking  the  question,  the  mo- 
tion to  postpone  was  lost — yeas  19,  najs20. 

The  question  then  recurring  on  ordering  the  bill 
to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading,  the  debate  was 
continued  by  Messrs.  YOUNG,  NILES,  LUMP- 
KIN, WHITE,  KING  and  NORVELL;  after 
which  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading,  yeas  19,  nays  19'-~the  Prbsidsnt 
giviUGT  the  casting  vote  in  the  affirmative. 

The  Senate  then  adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES, 
Monday,  Feb.  4,  1839. 

Mr.  PARKER  asked  leave  to  submit  the  follow- 
ing resolution  from  the  committee: 

Ruolvedy  That  the  Select  Committee  on  Public 
Printing  have  leave  to  employ  a  clerk. 

Objection  being  made, 

Mr.  P.  moved  a  suspension  of  the  rules,  stating 
that  there  was  a  great  mass  of  testimony  to  be 
taken,  and  the  committee  could  not  get  on  without 
this  assistance. 


The  rules  were  suspended,  90  to  43,  and  the  re- 
solution concurred' in. 

Mr.  DAVIS  asked  the  consent  of  the  Hooae  to 
take  up  the  resolution  snbmitted  by  him  on  Mon- 
day last,  to  change  the  time  of  the  daily  hour  of 
meeting  to  11  o'clock,  a.  m. 

Objection  being  made, 

Mr.  D.  moved  a  suspension  of  the  rales,  and  the 
yeas  and  nays  having  been  ordered  on  his  demand^ 
were  taken,  and  were,  yeas  114,  nays  54. 

So  the  rules  were  suspended,  and  the  resolation 
being  before  the  House, 

Mr.  WILLIAMS  of  Kentucky  said,  apprehend- 
ing there  might  be  considerable  discussion  on  this 
resolution,  and  seeing  no  necessity  for  it,  he  de- 
manded the  previous  question;  which  was  seconded, 
70  to  58,  the  main  question  ordered,  72  to  59,  put, 
and  carried. 

So  the  resolution  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  PENNYBACKER  asked  the  indulgence  of 
the  House  to  present  some  petitions,  stating  that 
he  had  been  kept  away,  by  very  severe  indisposi- 
tion, from  attending  in  his  place.  The  leave  was 
granted  unanimously,  and  Mr.  P.  presented  the 
petitions:  they  were  appropriately  referred. 

Mr.  RUSSELL  rose  and  said  it  would  be  in  the 
recollection  of  the  House,  that,  last  session,  the 
select  committee  on  the  subject  had  reported  a  bill 
to  prevent  the  introduction  of  foreign  paupers  and 
convicts  into  the  United  States.  Subsequent  evenH 
have  i^own^  the  importance  of  that  bill,  and  the 
necessity  of  action  upon  it,  and  he,  therefore, 
moved  that  the  bill  be  made  the  special  orda  for 
next  Thursday  week. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  hoped  no  more  special 
orders  would  be  adopted,  especially  as  they  had 
several  already. 

Oiher  objections  were  made. 

Mr.  RUSSELL  moved  a  suspension  of  the  rules, 
but  the  motion  was  rejected. 

VERMOiNT  RESOLUTIONS. 

This  being  petition  day,  the  SPEAKER  an- 
nounced, as  the  first  business  in  order,  the  joint  re-. 
sol ui.u lis  of  the  Legislature  of  Vermont,  presented 
two  weeks  ago  by  Mr.  Everett,  on  the  subject  of 
the  abolition  of  slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia, 
ihe  sLive  trade,  etc.  which  Mr.  E.  had  moved  to  ' 
have  read,  printed,  and  refe.red  to  a  Comnutlte  of 
the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

The  CHAIR  had  decided  that  these  resolutions 
fell  within  the  operation  of  Mr.  Athbrton*s  resolu- 
tion of  the  13th  of  December,  and  that  they  most 
go  on  the  table,  in  the  words  of  that  order,  witbout 
t)eing  read,  printed,  debated,  or  referred. 

Mr.  EVERETT  took  an  appeal  from  that  deci- 
sion; and 

Mr.  BRONSON  had  demanded  the  previous 
question  thereon,  but 

Mr.  PARRIS  had  moved  to  lay  the  appeal  on  the 
table;  and  this  was  the  motion  now  pending. 

Mr.  PARRIS  now  withdrew  his  motion,  as  did 
Mr.  BRONSON  his  demand  for  the  previous  ques- 
tion; and  therefore  the  question  recurred  on  the  ap- 
peal. 

Mr.  EVERETT  briefly  drew  the  attention  of  tlic 
Chair  to  that  branch  of  the  resolutions  protesUof 
against  the  resolution  of  the  12th  of  December,  and 
insisted  that,  by  no  implication,  could  that  portjou 
of  the  former  be  said  to  have  any  thing  to  do  with 
slavery. 

The  SPEAKER  said  he  had  not  decided  that 
that  branch  nf  the  resolution,  taken  by  itself,  fcil 
within  the  operation  of  that  onler  of  the  House;  bat 
there  were  other  portions  of  them  relating  lo  tlw 
abolition  of  slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  tha 
admission  ef  new  Slates  without  the  recognitioa  oC 
slavery,  and  the  suppression  of  the  slave  trade  be- 
tween the  States,  which  clearly  fell  withia  thai 
order. 

Mr.  EVERSTT  made  some  further  remarks  <m 
the  point,  when 

The  SPEAKER  stated  the  grounds  ofhisdeciaioft 
substantially  as  follows:  certain  joint  re«olaiia«a 
were  presented  from  the  Legislature  of  VeroEMat, 
embracing,  among   other  things,    the  subject   of 
the   abolition  of  slavery  in  the  District  of  Co 
lumbia,   the   slave   trade    between    the    States  » 
and  the  admission  of  new  Sutes  into  the  XJaioa   • 
The     CHAia    decided    that    these    portioiis     of 
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Lbe  memorial  or  resolatlons,  oader  the  order  of 
tlM  House  of  the  Idth  of  December  last,  would  lie 
on  the  table.  Any  other  portion  of  the  resohitioDs 
which  merely  went  to  protest  i^ainst  that  order, 
woQld  not  fall  within  the  operation  of  it.  Upon 
presenting  these  resolntions,  the  gentleman  from 
Vermont  moved  that  they  be  read,  printed,  and  re- 
ferred to  a  committee — 

Mr.  EVERETT.  To  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

The  SPEAKER.  It  is  the  same  thing.  The 
CHAia  then  reiterated  several  former  deeiiions  of 
the  House,  identical  with  the  one  then  under  con- 
sideration. In  the  first  session  of  the  34th  Ck>n- 
gress,  while  the  select  committee  raised  under  the 
resolation  of  Mr.  Pincknit  on  the  sabject  of  sta- 
yery  was  in  existence,  a  gentleman  from  Virginia, 
not  now  a  member  of  this  House  (Mr.  Patton) 
presented  certain  joint  resolutions  of  theLegtsla- 
tore  of  that  State  on  the  subject  of  Abolition,  and 
moved  their  reference  to  that  committee  with 
certain  instructions.  There  was  an  existing  order 
then  in  force  for  the  reference  of  all  papers  on  tbis 
subject  to  that  select  committee  under  similar  pro- 
hibitions against  being  read,  debated,  Ac.  and  under 
the  general  phraseology  of  that  order,  the  present 
Speaker  decidoi  that  resolntions  of  State  Legisla- 
mres  fell  within  its  order.  From  that  decision  Mr. 
Pattok  took  an  appeal,  and  upon  a  salemn  vote  of 
the  House  the  decision  was  sustained  by  a  vote  of 
143  to  40.  Upon  the  point  as  to  reading  such  reso- 
lutions, the  same  question  was  decided  at  the  same, 
and  again  at  the  subsequent  sessions,  vizr  that,  un- 
der the  then  existing  orders,  they  could  nor  be 
read.  At  the  same  session  of  that  Congress,  a  me- 
morial on  the  subject  of  Abolition,  dkc.  was  pre- 
sented by  the  same  gentleman  from  Vermont,  who 
a^ed  for  its  reading.  The  Speaker  decided  it  must 
go  to  the  select  committee  without  reading,  and  the 
House  acquiesced  in  that  decision.  At  the  second 
session  of  that  Congress,  the  gentleman  from  Mas- 
sadmaetts,  [Mr.  Adabis,]  after  the  adoption  of  an 
order  similar  to  the  one  now  in  force,  presented  a 
memorial  on  the  subject  of  Abolition,  and  called  for 
its  reading.  The  Speaker  decided  that  it  must  go 
00  the  table  without  being  read,  printed,  or  referr^, 
reciting  the  words  of  the  order.  An  appeal  was 
takeo  from  this  decision,  and  the  appeal  was  laid 
on  the  table.  On  the  same  occasion,  Mr.  Adams 
presented  upwards  of  twenty  other  similar  petitions, 
and  asked  the  reading  of  each.  The  Speaker  made 
the  same  decision  in  each  case,  the  gentleman  ap- 
pealed in  eypry  one  of  them,  and  the  appeals  were 
severally  laid  on  the  table  by  a  vote  of  the  House. 
nest  questions  had  been  repeatedly  settled  by  the 
Houae. 

Mr.  BRONSON  had  intended  at  first,  he  said,  to  ] 
drmand  the  previous  question,  but  he  now  moved 
to  lay  the  appeal  on  the  table. 

Mr.  EVERETT  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
that  motion,  which,  being  ordered,  were — ^yeas  122, 
nays  44,  as  follows: 

YEAS-^^essrs.  John  W.  Allen,  Anderson,  An- 
drews, Atherton,  Banks,  Beatty,  Beers,  Bell,  Bick- 
nell,  Biddie,Bird)»Lll,Bronson,  Buchanan,  Cambre- 
lerg,  Carter,  Casey,  Chaney,  Chapman,  Cheatham, 
Cleveland,  Clowney,  Connor,  Crabb,  Craig,  Crock- 
ett»  Cushraan,  Davee,  Deberry,  De  Grafi*,  Dunn, 
Edwards,  Ewing,  Farrington,  Fry,  Gallup,  James 
Garland,  Glascock,  Grantland,  Gray,  Griflln, 
Hammond,  Hamer,  Harlan,  Harrison,  Harper, 
Hawes,  Hawkins,  Herod,  Holsey,  Robert  M.  T. 
Hunter,  Thomas  B.  Jackson,  Jabez  Jackson,  Hen- 
ry Johnson,  Joseph  Johnson,  Nathaniel  Jones, 
Keim,  Kemble,  Klingensmith,  Legare,  Leadbetter, 
Loomis,  Mallory,  Martin,  Maxwell,  McKay,  Ro- 
bert MeClellan,  Abraham  McClellan,  McClnre, 
Menefee,  Mercer,  Miller,  Mitchell,  Montgomery, 
Moore,  Morgan,  Noble,  Palmer,  Parmenter, 
Pani:«,  Paynter,  Pennybacker,  Petrikio,  Phelps, 
Plomer,  Pupe,  Potter,  Pratt,  John  H.  Premiss, 
Sei^eant  S.  Prentiss,  Riiey,  Richardson,  Rives, 
John  Robertson,  Rnmsey,  Augustine  H.  Shepperd, 
Charles  Shepard,  Sheplor,"  Soutbgate,  Spencer, 
Stanly,  Stuart,  Stone,  Sweaiingen,  Taliaferro,  Tay- 
lor, Thompson,  Titus,  Toucey,  Towns,  Tumey, 
Underwood,  Vail,  Vanderveer,  Albert  S.  White, 
/•hn  White,  Whittlesey,  Lewis   Williams,  Jared 


W.  Williams,  Jos.  L.  WiUiams,  Christopher  H. 
WUliams,  Word,  Worthington,  and  Yell— 132. 

NAYS^-Messrs.  Adams,  Alexander,  Heman 
Allen,  Aycrigg,  Bond,  Borden,  Briggs,  William  B. 
Calhoun,  Clark,  Cranston,  Darlington,  Davies, 
Dromgoole,  Evans,  Everett,  R.  Fletcher,  Isaac 
Fletcher,  Giddings,  Goods,  Grennell,  Halbtead, 
Hastings,  Henry,  Lincoln,  Samson  Mason,  Mc- 
Kennan,  Mathias  Morris,  Naylor,  Noyes,  Ogle, 
Peck,  Potts,  Putnam,  Rariden,  Randolph,  Ridgway, 
Edward  Robinson,  Russell,  Saltonstall,  John  Ser- 
geant, Sibley,  Slade,  Tillinghast,  and  Toland — 44. 
Mr.  EVERETT  then  moved  to  refer  that  portion 
of  the  resolutions  relating  only  to  the  resolution  of 
the  12th  of  December  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  DROMGOOLE  moved  to  lay  it  on  the  table, 
which  was  agreed  to  without  a  division. 

Petitions  and  memorials  were  then  called  for,  and 
were  presented  by 

Messrs.  SLADE,  FLETCHER,  and  ALLEN, 
of  Vermont. 

[Mr.  Allen  presented  the  petition  of  117  citi- 
zens of  St.  Albans,  in  Vermont,  for  the  recognition 
of  the  Republic  of  Hayti.  Also  the  petition  of  121 
citizens  of  St.  Albans,  in  Vermont,  for  the  aboli- 
tion of  slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia  and 
Territory  of  Florida,  and  to  prohibit  the  traffic  in 
slaves  between  the  States.  Also  the  petition  of 
120  citizens  of  St.  Albans,  in  Vermont,  against 
the  admission  of  any  new  State  into  the  Union 
whose  constitution  tolerates  slavery,  and  against 
the  annexation  of  Texas.] 

Messrs.  MARVIN,  RUSSELL,  BICKNELL, 
BEERS,  GALLUP,  NOBLE,  VANDERVEER, 
SPENCER,  KEMBLE,  GRANT,  CAMBRB- 
LENG,  McCLELLAN,  PRATT,  BRONSON, 
TAYLOR,  CLARKE,  EDWARDS,  MITCH- 
ELL, CHILDS,  PECK,  PUTNAM,  MOORE, 
BIRDSALL,  LOOMIS,  DE  GRAFF,HOFFMAN 
and  SIBLEY  of  New  York. 
•  [Mr.  Spbmcbr  presented  the  petition  of  43 
Whigs,  3  Democrats,  and  19  women,  of  the  town 
of  Bombay,  in  the  State  of  New  York,  for  the  abo- 
lition of  slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia j  also, 
against  the  admission  of  Texas;  also,  the  same 
persons'  petition  for  the  recognition  of  Hayti.  And, 
also,  the  petition  of  A.  C.  Brown,  and  about  100 
other  citizens  of  the  14th  Congressional  district  in 
the  State  of  New  York,  on  the  subject  of  our  neu- 
tral relations  with  Great  Britain.] 

[Mr.  McClellan  presented  the  petition  of  citi- 
zens of  Troy,  New  York,  praying  an  alteration  in 
the  rates  of  postage:  referred  to  5kt  Committee  on 
the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads.] 

[Mr.  Gallop  presented  the  memorial  of  John 
Preston,  an  octogenarian  and  soldier  of  the  Revo- 
lution, aged  83  years  and  88  days,  proposing  certain 
amendments  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
Stages,  embracing  a  plan  for  a  uniform  system  of 
banking  throughout  the  United  States.  Which  plan 
suggests  that  Congress  shall  determine  what  sum, 
in  dollars,  shall  be  necessary  to  carry  on  the  com- 
mercial adairs  of  the  United  States,  (say  |250,000,- 
000,)  and  that  such  sum,  when  so  determined  upon, 
shall  be  divided  among  the  several  States  and  the 
District  of  Columbia,  in  proportion  to  the  inhabi- 
tants of  each.  The  District  of  Columbia  to  have 
one  bank,  and  the  Legislatures  of  the  several  States 
to  determine  into  how  many  branches  their  respec- 
tive quotas  shall  be  divided.  That,  before  any 
bank  so  established  shall  enter  upon  the  business  of 
banking,  the  whole  amount  of  the  capital  stock  of 
such  bank  shall  be  paid  in,  in  gold  and  silver.  That 
no  bank  shall  issue,  or  keep  in  circulation,  more 
than  two  dollars  in  paper  for  one  dollar  in  specie 
actually  in  their  vaults;  aud  that  no  one  person  ^hall 
be  permitted  to  hold  or  own  more  than  fifty  shares 
of  ons  hundred  dollars  each,  and  that,  for  the  fur- 
ther security  of  the  billholders,  each  stockholder 
shall  mortgate  to  the  Treasurer  of  the  State  where 
ihe  bank  shall  be  located,  unincumbered  real  estate 
in  value  to  twice  the  amount  of  the  stock  held  by 
such  stockholder.  Also,  the  petition  of  Jonathan 
Jenkins,  A.  C.  Disbrow,  David  J.  D.  Verplanck 
and  others,  of  the  county  of  Albany,  praying  Con- 
gress to  pass  a  law  giving  to  all  Revolutionary  pen- 
sioners ninety-six  dollars  per  year,  without  reference 
to  the  time  served;  and  that  the  petition  of  these  pe- 


titioners and  others  upon  that  sabject,  prsaented  io 
this  House  at  its  last  session,  be  withdrawn  from  its 
files,  and  referred  with  this  petition:  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Revolntionary  Pensions.] 

[Mr.  BaoNsoN  presented  the  petition  of  43  men 
and  47  women  ot  Smithville,  Jefierson  county,  N. 
Y.  praying  Congress  to  abolish  slavery  and  the  slave 
trade  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  and  in  the  Ter- 
ritories where  it  exists,  and  to  exercise  the  constitu- 
tional power,  so  as  to  prohibit  the  domestic  slave 
trade.  Also,  another  petition  from  the  same  per- 
sons, praying  Congress  not  to  admit  any  new  State 
into  Che  Union,  whose  conslitotion  tolerates  slavery, 
and  to  reject  all  overtures  for  the  admisson  of 
Texas  into  the  Union.] 

[Mr.  Taylor  presented  the  petitions  of  Hiram 
Judson  and  142  others;  of  C.  N.  Weseott  and  30 
others;  and  of  Abram  Phillips  and  33  others,  inha- 
bitants of  the  county  of  Onondaga,  N.  Y.  praying 
for  a  repeal  or  modification  of  the  neutrality  law 
of  ihe  last  session  of  Congress.  Mr.  T.  presented 
the  petition  of  Joel  G.  Dawson  and  others  for  a 
mail  route  from  Eirkville,  Onondaga  county,  N. 
Y.  to  Bridgeport,  Madison  county.  Also  petitions 
from  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Lafayette,  N.  Y. 
for  the  abolition  of  slavery  in  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia, and  the  recognition  of  the  independence  of 
Hayti.] 

[Mr.  Pratt  presented  the  petitions  of  John  W. 
Wyckoff,  Ranson  Johason,  L.  A.  Hubbard,  J. 
Green,  Ashael  Whitcomb,  John  Groat,  and  Leban 
R.  Robinson;  which  were  severally  referred  to  the 
dmmittee  on  Invalid  Pensions.} 

[Mr.  De  Graff  presented  the  memorial  of  the 
representatives  of  Elbert  Anderson,  of  Mary  W. 
Thompson,  widow  and  devisee  of  the  late  Col. 
Alex.  R.  Thompson;  of  a  farmer,  from  Gover- 
neur,  in  favor  of  a  National  Bank;  of  Samael 
Belding  and  others,  praying  to  be  released  as  snre 
ties  for  the  late  Melaocton  W.  Bostwick,  a  purser 
in  the  navy,  who  was  lost  on  board  the  ship  of 
war  Bpervier,  foundered  at  sea.] 

[Mr.  Noble  presented  the  memorial  of  about  800 
citizens  of  the  county  of  Cayuga,  New  York,  pray- 
ing the  repeal  or  modification  of  the  jieutrality  law 
of  the  last  session  of  Congress;  and,  also,  that  some 
action  may  be  had  by  Congress  in  relation  to  the 
destruction  of  the  steamboat  Caroline  at  Schlosser.] 

Messrs.  STRATTON,  AYCRIGG,  RAN- 
DOLPH, HALSTED,  and  YORKE,  of  New 
Jersey. 

Messrs.  SERGEANT,  POTTS,  NAYLOR, 
McKENNAN,  KEIM,  PLUMER,  HENRY, 
SHEFFBR,  BEATTY,  M.  MORRIS,  BUCHA- 
NAN, T0L4ND,  and  PETRIKIN,  of  Penn- 
sylvania. 

[Mr.  Srkffbr  presented  the  petition  of  Hezekiah 
Vanarsdal  and  71  other  voters  of  Adams  county, 
Pennsylvania,  praying  for  the  aboliiii>n  of  slavery 
and  the  slave  trade  in  the  District  of  Columbia. 
Also,  the  petition  of  James  McAllister  and  32  other 
citizens  of  the  same  county  and  State,  praying  for 
the  like  object.  Also,  the  petition  of  Joel  Wier- 
man  and  53  other  citizens  of  the  same  county  and 
State,  praying  for  the  immediate  abolition  of 
slavery  and  the  slave  trade  in  the  said  District. 
Also,  the  petition  of  Phebe  Wright  and  60  other 
women  of  the  aforesaid  county,  praying  for  the 
like  object.  Which  several  petitions,  under  the  or- 
der of  the  House,  were  severally  laid  on  the  table.] 

[Mr.  Henry  presented  the  petition  of  127  inhabi- 
tants of  Mercer  county,  Pennsylvania,  praying  for 
the  abolition  of  slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia 
and  Territories,  and  also  the  slave  trade.  Also 
the  petition  of  a  number  of  citizens  of  South  Bea- 
cr  township,  Beaver  county,  Pennsylvania,  praying 
Congress  to  abolish  slavery  in  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia, and  the  slave  trade,  and  against  the  ad- 
mission of  any  new  State,  the  constitution  of  which 
tolerates  slavery.  Also  the  remonstrance  of  a 
number  of  citizens  of  Chippewa  township,  Beaver 
county,  Pennsylvania,  against  the  admission  of  any 
new  State  into  the  Union,  the  constitution  of  which 
tolerates  stavery,and  to  reject  all  applications  for  the 
annexation  of  Te/as  into  the  Union.  Also  the  pe- 
tition of  a  number  of  citizens  from  the  same  place, 
praying  to  abolish  slavery  in  the  District  oi  Co- 
lumbia and  Territory  of  Florida.  Also  the  petir 
tion  of  a  number  of  the  citizens  of  Beaver  and 
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Butler  ooanties,  praying  Gongren  to  abolish  slave- 
ry and  the  slave  trade  in  the  District  of  Ck>lambia. 
Also  the  petition  of  a  naml^r  of  citizens  of  Bea- 
rer and  Batler  counties,  praying  Congress  to 
abolish  slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia  and  all 
the  Territories.  Also  the  remonstrance  of  a  num- 
ber of  dtizeos  of  Beaver  and  Butler  counties, 
against  the  admission  of  any  new  State  into  the 
Union  that  tolerates  Slavery.] 

[Mr.  M.  Morris  presented  fifteen  petitions  with 
551  signatures,  367  of  women  and  184  of  men,  of 
Bucks  county,  Pa.  five -of  which  petitions  were 
against  the  annexation  of  Texas  to. the  United 
States;  four  against  the  inter-Slate  slave  trade;  five 
for  the  abolition  of  slavery  and  the  slave  trade  in 
the  District  of  Columbia  and  the  Territories;  and 
one  praying  that  the  resolution  **  abridging  the  in- 
valuable right  of  petition,*'  may  be  immediately 
rescinded;  one  of  which  petitions  also  prays  that 
the  petition  may  be  referred  to  a  select  commit- 
tee,  and  that  the  undersigned  may  be  heard  in 
person  or  by  counsel;  all  which  were  laid  upon 
the  table.] 

[Mr.  BiCKNKLL  presented  the  petition  of  Gerrit 
ISimith  and  85  males,  Ann<;.  Smith  and  86  females 
jof  the  town  of  Smiihfiekl,  and  county  of  Madison, 
Stale  of  New  York,  praying  that  Congress  may  act 
as  mediator  between  France  and  Mexico,  and  for 
other  purposes.  On  his  motion,  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Foreign  Afiairs.] 

[Mr.  Hammond  presented  the  petition  of  Major 
J.  Plympton,  and  other  officers  of  the  line  of  the 
army,  asking  to  be  placed  upon  an  equal  footing 
with  the  several  stafi"  corps:  referred  to  the  Commit- 
on  Military  Affairs.] 

[Mr.  Petrikin  presented  the  petition  of  Eve 
Haas,  widow  of  a  Revolutionary  soldier,  praying 
for  a  pension:  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revo- 
lutionary Pensions.] 

[Mr.  KiiM  presented  the  petition  of  Abraham 
N.  Breevort,  an  officer  in  the  marine  service  of  the 
United  IStates,  asking  a  pension Jor  certain  disa- 
bilities received  in  the  discharge  of  his  duties  in 
that  service:  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Invalid 
Pensions.  Algo  the  petition  of  Edward  D.  Tippeti, 
asking  the  payment  of  a  claim  for  military  services 
rendered  to  the  United  States:  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Claims.] 

[Mr.  PLtTMsa  presented  the  petition  of  Sarah 
Atldnson  and  others,  prajring  that  the  executors  of 
Thomas  Atkinson,  deceased,  be  discharged  from 
the  payment  of  a  judgment  in  favor  of  the  United 
States,  against  the  executors  of  Thomas  Atkinson 
and  otheiB,  sureties  of  Richard  Bean,  collector  of 
the  internal  revenue:  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
the  Judiciary.  Also,  the  petition  of  Debora  Bowen, 
mother  of  Benjamin  Hillman,  who  died  in  the  ser- 
vice of  his  country  during  the  late  war,  praying  for 
a  tract  of  land:  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Private 
Xjind  Claims.  Also,  the  petition  of  JamesCooe,fora 
pension:  referred  the  Committee  on  Invalid  Pen- 
sions. Also,  the  petition  of  the  Hon.  C.  Rowe, 
asking  compensation  for  services  rendered,  and 
money  loaned  the  United  States  Government  by  his 
father,  a  soldier  of  the  Revolution:  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims.] 

Mcssre.  JENIFER,  W.  C.  JOHNSON,  and 
HOWARD,  of  Maryland. 

Messrs.  BOULDIN,  COLES.  MORGAN,  TA- 
LIAFERRO, and  MERCER,  of  Virginia. 

Messrs.  BYNUM,  MONTGOMERY,  DEBER- 
RY,  and  STANLY,  of  North  Carolina. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON,  of  South  Carolina. 

Mr.  CLEVELAND,  of  Georgia. 

[Mr.  Cleveland  presented  the  petition  of  the  re- 
presentatives of  Captain  John  Jackson,  late  of  the 
revenue  Fervice  of  the  United  Slates,  praying  for 
a  pension:  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs.] 

M-s<rs.  UNDERWOOD,  GRAVES,  and  ME 
NEFEE,  01  Kentucky. 

Me.^rs.  STONE,  BELL,  C.  H.  WILLIAMS, 
and  the  SPEAKER,  of  Tennessee. 

[Mr.  Stone  presented  the  petition  of  Wm.  J3 
Arnett,  and  50  other  citizens  of  the  State  of  Alaba- 
ma, praying  Congress  may  grant  to  said  Arnett  80 
acres  of  lai^,  in  consequence  of  his  afflicted  situa- 
tion, occasioned  by  a  wound  received  whilst  fight- 
imfi  the  battles  of  his  country,  at  the  plains  of  New 


Orleans,  in  the  memorable  battle  of  the  6th  of  Ja- 
nuary, 1615.] 

Messrs.  MASON,  CHANEY,  ALEXANDER, 
HARPER,  COFFIN,  ALLEN,  RIDOWAY, 
DUNCAN,  GOODE,  HUNTER,  GIDDINGS, 
BOND,  LEADBETTBR,  SWEARINQEN,  and 
SHEPLOR,  of  Ohio. 

[Petitions  were  presented  by  Mr.  Allcn  as  fol- 
lows: For  the  modification  of  the  neutrality  law, 
and  in  relation  to  the  destruction  of  the  steamboat 
Caroline,  from  R.  Smith  and  others,  A.  Badgerand 
others,  D.  B.  Simmons  and  others,  J.  H.  Jones  and 
others,  A.  Pardee  and  others,  John  Willson 
and  others,  J.  C.  Bunting  and  othera,  and 
W.  8.  Merrill  and  others.  In  relation  to  sla- 
very in  the  District  of  Columbia,  and  the 
slave  trade,  from  Charles  Cartle  and  others,  Abra- 
ham Conyne  and  others,  J.  W.  Weld  and  others, 
Sarah  S.  Wade  and  ethers,  and  Halscy  Hurlbert, 
and  others.  From  S.  Woolverton  and  others,  of 
Cleveland,  Ohio,  praying  for  the  construction  of  a 
steam  cutter  on  Lake  Erie.  And  sundry  petitions 
from  Cuyahoga  and  Portage  counties,  Ohio,  for  a 
mail  route  from  Wiiloughby  to  Twinsbnig.] 

IMr.  RiDGW AT  presented  a  memorial  from  Lewis 
Howard,  setting  forth  that,  by  reason  of  his  great 
bodily  fatigue,  during  his  different  terms  of  service 
in  the  late  war,  he  contracted  a  disease  in  his  limbs 
that  almost  entirely  unfitted  him  for  any  common 
laboV,  and,  therefore,  he  is  wholly  destitute  of  the 
means  of  support  for  himself  and  family.  He, 
therefore,  prays  that  his  name  may  be  placed  on  the 
rolls  of  the  United  States  for  life,  on  such  terms  as 
Congress  may  deem  equitable  and  just;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Invalid  Pensions. 
Also,  the  petition  and  papers  connected  with  the 
same  of  John  Kelly,  of  Columbus,  Ohio,  who  ap- 
plies to  Congress  to  make  him  compensation  for 
taking  Richard  H.  White,  and  his  brother,  Henry 
H.  While,  and  delivering  them  up  to  the  public  au- 
thorities ai  Washington  city,  and  for  other  services 
connected  therewith;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Commitiee  of  Claims.] 

[Mr.  HARPEa  presented  the  petition  of  Anson 
Clark  and  €9  males;  and  Sebra  Everett  and  54  fe- 
males, of  Hartford  and  vicinity,  in  the  county  of 
Licking  in  Ohio,  remonstrating  against  the  annexa- 
tion of  Texas  to  the  United  States.]    ' 

[Mr.  Coffin  presented  the  petitions  of  1 10  males 
and  56  females  of  Carrol  county,  Ohio;  of  109 
males  and  57  bthers,  females,  of  said  county; 
of  121  males  and  59  females  of  said  county;  also, 
of  52  males  and  42  females  of  the  county  of  Co- 
lumbiana, Ohio;  12  males  and  6  females,  and 
of  49  males  of  said  county,  for  the  abolition 
of  slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  and  the  pro- 
hibition of  the  slave  trade  between  the  States;  and 
of  5  men,  praying  that  the  resolution  of  the  present 
session  in  relation  to  similar  petitions,  may  be  re- 
scinded.] 

Mr.  GARLAND  of  Louisana. 

Mr.  G.  also  gave  notice  that  he  would  on  to- 
morrow ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  for  taking 
the  nelEt  census  of  the  United  States. 

Messrs.  HEROD,  RARIDEN,  DUNN,  EW- 
INQ,  WHITE,  and  GRAHAM  of  Indiana. 

[Mr.  White  presented  the  petition  of  sundry 
citizens  of  Porter  and  Lake  ccunties,  Indiana,  pray- 
ing that  the  bene6ts  of  the  pre-emption  act  may  be 
extended  to  the  settlers  upon  lands  reserved  from 
sale  on  aoconnt  of  the  canal  land  claim  of  In- 
diana: referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 
Petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  La  Porte  coun- 
ty, Indiana,  for  the  improvement  of  the  harbor  at 
New  Cuffalo.  Remonstrance  of  citizens  of  the 
town  and  county  of  Milwaukie,  (Wisconsin,) 
against  the  confirmation  of  certain  land  titles  to 
Levantau  and  others:  referred  to  the'  Committee 
on  Private  Land  Claims,  and  ordered  that  former 
remonstrance  on  same  subject  be  taken  fVom  the 
table  andieferred  to  same  committee.  Also  a  com- 
munication from  the  clerk  of  the  district  court  of 
the  United  Stales,  for  the  southern  disiricl  of  New 
York,  upon  the  subject  of  filing  transcripts  of  jndg- 
menls  with  the  clerks  of  the  Supreme  Court  of 
that  State:  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Ju- 
diciary.] 

[Mr.  RiRiDXN  presented  the  petition  of  citizens 
of  Dekalb  and  Noble  counties,  in  Indiana,  of  Wil- 


liams oouaty,  Ohio,  for  a  mail  route.  Alio  the » 
tition  of  citiiens  of  Dekalb  for  a  mail  route  ttm. 
NeW^RocheMer  via  Hixwell,  Auburn,  Aoga^ 
te  Sparta.  Also  the  petition  of  citizens  of  Wayne 
county,  Indiana,  for  the  abolition  of  slaTery  in  the 
District  of  Columbia,  and  against  the  aaauBtioii 
of  Texas.] 

[Mr.  HcaoD  prsented  a  memorial  and  joint  re- 
solutions from  the  Legislature  of  Indiana,  on  tbe 
subject  of  the  Cumberland  Road;  which  were  refer- 
red to  a  Committee  on  the  Union,  before  vUd 
the  bill  for  that  object  now  is,  and  moved  that 
they  be  printed,  which  was  agreed  to.] 

[Mr.  Qua  HAM  presented  the  petition  of  JaiMi 
Fisher   and  27   other  citizens  of  Jenning  oonn* 
ty,  Indiana,     praying  Congress  to  establish  t 
mail  route  from  Roekford,  in  Jackson  county,  m 
Reddtngton,    Azalia,   Scipio    and   Westport,  to 
Greeosburg,  in  Decatur   county:  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads.  Aho^ 
the  petition  of  204  citistens  of  Jefiferson  and  SeoB 
counties,  Indiana,  praying  the  abolition  of  slavery 
in  the  District  of  Columbia,  and  the  Territories  i 
the  United  Stales;  to  regulate  the  slave  trade  anoag 
the  States,  and  against  the  annexation  of  Texas  to 
the  United  States.    Also,  the  petition  of  57  ciiizev 
of  Jefferson  county,  Indiana,  protesting  againtt  the 
admission  of  any  new  State  into  the  Union  whose 
constitution  tolerates  domestic  slavery,  andagaintf 
the  annexation  of  Texas.    AIsq,  the  petition  of  98 
inhabitants  of  Jefferson  county,  Indiana,  piajnof 
Congress  to  regulate  the  slave  uade  among  the 
States.    Also,  the  petition  of  28  inhabitants  ef  Jcf* 
ferson  county,  Indiana,  praying  the  abolition  of  sit* 
very  in  the  District  of  Columbia.    Also,  the  peli* 
tion  of  29  inhabitants  of  Jefferson  connty,  Indttaa, 
protesting  against  the  admission  of  any  new  State  in* 
to  this  Union  whose  constitution  tolerates  sUvery«tti4 
against  ihe  annexation  cf  Texas  to  the  United  Staio. 
Also,  the  petition  of  43  inhabitants  of  Jeffcnoi 
county,  Indiana,  praying  the  inunediate  abolilifla 
ofslavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia.    Al»,^ 
petidon  of  4  inhabitants  of  Jefferson  couaty,  btt- 
ana,  praying  ihe  immediate'  abolition  of  iraificja 
slaves.    Also,  the  petition  of  17  inhabitants  « 
Clark  county,  lad.  praying  that  the  traffic  in  slaTll 
be  immediately  abolished.    Also,  the  petition  4 
14  inhabitants  of  Clark  county,  Indiana,  prote«> 
ing  against  the  admission  of  any  new  Suite  who* 
constitution  tolerates  slavery,  and  against  the  Mr 
nexation  of  Texas.    Also,  the  petition  of  5  eifi- 
zens  of  Clark  county,  Indiana,  praying  the  inae- 
diate  abolition  of  slavery  and  the  slave  trade  in  the 
District  of  Columbia.] 

[Mr.  Graham  of  Indiana  presented  the  ytmM 
of  Almon  Baldwin  and  350  citizens  of  the  Stam 
bordering  en  the  Ohio  river,  praying  Congress  to 
take  measures  for  the  construction  of  an  addition* 
canal  around  the  falls  of  the  Ohio,  on  the  Indiittt 
side  of  the  river;  which  was  referred  to  the  C9»' 
mittee  on  Roads  and  Canals.] 

Mr.  WORD  of  Mississippi. 

Mr.  CASEY  of  Illinois. 

[Mr.  Casey  presented  joint  resolutions  of  the 
Legislature  of  the  Stale  of  Illinois,  iuitrucung  th^ 
Senators,  and  requesting  their  ReprcscnUti?cs,to«J 
their  best  exertions  to  procure  an  appropriation  w 
ficieni  to  put  all  the  unsurveyed  lands  in  the  M 
of  Illinois  under  immediate  contract,  and  ^^^^ 
urge  on  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Im 
Office  the  necessity  of  prompt  attention  to  this  sw 
jecl,  in  order  that  the  numerous  settlers  thewj 
may  tje  enabled  to  purchase  the  land  on  which tl(| 
reside.  Also,  resolutions  of  said  Legislature,  ij 
structing  their  delegation  in  Congress  to  procuTM 
the  present  session  of  Congress,  the  passagewj 
law  by  that  body,  establishing  a  permanent  sy^ 
of  pre-emption  rights,  by  which  the  actual 
upon  the  lands  of  the  Government  of  the ' 
States,  shall  have  the  exclusive  privilege 
chasing  at  Congress  price  any  quarter  s«ctifla« 
land  upon  which  he  may  have  made  an  impWJ 
ment.  Also,  that  they  use  their  exertions  to  pn 
cure  the  passage  of  a  law  providing  that  the  pi 
lie  lands  hereafter  be  sold  in  limited  quantm 
actual  settlers  only,  and  that  a  reaaonabieq 
be  allowed  such  settlers  to  pay  for  the. sill 
which,  on  his  motion,  was  laid  on  the  tahfeiji 
ordered  to  be  printed.    Mr.  C.  also  j^teaea^M 
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kf  otber  pedtioiis,  whieh  were  nfenred  to  tbe  ap- 

{iropriale  eommittees.] 
Mesns.  LTON  and  CRABB  of  Alabamft. 
Messrs.  HARRISON  and  MILLER  of  Mia* 
loort 

[Mr.  Hinutoir  preseatecl  the  petitions  of,  Map- 
tin  Tliomas,  praying  the  allowanee  of  a  claim 
tgtinst  the  Govemae&t,  ascertained  and  allowed 
lif  ajary;  of  Riehaid  B.  Bmmfield,  piaying  that 
lie  may  be  allowed  the  five  yean'  half  pay  allowed 
the  widow  and  children  of  diose  kilted  in  battle;  of 
Joseph  Barclay,  asking  an  appropriation  of  money 
aid  land  dae  him  for  his  eerriees  as  a  soldier  in 
iie  late  war  with  Great  Britain;  of  Noah  Coil,  that 
be  may  be  allowed  to  make  a  change  of  his  entry 
ef  land;  of  Pierre  A.  La  Foige,  praying  the  pas- 
nge  of  a  law  authorizing  him  to  locate  certain  land 
cenifieaten  of  Samuel  GHadn^,  for  a  pre-emption; 
of  John  Cole,  for  a  preemption;  of  James  Jonr- 
aey,  for  the  confirmation  of  a  priTate  land  claim.] 

[Mr.  Miller  presented  the  following  petitions 
lid  papers,  wiz:  the  petition  of  John  Ward  and 
elbers,  of  the  State  of  Missouri,  asking  the  passage 
of  a  law  authorizing  the  importation  (free  of  daty) 
of  the  matftrials  necessary  for  the  constrnction  of 
ivo  iron  steamboafs  for  the  navigatton  of  the  Mi»- 
soari  river:  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Com- 
■etee.    The  memorial  of  the  Mayor  and  Board  of 
Aldermen  of  the  city  of  St.  Louis,  a^ing  an  appro* 
idatioB  for  the  improvenient  of  the  harbor  of  St 
Loois:  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means.    Also,  additional  papers  belonging  to  tlie 
daim  ef  Lewis  Bissell,  now  on  the  files  of  the 
aoose,  and  heretofore  referred  to  the  Committee 
or  Claims.      And  additional  papers  belonging  to 
fee  daim  of  Isaac  Rotamd,  now  on  the  files  of  this 
Hoosp,  and  heretofore  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Qatms] 
Mr.  YELL  of  Arkansas. 
[Mr.  Tkll  presented  th^  petition  of  snndij  eiti- 
leas  of  Arkansas,  praying  a  change  of  the  military 
road- on  the  frontier,  so  as  to  pass  within  the  State 
of  Arkansas:  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Mili- 
tary Affairs.  Also,  the  petition  of  Col.  J.M.  Vare, 
and  other  officers  of  Fort  Towson,  praying  that  the 
oflteers  of  the  line  of  the  army  may   be  placed 
«poa  an  equal  footing  with  the  stafi*  of  the  same 
mde,  Ac:  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs.    Abo,  the  petition  of  James  W.  Spiny 
and  others,  praying  for  the  right  of  pre-emption  to 
certain  lands  in  the  State  of  Arkansas:  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands.      Also,  a  me- 
morial from  the  Ark«isas  Legislature,  praying  an 
appropriation  to  open  the  Arkansas  riren  referred 
to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means.      Also,  a 
awmorial  from  the  Arkansas  Legislature,  praying 
aa  appropriation  to  complete  the   Memphis  and 
litde  Rock  road:  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Bonds  and  Canals.] 

Mr.  CRARY  of  Michigan. 
\Mr.  GaiRT  presented  the  following  petitions: 
Of  E.  A.  Tbeller,  setting  forth  that  he  is  an 
Irishman  by  birth,  bat  has  long  been  a  ci- 
Haea  of  the  United  States;  that  in  1838  he  en- 
gaged in  the  struggle  for  Canadian  liberty,  was 
eqKured  in  the  province  of  Upper  Canada,  taken 
toTofonto,  tried,  condemned  and  sentenced  for 
treason,  on  the  ground  "that  no  subject  of 
It  Britain  can  ever  expatriate  himself."  He 
appeals  to  Congress  for  the  passage  of  a  law, 
the  adoption  of  measures,  that  will  gire  natu- 
nl  ced  citizens  the  same  protection  as  is  given  to 
^^  of  naiive  birth.  Also,  a  petition  for  a  mail 
from  Jonesrille  to  Lafayette;  fortheimpreve- 
of  Che  harbor  at  the  mouth  of  North  Black 
tr;  for  the  improvement  of  the  harbor  at  Fort 
~  1«  b;  of  E.  f.  Doane,  for  liberty  to  relocate  an 
mere  lot  of  land;  for  the  division  of  the 
River  Und  district;  for  a  mail  route  from 
tag  Arbor  to  Moscow.] 
Ir.  DOTY,  of  Wisconsin. 
'?Mr.  CHAPMAN,  of  Iowa. 

WH ITTLESEY,  of  Connecticnt. 

UNDERWOOD,  on  leave,  submitted  the 

resolution,  which  was  read  and  agreed  to; 

\  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be 

inform  this  House  whether  any,  and  if 

kind  of  funds  have  been  fufnished  Wil- 

Woodraff,  peflsion  agoit  fof  the  Stale  oi 


Arkansas,  for  the  |wyment  of  pensions  since  the 
suspension  of  specie  payments  by  the  banks  in 
May,  1837;  and  that  the  Commissioner  of  Pensions 
be  directed  to  furnish  this  Hoose  with  copies  of  the 
correspondence  between  himself  and  said  Wood- 
ruff, in  the  years  1837  and  1838,  upon  the  subject 
of  the  funds  furnished  the  latter  for  the  payment  of 
pensionfl. 

Mr.  STANLY,  on  leave,  submitted  the  follow- 
ing resolution,  which  was  read  and  agreed  to: 

Ri$olv€df  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
communicate  to  this  House  what  amount  of  gold 
and  silver  has  beeu  coined  at  the  branch  mint  in 
Charlotte,  North  Carolina,  since  it  has  been  in  ope- 
ration, specifying  how  much  has  been  coined  each 
year,  and,  also,  what  has  been  the  annual  expense 
of  the  branch  mint;  and  that  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  be  also  requested  to  inform  this  Hoose 
what  amount  will  be,  as  near  as  can  be  estimated, 
necessary  for  additional  expense  of  machinery, 
or  of  persons  to  be  employed,  if  a  law  shall  be 
passed  directing  the  coinage  of  small  change  at  the 
branch  mint  in  North  Carolina,  as  desired  by  the 
Legislature  of  North  Carolina. 

Mr.  DOWNING,  on  leave,  submitted  the  follow- 
ing resolution,  which  was  read  and  agreed  to: 

JUmdved,  That  the  Committee  on  Roads  and  Ca- 
nals inquire  into  the  expediency  of  making  appro- 
priation ?  for  repairing  the  following  military  roads 
in  Florida:  From  Jacksonville,  by  Nassau  Court 
House,  to  Waterman^  Bluff,  on  St.  Mary^  river; 
from  Jacksonville,  by  Black  Creek,  to  Newville. 

Mr.  CHAPMAN  of  Iowa  submitted  the  follow- 
ing resolution,  which  was  read  and  agreed  to: 

JZefoleed,  That  the  drawing  accompanying  the 
report  of  the  survey  of  the  boondary  line  between 
the  State  of  Missouri  and  the  Territory  of  Iowa,  be 
printed  imder  the  direction  of  Uie  Topographical 
Bureau.  

On  motion  of  Mr.  WHITTLESEY, 

The  House  adjourned  till  11  o^clock. 


IN  SENATE, 
TuKSOAT,  February  5, 1839. 

A  number  of  bills  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives were  read  twice,  and  referred  to  the  ap- 
propriate committees. 

The  PRESIDENT  presented  a  communication 
from  the  Secretary  of  War,  transmitting  a  general 
return  of  the  militia  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  WALL  presented  the  credentials  of  the 
Hon.  Samuel  L.  Soutraro,  elected  by  the  Legisla- 
ture of  New  Jersey  a  Senator  from  that  State  for 
six  years  from  the  4th  of  March  next;  which  were 
read. 

Mr.  PIERCE  presented  the  memorial  o(  Col. 
Many,  and  other  officers  of  ihe  line  of  the  army, 
stationed  at  Fort  Jesup. 

Mr.  P.  said,  before  taking  the  question  on  the 
reference,  he  desired  to  ask  for  this  memorial  the 
early  consideration  of  the  committee  to  which  it 
would  be  appropriately  referred,  and,  for  a  few 
minutes,  the  attention  of  the  Senate  at  this  time.  The 
memorial  referred  to  a  subject  which  was  discussed 
to  some  extent  here  at  the  lai^t  session,  and  on 
which  he  believed  there  wa.«,  at  that  time,  hardly  a 
difference  of  opinion,  viz:  the  rtlatwe  pay  of  the  of- 
ficers of  the  line  of  the  army  and  the  staff.  The 
ariny  bill  of  the  last  session,  so  called,  did  not  at- 
tract the  attention  of  Senators  generally,  until  a  very 
late  period  of  its  progress;  and  you  will  remember, 
sir,  under  what  circumstmces  the  little  discussion 
which  it  had  here  took  place;  it  was  at  a  stage 
wh^n  it  could  not  be  amended;  ii  must  be  taken  as 
a  whole,  as  it  was  presented,  or  be  lost. 

He  thought  he  was  warranted  in  saying,  that  it  owed 
its  passage  to  these  circumstances:  the  unquiet 
slate  alonsr  the  whole  line  of  your  frontier— East- 
ern, Northern,  and  Southern — the  supposed  hostile 
disposition  of  the  Indians  west  of  the  Mississip- 
pi— and  the  fact  that  it  included  among  tts  pro- 
visinns  one  for  the  increase  of  the  admitted  in- 
competent and  insufficient  force  of  the  rank  and 
file  of  the  army  of  four  thousand  five  htmdrvd  men. 
Some  of  the  provisions  of  that  bill,  it  is  notorious, 
found  no  favor  in  this  Senate;  but,  strong  as  were 
the  objections  to  the  bill,  some  of  which  he  at- 
tempted at  that  time  to  slate,  he  had  no  disposition 
to  notice  now  any  except  the  one  particularly 


alluded  to  in  the  memorial.  It  was  known  to  the 
Senate,  but  it  might  not  be  generally  known,  that  a 
colonel  in  the  staff,  stationed  permanently  in  this 
city,  received  twenty-five  dollars  per  month  more 
than  an  officer  of  the  same  grade,  exposed,  not  only 
to  all  the  dangers  and  hardships  of  the  field,  but  to 
the  extra  expenses  incident  to  frequent  changes  of 
station  and  service.  The  same  disparity  was  true 
of  the  lieutenant  colonels,  and  still  more  with  regard 
to  captains.  The  young  officers  who  have  been 
promoted  to  this  rank  in  the  staff  receive  ifiS  per 
month,  f430  per  year,  more  than  the  veterans  in 
the  line;  one  of  whom,  at  least,  up  to  the  last  ses- 
sion of  Congress,  had  served,  and  widi  the  highest 
credit  as  an  officer,  since  1808,  said  at  that  time  to 
be  the  oldest  captain  in  the  world.  How  this 
might  be  he  knew  not,  but  there  were  a  multitude 
of  old  and  meritorious  officers  in  that  grade,  officers 
who  had  done  sufficient  service  to  warrant  them  ia 
protesting  against  this  unjust  distinction  in  favor  of 
those  who  were  in  their  childhood  when  they 
were  fighting  the  battles  of  their  country,  during  the 
late  war  with  Great  Britain. 

His  main  object  in  saying  a  word  on  the  presen« 
tation  of  the  memorial,  was  to  place  it  in  a  true 
light,  and  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Senate  to  its 
honorable  tone  and  spirit.  The  officers  of  the 
line  of  the  army  were  not  here  begdng  for  an  in- 
crease of  pay;  they  preferred  no  claim,  but  respect- 
fully asked  what  was  respectively  and  substantially 
right.  He  could  not  so  perfectly  do  justice  to  them, 
as  by  readme  from  their  memorial.  After  setting 
forth  the  operation  of  the  bill  of  the  last  session, 
the  memorialists  say: 

"  Now  we  hope  your  honorable  bodies  will  un- 
derstand distinctly,  that  it  is  not  the  amount  of 
compensation  conferred  to  which  we  advert,  but  it 
is  the  distinction  which  this  act  makes  in  favor  of 
those  particular  departments  of  service;  and  which, 
as  it  degrades  us  in  the  scale  of  military  worthi- 
ness, we  pray  your  honorable  bodies  to  remove.'* 

It  is  the  diisUnction,  the  invidious  and  unjust  dis- 
tinction, of  which  the  officers  of  the  line  complain, 
not  the  amount  of  oompensation.  No,  sir,  although 
they  have  stood  on  the  same  footing  in  relation  to 
pay  since  1791,  (rations  only  excepted,)  while  you 
have  increased  the  pay  of  the  navy,  of  the  clerks 
in  your  different  bureaus,  of  the  staff,  and  indeed 
I  believe  of  all  your  officers,  with  this  single  ex- 
ception, tftey  would  probably  have  remained  si- 
lent, but  for  this  cause,  which,  in  my  judgment, 
makes  it  their  duty  to  address  you. 

One  or  two  other  paragraphs  from  their  memo- 
rial. 

"The  operation  of  the  act  of  the  5ih  of  July  last, 
has  bsen  to  give  the  officers  of  the  staff  corps  a  ve- 
ry remarkable  and  unequal  rate  of  promotion  and 
compensation,  when  compared  with  that  of  the  of- 
ficers of  the  line.'' 

'*If  there  were  good  reasons,  growing  out  of  their 
particular  duties  or  stations,  for  the  marked  differ- 
ence in  their  favor,  we  should  rejoice  that  the  libe- 
rality of  the  G«)vernment  had  been  extended  to 
them;  but  the  facts  on  those  points  are  c'irectly  in 
opposition  to  the  bounty  which  has  been  be- 
stowed." 

They  say  a  very  remarkable  and  unequal  rate 
of  promotion,  as  well  as  compensation,  has  been 
bestowed  upon  the  staff.  The  probable  tardiness  of 
promotion  in  the  staff  corps  has  sometimes  been 
urged  as  a  reason  for  additional  pay — ^singularly 
urged.  The  statement  of  the  memorial  is  correct. 
The  officers  in  the  staff  department  have,  by  the  ve- 
ry operation  of  the  bill  of  the  1a«t  session,  obtained 
more  promotion  than  they  would  probably  have  ob- 
tained in  the  line  of  the  army,  if  they  had  remained 
there  till  they  were  sixty  years  old.  Ara  I  not  cor- 
rect? Let  me  give  an  illustration.  There  was  an 
officer  prcmoted  in  the  staff,  by  the  operation  of  the 
bill  of  last  se!<sion,  who  is  now  a  full  colonel,  with 
the  rank  of  brigadier  general,  who  was  a  lieutenant 
in  1818.  A  meritorious  and  worthy  officer,  he  be- 
li'Tpd;  but  where  would  he  hare  found  his  rank  in 
the  line  of  the  army,  had  he  remained  there?  Cer- 
tainly not  higher  than  the  grade  of  captain. 

So  far  as  he  was  capable  of  judging,  c  very  state- 
ment and  deduction  in  this  memorial  was  literally 
correct.  The  complaints  were  just,  and  deserve  our 
considermtion.  If  you  will  not  level  up,  level  down. 
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There  can  be  no  doabt  that  the  distinction,  if  anj 
be  made,  should  be  in  favor  of  the  officers  of  the 
line;  bat  all  they  ask  is  equality,  and  this  is  demand- 
ed alike  by  every  consideration  of  jastice  and 
policy. 

The  memorial  was  then  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Military  Affairs. 

Mr.  SMITH  of  Indiana  presented  petitions,  nn- 
meroQsly  signed,  by  citizens  of  Stenben  and  De- 
kalb connties,  Indiana,  and  of  Branch  and  Hills- 
dale oonnties,  Michigan,  on  the  subject  of  post 
roads. 

Mr.  S.  said,  previous  to  making  any  disposition 
of  the  petitions,  he  desired  to  ask  the  chairman  of 
the  committee  whether  it  was  the  intention  of  the 
committee  to  act  on  the  subject  at  the  present  ses- 
sion. 

Mr.  ROBINSON,  chairman  of  the  committee, 
said  it  was  not.  The  Department  was  not  la  a 
condition  to  make  any  new  routes  at  the  present 
session. 

Mr.  SMITH  said  he  would  ask  to  lay  the  peti- 
tions and  plats  upon  the  table,  to  be  referred  and 
acted  upon  at  the  next  session;  which  was  ordered. 

Mr.  LINN,  on  leave,  and  in  pursuance  of  notice 
given,  introduced  a  bill  to  authorize  the  Washing- 
ton County  Turnpike  Company,  of  Missouri,  lo 
oonstruct  a  road  o?er  the  public  lands;  which  was 
read  twice,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Roads 
and  Canals. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  presented  the  petition  of 
Mary  B.  Shaw  and  executors  of  John  E.  Shaw; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs. 

Mr.  HUBBARD,  from  the  Committee  on 
Claims,  to  which  was  referred 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Nathaniel  Mitchell; 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  John  C.  Alexander;  and 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  William  Colt  and  Wm. 
Dcnaldson; 

Reported  the  same  without  amendment,  and  with 
a  recommendation  in  favor  of  their  passage. 

Mr.  H.  asked  that  the  Committee  on  Claims  be 
dischaiiged  from  the  further  consideration  of  the 
act  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  Murray,  and  that  it 
be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs; 
which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  H.  also,  from  the  same  committee,  to  which 
the  act  for  the  relief  of  Daniel  Snyder,  and  the  act 
for  the  relief  of  Ebenezer  Lobdell  were  referred^ 
reported  the  same  without  amendment,  with  a  re- 
commendation that  they  do  not  pass. 

Mr.  H.  from  the  same  committee,  asked  to  be 
discharged  from  the  further  consideration  of  the 
mamorial  of  William  Walls,  and  the  petition  of 
Nicholas  Buckner;  which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  PIERCE,  from  the  Committee  on  Pensions, 
asked  that  it  be  discharged  from  the  further  con- 
sideration of  the  petition  of  George  McCall,  and 
that  the  petitioner  have  leave  to  withdrawn  his 
papers;  which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  P.  alvo,  from  the  same  committee,  to  which 
was  referred  the  memorials  of  Andrew  Bean, 
widow  of  James  B.  Stafford,  James  Parker,  widow 
of  Samuel  Rogers,  and  Azariah  Webb,  severally, 
a^ked  to  be  discharged  from  the  further  considera- 
tion thereof;  which  was  agreed  lo. 

Mr.  P.  from  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  to 
which  was  referred  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Thomas 
McClellan  and  Jamss  Smith,  reported  the  same 
without  amendment,  and  with  a  recommendation 
in  favor  of  i^s  passage. 

Mr.  MERRICK,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Ju- 
diciary, to  which  was  referred  the  bill  for  the  re- 
lief of  Jesse  E.  Dow,  reported  the  same  without 
amendment,  and  recommend  its  passage. 

Mr.  SEVIER,  from  the  Committee  on  Indian 
Affairs,  to  which  was  referred  the  bill  to  provide 
for  the  location  and  temporary  support  of  the 
Seminole  Indians  removed  from  Florida,  reported 
the  same  without  amendment. 

After  some  remarks  from  Mr.  S.  showing  the  ne- 
cessity of  the  prompt  passage  of  the  bill,  it  was  ta- 
ken op  for  consideration,  and  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed for  a  third  reading. 

Mr.  STRANQE,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary,  to  which  was  referred  the  act  for  the  re- 
lief of  Sarah  H.  B.  Stith,  and  the  act  for  the  relief 
of  William  Saunders  and   William  R.  Porter, 


sureties  of  William  Estis,  reported  the  same  with- 
out amendment,  and  with  a  recommendation  that 
they  do  not  pass. 

Mr.  S.  also,  from  the  same  committee,  re- 
ported the  bill  fer  the  relief  of  certain  heirs  and 
legal  representatives  of  James  Wilson,  with  an 
amendment. 

Mr.  LUMPKIN,  from  the  Committee  on  Indian 
Affairs,  to  which  was  referred  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Thomas  T.  Triplett,  reported  the  same,  with  an 
amendment. 

Mr.  NORVBLL,  from  the  Committee  on  Revo- 
lutionary Claims,  to  which  was  referred  the  memo- 
rial of  John  Fulford,  asked  to  be  discharged  from 
the  further  consideration  thereof;  which  was  agreed 
to. 

Mr.  WALL,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Judi- 
ciary, to  which  was  referred  the  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Polly  Lining,  executrix  of  Charles  Lining,  de- 
ceased, who  was  executor  of  Edward  Blake,  de- 
ceased, reported  the  same  without  amendment. 

Mr.  W.  from  the  same  committee,  to  which  was 
referred  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Daniel  Ward  and 
George  Ficklin,  reported  the  same  without  amend- 
ment, and  with  a  recommendation  that  it  do  not 
pass. 

Mr.  W.  from  the  same  committee,  to  which  was 
refened  the  petition  of  a  number  of  merchants  of  the 
city  of  New  Vork,to  make  ihe  Government  liable  for 
costs  of  suit  to  the  same  extent  as  individuals, 
asked  to  be  discharged  from  the  further  considera- 
tion thereof;  which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  STRANGE,  on  leave,  and  in  pursuance  of 
notice  given,  introduced  a  bill  to  amend  an  act  en- 
titled an  act  to  prohibit  the  importation  of  slaves 
into  any  port  in  the  jurisdiction  of  the  United 
States;  which  was  read  twice,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Commerce. 

An  act  making  appropriations  for  the  payment 
of  the  Revolutionary  and  other  pensioners  of  the 
United  States,  was  taken  up,  and  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed for  a  third  reading. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Alvarez  Fisk,  and  the 
legal  representatives  of  Thomas  P.  Eskridge;  and 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  lesral  representatives 
of  John  J.  Bulow,  were  read  a  third  time  and 
passed. 

ARMED  OCCUPATION  OF  FLORIDA. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BENTON  the  bill  for  the 
armed  occupation  and  settlement  of  Florida  was 
taken  up  and  discussed  by  Messrs.  BENTON, 
PRESTON,  and  LINN. 

After  an  Executive  session,  the  Senate  ad- 
journed. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES, 
Tuesday,  February  5,  1839. 

Some  conversation  took  place  between  Messrs. 
EVERETT,  ADAMS  and  the  CHAIR,  relative  to 
certain  entries  on  the  journal  of  yesterday,  after 
which — 

Mr.  ADAMS  moved  to  correct  the  entry  relative 
to  the  petition  presented  yesterday,  by  Mr.  Moore, 
from  citizens  uf  the  District  of  Columbia,  praying 
Congress  to  give  no  countenance  or  support  to  the 
Abolitionists. 

The  journal  set  forth  that  Mr.  Moors  made  a 
brief  statement  of  the  contents  of  the  petition,  and 
that  then  it  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  A.  moved  to  amend  this  entry  thus:  "While 
Mr.  MooRB  was  making  a  brief  statement  of  the 
contents  of  said  petition,  he  was  called  to  order  by 
the  Speaker,  who  decided  that  he  was  not  in  order; 
and  the  petition  was  sent  to  the  Clerk's  table,  no  orj 
der  of  the  House  being  taken  thereon." 

Mr.  A.  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  his  mo- 
tion, but  they  were  refused. 

Mr.  DROMGOOLE  suggested  to  the  gentleman 
so  to  modify  his  motion  as  to  make  it  appear  that 
Mr.  MoiRB  was  called  to  order  for  departing  from 
the  rules,  whereas  his  amendment  would  imply  that 
the  gentleman  from  New  York  had  been  called  to 
order  for  complyinjr  with  the  rules. 

Mr.  THOMPSON  said  he  had  called  the  gentle- 
man to  order  on  the  very  ground  that,  instead  of 
making  a  brief  statement,  he  was  addressing  an  ar- 
gument to  the  House. 

Mr.  ADAMS  would  consent  to  any  modification, 
so  that  the  main  fact  was  preserved,  viz:  that  Mr. 


MooRc  was  called  to  order  while  making  a  brief 
statement. 

Mr.  TOUCEY  moved  to  amend  Mr.  Aniui% 
motion  by  stating  the  fact  that  Mr.  Mooax  wu 
called  to  order  for  entering  into  the  discussion  of  the 
merits  of  the  petition,  instead  of  confining  hiaislf 
to  a  brief  statement  thereof. 

Mr.  CRAIG  believed  the  present  entry  on  the 
joamal  to  represent  the  facts  as  correctly  as  thef 
could  be,  and  in  order  to  test  the  sense  of  the 
House,  he  moved  to  lay  the  whole  subject  on  tin 
table. 

Mr.  ADAMS  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays,  hat 
they  were  refused;  and  the  motion  of  Mr.  A.  was 
laid  on  the  table  without  a  division. 

Mr.  HAYNES  made  an  ineffectual  motion  to 
induce  the  House  to  go  into  committee  again  oa 
the  President's  annual  message. 

Mr.  INGHAM  then  obtained  the  floor,  and 
called  the  attention  of  the  House  to  the  fact  that, 
about  three  weeks  ago,  a  number  of  bills  rslatinc 
to  the  navy  were  reported  from  the  Committee  A 
the  Whole,  and  now  had  their  place  on  the  Spxak- 
sR*s  table,  where  they  were  likely  to  reauin;  for 
he  despaired  of  reaching  them  in  the  regular  older 
of  business,  and  he  therefore  moved  that  they  be 
now  taken  up;  but  the  motion  was  disagreed  to. 

The  unfinished  business  of  the  moming'was  then 
resumed,  being  the  motion  of  Mr.  Cambrblswo  to 
amend  a  statement  appended  to  the  report  of  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  on  the  stale  of 
the  finances. 

The  question  pending  was  the  motion  of  Mr. 
BiDDLE  lo  recommit  the  report,  with  inslracttons  to 
correct  any  other  errors  in  the  report. 

Mr.  BRIGGS  concluded  his  remaika  in  reply  to 
Mr.  Rbbtt,  and  in  defence  of  former  appropria- 
tions for  works  of  internal  improvement,  a  proied- 
ive  tariff,  Ac. 

Mr.  MARVIN  then  moved  to  amend  the  in- 
ftruciions  by  adding  further  instroctions  to  ths 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  to  report  the  nsnil 
bills,  according  to  the  estimates  which  have  beet 
furnished  in  the  President's  Message  and  aceoi^ 
panying  documents. 

Mr.  M.  then  entered  into  a  review  of  the  report 
generally,  condemning  especially  that  part  of  It 
which  related  to  the  improvement  of  hartwrs  tad 
rivers,  and  defended  the  soheme  of  carrying  on 
works  of  internal  improvement  by  the  Federal  Ge* 
veroment.  He  avowed  himself  ready  to  meet  thm 
question,  both  on  the  ground  of  expediency  aai 
constitutionality,  but  his  remarks  were  mainly  di- 
rected in  defence  of  the  appropriations  for  harbon 
and  light-houses  on  the  northern  lakes.  Befofe  he 
concluded  the  orders  of  the  day  were  called  foiv 
to  which  the  House  proceeded. 

The  SPEAKER  laid  before  the  House  a  com- 
mnnication  from  Ihe  Secretary  of  War,  enclosiag 
reports  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  and  Gooe 
missioner  of  Indian  Affairs,  in  answer  to  a  resola* 
lion  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  I4lh 
ult.  giving  a  statement  of  the  number  of  Indians 
annually  removed  from  the  eastern  to  the  weateia 
side  of  the  Mississippi. 

Also,  a  communication  from  the  Secretary  el 
War,  in  obedience  to  an  act  of  Congress  of  iheM 
Mardi,  1833,  enclosing  abstracts  of  the  general  M» 
turns  of  the  militia  of  the  United  Stales,  andfl 
their  arms,  acoontremenis,  and  ammnniUoa,  (m 
the  year  1838. 

Also,  a  communication  from  the  Postmaster  Q^ 
neral,  in  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  lilt 
Hoive  of  the  28th  ultimo,  enclosing  a  statement  et 
the  number  of  failures  in  the  ordinary  and  expnM 
mails,  distioguisliiog  between  the  said  mail  to  anl 
from  the  city  of  New  Orleans,  within  the  last  ris 
months,  the  causes  of  the  said  failures,   and  ifeMJ 


steps  adapted  by  him  to  prevent  the  reciUT< 
such  failures. 

Also,  a  commonication  from  the  P< 
General,  in  reply  to  a  resolution  adopted  by^^ 
House  of  Representatives  on  the  Stfa  July,  18tt 
giving  information  as  lo  what  number  of  addi^ajj 
al  clerks  was  employed  by  that  Department  to  a0k 
swer  the  various  calls  for  information  at  that  ag| 
sion.  d 

Also,  a  communication  Arom  the  SedetarM 
the  Navy,  in  answer  to  a  resolution  of  Clie  Hod 
of  Representatives  of  the  36th  nUilBii  ^ww^  ut 
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ftnuuioa  as  to  certain  charges  alleged  to  hare 
bm  preferred  by  Samuel  Etheridge  against  Cap- 
ttiB  J.  D.  Elliott;  whicn  commoBications  were  seve- 
nUy  ordered  to  lie  oa  the  table  and  be  printed, 
CDRpt  the  eecond,  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
■itiea  on  the  Militia. 

A  Jai^ge  nomber  of  bills  from  the  Senate, 
catheSnAKKR^  table,  were  then  taken  np,  read 
twice,  and  referred  to  their  appropriate  standing 
eooiBitteea. 

Oa  BBocioii  of  Mr.  CAMBRELBNQ,  the  House 
west  iato  Conautue  on  the  Union,  Mr.  Banks  of 
Tnginia  in  tlie  Chair,  and  resumed  the  considera- 
tion of  the  **  bill  making  appropriations  for  the 
snpport  of  the  armj  of  the  United  States,  for  the 
year  1839.'' 

The  question  pending  was  the  motion  of  Mr. 
MASON  of  Yiiiginia  to  increase  the  clause  for  na- 
tisaal  armories  from  |300,000  to  |3G0,OOO. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  of  Massachusetts  was  entitled 
U)  the  floor,  hoc  he  jielded  it  to 

Mr.  THOMPSON,  who  addressed  the  House  in 
a  gtacral  attack  upon  the  last  and  present  Admin is- 


The  amendment  of  Mr.  [MASON  was  then  re- 
jected— ayes  37,  noes  not  counted. 

Mr.  CAMERELENG  moved  to  amend  the  bill, 
)ff  adding  the  following  items: 

For  surTe3ring  and  opening  the  western  frontier 
aulitary  road,  being  the  balance  of  an  appropria- 
tioa  carried  to  the  surplus  fund,  |52,1S5  67. 

For  completing  the  barracks  at  Savannah,  Geor- 
gia, being  the  amount  expended  out  of  the  general 
afiMopriation  for  the  Quartermasters  Department, 
ttd  to  enable  the  accounting  officers  of  the  Trea- 
aanr  to  ekne  the  accounts,  f[l3,588  62. 

For  completing  the  barracks  at  Fof  t  Serem,  Md. 
hiBig  the  amount  expended  oat  of  the  general  ap- 
propria tioD  of  the  Ctaarter masters  Department,  and 
tocaable  the  accounting  officers  of  the  Treasury  to 
dssethe  accounts,  |9,029  53. 

Aicr  same  inquiries  of  Mr.  GARLAND  of  Lou- 
MmMj  aa  to  the  necessity  of  the  reappropriation,  and 
Jtpiies  and  explanations  by  Mr.  CAMBRELBNG, 
Ife  amendments  were  rejected. 

Mr.  JOHNSON  of  Louisiana  moved  the  follow- 
iBg  amcodment,  which  was  not  agreed  to,  viz:  ''^For 
eompleting  Fbrt  Livingston,  at  Grande  Terre,  in 
the  Stale  of  Louisiana,  $90,000." 

Mr.  MKRCBR  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  in- 
seiiiiig  **  For  surveys  of  a  civil  and  military  cha- 
raeler  eoaaeeted  with  the  defence  of  the  Atlantic 
mid  Western  frontiers,  and  the  improvement  of 
hubQis,  roads,  and  rivers,  |500,000.'' 

After  some  conversation  between  Messrs.  CAM- 
BRELBNG and  MERCER,  as  to  the  propriety  of 
lie  aaBendment,  the  question  was  taken,  and  it  was 
needed- 
Mr.  MASON  of  Virginia  offered  the  following 
aBKBdmeiits:  ^  For  improvement  of  the  buildings 
and  nMchiaery  of  the  musket  armory  at  Harper's 
P^erry,  |35,400;  for  improvement  of  the  buildings 
mad  DUbchinery  of  the  rifle  works  at  Harper's  Fer- 
iy,tl4,e00," 

Bflr.  PETRIKIN  raised  a  question  of  order,  but 
aaifliidnient  was  declared  by  the  CRAta  to  be  in 


Mr*  PICKENS  remonstrated  against  considering 
■Ifnaies  fh>m  the  Department*  as  having  any  an- 
ftoffilaUve  influence  to  induce  the  House  to  grant 
iMropriations. 

Mr.  MASON  disclaimed  having  quoted  them 
■ilk  nny  soch  view,  and  went  on  to  state  the  need 
ajffe  was,  from  the  existing  state  of  the  establish* 
40tf  mt   Harper's  Ferry,  for  the  adoption  of  such 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY  opposed  the  amendment, 
^muame  it  had  not  been  reported  by  the  Committee 
ifWmys  and  Means. 

Jtfi.  CAMBRELENG  explained  why  the  pro- 
~  mppropriation  had  not  been  included  in  the 

I  qfiestion  being  pnt,  the  amendment  was  ne- 

r.  MERCER  moved   to   insert  an  item   of 
tor  the  proGeeudon  of  surveys,  but  it  was 
,  without  a  division. 

MONTGOMERY  then  submitted  the  fol- 
t»  flome  U  aa  additional  seotions  of  the  bill: 


Sxc.  .  JInd  he  %tfwrlhtT  ensefed.  That  no  com- 
missioned officer  belonging  to  the  army  of  (he  United 
States,  or  attached  to  the  army  in  any  manner 
whatever,  under  pay,  shall  receive  any  pay  or  ra- 
tions for  his  services  as  such,  except  while  he  is  at 
his  post  or  command,  except  when  prevented  from 
attending  by  sickness;  and,  before  receiving  his  pay, 
he  shall  famish  the  paymaster,  or  vucb  other  per- 
son as  may  be  legally  authorixed  to  pay  him,  with 
a  true  statement  of  the  date  when  he  Joined  his 
command  or  took  his  station,  and  the  time  he  con- 
tinued regularly  at  it,  and  the  time,  if  any,  he  was 
prevented  from  attending  to  his  regular  duties  on 
account  of  sickness;  and  he  shall  and  may,  upon 
such  statement,  receive  such  full  pay  per  month  or 
year  as  now  is,  er  may  hereafter  be,  allowed  by 
law,  and  no  more. 

Siec.  .  ^nd  ht  U  fvarthtr  enaeted,  That  so  much 
of  an  act  passed  at  the  second  session  of  the  twenty- 
fiAh  Congress  entitled  "An  act  to  increase  the  mili- 
tary establishment  of  the  United  States,  and  for 
other  purposes,"  as  increases  the  number  of  com- 
missioned officers  of  the  army,  and  so  much  of  said 
act  as  increases  the  pay  of  any  officer  attached  to 
the  army,  and  so  much  of  said  act  as  increases  the 
non-commissioned  officers,  musicians  and  privates, 
and  all  and  every  part  of  said  act  that  increases  the 
expenses  of  our  military  establishment,  be,  and  the 
same  is  hereby,  repealed. 

Sec.  .  *ffid  ht  U further  enaeted^  That,  on  there- 
quest  of  any  Governor  of  a  State  or  Territory, 
who  may  call  on  the  Executive  of  the  United  States 
for  such  military  force  as  he  may  deem  proper  and 
actually  necessary  to  protect  the  lives  or  property 
of  the  citizens  of  his  State  or  Territory,  the  Presi- 
dent may  accept  of  such  number  of  volunteer  troops, 
from  said  State  or  Territory,  to  be  raised,  officered, 
and  organized  under  the  laws  of  such  State  or  Ter- 
ritory, for  any  time  not  exceeding  twelve  monih^, 
as  he  may  deem  sufficient  to  protect  the  lives  and 
property  of  the  citizens  of  such  State  or  Territory, 
and  maintain  and  defend  the  national  honor  and 
character;  and  should  there  not  be  a  sufficient  num- 
ber of  such  volunteers  in  such  State  or  Territory, 
then  such  volunteers  from  such  other  States  or  Ter- 
ritory as  may  offer  their  services,  may  be  accepted 
upon  the  same  terms  and  conditions;  and  in  no  case 
whatever  shall  such  volunteers  ever  be  placed  un- 
der the  command  of  any  officer  of  the  regular  ar- 
my of  the  United  States  without  th«ir  own  consent, 
and  that  consent  subject  to  be  revoked  by  them  at 
any  and  all  times.  Such  volunteers  to  be  entitled, 
while  in  service,  to  such  pay  and  emoluments  as  the 
troops  of  the  regular  army  now  are  or  may  be  enti- 
tled to  receive. 

Sec.  .  JBh/tdbeUfinrther  eikuied.  That  all  such 
volunteers,  soldiers,  non-commissioned  officers, 
musicians  and  privates,  shaU  receive  and  send  all 
their  own  letters  on  their  own  private  business  free 
of  postage. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  insisted  that  the  amend- 
ment was  not  in  order,  being  not  a  modification  of 
an  existing  law,  but  an  entirely  new  law. 

The  CHAIR  acquiesced  in  this  opinion,  and 
ruled  the  amendment  out  of  order. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CAMBRELENG,  the  com- 
mittee rose  and  reported  the  bill  and  amendments 
to  the  House. 

The  amendments  being  concurred  in, 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  renewed  the  first  of  his 
amendments,  offered  by  him  in  committee;  which 
was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  MERCER  also  renewed  his  amendment; 
pending  which, 

On  motion. 

The  House  adjourned. 

On  Monday,  the  4th  of  February,  when  the  State 
of  North  Carolina  was  called  for  petitions,  Mr. 
MONTGOMERY  rose  and  presented  certain  reso- 
lutions passed  by  the  Legislature  of  his  State,  relat- 
ing to  the  distribution  of  the  public  lands  or  their 
proceeds  among  the  States.  Mr.  M.  said  he  had 
intended  to  have  accompanied  these  resolutions 
with  some  remarks,  but  would  postpone  them  for 
a  few  days,  when  the  subject  would  be  before  the 
House  in  a  form  that  would  not  only  afford  him  an 
opportunity  of  giving  his  views  relative  to  the  pub- 
lic M^nds^  but  would  require  it  of  him,  as  a  Represen- 


tative In  the  discharge  of  a  solemn  duty  not  only  to 
the  State  he  had  the  honor  in  part  to  represent,  but 
alsio  to  ^is  immediate  constituents,  in  defence  of 
their  private  rights.  He  referred  to  the  Senate  bill 
which  had  passed  that  body,  and  was  pending  be- 
fore the  House,  ceding  all  the  public  lands  in  the 
State  of  Tennessee  to  the  said  State,  which  lands, 
by  the  cession  act  of  North  Carolina,  were  set  apart 
and  secured  as  a  fund  to  pay  and  satisfy  the  old 
North  Carolina  Revolntionary  soldiers*  claims.  He ' 
would,  therefore,  for  the  present,  only  offer  a  beany 
response  to  the  resolutions,  and  hand  them  to  the 
Chiir,  and  ask  that  they  be  laid  upon  the  table  and 
be  printed. 

Mr.  DOTY,  of  Wisconsin,  on  Monday,  present- 
ed the  following  petitions  and  memorials:  a  memo- 
rial of  citizens  of  Racine  county,  praying  an  ap- 
propriation for  a  road  from  Racine  to  the  Mississip- 
pi; also  for  the  survey  of  a  railroad  from  lake  Mich- 
igan to  the  Mississippi  river.  Proceedings  of  a 
meeting  of  citizens  of  Sinipee,  in  favor  of  a  rail- 
road from  lake  Michigan  to  the  Mississippi.  Pro- 
ceedings of  a  meeting  of  citizens  of  Racine  county, 
in  favor  of  a  railroad  from  Racine  to  the  Missisip- 
pi,  and  remonstrating  against  the  constructioa  of  a 
railroad  from  Milwaukie  to  the  Mississippi.  Also, 
proceedings  of  said  meeting,  disapproving  of  sun- 
dry recommendations  of  the  Governor  of  Wiscon- 
sin, contained  in  his  late  message  to  ttie  Legislative 
Assembly.  Also,  tweniy-one  memorials,  heretofore 
presented  from  citizens  of  Wisconsin,  praying  for 
the  improvement  of  the  Pekatonica,  Wisconsin, 
Neenah,  Pislaka,  Mississippi,  and  Rock  rivers,  for 
a  ship  canal  from  Sheboygan  to  Fond  du  Lac;  for 
a  road  from  Fort  Winnebago  to  Fort  Howard;  for 
a  road  from  Lake  Michigan  to  the  Mississippi;  for 
a  road  from  Southport  to  Rock  river;  for  a  road 
from  Sauk  Harbor  to  Dekorree,  on  the  Wisconsin, 
and  sundry  ether  roads  in  said  Territory.  Petition 
of  inhabitants  of  Milwaukie,  praying  the  passage 
of  an  act  to  confirm  the  pre-emption  of  Jacques 
JeanViean.  Petition  of  inhabitants  of  Wiscon- 
sin, praying  an  appropriation  for  a  harbor  at  Mil- 
waukie. 


IN  SENATE,  ' 

WcDNESDAT,  February  6, 1839. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  ALLEN,  the  papers  in  rela- 
tion to  the  claim  of  John  McCartney  were  taken 
from  the  files  of  the  last  session,  and  refened  to  the 
Committee  on  Claims. 

Mr.  LINN  presented  several  memorials  of  indi- 
viduals for  confirmation  of  lots  in  the  town  of 
Prairie  du  Chicn;  ^hich  were  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Private  Land  Claims. 

Mr.  MORRIS  presented  a  memorial,  nume- 
rously signed  by  citizens  residing  on  the  Northern 
and  Western  frontier  of  the  United  States,  suggest- 
ing the  propriety  of  authorizing  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  to  construct  a  steam  revenue  cutter 
for  service  on  the  lakes;  which  he  asked  might  be 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

Mr.  KING  remarked  that  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  had  already  the  power,  if  he  deemed  it 
proper  to  exercise  it,  to  construct  a  steamboat  for 
the  collection  of  the  revenue;  but,  inasmuch  as  it 
would  involve  some  additional  expense,  it  might 
be  desirable  for  Congress  to  express  an  opinion  as 
to  the  propriety  of  the  measure,  and  this  he  would 
endeavor  to  obtain  at  some  not  very  remote  period. 

The  petition  was  then  referred. 

Mr.  PRENTISS  presented  memorials  for  the 
abolition  of  slavery  and  the  slave  trade  in  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  and  between  the  States,  ^. 
and 

On  motion  by  Mr.  WILLIAMS  of  Mississippi, 

The  motion  of  reception  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  MORRIS  submitted  a  resolution  directing 
the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  to  inquire  into  cer- 
taia  matters  pertaining  to  the  institution  of  slave- 
ry in  the  States  and  Territories,  and  to  report 
thereon  to  the  Senate,  which  he  moved  shonhl  be 
laid  on  the  table  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  HUBBARD  said  that  he  hoped  that  the  Se- 
nate would  not,  at  this  late  period  of  the  session, 
be  called  upon  to  aet  upon  the  resolution  just  pre- 
sented by  the  Senator  from  Ohio.  This  subject 
had  been  befors  repeatedly  brought  to  the  aotioe  of 
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both  Houses  of  Congress.  He  was  entirelj  opposed 
to  the  considerfttion  of  this  resolution  at  this  tine. 
He  could  not  believe  that  the  Senate  would  undertake 
to  discuss  this  agitariog  question  at  this  period  of 
its  session.  He  had,  ever  since  he  had  been  a 
member  of  the  Senate,  opposed  all  action  upon  the 
subject  of  abolishing  slavery  within  the  District  of 
Columbia.  He  had  repeatedly  ex  pressed  his  vie  ws 
upon  this  matter,  and  he  had  invariably  urged  up- 
on the  Senate  that  it  was  a  maUerof  polietf,  if  noi 
^duiyi  to  let  this  whole  subject  alone.  At  the  other 
end  of  this  Capitol,  his  friend,  one  of  the  Representa- 
tives from  the  State  he  had  the  honor  in  part  to  fispre- 
sent,  fell  it  to  be  his  duty  to  offer  sundry  resolu- 
tions in  relation  to  the  subject  of  slavery.  These 
resolutions  have  been  fully  discussed  through  the 
public  press;  and  notwithstanding  their  author  has 
received  the  most  unmeasured  abuse  from  par- 
ticular public  journals,  yet  he  was  free  to  say  that 
he  (Mr.  H.)  most  sincerely  concurred  with  his 
firiend,  in  every  sentiment  expressed  by  him  in 
those  resolutions;  and  he  might  add  that  a  great 
majority  of  the  constituents  of  his  friend,  (he  had 
reason  to  believe,)  were  prepared  fully  to  sustain 
him  in  the  course  he  had  pursued  upon  this  sub< 
ject.  With  these  opinions,  he  could  not  consent  to 
eoDsider  the  subject  at  this  time.  He  was  now 
wholly,  as  he  had  heretofore  been,  opposed  to  the 
'  consideration  of  this  matter.  He  would  not,  un- 
solicited by  these  whose  interests  are  to  be  affected 
by  this  proceeding,  act  in  any  way  upon  the  sub- 
ject embraced  in  the  resolution  of  the  Senator  from 
Ohio. 

Mr.  CLAY  of  Alabama  inquired  if  it  would  not 
be  in  order  to  move  that  the  resolution  should  not 
be  received. 

The  PRESIDENT  stated  that  the  rule  of  the 
Senate,  directing  that  resolutions  submitted  by  mem- 
bers of  the  body  should  be  received,  was  positive, 
and  did  not  admit  of  any  question.  Senators  who 
objected  to  the  resolution  would  have  an  opportu- 
nity to-morrow,  when  it  came  up  for  consideration, 
to  move  for  its  rejection;  that  it  might  be  laid  on 
the  table,  or  for  its  indefinite  postponement. 

Mi.  FOSTER  expressed  his  surprise  that  the  Se- 
nate had  not  the  power  by  an  instantaneous  vote  to 
refuse  to  receive  the  motion. 

Mr.  CLAY  of  Alabama  said  that  in  analogous 
cases  leave  was  asked  and  granted  before  propo- 
sitions could  be  submitted  to  the  Senate,  and  in- 
stanced the  case  of  a  Senator  who  wished  to  intro- 
duce a  bill.  In  that  case,  leave  was  asked,  and 
the  question  propounded  was,  should  leave  be 
granted,  and  the  power  of  granting  leave  im- 
plies the  power  of  refusing  it.  This  principle,  he 
thought  was  also  applicable  to  the  reception  of  re- 
solutions, und  that  the  Senate  had  power  to  reject 
any  proposition  they  thought  proper.  It  is  possi- 
ble to  conceive  a  case  where  a  proposition  might 
be  submitted  which  was  abusive  or  libellous  of  the 
Senate  itself.  Would  they  have  no  power  in  such 
a  case  to  reject  it?  He  merely  put  this  to  illustrate 
his  position,  that  the  Senate  was  not  bound  to  en- 
tertain every  proposition  submitted  to  it.  As  the 
question  would  again  come  up  to-morrow,  he  would 
not  consume  the  lime  of  the  Senate,  by  discussing 
it  further  at  present. 

The  PRESIDENT  stated  that  the  rules  of  the 
Senate  admitted  of  no  doubt  on  the  subject.  The 
members  of  the  body  in  submitting  resolutions, 
acted  on  their  responsibility  to  the  Senate  and  the 
country  for  the  proper  or  improper  exercise  of  the 
right,  and" in  this  differed  from  individuals  whose 
petitions  were  presented  in  this  body.  WJiile  the 
rule  existed  there  could  be  no  question  of  the  right. 
If  it  was  the  wish  of  the  Senate  to  alter  the  rule, 
he  would  with  pleasure  conform  to  it,  as  his  only 
object  was  to  perform  the  duty  of  presiding  officer 
with  strictness  and  impartiality. 

Mr.  MORRIS  withdrawing'  the  proposition  to 
print,  the  resolution  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  FULTON,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Pub- 
lic Lands,  reported  the  following  bills,  severally, 
with  an  amendment: 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  William  Marcus. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  John  Dougherty. 

Mr.  8.  also,  from  the  same  committee,  re- 
ported the  following  billa,  severally,wi!hont  amend- 
Ment: 


An  act  for  the  relief  of  Bnoeh  Mataon. 

An  aot  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  and  assignees 
of  Peter  ^ba,  deceased. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Solomon  Stuigeas,  as- 
signee of  Rezin  Frazier. 

Mr.  MORRIS,  from  the  Committee  on  Pensions, 
asked  to  be  dischariged  fVom  the  further  conaidera- 
tion  of  the  petition  of  William  Lefevre;  which 
was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  NORVELL,  from  the  Committee  on  Revo- 
lulionary  Claims,  asked  to  be  discharged  from  the 
further  consideration  of  the  petitions  of  the  widow 
of  Thomas  Crooks  and  of  the  heir  of  John  GK)ggin; 
which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  KING  presented  a  memorial  signed  by  nn* 
merous  citizens  of  Florida,  enumerating  many  ad- 
vantages which  would  result  from  a  connection  be- 
tween the  Tennessee  river  and  Mobile  bay,  by  rail- 
road; which  was  laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  to 
be  printed. 

Mr.  CLAY  of  Alabama,  from  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  John 
S.  Wilson;  which  was  read  twice. 

Mr.  C.  also,  from  the  same  committee,  to  which 
was  referred  the  petition  of  Charles  Q.  Qunter,  re- 
ported a  bill  to  relinquish  the  reversionary  interest 
of  the  United  States  to  a  certain  reservation  in  the 
State  of  Alabama;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to 
a  second  reading. 

Mr.  RIVES,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval  Af- 
fairs, to  which  was  referred  the  bill  for  the  relief  of 
EzeLiel  Jones,  reported  the  same  without  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  ROANE,  from  the  Ck>mmittee  on  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  to  which  was  referred  the  memo- 
rial of  the  Friendship  Fire  Company  of  Alexan- 
dria, asked  to  be  discharged  from  the  further  con- 
sideration thereof;  which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  R.  also,  from  the  same  committee,  to  which 
was  referred  the  memorial  of  the  directors  of  the 
Georgetown  College,  reported  a  bill  to  incorporate 
the  Georgetown  College,  ia  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia; which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  a  second 
reading. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  WRIGHT,  the  petition  and 
papers  of  Mrs.  Mary  W.  Thompson,  widow  of 
Colonel  Alexander  Thompson,  were  permitted  to  be 
withdrawn  from  the  files  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  MOUTON,  from  the  Committee  on  Private 
Land  Claims,  to  which  the  same  had  been  referred, 
reported  the  following  bills  without  amendment: 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Paul  Poissot;  and 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  J.  Eloi  Rachal. 

The  following  bills  were  read  a  third  time  and 
passed: 

An  act  making  appropriations  for  the  payment  of 
Revolutionary  and  other  pensioners  of  the  United 
States  for  the  year  1839. 

An  act  to  provide  for  the  location  and  temporary 
support  of  the  Seminole  Indians  removed  from 
Florida. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Ephraim  Sprague  was 
ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  Paxson  was  ta- 
ken up,  and  the  question  on  its  engrossment  was  de- 
cided in  the  negative — ^ayes  14,  noes  15.  So  the 
bill  was  rejected. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  BENTON,  the  Senate  re- 
sumed the  consideration  of  the  bill  providing  for 
the  armed  occupation  of  that  part  of  the  Territory 
of  Florida  which  is  oveirun  by  hostile  Indians. 

Mr.  BENTON  submitted  some  amendments  to 
improve  the  details  of  the  bill,  which  were  adopted; 
after  which, 

Mr.  PRESTON  observed,  that  as  the  chairman 
of  the  committee  yesterday  expressed  a  wish  that 
some  motion  should  be  made  to  test  the  sense  of  the 
Senate  on  the  general  principles  of  this  bill,  he 
would  now  move  that  it  be  indefinitely  postponed. 

Mr.  BENTON  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
the  question;  which,  being  ordered,  the  motion  pie- 
vailed — yeas  33,  nays  19,  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Bayard,  Clay  of  Kentucky, 
Crittenden,  Davis,  Foster,  Knight,  McKeao,  Mer- 
rick, Morris,  Prentiss,  Preston,  Rives,  Robbins, 
Robinson,  Ruggles,  Smith  of  Indiana,  Spence, 
Strange,  Swift,  Tallmadge,  Webster,  White,  and 
Young;— 23. 

NAYS—Jitoars.  Altea,  Beaton,  BunhaniB,  fial* 


bom.  Clay  of  Alabama,  Cuthben,  Faltoa,  Hab- 
hard,  Bjng,  Lumpkin,  Mouton,  Nicholas,  NiltL 
Norvell,  Sevier,  Smith  of  Oonnectieat,  Wall,  Wit 
liame  of  Mississippi,  and  Wrighl^l9. 

Mr.  ROBINSON  moved  a  reconsidtfationof  the 
vote  just  taken,  staling  that,  not  being  withia  tiis 
chamber  when  the  qneatton  was  proponaded,  U 
voted  under  a  misapprehension,  and  believed  dat 
he  was  voting  for  the  bill. 

Messrs.  BENTON  and  LUMPKIN  spoke  in  fa- 
vor of  the  reoonsidemtlon. 

After  which,  on  taking  the  qnestion,  the  reooa* 
sideration  was  ordered,  without  a  divtaioQ,  aad  Uk 
bill  was  laid  on  the  table  till  to-morrow. 

The  following  bills  were  severally  read  the  a&* 
cond  time,  and  considered  as  in  Commhtse  of  the 
Whole,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
readings 

The  bill  granting.to  the  State  of  IlUnots  the  light 
of  way  through  the  public  lands  of  ths  UniMd 
States. 

The  bill  for  the  benefit  of  the  Sehaa  and  1^ 
nessee  Raihoad  Company. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Captain  Snodgnn^ 
company  of  Alabama  volunteers. 

The  bill  to  regulate  the  pay  of  masters  ia  the 
navy. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  McCloud. 

The  bill  to  establish  a  pension  agency  at  Moat- 
pelier,  in  the  Sute  of  Vermont. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  submitted  the  following  motioB; 
which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  be  printed: 

Rt$olmd,  That  the  bill  before  the  Senate  eatiaed 
<*An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  represeotattTee 
of  John  J.  Bnlow,  junior^  deceased,"  and  all  other 
bills  before  the  Senate  providing  for  the  payneal 
of  claims  of  sufferers  by  the  late  Indian  wais  ia  the 
Territory  of  Florida,  and  in  the  States  of  Tenaeaee, 
Gkorgia,  and  Alabama,  be  recommitted  to  the  Ca» 
mittee  on  Claims,  with  instrociions  that  the  eo» 
mittee  examine,  and  report  to  the  Senate,  wtkether 
facts  are  before  the  committee  or  the  body,  apsa 
which  a  judgment  can  be  formed  as  to  the  exteai 
and  character  of  the  claims  for  indemnity  to  grot 
otft  these  wars;  of  the  extent  of  those  claims  vhioh 
will  be  embraced  within  the  prinoiples  of  tbelafr 
already  reported  for  the  action  of  the  Senair,  ani, 
if  so,  to  report  further  a  general  bill  ia  coafomii^ 
with  the  principles  which  they  shall  suppose  osghi 
to  be  adopted  for  the  settlement  of  those  daiais;  the 
facts  and  testimony  upon  which  their  concloMai 
are  founded,  and  the  amount  of  claims  to  be  e» 
braced  within  the  legislation  they  ssar  pro^< 

Mr.  LINN  submitted  the  following  lesolBlioB, 
which  was  considered  and  adopted: 

Aess/eed,  That  the  Committee  on  Bdilitaiy  ^ 
fairs  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expedioMf 
of  making  an  appropriation  to  construct  a  natioBil 
armory  in  the  West. 

After  the  consideration  of  Executive  boaiBeKf 

The  Senate  adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES, 

Weonksda7«  February  6, 1839. 

As  soon  as  the  jonniat  was  read, 

Mr.  HAYNB8  rose  and  said  he  would  ttalttj 
another  efbrt  te  dispose  of  the  President's  anaav 
message,  if  the  House  would  indulge  him,  aad  li 
would  therefore  ask'  leave  to  submit  a  motiottl 
discharge  the  Committee  o»  the  Union  ihereftoa 

Mr.  KENNEDY  moved  a  call  of  the  Hoar 
lost. 

Mr.  HAYNBS  was  going  on  to  remark  oa  ^ 
importance  of  that  portion  of  it  which  relaledi| 
the  censor,  when  Mr.  SHIELDS  objectiag,  W 
H.  moved  a  suspension  of  the  rules,  and  detnlAi 
ed  the  yeas  and  days;  which  were  ordered.  ; 

Mr.  MASON  of  Ohio  suggested  to  the  mmI 
man  to  move  a  dischaige  of  the  committee  ftM 
so  much  of  the  message  as  related  to  the  oeoM 
and  Mr.  M.  would  vote  for  it.  J 

Mr.  HAYNES  replied,  that  he  was  not  disposedl 
leave  the  opportunity  open  for  it  again,  to  bei^ 
that  the  President's  Message  bad  not  bcea  f 
ferred.  j 

The  qnestion  on  sospetiding  was  then  tak«i^>4 
resulted  in  the  negative,  two-thtrd9notvotiBgdi|| 
Ibr-^yeas  75,  nays  59^  as  foUowsi  J 
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Bettty,  Beers,  Beinie,  Bickaell,  Borden,  Bonl- 
dte,  Boehaiiftii,  Cambreieng,  John  Campbell, 
Cmjt  Chaney,  CleTeland,  Clowney,  Craig,  Cosb* 
■ao,  De  Oraff,  Edwards,  Ewinc,  Junet  Glarlaitd, 
Glascock,  Qraniland,  Gray,  Harrison,  Haynes, 
Hole,  Robert  M.  T.  Hanter,  logham,  T.  B.  Jack- 
Ma,  J.  Jackson,  J.  Johnson,  N.  Jones,  Keim, 
Ilagensmtth,  Lincoln,  Manrin,  James  M.  Mason, 
Mntin,  McKay,  Robert  McClellan,  Abraham 
MeCldlan,  McCIore,  Montgomery,  Morgan,  No- 
ble, Parker,  Parmenter,  Paynter,  Piennybacker,  Po- 
tiikin,  Phelps,  Plnmer,  Pouer,  Pratt,  J.  H.  Prentiss, 
Bflily.Rires,  Edward  Robinson,  Shefler,  Charles 
Sbeptfd,  Sheplor,  Spencer,  Stnart,  Swearingen, 
Tmeey,  Ttamey,  Vanderreer,  Weeks,  Whittlesey, 
Jared  W.  Williams,  Joseph  L.  WUliams,  Worth- 
aqrton  and  Yell — 75. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Alexander,  Bell,  Biddle,  Bond, 
W.  B.  Calhoan,  W.  B.  Campbell,  Carter,  Cham- 
ben,  Cheatham,  Corwin,  Crabb,  Cranston,  Cosh- 
iBg,  Darlington,  Danes,  Donn,  Everett,  Richard 
Fkieher,  Rice  Garland,  Giddings,  Goode,  Oren- 
neU,  Harper,  Henry,  Herod,  Henry  Johnson, 
KnuMdy,  Mai  lory,  Samson  Mason,  Manry,  May, 
Maxwell.  McKenaan,  Menefee,  Calvary  Morris, 
Nayk>r,  Noyes,  Potts,  Putnam,  Rariden,  Randolph, 
Bi^pray,  John  Robertson,  Rossell,  Serjeant,  An- 
nntine  H.  Shepperd,  Shields,  Sibley,  Sontbgate, 
JBianly,  8ioae,Slratton,  Taliaferro,  Tillingbast,  Job 
White,  Lewis  Williams,  Sherrod  Williams,  Chris- 
lopher  H.  Williams  and  Wofd~59. 

Hr.  KENNEDY  asked  the  consent  of  the  Hoose 
l»lUe  Qp  and  consider  the  resolution  submitted 
by  him  some  time  since,  calling  for  certain  infor- 
mation in  relation  to  the  contracts  of  the  Nary 
Department. 

Objection  being  made,  Mr.  K.  moved  a  sospen- 
sifla  of  the  rules,  and  the  yeas  and  nays  having 
bsea  ordered  on  his  call,  they  were  taken,  and 
wcft,  yeas  96,  nays  60. 

At  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  CAMBRELENO,  and 
by  inanimous  eonsent,  reports  from  committees 
voe  called  for. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG,  from  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means,  moved  the  dischaige  of  that 
coamittte  from  the  farther  consideration  of  thepe- 
liiisn  of  Ghunaliel  L.  Smith,  and  that  it  be  referred 
to  Ike  Committee  of  Claims,  which  was  agreed  to. 
Mr.  0.  also,  reported  sundry  amendments  to  the 
aril  and  diplomatic  appropriatien  bill. 

Ml.  CHAMBERS,  from  the  Committee  of 
Oaim,  reported,  without  amendment.  Senate  bill 
fbr  the  relief  of  Wm.  B.  Ferguson  and  sureties, 
vhidi  was  ordered  to  a  third  readmg,  read  a  third 
ihc,  and  passed. 

Mr.  JOHNSON  of  Louisiana,  from  the  Commit- 
•se  on  ComBwroe,  reported  a  bill  making  appropri- 
aiaoM  for  the  erection  of  a  marine  hospital  in  the 
ctanrfSt.  Joseph,  in  the  Terriloiy  of  Florida. 

Mr.  CnSHMAN,  from  the  same  committee,  re* 
porMd,  without  amendment,  the  joint  resolution 
frooilhe  Senate  authorizing  the  President  of  the 
United  States  to  cause  certain  sonreys  to  be  made. 
AJao,  a  MU  making  appropriation&  for  building 
]«;hl^iouseSy  light-boats,  beacon  lights  and  buoys 
iSar  the  year  1839. 

Also,  a  bill  making  appropriations  for  building 
a  pier  at  the  nonhern  extremity  of  lake  Wione- 
Im),  and  for  other  purposes. 
Abo,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Nathan  Levy. 
Alsu,  a  bill  to  amend  the  act  to  authorize  a  legis- 
to  or  enrofasient  license  to  be  issued  in  the  name  of 
Ae  president  orsecretary  of  the  incorporated  oom- 
ij  owning  a   steamboat  or  vessel,  passed  3d 
neb,  1835.  ^ 

Mr.  DE  QRAPP,  from  the  same  committee,  re- 
nted a  hill  supplementarv  to  the  tonnage  and  im- 
JiM  acts  of  1799  and  18C3;  which  was  oidered  to  a 
wn  readina:  to-morrow. 
Mr.  MONTGOMERY,  from  the  same  commiip 

B  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Elliot  Smith 
Nathan  Palmer. 

■  iJ**'  *  ^*"  '^^  ^«  ^«^»«^  of  George  Willis. 
ftlCr.    SHIELDS,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Mile  Lands,  reported  the  following  Tesolution, 
Mob  was  eoncurred  in: 

mmmhidf  That  the  Commissioner  of  the  General 
wad  OlBee  be  required  to  transmit  to  this  House 
il«i  trnOr  a  day  as  practicable)  a  oopy  of  thaeor- 


respondence  between  him  and  the  Recorder  in  re- 
lation to  the  correcting,  examining,  signing,  and 
issuing  of  patents;  and  a  statement,  as  near  as  can 
be  ascertained,  of  the  average  number  of  erroneous 
patents  issued  by  mistake  or  inadvertence,  and  his 
opinion  with  regard  to  the  best  remedy  for  the  pre- 
vention of  like  errors  in  future. 

Mr.  LINCOLN,  from  the  same  committee,  re- 
ported a  bill  making  a  donation  of  land  to  the 
Territory  of  Iowa,  for  the  purpose  of  erecting  pub- 
lic buildings  thereon. 

Also,  a  bill  to  compensate  the  township  of  Dub- 
lin, Mereer  county,  Ohio,  for  the  loss  of  school 
lands. 

Mr.  LOOMIS,  from  the  same  committee,  repor- 
ted a  bill  authorizing  the  issuing  of  daplicate  land 
warrants,  in  cases  where  the  original  warrants  are 
lost  or  destroyed. 

Mr.  L.  also  reported  the  following  resolution, 
which  was  concurred  in: 

Reiohei,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  cause  to  be  prepared  and  presen- 
ted to  the  next  Congress,  at  an  early  day,  a  plan 
for  the  sale  of  the  public  mineral  lands,  having  re- 
ference as  well  to  the  amount  of  revenue  to  be  de- 
rived from  them,  and  their  value  as  public  proper- 
ty, as  to  the  equitable  claims  of  individuals  upon 
them;  and  that  he,  at  the  same  time^  communi- 
cate to  Congress  all  the  information  in  possession 
of  the  Treasury  Department  relative  to  their  loca- 
tion, value,  productiveness,  and  occupancy;  and 
that  he  cause  such  further  information  to  be  col- 
lected, and  surveys  to  be  made,  as  may  be  necessa" 
jy  for  these  purposes. 

Mr.  BOULDIN,  from  the  Commitlee  for  the 
District  of  Columbia,  reported,  with  an  amend- 
ment. Senate  bill  to  amend  the  act  establishing 
criminal  courts  in  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Mr  THOMAS,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Ju- 
diciary, reported,  without  amendment,  Senate  bill 
for  the  relief  of  Dr.  John  Campbell  White,  of  Bal- 
timore, in  the  State  of  Maryland;  which,  on  Mr. 
T*S  motion,  was  ordered  to  a  third  reading,  read  a 
third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  MARTIN,  from  the  same  committee,  re- 
ported, without  amendment.  Senate  bill  for  the  re- 
lief of  William  H.  Robertson,  Samuel  H.  Garrow, 
and  J.  W.  Simonton. 

Mr.  PARMENTER,  from  the  Committee  on 
Revolutionary  Claims,  reported  a  bill  for  the  re- 
lief of  Henry  Hoffman. 

Mr.  MAY,  from  the  Committee  on  Private 
Land  Claims,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the 
bein  and  legal  representatives  of  Don  Carlos  de 
Villemont. 

Mr.  CRABB,  from  the  same  committee,  reported, 
without  amendment.  Senate  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Henry  Wilson,  confirming  certain  land  purchases 
in  Arkansas;  which  was  ordered  to  a  third  reading, 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  Mason  of  Ohio,  from  the  Committee  on 
Mitlitary  Affairs,  reported  a  bill  for  the  erection  of 
an  armory  on  the  westf  ro  waters. 

Mr.  McKAY,  from  the  same  committee,  report- 
ed a  bill  making  appropriations  to  pay  the  militia 
of  Vermont  called  out  by  the  Governor  of  that 
State  to  prevent  unlawful  incursions  into  Canada. 

Also,  a  bill  making  an  appropriation  for  the  puiw 
chase  of  land  adjoining  the  arsenal  at  Charleston, 
South  Carolina. 

Also,  a  bill  making  appropriations  to  carry  on 
and  complete  certain  military  surveys. 

Also,  without  amendment,  the  joint  resolution 
from  the  Senate  for  the  purchase  of  the  island  at 
the  confluence  of  the  St.  Peters  and  Mississippi  ri- 
vers; which  was  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

Also,  a  joint  resolution  authorizing  the  Secretary 
of  War  to  purchase,  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  a 
site  for  a  powder  magazine  and  keeper's  bouse; 
which  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  read- 
ing to-day. 

Mr.  BRONSON,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Territories,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the 
Brothertown  Indians,  in  the  Territory  of  Wis- 
consin. 

Also,  a  bill  to  establish  a  system  of  internal  im- 
provements in  Wncansia. 

Also,  a  bill  to  fix  the  salaries  of  the  keepen  of 
thepnkioaRduves.in  Fkuida. 


Mr.  POTTS,  from  the  same  committee,  report- 
ed a  bill  to  alter  and  amend  the  organic  law  of 
the  Territories  of  Wisconsin  and  Iowa. 

Mr.  WHITTLESEY,  from  the  CommiUee  on 
Revolutionary  Pensions,  reported  the  following, 
viz: 

A  bill  in  favor  of  Ellen  Tumey. 

A  biU  in  favor  of  Esther  ParrotL 

A  bill  in  favor  of  Elizabeth  RoWe. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Huldah  Fariow. 

Mr.  BOND,  from  the  same  committee,  reported 
a  bill  granting  a  pension  to  Alexander  Gillis. 

Mr.  MORGAN,  from  the  same  committee,  re- 
ported a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Peter  Hedrick. 

Also,  a  bill  (or  the  relief  of  Cecilia  Ragan. 

Also,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Philip  Hartman. 

Mr.  JOHNSQN  of  Virginia,  from  the  same  com- 
mittee, reported  a  bill  granting  a  pension  to  Joanna 
Bartlett. 

Mr.  TAYLOR,  from  the  Committee  on  ^valid 
Pensions,  reported  a  bill  granting  a  pension  to 
Emanael  Srope. 

Also,  a  bill  granting  a  pension  to  John  H. 
Lincoln. 

Mr.  MITCHELL,  from  the  same  committee, 
reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Jacob  Ealer. 

Also,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Peter  W.  Short. 

Mr.  STANLY,  from  the  same  committee,  re- 
ported a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Sylvester  Tiffin. 

Mr.  AliLEN  of  Vermont,  from  the  same  com- 
mittee, reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Levi  Cole- 
man. 

Also,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Neil  Shannon. 

Mr.  McCLELLANofNew  York,  from  the  same 
committee,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  William 
Poole. 

Mr.  M0N1*G0MERY,  from  the  Committee  en 
Commerce,  made  an  unfavorable  report  on  the  pe* 
tition  of  Lemuel  C.  Richmond. 

Mr.  MASON  of  Virginia,  from  the  same  com- 
mittee, made  unfavorable  reports  on  the  petitions  of 
Stephen  White  and  Samuel  Fettyplace. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WORD,  the  Committee  on  the 
Pnblic  Lands  was  discharged  from  the  further  con- 
sideration of  the  petition  of  certain  citizena  of  Mis- 
souri, praying  a  cession  of  swamp  lands. 

Mr.  KEMBLE,  from  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affaire,  made  an  unfavorable  report  on  the  petition 
of  Ann  C.  Stephen. 

Mr.  GRENNELL,  from  the  same  committee, 
made  an  unfavorable  report  on  the  petition  of  Wil- 
liam Callender. 

Mr.  WHITTLESEY,  from  the  CommiUea  oa 
Revolutionary  Pensions,  made  unfavorable  reports 
on  the  petitions  of  Martha  Laman,  Simon  Brew- 
ion,  and  Edmund  Leavenworth. 

Mr.  BOND,  from  the  same  committee,  made  an 
unfavorable  report  on  the  petition  of  Mre.  Anne 
Royal. 

Mr.  SIBLEY,  from  the  same  committee,  made 
an  unfavorable  report  on  the  petition  of  Barbary 
Buraham. 

Mr.  CHILDS,  from  the  same  committee,  made 
an  unfavorable  report  on  the  petition  of  Rachel 
Fox. 

Mr.  TAYLOR,  from  the  Committee  on  Invalid 
Pensions,  made  unfavorable  reporte  on  the  petitiona 
of  Frederick  Lantz,  Job  Wood,  Peter  Heesion, 
Daniel  Wilson,  and  David  R.  Whitely. 

Mr.  MITCHELL,  from  the  same  committee, 
made  unfavorable  reports  on  the  petitions  of  Sam- 
uel Day  and  Benjamin  Wood. 

Mr.  HEROD,  from  the  same  committee,  made 
an  unfavorable  report  on  the  petition  of  Daniel 
Shipley. 

Mr.  ALLEN  of  Vermont,  from  the  same  com- 
mittee, made  an  unfavorable  report  on  the  petition 
of  Ephralm  Shaler. 

Mr.  PHELPS,  from  the  Committee  on  Patents, 
made  an  unfavorable  report  on  the  petition  of 
Amelia  WeUs. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CONNER,  the  Commitlee  on 
the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads  was  discharged 
from  the  fardier  consideration  of  the  resolution  of 
the  House  of  the  14th  ult.  authorizing  an  inquiry 
inttj  the  expediency  of  permitting  publications  on 
agriculture  to  be  conveyed  by  mail,  free  of  postage. 

iUso,  Mr.  C.  from  the  same  committee,  made  an 
aafavorable  repoit  oa  the  petition  of  sandryoitiae&a 
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of  the  towB  of,  and  Ticinity  of  MaplevUle,  in  tb« 
county  of  Bibb,  Statt  of  Alabtmba,  praying  com- 
^  pensation  saflicient  to  aecnre  the  services  of  a  post- 
master to  perform  the  extraordinary  duties  required 
at  that  post  office. 

Mr.  SBROEA.NT1  from  the  Select  Committee 
on  Steam  Engines,  reported  the  following  resolu- 
tion, which  was  cmicurred  in: 

Bt$olv€df  That  the  committee  be  discharged  from 
the  farther  consideration  of  the  petition  and  papers 
relating  to  the  alleged  invention  of  Cadwallader 
Evans,  the  pubject  being  properly  cognizable  by 
the  commissioner  appointed  nnder  (he  act  of  last 
session. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD,  from  the  select  committee 
thereon,  reported  a  joint  resolution  in  favor  of  the 
heirs  of  Col.  David  Ramsey;  which  was  postponed 
till  Saturday  next. 

Mr.  HUNTER,  from  the  select  committee  on 
the  subject,  reported  a  bill  to  provide  for  the  col- 
lection and  disbursement  of  the  public  revenue. 

Mr.  PICKENS  moved  to  print  5,000  extra  co- 
pies of  the  report,  but  it  being  objected  to,  the  mo- 
tion lies  over. 

ARMV  BILL. 

The  House  then  resumed  the  coiisideration  of 
the  army  service  bill  for  1839. 

The  question  pending  was  the  amendmedt  mov- 
d  yesterday  by  Mr.  MERCER,  "for  the  prosecu- 
tion of  surveys  under  the  act  of  the  30th  of  April, 
1834,  #30,000." 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  moved  the  following 
substitute  '^for  arrearages  of  surveys  under  the  act 
of  30th  of  April,  1824,  (4,000,"  and  produced  a 
letter  from  Col.  Abert,  chief  of  the  Topographical 
Bureau,  showiog  the  latter  sum  to  be  all  that  was 
required  at  present  under  that  act 

Mr.  MERCER  opposed  the  amendment  as  not 
providing  for  a  farther  execution  of  the  law,  a  law 
which  was  still  in  force.  Mr.  M.  produced  a  let- 
ter from  the  Secretary  of  War,  recommending  the 
laiger  sum.  Mr.  M.  insisted  that  it  was  the  duty 
of  (he  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  to  pro- 
vide for  carrying  out  that  law. 

Mr.  BfiLL  complained  of  this  mode  of  shifting 
responsibility  from  the  Executive  shoulders,  by 
these  private  estimates,  sent  in  from  time  to  time, 
without,  in  many  instances,  the  slightest  privity  on 
the  part  of  the  House,  and  by  which  members  of 
that  House  were  oAen  held  alone  responsible  for 
appropriations  which  had  been  recommended  by 
the  Executive. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENQ,  remarking  that  a  bill  hav- 
ing been  reported  this  morning  providing  (10,000 
for  the  carryiag  on  and  completing  of  military  sux- 
Teys,  withdrew  his  amendment. 

Mr.  HOLSdY  made  a  general  reply  to  the  posi- 
tions assumed  by  Mr.  Mercer  and  Mr.  Bell. 

Mr.  PICKENS  contended  that  the  act  of  1824 
only  authorized  an  appropriation  of  #30,000  for 
that  one  year,  and  not,  as  Mr.  Mercer  insisted, 
from  year  to  year.  Mr.  P.  was  opposed  to  the  continu- 
ance of  the  appropriation  on  constitutional  grounds, 
because  though,  if  confined  to  military  surveys 
only,  they  would  come  within  the  pale  of  the  Con- 
stitution, but  it  was  notorious  that  these  sur- 
veys, as  they  had  for  years  been  carried  on,  formed 
the  bases  upon  which  the  internal  improvement  sys- 
tem was  constructed.  The  amount  of  #30,000  was 
but  a  trifle,  yet  he  looked  to  the  enormous  expendi- 
tures involved  in,  and  brought  about  by,  these 
surveys. 

Mr.  GARLAND  of  Virginia  also  opposed  the 
amendment  of  Mr.  Mercer,  and  regarded  it  both 
as  unconstitutional  and  inexpedient.  Mr.  G.  then 
went  into  a  general  argument  against  the  proposi- 
tion as  productive  of  works  of  internal  improve- 
ment, and  involving  immense  appropriations,  often 
for  improvements  which,  but  for  these  surveys, 
would  never  have  been  thought  of.  Mr.  Q.  had 
beard  much  about  economy  and  reform,  and  he 
asked  when  and  where  were  they  to  begin?  Where 
eonld  there  be  a  more  fit  and  suitable  occasion  than 
on  these  surveys,  especially,  too,  when  the  Trea- 
sury was  empty?  If  these  new  surveys  weie  an* 
thorized,  gentlemen  would  be  askiiig  for  harbors, 
clearing  rivers  and  creeks,  constructing  lightphooses, 
ftc4  and  as  CO  much  bad  been  said  Ibr  some  time  pasty 


OA  the  necessity  of  economy,  here  was  the  place  to 
test  the  sincenty  of  men  of  all  parties,  because  the 
interest  of  almost  all  were  involved.  For  himself, 
Mr.  G.  had  always  opposed  these  propositions  as 
unconstitutional. 

Mr.  EVANS  advocated  the  amendment  as  com- 
plying with  the  provisions  of  an  existing  law. 

Mr.  MASON  of  Ohio  contended  that  if  the 
House  rejected  this  amendment,  the  advocates  of 
strict  construction  would  not  attain  their  object,  for 
the  surveys,  if  not  made  under  the  law  of  1894' 
would  be  made  in  some  other  way,  and  as  much 
money  would  be  indirectly  appropriated  as  if  the 
matter  were  openly  and  avowedly  voted  for.  He 
denied  that  the  great  principle  adverted  to  by  Mr. 
Pickens  and  Mr.  Garland  was  involved  in  (his 
proposition,  though,  if  it  was,  he  should  vote  for  it, 
though  he  was  not  in  favor  of  an  extravagant 
scheme  of  internal  improvements.  He  enlogued 
the  law  of  1824  as  having  given  birth  to  many  a 
splendid  work  m  the  Slates,  that,  but  for  it,  would 
never,  perhaps,  have  been  constructed. 

Mr.  TAVLOR  said,  because  appropriations  had 
been  made  in  consequence  of  the  act  of  1834,  he 
did  not  deem  it  obligatory  upon  Congress  to  con- 
tinue them,  for  he  denied  that  that  act  was  pro- 
spective in  its  operation,  but  was  limited  to  the  year 
of  its  passage;  and  he,  for  one,  was  not  disposed  to 
continue  them.  Moreover,  the  proposition  was  of 
too  sfeneral  and  indefinite  a  character,  and  should 
not  be  adopted,  unless  the  House  knew  what  spe- 
cific surveys  were  to  be  made,  so  (hat  they  might 
judge  of  their  nationality.  He  was  willing  to  go 
for  a  survey  of  this  character,  but  for  nothing  more. 

Mr.  HOWARD  remarked  that  (he  gentleman^S 
own  rule  should  induce  him  to  vote  for  this  appro- 
priation, for,  although  it  was  true  that  the  sum  of 
1^0,000  was  asked  ^or  in  gross,  yet  the  commnnica- 
-  lion  of  the  Secretary  of  War  had  specified  the  sur- 
veys proposed  to  be  made  for  the  coming  year. 

AAer  some  remarks  from  Messrs.  GARLAND 
and  CRAIG  in  opposition,  and  Mr.  CARTER,  in 
favorof  the  amendment,  Mr.  PETRIKIN  obtain- 
ed the  floor,  and  moved  the  previous  question; 
which  the  House,  by  tellers,  refused  to  second, 
there  being  65  for,  and  67  against  it. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  expressed  the  hope  that 
if  gentlemen  were  determined  to  have  this  appropri- 
aiion,*  it  would  be  done  in  a  separa(e  bill  and  made 
specific  He  said  the  law  of  1834,  which  this  amend- 
ment inefifectgoes  to  revive,  placed  in  the  hands  of 
the  President  a  power  which  he  wished  not  (o  see 
given  again  to  any  person;  (hat  it  gave  him  abto- 
ln(e  power  to  go  through  every  Sute  of  the  Union, 
(o  make  what  surveys  he  pleased.  He  hoped  that 
there  was  no  party  in  that  House  disposed  to  do 
the  like  act;  and  if  it  were  necessary  to  appropriate 
this  amount  to  surveys,  that  there  were  other  bills 
in  which  this  amendment  might,  with  more  pro- 
priety, be  inserted.  He  appealed  to  the  House, 
therefore,  not  to  append  it  to  the  army  bill,  bat  to 
appropriate  it  by  specific  law,  and  place  it  upon 
its  own  merits. 

Mr.  ROBINSON  of  Virginia  was  also  under 
stood  to  be  opposed  to  the  amendment,  on  the 
ground  that  it  would  revive  the  act  of  ]d84.  He 
was  opposed  to  the  whole  system  of  internal  im 
provements,  and  contended  that  it  was  a  war  upon 
the  Cotfstitntion. 

Before  taking  any  question. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  MURRAY, 

The  House  adjourned. 

IN  SENATE, 
Thdrsoav,  February  7,  1639. 

Mr.  McKEAN  presented  a  memorial  from  the 
Philadelphia  Board  of  Trade,  praying  Congress  to 
cause  piers  to  be  constructed  at  Delaware  city,  at 
the  eastern  debouch  of  the  Chesapeake  and  Dela- 
ware Canal,  for  the  protection  of  ships  in  the  win- 
ter season:  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  McKEAN, 

Retohed,  That  the  documents  on  the  flies  of  the 
Senate  in  relation  to  the  claims  of  the  heirs  of  Ben- 
jamin Harvey  be  again  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Revolutionary  Claims,  with  instructions  to  re- 
port thereon. 

Mr.  SSVIBR  presented  a  memorial  of  the  derks 


of  the  Indian  Bureau,  praymgihat  their  oompensi. 
tion  may  be  raised  to  an  eifuality  widi  that  of6^ 
clerks;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  oa 
Indian  AfiTairs. 

Mr.  S.  also  presented  the  papeis  of ^ 

which  were  referred  to  the  Committee  oa  ladiu 
Afifkirs. 

Mr.  YOUNG  presented  four  memorials,  from  a 
namt>er  of  citiiens  of  the  northern  pan  of  Illinoii, 
praying  for  the  establishment  of  a  land  ofl&ae  ia 
that  poition  of  the  State;  which  was  laid  upo&  tiie 
Uble. 

Mr.  LUMPKIN,  fh>m  the  Committee  on  In- 
dian AfiTairs,  to  which  was  referred  the  act  for  the 
relief  of  John  L.  Allen,  reported  the  same  without 
amendment 

Mr.  WRiGHT,  from  the  Committee  on  FiauiM, 
to  whivh  was  referred  the  resolution  ef  the  Senile 
of  January  d3d,  made  a  report  thereon,  concIudiDg 
with  the  following  resolution: 

Rt»ohedt  That  the  Committee  on  Finance  be  di»> 
chaif  ed  from  the  further  consideration  of  the  ro* 
solutions  of  the  Senate  of  d3d  January  lut,  re- 
specting Territorial  banking  institutions,  and  thi 
ci tension  of  the  jurisdiction  ot  the  courts  over  the 
same;  and  that  the  second  of  the  said  resolatiou 
be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Jodieiaiy; 
which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  W.  also,  from  the  same  committee,  to  vhkli 
was  referred  the  following  bills,  via: 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Samuel  MeComb; 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Henry  Lynch; 

Reported  the  same  without  amendmenu 

Mr  W.  also,  from  the  same  committee,  to  wbioh 
were  referred  the  following  bills,  vis 

An  act  ibr  the  relief  of  Chasielain  and  Ponfcrt;. 

Ai^  act  for  the  relief  of  Zachahah  JelUson; 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Samuel  D.  Walker, 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  James  W.  Osbornr, 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  John  B.  Lasalla; 

Reported  the  same  without  amendment,  ud 
with  a  recommendation  that  they  should  not  pisk 

Mr.  W.  also,  from  the  same  commiuee,  to  «M 
memorials  on  the  subjects  had  been  refened,  » 
ported  the  following  bills: 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  William  A.  Whitehead} 

A  bill  to  remit  or  refund  duties  on  railroid  im 
imported  by  the  WrightavjUe  and  York  rniM 
company; 

Which  were  severally  read,  and  ordered  to  a«* 
cond  reading. 

Mr.  NORVELL,  from  the  Cojimiuee  on  Cm 
merce,  reported  a  bill  making  an  a|»\oropnatioa  At 
the  improvement  of  the  harbor  of  Milwaoki^a 
in  the  Territory  of  Wisconsin;  which  was  Mfc 
and  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  SEVIER,  from  the  Committee  on  Iad«i 
Affairs,  to  which  had  been  referred  an  act  to  a|r 
thorize  the  President  o(  (he  United  States  (0  fiMH 
to  be  issued  to  Us-ae-yoholo,  a  Creek  Indian,  a|lj 
tent  for  a  certain  reservation  of  land  in  the  SiaM| 
Alabama,  reported  the  same  iwithont  ameniiinnl^ 

Mr.  S.  also,  from  the  Committee  on  Indiaa  m 
fairs,  to  which  had  been  referred  the  foUo«iii 
billa,  viz:  i 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Milly  Yates; 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Willis  Stevens;  j 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Poaa  Hadjo;  ^1 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  Dukes;         vi 

An  act  for  (he  relief  of  John  Baldhdge;     , 

Reported  the  same  without  amendment,  anivi| 
a  recommendation  that  they  do  not  pass.  ff| 

Mr.  WILLIAMS  of  Maine,  ixom  the  Qmt^ 
tee  on  Pensions,  to  which  waa  referred  the  | 
of  Henry  ^ry^  reported  a  bill  for  his  relief; 
was  read,  and  ordered  to  a  second  readiiig. 

Mr.  MORRIS,  from  the  Committee  on 
to  which  petitions  on  the  subject  had  been 
reported 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Samuel  White;  aad 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  William  Terry; 

Which  were  read,  and  ordered  to  a  oeco^ 
ing. 

Mr.  M.  also,  from  same  sommittee,  to 
was  referred  the  resolntion  of  the  Senate 
ing  them  to  inquire  into  the  ejqpedien^  of 
teratioa  in  the  pension  lavs,  reported  that  tm 
was  inexpedient. 

Mr.  ROANE^ftom  the  Committee  oa  iha 
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Viet  of  Golambia,  reported  a  bill  sapplemeatary 
loiBietgnntuig  lou  to  ColmnbU  College,  in  the 
IKnkc  o(  Colombia;  which  was  read,  and  ordered 
10  iteeond  reading. 
f  Hr.RUQQLES  presented  a  letter  from  Robert 
Behaylcr,  upon  the  subject  of  steam  boilers;  which 
Vttiefened  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce,  and 
oidemi  to  bt  printed. 

The  resolution  sabnuttetl   yesterday    by   Mr. 
WUOHT  WIS  adopted,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
Sunce  on  Claims. 

llr.  HUBBARD,  from  the  Committee  on  Claims, 
tDwfaieb  bad  been  referred  the  lesolation  of  tne 
Senile,  directing  them  to  inquire  into  the  claim  of 
John  J.  Cntlett,  asked  to  be  discharged  from  the 
luther consideration  thereof,  and  that  the  petitioner 
hire  leave  to  withdraw  his  papers;  which  was 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  SING,  from  the  Commiltee  on  Commerce, 
10  which  were  referred  the  following  bills,  r\z: 
The  bitt  for  the  relief  of  James  Selden; 
The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Gkorge  Innis; 
Beported  the  same  without  amendment. 
Mr.  CLAY  of  fCentncky  presented  a  memorial, 
Vped  by  a  number  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  remonstrating  against  the  inter- 
tence  of  the  citizens  of  other  parts  of  the  country 
ia  die  inbject  of  slavery  in  the  District,  and  against 
uj  ictkn  on  the  part  of  Congress  in  compliance 
liih  snch  nnauthorized  interference. 

AAer  giving  an  abstract  of  the  contents  of  the 
MDorialyMr.C.  said  he  would  embrace  the  op- 
yoMnity  of  presenting  his  views  on  the  subject  of 
these  Abolition  petitions.    He  said  be  had  been 
and  was  still  of  the  opinion,  that  the  proper  course 
for  ihe  djspoaal  of  these  petitions  would  have  been 
tottcpire  them,  and  refer  them  to  an  appropriate 
eoeimittee,  who  might  present  to  the  community  a 
itnmg  and  argumentative  appeal  on  the  subject. 
A  mijoiity  of  the  Senate  thought  otherwise;  and 
vhilt  ihey  had  no  intention  te  yiolate  the  right  of 
petition,  the  course  which  they  had  adopted  had 
aaabled  the  Abolitionists   to  represent  them  as 
having  done  so,  and  thereby  greatly  to  increase 
their  aomericail  strength.    He  said  that  the  petitions 
fiir  (he  abolition  of  slavery  in  the  District  and  in 
the  Terriiorics  was  but  a  means  of  aecompliahing 
the  idtimate  aim  of  the  Abolitionists—universal 
aaaeipation.    They  were  stages,  and  short  stages, 
to  a  bl<x)dy  goal— emancipation  without  compensa- 
Aw,  and  without  moral  preparation.     For   this 
they  were  attempting  to  excite  the  people  of  one 
Mcilon  of  the  Union  against  another  section,  by 
Qtaggeraied  pictures  of  the  horrors  of  slavery. 
Hcnea  iheir  oontinoal  agitation  of  the  subject,  and. 
dwir  attempt  to   connect   it   with    the   political 
Bontrovenics  of  the  country.    He  alluded  to  the 
distiagaighed  agitator  on  another  sphere,  [O'Con- 
nell,]  who  has  said  that  we  should  be  excluded  from 
Ife  /especuhie  society  of  Europe;  a  society  to  which 
hehioselfhasonly  a  kind  of  contraband  admit- 
tinee,  and  was  tolerated  with  a  scornful  repng- 
moe.'  He  considered  his  ebullitions  as  the  malig- 
Aut  ravings  of  the  plunderer  of  his  own  country, 
ttd  the  hbeller  of  a  kindred  people.    He  said  that 
ftnoBs  of  both  sections,  and  of  the  different  politi- 
ttd  parlies  of  the  Union,  have  endeavored  to  profit 
^  the  Abolition  excitement.    Previous  to  the  late 
iHsidential  election,  Mr.  Van-Baren  had  been 
«fauged  with  being  an  AbelitionisL    He  (Mr.  C.) 
lever  participated  or  believed  in  this  chaige.    No, 
fff»  be.il  no  Abolitionist.    He  conjured  Abolition- 
Ms  to  pause,  and  look  on  the  dieadfol  precipice  to- 
^mda  which  they  were  hurrying  our  beloved  coun- 
tty.    He  denied  that  Congress  had  any  power  to 
Wilate  upon  the  subject  ot  slavery.    He  said  that 
^  the  Missoon  compromise,  Florida  had  a  right, 
Mkb  she  had  the  requisite  population,  to  be  admit- 
todio  the  Union  with  the  institution  of  slavery.  He 
'inied  the  nghi  of  Congress  to  interfere    with 
riivery  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  so  long  as 
Avery  did  not  interfere  with  the  comfortable  uccu- 


,  ation  of  the  District  as  a  seat  of  Government  for 
the  Union,  which  ^as  provided  by  the  act  of  ces- 
sion. The  idea  of  Congress  having  power  to  pro- 
hibit the  transportation  of  slaves  from  one  State  to 
another,  was  preposterous.  He  said  that  the  ulti- 
mate aim  of  Abolitiftnists  was  emancipation,  the  uni- 
versal emancipation  of  three  millions  of  slaves 
in  the  United  States.  These  were,  on  an  average, 
worth  at  least  four  hundred  dollars  each;  and  thus 
would  result  the  destruction  of  property  to  the 
amount  of  twelve  hundred  millions  of  dollars,  by  a 
single  fiat  of  legislation.  It  was  said  there  was  no 
right  of  property  in  slaves;  but  that  was  property 
which  the  laws  made  property.  If  Abolitionists 
were  sincere,  they  should  begin,  as  a  prelimmary 
step,  to  raise  these  twelve  hundred  millions  of  dol- 
lars, for  it  would  be  the  height  of  injustice  to  ask 
citizen*  of  slaveholding  States  to  raise  money  to 
pay  for  their  own  property.  He  said  that  the  Abo- 
litionists, whatever  they  might  profess,  were  in  fa- 
vor of  amalgamation,  and  supposed,  as  the  leading 
white  Abolitionists  evinced  no  disposition  to  com- 
mence the  work,  that  they  intended  it  should  be 
carried  out  by  the  pO(Ter  class,  who  were  expected 
to  consent  to  the  vile  and  loathsome  association.  He 
saM  that  the  two  colors  could  not  associate  to- 
gether on  terms  of  equality:  the  whites  must  rule 
the  blacks,  or  the  blacks  would  rule  them;  that 
contests  for  superiority  would  inevitably  take  place, 
and  widely  extended  carnage  and  desoladon  would 
be  the  result.  Our  country,  wiih  its  happy  popu- 
lation, its  smiling  cities,  and  well  cultivated  plan- 
tations, would  present  nought  but  desolated  fields, 
conflagrated  cities,  and  scenes  of  butchery  and 
murder.  Mr.  C.  illustrated  and  defended  these  and 
other  positions,  in  an  able  speech  of  nearly  two 
hoars  in  length,  which  will  be  presented  to'  our 
readers  after  it  is  published. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  said,  that  when  he  turned  his 
eyes  back  for  the  last  twelve  months,  and  com- 
pared what  he  then  heard  with  what  was  now  said, 
in  the  same  quarter,  he  was  forcibly  struck,  and, 
he  might  say,  pleasurably,  with  the  change.  I 
think,  said  he,  that  it  was  just  alK)Ut  one  year 
since  that  the  Senate  was  engaged  in  the  discussion 
of  a  series  of  resolutions,  relating  to  the  same  sub- 
ject on  which  we  have  heard  the  Senator  to-day, 
and  which  occnpied  the  time  ef  this  body  for  about 
two  weeks,  in  the  discussion  of  what  many  were 
plea<ied  to  call  useless  abstractions.  At  that  time 
Abohtion  was  advancing?  with  strides  which  threat- 
ened the  Union  itself.  To  meet  the  approaching 
danger,  he  (said  Mr.  C.)  turned  his  eyes  to  State 
Rights,  as  the  ark  of  our  safety,  and  which  has, 
heretofore,  carried  us  safely  through  every  difficul- 
ty. The  resolutions  to  which  he  refeired,  were 
put  forward  as  the  rallying  ground  for  all  who  em- 
braced the  State  Rights  creed.  How  they  were 
received  on  the  Opposition  side,  he  would  not  say; 
but  on  this  side  he  was  ably  supported  by  bis  Re- 
publican friends  of  the  North,  the  grateful  recol- 
lection of  which  he  should  ever  retain.  That  move- 
m^t  gave  the  first  effectual  blow  to  Abolition. 

At  the  close  of  the  session,  it  was  followed  up  by 
the  address  to  the  people  of  the  United  States, 
which  vrA  headed  by  the  Senator  from  Connecti- 
cut on  my  right,  [Mr.  Nilbs.]  It  took  the  same 
elevated  ground,  that  this  was  not  a  consolidated 
Government,  but  a  Federal  Republic  of  confede- 
rated sovereignties;  and  that  neither  this  Govern- 
ment nor  any  of  the  States,  or  their  citizens,  had  a 
right,  either  here  6t  elsewhere,  to  interfere  with  the 
domestic  institutions  of  the  other  States.  This  ad- 
dress, following  the  original  move,  had  a  powerful 
effect  in  consolidating  all  of  the  State  Rights  creed 
throughout  the  entire  non-slaveholding  Statev 
against  the  Abolitionists,  which  effectually  checked 
their  further  progress. 

At  the  beginning  of  this  session,  another  move- 
ment on  the  same  principle,  made  in  the  other 
wing  of  the  (^itol,  (Mr.  Atrerton^  resolutions,) 
and  which  was  sustained  by  a  strong  majority,  fol- 
lowed with  the  most  happy  effect.  The  work  was 
done.    The  spirit  of  Abolition  was  overthrown,  of 


which  we  have  a  strong  confirmation  in  what  we 
have  this  day  heard.  The  Sooth  was  consul  id  ated 
as  one  man  against  it,  and  a  great  political  party  to 
the  North  was  nearly  equally  united  in  opposition; 
and  he  hoped,  fh>m  indications  that  could  scarcely 
deceive,  that  the  other  party  there  would  also  soon 
be  found  rallied  against  it. 

Sir,  (said  Mr.  C.)  this  is  a  great  epoch  in  our 
political  history.  Of  all  the  dangers  to  which  we 
have  ever  been  exposed,  this  has  been  the  grca?<'st. 
We  may  now  consider  it  as  passed.  The  resolu- 
tions to  which  he  referred,  with  the  following 
movements,  gave  the  lata!  blow,  to  which  the  po- 
sition now  assumed  by  the  Senator  from  Kentucky 
has  given  the  finishing  stroke.  What  has  been 
done,  will  be  followed  by  a  great  moral  revolution 
in  the  tone  of  feeling  and  thinking  in  reference  to 
the  domestic  institutions  of  the  South.  -  Already 
the  discussion  has  effected  a  great  change  among 
ourselves.  There  were  many,  very  many,  in  the 
slaveholding  States,  who,  at  the  commencement  ot 
the  controversy,  believed  that  slavery,  a^  it  exist- 
ed among  us,  was  an  evil  to  be  tolerated,  because* 
we  could  not  escape  from  it,  but  not  lo  be  defend- 
ed. That  has  passed  away.  We  now  believe  it 
has  been  a  great  blessing  to  both  of  the  races — the 
European  and  African,  which,  by  a  mysterious 
Providence,  has  been  brought  together  in  the  South- 
ern 8ection*of  this  Union.  The  one  has  greatly  im- 
proved, and  the  other  has  not  deteriorated;  while,  in 
a  politicat  point  of  view,  it  has  been  the  great  slay 
•f  the  Union  and  our  free  instituiions,  and  one  of 
the  main  sources  of  the  unbounded  prosperity  of 
the  whole.  Now  that  we  have  withstood  thcsht>ck, 
onr  institutions  would  be  viewed  more  fairly  thim 
they  have  heretofore  been,  and  he  had  no  apprehen- 
sion but  that  the  result  would  be  a  great  change  of 
feeling  towards  them,  not  only  in  our  country,  buv 
over  the  civilized  world. 

I  did  not  rise,  said  Mr.  C.  to  enter  into  a  discus- 
sion of  the  subject.  I  heard  the  Senator  from 
Kentucky  with  pleasure.  His  speech  will  have  a 
happy  effect,  and  will  do  much  to-  oonsummaie 
what  had  already  been  so  happily  besun,  ami  suc- 
cessftilly  carried  on  towards  a  completion. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  William  B.  Fer^erson 
and  others,  was  read  a  third  time  and  pas^ed. 

On  motion. 

The  Senate  adjourned. 

HOUSE  OP  REPRESENTATIVES, 

Thursday,  February  7, 1839. 

Mr.  JOHNSON  of  Maryland,  from  the  select 
committee  of  twenty-six,  on  the  subject  of  the  pub- 
lic lands,  reported  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved^  That  the  committee  report  to  the 
House,  and  ask  leave  to  be  discharged  from  the 
further  consideration  of  the  subject  matters  referred 
to  them,  and  that  the  journal  of  the  committee  be 
reported  and  published. 

Risolved^  further f  That  (he  committee  deem  ir  in- 
expedient to  take  further  steps  on  the  subject  of  the 
public  lands. 

Mr.  ROBERTSON,  one  of  the  committee,  ex- 
pressed his  dissent  from  the  report,  and  moved  to 
recommit  it  with  instructions  to  sirik^^  out  all  after 
the  word  "resolved,"  and  insert  as  follows: 

Resolved  fty  tke  Senate  and  House  of  Representalhei 
qfthe  United  States  ^  America  in  Congress  asstnvdfd^ 
That  hereafter  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  shall 
cause  separate  accounts  to  be  kept  of  all  moneys 
paid  into  the  Treasury  on  account  of  salrs  of  the 
public  lands,  to  he  disposed  of  in  the  manner  here- 
in provided,  unless  otherwise  by  law  specially  di- 
rected^ viz:  he  shall  on  the  1st  day  of  July,  ruc- 
ceediug  the  next  census,  snd  hereafter  semi-annu- 
ally, on  the  Isi  days  of  July  and  January  in  every 
year,  divide  all  the  said  moneys  then  in  the  Trea- 
sury, among  the  several  Stales  of  the  Uni«n,  in  the 
ratio  of  their  Federal  numbers:  Provided,  nevertkeless. 
Thai  nothing  herein  contained,  shall  be  construed 
to  prohibit  ^he  appropriation  of  the  proceeds 
of  the  public  lands,  or  sticfa  poriiou  there- 
of     as     may     be     requisite      to      meet     ihe 
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neoe^'vary  expenditures  of  the  Qoreniment  for 
any)  tar  in  which  the  receipts  from  the  customs 
aud  otlitT  5;ources  of  revenae  should  be  estimated 

to  (all  btlow millions  of  dollars,  and  when  it 

ihall  be  (ic^emed  proper  on  that  accoant  to  apply 
the  said  proceeds  to  special  appropriations  to  suf^- 
ply  the  deficiency  and  meet  those  expenditures: 
Prtmitd,  also,  That  in  the  event  of  a  war  between 
tlw  United  Slates  and  any  foreign  power,  the  said 
semiannual  division  shall  cease,  and  be  suspended 
daring  the  continuance  of  such  war:  Protided^more^ 
over,  Tnat  nothing  herem  contained  shall  be  con- 
8trae<l  to  impair  the  right  and  obligation  of  Con- 
gress, whenever  it  shall  satisfactorily  appear  that 
benefits  from  the  aae  of  the  public  lands,  or  the  pro- 
ceeds thereof,  have  been  heretofore,  or  shall  be 
herealter,  conferred  on  particular  States,  to  extend, 
as  far  as  practicable,  to  each  and  all  the  States,  in 
their  due  and  just  proportions,  who  may  require, 
or  be  willing  to  accept  them,  similar  benefits  upon 
the  same  or  equivalent  terms. 

Mr.  R.  addressed  the  House  at  length,  in  sup- 
port of  his  proposition,  and  went  into  the  history 
of  the  aation  of  the  various  Suites  of  the  Union 
on  the  sqbjeet  of  a  disposition  of  the  public  lands 
Mr.  R.  kept  the  floor  till  the  orders  of  the  day 
were  announced. 

The  SPEAKER  laid  before  the  House  the  fol- 
lowing message  from  the  President  of  the  United 
8tates|  which  was  laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  to 
be  printed. 

To  the  SemUe  and  House  qf  RepretentaUva  iff  Ou 
UnUed  SUter, 

In  compliance  with  the  act  of  Congress  of  3d 
March,  1829, 1  herewith  transmit  to  Congress  the 
10th  annual  report  of  the  Board  of  lospectors  of 
the  renitentiary  of- Washington. 

(Signed,)  M.  VAN  BUREN. 

WisHiNOTON,  6th  Feb.  1839. 

The  SPFAKER  also  laid  before  the  House  the 
follewing  Executive  communications,  viz: 
^  A  report  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in 
compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Re- 
presentatives of  the  15th  ultimo,  transmitting  a  let- 
ter from  the  Commissioner  of  the  Qcneral  Land 
Office,  giving  information  of  the  whole  amount  of 
the  public  lands  to  which  the  Indian  title  has  been 
extinguished,  the  amount  granted  for  bounty  and 
public  services,  the  amount  surveyed,  the  amounts 
ceded  to  the  States  and  Territories,  and  reserved 
for  purposes  of  education,  dbc.;  the  entire  cost  to 
the  Government  of  all  public  lands  to  which  the 
Indian  title  has  been  extinguished;  and  the  quanti- 
ties of  land  thav  have  remained  unsold  by  the 
latest  return,  te  &c 

A  communication  from  the  Secretary  of  War, 
•in  obedience  to  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Re- 
presentatives of  the  28th  instant,  transmitting  a 
report  from  the  Colonel  of  the  Topographical  En- 
gineers, accompanied  by  a  report  and  drawings  of 
the  harbor  of  Stonington,  Connecticut. 

A  communication  from  the  Secretary  of  War, 
in  obedience  to  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  the 
28th  ult.  giving  his  opinion  whether  the  improve- 
ttients  can  be  suspended  or  discontinued  upon  the 
harbors  now  in  process  of  construction,  without 
endangering  the  existence  of  the  structures  already 
began,  and  without  exposing  the  GK>vemment  to  a 
waste  of  the  moneys  already  expended;  showing, 
also,  the  average  progress  of  these  harbors  towards 
completion,  and  how  far  the  interests  of  com- 
merce would  be  deleteriously  aflected  by  such  sus- 
pension or  discontinuance;  accompanied  hy  various 
documents  relating  to  these  subjects. 

A  communication  from  the  Secretary  of  War, 
transmitting  a  report  of  the  Commissioner  of  Pen- 
mons,  in  reply  to  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Re- 
presentatives of  the  31st  December,  giving  a  state- 
ment of  the  number  of  pensions  under  the  act  of 
March  18, 18 1€,  which  have  been  relinquished,  and 
other  infomtation  respecting  them. 

A  communication  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury, in  obedience  to  the  resolution  of  the  House  of 
Representatives  of  the  4th  instant,  giving  uiforma- 
tion  as  to  what  funds  have  been  made  by  that  De- 
partment to  Wm.  E.  Woodruff,  pension  agent  for 
the  State  of  Arkansas. 

Which  several  communications  were  ordered  to 
lie  on  the  table,  and  be  printed. 


Petitions  were,  on  leave,  preFcnted  l>v  Messr'^ 
TILLINGHA^T,  NAYLOR,  P.  FLETCHER, 
JOHNSON  cif  Louisiaua,  KEMBLE,  GOODE, 
and  CRANSTON. 

'  [Mr.  Kemblb  submitted  a  joint  resolution  for 
the  survey  of  the  lakes  on  the  Northern  and  North- 
western confines  of  the  United  Slates;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce.] 

[Mr.  Johnson,  of  Louisiana  presented  a  petition, 
signed,  it  is  believed,  by  several  fhotisand  citizens 
of  the  State  of  Louisiana,  soliciting  the  entire  re- 
peal of  the  acts  providing  for  the  naturayzation  of 
foreigners,  and  that  Congress  will  majte  provision, 
by  law,  for  the  protection  of  the  United  States  from 
the  indiscriminate  influx  of  foreign  emigrants,  both 
of  which  they  deem  necessary  for  the  preservation 
of  our  Republic  and  glorious  institutions. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Johnson,  the  petition  was  or- 
dered to  be  printed,  and  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union.] 
ARMY  SERVICE  BILL. 

The  House  then  resumed  the  consideration  Of 
the  bill  making  appropriations  for  the  support  of 
the  army  of  the  United  States  for  the  year  1839. 

The  pending  question  was  on  the  motion  of  Mr. 
McRCBR  to  amend  the  bill  by  adding  to  the  end 
thereof  an  appropnation  of  |30,000.for  the  prose- 
cution of  surveys  under  the  act  of  1824. 

Mr.  PETRIKIN  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays, 
which  were  ordered. 

The  main  point-of  the  debate  on  this  proposed 
item  wjLs,  whether  the  act  of  1824  was  prospective 
and  continuous  in  its  operation,  or  expired  at  the 
end  of  the  year,  or  when  the  first  appropriation 
made  by  it  was  expended.  The  opposers  of  Mr. 
Mercbr^  amendment  insisted  upon  the  limitation, 
and  that  the  law  was  no  longer  in  force;  while  its 
supporters  contended  that  the  act  was  a  general 
one,  and  the  money  appropriated  under  it  designed 
to  be  continued  annually.  The  following  is  the 
law  of  1824,  the  second  and  only  other  section 
merely  appropriating  f  30,000  to  carry  out  the  re- 
quirement of  the  first: 

"B«  it  enaeUd  hy  Ike  Senate  and  Howe  qf  Reprt- 
ientaUvee  qfAe  United  States  of  Aw/enoa  in  Congress 
assenUtled^  liiat  the  President  of  the  United  States 
is  hereby  authorized  to  cause  the  necessary  surveys, 
plans,  and  estimates,  to  be  made  of  the  routes  of 
such  roads  and  canaJs  as  he  may  deem  of  national 
importaince,  in  a  commercial  or  military  point  of 
view,  or  necessary  for  the  transportation  of  the 
public  mail;  designating,  in  the  case  of  each  canal, 
what  parts  may  be  made  capable  of  sloop  naviga- 
tion; the  surveys,  plans,  and  estimates,  for  each, 
when  completed,  to  be  laid  before  Congress.*' 

Mr.  MERCER  again  addressed  the  House  at 
length  in  support  of  his  proposition. 

Mr.  HOWARD  moved  a  substitute  for  the 
amendment,  by  specifying  the  surveys  to  be  made, 
the  amount  being  the  same. 

•Mr.  HAYNBS  said  he  would  intrude  but  a  few 
moments  upon  the  attention  of  the  House.  He  said 
we  had  heard  much  about  the  act  of  1824  and  its 
obligations  upon  Congress  to  make  appropriations 
for  surveys.  There  was  but  one  portion  of  that 
act  obligatory  upon  any  one.  By  it  the  President 
is  required  to  present  to  Congress  such  objects  of 
survey  as,  in  his  judgment,  required  its  attention. 
Congress  was  led  free,  by  the  act  referred  to,  to 
appropriate,  or  not  appropriate,  money  for  surveys, 
as,  in  its  judgment,  may  seem  proper.  As  had  been 
justly  observed  by  his  friend  from  Soutt  Carolina, 
[Mr.  PicKBNS,]  the  act  of  1824  imposed  on  Con- 
gress no  obligation  to  appropriate  any  particular 
sum,  as  the  appropriation  of  that  year  was  merely 
an  annual  appropriation.  If  it  had  been  intended 
to  be  perpetual,  that  intention  would  have  been  ex- 
pressed in  the  act,  and  further  annual  appropria- 
tions would  have  since  been  unnecessary. 

The  gentleman  from  Virginia  [Mr^  Merger]  had 
stated  to  the  House  that,  since  1824,  about  two  hun- 
dred and  fifty  thousand  dollars  had  been  appropri- 
ated under  the  act  referred  to.  This  shows  those 
appropriations  had  not  been  annually  repeated,  as 
it  would  only  cover  about  eight  r  years  of  the  thir- 
teen, at  the  rate  of  thirty  thousand  dollars  per  an- 
num. But  he  had  risen  merely  to  ask  the  House, 
if  thirty  thousand  dollars  had  been  the  maximum 
appropriation  for  sonreya  annually,  when  the  Ti^- 


sury  was  unembarrassed,  are  we  prepared  to  increase 
It  to  the  unusual  amount  of  fifty-five  tbousaDd  dol- 
lars, when,  if  appropriations  should  be  made  a^ 
cording  to  the  annual  estimates,  the  wairs  and 
means  must  be  provided  by  the  creation  of  a  na* 
tional  debt)  Already  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs  had  reported  a  bill  asking  an  appropriaaoa 
of  ten  thousand  dollars  for  military  surreys;  and 
the  Committee  on  Commerce  had  asked  an  addi- 
tional sum  of  fifteen  thousand  dollars  for  commer- 
cial surveys;  and  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman 
from  ViiTginia  [Mr.  Mercer]  asked  for  thirty  thoti. 
sa^d  more.  He  again  a^ke d,  is  the  Hou^k  pr^ 
pared,  with  an  exhausted  Treasury,  to  exceed  ibe 
usual  appropriation  for  surveys  twenty-five  thou- 
sand dollars? 

Mr.  MARYI V  obtained  the  floor,  and,  the  sob- 
jects  being  connected,  availed  himself  of  the  op-  ' 
portunity  to  conclude  his  speech  upon  the  internaf 
improvement  system,  the  constitutionality  of  which 
he  maintained  at  great  length. 

Mr.  MALLORY  then  obtained  the  floor,  and 
moved  an  adjournment;  but  yielded  it  to  . 

Mr.  CAMBRELENO,  who  expressed  a  wish  to ' 
have  all  the  appropnation  bills  made  the  special 
order  from  day  to  day,  till  disposed  of.  (Cries  of 
No!  No!) 

Mr.  BELL  suggested  to  make  this  bill  the  spe 
cial  order  for  to-morrow  and  next  day. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENQ  had  no  objection,  and  he 
asked  leave  to  submit  a  motion  to  that  effect,  bat  it 
was  objected  to;  and  Mr.  C.  thef  moved  a  su^a- 
sion  of  the  rales,  and  demanded  the  yeas  and  aajs, 
which  were  ordered. 

Mr.  POPE  moved  that  the  House  adjourn. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENO  said  he  must  ask  for  the 
yeas  and  najrs,  for,  unless  his  motion  prevailed,  it 
would  be  fatal  to  the  appropriation  bills,  for  nearly 
all  next  week  would  be  taken  up  by  other  special 
orders. 

The  yeas  and  nays  being  ordered,  Mr.  POPE 
withdrew  his  motion.    * 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  modified  his  motion  so 
as  to  make  the  bill  the  order  for  to-morrow  and 
Saturday,  also,  if  not  sooner  dispo^d  of,  and  to 
take  it  up  after  the  morning  business. 

Mr.  PETRIKIN  then  renewed  the  motion  to  ad- 
journ; but  the  yeas  and  nays  having  been  a$aia 
ordered,  on  the  call  of  Mr.  Cambreleno,  he  with- 
drew it. 

The  motion  to  suspend  the  rules  was  decided  io 
the  negative — ^yeas  93,  noes  60,  not  two-thirds. 

Mr.  HAYNES  then  demanded  the  previotis 
question. 

Mr.  MALLORY  moved  that  the  House  ad- 
journ. 

Mr.  INGHAM  and  Mr.  CAMBRELENO  si- 
multaneously called  for  the  yeas 'and  nays;  which, 
being  ordered,  were  57  to  91. 

8o  the  House  refused  to  adjourn;  and  (beqt!e^ 
tion  recurred  on  ihe  demand  for  the  previous  qae*' 
tion;  when 

Mr.  NAYLOR  moved  a  call  of  the  Hour 
l«st. 

The  demand  for  the  previous  question  wai* 
conded,  B3  to  53. 

Mr.  MERCER  called  for  the  yeas  and  nayt  d 
ordering  the  main  question  to  be  put;  but  they  wen 
refused,  and  the  mam  question  was  ordered,  p^ 
and  agreed  to  without  a  division.  '     i 

So  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  fofj 
third  reading,  and  was  then  rend  a  third  timetm 
passed.  ^ 

The  SPEAKER  laid  before  the  Hoase  a  td 
sage  from  the  President  of  the  United  States,  m 
warding  the  report  of  the  commissioners  appoiai 
to  test  the  usefulness  of  inventions  to  prevent ■ 
explosion  of  steam  boilers.    ^  | 

Also,  a  communication  from  the  Se5retaty  j 
the  Treasury  in  relation  to  the  accounts  of  Tbon 
Irvine,  district  att*ney  for  the  western  dislrictj 
Pennsylvania.  ' 

On  motion, 

The  House  adjourned. 

IN  SENATE^ 
PiTDAY,  February  8,  1839. 
The  PRESIDENT  presented  a  commtiQiCi 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasory,  in  coiopli 
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vitk  a  nsolmkNi  of  the  Seute  of  the  Sdd  ultimo, 
IB  retauicii  to  the  ezeicise  of  bankiDg  ptiYileges  by 
iioorpoimted  oompanies  or  iDdividaals  in  the  Tern- 
tones  of  the  United  States;  which  was  laid  on  the 
tabtey  aiii  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Also,  a  memorial  from  inhabitants  of  Ohio  city, 
a  relation  to  the  neutrality  laws;  which  was  re- 
felled  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations. 

Mr.  McKEAN  presented  a  memorial  from  mer- 
cksats  and  other  citizens  of  Philadelphia,  praying 
Congress  to  make  the  neceaary  appropriations  to 
crea  a  new  cnstom-honse  for  that  district;  which 
vts  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

Mr.  CLAY  of  Alabama  presented  the  petition 
of  Colin  Bishop,.po8tmaster  of  Tnseombia,  Ala- 
biaa;  whieh  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
tbe  PiOBi  Office  and  Post  Roads. 

Mr.  MORRIS,  from  the  Committee  on  Pensions, 
to  which  was  referred  an  act  for  the  relief  Isaac 
Conlj,  reported  the  same  without  amendment. 

Mr.  M.  also,  from  the  same  committee,  to  which 
VI8  referred 
An  act  for  the  relief  of  George  Hommel; 
Aa  act  for  the  relief  of  Biaria  Hombeck; 
Aa  act  for  the  relief  of  Thompson  Hutchinson; 
and 

Aa  act  for  the  relief  of  Gkoige  Cassady; 
reported  the  same  without  amendment,  and  with 
areeommeadation  against  their  passage. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN,  from  the  Committee  on  Fo- 
nifln  Relations,  to  which  was  referred 

Aa  act  for  the  settlement  of  the  acoonnis  of  Ed- 
mnnd  Roberts;  and 

Aa  act  for  the  relief  of  Benjamin  Hewitt; 
reported  the  same  with  amendments. 

Mr.  B.  from  the  same  committee,  to  which  was 
leicfxed 
An  act  for  the  relief  of  Cometins  Manning;  and 
An  act  for  the  relief  of  Benjamin  Hodgeit; 
leported  the  same  without  amendment,  and  with  a 
leeommendation  for  their  indefinite  postponement. 
Mr.  WITJilAMS  of  Maine,  from  the  Committee 
ea  Nawal  Aflairs,  to  whieh  had  been  referred  the 
biUfor  the  relief  of  Dudley  Walker,  reported  the 
sime  with  aa  amendment. 

Mr.  WRIGHT,  from  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
to  which  was  referred  the  bill  mor»  effectually  to 
secure  public  money  in  the  hands  of  officers  and 
agents  of  the  Go?emment,  and  to  punish  public 
defaulter*;  reported  the  same  with  amendments; 
and  the  hill  and  amendments  were  ordered  to  be 
piiated,  aad  made  the  special  order  for  Tuesday 


Mr.  WALL,  fh>m  the  Committee  on  the  Judi- 
ciary, to  which  was  referred  the  bill  to  establish  a 
board  of  commissioners  to  hear  and  examine 
daiais  agamst  the  United  States,  reported  the  same 
with  aa  aoKudment,  which  was  ordered  to  be 
piated,  aad,  oa  hia  motion,  it  was  made  the  order 
of  the  day  for  Moaday  next. 

Mr.  W.  from  the  same  eommittee,  to  which  was 
refened  so  much  of  the  memorial  of  Maria  Helen 
Ametjgo  Vespucci  as  relates  to  conferring  upon  her 
the  right  of  citizenship,  reported  against  the  ezpe- 
diency  of  any  alteration  of  the  law  of  Congress  esta* 
hfishiagan  uniform  mode  of  naturalization,  and 
asked  to  be  discharged  from  the  f orther  considera- 
tion thereof;  which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  LUMPKIN,  from  the  Committee  on  Indisn 
AflaicSy  to  which  was  referred  the  resolution  of  the 
Seaate  of  the  90(b  ult.  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief 
ef  the  assignees  to  reserrations  under  the  Choctaw 
treaty  of  1830;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  a 
seoood  reading. 

Mr.  CLAY  of  Kentucky,  from  the  Committee 
OB  Foreiga  Relations,  to  which  was  referred  the  act 
for  the  relief  of  ttie  legal  representatiyes  ef  Wil- 
liam Tudor,  jr.  reported  the  same  without  amend- 

Mt.  HUBBARD,  from  the  Committee  on  Claims, 
10  which  was  referred  the  biU  for  the  relief  of  Abel 
A.   Pasko,  reported  the  same  without  amendment. 

Mr.  LINN,  from  the  Committee  an  Private 
Laad  Claims,  to  which  was  referred  Uie  act  for  the 
relief  of  Etienne  Lalande,  reported  the  same  with- 
««C  amendment. 

Mr.  MERRICK  .presented  the  memorial  of 
Thomaa  B.  Crittenden;  which  was  referred  to  the 
aitlse  on  Pensions. 


The  resolution  submitted  by  Mr.  MORRIS,  on 
Wednesday,  on  the  subject  of  slavery  coming  up 
for  consideration, 

Mr.  CLAY  of  ^lalMuna  demanded  the  question 
of  its  consideration. 

Mr.  NORVELL  said  it  was  veiy  erident  that 
the  consideration  of  this  resolution  would  lead  to  a 
long  and  interminable  abolition  discussion,  and  every 
Senator  must  be  convinced  that  this  would  be  pro- 
ductive of  no  good  result.  For  the  purpose,  there- 
fore, of  getting  rid  of  the  resolution,  he  moved  to 
lay  the  question  of  its  consideration  on  the  table, 
and  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  motion. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  requested  the  Senator  from 
Michigan  to  withdraw  his  motion  for  a  moment 
IMr.  NoRVELL  assented.]  He  said  he  should  vote 
against  the  proposition  to  lay  upon  the  table. 
From  his  whole  course  on  the  subject  of  these  abo- 
lition petitions,  he  supposed  no  person  would  sus- 
pect him  of  being  friendly  to  them,  or  to  their  ob- 
jects. But  fair  play  is  a  jewel;  and  he  thought 
that  the  Senator  from  Ohio  [Mr.  Morris]  had  a 
right  to  be  heard,  and  to  reply  to  the  remarks  that 
were  made  in  the  Senate  on  this  subject  yesterday. 
That  being  done,  he  was  willing  to  take  any  course 
which  might  put  the  subject  effectually  at  resu 

Mr.  HUBBARD  said  that  there  was  no  want  of 
"fair  play*'  in  the  course  proposed  by  the  Senator 
from  Michigan.  What  is  proposed?  The  Senator 
from  Ohio  has  submitted  to  the  Senate  a  resolution 
upon  the  subject  of  domestic  slavery — a  resolution 
embracing  subjects  important  in  their  character; 
and  if  this  resolution  be  now  taken  up,  in  his  opi- 
nion, ^t  would  inevitably  lead  to  debate.  The 
Senator  from  Alabama  raises  the  question  of  consi- 
deration, and  the  Senator  from  Michigan  moves 
to  lay  that  question  on  the  table.  The  object  is 
manifestly  to  avoid  discusnon  at  this  time;  and  this 
was,  in  his  judgment,  the  course  which  ought  to  be 
pursued  upon  the  resolution.  But  the  Senator 
from  Ohio  is  not  thereby  precluded  from  offering 
his  views  upon  the  subject  of  slavery.  He  can,  5 
he  pleases,  in  imitation  of  the  example  set  by  the 
Senator  trom  Kentucky  yesterday,  present  bis  views 
at  large  on  offering  to  the  Senate  a  memorial  upon 
that  subject.  This  right  he  has,  this  privilege  he 
now  enjoys,  if  he  chooses  to  exercise  it,  and  he 
knew  of  no  rule  of  the  Senate  which  could  prevent 
him,  or  any  Senator,  from  going  fully  mtothe 
subject  of  any  memorial  he  might  be  called  upon  to 
presenL  But  he  did  hope  that  the  resolution  of- 
fered by  the  Senator  from  Ohio  would  not  be  taken 
up  for  consideration.  If  once  before  the  Senate  it 
would  be  debated,  and  such  a  debate  could  lead  to 
no  profitable  result.  At  this  period  of  the  session 
he  was  utterly  opposed  to  bringing  that  resolution  be- 
fore thCsSenate,  and  he  shoald,  with  great  plea- 
sure, vote  in  favor  of  the  motion  of  his  friend  from 
Michigan. 

Mr.  MORRIS  felt  very  much  obliged  to  the 
Senator  from  New  Hampshire  for  the  information 
that  he  had  the  same  right  as  any  other  Senator  to 
express  his  opinions  on  subjects  brought  before  that 
body.    He  soppossd  that  he  ought  to  return  him 

grofound  thanls  for  this  gracious  privilege.  Mr. 
f .  proceeded  to  comment  on  the  course  of  Sena- 
tors with  much  severity,  when  he  was  called  to 
order  by  the  President. 

Mr.  M.  wished  to  know  in  what  he  was  out  of 
order:  in  the  language  he  had  used,  or-^— 

The  PRESIDENT  said  the  motion  made  by  the 
Senator  from  Miehigan  was  not  a  debatable  one^ 
and  therefore  all  discussion  on  it  was  out  of  order. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  motion  to 
lay  the  motion  to  consider  on  the  table,  (the  ayes 
and  noes  having  been  ordered,)  and  decided  ia  the 
affirmative — ^yeas  S3,  nays  20,  as  follows: 

YEAS-^Mes^.  Allen,  Bentoa,  Brown,  Cal« 
boon.  Clay  of  Alabama,  Foster,  Fulton,  Habbard, 
King,  Linn,  Lumpkm,  Merrick,  Mouton,  Nicho- 
las, Norvell,  Pierce,  Preston,  Roane,  Sevier,  Smith 
of  Connecticut,   Spence,  and  White— 32. 

NAYS-^Messrs.  Bayard,  Buchanan,  Clay  of 
Kentucky,  Clayiou,  Critteoden,  Davis,  McKean, 
Morris,  Niles,  Prentiss,  Bobbins,  Robinson,  Rug- 
gles,  Smith  of  Indiana,  Souihard,  Swift,  Tall- 
■Q^K^i  Wall,  Williams  of  Maine  and  Young— SO. 

Mr.  TALLMADGE  presented  the  synopsis  of  a 
bill  befoie  the  British  ParliamcAt  for  reducing  and 


equalizing  leUer  postage;  which  was  ordered  to  li<> 
printed. 

Mr.  CLAY  of  Alabama  submitted  the  following 
resolution,  which  was  considered  and  adopted. 

RMoIsed,  That  the  Committee  on  Commerce  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  pur- 
chasing additional  ground  for  the  use  of  the  custom-  ^ 
house  in  Mobile. 

Mr.  DAVIS  submitted  the  following  resolution, 
which  lies  one  day : 

Btsolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be 
directed  to  lay  before  the  Senate  the  annual  amount 
of  net  revenue  collected  from  all  sources  in  each 
year  for  the  last  ten  .years,  designating,  as  far  as  it 
can  conveniently  be  done,  the  several  kinds  of 
goods  from  which  re  renue  derived  from  imports  Is 
raised;  and  the  amount  derived  from  each  kind  in 
each  year,  and  also  the  rate  of  duty.  , 

Mr.  WALL,  from  the.  Committee  on  the  Judi- 
ciary, to  which  was  referred  an  act  (ot  the  relief  of 
Daniel  Ward  and  George  Ficklin,  reported  the 
same  without  amendment. 

The  following  bills  were  read  a  third  time  and 
passed: 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Capt  Snodgrass^s  compa- 
ny of  Alabama  volunteers. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Ephraim  Spragne. 

An  act  for  the  benefit  of  the  Selma  and  Tennes- 
see Railroad  Company. 

An  act  granting  to  the  State  of  Illinois  the  right 
of  way  through  the  public  lands  of  the  United 
States,  and  for  other  purposes. 

An  act  to  regulate  the  pay  of  masters  of  the  navy. 

An  act  to  establish  a  pension  agency  at  Montpi- 
lier,  in  the  State  of  Vermont. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  John  McLeod. 

The  bill  to  prevent  the  interference  of  certain  • 
Federal  officers  in  elections  being  the  special  order, 
was  taken  up  for  consideration. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN  then  offered  to  amend  the 
bill  by  striking  out  the  penalty  imposed,  of  a 
fine  of  five  hundred  dollars  and  incapacity  to  hold 
office  under  the  United  States,  and  to  insert  in  lieu 
thereof  a  clause,  that  any  person  offending  against 
the  provisions  of  the  act  shall  forthwith  be  remov- 
ed from  office  by  the  President  of  (he  United  States. 

Mr.  NORVELL  called  fot  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
the  question. 

Mr.  KING  hoped  his  friend  from  Michigan 
would  withdraw  his  call  for  the  yeas  and  nays.  He 
was  opposed  to  the  bill  as  it  stood,  and  as  the  au- 
thor proposed  to  amend  it,  and  should  veto  against 
it  in  either  shape.  But  he  would  prefer  that  the 
Senator  should  modify  his  bill  to  suit  himself;  and 
then,  said  Mr.  K.  let  him  go  on  to  explain  it,  and 
endeavor  to  make  it  palatable  to  the  Senate. 

Mr.  NORVELL  accordingly  withdrew  his  call 
for  the  yeas  and  nays,  saying,  that  as  he  was  op- 
posed to  the  bill  in  any  shape,  he  was  averse  to 
the  Senate's  taking  a  vote  ihit  would  seem  to  im- 
ply an  approval  of  any  principle  in  it. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN  then  said  that  he  would 
postpone  for  the  present  taking  the  question  on  the 
amendment,  and  went  on  to  address  the  Senate  at 
length  in  support  of  the  bill,  and  in  opposition  to 
the  report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary;,  on 
the  conclusion  of  which. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WALL, 

The  Senate  adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES, 
Fridav,  Feb.  8, 1839. 

Th*;  CHAIR  announced,  as  the  unfinished  busi- 
ness of  the  morning  hour,  the  report  made  yester- 
day by  Mr.  W.  C.  Johnson,  from  the  select  com- 
mittee on  the  public  lands.  The  pending  question 
being  on  Mr.  Robkrtson*s  substitue,  as  pnnred  in 
last  evening's  Globe, 

Mr.  ROBERTSON  was  entitled  to  the  floor,  bat 
yielded  it  temporarily  for  the  following: 

Mr.  YELL,  on  leave,  laid  on  the  table  the  fol- 
lowing amendment  to  Mr.  Robertson's  proposition, 
giving  noLice  he  should  move  it  when  in  order  lo 
do  so. 

Sac.  3.  Be  Ufiartkir  enaeUd,  That  (he  Secretary   ~ 
of  the  Treasury  shall,  at  the  commencement  of 
the  next  session  of  Congress,  report  a  correct  esrioiate 
of  the  annual  amount  of  money  received  and  paid 
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into  ire  public  Treasury,  arising  from  the  «alcs  of 
the  public  land,  since  the  adoption  of  the  Federal 
Constitation;  and,  also,  the  annual  appropriations 
for  each  State,  since  the  adoption  of  the  Constitu- 
tion, and  the  jmv  r«to  amoont  received  by  each  out 
of  the  amount  of  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  thd 
public  lands,  annually,  and  the  aggregate  amount 
either  in  money  or  land:  PrcMed^  htwewer,  That 
no  State  shall  receive  the  benefit  of  this  act,  un- 
til all  the  States  of  this  Union  shall  have  received 
an  equal  amount,  placing  all  upon  an  equality, 
leeording  to  the  fixed  basis  of  the. representation, 
and  according  to  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  the 
several  deeds  of  cession. 

Mr.  LOOMIS,  on  leave  granted,  moved  to  print 
10,000  extra  copies  of  the  report  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  of  the  whole  amount  of  the  public 
lands  to  which  the  Indian  title  has  been  extinguish- 
ed, the  amount  granted  for  bounty  and  public  ser* 
Tices,  the  amount  surveyed,  the  amounts  ceded  to 
the  States  and  Terriuiries,  and  reserved  for  purpo- 
ses of  education,  Ac.\  the  entire  cost  to  the  Govern- 
ment of  all  public  lands  to  which  the  Indian  title 
has  been  exlinguisheJ;  and  the  quantities  of  land 
that  have  remained  unsold  by  the  latest  return, 
&c.  together  with  another  report  made  on  the  same 
subject  some  days  since.  Mr.  L.  explained  that 
these  documents  were  very  important,  and  would 
not  exceed  a  single  ocuvo  sheet. 

Mr.  BRIGGS  suggested  20,000,  which  Mr.  L. 
accepted,  and  so  modified,  the  motion  was  agreed 
to. 

•  Mr.  CHAPMAN,  on  leave,  from  the  Commit- 
tee on  Public  Lands,  reported,  without  amendment, 
Senate  bill  for  the  benefit  of  the  Florida,  Alabama, 
and  Georgia  Railroad  Company;  which  was  com- 
mitted. 

•  Mr.  ROBERTSON  then  proceeded  with  bis  re- 
marlis  on  the  subject  of  the  public  lands,  citing  the 
expressions  of  various  States  thereon;  and  he  then 
went  on  to  detail  what  had  been  done  in  the  com- 
mittee, and  the  proceedings  therein  on  the  sundry 
propositions  offered  by  diflferent  members,  causing 
thenf  to  be  read  at  the  derk^s  table.  Mr.  R.  again 
held  the  floor  until  the  orders  of  the  daj  were 
called  for. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  gave  notice  that,  on  Mon- 
day next,  he  should  ask  the  House  to  proceed  with 
the  remainder  of  the  appropriation  bills,  that  not  be- 
ing petition,  but  resolution  day. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  James  P.  Cariton,  on 
its  third  reading,  was  taken  up. 

Mr.  THOMAS,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Ju- 
diciary, on  leave,  made  a  report  in  favor  of  the 
claim. 

The  question  pending,  however,  was  the  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  REED  to  recommit  the  bill  to  the  above 
committee. 

Alter  a  debate,  in  \rhich  Mr.  THOMAS  advoca- 
ted the  passage  of  the  bill,  and  Mr.  CONNOR  op- 
posed, the  latter  gentleman  moved  to  lay  the  same 
upon  the  table;  and  upon  that  motion 

Mr;^  FLETCHER  of  Vermont  demanded  the 
yeas  and  nays,  which  were  refused. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and  the  bill  was 
laid  upon  table — ayes  73,  noes  56. 

The  .bill  for  the  relief  of  Benjamin  Fry,  on  its 
third  reading,  was  taken  up;  and,  after  a  few  words 
iVom  Mr.  TOUCEY  in  explanatiou,  it  was  read  a 
third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  for  tht  relief  of  Return  B.  Brown,  on  its 
third  reading,  was  briefiy  opposed  by  Mr.  CRAIG, 
who  moved  to  recommit  it  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary. 

Messrs.  EVERETT,  HOWARD,  TOUCEY, 
and  McKENNAN  supported  it,  and  Messrs. 
CRAIG  and  PETRIKIN  opposed  it;  when 

Mr.  McKENNAN  demanded  the  previous  qnes* 
lion,  which  was  carried,  and  the  bill  was  passed  by 
a  vote  of  95  to  30. 

Th^  bill  allowing  certain  extra  rations  to  Gene- 
ral John  E.  Wool  coming  up  on  its  third  reading, 
was  opposed  by  Messrs.  LEWIS  WILLIAMS, 
MALLORY,  GIDDINGS,  PETRIKIN,  and  Mc- 
KAY,  and  it  was  advocated  by  Messrs.  TAYLOR, 
THOMPSON,  HOFFMAN,  and  LEGARE,  when 

Mr.  McKAY  moved  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table; 
on  which  motion, 


Mr.  MALLORY  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays; 
which  being  ordered,  were — yeas  82,  nays  65. 

So  the  bill  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  CRAIG  moved  to  recon<iider  the  vote^  by 
which  the  bill*  for  the  relief  of  Benjamin  Fry  was 
passed. 

The  motion  was  advocated  by  Mr.  CRAIG,  ami 
opposed  by  Mr.  TOUCEY;  when 

Mr.  8.  WILLIAMS  moved  the  previous  ques- 
tion, which  was  seconded,  and  the  quaatioA  was 
taken  on  the  motion  to  reconsider,  and  decided  in 
the  negative. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  certain  settlers  living  on 
what  is  called  the  salt  lick  reservation  in  the  West- 
em  district  of  Tennessee,  was  next  taken  up;  and 
after  a  few  remarks  from  Mr.  MAY, 

Mr.  CHAMBERS  moved  the  previous  question; 
and  upon  a  division  of  the  House,  it  was  ascertain- 
ed that  no  quorum  voted;  whereupon, 

Mr.  VANDERVEER  moved  that  there  be  a  call 
of  the  House;  which  was  ordered,  and  131  mm- 
bers  having  answered  to  their  names. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  SHIELDS,  all  fnnher  pro- 
ceeding in  the  call  was  suspended. 

The  motion  for  the  previous  question  being  se- 
conded, the  main  question  was  then  ordered;  upon 
which 

Mr.  CONNOR  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays; 
which  the  House  refused  to  order;  and  the  ques- 
tion was  taken  on  the  passage  of  the  bill;  bat  there 
appearing  on  count  only  69  for,  41  against  it,  no 
quorum  voHng, 

Mr.  S.  WILLIAMS  moved  the  Honse  adjourn; 
and  upon  that  motion  Mr.  R.  Gablahd  demanded 
the  yeas  and  nays,  which  being  refused,  the  ques- 
tion was  then  taken  on  the  adjournment,  and  de- 
termined in  the  negative. 

The  question  then  recarred  upon  tha  passage  of 
the  bill;  and  upon  which  question,  on  the  motion 
o[  Mr.  ADAMS,  the  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered, 
and  were — ^yeas  90,  luys  52. 

So  the  bill  was  passed. 

Mr.  FLETCHER  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote 
h^  which  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  James  P.  Carlton 
was  laid  upon  the  table;  and  the  question  upon  the 
same  was  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Loomis  C.  BasseU  and 
others  was  taken  up,  read  the  third  time,  and 
passed. 

The  bill  for  the  settlement  of  the  claims  of 
George  Fisher  was  next  taken  up;  and  after  a  few 
remarks  from  Mr.  CHAMBERS  in  opposition,  and 
Mr.  DOWNING  in  favor  of  its  passage, 

Mr.  PETRIKIN  moved  to  recommit  the  same  to 
the  Committee  of  Claims. 

A  further  debate  ensued,  in  which  Messrs. 
BELL,  CLOWNEY,  and  McKENNAN  advoca- 
ted, and  Mr.  PETRIKIN  o|^poeed  its  passage;  but 
before  coming  to  any  decision,  however. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  POTTS, 

The  Honse  adjourned. 

IN  SENATE, 
Satoroat,  February  9, 1839. 

The  PRESIDENT  communicated  a  letter  from 
the  Secretary  of  War,  enclueing  a  report  from  the 
Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs,  relative  to  the  ex- 
penses incurred  in  negotiating  and  concluding  the 
treaty  with  the  Cherokee  Indians;  whi^h, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WHITE,  was  laid  on  the 
table. 

The  CHAIR  also  announced  a  communication 
from  the  War  Department,  enclosing  a  report  from 
the  same  officer,  in  relation  to  the  commissions  al- 
lowed for  the  adjudication  of  claims  under  the 
Cherokee  treaty;  which  was  also  laid  on  the  table. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  MORRIS,  the  Committee  on 
Pensions  had  leave  to  employ  a  clerk. 

Mr.  PRENTISS  presented  the  cemmmiication 
from  Col.  Alden  Partridge  and  Edmund  Burke,  in 
behalf  of  the  military  State  convention  of  the  State 
of  Vermont,  lately  assembled  at  Montpelier,  in 
that  State,  recommending  a  plan  for  the  reorganiza- 
tion of  the  militia  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  HUBBARD  supported  the  motion,  and 
spoke  of  the  great  value  of  the  document,  and  the 
distinguished  military  skill  of  Col.  Paruidge,  one 
of  its  authors;  after  which  the  question  was  uken, 
and  the  motion  was  agreed  to. 


Mr.  WRIGHT  presented  Ae  petition  of  Enoch 
Giddings,  asking  to  be  compensated  for  an  im- 
provement in  ordnance:  referred  to  the  Commiute 
on  Military  Affairs.  * 

Mr.  FOSTER,  from  the  Committee  on  Roids 
and  Canals,  reported  a  bill  to  authorize  the  Wub- 
ington  county  Turnpike  Company,  in  Missouii,  lo 
construct  a  road  through  the  public  lands  of  the 
United  States. 

Mr.  LINN,  on  leave,  and  in  pursuance  of  notice 
given,  introduced  a  bill  to  amend  the  act  of  the  3d 
March,  1837,  entitled  **An  act  supplementary  to 
the  act  entitled  an  act  to  amend  the  judicial  system 
of  the  United  States;"  which  was  twice  read  and 
referred. 

Mr.  LINN  gave  notice  that  he  would  ask  lesve, 
on  Monday  next,  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  grant  the 
ristht  of  pre-emption  to  five  hundred  thonsand  um 
of  land  to  the  Iron  Mountain  company,  in  the  Stale 
of  Missouri,  to  aid  said  company  in  ibe  constrae- 
tion  of  a  railroad  from  the  Iron  Mountain  \%  the 
Mississippi  river. 

Mr.  ROBINSON,  from  the  Committee  on  the  ' 
Post  Office  and  Post  Roads,  to  which  had  been  re* 
ferred  the  bills  from  the  House  for  the  relief  of 
John  Brown,  Richard  Dexter,  and  Patrick  Green, 
reported  ih§  two  former  without  amendment,  and 
the  latter  with  an  amendment;  which  was  read. 

Mr.  MOUTON,  from  the  Committee  on  Private 
Land  Claims,  reported  the  bill  from  the  House,  to 
confirm  the  claim  of  Charles  Morgan  to  a  tract  of 
land,  without  amendment.  Also,  the  bill  from  the 
House  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  William  Gra- 
ham, deceased,  with  an  amendment;  which  vas 
read. 

Mr.  MORRIS  presented  a  number  of  petitions 
from  citizens  of  the  States  of  Ohio,  Pennsyivaaia, 
aiid  New  York,  one  signed  by  a  woman  and  her 
daughters,  and  two  signed  by  Arthur  Tappaa  of 
New  York,  all  praying  for  the  abolition  of  slaveiy 
in  the  District  of  Columbia,  the  suppression  of  the 
trade  in  slaves  between  the  States,  and  praying 
that  no  Stale  may  be  admitted  into  the  Union 
whose  constitution  tolerates  slavery. 

Mr.  M.  addressed  the  Senate  at  great  length, 
and  with  mueh  warmth,  in  support  of  the  objects 
of  the  petitioners. 

Mr.  MORRIS,  in  concluding,  moved  that  the 
petitions  be  received,  and  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  the  Judiciary;  and 

On  motion  of  Mr.  LUMPKIN,  the  motion  to 
leceive  the  petitions  was  laid  on  the  table. 

The  following  bills  from  the  House  were  seve- 
rally read  twice,  and  referred : 

The  bill  for  the  relief  o(  Benjamin  Fry. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Relam  B.  Brown. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  James  Loomis,  and  the 
heirs  of  James  Bassett. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  certain  settlers  living 
on  the  salt  liek  reservation,  in  the  Western  distiict 
of  Tennessee. 

Mr.  NORVELL,  on  leave,  and  In  pursuance  of 
notice  given,  introduced  a  bill  to  alter  the  times  of 
holding  the  circuit  court  of  the  United  States  for 
the  district  of  Michigan;  which  was  twice  read, 
and  referred. 

Mr.  CLAY  of  Alabama  presented  the  petitiofi 
of  John  W.  Masseyj  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Claims. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN,  from  the  Committee  on  Fo- 
reign Relations,  reported  without  amendment  the 
bill  from  the  House  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  re- 
presentatives of Bradford,  deceased,  recom*  - 

mending  its  passage.  .  | 

Mr.  BENTON  moved  to  take  np  the  bill  for  the  I 
armed  occupation  of  that  part  of  the  Territoiy  of  l 
Florida  now  overrun  by  bands  of  marauding  la-  ! 
dians;  which  motion  was  agreed  to,  and  the  biHj 
was  uken  up  as  in  Commtitee  of  the  Whole,  thM 
question  being  on  the  motion  for  the  indefinite  posO^ 
ponement  of  the  bill. 

On  taking  this  question,  it  was  decided  in  the  i 
gative — '^eas  20,  nays  24,  asr  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Bayard,  Clay  of  Kentockyi 
Clayton,  Davis,  Foster,  Knght,  McKean,  Mer 
rtck,  Morris,  Prentiss,  Preston,  Rives,  Robbia 
Ruggles,  Smith  of  Indiana,  Spence,  Swiil,  Tai)\ 
madge,  Webster  and  White — 20. 
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iVATS— Messrs.  Allen,  BenCoB,  Brown,  Bacha- 

I       lan,  Calboao,  Clay  of  Alabama,    Cathben,  Piil- 

'       too,  Habbard,  King,  Lion,   Lnmf^kio,  Monton. 

KidioteSyNiles,  Norvell,  Pierce,  Roane,  Robinson, 

Sexier,  Smiih  of  Conaeclicar,  Wall,  Williams  of 

MJSBsippi)  Wright  and  Tonng — 24. 

Mr.  BBNTQTI^  offered  several  amendments'  to 
the  df  tails  of  the  biU,  which  weie  adopted. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS  of  Miisissippi  offered  an 
anendffleot  reqainng  the  settler  to  be  over  eighteen 
yean  of  age,  to  be  entitled  to  the  grant  of  land  pro- 
filed in  the  bill;  which  was  adop^;  and, 

Oo  motion  by  Mr.  BBNTON,  the  bill  was  eider< 
ed  to  be  printed  as  amended,  and  laid  on  the  table 
till  Monday  next. 

After  the  consideration  of  Ezecative  bosiness, 

The  Senate  adjoomed. 

HOUSE  OP  REPRESENTATIVES, 

Satdrdat,  February  9, 1839. 

Mr  BRIGGS  moved  a  reconsideration  of  the 
roceby  which  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  General 
Wool  was  yesterday  laid  on  the  table,  and  far- 
ther taoved  to  postpone  the  qne^tion  till  next  Fri- 
daj;  which  was  agreed  to. 

Mi.  PETRIKIN  asked  leave  lo  report  a  bill 
from  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs;  and  it  being 
objected  to,  Mr.  P.  moved  a  suspension  of  the 
ruies;  which  did  not  prevail. 

TbeanfiDished  business  of  the  morning  was  then 
resomed,  being  ibe  following  resolation,  reported 
by  Mr.  WM.  C5ST  JOHNSON,  from  the  Select 
Committee  of  one  from  each  State  on  the  pnblic 
lands: 

^aolvidy  That  the  committee  report  to  the 
House,  and  ask  leave  to  be  discharged  from  the 
firther  consideration  of  the  subject  matters  refer- 
red to  them,  and  that  the  jonmat  of  the  committee 
be  reported  and  published. 

Resohed,  further.  That  the  committee  deem  it  in- 
expedient to  take  further  steps  on  the  subject  of  the 
public  lands. 

The  qnesiion  pending  was  on  the  proposed  snb- 
sthnte  of  Mr.  Robertson  lo  distribute  the  pro- 
ceolsof  the  sales  of  the  public  lands  semi-annual- 
ly, to  be  snspended  only  in  case  of  war.  [See 
Thorsday  evening^s  Globe  for  the  proposition  at 


Mr.  ROBERTSON  resumed  his  remarks  in 
examination  of  the  various  resolutions  that  had 
been  offered  in  the  select  committee  by  Messrs. 
HiuusoN,  Yell,  and  Pickens,  in  relation  to  a  dis- 
position of  the  pnblic  lands.  Mr.  R.  then  went  in- 
to a  sfalement  of  the  amount  of  land  donated  to 
the  new  States,  to  demonstrate  the  inequality  and 
ptrtialiiy  of  the  compacts  between  them  and  the 
Federal  Government. 

The  hour  having  expired,  Mr.  R.  gave  way 
wiihoat  concluding,  for  the  orders  of  the  day. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  moved  a  suspension  of  the 
rules  to  enable  Mr.  R.  to  conclude,  but  the  House 
fefnsed. 

The  WEAKER  laid  before  the  House  acom- 
manicatioB  Irom  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
in  complianee  with  the  acts  of  Congress,  transmit- 
ting a  statement  of  the  balances  due  by  receivers  of 
jmbfit  money,  on  the  books  of  the  Register  of  the 
J'rnsury,  which  have  remained  unsettled,  or  ap- 
pear to  have  been  due  three  years  prior  to  the  30th 
September,  1838. 

Also,  a  communication  from  ihe  Commissioner 
ot  Pensiops,  in  obedience  to  a  resolution  of  the 
HoQse  of  Representatives  of  the  4tb  instant,  en- 
ctesicg  copies  of  correspondence  between  himself 
and  Wis.  E.  Woodruff,  pension  agent  for 
the  Slate  of  Arkansas,  in  the  years  1837  and  1838, 
vpon  the  subject  of  the  funds  furnished  the  latter 
for  the  payment  of  pensions. 

Mr.  SHIELDS  remarked  that  this  was  private 
business  day,  and  it  seemed  to  him  that  the  House 
had  already  passed  as  many  private  bills  as  would 
beaded  on  by  the  other  body  this  session;  end  he 
therefore  hoped  they  would  consent  to  take  up  and 
dispose  of  the  pnblic  business  on  the  SprASER^s 
table. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  said  he  had  given  notice 
thit  he  should  to-day  call  up  the  resolution  in  rela- 
Uoo  10  the  heirs  of  James  Ramsey,  and  he  should 
poaM  in  luB  notioa. 


Mr.  SHIELDS  thereupon  moved  a  suspension  of 

e  roles  to  attain  his  object. 

Mr.  LOOMIS  suggested  a  modification  to  make 
the  suspension  general  for  public  bosiness  alone 
for  the  residue  of  the  session. 

Mr.  SHIELDS  did  not  yield  to  the  suggestion, 
and  his  own  motion  was  negatived. 

Mr.  McEENNAN  stated  that  Monday  next  was 
se^  apart  for  the  consideration  of  Territorial  busi* 
■ess,  and  he  asked  leave  to  make  a  report  connect- 
ed therewith. 

Objection  being  made, 

On  Mr.  M's  motion,  the  rales  were  suspended, 
and  he  reported,  from  the  Committee  on  Roads  and 
Canals,  a  bill  to  authorize  the  construction  of  cer- 
tain impravaments  in  the  Territory  of  Wisconsin, 
and  for  other  purposes. 

Mr.  ADAMS^  (the  rules  having  been  again  sus- 
pended for  the  purpose,)  from  the  Committee  on 
Manufactures,  reported,  with  an  amendment,  Se- 
nate bill  for  the  relief  of  the  Alabama,  Georgia  and 
Florida  Railroad  Company,-  viz:  to  extend  the  time 
of  the  payment  of  their  dutv  bonds. 

Mr.  LINCOLN,  on  leaf  e,  laid  on  the  table  an 
amendment  to  the  bill  reported  yesterday  from  the 
Committee  on  the  PobHc  Lands  for  the  reliet  of  the 
above  company,  giving  notice  he  should  move  it 
when  the  bill  came  up,  and  the  same  was  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

Mr.  BRONSON  laid  on  the  table  a  communica- 
tion in  relation  to  the  Territories,  which  was  order- 
ed to  be  printed. 

.  Mr.  JONES  of  New  York,  from  the  Commit- 
tee on  the  Territories,  reported  a  bill  grantiog  to 
the  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  Iowa  the  same 
compensation  as  by  law  is  given  to  the  judges  of 
Wisconsin.  * 

Mr.  DOTY,  of  Wisconsin,  on  unanimous  leave, 
laid  on  the  table  asubstimtehe  proposed  to  move  to 
one  of  the  bills  in  relation  to  that  Territory;  and  it 
was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Sandry  bitla  from  the  Senate  were  taken  np,  read 
twice,  and  referred  to  their  appropriate  standing 
Gommitteea. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  fbr  the  establishment  of 
a  pension  agency  at  Montpelier,  Vermont,  coming 
up— 

Mr.  FLETCHER  of  Vermont  moved  that  the 
bill  be  engrossed,  and  read  a  third  time.  Observ- 
ing that  the  passing  of  this  bill  was  bat  an  act  of 
common  justice  to  the  Revolutionary  patriots  that 
still  lingered  among  us.  There  were  two  pension 
agencies  in  Vermont.  One  at  Windsor,  on  the  ex- 
treme eastern,  and  the  other  at  Burlington,  on  the  ex- 
treme western,  border  of  the  State.  Montpelier  is  the 
centre  and  capital  of  the  State.  Many  of  the  pension- 
ers have  10' travel  a  greater  distahce  to  draw  their 
pensions,  to  Windtor  or  Burlington,  than  it  is  from 
any  section  of  the  State  to  Montpelier.  The  sec- 
tion of  the  Stale  accommodated  by  the  passage  of 
this  bill,  viz:  Essex  and  Caledonia  counties,  dkc. 
travel  directly  through  Montpelier  in  going  to  Bur- 
lington for  their  pensions,  cf  casing  the  State  from 
east  to  west.  It  is  a  great  hardship  to  these 
pensioners,  as  well  as  unjust,  lo  compel  these 
invalid  pensioners  to  travel  a  distance  of  eighty 
milca,goiug  and  coming,  fer  their  pensions,  when,  by 
passing  this  bill,  their  pensions  can  be  paid  at 
Montpelier,  fren  of  any  expense  to  the  Qovemment; 
for  the  bill  provides  that  the  pensioners  shall  be  paid 
free  of  cost  and  charges  to  the  General  Govern- 
ment. What  then  is  the  objection  to  the  pusage  of 
this  billl  What  disadvantage  can  it  be  to  the  Go- 
vernment to  establish  this  agency t  Nene  whatever. 
It  is  so  just,  so  reasonable,  that  it  is  confidently 
hoped  that  the  Hoase  will  order  it  to  be  engrossed, 
read  a  third  time,  and  pass  the  same. 

Mr.  HEMAN  ALLEN  moved  to  refer  it  to  the 
Committee  on  Revolntionary  Pensions;  for,  he 
said,  a  bill  of  this'  character  ought  not  to  pass 
without  nndergoing  the  investigation  of  a  com- 
mittee. 

Mr.  FLBXOHER  expressed  a  hope  that  the  bill 
wonM  jioi  tak«  that  course.  • 

Mr.  EVERETT  was  understood  to  a  Ivocate  the 
commitment;  and 

Mr.  FLETCHER  rejoined;  when  Mr.  Allen's 
fttoiion  was  agreed  to. 

On  motioft  of  Mr.  DOMTNING  of  Florida^  the 


bill  for  the  establishment  of  certain  pert^  of  entry 
in  Aat  Territory,  was  recommit  red  to  ihe  Com  mil- 
tee  on  Commerce. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  then  called  up  the  follow- 
ing  joint  resolution,  reported  by  him  a  day  or  two 
ago  from  the  select  committee  raised  on  the  sub- 
ject: 

Resolved  by  the  Senate  and  Hmat  of  RepreseiUo' 
Uvea  of  the  United  States  of  Jbnerica  in  Congress  oj- 
sembl^  Th&t  the  President  be,  and  he  is  hereby, 
requested  to  present  to  James  Rum^ey,  junior,  the 
son  and  only  child  of  James  Bumsty,  deceased,  a 
suitable  gold  medal;  commemorative  of  his  father^s ' 
services  and  high  agency  in  giving  to  the  world  the 
benefits  of  the  steamboat. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  U.  being  agreed  to, 

Mr.  RUMSEVof  Kentucky  addressed  the  House 
at  length  in  support  of  the  claims  of  his  relative. 

As  soon  as  Mr.  R.  had  concluded,  thf  question 
was  taken  on  the*  engrossment  of  the  resolniion, 
and  it  was  ordered  to  a  third  reading  this  day  nem» 
dm. 

The  bill  for  the  settlement  of  the  claims  of  George 
Fisher  came,  up  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  PETRIKIN 
to  recommit  the  bill  to  the  committe  which  report- 
ed it. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL  of  South  Carolina  explained 
the  merits  of  the  claim,  and  after  some  /uriher  re- 
marks from   Messrs.  DOWNING,  BELL,    and  . 
GLASCOCK  in  support  of  the  bill,  and  by  Messrs. 
CHAMBERS,  MERCER,  and  PETRIKIN, 

Mr.  CHAMBERS  moved  to  lay  the  bill  upon 
the  table;  which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  DOWNING  inquired  whether  it  would  be 
in  order  at  that  time  to  move  to  recommit  the  bill. 

The  SPEAKER  decided  it  would  not;  and 

Mr.  CALHOON  of  Kentucky,  to  enable  the  gen- 
tleman  from  Florida  to  make  that  motion,  moved 
a  reconsideration  of  the  vole;  to  which  the  Houy 
refused  to  aeree. 

Mr.  SIBLEY  suggested  to  the  House  the  proprie- 
ty ef  taking  the  same  order  in  reference  to  the  busi- 
ness on  the  Spkakbr'^  calendar,  as  the  House  had 
adopted  for  that  on  the  general  calendar,  that  is,  to 
lay  aside  all  bills  causing  debate,  and  act  upon 
those  claims  to  which  there  was  no  objection;  US 
which  suggestion,  however,  the  House  refused  to 
accede. 

The  joint  resolation  granting  a  medal  to  James 
Ramsey,  jr.  reported  in  a  {prmer  part  of  this  day*s 
proceedings,  was  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Lewis  H.  Bate^  and 
William  Lacon,  next  came  up  in  order;  and,  after 
a  few  remarks  from  Messrs.  CAMBRELENG  and 
POPE  in  favor,  and  Messis.  CHAMBERS  and 
PETRIKIN  in  opposition, 

Mr.  CALHOON  of  Ky.  moved  the  previous 
question,  wh*ch  was  seconded,  and  the  main  ques- 
tion ordered;  and  upon  the  qupsiion,  shall  the  bill 
pass,  it  was  decided  in  the  negative. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  James  H.  Grant,  Mars. 
W.  Simpson,  and  Preston  Goio?;  and 

The  bill  to  compromise  the  claims  of  the  United 
Statea  against  the  Alleghany  Bank  of  Pennsylva- 
nia, were  read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

The  joint  resolution  relating  to  ihe  awards  made 
by  commissioners  under  the  Choctaw  treaty,  came 
up  in  order,  and  was,  on  the  motioivof  Mr.  EVER- 
ETT, postponed  until  Monday  next. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Griffeth  Combe  and 
John  P.  Ingle,  trustees  of  the  house  in  the  city  of 
Washington,  commonly  called  the  Brick  Capitol, 
was  read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Jamison  and  William- 
son, which  was  passed  on  the  2<l  of  February, 
came  up  in  order;  the  question  being  on  the  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  S.  Williams  on  that  day  to  reconsider 
the  vote  on  the  same;  and  after  a  few  remarks  from 
Mr.  W.  in  favor  ot  said  motion,  and  in  opposition 
to  the  principle  involved  in  the  bill,  and  Mr.  Cal- 
HOON  of  Kentucky  in  opposiricn  to  the  reconside- 
ration, 

Mr.  S.  WILLIAMS  demanded  the  yeas  and 
nays  on  the  morion;  but  the  House  refused  t^  or- 
der (he  same;  and  the  question  on  leconsidering 
was  taken,  and  decided  in  the  negative. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Comehus  Taylor,  which    ' 
passed  on  the  same  day  as  the  above,  and  invol* 
Tingthe  same  priadpteti  and  aimilarly  situated^ 
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came  np  in  order;  when  Mr.  WILLIAMS  with- 
drew his  motioa  to  reconsider  the  vote  by  which  it 
was  passed. 

The  bill  lor  the  relief  of  Philip  l^ightfoot,  came 
up  on  ilsenflrrossment;  and  after  some  remarks  by 

Mr.  ALLEN  of  Vermont, in  opposition, 

and  Mr.  TALIAF£RE10  in  favor  of  the  passage  of 
the  same, and  before comingto  a  decision  upon  the 
same, 

Mr.  PETRIKIN  moved  that  the  House  ad- 
journ; and  npon  which  motion, 

Mr.  CHAMBERS  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays, 
but  ihe  House  refused  to  order  the  same. 

The  SPEAKER  laid  before  the  House  a  com- 
munication from  W.  B.  Lewis,  Second  Auditor  of 
the  Treasury,  transmitting  copies  of  such  accounts 
as  have  been  rendered  to  that  •ffice  by  persons 
charged  oft  intrusted  with  the  disbursement  or 
application  of  moneys,  goods,  or  effects,  for  the 
benefit  of  the  Indians,  from  the  1st  October,  1837, 
to  the  30th  September,  1838;  together  with  a  state- 
ment containing  a  list  of  the  names  of  all  persons 
to  whom  goods,  moneys,  or  effects  have  been  de- 
livered within  the  same  period;  prepared  in  obedi- 
ence to  an  act  of  Congress  of  the  30th  June,  1834. 

Also,  a  communication  from  the  Secretary  of 
War,  in  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  House 
of  Representatives  of  the  28th  ultimo,  transmitting 
a  communication  from  the  Solicitor  of  the  Trea- 
sury, givipg  information  of  the  condition  of  the 
balance  doe  the  United  States  by  John  Braham, 
late  receiver  of  the  public  money  at  Huntsville, 
Alabama. 

The  House  then  adjourned. 

IN  SENATE, 
Monday,  February  11, 1839. 

The  CHAIR  announced  a  communication  from 
the  Secretary  of  War,  in  answer  to  the  resolution  of 
ihe  Senate  of  the  SiSth  ultimo,  on  the  subject  of  the 
abandoBihent  of  Fort  Arlnstrong,  in  the  State  of  Il- 
linois, and  the  disposition  subsequently  made  of  it; 
and,  on  motion  or  Mr.  YOUNQ,  it  was  laid  on  the 
table,  lind  ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  CHAIR  announced  a  communication  from 
the  American  Silk  Company;  which,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  SEVIER,  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Agriculture,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  presented  the  memorial  of 
Daniel  Rayan,  on  the  subject  of  an  improved 
financial  system  for  the  United  States:  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  W.  also,  presented  the  petition  of  a  number 
of  citizens  of  the  county  of  Plymouth,  Blassachu* 
setts,  praying  for  an  appropriation  to  improve,  the 
harbor  at  the  mouth  of  North  river,  in  that  Stale. 

Mr.  CLAY  of  Alabama  presented  the  preamble 
and  joint  resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of  Alabama, 
on  the  subject  of  the  currency,  and  the  various 
questions  which  have  agitated  the  country;  which 
were  read,  laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

Mr.  MERRICK  presented  the  petition  of  James 
Williams;  which  WM  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  SOUTHARD  presented  a  report  made  in 

the  Legislature  of  New  Jersey,  accompanied  by 

.  certain  reeolntions  on  the  subject  of  the  disposition 

of  the  public  lands:  laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered 

to  be  printed. 

Mr.  SMITH  of  Infliana  in^oduced  a  Joint  reso- 
luti«n  of  the  General  Assembly  of  that  State,  de- 
precating any  interference  on  the  part  of  the  Le- 
gislatures of  the  States,  or  of  Congress,  with  the 
domestic  institutions  of  the  slaveholding  States, 
without  their  consent;  which,  on  his  motion,  was 
read,  ordered  to  be  printed,  and  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  LYON  presented  the  petition  of  several 
young  men,  occupants  and  cultivators,  but  not 
"housekeepers  by  personal  resideuce,**  on  the  pub- 
lic lands  in  Kalamazoo  county,  Michigan,  praying 
Congress  to  so  modify  the  existing  law  as  to  give 
ihem.  the  riffht  of  pre-emption. 
•  Mr:  LUMPKIN  presented  the  memorial  of  sun- 
dry citizens  of  the  State  of  New  York,  presenting  a 
plan  for  preventing  accidents  from  the  use  of  ^team: 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

Mr.  KING  presented  thetnemorial  of  the  Legis- 
latunoftheStataof  Alabana,  on  th§  sabject  pi 


the  removal  of  obstructions  at  the  Muscle  shoals: 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Roads  and  Canals. 

Mr.  MORRIS  presented  several  petitions  pray- 
ing for  the  abolition  oi  slavery  in  the  District  of 
Columbia,  and  against  the  annexation  of  Texas  to 
the  Union,  aud  moved  that  they  be  received. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  WILLIAMS  of  Mississippi, 
the  motion  to  receive  them  was  laid  oa  the  uble. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  ROANE,  Daniel  Steinrod  had 
leave  to  withdraw  his  petition  and  papers. 

Mr.  HUBBARD  presented  the  memorial  of  aa 
individual  who  was  a  sub-contractor  under  Farrow 
and  Harris;  whi6h  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Claims. 

Also,  the  petition' of  Silas  Buck,  praying  for  a 
pension:  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pensions. 

Petitions  were  also  presented  by  Messrs.  WIL- 
LIAMS of  Maine  and  NICHOLAS;  petitioners' 
names  not  heard. 

Mr.  FULTON,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  reported  a  bill  iu  relation  to  the  town  of 
Southport,  in  the  Territory  of  Wissonsin;  which 
was  read,  and  ordered  (b  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  F.  from  the'  same  committee,  reported  the 
bill  making  appropriations  for  certain  military 
roads  in  the  State  of  Arkansas. 

On  motion  by  Air.  F.  the  same  committee  was 
discharged  from  the  furtfier  consideration  of  the 
bills  from  the  House  for  the  relief  of  Richard  Bax- 
ter and  William  Clark. 

'  Mr.  DAVIS,  from  the  Committee  on  Commerce, 
to  which  had  been  referred  the  bill  from  the  House 
for  the  relief  of  certain  umbrella  manufacturers,  re- 
ported the  same,  with  aa  amendment,  which  was 
read. 

AlsOf  with  an  amendment,  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Thomas  Pritchard. 

Mr.  D.  from  the  same  committee,  reported  a  bill 
to  refund  to  Noah  Miller  and  others,  part  of  the 
proceeds  of  a  British  sloop,  which  was  sold 
for  the  benefit  of  the  United  States:  read,  and  or* 
dered  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  KING,  fh>m  the  Committee  on  Commeroe« 
reported,  without  amendment,  the  bill  flrom  the 
House  for  the  relief  of  Winslow  Lewis. 

Mr.  K.  also  reported  several  House  bills  that 
had  been  referred  to  said  committee. 

Mr.  LYON,  from  the  Committee  on  Roads  and 
Canals,  to  which  was  referred  two  memorials  of 
the  Legislative  Assembly  of  the  Territory  of  Wis- 
consin on  the  subject,  reported  a  bill  maldng  grants 
of  land  to  said  Territory,  in  aid  of  certain  internal 
improvements:  read,  and  ordered  to  a  second  read- 
ing, and  the  accompanying  report  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

Mr.  L.  from  the  same  committee,  to  which  was 
referred  the  bill  making  grants  of  land  to  the  Terri- 
tory of  Wisconsin  in  aid  of  certain  internal  im- 
provements, moved  to  be  dischaiged  from  the  fur- 
ther consideration  thereof,  the  objects  of  the  bill 
being  embraced  in  the  one  just  reported  by  him: 
the  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  KNIGHT,  on  leave,  introduced  a  bill  for 
the  relief  of  SaoMiel  Warner;  which  was  twice 
read,  and  referred. 

Mr.  LINN,  from  the  Committee  on  Private 
Land  Claims,  reported,  without  amendment,  the 
bills  for  the  relief  of  Zebulon  Baxter  and  Asa 
Clark. 

Mr.  NICHOLAS  submitted  the  following  mo- 
tion, which  was  considered,  by  unanimous  consent, 
and  agreed  to: 

Re$Qlvedj  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be  direct- 
ed to  communicate  to  the  Senate  what  has  been 
done,  or  is  doing,  towards  increasing  the  depth  of 
water  in  the  mouths  of  the  'Mississippi,  the  ordeis 
given,  and  the  reports  received  in  relation  thereto, 
the  amount  of  appropriation  now  necessary,  if 
any,  for  the  continuance  of  the  work,  and  a  de- 
tailed statement  of  the  expenditures  under  former 
appropriations. 

COMPROMISE  ACT. 

Mr.  BENTON  observed  that  some  ^ays  ago,  in 
the  discussion  of  a  bill  then  before  the  Senate,  he 
had  occasion  to  take  some  notice  of  the  compro- 
mise act;  and  he  then  made  a  statement  of  what 
had  passed  in  relation  to  it  between  himsetf  and  a 
gentleman  who  was  then  a  Senator  from  the  Stale 
of  NefwJen^,  and  head  of  the  Committee  on  Ma- 


nufactures. Since  making  that  statement  he  had 
had  reason  to  address  a  letter  to  the  gentlrnua 
whNe  name  he  mentioned  (Governor  Dicxcaaoii) 
on  the  subject,  and  he  had  received  an  answer  which 
he  would  read  to  the  Senate,  and  then  let  that  an- 
swer stand  as  his  statement.  Mr.  B»  here  read  thft 
following: 

SorcKASDNNT,  (N.  J.)  Feb.  5, 1839. 

DcAa  Sia:  Last  evening  I  received  yours  of  the 
SOth  ultimo,  which,  no  doubt,  had  been  detailed 
on  the  road  a  day  or  two,  in  consequence  of  the 
heavy  ram  by  which  our  country  has  been  Utely 
deluged. 

Your  letter  contains  an  extract  fh>m  the  Na« 
tional  Inielligenoer,  in  which  it  is  denied  that  Mr.  . 
Webstcr  had  said  to  me  that  he  had  not  been  sob- 
suited  as  to  the  compromise  bill,  ic.  and  you  ask 
for  my  recollections  as  to  this  faa.  I  hasten  to  rs* 
late  to  yen  the  facts  jn  this  case,  so  far  as  I  can  now 
recollect  them.  On  the  day  before  Mr.  Cur  in* 
trodttced  this  bill  into  the  Senate,  he  mentLoned  to 
tmc  that  he  had  given  notice  that  he  should  ask 
leave  to  introduce  the  bill  on  the  next  day,  some  of 
the  leading  features  of  which  he  stated  to  me.  I 
had  not  heard  the  notice  given.  He  said  he  had 
intended  to  show  me  the  bill,  but  bad  been  pre- 
vented by  a  multiplicity  of  business  in  which  hs 
had  been  engaged,  but  that  I  should  see  it  in  the 
morning. 

Next  morning  I  waited  upon  Mr.  Wxbstbs, 
and  asked  him  if  he  was  aware  that  such  a  bill  wu 
to  be  introduced.  He  asiured  me  that  he  was  not, 
and  that  he  had  net  been  consulted  upon  it,  and 
expressed  himself  strongly  of  the  disapprobatioa 
with  which  such  a  measure  would  be  received  in 
New  England. 

In  the  morning  I  arrived  at  my  seat  soim  mi^  • 
nutes  after  the  business  of  the  day  had  commenced, 
and  I  found  that  Mr.  Cult  had  made  his  motioa 
for  leave  to  introduce  his  bill.  Had  I  arrived  be- 
fore the  business  of  the  day  had  commenced,  no 
doubt  I  should  have  had  the  opportunity  of  perus- 
ing the  bill  before  it  was  presented.  As  it  wis,  I 
never  saw  it  until  it  was  in  print. 

Mr.  WBBSTca,  as  well  as  myaeif,  opposed  this 
bill,  and  both  voted  against  it.  If  you  read  the 
debates  that  took  place  in  the  Senate  on  the  subject, 
on  the  31st,  d3d,  and  23d  February, '33, 1  think 
you  will  be  convinced  that  neither  BIr.  Wnsrsa 
nor  myself  oould  have  had  any  previous  notice  of 
this  bill.  I  have  not  the  file  of  papen  by  me,  bat 
you  may  easily  find  them  at  Wad^ogtoa.  I  will, 
however,  refer  you  to  Mr.  Wkbstbe*s  speech  upon 
thisbUl,  reported. in  Niies^  Register,  4th series, 
vol.  8,  page  7,  in  which  you  will  find  abundant 
proof  that  he  could  not  have  been  consulted  as  to 
its  object  or  details.  Among  other  expressions  an  * 
these:  "There  was  no  expectation  at  the  coia- 
mencement  of  this  short  session  that  such  a  bill 
would  be  passed.  The  Senate  had  not  had  time  to 
know  the  pleasure  of  their  masters.  A*o  ofporiih 
miy  had  been  ifffered  for  o6totmiy  a  hwwUdg^  ^f 
either  the  course  i^fpvblie  tfpimoit,  cr  the  ^^  ift^ 
m  tawre  on  the  fuhlic  intereeteJ^  If  Mr.  Webstii 
had  been  consulted  on  Uus  bill,  would  he  havs 
made  such  declarations?  or  if  madci  would  they 
have  passed  unanswered? 

Mr.  Clay  had  previously  stated  to  ne  his  fearii 
that  Mr.  YxapuiNclc's  bill,  which  he  considered  ai 
an  administration  measure,  or  some  other  bill  ori- 
ginating from  the  same  source,  would  pass,  greatly 
to  the  injury,  if  not  destruction,  of  the  manufao' 
turing  interest  t>f  the  country,  and  suggested  the 
propriety  of  making  further  concessions,  in  addi- 
tion to  those  of  the  law  of  *39,  as  the  only  means 
of  saving  even  a  part  of  the  protective  system, 
but  without  stating  what  those  concessions  should 
be.  I  answered  him  that  I  did  not  fear  BAr.  Ymmt 
PCANCK'S  bill)  that  it  could  never  pass,  that  it  was 
already. so  altered  and  amended  that  I  did  not  be- 
lieve Mr.VBRPLANCK  would  Yote  for  ithimsdf;  and 
that,  at  all  events,  we  should  soflTer  the  law  of  1833 
to  go  into  complete  operation  before  ws  dtooM 
make  any  alterations  in  its  provisions. 

There  was  no  obligation  on  the  part  of  lilr. 
Clat  to  consult  me  on  his  bill;  what  he  said  to  mi 
I  considered  as  a  mere  act  of  courtesy.  The  bitf{ 
originated  with  himself,  without  may 
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he  ud  I  were  members.  The  fact,  however,  that 
I  was  afsociated  with  him  on  -that  committee,  led 
10  a  belief  that  I  mast  have  been  acqaainted  with 
the  provisions  of  the  bill  before  it  was  matured, 
awl  subjected  me  to  some  unpleasant  inqairits,  as 
10  this  fact,  in  one  of  which,  no  donbt,  I  stated 
to  yoQ  the  conversation  I  had  had  with  Mr.  Wkb- 

STKB. 

I  regret  extremely  being  called  on  to  state  con« 
renatioAs  long  past,  with  gentlemen  whose  rccol* 
kciioDS  now,  or  nnderstanding  at  the  time,  may 
sot  be  precisely  the  same  as  my  own;  more  tspe- 
eJally  as  there  was  mach-  misapprehension  in  the 
pnbUc  papers  as  lo  the  debates  apon  this  bill. 
1  am,  with  great  respect, 
Your  obedient  servant, 

MAHLON  DICKERSON. 
Hon.  Thomas  H.  Benton, 

Washington,  D.  C. 

Blr..B.  said  he  had  felt  himself  called  on  to 
vrite  to  Governor  Dickerson,  to  know  whether  he 
bad  made  any  mistake  in  the  statement  he  gave  as 
10  what  bad  passed  between  them.  He  now  pre- 
sented Govemur  QiciCEASoif ^  own  words,  by  which 
it  would  be  seen  that  the  statement  he  had  made 
wassnbstaatialiy  correct. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  observed  that  it  was,  of  coarse, 
Ttry  well  known  that  he  differed  with  the  Senator 
from  EentDcky  as  to  the  propriety  of  passing  the 
oompronwe  act.  He  never  complaincu,  however, 
cf  aoy  want  of  coartesy  or  kindness  in  the  ^Senator 
for  Aot  consulting  him  on  the  subject.  The  truth 
Tis,  that  the  Senator  from  Kentucky  did  commu- 
oicate  to  bim,  some  weeks  before,  that  he  had  it  in 
coDtemplation  lo  bring  forward  an  important  mea- 
fare,withoat  saying  what  that  measure  was.  He 
certainly  did  become  acquainted  with  the  measure 
before  the  Senator  introduced  ii;  but  he  could  not 
say  that  he  knew  of  it  before  the  notice  was  given 
is  lbs  Senate.  He  was  inclined  to  think  that  the 
ooQversaiionof  which  Grove rnor  Dickerson  speaks, 
was  about  the  time  of  the  notice  given  of  the  inten- 
tion of  the  Senator  from  Kentucky  to  introduce  ^e 
bill.  All  be  had  at  present  to  say  was,  that,  dif- 
fering as  be  did  with  the  Senator  from  Kentucky 
vith  regard  to  the  measure  spoken  of,  he  made  no 
compiaiot  as  to  his  not  being  consulted. 

Blr.  CLAY  5aid  he  did  not  know  that  it  was  a 
fflitter  of  the  slightest  consequence  to  the  Senate  or 
the  pablic  to  be  informed  of  the  preliminary  steps 
which  led  to  the  adoption  of  a  great  public  mea* 
tare;  it  was  sufficient  to  say  that  it  was  submitted 
by  himself,  on  his  own  responsibility;  and,  after  a 
foil  discossion  in  the  committee,  in  the  Senate,  and 
in  the  House  of  Representatives,  was  adopted  by 
dfci;sive  majorities,  and  responded  to  by  the  nation 
with  an  enthusiasm  almost  unexampled.  He  was 
not  responsible  to  any  whether  consultations  were 
or  were  not  held  on  th^  subject  before  itsintroduc- 
.  tioQ  to  the  Senate;  it  was  sufficient  for  him  to  say 
that  it  was  introduced,  and  passed  iiLihc  manner  he 
bad  mentioned. 

Mr.  C.  said  he  came  to  this  city  from  Ashland, 
in  December,  1832.  At  that  time  there  was  an  im- 
pression generally  prevalent  that  the  protective  sys- 
tem was  about  to  receive  a  fatal  shock,  and  would 
be  prostrated.  Immediately  after  his  arrival,  he 
proceeded  to  Philadelphia,  in  company  with  a 
frieod  from  Louisiana,  since  deceased.  While 
there,  the  project  of  a  compromise  of  this  great  and 
io&porlant  question  presented  itself  to  his  mind,  and 
was  the  subject  of  reflection  and  consultation  with 
that  friend.  The  Senator  from  Massachusetts  [Mr. 
Webster]  passed  through  Philadelphia  about  that 
lime,  and  the  plan  was  communicated  to  him:  it 
was  true  thai  the  Senator  expressed  his  disapproba- 
tion of  it.  A  committee  of  very  intelligent  gentle- 
Den  interested  In  manufactures  waited  on  him  (Mr. 
G.)  to  know  what  could  be  done  to  save  them  from 
tbe  danger  that  was  threatening  them.  To  this 
committee  be  communicated  bis  plan  of  settling  ihis 
qoesiiou,  at  least  for  a  term  of  yvars,  and  it  met 
dieir  hearty  concurrence  and  approval. 

Upon  his  return  to  this  city,  he  consulted  the  Se- 
nator from  Ma&sacbusetts,  [Mr.  Davis,]  upon  the 
eabjeci,  and  be  at  lii^t  expressed  his  approbation 
of  it,  but  after  further  consultation  and  reflection 
ipott  it,  his  views  were  changed,  and  he  voted 
againsiiL    He  thought  It  wu'  prlof  to  his  intro- 


duction of  the  bill  into  the  Senate,  that  he  called  a 
meeting  of  his  political  friends  at  his  lodgings;  ttfsre 
were  some  eight  or  ten  present,  and  his  impres^on 
was  that  the  Senator  from  Massachusetts  tras 
there:  certain  he  was  that  he  was  invited.  The  1>ill 
was  read  at  i6is  meeting,  and  its  provisions  discuss- 
ed; and  the  fact  that  he  (Mr.  C.)  had  such  a  meagre 
in  contemplation  was  notorious  in  both  Houses  of 
Congress,  and  one  or  two  motions  were  made  by 
persons  who  had  some  glimpses  of  the  plan  to  an- 
ticipate its  introduction.  He  regarded  these  parti- 
culars respecting  the  preliminaries  to  tne  introduc- 
tion of  the  compromise  act,  except  as  matters 
of  history,  unimportant;  the  great  and  beneficial 
results  that  had  followed  its  adoptiop,  was  a  suffi- 
cient excuse  for  its  introduction. 

With  regard  to  the  Senator  from  New  Jersey, 
[Mr.  Dickerson,]  whose  letter  had  been  r^d,  he 
was  upon  such  terms  with  him  as  to  forbid  a  con- 
fidential intercourse  between  them.  He  knew  that 
he  was  a  warm  friend  of  the  manufacturing  inte- 
rest, but  he  was  also  a  friend  of  the  Adoiiinistra- 
tioo;  and  he  stood  as  many  others,  who  consider- 
ed rheir  devotion  to  the  Administration  paramount 
to  their  devotion  to  the  highest  interests  of  their 
country.  It  seems  that  from  his  letter,  he  did  men- 
tion the  matter  to  him,  and  it  might  be  so,  but  he 
had  no  recollecdon  of  having  done  so. 

Mr.  BENTON  rose  to  say  that  he  had  no  con- 
nection with  this  conversational  debate,  except  in 
the  single  point  of  the  accuracy  of  his  statenient  of 
what  had  passed  between  OovDickerson  and  himself. 
He  had  read  the  letter  for  the  single  purpose  of 
showing  that  he  had  committed  no'  error  in  report- 
ing the  conv«iPsation  of  that  gentleman.  His  object 
was  accomplished  by  the  reading  ot  the  letter  itself; 
and  he  believed  it  was  apparent  that  there  was  no 
mistake  either  in  himself  or  in  Qov.  DicsEasoM;  and 
that  the  statement  of  the  latter  was  very  consistent 
with  the  remarks  which  the  reading  of  the  letter  had 
called  forth. 

Mr.  DAVIS  well  remembered  the  transsetions 
of  the  period  referred  to,  for  he  felt  a  very  strong 
interest  in  what  was  going  on.  He  was  ready  and 
williog  to  do  the  Senator  from  Kentucky  all  the 
justice  he  was  entitled  to,  and  could  corroborate  his 
statement  except  as  to  that  part  in  which  the  Sanap 
tor  stated  that  he  (Mr.  D.)  was  at  one  time  favora- 
bly dispoKd  towards  the  compromise  act,  which 
was  not  so,  as  he  had  been  opposed  to  it  from  first 
to  last 

Mr.  WEBSTER  said  that  the  Senator  from  Ken- 
tucky [Mr.  Clay]  seemed  to  suppose  that  he  [Mr. 
W.I  was  present  at  a  consultation  prior  to  the  in- 
troduction of  the  bill  in  the  Senate,  or  that  he  was 
invited  to  attend.  The  latter  was  very  probable, 
bot  he  had  no  recollection  whatever  of  being  pre- 
sent at  any  such  consultation. 

Mr.  KNIQHT  made  a  few  observations,  too  in- 
audible to  be  understood,  whk^h  terminated  the  dis- 
cussion on  the  subject. 

The  Senate  then  proceeded  to  the  consideration 
of  the  bill  to  prevent  the  interference  of  Federal  of- 
ficers in  elections,  as  the  special  order  of  the  day; 
when  ^ 

Mr.  WALL,  who  had  the  floor,  addressed  the 
Senate  in  an  argumentative  speech  of  great  length, 
in  reply  to  Mr.  Ciuttbmokn,  and  in  opposition  to 
the  bill. 

After  the  reception  of  some  reports  firom  the  Ex- 
ecutive Departments, 

On  motion  by  Mr.  RIVES, 

The  Senate  adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Monday,  Feb.  11,  1839. 

Mr.  EVANS  remarked  that  as  this  day  was  set 
apart  for  the  business  of  the#Territorie8,  he  asked 
leave  to  report  a  bill  relating  thsreto. 

Mr.  CUSHMAN  requested  the  gentleman  to 
make  his  motion  general  for  all  the  committees  to 
be  called  on  for  reports.     [Cries  of  no  I  no  !] 

Mr.  EVANS  then,  no  objection  being  made, 
from  the  Committee  on  Roads  and  Canals,  reported 
a  bill  for  the  improvement  and  survey  of  certain 
rivers,  and  the  repair  of  certain  roads  in  the  Terri- 
tory of  Florida. 

Mr.  CUSHMAN  also  asked  leave  to  report  a  bill 
reUttive  lo  Wiaoonaia. 


Mr.  CHAMBERS  moved  that  the  committees 
be  called  on  generally  for  reports. 

Mr.  CUSHMAN  had  no  objection,  but  the  mo-, 
tion  having  been  put,  was  disagreed  to. 

Mr.  CUSHMAN  then,  on  leave,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Commerce,  reported  a  bill  to  establish  a 
port  of  entry  at  St.  Josephs,  Florida. 

Mr.  HAYNES  then  rose,  and  said  that  he  would 
make  one  more,  and  he  (bought  the  last  effort,  to 
dispose  of  the  Presidents  annual  mes.<«age.  He 
therefore  asked  leave  to  move  that  the  Committea 
of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union  be  clis- 
chaiged  from  the  further  consideration  of  that 
document,  with  a  view  to  bring  it  into  the  House 
and  dispose  of  it. 

Objection  being  made,  Mr.  H.  moved  a  suspen- 
sion of  the  rules,  demanding  the  yeas  and  nays; 
which,  being  ordered,  were— yeas  87,  nays  61,  aa 
follows: 

YEIAS— Messrs.  Andrews,  Banks,  Beers,*Beime, 
Bidrneli,  Birdsall,  Bouldin,  Buchanan,  Bynum, 
Cambreleng,  Casey,  Chancy,  Chapman,  Cleve- 
land, Crabb,  Craig,  Cusbman,  Davee,  Elmore, 
Farrington,  Isaac  Fletcher,  Gallup,  Glascock, 
Grantland,  Hammond,  Harrison,  Hawkins, 
Haynes,  Holt,  Hopkins,  Ingham,  Tlomas  B* 
Jackson,  Joseph  Johnson,  Keim,  Klingensmith, 
Leadbetter,  Lewis,  Logan,  Loomis,  Lyon,  Mallo- 
ry,  Martin,  McKay,' Robert  McCiellan,  Abraham 
McClellan,  McClure,  Miller,  Montgomery,  Mur- 
ray, Noble,  Palmer,  Parker,  ]^armenter,  Parris, 
Paynter,  Pennybaeker,  Petrikin,  Pickens,  Plumer, 
Pratt,  Jehu  H.  Prentiss,  Reily,  Richardson,  Rives, 
Shefifer,  Charles  Shepard,  Sheplor,  Spencer,  Stu- 
art, Swearingen,  Taylor,  Thomas,  Touccy,  Towns, 
Tur»ey,  Vanderveer,  Weeks,  Whittlesey,  Jsred 
W.  Williams,  and  YeU--87. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Adams,  Alexander,  John  W. 
Allen,  Bell,  Bond,  Briggs,  Bronson,  William  B. 
Calhoun,  John  Calhoon,  Chambers,  Clark,  Cor* 
win,  Cranston,  Cashing,  Davies,  Dunn,  Evans, 
Everett,  Ewiag,  Richard  Fletcher,  Rice  Garland, 
Qiddings,  William  Graham,  Grant,  Hals«ed,  Har- 
lan, Hawes,  Herod,  Jabez  Jackson,  Lincoln,  Maiw. 
vin,  Samson  Mason,  Maury,  May,  McKennan, 
Menefee,  MitchcU,  Naylor,  Noyes,  Peck,  Potts, 
Rariden,  Randolph,  Edward  Robinson,  Ramsey, 
Russell,  Augustine  H.  Shepperd,  Shields,  Sibley, 
Slade,  Stone,  Stratton,  Taliaferro,  Toland,  Under- 
wood, John  White,  Lewis  Williams,  Sherrod  Wil- 
liams, Christopher  H.  Williams,  Word,  and 
Yorke— 61. 

Not  being  two-thirds,  the  rules  were  not  sus- 
pended. 

Mr.  WORD  asked  the  House  to  take  up  an 
amendment  of  the  Senate  to  the  House  bill  re 
lating  to  the  district  courts  of  the  United  States  for 
the  State  of  Mississippi;  which  was  agreed  to,  and 
the  amendment  was  concurred  in. 

Mr.  BRONSON  moved  the  consideration  of  the 
special  order  (Territorial  business,)  remarking 
that,  if  the  Slates  were  called  through  for  resolu- 
tions, it  would  take  up  all  day,  and  all  the  day  be 
lost  for  the  former. 

Objection  being  made,  Mr.  B.  moved  to  suspend 
that  part  of  the  order  providing  that  rtsolutioi^ 
should  first  be  called,  but  the  motion  was  disagreed 
to--83  to  55,  it  requiring  two-thirds. 

Mr.  SHERROD  WILLI  AMS  suggested  the  pro- 
priety of  first  considering  resolutions  already  on 
the  calendar,  cries  of  no,  no.  Mr.  W.  Very  well 
then,  I  shall  not  press  it. 

Mr.  DOWNING  of  Florida  and  Mr.  MILLER 
of  Missouri  asked  leave  to  present  peiiUons. 

Mr.  ADAMS  objected  to  it,  stating  that  be  bad 
some  three  hundred  petidons  in  his  posses  >ion 
waiting  to  be  presented.  . 

Mr.  GRANT  rose  and  asked  leave  to  introduce 
a  bill  making  appropriations  for  the  continuation  of 
the  construction  of  certain  harbors.  Mr.  G.  ex- 
plained that  he  had  drafted  the  bill  without  any 
new  work,  and  confined  its  items  rigidly  to  ihe  es- 
timatM  sent  in  by  the  proper  Department. 

Leave  being  granted — 

Mr.  G.  brought  it  in  as  follows:  "A  bill  to  pro* 
vide  for  the  construction  of  certain  harbors,  and 
the  removal  of  obstructions  at  the  months  of  certain 
rivers,  for  the  year  1839;**  which  took  the  same  x^ 
feteiioe«8ihefoiegoiDs- 
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Mr.  GARLAND  of  Loaisiaim,  on  leave,  intro- 
duced a  bill  to  proTide  for  taking  the  census  or  enn- 
meraUoa  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  United  States; 
which  was  read  twice,  referred  to  a  Committee  fiC 
the  Whole  on  the  Union,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 
.  Resolutions  were  called  for  in  order,  commenc- 
insc  with  the  Territories,  which  will  be  given  here- 
afier.  f 

On  motion  of  Mr.  LEWIS,  the  Committee  o* 
Claims  was  dischaiged  from  the  further  considera* 
lion  of  the  petitions  of  Henry  Lucas  and  A.  B* 
King,  and  the  petitioners  had  leave  to  withdraw 
the  same. 

Mr.  MARTIN  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion: 

Retolved,  That  the  Clerk  of  this  House  be  di- 
rected to  purchase  and  distribute  to  the  members 
and  delegates  of  this  House,  who  were  pot  mem- 
bers at  the  last  session,  such  books  as  were  autho- 
rized to  be  parchased  for  the  members  of  the  25ih 
Congress  by  the  lesolation  of  January  39,  1838, 
and  that  he  pay  for  the  same  out  of  the  contingent 
fund. 

Mr.  MARTIN  said  he  bdieved  that  there  were 
but  six  who  would  receive  under  the  resolution. 

The  question  being  upon  the  adoption  of  the  re- 
solution, 

Mr.  RICE  GIARLAND  demanded  the  yeas  and 
nays  on  that  question^  which  the  House  refused  to 
order. 

Mr.  BANKS  said,  the  House  having  refused  to 
order  the  yeas  and^nays  on  the  adoption  of  the  re- 
solution, the  only  alternative  left  him  to  show  his 
utter  hostility  to  the  whole  system  of  legislaition 
embraced  in  .the  resolution,  was  to  move  that 
the  resolution  lie  on  the  table;  and  on  that  question 
he  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays,  which  were  not, 
however,  ordered. 

The  resolution  was  then  agreed  to. 

Mr.  RARIDEN  moved  to  take  up  the  resolu- 
tion offered  by  him  on  the  28th  January,  in  rela- 
tion to  the  officers  who  have  been  acting  as  dis- 
bursing agents  to  the  Indians,  dkc  &c;  and  objeo- 
iion  being  made,  Mr.  R.  moved  to  suspend  the 
rules  for  &at  purpose;  which,  however,  the  House 
refused  to  agree  to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  JOHNSON  of  Louisiana, 

Resolvedf  That  the  Committee  on  Commeice  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  making 
an  appropriation  to  open  the  bar  that  is  now 
forming  at  the  mouths  of  the  Red  river  and  the 
Atchafalaya,  and  of  removing  the  obstructions 
arising  from  the  ledge  of  rocks  opposite  Aiexandria, 
in  Louisiana. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  RID6EWAY, 

Resohed,  That  tne  Committee  on  Public  Lands 
inquire  into  the  propriety  of  reducing  the  number 
of  United  Slates  land  offices,  in  the  State  of  Ohio, 
to  the  smalleAi  number  that  they  may  deem  con- 
sistent with  the  public  interest. 

Mr.  BEILL  submitted  the  following  resolution, 
which,  on  his  motion,  was  committed  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  House  on  the  state  of  the 
Union,  and  be  printed: 

1.  Resolved,  That  of  all  monopolies,  the  most  lia- 
ble to  abuse,  the  most  oppressive  and  nnreasona- 
5le,  are  Government  mooopolie8;  and  none  such 
ought  to  be  upheld,  but  upon  the  clearest  grounds 
of  expediency  aod  nece&sity. 

2.  Resolved,  That  the  public  post,  with  its  pre- 
sent exclusive  privileges,  can  ondy  be  sustained  on 
principle,  as  an  institutioa  of  Gk^vemment  autho- 
rized by  the  Constitution,  so  long  as  it  is  necessary 
or  essential  to  the  operations  of  the  Government,  in 
peace  and  in  war,  and  no  longer. 

3.  Resolved,  That  the  exclusive  right  to  carry  let- 
ters for  hire  on  all  principal  roads  in  the  United 
States,  claimed  and  anerted  by  the  Federal  Go- 
vernment, is  a  monopoly,  exercised  and  tolerated 
at  the  commencement  of  the  Government  by  rea- 
son of  the  low  sute  of  the  public  credit  aod 
finances,  and  not  upon  any  grotmd  of  constitution- 
al right  or  power. 

4:  Rejoiced,  That  a  longer  acquiescence  in  a 
monopoly,  originally  asserted  upon  such  qoestiona- 
ble  grounds,  is  neither  expedient  ncr  justifiable  un- 
der the  present  improved  state  of  the  public  credit, 
and  the  increased  resources  of  the  country. 

5.  RitQbnd,  That  the  business  of  earrying  lei- 


tess  for  hire,  like  every  other  branch  of  industry, 
connected  with  the  prosperity  and  happiness  of  the 
country,  should  be  thrown  open  to  the  enjoyment 
of  all  the  eititens  of  the  United  States,  that  the  pub- 
lic may  hereafter  realiase  the  advantages  of  increas- 
ed regularity,  cheapness,  security,  and  expedition, 
which  are  sure  to  follow  from  a  free  competition 
of  private  capital  and  enterprise  in  this  as  in  all 
other  pursuits. 

6.  Rtsolvedf  That  in  order  to  secure  these  gnsat 
benefits  as  well  as  to  maintain  oorreot  principles  in 
the  adminibtration  of  the  Gbveniinent,  it  is  expe- 
dient that  the  less  productive  post  routes,  or  such  as 
offer  no  present  inducement  to  private  competition, 
should  be  sustained,  if  necessary,  by  appropriations 
out  of  the  common  Treasury,  or  revenues  arising 
from  other  sources. 

Mr.  CARTER  submitted  the  following  reeolu* 
tion,  which,  under  the  mil,  lies  over  one  day% 

ReaoUnd,  That  the  Commissioner  of  the  General 
Land  Office  be  instructed  lo  intorm  ;his  House 
whether  land  agents  generally,  or  only  particular 
land  agents,  reeident  in  this  city,  be  allowed  the 
privilege  of  entering  the  different  rooms  of  the 
General  Land  Office  at  all  times,  and  remaining  as 
many  hours  as  they  please,  for  the  purpose  of  ac- 
quiring information  useful  to  them  in  their  bttsi^ 
ness,  and  of  examining  the  ground  pktti  t)f  public 
lands  already  in  the  marked  ikhd  of  new  lands 
about  to  be  brought  into  mlurket,  furnished  by  the 
surveyors  general^  together  in  their  private  reports 
as  to  the  quality  of  the  soil,  nature  of  location, 
proximity  to  navigable  waters  and  railroads,  «tOk 
and  of  makiiig  extracts  and  memoranda  fVott  the 
same;  by  which  means  the  said  agettts  have  the 
power  of  ascertaining  where  the  most  valoable 
lands  are  located,  and  nvniling  themselves  of  in- 
formation improperly  obtained;  and,  also,  whether 
the  books  and  papers  pf  the  pre-emption  and*othcr 
bureaus  of  the  office  be  aeoessible  to  them;  whether 
the  great  seal  of  the  office  has  lately  been  found  In 
th«  ponesiion  of  any  one  under  mBfii6»>)ak  ftireum- 
stances;  whether,  since  the  r«oitidiization  of  the 
General  Land  Office)  ^uitttities  bf  patents  have  not 
been  sent  out  in  such  vile  and  illegible  hand- 
writing as  must  tend  to  bring  the  office  into  discredit; 
whether  any,  and  how  many,  since  the  reoigani* 
zation  of  the  Land  Office,  land  patents  have  been  re*- 
turned  to  the  Land  Office  for  eUrietl  iiuwe«ff«ctii,and 
whether  there  is  not  reason  to  suspect  that  great  in- 
accuracies in  the  patents  already  sent  oot,  as.well 
as  in  those  ready  to  ba  went  out,  exist  to  a  conside- 
rable extent.  If  so,  the  reason,  for  this  gross  neg- 
ligence on  the  part  of  those  who  have  to  attend 
to  the  duty  of  sending  the  patents  out  in  a  correct 
state;  whether  any  clerks,  and  how  many,  since 
their  appointment  under  the  reorganixation  of  the 
Land  Office,  have  been  allowed  the  privilege  of  stay- 
ing away  from  the  office  for  several  months  at  a 
time,  giving  their  nameisthe  reasons  for  granting 
them  these  extraordinary  j^rivileges,  stating  who 
performs  their  duties  in  their  absence;  and  if  substi- 
tutes are  allowed,'  who  pays  them,  and  the  prices 
the  substitutes  receive  as  a  remuneration  for  per- 
forming the  duties  of  the  absent  clerks. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CROCKETT, 

Retohed,  That  the  Postmaster  General  be  in- 
structed to  communicate  to  this  House  all  the  facts 
in  relation  to  the  existing  contract  for  carrying  the 
mail  from  Louisville,  Kentucky,  to  New  Orleans; 
when  and  to  whom  the  contract  was  let,  and  all  the 
terms  and  conditions  of  the  same;  whether  all  the 
terms  and  conditions  of  said  contract  have  been 
complied  with  by  the  contractor,  and  if  not,  in  what 
respect  he  has  failed  to  perform  his  obligations; 
and  what  steps,  if  any,  have  been  taken  to  enforce 
a  compliance  therewith. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CALHOON  of  Kentucky, 

Resolvtd,  That  theTommittee  on  the  Post  Office 
and  Post  Roads  inquire  into  the  expediency  ef 
passing  a  law  giving  compensation  to  Peters, 
Moore  and  Company  for  carrying  the  mail  in 
stage?  between  Philadelphia  and  Lancaster,  during 
the  period  that  the  passage  upon  the  railroad  was 
obstructed  by  a  snow  storm;  and  also  into  the  ex- 
pediency of  making  compensation  to  the  said  com^ 
pany  for  carrying  the  mail  in  stages  on  the  turn- 
pike road  between  Philadelphia  and  Lancastei^  and 
abo  into  the  expediency  of  providing  by  law  for 


returning  to  said  company  the  sum  of  |840,  re- 
tained out  of  the  pay  of  said  company  by  ths  Pbn 
master  General,  on  account  of  the  said  ooai|ittT 
carrying  a  greater  number  of,  passengers  t)ii  theil 
mail  routes  Nos.  1031  and  lCli8  thin  ll«il  p  t^ 
mitted  by  their  contrac^  . 

On  motion  of  Mn  MPS, 

Jtudvdi,  That  the  Committee  of  CUimsbe  in- 
Miructed  to  inquire  into  the  justice  of  the  elsim  of 
John  Hays,  for  thirty  dollars  for  work  peifonaed 
for  the  public  during  the  last  war,  by  order  of  u 
officer  in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  and  thit 
the  committee  reoort hereon. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WHlTrLBSEY,.the  blil  kt 
the  relief  of  James  Bailey^  was  ire^ihaitted  to  tb 
Committee  on^|pvalid  Pehsions. 

M^  PARMENTER  asked  leave  to  preKot  the 
ijriNM^ings  and  resolutions  of  the  Democratk  pot- 
tionof  the  Massachusetts  Legislature  oatbenb> 
ject  of  the  Independent  Treasury. 

Objection  being  made,  Mr.  P.  moved  astttftt^ 
sion  of  the  rules;  but  the  motion  iej|airiBg  a  VdH 
mo(  two-thirds  did  not  prevail*.  .  ^^ 

Mr.  GRANT  oiCtYfA  m  following  resoladflo, 
which,  ttnyier  thle  riite,  lies  over  one  day: 

moll>ed,  That  bill  No.  466,  reported  at  the  hit 
session,  providing  for  the  construction  of  theNiaf 
gara  Ship  Canal,  be  made  the  special  order  of  thi 
day  for  Thursday,  the  3l8t  instanti  tMt  tbe  eipiil^ 
tion  of  the  moming  fapfib 

On  motioivX)f  Alh  BiCKNELL, 

ttOiftift^  That  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office 
4nd  Post  Roads  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  tke 
expediency  of  establishing  a  post  roote  fron 
Wampsville,  in  the  county  of  Madison,  New  Toil; 
by  Lenax  Furnace,  to  Cawasselan  erecki 

On  motion  of  Mr»  HfiNRYi 

Jtctofved,  That  the  ComiiliUM  dn  Uie  Post  Offiee 
and  Post  ttoail'e  Oe  instructed  to  inqoire  into 
the«&]p^iency  of  establishing  a  mail  rontebetweot 
the  post  office  called  Black  Hawk,in  Besmooia- 
ty,  Pennsylvania,  to  the  post  office  at  ClaikseB,  Os* 
lambiana  county,  Ohio^  a  distance  of  aboat  td 
miles,  by  the  way  of  the  village  df  NiDtlh  mvti, 
formerly  known  by  the  hatUb  of  Dillen^  Mills,  oi 
Little  Beaver,  ipbce  equidistant  between  the  two 
pointsi 

B4r.  TOWNS  offered  the  following  lesololioi, 
which,  under  the  rule,  lies  over  one  day: 

Risolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be  iostnel' 
ed  to  communicate  to  this  House  a  copy  of  tli 
correspondence  between  Oeneral  Jesap  aod  te 
Creek  warriors,  in  relation  to  the  negroes  t^tpUun 
by  them  in  the  Seminole  wa^  alao,  the  conopoe- 
dence  between  General  Arbuckle,  Col.  Armstroofi 
and  Nathaniel  Collins,  with  the  War  Departmeit 
on  the  subject  of  said  negroes. 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY  submitted  the  foilowi« 
resolution,  which,  tmder  the  rule,  lies  over  ois 
day: 

Risdvid,  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be  direeted 
to  furnish  this  House  a  statement  showing  the 
names  of  the  commissioned  officers  of  the  regvlir 
army  that  were  absent  from  their  comnuusdorpoit 
on  the  first  of  July  and  January  last.  Also,  tki 
amount  paid  during  the  year  1838  to  oificers  of  Ae 
army  for  double  rations,  and  to  whom  paid. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McKAY, 

Ruolved^  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be,  and  hs 
isf  hereby,  directed  to  obtain,  and  commonicste  9 
this  House  at  as  early  a  day  as  practicable  dncisg 
the  next  session  of  Congress,  information  to  tfes 
following  effect,  viz:  The  prices  at  which  mnskefii 
rifles,  and  pistols  might  be  made  and  delireredio 
the  United  States  and  private  armories,  if  the  am 
be  located  in  any  good  and  convenient  positioaii 
the  Southern,  the  Southwestern,  and  Western  n^ 
tions  of  the  Union;  and  that  the  said  prices  beo^ 
tained  on  the  several  suppositions  that  the  penu^ 
nency  of  the  employment  of  such  armories,  the  io> 
tal  number  employed  in  thoee  sections  of  the  UntsBi 
their  respective  annual  amounts  of  maaafaclnnii 
and  their  system  of  proof  and  inspectien  of  iiii 
arms,  be  each  in  all  respects  the  same  as  do  oot 
appertain  to  the  privau  armories  employed  by  tbi 
Ordnance  Department  in  the  manufacture  of  soaU 
1  arms* 

On  motion  of  Mr.  C.  SdEPARD,    ^ 

Retched^  Tbattk*  Commltteeon  Oommmtt 
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tfesmdei  to  it^Qire  itttd  tSfe  eipefiVency  of  pladog 
Htt  l^ojFi  ii^  tbe  barbor  t)f  Beaufort,  N.  C.  one  on 
l^ifikdioar,  aod  the  other  on  Middle  Oroond 

On  motion  of  BIr.  RENCHBR, 
RmMf  That  the  Committee  on  Revolntionaiy 
Citiffls  be  directed  to  inqaire  into  the  expediency 
oralloving  eoinmot«tioa  to  the  heirs  of  RicBard 
I      D.  Cook,  for  rerolationary  sertlces. 
Oa  ttoltoli  of  Mr.  L.  WtLLIAMB. 
IMM,  tb^t  t)M  Obthmiitee  on  PAtfcnts  be  di- 

PiMiftiBi|airtsintd  the  e]q|»editncy  of  providing 
law  forrefanding  to  applicants  the  fees  they  may 
lAve  paid  for  a  reissue  or  modification  of  their  pa* 
tenis»  vteD  they  shall  have  failed  to  obtain  the 


I        Mr.  RIVBS  snbmiieed  the  followips  ^l^dlion, 
vfciA,,iiBd«rlhi9 MUer,  \j^  <jiie  day  oh  ifte table: 

e^Ml  Thai  the  Clerk  of  this  Honse  be  di- 
(imtd  diDse  to  be  prepared  an  abstract  of  the  se- 
veral petitiona  and  memorials  npon  the  subject  of 
glamy,  the  aboUtioa  of  slavery,  the  slave  trade» 
aod  against  the  admission  of  any  new  State  into  the 
(Wen  vhose  coastitation  may  ,toJpTate  slavery, 
aniost  the  adniissioi)  Qf  Ild:a8  into  the  Union,  and 
gtfttMko|iliitioh  bf  the  independence  of  Hayti, 
Milm  have  been  presented  to  this  House  since  the 
comoiencemeBt  of  the  23d  Congress;  stating  each 
nskm  separately,  showing  by  whom  presented, 
aid  the  oafflber  of  signers,  men  and  women,  where 
tbe  same  appears  on  the  face  of  the  papers* 
On  notion  of  Mr.  COLBS^ 
Ikkhd,  That,  tte  Secireb^  6f  the  Treasury  be 
Vir^edied  to  fdmisH  to  this  House  a  tabular  state- 
H^Mltif  this  Shuual  value  of  imports,  payments  into 
iae  Tieasoiy  on  account  of  them,  and  the  whole 
cost  of  theit  collection,  with  the  rate  per  cenu  on 
the  vahie  of  imports,  and  al5;o  on  the  above  named 
payisenis,  from  1789  to  1837.  inclnsive,  adding  the 
whale  expenditure*  of  thb  ubvemment  for  each 
-  M^  )llar^  the  same  period,  exclusive  of  trust 
nKband  public  debt. 
On  nwiion  of  Mr.  MALLORY, 
h$fiked.  Thai  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  be  di- 
Rcied  to  inform  this  House  what  pay  and  emoJ.a- 
mnus  are  allowed  to  Lieutenant  Wilkes,  and  the 
offices  nnder  his  command  in  the^South  Sea  £z- 
phmng  Szpedition;  and  if  any   insurances  have 
b(«B  ^ren  by  tbb  De|lartm(ftht  that  the  acting  ap- 
tObitittents  now  held  by  them,  will  be  confirmed  on 
(heir  morn  to  tbe  United  States;   and  whether 
ihe  expedition  is  considered  as  of  a  naval  character 
or  not. 
Oi  motion  of  Mr.  JOHNSON  of  Virginia, 
iZeMJeed,  That  tbe  Committee  on  the  Post  Office 
•ad  Post  Roads,  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
cxpedieaey  of  establishing  a  post  route  from  Evans- 
rlK,  in   the  county  of  Preston,  to  Beverly,  in  the 
eoQoty  of  Randolph,  in  the  State  of  Virginia. 
On  motioii  of  Mr.  MERCER, 
Umhid^  That  the  Committee  on  the  District  of 
Oolnabia  be  instructed  to  inqaire  into  the  expe- 
&iM!y  of  causing  repairs  to  be  made  in  the  street 
Miag  from  the  City  Hall  towards  the  United 
AateaAnenai,  within  tbe  city  of  Washington. 
On  leave  given,  Mr.  THQMAS  presented  the 
•  memonalof  sundry  mechanics  of  this  District,  em- 
Vioftd  on  the  public  buildings,  in  relation  to  a  cer- 
tBiahill  now  before  a  committee  of  •  tbii  Honse; 
vhieh  memorial,  on  motion  of  Mr.  T.  was  referred 
to  Ihe  Committee  on  Public  Buildings,  and  was 
ovdeied  to  be  printed. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  POTTER, 
Uuohidt  That  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office 
lad  Post  Roads  be  required  to  inquire  into  the  va- 
lioas  claims  of  Peters,  Moore,  and  Co.  against  the 
Fact  Office  Department,  which  have  been  rejected 
hf  the  Postmaster  Genera],  embracing  three  gene- 
ad  iiems,  and  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  AYCRIOG, 
^  Bnohedt  Thai  the  Committee  on  Commerce  be 
JKtnicted  to  report  a  bill  providing  that  the  estima- 
•i  tonnai^  of  vessels  shall  correspond  with  their 
Ktual  capacity. 
On  aiotion  of  Mr.  HAUSTEAD, 
ftoofved.  That  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary 
be  instructed  to  inquire  whether  any  and  what 
OO0S  arecbarged  against  the  United  States,  for  print- 
«AeK)pie8  of  reoorda  of  suits  pending  in  the  Supreme 


Court,  which  have  been  printed  at  the  expense  of 
the  United  Slates;  and  also  that  they  be  instiucteil 
to  inquire  what  amoant  is  paid  annually  for  print- 
ing the  records  and  proceedings  in  suits  pending  be- 
fore the  Supreme  Court,  and  to  whom  paid;  and 
whether  the  clerk  of  that  court  charges  suitors  for 
copies  of  records  of  suits  pending  in  the  said  court, 
which  are  printed  at  the  expense  of  the  United 
States;  and  al  what  rale  find  by  what  riile  the  Stiid 
charges  are  liiade;  and  whether  any  legislation  is 
necessary  in  relation  to  the  costs  of  suits  in  said 
court. 

Mr.  RANDOLPH  submitted  the  following  re- 
solution, which,  under  tbe  rale,  lies  one  day  upon 
the  table:  , 

Retphtdi  That  th^  Secretary  bf  the  Tre&sUfy  he 
directed  to  communicate  to  this  House  tabular 
statements  of  the  receipts  and  expenditures  of  the 
United  States  from  the  4th  of  March,  1789,  to  the 
present  time;  showing  the  different  sources  from 
whence  ibe  revenue  has  been  received  in  each 
year,  and  the  different  head?,  and  total ;  amount  of 
expenditures,  and  the  balincis  in  the  Treasury  of 
each  year^  and  also  the  amount  of  appropriations 
under  their  respective  heads,  and  the  balance  there- 
of unexpended  of  each  year,  daring  the  same  pe- 
riod; and  also  the  amount  af  imports,  and  of  fo- 
reign and  domestic  exports,  and  of  American  and 
foreign  tonnage  engaged  therein,  for  each  year, 
during  the  same  period* 

Mr.  ^EERS  offered  the  followihg  resolotions 

Reiolied^  That  tne  Secretary  of  State,  Secretary 
of  War,  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  and  Postmaster 
Gfeneral,  be  severally  requested  to  report  to  this 
House,  as  soon  as  practicable,  the  time  that  it  will 
aecessarilv  take  to  answer  the  various  calls  made 
by  the  House  of  Representatives  on  their  respective 
Departments  for  information  dunng  its  present 
session,  togetht^r  with  the  probable  cost  of  making 
their  respective  reports  in  answer  to  said  calls, 
including  the  printing  of  the  same;  also,  that  they 
severally  report  to  this  House  the  number  of  calls 
for  information  made  on  theiv  respective  Depart- 
ments during  the  last  session,  by  whom  made,  and 
the  number  of  their  respective  reports  made  by 
virtue  of  the  said  calls,  and  what  number  have 
been  acted  upon  by  tbe  House  of  Representatives. 

Resoli>edy  That  the  Clerk  be  requested  to  ascer- 
tain and  report  to  this  House,  as  soon  as  practica- 
ble, the  cost  for  priming  ordered  daring  the  present 
session,  including  the  repriniiog  of  twenty  tboaaahd 
copies  of  last  year':$  document  No.  397;  als^o,  at 
what  time  the  printing  now  ordered  will  be  com- 
pleted. 

Objection  being  made  to  its  consideration  at  this 
time, 

Mr.  BEERS  asked  for  a  suspension  of  the  rules 
for  that  purpose,  and  upon  that  motion  demanded 
the  yeas  and  nays;  which|Were  ordered,  and  were — 
yeas  97,  nays  79,  as  follows: 

YEAS — ^Messrs.  Anderson,  Andrews,  Atherton, 
Banks,  Beatty,  Beers,  Beirne,  Bicknell,  Birdsall, 
Buchanan,  Bynum,  Cambrel eng,  John  Campbell, 
Chaney,  Chapman,  Coles,  Connor,  Crary,  Cash- 
ing, Cushman,  Davee,  Deberry,  De  Graff,  Dan- 
can,  Edwards,  Elmore,  Richard  Fletcher,  Isaac 
Fletcher,  Fry,  Gallup,  James  Garland,  Glascock, 
Grantland,  Gray,  Griffin,  Haley,  Hammond,  Ha- 
mer,  Hawkins,  Haynes,  Holsey,  Holt,  Ingham, 
Thomas  B.  Jackson,  Joseph  Johnson,  Nathaniel 
Jones,  Keim,  Klingensmiih,  Leadbeiter,  X^ewis, 
Lincoln,  Logan,  Martin,  McKay,  Abraham  Mc- 
Clellan,  McClure,  Miller,  Montgomery,  Moore, 
Morgan,  Samuel  W.  Morris,  Calvary  Morris, 
Murray,  Noble,  Palmer,  Parker,  Parmenter,  Payn- 
ter,  Pennybacker,  Phelps,  Plomer,  Potter,  Pratt, 
Richardson,  Rives,  Sheffer,  Augustine  H.  Shep- 
perd,  Charles  Shepard,  Shields,  Sheplor,  Spencer, 
Stuu^  Swearingen,  Taylor,  Thomas,  Titns, 
Toucey,  Towns,  Turney,  Vail,  Vanderveer, 
Webster,  Weeks,  Whittlesey,  Lewis  Williams, 
Sherrod  Williams,  and  Jared  W.  Williams— 97. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Adams,  Alexander,  Heman 
Allen,  John  W.  Allen,  Aycrigg,  Bond,  Borden, 
Bouldin,.  Brlgg^,  Bronson,  Wm.  B.  Calhoun,  Wil- 
liam B.  Campbell,  Carter,  Casey,  Chambers, 
Cheatham,  Childs,  Clark,  Crabb,  Cranston,  Crock- 
ett, Davies,  Dennis,  Dunn,  Evans,  Everett,  Ewing, 
Fillmore,  Rice  Garland,  GlddiDgs,Goode,Ha]sted, 


Hastings,  Hawes,  Herod,  Hoffman,  Hopkins,  Ro- 
bert M.  T.  Hunter,  Jenifer,  Henry  Johnson, 
Lyon,  Marvin,  Samson  Mason',  Maury,  McKen- 
nan,  Menefee,  Mercer,  Nay  lor,  Noyes,  Ogle, 
Peck,  Pope,  Potts,  S.  S.  Prentiss,  Putnam,  Rari- 
den,  Randolph,  Reed,  Rencher,  Ridgway,  Edwaivl  ' 
Robinson,  Rumsey,  Russell,  Sergeant,  Sibley, 
Slade,  Soothgate.  StanlVj  ^tone^  Stratton,  TaUafer* 
to,  TillinaHast,  Tol4tfd,  tfnderWOdd,  John  White. 
Jos.  L.  WilliAniSj  Christopher  H.  Williams,  tm 
Word— 7S. 

So  the  rales  were  not  suspended. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  MARVIN^ 
«  RHolndy  That  the  boihttlittee  ph  CoittriierbB  lie 
instrdotM  to  inquire  into  tBe  expediency  Of  thalti^lg 
appropriations  for  the  survey  of  the  bar  and  bar* 
bors  of  tbe  following  rivers  and  ports  in  Florida, 
with  a  view  to  the  itnprovement  of  the  same: 
The  bar  of  tbe  river  St.  Johns;  and  the  river  and 
harbor  of  St;  Marks,  and  more  especially  the  new 
and  better  channel  recently  dilcOvered  by  Ben)*- 
min  Thornton,  Es^.  of  ^id  Territdfy: 

MATERIAL  FOR  THE  PUfiLIC  mJlLDlNGS. 

Mr.  PRATT  begged  permission  of  the  House  to 
offer  the  resolniion,  which,  at  his  solicitation,  had 
been  ordered  to  be  printed  on  a  former  day.  He 
said  we  have  bills  now  before  us  for  constructing  a 
6re-proof  War  and  Oeneral  Post  Office  Department, 
and  it  was  of  the  utmost  importance  that  the  reso- 
lution should  be  immediately  co^dered.  He  said 
the  interest,  as  w«ll  as  the  faonoAf  the  eonntnr,  in 
his  humble  opinion  ^required  that  those  buildiogs 
should  be  constructed  of  such  material 
AS  would  be  permanent.  He  then  referred  to  Um 
comparative  cheapness  of  granite  and  marble  as  a 
reason  why  they  sheuld  give  them  the  prepreferenea 
to  sandstone  which  is  no%  being  used  in  the  ooostroo' 
lion  of  the  I^atent  Office  and  Treasury  Hepart- 
ment.  He  conceived  it  to  be  their  duty  to  use  tba 
best  materials,  more  especially  when  they  can  be 
procured  at  a  much  less  expense  than  the  inferior. 
He  hoped,  at  least,  that  the  public  mind  might  be 
called  to  the  subject,  whatever  might  be  the  dispo- 
sition the  House  made  of  the  resolution.  He  hoped, 
however,  it  would  agree  to  consider  it  at  the  pre- 
sent time. 

Objection  being  made  to  its  consideration, 

Mr.  P.  moved  to  suspend  the  rules  for  that  pur- 
pose; which  motion  was  agreed  to. 

The  resolution  was  then  read  as  follows: 

Whereas,  the  materials  used  in  tbe  erection  of 
the  Treasury  building  in  this  ciiy  are  congelated 
sandstone,  absorbing  water,  and  requiring  to  be 
frequently  painted,  a<  ^eat  expense,  to  preserve  it 
against  rain  and  frost;  therefore, 

Ruolvedt  OS  the  tenae  ofihu  Houn,  That  all  pub- 
lic buildings  hereafter  to  be  erected  for  the  use  of 
the  Gk>vernment,  shall  be  constructed  of  the  hardest 
and  most  darable  materials,  either  of  marble  or 
granite. 

The  Honse  agreed  to  suspend  the  rule;  and  the 
resolution  being  before  the  House, 

Mr.  P.  moved  its  reference  to  the  Committee  on 
Public  Buildings  and  Grounds. 

Mr.  TALIAFERRO  moved,  as  instructions  to 
the  said  committee,  a*  proposition  offered  by  him 
the  other  day  as  an  amendment  to  the  resolution; 
which  proposition,  having  been-then  ordered  to  be 
printed,  was  now  in  the  hands  of  the  public  prin« 
ter,  and  the  purport  of  which  Mr.  T.  explained  in 
the  course  of  his  remarks. 

Mr.  T.  moved  that  the  further  consideration  of 
the  subject  be  postponed  until  to-morrow,  and  pro- 
ceeded to  say  (as  Be  was  understood;  that  this  pre- 
amble contained  certain  things  as  to  materials 
which  had  not,  in  the  course  of  long  experience, 
been  found  to  be  true.  The  preamble  assumed 
that  freestone  required  for  its  preservation  frequent 
and  -constant  painting.  There  were  buildings 
erected  of  this  material  which  had  been  built  more 
than  a  hundred  years,  on  which  a  paint  brush  had 
never  fallen,  and  which  were  now  as  sound  and 
unimpaired  as  they  were  the  day  they  were  bnilt. 
He  alluded  particularly  to  the  buildings  of  Gov. 
Spotswood,  cf  Virginia,  and  another;  near  which, 
according  to  the  best  of  his  recollection,  a  paint 
brush  had  never  been,  and  which  had  sustained  'no 
manner  of  injury  beyond,  "possibly,  some  little  dis- 
coloration. 
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Ai  to  the  laboratories  which  were  now  about  to 
be  built,  (for  such  be  designated  these  Depart- 
9ientB,)  he  was  aj^toniihed  to  iSnd  that  geniltmen 
had  become  so  magnificent  in  their  ideas  that  no- 
thing woDid  suit  them  short  of  marble  or  granite. 
He  would  go  along  with  any  gentleman  in  tvtry 
proper  expenditure  of  the  public  money,  for  where 
was  the  necessity  of  building  these  Departments  on 
the  scale  of  palaces?  If  they  were  built  of  a  mate- 
rial respectable  in  its  appearance  and  enduring  in 
its  nature,  the  public  should  not  expect  any  thing 
beyond  the  outlay  necessary  to  secure  these  two 
objects. 

Now,  his  amendment  provided,  in  substance^ 
that  all  the  publis  buildings  which  might  hereafter 
be  constructed  in  Washington  should  be  built  of  the 
same  material  as  the  House  in  which  they  now 
were.  The  President's  mansion,  the  Treasury 
building,  the  Patent  Office,  were  all  built  of  one 
material;  and  he  asked  that  all  future  buildings 
might  be  similarly  built,  unless  a  cheaper  and  more 
stable  material  could  be  used.  There  was  no  bet- 
ter looking  edifice  in  the  country  than  this  House, 
or  the  President's  mansion,  or  than  those  now  pre- 
paring for  the  Treasury  Department  and  the  Patent 
Office.  He  was  opposed  to  all  unnecessary  expense; 
and,  if  this  resolution  was  to  go  to  the  committee, 
he  hoped  that  his  amendment  would  be  sttfi*ered  to 
go  along  with  it. 

Mr.  LINCOLr^was  opposed  to  the  postpone- 
ment, as  calculaie<rto  prevent  any  definite  action 
on  the  subject  during  (he  present  session  of  Con- 
gress. It  would  be  recollected  that  to-day  and  to- 
morrow  had  been  specially  set  apart  for  the  con- 
sideration of  Territorial  business;  and  if  the  post- 
ponement took  place  as  proposed,  it  might  require 
a  suspension  of  the  rule  to  get  at  this  subject;  so 
that  postponement  until  to-morrow  might,  in  fact, 
be  equivalent  to  postponement  for  the  residue  of  the 
session.  Already  this  morning  a  question,  involv- 
ing, in  some  degree,  the^same{subject  matter  Of  in- 

•  quiry,  had  been  referred  to  the  committee.  Nothing, 
therefore,  was  to  be  gained  by  postponement. 

As  to  the  material,  he  thought  he  could  satisfy 
the  gentleman  from  Virginia  [Mr.  Taliaferro] 
that  a  more  wasteful  expenditure  of  the  public 
money  had  never  been  known  in  this  Government 
than  that  in  the  purchase  of  the  material  for  the 
public  buildings,  to  say  nothing  of  the  shape  or 
plan.  It  would  cost  the  Government  |60,000  more 
for  the  construction  of  a  building  of  such  material 
than  if  constructed  of  another.  What  was  this 
congelated  sandstone?  There  were  now,  in  build- 
ings oonstiucted  of  that  stone,  masses  of  rude 
clay;  the  water  had  got  in,  which,  with  the  expan- 
sion of  frost,  had  riven  asunder  some  of  the  parts. 
A  portion  might  be  perforated  by  a  fine  stick,  and 
it  was  necessary  for  the  workmen  to  taVe  it  out 
It  was  very  unsafe  and  insecure;  and,  instead  of 
giving  fiAy-seven  cents  a  foot  for  this  congelated 
sandstone,  granite  might  be  obtained  at  forty 
cents.  At  this  very  moment,  there  was  an  appli- 
cation before  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings 
for  an  appropriation  of  1 12,000  to  paint  the  very 
structure  now  in  the  course  of  erection.  Twenty 
thousand  dollars  had  been  expended  in  five  years 

•  for  that  object.  The  stone  was  such  an  absorb- 
ent of  water  that  the  building  could  not  be  se- 
cure unless  it  was  painted.  As  to  the  appearance, 
he  cared  little  about  it,  whether  painted  or  not;  but 
he  looked  to  the  extravagant  waste  of  the  public 
money.  By  using  another  material,  more  than 
thirty-six  per  cent,  would  be  saved  upon  the  cost, 
besides  the  expense  of  painting  every  three  years. 

He  thought  the  subject  should  go  to  the  coinmi^- 
tee,  whose  duty  it  would  be  to  report  all  the  facts — 
what  was  die  cheapest  and  best  material  of  which 
to  construct  these  buildings. 

Mr.  BEIONSON  inquired  what  would  be  the  ef- 
fect of  the  previous  que&tioni 

The  CHAIRsaid  it  would  be  to  bring  the  House 
to  a  vote  on  the  resolution. 

Mr.  BRONSON  said  he  would  not  then  move  it, 
but  would  move  to  lay  the  subject  on  the  table. 

Mr.  THOMAS  suggested  that  a  memorial  had 
this  morning  been  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Public  Buildings  of  the  same  purport  as  this  reso- 
lutioA.   The  power  of  the  ooihmitte*,  tiierafon, 


would  be  neither  inoreased  nor  diminished  by  the 
reference  of  this  resolution. 

Mr.  BRONSON  withdrew  his  motion  to  lay  on 
the  table  at  the  request  of 

Mr.  TALIAFERRO,  who  said  he  could  not  well 
perceive  how  the  House  could  get  into  a  debate  on 
a  matter  of  this  kind.  The  proposition  was  a  very 
simple  one;  ana  if  the  gentleman  from  Massachu- 
setts [Mr.  Lincoln]  was  correct  in  his  statement  of 
facts,  there  could  be  no  further  question.  If  gra- 
nite could  be  furnished  cheaper  dian  any  other  ma- 
terial, then  he  (Mr.  T.)  was  for  granit^.  But 
what  did  all  the  estimates  of  the  mechanics  say, 
when  the  Treasury  building  and  the  Patent  Office 
were  about  to  be  constructed?  The  whole  estimates ' 
showed  that  the  expense  of  building  with  granite 
would  be  more  than  double.,  He  was  willing  to 
make  issue  with  the  gentleman  Arom  Massachu- 
setts, and  if  the  gentleman  would  permit  the  reso- 
lution to  pass  with  the  modification  which  he  (Mr. 
T.)  would  suggest,  namely,  that  the  cheapest  plan 
should  be  adopted,  there  would  be  an  end  of  the 
matter. 

Mr.  PRAITT  said  he  would  accept  the  modifica- 
tion. He  was  one  of  the  Committee  on  Public 
Buildings  and  Grounds,  and  conceived  it  his  duty 
to  bring  the  matter  before  the  House.  His  sense 
of  duty  to  the  public  interest  dictated  such  a  course 
to  him;  as  he  had  no  disposition  to  debated  this  mat- 
ter further,  and  to  save  the  time  of  the  House,  he 
would  accept  the  modification.  He  had  the  cer- 
tificate of  die  Commissioner  of  Public  Buildings 
that  granite  was  seventeen  oents|]e8s  per  foot  thin 
freestone. 

Mr.  TALIAFERRO  said  he  should  know  some- 
thing of  this  matter.  Did  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts  [Mr.  Lincoln]  ever  see  a  precious 
metal  without  dross^  The  fault  was  in  the  con- 
struction, and  not  in  the  material,  if  any  flaws  had 
been  found,  as  the  gentleman  described. 

Mr.  LINCOLN  was  understood  to  say  he  would 
state  that  as  to  one  of  the  columns  of  the  Presi- 
dent's House,  a  part  of  it  had  come  asunder,  and 
that  it  had  been  necessary  to  supply  its  place,  in 
consequence  of  the  operation  of  the  frost;  and  that  as 
to  other  columns  now  finished  in  the  new  building, 
there  were  various  places  in  which  the  material 
had  decayed  from  three  to  five  inches. 

Mr.  TALIAFERRO  said  there  was  a  perfect  as 
well  as  an  imperfect  formation  of  marble.  -  So  it 
was  with  the  fVeestone  which  the  gentleman  (in 
ridicule,  he  supposed)  had  denominafed  sandstone. 
But  he  (Mr.  T.)  insisted  that  the  architect  was 
bound  to  look  and  see  that  it  was  perfect. 

There  was  a  great  mistake  here,  if  gentlemen 
supposed  that  paint  was  necessary  for  the  preserva- 
tion or  the  comfort  of  edifices  built  of  freestone. 
He  spoke  from  experience.  It  was  not  necessary, 
although  it  might  improve  the  appearance.  That 
was  a  matter  of  taste. 

The  appropriate  points  for  the  House  to  consider 
wene  usefulness  and  economy. 

Mr.  NAYLQR  said  he  would  not  occupy  the 
time  of  the  House;  but  he  had  been  about  to  ask 
leave  of  the  House  to  introduce  a  resolution  on  this 
subject.  He  held  in  his  hand  one  which  he  thought 
would  suit  the  views  of  all. 

Mr.  TALIAFERRO,  understanding  Mr.  Pratt 
to  have  accepted  his  modification,  withdrew  the  mo- 
tion to  postpone. 

And  the  question  recurring  on  commitment, 

Mr.  NAYLOR  said  that  the  House  was  aware 
that,  within  a  few  days,  the  Committee  on  Public 
Buildings  had  submitted  estimates  for  a  General 
Post  Office  building,  to  be  constructed  of  split  gra- . 
niie.  He  had  been  infonped,  by  those  competent 
to  judge,  that  the  building  could  be  constructed  bet- 
ter, and  at  much  less  cost,  of  marble. 

Mr.  N.  then  offered  a  substitute  for  the  resolu- 
tion of  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  and  ex- 
pressed a  hope  that  it  would  not  be  objected  to. 

Mr.  LINCOLN  apprehended  that  the  inquiry 
proposed  would  cause  delay  on  the  action  of  the 
bill  for  the  construction  of  a  Post  Office  building. 
He  was  opposed  to  delay;  and  all  difficulty  might  be 
obviated  by  referring  the  question  of  material  to 
the  President. 

Mr.  HAYNES  said  if  he  understood  the 
amendment  of   the  gentteman   from   Ptmisyl* 


vania,  [Mr.  Natlor,]  he  was  ia  fayor 
of  its  adoption.  It  was  certainly  importut, 
when  he  were  about  to  erect  pablie  buildings  to 
last  as  long  as  materials  can  last,  to  have  estimates 
from  a  competent  source  of  the  cost  and  durability 
of  such  materials.  He  was,  therefore,  inr  favor  oC 
the  proposed  amendment  But  he  would  say  a 
word  of  the  course  of  the  Committee  on  the  PoW 
lie  Buildings.  "A  change  had  con/e  o*er  the  spirit 
of  their  dieam"  since  the  last  session  of  Congress. 
Then,  we  heard  nothing  but  the  cry  of  ecoDooj, 
when  we  were  urged  to  pull  down  the  new  Tre&. 
sury  building,  and  remove  its  materials  to  the  site 
for  a  General  Post  Office,  and,  perchance,  when  thtt 
building  should  be  partially  constructed,  to  pall  it 
down,  and  carry  back  the  materials  to  their  original 
place*  Now  that  committee  goes  for  the  more  ex- 
pensive materials  of  granite  or  marble. 

Mr.  GRANT  moved  the  previous  qnestion,  bat 
withdrew  it,  and  moved  to  lay  the  subject  oo  the 
table;  which  motion  was  rejected. 

Mr.  PRATT  then  modified  his  resolution  to  read 
as  follows: 

Ruohed^  That  the  Committee  on  the  Pablie 
Buildings  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  ezpediea- 
cy  of  having  the  public  buildings  hereafter  to  be 
erected  built  of  either  marble  or  granite,  instead  of 
the  stone,  that  has  been  used;  and  that  said  com- 
mittee report  to  this  House  which  of  these  male- 
rials  is  the  most  desirable  and  economical,  snd  the 
several  prices  at  which  each  of  §aid  materials  ca& 
be  furnished. 

Mr.  P.  demanded  the  previous  question,  which 
was  seconded. 

And  the  main  question  (being  on  the  adoptits  of 
the  resolution)  was  ordered,  and  taken. 

And  the  resolution,  as  modified,  was  adopted. 

Mr.  SLADfi  offered  the  following  resolution: 

Whereas,  on  the  30th  day  of  January,  in  the 
year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
thirty-nine,  there  were  driven  by  the  doors  of  ths 
Capitol  of  the  United  States  in  view  of  memben 
of  both  Houses  of  Congreai,  thirty  men  chained 
and  handcuffed,  together  with  twenty^  women  and 
children;  and  whereas  there  are  circumstances  whidi  . 
justify  a  strong  suspicion  that  it  was  for  no  offeocs 
against  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  or  of  any  of 
the  States,  that  said  men,  women  and  children  weie 
chained,  handcuffed  and  driven  as  aforesaid:  Then- 
fore, 

Bsolvedy  That  a  committee  of  seven  members  of 
House  be  forthwith  appointed  to  inquire  aBdr^ 
■port: 

1.  The  authority  under  which  the  said  men,  wo- 
men and  children,  were  thus  chained,  handcu^ 
and  driven  as  aforesaid: 

9.  Whether  they  were  charged  with  theeommifc 
sion  of  crimes;  and  if  so,  of  what  crimes  and  whea 
and  where  committed:  > 

3.  Whether  they  bad  been  convicted  of  crimes; 
and  if  so,  of  what  crimes,  and  by  what  tribanal 
convicted:  and 

4.  Whether  the  persons  who  chained,  hand* 
cuffied,  and  drove  the  said  men,  women,  andehilr 
dren,  were  officers  of  the  United  States,  duly  antho* 
rized  to  have  the  custody  of  criminals  withia  lbs 
District  of  Columbia;  and  if  so,  whether  they  com*  <i 
mitted  said  men,  women  and  children,  to  the  ooilr  ^ 
mon  jail  of  said  district  for  trail,  or  to  the  penitet* 
tiaryihereof  for  punishment.  i 

Ruolvedy  That  said  committee  be  authorized  la  ; 
send  for  persons  and  papvs,  and  to  report  to  diii  i 
tiouse  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  STANLY  inquired  of  the  CiuiR  U  thereio- 
lution  was  received?  '  j 

The  SPEAKER  said  it  was. 

Objection  being  made,  « i 

Mr.  CRABB  inquired  of  the  Craik  whether  lhl<j 
resolution  would  not  be  laid  on  the  table,  under  W 
resolution  of  the  12th  December?  ^ 

The  SPEAKER  said  he  would  decide  thatpoial|| 
when  it  came  up  in  its  proper  place-  *i 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BRONSON,  ' 

Re9olved^  That  the  Commiitee  on  MiliUiy  Af>i 
fairs  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  dti 
making  an  appropriation  for  the  erection  of  a  for^ 
or  other  military  works  on  Bartlett  Point,  ia  tbi 
river  St.  Lawrence,  in  the  county  of  JefirersoB,aal; 
State  of  New  York.     . 
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Mr.  FILLMORB,  oa  leare,  presented  to  the 
Hoose  several  petitions,  which  were  appropriately 
icferred 

fill.  TAYLOR  submitted  the  following  resola- 
tiOB,  which,  under  the  rale,  lies  over  one  day: 

Boohed,  l^at  the  90th  rab  of  this  Hoase  which 
profides  ihat  ^all  the  States  and  Territories*'  shall 
be  eiUed  for  resolutions  on  each  alternate  Mondayi 
.  d«no^  each  session  of  Congress,  be    suspended, 
after  llus  day,  during  the  remainder  of  the  ses- 
aoa. 
Od  motion  of  Mr.  DE  GRAFF, 
Kewbed,  That  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs 
It  instnicted  to  inquire  into  the  propriety  of  repeal- 
ing a  bill  providing  for  the  settlement  of  the  ao- 
eounfs  of  die  late  purser,  Mielancton  W.  Bostwick, 
and  other  officers  and  men  who  were  lost  in  the 
year  1815,  on  board  the  brig  of  war  Epervier, 
wlueh  was  foundered  at  sea. 

Ifr.  TTTUS  submitted  the  following  resolution; 
vhich,  aader  the  rule,  lies  one  day  upon  the  table: 
JMr4,  That  the  Commiitee  of  Ways  and 
Means  be  discharged  from  the  further  considera- 
tioQ  of  a  resohiiien  of  this  House  of  the  14th 
Jaaaary,  instructing  said  committee  to  inquire  into 
the  expedieaey  of  an  explanatoiy  act,  in  relation 
10  dK  laws  imposing  daties  upon  imports;  and,  also, 
fim  the  further  consideration  ot  a  commnoica- 
tioa  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  on  the 
same  day  apon  the  same  subject;  and  that  the  said 
iwdalioA  and  communication  be  referred  to  a 

aefeet  committee.  

.  On  motion  efUfr.  EVERETT, 

Mmhtd,  That  so  much  of  the  resolution  of  this 
Hoase  of  the  14th  January,  as  requires  the  Secre- 
tary oT  War  to  tnuismit  to  this  House  any  part  of 
the  proceedings  of  the  commissioners  under  the  14th 
artide  of  the  treaty  of  1830  with  the  Cherokee  In- 
diaasbe,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  rescinded. 
Ob  motion  of  Mr.  INGHAM, 
Saobaly  rniat  the  Secretaiy  of  the  Treasury  be 
iastroeted   to  communicate  to  this  House  b,  state- 
neat  of  the  annual  expenditures  for  each  revenue 
colter,  consisting  of  repairs,  equipments,  rations, 
.offieers,  and  oeamens*  wages,  and  other  incidental 
eipeBses  from  the  year  1830  to  1838. 
On  moiion  of  Mr.  TILLINGHASTT, 
JUMohtd,  That  Caleb  Williams,  jr.  and  S.  W. 
Mniif  praying  by  petition  for  the  remission  of  cer- 
tain duties,  have  leave  to  withdraw  said  petitions 
aad  the  papers  fi  led  therewith. 

On  moiioB  of  Mr.  CUSHING,  the  House  took 
lip  for  consideration  the  following  preamble  and 
xesoiutlon,  submitted  by  him  on  the  31st  December: 
Whereas  'm  the  Message  of  the  President  of  the 
Umted  States  at  the  opening  of  the  Eighteenth  Con- 
gress, it  was,  among  other  things,  avowed  and  pro- 
claimed as  the  settled  national  policy  of  the  United 
&aie^  thai  ^'in  (he  wars  of  the  European  powers, 
in  matten  relating  to  themselves,  we  have  never 
taken  any  part,  nor  does  it  comport  with  our  policy 
JO  Id  dof'  that  '*with  the  movements  in  this  hemi- 
sphere we  are,  of  necessity,  more  immediately  con- 
nected^^' that  **we  owe  it,  therefore,  to  candor,  and 
U>  the  amicable. relations  existing  between  the  Uni- 
ted States  and  those  powers,  to  declare  that  we 
riiofild  consider  any  attempt  on  their  part  to  extend 
teir  srfstem  to  any  portion  of  this  hemisphere  as 
dBBgeroQs  to  our  peace  and  safety;**  that  "with  }he 
easting  colonies  or  dependencies  of  any  European 
■over  we  have  not  interfered,  and  shall  not  inter- 
fere; bat  with  the  (Sovemments  who  .have  declared 
Ihcir  independence,  and  maintained  it,  and  whose 
ladbpeiidence  we  have,  on  great  consideration  and 
»  just  principles,  acknowledged,  we  could  not 
view  any  interposition  for  the  purpose  of  oppress- 
iif  them,  or  controlling  in  any  other  manner  their 
HBiy,  hy  any  European  power,  or  in  any  other 
||^  tliaa  as  the  manifestation  of  an  unfriendly  dis- 
MBiiioB  towards  the  United  States;"  and  that  "it  is 
Hpeasible,  therefore,  that  we  should  behold  such 
■miKwiiioD,  in  any  form,  with  indifference,** 

JIaefrrif,  thertf^n,  That  the  President  of  the 
Uiiiled  States  be  requested  to  inform  this  House,  if 
he  aame  be  not,  in  his  judgment,  incompatible  with 
)m  public  interest,  what  explanations  the  King  of 
|b  FM&ch  has  rendered  to  the  United  States  in  re 


to  the  recent  bloekade  ef  a  part  of  the  coast 
^dieMeadeaiiBepiiblifibyFraAoei  thetieataent 


of  vessels  of  the  United  States,  public  or  private, 
by  the  blockading  squadron;  the  redaction  of, the 
castle  of  San  Juan  de  Ulloa;  and  the  ulterior  views 
and  designs  of  the  French  Grovernment  respecting 
the  Mexican  Republic.  Also,  to  inform  the  House 
whether  he  has  proffered  to  either  of  the  contend- 
ing parties  the  mediation  of  the  United  States  in 
the  premises,  and  to  commuaicate  any  correspon- 
dence on  the  subjects  aforesaid  which  may  have 
pased  between  Ihe  Government  of  the  United 
States  and  that  of  France. 

And  that  the  President  be  in  like  manner  re- 
quested to  communicate  to  the  House  informati6n 
of  the  same  tenor  iii  regard  to  the  blockade  of  the 
Rio  de  la  Plata  by  the  French,  and  the  differences 
existing  between  the  French  Government  and  that 
of  the  Arcrentine  Republic.'* 
The  resolution  was  then  agreed  to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  LINCOL.'i^, 

Reoohedy  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  be  di- 
rected to  transmit  to  this  House  a  copy  of  a  com- 
munication from  Commodore  Jesse  D.  Elliott,  to 
the  late  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  which  accompanied 
the  Commodore*^  transmission  of  the  proceedings 
of  the  said  court  martial  against  Lieut.  C.  J.  Hon- 
ter,  together  with  the  deposition  of  the  Governor  of 
Minorca,  in  relation  to  the  transactions  involved 
in  the  subject  before  said  court.  Also,  that  he  lay 
before  this  House  copies  of  all  communications 
and  papers  furnished  te  the  Department  by  Com- 
modore Elliott,  in  explanation  of,  or  having  refer- 
ence to  the  complaint  of  Passed  Midshipman  Bar- 
ton against  the  Commodore,  a  copy  of  which  was 
called  for  by  a  resolution  of  this  House  of  the  1st 
February  instant;  and  also,  of  all  communications 
on  file  in  the  Department,  in  relation  to  the  pre- 
sentation of  a  service  of  plate  to  Commodore  El- 
liott by  the  crew  of  the  American  frigate,  Consti- 
tution, during  the  last  cruise  of  the  said  ship  ttn- 
der  his  command. 

Mr.  ANDREWS  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion, which,  under  the  rule,  lies  one  day  on  the  table: 

Rt9olved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  com- 
municate to  this  House  the  names  of  a4  the  navy 
officers  who  have  been  waiting  orders  on  furlough, 
01  otherwise  off  duty,  for  more  than  six  months 
past,  with  the  length  of  time  they  have  been  so  off 
duty,  the  amount  of  pay  each  has  received,  and 
whether  any  officer  of  the  navy  receives  a  pcubion 
for  disability,  at  the  same  time  he  is  receiving  pay 
as  an  officer,  with  the  names  and  amount  in  each 
case. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BRIGGS, 

Re$9hedy  That  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs 
be  instructed  to  inquire  upon  what  terms  the  Indian 
portraits  taken  by«  George  Catlin,  of  distinguised 
chiefs  and  braves,  belonging  to  about  forty  dif- 
ferent nations,  together  with  the  costumes,  other  cu- 
riosities, and  sketches  of  the  country,  collected  and 
taken  by  the  said  Cailin,  during  seven  yeara*  resi- 
dence with  and  among  the  different  tribes  of  West- 
em  Indians,  can  be  obtained  by  the  Government, 
and  into  the  expediency  of  purchasing  the  same. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  REED, 

fietoloed.  That  the  Committtee  on  Commerce  be 
directed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  providing 
for  a  sturveyjof  a  dangerous  dioal  called  Nantucket 
South  Shoal,  situated  in  the  ocean,  90  or  30  miles 
from  land,  and  greatly  retarding  and  obstructing  the 
navigation  between  the  Northern  and  Middle  and 
Southern  States,  and  also  between  the  United 
States  and  Europe.  Also,  that  they  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  providing  buoys  for  the  har- 
bor of  Wellfleet  and  vicinity. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  FLETCHER, 

Retolvedj  That  the  Committee  on  Commerce  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  ma- 
king provision  for  a  survey  of  the  Conasset  Rocks 
in  Massachusetts  bay,  with  a  view  to  the  erection  of 
a  light-house  thereon. 

Oo  motion  of  Mr.  BORDEN, 

Retohed,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office 
and  Post  Roads  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  extending  a  post  route  to  the  village 
of  We^tport  point,  in  the  town  of  Westport,  Mas- 
sachusetts. 

Mr.  ADAMS  submitted  the  following  resolution, 
which,  under  the  rules,  lies  over  one  day: 

Rmktd^  That  the  mlef  and  orders  for  eonduct- 


ing  the  business  in  the  House  of  Representatives 
be  so  amended,  that  in  the  proviso  ^f  the  18th  rule 
the  word  'Hhirty**  be  struck  out,  and  the  word 
*^sixty*'  inserted  in  its  place;  and  that  in  the  last 
line  but  one  of  the  said  proviso  the  word  "day** 
be  struck  out,  and  the  words  **and  fourth  day*'  be 
inserted  in  its  place. 
On  motion  of  M«.  X.  W,  WILLIAMS, 
Rttohed^  That  the  Commiitee  on  Commerce  be 
discharged  from  the  further  consideration  of  the 
petition  of  Volney  prench  and  others,  and  that  the 
same  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  who  have  the  subject  of  said  petition  under 
consideration.  , 

On  motion  of  Mr.  ANDERSON, 

Resolved,  That  the  report  of  the  Committee  of 
Claims  in  the  case  of  Beatty  H.  Beard  be  recom- 
mitted to  that  committee  for  the  purpose  of  exa- 
mining additional  testimony. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Louisiana,  from  the  select 
committee  to  which  bad  been  referred  the  memori- 
al of  Duncan  N.  Hennen,  complaining  of  the  offi- 
cial conduct  of  Philip  K.  Lawrence,  Judge  of  the 
Eastern  and  Western  Districts  of  Louisiana,  made 
the  following  report: 

"The  select  committee  to  which  was  referred  die 
memorial  of  Duncan  N.  Hennen,  complaining  of 
the  official  conduct  of  Philip  K.  Lawrence,  Judge 
of  the  District  Court  of  the  United  States  for  the 
Eastern  and  Western  Districts  of  Louisiana,  re* 
port: 

''That,  in  consequence  of  the  evidence  collected 
by  them,  in  virtue  of  the  powers  with  which  thej 
have  been  invested  by  the  House,  and  which  is 
hereunto  subjoined,  they  are  of  opinion  that  Philip 
K.  Lawrence,  Judge  of  the  District  Court  of  the 
United  States  for  the  Eastern  and  Western  Dis- 
tricts of  Louisiana,  be  impeached  for  high  misde- 
meanors in  office.** 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  offered  the  following  resoi 
lution: 

Reiolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be  directed 
to  inform  this  House  how  the  armies  and  troops  en- 
gaged in  prosecuting  the  Florida  war  have  been 
furnished  widi  supplies  of  flour,  meal,  com,  oata, 
hay,  bacon,  pork,  and  beef  for  the  last  two  years, 
stating  whether  the  supplies  have  been  furnished 
by  contract  in  whole  or  in  part,  and  Che  name  or 
names  of  the' contractors,  and  whether  the  contracts 
have  been  let  to  the  lowest  bidder,  or  whether  the 
supplies  have  been  furnished  in  whole  or  in  part  by 
an  agent  or  agents  employed  to  make  purchase, 
and,  if  so,  the  name  or  names  of  die  agents,  and  the 
sums  allowed  them  as  compensation  for  their 
services  respectively,  and  whether  the  compensation 
by  a  gross  sum  by  the  month  or  year,  or  a  per 
centage  upon  the  amount  of  their  purchases,  and,  if 
a  per  centage,  its  amount. 

Resolved  further,  That  said  Secretary  inform  the 
House  what  is  the  highest  price  paid  by  the  Go- 
vernment during  the  last  two  years  for  flour  by  the 
barrel;  meal,  corn,  and  oats  by  the  bushel;  and  ba- 
con, pork,  and  beef  by  the  pound  or  barrel;  and  hay 
by  the  one  hundred  pounds,  or  ton,  delivered  in  die 
ports  of  Florida. 

Mr.  U.  (leave  having  been  denied)  moved  a  sus- 
pension of  Uie  rule  for  the  purpose  of  considering 
the  resolutions  at  this  time;  which  motion  was  re- 
jected. 

Mr.  DUNCAN  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion, which,  under  the  rule,  lies  one  day  on  the  ta- 
ble: 

Resolved,  That  Uie  clerk  of  this  House  be  direct- 
ed to  make  out  a  statement  of  the  sums  of  money 
which  have  been  paid  as  the  expenses  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Investigation,  appointed  by  the  House  of 
Representatives  daring  the  session  of  *  1836-7,  of 
which  the  Hon*  Henry  A.  Wise  was  chairman; 
and  also,  the  Committee  of  Investigation,  of  the 
same  session,  of  which  the  Hon.  James  Garland 
was  chairman,  stating  particularly  the  items  of 
said  expenses,  and  to  whom  the  same  were  paid, 
and  report  the  same  to  the  House. 

The  resolution  lies  over  one  day,  trader  the  rule. 

The  States  having  been  called  through  for  reso- 
lutions, the  special  order  was  taken  up,  being  the 
consideration  of 

TERRITORIAL  BUSINESS. 

Oft  motiait  of  Blr.  BRONSON,  aU  the  bills  i 
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referred  to  tiie  same  tioaimitteeV  the  Whole,  and 
the  House  resoWed  itself  into  a  Comnitte^i  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  Mr.  Davbe  of 
Maine  in  the  chair. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  B.  the  committee  took  op  the 
bills  in  the  following  order: 
^  A  bill  to  define  and  establish  the  eastern  bounda- 
ry of  the  Territory  of  Iowa;  which  was  considered 
and  laid  aside  to  be  reported  to  the  House. 

A  bill  to  authorize  the  election  or  appointment  of 
certain  officers  of  the  Territory  of  Iowa,  and  for 
other  purposes;  which  was  also  laid  aside. 

A  bill  to  provide  for  the  erection  of  public 
buildings  in  the  Territory  of  Florida. 

After  8ome  remarks  from  Messrs.  BOND, 
DOWNING,  and  BRONSON, 

Mr.  BOND  submitted  a  proviso  that  the  passage 
of  this  law  should  not  be  held  as  binding  the  United 
States  to  any  future  appropriation,  which  was 
agreed  to,  and  the  bill  and  amendment  ordered  to 
be  reported. 

The  committee  then  took  up  the  bill  to  authorize 
the  election  or  appointment  of  certain  officers  in 
the  Territory  of  Iowa,  and'  for  other  purposes; 
li'hich  wai  considered  and  laid  aside. 

The  next  was  the  bill  to  amend  the  act  establish- 
ing the  Territorial  Oovernment  of  Wisconsin, 
(limiting  the  tenure  of  the  offices  of  Governor,  Se- 
cretary, Marshal,  and  Attorney,  to  two  years, 
Judges  to  four,  Ac) 

Mr.  ADAMS  inquired  the  object  of  the  proposed 
change. 

Mr.  DOTY  explained  that  it  was  to  hold  to  a 
greater  and  more  fi^quent  accountability,  and  to 
atumilate  the  periods  of  service  to  those  of  simi- 
lar offioers  in  the  States. 

Mr.  ADAMS  insisted  that  its  effect  would  be  to 
reader  the  Governors  more  dependent  on  Executive 
power  and  iniue nee.  Mr.  A.  moved  to  strike  out 
the  first  section  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  BRONSON  disclaimed  any  sach  intention 
on  the  part  of  the  committee  who  reported  the  bill, 
and  the  inference  was  rather  the  reverse,  or  at  least 
to  bring  about  a  more  direct  responsibility  to  the 
people  among  whom  the  officers  resided. 

Mr.  POP£  was  unwilling  to  make  any  change 
in  a  system  which  had  hitherto  worked  well 
enough,  and  no  complaints  had  yet  been  heard  of 
the  Governor  of  Wisconsin. 

Mr«  BRONSON  could  assure  the  committee  that 
no  intention  existed  to  reach  the  existing  Governor 
of  Wisconsin,  for  the  bill  was  so  drafted  as  lo  take 
effect  only  on  the  expiration  of  Governor  Dodge's 
term. 

Mr.  DOTY  defended  the  provisions  of  the  bill 
with  moch  earnestness,  and  showed  the  necessity 
of  a  change  and  a  more  frequent  removal  from  the 
negligence  of  some  of  the  officers. 

The  amendment  was  disagreed  to,  and  the  bill 
was  laid  aside. 

The  next  was  the  bill  to  provide  for  the  building 
of  a  pier  on  Lake  Winnebago;  which  was  consider- 
ed and  laid  aside. 

The  bill  making  St.  Joseph's,  Florida,  a  port  of 
entry,  was  also  considered  and  ordered  to  be  re- 
ported. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  Brothertown  Indians, 
in  the  Territory  of  Wisconsin,  was  next  considered 
and  ordered  to  be  reported. 

The  bill  to  fix  the  salaries  of  the  keepers  of  the 
public  archives  in  Florida.  After  a  brief  discussion 
between  Messrs.  BOND  and  DOWNING, 

Mr.  BOND  moved  to  strike  eut  the  enacting 
clause  of  the  bill:  lost. 

Mr.B.  moved  to  strike  out  |750,  and  insert 
fSOO  as  the  salary  to  be  given. 

Mr.  BRONSON  remarked  that  that  w£s  the  pre- 
sent salary. 

The  amendment  was  disagreed  to,  and  the  bill 
laid  aside  to  be  reported. 

The  bill  to  authorize  the  purchase  of  a  law  libra- 
ry for  the  Territory  of  Florida  was  next  consi- 
dered. 

The  bill  to  authorize  the  construction  of  a  road 
iVom  Dubuque,  in  Iowa,  to  the  boundary  of  Mis- 
souri. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  inquired  if  his  colleague 
bad  made  an  eeiimate  of  the  amount  of  money  in- 
▼olfed  in  these  bills. 


Mr.  QRONSON  had  not  yet,  but  would  by  to- 
morrow morning.  The  amounts,  however,  were 
in  all  Cases  small. 

Mr.  MERCER  moved  an  a(fditional  section, 
containing  several  items  tar  works  of  internal  im- 
provemeni,  both  in  the  Territory  add  in  some  of 
the  State?;  which  was  agreed  to. 

The  bill  was  then  laid  aside,  and  the  committee 
took  up  the  "bill  to  authorize  the  construction  of 
certain  roads  in  the  Territory  of  Wisconsin;" 
which  was  considered  and  agreed  to. 

The  bill  reported  this  morning  by  Mr.  Evans,  to 
provide  for  certain  improvements  in  Florida,  was 
next  considered. 

^  The  bill  to  grant  land  to  certain  counties  in  Iowa 
for  ihe  consuniction  of  public  buildings,  was  also 
ordered  to  be  reported. 

On  morion  of  Mr.  EVANS,  the  committee  took 
up  the  bill  to  authorize  the  importation,  firee  of  duty, 
of  the  iron  materials  of  certain  iron  vessels;  and, 
af^r  some  discussion  between  Messrs.  KEMBLE, 
EVANS,  NAYLOR,  and  ADAMS, 

The  CHAIR  decided  that  the  bill  did  not  fall 
withinHhe  special  order. 

Mr.  ADAMS  appealed  from  that  decision,  on 
the  ground  that  a  portion  of  it  had  reference  to  the 
Territory  of  Florida,  viz;  the  second  section. 

^fter  a  few  further  remarks  from  Messrs. 
DOWNING,  LINCOLN,  EVANS,  BRONSON, 
and  CAMBRELENG,  the  bill  was  laid  aside,  to 
have  the  question  decided  in  the  House. 

The  committee  then  took  up  the  "bill in  relation 
to  the  town  of  Soutbport,  Wisconsin." 

The  question  was  on  the  substitute  submitted  by 
Mr.  DOTY,  on  Saturday  last,  which  he  now  moved. 

Mr.  LINCOLN  opposed  the  bill,  and  also  the 
substitute,  and  moved  that  the  bill  be  laid  aside,  not 
to  be  reported. 

Mr.  DOTY  earnestly  advocated  the  bill,  citing 
various  acts  of  legislation  by  which  Congress  had 
absolutely  donated  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  town 
lots  to  the  inhabitants  thereof;  whereas,  this  bill  on- 
ly provided  that  the  money  should  be  paid  into  the 
Treasury,  and  laid  out  in  the  construction  of  the 
harbor  of  Sbuthport,  leaving  the  selection  of  the 
point,  too,  to  the  discretion  of  the  Secretary  of 
War. 

After  some  further  remarks  from  Messrs.  MER- 
CER, DOTY  and  LINCOLN,  on  motion  of  the 
latter  gentleman, 'the  committee  rose  and  reported 
the  bills  passed  in  committee  to  the  House,  and  pro- 
gress on  the  others. 

Mr.  ADAMS  made  an  inquiry  as  to  the  bill 
rulfd  out  of  order  by  the  Chair  in  committee. 

The  SPEAKER  remarked  that  it  was  not  usual 
for  the  House  to  entertain  questions  of  order  be- 
fore committees,  the  Utter  de'ciding  their  own 
points.  He  suggested  that  the  question  could  be 
settled  in  committee  to-morrow. 

The  SPEAKER  laid  before  the  House  a  Mes- 
sage of  the  President  of  the  United  States  in  rela- 
tion to  the  demands  made  on  the  British  Govern- 
ment for  satisfaction  for  the  destruction  of  the  Ca- 
roline, at  Schlosser,  in  the  United  Stales. 

Mr.  BRONSON  moved  to  print  10,000  extra 
copies;  which  motion,  being  then  objected  to,  lies 
over. 

On  motien. 

The  House  adjourned. 


IN  SENATE. 
ToBSDAT,  February  12,  1839. 
Mr.    HUBBARD,    from   the   Committee    on 
Claims,  to  which  had  been  referred 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Dr.  Francis  Lambert;  and 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Sylvester  Phelps  and 
others; 

Reported  the  same  without  amendment,  and  with 
a  recommendation  that  they  do  not  pass. 

Mr.  H.  also,  from  the  same  committee,  reported 
the  act  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  Jackson  without 
amendment,  and  recommending  its  passage. 

Mr.  SEVIER,  from  the  Committee  on  Indian 
Affairs,  to»«which  was  referred  the  memorial  of  the 
Legislative  Assembly  of  the  Territory  of  Wisconsin, 
praying  that  the  title  of  the  Meaomonie  Indians 
to  lands  within  that  Territory  may  be  extinguishcSl, 
asked  to  be  discharged  from  the  further  considera- 
tion thereof;  which  was  agreed  to. 


Mr.  S.  from  the  same  committee,  lo  which  ik 
bill  for  the  relief  of  Milley  Yatea  was  recommitted 
reported  the  same  without  amendment,  and  with  a 
recommendation  in  favor  of  its  passive. 

Mr.  MERRICK,  from  the  Committee  oQCIaioL 
to  which  was  referred  the  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Michael  Fenwick,  reported  the  same  without 
amendment. 

Mr.  SWIFT,  from  the  Committee  on  lodiu 
Affairs,  to  which  had  been  referred  the  act  pro- 
viding for  paying  three  companies  of  nilitia  io  the 
State  of  Indiana  called  into  the  service  of  tbe 
United  States,  reported  the  same  wiUi  an  ameBd* 
ment. 

Mr.  WALL,  from  the  CommiUto  on  the  Judi- 
ciary, to  which  was  referred 

An  act  to  provide  for  the  settlement  of  the  daiu 
of  Walter  Jones  against  tbe  United  States;  and 

A  bill  to  amend  the  act  of  March  3, 1637,  tali* 
tied  "An  act  supplementary  to  the  act  entitled  aa 
act  to  amend  the  judicial  system  of  die  Unittd 
States,"  and  for  other  purposes; 

Reported  the  same  without  amendment. 

Mr.  W.  from  the  same  committee,  to  which  wu 
referred  the  bill  to  alter  the  time  of  holding  the  fail 
term  of  the  circuit  court  of  the  United  States  for  tbe 
district  of  Michigan,  reported  the  same  with  u 
amendment. 

Mr.  W.  from  the  same  cc^mittee,  to  which  wai 
referred  an  act  for  the  relief  of  Peyton  Randolph, 
reported  the  same  without  amendment,  and  with  t 
recommendation  that  it  do  not  pass. 

Mr.  MORRIS,  from  the  Committee  on  Pensiott, 
to  which  was  referred 

An  act  for  tbe  relief  of  John  England; 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Samuel  Hapten; 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  John  Jacob  Baagh;    , 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Oliver  Peck; 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Elizabeth  Dorant; 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  widow  of  Capt.  Its. 
.  Hunter, 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Fielding  Pratt; 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Elizabeth  Jones  ai 
others; 

Reported  the  same  without  amendment,  ail 
with  a  recommen  Jation  that  they  do  not  pass.      ^ 

The  following  bills  from  the  House  of  Represerf- 
atives  were  read  the  first  and  second  time,  and  n* 
ferred  to  appropriate  committers:  * 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Oriffith  Combe  and  Jcti  ^ 
P.  Engle,  trustees  of  the  boose  in  the  city  of  Wd^' 
ington  called  the  brick  capitoL  ' 

An  act  to  authorize  the  Secretary  of  the  Tror 
snry  to  compromise  claims  of  the  tJnitsd  StttaT 
against  certain  banks. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Cornelius  Taylor. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Jamison  and  William. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  James  H.  Grant,  Itaf 
W.  Simpson,  and  Thruston  Gk>ing.  ^ 

A  joint  resolution  ret^ nesting  the  Pitsidentcg 
the  United  States  to  present  a  gold  medal  to  Jaav* 
Rumsey. 

Mr.  RIVES  presented  the  petition  of  Sarah  J 
Qates,  widow  of  Capt.  Lemuel  Gates,  and  die  j 
tition  of  Jeremiah  Fagitt;  which  were  refen 
the  Committee  on  Pensions. 

Mr.  ALLEN,  on  leave,  and  in  parsuaneeofa 
tice  given,  introduced  a  joint  resolution  to  aathoi^ 
the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States  to  issne  < 
tifieates  of  deposite  in  lien  of  others  to  be  canodle 
which  was  read  twice,  and  ordered  to  be  pnnt^ 

The  following  resolution  submitted  by  Hq 
TALLMADGB  yesterday,  viz:  "J 

Rttohedy  That  the  Postmaster  General  comm 
nicate  lo  the  Senate  the  number  of  removals  of  M 
puty  postmasters  since  March.  4,   1S37,  die  t^wk 
of  the  persons  so  removed,  and  the  times  whenf 
moved,  the  names  of  tbe  pen-ons  appointed  tot 
the  vacancies,  the  names  of  tbe  offices  where  r" 
removals  have  been  made,  classifying  the  «b 
by  States  and  Territories:  was  taken  up,  < 
ed  and  adopted. 

Tbe  following  resolution,  also  submitted) 
by  Mr.  T.  viz:   ^ 

Aeso/ved,  That  the  Secretary  of  War  comtel 
caie  to  the  Senate  copies  of  all  proposals  for  f 
nishing  supplies  to  the  Indian   Department, 
all  contracts  entered  into  for  the  same,  sii 
first  of  May  last,  and  of  all  conesposdesoe  ^ 
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the  Department,  in  relation  to  said  proposals  and 
eoQtracts;  and  whether  any  mode  of  procuring  sup- 
plies has  been  adopted,  other  than  by  advertising 
for  proposals,  and  giviug  the  conira<^  to  those  of- 
fering the  most  favoiable  terms:  was  taken  up,  and, 
on  motion  by  Mr.  BENTON,  was  amended,  by 
adding  thereto  the  following  words: 

"And  that  he  also  inform  the  Senate  what  has 
been  the  result  of  the  late  attempts  to  revive  the 
mode  of  supplying  the  Indians  with  goods  by  con- 
tract, and  how  far  the  goods  obtained  by  such  con- 
Uracts  have  been  at  fair  prices,  good  quality,  and 
suitable  kind*,  and  that  all  information  in  posses- 
sion of  the  IXepartment,  or  in  its  power  to  obtain 
without  delay,  bearing  on  the  price,  quality,  and 
fitness  of  the  goods  so  obtained  by  contract,  be 
communicated  to  the  Senate;  and  also  the  com- 
parative view  of  said  contraeU  with  the  pwrehases  of 
jadian  goods  previously  made  by  the  agents  and 
officers  of  the  United  Srates.'* 
The  resolution,  a?  amended,  was  then  adopted. 
Mr.  NORVELL  submitted  the  following  reso- 
taition,  which  lays  over: 

JKese/vid,  That  the  daily  hour  of  the  meeting  of 
the  Senate  shall  be  at  eleven  o'clock  until  other- 
wise ordered. 

Mr.  ROBINSON  submitted  the  following  reso 
laliony  which  was  considered,  and  adopted: 

Rushed,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
oommunicate  to  the  Senate  if  any  and  what  banks 
m  Illinois,  since  their  rei>umplion  uf  specie  pay- 
■leat  in  May  last,  have  applied  to  be  made  banks 
of  deposite,  and,  if  -any,  the  reasons  why  not  so 
made. 

The  Senate  then  proceeded  to  the  consideration 
of  the  bill  to  prevent  the  interference  of  Federal  of- 
ficers in  elections,  as  the  special  order  of  the  day; 
when 

Mr.  RIVES  addressed  the  Senate  at  length,  and 
with  nnch  earnestness,  against  the  report  of  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  and,  in  conclud- 
iBg,  stated  his  great  disapprobation  of  the 
doetiines  contained  in  the  report^  of  the 
Jadiciary  Gommittee,  and  said  that  the  Se- 
nate owed  it  to  itself  to  revoke  the  sanction  it  had 
giren  tait  by  printing  an  extra  number  of  copies  of 
it.  With  this  view,  he  submitted  a  set  of  resolu- 
tions condemnatory  of  the  report,  and  concluding 
with  an  amendment  to  it.  He  submitted  to  his 
friend  from  Kentucky,  [Mr.  CairrsNOBN,]  whether 
tbey  could  not  both  accomplish  the  object  they  had 
IB  view,  by  adopting  these  resolutions  in  lieu  of  the 
Ull  about  which  many  gentlemen  entertained  con- 
stilational  scruples.  Mr.  R.  then  read  the  resolu- 
Hmtts,  and  moved  that  they  be  printed. 

Mr.  PIERCE  desired  to  know  in  what  character 
Ae  geDtleinan's  resolutions  were  oflfered;  whether 
Ih^  were  moved  as  an  independent  proposition,  or 
as  an  amendment  to  the  bill.  If  the  former,  it  was 
dcarlj  not  in  order  to  receive  them. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  observed  that  it  was  always 
boa  to  do  one  thing  at  a  time.  The  issue  had  been 
^idy  made  by  the  Senator  from  Kentucky,  [Mr. 
Cbittxkdcn,]  on  hisb.ll  as  introduced,  and  he  in- 
leoded,  for  one,  at  some  convenient  time,  to  give 
bis  aentiments  with  regard  to  it.  Though  he  was 
^ispoamd,  on  all  occasions,  to  show  every  courtesy 
to  his  feilow  members  of  the  Senate,  yet  he  was  not 
Ugposcd  to  permit  the  issue  to  be  changed  at  this 
liSBV.  The  honorable  Senator  from  Virginia 
BonM,  a(  the  proper  time  to-morrow,  bring  for' 
raid  his  resolutions  and  have  the  sense  of  the  Se- 
late  on  them,  and  he  should  be  very  ready  to  con- 
lidef  tbena;  but  on  this  question  he  waited  the  bill, 
he  whole  bill,  and  nothing  b  it  the  bill. 
Mr.  l^ALL  complaified  of  the  unfair  manner  in 
the  Senator  from  Virginia  had  treated  the 
It  was  plain  to  every  man  of  common 
in  the  community,  that  no  such  inference 
be  drawn  from  it,  as  the  one  drawn  by  the 
ienntor  from  Virginia.  The  committee,  Mr.  W. 
lM»  in  litis  report  was  discussing  the  rights  of  ciii- 
ms;  Bnd  the  Senator  would  not  pretend  to  deny 
lai  o&oG  holders  were  citizens?  He  begged  leave 
I  tali  the  Senator  from  Virginia  that  whatever  new 
|hts  he  might  now  have,  that  the  distinction  he 
id  ttuui«  was  not  to  be  found  in  the  Constitution. 
rhflLt,  sir!  said  Mr.  W.  are  the  officers  of  this  Gk>- 
srmneoc  a  distinct  and  separate  class  from  the  peo- 


ple? Are  those  whom  the  people  have  entrusted 
with  the  transaction  of  their  business,  aliens  to 
them?  Was  this  the  Democracy  that  the  Senator 
had  lately  acquired?  Mr.  W.  objected  to  having 
these  resolutions  at  all  connected  with  the  report; 
and  he  considered  that  by  so  doing,  it  would  be 
placing  an  unfair  construction  upon  it. 

Mr.  KING  was  much  surprised  that  the  Sena- 
tor from  Virginia  should  think  of  introducing  these 
resolutions  in  connection  with  the  report.  The 
report,  Mr.  K.  said,  was  not  before  the  Senate,  and 
could  in  no  way  be  subject  to  amendment.  It  was 
an  answer  to  a  bill,  which  bill  was  now  before 
the  Senate  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  that, 
and  that  alone,  was  subject  to  amendment.  With 
the  same  propriety  might  the  Senator  propose  to 
amend  the  speech  of  the  Senator  from  New  Jersey, 
as  lo  propose  an  amendment  to  the  report.  All 
parliamentary  law  was  against  it.  If  the  gentle- 
man would  bring  forward  his  resolutions  in  a  pro- 
per manner,  and  at  a  proper  time,  he  would  cheer- 
fully give  them  every  neeessary  consideration. 
But  he  hoped  they  would  go  on  with  the  bill,  un- 
connected with  any  matter  foreiga  to  it,  and  dis- 
pose of  it  as  early  as  practicable,  for  he  appre- 
hended that  the  business  of  the  country  might  suf- 
fer by  a  protracted  discussion. 

Mr.  RIVES  asked  of  the  Senator  from  Alabama, 
who  was  so  well  versed  in  parliamentary  law  of 
which  he  professed  to  have  but  little  knowledge, 
if  it  was  not  in  his  power  to  move  to  recommit  the 
bill  with  instructions. 

Mr.  KINO  said,certamly  the  Senator  could  make 
that  motion. 

Mr.  RIVES  said'  his  object  was  to  get  his  reso- 
lutions printed,  and  before  the  Senate,  and  to  have 
them  adopted  as  an  antidote  to  the  report.  He 
cared  not  how  this  was  done,  whether  by  a  recom- 
mitment or  otherwise.  With  regar(!  to  hi9  Demo- 
cracy, it  was  not  as  new  as  that  of  the  Senator 
from  New  Jersey,  which,  as  he  tinderstood,  went 
back  only  to  1812,  while  his  he  could  trace  back 
to  1798.  He  thought  the  gentleman  ought  to  have 
followed  him  step  by  step  in  his  argument  com- 
menting on  this  report,  instead  of  complaining  of 
the  inferences  drawn  in  one  portion  of  it. 

Mr.  CUTHBBRT  asked  if  he  was  to  understand 
of  the  gentlenoan  from  Viiginia  that  he  proposes  to 
recommit  the  bill  with  the  report  of  the  Judiciary 
Committee,  for  the  purpose  of  having  these  resolu- 
tions reported  distinct  without  the  bill? 

Mr.  RIVES  leplied  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  CUTHBERT  rejoined,  that  the  gentleman 
then  shrunk  from  the  defence  of  the  bill.  A  bill, 
he  said,  had  been  introduced  by  the  Senator  from 
Kentucky,  [Mr.  Crittcnden,]  of  a  character 
which  provoked  the  severest  censures  in  this  re- 
port. The  gentleman,  therefore,  justified  the  report 
when  he  shrunk  from  the  defence  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  RIVES  said  he  did  not  undertake  to  decide 
the  question  as  to  the  bill  in  its  present  shape.  He 
proposed  to  recommit  it  with  instructions  to  intro- 
duce these  resolutions,  and  also  to  make  a  report  on 
the  bill;  so'that  he  did  not  give  up  the  principle  con- 
tained in  it. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN  was  understood  to  say 
ihat  he  preferred  that  the  bill  should  not  be  recom- 
mitted at  this  time.  He  wished  the  argument  to 
go  on,  though  he  believed  the  Senator  bad  an  un- 
doubted right  to  move  its  recommitment. 

Mr.  RIVES  observed  that  the  Senator  from  Ala- 
bama, [Mr.  King,]  admitted  that  he  had  the  right 
to  move  to  recommit  the  bill,  with  instructions  to 
bring  in  these  resolutions. 

Mr.  KING  said  he  admitted  no  such  thing.  He 
admitted  neither  more  nor  less  than  that  it  was  in 
the  power  of  the  Senator  to  move  to  recommit  the 
bill  with  instructions  to  amend  the  bill  itself,  and 
if  the  Senate  chose  to  make  the  instructions  posi 
tive  it  could  do  it.  But  all  parliamentary  rules 
showed  that  the  Senator  could  not  move  to  recom- 
mit the  bill,  with  instructions  to  amend  the  report 
of  the  committee  that  had  been  made  on  it,  or  to 
bring  in  a  string  of  resolutions  having  the  same 
object. 

Mr.  RIVES  observed  that  the  Senate  would  see 
his  object,  and  he  was  indifferent  how  it  was  ob- 
tained; all  he  wanted  was  to  have  the  resolutions 
printed,  so  as  to  have  them  before  the  Senate,  and 


to  allow  him  to  consider  in  what  way  he  could  beai 
obtain  the  object  he  had  in  view  in  drafting  them. 

The  CHAIR  said  the  Senator  could  not  introduce 
his  resolntionc  while  the  subject  under  discussion 
yet  remained  undisposed  of. 

Mr.  NORVELL  obeerved  that  he  desired  to  ad^ 
dress  the  Senate  on  the  subject  of  the  bill,  but  as  it 
was  too  late  in  the  day  for  that  object,  and  yet  too 
early  to  adjourn,  he  would  propose  that  the  bill  be 
passed  over  informally,  and  that  they  proceed  to 
the  consideration  of  the  general  orders. 

This  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  RIVES  then  submitted  the  foltowing  resola* 
tions,  and  moved  that  they  be  printed;  which  was 
adopted. 

Whereas,  "the  constitutional  remedy  by  the  * 
elective  principle  becomes  nothing  if  it  may  be 
smothered  by  the  enormous  patronage  of  the  Gene- 
ral Government,"  and  wherea?,  also,  **fraedoni  of 
election  is  ensential  to  the  mutual  independence  of 
the  State  and  Federal  Governments,  and  of  the  dif- 
ferent branches  of  the  same  Government  so  vitally 
cherished  by  American  institutions;*' 

Res9lwd,  l^e/ere.  That,  in  tha  opinion  of  the 
Senate,  it  is  highly  "improper  for  officers,  depend- 
ing on  the  Executive  of  the  Union,  to  attempt  to 
control  or  iii/luence  the  free  exercise  of  the  elective 
right." 

Reaolud^  ahe.  That  measures  ought  to  be  adopted 
by  Congress,  so  far  as  their  constitutional  powera 
may  extend,  to  restrain,  by  law,  all  interfeience  of 
Federal  officers  with  Elections,  otherwise  than  by 
giving  their  own  votes;  and  that  the  report  of  the 
Judiciary  Committee  be  committed  to  a  select  com- 
mittee, with  instructions  to  new  model  it  according 
to  the  prinoip.ea  declared  in  the  foregoing  pnamble 
and  resolutions. 

The  Senate  then  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES, 
ToxsDAT,  February  12,  1839. 

Mr.  CHARLES  SHEPARD,  on  leave,  from 
the  Committee  on  the  Territories,  reported  a  bill 
making  provision  for  the  purchase  and  repair  of 
court-houses  in  Florida. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG,  on  leave,  from  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means,  reported  a  bill  mak- 
ing appropriations  for  certain  fortifications  for  the 
year  1839. 

Also,  Senate  bill,  without  amendment,  to  allow 
a  drawback  of  duties  on  imported  bemp^when 
manufactured  into  cordage,  and  exported. 

Mr.  C.  also  reported  a  letter  from  the  Secreta- 
ry of  the  Treasury,  representing  the  condition  of 
the  Treasury  to  be  such,  that  certain  payments 
could  not  be  made  without  the  immediate  passage 
of  the  **  bill  to  amend  an  act  to  authorize  the  issu- 
ing of  Treasury  notes  to  meet  the  current  expenses 
of  Government,  approved  May  31, 1838." 

The  letter  having  been  read  at  the  clerks  table« 

This  bill  said  Mr.  Chad  been  reported  on  the  8fh 
of  January,  and  was  on  its  engrossment  on  the 
Speaker's  table.  Mr.  C.  now  asked  the  House  to 
take  it  up.  He  added,  as  a  reason  for  the  motion, 
that  the  House  would  perceive,  from  the  reading  of 
the  letter,  that  it  was  not  in  the  po.wer  of  the  Trea- 
sury to  meet  the  drafts  upon  it,  unless  this  bill, 
which  was  merely  to  extend  the  act  from  January 
to  May,  was  passed. 

Mr.  BRONSON  begged  his  colleague  not  to 
press  that  motion  that  day,  to  the  hindrance  of  Ter- 
ritorial business,  but  postpone  his  motion  till  to- 
morrow. One  day  would  make  but  little  diffe- 
rence. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  could  not  withdraw  the 
motion. 

Mr.  BELL  hoped  the  gentleman  would  not  press 
it  now,  but  have  the  communication  primed,  so 
that  they  might  have  an  oppuitunriy  of  examin- 
ing it. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  yielded;  and,  on  his  mo- 
tion, Mr.  Woodbury's  letter  was  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

Mr.  CHAMBERS  suggested  to  set  aside  the  spe- 
ciaKorder  for  the  morning  hour,  to  call  the  commit- 
tees for  reports^;  but  it  was  objected  to. 

The  House  then  resumed  the  execution  of  the 
special  order,  being 
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CONGIUBSSIONAL  GLOBE. 


TEERITORIAL  BTOINBSS. 

The  following  bills  reported  yesterday,  withoat 
mmeDdment,  were  ordered  to  be  cngroned  for  a 
third  readiog: 

The  bill  to  establish  the  bouDdary  l&ie  of  the 
Territory  of  Iowa. 

The  biU  for  the  electioa  or  appointment  of  offi- 
cers in  the  Territory  of  Iowa. 

The  bill  to  amend  the  organic  law  of  Iowa  and 
Wisconsin. 

The  bill  to  amend  the  act  establishing  the  Terri- 
torial Government  of  Wisconsin* 

Mr.  OAKLAND  of  Louisiana  moved  to  strike 
out  th«  provision  in  relation  to  the  tennre  of  office 
of  the  officers;  which,  after  some  discussion  be- 
tween Mr.  G.  and  Mr.  BRONSON,  was  disagreed 
to. 

The  bill  making  an  appropriation  for  the  bnild- 
'  iag  of  piers  at  the  northern  extremity  of  Winneba- 
go lake. 

The  bill  to  establish  a  port  of  entry  at  the  St. 
Josephs  bay,  in  Florida. 

The  bill  lor  the  relief  of  the  Brothertown  In- 
dians, in  Wisconsin. 

The  bill  to  fix  the  salary  of  the  keepers  of  public 
archives  in  Florida. 

The  bill  making  appropriation  for  the  purchase 
of  a  law  library  tor  the  use  of  the  Board  of  Com- 
missioners in  Florida. 

The  bill  for  the  smrvey  of  certain  rivers  and 
roads  in  Florida. 

The  bill  granting  to  the  counties  of  Lee,  D«8 
Moines,.  Jackson,  and  Dubuque,  land  ta  aid  in 
erecting  public  buildings. 

The  bill  for  the  erection  of  a  state-house  in  Flo- 
rida. 

The  bill  to  authorize  tht  construction  of  a  road 
from  Dubuque  to  some  point  in  Missouri. 

The  bill  to  provide  for  certain  internal  improve- 
ments in  Iowa  was  taken  up,  the  question  being  on 
concurring  with  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  in 
certaia  amendments. 

Mr.  GARLAND  of  Va.  caused  the  following 
one  among  them  to  be  read.  It  had  been  moved 
yesterday  by  Air.  Mercbr. 

'^'For  the  survey  and  estimate  of  the  cost  of  con- 
structing a  harbor  on  Lake  Michigan,  contiguous 
to  Indiana  dty,  at  the  mouth  of  the  Grand  Calu- 
met liver,  five  hundred  dollars." 

Mr.  G.  begged  leave  to  inquire  where  '^Indiana 
city"  wns? 

Mr.  MERCER  said  that  Iowa  was  as  much  in- 
terei^  in  the  improvements  of  Lake  Michigan  as 
Wisconsin,  or  any  of  the  conterminous  States. 

Mr.  GARLAND.    But  where  is << Indiana  city?" 

Mr.  CHAPMAN,  the  Delegate  from  Iowa,  said 
there  was  no  such  place,  nor  a  Calumet  river  in 
that  Territory. 

After  a  somewhat  confused  discussion  as  to 
where  this  ''paper  city"  was  not,  it  came  out  that 
it  was  in  the  State  of  Indiana,  at  or  near  the  ex- 
treme head,  or  •^uth  bend  of  Lake  Michigan. 

Mr.  GARLAND,  thereupon,  moved  to  strike  it 
out,  and  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays;  which  were 
ordered. 

The  amendment  was  further  discussed  at  some 
length,  when,  by  a  general  consent,  the  call  for  the 
yeas  and  nays  was  withdrawn,  and  the  amendment 
unanimously  rejected.  The  other  amendments 
were  concurred  in. 

The  bill  to  authorize  the  construction  of  certain 
improvements  in  Wisconsin. 

All  the  foregoing  were  ordered  to  be  read  a  third 
time  this  day. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BRONSON,  the  House  then 
went  into  Committee  on]  the  Union,  Mr.  Pickens 
of  South  Carolina,  in  the  chair. 

The  foHowing* bills  were  considered,  and  ordered 
to  be  reported,  unless  where  otherwise  stateJ: 

•A  bill  making  a  donation  of  land  for  the  erection 
of  public  buildings  in  Iowa. 

A  bill  making  an  appropriation  for  the  erection 
of  a  marine  hospital  in  the  city  of  St.  Josephs,  Fio- 
Tida.     « 

Mr.  DOWNING  moved  to  fill  up  the  two  blanks, 
one  with  |1 5,000  for  the  building,  and  the  other 
with  |1,000  for  buoys.  

After  a  few  word9  from  Mr.  PBTTRIKIN,  the 
first  motion  was  agreed  to. 


Mr.  CUSHMAN  remarked  that,  as  buoys  for 
^^is  point  were  provided  for  in  another  bill,  he 
"^onght  |500  quite  sufficient. 

Mr.  DOWNING  assented,  and,  so  modified,  the 
motion  was  agreed  to. 

*  The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  Alabama,  Florida 
andGeoigia  Railroad  Company  was  then  called 
up  by  Jtfr.  BRONSON. 

Mr.  LINCOLN  raised  the  question  of  order  that 
this  bill,  not  being  strictly  a  Territorial  one,  did  not 
fall  within  the  special  order. 

The  CHAIR  sustained  this  position. 

Mr.  CHAPMAN  took  an  appeal  from  that  deci- 
sion; and  after  some  discussion,  in  which  the  deci- 
sion was  sustained  by  Mr.  LINCOLN,  and  op- 
posed by  Messrs.  BRONSON,  SHIELDS,  DOWN- 
ING, CHAPMAN,  NAYLOR  and  TILLING- 
HAST,  when,  upon  twice  taking  the  question,  once 
by  tellers,  no  quorum  voted,  the  committee  rose 
and  reported  that  fact  to  the  House. 

Mr.  ADAMS  moved  a  call  of  the  House,  which 
was  ordered,  ayes  71,  noes  55;  and  a  quorum  being 
found  present,  after  a  name  or  two  had  been 
called. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BRONSON,  it  was  dispensed 
with. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  decision  of 
the  Chair,  and  it  was  affirmed  by  the  committee- 
ayes  84,  noes  45. 

So  the  bill  was  ruled  out  of  order. 

The  next  bill  considered  was  a  "bill  to  establish 
a  system  of  internal  improvement  in  Wisccmsin." 

Mr.  PETRIKIN  moved  to  strike  out  the  enact- 
ing clause  of  the  bill,  for  the  reason  that  he  was 
convinced  Congress  could  not  authoiize  a  Terri- 
tory to  do  that  which  it  had  not  the  power  of  doing 
itself. 

The  bill  was  opposed  by  Messrs.  WILLIAMS 
of  North  Carolina,  UNDERWOOD,  TOUCEY, 
CAMBRELENQ,  EVERETT,  EWING,  and 
HAYNES,  and  supported  by  Messrs.  BELL, 
BRONSON,  PRENTISS  of  Mississippi,  DOTY, 
CRARY,  MERCER,  and  HAMER ;  when 

Mr.  EVERETT  said,  if  the  friends  of  the  biU 
would  accept  an  amendment  providing  that  no 
loan  should  be  made  until  authorized  by  a  previous 
law  of  the  Legislature,  he  would  withdraw  his 
opposition. 

Mr.  BRONSON  said  he  had  not  the  slightest 
objection. 

The  proviso  was  agreed  to,  and  on  taking  the 
question  on  Mr.  Petrikin^s  motion,  the  vote  being 
ayes  59,  no<^  54,  no  quorum,  but  upon  a  count  a 
quorum  being  found  present,  the  motion  was  agreed 
to,  and  the  bill  was  laid  aside. 

A  bill  making  provision  for  a  court-house  in 
Florida. 

A  bill  grantiog  to  the  judges  of  the  Supreme 
Court  of  Iowa  the  same  compensation  as,  by  law, 
is  given  to  the  judges  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  Wis« 
consin. 

The  bill  to  approve  and  confirm  an  act  o(  the 
Legislative  Assembly  of  the  Territory  of  Wiscon- 
sin, and  for  other  purposes. 

On  the  above  being  ordered  to  be  reported,  the 
committee  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  "  bill 
in  relation  to  the  town  of  Souihport,  on  Lake  Mi- 
chigan;*' but,  by  consent,  the  bill  was  left  in  com- 
mittce: 

The  committee  then  rose  and  reported;  and  the 
bills  without  amendment  were  ordered  to  a  third 
reading  to-day. 

All  the  bills  ordered  this  morning  to  be  en- 
grossed, were  then  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  making  an  appropriation  for  the  pur- 
chase of  a  law  library  for  the  use  of  the  Legisla- 
ture and  Judiciary  of  Florida,  coming  up  on  its 
passage — 

Mr.  HALSTED  moved  to  recommit  the  bill  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Territories,  with  instructions 
to  reduce  the  amount  of  #5,000  to  $1,000. 

Mr.  CUSHMAN  moved  to  refer  it  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union; 
whereupon  the  former  gentlemen  withdrew  his  mo- 
tion, and  Mr.  C's  was  put  and  disagreed  to. 

Mr.  HALSTED  Uien  demanded  the  yea*  and 
nays  on  the  passage  of  the  bill;  which,  being  order- 
ed, were— yeas  61,  nays  64. 

So  the  bill  was  rejected. 


Subsequently,  Mr.  EDWARDS  mored  %nw^ 
sideration  of  this  voU;  and  before  the  qaestioB  wm 
taken, 

The  House  adjourned. 

IN  SENATE, 
Wedhxsdat,  February  13, 1839. 

Mr.  MOUTON  presented  the  peUtion  of  dtiitts 
of  the  State  of  Louisiana,  praying  for  a  gnat  of 
land  to  be  employed  in  the  cultivation  of  the  Mora 
Multicaulis;  which  was  referred  to  the  C<numttae 
on  Agriculmre. 

Mr.  TALLMADGE,  from  the  Comimtteen 
Naval  AfiTairs,  to  which  was  referred 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Henry  Ricfaatdsoads- 
ceased;  and 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Benjamin  Hewitt; 

Reported  the  same  without  amendment. 

Mr.  KNIGHT  presented  the  petitien  of  the  oft- 
cers  and  crew  of  the  revenue  cutter  Vigiiuce, 
praying  a  participation  in  the  benefits  of  the  Nirj 
Pension  law;  which  was  referred  to  the  CommittM 
on  Naval  AfiTairs. 

Mr.  MERRICK,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Post  Office  and  Post  Roads,  to  whi^  wis  lefencd 
an  act  for- the  relief  of  Josiah  F.  Caldwell,  repotted 
the  same  without  amendment,  and  with  aieeott' 
mendation  that  it  do  not  pass. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS  of  Maine,  from  theConmit- 
tee  on  Naval  AfiTairs,  to  which  was  referred  u  act 
for  the  relief  of  Samuel  Hamilton,  reported  iIk 
same  without  amendment. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  ALLEN,  the  joint  renlotin 
introduced  by  him  yesterday,  authorizing  ceitiii 
certificates  of  deposite  to  be  cancelled,  and  there- 
issuing  of  others  in  lieu  thereof,  was  taken  tip,  vA 
order^  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

Mr.  FULTON,  from  the  Conamittee  on  PrifHe 
Land  Claims,  to  which  was  referred 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Henry  L.  Revier^ 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Waiiaq.  Washiogm 
Btgham; 

Ah  act  for  the  relief  of  James  Cooper, 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  John  and  SamM  Bove; 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Zebulon  Sheets; 

An  act  for  theirelief  of  Oeoige  Rowe; 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Samuel  Masey  ail 
George  James; 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Isaac  Mnller, 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Peter  Samuel  Jam 
and 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Menzies  Gillespie; 

Reported  the  saine  without  amendment. 

Mr.  RIVES,  from  the  Committee  on  HavilA^ 
fairs,  to  which  was  referred 

An  act  for  the  .relief  of  Dr.  J.  M.  FoKz; 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  John  G.  Mozart; 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  Kibbey; 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Charles  Rockwell; 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  representatim « 
Jesse  Seymour;  and 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  John  Tilden; 

Reported  the  same  withoat  amendment 

Mr.  CUTHBERT,  from  the  Committee  oa  A 
val  Affairs,  to  which  was  referred  an  act  to  iw 
additional  compensation  to  William  Easby,  wd 
an  unfavorable  report  thereon.  ^ 

Mr.  C.  from  the  same  committee,  reported  iM 
out  amendment  an  act  for  the  relief  of  Spoetft 
Gist  .        » 

Mr.  ROBINSON,  from  the  Committee  (aI 
Post  Oflice  and  Post  Roads,  to  which  was  rett^ 
an  act  for  the  relief  of  Cornelius  Taylor,  wfdA 
the  same  without  amendment.. 

Mr.  R.  from  the  same  x^mmittee,  reported  tl 
for  the  relief  of  Colin  Bishop;  which  was  reid|l 
ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

The  resolution  submitted  yesterday  by  BIrJiR 
VELL  to  diange  the  hour  of  meeting  of  the  M 
to  II  o'clock,  was  taken  np,  and  after  nl 
amended  so  as  to  take  effect  afVer  Mondsy  ■ 
was  adopted.  '' 

Mr.  MOUTON  presented  certain  reso}ntiei| 
the  Legislature  of  the  Stale  of  Lousiana,  iail 
tlon  to  the  improvement  of  the  navigation  « i 
Atchafiilaya  and  Red  rivers;  which  were  lea^l 
ordered  to  be  printed.  ' 

Mr.  M.  submitted  the  following  moW[ 
which  was  conaidered  and  adopted: 


COKGKBSStOKAl  Gimt. 
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Sesohed,  That  the  Committee  on  Gommeroe  be 
Instnicied  to  inqalrf  into  the  expediency  of  report- 
I  ifig  a  bill  maklDf  appropriation  of  a  sam  of  money 
i  fo  defray  the  expenses  of  an  examination  and  aur- 
I  Tcy  of  the  bar  now  forming^  at  the  months  of  the 
lleif  ri^r  and  the  Atchafidaya,  19  the  State  of 
Loafsiana;  and  also  of  the  ledge  of  rocks  obstmct- 
ii^  the  navigation  of  Red  river,  opposite  Alexan- 
dria, in  said  State. 

The  bill  to  prevent  the  interference  of  certain 
Federal  (Kffieers  in  elections  was  taken  up,  'and  Mr. 
STRANGE  addressed  the  Senate  at  length  in  op- 
position to  the  bill. 

SeYeial  bills  from  the  House,  relating  to  the  Ter- 
ritohes,  vers  read  a  first  and  second  time,  and  re- 
ferred to  appropriate  committees. 

Mr.  WRIQHT  gave  notice  that  he  vonld  to- 
aoirov  ask  the  Senate  to  take  np  the  bill  more 
cffeetaally  to  secure  the  public  money  in  the  hands 
of  offieers  and  agents  of  the  Government,  and  to 
poaisfa  defaulters.  ^ 

Aod  then  the  Saiiate«adjoarned. 


HOUSE  OP  REPRESENTATIVES, 
Wkovssdat,  Pebmary  13,  1839. 
Ob  motion  of  Mr.  EVERETT,  the  rules  were 
nspended  to  enable  the  committees  to  report,  any 
natter  giving  rise  fo  debate  to  be  laid  over. 

Mr.  ATHERTON,from  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Thomas 


Mr.  CHAMBERS,  from  the  Committee  on 
Claims,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Miles  W. 
Dickens. 

Also,  wiihont  amendment,  Senate  bill  for  the  re- 
lief of  the  securities  of  Eltas  T.  Langham,  late  sur- 
veyor of  poblic  lands  in  Missouri  and  Illinois, 
which  wu  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  CCTSHMAK,  from  the  Committee  on  Com- 
neree,  reported  a  bill  to  establish  certain  collec- 
tioa  districts,  and  for  making  ports  of  entry  therein. 

Also,  the  following: 

Rmlvedy  That  this  House  will,  on  Friday  and 
fihtorday,  the  15th  and  16ih  instant,  alter,  the 
merning  hour,  resolve  itself  into  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  for  the  cpnside- 
laiion  of  the  folio  win  $(  bills,  and  give  the  same  the 
ptefereocc  over  all  other  business  during  the  above- 
laentioned  period,  to  wit: 

Joint  resotaition  of  the  Senate,  No.  4,  authoriz- 
iBg  the  President  of -the  United  States  to  cause  cer- 
tiia  sDnreys  to  be  made. 

House  bUl  Pfo.  473,  to  define  the  number,  com- 
peiuation,  and  duties  of  officers  of  the  cnstoms. 

Hoose  bill  No.  797,  further  to  provide  for  the 
relief  of  distressed  American  seamen  in  foreign 
soontries. 
I      House  bill  No.  818,  to  extend  the  limits  of  the 
port  of  New  Orleans. 

Hoose  bill  No.  488,  to  establish  ports  of  entry. 

House  hill  No.  10 10,  to  authorize  the  cancclla- 
■f  tiou  of  certain  debenture  bonds  on  the  exportation 

i     House  hill  No.  96,  for  the  reorganization  of  the 
r  TSreasury  Department. 

^    House  bill  making  appropriations  for  building 
.fight-hooses,  light^boats,  beacon  lights,  and  buoys, 
!  &nhe  year  1839- 

1^    House  bill  No.  695,  making  appropriations  for 
LAe  building  of  custom-houses  at  New  Orleans, 
bPhiladelphia,  and  Savannah.     And 
r    House  bill  No.  766,  making  appropriations  for 
Lfte  improvement  of  certain  harbors  therein  men- 
Epttd,  and  for  the  survey  of  certain  harbors. 
I'  And  that  said  bills  be  taken  up  in  the  order  in 
imich  they  stand  in  said  resolution. 
C^so,  the  following  resolution,  which  was  con- 

r  Mi9ohedj  That  a  detailed  report  and  drawings'of 
Ifta  light-houses  at  Barflcor  and  Ostend,  prepared 
^  liieutenant  Colonel  B.  Aycrigg,  a  chief  engineer 

the  Slate  works  of  Pennsylvania,  be  printed  for 

tnae  of  this  House. 

(ht  motion  of  Mr.  CUSHMAN,  the  Committee 

Commerce  was  discharged  (rom  the  further 
'  teratioa  of  the  joint  resolutions  of  the  Legist 
of  Michigan,  asking  aid  to  construct  a  canal 
Aniad  the  falls  of  the  Ohio  river;  and  the  same 


was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Roads  and  On- 
nals. 

Mr.  BRONSON  moved  to  include  the  bill  to  al- 
low the  privilege  of  drawback,  and  abolish  distinc- 
tions in  ports  of  entry.  , 

Mr.  CUSHMAN  remarked,  that  that  bill  was 
already  before  the  House,  the  Committee  on  the 
Union  having  been  discharged  from  it. 

Mr.  ROBERTSON  of  Virginia  moved  to  lay  the 
whole  subject  on  the  table;  which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  DE  GRAFF,  firom  the  9ame  copimittee, 
reported  a  joint  resolution  for  ttie  purchase  of  two 
hundred  copies  of  Jones's  '^Digest.'* 

Mr.  GIDDINOS,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
made  unfavorable  reports  on  the  petitions  of  Josiah 
Rogers,  and  Richard  Bond,  Qates  Hoyt,  and  Wil- 
liam Hawkins. 

Mr.  STEU ART,  from  the  same  committee,  made 
an  unfavorable  report  on  the  petition  of  Rubs, 
Reach  and  Russ. 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY,  from  the  Committee  on 
Commerce,  made  ati  unfavorable  report  on  the  pe- 
tition of  Charles  Kohler. 

Mr.  SALTONSTALL,  from  the  same  commit- 
tee, made  unfavorable  reports  on  the  petitions  of 
Charles  Simpson,  Joseph  M.  Shephard,  and  Mary 
Peck. 

Mr.  SALTONSTALL,  from  the  Committee  of 
Claims,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  W. 
Taylor. 

Mr.  CASEY,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  rejpjorted,  without  amendment.  Senate  bill 
for  the  relief  of  Isabella  Hill,  and  the  other  heirs 
at  law  of  Samuel  Hill,  deceased. 

Also,  without  amendment.  Senate  bill  granting 
to  the  State  of  Illinois  the  right  of  way  through 
the  public  lands,  and  for  other  purposes.    • 

Mr.  SHIELDS,  from  the  same  committee,  re- 
ported a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representa- 
tives of  William  Williams,  jr.  deceased. 

Also,  without  amendment,  Senate  bill  for  the#e- 
lief  of  the  Selma  and  Tennessee  Railroad  Com- 
pany. 

Mr.  LYON  moved  its  engrossment,  stating  that 
he  had  no  desire  to  press  the  question  en  its  pas- 
sage to-day. 

Mr.  LINCOLN  opposed  this  motion,  both  as 
giving  the  bill  a  preference  over  others,  and  the 
more  as  it  contained  a  principle,  that  of  giving  the 
company  a  credit  of  six  years,  which  had  never  yet 
been  sanctioned  by  Congress. 

Before  the  question  had  been  taken,  the  morning 
hour  expired,  and  the  SPEAKER  announced  the 
special  order,  being  the  consideration  of  business  in 
relation  to  the 

DISTRICT  OF  COLUMBIA. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BOULDIN,  all  the  bilb  in 
the  two  Committees  of  the  Whole  House  were  re- 
ferred to  the  same  committee,  yIz.  that  on  the 
Union. 

Mr.  ADAMS  moved  to  include  the  anti-dnelling 
bill  in  the  ^^i^l  order. 

Mr.  BOuLDIN  had  no  objection  to  include  it 
within  the  spirit  of  tha  order,  if  it  did  not  exactly 
fall  within  its  letter. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

The  SPEAKER  laid  before  the  House  a  com- 
munication from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
embracing  a  statement  of  the  amount  of  gold  and 
silver  coined  at  the  branch  mint  at  Charlottesville, 
North  Carolina,  since  its  establishmf  nt. 

Mr.  LYON,  on  leave,  from  the  Committee  on 
the  District  of  Columbii^  reported  a  bill  to  pro- 
vide for  the  erection  ef  a  jail  in  the  city  of  Wash- 
ington, D.  C. 

Mr.  LOOMIS  asked  leave  to  submit  the  follow- 
ing resolution: 

Mesolved,  That  the  select  committee  to  investigate 
the  defalcations  of  Samuel  Swartwout  and  others, 
be  instructed  to  transmit  to  the  House,  through  the 
Spxakzr,  the  journal  of  their  proceedings  up  to 
this  time,  and  daily  hetaafter  during  the  residue  of 
their  session,  and  that  the  same  be  printed  for  the 
use  of  the  HoUsSe;  and  that  so  much  of  ihe  resolu- 
tion as  authorizes  the  said  committee  to  employ  a 
printer,  be  rescinded  from  this  date;  and  that  said 
committee  be  further  instructed  to  hold  their  meet- 
ings public. 
,  Objection  being  made« 


Mr.  L.  movedH  8!u^n8io&  of  the  mlea,  and 
demanded  the  yeas  and  nays,  which  were  ordered. 

Mr.  ROBERTSON  moved  to  lay  the  motion  to 
suspend;  on  the  table;  which  motion,  after  Mr. 
LOOMIS  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays,  Mr.  R. 
withdrew. 

Mr.  CALHOON  of  Kentucky  inquirtd  if  the 
committee  did  not  bow  sit  openly. 
*    Mr.  I/X>MIS  replied  that  it  was  generally  under- 
stood they  did  not. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  suspending  the 
rules,  and  decided  in  the  negative— yeas  8S,  nays 
93,  as  follows; 

YEAS— Messrs.  Anderson,  Andrews,  Atberton, 
Banks,  Beatty,  Beers,  Bcime,  Bicknell,  Birdaall, 
Bronson,  Buchanan,  Cambreleng,  John  Campbell, 
Casey,  Chaney,  Cleveland,  Ciowney,  Coles,  Con- 
nor, Craig,  Craiy,  Cushman,  Davee,  De  Graff, 
Farrington,  Fry,  Gallup,  Olaaeoek,  Grant,  Haley, 
Hammond,  Hamer,  Harrison,  Hawkins,  Haynes, 
Holt,  Howard,  Ingham,  Thomas  B.  Jackson,  Jo- 
seph Johnson,  Nathaniel  Jones,  Klingensmith, 
Leadbetter,  Lewis,  Logan,  Loomis,  Martin, 
McKay,  Robert  McClellan,  Abraham  McClellan, 
McClure,  Miller,  Montgomery,  Moore,  Morgan, 
Samuel  W.  Morris,  Murray,  Noble,  Parker,  Par- 
menter,  Paynter,  Pennybacker,  Petrikin,  Phelps, 
Plnmer,  Potter,  Pratt,  Reily,  Richardson,  Rives, 
Sawyer,  Sheffer,  Charles  Shepard,  Sheplor,  Spen-  ' 
cer,  Swearingen,  Taylor,  Titus,  Toucey,  Vail, 
Vanderveer,  Webster,  Whittlesey,  Jared  W.  Wil- 
liams and  Yell — 85. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Adams,  Alexander,  Heman 
Allen,  Bell,  Biddle,  Bond,  Borden,  Bonldin,  Briggs, 
William  B.  Calhoun,  John  Calhoun,  William  B. 
Campbell,  Carter,  Chambers,  Cheatham,  Childa, 
Clark,  Crabb,  Cranston,  Crockett,  Cashing,  Da- 
vies,  Deberry,  Dennis,  Dunn,  Edwards,  Elmoie, 
Bvans,  Everett,  Fillmore,  James  Garland,  Rice 
Garland,  Joshua  R.  Giddings,  Goode,  William 
Graham,  Grantland,  Graves,  Grennell,  Ghriffin, 
Harper,  Hastings,  Hawes,  Henry,  Herod,  Robert 
M.  T.  Hunter,.  Jabez  Jackson,  Jenifer,  Henry 
Johnson,  Kennedy,  Lincoln,  Lyon,  Marvin,  Sam- 
son Mason,  Maury,  May,  Maxwell,  McKennan, 
Menefee,  Milligan,  Calvai^  Morris,  Nay  lor,  Noyes, 
Peck,  Pope,  Potts,  Sergeant  S.  Prentias,  Putnam, 
Randolph,  Rencher,  Ridgway,  John  Robertson,  Ed- 
ward Robinson,  Russell,  Saltonstall,  Sergeant,  Au- 
gustine H.  Shepperd,  Shields,  Slade,  Southgate, 
Stanly,  Stuart,  Straiten,  Tillinghast,  Toland,  Un- 
derwood, Albert  S.  White,  Jehu  White,  Lewis 
Williams,  Sherrod  Williams,  Christopher  H.  Wil- 
liams, Word  and  Yorke— 99. 

Mr.  LOOMIS  then  gave  notice  that  he  should 
tomorrow,  immediately  after  Che  morning  hour,  re- 
new this  motion. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BOUDLTN,  the  House  then 
went  into  Committee  on  the  Union,  Mr.  RxNcnxa 
in  the  chair,  in  execution  of  the  special  order, 
and  took  up  the  bills  in  the  following  order: 

Senate  bill  entitled  an  act  to  amend  the  act  en- 
titled an  act  to  establish  a  criminal  court  in  the 
District  of  Columbia. 

Sqndry  amendments  proposed  by  the  House  be- 
ing agreed  to,  and  thus  amended,  the  bill  was  laid 
aside  to  be  reported  to  the  House. 

A  bill  to  incorporate  the  Washington  City  Bene- 
volent Society. 

A  bill  to  incorporate  the  Navy  Yard  Beneficial 
Society  of  the  city  of  Washington. 

A  bill  to  incorporate  the  Lafayette  Beneficial  So- 
ciety of  the  city  of  Washington. 

A  bill  to  incorporate  the  Washington  Manual 
Labor  School  and  Male  Orphan  Asylnm  Society 
of  the  city  of  Washington. 

Mr.  JENIFER,  at  the  suggestion,  he  said,  of  a 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  [Mr.  Petrikik,] 
submitted  the  following  amendment: 

"And  that  no  power  is  hereby  given,  or  is  in- 
tended to  be  given,  to  issue  bank  notes,  or  exer- 
cise any  banking  privileges  whatever,**  which  wat 
agreed  to. 

A  joint  resolution  directing  the  manner  in  which 
certain  laws  of  the  District  of  Columbia  should  be 
executed. 

A  bill  (Senate)  makhig  appropriations  for  the 
support  of  the  penitentiary  in  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia. 
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CONGRKSStONAL  GLOBE. 


A  bill  to  proride  a  Tree  bridge  across  the  East- 
ern Braiich  of  the  Potomac  river,  in  the  city  of 
Washington.  [The  bill  appropriates  $30,000  for 
ttie  copstractiuD'  of  the  work,  besides  purchasing 
the  stock  of  one  of  the  existing  toll  bridges] 

Mr.  GIDDINGS  mo««d  to  strike  onr  the  cnactr 
ing  clause  of  the  bill,  and  gave  his  reasons  for  the 
action  at  length;  in  the  course  of  which  he  wa^ 
several  times  called  to  order  for  aifraing  the  Aboli- 
tion qoestion,  and  maintaining  that  the  seat  of  Go- 
vernment could  not  be  long  continued  In  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  with  the  existence  of  the  slave 
trncte  therein;  assigning  this  as  a  reason  against 
making  liberal  appropriations  for  public  works 
here. 

Messrs.  R1V£S,  JENIFER,  and  G.  H.  WIL- 
LIAMS, raised  the  questions,  bnt  they  were  over- 
ruled byUie  CEiAIK,  who,  however,  decided  that' 
the  merits  or  demerits  of  the  slave  trade  could  not 
be  permitted;  and  thus  far  only  Mr.  G*s  remarks 
were  arrested. 

Mr.  G.  again  proceeded  in  the  same  course  of 
disoosdon,  in  going  over  the  question  of  slavery, 
«ad  said  there  were  those  here  who  preferred  the 
permanency  of  slavery  to  the  permanency  of  the 
Union  itself. 

Mr.  HOWARD  again  called  him  to  order  for 
irrelevancy  of  debate. 

The  CHAIR  required  Mr.  H.  to  reduce  his  point 
to  writing.    * 

Mr.  HOWARD  insisted  that,  by  the  rule,  he  was 
not  required  to  do  so  unless  the  call  to  order  was  for 
pemonality  of  debate. 

The  CHAIR  adhered  to  his  construction  of  the 
rale. 

Mr.  HOWARD  took  an  appeal  from  that  deci- 
lion. 

Mr.  BQULDIN  made  an  earnest  appeal  to  the 
committee  to  dispose  of  the  question,  and  not  sa- 
ciifiee  all  the  interests  of  the  District  to  a  discus- 
aian  of  this  kind. 

Mr.  GLASCOCK,  with  due  deference  to  the 
Chiir,  said  the  Chair  would  have  best  consulted 
its  own  digni^  and  the  dignity  of  the  House  by  ar- 
reeting  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  in  pouring  out  his 
gross  calumnies  and  foul  aspersions  upon  the  citi- 
zens of  this  District. 

The  decision  of  the  Chair  was  sustained  by 
Messrs.  ADAMS  and  McKENNAN,  and  opposed 
by  Messrs.  BELL  and  THOMAS.  The  greatest 
con/hsion  prevailed  during  this  time,  a  number  of 
members  rising  and  addressing  the  Chair  at  the 
same  moment,  but  it  was  finally  arrested  by  the 
CflAiR  going  behind  the  point  immediately  before 
the  committee,  and  stating  that  he  had  no  hesitation 
in  deciding  Mr.  Gidoinqs  to  be  out  of  order  for  ir* 
nlevancy  of  debate. 

Mr.  HOWARD  thereupon  withdrew  his  appeal 
on  the  preliminary  point. 

[  Mr.  SLADE  then  took  an  appeal  from  the  deci- 
sion of  the  Chah,  pronouncing  the  gentleman  from 
Ohio  ont  of  order;  brt,  after  some  conlusion,  the 
committee  divided  by  tellers,  and  the  decision  was 
ftffirmed-^yes  103,  noes  31. 

Mr.  ADAMJS  said  that,  as  this  decision  imposed 
a  new  principle,  he  wished  to  know  in  what  man- 
ner it  would  be  reported  to  the  House. 

The  CHAIR  replied,  that  no  report  at  all  would 
be  made  of  it. 

Mr.  REED  then  moved  that  Mr.  Giddings  have 
leave  to  proceed  in  order;  but  it  was  refused  with- 
out a  division. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  by  tellers,  on  strik- 
ing out  the  enacting  clause,  and  resuMed^-ayes  76, 
noes  56. 

So  the  enacting  clause  of  the  bill  was  stricken 
cut,  and  so  ordered  tu  be  reported. 

A  bill  to  provide  for  the  erection  of  a  new  jail 
in  the  city  of  Washington. 

A  joiut  resolution  to  fix  the  salary  of  the  phy- 
sician of  the  peniteiitiary  ia  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia, [permanently  at  |600  a  year] 

Mr.  PETRIKIN  mov«d  to  strike  out  the  enact- 
ing clause,  which  was  disagieed  to,  and  the  bill 
laid  aside. 

A  bill  for  the  suppression  of  gaming  in  the  Dis- 
trict of  Colombia. 

Mr.  PETRIKIN  complained  of  the  eitra^rdina- 
ry  power  given  in  this  bill  to  constables  t«  lay  an 


information  and  arre5i  upon  mere  suspicion,  and 
depicted  wiih  great  eariK^sinc^s  the  rfSuUs  of  pass- 
ing such  a  law. 

Mr.  JENIFER  made  a  general  explanation  of 
its  provisions. 

Mr.  PETRIKIN  again  reiterated  his  objections* 
to  the  bill,  and  moved  to  strike  out  its  enacting 
clause. 

Mr.  BOULDIN  said  that,  though  a  member  of 
the  commiit|?e  which  reported  the  bill,  it  was  no 
particaiar  favorite  of  his;  bat  as  the  people  of  the 
District  had  asked  forit,  he  had  thrown  no  obsta- 
cle in  the  way. 

Mr.  NAYLOR  said  the  bill  contained  only  such 
provisions  as  existed  in  similar  bills  in  all  well 
regulated  cities  and  mnnicipal  communities.  It 
was  high  time  that  gambling  shops  in  this  city 
were  put  down,  and  he  knew  his  colleague  to  be  as 
much  opposed  to  them  as  any  man  living. 

Mr.  PETRIKIN  was  opposed  to  gambling,  but 
he  was  more  opposed  to  tyranny,  and  he  opposed 
this  bill  because  it  put  an  irresponsible  power  in 
the  hands  of  petty  officers,  who  might  oppress  the 
honest  citizen. 

He  withdrew  his  first  motion,  and  moved  to 
strike  out  the  5th,  10th,  and  20th  sections  of  the 
bill,  but  it  was  disagreed  to,  and  the  bill  was  laid 
aside  to  be  reported. 

The  bill  to  prohibit  the  giving  or  accepting, 
within  the  District  of  Columbia,  of  a  challenge  to 
fight  a  duel,  and  for  the  punishment  thereof. 

Mr.  BOULDIN  said,  as  this  bill,  though  not 
reported  by  him  or  from  the  committee  of  which  he 
had  the  honor  to  be  chairman,  was  included 
within  the  operation  of  the  special  order  for  Dis- 
trict business,  with  his  perfect  assent,  (a  courtesy 
demanded  from  him  by  the  kindness  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Massachusetts  [Mr.  Adams]  in  yielding 
the  floor  for  District  business  last  year,)  it  might 
be  inferred  that  he  was  in  favor  of  its  passage,  and 
if  he  gave  a  silent  vote  against  it  he  might  be  mis- 
interpreted. He  wished,  therefore,  to  explain  that 
he  should  neither  vote  for  nor  resist  it,  because, 
by  the  common  law  in  force,  here  as  well  as  else- 
where, a  man  who  kills  another  in  a  duel  shall  suf- 
fer an  ignominious  deail,  and  that  was  law  enough 
for  him,  and  not  too  much,  for  it  ought  in  all  cases 
to  t>e  inflicted  where,  according  to  the  principles  of 
the  common  Ia>v,  the  party  is  guilty  of  murder. 

Mr.  ADAMS,  after  a  few  remarks,  expressed 
himself  in  favorx)f  the  bill  in  4he  form  which  it 
passed  the  Senate. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL  of  Sonth  Carolina,  moved  to 
insert  the  word  *'knowingly"  in  the  provision 
respecting  the  carrying  a  challenge;  which  was 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  JENIFER  oflered  the  following  as  an 
amendment  to  the  bill: 

Sec.  8.  ^nd  be  it  further  enacUdy  That,  if  any 
member  of  the  House  of  Representatives  so  far 
forgets  himself  a^  to  use  offensive  language  in  de- 
bate, which  shall  be  decided  to  be  personal  to  any 
member  by  a  vote  of  the  House,  the  offending 
member  shall  immediately  make  an  apology  to  the 
member  so  offended,  and  to  the  House. 

Mr.  J.  was  understood  to  be  opposed  to  the  bill, 
but  if  it  should  he  passed,  that  there  should  be  some 
/eature  that  would  restrict  gentlemen  to  decorous 
language  in  debate.  That  there  should  be  some 
responsibility  attached  to  those  who  might  be  dis- 
posed to  take  advantage  of  the  law,  and  overstep 
the  bound  of  courtesy  ani  propriety  to  which  par- 
liamentary debates  should  be  defined. 

Mr.  TOCJCEY  hoped  the  amendment  would  not 
prevail,  and  that  the  gentleman  would  see  the  pro- 
priety  of  withdrawing^  the  same,  as  it  was  one  of  a 
most  extraordinary  character.  He  considered  the 
rules  of  the  House  amply  sufficient  to  protect  the 
members  from  personal  abuse;  if  they  were  nor, 
that  the  House  had  the  power  under  the  Constitu- 
tion to  make  the  rules  suiriciently  binding  to  ef- 
fect Ihac  object. 

Mr.  ADAMS  considered  the  proposed  amend- 
ment one  of  an  extraordinary  and  unconstitutional 
character,  inasmuch  as  ii  Roes  tc  abridjie  the  free- 
dom of  speech  in  the  House  by  law.  It  would  be 
referring  to  the  judiciary  the  "power  by  law  to  de- 
cide upon  and  judge  of  the  ^ights'and  privileges  of 
this  House.    He  believed  that  it  had  the  power. 


under  the  Constitution  and  its  own  rules,  to  Rgt» 
late  the  matter  as  far  as  proper  or  necessary. 

Mr.  TILLINGHAST  was  understood  to  oppoie 
the  amendment,  because  it  would  be  iacorporatiag 
in  a  general  law  two  principles.  It  would  be  » 
striding  the  privileges  of  the  members  of  the  Hoose 
of  Representatives,  whilst  it  wonld  not  operate  open 
the  Senate.  He  conceived  the  rules  amply  soffi. 
cient;  if  not,  it  was  a  subject  properly  within  the 
province  of  either  House  to  regulata  by  such  niki 

Mr.  JENIFER  had  no  objection  that  the  amend' 
ment  should  be  made  to  operate  also  upon  theSe* 
nate.  His  object  was  to  discontinue  disorderly  oon* 
duct  here;  which,  he  thought,  might  arise  under  the 
law,  if  there  be  not  proper  restrktion  upon  the 
members. 

Mr.  TILLINGHAST  wdnld  be  Ifappy  to  see  the 
principles  adopted  in  the  rules  for  the  govemmeitt 
of  the  House;  nut  was  opposed  to  incorporating  the 
same  in  a  general  law.  He  suggested  to  the  gen- 
tleman whether  it  was  not  ont  of  place  in  this  bill; 
and  hoped  the  matter  would  be  left  to  the  Hoose, to 
be  regulated  by  its  rules;  if  not,  it  would  be  better 
to  include  both  Houses. 

Mr.  PRENTISS  of  Missiaaippi  sUted  dial  ihe 
effect  of  this  amendment  would  be  to  make  black- 
guards  of  men  who  might  never  otherwise  be  ». 
Moreover,  forced  explanations  were  degrading, 
while  voluntary,  ones  were  honorable. 

Mr.  BOULDIN  begged  his  friend  again  to  r^ 
member  that  debate  woald  block  out  the  District 
business. 

The  amendment  was  then  rejected. 

Mr.  CRABB  moved  to  strike  out  (he  words  in 
italics  in  the  following  paragraph: 

"Or  shall  knowingly  carry  or  deliver  an  looept- 
ancc  of  such  challenge  or  message,  to  fight  aM 
in  or  mUqf  the  said  District." 

Mr.  C.  insisted  that  the  {retention  of  these  words 
would  make  the  provision  unconstitutional. 

The  amendment  was  rejected,  and  the  bill  «- 
dered  to  be  reported. 

The  committee  then  rose  and  reported  the  wi- 
ous  bills  and  amendments  to  the  House.  Those 
without  amendment  were  ordered  to  a  third  reid- 
iag,  and  the  amendments  to  the  others  conevrei 
in,  eicept  the  following: 

The  anti-duelling  bill  being  taken  up, 

Mr.  CRABB  moved  to  recommit  the^  bill  to  die 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  with  instructions  to  re- 
port whether  any  provision  in  the  first  be  uncooHi- 
tutional. 

After  some  further  discussion, 
.    Mr.  BOULDIN  begged  to   remind  gentlena 
that  while  they  were  talking  about  duelling,  tky 
were  murdering  the  businass  of  the  District. 

Mr.  CRABB  withdrew  his  instructions,  and 

Mr.  CAMPBELL  of  Sooth  Carolina  moved, 
others,  in  effect,  to  instruct  the  committee  to  » 
port  a  bill  on  the  subject  of  duelling;  conformtbh 
to  the  laws  of  Virginia  and  Maryland,  to  opeitli 
in  those  portions  of  the  District  heretofore  wiihif 
those  States.  ' 

Mr.  HAYNES  remarked  that  that  was  the  tv0»* 
ing  law. 

Mr.  CRABB  preferred  his  own,  and  renevM 
them. 

Mr.  BOULDIN  demanded  the  previous  qnc^ 
tion,  which  was  carried;  and  the  question  bein^ot 
the  main  question,  viz:  the  ordering  the  bill  1^4 
third  reading,  ^ 

Mr.  STANLY  moved  to  lay  it  on  the  taM 
lost  without  a  division. 

Mr.  JACKSON  of  New  York  demanded 
yeas  and  nays  on  ordering  the  bill  to  a  third 
ing,  which  were  ordered,   and   were — yeas  l\ 
nays  22- 

And  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  read  a  third 
to-day. 

Mr.  BRONSON  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote] 
which  the  bill  was  ordered  to  a  third  reading, 
bbjeci  was  to  give  gentlemen  who  desired  it  an 
poriunity  of  at  least  one  day's  examination. 

After  9ome    remarks  frem   Mcaars. 
WOOD,  PRENTISS  of  Mississippi.  SERGl 
ROBERTSON  and  BOULDIN,  the  last  gcni 
moved  the  previous  question,  which  was  eai 
and  on  the  question  of  reeonaid^ation — 
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Bfr.  TAYLOR  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays; 
vhich,  being  ordered,  were  yeas  45,  nays  99. 

Bo  the  House  refused  to  reconsider. 

tbe  lull  to  prevent  gambling  in  the  District  of 
Cotambia,  was  taken  up,  and  informally  passed 
ofier. 

AUtbe  bills  ordered  to  a  third  reading,  were 
ftenpoM^  except  the  joint  resolution  to  fix  the 
ailary  of  the  physician  to  the  penitentiary,  which 
inanjtded. 

Ob  the  division  on'  passing  the  antt-dnelling  bill, 
there  were,  mjen  88,  noes  19:  no  quorum. 

Hr.PETRIKIN  moved  an  adjournment. 

Mr.  ADAMS  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays,  but 
t^y  veie  lefuaed,  and  the  motion  to  adjourn  was 
Rjeeiid. 

Bfr.  LINCOLN  said  if  the  gentlemen  who  were 
looogiDg  m  the  galleries  would  come  down  and  a(- 
tead  t»  the  pnUic  bnsiness  they  could   have  a 


Mr.CRABB  moved  a  call  of  the  House:  lost— 
51  to  59,  Yet  still  no  quorum. 

The  CflAIR  counted  the  House,  and,  finding  do 
qioram  (only  115)  was  present, 

k  motion  was  made  to  adjourn  and  rejected, 
sal  a  call  of  the  House  had  been  ordered,  and  was 
ptocNdinir  when  our  last  adrices  were  received 
ffom  the  (!apitol,  at  6  o'clock. 

Mr.  MURRAY  moved  that  the  House  adjourn; 
whidi  il  refused  to  do  by  a  vote  of  52  for,  to  57 
af^ostit 

The  Clerk  having  proceeded  to  call  over  the  ab- 

BCr.  MASON  of  Ohio  moved  an  adjournment: 
lut-^yes  53,  noes  59. 
Hie  call  proceeded. 

Ataotees  were  called,  when  it  appeared  that  128 
aciabefs  were  present. 

IV  dx>f3  of  the  Hall  were  now  closed,  and  lights 
blOiigbt  into  the  HalL 
ICr.  LOOMIS  moved  to  suspend  the  cali:  lost. 
Mr.  RIVES  of  Virginia  moved  to  adjourn. 
Tht  yeas  and  nays  were  called  for  and- ordered. 
Mr.  DROMGOOLE  inquired  of  the  Chair  what 
VMrid  be  the  consequence  if  the  Hou&e  should  vote 
Id  adjourn  while  the  doois  were  closed. 

The  CHAIR.    **The  doors    will  be  opened.** 
(Alaog^) 
The  motion  to  adjourn  was  withdrawn. 
Mr.  WORD  renewed  it;  but,  on  a  new  demand 
fe  the  yeas  and  nays,  withdrew  the  motion. 

.The  call  proceeded,  and  excuses  were  received 
ArabseniMs. 
Mr.  RBNCHER  moved  to  adjourn. 
Ue  yeas  and  nays  were  demanded,  (the  roar  was 
KooliMiay  and  the  confusion  too  great,  to  tell  by 
vhova,)  and  orcfered  by  the  House;  and,  being  ta- 
ns, ptood*«yeas  43,  nays  76. 
fib  Ihe  House  refused  to  adjourn. 
Mr.  BRIQGS  sUted  that  a  number  of  the  mem- 
hfora  were  outside  the  doors,  and  moved  that  they 
■ftve  liberty  lo  come  in:  negatived. 
Tbe  CHAIR  now  read  the  58th  rule  of  order, 
leqaires  that  absentees  not  excns^  shall  be 
into  custody  by  the  Sergeant-at-Arms,  and 
_  1  to  the  House. 
AH  the  question  being  on  carrying  this  ruje  into 
pIKatloff^ 

1^.  BSLL  said  this  was,  at  all  times,  a  very 
mmtk  proceeding;  and  as  the  bill,  he  presumed, 
WomlA  come  up  in  order  after  the  morning  hour 
^u>»iow9  unless  the  House  should  order  other- 
l^0i  be  hoped  it  would  not  be  insisted  on.  He 
^Ipid.   to  suspend  all  further  proceedings  in  the 
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question  was  taken  by  tellers,  and  decided 

llfar  Otf^ative:  ayes  49,  noes  61. 
TW  Sergeant-a>Arms  was  ordered  by  the  CBiiR 
llmcDte  the  rule. 

PARR18  moved  la  adjourn, 
r.   ADAMS  demanded  the  yeas  and   nays; 
^j  freraocdered^  and  resulted  as  follows— yeas 
tmf*  ^. 


So  the  House  again  refused  (o  adjourn. 

The  CHAIR,  after  some  time,  reported  that  the 
Sergeant-at-Arms  had  taken  eleven  memben  into 
custody. 

Mr.  C.  H.  WILLIABAS  moved  to  suspend  the 
call.    Lost:  Ayes  33,  noes  not  eounted. 

The  following  members  were  now,  in  succes- 
sion, brought  before  the  Chair  by  the  Sergeant-at- 
Arms,  viz: 

Messrs.  Qrat,  Graves,  SAwrca,  Titrwbt, 
Banks,  Birosall,  Kkmneov,  Jcnipxr,  Harper, 
Orbkkell,  Montoomert, Marvin,  and  Harrison. 

The  CHAIR  inquired  of  each  what  excuse  he 
had  to  render  in  extenuation  of  his  offence,  in  ab- 
senting himself  from  the  business  of  the  Hoose 
without  leave. 

Various  excuses  were  given,  some  of  which  pr^ 
duced  much  merriment. 

Mr.  JENIFER  said'  his  censtituents  had  agreed 
to  pay  him  a  per  diem  for  his  attendance  here,  but 
not  a  pn  noefem,  and  he  was  not  going  to  attend  in 
the  night. 

Most  said  they  had  goue  to  dinner.  Some  re- 
fused to  give  any  excuse. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BRIQGS,  however,  they  were 
all  permitted  to  take  their  seats  without  paying  the 
fine  imposed  by  the  rule. 

The  question  was  now  put  on  the  passage  of  the 
bill,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative-— yeas  110, 
nays  18,  as  follows: 

Y£AS»Mrssrs.  Adams,  Alexander,  H^man 
Allen,  John  W.  Allen,  Andrews,  Aycrigg,  Banks, 
Beatiy,  Beers,  Beirne,  Bell,  Bicknell,  Birdsall, 
Bond,  Borden,  Briggs,  Brodhead,  Bronson,  Wm. 
B.  Calhoun,  John  Campbell,  Ca.sey,  Cheatham, 
Clark,  Clowney,  Corwin,  Cranston,  Cushman, 
Davee,  Davies,  Deb«rry,  Dunn,  Everett,  Richard 
Fletcher,  Fillmore,  Fry,  Gallup,  James  Garland, 
Qiddings,  Goode,  Wilbam  Graham,  Grantland, 
Grant,  Gray,  GtenneU,  Haley,  Hall,  Halsted, 
Harper,  HasUngs,  Hawes,  Henry,  Herod,  Holt, 
Ingham,  Thomas  B.  Jackson,  Jabez  Jackson,  Jos. 
Johnson,  Nathaniel  Jones,  Keim,  Kennedy,  Lead- 
better,  Lincoln,.  Logan,  Loomis,  Marvin,  Samson 
Mason,  Maxwell,  McKay,  Robert  McClellan, 
Abraham  McClellan,  McKennan,  Mercer,  Morgan, 
Nay  lor,  Noble,  Parker,  Parroenter,  Paynter,  Peck, 
Phelps,  Potis,  Pratt,  John  H.  Prentiss,  Putnam, 
Randolph,  Reed,  Reily,  Rencher,  Ridgway,  Ed- 
ward Robinson,  Riixsell,  Seigeant,  Sheffer,  Sheplor, 
Slade,  Spencer,  Stuart,  Stratton,  Taliaferro,  Tay- 
lor, Tillinghast,  Titus,  Toland,  Toucey,  Webster, 
Whittlesey,  Lewis  Williams,  Jared  W.  Williams, 
Worthingion,  and  Yorke— 110. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Bouldin,  John  Calhoon,  Wm. 
B.  Campbell,  Chambers,  Coles,  Dromgoole,  Ha- 
mer,  jFlarrison,  Hawkins,  Howard,  Montgomery, 
Petrikiu,  Sergeant  S.  Prentiss,  Rariden,  Sawyer, 
Thomas,  Turney,  and  Word— 18. 

So  the  hill  was  passed. 

The  House  then,  a  little  before  eight  o'clock, 
adjourned. 

IN  SENATE, 
Thursdav,  February  14,  1839. 

Mr.  HUBBARD  asked  the  unanimous  consent 
of  the  Senate  for  leave  (e  introduce  a  bill  for  the 
settlement  of  the  claims  of  the  State  of  New 
Hampshire  against  the  United  States;  which  was 
granted,  and  the  bill  was  read  a  first  and  second 
time,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs. 

Mr.  BENTON  also  asked  the  unanimous  cdu^ 
sent  of  the  Senate  to  introduce  a  bill  to  authorize 
payment  to  the  Missouri  volunteers,  whose  horses 
were  lost  on  their  voyage  to  Tampa  Bay;  which 
was  agreed  to,  and  the  bill  was  read  a  first  and 
second  time,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Military  Affairs. 

Mr.  ROBINSON  presented  a  petition  of  citizens 
of  Knox  county,  lUlTois,  praying  for  a  post  route; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  en  the  Post 
OflSce  and  Post  Roads. 

Mr.  WRIGHT,  from  the  Committee  on  Finance, 


to  which  had  been  referred  the  bill  repealing  the 
duty  on  salt,  and  the  abolition  of  the  fishing  boun- 
ties, reported  the  s^me  without  amendment,  and 
the  report  was  ordered  jo  be  printed. 

Mr.  W.  asked  to  be  discharged  firom  the  further 
coosideration  of  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the 
31st  ult.  as  it  was  considered  in  the  above  report; 
Which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  W.  from  the  same  committee,  to  which  was 
referred  an  act  making  appropriations  for  the  sup- 
port of  the  army  for  the  year  1839,  reported  the 
same  without  amendmeiit;  and  gave  notice  that 
he  should  ask  its  consideration  on  Monday  next. 

Mr.  W.  from  the  same  committee,  to  which  was 
referred  the  memorial  of  D.  Raymond  and  G. 
Friend,  praying  a  revision  and  modification  pf  the 
tariff,  asked  to  be  discharged  from  the  further  con- 
siaeraiion  thereoi;  wnichr  was  agreed  to. 

Mr-  W  from  the  same  committee,  to  which  was 
referred  tne  acr;  c  r*n«al  the  proviso  of  the  second 
section  of  the  act  of 'Marcn  «,,  1837,  authorizing 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  compromise  the 
claims  of  the  United  States  against  certain  banks, 
reported  the  same  without  amendment,  and  asked 
the  Senate  to  consider  it  at  the  present  lime,  which 
was  agreed  to ;  and  after  some  explanatory  re- . 
marks  from  Mr.  W.  it  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed, 
and  then  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  KNIGHT,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Post 
Office  and  Post  Roads,  to  which  was  referred  an 
act  for  the  relief  of  Jamison  and  Williamson,  re- 
ported the  same  without  amendment. 

Mr.  MORRIS,  from  the  Committee  on  Pension^ 
to  which  was  referred 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Sarah  Windham; 

An  act  granting  a  pension  to  Susannah  Rowe; 
and 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Dennis  Trammell; 

Reported  the  same  without  amendment. 

Mr.  M.  also,  from  the  same  committee,  to  which 
was  referred 

Ati  act  for  the  relief  of  Solomon  Prewett;  and 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Samuel  Edgecomb; 

Reported  the  same  without  amendment,  and 
with  a  recommendation  that  they  do  not  pa^t. 

Mr.  BENTON,  from  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs,  to  which  was  referred 

A  bill  for  the  settlement  of  the  claims  of  the 
State  of  New  Hampshire  against  the  United  States; 
and 

A  bill  to  authorize  payment  to  be  made  to  the 
Missouri  volunteers,  whose  horses  were  lost  on 
their  voyage  to  Tampa  Bay; 

Reported  the  same  without  amendment. 

Mr.  NICHOLAS  presented  a  communication 
from  L.  J.  McCormick,  on  the  subject  of  an  im- 
provement in  the  steam  hoiler;  which  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Commerce  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

Mr.  N.  also,  from  the  Committee  on  Indian  Af- 
fairs, to  which  was  referred  the  memorial  of  John 
McCartney,  reported  a  bill  for  his  relief;  which 
was  read  and  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  KING,  from  the  Committee  on  Commerce, 
ti  which  was  referred  an  act  for  the  relief  of  Hr« 
man  Harrih,  reported  the  same  without  amendment. 

Mr.  SEVIER,  from  the  Committee  on  Indian 
Affairs,  to  which  was  referred  the  petition  of 
Thomas  Stewart,  asked  to  be  discharged  from  the 
further  consideration  thereof;  which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  NICHOLAS,  from  the  Committee  on  In- 
dian Affairs,  to  which  was  referred  the  papers  in 
relation  to  the  claims  of  James  Erwin,  asked  to  be 
discharged  from  the  further  consideration  thereof; 
which  was  agreed  to. 

The  PRESIDENT  submitted  a  communication 
from  the  President  of  the  United  States,  in  compli* 
ance  with  a  resolution  of  the  Senate,  in  relation  te 
the  seizure  and  detention  of  the  brigs  Enterprise, 
Encomium  and  Comet;  which  was  laid  on  the  table, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  joint  resolution  authorizing  certain  certlfi- 
cates  of  deposits  to  be  cancelled  and  others  issued 
in  lien  thereof,  was  read^  a  third  time,  and  passed. 
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The  bill  for  Ihc  relief  of  Joseph  Bassttt,  wirh  an 
jimetidineDl; 

Tne  bill  to  fix  (he  compeQsatioD  of  the  senior 
clerk  enipioyed  in  the  Adjataat  and  Inspector  Ge- 
neral's office  J 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  Nantucket  Steam- 
boat Company; 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  certain  setilcre  on  the 
public  lands,  who  were  deprived  of  the  benefits  of 
Ww  act  granting  pre-emption  tights,  which  was  ap- 
j/rovf  d  on  the  19ih  June,  1834; 

The  bill  aaihonzing  the  relinquishment  of  the 
16th  sections  granted  for  the  use  of  schools,  and 
the  entry  of  other  lands  in  lieu  (hereof; 

The  bill  to  autnorize  Peter  Warner,  of  Indiana, 
to  parcbase  a  certain  half  section  of  land; 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Asa  Armington  and 
others; 
The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Elisba  Eldridge;  and 
The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  Agnes 
Dondas; 

Were  severally  considered  as  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed. 

The  bill  for  the  benefit  of  the  clerks  in  the  office 

of  the  Second  Auditor  of  the  Treasury,  was  taken 

up,  and,  on  motion,  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  bill   to  prevent  the  interference  of  certain 

Federal  officers  in  elections,  was  taken  up;  and 

Mr.    BUCHANAN  addressed  the  Senate    for 
three  hours  and  a  half  in  opposition  to  the  bill, -and , 
in  reply  to  the  remarks  of  Messrs.  Crittenden  and 
KrvEs. 

Mr.  PRESTON  intimating  his  intention  of  ad- 
dressing the  Senaie  on  the  subject,  the  bill  wa^  in- 
formally passed  over. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  WRIGHT,  the  bill  mere  ef- 
fectually to  secure  the  public  money  in  the  hands 
of  officer's  and  agents  of  the  Grovernment,  and  to 
punish  defaulters,  was  taken  up,  as  in  Committee 
of  the  Whole,  and  several  amendments  having 
been  ofTeted  by  the  Committee  on  Finance, 

Mr.  WEBSTER  said  he'  was  not  prepared  to 
vote  for  these  amendments,  and  wished  a  little  tim^ 
to  consider  them. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  said  that  the-  bill  had  been  be- 
fore the  Senate  a  considerable  time,  and  he  had 
respectfully  invited  the  attention  of  Senators  here- 
tofore to  the  subject.  It  was  well  known  to  every 
Senator  that  it  was  necessaiy  to  act  promptly  on 
the  bill  in  this  body  if  they  wished  to  secure  its 
passage  the  present  sesition.  Mr.  W.  then  ex- 
plained the  several  amendments  that  bad  been  sub- 
mitted. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  said,  that  from  his  present  im- 
pressions, he  could  not  say  (hat  there  was  much  in 
this  bill  that  he  would  oppose,  as  its  tendency  was 
to  increase  the  just  responsibility  of  public  officers; 
but  there  were  tsome  novel  provisions  in  it  that  he 
was  not  prepared,  without  further  consideration,  to 
sanction.  Mr.  W.  here  commented  on  a  principle 
embraced  in  one  of  the  amendments. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  »aid  that  it  had  been  a  subject  of 
much  complaint,  that,  by  the  present  system,  offi- 
cers coald  retain  funds  in  their  hands,  and  at  the 
settlement  of  their  accounts,  if  their  claims  were 
not  admitted,  they  would  defy  the  power  of  the 
Government,  and  would  stand  suit,  where  their 
claims  were  almost  inyariably  allowed.  The  in- 
tention of  the  committee,  by  the  amendment,  was 
to  prevent  courts  entertaining  a  claim  for  compen- 
slition  for  any  services  that  was  not  provided  for 
by  law. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  was  opposel  to  the  system  of 
counter  claims  alluded  to  by  Mr.  Wriort,  but 
thought  that  the  bill  gave  too  much  power  to  the 
accounting  officers,  and  he  thought  it  ought  to  be 
somewhat  more  limited.  -He  said  that  if  the  com- 
mittee had  offered  all  their  intended  amendments, 
he  would  wi&h  ihey  should  be  printed,  and  further 
action  on  them  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  said  there-  was  another  amend- 
ment which  authorized  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury to  employ  a  limited  number  of  clerks  to  ena- 
ble him  to  carry  out  the  requirements  of  the  bill, 
a^d  said  that  the  committee  had  submitted  all  the 
amendments  which  they  contemplated  offering. 

Mr.  RIVES  then  rose,  and  submitted  a  substitute 
for  the  whole  bill,  which  was  read.  [The  substitute 
provides  for  the  deposite  of  the  revenaes  and  the 


securities  of  the  Government  in  banks  ]  Mr.  R. 
said  that  he  was  aware  that  his  substitute  was  very 
imperfect,  as  he  had  drawn  it  up  hastily  last  night, 
after  having  for  the  first  time  perused  the  bill 
brought  in  by  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  thought  the  course  of  the  Sena- 
tor fiom  Virginia  a  very  strange  one.  The  bill  had 
been  introduced  on  the  3d  of  January,  and  had  been 
reported  by  the  Committee  on  Finance  on  the  8th 
of  February,  and  yet  gentlemen  complain  that  they 
have  had  nc  time  to  examine  its  provisions.  It 
was  evident  that  this  amendment,  from  its  extent, 
could  not  be  ready  for  examination  by  to-morrow. 
He  would,  therefore,  give  the  Senate  notice  that  he 
would  ask  for  the  consideration  ot  the  bill  on  Mon- 
day next. 

Mr.  RIVES  thought  that  the  amendment  would 
be  printed,  and  placed  before  them  in  the  morning; 
but  he  was  not  dispo&ed  to  hurry  the  matter.  He 
said  he  might  be  considered  guilty  of  a  construc- 
tive charge  of  inattention  and  neglect  on  this  sub- 
ject, and,  he  would  confess,  with  some  reason.  But 
he  had  been  so  much  empl  jyed  by  other  matters  of 
importance  recently,  that  he  had  no  time  to  look 
into  it  before  last  night,  when  he  hastily  drew  up 
his  substitute. 

The  substitute  was  then  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Various  bilU  from  the  House  of  Representatives, 
on  subjects  connected  with  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia, were  referred  to  the  appropriate  committee. 

After  a  short  Executive  session, 

The  Senate  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES, 
Thursday,  February  14, 1839. 

The  first  business  in  or^er  being  the  report  of  the 
Select  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands,  and  Mr. 
RoBCBTsoN  being  entitled  to  the  floor, 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  asked  that  gentleman  to 
give  way  to  allow  him  to  present  and  lay  on  the 
table  a  memorial  of  great  importance. 

Mr.  ROBERTSON  refused. 

Mr.  CLARK  made  a  similar  request  to  Mr. 
R.  to  enable  him  to  lay  on  the  table  a  substitute 
for  the  Independent  Treasury  bill. 

Mr.  ROBERTSON  assented. 

Mr  C's.  proposition  was  then  laid  on  the  table, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  again  urged  his  request 
(0  Mr.  Robertson.  Several  members  asking  the 
nature  of  the  memorial,  Mr  C.  stated  that  it  was 
from  the  collector  of  New  York,  complaining  of 
the  proceedings  of  the  select  committee  on  defsdca- 
tions. 

PUBLIC  LANDS. 

The  unfinished  business  of  the  morning  was  then 
resumed,  being  the  following  resolutions  heretofore 
reported  by  Mr.  W.  C.  Johnson,  from .  the  Se- 
lect Committee  on  the  Public  Lands: 

Resohedf  That  the  committee  report  to  the  House, 
and  ask  leave  to  be  discharged  from  the  further 
consideration  of  the  subject  matters  referred  to 
them,  and  that  the  journal  of  the  committee  be  re- 
ported and  published. 

Reaohed/furtheTf  That  the  committee  deem  it  in- 
expedient to  take  further  steps  on  the  subject  ol  the 
public  lands  this  session. 

Tlie  pendins:  qaestion  being  on  the  amendment 
of  Mr.  Robertson  to  strike  out  all  after  (be  word 
"resolved,"  and  insert  in  lieu  thereof  a  proposition 
for  the  semi-annual  distribution  of  the  proceeds  of 
the  sales  of  the  public  lands  among  the  several 
States  of  the  Unfon,  in  the  ratio  of  their  Federal 
numbers, 

Mr<  ROBERTSON  resumed,  and  again  occupied 
the  floor  till  the  expiration  of  the  hour. 

.  COMMITTEE  ON  DEFALCATIONS. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  then  renewed  his  request 
to  the  House  to  be  permitted  to  present  the  memo- 
rial he  had  before  referred  to. 

(Cries  of  no !  no  1) 

Then,  (said  Mr.  C.)  I  must  move  a  suspension 
of  the  rules,  for  it  is  a  matter  involving  great  in* 
justice  to  the  collector  of  New  York,  and  I  ask 
for  the  yeas  and  najrs;  which  were  ordered. 

Mr.  MENEFEB  asked  what  the  memorial 
was. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  said  be  would  explain  if 


the  House  would  allow  him  to  do  so.    (Cries  of 

no!  no!) 
Mr.  SIBLEY  intimated  that  he  should  ptefer  to 

have  it  read,  as  he  wanted  to  know  upon  whit  ke 

would  be  voting.     - 
Mr.  CAMBRELENG  sa^d,  with  the  consent  of 

the  House,  he  would  make  a  brief  statement  of  lis 

contents. 

(Renewed  cries  of  no !  no!)  | 

Mr.  GRANT  moved  a  suspension  of  the  ruki, 

that  Mr.  C.  have  leave  to  make  the  statement;  bot, 

being  included  in  the  motion  already  made,  he  did 

not  press  this. 
Mr.  MENEFEE  desired  to  know  whether  ihii 

be  a  memorial  from  the  collector  of  the  port  of  Nev 

York  protesting  against  the  action  of  a  conunitiee 

of  this  House. 
Mr.    CAMBRELENG.     Not   protesting,  bm 

merely  stating  his  own  case,  aiid  asking  the  House 

to  take  measures  to  prosecute  the  inquiry  in  reli- 

tion  to  a  witness. 
Mr.  MENEFEE.  That  is  to  say  Mr.  Speaker— 

(Mr.  M*s  voice  was  completely  drowned  hj  (he 

loud  cries  of  order,  and  (he  Reporter  heard  do  more 

if  he  said  it.) 

Mr.  CHAMBERS  expressed  a  hope  that  the  op- 
position to  presenting  this  memorial  would  be  vitb- 
drawn. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and  the  icsalt 
was— yeas  124,  nays  73,  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Adams,  John  W.  Allen,  An-     i 
dersoR,  Andrews,  Atherton,  Banks,  Beatty,  Bdnie,     { 
Bicknell,    Birdsall,    Borden,  Bonldin,  Brodbfsd,     i 
Bronson,  Buchanan,  William  B.  Calhoun,  Cain- 
breleng,  John  Campbell,  Carter,  Casey,  CSiao- 
hers,  Chapman,  Clowney,  Coles,  Connor,  Crsig, 
Crary,  Cushman,  Davee,   Dc  Graff,  Dromgoole, 
Duncan,    Dunn,    Elmore,  Farrington,   Fillmoie, 
Fry,    Gallup,  James   Garland,   James  Graham, 
William  Graham,  Grantland,  Grant,  Gray,  Gra- 
nell.  Griffin,  Haley,  Hammond,  Harrison,  Ha^ 
per,  Hawkins,  Haynes,  Herod,  Hoffman,  Holiej, 
Holt,  Robert  M.  T.  Hunter,  Ingham,  Thomas  B. 
Jackson,  Jabez  Jackson,  Henry  Johnson,  Jtxx^ 
Johnson,  Nathaniel^Jones,  Keim,  Kerable,  Kenne* 
dy,  Klingensmiih,  Lewis,  Logan,  Loomis,  Lyoa,    , 
Marvin,    Martin,    McKay,     Robert    McCleltea 
Abraham  McClellan,  McClure,  Milligan,  Mills'    ; 
Montgomery,  Moore,  Morgan,  Samnel  W.  Mor* 
ris,  Murray,  Noble,  Palmer,  Parker,  ParmcnteT 
Parris,  Paynter,  Pennybackcr,  Petrikin,  Pickens,* 
Plumcr,  Potts    Pratt,  John  H.  Prentiss,  Beily, 
Richardson,  Rives,  John  Robertson,  Sawyer,  Sbef- 
fer,  Charles  Shepard,  Sheplor,  Slade,  Soutbgaie, 
Spencer,  Stuart,  Swearingen,  Taliaferro,  Tiylor, 
Thomas,  Titus,  Toucey,  Towns,  Tnmey,  V^ 
Vandervcer,    Webster,    Weeks,  Jared  W.  WB-. 
liams,  Worthington,  and  Yell — 124. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Alexander,  Reman  Allen,  Ay- 
crigg.  Bell,  Bond,tBrigg8,  John  Calhoon,  Cheatbaa, 
Childs,  Clark,  Crabb,  Cranston,  Crockett,  Ca^iDfi 
Darlington,  Davies,  Deberry,  Dennis,  Evans,  Ete- . 
rett,    Ewing,    Rice  Garland,    Oiddings,    Goode, 
Graves,  Halsted,  Hastings,  Hawes,  Henry,  Ui-^ 
coin,  Mallory,  Samson  Mason,  Maory,  May, Mix- 
well,  Menefee,  Mercer,  Mitchell,  Calvary  Mon^ 
Nay  lor,  Noye»,  Ogle,  Pearce,    Peck,  Sergeant  8..; 
'Prentiss,  Putnam,  Rariden,  Randolph,  Reed,  Rc^^ 
Cher,  Ridgway,  Edward  Robinson,  Russell,  Sik*i 
tonstall,  Sergeant,  Augustine  H.  Shepperd,  ShieM^  ; 
Sibley,  St&nly,  Stone.  Stratton,  Tillingbast,  To-, 
land,  Underwood,  Albert  S.   White,  John  Whij^; 
Lewis  Williams,  Sherrod  Williams,    Joseph  u! 
Williams,  Christopher  H.  Williams,  Word,  ami 
Yorke— 73.  ! 

So  the  rules  were  not  suspended,  two-thirds  bM 
voting  therefor.  i 

COMMODORE  ELLIOTT. 
The  SPEAKER  laid  before  the  Houn  i| 
communication  from  the  Secretary  of  the  N^ 
vy,  in  compliance  with  a  resolation  of  the  Housed 
Representatives  of  the  1st  instant,  transmitting  ov 
pies  of  certain  charges  preferred  against  Comnrft 
dore  Jesse  D.  Elliott,  by  passed  midshipmH 
Charles  C.  Barton,  and  all  cooimttnicatlons  in  rdi 
lion  to  said  charges. 

Mr.  NAYLOR  said  it  was  his  wish  M 
this  communication  should  be  referred  to  a  itM 
committee,  and    be    mada    that    nMtioa.  'S 
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m 


had  no  desire  to  consume  the  time  of  the  Hoase, 
bai  thought  that  the  interest  and  honor  of  ihe  navy 
and  the  country  required  that  this  communication 
dionld  have  that  reference.    There  are  complaints 
from  all  the  officers  who  were  in  the  Mediterrnnean, 
whilst  he  had  command  of  that  squadron,  ef  his  un- 
just and  uaofficerlike  conduct.     He  said  that  there 
was  not  a  vice  degrading  to  humanity  that  Elliott 
had  not  practised  and  been  guilty  of  whilst  he  was 
in  command  on  that  sea.    No  vice  to  which  a  man 
can  he  addicted,  but  what  has  been  charged  against 
him  on  the  files  of  the  Department.  Mr.  N.  thea  cited 
an  article  published  in  the  United  States  Ghtzette, 
in  whtch  Commodore  Elliott  was  puffing  himself. 
He  demanded  why  he  did  not  come  forward  like 
an  honorable  and  hi;;hminded  man,  and  demand 
an  investigation  of  the  charges  that  have  been  aU 
Jegod  against  him.  .  He  feared  the  fesnlt.     The 
CoBstitution  (said  l^r.  N.)  was  almost  cleared  of 
its  galUnt  tars  to  give  place  to  jackasses,  hogs, 
and  eows,  which  were  stowed  away  in  every  part 
of  the  vessel  that  was  not  already  occupied  with 
hay  to  feed  these  animals  upon.      Mr.  N.  also 
ehaiged  him  with  purchasing  in  ioreign  countries, 
and  stowing  wmes  and  brandies  in  the  public  ves- 
sels, and  was  guilty  of  **huxtering"  the  same  to  a 
profit  la  this  country.     Charges  of  this  grave  na- 
ture, he  contended,  should  be  fully,  investigated; 
and  the  Department  have  concluded  to  rely  upon 
cCoogres  to  make  a  propor  disposition  of  those 
hem.     sHe  then  referred  to  the  case  of  Midship- 
man Barton,  and  the  cruel  conduct  of  the  Commo- 
dore in  reference  to  that  transaction.      When  that 
officer  was  wounded  in  a  duel,  he  was  carried  on 
board  the  Constitution  to  have  his  wound  dressed; 
and  when  the  Surgeon  was  in  the  act  of  taking  the 
fraetored  bones  from  the  bleeding  wound,  the  Com- 
modore came  on  board,  and  peremptorily  demand- 
ed the  wounded  man  should  be  removed  from  the 
Teasel;  and  notwithstanding  the  interference  of  the 
Surgeon  and  others  to  pursuade  him  from  it,  it  was 
no  avail.  That  officer,  writhing  with  pain,  and  al- 
most in  the  ag:onifts  of  death,  was  conveyed  ashore, 
and   leffc  in   the  hands  of  foreigners,    by  whose 
geBert>8it7   and   kind    feelings     he     was    taken 
care     of,    and    finally    carried  to    England   on 
board  another  vessel.    The  Commodore  has  dis- 
graced the  navy,  and  has  thrown  every  thing  in  the 
way  of  a  trial.    Now  let  us  see  whether  a  court  of 
jDqairy  shall  be  instituted.    He  theii  referred  to 
the  transaciion  between  him  and  Lieutenant  Haa- 
ter,  and   denounced  his  cohduct  in  relation  thereto. 
He  ati'iialatcd  duels.     Nothing  pleased  him  better 
than  to  see  his  officers  fight  duels,  yet  took  good 
caxe  that  he  was  not  involved.    The  President  of 
the  United  States  and  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy 
hare  indicated  a  wish  for  an  investigation,  and  the 
country  demands  it.  ' 

Mr.  CcCLURE  addressed  the  House  at  much 
lei^Cth  in  refu ration  of  many  of  the  charges  against 
Commodore  Elliott.  He  said  he  seconded  the  mo- 
tion of  bis  colleague  with  cheerfulness,  and  hoped 
it  won  Id  prevail.  An  impartial  report  on  these  nu- 
merous allegations  would  be  satisfactory  not  only 
to  the  members  of  that  House,  but  to  the  commu- 
nity ^eoeially  throughout  the  United  States.  He 
conliaily  seconded, the  motion  for  investigation; 
and  he  hoped  it  would  be  a  tr.orough  one,  and  that 
snch  a  report  shoold  be  made  as  ought  to  come 
from  a  committee  of  that  House,  embodying  full, 
clear,  distinct,  and  thorough  developments  of  the 
facts  in  relation  to  the  charges  brought  asain^t  this 
officer.  ThU  was  due  to  the  character  of  the  navy 
as  well  as  to  the  man,  and  the  more  so  to  the  latter, 
because  all  the  authentic  information  they  had  was 
t»  p^rUt  made  out  upon  calls  for  information  from 
Ihe  Nary  Department,  so  ingeniously  drafted  that 
Dnly  one  side  was  asked  for,  and  not  a  word  of  the 
Kher.  Mr.  McC.  did  not  appear  there  as  the  parti- 
nlar  friend  of  Commodore  Elliott,  for  he  cared  not 
I  he  did  not  know  him;  but  he  did  know  him,  and, 
lo  far  as  he  did,  he  knew  him  to  be  a  high  minded 
lad  himorable  man.  Moreover,  he  had  certainly 
lone  some  serv  ce  to  the  public;  and  Mr.  McC.  re- 
mned  to  bis  gallantly  during  the  late  war,  citing 
he  record  of  his  deeds.  Mr*.  McC.  thought  he  might 
te  eonsidered  to  be  too  great  a  disciplinarian,  espe- 
^dkf  in  tliese  lax  and  loose  times,  when  every 
petty  x>fficer  considered  himself  on  an  equality  with 


his  superior.  After  going  into  a  full  and  explicit 
examinaiioh  cf  many  of  the  allegations  r.gainst 
Commodore  Elliott,  Mr.  McC.  concluded  i)y  ex- 
pre>«ing  an  earnest  hope  that  the  House  would  or- 
4er  the  investigation  without  delay. 

Mr.  PAENTISS  of  Mississippi  followed,  and 
commented  with  great  severity  upon  the  conduct  of 
Commodore  Elliott. 

Mr.  CRaRY  moved  the  reference  of  the  com- 
munication to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

Mr.  PICKENS  spoke  for  some  time,  with  great 
severity,  on  the  conduct  of  Com.  Elliott. 

Mr.  NAYLOR  then  modified  his  motion  as  fol- 
lows: 

Reaolvedf  That  the  report  be  printed,  and  that  a 
select  committee  of  — —  be  appointed  te  inquire 
into  the  official  conduct  of  Capt.  Jesse  D.  Elliott, 
of  the  United  States  navy,  while  ip  command  of 
the  squadron  in  the  Mediterranean,  in  the  years 
1837  and  1838,  and  particuiarfy  into  the  allega- 
tions of  tyranny  and  oppression  .towards  the  offi- 
cers under  his  command;  and  that  the  said  com- 
mittee have  power  to  send  for  persons  and  papers, 
and  have  leave  of  absence  from  the  service  of  the 
House  while  engaged  in  the  inquiries  committed  to 
them  by  this  resolution. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  drew  the  attention  of  the 
House  to  the  condition  of  the  public  business,  and 
the  short  time  left  to  act  upon  it,  and  h^  appealed 
to  the  gentleman  from  Michigan  to  withdraw  his 
motion,  and  let  the  subject  take  the  reference  pro- 
posed by  Mr.  Natlor,  which  Mr.  C.  felt  assured 
would  meet  with  an  assent  from  all  quarters  of  the 
House. 

Mr.  CRARY  withdrew  his  motion. 

Mr.  OAMBRELENG  then  demanded  the  pre- 
vious question,  which  was  seconded — ayes  63,  noes 
59,  and  carried. 

So  the  communication  was  referred  to  a  selt  ct 
committee,  which  was  ordered  te  consist  of  seven 
members. 

The  SPEAKER  laid  before  the  House  a  com- 
munication from  ihe  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
transmitting  a  tabular  statement  prepared  by  the 
Register  of  the  Treasury,  in  obedience  to  a  resolu- 
tion of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  11th 
instant,  giving  information  of  the  annual  value  of 
imports,  and  payments  into  the  Treasury  on  ac- 
count of  them,  and  the  whole  cost  of  their  collection, 
with  the  rate  per  cent  upon  the  value  of  im- 
ports; and  also  on  the  above  named  payments  from 
1789  to  1837  inclusive,  adding  t.ie  whole  expendi-  ' 
tures  of  the  Government  for  each  year  during  the 
same  period. 

Also,  a  communication  from  the  Secretary  of 
the  Navy,  in  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  of  the  11th  instant, 
giving  information  of  what  payments  and  emolu- 
ments are  allowed  to  Lieutenant  Wilkes,  and  the 
officers  under  his  command  in  the  South  Sea  Ex- 
ploring Expedition,  and  of  the  character  of  the 
expedition. 

Mr.  HOWARD  moved  to  take  up  the  two  mes- 
sages of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  lying 
OH  the  Speaker's  table,  relating  to  the  Northeastern 
boundary  of  the  United  States;  which  motion  being 
agreed  to,  they  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Foreign  Affairs. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CAMBRELENG,  the  House 
went  into  Committee  on  the  Union,  Mr.  Banks  in 
the  chair,  and  proceeded  lo  th^  consideration  of  the 

CIVIL  AND  DIPLOMATIC  BILL, 
the  title  of  which  is  as  follows:  "A  bill  making  ap- 
propriations for  the  civil  and  diplomatic  expenses 
of  Government  fur  the  year  1839.** 

Before  the  Clerk  had  commenced  reading  the 
clauses — 

Mr.  ADAMS  moved  to  amend  the  enacting 
clause  by  inserting  the  words  in  italics:  ''Be  it  en- 
acted, Ac.  That  the  following  sums,  anwmUmg 
to  — ^— ,  be,  and  the  same  are  hereby  appropria- 
ted," Ac. 

Mr.  A.  said  the  blank  could  be  filled  up  at  the 
third  reading.  He  added  that  it  was  his  intention 
to  make  the  same  motion  on  all  the  general  appro- 
priation bills,  as  it  would  greatly  facilitate  the  as- 
certaining the  gross  amount  of  appropriations  made 
each  session  of  Congress. 

Mr,  CAMBRELENG  had  no  objection  (o  the 


amendment,  though  the  amount  appropriated  un- 
der every  bill  was  reported  in  a  separate  docununt 
every  year.  He  oof  only  should  not  object  to  I'l's 
amendment,  but  he  wi^shed  it  was  made  the  duly 
of  every  committee  of  the  House  to  report,  wiih 
each  bill,  the  amount  of  money  it  involved. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to  without  a  divi- 
sion. 

When  the  item  for  the  salary  of  the  secretary  to 
sign  land  patents  (|1,500)  came  up^ 

Mr.  BOND  said  he  thought  it  high  time  the  act 
authorizing  it  was  repealed,  as  it  was  p^&sed  dur- 
ing an  exigency  that  no  longer  existed.  ^ 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  explained  that  the  Ci-^rn- 
mittse  of  Ways  and  Means  could  only  report  the 
appropriation  authorized  by  law. 

Mr.  BOND  thought  the  Committee  on  the  Pub- 
lic Lands  should  look  into  the  matter;  and  his 
opinion  was  that  the  law  should  be  repealed,  the 
office  being  no  longer  necessary. 

When  the  items  for  public  printing  were 
reached — 

Mr.  BOND  inquired  in  what  manner  the  public 
printing  was  executed;  whether  by  private  contract, 
or  by  advertising  for  terms? 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  could  not  answer  .that 
question. 

Mr.  BOND  gave  notice  thac  he  should  hereafter 
move  a  proviso  that  all  the  Executive  printing  shall 
be  advertised  and  let  to  the  lowest  bidder. 

On  reading  the  clauses  for  the  pay  of  the  Com- 
missioners of  the  Navy  Board — 

Mr.  CRARY  said  it  was  high  time  for  the  House 
and  the  country  to  examine  into  the  uselessne^s  of 
this  Navy  Board;  for,'  indeed,  they  were  wome  than 
useless — a  hindrance  to  the  navy  and  its  efficient 
construction.  They  were  an  irresponsible  body, 
which  stood  in  the  way  of  all  improvements.  Mr. 
C.  then  referred,  in  terms  of  censure,  to  their  pro- 
ceedings in  the  cases  of  steamships,  the  Exploring 
expedition,  and  several  others.  He  did  not  deny 
that  these  gentlemen  might  be  good  commanders, 
but  they  had  shown  themselves  to  be  utterly  dis- 
qualified to  decide  on  the  proper  form  of  vessels, 
for  those  built  under  their  direction  were  the  very 
worst  in  our  navy. 

Mr.  C.  concluded  by  moving  to  strike  out  the 
appropriation  for  this  board. 

Mr.  INGHAM  informed  the  gentleman  that  the 
Committee  on  Naval  Affairs  had  the  subject  of 
the  propriety  of  abolishing  this  board  now  under 
inquiry. 

Mr.  CRARY  was  aware  of  it,  but  they  had  made 
no  report  yet. 

Mr.  MALLORY  assented  to  all  Mr.  C.  had 
said  of  the  absolute  propriety  of  abolishing  this 
board,  and  should  vote  for  his  motion.  Mr.  M. 
went  then  into  a  numberof  other  particulars  of  their 
acts,  and  said  it  was  in  vain  to  look  for  efficiency 
from  a  body  constructed  as  this  was. 

Mr.  M.  slated  what  his  plan  was,  viz:  to  esta- 
blish four  bureaus,  responsible  to  the  Secretary  of 
the  Navy,  he  being  so  to  Congress.  1.  A  bureau 
of  purchases,  at  the  head  of  which  should  be 
placed  an  old  purser  of  the  Navy.  2.  A  bureau 
for  furnishing  cannon.  3.  Another  for  construc- 
tion. 4.  Another  for  equipment.  All  to  be  placed 
tinder  old  and  experienced  officers.  The  present  sys- 
tem was  approved  of  by  no  one,  but  condemned  by 
every  friend  of  the  navy.  It  was  time  now  for 
the  House  to  take  the  matter  in  hand,  for  he  h^d 
no  confidence  that  the  Naval  Committee  would 
move  in  the  matter. 

Mr.  BRONSON  gave  notice  of  an  amendment 
he  should  hereafter  move,  viz:  to  abolish  the  board 
from  and  after  the  first  of  July  next,  and  reduce 
the  appropriation  one- half. 

Mr.  REED  expressed  his  surprise  at  Mr.  Crary's 
proposition,  for,  as  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  was 
generally  appointed  from  political  considerations, 
instead  of  with  reference  to  practical  experience, 
the  Board  of  Navy  Commissioners  was  absolutely 
indispensable,  and  he  went  on  to  advocate  its  con- 
tinuance at  considerable  length. 

At  the  request  of  Mr.  Bronbon,  Mr.  Crart 
withdrew  his  amendmeht,  and  Mr.  B.  moved  the 
one  indicated  aliove. 

Mr.  ADAMS  insisted  that  this  amendment  was 
^t  in  ordtt.    This  waa  an  appropriation  bill;  and 


i9^ 


GONGitEssimAii  mj&im. 


how  c.  ulil  a  proposition  be  engrafted  on  it  to  re- 
peal a  law? 

The  CHAIR  overruled  this  point 

Mr.  PICKENS  moved  to  add  to  the  amendment 
a  provifion  that  the  bureau  system  should  be  intro- 
duced into  the  Navy  Department,  and  appro- 
priaiiog  1 15,000  for  the  purpose. 

Mr.  BRONSON  accepted  this  as  a  modification 
of  his  own. 

Mr.  EVERETT  said,  if  the  amendment  was 
not  out  of.  order  before,  it  certainly  was  with  this 
adroit  ion. 

The  CHAIR  said  that,  under  the  sixty-sixth 
rule,  which  precluded  any  appropriation  being 
made  in  the  ordinary  bills  without  an  existing  law 
for  it,  this  bianch  of  the  amendment  was  clearly 
out  of  order. 

Mr.  BRONSON,  upon  this  decision,  withdrew 
bis  acceptance,  and  the  question  was  on  bis  own 
amendment. 

Mr.  HOFFMAN  said  he  was  taken  by  surprise, 
,19  the  House  itself  must  be,  at  this  proposition  to 
abolish  a  beard  from  which,  at  one  time,  such 
great  expectations  were  formed.  His  opposition 
to  the  motion  arose  r'stfaer,  however,  from  the  time 
'and  manner  in  which  ir  was  attempted  to  be 
effected — for  his  prejudices  were  all  against  its  con- 
tinuance— than  from  any  wish  on  his  pari  to  keep 
up  this  body.  He  thought  they  were  not  prepared 
at  this  time  lo  cut  off  so  important  an  arm  cf  the 
service,  at  lea>t  till  they  took  time  to  inquire 
whether  the  navy  could  get  on  without  it. 

Mr.  ADAMS  expressed  his  surprise  at  the  quar- 
ter from  whence  this  opposition  sprung;  from  the 
gentleman  from  Michigan,  a  State  in  the  situation 
of  the  unrorrunate  King  of  Bohemia,  who  had  not  a 
boat  in  his  dominions.  Michigan  cared  nothing  about 
a  navy,  but  others  did.  This  beard,  Mr.  A.  believed 
to  be  absolutely  indispensable  to  the  efficiency  of 
the  navy,  aad  to  abolish  it,  would  be  to  cut  it  in  two, 
to  put  it  to  desith.  If,  however,  evils  did  exist,  let 
them  be  investigated  by  a  committee,  and  let 
another  plan  be  carefully  prepared,  if  the  present 
was  found  objectionable.  There  was  another  rea- 
son for  this  attack  upon  the  commissioners.  They 
were  poiiiically  obnoxious  to  the  dominant  party, 
though  they  had  all  three  fought  and  bled  for  their 
country.  If,  however,  they  were  to  cut  off  appro- 
priations because  abuses  existed  in,  or  were  chafged 
against,  the  Departments,  for  which  they  were  made, 
they  would  have  to  spunge  the  whole  out,  ay,  even 
those  for  the  pay  of  Congress  itself.  He  denied 
the  truth  of  the  charges  alleged  against  the  Navy 
Board;  they  were  mere  assertions. 

Mr.  PICKENS  was  indisposed  to  abolish  this 
board  without  providing  a  substitute,  and  he  regret- 
ted that  the  late  period  of  the  session  \^  ould  preclude 
the  possibility  of  devising  a  proper  plan.  He  was 
certainly  opposed  to  the  present  system;  but  this 
was  the  first  time  he  had  ever  heard  an  intimation 
of  the  political  complexion  of  the  present  commis- 
sioners. The  great  objection  lo  it  was  the  com- 
mingling of  responsibility,  by  which  there  really 
existed  none  at  all,  and  therefore  he  preferred  the 
bureau  systrm.  Mr.  P.  regretted  that  the  gentle- 
man from  Massachusetts  should  have  made  any 
allusions  to  the  geographical  source  iVom  whence 
the  motion  first  came.  The  gentleman  from 
Michigan,  representing  a  frontier  State,  surround- 
ed by  inland  seas,  ought  to  feel  as  much  interest  in 
the  pros[Seriiy  and  eflSciency  of  the  navy  as  any ' 
member  on  that  floor.  Mr.  P.  thought,  upon  the 
whole,  ihe  subjf  ct  had  better  be  laid  over  until  the 
next  Congress,  when  there  would  be  more  lime  to 
mature  a  better  plan. 

Mr.  POPE  was  disposed  to  sustain  ibe  amend- 
ment, but  he  concurred  in  ihe  propriety  of  the  last 
suggestion  of  Mr.  Pickens. 

Mr.  WISE  said,  from  an  experience  of  six 
years  on  the  Naval  Committee  in  that  House,  he 
was  convinced  that  this  board  ojght  to  be  abolish- 
ed, for  it  was  the  chief  cause  of  the  inefficiency  in 
our  naval  service.  He  concurred  in  the  opinion 
that  they  had  better  do  nothing  now,  but  call  upon 
the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  report  a  plan  for  the 
entire  reorganixation  of  the  Navy  Department 

Mr.  CAMBRELENQ  gave  noUce  that  UH&or- 


row  and  next  day  he  should  a3k  the  House  to  con- 
tinue the  consideration  of  the  appropriation  bills. 

The  committee  then  rose  and  reported,  and 

The  the  House  adjourned. 


IN  SENATE, 
FaiDAT,  February  15,  1839. 

The  PRESIDENT  submitted  a  communication 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in  answer  to  a 
resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  13ih  instant;  which 
was  laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  lo  be  printed. 

Mr.  DAVIS  presented  a  remonstrance  from 
— — ,  against  the  passage  of  the  bill  re- 
pealing the  duty  on  salt;  which  was  laid  on  the  ta- 
ble, and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  CLAY  of  Alabama,  from  the  Committee  on 
the  Public  Lands,  to  which  was  referred 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Rosaline  Prudhomme; 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  James  Moor;' 

An  aet  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  and  legal  re- 
presentatives of  the  late  Robert  Farmer,  deceased; 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  James  L.  Stokes,  and  for 
other  purposes; 

An  act  to  authorize  the  trustees  of  the  to^  ''^ship 
of  Oxford,  in  the  county  of  Butler,  and  Stai  of 
Ohio,  to  enter  a  section  of  land  in  lieu  of  secti-^n 
sixteen,  in  said  township,  for  the  use  of  schools;  and 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Abraham  Stipp; 

Reported  the  same  without  amendment. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Wm.  Moore;  and 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Philip  Catlett, 

Reported  the  ^ame  with  amendments. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Wm.  B.  Livesay,  with- 
out amendment,  and  with  a  recommendation  that 
it  do  not  pass. 

Mr.  NORYELL,  from  the  Committee  on  Revo- 
lutionary Claims,  to  which  was  referred  an  act  for 
the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  Col.  Daniel  Boone,  report- 
ed the  same  without  amendment,  and  with  a  recom- 
mendation that  it  do  not  pass. 

Mr.  N.  regretted  that  he  was  selected  as  the  or- 
gan of  this  report,  as  he  was  aware  of  the  import- 
ance of  the  services  of  Col.  Boone,  both  in  the  Ke- 
volutionary  and  Indian  wars;  but  his  claims  did  not 
come  within  any  of  the  rules  which  the  committee 
had  laid  down  for  their  government.  If  the  Senate, 
in  considering  the  report,  should  come  to  a  different 
conclusion,  he  would,  with  pleasure,  concur  with 
them. 

Mr.  N.  from  the  same  committee,  reported  the 
act  for  the  relief  of  James  Maxwell,  without 
amendment. 

Mr.  SMITH  of  Connecticut,  from  the  Commit- 
tee on  Pensions,  to  which  was  referred  the  bill  for 
the  relief  of  Ashbell  Mason,  reported  the  same 
without  amendment. 

Mr.  FULTON,  from  the  Committee  on  Private 
Land  Claims,  to  which  was  referred  an  act  for  the 
relief  of  Joseph  Pierce,  reported  the  same  without 
amendment.    

Mr.  WRIGHT  presented  a  memorial  of  citizens 
of  Western  New  York,  praying  that  wheat  and 
other  grain  may  be  imported  free  of  duty,  for  the 
purpose  of  being  manufactured  into  flour  and  ex- 
ported; which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Commerce. 

Mr.  CLAY  of  Kentucky  presented  a  memorial 
from  citizens  of  New  Orleans,  praying  redress  for 
injuries  committed  by  the  Mexican  Government, 
and  protesting  agai^^st  the  convention  lately  agreed 
to  for  arbitrating  the  differences  between  the  two 
Gk)vemments;  which  was  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Foreijm  Relations. 

Mr.  ROANE  presented  a  memoriail  from  Tho- 
masR.  Saun;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Pensions. 

Mr.  R.  also  presented  a  memorial  from  William 
Hebb;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Na- 
val Affairs. 

Mr.  PIERCE,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Ju- 
diciary, to  which  was  referred  the  act  for  the  relief 
of  John  Batch,  jr.  reported  the  same  with  amend- 
ments. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  asked  and  obtained  leave  to 
withdraw  the  petition  and  papers  of  F^derick 
Gebhardt. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN,  from  the  Committee  on 
Revolutionary  Claims,  to  which  was  referred  the 


bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  Col.  Francis  Vigo, 
reported  the  same  without  amendment. 

Mr.  C.  from  the  same  committee,  asked  to  b« 
discharged  from  the  further  consideration  of  the  pil- 
tition  of  the  heirs  of  Capt.  Henry  Conway,  and  the 
petition  of  Betsey  C.  Sheihar,  only  child  of  Joha 
Sbethar,  deceased,  an  officer  of  the  Revolution; 
which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  PRENTISS,  from  the  Committee  on  PuVic 
Lands,  to  which  was  referred 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  William  Marbnry; 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Amelia  Leach;  and 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Oliver  Welch; 

Reported  the  same  without  amendment,  and  witb 
a  recommendation  that  they  do  not  pass. 

Mr.  P.  from  the  same  committee,  reported  an  aet 
for  the  relief  of  Thomas  Todd,  without  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  WALL,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Jodi- 
ciary,  to  which  was  referred 

An  act  to  alter  and  amend  the  oiganic  law  of  the 
Territories  of  Wisconsin  and  lojra; 

An  act  to  define  and  establish  the  eastern  boun- 
dary line  of  the  Territory  of  Iowa; 

An  act  to  authorize  the  election  or  appointment 
of  certain  officers  in  the  Territory  of  Iowa,  and  for 
other  purposes; 

An  act  to  amend  the  act  establishing  the  Terri- 
torial Government  of  Wisconsin; 

Reported  the  same  without  amendment. 

Mr.  W.  also,  from  the  same  committee,  to  which 
was  referred  an  act  to  approve  and  confirm  an  aet 
of  the  Legislative  Assembly  of  the  Terntory  of 
Wisconsin  creating  certain  banks,  and  for  other 
purposes,  asked  to  be  dischaf-ged  from  the  further 
consideration  thereof,  and  that  it  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Finance;  which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  W.  from  the  same  committee,  asked  to  be 
discharged  from  the  further  consitleratioh  of  the 
memorial  of  the  LegisUtive  Council  of  the  Terri- 
tory of  Wisconsin,  praying  the  alteration  of  the 
southern  boundary  line  of  said  Territory,  as  there 
was  not  time  at  the  present  session  properly  to  in-, 
vestigate  and  decide  on  it;  which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  W.  also,  from  the  same  committee,  to  whiik 
was  referred  the  joint  resolution  requiting  the  Prt- 
sident  to  present  to  JamesRumsey,  jr.  a  gold  me* • 
dal,  reported  the  same  without  amendment^  and 
witli  a  recommendation  that  it  do  not  pass. 

Also,  to  be  dischaiged  from  the  further  consi&- 
ration  of  the  memorial  of  Somerville  Pinckncy; 
which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  ALLEN  submitted  the  following  resolatioi: 

Reaolvedf  That  the  librarian  be  directed  to  make 
out  and  to  report  to  the  Senate,  at  the  commenee* 
ment  of  the  first  session  of  the  next  Congcesa^  a 
catalogue  of  all  the  laws  and  of  all  the  LegiaUtil* 
and  Executive  journals  and  documents  of  the  aefr> 
ral  States  and  Territories,  now  in  the  Library. 

Mr.  A.  said  it  was  necessary  to  offer  some  rt- 
markh  explanatory  of  this  resolution.    Beiajg  npm 
the  Library  Committee,  he  felt  it  his  duty  to  tojakl 
some  inquiry  as  lo  the  contents  of  the  library,  airf 
he  was  very  much  surprised  to  learn  that    the  joar 
nals  and  documents  of  the  States. and  Territonea% 
this  Union  were  not  to  be  found  there;  and  iiulM 
bnt  few  complete  sets  of  the  laws  of  the  States  attj 
Territories  were  there.    In  a  conversation  ^riik^ 
librarian,  he  believed,  he  told  him  that  with  fhe  eli 
ception  of  the  folate  of  New  York,  there  -was  ao  oj 
stance  of  a  complete  set  of  the  public  docniMaj 
of  the  Legislature  of  any  State  in  the  Union  be 
in  the  library;  and  in  the  case  of  the  St&te  of  H 
York,  it  only  applied  to  a  few  years  back.      1 
object  in  submitting  the  resolution,  was  to  show 
'extent  of  the  deficiency,  in  order  to  predicate  a 
a  movement,  at  the  next  session,  to  supply  this 
countable  defect  in  the  national  library.        It  is  a 
markable  fact,  (said  Mr.  A.)  that  you  can  lay  y 
hands  on  all  the  proceedings  of  the  English  Pal 
ment  in  our  hbrary,  and  yet  you  cannot  find 
journals  and  public  documents  complete    of 
State  in  the  Union.    In  making  this  statexneni 
object  was  to  disclose  at  the  next  session  the  ei 
of  the  deficiency,  and  upon  that  disclosure  to  n 
cate  a  demand  to  supply  it.    He  l>elie  ved  tl£ 
most  cases  the  journals  uf  the  State  X^^e^  islai 
might  be  found  from  the  foundation  of  tlie  2 
Gevemmenta.    It  could  not  be  a  question  ^i] 
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Biembexs  of  the  Senate  as  to  the  necessity  of  having 
(iiiese  docnmeiits  presenred  to  the  nationat  library. 
Tlis  vas  all  he  had  to  say  in  explanation  of  the 
nwlBtion,  which,  from  its  nudity  might  appear 
lifitu  and  ridicaloas. 
The  resolution  was  then  adopted. 
Mr.  TALLMADOE  presented  a  memorial  of 
Gliarks  Henry  Hall,  on  the  subject  of  the  magnetic 
telegnph;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Ibval  Affairs. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Asa  Armington,  and 
ethers; 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Joeeph  Bassett; 

The  bill  to  fix  the  compensation  of  the  senior 
clerk  ia  the  Adjntant  General^  office; 

Tht  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  Nantacket  Steam- 
boat Company; 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  £lj»ha  Eldridge; 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  certain  settlers  on  the 
pablic  lands,  who  were  deprived  of  the  benefits  of 
Ihe  act  graniin);  pre-emption  rights,  which  was  ap« 
prored  on  the  19ih  of  Jane,  1834; 

The  bill  authorizing  the  relinqnishment  of  the 
l(Mi  sections  granted  for  the  use  of  schools,  and  the 
rnlry  of  other  lands  in  lieu  (hereof; 

Ilie  bill  to  anihorize  Peter  Warner,  of  Indiana, 
to  purchase  a  certain  half  section  of  land; 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heii:>  uf  A§aes  Dan 
di^  aod 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Michael  Ambrister, 
vere  severally  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

The  bill  for  the  rvlief  of  the  owners  of  the  ship 
AUcghaay  and  their  legal  representatives,  was 
taken  np;  and  after  9ome  remarks  from  Messrs. 
KING,  CRITTENDEN,  NILES,  and  HUB- 
BARD,  was  laid  or  the  table  until  tomorrow. 

Hie  special  order,  yiz:  the  bill  to  prevent  the  in* 
lerfeieoce  of  certain  Federal  officers  in  elections 
being  taken  np, 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN  asked  leave  to  withdraw 
the  amendment  offered  to  the  bill  some  days  since, 
and  uflered  a  substiiute  for  the  whole  bill. 

Mr.  PRESTON  then  addressed  the  Senate  at 
lengih  in  defence  of  the  bill,  and  in  opposition  to 
the  report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  ROANE  followed  Mr.  Prkston,  in  opposi- 
tion to  the  bill,  and  in  reply  to  the  remarks  of  Mr. 
Rites. 

The  debate  was  further  continued  by  Mr.  RIVES 
and  Mr.  ROANE;  and  about  8  o'clock, 

The  Senate  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OP  REPRESENTATIVES, 
Friday,  Feb.  15,  1839. 

The  SPEAKER  announced  the  unfinished  busi- 
Bess  of  the  morning  hour  to  be  the  report  of  the  se- 
kct  commiitee  on  the  subject  of  the  public  landf — 
Mr.  HAHaJsoN  being  entitled  to  the  floor, 

Mr.  PKTRIKIN  asked  him  to  give  way  to  ena- 
ble him  to  submit  a  motion  to  call  upon  the  com- 
miliees  for  report^. 

Mr.  HARRISON  declined,  and  went  on  to  reply 
to  M^.  RoBCRTSON,  and  in  defence  of  a  resolution 
aghmitted  by  him  in  the  select  committee.  Mr.  H. 
in  dJariMRing  this  subject,  went  behind  the  ground 
assumed  by  the  former  gentleman,  and  argued  that 
it  was  entirely  inconsistent  with  the  Constitution 
ti>r  the  Federal  Qovernment  to  hold  lands  within 
U)e  limits  of  the  States,  and  it  was  never  the  inten- 
tion of  the  framers  of  that  instrumenlthat  it  should. 
If  this  were  so,  and  -he  cited  the  proceedings  on 
the  adoption  of  the  Constitation  to  prove  it,  no 
new  powers  had  been  or  could  be  given  to  the  Ge- 
neral Government  over  this  subject.  To  show 
'  what  was  the  understanding  of  Congress  thereon, 
ka  cited  a  variety  of  resolutioos  upon  it  from  1780 
;  down,  and  the  compacts  with  various  States.  Mr. 
B.  spoke  daring  the  morning  hour,  and  gave  way 
to  a  call  for  the  orders  of  the  day. 
.  Mr.  H.  submitted  a  motion  to  extend  the  morn- 
ing hoar  till  1  o'clock,  (making  it  two  hours,)  from 
aiiid  after  to-morrow. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENGl  .<^aid  this  was  too  impor- 
tant a  motion  to  be  taken  without  the  yeas  and 
nays,  for  it  would  block  out  for  one  hour  every 
day  all  the  business  of  the  country.  The  yeas 
and  nays  were  ordered  on  his  request. 

Mr.  ADAMS  moved  to  lay  the  motion  on  the 


table,  and  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays;  where 
upon, 

Mr.  HARRISON  withdrew  it. 

Mr.  SHIELDS  moved  a  suspentiou  of  the  rules, 
^setting  apart  this  day  for  the  consideration  of  pri- 
vate bills,  in  order  fo  take  op  the  bills  on  the  Spbak- 
Ea^s  table  on  their  engrossment,  and  asked  for  the 
yeas  and  nays,  which  were  ordered. 

At  the  repuest  of  Mr.  HAMER,  Mr.  S.  includ- 
ed  joint  resolutions,  and  at  that  of  Mr.  BRONSON, 
bills  on  their  final  passage.  He  then  withdrew  the 
call  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  CHAMBERS  said  he  hoped  the  House 
would  make  no  suspension  of  the  rules,  but  allow 
the  business  to  progress  in  its  prescribed  order. 

Mr.  ELMORE  inquired  what  the  bills  were, 
which  were  of  such  pressing  necessity,  that  private 
claims  must  be  set  aside. 

The  CHAIR  was  not  at  liberty  to  respond,  as  the 
motion  precladed  all  debate. 

Mr.  ELMORK  Then  I  ask  for  the  yeas  and 
nay5;  but  they  were  not  ordered. 

Mr.  CU3HINQ  suggested  to  Mr.  Shirlds  to  in- 
clude the  calling  upon  committees  for  reports. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  had  hoped  the  House 
would  have  gone  on  with  the  appropriation  bills; 
and  he  moved  to  lay  the  motion  on  the  table;  which 
was  agreed  to— 89  to  63. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  reiterated  the  hope  that 
the  House  wbuld  indulge  him  in  going  on  with  the 
public  business,  especially  as  there  were  so  few 
days  remaining  of  the  session. 

Objection  being  made, 

Mr.  C.  moved  a  suspension  of  the  rules,  and 
called  for  the  yeas  and  nays,  which  were  ordered. 

Mr.  C.  H.  WILLIAMS  moved  to  lay  the  motion 
on  the  table,  but  subsequently  withdrew  it. 

Mr.  CHAMBERS  remarked  that  there  had  been 
no  unnecessary  delay  in  acting  on  the  appropria- 
tion bills,  and  be  thought  they  had  belter  proceed 
with  the  numerous  claims  before  them. 

The  motion  to  suspend  was  agreed  to^yeas  126, 
nays  58,  as  follows: 

VEAS — ^Messrs.  Adams,  Anderson,  Andrews, 
Atherton,  Aycrigg,  Banks,  Beers,  Beime,  Bell, 
Bicknell,  Biddle,  Birdsall,  Bond,  Borden,  B rod- 
head,  Bronson,  Buchanan,  John  Calhoon,  Cambre- 
leng,  John  Campbell,  Chaney,  Cleveland,  Clow- 
ney,  Coles,  Connor,  Craig,  Crary,  Cranston, 
Cushing,  Cushman,  Davee,  Deberry,  De  Grafi*, 
Dromgoole,  Duncan,  Dunn,  Edwards,  I.  Fletcher, 
Fry,  Gallop,  Giddings,  James  Graham,  William 
Graham,  Gray,  Grennell,  Griffin,  Hall,  Ham- 
mond, Hamer,  Harrison,  Hawes,  Hawkins, 
Haynes,  Hoffman,  Holt,  Howard,  William  H. 
Hunter,  Robert  M.  T.  Hunter,  Ingham,  Thomas 
B.  Jack:>on,  Jabez  Jackson,  Joseph  Johnson,  W. 
Coat  Johnson,  Nathaniel  Jones,  Keim,  Kemble, 
Klingensmith,  Leadbeiter,  Lewis,  Lincoln,  Logan, 
Loomis,  Mallory,  Marvin,  Jas.  M.  Mason,  Max- 
well, McKay,  Robert  McClellan,  Abraham  Mc- 
Clellan,  Miller,  Moore,  Samuel  W.Morris,  Noble, 
Noyes,  Palmer,  Parker,  Parmentcr,  Parris,  Payn- 
ter,  Pennybacker,  Pickens,  Plumer,  Pratt,  John  H. 
Prentias,  Putnam,  Randolph,  Reed,  Reily,  Rencher, 
Rhett,  Richardson,,  John  Robertson,  Edward  Ro- 
binson, Sawyer,  Sheffer,  Auguj<tine  H.  Shepperd, 
Sbeplor,  Spencer,  Straiten,  Swearingen,  Taylor, 
Titus,  Toucey,  Towns,  Vandervaer,  Webster, 
Weeks,  Albert  S.  While,  John  White^  WhitUesey, 
Lewis  Williams,  Jared  W.  Williams,  Joseph  L. 
Williams,  Word,  and  Worihington— 126. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Alexander,  John  W.  Allen, 
Briggs,  William  B.  Calhoun,  Wm.  B.  Campbell, 
Carter,  Casey,  Chambers,  Cheatham,  Childs,  Cor- 
win,  Crabb,  Crockett,  Darlington,  Dennis,  Elmore, 
Evans,  Everett,  Ewing,  Fillmore,  Rice  Garland, 
Goode,  Graves,  Haley,  Harper,  Henry,  Herod, 
Kennedy,  Lyon,  McKennan,  Menefee,  Morgan, 
Calvary  Morris,  Naylor,  Pearce,  Peck,  Peirikin, 
Potts,  Sergeant  S.  Premiss,  Rariden,  Ridi^way, 
Saltonstall,  Shields,  Sibley,  Slade,  Snyder,  Souih- 
gate,  Stanly,  Stuart,  Stone,  Taliaferro,  Thompson, 
Toland,  Turney,  Underwood,  Sherrod  Williams, 
Christopher  H.  Williams,  and  Yorkfr— 58. 

The  SPEAKER  laid  before  the  House  a  commu- 
nication from  the  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury,  in 
compliance  with  an  act  of  Congress,  transmitting  a 
staiement  of  tha  balances  standing  upon  the  books, 


of  the  revenue  which  has  remained  unsettled  by 
collectors  of  customs  and  others,  which  has  been 
due  more  than  three  years  prior  to  the  30th  of  Sep- 
tember. 

Mr.  HOFFMAN  then  rose,  and  said  he  under- 
stood the  Speaker  had  done  him  the  honor  to  place 
him  on  the  select  committe  of  investigation,  raised 
on  motion  cf  Mr.  Natlor  (on  Commodore  i^lliott^ 
proceedings  in  the  Mediterranean.)  He  asked  to 
be  excused  from  serving  on  the  committee,  for  the 
following  reasons.  It  was  known  that  one  of  his 
colleagues  ^Mr.  Curtis]  was  serving  on  another 
(the  defalcation)  committee,  and  his  other  colleague 
[Mr.  Cambreleno]  was  fully  occupied  in  attend- 
ing to  the  public  business,  as  chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means.  For  Mr.  H.  to  serve, 
would  involve  his  entire  absence  from  the  sessions 
of  the  House,  because  a  laborious  examination  of 
persons  and  papers  would  have  to  be  gone  into, 
and  hence  the  affairs  of  his  constituents  woald  be 
necessarily  neglected,  as  they  fell,  from  the  reasons 
given  above,  almost  entirely  upon  his  shoulders. 
His  duty  to  them,  to  himself,  and  to  ihe  House, 
compelled  him  to  prefer  this  request. 

Mr.  H.  was  excused  by  the  House,  and  the 
Chair  directed  to  fill  the  vacancy. 

CIVIL  LIST  BILL. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CAMBRELENG,  the  House 
then  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  state  of  the  Union,  Mr.  Banks  of  Virginia 
in  the  Chair,  and  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
"bill  making  appropriations  for  the  civil  and  di* 
plomatic  expenses  of  Gouernment  for  1839." 

The  question  pending  was  on  the  motion  of  Mr. 
Bronson  to  reduce  the  appropriation  for  the  navy 
board  one-half,  and  to  abolish  the  board  atter  the 
first  of  July  next. 

I  Mr.  POPE  was  entitled  to  the  floor,  and  he  ad- 
dressed the  House  at  great  lengih.  With  refer- 
ence to  the  amendment,  he  said,  he  had  been  at 
first  inclined  to  vote  for  it,  but,  upon  reflection,  he 
did  not  think  they  were  prepared  to  effect  so  sud- 
den and  great  a  change  in  one  of  the  great  branches 
of  the  service.  He  was  willing  to  pause  till  next  ses- 
sion. Mr.  P.  however,  said  he  hoped  he  should  be 
excused  for  speaking  on  matters  and  things  in  gene« 
ral.  His  election  came  on  in  August  next,  and 
he  wished  to  say  something  not  only  for  the  bene- 
fit of  the  House,  but  also  of  bis  constituents. 
He  commenced  by  an  appeal*  to  Mr.  Adams  to  re- 
peruse  a  document  that  came  from  Mr.A^s.  own  pen, 
one  cf  the  ablest  productions  that  ever  fell  from  an 
enlightened  statesmsji,  his  work  on  our  right  to  the 
fisheries,  whenever  he  felt  disposed  again  to  dis- 
cus.^ the  right  of  petition. 

Mr.  ADAMS  rose  to  a  question  of  order-  He 
wished  to  know  if  the  gentleman's  argument  was 
relevant.  He  had  no  objection  to  it;  oi  the  con- 
trary, he  hoped  the  gcnlUman  would  be  allowed  to 
proceed;  but  then  Sir.  A.  hoped  he  would  be  in- 
dulged m  an  opportunity  of  replying,  and  not  be 
gagc;ed  with  the  question  of  irrelevancy. 

The  CHAIR  ruled  Mr.  Pope  to  be  out  of  order 
on  this  ground. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS  moved  that  he  have  leave  to 
proceed. 

Mr.  POPE  assured  the  House  he  had  no  inten- 
tion of  discussing  the  question  of  Abolition. 

Mr.  ADAMS  disclaimed  any  objection  on  his 
pan  to  the  gentleman's  proceeding  with  his  argu- 
ment; but  as  he  had  made  a  direct  appeal  to  Mr. 
A.  and  had  alluded  to  a  matter  upon  which  he 
should  feel  himself  called  upon  to  make  a  re- 
sponse, he  wished  the  question  of  relevancy  settled  at 
once,  so  that,  in  his  reply,  Mr.  A.  might  not  be  put 
down. 

The  House  granted  the  leave  asked  without  a  d;- 
vision. 

Mr.  POPE  again  assured  the  House  thai  he 
should  never  discuss  the  qiK^tlon  of  Abolition;  and 
for  the  reason  thai  hv  had  no  tVars  about  ii,  for  h*» 
never  knew  a  man  frosi  New  England  enm'gratin;; 
to  a  slaveholding  Stale  ever  to  set  a  negro  frte. 
[Laughter.]  Mr.  P.  was  going  on  to  narrate  an 
anecdote  connected  with  this  subject,  when  he  was 
called  to  order  by  the  Chair. 

Mr.  SLADE  desired  to  know  if  die  new  princi- 
ple was  about  to  be  estat>lish6d  in  Committee  of  the 
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Whole,  that  every  thing  not  direct  to  the  sabject 
voder  consideration,  was  oat  of  order? 

The  CHAIR  had  made  no  snch  decision.  Every 
thing  on  the  sabject  of  the  navy,  on  appropriations 
and  ezpenditares,  &c.  would  be  in  order,  bat  every 
one  mast  see  that  nothing  on  the  right  of  petition  or 
the  emancipation  of  slaves  could  be  in  order  in 
discussing  the  bill  to  provide  for  the  naval 
service. 

Mr.  SLADE  rose  agaiq,  and  made  some  alla- 
sion  to  Mr.  Bellas  remarks  the  other  day  on  a 
similar  point  raised  on  Mr.  Qiddings. 

Mr.  BELL  instantly  called  Mr.  S.  to  otder,  and 
said  the  Chair  was  entirely  correct  in  arresting 
Mr.  Pope's  remarks.  Mr.  B.  however,  moved 
that  he  have  leave  to  proceed  in  order. 

This  motion  was  again  agreed  to. 

Mr.  POPE  as^ared  the  committee  he  had  no 
intention  of  transgressing  the  ra*es  of  order,  and 
he  refrained  from  i'urther  allusion  to  this  topic. 

Mr.  P.  then  referred  to  Mr.  MtraaAv's  speech, 
iv'hich  he  said  he  had  read  with  great  pleasare, 
dt'signated  it  as  by  far  the  ablest  defence  ever  made 
of  the  Administration,  and  expressed  his  admira- 
tion of  the  absence  In  it  of  all  dennneiation  and 
calling  of  names.  He  advised  his  Whig  friends 
to  pursue  an  honest  course,  and  never  to  make 
chaiges  without  proof.  Mr^  P.  then  went  into  a 
general  review  of  the  leading  principles  of  the  last 
and  present  Administration,  to  all  of  which  he 
dishented,  and  gave  his  reasons  at  great  length. 
Mr.  P.  advocated  liberal  expenditures,  on  the 
ground  that  heavy  disbursements  were  beneficial 
to  the  poorer  classes,  &c.  He  approved  of  the 
land  scheme  of  Mr.  Clay,  and  contended  that  if 
the  plan  had  gone  into  operation  it  would  have 
prevented  the  redundancy  in  the  Treasary,  which 
that  gentleman  foresaw.  He  was  understood  also 
to  advocate  the  American  system  of  Mr.  ClaY; 
but,  before  concluding,  waived  his  right  to  the  floor 
for  the  present;  when 

Mr.  INGHAM  said  be  had  a  few  words  to  say 
to  the  amendment,  which  was,  whether  the  appro- 
priation to  the  Commissioners  of  the  Navy  Board 
shoold  be  stricken  out.  The  proposition,  he  con- 
tended, was  one  of  an  extraordinary  character,  and 
goes  totally  to  abolish  that  board,  without  even'  the 
inquiry  whether  that  part  of  the  service  is  prepared 
for  such  an  evenu  The  gentlemen  making  it,  too, 
d6  not  present  any  feasible  plan,  or  proper  provi- 
sion, for  the  derangement  which  will  be  consequent 
upon  such  change.  The  law  by  which  that  board 
was  established,  was  passed  in  the  year  1815, 
upon  the  pressiag  recommendations  of  very 
many  of  the  distinguished  officers  of  the  navy,  who 
had  seen  much  service  in  the  defence  of  their  coantry 
and  who  were  possessed  of  great  practical  knowledge 
of  the  wants  of  that  branch  of  ihe'^ecvice.  It  was 
then  urged  as  of  pressing  necessity.  It  was  necessa- 
ry then,  as  now,  because  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy 
was  not  possessed  of  thai  requisite  practical  know- 
ledge of  the  wants  and  discipline  of  the  navy. 

Mr.  I.  then  reviewed  the  oiganization  of  that 
depariment  of  the  British  service,  and  proved  that 
it  had,  in  such  organization,  two  or  three  distinct 
boards,  whose  actions  undergo  the  supervision  of 
the  Secretary,  and  that  they  were  subject  to  his 
control.  The  great  experience  of  that  Qoveniment 
found  it  necessary,  having  a  proper  regard  to  the 
character  and  interest  of  the  navy,  that  such  a 
board  should  be  in  operation.  But  the  principal 
objection  urged  to  abohsh  this  board  was,  that  gen- 
tlemen could  not  find  ^here  the  responsibilities  of 
(bat  Departir  ent  were^ested.  The  law  fixes  the 
'  responsibility  where  it  should  be.  This  board  has 
certain  defined  duties  to  perform,  subject  to  the  sa- 
per  vision  and  control  of  the  Secretaf)'.  He  had 
never  yet  ascertained  that  any  gentleman  was  dis- 
appointed or  found  any  difilcnlty  in  receiving  in- 
formation; and  he  had  no  doubt  if  gentlemen 
would  call  upon  this  board  that  they  would  prompt- 
ly receive  such  as  properly  pertains  to  the  board, 
and  ho  as  to  the  Secretary.  But  the  same  ar- 
gument of  irresponsibility  would,  with  equal 
plausibility,  apply  to  every  other  Department  of  the 
Government.  He  would  ask  those  who  arie  in  fa- 
vor of  such  rt* organization  as  would  bring  into  ope- 
ration a  bareau  system,  whether  the  same  grounds 
of  complaint  eoald  not,  with  equal  propriety,  ba  al- 


leged against  it?  and  whether  gentleman  would  not 
then  be  placed  in  the  same  dilemma?  He  said  it 
was  impossible  for  this  officer,  on  the  instant,  to  give 
full  and  satisfactory  answers  to  the  various  points 
of  inqairy  which  devolves  upon  him  as  Secre- 
tary, many  of  which  may  involve  a  practical  know- 
ledge of  the  service.  It  could  not  be  expected  that 
his  head  was  a  storehoose;  that  he  could,  at  a  mo- 
menta earning,  give  this  practical  information. 
So  far  as  the  responsibility  is  concerned,  this  board 
and  the  Secretary  are  jointly  responsible,  if  they  are 
not  individually  so,  and  therefore  this  charge  !nast 
fall  Vb  the  ground.  But  there  is  a  division  of  this 
responsibility,  as  is  found  in  every  Department  of 
the  Qovemment— .even  the  Congress  itself — and  he 
asked  if  gentlemen  were  prepared  to  abolish  the 
whole  in  consequence? 

Some  of  those  who  had  spoken  upon  the  subject, 
contended  that,  since  the  organization  of  the  board, 
the  vessels  have  been  badly  constructed.  It  was 
altogether  matter  of  taste  and  skill.  Mr.  I.  re- 
ferred to  the  frigate  United  States,  built  previous 
to  its  organization.  When  that  was  built  it  was 
universally  said  it  was  the  worst  sailer  in  the  navy, 
but  it  was  subsequently  proved  that  its  bad  sailing 
was  owing  to  the  trimming  of  the  vessel,  and  after 
alterations  in  that  respect  it  proved  to  be  the  fastest 
sailer  in  the  navy.  This  might  be  the  case  with  many 
of  the  vessels  constructed  under  the  supervision  of 
this  board.  He  said  the  House  had  been  favored 
with  much  declamation,  but  very  little  evidence. 
Mr.  I.  then  referred  to  the  charges  made  by  Mr.. 
Mallorv  of  Virginia,  that  the  delay  and  tardy 
movements  of  the  Exploring  expedition,  was 
owing  to  the  management  of  this  board.  He  was 
pleased  to  And  that  the  responsibility  of  that  delay 
had  been  changed  from  the  Secretary,  which  had 
been  so  frequently  charged  against  him  heretofore. 

Mr.  MALLORY  was  understood  to  say  that  he 
charged  the  Secretary  with  the  delay,  and  the  navy 
board  with  improper  construction  of  the  vessels. 

Mr.  INGHAM  said  neither  of  them  was  cen- 
surable for  delay,  nor  were  the  navy  board  for  the 
bad  construction  of  the  vessels  belonging  to  this 
expedition.  They  were  built  under  the  superinten- 
dence of  Com.  Jones.  He  was  appointed  to  that 
charge  before  a  vessel  was  commenced,  and  had 
the  entire  management  of  the  same.  He  trusted 
that  this  was  the  last  charge  about  that  expedition 
he  should  hear.  This  navy  board,  he  contended, 
had  acted  in  all  matters  under  the  control  and 
general  direction  of  the  Secretary,  and  never  pro- 
ceeded without  consulting  him;  and,  so  far  as  the 
charge  that  they  had  prevented  the  building  of  the 
steam  vessels  authorized  by  law  being  any'ground 
for  its  abolition,  it  would  also  be  good  ground 
to  abolish  the  office  of  Secretary  of  the  Navv;  and 
he  asked  gentlemen  if  they  w^re  prepared  to  do 
that  act. 

He  said,  if  the  Navy  Board  should  be  charged 
with  being  incompetent  men,  that  would  be  a  legi- 
timate caase  of  inquiry;  or,  if  they  had  been  negli- 
gent in  duty,  that  would  be  good  cause  for  inquiry; 
but  the  mode  proposed  by  the  amendment  of  the 
bill  wodld  not  be  the  proper  way  to  try  them,  be- 
cause it  goes  to  cut  them  off  without  such  inquiry, 
Hist)wn  opinion  was,  that  the  whole  naval  service 
should  be  Reorganized,  but  the  House  could  not 
strike  off  this  branch  without  throwing  the  whole 
system  into  confusion. 

Mr.  PETRIKIN  thought,  as  to  the  propriety  of 
abolishing  this  board  at  this  time,  there  might, 
be  some  doubt,  but  as  to  a  reorganization 
of  the  whole  Department  ihen  could  be 
but  one  opinion.  This  board,  he  contend- 
ed, had  been  an  incubus  upon  the  naval 
service,  and  whenever  any  branch  of  it  should  im- 
peir  the  proper  operation  and  usefulness  of  the 
whole,  it  should  be  lopped  off.  It  had  become 
odious  with  the  people,  (for  which  there  was,  no 
doubt,  good  ground,)  and  with  him  that  was  proper 
cause  fur  reorganization.  He  said  that  the  gentle- 
man from  Massachusetts,  [Mr.  Adams,]  who 
claimed  to  be  the  exclusive  advocate  and  conserva- 
tor of  the  navy  now,  represents  the  people  of  the 
very  State  who,  daring  the  last  war,  declared  that 
it  was  unbecoming  a  religious  and  moral  people  to 
rejoice  at  the  success  of  our  arms  in  that  very 
branch  of  our  service. 


Mr.  P.  then  inquired  why  it  was  that  the  Navil 
Committee  had  made  no  report  on  the  necesnty  of 
reorganizing  the  (Navy  Department,  as  they  were 
instractcd  to  do  early  in  the  session? 

Mr.  INGHAM  stated  that  no  sueh  resolntioa 
had  been  referred  to  that  committee. 

Mr.  PETRIKIN  contended  that  the  resolotioii 
instructiii]^ftie  committee  to  inquire  into  the  eipe- 
diency  of  abolishing  the  Navy  Board,  necessarily 
involved  the  reorganization  of  the  whole  Depart- 
ment. « Mr.  P.  detailed  a  number  of  existing  aboan 
in  the  naval  service,  which  required  correetioa, 
most  of  which  grew  out  of  the  incompetency  and 
incapacity  of  this  irresponsible  board.  He  hoped  ' 
the  amendment  would  prevail,  if  it  had  no  oikr  I 
effect  than  that  of  telling  these  men  that  the  ^blie 
were  not  blind  to  their  conduct.  He  disclaimed 
saying  a  word  against  them  as  men,  but  only  u  a 
body. 

Mr.  PA  RM  ENTER  cited  the  ca-^e  of  the  Charin- 
town  navy  yard  as  a  proof  of  this  board.  Before 
its  establishment,  that  yard  was  sftphaos  of  eonfa- 
sion  and  disorder;  now  it  woulc^mpare  wi^  any 
in  the  world.  Faults  there  might  be;  imperfectioas 
might  exist;  but  these  were  rather  owing  to  the 
crude  or?anization  of  the  board,  than  to  themselves. 
The  law  was  wrong.  They  were  originally  intend- 
ed as  advisers  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  where* 
as  the  whole  control  of  the  navy  had  been  plaoei 
onder  their  supervision,  even  to  the  making  of  cot- 
tracts  for  supplies,  for  which  they  could  not  be  sap- 
posed,  from  their  previous  occupations,  to  be  quali- 
fied. Mr.  P.  went  on  to  review  the  sections  of  dM 
law,  and  was  understood  to  oppose  a  total  abo- 
lition of  the  board,  but  to  be  in  lavor  of  some  revi- 
sion of  the  law.  He  also  made  an  aifoment 
'  against  the  bill  to  construct  a  dry  ilock  at  N.  York. 

Mr.  CRARY  remarked  that  this  Jdiscossion  had, 
at  least,  rendered  it  evident  that  something  was 
very  wrong  in  the  organization  of  this  board  of 
Navy  Commissioners,  and  even  the  last  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts  had  made  it  appear  that  it  had 
usurped  all  the  powers  belonging  to  that  brandi  of 
the  Gk>vernment.  This  they  done  by  means  of 
drafting  their  own  by-laws;  in  other  words,  they 
draAed  their  iwn  regulations,  and  so  drafted  them, 
as  to 'place  the  whole  power  of*  the  Navy  Depait- 
ment  in  themselves.  It  was  this  of  which  be  com- 
plained, and  he  felt  assured  that  if  that  board  was 
continued,  they  wonld  ruin  the  navy.  He  made 
no  application  to  the  men  composing  it,  but  to  then 
as  a  body.  Mr.  C.  then  replied  to  the  rematksof 
•Mr.  Adams  yesterday,  who  made  an  explanatioa, 
that  he  did  not  mean  to  deny  the  right  of  Mr.  C.  to 
make  the  motion  he  did. 

Mr.  BRONSON  disclaimed,  in  sabnutting  bii 
amendment,  any  thing  like  an  insidious  attempt  to 
inflict  a  blow  upon  the  navy,  as  had  been  thrown 
out  by  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  hot  the 
contrary.  Of  the  politics  of  the  members  of  the 
board  he  had  never  beard  a  ^  ord,  till  it  fell  from  the 
gentleman  himself.  He  had  no  personal  or  politi- 
cal object  in  view,  and,  as  a  proof  that  it  was  not 
so  considered  by  others,  his  motion  had  been  advo- 
cated by  gentlemen  of  the  Opposition  as  well  is  of 
hts  own  party.  After  advocating  his  amendmeat 
for  some  time,  he  gave  it  as  his  opinion  that  aa 
overwhelming  majority  of  the  service  and  of  the 
country,  and  at  least  two-thirds  of  Congress,  were 
in  favor  of  abolishing  this  board,  and  if  not  dons 
by  the  present  Congress,  it  wonld  be  by  their  imme- 
diate successors 

Mr.  MERCER  protested  against  the  •inoongmi- 
ty  of  introducing  such  a  propositi  9n  as  this  in  tt 
ordinary  appropriation  bill,  the  provisions  of 
which  ought  exclusively  to  be  limited  to  the  ex- 
penses of  (Government.  '  Mr.  M.  was  alsoopposid 
to  the  proposed  abolition  of  the  board,  though  he 
admitted  that  many  alterations  were  needed  in  the 
manner  in  which  the  Navy  Department  was-ooa- 
ductf d.  As  for  the  bureau  system,  the  Presideat 
and  the  Secretary  could  now  establish  it,  by  direct- 
ing divisions  of  duty  among  the  three  Commis- 
sioners, and  all  the  personal  responsibility  woald 
follow,  for  a  burea  j  was  nothing  more  than  peas, 
ink,  paper,  and  ta,<>. 

On  motion  of  Ma.  EVANS  the  eomraittet  rose 
and  reported,  and 
The  House  adjourned. 
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IN  SENATE, 
Sirnuur,  Febrvtry  16,  1839. 
Mr.  BUCHANAN  presented  a  memorial  of  Ed- 
Tpud  D.  Tippet;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
autiee  on  Road<  and  Canals. 

Mr.  WALL  presented  the  memorial  of  the  tras- 
INS  of  the  Presbyterian  charch  of  Springfield,  in 
the  State  of  New  Jersey,  asking  compensation  for 
the  destraction  of  property  daring  the  war  ol  the 
Befolaiion;  wbieh  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
00  Revoiatiooaiy  Claims,  and  ordered  to  be 
piioted. 

Mr.  LINN  pcceented  the  memorial  of  the  Oene- 
nlAisefflblyof  the  State  of  Missouri,  requesting 
Ooogitss  to  pass  a  law  altering  the  present  mode 
of  JisiiBg  titles  to  Jiand;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Gomouitee  on  Pnblic  Lands. 

AJso,  a  memorial  from  the  same,  praying  the 
establidunent  of  a  port  of  entry  and  cnstom-house 
it  moe  point  on  the  Missouri  rirer,  and  allowing 
ilioR  who  trade  with  Meiioo  by  land  the  privilege 
of  drawback  and  debenture.  Mr.  Linm  went  into 
a  aomber  of  interesting  details,  showing  the  impor- 
tuceasdfocflser  extent  of  ihe  trade  between  this 
coootiy  and  the  Mexican  provinces,  and  with  the 
ladiaas  of  the  Oregon  Territory,  and  its  eompara- 
siFeimignifiGance  at  present  The  Hudson  Bay 
Onapaay,  from  their  great  faciliti>f<  and  advan- 
tlfes,  were  monopolizing  the  whuie  lu  iiRo  and 
Moziean  trade,  as  they  imported  their  good»  iree  of 
datj;  and  they  would  soon  obtain  a  dangerous  as- 
cadaaey  over  the  mind  j  of  the  Indians.  He  said 
iiiatiftheie  was  not  prompt  actira  on  the  part  of 
Ooagress  on  this  subject,  not  only  the  trade  with 
tbt  Mezicaa  provinces  would  cease,  but  that  the 
tenitory  inhabited  by  these  Indians  would  be 
noted  from  us.  Mr.  L.  said  he  hal,  some  davs 
■inm,  introduced  a  bill  for  the  occupation  of  the 
Or^oaTerrilofy,  with  a  view  to  doing  something 
ODtliiBsttbjeet,  which  he  hoped  the  Senate  would 
flOBoider  and  act  apon  at  an  early  day. 

Mr.  L.  also  presented  a  memorial  very  nume- 
leosly  sii(aed  by  the  inhabitants  of  the  counties 
of  Beaton,  Rives,  Polk,  Cole,  Morgan,  and  seve- 
iil  other  counties  or  parts  of  counties  in  the  State 
of  Missouri,  asking  Congress  to  pass  a  law  to 
Qtale  a  new  land  office,  to  be  located  either  at 
Jeferaon  city,  or  at  Versailles  in  Morgan  county. 

Mr.L.  said  that  the  memorialists  represent  that 
ibey  ate  subjected  to  great  inconvenience  and  ez- 
pem^asweil  as  loss  of  time,  in  travelling  such 
gimt  distances  as  they  have  to  do  at  present,  for 
tbo  purpose  of  entering  their  lands.    He  thought 
Aeir  request  was  a  most  reasonable  one,    and 
lioped  that     his    friend    from    Arkansas    [Mr. 
mTos,]  who  is  acting  chairman  of  the  Committee 
OB  Public  Lands  will  take  this  sobjeci  under  seri- 
008  eoasideraiioo,  and  report  a  bill  at  the  eariiest 
possible  period  in  his  power.    Missouri  was  now 
ifae  Jaigest  State  in  ihe  Union,  and  he  felt  confi. 
^oat  was  the  richest  in  natural  resources;  yet  she 
bad  btttsiz  land  offices,  while  her  neighbor,  Illinois 
bad  tea,  though  she  was  a  much  smaller  State.  The 
yonag  and  vigorous  Illinois  seemed  to  have  been  al- 
vajiregarded  by  Congress  with  a  favorable  eye:  she 
gas  donations  of  lands  for  canals,  and  to  aid   in 
the  constmcMOD  of  her  railroads;  pays  less  revenue 
to  the  Post  Offics  Department  than  Missouri,  yet 
lusdeabie  the  anaonnt  of  mail  facilities;  and  has 
ovea  threatened  the  General  Qovernment  that  if 
tbe  national  road  is  not  made  to  Alton  fromVaoda- 
^fi9htUit^b9  madtetoU.    Modest  determina- 
tioat    He  said  the  people  of  the  free  States  are  un- 
oeasiag  in  their  exertions  to  obtain  what  they  desire, 
and  present  tlieir  memorials,  petitions,  &c.  to  Con- 
gress, in  the  nM>st  business-like  form,  which  makes 
Ibem  more  saceessfnl  in  their  applications  than 
the  slave  States,  -  who  ask  less,  and  do  not  take 
the  same  pains  to  present  their  memorials  in  an  im- 
fosiflg  form. 

Mr.  ROANE  presented  a  memorial  of  the  Wash- 
iagton  Boiidiog  and  Improvement  Company,  ask- 
ing for  an  act  of  incorporation;  which  was  refer- 
Kedtothe  Committee  on  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia. 

Mr.  KING  presented  a  momoriaf  from  masters 
and  pilots  of  steamboats  plying  between  Mobile 
ud  New  Orleans,  asking  for  the  construction  of 


light-houses  on  that  route;  which  was'  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  presented  a  memorial  from  T. 
H.  Perkins,  and  numerous  other  persons,  asking 
that  the  spirit  ration  of  the  navy  may  be  discon- 
tinued. 

Mr.  W.  thought  this  memorial  merited  attention, 
as  somewhat  interesting  to  the  maritime  concerns 
of  the  country.  It  set  forth  some  facts  well  worthy 
of  consideration;  among  others,  that  most  of  the 
cases  of  insubordination  and  mutiny  on  board  of 
ships  were  clearly  traceable  to  the  daily  use  of  sti- 
mulating drinks.  It  was  not  now,  as  formerly, 
when  few  of  our  merchantmen  abolished  their  use 
on  board;  but  far  the  greater  portion  of  our  vessels 
were  navigated  in  that  way,  and,  in  consequence, 
there  had  been  a  great  moral  revolution  in  the  cha- 
racter of  oar  sailors,  and  that  these  benefits  were 
extending  themselves  to  the  merchants  in  the  shape 
of  diminished  insurances,  the  offices  invariably  pre- 
ferring the  risks  where  intoxicating  liquors  were 
not  allowed. 

The  memorial  was  referred  to  the  Copotmiitee  on 
Naval  AtTairs,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  TALLMADGE  presented  the  petition  of 
Thomas  B.  Parsons;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

Mr.  MERRICK  presented  the  memorial  of  the 
Legislature  of  the  State  of  Maryland,  praying  an 
appropriation  for  the  improvement  of  the  harbor  ot 
Havre  de  Grace;  which  was  referred,  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Commerce. 

Mr.  MORRIS,  from  the  Committee  on  Pensions, 
to  which  was  referred 

An  act  granting  a  pension  to  Reuben  Murray; 
and 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Wm.  A.  Cuddleback, 

Reported  the  same  without  amendment,  and  with 
a  recommendation  that  they  do  not  pass. 

Mr.  M.  also,  from  the  same  committee,  report- 
ed, without  amendment, 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Sibel  Barnes; 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Harvey  Reynolds;  and 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Eliphalet  Spafford. 

Mr.LYON,  from  the  Committee  on  Private  Land 
Claims,  to  which  was  referred  a  bill  to  amend  an 
act  confirming  certain  land  claims  in  the  State  of 
Michigan,  made  a  report  thereon;  which  was  order- 
ed to  be  printed. 

Mr.  BENTON,  from  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs,  to  which  was  referred  a  bill  to  authorize 
payment  to  be  made  to  certain  Missouri  volunteers, 
for  services  in  the  years  1829  and  1836,  reported 
the  same  without  amendment. 

Mr.  B.  from  the 'same  committee,  to  which  was 
referred  the  documents  in  relation  to  the  claim  o/ 
Col.  A.  H.  Morgan,  reported  a  bill  for  his  relief; 
which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  B.  from  the  same  committee,  to  which  was 
referred  an  act  for  the  relief  of  certain  officers  of 
the  Florida  militia,  reported  the  same  without 
amendment. 

Mr.  CRITTEXDEN,  from  the  Committee  on 
Revolutionary  Claims,  to  which  was  referred  the 
petition  of  the  heiis  of  Preserved  Clapp,  asked  to 
be  diachaiged  from  the  further  coiuideration  of  the 
subject;  wbich  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS  of  Maine,  from  the  Commit- 
tee on  Pensions,  to  which  was  referied  the  petition 
of  Levi  Folson,  asked  to  be  discharged  from  the 
further  consideration  thereof;  which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  WALL,  from  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs,  to  which  was  referred 

An  act  authorizing  the  settlement  of  the  accounts 
of  the  heirs  of  Capi.  Jesse  Copeland; 

An  act  to  amend  an  act  entitled  "An  act  regu- 
lating the  pay  and  emoluments  of  brevet  officers," 
approved  April  16, 1818; 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Capt.  John  Vannetiin 
and  his  company,  for  their  services  during  the  late 
war; 

Reported  the  same  without  amendment.    . 

Mr.  PRENTISS,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  to  which  was  referred  an  act  for  the  relief 
of  Stephen  Marselis,  reported  the  same  without 
amendment. 

Mr.  LINN  said  that  some  days  since  he  gave  no- 
tice that  he  would  ask  leave  of  the  Senate  to  intro- 
I  dace  a  bill  granting  to  the  Washington  county  and 


St.  Genevieve  Railroad  Company  (incorporated  by 
the  Legislature  of  Missouri,)  the  right  of  pre-emp- 
tion to  500,000  acres  of  land  to  aid  said  company 
in  the  construction  of  their  road.  He  now  rose,  he 
said,  wiih  the  intention  of  asking  that  leave,  but  be- 
fore the  question  was  taken,  he  begeed  leave  to  re- 
mark that  this  was  a  subject  in  which  the  whole 
country  was  interested,  but  more  particularly  the 
great  valley  of  the  Mississippi.  This  road  would 
be  connected  with  the  Iron  Mountain,  the  most  re- 
markable as  well  as  the  richest  deposite  of  iron  ore 
in  the  whole  world.  He  said  that  if  the  Stats  of 
Missouri  and  the  General  Government  woula  lend 
only  a  slight  assistance,  the  great  mineral  resources 
of  Missouri  would  at  once  start  into  active  life,  and 
the  Great  Valley,  as  well  as  the  country  at  laige 
would  realize  the  the  full  value  of  its  existence. 
The  Senate  would  remember  that  the  ship  nn 
wan  was  lost  at  sea  some  time  since  on  her  way 
from  England  with  five  hundred  thousand  dollars 
worth  of  railroad  iron  for  the  State  of  Illinois.  If 
Missouri  is  aided  a  little,  she  will,  in  a  few  years, 
make  iron  enough  for  the  consumption  of  the  Uni- 
ted States;  and  she  can  and  will  make  iron  cheaper 
and  better  than  any  country  in  the  world. 

Mr.  L.  then,  on  leave,  introduced  a  bill  for  the 
benefit  of  the  Washington  county  and  St.<vene- 
vieve  Railroad  Company;  which  was  read  twice, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  ALLEN  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
lation,  which  was  considered  and  agreed  to; 

Resolvedy  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be. 
directed  to  report  to  the  Senate,  at  the  commence^* 
ment  of  the  first  session  of  the  next  Congress,  all 
facts  and  information  relative  to  the  execution  of 
the  13th  and  14th  sections  of  the  "act  to  regulate 
the  deposites  of  the  public  money ,*^  approved  22d. 
June,  1836,  and  particularly  all  facts  and  infor- 
mation in  answer  to,  and  touching  the  following 
questions,  to  wit: 

1.  What  amount  of  money  has  been  deposited 
with  each  State  under  this  act,  and  at  what  pe- 
riods? 

2.  In  what  banks,  in  each  State,  was  the  money 
deposited,  and  in  what  amoants,  in  each  bank,  a 
the  time  of  the  transfer  to  tlie  States? 

3.  Of  what  description  of  funds,  whether  metal 
or  b^nk  notes;  and  if  of  both,  in  what  proportions 
did  the  deposites  consist,  in  each  bank  of  each 
State,  at  the  time  of  the  transfer  to  the  States? 

4.  What  was  the  description  of  funds  received 
by  each  State,  and  if  both  metal  and  bank  notes 
were  received,  what  were  the  proportions  of  each 
so  received  by  each  State;  and  what  was  the  depre- 
ciation, if  any,  of  the  bank  notes  received  by  each 
State  at  the  time  of  reception? 

5.  What  investments  or  dispositions  were  made 
by  each  State  of  the  deposite  made  with  it;  whether 
invested  in  stocks,  and  if  so,  in  what  kind  of  stocks, 
and  to  what  amount;  whether  applied  to  puMic 
works,  or  to  State  or  to  other  institutions,  and  if  so, 
to  what  kind  of  works  or  institutions,  and  to  what 
amount;  whether  loaned  out  or  distributed;  aRd  if 
so,  whether  to  institutions,  to  bodies  corporate  or 
otherwise,  or  to  individuals,  and  to  what  kinds  of 
institutions,  bodies,  or  class  of  individuals,  and  to 
what  amount,  and  what  weie  the  circumstances 
and  conditions  of  such  investments,  dispositions, 
loans,  or  distributions. 

JUsolved,  That  to  the  end  of  obtaining  the  infor^ 
raation  required  by  the  foregoing  resolution,  the 
Secretary  be  directed  to  correspond,  if  necessary, 
with  the  proper  authorities  of  the  several  States. 

Mr.  SMITH  of  Indiana  subm  tted  the  following, 
resolution,  which  was  con^dered  and  adopted: 

Resolved,  Tnat  the  Secretary  of  War  be  directed 
to  send  tQ  the  Senate  a  copy  of  the  recent  report  of 
Nathan>el  West,  commis^oned  to  investigate 
claims  against  the  Miami  Indians,  wiih  a  statemitn 
of  the  expenses  of  the  commission,  including  all 
charges,  to  whom  due  or  ]»aid,  and  for  what  ser- 
vices, designating  the  ch^irgesi  made  or  allowed  for 
mileage,  and  by  whom  charged;  the  date  of  the  ap- 
pointment of  the  commissioner  and  secretarv,  and 
at  what  time  t!ie  commission  commenced  and 
closed. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  ot  Michael  Ambrister  was 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 
.  The  resolution  accompanying  the  report  of  the 
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Committee  on  Finance  authorizing  the  printing  of 
a  docupient  in  relation  to  the  salt  tax,  was  taken 
up  for  consideration;  and,  after  some  remarks  from 
Messrs.  CALHOUN,  WRiaHf,  DAVIS,  and 
BENTON,  its  further  consideration  was  postponed 
until  Monday  next. 

The  nnfiaished  business,  being  the  bill  -to  preven 
the  interference  of  certain  Federal  officers  in  elec- 
tions, was  then  taken  up,  and  Mr.  NORVELL  ad- 
dressed the  Sehate  at  length  in  opposition  to  the  bill. 

Mr.  CUTHBERT  intimating  a  wish  to  address 
Che  Senate  on  the  subject,  the  bill  was  informally 
passed  over. 

DISTRICT  OP  COLUMBIA. 

To-day  being  set  apart  for  the  consideration  of 
bills  relating  to  the  District  of  Cfolumbia, 

The  bill  to  incorporate  Georgetown  College,  in 
the  District  of  Columbia; 

Tne  bill  supplemental  to  the  "Act  granting  cer- 
tain city  lots  to  the  corporation  of  the  Columbian 
College  for  the  purposes  therein  mentioned,"  ap- 
proved Jnly  14, 1832; 

The  bill  to  extend  the  jarisdiction  of  the  corpor 
tion  of  the  city  of  Washington  over  the  Potomac 
bridge,  dbc.  and 

The  joint  resolution  authorizing  the  opening  of 
aQ  alley  and  the  execution  of  certain  deeds  in  the 
city  t:{  Washington; 

Were  severally  considered  as  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  fcr  a  third 
leading. 

,  The  bill  to  provide  a  free  bridge  across  the  east* 
ern  branch  of  the  river  Potomac,  in  the  city  oi 
Washington;  and 

The  bill  to  incorporate  Washington's  Manual 
Labor  School  and  Male  Orphan  Asylum  Society  of 
the  city  of  Washington  and  District  of  Columbia; 

Were  ordered  to  be  laid  on  the  table. 

The  bill  to  incorporate  the  Washington  Silk 
Company  was  advocated  by  Messrs.  BATARD, 
MERRICK,  and  LINN,  and  opposed  by  Messrs. 
ALLEN,  BENTON,  KING,  SMITH  of  Connec- 
ticut,  and  NILES;  and,  on  motion  of  Mr.  N.  the 
bill  was  indefinitely  postponed — ayei  17,  noes  13, 
as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Brown,  Cal- 
houn, Clay  of  Alabama,  Fulton,  Hubbard,  Lyon, 
Nilei^,  Nor  veil,  Roane,  Smith  of  Connecticut, 
Strange,  White,  Williams  of  Maine,  Wright,  and 
Young — 17. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Bayard,  Davis,  Foster.  King, 
Knight,  Merrick,  Prentiss,  Rives,  Bobbins,  Robin- 
'Son,  Ruggles,  Smith  of  Indiana',  and  Tallmadge — 
13. 

On  motion. 

The  Senate  adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES, 
Satd&dat,  Februaxy  16, 1839. 

Mr.  HARRISON  of  Missouri  resuined  his  re- 
marks on  the  subject  of  the  public  lands,  as  brought 
before  the  House  by  the  following  report  from  the 
select  committee  of  twenty-six. 

Rtsohedf  That  the  committee  report  to  the  House, 
and  ask  leave  to  be  discharged  i'rom  the  further 
consideration  of  the  subject  matters  referred  to 
th^ra,  and  tiiat  the  journal  of  the  committee  be  re- 
ported aiid  published. 

Re5ol9td,furtherf  That  the  committee  deem  it  in- 
expedient to  take  further  steps  on  the  subect  of  the 
public  lands  this  session. 

The  pending  question  being  on  the  amendment 
of  Mr.  RoBEaTsoN  to  strike  out  all  after  the  word 
<*resolved,"and  insert  in  lieu  thereof  a  proposition 
for  the  semi-annual  distribution  of  the  proceeds  of 
the  sales  of  the  public  lands  amon^  the  several 
Slates  of  the  Union,  in  the  ratio  of  their  Federal 
numbers. 

Mr.  H.  gave  way,  without  concliding,  for  the 
orders  of  the  day. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  remarked  that  hie  mo- 
tion to  suspend  the  private  orders  for  public  busi- 
ne^s  yesierda^,  included  this  day  also,  but  he  ob- 
served from  the  journal  and  the  papers  that  it  was 
not  so  understood,  and  therefore  he  should  renew 
the  motion  this  morning. 

Mr.  BIDDLE  had,  however,  fin^t  caught  this 
Speaker's  eye,  and  be  asked  leave  terpresent  spe-i 
titi<fti  of  a  public  nature  with  tt  view  to  have  it  im- 


mediately referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Affairs. 

Mt.  ADAMS  would  ask  permission  to  present 
no  ieas  than  four  hundred  petitions  of  a  public  na- 
ture with  which  had  been  charged,  and,  unless  he 
could  do  so,  he  should  object  to  others  naving  a 
preference  given  to  them. 

Mr.  BIDDLE  thereupon  moved  a  susptnsion  of 
the  rules. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS  of  North  Carolina  inquired 
what  the  memorial  was  about. 

Mr.  BIDDLE  stated  that  it  was  a  memorial  from 
claimants  on  Mexico,  setting  forth  the  anxiety  they 
felt  that  the  treaty  of  arbitration  shonld  have  been 
suffered  to  fall  through  by  that  Republic,  and  ask- 
ing Congress  to  take  the  matter  into  its  serious  con- 
sideration. As  'only  two  weeks  of  the  session  re- 
mained, it  was  desirable  that  some  prompt  action 
should  be  had  upon  it. 

The  rules  were  suspended,  ayes  107,  noes  not 
counted,  the  memorial  received,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs. 

Mr.  B.  added  to  his  previous  statement,  that  the 
j>e:ition  referred  to  the  fact  that  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  in  his  atuiety  to  l^ve  this  treaty 
ratified,  sent  a  public  vessel  and  a  special  messen- 
ger to  Mexico,  that  the  vessel  had  returned,  and 
they  declare  that  the  latest  advices  from  that  Re- 
public add  confirmation  to  their  conviction,  that 
the  treaty  would  not  be  ratified,  as  was  predicted 
by  the  chairman  of  the  Committee. on  Foreign  Af- 
air».  

On  motion  of  Mr.  EVBRBTT,  the  committees 
were  called  on  for  reports,  and  the  Committee  on 
the  Public  Lands  being  first  in  order, 

Mr.  CASEY  rose,  and  said,  that  he  had  no' re- 
port to  make,  bnt  he  was  very  desirous  to  submit  a 
resolution  of  inquiry  of  considerable  importance, 
both  to  his  State  and  to  the  country. 

The  resolution  was  read,  as  follown: 

Whereas,  by  the -act  of  Congress  regulating  die 
deposite  of  the  public  money  in  the  State  bin&, 
approved  June  23,  1836,  it  was  provided  that  at 
least  one  bank  be  selected  in  each  State  or  Territo- 
ry, if  any  such  existed  willing  to  be  employed  as 
a  depository  of  the  public  money;  and,  whereas, 
there  are  two  banks  in  the  State  of  Illinois,  both 
of  them  solvent  and  safe,  neither  of  which  is  now 
employed  as  the  depository  of  the  public  money 
collected  in  said  State;  and,  whereas,  the  money 
so  collected  in  Illinois  is  deposited  in  the  State 
Bank  of  Missouri,  to  the  manifest  injury  of  the  said 
banks  of  lilmois,  and  the  people  of  the  State;  and 
whereas,  the  Secretary  of  ihe  Treasury,  under 
the  provisions  of  the  act  of  1769,  has  selected  many 
banks  which  would  have  been  excluded  from  the 
benefits  of  the  deposite  act  of  1836,  as  depositories 
of  the  public  money,  which  said  banks,  in  common 
with  the  banks  of  Illinois,  could  not  have  been  se- 
lected as  depositories  of  the  public  money  under 
the  provisions  of  the  act  of  1836,  therefore, 

Resohed,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  in- 
form this  House  at  what  tune  the  Bank  of  the 
State  of  Missouri  was  made  a  deposite  bank,  and 
what  amount  of  its  own  notes  said  bank  had  in  cir- 
culation, and  what  amount  of  specie  it  had  in  its 
vaults  on  the  5th  of  July  and  on  the  16th  of  Au- 
gust, 1837;  also,  that  he  inform  this  House  of  the 
amount  of  money  received  for  public  lands  in  the 
State  of  Illinois  and'  deposited  in  said  bank  since 
it  has  been  selected  as  such  depository. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  Secretary  inform  this 
House  why  he  may  not,  under  the  act  of  Congress 
of  1789,  select  one  or  both  of  the  banks  of  Illinois 
as  depositories  of  the  pablic  money  collected  in 
said  State,  should  it  satisfactorily  appear  that  the 
said  banks  are  solvent  specie  paying  banks,  and 
would  be  safe  depositories  of  the  public  money. 

Mr.  EVERETT  said  it  must  be  obvious,  from 
the  reading  of  that  resolution,  that  it  would  elicit 
debate,  and  as  it  was  more  desirable  that  the' com- 
mittees should  report,  he  mu&t  object  to  its  recep- 
tion at  this  time. 

Mr.  CASEY  being  asked  to  postpone  his  request 
till  the  other  business  was  through,  replied  that  he 
had  been  waiting  £or  this  opportunity  for  a  week 
and  if  he  waived  the  present  he  might  nciver  have 
another. 
As  objeckioa  had  been  made,  he  must  then  make 


a  motion  he  had  never  before  made  in  the  aevea 
sessions  he  had  served  ia  Congress)  and  be  moved 
to  suspend  the  rules,  aad  demanded  the  yeas  ni 
nays,  whieh,  baing  or.,  ered,  were  yeas  99,  ntjslB. 

So  the  rules  were  not  siupendoU,  the  motion  (^ 
quiring  a  majority  of  two-thirds. 

Mr.  CHAPMAN,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Public  Lands,  reported  without  amendment  Seaito 
bill  for  the  relief  of  the  assignees  of  Loais  Binm 
De  Ferret;  which  was  ordered  to  a  third  readint. 

Mr.  TOUCEY,  from  the  Committee  oatheJB- 
diciary,  reported  without  aihendmeat  Senate  bill 
fur  the  relief  of  Jabez  L.  White  and  Asa  While, 
and  moved  its  third  reading;  which  WW  agreed  iik 
'  Mr.  COR  WIN,  from  the  same  ooimmiitee,  iiy 
ported  without  amendment  Senate  bill  to  preveat 
the  counterfeiting  of  foreign  coin;  which  was  or- 
dered to-a  third  reading. 

Mr.  GARLAND  of  La.  from  the  Committeeot 
Private  Land  Claims,  reported  without  aaeid- 
ment  Senate  bill  to  confirm  certain  claims  for 
lands  in  Ihe  district  between  the  Rio  Hondo  and 
and  Sftbfae  riven. 

Also,  Senate  bill  for  the  relief 'of  Charles  MQ^ 
gan,  of  Lohisiana. 

Also,  with  an  amendment.  Senate  bill  for  the  ie> 
lief  of  Juan  Belgar. 

Mr.  CRABB,  from  th68ame«ommittee,re(Mled 
Senate  bill,  withoiH  atnendment,  for  the  relief  of 
Witliam  Jones;  which  was  ordered  to  a  third 
reading. 

Mr.  RARIDBN,  ftom  the  same  cammiiiee,  re- 
ported, without  amendment.  Senate  bill  fbr  the  re> 
lief  ofObedP.  Lacy. 

Mr.  EVERETT,  from  the  Committee  on  laditt 
Affairs,  reported,  with  an  amendment,  Senate  bilt 
supplementary  to  the  "Act  to  provide  for  the  1eo^ 
ganizaiion  of  the  Department  of  Indian  Aflain," 
and  the  **Actto  regulate  trade  and  interenarse  with 
the  Indian  tribes,**  approved  June  30, 1834. 

Mr.  E.  called  up  a  resolution  submitted  by  (he 
same  committee,  calling  for  information  in  tebp 
tion  to  the  negotiation  of  the  several  treaties  With 
the  Pottawatamie  Indians,  and  it  was  considjied 
and  agreed  to. 

Mr.  PETRIKIN,  from  the  same  committee,  re- 
ported a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representa- 
tives of  William  Anderson,  deeea."^. 

Mr.  BELL,  from  the  same  committee,  reported, 
without  amendment,  Senate  bill  to  authorise  dik 
appointment  of  three  additi<mal  clerks  ia  theofln 
of  the  Commissioner  on  Indian  Aflkirs. 

Mr.  CRAIQ^  flrom  the  Committee  on  Revola- 
tionary  Claims,  reported  Senate  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Pierre  Mentfd  and  others,  with  a  rroommendi- 
lion  that  it  do  not  pass. 

Also,  a  resolution  to  dischaiige  that  eommiRee 
from  the  consideration  of  all  the  uofiniabed  busineM 
before  them;  whieh  was  concurred  in. 

Mr.  McKAY,  from  the  Committee  on  MiUturf 
Affairs,  reported,  with  an  amendment,  Seaaie  bill 
for  the  relief  of  Captain  Snodgrass  and  thecompiny 
of  Alabama  volunteers. 

Abo,  a  bill  making  appropriations  fortherepiiR 
and  rebuilding  of  the  walls  of  the  forts  in  NewTatk 
harbor. 

Mr.  CUSHTNG,  from  the  Committee  on  F^ 
reigik  Aflairs,  presented  a  supplementary  report  ift 
relation  to  the  Territory  West  of  the  Rocky  Mem- 
tains;  and  the  same  number  of  copies  (10,0C0)  wen 
ordered  to  be  printed  as  of  the  original  report* 

Mr.  MORGAN,  from  the  Committee  on  Revo- 
lutionary Pensions,  reported  a  bill  foir  the  relief  of 
Anne  Watson. 

Also,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Henry  Peyton. 

Mr.  JOHNSON  of  Viiginia,  from  the  samecon- 
mittee,  reported  a  bill  granting  a  XKnaion  to  Jafliei 
Boyle. 

Mr.  FRY,  from  the  same  committee,  reported  a 
bill  granting  a  pension  to  Job  Pox. 

Mr.  TAYLOR,  from  the  Committee  on  Inmlid 
Pensions,  reported  Senate  bill  for  the  relief  of  Jotaa 
Clark. 

Mr.  PLUMER,  from  the  aame  committee,  re* 
ported  a  bill  fcr  the  relief  of  Bamett  Butch. 

Mr.  ALLEN  of  Vermont,  from  the.wune  oooa- 
mittee,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  C 
Wright. 

Also,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Thbmaa  Wilfoa. 
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•  Ate),  a  bin  for  the  relief  of  Randolph  Clark. 
Mr.  MBRCER,  from  (be  Committee  on  Roads 
tod  Cfeaals,  reported  a  bill  to  attthorixe  internal 
iAproremeats,  and  loinstiiote  and  continue  eer- 
mn  larveys,  and  for  other  porposes. 

Mr.  PLBrCEIER  of  Vermont,  from  the  Com- 
tttteeon  Parems»  repiirted  a  bill  in  addition  to  the 
let  to  promote  the  progress  of  the  usefal  arts. 

Also,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  W.  Vaoghan 
nd  Oliver  Perry. 

Mr.  ADAMS,  from  the  select  joint  committee 
oa  the  Smithsonian  beques»,  reported  two  several 
bilb,  with  the  resolutions  adopted  in  committee, 
aid  lbs  proeeediags  as  detailed  in  the  joamal  of 
the  eoomit  ce.  The  titles  of  the  bills  were  as  fol- 
lows: 

A  bill  providing  for  the  disposition  and  manage- 
ment of  the  fand  bequeathed  to  the  United  States, 
ia  trust,  by  James  Smithson,  of  London,  deceased, 
for  the  establishment  of  an  insiitntion  for  the  in- 
ocsse  and  diffusion  of  knowledge  among  men. 

Mr.  McKAY  moved  to  call  up  the  motion  of 
Mr.  PmiKiir  to  print  5,000  extra  copies  of  the  re- 
port of  Mr.  HuNTEa  of  Virginia,  on  the  best  mode 
of  collecting  and  keepi  ng  the  public  revenue. 

Mr.  PDFB,  from  the  Joint  Library  Committee,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  resolution  of  the  House  to 
isqeiie  lole  tiie  expediency  of  providing  for  the  for- 
onlioa  of  new  and  accurate  indexes  lo  the  whole 
aeries  of  journals,  reports,  and  documents  since  the 
ofgtaizatton  of  our  Gtorsmment,  proposed  to  be 
wtpared  by  Thomas  F.  Gordon,  reported  the  fol- 
iowiog  joint  resolution,  which  was  read  twice,  anc* 
ooaunitied: 

Baohed  hy  the  Senate  and  House  ofRefteunMwu 
rfikt  United  8Uie$  of  America  in  Congrese  atsembUd, 
lliatif  said  compilation  is  prspared  and  published 
bj  (be  said  Thomas  F.  Gordon,  in  the  manner  pro- 
posed by  him,  and  ^he  sample  annexed  to  the  com- 
minee's  report,  that  Congress  will  take  copies, 
IPiended  the  cost  shall  not  exceed  dollars  per 
eopf. 
Also,  the  following  joint  resolution: 
Resohed  by  the  Senate  and  Houh  of  RepresenUh 
fimrfthe  United  States  of  Jimeriza  in  Congress  of- 
tmkbdj  That  the  Clerk  of  this  House  be  directed 
to  subscribe  for  one  copy  of  Niles's  National  Re- 
gister for  each  county  clerk  in  every  Congressional 
district  in  those  States  in  which  clerks^  offices  are 
etubKshed,  and  one  copy  for  every  officer  in  those 
Stoles  in  which  said  offices  are  not  established,  whose 
daiies  approximate  most  closely  to  the  duties  of  the 
derk<  aforesaid,  and  also  one  copy  of  said  Register 
for  each  membor  of  Congress,  Provided,  the  editor 
of  said  Register  will  agree  to  publish  in,  or  as  a 
part  of  said  work,  under  the  direction  of  tbe 
Speaker  of  this  House,  the  entire  journals  of  both 
Houses  of  Congress,  with  the  yeas  and  nays,  and 
all  questions  decided,  and  at  the  end  of  every  ses- 
sion all  the  laws  passed  and  the  treaties  ratified 
thereat;  and  furnish  the  clerks  and  other  officers 
aforesaid,  and  all  who  are  now  subscribers,  or  may 
hereaiter  become  subscribers  to  said  Register,  with 
one  copy  of  said  journal  and  laws  respectively, 
without  any  addition  lo  the  subscription  price. 

Remiwed,  That  said  subscription  commence  with 
and  inclade  the  journals  and  laws  of  the  present 
Congress. 

ne  resolutioii  having4>een  read  twice,  Mr.  P. 
moved  its  postponement  till  to-morrow;  but  on 
motion  of  Mr.  TOUCEY,  it  was  referred  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  Union. 

The  SPEAKER  laid  before  the  House  a  oom- 
fflunicaiion  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  in 
obedience  to  resolution  of  the  House  of  Repreisen- 
tatives  of  the  llih  instant,  transmitting  copies  ef 
certain  charges  against  Commodore  J.  D.  Elliott, 
bf  Lieut.  Hunter,  dbc.  Ac. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CAMBRELENG,  referred  to 
the  select  committee  appointed  to  investigate 
charges  against  the  Commodore. 

Mr.  WORO,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Landfi.  onade  unfavorable  reports  on  the  petitions 
of  Samael  Norris,  Frederick  Longrain  and  J.  W. 
Perry. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  LINCOLN,  the  Commlttae 
on  the  Pvbttc  Lands  was  diachargad  from  the  fur- 
thir  eonsidtnitloo  of  iha  patiiioii  of  cartain  citigeiis 


of  Wisconsin,  west  of  Mississippi  river,  praying 
for  the  erection  of  a  Penitentiary. 

Mr.  RARIDEN,  from  the  Coip  mittee  on  Pri- 
vate Land  Claims,  made  an  unfavorable  report  on 
the  petition  of  Jesse  H.  Willis. 

Mr.  CRABB,  from  die  same  Committee,  made 
an  unfavorable  reporf  on  the  petition  of  WHliam 
Stringer. 

Mr.  ADAMS,  from  the  Committee  on  Manu- 
factures, made  an  unfavorable  report  on  the  peti- 
tion of  P.  D.  Annable,  and  others,  relative  to  the 
duties  on  starch- 
Mr.  DEBBRRY,  from  the  Committee  on  Agri- 
culture, made  an  unfavorable  report  on  the  peti- 
tion of  Professor  J.  B.  Esby. 

Mr.  CRAIG,  from  the  Committee  on'  Revolu- 
tionary Claims  reported  the  following  resolution, 
which  was  eoncurred  in. 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revolutionary 
Claims  be  discharged  from  the  further  consideration 
of  the  several  meiporials,  petitions,  dbs.  which  are 
now  upon  their  table,  and  unacted  on,  and  that  said 
committee  have  leave  to  place  the  same  in  the 
custody  of  the  Clerk  of  the  House. 

Mr.  COLES,  from  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs,  made  unfavorable  reports  on  the  petition 
of  the  heirs  of  Brockell  Baldwin,  and  the  petition 
of  Mary  W.  Thompson. 

Mr.  McCLELLAN  of  Tennessee,  from  the 
same  committee,  made  an  unfavorable  report  on 
the  petition  of  Joseph  ^Backieys. 

Mr.  McKAY,  from  the  same  committee,  made 
unfavorable  reports  on  the  petitions  of  E.  D.  Peck, 
Henry  Ward,  and  others,  Major  Sylvester  Church- 
hill,  and  Jno.  Delgam. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BRONSON,  the  Committee  on 
Territories  was  discharged  from  the  further  consi- 
deration of  a  certain  memorial  of  the  Legislative 
Council  of  Florida. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  MORGAN,  the  Committee 
on  Revohitionary  Pensions  was  discharged  from 
the  further  consideration  of  the  petitions  of  Doro 
then  B.  Buckner,  David  Caiswell,  Joanna  Smith, 
Susan  Patton,  Catharine  Hay  ward,  Mary  Wil- 
liams, Phebe  Smith,  Margaret  Steele,  Joseph  Ro- 
berts, Abigail  Allen,  and  Joseph  Parker. 

Mr.  JOJHNSON  of  Virginia,  from  the  Commit- 
tee on  Revolutionary  Pensions,  made  an  unfavo- 
rable report  on  the  petition  of  Margaret  Arkins. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  FRY,  the  same  committee  was 
di^Hsharged  from  the  petitions  of  John  Croft,  Bar- 
bara Forbes,  and  Calvin  Goodno. 

Mr.  BOND,  from  the  Committee  on  Revolution- 
ary Pension;!,  made  an  unfavorable  report  on  the 
petition  of  Alexander  Williamson. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  TAYLOR,  the  Committee  on 
Invalid  Pensions  was  discharged  from  the  further 
consideration  of  the  petition  of  Charles  Larrabee, 
and  the  petiuoner  granted  leave  to  withdraw  >is 
papers. 

Also,  made  unfavorable  reports  on  the  petitions 
of  Richaid  B.  Brumfield  and  Capt.  Abraham  N. 
Brevoort. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  STANLY,  the  Committee  on 
Invalid  Pensions  was  discharged  from  the  further 
consideration  of  the  petitions  of  Joseph  M.  Rhea, 
John  Avton,  and  William  Scott. 

Mr.  ALLEN  of  Vermont,  from  the  Committee 
on  Invalid  Pensions,  made  unfavorable  reports  on 
the  petitions  of  Francis  Griffith,  James  Campbell, 
and  Daniel  Fielding. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WILLIAMS  of  Kentucky, 
the  same  committee  was  discharged  from  the  fur- 
ther consideration  of  the  petitions  of  Isaac  Allen, 
Augustine  Bradford,  Martha  Green,  Joseph  Brown, 
Joseph  Rowler,  Thomas  Bronongh,  Elisha  Deming, 
Thomas  Baker,  Moses  Smith,  Merrill  Pillbury,  and 
David  Morse. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  EVANS,  the  Committee  on 
Roads  and  Canals  was  discharged  from  the  further 
consideration  of  the  memorial  of  inhabitants  of  St. 
Augustine,  Florida,  praying  a  donation  of  land  to 
construct  a  railroad  from  St.  Augustine  toPioolata. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McKENNAN,  the  Commit- 
tee on  Roads  and  Canals  was  discharged  from  the 
further  consideration  of  certain  resolutions  of  a 
public  meeting  held  at  Mineral  Point,  Wisconsin, 
asking  for  a  donation  of  land;  and  also  various 
niemotitts  firom  the  Wisconsin  Legislature. 


On  motion  of  Mr.  FLETCHER,  the  Committee 
on  Patents  was  discharged  from  a  resolntion  of  the 
House  asking  an  inquiry  into  the  propriety  of  re- 
funding to  applicants,  for  a  reissue  of  patents,  ^e 
fees  paid  by  the  same. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  ROBINSON,  the  Committee 
of  Patents  was  discharged  from  the  further  con- 
sideration of  the  petition  of  George  Gray. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  MITCHELL,  the  Conrmittee 
of  Invalid  Pensions  was  discharged  from  the  fur- 
ther consideration  of  the  petition  of  Maj.  Thomas 
Harrison;  and  the  pttitioners  granted  leave  to  with- 
draw the  same. 

Mr.  DARLINGTON,  from  the  Committee  of 
Claims,  made  unfavorable  reports  on  the  petitions 
of  McCrae  and  Wakefield,  and  G.  W.  Sanders. 
CIVIL  AND  DIPLOMATIC  BILL. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CAMBRELENG,  the  Hotise 
went  into  Committee  on  the  Union,  Mr.  Bancs  in 
the  Chair,  and  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
'^bill  making  appropriations  for  ths  civil  and  di- 
plomatic expenses  of  Govenment  for  the  year 
1839." 

The  pending  question  was  on  the  uiotion  of  Mr. 
BRONSON  to  reduce  the  appropriation  for  eom« 
pensation  to  the  Board  of  Navy  Commissioners 
one-half,  with  a  view  to  abolish  the  hoard  on  tho 
first  of  July  next. 

Mr.  EVANS,  who  was  entitled  to  the  floor,  de- 
fended the  character  of  the  board,  and  expressed 
his  surprise  at  this  precipitate  proposition  to  abo- 
lish what  had  been  considered  as  one  of  the  most 
important  Departments  of  the  Government,  with- 
aut  a  report  from  a  committee,  without  a  recom- 
mendation; nay,  more;  they  were  told  the  Secreta- 
ry of  the  Navy  desired  to  retain  it.  Were  they, 
without  any  exam ina lion,  scarcely  with  considera- 
tion, but  upon  mere  vague  rumor  and  newspaper 
paragraphs,  to  cut  ofi*  this  branch  of  the  service? 
The  complaints  made  were  not  chargeable  to  the 
Navy  Commissioners,  for  they  were  merely  sub- 
servient to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  and  upon 
him  should  the  responsibility  rest.  He  denied  that 
the  bureau  system  would  be  more  effective  than  the 
present  board,  or  that  it  would  produce  a  more  di- 
rect responsibility.  Mr.  E.  then  went  on  to- an* 
swer  the  charges  brought  against  this  board.' 

Mr.  MALLORY,  in  reply,  said  the  gentleman 
had  substantially  proved  the  truth  of  every  allega- 
tion made  b/  Mr.  M.  and  others;  for,  in  the  course 
of  his  remarks  he  had  cited  a  number  of  docn« 
ments  which  had  escaped  Mr.  M.  all,  he  found, 
going  to  substantiate  them.  Mr.  MALLoav  then 
addressed  the  committee  at  considerable  length  in 
opposition  to  the  continuance  of  this  board,  and 
gave  the  details  of  a  plan  he  adverted  to  a  day  or 
two  ago,  viz:  the  establishment  of  a  system  of 
bureaus. 

Mr.  JENIFER  opposed  the  amendment, with 
much  earnestness  though  he  pledged  himself  if  it 
could  be  proven  that  this  board  was  useless,  aud  a 
better  substitute  were  presented,  he  would  vote  for 
it;  but  the  proposed  way  of  abolishing  was  insidioui 
in  its  effect,  ill  timed,  and  ill  placed. 

Mr.  KENNEDY  then  obtained  the  floor,  hut 
gave  way  to 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG,  on  whose  motion  the 
above  bill  was  laid  aside,  and  the  committee  took 
up  and  considered  the  bill  to  extend  the  time  of 
issuing  the  balance  of  the  Treasury  notes  autho- 
rized by  the  bill  of  last  session. 

The  committee  then  rose  and  reported  the  above 
bill  without  amendment,  and  it  was  ordered  to  be 
read  a  third  time  on  Monday. 

On  motion. 

The  House  adjourned. 


IN  SENATE, 
Monday,  February  18,  1B39. 

The  PRESIENT  presented  a  communication  in 
relation  to  the  condition  of  the  Bank  of  Mineral^ 
Point,  in  the  Territory  of  Wisconsin:  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Finance,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

Also,  a  preamble  and  resolutions  of  the  conren- 
tion  of  delegates  lately  in  session  at  St.  Josephs, 
Florida,  praying  Congress  to  pass  a  law  to  remedy . 
ceriain  evils  conoeeted  with  banking  and  other  in- 
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0oiporatioii8;  which  were  ordered  to  be  printed,  and 
Ue  on  the  table. 

Mr.  WALL  preaented  docomenta  showing  the 
number  of  aoits  on  the  trial  docketa  of  the  cireait 
and  district  coarts  of  the  Uoited  Statea  for  the  ae- 
vcDth  circuit,  during  the  laift  three  years;  which 
were  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  R17GGLES  presented  a  petition  of  a  num* 
ber  of  citizens  of  New  York,  praying  the  establish- 
ment of  a  fog  bell  in  Long  island  Sound;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

Also,  a  pet'tion  of  Jones  Shaw  for  the  benefit  of 
drawback  on  certain  exported  hemp;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

Mr.  SEVIER  presented  the  petition  of  Ira  A. 
Sabin,  to  be  allowed  a  pre-emption  right  to  a  tract 
of  land;  and 

A  document  showing  the  necessity  of  an  increase 
of  clerks  in  the  office  of  the  Surveyor  General  of 
the  district  of  Arkansas; 

Which  were  severally  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  the  Public  Lands. 

Mr,  LINN  presented  a  petition  of  the  half  breeds 
of  the  Sac  and  Fox  Indians,  praying  Congress  to 
confirm  a  certain  law  of  the  Legislative  Council  of 
the  Territory  of  Wisconsin;  which  was  referred  lo 
the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs. 

Mr.  FULTON  presented  certain  resolutions  of 
the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Arkansas,  asking 
the  establishment  of  ports  of  entry  at  Little  Rock 
and  Van  Buren,  in  that  State;  which  were  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Comnierce. 

Also,  resolutions  of  the  General  Assembly  of 
Arkansas  in  relation  to  the  relinquishment  of  the 
sixteenth  section  adjoining  Fort  Smith,  and  to  ob- 
tain the  confirmation  of  titles  to  lands  under  Spa. 
nish  confirmations;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com 
mittee  on  the  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  BENTON  presented  a  memorial  of  the  Le- 
gislative Council  of  Florida,  praying  the  passage  of 
a  law  authorizing  the  enrolment  of  volnnieers  for 
the  defence  of  that  Territorj;  which  were  ordered 
to  be  printed.     . 

Mr.  YOUNG  presented  a  petition  from  a  number 
of  citizens  residing  in  the  Itock  river  country,  in 
Illinois,  for  the  establishment  of  a  new  land  office; 
which,  after  some  remarks  from  Messrs.  YOUNG, 
CLAY  of  Alabama,  and  LINN,  was  ordered  to  lie 
ou  the  table. 

Mr.  DAVJS,  from  the  Committee  on  Commerce, 
to  which  was  referred  an  act  for  the  relief  of 
Isaac  Lilley,  reported  the  same  without  amend- 
ment. 

Also  an  act  for  the  relief  of  Samuel  Hoffman, 
with  an  amendment. 

Mr.  NORVELL,  from  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce, to  which  was  referred  an  act  for  the  relief 
of  the  assignees  of  Jacob  Clements,  deceased,  re- 
ported the  same  without  amendment. 

Mr.  ROB  BINS,  from  the  Committee  on  the  part 
of  the  Senate  acting  jointly  with  the  committee  ap- 
pointed on  the  part  of  the  House,  on  the  Smith-' 
sonian  bequest,  submitted  certain  resolutions  there- 
on; which. were  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  R.  from  the  same  committee,  reported 

A  bill  providing  for  the  disposition  and  manage- 
ment of  the  fund  bequeated  to  the  United  States, 
in  trust,  by  James  Smitfason,  of  London,  for  the 
establishment  of  an  institution  for  the  increase  and 
difl'osion  of  knowledge  among  men;  and 

A  bill  to  provide  for  the  disposal  and  manage- 
ment of  the  fund  bequeathed  by  James  SmithiMin 
to  the  United  States,  for  the  establishment  of  an  in- 
atitution  for  the  increase  and  diff'usion  of  know- 
ledge among  men. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  Revolutionary 
Claims,  adverse  to  the  petition  of  Preserved  Clapp, 
was  considered  and  agreed  to. 

The  following  having  been  engrossed,  were  seve- 
rally read  a  third  time  and  passed: 

The  bill  to  incorporate  Georgetown  College,  in 
the  District  of  Columbia; 

The  bill  supplemental  to  the  "act  granting  cer- 
tain city  lota  to  the  corporation  of  the  Columbian 
College  for  the  purposes  therein  mentioned,**  ap- 
proved July  14,  1833; 

The  bill  to  extend  the  jurisdiction  of  the  corpora- 
tion of  the  city  of  Washington  over  the  Potomac 
bridge,  Ac;  and 


The  joint  resolution  authorizing  the  opening  of 
an  alley  and  the  execution  of  certain  deeds  in  the 
city  of  Washington. 

Mr.  LINN,  from  the  Committee  on  Indian  Af- 
fairs, to  which  was  referred  the  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Susan  Gratiot,  administratrix  of  Charles  Graiiot, 
deceased,  reported  the  same  without  amendment. 

Mr.  RIVES,  fiiom  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Afl^airs,  to  which  was  referred  an  act  to  authorize 
the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  purchase  a  tract  of 
land  belonging  to  the  heirs  of  John  Harris,  de- 
ceased, reported  the  same  without  amendment. 

Mr.  FULTON,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Pub- 
lic Lands,  to  which  was  referred  an  act  for  the  re- 
lief of  Parish  Carter  and  the  heirs  of  Charles  Wil- 
liams, deceased,  reported  the  same  without  amend- 
ment. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Mira  Alexander  was 
read  the  second  time;  and  on  the  question  of  its 
engrossment,  aAer  a  discussion  in  which  Messrs. 
CRITTENDEN,  NILES,  HUBBARD,  MORRIS, 
CALHOUN,  NORVELL,  PIERCE,  and  WHITE, 
participated,  it  was  decided  in  the  affirmative — 
yeas  18,  nays  17,  as  follows: 

YEAS>-Messrs.  Bayard,  Clay  of  Kentucky, 
Clayton,  Crittenden,  Fulton,  Linn,  Merrick,  Nor- 
vell,  Rives,  Roane,  Robbins,  Robinson,  Smith  of 
Indiana,  Tallmadge,  Walker,  White,  Williams  of 
Mississippi,  and  Young — 18. 

NAYS-^Messrs.  Allen,  Brown,  Calhoun,  Clay 
of  Alabama,  Hubbard,  King,  Lyon,  Morris,  Mou- 
ton,  Niles,  Pierce,  Prentiss,  Smith  of  Connecticut, 
Strange,  Wall,  Williams  of  Maine,  and  Wright — 
17. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  PIERCE,  the  petition  bf  the 
widow  of  James  B.  Spaffbrd,  a  Revolutionary  pen- 
sioner, was  recommitted  to  the  Committee  on 
Pensions. 

Mr.  MOUTON  said  that,  before  taking  up  the 
order  of  the  day,  he  begged  to  be  permitted  to  pre- 
sent certain  resolutions  from  the  Legislature  of  the 
State  of  Louisiana,  adverse  to  the  Independent 
Treasury  system,  and  in  favor  of  a  National  Bank. 
He  had  received  these  resolutions  last  evening  by 
the  express  mail,  and  felt  anxious  to  lay  them  b5- 
fore  the  Senate  at  the  first  opportunity.  These  re- 
solutions involved  great  and  important  principles 
of  policy,  and  constitutional  questions  of  vital  in- 
terest to  the  country^.  He  would  not  take  up  the 
time  of  the  Senate  in  discu»ing  their  merits;  this 
was  a  question  altogether  with  him  and  the  LegU- 
laturt  of  Louisiana,  and,  differing  with  them,  he 
intended  to  address  them  a  letter  giving  his  views. 
He  moved  that  they  might  be  read  and  printed. 

The  resolutions  were  then  read,  and  ordered  to 
be  printed. 

The  bill  for  the  armed  occupation  and  settle- 
ment of  Florida;  and 

The  bill  in  addition  to  an  act  to  promote  the 
useful  arts; 

Were  severally  read  a  aeeond  time,  anil  ordered 
to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading; 

The  bill  more  efiecually  to  secure  nublic  money 
in  tha  hands  of  officers  and  agents  of  the  Govern- 
ment, and  to  punish  public  defaulters  was  taken 
up. 

The  amendments  submitted  by  the  committee 
were  considered  and  adopted. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  substitute 
offered  by  Mr.  RIVES;  and  after  some  remarks 
from  Messrs  RIVES,  WRIGHT,  and  CALHOUN, 
the  substitute  was  rejected— yeas  15,  nays  S7,  as 
follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Bayard,.  Clay  of  Kentucky, 
Davis,  Knight,  McKean,  Merrick,  Prentiss,  Rives, 
Buggies,  Smith  of  Indiana,  Spence,  Swift,  Tall- 
madge,  Webster,  and  White*— 15. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Brown,  Bucha- 
nan, Calhoun,  Clay  of  Alabama,  Fulton,  Hubbard, 
King,  Linn,  Lyon,  Mou  ton,  Nicholas,  Niles, 
Nor  veil,  Pierce,  Roane,  Robinson,  Sevier,  Smith 
of  Connecticut,  Strange,  Walker,  Wall,  Williams 
of  Maine,  Williams  of  Mississippi,  Wright,  and 
Young— 27. 

The  question  then  recurring  the  question  of  en- 
grossing the  bill,  after  some  remarks  from  Messrs. 
CALHOUN  and  TALLMADGE,  the  lat- 
ter  offered  to  amend  the  bill,  by  providing 
that  wh^n  the  coUectors  shall  depoaite  the  public 


money  in  any  bank,  they  ^all  depoeite  it  at  tha  ae* 
dit  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  Stales. 

The  question  was  taken  on  this  amendment,  and- 
it  was  lost — ayes  30,  noea  93,  as  follows: 

YEAS — ^Messrs.  Bayard,  Clay  of  Keatnckr 
Cnitendeo,  Davis,  Knight,  McKean,  Meniek' 
Nicholas,  Prentiss,  Rives,  Robinson,  Rogalo^ 
Sevier,  Smith  of  Indiana,  Spence,  SvlA,  Tall- 
madge,  Webster,  White,  and  Youag— 20. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Biown,  Bocha- 
nan.  Clay  of  Alabama,  Fulton,  Hubbard,  KiDg, 
Linn,  Lyon,  Morris,  Mouton,  Niles,  Norveli, 
Pierce,  Roane,  Smith  of  Connecticnt,  Strann, 
Walker,  WaU;  Williams  of  Maine,  WilUautt  of 
Mississippi,  and  Wright — 22. 

Mr.  CLAY  then  moved  that  the  Senate  ad- 
journ, which  motion  waa  decided  in  the  ncfati?e. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  ordering  tht 
bill  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading,  and  itwu 
carried — ^yeas  26,  nays  16,  aa  follows 

YEAS.— Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Browa,  Boeha- 
nan,  Clay  of  Alabama,  Fultoii,  Hubbard,  King, 
Linn,  Lyon,  Mouton,  Nicholas,  Niles,  NorreU, 
Pierce,  Roane,  Robinson,  Sevier,  Smith  of  Cob* 
necticut.  Strange,  Walker,  Wall,  Willians  of 
Maine,  Williams  of  Mississippi,  .Wright,  aid 
Young— 26. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Bayard,  Clay  of  Kentoeky, 
Crittenden,  Davis,  Knight,  McKean,  Merrick, 
Pricntiss,  Rives,  Ruggles,  Smith  of  Indiana,  Speoct, 
Swin,  Tallmadge,  Webster,  and  White— 16. 

The  Senate  then  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES, 
Monday,  February  18, 1839. 

Mr.  MALLORY  asked  leave  tu  submit  the  fol- 
lowing resolution: 

Aetofeed,  That  for  the  more  effectual  execntioa  < 
of  the  ministerial  duties  of  the  Navy  Depaitmeat, 
the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  be  directed  to  report  to  ^ 
this  House,  at  the  commencement  of  the  next  CSod- 
gress,  a  plan  for  the  reorganization  of  this  brancb 
of  the  public  service,  adopung  as  the  basis  of  hit 
plan  the  division  of  those  duties  now  performed  by 
the  Board  of  Commissioners,  and  their  assignmeat 
to  separate  bureaus. 

Objection  being  made, 

Mr.  M.  moved  a  auspension  of  the  rules;  whiek 
was  agreed  to — ayes  106,  noes  26;  and  the  resolo- 
tion  being  received, 

Mr.  M.  moved  its  present  consideration;  but 

At  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  EVANS,  who  inti- 
mated his  intention  to  prepare  some  amendmeati 
to  it,  the  resolution  was  laid  o  rer  till  to-morrow. 

This  being  petition  day, 

Mr.  CAMBRELENQ  suggested  that  all  peti- 
tions on  the  subject  of  Abolition  be  excluded. 

Mr.  ADAMS  said  he  had  some  four  hundred  pe- 
titions to  present,  about  some  of  which  there  might 
be  doubts  as  to  whether  they  related  to  Abolition 
or  not;  and  how  wiis  the  question  to  be  decided? 

The  CHAIR  said  the  motion  of  Mr.  C.  was  oat 
of  order. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  then  moved  that  those 
members  who  had  petitions  to  present,  deliver  them 
at  the  clerk^s  table,  and  that  they  be  entered  on  tiit 
journal  as  though  formally  presented.  By  this 
course,  nearly  a  whole  day  would  be  gained  for  the 
business  of  the  House. 

Mr.  PICKENS  protested  against  establishiBt 
such  a  precedent,  for  it  was  in  violation  of  tbeic 
rights  and  their  respectability. 

Mr.  TILLINGHAST,  Mr.  LINCOLN,  and 
Mr.  ROBERTSON  opposed  the  motion. 

The  CHAIR  referred  to  the  journal  of  last  net- 
sion,  when  a  similar  order  was  adopted* 

Mr.  ADAMS  said  that  resolution   was  adopted 
on  the  2d  of  July,  only  five  dajrs  before  the  ad-  • 
journment  of  Congress. 

Mr.  C.  H.  WILLIAMS  moved  to  suspend  tha 
rules  to  receive  Mr.  Cambrbleng^s  motion. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  of  Massachoaetts  moved  to  lay 
that  motion  on  the  table.    Lost, 

Mr.  ADAMS  then  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays 
on  the  motion  lo  suspend,  bnt  they  were  refused, 
and  the  motion  was  agreed  to-— ayes  108,  noea  4S. 

Mr.  INGHAM,  on  leavey  front  the  CommillM 
on  Naval  Affiurs,  reported,  wkhoat  Maeodneat, 
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ftDate  bill  to  resalate  the  pay  of  masters  in  the 

wn- 

Mr.  PARMENTER  asked  l<*a7e  to  more  to  print 
tbe  proceedings  of  Ihe  Democratic  porflon  of  the 
MassacbOJtetts  Legislature  on  the  sabject  of  an  In* 
dependent  Treasnrj;  bat  it  was  objected  to. 

The  following  petitions  were  specially  brought  to 
the  notice  of  the  reporter: 

Mr.  DOTV  pre5eQted  a  statement  of  the  condi- 
lioD  and  staoding  of  the  Bank  of  Mineral  Point,  in 
Wiscoosin,  made  by  a  committee  of  the  Legisla- 
tive Assembly,  which  is  as  follows: 

**The  annexed  ia  a  statement  of  the  condition  of 
tbe  Bank  of  JVlineral  Point,  January  4,  1839,  as 
taton  rroin  the  report  of  the  committee: 
Discounted  biUs  ...    |65,848  58 

SBCarilie<5  -        -        -      14,495  40 

CoQ&i^Dt  expenses         ...        i,007  37 
Advances  on  lead  «        •        .        0,730  13 

ftofiiand  loFs.  ...  77  41 

Cash- 
United  States  Treasury  notes  f  7,995  37 
Iflinois,  Missoari,  and  New 

York  bank  notes  17,558  00 

8^  in  bank  36,444  44 

Gorporaiion  notes  1,494  00 

Gash  items  6,006  67 

69,498  48 

Banking-house  and  furtiture       -        •      3»33l  01 
Bank  of  Wisconsin  ...      5,590  68 

Branch  of  Illinois  Sta'e  Bank  at  Ga- 

koa     -        -        -        -        -        -         870  75 

Adrances  on  public  buildings    •       -        908  13 
0?erdrafis 5,187  80 


1175,545  62 

Capital  stoek  ...  ]^100,000  00 

DiKooat  receired  .           .            -  743  64 

Cireaiatiott  -            -           -  53,075  00 

Depadte3  -            -           -  31,716  98 

1175,545  62 

The  committee  close  the  report  as  follows: 

''Ffoma  fall  and  particuhir  investigation  of  its 
Imks  and  funds,  amd  from  the  statements  of  its 
cashier,  under  oaib,  as  well  as  from  the  general 
eonfidence  of  the  community  in  which  it  is  placed, 
yoBT  sommittee  unhesitatingly  express  the  belief 
that  the  Bank  of  Mineral  Point  is  in  a  sound  and 
safe  condition." 

Mr.  D.  als^  presented  the  petition  of  citizens  of 
ViscoDsoo,  to  establish  a  post  route  from  South- 
port  to  PoxTiile,  and  a  post  office  at  Utica.  Also, 
two  petitions  of  inhabitants  of  Wisconsin,  praying 
that  a  harbor  may  be  constructed  at  Milwaukie. 

Mr.  OBAPMA.N  of  Alabama  presented  the  me- 
Boiial  of  the  Legislature  of  Alabama,  asking  an 
ezieosioo  of  the  provisions  of  the  pre-enption  law 
of  Jane,  1838,  so  as  to  include  certain  citizens  who 
ftre  eqaitabiy  entitled,  but  not  embraced  by  said 
aci:  referred  to  the  Ck>mmittee  on  the  Pablic  Lands. 
Also,  the  petition  of  certain  citizens  of  Cherokee 
eoiniy,  Alabama,  also  for  an  extension  of  the  pro- 
TjsiOBi  of  the  preemption  law  lor  the  benefit  of 
seferal  clasBes  of  >ettlers  who  are  equitably  enti- 
tled: leferred  to  the  same  committee.  Also,  the  pe- 
tiiioB  of  oeruin  citizens  residing  on  the  section  of 
pobiic  land  where  it  is  supposed  the  Selma  and 
Teoaessee  Railroad  will  terminate,  at  Qnnter*s 
l4Adine,  on  the  Tennessee  river,  wh6  are  entitled 
to  pre-emptions,  giving  their  assent  to  an  act  of 
Congress  graniing  the  said  section  to  said  railroad 
eonpany,  and  asking  a  right  of  preemption  else- 
where in  litu  thereof:  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
the  Public  Lands.  Also,  the  petition  of  Elishai 
KoQtand,  Robert  J.  Kennedy  and  Madison  E. 
Lewis,  of  Alabama,  praying  each  a  right  of  pre- 
option ift  liea  of  those  of  which  they  have 
heM  deprived:  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Pablic  Lands.  Also,  the  petition  of  Charles  Tay- 
l^,of  Madi!«on  county,  Alabama,  also  for  a  right 
of  pie-emptioii:  referred  to  the  Committee  en  the 
Pdblie  Lands.  A  Iso,  the  petition  of  CapL  Matthew 
CSaai  and  Capt.  James  Lamar,  lately  commanding 
companies  in  the  service  of  the  United  State?,  in 
ihicaijgratMmof  the  Cbeiokees,  praying  to  have 
ntedcd  noaey.  ezpend«d  by  them  for  provisioiia, 


dkc.  for  their  companies  before  they  were  mastered 
into  service,  and  furnished  by  the  Government:  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Military  Aflairs.  Also, 
a  memorial  of  the  Legislature  of  Alabama,  asking 
Congress  to  relinquish  the  Muscle  Shoal  Canal,  on 
the  Tennessee  river,  to  said  State:  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Roads  and  Canals. 

Mr.  FLETCHBR  of  Verment  psesented  sundry 
resolutions  of  the  inhabitants  of  Montpelier,  Wash- 
ington county.  State  of  Vermont,  and  its  vicinity, 
in  convention  assembled  on  the  17th  of  December, 
1838,  and  adjourned  to  the  29th  of  the  same 
month,  upon  the  wanton  and  barbarous  attack  on 
the  steamer  Caroline,  the  neutrality  law,  and  the 
difficulties  on  the  Canadian  frontiers,  and  moved 
hat  the  same  be  committed  to  the  Committee  on 
Foreign  Affairs,  and  be  printed.  Also,  the  petition 
^Joseph  Brown,  praying  for  an  increase  of  pen- 
sion, and  moved  that  the  same  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Invalid  Pensions.  Also,  the  petition 
of  John  Nelson  and  numerous  inhabitants  of  Rye- 
gate,  county  of  Caledonia,  and  Slate  of  Vermont, 
praying  for  the  abolition  of  slavery  in  the  District 
of  Columbia,  and  in  Florida  the  traffic  in  slaves, 
admission  of  States  into  the  Union,  recognising  sla- 
very, and  the  annexation  of  Texas  to  the  Union. 
Also,  the  petition  of  Walter  Harvey  and  numerous 
inhabitants  of  Barnet,  same  county  and  State, 
praying  for  the  same  oblecls. 

Mr.  HALEY  presented  the  petition  of  one  hun- 
dred and  sixteen  citizens  of  New  London,  Connec- 
ticut, praying  that  no  State  be  admitted  into*  the 
Union  whose  constitution  tolerates  slavery,  and  to 
reject  alt  application.^  or  propositions  for  the  annex- 
ation of  Texas  to  the  United  Slates.  Also,  the 
petition  of  one  hundred  and  six  citizens  of  New 
London,  Connecticut,  praying  for  the  abolition  of 
slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia  and  in  the  Ter- 
ritory of  Florida,  and  to  prohibit  the  traffic  in  hu- 
man beings  in  the  States;  and  the  petition  pf  forty- 
eight  citizens  of  Windham  county,  in  Connecticut, 
praying  that  Congress  will  not  admit  any  new  State 
into  the  Union  whose  constitution  admits  slavery, 
and  to  reject  all  applications  and  propositions  for 
the  annexation  of  Texas  to  the  United  States. 
Also,  the  petition  of  a  number  of  citizens  of  Pom- 
fret,  in  Connecticut,  praying  for  the  immediate 
abolition  of  slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia 
and  in  the  Territory  of  Florida,  and  to  prohibit  the 
triffic  in  human  beings  in  the  Slates.  Also,  the 
petition  of  Mrs.  Amy  Brown,  praying  for  a  pension 
in  consequence  of  services  rendered  by  her  father, 
Nathaniel  Adams,  in  the  Revolutionary  war,  and 
was  slain  in  battle  at  Fort  Qriswold,  in  Connec- 
ticut. 

Mr.  HARPER  presented  the  petition  of  John 
Jamison  and  42  men,  and  Rebecca  Jamison  and 
31  women,  of  Na&hua  city,  Ohio,  remonstrating 
against  the  annexation  of  Texas.  Also,  the  peti- 
tion of  John  Jamison  and  33  males,  and  Rebecca 
Jamison  and  31  females,  of  Nashua  city,  Ohio, 
praying  for  the  abolition  of  slavery  in  the  District 
of  Columbia. 

Mr.  HENRY  presented  the  petition  of  a  num- 
ber of  the  citizens  of  Beaver  county,  Pennsylva- 
via,  for  the  establii'hment  of  a  national  armory 
at  the  falls  of  Bewer  river,  in  said  county:  refers 
red  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of 
the  Union.  Also,  llie  petition  of  a  number  of  the 
citizens  or  Mercer  county,  Pennsylvania,  praying 
OoBgrass  to  abolish  slavery  in  the  Di^triet  of  Co- 
lumbia, the  slave  trade  between  the  States,  and  ta 
erohibit  the  admission  of  any  new  State  into  the 
Tnion  the  coubtitulion  of  which  tolerates  slavery. 
Also,  the  petition  of  a  number  of  the  citizens  of 
Beaver  county,  Pennsylvania,  praying  Congress 
to  abolish  slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia  and 
the  Territories^  also,  the  slave  trade  between  the 
States,  and  to  prohibit  any  new  State  into  the 
Union  the  cod^titution  of  which  tolerates  slavery. 

Mr.  GRAHAM  of  Indiana  presented  a  petition 
signed  by  George  M.  Proffit  and  one  hundred  and 
thirty-five  other  members  of  the  Legislature  of  the 
State  of  Indjana,  also  the  Governor  and  the  Board 
of  Internal  Improvement  of  said  State,  (certified  by 
the  Secretary  of  State  to  be  genuine,)  praying  Con- 
gress to  appoint  competent  engineeis  to  examine 
the  surveys  made  by  the  Jeffersonville  and  New 
AU>any  Canal  company,  and  to  grant  such  addi- 


tional aid  to  said  company  as  may  be  deemed 
proper  to  carry  into  effect  the  object  of  said  com- 
panyi  which  was  referred  to  the  Comoiittee  on 
Roadbs  and  Canals.  Also,  the  petition  of  laaao 
Dun  and  ninety-four  other  citizens  of  States  border- 
ing on  the  Ohio  liver,  praying  Congress  to  appoint 
competent  engineers  to  examine  the  surveys  made 
by  the  Jeffersonville  and  New  Albany  Canal  com- 
pany, and  that  .^uch  additional  aid-  be  granted  by 
Congress  as  may  be  deemed  proper;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Roads  and  Canals, 
Also,  the  petition  of  James  Chambers  and  one  hun- 
dred and  twenty  other  citizens  of  Washington 
county,  Indiana,  praying  Congress  to  make  certain 
grants  to  citizens  of  the  United  States  who  may 
make^aettlements  and  become  permanent  residents 
in  the  territory  of  the  United  States  west  of  the 
Rocky  mountains. 

Mr.  DUNN  presented  the  petition  of  John  Era 
bank  and  forty-eight  ether  citizens  of  Indiana, 
praying  for  the  abolition  of  slavery  in  the  District 
of  Columbia. 

Mr.  YEIX  introduced  the  following  memorials, 
petitions,  &c.  from  the  Legislature  of  the  State 
of  Arkansas:  asking  the  relinquishment  of  the  16th 
section,  in  township  8  north,  range  32  west,  for  the 
benefit  of  the  garrison  at  Fort  Smith;  for  an  appro- 
priation for  the  Memphis  road,  and  to  make  Little 
Rock  and  Van  Buren  ports  of  entry;  and  a  petition 
from  sundry  citizens  of  Arkansas,  praying  the  esta- 
blishment of  a  mail  route  from  Greenville  to  Man- 
chester, in  Clark  county,  Arkansas. 

Mr.  HARRISON  presented  petitions  and  me- 
morials of  the  Legislature  of  Missouri,  asking  the 
passage  of  a  la'v  requiring  the  Commissioner  of 
the  General  Land  Office,  or  the  Register  of  the  land 
district,  to  furnish  to  each  pnrchaBer{a  copy  of  the 
field  notes  of  the  land  purchased;  memorial,  asking 
an  appropriation  to  remoro  obstructions  at  the 
month  of  the  Desmoines  river;  a  paper  from  Sum'! 
Oladney  to  accompany  his  petition  for  a  pre-emp- 
tion right;  the  petition  of  sundry  citizens  of  Ma- 
rion, Clark  and  Lewis  counties,  praying  the  esta- 
blishment of  a  post  route  therein  mentioned,  to- 
gether with  a  remonstrance  against  the  same,  by 
many  other  citizens  of  the  same  counties.  Peti- 
tion of  Abner  J.  Adair,  administrator  of  Wyatt 
Adkins,  for  remuneration  for  depredations  com- 
mitted by  the  Osage  Indians. 

Mr.  TAYLOR  presented  the  petition  of  Levi 
Carr,  oi  the  town  of  Manlius,  New  York,  for 
an  invalid  pension.  Also,  the  petition  of  Asa 
Merrill  and  10  others  of  the  same  town,  and 
sojdiers  of  the  Revolution,  praying  for  an  in- 
crease of  pension. 

Mr.  JACKSON  of  New  York  presented  a  peti- 
tion from  sundry  citizens  of  the  port  of  Sag  Har- 
bor, asking  for  an  appropriation  to  erect  a  light- 
house on  Gardiner's  Island,  Suffolk  county;  New 
York. 

Mr.  BICKNELL  presented  a  petition  to  esta- 
blish a  post  road  from  Wampsville,  in  Madison 
county,  New  York,  by  Lenox  Furnace,  to  Cawas- 
selon  Creek:  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Post 
Office  and  Post  Roads. 

Mr.  DAVEE  presented  the  petitions  of  Cyrus 
Packard  and  36  others,  of  Blanchard,  Maine;  of 
John  Shaw  and  85  others  of  Exeter,  Maine;  -and  of 
Nancy  G.  Norcross  and  337  other  women  of  the 
city  of  Bangor,  Maine,  praying  Congress  not  to  ad- 
mit any  new  State  into  the  Union  whose  constitu- 
tion  tolerates  slavery,  and  to  reject  all  applications 
for  the  annexation  of  Texas  to  the  United  States; 
and  further  pray  that  a  select  committee  may  be 
appointed  before  whom  the  petitioners  may  be 
heard  in  person  or  by  counsel.  Also,  the  petitions 
of  Cyrus  Packard  and  37  others,  of  Blanchard, 
Maine;  of  Susan  K.  Garnsey  and  367  other  wo- 
men of  the  city  of  Bangor,  Maine,  praying  that 
Congress  would  immediately  abolish  slavery  in  the 
District  of  Columbia  and  in  the  Territory  of  Flori- 
da, and  to  prohibit  the  traffic  in  human  beings  be- 
tween the  several  Stales;  which  petitions  were  se^ 
verally  laid  upon  the  table  under  the  order  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  of  the  13th  of  Decem- 
ber, 1838.  Also,  the  petition  of  John  Palmer  and 
others,  praying  for  a  new  mail  route  fipom  Palmer's 
Comer,  in  Comville,  to  Anson  village,  Maine; 
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which  was  referred  to  th«  ComiaiUee  on  the  Post 
Office  and  Post  R.ads. 

Mr.  PARMENTER  presented  sundry  resolutions 
adopted  by  one  btindred  and  seventy  tnembers  of 
the  two  branches  of  the  Massachusetts  Legislature, 
constituting  nearly  one-third  of  thai  bod^,  express- 
ing their  wishes  that  the  Independent  Treasury  bill 
should  be  passed  into  a  law,  and  declaring  their 
confidence  in  the  President  of  the  United  States  and 
the  National  Administration,  and  approbation  of 
their  measures  and  policy:  referred  to  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union.  Mr.  P. 
also  presented  the  petition  of  Francis  Tinker  and 
fiU4  others,  male  and  female  adults  of  Ashby,  in 
the  State  of  Massachusetts,  praying  that  all 
orders  of  the  Hoube  restricting  the  right  of 
petition  on  any  su^ect  may  be  rescinded.  Also, 
the  etition  of  Josiah  Kendall  and  others,  of  Dun- 
stable, Massachusetts,  for  the  same  object. 
Petiiion  of  Micajah  Bowers  and  12  others,  of 
Chelmsford,  Massachusetts,  for  the  same  object. 
Petition  of  Benjamin  Spalding  and  3%  other  msn, 
and  PoUy^  F.  P.  Spalding  and  35  other  Women,  of 
Chelmsford,  Massachusetts,  for  the  same  object. 
Petition  of  Mary  S.  P.  Hay  ward  and  78  other  wo- 
men of  Ashby,  for  the  abolition  of  slavery  in  t^e 
District  of  Columbia,  and  of  the  slave  trade  be- 
tween the  States  of  the  Union.  Petition  of  Eliza-> 
beih  A.  Moulton  and  100  other  women  of  Marlbo- 
ro, for  the  same  object.  Petition  of  Henry  Wave, 
jr.  and  103  other  citizens  of  Cambridge,  praying 
that  all  orders  of  the  House  restricting  the  nght  of 
petition  may  be  rescinded.  Petition  of  Lucy  Qil- 
more  and  132  others,  of  Cambridge,  for  the  same 
object.  Petition  of  Isaac  H.  Bowman  and  24 
others,  and  Lucy  A.  B.  Brawner  and  44  other  wo- 
men, for  the  same  object. 

Mr.  JOHNSON  of  Louisiana  presented  the  peti- 
tion of  T.  J.  Durant  and  James  Foazer,  of  Louisi- 
ana, soliciting  a  grant  of  land  in  the- said  State  for 
the  purpose  of  cultivating  thereon  the  Morua  Mul- 
ticaulis,  or  Chinese  Mulberry  Tree,  and  raising  silk 
worms,  and  manufacturing  silk;  which  was  refer- 
red to  the  Committee  oa  Agriculture. 

Mr.  RIDQWAY  presentid  a  petition  signed  by 
Slocnm  Hawland,  and  twenty-five  other  respecta- 
ble citizens  of  Cayuga  county,  New  York.  They 
respectfully  pray  the  two  branches  of  Congress  im- 
mediately to  abolish  slavery  cttid  the  slave  trade  in 
the  District  of  Columbia,  and  tnose  Territories 
where  the  same  practice- exists;  and  sb  to  exercise 
their  constitutional  powers,  vested  in  them  **to 
regulate  commerce  among  the  slave  States,**  as 
entirely  to  prohibit  the  domestic  slave  trade;  which 
petition,  under  the  «rder  of  the  House  of  Decem- 
ber 12tb,  1838,  was  laid  on  the  table.  Also,  a  pe- 
tition signed  by  Sloeum  Hawland,  and  twenty-five 
other  citizens,  also  from  the  same  sectictn  -  of  New 
York  State,  who  respectfull|r  petition  Cengress  not 
to  admit  any  new  Siaie  to  this  Union  whose  con- 
stitution tolerates  domestic  slavery,  and  promptly 
to  reject  all  proposals  for  the  annexation  of  Texas 
to  this  Union,  from  whatever  source  they  may 
come.  That  part  of  the  petiiion  which  relates  to 
domestic  slavery  wa^  laid  on  the  table,  under  the 
rule  of  the  House  of  Deeegiber  I3(h,  1838;  and 
that  part  which  relates  to  the  annexation  of  TexAs 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs. 
Also,  a  petition  signed  by  20  females  and  43  males, 
aH  of  age,  from  Mount  Qilead,  Marion  county, 
Ohio.  They  respectfully  ask  the  two  branches  oi 
Congress  to  exercise  their  constitutional  powers  for  , 
the  abolition  of  slvrery  in  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia; which  was  laid  on  the  table,  under  the  rule  of 
the  House  of  December  12th,  1838. 

Mr.  EVERETT  asked  leave  of  the  House  to 
offer  a  resolution,  which  was  read  to  the  Hoyse 
as  follows: 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be  directed 
to  lay  before  this  Hotise  a  statement  of  the  pro- 
ceedings of  his  Department,  in  the  execution  of 
the  first  and  second  provisions  of  the  4th  article  of 
the  treaty  of  the  1st  November,  1837,  with  the 
Winnebago  Indians,  and  copies  of  all  correspon- 
dence relating  thereto;  and,  also,  a  statement  of  any 
information  received  relating  to  any  speculation  or 
alleged  misconduct  of  ar^  person  or  persons  em- 
ployed in  the  execution  of  the  said  provisions;  and 
copies  0f  all  correjipondence  relating  thereto. 


Objection  being  made  to  its  reception  at  that 
time, 

Mr.  E.  moved  a  suspension  of  the  rules  to  ena- 
ble him  to  do  so,  but  the  House  refused. 

The  unfinished  business  of  the  morning  hour 
was  then  resumed,  being  the  report  of  the  Select- 
Committee  on  the  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  HARRISON  of  Missouri  resumed,  and  con- 
cluded his  remarks  in  reply  to  Mr.  ROBERTSON; 
when  Mr.  PARKER  obtained  the  door,  but  gave 
way  to  Mr.  CAMBRELENG,  on  whose  motion 
the  House  proceeded  to  the  orders  of  the  day. 

Mr.  ROBERTSON  then  submitted  a  motion 
that  the  above  subject  be  referred  to  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  Union,  and  be  made  the 
special  order  at  half  past  1  o'clock  for  to-morrow 
and  next  day. 

Objection  being  made,  Mr.  R.  moved  a  suspen- 
sion of  the  rules,  and  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays, 
stating  that  he  should  consider  this  a  test  vote  on 
the  subject  itself. 

Mr.  MURRAY  of  Kentucky  said  he  should 
vote  againsi  suspending  the  rules,  but  that  vote 
was  not  to  be  regarded  as  an  expression  of  his  opi- 
nion on  the  matter  involved. 

The  yeas  and  nays  having  been  ordered,  were  ta- 
ken, and  being  yeas  62,  nays  106,  not  two-thirds, 
the  rules  were  not  suspended. 

Mr.  TURNEY  asked  fhe  House  to  take  up  and 
consider  the  bill  to  revive  the  act  providing  for  the 
payment  of  horses  lost  in  the  Florida  war;  but,  at 
the  suggestion  of  the  Chaik,  waived  it  till  sundry 
bills  and  joint  resolutions  from  the  Senate  were  ta- 
ken up,  read  twice,  and  referred  to  their  appropri- 
ate committees. 

Mr.  T.  then  renewed  his  motion,  but  it  did  not 
prevail. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENQ  asked  jdie  House  to  Uke 
up  the  bill  to  extend  the  time  of  the  act  authorizing 
the  issue  of  Treasury  notes  till  May,  and  to  issue 
the  uni&^ued  balance. 

Mr.  STANLY  objected. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENQ  moved  a  suspension  of 
the  rules,  which  prevailed  without  a  division,  and 
the  bill  being  put  on  Its  passage — 

Mr.  GARLAND  of  Louisiana  called  the  atten- 
tion of  the  House  to  the  fact  that  the  Administra- 
tion were  striving  to  carry  out  this  system  of  paper 
currency. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENQ  explained  that  this  bill 
only  authorized  the  issue  of  the  balance  not  issued 
under  the  act  of  last  session.  It  was,  in  fact,  no- 
thing more  than  to  carry  out  the  intention  of  that 
law,  which  was  rendered  the  more  necessary  from 
the  suspension  of  one  of  the  Southern  deposite 
banks,  and  the  loss  accruing  in  the  customs  from 
the  shipwreck  of  the  three  New  York  packets. 

Mr.  MENEPEE  should  not  oppose  the  bill,  but 
its  necessity  showed  the  fallacy  of  the  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  on  the  state  of  the 
finances. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  inquired  if  this  bill  had 
been  originally  introduced  at  the  desire  of  the 
Treasury  Department? 

Mr.  CAMBRELENQ,  in  reply,  stated  that 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treausry,  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  session,  had  asked  Congress  for 
the  passage  of  this  measure. 

The  debate  was  further  continued  by  Messrs. 
BIDDLE,  PICKENS,  RHETT.  BELL,  LYON, 
HALSTEAD,  and  POTTER;  when 

Mr.  C.  H.  WILLIAMS  demanded  the  previous 
questioli,  but  withdrew  it  at  the  suggestion  of  Mr. 
Stanlt,  who  made  a  few  remarks  in  opposition 
to  the  bill;  and,  having  concluded,  renewed  the 
motion  for  the  previous  question,  which  was  se- 
conded by  the  House,  and  the  main  question  or- 
dered. 

Mr.  QRAVES  moved  a  call  of  the  House, 
which  was  ordered,  and  proceeded  in  for  some  time; 
when. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  QARLAND  of  Louisiana, 
all  further  proceedings  in  the  same  were  dispensed 
with. 

The  question  now  recurring  upon  the  passage  of 
the  biU— 

Mr.  WILLIAMS  of  Kentucky  demanded  the 
yeas  and  nays;  which  were  ordered,  and  were  yeas 
102,  nays  88,  as  follows: 


YEAS— Messrs.  Adams,  Anderwu,  Andrews, 
Atherton,  Banks,  Beatty,  Been,  Beicoe,  Bieknell, 
Birdsall,  Borden,  Bouldin,  Briggs,  Bftnihead,  Bron* 
son,  Buchanan,  Cambreleng,  Casey,  Chaney, 
Cleveland,  Connor,  Crary,  Cushman,  Daves, 
De  Qraff,  Dromgoole,  Duncan,  Edwards,  Evans, 
Farrington,  Isaac  Fletcher,  Fry,  Gallup,  James 
Garland,  Glascock,,  Grantland,  Gray,  QrenneU, 
Haley,  Hamer.  Harrison,  Hawkins,  Haynes,  Ing- 
ham,  Thomas  B.  Jackson,  Jabez  Jackson,  Joseph 
Johnson,  Nathaniel  Jones,  Keim,  Kemble,  Klingen- 
smith ,  Legare,  Leadbetter,  Lincoln,  Logan  J^oomii, 
Lyon,  James  M.  Mason,  Martin,  McKay,  Robert 
McClelian,  Abraham  MsClelian,  Miller,  Mobju 
gomery,  Moore,  Morgan,  Murray,  Noyes,  Palmer, 
Parker,  Parmenter,  Parris,  Paynter,  Pearoe,  Pen- 
nybacker,  Petrikin,  Piumer,  Potter,  Pratt,  Jabn  H. 
Prentiss,  Reed,  Reily,  Richardson,  Ridgway,  Rives, 
Edward  Robinson,  Salionstall,  Sbefier,  Sheplor, 
Stuart,  Swearingen,  Titus,  Toucey,  Tumey,  Vail, 
Vanderveer,  Webster,  Whittlesey,  Jared  W.  Wil- 
liams,  Joseph  L.  Williams,  Wo:thington  and  Yell 
—102. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Alexander,  Heman  AUeo, 
ilycrigg,  Bell,  Biddle,  Bond,  l^itliam  B.  Calhoun, 
John  Calhoon,  Carter,  Cheatham,  Childs,  Clownty, 
Coles,  Corwin,  Crabb,  Craig,  Cranston,  Crockett, 
Cushing,  Davies,  Deberry,  Dennis,  Dunn,  Bkaove, 
Ewing,  Richard  Fletcher,  Fillmore,  Rice  Gariand, 
Giddings,  Gk>ode,  James  Graham,  William  Gra- 
ham, Graves^  Griffin,  Halsted,  Hawes,  Henry, 
Hofifman,  Robert  M.  T.  Hunter,  Jenifer,  Heniy 
Johnson,  Wm.  Cost  Johnson,  Kennedy,  Lewis, 
Marvin,  Samson  Mason,  Maury,  May,  Maxwell, 
Menefee,  Mercer,  Milligan,  Mitchell,  Calvacy 
Morris,  Naylor,  Ogle,  Peck,  Pickens,  PoltF,  Ser- 
geant S.  Prentiss,  Putnam,  Randen,  Randolph, 
Rencher,  Rhett,  John  Robertson,  Russe!l,  Sawyer, 
Augustine  H.  Shepperd,  Shields,  Sibley  Slade, 
Southgate,  Stanly,  Stone,  Stratton,  Taliaferro, 
Thompson,  Tillinghast,  Toland,  Underwood,  Al- 
bert S.  White,  John  White,  Lewis  William^,  Sher- 
rod  Williams,  Christopher  H.  Williams,  Word 
and  Yorke— 88. 

So  the  bill  was  passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BRIGGS,  the  title  of  the  same 
was  so  amended  as  to  read:  An  act  to  '^revive  and 
extend'^  the  act  authorizing  the  issue  of  Treasury 
notes. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  KENNEDY^ 

The  House  then  adjourned. 

IN  SENATE, 
Tuesday,  February  19, 1839. 

The  PRESIDENT -presented  the  credentials  of 
the  Hon.  Rkdel  Williams,  elected  by  the  Legitda- 
ture  ofMaine,  a  Senator  from  that  State  for  bix 
years,  from  the  4th  of  March  next;  which  were 
read. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  presented  the  credentials  of 
the  Flon.  Thomas  H.  Williams,  elected  by  the 
Legislature  of  Mississippi,  a  Senator  from  that 
StAte,  to  supply  the  Tacancy  occasioned  by  the  re- 
signation of  the  Hon.  James  F.  Trotter;  which 
wrre  read. 

Mr.  W.  wa«  then  qualified  and  took  his  seat. 

Mr.  NORVELL  presented  a  memorial  from  the 
Governor  of  the  Territory  of  Iowa,  asking  Con- 
gress to  authorise  the  seat  of  Government  of  thai 
Territory  to  be  located  on  the  public  lands,  in  the 
county  of  Johnson,  and  to  make  a  grant  for  that 
purpose;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  an 
the  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  presented  a  memorial  of  the 
American  Society -for  the  Dififusion  of  Useful  Know* 
ledge,  asking  Congress  to  promote  the  oltje^uof 
said  society;  which  was  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  the  Library,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  BENTON  presented  a  memorial  of  sandry 
inhabitants  of  Charles  county,  Missouri,  who  pro- 
pose to  emigrate  to  Oregon  Territory,  and  a;^in0 
a  grant  of  land  therein;  which  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands,  aiid  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  ROBINSON, 

Ordered,  That  tha  memorial  of  a  nvoaber  of  eili- 
zens  of  Padncah  and  McCracken  eoaatiea,  Kmm- 
todiy,  in  relation  to  the  claim  Af  Foncia  A.  BEw. 
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risoD,  on  the  files  of  the  last  session,  be  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads. 

Mjo  NORYELL  presented  the  memorial  and 
Joint  resolution  of  the  Legislaiore  of  the  State  of 
Miehigan,  rf qaesting  Cingrest  to  make  appropri- 
ations for  the  completion  of  the  pablic  and  military 
roads  commenced  by  the  United  States  in  that 
State,  while  she  was  in  her  Territorial  condition. 

In  presenting  these  papers,  Mr.  N.  said  that  the 
LegisJatoi«  of  Michigan  had  correctly  stated  that, 
in  consequence  of  the  commencement  of  the  roads 
in  qnestion  by  (his  Government,  a  namber  of  per- 
sons bad  been  induced  to  purchase  and  settle  on 
public  lands  along  the  routes  of  these  roads.  The 
mttlers  near  their  lines  are,  in  fact,  very  numerous, 
llieir  purchases  were  mad^  in  fdll  confidence  that 
the  roads  would  be  finished.  The  Legislature  justly 
eoDsider  that  this  Gh}7emment  was  bound  to  redeem 
the  faith  which  it  pledged  to  complete  them. 
Again:  the  Legislature  o(  Michigan  represent  the 
great  importance  of  Mackinac  as  a  miliury 
post.  It  was  known  to  he  so  by  all  military  gen- 
tlemen at  all  acquainted  with  the  country.  It  was 
situated  in  a  secluded  position,  inaccessible  in 
winter,  without  any  road  leading  to  it,  unless  Con- 
gress should  prosecute  to  completion  that  which 
they  had  commenced  at  Detroit,  seventy  miles  of 
which  only  had  been  made.  In  every  view  of  the 
subject,  it  .appeared  to  him  that  the  request  of  the 
I^islatnre  deserved  immediate  attention  and  com- 
pliance on  the  part  of  Congress.  Without  further 
jemarks,  he  moved  that  the  memorial  and  joint 
resolution  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Roads 
and  Canals,  and  primed.  And  he  begged  to  call 
the  special  attention  of  that  committee  to  the  sub- 
ject, so  interesting  to  Michigan,"  and  so  important 
in  a  military  point  of  view  to  the  nation. 

Mr.  LYON  said  he  desired  to  call  the  attention 
of  the  Senate  to  the  fact  that,  at  the  last  session  of 
Congress,  be  had  introduced  a  bill  to  provide  for 
the  completion  of  the  roads  referred  to  in  the  me- 
morial, by  giving  to  the  State  of  Michigan  (he  usual 
per  centage  of  the  net  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the 
public  lands  in  that  State,  from  the  time  when  her 
constitution  was  formed  to  the  time  when  she  re- 
ceived it  under  the  act  supplementary  to  the  act 
providing  for  her  admission  into  the  Union,  which 
was  about  one  year.  This  was,  in  his  opinion,  the 
htat  mode  of  making  provision  for  the  completion 
of  these  roads  and  closing  up  all  the  works  of  this 
deseripticn  began  by  the  Greneral  Government 
-within  the  limi(s  of  the  State.  The  bill  passed  the 
Senate,  but  failing  to  receive  the  action  of  the  other 
branch  of  Congress  it  did  not  become  a  law. 
He  again  introduced  it,  at  an  early  period  of  the 
present  session,  and  hoped  for  a  more  favorable  re- 
sult; but,  contrary  to  what  he  thought  the  people  of 
Michigan  had  a  right  to  eipect,  there  was  found  to 
be  a  majority  of  (be  Senate  against  it,  and  it  was 
laid  on  the  table.  Though,  the  bill  proposed  to 
give  to  Michigan  precisely  what  every  other  ticw 
Slate  In  the  Union  bad  received,  and  no  mere,  it 
-was  Toted  down;  and  among  those  whose  votes 
were  found  recoided  against  what  appeared  to  him 
JO  reasonable  a  proposition,  were  Senators  from 
sone  of  the  new  States  which  had  received,  not 
only  what  w^  asked  by  the  bill,  but  millions  upon 
millions  of  l&e  public  money  besides,  for  similar 
objects.  The  bill  was  defeated,  and  now  some- 
thing else  must  be  done.  He  was  determined  not 
to  relax  his  efforts  to  effect  the  object  he  had  in 
wiew,  so  long  as  he  should  retain  his  seat  in  the 
body,  and  if  be  could  not  do  it  in  one  way,  he 
would  try  another.  He  observed  a  bill  on  the  ta- 
ble to  provide  fOr  the  completion  of  certain  milita- 
ry roads  in  the  State  of  Arkansas,  and,  as  that  State 
seemed  to  fare  rather  better  than  his  own,  he  de- 
seed, at  a  proper  time,  to  offer  an  amendment  to 
that  bill,  which  would  provide  for  the  completion 
of  the  military  roads  in  Michigan  also. 

The  motion  to  refer  and  print  the  memorial  was 
then  agreed  to. 

Mr.  NORVELL  said  that,  a  few  days  ago,  he 
bad  been  induced,  by  a  gentleman  in  whose  word 
be  supposed  he  could  confide,  to  present  a  memo- 
rial from  W.  A.  Whitehead,  in  reference  to  the 
catabfishment  of  a  port  of  entry  at  Indian  Key,  in 
'Ptorida.  It  was  printed  on  his  motion.  He  had 
AiabaeqtMntly  ascertained  Oiat  the  memorial  con- 


tained a  very  gross  attack  upon  another  gentleman. 
(Thomas  Jefferson  Smith,)  of  whose  character  he 
entertained  a  very  faivorable  opinion.  He  received 
the  memorial  as  be  was  coming  into  the  Senate, 
and,  in  reply  to  a  question  propouinled  by  him  on 
the  occasion,  he  was  assured  ihat  it  was  perfectly 
respectful  in  its  language.  He  never  would,  know- 
ingly, permit  this  body  to  become  the  medium  of 
calumny  upon  the  character  of  any  man.  As  the 
only  course  by  which  he  could  remedy  the  evil  of 
which  he  had  been  the  unconscious  agent,  he  meved 
that  the  memorialist  have  leave  to  withdraw  this 
memorial  from  the  files  of  the  Senate,  and  that  the 
Committee  on  Commerce  be  discharged  from  its 
further  consideration.  The  subject  of  Indian  Key 
as  a  port  of  entry  would  btiil  be  before  the  commit- 
tee upon  other  memorials  and  papers. 

The  motion  was  unanimously  agreed  to. 

Mr.  NORVELL,  from  the  Committee  on  Revo- 
lutionary Claims,  to  which  was  referred 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  Crocker 
Sampson; 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Nicholas  Plehan; 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Nathaniel  Plumb*,  and 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Maj.  Tarlton  Woodson; 

Reported  the  same  without  amendment 

Mr.  HUBBARD,  from  the  Committee  on  Claims, 
to  which  was  referred  an  act  for  the  relief  of  Return 
Of  Brown,  reported  the  same  without  amendment. 

Also,  an  act  for  the  relief  of  Ebenezer  A.  Lester, 
reported  the  same  without  amendment,  and  with  a 
recommendation  against  its  passage. 

Mr.  YOUNG,  from  the  Committee  on  Claims,  to 
which  was  referred 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Woodbum  Potter;  and 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  M.  Hernandez; 

Reported  the  same  without  amendment 

Also,  an  act  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representa- 
tives of  Nimrod  Farrow  and  Richard  Harris,  with- 
out amendment,  and  with  areconunendation  against 
its  passage. 

Mr.  Y.  from  the  Committee  on  Roads  and  Canals 

to  which  was  referred  the  petition  of ,  asked 

to  be  discharged  from  the  further  consideration 
thereof,  and  that  the  petitioner  have  leave  to  with- 
draw his  papers;  which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Y.  also,  from  the  same  committee,  to  which 
was  referred  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  Washington 
cotKity  and  St.  Genevieve  Railroad  company,  re* 
ported  the  teme  without  amendment. 

Mr.  KNIGHT,  from  the  Committee  on  Indian 
Affairs,  to  which  was  referred  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  the  Choctaw  Indians,  made  an  unfavorable  re- 
port thereon;  which  was  ordered  (o  be  printed. 

Mr.  NILES,  from  the  Committee  on  Claims,  to 
which  was  referred 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representatives 
of  Dr.  James  H.  Cheears; 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Andrew  Rembert; 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  William  Traverse; 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Adam  Smith;  and 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  Sinnard, 

Reported  the  same  without  amendment. 

Also,  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Cornelius  Tiers 
with  an  amendment 

Mr.  MERRICK,  from  the  Committee  on  Claims, 
to  which  was  referred 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  E.  H.  Williams,  ad- 
ministrator of  H.  W.  Crouch; 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  John  L.  McCarty;  and 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Federick  Richmond; 

Reported  the  same  without  amendment 

Also,  the  act  for  the  relief  or  Garret  Vleit,  with 
a  recommendation  against  its  passage. 

Mr.  M.  from  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Ofilce' 
and  Post  Roads,  to  which  was  referred  the  petition 
of  Samuel  R.  Slaymaker,  reported  a  bill  for  his  re- 
lief; which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  a  second  read- 
ing. 

Mr.  M.  also,  Ttom  the  same  committee,  to  which 
was  referred  the  petition  of  Hugh  A.  Ci  aw  ford, 
asked  to  be  discharged  from  the  further  considei'a- 
tion  thereof,  which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  KING,  from  the  Committee  on  Commerce, 
to  whioh  was  referretl 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Jacob  Galencia;  and 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  of  Robert  Milnor  and 
John  Thompson; 


Reported  the  same  withont^mendment,  and 
with  a  recommendation  against  tieir  passage^ 

Mr.  FULTON,  from,  the  Committee  on  Roads 
and  Canals,  to  which  was  refered  an  act  to  autho- 
rize the  construction  of  a  road  from  Dubuque,  in 
the  Territory  of  Iowa,  to  the  northern  boundary 
of  the  State  of  Missouri,  and  for  other  purposes, 
reported  the  same  without  amendment. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS,  from  ihe  Committee  on  Re- 
volutionary Claims,  to  which  was  referred  an  act 
for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representatives  of  Capt 
Joshua  Huddy,  reported  the  same  without  amend- 
ment 

Mr.  WALL,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Jt»- 
diciary,  to  which  was  referred  the  petition  of  John 
McCalla,  asked  that  the  petitioner  have  leave  to 
withdraw  his  papers;  which  was  agreed  to. 

The  bill  in  addition  to  an  act  to  promote  the  use- 
ful arts,  was  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

The  bill  for  the  armed  occupation  and  settlement 
of  Florida  was  taken  up;  and  after  an  animated 
discussion,  in  which  Messrs.  MORRIS,  DAVIS, 
H.  CLAY,  and  SMITH  of  Indiana  opposed  the 
bill,  and  Messrs.  BENTON  aKid  LINN  advocated 
it,  the  question  was  taken  on  its  passage,  and  re- 
sulted in  the  affirmative — ayes  25,  noes  18,  as  fol- 
lows:      V 

YEAS — Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Brown,  Bucha- 
nan, Calhoun,  Clay  of  Alabama,  Fulton,  Hubbard, 
King,  Linn^Lyon,  Mouton,  Nicholas,  Niles,  Nor- 
veli.  Pierce,  Roane,  Robinson,  Sevier,  Smith  of 
Connecticut,  Walker,  Wall,  Williams  of  Missis- 
sippi, Wright,  and  Young^25. 

NAYS^Meesrs.  Bayard,  Clay  of  Kentucky, 
Clayton,  Ct^ttenden,  Davis,  Knight,  Merrick,  Mc- 
Kean,  Morris,  Prentiss,  Rives,  Ruggles,  Smith  of 
Indiana,  Spence,  SwiA,  Tallmadge,  Webster,  and 
White— 18. 

The  bill  relinquishing  the  reversionary  interest  of 
the  United  States  to  certain  Indian  reservations, 
was  taken  up;  and,  on  the  question  of  its  engross- 
ment, it  was  decided  in  tlie  negative — ^yeas  4,  nays 
30,  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Lyon,  Smith  of  Indiana,  Swift, 
and  Young — 4.     . 

NAYS----Messrs.  Allen,  Bayard,  Benton,  Brown, 
Calhoun,  Clayton,  Crittenden,  Davis,  Fulton,  Hub- 
bard, Knight,  Linn,  Merrick,  Nicholas,  Nlles,  Nor- 
vell.  Pierce,  Prentiss,'  Roane,  Ruggles,  Sevier, 
Spence,  Strange,  Walker,  Wall,  Webster,  White, 
Williams  of  Maine,  Williams  of  Mississippi,  and 
Wright— 30. 

The  Senate  then  adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
TussDAT,  Feb.  19,  1839. 

The  House  resunied  the  consideration  of  the 
business  of  the  morning  hour,  being  the  report  of 
the  Select  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands,  and  the 
motion  of  Mr.  Robertson  of  Virginia  to  recommit 
the  same  with  instructions. 

Mr.  PARKER,  who  was  entitled  to  the  floor, 
addressed  the  House  until  the  expiration  of  the 
hour,  in  reply  principally  to  the  remarks  of  Nfr. 
Harrison.  [His  remarks  wilf  be  published  here 
after.] 

Mr.  MALLORY  asked  unanimous  consent 
to  take  op  the  following  resolution,  ofl'ered  at  a 
previous^  day: 

Retohed,  That  for  the  more  effectual  execution 
of  the  ministerial  duties  of  the  Navy  Department, 
the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  be  directed  to  report  to 
this  House,  at  the  commencement  of  the  next  Con- 
gress, a  plan  for  the  reorganization  of  this  branch 
of  the  public  serviee,  adoptmg  as  the  basis  of  his 
plan  the  division  of  those  duties  now  performed  by 
the  Board  of  Commissioners,  and  their  assignment 
to  separate  bureaus. 

Ok>jection  being  made  to  its  consideration,  _ 

Mr.  MALLORY  moved  a  suspension  of  the 
rules;  which  the  House  agreed  to  do,  by  a  vote  of 
88  for  it  to  44  against  ii. 

Mr.  M.  then  moved  the  previa  -s  question. 

Mr.  a  WILLIAMS  moved  to  lay  the  who!e 
subject  upon  the  tdble;  aad  i^^on.that  motion 

Mr.  DROMGOOLE  demanded  the  yeas  and 
nays,  but  the  House  refused  to  ordfcr  the  same. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  motion  to 
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lay  upon  the  th«  table,  and  decided  in  the  ne- 
gative. 

The*  question  then  recurring  upon  the  motion 
for  the  previous  question,  it  was  seconded  by  the 
House. 

Mr.  EVANS  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
the  motion,  "Shall  the  main  question  be  now  pull*' 
which  were  ordered,  and  were— yeas  110,  nays 
7d,  as  followst 

YEAS— Messrs.  Andrews,  Atherton,  Aycrigg, 
Beatty,  Beers,  Beirtie,  BeU,  Bicknell,  Birdsall, 
Boaldin,  Bronson,  Bnchanan,  Cambreleng,  Wm. 
B.  Campbell,  John  Campbell,  Carter,  Casey, 
Chaney,  Chapman,  Cheatham,  Cleveland,  Clow- 
ney,  doles,  Connor,  Crary,  Cushman,  Davee,  De 
Graff*,  Dromgoote,  Dunn,  Edwards,  Farrington, 
I.  Fletcher.Oallup,  J.  Garland,R.6arland,0]ascock, 
Goode,  Grant,  Griffin,  Haley,  Hamer,  Harrison, 
Hawkins,  Herod,  Holt,  Howard,  Thomas  B. 
Jackson,  Jabez  Jackson,  Joseph  Johnson,  Na- 
thaniel Jones,  Keim,  Klingensmith,  Leadbetter, 
Lewis,  Logan,  Loomis,  Lyon,  Mallory,  James  M. 
Mason,  Martin,  Maury,  McKay,  Robert  McClel- 
lan,  Abraham  McCUllan,  McClure,  Mehefee, 
Milter,  Montgomery,  Moore,  Moi^n,  Samuel  W. 
Morris,  Calvary  Morris,  Murray,  Noble,  Palmer, 
Parker,  Parris,  Payniei,  Penny  backer,  Petrikin, 
Pickens,  Potter,  Pratt,  John  H.  Prentiss,  Reily, 
Rhett,  Richardson,  Rives,  Sawyer,  SheflTer,  Sbeplor, 
Spencer,  Swearingen,  Taylor,  Titns,  Tumey,  Un- 
derwood, Vail,  Vanderveer,  Webster,  Lewis  Wil- 
liams, Jared  W.  Williams,  Joseph  L.  Williams, 
Word,  YT^rthington,  aind  Yell-rl  10. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Adams,  Alexander,  Heman 
Allen,  John  W.  Allen,  Biddit,  Bond,  Borden, 
Brigg%  Wm.  B.  Calhoun,  John  Calhoon,  Cham- 
herd,  Corwin,  Cranston,  Crockett,  Cushm?,  Dar- 
lington, Davies,  De berry^  Dennis,  Evans,  Everett, 
Ewing,  Richard  Fletcher,  Fillmore,  Gidding^, 
-William  Graham,  Grantland,  Hawes,  Henry, 
Hoffman,  Ingham,  Henry  Johnson,  Kennedy, 
Lincoln,  Marvin,  Samson  Mason,  Maxwell,  Mc- 
Kennan,  Mercer,  Milligan,  Naylor,  Noyes,  Ogle, 
Parmenier,  Pearce,  Peck,  Pope,  Potts,  Putnam, 
Rariden,  Randolph,  Reed,  Rencher,  Ridgway, 
Edward  Robinson,  Rumsey,  Russell,  Saltonstall, 
Shields,  Sibley,  Slade,  Stanly,  Smart,  Stone, 
Straiten,  Taliaferro,  Tilllnghast,  Toland,  Albert  S. 
White,  John  White,  Sherrod  Williams,  Christo- 
pher H.  Williams,  and  Yorke— 73. 

So  the  main  question  was  ordered,  and  the  re- 
solution was  adopted. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS  of  Tennessee  asked  the  House 
to  take  up  and  consider  Senate  bill,  entitled.  An 
act  to  authorize  the  State  of  Tennessee  to  issue 
grants  and  perfect  titles  to  certain  lands  therein  de- 
scribed, and  to  settle  the  claims  to  the  vacant  and 
nnappropriaied  lands  within  the  same. 

ObjectioD  being  made, 

Mr.  W.  moved  a  suspension  of  the  rules  for 
that  purpose,  bat  the  Hoase  refused. 

Mr.  EVERETT  asked  leave  of  the  HoUse  to 
offer  the  following  re<«oimion: 

Raoited,  That  the  Secretary  of  War  Ve  directed 
to  lay  before  this  House  a  statement  of  the  pro- 
ceedings of  his  Department,  in  the  execution  of  the 
first  and  second  provisions  of  the  4th  article  of  the 
treaty  of  1st  Novemtier,  1837,  with  the  Winneba- 
go Indians,  and  copies  of  all  correspondence  re- 
lating thereto;  and,  also,  a  statement  of  any  infor- 
mation received  relating  to  any  speculation  or  al- 
layed misconduct  of  any  person  or  persons  em- 
ployed in  the  execution  of  .  said  provisions;  and 
copies  of  all  correspondence  relating  thereto. 

Objection  being  made, 

Mr.  EVERETT  moved  a  suspension  of  the 
rales  for  that  purpose;  and  upon  that  motion  de- 
manded the  yeas  and  nays,  which  were  ordered, 
and  were — ^yeas  137,  nays  43. 

So  the  rules  were  suspended. 

And  Mr.  EVERETT  having  intimated  that  he 
did  not  wish  to  consume  the  time  of  the  House  by 
debating  the  proposition, 

Mr.  PARKER  moved  to  amend  the  resolution 
by  ad  ling  the  following: 

"And  that  the  report  made  on  the  subject  by 
the  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs,  and  decision 
of  the  Secretary  thereon." 


Mr.  EVERETT  accepted  it  as  a  modification, 
and  the  resolution  as  thus  modified  was  adopted. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CHAMBERS,  the  House 
granted  the  Committee  of  Claims  the  privilege  of 
holding  its  sessions  during  the  sittings  of  >  the 
Flouse. 

The  SPEAKER  laid  before  the  House  a  commu- 
nication from  the  Department  of  the  Treasury,  in 
compliance  with  the  resolution  of  the  House  of 
Representatives  of  the  14th  ultino,  transmitting  a 
communication  of  F.  R.  Hassler,  enclosing  so 
much  of  his  survey  as  relates  toHhe  harbor  of  New 
Haven,  Connecticut. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  INGHAM,  it  was  laid  upon 
the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  TURNEY  asked  the  House  to  take  up  and 
consider  the  bill  to  revive  a  former  act,  for  the  pay- 
ment for  horses  lost  in  the  Florida  war. 

Objection  being  made, 

Mr.  T.  moved  to  suspend  the  rules  for  that  pur- 
pose; which,  however,  the  House  refused  to  do. 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  Committee  of 
the.  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Uaion,  Mr.  Banks 
in  the  Chair,  and  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
civil  and  diplomatic  appropriation  bill.  The  ques- 
tion immediately  before  the  committee,  was  the 
motion  of  Mr.  CRARY  to  strike  out  from  the 
bill  the  appropriation  to  the  navy  board. 

Mjr.  KENNEDY,  who  was  entitled  to  the  floor, 
saidne  was  pleased  that  the  House  had,  since  he  ob- 
tained it,  shaped  for  itself  another  course,  by  adopt- 
ing the  resolution  calling  for  a  report  of  a  plan 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  at  the  next  session 
for  reorganizing  this  board,  and,  therefore,  render- 
ed it  unnecessary  for  him  to  say  much  as  to  the 
particular  motion  before  the  Hbuse.  He  thought 
the  coarse  adopted  was  the  most  appropriate  one. 
Mr  K.  then  went  on  to  review  the  policy  of  the 
past  and  present  Administrations,  and  denounced 
it  in  unmeasured  terms. 

Mr.  HOWARD  then  obtained  the  floor,  and  said, 
as  a  friend  6f  the  navy,  he  returned  his  sincere 
thanks  to  the  gentleman  from  Michigan  for  the  in- 
terest he  evinced  in  hurrying  forward  the  proposi- 
tion; and,  instead  of  being  rebuked  on  account  of 
the  section  of  country  from  which  it  came,  as  he 
had  been  done  by  some  gentlemen,  he  merited  their 
thanks. 

He  then  went  on  to  reply,  at  length,  to  his  col- 
league, [Mr.  Bjcnnbdt,]  in  vindication  of  the  Ad- 
ministration. He  referred  to  the  essential  services 
which  that  gentleman  had  rendered  in  breaking; 
down  the  administration  of  John  Qu  Adams,  which 
he  had  just  eulogized,  and  the  threat  talent  he  had 
evidenced,  and  had  devoted,  to  bringing  into  exist- 
ence the  administrations  of  Gleneral  Jackson  and 
Martin  Van  Buren,  which  he  had  just  denounced 
in  such  unmeasured  terms.  He  looked  upon  the 
violent  struggle  ^f  the  Opposition  for  the  Presidency, 
as  the  prolific  source  from  which  sprung  all  the 
evils  of  the  present  day  which  his  colleague  [Mr. 
K.]  complained  of.  He  then  referred  to  the  tariff* 
question  which,  he  feared,  instead  of  being  settled 
with  a  single  eye  to  the  interest  of  the  country, 
wou'd  be  pressed  into  requisition  to  subserve  party 
ends,  and  instanced  the  periodical  attempts  to  agi- 
tate that  question  just  preceding  the  past  Presiden- 
tial elections.  He  referred  to  the  question  of  limi- 
tation to  the  term  of  service  of  the  Presidency, 
which  had  been  spoken  of  by  the  gentleman  from 
Kentucky,  [Mr.  Underwood,]  and  intimated  that 
he  would  be  in  favor  of  a  limitation  to  one  term  of 
six  ye^rs.  He  then  examined  the  charge  of  pro- 
scription wbich,«had  been  so  frequently  rung  in  the 
ears  of  the  party,  and  referred  to  the  large  number 
of  the  Opposition  in  office  in  the  State  he  in  part 
represented,  and  elsewhere,  and  reviewed  the  course 
pursued  by  the  Opposition  where  they  hati  the 
po\rcr. 

Mr.  KENNEDY  briefly  rejoined. 

Mr.  BRONSON  said  that,  at  the  suggestion  of 
many  gentlemen  who  were  friendly  to  the  amend- 
ment iuelf,  but  who  did  not  consider  this  as  the 
proper  time  to  press  it,  and  especially  since  the 
passage  of  the  resolution  of  this  mornmg  rendered 
further  action  at  this  time  unnecessary,  he  would 
withdraw  the  amendment  he  had  offered;  and  he 
withdrew  it  accordingly* 

Mr.  BliADE  proposed  to  amend  the  bill  by  in- 


serting an  appropriation  of  |9000  to  cover  the  oot- 
fit  and  salary  of  a  diplomatic  agent  to  Hayti. 

Mr.  BRONSON  a&ked  if  the  amendmtot  wisia 
order? 

The  CHAIR  ruled  it  not  to  be  in  order  ODtil  that 
part  of  the  bill  was  reached  in  which  it  was  pro. 
posed  to  be  inserted. 

The  reading  of  the  bill  now  proceeded.  At  the 
end  of  page  17,  Mr.  BRONSON  moved  to  insert 
the  following  proviso  to  that  part  of  the  bi!l  appro- 
priating to  the  contingent  fund  of  the  Supreme 
Court  of  the  United  States: 

Ruolvtd,  however.  That  no  part  of  this  appropria- 
tion shall  be  applied  by  the  marshal  of  the  District 
of  Columbia,  or  any  other  officer,  to  pay  the  clerk 
of  the  Supreme  Court  for  copies  of  records  of  saits 
pending  before  the  Supreme  Court  in  which  the 
United  States  are  interested;  and  that,  hereafter,  it 
shall  be  the  duty  of  the^  clerk  of  the  said  coart  to 
furnish  the  Attorney  General,  or  other  counsel  of 
the  (Tnited  States,  the  necessary  printed  copies  of 
records  in  suits  pending  in  said  court  in  which  the 
United  States  are  interested,  without  charge  or 
compensation  therefor. 

Mr.  ADAMS  was  understood  to  say  that  the 
proposed  amendment  was  ont  of  order,  as  it  went 
to  alter  a  standing  law  in  an  appropriation  hill, 
and  also  on  the  ground  that  a  similar  proposiiioa 
bad  been  already  rejected  by  the  House. 

Mr.  BRONSON  complained  of  certain  practices 
of  the  clerk  in  charging  the  (Government  for  print- 
ed copies  of  papers  which  had  been  printed,  and 
already  paid  for  by  the  United  States,  and  contend* 
ed  that  it  was  an  abase  which  had  grown  op,  and 
ought  to  be  put  an  end  to.  He  believed  there  was 
no  law  upon  the  subject. 

After  some  further  remarks  from  Mr.  ADAMS, 
to  prove  the  amendment  out  of  order, 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  said  it  was  competent  to 
amend  the  bill  to  limit  the  object  of  a  cer'ain  ap- 
propriation, and  referred  to  various  precedents  that 
the  committee  had  sanctioned  that  course.  He  said 
the  money  appropriated  to  meet  the  expenses  uf 
suits,  &c.  had  been  erroneously  and  corroptly  ap- 
plied, and  the  amendment  to  restrict  it  to  its  legi- 
timate application  was  right  and  proper. 

The  CHAIR  decided  that  the  amendment  wasii 
order, 

Mr.  BYNUM  obtained  the  floor,  and,  wishtBg 
to  reply  to  the  remarks  of  Mr.  Kbnnedt,  it  heing 
late  in  the  day,  moved  that  the  committee  rise. 

Mr.  TURNEY  wished  the  committee,  by  coa- 
sent,  to  take  up  the  bill  to  pay  for  horses  takea 
from  certain  volunteers  in  the  Florida  war  by  ordea 
of  their  officers;  but  the  committee  refused,  aad 
then  rose,  (ayes  80,  noes  45,)  and  reported. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  MITCHELL, 

The  House  adjourned. 

IN  SENATE, 
Wednesday,  February  20,  1839. 

The  CHAIR  announced  a  coromunicalioD  from 
the  Secretary  of  War,  transmitting  a  report  from 
the  chief  of  the  Topographical  Bureau,  with 
accompanying  documents,  made  In  answer  to  the 
resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  11th  instant,  on  Ihe 
subject  of  the  operations  for  increasing  the  depth  of 
water  at  the  month  of  the  Mississippi;  which,  oa 
motion  of  Mr.  SEVIER,  was  laid  on  the  table,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  CHAIR  prrsented  a  communication  from 
the  president  of  the  convention  lately  held  of  lbs 
people  of  Florida,  for  the  purpose  of  forming  a  con- 
stitution and  State  Government:  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  presented  the  petition  of  the  ^ 
Screw  Dock  Company  of  the  city  of  New  Yoil, 
praying  permissioa  to  import,  free  of  duty,  certain 
iron  to  be  used  in  the  construction  of  their  dock:^^ 
ferred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  LYON  presented  the  joint  resolntiMS  of  the 
Legislature  of  the  State  of  Michigan,  insirnciiag 
their  Senators,  and  requesting  their  Representa< 
tives  in  Congress,  to  use  their  best  exertions  lo 
procure  the  passage  of  a  law  allowing  them  to  le- 
cate  other  ?ands  in  lieu  of  those  granted  themlv  *' 
their  university,  and  which  have  been  claimed  is 
pre-emptions  by  actual  acttlera;   also  instradlBf 
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dmn  to  endeavor  to  procure  the  paseage  of  a  law 
MMtimriag  the  pre-emptioii  rights  of  deceased  set- 
tkff  to  their  widows  aod  children:  referred  to  the 
ONBinittee  on  the  Pablic  Lands,  and  ordered  to  be 
friaied. 

Blr.  L.  also  presented  a  joint  rssofotion  of  the 
SUM,  on  the  sobject  of  an  appropriation  for  baifd- 
isg  a  li^l-boose  and  pier,  referred  to  the  Commit- 
ite  on  Commerce. 

Mr.  BENTON  presented  the  petition  of  snndry 
dlisBS  of  the  northwestern  part  of  Missouri,  pray- 
iagfor  the  establishment  of  a  new  land\)ffice:  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  bn  the  Pablic  Lands. 

Mr.  ALLEN  presented  the  memortul  of  a  nnm- 
ber  of  citizens  of  Geaaga  county,  Ohio,  on  the  sub- 
jcet  of  the  nentrality  law  of  the  last  session. 

These  citizens,  Mr.  A.  said,  complain  of  the  sc- 
Toe  proriaions  of  that  law,  and  of  the  manner  in 
which  they  have  been  ezecnted.  They  also  com- 
ptaia  of  the  destmction  of  the  Caroline  and  her 
crew,  by  British  soldiers,  acting  under  the  aatho- 
riiy  ofthe  British  flag.  They  express  the  opinion 
thai  that  was  an  oatrage  which  the  dignity  and 
honor  of  this  comitry  require  should  be  answered 
Ibr.  They  desire  the  repeal  or  essential  modifica- 
tion of  the  neutrality  act«,  and  that  such  measures 
■ay  be  taken  by  our  OoTemment  as  wouM  ef- 
face the  stain  inflicted  by  the  burning  of  the  Caro- 
line. He  had  heretofore  presented  several  memo- 
rials on  that  snbjeot,  mhich  had  been  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations;  and  he  asked 
thai  this  memorial  might  take  the  same  direction. 
The  memorial  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
OB  Foreign  Belations  accordingly. 

Mr.  NORVELL  presented  the  joint  resplution  of 
die  LcgiaUture  of  Michigan,  asking  an  appropri- 
.  alwn  for  the  construction  of  a  steam  revenue  cutter 
to  navigate  the  takes  of  Erie,  St.  Clair,  and  Huron: 
itfenvd  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce,  and  or- ' 
doed  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  MORRIS  presented  several  petitipns  from 
dlisens  of  Ohio,  all  praying  for  the  abolition  of 
slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  and  moved  that 
diey  be  received;  and. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  SEVIER,  the  motion  to  re- 
edve  them  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  HUBBARD,  on  leave,  introduced  a  joint  re- 
aohitioiifor  the  relief  of  Pearsoa  CogsweU,  late 
Mairiial  of  New  Hampshire;  which  was  read 
twice,  and,  with  the  accompanying  documents,  re- 
ieiTed  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  ROBINSON  presented  the  joint  resolutions 
of  the  L^latore  of  Illinois  on  the  subject  of  the 
iHabljibment  of  a  surveyor  general's  office  in  that 
Slate;  which  were  laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  to 
be  printed. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  presented  the  petition  of  Rey- 
aell  Coaies,  who  states  that  he  was  one  of  those 
ttlectedfor  the  scientific  corps  to  be  attached  to  the 
exploring  expedition,  and  relinquished  a  profitable 
Imsiness  for  that  purpose,  but  by  the  final  arrange- 
ments he  was  left  out,  and  asked  for  remuneration: 
ibe  petition  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Na- 
val AITairs. 

fifr.  B.  also  presented  a  memorial  from  mer- 
cteats,  mechanics  and  traders,  of  the  city  of  Phi- 
Isdelpbia,  for  the  erection  of  a  new  custom-house 
in  that  city;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
OB  Commerce. 

Mr.  MOUTON  presented  the  petition  of  Jean 
Bapctste  Corns,  praymg  permission  to  locate  two 
Iwindrfd  arpens  of  land  in  lien  of  the  same  quantity 
af  which  be  has  been  deprived  by  tlie  Govern- 
■WBU  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Private  Land 
Claiins. 

BCr.  UNN,  from  the  Committee  on  Private  Land 
Glaims,  to  which  the  same  had  been  referred,  re- 
por«Bd  the  bill  No.  335  from  the  House,  with  an 
aaaaaadoient;  which  was  read. 

Alno  reported,  without  amendment,  the  bills  from 
iba  House  for  the  relief  of  John  Dawson,  Polly 
ird,  Henry  Stoker  and  Wilbam  Walker. 
MMr.  FULTON,  from  the  Com  itittee  on  the  Pub- 
I<andf,  to  which  was  refered 
jB  act  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  Francis  Jar- 
daceased; 
ja  act  for  the  relief  of  John  Bovey,  of  Ar- 

iiei  for  ilii  relief  of  David  Ballentiae; 


An  act  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  M.  Burland; 

Aa  act  for  the  relief  of  the  children  and  heirs  of    j 
Sebastian  Scroufe,  late  of  Ohio,  deceased; 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Rol^ert  M.  Roberts,  or 
his  legal  representatives; 

An  act  to  grant  to.  the  counties  of  Lee,  Des 
Moines,  Jackson,  and  Dubuque,  in  the  Territory 
of  Iowa,  land  to  aid  in  erecting  county  buildings; 

Reported  the  same  without  amendment. 

Also,  an  act  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  or  legal 
representatives  of  George  C.  Withers,'  with  an 
amendment 

Mr.  WALKER,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Public  Lands,  to  which  had  been  referred  the  bill 
making  grants  of  public  lands  to  certain  Slates  for 
purposes  of  internal  improvements,  reported  the 
same  without  amendment. 
'  On  motion  of  Mr.  WALKER,  the  same  com- 
mittee was  discharged  from  the  further  considera- 
tion of  the  petition  of  certain  citizens  of  Warsaw, 
Missouri,  asking  for  the  establishment  of  an  addi- 
tional land  ofiice. 

Mr.  LINN  observed  that,  in  consideration  of 
the  lateness  of  the  session,  he  did  not  object  to  the 
motion;  but  he  should  take  the  earliest  opportunity 
at  the  next  session  of  pressing  this  subject  on  the 
attention  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  KING  presented  the  petition  of  Henry 
Lucas  and  A.  F.  King,  asking  for  the  value  of 
property  taken  from  them  by  the  officer  com- 
manding a  detachment  of  regular  troops  on  their 
march  to  Florida:  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Military  Aflfairs. 

Mr.  BENTON,  from  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs,  reported  a  bill  making  appropriations  for 
certain  military  and  geographical  surveys;  which 
was  read  and  ordere  j  to  a  secoad  reading. 

Mr.  WRIGHT,  from  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
to  which  had  been  referred  the  bill  from  the  House 
making  appropriations  for  the  naval  service  for  the 
year  1839,  reported  the  same  without  amendment, 
and  gave  no  ice  that  he  would  call  up  the  bNl  at 
an  early  hour  to-morrow. 

Mr.  FULTON  presented  a  memorial  from  the 
Legislature  of  Arkansas,  praying  for  the  passage 
of  a  general  pre-emption  law;  which  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Also,  two  memorials  on  the  subject  of  military 
roads,  which  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Roads  and  Canals.  ^^ 

On  motion  by  Mr.  WRIGHT,  the  resolution  to 
print  certain  documents  in  relation  to  the  salt  duty 
was  taken  op  and  adopted. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS  of  Maine,  from  the  Commit- 
tee on  Naval  Affairs,  to  which  was  referred  the 
petition  of  the  widow  of  John  R.  Shaw,  late  a 
purser  in  the  navy,  a^ked  to  be  discharged  from 
the  furdier  consideration  thereof;  which  was  agreed 
to. 

Mr.  TALLMADGE,  on  leave,  introduced  a  bill 
to  authorize  the  cancelling  of  certain  debenture 
bonds  on  the  exportation  of  coal;  which  was  twice 
read  and  referred. 

Mr.  RIVES,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval  Af- 
fairs, leported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  B. 
Parsonji;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  a  second 
reading. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  BAYARD,  the  bill  to  provide 
for  the  erection  of  a  new  jail  for  the  county  of 
Washington,  in  the  District  of  Columbia  was  taken 
up;  and  afier  some  remarks  from  Messrs.  BA- 
YARn,NlLES,MORRIS,CALHOUN,WRIGHT, 
and  KING,  the  bill  was,  by  general  consent,  laid 
on  the  table. 

The  bill  to  prevent  the  interference  of  certain 
Federal  officers,  with  elections  was  taken  up;  and 

Mr.  CUTH BERT  addressed  the  Senate  at  some 
length,  and  with  great  force  and  ability,  in  oppo- 
sition to  the  hi  I;  after  which  it  was  passed  over 
informally,  Mr.  Calhoun  giving  notice  of  his  in- 
tention to' address  the  Senate  on  the  subject. 

The  St-nate  then  took  up  the  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Mrs.  Mira  Alexander,  on  its  third  readinr,  and, 
aOer  a  debate,  in  which  it  was  supported  bv  Messrs. 
CRITTENDEN,  WALKER,  WHITE,  and 
LINN,  and  opposed  by  Messrs.  CALHOUN, 
NILES,  PIERCE,  HUBBARD,  and  KING,  the 
question  was  taken,  and  the  bill  was  decided  to  be 
rejected^— yeas  18,  nays  19,  as  follows: 


YEAS— Messrs.  Bayard,  Cla/  of  Kentucky, 
Clayton,  Crittenden,  Fulton,  Linn,  Merrick,  Nor»> 
veil,  Rives,  Roane,  Robinson,  Ruggles,  Sevier, 
Smith  of  Indiana,  Walker,  Webster,  White  and 
Young— 18. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Allen,  Brown,  Calhoun,  Clay 
of  Alabama,  Hubbard,  King,  Lyon,  Morris,  Mou- 
ton,  Nicholas,  Niles,  Pierce,  Prentiss,  Smith  of - 
Connecticut,  Strange,  Swift,  Wall,  Williams  of 
Maine  and  Wright— 19. 

The  vote  having  been  announced, 

Mr.  TALLMADGE  rose  and  said  that  he  had 
voted  In  the  majority  and  his  name  did  not  appear 
on  the  journals  as  having  voted  at  all,  and  desired 
to  have  the  journal  corrected. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  and  several  other  Senators  de- 
clared that  they  had  distinctly  heard  the  Senator 
from  New  York  answer  to  his  name,  votisg  in  the 
affirmative. 

A  discussion  then  ensued,  in  which  the  propriety 
of  making  this  correction  was  mvolved,  Messrs. 
CALHOUN  and  HUBBARD  contending  that  the 
vote  having  been  announced,  the  subject  was  pass- 
ed from  the  Senate,  while  Messrs.  WALKER, 
TALLMADGE,  WEBSTER  and  othera contended 
that  it  was  the  duty  of  the  CnAia  to  correct  the  er- 
ror the  instant  thafit  was  discovered.' 

Mr.  KING  suggested  that  the  correction  could 
me  made  by  the  unanimous  consent  of  the  Senate, 
and  hoped  that  this  coose  would  be  taken. 

The  debate  was  further  continued  by  Messrs. 
WALKER,  KING,  WRIGHT,  CLAY  of  Ala. 
TALLMADGE,  SMITH  of  Indiana,  DAVIS,  and 
SMITH  ef  Connecticut. 

The  decision  was  then  unanimously  made  by  the 
Senate  that  the  vote  should  be  corrected. 

The  name  of  Mr.  Taumadqx  was  again  called, 
who  answered  "ay." 

The  PRESIDENT  then  announced  the  vole  as 
standing  19  in  the  affirmative  and  19  in  the  nega- 
tive; and,  alter  a  feeling  aad  interesting  eulogy  on 
the  services  and  character  of  George  Madison,  gave 
his  casting  vote  in  favor  of  the  bill. 

The  Senate  then  adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES,  ' 
Wkdnudat,  February  30, 1139. 

Mr.  PARKER  resumed  his  remarks  on  the  re- 
port of  the  Select  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands, 
and  in  opposition  to  the  distribution  scheme  pro- 
posed by  Mr.  Robertson,  going  at  large  into  a  va- 
riety of  statements  demoqstrating  the  inequality  of 
that  measure  upon  the  old  States.  Mr.  P.  having 
concluded, 

Mr.  YELL  obtained  the  floor,  and  delivered  hia 
views  on  this  subject.  Mr.  Y.  said  he  occupied 
what  he  termed  a  middle  ground  between  Mr.  Har- 
aisoN  and  Mr.  Robertson.  In  reference  to  the 
proposition  of  the  former,  his  State  had  signed  the 
contract  with  the  General  Go?ernment;  and  whe- 
ther she  had  made  a  bad  bargain  or  not,  aihe  would 
abide  by  it,  and  ever  shonld  do,  as  far  as  he  bad 
any  influence,  though  he  would  not  say  Mr.  H^ 
resolution  was  wrong  in  the  abstract.  Mr.  V.  then 
went  into  a  general  reply  to  Mr.  Robertson;  and, 
without  concluding,  gave  way  for  the  orders  of  the 
day. 

The  SPEAKER  laid  before  the  House  a  com- 
munication from  the  Commissioner  of  the  General 
Land  Office,  transmitting  a  copy  of  a  communica- 
tion addressed  to  that  office  by  the  Eiecutive  of 
the  State  of  Illinois,  on  the  4ih  instant,  enclosing  a 
copy  of  a  preamble  and  rosclutions  passed  by  the 
Legislature  of  that  State  at  its  present  session,  set- 
ting forth  the  importance  of  establishing  a  surveyor 
general^s  office  within  that  State. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CASEY,  the  same  was  refer- 
red to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of 
the  Union,  to  which  the  bill  upon  that  subject  had 
been  committed,  and  it  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  CASEY  renewed  his  request  to  the  House 
for  pennission  to  submit  the  resolutions  presented 
'by  him  on  Saturday  last,  in  relation  to  the  non* 
selection  of  the  banks  of  Illinois  as  depositories  of 
the  public  funds.    [Sec  Globe  of  Saturday  night.] 

Mr.  PETRIKIN  said   there   were  too  many 
"whereases**  by  four  in  this  proposition,  and  ht 
I  thertfore  objected  to  its  reception. 
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Mr.  OAS^Y  then,  for  the  second  time  in  his  life, 
mu&t  move  a  saspension  of  the  rules;  but  the  mo- 
tion did  notprevail. 

Mr.  DOWNING,  on  leave,  presented  the  pro^ 
ceedingsef  the  convention  of  Florida  for  the  for- 
mation of  a  State  constitution;  which  was  laid  on 
the  Uble,  and  5,000  extra  copies  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

Mr.  TURNEY  made  an  ineffectual  effort  to 
call  ap  the  bill  to  revive  the  act  to  pay  for  horses 
lost  in  the  Florida  war. 

Mr.  NAYLOR  asked  leave  to  make  a  report 
from  the  select  committer  adpointed  to  investigate 
the  conduct  of  Commodore  Elliott,  while  com- 
ir.anding  in  the  Mediterranean. 

Mr.  SHERROO  WILLIAMS  objecting, 

Mr.  N.  moved  a  suspension  of  the  roles — lost 
87  to  50,  not  two-thirds. 

,  Mr.  CONNOR,  on  leave,  moved  the  withdrawal 
of  the  papers  in  relation  to  a  claim  before  the  Com- 
mittee on  Private  Land  Claims. 

CIVIL  AND  DIPLOMATIC  BILL. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CAMBRELENO,  the  House 
a^ain  went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
state  of  the  Union,  Mr.  Banks  of  Viiginia  in  the 
chair. 

The  question  immediately  pending  was  the  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  BaovsoN  to  limit  the  appropriation  of 
money  for  the  co'ntingeiH  expenses  of  the  Supreme 
Court. 

Mr.  BYNXTM  addressed  the  committee  at  length 
in  reply  to  Mr.  Kennedy's  speech  of  yesterday, 
and  went  into  a  general  defence  of  the  Administra- 
tion of  Gkneral  Jackson,  from  the  assaults  of  that 
gentleman.    As  soon  as  Mr.  B.  had  got  through, 

Mr.  H.  WILLIAMS  obtained  the  floor,  and, 
on  his  motion,  the  committee  rose  and  reported. 

The  SPEAKER  laid   before  the  House  the  fol- 
lowing message  from  '  the  President  of  the  United 
States:: 
lothe  House  of  RepretentaHves: 

I  transmit  a  report  from  the  War  Department 
in  relation  to  the  investigations  had  by  the  Com- 
missioners, under  the  resolution  of  ist  July,  1836, 
upon  the  sales  of  the  reservations  of  deceased 
Creek  Indians. 

M.  VAN  BUREN. 
Washington,  Feb.  19,  1839. 

The  three  following  bills,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
BRONSON,  were  taken  up,  read  a  third  time  and 
passed. 

A  bill  making  provisions  for  a  court-house  in 
Laval  coanty,  Florida. 

A  bill  granting  to  the  judge  of  the  Supreme 
Court  of  Iowa,  the  same  compensation  as  by  law 
is  given  to  the  judges  of  the  Supreme  Couit  of 
Wisconsin. 

A  bill  making  a  donation  of  land  to  the  Terri- 
tory of  Iowa,  for  the  purpose  of  erecting  public 
baildings  thereon. 
'  An  act  making  an  appropriation  for  purchasing 
a  law  library  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  the  Legis- 
lative council  and  court  of  appeals  of  the  Territory 
of  Florida,  was  taken  up,  on  the  motion  made, 
February  12,  to  reconsider  the  vote  'by  which  it 
was  rejected,  and  a^er  being  opposed  by  Messrs. 
STANLY  and  HALSTEAD,  and  briefly  advoca- 
ted by  Mr.  BRONSON, 

Mr.  LEWIS  WILLIAMS  moved  to  lay  the  mo- 
tion to  reconsider  on  the  table,  upon  which  motion 
the  vote  was — ayes  60,  noes  58,  no  quorum;  and 
oa  motion,    The  House  adjourned. 


IN  SENATE, 
Thdrsdat,  February  21, 1839. 

Mr.  NORVELL  presented  the  joint  resolutions 
of  the  Legislature  of  Michigan,  asking  ft)r  an  ap- 
propriation for  the  construction  of  a  marine  hespi- 
tal'at  Detroit:  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce. 

Mr.  PIERCE  presented  the  memorial  of  Qeorge 
Gates  and  others,  legal  voters  of  the  town  of  Antrim, 
New  Hampshire,  praying  for  th?  abolition  of 
slavery  in  this  District. 

Mr  P.  said  that  the  memorial  came  to  him,  ac^ 
companied  by  a  letter  from  a  highly  respectable 
clergyman,  residing  in  his  native  oouaty.  The 
letter  says,  "  though  we  are  aware  that  your  views 
inay  not  correspond  with  those  of  the  petitioners, 


they  have  no  doubt  of  vour  readino^s  to  present  a 
respectful  petition,  comins:  from  any  portion  of  the 
citizens  of  New  Hampshire.'* 

It  is  certainly  no  task  to  present  the  memo- 
rial, and  yet  I  cannot,  in  justice  to  my  own 
convictions  of  duty,  comply  wiih  the  request,  with- 
out expressing  my  deep  regret,  that  these  petition- 
ers, many  of  whom  I  am  sure  are  actuated  by 
pure  motives,  should  so  far  mistake  their  own  mo- 
ral responsibilities,  and  the  power  and  duty  of  Con- 
gress in  relation  to  this  subject. 

I  do  earnestly  hope  that  every  honest  man  who 
has  sincerely  at  heart  the  best  interests  of  the  slave 
and  the  master,  may  no  longer  be  governed  by  a 
blind  zeal  and  impulse,  lui  be  led  to  examine  this 
subject,  so  full  of  delicacy  and  danger  in  ail  its 
bearings;  and  that,  when  called  upon  to  lend  their 
names  and^nfluence  to  the  cause  of  agitation,  they 
may  remember  that  we  live  under  a  written  Consti- 
tution which  is  the  panoply  and  protection  of  the 
South,  as  welkas  the  North;  that  it  covers  the  entire 
Union,  and  is^equally  a  guaranty  for  the  unmolest- 
ed enjoyment  of  the  domestic  institutions  of  all  its 
parts;  and,  I  trust,  further,  that  they  will  no  longer 
close  their  eyes  to  the  fact  that,  so  far  as  those  in 
whose  welfare  they  express  so  much  feeling  are 
concerned,  this  foreign  interference  has  been,  and 
must  inevitably  continue  to  be,  evil,  and  only  evil. 
Havihg,  on  a  former  occasion,  expressed  my  views 
somewhat  at  length,  I  will  not  detain  you  farther 
than  to  notice  an  erroneous  statement  which 
ha's  been  made,  and  a  thousand  times  repeated, 
with  regard  to  my  own  course  and  that  of  the  Re- 
presentatives of  New  Hampshire  in  both  Houses 
of  Congress.  We  have  been  charged  with  having 
denied  the  right  of  petition;  and  although  the 
charge  is  wholly  without  foundation,  I  have  no 
doubt  that,  from  its  frequent  repetition,  it  may 
have  had  an  influence  upon  the  minds  of  many 
honest  and  patriotic  men.  So  far  from  having  de- 
nied, we  have  uniformly  asserted  and  maintained 
this  right.  But  after-  declamation  and  argument 
had  been  exhausted  on  both  sides  of  the  question — 
after  the  memorials  had  been  referred  to  a  select 
committee  during  the  Twenty-fourth  Congress,  and 
an  elaborate  report  sent  forth  to  the  American  peo- 
ple..we  thought  it  our  duty  to  take  such  a  course 
with  petitions  of  this  character  as  would  enable 
Congress,  to  proceed  with  the  consideration  of  sub- 
jects of  necessary  and  legitimate  legislation. 
The  whole  question  since  that  period  h9S  been 
one  wiih  regard  to  the  disposition  of  memorials 
when  rueived;  and  no  denunciatiou  or  false  repre- 
septatioDs  will  drive  us  from  a  course  demanded 
alike  by  a  regard  for  the  proper  and  necessary  le- 
gislation of  Congress,  the  rights  of  the  South,  and 
the  interests  of  the  whole  country.  After  the  de- 
clarations which  have  come  from  high  sources  dur- 
ing the  present  session,  in  both  ends  of  the  Capitol, 
I  am  encouraged  to  hope  that  the  agitation  of  this 
question  in  New  England  for  political  purposes  will 
cease;  that  there  will  be  no  more  attempts  to  de* 
ceive  aud  excite  the  people  by  inculcating  the  im- 
pression that  their  right  to  petition  has  been  in- 
vaded. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  WILLIAMS  of  Mississippi, 
the  question  of  reception  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  NICHOLAS  presented  the  memorial  of  up- 
wards of  one  thousand  citizens  of  the  State  of  Loui- 
siana, praying  for  the  repeal  or  modification  of  the 
naturalization  laws:  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Foreign  Relations. 

Mr.  WRIGHT,  from  the  Committee  on  Fi- 
nance, reported  unfavorably  on  several  bills  from 
the  House,  that  had  been  referred  to  the  same  com- 
mittee. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  WRIGHT,  the  same  com- 
mittee was  discharged  from  the  further  considera- 
tion of  the  petition  of  Thomas  H.  Perkins,  of  Bos- 
ton, on  the  ground  that  there  arc  no  documents  on 
the  files  of  this  or  the  other  House,  in  support  of 
the  claim. 

Mr.  WRIGHT,  from  the  same  committee,  re- 
ported without  amendment  the  hill  making  appro- 
priations for  the  erection  of  public  buiMyigs  in 
Florida,  and  the  bill  to  revive  and  extend  the  act 
authorizing  the  issuing  of  Treasury  notes. 

Mr.  YOUNG  presented  the  petition  of  a  anmber 
of  citizens  of  the  towi)  of  Burlington,  Illinois,  pray- 


ing  for  the  establishment  of  a  new  postVoute*.  refer- 
red to  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post 
Roads. 

Mr.  KING  said,  he  rose  to  present  a  Tesolutioa 
in  consequence  of  the  melancholy  deaih  this  morn- 
ing of  one  of  the  officers  of  the  Senate,  [Mr.  So* 
WAKD  WBia]      But  yesterday,  (said  Mr.  K.)he 
was  amoni^  us  discharging  his  duties  apparenily  in 
good  health  and  spirits — to-day,  he  had  passed  that 
bourne  whence  no  traveller  returns.  He  wooM  aot 
dwell  on  the  faithful  services  ol  this  officer,  while 
he  was  among  us:  they  were  well  known  to  (be 
members  of  this  body.     He  rose  simply  to  prespu 
a  resolution  that  the  Senate  would  attend  the  foa 
ral  of  their  deceased  officer,  at  half  past  3  o^c  o 
to-morrow,  and  that  the  expenses  of  his  fuDeial 
paid  out  of  the  coniingent  fund  of  the  Senate. 

The  resolution  was  read,  and  unaQimoasly 
agreed  to. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  ROBINSON, 

The  Senate  went  into  Executive  session,  and 
after  a  short  time  spent  therein,  the  doors  were 
opened,  when 

Mr.  McKEAN  presented  a  memorial  from  sqd- 
dry  pilots  of  the  river  Delaware  and  shipmasters  of 
the  port  of  Philadelphia,  in  relation  to  the  harbor  of 
Chester;  which  was  referred  to  the  Commiiice  oa 
Commerce. 

Mr.  WALL  presented  a  petition  of  citizens  of 
the  State  of  New  Jersey,  praying  for  the  erection  of 
a  light  house  at  Little  Egg  Harbor,  which  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

The  PRESIDENT  presented  a  commnnicatioa 
fium  the  Postmaster  General,  transmitting  the 
annual  statement  of  contracts  made  by  thai  cfiicfc; 
which  was  laid  on  the  table  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS  of  Mississippi,  froni  the  Com- 
mittee on  Revolutionary  Claims,  to  which  was  re-. 
ferred  an  act  for  the  relief  of  the  representatives  of 
Ann  Levacher  Van  Brun,  reported  the  same  with- 
out amendment. 

Mr.  RING,  from  the  Committee  on  Commerce, 
to  which  was  referred  the  petition  of  Joseph  Shaw, 
asked  to  be  discharged  from  the  further  considen- 
tiyn  thereof,  and  that  it  be  referred  to  the  Coia- 
mittee  on  Finance;  which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  HUBBARD,  from  the  Committee  on  Claiiu 
to  which  Uie  subject  of  claims  for  depredations  ia 
Florida,  had  been  referred  ^reported  a  bill  for  ibe 
relief  of  the  legal  representatives  of  James  Wil- 
liams, deceased;  which  was  read  and  ordered  to 
a  second  reading. 

Mr.  LINN,  from  the  Committee  on  Private 
Land  Claims,  to  which  was  referred  an  act  for  the 
relief  of  the  settlers  upon  the  Salt  Lick  reservatioa 
in  the  Western  district  of  Teanesse:  reported  the 
same  without  amendment. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS  of  Maine,  from  the  Oommitiee 
on  Pensions,  to  which  was  referred 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Gitjeon  Sheldon; 

An  act  for  the  reliel  of  the  executors  of  Rubeit 
McFarland;  and 

An  a^t  granting  a  pension  to  John  F.  Wilej; 

Reported  the  same  withoat  amendment,  aad 
with  a  recommendation  against  iheir  passage. 

Mr.  W.  also,  from  the  Raoie  committee,  reportid 
an  act  granthig  a  pension  to  John  Claik,  withooi 
amendment.    . 

Mr.  BENTON  submitted  the  following  rcsolB- 
ing,  which  was  considered  and  agreed  to: 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  aad 
the  Postmaster  General  be  directed  to  report  to  Ito , 
Senate  what  drafts  on  banks  having  public  foads. 
on  deposite  have  been  protested  since  the  firstdif 
of  January,  1837;  the  amount  of  public  moo«|ta 
deposite  in  each  bank  at  the  time  of  each  proles^ 
and  whether,  in  any  case,  such  protests  have  beoti 
made  in. violation  of  special  arrangements^  aad«  iT 
so,  what  those  arrangements  were. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representative!; 
of  ihe  owners  of  the  ship  Alleghany  was  orricredlii 
be  laid  upon  the  table;  aye.^  2l»  noes  14. 

The  bill  for  securing  the  public  money  ia^ 
hards  of  collectors  and  agents  of  the  Govemmqf^ 
and  the  punishmeni  of  defaulters,  was  taken  naflfg 
its  third  reading;  and,  Bfier  ^ome  remarks  i» 
Messrs.  WEBSTER,  HUBBARD,  and  Mtm 
UAMS  of  Maine, 
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[CoatiDQed  from  No.  13.] 
Mr.  CLAY  of  Kentucky  sabmitted  a  notion  to 
neommit  the  bill  to  the  Committee  on  PinaDc^,  for 
ihe  pnrpose  of  faavingr  it  amen4ed  so  as  to  embrace 
ike  principles  of  Mr.  Rivbs*s  sabsUtole;  and,  afler 
mne  remarks  from  Mr.  C.  and  Mr.  WRIGHT, 
the  qnestion  was  taken  by  yeas  and  nays,  and  de- 
cided in  the  negarire,  as  foilovs: 

YRAS— Messrs.  Clay  of  Kentncky,  Crittenden, 
PiDBter,  Knight,  McKean,  Merrick,  Preotisj^,  Rires, 
Robbiss,  Ropries,  Smith  of  Indiana,  Spenoe,  Swifr, 
TiUnai^,  Webster,  aod  White~16. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Brown,  Bucha- 
nan, Clay  of  Alabama,  Cuthbert,  Falton,  Hub*- 
hard,  Linn,  Lyon,  Morris,  Moatoo,  Nicholas, 
Kites,  Nor?eU,  Pierce,  Roane,  Robinson,  fc'evier, 
Smith  of  Connecticot,  Walker,  Wall,  Williams  of 
Maine,  Wright,  and  Young— 25. 

The  debate  was  further  continued  by  Messrs. 
TALLMADOB  and  NILES;  and  the  qnestion  be- 
iog  taken  on  the  passage  of  the  bill,  it  was  decided 
in  the  affirmative— yeas  28,  nays  15,  as  follows: 

YEA1S — Messrs.  Allen,  Benlon,  Brown,  Buchan- 
aa.  Clay  of  Ala.  Cothhert,  Fulton,  Hubbard,  King, 
Linn,  Lyon,  Morris,  Mouton,  Nicholas,  Niles, 
Norveli,  Pierce,  Roane,  Robinson,  Sevier,  Smith 
of  Conn.  Siranire,  Wall,  Walker,  Williams  of  M*. 
Williams  of  Miss.  Wright,  and  Yoang-.28. 

NAY.S— Messrs.  Bayard,  Clay  of  Kentucky, 
Criueoden,  Davis,  Foster,  Knight,  McKean,  Mer- 
rick, Prentiss,  Robbios,  Rn^gles,  ^mith  of  Indiana, 
8wiA,  Taltmadge,  and  White— 15. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  YOUNG,  the  title  of  the  bill 
was  so  amended  as  to  reaH:  a  bill  farther  to  pre- 
acribe  the  duties  of  collectors  of  the  customs  and 
other  officers  and  agents  in  the  employment  of  the 
United  States,  prohibiting  ihe  admission  of  certain 
ofiets  in  suits  against  the  debtors  of  the  Govern- 
ment, and  to  provide  for  the  punishment  of  public 
defanlteis. 

The  bill  entitled  a  bill  in  amendment  of  the  acts 
femcting  the  judicial  system  of  the  United  States; 

The  bill  to  authorize  the  selection  of  lands  foi 
the  benefit  of  the  University  of  Michigan,  instead 
of  other  lands  here'ofore  selected; 

"The  bill  to  repeal  certain  acts  respecting  navy 
pennons,  and  making  further  provisions  in  relation 
10  nmrj  pensions;  and 

TV  ^tll  to  authorize  the  Washington  County  and 
fli.  iGJenerieve  Railroad  Company,  in  the  State  of 
Missouji,  to  construct  a  road  through  the  public 
lanas. 

Were  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

TJic  bill  to  explain  and  amend  the  fifth  section  of 
Ihe  act  passed  the  30th  of  June,  1834,  for  the  better 
ofsanization  of  the  United  States  marine  corps,  was 
^WH>  up,  and  discussed  by  Messrs.  RIVES  and 
WILUAMS  of  Maine;  and,  without  coming  to  any 
aeUon  thereon, 

TW  Senate  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES, 
Thubsdat,  February  21,  1839. 
Ab  soon  as  the  journal  was  read, 
The  CHAIR  announced  the  unfinished  business 
of  die  morninR  hour. 
Iflr.  PRENTISS  of  Mississippi  said  he  rosa  to  a 
ion  of  privilege,  which  would  take  precedence 
all  other  bus'mcss,  and  he  would  offer  the  fol- 
_  resolution: 
Mta^ped^  That  this  Houxe  proceed  to  inquire, 
1-  'Whether  ALaxANDRa>DoNCAK,  a  member  of 
lliia  Hon.«e  from  the  State  of  Ohio,  be  the  author 
•Ta  certain  publication  or  publications,  under  his 
B«BK,  io  relation  to  the  proceedings  of  this  Hon^^ 
»md  certain    members-  thereof,  published  in   the 
Olobe  newspaper  of  Ihe  19ihinst    2.  Whether  by 
fladU publication  or  publications,  the  said  Alezan- 
WmM  DttNCiiN  has  not  been  guilty  of  a  violation  of 
^he  privileges  of  this  Houdc,  of  an  offence  against 
fm  fMOf,  digpity,  and  good  order;  ud  of  ttiah 
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prosily  indecent,  ungentlcmanly,  disgraceful,  aod 
dishonorable  mi.sconduct  as  renders  him  unworthy 
of  his  seat  in  this  House,  and  justly  liable  to  expul- 
sion from  the  same. 

Mr.  YELL  inquired  if  he  was  not  entitled  to 
the  floor  on  the  report  ef  the  sel*»ct  committee  on 
the  public  lands. 

The  CHAIR  replied  that  he  was,  but  a  question 
of  privilege  rode  over  every  thing  else. 

Mr.  YELL  asked  the  genticman  to  postpone  his 
motion  until  the  expiration  of  the  morning  hour. 

Mr.  PRENTISS  said  he  could  not  consent  to  do 
so.  Mr.  P.  said,  as  this  was  a  very  important 
qnestion  he  would  move  a  call  of  the  House. 

The  call  wa.s  ordered  nem.  di«.  and  on  the  first 
call  of  the  roll  125  members  answered  to  their 
names,  others  having  meanwhile  come  in,  and  146 
were  announced  as  being  present,  when  ihe  doors 
wereclosed,  the  abseniees  again  called.and  excuses 
rendered;  and,  after  some  time, 

Ori  motion  of  Mr.  HALSTEAD,  the  call  was 
dispensed  with. 

The  publication  in  the  Globe  of  the  19 ih  inst. 
was  then  read  at  the  Clerk's  table. 

Mr.  PRENTISS  then  proceeded  to  comment  at 
length  upon  the  language  used  by  Mr.  Duncan, 
stating  that,  in  doing  so,  he  should  consider  the 
'  publication  as  a  forgery  and  a  false  libel,  and  not 
regard  ir,  for  the  henor  of  the  House,  as  authentic. 
Mr.  DUNCAN  interposed,  and  said  he  would 
save  the  trouble  of  proof.  I  say,  sir,  that  I 
am  the  author  of  that  publication,  and  of  every 
word  contained  in  it. 

Mr.  P.  replied,  however,  he  should  still  proceed 
to  comment  upon  the  language  as  if  the  avowal 
had  not  been  made,  and  he  went  on  to  contend 
that  its  use  merited  expulsion,  or  some  potent 
mode  of  exemplifying  the  indignatian  of  the  House. 
Either  under  the  code  of  honor,  or  the  legal  code, 
he  was  equally  unworthy  of  a  seat  there,  and  Mr. 
P.  arf^oed  both  these  positions  at  large. 

Mr.  JENIFER  followed  on  the  same  side,  and 
appealed  to  the  advocates  of  the  anti-duelling  law 
to  sustain  the  affirmative  of  the  proposition  before 
the  House,  for  he  insisted  that  Mr.  Doncan's  con- 
duct had  rendered  him  amenable  to  that  law. 
Morccver,  Mr.  J.  contended,  also,  that  tho«e  who 
had  certified  to  the  fact  of  the  time  occupied  by  Mr. 
Stanly  in  his  reply,  were  equally  guilty,  if  their  ob- 
ect  was  the  same  as  Mr.  D's.  In  reference  to  Mr. 
S»s  printed  speech,  he  maintained  that  the  gist  of  it 
was  uttered  on  the  fioor,  though  the  delivered  speech 
was,  in  the  opinion  of  hknsclf,  and  thirty  or  forty 
members  besides,  more  violent  than  the  published 
one. 

Mr.  J.  inquired  if  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  had 
so  insulted  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina  as 
to  be  evident  to  every  (>ne  within  hearing,  would 
not  the  Chair  have  called  him  to  order. 

Mr.  CONNOR,  who  had  temporarily  occupied 
the  Chair  at  the  period  referred  to,  explained  that 
he  had  called  Mr.  Duncan  to  order. 

Mr.  JENIFER  asked  the  gentleman  whether  he 
considered  it  a  personal  insult. 

Mr.  CONNOR  had  called  the  gentleman  to  order 
for  disorderly  language,  but  whether  it  was  a  per- 
sonal insult  or  not,  did  not  fall  within  his  conside- 
ration. 
Mr.  JENIFER  having  concluded, 
Mr.  DUNCAN  obtained  the  floor,  and  addressed 
the  House  at  some  length  in  explanation,  going  to 
show  that  the  language  used  toward  him  fully  war- 
ranted hi-^own  in  retort. 

Mr.  GRAY,  after  a  few  remarks,  which  will  be 
given  with  the  debate,  moved  to  lay  the  resolution 
on  the  table. 

Mr.  TILLINQHAST  demanded  tie  yeas  and 
nay$,  which,  being  ordered,  were — ^yeas  $3,  nays 
91,  as  follows: 

YE\S-r-Messr8.  Adams,  Heman  Allen,  Ander* 
aoUf  Andrews,  Atherton,  Banks,  Beatty,  Beers, 
Bicknell,  Birdsall,  Brouon,  Boohan^,  Bynuro, 


Cambreleng,  John  Campbell,  Casey,  Chaney, 
Chapman,  Coles,  Connor,  Crabb,  Crary,  Cushman, 
DeOraff,  Dromgoole,  Elmore,  Farrington,  Fry, 
Gallup,  Glascock,  Grant,  Gray,  GriflSn,  Ham- 
mond, Hamer,  Harrison,  Hawkins,  Holsey,  Holt, 
Howard,  Wni.  H.  Hunter,  R.  M.  T.  Hunter,  N. 
Jones,  Keim,  Kenyble,  Klingensmith,  Lewis, 
Loomis,  Lyon,  Manin,  McKay,  Robert  Mc- 
Clellan,  Abraham  McClellan,  Miller,  Samuel 
W.  Morris.  Murray,  Owens,  Parker, .  Parmen- 
ler,  Parris,  Paynter,  Pennybacker,  PetriUin, 
Phelps,  Pickens,  Piamer,  Poticr,  JohnH.  Premiss, 
Rives,  John  Robertson,  Sawyer,  Spcncrr,  Swear- 
in»f  n,  Thomas,  Titus,  Turney,  Vail,  Vandeveer, 
W:.sener,  Webster,  Jared  W.  WiUiams,  Wor- 
thinaton,  and  Yell— 83. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Alexander,  John  W.  Allen, 
A}crig2:,  Bell,  Biddle,  Bond,  Briscgs,  Wm.  B.  Cal- 
h^  un,  John  Calhoon,  Wm.  B.  Campbell,  Carter, 
Chambeni,  Cheatham,  Clark,  Coffin,  Curwin, 
Cranston,  Crockettj  Curtis,  Cushing,  Darlinajton, 
Dawson,  Davies,  Debcrry,  Dunn,  Edwards,  Evans, 
Everett,  Richard  FJetcher,  Fillmore,  Rice  Gar- 
land, Giddings,Goode,  J.  Graham,  W^.  Graham, 
Halsied,  Harlan,  Harper,  Hawes,  Hoffman,  Jeni- 
fer, Henry  Johnson,  Wm.  Cost  Johnson,  Kennedy, 
Legar<»,  Lincoln,  Maliory,  Marvin,  Samson  Ma- 
son, Maury,  Maxwcil,  McKennan,  Menefee,  Mer- 
cer, Milligan,  Mitchell^  Calvary  Morris,  Naylor, 
Noyes,  Ogle,  Pearce,  Pope,  Potu,  Sergeant  S. 
Prentiss,  Rariden,.  Randolph,  Ridgway,  Edward 
Robinson,  Rum«;ey,, Russell,  Silionstall,  Serpeant, 
Shields,  Sibley,  Smart,  Stratton,  Taliaferro,  Thom- 
son, TiIIingha.«.i,  Toland,  Underwood,  A.  S.  White, 
John  While,  Whittlesey,  Lewis  Williams,  Shcrrod 
Williams,  Joseph  L.  Williams,  Christonher  H. 
Williams,  Wise,  Word,  and  Yorke— 91. 

So  the  motion  to  lay  on  the  table  was  decided  in 
the  negative;  and  the  debate  was  further  coniiiiaed 
by  Messrs.  MENEFEE,  PRENTISS  of  Missis- 
sippi, and  GRAY. 

Mr.  PRENTISS  of  Mississippi  offered  a  resolu- 
tion, in  substance,  as  a  modificaiion  of  the  one  first 
introduced,  "That,  as  Alexander  Duncan  had 
avowed  himself  the  author  of  the  publication  in  the 
Globe,  (naming  the  article,)  he  be  and  is  hereby  . 
expelled  the  House." 

Mr.  LEG  A  RE  suggested  the  propriety  of  the 
gentleman  moving  ii  in  the  form  of  an  inquiry. 

Mr.  A  DAMS  said,  as  an  inquiry  he  might  be 
prepared  to  vote  for  it,  but  the  substitute  involved 
a  question  as  to  the  constitutional  power  of  this 
House  to  expel  a  member. 

Mr.  PRENTISS  then,  as  it  did  not  appear  to 
meet  the  approbation  of  his  friends,  withdrew  it. 
The  debate  was  further  continued  by  Messrs. 
PRENTISS  of  Mississippi,  GRAY,  WISfe,  ahd 
PARRIS,  who  moved  to  lay  the  whole  sub- 
ject on  the  table,  and  upon  that  motion  the  yeas 
and  nays  were  ordered. 

Mr.  CHAPMAN  moved  a  call  of  the  House; 
which  was  not  ordered. 

The  question  was  then  taken  by  yeas  and  nays 
on  the  motion  to  lay  on  the  table,  and  decided  as 
follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Adams,  Anderson,  Andrews, 
Atherton,  Banks,  Beatty,  Beime,  Bicknell,  Birdsall, 
Bouldin,  Bronson,  Buchanan,  Cambreleng,  John- 
Campbell,  Caney,  Chaney,  Chapman,  Coles,  Con- 
nor, Crniy,  Cnshman,  Davce,  De  Graff,  Dron?- 
goole,  feaac  Fletcher,  Fry,  Gallup,  Glascock, 
Grant,  Gray,  GriflSn,-  Haley,  Hammond,  Hamer, 
liarrisoii.  Hawkins,  HoL^cy,  IToli,  Hou-ard,  Wil- 
liam II.  riiinter,  I  .gliam,  Thoiras  B.  Jacki-on,  Jo- 
t^eph  Johijsun,  Nathaniel  Jones,  Kcim,  Kemble, 
Klingensmith,  Leadheiter,  Lewi>,  Lcp^an,  Lonn^is, 
Martin,-  McKay,  Robert  McClellu  ,  Abraham  Mc- 
Clell.'in,  Mont^cir.erv,  Moore,  Samuel  W.  Morris, 
Murray,  Noble,  Owrns,  Palmer,  Parker,  Parmen- 
ter,  Parris,  Paynter,  Pennybacker,  Pctrjkin, 
Phelp*.  Pickens,  Plumer,  John  H.  Prentiss,  Reily, 
Richardson,  Rives,  John  Robarlson,  Sawyer,  Shef- 
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fcr,  Shrplor,Spenc*r,  Swearingen,  Taylor,  Thomas, 
Ti»as,  Toucey,  Turney,  Vail,  Wagcner,  Webster. 
Weeks.  Jared  W.  Williams,  Worthingten,  and 

N  Y.*'— Messrs.  Alexander,  Heman  Allen,  J. 
W.  Alien,  Ay  crip?,  Bell,  Biddle,  Bond,  Borden, 
Brlgss,  William  B.  Calhoun,  John  Calhoon,  Wil- 
liam B.  Campbell,  Carter,  Chambers,  Cheatham, 
Childs,  Clark,  Corwrin,  Cranston,  Crockett,  Curtis, 
Cushing,  Darlington,  Dawson,  Davics,  Dcberry, 
Dennis,  Dunn,  Edwards,  Elmore,  Evans,  Everett, 
Kwing,  Richard  Fletcher,  Fillmore,  Rice  Garland, 
Giddlngs,  Goode,  James  Graham,  William  Gra- 
ham, <3rcnnell,  Halsted,  Harlan,  Harper,  Henry, 
Herod,  Hoffman,  Hopkins,  Jabez  Jackson,  Jeni- 
fer, Henry  Johnson,  wUliam  Cost  Johnson,  Ken- 
nedy, Leirare,  Lincoln,  Mallory,  Marvin,  Samson 
Mason,  Maury,  May,  Maxwell,  McKcnnan,Mene- 
fee,  Mercer,  Milligan,  Mitchell,  Calvary  Morris, 
Naylor,  Noyes,  Ogle,  Peck,  Pope,  Potts,  Sergeant 
S.  Prentiss,  Putnam,  Randolph;  Reneher,  Ridgway. 
Edward  Robmsoo,  Rumsey,  Russell,  Saltonstall, 
Sergeant,  Sibley,  Slade,  Stuart,  Stone,  Stratton, 
Taliaferro,  Thompson,  Tillinghast,  Toland,  Albert 
S.  While,  J»hn  White,  Lewis  Williams,  Sherrod 
Williams,  Chrisiopl  er  H.  Williams,  Wise,  Word, 
and  Yorke— 101. 

So  the  House  refused  to  lay  it  upon  the  table. 

The  debate  was  further  continued  by  Messrs. 
TOUCEY,  WISE,  and  GRAY,  when 

Mr.  W.  THOMPSON  obtained  the  floor,  and 
moved  the  following  as  a  substitute  for  the  original 
resolution: 

Resolved^  That  Alkxandbr  Duncan,  a  member 
of  this  House,  having  avowed  himself  the  author 
ef  an  article  published  in  the  Globe  of  the  19th 
instant,  grossly  libellous  of  honorable  members  of 
this  body;  that  the  said  Alexander  Duncan  be 
reprimanded  by  the  Speaker,  in  the  presence  of 
the  House. 

The  debate  was  further  continued  by  Messrs. 
THOMPSON  and  GLASCOCK;  when, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  PETRIKIN, 

The  House  adjourned. 

IN  SENATE, 
Friday,  Feb.  22, 1839. 

As  soon  as  the  journal  was  read,  * 

Mr.  ROBINSON  rose  and  said:  Mr.  President, 
I  present,  and  ask  to  have  read  and  printed,  two 
joint  resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of  Illinois:  the 
first,  that  it  is  not  the  true  policy  of  the  United 
States  to  establish  an  Independent  or  Sub-Treasury 
system;  the  second,  instructing  the  Senators,  and 
requesting  the  Representatives  of  the  State  in  Con- 
gress to  vote  against  the  adoption  of  any  such  sjrs- 
tem.  With  the  greatest  respect  and  most  profound 
deference  for  the  opinion  of  the  majority  of  the  Le- 
gislature, whose  vote  passed  the  resolutions,  the 
system  they  reject,  so  far  at  least  as  keeping  the 
pub  ie  money  is  concerned,  is,  in  my  humble 
.  opinion,  not  only  the  true,  but  the  best  policy;  and  it 
is  my  firm  conviction  that  such  is  the  decided 
opinion  of  a  majority  of  the  voters  of  Illinois,  and 
such  I  take  to  be  their  unqualified  expression,  as 
evinced  last  August  in  the  result  of  the  election  for 
Governor,  Lieutenant  Governor,  and  members  to 
Congress.  Yet  it  is  possible  I  may  be  mistaken, 
and  it  is  not  for  me  to  go  behind  the  instructions; 
that  is  an  account  those  who  give  them  have  to 
settle.  If  they  were  elected  to  give  them,  or  their 
constituents  are  for  ihem,  they  have  done  right;  if 
neither,  the  instructors  will  be  instructed.  I  have 
only  to  add,  my  political  creed  forbids  disregard  to 
the  legitimate  instructions  from  the  body  whose 
vOioe  honored  me  with  a  seat  here.  Their  will,  not 
mine,  be  done,  and  upon  them  rest  the  responsi- 
bility. 

The  resolutions  were  then  read,  and  ordered  to 
b^  printed. 

Mr.  R.  observed,  whilst  up,  he  would  also  pre- 
sent a  joint  resolution  of  the  same  Legislature,  con- 
taining instructions  to  the  Senators,  and  a  request 
to  the  Representatives  of  the  State,  to  use  their 
b^t  exertions  to  have  the  Constitution  so  amended 
as,  after  the  fouith  of  March,  1845,  no  person  shall 
hold  the  office  of  President  of  the  United  States 
longer  than  four  years  in  any  term  of  eight  years: 
irhicb  he  also  moved  be  read,  and  printed. 


Mr.  WRIGHT  presented  a  petition  of  a  large 
nnmber  of  citizens  of  Erie  county,  N.  Y.  praying 
that  wheat  may  be  imported  from  Canada  free  of 
duty,  for  the  purpose  of  bring  manufactured  into 
flour,  and  exported;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Commerce. 

Also,  a  memorial  from  William  Dickinson,  of 
the  Territory  of  Wisconsin,  asking  remuneration 
for  losses  sustained  on  contracts;  which  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Claims. 

Mr.  YOUNG  presented  three  petitions  from 
citizens  of  Warren,  McLean,  and  Tazewell  coun- 
ties, Illinois,  praying  for  the  establishment  of  mail 
routes;  which  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Claims. 

Mr.  NICHOLAS  presented  a  petition  from 
Samuel  T.  Harrison,  praying  for  the  refundment 
of  certain  duties;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Finance,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  WALL,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Judi- 
ciary, to  which  was  referred  an  act  to  incorporate 
the  Washington  Manuel  Labor  Society,  reported 
the  same  without  amendment. 

Mr.  BENTON,  from  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs,  to  which  was  referred  a  resolution  of  the 
Senate  instructing  them  to  inquire  into  the  pro- 
priety of  making  appropriation  for  defences  on  the 
Northeastern  frontier,  reported  a  bill  for  the  erec- 
tion oif  certain  military  defences  in  the  State  of 
Maine;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  a  second 
reading. 

Mr.  KING,  on  leave,  and  in  pursuance  of  no- 
tice given,  introduced  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  John 
H.  Jacobs;  which  was  read'a  first  and  second  time, 
and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

Mr.  SEVIER,  from  the  Committee  on  Indian 
Affairs,  to  which  was  referred  the  bill  for  the  re- 
lief of  George  G.  Johnston,  reported  it  without 
amendment,  and  with  a  recommendation  against 
its  passage. 

Mr.  TALLMADGE,  from  the  Committee  on  Na- 
val Affairs,  to  which  was  referred  a  memorial  of 
Henry  Hall  Sherwood,  on  the  subject  of  electro-mag- 
netism, made  a  report  thereon;  which  was  read, 
and  5,000  extra  copies  of  the  report  and  memorial 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  bill  to  fix  the  minimum  price  of  lands  ac- 
quired by  Miami  treaty  of  November  6,  1838; 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Samuel  Collins;  and 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Benjamin  Murnhy; 

Were  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

The  bill  for  the  erection  of  a  jail  in  Washington 
county,  D.  C.  was  taken  up  for  consideration,  and 
several  amendments  proposed  by  Mr.  BAYARD, 
were  adopted. 

Mr.  NILES  offered  a  substitute  for  the  bill; 
which,  after  some  remarks  from  Messrs.  BAY- 
ARD, NILES,  and  ALLEN,  was  rejected— ayes 
5,  noes  24. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading — ayes  9.  noes  U. 

The  following  bills  were  severally  read  a  third 
time  and  passed: 

The  act  to  authorize  the  selection  of  lands  for 
the  benefit  of  the  University  of  Michigan,  instead 
of  other  lands  heretofore  selected,  and  for  other 
urposes. 

The  act  to  amend  the  judicial  system  of  the  XThi- 
ted  States. 

The  act  to  repeal  certain  acis  in  respect  to  navy 
pensions,  and  to  make  further  prevision  in  rela- 
tion to  navy  pensions. 

The  act  granting  to  the  Washington  County  and 
St.  Genevive  Railroad  Company  the  right  of  way 
through  the  public  lands. 

The  act  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representatives 
of  John  J^  Bulow  was  read  a  third  time  and  passed 
— ^ayes  19,  noes  16. 

The  act  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  M.  Hernandez 
was  taken  up  for  coaaderation,  and,after  being  dis- 
cussed by  Messrs.  NILES,  WRIGHT,  CRIT- 
TENDEN, and  BAYARD,  was  amended  on  mo- 
tion by  Mr.  WRIGHT,  and  it  was  then  ordered  to 
a  third  reading. 

Mr.  DAVIS  submitted  the  following  resolution, 
which  was  considered  and  adopted: 

Retolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be 
directed  to  report  to  the  Senate  such  information  as 
he  may  possess,  as  to  the  following  particulars: 


1.  The  amount  of  coin  made  at  the  Mint,  and 
the  amount  a|t each  of  its  branches,  for  one) ear 
preceding  the  first  day  of  February  last. 

2.  The  amount  of  bullion  deposited  at,'  or 
obtained  lor  each  establishment  for  the  same 
time. 

3.  The  expense  incurred  in  carrying  on  and  ia 
sustaining  each  establishment  during  the  same 
*ime. 

The  bill  to  prevent  the  interference  of  certain  Fe- 
deral officers  in  elections  was  then  taken  up,  and ' 
Mr.  CALHOUN  addressed  the  Senate  in  opposi- 
tion to  the  bill. 

By  unanimous  consent,  the  bill  was  then  infor- 
mally passed  over. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  LINN,  the  bill  to  provide  for 
the  protection  of  the  citizens  of  the  United  States 
residing  in  the  Oregon  Territory,  or  trading  on  the 
Columbia  river,  was  taken  up. 

Mr.  LINN  addressed  the  Senate  at  length  In  ex- 
planation and  support  of  the  bill;  andj  after  a 
further  debate,  in  which  Messrs.  LINN,  NILES, 
and  WRIGHT  participated,  the  subject  was,  on 
the  motion  of  the  latter,  passed  over  informally, 
with  the  understanding  that  it  be  taken  up  lo- 
morrow. 

The  bill  to  grant  to  the  State  of  Indiana  a  qoan* 
tity  of  land  for  ihe  purpose  of  aiding  in  the  con- 
struction of  a  railroad  from  New  Albany  to  Mount 
Carmel,  in  the  Sutt  of  Illinois,  was  read  the 
second  time  and  considered  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading. 

On  motion. 

The  Senate  then  adjourned. 

HOUSE  OP  REPRESENTATIVES, 
Friday,  February  22, 1839. 

The  privileged  question  on  the  publication  of 
Mr.  DoNCAN,  as  stated  in  yesterday's  proceedings, 
was  again  resumed. 

Mr.  PETRIKIN,  who  was  entitled  to  the  fioor, 
addressed  the  House  as  follows,  in  explanation  of 
the  motives  inducing  him  to  make  the  motion  with 
which  he  concluded: 

I  rise,  not  to  make  a  speech,  or  to  take  sides  in 
this  war.    It  matters  not  what  my  individual  opi- 
nions are  of  members  of  this  House  in  their  indi- 
vidual relations.    I  am  here  not  to  gratify  my  ova 
private  pique  against  others,   or  to    gratify  my 
own  private  feelings  at  the  expense  of  duty  to  my 
constituents  and  the  country  generally.    I  disclaim 
any  intention  to  express  an    opinion  on  the  merits 
of  the  case  now  before   the    House,  but  I  most 
be     allowed     to     give     my     opinion    of  the 
scene     acted      within     this      Hall     yesterday. 
We  were  called  upon  to  inquire  into  the  conduct 
of  one  of  the  members  of  this  House,  on  an  al- 
leged breach  cf  privilege,  for  printing  and  publidi- 
ing  an  alleged  .'ibel  on  other  members;  and  in  dis- 
cussing the  p.  ;»rkty  of  passing  thos^  regolations,  a 
scene  has  been  viiact^d,  in  my  opinion,  and  I  be- 
lieve the  country  will  consider  it  so,  infinitely  more 
a  breach  of  the  privilege  of  the  members  of  this 
House,  than  that  alleged  to  be  perpetrated  by  the 
accused  member,  even  if  that  be  as  great  an  ooi- 
rage  as  those  complaining  of  so  allege.    We  have, 
by  law,  but  seven  days  to  do  the   business  of  the 
country — to  furnish  the  stipplies  for  the  necessaty 
operations  of  Gtovernment;  and  that  w«,  regardless 
of  our  duties,  spend  that  time  in  idle  debate?    I  ia* 
tended  to  have  made  my  remarks  last  evening;  hot* 
on  reflection,  I  thought  there  was  too  much  excite- 
ment.   I  hope  all  are  cool  now,   and  ready  to  do 
their  duty,  and  I  theretore  move  to  lay  the  wholt 
subject  on  the  table. 

MX'  P>  however,  withdrew  the  motion  at  the  re- 
quest of  Mr.  ELMoaE. 

Mr.  THOMPSON  sent  to  the  table  the  following 
substitute,  which  Mr.  Prentiss  accepted  as  a  modi- 
fication: 

Whereas,  Alexander  Duncan,  a  member  of  this 
House  from  the  State  of  Ohio,  has,  in  his  place, 
acknowledged  himself  to  have  written,  and  caused 
to  be  published  in  the  Globe  newspaper,  of  the  19lh  ^ 
instant,  the  following  writing,  to  wit:  •         ] 

FOR  TBE  GLOBE. 

On  the  16lli  and  17th  January  last,  I  made  sone 
remarka  in  the  House  ef  Representatirea  on  the 


CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBE. 
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TesolntioD  to  appotoi  a  committee  to  inquire  into 
tbe  defalcations  of  Samuel  Swart  vouf,  which  re- 
marks were  soon  after  published  in  the  Globe,  and 
have  since  been  pobiished  in  pamphlet  form.  Mr. 
Aanly  of  North  Carolina  ibllowed  me  in  reply. 
JLt  the  commencement  of  his  remarks,  he  insinu- 
ated that  I  was  ^n  Abolitionist.  I  promptly  pro- 
BOQDced  the  insinaaiion  a  baise  falsehood,  and  a 
fool  detraction,  whether  it  dwelt  upon  the  lips  of 
the  anprincipled  calumniator,  or  floated  on  the 
breeze  in  th&  corrupt,  poisonous,  and  slanderous 
Federal  sheets  of  the  day.  My  intention  at  the 
time  was  to  insult  the  member.  So  he  understood 
me.  So  all  who  heard  me  understood  me.  My 
'meaning  was  that  the  number  was  a  base  liar  and 
a  fool  calumniator;  and  the  only  reason  that  he  was 
•mBneihf  thus  denounced,  was  because  the  rules  of 
the  House  prohibited  me  from  doing  it  dhreellyt 
without  lajring  myself  liable  to  its  censure.  All 
dus,  too,  was  well  understood  at  the  time;  and  for 
thm  intended  and  well  understood  insult,  I  held 
^myself  in  readiness  to  give  the  menkber  any  satis- 
Ihetion  which  he  might  have  the  moral  courage  to 
seek.  But  no  disposition  to  seek  for  redress  was 
nanifcKted  within  the  time  I  had  a  right  to  expect 
it,  or  within  the  time  it  might  be  expected,  from  a 
man  who  had  any  r^ard  for  his  honor  or  reputa- 
tion. So  I  was  disposed  to  let  ihe  member  go  for 
what  1  believe  him  to  be,  a  mean  poltroon  and  a 
base  liar;  and  which  I  believe  be  may  at  any  time, 
and  in  any  place,  be  pronounced  with  impunity. 

Some  ten  or  twelve  da^  after  making  the  re- 
BVks  to  which  I  allude,  I  saw  a  communicatinn 
a  the  National  Intelligencer,  occupying  the  space 
of  fonr  or  five  columns  of  that  paper,  purporting  to 
be  ''the  reply  of  Mr.  Stanly,  of  North  Carolina,  to 
Dfr.   Dancan.*'    1  was  surprised  to  see  a  reply  of 
-anch  length.    I  was  not  present  all  the  time  the 
member  was  speaking.    I  was  present,  as  1  have 
-aiated,  when  he  commenced.    I  was  present  when 
he  finished,  and  his  last  remark  was,  "1  have  de- 
tained the  House  not  more  than  fifteen  minutes."  I 
ihottftht  he  was  correct  as  to  the  lime  he  occupied 
the  floor — (a  short  time  in  which  to  make  a  speech 
■occupying  four  and  a  half  columns  of  one  of  the 
laieest  newspaper  sheets.) 

Lea^e  is  sometimes  asked  of  the  House  to  write 
x>uta  speedi  which  there  may  not  be  time  to  make, 
-mad  the  privilege  is  generally  granted.  This  Is  an 
aooommodation  to  the  House,  and  to  the  country, 
-whose  business  is  permitted  to  progref^.  But,  in 
-all  eases  of  this  kind,  leave  of  the  House  ought  to 
he  obtained,  and  a  notice  of  the  fact  ought  to  ac- 
iDompany  the  written  speech.  It  is  mean  and  basely 
diahcmorabie,  and  it  is  a  falsehood  and  a  fraud 
practised  upon  the  community,  to  promulgate  a 
speech  purporting  to  have  been  delivered  on  the 
iloor  of  CongreGS  which  never  was  there  spoken,  on 
ifnj  other  conditions  than  by  the  leave  and  with  the 
aoC^oe  which  I  have  named. 

I  B:ay  that  the  speech  published  in  the  National 
Jofellifc^vnc^  of  ()>«  4th  instant,  purporting  to  be  '*the 
Knuo-hs  of  Mr.  Stanly,  in  reply  to  Dr.  Duncan," 
never  wai^  delivered  in  the  House  of  Repre- 
seutatiyea  nor  any  other  place,  except  through  the 
pollnced  colutuna  of  the  corrupt,  Bank  bought, 
servile  and  degi'aded  sheet,  through  which  it  makes 
lis  appearance;  therefore,  its  very  caption  or  title 
i;>on^"^^  a  base  fa«^9ehood,  and  a  mean  attempt  at 
timmd  y«*i  imposition  upon  the  public.  Its  whole 
body  is  a  tissue  of  misrepresentations,  unmanly  in- 
simiimtions,  and  low  vulgarity,  worthy  of  the  man  that 
cam  be  charged  with  base  falsehood  and  fool  d«- 
fffM>ri.rtfi  with  impunity.  In  order  to  know  that  I 
ecmld  not  he  mistaken  as  to  the  Hme  the  member 
oeeopied  in  his  attempt  to  reply  to  me,  and  to  as- 
'  i  some  other  facts,  of  which  I  will  soon 
.^  I  addressed  the  following  notes,  to  the  gentle- 
whose  names  are  prefixed,  to  which  I  received 
the  siabjoined  answers: 

House  OF  Representatives, 

February  9, 1839. 

Bssis   If  you  were  present  on  the   17th  January, 

1839      ^hen  Mr.  Stanly  of  North  Carolina  replied 

«a  3oin^  remarks  made  b^  me  on  the  resolution  to 

list  a  committee  to  inquire  into  the  defalca- 

of  Samuel  Swartwoot,  will  you  have  the 

to  state  what  time  Mr.  Stanly  occupied 

his  reply?     Whefiief  Mr.  Slade  of  Ter^ 


mont  did,  or  did  not,  hand  him  (Stanly)  a  paper  con- 
taining my  answer  to  some  Abtililion  interrogate* 
ries,  and  wheihrr  Mr.  Slade  did,  or  did  ddi,  point 
out  to  Mr.  Sianly  such  passages  ot  said  answer  as 
Mr.  Stanly  exhibited  in  his  reply. 

Your  attention  to  this,  will  much  oblige  your ' 
friend,  A.  DUNCAN. 

Hon.  H.  L.  TnaNET. 

House  of  Representatives, 

February—,   1839. 

Sir:  I  have  received  your  note  of  the  9th  of  this 
month,  and  in  answer  thereto  have  the  honor  to 
state,  that  I  was  in  my  seat  in  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives on  the  ITlh  of  January  last.  I  heard 
your  speech  delivered  in  the  House  on  that  day,  on 
the  subject  to  which  yon  refer,  and  the  reply  thereto 
of  the  Hon.  Mr.  Stanly  of  North  Carolina,  on  the 
same  day.  I  did  not  tax  my  recollection  with  the 
precise  time  occupied  by  Mr.  Stanly  in  making  his 
reply,  but  my  impression  is  it  did  not  exceed  fiAesn 
or  twenty  minutes. 

In  .the  course  of  Mr.  Stanly'^  remarks,  I  under- 
stood him  to  make  allusions  to  a  letter  which  he 
alleged  had  been  written  by  you  on  the  subject  of 
Abolitionism.  He  regretted  that  he  had  not  the 
letter  to  read  to  the  House.  In  a  few  seconds  af- 
ter this,  my  attention  was  directed  to  Mr.  Stanly 
by  some  gentlemen  who  sat  near  me,  and  who 
called  my  attention  to  the  fact,  that  Mr.  Slade  was 
prompting  Mr.  Stanly,  by  pointing  out  to  him  cer- 
tain parts  of  your  letter,  to  be  read  by  him  to  the 
House.  I  have  no  knowledge  how  or  from  whom 
Mr.  Stanly  leceived  the  letter  above  referred  to. 
I  am,  sir,  respectfully  yonrs,  Ac 

H.  L.  TURNEY. 
Hon.  A.  Duncan. 

House  op  RsPiiESSNTATivn, 
Feb.  9,  1839. 

Sir:  Were  you  in  the  House  on  the  17th  Janua- 
ry, 1839,  when  I  made  some  remarks  on  the  reso- 
lution providing  for  the  appointment  of  a  commit- 
tee to  inquire  into  the  defalcations  of  Samuel 
Swartwout,  or  were  you  present  when  Mr.  Stanl^, 
o(  North  Carolina,  replied  to  mel  If  so,  will  you 
be  so  good  as  to  state,  first,  if  Mr.  Slade  of  Ver- 
mont did,  or  did  not,  hand  him  (Stanly)  a  paper 
containing  my  letter  in  answer  to  some  Abolition 
interrogatories?  Second,  state  whether  Mr.  Slade 
did,  or  did  not,  stand  by  him  (Stanly)  and 
prompt  or  point  out  such  passages  of  said  letter  as 
were  exhibited  in  his  reply?  Third,  will  yon  state 
what  time  Stanly  occupied  in  his  reply,  and 
whether  or  not  the  greater  portion  of  that  time  was 
occupied  in  reading  portions  of  the  letter  above  al- 
luded to? 

Your  attention  to  this,  will  much  oblige. 

Yours,  4c.  A.  DUNCAN. 

Hen.  J.  A.  Btnum. 

Wasbinoton  City, 

10th  F^b.  1839. 

Sir:  In  reply  to  your  note  of  the  9th  instant,  and 
the  questions  therein  contained,  I  can  only  say 
that  I  was  present,  and  heard  the  concluding  part 
of  your  remarks  on  the  ocea9ion  alluded  to;  after 
which,  I  saw  Mr.  Stanly  rise,  and  heard  his 
reply. 

I  did  not  see  Mr.  Slade  hand  Mr.  Stanly  the 
paper  containing  your  letter  on  the  subject  of  Abo- 
lition. Mr.  Slade  has  informed  me  since,  how* 
ever,  that  he  did  hand  Mr.  Stanly  such  a  paper  at 
the  time  alluded  to  by  you. 

While  Blr.  S.  was  speaking,  I  saw  Mr.  Slade 
standing  by,  or  behind  Mr.  Stanly,  pointing,  as  I 
thought,  at  different  paragraphs  in  the  paper  held  by 
Mr.  S.  As  to  the  last  question,  I  think  I  heard  Mr. 
Stanly  say,  in  concluding  his  few  remarks,  that  he 
had  not  addressed  Che  House  more  than  fifteen 
minutes,  and  I  think  that  about  the  time  he  did 
speak. 

With  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obe* 
dient  servant, 

J.A.BYNUM. 

The  Hon.  A.  DbRCAN. 

House  op  Rbpresbntatites, 
f^b.  9, 1839. 
Sir:  Were  yon  in  the  Hoase  on  the  17th  Janu- 
ary, when  1  madt^soiaexeaiuks  on  the  iMctlatioa 


providinsT  for  tbe  appointment  of  a  committee  ii 
inquire  into  ihe  defalcations  of  Samuel  Swartwout, 
or  were  yea  present  during  the  time'  that  Mr. 
Stanly  replied  to  me?  If  so,  will  you  be  so  good 
as  to  slate  the  time,  as  near  as  possible,  or  as  well 
as  you  can  recollect,  that  he  (Sianly)  occupied  in 
his  reply.  Your  early  answer  will  much  oblige 
your  friend,  A.  DUNCAN. 

To  Hon.  Ely  Moori. 

House  of  Represbntative.^^, 
Feb.  12,  1839. 
Sir:  In  reply  to  tbe  interrogatories  contained  in  your 
communication  of  the  9th  inst.  I  will  stale  ihat  I 
wns  in  the  House  at  the  time  referred  to»and  heard 
the  remarK-«  both  of  Mr.  Sianly  and  yourself. 
The  time  occupied  by  Mr.  S.  inhi^  reply  toyoH  did 
not,  to  the  best  cf  my  recollection,  ekcecd  fine? n 
minutes. 

Very  respectfully, 

ELY  MOORE. 
Hon.  A.  Duncan. 

I  think  I  am  sustained  in  the  fact  which  I  have 
asserted,  viz:  that  "the  speech  of  Mr.  Stanly  of 
North  Carolina,  in  reply  to  Dr.  Dancan,"  &c. 
never  was  made  in  the  House  of  Represenlaiivev, 
or,  if  made,  must  have  been  made  in  the  short  apace 
^^fifleen  tnt«it^cs/V  '  Bat  even  all  that  time  was  not 
occupied  in  making  the  speech  purporting  to  be 
the  reply  to  "Dr.  Duncan."  When  I  charged 
upon  the  member  a  base  falsehood,  dbc.  for 
making  the  insinuation  which  he  did,  some 
part  of  the  fifteen  minutes  was  occupied  in  de- 
nying that  he  had  insinuated  that  I  was  an 
Abolitionist.  Here  is  where  the  member  showed 
the  white  feather.  That  denial  was  but  a  squirm- 
ing from  under  the  responsibility  of  answering  in 
an  honorable  way  the  charge  of  being  guilty  of 
base  falsehood.  A  part  of  the  balance  of  these 
precious  fifteen  minutes,  (and  .  a  great  part,  too,) 
was  occupied  in  reading  garbled  extracts  from  a 
letter  which  I  wrote  in  answer  to  some  Abolition 
interrogatories  propounded  to  me  shortly  befote 
my  re-election.  The  member  first  regretted  that 
he  bad  not  the  letter  in  his  possession;  but  it  was 
soon  furnished.  Who  furnished  it?  Mr.  Slade  of 
Vermont.  Ah !  Mr.  Slade,  I  am  happy  to  meet 
you  on  this  board  of  exposition.  I  have  been 
talking  all  this  time  about  (to  use  a  vulgar  phrase) 
"the  little  end  of  nothing;^*  a  thing  that  requires  the 
u<e  of  a  telescope  to  see  if  it  b^at  any  considerable 
disu&nce;  hardly  the  ninth  part  of  a  man;  a  thing 
now  out  of  time  and  out  of  place;  a  thing  that  the 
Almighty  never  intended  for  any  other  purpose 
than  the  use  of  the  bodkin,  .shears,  and  thimble. 
But  you,  sir,  axe  a  man  six  feet  five  in  your  shoes. 
I  feel  a  freedom  in  talking  to  you;  and,  in  order  to 
have  a  full  and  ample  case,  1  will  splice  the 
member  Arom  North  Carolina  to  you,  and  for  a 
short  time  will  consider  you  one  person,  or  in 
^^cahoot^^^  and  in  that  capacity  I  will  hold  myself 
responsible  to  you  for  all  I  say. 

You  profess  to  be  an  Abelilionist;  religiously, 
morally,  patriotically  and  civilly,  a  modern  Aboil- 
tionist;  even  so,  I  have  been  told,  to  amaSgrnntiHwi^ 
ion.  You  furnished  the  member  from  North  Caro- 
lina, did  you,  with  my  answer  to  the  Abolitionists, 
from  which  to  read  garbled  extracts?  You  stood  at 
his  elbow,  did  you,  prompting  him,  and  pointing 
out  suitable  passages  of  my  letter,  to  enable  him  to 
make  an  anti-Abolition  speech,  and  attach  to  my 
name  that  of  Abolitionism?  Only  think  of  this!  A 
rank  Abolition  Whig  from  the  North  in  "coAoor* 
with  a  rank  anti-Abolition  Whig  from  the  South,  in 
exposiiig  the  pernicious  doctrine  contained  in  a  let- 
ter which  deprecates  slavery  in  the  abstract^  or,  ra-  . 
ther,  a  Northern  Abolition  Whig  making  a  conve- 
nience and  a  parrot  of  a  Southern  anii-Aboliiion- 
ist,  through  which  to  expose  the  dangerous  tenden- 
cies of  an  expression  of  hostility  to  slavery  in  the 
abstract,  and  its  efiects,  without  regard  to  time  or 
place!  What  base  so^.histry!  what  black  hypocri- 
sy! what  political  swindling  for  base  and  corrupt 
party  purposes! 

Yes,  black  hypocrisy,  take  it  as  you  may.  If  I  am 
an  Abolitionist,  why  should  the  member  from  Ver- 
mont lend  himself  to  make  me  odious  to  the  slave- 
holding  people?  Or,  if  the  member  from  Vermont 
is  sincere  in  his  profession  of  Abolitionism,  why 
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is  he  agisting  a^d  promptiDgf  an  anti-Abolitionist 
to<eipoeie  opioions.of  mine,  to  the  prejadice  of  the 
priiiciplei  pif  his  faith?  If  the  member  from  North 
Carol.nn  is  sincere  in  his  professions  of  anti-Aboli- 
tionism,  whjrdoe$  hp  permit  himself  lobe  made  the 
.  loo!  of  an  avowed  Abolitionist?  All  this  unnatural 
coouection  is  well  understood.  Abolitionism  and 
Whigery,  iM<c^  twin  brothers,  walk  hand  and  hand 
liere  and  every  where  else.  There  is  not  an  iim  on 
earth,  however  degraded,  that  Whigery  will  not 
take  by  tb»  han4«  Here  we  have  the  evidence  of 
the  subinis.<«ia^  and  acknowledgement  into  which 
Cve  meo^r  from  North  Carolina  was  either  kicked 
or  coaxed  by  party  discipline,  evidenced  by  the 
fullowing.  letter,  by  which  the  member  from  North 
Carolina  is  made  publicly  to  retract  a  change  which 
he  had  made  against  the  member  from  Vermont, 
and  to  declare,  publicly,  that  he  [Stanly]  believes 
that  the  open,  avowed,  and  reckless  Abolitionist, 
[Slade,]  "means  no  harm  to  the  South."  Bat  read 
the  letter*    Heie  it  ia: 

TO   THE  EDITORS. 

Wasoimoton,  Dec.  14, 1838. 

Meanrii.  Galbs  and  Sbaton:  In  the  Intelligencer  of  this 
inarninc  I  find  the  foUowing  reuort: 

"  Mr.  Alade  iniroduced  the  following  reeolution: 

"  Whereea  there  exieta,  and  is  carried  on  between  the  ports 
In  the  Disirict  of  Columbia  andother  porta  af  the  United  States, 
and  under  the  Fanciion  of  the  laws  thoreof;  a  trade  in  human 
beings,  whereby  thousandsief  them  are  annually  sold  and  trans- 
poned  fnim  said  District  to  distant  parts  of  the  country,  in  rcs- 
aela  belongiog  to  citizens  of  the  United  States:  and  whereas, 
sur^  trade  involves  a«  outrageous  violation  of  human  rights, 
IB  a  disgrace  to  the  country  by  whose  laws  it  is  sanctioned,  and 
calls  for  the  immediate  interposition  of  legislaave  authority  for 
its  suppreesieiL 

**TherKioTe,  to  the  end  that  all  obstacles  to  the  consideration 
of  this  subject  may  be  removed,  and  a  remedy  for  the  evil 
speedily  provided, 

''Rewlved.  That  so  much  of  the  fifth  of  the  resolutions  on 
the  subject  olslavery,  passed  by  this  House  on  the  11th  and  lath 
of  the  preeent  month,  as  relates  to  *the  removal  of  slaves  fn>m 
State  to  Slate,'  and  prohibits  the  action  of  this  House  on  'every 
petition,  memorial,  reeolution,  propesiUon,  or  pbper,  toeching' 
the  same,  be,  and  hereby  is,  rescinded." 

After  which,  it  la  reported  that  "Mr.  Dawson  called  for  the 
reading  of  the  resolution;  which  having  boen  again  read,  Mr. 
Bianly  said  he  wished  to  inirodoce  an  amendment.  The  Chair 
said  It  was  not  now  in  order,  tlie  resolution  not  yet  being  m  the 
poes<>8sioi  of  the  Houro  " 

When  Mr.  Blade's  reeolutiona  were  read,  and  I  heard  the 
worda'^ouiragcous  violation  of  human  rights"  and  "disgrace- 
ftil"  applied^  tm  1  thought,  to  the  slaveholding  States,  and  t« 
Nonh  Carolina  as  one  of  them,  I  could  not  repress  the  indigna- 
tio.i  I  Itf  It  at  such  lans^oage.  It  was  under  the  influcnoe  of  this 
excitement  that  I  wished  to  "Introduce  an  amendment,"  when 
the  ''Chair  said  it  was  not  now  in  order." 

The  amendment  I  wished  to  introduce  was  in  the  words  fol- 
lowing: 

"iZcsofred;  That  said  reaoiution  is  disrespectful  in  its  lan- 
guage, and  outrageously  insulting  to  the  Ref  sesenutives  of  the 
■lavcholiling  States;  that  it  in  calculated  to  provoire  and  irritate . 
the  membera  from  said  States;  and  that  the  consideration  of  mid 
resolution  would  be  an  Vutrageoui  violation'  of  the  leepect  due 
o  the  slaveholding  States,  and  would  necessarily  tend  to  weaic- 
n  the  bonds  of  our  Union. 

*</2eso/red.  That  said  resolution  is 'disgracoful'  to  the  mem- 
ber «rho  presents  it,  as  it  evinces  a  total  disregard  of  the  feelings 
eftheRepreeentativesofthe  slaveholding  Suites  of  this  Unioa, 
and  doe4  not  deserve  to  he  considered  by  the  House." 

But  the  lules  of  order,  diflereat  at  diflereot  timee,  prevented 
me  ifom  introducing  this  amendment,  aud  I  do  not  now  regret  it, 
as  the  resolution  was  not  considered  by  the  House,  and  as  l  have 
been  since  satisfied  that,  though  the  language  sounded  harahly 
to  the  eartf  of  a  llepreeentaiive  from  the  South,  nothing  offen- 
sive vfas  intended,  and  I  write  this  note  now,  that  my  constitvi- 
ttnts  may  be  informed  what  my  amendment  was;  waiting  for 
an  huur  of  leisure,  when  I  will  inform  them  more  fully  why  it 
was  that  I  did  not  vote  upon  the  reeolutions  recently  offered  by 
a  meml)er  from  New  Hampshire. 

I  iiavegood  reasons  for  refuaing  Ut  join. in  the  miaerahle 
farcp  wiiic  I  has  been  played  by  thoTnetruments  of  party  in  the 
House  of  Representatives  during  Tuesday  and  Wednesday 
Jest. 
Oblige  me  by  pabliebing  tfaiaaoce. 

Very  reejpecifuUy,  yours, 

EDWARD  STANLY. 

Comment  on  this  letter,  it  would  seem,  is  nn- 
necessarjr.  The  resolution  of  the  member  from 
Vermont  not  only  strikes  at  the  root  of  every  inte- 
rest the  Southern  Slates  have  in  the  institutions  of 
slayer>%  but  it  uses  the  most  deg^radlng  and  abusive 
language  that  a  foul  tongue  could  express,  or  a 
poisoned  pen  record;  and  so  the  member  frem 
North  Carolina  virtually  expresses  himself;  but, 
either  Trom  being  whipped  into  the  traces  by  force 
of  party  discipline,  or  from  cowardice  unworthy  a 
son  ef  the  South,  whose  heart  ought  to  be  in  her 
interests,  and  her  reputation  his  boast,  be  is  forced 
1o  the  degrading  piAlie  acknowledgment  that  no- 
thing offensive  to  the  South  was  intended  by  the 
member  from  Vermont!  I  think,  as  the  people  of 
Nonh  Carolina  will  nndersiand  this  matter,  it> 
useless  for  me  to  expand  (ipoa  it. 

Bui  a  word  in  reUtiqn]  and  in  jastiea  to  myself, 
A  few  dayc  prior  to  my  i^-^etoetMHi,  j«\Fi;ral  ia^io*  I 


gatoiies  wete  proponnded  to  me  on  the  subject  of 
the  abolition  of  slavery  in  the  Disirict  of  Colum- 
bia, and  I,  probably  on  the  spur  of  the  occasion, 
answered  ihem  without  ii«ie  for  rcdectiun,  or  op- 
portunity for  examination;  but  I  am  to  say  that,  on 
mature  examination,  I  have  not  one  word,  contain- 
ed m  that  letter,  to  take  back,  as  it  regards  slavery 
in  the  abstract  or  A^litionism.  When  I  wrote 
that  letter  I  felt  as  I  wrote.  1  wrote  as  I  now  feel, 
and  as  1  hope  always  to  feel  on  the  subject  of  sja- 
very,  in  die  absuaot,  and  as  thousands  and  hun- 
dreds of  thousands  of  the  best  men  the  world  ever 
produced,  have  thought,  and  now  think,  both  in 
free  and  in  slave  States. 

My  remarks  in  thai  letter  were  made  with  refer- 
ence to  slavery  in  all  time,  present,  past,  and  fu- 
ture, and  wiliioQt  reference  to  any  partienlar  realm, 
kLngidom,'empire,  or  republic;  and  I  now  say,  that 
the  man  who  wiil  otherwise  express  himself  to  this 
general  view  of  the  snbject  of  slavery  in  the  ab- 
stract, is  no  philanthropist,  is  no  friend  to  human 
liberty,  and  would  be  unworthy  the  proud  name 
of  an  American. 

My  objeetions  to  modem  Abolitionism  are 
strongly  expreved  in  the  same  letter.  I  there  de- 
precate it  as  dtKn-ganizing  in  its  tendencies — in 
violation  of  the  compact  by  which  the  Union  was 
brought  into  existence,  and,  if  peiciisted  in,  will  en- 
danger its  duration.  My  official  course  since  has 
been  in  accordance  with  the  view  I  then  en- 
tertained of  it.  I  voted  to  suspend  the  rule 
for  the  admission  of  Mr.  Athenon^  resolutions, 
for  the  object  and  contents  of  which  I  refer  the 
reader  to  the  journals  of  the  House  u  «tepresenta- 
tives  for  the  present  session  of  Congress.  A  motion 
for  adjonmment  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Bell,  at 
the  early  hour  of  half  past  one  oHsloek,  p.  m.  evi- 
dently for  the  purpose  of  defeating  the  adoption  of 
the  resolutions.  I  voted  against  the  adjournment; 
but  the  member  from  North  CaroUna  (Mr.  Stanly) 
voted  in  favor  of  the  adjournment.  I  voted  through- 
out for  the  adoption  of  these  resolutions,  with  the 
exception  of  the  last  division  of  the  last  resolution, 
which  goes  to  prevent  the  reading,  printing  and  re- 
ference of  petitions  on  the  subject  of  Abolitionism. 
This  I  thought  impolitic,  and  well  cateulated  to 
multiply  petitions  and  petitioners  on  this  vexed 
question,  because  such  a  disposition  never  fails  to 
raise  the  cry  of  persecution.  I  also  thought  that 
such  a  disposition  of  petitions  was  a  violation  of 
the  right  of  petition  as  secured  by  the  Constitution; 
for,  sorely,  to  prevent  and  refuse  legislative  action 
upon  thtfm,  is  virtually  to  prostrate  the  right  to  pe- 
tioo.  To  lecogoise  the  right  to  petition  Congress  to 
abolish  slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  (which 
Congress  does  by  receiving  petitions  for  that  par- 
pose,)  and  at  the  same  time,  and  by  the  same  act, 
refuse  them  the  usual  legislative  action,  is  worse 
than  oontemptuous mockery  of  the  right  to  petition. 

I  hold  that  the  people  have  a  right  to  petition 
Congress  for  the  redress  of  every  grievance  not 
forbidden  by  the  Conittitotion.  I  hold  that  the  peo- 
ple are,  and  of  right  ought  to  be,  the  judges  of  what 
they  shall  petition  Congress  for,  and  I  hold  it  fol- 
lows, as  a  corollary,  that  Congress  is  bound  to  give 
petitions  the  proper  and  usual  direction,  to  the  end 
that  they  may  receive  that  legislative  action  which 
the  /ramere  of  the  Constitution  intentiled  they  should, 
when  they  secured  inviolate  the  rig^t  of  petition.  It 
seems  to  me  that  good  policy  and  a  sonn  i  inter- 
pretation of  the  Constitution  require,  that  such 
should  be  the  disposition  of  all  petitions. 

I  voted  for  Mr.  Athetton^  resolutions,  because  I 
thought  the  reserved  and  constitutional  rights  of  the 
Southern  States  demanded  their  adoption.  I  voted 
for  them,  because  I  tbonght  the  peace  and  (^niet  of 
the  country  required  it.  I  voted  for  them,  because, 
as  I  have  before  said,  I  think  the  peatical  operation 
of  the  principles  of  modern  Abolitionism  would  be 
more  fatal  to  the  unfortunate  African  than  even 
slavery  itselfas  it  at  present  exists  in  the  United 
States;  and,  therefore,  I  can  consider  modem  Abo- 
litionism in  no  other  light  than  as  mistaken  phi- 
lanthropy. I  voted  for  their  adoption,  becanst  I 
am  not  clear  that  Cougrees  has  any  sueh  power 
over  the  1>istiaot  of  <3o]unibia,  as  to  abolish  slavery 
within  iu  limits.  But  above  all,  I  voted  for  them, 
bvoaneetf  tUnk  the  pavpetnity  of  this  ITsion,  and 
itedMaiioiiofonriaiciiitiow  {f^aind  mat  thef 


should  all  be  adopted,  with  the  exception  of  tbat 
part  of  the  last  resolotion  which  I  before  eioepK^. 
I  say  I  stood  by  find  sustained  tb«se  resulaiioas 
voting  for  them  against  all  the  efforis  to  defcfit 
them  by  the  Opposition;  but  where  was  the  meo)- 
her  from  North  Carolina  at  this  trying  mome&tl  I 
have  examined  ihe  journals;  the  name  of  Edwud 
Stanly  is  not  to  be  found.  Where  was  he,  I  asi, 
when  the  Northern  Democracy  rallied  almost  lo  a 
man  to  put  at  rest  a  question  thai  was  shaking  the 
inatitutions  of  his  State  from  their  centre  to  iheir 
circumference,  and  endangering  the  very  existeooe 
of  the  Union  itself?  I  repeat,  where  was  the  mem- 
ber at  this  responsible  crisis?  Was  he  at  bis  post, 
SQ&taining  the  interests  of  his  State,  which  he  said 
on  one  occas^ion  not  long  since,  had  "oaowN  wire 

HIS  OaOWTB ! !  STRENQTHCNED  WITH  HIS  STRXMCTTH!!" 

No,  he  was  not  at  bis  post.     He  was,  spaniel-like, 
skulking  from  his  duty  and  his  post,  at  the  nod  of 
pany  discipline;  but,  when  backed  and  prompted 
by  the  JtMitionitt^  Slade,  he  assumed  all  the  pen- 
ness  of  a  whiffet,  hissed  on,  puppy-like,  to  do  that 
which  a  bi^^er  dog  had  not  the  courage  to  attempt. 
But  to  conclude,  people  of  North  Carolina,  (Cot 
this  paper  may  find  its  way  to  you,)  what  do  yoii 
think  of  your  Representative,  who  has  attempted 
to  practise  a  base  fraud  and  a  mean  deceptioa 
upon  you,  by  promulgating  a  speech  among  you,       j 
purporting   to    have    ITeen  delivered  by  him  io 
the  House  of  Representatives,  which  never  was       | 
delivered,  and  though  a  disgra.ce^-delivered  or       ; 
written — ^to  any  man  but  the  member  from  Nonh 
Carolina,  he  has  neither  the  moral  courage  not 
the  talent  to  deliver.    What  do  you  think  of  your 
Representative,  who  has  patiently  stood  to  be  charged 
with  base  falsehood  and  foul  detraction  with  im- 
punity, and  who,  to  skulk  from  the  responsibility 
of  resenting  such  an  insult,  has  baaely  denied  th&L 
which  every  word  written    in  that  which  he  ii 
pleased  to  call  his  speech,bears  e  vidence,thnsaddii]g, 
I  repeat,  base  falsehood  to  mean  cowardice.  What 
do   you  think  of  your  Representative  who  has 
skulked  from  the  support  of  measures,  (I  mean 
Atherion*8  resolutions,)  introduced  for  the  pucpose 
of  putting  to  rest  that  dangerous  question,  modem      { 
Abolitionism,  so  eminently  calculated  to  disturb      \ 
the  peace  and  harmony  of  this  Union,  and  to  pios- 
trate  or  shake  the  instituiions  of  the   member^i 
State,    whose   interests    have  <*  grown  with  his      I 
growth ! !  I  and  strengthened  with  his  strength  1 1 V^       \ 
But,  above  all,  what  do  you  ihink  of  your  Ber     i 
presentative,  who  has  permitted  himself  to  be  made     j 
the  tool,  the  eatspaw,  the  thing,  the  automaton, 
and  the  parrot,  through  which  an  open  and  avow- 
ed  Aboiitioiiij»t   should  make   sua.  anti-Abolitioa 
speeph?    An  anil-Abolition   speech  through  yooi 
Representative!  and  that,  loo,  by  an  AbolttionisL' 
yes,  andt  I  believe,  an  amalgamation  Abolitionist,     j 
too,  a  man  who  ha^  spent  or  evaporaled  thousands    ' 
of  dollars  on  the  floor  of  Congress  in  efforts  to  es- 
tablmh  principles  and  laws  subversive  of  yoor  in- 
stitutions, ia  violation  of  your  reserved  rights  as  a 
State,  and  disorganizing,  if  not  destructive,  to  the 
Union,  and  so  far  as  amalgamation   is  ooncemed, 
or  is  a  part  of  his  creed,  degrading  to  tlie  American 
character.    This  is  the  man  from  whom  your  Re- 
presentative receives  promptings:,  papers,  and  dic- 
tations, JU>  fix  upon  me  the  character  of  an  Aboli- 
tionist! audio  expose  the   horrors,  injustice,  and 
dangers  of  modem  Abolition  isml 

1  conclude  by  saying,  that  if  the   speech  in  die 
Intelligencer,  which  purports  to   b«  "the  reply  of 
Mr.  Stanly  of  North  CaroUna  to   Dr.   Duncan«" 
had  been  delivered,  and  had   the    member  sus- 
pended the  previous  question    which   he   held  aiid 
which  he  reposed  to  suspend,    this  communicatioa 
would  have  appeared  in  the. form  of  a  reply,  w^idi, 
would  have  been  made  to  all   he  really  did  aji 
bat  as  it  was,  I  thought  it  due  to  myself,  to  ilMifj» 
who  may  read  this  paper,   and    to   the  cause  of  ; 
truth  and  justice,  to  make  the  above  expose. 
Further  this  deponent  saith  not. 

A,  DUNCAN. 

House  or  RcpRssxieTATr^Es, 
^      ,  Pebruary  12, 183$. 

Sir:  In  n  letter  written  by  nae  in  answer  to  aoM 
intarrqgatories  proponnded  to  me  on  the  sohieel  p( 
AlK«tioato*  Ir  a  Awt>«r  of  mrmberp  of^. 


ooMonsssiaifiyLi  otmE. 
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Aoti-^teTexy  Society  ia  the  district  I  ht>re  the 
honor  t«  represent,  I  deprecate  slavery  in  the  ab< 
struct;  and  I  attempt,  to  some  extent,  to  describe ' 
the  effects  it  has  opon  theiastitutions  and  prospects 
of  Ihose  coon  tries  and  States  where  it  eiisls.    I 
abo,  in  the  same  letter,  deprecate  modem  Abolition- 
ism as  f'ans eroQs  and  (UsorxaniziB«,  subversive  of 
tbe  reserved  rights  of  the  slave  Siates^aiid  calcolaled 
to  endanger  the  Union,  Ac.    All  in  that  letter  that 
I  said  in  relation  to  slavery,  was  intended  to  apply 
to  slavery  in  the  abstract;  also  toMspply  to  slavery 
tad  its  effects  in  all  time  past,  present,  and  fotore. 
I  gave  no  locations.  My  objeciioos  and  descriptions 
were  of  the  most  general  character.    I  see  tn  a 
speedi  published  in  the  National  Ir^liigencer,  pur- 
porting to  l)e  a  speech  made  by  "Mr.  Stanly  of 
North  Carolina,  in  reply  to  Dr.  Duncan,  dec."  be 
is  made  to  ask,  in  substance,  if  the  r«in  and  deso- 
lation, Ac.  which  I  d«scril>e  in  tbe  letter  above- 
aamed,  applies  to  yonr  district,  Ac  Yon  are  made 
to  respond,  "  No ;  it  is  a  foul  libel,  a  bass  slander 
Bpon  tny  constituents  and  upon  my  State.*'    If  yon 
made  9.uch  a  remark,  I  did  ma  hear  it,  or  I  woald 
have  responded  to  it  at  the  time.    I  presume  you 
made  it.    Now,  sir,  if  you  read  my  letter,  yon 
ma5t  have  seen  that  my  odjidWMs  to  slavery  have 
reference  to  slavery  in  the  abstract,  end  applied  to 
slavery,  as  I  have  before  said,  in  i\i  t."  •. ;  and  mj 
description  of  its  effects  had  no  location.    \'on  bad 
DO  right  lo  snppoee  that  my  descnpiion  of  tbe  ef- 
fects of  slavery  applied  to  your  Suie,  or  your  dis- 
tric%  where  it  is  well  known,  it  is  a  matter  of  his- 
tory creditable  to  vonr  SUzxe,  that  slavery  exists  in 
its  mildest  and  most  nnexceptionable  lorm.    I  say, 
if  yoQ  had  read    my    letter,    yoti    woald  have 
had  so  grounds  to  warrant  the  remark  you  are  said 
to  have  made.    If  you  never  read  the  letter,  and 
know  nothing  of  its  contents,  only  frona   the  base 
and   unmanly  manner  in  which  itx  farbled  frag- 
ments have  be9n  exhibited,  you  were  wholly  unjus- 
tifiable in  your  remark.    Yon  made  theMmaik 
vader  the  broad  and  protective  shield  of  parlia- 
■ke&tary  privilege.    You  have  not  the  moral  coo- 
rage  to  face  me,  or  any  other  man,  and  make  such 
a  remark,  without  the  protection  of  such  a  privi- 
lege.   It  is  a  shield  and  privilege   under   which 
many  a  pnppy,  in  man's  shape,  has  taken  refnget 
1  think  yonr  remarks  were  unwarrantaed,  un*> 
called  for,  and  unprovoked.    And,  sir,  on  my  own 
respoBsfhility,  and  without  claim  to  privilege,  per- 
Httt  me.  By  way  of   offset  and  compromise,  lo  re- 
dprocafe  the  r^ark  by  another,  wbidh  I  think 
belter  foonded  in  truth — that  is,  that  yon  are  a  liar 
dnd  a  seoondreU  and,  permit  me  to  add,  also,  that 
inmy^opisito,  you  ars.  better  qvabhed  to  adorn 
theganibher's  beard,  the  brothel,  and  the  degery, 
ffettfi  the  halls  of  Congress. 

A.  DUNCAN. 
Ts"Vf  rtUA*!  BooTHOATJB,  esq. 

Hoots  OF  REMlBSEllTlTtVjn, 

February  IB,  1830. 

Sfs:  In  the  remarks  Which  I  made  hi  the  Hoase 
of  Representatives  on  the  17th  January,  1839^  on 
tlwiesottttlon  to  appoint  a  commtnee  to  investi- 
gate the  defhleatlons  of  Samuel  Swanweor,  I  ex- 
fmsed  the  names  cf  several  Qoverntnent  oe/hottem, 
imd  the  several  amounts  for  which  they  were 
m  default,  and  the  offices  which  they  held 
mder  which  the  defaloatioas  occurred.  In 
my  expositions  I  was  governed  by  the  official  re- 
porta  and  records  of  the  different  Government 
Depamnents.  Among  them  I  found  the  name  of 
Bohert  B.  Randolph,  acting  pnner  in  the  navy, 
reported  to  be  a  defaulter  to  tbe  amount  of  tB&,000, 
or  upwards.  Since  the  publication  of  the  remarks 
Above  referred  to,  I  have  seen  a  communication 
addressed  to  me  throagh  the  Alexandria  Qazette, 
(a  paper  published  in  the  District  of  Oolnmbiar) 
signed  Robert  B.  Randolph,  denying  that'  he  U  a 
poblic  defanlier,  as  he  has  vouchers  to  show,  Ae« 

I  hope  the  statrment  of  Mr.  Rahdolph  is  true. 
Itwillgite  me  great   uneasiness,  if  I  have  done  i 
bim  iojastice.  I  have  not  the  slightest  acquaintance  ; 
with   Mr.  Randolph,  nor  have  I   any   practical  ; 
knowledge  of  his  delalcatioa^  whatever.    If  1  have 
done  hiuinjteiace  in  the  exposition  I  battle  made, 
it  will  give  iBfrgfMU'^leasiire  to  acknowledge  my 
anor  m  as  public  a-jniair  aa^  I  >bavo  aiadv^ths 


exposition.    Will  yon  have  the  goodnos   to  in- 
form me,  without  delay,  what  the  relations  of  Mr. 
Randolph  are  with  the  Government  in  refereikce 
to  tbe  delaleations  reported  by  your  Department? 
Respectfully, 
(Signed)  A.  DUNCAN. 

To  die  Fourth  AimiToa. 

TaaJLBQMJ  DsPAjmcKBiT,  FouBTH  Auditor's  Ofpxcb, 
February  19,  1839. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  ac^owledge  the  tc- 
ceipc  of  your,  letter  of  this  date,  inqniring  *^hat  the 
relations  of  Mr.  Robert  B.  Randolph  are  with  the 
Government,  in  reference  to  the  defalcations  re- 
ported by  the  Treasury  Department,*'  and  to  state, 
in  reply,  that  the  account  of  Mr.  Randolph,  as 
acting  purser  of  the  frigate  Constitution,  was  set- 
tled and  closed  in  this  office,  in  the  month  of  Oc- 
tober, 18198;  that  in  February,  1833,  he  was  re- 
charged with  items  for  which  he  had  been  errone- 
ously credited  in  (he previous  settlement,  amoant- 
ing  to  $35,329  17;  and  that  by  a  subsequent 
allowance  for  pay  and  rations  to  19th  April.  1833, 
the  balance  against  him  was  reduced  tQ'$^,097  83, 
in  which  sum  he  appears,  by '  the  books  of 
this  office,  still  to  be  indebted  to  the  United  States. 

I  have  the  honor,  sir,  to  be,  very  respectfully, 
your  obedient  serv&nt, 

A.  O.  DAYTON. 
To  the  Hon.  Alex.  Ditncan, 

Home  of  RepresentRltvcs. 

House  op  Rcpresxntatives, 

P'ebruary  19, 1839. 
Sra:  If  you  were  Fourth  Auditor  of  the  Trea- 
sury Department  at  the  time  Robert  B.  Randolph 
was  purser  in  the  navy,  will  you  have  the  good- 
ness to  state  lo  me  whether  Mr.  Randolph  was,  or 
was  not,  a  public  defaulter.  If  he  was  a  defaulter, 
please  state  to  what  amount  he  so  appeared.  It  is 
alike  doe  to  myself,  as  it  is  to  Mr.  Randolph,  thst 
this  information  should  be  fttmisbed  me.  Will 
you  please  give  it  your  immediate  attentioni 
I  am  yours,  with  high  respect, 

A.  DUNCAN. 
Hon.  A.  Kendall. 

WA^niNtfroN,  Feb.  18, 1839. 

Sir:  I  have  just  received  your  letter  of'  this  date. 
I  was  not  Fourth  Auditor  at  the  time  Robert  B. 
Randolph  wAs  an  acting  purser  in  ttre  navy,  nor 
did  I  settle  his  actount  for  that  service;  but  I  settled 
the  account  of  his  predeeestor  in  the  pursership,  who 
had  died  at  sea;  and  in  the  conrse  of  that  dnty  dis- 
covered that  Mr.  Randolph  had  received  a  large 
sum  cf  public  money  lelf  by  the  deceased  purser 
otk  board  of  bis  ship,  with  which  he  had  neverbeen 
charged,  and  other  property,  ]Mbtic  a|id  private, 
for  which  he  did  not  appear  to  have  accounted. 
The  amount  was  accordingly  charged  to  hhnonthe 
books  of  the  Fourth  Atiditor,  wheie,  I  suppose,  the 
charge  still  stands. 

Mr.  Randolph  denied  his  indebtedness^  alleging 
that  he  had  paid' away  the  money  on  account  of 
his  predecessor  and  taken  the  vouchers  in  his  nanie, 
but  could  prodtice  no  proof  ^hich  would  entitle 
him  to  credits  in  the  accounting  office.  It  wto  tbe 
opinion  of  a  court 6f  inquiry,  called  in  his  case,  that 
be' had  supplied  a  portion  of  the  money  in  the  way 
he  alleged,  and  that  he  Was  Justly  indebted  for  the 
balance. 

I  write  from  zHemory  and  cannot  particularise. 
Very  respectfully, 
Your  obedient  servant, 

AMOS  KENDALL. 
Hon.  A.  DoNCAK. 

I  have  been  induced  to  make  the  inquiries  and 
exposures  here  exhibited,  inconsequence  of  the  fol- 
lowing communication,  viz: 

To  thi  Hon.  A.  Duncan  of  Okio. 

In  a  «p6edi  which  hM  bom  publMied,  aald  alfo  to  hAvabeon 
dollvwed  by  you.  in  the  Houw  or  Reprauniative^  I  find  that 
you  have  claflaed  me  among  the  public  dofaulterfl.  However 
much  vou  may  bfl  in  laror  of  Abolition  *in  the  abeiract,"  I  bpe 
that,  bereafter,  you  vrill  no(,ia  makins  uae  of  my  name,  nboUsh 
the intth,  1  am  do. defaulter,  aa  the documenu  in  my  pusseaeion 
will  show.    It  may  suit  your  creed,  air,  to  arand  up  in  your 

Et^ce,  and,wlth  braseo  front,  defame  honest  and  honombie  men; 
atToueholl  not  uw  your  ^'  privilgo"  when  I  am  concanied, 
without  raceivinff  a  proper  contradiction.  You  bare  quite 
epougli  to  do,  to  defend  the  peculatfona  and  f^odaof  youc  poii. 


land,aa  well  as  those  who  ateal  thouaanda,  and  remain  at 
anchor  hero— without  calamniailoK  innocent  persona.  I  tliere- 
fore  cBcosamaiid  to  you  a  iiule  caution  in  your  future  har> 
rancuos. 

R.  B.  RANDOLPH, 
Lata  of  the  United  duteo  Navy. 

Alazandna,  January  29, 1839. 

It  was  not  from  a  spirit  of  resentment  I  have 
been  indaeed  lo  notice  the  above  communication. 
No:  I  was  led  to  notice  it  from  a  disposition  to  do 
Mr.  Randolph  justice  and  right,  if  I  had  done  him 
an  injury,  although  1  think  most  readers  will  con- 
clnde,  with  me,  that  Air.  Bandolph  might  have  seen 
abundance  of  reason  in  the  following  extract,  to 
have  desisted  from  tbe  above  communication. 
This  extract  is  taken  from  the  speech  to  which 
Mr.  Randolph  alludes,  and  was  in  answer  to  Mr. 
Bell,  as  the  extract  shows.  When  I  was  exposing 
the  defalcation  of  the  Messrs.  Erwins,  Mr.  Bell  of 
Tennessee  rose,  and  said  the  Erwins  were  not  de- 
faulters; it  was  a  slander  promulgated  by  the  Globe 
paper. 

*'Mr.Di7KGAN  responded,  that  he  did  not  pet  the  iaformadoii 
irom  the  Globe:  he  obtained  it  from  the  recorda  in  the  orchiTos 
of  the  (SoTemmeot;  eTidefioe  of  the  highest  character,  and  that 
which  is  open  to  the  view  of  evecy  pne  who  deairea  to  nad.  I 
hope  (aaid  Mr.  D.)  it  is  not  true.  I  would  prefer  to  conceal,  at 
ail  timea,  human  weaiuieas  and  depravity,  rather  than  expoeo, 
where  it  may  t>e  done  without  public  iniury;  but  I  would  pre- 
fer that  auch  depravity  aa  I  am  now  exposing,  did  not  exiai. 
And  I^t  me  aay,  once  for  all.  that  I  know  nothing  personally  ef 
the  numerous  and  wholesale  frands  which  (am  nowexpoamg 
I  am  aliico  ignorant  of  the  men  whom  the  records  show  to  be 
the  perpetratora.  Theee  frauds,  with  the  names  of  those  who 
cemmilied  them,  are  matters  of  record,  and  the  facta  a  re  spread 
over  the  whole  country,  and  known  to  all  who  read  the  jour- 
nals oi  Congress,  and  the  reports  ef  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
aury.  Consequenilv,  my  exftosition  can  neither  affect  the  re- 
putation of  those  whose  names  I  expose  or  the  cause  of  justice." 

I  say  the  remarks  contained  in  this  extract  might 
have  well  superseded  the  communication.  But 
Mr.  R.  volunteers  the  following  advice:  "I  there- 
fore recommend  to  you  a  little  caution  in  your  future 
harangues."  I  return  my  thanks  for  this  ad  vice;  and 
whsn  I  want  more  I  will  call  for  it.  But  .Mr.  R.  is 
unkind  in  saying,  **It  may  suit  your  creed,  sir,  to 
stand  up  in  your  place,  and,witb  brazen  front,  defame 
honest  and  honorable  men.**  I  say  this  is  an  un- 
kind charge — is  unkind,  if  it  is  intended  to  fix  on 
me  a  claim  of  privilege  in  consequence  of  my  ro 
presentative  character.  I  claim  no  privilege  on 
that  ground.  I  hold  myself  responsible  for  all  I 
say,  either  in  my  personal  or  representative  cha- 
racter. If,  perchance,  1  am  officially  compelled 
to  notice  men  and  thickgs  iu  a  mi^nner  unplea^mt, 
and  I  am  to  be  held  responsible  in  my  individual 
capacity,,  all  I  ask  is  that  he  be  a  gentleman  who 
so  holds  me.  I  want  bim ,  to  have  clean  bands. 
He  must  be  such  an  one  whose  frauds  haVf  not 
been  such  as  to  place;  him  out  of  time  and  out  i^f 

Slace  when  he  is  without  the  gloomy  wads  of  a 
egrading  penitentiary.  Be  must  not  have  the 
base  and  degraded  character  of  coward  united  to 
his  reputation  in  life  and  to  his  memory  in  death, 
by  having  pulled  the  nose  of  an  old  patriot,  with- 
ered and  bleached  by  the  frosts  of  seventy  winters, 
and  worn  to  the  briiik  of  the  grave  by  services  to 
his  country.  A.  DUNCAN. 

Thereloic, 

Asftltsd,  That  the  said  ALsxANOxa  Duncan  has, 
in  the  premise^  subjected  himself  to  the  just  cen- 
sure of  this  House;  and  that  he  be  reprimanded 
therefor  by  the  SpsikKSii,  in  the  presence  of  the 
House. 

Mr.  ELMORE  then  gave  his  reasons  at  length 
why  he  should  sustain  this  motion.  Mr.  £.  having, 
aa  requested  by  the  original  mevef,  reiiewed  the 
motion, 

Mr.  DROMGOOLfi  asked  Mr.  PrraiKiN  lo  sub- 
stitute a  demand  for  the  previous  question,  but 
Mr.  P.  declined. 

Mr.  CUSHM AN  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays; 
which  were  ordered. 

Mr.  WI&E  moved  a  call  of  the  Houscv  Agreed 
to — ayes  88,  noes  69. 

After  the  call  was  proceeded  j a  till  216  members 
were  ascertained  to  be  present,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
ANDERSON,  it  was  further  dispensed  with. 

Mr.  SHfiRROD  WILLIAlVfS  (Mr.  PxTaiKiN 
having  again  temporarily  withdiawn  the  pending 
notion)  briefly  assigned  the  reasons  why  he  should 
vote  to  lay  on  the  table. 

Tbe  motion  having  been  renewed  hy  Mr.  W. 
the  vote  thereon -wi»-^ye«s  117,  miy8'94,  aa  foU 
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YEAS^Messrs.  Adams,  AodeFson,  Andrews, 
Atherton,  Banks,  Beatly,  Beers,  Beirne,  Bicknell, 
Birdsal),  Brodhead,  Broosoo,  Buchanan,  Bynum, 
Cambrelcng,  John  CaropbeU,  Casey,  Chaney, 
Chapman,  Clowney,  Coles,  Connor,  Crabb,  Crai^, 
Crary,  Crockett,  Cashman,  Davee,  De  GraCT, 
Dromgoole,  Elmore,  Faninvton,  Isaac  Fletcher, 
Foster,  Fry,  Gallup,  Glascock,  Grant,  Gray,  Grif- 
fin, Haley,  Hamnond,  Hamer,  Harrison,  Haw- 
kins, Haynes,  Holsey,  Holt,  Howard,  William  H. 
Hunter,  Robert  M.  T.  Hunter,  Ingham,  Thos.  B. 
Jackson,  Joseph  Johnson,  Nathaniel  Jones,  Keim, 
Kemble,  KHngensmith,  Leadbetter,  Logan,  Loom- 
it,  Lyon,  James  M.  Mason,  Martin,  Maury, 
McKlay,  Robert  McClellan,  Abraham  McClellan, 
McClure,  Miller,  Montgomery,  Moore,  Morgan, 
Samuel  W.  Morris,  Murray,  Noble,  Owens,  Pal- 
mer, Parker,  Parmenier,  Parris,  Paynter,  Penny- 
bcicker,  Pelrikin,  Phelps,  Pickens,  Plumer,  Potter, 
Pratt,  John  H.  Prentiss,  Reiley,  Richardson,  Rives, 
John  Robertson,  Sawyer,  Shefier,  Sheplor,  Snyder, 
Spencer,  Swearingen,  Taylor,  Thomas,  Titus,  Tou< 
cey,  Towns,  Turney,  Vail,  Vandervecr,  Wagener, 
Webster,  Weeks,  WhitUesey,  Sherrod  Williams, 
Jared  W.  Williams^  Joseph  L.  Williams,  Worih- 
ingtcH,  and  Yell— 117. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Alexander,  Heman  Allen, 
Aycrisg,  Bell,  Biddle,  Bond,  Borden,  Bouldii), 
Briggs,  William  B.  Calhoun,  John  Calhoon,  Wil- 
liam B.  Campbell,  Carter,  Chambers,  Cheatham, 
Chiklic,  Clark,  Corwin,  Cranston,  Cushing,  Daw- 
son, Davies,  Deberry,  Dennis,  Dunn,  Evilns,  Eve- 
rett, Ewing,  Richard  Fletcher,  Fillmore,  Rice  Gar- 
land, Giddlngs,  Goode,  James  Graham,  William 
Graham,  Qrennell,  Hall,  Halsted,  Harper,  Hast- 
ings, Hawes,  Henry,  Herod,  Hoffman,  Jabez  Jack- 
sun,  Jenifer,  Henry  Johnson,  William  Cost  John- 
S(in,  Kennedy,  Legare,  Lincoln,  Mallory,  Marvin, 
May,  McKennan,  Menefee,  Mercer,  Milligan, 
Mitchell,  Naylor,  Noyes,  Ogj[e,  Pearce,  Peck, 
Pope,  Potts,  Sergeant  S.  Prentiss,  Putnam,  Rari- 
den,  Randolph,  Reed,  Ridgway,  Edward  Robinson, 
Rumsey,  Russell,  SaUonstall,  Sergeant,  Augustine 
H.  Shepperd,  Shields,  Sibley,  Slade,  Stuart,  Strat- 
lon,  Taliaferro,  Thompson,  Tillinghast,  Toland, 
Underwood,  Albert  S.  White,  John  White,  Lewis 
Williams,  Christopher  H.  Williams,  Wise,  Word, 
and  Yurke— 94. 

So  the  whole  subject  was  laid  on  the  tabic. 

Mr.  FLETCHER  of  Vermont,  on  leave,  pre- 
sented the  miemorial  of  the  inhabitants  of  St.  Al- 
bans, Vermont,  upon  the  subject  of  the  attack  on 
the  steamer  Caroline,  the  neutrality  law,  and  the 
disturbances  on  the  Canadian  frontier. 

Mr.  EVERETT,  from  the  Committee  on  Indian 
Affairs,  reported,  with  amendments,  Senate  bill 
to  appoint  commissioners  to  adjust  claims  under 
the  Choctaw  treaty. 

Mr.  NAYLOR,  from  the  Select  Committee  ap- 
pointed to  inquire  into  the  conduct  of  Commodore 
Elliott,  while  commanding  in  the  Mediterranean, 
tin  Leave,  made  a  report  thereon,  which  was  read, 
and  was  accompanied  by  the  followed  resolations: 

Retoivedy  That. an  interference,  by  the  House  of 
Representatives,  in  the  disputes  that  occur  between 
subordinate  officers  of  the  navy  and  their  superiors, 
commanding  squadrons,  is  a  power  which  ought  at 
all  times  to  be  ezeicisf'd  with  great  caution,-and  is 
calculated  to  produce  msuberdioation  in  that  im- 
portant arm  of  the  nr.tional  deience.  But,  in  the 
opinion  of  this  committee,  it  is  competent  for  the 
Representatives  of  the  people  to  investigate  any 
abuses  alleged  to  be  committed  by  officers  in  com- 
mand of  squadrons,  and  to  provide,  by  law,  for  the 
recurrence  of  such  abuses*,  and,  moreover,  to  in- 
vestigate and  asceruin  whether  the  head  of  the 
Navy  Department  may  have  used  such  means  as 
vre  placed  in  bis  hands  by  law  to  punish  and  pre- 
vent any  such  alleged  abuses. 

Resolved,  That  the  most  appropriate  remedy  for 
5ach  subordinate  officers  is  an  appeal  to  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Navy  for  a  court  of  inquiry  to  investigate 
the  charges  exhibited  against  their  superiors;  and 
from  his  decision  the  party  aggrieved  may  appeal 
lu  liie  President,  who,  by  the^  Constitution,  is  com- 
mander-in-chief of  the  navy;  he,  as  well  as  the  Se- 
cretary, being  liable  to  impeachment  for  a  wilful 
and  eoi  rupt  violatioik  or  n^ect  of  duty. 

Retolvtd,  That  the  time  allowed  this  comviiitee 


is  insufficient  to  enable  them  to  make  a  full  and 
thorough  examination  o(  the  subject  committed  to 
them;  Uiat  even  a  limited  and  partial  examination 
would  require  them,  contrary  to  the  dnty  they  owe 
to  their  immediate  constituents  and  the  country  at^ 
large,  to  be  absent  daily  during  the  sittings  of  the 
Houses  at  this  important  period  of  the  session. 

Retolved,  ther^ore.  That  it  is  inexpedient  to  com- 
mence the  investigation  at  this  time,  and  that  the 
chairman  report  these  resolutions,  with  the  journal 
of  aur  proceedings,  to  the  House,  together  with  the 
opinion  of  this  committee,  that  the  subject-matter 
referred  to  them  by  the  resolution  of  the  House  of 
the  14th  inst.  requirta  investigation,  and  that  he  ask 
that  the  committee  be  discharged  from  the  further 
consideration  of  the  subject. 
'  Mr.- NAYLOR  moved  to  lay  the  subject  on  the 
table,  and  print,  but  withdrew  it  at  the  request  of 

Mr.  PRENTISS  of  Mississippi,  who  moved  its 
recommitment,  with  instructions  to  strike  out  the 
first  resolution,  and  addressed  the  House  at  length 
on  the  subject. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  then  moved  to  lay  on  the 
table  and  print  all  the  reports;  which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  HOWARD,  on  leave,  submitted  the  follow- 
ing resolution,  which  was  read  and  agreed  to: 

Rtsohed,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  inform  this  House  whether  any 
and  what  change  has  occurred,  since  his  annual 
message,  in  the  posnure  of  the  relations  between 
the  United  States  and  Mexico,  and  to  communicate 
to  the  House  such  correspondence  relating  thereto 
as  may  not  be  incompatible  with  the  public  inte- 
rest. 

The  House  then  went  into  Committee  on  the 
Union,  Mr.  Banks  in  the  Chair,  and  resumed  the 
consideration  of  the 

GENERAL  APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

The  question  immediately  pending  was  the  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  BRONSON  to  amend  that  part  ot  the 
bill  providing  for  the  support  of  the  Supreme 
Court,  by  limiting  the  application  of  the  contingent 
fund  thereof. 

Mr.  C.  H.  WILLIAMS,  who  was  entitled  to 
the  floor,  addressed  the  House  at  much  length  on 
the  various  leading  topics  of  the  day. 

Mr.  JAMES  GARLAND  obtained  the  floor, 
but  gave  way  to 

Mr.  SLAdE,  who  spoke  for  some  time,  when 
he  gave  way  for  a  motion  for  the  committee  to  rise, 
on  which  the  vote  was — ayes  44,  noes  51,  no 
quorum. 

Mr.  S.  resumed  and  eoncluded,  when  the  com- 
miltee  rose,  and  the  House  adjourned. 

IN  SENATE, 
Saturday,  February  23,  1839. 

Mr.  LYON  presented  the  petition  of  Israel  V. 
Harris,  and  others,  praying  the  establishment  of  a 
post  road  from  Kent,  in,  Kent  county,  through  the 
town  of  Tallmade,  to  Maskegon,  in  Oltowa  coun- 
ty, Michigan. 

Also,,  two  petitions  signed  by  165  inhabitants  of 
Kent  county,  Michigan,  praying  an  appropriation 
for  the  construction  of  a  harbor  at  Port  Sheldon, 
in  said  ^tate;  which  were  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads. 

Mr.  SMITH  of  Connecticut,  from  the  Commit- 
tee on  Revolutionary  Claims,  to  which  was  referred 
the  petition  of  the  heirs  of  William  Rumsey,  and 
the  petition  of  the  heirs  of  John  L.  De  Vanbrun, 
asked  to  be  discharged  from  the  further  considera- 
tion thereof;  which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  NOR V  ELL,  from  the  Committee  on  Revo- 
lutionary Claims,  to  which  was  referred  the  bill  for 
the  relief  of  Joseph  R.  Folsom,  and  the  owners  and 
crew  ef  the  brig  Galaxy,  reported  the  same  without 
amendment. 

Mr.  LYON,  from  the  Committee  on  Private 
Land  Claims,  to  which  was  referred  a  petition  of 
Joseph  Campan,  for  the  confirmation  of  bis  title  to 
a  tract  of  land,  reported  a  bill  for  his  relief;  which 
was  read,  and  ordered  to  a  second  reading,  and  the 
report  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  L.  also,  from  the  Committee  on  Roads  and 
Canals,  to  which  was  referred  the  bill  to  authorize 
the  construction  of  certain  improvements  in  Wis- 
consin, reported  the  same  without  amendment. 

Mr.  BENTON  presented  three  petitions  from 


persons  asking  for  pre-emption  rights;  which  were 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pablic  Lands,  and 
drdered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  KING  presented  a  memotial  of  sundry  citi- 
zens residing  at  Key  Vaccas,  praying  Congress 
that  all  legislation  on  the  subject  of  making  Indiaa 
Key  a  port  of  entry,'  may  be  postponed  until 
further  investigation;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Commerce,  and  ordered  to  be  print- 
ed. 

Mr.  YOUNG  submitted  a  report  of  the  Board  of 
Public  works  of  the  State  of  Illinois;  which  was 
laid  on  the  table,  and  three  hundred  eitra  copies 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  BENTON  presented  a  petition  frcmlliomas 
Coyle;  which,  was  referred  to  the  Committee  oa 
Patents  and  the  PaUnt  Office. 

Mr.  LINN  presented  the  papers  of  Peter  De- 
selle,  in  relation  to  a  land  claim;  which  were  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Dennis  Tramell; 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  M.  Hernandez; 
and 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representatives 
of  Thomas  Glascoick,  deceased; 

Were  severally  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

The  bill  to  hx.  the  minimum  price  of  the  public 
lands  acquired  by  the  Miami  treaty  of  Novembei 
6,1838; 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  H.  Jaoocks; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Benjamin  Murphy; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Samuel  Collins;  and 

The  bill  to  amend  the  act  of  3d  March,  1837, 
entitled  an.aet  supplementary  to  the  act  entitled  an. 
act  to  amend  the  judicial  system  of  the  United 
Stat^  and  for  other  purposes,  afier  being  amended, 
on  motions  by  Messrs.  LINN,  CLAY  of  Al»> 
bama,  NORV£LL  and  SEVIRR, 

Were  severally  ordered  to  be  engrossed. 

The  bill  to  grant  to  the  State  of  Indiana  the 
right  of  pre-emption  to  a  quantity  of  land,  to  aid  in 
the  construction  of  a  rftikx)ad  from  New  Albany^ 
Indiana,  to  Mount  Carme>,  in  Illinois,  was  read 
the  third  time  and  passed. 

The  bill  to  explain  and  amend  the  fifth  sectioik 
of  the  act  for  the  better  organization  of  the  United 
Slates  marine  corps  was  read  the  second  time,  as 
in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed for  a  third  reading. 

The  bill  to  amend  the  act  of  3d  March,  1834, 
supplementary  to  the  act  entitled  an  act  to  amend 
the  jndk^ial  system  of  the  United  States,  was  read, 
the  third  time  and  passed. 

The  bill  to  provide  for  the  appcontmeni  of  a 
board  of  commissioners  to  bear  and  examine  claims 
against  the  United  States,  was  taken  np  and  ooor 
sidered  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and,  alter 
some  remarks  from  Messrs.  BAYARD,  WALL, 
SEVIER,  HUBBARD,  PRENTISS,  BiWTOIl, 
CALHOUN,  and  SMITH  of  Conn,  was  ordered 
to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT  said,  that  according 
to  usage  he  did  not  intend  to  resame  his  seal  in  the 
Senate  this  session.  He  had  a  great  deal  of  cor- 
respondence, and  some  business  at  the  pnfaiie 
offices  to  attend  to,  which  the  Senate  knew  that 
heeould  not  do  while  performing  bis  daties  in  ihs 
Chair,  and  therefore  his  aboenqe  from  the  Senate 
became  indispensably  necessary.  He  would  take 
this  occasion  to  express  his  obligations  to  the  mem^ 
bert  of  the  Senate,  for  the  kindness  and  oaurteay 
with  which  he  had  been  treated  daring  the  years 
he  had  presided  over  their  deliberations,  and  be 
concluded  by  wishing  them  all  a  safe  and  happf 
return  to  their  families  and  their  homes. 

The  Senate  then  adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES, 
Satordat,  February  23,  1839, 

Sundry  bills  from  the  Senate  were  taken  np, 
read  twice,  and  referred  to  their  appropriate  stand- 
ing committees. 

The  bill  to  provide  for  the  armed  occapation  of 
Florida  being  taken  up, 

Mr.  ROBERTSON  moved  that;  it  be  laid  on  lbs 
table. 

Mr.  DOWNING  earnestly  aolicited  the  gentle- 
man to  permit  the  bill  to  be  eonunitled. 

Mr.  ROBERTSON  dwOined.  ^ 
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Mr.  DOWNING  moved  to  refer  it  to  the  Ck>m- 
mittee  on  Milituj  Affairs. 

Mr.  YELL  appealed  lo  Mr.  R.  not  to  press  hi« 
-  motioD. 

Mr.  ROBERTSON  again  declined,  btitsahse- 
qaently  withdrew  !t. 
Mr.  YELL  moyed  its  postponement  till  Moq- 

d«y.  

Mr.  ROBERTSON  moved  its  indefinite  post- 
poDement. 

Mr.  CRAIG.  That  opens  the  whole  merits  of 
Ike  question. 

Mr.  YELL  withdrew  his  motion;  and  the  qoea- 
tioB  recarring  on  that  to  commir, 

Mr.  ROBERTSON  oppoeed  the  bill  with  roneh 
etfn«staess,  as,  in  etTect,  a  proposition  to  add  ten 
iboosand  men  to  the  standing  army.  If  committed 
at  all,  he  insisted  it  should  be  to.  a  select  commit- 
lw;and  if  to  any  standing  committee,  it  should  be 
that  on  the  public  lands.  Moreoyer,  there  was  no 
lime  for  the  dae  consideration  of  a  measure  of  so 
mQch  importance;  if  the  system  was  a  good  one  for 
Florida,  why  should  it  not  be  for  the  western 
ponionsof  Missouri  and  Arkansa»1  It  was,  in 
-ci(Bci,hesaidj  a  proposition  to  gtre  away  three 
Billions  of'  acres  of  the  finest  land  in  the  world. 
Mr.  R.  concluded  by  renewing  ht'i  mo'i<>n  to  lay 
the  bill  on  the  Ubie. 

Mr.  STANLY  moved  a  call  of  ht  lionr;  upon 
wbicfa  motion 

Mr.  LEWIS  WILLIAMS  demanded  the  yeas 
andnajrs;  which,  being  ordered,  were-^yeas  89, 
aays  60. 

So  the  call  was  ordered,  and  proceeded  in  until 
188  members  answered  to  their  names;  when 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CAMBRBLENG,  ait  further 
pneeedings  in  the  same  was  dispensed  with. 

The  question  then  recurring  on  the  motion  to  lay 
the  bill  on  the  table,  and  upon-  which 

Mr.  QRENNELL  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays, 
which  were  ordered,  and  were— yeas  91,  nays  94, 
as  follows: 

YEAS — ^Messrs.  Adams,  Alexander,  Heman 
AUen,  John  W.  Allen,  Aycrigg,  Biddle,  Bon<J, 
Boiden,  Briggs,  William  B.  Calhoun,  John  Cal- 
booo,  Carter,  Chambers,  Cheatham,  Cranston, 
CrockeCt,  Curtis,  Coshing,  Da?ies,  Dcberry,  Deif- 
ois,  Daim,  Edwards,  Everett,  Swing,  Richard 
neteher,  Fillmore,  Giddings,  Goode,  James  Gra- 
ham, William  Graham,  Graves,  Grennell,  Hall, ' 
Halsted,  Hamer,  Harper,  Hastings,  Hawes,Henry, 
Herod,  Hoffman,  Robert  M.  T.  Hunter,  Jabez 
Jaehson,  Wm.  Cost  Johnson,  Kennedy,  Lincoln, 
Marvin,  Samson  Mason,  Maury,  Maxwell,  Mc- 
Kcnnan,  Bdenefee,  Mercer,  Milligan,  Mitchell, 
CUvary  Morris,  Naylor,  Ogle,  Pearoe,  Potts,  Ser- 
guaat  S.  Prentiss,  Putnam,  Rariden,  Randolph, 
Eencher,  Ridgway,  John  Robertson,  Edward  Ro- 
biason,  Rmosey,  Russell,  Sergeant,  Shields,  Sibley, 
Aade,  Soatbgate,  Stanly,  Stuart,  Stone,  Stratton, 
T^afefro,  Tillinghasr,  Toland,  Underwood,  Web- 
ster, Albert  R  White,  John  White,  Lewis  Wil- 
liaon,  Shermd  WilKams,  Word  and  Yorke->91. 

NAYS— Measrs.  Andrews,  Atberton,  Banks, 
Beattj,  Beers,  Beime,  Bieknell,  Birdsall,  Bronson, 
Baehaiiaii,  Cambreleng,  Wm.  B.  Campbell,  Job  a 
Oampbetl,  Casey,  Chapman,  Clark,  Ciowney, 
Coles,  Connor,  Crabb,  Craig,  Cnshman,  Dawson, 
Dromgoole,  Elmore,  Farrington,  Isaac  Fletcher, 
Foster,  Fry,  Gallup,  James  Gariand,  Rice  Gar* 
land,  Glascock,  Grant,  Gray,  Griffin,  Haley, 
Hamipoad,  Harrison,  Hawkins,  Haynes,  Holsey, 
HoU,  Howard,  lagham,  Henry  Johnson,  Jostph 
Johnson,  Nathaniel  Jones,  Keim,  Klingensmith, 
Logmn,  Lyon,  Mallory;  James  M.  Mason,  Martin, 
McKn^,  Roben  McGlelfan,  Abraham  MsClellan, 
Milicry  Montgomery,  Moore,  Morgan,  Noble, 
Noyes,  Owens,  Palmer,  Parker,  Parmenter,  Parris, 
Pajnter,  Pennybaeker,  Petrikin,  Pickens,  Plumer, 
Pmu,  Jwbn  H.  Prentiss,  Richardson,  Rives,  Saw- 
yer, Sheffer,Shepk)r,  Spencer,  Sweariniren,  Taylor, 
Thomas,  Thompson,  Tiius,  Toneey,  Towns,  Tnr* 
nej.  Vail,  Week^t,  Jared  W.  Williams,  and  Yell 
—94. 

So  th«  House  refused  to  lay  the  bill  upon  the 
iMble. 

The  question  then  recurred  upon  the  motion  to 
eoaaoiit  the  same  to  the  Committee  on  Blilitary  Af- 
Stas^  bifttbefocetakii^;  the  vpta  upon  the  same, 


Blr.ROBERTSONof  Virginia  moved  to  refer  so 
much  of  the  bill  as  provides  for  a  survey  of  the 
lands,  to  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands;  and 
so  much  as  relates  to  a  supply  of  grain,  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Agriculture. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  moved  that  the  House  go 
into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union,  to  consider  the  general  appropriation  bill, 
but  waived  it,  for  the  present,  at  the  request  of 

Mr.  THOMAS,  on  whose  motion  the  House 
took  up  and  considered  Senate  bill,  entitled  an  act 
in  amendment  of  the  acts  respecting  the  judicial 
system  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  SERGEANT  made  a  few  remarks  in  rela- 
tion to  the  nature  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  THOMAS  hoped  the  bill  would  be  acted  on 
now,  as  it  had  passed  the  Senate  twice,  had*been 
favorably  reported  upon  by  the  Judiciary  Commi- 
ttee of  the  House,  and  bad  met  the  approval  of  the 
whole  body  of  the  judiciary. 

Mr.  SERGEANT  made  a  few  further  remarks 
in  defence  of  the  bill;  aAer  which, 

Mr.  ADAMS  inquired  what  punishment  bad 
been  substituted  A>r  the  whipping  and  pillory,  for 
felony,  which,  he  perceived,  had  been  abolished. 
He  did  not  think  a  substitute  had  been  provided 
therefor. 

Mr.  SERGEANT  was  understood  to  say  that 
only  a  part  of  the  punishment  for  felony  had  been 
abolished,  and  that  the  other  portion,  imprisonment, 
remained.  The  bill  had  undergone  ftiU  investiga- 
tion, and  had  met  the  approval  -jf  the  Judiciary 
Committee,  and  the  judgn  of  the  Supreme  Court, 
and  hoped  it  would  pass  without  delay. 

Mr.  ADABflS  said  there  was  strong  authority  to 
sustain  the  bill,  and  was  unwilling  to  make  any  se- 
rious objection  to  it;  but  there  were  a  number  of  al- 
terations of  the  present  code,  and  should  like  time 
to  give  it  more  mature  consideration.  There  had 
been  two  ignominioas  punishments  for  felony 
aboiiahed,  (whipping  and  the  pillory,)  and  no  rea- 
8:ms  had  been  assigned  therefor;  and  for  the  with- 
drawal of  theae,  there  should  at  least  something 
be  substituted.  The  piltory  was  an  ignominious 
punishment;  hut  to  throw  the  felon  back  upon  the 
provisions  of  the  former  law  which  was  leH,  was 
an  aggravation  of  his  punishment,  and  doing  him 
great  injustice.  He  was  not  willing  te  give  up  the 
punishment  of  the  pillory,  because  it  operated  upon 
the  mind;  it  acted  u(Mm  the  moral  feeling  of 
the  man,  and  not  upon  his  physical  powers,  as 
imprisonment  did;  it  operated  upon  the  reputation, 
and  not  upon  the  person;  and  he  considered  those 
punishments  which  operated  upon  the  moral  feel- 
ing the  best,  and  would  be  in  favor  of  increasing 
the  peiuliies  in  this  respect,  and  alleviating  those 
upon  the  physical  roan.  He  would  like  to  see  the 
practice  restored  to  the  bill. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  said  that  this  was  a  Se- 
nate bill,  and  could  be  acted  upon  at  any  time; 
and,  by  the  rules  of  the  House,  we  had  but  three 
days  left  in  which  we  could  send  bills  to  the  Se- 
nate, originating  in  this  body;  and  he  hoped  the 
House  would  either  act  upon  it  without  further  de- 
bate, or  postpone  it  until  next  Friday  or  Saturday. 

The  bill  was  then,  without  farther  debate,  ofder* 
ed  to  a  third  reading  on  Monday  next.  ■ 

The  SPEAKER  laid  before  the  House  a  com- 
munication from  the  Postmaster  General,  in  com- 
pliance with  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives of  the  11th  instant,  transmitting  all  the 
facts  in  relation  to  the  existing  contract  for  carry- 
ing the  mail  from  Louisville,  Kentucky,  to 
New  Orleans;  which  was  laid  on  the  table,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

Also,  a  communication  from  the  Postmaster 
Gkneral,  in  purauance  of  acts  of  Congress,  trans- 
mitting the  annual  report  of  the  contracts  made  for 
the  transportation  of  the  mail  within  the  year  preced* 
ing  the  Ist  of  July,  1838;  also,  a  statement  of  all 
land  and  water  mails  established,  or  ordered,  within 
the  same  year,  other  than  those  let  to  contracts  at 
the  annual  lettings,  together  with  a  copy  of  the 
abstract  of  the  offers  made  thereon;  ajso,  various 
other  information  under  several  acts  of  Congress; 
which  was,  on  motion  of  Mr.  BRIGGS,  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  the. Post  Office  and  Post 
Roads,  for  the  pitrpose  of  ascertaining  what  was  to 
be  printed. 


On  motion  of  Mr.  CAMBRELENG,  the  House 
resolved  itself  into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
Union,  (Mr.  Banks  in  the  chair,)  to  consider  the 
civil  and  diplomatic  appropriation  bill.  Tde  im- 
mediate question  before  the  House  was  the  motion 
of  Mr.  Bronson  to  limit  the  application  of  the  con- 
tingent fund  for  the  support  of  the  Supreme  Court. 

Mr.  J.  GARLAND,  who  was  entitled  to  the  floor, 
proceeded  to  discuss,  at  length,  the  policy  of  the 
past  and  present  Administrations.  He  vindicated  the 
Conservatives  from  the  charges  that  they  had 
abandoned  the  principles  of  General  Jackson's  ad- 
ministration, and  said  that  they  were  governed  k^ 
patriotic  motives,  Slc*  and  gloried  in  his  efforts  to 
break  down  the  Bank  of  the  United  States.  He 
advocated  the  commitment  of  the  public  treasures 
of  the  nation  to  the  banks,  made  some  strictures 
upon  Mr.  Van  Bnren^  letter  to  Sherrod  Williams, 
and  deprecated  the  idea  of  a  specie  currency,  and 
contended  that  it  waa  impracticable  to  carry  on  the 
commercial  operations  of  the  country;  denounced 
the  Sub-Treasury  bill  as  a  scheme  to  increase  Exe- 
cutive patronage  and  power,  and  woald  oppose 
such  acquisition  of  power,  whether  it  came  from  - 
Henry  Clay,  Wm.  H.  Harrison,  or  Martin  Van 
Buren;  that  the  refusal  to  leceive  State  Bank 
paper  went  to  destroy  the  power  of  the  States, 
d[«.  and  argued  that  the  establishment  of  the 
Sob-Treasury  system  would  have  the  tendency  to 
bring  into  existence  another  National  Bank.  He 
denied  that  he  and  the  Conservative^  had  formed 
an  alliance,  offensive  or  defensive,  with  any  party, 
but  that  the  Whigs  had  embraced  their  opinions, 
and  let  come  what  might,  he  would  not  change  his 
opinions. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  obtained  the  floor,  and  was 
about  to  proceed  to  address  the  House,  when 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  suggested  to  Mr.  Undkr. 
WOOD  the  propriety  of  delaying  bis  speech  antil  the 
committee  should  take  up  the  other  appropriation 
bills.  ThiB  bill  was  of  great  length,  and  would  re- 
quire considerable  time  to  act  upon  the  various 
amendments  and  engross  the  same;  and  the  others 
were  very  short,  and  could,  with  facility,  be  passed 
through. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  could  not  yield  to  the  sug- 
gestion, but  proceeded  to  reply  at  some  length  upon 
the  sp^ch  of  his  colleague,  Mr.  Murray,  and  upon 
the  question  of  currency,  and  the  various  other 
topics  which  occupy  the  public  mind  at  the  present 
day,  concluding  with  the  position  that  a  National 
Bank  was  the  only  remedy  which  could  equalize 
the  currency;  and  hence  he  was  opposed  to  Mr. 
Gabland's  scheme,  for  the  State  banks  would  con- 
tinue tt>  blow  up  on  every  revulsion  or  depression, 
as  they  had  done  heretofore. 

Mr.  HAI^TEAD  then  went  into  a  review  of 
sundrv  small  items  of  contingencies,  and  in  touch- 
ing, among  other  things,  upon  the  mint  establish- 
ment, he  averred  that  every  dollar  coined  at  New 
Orleans  cost  the  country  two  dollars,  at  the  ( ther 
branches  a  dollar  and  a  half,  while  at  Philadelphia 
the  coat  of  coining  was  only  eight  milU  on  the  dol- 
lar. Therefore  he  was  for  abolishing  all  but  the 
one  at  the  latter  place.  Mr.  H.  went  over  a  va- 
riety of  other  topics. 

Mr.  REED  made  a  few  remarks,  which  were  net 
distinctly  heard. 

Mr.  BRONSON  remarked  that,  before  the  ques- 
tion was  taken,  he  wished  to  correct  an  error  which 
he  had  understood  had  occurred  in  the  report  of 
some  remarks  which  he  made  on  introducing  this 
amendment.  He  understood  (for  even  now  he  bns 
not  observed  the  report)  that  he  was  repres.nied  to 
have  charged  the  clerk  of  the  Supreme  Court  with 
evil  practice  or  abuse  in  this  matter.  He  did  not 
intend  lo  say,  and  he  thought  he  did  not  say,  that 
the  clerk  had  been  guilty  of  any  malpractice;  and  if 
he  was  so  reported,  he  apprehended  that  he  had 
been  misonderatood.  He  believed  that  the  charges 
which  had  bfen  made  by  the  derk  of  the  court 
were  such  as  were  authorized  by  law,  or  by  the 
rules  and  practice  of  the  court;  and  it  was  but  justice 
to  the  clerk  to  say  that  no  malconduct  or  abuse  was 
imputed  to  him  personally.  But  Mr.  B.  said  thtit 
he  had  probably  staled  (and  such,  as  he  understood 
it,  was  the  true  state  of  the  case)  that,  as  the  law 
and  the  rules  and  practice  of  the  court  now  stood, 
they  seenied  to  allow  of  an  abuse,  or  Qt  90Kiething 
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which  operated  as  ao  abase  towards  the  Govern- 
mcDt,  by  permrtting  the  clerk  to  charge  the  Govern- 
ment for  copies  of  records  which  had  been  printed 
at  the  expense  of  the  Oovernment;  and  he  was  still 
of  the  opinion  that,  inasmuch  as  the  Governmeni 
pai  I  the  expense  of  printing  these  records,  ihey 
^houM  not  be  charged  by  the  clerk  for  copies  of 
?Qch  as  were  necessary  for  the  Attorney  General  in 
snits  in  which  the  United  States  were  interested; 
and  be  conceived  that,  if  such  was  the  law,  it  w$s 
pertectly  competent  for  Congress  now  to  alter  that 
law,  so  as  to  correct  this  thing,  and  relieve  the  Go- 
Tw^rnment  from  the  charge  complained  of. 

After  a  few  remarks  from  Me&srs,  McKEN- 
NAN,  SERGEANT,  and  CORWIN,  in  opposi- 
tioQ  to  the  amendment,  and  in  explanation  of  the 
practice  of  the  Clerk, 

Mr.  BRONSON  then  withdrew  his  amendment; 
bat 

Mr.  PETRI  KIN  renewed  the  same,  and  the 
question  on  Its  adoption  wa*  *«iken  and  decided  in 
the  negative. 

Mr.  GARLAND  of  L  )i  uiana  indicated  a  num- 
ber of  amendments  he  should  propose  to  the  bill, 
retrenching  clerkships  in  several  of  the  Depart- 
ments; and  moved  to  substiipte  an  appropriation 
for  a  Charge  d'Affaires  for  the  proposed  appropria- 
tion for  a  Minister  Plenipotentiary  at  the  Court  of 
Spain. 

This  motion  was  opposed  by  Mr.  CUSHING 
and  Mr.  HOWARD,  and  lost. 

Mr.  GARLAND  also  pointed  oat  several  sub- 
jects of  complaint  in  the  management  of  the  Post 
Office  Department,  and  warmly  objected  to  an  item 
of  nearly  $500,000  proposed  in  the  bill  to  meet 
the  demands  of  the  Postmaster  General. 

An  incidental  discussion  took  place  on  an  appro- , 
priatioQ  for  arrearages  in  the  expenditures  for  iha ; 
Territory  of  Iowa,  which  led  to  extended  explana- 
tions by  Mr.  CHAPMAN,  the  delegate  from  that 
Territory,  in  relation  to  difficulties  between  Gbver- , 
nor  Lucas  and  the  Secretary  of  the  Territory,  Mr. 
Conway.    The  discussion  resulted  in  the  rejection 
of  the  item  for  arrears. 

Mr.  BOND  proposed  to  limit  the  contingent  fund 
for  foreign  missions  to  $600,  and  quoted  a  recom- 
mendation to  that  effect  in  the  report  of  the  com-  < 
miitee  of  retrenchment  in  1828;  but,  after  a  brisk 
encounter  between  him  and  Mr.  Cambrklez«o  and 
Mr.  Howard,  in  relation  to  that  report,  the  notion 
was  negatived. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  LYON,  an  item  was  inserted 
for  a  marine  hospital  at  Mobile. 

When  the  committee  rose,  an  appeal  was  pend- 
ing which  had  been  made  by  Mr.  Ingham  from  a 
decision  of  the  chairman,  (Mr.  Banks,)  in  relation 
to  his  motion  for  a  re-appropriation  of  $100,000, 
formerly  appropriated  for  a  dry  dock  in  New  York 
harbor. 

On  the  motion  to  adjourn  th»  yeas  and  nays  were 
called,  when  there  were  34  for  the  adjournment, 
and  35  against  ^t. 

A  motion  for  a  call  of  the  House  was  negatived. 

After  frequent  attempts  to  get  the  bill  out  of 
committee,  a  little  before  13  o^clock,  p.  m. 

The  House  adjourned. 


IN  SENATE, 
Monday,  February  25, 1839. 

At  eleven  o'clock,  in  the  absence  of  the  Yjce 
President,  the  Senate  was  called  to  order  by  the 
Secretary,  and  then  proceeded  to  ballot  for 
a  President  pro  tempore. 

On  the  first  ballot  thirty  votes  were  giv€n,'o^ 
which  Mr.  KING  of  Alabama  received  twenty- 
eight,  and  was  accordingly  declared  to  be  duly 
elected. 

Mr.  K.  was  then  conducted  to  the  Chair  by 
Messrs.  BENTON  and  KNIGHT,  and,  in  a  neat 
and  pertinent  address,  returned  thanks  for  the  honor 
conferred  on  him. 

Mr.  RUGGLES presented  a  memorial  from  John 
Williams,  and  eighty-seven  others,  lemonstrating 
agamst  the  repeal  of  the  duly  on  &att  and  abolition 
of  the  fi;$hing  bounties;  which  was  laid  on  the  ta- 
ble, and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  FULTON  presented  the  petition  •f  Francis 
P.  Harklerood,  and  the  petition  of  Daniel  Harkle- 
rood,  eeverally.  praying  pre-emption  to  a  tract  of 


land:  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Pub^'^^ 
Lands. 

Mr.  SWIFT  presented  two  memorials  of  citizens 
of  Addison  county,  Vermont,  praying  the  esuiblish- 
raeni  of  a  national  foundry  at  Vergennea,  in  that 
State;  which  were  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  MERRICK  presenteit  a  memorial  of  the 
mayor  and  city  council  of  Baltimore,  praying  that 
ihe  usujI  annual  appropriation  may  be  made  for 
the  improvement  of  the  hiirbor  of  said  city:  refer- 
red to  the  Committee  on  Commeroe. 

Mr.  NORVELL  said,  that  two  or  three  weeks 
ago  a  memorial  was  presented  from  a  naturalised 
citizen  of  the  United  States  resident  in  Michigan, 
praying  that  Congress  would  adopt  measuiws  to  se- 
cure effectual  protection  to  such  citizens  under  all 
circumstances.  He  had  the  honor  now  to  lay  be- 
fore the  Senate  a  joiat  resolution  of  the  Legislature 
of  the  State  of  Michigan,  instructing  her  Senators 
and  requesting  her  Representative  **to  use  their  ef- 
forts for  the  adoption  of  such  measures  as  will  in- 
sure the  recognition,  by  foreign  powers  with  whom 
we  have  national  intercourse,  of  (he  abeolnte  citi- 
zenship of  all  foreigners  naturalized  by  the  existing 
lavs  of  the  United  States.**  He  begged  leave, 
moreover,  at  the  same  time,  to  present  a  memorial 
from  a  larflre  body  of  the  respectable  naturalized  ci- 
tiaens  of  Michigan,  having  the  fame  interesting  ob- 
ject in  View.  Having  given  his  views  somewhat 
at  length,  on  a  former  occasion,  in  relatioB  to  the 
rights  of  this  numerous  and  valuable  class  of  Ame- 
rican citizens,  and  the  corresponding  o4>li^tion8  of 
the  United  States  to  afford  them  complete  protec- 
tion at  all  times,  under  all  lawful  circumetances, 
and  at  all  hazards,  he  should  only  add  that  the  joint 
nMolatk>n  and  the  memorial  which  he  held  in  his 
hand  met  his  entire  ooneacreace. 

The  memorial,  on  Mr.  NVs  motion,  were  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  cm- Foreign  Relations,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  WRIGHT,  from  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
to  whiefa  had  been  referred 

A  memorial  in  relation- to  the  condition  of  the 
Mineral  Bank  of  Wisconsin; 

A  memorial  ot  the  New  York  Sciaw  Dock  Com- 
pany for  the  remlssioB  of  doty  on  iron  imported  by 
them; 

A  memorial  of  Joseph  Shaw,  praying  remission 
of  duties  on' imported  cordage;  and 

An  act  to  authorize  the  cancel  la  tioa  of  certain 
debenture  bonds  on  the  exportation  of  coal. 

Asked  to  be  discharged  from  the  further  consi- 
deration thereof;  which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  RUGGLES,  from  the  Committee  oo  Com- 
merce, reported  a  bill  to  provide  for  the  better  se- 
curity of  passengers  on  board  of  vessels  propelled, 
in  whole  or  in  part,  by  steam;  which  was  read,  and 
ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  HUBBARD  submitted  a  rtsolation  that  the 
Senate  should  hereafter  take  a  recess  from  3  to  5 
o'clock;  and,  after  some  remarks  from  Mr.  H.  on 
the  amoaat  of  business  on  the  calendar,  and  the  ne- 
cessity of  the  adaption  of  the  proposed  resolotian,  it 
was  decided  in  the  aegative-— yeas  14,  nays  17. 

Mr.  DAVIS  then  submitted  a  resolution,  thiat 
hereafter  the  Senate  meet  daily  ar  10  oVsTock; 
which  was  agreed  to*.«aye8  15,- noes  14. 

Ml.  NORVELL,  la  pursuance  of  Hotiee  given, 
moved  that  the  Senate  go  into  an  election  of  an 
Assistant  Doorkeeper;  which,  after  -some  debate, 
was  laid  on  the  table— ayes  33,  noes  17. 

Mr.  NILBS  submitted  the  following  motian, 
which  was  comddercd  and  agreed  to: 

Rtu^edf  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be  directed 
to  report  to  the  Senate  whether  the  sum  of  f35,t)00, 
appropriated  in  1836  for  removing  the  sand  bar  at 
the  mouth  of  the  Connecticut  river,  has  been  ex- 
pended for  that  object,  or  any  part  thereof;  and  if 
not,  the  reasons  why  the  said  appropriation  has  not 
been  expended  agreeably  to  the  act  appropriating 
the  same. 

The  bill  to  provide  for  the  security  and  protec- 
tion of  the  emigrant  and  other  Indians  west  of  the 
States  of  Missouri  and  Arkansas,  was  taken  up  on 
its  third  reading,  and  after  some  remarks  from 
Mr.  CALHOUN,  in  opposition  to.  the  bill,  the 
question  on  its  passage  was  decided  in  the  aiBrma- 
tive— yeas31,naya  10,  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.    Bayard,  Clay  of  AhJ^mtA^* 


Clay  of  Kentucky,  Clayton,  Crittenden,  CutUbett, 
Davi.-^,  Poster,  Fulton,  Hubbard,  King,  Knj^ 
Linn,  Merrick,  Morris;  Moutoa,  Nicholas,  Pieree, 
Prentiss,  Robbins,Robinw»n,  Sevier,  Smith  of  li^ 
diana.  Strange,  Swift,  Taltmadge,  Walker,  WtlL 
White,  Wright,  and  Young— 31. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Alien,  Benton,  Calhotin,Nilci, 
Norvell,  Roane,  Smith  of  Connecticut,  William 
of  Maine,  and  Williams  of  Missifsippi— 10. 

So  the  bill  was  pavsed. 

The  bill  to  provkle  for  the  ai^iatmeot  of  i  . 
board  of  commissioners  to  hear  andeztmiaeclaiai 
against  the  United  States,  was   considejred  oa  the 
question  of  its  passage,  and  decided  in  the  afinaa- 
tive — ^yeas  30,  hays  12,  as  fallows: 

YEAS — 'Messrs.  Bayard,  Clayton,  CriUeadei, 
Cuthbert,  Davis,  Foster,  Hubbard,  King,  Knight, 
Linn,  Lyon,  Merrick,  Morris,  Monton,  Nidwlai, 
Niles,  Norveii,  Pierce,  Prentiss,  Preston,  Roue, 
Bobbins,  Robinson,  Smith  of  CoaatcUcnt,  SwiA, 
Tallmadge,  Waiker,  Wall,  Williams  of  Miia^i 
andYouBg-^30. 

NAYSU-Massrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Biowu,  Gd- 
houUf'Claydf  Alabama,  Fulton,  Boggles,  Serkr, 
Smith  of.  Indiana,  Strange,  Williams  of  Missbsnp* 
pi,  and  Wrightrr-ia.       * 

So  the  hfll  was  passed. 

The  bill  to  explain  and  amend  the  fiftkBeetioaif 
the 'act  for  the  better  organization  of  the  Uiuttd 
States  marine  corps,  was  read  a  third  time  ud 
paawd* 

The  bill  providing  for  the  dispositioa  aad  Bt- 
'  nagement  of  the  fund  bequeathed  to  the  Uaitsd 
States,  in  trust,  by  James  Smitfaaon,  of  Loadon, 
deceased,  for  the  establishment  of  an  instituUim  fbr 
the  increase  and  diffusion  of  kaowledge  aBK>n| 
men,  was  taken  up,  and,  afVer  an  animaled  diseui- 
sion,  in  which  Messrs.  BOBBINS.  NILHS,  CAL- 
HOUN, WALKER,  CRfTTENDEN,  BROWN. 
BENTON,  and  HUBBARD  participated,  it  was, 
on  motion  of  Mr.  H.  laid  on  the  table— ayes  SO, 
noes  15,  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Allen,  Bayard,  Beaton,  Brown, 
Calhoun,  Clay  of  Alabama,  Hubbard,  King,  Lyon, 
Morris,  Monton,  Niles,  Norvell,  Roane,  Robiinoa 
Smith  of  Connecticut,  Strange,  Williaias  of 
Maine,  Williams  of  Mississippi,  and  Wright^SO. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Clay  of  Kentodiy,  Davis,  Fol- 
too,  Knight,  Uan,  Merrick,  PrentL^s,  Proloa, 
Rives,  Bobbins,  Ruegles,  Sevier,  Smith  of  In- 
diana, Walker,  and  Young — 15. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS  of  Maitoe  rose  add  asked  Iks 
indulgence  of  the  Senate  to  make  some  remariB 
upon  an  actkleina  leading  journal  of  thsadiy, 
(the  National  Intelligencer,)  pnbliriied  this  moia- 
ing,  in  which  the  recent  proceedings  of  the  Stale  ii( 
Maine  and  of  the  people  of  that  State  wcie  Rpie- 
sented  in  a  light  not  only  unjast,bnt  injurious.  l%e 
struggle  in  which  Maine  is  now  engi^ed  iotmaia' 
tain  and  defend  her  rights,  and  the  rights  of  lbs 
nation,  is  one  of  the  deepest  interest  and  eooeeiato 
both;  and  to  find  a  leading  and  influential  joaiMl, 
at  the  seat  of  Oovemment^  conaiog  oat  andooa* 
demaing  the  course  purtmed  by  Maine  iaa  coutro- 
versy  with  a  foreign  nation,  was  not  only  a  t^ 
proaoh  upon  his  State,  but  ealcalat^d  to  prejadiM 
the  public  mind  upon  a  qaestion  of  the  iini  ini* 
portance  to  the  State  and  nation.. 

The  editorial  article  referred  to  is  calculated  to 
impress  upon  the  nation  that   the  pec^le  aad  Ihe 
Legislature  of  Maine  have  been  hanied  into  **«r| 
kasty  meantru;^*  that  ^Mhe  boondaiy  qoestioB  naot 
so  much  a  question  of  real  substantial  intaresl  eft 
is  of  State  feeling,  stimulated  by  tbe  rivalry  betmra 
the  two  great  parties  in  the  State  which  shall  Ma 
it  most  to  its  advantage;^*  thai  *'tbe  boundary  qiis- 
tion  is  a  game  whieh  is  expected  to  be  won  by  Iht 
side  which  succeeds  in  driving   the  ball  faitM;*' 
that  "the  Governor  of  Maine  gets  the  LegisialVt 
to  authorize  him  to  send  oat  a  body  of  men  todfivs 
the  British  subjects  off  from  the  land  which  Greit 
Britain  claims  and  actually  oocapies,  and  whidh  is 
claimed  also  as  territory  of  tbe  United  BmWti^tU 
*'(he  first  that  Congress  hears   of  them  is,  that  iht 
Governor  of  Maine  is  actually  levying  waragaitfl 
a  power  in  amity  with  the  United  States.** 

Maine  is  now  stmgglifig,  aad  perhaps  blsidiiCli 
in  the  defence  of  herri^ts»  iiiTadadmwi  thietimed 
by  a  foreign  'power^  and  U>  aae  iwr 
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snd  people  ihtis  OBJasOy  asd  iDJurioosly  treated,  is 
too  much  fur  any  of  her  representatives  to  saffer 
to  pass  naootietd  and  aarebaked.  He  had  no- 
thing to  say  of  the  mt  UYes  which  eonld  hare  in- 
dom  the  pubtication;  his  basiness  was  to  expose 
10  the  Senate  and  to  the  nation  the  great  injas^iee 
done  by  this  publication  to  his  State  and  to  th« 
Gorernmeat  of  it,  aad  with  this  view  he  desired  to 
fwa  before  the  Senate  the  facts  which  had  led  to 
the  present  alarming  and  interesting  state  of  affairs. 
At  to  tiie  right  of  the  United  States  and  Maine  to 
ttK  territory  in  dispute  between  this  country  and 
Great  Britain,  he  would  not  say  fliof»  than  to  refer  to 
ihe  Qaanimons  declaration  of  both  Houses  of  Con- 
gress al  the  last  session.  As  to  the  question  of 
jtfiMiction,  it  might  be  important  to  spread  before 
the  Senalo  the  facts  in  the  case,  which  he  would 
do  as  briefly  as  possible.  Prior  to  T820  Maine  was 
part  of  Massachusetts,  and  the  seat  of  €k>vem- 
ment  was  at  Boston,  four  or  five  hundred  miles 
from  the  tenilory  now  in  dispate.  But  little  was 
then  known  of  the  Madawaska  or  the  Aroostook; 
th^  lay  far  beyond  the  settled  part  of  the  Com- 
monwealth, and,  with  the  exception  of  the  Mada- 
wiska  settlement,  were  wilderness,  and  uninha- 
bited. Whatever  communication  there  was,  a  ad 
ooold  be,  between  the  settled  part  of  Massaehiisetts 
and  Madawaska,  was  through  the  British  Pro- 
vinces and  up  the  St.  Johns  river. 

The  commtseioners  under  the  treaty  of  Ghent 
haA  been  tfxpected  to  seUle  and  determine  the  trea- 
ty Tine,  until  about  the  time  Maine  was  separated 
I'mm  Massachusetts;  and  until  their  disagreement 
waj  made  pnblic,  no  one  had  any  apprehension 
that  Great  Britain  would  pretend  that  the  highlands 
of  the  treaty  were  to  be  found  at  Mars  hill.  In  1830 
'Maine  become  a  separate  State,  owning  one-half 
of  the  unsold  lan<!^,  and  Massachusetts  the  other 
haif^and  in  18St  or  1839,  an  agent  of  the  State 
of  Maine  was  sent  into  the.  Madawaska  and  Aroos- 
mok  countries  to  ascertain  their  condition,  to 
leok after  the  timber,  and  to  prosecute  trespassers. 
This  was  effected  and  satisfhcMon  obtained  for  the 
thi^r  which  hiKl  been  cut.  The  same  course  was 
pursued  the  following  year,  and  nearly,  if  not  quite, 
every  year  from  that  time  to  this.  In  1835,  the 
land  agents  of  Massachusetts  and  Maine  were 
empowered  to  convey  lands  in  the  Madawaska  set- 
ikmenis,  and  in  1836  some  lots  were  conveyed  to 
settlers  there.  In  1837,  Baker  and  others  were  ar- 
rested by  the  Provincial  authorities,  and  imprisoned 
at  Ptederiekton  foraHeged  misdemeanors  at  Mada- 
vadm,  in  raisitig  the  American  flag  and  stopping 
his  Majesty's  maU.  After  a  long  confinement  he 
w«s  tried,  convicted,  and  seBteneed  by  a 
foreign  court  to  pay  a  fine,  and  sn&ei  im- 
prisonment. These  proceedings  were  protested 
agaiast  by  this  Government,  and  *Baker's  release 
vas  the  eonseqaence,  hut  no  satisfaction  for  the 
wrong  has  ever  been  ebcaiaed.  In  1831,  Hnnne- 
vell,  Wheelock  and  Savage,  were  arrested  and  im- 
prisoned, under  Provincial  authority,  for  attempt- 
iBg  to  organise  the  town  ^  Madawaska,  uader  a 
law  of  the  State  of  Maine.  Upon  nmonstimnee 
bietag  made,  they  were  finally  pardoned  and  set  at 
liberty,  but  no  recompense  was  ever  made  for  the 
'wroi^  done  them.  In  1837,  Greeley,  who  waa  em- 
ployed under  a  law  of  the  Slate  of  Maine  to  eau- 
nerate  the  persons  al  Madawaska,  was  twice  ar- 
Msied  and  committed  to  prison  by  the  Provincial 
authorities,  and  finally  released  upon  the  demand 
of  this  Government,  but  without  any  aatisfaclion 
heiag  made  for  the  wrong  done  him. 
In  eoDsequenoe  of  these  difficulties,  and  to  avoid 
'  tecvBs  of  a  conflict  of  jurisdiction,  an  informal, 
and  somewhat  indefinite,  understanding  was  had 
ihtweea  the  Governments  of  the  United  States  and 
Great  Britain,  that  pending  the  negotiation  and  ar- 
Ibntion  as  to  the  line  of  boundary  between  the 
•••wo  eoantries,  neither  party  should  extend  its  juris- 
Action  in  the  disputed  teiritory;  or  do  acts  to 
Bifengiben  its  claim  to  the  prejudice  of  the  other 
party.  Whik  it  w  admitted  that^hc  British  Go- 
vnmment  mig^ht  well  claim  jurisdiction  over  the 
early  settled  part  of  Madawaska,  it  can  soar  ely 
be  pretended  that  such  claim  wouki  iaclnde 
Ihe  Ameriaaa  settlers  farther  ap  the  St.  Johns,  w^o 
aellkd  there  about  the  jear  1816;  but  howcser. 
bey Ihenrcan heno }a^ pnlMUia thit  the 


British  GovernmeDt  ever  had  jnrisdicliou  in  the 
Aroostook  country.  itnd  as  relates  to  recent 
events  in  Maine,  it  is  important  to  keep  in  mind 
that  (he  facts,  so  far  at  rtiaU  to  tkt,  qutaiinn  •fjwia* 
dielien,  are  very  dilferent  in  the  Aroostook  couoiry 
froin  what  they  are  in  the  Madawaska  country.  In 
the  latter,  there  were  early  settlements  and  grants 
from  the  Crown.  In  the  former,  the  first  seitle- 
ments  were  not  earlier  than  1833,  made  by  Ameri- 
can citizens  and  persons  from  the  Provinces,  who 
resorted  there  to  be  within  wSflMriooti  UrrUory  and 
beyond  ihe  reach  of  their  Provincial  creditors. 
Very  soon  after  the  establishment  of  the  monu- 
ment at  the  source  of  the  St.  Croix,  a  line  was  run 
due  north  therefrom,  and  two  ranges  of  townships, 
each  of  six  miles  square,  were  surveyed  and  locat- 
ed by  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts,  con- 
tjgi|ous  to  that  line  aiMl  extending  northwardly 
many  miles  beyond  the  Aroostook  river.  The 
township  including  the  Aroostook  river  and  ad- 
joining to  the  due  north  line,  was  conveyed  by 
Massachusetts  as  early  as  1807,  and  other  town- 
ships and  pi^rts  of  townships  were  conveyed  soon 
after,,  all  of  which  have  been  and  are  held  by  those 
grantees  and  their  ast^igns.  In  1S36,  the  territory 
west  of  these  two  ranges  of  townships,aod  extending 
near  to  St.  Johns  river,  was  ^urveyed  under  the 
joint  authority  of  Massachusetts  and  Maine,  into 
townships  of  six  miles  square,  aud  soon  after  divi- 
ded between  those  States,  Many  of  these  town- 
ships have  been  sold  to  individuals,  and  the  others 
remain  the  pn^rty  ot  the  State.  A  road 
has  been  marked  out  from  the  military  road,  near 
Mattawamkeag,  across  the  Aroostook,  and  thence . 
on  to  the  St.  Johns,  and  is  well  made  to  the  Aroos- 
took river.  The  land  agents  of  Maioe  and  Massa- 
chusetts have  frequently,  and  almost  yearly,  been 
upon  tl^at  territory,  sold  timber,  granted  permits, 
prosecuted  trespassers,  and  exercised  other  acts  of 
ownership.  The  persons  settled  upon  that  river, 
look  to  Massachusetts  and  Maine  for  titles  to  the 
land  they  possess,  and  it  is  not  known' that  the  Bri- 
tish authorities  ever  made,  or  proposed  to  make 
grants  to  any  of  them.  In  fact,  the  only  claim  to 
jurisdiction  hy  the  British  authorities,  so  far  as 
known,  depends  upon  their  assumption,  that  as  the 
land  once  belonged  to  the  Crown,  and  has  not  been 
set  apart,  the  title  of  jurisdiction  remains  now  in  the 
Crown;  that  by  the  arrangement  before  meniicned, 
they  retain  jurisdiction  until  the  controversy  about 
the  boundary  shall  be  settled;  and  that  they  have 
a  warden  to  took  after  trespassers  upon  the 
disputed  territory,  for  the  benefit  of  the  party 
to  whom  the  land  may  fioally  be  awarded. 
The  claim  to  ezcl^knvt  jurisdiclioD,  is  of 
very  recent  origio,  and  without  a  shadow  of 
foundation.  Whenever  advanced,  it  has  been  de- 
nied by  our  Goveroment;  and,  in  1829,  we  find  the 
acting  Lieutenant  GK>vernor  of  New  Brunswick,  in 
a  letter  to  the  British  Minister,  uses  this  language: 
''I  am  induced  to  submit  to  your  Excellency*^  con- 
sideration the  propriety  of  an  officer  being  appoint- 
ed by  the  General  Government  of  the  United  States, 
to  act  in  concert  with  Mr.  McLauchlan,  in  guard- 
ing against  further  depredations,  and  the  infraction 
of  the  existing  understanding  between  the  two  Go 
vemments,  until  the  pending  question  between  the 
two  Governments  shall  be  decided;**  and  novo  the 
claim  is  to  the  exclusive  jurisdiction. 

Let  us  now  look  at  the  causes  which  have  brought 
on  the  alarming  state  of  things  which  threatens  the 
peace  of  the  country,  and  see  whether  or  not  the 
Government  and  pedple  of  Maine  are  justly 
chargeable  with  ''very  hasty  measures.** 

During  the  last  year,  the  land  agent  of  Maine 
went  twice  upon  the  territory  on  and  about  the 
Aroostook  Waters,  saw  the  persons  who  had  prepar- 
ed to  cot  timber,  warned  them  to  desist,  and,  in 
seme  cases,  sued  the  persons  concerned,  and  obtain- 
ed satisfaction  for  what  they  had  cut,  and,  in  all  in- 
stances, the  trespassers  promised  to  quit.  Fearing 
that,  after  he  should  be  gone,  the  trespassers  might 
return  to  their  work  of  destruction,  he  notified  them 
that,  if  they  should  do  so,  he  should  prosecute  them 
and  take  their  reams.  In  December,  the  land  agents 
sent  Mr.  Buckmore  to  the  Aroostook  and  Fish 
rivers,  ti  prevent,  as  far  as  he  could,  any  trespass- 
iaa  upon  the  pnblic  lands. 

li^  JaaiHtfy,  that  agent  reported  to  thh  Governor 


of  Maine,  that  vast  depredations  were  committed  by 
sonie  two  or  three  hundred  person^  who  not  only 
refused  to  desist,  but  defied  the  power  of  the  State 
to  prevent  their  cutting  timber  to  any  extent  ihey 
pleased.  The  Governc^r  communicated  that  in- 
formation to  the  Legislature  then  in  session — the 
Legislature  thereupon  ''directed  the  laud  agent 
forthwith  to  employ  sufficient  force  to  arrest,  de- 
tain, and  imprison  all  persons  trespassing  upon  the 
territory  ot  the  State,  and  to  dispose  of  the  teams, 
lumber,  and  other  materials  of  the  trespassers,  as 
he  should  deem  necessary  and  expedient.*'  Under 
this  resolve,  the  land  agent  proceeded  with  about 
^we  hundred  chosen  men  to  the  scene  of  opera- 
tions on  the  Aroostook,  dispersed  most  of  the  Ues- 
passers,  and  arrested  seme  fifteen  or  twenty.  On 
the  following  night,  while  the  land  agent  was  in 
bfd,  he  was  surrounded  by  aimed  men,  and  or- 
dered to  Frederickton.  On  his;inquiring  their  au- 
thority, they  presented  bayonets,  and  compelled 
hini  to  go  with  them  to  Woodstock,  where  there 
was  some  examination  by  magistrates,  and  then 
ordered  to  Fiederickton  under  military  guard,  in  a 
most  humiliating  manner.  XVhat  is  his  present 
condition,  is  not  known.  Upcn  this,  Sir  John 
Harvey,  Lieut.  Governor  of  New  Brunswick,  is- 
sued his  proclamatioa,  reciting  that  he  had  received 
information  that  a  parW  of  armed  persons,  two 
hundred  or  more,  had  invaded  that  Province 
from  the  neighboring  State  of  Maine,  for  the  pHro- 
fessed  object  of  exercisinj^^  authority  and  driving 
off  persons 'stated  le  be  cutting  timber  therein, 
and  ordering  a  sufficient  military  force  to  proceed 
forthwith  to  the  place  where  these  outrages  are  said 
to  have  been  committed,  as  well  to  repel  foreign 
invasion,  as  to  prevent  illegal  acts  of  her  Majexty  *i 
subjects,  a  draft  of  miii>ia  from  two  brigades.  Upon 
receipt  of  that  proclamation,  the  Gojreruor  of  Maine 
ordered  a  reinforcement  of  500  armed  men  10 
sustain  the  land  agent's  party  in  the  discharge  of 
Iheir  dtt^y*  communicated  the  proclamation  to  the 
Legislature,  with  a.  statement  of  what  had  occurred; 
and  also,  transmitting  a  letter  received  by  him 
from  Lieutenant  Governor  Harvey,  in  which  the 
latter  asserted  the  right  of  txtlmivt  jurisdiction 
over  the  disputed  territory,  and  informing  that  he 
had  iiu<niclion<nol  to  wfftr  eny  tnUrftrtuet  uiilA  th€ 
possetsion'or  juriidieiim  of  that  territory,  asking 
that  the  land  agent*s  party  may  be  withdrawn,  and 
adding  that  "  he  had  directed  a  strong  force  of  her 
Maj4>8ty*s  troops  to  be  in  readiness  ta  support  her 
Majesty *8  authority,  and  protect  her  Majesry'j 
subjects  in  the  disputed  territory,  in  the  event  of 
that  re<inest  not  being  immediately  conoiplied  with." 
The  Legislature  approved  the  Governor's  course, 
and  made  a  large  appropriation  to  enable  him  to 
carry  it  out.  The  Governor  returned  an  answer 
to  Sir  John  Harvey,  that  he  should  not  comply  wit|i 
his  request,  and  that  the  land  agent*s  party  would 
not  be  withdrawn,  so  long  as  he  could  find 
sufficient  force  to'  maintain  them  there,  and 
1,000  men  have  already  marched,  and  no  doubt 
are  at  this  moment  upon  the  disputed  territory,  to 
sustain  the  land  agent,  and  to  execute  the  laws  of 
their  Stale;  and,  if  attacked,  may  now  be  pourinj^ 
out  their  blood  in  defence  of  their  country,  and  in 
maintaining  the  rights  and  honor  of  their  State. 
The  Governor  has  communicated  all  to  the  Presi- 
dent, and  we  may  expect  a  message  to-morrow,  in- 
forming us  of  the  course  he  may  think  proper  to 
pursue  on  this  momentous  question. 

Having  stated  the  facts  as  Mr.  W.  believed 
them  to  exist,  he  submitted  to  the  Senate  and  to  the 
nation  whether  or  not  the  Gk)Vf  mment  or  people  of 
Maine  were  justly  chargeable  with  adopting  "  very 
hasty  measures^**  or  "levying  war  against  a  (>ower 
in  amity  with  the  United  States?**  As  to  the  idea  of 
the  boundary  question  being  in  Maine  a  party 
question,  at  a  game  to  be  won  "by  the  side  which 
succeeds  in  driving  the  bail  furthest,*'  it  was  no 
such  thing.  Although  there  are  political  parties  in 
Maine,  they  are  extinguished  upon  this  great,  vital, 
and  all-absorbing  question  of  boundary,  and  the 
maintenance  of  the  rights  and  honor  of  the  State. 
On  this  question  there  is  but  oa<  voicB  and  one  tU" 
UrmmaHon,  as  well  in  the  Government  as  in  the 
people  of  Maine;  and  that  is  to  maintain  inviolate 
her  wkoU  territory;  and  before  yielding  to  the 
haughty  demand  of  the  Lientouutt  Governor  of 
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New  Branswiek  to  withdraw  her  land  agent  and 
the  force  necessary  to  sustain  him  in  the  execation 
of  his  duties,  the  best  blood  of  her  citizens  will  be 
freely  shed  to  repel  invasion,  and  to  vindtcaie  the 
rights  of  Maine  and  the  honor  of  the  nation. 

Mr.  WALKER  said  that  he  was  not  at  alL  sur- 
prised at  the  course  of  the  paper  alluded  to  on  this 
subject.  It  had  but  followed  its  instincts  in  this 
matter.  In  the  difficulties  with  the  Indians  it  had 
advocated  their  pretensions,  in  opposition  to  the 
Qovernment}  in  our  difficulties  wiih  France,  it  was 
the  French  organj  in  our  dispute  with  Mexico,  it 
was  the  Mexican  organ;  and  in  the  present  diffi- 
culty it  was  very  natural  it  should  be  the  British 
ocgan.  Whenever  we  have  had  difficulties  with  ^a 
foreign  power,  this  paper  was  sure  to  be  found  ad- 
vocating foreign  interests. 

The  CHAIR  interposed,  and  said,  there  being  no 
proposition  before  the  Senate,  the  remarks  cf  the 
Senator  were  out  of  order. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  by  unanimous  consent,  offered 
some  remarks  on  the  subject  of  the  difficulty  on 
the  borders  of  Maine;  and  said  that,  as  to  the  ques- 
tion ^f  the  right  of  this  country  to  the  disputed  ter- 
ritory, there  was  not  a  shadow  of  doubt,  but  ad- 
vised calmness  and  deliberation  in  the  considera- 
tion of  the  matter.  If,  on  a  full  and  calm  consi- 
deration of  the  matter,  an  appeal  to  arms  for  the 
protection  and  defence  of  our  rights  was  thought 
necessary^  he  would  not  be  found  faltering. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  LINN, 

The  bill  to  provide  for  the  protection  of  the  citi- 
zens of  the  United  States  residing  in  the  Oregon 
Territory,  or  trading  on  the  Columbia  river,  was 
taken  up;  and,  after  some  remarks  from  Mr.  L. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  WRIGHT,  the  bill  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations. 

The  navy  appropriation  bill  was  then  taken  up; 
and 

Mr.  WILLIAMS  of  Maine  said  he  had  an 
amendment  to  offer;  but  the  chairman  of  the  Na- 
val Committee  [Mr.  Rivss]  not  being  in  his  seat, 
he  hoped  the  bill  would  be  permitted  to  lay  over 
till  to-morrow. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  gave  notice  that  he  would  call  it 
up  to-morrow  at  13  o'clock* 

The  bill  granting  a  pension  to  David  Waller, 
was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

The  .bill  to  explain  and  limit  the  powers  of  the 
Circuit  Court  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  was 
taken  up  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed — ^yeas34, 
nays  10,  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Alien,  Benton,  Brown,  Clay  of 
Alabama,  Fulton,  Hubbard,  King,  Linn,  Lyon, 
Mouton,  Nicholas,  Niles,  Norvell,  Pierce,  Roane, 
Robinson,  Sevier,  Smith  of  Connecticut,  Strange, 
Wall,  Williams  of  Maine,  Williams  of  Mississippi, 
Wright,  and  Young~34. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Bayard,  Clayton,  Davis,  Fos- 
ter, Knight,  Prentiss,  Preston,  Swift,  Tallmadge, 
and  White— 10. 

The  bill  to  amend  an  act  confirming  certain 
land  claims  in  Michigan,  was,  after  some  remarks 
from  Mr.  LYON,  read  the  second  time,  and  order- 
ed to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representa- 
tives of  Philip  Barber,  deceased,  was,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  WALKER,  after  some  remarks,  indefinitely 
postponed. 

The  bill  to  authorize  the  payment  of  equitable 
commissions  to  the  attoineys  of  persons  in  whose 
favor  awards  have  been  made  by  the  commission- 
ers under  the  several  treaties  with  foreign  powers, 
was  read  the  second  lime,  and  considered  as  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  ordered  to  be  engross- 
ed for  a  third  reading. 

The  bill  to  revive  an  act  authoriziDg  certain  sol- 
.diers  of  the  late  war  to  surrender  the  bounty  lands 
drawn  by  them,  and  to  locate  others  in  lieu  there- 
of, was,  after  a  brief  explanation  from  Mr.  FUL- 
TON, also  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading. 

.  The  bill  for  the  relief  of  J.  and  W.  Beeson,  and 
others,  was  also  considered  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CLAY  of  Alabama, 
The  Senate  adjoomed. 


.  HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES, 
Monday,  February  35, 1839, 
The  regular  business  of  the  day  being  the  call 
for  resolutions,  Mr.  CAMBRELENG  moved  a 
suspension  of  the  rules  for  the  purpose  of  calling  the 
committees  for  reports,  and  proceediDg  with  the 
public  business. 

Mr.  ADAMS  asked  leave  to  present  the  follow- 
ing resolutions,  which  were  reaa  for  information: 
Retohed  by  the  Senate  and  H^uu  •/ RepreeentoHnes 
in  Cimgnss  aseembUd,  two-thirds  of  both  Houses 
concurring  therein,  That  the  following  amendments 
to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  be  proposed 
to  the  several  States  of  the  Union,  which,  when 
ratified  by  three-fourths  of  the  Legislatures  of  said 
States,  shall  become  and  be  a  part  of  the  Constitu- 
tion of  the  United  States: 

1st.  From  and  after  the  4  th  day  of  July,  1843, 
there  shall  be,  throughout  the  United  States,  no  he- 
reditary slavery;  but  on  and  after  that  day  every 
child  bom  within  the  United  States,  their  Territo- 
ries or  jurisdiction,  shall  be  born  free. 

3d.  With  the  exception  of  the  Territory  of  Flo- 
rida, there  shall  henceforth  never  be  admitted  into 
this  Union  any  State,  the  constitution  of  which 
shall  tolerate  within  the  same  the  existence  of 
slavery. 

3d.  From  and  after  the  4th  of  July,  1845,  there 
shall  be  neither  slavery  nor  slave  trade  at  the  seat 
of  Government  of  the  United  States. 
Objection  having  been  made, 
Mr.  A.  proceeded  to  state  that  he  had  in  his  pos- 
session a  petition  which  he  desired  to  present,  and 
on  which  these  resolutions  were  founded.    It  was  a 
petition  from  John  Jay  and  43  most  respectable 
citizens  of  the  city  of  New  York. 
[Mr.  A.  was  here  interrupted  by  cries  to  order.] 
And  the  SPEAKER  having  decided  that  the  mo- 
tion to  suspend  the'rule  must  first  be  disposed  of— 
Mr.  A.  did  not  press  the  motion  further  at  this 
time. 

And  the  question  having  been  taken  on  the  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  CAMBRELENG,  the  rules  were  sus- 
pended. 

REPORTS  OF  COMMITTEES. 

Mr.  STUART,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 

made  a  report  against  the  petition  of  James  Young. 

Mr.  RUSSELL,  from  the  same  committee,  made 

a  report  on  the  petition  of  Joseph  H.  Walters,  and 

the  same  was  referred  to  the  Secretary  of  War. 

Also,  reported  bills  for  the  relief  of  Daniel  Steen- 
rod  and  Wm.  P.  Rathbone. 

Mr*  CHAMBERS,  from  the  same  committee, 
made  a  report  against  the  petition  of  Wm.  Thomas. 
Mr.  CU3HMAN,  from  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce, reported  a  bill  making  appropriations  for 
repainng  certain  public  works. 

Mr.  GIDDINQS,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
made  a  report  against  the  petitions  of  John  M. 
Pounds  and  Wm.  H.  bpilier. 

Also  reported  Senate  bill,  with  amendments,  for 
the  relief  of  Gad  Humphreys,  of  the  Territory  of 
Florida. 

Mr.  CUSHMAN,  from  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce, reported,  without  amendment,  Senate  bill 
for  the  relief  of  Elisha  Eldridge. 

Also,  a  bill  explanatory  of  an  act  entitled  an  act 
making  appropriations  for  building  light-houses, 
light-boats,  beacon-lights,  buoys,  and  making  sur- 
veys for  the  year  1838,  passed  7th  July,  1838. 

Mr.  CASEY,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  reported,  without  amendment.  Senate  bills 
authorizing  the  relinquishment  of  the  sixteen  sec- 
tions gt:anted  for  the  use  of  schools,  and  the  entry 
of  other  lands  in  lieu  thereof;  and  authorize  certain 
certificates  of  deposite  lo  be  cancelled  and  reissued; 
which  last  mentioned  bill  was  read  the  third  time, 
and  passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CASEY,  leave  was  granted 
to  O.  Wallace  to  withdraw  certain  papers  from  the 
files  of  the  House. 

Mr,  WORD,  on  leave,  presented  certain  joint  re- 
solutions of^  the  Legislature  of  Mississippi,  in  rela- 
tion to  post  roads  In  the  United  States.  Also,  pre- 
sented the  petition  of  David  G.  Harvey. 

Mr.  CHAPMAN,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Public  Lands,  reported,  with  amendments.  Senate 
bill  for  the  relief  of  certain  settlers  on  the  public' 


lands  wUb  were  deprived  of  the  benefits  of  th«  ui 
granting  pre-emption  rights,  whksh  was  aporoTa! 
on  the  19th  May,  1834.  *^^    " 

Some  debate  followed,  (directed  to  the  qoesttoa 
of  engrossment  or  commitment,)  iu  which  M»n. 
LINCOLN,  CHAPMAN,  L.  WILLIAMS  iS 
CRABB  participated.  ' 

When,  on  motion  of  Mr.  LEWIS  WILLIAMS 
the  bill  (ayes  83,  noes  54,)  was  laid  on  the  table.  ' 

Mr.  LQOMIS,  from  the  same  committee,  report- 
ed, with  amendment.  Senate  bill  to  authorize  Jolm 
E.  Metcalf  and  others  to  locate  certain  pre-emptioa 
claims  to  land  in  Indiana. 

Also,  made  a  report  upon  the  subject  of  secoriag 
to  actual  settlers  on  public  lands  the  right  of  pie- 
emption  lo  their  own  improvements,  when  offend 
for  sale,  in  preference  to  others,  accompanied  b/ a 
bill  for  that  purpose. 

Also,  reported  a  bill  authorizing  the  issaiog  of 
land  scrip  to  satisfy  military  bounty  land  warruts. 

Mr.  BOULDIN,  from  the  Committee  for  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  reported,  without  amendmcat, 
Senate  bill  supplemental  to  the  act  granting  certain 
city  iota  to  the  corporation  of  the  Colombian  Col* 
lege,  for  the  purposes  therein  mentioned,  approved 
14th  July,  1832.  This  bill  was  read  a  third  tine 
and  passed. 

Mr.  TOUCEY,  from  the  Committee  oathe  Jodi- 
ciary,  reported,  without  amendment.  Senate  bill  to 
prevent  the  abatement  of  suits  and  actions  aov 
pending,  in  which  the  Bank  of  Columbia,  in Geols^ 
town,  may  be  a  party;  which  l>ill  was  read  the  thad 
time  and  passed.       « 

Mr.  T.  also,  from  the  same  committee,  re- 
ported an  amendatory  bill  to  authorise  the  circait 
courts  of  the  United  States  to  appoint  their  own 
clerks,  and  to  regulate  the  fees  of  clerks  ia  the  States 
of  Louisiana  and  Alabama* 

Also,  Senate  bill  to  abolish  imprisonment  for 
debt  in  certain  cases,  without  amendmeatj  vhick 
bill  was  read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

Mr.  MARTIN,  from  the  same  committee,  re- 
ported a  bill  to  change  the  terms  of  the  circait  ooirt 
for  the  eastern  diittrict  of  Xjoaisiana  and  the  soai^ 
em  district  of  Alabama;  which  was,  on  his  motion, 
laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  MAY,  from  the  Committee  oa  Private 
Land  Claims,  reported,  without  amendment.  Se- 
nate bill  to  confirm  the  iitle  to  a  certain  tract  of 
land  in  the  county  of  Mobile. 

Also,  ibr  the  relief  of  Daniel  Maisaqne. 

Mr.  FLETCHER  of  Maasachnsetis,  from  tbe 
same  committee,  reported,  with  amendments,  8t- 
nate  bill  to  continue  in  force  the  act  for  tbe  final 
adjustment  of  private  land  claiowi  in  Missoari, 
approved  9th  July,  1833,  and  the  act  supplemental 
thereto,  approved  3d  March,  1833. 

Mr.  McKAY,  from  the  Committee  on  Militarf 
Affairs,  reported  a  bili  for  the  erection  of  certain 
military  works  on  the  Northeastern  frontier  of  the 
Uoiied  States* 

Mr.  HOWARD,  from  the  Committee  on  Fo- 
reign Affairs,  reported,  at  length,  relative  la  the 
commercial  intercourse  between  the  United  Sute 
and  the  British  provinces  of  Nova  Scotia  aad  Ne* 
Brunswick. 

Mr.  MORGAN,  from  the  Comoiictee  on  Bevo- 
Itttioriary  lesions,  reported  a  bill  ibr  the  relieT  of 
Jacob  Adams,  of  Massacboaettfw 

Mr.  WHITTLESEY,  from  the  same  coamil- 
tee,  reported,  without  amendment,  Senate  bill  for 
the  relief  of  Joseph  Bassei;  and  naade  a  nfM^ 
against  the  petition  of  Jacob  White. 

Mr.  JOHNSON  of  Virginia,  from  the  swt 
committee,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  uf  Stiihi 
Benton;  which  was  twice  read,  and  committe^L  . 

Mr.  J.  also  made  an  unfavorable  report  oi  ^ 
petition  of  Jacob  White:  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  CHILDS,  from  the  same  oommittee»  11" 
ported  a  bill  granting  a  pen.sion  to  Elaalhia 
Searp. 

Mr.  FRY,  from  the  same  oomnaitiee,  reported  a 
bill  granting  a  pension  lo  Christian  BroUgher,  d: 
Pennsylvania,  and  made  a  report  against  the  p^ 
tion  of  Margaret  Wade. 

Also,  reported  Senate  bill  to  establidi  a  pensiMj 
agency  at  Montpelier,  in  Veitnonr^  with  •mci'^ 
ments. 

Bfr.MERC£R»£rom  the  Cotamittee  mAm^ 
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and  Canals,  made  a  report  upon  the  sabject  of  an 
apprapriatioa  for  improving  the  navigation  of  the 
Ohio  river,  and  reported  an  amendment  to  the  joint 
jfsohuloa  now  before  the  HooMt  authorizing  cer- 
tain militaiy  sarveys. 

Mr.  PRATT,  from  the  Committee  on  Pablic 
Baiidiogsand  Grounds,  made  a  report  upon  the 
subject  of  having  the  pablic  buildings,  hereaAer  to 
be  erected,  built  either  of  marble  or  granite,  instead 
of  sandstone. 

Mr.  MAY  presented  certaia  joint  resolutions 
fiom  the  Legislature  of  Illinois,  on  the  subject  of 
ibe  cnrreney,  which  were  read,  laid  on  the  table, 
and  otn^fed  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS  of  Kentachy  moved  to'recon- 
sider  die  vote  by  which  the  bill  abolishing  impri- 
soomeat  for  debt  in  certain  cases  had  been  passed. 
The  motion  was  entered. 

Mr.  LINCOLN,  from  the  Committee  on  Poblic 
Bnildings  and  Grounds,  laid  before  the  House  cer- 
tain communications  in  relation  to  the  material  for 
the  construction  of  Public  Buildings.  Laid  on  the 
table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  JENIFER,  chairman  of  the  select  oommit- 
iie  to  which  had  been  referred  so  much  of  the  Pre- 
sidents message  as  relates  to  the  tobacco  trade  with 
foreign  nations,  made  a  report;  which  "was  laid  on 
the  labie,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  HOWARD  said  that  as  this  was  a  very  im- 
portant report,  he  would  move  the  printing  of 
5000  extra  copies. 

And  the  rule  having  been  suspended,  the  motion 
lo  print  (having  been  urged  briefly  by  Messrs. 
HOWARD  and  W.  C.  JOHNSON)  was  agreed  to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  TOUCEY,  the  rules  were  isus- 
jxaded  for  the  purpose  of  considering  the  motion 
herelDfore  made  to  reconsider  the  vote  abolishing 
imprisonment  for  debt. 

Mr.  PETRIKIN  demanded  the  previous  ques- 

The  bill  having,  on  motion  of  Mr.  ROBERT- 
SON, been  read, 

The  previous  question  was  seconded,  and  the 
main  question  (being  on  the  reconsideration)  was 
ordered  and  taken. 
And  the  motion  to  reconsider  was  rejected. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  SERGEANT,  the  act  amend- 
ing the  act  in  relation  to  the  judicial  system  of  the 
Gailed  States  wa&  taken  up  on  the  question  of  final 
Mssagie. 

Bir.  EVERETT  moved  to  recommit  the  bill  to 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Uuon,  for  the  purpose  of  striking  out  the  second 
arctittn. 

Soiee  debate  followed,  in  which  Messrs.  EVE- 
RETT and  THOMAS  participated. 

BCr.  CAMBRELENG  moved  the  previous  ques- 
tion.      - 

Mr.  EVEREIT  moved  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  ta- 
hle;  which  motion  was  rejected. 

The  previous  question  was  then  seconded,  and 
Ihe  main  question  ordered, 
Aad  the  bill  was  passed. 

GENERAL  APPROPRIATION  BILL. 
Tiae  House  again  resolved  itself  into  Committee  ^ 
of  Ibe  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union  (Mr.  Banks, 
nf  Vjxgmia,  in  the  chair)  on  the  above  bill. 

The  app^  in  relation  to  the  amendment  for  a 
reappropriation  for  a  dry  dock  at  Brooklyn  was 
nthdmwn,  and  so  the  question  pending  on  Satur- 
lajr  fell  to  the  ground. 

Dm  motion  of  Mr.  CAMBRELENG,  the  foUow- 
■g  item  was  stricken  out,  (provision  having  been 
Bade  therefor  in  another  bill:) 
.  **For  carrying  into  effect  the  treaty  between  the 
United  States  and  Texas  of  the  25ih  April,  1838." 
if  r.  SLADB  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  insert- 
9g  an  appropriation  of  |3,000,  to  enable  the  Presi- 
«at  io  defray  the  expenses  of  sending  a  commer- 
U -agent  to  Hayti,  for  the  purpose  of  establishing 
Dniniercial  relations  therewith. 
The  CHAIR  decided  this  amendment  to  be  out 
r  order,  on  the  ground  that  it  was  for  an  object  not 
BiiiQrized  by  law. 

Mr.  SL.ADE  appealed  from  the  decision;  and  a 
ifaale  roUowed,  in  which  Messrs.  SLADE,  CAM- 
KEI.KNO,  CRAIG,  FLETCHER  of  Massachn- 
U9,  LEGARE,TILLINGHA)5T,  WISE,  HOW- 
BD,  XOUCEY,  ADAMS,  WHITTLESEY,  aad 


CUSHING  took  part,  and  which  resulted  in  affirm- 
ing the  decision  of  the  Chair. 

A  variety  of  amendments  were  moved  by  Mr. 
CAMBRELENG,  and  agreed  to.  After  which, 
another  question  of  order  occupied  the  H6use  on 
an  item  moved  by  Mr.  Cambrei<£ng,  the  operation 
of  which  would  be  to  restore  to  certain  officers  of 
the  customs  thie  salaries  they  received  in  1833;  the 
repeal  of  the  duties  on  certain  articles,  and  the 
operations  of  the  tariff,  having  deprived  them  of  the 
sources  fh>m  which  they  received  the  same;  the 
duties  of  the  office  being  as  laborious  as  they  were 
when  the  act  regulating  thtir  pay  became  a  law. 

The  CBAIR  decided  that  the  amendm«nt  was 
in  order,  because  it  proposed  to  fulfil  the  provisions 
of  a  former  acu 

Mr.  EVERETT  resisted  this  as  an  increase  of 
expenditure  not  authorized  by  law;  and  the  question 
was  debated  by  Messrs.  EVERETT,  CAMBRE- 
LENG, BRIGGS,  PETRIKIN,  CUSHING, 
HOWARD,  CUSHMAN,  WILLIAMS  of  North 
Carolina,  REED,  PARMENTER,  LEGARE, 
RANDOLPH,  and  MERCER;  when  the  decision 
of  the  Chair  was  reversed  by  the  House,  and  thf 
amendments  rejected. 

In  the  course  of  the  above  debate,  Mr.  PRATT 
of  New  York,  under  the  impression  thai  the  appeal 
from  the  decision  of  the  Chair,  upon  the  amendment 

Sroposing  to  appropriate  |100,000  for  adjry  dock  at 
Brooklyn  was  still  pending,  intimated  hi^  wish  to 
address  the  House  upon  that  subject;  bat  as  he 
was  mistaken  as  to  the  question  now  before  the 
committee,  and  holding  to  the  opinion  that  time  is 
money,  if  the  House  had  no  objection,  he  would 
write  his  views  out  upon  that  subject,  instead  of 
contributing  to  its  waste,  at  this  late  period  of  the 
scsioa.    The  House  granted  him  leave. 

Mr.  PETRIKIN  moved  an  amendment  to  dis- 
tribute certaia  copies  of  the  Documentary  History 
of  the  United  States,  now  in  the  State  Department, 
among  the  members  of  the  House  who  had  not  re- 
ceived them;  agreed  to. 

On  anollier  item  of  appropriation  which  proposed 
both  an  ouifit  and  salary  to  a  Charge  to  Holland, 
Mr.  STANLY  inquired  oi  Mr.  Howard,  chairman 
of  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs,  whether  it 
was  intended  to  recall  the  present  M^isier,  (Mr. 
Devizac,)  and  appoint  anothcil 

Mr.  HOWARD  replied,  it  was  his  opinion  that 
there  would  be  a  change  in  that  mission. 

Mr.  STANLY  inquired  whether  he  was  at  li- 
berty lo  state  whether  certain  rumors  staling  the 
present  Minister  to  be  a  pablic  defaulter  were  well 
founded) 

Mr.  HOWARD  replied  thai  he  did  not  know  or 
feel  himself  amhorized  to  state. 

Mr.  SLADE  moved  to  strike  out  the  item  of  an 
outfit  for  a  Charge  to  Holland;  and  on  ihat  moiion 
went  into  a  spe^,  at  large,  in  favor  fi£  appointing 
a  diplomatic  agent  to  Hayti. 

Mr.  S.  spoke  for  several  hours,  and  was 
finally  called  to  order,  and  the  House  refused  to 
permit  him  to  continue  his  remarks,,  after  consi- 
derable conftrence,  and  various  motions  for  the 
committee  to  rise. 

Mr.  SARGEANT  moved  an  item  of  |15,000 
to  pay  the  clerks  in  the  cusiom-house  at  Philadel- 
phia certain  arrears  of  salary,  or  so  much  of  that 
sum  as  might  be  necessary;  and  in  support  of  the 
claim,  said  it  had  been  acknowledged  by  the  Col- 
lector and  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  as  just. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  said  he  had  no  doubt  of 
the  justice  of  the  claim,  but  upon  the  same  prin- 
ciple as  the  amendment  offered  by  him,  proposing 
to  suppy  a  difficiency  in  the  salaries  of  other 
custom-house  clerks,  il  was  out  of  order.  The 
Chair  decided  his  amendment,  was  in  or- 
der, but  the  committee  thought  proper  to  reverse 
that  decision.  To  be  consistent,  the  committee 
ought  to  declare  this  out  of  order. 

The  CHAIR^  however,  again  decided  (notwith- 
standing the  reversal  of  his  former  decision,)  thai 
this  amendment  was  in.  order.  The  decision  was 
sustained  by  the  committee,  and  the  amendment 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  presented  certain  addi- 
tional items  of  amendment,  which  were  agreed  to. 

Mr.  L.  WILLIAMS  presented  an  amendment  in 
the  shape  of  a  new  section,  the  object  of  which  was 


to  confine  ad  civil  afficers  and  agents  to  their  sala- 
ries, so  that  they  shall  not  receive,  by  fees  or  other- 
wise, more  than  |4,d00;  surplus  to  be  paid  over  lo 
the  Treasury.  The  amendment  excepts  certain 
officers  therein  named. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  objected  that  the  amend- 
ment was  not  in  order,  on  the  giound  that  it  was 
not  in  order  to  modify  or  repeal  a  law  creating  sa- 
laries, <&c.  in  a  general  appropriation  bill. 

The  CHAIR  decided  the  amendment  to  be  in 
order. 

After  some  debate  between  Messrs.  L.  WII> 
LIAMS,  CAMBRELENG,  and  REED, 

Mr.  BRONSON  moved  to  amend  the  amend- 
ment by  adding  thereto,  "or  any  other  officer  whose 
salary  is  fixed  by  law." 

Mr.  WILLIAMS  accepted  the  modification,  and 
the  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  McKAY  offered  an  amendment,  that  no  of- 
ficers or  persons  whose  salaries  are  fixed  by  law 
and  regulation,  shall  receive  any  allowance  for  dis- 
bursement of  public  moneys,  &c.  unless  authorized 
by  law. 

An  amendment  to  the  amendment  was  offered 
limiting  to  |30  per  annum  the  sum  to  be  expended 
by.  the  heads  of  Executive  Departments  for  news- 
papers or  periodicals  not  necessary  for  the  use  of 
their  offices;  which  was  agreed  to. 

And  the  amendment,  as  amended, was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  BOND  moved  a  new  section,  that  the  print- 
ing of  the  Executive  Departments  shall  be  done  by 
contract;  proposals  to  be  advertised  for,  and  eon- 
tracts  to  be  let  to  the  lowest  bidder. 

After  a  few  remarks  from  Mr.  B.  the'  amend- 
ment was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  GARLAND  of  La.  moved  to  ameiid  the 
bill  by  striking  out  "for  compensation  to  the  clerks 
in  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  per 
act  of  23d  June,  1836,  f3,600." 

After  a  few  remarks  from  Messrs.  GARLAND 
of  La.  and  CAMBRELENG,  (the  latter  gentleman 
haviog  stated  that  such  clerks  were  still  required,) 

Mr.  GARLAND  of  La.  modified  his  motion  so 
as  to  insert  aaer  "1836,"  the  words  "entitled  an 
act  lo  regtilate  the  deposites  of  the  public  money." 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to.' 

"Mr.  DOTY  moved  an  amendment  appropriating 
|10,000  for  surveys  of  the  public  lands  north  of  the 
Wisqpnsin. 

Mr.  DOTY  and  Mr.  CAMBRELENG  sup- 
ported the  amendment,  and  it  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  PETRIKIN  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  in- 
serting $5  instead  of  |i8  per  mile  for  surveying  the 
public  lands  in  Louisiana. 

After  a  few  remarks  from  Messrs.  R.  GAR- 
LAND and  PETRIKIN, 

The  amendment  was  rejeeled. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CAMBRELENG,  the  appro- 
priation of  $33,000  for  contingent  expenses,  pay, 
mileage,  dbc.  of  the  members  of  the  Legislature, of 
Wisconsin,  was  reduced  to  |Q5,000. 

Mr.  DROMGOOLE  offered  a  new  section. in- 
creasing the  salaries  of  such  clerks  in  the  Depart- 
ments of  War,  Treasury,  and  Navy,  and  clerks  of 
both  Houses  of  Congress  and  the  Library,  Ac. 
whose  salaries  were  under  |3,000.  [Increasing 
the  salaries  of  all  officers  drawing  under  |1,000 
twenty  per  cent,  and  over  that  sum,  bat  under 
j^3,000,  ten  per  cent] 

The  motion  was  supported  by  Messrs.  DROM- 
GOOLE and  BOULDIN,  and  opposed  by  Mr. 
GRAVES,  who  called  upon  all  those  gentlemen 
who  were  opposed  to  this  Administraiion  on  the 
ground  of  its  extravagance,  to  resist  this  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  PETRIKIN  moved  to  amend  the  amend- 
ment by  including  the  clerks  in  the  General  Post 
Office. 

Mr.  DROMGOOLE  accepted  this  as  a  modifica- 
tion. 

The  debate  was  continued  by  Mr.  PRATT,  who 
•said  he  was  opposed  to  the  amendment  of  the  gen- 
tlemen from  Virginia,  [Mr.  DaoMOOLE.]  He  thought 
by  a  prudent  application  of  the  salaries  they  now 
receive,  it  was  a  competency  to  support  them  in  a 
genteel  style.  He  inferred  from  the  quarter  in 
which  the  amendment  originated,  and  the  ready 
support  which  it  received  by  the  gentleman  from 
Pa.  [Mr.  Petrjkxn,]  there  should  strong  aoapioioni 
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attach  to  it.  He  was  not  astonisbed  that  these 
gentlemen  shoald  step  rorward  to  take  care  of  those 
wh«  belonged  to  their  State  by  birth — they  were 

Sverned  by  a  kind  of  Slate  pride  in  the  matter, 
e  had  examined  into  the  condition  of  the  De- 
partments of  GK)vemment  in  this  respect,  to  ascer- 
tam  whether  the  State  he  in  part  represented  had 
her  quota  in  the  pablic  service  of  the  conntry ;  and 
he  was  somewhat  astonished  to  find  that  the  sons 
of  Viiiginia  received  from  the  Government  more  than 
$500,000,  and  Pennsylvania  fSOO.OOO,  in  the  way 
of  salaries,  whilst  the  great  State  of  New  York  re- 
ceived not  more  than  fifly  thousand  dollars.  He 
had  prepared  statements  to  show  this  result,  but 
would  not  detain  the  House  to  read  them.  He 
was  opposed  to  any  increase;  and  he  wsr  astonished 
to  find  some  gentlemen,  wh»  talk  so  much  about 
extravagant  expenditures,  so  ready  to  oome  for- 
ward to  heap  large  salaries  upon  non-producing 
oflScials;  but  when  any  proposition  to  do  justice  to 
the  werking  men  in  the  employment  of  the  Go- 
vernment was  before  us,  they  spurned  it  from  them. 
These  are  the  men  who  deserve  and  need  the  as- 
sistance and  protection  of  Congress.  Their  faces 
are  ground  into  the  dust,  whilst  those  \esi  worthy 
are  pampered  in  indolence.  These  perfumed  Whig 
office  holders,  iprho  push  themselves  forward  as  the 
leaders  of  the  feii,  should  never  receive  his  vote  to 
increase  the  means  to  promote  Inxurions  extrava- 
gance, and  to  increase  their  indolence. 

Gentlemen  in  the  Opposition  need  not  appre- 
hend that  an  increase  of  salary  would  be  giving 
these  officials  the  means  to  assist  in  perpetuating 
this  Administration.  No,  there  need  be  no  fears 
upon  that  score;  but,  on  the  other  hand,  it  would 
be  voting  means  to  overthrow  the  present  Adminis- 
tration; for  it  can  be  proved  beyond  controversy 
that  more  than  two-thirds  of  them  were  opposed  to 
it.  He  did  not  wish  lo  be  understood  as  casting  any 
imputation  upon  them;  but,  on  the  other  band,  he 
had  an  exalted  opinion  of  many.  He  would  ask 
gentlemen  to  look  to  the  working  men  in  the  em- 
ployment of  the  Government,  who  work  from  sun 
to  sun  in  this  District,  and  emphatically,  and  in 
truth,  earn  their  bread  by  the  sweat  of  their  brow, 
and  receive  probably  the  pittance  of  |1  50  per  day. 
It  is  those  who  should  receive  an  increase  of  their 
pay,  those  who  are  contributing  to  build  up  your 
navy,  and  adding  to  the  glory  of  the  country,  they 
are  equally,  if  not  more  meritorious,  and  their  em- 
ployment ia  equally  intelUctnal  as  those  who  are 
the  mere  scribes  or  examiners  of  other  men's  in- 
ventions. He  sincerely  wished  that  be  could  con- 
tribute to  pay  this  class  of  men  more  in  accordance 
with  iheir  merits,  industry,  and  efficiency.  He 
hoped  the  amendment  would  be  rejected;  but  if 
there  is  to  be  an  increase,  let  it  be  done  in  the  pro- 
per manner,  at  the  next  session,  including  the 
working  men,  as  well  as  the  clerks. 

The  debate  was  farther  continued  by  Mr.  Mo- 
KENNAN,  in. favor  of  the  amendment. 

The  amendment  was  also  Mipported  further  by 
Messrs.  BOULDIN  add  SLAD£,  and  opposed  by 
Messrs.  CALHOUN  of  Massacnusatts.  GRAVES 
and  SWING. 

Mr.PETRIKIN  moved  to  amend  the  amend- 
ment by  striking  out  |8,000  and  inserting  |1,800. 

Mr.  P.  spoke  ia  favor  of  the  whole  proposi- 
tion. 

Mr.  DROMGOOLB  accepted  this  also  as  a  mo- 
dification, and  forther  modined  his  amendmeiu  by 
including  the  clerks  in  the  Attorney  General's  Of- 
fice. 

After  some  further  remarks  from  Mr.  GRAVES,, 

Mr.  6LADE  moved  to  amend  the  amendment 
by  making  the  maanmum  |1,600. 

Which  was  agreed  to. 

And  the  question  being  taken,  the  amendment,  as 
amended,  was  rrjecled. 

Mr.  BOND  moved  to  strike  out  the  appropria- 
tion of  4100,000  for  the  oonstmcuon  of  the  new 
Treasury  building. 

Some  remarks  followed  from  Messrs.  BOND, 
CAMBRELENG,  and  LINCOLN; 

When  the  amendment  was  rejected. 

Mr.  LINCOLN  moved  to  increase  the  above  ap- 
propriation ta  |135,000.  

After  some  renurks  ttowk  Messrs.  EVERETT 
andl^GQLN, 


The  amendment  was  rejected. 

Mr.  HARRISON  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by 
adding  to  other  similar  appropriations  an  amount 
for  suf  veys  of  public  lands  in  Missouri. 

Mr.  YELL  moved  to  amend  the  amendment  by 
extending  the  benefit  of  the  appropriation  to  Ar- 
kansas. 

The  amendment  to  the  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

And  the  amendment,  as  amended,  was  rejected. 

Mr.  SLADE  ofi>red  the  following  amendment, 
to  come  in  at  the  end  of  the  bill: 

^ndht  it  further  cfiocfed,  That  the  President  be, 
and  hereby  is,  requested  duly  to  acaredit  to  the  Gro- 
vernment  of  the  Republic  of  Hayti  the  commercial 
agents  of  the  United  States  now  residing,  or  who 
may  hereafter  be  appointed  to  reside,  near  that 
Gfovernment. 

The  CHAIRMAN  decided  the  amendment  to  be 
out  of  order. 

Mr.  SLADE  appealed,  and  spoke  briefly  to  the 
question. 

When  the  decision  of  the  CHAta  was  affirmed. 

Mr.  OGLE  moved  to  strike  out  the  appropria- 
tion for  the  branch  mints  in  North  Carolina,  Loui- 
siana and  Georgia,  and  to  appropriate  |600  each 
to  persons  to  take  charge  of  the  public  property 
there. 

Mr.  0.  addressed  the  committee  at  great  length, 
and  in  review  of  the  numerous  experiments  made 
on  the  currency,  the  last  of  which  was  the  Sub- 
Treasury,  which  had  been  so  often  and  so  emphati- 
cally condemned. 

Mr.  HOLSEY  replied  in  vindication  of  the 
branch  mint  of  G^rgia. 

MR.  CAMBRELENG  followed  in  a  few  re- 
marks, and  expressed  his  convicdon  that,  to  be  suc- 
cessful, the  gentleman  must  at  least  modify  his  mo- 
tion. He  appealed  to  the  gentleman  not  to  press  his 
motion  at  this  late  hour,  and  to  let  the  bill  be  re- 
ported. 

Mr.  HALSTEAD  (at  half  past  twelve  o'clock) 
moved  that  the  committee  rise;  which  motion  was 
rejected. 

Some  farther  debate  followed,  in  which  Messr/ 
OGLE  and  MALLORY  narticipated.  *■ 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY  indicated  his  desire  to  ad- 
dress the  committee,  and,  as  the  hour  was  so  late, 
moved  that  the  committee  rise. 

And  the  committee  having  divided,  there  ap- 
peared— ayes  25,  noes- 
Mr.  M.  withdrew  the  motion  before  the  noes 
were  counted. 

Mr.  CHAMBERS  renewed  the  motion;  and  there 
appeared— aye<  25,  noes  52.    No  quorum. 

Mr;  ROBERTSON  moved  that  the  committee 
rise  and  report  the  fact,  when  there  appeared — ^ayes 
25,  noes  45.    No  quorum. 

In  reply  to  Mr.  R.  the  CHAIR  decided  that  it  re- 
-quired  the  vote  of  a  majority  of  those  present  in 
committee  to  rise  and  report  the  fact  of  the  want  of 
a  quorum. 

Mr.  MERCER  appealed. 

A  scene  of  much  confusion  and  disorder  en- 
sued, and  some  conversation  of  a  personal  charac- 
ter between  Mr.  CHAMBERS  and  the  CHAIR. 

The  appeal  was  debated  by  Mr.  MERCER. 

Mr.  HOWARD  reminded  the  members  that  a 
vttbjeet  of  the  most  vital  interest  would  be  up  to- 
morrow, affecting  the  character  and  honor  of  the 
country,  which  must  be  acted  upon,  and  he  implor- 
ed the  committee  to  tike  this  bill  out  of  commit- 
tee to-night. 

Mr.  L.  WILLIAMS  was  as  anxious  to  get  the 
bill  out  of  committee  as  any  gentleman,  but  was  not 
willing  that  the  bill  should  be  reported  when  not 
even  a  quorum  was  present. 

Mr.-TILLINGHAST  debated  the  appeal. 

After  which  Mr.  TOUCEY  moved  that  the  com- 
mittee rise;  which  motion  was  a^eed  to. 

And  the  committee  having  risen,  the  CHAIR- 
MAN reported  the  fact  of  the  absence  of  a  quorum. 

Mr.  TOUCEY  moved  that  the  House  adjourn; 
on  which  motion  the  yeas  and  nays  were  asked  and 
refused. 

And  then,  at  1  o'clock,  a.  m.  the  House  adjourn- 
ed. 

Mr.  Miller  presented  certain  joint  resoltJitions  of 
the  iiegislatara  of  the  Stcte  of  Missouri.   Also,t>e- 


titions  signed  by  Abraham  Vanmeter,  Wm.  Ho^ 
and  others,  asking  the  esUbllshment  ef  a  mail  isata 
from  Jonesboro,  in  Saline* connty,  Missoori,  by  thi 
way  of  Hook's  Mills,  Victoria  lo  Carrolltoa  ia 
Carroll  county,  in  said  State:  referred  to  the  Cos* 
mittee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads,   Tl» 
petition  of  P.  Wa!sh  and  other  citizens  of  Misswri, 
asking  the  passage  of  a  law  by  Congress,  ratifjiag 
and  confirmiag  an  act  passed  by  the  Legislature  iSf 
the  Territory  of  Wisconsin,  on  the  l$th  JaQQirr 
1838,  for  the  partition  of  the  half-breed  ladiaa 
lands  in  the  now  Territory  of  Iowa:  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary.    A  Joint  memorial  ol 
the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Minovi, ' 
asking  the  passage  of  a  law  by  Congress  gnntio| 
to  all  persons  who  may  hereafter  settle  en  thepnV 
lie  lands,  and  who  shall  continue  to  occapr  the 
same  for  two  years  after  settlement  on  such  uodi, 
the  right  of  pre-emption  thereto:  referred  to  tlie 
Committee  on  the^Publtc  Lands.    A  joint  meno* 
rial  of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Mis- 
souri, asking  the  pa5sage  of  a  law  by  Conj^ress  re- 
quiring the  Commissioner  of  the  General  I^od  Of- 
fice, or  the  register  of  the  particular  land  district 
where  land  may  be  hereafter  purchased,  to  endorK 
on  each  patent  or  plot  of  the  section  in  which  sajj 
land  l;es,  the  length  of  the  boundary  lines  thereof, 
and  a  plain  description  of  the  section,  fractiopu 
section,  quarter   section,   and  legal  sabdiviiiosil 
corners  of  the  same,  and  that  the  same  be  done  fret 
of  expense  to  the  purchasers:  referred  to  the  Gon- 
mittee  on  the  Pablic  Lands. 

Mr.  RiDGWAT  presented  a  petition,  sigpied  \j 
42  females  and  29  males,  of  Marion  conn^,  Qlhio, 
who  memorialize  the  Senate  and  House  of  Rrpr^ 
seiitatives  of  the  United  States  of  America  in  Co- 
gress  assembled,  to  take  into  consideration  the  eot' 
ditionof  the  descendants  of  Africa,  who  are  aov 
groaning  under  the  galling  yoke  of  slavery.  Thit] 
ask  Congress  to  use   their  utmost  inflnenee,iBi 
peaceful  manner,  as  a  council  desiring  the  welftn 
of  all  its  subjects,  for  the  deliverance  of  the  Afri- 
can race,  that  they  may  enjoy,  under  our  OovenH 
ment,  the  rights  and  privileges  cf  free  men.  The 
memorialists  state  that  they  have  viewed,  lad 
deeply  lamented,  the  system  of  slavery  aa  pracliwJ 
in  this  nation,  believing  it  to  be  enurely  at  niip 
ance  with  the  Christian  religion:  which  was  Ml 
on  the  table.     Also,  a  petition  signed  by  65  fr 
males  and  56  males,  from  the  same  seciioa^f 
Ohio.    They  state  that  they  have  viewed,  depillii^ 
and  deeply  lamented  the  condition  of  the  Aboi|^ 
nes  of  our  country,  which  they  believe  loudtyw 
upon  every  Christian  and  philanthropist  to  SW 
cede  in  their  behalf;  believing,  as  they  do,  Hlj^ 
they  are,  and  have  beeti,  a  most  injured  |Nto^ 
driven  from    their  homes,    possessidns,  and  ihi 
graves  of  their  fathers,  to  seek  an  unknown  ill 
molested  refuge,  and  that  they  "were  the  oiigilli 
owners  of  the  soil  we  now  possess.    Thei^flflU 
thcydesire  of  Congress,  in  their  legislative  Clgp 
city,  to  extend  the  hai^d  of  mercy  to  thispeo|ite,Tf 
permiliing  tbem    to  enjoy,  peaceably,  the  »1 
remnants  of  their  possessions  whibh  they  now  » 
cnpy,  and,  like  a  kind  father,  to  extend  the  atQCi 
protection  over  the  residue  of  this  people,  ihiJtg 
blessing  of  -HMven  may  refet  upon  us;  wliich!all 
referred  td  the  Committee  on  Indian  AiFairB. 


HoDSB  OP  RipiiisKNTATivEs,  F\eb.  2T,lfi3l. 
Mcssfts.  BLAia  ASD  RivKs:  ' 

In  the  Globe  of  Tuesday  night,  PehrnHfl 
1839,  it  is  mentioned  that  the  proposition  ofjjj 
Ogle  of  Pennsylvania  to  strike  odi  the  aj^rt)g| 
tion  to  carry  on  the  operation  of  the  branch  wm 
&c.  was  debated  by  Messrs.  Oeuc,  Roaaatwiri 
Virginia,  SriNtY,  and  VT.  Thompson,  ia  firttl 
the  amendment.  This  is  a  mi:$ra)te,  as  far  as  fT 
concerned.  I  replied  to  my  colleague,  Mr.MC 
GOMCRT,  and  commented  apon  the  mfsmao^ 
of,  and  large  expenditures  at,  the  branch  i 
Chariotle.  ^ 

I  replied  to  Mr.  Montoomery  because  I  thoM 
from  his  rrraarks,  he  intended  to  censure  th^ 
vernorof  North  Carolina.  ^ 

For  the  reasons  assigned  by  Messrs.  Gta|| 
and  Dawson^  I  should  opp6se  IheaatondiMi^.  ; 

'WiU:you  cpryeci  this  mitfta^ew  »..  Jj 


C<yN6RESfll«NAL  GLOBB. 
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[Tht  Reporter^  anderataBding  of  the  tenor 
aa4  s^oerai  bearing  of  the  remarks  of  Mr. 
Stavlt,  in  nphf  to  his  colleagae,  (Mr. 
UMiTG«»iixRr,  who  opposed  the  amendment 
of  Mr.  Oqle  to  suspend  the  operations  of 
the  brao«b  mint  at  Charlotte,)  and  his  cen- 
sure of  ibe  manner  in  which  that  mint  had  been 
eotidueted,  justified  him  in  classing  Mr.  8.  in  the 
brief  rammary  published  in  the  Qlobe,  among  those 
who  were  in  favor  of  breaking  np  that  establish- 
BciiL — RKPoaT£a. 


IN  SENATE, 
TovaoAT,  Febmarj  Si6,  1839. 
Tba  PRESIDENT  presented  a  common ication 
Aom  the  Secretary  of  the  Trcasuiy,  in  relation  to 
the  allowances  made  to  marshals,  which  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  the  Jiididary,  and  or- 
dered to  be  printed. 

Mr.  LYON  presented  a  memorial  from  John  P. 
Biehacdson  and  nineteen  others,  askini^  Congress 
lecstabli^  military  posts  on  the  Colombia  river, 
lad  to  bold  out  indncements  to  emigrants  to  the 
Oii^en  Territory,  If  Congress  would  pass  a  law, 
giBBtiog  .to  each  emigrant  one  thousand  acres  of 
land,  a  soflfcicat  number  of  enterprising  young 
men  woaki  go  there  to  defend  the  country  against 
attacks  from  any  quarter.  These  yonng  men 
wooki  be  of  the  number;  and  as  he  was  acquainted 
with  th^m,  and  knew  them  to  be  young  mm  of 
character  and  respectability,  he  had  no  doubt 
ibey  would  perform  whatever  they  promised.  The 
Meffi<mal  was  laid  on  the  table,'and  ordered  to  be 
piialed. 

Mr.  WRIOHT,  from  the  committee  on  Finance, 
Id  which  was  referred  an  act  to  fix  the  compensa- 
tion of  the  Keeper  of  the  Public  Archives  in  the 
Tcniiory  o(  Florida,  reported  the  same  without 
aaKudment. 

.    Mr.  WALL,  from  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs,  to  which  was  re ferrrd 
An  act  for  the  relief  of  S^ebulon  Pazson;  and 
An  act  for  the  relief  of  William  Clark; 
Reported  the  same  without  amendment. 
Mr.  W.  from  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary, 
to  which  was  referred  an  act  granting  to  the  Su- 
fnmt  Court  of  the  Territory  of  Iowa  the  same 
eompensation  as  that  of  Wisconsin,  reported  the 
umt  without  am/endment. 

Mr.  W.  from  the  same  committee,  reported  a 
laU  for  the  relief  of  parties  interested  in  th^  unset- 
tled cstaies  of  penons  proceeded  against  as  bank- 
rapts;  which  w^  read  a  first  and  second  time,  and 
ecNBBidered  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and,  af- 
tff  aome  remark.^  from  Messrs.  WALL  and 
XAIXMADGE,  wa£:  ordered  to  be  engrossed. 

Mr.  NO&VELL,  from  the  Committee  on  Com- 
Itri  I ,  to  which  was  referred  varioas  memorials 
aivi  papers  on  the  fubject,  reported  a  bill  aniho- 
ziatiBigtbe  erection  of  certain  light-houses  and  light 
boftli,  and  the  establishment  of  certain  buo^s  and 
beacoB  lights;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  a  se- 
cond reading. 

Mr.  BAYARD,  from  ihe  Committee  on  Private 
I«a«d  CSaim^,  to  which  was  referred  the  bill  for  the 
Kfief  of  Joshua  and  William  £.  Kennedy,  made 
•■  unfavorable  report  thereon. 

Mr.  X.YON,  from  the  Committee  on  Private 
I^tad  Claims,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Jo- 
a»ph  Campan;  which  waf  read,  and  ordered  to  a 
Kcond  reading,  and  the  report  ordered  to  be  printed. 
|fr.  NILES,  from  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
JMntioas,  to  which  was  referred  an  act  for  the 
mfk  of  Don  Carlos  Dehault  Delassns,  reported 
JPbaune  with  amendmenu. 
'  Mr.  STUANQE,  from  the  Committee  on  Pa- 
lo which  was  referred  a  paper  purporting  to 
from  Thomas  Coyle,  asked  to  he  discharged 
Ibe  further  consideration  thereof;  which  was 

to. 
r.  WILLIAMS  of  Me.  presented  a  petition 
tgm  becvccn  six  and  seven  hundred  persons  fe- 
Bbjg  on  and  near  the  Penobscot  river,  praying  for 
Wt  mction  of  military  defences  on  the  North- 
ffontien  which  was  referred  to  the  Commit- 
Hik  li^iUtary  Affain. 

li^«  I.YON  preaenud  eight  petitions,  from  the 
Wpfrhji:  {Muqied  ptravMi  viz;  Marie  Germain, 
loUpilCMNP^  Anm  9aitb,  Fntnota CioQit,  Cor- 


nelius O^Flynn,  assignees  of  the  heirs  of  Henry 
Campan,  Victor  Murass,  the  assignees;  of  Jean  B. 
Cicot,  and  John  M.  Wilson,  John  Hulbert,  and 
James  L.  Sche^olcraft,  alT  praym^  Congress  to 
grant  them  other  land«  in  lieu  of  those  claimed  by 
ihem,  which  had  been  9o\d  or  disposed  of  by  the 
United  States:  referred,  to  accompany  Senate  bill 
No.  71,  bring  a  general  bill  to  provide  for  such 
cases. 

Mr.  BAYARD  presented  resolutions  to  rescind 
the  expunging  resolution;  which  were  laid  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  DAVIS  asked,  and  by  unanimous  consent, 
obtained  leave  to  introduce  a  joint  resolution  to 
fix  tbc  value  of  the  poand  sterling  of  the  British 
provinces  at  our  custom -bouses;  which  was  re^d 
twice,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce. 

The  resolution  offered  some  time  since  by  Mr. 
Rivxs,  in  relation  to  the  interference  of  Federal 
offices  in  elections  was  taken  up;  and  on  motion  of 
Mr.  WILLIAMS  of  Mississippi,  laid  on  Ihetablo. 

The  bill  to  set  *parl  a  belt  of  land  on  the  west- 
em  borders  of  the  States  of  Missouri  and  Arkansas, 
as  bounty  lands,  to  be  granted  to  setilers  engaged 
for  a  term  of  years  in  the  defence  of  the  frontier, 
was  taken  up;  and  after  some  remarks  from  Mr. 
FULTON  on  its  great  Importance  to  the  people  of 
Arkansas  in  the  prerent  situation  of  our  aHairs, 
but  that  from  the  lateness  of  the  period,  it  was  im- 
possible for  it  to  be'actedon  at  the  present  session, 
he  mived  that  it  be  laid  on  the  table;  which  was 
agreed  to. 

The  bill  to  authorize  the  inhiibitants  of  township 
eight  north,  range  thirty-two  west,  in  the  State  of 
Arkansas,  to  enter  a  section  of  land,  in  lieu  of  the 
sixteenth  section  in  said  township,  upon  condition 
that  the  same  is  surrendered  to  the  United  States 
for  military  purposes; 

The  bill  to  authorize  the  location  of  the  pre- 
empti'  n  certificates  given  by  the  Register  of  the 
Land  Office  at  Batesvilie,  in  Arkansas,  under  the 
act  of  the  36th  of  May,  1824,  on  any  of  the  pub- 
lic lands  for  sale  in  the  State  of  Arkansas; 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Daniel  B.  Bush; 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  S.  Billiiigs; 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  administrator  on 
the  estate  of  Joseph  Edson; 

The  bill  to  provide  »for  additional  ''clerks  in  the 
^ost  Office  Department  and  the  Auditor's  Oflice 
connected  therewith,  and  for  other  purposes; 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Richey; 

The  bill  for  the  relief  John  L.  Scott; 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Charles  A.  Dodd; 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Richard  Robertson; 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Burke; 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Hannah  Leighton; 

The  bill  granting  to  certain  persons  therein 
named,  the  right  of  pre-emption  to  a  section  of  land 
in  Ottowa  connty,  in  the  State  ef  Michigan;  and 

The  joint  resolution  te  authorize  the  purchase  of 
*an  island  in  the  river  Delaware,  called  the  Pea 
Patch; 

Were  severally  considerf  d  as  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  and  ordered  te  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  H.  Clark,  was 
considered,  and  on  the  question  of  its  engrossment, 
it  was  decided  in  the  negative. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  David  Waller; 

The  bill  confirming  certain  land  claims  in  the 
State  of  Michigan; 

The  bill  to  authorize)  certain  soldiers  of  the  last 
war  to  surrender  certain  bounty  lands,  and  to  lo- 
cate others  in  lieu  thereof; 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  J.  and  W.  Beeson; 

The  bill  to  authorize  the  payment  of  equitable 
commissions  k>  the  agents  or  attorneys  of  persons 
in  whose  favor  awards  hare  beeiw  made,  nnder 
three  several  treaties  between  the  United  States  and 
certain  foreign  powers,  whic^  awards  have  been 
retained  in  the  Treasury  in  payment  of  debts  due 
to  the  United  States; 

Were  sereially  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  to  explain  and  limit  the  powers  of  the 
Circuit  Court  of  the  District  of  Columbia  coming 
up  on  its  passage, 
f     Mr.  PKJBNTiaS  moved  that  it  be  recommitted 


to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  with  instruc- 
tions, which  were  read. 

Mr.  PRESTON  moved  that  the  bill  be  indefi- 
nitely postponed,  which  was  decided  in  the  nega- 
tive— yeas  15,  nays  26,  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Bayard,  Clay  of  Kentucky, 
Clayton,  Crittenden,  Davis,  Foster,  Knight,  Mer- 
rick, Prentiss,  Preston,  Rives,  Ruggles,  Smith  of 
Indiana,  Swift,  and  Tallmadge — 15. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Alen,  Benton,  Brown,  Bucha- 
nan, Clay  of  Alabama,  Cuthbert,  FuUow,  Hub- 
bard, King,  Linn,  Lyon,  Mouton,  Nicholas,  Niles, 
Norvell,  Pierce,  Roane,  Robinson,  Sevier,  Saiith 
of  Connecticut,  Strange,  Wall,  Williams  of  Mame, 
Williams  of  Mississippi,  Wright,  and  Young — ^26. 

Mr.  PRESTON  then  addressed  the  Senate  in 
opposition  to  the  bill,  and  in  favor  of  its  recom- 
mitment; and  the  question  being  thereon,  it  was 
decided  in  the  negative — ^yeas  15,  nays  27,  as  fol- 
lows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Bayard,  Clay  of  Kentucky, 
Clayton,  Crittenden,  Davu,  Foster,'  Knight,  Mer- 
rick, Prentiss,  Preston,  Rives,  Ruggles,  Smith  of 
Indiana,  Swift,  and  Tallmadge — 15. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Brown,  Bucha- 
nan, Clay  of  Alabama,  Cuthbert,  Fulton,  Hubbard, 
King,  Linn,  Lyon,  Morris,  Mouton,  Nichola.% 
Nile  s,  Norvell,  Pierce,  Roane,  Robinson,  Sevier, 
Smith  of  Connecticut,  Strange,  Wall,  Williams  of 
Maine,  Williams  of  Mississippi,  Wright,  and 
Young— 27. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  passage  of 
the  bill,  and  decided  in  the  afiirmative->yeas  27, 
nays  15,  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Brown,  Bucha- 
nan,Clay  of  Alabama,  Cuthbert,  Fulton,  Hub- 
bard, King,  Lian,  Lyon,  Morris,  Mouton,  Nicho- 
las, Niles,  Norvell,  Pierce,  Roane,  Robinson,  Se- 
vies,  Srhith  of  Connecticut,  Strange,  Wall,  WiU 
liams  of  Maine,  Williams  of  Mississippi,  Wright, 
and  Young — 27. 

NAYS — ^Messrs.  Bayard,  Clay  of  Kentucky, 
Clayton,  Crittenden,  Davis,  Poster,  Knight,  Mer- 
rick, Prentiss,  Preston,  Rives,  Ruggle.<,  Smith  of 
Indiana,  Swift,  and  Tallmadge — 15. 

The  bill  to  revive  the  act  entitled  "An  act  to  ena- 
ble the  claimants  to  land  within  the  limits  of  Mis- 
souri and  the  Territory  of  Arkansas  to  institute 
proceedings  te  try  the  validity  of  their  claims,*^  ap- 
proved the  26ih  of  May,  1824,  and  the  act  amenil- 
ing  the  same,  was  taken  up  for  consideration;  and 
afier  some  remarks  from  Messrs.  LINN,  BU- 
CHANAN, MOUTON,  BAYARD,  SEVIER  and 
CRITTENDEN,  it  was  informally  passed  over. 

The  bill  making  appropriations  for  the  naval  ser- 
vice for  the  year  1839  was  taken  up;  and  after  be- 
ing amended  k)  as  to  make  provision  for  the  con- 
struction of  three  steam  vessels,  was  ordered  to  be 
engsossed. 

Mr.  WALKER,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Public  Lands,  to  which  was  referred  the  memorial 
of  America  Vespucci,  made  the  following  report 
'thereon: 
The  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands,  to  which  was 

referred  so  much  of  the  petition  of  America  Ves- 
pucci as  relates  to  a  grant  of  land,  beg  leave  to 

report: 

That,  conceiving  it  to  be  their  duty  to  verify  the 
facts  upon  which  the  application  was  founded,  they 
have  examined  a  voluminous  mass  of  documentary 
evidence,  and  find  the  statements  of  the  memorial 
to  be  fully  sustained.  They  have  seen  the  authen- 
tic certificates  of  baptism,  through  many  genera- 
tions, of  the  Vespucci  family  in  Florence,  which 
attest  the  lineage  and  descent  of  the  memorialist: 
They  have  read  the  highly  favorable  and  compli- 
mentary letter  of  the  Clueen  of  the  French,  through 
her  secretary,  to  the  petitioner.  They  have  read 
the  letter  to  her  of  the  King  of  the  French,  through 
the  Minister  of  the  Interior,  .subscribing  for  a  work 
for  the  King,  of  which  she  was  the  author;  and 
have  also  read  the  permission  of  the  French  Minis- 
ter of  the  Marine  for  her  to  sail  in  a  French  nation- 
al vessel.  The  committee  have  also  had  before 
them  her  credentials  from  the  Minister  ef  Tuscany, 
in  France,  and  mahy  other  papers  of  high  charao^ 
ter  and  authenticity  in  her  favor.  They  have  also 
witnessed  her  own  personal  deportment  here,  and 
the  luuMier  ia  whid>  Mm  h^  ^e9  rtotivvd  by  the 
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French  legation,  which,  added  to  other  testimonials, 
leave  nof  a  doubt  of  the  identity  of  the  memorial- 
ist, and  the  trnlh  of  her  representations. 

After  the  lapse,  then,  of  more  than  *^  ree  cenia- 
ries,  a  descendant  of  the  celebrated  A.i/  ericas  Ves- 
pncias  is  amongst  us.  This  heroic  navigator,  be- 
fore, and  also  after  the  close  of  the  fifteenth  centu- 
ry,, landed  nppn  the  shores  of  the  new  world,  among 
the  most  early  and  scientific  of  those  who  suc- 
ceeded the  great  and  pre-eminent  Ck)] ambus  in  the 
discovery  of  this  continent.  A  descriptive  narra- 
tive of  his  several  voyai^es  was  written  and  pub- 
lished by  Americas,  and  Europe  baptised  with  his 
name  this  mighty  continent.  This  name  can  never 
now  be  abandoned.  It  is  the  name  of  our  beloved 
country.  It  is  associated  with  all  the  glories  of  the 
past,  and  the  still  brighter  hopes  of  the  future.  It 
is  written  upon  our  national  Constitution,  and  en- 
graven upon  the  heart  of  every  true  American. 
Under  this  name  we  have  succeeded  in  two  strug- 
gles with  the  moM  formidable  power  in  Europe, 
and  have  so  wonderfully  augmented  in  popnlatioa 
that,  should  the  same  ratio  of  increase  continue  for 
the  future,  the  clo^e  of  this  century  will  find  within 
our  limits  more  than  one  hundred  millions  of  peo- 
ple, and  more  than  five  millions  within  the  single 
city  pf  New  York.  In  reflecting,  then,  with  glory 
upon  the  name  of  America,  can  we  forget  the 
great  navigator  from  whom  we  derived  this  proud- 
e5t  of  earthly  titles?  A  descendant  of  Americus  is 
now  here;  a  young,  interesting,  dignified,  and  ac- 
complished lady,  with  a  mind  of  the  highest  intel- 
lectual culture,  and  a  heart  beating  with  all  our 
own  enthusiasm  in'  the  cause  of  American  and  of 
hnman  liberty.  She  feels  that  the  name  she  bears 
i.s  a  prouder  title  than  any  that  earthly  monarchs 
can  bestow,  and  she  comes  here  asking  of  as  a 
small  corner  of  American  soil  where  she  may  pass 
the  remainder  of  her  days  in  this  the  land  of  her 
adoption.  She  comes  here  as  an  exile,  separated 
forever  from  her  family  and  friends,  a  stranger, 
without  a  country  and  without  a  home,  expelled 
from  her  native  Italy  for  the  avowal  and  mainten- 
ance of  opinions  favorable  to  free  institutions,  and 
an  ardent  desire  for  the  establishment  of  her  coun- 
try's freedom.  That  she  is  indeed  worthy  of  the 
name  of  America;  that  her  heart  is  indeed  imbued 
with  American  principles  and  a  fervent  love  of  hu- 
man liberty,  is  proved,  in  her  case,  by  toils,  and 
perils,  and  sacrifices,  worthy  of  the  praudest  days 
of  antiquity,  when  the  Roman  and  the  Spartan  ma- 
tron were  ever  ready  to'surrender  life  itself  in  their 
country's  service. 

The  petitioner  desires  the  donation  to  her  of  a 
small  tract  of  land  by  Congress.  With  every  feel- 
ing of  respect  and  kindne-ss  for  the  memorialiM,  a 
majority  of  the  committee  deem  it  impossible  for 
this  Government  to  make  the  grant.  They  think 
snch  a  grant  without  a  precedent,  and  that  it 
would  violate  the  spirit  of  those  compacts  by  which 
the  public  domain  was  ceded  to  this  Government. 
It  is  the  unanimous  and  anxious  desire  of  the  com- 
mittee that  the  petitioner  should  receive  all  the  be- 
nefits and  recognition  that  this  Government  can  be- 
stow. What  this  Government  cannot  do  is  within 
the  power  of  the  Apierican  people.  They  feel  at 
least  an  equal  pride  and  glory  with  us  in  the  name 
of  America.  Throughout  our  wide  extended  coun- 
'try,  among  all  classes,  this  feeling  is  universal;  and 
in  the  humblest  cottage  the  poorest  American  feels 
that  this  name,  the  name  of  his  beloved /country,  is 
a  prouder  title  Ihaa  any  that  adorns  the  monarch's 
brow,  and  that  if  he ,  has  no  other  property,  this 
name,  with  all  its  great  and  glorieus  associations 
with  the  past  and  hopes  for  the  future,  is  an  all 
sufficient  heritage  to  transmit  to  his  chiklren.  This 
generous,  patriotic,  and  enlightened  people  will 
take  into  their  own  hands  the  case  of  America 
Vespucci.  They  will  procure  for  her  that  home 
which  she  desires  among  us.  They  will  do  all  that 
Congress  is  forbidden  to  do,  anit  infinitely  more 
than  she  asks  or  desires,  and  demonstrate  to  the 
World  that  the  name  of  America,  our  country's 
name,  is  dear  to  us  all,  and  shall  bC'  honbred,  re- 
spected, and  cherished  in  the  person  of  the  interest- 
ing exile  from  whose  ancestor  we  derive  the  great 
and  glorious  title. 

The  report  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  RITES,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval  Af- 


fairs, to  which  thti  subject  of  the  construction  of 
steam  vessels  had  been  referred,  made  a  report 
thereon,  which  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  PRESIDENT    submitted    the    following 
message  from  the  Presidmt  of  the  United  States: 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United^Slalcs: 

I  lay  before  Congress  several  despatches  from 
his  Excellency  the  Governrr  of  Maine,  with  en- 
closures, communicating  certain  proceedings  of  the 
Legislature  of  that  State,  and  a  copy  of  the  reply 
of  the  Secretary  of  State,  made  by  my  direction, 
together  with  a  note  from  H.  S.  Fox,  esq.  Envoy 
Extraordinary  and  Minister  Plenipotentiary  of 
Great  Britain,  with  the  answer  of  the  Secretary  of 
Slate  to  the  same. 

It  will  appear  from  those  documents  that  a  nu- 
merous band  of  lawless  and  desperate  men^  chiefly 
from  the  adjoining  British  Provinces,  but  without 
the  authority  or  sanction  of  the  Provincial  Govern- 
ment, had  trespassed  upon  that  portion  of  the  terri- 
tory in  dispute  between  the  United  States  and  Great 
Britain  which  is  watered  by  the  river  Aroostook, 
and  claimed  to  belong  to  the  State  of  Maine;  and 
that  they  had  committed  extensive  depredations 
there  by  cutting  and  destroying  a  very  large  quan- 
tity of  timber.  It  will  further  appear  that  the  Go- 
vernor of  Maine,  having  been  officially  apprised  of 
the  circumstance,  had  communicated  it  to  the  Le- 
gislature, with  a  recommendation  of  such  provi- 
sions, in  addition  to  those  already  existing  by  law, 
as  would  enable  him  to  arrest  the  coarse  of  said 
depredations,  disperse  the  trespassers,  and  secure 
the  timber  which  they  were  about  carrying 
away;  that  in  compliance  with  a  resolve  of  the 
Legislature,  parsed  in  pursuance  of  his  re- 
commendation, his  Excellency  had  despatched 
the  land  agent  of  the  State,  with  a '  force 
deemed  adequate  to  that  purpose,  to  the  scene  of 
the  alleged  depredations,  who,  after  accomplishing 
a  part  of  his  duty,  was  seized  by  a  band  of  the 
trespassers,  at  a  bouse  claimed  to  be  within  the  ju- 
risdiction of  Maine,  whither  he  had  repaired  for 
the  purpose  of  meeting  and  con.'  ulting  with  the 
land  agent  of  ihe  Province  of  New  Brunswick,  and 
conveyed  as  a  prisoner  to  Frederickton,  in  that 
Province,  together  with  two  other  citizens  of  the 
State,  who  were  assisting  him  in  the  dischaiige  of 
his  duty. 

It  will  also  appear  that  the  Governor  and  Legis- 
lature of  Maine,  satisfied  that  the  trespassers  had 
acted  in  defiance  of  the  laws  of  both  countries, 
learning  that  they  were  in  possession  of  arms,  and 
anticipating  (correctly,  as  the  result  has  proved) 
that  persons  of  their  reckless  and  desperate  charac- 
ter would  set  at  nought  the  authority  of  the  magis- 
trates, without  the  aid  of  a  strong  foroe,  had  autho- 
rized the  sheriff,  and  the  officer  appointed  in  th^ 
place  of  the  land  agent,  to  employ,  at  the  expense 
of  the  Slate,  an  armed  posse,  who  had  proceeded  to 
the  scene  of  these  depredations,  with  a  view  to  the 
entire  dispersion  or  arrest  of  the  trespassers  and  the 
protection  of  the  public  property. 

In  the  correspondence  between  the  Governor  of 
Maine  and  Sir  John  Harvey,  Lieutenant  Gover- 
nor of  the  Province  of  New  Brunswick,  which  has 
grown  out  of  these  occurrences,  and  is  likewise 
herewith  communicated,  the  former  is  requested  to 
recall  the  armed  parly  advanced-into  the  disputed 
territory  for  the  arrest  of  trespassers,  and  is  in- 
formed that  a  strong  body  of  British  troops  is  to  be 
held  in  readiness  to  support  and  protect  the  autho- 
rity and  subjects  of  Great  Britain  in  said  territory. 
In  answer  to  that  request  the  Provincial  Governor 
is  informed  of  the  determination  of  the  State  of 
Maine  to  support  the  land  agent  and  his  party,  in 
the  performance  of  their  duty,  and^the  same  deter- 
mination, for  the  execution  of  which  provision  is 
made  by  a  resolution  of  the  State  Legislature,  is 
communicated  by  the  Governor  to  the  General 
Government.  * 

The  Lieutenant  Governor  of  New  Brunswick,  in 
calling  upon  the  Governor  of  Maine  for  the  recall 
of  the  land  agent  and  his  party  from  the  disputed 
territory,  and  the  Britiih  Minister  in  making  a  simi- 
lar demand  upon  the  Government  of  the  United 
States,  proceed  upon  the  assumption  that  an  agree- 
ment exists  between  the  two  nations  conceding  to 
Great  Britain,  until  the  final  settlement  of  the 
boundary  question,  exclusive  possession  of,  and  ju- 


risdiction over,  the  territory  in  dispute.   The  im- 
portant bearing  which  siich  an  agreement,  if  ii «. 
isted,  wonlil  have  upon  the  condition  and  ioteresii 
of  the  parties,  and  the  influence  it  mighthave  apot 
the  adjustment  of  the  dispute,  are  too  obvious  to  al. 
low  the  error  upon  which  this  assumption  aeemsto 
rest  to  pass  for  a  moment  without  correction.  The 
answer     of    the    Secretary    of   State    to   Mr. 
Fox^s     note,    will     show    the    ground    takeii 
by     the    Government    of     the    United   States 
upon    this    point.      It     is     believed    that  all 
the  correspondence  which  has  parsed  between  the 
two  Governments  upon  this  subject  has  already 
been  communicated  to  Congress^  and  is  now  on 
their  files.    An  abstract  of  it,  however,  hastily  pre- 
pared, accompanies  this  communication.    It  is  pos- 
sible that  in  thus  abridging  a  voluminous  oorre* 
spondence,  commencing  in  1835  and  coatiDalag 
to  a  very  recent  period,  a  portion  may  have  beea 
accidentally  overlooked;  but  it  is  believed  that  no- 
thing has  taken  place  which    wimld  materially 
change  the  aspect  of  the  question  as  therein  pre- 
sented.   Instead  of  sustaining  the  assumption  of  the 
British  functionaries  that  correspondence  disproves 
the  existence  of  any  such  agreement     It  shovs 
that  the  two  Governments  have  differed  not  only 
in  regard  to  the  main  question  of  title  to  the  terri- 
toiy  in  dispute,  but  with  reference  also  to  the  right 
of  jurisdiction,  and  the  fact  of  the  actual  exercise 
of  it   in    different    portions     thereof.     Always 
aiming    ai    an    amicable    adjustment   of    the 
dispute,    both     parties    have    etitertained    and 
repeatedly  urged  upon  each  other  a  desire,  that    ■ 
each  should  exercise  its  rights,  whatever  it  con- 
sidered them  to  be,  in  such  a  manner  as  to  aroid 
collision,  and  allay,  to  the  greatest  practicable  ex- 
tent, the  excitement  likely  to  grow  out  of  the  con- 
troversy.   It  was  in  pursuance  of  such  an  ande^ 
standing  that  Maine  and  Massachusetts,  upon  the 
remonstrance  of  Great  Britain,  desisted  from  mak- 
ing sales  of  lands,  and  the  Gkneral  Govemoent 
from  Ihe  construction  of  a  projected  military  road 
in  a  portion  of  the  territory  of  which  they  claimed 
to  have  enjoyed  the  exclusive  possession;  and  that   i 
Great  Britain,  on  her  part,  in  deference  to  a  siai-   ! 
lar  remonstrance  from  the  United  States,  suspended   i 
the  issue  of  licenses  to  cat  timber  in  the  terriiaiy  { 
in  controversy,  and  also  the  survey  and  location  i 
a  railroad  through  a  section  of  country  over  wfaiel 
she  also  claimed  to  have  exercised  exclusive  jack-  : 
diction. 

The  State  of  Maine  had  a  right  to  arrest  the  de* 
predations  complained  ofj  it  l^longed  to  her  IB 
judge  of  the  exigency  of  the  occasion  calling  for  her 
interference;  and  it  is  presamed  that  had  the  Ue^  ■ 
tenant  Governor  of  New  Brunswick  beenoorreeqt 
advised  of  the  nature  of  the  proceedings  of  A 
State  of  Maine,  he  would  not  have  regarded  te^ 
transaction  as  requiring,  on  his  part,  any  lesoittr 
force.    Each  party  claiming:  a  right  to  the  tenil»^' 
ry,  and  hence  to  the  exclusive  jurisdiction  overly 
it  is  manifest  that,  to  prevent  the  destruction  of  lb 
timber  by  trespassers,  acting  against  the  andioriy' 
of  both,  and  at  the  same  time  avoid  forciblecoUiate^ 
between  the  contiguous  Governments  during  tth 


pendency  of  negotiations  concerning  the  title,  r 
must  be  had  to  the  mutual  exercise  of  jurisdidipi'<. 
in  such  extreme  cases,  or  to  an  amicable  and  tea-- 
porary  arrangement  as  to  the  limits  within  whielltf| 
should  be  exercised  by  each  party.  The  uiate|| 
standing  suppcvsed  to  exist  between  the  United  & 
and  Great  Britain  has  been  found 
sufficient  for  that  purpose,  and  I  believe  will  | 
so  hereafter,  if  the  parties  on  the  frontier,  <" 
interested  in  the  question,  are  respectively  \ 
ed  by  a  just  spirit  of  cenciliation  and  forbe 
If  it  shall  be  found,  as  there  is  now  reason  toi 
prehend,  that  there  is,  in  the  modes  of  constrai 
that  understanding  by  the  two  GovemmeuM^'j 
difference  not  to  t^  reconciled,  I  shall  not  heai 
to  propose  to  her  Britannic  Majesty^  Goverofl 
a  distinct  arrangement  for  the  temporaiy  and  I 
tual  exercise  of  jurif diction,  by  means  of  wl 
similar  difficulties  may  in  fatare  be.pivvented. 
But  between  an  effort  on  the  part  of  f  ' 
preserve  the  property  in  dispnte  from  de 
by  intruders,  and  a  military  oocnpation  by  ^ 
State  of  the  territory,  with  a  view  to  hoU  it  W] 
foroe,  wbUe  the  settleoMiit  is  a  Mibjeot  of  ueg(^^ 
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lioB  between  the  two  Govemmtnls,  there  is  an  cssen- 
liil  difference^  well  iq  respect  to  the  position  of  the 
Slate,  9s  to  the  duties  of  the  (General  Qoircmment. 
lo  a  Hter  addressed  by  the  Secretary  of  State  to 
tbe  Governor  of  Maine,  on  the  first  of  MarchOast« 
lirifig  a  detailed  statement  of  the  steps  which  had 
bees  taken  by  the  Federal  Qovernment  to  bring 
the  controversy  to  a  termination,  and  designed  to 
apprise  the  Governor  of  that  State  of  the  views  of 
tbe  Federal  Ezeenttve,  in  respect  to  the  fntnre,  it 
vas  stated,  that  while  the  obligations  of  the  Fede- 
lal  Government  to  do  all  in  its  power  to  effect  the 
KUlrment  of  the  boundary  qnestion  were  fully  re- 
cognised, it  had,  in  the  event  of  being  unable  to  do 
so  specifically,  by  mutual  consent,  no  other  means 
toaeeomplish  that  object  amicably,  than  by  anoth- 
er arbitration,  or  by  a  commission  with  an  umpire 
in  the  natnre'of  an  arbitration;  and  that  in  the 
event  of  all  other  measures  failing,  the  President 
voo!d  feel  it  his  duty  to  submit  another  proposi- 
tiOB  to  the  Government  of  Great  Britain,  to  refer  . 
te  decision  of  the  question  to  a  third  power. 
These  are  still  my  views  upon  the  subject,  and 
ntil  this  step  shall  have  been  taken,  I  cannot  think 
it  proper  to  invoke  the  attention  of  Congress  to 
other  than  amicable  means  for  the  settlement  of  the 
oDBtroversy,  or  to  cause  the  military  power  of  the 
Meral  Government  to  be  brought  in  aid  of  the 
Slate  of  Maine,  in  any  attempt  to  effect  that  object 
by  a  resort  to  force. 

Oa  tbe  other  hand,  if  the  authorities  of  New 
Brasswick  should  attempt  to  enforce  the  claim  of 
eidosive  jurisdiction  set  up  by  them,  by  means 
of  a  military  occupation  on  their  part  of  the  dis- 
puted territory^  I  shall  feel  myself  bound  to  con- 
sider the  contingency  provided  by  the  Constitution 
as  having  occurred,  on  the  happening  of  which  a 
Stale  has  the  right  to  call  for  the  aid  of  the  Fe- 
deral Government  to  repel  invasion. 

I  have  expressed  to  tbe  British  Minister  near 
this  Government  a  confident  expectation  that  the 
agents  of  the  State  of  Maine,  who  have  been  ar- 
reted under  an  obvious  misapprehension  of  the 
object  of  their  mission,  will  be  promptly  released; 
and  to  the  Governor  of  Maine  that  a  similar 
course  will  be  pursued  in  regard  to  the  agents  of 
the  Province  of  New  Brunswick.  I  have  also  re- 
fommended  that  any  militia  that  may  have  been 
brought  together  by  the  State  of  Maine,  from  an 
apprebension  of  a  collision  with  the  Government 
or  people  of  the  British  Province,  will  be  volanta- 
zily  and  peaceably  disbanded. 

I  cannot  allow  myself  to  doubt  that  the  results 
SBticipaied  from  these  representations  will  be  sea- 
■oBably  realized.  The  parties  more  immediately 
interested  cannot  but  perceive  that  an  appeal  to 
annv,  under  existing  circnmstances,  will  not  only 
prove  fatal  to  their  present  interests,  but  would 
postpone,  if  not  defeat,  the  attainment  of  the  main 
c^jeetB  whkdi  they  have  in  view.  The  very  inci- 
dents vhich  have  recently  occurred  will  necessa- 
rily awaken  the  Governments  to  the  importance  of 
promptly  adjusting  a  dispute,  by  which  it  is  now 
■Made  manifest  that  the  peace  of  the  two  nations  is 
ieity  mnd  imminently  endangered.  This  expec- 
|tfk»a  is  farther  warranted  by  the  general  for- 
kearanee  which  has  hitherto  characterized  the 
HndQct  of  the  Government  and  people  on 
both  sides  of  the  line.  In  the  uniform  pa- 
kioClsin  of  Maine,  her  attachment  to  the  Union, 
ler  respect  for  the  wishes  of  the  people  of  her  sister 
kates,  of  whose  interest  in  her  welfare  she  canaot 
fet  vnecMiseions,  and,  in  the  solicitude  felt  by  the 
mmmuy  at  large  for  the  preservation  of  peace  with 
■rneiglibors,  we  have  a  strong  guarantee  that  she 
ifll  HOC  disregard  the  request  that  has  been  made  of 

'  Jls,  however,  the  session  of  Congress  is  about  to 
mrinate^  and  the  agency  of  the  Executive  may  be- 
Mbe  necessary  daring  the  recess,  it  is  important 
hit  ilae  attention  of  the  Legislature  shonid  be 
Ixiwn  to  the  consideration  of  such  measures  as 
■^  be  .calculated  lo  obviate  the  necessity  of  a  call 
V  wuk  cJttra  session.  With  that  view,  I  have 
MMigbt  it  my  dnty  to  lay  the  whole  matter  before 
f^  'jHi4i  to  invite  such  action  thereon  as  you  may 
MMl  tt»e  occasion  requires. 
^^  M.  VAN  BUREN, 

ytr^stxtwnoVf  36lh  February,  1839. 


A  very  interesting:  discussion  followed,  in  which 
Messrs.  BUCHANAN,  WEBSTER.  DAVIS, 
CLAY  of  Kentucky,  WALKER,  NORVELL, 
and  WILLIAMS  of  Maine  participated;  when 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BUCHANAN,  the  documents 
were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Rela- 
tions, and  ordered  to  be  printed. 
\\       On  motion  by  Mr.  TALLMADGE,  five  thou- 
sand additional  copies  were  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  CLAY  of  Alabama  gave  notice  that  to- 
morrow he  would  call  up  the  bill  for  the  organiza- 
tion of  a  volunteer  corps  for  the  defence  of  the  in- 
land and  maritime  frontier. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  submitted  a  resolution  that  the 
Senate  would  to-morrow  go  into  the  election  of  a 
printer,  and  asked  that  it  be  considered  now. 

Mr.  DAVIS  objecting,  the  resolution  lies  over. 

The  Senate  adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuesday,  Feb.  26,  1839. 

The  unfinished  business  of  tbe  morning  hour 
was  the  report  of  the  Select  Committee  on  the  Pub- 
lic Lands,  the  question  being  on  the  amendment  of 
Mr.  Robertson. 

Mr.  YELL  said  that  there  were  bnt  a  few  days 
of  the  session  lefl  for  the  transaction  of  business  in- 
dispensable to  the  support  of  the  Government;  that 
it  was  now  apparent  that  no  action  could  be  had 
during  this  session,  and  he  would  not  trespass  ano- 
ther morning  upon  the  business  of  the  nation,  etc. 
He  stated  the  positions  which  induced  him  to  op- 
pose the  resolution,  in  addition  to  those  advanced 
I  on  a  former  day:  First,  that  the  public  lands,  under 
the  deeds  of  cession,  were  set  apart  for  the  payment 
of  the  national  debt,  which  amounted,  at  the  close 
of  the  war,  to  about  |80,000,000.  That  debt  has 
been  paid;  and,  if  yoa  please,  by  the  proceeds  of  the 
public  lands,  or  rather,  the  whole  amount  of  the  sales 
amounts  to  about  |i]06,000,000,oat  of  which  amount 
about  (30,000,000  has  been  expended  in  surveying 
and  paying  all  necessary  expenses  and  salaries.  But  it 
must  be^  recollected  that  this  funded  debt  was  paid 
as  well  out  of  the  common  treasure  as  the  proceeds 
of  the  public  lands.  Secondly,  that,  from  the  esti- 
mate of  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land 
Office,  there  has  been  about  |GO,000,000  paid  for  the 
purchase  under  the  treaties  with  Florida  and  Spain 
and  the  extinguishment  of  Indian  titles.  That 
must  be  paid  before  the  proceeds  can  be  diverted 
from  their  original  purpose.  The  money  was  taken 
out  of  the  public  Treasury  to  acqaire  these  titles, 
and  it  thereby  became  a  part  of  the  revenue,  and 
could  no  more  be  applied  in  dutrUnUion  than  money 
raised  from  customs  upon  imports. 

Mr.  Y.  took  a  brief  survey  of  the  groundi  as- 
signed, and  finally  closed  with  his  objections  to  the 
passage  of  the  resolution,  because  the  state  of  the 
Treasury  would  not  ju3Ufy  it,  and  because  the  effect 
would  be  to  raise  the  tariflf,  or  a  resort  to  direct 
taxation  to  make  up  the  deficiency,  which  he  esti- 
mated to  be  $10,000,000,  or  more,  and  which, 
moreover,  would  fall  heavily  upon  the  Western 
States,  as  they  were  the  consumers,  and  paid  the 
duties  in  the  end. 

[Mr.  Vs  speech  in  full  will  be  published  as  soon 
as  it  is  prepared  for  the  press.] 

Mr.  WILLIAMS  of  Kentucky,  on  the  ground 
of  want  of  time  to  act  deliberately  upon  the  sub- 
jf>ct,  moved  to  lay  the  report  and  resolutions  on 
the  table. 

Mr.  H  AYNES  asked  the  gentleman  to  withdraw 
the  motion,  to  allow  him  to  make  a  brief  explana- 
tion. His  position  was  a  peculiar  one,  for  his  con- 
stituency had  been  assailed  by  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia,  [Mr.  Robertson,]  ind  he  wished  to  place 
himself  right  before  the  country. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS  declined. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS  of  North  Carolina  called  fdr 
tbe  yeas  and  nays,  but  they  were  refused,  and  the 
whole  subject  was  laid  on  the  table,  without  a  di- 
vision. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CAMBRELENG,  the  House 
then  went  into  Committee  on  tbe  Union,  Mr.  Banks 
of  Virginia  in  the  Chair,  and  resumed  the  conside- 
ration of  the 

GENERAL  APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

The  question  immediately  pending  was  the  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  OoLE  to  strike  oat  the  appropriations 


for  the  branch,  mints,  and  to  devote  a  sum  of  six 
handred  dollars  to  each,  for  a  man  to  take  charge 
of  them. 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY,  who  was  entlQed  to  the 
floor,  addressed  the  committee  against  the  amend- 
ment, and  specially  in  reply  to  Mr.  Oglb"^  re- 
marks la&t  night.  * 

Mr.  JOHNSON  of  Louisiana  also  advocated 
the  propriety  of  continuing  the  branch  mints. 

Mr.  ROBERTSON  sustained  the  amendment, 
and  said  he  should  have  moved  it,  or  one  simitar 
to  it,  had  it  not  been  moved  by  a  gentleman  from 
the  North.  He  expressed  his  surprise  that  any 
Southern  man,  opposed  to  the  protection  of  manu- 
factories, should  support  these  branch  manufacto- 
ries for  gold,  when  they  had  one  before  capable  of 
doing  all  tbe  business  of  the  country. 

Mr.  DAWSON  expressed  his  surprise  at  this 
having  been  made  by  the  advocates  of  the  amend- 
ment, a  party  measure,  and  no  lesp  so  at  an  effort 
to  cut  off,  in  its  infancy,  before  it  had  scarcely 
gone  into  operation,  works  like  these.  He  con- 
fined his  remarks  to  the  branch  at  Dahlonega,  the 
necessity  of  which,  he  warmly  insisted  upon. 

Mr.  GRAHAM  wa^  in  favor  of  the  continu- 
ance of  the  branches. 

Mr.  EVERETT  thought  this  an  improper  occa- 
sion to  abolish  the  branch  nunts;  that  it  should  be 
brought  forward  as  a  separate  measure.  On  such 
an  occasion  the  argument  of  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania  [Mr.  Oole]  would  be  entitled  to 
great  consideration.  He  thought,  at  least,  it  was 
an  ui)safe  course  to  introduce  subjects  of  legisla- 
tion into  appropriation  bills.  So  loo^  as  the  law 
establishing  these  mints  remained,  he  thought  that 
the  annual  appropriations  for  their  support  should 
be  made. .  He  said  this,  although  he  had  voted 
against  their  establishment.  Many  of  his  friends* 
however,  voted  for  them;  na  doubt  on  the  ground 
on  which  they  were  then,  as  now,  advocated,  as  a 
measure  of  protection  to  domestic  industry.  It 
was  then,  as  now,  urged  that  their  establishment 
would  increase  the  value  of  gold  in  the  section 
of  country  where  produced.  On  this  point  the 
North  had  no  constitutional  scruples;  and  he  was 
glad  to  find  that,  on  that  occasion,  none  were  ex- 
pressed by  the  Sooth.  He  had  voted  against  it 
principally  on  the  ground  that  the  establishment  of 
different  mints  tended  to  produce  a  variation  of 
value.  He  had  thought,  to  preserve  a  perfect  unity 
of  value,  there  should  be  but  one  mint. 

Mr.  STANLY  made  a  reply  to  Mr.  MotrrooME- 
av  in  opposition  to  the  mint  at  Charlotte,  and 
threw  out  an  intimation  that  the  proceedings  were 
not  very  honestly  conducted  there,  particularly  in 
reference  to  wastage  of  gold,  or  contingent  ex- 
penses. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  remarked  that,  strictly 
speaking,  this  amendment  was  nof  in  order,  because 
they  could  not  repeal  one  law  and  engraft  another 
upon  an  appropriation. 

Mr.  MERCER  advocated  the  adoption  of  the  • 
amendment. 

Mr.  BYNUM  said  he  should  not  have  said  a 
word  but  for  the  peculiar  relation  in  which  he  stood 
to  the  question  under  consideration.  He  regarded 
the  question  of  more  importance  than  it  might  at 
first  appear  to  possess.  The  proposition  was,  in 
his  mind,  an  insidious  one,  and  wore  the  "ear 
mark"  (to  use  the  language  of  a  friend  of  his)  of 
the  party,  and  system  of  the  party,  whence  it  came; 
and  he  would  show  that  it  sprung  from  the  very , 
source  from  which  such  a  motion  should.  The  pro- 
position to  strike  out  all  appropriations  for  the, 
branch  mints  in  the  South,  he  would  show,  sprung 
from  one  who  stood  in  need  of  a  ''straight  jacket" 
by  far  more  than  did  those  who  voted  to  establish 
the  mints,  and  the  gentleman  fh>m  Pennsylvania 
had  denounced  all  who  voted  for  that  bill  as  such. 
Now,  sir,  what  does  the  member  ask  by  the  pro- 
position? To  stop  all  appropriations  far  the 
Southern  mints,  and,  consequently,  by  this 
indirect  blow,  strike  them  down,  after  hav- 
ing, in  (he  short  space  of  six  months,  been 
established,  without  giving  them  the  least  trial 
to  test  their  utility;  and  this  he  would  hate  us  do 
without  furnishing  one  single  additional  fact  more 
than  was  known  at  their  establishment.  Not  a  sin- 
gle new  fact  ban  he  presented  to  joatify  this  Hons^ 


%^4 


Gtimmmmmj  owm^ 


^Stt 


in  !(trikiDgdown  ihose  insUtations  which,  hut  a  few 
years  ago,  were  established  by  a  vote  of  115  to  60, 
lacking  &ve  only  of  being  two  to  one.  Does  ihe 
^eaileman  ihiak  that  there  is  so  much  siaptdity  in 
this  Hoaae  lo  do  Much  a  thing,  in  absence  of  addi- 
tional evidence  of  the  impolicy  of  the  erection  of 
those  institutions?  Were  *  we  to  do  it,  we  shoul* 
truly  deserve  the  epithets  that  the  member,  in  his 
asisumed  wisdom,  has  applied  to  us.  Before  we  au 
.  tempt  such  a  thing,  why  did  not  the  gentleman 
make  proper  calls  on  the  Department  for ,  ail  the 
information  necessary  to  justify  the  voting  for 
such  a  proposition)  Sir, .  does  he  think,  by  such 
"/tmoiies,''  to  adopt  ^nch  a  proposition,  without 
these  necessary  and  usual  calls?  And  to  require 
the  House  to  do  such  an  act,  shows  much  more 
dearly  that  he  himself  stands  more  in  waut  of  a 
'^Blraigfu  jaekeV'  than  others. 

That  this  is  an  insidious  attack  is  evident,  in  my 
mind,  because  it  comes  directly  from  a  source  that 
is  the  natural  enemy  to  every  thing  that  is  connect- 
ed with  a  money  currency  for  the  use  of  the  labor- 
ing, productive  people  of  this  country,  who  live  by 
industry  and  labor — and  not  by  their  corporate  pri- 
vileges and  rights,  exclusively  to  issue  paper  in  the 
name  of  money  for  the  use  of  the  people,  and  often 
without  a  particle  of  intrinsic  value  attached  te  it. 
It  is  this  ttuff  that  it  is  wished,  by  these  privileged 
orders,  to  pass  instead  of  money,  and  upon  their 
credit  and  promises,  as  often  as  they  choose  to 
break  them.  It  is  for  such  ituff  that  they  wish  the 
people  to  work  and  labor,  and  with  which  they 
would  boy  the  produce  of  our  industry.  This  step 
is  one  of  their  old  tricks  again;  it  is  a  piece  of  that 
old  craft  fimly,  that  have  been  the  curse  ot  every 
s^?c>  ^o  gel  produce  and  labor  without  returning  for 
ii  a  valuable  consideration. 

Yes,  sir,  paper  money  is  the  natural  enemy 
of  labor,  industry,  and  every  species  of  produce 
and  .  agriculture.  Those  mints  were  established 
/or  the  especial  benefit  of  the  laborer  and  produc- 
tive industry,  and  to  aid  in  establishing  for  them, 
as^far  as  they  could  effect  it,  a  currency  fownded 
on  a  valuable  consideration,  and  not  subject  to 
eternal  flactuation  and  depreciation;  and  for  this 
cause  alone  have  they  become  an  "eye  sore,"  and* 
are  so  bitterly  denounced  by  ihe  friends  of  this 
non-productive,  non-laboring  party,  who  have  been 
so  long  wont  to  live  upon  iheir  incorporate  privi- 
leges and  eat  the  bread  of  idleness.  Yes,  sir,  for 
this  reason  will  those  institutions  ever  be  opposed 
by  the  drones  of  this  consumptive,  non-productive 
party.  The  member  wants  the  laborers  who  make 
this  gold,  to  go  to  Philadelphia  to  get  their  money 
coined;  to  pay  their  own  expenses  from  the  back- 
woods of  North  Carolina  and  Qeorgia,  and  the 
whole  West  and  South,  to  the  great  Mecca  of  the 
paper  currency, '  to  get  the  stamp  of  the  holy 
father  before  they  can  use  their  money,  or 
be  under  the  necessity  of  selling  to  specela- 
tors  at  from  fifteen  to  twenty  per  cent. ; 
men  s^nt  on  there  by  his  holiness,  or  some 
of  bis  stockjobing  junto,  at  the  capital  of  the 
holy  land.  Does  the  gentleman  think  that  the 
honest  laborer  will  not  see  through  all  this  craft, 
and  I  like  to  have  said  folly,  for  such  it  is  in  fact, 
as  much  wisdom  as  the  gentleman  may  think  there 
is  in  it?  By  keeping  up  these  mints  ?nd  carrying 
on  your  coinage  among  the  people,  this  geld  and 
silver,  much  of  it  indeed,  would  be  left  with  the 
people  who  make  and  Ube  it;  but  carry  it  to  Phila- 
delphia, and  your  Bank  will  do,  what  it  ever  has 
done,,  seize  on  every  dollar  of  it  that  it  can,  and 
substitute  for  it  its  own  paper  and  promises  to 
pay. 

Again,  I  have  no  idea  of  any  one  place  monop- 
olizing the  coinage  of  money,  or  any  other  thing. 
I  am  against  all  such  exclusive  privileges  in  a  free 
country;  and  there  are  considerations,  most  pow- 
erful in  my  mind,  of  this  character,  thatVill  induce 
me  to  vote  against  the  novel  and  unprecedented  mo- 
tion to  cut  down  those  institutions. 

Let  gentlemen  alone,  and  ihey  would  have  us 
to  go  to  this  Mecca  of  paper  promises,  for  our 
apparel,  our  rights-^and  some  would  have  gone 
there  for  our  political  opinions,  our  morals,  re- 
ligion, and.  manners  even.  Sir,  we  are  hardly  to 
be  considered  "  deumi,^  unless  we  have  visited  this 
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sacred  fountain.  No  man  possesses  learning,  or 
intelligence — is  a  scholar,  or  an  orator,  unless  be 
has  the  certificate  from  thii  capital  of  exclusive 
privileges.  All  is  vulgar,  but  what  is  sane  ioned  by 
their  criticism.  But  ii  does  not  stop  here— they 
have  as?.ufred,  assumed,  sir,  even  to  decide  who  are 
to  be  considered  gentlemen,  and  to  be  worthy  of 
notice.  Such  is  the  preposterous  arrogance  of  tbepe 
advocates  of  exclusive  privileges.  The  very  idea 
is  not  more  intuiting  than  disgusting,  as  you  pur- 
sue it. 

I  am  sorry  that  the  conduct  of  the  Oovertior  of 
North  Carolina  has  been  quoted  by  this  party,  to  jus- 
tify them  in  their  striking  down  thow  institutions.  It 
was  but  what  might  ha/c  been  expected,  however, 
from  the  contents  of  his  message  to  the  last  Le- 
gislature. 

Sir,  it  was  well  calculated  to  aid  and  excite  the 
enemifs  of  that  State  to  strike  at  her  most  favorite 
institution,  and  prostrate  her  dearest  interest,  as  a 
Democratic  Republican  productive  Slate.  I  pro- 
test, however,  against  his  views,  in  relation  to  this 
subject,  being  taken  here  as  evidence  of  those  of  a 
majority  of  that  patriotic  Slate.  Sir,  it  was  not 
the  only  question  that  that  Governor  did  not  speak 
out  on  before  the  last  election,  in  which  he  suc- 
ceeded in  that  Slate.  Yes,  sir,  it  is  believed  by 
many  that  he  purposely  concealed  his  opinions  on 
many  other  subjects,  until  he  had  succeeded  iu  his 
election.  Yes,  sir,  and  by  this  means  a  de- 
ception- was  practised  on  that  too  confiding 
people,  the  like  of  which  never  had  been  be- 
fore played  on  them  by  any  man  or  set  of  men; 
and,  sir,  the  people  of  that  hi£;h  and  patriotic 
State  will  feel  humiliated  when  they  learo,  by  such 
a  message,  iheir  Governor  had  become  a  favorite 
and  a  subject  of  eulogy  by  an  Antimasonic  Abbli- 
tionist  of  this  House,  and  that  his  principles  find 
favor  a^one  with  such,  and  those  who  would  give 
them  indirect  aid  here.  Long,  long  should  that 
abused  people  remember  the  evidences  this  day 
elicited  in  this  House  of  the  conduct  and  principles 
of  their  Governor !  But  he  has  got  from  them  his 
all;  he  never  will  dare  lo  appear  before  them  again. 
Upon  this  subject  I  am  responsible,  sir,  for  "what  I 
speak,  here  or  elsewhere.  I  regret,  deeply  regret, 
having  the  conduct  of  the  Governor  of  the  State 
that  I  represent  in  part,  thrown  in  my  teeth  here 
from  such  a  source.  Soon  may  we  expect  the 
conduct  of  some  of  the  Abolitionists  from  the  same 
State  thrown  at  us  here,  a«  evidence  against  us,  as 
to  the  triumphant  progress  of  their  bloody  and  as-* 
sassin-like  schemes  to  the  South.  I  feel  humbled 
at  such  a  state  of  things,  coming  from  whatever 
quatterit  may. 

The  member  from  Pennsylvania  has  dwelt  much 
on  the  **  gold  humbug,"  the  "  gold  humbug^'  used 
by  the  Democratic  party  for  mere  deception,  lo  gull 
and  dupe  and  delude  the  people.  Now,  sir,  in  this 
the  member  is  guilty  of  the  error  of  his  whole  par- 
ty. They  give  the  strongest  evidence  against  them- 
selves, [f  the  attempt  to  place  our  currency  upon 
a  specie  ba^is,  and  make  it  a  permanent  one,  for 
the  benefit  of  the  productive  and  laboring^  interests, 
to  thwart  the  views  of  speculators,  bantcers,  and 
stockjobbers— if  it  all  was  a  mere  "humbug,"  I 
say,  sir,  why  these  mighty,  these  herculean,  these 
dying  struggles,  made  in  every  secti'^n  of  your 
country,  both  in  and  out  of  this  House,  to  pnvent 
it?  Why  those  indefatigable  efforts,  here  and  else- 
where, to  thwart  it,  to  impede  it,  and  strangle  it  at 
every  step  that  is  taken  on  Uiat  subject?  Do  (hose 
deathlike  efforts  alone  not  give  the  most  palpable 
and  incontrovertible  contradiction  to  all  their  ideas 
of  Its  being  a  "  humbug?"  Could  any  thing  afford 
a  more  clear  demonstration  of  their  belief  of  its  be- 
ing no  "humbug,"  than  such  solicitude  and  inde- 
fatigable efforts  on  their  part  to  resist  it?  Is  this 
evidence  not  clear  of  the  grossest  attempt  on  their 
part  to  practice  a  deception  on  the  people,  and 
make  them  believe  what  their  every  act  furnishes 
the  most  clear  demonstration  that  they  do  not  them- 
selves? 

Mr.  THOMPSON  of  S.  C.  regarded  the  esta- 
blishment of  these  mints  as  an  extraordinary  piece 
of  legislation.  The  establishing  these  branch  mints 
in  the  places  where  located  was  novel  and  aripre- 
eedented.  There  was  no  practical  necessity  for 
them,  Midy  as  a  Southern  man  and  patriot,  ha  de« 


precated  the  praotiae  of  digging  gold  from  the  hov- 
els of  the  earth;  thai  it  had  desolated  and  niioed 
evetf  country  that  ever  undertook  to  carry  oq  Oiis 
species  of  mining.  Could  *he  prevent  it,  be  never 
would  have  another  dollar  dug.  Mr.  T.  co&daded 
at  the  suggestion  of 

Mr.  HOWARD,  who  stated  to  ine  committee 
that  a  message  from  the  President  of  the  Uoited 
Slates,  of  an  important  character,  was  now  in  wait- 
ing, asd  hoped  the  committee  would  rise,  (o  enable 
the  House  to  receive  the  same,  and  have  it  referitd 
to  the  Committee  of  Foreign  Affairs. 

The  committee,  at  this  snggebtion,  accordiagly 
rose,  and  reported  progress;  and 

The  SPEAKER  laid  before  the  House  a  mes- 
sage from  the  President  of  the  United  States  in  re- 
lation  to  the  difllcuities  on  the  Maine  frontier,  a/D* 
companied  by  voluminous  documents  from  the  Go* 
vernor  of  Maine;  also  communications  from  ths 
Secretary  of  State  to  Mr.  Fox,  the  British  Uiaiater, 
and  his  replies  thereto. 

Mr.  HOWARD  moved  that  the  message  asd ac- 
companying ducuments  be  rtferred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Foreign  Affairs,  and  be  printed;  and  that  the 
committee  have  liberty  to  sit  daring  the  sittingi  of 
the  House. 

Mr.  WADDY  THOMPSON  moved  the  priolias. 
of  20,0M  extra  copies,  and  supported  the  motioa 
by  a  speech  in  which  he  highly  commended  ihs 
message,  and  which,  together  with  the  rest  of  this 
highly  interesting  debate,  will  be  given  hereafter. 

Mr.  PBARCE  rf  Maryhiad  briefly  replied  to 
some  remarks  of  Mr.  Thompson^  speech  which  he 
constdeied  as  reflecting,  in  an  offensive  manner, 
upon  Ihe  House. 

Mr.  TH0MJE^90N  explained. 

Mr.  EVAcNS  of  Maine  followed  ina  tong  aitd 
very  animated  speech,  in  which  he  gave  a  fall  his- 
tory of  the  present  dtflUculiy  in  that  State  from  its 
origin;  stated  minutely  its  present  condition;  com- 
mented with  some  severity  on  the  neglect  which  had 
been  i^hown  by  the  General  Government  to  the  oA 
repeated  representations  of  that  Stale,  in  which  the 
present  crisis  had  been  represented  as  inevitable; 
and  insisted  Chat  it  was  evident  from  the  whole  tone 
of  the  message  that  the  urgency  of  the  case  wasaa 
appreciated. 

Mr.  HOWARD  remonstrated  against  this  cri- 
mination of  the  Grovernment  as  necessarily  leadiaf 
to  a  defensive  reply,  and  thus  tending  to  withdraw 
the  attention  of  the  House  to  a  coUateral  subject, 
and  diverting  it  from  the  deeply  in'oret^iing  subject 
of  the  message. 

Mr.  EVANS  proceeded  some  time  longer,  and 
when  he  sat  down, 

Mr.  PETRIKIN  moved  the  previous  qnestion. 

[Loud  cries  of  "No,"  "no"— «•  withdraw  it," 
"withdraw  it,"  from  all  the  House.] 

Mr.  PETRIKIN  withdrew  his  ncotion. 

Mr.  ADAMS  then  addressed  the  House,  endofs- 
ing  fully  the  speech  of  Mr.  Evans,  but  suggesting 
a  constitutional  diflUculty  in  relation  lo  the  advice 
of  the  President  to  the  Governor  of  Maine,  toeatei 
into  an  explanation  and  accommodation  with  the 
Gkivemor  of  New  Brunswick,  dkc.  as  a  thiag 
which  the  Governor  of  a  State  was  not  authorisad 
to  do,  and  expressed  his  hope  that  an  agent  of  ihe 
Government  would  be  appointed  to  manage  soeh 
an  arrangement,  should  it  take  place,  dbc 

Mr.  CHARY  moved  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  LINCOLN  requested  him  to  vithdraw  the 
motion,  but  he  refused  to  comply. 

The  question  being  taken  by  tellers,  on  seooad- 
ing  the  motion,  it  was  rejected:  ayes  48,  noes  89. 

Mr.  LINCOLN  then  addressed  the  House,  and, 
after  warm  commendations  of  the  Message,  went 
at  large  into  the  general  subject. 

He  was  succeeded  by  Mr.  CUSHING,  wlw 
strennoQsly  denied  the  existence  of  any  agreenent 
between  the  two  Governments  that,  pending  ih« 
controversy,  Great  Britain  was  to  bold  exclusive 
juri. diction  over  the  Jisputed  territory,  and  advert- 
ed to  the  aggressive  claims  of  that  Oovemment, 
her  course  toward  the  Indians,  and  on  the  North- 
western coast,  &c. 

Mr.  WHITTLESEY  demanded  the  previon 
question,  which  was  seconded,  pat,  carried,,  and 
the  question  of  referenee  agreed  to  without  a  di- 
visioD.  •»      - 
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•Ob  motion  of  Mr.  HOWARD,  the  Committee 
iForeigik  'Affairs  had  leare  to  sit  doriDg  the  tes- 
i0K  of  the  Hooae. 

Mr.  BRONSON  moved  to  print  20,000  copies  of 
tor  docaments. 

Mr.  8HSRR0D  WILLIAMS  objected  to  the 
eoMidaration  of  the  resolation  at  this  time;  and, 
at  the  SDggestion  of  seircral  gentlemen  that  it  woald 
be  better  to  print  them  with  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee, Mr.  BsomoN  did  not  press  his  motion. 

Mr.  HARLAN  asked  leare  to  report  from  the 
srieet  committee  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  de- 
ftkalions  of  Swartwont  and  others. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  said  he  mast  objVct  to 
aaj  thing  interposing  to  prevent  the  action  of  the 
House  on  the  appropriation  bill.  Moreover,  the 
eommittee  bad  risen  for  the  sole  purpose  of  receiv- 
lag  the  Presidents  message  on  the  Maine  question; 
aid  that  having  been  disposed  of,  the  nnfinishtd 
bninesB  should  be  resumed.  ^ 

Mr.  HARLAN  thereupon  moved  a  suspension 
of  the  rales. 

Mr.  ¥nSE  demanded  the  f eas  and  na}^;  which, 
being  ordered,  were— jeas  85,  najs  59. 

Not  being  two-thirds,  the  roles  were  not  sus- 


On  motimof  Mr.  CAMBRELENQ,  the  House 
toiwMt  again  into  committee,  Mr.  Banks  in 
Ihe  Chair,  and  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
GENERAL  APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

The  question  pending  being,  as  before  stated,  on 
Mr.  OoLsS  motion  to  abolish  the  branch  mints. 

Mr.  OGI>B  again  addressed  the  House  at  length 
k  M^port  of  his  amendment 

GENERAL    APPROPRIATION    BILL. 

The  House  then  went  into  committee,  and  re- 
soicd  the  consideration  of  the  genera]  appropria- 
tion bill;  the  pending  question  still  being  on  strik- 
ing out  the  appropriations  for  the  Branch  Mints  of 
North  Carolina,  Qeoigia,  and  Louisiana,  and  pro- 
viding salaries  for  persons  to  supervise  the  public 
pcq^erty  thereat. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  gave  notice  that  he  would 
renain  here  all  nigUt,  and  move  a  call  of  the  House, 
TUdxr  than  again  rise  without  closing  the  amend- 
ments on  this  bill. 

The  debate  was  continued  at  great  len^h  by 
Mean.  OGLE,  BYNUM,  GRAHAM,  and  REN- 
CHER. 

Bfr.  CAMBRELENG  i^ppealed  to  the  House 
to  take  the  question,  and  let  the  bill  be  reported. 

And  the  question  on  the  amendment  was  taken, 
•ad  rejected. 

Mr.  CHAMBERS  proposed  to  amend  the  bill, 
lifyaddmg  a  provision  requiring  the  collectors  of 
enaloms  to  deposits  the  money  coming  into  their 
hands  to  the  credit  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  linited 
Antes,  subject  to  warrant,  Ac, 
.  TUe  CHalRsaid  that,  if  there  was  any  objection, 
htshouldpronounce  this  amendment  out  cf  order. 
'     Mr.  CHAMBERS  supposed  no  gentleman  would 

djject.     

^   Mr.  PETRIKIN  alluded  to  the  short  space  of 
liiBe  left,  and  objected.         » 

Mr.  CHAMBERS.    Then   let  the  gentleman 

.  tAe  the  responsibility.    I  now  move  to  strike  out 

Ibe  enacting  clause  of  the  bill,  so  that  the  gentl»- 

WUi  win  gain  no  time  on  the  score  of  debate,  by 

^Ineeting  to  this  amendment 

Some  remarks  followed  from  Messrs.  CHAM- 
KRS,  CAMBRELENG,  and  PETRIKIN.  , 

Mr.  CHAMBERS  withdrew  his  motion  to  strike 
4tt  the  eoactins   clause,  and   a  fain  offered  his 
'•^Bendment  for  the  purpose  of  taking  an  appeal. 
Bat,  oo  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  MERCER,  Mr. 
^  withdrew  the  amendment,  with  the  intention  to 

fe  a  suspension  of  the  rqle  io  the  House,  for 

t  purpose  of  offenng  it  there. 
,  ^  Mr.  HALSTEAD  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by 
flMdiBg  that  no  part  of  the  contingent  fund  of  the 


Post  Office  Department  should  be  expended  in  pay* 
ing  for  the  dinners  of  the  clerks.    Rejected. 

Mr.  H.  moved  further  to  amend  the  bill  by  re- 
ducing the  appropriation  for  the  contingent  expen- 
ses of  the  Senate  to  $30,000.  Rejected. 
'  Mr.  GRAVES  offered  an  amendment,  the  effect 
of  which  would  be  to  reduce  a  certain  class  of 
clerks  in  the  Post  Office,  who  now  enjoyed  an  ad- 
vantage over  others  by  having  had  10  per  cent, 
added  to  their  salaries,  to  the  same  level  with  the 
rest,  by  taking  off  20  per  cent  from  what  they  now 
received. 

The  amendment  was  opposed  by  Mr.  CAM- 
BRELENG, and  rejected. 

After  an  ineftectual  attempt  by  Mr.  RIVES,  of 
Virginia,  to  get  an  amendment  to  increase  the  sal- 
aries of  collectors  of  the  smaller  ports  of  the 
Union,  with  especial  reference  to  the  collector  at 
Petersburgh,  Virginia, 

The  committee  rose  and  reported  the  hill  to  the 
House. 

Mr.  CHAMBERS  offered  an  amendment,  the  j| 
effect  of  which  would  be  to  prohibit  any  aoUector 
from  retaining  in  his  hands  moneys  paid  under 
protest,  and  requiring  him  to  deposite  the  same  in 
bank  to  the  credit  of  the  Treasurer  ef  the  United 
States. 

The  amendment  was  adopted. 

The  Hotise  then  concurred  in  the  amendments 
reported  from  the  committee,  save  a  few  which 
were  reserved  for  discussion,  which  were  ordered 
to  beprinteil. 

Mr.  BELL  moved  an  adjournment,  but  with- 
drew the  motion  at  the  request  of 

Mr.  EVANS,  who,  by  leave,  laid  on  the  table  a 
communication  from  Governor  Fairfield  to  the 
Legislature  of  Maine,  which,  he  observed,  pre- 
sented a  very  critical  state  of  things  there.  The 
reading  was  dispensed  with,  and  the  document 
ordered  to  be  printed  for  the  information  of  the 
members. 

Mr.  JENIFER,  on  leave,  offered,  a  resolution 
calling  for  certain  information  in  relation  to  the 
tobacco  trade. 

*  A  bill  in  explanation  of  a  bill  for  the  reorgani- 
zation of  the  United  States  Marine  Corps  was  read 
twice  and  committed. 

Mr.  E WING  asked  leave  to  present  joftit  reso- 
lutions of  the  Legislature  of  Indiana,  on  the  sub- 
ject of  slavery,  but  it  was  objected  to,  and  leave 
was  refused. 

Mr.  DAWSON,  from  a  select  committee,  made 
a  report  on  certain  claims  of  the  State  of  Georgia; 
which  was  read  and  referred. 

Mr.  BEATTY  moved  an  adjournment,  (about 
half  past  10.)  ^ 

Mr.  HARLAN  requestkdiKm  to  withdraw  it, 
that  he  might  present  a  rebort  from  the  investigau 
ing  committee  on  the  Swatfwout  defalcation. 

Mr.  BEATTY  refusing- 
Mr.  HARLAN  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays; 
which,  being  ordered,  weie  taken, -and  resulted  in 
the  negative — ^yeas  45,  nays^. 

So  the  House  refused  to  adjourn. 

A  can  of  the  House  was  moved  by  Mr.  HOP- 
KINS. 

Mr.  BEIRNE  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  WISE  remonstrated.  All  the  committee  de- 
sired was  to  get  the  report  out  of  their  hands  into 
those  of  the  printer. 

Mr.  MERCER  hoped  the  report  would  be  re- 
ceived and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  HOPKINS  withdrew  his  motion  for  a  call. 

Mr.  OWENS  stated  that  the  report  of  the  mino- 
rity would  be  ready  in  the  mornin2;  and  it  being 
understood  that  both  reports  should  be  presenteo 
simultaneously  to-morrow  morning, 

The  House,  a  little  before  11  o'elocki  adjomned* 


IN  SENATE, 
Wbdnesdat,  February  27,  1839. 

Mr.  McKEAN  presented  the  memorial  of  the 
Philadelphia  Board  of  Trade,  praying  a  farther 
appropriation  for  the  completion  of  the  light-house 
on  Brandy  wine  shoals;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Commerce. 

Mr.  YOUNG  presented  the  petition  of  A.  B. 
Patterson  and  others,  citizens  of  Warren  county, 
Illinois,  praying  the  establishment  of  a  post  route: 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  tht  Post  Office  and 
Post  Roads. 

Mr.  MOUTON  presented  the  petition  of  a  num- 
ber of  the  citizens  of  the  State  of  Louisiana,  pray- 
ing the  entire  repeal  of  the  naturalization  laws  now 
in  Torce,  and  the  passage  of  other  laws  to  prevent 
the  indiscriminate  influx  of  foreign  emigrants; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Comtniitee  on  the  Judi- 
ciary, and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  BENTON  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion, which,  after  some  remarks  from  Messrs. 
PIERCE,  MOUTON,  PRErfTON,  HUBBARD, 
and  BENTON,  was  considered  and  agreed  to: 

Resolved,  That  there  be  allowed,  and  paid  out  of 
the  contingent  fund,  for  extra  services,  to  each  of 
the  messengers  of  the  Senate  and  office,  two  hun- 
dred and  fifty  dollars;  to  each  of  the  pages,  two 
hundred  dollars;  and  to  each  of  the  assistant  mes- 
sengers and  laborers,  two  hundred  dollars. 

The  joint  resolution  fixing  the  value  of  the 
poun4  in  money  of  the  British  Provinces  in  North 
America  at  our  custom-houses,  was  read  a  second 
time,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  read- 
ing; and,  by  unanimous  consent,  read  a  third  time, 
and  passed. 

The  resolation  submitted  by  Mr.  WRIGHT 
yesterday,  fixing  half  past  twelve  o^clock  to  go  in- 
to an  election  for  printer,  was  considered  and 
agreed  to. 

The  following  resolution,  submitted  yesterday  by 
Mr.  TALLMADGE,  was  taken,  up  for  considera- 
tion, aad  adopted: 

Whereas,  the  Senate  on  the  ]3ih  day  of  Februa- 
ry instant,  passed  a  resolution  as  follovvs: 

Re$olMi,  That  the  Postmaster  General  commu- 
nicate to  the  Senate  the  number  of  removals  of  de- 
puty postmasters  since  the  4ih  March,  1837;  the 
names  of  the  persons  so  removed,  and  times  when 
removedj  the  names  of  the  persons  appointed  to  fill 
the  vacancies;  the  names  of  the  offices  where  such 
removals  have  been  made;  classing  the  whole  by 
States  and  Territories. 

And  whereas  no  answer  has  been  received  to  the 
same: 

Therefwt,  resolved^  Th.:"  «he  Postmaster  General 
inform  the  Senate,  without  aelay,  why  he  has  not 
communicated  the  information  required  by  that  re- 
aolotion. 

Mi,  young,  from  the  Committee  on  Claims, 
reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Philip  Weademan; 
which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  BENTON,  from  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs,  to  which  was  referred  the  bill  to  provide 
for  the  defence  of  the  Western  frontier  from  the 
moudi  of  the  Sabine  to  Fort  Snellinsr,  on  the  Mis- 
sissippi river,  reported  the  same  without  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  NORVELL,  from  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce, to  which  was  referred  an  act  for  the  relief 
of  Lewis  B.  Willis,  reported  the  same  without 
amendment. 

Mr.  HUBBARD,  from  the  Committee  on 
Claims,  to  which  had  been  referrtd 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Francis  Mallaby; 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Griffeth  Combe,  and 
John  P.  Ingle,  trustees  of  the  house  in  the  City  of 
Washington,  commonly  called  the  Brick  Capitol; 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  A.  J.  Pickett,  and  George 
W.  Gayle;  and 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  James  w.  Cox; 

Reported  the  same,  severally,  without  amend- 
ment. 
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CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBE. 


M.  .S  WlFT,  from  the  Committee  on  lodiaa  Af- 
fairs, '  ^  which  was  referred  the  petition  of  William 
DickinsoD,  asked  to  be  discharged  from  the  further 
consideration  thereof. 

The  following  bills  were  severally  read  the  third 
time  and  paesed: 

-  The  joint  resolution  providing  for  the  purchase 
of  an  island  in  the  Delaware,  called  the  Pea 
Patch. 

The  bill  to  provide  for  additional  clerks  in  the 
Post  Office  Department,  and  the  Auditor's  office 
connecied  therewith. 

The  bill  granting  a  pension  to  Hannah  Leigh- 
ton. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Ritchie. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  L.  Scott. 

The  bill  granting    to  certain  persons    therein 
.  named,  the  right  of  pre-emption  to  a  tract  of  land 
in  Oitowa  county,  Michigan. 

The  bill  for  the*  relief  of  Charles  A.  Dodd. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Daniel  B.  Bush. 

The  bill  to  authorize  the  inhabitants  of  township 
eight  north,  range  thirty -iwo  west,  in  the  State  of 
Arkansas,  to  enter  a  section  of  land,  in  lieu  of  the 
sixteenth  section  in  said  township,  upon  condition 
that  the  same  is  surrendered  to  the  United  States 
for  military  purposes. 

The  bill  to  authorize  the  location  of  the  pre-emp- 
tion certificates  given  by  the  Register  of  the  land 
office  at  Batesville,  in  Arkansas,  under  the  act  of 
tbedSih  of  May,  1834,  on  any  of  the  public  lands 
for  sale  in  the  Sute  of  Arkansas. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Richaid  Robinson. 
.    The  bill  for  ibc  relief  of  the  widow  and  other 
heirs  of  Alexander  Hamilton,  deceased. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Burk. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Josephine  Noun*. 

The  bill  making  appropriations  for  the  navxt 
service,  for  the  year  1839. 

At  12i  o'clock,  in  pursuance  of  the  resolution  en 
the  subject,  adopted  this  morning,  the  Senate  pro- 
ceeded to  ballot  lor  a  printer,  and  the  result  was 
as  follows: 

On  the  first  ballot,  43  ballots  were  given,  of 
which 

Blair  and  Rivxs  had  •  -  -  -  .35 
Oalxs  and  Sbaton  •  -  .  .  •  n 
OqDXN  NlLES  --.....4 
Thomas  Allen  ---...  3 
Blank    -  ^ .1 

BtAiA  and  Rivss,  therefore,  having  a  majority 
of  the  whole  number  of  votes  given,  were  declared 
by  the  Chair  to  be  duly  elected. 

The  bill  making  appropriations  for  light-houses, 
light-boats,  beacons,  and  buoys,  was  ordered  to  be 
engrossed. 

The  bill  to  prevent  the  interference  of  certain 
Federal  officers  in  elections,  was  taken  up:  when 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN  addressed  the  Senate  for 
upwards  of  two  hours  and  a  half  in  defence  of  the 
bill,  and  was  ri^plied  to  by  Mr.  WALL. 

Mr.  NILES  and  Mr.  PRESTON  followed  in  the 
debate,  and  the  question  was  taken  on  the  amend- 
ment to  the  bill  oflTered  by  Mr.  Crittxnden,  and 
decided  in  the  negative^yeas  18,  nays  25,  as  fol- 
lows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Bayard,  Calhoun,  Clay  of  Ken- 
tucky, Clayton,  Crittenden,  Davis,.  Poster,  Knight, 
Merrick,  Prentiss,  Preston,  Rives,  Robbins,  Rug- 
gles,  Smith  of  Indiana,  Swift,  Tallmadge,  and 
White— 18. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Brown,  Clay  of 
Alabama,  Cuthbert,  Fulton,  Hubbard,  King,  Linn, 
Lyon,  Mouton,  Nicholas,  Niles,  Norvell,  Pierce, 
Roane,  Robinson,  Sevier,  Smith  of  Connecticut 
Wrflker,  Wall,  Williams  of  Maine,  Waiiams  of 
Mississippi,  Wright,  and  Young— 25. 

Mr.  TALLMADGE  then  offered  to  amend  the 
bill  by  making  its  provisions  and  penalties  appli- 
cable only  to  the  office  holders  named  when  they 
shall  subscribe  sums  of  money  to  carry  on  elections; 
which  was  lost— yeas  15,  nays  26,  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Bayard,  Calhoun,  Crittenden, 
Davis,  Poster,  Merrick,  Prentiss,  Preston,  Rives 
Robbins,  Ruggles^  Smith  of  Indiana,  Swift,  Tall- 
madge, and  White— 15. 

J^AYS— Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Brown,  Clay  of 


Alabama,  Clayton,  Cothbert,  Fulton,  Hubbard, 
King,  Linn,  Lyon,  Mouton,  Nicholas,  Niles,  ISoT' 
veil.  Pierce,  Roane,  Robinson,  Sevier,  Smith  of 
Conneciicui^  WalUer,  Wall,  Williams  of  Maine, 
Williams  of  Mississippi,  Wri*h?,  and  Young — 26. 

Mr.  RIVES  then  moved  to  recommit  the  bill  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  with  instructions 
to  amend  the  bill  so  as  to  conform  to  the  retola- 
tions  which  he  had  submitted  to  the  Senate  .some 
time  since;  which  was  lost — yeas  13,  nays  25,  as 
follows; 

YEAS — Messrs.  Crittenden,  Davis,  Foster, 
Knight,  Merrick,  Prentiss,  Preston,  Rives,  Rnggles, 
Smith  of  Indiana,  Swift,  Tallmadge,  and  White— 
13. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Brown,  Cal- 
houn, Clay  of  Alabama,  Cuthbert,  Fulton,  Hub- 
bard, King,  Lmn,  Lyon,  Meuton,  Nicholas,  Niles, 
Norvell,  Pierce,  Roane,  Sevier,  Smith  of  Connecti- 
cut, Walker,  Wall,  Williams  of  Maine,  Williams 
of  Mississippi,  Wright,  and  Young — ^25. 

The  question  then  came  up  on  the  engrossment 
of  the  bill,  which  is  as  follows : 

A  BILL  topreyent  the  inter/erenco  of  Mrtain  Fadenl  offloen 

Id  electioni. 
To  the  eivd  that  the  great  powers  given  to  the  offi- 
cers of  the  Federal  Government,  and  other  per- 
sons employed  in  its  service,  may  not  be  used 
for  the  influencing  of  elections,  which  ought  to 
be  free  and  incorrupt : 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  Hwut  rf  Rtprf 
tentalives  of  the  United  States  of  America  in  Con- 
grets  aatembUd,  That  fh>m  and  after  the  first  day  of 
April,  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
thirty-nine,  no  marshal  or  deputy  marshal,  no 
postmaster  or  deputy  postmaster,  no  receiver  or  re- 
gister of  a  land  office,  or  any  of  their  deputies  or 
clerks,  no  surveyor  general  of  the  public  lands,  or 
any  of  his  deputies  or  assistants,  no  collector,  sur- 
veyor, naval  officer,  weigher,  gauger,  appraiser,  or 
other  officer  or  person  whatsoever  concerned  or 
employed  in  the  charging,  collecting,  levying,  or 
managing  the  customs,  or  any  branch  or  part 
thereof,  no  engineer,  officer,  br  agent  employed  or 
concerned  in  the  execution  or  superintendence  of 
any  of  the  public  works,  shall,  by  word,  message, 
or  writing,  or  in  any  other  manner  whatsoever,  en- 
deavor to  persuade  any  elector  to  give,  or  dissuade 
any  elector  from  giving,  his  vote  for  the  choice  of 
any  person  to  be  elector  of  President  and  Vice 
President  of  these  United  Sutes,  or  for  the  choice 
of  any  person  to  be  a  Senator  or  Representative  in 
the  Congress  of  the  said  United  States,  or  the  choice 
of  any  person  to  be  Governor  or  Lieutenant  Gov- 
ernor of  any  State,  or  of  any  person  to  be  a  rep- 
resentative or  member  in  the  Legislative  Depart- 
ment of  any  State  of  this  Union,  or  for  the  choice 
of  any  person  to  serve  in  any  public  office  estab- 
lished by  the  law  of  any  of  said  States ;  nor  shall 
any  such  officer  or  person  intermeddle  in  any  of 
the  elections  above  mentioned,  or  use  any  means 
with  intent  to  influence  or  control  the  same,  other- 
wise than  by  giving  his  own  vote ;  and  every  per- 
son effending  therein  shall  forfeit  the  sum  of  five 
hundred  dollars  \  one  moiety  thereof  to  the  infor- 
mer, and  the  other  moiety  thereof  to  the  Untt(Mi 
States  aforesaid,  to  be  recovered,  with  costs  of  snit, 
by  any  person  that  shall  sue  for  the  same,  by  ac- 
tion of  debt,  bill,  or  plaint  in  any  of  the  district  or 
circuit  courts  of  the  United  States ;  and  every  per- 
son convict,  on  any  such  suit,  of  the  said  offence, 
shall  thereby  become  disabled  and  incapable  of 
ever  bearing  or  executing  anv  office  or  place  of 
trust  whatsoever  under  the  said  United  States. 

Mr.  SMITH  of  Indiana  gave  his  reasons  why 
heconid  not  support  the  bill;  and  the  question  be- 
ing taken  on  its  engrossment,  was  decided  in  the 
negative — ayes  5,  noes  28,' as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Crittenden,  Foster,  Merrick, 
Preston,  and  White— 6. 

NAYS — ^Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Brown,  Calhoun, 
Clay  of  Alabama,  Cuthbert,  Fulton,  Hubbard, 
King,  Knight,  Linn,  Lyon,  Mouton,  Nicholas, 
Niles,  Norvell,  Pierce,  Roane,  Robinson,  Sevier, 
Smith  ofConreeticut,  Smith  of  Indiana,  Walker, 
Wall,  Williams  of  Maine,  Williams  of  Missis- 
sippi, Wright,  and  Young— 28. 
So  th«  bUl  was  lost. 


NORTHEASTERN  FRONTIER. 

The    PRESIDEN'T   submitted    the   followiM 
Message  from  the  President  of  the  United  States: 
Washington,  Feb.  27, 1839. 
Ta  the  Senate  nf  th$  United  Slata: 

I  transmit  to  Congress  copies  of  various  other 
documents  received  from  the  Governor  of  Maine, 
relating  to  the  dispute  between  that  State  and  the 
Province  of  New  Brunswick,  which  formed  the 
subject  of  my  Message  of  the  26ih  inst  and  also  a 
copy  of  a  memorandum  signed  by  the  Secretary  of  * 
Stale  of  the  United  States  and  Her  Britannic  Ma- 
jesty's Envoy  Extraordinary  and  Minister  Plcnipo- 
tentiary  near  the  United  States,  of  the  terms  apoa 
which  it  is  believed  all  collision  can  be  avoided 
on  the  frontier,  consistently  with,  and  respecting 
the  claims  on  either  side.  As  the  British  Minister 
acts  without  specific  authority  from  his  Qovera- 
ment,  it  will  be  observed  that  this  memorandum 
has  but  the  force  of  recommendation  on  the  Pro- 
vincial authorities  and  on  the  Government  of  the 
State.  M.  VAN  BUREN. 

MEMORANDUM. 
Her  Majesty *s  authorities  consider  it  to  have 
been  aadeistosd  and  agreed  upon  by  the  two  Go- 
vernments  that  the  territory  in  dispute  between 
Great  Britain  and  the  United  Btates,  00  the  Nonh- 
easter  frontier,  should  remain  exclusively  uiukr 
British  jurisdiction  until  the  final  settlement  of  the 
boundary  question. 

The  United  Slates  Grovernment  have  not  under- 
stood  the  above  agreement  in  the  same  sense,  bat 
consider,  on  the  contrary,  that  there  has  been  no 
agreement  whatever  for  the  exercise,  by  Great 
Britain,  of  exclusive  jurisdiction  over  the  disputed 
territory,  or  any  portion  thereof,  but  a  mufual  an- 
derstanding  that,  pending  the  negotiation,  the  juris- 
diction then  exercised  by  either  party,  over  small 
portions  of  the  territory  in  dispute,  shouM  not  b< 
enlaiged,  but  be  continued  merely  for  the  preser- 
vation of  local  tranquillity  and  the  public  property, 
both  forbearing  as  far  as  practicable  to  exert  any 
authority,  and,  when  any  should  be  exereised  \!f 
either,  placing  upon  the  conduct  of  each  other  the 
most  favorable  construction. 

A  complete  understanding  upon  the  question, 
thus  placed  at  issue,  of  present  jurisdiction,  can 
only  be  arrived  at  by  friendly  discussion  betweci 
the  Gkvemments  of  the  United  States  and  Great 
Britain;  and,  as  it  is  confidently  hoped  that  there 
will  be  an  early  settlement  of  the  question,  this 
subordinate  point  of  difTerenoe  can  be  of  but  little 
moment. 

In  the  meantime,  the  Qoremot  of  the  Pro-' 
vince  of  New  Brunswick  and  the  Government  of 
the  State  of  Maine  will  act  as  follows:  Her 
Majesty's  officers  will  not  seek  to  expel,  by 
military  force,  the  armed  party  which  has  been 
sent  by  Maine  into  the  district  bordering  on  the 
Aroostook  river;  hut  the  Government  of  Maine  will, 
voluntarily,  and  without  needless  delay,  withdraw 
beyond  the  bounds  of  the  disputed  territory  an| . 
armed  force  now  within  them;  and  if  future 
necessity  should  arise  for  dispersing  notorious  tres- 
passers, or  protecting  public  property  from  depreda- 
tion by  armed  force,  the  operation  shallbe  con- 
ducted by  concert,  jointly  or  separately,  accorit* 
ing  to  agreements  between  the  QovemmeBts  of 
Maine  and  New  Brunswick. 

The  civil  officers  in  the  service  respectively  ef 
New  Brunswick  and  Maine,  who  have  been  takcai.\ 
into  custody  by  the  opposite  parties,   shall  be  re*  * 
leased. 

Nothing  in  this  memoranda m  shall  be  construed  ' 
to  fortify  or  to  weaken,  in  any  respect  whatever., 
the  claim  of  either  party  to  the  altimate  possessioa 
of  the  disputed  territory. 

The  Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  her  Britaaoje 
Majesty  having  no  specific  anthority  to  make  any' 
arrangement  on  rhe  subject,  the  undersigned  eaa 
only  recommend,  as  they  now  earnestly  do,  to  Ihe"  1 
Governments  of  New  Brunswick  and  Maine,  taj 
regulate  their  future  proceedings  according  to  thifl 
terms  herein  set  forth,  until  the  final  settlement  tfl 
the  territorial  dispute,  or  until  the  Oovemmenttill 
|he  United  States  and  Great  Britain  diall  come  to 
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fonie  definite  condonoaon  the  subordinate  point 
I      won  which  tliey  are  now  at  issue. 

JOHN  FORSYTH,  SoewUry  of  State 

of  the  United  States  of  North  America. 
H.  S.  FOX,  H.  B.  M.  Eavoj  Extraor- 
dinary and  Minister  Plenipotentiary. 

Witfiifdroir,  Ftbroary  37, 1839. 

AAersooerenarlcsfirom  Messrs.  WILLIAMS 
ofMe.  PEBSrON,  DAVIS,  RUOQLES,  WBB- 
STESL,  BROWN,  WALKER,  and  CALHOUN, 
the  nwBige  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Fo- 
wgn  Relations,  and  five  thousand  additional  copies 
flilefed  to  be  prinled. 

Anastaiakiiig  appropriations  for  the  ciyil  and 
dipknaiie  expenses  of  the  Government  for  the 
ym  1839,  was  read  a  first  and  second  time,  and 
rrfenedtothe  Committee  on  Finance. 

Aa  set  for  the  erection  of  lic^ht-honses,  light 
bmta,  beaeons,  and  baoys; 

Aa  act  for  the  relief  of  James  H.  Ralston; 

Aa aqt  for  the  relief  cf  Samuel  McKay; 

Aa  act  for  the  relief  of  John  W.  Kearney;  and 

Aa  act  for  the  relief  of  John  McFarland; 

Were  seTerally  read  a  third  time  and  paned. 

Hw  Senate  thea  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  RKPRESBNTATrVES, 
I  WBONKSDATrFeb.  27, 1839. 

Mr.  HARLAN,  from  the  select  committee  ap- 
poiated  on  the  17th  of  January  last  to  inquire  and 
leport  as  to  the  defalcations  of  public  officers,  made 
ainoft;  when 

Ifr.  OWENS,  of  the  same  committee,  on  behalf 
ofthe  minority,  by  lea^e,  submitted  a  report  con- 
luung  the  views  of  the  minority  upon  the  subject- 
matters  eommitted  to  the  committee.  ' 
I  ICr.  HARLAN,  on  behalf  of  the  committee. 
Bond  the  reading  of  the  conclusions  of  the  com- 
■tiiee;  and  that  5,000  copies  of  the  reports  with  the 
joonal;  and  30,000  copies  of  the  reports  without 
Ae  journal,  be  printed. 

Mr.  PETRIKIN  said  he  was  not  opposed  to 
priatiBg,  bat  he  objected  to  the  reading,  unless  all 
Ae  reports  were  read.  And  be  called  for  the  read* 
iig,aeeofdingly. 

Some  conrersaiion  followed  in  diflerent  parts  of 
ibe  Hoose,  of  which  little  could  be  heard,  owing 
to  tbe  extreme  confusion. 

Tbe  CHAIR  decided  thi^  it  was  a  parliamenta- 
17  right  to  call  for  the  reading;  and,  after  some  fur« 
Iherconrersation  on  points  of  order, 

The  Clerk  proceeded  to  read  the  report  of  the 
nniority. 

The  reading  was  frequently  interrupted  by  at- 
iBBpii  (0  suspend  it.  And,  after  it  had  proceeded 
axae  way;  on  motioo  of  Mr.  OWENS,  all  tbe  re- 
fofts  (by  general  consent)  were  laid  on  the  table; 
ud  &,(KIO  copies  thereof,  with  the  journal,  and 
Sl,000  copies  of  both  documents,  without  thejour- 
ul,  were  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mi.  hall,  from  the  select  committee  appointed 
OB  the  S4tfa  of  January  to  inquire  into  the  cha- 
in^ and  amount  of  proof  which  is  required  by 
etiMiag  laws  and  regulations  to  establish  claims  on 
the  United  Stales  for  Reyolutionary  services  in  the 
TUgiBia  continental  and  Slate  lines  and  navy,  and 
vhelher  any  and  what  further  legislative  pro vi- 
lions  be  necessary  in  regard  to  the  mode  of  adjust- 
iSK  and  allowing  claims  for  such  services,  made  a 
icport  thereon,  adverse  to  further  appropriations 
for  the  satisfaction  of  said  warrants,  and  moved 
Ihtf  it  be  laid  on  the  table,  and  that  the  report  and 
dDeoments  be  printed. 

Mr.  TALIAFERRO  asked  a  division  of  the 
^notion. 

Mr.  WISE  urged  that  the  question  should  not 
be  taken  now,  asa  colleague  of  his,  and  a  member  of 
teooamitiec,  (not  now  in  his  seat,)  was  preparing 
Ui  protest  against  this  report,  by  which  great  in- 
jortiee  (he  contended)  was  done,  and  he  wished  to 
aate  thai  protest  printed,  together  with  tbe  report 

Aad  the  report  was  laid  on  the  table. 
*    The  question  recurring  on  the  motion  to  print, 
i  '  Some  remarks  followed  from  Messrs.  TALI  A- 
^naao,  CRAIG,  hall,  and  WISE; 
1:"  When,  with  a  view  to   Mve   the   time  of  the 
liBnse,  now  so  preeioos, 
'  Mr.STANLY  movedtolay  the  motion  to  print 
ihatable* 
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Mr.  BRIGGS,  as  a  member  of  the  committee, 
appealed   10  Mr.  Staklt  to  withdraw  the  motion. 

Mr.  STANLY  noi  ci>ns«nting, 
«   Mr,  GRBNNELL  asked  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
the  motion  10  lay  the  motion  to  print  on  the  table, 
which  were  ordered;   and,  being  taken,  were — 
yeas  43,  nays  127. 

So  the  motion  to  lay  the  motion  to  print  on  the 
table  was  rejected. 

And  tbe  question  recurring  on  the  motion  to 
print, 

Before  further  action  was  taken,  the  SpKiKxa 
announced  the  expiration  of  the  morning  hour. 

On  leave,  Mr.  CAMBRGLE?7G  ofiereA  a  reso« 
Itttion  fixing  the  hoar  of  meeting  at  10  o'clock, 
and  providing  that  the  House  uke  a  recess  from  3 
to  half  past  4. 

Some  amendments  being  ofieted, 

Mr.  CAMBR&LENG  moved  the  previous  ques- 
tion, which  was  seconded. 

The  main  question  was  ordered. 

And  the  resolution  was  adopted,  (and  takes  ef- 
fect as  to  the  recess  this  day.) 

On  leave,  Mr.  ADAMS  presented  ceslain  joint 
resolutions  from  the  Legislature  of  Massachosetts, 
on  the  subject  of  the  salt  duty:  laid  on  the  table, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  SPEAKER  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  War,  transmitting  reports  of 
the  Commissary  General  ot  the  Army  and  the 
Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs,  together  with 
document  No.  78  of  the  House  of  Representatives, 
wcond  session  of  the  Twenty-fifth  Congress,  con- 
taining the  information  called  for  by  a  resolu- 
tion of  the  HoQse  of  Representatives  of  the  38th 
ultimo. 

A  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  in  answer 
to  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of 
the  21st  of  January  last,  calling  for  information  as 
to  the  nnmber  of  Cherokee  Indians  now  residing  in 
North  Carolina,  etc. 

A  Ibtter  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  transmitting 
the  information  required  by  a  resolution  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  of  the  14ih  ult.  in  rela- 
tion to  the  improvement  of  Little  Egg  Harbor. 

On  leave,  Mr.  CUSHMAN,  from  the  Committee 
on  Commerce,  reported  a  bill  to  compensate  cer- 
tain officers  of  the  customs  for  the  year  1839:  read 
twice,  and  committed. 

GENERAL  APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

Tbe  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  this 
bill,  which  had  been  reported  from  the  Committee 
ofthe  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  the  ques- 
tion being  on  concurring  in  certain  amendments 
made  thereto  in  committer,  and  which  had  been  re- 
served for  special  question. 

The  first  amendment  was  that  proposed  by  Mr. 
ADAMS,  and  passed  in  committee,  that  the  aggre- 
gate amount  of  all  the  items  of  appropriation  in 
the  bill  be  set  forth  in  the  first  clause  thereof. 

Some  debate  followed,  in  which  l^^essrs.  CAM- 
BRELENG,  ADAMS,  and  BELL  participated. 

When,  the  question  being  taken,  the  amendment 
was  nonconcur  red  in. 

Mr.  BELL,  for  the  purpose  of  making  some 
general  remarks,  moved  to  strike  eot  the  enacting 
clause  ofthe  bill. 

Mr.  B.  then  addressed  the  House  on  the  actual 
condition  and  resourees  of  the  country  at  the  pre- 
sent time,  and  tbe  ineitness  and  want  of  energy  in 
the  heads  of  the  General  Government,  as  illustrated 
by  the  state  of  our  different  frontiers. 

Mr.  BRONSON  defended  the  Administration, 
and  ebpecially  with  reference  toils  measures  on  the 
Canadian  frontier. 

Mr.  BEXL  then  withdrew  his  motion. 

And  the  question  recnned  on  concurring  in  the 
second  amendment  made  in  committee,  and  re- 
served for  special  question,  which  was  to  reduce  the 
item  for  tbe  contingent  expenses  of  the  pay  and 
mileage,  Ac.  of  the  Territory  of  Iowa  to  (97,575. 

Some  debate  folk>wed,  in  which  Messrs.  CHAP- 
MAN and  LEADBETTER  participated. 

And  the  question  was  not  taken  when,  puisnant 
to  its  order,  the  Hoose  took  a  recess  until  iialfopaat 
four  o^clock. 
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The  House  met  after  recess;  and  the  general  ap- 
propriation bill  being  still  under  consideration — 

Mr.  LEADBETTER  concluded  his  remarks  ia 
reply  *o  Mr.  Chapman,  on  striking  out  the  item  of 
|]  6,000  for  certain  arrearages,  in  the  pay  ofthe 
members  of  the  Legislature  of  Iowa. 

Mr.  CHAPMAN  replied;  when  the  amendment 
was  concurrefl  in,  and  the  amendment  stricken  out. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  moved  the  previous  ques- 
tion. 

Mr.  GARLAND  of  Louisiana  asked  faiim  to  with- 
draw the  motion,  reminding  him  of  a  pledge  given 
by  him  on  a  former  day  that  he  would  not  make 
this  motion  till  Mr.  G.  should  have  had  an  oppor- 
tunity of  renewing  in  the  House  certain  amend- 
ments moved  by  him  in  committee. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  denied  that  he  was  under 
any  such  pledge. 

Mr.  GARLAND  replied  with  great  warmth,  and 
in  somewhat  intemperate  terms,  which,  however, 
were  indistinctly  heard  by  the  reporter  amidst  the 
cries  of  "Order!"  "order!"  and  the  general  confu- 
sion of  thf(  House. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS  of  North  Carolina  moved  a 
call  of  the  House;  which  motion  prevailing,  the 
House  was  called.  129  members  having  answered 
to  their  names,  tbe  absentees  were  called,  when  157 
members  were  found  to  be  present. 

Tbe  call  was  then  suspended. 

The  previous  question  was  seconded  by  yeas  and 
nays.  Yeas  113,  nays  47.  It  was  then  put,  and 
carried. 

Mr.  CONNOR  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays;  but 
the  House  refused  to  order  them. 

When  the  bill  was  read  a  third  time  by  its  title, 
and  passied. 

Mr.  GARLAND  apologized  to  the  House  for  the 
intemperate  expressions  he  had  used  towards  Mr. 
Cambreleno,  stating  that  the  latter  had  come  tohis 
seat,  and  stated  that  he  had  forgotten  having  given 
the  pledge,  though  afterwards  convinced  it  had  been 
given,  as  Mr.  G.  had  stated. 

[Ciics  of  "Well  done!"  "handsome!"] 

A  message  was  now  received  from  the  President 
of  the  United  States,  on  the  subject  of  our  difficul- 
ties in  Maine,  accompanied  by  a  memorandum 
signed  by  Mr.  Forsyth  and  Mr.  Fox,  proposing  a 
conciliatory  course  to  be  pursued  by  New  Bruns- 
wick and  Maine. 

[Beth  the  message  and  memorandum  appeared 
in  ibis  paper  on  Thursday  last.] 

Mr.  EvANS  addressed  the  House  in  a  course  of 
remarks  expressive  of  his  fears  that  this  proposal 
had  come  too  late  to  prevent  the  effusion  of  blood. 
He  moved  that  the  message  and  accompanying  do- 
cument be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Affairs. 

Two  other  messages  were  received  and  referred. 

The  navy  appropriation  bill  having  come  back 
ttom  the  Senate  with  some  amendments, 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  moved  its  reference  to 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  State  of  the 
Union;  which  was  agreed  to. 

On  his  motion  the  House  then  went  into  Com- 
mittee  of  the  Whole,  (Mr.  Ingham  in  the  Chair,) 
and  took  up  the  bill  to  prevent  and  suppress  Indian 
hostilities. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  moved  to  insert  after  the 
appropriating  clause  the  words  "amoimting  to 
|l,804,774i"  which  was  agreed  to. 

After  the  adoption  of  some  other  slight  amend- 
ments, 

Mr.  EVERETT  moved  an  item  of  ^,000  to  * 
cover  the  expenses  of  a  treaty  with  the  Seminole 
Indians,  should  the  President  see  fit  10  enter  into 
one.  He  supported  the  amendment  in  a  speech  in 
which  he  adverted  to  the  large  snms  which  had 
been  expended  in  the  vain  effort  to  expel  these 
Indians  from  Florida,  aud  stated  the  probability, 
from  information  he  had  received,  that  if  negotia- 
tions were  entered  into,  the  remnant  now  there 
would  be  content  to  retire  within  an  ascertained 
line,  dbo. 

The  amendment  gave  rise  to  an  extended  debate, 
in  which  Messrs.  EVERETT,  DOWNING, 
FILLMORE,  ROBERTSON,  CRABB,  MONT- 
GOMERY,  MERCER,  and  PUTNAM  took  part^ 
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and  V.  ruch  nsnlted  in  the  adoption  of  ibe  am«nd» 
ment. 

Mr.  BELL  moved  to  insert  An  amendment  ap- 
propriating |50,000  to  pay  for  hoises  which  had 
beeu  taken  into  Floria  by  yolanteers,  and  detained 
there  by  order  of  United  States  officers,  and  then 
turnrd  over,  by  (he  owners,  to  the  United  States. 

On  this  amendment,  a  long  and  desultory  debate 
toiik  place,  in  which  Messrs.  BELL,  PETRIKIN, 
EWING,  WILLIAMS  of  North  Carolina,  RO- 
BERTSON,  ELMORE,  QRENNELL,  and 
CHAPMA.^  participated. 

Mr.  ROBERTSON  made  the  point  of  order,  that 
the  law  having  expired  which  authorized  these 
expenditores,  the  amendment  under  the  rule  of  the 
House  was  out  of  order. 

Mr.  McKAY  inquired  whether  a  bill  had  not 
been  reported  'from  the  Committee  of  Claims  co- 
vering these  cases? 

A  reply  having  been  given  in  the  negative, 

The  point  of  order  was  debated  by  Mr.  TUR- 
NEY,  who  contended  (hat  even  though  the  law  of 
1837  had  expired,  yet  ihere  was  a  general  law  under 
which  the  amendment  was  in  order.  And  Mr.  T. 
into  an  examination  of  the  amendment,  aind  urged 
its  adoption. 

The  amendment  was  debated  further  by  Bfr. 
McKAY. 

Mr.  BELL  modified  his  amendment  so  as  to 
conform  to  the  words  of  the  law. 

Mr.  ROBERTSON  called  the  attention  of  the 
Chair  to  the  point  of  order. 

The  CHAIR  decided  the  amendment  to  be  in  or- 
der. 

The  amendment  was  further  debated  by  Messrs. 
HARRISON  and  RUSSELL. 

When  Mr.  W.  C.  JOHNSON  asked  that  this 
bill  be  laid  aside,  in  order  that  some  of  the  many 
other  bills  before  the  House  might  be  taken  up. 
He  alia  Jed  to  the  great  loss  of  time  in  debate,  and 
to  he  excellent  practice  in  the  British  House  of 
Commons  ifconghing  members  down  on  certain 
occa.NJonb;  a  rule  which  he  thought  might  be  most 
prt  p.  rly  applied  here.  He  was  willing,  however, 
thai  ihe  pending  question  shonid  be  taken. 

Mr.  ELMORE  moved  to  amend  the  amendment 
so  as  to  ib elude  horses  that  have  died  in  conse- 
quence of  the  failure  of  the  Government  to  furnish' 
proper  support  and  forage,  or  from  injuria  sus- 
tained while  in  the  service,  where  they  have 
died  after  their  owners  were  discharged  from  ser- 
vice. 

Some  further  remarks  were  made  by  Messrs. 
BELL,  RUSSELL,  and  ELMORE, 

When  the  amendment  to  the  amendment  was  re- 
jected— ayes  32,  noes  91. 

Mr.  GRANTLANEIl  moved  an  amendment  ap- 
propriating (85,000  to  refiind  to  the  State  of  Geor- 
gia money  expended  for  pay  and  subsistence  of 
troops  called  into  service  to  repel  an  invasion  of  In- 
dians near  Okefenoke  swamp. 

A  document  from  the  War  Department  was  read 
in  relation  to  this  subject. 

The  amendment  was  rejected. 

The  bill  was  then  laid  aside. 

Mr.  GRAr^T  moved  that  the  committee  take  up 
the  bill  to  provide  for  certain  harbors^  and  for  the 
removal  of  obstructions  in  and  at  the  mouths  of 
certain  rivers,  and  for  other  purposes,  for  the  year 
1839;  which  motion  was  rejected— ayes  57,  noes 
74. 

Mr.  MORGAN  moved  to  Uke  up  the  bill  to  au- 
thorise the  Secretary  of  War  to  allow  compensa- 
tion to  pension  agents;  which  motion  was  re- 
jected. 

-  On  motion  of  Mr.  LINCOLN/ the  committee 
took  up  the  bill  providing  for  the  erection  of  a  ftre* 
proof  building  for  the  use  of  the  General  Post  Office 
Department. 

A  letter  from  the  Postmaster  General,  showing 
the  necesbily  of  this  building  having  been  read, 

Mr.  THOMAS  said  that  this  was  not  a  time  to 
enter  into  a  debate,  and  if  the  occasion  justified  it,  he 
was  not  disposed  to  do  so.  He  would  say  that  he  was 
satisfied  in  his  own  mind  that  this  building  ought 
to  be  of  marble,  large  quantities  of  which  were  to 
be  found  in  Washington  eoonty,  Maryland,  near 
the  line  of  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal,  in 
Baltimore  ooontyi  in  the  aaae  Btata,  in  Penn^yl* 


vania,  and  in  other  parts  of  the  United  Statei. 
He  had  taken  some  pains  to  ascertain  the  character 
of  the  marble  in  Washington  cdunty.  Several 
years  ago  he  had  prevailed  upon  the  Committee  on 
Public  Buildings  to  send  into  that  county  a  statna*" 
rjr  who  had  worked  in  the  marbles  of  Italy,  to  ex- 
amine these  quarries.  That  gentleman  stated,  on 
his  return,  that  marble  in  large  quantities  could  be 
had  in  Washington  county,  equal,  and  some  of  it 
superior,  in  quality  to  the  most  celebrated  marble 
of  Italy.  Mr.  T.  had  been  called  upon  by  a  com- 
mittee of  the  workmen  now  engaged  on  the  Trea- 
sury bnilding,  and  from  them  he  had  received  in- 
formation leading  his  mind  to  the  conclusion,  that 
marble  would  cost  less  than  split  granite,  and  no 
one  would  deny  but  that  it  would  be  more  beauti- 
ful to  the  eye,  in  a  public  building,  than  the  sand- 
stone used  in  the  Presidential  Mansion  and  this 
Capitol.  This  being  the  case,  he  desired  to  see  the 
building  for  the  Post  Office  Department  constructed 
of  marbje.  But  he  did  not  propose,  in  this  bill,  to 
make  it  imperative  en  the  architect  to  use  that  ma- 
terial. He  desired  to  avoid  debate,  and  with  that 
view  proposed  to  trust  the  President  of  the  United 
States  in  this  matter.  He  could  profit  by  the  infor- 
mation liMk  had  been  and  could  be  collected,  and 
would  select  the  best  material,  having  a  due  r^rd 
to  economy. 

Mr.  LINCOLN,  as  one  of  the  committee,  ex- 
pressed himself  entirely  content  with  the  amend 
ment. 

Mr.  TALIAFERRO  moved  to  amend  the 
amendment  by  striking  out,  in  the  second  section, 
all  aAer  the  words  "Be  it  enacted,*'  and  inserting 
a  provision  that  the  principal  material  of  which  the 
exterior  walls  shall  be  constructed  shall  be  the  same 
as  that  of  the  Presidents  House,  Capitol,  dkc  un- 
less a  cheaper  and  more  suitable  material  can  be 
procured. 

Afitr  a  few  words  from  Mr.  McKAY,  Mr.  TAL- 
IAFERRO with'^rew  his  propostition. 

Mr.  LINCOLN  stated  some  facts  in  relation  to 
the  injury  done  by  absorption  in  buildings  con- 
structed of  freestone. 

Mr.  WISE  was  opposed  to  leaving  so  wide  a 
discretion  in  the  President,  add  desired  that  the  bill 
should  state  specifically  the  material,  leni^th, 
breadth,  cost,  Ac.  He  was  in  favor  of  spending 
any  amount  of  money  on  the  Capitol,  for  that  was 
the  people's  House.  But  the  public  buildings 
should  be  merely  fire-proof  and  capacious;  he  wan- 
ted no  marble  palaces,  such  as. the  custom-house  at. 
New  York,  to  which  Mr.  W.  referred  particularly. 
He  desired  that  the  subject  should  be  postponed  un- 
til neat  session,  when  more  deliberate  action  miaht 
be  had.  ^ 

Mr.  W.  here  took  occasion  to  inquire  from  the 
members  of  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  what 
records  had  been  lost  and  what  destroyed  at  the 
burning  of  the  Post  Office,  dbcrfor  he  undeiatood 
that  the  Postmaster  General  could  not  or  would  not 
furnish  those  who  were  sued  by  the  Government 
with  a  statement  of  their  accounts. 

Mr.  CONNOR  referred  Mr.  Wise  to  the  report 
made  by  the  committee,  in  their  investigation  at  the 
time  into  the  circiimstances  of  the  fire,  and  which 
report  contained  an  account  of  the  books  saved. 

Mr.  WISE  expressed  his  gratification  that  it  was 
80.  All  he  wished  as  to  the  public  buildings  was, 
that  they  shonid  be  solid,  substantial,  and  of  Re- 
publican simplicity. 

Mr.  LINCOLN  urged  the  necessity  of  proceed- 
ing immediately  with  the  building,  and  alluded  Ui 
the  constant  exposure  to  which  all  the  records  of 
the  Department  were  hourly  erpoeed. 

Mr.  TALIAFERRO  made  a  few  remarks  ad- 
dressed to  the  advantage  of  freeatoae  over  granite 
on  the  score  of  eoonomy. 

Mr.  WISE  asked  the  gentlem^  from  New  York 
[BAr.  PaATTj  if  there  was  not  reason  to  believe  that 
there  were  at  present,  or  had  been  very  recently, 
the  grossest  frauds  practised  by  the  disbnreing 
agents  of  the  Government  in  erecting  public  build- 
ings here? 

Mr.  PRATT  said  something  hi  reply,  bat  not  a 
word  reached  the  ear  of  the  Reporter. 

Mr.  WISE  rejoined,  that  franda  wen  going  on 
at  the  rate  of  seven  or  eight  thousand  dollars,  in- 
stead of  sevn  or  eight  hnndrady  m  bnikUngs  now 


ereeliDg.  H«>aa  determined,  for  his  own  put 
he  would  not  appropriate  another  dollar  until  thcie 
frauds  were  examined  into.  Before  he  voted  mo- 
ney for  this  building,  he  must  know  the  dimensioos, 
cost,  Ac  of  the  building. 

Mr.  PRATT  said,  as  one  of  the  Committee  on 
Public  Buildings,  he  had  given  the  subject  matott 
consideration.    He  had  acted  in  the  same  maaaer 
as  if  he  were  acting  for  himself.  He  had  eonadend 
the  interest  of  the  Government  with  the  fane  r^ 
ferenoe  to  economy,  as  if  the  expenditure  was  to  be 
mad^  out  of  his  own  private  pocket.     It  wis  ap- 
parent to  all  that  we  needed  a  poet  office  buildisg, 
as  well  ^to  secure  the  public  archives  of  theeooa- 
try  from'  the-  dangera  ef  fire,  as  to  subeenre  the 
comfort   of  the    Depanment,   and  to  secure  the 
public    interest.       The     (3overameat    is   aov 
paying     for     the      building      in      use     moit 
than    |4,000   as   rent.      He   oonsideied  it  be* 
neath  the  dignity  of  the  American  people  to  be 
driven  to  the  neoeastty  of  renting  brick  and  eteo 
combuatible  buildings  to  carry  on  the  operttioBs  of 
the  Government,  and  leave  its  valuable  reeoidsto 
the  danger  of  Art,    Prndence,  if  we  have  no  feel- 
ing of  pride  upon  the  snbjea,  dictated  a  differeat 
course.    But  the  only  difference  of  opinien  seemed 
to    be    as    to     the     material     of    which   the 
building    should    be    oonstroctod.     He    hoped, 
for  the  honor  of  his  country,  no  more  sandstone 
would  he  built  by  the  Gorernment.    From  his  ex- 
perience, and  from  information  furnished,  the  bnild- 
ing could  be  built  of  more  durable  material,  saj 
marble  or  granite,  at  much  less  cost  than  this 
sandstone,   which    is   of  such   a    nature  that, 
without   it    be     saturated    with    paint,   at  aa 
enormous   expense,  tverj   two    or   three  yean, 
it  would  crumble  into  dust.     We   already  see 
some  parts  of  the  Capitol  very  much  impaired 
by  the  action  of  the  weather.     Bat  the  greatest 
objection  is  that  this  sandstone  absorbs  so  mnek 
water,  that  the  buildings  cannot  be  kept  in  a  fit 
condition  to  preserve  the  public  records.  Therefore, 
having  a  view  to  public  economy,  and  the  darabtU* 
ty  of  this  building,  I  do  hope  that  marble  or  granite 
will  be  adopted,      lie  hoped  the  appropriaiioa 
would  be  mide  immediately,  as  we  have  broogbt 
many  mechanics  here,  and  thought  it  the  doty  of 
the  Government  to  keep  them  employed.    Sohm 
gentlemen  had  called  for  an  estimate.    He  would 
furnish  the  one  handed  to  the  committee  by  the  ar- 
chitect: 
3,500  perches  of  foundation  atone,  (laid,) 

at  #4  -  -  -  -    #10.000 

4,850,000  bricks,  (laid    in    walls   and 

arches,)  at  |90  -  -  -      97,600 

9,000  tons  of  granite,  at  #5         -  -     45,000 

Working  the  same,  say  80,000  feet,  at 

30  cents  -  .  •  -     S4,000 

Setting  cut  stone  «  .  .       9,0QO 

Flagging  corridors,  dbc.  with  stone  -       5,00Q 

Exira  work  on  portico  and  stepn  -       8,000 

Cut-stone  work  inside    -  .  -      10,000 

Carpentera'  work,  roof,  centering,  win*^ 

dows,  and  doora  ...  I^i^ 
Blacksmiths' work         -     .     -  -       ^.WO 

Piumbera«s  work,  coppering  roof  j  Ac.  -  9J)00 
Painters  and  glaziers,  and  glaaa  -       4,M0 

Plasterers' worlc  -  -  -      l^f» 

Finiriiing  to  sub-baaement  or  oellais  -  3,$00 
Buikling  privies,  enclosing  lot,  dke.  -  <MMO 
Contingendee,  snperintendeneey  dec      -     91,011 

Total       -  -  >  #980,001 

— '-^ 

The  debate  was  Airther  continiied  (about  the 
material  for  the  new  Post  Office)  by  Mtan* 
BANKS,  MBRCS^and  PRATT,  when  ito 
amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  PETRIKIN  moved  a  fortlier  ameidmeaii 
limiting  the  whole  expenditure  for  the  Poit  OSm 
buikling  to  |I50,000.   ' 

Mr.  NAYLOR  opposed  diis  amendmlent  aa  pie* 
;  cipitate. 

Mr.  PETRIKIN  inquired  what  was  the  estimaH 
for  the  whole  expense? 

Mr.  LINCOLN  ezpiained»  and  coneli»M  fef - 
stating  that  the  probable  coat  would  not  exofi^m 
;aU^f9M,000. 
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Hr,  PBTJtIKIN  ibereopon  modiAed  his  amead- 
■eat  aoas  to  fix  that  sam  as  a  mazimma. 

After  a  remooatranee  by  Messn.  CAMBRE* 
LENG  and  W.  C.  JOHNSON  against  fttither  de- 

The  qnesttoo  vas  taken,  and  the  amendment  re» 
jeeted. 

After  fnfther  oonyersation  betvecn  Messrs. 
WISBaad  PRATT, 

Mr.  RENCHER  moTrd  an  amendment  proyi- 
ding  that  not  more  than  one  architect  shoakl  be 
eoplojed. 

ThecDnnt  being  made  on  its  adoption,  the  com- 
mittee was  found  to  be  without  a  qnomm. 

A/ler  yarioos  motions,  the  committee  rose,  and 
fepoffted  that  fact  to  the  lioaae. 

A  call  of  the  Heoae  was  moTed,  and  negatived 
b^  jcas  53,  naytf  60;  when  a  qnomm  beiag  pre- 
nat,  Mr.  Ikoiah  resvmed  the  chair  of  the  Com- 
ninee  of  the  Whole. 

And  the  amendment  of  Mr.  RsNCHsa  was  adop- 
ted. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  EVANS,  the  committee  took 
op  a  biil  for  the  erection  of  military  works  on  onr 
Nonheastem  frontier:  (it  appropriatea  to  that  ob- 
ject |tOO,OM.) 

Mr,  JOHNSON  of  Miiryland  inqaired  what 
vas  meant  by  the  phrase  ^'military  vorks*"  in  the 

Mr.  McKAY,  chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
MDitary  Affairs,  explained  ibe  (rooDds  of  the  bill. 
Mr.*  JOHNSON  ihea  wenr  ar  length  into  a  speech 
in  hivot  of  the  erection  of  a  (Jiiited  States  armory 
for  the  founding  of  cannon,  in  which  he  dwelt 
widi  great  earnestness  on  the  nnproirided  slate  of 
oar  fortifications,  and  urged  the  necessity  of  mea- 
mresto  arm  them,  as  well  on  the  .seaboard  as  on 
our  inland  frontiers.  He  quoted  the  report  of  the 
Oidnanee  Bureau,  from  which  it  appeared  that 
1,17B  guns  were  needed  to  man  new  forts  already 
erected,  3,578  for  works  in  a  process  of  construc- 
tioB,  782  for  forts  now  rebuilding,  3,606  for  oilier 
wnds  projected,  but  not  yet  commenced;  making,  in 
an,  13,320  pieces  of  ordnance,  exclusive  of  what 
were  needed  for  the  navy. 

He  then  stated  the  guns  now  on  hard,  which 
were  1,000  heavy  cannon  and  mortars,  not  much, 
more  than  half  of  which  were  fit  for  use;  935  in 
fona,  1,319  in  depot,  150  under  contract  to  be  ca.si; 
making  in  alt  3,3D4;  thus  leaving  a  deficit  of  11,017 
pieees,  aside  from  the  navy  and  field  trains. 

He  stated  the  condition  of  the  goos  now  mounted 
in  onr  forts  ^he  want  of  new  mortars  similar  to 
those  used  by  the  French  in  the  late  siege  and  de- 
■Mlition  of  the  Castle  of  St.  Juan  de  Uloa,  in  Mex- 
ico; and  the  introduction  of  similar  mortars  into  the 
British  service.  He  then  quoted  the  recommenda- 
tions of  an  armory  by  various  Presidents,  and  urged 
the  measure  with  much  zeal. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENQ  moved  for  the  rising  of 
the  oommiitee;  which  motion  prevailing,  the  com- 
mittee thereupon  rose,  and  reported  the  bills  which 
had  been  acted  upon  to  the  House;  which,  at  about 
hadf  past  ]  1,  thereupon  adjourned. 

IN  SENATE, 
Thurtoat,  February  28, 1839. 

The  PRESIDENT  submitted  a  communication 
from  the  Secretary  of  War,  in  compliance  with  a 
reaolntioii  of  the  Senate  of  the  13th  inst  in  relation 
to  the  mode  of  fumijihing  supplies  for  the  Indian 
I>epartment,  which  was  laid  on  the  table,  and  or- 
doed  to  be  printed. 

Also,  a  communication  from  the  Secretary  of 
War,  transmitting  a  communication  from  the  Com- 
missioner on  Indian  Affairs  relative  to  the  number 
and  description  of  persons  employed  as  agents  by 
tte  Indian  oflice;  which  was  laid  on  the  table,  and 
oidered  to  be  printed. 

Also,  a  communication  from  the  Treasury  De- 
panmenty  in  answer  to  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  of 
the  SIsr  instant;  which  was  laid  on  'the  table,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

Also,  a  ommnoication  from  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  in  relation  to  ihe  operations  of  the  bran-,  h 
Ainte;  which  was  laid  on  the  lable^  and  ordered  to 
be  printed. 

AJscs  a  eonimiiBickii^  firom  Uie  flacielary.  of  the 
Treaaiiry»  txansmitiing  a  letter  from  the  Regiaier 


and  Receiver  at  St.JStephen8,  Alabama;  which  was 
laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS  of  Mississippi  presented  the 
joint  resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of  Mississippi 
on  the  subject  of  certain  mail  routes;  which  were 
laid  on  the  tabfe,  and  order  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  NICHOLAS,  from  the  Committee  on  In- 
dian Affairs,  to  which  had  been  referred  the  docu- 
ments relating  to  the  claim  of  Hency  Funkhouser, 
and  the  memorial  of  the  Stxkbridge  Indians,  asked 
to  be  discharged  from  the  further  consideration 
thereof;  which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  BROWN,  from  the  Committee  on  Revola- 
tlonary  Claims,  to  which  was  referred  the  memorial 
of  Job  Whipple,  and  the  petition  of  the  heirs  of 
Thomas  West,  severally  asked  to  be  dischai^d 
from  the  farther  consideration  thereof;  which  was 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  HUBBARD,  from  the  Committee  on 
Claims,  to  which  was  referred  the  petition  of  Gil- 
bert B.  Stalker  and  N.  B.  Hill,  asked  to  be  dis- 
charged frooi  the  further  consideration  thereof; 
which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  BENTON,  from  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs,  to  which  was  referred  various  memorials 
from  offilcers  of  the  line  of  the  army,  praying  equa- 
lization of  pay  with  the  officers  of  the  staff,  made  a 
report  thereon,  that  the  request  of  the  petitioners 
was  reasonable  and  ought  to  be  granted,  but  that 
the  presenfwas  not  a  favorable  time  to  accomplish 
the  object:  the  report  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  SEVIER,  from  the  Comroittee  on  Indian 
Affairs,  to  which  was  referred  the  petition  of  a 
number  of  half  breeds  of  the  Sac  and  Fox  Indians, 
asked  to  be  discharged  from  the  forther  considera- 
tion thereof;  which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  S.  from  the  same  committee,  to  which  was 
referred  an  act  for  the  relief  of  the  Brothertown 
Indians,  reported  the  same  without  amendment. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN,  from  the  Committee  on  Fiv 
reign  Relations,  to  which  was  referred  the  Presi- 
dent's Message,  and  accompanying  documents,  in 
relation  to  the  existing  difUcuIties  on  the  North- 
eastern frontier,  made  a  rejfbrt  thereon,  which  was 
read,  as  follows:  ^ 

The  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations,  to  which 
was  referred  the  Messages  of  the  President  of 
the  United  States  of  the  26ih  and  the  27th  insl. 
and  the  accompanying  documents,  in  relation  to 
the  existing  difficulties  on  the  Northeastern  fron- 
tier of  the  United  States,  report  the  following 
resolutions,  and  recommend  ibeir  adoption  by 
the  Senate: 

Bstolvtd^  That  the  Senate  can  discover  no  trace, 
throughout  the  long  correspondence  which  has  been 
submitted  to  them,  between  the  Governments  of 
Great  Britain  and  the  United  States,  of  any  under- 
standing, express  or  implied,  much  less  of  any 
"explicit  agreement,'*  such  as  is  now  alleged,  that 
Ihe  territory  in  dispute  between  them  on  the  North- 
eastern bonndary  of  the  latter,  shall  be  placed  and 
remain  under  the  exclusive  jaru^diction  of  her  tki' 
tannic  Majesty's  Government  until  the  settlement 
of  the  question;  on  the  contrary,  it  appears  that 
there  was,  and  is,  a  clear  subsisting  undersianding 
between  the  parties,  under  which  they  have  both 
acted,  that,  until  ihis  question  shall  be  finally  deter^ 
mined,  each  of  them  .«hall  refrain  from  the  exer- 
cise of  jurisdiction  over  any  portion  of  the  disputed 
territory,  except  such  parts  of  it  as  may  have  been 
in  the  actual  possession  of  the  one  or  the  other 
party. 

JRcioleed,  That  whilst  the  United  States  are 
bound,  in  good  faith,  to  comply  with  this  under- 
standing, during  the  pendency  of  negotiations,  the 
Senate  cannot  perceive  that  the  State  of  Maine 
has  violated  the  spirit  of  it  by  merely  sending,  un- 
der the  authority  of  the  Legislature,  her  land  agent, 
with  a  sufficient  force,  into  the  disputed  territory, 
for  the  sole  purpose  of  expelling  lawless  trespassers 
engaged  in  impairing  its  value  by  cutting  down  the 
timber;  both  parties  having  a  common  right,  and 
being  bound  by  a  common  duty,  to  expel  such  in- 1 
truder?  from  a  territory  to  which  each  claims  title, 
faking  care,  however,  to  rehire  within  their  acknow- 
ledged limits  when  this  single  object  shall  have  been 
accomplished. 

Baohedy  That  should  her  Britannic  Majesty's 
Gk>vemmenty  in  violation  of  the  dear  undexstand- 


ing  between'the  parties,  penist  ipcairving  its  avow- 
ed determination  into  exeention,  and  attempt,  by 
military  force,  to  assume  ezclubive  jurisdiction 
over  the  disputed  territory,  all  of  which,  they  firm- 
ly beliere,  rightfully  belongs  to  the  State  of  Maine, 
the  exigency,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Senate,  will  then 
have  occurred,  rendering  it  the  imperatire  doty  of 
the  President,  under  the  Constitution  and  the  laws, 
to  call  forth  the  militia,  and  employ  the  military 
force  of  the  United  States,  for  the  purpose  of  re- 
pelling such  an  invasion.  And  in  this  event,  the 
Senate  will  cordially  cooperate  with  and  sustain 
the  President  in  defending  the  rights  of  the  country. 

Resohedj  That  should  the  British  authorities  re- 
frain from  attemping  a  military  occupation  of  the 
territory  in  dispute,  and  from  enforcing  their  claim 
to  exclusive  jurisdiction  over  it  by  arms,  that  then, 
in  the  opinion  of  the  Senate,  the*  State  of  Maine 
ought,  on  her  part,  to  pursue  a  course  of  similar 
forbearance.  And  shotild  she  refuse  to  do  so,  and 
determine  to  settle  the  controversy  for,  herself  by 
force,  the  adjustment  of  which  is  intrusted  under 
the  Constitution  to  the  Federal  Government,  in 
such  an  event  there  will  be  no  oblisration  imposed 
on  that  Government  to  sustain  her  by  military  aid. 

The  report  was  ordered  to  be  printed,  and  made 
the  special  order  for  to-morrow. 

Mr.  WALL,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Libra- 
ry, reported  a  joint  resolution  for  the  distribution  of 
the  Madison  papers;  which  was  read  and  ordered 
to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  WALKER,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Public  Lands,  to  which  was  referred  an  act  grant- 
ing to  the  Territory  of  Iowa,  a  quantity  of  land 
for  the  erection  of  public  buildings,  reported  the 
same  without  amendment. 

Mr.  W.  also,  from  the  same  committee,  to  which 
was  referred  the  joint  resolution  for  the  relief  of 
Edwaid  Beatty,  reported  the  same  without  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  submitted  a  resolution  for  the 
distribution  of  certain  books;  which  was  ordered  to 
lie  on  the  table  and  be  printed. 

Mr.  CLAY  of  Alabama  submitted  the  following 
resolution,  which  was  agreed  to: 

Raohedf  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be  instrbct- 
ed  to  report  to  the  Senate,  at  the  commencement  of 
the  session  in  December  next,  or  as  soon  thereafter 
as  may  be,  what  measures  have  been  taken  since 
the  last  report  of  Messrs.  Crawford  and  Baich,  in 
settling  the  claims  of  the  purohasers  of  reservations 
growing  out  of  the  treaty  of  1839,  and  particularly 
what  further  action  has  been  had.  or  may  before 
that  time  yet  be  bad,  on  the  contract  of  J.  C.  Wat- 
son and  Co.  as  conditionally  ratified  by  the  late 
President  of  the  United  States,  and  upon  the  as- 
sents of  the  individual  reservees  to  that  cotitract, 
purporting  to  have  been  taken  by  Captain  John 
Page,  what  charges  have  been  made  impeaching 
those  assents,  together  with  the  evidmce  filed  thtre- 
on.  Also,  copies  of  all  correspondence  on  the  sub- 
ject of  referring  said  contract  to  the  examination  of 
a  commissioner  or  com  mission  ers,  with  the  instruc- 
tions given  to  said  commissioner,  and  his  decision 
thereon,  as  to  the  legality  of  ^id  contract  under  th^ 
treaty,  and  the  validity  of  the  assents  so  taken,  par- 
ticularly whether  any  assents  purporting  to  be 
signed  by  the  original  reservees,  and  that  he  furnish 
a  list  of  the  reservees  whose  lands  are  included  in 
the  Watson  contracts,  and  who  are  marked  on  the 
register  of  the  certifying  agents  as  being  dead;  and 
also  a  list  of  those  Indians  entitled  to  reservations 
who  died  and  were  killed  in  the  Florida  war,  and 
of  those  who  died  on  the  route  from  Alabama  to 
their  destination  west  of  the  Mississippi,  as  appears 
from  the  report  of  the  officers  in  charge  of  the  diffe- 
rent emigrating  parties. 

Ruolved,  further,  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be 
instructed  to  issue  no  patent  in  confirmation  of  the 
Watson  contract,  nor  to  make  any  final  decision 
adverseto  private  claimants,  and  in  favor  of  said 
contract,  until  the  report  required  in  the  preceding 
resolution  shall  be  submitted  to  the  examination  of 
the  Senate. 

The  bill  to  revive  and  continue  in  force  the  act 
providing  for  the  issue  of  Treasury  notes,  came  up 
on  its  third  reading.  -  ' 

Mr.  WEBSTER  rose  to  n^^ke  an  inquiry  of 
Mr.  WaieBT,  whether  there  wa^  any  intention  of 
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selling  the  remaining  bonddae  by  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States,  gave  it  unhesitatingly  as  his  opinion 
that  the  sale  of  the  second  bond  was  not  only  per- 
fectly legal,  bnt  a  judicious  proceeding.  He 
thought,  moreover,  that  the  manner  in  which  the 
faads  had  been  disbursed  had  a  considerable  agency 
in  the  resumption  of  specie  payments. 

The  bill  was  passed  without  a  division. 

On  motioft  by  Mr.  WRIGHT,  the  Senate  took 
up  the  bill  making  appropriations  for  the  support 
of  the  army  for  ihe  year  1839. 

After  some  amendments  had  been  made — 

Mr.  WEBSTER  offered  an  amendment  appro- 
priating the  sum  of  9272,000  in  payment  for  the 
services  of  the  Massachusetts  militia  during  the  last 
war  with  Great  Britain. 

After  a  short  discussion,  in  which  Messrs. 
WRIGHT,  WEBSTER  and  DAVIS  took  part, 
the  amendment  was  rejected — ^yeas  17,  nays  18. 

AAer  the  adoption  of  several  other  amendments, 
the  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate,  and  Mr.  DA- 
VIS renewed  the  motion  of  Mr.  WsBnTa,  and  it 
was  decided  in  the  affirmative — ^yeas  19,  nays  16, 
as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Bayard,  Clayton,  Crittenden, 
Davis,  Foster,  Knight,  Linn,  Merrick,  Norvell, 
Frenti5s,  Preston,  Robblns,  Ragles,  Smith  of  In- 
diana, Swift,  Tallmadge,  Webster,  White,  and 
Williams  of  Maine— 19. 

NAYS — ^MessnE.  Allen,  Benton,  Buchanan,  Cal- 
houn," Clay  of  Alabama,  Cuthbert,  Fulton,  Hub- 
bard, King,  Lyon,  Nicholas,  Niles,  Roane,  Smith 
of  Connecticut,  Williams  of  Mississippi,  Wright, 
and  Young— 16. 

So  the  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  amendments  were  then  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed. 

The  following  bills  from  Che  House  of  Repre- 
aentatives  were  read  a  third  time  and  passed: 

Rpsolution'for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  Captain 
Frederick  M.  Btll,  deceased. 

Resolution  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  Charles 
Brown,  deceased. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Archibald  S.  Hunter. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  Louisville  Savings 
Institution. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  Springfield  Manufac- 
turing Company. 

An  act  authorizing  a  grant  of  bounty  land  to  the 
heirs  of  Bennet  Shorley. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representatives 
of  Charles  S.  Walsh. 

An  act  for  the  i%lief  of  JobnH.  Pease. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Frederick  Frey  and  Co. 

An  act  to  authorize  the  issuing  of  a  register  to 
Anthony  C.  Meneghetty,  for  the  sloop  Sarah. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  John  Randolph  Clay. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  John  Whitsitt. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Robert  Murray. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Jonathan  Boone. 

Resolution  for  the  relief  of  Abraham  Wright. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  James  Madison. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Samuel  Dickerson. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Nathaniel  H.  Hooe. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  John  Wiley  and  Jeffer- 
son Greer. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Messrs.  Smith  and  Towne. 

An  act  fbr  the  relief  of  Levi  Chadwick. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Daniel  Malone. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Tilford  Taylor. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Wm.  W.  Stevenson  and 
Joseph  Henderson. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  John  Davlin. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  HlnerStigermire. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representativeB 
of  Nathan^Sage. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Nathaniel  Mitchell. 
'  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Wm.   Colt   and   Wm. 
Donaldson. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  John  E.  Alexander. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  McClelland  and 
James  Smith. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Jesse  E.  Dow. 

«ct  for  the  relief  of  certain  heirs  and  legal 
Aft  •.       ■-•s  of  James  Wilson, 
repreaentaii*.        ,iief  of  Thomas  T. Triplett 

An  act  for  the  tw.      ,-.^  '^ 

Th$  Senate  then  adjow.     * 


HOUSE  OP  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Thursday,  February  28,  1839. 

The  first  business  in  order  was  the  motion  to 
print  the  report  and  docaments  brought  in  by  the 
select  committee  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  char- 
acter, dte.  of  Virginia  bounty  warrants. 

The  pending  question  was  on  the  motion  to 
print. 

Mr.  BRIQGS,  with  a  view  of  saving  time,  re- 
quested the  gentlemen,  who  objected  to  the  printing 
of  the  report,  to  allow  it  to  be  printed,  with  the 
replicatory  papers,  viz.  a  report  of  the  Virginia 
Legislature,  and  of  the  marshal  of  that  State. 

Mr.  MALLORY  said  he  would  make  no  bar- 
gain. 

Mr.  BRIGGS  then  gave  a  brief  account  of  the 
proceedings  of  the  committee,  and  their  labors,  and 
moved  the  printing  of  5,000  extra  copies.* 

Mr.  MALLORY  opposed  the  printing,  and 
made  some  complaints  of  the  course  of  the  com- 
mittee. 

Mr.  WISE  called  for  the  reading  of  the  report, 
which  was  ordered,  and  itv  reading,  without  being 
concluded,  occupied  ihe  whole  of  the  remaing  part 
of  the  morning  hour. 

Mr.  THOMAS,  on  leave,  submitted  the-foUow- 
ing  resolution: 

Rttohedf  That  the  Committee  on  Aocounts  be 
instructed  to  settle  and  certify  the  accounts  of  the 
members  of  the  committee  appointed  to  investigate 
the  defalcation  of  Samuel  Swartwout,  and  others, 
on  the  same  principles  as  those  of  the  committee 
which  investigated  the  affairs  of  the  late  Bank  of 
the  United  States. 

The  resolution  was  read,  and  agreed  to  without 
a  division. 

Mr.  S.  W.  MORRIS  had  risen  in  the  meanwhile 
and  addressed  the  Cei^ia,  but  was  not  heard.  Mr. 
M.  then  requested  some  gentleman  to  move  a  vote 
of  reconsideration,  as  an  act  of  justice  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Accounts. 

Mr.  DE  GRAFF  accordingly  made  that  motion. 

Mr.  JOHNSON  of  Virginia  said  the  committee 
had  investigated  ih»  matter,  and  had  come  to  the 
conclusion  that  these  allowances  onght  not  to  be 
made.  He  hoped  the  question  would,  at  least,  be 
postponed  till  to-morrow,  as  the  resolution  had  ta- 
ken him  by  surprise,  for  Mr.  J.  was  satisfied  he 
could  convince  the  House  they  ought  not  to  pass  it 

The  House  refused  to  reconsider — ayes  56, 
noes  67. 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  the  orders  of  the 
day. 

NORTHERN  FRONTIER. 

The  bill  making  an  appropriation  for  the  protect 
tion  of  the  Northern  frontier  coming  up  on  its  third 
reading, 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  moved  to  strike  out  the 
words  "  or  volunteers,'*  as  toe  act  authoriKing  the 
employment  of  that,  force  by  the  President  had 
expired. 

Mf.  FILLMORE  suggested  whether  that  descrip- 
tion of  force  might  not  become  indispensable,  and 
the  President  might  be  authorized,  by  the  retention 
of  those  words,  to  call  them  out. 

Mr.  McKAY  desired  the  adoption  of  the  amend- 
ment for  that  reason. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG,  however,  withdrew  the 
amendment,  and  the  bill  was  passed. 
FLORIDA  WAR. 

The  bill  making  appropriations  for  preventing 
and  suppressing  Indian  hostilities  for  1839  then 
came  up  on  its  third  reading. 

Mr.  BELL  renewed  the  following  amendment, 
moved  by  him  in  comniittee: 

f  For  paying  the  value  of  the  horses  and  equi- 
page of  the  Tennessee  and  other  volunteers  whe 
have  at  any  time  been  in  the  service  of  the  United 
States  in  the  Tenitory  of  Florida,  and  which  were 
turned  over  to  the  Ghivemment  by  the  order  of  the 
commanding  general,  or  other  commanding  officer, 
said  value  to  be  ascertained  by  the  appraisement 
of  said  value  when  the  volunteers  entered  the  ser- 
vice, 152,000. 

**And  the  previsions  of  acts  approved  and  in 
force  at  various  periods  since  1813,  authorizing 
payment  for  horses  lost  in  the  service  of  the  United 
States  by  rangers,  militiai  and  volunteers,   an 


hereby  revived  and  extended  for  two  years,  ftttm 
and  after  the  passage  of  this  act,  sad  under  tbs 
action  of  the  Third  Auditor  shall  be  deemed  to 
embrace  all  cases  not  already  satisfied,  of  hones 
lost  to  their  owners  in  service  ju  afoieBsid,ia 
battle  or  otherwise,  where  due  care  and  diligenos 
be  rendered  manifest  on  the  part  of  the  owner; 
and  whether,  if  the  death  or  loss  of  rangers*  hones 
shall  have  occurred  for  want  of  forage,  juid  it 
places  when  acting  in  obedience  to  the  ordera  of 
commanding  officers,  forage  could  not  have  beoi 
procured  by  proper  diligence  on  the  part  of  the 
owner." 

Mr.  RUSSELL  renewed  his  amendment  to  the 
amendment  of  Mr.  Bxll,  by  adding  thereto  the 
following: 

**No  payment,  however,  shall  be  made  for  hofsn 
or  other  property  lost  or  destroyed,  when  the  Ion 
or  destruction  shall  have  been  occasioned  by  the 
fault  or  neglect  of  the  owner,  or  when,  by  the  | 
terms  of  the  contract,  the  risk  was  upon  the  ovaer  ' 
of  the  property.  And  the  valuation,  when  home 
have  been  turned  over  to  the  Government,  shall  be 
made  at  the  time  they  were  turned  over. 

Mr.  TURNEY  warmly  opposed  the  propositioa 
of  Mr.  R.  and  supported  the  original  amendmenu 

After  some  farther  remarks  (iom  Menn. 
THOMPSON  and  DOWNING, 

Mr.  BELL  accepted  the  first  branch  of  thfr 
amendment  as  a  modification;  but  the  second,  he 
saio,  would  have  the  effect  of  defeating  the  whole. 

After  a  few  further  remarks  from  Mr.  CHAM- 
BERS, the  last  branch  of  Mr.  Russsll^  aiftend- 
ment  was  rejected. 

Mr.  GRENNELL  opposed  the  amendmeatof 
Mr.  Bell,  and  entreated  the  House  to  put  it  off  till 
next  session,  and  not,  thus  in  the  dark,  vote  solaife 
a  draft  upon  the  Treasury  without  having  the  fads 
or  any  investigation. 

Mr.  RUSSELL  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays, 
but  they  were  refused,  and  the  amendment  wsb 
agreed  to — ayes  81,  noes  61. 

Mr.  GRANTLAND  renewed  the  amendnieBt 
submitted  by  him  in  Committee  of  the  Whole  last 
night,  for  refunding  to  the  State  of  Georgia,  for  pty 
and  subsistence  of  the  troops  called  into  service  }ff 
that  State  to  drive  the  Indians  from  the  Okefenoke 
swamp,  185,323. 

After  a  few  remarks  in  oppoaition  to  it  by  Mr* 
MASON  of  Ohio- 
Mr.  PETRIKIN  demanded  the  jpreviousquntioa 
on  the  bill;  which  was  seconded  and  carried. 

Mr.  OWENS  begged  the  genUeman  to  withdraw 
it,  but  Mr.  P.  refused. 

The  bill  was  then  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

Mn  CAMBRELENG  asked  leave  to  snbmU  a 
resolution  to  rescind  the  16ih  Joint  Rule  of  the  tvo 
houses,  which  provides  that  no  bill  can  be  sent  from 
one  branch  to  the  other  for  concarrenoe,  within  the 
last  three  days  of  thejBession,  be  suspended,  so  lat 
as  regards  the  above  two  bills. 

Objection  being  made,  Mr.  G.  moved  a  suspen- 
sion of  the  rules,  which  was  agreed  to,  and  the  res- 
olution being  before  the  House, 

Mr.  RICE  GARLAND  moved  to  include  the 
bill  to  provide  for  taking  the  6th  censoa. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  accepted  this  as  a  modifi- 
cation. 

Mr.  SHERROD  WILUAMS  moved  to  strike 
out  all  limitation. 

Mr.  PICKENS  protested  against  the  adoption  of 
this  amendment,  for  those  who  had  the  physical 
force  would  then  pass  what  bills  they  pleased. 

Mr.  SHIELDS  demanded  the  pevious  qnetiioo; 
which  being  seconded  and  carried,  the  resolution  ss 
modified  was  agrred  to. 

MAINE  BOUNDARY. 

Mr.  HOWARD,  on  leave,  from  the  Comimitt» 
on  Foreign  Affairs,  reported  a  bill  giving  to  the 
President  of  the  United  States  additional  powen 
for  the  defence  of  the  United  Stales  in  certain  eases 
against  invasion,  and  for  other  parpoeen  whieh 
was  read  twice. 

The  bill  was  accompanied  by  a  report,  which 
was  read  on  the  call  of  Mr.  L.EQARB.  They 
were  as  follows: 

The  Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs,  to  whiflh 
have  been  referred  two  messages  from  the  Presided 
of  Ihe  United  States,  endoaiigniiidiyp^eiairiil^  . 
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iog  to  tbedistarbances  upon  the  Aroostook  river,  in 
the  State  of  Maine,  report: 

That  they  have  examined  the  papers  sabmitled 
to  them  by  the  Hoo^e  with  great  care,  and  wUl  of- 
fer soch  reflections  upon  them  as  the  limited  time 
for  the  preparation  of  this  report  will  admit.  The 
reiy  oear  approach  of  the  termination  of  the  pre- 
flest  Congress,  and  the  desire  of  the  committee  that 
ts  much  time  as  possible  should  be  afforded  to  the 
House  for  the  ezamiualion  of  4he  bill  herewith  re- 
ported, are  considerations  of  such  a  powerful  na- 
tare,  that  some  incidental  matters,  connected  with 
tbesobjeet,  cannot  be  fully  investigated.  The  main 
poiats,  however,  of  the  controversy,  are  not  nu- 
jBeroos,  and  upon  them  the  opinion  of  the  commit- 
tee is  clear  and  decided.  The  position  assumed  by 
the  President  in  his  message,  is  correct,  and  ought 
to  be  sustained,  if  necessary,  by  the  legislative 
power  of  GoBgiess. 

It  is  well  known  that  an  informal  arrangement 
or  nnderstanding  has  existed,  for  many  years  past, 
between  the  United  Stares  and  Great  Britain,  re- 
lating to  the  territory  in  dispute  between  them,  and 
having  for  its  object  the  avoidance  of  clashing  an- 
tborities,  calculated  to  endanger  the  peace  of  the 
two  nations.    The  committee  have  not  time  to  give 
a  Retailed  and  historicKl  statement  of  the  origin  and 
progress  of  this  arrangement,  the  ejc.i  mi  nation  of 
which  might  perhai»  elucidate  the  cau  -:  of  the 
strange  error  into  which  th^  British  (Sovemment  is 
represented  by  its  agents  in  this  country  to  have 
h\\ep  with  respect  to  its  provisions.    Suffice  it  to 
say,  that  it  never  appears  to  have  gone  further,  in 
its  greatest  extent,  than  to  adopt  the  basis  of  the 
Sii  pomdetUf"  leaving  each  party  to  the  continued 
ezeretse  of  the  jurisdiction  which  it  had  previously 
maintained  in  practice.    The  idea  which  is  occa- 
sionally suggested  in  some  of  the  British  documents, 
that,  prior  to  the  peace  of  1783,  the  Government  of 
Great  Bntain  was  in  possession  of  the  whole  coun- 
try, and,  therefore,  that  this  constructive  possession 
laust  be  considered  as  continuing  until  she  is  di- 
vested of  it  with  her  own  consent,  is  one  which 
the  United  States  can  never  sanction,  or  even  listen 
to,  without  stroiig  repugnance.    It  implies  that  the 
perple  of  the  United  Slates  hold  their  country  by  a 
grant  from  the  British  Crown,  made  in  the  treaty 
of  171^3 — a  doctrine  which  was  successfully  resist- 
ed by  the  ministers  of   the  United  States,  even 
when   It    was  advanced  by  remote    implication, 
prior  to  the  signature  of  that  treaty,  by  their  refusing 
to  treat  with  the  British  ministers  until  their  creden- 
tials were  changed.    At  a  subsequent  period  of  our 
h'atoTy,  the  same  doctrine  was  advanced  in  argn- 
flkent;  and  at  that  period,  also,  was,  as  it  must  ever 
-be,  met  with  instant  contradiction.    The  peAple  of 
the  Unl'ed  States  hold  their  country  by  virtue  of 
the  declaration  of  the  4th  July,  1776;  and  the  treaty 
of  1783  did  nothing  more  than  arrange  the  boun- 
dary lines  between  the  two  natipns,  ind<*pendent  of 
each  other  in  fact  and  in  right.      So  far,  therefore, 
a&  the  claim  of  Great   Britain  to  the  jurisdiction 
over  the  unsettled  parts  of  Maine  is  founded  upon 
the  twice  exploded  theory  that  she  is  the  rightful 
sovereign  of  all  that  she  ha^  not  granted  away,  it 
cannot  be  submitted  to^wiihout  sacrifices  of  honor, 
which  the  American  nation  never  will  make. 

When  the  discussion  became  active  between  the 
two  Governments,  as  to  their  respective  rights  to 
the  territory  now  in  dispute,  the  greater  part  of  it 
was,  and  indeed  still  remains,  uninhabited  by  per- 
manent settlers.  Here  and  there  a  small  seule- 
ment  could  te  found,  consisting  in  some  cases  of  a 
single  house,  and  in  others  of  more  than  one,  placed 
neai  each  other  for  the  convenience  of  the  inhabit- 
ants. The  extent  of  the  arrangement  between  the 
two  Governments  does  not  appear,  as  construed 
by  the  American  Government,  to  have  gone  further 
t^n  the  recognition  of  the  jurisdiction  of  each  ovef 
the  people  and  lands  then  operated  upon  by  it.  I 
these  inhabitants  had  taken  out  the  titles  to  their 
lands  from  either  one  Government  or  the  other,  and 
were  in  the  habit  of  resorting  to  its  judicial  autho- 
rity for  the  preservation  of  order,  then  ihey  were  to 
continneso  to  do  notil  ih«*  queMion  of  ultimate  ovvn- 
eiship  sboaldbe  finally  decided  i&  some  mode  sads- 
facrory  to  both  Governments.  The  propriety  of  this 
arrangement  will  not  be  questioned  by  the  committee. 
If  it  left  to  the  British  Government  the  jariadietioa 


over  the  inhabitants  along  the  military  road  which 
leads  from  Halifax  to  Cluebec,  and  thereby  furnished 
it  with  a  motive  for  procrastinating  the  controversy, 
inasmuch  as  it  continued  in  the  enjoyment  ef  nearly 
all  that  rendered  the  countiy  valuable  as  a  British 
possession,  it  also  furnished  a  strong  proof  of  the 
desire  of  the  American  Government  to  deal  fairly 
and  liberally  with  its  antagonist  in  the  aigument. 
Demonstrating,  in  this  conclusive  manner,  that  it 
was  not  influenced  by  a  captious  spirit  of  discon- 
tent, the  Government  of  the  United  States  derived 
from  this  state  of  the  case  a  right  to  appeal  to  the 
British  Government  to  expedite  the  final  adjustment 
of  the  controversy,  and  to  claim,  in  the  mean  time, 
the  full  benefit,  on  its  part,  of  an  arrangmement 
which,  perhaps, gave  to  its  adversary  more  than  an 
equal  share  of  advantages.  But  the  arrangement 
has  been  entirely  misunderstood  or  misconstrued, 
if  the  Lieutenant  GOvemor  of  New  Brunswick  be 
correct  in  his  exposition  of  the  orders  under  which 
he  is  acting.  The  United  States  never  did,  and 
never  can,  consent  that  the  exclusive  jurisdiction 
of  the  whole  territory  in  dispute  shall  be  consigned 
to  the  care  of  any  officer  of  the  British  Govern- 
ment. The  pretension  now  advanced  is  as  unrea- 
sonable in  itself  as  it  is  unsustained  by  any  agree- 
ment between  the  two  Governments.  Supposing 
that  the  parties  to  the  controversy  stand  upon  an 
equal  footing  as  to  their  rights,  (and  there  is  none 
other  in  the  case,  except  the  inadmissible  one  for^ 
merly  alludtd  to,)  the  United  States  have  as  much 
reason  to  expect  that  Great  Britain  will  yield  to 
them  the  exclusive  jurisdiction  of  the  whole  of  the 
contested  territory,  together  with  the  care  and  cus- 
tody of  the  timber  and  other  pablic  property,  as 
she  has  to  require  from  us  such  an  extravagant 
concession.  On  the  part  of  the  United  States,  it 
has  never  been  claimed  or  asked,  as  far  as  the 
committee  are  informed;  and  the  true  positi»n  of 
the  President  now  is,  that  he  resists  the  application 
of  a  principle,  which  no  Executive  of  this  country 
ever  adopted  as  his  guide.  It  has  not  been  asked 
of  Great  Britain,  nor  can  it  be  submitted  to  from 
her.  What  the  United  States  ask  from  others, 
they  are  always  willing  to  grant;  nor  can  they 
grant  what  it  would  be  deemed  tinreasonahle  to 
Isk. 

That  portion  of  the  territory  in  which  the  recent 
and  present  disturbances  exist,  has  been,  for  a 
number  of  years  past,  subject  to  the  laws  of  Maine; 
and,  before  the  separation  of  Maine  from  Massa- 
chusetts, was  under  the  control  of  the  latter.  In 
December,  1807,  Massachusetts  conveyed  one 
township,  lying  on  both  si<ies  of  the  Aroostook,  and 
near  the  meridian  line  from  the  source  of  the  St. 
Croix,  according  to  a  selection,  survey,  and  plan 
made  under  a  resolve  passed  in  March,  1806.  In 
January,  1808,  she  conveyed  ten  thousand  acres, 
lying  west  of  the  aforesaid  township,  and  on  both 
sides  of  the  Aroostook,  pursuant  to  a  survey  and 
plan  made  under  the  same  resolve.  This  jurisdic- 
tion has  been  continued,  through  the  medium  of 
land  agents,  ever  since  that  time;  and  the  settlers, 
who  have  been  there  for  a  number  of  years  past, 
(certainly  since  1822,)  have  always,  in  practice, 
held  their  property  uiider  grants  from  Massachu- 
setts and  Maine.  The  part  remaining  unsettled 
has  been  applied  to  no  other  useful  purpose  than  to 
use  the  timbzr,  in  which  it  is  very  productive;  and 
the  State  of  Massachusetts  has  been  in  the  practice 
of  granting  licenses  to  her  people  to  cut  timber  from 
the  public  domain.  The  exercise  of  jurisdiction  was 
as  perfect  as  the  nature  of  the  country  would  per- 
mit. The  mere  fact  of  granting  licenses  to  cut  tim- 
ber to  certain  individuals  shows  that  the  preserva- 
tion of  the  timber  was  held  to  be  an  object  of  great 
consequence,  and  drew  after  it  the  incidental  right  of 
refusing  to  permit  the  timber  to  be  cut  down,  when- 
ever it  was  thought  wise  to  do  so;  or  of  taking 
other  measures  for  its  preservation,  by  driving  off* 
trespassers,  or  punishing  them  by  civil  process. 
This  ri^ht  Maine  derived  from  Massachusetts. 
Every  State  Government  in  the  Union  has  a  right 
to  regulate  the  landed  interest,  whe  her  publie  or 
private,  within  its  limiU;  and  Maine  stands  upon 
the  same  footing,  unless  as  to  such  parts  of  it  as 
are  decided  not  to  be  under  its  jurisdiction  by  the 
exercise  of  the  constitutional  powers  of  the  Federal 
Qoyemmeiiu    Bat,  aa  has  been  already  observed, 


no  proceeding  or  agreement  of  the  Federal  Go« 
vcmment  can  be  found  wliich  did  not  recognise  an 
actual  jurisdictioUf^nst  such  as  that  now  claimed 
and  enforced  by  Maine.  Whether  the  Legislature 
of  that  State  ought  or  ought  not,  in  courtesy  to  the 
Federal  Government,  to  have  invoked  its  interpo- 
sition before  driving  oflT  the  trespassers  with  a  strong 
hand,  is  a  question  which  the  committee  deem  it 
unnecessary  to  examine;  because  the  pretensions 
advanced  by  the  Lieutenant  Governor  of  New 
Brunswick  equally  exclude  the  right  of  the  United 
States  and  Maine  to  interfere.  If  the  United  States 
had  been  applied  to,  and  the  urgency  of  the 
case  had  rendered  a  prompt  and  forcible  in- 
terposition necessary  to  remove  those  lawless 
trespassers  who  were  equally  the  enemies  of 
both  Governments,  the  same  opposition  would 
have  been  made  to  such  interference  by  this 
Lieutenant  GOvernor  of  New  Brunswick,  and 
the  same  question  arisen  as  in  the  present  case. 
The  conflicting  claims  of  Great  Britain  and  the  Uni- 
ted States  are  now  presented  in  antagonistical  posi- 
tion to  each  other,  and  the  subordinate  question  as 
to  the  manner  in  which  they  have  thus  been 
brought  in  direct  opposition  is  not  of  sufficient  im- 
portance to  require  a  strict  examination,  If  it 
were,  it  might  he  argued  that  the  conduct  of  the 
Lieutenant  (SOvemor  of  New  Brunswick  in  direct- 
ing a  boom  to  be  placed  across  the  month  of  the 
Aroostook  river,  for  the  purpose  of  intercepting, 
seizing,  and  selling  the  timber  which  has  been  cut, 
is  no  sufficient  satisfaction  to  the  State  of  Mame, 
which  may  desire  to  preserve  its  own  timber,  whilst 
it  aignes  such  remissness  on  the  part  of  the  British 
authorities,  over  their  own  people,  as  might  well 
have  induced  the  State  of  Maine  lo  enforce  her  own 
laws.  If  the  committee  are  right  in  the  view  which 
they  have  taken  of  the  arrangement  between  the 
United  States  and  Great  Britain,  there  is  nothing  in 
it  to  impair,  but,  on  the  contrary,  every  thing  to  ra- 
tify the  jurisdiction  of  Maine  over  that  part  of  her 
territory  where  it  had  long  been  familiar,  and  tHe 
interference  of  the  Lieutenant  Governor  of  New 
Brunswick  is  a  violation  of  the  existing  understand- 
ing. In  the  first  proceeding  of  Maine,  the  force  sent 
to  arrest  or  drive  off  the  numerous  and  armed  band 
of  trespassefs  who  were  depredating  upon  the  public 
property,  appears  to  have  been  in  the  nature  of  a 
civil  process,  in  execution  of  the  law  of  the  land. 
The  power  of  a  ministerial  officer,  Fuch  as  a  she- 
riff, for  example,  to  compel  obedience  to  the  law, 
and  to  summon  to  his  aid  a  sufficient  portion 
of  the  "  power  of  the  country"  to  subdue  opposi- 
tion, is  well  known  both  to  American  and  British 
jurisprudence,  and  is  sanctioned  by  early  laws  in 
the  history  of  England.  The  riotous  and  despe- 
rate character  of  the  marauders  upon  the  Aroostook 
is  sufficiently  manifested  by  the  fact  of  their  break- 
ing open  an  arsenal  upon  the  British  territory,  in 
order  to  supply  themselves  with  an  additional 
quantity  of  arms  to  enable  themselves  to  resist  and 
repel  the  party  which  was  approaching,  under  a 
civil  officer,  to  require  submission  to  the  laws. 
The  proclamation  of  the^Lieutenant  Governor  of 
New  Brunswick  was  issued  before  any  steps  were 
taken  by  Maine  to  sustain  the  civil  by  the  military 
power,  and  was  directed  at^ainst  the  interference  of 
the  ministerial  officer  of  the  law,  acting  in  strict 
conformity  with  what  are  believed  to  be  Pandamen- 
tal  principles  of  British  as  well  as  American  law. 
The  first  appeal  to  military  force  was  made  by  him, 
and  the  subsequent  proceedings  of  Maine  are  de- 
fensive merely.  The  pretension  of  the  Lie utenaut 
Governor  of  New  Brunswick  excludes  the  civil  as 
well  as  military  power  of  Maitie  and  the  United  * 
States  from  interfering  to  preserve  order  in  this  seat 
of  the  ancient  jurisdiction  of  Massachusetts;  and 
would  compel  the  United  States  and  Maine  to  rely 
upon  the  justice,  the  vigilance,  or  the  generosity  of 
the  British  authorities  for  the  maintenance  o(  good 
order  and  the  enforcement  of  the  laws,  in  a  coun- 
try whtre  nothing  but  a  naked  claim  can  be  said  to 
exivt  u^on  the  part  of  the  British  Government.  It 
demands  of  Maine  that  she  should  divest  her- 
self of  a  jurisdiction  practically  established  and 
ascertained,  and  transfer  ft  to  Great  Britain.  It  de- 
mands of  the  United  States  that  an  arrangement, 
alleged  to  have  been  made  between  the  two  Go- 
vernments, of  the  existence  of  which  the  United 
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States  are  dnconscious,  should  be  summarily  car- 
dad  out,  according  to  the  construction  which  one 
ci  the  parries  is  said  to  have  placed  upon  it,  and 
without  giving  to  the  other  pAty  an  opportunity 
to  contest  such  construction.  It  is  difficult,  in  the 
opinion  of  the  committee,  to  believe  that  the  Go- 
vernment of  Great  Britain  maintains  such  an  inter- 
pretation of  that  arrangementt  and  thus  converts 
what  was  intended  for  the  preservation  of  friendly 
feelings  into  a  source  of  great  and  instant  discord. 
But  the  assertion  of  the  Lieutenant  Governor  of 
New  Brunswick  has  been  twice  officially,  delibe- 
rately, and  publicly  made,  that  he  is  acting  under 
the  instructions  of  his  Government;  a  fact  of  which 
he  and  his  Government  can  be  the  only  judges. 
The  execution  of  these  orders  is  incompatible  with 
the  honor  of  the  United  States.  The  Execntive 
branch  of  the  Government  has  expressed  this  opi- 
nion, and  in  this  opinion  the  committee  fully  can- 
cur.  The  sudden  executi«n  of  these  orders  may 
bring  on  a  crisis  for  which  as  much  preparation 
ought  to  1>e  made  as  the  short  time  remaining  of 
the  present  session  of  Congress  will  permit;  and 
the  bill  which  is  herewith  submitted  is  intended  to 
accomplish  that  purpose. 

The  committee  refer  with  much  pleasure  to  the 
efforts  which  have  been  made  by  the  British  minis- 
ter at  Washington,  evidenced  by  the  memorandum 
of  a  conference  between  him  and  the  Secretary  of 
State,  to  avert  the  events  which  seem  to  be  ap- 
proaching. If  the  Lieutenant  Governor  of  New 
Brunswick  shall  desist  from  any  atteinpt  to  take 
or  hold  military  possession  of  the  whole  of  the  dis- 
puted territory,  it  will  be  easy  to  restore  things  to 
th(ir  former  condition.  If  he  shall  determine  to 
gjspend  further  movements  until  the  decision  of  the 
British  Government  be  known,  it  will  be  for  that 
Government  to  say  what  shall  be  the  political  rela- 
tions between  the  United  States  and  Great  Britain; 
whether  the  friendship  which  now  so  happily  pre- 
vails between  the  two  nations,  for  the  preservation 
of  which  the  essential  interests  of  both  loudly  call, 
shall  be  suddenly  and  rudely  broken  by  anuming  a 
principle  as  a  ground  of  action  to  which  the  United 
States  cannot  submit. 

The  committee  cannot  but  entertain  the  hope 
that  no  precipitate  counsels  on  the  part  of  the 
Lieutenant  Governor  of  New  Brunswick  will  de- 
prive the  Ck>vemment  of  Great  Britain  of  an  op- 
portunity of  explaining,  before  any  more  serious 
difficulties  shall  have  occurred,  orders  whiph  he  is 
believed  to  have  misunderstood.  In  this  event,  all 
immediate  difficulties  will  disappear.  The  insupe- 
rable objection  to  the  military  occupation  of  the 
disputed  territory  by  Great  Britain,  requires,  in 
common  fairness,  that  no  attempt  of  the  kind 
should  be  made  by  Maine  or  the  United,  States. 
Having  accomplished  her  intention  of  driving  off 
or  arresting  the  trespassersupon  the  Aroostook,  and 
thus  enforcing  her  laws,  Maine  will.  It  is  not  to  be 
doubted,  be  satisfied  with  this  vindication  of  her 
sovereignty,  and  withdraw  the  military  force  which 
is  now  in  arms  to  sustain  the  civil  authority  and 
repel  invasion.  A  contemporaneous  cessation  of 
measures  by  Maine  and  New  Brunswick  will  com- 
promit  the  honor  of  iieilher;  and  time  will  thus  be 
afforded  for  the  British  Government  to  select  the 
position  which  it  inti  nds  to  occupy  in  the  relations 
Detween  it  and  the  United  States.  If  any  motive 
were  necessary,  to  int!  uce  Maine  to  adopt  a  course 
so  manifestly  proper,  it  would  be  found  in  the 
prompt  response  of  the  Executive  of  tlie  United 
States  to  the  appeal  made  to  it  at  the  present  crisis, 
and  the  jealous  sensibility  which  has  been  mani- 
fested for  the  protection  of  her  right*;,  by  spreading 
over  them  the  ample  powers  of  the  Federal  Union. 

The  committee  ought,  perhaps,  here  to  close  this 
report.  But  the  anxiety  which  they  feel  that  no 
measure  should  be  left  unemployed  to  preserve 
peaee  between  the  United  States  and  Great  Britain, 
by  removing,  not  only  temporarily  but  permanent- 
ly, the  causes  of  discontent  between  them,  induces 
them  to  offier  another  recommendation  to  the  House. 
It  is,  the  expression  of  an  opinion  by  the  Honse, 
sustained  by  a  legislative  provision,  that  a  special 
embassy  should  be  sent  to  England,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  co-operating  with  the  resident  minister 
there,  in  endaavoring  to  adjust  this  long-pending 


controversy.    The  precedents  for  this  measure  in 
our  history  are  numerous  and  encouraging. 

The  object  of  such  an  embassy  is,  to  express  a 
deep  conviction  on  the  part  of  the  Ciovemment  of 
the  extreme  urgency  of  the  ca^,  and  the  absolute 
necessity  of  adjusting  exiiting  difficulties.  The 
ordinary  forms  of  negotiation  appear  insufficient 
to  rouse  the  British  government  to  the  danger  that 
the  two  nations  may  find  themselves  involved  in 
war,  notwithstanding  the  desire  of  the  governments 
of  both  to  avoid  it,  and  the  step  proposed  would 
manifest  to  the  world,  at  all  events,  that  the  United 
States  are  sincerely  anxious  to  exert  every  means 
in  their  power  to  maintain  the  most  amicable  rela- 
tions with  a  government  and  people,  so  eminently 
entitled  to  the  respect  and  regard  of  every  civilized 
nation  on  the  globe. 

The  committee  are  conscious  that  some  of  the 
provisions  of  the  bill  herewith  reported  would  more 
properly  have  emanated  from  some  of  the  other 
committees  of  the  House,  upon  whose  jurisdiction 
they  are  reluctant  to  encroach;  but  the  few  days 
which  remain  of  this  session  would  not  have  per- 
mitted any  delay,  with  a  view  of  refening  these 
subjects  to  other  committees,  with  the  slightest, 
hope  of  obtaining  any  action  on  the  part  of  the 
House.  They  submit  the  whole  matter,  therefore, 
as  the  result  of  their  anxious  reflections,  to  the  bet- 
ter judgment  of  the  Honse. 

The  following  bill  was  also  reported  from  the 
Committee  on  Foreign  Relatians: 
A  BILL  giving  to  the  President  of  the  United 

States  additional  powers  for  the  defence  of  the 

United  States,  in  cases,  against  invasion,  and  for 

other  purposes. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  SeiuUe  gnd  Houn  of  Bepre- 
sentativeB  of  the  United  States  of  America  in  Congress 
assembled.  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be,  and  he  hereby  is,  authorized  to  resist  any  at< 
tempt  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain  to  enforce, 
by  arms,  her  claim  to  exclusive  jurisdiction* 
over  that  part  of  the  State  of  Maine  which  is 
in  dispute  between  the  United  States  and  Ghreat 
Britain;  and,  for  that  purpose,  to  employ  the 
naval  and  military  forces  of  the  United  States  and 
such  portions  of  the  militia  as  he  may  deem  it  ad- 
visable to  call  into  service. 

Sec.  9.  And  he  U  further  enacted.  That,  in  the 
event  of  actual  invasion  of  the  territory  ef  the  Uni- 
ted States  by  any  foreign  power,  or  of  imminent 
danger  of  such  invasion  discovered,  in  his  opinion, 
to  exist,  before  Congress  can  be  convened  to  act  tip- 
on  the  subject,  the  President  of  the  United  States 
he,  and  he  hereby  is,  authorized,  in  addition  to  the 
present  military  establishment  of  the  United  States, 
to  raise  a  provisional  force,  to  be  enlisted  for  five 
years,  or  during  the  continuance  of  hostilities  with 
any  foreign  power,  not  exceeding  one  regiment  of 
dragoons,  one  regiment  of  artillery,  two  regiments 
of  riflemen,  and  sixteen  regiments  of  infantry,  to 
be  oiganized,  in  all  respects,  like  the  corresponding 
regiments  now  in  service;  and,  also,  to  appoint  not 
exceding  one  major  general,  four  brigadiers  general, 
and  not  exceeding  one  suiigeon  and  ene  assistant 
surgeon  for  each  new  regiment;  the  regimental 
general,  and  medical  officers  to  be  subject  to  the 
same  laws  and  rules,  and  to  be  entitled  to  the  same 
benefits,  of  every  kind,  with  the  like  corps  and  offi- 
cers  now  in  service;  and  it  shall  be  the  duly  of  the 
President  to  discharge  the  troops  which  may  be 
raised  by  virtue  of  this  act  whenever  the  occasion 
for  them,  as  defined  by  this  act,  shall  cease  to  exist. 

Sec.  3.  And  he  it  further  enacted^  That,  in  the 
event  of  either  of  the  contingencies  provided  in  the 
first  section  of  this  act,  the  President  of  the  United 
States  shall  be  authorized  to  complete  Uie  public 
armed  vessels  now  authorized  by  law,  and  to 
equip,  man,  and  emploj  in  actual  service,  all  the 
naval  force  of  the  United  Slates. 

Sec.  4.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That  the  sum 

of millions  of  dollars  is  hereby  appropri* 

ated  and  placed  at  his  [disposal  for  the  purpose  of 
executing  the  provisions  of  this  act,  tc  provide  for 
which,  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  is  authorized 
to  borrow  money  on  the  credit  of  the  United  States, 
and  to  cause  to  be  issued  certificates  of  stock, 
signed  by  the  Register  of  the  Treasury,  lor  the  sum 
to  be  borrowed,  or  any  part  thereof;  and  the  same 
to  be  eold  upon  the  best  terms  that  Biay  be  offered^ 


after  public  notice  for  proposals  for  the  — ,^- 
Prooidedy  That  no  engagement  or  contract  ihauS 
entered  into,  which  shall  preclu:le  the  United  Staia 
from  reimbursing  any  sum  or  sums  thos  borix>wed, 
after  the  expiration  of  five  years  from  the  first  of 
January  next;  and  that  the  rate  of  interest  shall  not 
exceed  five  per  cent  payable  semi-annnaliy. 

Sec.  5.  And  he  U  further  enacted.  That  the  sia 
of  eighteen  thousand  dollars  be,  and  the  same  is 
hereby  appropriated,  out  of  any  money  in  the  Trea- 
sury not  otherwise  appropriated,  for  outfit  and  sa- 
lary of  a  special  minister  to  Great  Britain:  1V»- 
wded,  The  Pre:>ident  of  the  United  States  shall  deem 
it  expeilient  to  appoint  the  same. 

Mr.  HOWARD  said,  in  view  of  the  eoDditioa 
of  the  public  business,  and  the  little  time  leA  them, 
he  hoped,  at  present,  any  thing  like  a  general  de- 
bate would  be  abstained  from.  His  object  was  to 
have  the  bill  referred  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  state  of  the  Union,  and  make  it  the  qtcdal 
order  for  to-morrow  at  10  o'clock. 

Mr.  ADAMS  asked  the  committee  to  agiee  to  a 
small  amendment  in  the  report.  The  report  affim- 
ed  that  the  British  Government  had  taken  the 
ground  of  an  agreement  that  they  should  hold  ex- 
clusive jurisdiction  over  the  disputed  territory. 
Now  he  did  not  understand  tbi^  the  British  Go- 
vernment had  taken  that  grcund.  The  provincial 
governor  had  undoubtedly  taken  that  ground,  and 
rested  his  defence  upon  it.  If,  therefore,  in  the 
course  of  *the  negotiation  upon  this  subject,  there 
was  found  clear  and  demonstrated  proof  that  no 
such  agreement  ever  has  been  passed,  which  he 
was  well  assured  of,  then  the  Governor  of  New 
Brunswick  had  put  himself,  and,  as  far  as  possible^ 
the  Government  of  his  country  in  the  wrong  from 
the  very  first  moment. 

Mr.  EVANS  interposed.    He  said  it  was  tras 
that  Sir  John  Harvey  asserts  the  existence  of  tliat 
agreement  as  the  basis  upon  which  he  proceeds; 
but  then  he  adds  that  he  acts  by  the  express  com- 
mands of  his  Government,  and  that  he  holds  posi- 
tive orders  from  which  he  is  not  at  lil)erty  to  depart. 
Mr.  ADAMS  so  understood  it;  but  that  order 
from  his  Government  was  founded  upon  his  own 
construction  of  what  those  orders  were.    Now,  dia 
reason  why  he  wished  this  alteration  made  was 
this:  The  Governor  of  New  Brunswick  had  as- 
sumed that  'ground  for  his  government.    Mr.  A. 
said  he  had  assumed  it  on  his  own  responsibility. 
The  Governor  afilrmed  that  he  had  such  ordeo, 
and  that  it  was  upon  them  he  acted.    Now  Mr.  A* 
inferred,  and  was  willing  to  leave  it  to  the  Bti6A 
Government,  and  he  was  convinced  such  would 
ultimately  be  its  declaration,  that  Sir  John  Ha^ 
vey  had  misunderstood  his   orders;  and  it  will 
say,  *nVe  do  not  assume,  and  have  not  assnmed, 
that  principle.**  If,  when  these  matters  come  before 
the  British  Government,  they  should  find  a  report 
ef  this  House,  (on  which  was  based  the  action  of 
this  House,)  assuming  that  that  Government  has 
taken  the  ground  which  their  subordinate  olicef 
affirms  they  have  taken,  then  they  will  ao  far  re- 
deem that  ground  of  right  as  to  say  to  us,  "You 
proceedincs  have  been  too  precipitate;  jou  havt 
assumed  that  what  our  subordinate  ofltor  did,  im- 
der  his  own  construction  of  his  orders,  was  our  aetl" 
Now,  the  first  and  most  important  thing  in  any 
controversy  has  in  this  case  been  assumed  by  the 
Governor  of  New  Brunswick,  in  putting  his  own 
country  in  the  wrong.    Sir,  I  want  to  keep  them 
there;  I  want  to  give  his  Government  an  opportu- 
nity 10  say,  '*This  genUeman,  acting  with  uie  belt 
intentions,  aud  with  an  ardent  zeal  in  my  servkKi 
which  I  approve,  has  mistaken  the  import  of  the 
orders  I  gave.''    If  jou  assume  to  make  the  Brit- 
ish Government  responsible  beforehand  for  the 
assertion  which  an  inferior  officer  alone  has  made 
but  for  which  his  Government  is  nut  yet  responsi- 
ble, then  I  say  yon  weaken  the  ground  of  right,  ot 
maintain  which  this  nation  should  go  to  death  and 
destruction.    I  repeat  that,  from  the  moment  this 
correspondence  appeared,  and   from  the  moment 
that  the  Governor  of  New  Brunswick  assnmed 
this  alleged  agreement  as  a  justification  for  hisoi^ 
ders  and  conduct,  as  he  construes  his  orders,!  have    i 
considered  the  case  of  the  United  States  as  tri*  \ 
umphant  in  advance.    It  has  the  rights  and,  wi^^ 
out  quoting  exactly  what  was  said  oa  another 
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nan  by  oqe  of  the  greatest  observers  of  the  affairs 
ofmaakiBd, 

'Thrice  is  h*  arm'd  that  hath  hw  qaanel  just,** 
I  will  say,  thrioe  three  times  is  he  armed  who  hath 
his  qaanel  just.  The  Governor  of  New  Bruns* 
wiek,  by  the  position  which  he  has  assnmed,  has, 
in  fact,  conceded  the  whole  cause  of  quarrel  be* 
iween  the  two  nations.  It  will  turn  out,  it  must 
mm  out,  that  the  British  Government  can  bring  no 
proof  of  such  an  agreement;  and  they,  having  no 
such  proof  to  allege  in  the  face  of  the  world,  will 
say,  **Oitr  officer  misunderstood  our  instructlonf; 
we  never  assnmed  the  principle;  we  disavow  it; 
and  we  are  prepared  to  settle  this  quarrel  on  the 
grounds  of  right  and  justice."   , 

All  I  wish  to  suggest  to  the  committee  and  Ito  the 
House  is,  that  a  small  alteration  should  be  made; 
that  a  word  or  two  in  the  passages  in  which  it  is 
affirmed  that  the  British  (Government  has  assumed 
this  principle  should  be  effaced,  so  as  not  tu  make 
the  British  Government  responsible  for  the  con- 
struction put  upon  their  orden,  and  to  give  them 
an  opportunity  to  disavow  the  construction  which 
their  officer  has  set  up. 

Mr.  LEGARE  said  he  concurred  in  the  views  of 
the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  [Mr.  Adams,] 
and  the  more  so  because  he  (Mr.  L.)  had  the  honor 
to  urge  the  same  views  strenuously  in  the  commit- 
tee tUs  morning.  It  was  not  from  mere  oversight 
that  these  words  had  been  inseited.  His  opinion 
had  t)een  that  the  committee  should  take  pains  to 
separate  the  military,  officer  of  New  Brunswick 
from  the  Government  of  Great  Britain.  He  had 
said  in  committee,  and  he  repeated  here,  that  he 
did  not  think  the  British  Government  ever  thought 
of  giving  such  orders.  He  regarded  it  as  impossi- 
ble, lookmg  to  the  circumstances  in  which  Canada 
was  placed,  that  the  Government  of  Great  Britain 
could  in  this  sudden,  violent,  and,  he  would  add, 
insolent  manner,  undertake  to  disturb  our  peace; 
but  (Mr.  L.  was  understood  to  add)  the  committee 
were  of  opinion  that  this  idea  was  not  involved. 

Mr.  HOWARD  quoted  the  language  of  the  par- 
ticular passages  of  the  report  referred  to  by  Mr. 
Adams,  (the  precise  words  of  which  the  Reporter 
is  unable  to  give,  not  having  the  document  before 
him.)  Mr.  H.  was  desirous  to  make  any  amend- 
ment to  the  report  which  might  be  considered  pro- 
per. We  have  not  before  us,'said  he,  the  orders  of 
the  Governor  of  New  Brunswick.  He  is  a  very 
high  officer,  and  entrusted  with  very  great  power. 
The  whele  power  of  the  British  ferces  throughout 
the  Canadas  is  understood  to  be  placed  at  his  dispo- 
sal. He  is  therefore  aa  officer  whom  we  should  pre- 
sume to  be  high  in  the  confidence  of  his  Govern- 
ment; and,  when  we  found  him  re-asserting  the 
same  principle  with  which  he  had  set  out,  we  came 
to.  the  conclusion  that  he  had  intelligence  enough 
to  understand  hi«  own  orders,  and  that  we  were 
JQStified  in  supposing  that  such  were  his  orders, 
having  no  reason  to  judge  otherwise. 

Mr.  H.  then  alluded  to  the  language  of  the  letter 
oT  Mr.  Fox,  in  reference  to  the  claim  to  exclusive 
jnnadiction,  aa  being  a  sufficient  indication  of  the 
iaterpretation  put  upon  this  matter  by  the  British 
Ck>veniment;  which  language,  added  to  the  decla- 
nuion  of  this  high  functionary,  the  Governor  of 
N^m  Brunswick,  was  the  ground  on  which  the  com- 
mittee had  proceeded. 

Air.  H.  would  cheerfully  agree,  so  far  as  he  was 
eoiicemed,  to  any  alteration  which  could  properly 
be  made  on  the  suggestions  of  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts,  because  he  (Mr.  H.)  felt  assured 
that  OB  the  leading  features  of  the  controversy  they 
botli  thought  alike.     He  was  glad  of  that  gentle- 
man^ support  in  any  cause,  especially  in  such  a 
cause  as  this.    Tne  report  was  now  in  possession 
oT  the  House;  and  if  the  gentleman  from  Massa- 
chaoctts  [Mr.  Adams]  would  take  it  and  suggest 
aajr  modification  which  might  seem  proper  to  him, 
he,' (Mr.  H.)  would,  for  his  own  part, cheerfully  ags- 
eept  them,  provided  they  did  not  affect  the  essential 
parts  of  the  report. 

B£r.  ADAMS  said  he  had  not  the  slightest  ob- 
jection io  any  part  of  tbe  report,  except  the  few 
ward^to  which  he  had  alloded,  (and  which  he 
aptu  iflnallj  poialed  onL)  He  reiterated  his  wish 
ifaag  tfMBntnhGoYemmentahonld  be  left  at  liber- 


ty to  disavow  the  act  of  the  Governor  of  New 
Brunswick,  and  to  say  that  he  misunderstood  his 
orders.  Such  Mr.  A.  believed  to  be  the  fact.  He 
believed,  and  there  were  undoubted  evidences, 
that  not  only  the  Governor  of  New  Brunswick, 
b\it  the  British  Minister  here,  (the  conduct  of 
whRh  latter  gentleman,  in  taking  upon  himself  a 
great  responsibility  to  prevent  impending  extremi- 
ties, Mr.  A.  regarded  as  of  the  most  high  and  hono- 
rable character,)  had  the  impression  Ixed  in  the 
strongest  manner  upon  his  mind  that  such  an  agree- 
ment existed.  (In  proof  of  this  position  Mr.  A. 
alluded  to  the  language  quoted  by  Mr:  Howard 
from  Mr.  Fox*s  letter.)  And  yet,  when  the  exist- 
ence of  such  an  agreement  was  denied,  as*  it 
ought  te  be,  in  the  most  positive  and  explicit 
terms,  by  the  Secretary  of  State,  the  British  Mini- 
ster, instead  of  producing  evidence  of  that  agree- 
ment, said  he  would  refer  it  to  his  Government. 
If  th^  was  such  an  agreement,  was  it  not  in  the 
power  of  the  Provincial  Governor  or  the  British 
Minisrer  here  to  have  produced  it?  And  if  it  had 
been  produced,  we  most  undoubtedly  have  chang- 
ed our  ground.  But  from  that  very  fact,  Mr.  A. 
believed  that  both  the  Minister  and  the  Governor 
had  misunderstood  tbe  matter,  and  had  imputed  to 
their  Government  that  which  never  was  intended, 
and  he  wished  that,  in  every  proceeding  here,  this 
House  should  do  the  British  Government  the  josr 
tice  to  suppose  that  their  officers,  beth  military  and 
di^lcmatic,  had  misunderstood  their  views  on  this 
subject,  and  that  the  Government  would  at  once 
disavow  what  had  been  imputed  to  them. 

Mr.  EVANS  suggested,  as  an  easy  mode  of 
making  any  alterations  that  might  be  advisable, 
that  the  report  should  be  printed  under  the  supers 
intendence  of  the  committee. 

Mr.  HOWARD  accepted  the  suggestion,  and 
modified  his  motion  accordingly. 

And,  thereupon,  the  bill  and  repoxt  were  refer- 
red to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  stale  of 
the  Union,  were  made  the  special  order  of  the  day 
for  to-morrow,  (Friday,)  at  11  o»clock,  (to  take 
precedence  over  all  other  business)  and  were  or- 
dered to  be  printed  under  the  superintendence  of 
the  Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs. 

Mr.  W.  C.  JOHNSON  moved  the  printing  of 
30,000  extra  copies  of  the  President's  Message, 
bill,  report,  documents,  etc. 

Mr.  BRONSON  had  no  objection  to  the  printing 
of  any  reasonable  number,  if  it  could  be  done  in 
reasonable  time;  but  he  understood  they  could  not 
be  furnished  till  some  time  in  October  or  November 
next. 

Mr.  L00MI8  said  that  by  any  time  they  could 
be  famished,  they  would  be  stale,  and* he  would 
move  10,000. 

Mr.  JOHNSON  thought  they  would  be  printed 
in  a  few  days;  but  he  accepted  the  amendment,  and 
is  modified,  the  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  BRONSON  moved  that  the  House  go  into 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  slate  of  the  Union, 
in  order  to  consider  the  three  following  bills,  viz: 

Honse  bill  No.  1097,  making  appropriations  for 
the  defence  of  the  Northern  and  Western  frontier. 

House  bill  No.  1169,  for  the  erection  of  cfriain 
military  works  on  the  Northeast  frontier  of  the 
United  States. 

House  bill  No.  1032,  to  provide  for  the  establish- 
fnent  of  a  national  foundry. 

Mr.  B.  in  support  of  the  motion,  said  that,  at  the 
present  moment,  the  foregoing  bills,  relating  fxcln- 
sively  to  the  defence  of  the  country,  were  of  the  ut- 
most importance,  and  he  hoped  the  House  would 
agree  to  consider  them. 

The  motion  was  disagreed  to. 
SIXTH  CENSUS  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

The  House  then  again  went  into  committee,  (Mr. 
SxaaKANT  in  the  chair;)  and. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  R.  GARLAND,  the  commit- 
tee took  up  the  bill  pending  for  the  taking  of  the 
next  census. 

The  bill  having  been  read, 

Mr.  R.  GARLAND  moved  two  additional  sec- 
tions, which  were  agreed  to.  * 

Tarious  amendments  were  offered,  and  some 
progress  had  been  made  in  the  bill,  when,  the  hour 
of  thne  having  arrived, 

The  House  took  a  recess. 


Thursday  Evening,  February  28,  1839. 

Mr.  THOMAS  having  moved  a  resolution  for 
the  compensation  of  the  investigating  committee 
in  a  manner  correspondiug  to  preceding  practice 
on  that  subject;  which  was  agreed  to — 

Mr.  MORRIS,  from  the  Committee  of  Acconnts, 
made  a  statement  in  exculpation  of  that  committee 
for  having  refused  to  allow  a  certain  account  pre- 
sented to  them  by  the  chairman  of  the  investigat- 
ing committee.  The  account  amounted  to  |3,726, 
for  thirteen  days  services  in  New  York. 

The  committee  then  returned  to  the  ooa\ideration 
of  the 

CENSUS  BILL. 

Mr.  LOOMid  of  New  York  moved  an  amend- 
ment, proposing  to  add  certain  items  to  the  returns 
of  the  marshals  relating  to  tbe  ages  of  unmarried 
persons.  It  excited  no  little  merriment  in  the  com- 
mittee, and  was  rejected. 

Mr.  WISE  made  explanations  in  reply  to  those 
of  Mr.  Morris,  and  in  defence  of  the  investigating 
committee. 

Mr.  McKAY  moved  to  amend  tbe  bill  by  sub- 
stituting the  1st  of  June  for  the  Ist  of  January,  as 
the  period  for  commencing  the  census.  He  ad- 
vocated the  amendment  at  some  length. 

It  was  opposed  by  Mr.  GARLAND,  and  advo- 
cated by  Mr.  TILLlNGHAST,  and  negatived. 

Mr.  SLADE  moved  an  amendment  proposing 
a  minute  classification  of  the  colored  population 
as  to  age,  Ac,;  but  it  was  rejected  without  a  count 

Mr.  ADAMS  insisted  that  the  time  heretofore 
fixed  for  taking  the  census  was  too  short,  and  sug- 
gested to  Mr.  Garland  to  strike  out  six  months  and 
insert  twelve. 

Mr.  GARLAND  assented  to  the  grounds  of  Mr. 
Adams*s  objection,  and  moved  to  insert  ten  months; 
which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  G.  proposed  to  increase  the  compensation 
of  marshals  employed  in  taking  the  census  tj  $2  per 
hundred  names. 

Mr.  DA  VIES  proposed  |1  50;  but  it  was  ne- 
gatived, and  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Garland  was 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  GARLAND  then  moved  to  fill  the  blanks  in 
the  compensation  to  marshals  in  the  manner  fol- 
lowing, viz: 

In  Maine  i400,  Massachusetts  $450,  Rhode 
Island  |250,  Vermont  |400,  Connecticut  |350, 
New  York  (southern  district)  |450,  (northern  dis- 
trict) $450,  New  Jersey  $350,  Fennsylvania  (east- 
em  district)  $400,  (western  district)  $400,  Dela- 
ware $325,  Maryland  $450,  Virgioia  (eastern  dist- 
rict) $400,  (western  district)  $400,  Kentucky  $450, 
North  Carolina  $450,  South  Carolina  $450,  Geo- 
rgia  $450,  Tennessee  (E.)  $275,  ( W.)  275,  (Middle) 
$275,  Ohio  $500,  Indiana  $450,  Illinois  $300,  Mis- 
isssippi  (N.)  $200,  (S.)  $200,  Louisiana  $200, 
AlabanTa  (N.)  $200,  (S.  and  Middle)  $200,  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia  $150.  Michigan  $250,  Arkansas 
$250,  Florida  (5  districts)  $50  each,  Wisconsin 
$250,  Iowa  1*^50. 

Mr.  ADAMS  suggested  that  a  larger  number  of 
copies  of  the  returns  should  be  primed,  (the  bill 
proposed  1,000  copies,)  and  moved  5,000.  He  sup- 
ported the  motion  by  dwelling  on  tbe  importance  of 
the  document,  and  the  propriety  of  preserving  it  as 
an  historical  monument  of  the  condition  of  the 
country. 

Mr.  N A YLOR  suggested  10,000  copies. 

Mr.  ADAMS,  after  some  hesitation,  assented  to 
this,  and  modified  his  motion  accordinglr;  and  it' 
was  finally  agreed  that  10,000  copies  be  printed. 

Mr.  GRAVES  objected  to  tbe  allowance  pro- 
posed for  the  marshals  of  Tennessee,  and  moved  to 
reduce  it  to  $175  for  each  of  the  three  districts.  On 
this  motion  he  went  at  large  into  a  speech  on  the 
general  politics  of  the  country,  and  especially  the 
practice  of  levying  a  per  centage  on  the  salaries  c  f 
office  holders,  to  be  applied  to  electioneering  pur- 
poses. In  confirmation  of  his  views  ou  this  sub- 
ject, he  quoted  the  printed  report  of  the  invesiigal- 
ing  commitlee  on  the  Swariwou'  defalcations,  and 
showed  thai  certain  ofticers  f»f  the  customs  in  New 
York  were  in  the  habit  of  paying  such  per  centage, 
which  was  collected  from  them  by  a  Mr.  Vander- 
poel,  who  had  a  list  of  the  officers  for  that  purpose. 
Ue  was  interrupted  in  the  reading  by 

Mr.  TAYLOR  of  New  York,  and  Mr.  RIVES  of 
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Virginia,  on  a  qaestion  of  order;  but  the  GHiTa, 
after  an  explanation  hj  Mr.  G.  declared  that  that 
gentleman  was  not  stnetly  out  of  order  until  be  as- 
sumed the  course  of  certain  members  of  that  com- 
mittee, which  was  certainly  irrelevant  and  out  of 
order. 

Mr.  G.  having  referred  to  the  case  of  a  postmai- 
.  ter  in  Mr.  Foster^s  district,  who  was  a  convicted 
counterfeiter,  who  had  Aed  from  Massachusetts, 
and  whose  bad  character  had  been  expressly  su- 
ted  to  the  head  of  the  Post  Office  Department,  but 
who  was  still  C3ntinued  in  office,  and  yfAs  a  zeal- 
ous partisan  •f  the  Administration — 

Mr.  GRANT,  of  New  York,  < who  comes  from 
the  same  district  with  Mr.  Fostcr.)  warmly  dis- 
claimed all  knowledge  of  such  a  case,  and  with 
still  greater  warmth  complained  of  Mr.  G.  for  pro- 
nouncing a  derogatory  opinion  respecting  the  capa- 
city of  Mr.  Gillett  (formerly  a  member  from  New 
York)  to  fill  any  office.  Mr.  G.  pronounced  a  ve- 
ry high  eulogium  on  the  character  of  Mr.  Gillett 
in  all  respects.  The  disctvsion  between  these  two 
gentlemen  was  continued  in  a  somewhat  sharp 
tone  for  some  time,  and  was  terminated  by 

Mr.  EVERETT,  who  called  both  to  order. 

The  CHAIR  supported  Mr.  E.  and  decided  the 
dispute  to  ht  out  of  order. 

The  question  was  then  put  on  Mr.  Graves's 
amendment,  and  it  was  negatived;  and  on  motion 
of  Mr.  GARLAND,  the  compensation  of  the 
Tennessee  marshals  was  fixed  at  |200. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  its 
third  reading. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  GRANT,  the  Hou.<«  then 
went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of 
the  Union,  (Mr.  Briogs,  of  Massachusetts,  in  the 
chair,)  and  took  up  the  bill  for  the  continuance  of 
the 

CUMBERLAND  ROAD 
through  the  States  of  Indiana,  Illinois,  and  Mis- 
souri— ayes  70,  noes  55. 

The  bill  having  been  read, 

Mr.  McKENNAN  offered  an  amendment  ap- 
propriating ||30,000  for  the  errction  of  guard  fences 
on  that  portion  of  the  road  lying  east  of  the  Ohio, 
and  $500  for  widening  a  certain  turn  in  the  road  on 
the  side  of  Laurel  Hill. 

The  amendment  was  rejected. 

Mr.  W.  COST  JOHNSON  moved  to  appropriate 
(80,000  for  the  extension  of  the  road  from  the  Mo- 
nocacy  to  Rockville,  in  Maryland. 

This  also  was  rejected. 

Mr.  ROBERTSON  of  Virginia  moved  to  strike 
out  the  enacting  clause  of  the  bill. 

It  was  negatived — ayes  54,  noes  70. 

Mr.  YELL  moved  lo  amend  the  bill  by  appropri- 
ating (65,000  for  a  road  from  Memphis  to  Little 
Rock,  in  Arkansas. 

Mr.  ELMORE  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by 
striking  out  the  clause  which  provides  that  the  cost 
of  the  road  be  reimbursed  ont  of  the  two  per  cent, 
fund. 

On  this  motion  a  highly  animated  debate  arose,  in 
which  Messrs.  ELMORE,  MASON  of  Ohio, 
THOMPSON,  THOMAS,  DAWSON,  ROBERT- 
SON, GARLAND  of  Louisiana,  and  HEROD 
participated;  when,  at  about  10  o^clock,  the  com- 
mittee rose  (ayes  63,  noes  60)  and  reported  pro- 
gress. 

The  census  bill  was  read  a  third  time  by  its  title, 
and  passed. 

When  the  House,  on  motion  of  Mr.  ELMORE, 
adjourned. 

IN  SENATE, 
Friday,  March  1,  1839. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  WRIGHT, 

Ordered,  That  the  Coounittee  on  Finance  have 
leave  to  sit  during  the  hours  of  the  session  of  the 
Senate. 

The  PRESIDENT  laid  before  the  Senate  a  re- 
port of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  made  in  com- 
pliance with  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  22d 
inst.  calling  for  information  on  the  subject  of  the 
coinage,  deposites  for  coinage  and  the  expenses  of 
the  mint  and  its  branches;  which  was  ordered  to  be 
printed.  '  ^  ^. 

Mr.  MOUTON  presented  the  memorial  of  Pierce 
imd  Patrick  Shannon^  praying  permission  to  im* 


port  frte  of  duty  the  materials  necessary  for  the 
construction  of  an  iron  steamboat;  which  was  or- 
dered to  lie  on  the  table,  and  be  printed. 

Mr.  LYON  presented  the  proceedings  and  a  me- 
morial adopted  at  a  meeting  of  the  citizens  of  Sa- 
ganaw,  praying  an  appropriation  to  complete  the 
military  road  from  Detroit  to  Saganaw  river;  which 
were  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  said  that  he  had  in  his  posses- 
sion a  number  of  petitions  for  the  abolition  of  slavery, 
which  had  been  sent  to  him  and  his  colleague  [Mr. 
Davis.]  .  In  some  of  these  they  were  asked  to 
procure  their  reference  to  a  select  committee; 
but  at  this  late  period,  even  if  the  motion  prevailed, 
there  would  not  be  sufficient  time  to  give  the  sul>- 
ject  proper  attention.  The  opinions  of  himself  and 
colleague  were  well  known,  both  as  to  the  constitu- 
tional power  of  Congress  on  this  subject,  and  as 
to  the  great  and  undoubted  right  of  petition,  and 
their  opinions  were  unchanged.  He  moved  that 
the  petitions  be  received. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  CLAY  of  Alabama,  the  mo- 
tion to  receive  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  SMITH  of  Connecticut,  from  the  Conimit- 
tee  on  Agriculture,  to  which  had  been  referred  the 

Memorial  of  the  American  Silk  Society; 

Petition  of  Thomas  J.  Durant  and  J.  Towser; 

Memorial  of  Charles  Fleischman;  and 

Memorial  of  Russel  Comstock; 

Asked  to  be  discharged  from,  the  further  conaide- 
ration  thereof;  which  was  agreed  to. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  NORVELL,  it  was  ordered 
that  fiAy  thousand  copies  of  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Foreign  Affairs,  submitted  to  the  Senate 
on  the  4th  of  July  last,  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the 
Senate. 

The  act  making  appropriations  for  the  support  of 
the  army  for  the  year  1839,  and  the  other  acts  or- 
dered to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading  yesterday, 
were  severally  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

The  PRESIDENT  submitted  the  following  com- 
munication from  the  Postmaster  Gkneral: 

"Post  Office  Department, 
February  S7, 1839. 
"Sir:  Just  as  my  messenger  was  about  to  start  for 
the  Capitol  with  several  communications,  including 
my  reply  to  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  adopted  on 
the  12ih  inst.  I  received  their  resolution  of  this  day, 
asking  why  the  information  then  called  for  has  not 
been  communicated. 

"In  reply,  I  have  the  honor  to  state,  that  the  only 
reason  I  have  to  give  why  it  has  not  been  before 
communicated  is,  that  it  was  not  ready. 
Very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

AMOS  KENDALL. 
"Hon.  R.  M.  JoBNSOw, 

"Vice  President  and  President  of  the  Senate.** 

Mr.  SEVIER  moved  that  the  letter  be  referred 
to  the  President  of  the  United  States,  with  a  re- 
quest that  he  dismiss  the  Postmaster  General  for 
an  insult  to  the  Senate  of  the  United  States. 

A  debate  ensued,  in  which  Messrs.  SEVIER, 
POSTER,  TALLMADGE,  CRITTENDEN, 
WEBSTER,  BUCHANAN,  WALKER,  SMITH 
of  Connecticut,  BENTON,  ALLEN,  CALHOUN, 
LINN,  and  NILES,  participated;  at  the  conclusion 
of  which, 

Mr.  SEVIER  modified  his  motion  as  follows: 

Re$ohed^  That  the  letter  of  the  Postmaster 
Gkneral,  to  the  President  of  the  Senate,  stating  that 
the  only  reason  why  he  had  not  sent  an  answer  to 
a  previous  resolution,  was  because  it  was  not 
ready,  is  considered  by  the  Senate  as  disrespects 
ful  to  this  body. 

Resolved,  That  said  letter,  with  the  resolution  to 
which  it  purports  to  be  an  answer,  be  laid  before 
the  President  of  the  United  States  for  such  action 
as  he  may  deem  proper. 

The  question  was  taken  on  the  resolutions  sepa- 
rately, nnd  the  first  was  adopted,  ayes  38,  noes  8; 
the  second,  ayes  31,  noes  15.  So  the  resolutions 
were  adopted. 

After  passing  a  number  of  private  bills^  the  Se- 
nate then  took  a  recess  until  5  o'clock. 


IN  SENATE, 
Fridat  cvBmNo,  March  1, 1837. 

The  PRESIDENT  submitted  thefoHowisgcom. 
mnnication   from  the   President  of  the  Uftited 
States: 
ToUu8»naUi(fUu  UniUdStaUt: 

I  have  received  the  resolution  of  theSeasteof 
this  day,  upon  the  subject  of  a  cooniiiiucatioii 
made  to  you  by  the  Postmaster  UenerAl  ob  ihe97tii 
ultimo,  and  have  the  satisfaction  of  laying  befoi« 
the  Senate  the  accompanying  letter  from  that  offi. 
cer,  in  which  he  fally^  disclaims  any  intended  dis- 
respect  to  die  Senate  in  the  commanication  itfor- 
ledto.  '    M.VANBUREN. 

March  1,  1839, 

Post  OmcE  Dbfartmint, 

Mareh  1, 1839. 

Sia:  In  reference  to  the  resolution  of  the  Senate 
adopted  this  day,  and  by  you  Justcommuiufiatedto 
me,  expressing  the  opinion  that  a  commoDicatioii 
made  by  me  on  the  27th  ult.  in  reply  to  their  reso- 
lution of  the  same  date,  was  disrespectfal  to  tbt 
body,  I  have  only  to  say  that  no  disrespect  wis  in- 
tended or  felt. 

Their  resolntion  of  the  12th  ult.  calling  for  ihc 
names  of  removed  postmasters,  designated  MSft- 
dfic  time  within  which  the.  information  wotiM  be 
wanted;  and  as  it  did  not  appear  lo  look 
to  any  legislative  or  executive  action  on  their 
past,  the  necessity  of  great  expedition  it 
preparing  and  communicating  them,  to  ik 
delay  of  other  pressing  matters,  was  not  ap- 
preciated by  me  so  highly  as  it  appears  to  have 
been  by  the  Senate,  or  as  perhaps  it  onght  to  ban 
been.  And  as  the  reply  to  the  lesolution  of  the 
12ih  was  already  in  the  hands  of  the  messenget, 
and  would  accompany  the  reply  to  that  of  the 
27th,  showing  that  no  disposition  existed  to  with- 
hold the  information  called  for,  it  did  not  occur  lo 
me  that  any  detailed  explanation  why  it  bad  aot 
been  sooner  sent  was  necessary,  or  woald  be  a* 
pected.  Hence  it  will  be  perceived  that  the  letkt 
complained  of  was  written  hastily,  (the  messengtf 
having  been,  in  fact,  detained  (Tntil  itcoaldbe 
written  and  recorded;)  and  but  for  the  hurry  of  da 
moment,  not  allowing  time  for  coaMderatioa,  I 
should  probably  have  given  the  more  fall  exptan* 
tion  contained  in  this  letter. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
AMOS  KENDALL 

The  Committee  on  Finance,  to  which  had  \m 
referred  the  bill  making  appropriations  for  thewgj 
port  of  the  Government  for  the  year  1839,  itfM 
the  same  with  several  amendments. 

An  act  making  appropriations  for  the  army  t[ 
the  year  1839  was  taken  up,  and  after  sct^ 
amendments  had  been  offered  and  decided  oa,^' 

Mr.  BENTON  offered  an  amendment  apprtjA 
ting  seven  hundred  and  forty  thousand  dollais  ■ 
putting  certain  old  fortifications  in  a  suteoTa 
ciency,  and  for  completing  new  works  wbiehsl 
not  yet  finished. 

This  amendment  was    supported  by  MeiM 
BENTON  and  DAVIS,  and  opposed  by  Mr.  C 
HOUN;and  on  taking  \he  question  it  was  k 
yeas  14,  nays  23,  as  follow?: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Allen,  Bayard,  Benton,  (^ 
Alabama,  Davis,  Fnlton,  Knight,  Nicholas,) 
bins,  Ruggles,  Walker,  Wall,  Webster,  and 
Hams  of  Maine — 14. 

NAYS-r-Messrs.  Buchanan,  Calhoun,  Gh 
Kentucky,  Crittenden,  Cathbert,  FosUr,  HoW 
Lyon,  McKean,  Niles,  Norvell,  Pierce,  Pi« 
Roane,  Sevier,  Smith  of  Connecticut,  Smiths 
diana,  Swift,  White,  Williams  of  "" 
Wright,  and  Young— 23.  , 

After  several  amendments,  the  bill  was  on 
to  a  third  reading. 

An  act  making  appropriations  for  the  prplB 
of  the  Northern  and  Northwestern  frontier 
taken  up,  and  after  being  considered  as  is 
mittee  of  the  Whole,  was  ordered  to  be 
for  a  third  readinfr,  read  a  third  time,  and , 

Mr.  WRIGHT,  from  the  Coimnitieeon  Fin 
to  which  had  been  referred  a  bill  from  the  H 
making  an  appropriation  for  the  suppress 
Indian  hostilities  for  the  year  1839, 
the  same  with  an  amendmen^,  which 
sidered  and  adopted. 


CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBE. 
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Mr.  CLAY  of  Alabama  offered  an  amendment 
making  an  appropriation  for  proptrtjr  taken  by 
officers  of  tbe  Government  in  the  campaign  againtt 
the  Creek  Indians,  which  he  advocated  at  some 
ength,  as  a  measore  of  long  deferred  jostioe  to 
many  citisens  whose  prqpertj  had  been*  appropriat- 
ed to  the  use  of  the  Gov^emment.  The  amendment 
was  rpjected — ayes  1 1 ,  noes  26. 

The  bin  was  then  ordenNl  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading,  and  afterwards  read  a  third  time  and 


An  act'giving  to  the  President  of  the  United  States 
additional  powers  in  defence  of  the  United  States, 
in  case  of  inyasion,  and  for  other  purposes,  was 
readna  third  time  and  passed. 

An  act  to  alter  and  amend  the  organic  law  of 
the  Territories  of  Wisconrm  and  Iowa; 

Ah  act  to  establish  and  define  the  eastern  boun- 
dary Uoe  of  the  Territory  of  Iowa; 

An  act  to  authorize  the  election  and  appoint- 
ment of  certain  officers  in  the  Territory  of  Iowa 
and  for  other  purposes; 

An  act  to  amend  an  act  entitled  an  act  regulat- 
ings the  pay  and  emoluments  of  brevet  officers,  ap- 
proved April  16,  1818;  and 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Capt.  John  Vannettin  and 
his  company  for  their  services  during  the  late  war; 

"Were  severally  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  Senate  then  went  into  Executive  session; 
an*!  aAer  the  doors  were  opened, 

The  bill  making  appropriation  for  the  civil  and 
diplomatic^xpenses  of  the  Government  for  the 
year  1839,  was  taken  up  for  consideration,  tad 
after  several  amendments  proposed  by  the  Com- 
mittee on  Finance  had  been  oonoorred  in,  the 
amendment  of  the  committee  proposing  to  strike 
out  the  following  section,  viz:  **For  the  balance 
doe  on  account  of  the  first  yolume  of  the  Documen- 
tary History  of  the  United  States,  five  thousand 
six  hundred  and  two  dollars;  and  the  Secretary  of 
State  is  hereby  authorized  to  deliver  to  the  Secreta- 
ry of  the  Senate  fofty  copies  of  said  work,  and  the 
Clerk  of  the  House  of  Representatives  three  hun- 
dred and  sixiy'^ght  copies  of  said  work,  to  be  dis- 
tributed to  each  of  the  members  of  the  Senate  and 
House  of  Representatives  of  the  33d,  34th,  and  35ih 
Coi^ressKs,  who  are  not  entitled  to  receive  thesahie 
nnder  former  resolutions  or  acts  of  Congress,"  was 
considered. 

Mr.  WEBOTEK  hoped  that  the  Senate  would 
not  suike  out  this  appropriation.  It  was,  io  his 
opinion,  a  very  small  matter,  and  too  unimportant 
to  be  wasting  the  time  of  the  Senate  on  at  this 
late  period  of  the  session.  The  House  had  thought 
jnoper  to  make  this  appropriation  to  fulfil  the  obli- 
gations of  a  contract  entered  into  by  this  Govern- 
■lent,  andhethooghttheproper  way  was  to  agree 
to  it,  and  not  hazard  the  loss  of  the  bill  and  the  con- 
sequent stopping  of  the  Government  by  delaying 
the  passage  of  it.  If  gentlemen  would  persist  in 
cousumtnff  time,  and  were  determined  to  higgle 
with  the  House  on  this  appropriation  of  five  thou- 
sand dollars,  he  had  warned  them  of  the  conse* 
qoences,  and  they  must  take  the  responsibility. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  said  if  the  Senator  from  Maasa- 
efausetia  thinks  I  am  not  aware  of  my  responsibili- 
ty, or  that  I  fear  to  meet  it,  he  does  not  know  me. 
Mr.  W.  thought  the  time  was  come  when  the  Se- 
nate shonld  make  a  stand  upon  this  subject,  and 
said  the  lesponsibility  of  defeating  the  bill,  if  it  was 
lost,  would  rebt  with  those  who  had  iocorporattd 
thia  provision  into  it.  Mr.  W.  went  on  at  some 
length  ia  opposition  to  the  practice  of  appropriating. 
money  for  the  purchase  of  books,  and  distributing 
them  among  themselves,  and  trusted  that  the  Se- 
nate would  not  countenance  it  any  longer. 

Alter  some  remarks  from  Mr.  BENTON  jn  fa- 
vor of  the  amendment,  the  question  was  taken  on 
the  recommendation  of  the  committee,  when 

The  PRESIDENT  announced  there  was  not  a 
quorum  in  attendance. 

Mr.  SEVIER  moved  that  there  be  a  call  of  the 
Senate. 

The  PRESIDENT  said  the  Senator  from  Arkan  • 
sas  might  reach  bis  object  by  moving  that  the  Ser- 
geantpst-arms  be  directed  to  summon  the  absent 
Senators,  and  if  they  refused  attending,  the  presi- 
diag  officer  might  issue  hia  warrant,  and  have  them 
ViDugfat  before  the  Senate. 

Mr.  SEVIER  modified  his  motioa  aMordingly. 


Several  Senators  requesting  Mr.  S.  to  withdraw 
his  motion, 

Mr.  WALKER  hoped  that  the  Senator  from  Ar] 
kansas  would  persist  in  it.  The  only  Senators  who 
were  invalids,  and  whose  healths  were  endangered 
by  the  protracted  sittings  of  that  body, '  were  in 
their  seats  attending  to  their  public  daties,  while  a 
majority  of  the  Senate,  who  had  not  the  plea  of 
illness  to  ofifer  as  an  excuse  for  their  absence,  were 
in  their  beds.  He  hpped  the  motion  would  be  per- 
sisted in,  an^  that  Senators,  if  other  motives  could 
not  induce  them  to  do  so,  would  be  compelled  by 
order  of  the  body  to  attend  to  the  public  business. 

After  some  conversation  the  motion  wa$  with- 
drawn, and    The  Senate  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OP  REPRESENTATIVES, 
FsTDAY,  March  1,  1839. 

Mr.  GRAY  asked  leave  to  submit  a  resolution 
givng  the  pages  and  messengers  of  the  House  an 
extra  allowance  of  $350  over  and  above  their  pay 
for  their  three  months^  services. 

Blr.  LEWIS  WILLIAMS  objected. 

The  CHAIR,  however,  said  the  unfinished  busi- 
ness must  first  be  disposed  of.  This  was  the  report 
from  the  Select  Committee  on  Virginia  bounty 
warrants^  the  reading  of  which  was  ^ot  concluded 
yesterday. 

Mr.  GRAY  said  he  hoped  it  would  be  passed 
over  for  the  present. 

Mr.  BRIGGS  should  object,  because,  if  passed 
over  this  morning,  it  would  not  be  reached  again, 
and  the  object  of  the  committee  be  defeated. 

The  reading  of  the  report  was  resumed,  and 
various  ineffectual  efforts  were  made  to  dispense 
with  it;  but  it  again  occnpicd  the  whole  morning 
hoar  without  being  brought  to  a  conclusion. 

Mr.  BOULDIN,  from  the  Committee  for  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  on  leave,  reported,  without 
amendment,  Senate  joint  resolution  authorizing  the 
opening  of  an  alley  and  the  execution  of  certain 
deeds  in  the  city  of  Washington. 

Also,  Senate  bill,  without  amendment,  to  extend 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  corporation  of  the  city  of 
Washington  over  the  Potomac  bridge. 

Also,  Senate  bill  to  incorporate  Georgetown  Col- 
lege, in  the  District  of  Colombia. 

The  above  bills  and  resolution  were  severally 
read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

Mr.  EWING  moved  to  suspend  the  special  or- 
der for  one  hour,  to  go  into  committee  on  the  Cum- 
berland road  bill. 

Cries  of  "No !  no!"  from  all  parts  of  the  Hall. 

The  motion  was  rejected  by  a  large  majority. 

Mr.  GRAVES  asked  the  House  to  take  up  the 
resolution  submitted  by  him  some  time  since,  in  re- 
lation to  the  alleged  defalcation  of  Charles  J.  In- 
gersoll,  late  District  Attorney  at  Philadelphia;  but 
it  was  objected  to. 

Mr.  MERCER  moved  a  suspension  of  the  spe- 
cial order  for  half  an  hour,  to  enable  the  commit- 
tees to  report;  but  the  motion  was  rejected. 

Mr.  GRAI4T  asked  leave  to  make  an  explana- 
tion in  relation  to  the  debate  between  himself  and 
Mr.  Graves  last  night;  but  it  was  refused. 

The  following  Executive  com  munication^C  were 
received  and  laid  on  the  table,  yiz: 

A  message  from  the  President  of  the  Uaited 
States,  in  obedience  to  a  resolution  of  the  House 
of  the  18th  January  last,  calling  for  a  copy  of  a 
despatch  from  Mr.  Sievenson,  our  Minister  at  Lon- 
don, on  the  subject  of  the  tobacco  trade. 

A  communication  from  the  Treasurer  of  the 
United  States,  transmitting  copies  of  his  accounts 
settled  by  the  accounting  officers  of  the  Treasury, 
for  the  third  and  fourth  quarters  of  1837,  and  the 
first  and  second  quarters  of  1838. 

A  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  in  obedi- 
dience  to  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Repiesenta- 
tatives  of  the  19th  ultimo,  cainng  for  a  statement 
of  the  proceedings  of  his  Department  in  the  exe- 
cution of  the  first  and  second  provisions  of  the 
fonrth  article  of  the  treaty  of  the  1st  November, 
1837,  with  the  Winnebago  Indians. 

A  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  transmitting 
« report  of  the  Commissioner  of  Indian  Aflhirs, 
and  one  of  the  Second  Auditor  of  the  Treasury,  in 
answer  to  the  r^lution  of  the  16th  ultimo,  calling 
for  iofarmalioA  (»  reference  to  the  tseaty  with  the 


Pottawatamie  Indians,  of  the  35th,  26th,  and  37th 
of  October,  1833. 

A  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  transmitting 
reports  from  the  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs 
and  Second  Auditor,  in  reply  to  a  resolution  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  of  the  38th  of  Jannary 
last,  in  relation  to  the  execution  of  the  treatises  of 
1833  and  1834,  with  the  Chickasaw  Indians,  aind 
the  treaty  of  1830,  with  the  Choctaws. 

A  communication  from  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  in  compliance,  as  far  as  practicable,  with 
the  resolution  of  the  House  of  the  3l8i  December 
last,  in  relation  to  the  condition  of  the  banks  in 
Wisconsin.     MAINE  BOUNDARY. 

The  Honse  then,  in  parsuance  of  the  special  or- 
der, went  into  Committee  on  the  Union,  Mr.  Lin- 
coln in  the  chair,  on  the  '*bill  giving  to  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  additional  powers  for  the 
defence  of  the  United  States,  in  cases,  against  in- 
vasion, and  for  other  purposes.** 

After  some  conversation  as  to  the  order  of  pro- 
ceeding, Mr.  PICKENS  giving  notice  of  his  inten- 
tion to  move  to  strike  out  the  second  section  of  the 
bill, 

Mr.  ROBERTSON  suggested  a  modification  of 
the  first  section,  so  as  not  to  assume  that  Great  Bri- 
tain "set  up  a  claim'*  to  exclusive  jurisdiction. 

Mr.  MENEFEE  wished  the  phraseology  made 
'SO  clear  that  the  Executive  should  rasist  an  oocupa 
tion  of  this  territory,  either  on  the  part  of  the  Go 
vemment  of  Great  Britain,  directing  and  acting  on 
her  own  responsibility,  or  through  her  provincial 
authorities. 

Mr.  CRAIG  saw  no  necessity  for  making  any 
distinction. 

Ml.  BrDDLE  said  he  was  not  prepared  to  vote 
fnr  any  part  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  ADAMS  saw  no  necessity  fojr  Mr.  Ro- 
BKRTsoN's  amendment.  The  case  did  not  ap- 
ply as  it  did  yesterday  to  the  report,  because  it 
was  there  asserted  that  an  ^'agreement**  was  fet  up 
by  Great  Britain.  Now  there  was  a  **claim.*'  She 
set  up  a  claim,  and  so  did  we. 

Mr.  ROBERTSON  immediately  withdrew  his 
amendment. 

Mr.  HOWARD  could  see  no  necessity  of  draw-' 
ing  the  distinction  indicated  by  Mr.  Menepee. 

Mr.  MENEFEE  still  thought  provision  ought  to 
be  made  to  meet  both  cases. 

Mr.  NAYLOR,  to  meet  this  objection,  and  obvi- 
ate all  confusion  or  difilcnlty  that  might  hereafter 
arise,  moved  to  insert  aOer  <*Oreat  Britain**  the 
words  '*or  her  provincial  authorities.** 

Mr.  KENNEDY  approved  entirely  of  the  prin- 
ciples of  the  report,  and  should  support  the  bill  as 
ii  had  been  brought  in  by  Mr.  Howard.  He  then 
went  on  to  read  a  number  of  extracts  from  the  de- 
spatches of  Sir  Charles  Vaughan,  etc.  to  show  that 
Great  Britain  did  set  op  a  pretension  lo  exclusive 
jarudiction  pending  the  controversy,  and  added 
that  he  had  no  doabt,  from  the  tener  of  these  docu- 
ments, that  Sir  John  Harvey  had  received  specific 
instructions  aiid  orders  to  assert  and  maintain  that 
jurisdiction.  Mr.  K.  said  he  should  move  the 
printing  of  this  with  the  other  documents. 

Mr.  ELMORE  inqnired  if  these  papers  had  been 
communicated  to  ourGevemment? 

Mr.  KENNEDY  replied  that  they  had  not. 

Mr.  ELMORE.  Then  it  is  a  private  paper, 
with  which  we  haVe  nothing  to  do. 

Mr.  LEGARE  was  of  a  different  opinion,  in 
spite  of  these  documenut,  and  did  not  believe  any 
such  specific  orders  had  been  received  by  the  Pro- 
vincial Oovemolr  from  the  British  Ministry. 
The  amendment  of  Mr.  Natlor  he  considered  as 
entirely  onnecea^ary.  . 

Mr.  BIDDLE  agreed  with  Mr.  Adams  that  it 
was  desirable  we  shonld  keep  ourselves  right,  and 
therefore  he  was  indisposed  to  run  into  collateral 
questions,'  for  he  was  one  of  those  who  believed  this 
question  would  have  to  be  settled  with  arms.  He 
desired,  therefore,  that  with  such  a  power  as  Great 
Britain,  we  should  use  nothing  like  bravado,  set 
up  nothing  like  a  bugbear.  The  mere  unanimity 
of  that  House  would  have  no  effect  upon  a  proud 
nation  like  that.  This  course  had  been  tried  to- 
wards Mexicoj  and  she  had  treated  us  with  con- 
tempt in  return.  These  experiinenls  would  achieve 
nothing. 

Mr.  HOWARD  explained.    Two  years  ago,  in 


2S6 


CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBE. 


the  Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs,  he  had  again 
and  again  given  it  as  his  opinion  thtt  the  pacific 
coarse  aAerwards  adopted  wonld  be  ineffectual. 
He  was  for  a  different  policy. 

Mr.  BIDDLG  had  adduced  this  as  an  illastra- 
tion,  and  beeaase  the  same  coarse  seemed  now 
about  to  be  adopted.  Mr.  B.  proceeded:  If  we  did 
go  to  war,  he  hoped  it  would  not  terminate  as  the 
last  did,  by  leaving  the  question  in  suspension.  If, 
however,  we  went  to  war,  it  should  always  be  on 
such  a  question  as  should  unite  our  whole  people, 
upon  which  they  would  think  and  dwell  nicht  and 
morning — upon  which  they  could  rally.  Was  the 
present  such  a  quesUoo?  It  wa?  not.  Even  in  view 
of  all  the  atrocities  of  the  late  war,  when  our  whole 
coast  was  plundered  and  hundreds  of  families  re- 
duced to  ruin — when  our  commerce  was  almost 
annihilated,  uur  seamen  forcibly  taken  and  made 
to  serve  against  their  country,  with  the  popular  cry 
of  <*free  trade  and  sailors*  rights,"  what  was  the 
scene  exhibited?  So  far  from  that  general  unani- 
mity indispensable  to  success,  one-half  the  country 
was  almost  in  friendly  alliance  with  the  enemy,  and 
the  pulpit  poured  its  blessings  upon  them  as  the 
main  piilar  of  religion. 

Mr.  B.  then  went  on  te  show  that  the  present 
was  not  such  a  question  as  warranted  our  hurrying 
ourselves  into  a  long  and  sanguinary  war,  and  he 
cited  a  speech  of  Mr.  Evi^NS,  made  a  year  ago,  to 
prove  that  this  mere  question  of  jurisidiciion  was 
viewed  as  a  matter  of  very  small  importance  by 
the  State  of  Maine;  and  if  she,  who  was  directly 
interested,  had  made  a  light  matter  of  it,  why 
should  we  be  now  called  upon  to  issue  a  declara- 
tion of  war  thereoni  for  he  regarded  the  step  now 
about  to  be  taken  as  equivalent  to  a  declaration  of 
war.  Mr^B.  went  on  at  length  to  demonstrate 
that  exaggerated  importance  had  been  given  to  this 
question  all  at  once,  and  insisted  that  acquiescence 
in  the  jurisdiction  of  Great  Britain  over  the  dis- 
puted territory  had  been  yielded  from  1824  down 
by  the  General  £(ovemment,  and  distinctly  recosr- 
nized  by  the  Legislature  of  Massachusetts.  To 
sustain  this  position  he  cited  a  vliriety  of  docu- 
ments. To  go  to  war  now  upon  the  new  question 
involved,  would  be  to  go  to  war  with  the  shadow 
after  having  abandoned  ihe  substance.  It  was  one 
upon  which  the  people  of  this  country  could  never 
be  rallied;  but  if  the  President  eame  there,  and  told 
them  that  all  negotiation  was  at  an  end,  and  that 
there  was  ne  resort  leA  but  to  arms,  then  he  was 
prepared  to  go  into  it  even  to  the  ruin  of  himself 
and  those  he  represented.  He  implored  the  House 
to  pause,  and  not  to  rush  prematurely  into  a  con- 
test«  the  termination  of  which  no  one  could  foretell 

Mr.  HOWARD  deemed  Mr.  Natlor's  amend- 
ment entirely  unnecessary,  because  the  whole  case 
was  fully  met  in  the  general  terras  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  H.  said  he  had  listened  to  the  speech  of 
Mr.  BiDOLE  with  surprise  and  regret.  The  sum 
and  subsUnce  of  the  gentleman's  argument  was, 
that  the  President  was  wrong  in  the  position  he 
had  taken,  because  the  administration  of  General 
Jackson  had  suffered  this  question  to  remain  dor- 
mant. Was  that  an  argument,  Mr.  H.  would  in- 
quire, to  be  used  upon  a  question  like  ihisi  Refuse 
10  pass  this  bill,  adopt  the  course  recommended  by 
the  gentleman  from  Pennsvlvania,'  and  where 
would  the  country  be?  Would  it  lenew  the  nego- 
tiation? Il  could  not,  and  the  Governor  of  New 
Brunswick  might  go  on  with  the  invasion,  or  might 
not.  Pass  no  law,  adjourn,  make  no  appropna- 
tion,  and  refuse  to  sustain  the  President  in  the 
lofty  grounds  he  has  taken,  and  what  will  be 
ihe  consequence?  They  send  him  into  the  field 
at  the  head  of  the  militia  he  has  called  out 
crippled  by  the  refusal  of  the  House  to  sustain 
him  in  whatever  oonsirferation  of  national  honor 
calls  upon  him  to  do.  Surely  (he  gentleman  from 
Penn>yivaoia  would  be  the  last  to  desire  (his. 
Nothing  was  to  be  gained  by  pefusing  to  pass  this 
bi  1;  mHP.h,  perhaps  every  thing,  to  be  lost.  He 
Iru  ie*i  this  throatening  crisis  would  pass  away 
peaceably.  He  wasfcjr  peace  so  long  as  it  wu Id 
be  preserved  wiihoui  impairing  thn  national  honor, 
but  no  lunger;  and  in  saying  this,  be  spoke  the  sen- 
timents of  those  he  represented.  In  reply  to  Mr. 
BiDDLK,  he  also  contended  that  the  issue  was  a 
plain  onei  to  b^  vndentood  hfVfmyyOAt.    He 


held  that  Sir  John  Harvey  must  be  supposed  capa- 
ble of  understand inc  his  orders,  and  it  was  no 
more  improbable  that  he  had  received  specific 
orders  of  the  character  referred  to,  than  that  the 
commander  of  the  infamous  expedition  against 
the  Caroline,  and  the  .  murder  ol  her  defenceless 
crew,  should  be  rewarded  with  the  subsequent 
command  of  the  lake  frontier  of  Canada.  He 
stated  that  he  was  instructed  to  move  to  fill  up  the 
blank  with  |10,000,000,  when  they  reached  that 
part  of  the  bill. 

Again:  refuse  to  ^ass  this  measure,  adjourn 
and  do  nothing,  and  if  circumstances  should  arise 
rendering  an  extraordinary  convening  of  Congress 
necessary,  the  first  thing  they  must  do,  would  be  to 
pass  a  law  in  the  terms  of  the  second  section  ef 
this  bill.  As  for  the  idea  of  a  threat,  he  disclaimed 
it.  No  such  idea  was  enteitained  by  the  com- 
mittee. 

Mr.  BIDDLE  explained.  He  never  intended  to 
say,  but  only  referred  to  what  might  bei  the  impres- 
sion of  the  British  Grovemment.  He  agreed  with 
the  President,  and  wished  no  premature  leaning  to  a 
military  resort. 

Mr.  HOWARD  said,  as  their  debates  went  forth 
the  disclaimer  was  necessary.  The  plan  proposed, 
he  insisted,  was  pacific,  but,  at  the  same  time,  it 
was  one  that  if  war  was  forced  upon  us  we 
should  not  be  unprepared.  He  had  no  fears  of  the 
people  not  rallying  an  issue  like  this,  and  no  com- 
parison should  be  drawn  between  our  present  condi- 
tion and  resources,  and  that  of  1812.  The  bill, 
however,  was  but  an  initiatory  step,  and  only  au- 
thorized action  on  the  part  of  the  Executive  in  an 
extreme  case,  when  all  pacific  expedients  have 
failed. 

Mr.  EVANS  followed,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Biddls, 
and  in  support  of  the  bill,  but  before  he  had  pro- 
ceeded flar,  the  hour  arrived  for  the  House  to  take 
its  daily  recess. 


Friday  Evening,  March  1,  1839. 

Mr.  EVANS  resumed  his  speech  after  the  ad- 
journment, and  continued  to  occupy  the  floor  for  a 
considerable  time,  when  he  was  succeeded  by  Mr. 
FILLMORE,  who  urged  some  provision  for  the 
defence  of  the  lakes,  and  laid  on  the  table  an 
an^endment  empowering  the  President  to  arm  and 
equip  as  many  steamboats  as  he  might  deem  ne- 
C3ssary  for  that  end. 

Mr.  MENEFEB  spoke  with  great  earnestness 
on  the  necessity  of  vindicating  the  national  honor. 

Mr.SALTONSTALL  opposed  the  bfU  as  pre- 
mature, and  read  extensively  from  the  documents 
to  show  that  Great  Britain  had  no  right  to  claim 
the  existence  of  any  understanding  between  the  two 
Governments  for  her  exclusive  possession  of  the 
disputed  territory,  yet  the  course  of  our  Govern- 
ment had  been  such  as  to  encourage  such  an  idea; 
and  therefore  we  ought  to  give  lime  for  explana- 
tion. He  charged  Maine  with  rashness  and  indis- 
cretion in  the  movement  which  she  had  made. 

Mr.  LEGARE  defended  the  bill,  denied  it  was  a 
war  measure,  but  insisted  that  its  tendency  was  to 
peace.  He  examined  the  question  of  ri?ht,  and 
vindicated  the  stand  taken  by  the  State  of  Maine. 

Mr.  PICKENS  replied  to  the  remarks  of  Mr. 
Menkfex,  and  said  that  national  interest  ought  to 
be  leoked  at  as  well  as  national  honor.  He  depre- 
cated war,  and  thought  peace  might  be  preserved, 
but  was  prepared  to  go  any  length  when  war  was 
inevitable.  He  opposed  the  second  section  of  the 
bill,  which  empowers  the  President  to  raise  twenty 
new  regiments,  etc. 

Mr.  NAYLOR  insisted  that  it  would  be  an  empty 
bravado  to  pass  the  rest  of  the  bill,  and  not  ihe  se- 
cond section,  which  gave  vitality  and  force  to  the 
whole.  He  concluded  that  the  country  must  do 
something  in  the  case,  and  supported  the  bill  as  fit 
and  necessary. 

Mr.  PRENTISS  replied  to  some  of  the  remarks 
of  Mr.  Pickens,  and  lrraf*»d  with  ridicule  the  idea 
oflookinsat  interest  wh*»n  htncr  was  at  stake. 
He  wpni  into  an  cxaininaiion  of  the  several  parts 
of  the  bill,  opposcfi  ihe  second  secrion,  and  wishrd 
the  it^idue  better  guarded,  and  the  discretion  of  the 
President  more  restricted. 

Mr.  HOFFMAN  went  into  an  explanation  of  the 
reaaoBs  why,  although  a  repnsentatifo  of  a  gieat 


commercial  emporium,  which  must  be  noit  wn^, 
bly  injured  by  war,  should  it  come,  hegaveiiif 
support  to  the  bill.-  He  then  west  into  a  brief  ex- 
amination of  the  existing  difficulty,  and  InBistedea 
the  necessity  of  supporting  the  national  rights  ud 
character  at  every  sacrifice.  ^ 

Mr.  THOMPSON  followed  in  a  similar  goqm 
of  remark,  commenting  with  great  severity  on  tin 
injustice  and  arrogance  of  the  British  cUioB,  ui 
the  course  of  the  Provincial  Government  on  ikk 
occasion,  and  pledged  bis  constituents  and  hinueU; 
to  the  whole  extent  of  their  means,  to  stand  by  <hft 
Government. 

Mr.  WM.  COST  JOHNSON  moved  the  lab- 
stsnce  of  the  Foundry  bill  to  be  inserted  as  u 
amendment. 

Mr.  WISE  treated  tho  whole  debate  as  a  matter 
of  amusement.  Those  who  talked  so  madk«l^ 
dom  were  great  doers.  The  whole  danger,  u  hi 
understood,  was  like  to  pass  away;  but,  if  not,  In 
opposed  giving  to  any  I^ident  powers  so  la^n 
those  in  the  bill.  He  ofifered,  by  way  of  soiati- 
tute,  the  resolutions  moved  in  Uie  Senate  by  Miv 
BocHANAN,  and  then  moved  that  the  coaniUM 
rise;  but  consented  to  withdraw  the  motion  under 
a  pledge  that  it  should  be  renewed. 

Mr.  EVANS  stated  that  information  hadbeea 
received  through  the  papers  by  the  evening*!  mail, 
that  a  special  messenger  bad  passed  thnraghAtr 
gusta,  Maine,  with  despatches  from  Sir  John  Hih 
vey  for  the  British  Minister  here,  the  ^nteniB  va- 
kttown,  but  generally  understood  and  belicvei  to 
be  expressive  of  his  determination  to  take  no  f«^ 
ther  step  until  the  receptien  of  the  Minister^ » 
ply.  It  was  not  certainly  true,  though  he  vat 
strongly  inclined  to  believe  that  it  was. 

He  then  went  into  a  course  of  very  severe  aaj- 
madversion  on  the  speech  of  Mr.  SALTOi«rAiit« 
particularly  as  coming  from  a  member  from  M«» 
sachusetts,  who  had  been  the  first  to  reast  Biiliik 
aggression;  and,  as  a  contrast  to  the  positions  of  tUt 
gentleman,  read  a  series  of  reaolntions,  jost  »• 
ceivedft  from  the  Legislatare  of  Massad)usetli,Miy 
supporting  Maine  in  all  she  had  done,  and  prafis* 
ing  for  her  aid  the  loan  of  a  million  of  dollars.  9s 
further  slated  that  an  agent  of  Massachnselie  kll 
accompanied  the  agent  of  Mains  in  the  late  tn» 
actions,  and  had  concurred  fully  in  all  that  ot 
done;  that  the  party  who  went  to  support  the  As* 
riflf,  though  they  had  arms  with  them  to  icsiiK,!^ 
need  be,  an  armed  body  of  trespassecs  which  *^ 
understood  to  be  collected  ia  a  considerable 
within  the  territory,  had  taketi  care  to  carry 
boxed  up,  and  bad  determined  not  to  c^  IM 
boxes  until  the-  actual  necessity  arrived  of  a  km 
ble  conflict.  It  was  not  a  miliury  expedition,  W 
strictly  a  civil  one  to  enforce  the  executfoa  oft 
writ.  As  to  the  secret  session  of  the  LegislatQie,i 
had  been  secret  to  conceal  the  "movement,  not  frifl 
the  GJ^ncral  Government  here,  or  the  Provine| 
Government  beyond  ^hc  lines,  but  front  the  li 
passers  whom  it  was  desirable  to  aeisse  before 
could  make  good  their  retreat.  ^_ 

After  some  general  remarks  on  theneeeiri| 
whether  the  pacific  intdligenoe  were  true  or  hk 
of  still  passing  the  bill,  Mr.  E.  according  io  I 
pledge,  moved  the  rising  of  the  committee,  V 
hoped  the  motion  would  not  prevail. 

[It  was  now  midnight.} 

The  question  being  put,  it  was  carried,  and  A 
upon  the  committee  rose  and  reported  pxvgce* 

On  motion  of  Mr.  HOWARD,  it  was  or 
that  the  consideration  of  this  -bill  be  the  a 
order  for  to-morrow  at  11  o'clock,  to  lake] 
dence  of  ail  other  business. 

Mr.  PETRIKIN  moved  a  reoonsideratioa 
vote  on  a  bill  for  the  benefit  of  the 
College,  but  did  not  press  it. 

Mr.  WISE  obtained  the   printing  of  lus 
tute  fer  the  military  preparation  bill. 

The  Housf  took  up  sundry  bills  on  the 
table  which  had  Cvme  back   from  the  Senajs 
ampndmpnts. 

'The  amenrlments  to  the    bill    for  the  rel« 
.Tdseph  M.  Hernandez  were  concnrred  in,  and 
bill  passed. . 

The  Senate^  amendment  to  the  bill  fm 
tion  of  a  new  jail  in  Wasiiington,  leM 
addition  of  ^1,000  to  the  nppropsirtm  hf 
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Hovse  of  130,000  for  tbe  ereetioi^  of  (hftt  baildibg. 
TPke  Ibill  was  rtferred  toft  Committee  of  the  Whole 
OD  the  state  of  the  Uoioo. 

The  Uou5e  bill  for  the  support  of  the  army,  with 
nuidry  amendments  from  the  Senate,  was  referred 
in  hke  manner. 

The  Senate'^  amendment  to  the  bill  for  the  re- 
lief of  the  Springfield  Mannfactaring  Company 
having  been  re^, 

•  Mr.  CALHOUN  of  Massachusetts  moved  that 
the  said  amendment  be  non-concurred  in. 
.  Various  attempts  were  made  to  get  a  qaoram  on 
tluB  motion,  and  several  motions  for  adjoamment 
were  made,  the  last  of  which  sacceeded— -yeas  73, 
noes  58;  and  so 

The  HoDse  adjourned  at  half  past  12  o'clock. 

IN  SENATE, 
Satoroat,  March  2, 1839. 

Mr.  HUBBARD  presented  a  petition  from  citi- 
SBB8  of  New  Hampsiiire,  for  a  post  route;  which 
was  laid  on  the  uble. 

Mr.  H.  also  presented  certain  joint  resolutions  of 
the  Legistatare  of  New  Hampshire,  instructing 
their  S^tois  and  requesting  their  Representatives 
to  •btatn  the  adjustment  of  claims  for  spoliations 
eomrastted  by  France  prior  to  1800;  which  were 
lead,  aad  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  MORRIS  presented  seFcral  petitions  for  the 
abolition  of  slavery;  which  he  asked  might  be  re- 
oesved. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  CLAY  of  Alabama,  the  mo- 
tion to  receive  was  laid  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  NORYGLL,  from  the  Committee  on  Com- 
mcree,  to  which  were  referred  several  memorials 
en  the  anbject  of  a  steam  revenue  cutter,  made  a 
report  thereon,  accompanied  by  the  following  re- 
aotaitioB: 

tUaeh^  That  the  reeelutiens  and  memorials 
ooaeeming  the  construction  of  steam  revenue 
cotters,  with  a  copy  of  this  report,  be  referred  to 
the  Secreury  of  the  Navy. 

The  resolution  was  considered  and  adopted. 

Mr.  CUTHBERT,  from  the  Committee  on  Na- 
val Affairs,  to  which  wai  referred  the  memorial  of 
the  heirs  of  ftobert  Fulton,  made  a  special  report 
thereon;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Hie  folK>wing resolution,  submitted  by  Mr.  BEN- 
TON, was  considered  and  adopted: 

Bmihtdf  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  cause  to  be  laid  before  the  Senate^ 
at  the  oomiaencement  of  the  next  session  of  Con- 
gress, reports  upon  the  mUitary  and  naval  defences 
of  the  country,  showing — 
'  JFInf.  The  fortifications,  or  other  permanent  de- 
fences, commenced,  completed,  projected,  or 
deemed  necessary — 1.  For  the  Northern  frontier, 
from  Lake  Superior  to  Passamaquoddy  bay.  2. 
For  the  maritime  frontier,  from  Passamaquoddy 
bay  to  Cape  Florida.  3.  The  Gulf  frontier,  from 
Gape  Florida  to  the  Sabine  bay.  4.  The  Western 
finralier,  from  the  Sabine  bay  to  Lake  Superior, 
-with  a  conjectural  estimate  of  the  probable  ex- 
pense of  constructing  or  completing  such  works  as 
may  not  yet  have  been  completed  or  commenced. 

SecmL  The  state  of  the  armament  of  the  forti- 
l&eations,  so  far  as  the  same  may  be  completed  or 
commenced,  with  a  conjectural  estimate  of  the  ex- 
pense of  completing  the  armament  of  all  the  forts 
wliich  may  be  commenced,  or  deemed  necessary  to 
be  eofistmcted. 

Tkird.  The  armories,  arsenals,  magazines,  and 
fiMUKlries,  either  constructed  or  deemed  necessary, 
"WiAk  a  conjectural  estimate  of  the  expense  of  con- 
sAraeting  such  of  said  establishments  as  may  not 
jet  be  completed  or  commenced,  bu|  which  may  be 
oMmed  necessary. 

JWrfh.  The  floatiDg,  or  steam  batterie?,  or  ves- 
which  have  been  constructed  in  aid  of  fortifica- 
or  may  be  beemed  necessary  to  be  construct- 
ed in  aid  of  such  works,  with  a  conjectural  estimate 
of  tbe  expense  which  the  same  may  require. 

J^lh.  The  ships  of  war  built,  or  uoder  copstnic- 

0911,  er  deemed  necessary  to  be  built,  with  a  con- 

leesnral  estimate  of  the  expense  of  building  and 

iVBuag  the  vessels  not  yet  completed  or  commenc- 

*"  ed,  or  which  may  be  deemed  neoessary  within  a 

letime. 

Tile  navy  yards,  docks,  and  naval  esta- 


blishments of  e7ery  kind,  either  constructed  or  com- 
menced, or  deemed  necessary,  with  the  probable 
expen.^  of  completina  the  same. 

With  any  oihcr  inCorraattun  or  suggeKtions  which 
the  President  may  deem  necessary  to  be  communi- 
cated to  Congress,  in  order  to  exhibit  a  full  view  of 
what  is  necessary  to  be  done,  and  the  probable  cost 
thereof,  to  place  the  United  States  in  a  proper  state 
of  defence,  by  land  and  water,  and  on  each  of  the 
four  great  lines  of  defence  which  her  frontiers 
present. 

Mr.  DAVIS  offered  the  following  resolution, 
which  was  considered  and  adopted:. 

Risohtd^  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be 
directed  to  report  to  tbe  Senate,  at  the  next  session 
of  Congress,  whether  any  change  in  the  sy5ttm  of 
marine  hospitals  is  expedient;  and,  if  so,  what, 
and  especially  if  any  new  hospitals  are  necessary, 
and  in  what  manner  they  ought  to  be  erected  if 
deemed  expedient,  and  how  supported. 

The  bill  making  appropriations  for  the  civil  and 
diplomatic  expenses  of  the  Qpvernmentfor  the  year 
1839,  was  taken  up,  and  the  question  being  on  the 
amendment  proposed  by  the  Committee  on  Fi- 
nance, to  strike  out  the  appropriation  for  the 
Documentary  History — 

Mr.  BENTON  spoke  at  much  length  against  the 
appropriation,  and  also  against  the  distribution  of 
the  books,  and  read  froin  reports  of  committees  to 
justify  what  he  said.  He  considered  this  whole 
business  of  printing  books  for  members  of  Con- 
gress— a  practice  which  had  grown  up  within  a 
few  jrears  past«-to  be  one  of  the  most  abominable 
abuses  which  now  beset  the  Government,  and  he 
considered  this  particular  job  as  the  most  abomina- 
ble of  the  whole.  Taken  in  every  way,  the  man- 
ner in  which  it  was  got  through  without  the  know- 
ledge of  the  most  attentive  members-^e  meant 
others  still  more  than  himself— -the  enormity  of  the 
sum  involired — the  vast  bulk  and  little  worth  of  the 
work-— and  the  distribution  of  it  to  the  members 
that  voted  for  it — and  it  was  truly  an  abominable 
abuse.  None  of  us  knew  that  such  a  work  was 
authorized  by  us.  It  was  passed  in  1833,  and  it 
was  nearly  a  year  afterwards  before  we  discovered 
what  we  had  done.  He  (Mr.  B.)  fotmd  it  out  trom 
Mr.  Mangum,  of  North  Carolina,  at  the  next  ses- 
sion, who  was  a  meoiber  of  a  committee  who  dis- 
covered what  had  been  done;  and  then,  for  the  first 
time,  it  was  found  out  that  an  act  had  been  passed 
by  which  upwards  of  half  a  million  of  dollars 
at  tbe  least,  and  possibly  a  million  and  a  half,  was 
td  be  given  to  an  officer  of  tbe  House  of  Represen- 
tatives (M.  St.  C.  Clarke,  the  Clerk  of  the  House) 
snd  his  partner,  for  printing  a  work  to  be  given  to 
those  who  voted  that  officer  and  his  partner  the 
money !  As  soon  as  found  out  the  abuse  was  re- 
sisted by  some  members,  and  has  been  resisted  for 
six  years,  but  without  effect;  for  while  a  majority 
condemn  and  denounce  it,  yet  they  are  placed  under 
duren,  and  compelled  to  vote  for  the  money  and 
the  distribution  by  putting  them  in  the  appropria- 
tion bills  for  the  support  of  the  Gk>vemment,  and 
then  making  it  a  question  to  lose  the  whole  bill  and 
stop  the  Government,  or  let  the  distribution  go  on. 
He,  for  one,  would  vote  against  it,  and  let  the  Gk>- 
vernment  stop,  if  that  should  be  the  consequence; 
and  let  the  people  see  who  it  was  that  would  break 
up  the  Government  before  they  would  cease  voting 
books  to  themselves !  Even  if  the  vote  of  the  books 
ivas  right  in  itself,  it  would  be  wrong  to  be  put  into 
an  appropriation  bill;  and  he  would  net  be  coerced 
by  finding  it  there.  But  the  whole  practice  was 
wrong  in  itself,  and  was  becoming  an  enormous 
abuse — enormous  for  the  amount  of  money— enor- 
mous for  the  principle— enormous  for  the  frightful 
progress  which  it  made — enormous  for  the  conse- 
quecces  it  might  lead  to.  Every  session  we 
have  jobs  and  distributions.  A  multitude  of 
works  have  been  printed  and  distributed.  They 
multiply  every  session.  -  We  vote  tbe  money  to 
the  jobber— -the  jobber  gives  the  books  to  us — 
and  many  of  us  sell  the  books  instanter  to  Mr.  Tem- 
pleman,  or  some  other  purchaser.  Twenty  thou- 
sand— forty  thousand — sixty  thousand  dollars — 
are  a  common  vote,  and  done  with  a  rapidity  which 
defies  all  description,  and  in  a  way  to  escape  tbe 
notice  of  the  most  attentive  members.  But  this  is 
a  case,  not  of  twenty— or  forty— or  sixty  thousand 


dollars,  but  of  one  or  two  millions !  It  is  absolutely 
acase  of  millions,and  may  be  as  many  as  the  jobbers 
choose  lo^makeit.  It  is  without  limits  or  bounda- 
ries; it  is  to  print  whatever  the  jcjbbers  choose  to 
print — for  ihere  is  no  earthly  control  over  them — 
under  the  name  of  Documentary  History  of  the 
Revolution.  Already  they  inform  us  that  the  pri- 
vate and  public  libraries  of  America  and  Europe 
are  to  be  explored  to  find  either  manuscript  or 
printed  matter  to  be  published;  and  they  are  at  li- 
berty to  publish  all  that  they  can  find.  The  first 
compulation  supposed  it  might  amount  to  a  million 
and  a  half  of  dollars;  then  the  undertakers,  when 
the  enormity  of  that  sum  startled  every  body,  pro- 
posed to  put  a  limit  on  themselves  by  limrting 
the  number  of  volumes.  They  proposed  to  limit 
the  volumes  to  twenty,  and  left  the  number  of  pa- 
ges unlimited,  though  estimated  for  at  800  pages. 
The  pay  was  by  the  page— so  much  tbe  page— and 
at  this  rate  it  would  come  to  $30^400  a  volume;  and 
twenty  volumes  would  make  $408,000.  This  seemed 
to  impose  a  limit,  but  it  wa^  all  an  illusion  !  The 
number  of  pages  were  unlimited,  and  instead  of 
800,  the  first  volume— the  only  one  printed— con- 
tains above  1.000  psges !  and  iuj^tead  of  |90,400, 
the  estimated,  the  actual  price  is  $26,000 1  and  by 
doubling  the  pages,  the  next  one  may  be  $53,000. 
This  bill  is  to  pay  a  balance,  a  balance  due  for  the 
first  volume;  and  this  balance  is  $5,600 !  the  esti- 
mated price  of  $30,400  havrng  been  previously 
paid.  At  this  rate  the  twenty  volumes  will  cost 
$530,000;  but  there  is  nothing  to  limit  it  to  that 
amount;  the  publishers  can  print  what  they  please, 
as  many  volumes  as  they  please,  and  as  many  pages 
as  they  please  in  each  volume;  and  being  paid  by 
the  page,  the  bulk  of  the  work,  and  the  amount  of 
the  price,  is  absolutely  without  limit!  It  is  also 
without  limit  as  to  time !  It  may  last  for  centuries, 
and  through  generations;  and  the  families  of  Mr. 
Clarke  and  Mr.  Force  may  be  pensioned  on  the 
Federal  Government  through  succe^ive  ages.  It  is 
a  personal  contract  with  Messrs.  Clarke  and  Force; 
it  will  descend  to  their  representatives;  it  has  taken 
six  years  to  make  one  volume;  and  twenty  volumes, 
even  if  limited  to  that,  would  require,  at  the  same 
rate,  one  hundred  and  twenty  years  to  complete  the 
work.  So  slow  is  the  forth  commg  work  that  we 
have  been  told  on  this  floor— told  by  Mr.  Kino  of 
Georgia,  who  began'  the  good  work  of  opposing 
this  business — ^ihat  he  was  well  informel  that  a 
member  had  sold  his  interest  in  the  whole  Docu- 
mentary History,  for  which  we  pay  a  million  or  so, 
for  ten  dollars  in  nand. 

Mr.  B.  ihen  took  the  ground  that  the  whole  con- 
tract ought  to  be  set  aside,  for  fraud:  first,  in  the 
manner  of  getting  it  through  Congress  in  a  way  to 
prevent  all  knowle^lge  of  the  msgnitude  of  the 
work,  and  that  by  an  officer  of  the  House;  next, 
for  want  of  moral  or  constitutional  power  in  the 
Congress  to  vote  themselves  such  presents;  third, 
for  the  manner  in  which  the  price  was  fixed,  and 
fixed  nearly  twice  too  much— as  he  proved,  by  read- 
ing answers  to  inquiries  from  the  most  eminent 
booksellers  of  Philadelphia  and  other  cities,  ad- 
dressed to  them  by  a  committee  of  the  House  of 
Representatives  after  the  discovery  of  the  extent  of 
the  job  given  to  Messrs.  Clarke  and  Force.  He 
read  from  the  report  to  show  that  Messrs.  Clarke 
and  Force  virtually  fixed  the  price  themselves  by 
putting  it  into  the  face  of  the  law,  that  they  were 
to  have  at  the  same  rate  that  Messrs.  Blair  and 
Rives  were  paid  for  a  certain  work,  the  price  of 
which  was  fixed  by  Mr.  Force,  who  was  selected 
by  Mr.  Clarke  and  Mr.  Lowry  for  that  purpose; 
Clarke  and  Force's  bill  depending  in  Congress, 
while  Mr.  Force,  as  a  referee,  was  fixing  the  price 
of  work  which  was  to  govern  his  own. 

Mr.  B.  finished  with  dechiring  that  this  book 
printing  and  book  distributing  business  bad  become 
an  enormous  abuse;  that  the  attention  of  the  coun- 
tiy  ought  to  be  roused  up  tp  it;  and  if  the  bill  for 
the  support  t  f  the  Government  was  los%  it  would 
reuse  the  country,  and,  in  the  end,  save  millions. 
For  his  own  part,  he  had  been  resisting  this  business 
for  six  years  without  any  effect,  for  it  was  growing 
and  increasing  annaaMy.  But  he  should  go  on  op- 
posing it,  opposing  aU  these  jobs,  great  and  small. 
He  bad  to  encounter  friends  and  foes,  and  to  draw 
on  himself  censure  and  oppositioir.    He  was  sorry 
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for  it,  bat  he  could  not  help  it.  The  abase  most  be 
stopped;  and  he  had  takea  a  fixed  and  inexorable 
resolution  to  try  and  stop  it.  He  had  put  on  his 
iron  nerves,  and  should  yield  to  neither  friends  nor 
foes. 

Mr.  SOUTHARD  spoke  in  reply,  insisting  that 
this  sum  was  due  under  a  contract  which  was  a 
law  of  the  land;  and  that  Congress,  before  with- 
holding appropriations,  ought  to  declare  that  con- 
tract null  and  reid,  which  ao  one  dared  to  propose 
in  direct  terms,  or  else  they  ought  to  make  a 
compromise,  and  allow  Clarke  and  Force  suitable 
damages. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  said  be  would  vote  for  this 
appropriation,  but  a  sense  of  duty  would  not  allow 
him  to  vote  in  f&vor  of  giying  books  to  members  of 
Congrt^s.  He  agreed,  however,  if  Clarke  and 
Force  should  sufier  damage  on  account  of  a  failure 
in  Congress  to  fulfil  a  contract,  they  ought  lo  be 
remunerated. 

On  the  call  of  Mr.  FOSTER,  the  question  was 
divided  so  as  to  ascertain,  first,  whether  the  Senate 
would  make  this  appropriation;  and,  second, 
whether  the  books  should  be  distributed  as  provided 
for  by  the  bill. 

The  former  of  these  questions  was  decided  in  the 
negative,  thus  striking  but  the  appropriation  of 
|5,603  by  yeas  and  nays,  as  follows: 

YEAS-^Mtssrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Brown,  Cal- 
houn, Clay  of  Alabama,  Fulton,  Hubbard,  Linn, 
MoutOD,  Nicholas,  Niles,  Nor  veil.  Pierce,  Roane, 
Robinson,  Sevier,  Smith  of  Connecticut,  Walker, 
Williams  of  Mississippi,  and  Wright — 20. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Bayard,  Clay  of  Kentucky, 
Clayton,  Davis,  Poster^  Knight,  Merrick,  Robbins, 
Smith  of  Indiana,  Southard,  SwiA,  Tallmadge,  and 
Webster— 13. 

The  question  on  the  distribution  of  the  books 
was  negatived  by  yeas  and  nays,  as  follows: 

YEAQ^Messis.  Allen,  Benton,  Biown,  Cal- 
houn, Clay  of  Alabama,  Clay  of  Kentucky,  Clay- 
ton, Foster,  Fulton,  Hubbard,  King,  Knight,  Mer- 
rick, Mouton,  Niies,  Nor  veil.  Pierce,  Roane,  Ro- 
binson, Sevier,  Smith  of  Connecticut,  Smith  of 
Indiana,  Swifr,  Walker,  Wall,  Whiie,  Williams  of 
Maine,  Williams  of  Mississippi,  and  Wright — 29. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Davis,  Southard,  and  Web- 
ster—^. 

The  amendment  to  strike  out  the  proviso,  which 
required  the  printing,  Ac.  of  the  Executive  Depart- 
ments to  be  done  by  contract,  to  be  given  to  the 
lowest  bidder^  being  before  the  Senitte, 

Mr.  WRIGHT  said  the  committee  had  recom- 
mended this  amendment,  because  in  their  view  a 
compliance  with  the  requisitions  of  the  proviso  was 
impracticable;  it  amounted  to  a  total  denial  to  the 
departments  of  the  power  of  having  any  printing 
done  whatever.  There  was  no  obligation  on  the 
contractor  to  reside,  or  to  perform  the  work,  in  this 
city;  and  the  D  spartmen's  would  be  compelled  on 
•very  emergency  in  which  they  required  a  job  of 
printing  to  be  done,  to  send  it  perhaps  to  Boston  to 
be  executed.  He  hoped  the  proposed  amendment 
of  the  committee  would  be  adopted. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to,  and  the  bill  was 
ordered  to  a  third  reading,  and,  by  unanimous  con- 
sent, was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

This  bill  was  subsequently  returned  from  the 
House,  with  the  information  that  the  House  non- 
concurred  in  the  two  above  principal  amendments 
made  by  the  Senate,  and  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Finance. 

Mr.  W.  from  the  Committee,  moved  that  the 
Senate  insist  on  their  first  amendment  striking  out 
the  provision  for  letting  out  the  public  printing  on 
contract,  which  was  agreed  to. 

Alf:o,  that  the  Senate  recede  from  the  amen<1- 
ment  striking  out  the  appropriation  for  the  Docu- 
mentary History,  which  was  agreed  to— yeas  33, 
nays  6. 

Also,  that  the  Senate  insist  on  their  amendment 
striking  out  the  provision  for  the  distribution  of 
these  books  among  the  members  of  the  Senate  and 
House  of  Representatives,  which  after  some  re- 
marks from  Mr.  WEBSTER,  in  opposition,  was 
agreed  to— ayes  33,  noes  7,  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Allen,  Beaton,  Buchanan^  Cal- 
houn, Clay  of  Alabama,  Foster,  Fulton,  Hub- 
bard, King,  Ljon,  Mouton,  Nicholas,  Niles,  Noi^ 


Veil,  Pierce,  Robinson,  Sevier,  Smith  of  Indiana, 
Walker,  White,  Williams  of  Maine,  Williams  of 
Mississippi,  Wright — ^33. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Davis,  Ruggles,  Southard, 
Swift,  Tallmadge,  Webster,  Youag— 7. 

Mr.  ALLEN  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion: 

Buolted,  That  the  Presidents  message,  of  the 
1st  instant,  and  the  accompanying  letter  of  the 
Postmaster  General,  in  answer  to  certain  resolu- 
tions of  the  Senate  adopted  on  the  ist  instant,  in 
relation  to  a  communication  previously  made  to 
the  Senate  by  the  Postmaster  (General,  are  satisfac- 
tory to  the  Senate. 

Mr.  A.  desired  the  consideration  of  the  reaolution 
at  this  time;  but  this  requiring*  the  unanimous  eon* 
sent  of  the  Senate, 

Mr.  SMITH  of  Indiana  objected. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  expressed  a  hope  that  the  Se- 
nator from  Indiana  [Mr.  Smith]  would  withdraw 
his  objection.  The  Postmaster  General  had  ez« 
pressly  disclaimed  all  intentional  disrespect  to  the  Se- 
nate in  his  former  communication.  He  had  never  be- 
lieved ,and  he  had  so  expressed  himself,tbat  this  officer 
intended  any  disrespect  to  the  body,  although,  with- 
out this  disavowal,  his  communication  would  fairly 
bear  such  a  construction.  He  had  now  disavowed 
all  such  intention,  and  therefore  the  Senate  ought 
to  express  themselves  satisfied. 

Mr.  SMITH  still  persisting  in  his  objection,  the 
resolution  was  laid  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  ALLEN  t)ien  said  that  by  the  rules  he 
could  call  up  his  resolution  to*morn>w;  and  that  as 
the  day  would  terminate  at  13  o*jclock,  he  gave  no- 
tice that  he  would  take  the  earliest  occasion  thereaf- 
er  to  call  for  its  consideration. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  bill  from 
the  House  for  the  protection  of  the  Northern  and 
Northwestern  frontier. 

Mr.  BENTON,  ^rom  the  Military  Commiuee, 
reported  various  amendments  to  the  bill,  making 
an  aggr^^te  of  |1,340,000,  viz:  |740,000  for  forti- 
fications much  advanced,  and  |500,000  for  others 
not  much  advanced. 

Mr.  RUGGLES  moved  to  increase  the  appro- 
priation for  fortifications  in  Maine  from  $100,000 
to  $300,000. 

This  motion  was  briefiy  advocated  by  Messrs. 
WILLIAMS  of  Maine  and  RUGGLES,  and  op- 
posed  by  Messrs.  WRIGHT  and  CLAY  of  Ala- 
bama, and  negatived  without  a  division. 

The  appropriation  of  |100,000  for  Maine  fortifi- 
cations was  also  negatived  by  yeas  and  nays  as 
follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Allea,  Benton,  Cuihbert,  Davis, 
Foster,  Fulton,  Knight,  Linn,  Lyon,  NorvelJ, 
Pierce,  Ruggles,  Smith  of  Connecticut,  Tallmadge, 
Walker,  Wall,  Webster,  Williams  of  Maine,  and 
Young— 19. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Bayard,  Buchanan,  Calhoun, 
Clay  of  Alabama,  Clayton,  Hubbard,  King,  Mc- 
Kean,  Merrick,  Nicholas,  Niles,  Prentiss,  Rives, 
Roane,  RobinsoB,  Sevier,  Smith  of  Indiana, 
Southanl,  Swift,  White,  Williams  of  Mississippi, 
and  Wright— 33. 

The  appropriation  of  $80,000  for  the  Western 
frontier  was  advocated  at  some  length  by  Mr.  FUL- 
TON and  Mr.  BENTON,  and  opposed  by  Mr. 
CALHOUN,  and  it  was  carried  in  the  affirmative 
by  yeas  and  nays  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Allen,  Bayard,  Benton,  Clay 
of  Alabama,  Clayton,  Foster,  Fulton,  Lino,  Lyon, 
NorvelK  Robinson,  Ruggles,  Sevier,  Smith  of  In- 
dians, Tallmadge,  Walker,  White,  Williams  of 
Maine,  Williams  of  Mississippi,  and  Young — ^30. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Buchanan,  Calhoun,  Hubbard, 
King,  McKean,  Merrick,  Nicholas,  Niles,  Pierce, 
Prentiss,  Roane,  Robbins,  Smith  of  Connecticut, 
Southard,  Swift,  Wall,  and  Wiight— 17. 

The  appropriations  of  $740,000  for  fortifications 
and  other  military  defences  on  the  Atlantic  and 
Gulf  coast  were  now  taken  together,  advocated  by 
Mr.  BENTON  and  Mr.  DAVIS,  who  stated  that 
there  was  recently  not  a  gun  at  Boston  in  a  condi- 
tion to  fire  a  salute,  which  he  supposed  was  gene- 
rally the  case;  and  opposed  by  Mr.  CALHOUN, 
who  said  there  were  always  ready  guns  by  him* 
dreds  when  he  was  connected  with  the  Department; 
and  if  the  millions  recently  appropriated  had  been 


thus  wasted,  (his  pittance  would  do  nothing;  n^ 
then  this  whole  anpropriation  was  negatived  br 
yeas  and  nays  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Alien,  Bayard,  Benton,  Clay  of 
Alabama,  Davis,  Fulton,  Knight,  Niebolis,  Rsb* 
bins,  Ruggles,  Walker,  Wail,  Webster,  and  Wil- 
liams of  Maine^ll. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Buchanan,  Calhoiu,  Clif  of 
Kentuckv,  Crittenden,  Cuthbert,  Fbster,  Habttaid, 
Lyon,  McKean,  Niles,  Norvell,  Pierce,  Pfeatia, 
Preston,  Roane,  Sevier,  Smith  of  ConBeetiait, 
Smith  of  Indiana,  Swift,  White,  Williams  oC  U» 
sissippi,  Wright,  and  Young — ^33. 

The  bill,  as  amended,  was  now  reported  to  ilie 
Senate,  and  after  a  brief  conversation  the  tppro- 
priation  of  $80,000  for  the  Western  frontier,  msde 
in  committee,  was  aon-conenrredin,  or  lost,  ia  Se> 
nate,  by  yeas  and  nays  as  follows:    ^ 

YEAS— Messrs.  Allen,  Bayard,  Benton,  Folioa, 
Linn,  Rives,  Ruggles,  Sevier,  Smith  of  Indiau, 
Walker,  Webster,  White,  and  Williams  of  Mtine 
—13. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Buchanan,  Calhoaa,  Dari^ 
Hubbaid,  King,  Knight,  Merrick,  Nidiolas,  Kilo, 
Pierce,  Prentiss,  Preston,  Roane,  Smith  of  CoDnee* 
ticut,  Southard,  Swift,  Wall,  and  Wiigfat— 18. 

The  bill,  as  amended,  was  ordered  to  a  third. 
reading,  and  by  consent  read  a  third  time,  aod  paiaaL 

The  resolution  submitted  by  Mr.  Allen,  relaiiit.  I 
to  the  letter  of  the  Postmaster  General,  was,  oa  hii 
motion,  called  up,  and  was  agreed  to,  wiihoBt  a 
division.  < 

The  bill  from  the  House  giving  tonhe  Preadeut  i 
of  the  United  States  additional  powers  for  the  it**  - 
fence  of  the  United  States  in  oertain  cases  acaiat' . 
invasion,  and  for  othef  purposes,  was  received,  ibW 
16th  joint  rule  in  the  way  of  its  reception  was  nH 
pended,  and  the  Senate  proceeded  forthwith  ts  o» 
aider  the  bill.  After  having  been  read  the  fintdnq^ 

Mr.  BENTON  observed  that  he  did  not  think  tf 
necessary,  at  this  late  period  of  the  session,  aii^ 
under  present  circumstances,  to  refer  this  bill  to  a  * 
committee.  The  subject  was  perfectly  understood 
by  every  Senator,  the  bill,  as  it  had  p&saed  th^ 
House,  was  on  their  tables;  and  the  sense  off 
Senate  had  been  fully  expressed  in  the  resolotii 
unanimously  adopted  last  evening.  He  there' 
thought  that  they  had  better  not  refer  the  bill, 
take  it  up  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  act 
it  at  once. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  observed  that  the  biU 
the  House,  now  befoie  the  Senate,  entirely  msl 
approbation,  with  perhaps  a  single  exception.  1 
der  all  the  circa  mstances,  he  doubted  the  policy 
sending  a  special  minister  to  England;  bml 
should  make  no  motion  to  strike  this  provtiil 
from  the  bill,  unless  his  doubts  might  be  fortiic 
by  the  opinion  of  other  Senators.     With  this 


tion,  if  sach  it  ought  to  be  oonsidered,  the  bilL 
believed,  was  just  such  an  one  as  the  Comdj 
on  Foreign  Relations  would  have  unanimoos^, 
ported  to  the  Senate,  had  it  not  been  deemed  i ' 
proper  that  this  measure  should  originate  ia 
House.  It  was  precisely  in  accordance  will 
resolutions  which  had  passed  the  Senate  last  n% 
by  which  we  pledged  ourselves,  that  in  case 
British  Government  should  attempt  to  take  posi 
sion  of  this  disputed  territory,  we  would  stand 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  and  sustain  h 
with  all  the  military  power  of  the  nation  in  n 
ling  this  aggression.  This  bill  contained  do| 
visional  army.  It  simply  authoriznl  a  itso^ 
the  militia  and  volunteers^  in  case  it  should '  ' 
necessary  to  call  out  a  military  force  before  € 
could  be  convened,  and  appropriated  the  mosi^ 
cessary  to  accomplish  the  object.  Mr.B. M 
with  his  friend  from  Missouri,  [Mr.  Bsirroa,] 
it  was  unnecessary  to  refer  this  bill  to  a  o 
tee,  as  it  was  plain  and  simple  in  its  proi 
and  the  session  so  near  its  close.  As  to  the  f 
priety  of  sendicg  a  special  minister  to  E^ltt 
he  woilM  be  glad  to  hear  the  opinion  of  other 
nators  on  this  subject. 

Mr.  TALLMADGE  observed  that  he  dii 
with  the  Senator  from  Pennsylraiiia  in  one  pi 
cular.  He  was  highly  in  favor  of  aesdiagaj 
cial  minister  to  England.  He  thought  the  rnki 
sent  should  be  a  man  of  character  and  siaad 
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and  he  bad  no  idea  that  the  President  wonld  send 
aoy  other. 

Mr.  SOUTHARD  acknowledged  that  he  felt 
great  difficulty  in  passing  so  promptly  on  a  bill  of 
such  magDitode.  He  did  npt  view  it  in  the  light 
that  otherSenators  did,  as  carrying  ont  the  resoin- 
tions  of  the  Committee  on ,  Foreign  Relations,  but 
going  far  beyond  them.  He  greatly  feared  the 
eonseqnences  of  passing  snch  a  bill,  and  was  alarm- 
ed at  what  would  be  the  result  of  its  passage.  For 
if  it  did  pass,  and  the  Presklent  should  call  for  the 
Tolonteers  authorized  by  it,  there  would  be  a  war 
between  this  country  and  Great  Britain  which 
might  last  for  years.  Where  were  these  volunteers 
to  be  raised,  ,aad  how?  The  moment,  said  Mr.  S. 
that  that  bill  is  passed,  you  will  find  volunteers  as- 
lembling  under  it,  and  eager  to  march  into  the  Bri- 
tish territories. 

Now,  I  ask  you  (continued  Mr.  S.)  to  look  upon 
the  whole  of  our  frontiers,  and  see  what  has  occur- 
led  there  during  the  past  twelve  months,  together 
with  the  tone  and  temper  of  the  people!    Did  it  not 
require  all  the  exertions  of  the  Executive  to  repress 
the  spirit  that  was  so  openly  manifested?  He  would 
as  soon,  Mr.  S.  said,  vote  for  an  absolute  declara- 
tioa  of  war  as  this  bill.    Thegreat  danger  was  that 
the  volunteers  would  not  wait  for  the  orders  of  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  but  that  they  would, 
as  soon  as  organized,  invade  the  British  teri^ory, 
and  thus  bring  on  a  war  while  the  two  Gk)vern- 
ments  were  in  the  progress  of  adjusting  the  dif- 
ferences between  them.    There  were  other  provi- 
sions of  this  bill  to  which  he  was  not  prepared  to 
give  his  assent,^nd  there  were  others  which  he  ap- 
proved of,  and  among  the  latter  was  the  one  re- 
ferred to  by  the  Senator  from  New  York.    He 
hoped   that  a  special  minister  wouid  be  sent  to 
England,    and    that    the    mission     would     re- 
salt     in     the     settlement     of     all     our     dif- 
ferences with  that  power.    Qod  forbid  that  a  war 
between  this  country  and  England,  the  representa- 
tives of  the  freedom  of  the  world  should  ever  take 
place.    He  did  not  fear  the  contest  if  it  should  be 
forced  on  him^  but,  said  he,  if  we  go  into  this  con- 
flict, I  wish  to  go  into  it  coolly  and  dispas?ionately, 
and  in  a  manner  calculated  to  carry  with  us  the 
feelings    of   the  people  of  the  whole    country. 
He  preferred  that  the  bill  should  b«  sent  to  a 
committee,  with  a  view  to  a  more  mature  consid- 
eration of  the  whole  subject,  and  the  recommenda- 
tion of  some  measure  less  calculated  to  precipitate 
the  country  into  a  war.    In  the  present  posture  of 
affairs,  this  section  authorizing  the  raising  of  vo- 
lunteers, would  be  looked  on  by  the  British  Qo- 
▼emment  in  no  other  light  than  as  a  menace,and  per- 
haps lead  this  high  spirited  people  into  acts  of  hostili* 
ty,whieb  more  moderate  measures  on  our  part  might 
prevent.  How  could  we  expect  any  successful  nego- 
tiations for  terminating  our  differences  with  the  Bri- 
tish Goytrnment,with  this  threat  hanging  over  them? 
Would  they  not  point  to  It  as  an  act  of  hostility, 
and  refuse  to  negotiate  until  it  was  withdrawn? 

Mr.  S.  after  some  farther  remarks,  concluded  by 
moving  to  refer  the  bill  to  the  Committee  on  Fo- 
reign Relations. 

Mr.  TALLMADOE  did  not  know  that  he  had 
§ny  objections  to  the  reference  of  the  bill;  the  re- 
mark be  made  was  in  regard  to  the  sending  of  a 
ninister.  But  he  [saw  no  cause  for  the  alarm  felt 
iy  the  Senator  from  New  Jersey.  No  one  could 
mtend  that  volunteers  would  be  ravsed  nnfter  the 
^coTisions  of  this  bill  till  the  President  called  for 
iieaa;  and  aAer  be  has  called  for  them,  they  will, 
lawm  as  raised,  be  in  the  service  of  the  United 
3t«ies,  and  cannot  go  to  Canada,  or  any  where 
iiae  without  orders  He  could  not  agree  with  the 
lettiator  from  New  Jersey,  that  any  part  of  this 
all  could  justly  be  viewed  as  a  threat  or  menace. 
We  have  been  threatened  with  invasion,  and 
bCMC^  he  did  not  believe  that  the  threat  would  be 
•tried  into  eie^ution,  yet  ii  wai»  highly  necessary 
»  be  prepared  for  any  such  contingency.  Should 
lie  British  Government  complaui  of  this  clause  of 
JM  IhU  as  a  menace,  which  be  did  not  believe  they 
Ronkt  d9,  the  Pre^dent  could  say,  that  from  the 
ety  nature  of  otti  institutions,  we  were  un- 
ftpmitd  for  any  emergency,  and  therefore  it  was 
■tf  Ooogress  paissed  this  measure  in  order  that  we 
^ffttt  be  prepared  to  meet  the  invasion  that  was 


threatened.  "We  shall  always,  said  Mr.  T.  enter 
into  a  conflict  with  a'  foreign  power  under  disad- 
vantageous circumstances,'  but  we  shall  become 
stronger  as  it  progresses,  and  triumph  in  the  end. 
He  did  believe  that  this  bill  was  necessary,  and  he 
would  therefore  give  it  his  vote.  We  passed,  said 
he,  unanimously  the  resolutions  reported  by  the 
Committee  on  Foreign  Relations;  and  last  session 
we  passed  resolutions  just  as  strong,  and  what  did 
they  amount  to?  To  nothing.  The  British  Go- 
vernment, instead  of  giving  up  their  daims,  had 
advanced  the  claim  to  exclusive  jurisdiction  over 
the  disputed  territory,  and  threatened  to  support  it 
with  an  armed  force.  Under  these  circumstances, 
he  was  for  putting  the  country  in  a  situation  to  meet 
the  threatened  contingency.  He  saw  nothing  alarm- 
ing in  the  authorizing  this  volunteer  force  to  be 
raised.  They  will  be  embodied  only  when  the 
President  shall  call  for  them;  and  being  under  his 
orders,  they  will  not  be  able  to  march  a  foot  until 
be  commands  it. 

Mr.  MERRICK  was  in  favor  of  referring  the. 
bill  teethe  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations.  It 
was  an  important  measure,  and  should  go  through 
all  the  fbrms  of  legislation;  and  if  it  passed,  it  should 
be  after  full  and  solemn  deliberation.  There  was 
no  man  in  the  country  more  reluctant  to  go  to  war 
than  he  was.  A  war  would  be  highly  injurious  to 
the  people  he  represented,  but  he  would  not  sacri- 
fice the  honor  or  the  interests  of  the  nation  for 
the  sake  of  preserving  peace.  He  had  no  fears  of 
any  consequences  resulting  from  authorizing  this 
volunteer  corps.  They  are,  he  s>aid,  to  be  composed 
of  the  freemen  of  the  United  States,  and  upon  them 
we  can  as  safely  rely  for  obeying  the  laws  as  for 
defending  the  liberties  of  the  couniry.  We  are 
about  (said  Mr.  M.)  to  adjourn,  and  cannet  meet 
again  for  many  months.  We  are  threatened  with 
invasion,  and  the  danger  is  great  that  the  threat 
will  be  carried  into  execution.  My  opinion  is 
(said  Mr.  M.)  that  war  will  come  before  twelve 
months  is  over,  do  what  you  will.  Ought  wey  then, 
10  adjourn  without  putting  it  in  the  power  of  the 
President  to  defend  the  country? 
^Mr.  BUCHANAN  said  that,  even  at  this  late 
hour  of  the  night,  considering  the  position  which 
he  occupied  in  relation  to  the  subject,  the  Senate 
would  excuse  him  for  asking  their  attention  for  a 
few  moments,  whilst  he  replied  to  the  remarks  of 
the  Senator  from  New  Jersey,  [Mr.  SotrrRARO.] 

For  my  own  part,  said  Mr.  B.  I  am  not  excited 
in  the  slightest  degree,  but  am  calm  as  a  summer's 
morning:  nor  do  I  believe  that  the  Senate  required 
acautionagainst  acting  under  violent  impulse.  I 
confess  that,  throughout  the  whole  proceeding,  I 
have  been  only  anxious  that  we  shonld  act  with 
such  coolness,  such  dignity,  and  such  discretion,  as 
would  secure  the  approbation  of  the  country.  This 
important  object  has,  I  think,  been  accomplished. 
The  justice  of  our  cause  is  palpable;  and  I  have 
only  labored  to  prevent  it  from  being  obscured,  by 
the  adoption  of  any  measure,  in  the  assertion  of  our 
rights,  on  which  our  constituents  could  be  fairly  di- 
vided in  opinion.  It  was  for  this  reason,  ihat  I 
have  come  into  coniict  with  the  State  of  Maine  in 
relation  to  the  fourth  resolution  reported  by  the 
committee.  Although  I  preferred  that  resolution 
as  it  originally  stood,  because  it  was  more  precise, 
yet  the  change  in  the  last  clause  does  not  material- 
ly affect  the  meaning;  and  it  has  procured  an 
unanimous  vote  in  its  favor — a  consummation 
much  to  be  desired.  Shonld  Maine  act  in  accord- 
ance with  the  spirit  of  this  resolution,  then  if  war 
most  come,  it  will  find  the  country  unanimous. 
On  the  part  of  Great  Britain,  it  will  be  a  war  of 
pure  aggression,  waged,  during  the  pendency  of 
peaceful  negotiations,  for  the  purpose  of  assuming 
exclusive  military  jurisdiction,  against  the  clear  un- 
derstanding between  the  two  Gk)vernments,  over  a 
territory  to  which  she  has  not  even  a  color  of  title. 
In  such  an  event,  the  only  alternative  is  war  or  na- 
tional dishonor;  and  between  the^etwo,  what  Ame- 
rican can  hesitate?  Force  must  be  repelled  by 
force;  or  national  degradation  is  the  inevitable  con- 
sequence. I  confess,  however,  it  is  still  difficult  to 
believe  that  Great  Britain  will  madly  rush  into 
such  a  contest  for  an  object  so  inconsiderable. 
This  is  a  question  for  her  own  decision.  All  we 
have  to  do  is  to  stand  on  the  defensive,  and  exer- 


cise forbearance  nntil  the  shock  of  arms  shall  ren- 
der forbearance  no  longer  a  virtue. 

I  would  ask  the  Senator  from  New  Jersey  what  is 
there  in  this  bill  which  is  not  precisely  in  conformi- 
ty with  the  resolutions  unanimously  adopted  last 
night?  Which  was  the  most  important  of  all  these 
resolutions?  Was  it  not  that  one  which  declared 
that,  if  the  British  Government  should,  in  pursuance 
of  its  avowed  determination,  attempt,  by  military 
force,  to  take  possession  of  the  disputed  territory, 
that  we  would  sustain  the  President  in  defending  the 
rights  of  the  country,  and  repelling  this  invasion? 
This  is  the  single  principle  clearly  and  strongly  ex- 
pressed in  the  fourth  resolution.  What,  then,  du 
we  propose  to  do  by  this  bill?  ^  Merely  to  carry  out 
this  principle  in  practice;  and  that,  too,  in  the 
mildest  form  consistently  with  the  safety  of  the 
country.  Wonld  we  not  make  ourselves  a  ridicu- 
lous spectacle  before  all  mankind,  if  we  should  ad- 
journ, after  adopting  this  solemn  resolution,  and 
leave  the  President,  without  a  dollar,  to  defend  the 
'  country,  in  case  it  should  be  attacked?  We  first 
pledge  ourselves  in  the  most  solemn  manner  to  sus- 
tain him;  and,  when  called  upon  to  redeem  our 
pledge,  we  prove  recreant  to  this  duty  which,  but 
yesterday,  we  imposed  upon  ourselves.  Is  there  a 
single  Senator  here  prepared  to  act  such  a  pait? 

This  bill  is  in  fact  but  little  more  than  a  contin- 
gent appropriation  of  j)lO,000,000,  placed  at  the 
disposal  of  the  President,  to  enable  him  to  call  forth 
the* militia,  in  execution  of  the  Constitution  and 
the  existing  law,  for  the  purpose  of  repelling  the 
threatened  invasion  of  the  disputed  territory.  It  is 
true  that  the  term  of  service  is  extended  from  three 
to  six  months,  and  the .  President  is  authorized  to 
accept  of  the  services  of  volunteers.  These  are 
the  only  changes  in  the  old  law  efiected  by  the  bill. 
It  does  not  propose  to  add  a  soldier  to  the  regular 
army.  Until  the  next  meeting  of  Congress,  it  re- 
lies exclusively  upon  the  present  army,  militia  and 
volunteers  of  the  country,  to  repel  the  invasion  of 
the  disput<»d  territory.  Now,  I  ask,  what  less  can 
we  do,  unless  regardless  of  our  duty,  we  should  de- 
termine to  adjeurn  whilst  war  is  impending  over 
us,  without  providing  any  means  of  defence?  And 
yet  the  Senator  from  New  Jersey  fancies  that  he 
sees  in  the  bill  a  menace  to  England;  and  he  dreads 
a  rushing  of  armed  citizen  volunteers  across  our 
frontier  for  the  purpdie  of  invading  the  territory  of 
a  friendly  pewer.  But  what  says  the  bill?  Unless 
the  contingency  should  happen  for  which  it  pro- 
vides, these  volunteers  will  remain  at  home.  They 
can  never  be  embodied  without  the  orders  of  the 
President.  They  cannot  move  towards  the  fron- 
tier until  the  event  shall  occur  on  which  we  have 
solemnly  declared  that  we  will  cordially  co-operate 
with  the  President  in  defending  the  interest  and  ho- 
nor of  the  country.  What,  then,  is  the  inevitable 
consequence  of  the  Senator^  argument?  That  we 
shall  adopt  no  precautionary  measures  to  repel  a 
threatened  invasion,  lest  perchance  they  may  be 
construed  into  a  menace  by  the  invading  power. 
The  gentleman  has  not  seen  the  point  t8  which  his 
own  argument  would  lead  him.  If  he  had,  it  ne- 
ver would  have  been  advanced.  Besides,  this  ar- 
gument implies  a  want  of  confidence  in  our  citizen 
volunteers,  which  I  do  not  feel. 

If  we  adjourn  without  passing  this  bill,  we  shall 
richly  deserve  the  reputation  of  being  a  Grovern- 
ment  valiant  in  resolutions  upon  paper —a  Govern- 
ment mighty  in  words,  but  contemptible  in  action. 
We  should  become  the  scorn  of  our  constituents. 

But  this  bill  is  called  a  threat.  A  threat!  To 
prepare  for  war,  when  an  intention  to  invade  our 
territory  has  been  avowed^  is  a  threat  which  may 
offend  our  powerful  neighbor!  Such  was  not  th<* 
opinion  of  General  Washington.  He  believed 
that  to  prepare  for  war  was  the  best  mode  of  pre 
serving  peace.  Weakness  always  invites  aggres- 
sion. Fortunately,  or  unfortunately,  for  us,  from 
the  very  nature  of  our  institutions,  we  shall  never 
be  well  prepared  for  war;  but  for  this  very  reason, 
when  we  have  cause  to  apprehend  immediate  dan- 
ger, our  exert  As  ought  to  be  so  much  the  more 
vigorous."  We  now  find  that  Sir  John  Harvey  is 
collecting  and  concentrating  his  forces,  which  it  is 
said  will  amount  to  four  or  five  thousand  regular 
troops,  with  the  avowed  purpose  of  making  a 
descent  on  the  dispatei)  tetritoryi  and  placing  it 
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Tinder  ihe  ezclasive  jocisdicdoQ  of  England. 
When  this  danger  is  impending,  shall  we  place 
oarselves  in  the  contemptiblf  position  of  resolving 
that  the  State  of  Maine  shall  be  defended,  and 
then  re-resotring  that  it  shall  not  be  defended,  lest  it 
might  give  offence  to  the  British  Government?  We 
can  never  avert  war  by  base  submission;  and  if  we 
conld,  the  people  of  this  country  will  never  par- 
chase  peace  at  the  price  of  self-degradation.  No, 
sir,  never.  If  the  British  Oovernment  should  ever 
coipplain  of  this  bill  as  a  threat,  our  Minister  can 
point  with  confidence  to  the  letter  and  proclamation 
of  Sir  John  Harvey,  in  which  be  has  first  threaten- 
ed to  take  military  possession  of  the  disputed  terri- 
tory, under  the  express  command  of  his  sovereign. 
He  can  $how  that  (he  menace  first  came  from  her 
Majesty's  Government;  and  that  our  proceedings 
have  been  purely  defensive.  This  hill  contains  no 
provision  which  goes  further  than  adopting  the  ne- 
cessary means  of  self-defence,  in  case  a  foreign 
foe  should  invade  our  native  land.  If  my  neigh- 
bor should  be  in  the  very  act  of  attempting  to  de- 
prive me  of  my  property  by  force,  and  I  should 
stand  upon  the  defensive,  he  might,  with  the  same 
propriety,  turn  about  and  accuse  me  of  threaten- 
ing him. 

Whilst  I  am  in  favor  of  defending  the  just  rights 
of  Matine  to  the  last  extremity;  I  am  also  disposed 
to  inform  her  distinctly,  that  if,  in  violation  of  the 
Constitntion,  which  confers  upon  the  Executive 
of  the  Union  the  treaty  making  power,  and  in  vio- 
lation ef  the  clear  subsisting  understanding  be- 
tween the  parties,  she  will  become  the  aggressor, 
and  attempt  permanentlv  to  occupy  the  disputed 
territory  by  force,  we  are  under  no  constitutional 
obligation  to  come  to  her  aid,  however  diflicult  it 
might  be,  even  in  such  a  case,  to  resist  her  appeal. 
In  the  language  of  the  amendment  made  to  the 
fourth  resolution,  it  is  her  duty  to  leave  the  ulti- 
-mate  vindication  of  her  rights  to  the  General  Go- 
vernment, to  which  it  rightfully  and  constitution- 
ally belongs.  Hands  off  from  this  territory  on  both 
sides,  whilst  negotiations  are  pending.  During  this 
period,  the  question  belongs  exclusively  to  the 
Greneral  Government.  It  would  be  forever  a 
source  of  regret,  both  to  Maine  herself  and  to  the 
whole  country,  if  she  should  not  withdraw  her  for- 
ces from  this  territory,  in  case  Sir  John  Harvey 
should  set  hvr  the  example,  desisting  from  attempt- 
ing its  military  occupation.      * 

I  deprecate  war ;  but  in  a  just  cause  I  do  not 
dread  it.  It  it  should  come  now,  it  will  be  inevita- 
ble, and  we  may  appeal  to  the  world  for  the  jus- 
tice of  our  cause.  Our  course  has  hitherto  been 
correct  in  asserting  our  rights.  I  trust  .and  believe 
that  li^aine  will  not  embarrass  us  in  pursuing  it  to 
the  end.  That  she  has  cause  to  complain,  I  cheer- 
fully admit;  but  let  her  continue  to  rely  upon  the 
General  Government,  and  when  the  crisis  shall  ar^ 
rive,  if  arrive  it  must,  she  will  find  the  country  as 
*one  man  rushing  to  her  tescue.  On  the  contrary, 
should  the  patriotic,  but  excited  feeling  which  now 
seems' to  pcr¥«de  her  citizens,  drive  them  into  ac;s 
of  aggression,  and  involve  us  in  war,  the  best 
cause  will  be  weakened  by  such  conduct,  and  dis- 
traction, and  division  among  the  citizens  of  the 
other  States  may  be  the  consequence.  Let  her  be 
prudent  as  well  as  firm.  This  controversy  must 
soon  be  ended  either  by  negotiation  or  by  arms. 
Let  her  patiently  and  patriotically  await  the  result 
unless  the  teiritory  should  be  actually  invaded. 

The  question  was  here  taken  on  Mr.  Southard's 
motion  to  refer  the  bill  ro  the  Committee  on  Fo- 
reign Relations,  and  lost  without  a  division. 

Mr.  SOUTHARD  then  addressed  the  Senate  in 
opposition  to  the  bill,  recapitulating  the  arguments 
used  by  him  when  first  up. 

Mr.  WALKER  said  he  did  not  rise  at  this  late 
hour  to  make  a  speech  in  favor  of  this  bill,  but  to 
appeal  to  the  Senator  from  New  Jersey,  [Mr. 
Southard,]  and  beseech  him  by  his  love  of  country 
and  .regard  for  its  honor,  and  its  rights,  not  to  vote 
against  this  bill.  It  was  not  the  bill  that  the  Se- 
nator supposed  it  was.  He  certai#y  could  not 
have  had  an  opportunity  of  understanding  it 
truly.  He  appealed  to  the  Senator  not  to 
prevent  a  unanimous  vote  of  this  body  in 
favor  of  a  measure  so  essentially  nec6ssanr  for  the 
honor  luad  safety   of  tbe  coontiy.      Ho  fully 


believed  that  the  Senator  regarded  the  rights  and 
liberties  of  his  country  as  much  a^^  any  man  on  that 
floor;  and  he  had  not  a  doubt  but  if  he  understood 
this  bill  properly,  he  would  give  it  his  support. 
Every  vote  given  against  this  bill,  said  Mr^  W. 
will  be  regai^ded  by  Great  Britain  as  an  invitation, 
on  the  part  of  the  Senator  who  gave  it,  to  persist 
in  her  unreasonable  pretensions,  and  never  to  sur- 
render her  claims  to  this  disputed  territory.  Not 
to  pass  this  bill  would  be  dishonorable,  when  we 
had  declared  that  Qreat  Britain  had  not  a  shadow 
of  claim  to  this  disputed  territory,  and  that  we 
would  consider  her  taking  possession  of  it  as  an  in* 
vasion  of  the  territory  of  the  United  States,  that 
would  justify  the  President,  under  the  Constitution, 
in  calling  out  the  militia  to  repel  it.  When,  in  ad- 
dition to  this,  we  had  pledged  ourselves  to  the  State 
of  Maine  to  sustain  her,  would  it  not  be  dishonora- 
ble to  vote  down  the  only  measure  that  weuld  ena- 
ble the  President  to  carry  into  effect  the  recom- 
mendations of  the  Senate?  If  we  should  send  a 
minister  to  England  afler  this  bill  had  been  nega- 
tived by  the  Senate,  the  British  ministry  would 
\wa\gh  him  to  scorn.  ^ 

And  under  what  circumstances,  said  Mr.  W. 
are  we  to  refuse  to  pass  this  bill?  From  all  the  of- 
ficial information  that  is  before  us,  we  learn  that 
the  Governor  of  New  Brunswick  says  that  he  is 
positively  instructed  by  the  British  Government  to 
take  possession  of  this  disputed  territory,  and  that 
he  is  determined  to  do  it  with  all  the  forces  of  the 
Provincial  Gevernment,  both  regulars  and  militia. 
There  is  a  threat,  and  not  merely  a  threat,  for  it 
has  been  followed  up  by  an  actual  call  for  militia, 
and  by  armed  troops  marching  into  the  disputed 
territory.  We  shall  disgrace  ourselves,  said  Mr. 
W.  by  returning  to  our  hemes  and  leaving  a  sister 
State  undefended,  when  she  has  been  threatened 
with  invasion.  Under  these  circumstances  he  apr 
pealed  to  the  love  of  country  of  the  Senator  fron 
New  Jersey — for  he  believed  that  patriotism  beats 
in  his  bosom  as  strong  as  in  that  of  any  other  Sena- 
tor—to let  the  vote  on  this  bill  be  an  unanimous 
one  by  adding  his  voice  in  its  favor;  so  that  when 
our  minister  went  to  England,  he  might  go  armed 
with  the  strongest  powers  of  the  country.  He  knew 
that  there  were  those  within  the  sound  of  his  voice 
who,  armed  with  such  a  moral  power  as  this  bill, 
passed  by  the  unanimous  consent  of  both  Houses 
of  Congress,  would  give  him,  could  not  fail  of 
bringing  this  controversy  to  a  successful  and  happy 
termination. 

Mr.  NILES  said  he  rejoiced  to  see  this  bill  so 
perfectly  acceptable  to  the  members  of  this  body, 
with  but  one  solitatj  exception.  We  all  agree, 
said  he,  in  this  matter,  that  we  are  for  preservirg 
the  peace  of  the  country  if  we  can  do  so  without 
sacrificing  our  honor.  The  only  question,  then,  is, 
whether  the  assuming  the  attitude  the  bill  proposes, 
by  clothing  the  President  with  power  to  arm  for 
defence  only  on  the  one  hand,  and  proposing  to 
open  a  new  negotiation  on  the  other,  the  latter  pur- 
pose will  be  frustrated  by  the  former,  as  the  Sena* 
tor  from  New  Jersey  apprehends  Now,  he  had 
no  such  apprehensions.  AH  the  Senator^s  objec- 
tions were,  in  his  view,  founded  in  error.  No  vo- 
lunteers could  be  organized  until  the  President 
called  for  them  by  his  proclamation,  and  when 
they  were  organized  they  would  be  in  the  service  of 
the  United  States;  and  no  matter  what  the  state  of 
excitement  on  the  Canada  borders  was,  they  could 
not  march  a  foot  without  orders.  But  he  would 
pass  over  this  objection,  as  it  could  not  be  sup- 
ported by  any  show  of  reason.  The  only  plausible 
objection  raised  was,  whether  Great  Britam  might 
not  consider  the  authorizing  this  volunteer  force  as 
some  sort  of  a  menace — as  coming  to  her  with  the 
olive  branch  in  one  hand  and  the  sword  in  the 
other.  This  was  possible;  but  what  would  be  the 
ultimate  effect  of  assuming  this  altitude?  It  would 
produce  this  effect:  it  would  convince  the  British 
Government  that  we  are  in  earnest  in  this  ma'ter, 
and  that  though  we  have  a  strong  desire  for  peace, 
yet  we  are  not  willing  to  delay  the  settle- 
ment of  these  difficulties  any  longer,  and  that 
it  muiit  be  settled  at  once,  or  produce  a 
rupture  between  the  two  countries.  Tbe  high  atti- 
tude we  assumed  towards  France,  notwithstanding 
her  complaints  of  insult,  settled  the  contfoveisy 


with  her,  that  had  lasted  for  a  quarter  of  a  century. 
Pass  this  bill,  and  the  present  controversy  will  be 
settled  in  twelve  months.  Instead  of  its  being  a 
war  measure,  I,  for  one,  said  Mr.  N.  fronoanee  it 
to  be  a  peace  measure.  It  will  preserve  puce 
between  the  two  counurics.  If  you  do  not  pass 
it,  it  will  protract  the  negotiation,  aad  perhaps 
end  in  a  war  which  will  last  for  years.  He  stood 
upon  that  noble  maxim  of  the  late  President  of  the 
United  States,  that  we  desired  nothing  from  foreign 
nations  but  what  was  right,  and  would  suboiit  to 
nothing  that  was  wrong. 
Mr.  SOUTHARD  here  moved  to  strike  out  the 

firovision  in  the  bill  for  raising  fifty  thousand  vo- 
unteers;  which  motion  was  rejected— yeas  1,  nayi 
38,  as  follows: 

YEA— Mr.  Southard. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Allen,  Bayard,  Benton,  Bacha* 
nan,  Calhoun,  Clay  of  Alabama,  Davis,  Foster, 
Fulton,  Hubbard,  King,  Linn,  Lyon,  Merrick, 
Mouton,  Nicholas,  Niles,  Norvell,  Fierce,  Preatia^ 
Preston,  Roane,  *Robbins,  Robinson,  Ruggles,  Se- 
vier, Smith  of  Connecticut,  Smith  of  Indiana, 
Swift,  Tallmadge,  Walker,  Wall,  Webster,  Whits, 
Willimas  of  Maine,  Williams  of  Miasiasippi, 
Wright,  knd  Young— 38. 

Tbe  question  was  then  taken  on  ordering  tbe  bill 
to  a  third  reading;  and  it  was  carried  by  a  unani- 
mous vote— yeas  41,  as  follows: 

YE^— Messrs.  Allen,  Bayard,  Benton,  Bacha- 
nan,  Calhoun,  Clay  of  Alabama,  Crittenden,.  Da- 
vis, Foster,  Fulton,  Hubbard,  King,  Knight  Uan» 
Lyon,  Merrick,  Mouton,  Nicholas,  Niles,  Norrell, 
Pierce,  Prentiss,  Preston,  Robbina,  Robinsoa, 
Roane,  Ruggles,  Sevier,  Smith  of  ConnecticQ^ 
Smith  of  Indiana,  Southard,  Swift,  TalUaadget 
Walker,  Wall,  Webster,  White,  Williams  of 
Maine,  Williams  of  Mississippi,  Wright,  and 
Young — 41. 

The  bUl  was  then  read  the  third  time,  and  paaed 
unanimously. 

And  the  Senate  adjourned  at  30  minutcspastfotir 
o^clock,  a.  m. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES, 
Saturday,  March  3, 1839. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  NO  YES,  three  other  membm 
were  added  to  the  Committee  on  Enrolled  Bills.    .| 

The  unfinished  business  of  the  morning  heiii|  i 
the  report  of  the  Select  Committee  on  ViigiBis  \ 
Revolutionary  Claims, 

Mr.  HOPKINS  movtd  a  suspension  oi  the  rals ; 
for  the  morning  hour  to  take  up  business  on  iha^ 
Speaker's  table,  and  allowing  the  committsea  ts^ 
report;  but  on  a  division,  there  being  ayes  35,  UMij 
37,  no  quorum,  i| 

Mr.  MALLORY  moved  a  call  of  theH(mii(i 
which  was  oMered  and  proceeded  in  till  a  qoonl|l| 
appeared,  when  it  was  dispensed  with,  and        '  j 

Mr.  HOPKINS  withdrew  his  motton,  and  Ifei 
H.  then  asked  leave  to  suboiit  a  resolution  T 


id 


10  that  offered  yesterday  by  Mr.  Gbat  to  pay  m^ 
little  boys,  &c.  $350  extra  for  the  session.  It^ 
ing  objected  to,  Mr.  H.  moved  a  suspension  tt  4J^ 
rules;  but  it  was  ineffectual.  A 

Mr.  MERCER  moved  to  anapend  thtntafl 
half  past  11  o'clock,  to  enable  the  conunilteaijj 
report;  which  was  agreed  to — ^ayea  89,  noeia|| 
counted. 

Mr.  CUSHMAN^  from  the  Conunittee  on 
merce,  rsporfed  a  resoluUon  discharging  diat 
mittee  from  all  its  unfinished  business. 

Mr.  C.  moved  that  the  annual  report  of 
and  exports,  which  ther ^  had  not  been  a 
time  to  prepare,  be  printed  during  the  recess 
gether  with  10,000  exUra  copies;  which  was 
to. 

Mr.  CHAMBERS,    fiom    the    CommitiM 
Claims,  reported  the  following;  resolution: 

JZe5oIve({,  That  the  Speaker  of  this  House  i 
nate  one  member  of  the  Committee  of  Claims^ 
is  elected  a  member  of  the  next  Congress,  « 
duty  it  shall  be  during  the  recess  to  attend  at 
seat  of  Government  and  examine  all  petittoas^ 
morials  and  resolutions  committed  to  that 
tee,  and  not  acted  upon  at  the  present 
to  prepare  reports  thereon   for  the  actioa  < 
Committee  of  Claims  at  the  next  session  nf 
gress. 
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[Continoed  from  No.  15.] 
Ml. MERCER  rsmarkcd  thai  the  member  must 
be  tiist  sworn  and  qaalified. 

Mr.  DROMGOOLE  said  it  was  doubtfal 
wbrtber  the  Hotkie  bad  power  to  adopt  sQch  a  re- 
lolution^aDd,  therefore,  he  moved  to  lay  it  on  the 
tiibki  vhicb  was  agreed  in.    , 

Mr.  CASEY,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Public 
Luds,  iaid  before  the  Hoa>e  a  letter  from  the 
Comffii^aoner  of  the  General  Land  Office,  in  rela- 
tjoa  jo  tbe  removal  of  the  surveyor  general's  of- 
Ictfrom  Cincinnati;  which  was  referred  to  the 
fuse  Committee  vf  the  Whole  having  charge  of 
the  bill  (in  that  sabject,  and  ordered  to  be  prin- 
ted. 

On  OHMioa  ol  Mr.  THOMAS,  the  Commuiee  on 
the  Jadicitfy  were  discharged  from  all  the  unfi- 
utbed  business  before  them. 

^.  RICE  GARLAND,  from  the  Committee  on 
Eu^ale  Land  Claims,  reported  without  amend- 
■tat,  Seaate  bill  confirming  certain  land  claims 
m  LoQUkiaoa. 
Mr.  Q.  moved  it  be  pat  on  its  engroMsu'mt. 
BlEcsrs.  BRIQOS  and  P1LX.M0RE  insisted  that 
jtiboold  be  committed,  as  ii  inv9lved.an  appropria- 
lioa  of  money. 

Mr.  JOHNSON  of  Louisiana,  explained  the 
divacter  of  the  claims,  and  orged  the  impoitanoe 
ef  tttiog  apoB  them  promptly,  contending  that  it 
was  Bot  necessary  to  refer  the  bill  to  the  Committee 
of  the  Wboie,  which  reference  might  prevent  its 
being  passed  at  this  session.  As  objection  had  been 
ande  to  its  invol  /ing  an  appropriation,  which  was 
mljr  |dOO,  he  wonM  remove  that  difficulty  by 
BOfisg  to  strike  it  out. 

Ur.  FILLMORE.  Bat  it  seems  to  appropriate 
indirectly  a  large  qoantity  of  land. 

Mr.  PETRiJUN  moved  the  reference  of  the 
bill  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  Union; 
vbieb  motioQ,  after  some  remarks  from  Mr.  HAR* 
LAN,  was  agreed  to. 
'  M/.iUCR  GARLAND,  from  the  same  com- 
mittee, reported  with  an  amendment,  Seaate  bill 
fortht  relief  of  the  heirs  of  Madame  De  Lucy; 
uid  the  amendment  having  been  concarred  in, 
the  bill  was  committed. 

fill.  RICE  GARLAND,  from  the  same  commit* 
fee,  reported,  witbont  amendment,  Senate  bill  for 
thezeiief  of  Sebastian  Butcher  and  the  other  heirs 
of  Bartholomew  Batcher. 

Mr.  CRABB,  from  the  same  coirmLltee,  report- 
ed, wiihoai  amendment.  Senate  bill  for  the  relief 
pf  the  heirs  of  Miguel  £«lava. 
*  Mf.  J&VEREIT,  from  the  Committee  on  Indian 
4Saiis,  reported  the  following  re&olatiou,  whieh 
wasconearred^in: 

Hmked,  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be  directed 
la  prepare  a  plan  for  itie  reorganization  of  the  In- 
Mn  Oepartmenty  and  to  report  the  sasM  to  this 
Umse  at  the  nexi  session  of  Congress. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  J.  W.  WILLIAMS,  theCom- 
kt  on  Revolationary  Pensions  was  discharged 
tbm  the  farther  consideration  of  the  petition  of 
BuDOcl  VThidden,  and  said  petitioner  have  leave  to 
witfidraw  his  petition. 

r*  Abo,  made  an  unfavorable  report  on  the  petition 
If  0ilbfrt  Yroman. 
[  MEXICO. 

.  Mr.  HOWARD,  from  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Uairst  to  which  was  referred  the  messuage  of  the 
I^K^cnt  of  the  United  States  of  ^  the  37th  instant, 
■htfiog  to  Mexico,  reported  the  following  resolu- 

[Muolvedf  That  the  unreasonable  procrastination 
|khkh  has  attended  every  step,  on  the  part  of  Mexi- 
{p^  in  the  progre&'t  of  the  negotiations  between  the 
fo  Gorernmenis,  for  many  years  past,  justifies  a 
ipe  that  the  minis  er  who  is  about  to  be  sent  to 
||at  Qootttry  by  the  Freudent,  will  presis  fur  a 
ptady  and  definite  settlement  of  the  demands 
rhicb  have  so  repeatedly,  but  ineflectually,  been 


made  upon  Mexico  by  the  Gh>vernment   of  the 
United  States. 

Resohed^  That  this  Hoast  will  impatiently  ex- 
pect the  result  of  this  mission;  and,  if  it  shall  prove 
unavailing,  will  sustain  the  Executive  branch  of 
the  Government  in  any  ulterior  measures  which 
may  become  necessary. 

HAYTI. 

Mr.  DROMGOOLE,  from  the  Committee  on  Fc- 
reif;n  Affairs,  r<*ported  a  resolution,  which  wi^ 
concurred  in,  tn  dischaige  the  committee  Ax)m  the 
further  consideration  of  sundry  memorials  asking 
for  the  opening  of  international  relations  with 
Hayti. 
UNITED  STATES   AND  GREAT  BRITAIN. 

Mr.  CUSHING,  from  the  same  committee,  re- 
ported the  following  resolution;  which  was  concur- 
r^in: 

The  Cpmmittee  on  Foreign  Afil'airs,  to  whom 
have  been  referred  sundry  messages  from  the  Pre- 
sident of  the  United  States  in  regard  to  the  rela- 
tions of  the  United  States  and  Great  Britain,  re- 
ported the  following  resolution: 

Xeto/ecif,  That  the  said  messages,  and  documents 
accompanying  the  same,  be  Uid  on  the  table,'  and 
ten  thousand  extra  copies  of  documents  1810  and 
183  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the  House. 

Mr.  CONNOR,  from  the  Committee  en  the  Post 
Ofiiee  and  Post  Roads,  reported,  without  amend- 
ment, Senate  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  Nantucket 
Steamboat  Company. 

Mr.  GARLAND  of  Xonisiana,  from  tl^e  Com- 
mittee on  Private  Land  Claims,  reported,  on  leave, 
Senate  bill,  without  amendment,  to  settle  the  title 
to  certain  tracts  of  land  in  the  State  of  Arkansas. 

Mr.  FLETCHER  of  Vermont,  mqved  §.  suspen* 
sion  of  the  rule,  for  the  purpose  of  taking  up  the 
bill  from  the  Senate  in  addition  ta  the  act  to  pro- 
mote the  progress  of  the  useful  arts;  which  was 
agreed  to,  the  bill  read  twice,  and  committed. 

ICTHMUS  OF  PANAMA. 

Mr.  MERCER,  from  the  Con^miUee  on  Roads 
and  Canals,  reported  the  following  resolution, 
which  was  concurred  in: 

Rt3olved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  consider  the  ex|Kdieocy  of  opening 
or  eonttnaiog  negotiations  with  the  Qoremmcnts 
of  other  nations,  and  particularly  with  those  whose 
territorial  jurisdiction  comprehends  the  Isthmus  of 
Panama,  and  to  which  the  United  States  have  ac- 
credited ministers  or  agents,  for  the  purpoae  of  as- 
certaining the  praeticability  of  opening  a  commn- 
nication  between  the  Atlantic  and  Pacific  Oceans, 
by  the  construction  of  a  ship  channel  or  canal 
across  tha  isthmus,  and  of  securing  forever,  by 
suitable  treaty  stipulations,  the  ftee  and  equal  right 
of  navigating  such  canal,  to  all  nations,  on  the 
payment  of  reasonable  tolls. 

REMOVALS  FROM  OFfflCE. 

Mr.  MERCER,  from  the  Select  Committee,  to 
which  had  been  referred  the  bill  to  alter  the  mode 
of  appointing  certain  officers  of  the  United  States, 
and  for  other  purposes,  offered  the  following  re- 
solmien: 

JUieheiy  That  the  President  of  the  United  States  be 
reqdested  to  lay  befofe  d^  House  of  Representatives, 
as  ea  rly  as  oonvenient  afler  the  commencement  of  the 
next  session  of  Congre8s,a  list  of  all  the  offieem  of  the 
Goveminent  who  derive  their  appointment  from  the 
nomination  of  the  President  and  concunenoe  of  the 
Senate,  who  have  been  removed  from  office  since 
the  3d  of  March,  1789,  denoting  in  each  list  their 
numbef  and  grade,  and  the  dates  of  their  re^tpeo- 
ttvc  removals;  also  a  like  list  of  the  names  of  those 
officers,  whose  terms  of  service  being  limited  to  fouf 
years,  were  not  renominated  to  the  Senate  at  the 
expimtion  of  their  comoussions. 

Mr.  FIOWARD  moved  to  lay  the  resolution  on 
the  table. 

Mr.  MERCER  demanded  the  jet  and  nays  on 
that  motion. 

Mr.  HOWARD  odMidnheapeeiBlofdcK. 


Mr.  MERCER  moved  to  suspend  it,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  acting  on  th  s  resolation,  and  asked  for  the 
yeas  and  nays,  which  being  ordered, 

Mr.  HOWARD  withdrew  his  motion. 

The  resolution  was  then  agreed  to;  and 

Mr.  GRAVES  called  up  the  resolution  submit- 
ted by  him  some  time  since  to  inquire  into  the  al- 
leged defalcation  of  Mr.  C.  J.  Ingersoll,  late  Dis- 
trict Attorney  in  Pennsylvania. 

Objection  was  made,  and  Mr.  G.  moved  a  sus- 
pension of  the  rules;  which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  KEIM  said  he  earnestly  hoped  the  resolu- 
tion would  be  adopted.  The  friends  of  Mr.  In- 
OERSOLL,  as  well  as  that  gentleman  himself,  were, 
and  always  had  been,  exceedingly  desirous  that 
a  foil  investigation  into  all  his  accounts  and  trans^ 
actions  with  the  Government  should  be  gone  into, 
and  the  more  $6  as  this  was  one  of  the  proudest 
charges  of  his  enemies. 

The  resolution  was  then  agreed  to. 

Mr.  HOWARD  then  renewed  the  demand  for 
the  special  order,  which  was  agreed  to. 
MAINE  BOUNDARY. 

The  House  then,  in  pursuance  of  the  special  or- 
der, went  into  Committee  on  the  Union,  Mr.  Lin- 
coln In  the  Chair,  and  resumed  the  consideration 
of  the  bill  in  relation  to  the  difficulties  in  Maine. 

Mr.  CUSHING  obtained  the  floor,  but  gave  way 
to  Mr.  Saltonstall,  who  made  an  explanation  of 
his  remarks  of  last  evening. 

Mr.  C.  then  proceeded  to  discuss  )he  merits  of 
the  question,  wiUi  reference  to  Sir  John  Harvey. 
Mr.  C.  was  convinced  that  officer  had  miscon- 
strued his  instructions,  and  he  adduced  facts  which 
went  to  show  it.  As  to  the  bill,  he  denied  that  it 
was  a  war  measure,  either  on  its  face  or  in  its 
spirit.  What  were  the  preparations  contemplated 
by  it?  Were  they  cither  aggressive  or  belligerent? 
They  were  not;  they  were  purely  defensive,  and  in 
conformity  with  the  act  of  1795.  Instead,  loo,  of 
being  an  augmentation  of  the  Executive  power, 
derived  under  that  act,  it  was  a  diminution,  because 
the  law  of  '95  g^ve  the  President  general  power, 
whereas.ihis  bill  restricted  it  to  a  particular  exigen- 
cy, a  positive  contingency,  on  the  ari.«:ing  of  which 
alooe  he  could  net.  Having  explained  and  advoca- 
ted the  provisions  of  the  bill,  Mr.  C.  proceeded  to 
defend  the  principles  of  the  bill  and  the  report,  in 
reply  to  Mr.  Biddls.  As  to  the  present  being  an 
incidental  question,  it  was  precisely  one  of  those 
which  the  country  could  understand.  The  main 
issue,  the  question  of  boundary,  was  involved  in  a 
tedious  controversy,  running  ihrough  a  lon^  series 
of  ponderous  documents.  Not  so  with  this.  It 
was  a  question  of  fact,  plain  and  intelligible  to 
every  man.  The  Sute  of  Maine  had  been  invaded, 
and  tM  all  could  understan*!.  Bring  it  heme  to. 
the  ordinary  occurrences  of  life.  A  question  of 
title  to  an  estate  might  be  so  involved  in  intricacy, 
that  no  common  man  could  unravel  it;  but  if  a  tres- 
passer fenced  in  half  his  neighbor *s  farm,  it  was 
plainly  understt>od.  Moreover,  the  case  of  the 
Aroostook  was  stronger  than  that  of  Madawaska. 
In  regard  to  the  latter.  Great  Britain  had  set  up  'a 
claim  of  jurisdiction,  on  the  ground  of  uti  poasidtHs* 
But  they  had  never  before  set  up  to  exercise  prac- 
tical jurisdiction  in  the  Aroostook,  for  there  the  iiti 
p^mdaU  gave  it  clearly  to  the  United  Sute^,  and 
we  had  always  held  over  it  full  sovereignty.  Mr. 
C.  produced  a  map  poblisbed  hy  the  House  of 
Commons  of  England,  and  also  cited  the  commis- 
sion  of  the  Earl  of  Durham  as  Governor  General 
of  all  the  British  North  American  provinces,  and 
which  demonstrated  that  she  herself  then  regarded 
tne  sovereignty  over  this  territory  as  not  belonging 
to  her.  After  dwelling  on  the  main  points  very 
briefly,  Mr.  C.  concluded;  and  was  followed  by 

Mr.  CRARY,  who,  after  a  brief  review  of  the 
question,  made  an  earnest  defence  of  die  bill, 
which  he  regarded  as  a  peace  or  a  war  measure, 
just  as  it  might  be  taken  by  Great  Britain.  As  for 
the  State  of  Maine,  he  knew  the  character  of  ffie 
(Mople  Of  this  country  too  well  t6  think,  fbr  a  mo* 
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inent,  that  she  wonid  riecede  a  single  step;  and 
rather  thao  vole  \o  coerce  her  to  do  so;  he  woald 
abandon  hia  seat  and  go  hone.  He  hoped  the 
BntUkh  QoFerpmeni  would  at  once  disarov  the 
nn  lawful  acts  of  her  Piorineial  GoTeraor;  bat  if 
she  did  not,  be  was  prepared  for  the  worst  coose- 
qnences.  Nor  had  he  any  of  those  terrors  of  her 
mighty  power  which  some  gentlemen  seemed  to 
entertain.  Her  relations  with  Russia,  with  Persia, 
with  the  Barmese  empire,  and  the  East  itencrally, 
were  of  the  most  criiical  character.  The  blood 
^be  had  so  cruelly  shed  in  Canada,  had  weaned 
the  heart  of  that  Province  from  her,  and  her  do- 
mestic relations  were  at  this  moment  being  shaken 
to  1  heir  centre.  He  did  not  desire  war,  but  he 
would  yield  nothing  to  preserve  a  dishonorable 
peace.  After  some  further  remarks,  Mr.  C.  con- 
cHided,  and 

Mr.  ADAMS  followed  at  length  in  support  o( 
the  bill,  and  on  the  question  generally.  He  said  he 
should  not  be  surprised  that,  if  the  Congress  fail^ 
to  do  any  thing  at  the  present  crisis,  it  might  be 
taken  as  an  argument  by  Great  Britain  that  this 
Govern  me  nt  had  left  Maine  to  its  fate.  She  would 
answer  *'no''  to  all  the  claims  of  that  State  to  have 
her  rights  of  jurisdiction  respected'.  Whatever 
might  be  the  action  of  the  House  at  the  present 
time,  he  believed  the  question  would  eventually 
have  to  be  settled  by  force  of  arms,-  and,  for  one, 
was  not  disposed  to  have  much  further  negotiation. 
It  was  for  this  reason  that  he  was  disposed  to  vote 
I'or  this  bill  as  a  farther  notification  to  the  British 
Government — one  which  she  could  not  misunder- 
stand—as to  what  were  our  determinations.  He 
was  in  favor  of  the  bill,  not  merely  because  this 
contingency  presented  itsel/,  but  to  pat  us  in  a 
state  of  defence  for  any  contingency  that  might 
occur.  He  anderstood  it  as  a  bill  to  arm  merely 
for  the  defence  of  our  soil,  and  not  as  an  in- 
dication that  we  were  determined  or  expected 
to  have  war.  England  cannot  understand  it 
thu&;  there  is  nothing  offensive  in  it  at  all.  Every 
independent  nation,  whether  weak  or  strong,  ha> 
ihe  light  to  arm  herself  up  to  the  ears.  The  right 
10  arm  in  self  defence  is  a  rieht  of  peace.  Indeed, 
lie  was  rather  disposed  la  take  a  8riff*er  course  than 
this  bill  proposes,  for  he  did  not  altogether  approve 
(ne  section  ^rhich  proposes  to  send  a  special  minis- 
ter to  England;  he  thought  she  had  assumed  a 
wrong  position,  and  should  rather  send  us  a  special 
minisier  to  explain  what,  indeed,  were  her  in- 
tentions. 

The  President  and  Secretary  of  State  seemed  to 
regret  the  course  Maine  has' taken;  but,  so  far  as 
.be  was  concerned,  he  respected  and  revered  her  for 
it;  it  was  one  auctioned  by  the  unanimous  voice 
of  her  Legislature:  The  act  uf  thai  Stare  was  de- 
liberate, one  of  the  qoaliiies  which  belonged  to 
firm  and  consistent  aciion.  The  act  wa<t  not  rash 
and  indiscreet,  as  denounced  by  some,  but  it  was 
the  exercise  of  her  unquedWunabFte  right  to  defend 
her  territory;  and  so  far  from  disapproving,  he 
would  esteem  her  course,  daring  the  short  remnant 
of  his  life,  as  honorable. 

We  bad  been  so  quiescent  that  the  usurpations 
of  England  had  now  commenced  to  assume  the 
form  of  rights.  He  wished  to  stop  them  Where 
they  are — send  them  back.  Tha(  there  should  be 
no  further  mistake,  no  further  delusion  on  the 
part  of  England  as  t.)  what  our  rights  are  in  this 
maUer,  he  thought  this  bill  should  be  passed.  If, 
,  however,  gentlemen  would  offer  a  substitute  equal- 
ly firm,  equally  argumentative,  he  would  be  willing 
to  take  it,  not  without. 

Mr.  LGGARE  made  a  few  remarks  in  reply  to 
Mr.  Adams,  and  was  understood  tu  intimate,  his 
approval  of  the  resolutions  which  passed  the  Se- 
nate; and  that  he  would  not,  on  any  account,  vote 
thii  tremendous  power,  given  in  the  bill,  to  the 
President,  were  he  not  of  the  opinion  that  he  would 
use  it  with  great  prudence. 

Mr,  BELL  regarded  the  former  proceedings  of 
Massachusetts  or  Maine,  or  of  this  Government, 
as  of  very  little  c  n sequence  to  the  present  ques- 
tion, becacise,  if  Great  Britain  intended  to  assert 
her  claim  by  arms,  she  would  give  us  An  intima- 
tion of  that  fact,  or  otherwise  posipoie  It,  and 
therefore  we  need  not  apprehend  any  violent  colli- 
sion till  we  have  received  ioformation  from  that 


Government.  Mr.  B.  did  not  think  the  bill  in  its 
present  shape  coald  pass  the  House,  and  some 
compromise  muat  be  oom^  to.  He  conld  not  bring 
himself  to  believe  that  any  thing  like  war  would 
ensue.  He  had  never  qaestioBed  oar  right  to  the 
boundary  claimed  by  us,  and  thoagh  be  had  anti- 
cipated difficulties,  yet  there  was  no  issue  of  na- 
tional honor  now  involved.  All  he  thought  the 
House  ought  now  to  do,  was  to  express  its  copcur- 
rence  in  the  views  of  the  President,  not  by  the 
passage  of  this  bill,  or  the  first  section  of  it,  but  to 
grant  him  a  sufficient  supply  of  money  to  execute 
the  powers  already  vested  in  him,  in  case  the  con- 
tingency provided  for  under  the  existing  law  of  'SS 
should  arise.  He  hM  no  objection,  to  vote  a  con- 
tingent appropriation  of  five  millions  or  more,  and 
he  had  no  great  objection  to  the  proposition  to  send  a 
special  messenger  to  England,  if  the  Executive 
desired  it. 

Mr.  HOWARD  explained  that  the  latter  propo- 
sition was  one  emanating  entirely  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Foreign  AflTairs,  no  member  of  which, 
he  believed,  knew  whether  it  met  the  views  of  the 
Executive  or  not. 

Mr.  BELL  isas  glad  it  came  from  the  source  it 
did.  He  then  went  on  further  to  sustain  his  views 
of  the  non-expedtency  of  aciion  at  present.  They 
ought  to  do  no  more  than  declare  their  own  opinion^ 
or  concurrence  in  the  views  of  |the  Executive,  and 
grant  him  sufficient  supplies  for  any  exigency  that 
might  arise  till  despatches  were  received  fh>m  En- 
gland, and  the  new  Congress  could  be  called  to- 
gether. There  was  no  necessity  to  go  beyond  this 
poiqt.  

Mr.  EVERETT  remarked  that  the  only  point  oi 
controversfy  was  this:  That  the  British  threatened  to 
take  forcible  and  exclusive  possession  of  the  d^ 
bateable  territory,  and  this  is  what  is  intended  by 
this  bill  to  prevent.  But  an  agreement  had  been 
entered  into  that  ad  Airther  proceedings  on  both 
sides  shoold  be  estopped;  and,  aAer  communicating 
that  fact,  by  the  Pl^esideni,  there  we  should  have 
stopped,  for  no  further  measures  were  required. 
They  should  not  have  permitted  any  serious  diffi- 
culty to  have  grown  out  of  an  incidental  question. 
There  was  no  necessity  for  this  bill;  for,  in  any  con- 
tingency, Miilne  would  not  be  left  defenceless,  as 
the  law  of  *95  was  in  force,  and  authorised  as  much 
as  the  Ezecotive  could  posaityty  do  in  aixty  days. 

At  this  stage,  it  being  3  o*&k)Ck,  the  House  took 
its  daily 
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Mr.  EVANS  addressed  the-  Howie  for  a  short 
time  in  explanation  of  some  portion  Of  his  remarks 
made  on  Friday  evening,  which  be  admitted  to 
have  been  too  severe  on  an  honorable  gentleman 
[Mr.  Saltonstill]  for  whom  he  ehenshed  the 
highest  possible  personal  respect.  He  *hen  pro- 
ceeded to  express  his  entire  conviction  of  the  recti- 
tude of  that  gentleman*s  motives,  and  acquitted 
him  of  the  remotest  purpose  of  atrengtheniiig  the 
hands  of  a  foreign  power  against  the  interests  of 
his  own  eonntry  and  State. 

Mr.  ADAMS  made  a  similar  explanation  in  re- 
gard to  Mr«  BiooLB,  on  whom  he  pronounced  a 
short  but  beautiful  euloglum.  He  insisted  on  his 
own  right  to  combat  the  arguments  of  any  other 
member  with  ail  the  force  in  bis  power,  and  pro- 
tected against  its  being  interpreted  as  the  slightest 
reflection  against  such  member,  and  the  strenuoav 
nesswtth  which  he  had  resisted  the  speech  of  Mr. 
B.  was  but  a  proof  ia  how  high  a  degree  he  ap- 
preciated the  talents  of  that  gektlenan,  and  their 
effect  upon  the  House.  .  . 

The  que^ion  being. on  a  motion  of  Mr.  W.  C 
Johnson  to  amend  the  bill  by  inserting  a  provision 
for  ihe  purchase  of  a  site  for  a  foundry  of  cannon, 

Mr.  J. supported  the  motion  in  a  short  speech, 
and  then,  at  the  request  of  Mr.  RoBBRTdON,  modi- 
fied his  motion  so  as  to  require  that  the  piece  of 
ground  parehased  should  not  be  less  than  50  nor 
over  100  acres. 

The  question  being  then  taken,  the  amendment' 
was  negatived. 

Mr.  WISE  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  striking 
out  ali  aAer  the  enacting  elattie,.aBd  inserting  the 
following  as  a  subsiiiate: 

**Tbat  theann^  of  five  millions.of  doUmnrJs  baeeby 


appropriated  and  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  Pre- 
sident to  defray  any  expense  whwh  may  beuicamd 
by  the  employment  of  the  naval  and  military  fona 
of  the  United  States,  and  such  porjonof  the  militia 
as  he  may  deem  neoessary  to  e  called  into  wrvioe, 
to  repel  or  prevent  any  actual  invasion  ef  the  ter- 
ritory of  the  United  States  by  any  foreign  power, 
at  any  time  before  Congress  can  be  convened  to 
act  upon  the  aubj^t;  to  provide  for  whidb,  the  Se- 
cretary of  the  Treasury  is  authorized  to  borrov 
money  on  the  credit  of  the  United  States,  and  ta 
cause  to  be  issued  certificates  of  stock,  signed  b; 
the  Register  of  the  Treasury,  for  the  sara  to  be 
borrowed,  or  any  part  thereof;  and  the  same  to  be 
sold  upon  the  best  terms  taat  may  be  offered  tfta 
public  notice  for  proposals  for  the  same:  Arraided, 
That  no  engagement  Or  contract  shall  be  entered 
into  which  shall  preclude  the  United  States  fitnt 
reimbursmg  any  sum  or  Fcims  thus  borrowed  alter 
the  expiration  of  five  years  from  the  first  efJami- 
ary  next;  and  that  the  rate  of  interest  ^all  not  ex« 
ceed  five  per  cent,  payable  semi-annually. 

<*  JInd  he  ii  fwrlher  cnaeCed, '  That  the  Pm 
of  eighteen  thousand  dollars  be,  and  the  sameli 
hereby,  appropriated,  out  of  any  money  ia  the 
Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated,  for  ontfit  asd 
salary  of  a  special  minister  to  Great  Britain:  fVv^ 
vided,  l^ePresidentoftheUnitedStatesdiandeeat 
it  expedient  te  appoint  the  same.** 

Mr.  W.  expressed  his  hope  that  ^  commitlee 
would  be  brought  to  a  unanimous  vote  in  favor  of 
this  amendment.  It  went  to  avoid  all  the  dispated 
quesrions  on  the  bill,  and  reduced  it  in  fact  to  a 
contingent  appropriation  of  five  milHons  of  dollits. 
This  was  as  far  as  he  could  go.  The  whole  net- 
sure  was,  at  last,  but  a  menace:  and,  as  sneh,  it 
would,  with  such  a  power  as  Great  Britun, operate 
rather  as  an  obstacle  to  negotiation,  than  an  anxili- 
ary  to  its  success.  He  was  willing.to  vote  a  declfr 
ratory  resolution  like  that  he  had  offend;  bat  he 
would  not  make  the  President  a  sole  judge  of  the 
expediency  of  peace  or  waf,  Ac  He  was  williai 
to  trust  the  present  Executive  in  a  matter  of  that 
kind  as  far  as  he  would  aoy  man,  beeaose  be  vas 
not  of  a  warlike  disposition — but  a  ehiefcatn  fo^ 
hereafter  rise,  and  plead  this  act  as  a  precediW. 
He  believed  the  noise  about  war  to  be  all  husihig: 
but,  if  a  war  did  ensue,  he  would  not  only  go  as  ftt 
as  these  resolutions  went,bathe  wouldgo  further- 
he  would  ask  President  Van  Buren  for  an  ofios* ' 

A  VOICE     •* What  will  it  t)ct* 

Mr.  W.  did  not  say:  bvt  observed  that,  if  lUi 
substitute  should  not  be  agreed  to,  he  would  ihea 
move  resolutions  generally  similar  to  thoie  whki 
had  been  submitted  to  the  Senate  by  a  Senator  (torn 
Pennsylvania  [Mr.  Bucbanaw.] 

The  question  being  put,  die  amendment  waaafip 
gatived — ayes  73,  noes  84. 

Mr.  WISE  now  moved  to  strike  out  the  secoad 
section  of  the  bill,  which  is  aa  follows: 

««Scc  2.  Jiikd  he  UA^riker  enmcUd^  That,  ia  (ht 
event  of  actual  invasion  of  the  territory  of  the  C«i»* 
ted  Sta'es  by  any  foreign  power, .  or  of  imnuaeat 
danger  of  such  invasion,  disoovered,  in  his  opiaioai 
to  exiat,before  Congress  oaa  be  con  veiled  to  actufoa  * 
the  subject,  the  President  of  the  United  Sutesbe,aM 
he  hereby  is,  aathorizsd,  io  addition  to  thepCMH. 
military  eaiabli>hmeiit  of  the  United  State*,  to  w» 
a  provisional  I'orce,  t9  be  enlisted  for  five  J'^'^S 
durjug  the  continuance  of  hostilities  with  aof  fS^ 
reign  power,  not  exceeding  one   regiment  of  dnir 
goons,one  regiment  of  artillery,  two  regiments  J| 
riflemen,  and  sixteen  regiments  of  infantry,  to. 
organized,  in  ail  respects,  like  the  corres^pmid 
regiments  now  in  service;  and,  also,  to  appoint 
exceeding  one  major  general,  four  brigadieis 
ral,  and  not  exceeding  one  surgeon  and  one 
ant  surgeon  for  each  new  regiment;   the  regii 
general,  and  medical  officers  to   be  subject  W 
same  laws  and  rules,  and  to  he  entlt\ed  te  tha 
benefits,  of  every  kind,  with  the  like  corps  ai 
cers  now  m  service;  and  it  shall  be  the  doty 
President  to  di»:harge  the    troo|^  which 
raised  by  virtue  of  this  act  whenerer  the 
for  them,  as  defined  by  this  act,  fhaU  caasa 
exist." 

AHer  the  reading  of  a  autkstitnte  for  that 
which  Mr.  McKAY  was  desiroiia  of  otfcnng 
in  Older, 
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Tbe  qQestioa  was  taken  by  tellers  <m  Mr.'Wisc^ 
notiofi  to  sirifee  oat^  and  deeided  ia  the  aAwnativ 
— ftyes  95,  noes  7d. 
.S»llie  seeond  section  of  ^  btU  v«s  oidered  to 
btiirickvD  oQf.   - 

Mr.  MoKAY  («hatfinaa  of  the  Military  Ooni- 
mittee)  nov  inove<(  to  fill  the  biank  oecasiooed  by 
ibe  tbcwe  votc^  by  ia-.erting  the  following: 

Sec  ft,  .fiiiliAif/iiitftMreiieefed,  That  tbe  militia^ 
>riM»  called  into  ihe  service  of  the  United  States 
by  virtue  of  ihis  act,  or  of  (be  act  entitled  "An 
-  n^toprovide  for  calling  forth  the  militia  to  exe- 
eolt  the  laws  of  the  Union ,  so ppress  insafFections^ 
jvffi  isra^nS)  ftnd-  to.  repeal  the  act  now  in  force 
forilirsf  p«rposes,"inay,  if  in  the  opinion  of  the 
FR8i4eiit  of  the  United  Suiieti  the  poblic  interest 
rcqairrit,  be  compelled  to  serve  for  a  term  not 
elteediofl^  six  months  after  the  arrival  at  the  place 
of  ffendexvoos,  ia  any  one  )war  onless  sotmcr  <iia* 
ebarged. 

Sfio.  3  Jind  he  it  fwnher  maeied.  That  in  the 
event  of  actual  invasion  uf  ihe  territory  cftf  the 
Umied  Scaler  by  any  foreign  poirer,  or  of  inmi- 
MBt  danger  €>f  .»och  invasion  discovered,  in  h« 
opinion,  to  exist  beftice  Coii2re»sean  be  GOuvcnML 
(4*ct  apoQ  ibesabject,  the  Prssident  be^  and  he  is 
heraby,  aatborrzed  if  he  deem  the  Mime  expedient, 
laacoept  the  servioes  ofaay  nnmb^r  of  volunteers 
Bot  exceeding  fifty  thonsand,  in  the  iu«4u-v*r  pix>vt« 
did  /hr  in  an  act  .entitled  **Ab  act  aiiihoi«juQg  the 
Bmideac  ef  the  Uniled  States  to  accept  the  serVlce 
uf-velnn leers,  and  to  rai^  an  additional  regir 
ttestef  dragoons  or  moanted  riflemen,  approved 
May  tweaty-ihird,  eighteen  hundred  and  tbirty'«ix« 
A  member  moved  to  extend  the  term  of  militia 
aaivioe  to  twelve  months,  instead  of  six;  bni  it  was 
Q^atived. 

'  Ifte  question  on  Mr.  McKat^  amendmenr  w» 
then  divided;  and  l>eing  pat -first  on  so  much  as  ro* 
htfs  to  the  term  of  militia  service,  it  was  carried 
-^^yesl05,  noes  not  counted* 

Tbeqaestioii  beiog  then  pat  on  the  residue  of  the 
S0endment,  relating  to  volnoteers, 

'Mr.  WI36  opposed  it  as  gois^,  in  sobstance,  to 
n^Ritci  tbie  second  section,  which  had  Jnst  been 
fTfidieir  oQt. 

'W.  McKXY  denied  this,  and  spoke  a  short  time 
ib'vfndlcation  of  the  ainendment. 

Mr.  BRIGG^  moved  to  amend  the  amendment 
By  Ilnliiing  the  immbfr  of  volnbieers  to  12,000: 
rejected. 

.  The  amendment  was  thpn  agreed  to:  ayes  101. 
'  So  the   House  adopted  both  brainches  of  the 
ftiHifenadle'nt  moved  by  Mr.  McKay. 

Mr.  WISE  offered'  an  amendment  limiting  the 
oneiafioli  of  the  bill  to  thirty  days  after  the  com- 
flMne^tnent  of  the  next  session  of  Congress;  which 
"#a*  agreed  to. 

Mrl  HOWARD  moved  to  fill  the  blank  which 
nsJaisd  to  the  namber  of  miirioos  which  the  Pre*!* 
d^i'ms  empowered  to  borrow  to  cairy  into  effect 
4^  ptirpo^ea  of  this  act,  by  inserting  "ten.'' 
,.  j/iwS^T  member  (not  known  by  the  reporter,  in 
ibe  ecwsfosion  which  prevailed)  moved  ^'twenty.** 
.Mf.  WISETmoved  "five." 
^pie  ^aesiion  being  pat  first  on  the  highest  nam- 
to.  *H«reiity,"  was  negatived. 
.\Ad{}  the  blank  was  filled  with  the  word  '*teh:*> 
Utts  95,  noes  64. 

.^adr.  FlI-LMdRE  moved  the  following  amend- 
"  "*  If  J 
"And  to  bnild,  purchase,  or  charter,  ann,  equip 
'  man  such  vessels  and  steamboats  on  the  North- 
J^loes  and  rivers  whose   waters  communicate 
tbk  United  States  and  Great  Britain,  as  he  shall 
necessary  to  protect  the  United  Slates  from 
'm  from  that  qnarter.*' 
..Jip*JI4«M0RE  warmly  advocated  the  adop- 
pic  tbe  amendment,  and  showed  to  the  House 
TwnceJess  condition  of  the  frontier;  and 
i  qoestion  having  been  put — 
ir.'  BRONSON  called  for  a  count,  and  rose 
*  lood  cries  ot  **quesiion'*  and   "order,'*  and, 
^  being;  in  some  tneasare-  restored,  Mr.  B.  said 
^ittlcmcn  miglit  cry  /'question'*  as  loud  as 
pleased,  but  he  should  not  be  deterred  from  ex- 
-i«BS  ^nd  insijiting  upon  this  amendment;  and  he 
lid'  atknd  in  his  place  and  insist  upon  a  hearing 


I'  to  (he  last  day,  if  neoeesarj  to  earare  a  besriog  on 
this  aaMsdoMoL 

The  CHAIR  declared  Mr.  B.  to  b«  ia  order)  and, 
order  being  leaiored  ia  the  Hall, 

Mr.  B.  proceeded  to  say  that,  the  amendment 
which  had  been  offered  by  his  colleague,  (Mr.  FiUi- 
MORS,]  was  of  tbe  utmost  importanoe  lo  the  North* 
era  fiNmlier;  and  that,  withoufa  il,  the  htJl  woQ^d  be 
defective  and  partial. 

Mr.  B.  said  that,  by  the  third  seotion  of  the  bill, 
the  P#esideni  was  authorized,  ia  oase  of  in?a«ion  or 
imminent  danger  of  bostiliuca,  to  fit  out  and  arm 
the  whole  naval  force  of  the  United  States;  and,  by 
that  roeaas,  the .  bill  provided,  ia  the  event  of  that 
contingency,  for  the  protect ien  of  the  Atlantic 
coast,  and  of  our  trade  on  the  ocean,  as  far  as  the 
whole  naval  force  of  the  United  States  was  ade- 
quate tosoch  protection;  bat  it  must  be. borne  in 
mind  that  the  United  Stales  h^d  no  vessels  of  any 
devcriptioa  on  the  JNorihem  lakes  or  rivers  which 
could  be  filter  oat,  or  put  in  commission — npt  a  sin- 
gle vessel — OQt  even  a  snnboat^-did  the  United 
States  own  on  ihose  waters,  as  he  believed,  which 
could  be  used  or  made  serviceabl*';  and  yet,  in  the  . 
event  of  hostilities  occar/ing  which, are  intemted  to 
be  provided  for  by  this  bill,  those* Northern  lakes 
and  rivers  would  be  the  principal  theatre  of  lio&tvli- 
ties;  and  it  would  be  by  means  of  naval  forces  on 
those  lakes  that  the  country  could  not  only  be  se- 
verely annoyed,  but  tbe  frontier  devastated.  Hos- 
tile operations  aloQg  tbe  whole  of  thatXrootier  mnst 
and  woald  be  principally  on  the  lakes;  and  Mr.  B. 
inaistcd  that,  if  the  bill  undertook  to  provide  for 
potting  our  vessels  of  war  in  a  state  of  preparation 
and  repairs,  in  case  of  the  contingency  mentioned 
ia  the  bill,  it  was  equally  important  that  the  Presi- 
dent fihonld  be  authorized  to  purchase  or  charter 
rnch  ve^^rls  a^  might  be  obiaiqied  on  those  waters, 
and  which  might  be  readily  put  in  commission  and 
made  serviceable  fur  the  defence  of  the  country. 

Mr.  B.  said,  that  as  thie  third  section  now  stood 
without  this  nmendment,  it  provided,  so  far  as  we 
were  able,  for  the  defence  of  the  whole  Atlantic 
coast;  but  no  provision  whatever,  not  the  least, 
was  made  for  the  Northern  frontier.  It  w«s  par- 
tial and  nnjost  in  this  respect,  and  though  he  trust- 
ed j  and  believed  that  no  contingency  would  hap- 
pen, rendering  any  portion  of  this  section  necessa- 
ry, yet  if  any  provision  was  to  be  made,  let  it  be 
geneial  and  impartial,  and  ^nch  as  will  operate 
tor  the  benefit  of  the  Northern  frontier,  as  well  as 
the  Atlantic  coast. 

Mr.  B..  J^aid  he  had  npt  risen  to  make  fi  speech 
upon  this  subject,  ani  would  not  detain  the  com- 
mittee. He- had  merely  wi.«fipil,  in  the  shortest 
time,  and  fewest  words  possible,  to  explain  to  the 
House  the  nature  and  propriety  of  ihe  amendment 
oflfsred  by  hiscoleagae,  [Mr.  Fillmore,]  and  havr 
ing  done  so,  he  trusted  it  would  now  be  adopted. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

An  amendment,  empowering  the  President  to  arm 
all  the  fortifications,  was  moved  by  some  member 
not  ascertained  by  the  reporter,  and  negatived. 

Mr.  McICAV  now  moved  to  amend  the  biU  b/ 
adding  thereto  the  following: 

<*Sjeg.  7.  4nd  ht  U  fwthtt  ffmUd,  That  in  the 
event  of  either  of  the  contingencies  provided  for  in ' 
the  first  and  third  sections  of  this  act,  the  President 
o(  the  United  States  shall  be  authoiized  to  apply  a 
part  not  exceeding  $1,000,000  of  the  appropriation 
made  in  this  act  to  repairiiigor  arming  fortifications 
along  the  seaboard  and  frontier. 

Sac.  8.  And  h$  U  fvaihtr  enaeUd^  That  whene- 
ver militia  or  volunteers  are  called  into  the  service 
of  the  United  States,  they  shall  have  the  organiza- 
tion Qt  the  army  of  the  United  Slates,  and  shall  re- 
ceive the  s^me  pay  and  allowances. 

These  sections  were  both  agreed  to. 

Mr.  PRATT  ofiered  an  amendment  for  the  con- 
stnictLon  of  three  steam  frigates. 

Mr.  P.  said  he  could  not  let  this  opportunity 
pass  without  saying  a  few  words  in  support  of  this 
amendment.  He  would  much  prefer  giving  ^  si- 
lent vote,  if  he  could  do  it  and  perform  his  duly  to 
the  coanUy.  He  was  for  peace,  and  had  no  doubt 
it  was  the  wish  of  his  country,  if  it  could  be  pre- 
served on  honorable  terms.  But  whether  for  pea6e 
or  war,  it  was  due  to  the  people  that  the  country 
Aoald  be  put  ia  a  state  of  defence,    ^t  ia  our  dnty, 


«e  the  representatives  of  Uie  people  and  guardian  of 
iheir.  rights,  to  see  that  the  country  be  prepared  to 
meet  and  repel  invasion.  He  did  not  know  that 
BUfi^  a  thing  wi^  likely  to  take  place,  but  we  should 
make  ready  for  the  worst.  We. should,  like  pru- 
dent n^en,  prepare  for  war;  and  for  that  purpos.- 
we  should  place  ^U  necessary  means  at  the  dis- 
posal of  those  at  the  head  of  the.  Government.  As 
times  do  look  a  liule  squally,  and  as  prudence  dic- 
tated to  us  preparation,  he  would  suggest,  as  the 
best  mode  of  defence,  the  building  of  the  three 
steam  vessels  in  ihe  shortest  possible  time.  He 
said  that  the  nations  of  Europe,  with  whom,  in  all 
prohahllity,  we  would  come  in  contact,  are  an  age 
in  advance  of  us  as  to  the  mode  of  warfare;  they 
are  keeping  pace  wiih  the  improvement  of  ihe  a?e, 
whilst  we  are  holding  op  to  old  systems.  The  , 
whole  mode  of  warfare  will  be  changed  in  a  few 
years,  and  we  should  be  preparing  for  that  change. 
He  referred  to  the  facility  with  which  Europe  - 
could  send  her  stpam  .ships  and  batter  down  our  de-  - 
fencelets  cities.  He  referred  to  the  improved  con- 
dition of  the  navy  of  England,  which  has  in  com- 
mission, and  now  buildiner,  53  steam  v^.^sels,  12  of 
them  ships  of  war;  France  has  37,  and  23  of  which 
are  actually  in  commission;  and  Russia  has  8,  all 
in  commission.  He  would  not  say  more,  but 
hoped  the  House  would  adopt  the  amendment. 

Mr.  PICKENS  warmly  remonstrated  against ' 
thus  encnmbering  the  bill  with  amendments,  and 
declared,  if  it  were  persisted   in,  he  should   feel  ' 
himself  obliged  to  vote  against  the  bill  so  amended^ , 

The  amendment  proposed  by  Mr.  Pratt  was  re- 
jected. - 

Several  other  ineflTectual  attempts  were  made  to 
amend  the  bill;  when, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  HOWARD,  the  committee 
rose  and  reported  the  bill  to  the  House. 

Intlu  House,  the  bill  being  taken  up, 

Mr.  HOWARD  proposed  ro  concur  in  all  the . 
amendments  reported  by  tbe  Committee  of  the 
Whole;  but  a  division  of  the  question  being  in- 
sisted on,  it  was  put  oa  the  several  amendments 
sertaltm. 

The  question  on  concurring  in  the  amendment 
striking  out  the  seeond  section  of  the  bill  (above 
recited)  was  taken  by  yeas  and  nays  as  follows: 

YEAS-^McsHs.  Adams,  Alexander,  Heman  Al- 
len, John  W.  Allen,  Aiherton,  Aycripg,  Banks, 
iJeers,  Beirne,  Bell,  Biddle,  Borden,  Griggs,  Wm. 
B.  Calhoun,  W.  B.  Campbell,  J.  Campbell.Cartcr, 
Chambers,  Chancy,  Chapman,  Cheatham,  CUrk, 
Coles^Corwin,  Crabb,  Cranslon,  CrocUei^  Curiis, 
Darlington,  Dawson,  Davce,  Davies,  Ueberry, 
Dnacan,  Edwards,  Elmore,  Everett,  Ewing,  Far- 
rington,  Rkshard  Fletcher,  Fillmore,  Fry,  James 
Garland,  Rice  Garland,  James  Graham,  Grant, 
Graves,  Gresnell,  Griffin,  Haley,  Hall,  HalsteJ, 
Hammond,  Hamer,  Harlan,  Hastings,  Hawes, 
Hawkins,  Hopkins,  R.  M.  T.  Hunter,  Ingham, 
Jenifer,  Jfoseph.  Johnson,  William  Cosi  Johnson, 
John  W.  Jones,  Keim,  Klingejismith,  Lewis,  Lin- 
coln, Logan,  Loomis,  Lyon,  Mallory,  Marvin,  Jas. 
M.  Mason,  Samson  Mason,  Marlin,  Maxwell, 
McKay,  Abraham  McClellan,  McClure,  McKen- 
nan,  Menefee,  Mercer,  MilliRan,  Mitchell,  Mont- 
gomery, Calvary  Morris,  Murray,  Noble,  Ogle, 
Palmer,  Pearce,  Peck,  Pennybacker,  Petrikin, 
Pickens,  Pope,  Potts,  Sergeant  S.  Prentiss,  Putnam, 
Rariden,  Randolph,  Reily,  Rencher,  Ridgway, 
Rumsey,  Russell,  Saltonsiall,  Sawyer,  Shefffer, 
Augustine  H.  Sheppcrd,  Shields,  Soufhgate,  Stuart, 
Stone,  Sirattcn,  Taliaferro,  Thoma«,  THIinsfhast, 
Titos.  Towns,  Wegener,  Websfrr,  A.  S.  White, 
John  white,  Whittlesey,  Lewis  Williams,  Sherrod 
Williams,  Jared  W.  Williams,  Christopher  H. 
Williams,  Wise,  Word,  Worthington,  Yell,  and 
Yorke— 136. 

NAYS^Messra.  Anderson,  Beatty,  BickneH, 
Birdsall,  ftouldin,  Brodhead,  BfOnson,  Buchanan, 
Bynum,  Cambrcleng,  Casey,  Crary,  Cushing, 
Cushman,  De  Graff,  Dennis,  Dromgoole,  Evans, 
Gallup,  Gray,  Harrison,  Hoffman,  Holr,  Howard, 
Wm.H.Hnntcr,T.a  Jackson,  Henry  Johnson, 
Nathaniel  Jonee,  Kemble,  Kennedy,  Legare,  Lead- 
better,  Robert  McClellan,  Milter,  Mooft,  Samuel 
W.  Morris,  Naylor,  Noyes,  Parker,  Parmcnter, 
Parris,  Payntcr,  Plumer,  Pratt,  BiTes,  Robinson, 
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Sergeant,  Sheplor,  Smith,  Spenecr,  Taylor, ThoAip- 
«on,  Totand,  Toueey,  Tmney,  and  Vail— 56. 

So  the  amendment  was  ooacurred  in,  and  tha 
second  section  of  the  bill  stricken  oat. 

The  section  extending  militia  service  to  six 
months  was  concurred  in  witbont  a  connt.^ 

That  empowering  the  President  to  accept  tba  ser- 
vices of  5l»,000  Tolonteers  having  been  read— 

Mr.  MALLORY  moved  to  reduce  the  number  to 
20,000;  which  motion  was  negatived— ayes  78| 
noes  105. 

[On  this  question,  Mr.  Williabcs  of  North 
Carolina  demanded-  the  yeas  and  nays;  bot  the 
Honse  refused  to  order  them.] 

The  number  standing  at  50,000,  the  scerionwas 
concurred  in  by  yeas  and  nays,  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Adams,  J.  W.  Allen,  Ander- 
son, Andrews,  Atberton,  Banks,  Bcatty,  Beers, 
Beirne,  Bicknell,  Birdsall,  Borden,  Brodhead,  Bron- 
son,  Buchanan,  Bynnm,  Cambreteng,  William  B. 
Campbell,  John  Campbell,  Carter,  Casey,  Chancy, 
Chapman,  Cheatham,  Clark,  Coles,  Connor,  Cra- 
ry,  Curtis,  Coshing,  Coshman,  Darlingtjn,  Daw- 
son, Oavee,  DeGraff,  Dromgoole,  Duncan,  Dunn, 
Edwards,  Elmore,  Evans,  Ewing,  Farrington, 
Richard  Fletcher,  Fillmore,  Fry,  Qallup,  James 
Garland,  Goode,  James  Graham,  William  Gra- 
ham, Grantland,  Grant,  Graves,  Gray,  Grenhell, 
Haley,  Halsted,  Hammond,  Hamer,  Harlan, 
Harrison,  Hastings,  Hawkins,  Henry,  Herod, 
Hoffman,  Holt,  Hopkins,  Howard,  William  H. 
Hunter,  Robert  M.  T.  Hunter,  Ingham,  Thomas 
B.  Jackson,  Jenifer,  Henry  Johnson,  Joseph  John- 
son, Nathaniel  Jones,  John  W.  Jones,  Eeim,  Kem- 
ble,  Kennedy,  Klingensmiih,  Leadbetter,  Lincoln, 
Logan,  Loomis,  Mallory,  James  M.  Mason,  Mar- 
tin, Maury,  McKay,  Biobert  McClellan,  Abraham 
McClellan,  McClure,  McKennan,  Menefee,  Mil- 
ler, Montgomery,  Moore-,  Morgan,  Samuel  W. 
Moriis,  Calvary  Morris,  Murray,  Nay  lor,  Noble, 
Noyes,  Ogle,  Owens,  Palmer,  Patker,  Pannaaier, 
Parris,  Paynter,  Pearce,  Pennybaeker,  Pecrikin, 
Plumer,  Pope,  Pratt,  John  H.  Prentiss,  Reily, 
Ridgway,  Rives,  Robinson,  Rumsey,  Sawyer,  Ser- 
geant, Shefier,  Augustine  H.  Shepperd,  Sbeplor, 
Smith,  Soutbgate,  Speace,  Stuart,  Hione,  Taylor, 
Thomas,  Titus,  Toland,  Toucey,  Towns,  Tumey, 
Vail,  Wagener,  Webster,  Albert  S.  White,  Whit^ 
tlesey,  Sherrod  Williams,  Jared  W.  Williams,  Jo- 
seph L.  Williams,  Worthington,  and  YeiJ — 153. 

NAYS-rMeana.  Ayerigg^  Bell,  Biddic,  Bond^ 
Briggs,  Wm.  B.  Calhoun,  Corwin,  Crabb,  Cran- 
ston, Crockett,  Davis,  Deberry,  Everett,  Rice  Gar- 
land, Gn$n,  Hall,  Hawes,  Jabez  Jackson,  Legpure, 
Lewis,  Marvin,  Samson  Masoa,  Maxwell,  Meroer, 
Milligan,  Mitchell,  Peek,  Pickens,  Potts,  Raridcn, 
Randolph,  Reed,  Rencher,  Robertson,  RnsseH,  StLi" 
tonstall.  Shields,  Slade,  Stratton,  Taliafeiro,  Til- 
linghast,  John  White,  Lewis  Williams,  Christopher 
H.  Williams,  Wise,  Word,  and  Yorke— 47. 

The  lemaining  amendments  of  the  committee 
having  all  been  concurred  in, 

Mr.  GRANT  demanded  the  previous  question. 

It  was  seconded  by  the  House— ayes  103. 

The  previous  question  being  then  put, 

Mr.  WISE  demanded  the  yeas  and  najrs;  but  the 
House  refused  to  order  them. 

And  the  previous  question  was  agreed  to,  (cut- 
ting off  all  further  amendment.) 

The  main  question  then  recurring,  on  the  en- 
grossment of  the  bill,  it  was  decided  in  the  affirma- 
tive by  yeas  and  qays,  as  follows:  Yeas  201,  nays  6, 
viz:  Messrs.  Cranston,  Divies,  Gidoings,  Max- 
wxix,  Stratton,  and  Wis£. 

The  bill  was  thereupon  read  a  third  time,  (by 
its  title,)  PASSED,  and  sent  to  the  Senate  for  concur- 
renoe. 

Mr.  ADAMS  moved  that  when  the  House  ad- 
journ, (the  Senate  concurring,)  <  both  Houses  meet 
to-morrow,  (Sunday,)  at  10  o'clock,  a.  m. 

He  said  that  this  was  far  better  than  continuing 
o  sit,  as  the  House  otherwise  would,  till  8  or  9 
o^clock.  If  it  was  a  breach  of  the  Sabbath,  it 
would  be  as  great  in  the  one  case  as  in  the  other, 
and  the  business  would  be  half  done,  in  the  night, 
instead  of  being  done  understandiiigly  and  pro- 
perlv,  aAer  necessaiy  rest. 

Mr.  CROCKETT  demanded  the  yeas  aad  naya. 


which  were  ordered;  and,  being  taken,  stood — 
yeas  89,  nays  91.    So  t|ie  motion  was  negatived. 

The  rules  having  been  aqspended  for  Uiat  par^ 
poae,  the  defence  bill  was  aent  to  the  Senate. 

Mr.  SHIELDS  made  a  strenuotts  effort  to  get 
up  the  Tennessee  land  bill,  (to  iasoe  warrants  and 
grant  titles  for  certain  nnooeopied  laada  inihat 
State.) 

Objections  being  made,  he  moved  to  suspend  the 
mles,  and  demiinded  the  yeas  and  nays;  which 
were  taken,  and  resalted  as  follows— yeas  90, 
nays  €1. 

There  not  being  two-thirds,  the  rnle»'  were  not 
suspended.  * 

Mr.  CAMBRBLENG  moved  that  the  House 
iro  into  Committee  of  the  Whole  oa  the  state  of 
Union  with  a  view  to  consider  the  Senate's  amend- 
ments to  the  appropriation  bills  still  pending,  via: 
to  the  navv  bill,  the  civil  list  bill,  the  army  bill, 
and  the  Indian  bill. 

Mr.  McKENNAN*  moved  to  amend  the  motion 
by  adding  the  Cumberland  Road  bill,  and  asked 
the  yeas  and  nays  on  this  motion. 

Mr.  DROMGOOLE  moved  the  previpas  ques- 
tion on  Mr.  McKxnn an^  motion. 

The  CHAIR  (occupied  by  Mr.  Ingham)  at  first 
pronounced  this  out  of  order. 

Mr.  ELMORE  appealed,  and  the  House  got  info 
tery  great  confusion. 

The  CHAIR  subsequently  reviewed  the  decision 
and  reversed  it. 

The  call  for  the  previous  question  was  seconded 
by  the  Honse— 4iyes  67,  noes  60. 

The  previous  question  was  then  put  and  carried 
(cutting  off  Mr.  McKennan^  amendment,)  and 
the  main  question  being  on  going  into  committee, 
it  was  carried,  and  the  House  thereupon  went  into 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union, 
(Mr.  Brigos  of  Jtfassachusetts  in  the  Chair,)  and 
took  up  the  Senate^  amendments  to  the 

NAVY  APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

Mr.  MERCER  addressed  the  House  in  vindica- 
tion of  Captain  Thomas  Ap  Catesby  Jones  from 
thee&aijges  preferred  against  him  when  thie  bill 
was  in  the  House.  He  quoted  Mr.  Ingram's 
speech,  and  then  sent  to  the  Cierk"^  table  a  letter 
from  Oapt.  Jones,  which  was  read. 

The  amendments  of  the  Senate  were  all  concur- 
red in. 

Hie  committee  next  oonsidered  the  amendments 
to  the 

CIVIL  Al^D  DIPLOMATIC  APPROPRIATION 
BILL. 

Mr.  BOND  moved  to  disagree  to  the  Senate's 
amendment  proposing  to  strike  out  the  clause  of 
the  bill  which  requires  the  public  printing  for  the 
Executive  Departments  to  be  done  on  proposals, 
and  let  out  to  the  towest  bidder;  and  he  spoke  with 
eamesmess  against  the  existing  practice  of  giving 
that  printing  at  extravagant  prices  as  a  }^  to  fa- 
vorites, &c. 

Mr.  C  AMBRELENG  ridiculed  the  idea  of  issu- 
ing proposals  for  every  separate  piece  of  printing 
which  the  Departments  might  need  done. 

The  amendment  of  the  Senate  was  negatived. 

The  committee  also  concurred  in  an  ainendment 
appropriatin|  |6,000  for  the  salary  of  a  resident 
mmister  at  Constantinople  in  place  of  a  chaigC,  as 
at  present. 

Another  amendment  of  the  Senate  struck  out  the 
appropriation  of  five  or  six  thousand  dollars  to  com- 
ply with  the  contract  of  the  Government  with  M. 
St.  Clair  Clarke  and  Petcir  Force,  for  the  publica- 
tion of  their  Documentary  History  of  the  United 
States,  and  the  item  for  distributing  copies  of  that 
work  to  members  nor  supplied  therewim. 

Mr.  PETRIKIN  moved  that  the  House  non- 
concur in  this  amendment.  Hiere  was  a  con- 
tract; the  books  were  published,  and  mu^t  be  paM 
for.  They  lay  rottening  in  the  Secietary  of  State's 
office,  and  ought  to  be  distributed. 

The  moti'  n  prevailed.  So  the  House  refused  tp 
concur  in  striking  out  this  item  of  the  bill. 

The  committee,  next  proceeded  to  consider  the 
amendments  to  the 

ARMY  APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

There  Were  three  sections  added  to  the  bill  by  the 
S^atfc:  one  Co  pay  for  lost  hbiwes  of  the  Louisiaiia 
voiunteen;  one  to  allow  the  claims  of  the  State  of 


New  Hampshire  for  the  pay  ol'  militia;  anda  thiii 
resoecting  similar  claims  of  Massadiosetis. 

[What  action  was  had  upon  them  the  reporter 
was  uaable  to  hear,  the  noise  and  tnovemeat  in  il» 
House  being  very  great.  Hit  impressioQ  is  they 
were  dtsagieed  to.1 

Another  aokendmenr  had  been  made  hi  the  S^ 
nate,  inserting  the  substance  of  the  foruficatioa  bill, 
appropriating  sums  of  money  to  complete  ytnou 
forts. 

These  amendments  were  eoncarred  in;  bat  not 
until  a  very  warm  debate  had  taken  phme  oo  a- 
pending  ^10,000  on  the  fort  at  the  Pea  Patch  below 
Philadelphia,  pending  a  suit  by  a  private  iadividul 
who  claimed  the  island  on  which  that  fortificatioa 
stood  as  his  own  property.  Messrs.  RENCHEft 
and  RANDOLPH  opposing,  and  Mr.  NAYLOft 
advocating  the  appropriation,  it  was  agreed  to: 
ayes  95. 

The  House  being  in  Committee  of  the  Whole  oa 
the  army  appropriation  bill,  which  had  been  r^ 
tamed  to  the  House  by  the  Senate,  ^ilh  «a 
amendment  providing  for  the  repairs  of  varioai 
fortificationa  on  the  Atlantic  coast, 

Mr.  GRANT  stabmitted  an  amendment  to  tte 
'  Senate's  amendment  providing  for  the  repairs  of 
certain  fortifications  and  miliiaiy  works  oa  thB 
Northern  and  Westera  frcmtier. 

Mr.  BRONSON  remarked,  that  he  £M»d,OB 
examining  the  Senate's  amendmoit  to  this  IhU,  tlm 
the  Senate  had  taken  a  bill  which  had  been  re- 
ported by  the  Cofaimittee  of  Ways  and  Meau  af 
this|Hou8e,  making  appropriations  for  the  forts  oa 
the  Atlantic  coast,  and  had  appended  it  to  this  bill  u 
an  aflDendmei^t.  That  this  amendment  to  tbe 
Senate  only  provided  for  the  forts  on  the  seaboatd, 
aad  made  no  piovisioa  whatever  for  any  forts  or 
military  work  on  any  part  oflhe  inland  frontier  of 
the  Union. 

Mn  B.  said  he  had  endeavored  to  get  the  floor  U> 
offer  an  ameadoMUt  providing  for  the  repairs  of 
the  forts  and  military  works  on  the  Northtm  froa- 
tier,  and  he  was  glad   that  his  colleague  [Mr. 
GaAKT]  had  brought  forward  this  amendment,  vkkh 
he  deemed  not  only  perfectly  in  order,  hulhigM 
necessary  and  jast    Mr.  B  said  he  did  not  wO' 
stand   why  it  was  that  the  whole  ot  the  Nortben 
and  Western  frontier  was  neglected  or  led  oatbjf 
the  Senate.    If  it  was  necessary  to  repair  tbe  forti 
and  military  works  on  the  Atlantio  coast,  it  wai 
equally  necessary  to  repair  those  on  the  Nortbcca 
frontier,  and  he  protested  against  these  partial  iad 
onesided  appropriations  which  went  to  benefit  aad 
protect  one  section  of  the   Union  to  the  exduttoa 
of  another;  that  bills  had  been  reported  bylbe 
Military  Committee  of  thia  House,  providing  fie 
the  repair  and  building  forts  on  the  mlandfiron- 
tiers,  which  it  would  be  as  proper  to  append  to 
this  bill,  if  in  order,  as  the  one  which  the  8eai» 
had  added;  and  that  in  reference  to  the  repair  tf 
the  forts  or  military  works  on  the  Northern  ttta^' 
tier,  now  actually  occupied   by  oar  troops,  toA 
repairs  were  necessary,  and   imperiotudy  icqeM 
by  every  consideration  of  prudence  and  economy:  i 

Mr.  B.  said  he  had  already,  in  some  lemi^ 
vrhich  he  had  the  honor  to  submit  a  few  daysifo^ 
called  tbe  attention  of  this  House  to  the  defeasB^ ' 
less  state  of  the  whole  Northern  frontier,  so  ftr 
as  any  proper  and  sufficient  forts  and  other  «a|tt 
of  that  nature  were  calculated  to  afford  defence  or 
protection,  and  that  sound  policy  would  require 
erection  of  some  new  worls  as  well  as  the  ^ 
of  old  ones;  and  if  it  was  now  in  order,  be 
submit  (if  he  supposed  it  would  be  of  any  a 
an  amendment  to  provide  for  the  erection 
tain  new  works.  At  all  events,  under  the 
ment  now  under  consideration,  it  is,  ' 
doubt,  competent  to  provide  by  further  i 
for  the  repairs  of  the  present  wt>rks  on  the 
and  Western  frontier;  and  it  should  be 
mind  that  the  amendments  now  offered  by  Oie] 
tleman  from  New  York  [Mr,  QaAVT]  were 
pnaiions  which  had  been  recommended 
War  Department,  and  had  undergone  the  i 
gation.of  the  Military  Commltlee  of  this  _ 
and  that  that  committee  had  reported  them 
House,  as  recommended  by  the  I>epartiiMi 
cept  that  he  believed  that  tbe  commitiett  IMl 
maeh  reduced  tbe  amount  which  was  i«comi 
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iy  te  Secretary  of  War.  Under  there  circmn- 
ituees,  be  hoped  that  the  Hoose  would  adopt  the 
anendmeol  oirertd  by  his  colleagae,  and  thus  do 
justice,  in  part,  at  least,  to  that  frontier. 

The  amendoieiit  was  understood  to  be  di:iagreed 
to. 

Oh  motkm  of  Mr.  OAMBRELENG,  the  com- 
nttee  now  rose  and  reported  the  Naval  appropria- 
te bill  and  the  Civil  and  Diplomatic  appropria- 
te bin  to  the  Hoose,  with  the  amendments  of  the 
tommitiee. 

h  tte  BiniM,  the  amendments  to  the  Naral  bill 
were  mil  eoncarred  in. 

The  Civil  and  Diplomatic  bill  then  coming  np— 

Hr.  BOND  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  con- 
earring  with  the  amendment  striking  one  the  item 
for  doing  the  printing  of  the  Departments  nnder 
pfoposals. 

Mr.  HARLAN  and  Mr.  SMITH  oppoaec  CAn- 


Mr.  CAMBRELKNO  advocated  it,  and  the 
qaesiion  was  decided  in  the  negative^yeas  73, 
aaysSO. 

The  Hoose  eoncarred  in  the  committee's  iiiM»- 
monenf  to  striking  ont  the  item  for  Clarke  and 
roree^  Diplomatic  History. 

Mr.  TlLLtNGHAOT  proposed  a  rec^  till  10 
o^etock  in  the  morning,  but  It  was  rejected. 
THANKS  TO  THE  SPEAKER. 

Mr.  ELMORE  now  moved  the  following  vote  of 
approbation  of  the  course  of  the  SPKiKsa: 

Mt$olweif  That  the  thanVs  of  this  House  be  pre- 
sented to  the  Hon.  Jimss  K.  Polk,  for  the  able,  im- 
puiial  and  dignified  manner  in  whidh  he'lias  pre- 
'  dded  over  its  deliberations,  and  performed  the  ar- 
dooos  and  important  duties  of  the  Chair. 

On  this  resolution  a  lone  and  excited  debate  arose, 
in  which  Messrs.  ELMORE,  BELL,  McKEN- 
JVAN,  CURTIS,  PRENTISS,  WISE  and  GRAY 
tookjMart,  and  which  was  terminated  by  a  demand 
hy  Mr.  GRAY  for  the  previous  qnescion;  it  was  se- 
«oadcd  by  the  House,  and  carried  by  yeas  and  nays: 
Teas  93»  nays  73. 

The  main  question  then  recurring  on  the  adop- 
tion of  the  retolntioa,  it  was  decided  by— yeas  94, 
aajs57. 

Bo  the  reaolntion  was  agieed  to. 

The  Hoose  then  went  again  into  Committee  of 
te  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  (Mr.  Bnioos 
in  the  chaur,)  tod  lesomed  the  consideration  of  the 
amy  appropriation  hill. 

ne  nolM  was  great,  the  efforts  of  the  CnAiaMiN 
tujiKserve  order  incessant,  but  in  a  great  degree 
indrcetnal,  and  it  was  difficult  to  tell  what  was  and 
what  was  not  done  by  the  committee.  The  report- 
er mnde  ont  the  following  motions: 

Mr.  MALIX)EY  moved  to  concur  in  the  appro- 
piialion  for  Fbrtress  Monroe,  (Old  Point  Comfort,) 
and  made  a  speech  in  support  of  the  motion,  but  it 

lanesatived. 

Mr.  Yell  moved  an  appropriation  for  Fort 

nilli,  on  the  western  frontier  of  Arkansasi  but  it 
«ai  ptunoimced  ont  of  order,  as  inserting  another 
Ml  mio  an  appropriation  bill,  contrary  to  the  mle 
wflUeh  fhri>ids  that  to  be  done. 

Mir.  GALLUP  moved  a  similar  appropriation 
fbr  aome  work  in  New  York,  which  shared  the  like 

Mk  SWING  moved  to  strike  ont  the  amend- 
IMHt  tethe  fortifications  in  Charleston  harbor, 
flMl  went  into  a  speech  of  very  great  animation  in 
mppon  of  the  motion,  in  which  he  took  occasion 
tf  Wcum,  with  severity  on  Mr.  Elmore,  who  had  al- 
Ip^j  opposed  the  Cumberland  road,  and  who,  be 
ed,  was  bound,  by  his  own  principles, 
tn  oppose  the  work  in  his  own  State.  The 
licnt  was  agreed  to. 

PETRIKIN  moved  to  strike  out  the  appro- 

^  Miction  for  the  pay  of  the  visiters  to  West  Point 
•  j|imVmj  lost, 

Mbr.  CAMPBELL  of  Tennessee  moved  to  strike 
JjHithe  whole  appropriation  for  the  Military  Aca- 
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oomasittee  then  took  up  the  section  respect- 

Hia  nay  for  lost  horses  of  the  Louisiana  volun- 

wuch,  after  a  desultory  debate,  was  concur- 

idii^  for.  the  paj^ment  of  the 
:«taiias  for  milUia  services  w|tf 


debated  by  Messrs.  CUSftMAN,  ATHERTON, 
RBBD,  and  SMITH,  in  favor,  and  by  Messrs. 
THOMAS  and  CAMBRELEN3  against  the  al- 
lowance; when  it  was  rejected— ayes  31. 

The  section  respecting  the  Massachusetts  claims 
for  militia  services  came  next  in  order.  Mr.  LIN- 
COLN went  at  length  into  a  speech  in  support  of 
concurrence;  after  whioh, 
.  The  committee,  on  motion  of  Bfr.  LmcoLit,  rose 
and  reported. 

It  being  now  half  past  three  o*clock  in  the  mom- 
in|^a  motion  was  made  to  adjourn,  but  negatived. 

The  Senate  having  insisted  on  its  rejection  of  in- 
terest m  the  bill  for  the  relilf  of  the  Springfield 
Manufhcturing  Company,  Mr.  DROMOOOLE 
moved  that  the  House  insist  on  retaining  it  in  the 
bill:  lost.  On  motion  of  Mr.  CALHOUN  of  Mas- 
sachusetts, the  bill  was  laid  on  the  table. 

The  House  concurred  in  the  amendments  to 
sondry  private  bills,  and  also  in  a  joint  resoluUon 
of  the  Senate  to  meet  again  at  10  o^lock. 

And  then,  a  little  before  4  oMlock  on  Simday 
merning,  adjourned,  to  meet  again  at  10  o^lock. 


IN  SENATE, 
StTNDAT,  March  3, 1839. 

Mr.  PIERCE  moved  that  his  friend,  the  Senator 
from  Georgia,  [Mr.  Cutrbjcrt,]  be  permitted  to 
record  his  vote  in  the  journal  on  the  passage  of  the 
bill  giving  to  the  President  of  the  United  Slates  ad- 
ditional powers  for  the  defence' of  the  United  States 
in  certain  cases  against  invasion,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses, as  he  was  absent  ffm  extreme  icdifposition 
when  ibe  vote  was  taken. 

Mr.  BENTON  observed  that,  if  there  was  any 
one  case  in  the  world  on  which  he  would  agree  to 
dispense  with  this  important  rule,  it  would  be  this — 
in  which  the  Senator  was  compelled,  from  extreme 
indisposition,  to  be  absent  when  the  vote  was  taken 
on  an  important  question,  on  which  every  gentle- 
man wished  his  vote  to  appear.  But  he  deemed  the 
rule  of  such  vital  importance,  that  it  ought  not  to 
be  departed  from  in  any  instance. 

The  PRESIDENT  wa«  under  the  impression 
that  the  rule  being  imperative,  it  could  not  be  de- 
parted from  without  the  unanimous  consent  of  the 
Senate. 

Mr.  PIERCE  would  not  have  made  this  motion, 
but  front  the  peculiar  circumstances  of  the  case.  An 
important  bill  to  provide  for  the  defence  of  the 
country  had  been  brought  in  from  the  other  House, 
and  the  question  on  its  passage  taken  late  at  night, 
soon  after  the  Senator  from  Georgia  had  been  com- 
pelled, from  extreme  indisposition,  aAer  a  protract- 
ed and  exhausting  session,  to  leave  the  clumber. 
ITnder  these  circumstances,  the  Senator  from  Geor- 
gia wished  bis  vote  to  appear  on  the  journal  in  fa- 
vor of  thfi  bill. 

Mr.  BENTON  observed  that  the  very  decision 
made  by  the  Chair,  was  ^iven  when  he  first  came 
into  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Gailiard,  the  then  presiding 
officer,  who  was  one  of  the  most  urbane  gentlemen 
he  ever  knew.  Mr.  Gailiard  declared  that,  if  the 
rule  was  not  adhered  to,  there  would  be  no  ter- 
mination of  the  business  of  the  Senate.  If  one  gen- 
tleman was  permitted  to  come  in  under  certain  cir- 
cumstances, another  gentleman  would  claim  to 
come  in  under  other  ch:cumstances,  and  there 
wouQ  be  no  knowing  where  it  would  end. 

The  PRESIDENT  said  the  motion  was  already 
decided  on. 

Mr.  RUGGLES  asked  leave  to  withdraw  the 
memorial  of  Thomas  Jefferson  Smith,  which  he 
had  presented  some  days  sipce,  for  the  reason  that 
he  had  discovered  that  it  contained  language  dero* 
gatory  and  personally  offensive  towards  W.  A. 
Whitehead,  another  memorialist  on  the  same  sub- 
ject, whose  memorial  had  been  withdrawn  for  a 
similar  leason  by  the  Senator  from  Michigan.  He 
observed  that  he  certainly  should  not  have  present- 
ed it,  had  he  been  aware  of  the  indecorum  in  the 
language  of  the  memorial,  to  which  his  attention 
had  since  been  called.  '  ^ 

Mr.  SMITH  of  Indiana  presented  wveral  joint 
Insolations  of  the  Legislature  of  that  S  ate,  which, 
on  his  motion,  were  ordered  to  be  laid  on  the  table 
and  printed,  it  being  at  too  late  a  period  cf  the 
Mssion  to  taice  any  further  order  upon  them. 

An  act  for  the  improvement  anil  surrey  of  oar- 


tain  rivers,  and  the  repairs  of  certam  roa&  in  Flo- 
rida, wa.«  taken  up,  and  Mr.  ALLEN  offered  as  an 
amendokenl  a  propositioa  for  the  United  States  to 
apply  the  proceeds  of  their  stock  in  the  Louisville 
and  Portlsnd  Canal  to  the  purchase  of  stock  held 
by  individuals,  with  the  view  to  abi»#rb  the  owner 
ship  of  the  sKNsk;  which  was  supported  by  Mea^^rs. 
ALLEN,  WALKER,  BiNTON,  and  CRIT. 
TBNOEN,  and  opposed  by  Measrs.  CLAY  of 
Alabama,  SMITH  of  Connecticut,  and  SEVIER, 
and  was  reject^— «ye8  6,  noes  S3. 

The  bill  was  then  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

The  bin  to  provide  for  taking  the  sixth  census  or 
enumeration  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  United  i^tates, 
was  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

An  act  to  aathorize  the  construction  of  certain 
improvements  in  the  Territory  of  Wisconsin,  and 
for  other  purposes,  was  taken  up,  and  after  some 
remarks  from  Messrs.  HUBBA^RD,  WALKER, 
CLAY  of  Ala,  NORVELL,  BUCHANAN,  and 
LYON,  it  was  laid  upon  the  table. 

A  great  number  of  bills  from  the  House,  whose 
titles  have  been  heretofore  given,  were  read  a  third 
time  and  passed. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  House  of  Re- 
presentatives, stating  that  they  had  suspended  die 
16th  joint  rule,  so  as  to  peimit  the  House  to  send 
to  the  Senate  the  bill  making  an  appropriation  for 
the  erection  of  a  fire-proof  building  for  the  Post  Of- 
fice Department,  and  asking  their  concurrence 
therein;  which  was  agreed  to. 

The  bill  was  then  taken  up,  carried  through  its 
several  stages  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and, 
by  unanimous  consent,  read  a  thuid  time  and  passed. 

Mr.  CLAY  of  Alabama  moved  to  reconsider 
(he  vote  on  the  passage  of  the  bill  to  incorporate 
the  Washington  Male  Orphan  Asylum  and  Manual 
Labor  School  in  the  city  of  Washington.  Th» 
bill,  he  said,  had  passed  in  the  course  of  the  even- 
ing without  exciting  much  attention  in  the  Senate, ' 
and  he  himself  assented  to  its  passage,  without 
being  acquainted  with  its  details.  The  truth  was, 
he  looked  'towards  the  seat  of  the  Senator  from  ^ 
Ohio,  who  he  understood  intended  to  oppose  this 
bill,  and  not  seeing  him  there,  he  supposed  that  bis 
objections  were  removed.  Since  the  passage  of 
the  bill,  however,  he  had  examined  some  of  its  de- 
tails, and  he  was  convinced  that  had  they  been  un- 
derstood, it  could  not  have  passed  the  Senate.  It 
allowed  this  corporation  to  uke  charge  of  any  un- 
protected orphan  found  in  this  city,  and  work  him 
till  twenty-one  years  of  age,  or  bind  him  out  to 
any  other  person.  The  bill  also  took  the  control 
of  these  orphans  Arom  the  chancery  court,  and  left 
them  there  without  any  remedy,  wholly  at  the  dis- 
posal of  this  corporation,  whether  well  treated  or 
not — a  thing  unheard  of  in  the  legislation  of  any 
civilized  countnr.  He  did  not  use  too  harsh  a  term 
when  be  said,  that  this  bill  authorized  the  corpora- 
tion to  catch  every  unprotected  orphan  in  the  Dis- 
trict, and  hold  them  in  servitude.  The  bill  was 
degrading  to  this  unfortunate  class  of  persons,  and 
was  opposed  to  principles  that  had  been  deemed 
sacred  /or  agrs.  By  the  laws  of  the  coimtry  from 
which  we  have  .derived  our  jurisprudence,  the  care 
of  these  orphans  is  confided  to  one  of  their  highest 
judicial  tribunals;  but  this  bill  takes  the  orphan 
from  the  courts,  and  turns  him  over,  without  ap- 
peal, to  an  irresponsible  corporation. 

Mr.  ALLEN  thanked  his  friend  from  Alabama 
for  calling  the  attention  of  the  Senate  to  this  sub- 
ject. The  principle  Of  the  bill  was  simply  this :  it 
was  to  incorporate  a  few  citizens  of  this  District  to 
take  charge  of  all  the  unfortunate  orphan  children 
found  within  its  limits,  and  to  work  them  till  of. 
age.  The  bill  did  not  impose  on  the  corporation 
the  obligation  of  teaching  these  children  trades,  or, 
in  fact,  of  teachinjg  them  any  thing  at  all.  The 
whole  of  the  unfortunate  orphan  children  of  this 
District  who  have  no  ob?  to  protect  them,  are  to  be 
turned  over  to  this  corporation,  to  be  worked  as 
slaves  till  they  are  twenty-one  years  of  age.  And 
this  was  not  all.  This  corporation  was  to  have  the 
power  of  transferring  the  services  of  these  children 
to  any  one  they  pleased;  and  no  court  whatever 
would  have  the  power  of  releasing  them  from  ser- 
vitude. He  would  undertake  to  say,  that  if  the 
whole  history  of  the  ciyilheed  worid  was  searched 
into,  a  paralM  to  this  bill  could  not  be  found.    It 
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was  odioas  for  ils  injastice,  odioas  for  its  oraelty, 
and  odious  for  its  impacity;  and  tha  whole  of  Uii^ 
odious  principle  was  covered  up  in  a  mass  of. 
words,  it  was  very  impoaiDg,  too,  in  its  title,  bein^ 
calied,  or  rather  misealled,  an  orphan  asylam.  If 
there  waa  any  thing  trae  on  earth,  it  was  (hat  GU>* 
▼emments  should  be  theprotcetors  of  the  poqr,  the 
fatherless,  aod  the  needy;  and  here  yon  propic^  to 
turn  over  the  mo^i  unfortuaate  of  theae  to  a  heart 
less  corporation,'  to  be  worked  as  staves.  Mr.  A. 
contended  that  though  Couf  ress,  as  the  local  Lea*^ 
lature  of  the  Disuict,  had  the  guardianship  of  these 
orphaus,  it  had  no  right  to  transfer  them  to  a  corpo^ 
ration.    Nothing  could  be  said  to  justify  this  bill. 

Adr.  WA^L  made  a  few  remarks  in  defence  of 
the  bill,coDteodiDg  that  ii  was  not  liable  to  the  ob- 
jections of  the  Senators  from  Ohio  and  Alabama, 
'  and  went  into  a  history  of  the  rise  and  progress  of 
the  institution,  which,  he  said,  was  founded  in  mo- 
tives of  benevolence. 

At)er  some  remarks  frem  Air.  CLAY  of  Alar 
bama^ 

The  question  was  taken  on  the  reconsideration, 
and  carried;  and  the  bill  was  then  laid  on  the  table. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  House  of  Re- 
presentatives, stating  that  they  had  noa-concurred 
in  the  amendm  nts  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill  making 
appropriation  for  ihe  civil  and  diplomatic  expenses 
of  ihe  Government  for  the  year  1839:  the  amend- 
ments were,  first,  to  strike  out  the  provision  tha* 
the  printing  of  the  Execntive  Departments  should 
be  done  by  coairact;  sod  the  second  was,  striking 
out  the  provii<;ion  for  distributing  copies  of  the  Do- 
cumentary History  of  tbe  United  States  to  the 
members  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  moved  that  the  Senate  insist, 
and  that  a  cQoference  with  the  House  be  asked; 
which  was  agreed  to. 

Numerook  bills  from  the  House  were  acted  on; 
after  which  the  Senate  took  a  recess  until  6  o*cIock. 

EVICNIMO  SSSSION. 

Mr.  WRIGHT,  fn)m  the  Committee  of  Confer- 
ence, appointed  to  coasider  the  disagreement  of  the 
two  Houses  on  the  amendments  of  the  Senate  to 
the  general  apprupriaiion  bill,  reported  that  the 
managers  appointed  to  conduct  the  conference  on 
the  pai  t  jof  the  Senate,  and  the  managers  on  the 
part  of  the  House,  had  agreed  to  recommend  to 
their  respective  Houses  to  adopt  the  following 
course:  that  the-  Senate  should  recede  from  so 
much  cf  its  amendment  as  provides  for  the  manner 
of  exfrCuLing  the  printiog  for  the  Execative  Depart- 
ments, with  an  amendment  providing  that  the  print- 
ing shall  be  executed  in  the  city  of  Washingtoa; 
and  that  tlie  Senate  insist  en  so  much  of  their 
amendment  -  as  relates  to  the  distribution  of  the 
Clarke  and  Foce  papers  to  members  of  the  Senate, 
.  leaving  it  in  the  power  of  the  House  tQ  make  the 
distribution  to  its  own  members,  while  any  such 
disii'ibiition  to  members  of  the  Senate  is  prohibited. 

Mr.  UET^TON  Faid  he  never  would  agree  to  this 
report,  and  he  demaodod  the  ayes  and  noes  on  eoa- 
curriiig  ia  it.  Tnis  system  of  distributing  books 
had  grown  tip  to  an  enormous  abuse,  indeed  the 
mo^t  eneimous  abuse  in  our  Government.  He 
would  oppose  it  to  the  last;  and  if  the  appropria- 
tion bill  was  loi^t  inconsequence,  and  the  Govern- 
ment stopped,  why  let  the  responsibility  rest  on 
.  those  who  would  incur  the  risk  for  the  sake  of  se- 
curing to  themselves  three  or  four  hundred  dollars^ 
worth  of  books.  . 

Mr.  WRIGHT  asked  that  the  questions  on  eon- 
corring  with  the  lecommendations  of  the  Conunit- 
tee  of  Conference  be  taken  separately,  which  was 
accordingly  ordered.  .     . 

Mr.  TALLMADGE  inquired  whether  the  bill 
would  be  lost,  in  case  neither  of  the  two  Houses 
would  agree  to  recede  from  the  ground  taken  by 
them. 

The  PRESIDENT  answered  that  that  qnestlon 
:  was  not  before  the  Senate;  but  it  was  obvious  that 
if  one  House  should  insist  on  its  amendments^  and 
the  o.ber  ^huuld  insist  on  its  disagreement,  and  ho 
compromi&e  could  be  effected,  the  bill  would  be 
lost.  '  '  . 

Mr.TALLMADGE  observed  that  iftheHonae 
df  Repre^oiatives  saw  fit  to  vote  for  a  distribution 
•f  books  to  its  members,  be  would  be  willing  to 


let  them  take  the  responsibility,  and  settle  the  matr 
ter  with  their  constitnents.  He  would,  therefore, 
vote  for  concurring  with  the  recommendations  of 
the  Committee  of  Cpuferepce. 

Mr.  NORVCLC  said  that  if  any  principle  was 
involved,  it  applied  as  well  to  the  di^txibuiion  to 
the  members  of  the  House  as  of  the  Senate..  He 
should,  theretprCf  vote  against  concurripg  in  the  re- 
port. 

Mr.  ,WALKKR.  vaa  for  concurring  with  the 
committee.  If  that  was  not  done,  the  result  would 
be  that  the  whole  biU  making  appropriations  for  the 
civil  and  diplomatic  expenses  of  the  Government, 
would  be  lost  The  Goveriuaent,  throughout  aK 
iu  departments,  legislative,  executive,  aad  judioial, 
would  be  brought  to  a  cloee;  aod  that,  too,  at  a  pe- 
riod of  all  Qtheijs  the  most  unfortunate.  Other  Se- 
nators might  think  it  would  be  less  dannerous  to 
lose  this  bill  than  to  suffer  members  of  the  House  to 
vote  themselves  a  few  books.  He  hoped  the  Sena- 
tor fi;om  Michigan  would  reconsider. his  determina- 
tion, and  let  the  report  of  the  con^nittee  be  concur- 
red in. 

Mr.  BENTON  said  that  the  consequence  of  the 
Setiate  adhering  to  the  resolution  it  had  taken  on 
the  subject  of  the  distribution  of  these  books,  might 
^  the  loss  of  the  bill  now  pending;  and  as  that  hiU 
coniamed  the  appropriations  necessary  for  keeping 
the  Government  in  action,  genttenien  were  a  s:reat 
deal  alarmed  at  the  danger  of  the  Government's 
being  stopped.  Then  on  whbm  would  the  responsi- 
bility resti  It  will  rest  on  those  who  have  personal 
interests  ia  these  books;  and  those  members,  there- 
fore, who  are  to  receive  these  books,  ought  not  to 
be  permitted  to  vote  on  this  question,  in  which  they 
are  personally  interested. 

The  PRESIDENT  here  stated  that  the  discussion 
was  not  in  order;  that,  by  the  joint  rules,  when  a 
committee  of  conference  was  asked  for  by  one 
House,  and  assented  to  by  the  other,  the  report  of 
the  cor  ferees,  together  with  all  the  papers,  should 
first  be  presented  to  the  House  that  assented  to  the 
conference.  Under  this  rule,  therefore,  the  report 
and  papers  were  sent  by  the  Secretary  to  the  House 
of  Representatives. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  House  of  Re- 
presentatives, stating  that  the  Hoqse  had  concurred 
in  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Conference  ou 
the  amendments  to  the  General  Appropriation  bill, 
and  resolved  that  the  bill  do  pass  accordingly. 

The  questidn  was  then  taken  on  concurring  in 
that  part  of  the  recommendation  of  the  Committee 
of  Conference  as  relates  to  the  printing  of  the  Exe- 
cutive Departments,  and  carried. 

The  question .  then  recurring  on  concurring  in 
that  part  of  the  report  which  relates  to  the  distribti- 
tion  of  the  Clarke  and  Force  documents- 
Mr.  BENTON  warmly  opposed  concnrrlng  in 
the  agreement.  He  objected  to  ft  because  it  made 
a  distinction  between  the  two  Houses — allowing  a 
distribution  of  books  to  the  members  of  the  House, 
while  it  refused  a  distribution  of  bocks  to  the  Se- 
nate*. He  objecte<l  to  it  because  a  distribution  of 
books  to  either  House  was  wrong  in  principle. 
Some  gentlemen  seemed  to  fear  that  if  the  Senate 
insisted  on  its  amendment,  the  appropriation  bill 
would  be  lost,  and  the  wheels  of  Government  stop- 
ped; but  coirld  they  suppose  there  was  any  member 
of  either  House  who  would  be  willing  to  break  up 
this  Government  for  the  sake  of  retaining  his 
share  of  these  books,  which  was  not  worth  more 
than  three  hundired  and  thirty  dollars  at  the  price 
they  cost  the  Government,  and  which,  if  sold  to 
Mr.  Temple  man,  or  any  other  bookseller,  would 
not  bring  the  half  or  quarter  of  that  snm.  Now  he 
was  determined,  as  far  as  it  depended  on  hrm,  to 
put  it  to  the  test,  whether  any  member  of  Congress 
would  be  willing  to  put  an  end  to  this  Government 
for  the  sake  of  retaining  histhree  hundred  and  thirty 
dollars*  worth  of  these  books. 

Mr.  B.  here  enlarged  ou  the  growing  evils  of  this 
system  of  distributing  books  to  members  of  Con- 
.  gress;  and  in  illustration,  alluded  to  the  ipanner  In 
which  another  proposition  to  distribute  books 
had  been  run  through  the  Senate  last  nighrt. 
A  resoluUon  was  offered  by  a  Senator  from  Massa- 
chusetts, [Mr.  f^sBSTEa,J  to  distribute  among  the 
members  two  vohimes  relating  to  the  land  la#8. 
He  had  given  foil  notice  of  his  opposhion  to  this 


resolutioi^,  and  his  inteQtioa  to  oppose  it  whea  k 
came  up  tor  consideration.    Yet,  in  the  course  of  a 
fatiguing  session  of  eighteen  hours,  he  had  been  ab* 
sent  from  his  seat  but  a  few  moments,  and  ia  those 
few  moments  this  distribution  was  galloped  tbroaglu 
It  was  presented  to  the  Senate  white  he  (Mr.  B.) 
was  in  his  seal;  objected  to  by  him;  then  withdrawn^ 
taken  up  in  his  absence,  and  hastily  ran  throagh. 
This  book  making  concern  was  oae  of  the  m<x 
cry  in/  abuses  in  our  system.    There  was  no  ead  lo 
it-*it  ran  round  in  a  cpniinned  circle,    to  the  Arst 
place,  a  sufficient  number  of  books  are  ordered  10 
supply  the  members  of  a  Congress.    At  the  enm- 
ing  se^on,  the  new  members  are  to  be  sapptird; 
aiKl  this  is  easily  done,  and  in  the  following  man* 
ner:  some  of  the  members  who  had  already  re- 
ceived copies,  may  sell  them  to  Mr.  Templemaa, 
and  he  aells  them  At  a  sa>all  ad?nace  ,U)  the  yib- 
lishers,  and  they  are  furnished  to  the  new  membecs 
at  Government  price  as  new  hooksi  whs,  in  j|^r 
turn,  sell  them  lo  Mr.  f  empleman,  an4  (he  process 
goes  on  ad  it^iluin,  so  that  the  original  fifteen 
hundred  copies  may  supply  fifteen  thousand  mem- 
berr,  the  Government,  at  every  revolution  of  ttfe 
circle,  paying  the  full  price.     He  hoped  the  5e> 
nate  would  insist  on  its  amendment,  and  let  the 
people  of  the  country  see  what  meml>ers  of  Coi- 
gress  were  willing  to  break  up  ifaeGovernmcnito 
bpid  on  to  the  books  the^  had  voted  to  themsel?ei. 

Mr.  CLAY  of  Alabama  aaid  he  had  never  7oted 
for  a  purchase  or  distribution  ot  books  in  bis  life. 
He  was  opposed  to  the  whole  matter,  and  ihoQ|^l 
it  a  most  serieus  abuse.  He  would  not,  howerer, 
incur  the  hazard  uf  such  serious  emb^rskssoieot 
as  would  result  to  (he  Government  from  the  loss  of 
the  appropriation  bill^  He  wonld,  therefore,  YO\t 
for  agreeing  to  the  repiirtof  the  Committee  («f  CoDfe- 
reace,  and  let  the  members  of  the  House  ukethe 
responsibility  of  voting  books  for  themselres. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  agreeing  Vtth 
Uie  report  of  the  CommiUee  of  Confertace,  and 
decided  in  the  affirmative — ayes  24,  noes  7,  asio^ 
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YBAS-^Messrs.^  Buchanan,  Calhoun,  Clar  of 
Alabama,  Cuthbert,  Foster,  Fulton,  Hubbard,Kfaig^, 
Linn,  Merrick,  Nicholas,  Norvell,  Pierce,  Raue, 
Sevie*",  Smith  of  Indiana,  Southard,  Swift,  Ihll- 
madge.  Walker,  Webster,  Witlfams  of  Maiae, 
Williams  of  Mississippi,  and  Wrigltf— -M. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Davis,  IfilHi 
ffcobiABOn,  Smith  of  Oonneclleat  and  White^Ti 

The  Hon.  William  R.  King  having  tempo^i- 
ly  retired  from  the  Chain 

Mr.  TALLMADGE  submitted  the  follbW^  re- 
solution: 

Rtiolved^  That  the  thanks  cf  the  Senate  k 
presented  to  the  Hun.  Willum  R.  Kinu,  for  bii 
able,  impartial,  and  dignified  conduct  as  presidioi 
officer  of  this  body. 

Mr,  DAVIS  heartily  concurred  in  the  rc«»lauon, 
and  hoped  that  it  would  meet  with  the  unanimoof 
concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  SOUTHARD  bojped  the  word  '"wwrniiiMt'' 
would  be  inserted  in  the  resolatioo. 

Several  members  were  heard  at  the  same  time 
expressing  the  same  wish.' 
.JVlr.  TALLMADGE  modified  his  resolu^t^ 
inserting  the  word  uoahint^ons,  and  the  resolatipa 
was  then  unanimously  adopted. 

Mr.  TALLMADGE  Dloved  that  a  joint  resolo- 
tiou  for  the  distribution,  in  part»  of  the  Mad|^ 
papers,  be  taken  up;  which  was  agteed  to,  aiiidthB 
resolution  was  pas^.  -        ^  [  ^ 

Mr.  T.  moved  that  the  16th  and  17th  idlnt  tQk9 
be  fuspehded,  so  as  to  permit  this  resoluttimji^lv 
sent  to  the  Hotise  for  concurrence;  which  Waa^abo 
agreed  to. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  WRIGHT; 

Ordgr^  That  ihe  Seaetary  infotm  ibt  ^eM  of 
R^presientatives  that,  having  completed  the  Jef^* 
live  busitiess  before  them,  the  Senate  wai  rc^> 
a-tjoum.  .  .     .  ';j 

A  message  was  received  from  the  H<^\ise^9{'Ba* 

presentaiives  by  Mr.  Qarljlni>,  their  Cl^f|r«~iitiiii^ 

that  they  had  passed  a  joiat  resolution  fo)r'i)|ai^ 

jaoiaMnpnt  ,of  a  joint  ^o.minitiec^  ' 

>xes|deht  orthe  yni^' States. 

the  two  Houses  Of  Cbn^^ss  ^^ 
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business  before  them,  and  were  ready  to  adjo^ni, 
.if  tie  bad  no  furtber  commQniea'ioDs  to  make. 

•     Oa  Jnotum  by  Mr.  HUBBARD,  tbe  resoJotl^n 

'  was  eoncarred  id,  and  Mr.  Hobsard  and  Mr.  Fvl- 
SON  vere  appointed  on  ibe  part  of  tbe  Senate. 
A  message  was  received  frem  the  Hoose  of  Be- 

.  pteseaiatiTest  slating  tbat  tbey  bad  passed  tbe  joint 
resolaiion  of  tbe  Senate  for  the  distribution^ in  part, 

.  of  tbe  Madison  papers. 

Mr..  BENTON,  asked  what  resolationl  He  bad 
been  in  bis  seat,  with  tbe  exception  of  a  few  mi- 
notes,  Ibe  whole  day  and  tbe  whale  aigbt,  and  he 
had  not  the  least  recollection  of  any  resolation  of 
the  kind  baving  passed,  and  this  was  the  first  inti- 
mation he  had  that  any  snch  resolution  was  before 
theSeoate. 

Mr.  ALLEN  also  said  tbat  he  bad  no  knowledge 
of  any  such  resolution  having  passed,  and  he  be- 
Iitred  he  was  in  the  chamber  at  tbe  tia.e  of  its 

Mr.  WILLIAMS  of  Mississippi'  stated  that  be 
was  in  the  chair  when  the  consideration  of  ihe  xe- 
sbiuuon  was  called  for  by  the  Senator  from  New 
York,  [Mr.  Tallsudgb.]  The  resolution  was 
taken  Qp>  considered  and  adopted,  with  all  the 
ibnns  that  are  usoal  on  the  passage  of  a  resolution. 
He  wished  to  know  if  tbe  Senator  from  Mi&souri 
intended  to  impute  any  mcorrectness  of  conduct  to 
-  4be  Chsir  in  the  proceedings  on  tbe  resolution. 

Mr.  BENTON.  Not  at  all:  not  at  atl.  He 
was  ooi  ot  bis  seat  at  tbe  time,  and  knew  nothing 
of  what  was  done,* or  how  it  was  don^i  heonfy 
knew  it  was  qntckly  dene.  He  was  oat  of  his  seat 
bat  a  few  minules;  wasinritedoat  of  it  into  a  near 
TMoaa;  was,  in  fact,  inWud  out  several  times  before 
he  went;  and  was  out  bat  a  few  minutes.  He 
knew  nothing  of  what  was  done  until  since  be 
eame  back.  He  certainly  impntrd  no  Mame  to 
Ibe  Senator  from  Mississippi:  neither  thought  it  or 
impQtcd  it. 

Mr.' WRIQHT  said  he  had  looked  at  the  reso- 
hlCiott,  and  found  that  it  contained  tbe  certificate  of 
tbe  fi^erelary,  that  it  had  parsed.  Without 
making  any  complaint  as  to  the  irregularity  with 
wbieb  that  Tesolntion  passed,  he  would  only  say, 
that  if  their  Secretary,  or  the  Secretary  of  any 
dberbody,  dlstriboted  books  nnder  a  resolution 
dms  pasaed,  he  wonid,  s#  far  as  he  (Mr.  W.)  was 
ooteemed,  do  it  upon  his  lesponsibtKty. 

Mr.  TALLMADGE  said,  tbat  as  to  the  respon- 
iXMtf  nttcadiBg  Ais  resolution,  he^  avowed  him- 
seir  wiiKng  to  meet  it  there  or  before  the  country. 
He  bad  called  up  the  resolution,  and  it  bad  been 
acted  nn  at  hm  instance.  He  acknowledged  that 
advantage  had  been  taken  of  time  and  circumstan- 
aes,  btti  the  same  adjutage  had  been  taken  of  him 
aa4  iKberi  in  vanous  instances.  He  did  not  pre- 
tend to  be  much  of  a  Jackson  man,  but  he  wan 
)«TfeaHy  willing,  as  regarded  bis  participation  in 
thia  inntter,  to  meet  the  refponsibility. 

Mr.  HUBBARD,  from  the  joint  committee  ap- 
pniated  to  wait  on  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
and  inform  him  that  the  two  Houses  of  Congress 
Imving  faisbed  the  business  before  them,  were  rea- 
dy to  adjourn,  provided  he  had  no  furtber  commu- 
nieations  lo  make,  reported  that  they  had  perform- 
ed the  doty  assigned  them,  and  had  received  for 
answer  that  the  President  bad  no  furtber  commu- 
nications to  make  to  Congress,  and  requested  them 
ID  wish  to  each  member  of  tbe  Senate  a  rafe  return 
-tnMsibinily  and  his  home 

Mr.  WRIGHT  moved  tbat  tbe  Senate  now  ad- 
Jnnm. 

Mr.  TALLMADGE  hoped  that  the  Senate 
WMikl  not  adjourn  until  tbey  bad  consummated 
.llm  business  before  them;  that  they  would  disregard 
this  message,  which  had  been  sprung  upon  them— 
and  sprang  upon  them  in  an  irregular  manner,  du- 
ring the  discussion  of  a  pending  qaesiion-— and 
.complete  tbe  business  before  them. 

The  question  on  adjournment  was  taken  and  de» 
-cidcd  in  tbe  BFgative. 

Mr.  BENTON  said  this  resjlution  could  hot 
ynss.  It  was  in  the  power  of  any  one  member  to 
saop  it,  and  he  shoiaikl  use  every  effort  to  do  so.  It 
I  then  after  midnight— ^t  was  two  o\;idak--there 


^  in:  not  a  qaonim  of  the  Senate  p^^sett^,  messages  of 

m^jonniment  have  passed  between  the  two  Houses 

•^M'tritb-thr  pRaideat, .  «ttd  no  aat,  iaTetbe  ad-, 


journment,  can  be  done  except  by  unanimous  con- 
sent, wbiab  hide.*,  sod  covers  up  irregularities.  The 
resolution  bad  beiter  be  dropped;  it. cannot  be' 
passed^  it  will  not  be  passed.  Mr.  B,  sitid 
it  was  now  after  two  o^clock— half  past  two 
o'doek,  and  he  moved  that  tbe  Senate  do 
now  adjourn,  and  that  the  boor  be  entered  on  the 
journal.  It  was  now  half  past  two  o'clock  on  the 
4th  day  of  Msrcfa,  and  the  ctfostitutional  existence 
of  the  Senate  was  at  an  end.  This  was  the  fact, 
and  he  wanted  it  on  the.  journal. 

Mr.  TALLMADGE  inquired  if  the  motion  to 
enter  tbe  boor  on  the  journal  was  in  order* 

The  PRESIDENT  stated  that  by  ^e  rolfs,  any 
member  who  moved  sn  adjournment  had  the  right 
to  have  the  hour  at  which  snch  motion  was  made 
entered  on  the  jonmal. 

The  entry  was  accordingly  made  on  the  journaL 

The  PRESIDENT  said  that  before  taking  the 
question  on  adjournment,  he  would  ask  the  indul- 
gence of  the  Ssuate  to  mske  a  few  remarks.  He 
regretted  exceedingly  that  he  had  lef^  bis  situation 
in  the  Chair  for  a  moment,  as  it  had  led  mt>st  pro- 
bably 10  unpleasant  feelings.  He  had  hoped  tha(  at 
thi^boor,  when  they  weie  about  to  separate,  no- 
thing wpuld  have  occurred  to  mar  the  harmony  rf 
the  body,  or  interrupt  the  feelings  of  personal  kind- 
ness sp  sppiopriaie  to  the  occasion.  He  bad  en- 
deavored, while  presiding  over  their  deliberations, 
to  which  he  had  been  cajlrd  by  the  kindness  of  the 
Senate,  to  dischsrge  his  duties  to  the  extent  of  his 
ability — faiihfoUy  be  believed,  honestly  he  knew 
he  had;  and  he  regretted,  deeply  regreJted,  that  any 
thing  should  have  occurred  during  bis  temporary 
absence  from  the  Chair,  to  induce  unpleasant  feel- 
ing^*, and  prevent  a  harmonious  adjournment. 

Mr.  BENTON  said  that  every  word  Spoken  by 
the  pRBsiDXMT,  [Mr.  Kino,]  went  into,  his  heart, 
and  found  a  resting  place  there.  Like  him,  be 
wished  a  harmonious  adjournment;  like  him,  he 
wished  all  to  separate  with  feelings  of  personal 
kindness;  and  for  that  very  purpose,  he  bad  moved 
the  adjonrnmenti  It  was  the  quiet  and  easy  way 
lo  get  rid  of  an  nnpleasant  subject;  to  avoid  a 
struggle  which  <vtll  lead  to  no  results;  for  the  reso- 
latk>n  oould  not  become  a  law.  He  wished  to  drop 
it  as  it  was;  and  then  there  would  be  nothing  to 
mar  tbe  kind  feelings  which  prevailed,  and  wbkh 
alt  would  wish,  With  tbe  Presidbnt,  to  see  pre- 
served. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  adjourn- 
ment, and  decided  in  the  negative— ayes  6,  noes  12, 
as  folk>w8: 

TEAS— Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Buchanan, 
Hubbard,  King,  ^nd  Williams  of  Mississippi— 6. 

NAYa— Messrs.  Foster,  t*uUon,  Lyon,  Mer- 
rick, NicboUs,  Norvell,  Roane,  Southard,  Tall- 
madge.  Walker,  Wall,  and  Wbite-^13. . 

Mr.  BENTON  said  it  was  now  entered  on  the 
jonmal  that  it  was  half  past  3  o'clock  in  the  morn- 
ing, and  no  quorum,  only  eighteen  members  pre- 
sent; and  he  now  made  a  motion,  which'  was  ad- 
dressed to  the  PaBsiDKNT  himself.  In  doing  so,  he 
would  4»te  tha  example  of  Mr.  Macon,  whom  they 
all  knew,  and  than  whom  no  man  was  more  scru- 
pulous. Mr..  MacttB  held  that  at  13  o'clock  at 
night,  on  the  3d  of  March  of  the  bhort  session,  hi« 
powers  as  a  Senator  ceased,  and  if  the  Senate  was 
not  willing  to  adjourn  at  that  time,  he  went  away. 
Now,  Mr.  President,  (said  Mr.  B.)  I  believe  that 
at  this  hour,  half  past  2  o'clock  in  the  morning  of 
the  4th  of  March,  you  have  no  authority  here,  and 
I  have  no  right  to  address  you.  I  therefore  mean 
to  make  the  question  with  you,  whether,  at  this 
hour,  jou  have  power  to  act.  The  Chair  has  given 
notice  tbat  he  is  $;oing  to  sign  tbe  resolution,  and  I 
object  to  it.  It  is  the  4ih  of  March,  and  no 
quorum. 

The  PRESIDENT  said  it  was  a  verycommou 
thing  at  the  close  of  the  Congress  to  sit  and  do 
business  after  midnight  en  tbe  3d  of  March. 

Mr.  BENTON  said  he  knew  it  was,  but  in  such 
eases  the  fact  was  kept  out  of  the  journal;  all  ap- 
pealed there  to  have  been  (*one  on  the  3d  of 
March.  The  journal  went  on  headed  the  3d,  and 
tbe  approvals  of  tbe  Preaeideift  bore  date  the  3d. ^ 
But  now  this  is  not  th«»  case.  The  time  is  marked 
on  the  ^rnah  it  is  marked  tke  momibf  of  the 


4th>  and  the  whole  proceeding  will  be  in valii  i.i 
its  face. 

ThePRKSIDENT  was  of  opinion  that  he  cr.\>ii 
net  sign  the  resolution  when  a  quorum  v.f  u.o 
Senate  was  not  present,  and  so  stated  to  the 
Senate. 

Mr.  BENTON  said,  as  there  was  no  quorqm 
present,  be  hoped  the  Senate  would  adjourn. 

Several  members  said  they  hoped  not;  that  a 
quorum  would  be  soon  present,  and  said  that  the 
Chair  could  despatch  the  Sergeant-at-arms  after 
the  absentees. 

Mr.  BENTON  said  they  bad  no  fight  to  send  the 
Seigeant-at-arms  afXer  members;  that  all  power 
over  Senators  was  at  an  end. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  adjournment, 
and  decidect  in  the  negative. , 

Mr.  MEURICK  then  made  a  few  renvarks  in 
relAtion  to  the  pas.sage  of  the  resolution.  (le  snid 
h<»  was  in  his  seat  in  the  Senate^  but  knew  not  of 
the  passage  of  this  resolution.  In  fact,  he  did  not 
l:uow  that  the  resolation  had  been  presumed  (or 
the  consideration  of  the  Senatp,  until  he  was  in- 
formed that  it  had  passed.  He  was  in  favor  of  the 
object  of  the  resolution,  and  would  have  voteii  for 
it  if  he  had  been  nvrare  of  its  having  been  befqre 
the  Senaf*. 

Mr.  WALKER  said,  in  regard  to  the  resolution, 
he  had  under^lood  such  a  one  wa^  to  be  <>frere,d, 
and  not  having  be»*n  o/ftrred.  he  had  concluded  thjai 
it  had  been  abandoeed.  Tbe  firM  actual  know- 
ledge he  had  of  the  resolution  being  before  the  Se- 
nate, wa'<  heaxiog  its  title  pronouuced  by  the  voice 
of  his  colleague,  [Mr.  Williams  ]  1  did  not  know 
what  it  meant.  He  read  the  resolution.  I  heard 
him  distinctly  put  ihe  question;'  and  tbe  various 
questions  that  are  uso^ally  put  on  the  pas^^age  of  a 
re.<«oluiirn«  were  put  as  fully,  and  as  clearly,,  as 
they  generally  are,  and  tbe  question  was  carried  se  - 
fairiy,  and  tht:  Senate  was  as  full,  as  it  was  when  | 
a  majority  of  the  acts  passed  by  that  body  were 
carried. 

Mr.  ROANE  said  that  he  knew  no  more  of  i^e 
passaxe  of  that  resolution  than  the  chil  i  imboui. 
He  must  have  been  in  the  chamber  at  the  timei  but 
he  had  never  heard  it  called  up,  nor  any  question 
taken  on  it.  ,  With  respect,  however,  to  ihe^e 
Madison  papers,  he  looked  on  them  in  a  verj  dif- 
ferent light  from  the  tt  ash  that  was  so  often  piU>- 
lished  by  Congrris.  He  had  received  this  very  . 
evening,  fiom  a  distinguished  gentleman  in  Vir- 
ginia, a  letter  asking  information  about  them.  Jt 
was  a  letter  abounding  with  good  sense,  and  pac- 
ing a  proper  estimation  on  these  papers.  W^h 
lMs  letter  in  bis  hand,  he  went  round  to  the  seat  of 
hjs  friend  from  Missouri,  and  endeavored  to  soften 
his  rigid  resolution  with  regard  to  tbe  distribution 
of  boots,  so  as  to  make  the  Madison  papers  an.ejjs- 
ception.  He  endeavored  to  put  these  papers  in 
contrast  with  the  trash  that  was  put  abroad  under  4 
the  sanction  of  Congress,  which  may,  pei haps,  form 
the  materials  for  a  spurious  history  of  the  counti^. 
He  represented  that  these  Madison  papers  had  alrea- 
dy been  published,  and  that  there  would  be  an  ab- 
surdity, after  paying  for  them,  to  put  them  away  ;n 
the  garret,  with  the  trash  that  has  lumbered  th&re 
among  the  cobwel)s  of  time.  The  Senator  from 
Missouri  stated  the  terois  on  which  he  would  agree 
to  the  distribution  of  this  particular  work,  and  that' 
was  to  make  a  general 'distribution  throughoui  the 
Union  and  into  every  State;  and  he  desired  me  to 
go  to  the  Secretary's  table,  and  get  the  Cleik  lo 
make,  out  a  list  of  the  general  distribution  of  doou- 
mruts,  and  then  he  would  support  it.  Mr.  R.  then  de- 
scianted  at  length  on  the  great  value  of  the  Madison 
paner>;  the  importance  that  the  information  con- 
tained in  thsm  bboald  be  disseminated  as  widely  as 
possible,  and  the  absurdity  of  locking  them  up  from 
the  public  view,  after  having  paid  for  printing 
them.  He  did  not  consider  the  works  of  James 
Madison  of  the  same  natuie  with  those  publications 
with  whicii  11  had  been  the  custom  of  the  two 
Houses  lo  supply  their  members — "a  custom  more 
honored  in  the  breach  than  in  tbe  observance'' — 
and  he  hoped  that  the  resolution  of  the  Senator 
from  Missouri,  with  regard  to  distributing  hooks, 
would  not»  like  the  rigid  Jaws  of  the  Medes  and 
Persians,  be  applied  ta  them. 

Mr.  B^9T0N  said  tbe  reference  of  tbe^enatof 
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from  Virginia  [Mr.  Roahk]  to  him  was  correct;  he 
had  re:  a:»ed  to  agree  to  a  distribation  of  the  Madi- 
son papers  to  the  members  of  Congress,  but  was 
willing  to  a  general  distribution,  according  to  the 
general  distribution  of  documents;  and  desired  the 
Senator  from  Virginia  to  get  that  list  from  one  of 
the  clerks,  and  either  omit  the  members  of  Con- 
gress, or  require  them  to  pay  the  cost.  This  gene- 
nd  distribntioh  would  carry  the  work  into  every 
State — ^its  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives — 
its  Esecotive  oflBce— its  colleges  and  universities— 
to  all  the  fixecndve  offices  of  the  General  Govern- 
ment <-^  to  the  library  of  Congress — to  the  offices  of 
the  Secretary  of  ttie  Senate  ancl  Clerk  of  the  House 
of  Representatives,  aftd  masy  others.  It  would 
distribute  eleven. or  tteetvc  hundred  copies,  and 
place  them  in  every  part  of  the  Union,  and  in  the 
best  hands  for  preservation  and  for  use.  Gentle- 
men were  debating  as  if  the  only  alternatives  were 
between  an  exclnsive  and  gratuitous  distribution  of 
these  papers  to  members  of  Congress,  or  a  consign- 
ment of  them  to  the  worms  in  the  garret,  and  an 
everlastiniL  loss  of  them  to  mankind.  This  wa& 
rather  wild.  The  distribution  which  he  proposed 
would  bive  savei  them  from  the  worms,  would 
have  given  them  to  the  whole  Union,  and  to  all 
xaankind;  it  would  have  curtailed  nobody  but  mem- 
bers of  Congress. 

The  PRE'^IOENT  said  that  on  further  conside- 
ration, and  consulting  the  rules,  he  was  of  opinion 
that  it  did  not  require  a  quorum  to  be  present  to 
aathortze  the  signing  of  a  bill  or  resolution.  It 
was  not  properly  an  act  of  legislation,  but  merely 
a  signing  to  be  done  by  the  Chair  to  authenticate 
the  act.  Holding  this  opinion,  he  would  now  pro- 
ceed to  sign  the  joint  resolution. 

Mr.  BENTON  said  the  signing  could  only  be 
done  in  the  presence  of  the  Sienate,  and  there  was 
no  Sena*e  when  there  was  no  quorum.  Every 
signing  was  a  public  act.  The  presiding  officer 
gave  audible  notice  of  it;  the  Senate  ceased  to  act; 
no  Senator  conld^  speak;  nothing  could  be  done 
while  the  Prksioent  was  signing.  Mr.  B.  was 
clearly  of  opinion  that  acts  could  only  be  signed 
when  the  Senate  was  formed  and  arqnomm  present. 

The  CH  A.IR  then  signed  the  resolution. 

Mr.  ALLEN  said  that  the  resolution  oonld  not 
now  go  to^the  President  for  his  signature.  There 
is  ne  committee  of  the  House  of  Representatives 
which  is  necessary  to  form  the  joini  committee, 
to  join  the  committee  on  the  part  of  the  Senate  to 
carry  It.  The  House  of  Representatives  has  ad- 
journed and  dispersed,  and  the  two  members  who 
composed  part  of  the  Joint  Committee  to  take  bills 
to  the  President,  had  ceased  to  exist  as  meml>ers  of 
Congress;  the  body  to  which  they  belonged  had 
ceased  to  exist.  The  resolution  could  not  be  car- 
ried: there  is  no  authority  existing  which  could 
cany  it. 

Mr.  FOSTER  said  that  he  would  carry  it.  He 
was  a  member  on  the  part  of  the  Senate  of  the 
Joint  Committee,  and  he  had  once  carried  a  bill 
to  the  President  alone,  but  he  had  ascertained  that 
he  had  made  a  mistake. 

[Mr.  Foster  and  Mr.  Merrick,  the  committee 
on  the  part  of  the  Senate,  then  left  the  chamber 
with  the  joint  resolution.] 

Mr.  BENTON  raid  the  impediments  were  not 
yet  surmounted,  there  was  a  little  difficulty  to  be 
encountered,  when  the  committee  got  back.  He 
had  the  rules  in  his  hand,  and  would  read  them  at 
the  proper  time.  It  is  now  4  o^clock  en  the  morn- 
ing of  Monday,  the  4th  of  March;  the  House  of 
Represenutives  adjourned  and  gone,  and  no  quo- 
rum here.    There  are  obstacles  ahead. 

Mr.  WHITE  said  he  would  state  what  he  knew 
rsjifecting  the  passage  of  this  resolution.  He  had 
just  come  into  the  Senate  chamber,  when  he  heard 
the  Senator  occupying  the  chair  [Mr.  WilliamsJ 
ask  if  a  resolution  should  be  taken  up.  If  he 
gave  it  any  particular  designation^  it  escaped  my 
ear.  The  presiding  officer  put  the  question,  and  it 
was  passed,  several  voices  voting  in  the  affirmative. 
Not  knowing  what  it  was,  or  what  it  contained,  I 
asked  for  the  reading  of  it,  and  it  was  handed  to 
me.  Ai  there  was  no  discussion  on  the  subject,  no 
divisi<  n  asked,  and  none  taken,  and  consequently 
deeming  the  question  an  unimportant  one,  be  voted 
neithei  aye  nor  no.    He  himself  was/Oppoied  to 


the  principle  of  disuibutiHg  books  among  the  mem- 
bers of  Congress;  but  none  of  those  whose  lead  he 
was  accustomed  to  follow  on  this  subject,  opposing 
this  resolution,  and  on  lookins;  around  and  observ- 
ing that  the  Senator  from  Missouri  [Mr.  .Benton] 
was  not  in  his  seat,  he  tl  ought  it  was  an  unimpor- 
tant matter,  and  did  not  expect  to  hear  any  thing 
more  about  it. 

[The  committee  who  waited  on  the  PamnBUT 
for  his  signature  to  the  joint  resolnlion,  having  ar- 
rived in  the  Senate  chamber,] 

Mr.  BENTON  rose  to  a  point  of  order— to  have 
things  done  in  order.  One  of  the  toest  solemn 
acts  of  the  two  Houses  is  t^at  of  sending  bills  to 
the  President  to  be  sisned:  it  has  to  be  done  in  a 
prescribed  form,  and  reported  and  recorded  in  a 
prescribed  form.  Upon  this  depends  all  the  ques- 
tions connected  with  the  ten  days'  constitutional 
right  of  the  President  to  retaiin  a  bill — his  culpabili- 
ty if  he  does  not  return  it — the  prevention  of  the 
return  by  the  adjournment  of  Congress — the  effica- 
cy of  the  bill  as  a  law  if  not  returned  in  time,  un- 
less prevented  by  an  adjournnfrnt.  All  this  makes 
the  presentation  of  the  bill  to  the  President  one  of 
the  most  formal  aitd  serious  acts  of  legislation;  and 
therefore  the  rules  had  carefully  provided  to  make 
the  presentation  a  matter  of  record  in  each  House 
of  Congress — a  record,  the  verity  of  which  could 
not  be  impeached,  and  which  wo'utd  require  no  ex- 
tensive evidence  to  support  it  A  stoning  com- 
mittee was  to  carry  it:  that  committee  was  to  be 
joint:  it  was  to  be  composed  of  two  members  from 
each  House;  and  these  two  members  of  each  House 
were  to  make  report  to  their  Houses  respectively 
that  the  bill  had  been  presented,  carefully  stating 
the  day  on  which  it  was  presented;  and  then  this 
report  was  to  be  entered  on  the  journals  of  each 
House. 

[Mr.  B.  here  read  the  .rules,  to  show  that  he 
stated  them  correctly.] 

He  said  these  rules  could  not  have  been  com- 
plied with  in  this  case.  Th»  joint  standing  com- 
mittee was  dissolved  by  the  dissolution  of  the 
House  of  Representatives.  The  half  committee  of 
the  Senate  was  a  nonentity  without  the  other  half 
from  the  House  of  Representatives.  No  record 
could  be  made  in  the  House  of  Representatives, 
which  had  been  adjourned  for  two  hours,  and  no 
such  record  can  be  made  here,  as  the  rules  impera- 
tively require.  I  call  the  attention  of  theSeort- 
tary  of  the  Senate  to  the  roks  in  the  entry  which  her 
is  to  make.  The  Senators  will  report  what  they 
have  done;  and  that  is,  they  went  without  the  com- 
mittee of  the  House  to  the  President,  and  went  ou 
the  4th  of  March;  and  there  ends  the  work  ibr 
which  we  have  been  kept  here  so  many  hours.  It 
drops  now,  as  I  proposed  it  should  drop  three  hours 
ago. 

Mr.  MERRICK  reported  that  within  the  last 
hour  the  committee  had  placed  in  the  hands  of  the 
President  a  joint  resolution  for  the  distribution,  in 
part,  of  the  Madison  papers. 

Mr.  TALLMADGE  moved  that  the  Senate  ad- 
joam  liiw  dU. 

Mr.  BENTON  asked  if  a  minority  of  the  Senate 
could  adjourn  sine  cKs.  He  thought  they  could 
only  adjourn  from  day  to  day,  until  a  quorum  was 
present. 

The  PRESIDENT  decided  that  the  Senate  could 
adjourn  tine  dt€,  and 

The  Senate  adjourned  nue  tfie  at  90  minutes 
past  4  o\slook,  a.  m. 


HOUSE  OP  REPRESENTATIVES, 
SoNDAr,  March  3, 1839. 

The  SPEAKER  laid  before-the  Houre  seveial 
Executive  communications,  wbidi  were  laid  on  the 
table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

POST  OFFICE  BUILDING. 

Mr.  LINCOLN  asked  the  House  to  take  up  the 
bill  to  provide  for  the  erection  of  a  fire  proof  bnUd- 
ing  for  the  Post  Office  Department. 

Mn  CAMBRELENG  hoped  they  would  conine 
thiaday  to  the  needful  appropriation  bills,  and 
therefore  he  must  object  to  it. 

Mr«  LINCOLN  thereupon  moved  a  suspenaion 
of  the  mien,  and  the  vote  being,  ayes  71,  noes  38, 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  withdrew  hia  objection. 


Mr.  CRABB  then  objected;  but  on  a  sec6nd  tri- 
al, the  vote  being,  ayes  89,  noes  29,  no  qodrom, 

Mr.  C  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays;  but  thty 
were  refused,  and  tellers  being  ordered,  tbe  itsaU 
wa^  announced — ayes  93,  necs  35. 

So  the  rules  were  suspended,  and  the  bill  sns 
put  on  its  third  reading. 

Mr.  C.  was  opposni  to  acting  on  any  thing  oa 
such  a  day  as  this,  but  what  was  absolutely  aecd- 
sary  to  carry  on  the  Government  This  was  net 
a  measure  of  that  class,  and  therefore  he  oppos- 
ed it. 

Mr.  TALIAFERRO  opposed  the  bill  mainly  on 
account  of  the  repoit  upon  which  it  was  based. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  demanded  the  pievioos 
question;  which  being  seconded, 

Mr.  CRABB  moved  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table. 
Lost. 

The  main  question  was  then  qrdered,  and 
thereon, 

Mr.  CRABB  demanded  the  yeaa.and  nays,  bnt 
they  were  refused,  and  the  bill  was  ordered  tea 
third  reading,  and  then  read  a  third  lime  and 
piMsed. 

Mr.  LINCOLN  then  submitted  a  reaelation  to 
suspend  the  16th  joint  rule  so  as  to  send  this  QQl 
to  the  Senate,  which  was  agreed  to. 
FLORIDA  WAR. 
.  On  motion  of  Mr.  CAMBRELENG,  the  Hofte 
took  up  the  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill 
for  preventing  and  suppressing  Indian  bostiljties.  ^ 

Mr.  EVERETT  moved  to  non-concur  ia  the 
amendment  striking  out  the  item  oi  |5,000  for 
holdmg  a  treaty  with  the  Semtnolcs^ 

Mr.  ROBERTSON  called  for  the  yeas  and  nayf-, 
but  they  were  refused. 

The  amendment  then  was  non-concurred  in— 
yeas  51,  noes  not  counted. 

•The  other  amendment  was  concurred  in. 

GENERAL  APPROPRIATION  BILL 

The  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  this  bill,  upon 
Vhichthey  intUud,  viz:  to  have  the  Exccntive 
printing  and  binding  done  upon  advertised  con- 
tract, and  the  one  in  relation  to  the  Documentary 
History,  were  taken  up. 

Mr.  BOND,  at  whose  instance  the  first  provision 
had  been  engrafted  iipon  the  bill  originally,  brieflj 
advocated  its  expediency,  and  moved  that  the 
House  adhere. 

The  CHAIR  explained;  that  this  motion  woaM 
peril  the  whole  bill;  and  If  both  Houses  adhere, 
the  bill  would  be  lost. 

Mr.  BOND  was  aware  of  the  consequences,  hot 
he  should  persist  in  his  motion  nevertheless. 

Mr.  McKENNAN  didhope  the  gentleman woold 
substitute  the  motion  to  "insist,''  and  not  peril  the 
^ill  in  this  way. 

After  a  few  words  from  Messrs.  ATHERTON, 
LEWI^  WILLIAMS,  BRIGG8,  ORENNBLL, 
HARLAN,  SHERROD  WILLIAMS,  BICE 
GARLAND,  FILLMORE,  TILLINGHA&T, 
RIVES,  BANKS  and  BELL-^ 

Mr.  GRAHAM  of  North  Carolina  demanded  the 
yeas  and  nays;  which  were  ordered. 

After  a  number  of  suggestions  from  Metm. 
RIVES,  BELL,  and  others-^ 

Mr.  BOND  substituted  a  motion  to  insist. 

Mr.  RIVES,  as  being  more  respectful  to  the 
other  body,  moved  that  the  House  ^'recede**  from 
its  disagreement  to  the  proposed  amendment  of  Ihe 
Senate. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL  of  Tennessee  demandednhe 
yeas  and  nays;  which  were  ordered. 

Mr.  HARLAN  said,  as  the  Executive  printing 
had  been  a  monopoly  for  years,  he  hoped  diefio- 
fessed  anti-monopolists,  the  Loco  Focos,  wodht 
now  show  the  sincerity  of  their  professions  by  thdr 
votes, 

The  question  being  then  taken,  the  result  was, 
yeas  80,  nay&  93. 

So  the  House  refusing  to  recede,  the  question  f^ 
Gurred  upon  the  motion  to  insist. 

Mr.  LOOMIS  moved  to  amend  the  mou'on  hj 
adding  the  words,  "and  ask  a  Committee  of  CoQ' 
fefenc%"  but  the  amendment  was  disagreed  to. 
,    The  motion  to  insist  was  then  carried  withont  a 
division. 

The  eiher  amendment,  upon  wtakit  the  BmHf 
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U,  ill  pm,  inKiA^d,  ill  refttiGii  to  the  Doetimeii- 
tBj  History,  wis  then  talren  up. 

ICr.  PBTRIKIN  moved  tbA  the  House  insist. 

Mr.  TOUCBY  moTed  that  the  Honse  recede 
fipDiD  its  disaitreement.  * 

Mr.  ATHBRTON  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays, 
tat  they  w«re  not  ordered;  and  Mr.  TotrccT'fe  mo- 
IJBS  was  rcf eotad    nyes  6^  noea  not  eoaoted. 

nn  ■wciOB  to  imsl  was  then  af  read  ta,  withoat 

idiTMOB. 

At  a  sataequcftt  stage,  the  bttl  vas  rttamed  from 
Ike  Senate  aesompaniad  by  a  message  suiiag  that 
iktf  still  Ittristad,  and  ashed  a  eommittce  of  eon- 
iiernee,  faaring  appelated  a  eommfttee  or  three  on 
teirpart. 

Mr.  CAMBRELBNO  moved  to  concur  in  the 
nnlation  for  a  eonferetfcr,  which  wss  agreed  to, 
and,  on  his  motion,  a  committee  of  three  wis 
miinied  on  the  part  of  the  Uoose,  cooaisting  of 
Mr.  BovD  of  Ohio,  Mr.  AmtatOK  of  New  Hamp- 
Me,  aftd  Mr.  Luicol»  of  Massaohiuetts. 

Aboat  aevea  o^ock  at  night,  Mr.  BOND  made 
tveport  ttom  tbt  Commitiee  of  Conference,  which 
neomnended  the  Senate,  in  part,  to  recede,  and  in 
pirt  to  Insist,  npoB  their  amendment,  with  the  addi- 
liim  that  the  priatiAg  shall  be  executed  in  the  city 
of  Wishiagtonr  UKi  recommended  that  the  Senate 
leeede  from  part  of  their  amendment  striking  out 
the^pmopriation  for  the  Documentary  History, 
.bet sa^ so  far  18  the  House  wis  concerned,  the 
Smite  abstaining  from  taking  the  books. 

The  report  was  concurred  in  without  a  diTisicn; 
tat,  at  a  subsequent  »tage,  at  the  instance  of  Mr. 

Mr.  BONO  moved  a  reoonsideiatioa  of  the  rote 
by  which  the  last  matter  was  agreed  to;  and,  after 
a  dttoltery  disaunion  by  Messrs.  BOND,  LIN' 
OOLN,  and  BELL, 

Mr.  WILLIAMS  of  Kentncky  said  thai,  rather 
Ihia  perfl  a  bill  upon  which  the  temporary  exist* 
caes  of  the  Government  depended,  upon  a  mere 
psint  of  etiquette,  he  should  demand  the  prerions 
question;  and  it  was  seconded,  carried,  aod  the 
main  qoestion  ordered  and  pat,  when  the  Honse 
jcfased  to  reconsider—ayes  54,  noes  84. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CAMBRBLENG,  the  House 
went  into  Gommittea  on  the  Union,  Mr.  Baioos  in 
te  Chair. 

ARMY  BILL. 
Mr.  McKBNNAN  moved  to  take  op  the  Cum- 
bcriaadBoadbUl. 

The  CHAIR,  however,  ruled  that  the  Commit- 
-IsemaMl  first  dispose  ^f  the  business  under  coaaide- 
laiion  whfen  the  committee  last  rose,  which  was  the 
army  bill. 

Mr.  CASEV  inquired  if  the  Cumberland  Rnad 
was  not  necessarily  in  order,  as  the  House  had 
-  fone  into  committee  generally? 

Hie  CHAIR  replied  that  it  was  not,  and  reite- 
Mtad  his  decisioo* 

Mr.  MeKENNAN  appealed  theiefrora,  bat  aAer 
amne  remarks  from  that  gentleman  and  Messrs. 
OAMBRELENG,  LINCOLN,  and  RA  RIDEN,  be 
withdrew  it. 

The  committee  then  resumed  the  consideratioa 
oftbe  army  appropriation  bill,  the  question  pend- 
being  oa  the  provision  to  pay  the  State  of  Maa- 
|979,716  for  her  militia  claims  for  ser- 
in the  late  war. 
Tins  was  an  amendment  of  the  Senate,  and  the 
foestion  was  oa  concurring  therein. 

Mr.  LINCOLN  warmly  advocated  tbc  claim, 
and  went  on  to  show  that  it  was  scarcely  a  seventh 
of  wiial  Massachusetts  was  justly  entitled  to,  and 
lint  it  precisely  accorded  in  principle  with  the 
nirendj'  paid  claims  of  Connecticut,  New  York, 
flfsuyland,  Vizginia,  South  Carolina,  and  other 
Bmies,  proceeding  to  extablish  the  latter  point  by 
a  review  of  the  services  actually  performed  by  the 
inilida  of  Massachusetts. 

Mr.  COLES  opposed  the  imendment.  He  ob- 
jeeted  to  the  mianer  in  which  it  was  in  trod  need,  by 
ttos  engrafting  substantive  proposiiions  upon  bills 
with  which  they  have  no  connection.  It  was  a 
ode  of  legislation,  ever  to  be  deprecated, 
establishing  a  bad  precedent.    Moreover, 

Mlidity  of  the  claim  ,fbr  so  large  an  amount 

^#«a  mot  proven,  and  was  donbtM.    It  had  never 
jel  ifeem  audited;  and  tharefoie  the  House  woaid 


be  voting  away  upwards  of  a  quarter  of  a  million  of 
dollars  in  the  dark.  Mr.  C.  went  into  a  variety  of 
minute  staiemcnts  of  the  various  items  composing 
ihis  gross  sam,  in  order  to  show  that  the  claim 
ought  not  to  be  passed.  The  e/idence  in  support 
of  a  number  of  the  items  i^as  deficient. 

Mr.  CAMBRELE^G  entreated  gentlemen  to 
abstain  ftom  speaking,  for  if  they  were  to  go  into 
the  merits  of  these  ancient  claims,  they  would  have 
to  sit  all  night  again. 

Mr.  EVANS  said  the  claim  had  been  audited  in 
1836;  and  although  then  there  was  not  sufficient 
evidence  to  establish  all  the  items,  yet  since  that  >| 
time  Congress  had  adopted  a  new  principle,  of 
evidence,  and  upon  the  application  of  that  prinaple 
this  daim  was  valid. 

Mr.- W.  COST  JOHNSON  moved  to  amend  die 
amendment,  by  adding  the  fallowing:  "And  that 
the  Secretary  of  War  be,  and  h^'&  hereby,  autho- 
rized and  directed  to  adjtist  and  settle  the  daims  of 
thr  State  of  Maryland,  for  interest  due  on  the 
amount  of  money  advanced  by  that  State  to  the 
United  States  doting  the  last  war  with  England." 
'HiiB  amendment  was  rejected  without  a  division. 
The  amendment  of  the  Senate  was  then  non- 
concurred  in — ayes  66,  noes  73. 

Some  of  the  other  amendments  were  agreed  to, 
and  others  non-concnrred  in. 

INDIAN  ANNUITIES,  Ac. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  CAMBRELENGl,  the  com- 
mittee then  took  up  the  sundry  amendments  of  the 
Senate  to  the  Indian  appropriation  bill,  some  -of 
which  being  concurred  in, 

Mr.  EVERETT  moved  an  additional  item  of 
f  10,000  for  surveying  and  marking  the  Indian 
conntiy  west  of  the  Miainippi;  which  was  agreed 
to. 

,Mr.  BELL  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  adding  a 
provision,  that  the  Cherokee  warriors  wounded,  dbc 
in  the  late  war  with  Great  Bntain,  should  be  pla- 
ced on  the  pension  roll  like  other  pensioneni,  which 
was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  mCE  GARLAND  remarked  upon  the  large 
sums  involved  in  the  Senate^  amendments,  and 
inquired  if  they  had  undergone  examination  ? 

Mr.  BELL  «aid  he  had  collated  the  ^ums  with 
the  reqtiisitions  of  the  treaties,  and  had  found  them 
accurate  in  every  instance. 

The  amendments  were  generally,  but  briefly,  dis- 
cos ed  by  Messrs.  PETRIKIN,  HARLAN,  CAM- 
BRBLENG, BELL,  ADAMS,  RICE  GARLAND, 
LEWIS,  and  EVTERETT. 

Some  or  the  amendments  were  non-concurred 
in,  but  the  more  important  ones  were  all  agreed  to. 
The  item  of  |5»000»  for  the  commission  to  in- 
vestigate the  Creek  frauds  in  Alabama,  was  dis- 
cussed at  length  by  Messrs.  HARLAN,  EVER- 
ETT, LEWIS,  DAWSON,  TOWNES,  MUR- 
RAY, of  Kentucky,  and  RICE  GARLAND,  when 
it  was  agreed  to. 

Before  all  the  amendments  were  acted  on,  at 
the  soc^estion  of  Mr.  CAMBRELENO,  the  bill 
was  laid  aside,  the  committee  rose  and  reported 
the  army  bill  to  the  House. 

The  SPEAKER  having  resumec'  the  chair,  the 
army  appropriation  bill  was  taken  up;  and  the 
House  having  concurred  with  the  committee  in 
their  concurrence  with  the  Senate's  amendments, 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  moved  to  non-concur  in 
the  disagreement  of  the  committee  to  the  amend- 
ment for  the  payment  of  the  Missouri  horses  lo&t 
in  the  voyage  from  New  Orleans  to  Tampa  Bay, 
which  was  agreed  to;  and  thus  the  amendment  of 
the  Senate  was  concurred  in. 

The  additional  section  for  the  payment  of  the 
New  Hampshire  militia,  was  non-concurred  in 
without  a  division. 

The  additional  section  also  inserted  by  the  Senate 
for  the  payment  of  the  Massachosetu  militia 
claims  was  uken  up,  on  the  question  of  concurring 
with  the  Commlitee  of  the  Whole  in  their  disagree- 
ment thereto. 

Mr.  LINCOLN  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays, 
which  were  ordered. 

B«?fore  the  call  wai« .  commenced,  the  hour  of 
three  having  arrived,  the  Hou«e  took  its  daily  re- 
cess until  half  past  four. 


EVXttlNG  SfeSSlON. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WILLIAMS  of  Ky.  a  resolu- 
tion was  adopted  to  give  the  little  boys  an  extra 
compensation  of  $250  for  their  services  during  the 
last  three  months. 

Sundry  other  resolutioiu  of  a  similar  character 
were  offered,  some  of  which  were  agi^d  to,  and 
others  rejected. 

Mr.  LYON  moved  the  House  to  take  op  the  bill 
for  the  benefit  of  the  Selma  and  Tennessee  Railroad 
company.  He  stated  that  he  would  not  ask  the 
favor,  bat,  though  he  had  been  in  the  House  all 
day,  indisposition  would  compel  him  to  leave  the 
Hall. 

Mr.  LINCOLN  objecticg, 

Mr.  LYON  moved  a  suspension  of  the  rules; 
but  it  was  ineffectual. 

MASSACHUSETTS  MILITIA  CLAIMS. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  concurring  with 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  in  their  non-concur- 
rencie  with  the  Senate  in  the  pipvision  to  the  army 
bill  to  appropriate  ft9T9,716  to  liquidate  the  Masi- 
sachtiaetts  militia.claims,aiid  resulted  in  the  affirma- 
tive—yeas 63,  nays  63. 

So  the  House  disagreed  to  the  amendment  of  the 
Senate. 

INDIAN  AFFAIRS. 

Mr.  DOWNING  asked  leave  of  the  House  to 
presents  communication  from  the  Go^roor  of 
Florida  in  relation  to  the  barbarous  murders  re- 
cently perpetrated  in  that  Territory.  Mr.  D.  also 
asked  leave  to  make  a  statement  on  the  subject. 
He  said  it  was  very  imporrant,  for  the  houses  wera 
in  flames  (torn  the  depredations  of  the  Indians 
within  ten  miles  of  the  seat  of  Government. 

Objcciipn  being  made,  Mr.  D.  moved  a  suspen- 
sion of  the  rules;  but  it  was  inaffectnal— ayes  dd, 
noes  54 — ^aot  two-thirds. 

On  motmn  of  Mr.  CAMBRELENG,  the  House 
then  went  into  Committee  on  the  Union,  Mr. 
BaioQS  in  the  chair,  and  resumed  the  consideration 
of  the  bill  providing  for  the  payntent  of  Indian  an- 
nuities and  other  Indian  affairs. 

Mr.  DOWNING  read  an  extract  ftom  a  letter 
of  the  Governor  of  Florida,. setting  forth  that  the 
condition  of  that  Territory  was  worse  than  it  had 
been  at  any  period  during  die  war,  and  that  the  re- 
gtUar  troops  afforded  no  prelection  at  all. 

The  amendment  of  the  Senate  providing  for  the 
Seneca  treaty  was  non-concurred  in. 

Mr.  EVERETT  moved  to  non-concur  in  the 
section  repealing  the  second  section  of  the  act  of 
1830,  which  authorizes  the  President  to  exchange 
lands  owned  by  Indians  cast  of  the  Mississippi, 
who  wish  to  emigrate,  for  lands  west  of  the  Missis- 
sippi. 

Mr.  BELL  fully  concurred  in  the  amendment, 
which  would  have  the  effea  of  preventing  the 
mnltiplying  of  Indian  treaties,  and  put  an  end  to 
making  these  interminable  Indian  ueaties. 

Mr.  EVERETT  withdrew  his  objection,  though 
he  could  not  flatter  hiiAself  that  the  amendment 
would  arrest  the  evil 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to;  and  all  the 
amendments  of  the  Senate  having  been  acted  on, 

Mr.  W.  COOT  JOHNSON  moved  an  additional 
clause  to  auihoriae  the  Piesident  of  the  United 
States  to  accept  the  services  of  volunteers,  not  to 
exceed  five  thousaad  in  number,  for  Florida,  and 
that dollars  be  appropriated  therefor. 

The  CHAIR,  however,  ruled  the  amendment  out 
of  order,  on  the  ground  that  it  was  an  appropri** 
tioo  for  which  there  was  no  existing  law. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CAMBRELENG,  the  com- 
mittee then  rose  and  reported  the  above  bill  and 
amendments  to  the  House. 

The  report  of  the  committee  on  all  the  amend- 
ments was  concurred  in,  and  the  bill  sent  to  the  Se- 
nate for  concurrence. 

CUMBERLAND  ROAD. 

Mr.  RARIOEN  then  moved  that  the  House  go 
into  Committee  on  the  Union  on  the  Cumberland 
Road  bill;  upon  which  motion, 

Mr.  PETRININ  demanded  the  yeas  and  .nays; 
which,  beiag  ordered,  were  taken.. 

Before  the  vote  was  announced, 

Mr.  DAWSON  rose,  aod  called  the  attention  of 
the  House  to  the  fact  that 
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ed  who  were  not  in  .the  ci^.  Among  these  were 
MeMtrs.  Thomfsoit,  WoRTHiitGTON,  and  Mason  of 
Ohio;  all  of  whom  had  Irft  the  city,  and  all  voted 
in  the  tfffirmaiiM.  These  votes,  it  was  ascertained, 
if  counted,  woald  take  up  the  bill;  if  omitted,  the 
majority  woo  Id  be  in  the  negative. 

The  CHAIR  suggested  that  the  roll  be  called 
again,  and  the  difficulty  pal  an  end  to. 

Mr.  McKENNAN  objected  to  this. 

The  vote  was  then  annonnc^d;  ayes  74;  noes  77. 

So  the  Hoase  refnsed  to  go  into  committee  on 
the  bin. 

PRA  PATCH  ISLAND. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  RENCHER,  the  Hopse  took 
up  the  joint  resolation  from  the  Senate,  to  aatho- 
file  the  purehase  of  the  Pea  Patch  Island  in  the 
Delaware  river,  and  for  other  purposes,  which, 
having  been  read  twice,  wa»  committed,  and  Mr. 
R.  moved  that  the  Houae  go  into  Committee  on  the 
Unioa  thereon,  which  -was  agreed  to. 

Tho  House  acoordiogly  went  ittio  committee;  Mr. 
-HoWAKQ  in  the  Chair,  and  the  above  joint  reso- 
lution was  taken  up  and  discusaed  by  Messrs.  MIL- 
LIQAN  and  HARLAN,  when  the  latter  gentle- 
man moved  ao  to  amead  it,  as  to  substitute  the 
'"^President  of  the  United  States"  for  the  *  Secreta- 
ry of  War,"  and  to  limit  the  price  to  |50,000,  sub- 
ject to  the  a^roval  of  Congress. 

After  a  few  words  from  Mr.  KEMBLE,  the  first 
amendment  was  disagreed  to*~ayfi«  51,  noes  not 
counted. 

The  second  amendment  was  discussed  by  Messrs. 
HOFFMAN,  POPE,  MERCER,  NAYLOR,Mc- 
KAY,  GRAVES,  and  CDRTl^,  when 

Mr.  LEWIS  WILLIAMS  moved  to  limit  the 
sum  to  135,000. 

This  proposition  was  also  ^iisoussed  by  the 
mover  and  Messrs.  THOMAS,  HARRISON, 
KEMBCE,  PBTRIEIN,  aRAVBS,  OAMBRE- 
LENO,  and  BELL,  when  it  vas  rejected. 

Mr.  THOMAS  then  moved  to  strike  oat  |50,000 
and  lea v»  the  sum  indefinite,  subject  to  the  ratifica- 
tion or  approval  of  Congneas,  which  was  disagreed 
lo«-«ye6  45,  noes  not  counted. 

Mr.  HARLAN'S  ^amandmoit  was  then  agreed 
to,  without  a  divisiooT 

The  resolation  wsas  then  laid  aside  ta  be  reported. 
LAW  OP  PATENTS. 

The  committee  then  took  up  the  Senate  bill  enti- 
tled, '*An  act  in  addition  to  the  act  to  promote  the 
progress  of  the  useful  arts;**  but,  before  much  pro- 
gress was  made  in  it, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BELL,  the  committee  rose, 
and  reported  the  joint  resolution,  leaving  the  bill  in 
committee. 

The  House  concurred  in  the  amendment  to  the 
^^i«t  re^lution — ayes  83,  noes  not  counted. 

Mr.  McKAT  moved  a  Harther  amendment, 
which  WHS  aareed  to. 

Mr.  HARLAN  renewed  his  first  amendment^bat 
it  was  rejected  without  a  division. 

The  resoliiiion  was  then  ordered  to  a  third  read- 
ing, read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

On  the  questioix  of  going  into  committee  again 
on  the  hill  on  patents, 

Mr.  BOULDIN  moved  to  include  the  bill  pro- 
viding for  the  building  of  a  jail  in  the  District  of 
Columbia.     Agreed  to. 

Mr.  LEWIS  moved  the  Florida  occapation  bill. 
Rejected. 

Mr.  BELL  moved  the  bill  to  continue  the  Choc- 
taw, commission.    Rejected. 

The  House  then  went  into  committee*,  and  re- 
sumed the  consideration  of  the  bill  atnendatory  of 
the  law  origan izinit  the  Patent  Office. 

Mr.PETRIKIN  moved  to  strike  out  the  pro- 
vision tor  a  board  of  evaminers.    Rejected. 

Several  other  amendments  were  submitted  and 
rejected. 

Mr.  PETRIKIN  moved  to  strike  out  the  enact- 
ing clause;  and  upon  that  motion,  proceeded,  to 
state  his  objections  to  several  provisions  of  the 
bill,  then  withdrawing  the  mrition. 

The  bill  was  then  laid  asid  to  be  reportetl. 
JAIL  IN  WASHINGTON,  D.  C. 

The  committee  then  took  op  the  amendm^ts  of 
the  Benate  to  the  bill  providing  for  the  erection  of 
a  new  jail  in  ibe^ity  of  .Washington;  and  ^ey  be- 


ing agreed  to,  the  committee  rose  and  reported  the 
t«^  foregoing  bills  to  the  House. 

The  first  bill  was  ordered  to  a  liiM  reading, 
read  a  ihird  linie^  and  pa:ised. 

The  House  then  coLcurred  in  the  amendments  of 
the  Senate  to  the  bill  to  provide  fur  the  construction 
of  a  new  tail  in  the  city  of  Washington. 
SIXTH  CENSUS. 

The  House  concurred  in  the  amendments  of  the 
Senate-  to  the  bill  to  provide  for  taking  the  sixth 
census. 

ARMY  BILL.  . 

The  House  took  up  the  Seoate^s  amendments  to 
the  army  appropriation  bill,  and,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
CAMBRELENG,  concuri^  therein,  the  Houve 
receding  therefrom. 

INDIAN  BILL. 

The  amendDcat^  of  the  Senate  to  Ihii  bill  were 
taken  up.  The  House,  in  the  morning,  had  dis- 
agreed to  several  of  the  amendments^  but  insisted 
upon  one  of  them. 

On  motion  of  Mr,  CAMBRELENG,  the  Hou.<te 
now  receded  from  their  disagreement;  and  thus  the 
bill  was  finally  passed. 

Mr.  LEWIS  moved  that  the  House  go  into  com- 
mittee upon  several  bills  granting  right  of  way  to 
certain  railroad  companies. 

Mr.  BELL  moved  to  include  the  bill  to  continue 
the  Choctaw  commission;  which  Mr.'  Lewis  ac- 
cepted as  a  modification  of  his  motion,  which  was 
then  agreed  to  only  so  far  as  regards  the  Selma  and 
Tennessee  Railroad  Company; 

The  House  then  went  into  committee  on  various 
bills. 

The  bill  for  the  benefit  of  the  Selma  and  Ten- 
nessee Railroad  Company  [granting  them  Tight  of 
pre-emption  to  alternate  sections,  with  six  yean* 
credit]  was  taken  up,  when 

Mr.  LINCOLN  was  prooeeding  \»  oppose  it; 
when 

Mr.  CASEY  sug^sted  that  the  gentleman  move 
that  the  committee  rise;  for  if  this  bill  was  to  be  de- 
bated, nothing  more  could  be  done. 

Mr.  LINCOLN  accoidingly  made  the  motion, 
but  held  it  suspended  Tor  suggestionsj  and  then  re- 
newing it,  the  motion  prevailed. 

The  SPBAB!ER  having  resumed  the  chair, 

Mr.  GRAVES  moved  that  the  Tennetsee  land 
bill  be  taken  up. 

Qbleetions  i^am  made  all  over  the  Uonse,  and 
Mr.  Cr.  mowd  a  suspension  of  the  rule^. 

Mr.  LEWIS  WILLIAMS  demanded  the  yeas 
and  njtys;  which  being  ordered,  weca — yeaa  81, 
nays  49. 

So  the  rules  weie  not  suspended,  requiring  two- 
thirds. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  JOHNSON  of  Louisiana,  the 
bill  to  change  the  times  of  Jiolding  the  Federal 
courts  in  Louisiana  was  taken  out  of  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  brought  into  the  House,  and  put  en  its 
third  readintr. 

Mr.  HOFFMAN  moved  an  amendment  in  refe- 
rence to  the  courts  in  New  York,  which  was  agreed 
to. 

Mr.  BRONSON  moved  a  furdier  amendment, 
which  was  agreed  to. 

The  bill  was  then  passed* 

The  amendment  of  the  Senate  to  the  joint  reso- 
lution for  the  purchase  cf  Pea  Patch  i;sland  was 
o<  ocurred  in  by  the  House  leceding  from  so  much 
of  its  amendment  a«  the  Senate  divagri^  to-— ayes 
109,  noes  not  counted. 

Mr.  CUSHMAN  offered  the  usual  resolution  for 
a  joint  committee  to  wait  on  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  and  inform  him  that  the  two  Houses 
were  ready  to  adjourn. 

Mr.  WISE  said  he  .should  object,  for  the  Hooae 
had  not  completed  its  business. 

The  resolution  was  agreed  to  wUhout  a  divi- 
sion. 

Mr.  WISE  moved  to  go  into  Committee  on  the 
Union,  on  the  bill  to  increase  the  pay  of  the  sail- 
ing masters  of  the  navy.  (Cries  of  "No!"  **NoP' 
intermingled  with  others  of  '*Af reodl"  "J*  greed!") 

The  motion  was  disagreed  to. 

Mr.  WISE  asked  leave  to  submit  a  resolution  to 
pay  the  clerk  of  the  Select  Committee  on.  Defalca- 
tions certain  extra  compensailoii  for  his  services. 

Objection  being  made, 


Mr.  W.  moved  a  sui^nsion-  of  the  nile,tiul 
the  lellecs.haviiig  announced,  %y9s  .77,,  noes  45 
not  two-third<«,  .         .  ,  ' 

.  Mr.  WISE  called  for  the  jeas  ani  imys,  Ut 
the>  were  refused;  and  the  motioa  to  iti^Kpend  vu 
rejected  without  a  division. 

Mr^  B.  W.  MORRIS  asked  knra,  a»  a  mw^ 
fl/tha  CaauniMte  of  Anomints,  to  malm  astaiemeitt 
in  relation  to  this  matter;  but  tt  was  refosed.   *. 

On  macmi  of  Mr.  BBlQGSi  the  usaal  eiid€f  was 
adopted,  to  aend  a  message  to  the  Senate  iKMifjii^ 
dilt  body  that  the.  Hoaae,  having  oondatM  the 
buiinets  hefiwe  it,  was  ready  10  adjaarn. 

Several  resolutions  were  offered  agvato.gtte 
the  clerks,  oMssengwa,  stabla^kospec,  dMueztn 
par,  but  they  wen  ail  rejeoied. 

Mf.  HARLAN  moved  a  anspenskm  of  the 
rules,  to  caahla  him  to  submit  a  lesolutioa  that  the 
fleoittary  of  the  IVeasBiy  prepare  aatateneot  of 
the  defanilen  Hum  1889,  and  that  it  hi.. 


daring  the  bncm.  Mc  H..  asked  for  the.yeisind 
najM  on  his  OMMion^  wkiohy  heiag  ^osdemd,  wutr- 
yeas  64,  nays  as.- 

80  tfio  inies  wete  not.  aoapanded. 
MADiflON  PAPERS. 

The  House  concurred  in  the  resofmiM  M  the 
Senate  to  suspend  the  16th  and  ITih  joint  rtles  «f 
the  Rouse,  so  as  ta^iass  a  joint  resoiution  to  pM- 
vide  fbr  die  dbtrtbution,  in  part,  of  the  MadiMA 
papers. 

The  joint  resolution  was  soon  after  leceived,  ud, 
having  been  read  twice, 

Mr.  WISE  briefly  supported  it. 

Mr.  PETRIKIN  was  not  opposed  lb  the  rm>liif 
tion,  but  he  wontdt^ke  thatooeaaionio  mMTkthit 
the  charge  brought  by  Mr.  Bibll  against  the  Senak 
was  now  proven  to  be  unfounded'.  ' 

The  reaohition  wan  then  ^uc  on  its ihfad  realiBg, 
And  the  question  being  on  its  passage-^ 

Mr.  DSOMOOOLE  cnHed  for  the  yeas  and  luiii 
but  they  were  rtfiised,  and  the  resolmion  waspai- 
ed  wtthout  a  division. 

Mr.  CUSHMAN,  frmn  the  Joint  Commiitceip- 
pointed  to  wait  on  the  Prestdem  of  the  UeHtd 
Slates,  and  inform  him  that,  imleslia  bed  fortber 
eommtmicationa  to  make,  both  Bouaes  were  r^ 
to  close  the  present  session,  reported  thatttey  iMd 
performed  that  duty,  aad  were  informed  bjr  the 
Presideat  that  be  had  no  further  tommkhietfoD, 
but  he  wished  the  members  all  a  safe  liiriktp^ 
retwn'to  iheir  hoibea.  "■     '     ~  ^  ^ 

Mr.  CONNOR  then  iioved  thai  the  HoKni- 
joum  sine  ifs,  which  was  sgvted  to/    ' 

Mr.  ELMORE  of  South  Carolina  meted- the 
following  resolution: 

AMolwd,  That  the  thanks  of  this  Hesse  befR- 
sented  to  the  Hon.  Jia.  K.  Pouc.ferifae  ablvi«- 
panial,  and  dignified  manner  in  wUtt  ^i^*^ 
presided  over  its  deliberations,  and  petfonhed'Ae 
afdumis  and  important  dotiea  of  the'Ohak.   : 

Mr.  McKBNNAN  inqtured  oTtiie  Chair  whether 
this  could  be  received  at  tkih  iime  MhMad- 
pending  the  rules  of  the  House  for  that  paipM 

Mr.  ELMORE  susigested  thait  it  had  ^'W 
beei  etislomary  to  oljfer  a.  leaotution  of  tfakldsd 
as  an  act  of  courtesy^  and  it  was  never  objeDtein* 

Mr.  BELL  hoped  that  no  objettii^a  woalilibe 
made.  It  was  an  act  of,  courtesy  on  the  'P**^ 
he  House,  to  which  he  peesmned  Jtben  woafl  w 
no  objections  of  a  tBtknuai  dkofweter.  [ 

Mr.  McKENNAN  said  be  ^3iiM]ldaetpreftiUit 
inquiry  or  make  further  ofajeetioftk    •         -     '\ 

Mr.  CURTIS  renewed  tlse  jobjectlrni  .^ 
was  not  petition  day,  and  petiiioiia  covM  ud^-s^ 
presented  on  Icav^.  The  abort  time  ^ID*^ 
ought  to  be  devoted  to  the  pretsing  busiaess  alak 
country,  which  ought t»t  to  he  inteiTapie4*^ 
resolution  of  this  disortption,  which  wnuMi  ift' » 
probability,  lead  to  an  excited  debate.        v  '  ^ 

Mr.  ELMORE  quoted  firom  the  joiirast  ^  If?' 
dent  when  a  vote  of  thanks  had- been  pas«d  telf* 
Stevenson*  Thetiaestton  of  order  had  thea  ;fcg, 
raised  as  now;  the  Cnim  had-,  decided  ibemMit 
to  be  la  order,  an  appeal  wacf.talBen,Biidth(aftNli 
sustained  the  deeiaipa  or.the  Ct*m.bfBrfrmm 
95  to  40.  ..    .      ^  -'i! 

Mr.  PRBNTfSS  aahl  he  ^Bknddttot  ofagce^tiV 
offeiiogof  Ih/resokKiOBt  .bitt  .w^Micd  aor-tAMff 
amendiiBent  to  it. 


CONdRisSibN^AL  CLOSE. 
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Ur.  5L14QR&  reminiied  him  tbu  it  was  a  qyes- 
tioo  of  order,  and  that  no  iimendiiiieQt  coold  b«  of« 
hnA  tiii  Uiat  had  been  setHe^li  and  the  vesolatioik 
noeiTfd.   ^ 

Mr.  WISE  said  he  shoald  nerer  hare  raised  the 
^BiitiQQ  oC  ofier  himself,  hm  thoofhtit  was  irery 
^(Of^  ifaai  it.^oiUd  be  ndied  aad  considered;  and 
is  U  «w  now  np,  he  ahoQld  back  his  iricnd  from 
linr  Terk^Mft  Ovans]  in  his  objeotum.  This. 
WIS  a  reaDlQ|ionr<-aothing  raoce,axid  noUikic;  else-*- 
mditpame-QAJ^t  the  roles  which  goTenied  the 
pRfCBiatioii  o(  resQLQiioDs.  If  it  was  in  older,  it 
ooQjd  be  only  heeaose  the  rules  admiUed  its  pie- 
acat^lion,  or  becanse  the  House^  by  a  vote  of  two- 
Ihinis  sqapeiided  the  rale  for  a  time.  The  roles 
openstsF  forbade  iu  being  pcesented  ipre  on  a 
wniirplar  dusr,  and  the  roies  had  not  been  sos*. 
yoided. 

Mr.  CURTiS  said  that  to  avoid  delay  he  wooUi 
viUidmw  to  qaestf  on  ef  ordei^i  though  he  held  it  to 
.  be  a  falid  objection  onder  the  roles. 

Mr.  gl>MORR  said,  that  in  oieriag  this  rsaola- 
tioB  be  had  only  followed  oat  a  practice  oi  tho 
Hoose  which  had  prevajled  from,  the  beginning  of 
lbs  QoTemment.  Conrtesy  had  always  dictated  to 
fkb  nemb«is  of  the  House  to  accord  to  their  Speakv 
cr  ftat  meed  of  thanks  which  was  due  to  his  ser- 
viees.  He,  had  no  desire  to  wound  the  feslings  of 
Ujf  gentleman;  not  would  he  debate  the  propriety 
sf ibe  reeofotion  itself;  but  if  others  entered  into 
diic  qoesUon,  he  should  claim  an  equal  right  to  do 
so. 

Hr.  PRfiNTISS  said,  that  he  had  come  to  the 
Bflfese  prepared  to  expect  the  offering  of  such  a  re- 
M^tlim-  He  had  seen  indications  of  its  coming, 
iaif  be  had  come  prepared  also  to  offer  an  amend- 
neat  to  the  rcsolotion,  and  to  sustain  that  amend- 
BMBt,  which  he  should  do,  if  left  tosi|stain  it  alone. 
He  moved  to  amend  the  resolution,  by  striking 
fiom  it  tbe  word  "impartial.** 

Mr.  R  said,  he  was  unwilling,  at  this  hour, 
when  they  were  about  so  shortly  to  leave  that 
had],  to  alnide  to  anything  which  might  excite  an- 
pleisant  leminiscences.  He  considered  this  re- 
solution as  not  a  mere  matter  of  form.  It  had  been 
claimed  to  be  a  mere  act  of  parting  courtesy, 
osoal  at  the  termination  of  every  Congress;  if  It 
were  that,  and  nothing  more  than  that — if  it  were 
ibe  mere  touching  of  the  cap  or  extending  the  hand 
10  the  SrkAKKR  who  was  retiring  from  office — Mr. 
P.  wuuid  not  oppose  or  object  to  it.  He 
was  for  encouraging  the  coartesies  of  life,  and  they 
had  seen  qviie  CBOugh,  during  the  present  session, 
16  convince  them  of  the  necessity  of  doing  so;  but 
this  wasa  pecttfiar  case,  to  which  the  rules  of  mere 
amifeey  did  not  apply.  Mr.  P.  could  not  consent 
to  praise  ^he  Sfeaker  foir  having  been  impartial  in 
^hailiachafge  of  the  duties  of  the  chair,  simply  be- 
cause it  was  not  true  that  he  had  been  impartial. 
It  migtii  he  said  thai  this  was  a  very  small  matter— 
a  miotiiary  compliment  merely;  but,  as  every  gen- 
dOBM  knew,  in  politics,  a  very  small'  thipg  might 
heeoisie  a  Very  grt»t  thing;  a  mere  thread  might  be 
seia6d  upon,  and,  by  party  management,  might  be 
wmtA  at  last  into  a  cable,  by  which  to  lead  bodies 
iaimem,  and  to  cotttroltbe  Legislatures  of  States. 
ne  yireseat  resolution  wa«  one  which  presented 
Acuities  for  being  so  availed  of.  Mr.  P.  had  no 
ebjcetlott  te  mtering  a  coarteous  farewell  to  the 
fipKana  as  a  gentleman,  and  wishing  him  a  plea- 
flifti  Jaemey  home;  M  he  ^tlieved  iids  voU  of  thanks 
H htuted OS $o much poHticai captloi,  to  do pofUi*> 
t  iqien,  end  ftf ,  for  cnci  WM  not  disposed  fb 

U. 

Heaaid  that  the  Speaker  had  not  been  impartial: 

m  House  did  not  so  consider  him;  and  in  proof  of 

ft;  li- would  be  safficient  to  refer  to  the  Vote  of  the 

refusing  to  him,  on  (M  very  gf  ovnd,  the 

lent  of  the  members  of  an  Invest^ating 

Id  examine  into  the  defalcations  of  his 

iwiy.    And  though  the  debate  on  that  sub- 

jfeet  iMid  rasJhed  and  mged  through  the  House  like 
mm  vuMBhaiaed  tiger,  leaping  in  all  directions,  yet 
laom  -w^  a  point,  and  the  only  point,  from  which 
if ^liad  lilnper  defuirted;  here  it  had  fixed  its  fangs 
determined-  and  a  deadly  hold.  IVtiet  the 
wiih^ibai  appointment  the  Hoose  would 
*  '  7^  P*"  •  solemii  vote  that  the 
"Bisehaiged    his  .duties  *  in    an 


^'impartial"  manner,  it  would  be  to  declare 
a  lie.  IVIr.  P.  never  w^uld  vote  for 
sueh  a  declaration.  He  never  would  say  what  he 
did  not  belWtve,  nor  recor.l  ths  asscrtioQ  that  the 
Spkakkr  had  been  impartial  when  the  House  had 
recorded  its  own  vote  to  ihe  contrary .  Mr.  P.  had 
here,  in  his  pocket,  a  little  document  which  woiifd 
speak  very  intelligibly  as  to  this  Spcaker^  impar- 
tiality. He  well  kaew  what  this  resolution  of 
thanks  waa  worth,  under  existing  circumstances. 
He  should  speak  out  plainly  and  explicitly,  as  he 
was  wont  to  do.  He  knew  that  the  incumbent  of 
the  Cbair  was  flaying  a  political  game,  in  which 
the  smallest  amount  of -capital  was  useful  to  him* 
In  that  game  Mr.  P.  was  opposed  to  him;  and  he 
would  nut,  by  voting  for  this  resoltttiout  throw  it 
into  his  own  teeth.  He  would  not  send  that  gentle- 
man into  the  electioneering  field  with  this  certificate 
in  his  pocket.  He  would  not  certify  to  the  people  of 
the  United  States  a  positive  lie,  which  was  to  be  used 
against  himself  and  others  with  whom  he  acted. 
He  would  say  to  the  whole  country,  that  in  the 
formatioa  of  the  committees  of  the  House— and 
what  act  was  of  deeper  importance — the  Speaker 
had  NOT  been  impartial.  Mr.  P.  would  not  be 
understood  as  saying  that  it  was  unusal  or  impro- 
per that  the  Speaker  of  that  Honse,  in  appointing 
its  standing  and  other  committees,  should  place 
upon  them  a  majority  of  tbo%  who  corresponded 
with  him  in  political  sentiment;  of  this  he  did  not 
complain.  But  he  believed  there  was 'not  a  legis- 
lative body  upon  the  globe  where,  political  parties 
being  so  nearly  balanced,  the  disparity  of  those 
parties  in  the  committees  of  that  body  was  so 
enormous*  Mr.  P»  would  deal  in  no  loose  or 
geneial  assertions  on  this  subject;  be  would  put  his 
finger  upon  the  facts;  facts  which,  if  the  gentleman 
fnm  S  tuih  Carolina  [Mr.  Elmork]  was  able  to 
swallow,  hiH  powers  of  deglutition  must  be  very 
different  from  those  of  Mr.  P. 

To  begin  with  the  Committee  on  Foreign  A.f- 
fairs.  How  stood  parties  there?  There  were  six 
Administration  men  to  three  of  the  Opposition. 
.Was  this-^Mr.  P.  pot  it  to  gentlejieo — was  this  a 
fair  representation  of  the  balance  of  parties  in  the 
House  itself?  Then  there  was  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means;  every  one  admitted  its  impor- 
tance, as  standing  at  the  head  of  the  finances;  and 
how  was  it  constUuiedl  Here,  again,  it  was  six  to 
three.  Bat  what  was  the  constitution  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Elections?  Every  body  kaew  that  a  place 
on  that  committee  had  been  no  sinecure,  this  Gon- 
gresr,  so  far  from  it,  the  acta  and  reports  of  that 
committee  had  shaken  the  piHars  of  this  Oovero- 
aeot,  as  the  blind  Sampson  shook,  the  pillars  of 
Dagon^  temple;  if  they  had  not  been  absolutely 
thrown  down,  they  had  at  least  been  shaken  to 
their  foundation.  It  was  a  committee  in  which, 
of  all  others,  the  striciest  impartiality  was 
demanded;  for  there  it  was  that  the  demon  of  patty 
was  moft  likely  to  rear  its  hydra  head.  Aod  how 
did  this  cnmmiitee — a  committee  of  judges-— how 
did  it  stand?  Sbven  to  two.  Yes,  seven  te  two; 
thai  was  this  Spsakbr^  ^'impartiality.*'  Well, 
how  stood  the  case  with  the  Judiciary  Committee? 
Here,  again,  it  was  seven  to  two,  if  the  distin- 
guished gentleman  from  Virginia  was  to  be  ranked 
with  the  Administration;  but  as  a  change  had  taken 
pipce  since,  the  constitution  of  the  committee,  it 
stood,  on  the  most  favorable  statement,  six  to  three. 
Here,  then,  under  the  action  of  this  most  impartial 
SpKARaa,  the  foo rf  most  important  conunitiees  of  the 
House  were  so  constituted  as  to  give  the  Adminis- 
tration parly,  as  its  very  smallest  majority,  |io«  (o 
one;  and  the  most  important  of  them  all,  in  a  poli- 
tical point  of  view,  had  seven  on  the  one  side,  and 
but  two  on  ihe  other! 

Mr.  P.  did  not  mean  to  be  understood  as  deroga- 
ting, in  the  slightest  degree,  from  the  character,  or 
reflecting  on  the  conduct,  of  the  members  of  the5e 
committees— far  from  it.  They  acted,  no  doubt, 
according  to  their  own  views  of  public  duty.  He 
spoke  only  of  the  balance  of  political  po^er  ib 
those  committees  collectively.  But  how  .^tood  mat- 
ters in  \hose  committctrs,  which  exerted  no  party  or 
political  influence?  Oh !  there  he  found  quiie  a 
different  state  of  things.  The  Committee  of  Manii<- 
facitires  contained  eight  Whigs  to  one  AdministraK 
tion  man.     Now,  if  their  dety  had  been  to  manu- 


facture politics,  did  any  man^  believe  that  such  a 
proportion  would  have  been  observed?  Oh,  no, 
the  balanoe  would  have  been  far  daffereot.  Then 
there  came  the  Commiuee  on  Roads  and 
Cenals-*a  committee,  which,  however  usefu- 
or  important,  exerted  no  political  influl 
eooe;  and  it  containtd  seven  Whigs.  Here 
the  proportion  was  esven  to  two.  6o  in  the  Com** 
mittee  on  Revisal  and  Unfinished  Business,  seven 
to  two.  In  the  little  Committees  on  Expenditures 
in  the  various  Departments,  it  wassiill  Jarger;  some 
of  these  were  all  Whigs,  ^ow  (did  not  this  show 
design?  Was  there  not  a  reason  for  so  great  a 
contrast?  Itahowed  a  deliberately  adopted  princi- 
ple of  action,  followed  out  through  the  whole  se- 
lection; and  this  by  a  SpEAKsa  on  whose  own  ^lee^ 
tion  to  the  chair,  the  House  had  been  so  equally  di- 
vided, that  his  election  had  been  carried  by  thfyrtth 
votes  only  out  of  two  hundred  aiid  forty-seven  I 
After  this,  could  Mr.  P.  vote  to  declare  that  this 
oflieer  had  been  ^'impartial**  in  exercising 
his  great  and  most  responsible  power?  This 
was  .  in  the  appointment  of  committees;  and 
then,  as-  to  other  cases,  where  the  House 
had  been  equally  divided^  and  the  easting 
vote  of  the  Chair  decided  the  question  one  way 
or  the  other,  would  any  gentleman  point  him  to 
a  single  insmnce,  whether  of  greater  or  of  minor 
importance— whether  the  decision  swept  away  ibe 
whole  political  rights  of  a  State,  or  recognised  the 
official  claims  of 'the  Qlobe  newspaper,  or  settled 
the  smallest  qaestkm,  where  the  vote  had  not 
invariably  been  given  in  one  direction? 

Mr.  P.  dki  not  deny  the  capacity  of  the  8pcak- 
ca,  his  despatch  ot  business,  or  his  lull  and  tho- 
rough knowledge  of  parliamentary  law.«whe  con- 
ceded all  thi&-«but  it  was  the  facts  he  had  jo&t 
qaotedon  which  Mr.  P.  took  his  stand,  and  de* 
nied,  utterly,  the  "impaitiality*'  of  the  Ciuia.  And 
he  never  would,  out  of  mere  courtesy,  eodon«  a 
tool  of  the  Executive,  or  a  tool  of  the  party. 

A  more  perfectly  party  Speaker,  one  who  would 
be  more  disposed  to  bend  the  rules  of  the  House 
to  meet  the  purposes  of  his  own  side  in  politics, 
never  had  pressed  the  sod  and  ample  cushions  of 
that  gorgeous  ch^tir.  To  say  that  he  had  been 
impartial  in  the  duties  of  his  high  office,  would  be 
but  flatt^;  it  weuki  be  certifying  to  what  was 
not  true;  and  Mr.  P.  had  too  often  seen  the  ef» 
fects  of  certificates,  not  to  be  cautious  ho4r  he  gave 
tbeoD.  He  was  willing  to  make  the  SpxAKvaa 
courteous  parting  bow;  but  he  would  noi  consent 
to  let  him  sit  there  and  do  all  his.party.work,  and 
then  march  out  with  the  honors  of  war.  Tne  du- 
ties of  the  Chair  were  too  important  for  this.  Toe 
The  presidiikg  ofiicer  of  that  House  cut  out,  in 
effect,  ail  the  boiiiness  of  the  House.  It  wan 
he  who  placed  before  it  all  the  jnfUerial  for 
its  actiea;  and  decided  who  should  work  it 
up»  Through  the  standing  committees  of  that 
House,  his  power  extended  Ui  the  utmost  bounds  of 
the  nation.  Ir  was,  in  some  respects,  beyond  ibat 
of  the  President  himself.  Such  an  officer  ought 
not  to  be  the  high  priest  of  party — that  Moloch 
before  whose  altars  were  daily  immolated  the 
dearest  rights  of  this  Republic.  The  present 
SpKAaxR  tssf,  OS  the  Uouu  tee^  ibiete,  «  eondido/e  ot 
thii  tinu  Jot  the  Chief  Magiatraey  ofhU  own  State; 
emd  in  the  eeneaw  iJhsrs,  tmd  thriwgiiout  all  the  West, 
thie  note  wea^  be  referred  to.  ae  an  undeniable  yroaf 
thot  he  had  exercind  the  ntmoat  imparluJUj^  while  im 
thai  Chairs  and  yet  the  Bauee  itse{fhad  utterly  nfused 
to  truet  him.  When  that  damning  faU  thould  he 
brought  by  hie  opponente,  what  more  woMkld  he  have  to 
do,  ahaald  thie  reeolve  pate,  than  to  tear  from  the 
reeards  of  tfu  House  the  leaf  which  contained  U, 
and  holding  it  up  to  the  tun,  pronounce  all  these 
representations  to  be  unfounded  calumnies?  AQ 
those  gentlemen  who  did  conscientiously  believe 
the  SpBAKXR  had  been  impartial,  would  of  course 
vote  for  the  resolution;  but  Mr.  P.  called  upoa  all 
who  did  not,  and  could  not  in  their  hearts  believe 
5o,  but  who  did  believe  that,  with  stro:  g  haod^  he 
had  wielded  his  power  for  ihe  purposes  of  a  party, 
to  vote  against  it.  Le;  those  wht)  knew  the  resolu- 
tion to  be  untrue,  say  so  by  their  acts.  ^  For  o^.e,  if 
Mr.  P.  hadeverieen'the  poised  needle  turn  a  ad 
point  with  still  prevailing  attraction  toward  the 
pole,  be  had  secti  thatSPBAxxa  turtiwidi  equal  con- 
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stancy  toward  the  imereits  of  bis  party.  GtentJc- 
jnen  might  raise  the  noteg  of  their  U  Deum  Iwdamm 
aa  high  as  they  pleased;  but  be  called  upon  all  those 
whose  free  seDtimeats  had  beea  crashed  on  that 
floor  by  the  weight  of  his  official  trooeheon,  to  let 
the  world  see  that  they  would  not  gi>e  the  lie  to 
tfiose  sentiments  of  indignation  which  bad  often 
been  forced  from  their  lips  under  the  smart  of  op- 
prtasion.  Lei  thim  not  gtvf  iMt  imgtMrrfed,  nteep- 
{iV  eert\/ieafe  ^g0od  behmriow^  UM  tht  election  of 
the  Oottmor  </  Ttnneseee.  Thus  to  vote  a  public 
lie,  was  to  aet  a  bad  and  pernicious  example,  parti- 
cularly in  a  free  Republic. 

Mr.  P.  concluded  by  moring  as  bis  amendmeat 
to  the  resolution,  to  strike  out  the  word  **  impar- 
tially.'* 

Mr.  GRAY  said  he  did  not  rise  for  the  purpose 
of  discussing  the  resolution,  but  for  the  purpose,  if 
the  House  should  agree  with  him,  of  havine  im- 
mediate action  upon  it,  that  the  House  might  pro- 
ceed as  speedily  as  po6^ible  to  other  business.  He 
said  it  was  his  intention  to  move  the  preriousqueo- 
tion;  but  before  he  made  that  motion  he  wonld 
make  a  brief  reply  to  the  gentleman  ftt>m  Missis- 
sippi, [Mr.  Prentiss,]  who  had  not  objected  to  the 
resolution  on  the  ground  that  the  Bpeakbr  had  not 
with  ability  and  impartiality  presided  oyer  the  de- 
liberatiouB  of  the  House;  but,  on  the  contrary,  the 
gentleman  conceded  that  the  Speaker  had,  with 
ability  and  impartiality,  decided  all  questions  which 
by  the  rules  and  parliamentary  law  of  the  House  it 
had  been  his  duty  to  decide.  The  whole  ground  of 
objection  was,  that  the  Speaker  had  appointed  a 
majority  of  his  political  friends  on  the  leading  and 
most  important  committees  of  the  House;  and 
hence  the  Speaker  had  not  been  impartial.  The 
gentleman  said,  strike  out  the  word  **imparti«l," 
and  he  would  vote  for  the  resolution. 

Was  it  not  the  duty  of  the  Speaker  to  appointcom- 
mittecs  as  the  House  wonld  have  done?  Can  any  one 
doubt  that  the  House  would,  by  ballot,  hare  elected 
committees  precisely,  or,  at  least,  substantially,  as 
the  Speaker  appointed  them?  Coald  an  instance  be 
given  in  which  a  committee  had  been  elected  that 
the  majoiity  of  the  House  had  not  placed  a  distinct 
majority  ol  their  political  friends  upon  the  com- 
mittrel  There  is  a  case  tco  recent  to  be  forgotten 
by  the  House—the  Swartwont  committee.  A  ma- 
jority t)f  the  House  are  opposed  to  the  Independent 
Treasury,  and  Apposed,  perhaps,  that  if  they  could 
haye  a  committee  of  opponents  of  that  measure, 
tiiat  arguments  might  be  found  against  the  mea- 
sure; and  what  was  the  result?  The  committee 
was  six  and  three — two  to  one  againsrthe  Adminis- 
tration. 

The  resolution  offered  is  not  novel;  it  has  been 
^customary  here,  and  is  customary  in  all  the  Stale 
Legislatuies.  One  wab  passed  complimentary  to 
Mr.  Stevenson  at  the  expiration  of  his  term  of  serir 
vice.  He  pursued  the  same  course  as  the  present 
BpEAXEB  in  the  appointment  of  committees,  and 
more  recently,  at  the  expiration  of  tbe  term  of  the 
gentleman  from  Tennessee,  [Mr.  Bell,]  a  resolu- 
tion, in  nearly  if  not  the  precise  language  with  the 
one  an  Jer  consideration,  was  passed.  The  gentle- 
man from  Tennessee,  [Mr.  Bell,]  who  was  then 
-  te  favor  of  the  Administration,  followed  the  ex- 
ample of  Mr,  Stevenson  in  the  appointment  o 
committees. 

Mr.  G.  said  he  had  befbre  htm  (he  journals,  and 
would  read  the  appointment  of  committees  made 
by  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee,  [Mr.  Bell,]  if 
any  one  desired  it.  The  present  Speaker  has  done 
the  same,  nothing  more;  and  less  he  cenld  not  do, 
onless  he  entirely  disregarded  the  will  of  the  ma- 
jority. 

Mr.  G.  said  bis  colleague  [Mr.  Cvvns]  had 
jraised  a  question  of  order  upon  the  introducuon  of 
the  resolution,  and  as  he.supposed  his  object  was 
to  defeat  the  resolution  by  preventing  its  conside- 
ration, Mr.  G.^aid  he  would  refer  to  an  example 
in  tbe  New  York  Legislature,  which  his  colleague 
would  recollect.  In  1838,  the  present  Lieutenant 
Governor  of  that  State  was  Speaker  of  the  Assem- 
bly. During  the  session  party  spirit  ran  high;  fre- 
quent collisions  took  place  between  the  minority  of 
the  House  and  the  Speaker;  many  appeals  were  taken 
from  the  Speaker's  decision,  and.  much  asperity 
was  fXhibitcd  in  debate;  and  yet,  at  tbe  close  of 


the  session,  the  minority  joined  in  an  expression  of 
thanks  to  the  Speaker.  A  distinguished  individual 
of  that  minority,  formerly  a  member  of  this  House, 
[Mr.  Mank,]  as  is  usual  on  (>uch  occasions,  rose 
above  the  party  excitement  that  had  prevailed,  and 
made  a  speech  highly  complimentary  of  the 
Speaker;  it  was  doe  to  the  Speaker  and  the  honor 
of  the  State,  that  the  minority  should  thus  act, 
and  should  the  same  just  spirit  prevail  here  what 
iy  due  to  the  dignity  of  the  House,  to  the  Speaker, 
and  to  the  honor  of  the  nation  would  be  done. 

But  another  and  more  signiltcant  objection  is 
raised:  it  is,  that  the  adoption  of  this  resolution 
may  make  him  political  capital;  that  it  may  be 
used  in  the  Tennessee  eltction  '*upon  e?ery  stump 
in  the  Siate;**  hence  the  gentleman  from  Mississip- 
pi would  withhold  from  him  the  justice  wh*ch,  by 
parliamentary  custom,  is  due  to  him,  lest,  by 
doing  justice  to  him  now,  he  may  have  justice 
done  him  bereaAer  in  his  own  Slate.  Mr.  G.  said 
it  was  not  a  matter  that  ought  to  be  discussed;  the 
facts  in  the  case  were  upon  record,  and  known  to 
the  House;  the  propriety  of  the  resolution  was  self- 
evident;  and  if  gentlemen  wi5hed  to  make  a  party 
question  of  it,  and  show  the  country  that  they  car- 
ried party  feelings  to  an  unprecedented  and  unwar- 
rantable extent,  the  sooner  they  declare  it  the  bet- 
ter. 

Mr.  G.  then  mpved  the  previous  question. 

The  previous  question  having  been  moved  upon 
the  resolution,  it  was  sec«)nded;  and  upon  the  mo- 
lion  shall  the  main  question  be  put,  which  was 
upon  the  adoption  of  the  resolution,  it  was  decided 
in  the  affirmative  by  the  following  vote: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Anderson,  Andrews,  Alherton, 
Banks,  Beatty,  Bicknell,  Birdsall,  Bouldin,  Brod- 
head,  Bronson,  Buchanan,  Bynum,  Cambrrleng, 
John  Campbell,  Casey,  Chaney,  Chapman,  Cole  , 
Connor,  Crary,  Cushman,  Dawson,  Davee,  De- 
berry,  De  Graflf,  Diomgoole,  Elmore,  Farrington, 
Fry,  Gallup,  Grant,  Gray,  Griffin,  Haley,  Ham- 
mond, Harrison,  Hawkins,  William  H.  Hunter, 
Ingham,  Thomas  B.  Jackson,  Joseph  Johnson, 
NaUianiel  Jones,  John  W.  Jones,  Eeim,  Kemble, 
Klfngensmith,  Leadbetter,  Lewis,  Logan,  Loomis, 
Lyon,  James  M.  Mason,  Martin,  McKay,  Robert 
McClelian,  Abraham  McC'elian,  McClure,  MilJer, 
Montgomery,  Moore,  Morgan,  Samuel  W.  Morris, 
Murray,  Noble,  Owens,  Paiker,  Parmenter,  Parris, 
Payuter,  Petriirin,  Pickens,  Plumer,  Prait,  John 
n.  Prentiss,  Putnam,  Reily,  Rives,  Sheffer, 
Spencer,  Sweartngen,  Taylor,  Thomas,  Titus, 
Tottcey,  Towns,  Torney,  Vail,  Wagener,  Webster, 
Glared  W.  Williams,  Worthington,  and  Yell— 93. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Adams,  John  W.  Allen,  Ay- 
crigg,  Bell,  Bond,  Borden,  Briggs,  John  Calhoon, 
William  B.  Campbell,  Carter,  Chambers,  Cheat- 
bam,  Childs,  Clark,  Corwin,  Crabb,  Cranston, 
Crockett,  Curtis,  Darlington,  '  Dennis,  Dunn, 
Evaus,  Ewing,  Fillmore,  Rice  Garland,  Goode, 
William  Graham,  Graves,  Grennell,  Hall,  Hal- 
sted,  Hastings,  Herod,  Hopkins,  William  Cost 
Johnson,  Kennedy,  Mallory,  Maury,  McKennan, 
Menefee,  Mercer,  Milligan,  Calvary  Morris, 
Naylor,  Ogle,  Pearce,  Peck,  Pope,  Pdtts,  Sergeant 
S.  Prentiss,  Rariden,  Randolj  h.  Reed,  Rencher, 
Ridgway,  Robertson,  Robinson,  Russell,  Augustine 
H.  Shcpperd,  Shields,  Sibley,  Stanly,  Stratton, 
Taliaferro,  Tlllinghast,  John  White,  Lewis  Wil- 
liams, Joseph  L.  Williams,  Christopher  H.  Wil- 
liams, Wise,  Word,  and  Yorke — 75. 

Tbe  question  then  recurred  upon  the  adoption  of 
the  resolution,  which  was  uken  on  yeas  and  nays, 
and  passed  by  the  following  vote: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Anderson,  Andrews,  Atherton, 
Banks,  Beatty,  Beirne,  Bicknell,  B.rdsall,  Bouldin, 
Briggs,  Brodbcad,  Bronson,  Buchanan,  Bynum, 
Cambreleng,  John  Campbell,  Casey,  Chaney, 
Chapman,  Coles,  Connor,  Crary,  Cushmad,  Daw- 
son, Davec,  Elmore,  Parrinaton,  Fry,  Gallop, 
James  Garland,  Grant,  Gray,  Griffin,  Haley,  Ham- 
mond, Hamer,  Harrison,  Hawkins,  Flo  ward,  Wm. 
H.  Hunter,  Ingham,  Thomas;  B.  Jackson,  Joseph 
Johnson,  Nathaniel  Jones,  John  W.  Jones,  Keim, 
Kemble,  Klingensmith,  Leadbetter,  Lewis,  Loean, 
Loomis,  Lyon,  J.  M.  Mason,  Martin,  McKay, 
Robert  McClelian,  Abraham  McClelian,  McCIurt, 
Miller,  Montgomery,  Moore,  Morgan,  Samuel  W. 
Morris,  Mumy,  Noble,  Parker,  Paimenter,  Farris, 


Payuter,  Pcinkin,  Pickens,  Plumer,  Prait,  JobnH 
Prrniiss,  Putnam,  Reily,  Rives,  Sheffi^,  Spenar' 
Swearingen,  Taylor,  Thomas,  Titus,  •  Timce/ 
Towns,  Tumey,  Vail,  Wagener,  Webster,  Wbh* 
tlesey,Jared  W.Williams,  Worthington  and  YeD- 
94. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Adams,  John  W.  Allen,  Ay- 
crigg.  Bell,  Bond,  Wm.  B.  Calhoun,  John  Calhoon, 
Wm.  B.  Campbell,  Carter,  Chambers,  Cheaihtm, 
Childs,  Clark,  Corwin,  Crabb,  Cranston,  Crockett, 
Curtis,  Darlington,  Dunn,  Evans,  Ewin,,,  Rice 
Garland,  Goode,  Wm.  Graham,  Graves,  Oreimefl, 
Halsted,  Herod,  Wm.  C.  Johnson,  Kennedy,  Sibi- 
son  Mason,  MeKenaan,  Menef^,  Mercer,  Ctlra^ 
Morris,  Nayter,  Ogle,  Peck,  Pope,  Stigeam  8. 
Prentiss,  R^riden,  Randolph,  Reed,  Ridgway,  Ro- 
bertson,  Russell,  Saltonstall,  Augustine  H.  Sbep- 
perd,  Sibley,  Stanly,  Stratton,  John  White,  Lewit 
Williams,  Christopher  H.  Williams,  Wise  and 
Word— 57. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  CONNOR  diat  the 
House  adjourn  without  day,  when 

The  SPEAKER  rose  and  a;ddre88ed  the  Hoase  u 
follows: 

GenXUmen  of  the  Howe  ofRtpretenieHoet. 

In  taking  leave  of  this  body,  in  ail  probability 
for  ever,  emotions  are  excited  which  no  langiM^e 
can  adequately  convey.    When  I  look  baek  to  tbe 
period  when  I  first  took  my  seat  in  this  House,  and 
then  lowk  around  me  for  those  who  were  ai  that 
time  my  associates  here,  I  find  but  few,  very  few, 
remaining.    But  &vt   members    who  were  here 
with  me  fourteen  years  ago,  eontinoe  to  be  nwn- 
bers  of  this  body.    My  service  here  has  been  coa- 
stant  and  laborious.    1  can,  perhaps,  say  what  bvt 
few  others,  if  any,  can— that  I  have  not  faikd  to 
attend  the  dally  sittings  of  this  House  a  single  day 
since  I  have  been  a  member  of  it,  save  on  a  single 
occasion,  when  prevented  for  a  short  time  by  ii« 
disposition.    In  my  intercotuae  with  tbe  mtmbeD 
of  this  body,  when  I  occupied  a  place  upon  the 
floor,  though  occasionally  engaged  in  debates  tipoa 
interesting  public  questions,  and  of  an  ezdiisg 
character,  it  is  a  source  of  tinmingled  gratificstioa 
to  me  to  recur  to  the  fact,  that  on  no  occasion  was 
there  the  slightest  personal  or  unpleasant  ooUistoa 
with  any  of  its  members.    Maintaining,  and  i^^ 
times  expressing,  my  own  opinions  firmly,  the 
same  right  was  fully  conceded  to  others.    Onr  dif- 
cussions  were  at  that  time  conducted  with  that 
courtesy  and  decorum,  and  respect  for  the  opiaioo 
of  others,  which  ought  ever  to  prf  vail  in  a  aelibe- 
r'aiive  assembly.    For  four  years  past  the  stauoa  I 
have  occupied,  and  a  sense  of  propriety,  in  the 
divided  and  unusually  excited  atata  of  poUio 
opinion  and  feeling,  which  has  existed  both  in 
this  House  and  in  the  coantry^  have  preclodtd 
me  from   participating  in    your  debates.   Odier 
duties  were  assigned  me. 

The  high  office  of  Speaker,  to  which  it  h9is  bceif 
twice  the  pleasure  of  this  Hoose  to  elevate  me,  h$ 
been  at  all  times  one  of  labor  and  high  refpopsi- 
bility.  Its  difficult,  and  often  delicate,  duties  ban 
l>een  fully  appreciated  and  freely  expre»ed  ^  Ail 
my  predecessors.  They  have  all  borne  tcstimOBf 
to  the  difficulty,  nay,  impossibility,  of  dischaigiv 
its  duties  with  entire  satisfaction  to  all,  espedally 
in  seasons  of  high  political  or  party  excitsneni* 
Whilst  they  have  borne  this  testimony^  1  think  I 
may  truly  affirm  that  none  of  them.  Etave  hsd  * 
severer  ordeal  to  pass  than  has  fallen  to  niy  lot 
Frequent  have  been  the  occasions  when,  biit  ibr 
the  indulgent  and  liberal  supiwrt  at  all  tiattg^ 
to  me  by  this  House,  I  shonld  have  been  ansril 
unable  to  preserve  that  order  and  deoomm  which 
should  ever  attend  the  deliberations  of  the  ic- 
presentatives  of  the  people.  It  has  been  msdi 
my  duty  to  decide  more  questions  of  parliaaien^ 
tary  law  and  of  order,  many  of  them  of  % 
complex  and  difficult  character,  arising  eta 
in  the  midst  of  high  exeiteoien^  in  the  eooiM 
of  our  proceedings,  then  had  been  decided,  it  ii 
believed,  by  all  my  predecessors,  from  the  fooa* 
dation  of  this  Government.  This  House  hfs  tti* 
formly  sustained  me,  without  disUnttion  ef  die 
political  parties  of  which  it  has  been  oompoiii 
Out  ircords  will  show,  that  apon  ihe  nnmenHft^ 
peals  whicl^have  been  tak^  to  the  I{Qa$e»i  bjile 
Wn  sustained  by  ^th  poUtmi  puti9%  aad.^ 
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bj  decided  and  laife  migorilies.  Thoc^h  doabt- 
iisl  m^J  olten  have  fallen  inlo  error  ia  proonpUy 
deeidiog  Dorel  qaentoas,  soddealv  caised,  I  trust 
ii  vas  aot  on  points  material,  and  I  know  it  was 
oerer  intended.  I  retara  to  this  Hmue  my  thanks 
for  their  constant  sapport  in  the  discbarge  of  the 
sftlQoos  and  dilBcalt  dmies  I  have  had  to  perform. 

Boi,  genllemeo,  my  acknowledgments  are  esp^- 
daliy  dae  to  the  majority  of  this  Uouss  (or  the 
Ugh  and  ftatteriag^videnee  they  have  given  me 
of  tbeir  approbation  of  my  conduct  as  the  presiding 
officer  of  the  House,  by  the  resolution  yon  have 
been  pleased  to  pass.  I  vegard  this  as  the  high* 
est  aad  most  valued  testimonial  I  have  ever  re- 
ceived from  this  House,  because  I  know  that  the 
circainstancaa  under  which  it  has  passed  has  made 
it  matter  of  substane«,  and  not  of  mere  form.  I 
Rgard  it  as  of  infinitely  more  value  than  if  it  had 
becD  the  common  jnatter-of -course  and  customary 
Rsniatton,  which,  in  tne  courtesy  usually  prevail* 
iag  between  the  prsstdiog  officer  and  the  niembers 
of  aojr  deliberative  assembly,  is  alwa  assed  at 
ihe  elm  of  their  deliberations.  That  is  unmean- 
ing— is  indiscriminately  conferred— is  a  mere  act 
ofeosrtesy,  and  possesses,  comparatrvely,  but  lit- 
tle vakie.  I  return  to  the  majority  of  this  Houiie, 
,  ^lat  I  siBcevely  ieel,  my  grateful  thanks  for  this 
'  ^^  evidence  of  their  approbation  and  regard, 
jriren,  as  it  has  been,  at  a  time  of  high  party  ex- 
ciieoient,  wUeh,  m  the  aecomplisfament  of  party 
Aid  political  objects,  but  too  often  disregards  all 
oihtr  coBsideraiioos.  I  shall  bear  it  in  grateful  re- 
Bembrance  to  the  bttest  hour  of  my  life. 

I  trosi  this  high  office  may  in  future  times  be 
filled,  as  doubtless  it  wilt  m,  by  abler  men.  It 
cannot,  I  know,  be  filled  by  any  one  who  will 
devote  himself  with  more  zeal  and  untiring  in- 
dustry to-  do  his  whole  duty  than  I  have  done. 

We  are  now  aboot  to  separaie,  many  of  us  ne- 
ver again  to  meet.  I  wish  you,  gentlemen,  a  safe 
leimi  to  your  families  and  fn^9*,  and  whatever 
onr respective  future  destinies  maybe,  my  pray«t 
w  a  beneficent  and  overruling  Providence  is,  that 
cor  future  lives  may  be  useful  and  happv* 

The  SPEAKER  then  announced  that  the  House 
stood  adjoamed  without  day. 
^  llie  Houses  at  two  o^slock,  a.  m.  adjourned 
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FarAe  tiMsrf  i/  GeMmmenl/sr  the  year  1839. 

H.  R.  801. 

Fat  fay  and  mileage  of  members  of 
Congiess  anddekgatea     -  -|370,d44  00 

Fmr'lHiy  of  officers  and  clerks  of  the 
Senate  and  House  of  Repre8eiita< 
livea 

fbr  aiaticnery,.fuel,  printing,  and  all 
other  ineidenial  and  contingent  ex- 
penees  of  the  Senate 

WW  siatiiMieiy,  fhel,  printing,  and  all 
o&erkicideiital  and  contingent  ex- 
peaaes  ol  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives -  - 

H.  R.  981. 

For  conineiisation  to  the  President  and 
▼Ice  President  of  the  Uiuted  States, 
the  Seoretary  of  Stale,  the  Sceretaiy 
of  Use  Treasury,  the  Secretary  of 
War,  the  SecKUry  of  the  liavy, 
and  die  Postmaster  General 

Fot  salstfy  of  the  Setretaiy  to  sign  pa- 
tents ifor  public  lands  per  act  of 
MarchS,1833       - 
For  clerks  and  messengers  in  the  of- 
ftee  of  the  Secretary  of  State 

SljT  Ibe  contineent  expenses  of  th€De- 
parisent  of  State,  including  pub- 
Ihdaiiig  and  distributing  the  laws    •     S5,000  00 
Fpr  compiling  and  pnndng  the  Bien- 

liial  ll^^er 
For  tfie  superintendent  and  watchmen 

of  the  northeast  executive  bnlMing       1,500  00 
For  csontingeat  expenses  of  said  bnil- 
diD^y  nel«dii|f  fuei,  labor,  oli,  and 
fwpuit    -  --         - 
For   conpaiNatio&  to  the  derfcs  and 


60,000  00 


1,500  00 
90,300  00 


1,800  00 


3,S90^00 


124^50  00 

3,000  00 

15,900  00 

3,000  00 

17,900  00 

3,000  00 

27,250  00 

2,400  00 

2,400  00 

3,000  00 

messengers  in  the  office  of  the  Se- 
cretary of  the  Treasury      ,-  -     16,450  00 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  in  said 
office,  per  act  of  23d  Jooe,  1836    -       3,600  00 

For  compensation  to  the  First  Comp- 
troller of  the  Treasury        -  -       3,500  00 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  and 
mcaseogers  in  the  office  of  the  First 
Comptroller  ...  .     19,300  00 

For  compensation  to  the  Second 
Comptroller  -  •  •       3,000  00 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  and 
messeiiger  in  the  office  of  the  Se- 
cond Comptroller,  including  the 
compensation  of  two  clerks  trans- 
ferred from  the  office  of  the  Fourth 
Aaditor  -  -  -      - 

Forcompen  ation  to  the  First  Auditor 
of  (he  Treasury      -  -  - 

For  compenssation  to  the  clerks  and 
messenger  in  the  office  of  the  First 
Auditor      .... 

For  compensation  to  the  Second  Au« 
ditor  of  the  Treasury 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  and 
messenger  in  the  office  of  the  Second 
Auditor      .... 

For  compensation  to  the  Third  Audi- 
tor- 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  and 
mes&engers.in  the  office  of  the  Third 
Auditor      .... 

For  tbree  additional  clerks,  under  the 
act  of  the  20ih  April,  1818,  to  ena- 
ble the  Third  Aaditor  to  execute 
the  act  of  6th  April,  1838   - 

For  compensation  to  two  addiiiooal 
cleirks,  employed  under  the  act  of 
the  18ih  January,  1837,  for  the  pay- 
ment of  horses  and  other  property 
lost  or  destroyed    .  .  - 

For  compensation  to  the  Fourth  Aur 
ditor  .... 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  and 
messenger  in  the  office  of  the  Fourth 
Auditor     ....     15,950  00 

For  an  additional  clerk  in  the  same,. to 
carry  into  eifect  ihe  act  of  the  3d  of 
March ^  1837,  for  the  more  equitable 
administration  of  the  pension  fund        1,000  00 

For  compensation  to  the  Fifth  Auditor       3,000  00 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  and 
messenger  in  the  office  of  the  FiAh 
Auditor     -  -  .  .       9,800  00 

For  compensation  of  two  clerks  in  the 
office  of  the  Fifth '  Auditor,  accord- 
ing to  the  act  of  the  7th  Jnly,  1838        2,000  00 

For  compensation  to  the  Treasurer  of 
the  United  States    -  -  -       3,000  00 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  and 
messenger  in  the  office  of  the  Trea- 
surer of  the  United  States  -     10,750  QO 

For  compensation  to  the  Regbter  of 
the  Treasury  -  •  -      3,000  00 

For  compenaatioa  to  the  cierks  and 
Messengers  in  the  office  of  the  Re- 
gister of  the  Treasury         -  -     24,200  00 

For  compensation  of  the  Commission- 
er of  the  Gkneral  Land  Office,  per 
act  of  4ih  July,  1836  -  -      3,000  00 

For  oompeosation  of  the  recorder,  so- 
licitor, draughtsman,  and  assistant 
draughtsman,  clerks,  messengers, 
and  packers,  in  the  office  of  the 
Commissioner  of  the  General  Land 
Office        -  -  -  .   107,850  00 

For  compensation  to  the  Solicitor  of 
the  Treasury  -  -  -      3,500  00 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  and 
mesisenger  in  the  office  of  the  SoUei- 
tor  of  the  Treasury  -  -       3,950  00 

For  expenses  of  stationery,  printing, 
and  another  contingent  expenses  of 
the  Treasury  Department,  viz: 

For  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Tre^ury,  including  copying,  and 
expenses  incurred  in  consequence 
of  the  Hurning  of  the  Treasury 
buUdidg     -•  -  -  •       .     W,500t)0 

For  translating  foreign  languages,  and 


-for  receiving  and  transmitting  pas»< 
ports  and  sea-letters,  in  the  office  of 
the  Secretary  of  ihc  Treasury         -    ^     300  00 

For  stating  and  printing  public  ac- 
counts       -  •  -         -  -       1,400  00 

For  the  office  of  the  First  Comptroller       2,000  00 

For  the  office  ef  the  Second  Comp- 
troller       ....       1.500  06 

For  the  office  of  the  First  Auditor      -       1,000  00 

For  the  office  of  the  Second  Auditor  -       1,000  00 

For  the  office  of  the  Third  Auditor     -        1,000  00 

For  the  office  of  the  Fourth  Auditor  -       1,000  00 

For  the  office  of  the  Fifth  Auditor      -       1,000  00 

For  the  offioe  of  the  Treasurer  of  the 
United  States        -  -    ,       -       1,500  00 

For  the  office  of  the  Register  of  the 
Treasury    -    '       -       ^   -  -       3,000  00 

For  the  office  of  the  Solfciior^of  the 
Treasury   ....       1,000  00 

For  parchments,  books,  stafionety,  ad- 
venisine,  rent  of  an  additional  build- 
ing, and  contingent  expenses  of  the 
Qeneral  Land  Office,  and  for  books 
and  blanks  for  ihe  district  land, 
offices        ....     J9,753  00 

For  compensation  of  superintendent 
and  two  watchmen  for  the  addition- 
al building  for  the  use  of  the  Gene- 
ral Land  Office       -  -  -       1,050  00 

Fox  compensation  of  the  superintend- 
CDt  and  watchman  of  the  southeast 
excoiive  building   -  -  -  '     2,100  00 

For  contingent  expenses  of  the  build- 
ing occupied  by  (he  Treasury,  in- 
cluding fuel,  oil,  labor,  repairs,  fnr-> 
niture,  and  for  rent,  amounting  to 
Ihree  thousand  two  hundred  and 
fi Ay  dollars  per  annum       -  -     12,000  00 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  and 
messengers  in  the  toffi  »  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  War,  including  the  messen- 
ger in  the  Bounty  Land  bureau      -     13,300  00 

For  contingent  expenses  of  the  office  of 
the  Secretary  of  War '       -  -       3,000  00 

For  books,  maps,  and  plaits,  for  the 
War  Departn^ent   -  •  -      1,000  00 

For  compensation  of  extra  clerks, 
when  employed  in  said  office  -      3,000  00 

For  compensation  of  the  Commissioner 
of  Indian  Affairs   -  -  -       3,000  00 

For  compensation  of  the  clerks  and 
messengers  in  the  office  of  Uie  Com- 
missioner of  Indian  Aflfairs  -     16,400  00 

For  contingent  expenses  of  said  office       2,000  00 

For  compensation  of  the  Commission- 
er of  Pensions        -  -  -      3,000  00 

For  compensation  of  clerks  transferred 
from  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of 
War  to  the  office  of  the  Commis- 
sioner of  Pensions  -  -       4,800  00 

For  compensation  to  clerks  and  mes-    ^ 
sengers  for  the  office  of  the  Com- 
missioner of  Pensions,  authorized 
by  the  act  of  9th  May,  1836 

For  contingent  expenses  of  said  office 

For  cApensation  to  clerks  and  mes- 
senger in  the  office  of  the  Paymas- 
ter General  -  -  - 

For  contingent  expenses  of  said  office, 
including  two  hundred  dollars  for 
arrearages  -  .  - 

For  compensation  of  clerk  and  mes- 
senger in  the  office  of  the  Com- 
manding General  .  -  - 

For  contingent  expenses  of  said  office 

For  compensation  to  clerks  and  mes- 
senger in  the  office  of  the  Adjutant 
General      -  -  .  - 

For  contingent  expenses  of  said  office 

For  compensation  of  clerks  and  mes- 
senger in  the  office  of  the  Gtuarter^ 
master  General      ... 

For  contingent  expenses  of  said  offioe 

For  compensation  of  clerks  and  mes- 
senger in  the  office  of  the  Commis* 
sary  General  of  Purchases 

For  contingent  expenses  of  said  office 

For  compensation  of  clerks  and.  mes- 
senger in  the  office  of  the  Commis- 
sary General  of  Subsistence  -      4,300  00 
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Fur  coropeoMtiott  of  ihe  Survejor  Gm«nl  of  Mi»> 

siMippi        ...  .  .       2,00000 

For  compenHtiioa  of  dMrk*  in  the  offlee  of  Mid  Bur 
vajor  General,  per  acts  oi  9tli  May,  1830  5»000  00 

Fur  compeneaiioa  oUheSurveyoi  Oenerali'of  Ala> 
bama -      2,000  00 

For  oempenaatioa  of^lerka  In  the  offlto  of  aeM  8ur< 
veyor  General,  per  acts  of  9th  Mey,  lSi6  2,200  80 

Fur  rompeneaUon  of  the  Survryor  Geneml  of  Flo* 
TiAi  •  2,000  00 

For  eoropensatien  oTclerka  in  the  office  of  eftid  Sttr^ 
veyor  General 3^  00 

For  compeamiion  of  the  Surveyor  General  ol  Wia- 
roeirtn,  and  of  the  clerks  in  his  office,  per  act  of 
12ih  June,  1838       •  *  .  •  .      3.1Q0  00 

Fur  extra  clerks  And  draughteroen  in  the  officer  of 
Ihe  SurTeyors  General,  to  be  apportioned  accord*        ___ 
Infio  the  exrgoBcieN  of  the  service         -  6000  00 

For  extra  clerks  to  iraMcribe  6eld*nA  lee  of  survey^ 
for  the  pUipose  of  having  them  preserved  at  the 
seat  ofOoventraent^  to  be  expended  in  case  fire- 
proof vaults  are  not  famished  for  their  pveeerva* 
tion,  at  the  following  offices,  vix: 

Of  the  Surveyor  Gen<*ral  nordiwest  of  the  Ohio      .      4,€00  00 

Of  the  Surveyor  Oei  let  al  of  1 1 iiriois  and  Missouri    -      3,S9()  00 

Ofihe  Surveyor  General  of  Arkansas         <  3,000  00 

Of  the  Surveyor  General  of  Louisiana  4,600  00 

Ofthe  Surveyor  General  of  Mississippi       .  4,290  00 

Of  the  Surveyor  General  of  Wisconsin  3,000  00 

For  compensation  to  the  CommisBioner  of  Public 
Buildings  in  Washington    •  .  .  .      Q^^OO  00 

For  comfieneaiion  to  three  assistants  to  the  Com- 
missioner, as  superintendent  of  the  Pdtomac 
brii^o,  and  for  the  expense  of  oil  for  the  lamps   •       1,910  00 

For  compensation  to  officers  and  clerks  of  the  Mint    20,400  00 

For  ptiy  of  labnren  in  the  various  departments  of 
the  Mint,  and  for  contingent  expenses      •  -    23,000  00 

For  iocidental  and  contingent  expenses,  including 
the  wastage  of  gold  and  silver,  fuel,  materials, 
stationery,  water-rent,  and  raxes    •  18.000  00 

Ftor  new  machinery    •  .  -  ■  -      3,000  00 

For  specimens  ofores  and  coins  to  be  reserved  at 
the  Mint  1,000  00 

For  compensation  to  the  officers  and  clerk  of  the 
branch  mint  at  Charlotte,  Nortli  Carolina  •      6,000  00 

For  pay  of  laborers  in  the  various  departmeoui  of 
the  same 3^600  00 

For  wastage  of  gold,  and  for  eontingwiC  expenses  of 
the  same      ......      s,|00  00 

For  compensation  to  the  officers  and  clerk  of  the 
branch  mint  at  Dahlonega,  Geoivia  -  •      6,000  00 

For  pay  of  laborete  in  the  various  depanmenis  ofthe 
same 3,800  0) 

For  wastage  of  geld,  and  forceniingent  expeaees  of 
the  same      •  -  •  •  •      4,100  00 

Foi  compensation  to  the  officers  and  clerks  of  tbo 
hiaach  mint  at  New  Orleans  -     12,900  00 

For  pay  of  laboren  In  the  various  departments  of 
the  same  •  •  •    22^000  00 

Foi  wastage  of  gold  and  silver,  and  for  contingent 
expenses  ofthe  same  ....     17,100  QO 

For  compensation  ofthe  Governor,  Judges,  and  Be* 
crcmry  of  Wisconsin  Territory     -  -9,100  00 

Forcuatmgent  expenses,  pay,  and  mileage  of  the 
merab  rs  of  the  Legislative  Assembly,  pay  of  of- 
ficers of  the  Council,  printing,  fbmiiure,  station- 
ery, fuel,  and  other  iocidental  expenses    •  •    29,000  00 

For  compeiisatioii  of  the  Governor,  Judges,  and  Se- 
cretary ofthe  Territory  of  Florida  -    14,370  00 

For  contingent  exoensas,  pay,  and  mileage  of  the 
members  of  the  Leeislauve  Cean  ty  or  said  Terri. 
tory,  pay  of  the  officers  ofthe  Counril  priniipi^ 
furniture,  rent,  staiionory,  luel,  and  other  inciden- 
tal expenses  '   -     28,216  00 

For  compensation  to  the  Governor,  Judges,  and  Se« 
creutry  ofthe  Territory  of  Iowa    -  8;2p0  DO 

For  contingent  expen^^es,  pay,  and  mileage  of  the 
Legislative  Assembly,  pAy  of  ollicen.  prinrhig, 

.  furniture,  stauoneor,  fuel,  and  all  other  inciden- 
tal expenses,' including  an  arrearage  of  sixteen, 
thousand  three  hundred  and  fifty-four  dollars,  for 
1888 3r,l04  00 

For  compensation  to  the  Chief  Justice,  the  Aseo> 
eiate  Judges,  and  Pistrict  Judges  of^the  United 
Slates  ..-•...     98,S00  00 

For  eompensatlon  ofthe  CMef  Jnstice  and  Asso* 
ciate  Judges  of  the  Pisiriet  of  Columbia,  and  of 
the  Judges  ofthe  criminal  and  orphans'  courts  of 
saWPiatrict  •  -  -     12,7tJ0  00 

For  compensatioa  lo  the  Attorney  €ton«ni1  of  the  • 
United  States  4,000  00 

For  compensation  of  cTerk  and  messenger  in  the 
offieeofthe  Attorney  General  1,300  00 

For  contingent  expense*  of  said  office  .-         GOO  90 

For  compensation  to  thereporier  of  the  decisions  of 
the  Supreme  Court  •  ....      1,00000 

For  compensation  to  the  district  attorneys  and  mar- 
shals, asgranted by  law,  indudiag  those  in  the 

X  several  Territories,  and  arrearagee  14,8)2  00 

For  defraying  the  expenses  of  the  Suprenie  Court 
and  the  district  courts  ofthe  United  States,  in^ 
eluding  the  Pistrict  of  Columbvi;  also,  for  jorocs 
itnd  witnesses,  in  aid  of  the  funds  arising  from 
fines,  penalties;  tnd  forfeitures,  Incurred  in  the 
yeArl839ltnd  preceding  years;  and  likewise  for 
defraying  the  expensea,  of  euits  in  which  th« 
United  States  are  concerned,  and  of  proeecutions 
for  otTences  commiued  againsl  the  United  Statee, 
and  for  the  safS'keeping  of  prisoners,  m  addition 
to  former  appropriations   ....  128^000  00 

For  the  payment  of  pensions  granted  by  epecii^l  acts 
of  Congress  .....      1,060  00 

Foi  the  support  and  nMdntenanee  of  lisht-houses, 
finaiing  lights^  bt^acons,  buoys  and  stiikages,  in« 
eluding  the  purchase  of  lamps,  oils,  keepers^  sa- 
laries,  repairs,  imprxrement*  and  contingent  ex- 
penses          39t,3314K) 

For  survey  of  the  coast  of  the  United  States,  in- 
cluding the  compeosfttion  of  the  superintendent 
and  assistants  .  .  .  .  .    90,000  00 

For  the  compensatioQ  to  two  keepen  of  the  pnUic 
arthkesinFlOikh.  .  .  .  1,000  00 


For  eoDttogefit  expoMt  of  Mid  oflioe      3,M0  00 

For  coiDpeii:«tiDa  of  clerks  aod  me*- 
senger  in  th«  office  of  the  Chief 

.    Eagiiieer    -  -  -  •      5,650  00 

For  coiHingent  expenses  of  said  office, 
ioclu^ling  one  tboasand  dollars  for 
expeaees  attendiog  the  removal  of 
the  office    ....       1,500  00 

For  cDinpf  D&ation  to  clerk  aiid  mes- 
iienger  in  the  office  of  the  Surgeon 
Qeneral     -  .         -  -  -       1,650  00 

For  cohtiDgeot  expenses  of  said  office         500  00 

For  compensation  of  clei  ks  and  mes- 
senger in  the  Ordnance  office         *       8,650  00 

Fur  contingent  expenses  of  said  office       1,000  00 

For  cotnpensation  of  the  clerks  aod 
messenger  io  the  Topographical  bu- 
reau    .     -  -  -  -       2,500  00 

For  ecu  tingent  expenses  of  said  bureau       1,335  00 

Fur  compensation  of  superii.lendent 
and  waichmen  of  the  northwest  ex- 
ecutive buil^liog     -  -  -       2,350  00 

For  contingent  expenses  of  said  build- 
iog,  including  rent  of  Bounty  Land 
office,'  for  labor,  f6el,  oil,  and  re- 
pairs, and  for  the  contingencies  of 
the  fire  engines  and  apparatus        -       4,700  00 

Fur  compensation  of  the  clerks  and 
messengers  in  the  office  of  the  Se- 
cretary of  the  Navy  -  •     12,850  00 

For  contingent  expenses  of  said  office, 
including  three  thousand  dollars  for 
extra  clerk  hire      ...       6,000  00 

For  compensation  of  the  Commission- 
ers of  the  Navy  Board       -  -     10,500  00 

For  compensation  ofthe  Secretary  of 
the  Navy  Board     •  -  •       3,000  00 

For  compenssation  to  the  cletks  and 
messenger  of  the  Navy  Board        -       8,450  00 

For  contingent  expenses  of  said  office, 
including  seven  hundred  dollars  for 
arrearages  of  extra  clerk  hire         -       2,500  00 

Fur  salary  _of  superintendent  and 
watchman  of  the  southwest  execu- 
tive buildiog  -  -  -       1,250  00 

For  alterinir  and  painting  passages  in 
said  building  ...       1,80000 

For  contiogent  expenses  of  said  build- 
ing ...  .       3^350  00 

For  compensation  lo  three  A&sistant 
Postmasters  General,  per  act  3d 
July,  1836  -  -  -       7,500  00 

For  compensation  to  clerks  and  mes- 
sengers in  the  General  Post  Office  -     48,600  00 

For  topognpher  and  additional  clerks 
in  said  office,  and  a  clerk  to  keep  the 
appropriation  account  '    -  -     U»600  00 

For  contingent  expenses  of  said  office,  * 
including  $4,000  for  rent  and  fuel 
for  the  Auditor's  office 

For  compensation  of  two  watchmen  - 

For  compensation  to  the  Auditor  ofthe 
Post  Office  .  -  - 

For  compensation  to  clerks  and  jnes- 
sengen  in  said  office 

For  eleven  additional  clerks  in  said 
office         -  -  ... 

For  contingent  expenses  of  said  office, 
including  the  expense  of  quarterly 
books,  stationery,  printing,  and  pay 
of  laborers 

For  compensation  to  the  Surveyor  Qe- 
neral northwest  of  the  Ohio 

For  compensation  lo  clerks  in  his  of- 
fice, per  acb(  of  9th  Mayj  1836      - 

For  compensation  to  the  Surveyor 
General  for  Illinois  and  Missouri    - 

For  compensation  lo  clerks  in  the  of- 
fice of  said  Surveyor  General,  per 
acts  of  9th  May,  1836 

For  compensation  to  the  Surveyor  Qe- 
neral of  Arkansas  - 

For  compensation  of  clerks  in  the  of- 
fice of  said  Surveyor  Qeneral 

For  compensation  ofthe  Surveyor  Qe- 
neral of  Louisiana 

For  compensation  to  clerks  in  the  of- 

.  fiee  of  said  Surveyor  (General,  per 
acts  of  9th  May,  1836       -  •      2,500  00 
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For  ihe  dtecfatiM  of.. . . 

against  (he  Uiitted  Stati 
for,  BB  shall  be  udmiited 
ment  at  ihe  Tieaaury  ... 

ForsalMiee  of  ministers  of  the  United  States  to 
Great  Britain,  France,  S])ain,  Russia,  Fr'uaiia,  and 
Austria        ...... 

For  salerieeof  the  eeereuuaes  of  legation  to  thesiBt 
places  ...... 

For  salaries  of  the  charges  dcs  affaires  to  Portogal, 
Dennrark,  Siweden,  Ilolhmd.  SslgiMii,  Brezilf 
Chili,  Pfvn,  Central  America,  New  Granada,  Vs. 
nezuela,  Texas,  and  Naples,  including  aii  arrear 
Sge  to  the  charge  d'&flUirei;  to  Texna  of  due  thou- 
sand two  himdfod  and  eicbty*fo»  dollars 

For  salary  of  4  niinister  resident  ofthe  VoitedStsies 
to  Turkey     •  •  •  • 

For  salary  Of  (he  dmgnmsn,  and  for  eonUngent  ex* 
}wn>eeofiholeg»tioiitoTovitey    * 

For  contingent  expofisceef  all  the  missions  abroad 

For  salaries  of  the  consuls  of  the  United  States  at 
London  and  Paris   .  ^  .  -         . 

For «xpenaes  of  iMMrouBie  with  the  Bazhiurjr  pow- 
ers   •  •  •  •  •  •         • 

For  the  relief  and  protection  of  American  seamen  iit 
foreign  coumriee     -  .  .  .         . 

For  the  contingent  expenses  of  <fidreigii.intereourw 

For  clerk  hire,  oflice  rent,  staUoner][,  and  other  ex- 

CRsesin  the  oflice  of  (he'Am^ncen  consul  in 
ndon.  persctoflSthJammrv,  163S 
For  interpreters,  guards,  and  oiner  eu>enses  inci- 
dental to  the  r^neiilates  in  the  TurlrisB  dominions 
For  sahinr  of  the  prihcipal  and  two  assistant  libra* 
rians,  pay  of  the  msMenger,  and  for  coolngent 
expeoseaof  the  library  -    •      .-    ^    • 

For  the  purchase  of  l>6oks  for  the  library  of  Cou* 

For  stationery,  Aiel,  printing,  end  all-  other  eomin* 
gent  expenses  of  ihe8emae,in  addition  to  formei 


For 


appropriations 

n  stationbry<  ftiel,  printing,  and  all  other  ooniin- 

^eot  expeneesef  the  House  of  Jteprasentstivei^ 


12,000  OD 
12,000  QO 
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SOyOQDOO 

17,40000 
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2,880  QO 
5,B0i)IIO 

9.960  tt. 
4(^,000  00 


lOIXpOOQD 
1,900  09 


fn  addi  ion  to  former  appropriations 
For  salary  of  the  principal  gardener 
For  alteratlooe  and  repairs  of  the  Preeident*Bfao«se 
and  fnrnitaie^  and  for  8iiperiiitaader.ce .  of  the 
grounds        .-..«. 
For  prepaing,  prifiting,  and  binding  'document " 
ordered  by  the  resolutions  of  the  Senate  of  SM  of 
July,  1^36,  and  kd  of  Marrh,  1837,  lelatiog  to  the 
eeublishment  of  the  seat  of  Government}  plans 
and  eurveya  ibr  the  Improvement  of  harbors  and 
rirera,  roada,  and  eaaaiss  to  be  disbuioed  tinder 
^he  direction  of  the  comipiuee  to  audit  and  C9n> 
tn»l  the  contingent  expenses  of  the  Senate 
l^)r  expenses  arising  under  the  act  (br  the  relief  of 

certain  IneoUent  debtors  of  the  United  Suwea 
For  an  appropriation  carried  to  iJtm  surplus  fund  en 
the  3l8t  of  Decemlier,  1836,  for  a  brieve   wall 
around  the  euatnm-hooee  at  New  Orleans 
For  completing  the  nQanne  hoapiial  ai  Mobile 
For  an  ai^propriation  carried  to  the  eMpltia  fund 
on  iheslPi  of  December.  1837,  for  the  tepelr  of 
the  pier  and  wharves  ofthe  public  More«  on  Sta- 
ten  mand    ....  •  # 

For  constructing  the  custom- hoose  at  Boston 
For  const  meting  the  custom-house  at  New  York  • 
For  furnishing  one  hundred  end  tHy  six  rooms  in 
the  iMw.Treasory  buUdlAcJnclodiM  one  tlieu- 
sand  dollars  for  siielves  and  rases  in  the  yarioos 
rooms  ocoupied  by  the  Regisier   -  > 

For  caccying  into  efttaci  tfaye  acta  seladofr.to.  the 
*SmttiiMt*i«n  legacy,  to  be  paid  out  of  .the  fipiid 
arising  from  that  legacy  *".  •        *   -        '  *. 

For  suiHreying  the  pubnc  tondej-ln  naditionlothe 
unexpended  balance  of  fermer  Appropriations  i- 
For  surveying  the  puliUc  lands  in  Loiii.«ian«,  «t  a 
raif  not  exceeding  el^t  dollani  per  niRe','  fh  tddi- 
•    tion  to  the  special  anprnpriatiofi  for  thia  purpose 

peractof3doflfa|ch,l8^>  * 

For  the  constructiAn  ofthe  Fost  Office         •  '  niiii^M 

For  the  copstriiction  ofthe  new  Treasury  butldittg   Www  w 
For  theronstructionofihe  Patent  Office      •  •    ftJlODw 

For  alteration  and  repairs  qf  the  Cdpito^  and  ^-    ..         - 
dental  expensee  •         ,•      t»t^r' 

Fur  lighting  bmps  and  keepiuf  hi  ofdcrttie  pnbPC^ 
ro«UdB«round  the  CapltoL  the  inai  nrasecifilpes. 


3,4^00 


13^)00 
Si^OI 


&6000I 
140009 


l^QQOOO 

is^oB 


gro«UdB«round  1 

aod  wooden  fivicep  •  -  ,        '  '^      ^'^ 

For  attendance  on  the  weetern  gates  of  tlie  Canltol 

For  removing  a  Kjrht'hoose  on  -Goat  isltoidvMiAg' 
the  balance  of  funoor  «ppropri«ttoo8- carried  .to 
the  sui pins  fund     ...  -  - 

Fbr  diiepening  the  straight  channel  of  the  etal  pass 
to  Appalachicola,  Florida.  heMe  ihk  balance  of  an 
appropriation  iranafeired  to  ibiff  impfpT^iafiMi  . 
and  since  carried  to  the  surpli)S  fuad  >. 

For  improving  the  harbor  of  Seybrook,  by  nemov 
ing  the  bar  at  the^mouih  of  CeonacttcucrlWi  be- 
ing the  balance  of  i^^itppsi^riatlon  cairrtefl  to  .the 
surplus  fund  .  • 

For  an  ou  ifit  of  a  charge  d'afiaf  res  to  f  Toltand 

ForflompledngthewarehouoaatBaltiawBa  .     . 

For  balance  due  on  account  of  the  firsi  volume  of 
the  Documentary  History  of  the  tlnlted  Slaiea     • 

For  the  balance  dueB.  Randall  for  a  lo^  of  grovnd 
upon  which  the  engine  house  of  theUitiesi  fin. 
Company  has  been  erected 

For  surveying  the  poblid  lands  In  the  Stue  of  ini- 
nols,  and  for  surveys  not  yet  rompdetod   - 

For  repairs  of  the  cuiRoiu-liouee  at  Key  y^vA 

For  the  'hiri  payment  to  Luigi  Porrico,  vMer  the 


^n  ; 
3MBB« 

xm0 


contract  with  hiin  fora  group  of  aUtuto  for  the 

.   Capitol .  .   « 

For  the  third  payuifnt  to  the  artiste  cngMRd  In  ^a- 

.  cuting  paintinKs  for  the  rotyndo  of  the  CaphoJ 
For  engrtiving  a  chart  ofthe  bay  and  harbor  of  New 
York  .  .  .  -  ... 

For  paying  the  clerks  in  the  curtom.l^oiMe  at  Fhlla- 
defphia  the  anears  or  their  salarleo  froni  1832  lo 
1837,  80  as  to  knake  theeaine  equal  to  what  they 
received  in  the  laet  ipentimed  yettr*  va.tfao.aan 
prin|»iiile  that  has  been  applied  at  Naw  York 


CONGREflUSIONAL  GLOBE. 


ppppfoeoriBf  MMH  boohs  tmimmm  rtliiti^  to 
"     '^ "-  tht  TWrlorbf  of  Or- 


db 


255 


lut  S^iM  turvvyon  JD  i_,  ^„,^ , 

Inoi  BDd  FloriUa.  ••  in«j  be  UMful  lo  proctct  the 
iomcMi  of  (be  Uoiiwl  Mat^  and  to  beezpenM 
MI7  with  theapprobetion  of  the  Sacffeiarieevf 
iJit  8iau  aod  Tsewurj  DdpartmMliL  after  ao 
Io4pac(ioa  and  ax  uniaaiiM  of  eaid  booke  and  pa- 
pen,  bj  a  eoaipetanl  pweoo  or  parMna,  at  ib« 
Gcn0r«l  Laud  OOica  ....     90,000  00 

for  tb$  surpon  of  tbe  UiMted  8t«t«a  peQUentiair  in 

ito«iiyofWa^'  '     '  ' 

iimb«f  . 

ia^bada,li       _.^^ 

nftin  to  buildi  .gs,  fuel,  rair  maierialt'to'^ 
vorked  ap^  aUuwtoce  to  dieehaited  ronvkts,  and 
"  T  GouuflgMiciee^  as  f 


tity  of  WTaabiDruHi,  for  ibe  year  1698,  lodud- 
dM  pay  of  ofioom  and  ageacs,  imioimi  docb- 
bada,beddiii9»haK>teaietore«and  mediciDee, 


npactora 
9t  the  ran 


I  per  eeomaie  of  board  uf 


ranrey  of  the  southern  boundary  of  the 


\2JBN9i 
W9  0S 


For 

Territory  of 
Fer  Iks  earrey  of  the  public  buida  north  of  tlte  Wie- 

coodaaod  Neeoah  nren,  in  Wiecoosin  •  6,000  00 

hrAm  nf y  cupobie  orer  tbe  library  of  Confress  •      1,482  M 
Fbr  hnach  pipes  and  scop  cocks  to  water  the  Cani- ' 

toi  fioajdi  •  •         360  30 

Itr  Rpairinf  the  watprplpes  from  the  Tiber,  north 

of  die  C^pitoi,  to  the  Capttol         -  •         GOO  00 

For  compMwaiIng  Charles  Gordon  for  serrlces  ren- 

dtrcd  ender  thtf  resolutions  ofiba  Senate  of  the 

2d  of  July.  1S38,  luwlthe  29th  of  June,  183B  1,800  00 


ForcooipletHireheepeclal  repalri  heretofore  ^.. 

poMd  in  tbe  Prseiileoi'e  bouse,  including  a  defl 

deoey  in  a  former  appropriation 
For  Oitporcbase  of  t  we  ftr«-engines  for  the  Capital 

tbe  Mirioe  Borradc^  and  the  Na?y  Yard,  includ- 

iogftppsratos^fid  for  sucUonand  boss  for  tbe 


1,611  23 


■atos^i 
wcaPii 


Pei»Teruic3)!ire  Company  •     IOlIOOOO 

P«rite*rTice  of  the  General  Post  Oflfce  for  the 
nsr  1839^  tecoaformitj  to  the  aa  of  the  2d  Jaly, 
jS3S,Tis:  ft.lO0LO0OOO 

For  ihetraoopoitation  of  the  mails  .  td^SSSiOOO 
For  eompeniailott  of  postmasten  .  1,091 ,000 
Pbr  ship,  iisambiat,  and  way  iettcn  3&eOO 

Fbr  wrapping  paper  .  25,000 

FjroffiMfbriiliure     •  &000 

Fbradvertis'ng  36000 

Fxfflailbags  48,000 

Forbiuika      -  .  .  .  31,000 

Fjt  mail  lecka,  keys,  and  stamps     •  1^000 

FormatldepmlaiioQs  and  special  agenu  16.000 
For  clerks  for  oflkes  •  200000 

Fur  niscellaneoas  v  67!u0O 

II.  R.  1176. 
For  ODt&i  and  mltacnr  for  a  special  mlnlstsr  to  Great 

"■^         •  •      H.k.„W.  ■  •     '^«»~ 

rbr  the  eveciioo  of  a  jail  in  the  cttT  of  W«shington     31,000  00 

H.  R.  Ii36l 
For  ttfcing  the  sixth  census  or  enumeration  of  the 
iakabitants  of  the  United  States    •  .     20,609  00 

H.  R.  975. 
I      '«[  Gsrryiag  into  eflbet  the  convention  between  tbe 
foiled  Siaiee  of  America  and  the  Republic  of 
TexM  for  marking  the  boundary  between  them: 
rortbsmlaryofthecommiesloner   •  2,000  00 

lordicsalarroftheeorreyor  2,000  00 

For  OteoaJary  of  the  clerlr 1,200  00 

^ftftided,  That  the  salaries  of  the  oald  officers 
ahaU  not  commence  until  they  s  all  be  ordered 
iiuoaervice. 
For  other  expenses  of  the  surrey  of  boundary  re* 
quired  by  said  convention,  including  the  purchase 
of  iDfltrumenta,  wages  to  peerons  employed,  and 
othercomingeactes .  -  .  .  .     inoOO  00 

^  ^  H.  R.  1061.  ^ 

rbrtheeooMroctiDirof  a  roadfrom  Dabnqoe,  In  the 
Territory  of  Iowa,  to  the  nonhem  boundary  of 
tfiell'ateofMlaoouri  .     30lO  0  00 

«  p«g  the  expense  of  a  surrey  of  Red  Cedar  creek, 
•odan  estioMie,  witha  riew  to  the  imp  oremenl 
01  the  navigation  thereof  ....  1,50000 
Fwtbe  opening  and  conetmctlon  of  a  toad  from 
nrUngton  towards  the  seat  of  the  Indian  agency 
oothonverDiBsBlufaies     -  .  .      6,000  00 

For  the  improvement  of  the  road  from  Burlington, 

in  the  Terricocy  oCIowa,to  DaHagnes,  hi  Iltiiiuis      2,600  00 
,     .  H.  R.  I08t. 

For  AeerKtioii  of  public  buildii^  hi  the  Territorr 

Aftlorila 201000  00 

B.  R.  1087.  -Miww 

''Sj^^nf  ^  P^  *t  tlM  northern  eztrtmity  of 

Wknebago  lake,  in  the  Territory  of  Wisconsia'        500  00 
For  placing  baoyeat  the  mouth  of  Neenah  nvar,  at 
1  the  tMad  of  Great  bay,  fai  said  Territory,  to  mark 
tbadmnneltbc^reof  .  . 

^ H.  R.  1131. 

For  (he  funher  survey  an.l  an  estimate  of  the  coet  of 

Joprovtng  the  novigationof  theFoz  and  Wiacou- 

jla  rinBTii,  and  cennecting  the  same  by  a  navlga- 

Uaeanal  or  water  communKadon  .      2,000  00 

iM  «»  consirucuiHi  of  a  rond  from  Radna,  by 

Jnesville,  to  Sinipee,  on  the  Mississippi  •      IOlOOO  00 

Ibrmesvrvey  and  constrocticHi  of  a  road  from  Sauk 

Jwtor,  on  Lalre  Bfichigan,  to  Dekorre,  on  the 

Wisctmstn  river  .       •  .  3000  00 

Far  the  constraction  of  a  road  from  Fond  dn  Lac,  on 

'  Uk»Wif|D(ebago,  by  Fox  lake,  to  the  Wisconsin 

•'*^  •     »i  ,.«  •  ^^^ 

^_  ^  n.  R,  1136. 

^a»ranioTml  of  obstructions  at  the  movth  of  the 

ij-Sawaanoe  river,  and  for  tbe  surrey  of  the  same 

trt^jr  ......    IS^OOOOO 

m&osorTeToftheTelTdw  river,  Florida  800  00 

Fbriho  repnlr  of  the  road  from  Jacksonville  to 

Newaana^ille,  Florifla        ....      6(^00000 
F.j»tbeconecrnctioo  of  a  road  from  JacksonvUie  to     . 

HrXarye,  Floritla 7,600  00 

8  35 
^^ihe  "upport  of  ihe  penteeniiary  In  tbe  Dietrict  of 

m  II 


600  00 


F^  the  support  o/the  Army  for  the  year  1889. 

ir.  R,  807.. 

For  Ae  pay  of  the  army       ^  •  1,531.832  00 

For  Ihe  subsisience  of  officers  .  470,75400 

For  forage  of  officers' horsee  .   U1,U6  00 

For  paymencsin  lien  of  clothing  to  discharged  se|. 

diem,  and  to  officeri  iulieuofclotbiiv  for  their 

servants       •  .  .  .    50,400  00 

Airsobsistence,  exclusive  of  that  of  officers  •  1,122,631  00 

Forclotiilngofthearmy,  camp  and  garrison  equl. 

pace^  cookinc  uieneilei  and  bespiud  furniture  •  473.436  00 
For  ihemedieafand  hoepiial  departioem     >  .    24,4  0  00 

For  the  regular  suppiitts  furnished  by  the  (Quarter. 

Master's  department,  comisting  of  fuel,  forage, 

etraw,  stathmery,  and  printing  .  246,600  00 

For  barracks,  qnartam,  store-houees,  embracing  tho 

repairaand  enlaraement  ot  barracks,  quartan, 

store-hoosBs^  and  hospitals  atiha  seven  ' 


the  erection  of  tempomry  cantonmenta  at  each 
posts  as  shall  be  occopied  during  the  year*  and 
of  gunhoooM  for  the  protactioa  of  the  cannon  at 
the  forts  on  theeeabnard;  the  purchase  of  the  nc- 
csBoary  tools  and  materials  lor  the  oblecu  want- 
ed, and  of  the  authorized  furniture  for  the  tiar- 
rack-rooms;  rent  of  quarters  for  officers;  of  bar> 
racks  for  troops  at  posts  whom  there  are  no  pub- 
lic buiidiofi  for  their  accommodation;  of  stors- 
hooses  for  the  safe-kseping  of  subsistence,  cloth, 
ing  and  oUier  military  eupplies;  and  of  grounds 
for  summer  cantonments,    ancampmenis,  and 

military  practice 100,000  00 

For  allowance  made  to  officers  for  the  traosporta' 
tion  of  their  baggage,  when  iraveliing  on  duty 
witboot  troope       .  ^  .  .  .     gQ^ooQ  qq 

For  tbe  transporution  of  troops  and  supplies,     -    205,000  00 
For  the  incidental  expeosee  of  the  Quartermaster'a 

department,  .  .  .  ?  .   io2iX)0  00 

Forconiingenaeeef  the  army  -7000  00 

For  two  months'  extra  pay  10  re  enlisted  sDldiere,        * 
and  forihecontingcmexpenees  of  the  recroting 
eervica         •  •  •  -         ^.  .    £0^927  00 

For  the  national  armories     •  -  .  .  dsaoo^oo 

For  (he'liimamtint  of  the  fortifications  .  lOOltt^-O  00 

For  the  current  ex penses  of  the  ordnance  ssrvice    *  100«000  00 
For  ordnance,  ordnance  stores,  andaoppliea  •  IsadUO  00 

Foranenals    -  -  ...   isaooo  00 

For  new  machinery  at  tbe  Springfield  armory        .     20,000  00 
For  the  punthase  of  Und  at  (ha  Allegany  and  Wa  • 

teitown  arsenala  a500  00 

For  theexpenee  of  pre|:,aring  drawings  of  a  uniform 
evBtemofartllery,and  for  other  supplies  in  the 
Ordnance  Department  ...      n  ^qq  qq 

For  arrearages  prior  10  the  1st  of  July,  Icl?,  per  act 
of  die  let  of  May,  1820,  payable  tlhrough  the  Third 
Auditor's  office       •  •  -  .  .      a  OOO  00 

For  surveying  and  opening  of  the  Western  frontier 
military  road,  being  the  balance  of  an  appropiia. 
tion  carried  to  the  surplus  fund  .    52;i26  67 

For  the  preeervadon  of  Castle  island,  and  repairs  of 

Fort  Independence,  at  Boston  -  .     26,000  00 

Fur  Fort  Warren,  at  Boston  ....    4a0i)0  00 
For  Fort  A^ms,  at  Newriort  •  IOlOOO  00 

For  the  fort  at  New  London  harbor  .  5.00O  00 

For  Fort  Schuyler,  at  New  York  10,000  00 

For  repairs  of  Castle  William  and  Fort  Columbus, 

and  officers,  quarters  at  New  York  2,000  00 

For  Fort  Delaware     .....     io,U0O  00 
For  Fort  Monroe  io,O0O  00 

For  Fort  Calhouti       .  ■  .  .  .     15,000  00 

For  Fort  Caswell  6,000  00 

For  fortification  In  Charlsston  harbor,  douth  Caro. 
Una,  and  for  the  proeervation  of  the  site  of  Fort 

Moultrie 10000  00 

For  Fort  Pulaski,  at  l^avannah         ...  15  000  00 

For  Fort  Marion,  and  sea  wall  at  Sl  Aiiguatiue      •     10,000  00 
For  fon  on  Footer's  Mink,  Pensacola  •     S^iWoO 

For  contingencies  of  fortifications  .    1  (,000  00 

For  incidental  expenses  attending  the  repairs  of  for- 
tifications, and  for  the  purchase  or  addiuonal 
land  in  their  neighborhood  .    50,000  00 

For  fort  at  Grande  Terrs,  being  the  amount  of  a  for* 

mer  appropriation  carried  to  the  surplus  fund     -     15,000  00 
For  the  preservation  and  repair  of  Fort  Niagara    •     30,000  00 
For  rxpairingaod  rebuilding  the  old  fart  ifFOewego, 
including  the  construction  of  ibe  necessary  bar< 
racks  ......     20,000  00 

For  barracks  and  other  boildings  at  Sackeu's  Har- 

bor  ...  10;00000 

For  barracks  and  other  baildings  at  Plattsburg     •     20^000  00 
For  construction  ofbarrackn.  quMrtar&  store.housea, 
heepitals,  and  siablee,  and  the  neceaswy  defences 
of  ihepoeta  it  may  be  deemed  proper  to  establish- 
for  the  better  protection  nf  the  Western  frontier    80.000  00 
For  the  support  of  the  Military  Academy  for  the 

year  1839^  vis: 
FOrpay  of  officers,  cadets,  and  mnsicians    -  .     19,228  00 

Forsubslstsnceofofficers  and  cadets  .     40.00100 

For  forage  of  ofllcen'  horsea  3,936  00 

Forclothlngof  officers' servants     •  390  06 

For  defraying  the  expenees  of  the  board  of  visiters 

at  Wast  Point 2,000  00 

For  fuel,  forsge,  staiftonery,  printing,  transportation, 

andpoMgs 12^146 

For  repairs,  improvements,  and  expeosee  of  build- 
_  ings,  grounds,  roads,  wharvss,  hoats^  and  fences      7;22l  60 
For  pay  ofadjutant'sand  quartermaster's  clerks    -         960  00 
For  Increase  and  expenses  of  the  library    .  1,000  00 

For  miecellaneousitems  and  incidental  expenses  .         73160 
For  the  depart m;nt  of  engineering  .  300  00 

Foe  the  department  of  phuosophy   .  .      J,200  00 

For  the  department  of  mathematica  •  97  54 

For  the  department  of  chemistry     •  -    ■     (27  f  0 

For  the  department  of  dralring  266  00 

Fbr  the  department  of  taaice  350  00 

For  the  department  of  artillery  .276  00 

For  a  reservoir  .      3,118  00 

For  two  firaengines,  with  hose  complete   -  i,900  00 

For  tHo  completion  of  the  buildings  for  tbe  library^ 
awl  thb  enghMeriog,  philofopblcal,  and  d^ualcai 


hi  iddittMiio  tiM  appvoptteHon  of 

For  payment  to  the  Missouri  volunteers,  wbo^ 
horaee  were  lost  or  cast  away  at  sea,  or  which 
perished  or  died  in  conssquence  of  euflering  at 
eea,  In  the  voyage  from  New  Orleans  to  Tsmpa 
Bay,ln  tbe  year  .837 

If.  R.  892. 

For  theprotectinn  of  tbe  Morthera  and  Northwes- 
t.*m  frontier  ol  the  United  States  . 

«     V    .  H.R.  1176. 

For  the  defence  of  tbe  United  Siat9S,in  certain  cases, 
against  invasion lO^OOO^OOOOQ 

«  .      .  H  R.  469. 

For  paying  thrse  companlee  of  inillda  In  the  State 

.  of  Indiana,  called  Into  tbe  service  of  the  Uoited 
8l«"  -       1,678  89 


16,619  50 


35^000  00 


600,000  00 


•16.^66.261  6< 


#>7r  the  navcU  sertietjor  the  year  1839. 
U*  R.  896. 

For  pay  of  commissioned,  warrant  and  petty  offl- 
cere,  and  of  seamen  -  •2;36S2,6£S  64 

For  day  of  superintendents,  naval  constructors, 
aadall  (hs  civil  establishmenU  at  tbe  several  yards    44.000  00 

For  piovieioas eoSoOO  00 

For  rspairo  of  vessels  In  ordinary,  and  tlie  repairs 
and  wear  and  tear  of  vessels  in  commission         LOOOlOOO  00 

For  medicines  and  suigicaJ  insrumenia,  hoepiial 
stores,  and  other  expenses  on  account  of  the  sick     76,000  00 

For  improvement  and  neceesary  repairool  the  idivy 
yard  at  Portsmouth,  New  llsmpshire     •  -30000  00 

ForJmpTOvement  and  necessary  repairs  of  tbe  navy        ' 
yard  at  Chi^rlestown,  Msaaachusbits  •    2&000  00 

For  im  pro  vement  and  necessary  repaim  of  the  navy 
yard  at  Brooklyn,  New  York  .  .      7,500  00 

For  improvement  and  necessary  repairs  ol  the  navy 
yard  at  Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania  -      8.000  00 

For  improvement  and  necaamry  repairs  of  the  navy 
yard  at  Waehlngton  ....     26u000  00 

For  Improvement  arid  necessary  repain  of  the  navy 
yard  at  Goopon,  Virginia    -  .    61,000  00 

For  improvement  and  necessary  repairs  of  tlie  na  vy 
yard  near  Pensacola  ....    2&OOO  00 

For  ordnance  and  ordnance  stores     .  .    65,000  00 

For  (Is fraying  the  expenses  that  may  accrue  for  the 
following  norposee,  viz:  For  the  freight  and 
transportation  of  materutls  and  stores  of  every  da- 
ecription;  forwhariage  and  dockage;  storage  and 
rent;  travelling  expenses  of  officers  and  iranapor- 
taiion  of  seamen;  bouse  rant  Tor  purscra  when  at- 
tached  to  yards  and  stations  where  no  house  is 
provided;  ibr  funeral  expenses;  for  commissions, 
dork  hire,  office  rent,  siationerv,  and  fuel  to  navy 
agents;  for  premiums  and  Incitiental  expenses  of 
recruiUng;  ibr  apprehending  deserters;  for  com. 
pensatiooiojurige advocates;  for  per  diem  alfow- 
ance  to  persons  attending  courts  martial  and 
courts  of  inquiry;  for  prinuagaiidl  euiionery  of 
every  description,  and  for  working  the  lithogra- 
phic press;  and  for  books,  maps,  charts,  nrnths- 
matlcal  and  nautical  instruments,  chronometers 
models,  and  drawings;  for  the  purchase  and  re- 
pair  of  fire  engines  and  machinery,  and  for  the 
repair  of  steam  engines  in  navy  yards;  for  the 
purchase  and  maintenance  of  oxen  and  horaee, 

.  and  for  carts,  linilier  wheels,  and  wotkmen's  tools 
of evenr.  description:  for  postage  of  leiten  on  pu b- 
lie  service;  for  pilotage  and  towing  ehips  of  war; 

.  for  taxes  and  assssoments  on  public  property;  for 
assistance  rendered  to  vessels  in  distress;  for  Inci.  - 
denial  labor  at  navy  yards,  not  applicable  to  any 
other  appropriation;  for  coal  and  other  fuel,  and 
for  candles  and  oil  for  the  use  of  navy  yarde  and 
shore  stations;  for  repsira  of  magszines  or  pow- 
der houses;  and  for  no  other  purpose  whatever    •  460iK)0  00 

For  contingent  expenses  for  objects  not  hereinbefore 
enumerated  ......      3^000  60 

For  pev  of  the  officers,  non-commissioned  officers, 
musicians,  and  privatea,  and  subsistence  of  the 
officers  of  tbe  marine  cor|M  .  174,300  00 

For  provisions  for  the  non-commissioned  officers, 
musicians,  snd  privates  seivmg  on  shore,  ser- 
vants, and  washerwomen  ....    45,060  00 

For  clothing 4a660  00 

For  fuel  .....  .     1^270  00 

For  keeping  the  preeent  barracks  in  repair  until 
new  oofs  can  be  erected,  and  for  the  rant  of  tem. 
porary  barracks  at  New  York  10,000  00 

For  the  transporution  of  offictrs,  noo-conimis- 
sioned  officere,  musicians,  and  privates,  and  ex- 
pensee  of  racruitmg  ....      g^oOO  00 

For  medicinee,  hospital  storss^  surgical  Instruments, 

and  pay  oi  matron  .  ....      4,139  00 

For  contingent  expenses  <^  said  corps.  17,917  00 

For  military  stores,  pay  of  armorers,  keeping  arme 
in  repair,  drums,  files,  flag4^  1i(9Hlutremenls,  and 
ordnance  stores       .....      2,000  00 
For compietingthe hospital  at  New  York    •  •     20 000  00 

For  conveying  Schuylkill  water  to  tl  le  naval  asylum 

at  Philadelphia,  and  for  all  necessary  repair^     •      9,760  00 
For  currant  expenses  of  the  hospital  and  Its  depen- 

deiicies  near  Norfolk         ....       j  nqO  00 
For  compleUng  the  hospital  buildings  at  Pauacola, 

and-building  a  wharf  foi  landing  the  side  4,000  QO 

•6>13Q.yBl  64 


For  thM  payment  ofths  revolutionary  and  other  peneionere 
of  the  United  Staue/or  the  year  }B». 
H.  R.  893. 
For  revolutionary  prnslonera,  onder  the  several 

acts  cither  than  thone  of  the  llth  of  May,  IS28; 

tho7ih  of  June,  1832;  and  the  4th  of  Jnly,  1636  •  326,260  00 
For  the  invalid  peosionera^  under  various  laws  .  300,666  63 
For  pensiona  to  whiows  and  orphans,  under  the  act 

ordie  4th  of  July,  1835       •  490,064  62 

For  five  yean'  ponirione  to  widbwa^  per  act  17th  of 

July,  1838 1,372,000  00 


2M 


CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBE. 


For  hftif'pay  peoiioiMlmTftble  through  tbe.oflke  of 
BThutl  Auditor^ 


thel 


10^000  OO 


»2,499.0a0  15 


Far  the  current  and  contingent  expenaea  of  the  Indian  De- 
partment^andforfuifiUinM  trcfUy  etiyttUtion^  vUh  the 
varieua  Indian  trihte^Jcrthe  year  1839> 
H.  R.  896. 

For  the  current  and  contingent  ezpenees  of  the  In- 
dian Department,  tiz: 

For  the  pay  of  the  superintendent  of  Indian  AflTaire 
at  0t.  Louia,  and  toe  mverol  Indian  agenf  -^ 


Borided  by  the  act«  of  June  30, 
arch  3, 1837 


ISM, 


tnia.  as 
ana  of 


•16,500  00 

13,000  00 

9,300  00 
6,000  00 


For  the  pay  of  sub^agenta,  authorized  by  the  act  of 

June3a,18M 
Fdr  the  pay  of  interpretera,  aa  authorixedi)y  the 
same  act      ...... 

For  presents  to  Indians,  authorised  by  the  same  act 

For  the  purchase  of  provtsiona  for  Indians  at  the 

disfribution  of  annuities,  while  on  irisits  of  buai- 

noes  with  the  superintendents  and  agents,  and 

when  assembled  on  public  business  11,600  00 

For  the  necessary  buildingi  leauired  at  the  ..seYeral 

agencies,  and  repairs  thereof  •  10^000  00 

For  postaaea,  renia,  stationery,  fuel  for  offleei^  and 
other  conungoncies  of  the  Indian  Department, 
and  for  iransporution  and  incidental  ttzpenses  •     36,500  60 
For  the  salary  of  one  cleric  in  the  office  of  the  su- 
perinteadent  of  Indian  affairs  south  of  the  Mis* 

souri  river •      1,000  00 

For  carrying  into  effect  the  stipulations  of  certain 
Indian  ireatieB,and  the  lawv  connected  thwewlth, 
via: 
For  the  Six  Nations  of  New  York    -  4,600  00 

FortheSenecasofNewYork  6^000  00 

For  the  Ottawaa 4,3IX)  00 

FortheWyaodota 6,8(0  nn 

Fur  tho  Wvandotff,  Mun«eea,  and  Delawares  1,000  00 

Fbr  the  Christian  Indiana      -  •  -400  00 

FortheMiamies  -  -40,110  00 

For  the  Eel  Rivers 1,100  00 

For  the  Poitawatamiea  •     20,S00  00 

For  the  Pottawatamies  of  Huron      -  -400  00 

For  the  Pottawaiamies  of  the  Prairie  •     16,008  00 

For  the  Pottawatamies  of  the  Wabash  -     20,000  00 

For  the  Pottawatamies  of  Indiana     •  17,000  00 

For  the  Ciiippewas,  Ouawaa,  and  Pottawatamlee  •     34,2-0  00 
For  the  Winnebagoes  ....     92,86000 

Fur  the  Menomonies  •  •  .  .  -     32,660  00 

Fui:  the  Chippewas  of  the  Mtssisaippl  •     36,000  00 

FuriheChip|)ewasof  ISaganaw       -  •  •      5,800  00 

For  the  Chippewas,  Menomonies,   Wlnnebagoesi 
and  New  York  Indiana       ....      1,80000 

Forthe9iotizoftheMi8«l8aippi  •     42,510  00 

Forthe  Yanctonand.SantieSioux  •   4,840  00 

FortheOmahaa  .....    3,94000 

For  the  Sacs  and  Foxes  of  the  Missouri  •  12,570  00 

Forihelowas     ......    8,95000 

For  tlie  Sacs  and  Poxes  of  the  Mississippi  -  54,6W  00 

For  the  Saca,  Foxes,  Sioux,  lowas,  Omahas,  and  Ot- 

toes,  and  Misaourlea 3.000  00 

FortheOtu)eaandMi8sourieB  ....  5,64000 
For  the  Kanzaa  -  •    6,040  00 

ForiheO«gea  -■         ^  -14.496(0 

FortheKickupoos  -  •    5,000  00 

FortheKask'skiasandPeoria?  -  •    3,000  00 

For  the  Piankeshaws     .  .  -  -  .      808,10 

FortheW'eas     -  -    3,000  00 

For  the  Ddawares         ■  .  .  .  .  ]0^444  00 

For  the  Ahawnees  .....  7,t80  00 
For  the  Benecaa  and  Shawnees  .    2,060  00 

For  the  Senecas 2,660  00 

For  the  Choctaws  .....  57,625  08 
For  the  Chickasaws  .....  6,000  00 
Forthc  Creeks  .  -46,440  00 

Fur  the  Quapaws  .....    4.66800 

For  the  Florida  Indians  ....    g,6i0  00 

Fur  the  Pawnees  .....  12,000  00 

For  the  Cherokeca 7,64n  00 

For  the  Ottawas  and  Chippewaa  •  62,46^  00 

For  the  CadJoea 10,000  00 

For  the  following  expenditures  in  Ihe  Indian  DefVirt- 
ment,the  appropriations  haying  been  carried  to  the 
surplus  fund  on  the  31st  December  last,  viz: 
For  blacksmiths'  eatabliahmenta  •  •     27,606  66 

Fur  treaty  stipulations  -  -     16^482  84 

For  the  expenses  of  treating  with  the  Chippewaa  of 

Saganaw 97  13 

For  the  expenses  of  Indian  d^utalions  2.630  00 

For  the  education  of  Indian  youths  •  -     20,54125 

For  holding  treaties  with  certain  Indian  tribes  •  447  60 
For  locating  reservations  ....  206  13 
Fur  purchase  I 'f  rifles  for  PoUawatamies    .  112  38 

For  carrying  into  effect  the  tmity  with  the  Ottewaa 

andCbippewas 43.701  21 

For  the  removalof  the  Choctaws  fVom  Miesiseippi  1^.910  00 
For  the  removal  and  eubaistence  of  Indiana  .  •     77,866  70 

For  carrving  into  effect  the  treaty  with  the  Bliami 

Indian's  or  the  6Lh  of  November,  1833,  viz: 
For  the  payment  to  be  made  upon  the  ratification  of 
the  treaty,  by  a  provision  contained  in  the  3d  arti- 
cle of  the  same        .....     60,00000 
For  the  firaiof  ten  annual  instalments,  stipulated  to 

be  paid  by  the  same  article  •  •     12^568  00 

For  the  payment  of  claims  provided  for  in  the  4th 

andSthartides 150,000  00 

For  tfie  expeoaes  o(  valuing  buildings  and  improve- 
ments upon  the  ceded  lands,  and  Tor  the  erection 
of  others,  aa  stipulated  by  the  7th  anicle  -  3,300  00 

For  the  expenses  of  surveying  and  mailring  the 
boundary  lines  of  the  Miami  lands  in  the  Stale  of 
Indiana,  as  stipulated  by  the  9th  article    -  200  00 

For  the  expanses  attending  the  examination  of 
claims  which  have  accrued  aince  (be  23d  day  of     - 

October,  183&  2,500  00 

For  the  expenses  of  tha  ooamMtm  to  examine 
claims  under  the  treaty  with  the  Miamles  of-  tiia 
10th  day  of  November,  1837,  not  covered  by  for- 
mer approptlationaibr  thai  Qbjfact  3,000  00 


For  thepayiiient  of  the  Pottawatamies  of  Indiana 
for  the  corn  crop  abandoned  by  them  upon  their 
emigration  west  of  the  Miasia^iopi,  which  was 
appraised  by  agents  appointed  by  the  Govern. 

•  ment 742  60 

For  tlie  payment  to  the  same  Indiana  of  the  value 
of  12  log-houses  appraised  in  the  same  manner, 
and  destfoysd  before  their  removal  600  00 

For  (he  exiienses  of  the  removal  and  subaiateoce  of 
thaselndUns  .  -    50,000  00 

For  the  expenses  of  fencing'and  breakbg  up  ground 
for  tillage  for  the  Omaha  Indians,  aa  stipulated  by 
tha  3d  article  of  the  treaty  with  them  of  1836,  in 
addition  to  the  aum  of  81,2  0,  appropriated  in  the        „^  ^ 
year  1837 800  00 

For  the  aalacy  ofthe  farmer  to  be  mipported  among 
the  said  Indiani,  aa  stipulated  by  the  san«e  article 
ofthe  same  treaiv  -  -        800  00 

For  the  balance  of  the  expenses  incurred  by  the 
commioBlon  lor  the  examination  of  daima  under 
the  2d  article  of  the  treaty  with  the  Sac  and  Fox 
Indians  of  the  Mississippi,  of  October,  1837,  over 
and  above  the  former  appropriation  for  thai  ob- 
Jeci  .      *^*^.  '^      .   -      .  -      1,600  00 

For  the  support  of  a  miller  for  the  Sac  and  Fox  In* 
dians  ofMlasiBaippi,  aa  stipulated  by  the  3d  aru> 
cle  ofthe  treaty  o!  September,  1836  >  600  00 

For  the  expenses  of  procuring  rations  for  these  In- 
diana for  one  year,  aa  stipulated  by  the  3d  arude 
ofthe  same  treaty,  over  and  above  the  provision 
heretofore  made  for  thai  object     •  '     14,657  37 

For  the  balance  ofthe  expenses  incurred  in  exanin. 
ing  claims  under  the  2d  article  of  the  treaty  of 
September,  1837,  with  the  Sioux  Indiana,  by  the 
oommlssion  appointed  for  that  purpose,  over  and 
above  the  former  fM>propriation  for  thatobiect    •         500  00 

For  compensation  to  a  commissioner  and  clerk  to 
'be  appointed  to  re-examine  the  claims  under  the  « 

last  mentioned  iieaty,  the  Te-exaniiaation  to  be 
made  in  the  Indian  country  5,600  00 

For  the  payment  ofthe  expenses  of  the  investigar 
tion  into  frauds  practised  in  the  reservaiiona  of 
the  Creek  Indians  for  the  year  1839  .      6,000  00 

Fei  the  payment  of  the  expeoaes  of  the  removal 
and  subsistence  of  the  Creek  Indians,  to  be  ap- 
plied in  payment  of  claims  settled  by  the  aocouni- 
lag  officers,  and  to  reimburse  to  other  appropria- 
tions funds  used  for  tiie  removal  and  subsiatenoe 
of  these  Indians,  induding  oulatanding  daima  not 
yetaetUed    -  •  -  -  -  •    86,000  00 

For  carrying  into  effect  the  treaty  with  the  Creek 
Indians  ofthe  23d  dav  of  November,  1838^  viz: 

lb  make  the  payment  in  stock  animaJiL  supulatad 
to  be  made  by  the  2d  article  of  the  said  treaty       •    50,000  00 

To  pay  the  faiterest  at  6  per  ibnt.  for  one  year  ujpon 
the  sum  of  8350,000,  pursuant  to  the  stipulauona 
of  the  3d  article  of  the  said  (reaty^  •  •     17,600  00 

To  pay  the  daima  ofthe  Mcintosh  party,  porsuant 
to  the  stipulations  in  the  5th  anide  of  tlie  raid 
treaty 21,103  83 

To  purcha9e  stock  animals  for  the  Creeks  removed 
aa  hoetiles,  aa  stipulated  by  the  6th  article  of  the 
treaty    ^  .      '^  -  -  .     lO^IO  00 

To  meet  the  expenses  of  the  purchase  and  distribu- 
tion of  stocir  animals,  aceording  to  the  require* 
menisofthe2dand6tharUcles     •  -      3^00 

For  the  payment  to  tho  Cherokee  Indiana  of  tho 
value  of  the  improveroeata  upon  the  missionarv 
reservations^  pursuant  to  astipulation  in  the  4th 
article  ofthe  treaty  of  December,  1835,  in  addi- 
tion to  the  former  appropriation  for  that  object  -     15^111  25 

For  compensation  to  the  commissioner  under  the 
above  treaty,  in  addition  to  the  appiopriationa  of 
1836  and  1838.  for  that  object        •  .  .      8,000  00 

For  carfj'ing  into  effect  the  treaty  of  tlie  7th  day  of 
Febmaryj  1839,  with  the  Chippewaa  of  Saganaw, 
viz:  ,  • 

For  the  payment  of  the  purchase  money  of  forty 
acres  of  land  ceded  by  the  first  article  of  the  treaty        320  60 

For  expenses  incurred  in  the  negotiation  of  the 
treaty  •  •  .125  00 

For  carrying  into  effect  the  treaty  with  the  Great 
and  Little  Osages  of  the  I  lib  day  of  Jannary,  1839, 
viz: 

For  the'paymeot  oPthe  annuity  stipol^ed  in.  the 
secondariide 20,000  00 

Fbrtlia  support  of  two  blacksmith  establishments, 
building  a  grist  and  saw  mill,  pay  of  altendania 
and  aasisumts,  tools  for  the  mills,  and  the  erection 
ofmill-housea  7,800  00 

For  furnishing  cows,  calves,  hogs,  ploughs,  har- 
nesses, axes,  and  hoea,aasti]:<ulatrd  by  the  treaty  i    7,300  00 

For  the  erection  of  houses  for.chieft,  aud  furnishing 
wag<ms,  cartas  oxen,  and  chains,  as  stipulated  by' 
the  treaty 6,980  00 

For  the  payment  of  claims  for  depredations  -    30^000  00 

For  the  expenaea  of  a  commissioner  to  examine  and 
aettle  ihoeeclaims 2,600  00 

For  the  payment  of  the  purchase  money  for  reser- 
vations     43,520  00 

For  the  reimbursement  of  the  annuiiy  deducted  in 
the  year  1825 3^000  00 

For  the  reimbursement  to  the  Clermont  band  of  the 
annuity  deducted  In  the  year  1869  •  3,000  00 

For  the  payment  to  the  Iowa  Indians  of  the  hiterest 
at  five  per  cent  for  one  year  upon  the  aum  of 
•157,500       .  .        '.  .  .      7,876  00 

For  building  ten  houaea  for  the  Iowa  chiefa,  aa  per 
stlpuIaUon  of  the  ttaaty     ...  -      2,00000 

For  the  cononletlon  of  the  surveys  under  the  treaty 
with  the  Dektware  Indians,  and  for  the  expenses 
of  locadnc  the  Mtamies  and  Winnebagoes  .      2^000  00 

To  enable  tlic  Executive  to  purchase  fromWa 
pau.aeh,  a  Pottawatamie,  five  sections  of  land  re- 
served for  him  by  the  2J  article  of  the  treaty  of 
the20thof  October,  1832    -  -      4,000  00 

For  defraying  the  expenses  of  holding  a  treaty, 
nnder  the  direction  ofthe  Secrettry  ef  War,  with 
the  Stockbridge  Indiana     ....      2,000  4|D 

For  the  empl^OMiii  af  phyai<lana  to  i|a«einala.4he 
Indians,  to  be  expended  under  the  direction  ofthe 
SaenuryofWar 6^000  pO 


For  pay  iiw  the  tnvelttnfwtpenBsa  and  board,  while  ' 
detained^in  the  city  or  Washfaigion,  of  the  dele- 
gations of  (he  Sioekbildge,  Munsae,  and  Seneca 
tribes  of  Indiana,  in  proponion  to  th^  diMance 
ihev  have  travelled,  or  may  trav  l,  in  retumbig 
to  their  reapeciive  tribea.  a  sum  -not  exceeding    ■ 

To  enable  the  Secretary  or  War  to  have  executed 
nnder  his  direction  twelve  maps  for  the  use  of  the 
War  Department,  and  of  the  Senate,  showing  the 
poeidon  of  the  lands  of  each  Indian  tribe  in  amity 
with  the  United  states  ... 

For  defraying  the  expenses  of  surveying  and  mark. 


2^00 


I,0K)&1 


ofthe  Miasisaippi 


ing  the  botttiddiies  between  the  Indian  tribes  « 
oith 

U.R.]1K». 

For  the  location  and  temporary  mipport  ofthe  Se. 
mtnole  Indians  removed  ftonx  Florida 
'     H.  R.  1090. 
For  the  purpoae  of  holding  a  treaty  with  the  Semi 
nole  Indiana  ..... 


lOOQOOO 


KMWIOO 


6,00000 


il,7«.007ao 


For  preventing  and  auppreeeing  Indian  heetiUties  for  tU 
year  1839. 
H.   a.    1090. 

For  forage  ibr  the  boraea  of  the  second  dngoons, 
monnted  volunieerp,  and  militia  officers  entitied 
to  forage  in  kind,  and  for  horses,  mules,  and  oxen, 
in  the  service  of  traina       ....  f3SE^l  06 

For  freight  or  tranoportation  of  militanr  supplies  of 
every  description,  from  the  places  oi  purchaae  to  ' 
Florida 2U,GB00 

For  the  purchaae  of  wagona,  harness,  boala,  and 
lighters,  hones  to  keep  up  the  trains,  tools,  leath- 
er, and  other  mateiiaia  for  repairs  '    92,000  01 

For  the  transportation  of  supplies  from  the  prindpd 
depots  to  the  several  poata.  as  well  as  troope, 
when'  they  move  by  water,  induding  the  hire  of 
Bteamboata  and  other  vessels  for  tlie  service  in 
the  rivers  and  on  the  coasts,  and  the  expenses  of 
maintamiug  and  sailing  the  aeveral  steamers  and 
transport  schooners  connected  with  the  opera- 
tions of  the  army    ■       .    •  •  300^000  00 

For  the  hire  of  mechanic^  laborers,  mule  drivers, 
teamsters,  and  other  awietanta,  including  their 
subsistence,  and  for  soldiers  on  exuna  duty,  con- 
formably to  law      lOQ^OOOOd 

For  the  transportation  ofthe  miUtta  or  volunleecs 
while  marddng  to  and  finom  tiie  scene  of  opera- 
lions.  ...  ...    30,00000 

For  miscellaneoua  expenses  of  all  kinda,  not  em- 
braced under  the  foregoidg  heada,  andwhirh, 
from  their  oontingera  charactari  OHuiot  be  speci- 
fied -  -  .  -  -       -•    40^00000 

For  accoutrements  and  arms  for  infantry  and  ca- 
valry, including  militia  infantry  and  cavaly^ 
ammunition  for  men  and  field  artillery,  and  re- 
pairs of  arm%  and  for  contingencies  •    71,000  Oft 

For  the  pay  or  auch  miliamen  and  volonioen  as 
may  have  been  or  may  be  called  into  the  service 
of  the  Uoiud  Statea  •  •  -  114,31;}  00 

For  the  purchase  and  maintaining  in  active  service 
three  vessels  of  li^hi  draught  of  water,  to  cruise 
along  the  coast  of  Florida,  for  the  protection  of  th^  ' 

lives  aud  proper^  of  the  dtizens  -  •  -    £0^600  00 

For  paying  the  value  of  the  horeea  and  equipage  of 
the  Tennessee  and  other  volunteers  who  have  at 
anv  time  been  in  the  service  ofthe  United  States 
in  the  Territory  of  Florida,  and  which  were  turned 
over  to  the  Government  by  order  of  ihe  command- 
ing general  or  other  commanding  ofllcer,  aaid  va- 
lue to  be  aacextained  by  tJie  appraisamenl  of  nid 
value  when  the  volunteers  enterad  the  aervtca 


6i,8567y<q 


Td  premote  the  proarem  of  the  ue^wL  arte, 
S.  286. 

For  two  aaaisiant  examinera,  each  to  leoeive  an  an- 
nual salary  of  8^50  .  -  •   8S 

For  publishing  a  dassified  and  alfhabetical  llsi  of 
patents  -  •  -  -  -I 

To  pay  for  the^usa  and  occupation  of  rooma  in  ttie 
Cuv  Hall  by  the  Patent  Office       .  .  •      : 

For  tlie  purchase  of  necessary  bnofca  for  thf  lifacary 
of  Che  Patent  Office  -     1 

For  the  collection  of  agricultural  aiatiatics,  and  for 
other  agricultural  parpooea  .  .     1 

Tb  th«  chief  justice  ofthe  district  court,  foraorvices 
in  relation  to  the  Patent  Office 


Private  daima* 
Private  claims 


Uouae  of  Repreaentativee. 


ftECAPITUUlTlON. 

Civil  and  diplomatic 

Army,  foitificaiions,  and  Military  Academy 
Navy  .  -        '• 

Revolutionary  and  other pensionera 
Current  exiMsnses  of  the  Indian  Department 
Preventing  and  suppressing  Indian  hoatilitiea 
To  promote  the  progrera  of  the  iiMeful  arte 
Private  daima        .... 


.t^i 


9xm:MJB 


*JBa«»al.aeui  were  passed  for  the  ^ulement  of  vemt 
-eMms;  -buias  the  amounta  are  to  bo  aaeartoined  by  ■<"?» 
ll^ttliaM(S»oang  officere,  the  aggcsgnt*  cannoA  be  cuoK  on 
in  thiaetatanient. 
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War  Dbpartuemt,        > 
Jfrnmber  28, 1838. } 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  eabroit  to  you  the  fol- 
lowing report  apon  the  aeveral  branehee  of  the 
pcfbiic  service  confided  to  the  euperiotendenee  of 
the  War  Department. 

The  provieione  of  Congrees  for  the  mcreaeeand 
drganizatioD  of  the  army  have  been  carried  into 
executaon,  aa  far  as  the  hmited  time  since  the  pas- 
sage of  the  act,  and  thecireuraatancesof  the  coun- 
try, would  permit.  The  eighth  regiment  of  infan-  , 
try,  authorised  by  ]|iw,  has  been  raised,  officered, 
and  equipped  for  the  field,  as  have  four  additional 
companies  of  artillery.  The  staff  of  the  army 
has  been  completed  in  every  department,  accord- 
ing to  the  intentions  of  Congress,  and  will  form  a 
moat  efficient  branch  of  the  service.  In  execution 
of  the  law  of  March  3, 1821,  which  sa^rs  **  That 
'  each  regiment  of  artillery  shall  consist  of  one 
'colonel,  one  lieutenant  colonel,  one  major,  one 

*  sergeant  major,  one  quartermaster  seigeant,  and 

*  nine  companies,  ont  of  lokich  shail  bt  desigfytUd 
■  and  equipped  a$ Ught  artmery^^*  i  have  caused  one 
company  of  artillery  to  be  mounted,  and  armed 
with  their  appi^priate  arm.  It  is  very  desirable 
that  the  intentions  of  this  provision  of  ths  law, 
which  have  been  so  long  postponed,  should  be 
carried  into  effect  without  further  delay;  and  I 
woald  recommend  that  thia  description  of  force, 
so  important  in  the  composition  of  an  army,  and 
so  efficient  in  the  field,  be  increased  by  separating 
two  companies  from  each  v^iment  of  artillery, 
and  forming  with  them  two  battalions  of  light 
artillery,  one  to  be  stationed  in  the  western,  and 
the  other  in  the  eastern  division  of  the  army. 

The  only  additional  increase  of  the  army  at- 
tending this  arrangement,  which  is  cAlculated  to 
add  very  considerably  to  its  effective  strength, 
will  be  that  of  the  field  officers  of  the  battalions. 

The  army  has  been  actively  and  usefully  em- 
ployed, as  will  be  seen  from  the  report  of  the 
Commanding  General,  partly  on  the  southwestern 
and  northern  frontiers,  and  partly  in  the  Cherokee 
country.  With  a  view  to  render  it  more  efficient, 
1  wottfa  recommend  that  the  places  and  manner 
of  quartering  and  stationing  the  troops  in  time  of 
peace  be  changed.  Scattered  in  small  detachments 
and  distant  posts,  it  would  be  impracticable  to 
unite  any  part  of  it  in  sufficient  strength  to  make 
an  cffecuve  resistance  upon  any  one  point  of  either 
frontier;  and  cquall]^  so  to  impart  to  them  that 
discipline  and  skill  in  military  maneuvers  which 
they  will  have  to  practice  in  time  of  war,  and 
which  will  enable  them  to  meet  an  enemy  in  the 
field  on  equal  terms.  The  object  of  our  fortresses 
ia  to  defend  our  harbors,  and  to  arrest  the  first 
progress  of  an  enemy's  arms;  and  this  may  be 
effected  by  small  garrisons  of  regular  troops,  aided 
by  a  well-trained  militia.  Our  militia,  covered  by 
works  and  fortifications,  have  proved  themselves, 
from  their  dexterity  in  firing,  to  be  superior  to  the 
best  European  troops;  but  it  cannot  stand  against 
them  in  the  field,  from  its  wont  of  instruction  and 
military  oreanization.  If,  therefore,  the  army  is 
No.  I 


to  remain  shut  up  in  fortresses,  and  militia  to  be 
depended  upon  to  march  to  their  relief,  in  case  of 
invasion,  we  fail  to  avail  ourselves  of  the  advant- 
a,ges  that  may  be  derived  from  the  different  quali- 
ties of  these  troops.  In  the  present  state  of  the 
art  of  war,  no  fortress  is  impregnable,  and  each  in 
its  turn  would  b«  forced  to  yield,  if  attacked,  unless 
there  was  an  army  ready  to  march  to  iu  relief;  for 
the  militia,  although  perfectly  competent  to  defend 
the  forts,  would  be  found  incapable  of  contending 
with  disciplined  troops  in  the  field ,  or  of  storming  an 
intrenched  camp.  My  object  would  be,  therefore, 
so  to  station  the  troops,  that  they  should  form  a 
center  around  which  the  militia  may  rally,  and  the 
combined  forces  march  to  the  relief  of  any  point 
that  may  be  menaced  or  attacked.  The  points 
which  appear  to  me  best  calculated  for  such  sta- 
tions as  are  here  indicated,  are,  in'the State  o(  New 
York,  on  Lake  Champlain,  whence  troops  may  be 
moved  with  facility  towards  the  northern  or  east- 
ern frontier,  and  to  protect  the  sea-board.  In 
Pennsylvania,  at  Carlisle,  where  exist  already 
good  barracks,  and  from  whence  troops  may  be 
moved  rapidly  upon  any  point  of  the  coast  north 
of  the  Chesapeake.  In  the  State  of  South  Carolina 
or  Georgia,  not  far  from  the  head  waters  of  the 
Savannah  river,  a  commanding  position  may  be 
occupied,  from  whence  troops  might  be  trans- 
ported to  any  point  between  the  Chesapeake  and 
Florida,  with  nearly  equal  expedition.  The  fourth 
station  I  would  recommend  is  Jefferson  barracks, 
a  central  post  as  regards  the  southwestern  frontier, 
Louisiana,  and  all  the  western  States;  presenting 
extensive  lines  of  water  communication,  whicn 
greatly  facilitate  the  movements  of  the  troops  upon 
any  point  of  the  western  division.  These  stations, 
supplied  with  a  competent  regular  force,  and,  when 
the  occasion  requires  it,  augmented  by  the  hardy 
militia  collected  from  the  neighboring  States,  would 
be  able  to  contend  successfully  with  anv  force  that 
could  be  sent  against  this  country;  whilst  small 
garrisons  of  regulars,  aided  by  the  volunteers  and 
militia  of  the  maritime  and  inland  frontiers,  might 
occupy  the  forts  and  defend  them  until  the  corpt 
d'armee  nearest  the  point  attacked  could  march  to 
their  relief.  In  no  other  way  can  an  extensive  line 
of  frontier,  like  that  of  the  United  States,  be  de- 
fended by  a  small  army  such  as  ours.  To  carry 
thia  measure  into  effect,  it  will  be  necessary  to  ask 
of  Congress  an  appropriation  for  the  purpose  of 
erecting  and  extending  theaccommodaUons  for  the 
troops  at  the  points  indicated. 

The  sparse  population  of  the  western  frontier 
and  the  number,  character,  and  proximity  of  the 
enemy  we  have  to  guard  against  in  that  quarter, 
will  require  that  the  garrisons  of  the  several  posts 
should  be  stronger  than  on  the  maritime  or  north- 
ern and  eastern  frontiers;  and  it  is  respectfully 
recommended  that  the  measures  proposed  by  the 
Department  for  the  defense  of  that  frontier,  the 
last  year,  should  be  persisted  in.  It  is  to  be  re- 
gretted that  those  measures  were  not  sanctioned  by 
Congress  at  its  last  session.  The  law  of  the  2d 
July,  1836,  is  in  progress  of  execution,  and  every 
exertion  has  been  made  to  meet  the  wishes  of  the 
fraroers  of  it.  The  survey  of  the  whole  line  of 
road  has  been  fnade,  and  part  of  it  under  contract. 


I  should  not,  however,  dischaige  my  duty  as  tht 
officer  charged  with  this  branch  of  ths  public  ser- 
vice, if  1  refrained  from  reiterating  my  opinion, 
that  ths  plan  proposed  by  that  law  would  not  only 
be  inefficient,  but,  if  carried  out  to  its  full  extent, 
would  produce  immediate  hostilities  with  the  In- 
dian tribes  on  that  frontier.  So  confident  am  I 
that  the  withdrawal  of  the  garrison  from  Fort  Gib- 
son would  be  the  signal  of  an  outbreak  on  the  part 
of  the  Indians,  that  1  have  ventured  to  suspend 
the  execution  of  that  part  of  the  law  until  an  oppor^ 
tunity  could  be  given  to  'Congress  to  reconsider 
that  order;  and  would  respectfully  suggest  that 
the  position  of  the  posts,  the  direction  of  the  lines 
of  communication,  and  all  the  details  relating  to 
the  defenses  of  the  frontiers,  should  be  left  to  that 
departraentof  the  Government  which  is  responsible 
for  the  peace  and  defense  of  the  country.  1  will 
briefiy  recapitulate  the  plan  of  defense  proposed 
by  me,  in  order  to  biing  it  again  to  the  iiotice 
of  Congress,  with  an  expression  of  my  convic-  ' 
tion  that,  if  adopted,  it  will  prove  effectual  for 
the  protection  of  the  settlement  on  that  frontier, 
and  will  impose  such  a  restraint  upon  the  Indians 
as  to  keep  them  quiet  and  peaceable,  as  well  as 
to  enable  the  authorities  of  the  United  Slates  fully 
to  comply  with  their  treaty  stipulations  with  those 
tribes,  and  protect  them  against  intrusion  froift  the 
whites. 

I  propose  that  the  existing  fortresses  within  the 
Indian  territory  should  be  enlarged  and  strength- 
ened, and  others  erected  at  the  Illinois  river,  near 
the  line  of  the  State  of  Arkansas;  at  Table  creek, 
near  ths  Missouri  river,  below  the  Platte;  and  at 
the  upper  forks  of  the  Dee  Moines;  these  stations 
to  be  connected  by  good  roads,  perpendicular  to 
the  line  of  defense,  and  connecting  it  with  an  in- 
terior line  of  posts  to  be  established  at  convenient 
points,  to  serve  as  places  of  refuge  for  the  inhabit- 
ants in  periods  of  alarm  or  danger,  where  they 
could  remain  in  safety  until  relieved  by  the  regu- 
lar troops.  This,  with  some  additional  depots  of 
arms  at  points  judiciously  selected,  and  a  good 
organization  of  ths  neighboring  militia,  would 
furnish  ample  security  and  protection  to  the  bor- 
dering States.  The  works  on  the  exterior  line, 
especially,  should  be  built  of  permanent  materials, 
and  in  a  manner  to  insure  the  health  and  comfort 
of  the  soldier,  and  to  be  defended  by  a  small  gar- 
rison. 

In  order  to  maintain  these  remote  posts  at  the 
least  possible  expense,  as  well  as  to  secure  per- 
manent and  seasonable  supplies,  I  would  recom- 
mend that  a  farm  be  attached  to  each  of  them,  to 
be  worked  by  a  given  number  of  laborers,  under 
a  competent  superintendent,  with  the  assistance 
of  the  soldiers  at  seed-time  and  harvest.  For  this 
purpose  it  will  be  necessary  to  have  the  authority 
of  Congress  to  hire  the  necessary  number  of  labor- 
ers, it  having  been  found  by  experience  that  the 
constant  employment  of  soldiers  in  the  cultivation 
of  the  soil  is  incompatible  with  discipline  or  the 
acquisition  of  military  skill.  They  may,  how- 
ever, be  made  very  useful  at  particular  seasons 
of  the  year,  without  any  detriment  to  the  service. 

I  have  seen  no  reason  to  change  my  views  as  to 
the  proper  organization  of  a  militia  or  volunteer 
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force,  to  serve  as  auxiliaries  to  the  system  pro-  ! 
posed  for  the  defense  of  the  maritime  and  inland 
frontiers.  It  would,  doubtless,  be  desirable  to  | 
adopt  some  uniform  system  of  organization,  | 
which  would  render  effective  the  whole  militta  of  i 
the  Unit^  States;  but  no  plan  has  yet  been  sug-  { 
gested  that  can  be  carried  into  effect  throughout 
the  whole  of  our  extensive  country.  That  which 
appears  to  present  the  greatest  advantages,  and 
has  been  frequently  pressed  upon  the  atJLention  of 
Congress  by  my  preaecessors  in  office,  appears  to 
me  to  be  only  applicable  to  the  thickly-settled 
portions  of  our  country;  for  if  it  were  attempted 
to  divide  the  militia  into  classes  in  some  parts  of 
our  southern  country  and  on  our  borders,  where 
their  services  are  most  likely  to  bt  required,  it 
would  be  found  difficult  to  assemble  a  single  com- 
pany of  the  junior  class  within  a  space  of  one 
hundred  miles.  It  is  to  be  feared  that  the  whole 
militia  of  the  United  States  will  be  found  too  un-  | 
wield y  a  body  to  be  successfully  organized  at  i 
once  b|r  any  plan  that  can  be  devised;  and  for  | 
some  time  to  come  it  had  better  be  left  to  the  direc-  i 
tion  of  the  several  States,  adopting  only  a  uniform 
armament  and  uniform  drill,  until  a  system  be  i 
introduced  on  the  frontiers  which  may  be  grad- 
ually extended  over  the  whole  country.  A  com- 
mencement may  be  made  by  enrolling  twenty 
thousand  men,  taken  from  among  the  inhabitants 
and  settlers  of  the  frontier  and  the  country  around 
the  permanent  stations  in  the  interior.  Six  con- 
secutive days  in  the  year  would  be  sufficient  for 
their  drill,  provided  the  commissioned  and  non- 
commissioned officers  be  assembled  for  instruction 
at  the  nearest  military  post  for  the  term  of  thirty 
days  in  the  year.  During  the  time  the  privates 
and  officers  are  in  service,  they  should  receive  the 
pay  and  rations  of  soldiers  and  officers  of  the 
army  of  the  same  grade  respectively.  These 
forces  would  not  be  withdrawn  from  the  States 
where  they  are  raised,  and  may  be  called  into  ser- 
vice by  the  Governors,  upo^n  the  requisition  of 
the  President.  In  this  manner  would  be  formed 
a  well-disciplined  body  of  milUia,  capable  of  act- 
ing as  an  auxiliary  force  both  to  the  regulars 
stationed  in  the  four  posts  above  designated,  and 
to  the  garrisons  stationed  in  the  maritime  and  fron- 
tier fortresses,  and  a  system  commenced,  which, 
if  it  work  well,  may  gradually  be  extended  so  as 
to  eyibrace  the  whole  militia  of  the  United  States. 
A  considerable  portion  of  the  troops  have  been 
employed  in  Florida  under  that  indefatigable  and 
zeaJous  officer.  General  Taylor.  Engaged  in  a 
harassing  service  during  the  sickly  season  of  that 
unhealthy  climate,  they  have  displayed  a  spirit 
of  endunng  courage  and  perseverance  highly  cre- 
ditable to  the  American  soldier.  The  theater  of 
this  war  is  a  country  of  dense  forests,  swamps, 
and  morasses;  the  enemy  active,  subtile,, cruel, 
and  invisible;  and  the  mode  of  warfare  one  of  pur- 
suit, by  following  the  track  of  an  unseen  foe.  It 
is,  in  short,  a  contest  entirely  devoid  of  all  the  in- 
centives which  usually  repay  the  soldier  for  the 
toils,  privations,  and  dangers  to  which  his  duty 
exposes  him.  But  the  Government  has  no  alter- 
native. The  Indians  must  be  expelled  from  Flor- 
ida, and  the  army  will  make  any  sacrifice  that  is 
required  to  protect  the  inhabitants  of  that  Terri- 
tory from  these  ruthless  savages,  and  to  maintain, 
untarnished,  the  honor  of  their  arms.  During  the 
past  summer,  profiting  by  the  unhealthiness  of 
the  season,  the  Indians  made  several  incursions 
into  the  settlements,  committing  the  most  cruel 
murders,  and,  as  is  usual  with  them,  sparing 
neither  age  nor  sex.  They  attacked  the  light- 
houses, and  murdered  the  crews  of  the  vessels 
which  were  unfortunately  driven  on  shore,  and 
wrecked  on  that  dangerous  coast.  The  necessary 
protection  due  by  the  Government  to  the  com- 
merce of  the  country,  and  to  the  citizens  of  Flor- 
ida, demands  that  tne  utmost  exertions  be  made 
to  drive  these  merciless  savages  from  a  country 
which  they  have  so  cruelly  afflicted.  No  pains 
will  be  spared  to  effect  this  object,  but  it  does  not 
appear  that  the  means  hitherto  adopted  are  calcu- 
lated to  do  so.  A  vigorous  effort  was  made  last 
year  with  a  formidable  force  of  regular  troops  and 
mounted  volunteers.  Every  scheme  was  tried 
that  a  skillful  and  vigilant  commander  could  de- 
vise, and  that  brave  and  active  soldiers  could  ex- 
ecute.   Tht  moraases  were  traversed;  the  forests 
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and  swamps  penetrated  in  every  direction;  the 
Indians  beaten  whenever  they  could  be  overtaken, 
and  many  of  them  forced  to  surrender,  who  were 
afterwards  sent  out  of  the  country;  but  still,  as 
soon  as  the  sickly  season  set  in,  it  was  found  that 
some  of  these  savages  had  eluded  the  vigilance  of 
our  troops,  gained  their  rear,  and  penetrated  into 
the  heart  of  the  settlements,  whsre  their  presence 
was  first  discovered  by  the  murders  they  com- 
mitted and  the  barbarous  cruelties  they  perpe- 
trated upon  the  aged  and  helpless.  They  were 
enabled  to  effect  their  bloody  purposes  only  by 
the  unsettled  state  of  the  country  through  which 
they  passed.  When  this  war  first  broke  out,  the 
Indians  destroyed  all  the  frontier  settlements,  and 
the  inhabitants  beyOnd  them  in  the  interior  aban- 
doned their  homes,  and  were  either  received  into 
the  service  or  supported  at  the  expense  of  the 
Government.  A  valuable  and  fertile  portion  of 
the  Territory  became  a  wilderness, xhrough  which 
the  Indians  wandered  like  wild  beasts  seeking  their 
prey.  Had  these  people  been  compelled  to  re- 
main; to  picket  their  houses;  to  arm  themselves, 
and  form  associations  for  the  mutual  protection 
of  their  firesides,  we  should  have  been  spared  the 
reeital  of  Indian  murders  and  devastations.  This 
is  what  is  now  proposed  to  be  done.  General 
Taylor  has  been  directed  to  invite  the  settlers  to 
return  to  their  homes;  to  receive  them,  when 
there,  into  the  service;  to  cause  them  to  surround 
their  houses  with  stout  pickets;  to  organize  them 
into  battalions  for  mutual  defense;  a  part  of  them 
to  be  kept  under  arms,  while  others  are  employed 
in  cultivating  their  farms.  No  doubt  this  arrange- 
ment will  aid  in  protecting  the  country  from  the 
inroads  of  the  savages;  but  the  farms  which  will 
be  so  occupied  will  be  too  sparse  to  form  an  im- 
penetrable barrier  to  the  Indians;  and  it  is  respeet- 
tully  recommended  that  a  portion  of  land ,  selected 
by  the  officers  of  the  Government,  should  be 
granted  to  such  settlers  as  will  bind  themselves  to 
settle  on  it,  and  to  cultivate  and  defend  it  under 
such  regulations  as  shall  be  made  by  the  Execu- 
tive. 

That  portion  of  the  army  employed  in  the  very 
important  and  delicate  operation  of  removing  the 
Cherokees,  has  acted  throughout  with  the  activity 
and  zeal  which  distinguish  this  branch  of  the  pub- 
lic service.  The  generous  and  enlightened  policy 
evinced  in  the  measures  adopted  by  Congress  to- 
wards that  people,  during  the  last  session,  was 
ably  and  judiciously  carried  into  effect  by  the  Gen- 
eral appointed  to  conduct  their  removal; and  his 
orders  were  executed,  both  by  the  regular  troops 
and  the  volunteers,  in  every  instance,  with  prompt- 
ness and  praiseworthy  humanity.  The  reluc- 
tance of  tm  Indians  to  relinquish  the  land  of 
their  birth  in  the  east,  and  remove  to  their  new 
homes  in  the  west,  was  entirely  overcome  by  the 
judicious  conduct  of  that  officer,  and  they  de- 
parted with  alacrity  under  the  guidance  of  their 
own  chiefs.  The  arrangements  for  this  purpose, 
made  by  General  Scott,  in  compliance  with  his 
previous  instructions,  although  somewhat  costly 
to  the  Indians  themselves,  met  the  entire  appro- 
bation of  the  Department,  as  it  was  deemed  of  the 
last  importance  that  the  Cherokees  should  re- 
move to  the  west  voluntarily,  and  that,  on  their 
arrival  at  the  place  of  their  ultimate  destination, 
they  should  recur  to  the  manner  in  which  they 
had  been  treated  with  kind  and  grateful  feelings. 
Humanity,  no  less  than  sound  policy,  dictated 
this  course  towards  these  children  of  the  forest; 
and  in  carrying  out,  in  this  instance,  with  an  un- 
wavering hand,  the  measures  resolved  upon  by 
the  Government  in  the  hope  of  preserving  the 
Indians,  and  of  maintaining  the  peace  and  tran- 
quillity of  the  whites,  it  will  always  be  gratifying 
to  reflect  that  this  has  been  effected,  not  only 
without  violence,  but  with  every  proper  regara 
for  the  feelings  and  interesu  of  that  people.  The 
unprecedented  drought  which  afflicted  that  part 
of  the  country  during  the  past  season  compelled 
the  General  to  postpone  the  period  of  departure 
of  the  Indians  until  very  lately;  but  since  they 
have  been  on  their  march,  the  most  satisfactory 
intelligence  has  reached  the  Department  of  their 
progress,  and  of  the  good  order  with  which,  un- 
der the  direction  of  their  own  chiefs,  the  parties 
•are  advancing  towards  their  permanent  homes. 

The  peaceful  execution  of  the  removal  of  the 


Cherokees  has  been  interrupted  by  the  treacherous 
conduct  of  a  few  warriors,  who  had  fled  to  the 
mounuins  of  North  Carolina.  A  small  party  of 
Indians,  while  marching  under  escort  to  the  ren- 
dezvous, took  advantage  of  the  kindness  and  hu- 
manity of  our  men,  who  had  lent  their  horses  to 
convey  their  children  more  conveniently,  and  mur- 
dered them  while  walkine  heedlessly  by  their  side. 
The  ofilicer  only  escaped  oy  the  speed  and  activity 
of  bis  horse.  A  detachment  of  troops  has  been 
sent  in  pursuit  of  the  murderers,  and  from  the 
character  of  the  officer  commanding  it,  no  doubt 
is  entertained  that  the  fugitive  Cherokees  will  be 
promptly  arrested.  This  cruel  and  treacherous 
act  is  much  to  be  lamented,  and  forms  a  strong 
contrast  to  the  orderiv  conduct  of  the  rest  of  the 
nation.  The- General  commanding  there  repre- 
sents the  Cherokees  as  equally  indignant  with  the 
whites,  and  anxious,  themselves,  to  be  allowed  to 
march  against  their  countrymen,  and  punish  them 
for  this  wanton  and  cruel  murder. 

The  Gh>vernment,  on  its  part,  has  taken  every 
precautionary  measure  to  comply  fully  with  its 
treaty  stipulations  towards  these  Indians,  and  to 
render  their  new  home  comfortable  and  acceptable 
to  them.  As  soon  as  a  proper  regard  for  the  peacs 
of  that  portion  of  the  country,  and  the  probability 
of  the  successful  execution  of  the  measures  of 
Grovemment  would  admit,  a  part  of  the  troops 
were  removed  to  the  northern  frontier,  and  sta- 
tionsd  by  the  Commanding  General  of  the  Aritfy 
in  a  manner  to  afford  protection  to  that  part  of  th* 
country.  It  was  hoped  that  the  good  sense  and 
respect  for  the  taws  which  characterize  the  Amer- 
ican people,  would  have  rendered  unnecessary  any 
coercive  measures  to  restrain  them  from  taking' 

fart  in  the  disturbances  of  LowemCanada.  But 
regret  to  say  that  not  only  iiave  the  citizens  of 
the  United  Slates,  living  on  that  frontier,  aidcil 
the  feeble  efforts  of  the  Canadians,  which  can 
terminate  only  in  their  misery  and  destraciion, 
but  others  bordering  on  Upper  Canada,  where  no 
disposition  to  revolt  is  known  to  exist,  are  banded 
together  in  secret  societies  for  the  express  purpose 
of  invading  the  province  of  a  friendly  Power, 
which,  but  for  this  unjustifiable  interference,  would 
remain  in  peace  and  tranquillity.  The  means  used 
are  as  reprehensible  as  the  end  proposed  is  nfifa- 
rious;  and  it  is  a  subject  of  regret  with  this  De- 
partment that  it  has  not  at  its  disposal  a  sufficient 
number  of  regular  troops  effectively  to  guard  thi« 
extensive  frontier  from  all  attempts,  on  the  part 
of  our  fellow-citizens,  tending  either  to  disturb 
the  peace  of  Upper  Canada,  or  to  succor  the  in- 
surgents in  the  lower  province — attempts  which 
can  only  lead  to  the  discomfiture  and  death  of  the 
parties  immediately  engaged  in  their  execution, 
and  to  the  shame  and  sorrow  of  those  who,  by 
thoughtlessly  encouraging  these  acts,  have  pro- 
duced such  fearful  consequences. 

In  compliance  with  the  expressed  wish  of  Con- 
gress, the  northern  and  northwestern  frontiers 
have  been  reconnoitered  by  two  able  and  expe- 
rienced officers  of  engineers,  and  the  result  of 
their  observations  will  be  laid  before  Congress  as 
soon  as  the  report  of  the  proceedings  is  received. 

It  will  be  seen,  from  the  accompanying  report 
of  the  Chief  Engineer,  that  the  delay  attending  the 
appropriation  for  the  military  and  civil  works 
under  the  superintendence  of  that  department 
until  the  close  of  the  last  session  of  Congress,  occa- 
sioned the  temporary  suspension  of  those  works 
during  a  great  part  of  the  season  for  efficient 
operations. 

By  my  direction,  the  Board  of  Engineers  pro- 
ceeded to  examine  the  works  of  Fort  Delaware. 
The  purchase  of  the  island  on  which  the  important 
work  is  situated,  is  again  earnestly  recommended 
to  the  attention  of  the  Government. 

The  operations  at  Fort  Monroe  have  been  com- 
menced, according  to  the  intention  of  Congress, 
and  will  be  prosecuted  without  interruption  until 
the  works  are  completed.  Measures  have  been 
taken  to  obtain  the  title  to  the  land  on  which  this 
fort  is  sitcmted,  and  to  effect  the  purchase  of  the 
bridge  connecting  it  with  the  main  land,  as  author- 
ized by  Congress. 

In  compliance  with  the  recommendation  of  the 
Board  of  Engineers,  bv  whom  an  examination  of 
Fort  Calhoun  was  made  in  September,  1837,  the 
mass  of  materials  which  had  been  heaped  upon 
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the  foandntion  to  produce  a  Mttlement,  and  after- 
wards removed,  is  in  the  opurseof  being  replaced. 
Jt  IB  propoacd  now  to  poetpone  the  erection  of  the 
•uperstructure  until  these  foundations  hare  at- 
tained their  final  subsidence. 

The  appropriation  for  Charleston  harbor  was 
intended  exclusively  for  the  protection  of  Sulli- 
Tan's  Island,  and  measures  hsTs  been  taken  by 
the  officer  of  eagineers,  under  whose  general  su- 
perintendence it  is,  to  apply  the  funds  to  that 
purpose.  As  soon  as  the  services  of  an  officer  of 
experience  can  be  made  available,  there  will  be 
one  stationed  permanently  in  this  harbor. 

By  Erection  of  this  Department,  several  of  the 
eiril  works,  formerly  under  the  superintendence 
of  the  military,  have  been  transferred  to  the  topo- 
graphical engineers. 

Sinc«  the  last  report,  the  great  task  of  removing 
the  raft  in  the  Red  river  has  been  completed.  The 
formation  of  a  new  raft,  on  the  site  of  the  old  one, 
has  been  a  serious  inconvenience,  but  it  is  hoped 
the  navigation  will  be  reopened  very  soon  after 
the  commencement  of  the  working  season;  the 
boats  for  this  purpose  have  been  already  dis- 
patched to  the  nver.  The  formation  of  this  new 
obstruction  snppoc^ts  the  views  expressed  in  the 
last  annual  report,  and  shows  the  necessitjr^of 
keeping  a  boat  constantly  at  work  upon  the  river 
for  several  seasons  to  come. 

The  detailed  survey  of  the  mouths  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi, referred  to  in  the  last  report,  is  now  nearly 
completed,  and  will  be  submitted,  at  an  early  day, 
to  the  Board  of  Engineers.  Their  plan  of  amelio- 
ratiop,  if  sanctioned  hj  the  Department,  will  then 
be  carried  into  immeduts  execution. 

On  the  Upper  Mississippi  the  watec  has  been 
BO  high  as  to  prevent  all  work. 

By  the  increase  of  the  corps  of  engineers  at  the 
bst  session  of  Congress,  the  several  works  of  the 
Department  will  soon  be  mors  immediately  under 
the  control  of  the  Government  officers;  the  change 
cannot,  however,  take  place  immediately,  as,  in 
conformity  with  my  views,  explained  in  my  report 
of  last  year,  an  addition  of  five  young  officers 
only  has  as  yet  been  made,  and  the  remaining 
vacanciea  it  is  proposed  to  fill  annually  by  selec- 
tions from  the  highest  graduates  of  the  Military 
Academy. 

The  officer  of  engineers  in  charge  of  the  Mili- 
tary Academy  having  applied  to  be  relieved, 
Major  pelafield,  of  the  corps,  has  been  ordered  in 
hJBplace, 

The  necessity  of  horses  and  instruction  in  the 
cavalry  exercise,  now  that  the  cavalry  has  become 
a  component  arm  of  the  service,  is  evident;  and 
until  regular  provision  for  this  purpose  can  be 
made  by  law,  it  is  proposed  to  replace  the  artillery 
detachment,  now  ther^  by  one  of  dragoon  privates, 
which  would  procure  for  the  cadets  the  use  of  the 
horses.  I  would  urgently  recommend  that  the 
instructor  of  artillery  and  the  assistant  professor 
of  history,  geography,  and  eithics,  be  placed  by 
law  upon  the  same  footing  as  other  assistant  pro- 
fessors at  the  academy.  The  French  classes  are 
very  much  in  need  of  instructors,  and  none  are 
known  in  the  line  of  the  army  qualified  for  the 
task.  I  therefore  recommend  that  authority  be 
given  to  appoint  two  citizens,  with  moderate  sala- 
ries, for  that  purpose. 

The  large  building  containing  an  exercise  hall, 
recitation  rooms,  and  quarters  for  unmarried  offi- 
cers, so  long  wanted  at  the  academy,  is  finished, 
and  now  iii  use.  Since  the  last  report  the  build- 
ing, containing  the  library,  chemical  laboratory, 
and  philosophical  and  engineering  rooms,  has  been 
destroyed  by  fire.  The  appropriation  of  the  last 
seitafon  to  replace  this,  would  have  been  applied 
sooner,  but  before  determining  on  sites  for  the  new 
buildings  it  is  proposed  to  adopt  the  suggestion  of 
tfaa  BoArd  of  Visitors  of  1837,  viz:  to  appoint  a 
board  of  competent  engineers  to  determine,  in  con- 
junction with  the  superintendent,  a  general  plan 
for  the  public  buildings  at  the  academy.  Many 
of  the  present  buildings  are  entirely  unfit  for  the 
parposes  to  which  they  are  applied,  and  must, 
ereotuaily,  come  down;  and  the  position  of  each 
new  one  authorized  should  have  reference  to  the 
yatem  of  future  construc|ion. 
W  hile  treating  this  subject,  it  becomes  my  duty 
to  bring  to  your  notice  the  dilapidated  condition  of 
one  of  the  barracks.    This  building  is  literally 


worn  out,  and  in  so  decayed  and  corrupted  a  state 
as  seriously  to  endanger  the  safety  and  health  of 
the  cadets.  Its  removal  and  reconstruction  will 
enter  into  the  plan  to  be  presented  by  the  board 
for  the  arrangement  of  the  public  buildings  at 
West  Point.  The  system  here  suggested,  of  pre- 
Btnting,  before  any  public  works  are  commenced, 
a  well-digested  plan  for  such  enlargements  and 
improvements  as  the  increase  of  our  population 
and  the  future  wants  of  the  country  may  require, 
has  been  eenerally  adopted  and  will  be  hereafter 
perssverea  in,  so  that  the  present  constructions  will 
all  be  erected  in  conformity  with,  and  in  further- 
ance of,  a  general  plan.  At  the  same  time  the 
Department  has  adopted  regulations  to  govern  the 
engineer's,  quartermaster's,  and  ordnancs  depart- 
ments in  the  construction  of  ths  buildings  under 
their  superintendence,  so  as  to  avoid  all  unneces- 
sary extravagance,  and  at  the  same  time  secure 
solidity,  uniformity,  and  durability. 

For  the  more  efficient  and  economical  admin- 
istration of  the  engineer  department,  in  many 
respects  the  most  important  branch  of  the  military 
service,  1  beg  leave  respectfully  to  suggest  that  an 
inspector  of  fortifications  ought  to  be  appointed, 
with  such  additional  rank  and  emoluments  as  will 
insure  respect  to  the  officer  of  engineers  who  shall 
be  selected  to  perform  that  duty,  and  defray  the 
additional  expenses  which  must  necessarily  be 
incurred  during  the  extensive  tours  of  duty  he 
would  be  called  upon  to  make.  Experience  has 
proved  that  this  duty  can  only  be  discharged  by 
an  officer  of  this  corps,  and  the  important  nature 
of  the  works,  on  the  solidity  and  durability  of 
which  so  much  of  the  safety  and  honor  of^  the 
country  may  depend,  requires  a  vigilant  and  fre- 
quent invpection  of  them  during  Uie  progress  of 
their  construction,  and  recommends  this  measure 
to  the  favorable  consideration  of  the  Legislature. 

The  ordinance  corps  has  been  increased  agree- 
ably to  the  provisions  of  the  late  law. 

The  operations  of  that  branch  of  the  service 
have  been  conducted  with  intelligence  and  activity, 
and  some  progress  has  been  made  in  digesting  a 
general  system  by  which  they  will  hereafter  be 
regulated.  A  series  of  experiments  have  been  or- 
dered, which  will  determine  the  precise  character 
of  the  field  and  heavy  artillery,  and  it  is  then  pro- 
posed to  arm  the  artillery  regiments,  which  have 
hitherto  acted  as  infantry,  when  in  the  field,  with 
their  proper  arm.  There  is  not  at  present  a  com- 
plete train  of  artillery  for  a  single  one  of  the  four 
regiments  in  the  service;  and  1  beg  leave  to  sug- 
gest the  necessity  of  an  appropriation  for  the  pur- 
pose of  furnishing  the  number  of  pieces  required 
to  arm  the  existing  regiments  properly,  as  well  as 
to  furnish  batteries  for  two  battalions  of  light  artil- 
lery. 1  would  respectfully  recommend  the  estab- 
lishment of  a  rocket  brigade.  These  projectiles 
have  lately  been  brought  to  great  perfection  in 
Europe,  and  are  now  regarded  as  a  formidable 
addition  to  the  efficiency  of  their  armies.  That 
of  the  United  States,  although  comparatively  so 
small,  should  not  be  entirely  deficient  in  any  one 
of  the  elements  which  go  to  make  up  the  power 
and  efficiency  of  the  best-constituted  armies  of 
Europe.  With  four  regiments  of  artillery,  we 
are  nearly  without  field-pieces  and  trains;  we  are 
without  light  artillery  altogether,  and  have  yet  to 
learn  its  management;  and  we  are  entirely  ignorant 
of  the  use  of  so  formidable  a  weapon  as  the  rocket. 
These  deficiencies  in  an  arm  which,  in  modern 
warfare,  produces  the  most  decisive  results, ought 
to  be  remedied  without  delay. 

It  is  obviously  of  the  first  importance  that  the 
artillery  and  munitions  of  war  furnished  to  the 
troops  should  be  fabricated  and  prepared  on  a 
uniform  system,  according  to  established  pat- 
terns; and  the  first  step  toward  this  object,  is  to 
prepare  drawings  of  all  the  parts  of  such  a  sys- 
tem in  the  utmost  detail.  To  accomplish  this,  it 
is  intended  to  detail,  for  this  especial  duty,  three 
competent  officers,  with  the  requisite  number  of 
draughtsmen,  the  result  of  whose  labors,  afler 
due  revision  and  approval  by  the  Secretary  of 
Wor,  shall  be  conformed  to  in  the  ordnance  de- 
partment; the  patterns  thus  established  not  to  be 
changed,  without  the  sanction  of  the  same  author- 
ity by  which  they  were  approved. 

An  estimate  for  the  small  sum  required  to  cover 
the  expense  incidental  to  such  an  arrangement,  is 


embraced  in  ths  general  estimate  of  this  Depart- 
ment for  the  ensuing  year. 

I  cannot  forbear  to  repeat  the  recommendations 
made  in  my  last  annual  report,  for  the  establish- 
ment of  a  national  foundery  and  powder  manu- 
factory, and  the  erection  of  a  manufactory  of 
small-arms  wsst  of  the  Alleghany  mountains, 
upon  the  plan  therein  proposed.  The  armory 
manufactory  at  Harper's  Ferry,  which  is  con- 
ducted with  great  ability  by  its  present  supertn- 
Undent,  Colonel  Lucas,  requires  considerable 
alterations  and  repairs.  The  temporary  work- 
shopA  erected  there  are  altogether  insufficient,  and 
now  that  the  usefulness  of  this  establishment  is 
placed  beyond  doubt,  permanent  buildings  ought 
to  be  substituted,  agreeably  to  some  well-digested 
plan,  both  as  to  their  construction  and  position. 
Permission  has  been  granted  by  the  Department 
to  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad  Company  to 
run  their  road  through  the  lands  belonging  to  the 
United  States  at  this  place,  passing  along  the  line 
of  the  work-shops,  from  whence  the  company 
have  the  option  of  choosing  either  of  two  routes, 
the  one  leading  along  the  wall  of  the  canal,  and  a 
the  other  by  the  hill-side.  The  former  would 
have  been  the  most  advantageous  to  ths  United 
States,  as  the  com|iany's  works  would  havs 
strengthened  the  wall,  which  is  very  defective, 
and  requires  such  extensive  repairs  that  it  will 
probably  be  necessary  to  rebuild  it  altogether; 
but  the  difference  of  expense  to  the  company  was 
represented  by  the  estimates  of  the  cost  of  both 
routes  to  be  so  greats-upward  of  (50,000-^at 
the  river  route  could  not  be  insisted  upon  with- 
out the  United  States  paying  a  part  or  the  whole 
of  it.  The  Department  had  no  authority  to  make 
such  an  arrangement  without  the  previous  con- 
sent of  Congress,  and  therefore  granud  the 
option  to  the  company.  It  is  understood,  how- 
ever, by  the  parties  to  the  contract,  that  upon 
Congress  desiring  that  the  river  line  should  bs 
adopted,  it  may  be  done  on  Qovernment  agreeing 
to  pay  the  diflference  of  expenss  between  the  two 
routes. 

Reflection  and  experience  confirm  the  view  taken 
in  the  last  annual  report  from  this  Department, 
on  the  policy  of  selling  ths  mineral  lands  belong- 
ing to  the  United  States.  Their  retention  in  the 
hands  of  Qovernment  presents  an  insuperable 
obsucle  to  the  exploration  of  ths  mines,  and  im- 
pedes the  natural  progress  of  that  portion  of  the 
country. 

The  corps  of  topographical  engineers  has  bsen 
increased,  agreeably  to  the  act  of  the  last  session, 
with  the  exception  of  the  officers  whose  nomina- 
tions were  not  acted  upon  by  the  Senate,  and 
whose  places  could  not,  therefore,  be  supplied. 
With  few  exceptions,  the  civil  works  unaer  the 
charge  of  the  military  engineers  have  been  trans- 
ferred to  this  corps,  and  a  system  has  been  adopted 
which,  when  folly  carried  into  effect,  cannot  fail 
to  produce  the  most  salutary  results.  The  several 
portions  of  the  country  where  these  works  ara 
being  carried  on  are  divided  into  dietricts  of  limited 
extent,  and  officera  are  permanently  assigned  to 
them;  by  this  method  time  is  saved,  and  much 
useless  expense  avoided,  as  well  as  better  inform- 
ation acquired.  Over  these  limited  commands  a 
system  of  supervision  and  inspectorahip  is  exer- 
cised by  the  older  officera,  by  means  of  which 
their  superior  knowledge  and  experience  are 
brought  in  aid  of  all  the  plans,  estimatss,  and 
constructions. 

The  officera  of  the  corps  who  are  employed  in 
the  superintendence  of  works  carried  on  by  cor- 
porations and  States,  of  which  thera  are  but  four, 
are  gradually  being  withdrawn,  according  to  the 
provisions  of  the  law  regulating  the  establishment 
of  the  army ;  and  they  will  all  be  placed  on  national 
works  as  soon  as  it  can  be  done  without  injury  to 
those  they  are  now  conducting. 

The  duties  enjoined  upon  the  Department  by 
resolutions  of  Congress,  ordering  certain  surveys, 
have  not  been  performed  for  want  of  means  to 
defray  the  necessary  expenses.  These  are  paid 
invariably  from  special  appropriations  applica- 
ble to  each  object,  or  out  of  the  usual  annual 
appropriation  of  |dO,000  for  military  surveys, 
which  was  withheld  this  year.  Owing  to  this 
cause  the  following  surveys  have  been  omitted: 
That  of  the  Tennessee  river  from  its  mouth  to 
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the  highest  point  of  eCtamboat  navigation;  of 
Elizabeth  river,  from  the  outlet  of  the  Dismal 
Swamp  canal  to  Sewali's  Point;  of  Annapolia  har- 
bor; that  from  the  harbor  of  Norfolk,  Virginia,  to 
Charieaton,  South  Carolina,  in  reference  to  inland 
•teamboat  navigation.  Partial  appropriations  were 
made  for  a  survey  of  the  Dee  Moines  and  Iowa 
rivers,  and  it  is  mtended  to  commence  the  work 
early  in  the  sprine.  These  appropriations  are, 
however,  quite  inadequate,  ana  1  would  respect- 
fully BUgi^est  that  they  be,  in  all  such  cases,  based 
upon  estimates  furnished  by  this  Department. 
Qreat  delay  and  expense  would  5e  avoided  by  this 
procedure,  for  it  not  unfrequently  happens  that 
the  appropriation  is  exhausted,  just  as  the  men 
and  materials  are  collected  on  the  spot  to  proceed 
to  work,  and  the  former  have  to  be  discharged  for 
want  of  funds  to  continue  them  in  the  service. 

It  is  deemed  very  important  that  the  annual  ap- 
propriation for  military  surveys  shoukl  be  made. 
We  are  still  lamentably  ignorant  of  the  geography 
and  resources  of  our  country;  and  it  is  essential  to 
its  defense,  as  wsll  as  to  its  improvement,  that  the 
\  boundaries,  the  oourse  of  rivers,  the  sise  and 
form  and  obstacles  tp  navigation  of  the  lakes,  and 
the  direction  and  height  of  the  mountains,  should 
be  accurately  daUrmined  and  delineated.  Much  has 
been  done  during  the  last  two  years  towards  the 
attainment  of  this  important  bcanch  of  knowledge; 
at  least  one  kwndred  points  of  latitude  and  tigkty  of 
longitude  have  been  accurately  established,  and 
the  V^hole  country  west  of  the  Mississippi  and 
north  of  the  Missouri,  has  been  survsyed  and  de- 
lineated. The  military  reconnoissanoes  made  in 
Fk>rida  have  enabled  the  Department  to  present  a 
tolerably  accurate  map  of  the  interior  of  that  Ter- 
ritory, which  has  been  engraved  by  order  of  Con- 
cress.  An  accurate  map  was  made  of  the  country 
mtely  occupied  by  the  Cherokees,  when  it  was 
supposed  that  it  might  become  tht  theater  of  null- 
tary  operations;  and  there  exist  in  the  Topograph- 
ical Bureau  all  the  materials  collected  by  iu  officers 
in  ths  military  and  other  surveys  ordered  by  Con- 
gress. I  earnestly  recommend,  therefore,  that  the 
usual  annual  appropriations  for  the  military  and 
other  surveys  be  continued,  in  order  that  these 
useful  operations  may  be  proceeded  with,  and 
especially  that  complete  hydrographical  surveys 
may  be  mad«  of  the  lakes. 

The  singular  and  important  discrepancies  which 
have  been  brought  to  my  notice  in  existing  charts 
of  Delaware  bay  would  seem  to  call  for  immediate 
attention  to  that  important  estuary.  Its  survey 
may  be  considered  as  belonging  to  the  survey  of 
the  coast,  now  being  made  under  Mr.  Hassler. 
But  it  would  probably  iaeilitate  his  operations, 
and  the  sooner  give  to  commerce  the  advantages 
of  a  correct  chart  of  this  bay,  if  it  were  immrai- 
ately  attended  to  under  a  special  appropriation. 
There  being  an  officer  of  the  corps  of  topograph- 
ical engineers  already  on  duty  in  that  ouarter,  with 
a  proper  understancling  between  the  Topoj^raph- 
ical  Bureau  and  Mr.  Iiassler,  the  work  mi^ht  be 
done  the  earlier  under  the  former,  and  with  all 
requisite  connection,  with  the  great  and  highly 
interesting  operations  of  the  latter. 

I  .would  recommend,  likewise,  that  a  survey  be 
made  of  the  country  between  the  J^tenah  or  Fox 
and  the  Wisconsin  rivers,  with  a  view  of  estab- 
lishing a  water  communication  from  Lake  Michi- 
gan to  the  Mississippi  river,  which  would  be  in 
the  highest  degree  important  to  this  Department  in 
lime  of  war,  and  useful  for  the  transportation  of 
supplies  in  time  of  peace. 

The  report  of  the  Surgeon  General  shows  the 
extent  of  usefulness  and  the  |;reat  efficiency  of  the 
department  under  his  immediate  superintendence. 
The  severe  examination  to  which  applicants  for 
admission  to  the  medical  staiT  of  the  army  are 
subjected  has  secured  the  services  of  men  of  a  high 
order  of  talents  and  attainments,  while  the  method 
introduced  into  the  administration  of  all  its  oper- 
ations has  produced  great  economy  as  well-  as 
activity  and  fidelity  in  the  discharge  of  the  duties 
of  this  branch  of  the  service.  The  great  extent 
to  which  these  duties  have  lately  been  enlarged, 
by  the  increase  of  the  army  and  its  operations  in 
the  field,  the  employment  of  militia,  and  the 
augmentation  of  the  number  of  permanent  posts, 
renders  it  necessary  that  an  additional  clerk  should 
be  employed  in  ths  office  of  the  Surgeon  General, 


in  order  to  aid  in  the  settlement  of  its  accounts; 
and  I  respectfully  recommend  that  the  addition  be 
made. 

The  quartermaster's  department,  and  that  of 
the  commissary  of  subsistence,  have  been  in- 
creased agreeably  to  the  act  of  Congress,  and  the 
duties  of  both  these  branches  of  the  public  ser- 
vice have  been  discharged  with  intelligence  and 
activity. 

The  duties  of  the  paymaster's  department  have 
been  dischaiiged  with  singular  fidelity;  and,  in  jus- 
tice to  the  officers  engaged  in  their  performance,  I 
beg  leave  to  suggest  the  propriety  and  usefulness 
of  creating  an  intervening  grade  between  the  pay- 
master general  and  the  paymasters:  that  of  assist- 
ant paymaster  general,  with  the  pay  and  emolu- 
ments of  a  lieutenant  colonel.  The  good  of  this 
valuable  branch  of  the  public  service  would  be 
much  promoted  by  such  a  measure.  A  provision 
was  struck  out  of  the  bill  for  the  increase  and 
organization  of  the  army,  for  giving  a  small  per- 
centage on  disbursements  to  officers  engaged  in 
paying  the  militia.  The  peculiar  and  embarrassing 
nature  of  this  service,  which  occasions  unavoid- 
able losses,  would  seem  to  render  such  a  provision 
just  and  proper. 

It  will  bessen  by  the  report  of  the  Commissioner 
of  Pensions,  that  the  number  of  persons  on  the 
pension  rolls  amounts  to  forty-one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  seventy;  that  there  have  been  four- 
teen hundred  and  sixty-one  deaths  durine  the 
year  ending  the  30th  or  September  last,  and  the 
addition  to  the  pension  rolls  in  the  sama  year,  has 
been  two  thousand  three  hundred  and  fifty-four. 
The  addition  to  the  list  of  widows*  peneions  will 
increase  the  expenditure  about  |1,372,000;  and,  to 
meet  payments  now  due,  the  sum  of  |245,CXX)  will 
be  immediately  required,  as  no  appropriation  has 
yet  been  made  for  paying  the  pensions  granted  by 
the  act  of  July  7, 1838.  Arrears  are,  therefore, 
due  all  such  pensioners  as  have  been  entered  on 
the  rolls  under  this  act.  These  arrears  will  be  due 
on  the  31st  of  December  next,  and  justice  to  the 
claimants  requires  that  an  early  appropriation 
should  be  made  for  their  payment. 

I  respectfully  recommend  that  the  early  atten- 
tion of  Congress  should  be  called  to  the  compen- 
sation to  be  granted  to  pension  agents  for  dis- 
charging the  duties  of  their  office.  The  perform- 
ance of  these  duties  is  attended  with  labor  and 
expense  and  very  considerable  responsibility,  and 
it  is  unjust  to  exact  it  from  any  one  without  re- 
muneration. The  agents  have  been  induced  to 
continue  to  pay  the  pensioners  in  the  expectation 
that  an  act  would  be  passed  for  their  relief.  If 
this  is  not  done,  this  Department  will  find  it  utterly 
impracticable  any  longer  to  execute  the  pension 
laws. 

Connected  with  this  subject  is  the  inconvenience 
wkich  has  been  experienced  in  carrying  into  efi!ect 
the  provisions  of  the  law  passed  at  the  last  session 
providing  that  the  amounts  of  pensions  unclaimed 
for  a  certain  period  after  becoming  due  and  p2ly- 
able,  shall  be  paid  only  at  the  Treasury.  The 
j>peration  of  this  law  has  proved  very  harassing 
lo  the  accounting  officers  charged  with  the  duty  it 
enjoins,  and  very  inconvenient  to  the  pensioner. 
The  period  of  eight  months  fixed  by  it  for  the 
unclaimed  pension  funds  to  be  returned  to  the 
Treasury  and  to  be  claimed  here  and  drawn  out 
through  the  Pension  Office  and  that  of  the  Third 
Auditor,  is  too  short.  Small  pensioners  living  a 
distance  from  the  agency  were  in  the  habit  of  going 
there  no(  oftener  than  once  a  year,  whereas  they 
arenowobliged  to  go  there  more  frequently,  to  their 
great  inconvenience,  or  to  i»mploy  an  agent  to  re- 
ceive their  pensions  either  at  the  nearest  agency  or 
at  Washington.  The  great  burden  thrown  upon 
the  office  of  the  Third  Auditor,  by  that  law,  will 
be  better  understood  by  the  letter  of  that  officer, 
herewith  submitted. 

I  beg  leave  again  to  call  your  attention  to  the 
subject  of  frauds  and  impositions  practiced  both 
upon  the  Government  and  the  ignorant  and  un- 
wary pensioners,  whereby  the  benevolent  inten- 
tions of  Congress  towards  the  veterans  of  the  Rev- 
olution and  the  sufferers  by  the  late  war,  are 
frustrated  by  unprincipled  and  designing  men. 
The  law  passed  July  7, 1838,  will  occasion  an  ex- 
penditure of  about  11,500,000  in  the  year  1839, 
and  it  is  to  be  feared  that  not  more  than  one  half 


of  that  sum  will  reach  the  objects  whose  distresses 
it  was  intended  to  relieve;  the  rest  will,  too  prob- 
ably, be  swaltowed  by  usurious  agents,  or  wrested 
from  the  Department  by  fraudulent  applicaiions. 
These  practices  ought  to  be  checked  by  a  law  im- 
posing a  severe  penalty  upon  persons  who  are 
found  guilty  of  them. 

Independent  of  the  removal  of  the  Cherokeea, 
the  operations  of  th«  Indian  department  within 
the  last  year  have  been  extensive  and  important. 
The  entire  Creek  nation,  with  the  exception  of  a 
small  number  of  fugitives  among  the  Cherokees 
and  Seroinoles,  has  emigrated  and  formed  perma- 
nent settlements  beyond  the  Missouri  riiyr.    Of 
the  Chickasaws,  not  more  than  two  hundred  re- 
main east  of  the  Mississippi.    It  is  estimated  that 
about  three  thousand  Choctaws  still  live  in  their 
old  country,  and  they  will  probably  continue  there 
until  the  titles  set  up  by  them  to  reserves  under 
the  treaty  of  1830,  are  satisfactorily  adjusted.  By 
the  interposition  of  the  authorities  of  the  State  of 
Indiana,  nearly  all  the  Pottawatomies  residing 
within  its  limits  have  recently  been  removed.  The 
emigration  of  the  Ottawas,  Chippewas,  and  Pot- 
tawatomies in  Illinois,  has  progressed   slowly; 
nearly  fifteen  hundred  yet  remain  there.    A  small 
band  of  Appalachicolas  has  been  removed.  About 
fdUr  hundred  Seminoles  emigraUd  in  1836,  and 
fifteen  hundred  in  1837  and  1838;  the  military 
movements  for  the  removal  of  the  residue  still  con- 
tinue to  be  vigorously  prosecuted,  as  has  already 
been  explained.  At  the  close  of  the  present  season, 
there  will  be,  in  the  States  and  Territories,  about 
twenty-two  thousand  Indians,  who,  it   is  desir- 
able, should  be  removed  as  early  as  practicable  to 
the  West.    They  are  the  New  York  Indians,  the 
Wyandots  in  Ohio,  the  Miamies  in  Indiana,  the 
Ottawas,  Chippewas,  and  Pottawatomies  in  Illi- 
nois; theWinnebagoes  and  Menomonees  in  Wi»> 
consin;  the  Ottawas  and  Chippewas  in  Michigan; 
and  the  Seminoles  in  Florida.  In  compliance  with 
the  resolution  of  the  Senate,  conditionally  ratify- 
ing the  treaty  with  the  New  York  Indians,  that 
instrument  and  the  amendments  to  it  have  been 
submitted  to  them  for  their  assent,  and  that  of  all 
the  bands  except  the  Senecas  has  been  obtained; 
and  it  is  believed  that  these  will  not  withhold  their 
assent  eventually.  There  is  reason  to  believe  that 
a  treaty  of  cession  and  removal  may  soon  be  efifect- 
ed  with  the  Miamies,  which  will  relieve  the  State 
of  Indiana  from  the  incumbrance  of  its  Indian  pop- 
ulation.  An  exploring  party  of  Winnebagoes  has 
been  authorizea  to  visit  the  region  beyond  the 
Missouri,  and  but  little  doubt  is  entertained  that 
they  will  there  find  a  tract  of  country  suited  to 
their  habits  and  wants.    Similar  parties  of  Otta- 
was and  Chippewas,  and  of  the  Chippewas  of  Sagi- 
naw, have  examined  the  same  section  of  country, 
and  found  locations  with  which  they  believe  their 
people  will  Be  satisfied.  There  are  conflicting  par- 
ties among  the  Wyandots,  which  render  the  com- 
pletion of  anything  more  than  an  arrangement  for 
partial  removal  improbable  at  present.     The  \n» 
formation  received  from  the  Menomonees  holds 
out  the  prospect  that  a  treaty  might  be  made  with 
them  for  the  relinquishment  of  Dieir  posseesions 
in  Wisconsin,   should  Congress   authorize   ths 
measure. 

Commissioners  have  been  appointed  to  examine 
claims ,  for  the  payment  of  which  provision  was 
made  in  the  treaties  with  the  Mtamiee,  Chippe- 
was, the  Sioux,  the  Sacs  and  Foxes,  and  the 
Winnebagoes,  ratified  at  the  last  session,  and  in- 
structions issued  for  the  execution  of  other  stipu- 
lations in  them.  The  commissioners  intrusted 
with  the  duties  of  carrying  into  effect  the  treaty 
with  the  Cherokees,  of  1835,  have  steadily  pur- 
sued their  labors.  It  ia  supposed  that  all  the 
claims,  except  those  for  reservations,  have  been 
investigated.  More  than  one  roillioit\of  dollars 
have  been  paid  to  them  and  their  creditors  in  ths 
ceded  country,  and  upwards  of  one  million  have 
been  remitted  to  be  paid  to  them,  on  their  arrival 
west,  on  account  of  claims  allowed  in  their  favor. 
In  conformity  with  the  treaty,  a  patent  has  been 
issued,  and  will  be  shortly  transmitted  to  them, 
for  the  thirteen  million  six  hundred  thousand  acres 
set  apart  for  them,  and  they  will  have  individual 
and  national  wealth  sufficient  to  insure  their  pros- 
perity. The  commissioners  who  were  selectied  to 
examine  claims  to  reserves  under  the  fourteendi 
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ftrtieie  of  Ui«  treaty  with  the  Choctaws  of  1830, 
bad  made  conaidemble  progrcas,  whaa  their  ap- 
pointmeotB  were  Unoinated  by  the  expiration  of 
ihe  law  on  the  first  gt  An^at  last.  The  final 
adjaatment  of  these  claims  is  important  to  the  in- 
habitanu  of  the  State  of  Mississippi,  and  to  the 
ladtans  who  remain  among  them;  to  ths  former 
as  a  measurs  essentia]  to  ths  settlement  of  land 
titles*  and  to  ths  latter  as  eondneivs  to  their  re- 
moTiU  and  union  with  their  countrymen,  who  are 
making  rapid  advances  in  wsalth  imd  improTs- 
roent.  It  is,  therefore,  respectfully  recommended 
(hat  the  commission  be  renewed  at  an  early  day. 
The  stipulations  in  the  treaty  with  the  Chicka- 
iaw8«  which  were  to  be  executed  east  of  the  Mis- 
.sissippi,  haTS  been  nearly  fulfilled.  About  two 
hoDored  reserves  are  yet  to  be  located,  and  of 
thoaa  kicated,  about  two  hundred  to  oe  sold.  It 
is  estimated  that  the  proceeds  of  future  sales 
will  be  sufficient  to  pay  their  debts,  and  to  defray 
the  expense  of  thcjr  removal  and  subsistence. 
Thcyr  will  then  have  a  national  fund  o^  |2,000,000, 
yielding  them  an  annual  income  of  one  |100,000, 
a  sum  adequate  to  all  their  possible  wants. 

or  the  emigrated  tribes,  all  the  accounts  that 
have  been  received  are  encouraging.  The  re- 
cently emigrated  Greeks  have  forroedf  agricultural 
and  trading  establishments,  and  found  in  the  com- 
fort around  them,  and  the  prospect  of  individual 
wealth  before  them,  the  strongest  inducement  to 
caliivats  friendly  relations  with  their  brethren, 
with  other  tribes,  and  with  the  United  States. 
The  council  convened  by  the  Cherokees  had  no 
object  unfriendij  to  our  people  or  Government. 
T^ia  belief  origmated  from  a  misapprehension  of 
the  condition  and  temper  of  those  Indians.  It  is 
not  probabls  that  those  who  emigrated  many  years 
since,  and  from  whom  the  call  of  the  council  pro- 
ceeded, would  jeopard  their  whole  property,  the 
fiirms,  the  stocK,  and  merchandise  they  possess, 
and  the  large  annuities  they  receive  from  the  Uni- 
ted States,  for  the  gratification  of  commencing  a 
war  which  they  could  not  be  ignorant  must  term- 
inate in  their  utter  destruction.  It  appears  from 
subsequent  information  that  the  Cherokees  hold 
an  annual  council  for  the  purpose  of  legislation, 
and  that,  in  order  to  revive  an  ancient  association 
of  ths  tribes,  formed  for  the  preservation  of  peace 
among  themselves,  they  invited,  in  1837,  the 
Cre^s,  Senecas,  and  others,  to  meet  them;  and 
in  1638  renewed  their  invitations,  and  extended 
them  to  more  distant  nations.  They  applied,  in 
some  instances,  to  the  United  States  officers  to 
write  letters  of  invitation,  and  their  request  v«s 
complied  with;  and  where  the  wampum  was  sent, 
that  symbol  contained  no  red  beads  or  other 
war-like  tokens.  Notwithstanding,  however,  the 
pcacefiil  appearances  which  characterized  these. 
preliminaries,  some  of  the  more  northern  tribes 
sQspeeted  ths  object  of  the  council  to  be  hostile  to 
tbt  whites,  and  refused  to  attend;  the  same  opin- 
ion might  ntturally  have  been  entertained  by  the 
officers  of  Qovemment  at  distant  posts,  but  it 
would  have  been  imprudent  to  have  acted  upon 
soch  suspicions.  To  preserve  our  influence  over 
the  Indians  we  must  abstain  from  all  unnecessary 
interference  in  their  local  affairs.  To  disturb  their 
councils,  or  to  atumpt  to  overawe  their  proceed- 
ings by  an  armed  fores,  might  excite  unfriendly 
feelings,  and  tend  to  produce  the  very  evil  the 
Government  is  so  anxious  to  avoid.  Nor  could 
■ttch  an  interposition  have  led  to  the  discovery  of 
the  designs  of  the  council.  If  the  views  of  that 
body  had  been  hostile,  and  the  occasion  of  the 
reprcsentativee  of  so  many  tribes  being  assembled 
had  been  deemed  a  fitting  one  to  consult  on  war- 
like msasures,  those  consultations  would  have 
been  secret,  and  the  pressnce  of  our  troops  would 
ha«s  only  led  them  to  conceal  their  design  still 
more  deeply. 

Sifics  tnie  erent  the  Department  has  again  been 
called  upon  by  ths  commanding  general  of  the 
veatem  division  of  ths  army  to  furnish  additional 
troops  to  guard  the  southwestern  frontier  from 
apprehendM  attacks  from  the  Indians  inhabiting 
Texas,  circumstances  having  led  to  the  belief 
that  these  Indians  had  been  excited  by  the  Mex- 
ican authorities  to  attack  the  Texans.  This  call 
inereassd  ths  vigilance  .of  the  Department,  and  in- 
qaiheswere  instituted  which  did  not  elicit  any 
information  that  woukl  have  jostifisd  ms  in  recom- 


mending such  a  draft  of  militia  as  was  proposed 
to  aid  the  regular  force  on  that  frontier.  The 
Indians  within  the  territory  of  the  United  States 
have  beep  warned  that  the]^  will  not  be  permitted 
to  take  part  in  any  contest  between  Mexico  and 
Texas,  or  to  pass  into  the  territory  of  the  latter 
with  hostile  intent;  and  that  the  amount  of  their 
annuities'  will  be  stopped  if  they  disobey  this 
order,  without  prejudice  to  other  measures  which 
will  be  taken  to.enforce  its  observance. 

Upon  the  first  receipt  of  the  intelligence  of  the 
appearance  of  ths  small-pox  among  the  tribes 
on  the  Missouri  rivsr,  supplies  of  money  and  of 
vaccine  matter  were  liberally  furnished,  the  em- 
ployment of  physicians  was  authorized,  and 
instructions  given  for  the  immediate  and  thorough 
vaccination  of  the  Indians.  The  reports,  thus 
far,  do  not  show  satisfaaorily  to  what  extent  this 
duty  has  been  performed. 

The  subject  of  our  Indian  affairs,  confessedly 
the  most  difficult  and  complicated  under  the  su- 
pervision of  the  Department,  being  the  last  year 
entirely  new  to  me,  I  forbore  to  suggest  any 
changes  in  their  management ;  but  subsequent 
experience  and  reflection  have  convinced  me  that 
the  present  system  is  defective,  and  that  the  evils 
which  spring  from  it  will  not  be  remedied  by  the 
measures  heretofore  recommended,  nor  by  the  bill 
which,  at  the  last  session  of  Congress,  received 
the  sanction  of  one  branch  of  the  Legislature.  It 
is  unnecessary,  however,  to  discuss  the  defects 
or  merits  of  this  bill,  because  the  preliminary 
condition  to  its  beine  carried  into,  execution — the 
previous  conssnt  of  the  tribes — cannot  be  com- 
plied with.  The  Choctaws  and  Cherokees  have 
expressed  their  unwillingness  to  enter  into  the 
confederation,  or  to  adopt  the  form  of  govern- 
ment the  bill  proposes.  If  even  the  most  insig- 
nificant changes  in  the  settled  forms  of  govern- 
ment require  to  be  considered  with  great  care,  how 
much  more  cautious  ought  we  to  be  in  any  at- 
tempts to  introduce  those  forms  among  a  people 
who  have  hitherto  lived  with  scarcely  any  knowl- 
edge of  them.  I  would  recommend,  as  the  first 
step,  that  the  tribes  should  be  encouraged  to 
adopt  a  system  of  self-government  adapted  to  their 
wants  and  condition,  with  which  there  should  be 
as  little  interference  on  our  part  as  possible  ;  and 
that  their  chiefs  be  invited  to  attend  an  annual 
council,  at  which  the  agents  of  the  Qovemment 
and  the  commanding  officer  of  the  nearest  station 
should  be  present.  In  this  manner  the  Govern- 
ment would  exercise  a  salutary  influence  over 
them,  become  acquainted  with  their  wants,  and 
heal  their  differences  with  each  other.  It  appears 
to  me,  likewise,  that  the  Indian  agents  should 
not  be  attached  to  any  one  tribe,  as  experience 
proves  that  they  become  so  identified  with  those 
whose  peculiar  interests  ars  confided  to  their  Cbre, 
that  they  imbibe  their  prejudices  and  espouse 
their  quarrels.  It  ought  to  be  in  the  power  of 
Government  to  change  their  residence  from  time 
to  time,  and  by  assembling  them  once  a  year  in- 
general  council  with  the  chiefs  of  all  the  tribes, 
they  will  understand  and  seek  to  promote  the 
general  interests  of  the  red  men. 

I  would  recommend  that  the  system  hitherto 
pursued  for  the  education  of  the  Indians,  by  which 
alone  their  civilization  can  be  effected,  be  changed. 
At  present  the  Indian  youth  receives  an  education 
which  is  altogether  useless  to  him  when  he  returns 
to  his  home  in  the  western  wilds.  He  can  read, 
write,  and  cipher,  and  in  his  native  village  there 
are  no  books  to  read,  no  writings  required,  and 
none  but  the  most  simple  a<^i^nt8  kept;  such  as 
are  reckoned  on  the  fingers  ana  notchea  on  a  stick. 
He  has  acquired  no  knowleds:e  which  can  be  use- 
fully applied  for  his  own  benefit  or  for  that  of  his 
people;  and  he  has  forgotten  how  to  trap  and  hunt. 
As  a  matter  of  course,  then,  he  and  his  acquisi- 
tions are  despised,  and  the  half-educated  savage 
too  often  becomes  a  profligate  and  drunken  vaga- 
bond. The  remedy  for  this  evil  appears  to  me  to 
be  the  introduction  of  manual-labor  schools,  where 
the  Indian,  at  the  sams  time  that  he  receives  the 
rudiments  of  education  and  is  taught  ths  Christian 
fiiith,  will  acquire  some  knowledge  of  farming  and 
of  the  useful  aru,  which  will  secure  to  him  ths 
admiration  and  gratitude  of  his  country msn  on 
his  return  among  them,  and  enable  him,  not  only 
to  render  them  Uis  most  essential  serricss,  but  to 


'  teach  them  by  his  example  the  vast  advantages  to 
.  be  derived  from  knowledge,  and  induce  them  to 
become  a.civilized  community. 

The  important  interests  involved  in  the  proper 
administration  of  Indian  affairs,  and  the  great  dis- 
tance  of  the  theater  of  their  management  from  the 
'  supervisory  power  at  Washington,  require,  in  my 
opinion,  that  there  should  be  attached  to  the  office 
I  of  the  commissionsr  an  inspector  charged  to  visit, 
'  fh>m  time  to  time,  the  stations  of  the  disbursing 
I  officers  and  Indian  agents;  inspect  their  books, 
!  examine  into  their  proceedings,  view  the  condition 
I  of  the  different  tribes,  and  mmish  such  a  report 
I  as  wilt  enable  the  Department  to  correct  abuses, 
I  to  understand  and  provide  for  ths  wanti  of  the 
.  Indians,  and,  generally,  to  extend  over  the  whole 
I  matter  a  more  complete  supervision  than  has  hsrs- 
'  tofore  been  found  practicable.    By  such  means,. 
,  in  conjunction  with  a  more  liberal  policy  towards 
'  the  interpreters,  who  exercise  grsat  influence  over 
I  the  Indians;  by  a  proper  attention  to  the  chiefs, 
I  through  whom  alone  the  people  can  be  approached , 
I  and  who  ought,  by  evsrv  fair  means,  to  be  con- 
ciliated and  attached  to  the  United  States;  and  by 
the  cooperation  of  the  traders,  whom  I  have  always 
found  ready  to  lend  their  aid  to  the  Gh)vernment, 
I  reasonable  hopes  may  bs  entertained  of  extending 
I  the  blessings  and  advantages  of  Christianity  and 
I  civilization  to  ths  Indian  race. 

AH  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

J.  R.  POINSETT. 
To  the  PREsroENT  or  the  United  States. 


Report  of  tlM  Seeretarjr  o€  tike  Bfavy. 

Navt  Dbpartmeitt,       I 
/fovember  30,  1838.  \ 
Sir:  In  the  performance  of  a  duty  annually 
devolving  on  this  Department,  I  submit  the  fol- 
'  lowing  report: 

The  squadron  employed  in  the  Mediterranean 
during  the  past  year,  under  Commodore  Jesse  D. 
Elliott,  consisted  of  two  frigates,  a  sloop  of  war, 
and  a  schooner.    These  vesssls,  with  ths  excep- 
tion of  the  sloop  of  war,  having  returned  home 
either  for  repairs,  or  in  consef|uencs  of  the  terms 
of  service  of  their  crews  having  expired,  will  be 
replaced  by  a  ship  of  the  line,  a  fngats  of  equal 
;  force,  and  a  dispatch  brig  or  schooner. 
I     The  whole  will  be  under  the  orders  of  Commo- 
!  dors  Isaac  Hull.  ' 

Although  some  of  the  causes  which  originally 
dictated  the  policy  of  employing  a  portion  of  our 
navy  in  the  Mediterranean  have,  in  a  great  meas- 
I  ure,  ceased,  still  it  is  believed  that  as  a  school  of 
I  discipline  under  experienced  officers,  as  a  means 
I  of  exhibiting  a  portion  of  our  naval  force  in  con- 
tact and  comparison  with  that  of  the  principal 
.  maritime  States  of  Europe,  and  for  the  purpose  of 
I  affording  countenance  and  protection  to  our  com- 
I  merce,  a  perssvsrance  in  this  policy  will  eoually 
contribute  to  the  good  of  the  service  and  the  honor 
of  the  United  States. 

Ths  squadron  now  in  the  Pacific,  nnder  Com- 
modore Henry  E.  Ballard,  comprises  one  ship  of 
the  line,  two  sloops  of  war,  and  two  schooners. 
,  Thess  last  requiring  extensivs  repairs  have  been 
ordered  home  the  ensuing  spring,  or  as  soon  ailer 
as  the  public  interest  will  admit;  and  the  ship  of 
ths  line  may  also  be  expected  to  return  about  the 
same  time,  as  the  terms  of  service  iSf  most  of  her 
crew  will  then  be  about  expiring. 

The  unsettled  and  precarious  relations  subsist- 
ing bstwsen  theSouth  American  States  bordering 
on  the  Pacific,  in  my  opinion,  render  it  essential 
to  the  protection  of  our  commerce,  that  at  least  an 
equal  force  should  be  maintained  in  that  quarter. 
Accordingly,  measures  will  be  taken  to  replace 
the  vessels  ordsred  home  by  othsrs  not  less  effi- 
cient for  that  service. 

The  force  operating  on  the  coast  of  Brexil,  under 
Commodore  John  B.  Nicolson,  consists  of  one 
razse,  one  sloop  of  war,  and  ons  brig.  No  chants 
is  at  present  contemplated.  The  present  force  is 
deemed  adequate  to  the  protection  of  our  com- 
merce in  that  Quarter,  and  it  is  believed  that  no 
reduction  woula  be  consistent  with  the  attainment 
of  that  object. 

At  the  date  of  the  last  report  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Navy,  ths  sqaadron  empk>jed  on  the  West 
India  station  and  in  the  GKilr  of  Mexico,  under 
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Commodore  Alexander  J.  Dallas,  consisted  of 
one  HjSHitet  five  sloops  of  war,  and  one  small  yes- 
seU  The  frigate  niid  one  of  the  sloops  having^ 
recenUy  returnecl  to  Boston  for  repairs,  it  is  con- 
templnted  to  eend  nnother  frigate,  and  to  increase 
the  ritjmber  of  eloopa  of  war  on  that  station  to 
Mven.  The  force  will  then  be  composed  of  one 
frreato,  Rtvtn  n\o<^ii*  of  war,  and  one  small  vessel. 

Ad  Lhe  blacked  e  of  the  Meifican  ports  by  the 
French  fiquadron  continues  to  be  strictly  enforced, 
and  HA  indications  of  a  revolutionary  spirit  have 
Ittiely  been  exhibited  at  Tampico,  it  is  believed 
that,  under  exit^ting  circumstances,  as  well  as  in 
view  of  future  conungencies,  no  reduction  of  the 
pr{}poacd  furce  can  be  prudently  made. 

A  fri^te  and  ii\oop  of  war,  which,  as  stated  in 
the  lA«t  &nnuaL  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
JNnvy,  were  then  preparing  for  a  cruise  in  the 
Indian  aeas^  under  Commodore  George  C.  Read, 
sailed  from  Nurfolk  on  the  6ih  of  May  last.  By 
the  Utest  advices  fi-om  Commodore  Read,  dated 
-  the  2SLh  of  July,  he  had  ^ached  Rio  de  Jafkeiro, 
from  whence  he  was  to  depart  the  next  day. 
Hariti^  reason  io  believe  it  would  conduce  to  the 
protecuon  and  s&ftty  of  our  citizens  and  commerce 
in  thuae  renioie  regions,  I  have  directed  these  ves- 
sels to  visit  the  Sandwich  and  Society  Islands  on 
their  way  home. 

That  the  officers  employed  on  these  various 
services  have  performed  their  duties  with  equal 
activity,  vigilance,  and  prudence,  is  sufficiently 
evidenced  by  the  fact,  that  notwithstanding  the 
wars  and  revolutions  which  still  agitate  so  great 
m  portion  of  the  South  American  States  bordering 
on  the  Pacific,  and  the  long  protracted  blockade  | 
of  the  porta  of  Mexico  and  of  Buenos  Ayres,  the 
persons  and  property  of  citizens  of  the  United 
States  have,  in  no  case  which  has  come  to  the 
knowledge  of  this  Department,  sustained  outrage 
or  wrong;  while,  on  the  other  hand,  nothing  has 
occurred  throughout  the  whole  of  our  intercourse 
or  interposition  to  disturb  the  relations  of  peace 
between  us  and  the  parlies  in  collision  with  each 
other. 

The  exploring  expedition,  on  the  resignation  of 
Commodore  Thomas  Ap  Catesby  Jones,  in  conse- 
quence of  ill  health,  was  placed  under  the  com- 
mand of  Lieutenant  Charles  Wilkes,  with  some 
modification  of  force,  and  finally  sailed  from  Nor- 
folk on  the  19(h  of  August.  It  now  consista  of 
the  sloops  of  war  Vincennes  and  Peacock,  the 
store-ship  Relief,  the  brig  Porpoise,  and  the  pilot- 
boat  schooners  Sea^ll  and  Flying  Fish.  Letters 
from  Lieutenant  Wilkes  announce  the  safe  arrival 
of  these  vessels  at  Madeira,  with  the  exception  of 
the  Relief,  which  vessel  was  ordered  by  him  to 
proceed  direct  for  Rio  de  Janeiro.  It  will  ap- 
pear from  the  estimates  for  1839,  that  the  annual 
expense  of  the  expedition  under  its  present  organ- 
ization will  b«  very  considerably  less  than  that 
rsqoired  for  it  as  originally  contemplated. 

A  number  of  scientific  gentlemen  who  had  ac- 
cepted appointments  in  the  expedition  under  an 
impression  that  their  services  would  b«  required, 
and  their  emoluments  continued  during  the  period 
anticipated  for  the  completion  of  its  objects,  were 
not  included  in  this  new  arrangement.  They  have 
asked  to  be  remunerated  for  their  sacrifices  and 
disappointments,  and  I  now  submit  the  propriety 
as  well  as  justice  of  their  claims. 

The  act  of  Congress  approved  22d  December, 
1837,  authorized  the  President  of  the  United  States 
to  employ  the  public  vessels  in  cruising  along  ths 
Atlantic  coast  during  the  winter  season,  for  the 
purpose  of  affording  relief  to  merchantmen  in  dis- 
tress. Under  this  law  the  sloop  of  war  Erie,  the 
brigs  Pioneer  and  Consort,  the  schoor^  Active, 
and  the  steamship  Fulton,  were  occasionally  em- 
ployed with  beneficial  results.  Owing  to  the  want 
of  proper  vessels  at  the  disposal  of  this  Depart- 
ment after  supplying  the  necessities  of  foreign  sta- 
tions, the  steamship  Fulton  is  ths  only  one  now 
available  for  this  service. 

To  aid  in  making  the  general  survey  of  the 
coast  of  the  United  States,  Lieutenants  Gedney 
and  Blake,  with  other  naval  officers,  were,  on  the 
application  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury ,  placed 
under  his  directions, and  such  other  assistance  af- 
forded as  circumstances  permitted. 

The  survey  of  the  southern  coast,  fk'oro  Tybee 
bar  to  Hunting  Island,  May  river,  as  directsd  by 


the  act  of  Congress  of  March  3, 1837,  has  been 
completed  by  Lieutenant  Wilkes,  a  copy  of  whose 
report  will  be  communicated  to  Congress  early  in 
the  approaching  sessiott.  '  The  surveys  of  the  har- 
bors of  Beaufort  and  Wilmington,  North  Carolina, 
provided  for  by  the  same  act,  will  be  commenced 
forthwith  by  Lieutenant  Glynn,  of  the  Navy;  and 
it  is  expected  will  be  completed  in  time  to  be  com- 
municated to  Congress  previous  to  its  adjournment. 

The  delay  in  carrying  this  act  into  execution 
has  arisen  from  a  want  of  proper  vessels  for  that 
serTice,»which  will  now  be  performed  in  a  steam 
vessel  loaned  by  the  War  Department.  The  at- 
tention of  Lieutenant  Qtynn  will  also  be  directed 
to  an  examination  of  the  coast  between  the  mouths 
of  the  Mississippi  and  Sabine  rivers,  as  directed 
by  the  act  of  7ih  July,  1838. 

Under  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  Congress  of  | 
the  28ih  June  last,  and  the  supplementary  act  of 
the  9ih  July  following,  authorizing  the  appoint-  | 
roent  of  three  competent  persons  to  test  the  various 
inventions  which  might  be  presented  to  their 
notice,  for  the  improvement  and  safety  of  steam- 
boilers,  a  board  has  been  designated  by  the  Presi- 
dent to  make  the  requisite  examinations  and  ex- 
periments, and  it  is  presumed  will  report  the  results 
at  the  opening  of  the  ensuing  session  of  Congress. 

In  conformity  with  the  provisions  of  the  act  of 
7ih  July;  1838,  making  appropriations  for  light- 
houses, light-boats,  beacon- lights,  and  buoys,  the 
coasts  of  the  Atlantic  and  of  the  great  lakes  were 
divided  into  eight  districts,  and  an  officer  of  the 
Navy  appointed- to  each,  with  orders  to  report  to 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  for  the  purpose  of 
carrying  out  the  views  of  Congress,  under  his 
directions. 

The  instructions  of  the  President  for  establish- 
ing lines  of  dispatch  vessels,  to  run  during  the 
continuance  of  the  blockade  of  the  Mexican  ports, 
by  a  French  squadron,  between  New  York  and 
Vera  Cruz,  and  New  Orleans  and  Tampico,  at 
stated  and  regular  periods,  have  been  carried  into 
effect.  The  united  Suites  brig  Consort,  Lieuten- 
ant William  H.  Gardner,  sailed  from  New  York 
the  1st  of  November,  and  the  revenue  cutter  Wood- 
bury, loaned  by  the  Treasury  Department,  it  is 
presumed  is  now  on  her  way  to  Tampico,  under 
the  command  of  Lieutenant  John  S.  Nicholas,  of 
the  Navy.  This  arrangement  it  is  believed  will 
be  hiehly  beneficial  to  the  commercial  community, 
by  affording  not  only  the  means  of  communica- 
tion, but  of  transporting  their  funds  to  the  United 
States. 

The  state  of  the  Navy  pension  fund  is  as  fol- 
lows: 

The  number  of  invalid  pensioners  is  440. 
The  annual  sum  required  to  pay 

them  is fi33,496  23 

The  number  of  widow  pensioners  is 

302. 
Ths  annual  sum  required  to  pay 

them  is 55,716  00 

The  number  of  minor  children  pen- 
sioners is  105. 
The  annual  sum   required   to  pay 

them  is 13,908  00 


of  a  very  few  years  large  appropriations  will  be 
required  to  redeem  the  faith  of  Congress  pledged 
for  iu  support. 

PRIVATEER  PENHoK  PUVO. 

The  number  of  privateer  pensioners  is  thirty- 
six.  The  annual  amount  required  to  pay  them  is 
(^,862.  No  payments  were  made  to  these  pen« 
sioners  during  the  past  year,  as  the  privateer  pen- 
sion fund  had  been  exhausted. 

This  fund,  it  will  be  perceived,  failed  in  1836; 
and,  consequently,  no  payments  have  been  made 
since  that  time.  The  subject  was  brought  to  the 
notice  of  the  President  in  former  reporu  from  this 
Department;  and  I  have  only  to  add,  that  as,  in 
conformity  with  the  law  establishing  and  appro-^ 
priatinr  this/und,  the  certificates  of  pensions  were* 
granted  during  life,  it  would  appear  that  the  nation 
sunds  pledged  to  furnish  the  means  of  fulfilling  the 
obligation. 

NAVT  BOiPITAL  FUND. 

The  balance  in  the  Treasury  to  the  credit  of  thic 

fund  on  the  1st  of  Oct.,  1837,  was...|94,202  36 

Receipts  to  the  1st  of  October,  1838...  31,242  92 

#12i;,445  28 
Expenditures  to  1st  of  October,  1838.      1»975  00 


Balance >I23,470  ! 


The  conttmetion  of  a  dry -dock  at  some  point 
in  the  harbor  of  New  York,  has  been  heretofore 
repeatedly  recommended  by  this  Department,  and 
is  every  year  becoming  more  necessary  to  the  pur- 
poses of  the  Navy.  Whatever  diversity  of  opin- 
ion may  exist  as  to  the  most  eligible  site,  all  seem 
to  unite  in  favor  of  the  object.  The  two  docks  at 
Norfolk  and  Ek>ston  are  entirely  insufficient  to 
meet  the  requirements  of  the  service;  delays  in 
repairing  ships,  at  all  times  injurious,  and  in  time 
of  war  dangerous  to  the  interests  and  safety  of  the 
country,  frequently  occur  in  consequence  of  their 
being  no  vacant  dock  to  receive  them;  and  at  this 


Whole  number  of  pensioners  is  847, 
and  the  whole  annual  amount  re- 
quired to  pay  them  is 103,120  23 


The  amount  of  stocks  owned  by  the 

Navy  pension  fiwd  on  the  3J  of 

March,  1837.  waJF. $1,115,329  53 

Do.    do.    on  the  Ist  of  Oct.,  1838. .     390,832  25 


Difference |724,497  28 

which  was  sold,  and  the  proceeds  of  the  sale, 
with  the  interest  and  dividend  of  the  capital,  were 
applied  to  the  payment  of  pensions  and  arrears  of 
pensions.  Of  the  balance  of  stock,  |390,832  25, 
owned  by  the  fund  let  of  October,  1^,  the  nom- 
inal amount  of  (97,469  16  has  been  directed  to  be 
sold  to  meet  payments  on  the  1st  of  January, 
1839,  so  that  the  actual  capital  of  the  fund  for  the 
year  1839  will  be  only  (293,363  09. 

It  will  thus  be  seen  that  under  the  operation  of 
successive  pension  laws,  each  widening  and  ex- 
tending the  stream  of  public  munificence,  this  fund 
is  rapidly  decreasing,  insomuch  that  in  the  course 


removed  elsewhere  for  that  purpose  without  great 
risk  and  expense. 

The  subject  of  a  naval  academy  has  also  been 
more  than  once  presented  for  consideration.  Such 
an  institution  is  earnestly  desired  by  the  officers 
of  the  Navy,  and  it  is  believed  would  greatly  con- 
di|ce  to  the  benefit  of  the  service  generally.  The 
propriety  of  affording  young  midshipmen  the 
means  and  opportunity  for  the  acquisition  of  that 
knowledge  and  those  sciences  which  are  either 
absolutely  necessary,  or  highly  useful  to  their 
profession,  would  seem  to  have  been  recognized 
by  Congress  in  the  liberal  provision  for  teachers 
and  professors  of  mathematics,'on  board  our  ships 
of  war  and  at  the  principal  navy-yards.  Those, 
however,  who  have  had  the  best  opportunities  for 
observing  the  practical  operation  of  this  system, 
are  of  opinion  that  it  does  not  answer  the  purposes 
for  which  ii  was  intended,  and  that  other  and  more 
effectual  means  are  required.  A  naval  academy 
which  should  combine  the  acquisition  of  those 
sciences,  and  that  knowledge  without  which  pro- 
fefgional  duties  cannot  be  performed  to  the  public 
satisfaction,  with  that  practical  experience  which 
is,  if  possible,  still  more  indispensable,  would,  in 
my  opinion,  add  little  to  the  expense  of  the  pres- 
ent defective  svstem,  and  be  followed  by  benefits 
which  would  far  more  than  repay  the  cost  of  such 
an  establishment. 

The  attention  of  the  President  and  Congress  is 
also  solicited  to  that  part  of  the  estimates  of  the 
Board  of  Navy  Commissioners  which  conltm- 
plates  the  building  of  five  brigs  or  schooners,  the 
frames  of  which  have  been  collecua  undel*  the 
law  for  the  gradual  improvement  of  the  Navy;  and 
which  are  required  for  dispatch  vessels,  surveys, 
and  other  purposes. 

It  is  presumed  that  no  arguments  are  necessary 
to  enforce  the  propriety  of  retaining  a  sufficient 
number  of  ships  in  commission  to  afford  active  sea 
service  to  the  officers  of  the  Navy.  Such  service 
is  manifestly  essential  to  discipline,  to  experience, 
and  to  those  habits  of  hardihood  withoat  which  no 
officer  can  adequately  fulfill  his  duty.  The  same 
practical  expsriencs  necessary  to  eminence  iu  soy 
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other  profession  is  most  emphfttically  so  in  that  of  a 
seaman;  the  self-possession  and  skill  rsqoired  to 
meet  theexposures  and  dangerainoidenttoassa  Ufe, 
both  in  peace  and  in  war,  c^n  only  be  acquired  on 
the  seas;  the  same  conseqaences  which  result  from 
id  lenses  and  nerlect,  in  all  other  conditions  of  life, 
will  assuredly  follow  in  this;  and  charged,  as  the 
officer  IS,  with  protscting  the  property,  as  well  as 
defending  the  righu  and  honor  tf  his  country, 
his  incapacity  is  not  less  dishonorable  to  himself 
than  injurious  to  her.  Unless,  however,  his  coun- 
try afilorrfs  him  opportunities  of  acquiring  this 
professional  experience  by  oAen  calling  him  into 
active  service,  it  would  be  unjust  to  complain  of 
his  inability  to  perform  these  high  duties,  and  it 
is  only  when  he  declines  these  opportunities  that 
he  can  be  fairly  charged  with  being  ignorant  of 
what  he  has  never  been  permittM  to  learn. 

Experience  has  also  demonstrated  that  it  is  only 
by  frequency  of  active  service  at  sea,  that  the 
otherwise  unavoidable  consequences  of  a  long 
peace  can,  in  any  degree,  be  arrested.  All  other 
expedienu  will  be  found  either  entirely  uselees,  or 
only  partially  operative;  and  I  abstain  from  sug- 
gesting any  material  alterations  in  the  system  of 
Che  service,  not  only  for  that  reason,  but  because 
my  limited  experience  in  this  Department  has  not 
given  me  sufficient  confidence  in  my  own  opinions, 
or,  perhaps,  entitled  them  to  the  consideration  of 
others. 

There  are  other  strong  and  imposing  reasons 
for  keeping  up  the  present  naval  establishment  of 
the  United  States  in  full  vigor  and  activity. 

The  unremitting  attention  which,  since  the  late 
war  with  England,  and  the  secrets  it  disclosed , 
has  been  paid  by  the  maritime  powers  of  Europe 
to  the  improvement  and  perfection  of  their  ships 
of  war  and  of  naval  discipline,  calls  for  awakened 
vigilance  on  our  part.  The  position  of  the  United 
States,  remote  as  it  is  from  the  scene  of  European 
rivalry,  affords  no  immunity  from  iu  conse- 
quences. Commerce  makes  neighbors  of  all  na- 
tions, and  the  conflicts  of  interest  or  ambition 
between  any  two  can  scarcely  fail  of  involving 
many  others.  Against  such  imminent  contingen- 
cies, an  adequate  naval  force,  keeping  pace  with 
the  commerce  and  resources  of  the  countr^r,  well 
manned,  and,  above  all,  well  disciplined,  is  our 
mo»t  effectual  security.  It  is  equally  recom- 
mended by  its  comprehensive  sphere  of  action; 
the  facility  with  which  it  ca%  be  directed  to  dis- 
tant and  various  points,  and  By  its  freedom  from 
almost  all  those  objections  which  a  wise  people 
so  justly  cherish  towards  great  military  establish- 
ments. In  addition  to  these  considerations,  it 
comes  recommended  to  the  people  of  the  United 
States  as  the  best  guardian  of  their  flag,  wherever 
It  is  carried  by  their  enterprise,  as  well  as  by 
having  so  largely  contributed  to  that  fund  of 
national  repntation,  which  being  a  common  pos- 
session, constitutes  one  of  the  strongest  bonds  of 
our  Union . 

Respectfully  submitted, 

J.  K.  PAULDINa 
To  ths  Pkesidknt  or  the  Unitkd  States. 


Report  of  Cbe  Postmaster  General. 

Post  OrricE  Departmekt,  ) 
Decmbtr  3, 1838.  > 
*  Sie:  The  post  routes  of  the  United  States  in 
operation  on  the  Ist  day  of  July  last  were,  as 
nearly  as  can  be  ascertained,  134,818  miles  in 
extent.  The  rate  of  annual  transportation  on 
that  day  was  about  34,580,302  miles,  and  its  cost 
13,131,308,  viz: 

Miles.  Cost. 

By  horse  and  sulky 11,573,918    $831,028 

By  stage  and  coach 20,593,192    1,889,792 

By  steamboat  and  railroad.  2,413,092       410,488 


34,580,202  $3,131,308 


This  is  exclusive  of  transportation  by  steam- 
boats and  other  vessels,  under  the  5th  and  6th 
sections  of  the  act  of  1825,  which  costs  about 
|16,000  more. 

The  lettings  of  the  present  year  have  been  at  a 
considerable  advance  on  former  prices,  except 
those  of  the  express  mails,  which  have  been  at  a 
saving  of  about  twenty-nine  per  cent. 


To  avoid  daneer  of  embarrassment  from  the 
recent  check  on  the  revenue  of  the  Department, 
retrenchments  and  suspensions  of  service  have 
been  made  to  the  amount  of  $359,641  per  annum. 
Great  care  has  been  taken  to  make  them  in  service 
which  was  of  the  least  value  to  the  community. 

The  report  of  the  First  Assistant  Postmaster 
Qen4ral,  hsrewith  transmitted,  furnishes  interest- 
ing details  as  to  the  mail  service. 

On  the  1st  July  last  the  number  of  post  offices 
was  12,519,  being  an  increase  of  752  during  the 
preceding  year.  The  number  established  was 
1.104,  and  the  number  discontinued  352.  During 
the  same  year,  the  appointments  of  postmasters 
were  2,068. 

The  number  of  post  offices  on  this  day  is  12,553. 

Thenumber  of  contractors  in  service  during  the 
last  year  was  about  1,947.  Of  this  number,  592 
have  been  fined  or  had  deductions  made  from  their 
TOiy,  on  account  of  delinquencies  and  omissions. 
The  aggregate  amount  of  fines  and  deductions, 
excluding  remissions,  was  $67,128  54. 
The  revenue  of  the  Department  for  the  year  end- 
ing June  30, 1637,  was $4,100,605  43 

The    accruing   expenditures  were 

about 3,303,428  03 

Excess  of  revenue $797,177  40 

The  revenue  of  the  Department  for  the  year  end- 
ing 30th  June  last,  is  estimated  to 
have  been $4,262,145 

The  engagements  and  liabilities  of  the 
Department  for  the  same  year  were  4,680,068 

Excess  of  engagements  and  I  {abilities  .    $417 ,923 

The  surplus  on  hand  has  prevented  embarrass- 
ment from  this  excess  of  liabilities. 

Compared  with  the  preceding  year,  the  revenue 
has  increased  about  four  per  cent.  This  is  an 
unexpected  and  most  gratifying  result. 

The  cash  on  hand  on  the  1st  instant,  was  as 
follows; 
In  banks,  available,  or  expected  to  be  so  after  the 

1st  January  next .$84,220  01 

In  draft  offices  and  due  from  the  Canada 

post  office 229,848  74 

Total $314.068  75 

It  will  be  seen  that  the  surplus  funds  of  the 
Department,  which  at  one  time  exceeded  $800,000, 
have  been  greatly  diminished. 

The  deurmination  of  Congress  not  to  reduce 
letter  postsges,  as  suggested  in  my  annual  report 
of  1836,  was  considered  in  the  lignt  of  an  instruc- 
tion to  apply  the  cash  on  hand,  and  the  increasing 
current  revenue,  to  improvements  of  the%iail  ser- 
vice. It  was  estimated  that  the  seven  hundred 
new  routes  established  in  1836,  and  the  improve- 
ments of  service  on  many  old  ones,  in  conjunction 
with  the  usual  annual  increase  of  business  in  the 
country,  would  add  at  least  fifteen  per  cent,  to  the 
revenue  of  the  last  year,  which  would  be  main- 
tained with  a  still  further  increase  during  the 
present  year.  The  extension  of  mail  service  was 
accordingly  carried  far  enough  to  consume  this 
anticipated  increase,  and  also,  in  the  progress  of 
a  few  years,  reduce  the  surplus  on  hand  to  the 
lowest  amount  consistent  with  the  convenience  of 
the  Department.  The  general  financial  disasters 
of  last  year  have  not  reduced  the  revenue,  as  might 
have  been  expected,  but  have  prevented  most  of 
the  anticipated  increase,  and  thrown  the  Depart- 
ment upon  its  surplus  to  sustain  a  large  portion 
of  its  extensions.  The  indications  now  are,  that 
there  will  be  a  slight  improvement  in  the  revenue 
of  the  current  fiscal  year  over  the  preceding,  but 
not  enough  to  produce  any  material  effect.  An 
advance  somewhat  greater  may  be  reasonably 
expected  next  year,  but  not  great  enough  to  meet 
the  increasing  cost  of  mail  service,  and  put  into 
operation  the  new  routes  established  at  the  last 
session  of  Congress.  It  will  hence  be  seen,  that, 
for  more  than  a  year  to  come,  the  curtailment, 
rather  than  the  extension  of  service,  on  routes 
now  in  operation,  is  to  be  expected. 

In  general,  the  accounts  of  postmasters  are  ren- 
dered, and  the  duties  of  contractors  performed, 
with  the  utmost  fidelity  and  precision.    Indeed- 


the« world  may  be  challenged  for  any  similar  estab- 
lishment, embracing  so  much  intelligence,  activity, 
and  energy,  and  yielding  to  millions  of  mankind 
so  much  unqualified  good.  The  chief  obstructions 
which  it  has  recently  encountered  in  its  career  of 
usefulness,  have  arisen  from  the  deficiencies  and 
unreasonable  demands  of  corporate  bodies  which 
it  had  employed,  or  deemed  it  useful  to  emplo) , 
in  the  public  service* 

In  managingits  funds  through  the  public  agsnts, 
who  are  under  bonds  for  their  security,  and  re- 
movable at  will,  and  in  dealing  with  the  individual 
freemen  of  the  States  and  of  ihe  United  States  in 
competition  with  each  other,  it  finds  all  its  opera- 
tions easy,  safe,  and  prosperous. 

At  their  last  session,  Congress  enacted  *<  that 
'  each  and  every  raihroad  within  the  limits  of  the 

*  United  States  which  now  is,  or  hereafter  may  be 
'  made  and  completed,  shall  be  a  post  route,  and 

<  the  Postmaster  General  shall  causa  the  mail  to 

<  be  transported  thereon,  provided  he  can  have  it 

*  done  on  reasonable  terms,  and  not  paying  more 

*  than  twenty-five  per  centum  over  and  above 

*  what  similar  transportation  would  cost  in  post 

*  coaches." 

To  avoid  further  trouble  with  the  railroad  com- 
panies on  the  main  mail  lines,  it  was  determined 
to  pay  them,  upon  renewal  of  existing  contracts, 
the  highest  price  which  this  law  would  admit. 
But  there  was  difficulty  in  fixing  on  that  price. 
In  the  first  place,  it  was  to  be  ascertained  what 
Congress  meant  by  the  phrase  **  nmtJsr  tnoMpw- 
ttttUm"  and,  in  the  next  place,  whtt  that  (rompsr- 
tatifm,  w<nUd  cost  in  post  coaches.  It  was  obvious 
that  they  could  not  mean  a  transportation  equal  in 
speed;  for  that  would  be  impossible.  They  could 
not  mean  the  same  transportation,  or  the  transpor- 
tion  of  the  same  mail  upon  the  same  route;  ibr  in 
that  case  the  word  stnne  would  have  been  used 
instead  of  the  word  **  similar."  It  seemed  proba- 
ble that  they  had  reference  to  the  ordinary  post 
coach  transportation  in  the  same  section  of  coun- 
try, and  to  the  points  of  similarity  between  that 
and  railroad  transportation,  intending  the  addi- 
tional twenty-five  per  cent,  as  compensation  for 
the  increased  speed.  This  construction  would  have 
given  the  railroad  companies  as  liberal  a  compen- 
sation as  they  had  a  right  to  expect,  inasmucn  as 
it  would  have  materialT]jr  increased  the  cost  of  mail 
transportation,  while,  in  respect  to  passengers, 
produce,  and  merchandise,  the  cost  is  everywhere 
cheapened  by  them. 

But  upon  a  careful  consideration  of  the  words 
of  the  law,  in  connection  with  the  mail  service 
existing  at  the  time  of  its  passage,  the  Department 
felt  itself  constrained  to  adopt  a  construction  more 
favorable  to  the  railroad  companies.  That  the 
word  **  similar^*  should  be  construed  as  having  no 
reference  to  speed,  was  a  position  which,  accord- 
ing to  legal  as  well  as  just  rules  of  construction* 
could  not  be  maintained.  From  Ne#  York  to 
Baltimore,  the  great  southern  and  western  mails 
are  united  in  one.  At  the  latter  point  they  sepa- 
rate, one  portion,  believed  to  be  the  larser,  gomg 
West,  and  the  other  South.  It  could  not  be 
doubted  that  the  transportation  of  the  western 
mail  was,  in  its  bulk,  its  weight,  its  importance, 
and  also  its  speed,  more  <*  similar"  to  that  on  the 
main  southern  line,  than  any  other  appertaining 
to  the  Department.  The  Department,  therefore, 
felt  constrained  to  take  the  cost  of  that  transpor- 
tation as  its  guide  in  fixing  on  the  basis  for  the 
allowance  to  railroad  companies  on  the  main 
southern  line,  provided  for  by  law.  The  average 
cost  of  this  line,  from  Baltimore  to  Cincinnati, 
was  found  to  be  $190  per  mile.  To  this  sum, 
twenty-five  per  cent,  was  added,  and  the  aggre- 
gate, $237  50,  wall  offered  to  the  railroad  compa- 
nies between  Fredericksburg,  Virginia,  and  the 
Roanoke  river,  as  the  highest  compensation  which 
could  be  allowed  them  by  law.  The  same  rule 
was  intended  to  be  applied  to  all  railroads  under 
like  circumstances.  It  was  not  doiU^ted  that  this 
provision  would  be  readily  accepted  as  more  ampl 
than  the  railroad  companies  had  a  right  to  expect, 
and  that  this  troublesome  matter  would  have  been 
forever  adjusted,  so  far  as  regards  those  roads. 
But  the  proposal  of  ths  Department  has  not  been 
acceded  to,  and  not  only  is  a  higher  compensa- 
tion demanded,  but  conditions  are  insisted  on  as 
extraordinary  as  the  concession  of  them  would  be 
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impolitic  and  ill«gak  The  Department  is,  there- 
fore,  engaged  in  making  proTision  for  the  trana- 
portation  of  the  great  aoothem  mail  by  other 
meana  after  the  let  of  January  next,  not  being  at 
liberty  nnder  the  law,  even  if  it  were  otherwise 
disposed,  to  accede  to  the  urms  demanded  by  the 
imitrottd  companies.  This  cannot  be  done  on  the 
same  line  withont  public  inconvenience  in  the  loss 
of  time;  and  although  a  riml  line  may  be  raised 
Qp  in  the  coarse  of  a  few  months  fully  equal  in 
speed,  yet  it  will  not  be  so  conrenient  to  the 
Department,  or  in  all  respects  so  useful  to  the  pub- 
lic as  the  one  in  question.  But  having  offered  all 
that  the  law  admitted,  and  more  than  justice  and 

food  policy  wonld  have  sanctioned  had  no  law 
een  pamed,  the  Department  does  not  feel  itself 
in  any  way  responsible  for  the  public  inconveni- 
ence which  may  ensue. 

These  details  have  been  given  that  Congress 
may  correct  the  construction  given  to  the  law  of 
last  session  if  too  liberal  or  too  strict,  or  resort 
to  such  further  enactments  as  the  public  interest 
■lay  seem  to  require.  The  principle  that  Con- 
gress may  eonetitotionally  make  roads  for  the 
tnnsportation  of  the  mails,  once  entertained  by 
some,  seems  to  be  generally  abandoned;  but  that 
they  "OMty  use  for  that  purpose  all  roads  con- 
structed under  the  authority  of  the  States,  has 
hitherto  been  universally  conceded.  The  char- 
ters of  railroads  are  granted  for  the  public  con- 
venience, and  in  their  conetruction  they  are  con- 
sidered so  far  public  that  private  property  ie 
taken  at  a  valuation  for  their  use  without  the  con- 
sent of  the  owner.  Whether  these  roads  are  to 
form  an  exception  as  to  the  right  of  use  vested  in 
the  United  States  by  the  Constitution  is  a  quee- 
tion  whieh  it  may  soon  become  necessary  to  con- 
sider. 

The  valuable  books  and  papers  of  this  Depart- 
ment are  in  constant  peril  from  the  combustible 
nature  of  the  building  now  occupied.  It  has  a 
shingle  roof  and  much  wood  work  within,  and  in 
the  Department  and  the  Auditor's  office  there  are 
daily  about  seventy  fires.  It  is,  jserhaps,  in 
greater  danger  from  the  proximity  of  stables  and 
other  wooden  buiklinge  which  could  hardly  burn, 
in  some  directions  of  the  wind,  without  involving 
the  whole  structure  occupied  by  the  Department 
in  their  deetrnction.  The  consciousness  of  this 
constant  peril  is  one  of  the  most  painful  incidente 
to  tha administration  of  the  Department,  and  I  can 
only  relieve  mjself  from  a  weight  of  responsibil- 
ity by  reqnesung  you  to  bring  this  subject  to  the 
•erious  attention  of  Congress. 

With  the  highest  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 
AMOS  KENDALL. 
To  the  PaaeiDSNT  or  tbs  United  States. 


KeiNirt  er  tlM  JHiJor  General  at  the  Anny. 

e 

Head  GluAaTERe  or  the  Army,     > 
Wabuikgton,  J^ot.  29, 1838.  ( 

Sir:  In  conformity  with*  instructions  received 
from  the  War  Department,  dated  on  the  25th  of 
September,  1838, 1  have  the  honor  to  present  the 
following  statements  and  returns: 

First — A  statement  showing  the  organization  of 
Ifae  Armv; 

Second — ^A  general  return  of  the  Army; 

Third— Distribution  of  the  troops  in  the  eastern 
division; 

Fourth— Distribution  of  the  troops  in  the  west- 
ern division; 

Fifth — A  return  showing  the  number  of  troops 
under  the  command  of  Brigadier  Qenend  Ta^^lor, 
serving  in  Florida  against  the  Seminole  Indians; 
and 

Sixth — A  statement  showing  the  number  of  re- 
cruiu  enlisted  in  the  Army,  from  the  let  January, 
1838. 

Since  my  last  annual  report,  the  Army  has  been 
actively  employed,  in  various  quarters,  and  in 
various  ways.  Although  It  is  not  in  my  power  to 
stau  that  the  war  in  Florida  against  the  Seminole 
Indians  has  been  brought  to  a  close,  there  is  every 
probability,  from  the  extreme  misery  to  which  thie 
Indians  have  been  reduced,  and  the  indications 
thev  have  manifested  to  surrender,  that  the  war 
will  not  be  of  long  continuance.  A  report  of  the 
operations  in  Florida,  up  to  ths  close  of  the  com« 


mand  of  Major  General  Jesup,  has  been  made  to  ' 
you  bv  that  officer,  and  was  laid  before  Congress 
at  its  last  session,  and  printed  by  the  authority  of 
that  body. 

Previously  to  his  withdrawal  from  the  command 
in  Florida,  Qeneral  Jesup  reported  that  active 
openitiooa  would  necessarily  cease  by  the  SOih  of 
April,  in  consequence  of  the  climat#and  that  a 
portion  of  the  troops  would  be  available,  during 
the  unhealthy  season,  for  eervice  eleewhere;  orders 
where  therefore  given  for  the  four  regiments  of 
artillery  acting  as  infantry,  and  ons  regiment  of 
infantry,  to  march  into  the  Cherokee  country  and 
report  to  Major  General  Scott,  to  be  employed,  if 
necessary,  in  obliging  the  Cherokees  to  fulfill  their 
treaty  stipulations  in  reference  to  their  removal 
to  the  country  alloted  to  them  west  of  the  Missis- 
sippi. 

Upon  the  retiring  of  General  Jesup  from  Flor- 
ida, Brigadier  General  Taylor,  the  officer  next 
in  rank  there,  was  assigned  to  the  command.    At 
the  close  of  the  campaign,  nearly  all  the  volun- 
teer force  in  Florida  was  discharged,  leaving  in 
that  Territory  the  whole  of  the  second  regiment  of 
dragoons,  the  first  and  sixth  regiments  of  infan- 
try, and  some  Florida  volunteers.    This  force 
was  distributed  among  the  principal  depots,  and  i 
the  stations  along  the  bordere  of  the  ^ttlemeots,  { 
to  guard  the  supplies  and  afford  protection  to  the  ! 
inhabitants,  most  of   the  interior    posts    being  | 
abandoned;  experience  having  shown  that  they  j 
could  not  be  occupied  during  the  summer  and  | 
part  of  the  autumn,  without  great  sacrifice  of  life.  I 
During  the  past  summer,  although  the  iroo|M 
were  kept  in  continual  commotion,  the  enemy, 
scattered  in  small  bands,  succeeded   in  commit-  j 
ting  several  murders,  which,  on  a  line  of  frontier  i 
so  extensive,  could  scarcely  have  been  prevented. 

In  the  month  of  April,  a  battalion  of  the  sixth  i 
regiment  of  infantry  was  sent  from  Tampa  to  St.  | 
Marks,  to  prevent  a  junction  between  some  : 
Creek  Indians,  who  had  crossed  the  Appalachi-  ! 
cola,  and  the  Seminoles,  and  to  emigrate  the  I 
Creeks,  if  possible.  A  few  of  these  Creeks  are  , 
in  our  possession,  but  the  most  of  them  are  still 
in  the  swamps  cf  the  Appalachicola  and  Ockloc- 
konne  rivers? 

On  the  26ch  of  June,  General  Taylor  shipped 
from  Tampa,  for  their  new  homes,  three  hundred 
and  sixty-two  Indians  and  negroes,  retaining  forty- 
six  for  runners  and  guides.  The  General  reports 
the  murder  of  Bailee  Hadjo  and  four  other  Sem- 
inoles by  the  Mickasukees,  to  whom  they,  were 
sent  by  General  Jesup.  In  the  same  month  thirty- 
eight  Seminoles  delivered  themselves  to  the  com- 
manding officer  at  Fort  King.  In  the  middle  of 
the  month  General  Taylor  reports  the  war  with 
the  Seminoles  as  drawing  to  a  close;  but  that  the 
Mick*ukee  and  Tallahassee  bands,  with  the  ref- 
ugee Creeks,  are  rnore  hostile  than  ever.  They 
number  between  four  and  five  hundred  warriors, 
and  are  dispersed  in  small  parties  over  an  immense 
country.  In  the  beginning  of  June,  it  was  ascer- 
tained that  a  party  of  Indians  had  entered  the 
Ockefinokee  swamp,  in  Geoi^ia,and  had  commit-^ 
ted  some  murders  in  that  State.  Five  companies 
of  regular  troopa  and  one  of  Georgia  volunteers 
were  marched  to  that  quarter  to  afford  protection 
to  the  inhabitants,  and,if  possible,  to  dislodge  the 
enemy;  besides  which,  the  Governor  of  Georgia, 
at  his  suggestion,  was  authorized  by  the  War 
Department  to  call  into  service  a  regiment  of 
militia,  for  the  better  protection  of  the  exposed 
settlements.  On  the  21st  of  September,  the  Gen- 
eral was  visited  at  Tampa  by  the  principal  chiefs 
of  the  Tallahassees,  with  several  sub-chiefs,  who 
professed  to  be  anxious  for  peace,  and  pledged 
themselves  to  come  in  for  emigration  by  the  ^th 
of  October,  and  (o  bring  in  with  them  their  people, 
and  to  send  runners  to  the  Ockefinokee  swamp  to 
get  the  fugitive  Creeks,  said  to  be  twenty-two  in 
number,  to  join  them.  It  was  the  opinion  of  the 
General  at  that  time,  that  there  was  decidedly  a 
better  feeling  among  the  Indians,  as  regards  emi- 
gration, than  had  been  manifested  since  nis  arrival 
in  Florida.  £arl^  in  October,  the  General  re- 
paired to  the  Appalachicola  river,  with  a  view  of 
obliging  the  Appalachicola  Indians  to  fulfill  their 
promise  of  removing  to  the  West;  and  also  to  take 
measures  to  get  in  the  fugitive  Creeks  secreted  in 
that  section  of  the  country.    On  the  20th  of  the 


month,  the  day  stipulated,  he  succeeded  in  em- 
barking the  whole  of  the  Appalachicola  Indians 
on  boafd  of  a  stcamijoat  for  their  new  homes. 
He,  however,  gained  no  intelligence  respecting  the 
fugitive  Crssks.  On  ths  30th  of  October,  the  Gen- 
eral reports  from  Fort  Harlee,  on  his  way  to 
Tampa  Bay,  that  he  had  received  letters  from  that 
place  which  he  could  rely  on,  of  the  moet  satis- 
factory chariSter,  as  to  a  portion  of  the  hostile 
Indians  coming  in  for  emigration .  This  informa- 
tion did  not  prevent  the  contemplated  movements 
of  the  troops  into  the  country,  and  the  occupancy 
of  such  positions  as  would  tend  to  hasten  the  sur- 
render of  the  Indians  still  remaining  there.  Two 
of  the  regiments  of  artillery,  and  one  regiment  and 
one  battalion  of  infantrjjr  dave  been  ordered  to  re- 
inforce the  army  in  Florida,  and  two  hundred  and 
forty-seven  recfUits  are  now  on  their  way  to  Tampa 
by  the  Mississippi  route.  The  force  in  Florida 
may,  therefore,  be  computed  at  about  three  thou- 
sand two  hundred  and  forty  regulaiji,  and  three 
hundred  and  ssventy  militia. 

Colonel  Lindaay,  of  the  second  regiment  of 
artillery,  vftio  was  in  command  of  the  forces  as- 
sembled in  the  Cherokee  country  at  the  date  of 
my  laet  report,  continued  on  that  duty  until  early 
in  April,  when  Major  General  ScoU  assumed,  by 
order  of  the  War  Department,  tha  direction  of 
affairs  in  that  quarter. 

The  Cherokees  were  require?,  by  their  treaty 
stipulations,  to  commence  emicrating  to  the  west 
of  the  Mississippi  on  the  23d  of  May ;  but  it  being 
apprehended  that  they  would  not  oomoaence  their 
removal  at  the  time  stipulatsd,  unless  compelled 
to  do  so,  a  strong  regular  force  was  assembled  in 
their  country  and  placed  at  the  disposal  of  General 
Scott,  who  was  also  authorized  to  call  on  the 
Governors  of  the  States  interested  in  the  removal 
of  the  Cherokees,  for  such  militia  force  as  he 
might  deem  necessary,  not  exceeding  four  thou- 
sand men.  The  disposition  which  the  General 
made  of  his  troops  was  such  as  to  convince  the  • 
Indians  of  his  determination  to  enforce  the  terms  of 
the  treaty;  and  relying  on  the  disposition  of  the 
General  to  oblige  them  to  yield  to  those  terms,  ae 
well  as  on  his  disposition  to  protect  them  in  their 
persons  and  property,  the  Cherokees  submitted 
to  his  direction,  and  peaceably  departed  for  the 
country  allotted  to  them  in  the  Went,  as  fast  as 
circumstances  would  permit. 

In  the  month  of  January  information  was  re- 
ceived that  unlawful  combinations  of  persons  on 
our  northern  frontiers  were  forming  for  the  purpose 
of  interfering  with  the  Government  of  Canada, 
and  joining  with  the  disaffected  in  that  country  in 
endeavoring  to-  subvert  the  existing  government, 
in  violation  of  the  treaty  of  peace  between  the 
United  States  and  Great  Britain.  It  being  deemed 
necessary,  on  account  of  these  combinations,  to 
send  a  military  force  to  the  frontier  toguard  against 
an  infraction  of  the  treaty.  Major  General  Scott 
was  directed  to  proceed  to  Buffalo,  and  to  take  the 
direction  of  affaire  along  the  frontier;  and  there 
being  no  other  disposable  regular  troops,  the  re- 
cruits in  depot  were  formed  into  detachments  and 
forthwith  dispatched  to  the  frontiers.  On  General 
Scott's  arrival  on  the  Niagara  he  found  the  line 
guarded  by  about  sixteen  hundred  militia  of  the 
State  of  New  York,  called  out  by  order  of  the 
Governor,  a  thousand  of  which  were  received  into 
the  United  States  service;  but  subsequently,  w||h 
the  exception  of  a  few  companies,  discharged. 
With  Brigadier  General  Bx^Aj  on  the  Detroit 
frontier,  and  Brigadier  GeneroJ  Wool  on  the  Cham- 
plain  and  Vermont  frontiers,  and  with  the  assist- 
ance of  the  civil  authorities  and  the  ofiicers  of  the 
revenue.  General  Scott,  aided  by  Colonel  Worth 
and*Major  Young,  was  enabled  to  frustrate  every 
open  attempt  to  violate  our  friendly  relations  on 
the  border.  Too  much  praise  cannot  be  bestowed 
upon  the  officers  and  soldiers,  and  others  engaged 
in  this  aervice,  for  their  zeal  and  activity  at  that 
particular  juncture,  and  in  the  midst  of  the  rigors 
of  a  northern  winter,  in  the  effectual  performance' 
of  so  arduous  a  duty. 

Order  being  restored  about  the  middle  of  March, 
and  the  militia  discharged.  General  Scott,,  as  before 
stated,  was  ordered  to  take  the  direction  of  affairs 
in  the  Cherokee  country.  The  regular  troops, 
however,  remained  on  the  frontier,  in  order  to  • 
check  any  renewed  attempts  at  crossing  the  line. 
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In  the  month  of  June,  it  waa  reported  that  the 
combinations  referred  to  were  atitl  existing:,  and 
daily  gaining  strength,  by  refagees  from  Canada 
joining  them,  and  that  they  were  organizing  them- 
■elves  along  the  whola  line  of  frontier,  and  making 
preparations  for  farther  attempts  upon  Canada; 
and  that  a  gang  of  desperadoes  haa  burned  the 
Briiisb  steamboat  Sir  Robert  Peel  in  our  waters. 

On  the  12th  of  June,  I  was  directed  by  the  Pres- 
ident to  repair  to  the  frontier,  there  to  examine 
into  the  state  of  things,  and  to  use  every  possible 
exertion  to  defeat  the  purposes  of  theoombioations 
alluded  to.  Having  ordered  such  troops  aa  could 
becolieeted  lo  proved  to  Sackett'd  Harbor  and 
the  Cbamplain  frontier,  i  set  out  on  the  same  day, 
taking  Albany  and  Oswego  in  my  route,  and 
■rriv«i  at  Sackett's  Harbor  on  the  night  of  the 
17ih.  Immediately  after  ray  arrival,  I  took  meas- 
ures to  cause  to  be  published,  and  widely  circu- 
lated for^general  ioformation,  copies  of  the  laws 
of  the  United  States  under  which  I  was  authorized 
coadopt  measures  to  repreasall  hostile  acts  origin- 
atiog  within  our  borders,  against  the  territory 
of  a  friendly  Power,  and  to  preserve  our  friendly 
relations  with  Great  Britain;  and  to  carry  into 
tffcet  these  objecu,  I  issued  a  general  order,  di- 
viding the  frontier  Hito  four  districts,  to  the  coro- 
iQand  of  which  officers  of  experience  were  duly 
aiiigned.  I  found  Brigadier  General  Brady  and 
UeutenaniColonel  CumroingsatSackett's  Harbor, 
bat  none  of  the  troops  which  had  been  ordered 
ihidier  had  yet  arrived.  1  ordered  General  Bimdy 
to  proceed  to  the  Detroit  frontier,  where  I  deemed 
bis  presence  most  important.  A  detachment  of 
about  one  hundred  recruits  reached  Sackett's Har- 
bor a  day  or  two  after  my  arrival.  There  was  a 
•mall  detachment  of  New  York  militia  stationed 
at  French  Creek,  called  out  by  order  of  the  Gov- 
ernor, which  I  caused  to  be  relieved  by  the  regular 
troops  as  soon  as  a  sufficient  body  of  them  had 
arrived,  when  the  militia  were  mustered,  paid, and 
discharged.  The  commanding  officer  at  French 
Creek  was  furnished  wi^h  boats  to  enable  him  to 
cruise  around  the  islands  in  the  St.  Lawrence. 
Oo  the  20ih  of  Jun^,  an  additional  number  of  re- 
eraiiB  having  arrived  at  Sackett's  Harbor,  the 
ateamboat  Telegraph  was  taken  into  the  service  of 
the  United  States,  and  a  detachment  placed  on 
board  under  command  of  Captain  Gwynne,  of  the 
infantry,  who  was  also  ordered  to  cruise  among 
the  "Thousand  Islands,"  in  8ea|;ch  of  the  gang 
above  alluded  to.  On  the  20(h  of  June,  I  dis- 
patched an  aid-de-camp,  with  a  letter  to  Sir  John 
Colbome,  or  the  officer  commanding  the  British 
{  forces  at  Kingston,  Upper  Canada,  a&quainting 
I  him  with  the  purpose  of  the  above-mentioned  ex- 
pedition. My  aid-de-camp  was  directed  at  the 
aame  time,  to  state  to  the  commanding  officer  at 
Kingston  that,  if  he  were  disposed  to  fit  out  a  sim- 
ilar expedition,  we  would  cooperate  in  making  a 
general  search  among  the  ''Thousand  Islands,"  for 
the  gang  of  pirates  infesting  them,  which  had  been 
engaged  in  burning  the  British  steamboat  Sir 
Robert  Peel.  About  a  week  afterwards,  the  Hon. 
Colonel  Dundas,  of  the  British  Army,  command- 
ant at  Kingston,  and  Captain  Landom,  of  the 
Royal  Navy,  crossed  over  to  see  me  on  the  subject 
'  of  the  proposed  cooperation,  when  it  was  egreed 
that  a  similar  expeaition  would  be  fiited  out  on 
their  part,  and  the  2d  of  July  fixed  as  the  day  of 
meeting  of  the  parties.  After  a  search  of  some 
;  ^^79,  t3ie  haunt  of  the  pirates  was  discovered,  but 
in  the  attempt  to  take  the  pirates,  they  all  made 
their  escape  except  two,  who  were  seized.  The 
gang,  it  appeared,  consisted  of  but  eight  men  at 
that  time,  among  whom  was  the  notorious  Bill 
Johnson,  their  leader;  they  were  well  supplied 
with  arms  and  ammunition,  and  had  a  fi^st  row- 
ing boat.  Ths  two  men  taken,  with  the  arms  of 
the  gang  and  the  boat,  were  sent  to  Sackett's  Har- 
bor, aiid  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  proper  au- 
thority, to  be  disposed  of  according  to  law. 

On  my  arrival  at  Sackett's  Harbor,  I  was  in- 
formed that  great  excitement  prevailed  in  conse- 
quence of  the  approaching  trial  of  some  prisoners 
at  Watertown,  charged  with  tba  burning  of  the 
Sir  Robert  Peel,  and  that  thesheriff  of  the  county 
had  written  to  Lieutenant  Colonel  Cummings,  the 
commanding  officer  at  SackeU's  Harbor,  for  a 
guard  to  prevent  a  rescue  of  the  prisoners.    As 


soon  as  the  troops  arrived,  a  guard,  commanded 
by  an  officer,  was  sent  to  Watertown,  as  the  sheriff 
had  requested. 

Having  made  all  the  necessary  arrangements  at 
Sackett's  Harbor,  I  visited  all  the  important  points 
on  the  frontier  from  that  place  to  Ogd  ens  burg,  and 
crossed  the  country  thence  to  Plattsburg  and  Ver- 
moDi.  1  found  Colonel  Cutler  with  a  detachment 
of  recruits,  e^ual  to  about  a  company,  at  Platts- 
burg, and  Major  Churchill  in  Vermont,  with  about 
an  equal  force  stationed  at  S wanton.  Everything 
appearing  to  be  perfectly  quiet  at  that  lime  on  the 
border,  after  giving  the  necessary  directions,  I  pro- 
ceeded to  Buffalo,  where  1  was  advised  by  the  War 
Department  that  three  regiments  of  artillery  would^ 
be  withdrawn  from  the  Cherokee  country,  and^ 
would  be  disposable  for  service  on  the  northern 
rontier;  in  consequence  of  which,  I  issued  a  gen- 
eral order  directing  that  the  first  regiment  of  artillery 
should  occupy  the  Champlain  frontier,  the  second 
regiment  of  artillery  the  Niagara  and  Detroit  fron- 
tiers, and  that  the  recruits  mentioned  as  having 
arrivsd  on  the  frontier  in  the  early  ^art  of  the  sea- 
son should  be  relieved  by  those  regiments,  and 
repair  to  Sackett's  Harbor,  there  to  join  the  head- 
quarters of  the  eighth  regiment  of  infantry,  to 
I  which  they  had  been  assigned;  which  regiment 
was  to  occupy  that  part  of  the  frontier  from  Ogdens- 
burg  to  Rochester,  and  General  Brady  to  command 
the  troope  west  of  Rochester,  within  the  eastern 
division,  and  General  Eustis  all  the  troops  on  the 
frontier  east  of  Rochester.  The  remaining  regi- 
ment of  artillery  (the  fourth)  was  intended  to  be 
left  in  position  in  New  York  harbor,  as  a  reserve, 
to  reinforce  such  portions  of  the  frontier  as  might 
require  to  be  strengthened;  but,  owing  to  the  «^nt 
of  troops  in  Florida,  that  regiment  was  ordered 
thither. 

After  inspecting  the  Niagara  frontier,  I  went  to 
Detroit  and  examined  the  military  establishments 
in  that  quarter;  and,  on  satisfying  myself  as  to  the 
state  of  things  there,  I  returned  to  Buffalo,  touch- 
ing at  the  intermediate  points,  and  proceeded  along 
the  frontier  to  Sackett's  Harbor,  and  inspected  the 
new  regiment  under  Colonel  Worth,  with  the  prog- 
ress of  which,  in  discipline  and  appearance,  I  was 
highly  gratified.  After  which,  1  visited  the  whole 
line  to  Plattsburg,  and  thus  having  seen  that  the 
troops  were  well  posted,  and  that  the  officers  and 
men  were  zealous  in  the  performance  of  the  duty 
assigned  them  on  the  frontiers,  1  returned  to  the 
seat  of  government  to  prepare  my  annual  report. 

Since  my  return  to  the  seat  of  Government,  re- 

Sorts  have  been  received  of  unlawful  enterprises 
aving  been  made  from  our  border  by  armed  per- 
sons who  entered  Lower  Canada,  on  the  Cham- 
plain  frontier,  in  the  early  part  of  November,  who 
were,  however,  met  and  driven  back  by  the  Brit- 
ish forces,  and  on  their  retreat  the  fugitives  threw 
away  their  arms,  which  were  collected  by  our 
guard  stationed  near  the  line;  and,  also,  that 
another  party,  which  went  down  the  St.  Lawrence 
in  boats,  had  effected  a  landing  near  Prescott, 
Upper  Canada;  but,  after  a  short  time,  they  were 
attacked  bylhe  British  forces  and  completely  de- 
stroyed or  ^plured.  Colonel  Worth,  of  the  8th 
regiment,  commanding  at  Sackett's  Harbor,  hear- 
ing of  these  infractions  of  the  law,  promptly  pro- 
ceeded, in  the  steamboat  Telegraph,  to  Ogdens- 
burg,  with  a  body  of  troops,  taaing  with  him  the 
marshal  of  the  district  ana  other  civil  officers,  and 
seized  the  vessels  employed  in  the  enterprise,  and 
so  interposed  as  to  prevent  any  further  attempts 
at  crossing  into  that  part  of  Canada. 

Durine  the  summer  it  was  reported  to  General 
Gaines  that  the  Cherokees  settled  in  the  vicinity 
of  Fort  Gibson  had  sent  runners  to  the  other  tribes 
settled  on  the  western  frontier.  Inviting  them  to 
a  general  council  for  purposes  of  a  hostile  char- 
acter; and,  in  consequence,  the  General,  consider- 
ing it  proper  to  be  prepared  against  any  emer- 
gency growing  out  of  the  council,  took  the  in- 
cipient measure  of  obtaining  a  mounted  force  of 
ten  thousand  men,  and  immediately  nut  in  motion 
the  Government  troops  stationed  at  Fort  Leaven- 
worth and  Jefferson  barracks,  towards  the  place 
of  meeting  designated  by  the  Cherokees;  but  being 
informed,  while  on  the  way  thither,  that  the  ob'- 
ject  of  the  meeting  was  of  a  pacific  character,  he 
ordered  the  troops  back  to  their  stations. 


I  i  cannot  conclude  without  renewing  the  reeom- 
,  mendation  made  in  my  last  annual  report,  in 
reference  to  the  advantage  of  having  the  several 
regiments  and  corps  effective  in  officers  as  well  as 
in  men.  From  age  and  exposure,  officers  arc 
liable  to  become  unfit  for  active  service,  or,  indeed, 
for  any  service  at  all;  and,  consequently,  the  offi- 
cers next  in  rank  to  them  are  obliged  to  do  their 
duty.  I  would  respectfully  submit  that  officers 
thus  unfitted  for  service  should  /etire  on  their  pay 
I  proper  without  emoluments,  as  rations,  forags, 
{  &c.,  and  that  the  officer  next  in  rank  to  the  officer 
I  thus  retired,  be  promoted  to  fill  his  place,  with  the 
'  grade  and  emoluments  of  the  retired  officer,  but 
only  the  pay  of  the  grade  from  which  the  pro- 
moted officer  was  advanced;  thus  the  officer  pro- 
rooted  in  this  mannA*,  who  would  perform  a  higher 
duty,  would,  during  the  lifetimeof  the  retired  offi- 
cer, or.  while  he  filled  his  place  and  performed  his 
duties,  although  with  the  pay  of  a  rank  below,  be 
compensated  by  the  earlier  advanced  rank  which 
he  would  thereby  gain,  and  the  superior  emolu- 
ments attached  to  that  rank.  This  arrangement 
would  cost  the  Government  not  one  cent  more 
than  the  present  one;  the  only  difference  woulfl 
be,  that  the  places  of  the  non-effective  officers 
would  be  supplied  by  the  effective  officers  doing 
their  duty,  and  the  brevet  officers,  at  the  foot  of 
the  list,  would  be  sooner  advanced.  And  thus, 
by  the  increased  efficiency  of  the  several  regiments 
and  corps,  there  would  actually  a  benefit  result 
to  the  public;  and  I  feel  assured  that  the  arrange- 
ment would  be  acceptable  and  gratifying  to  maliy 
meritorious  officers. 

ALEXANDER  MACOMB, 
Major  General  Commonding  in  Chi^, 

Hon  J.  R.  POINSKTT,     , 

Secretary  qf  War. 


Repo^  of  tUe  Ccmunlssloner  of  Indian  Afllilrs. 

War  Department,  ) 

Office  Indian  Affairs,  .Yot.  25, 1838.  J 

Sir:  In  compliance  with  'your  directions,  the 
following  report  is  made  of  the  transactions  of 
this  office  for  the  last  year: 

The  most  striking  feature  of  the  peculiar  rela- 
tions that  the  Indians  bear  to  the  United  States,  is 
their  removal  to  the  west  side  of  the  Mississippi; 
a  change  of  residence  effected  under  treaties,  and 
with  the  utmost  regard  to  their  comfort  that  the 
circumstances  of  each  admitted.  The  advance  of 
white  settlements,  and  the  consuming  effect  of 
their  approach  to  the  red  man's  home,  has  long 
been  observed  by  the  humane  with  pain,  as 
leading  to  the  speedy  extinction  of  the  weaker 
party.  But  it  is  not  believed  that  any  suggestion 
of  the  policy  now  in  a  course  of  execution,  was 
authoritatively  made  prior  to  the  commencement 
of  the  present  century.  Since,  it  has  repeatedly, 
and  at  various  intervals,  received  the  sanction  of 
the  Chief  Magistrates  of  the  United  Slates,  and 
of  one  or  the  other  House  of  Congress,  without, 
however,  any  definite  action   prior  to  the  law 

Eaased  eight  years  ago.  Treaty  engagements  had 
een  previously  made  for  their  removal  west  with 
several  of  the  tribes,  but  the  act  referred  to  was  a 
formal  and  general  recognition  of  the  measure,  as 
desirable  In  regard  of  all  the  Indians  within  any 
State  or  Territory  east  of  the  Mississippi.  What- 
ever apprehensions  might  have  been  honestly 
entertained  of  the  results  of  this  scheme,  the 
arguments  in  favor  of  its  adoption,  deduced  from 
observation,  and  the  destructive  effects  of  a  con- 
tinuance in  their  old  positions,  are  so  far  strelftth- 
ened  by  the  success  attendant  upon  its  execution, 
as  to  have  convinced  all,  it  is  thought,  of  the 
humane  and  benevolent  tendency  of  the  measure. 
Experience  bad  shown,  that  however  commend- 
able the  efforts  to  amelioiate  a  savage  surrounded 
by  a  white  population ,  they  were  not  compensated 
to  any  great  extent  by  the  Gratification  which  is 
the  best  reward  of  doing  good.  A  few  individuals, 
in  a  still  smaller  number  of  tribes,  have  been  edu- 
cated, and  profited  by  the  opportunities  afforded 
them  to  become  civilized  and  highly  respectable 
men;  but  the  matia  has  retrograde,  giving  by  the 
contrast  greater  prominency  to  their  more  wisely 
judging  brethren.    What  can  even  the  moral  and 
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educated  Indian  promise  himself  in  a  white  settle-  ! 
ment?  Equality  he  does  not  and  cannot  possess,  | 
and  the  inflaence  that  is  the  just  possession  of  his  ! 
qualities,  in  the  ordinary  social  relations  of  life,  ! 
is  denied  him.  Separated  from  deteriorating  asso- 
ciations with  white  men,  the  reverse  will  be  the 
fact.  A  fair  and  wid^  field  will  be  open  before 
him,  in  which  he  can  cultivate  the  moral  and  in- 
tellectual virtues  ,of  the  human  beinp  around 
him,  and  aid  in  elevating  them  to  the  highest  con- 
dition which  they  are  capable  of  reaching.  If 
these  views  are  correct,  the  reflection  is  pleasant 
that  is  derived  from  the  belief  that  a  greater 
sacrifice  of  feeling  is  not  made  in  their  removal, 
than  falls  to  the  lot  of  oar  fellow-citizens,  in  the 
numerous  changes  of  residei^^e  that  considera- 
tions of  bettering  their  condiuon  are  daily  pro- 
ducing. Indeed,  it  cannot  be  admitted  to  be  so 
great;  for  ^hile  the  white  man  moves  West  or 
South,  accompanied  by  his  family  only,  the  In- 
dians  <go  by  tribes,  carrying  with  them  all  the 
pleasures  of  ancient  acquaintance,  common  hab- 
its, and  common  interests.  It  can  scarcely  be 
contended  that  they  are  more  susceptible  or  suf- 
fering at  the  breaking  up  of  local  associations 
than  w^  are,  for  apart  from  their  condition  not 
favoring  the  indulgence  of  the  finer  feelings,  fact 
proves  that  they  sell  a  part  of  their  possessions 
without  reluctance,  and  leave  their  cabins  and 
burial  places,  and  the  mounds  and  monuments 
which  were  the  objects  of  their  pride  or  affection, 
for  a  remote  position  in  the  same  district.  For 
whatever  they  have  ceded  to  the  United  States, 
they  have  been  amply  compensated.  I  speak  not 
of  former  times,  to  which  reference  is  not  made, 
but  of  later  days.  The  case  of  the  Cherokees  is 
a  striking  example  of  the  liberality  of  the  Gov- 
ernment m  all  its  branches.  By  the  treaty,  they 
had  stipulated  to  remove  west  of  the  Mississippi 
within  two  years  from  its  ratification,  which  took 
place  on  the  23d  of  May,  1836.  The  obligations 
of  the  United  States,  State  rights,  and  acts  by 
virtue  of  those  rights,  and  in  anticipation  of 
Cherokee  removal,  made  a  compliance  with  this 
provision  of  the  treaty  indispensable  at  the  time 
stipulated,  or  as  soon  tl^reafier  as  it  was  practi- 
cable without  harshness.  To  insure  it.  General 
Scott  was  dispatched  to  their  late  country,  and 
performed  a  delicate  and  difficult  duly,  embar- 
rassed by  circumstances  over  which  there  is  no 
human  control,  with  great  judgment  and  human- 
ity. Early  in  the  past  season,  several  parties 
had  been  dispatched  to  the  West,  under  the  direc- 
tion of  officers  detailed  for  that  duty,  amounting, 
as  is  estimated,  to  six  thousand,  of  whom  muster- 
rolls  have  not  yet  been  received  at  this  office. 
The  preparations  for  the  removal  of  those  who 
remamed  being  in  progress,  John  Ross,  and  other 
chiefs,  in  virtue  of  a  resolution  by  **  the  National 
Committee,  and  Council,  and  People  of  the  Cher- 
okee nation,  in  general  council  assembled,"  pro- 
posed to  the  Commanding  General  that  the  entire 
business  of  emigration  should  be  confided  to  -the 
nation ;  that  the  removal  should  commence  at 
the  time  previously  agreed  on,  to  wit,  when 
the  sickly  season  had  passed  away,  unless  some 
cause,  reasonable  in  the  judgment  of  the  General, 
should  intervene  to  prevent  it;  that  the  expense 
should  be  calculated  on  the  basis  of  one  wagon 
and  team  and  six  riding  horses  for  fifteen  per- 
sons; and  that  the  Cherokees  should  select  the 
physicians,  and  such  other  attendants  as  might  be 
required,  for  the  safe  and  comfortable  removal  of 
the  several  detachments  to  their  places  of  destina- 
tion This  proposal  was  accepted,  on  certain 
conditions,  by  General  Scott,  in  a  communication 
to  the  chiefs,  (with  an  exception  of  such  of  the 
treaty-making  party  as  might  not  choose  to  emi- 
grate under  the  direction  of  John  Ross  and  his 
associates.)  on  the  25: h  of  July.  To  the  condi- 
tions prescribed  they  acceded  on  the  27ih,  stipu- 
lating for  the  month*  of  September  and  October 
to  get  all  their  people  in  motion,  and  transmitting 
a  resolution  of  the  Cherokee  council,  conferring 
on  them  authority  to  make  the  necessary  arrange- 
ments. The  application  as  to  time  was  answered 
by  saying  that  the  emigration  must  recommence 
on  Int  September,  and  be  completed  on  or  before 
ihe20(h  October,  with  a  reservation  in  favor  of 
the  sick  and  superannuated,  who  might  be  unable 


to  travel  by  land,  if  the  waters  continued  too  low 
for  steamboat  navigation,  and  with  pennission  to 
such  respectable  Cherokees  as  might  apply  for  the 
purpose  to  remove  themselves  on  the  first  rite  of 
the  rivers,  although  it  should  be  after  the  SOih 
October.  An  estimate  was  submitted  by  the 
Cherokee  chiefs  on  the  31st  of  July,  which  put 
the  cost  of  the  removal  of  one  thousand  souls  at 
|65,880.  General  Scott  intimaUd  that  this  esti- 
mate appeared  to  be  too  high,  and  requested  its 
reconsideration,  when  its  reasonableness  was 
afllrmed,  a  trifling  bat  indispensable  article  added, 
and  the  estimate  was  thereupon  approved.  Of  their 
disposition  to  conduct  themselves  with  propriety, 
4here  is  evidence  in  the  letter  of  General  Scott  to 
youraelf  of  3d  August,  of  which  I  herewith  send 
an  extract.  Throughout  their  collection  and 
emigration,  so  far  as  this  office  is  informed,  the 
Cherokees  have  manifested  proper  temper,  and 
an  inclination  to  do  whatever  was  required,  with 
fewer  exceptions  than  might  have  been  expected, 
and  these  not  of  an  important  nature.  It  would 
seem  that  the  eost  of  removal,  according  to  the  In- 
dian estimate,  is  high;  but  as  their  own  fund  pays 
it,  and  it  was  insisted  on  by  their  own  confidential 
agents,  it  was  thought  it  could  not  be  rejected. 
The  latest  advices  givs  assurances  that  the  last  of 
the  Cherokees  would  be  on  the  road  early  in 
November.  It  has  been  estimated  that  twelve 
thousand  will  be  removed  by  John  Ross  and  the 
other  chiefs,  which,  added  to  the  number  that  had 
emigrated  previously  daring  the  year,  believed  to 
be  about  six  thousand,  wul  give  an  aggregate  of 
eighteen  thousand  Cherokees  who  have  ceased  to 
live  east  of  the  Mississippi  during  the  spring,  sum- 
mer, and  autumn.  It  is  tnought  that  wheq  muster- 
rolls  of  the  emigrants  come  in,  the  number  will  be 
found  to  be  somewhat  larger,  but  at  present  the 
above  is  according  to  the  information  possessed. 
The  last  annual  report  of  mr  predecessor  made  the 
number  of  east  Cherokees  fx)urteen  thousand;  but 
when  General  Scott  had  collected  the  great  body  of 
the  Indians  for  emigration,  it  was  computed  that 
there  remained,  after  deducting  those  who  had 
removed  since  the  above  report  was  made,  twelve 
thousand.  .Those  emigrants  being  reckoned,  as 
before  stated,  at  six  thousand,  would  make  the 
whole  number  eighteen  thousand  a  year  ago. 

A  retrospect  of  the  last  eight  months,  in  refer- 
ence to  this  numerous  and  more  than  ordinary  en- 
lightened tribe,  cannot  fail  to  be  refreshing  to 
well-constituted  minds.  Jn  and  previousito  May 
last  a  large  party,  led  by  educated  and  intelligent 
chiefs,  were  dissatisfied  and  gloomy,  discontented 
with  the  treaty  of  December,  1835,  disinclined  to 
enciigration,  and  created  by  their  conduct  serious 
apprehensions  for  the  consequences  when  the 
day  of  removal  should  arrive.  It  did  come  on 
the  23il  May;  but  on  the  I8ih  the  privilege  of 
wealth  and  strength  to  yield  what  they  might 
withhold  was  exercised  in  an  act  of  grace  and 
beneficence  by  the  executive  branch  of  the  Gov- 
ernment. In  answer  to  a  communication  from  a 
delegation  of  the  Cherokee  nation,  then  in  Wash- 
ington, the  Secretary  of  War,  on  that  day,  in- 
formed them  that  the  best  efforts  of  the  United 
States  would  be  put  forth  to  prevail  on  the  States 
interested  in  their  removal  to  refrain  from  press- 
ing them  inconveniently,  or  so  as  to  interfere  with 
their  comfortable  emigration,  and  that  he  was 
quite  sure  the  exertion  would  be  successful;  that 
the  Cherokee  agents  should  remove  the  nation,  if 
desired,  and  he  would  so  instruct  the  general  in 
command  in  their  country,  and  that  he  thought 
the  expense  of  their  emigration  should  be 
borne  by  the  United  States.  He  promised  them 
an  escort  and  protection  while  on  the  way  west, 
and  that,  as  the  sum  heretofore  set  apart  for  the 
payment  of  reclamations  of  various  kinds,  and  to 
defray  expenses  of  their  removal  was  deemed  in- 
adequate for  these  purposes,  a  further  appropria- 
tion would  be  asked  to  meet  them.  This  com- 
munication met  the  approbation  of  the  President 
of  the  United  States,  who  transmitted  it  to  Con- 
gress, **  that  such  measures  may  be  adopted  as 

*  are  required  to  carry  into  effect  the  benevolent 

*  intentions  of  the  Government  towards  the  Cher- 
*okee  nation,  and  which,  it  is  hoped,  will  induce 

*  them  to  remove  peaceably  and  contentedly  to 

*  their  new  homes  in  t'le  West."    The  fruit  of 


this  message  was  the  law  of  12ih  June,  1838, 
giving  to  ihi^  Cherokees  the  sum  of  |1, 147,067. 
When  it  is  considered  that,  by  the  treaty  of  De- 
cember, 1835,  the  sum  of  $5,000,(X)0  was  stipu- 
lated to  be  paid  them  as  tne  full  value  of  their 
lands,>fUr  that  amount  was  declared  by  the  Senate 
of  the  United  States  to  be  an  ample  consideration 
for  them,  the  spirit  of  this  whole  proceeding  can- 
not be  too  mach  admired.  The  communication 
to  the  Cherokee  delegation,  submitted  by  the  Chief 
Magistrate  to  Congress,  addressing  itself  to  feel- 
ings correspondent  with  those  in  which  it  origin- 
ated, found  in  both  Houses  a  rsady  and  willing 
coneurrance.  By  some,  the  measure  may  be  re- 
garded as  just,  by  others  generous^it  perhaps 
partook  of"^  both  attributes.  If  he  went  further 
than  naked  justice  could  have  demanded ,  it  did  not 
stop  abort  of  what  liberalitv  approved.  Thus  was 
the  foundation  broadly  laid  for  all  that  has  sines 
been  constructed  upon  it.  In  6ompliance*with  his 
engagement,  the  Secretary,  on  the  23d  of  May, 
transmitted  to  General  W  infield  Scott  a  copy  of 
the  above  communication,  and  authorised  him 
"  to  enter  into  an  agreement  with  the  aeents  of 
th€  nation  for  the  removal  of  their  people,"  which 
produced  the  arrangement  with  John  Ross  and 
othera,  already  referred  to.  The  natural  rasulia 
of  granting  so  much  to  the  means, to  the  feelings* 
and  wishes  of  the  Cherokees,  followed.  .  If  oar 
acts  have  been  generous,  they  have  not  be^i  less 
wise  and  politic.  A  large  mass  of  men  have  been  ' 
conciliateo,  the  hazard  of  an  effusion  of  human 
blood  has  been  put  by,  good  feeling  has  been  pre- 
served, and  we  have  quietly  and  gently  transporUd 
eighteen  thousand  friends  to  the  west  bank  of  th« 
Mississippi. 

The  Pottawatomies  of  Indiana,  the  time  for 
whose  removal,  by  their  treatT  stipulations,  had 
arrived  for  some  and  approached  for  others,sbo  wed 
an  indisposition  to^oraply  with  their  engsgements. 
White  men  had  settled  upon  the  lands  they  had 
ceded,  and  collisions  arose  that  threatened  the 
peace  of  the  country  and  the  spilling  of  blood, 
which  induced  the  agent,  to  whom  the  direction 
of  their  emigration  was  confided,  on  the  applica- 
tion of  the  white  settlere,  to  call  upon  the  Gov- 
ernor of  Indiana  for  a  military  force  to  supprees 
any  outbreak  that  might  occur.  The  Grovemor 
authorized  General  John  Tipton  to  accept  the 
services  of  ons  hundred  volunteers,  who  raised 
them  and  used  their  services  in  the  collection  and 
removal  of  thi  Pottawatomies.  A  copy  of  his 
report  to  the  Governor  of  Indiana  is  herewith 
submitted.  By  this  operation,  seven  hundred 
and  eixty-eiffht  Indians  are  now  on  their  way  to 
the  West.  There  have  emigrated  within  the  year 
one  hundred  and^  fifty-one  Chippewas,  Ottawas, 
and  Pottawatomies,  one  hundred  and  seventy- 
seven  Choctaws,  four  thousand  one  hundred  and 
six  Creeks,  being  chiefly  compossd  of  the  families 
of  the  warriors  of  that  tribe  who  served  in  Flor- 
ida, and  whp  had  left  their  homes  prior  to  the 
last  report,  but  arrived  west  since;  four  thousand 
six  hundred  Chickasaws,  and  one  thousand  mix 
hundred  and  fifty-one  Florida  Indians,  making  an 
aggregate  of  twenty-nine  thousand  four  hundred 
and  fifty-three,  which,  added  to  thoss  who  had 
previously  occupied  their  new  abode,  makes 
eighty-one  thousand  and  eighty-two  emigrant  res- 
idents, of  whom  thirty-one  tKousand  three  hun- 
dred and  forty-three  are  now  subsisted  at  the 
expanse  of  the  United  States,  at  a  daily  coat^f 
|3,186  24.  In  the  whole  number  of  emigrants, 
of  those  for  the  year  and  those  living  at  the  ex- 
pense of  the  United  States,  are  included  the  Cher- 
okees and  Pottawatomies,  who,  it  is  supposed, 
will  have  reached  the  end  of  their  journey  before 
this  report  is  presented.  There  yet  are  eaatof 
the  Mississippi  twenty-six  thousand  six  bondred 
and  eighty-two  Indians.  A  tabular  statement, 
which  accompanies  this  communication,  exhibits 
in  detail  the  foregoing  facts. 

Information  was  received  on  tbeSthNoTember, 
from  the  agent  employed  in  that  service,  by  letter 
dated  at  Pensac^la,  on  the  28th  October  last,  that 
all  the  Appalachicola  Indians,  and  thirty-four 
Creeks,  were  embarked  for  the  West.  Reecnt 
communications  are  calculated  to  induce  the  belief 
that  the  Winnebagoes  will  remove  quietly  in  the 
spring.    Thej  concluded  a  treaty  at  WasliingloB 
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on  the  let  NoTember,  ]837»  which  was  ratified  on 
]5ih  June,  1838,  by  which  they  covenanted  to 
Itave their  preaent  reaidencea  for  the  neutral  ground 
weat  of  the  Miaeiaaippi,  within  eight  oiontha  after 
the  ratification.  The  day  will  arrive  in  winter, 
and  it  ia  underatood  they  wieh  to  be  indulged  till 
•pring,  which  aeema  to  be  not  unreaaonable, 
although  the  diatance  to  be  traveled  ia  abort;  and 
I  am  aure  the3r  will  be  gratified.  On  the  other 
hand,  information  of  a  different  character  haa 
reached  ibia  office,  stating  Uiat  it  ia  uncertain 
whether  they  will  remove.  In  any  event,  I  think, 
the  above  requeet  ought  to  be  eranted. 

The  number  of  Indians  on  tnia  side  of  the  Mia- 
siaaippi  ia  comparatively  email,  and  it  cannot  be 
that  much  time  shall  elapee  before  the  entire  East 
country  will  be  relieved  of  their  preaenee — an 
event  deatrabia  in  all  reapecta  of  the  aubject.  It 
ia  an  escpenaive  operation,  but  it  ia  diflicuU  to  with- 
hold  any  draft  upon  the  public  fnnde  in  reference 
to  it.  Our  rreat  pnrpoac  ia  their  peaceable  and 
comfortable  tranalation;  and  in  enecting  it,  the 
movement  ahould  have  a  liberal  infuason  of  feeling 
and  humanity,  and  not  be  miaahaped  by  narrow 
rales. 

The  different  treatiea  providing  for  their  removal, 
and  the  act  of  1830,  entitle  the  Indiana  to  receive 
patanu  for  the  land  allotted  to  them  in  the  Weat. 
To  8o  many  of  them  aa  are  there,  would  it  not  be 
juet  to  give  the  evidence  of  title?  They  will  look 
for  it,  and  would  be  gratified  by  ita  receipt.  Few 
surrcya  have  been  made:  designation  of  boundary 
on  the  ground  might  prevent  colliaiona,  and  is 
proper.  This  woik  ahould  be  attended  to,  I 
think. 

Within  the  Uat  twelve  months,  the  following 
treatiea,  previoualy  made,  have  been  confirmed 
and  ratified,  and  appropriationa  made  by  Coh- 
grass  for  carrying  them  into  effect.  It  ia  thought 
proper  to  notice  them  particularly,  aa  having  been 
acted  on  lauly  for  the  firat  time. 

A  treaty  was  concluded  with  the  Miami  tribe, 
on  the  S3d  October,  1834,  which,  having  been  laid 
before  the  Senate  with  modifications,  aaaented  to 
by  the  principal  chiefa,  that  body  ratified  theaame 
with  a  certain  amendment:  **Prondedf  That  the 
'  chiefa  and  warriora  of  the  said  tribe  shall,  in  gen- 
*>eral  council,  as  on  the  occaaion  of  concluding  the 
'aforesaid  treaty,  agree  to  arid  sign  the  same." 
The  amendment  waa adopted  by  the  Miamies,  and 
the  treaty  proclaimed  by  the  Preaident  on  the  S3d 
December,  1837.  By  this  contract  a  considerable 
body  of  land  waa  conveyed  to  the  United  States, 
for  which  a  fair  equivalent  in  money  was  stipu- 
lated to  be  paid,  viz:  |908,000,  with  reaervationa 
of  land.  The  United  Stataa  further  agreeing  to 
have  their  iraprovemenia  on  the  ceded  ground 
valued,  and  to  expend  the  amount  in  building, 
clearing,  and  fencing  land  for  the  Indiana,  on  such 
place  or  places  aa  they  might  afterwarda  select  for 
their  residence.  An  examination  into  the  debts 
of  thia  tribe,  for  the  payment  of  which  |50,000 
were  appropriated ,  ia  now  in  progress.  The  atipu- 
lationa  of  the  United  Slatea  in  the  treaty  have  been 
complied  with,  so  far  aa  the  time  haa  arrived  for 
their  perfoimance. 

With  the  Chippewaa  of  the  Miasisaippi  a  treaty 
waa  negotiated  on  the  29th  July,  1837.  By  it  a 
cesaion  of  land  was  made  to  the  Uniud  States, 
and  we  undertook  to  pay  them  in  money  and 
gooda,  annually,  for  twenty  years,  ^1,000;  to 
meet  which  remittances  have  been  made  to  the 
public  agents.  There  are  also  f  100.000  to  be 
paid  by  the  United  Statea  to  the  **  half-breeda  of 
the  Chippewa  nation,"  under  the  direction  of  the 
President,  and  (|70,000  to  be  applied  in  payment 
of  their  debts;  ^,000  to  specific  claima,  and 
$13,000  4o  other  juat  demanda  against  them. 
Governor  Dodge  recommends  the  postponement 
until  spring  of  the  distribution  of  the  f  100,000, 
and  the  allotment  to  the  creditors  of  the  |12,000. 
The  158,000  might  be  paid  hereon  drafla  of  those 
entitled ;  but  if  tiecesaary  to  appoint  an  aeent  in  the 
the  spring  for  other  purposes  mentioned,  perhaps 
the  whole  had  better  be  confided  to  him.  There 
are  acme  minor,  and  yet  important,  provisions  for 
the  benefit  of  the  Indiana,  auch  as  the  erection  of 
blacksmiths'  shops,  the  employment  of  farmers, 
and  the  delivery  of  agricultural  implementa,  and 
grain  or  aeed,  &c.,  which  the  above  gentleman 


haa  been  naked  to  suggest  the  moat  judicioua  plan 
of  carrying  it  out. 

From  the  Sioux  of  the  Mifaiasippi  a  ceaaioo  of 
land  waa  obtained  by  treaty,  concluded  at  Wash- 
ington, in  September,  1837.  Instead  of  inveating 
1^,000,  aa  provided  by  the  treaty,  |15,000  were 
appropriated  to  pay  the  intereet,  at  five  per  centum . 
This  aum  remaina  in  the  Treasury,  it  having  been 
considered  advisable  not  to  pay  it  over  unul  due. 
This,  for  a  single  reaaon,  ia,  perhaps,  mostjudi- 
i  cious.  If  the  inurest  is  paid  in  advance,  an  inter- 
I  val  of  more  than  a  year  muat  occur  between  such 
payment  and  one  that  may  be  made  of  the  inter- 
eet that  shall  have  accumulated  on  an  investment 
when  convenient  to  make  it;  it  will  be  difficult  to 
explain  thia  to  the  Indiana,  and  dissatisfaction 
might  grow  out  of  it.  Commissioners  have  been 
appointed  to  inveatieate  debts  and  claima  of  the 
*'  relatione  and  friends  of  the  chiefs  and  braves." 
To  the  latter^  |110,000  have  been  appropriated 
by  the  treaty,  and  have  been  remitted  to  the  proper 
agent;  and  the  aum  of  |90,000,  aet  apart  tor  the 
payment  of  the  just  debta  of  the  Sioux,  ia  re- 
tained to  meet  the  drafts  of  the  eommiasioners.in 
favor  of  creditors,  and  until  their  report  is  re- 
ceived. The  other  stipulationaof  the  treaty  have 
been  complied  with,  except  thoae  which  appro- 
priate, annually,  |8,250  to  the  purchaaeof '<  medi- 

*  cinea,  agricultural  implements,  and  atock,  and  for 

*  the  aupport  of  a  physician,  farmere,  and  black- 

*  amitha,and  for  other  beneficial  objects, "and  bind 
the  United  States  to  supply  the  Sioux,  aa  soon  aa 
practicable,  with  '*  agricultural  implements,  me- 

*  chanics'  tools,  cattle,  and  such  other  articlea  as 

*  may  be  useful  to  them,  to  an  amountnotexceeding 
'  $10,000,'*  to  enable  them  to  break  up  and  improve 
their  lands.  The  agent  has  been  airected  to  ex- 
pend such  a  portion  of  the  amounts  mentioned,  as 
prudence  would  warrant,  for  the  objecte intended; 
and  Governor  Dodge  and  he  have  oeen  requested 
to  submit  a  plan  for  the  moat  beneficial  applica- 
tion of  the  aaid  auma. 

The  Sacs  and  Foxes  of  the  Miasisaippi  ceded, 
by  the  treaty  of  October  21,  1837,  one  million  two 
hundred  and  fifty  thouaand  acrea  of  land.  The 
aorvey  of  the  land  ia  now  making,  at  the  expense 
of  the  United  States,  according  to  a  proviaion  of 
the  treaty.  A  commiaaioner  haa  been  appointed 
to  examine  their  de|>t9,  and  the  |100,000  pro-' 
vided  for  their  liquidation  retained  until  his  report 
comesin,  which,  it  is  under^od,  may  be  looked 
for  very  aoon.  Goods  to  the  amount  of  |28,500 
have  been  delivered  to  them  according  to  the 
treaty;  and  instructions  were  given,  on  the  28(h 
of  August,  for  the  execution  of  the  other  stipula- 
tione  for  the  current  year,  except  aa  to  the  interest 
of  |900,000,  which  haa  not  been  paid,  because  not 
due.  In  lieu  of  an  inveatment  of  the  principal, 
the  intereat  was  appropriated  by  Congreaa. 

In  conaideratioq  of  a  cession  of  land  made  by 
the  Sacs  and  Foxea  of  the  Missouri,  by  treaty  of 
October  21, 1837,  the  United  States  covenanted  to 
inveat  for  their  use  $157,400,  and  to  apply  $3,370 
of  the  intereat  of  it  for  beneficial  objecta;  to  effect 
which  inatructions  have  been  given.  The  money 
has  not  been  invested,  but  the  intereet  appro- 
priated by  act  of  Congress.  The  balance  of  it, 
amounting  to  $4,500,  (at  five  per  centum,)  has 
not  been  paid,  because  not  due.  The  remaining 
provisions  have  been  fulfilled. 

The  treaty  made  with  the  Yancton  Sioux,  on 
the  2Ut  of  October,  1837,  haa  been  executed  in 
all  its  stipulationa. 

The  Winnebagoes  ceded  their  lands  east  of  the 
Misaiaaippi  to  the  United  Statea,  by  treaty  of 
November  1,  1837.  In  consideration  thereof  the 
United  Statea  agreed  tp  pay,  *'  at  the  earneat  aoli- 
citation  of  the  cniefs  and  delegates"  of  the  nation, 
$50,000  to  certain  individuala,  which  will  be  paid 
here;  $150,000  for  their  debte,  which  may  be  as- 
certained to  be  juatly  due,  and  admitted  by  the 
Indiana;  and  to  pay,  under  the  direction  of  the 
President,  $100,000  to  the  relatives,  and  friends  of 
said  Indians,  of  not  less  than  quarter  blood.  To 
ascertain  the  debta,  and  who  are  entitled  under 
the  last  clause,  commissioners  are  now  engaged. 
The  paymenu  to  be  made  presently  in  goods, 
horses,  and  provisions,  have  been  attended  to« 
The  bahince  of  the  proceeda  of  the  landa  ceded, 
namely,  $1,100,000,  is  to  be  invested,  and  interest 


at  five  per  centum  guarantied.  The  investnient 
haa  not  been  made,  out  the  intereat  haa  been  ap- 
propriated by  act  of  Congreaa.  Forty-five  hun- 
dred dollars  of  it  are  to  be  applied,  by  the  treaty, 
to  education  and  other  beneficial  purpoaea.  For 
the  attainment  of  these  and  other  useful  objects 
provided  for,  and  to  be  gained  when  they  remove, 
GK>vernor  Dodge  haa  been  desired  to  auggeat  a 
plan.  The  balance  of  the  $55,000  haa  not  been 
paid  because  not  due. 

The  atipulationa  of  the  treaty  made  with  the 
lowas,  on  the  23d  of  November,  1837,  have  been 
complied  with. 

The  Oneidaa  at  Green  Bay,  by  a  treaty  made 
aince  the  last  annual  report,  viz:  on  the  3d  of 
February,  1838,  which  was  ratified  on  the  17th  of 
May,  ceded  all  the  land  "**  aet  apart  for  them  in 

*  the  first  article  of  the  treaty  with  the  Menomonees, 

*  of  February,  1831,  and  the  second  article  of  the 
■  treaty  with  the  aame  tribe,  of  October  27, 1832," 
reserving  to  the  aaid  Indiana  **  to  be  held  aa  other 
Indian  lands  are  held,"  a  tract  of  one  hundred 
acres  for  each  individual,  which  ahall  be  ao  laid 
down  aa  "  to  include  all  the  aettlements  and  im- 
provements in  the  vicinity  of  Green  Bay."  The 
United  States  agreed  to  pay  to  the  Orchard  party 
of  the  Oneida  Indians  $3,000,  and  to  the  first 
Christian  party  $30,500.    Of  the  last  sum,  $3,000 

I  are  to  go  to  the  erection  of  a  church  and  paraonage 
house;  and  the  residue  of  the  $33,500  to  be  ap- 
portioned, under  the  direction  of  the  President, 
to  thoae  having  juat  claima  thereto,  the  aaid  aggre- 
gate having  been  "  designed  to  be  in  reimburae- 

*  ment  of  moneys  expended  by  aaid  Indiana,  and 
<  in  remuneration  of  services  rendered  by  their  chiefs 

*  and  agenta  in  purchaaing  and  aecuring  a  title  to 

*  the  land  ceded;"  and  the  United  States  further 
agreed  to  have  the  reaervationa  surveyed  aa  aoon 
aa  practicable.  Instructionf  have  been  given  foi 
the  execution  of  the  aeveral  articles. 

A  treaty  waa  concluded  with  the  Chippewaa  of 
Saginaw  on  the  14th  of  January,  1837.  They 
ceded  several  large  tracts  of  land,  the  proceeds  of 
which  the  United  Statea  agreed  should  be  invested 
for  their  use.  The  fourth  article  of  the  treaty  set 
apart  $107,543  75  for  apecific  purposes,  which  the 
United  States  agreed  to  advance;  but  the  third 
article  of  the  supplement  limited  the  amount  to  be 
advanced  to  $75,000;  and  provided  that  the  reduc- 
tion shall  be  made  upon  the  Jlims  ratably,  or  in 
any  other  manner  the  President  may  direct.  An 
appropriation  of  $75,000  was  accordingly  made  at 
the  last  session  of  Congress;  butaa  it  cannot  be 
apportioned  until  the  debts  are  ascertained,  for 
the  payment  of  which  $40,000  were  allotted  in  the 
said  fourth  article,  $5,000  in  money  and  $10,000 
in  goods,  provided  for  by  the  fourth  article  of  the 
supplement  for  the  year  1838,  have  only  been  paid, 
together  with  $100  for  vaccine  matter  and  theaer- 
vicea  of  a  physician,  and  $200  for  tobacco, accord- 
ing to  the  foarth  article  of  the  treaty.  The  re- 
maining $59,700  will  be  retained  until  the  report 
of  the  commissioner,  recently  appointed  to  ascer- 
tain the  debts,  comes  in,  when  a  ratable  distribu- 
tion can  be  made.  The  Land  Office  has  been  re- 
queeted  to  haaten  the  surveys  and  aales.  An  ex- 
ploring party  has  found  a  suitable  location  beyond 
the  Missouri,  and  the  acting  superintendent  thinks 
they  will  soon  remove. 

These  Indians  concluded  another  treaty  with  ■ 
the  United  States  on  the  23d  day  of  January, 
1838.  which  was  ratified  on  the  2d  July,  1836, 
which  relatea  to  the  sales  of  the  lands  ceded  by  the 
treaty  of  the  14th  January,  1837,  and  to  their  emi- 
gration. 

By  these  several  compacts,  the  United  States 
have  acquired  eighteen  million  four  hundred  and 
fifty-eight  thousand  acrea  of  land,  for  which  the 
sum  stipulated  to  be  paid  is  $3,955,000. 

Efforts  were  made  in  the  years  1834  and  1835, 
through  the  agency  of  Governor  Lucas,  to  treat 
with  the  Wyandota  of  Ohio,  which  failed  of  their 
object.  They  were  renewed  in  1836,  by  John  A. 
Bryan,  Esq.,  who  negotiated  the  treaty  of  23d 
April,  by  which  a  part  of  their  reaervationa  were 
ceded.  They  still  hold  a  generally  fertile  tract  of 
country,  in  extent  about  fourteen  milea  long  by 
twelve  ip  width,  watered  by  the  Sandusky,  and 
situated  in  Crawford  county,  nearly  midway  be- 
tween Columbus  and  the  shore  of  Lake  Erie.  The 


12 


APPENDIX  TO  THE  CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBE. 


[Decemhfer, 


25th  Cono....3d  Sess. 


Report  of  the  Committioner  of  Indian  Affain. 


Senate  b  Ho.  of  Reps. 


exiinguisbment  of  the  Indian  titU  to  this  land  is 
desirable.  Tha  Hon.  Mr.  Hun  tar,  rapraaanting 
that  diacrict  in  Congreaa,  and  N.  H .  Swa^rna,  Baq. , 
of  Columbua,  havahad,  on  tha  invitauoo  of  tha 
DapartintDt,  Tarioaa  intarviawa  with  tha  Wyan- 
dota,  and  Mr.  Swayne  haa  bean  inatnicted  to  nego- 
tiate vith  them  on  tha  moat  liberal  terms. 

By  tha  amended  treaty  of  1834  with  the  Mi- 
amiea,  already  referred  to,  $50,000  were  appropri- 
ated to  pay  their  debta.  A  commiaaiooar  waa  ap- 
pointed to  examine  them,  and  it  woa  discovered 
that,  so  far  from  $50,000  being  equal  to  their  dis- 
charge, they  had  greatly  accumulated  aince  1834, 
and  amounted  to  upwarda  of  |200,000.  Itia  prob- 
able, that  to  obtain  a  fund  to  relieve  thamseWes 
from  this  unexpected  ambarraasment,  they  may  be 
dispoaed  to  cede  a  part  of  their  remaining  lands. 

The  Oaagea,  by  their  treaty  of  June,  1825,  con- 
veyed an  exteneive  tract  of  country  to  the  United 
Statea.  The  sum  a^eed  to  be  paid  for  it  was  di- 
vided and  absorbed  in  vorioua  waya,  so  that  not 
much  benefit  resulted  to  them,  except  the  tempo- 
rary relief  afforded  by  tha  distribution  of  money 
and  clothing  at  the  payment  of  their^small  annu- 
itiea.  They  were  poor  and  deatitute,  and  they 
plundered  our  citizens  and  other  tribes.  Congress, 
at  its  last  session,  having,  for  one  object,  to  place 
the  Oaagea  above  the  temptation  to  do  wrong,  made 
an  appropriation  for  a  treaty  to  extinguish,  reads 
the  law,  <*  their  title  to  reservations  in  lands  within 
other  tribes,  and  for  other  purposes."  The  con- 
duct of  tha  negotiation  authorized  has  been  in- 
trusted to  General  M.  Arbuckle  and  Captain  Wil- 
liam Armatrong,  who,  in  conformity  with  what 
waa  believed  to  be  the  wiah  and  intention  of  Con- 
greaa  in  makine  the  appropriation,  were  instructed 
to  angage  for  allowancea  and  payments  on  a  lib- 
eral i^e. 

•  A  treaty  with  tha  New  York  Indians  haa  been 
for  some  time  in  a  course  of  negotiation,  for  their 
lands  at  Green  Bay.  It  at  one  period  assumed  a 
shape  which  induced  the  commissioner,  who  was 
charged  with  that  duty,  to  accept  it;  but  the  Sen- 
ate prescribed  certain  amendments,  upon  the  full 
aaaent  of  the  Indiana  to  which  it  was  to  be  promul- 
gated. Theae  changes  the  commissioner  laid  be- 
fore them,  with  full  explanation  in  council,  and 
obtained  the  assent  of  all  tha  tribea,  in  a  manner 
entirely  aatis&ctory,  except  that  of  the  largeatone, 
the  Senecas.  A  funer  expression  of  their  willing- 
ness to  accept  the  terms  proposed  was  deemed 
K roper  and  necessary, and  the  honorable  Mr.  Gil- 
>t,  tha  commissioner,  has  been  requested  to  lay  it 
again  before  them,  with  a  view  to  auch  consent,  if 
they  choose  to  give  it.  Should  they  decline  to  do 
so,  the  treaty,  by  its  own  provisions  and  the  reso- 
lution of  the  Senate,  will  nevertheless  be  ratified  as 
to  the  other  tribes.  When  the  report  is  brought 
in,  such  course  as  it  makes  proper  will  be  taken. 
I  subjoin  a  part  of  a  report  of  the  commiasioner, 
made  on  the  29th  of  December,  1837,  which  con- 
tains some  information  that  may,  perhapa,  be  in- 
tereating,  respecting  these  Indiana,  of  whom  com- 
paratively Utile  ia  known  out  of  the  region  they 
inhabit. 

General  Arbuckle  and  Captain  Armstrong  have 
been  also  charged  to  treat  with  the  Creeks,  **  for 

*  the  purpose  of  adjusting  the  claims  for  property 

*  and  improvements  abandoned  or  lost,  in  conse- 

*  quence  of  their  emigration  west  of  the  Mdais- 

*  sippi." 

It  has  been  deemed  advisable  to  attempt  a  nego- 
tiation with  the  united  bands  of  Ottawae,  Qhippe- 
was,  and  Pottawatomies,  north  of  Missouri,  for 
their  lands;  and  Maior  John  Dougherty  and  Major 
A.  L.  Davis  have  Been  instructs  on  the  subject. 

Under  the  treaty  with  the  Cherokees,  commis- 
sioners to  value  their  improvementa  and  examine 
the  debts  due  by  the  nation  and  the  individual  mem- 
bers thereof  have  been  engajged  in  the  arduous  and 
necessarily  protracted  dutiee  aasignad  to  them, 
which  have  been  discharged  by  the  different  gen- 
tlemen who  at  various  times  have  aonstituted  the 
commission,  in  a  manner  that  is  believed  to  be 
highly  beneficial  to  the  Cherokees.  At  what  time 
their  labors  may  be  expected  to  close,  I  have  no 
means  of  ascertaining;  but  I  have  no  doubt  they 
will  be  terminated  at  as  early  a  day  as  consists 
with  justice  to  all  concerned. 

Anthony  Ten  Eyck,  Esq.,  of  Michigan,  was 


raoently  appointed,  under  tha  fourth  article  of  the 
treaty  with  tha  Chippewaa  of  Saginaw,  which 
providea  for  the  lioutdation  of  their  debts,  and 
tha  aacertainment  of  tha  depredationa  committed 
by  them,  a  commiaatoner  to  make  the  inquiriea 
preliminary  to  payment. 

Under  the  act  of  Congress  of  the  3d  of  March, 
1637,  a  eoromissiottsr  was  constituted  to  examine 
claima  for  spoliations  committed  bv  tha  Creak  and 
Seminole  Indians,  in  Georgia,  Alabama,  and  Flor- 
ida. A  report  of  examinations  in  tha  two  former 
waa  ma«la  by  Meaara.  Pease  and  Smith,  in  No- 
vember, 1837,  which  was  submittsd  to  Congresa 
in  January,  1838.  The  hoatilitiea  in  Florida  pre- 
vented any  action  by  them  in  that  Terrftory.  It 
waa  not  thought  proper  to  difiect  their  further 
progress  until  tha  report  made  was  acted  on  by 
Congreas.  When  it  shall  be  judged  neceaaary ,  a 
renewal  of  the  investigations  of  tha  commiaaion 
will  be  required,  and  an  enlargement  of  the  law 
constituting  it,  so  aa  to  extend  ita  jurisdiction  to 
the  State  of  Miaaissippi,  ia  recommended,  that 
depredations  committea  by  the  laat  Creak  ami- 
granta  at  Pass  Chriatian,  or  elsewhere,  may  be 
examined. 

The  commission,  consisting  of  Alfred  Balch, 
Esc).,  and  the  undersigned,  raised  under  the  reso- 
lution of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
United  Statea,  of  lat  July,  1836,  haa  lately  cioaed 
the  inveatigationa  committed  to  it.  The  field  to 
be  explored  waa  very  wide,  and  it  is  hoped  the 
examinations  have  bean  as  extensive  and  thorough 
as,  under  the  circumstances,  could  be  expectM. 
The  reports  made  up  to  the  close  of  tha  last  aas- 
aion  of  Congress  have  been  heretofore,  by  your 
direction,  transmitted  to  the  House  of  Represen- 
tativea,  and  tha  further  reporta,  since  made,  will, 
it  is  presumed,  take  the  aame  courae.  Tha  con- 
tract made  by  certain  Creek  chiefa  with  J.  C. 
Watson  A  Co.,  provides  for  the  appointment  of 
an  agent,  to  decide  between  it  and  such  conflicting 
claims  as  might  arise;  the  parties,  opposed  in  in- 
terest to  that  deed,  called  for  tha  appointment  of 
such  a  commissioner.  The  person  designated  for 
that  duty  resigned, and  a  successor  will  be  selected. 

The  act  of  Congreaa  of  March,  1637,  provided 
for  the  appointment  of  three  commissionersi  **  who 

*  shall  constitute  a  board  for  the  adjustment  and 

*  decision  of  all  claima  of  tha  Choctaw  heads  of 

*  families,  for  reservations  of  land,  under  thefour- 

*  teenth  article  of  tl#  treaty  concluded  with  said 

*  Choctaw  nation  at  Dancing  Rabbit  Creek,"  on 
the  28th  September,  1830.  Under  this  law,  Jamea 
Murray,  Esq.,  of  Maryland,  P.  D.  Vroom,  Esq., 
of  New  Jersey,  and  P.R.R.Pray,  Esq.,  of  Mis- 
sissippi, were  appointed;  but  the  latter  having 
reaigned,  Roger  Barton,  Esq.,  of  Mississippi, 
was  selected  to  supply  tha  vacancy.  They  aasem- 
bled  in  the  Sti^te  of  Mississippi,  and  entered  upon 
their  duties.  Pending  their  discharge,  the  com- 
mission, which  would  have  expired  by  the  limita- 
tion contained  in  the  law  that  created  it,  waa  ex- 
tendedt  by  the  act  of  22d  February,  1838,  until 
the  1st  August  last.  On  the  Slst  July,  Messrs. 
Murray  and  Vroom  made  a  report  of  their  opin- 
iona  upon  two  hundred  and  aixty-one  cases,  and 
state  that  the  number  of  claimanta,  whose  names 
'were  filed  with  them,  amounts,  according  to^e 
lists  returned  with  the  report,  to  upwards  of  one 
thousand  three  hundred;  and  that  **  it  is  under- 
stood three  are  other  claims  yet  to  be  filed."  I 
would  respectfully  suggest  that  further  legislative 
provision  bs  recommended,  lor  examining  the 
claims  that  have  not  been  investigated. 

I^be  performance  of  the  stipulations  for  reser^ 
vations,  contained  hf«ttBveral  treaties,  is  complete 
in  some  instances,  whiI9%^hose  more  important 
and  difiicult,  and  requiring  time,  they  have  been 
only  partially  executed.  Progress  in  the  latter  is, 
however,  making,  and  it  is  expected  that  what- 
ever the  treatiea  and  law  require  will  be  perfected 
as  early^  as  practicable. 

The  investment  of  moneys  raised  by  sales  of 
ceded  lands,  under  treaty  provisions,  or  paid  for 
cessions,  has  latterly  been  carried  to  a  considera- 
ble extant.  It  ia  a  most  beneficent  policy,  which 
furnishes  an  annual  resource  to  those  who  would 
aa  certainly  expend  the  principal  in  a  twelvemonth 
as  the  income  of  the  stocks.  The  funds  thusput  to 
interest,  under  the  direction  of  this  office,  for  Indian 


use,  amount  to  f^l, 776,321  76,  and  yield  yearly 
192,799  99.  The  tabular  exhibit  herewith  sub- 
mitted shows  the  nature  of  tha  investment,  how 
much  belong^  to  tribes  respectivaly,  and  other  par- 
ticulars, which  it  may  be  gratifying  to  look  at. 
Future  aalea  of  lands  will  increase  Uiis  source  of 
comfort  and  supply.  It  not  being  convenient  to 
invest  some  of  the  amounts  agra«l  to  be  so  dis- 
poaed of  by  late  treaties,  Confess  appropriated 
Bums  equal  to  the  ageragate  of  interest  tiiat  would 
have  accrued  according  to  the  rata  provided. 
This  is  doing  full  justice  to  the  Indians,  until  it 
shall  suit  the  Tressury  to  set  the  necessary  capital 
asids.  t 

An  act  of  Congreas  was  passed  on  the  7th  of 
July  last,  appropriating  |150,000  "  for  affording 

<  teniporary  aubsistence  to  auch  Indians  west  of 

<  the  Aliasissippi,  who,  by  reaaon  of  their  recent 

*  emigration,  or  the  territorial  arrangementa  inci- 

*  dent  to  the  policy  of  setting  apart  a  portion  of  the 

*  public  domain  west  of  the  Mississippi,  for  the 
( residence  of  all  the  tribea  reaidtng  caat  of  that 
'  river,  aa  are  unable  to  aubaiat  themselves,  and  for 

*  the  expenses  attending  the  diatributaon  of  the 
'  same."    This  sum  waa  **  to  be  expended  under 

*  the  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  War."  Soon 
after,  viz:  on  28tli  July,  1838,  regulations  were 
prescribed  for  carrying  out  tha  intentions  of  the 
Legislature,  and  ordera  were  iasncd  to  the  proper 
agenta  for  thia  purpose.  No  returns  of  those 
entitled  to  the  benefits  of  this  gratuity  have  been 
received,  but  it  is,  doubtless,  in  a  course  of  dis'tri- 
bution,  and  tha  donation  will  be  received  by  thoae 
for  whom  it  was  supposed  to  be  designed. 

The  principal  lever  by  which  the  Indians  are  to 
be  lifted  out  of  the  mire  of  folly  and  vice  in  which 
they  are  aunk  is  edacatioo.  The  learning  of  tha 
alrMdy  civilized  and  cultivated  man  is  not  what 
they  want  now.  It  could  not  be  advantageoualy 
ingrafted  on  ao  rude  a  stock.  In  the  present  state 
of  their  social  existence,  all  they  could  be  taoght, 
or  would  learn,  is  to  read  and  write,  with  a  very 
limited  knowledge  of  figures.  There  are  excep- 
tiona,  but  in  the  general  the  remark  ia  true,  and  per- 
haps more  is  not  desirable  or  would  be  useful .  Aa 
they  advance,  a  more  liberal  culture  of  their  minda 
may  be  effected,  if  happily  they  should  yield  to 
the  influencea  that,  if  not  roughly  thrust  baok,  wilt 
certainly  follow  in  the  wake  of  properly  directed 
efforta  So  improve  their  under8tandin|S8.  To  at- 
tempt too  much  at  once  is  to  insure  failure.  You 
must  lay  the  foufidations  broadly  and  deeply,  bat 
gradually,  if  you  would  aucceed.  To  teach  a 
savage  man  to  read,  while  he  continues  a  savaga 
in  allelae,  ia  to  throw  seed  on  a  rock.  In  this  par- 
ticular there  has  been  a  general  error.  If  yoa 
would  win  an  Indian  from  the  waywardneaa  and 
idleness  and  vice  of  hia  life,  you  must  improve  hia 
morale,  as  well  as  his  mind,  and  that  not  merely 
by  precept,  but  by  teaching  him  how  to  farm,  how 
to  work  in  the  machine  arts,  and  how  to  labor 
profitably;  ao  that,  by  enabling  him  to  find  hia 
comfort  m  changed  pursuits, he  will  fall  into  thosa 
habits  which  are  in  Keeping  with  the  useful  appli- 
cation of  such  education  as  may  be  given  nim. 
Thus  too,  only,  it  is  conceived,  are  man  to  ba 
chrietianized;  the  beginning  ia  aome  education, 
social  and  moral  lives;  the  end  may  be  the  bright- 
est hope.  But  this  allusion  ought  not,  perhapa,  to 
have  been  made;  upon  it  I  certainly  will  not  en- 
large; it  is  in  better  hands.  Manuaf-htbor  achools 
are  what  the  Indian  condition  calls  for.  The  Mis- 
sionary Society  of  the  Methodiat  Episcopal  Church 
has  laid  before  the  Department  a  plan,  based  upon 
the  idea  suggested,  for  establishing  a  large  central 
school  for  the  education  of  th.e  weatern  Indiana. 
Into  their  scheme  enter  a  farm,  and  abopa  for 
teaching  the  different  mechanic  arts.  Exf^erience, 
they  say,  has  shown  them,  after  much  opportunity 
forjudging  correctly,  that  separate  schools  for  the 
respective  tribes,  though  productive  of  much  good, 
are  not  so  useful  as  one- common  school  for  the 
benefit  of  all  would  be.  They  assert  truly  tha^  a 
knowledge  of  the  English  language  is  necessary, 
and  they  think  that  it  can  be  best  acquired  in  an 
establishment  of  the  latter  deacription.  1  would 
not  hazard  a  different  opinion;  and  Tat  it  may  not 
be  improper  to  stau,  that  the  funoa  which  have 
been  set  apart  for  education  purpoaea  belong  to 
the  several  bribes,  without  whose  consent  the 
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GoTernnent  coald  not  devote  thtm  to  ft  general  ' 
Kbool;  and  this  the  society  admita.    There  is  nS  , 
diepoeition  to  discourage  the  efforts  of  those  who 
chooae  to  labor  in  this  work  of  benevolfcnce.    Go 
the  contrary,  there  is,  as  there  should  be,  an 
eagerncM  to  meet  any  advance  which  promises 
greater  facilities  for  improving  the  mind  and  mor^ 
als  of  the  Indian.    Upon  euccess  in  this  depart- 
ment hangs  every  hope.    All  that  can  be  done  to 
encourage  and  eheer  on  those  who  have  devised 
this  scheme  of  goodness  and  charity,  I  think, 
should  be  done.    But,  whatever  reform  may  be 
deemed  advisable  in  the  direction  and  economy  of  ;  | 
the  separate  schools,  it  appeara  to  me  that  if  the  \ 
proposed  central  school  shall  be  established,  they  ' 
ihotthl  be  kept  up  too.    They  may,  perhaps,  be  i 
more  numerous  than  is  necessary  or  advantageous;  ' , 
they  may  be  too  expensively  conducted,  or  more 
scholara  Ought  to  be  taught  for  the  money  ex- 
pended, or  they  may  be  badly  located;  but  each,  , 
or  all,  of  these  objections  may  be  obviated,  and  the  { ^ 
schools  improvea.    For  such  minor  institutions, 
would  not  the  central  school  be  able  to  furnish  - 
teachen  ?    Could  not  the  Government,  in  consid- 
eration of  any  pecuniary  aid  it  might  render,  exact,  | 
as  a  condition,  that  a  certain  number  of  young   i 
Indians  of  capacity  should  yearly  leave  the  centred  i 
school,  qualified  to  be  instructon,  who  shalljnake 
compensation  for  their  own  education  by  tcachinc 


as  long  as  might  be  thought  a  suitable  return! 
After  such  a  plan  had  been  in  operation  three  or 
four  yeara  there  would  be  an  annual  supply.  | 

The  manual-labor  system  has    been    advan-  j 
tageously  employed  in  one  or  two  instances,  par-  | 
ticularly  among  the  Wyandots  of  Ohio;  and  by  : 
bringing  it  into  esneral  use,  better  success,  it  is 
hoped,  may  attend  the  exertions  maklBe  to  impart ' 
knowledge  to  the  benighted  Indians.   Their  capa-  I 
cities  are  represented  as  not  inferior,  and  ]ret  the  ' 
different  reports  made  are  not  very  gratifyine.  i 
There  must  be  some  defect  in  the  coune  adopted,  | 
and,  it  is  thought,  it  may  be  found  where  it  has  , 
been  stated  to  exist;  whatever  else  may  be  deemed  ' 
expedient,  the  connection  of  manual  labor  in  ' 
various  shapes  with  the  benevolent  toil  of  instruc- 
tion, recommends  iteelf  by  the  strongest  consid- 
eraiions.    Herewith  is  communicated  a  sUtement 
which  gives  the  information,  in  possession  of  this 
office,  respecting  the  various  Indian  schools. 

The  general  obligations  of  the  Government  to 
the  different  tribes,  the  fulfillment  of  which  is  ^ade  , 
through  the  agency  of  this  office,  have  been  at- ' 
tended  to.  The  reports  that  have  been  received 
from  the  different  superintendents  and  agente, 
show  the  eeneral  condition  of  their  respective 
cliarges.  Althoogh  here  and  there  your  eye  reste 
on  a  greco  spot,  the  field  is  generally  barren.  For 
those  not  yet  removed,  much,  if  any,  ameliora- 
tion is  not  to  be  expected ;  for  the  emigrante,  every- 
thing wilt  depend  upon  the  line  of  policy  that  may 
be  adopted.  If  it  be  adapted  to  their  condition 
and  wanu,  and  be  directed  by  discretion  and  wis- 
dom in  those  to  whom  ite  execution  may  be 
committed,  the  most  beneficial  resulte  may  be  an- 
ticipated. A  crisis  in  their  fate  has  arrived  which 
cannot  but  make  an  epoch  in  their  history.  The 
ground  is  untrodden,  and  for  that  reason,  together 
with  my  own  newness  of  relation  to  them,  the  ob- 
servations already  made,andany  others  which  may 
follow,  ara  submitted  with  diffidence.  The  powera 
and  duties  of  agente,  and  their  permanent  assign- 
ment to  particular  tribes,  are  of  lon^  standing. 
The  judiciousness  of  the  latter,  it  is  thought, 
may  be  well  questioned.  Referring  not  to  per- 
sonal considerations,  which  are  always  danger- 
ous ground  of  legislative  or  executive  regula* 
tion,  is  it  expedient  to  identify  the  agent  with  the 
tribe  into  which  he  is  sent?  Is  there  not  some 
hazard  of  his  becoming  attached  to  their  particu- 
lar interests,  to  their  customs,  to  leading  men 
among  them,  to  all  that  is  theirs?  The  more 
there  is  in  the  agent  to  esteem,  the  more  likely 
will  it  be  to  happen.  If  there  were  but  one  tribe 
and  one  agency,  this  would  be  most  desirable; 
but  the  United  Slates,  observing  their  special  j 
treaty  obligations  to  each,  intend  even-handed  jus-  I 
tice  and  protection  and  improvement,  as  they  owe  ' 
then)  tu  all.  Wiih  the  feelings  that  have  been  1 
attribuied  to  these  fixed  agencies,  will  not  the  in- 
dividuals who  fill  (hem  become  the  partisans  each  i 


of  his  own  particular  charge  ?  It  cannot  be  other- 
wise, and  experience  must  have  shown  it.  In  all 
differences  between  tribes,  wherever  there  are  con- 
flicting intereste,  or  criminations  and  recrimina- 
tions, the  several  parlies  will  find  in  their  atteched 
agente  willing  and  zealous  advooaies.  However 
this  may  commend  the  individual,  the  Govern^ 
ment  seeks  information  from  the  calm,  who  take 
no  counsel  from  their  feelings.  A  dispassionate 
representetion  of  claims  or  aote  is  necessary  to 
just  conclusions,  and  it  is  not  reasonable  to  ex- 

E»ct  it  from  devoted  friends.  Such ,  it  is  supposed , 
ne-continued  residence  and  intercourae  will 
make  agente.  It  is  suggested  whether  it  would 
not  be  better  to  allow  et^  of  them  to  reside  but 
a  limited  time  in  any  one  district.  By  transfer- 
ring the  agente  from  one  position  to  another, 
as  frequenUy  as  may  be  regarded  proper,  they 
will  be  cut  off  from  the  strong  enlistment  of  their 
feelings,  or  if,  perchance,  it  will  still  occur,  a 
removal  to  another  agency  will  produce  kindred 
predilections  elsewhere,  and  these  attechmente 
will  neutralize  each  other.  By  a  general  consid- 
eration of  the  interests  of  all,  those  of  each  will 
be  better  understood.  A  general  association  will 
liberalize  the  views,  and  by  widening  the  horizon, 
give  a  look  over  the  whole  surface.  It  might  be 
well  to  authorize  the  yearly  or  semi-annual  as- 
sembls|;e  of  the  agents  within  particular  districte, 
to  confer  upon  the  conditions  of  their  several 
trusts.  It  may  be  said  that  the  influence  which 
the  Government  should  hold  among  these  rude 
beings  has  been  preserved,  andean  be  mainteined 
only  through  agents;  but  cannot  this  influence  be 
ours  through  others,  and  if  it  can,  is  it  not  unwise 
to  confine  it  to  our  own  officera  alone?  With 
them  it  must  cease  in  a  state  of  things  which 
might  be  s\jp posed.  Besides,  the  traders  are  li- 
censed; if  they  are  as  judiciously  selected  as  they 
ought  to  be,  might  the^'  n6t  be  useful  in  this  par- 
ticular? But  the  chiefs  should  be  so  treated  as  to 
make  of  them  fast  friends,  and  their  continued 
presence,  under  an^  circumstences,  among  the 
Indians,  would  furnish  us  advocates  when  they 
would  be  most  needed.  If,  upon  full  considera- 
tion, these  suggestions  should  be  adopted,  there 
does  not  seem  to  be  (for  this  particular  purpose) 
any  change  of  law  necessary,  for  the  act  of  30th 
of  June,  1834,  providing  for  the  organization  of 
the  department  of  Indian  Affairs,  **  authorizes 

*  the  President,  whenever  he  may  judge  it  expe- 

*  dient,  to  discontinue  any  Indian  agency,  or  to 

*  transfer  the  same  from  the  place  or  tribe  desig- 

*  nated  by  law,  to  such  other  place  or  tribe  as  the 

*  public  service  may  require. '^  The  superintend- 
ency  of  St.  Louis  is  fixed,  by  the  above  law,  at 
that  place;  it  has  become  an  inconvenient  location, 
and  should  be  removed  to  Fort  Leavenworth,  or 
some  other  point  west  of  St.  Louis;  but  this  can- 
not be  done  without  the  interposition  of  Congress. 
It  is  respectfully  recommended  that  the  necessary 
legislation  be  requested,  leaving  the  place  discre- 
tionary with  the  War  Department. 

The  statement  of  disbursemente  through  this 
office  exhibite  a  large  amount  of  expenditure.  It 
shows  what  has  been  remitted  to  different  public 
agente,  for  how  much  they  have  sent  in  accounts, 
and  what  proportion  remains  unaccounted  for. 
This,  except  as  to  the  amount  drawn  out,  gives 
no  precise  information.  The  disburaemente  of 
the  agents  can  be  only  settled  finally  in  the  ac- 
counting offices  of  the  Government;  and  conse- 
quently, the  balances  unaccounted  for  may  be  less 
or  more,  as  the  sums  expended  and  vouchera  pro- 
duced may  be  allowed  or  not.  The  statement  is 
made  from  such  information  as  is  on  file.  How- 
ever large  the  amount  of  the  requisitions,  they 
were  made  to  fulfill  treaty  obli^tions,  and  to  effect 
objects  most  desirable  to  the  Government  and  the 
country.  I  also  send  a  eeneral  stetement,  show- 
ing the  amount  applicable  to  expenditure,  and  the 
amount  expended  in  the  service  of  the  depart- 
ment of  Indian  Affaire,  during  the  year  ending 
30th  September  last.  The  condition  of  the  civil- 
ization fund  is  shown  by  exhibit  36,  and  of  the 
treaty  funds  for  education  purposes  by  stetement 
37,  herewith  transmitted.  As  theiaw  now  stends, 
all  sums  that  are  not  used  within  two  years  after 
they  have  been  appropriated,  go  into  the  surplus 
fund  of  the  Treasury;  and,  if  they  are  wanted  for 


the  original  objeete,  must  be  reappropriated.  It 
frequently  occura  from  limitation  in  treaties,  from 
their  having  been  ratified  conditionally,  and  a  va- 
riety of  causes,  that  money  appropriated  for  the 
purposes  of  this  office  cannot  be  used  within  two 
years;  and  a  great  inconvenience  would  result, 
were  it  not  that  a  practice  has  prevailed  of  draw- 
ing out  such  balances  as  it  is  thought  will  be 
wanted,  and* which  would  otherwise  fall  into  the 
surplus  fund.  The  amount  so  obteined  is  placed* 
to  the  credit  of  the  disbursing  ^ent  here,  and 
applied  in  discharge  of  the  Government  obliga- 
tions. This  is,  although  substentially  correct, 
irregular,  and  jto  avoid,  for  the  future,  the  neces- 
sity of  such  a  resort,  I  think  the  law  ought  to  be 
altered,  so  as  to  allow  three  years  for  the  expend- 
iture. This,  I  hope,  if  a  general  change  is  not 
thought  expedient,  may  be  done  in  regard  of  this 
office,  so  that  no  money,  except  for  contingencies, 
and  the  salaries  of  the  gentlemen  employed  in  the 
bureau,  shall  in  future  be  called  for;  that  is,  not 
paid  at  the  Treasury,  on  special  requisitions,  at 
the  time  and  for  the  precise  object  that  requires  the 
expenditure. 

The  disease  which  was  bo  destructive  of  human 
life  everywhere  before  the  discovery  of  the  art 
of  vaccination,  has  been  peculiarly  fatel  among 
the  Indians  during  the  past  year.  Their  general 
want  of  medical  advice,  and  neglect  of  precau- 
tionary measures,  added  to  their  irregular  and 
exposed  modes  of  living,  made  them  certein  vic- 
tims to  the  scourge.  It  appealed  among  the 
Chickasaws,  by  whom  it  was  introduced  among 
the  Choctews  in  the  west,  and,  from  the  wander- 
ing disposition  of  the  sufferers,  it  was  extended. 
Numerous  deaths  occurred,  notwithetanding 
every  exertion  was  made  to  confine  the  diseased, 
and  prevent  Uieir  association  with  the  w.ell;  but 
by  the  early  and  diii^^ent  use  of  vaccine  mattery 
much  was  done  in  this  quarter  to  arrest  the  rav- 
ages of  the  disorder.  It  was,  however,  in  the 
northwest  that  the  greatest  amount  of  human  life 
was  extinguished,  among  the  more  savage  and 
unsettled  tribes.  It  is  computed  that,  among  the 
Sioux,  Mandans,  Riccaras,  Minneterees,  Assin- 
aboines,  and  Blackfeet  Indians,  seventeen  thou- 
sand two  hundred  persons  sunk  under  the  small- 
pox. In  at  least  one  other  tribe  it  is  known  to 
nave  prevailed,  but  no  attempt  has  been  made  to 
count  the  victims,  nor  is  it  possible  to  reckon 
them  in  any  of  these  tribes  with  accuracy;  it  is 
believed  that  if  the  above  number  was  doubled, 
the  aggregate  would  not  be  too  large  for  those 
who  have  fallen  east  of  the  Rocky  Mountains. 
Whether  it  reached  beyond  them  is  unknown. 
But  vaccine  matter  was  sent  by  a  gentleman,  who 
was  traveling  to  the  Columbia  river  region,  with 
a  request  that  he  wouId_  endeavor  to  introduce  it 
there.  On  this  side,  and  where  the  malady  pre- 
vailed so  extensively,  every  exertion  was  used  to 
vaccinate  as  generally  as  possible,  and  a  physi- 
cian 'was  dispatched  for  the  sole  purpose,  under 
the  direction  of  this  office,  while  the  pestilence 
was  at  ite  height.  The  intrinsic  difficulties  at- 
tending such  efforte  are  apparent;  still,  it  is  be- 
lieved much  prevention  yas  effected  and  good 
done.  The  medical  gentleman  employed  on  this 
benevolent  errand  vaccinated  about  three  thou- 
sand persons. 

The  removals  west  make  a  new  organization  of 
the  superintendencies  and  agencies  advisable.  I 
have  already  submitted  some  observations  in 
favor  of  their  mutual  transfer,  and  if  they  remain 
as  the  law  of  1834  arranged  them,  the  executive 
power,  as  neretofore  remarked,  is,  perhaps,  suffi- 
cient for  the  purpose.  If,  however,  the  change 
alluded  to  should  teke  place,  it  would  be  proper 
to  regnact  the  authority,  with  specific  legal  pro- 
visions as  to  compensation  and  the  bonds  for  per- 
formance of  duly.  Some  regulation  as  to  the 
disbursing  agents  will  also  be  expedient.  By  the 
law  of  the  5ih  July  last,  officers  m  the  line  of  the 
Army  cannot  be  employed  on  this  duty  after  the 
5th  July  next.  Officers  of  the  staff  may,  it  is 
presumed,  render  this  service;  none  would  do  it 
more  efficienily  or  faithfully.  The  only  objection 
to  them  is  that  militery  exigencies  might  call  them 
away. 

There  is  one  measure  that,  in  my  judgment,  is 
of  great  importance;  it  has  heretofore  attracted  the 
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attention  of  CongrtM,  and  I  hope  will  meet  with 
favor.  As  any  plan  for  the  governmeDt  of  the 
western  tribes  of  Indians  contempiatea  an  interior 
police  of  their  own  in  each  commanity,  and  that 
iheir  own  laws  shall  prevail,  ae  between  them- 
selves, for  which  some  of  their  treaties  provide, 
this,  as  it  seems  to  me,  indispensable  step  to  their 
advancement  in  civilization,  cannot  be  taken  with- 
out their  own  consent.  Unless  some  system  is 
'marked  out  by  which  there  shall  be  a  separate 
allotment  of  land  to  each  individual  whom  the 
scheme  shall  entitle  to  it,  you  will  look  in  vain  for 
any  general  casting  off  of  savageisra.  Common 
property  and  civilization  cannot  coexist.  The 
few  instances  to  be  found  in  the  United  States  and 
other  countries  of  small  abstracted  communities, 
who  draw  their  subsistence  and  whatever  com- 
forts they  have  from  a  common  store,  do  notmiK 
itate  against  this  position.  Under  a  show  of 
equality,  the  mass  work  for  two  or  three  rulers 
or  directors,  who  enjoy  what  they  will,  and  dis- 
tribute what  they  please.  The  members  never 
rise  beyond  a  ceriam  point,  (to  which  they  had 
reached,  generally,  before  they  joined  the  society,) 
and  never  will  while  they  remam  where  they  are. 
But  if  they  should,  these  associations  are  so  small 
and  confined  as  to  place  their  possessions  in  the 
class  of  individual  estates.  At  the  foundation  of 
the  whole  social  system  lies  individuality  of  prop* 
erty.  li  is,  perhaps,  nine  times  in  ten  the  stim- 
ulus that  manhood  first  feels.  It  has  produced 
the  energy,  industry,  and  enterprise  that  distin- 
guish the  civilized  world,  and  contributes  more 
largely  to  the  good  morals  of  men  than  those 
are  willing  to  acknowledge  who  have  not  looked 
somewhat  closely  at  their  fellow- beings.  With 
It  come  all  the  delights  that  the  home  ez- 
E>re8ses;  the  comfuris  that  follow  fixed  settle- 
^lenis  are  in  its  train,  and  to  them  belongs  not 
only  an  anxiety  to  do  right,  that  those  gratifica- 
tions may  not  be  forfeited,  but  by  iadusiry,  that 
ihey  may  be  increased.  Social  intercourse,  and  a 
just  appreciation  of  its  pleasures  result,  when  you 
have  civilized,  and,  for  the  most  part,  moral  men. 
This  process,  it  strikes  me,  the  Indians  must  go 
through  before  their  habits  can  be  materially 
changed,  and  they  may,  after  what  many  of  them 
have  8een  and  know,  do  k  very  rapidly.  If,  on 
the  other  hand,  the  large  tracts  of  land  set  apart 
for  them  shall  continue  to  be  joint  property,  the 
ordinary  motive  to  industry  (and  the  most  power- 
ful one)  will  be  wanting.  A  bare  subsistence  is 
as  much  as  they  can  promise  themselves.  A  few 
acres  of  badly-cultivated  corn  about  their  cabins 
Will  be  seen,  injstead  of  extensive  fields,  rich  pas- 
tures, and  valuable  stock.  The  latter  belong  to 
hmi  who  is  conscious  that  what  he  plows  is  his 
own,  and  will  descend  to4hose  he  loves;  never  to 
the  man  who  does  not  know  by  what  tenure  he 
holds  his  miserable  dwelling.  Laziness  and  un- 
thrift  will  be  so  general  as  not  to  be  disgraceful ; 
and  if  the  produce  of  their  labors  should  be  thrown 
into  common  stock,  the  indolent  and  dishonest 
will  subsist  at  the  expense  of  the  meritorious. 
Besides,  there  is  a  strong  motive  in  reference  to 
ourselves  for  encourafing  individual  ownership. 
The  history  of  the  world  proves  that  distinct  and 
separate  possessions  make  those  who  hold  them 
averse  to  change.  The  risk  of  losing  the  advant- 
ages they  have,  men  do  not  readily  encounter. 
By  adopting  and  acting  on  the  view  suggested,  a 
large  body  will  be  created,  whose  interest  would 
dispose  them  to  keep  things  steady.  They  would 
be  the  ballast  of  the  ship. 

Plans  have  at  various  times  been  proposed  for  a 
confederation  of  the  Indian  tribes  west  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi, embracing  those  who  shall  hereafter  re- 
move. I  incline  much  to  doubt  the  expedience  of 
such  a  measure.  It  could  only  be  executed  with 
the  consent  of  the  tribes  that  might  become  mem- 
bers of  it.  The  Choctaws  have  twice  signified  their 
disinclination  to  it.  The  treaty  with  the  Cherokeei 
of  December,  1835,  discourages  it.  The  idea  of 
such  a  bond  between  dependent  communities  is 
new.  The  league  could  only  be  for  regulation 
among  themselves,  and  not  for  mutual  protec- 
tion, which  is  the  usual  object  of  such  combina- 
tions. They  have  no  common  property  to  seeure, 
or  common  interest  to  advance.  Any  plan  1  have 
seen  is  based  upon  the  power  of  the  President  to 


reject  their  articles  of  association,  which  exhlbita 
strikingly  their  tnie  position.  They  may  be  likened 
to  colonies,  among  whom  a  confederation  does 
not  exist.  They  are  governed,  and  their  legisla- 
tion, by  each  community  for  itself,  is  supervised 
and  controlled  by  the  parent  country.  When  they 
contemplate  a  diflTerent  attitude,  they  confederate. 
A  general  council  of  the  Indiana  might  pats  resolu- 
tions of  a  pacific  character,  or  to  arrest  actual  hos- 
tilities, and  to  regulate  their  intercourse  with  each 
other;  but  this  could  be  done  better  by  Congress, 
leaving  to  each  tribe  the  management  of  its  own 
internal  concerns,  not  interfering  with  treaties  or 
laws.  There  are  inherent  difliculties  in  the  dis- 
similar conditions  of  the  tribes.  Some  of  them  are 
semi-civilized,  others  as  wild  as  the  game  they 
hunt.  Some  are  rich,  others  poor.  Some  num- 
ber but  a  few  hundred  souls,  others  more  thou- 
sands. We  cannot  frame  for  them,  much  less 
could  they  do  it,  articles  of  confederation  which 
would  bring  into  council  a  just  representation  of 
the  different  tribes.  If  you  allot  so  many  repre- 
sentatives to  a  tribe,  looking  to  its  population,  the 
smaller  would  be  swallowed  up  .in  the  larger.  If 
you  limit  to  a  certain  number,  or  within  or  be- 
tween two  numbers,  you  are  unjust  to  the  larger 
tribes,  which  a  combination  of  the  smaller,  with 
fewer  motives  to  rectitude,  might  control.  A  small 
proportion  of  all  miffht  come  into  the  confederation, 
and  these  separated  from  each  other  by  bands  who 
would  not  join  in  the  arrangement,  and  would  not 
on  any  principle  be  bound  by  the  resolves  of  the 
general  council.  We  owe  duties  to  ourselves. 
Cogent  reasons  for  not  giving  to  these  neighboring 
communities  more  concentration  than  they  have, 
must  be  seen.  While  they  are  treated  with  all 
kindness,  tenderness  even,  and  liberality,  pruden- 
tial considerations  would  seem  to  require  that  they 
should  be  kept  distinct  from  each  other.  Let 
them  manage  their  internal  police  after  their  own 
views.  One  or  more  superintendents,  and  as  many 
agencies  as  may  be  deemed  proper,  with  such  reg- 
ulation of  their  intercourse  witii  each  other,  and 
such  guards  for  their  protection,  as  Congress  shall 
think  fit  to  prescribe,  would,  it  appears  to  me, 
meet  the  emergency.  Through  the  officers  thus 
stationed  among  them  they  could  make  their  com- 
plaints known  and  ask  redress  for  grievances, 
which  would  be  afforded  when  it  was  proper.  It 
is  not  understood  that  the  deliberations  of  the 
council  could  result  in  any  act  which  would  be 
valid  until  approved  by  the  Chief  Magistrate, 
which  does  not  lessen  the  force  of  what  has  been 
said. 

It  would  perhaps  be  judicious  not  to  pay  a  com- 
pliment at  some  hazard,  especially  where  it  would 
not  be  appreciated,  but  to  assert  directlv  for  gen- 
eral purposes  the  auihority  which  actually  exists, 
and  which  must,  upon  any  suggestion  that  may 
be  adopted,  be  really  felt  and  acknowledged.  At 
some  future  period,  if  circumstances  should  be  so 
changed  as  to  call  for  a  territorial  government, 
or  for  any  other  alteration  in  the  system,  the 
United  States  can,  in  the  guardian  position  they 
occupy,  make  such  modification  as  sound  judg- 
ment and  an  anxious  desire  to  benefit  the  Indians 
shall  dictate. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your 
most  obedient  servant, 

T.  HARTLEY  CRAWFORD. 
Hon.  J.  R.  PoiNSErr, 

Secretary  qf  War. 


^  agents  in  the  fourth  quarter  of 
1827 1,162,783  83 

In  the  first  quarter  of 

1838... f 609,214  93 

In  the  second  quarter  of 
1838 2,152,594  35   ^ 

In  the  third  quarter  of 

1838 988,943  21 

4,913,536  3S 

And  also  the  funds  derived  from  sales 
of  public  property,  which  became 
unfit  for  service,  or  no  longer  re- 
quired for  public  u^e,  and  from 
rents  of  public  grounds  and  build- 
ings not  occupied  for  military  pur- 
poses        87,760  11 

Making  the  sum  to  be  accounted  for 
of 5.606,388  68 

From  which  is  to  be  deducted  the 
sums  disbursed  in  the  fourth 
quarter  of  1836,  and  second  and 
third  quarters  of  1837,  the  ac- 
counts for  which  were  received 
subsequent  to  the  30th  of  Septem- 
ber, 1837 1362,641  03       " 

In  the  fourth  quarter  of 
1837 1,261,277  49 

In  the  first  quarter  of 
1838 1,139,794  22 

In  the  second  quarter  of 
1838 1,460,839  25 

In  the  third  quarter  of 
1838,  so  far  as  the 
accounts  have  been 
received  at  this  date..   560,243  91 

And  by  the  several  pay- 
ments into  the  Treas- 
ury, and  warrants 
rendered  unavailable,  624  23 


Making  whole  amount 
accounted  for  during 
the  fiscal  year 


4,785,420  13 


And  leaTlng  in  the  hands  of  the  offi- 
cers and  agents  of  the  Department, 
to  be  hereafter  accounted  for ^820 ,9 18  49 


Hepoit  of  the  Acting  Quarter 


aster  GeneraL 


UUARTERIIASTER  GxNERAL's  OfFICR,  ) 

Washington  Citt,  J^ovember  28, 1838.  > 
Sir:  In  obedience  to  your  instructions,  I  have 
now  the  honor  to  report  the  operations  of  the 
Gtuartermaster's  Departmentdunng  the  fiscal  year 
ending  on  the  30th  of  September  last. 
The  annual  report  from  this  ofliee  of  1837,  ex- 
hibits the  expenditures,  in  part,  of  the  third 
quarter  of  thai  year,  as  well  as  the  aggregate 
balance  remaining  in  the  hands  of  the  officers 
and  agents  of  the  department  at  the  close  of  that 

quarter,  amounting  to |605,042  19 

To  which  is  to  be  added  the  remit- 
tances made  to  those  ofllcers  and 


T^e  general  correctness  and  punctuality  with 
which  the  officers  of  the  Department,  as  well  an 
those  of  the  line  of  the  army  acting  in  the  De- 
partment, have  heretofore  rendered  their  accounts, 
justifies  th»  belief  that  the  several  balances  in  their 
hands  will,  in  due  time,  be  satisfactorily  accounted 
for. 

The  assignment  to  the  Topof^phieal  Depart- 
ment of  the  duties  connected  with  survey ing  and  ^ 
opening  the  several  roads  authorized  b^  Congress, 
(except  such  as  are  strictly  of  a  military  char- 
acter,) which  have  hitherto  devolved  upon  the 
Ctuartermaster's  Department,  enables  me  to  con- 
fine my  remarks  relative  to  this  branch  of  the 
public  service  to  the  operations  connected  with 
the  **  western  frontier  military  road." 

Measures  were  taken,  Mrlv  in  the  seaaon,  for 
completing  the  surveys  and  for  opening  portions 
of  this  road,  which  was,  with  the  view  of  fecili- 
tatinr^ operations,  divided  into  three  sections.  Thet 
part  of  It  commencing  at  Fort  Towson*  its- south- 
ern extremity,  and  extending  to  Fort  Smith,  con- 
stituting the  southern;  from  Fort  Smith  to  7urt 
Leavenworth,  the  middle;  and  from  the  laet-men- 
tioned  point  to  Port  Sneliing,  at  the  mouth  of  the 
Saint  Peters,  the  northern  section. 

The  surveys  of  the  middle  section  were  com- 
pleted in  the  autumn  of  last  year;  and  thet  part  of 
It  extending  from  Fort  Leavenworth  south, to  the 
Marais  de  Cygne,  has  been  put  under  contract,and 
the  work  of  opening  and  gradiqg  has  been  com- 
menced by  the  contractors. 

From  the  commissioners  appointed  to  locate  the 
other  sections,  final  reports  have  not  yet  been  re- 
ceived. No  doubt,  however,  is  entertained  that 
the  work  intrusted  to  them  will  be  completed  before 
the  close  of  the  present  season. 

The  she  selected  for  the  new  military  post  to  be 
established  near  old  Fort  Smith, on  the  Arkansas, 
has  been  purchased,  agreeably  to  a  resolution  of 
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CoDgrcss  of  the  4th  of  April  last;  and,  in  that 
month,  Major  Thomas,  of  the  Q^aartermaster's 
Department,  was  charged  with  ths  construction  of 
the  contemplated  work,  and  proceeded  immedi- 
ately to  the  scene  of  operations,  accompanied  by 
a  corps  of  mechanics  and  laborers,  and  provided 
with  ample  supplies  for  its  rapid  prosecution. 
Ovin^,  bowe^r,  to  unusual  difficulties  in  the  hbt- 
igafion  of  the  Arkansas,  caused  by  the  low  stage 
of  ita  waters,  it  was  not  until  a  considerable  part  of 
the  eeeson  for  active  operations  had  elapsed,  that 
bis  party  and  supplies  arrived  at  their  destination; 
siocir  which  he  has  been  actively  engaged  in  col- 
Mting  and  preparing  materials,  and  in  making 
other  necessary  arrangements  for  executing  the 
duties  which  have  been  asstgned^to  him. 

The  progress  made,  during  the  past  season,  in 
tfae  work  of  enlarging  and  repairing  the  quarters 
at  Fort  Leavenworth,  and  in  the  erection  or  stables 
rendered  indispensably  necessary  by  the  increase 
of  the  dragoon  force  stationed  at  that  post,  has 
been  entirely  satisfactory;  but  the  further  prose- 
cation  of  it  must  be  suspended,  unless  Congress 
shall  think  proper  to  make  the  appropriations  re- 
quired for  its  completion. 

The  measures  directed  by  the  War  Department, 
dnring  the  last  summer,  for  the  prSMrvation  of  our 
neutral  relations  and  the  security  of  our  northern 
borders,  have  necessarily  involved  heavy  expendi- 
ture! connected  with  the  movement  of  troops  and 
transportation  of  supplies,  and  for  the  indispensa- 
ble repairs  of  the  lately  unoccupied  and  dilapidated 
works  along  the  Canadian  line,  as  well  as  for  the 
construction  and  rent  of  barracks  and  quarters  at 
the  several  newly-established  posts  on  that  fron- 
tier. 

Although  the  operations  and  responsibilities  of 
the  Department  have  been  greatly  extended  by 
the  recent  augmentation  of  the  military  forces  of 
the  country,  and  the  multiplication  of  posts  along 
our  extensive  inland  frontier,  it  is  believed  that, 
with  the  late  increase  of  ita  numerical  strength, 
the  Department  will  be  found  adequate,  provided 
its  officers  be  confined  to  their  appropriate  func- 
tions, to  the  efficient  discbarge  of  its  numerous 
obligations. 

1  have  th  e  honor  to  be,  with  perfect  respect,  your 
obedient  servant, 

HENRY  STANTON, 
CoUmel,  feting  Q,UQrtcrtnasUr  General. 

Ilbn.  J.  R.  POIKSKTT, 

Secretary  qf  ffar,  Washington, 


Report  of  thm  Sargeon  General* 

SuROBOK  General's  OrncB,  ) 

^'ovember  10,  1838.  $ 
Sir  :  In  obedience  to  your  instructions,  that  I 
should  make  a  statement  of  the  fiscal  transactions 
and  other  operations  of  the  Medical  Department 
of  the  Army,  I  have  the  honor  to  present  to  you 
the  following  report. 

The  medical  and  hospital  supplies  required  for 
the  military  service  within  the  past  year,  were 
furnished  in  due  time,  in  good  order,  and  of  the 
best  quality;  and  they  have  been  very  generally 
accounted  for  in  a  satisfactory  manner  by  the 
returns  of  the  surgeons  and  assistant  surgeons 
of  the  Army  proper,  and  by  the  returns  or  state- 
ments of  the  private  physicians,  temporarily  em- 
ployed ID  the  military  service  of  the  United  States. 
The  amount  of  the  appropriation  for  the  medi- 
cal and  hospital  department  remaining  in 
the  Treasury  on  the  30ih  September,  1837, 

waa 128.615  07 

la  the  hands  of  disbursing  agents.. . .       8,110  94 
And  the  sum  appropriated  by  the  act 
of  the  6ih  of^  April,  of  the  present 
year»  waa 39,225  OU 

Making  a  g^ross  amount  of |75,951  01 

or  this  sum  there  has  been  paid  during 
the  fourth  quarter  of  1837,  and  the 
first,  ■econd,  and  third  quarters  of 
the  present  year,  at  the  Treasury: 

On  account  of  the  pay  and  other  claims 
of  prirate  physicians. . .  |12,925  47 

On  account  of  medical  and 
hospital  supplies 3.621  56 


And  by  disbursing  agents 
for  medical  and  hospital 
supplies.during  the  same 
period 15,327  74 

Amounting,  in  all,  to |31,874  77 

Leaving  a  balance,  on  the  30th  Sep- 
tember, 1838,  in  the  hands' of  ^dis- 
bursing agents |^,308  20 

And  in  the  Treasury 40,768  04 

Total 144.076  24 

There  has  also  been  drawn,  within  the  past  year, 
by  special  requisitions  on  the  Treasury,  the 
following  sums: 

From  the  appropriation  for  preventing  and  sup- 
pressing Indian  hostilities (10,900  00 

Of  this  amount  there  has  been  ex- 
pended in  the  purchase  of  extra 
medical  and  hospital  supplies  for 
the  troops  in  the  field 9,629  54 

Leaving  a  balance  in  the  hands  of 
disbursing  agents,  of $1,270  46 

From  the  appropriation  for  the  prptection  of  the 
northern  frontier $1,000  00 

Of  this  amount,  there  has  been  ex- 
pen<Vled  in  the  parchase  of  extra 
medical  and  hospital  supplies  for 
the  militis  in  the  service  of  the 
United  StaUs 826  74 

Leaving  a  balance,  which  was  replaced 
in  the  Treasury,  of $173  26 

From  the  appropriation  for  erecting  hospitals  at 
the  military  posts $11,078  62 

Of  this  amount,  there  has  been  ex- 
pended in  the  erection  of  an  hos- 
pital at  Fort  McHenry 7,532  12 

Leaving  a  balance  in  the  hands  of 
disbursing  agents  of $3,546  50 

And  from  the  appropriation  for  the  purchase  of 
sites  for  msrine  hospitals  on  the  western  waters, 
&c $2,168  75 

Of  this  amount,  there  has  been  ex- 
pended in  the  payment  of  the  ac- 
counts of  the  agents  employed-  in 
selecting  and  contracting  for  sites 
upon  which  to  erect  the  hospitals..       2,168  75 

The  whole  amount  of  money  received,  then,  during 
the  last  fiscal  year,  being  on  account  of  the  ap- 
propriation for  the  medical  and  hospital  depart- 
ment  $75,951  01 

On  account  of  the  appropriation  for 

Ereventing  and  suppressing  Indian 
ostilities 10,900  00 

On  account  of  the  appropriation  for 
the  protection  of  the  northern  fron- 
tier  : 1,000  00 

On  account  of  the  appropriation  (or 
erecting  hospitals  at  military  posts,     1 1 ,078  62 

On  account  of  the  appropriation  for 
the  purchase  of  sites  for  marine  hos- 
pitals        2.168  75 

Total $101,098  38 

And  the  sum  of  all  expenditures,  to- 
gether with  the  money  replaced  in 
the  Treasury,  during  the  same  pe- 
riod, being — 

Under  the  appropriation  formedical 
and  hospital  depart '[..$31,874  77 

Under  the  appropriation 
for  preventing  and  sup- 
pressing Indian  hostili- 
ties       9,629  54 

Under  the  appropriation 
for  the  protection  of  the 
northern  frontier 1,000  00 

Under  the  appropriation 
for  the  erection  of  hos- 
pitals at  military  posts .     7,532  12 

Under   the  «appropriation 


for  the  purchase  of  sites 
for  marine  hospitals  on 
the  western  waters. ...     2.168  75 


Total $52,205  18 

There  remained,  on  the  30th  Septem- 
ber, 1838,  in  the  hands  of  disburs- 
ing ae enU  and  in  the  Treasury  of 
the  United  States,  applicable  to  fu- 
ture disbursements, the  unexpended 
Bum  of $48,893  20 


Thenumberof  cases  of  indisposition  which  have 
been  under  treatment  by  the  officers  of  the  medical 
staff  of  the  army,  during  the  last  twelve  months, 
was  26,053;-  24,(318  of  which  occurred  within  the 
past  year;  1.434  beingxiases  that  remained  of  the 
preceding  year. 

Of  the  whole  number  of  persons  reported  sick, 
24.212  have  been  restored  to  duty;  473  have  been 
discharged  the  service;  i^  have  deserted;  311  have 
died;  leaving,  on  the  30th  of  September,  1838, 
1,028  still  on  the  sick  report. 

The  accompanying  statement,  marked  C,  how- 
ever, being  an  abstract  of  the  detailed  reports  from 
the  different  surgeons  in  each  quarter,  will  give  a 
better  understanding  of  this  subject  than  I  can  do 
by  description . 

The  proportion  of  sick  to  the  number  of  persons 
in  the  military  service  cannot  be  ascertained,  as 
that  number  varied  so  frequently  in  the  year  by  the 
discharge  of  one  body  of  troops,  and  the  admission 
into  service  of  new  levies  of  militia  and  of  volun- 
teers; nor  is  the  proportion  of  deaths  to  the  num- 
ber of  sick  so  absolutely  known  as  might  be  desired, 
for  the  reason,  that  during  active  operations  in  the 
field  many  of  the  cases  of  indisposition  were  not 
recorded,  while  it  is  to  be  presumed  that  the  deaths^ 
have  been  accurately  stated.  Enough,  however, 
has  been  ascertained  from  the  returns  to  show  that 
not  more  than  one  in  eighty-three  of  the  cases 
reported  (a  fraction  less  than  one  and  a  quarter 
per  cent.)  terminated  fatally;  and  thus  to  prove 
that  the  success  of  the  military  surgeons,  in  the 
treatmentof  diseases,  bears  a  favorable  comparison 
with  the  results  of  the  practice  of  medicine  in 
civil  life. 

The  law  requiring  an  examination  of  all  can- 
didates for  appointment  in  the  medical  staff,  before 
admission  into  the  Army,  has  been  rigidly  carried 
out.  and  the  same  useful  results  as  heretofore  have 
been  realized.  During  the  current  year  forty-three 
persons,  who  had  been  strongly  recommended  for 
appointment,  were  invited  to  present  themselves 
for  examination  before  the  army  medical  board, 
lately  in  session  in  this  citv;  twenty-one  of  whom 
declined  or  failed  to  aUena,  and  twenty -two  were 
examined;  and  of  these  last  twelve  were  rejfected, 
and  ten  passed  with  credit.  From  this  it  will 
appear  that  the  proportion  of  successful  candidates ' 
was  larger  than  formerly;  and  as  it  is  known  that 
the  standard  of  merit  reared  by  the  medical  board 
has  not  been  lowered,  but  perhaps  of  late  some- 
what elevated,  we  cannot  but  attribute  the  com- 
parative increased  number  of  approved  candidates 
to  the  fact  that  of  late  more  highly  qualified  as- 
pirants alone  are  willing  to  meet  the  trial. 

The  present  organization  of  the  medical  staff  is 
well  calculated  to  insure  efficiency,  and,  under 
ordinary  circumstances,  the  number  of  oflicers 
would  be  sufilcient  to  meet  all  the  requirements  of 
the  service.  While  a  portion  of  the  army  is  in 
the  field,  however,  and  the  remainder  distributed 
among  the  posts  along  a  vast  extent  of  country, 
we  must  continue  to  call  into  requisition  the  ser- 
vices of  many  pirivate  physicians. 

Delicacy,  perhaps,  forbids  my  saying  much  in 
commendation  of  the  members  of  the  medical  stafif 
of  the  army;  yet  I  may  be  permitted  to  express 
the  confident  belief  that  (with  two  or  three  excep- 
tions) no  ofiicers  of  the  Government,  whether  in 
the  civil  or  military  departments,  are  more  zeal- 
ous in  the  cause  of  their  country,  more  prompt  to 
obey  orders,  or  more  faithful  in  the  discharge  of 
their  various  duties.  This  opinion.  I  am  happy 
to  state,  is  in  accordance  with  that  very  generally 
expressed  by  their  associates  in  arms  of  the  line 
of  the  army.  In  truth,  we  have  now  an  cfiicient 
corps  of  talented  and  experienced  medical  officers; 
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and  ai  the  inducemenUi  to  enter  the  army  are 
much  greater  than  heretofore,  and  the  bar  to  ad- 
misaion  into  the  service  without  merit  is,  through  | 
the  action  of  the  medical  boards,  complete,  we 
may  reasonably  calculate  on  introducing  into  the 
army,  in  each  succeeding  year,  a  portion  of  the 
Tery  HUe  of  the  profession. 

It  becomes  my  duty  now  to  staU  to  you,  that 
the  clerical  duuea  appertaining  to  the  Surgeon 
General's  office  cannot  be  performed  by  one  indi- 
Tidual.  When  the  office  was  first  created,  and  one 
clerk  awarded  to  it,  we  had  a  small  army,  with  the 
troops  more  concentrated  than  now,  a  few  medical 
officers,  and  a  still  less  number  of  hired  physicians. 
Now,  our  army  is  larger,  and  the  troops  are  much 
more  dispersed  over  the  country;  a  great  accession 
has  been  made  to  the  strength  of  the  medical  staff; 
and  from  the  necessities  of  the  service,  growing 
out  of  the  state  of  war,  a  still  greater  increase  of 
hired  physicians  is  required.  The  correspondence, 
timplift  of  the  Department  with  those  numerous 
physicians,  and  with  the  officers  of  the  line  of  the 
army,  not  to  mention  that  on  public  business  with 
many  persons  in  civil  life,  will  give  ample  employ- 
ment to  the  force  now  in  the  office.  And  if  we 
take  into  consideration  the  various  reports  re- 
quired from  the  office,  and  also  ths  numerous 
returns,  reports,  &c.,from  the  surgeons,  assistant 
surgeons,  and  other  physicians  employed  at  the 
military  posts,  arsenals,  recruiting  rendezvous, 
&c.,  extended  all  over  the  land,  which  have  to  be 
examined  and  prepared  for  further  action;  and 
superadd  to  these  duties  the  labor  of  scrutinizing, 
adjusting,  and  finally  settling  the  multipliciiy  of 
complex  and  perplex  accounts  which  are  con- 
stantly coming  in  upon  the  department,  it  will  be 
evident  that,  with  the  present  force  the  business 
of  the  office  cannot  be  well  done,  if  it  is  done  at 
.  all.  I  am  willing,  and  so  is  the  clerk,  to  do  all 
that  other  men  can  do.  I  am  ready  to  undertake 
whatever  man  can  accomplish;  but  I  cannot  per- 
form impracticabilities,  and  one  of  these  is,  to  keep 
pace,  with  one  clerk,  with  the  continuously  in- 
creasing business  of  the  Medical  Department  of 
the  Army. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

TH.  LAWSON,  Surgeon  General, 
Hon.  J;  R.  Poinsett, 

Secretary  of  War,  Washington. 


DEFALCATION  OP  SAMUEL  8WARTW0UT. 

MESSAGE  FROM 
THE  PRESIDENT  OP  THE  UNITED  STATES, 
In   relation  to    the  recently- discovered    default  of 
Samuel  Swartwout,  late  Collector  of  the  Cus- 
to»i{  for  the  port  ofjfevo  York. 

To  the  Senate  and  House  of 

Representatives  qfthe  United  States: 

I  herewith  transmit  a  special  report  made  to  me 
by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  for  your  con- 
sideration, in  relation  to  the  recently-discovered 
default  of  Samuel  Swartwout,  late  Collector  of  the 
Customs  at  the  port  of  New  York. 

1  would  respectfully  invite  the  early  attention  of 
Congress  to  the  adoption  of  the  legal  provisions 
therem  suggested,  or  such  other  measures  as  may 
appear  more  expedient,  for  increasing  the  public 
security  against  similar  defalcations  heareafier. 
M.  VAN  BUREN. 

Washington,  December  8,  1838. 

Trxasdrt  Department,     ) 
December  6,  1638.  > 

Sir:  I  consider  it  the  duty  of  this  Department 
to  present'for  your  consideration  a  special  report 
upon  the  recently-discovered  default  of  Samuel 
Swartwout,  who  had  been  collector  of  the  customs 
at  the  port  of  New  York. 

The  first  object  will  be  to  exhibit  all  the  import- 
ant facts  connected  with  the  case,  so  far  as  they 
havs  been  ascertained;  then  to  explain  the  means 
for  detecting  such  defaults  which  are  provided  by 
the  present  laws;  and,  before  closing,  I  shall  take 
the  liberty  respectfully  to  offer  some  suggestions 
concerning  the  new  legislation  which  seems  to  be 
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required  for  the  public  security  against  similar 
defalcations. 

l8t.  Mr.  Swartwout  was  originally  appointed 
collector  on  the  25th  of  April,  1829,  during  the 
recess  of  Congress.  On  the  29th  day  of  March, 
1830,  he  was  reappointed  for  four  years,  by  a 
nomination  to  the  Senate,  which  was  confirmed. 

About  the  time  his  term  expired,  in  1634,  he 
was  appointed  rigain  for  a  like  term,  which  ended 
on  the  29tb  of  March,  1838;  and  he  was  not  re- 
nominated, and  has  not  since  been  in  office. 

Whilst  Mr.  Swartwout  remained  collector  sus- 
picions do  not  seem  to  have  been  excited  at  the 
Department  that  he  was  guilty  of  any  default, 
unless  it  may  be  that  the  fawiance  of  money  in  his 
hands,  when  he  was  renominated  to  the  Senate  in 
1834,  appeared  to  be  too  large,  and  caused  some 
inquiry  in  relation  to  the  subject. 

At  that  time,  not  having  been  myself  connected 
with  this  Department,  and  the  present  accounting 
officers  of  the  customs  also,  viz:  the  First  Comp- 
troller and  the  First  Auditor,  not  having  been  in 
office,  I  am  unable  to  state  with  accuracy  what 
then  occurred,  or  what  examinations  were  then 
made;  but  it  is  represented  that  Mr.  Swartwout 
and  one  of  his  clerks  came  to  this  city  on  that  oc- 
casion, and  submitted  explanations  to  a  committee 
of  the  Senate,  which  obviated  any  objections  to 
his  reappointment. 

During  his  continuance  in  office,  the  statements 
of  his  accounts,  in  a  condensed  form,  wera  made 
weekly  to  this  Department,  with  punctuality,  and 
usually  exhibited  a  balance  in  his  hands,  ranging 
from  a  mere  nominal  sum,  or  nothing,  to  one  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars.  The  balance  varied  ac- 
cording to  the  season  of  the  year,  and  the  circum- 
stances, which  might  require  large  drawbacks  to 
be  paid,  quarterly  settlements  to  be  closed  with 
his  subordinates,  or  a  great  amount  of  duties  re- 
ceived under  protest  to  be  refunded.  .These 
claims  have  always  been  considered  as  constitut- 
ing an  adequate  reason  for  retaining  on  hand  a 
sufficient  amount  to  discharge  them  promptly. 
The  amount  so  required  at  the  port  of  New  York 
is  generally  very  heavy;  being,  on  an  average, 
each  quarter,  over  a  third  of  a  million  of  dollars. 
I  The  last  return  made  before  he  lef^  office  exhibited 
i  $122,977  on  hand,  which  was  near  $30,000  less 
i  than  the  amount  of  his  official  bond.  The  return 
sent  after  his  going  out  of  office,  which  included 
only  the  last  three  days  of  his  term,  showed 
$201,096  of  money  in  his  possession.  When 
these  returns  were  received  at  tht  Department,  it 
was  supposed  that,  the  period  of  his  service 
having  expired,  he  would  have  but  a  small  balance 
of  custom-house  expenses  to  defray,  no  mors  de- 
bentures to  pay,  ana  no  great  amount  of  duties  to 
refund;  and  he  was  forthwith  requested  by  me  to 
deposit  to  the  credit  of  the  Treasurer  at  least  half 
of  the  sum  represented  to  be  on  hand. 

In  reply,  he  claimed  that  certain  custom-house 
expenses  remained  to  be  discharged,  and  that  suits 
had  been  instituted  against  him  for  return  duties, 
which,  with  numerous  protests  that  had  been  filed 
against  payments,  would  be  sufficient  in  amount 
united  with  those  expenses,  to  cover  the  whole 
balance.  He  therefore  insisted,  as  a  right,  on 
being  allowed  4o  retain  money  sufficient  to  satisfy 
those  liabilities  until  the  questions  in  controversy 
received  a  judicial  deciAon;  and  he  professed  to 
regard  that  balance  as  not  too  large  u>r  the  pur- 
pose. 

Copies  of  the  correspondence  which  took  place 
on  the  subject  between  him  and  the  Department 
are  annexed. 

A  further  inquiry  into  ths  case  was,  however, 
immediately  instituted  by  me,  through  the  First 
Comptroller  and  the  Solicitor  of  the  Treasury.  It 
terminated  in  an  impression  that  the  facts  and  the 
law,  as  to  suits  and  protests,  might  justify  a  short 
delay  in  the  adjustment. 

But  the  Comptroller  was,  notwithstanding,  di- 
rected To  bring  Mr.  Swartwout'a  accounts  to  an 
early  settlement,  and  to  have  a  prompt  payment 
made  of  whatever  amount  shonla  appear  to  be  not 
in  doubt  or  controversy. 

Subsequent  disclosures  made  to  the  Department 
in  November,  excited  suspicions  not  only  as  to 
that  balance,  but  a  much  larger  indebtedness;  and 
measures  were  thereupon  taken  to  have  the  whole 
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subject  thoroughly  investigated  by  the  law  officer 
of  the  Department  and  the  Comptroller,  calling  to 
their  aid,  in  the  absence  of  Mr.  Swartwout  abroad, 
and  under  his  neglect  to  offer  vouchers  for  a  fina! 
settlement,  all  the  lighu  and  assistance  which 
could  be  obtained,  not  only  here  but  at  New  York, 
and  from  the  books  and  papers  of  the  collector's 
office,  as  well  as  from  those  persons  who  had  b^n 
associated  with  him  in  it,  and  from  hi^successor. 

The  circumstances  which  led  to  most  of  those 
disclosures  transpired  in  ths  course  of  preparing 
the  first  quarterly  accounts  of  that  successor  for 
settlement;  and  the  Department  was  first  indebted 
for  them,  in  a  great  measure,  to  his  care  and  vig- 
ilance. 

Aft^r  full  investigation,  the  particulars  of  Mr. 
Swartwout 's  defalcation  were  ascertained,  and  a 
report  of  ths  state  of  his  accounts  was  made  by 
the  Comptroller  to  the  Solicitor  of  the  Treasury, 
and  proper  legal  proceedings  instituted  to  collect 
the  balance  appearing  to  be  due.  The  amount  of 
it  as  computed  on  the  best  data  obtainable,  was 
$1,374,119.  The  legal  proceedings  were  com- 
menced against  the  principal  on  the  account,  and 
against  both  the  principal  and  sureties  on  the  last 
bond,  the  parties  to  which  are  also  parties  to  the 
former  one.  F^r  the  portion  of  the  outstanding 
defalcation  which  accrued  during  the  period  em- 
braced by  the  first  bond,  but  which  is  compara- 
tively small,  another  suit  will  be  brought  as  soon 
as  the  proper  accounts  can  be  adjusted.  Each 
bond  is  for  $150,000.  Thesum  of  $30,000  in  money 
has  been  paid  by  his  agents  since  the  discovery  of 
the  default,  and  large  amounts  of  property  have 
been  taken  bv  the  marshal,  and  likewise  mort- 
gaged, as  collateral  security.  How  much  this 
balance  will  be  reduced  by  vouchers  hereof 
presented  and  allowed,  and  how  far  an^  final  in- 
debtedness may  be  considered  secure,  it  is  now 
difficult,  and  indeed  impossible,  to  compute  with 
any  great  degree  of  accuracy.  * 

So  far,  however,  as  the  fact4  could  be  ascer- 
tained by  the  Solicitor  and  the  accounting  officers, 
it  is  feared  that  the  whole  amount  of  the  defalca- 
tion will  not  prove  to  have  been  less  than  a  mil- 
lion and  a  quarter  of  dollars.  The  security  Af 
different  kinds  which  has  been  obtained  is  cati- 
mated  very  highly  by  Mr.  Swartwout  and  some 
others,  so  as  to  be  considered  hy  them,  with  his 
additional  estate  in  other  countries,  an  smple  in- 
demnity against  any  eventual  loss  by  the  Gove»- 
ment.  But  they  cannot  be  regarded  by  the  Depart- 
ment, with  the  limited  information  possessed  at 
this  time  concerning  their  situation,  M  equal  in 
value  to  mors  than  half  tha  claim  of  the  United 
States.  But  even  this  is  a  mars  estimate.  The 
first  misuse  of  the  public  monay  by  Mr.  Swart- 
wout, as  collector,  appears  to  havs  commenced  in 
1830.  A  series  of  defalcations,  in  various  items 
of  his  accounts,  seem  to  have  followed,  and  con- 
tinued through  each  successive  year,  increasinj; 
constantly  in  amount,  till  near  the  close  of  hii 
official  term.  They  consisted  in  withholding  a 
part  of  the  tonnage  duties,  and  a  portion  of  the  for- 
feitures and  fines;  in  not  accounting  for  all  the 
bonds  collected,  nor  all  the  moneys  on  hand,  held 
either  for  office  expenses,  return  duties,  or  in  ad- 
vance of  the  adjustment  of  unascertainsd  duties; 
and  in  procuring  from  the  Treasury,  under  the 
act  of  1834,  and  similar  ones,  larger  sums  for  the 
balance  of  office  salaries  than  the  facts  warranterf 

These  results,  so  unexpected  and  painful,  br^e 
been  reached  by  the  Solicitor  and  accounting  o;.'i- 
cers,  only  after  the  most  careful  examination  thai 
was  practicable,  in  the  absence  of  Mr.  Swartwooii 
and  after  full  communication  from  several  of  hit 
former  clerks,  most  intimately  acoaainted  with  H* 
offi^al  couroipf  his  .^sinesnyia  the_real  condK 
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»ffictml  coarse  ot'  his  business  and  the  real  condi- 
ion  of  his  accounts,  and  one  of  whom  is  under- 
Itood  to  be  his  attorney. 

Further  particulars  are  forborne  to  be  detailed, 
iS  they  are  embodied  in  the  reports  of  ihe  Solicitor 
»f  the  Treasury  and  the  Comptroller,  which  were 
Dade  in  the  course  of  their  recent  examination,  and 
ire  annexed.  It  is  trae  that  this  inquiry  has,  from 
lecessity,  been  in  some  degree  ex  parte  in  iis  cha- 
Bcter,  and  that  some  of  the  results  are  liable  to  be 
isproved  or  explained  away  hereafter. 
This  Departmenc  would  be  highly  gratified  if 
tr.  Swmrtwont  should,  in  the  end,  be  able  to  show 
kat  the  money  for  which  he  is  accountable 
Des  not  exceed  the  $301,096  40  reported  by  him 
I  the  last  official  abstract  of  his  account  as  the 
roe  balance.  It  would  also,  bs  much  pleased  if  it 
bould  happen,  as  promised  in  his  letter  of  the 
3th  of  April  last,  that  *^  on  the  adjustment  of  my 
bis]  accounts,  the  amount  due  to  the  Government 
rill  be  immediately  paid.^* 
Bat  it  is  an  unpleasant  duty  to  add,  that  the 
kanainaticn  into  his  supposed  defalcations  was  not 
tttitaied  on  slight  grounds,  ^nor  legal  proceed- 
igs  commenced  for  so  large  an  amount  till  sudi- 
(ent  facts  were  developed  te  produce  a  clear 
•nviction  with  the  accounting  officers  that  the 
efaalt  was  of  the  aggravated  eharacter  already 
iKcribed. 

3.  I  would  next  submit  a  few  remarks  on  the 
Ipdes  that  exist,  under  the  present  laws,  for 
letecting  faults  of  collecting  officers,  in  order  that 
wi  may  judge  whether  they  are  sufficient,  or  re- 
inire  additional  legislation.  The  first  one  is  merc- 
f  by  a  regulation  which  requires  the  weekly 
eturns  before  alluded  to,  and  which  was  volun- 
waly  introduced  by  the  Department  nearly  forty 
ivars  ago.  This  regulation  provide.*?  that  a  su Hi- 
lary statement  of  accounts  shall  be  transmitted 
ich  week  from  the  large  ports,  and  by  sub^e- 
bent  modifications,  each  month  from  the  smaller 
ttes.  It  is  made  to  the  head  of  the  Depart- 
aent,  and  should  exhibit  a  true  abstract  of  the 
imdiclon  of  the  receipts  and  payments  by  the  col  • 
Bctor  during  the  preceding  week.  Originally,  it 
9  presumed  that  this  return  was  required  more 
lir  correct  informalioir,  and  to  enable  the  Depart- 
ient  to  draw  at  times  for  the  money  on  hand, 
nan  as  a  check  on  peculation;  but  if  the  state- 
ments in  it  do  not  not  agree  with  each  other,  or  do 
lac,  on  their  face,  exhibit  facts  that  appear  pro- 
ibie,-  or  do  not  balance,  then  suspicion  is  ex- 
iled, and  a  defalcation,  if  one  exist,  can,  by  further 
iid  full  examination,  be  detected.  So  if  the  sum 
Mained  on  band  appears  too  large  for  meeting  the 
Magements  of  the  office,  a  draft  can  be  issued 
pr  the  amount,  or  au  order  given  for  its  deposite, 
b  has  frequently  been  done.  If  either  is  not  com- 
■ed  with,  nor  sufficient  reasons  assigned  for  delay, 
be  default  may  then  be  discovered.  But  if  none 
if  these  circumstances  happen,  suspicion  is  not  cx- 
fited  through  those  weekly  statements.  It  will  be 
ben,  however,  that,  generally,  it  is  not  possible 
br  a  default  to  occur  without  its  appearing  on 
bem,  unless  they  are  made  incorrect  through  de- 
B)erate  fraud  and  fahehood.  In  case  of  Mr. 
Nartwout,  none  of  these  statements  since  1830, 
riien  his  delinquencies  are  supposed  to  have  com- 
benoed,are  known  to  have  disclosed  any  fact  tend- 
hg  to  excite  suspicion  of  his  misconduct;  and  if 
poney  was  collected  or  expended  in  amounts  dif- 
hring  from  the  face  of  the  abstracts,  (as  is  now  be- 
Ipved  to  have  been  thecase,)  it  must  have  been  con- 
Med  by  a  series  of  false  returns  during  the  whole 
inriod  of  bcven  or  eight  years.  Some  of  those  re- 
pDDs,  under  Secretaries  Ingham  and  McLane, 
»ay  have  been  destroyed  by  the  conflagration  of 
le  Treasury  building  in  1833;  but  none  of  them 
nr  foQod,  whether  made  under  them  or  Secreta- 
»  Duane,  Taney,  or  myself,  appear  to  evince 
ly  thing  calculated  to  cause   distrust  of  his  in- 

The  other  mode  now  in  use  far  detecting  de- 
Idlts  in  collecting  officers,  and  which  is  the  on- 
f  oae  provided  by  Congress,  (except  the  revising 
Nver,  in  some  respects,  and  at  some  ports,  by 
ke  naval  officer,  hereafter  to  be  considered)  is, 
bosgh  the  quarterly  settlements  that  are  required 
il)e  made  by  collectors  with  the  accounting  of- 


ficers of  the  Treasury.  Those  officeis  are  th«  First 
Auditor  and  the  First  Comptroller.  These 
settlements  are  devolved  on  them  alone  by  Con- 
gress, without  requiring  the  vouchers  and  accounts 
to  be  submitted  to  the  head  of  the  Department,  or 
any  other  officer,  either  for  revision,  approbation, 
or  rejection. 

In  that  branch  of  their  official  busin'&ss  which  re- 
lates to  the  adjustment  of  accounts,  you  are  aware 
that  it  has  been  long  since  settled  that  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  or  even  the  Preside  ni,  do^s  not 
possess  any  legal  authority  to  aid  in  making  the 
adjustment,  or  to  overrule  their  decisions. 

The  acts  of  Congress  on  this  subject  first  pro- 
vide, thai  if  a  collector  neglects  to  present  his  ac- 
counts and  vouchers  for  settleident  quarterly,  the 
balance  against  him,  so  far  as  it  can  be  ascer- 
tained, shall  be  reported  by  the  Comptroller  to  the 
law  agent,  or  the  Solicitor  of  the  Treasury,  for 
suit;  and  the  neglect  be  also  reported  to  the  Presi- 
dent, in  order  that  he  may  remove  the  incumbent, 
if  still  in  office.  It  is  also  directed,  that  if  a  ba- 
lance exists  on  a  settlement,  and  is  not  paid,  the 
Comptroller  shall  cause  a  suit  to  be  instituted  for 
its  recovery.  Whenever  a  default  of  the  latter 
kind  occurs,  it  is  therefore  considered  not  only  the 
duty  of  the  Comptroller  to  proceed  with  the  suit, 
but  it  is  expected,  though  omitted  to  be  required  in 
the  acts  of  Congress,  that  he  will  apprize  the  head 
of  the  Department,  or  the  President,  of  the  delin- 
quency which  has  occurred,  in  order  that  the  case 
of  such  collector,  if  still  in  office,  may  be  exa- 
mined by  the  President,  and  a  decision  made  upon 
the  propriety  of  continuing  him  longer  in  office. 

It  is  understood  that  the  Comptroller  has  always 
exercised  some  discretion  in  respect  to  bringing  ac- 
tions for  balances  on  hand,  by  not  forthwith  insti- 
tuting suits  if  the  balances  be  small,  or  the  reasons 
for  retaining  them  for  a  time  appear  to  be  satisfac- 
tory. But  if  those  balances  be  large,  and  suffi- 
cient reasons  are  not  offered  to  justify  delay;  or  if 
the  collectors's  term  ofofficc  has  expired,  the  Comp- 
troller should  deem  it  a  duty  to  proceed  at  once, 
under  the  law,  to  enforce  the  collection  of  the 
money  due. 

Several  reasons  exist  why  the  accounting  officers, 
for  the  time  being,  did  not  discover  the  defalcation 
in  this  case,  or  report  it  sooner  to  the  law  officer 
and  to  the  head  of  the  Deparunent  or  the  Presi- 
dent. Most  of  them  are  detailed  in  the  two  an- 
nexed reports  on  that  subject  from  the  present. 
First  Auditor  and  First  Comptroller,  in  reply  to  in- 
quiries made  by  this  Department.  In  some  of 
the  reasons  assigned  there  is  great  weight. 
The  customs  collected  at  New  York  equal  near- 
ly two-thirds  of  the  whole  amount  in  all  the  Uni- 
ted Slates.  Difficulties  doubtless  exist  in  detecting 
defaults  under  the  present  laws,  at  ports  where  the 
business  is  so  large,  the  accounts  are  so  complica- 
ted, and  the  necessary  delays  in  settlement  so 
great. 

The  difficulties  in  making  an  earing:  discovery  in 
this  case  would  seem  to  have  been  increased  by  the 
custom,  which  it  is  understood  has  long  existed  in 
the  Auditor's  office,  not  to  make  detailed  examina- 
tions of  the  bend  accounts  at  large  ports,  unless 
it  may  be  when  doubts  arose  in  relation  to  their 
corsectness. 

The  bonds  on  hand  at  one  time,  at  New  York 
alone,  exceeded  10,000  in  number.  The  delay  of 
three  months,  which  is  allowed  by  law  to  collectors 
in  preparing  for  settlements,  and  the  false  returns 
which  appear  to  have  been  resorted  to  by  the  col- 
lector of  New  York,  in  his  weekly  reports,  with  a 
view  to  poevent  suspicion  and  detection  at  an  early 
day  Ihtough  those  returns,  augmented  still  further 
the  obstacles  to  a  prompt  detection. 

The  death  of  one  of  the  clerks  in  the  Auditor's 
office,  who  has  had  the  immediate  charge  of  set- 
tling the  accounts  for  that  port,  and  the  recent 
change  in  the  head  of  the  bureau,  as  well  as  the 
death  of  the  Comptroller  who  was  in  office  during 
most  of  the  period  of  the  default,  render  it  imprac- 
ticable to  ascertain  with  accuracy  all  iho  circum- 
stances and  reasons  why  suspicion  was  not  there 
sooner  excited;  but  those  already  enumerated  are 
supposed  to  have  been  the  principal  ones.  It 
seems  apparent,  however,  from  the  official  re- 
ports before  referred  to,  that  many  of  the  defal- 


cations in  this  case  happened  under  such  circum- 
stances, and  were  so  concealed,  as  to  render  it 
difficult,  if  not  impossible,  to  delect  them  sooner  by 
the  accounting  officers,  under  the  existing  laws; 
and  it  is  supposed  that  they  could  not  all  have 
been  eventually  discovered  and  exposed,  except  by 
t^e  aid  of  those  persons  in  the  custom-house  at 
New  York  who  were  aware  of  the  deceptions 
practised. 

In  respect  ta  the  remaining  legal  check  on  the 
collector,  and]  through  which  his  defaults  may 
at  times  be  detected,  it  consists  of  a  naval  officer, 
authorized  at  a  few  ports,  and  required  by  law  to 
examine  and  certify  to  the  various  expenditures 
made,  as  well  as  the  assessment  of  the  duties 
collected. 

But  it  appears  that  the  naval  officer  at  New 
York,  if  able  to  perform  the  task,  has  not  for  a 
long  period,  or  at  least  during  the  seventeen  years 
that  h:ive  elapsed  since  a  circular  issued  by  the 
Comptroller  in  1821,  considered  it  his  duty  to  cer- 
tify to  the  expenditures  and  accounts  generally, 
but  inly  to  certain  portions  of  them,  and  to  the 
corr-  ct  assessment  of  the  duties. 

That  circular,  unfortunately,  tended  to  remove 
a  check  on  the  collector,  in  some  particulars  very 
essential,  and  has  been  repealed  by  the  present 
Comptroller. 

It  must  also  be  apparent  that  the  real  auditor 
of  the  custom-house  should  be  attached  to  the 
naval  office,  rather  than  that  of  the  collector,  as 
he  is  now  a  nominee  of  the  latter,  and  subject  to 
be  neither  appointed  nor  removed  by  the  Depart- 
ment or  the  President.  ^ 

Thus  situated,  his  statements  and  acts  arc  liable 
to  correspond  with  the  collector's  wishes,  and  can 
by  fraud  almost  invariably  conceal  defaults  so 
as  not  to  be  detected  by  the  accounting  officers, 
or  even  the  naval  officer. 

Some  of  the  new  instructions  given  by  this  De- 
partment to  the  accounting  officers  when  the  de- 
fault was  suspected,  and  of  the  various  steps 
which  were  required  to  be  taken  to  prevent,  as 
far  as  possible,  similar  occurrences  hereafter,  may 
be  seen  in  the  copies  of  letters  annexed. 

I  do  not  flatter  myself,  however,  that  these  in- 
structions, even  if  able  to  be  strictly  enforced  by 
the  accounting  officers,  will  prove  successful  in 
wholly  preventing  the  occurrence  of  defaults;  but 
it  is  hoped  that  they  will  tend  to  an  earlier  de- 
tection Oi  some  of  them,  ;»hould  any  hereafter 
happen. 

3.  A  few  new  provisions  made  by  Congress 
would  add  much  to  their  efficacy.  Thus,  if  a 
further  clerical  force  were  authorized  by  law  to  be 
placed  in  the  First  Auditor's  office,  more  seasona- 
ble and  thorough  examination  of  the .  bond  ac- 
counts would  l>e  practicable,  and  would,  to  all  ap- 
pearance, prove  beneficial  in  discovering  defal- 
cations. The  same  result  would  apparently  hap- 
pen, also,  if  the  naval  officer  at  such  a  port  as  New 
York  were  enabled,  under  the  increased  labor  it 
would  devolve  on  him,  to  employ  such  additional 
clerks  as  may  be  necei^sary  to  perform  the  duties 
required  by  law  in  examing  critically,  and  certify- 
ing concerning  all  the  payments  at  thai  lai^e  port, 
as  well  as  the  assessment  of  duties.  So  would  it 
happen  in  the  First  Comptroller's  office,  if  the  neces- 
sary force  were  given  by  Congress  to  investigate 
carefully  the  balances  on  settlement,  whenever 
large;  and  when  those  balances  are,  on  such  an  in- 
vestigation, not  satisfactorily  explained,  if  they 
should  be  required  by  law  hot  only  to  be  immedi- 
ately reported  for  .suit  to  the  Solicitor,  but  the  sus- 
picious siren mstances,  and  even  the  amount  con- 
sidered due,  be,  in  all  cases,  communicated  to  the 
President,  or  the  head  of  the  Department 

But,  by  none  of  these  steps  would  the  public,  in 
my  opinion,  be  sufficiently  secured,  without  still 
other  legislation  of  a  general  chatacter,  most  of 
which  has  been  explained  in  the  last  three  reports 
from  this  Department  on  the  finances.  The  provi- 
sion in  the  act  of  12th  of  October,  1837,  allowing 
the  collector,  instead  of  the  district  attorney,  to  ex- 
tend the  payment  of  bonds  falling  due,  removed 
one  important  check  which  before  existed,  in  re- 
quiring the  former  to  deliver  forthwith  all  unpaid 
bonds  to  the  latter  for  collection.  On  this,  as  well 
as  other  aceounts,  some  new  and  some  rigorous 
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provisions  by  Congress  became  slill  more  iodis- 
peDsable,  and  have  been  earnestly  recommended. 
Bat,  before  considering  them  in  detail,  it  may  be 
proper  to  observe  that,  in  point  of  fact,  only  a  small 
part  of  Mr.  Swartwoui^s  defaults  probably  origina- 
ted sab>sqaent  to  the  suspension  of  specie  payments 
in  May,  1837;  and  ibat,  after  the  suspension, 
vhen  drafts  and  Treasury  noteb  constituted  the 
principal  receipts  at  New  Yo!k,  till  he  left  office, 
Mr.  Swartwout  was  still  required  to  make  de- 
posiies  in  bank  of  a  great  part  of  any  surplus 
which  he  ever  collected  in  money.  He  was  not 
one  of  the  officers  permitted  to  retain  money  on 
which  it  was  customary  for  the  Treasurer  to  place 
frequent  drafts  in  fovor  of  public  creditors; 
though,  since  Mr.  Swartwout's  term  eipired, 
and  since  specie  payments  have  been  resumed  by 
the  banks,  large  sums  have  been  collected  there 
in  money,  and  it  has  been  customary,  and  has 
been  found  convenient,  to  place  such  drafts  very 
often  on  his  successor.  The  first  new  general 
enactment,  not  already  enumerated,  which  might, 
under  existing  circastances,  be  found  useful,  is  the 
entire  separation  of  all  disbursements  from  the 
collections  at  a  port  of  such  extensive  business  as 
New  York. 

The  attention  of  Congress  was  invited    to  such 
a  measure    by    this   Department   in    September, 
1837,  in   the  following  words:    '*At    points  like 
New  York,  and  a  few  others,  where  a  likelihood 
existed  that  the  sums  would^permanently   be  large, 
but  which  under  a  reduced*  revenue  and  expen- 
diture, would  seldom  occur,  authority  might  be 
given  to  appoint  the  clerks,  now  acting  a<  cashiers 
or  tellers   under  the  collectors  and  receivers,  or 
other  more  suitable  persons,  to  act  as  keepers  and 
paymasters  of  the  public  money.    But  they  should 
be  made  independent  of  the  collectors  and   receiv- 
ers,   and  placed  under  the  like  tenure  of  office  and 
under  suitable  bonds.'*    As  some  further  check  on 
the  accounts  of  the  collectors,  it  might  be  prudent 
to  require,  by  law,  the  certificate  of  the  naval  offi- 
cer to  the  correctness  of  each  weekly  return,  and  to 
A)e  possession  of  the  balance  in  money,   after    a 
careful  inspection  of  the  whole  subject.    The  pro- 
vision requiring  all  balances  not  immediately  ad- 
justed to  be  reported  forthwith  to  heads  of  De- 
partmenu  or  the  President,  in  order  that  real   de- 
faulters  may  be  ascertained  and  seasonably  re- 
moved, has  been  before  alluded  to.tind  would  be 
likely,  in  all  classes  of  oflleers,  whether  collecting 
or  disbursing,' to  increase  the  public  safety.    Such 
repoits  are  now  required  of  the  Second  Comptroller 
in  respect  to  certain  accounts  of  war  and  navy  offi- 
cers, but  should  be  also  of  both  Comptrollers,  and 
as  to  all  kinds  of  balances  and  officers.    The  heads 
of  the  Departments  could  then,  by  comparison  with 
the  weekly  returns,  and  other  inquiries,  sometimes 
discover  delinquencies,  which  now  might  escape 
detection,  in  the  accounting  officers.    The  entire 
separation  of  the  duties  of  controlling  the  settlement 
of  accounts  from  those  of  supi^rinteiiding  the  cus- 
toms, and  making  one  of  the  Comptrollen  a  com- 
missioner (^\'  the  customs,  would  be  likely,  as  sug- 
gested to  Congress  as  long  ago  as  1835,  to  render 
more  eflfective  both  of  these  important  branches  of 
business.    Another  useful  check  on  defalcations 
would  be  the  requisition  ofcash  in  payment  of  all  du- 
ties.   The  largest  item  of  deficiency  in  the  case 
under  consideration  grew  out  of  the  bond  accounUi; 
and  future  defaults  could  be  much  better  r  aarded 
against  if  the  laws   required   only   cash    duties. 
But,  after  all  such  enactments  to  ensure  checks, 
and  a  closer  and  wider  supervision,  this   Depart- 
ment is  satisfied  that  the  most  efi'ectual  remedies 
must  be  those    operating   directly   on    oflfcnders 
themselves.    The  severest  penalties  again st  falce 
returns,  and  against  the  loan  or  embezzlement  of 
the  public  money  by  collectors,  as  well  as  all  classes 
of  officers,  and  the  strictest  prohibitions  against 
its  use  in  any  way  for  private  purposes,  with  the 
occasional  and  rigorous  examination  of  their  funds 
and    vouchers   by   agents   or   by  committees  of 
Congress;  in  a  manner  sfmilar  to  what  was  recom- 
mended by   this    Department  at  the  sperial  ses- 
sion in  1837,  would,  without  doubt,  have  the  most 
salutary  effect  on  the  security  of  the  Gov«  rnment. 
By  the  influence  of  these  measures  in  preventing 
wrong,  they  would  also  in  the  end,  often  prove 


acts  of  kindness,  rather  than  hardship,  to  the  offi- 
cers themselves  and  their  unfortunate  sureties. 

Such  transactions  as  that  which  it  has  been  my 
disagreeable  task  on  this  occasion  to  report  for 
your  consideration,  being  flagrant  breaches  of  mo- 
rality, &s  well  as  threat  civil  injuries,  cannot,  in  my 
opinion,  be  too  strongly  branded  by  penal  legisla- 
tion. This  could  bring  no  reproach  on  any  of 
those  upright,  scrupulous,  and  faithful  citizens 
who  fill  stations  of  public  trust.  It  will  prove  for- 
tunate, also,  for  tlie  security  of  the  Treasury,  if 
public  opinion  should,  in  relation  to  such  delin- 
quencies, hereafter  indicata  a  much  higher  tone  of 
morals  and  a  stronger  sense  of  official  fidelity  and 
honor  than  have,  unhappily,  to  some  extent  hereto- 
fore prevailed.  I  regret,  sir,  that  the  facts  coult 
not  be  correctly  explained  in  this  case  without  the 
use  of  some  language  which  may  appear  harsh, 
but  which  the  circumstances  and  a  due  discharge 
of  duty  seemed  imperatively  to  require. 
Respectfully, 

LEVI  WOODBURY, 
Stcrttory  of  the  Treomry. 
To  the  PacsiDXNT  of  the  UnUtd  States. 

P.  S.  Two  copies  of  recent  letters  from  Mr. 
Swartwout  to  some  ef  his  friends  in  New  York,  in 
relation  to  this  subject,  protesting  against  the  sup- 
posed amount  of  his  default,  and  insisting  on  his 
ability  to  meet  any  deficiency,  are  submitted  for 
the  President's  perusal,  but  are  not  made  apart  of 
this  report,  as  some  of  the  matters  contained  in 
them  seem  to  be  of  a  private  character. 

Since  this  report  was  prepared,  I  understand  that 
the  office  of  district  attorney  for  the  Southern  dis- 
trict of  New  York  has  become  vacated,  under  cir- 
cumstances which  create  a  suspicion  of  some  con- 
nection between  the  recent  incumbent  and  Mr. 
Swartwout  in  the  default  above  mentioned.  I  have 
requested  the  Solicitor  of  the  Treasury  to  take  all 
suitable  steps  to  examine  thoroughly  the  state  of 
the  accounts  of  the  late  attorney,  and,  if  an;  thing 
should  appear  to  be  due,  to  procure  secniiiy  there- 
for as  far  as  practicable.  As  soon  as  any  impor- 
tant results  on  this  subject  are  ascertained  with 
accuracy,  I  will  communicate  them  for  your  con- 
sideration. 

L.  W. 

RepwrU  qf  thi  Fint  CompiroUer  and  ScUcUor  #/  the 
Treamm  relofive  to  tU  defateaiion  qf  Samuel 
Swofiwoutf  laie  eolUetor  ofeuttomt  at  Jfew  York. 

New  York,  November  8,  1838. 

Si  a:  On  the  receipt  of  your  letter  to  the  the  Soli- 
citor of  the  Treasury,  of  the  5ih  instant,  we  confer- 
red together  on  the  course  most  expedient  to  be 
taken  in  regard  to  the  defalcation  of  Mr.  Swart- 
wout, the  late  collector  at  New  York. 

It  appeared  that  the  last  settlement  of  his  ac- 
counts at  ihe  Treasury  was  up  to  the  31st  Decem- 
ber last,  and  that,  although  he  was  called  upon  by 
the  First  Auditor  and  notice  subsequently  given  to 
his  sureties  by  the  Comptroller,  his  accounts  and 
vouchers,  from  that  time  till  the  98th  of  March, 
when  his  term  of  office  expired,  had  never  been 
furnished.  The  stated  balance  against  him  on  the 
31st  December,  1837,  was  $9,678,984  56;  this, 
however,  was  known  to  include  all  the  uncollected 
bonds  not  due,  bonds  in  suit,  and  various  items  to 
which  he  would  be  entitled  to  a  credit  on  a  final  ad- 
JBstment.  This  made  it  necessary,  as  the  accounts 
and  vouchers  were  not  furnished,  that  immediate 
steps  should  be  taken  to  ascertain  the  sum  really 
due,  as  accurately  as  possible.  With  this  object, 
\«  requested  Mr.  Underwood,  who  has  beencharged 
with  the  rxamination,  in  the  office  of  the  First  Au- 
ditor, uf  the  accounuof  Mr.  Swartwout,  to  proceed 
at  once  to  New  York,  and  from  the  documents  at 
the  custom-house  obtain  the  necessary  information 
for  stating  (he  accounts  at  the  Treasury,  and  ascer- 
taining the  true  balance  for  which  Mr.  Swartwoat 
is  liable.     He  has  accordingly  done  so. 

We  arrived  here  ourselves  yesterday,  and  found 
that  Mr.  Underwood  had  been  industriously  en- 
gaged in  the  necessary  examinations.  The  resadt 
has  been,  so  far,  to  ascertain  that  the  defalcation 
exceeds  $1,300,000.  He  will  continue  his  labors 
until  he  has  every  fact  necessary  for  making  a  true 
account,  when  he  will  proceed  at  onoc  to  Washii^- 


ton,  and  have  it  duly  staled  and  passed  by  the  u- 
counting  officers;  which  is  a  necessary  step,preli. 
minary  to  further  proceedings.  We  expect  Mr. 
Underwood  will  leave  here  this  afternoon. 

We  have  every  reason  to  believe  ihat  the  secari- 
ty  iti  Mr.  Swartwout*s  official  bond  is  fully  suffi. 
cient  for  its  amount. 

Ti>e  examination  requisite  lo  ascertain  the  man- 
ner in  which  the  money  was  abstracted,  aud  the 
details  of  the  defalcation  which  has  beengoitig 
on  for  seven  or  eight  years,  will  require  some  days. 
All  that  we  know  in  regard  to  it  at  present,  is  d^ 
rived  fram  a  voluntary  communication  made  to  as 
last  evening  by  Mr,  Henry  Ogden,  the  cashier  of 
the  custom-house  during  Mr.  SwanwonOs  tsrm. 

Having  been  informed  that  the  larige  defalcatioB 
was  known  to  the  public  officers,  and  that  m 
had  come  to  New  York  for  the  parpo&c  uf  io- 
vestigating  it,  be  called  on  us,  and  at  ooce,  in  the 
presence  of  Mr.  Price,  the  district  attorney,  whu 
was  with  us,  entered  frankly  iniu  a  coDversatioo 
on  the  subject.  He  commenced  by  saying  that 
the  circumstances  of  the  case  had  troabled  him 
exceedingly  for  some  time,  and  that  he  had  strong- 
ly urged  Mr.  Swartwout  not  to  leave  the  United 
States  in  August  la&t;  that  he  had  told  hioi  iiwai 
scarcely  possible  the  defalcation  could  remain  moch 
longer  concealed,  especially  since  the  accoaDtsfor 
the  last  quarter  had  been  called  for  and  not 
furnished;  that  he  had  advised  him,  instead  of 
going  to  Europe,  to  go  at  once  to  Washiogton,  stib- 
mit  a  statement  of  the  whole  matter  to  the  Secreta- 
ry of  the  Treasury,  surrender  his  property,  and 
make  the  best  arrangement  he  could;  that  Mr. 
Swartwout  told  him  in  reply,  he  waseoaedentof  ' 
being  able  to  raise  money  in  England,  by  wh^cbhe  < 
could  pay  his  whole  debt  to  the  Uuited  States* 
soon  as  he  returned;  and  he  did  not  think  the  bo- 
siness  would  be  known  before  that  tin^. 

In  reply  to  our  inquiry  as  to  the  time  when  the 
abstraction  of  the  public  money  commenced,  he 
stated  that  it  was  about  nine  months  after  Mr. 
Swartwout  was  appointed  collector.  He  afterwards 
said  he  supposed  it  might  have  been  a  year  afler- 
that  is,  in  I830j  that,  as  the  amount  of  defalcaiifli 
increased,  he  frequently  spoke  to  Mr.  SwariwotR 
on  the  subject;  and  that,  about  four  years  ance,il 
had  become  so  large  that  he  told  Mr.  Swartwrt; 
that  unless  measures  were  taken  to  reduce  it,  he 
could  not  consent  to  continue  in  the  sitna'ionto 
held.  Mr.  Swartwout  was,  however,  eoafideat 
that  the  operations  in  which  he  was  engaged  woM 
be  so  profitable  as  to  make  it  easy  for  him  lopj 
off  the  whole  deficiency.  This  mode  of  treating  IK 
subject  Mr.  Swartwout  continued  to  persist  in  » 
persist  in  to  the  last,  always  expressing  hisbeha 
that  he  could  set  matters  right. 

In  reply  to  our  inquiry  as  to  the  mode  m  »nitt 
the  affair  had  been  conducted,  and  the  amoatf, 
Mr.    Ogden    stated    that   Mr.    Phillips,  the  » 
more  fully  acquamled  ww 
leocn 


sibtant  ca&hter,  was 


the  particulars  than  himiself,  but  that  it  co™"^*^- 
by  Mr.   Swartwout  not  passing  to  the  credit*, 
the  Treasurer  the  whole  sums  received;  thaiw. 
bonds,  being  placed  in  bank,  were  there  coUw, 
and  passed  to  the  credit  o(  Mr.  Swartwout  Iw 
self;  and  that  the  weekly  transfers  lo  the  TW 
surer  by  Mr.  Swartwout  were  usually  madeoj 
Monday,  but  did  not  include  the  moneys  reaiw 
later  than  Saturday  morning  at  10  o'<^l«^j;  IJ 
wiiich  means  the  receipts  on  bonds  dun onbaw 
day  and  Sunday  were  erj»br«ced  in  the  suoxm 
week;  and   thus  that  amount,  which  often  « 
f  100,000  or  #200,UUU,  c^  uld   be  kept  and  ns»H 
him;  the  receipts  of  the  lasit  two  days  of  oj 
week  enabling  him  lo  make  up  the  previous  an 
ciency,  so  as   t'^    transfer   the  requisite  sob  t 
the  Treasurer.    The  next  in   i-  adopted  by  ■ 
Swartwout  was  the  use  of  (ne  fund  dcp»W 
meet  unliquidated  duties,  which  ^a^  alaiig^J 
amounting    frequcnUy  lo  $150,000  or  I'W 
and  was  entirely  under  his  control,  the  di^ 
being  made  to  Mr.  Swariwoui's  o'pd^^^IJ;*! 
subject  to  his  check.    To  these  he  added  the  ■ 
of    the   moneys   paid  to  him  on  account  o^  ■ 
share  of  the  United  States  in  penalties  ana  w 
feitnres  ;    and  he  also  overdrew  the  accoonta 
fees  and  emoluments  payable   to  him  for  w»" 
and  the  ofllcers  of  the  customs.    Tbsm  werc,^ 
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Ogden  staled,  in  his  opinion,  the  sources  from 
which  Mr.  Swartwoat  retained  tlie  moneys,  and 
the  mode  by  which  he  was  able  to  keep  his  trans- 
fer to  the  Treasurer  apparently  correct ;  but 
about  the  years  1836  and  1837,  the  deficiency 
had  amounted  so  high  that  it  became  necersary, 
is  order  to  prevent  its  detection,  to  use  the  bonds 
irhich  were  deposited  with  him  for  collection;  a 
large  amount  of  them  was  withdrawn  from  the  uviu- 
al  course,  and  the  amount  collected  by  Mr.  Swart- 
woat. From  this  arises  the  principal  deficiency  in 
Ihe  bond  account. 

In  regard  to  the  amount  of  defa'caii'sn,  Mr. 
Ogden  stated  that  in  one  of  his  conversations  wiMi 
Mr.  Swartwout  last  summer,  he  (Mr.  Ogden)  told 
him  that  it  could  noi  be  less  than  $900,000,  but 
Mr.  Swartwout  said  he  did  not  think  it  exceeded 
#600,000. 

In  reply  to  our  inquiry  as  to  what  had  become 
of  the  money,  Mr.  Ogden  said  that  he  was 
totally  at  a  loss  to  conceive  how  such  a  sum  couKI 
have  been  exhausted;  that  Mr.  Swartwout  had 
been  a  large  speculator  in  stocks  for  several  year.<, 
jind  that  he  had  known  his  operations  in  them 
to  amount  to  some  hundred  shares  a  day;  that  he 
had  been  a  loser  lor  a  large  sum  by  the  failure  of 
Ihe  Josephs,  to  whom  he  knew  of  his  actually 
loaning  $25,000  a  day  or  two  before  their  failure; 
that  he  had  made  immense  purchases  of  lands  in 
Texas;  and  that  he  also  had  heavy  interests  in  the 
Cumberland  ooal  lands.  It  did  not  appear,  how- 
ever, that  Mr.  Ogden  could  account  for  an  expen- 
diture so  large  as  the  ascertained  defalcation. 

In  reply  to  our  inquiry  as  to  Mr.  Swartwom*s 
property,  Mr.  Ogden  stated  his  inability  to  give  a 
particalar  account  of  it.  He  said  that  the  fundi 
in  bank,  known  to  him,  did  not  excee;!  $29,000; 
that  there  was  a  house  in  this  city;  land  at  Hobo- 
ken,  on  which  there  \Vas  an  incumbrance  of  aboiii 
$50,000,  but  which  he  thought  worth  $100,000 
more;  that  there  was,  besides,  some  land  in  Illi- 
nois, the  Cumberland  property,  and  the  property 
in  Texas. 

Mr.  Ogden  then  stated  that  he  had  a  full  pou  er 
of  attorney  from  Mr.  Swartwout,  under  which  he 
was  desirous  to  act,  as,  under  the  circumstance.^^  of 
the  case,  he  thought  his  duty  required,  and  Mr. 
Swartwout  himself  could  not  object  to.  He  stated 
that  probably  Mr.  Swartwout  would  return  in  tlie 
steamship  expected  next  week;  that  he  had  written 
urging  him  to  do  so,  especially  on  his  being  appris- 
ed that  the  sureties  had  received  notice  from  the 
Comptroller  that  the  accounts  had  not  bfen  render- 
ed; that,  although  he  had  no  direct  account  of  his 
intention  to  return,  he  thought  it  mos-t  probable  ke 
would  do  so.  He  assured  us  that,  in  the  mean 
time,  no  measures  should  be  taken  under  his  pow- 
er of  attorney  to  interfere  with  the  claims  of  the 
United  States;  and  he  finally  agreed  to  transfer  io 
them,  nnder  that  instrument,  the  property  of  Mr. 
Bwarcwout,  and  offered  to  meet  us  on  the  follow- 
ing day  for  that  purpose,  at  the  office  of  the  dis- 
trict attorney.     Very  respectfully,  yours, 

J.  N.  BARKER, 
H.  D.  GILPIN. 
Hon.  Levi  Woodbdrt,  Seo.  of  the  Treasury. 
New  York,  Nov.  10,  1838. 
Sir:  Since  the  joint  report  of  the  Comptroller 
and  myself,   on   the  8th  instant,  the  investigations 
into    the  defalcation   of  Mr.  Swartwout,  and  the 
steps  which  seemed  expedient  in  relation  to  it, have 
been  continue<l  without  intermission.    They  have 
proved  very  laborious,  and  in  no  degree  tended  to 
lessen  the  amount  of  the  deficiency,  or  change  the 
character  of  the  transaction. 

Ail  the  abstracts,  vouchers,  and  other  documents, 
relating  to  the  collector's  account  for  the  first  quar- 
ter of  1838,  (being  the  last  of  Mr.  Swartwout's 
term,)  which  had  never  been  furnished,  have  been 
Ri»w  transmitted  to  the  First  Auditor.  The&e  docu- 
ments, however,  want  the  signature  of  Mr.  Swart- 
iront,  though  prepared  by  the  officer  who  trans- 
acted that  branch  of  hfs  official  business.  The 
cause  of  their  being  thus  incomplete  appears  to 
bave  been  the  desire  of  Mr.  Swartwout  that 
they  should  not  be  furnished  to  the  account- 
ing officers  until  his  return  from  abroad.  By 
Biat  time,  according  to  the  statements  of  Mr.  Og- 
ko^  he  Uoped  to  be  able  to  make  anrangements  for 


the  settlement  of  the  whole  defalcation.  The 
want  of  iheni,  however,  delayed  the  present  collec- 
tor in  the  completion  of  his  own  accounts,  as 
it  was  necessary  t(9  include  therein  an  accurate 
statement  of  the  balances  in  cash  and  uncollected 
bonds,  handed  over  by  Mr.  Swartwout,  and  that 
the  same  should  agree  with  the  final  accounts  of 
the  latter,  as  rendered  lo  the  Treasury  Department. 
The  urgent  demand  for  this,  made  by  the  present 
collector  upon  the  officer  haviug  charge  of  these 
accounts,  and  the  difliculty  of  obtaining  it,  first 
led  to  the  suspicions  communicated  by  him  to  the 
Department,  which  were  rendered  more  certain  by 
the  subsequent  examinations  he  immediately  insti* 
tuied. 

Mr.  Underwood  completed,  on  Thursday  even- 
ing, the  examination  of  the  books  aud  documenus 
at  the  custom-house,  so  far  as  to  enable  him,  with 
the  addition  of  the  information  already  possessed 
at  the  Treasury,  to  stat«the  account  of  Mr.  Swart- 
wout so  as  to  exhibit  truly  the  amount  due  to  the 
United  States.  He  then  proceeded  to  Washington 
for  the  purpose  of  having  the  account  finally  ad- 
justed and  passed  by  the  accounting  officers,  as  the 
act  of  Congress  requires,  and  expected  to  return  it 
to  me,  at  this  place,  duly  certified,  by  the  12ih  in- 
stant. When  it  is  received,  w^«  shall  be  able  to 
abopt  the  summary  proceedings  by  distress  warrant, 
authorized  by  the  act  o/  May  15,  1820,  should  the 
interests  of  the  United  States  make  that  course  most 
advisable. 

It  appeared  proper,  however,  without  waiting 
for  this,  to  lake  whatever  measures  were  pos- 
sible for  the  immediate  secuni/  of  the  United 
States.  On  examining  the  letter  of  attorney  from 
Mr.  Swartwout  to  Mr.  Ogden,  I  found  that  it 
conferred  on  the  latter  the  fullest  agency.  He 
was  entirely  impressed  with  the  propriety  of  adopt- 
ing under  it  such  measures  f^r  the  security  of 
the  United  Stales  as  were  in  his  power.  He  has 
paid  over  to  me  the  sum  of  $30,000  in  cash,  being 
the  depoxite  in  bank  referred  lo  in  the  last  re- 
port. This  sum  I  have  placed  to  the  credit  of  the 
Treasurer  of  the  United  States,  on  special  deposite, 
in  the  Bank  of  America;  and  herewith  enclose  you 
duplicate  receipts  of  the  cashier  therefor.  Mr. 
Ogden  has  also  executed,  as  the  attorney  of  Mr. 
Swartwout,  three  mortgages  of  all  his  property  in 
the  States  of  New  York,  New  Jersey,  and  Mary- 
land. The  specific  portions  of  prpperty  belong- 
ing to  Mr.  Swartwout  in  those  States  were  not  all 
known  to  Mr.  Ogden,  but  they  are  described  as 
fully  as  his  information  prrmilted;  and  the  mort- 
gages embrace,  generally,  all  Mr.  Swartwout's  es- 
tate. Neither  Mr.  Price  nor  myself  have  been 
able  to  learn  that  there  is  any  other  property, 
real  or  personal,  unless  it  be  the  household  fur- 
niture. The  mortgages  have  been  placed  for  re- 
cord in  the  re7isfer\s  office  of  this  city,  and  of  Ber- 
gen county,  New  Jersey;  and  I  have  forwarded 
that  embracing  the  property  in  Maryland,  to  the 
district  attorney  there,  wii.i  a  request  to  have  it 
recorded  in  the  proper  office  without  delay. 
These  mortgages  include  the  house  and  lots  in 
this  city;  the  large  and  valuable  meadow  pro- 
perty at  Hoboken;  and  the  interest  in  the  coal 
lands  at  Cumberland.  As  to  their  value,  I  have 
no  means  of  forming  an  opinion,  but  it  is  rated  by 
Mr.  Orden  at  a  very  large  amount. 

The  inve.siigation  into  the  details  of  this  defalca- 
tion is  necessarily  very  difficult  and  tedious. 
Eight  or  nine  years  have  elapsed  since  it  com- 
menced. The  books  and  accounts  through  which 
it  is  to  be  traced  are  numerous,  as  it  was  carried 
on  through  ihe  various  periods  when  the  public 
moneys  were  collected  and  kept  in  the  branch 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  the  selected  deposite 
banks,  and  by  the  collector  himself.  The  dif- 
ferent classes  of  revenue  received,  which,  as  was 
stated  in  onr  last  report,  were  successively  re- 
sorted to  ai  different  periods,  multiply  the  researches 
into  the  general  accounts,  which  are  of  vast  com- 
plexity and  amount;  and  the  false  statements  and 
other  entries  in  regard  to  these  transactions,  made 
with  a  view  to  give  the  appearance  of  correctness 
to  the  official  returns,  and  prevent  discovery,  in- 
crease the  present  difficulty.  From  Mr.  Phillips, 
the  assistant  cashier  during  Mr.  Swartwoat 's  official 
term,  we  received  a  verbal  statement,  confirmiDg 


that  previously  made  'o  us  by  Mr.  Ogden;  and,  in 
a  written  communication,  he  has  given  a  general 
view  of  the  course  of  pioceeding,  to  which  he  has 
offered  lo  add  such  a  particular  account  of  the  de- 
tails of  the  transactions  as  he  can  gather  from  the 
books  and  accounts. .  When  Mr.  Underwood  re- 
turns here,  I  hope  that  his  knowledge  of  such  ac- 
counts and  his  great  industry  and  accuracy  may  en- 
able him  to  trace  out  the  whole  of  this  complicated 
proceeding,  step  by  step,  from  the  beginning  to  the 
close. 

I  will  forward  to  you,  as  soon  as  they  can  be  pre- 
pared, copies  of  the  written  statements  of  Mr.  Og- 
den and  Mr.  Phillip.^;  of  the  letter  of  attorney  of 
Mr.  Swartv.  dut  to  Mr.  Ogden;  and  of  the  three 
mortgages  ti'  Mr.  Swarlwoui's  property. 
Very  respectfully,  yours, 

H.  D.  GILPIN. 
Hon.  Levi  Woodbury, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

New  York,  Nov.  13,  1838. 

Sir;  Yesterday  I  received  a  duly  certified  iran- 
scrip-  of  the  account  of  Mr.  Swartwout,  as  finally 
stattd  by  the  accounting  officers,  showin::  a  balance 
due  from  him,  as  late  collecter  of  the  revenue  for 
the  port  of  New  York,  of  $1,344,119  65. 

In  pursuance  of  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  15th 
May,  1820, 1  forthwith  issued  a  warrant  of  distress 
against  the  said  Samuel  Swartwout,  and  Benjamin 
Birdcall,  Charles  L.  Livingston,  and  Mangle  M. 
Gtnackcnboss,  the  sureties  in  the  official  bond  of 
Mr.  Swartwout,  which  was  forwarded  from  the  of- 
fice of  the  First  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury.  The 
warrant  of  distress,  with  a  copy  of  the  account, 
was  delivered  to  the  marshal,  and  he  proceeded 
without  delay  to  make  a  levy  on  the  estate  of  Mr. 
Swartwout  and  his  sureties  in  this  district. 

In  order  to  perfect  the  lien  in  the  manner  the  act 
requires,  the  marshal  has  already  caused  the  levies 
he  has  made,  with  the  dates,  to  be  recorded  in  the 
office  of  the  clerk  of  the  district  court  for  this  dis- 
trict, and  will  continue  so  lo  do  as  additional  pro- 
perty may  be  ascertained. 

Although  the  parties  are  residcht  in  this  dislrict, 
yet  as  the  act  of  Congress  contemplates  the  issue 
of  different  warrants  where  the  estate  intended  to 
be  taken  and  sold  is  siluate  in  different  districts,  I 
have  issued  one  to  the  marshal  of  Maryland,  and 
another  to  the  marshal  of  New  Jersey,  and  I  have 
directed  the  most  rigid  scrutiny  to  ascertain  the 
property  that  can  be  levied  on.  The  only  account 
of  any  in  either  State  that  I  have  been  able  to  ob- 
tain is  that  embraced  in  the  two  mortgages  to  the 
United  Slates,  referred  to  in  my  last  report;  but 
it  is  supposed  there  may  be  other  properly  or 
interests  in  some  companies,  incorporated  or 
unincorporated.  At  all  events,  a  more  full  de- 
scription of  that  and  all  other  will  be  obtained 
and  embraced  in  the  return  and  record  of  the  levy, 
so  as  to  make  the  security  of  the  United  Slates 
more  complete  than  under  the  mortgage. 

Under  the  distress  warrant  here,  the  marshal  is 
causing  the  most  careful  search  to  be  made,  for  tha 
purpose  of  discovering  whether  there  are  any  mo- 
neys or  stocks  belonging  to  Mr.  Swartwout  of  which 
we  have  not  been  heretofore  informed.  So  far,- it 
does  not  appear  that  there  are;  and  the  general  im- 
pression seems  to  be,  that  he  is  not  possessed  of 
any  such  property.  It  is  among  the  most  remarka- 
ble circumstances  in  this  case,  that  so  little  should, 
apparently,  remain  out  of  such  a  vast  amount  of 
money. 

The  return  of  Mr.  Swartwout  by  the  steamship  is 
still  looked  for.  She  has  not  yet  arrived,  but  is  hourly 
expected.  ^ 

In  my  last  report  I  stated  to  you  the  circa m 
stances  which  rendered  it  a  work  of  extreme  diffi- 
culty and  delay  to  trace  the  details  of  this  long- 
continued  defalcation.  Since  the  return  of  Mr. 
Underwood  yesterday,  and  his  ability  (now  that  the 
statement  of  the  account  is  completed)  to  devote 
his  attention  exclusively  to  this  branch  of  the  case, 
considerable  progress  has  Ween  made.  The  general 
system  by  which  the  money  was  abstracted,  and  the 
deficiency  concealed,  has  been  already  stated  to 
you,  as  derived  from  the  information  of  Mr.  Ogden 
and  Mr.  Phillips,  confirmed  by  the  examinations  of 
the  Comptroller  and  myself,    I  now,  however^  lecl 
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satisfied  that  we  shall  be  able  lo  trace  out  the  whole 
procppdin^s,  so  as  to  show  exactly  the  times, 
amounts,  and  modes,  in  which  the  various  sums  of 
xroney  were  respectively  taken. 

Very  respectfully,  yours, 

H.  D.  GILPIN. 
Hon.  Levi  Woodbury, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

New  York,  Nov.  15,  1838. 
Sir:  We  have  completed,  with  the  aid  of  Mr. 
Underwood,  the  examinations  of  the  records  of  the 
custom-house  at  this  place.  From  them,  with  the 
information  derived  from  Mr.  Phillips,  the  assist- 
^ant  cashier,  we  have  ascertained,  as  we  believe 
correctly,  the  suois  withdrawn  by  Mr.  Swartwout 
from  the  public  moneys  under  his  charge,  during 
each  succesnve  quarter  of  his  oflftcial  term,  and  ne- 
ver replaced.  A  summary  statement,  exhibiting 
this  in  detail,  has  been  drawn  out  by  Mr.  Under- 
wood, and  is  among  the  documents  transmitted  to 
you  herewith. 

The  amount,  as  settled  at  the  Treasury  on  the 
10th  instant,  exhibits  a  balance  due  from  Mr. 
Swartwout,  exclusive  of  interest,  of  |1,344,119  65. 
It  is  suppesed  that  a  further  adjustment  of  his  ac- 
counts, and  the  production  of  the  formal  and  ne- 
cessary vouchers  for  sums  for  which  he  may  be 
entitled  to  credit,  will  authorize  a  further  allow- 
ance of  |148,413  96.  This  will  make  the  sum 
with  which  he  is  chargeable  $1,325,705  69,  exclu- 
sive of  interest.  This  is  the  amount  that  he  ap- 
pears to  have  withdrawn  and  never  replaced. 

According  to  the  statements  of  Mr.  Ogden  and 
Mr.  Phillips,  heretofore  mentioned  to  you,  and 
subsequently  confirmed  by  them  in  writing  as  well 
as  verbally,  the  use  of  the  public  money  com- 
menced as  early  as  the  close  of  1829,  or  the  begin- 
ning of  1830;  the  practice  being  to  transfer  at  the 
commencement  of  the  week,  to  the  Treasurer  of 
the  United  States,  no  more  than  the  amount  re- 
'  ceived  previous  to  Saturday  morning;  and  thus  to 
replace  successively  from  the  subsequent  receipts 
the  sums  withdrawn,  so  that  the  deficiency  might 
not  appear.  Though  the  sums  thus  replaced 
mfter  they  were  taken,  can  form  no  part  of  the  ba- 
lance now  charged  against  Mr.  Swartwout,  which 
consists  only  of  sums  never  returned,  yet  we  en- 
deavored to  obtain  from  Mr.  Phillips  the  items  of 
this  sort  from  the  commencement.  We  were  una- 
ble to  do  so.  The  original  checfe^book  of  Mr. 
Swartwout  from  June,  1830,  to  Diecember,  1831, 
through  which,  perhaps,  they  might  have  been 
traced,  was  not,  after  diligent  search,  to  be  found; 
and  although  Mr.  Phillips  commenced,  as  he 
stated,  in  the  year  1834,  when  the  deficit  began  to 
be  large,  to  make  a  memorandum  by  which  he  can 
now  designate  the  sums  withdrawn,  subsequent  to 
that  period,  by  Mr.  Swartwout,  from  the  cash  fund 
for  his  own  use,  yet  he  declared  his  inability  to  do 
so  any  earlier.  The  evidence,  therefore,  in  regard 
to  the  moneys  that  were  withdrawn  and  replaced, 
is  found  in  the  verbal  communications  made  to  us 
by  Mr.  Ogden  and  Mr.  Phillips,  which  were  given 
in  our  previous  reports  to  you,  and  in  their  letters 
and- written  statements,  of  which  copies  will  be 
found  among  the  documents  transmitted  to  you 
herewith. 

We  have  ascertained  that  the  sum  of  |1, 225,705 
69,  taken  by  Mr.  Swartwout  and  not  replaced,  in- 
creased gradually,  from  the  first  quarter  of  1830, 
to  the  end  of  the  first  quarter  of  1838,  when  his  of- 
ficial term  expired,  and  that  it  was  drawn  from  va- 
rious funds. 

The  deficit  of  Mr.  Swartwout,  at  the  end  of  each 
successive  year,  was  as  /ollowb: 

On  the  31si  December,  1830        -  $622  34 

On  the  3 1st  December,  1831        -  1 , 1 68  87 

On  the  3l8t  December,  1832        -        30,^01  33 

On  the  31st  December,  1833        -        35.298  54 

On  the  31st  December,  1834        -        50,370  04 

On  the  3Ist  December,  1835        -      137,061  69 

On  Uie  31st  December,  1836        -      33'),718  69 

On  the  31st  December,  1837        -   1,016,955  32 

On  the  28th  March,  1838  -   1,225,705  C9 

The  ^^tonnagt  <i«ily"  is  the  first  fund  in  which  the 

defHnt  exists.    It   amounts  in   the  aggrrs^ate    to 

$2,271  39.    Of  this,  there  occurred  in   tJie  year 

1830,  $eM  34;  in  the  year  1831,  |546  33;  in  the 


year  1833,  $823,  17;  in  the  year  1835,  $279  35. 
None^f  these  sums  are  feund  to  be  debited  in  the 
cash  account  of  Mr.  Swartwout.  In  the  year 
1836,  however,  there  is  a  debt  to  that  account  of 
$488  15,  for  correction  of  errors,  leaving  the  whole 
amount  of  tonnage  duty  received  and  unaccount- 
ed for  $1,783  24.  It  may  be  that  this  deficit  has 
arisen  from  errors  which  have  crept  into  the  ac- 
count during  the  five  years  through  which  it  ex- 
tends. The  amount  is  so  small  as  to  give  color  to 
this  supposition. 

The  "/or/H<ur<j,an<2  Tptwd^ti*^  belonging  to  the 
United  States  constitute  the  i^ecQUd  fund  in  which 
there  is  a  deficit.  It  amounts  in  the  aggregate  to 
$39,823  12. 

Of  this,  there  occur! ed — 
In  the  year  1832,  the  sum  of         -        $29,632  46 
In  the  year  1833,  the  sum  of         -  3,674  04 

In  the  year  1834,  the  sum  of         •  1,173  09 

In  the  year  1835,  the  sum  of*       -  5^43  53 

$39,823  12 


By  the  provisions  of  the  89th  section  of  the  act 
of  2d  March,  1799,  the  collector  is  to  receive  from 
the  court  all  isums  received  on  account  of  fines, 
penalties,  and  forfeitures,  for  a  breach  of  the  reve- 
nue laws,  and  he  is  to  account  for  them  quarterly 
to  the  Treasury.  The  sum  above  stated  belonged 
to  the  United  States,  as  their  portion  of  various 
penalties  nnd  forfeitures,  and  was  received  by  Mr. 
Swartwout  under  the  above  provision.  It  was  not, 
however,  debited  in  his  own  cash  account;  and 
though  admitted  in  his  accounts  rendered  to  the 
Treasury,  it  has  never  beeh  paid  over. 

Three  "Treoniry  worranif,*'  amounting  in  the 
aggregate  lo  $30,240  05,  were  received  by  Mr. 
Swartwout  during  the  years  1834  and  1835.  They 
were  for  the  following  sums,  respectively: 

1834,  August  23,  No.  9677        -  $7,637  21 

1835,  May  2,  No.  837    -  -         21,895  15 
1H35,  June  22,  No.  993             -  9  J07  69 


$39,240  05 


Mr.  Swartwout  received  these  warrants  under 
the  authority  of  the  2d  section  of  the  act  of  27th 
June,  1834,  to  make  up  an  alleged  deficiency  in 
the  fees  and  emoluments  of  his  office  to  meet  the 
compensation  due  to  his  clerks.  Their  receipt  ap- 
pears by  his  books,  but  the  proceeds  have  never 
been  debited  in  his  cash  account,  and  their  whole 
amount  still  remains  entirely  unaccounted  for. 

Ca'^h  was  withdrawn  for  the  alleged  purpose  of 
^hjin^  \\i^  txptnses  qf  tkt  offiuy  beyond  the  actual 
amount  of  these  expenses,  as  exhibited  by 
Mr.  Swart  wont's  own  accounts  and  vouchers.  The 
Aggregate  of  this  excess  is  $60,291  42.  The  ap- 
plication of  this  fund  commenced  in  the  third  quar- 
ter of  1835,  and  extended  down  to  the  last  quarter 
of  his  ofllcial  term.  It  is  thus  distributed  through 
the  several  years: 

In   1835,  the  excess  of  cash  with- 
drawn was       ...        $6,368  35 

In  1836,  it  was    -  .  -        30,788  29 

In  1837,  it  was    -  -  -       23,134  88 


$60,291  42 


A  single  item,  under  the  name  of  "coiA  tetm/ned 
fir  rejundxng  merdkonls."  it  appears  in  the  first 
quarter  of  1836.  It  amounts  to  $80,769  52.  The 
explanation  given  of  this  item  by  the  auditor  of 
the  custom-house  is,  that  there  were  various  im- 
porters who  were  entitled  to  the  extension  aflbrded 
by  the  act  of  Congress  to  those  who  had  suffered 
by  the  great  fire  in  the  winter  of  1835>6,  but 
who  ha  I  actually  paid  their  bonds.  This  sum  Mr. 
Swartwout  withdrew  from  the  cash  fund,  in  order, 
as  was  alleged,  to  refund  to  these  importers  the 
amount  of  their  bonds  so  paid,  and  to  give  them 
the  benefits  of  the  extension.  It  never  was,  how- 
ever, applied  to  that  purpose,  or  restored  to  the 
debit  of  cash.    It  still  remains  unaccounted  for. 

It  will  thus  be  seen  that  the  sums  withdrawn 
from  these  five  funds,  viz:  tonnage  duties,  for- 
feitures. Treasury  warrants,  office  expenses,  and 
cash  to  be  refunded  to  merchants,  amounted  alto- 
gether to  $221,907  36.    AU  these  were  funds  that 


ought,  immediately  on  their  receipt,  to  have  been 
placed  in  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States,  or  ap- 
propriated to  the  specific  purposes  for  which  ihw 
came  into  the  collector's  hands. 

The  next  fund  in  which  we  trace  the  deficit  is 
much  larger  in  amount  than  either  of  the  pre. 
ceding:  it  consists  of  cash  received  by  the  collector 
but  which,  accorfling  to  the  usage  of  ihe  custoin! 
house,  that  officer  has  been  in  the  habit  of  retaJD- 
ing  in  his  own  hands  under  the  designation  of 
"pro<e8(s"  and  '*  deposiles  for  unasceriaintd  dviia,^ 
instead  of  paying  it  into  the  Treasury.  The  for-  i 
mer  consists  of  sums  supposed  to  be  necessary  lo 
pay  any  amount  of  damages  that  may  be  recoverdl 
after  suit,  by  an  importer  from  the  collector,  on  ac- 
count of  his  having  charged  a  rate  of  duty  iughei 
than  that  which  is  authorized  by  law,  and  where, 
at  the  time  of  paying  the  duty,  the  importer  has 
filed  with  the  collector  a  ^*  protest"  against  the 
duty  charged.  The  latter  consists  of  sums  deposi- 
ted by  the  importer  at  the  time  of  making  his  en- 
try, in  cases  where  the  necessary  calculations  and 
examinations  to  ascertain  the  exact  amoant of  daij 
require  considerable  time;  and  tbe  deposite  remains 
in  the  hands  of  the  collector  until  it  is  so  ascer- 
tained, when  the  proper  amount  of  doty  is  paid  by 
him  into  the  Treasury,  and  the  balance  returned  \o 
the  importer.  It  is  evident  that  these  funcls  must, 
from  their  nature,  constantly  leave  in  ihe  hands  of 
the  collector  a  very  large  sum,  the  amoont  received 
or  retained  by  him  always  supplying  whatever  may 
be  withdrawn  to  meet  tbe  necessary  payments  either 
of  protests  or  ascertained  duties. 

When  Mr.  Swartwout^s  term  expired,  on  tbe 
28th  March,  1838,  it  appears,  by  bis  own  ta- 
count,  that  he  was  chargeable  with  $201,096  40 
of  cash  retained  to  meet  **  protests,"  and  wiih 
$164,010  60  of  cash  "  deposited  with  him  lo 
meet  "unascertained  duties."  The  only  portion  of 
this  which  he  paid  over  to  his  successor  wu 
$8,229  94  to  meet  "protests;"  leaving  the  amoanl 
of  that  fund  retained  by  him,  $192,866  46.  Ii 
ihe  deposiles  to  meet  "unascertained  daties,^^  Mr. 
Underwood  notes  a  small  error  of  $166  44,  mak- 
ing it,  in  fact,  $164,177  04,  and  thus  exbibiiing)be 
whole  amount  of  cash  retained  out  of  the^e  two 
funds  pf  "protests"  and  "deposiles"  $357,043  50.  i 
None  of  this  is  now  to  be  found  in  any  bank  depo-  | 
site  to  the  credit  of  the  late  collector,  nor  has  an;  | 

Srovisiun  been  made  for  it.  The  whole  appears  w 
ave  been  appropriated  by  him,  from  time  to  time, 
to  his  private  use.  We  endeavored  lo  ascertain 
exactly  the  amounts  of  cash  which  bad  been  «l^ 
cessively  withdrawn,  so  as  to  make  up  the  wbole 
of  these  funds.  Mr.  Phillips,  the  assistant  casber, 
who  kept  the  check-books,  from  which  only  this 
can  be  U^ced,  has  given  us  a  statement  of  sochof 
the  sums  thus  drawn  out  by  Mr.  Swartwoni  for 
his  private  use  as  he  was  able  to  obtain  from  ibe 
old  check-books  in  the  office  and  his  own  meno" 
randums.  It  embraces  only  the  interval  betweea 
November,  1834,  and  June,  1837,  and  amoaatsin 
the  aggregate  to  $193,602  20.  Of  this  sum,  tbe 
cash  noted  by  Mr.  Phillips  as  being  vrithdravs, 


In  the  year  1834      - 

-       $6,261 90 

1835      - 

-       43,700  00 

"         1836      - 

-        97,841  DO 

«         1837      . 

-        45,800  00 

Jl93jj«»30 

In  the  earlier  period  of  these  transactions,  (ibl| 
is,  from  1829  until  the  close  of  1834,)  Mr.  Phil'- 
was  not  in  ihe  habit  of  noung  the  checks  i 
used  by  Mr.  Swari\9out,  and  he  states  that,  frt 
this  circumst^ce,  and/rom  the  loss  of  the  dief 
book  of  1830  and  1831,  (to  which  we  have  i 
verted,)  he  is  unable  to  tr  <f  out  theparticr' 
items  which  consii!u*e  the  re.tdue  of  the  cash  i 
withdrawn.  The  statement  of  Mr.  Phillips,  j 
"the  amount  of  each  check  so  drawn,  will  be  fpi 
among  the  documenl^i  transmitted  to  yoa  ' 
with. 

It  may  be  proper  here  to  add  a  remark  iar 
to  the  fund  alleged  to  be  retained,  to  meet  "p 
tests."  No  such  fond,  as  we  have  observed,  flj 
ists  in  fact:  it  has  been  entirely  used  and  w 
aorbed.    Qut,  in  addition  to  ihis,  we  mi«  vifom 
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edbf  the  present  collector  thatsoch  is  the  sitoation 
in  which  the  papefs  aad  docaments  connected  with 
ibis  business  have  been  left,  that  it  is  qaite  impoe- 
lible  for  him  to  present  any  thing  like  an  estimate 
ofihf  SOB  that  may  be  reqalred  to  meet  the  pro- 
\a»t  should  any  damages  be  ultimately  recovered. 
Oa  u  application  from  the  Treasury  Departpient 
10  the  district  attorney,  made  some  time  bince,  he 
giTe  (he  same  reply,  accompanied  with  the  fact  that 
the  whoie  amount  of  packages  of  goods  on  which 
the  dmies  had  been  protested,  and  which  then 
formed  the  subject  of  suit,  was  but  six  hundred  and 
sixty. 

It  is  also  proper  to  refer  to  the  payment  made  by 
Mr.  Oj^den,  of  |30,000,  to  the  Solicitor  of  the  Trea- 
sory,  as  being  a  deduction  to  be  made  from  the 
aiBount  due  from  Mr.  Swartwout.  It  was  not, 
hoverer,  a  sum  standing  in  the  name  of  the  latter 
u  collector,  or  forming  any  portion  of  either  of 
these  fands:  it  was  money  in  the  possession  of  Mr. 
Ogden,  but  admitted  by  him  to  have  been  received 
from  Mr.  Swartwout,  and  which  he  voluntarily 
paid  ofer  to  the  United  States. 

The  remaining  fund,  the  deficiency  which  makes 
Dp  the  whole  debt  of  Mr.  Swartwout,  is  the  **bond 
tuo%ia.'"  By  Mr.  Swartwout's  returns  to  the 
TreasTiry  Department,  it  appears  that  when  his 
ttrm  of  office  expired  he  was  chargeable  with 
|8^f666  59  of  bonds  for  duties  not  paid  into  the 
Treasarj.  Of  these,  he  transferred  to  his  succes- 
sor/ the  present  collector,  |€,045,386  13,  consti- 
tqting  the  portion  of  these  bonds  not  yet  due,  or 
oDpaid.  He  aUo  accounted  for  a  further  portion, 
amoanting  to  (2,30Q,525  63,  as  having  been  sent 
to  the  district  attorney  for  suit.  This  leaves  the 
sam  of  f  64  6,754  83,  being  the  aggregate  of  the  de- 
ficit in  Mr.  Swartwout's  bond  account.  On  exami- 
nation, we  ascertained  that  of  this  aggregate  the 
anoanLs  that  became  due  were  as  follows: 
la  ihe  year  1837,  the  sum  of  -  -  (611,5^9  93 
And  in  the  first  quarter  of  1838      -  2,504  28 


Making  together    - 

Of  the  remaining  sum  of 


613,804  21 
32,950  62 


which  i.s  necessary  to  make  up  the  -  $646,754  83 
we  w^re  unable  to  ascertain  the  particulars.  It 
may  con^^ist  of  bonds  not  accounted  for  at  earlier 
periods;  and  though  it  may  ultimately  be  traced 
oat,  this  cannot  be  done  without  a  thorough  ex- 
amination of  the  bond  account,  from  the  com- 
mencement of  Mr.  Swartwout^s  term. 

If  will  be  seen   that  this  deficit  in  the  bond  ac- 
count first  occurs  in  the  year  1837.    Shortly  after 
i\s  commencement,   Mr.    Phillips,   the    assistant 
cashier,  kept  a  list  for  hLs  own  satisfaction  (as 
he  stated)  of  a  large  number  of  these  bonds,  which 
hod  been  paid,  and  the  money  received  by  Mr. 
Swartwout.     It  amounts  altogether  to $597,331  63. 
When  the    bond  account  came  to  be  finally  ad- 
justed, in  the    summer  of   1838,   by  Mr.  Flem- 
ing, the  auditor  of  the  custom-house  during  the 
latter  part  r>f  Mr.  Swartwoufa  term,  he  received 
from  Mr.  Phillips  the  original  list  thus  made  out 
aad  kept,  and  found  it  to  agree,  as  far  as  it  Went, 
with  the  deficiency  in  the  bonds  which  he  had  as- 
certained himself,  aad  to  which  he  had  called  Mr. 
Swartwoot"^  attention.    It  fell  short,  however,  of 
the  whole  amount  of  the  deficiency  in  the  bond  ac- 
count of  the  year  1837,  and  the  first  quarter  of 
1838,  by   $16,472  58;  but  the  particulars  of  this 
laner  s^um  Mr.  Fleming  obtained,  so  as  to  make 
the  whole  amount  of  the  bond  account  chaiigeable 
to  Mr.  Swartwout  during  that  period,  (613,804  21, 
as  before  stated.    An  explanatory  communication 
of  Mr.  Fleming,  relative  to  the  bond  account,  to- 
gether with  the  list  made  by  Mr.  Phillips,  will  be 
found  among  the  documents  transmitted  to  you. 

It  will  thus  be  seen  that  the  deficit  of  Mr.  Swart- 
wout exists  in  the  following  different  funds: 
Fonnage  duties       ...        $1,783  24 
Forfeitares  ...        39,833  12 

rreasory  warrants  -  -  -        39,240  05 

Office  expenses       -  -  -        60,291  42 

Cash  lo  be  refunded  to  merchants  -        80,769  53 
Cash  to  meet  "protests''      -  -      192,866  46 

Cash   deposited  to  meet    unaacer- 
tainetl  duties       -  •  *      jl^;t77  04 


Bondaoooant 


-      646,754  83 
$1,225,705  69 


The  length  and  laborious  nature  of  this  investi- 
gation, added  to  the  steps  which  have  been  neces- 
sary to  secure  for  the  United  States,  as  far  as  could 
be  done,  the  property  of  Mr.  Swartwout  and  his 
sureties,  has  lelt  us  but  little  opportunity  to  offer 
for  your  consideratioa  any  suggestions  as  to  the 
best  mode  of  preventing  for  the  future  similar  de- 
falcations. Such  suggestions,  too,  must  mainly 
depend  upon  the  general  plan  that  it  may  be  deem- 
ed expedient  to  adopt,  and  will  essentially  vary, 
as  that  may  be  the  formation  of  a  new  system  lor 
the  collection  and  safekeeping  of  the  revenue  de- 
rived from  customs,  or  the  mere  substitution  of 
certain  changes  ii^  that  which  at  present  exists. 

It  will,  however,  be  perceived  at  once,  from  the 
facts  communicated,  that  the  success  which  has  at- 
tended the  present  defalcation,  and  its  long  con- 
cealment, may  be  attributed  in  a  considerable 
degree  to  defects  incident  to  the  present,  system. 
These  defects  are,  mainly,  that  the  same  officer,  (the 
caUector)  ascertains  the  sums  due  to  the  Govern- 
ment for  duties,  reports  them  himself  to  the  Trea- 
sury, collects  the  money  for  them,  reports  the  sums 
collected,  and  makes  and  reports  all  the  expendi- 
tures charged  upon  them  before  they  go  into  the 
Treasury;  that  laige  sums  of  public  money  are  re- 
tained for  long  periods  by  the  collector,  as  funds 
under  his  exclusive  control;  and  that  there  are  no 
inspections,  regular  or  occasional,  into  the  books 
and  proceedings  of  the  several  custom-houses,  now 
directed  by  law. 

These  defects  readily  suggest  the  foUowiqg  re- 
medies: 

1.  That  the  system  for  the  collection  of  revenue 
from  customs  should  resemble  that  adopted  in 
regard  to  the  revenue  f^om  lands;  that  the  officer 
who  ascertains  the  amount  due  to  the  Gtovem* 
meat,  admits  vessels  to  entry,  and  performs  the 
various  functions  connected  with  those  parts  of  a 
collector's  duty,  should  be  distinct  from,  and  inde- 
pendent of,  the  officer  who  receives  and  is  account- 
able for  the  moneys  accruing  on  those  duties.  Each 
making  his  separate  reports,  and  held  to  a  separate 
responsibility,  would  prove  a  complete  check  upon 
the  other,  and  lead  to  an  immediate  detection  of 
error,  neglect,  or  defalcation. 

2.  That  all  sums  of  money  should  be  paid  into 
the  Treasury;  that  no  officer  should  be  permitted  to 
retain  funds,  under  any  pretext,  or  make  payments, 
except  on  estimates  previously  made  to  the  Trea- 
sury, or  on  accounts  properly  submitted  and  exa- 
mined. There  would  be  no  difficulty  in  so>arrang- 
ing  this  plan  as  to  give  quite  as  much  facility  as 
exisis  at  present  in  the  payment  of  debentures,  and 
all  other  chaiges  now  deducted  from  the  accrumg 
revenue,  while  it  would  obviate  the  disadvantages 
that  are  inseparable  from  the  present  mode. 

3.  That  actual  inspections  by  competent  officers 
from  the  Treasury  Department  should  be  made 
from  time  to  time,  at  every  principal  custom-house. 
Had  such  inspections  been  made  at  New  York, 
this  defalcation  could  have  been  easily  detected 
before  it  had  long  existed,  or  reached  any  very  con- 
siderable amount, 

4.  That  the  use  of  the  public  money  by  any  offi- 
cer entrusted  with  its  collection,  safe-heepins,  or 
disbursement,  should  be  made  a  ciiminal  offence, 
severely  pnnishable. 

We  are,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

H.  D.  GILPIN, 
J.  N.  DARKER. 
Hon.  Levi  WooDBoav, 

8eerelaryofth€  Treasury. 


REMARKS  OF  MR    STRANGE, 
Of  North   GAROLtNA, 
hi  SenaU^  December  21,  1838— In  reply  to  Mr.  Da- 
vis's charge  of  extravagance  against  the  friends 
of  the  Administration. 

Mr.  STRANGE  said:  I  was  very  unfortunate, 
Mr.  President,  in  not  being  in  my  seat  when  the 
Senator  from  Massachusetts  commenced  h  s  re- 
marks in  reply  to  a  few  words  which  fell  from  me 


the  other  day;  but  having  heard  a  part  only  of  those 
remarks,  1  must  endeavor  to  make  the  best  repli- 
cation to  them  that,  under  the  circumstances,  may 
be  in  my  power.  It  cannot  be  expected,  that  I 
should  do  justice  cither  to  the  subject  or  myself,  in 
thus  promptly  answering  what,  it  is  evident,  has 
been  i)repared  with  hours  of  labor  and  premedita- 
tion; and  the  only  support  and  source  of  confidence 
I  possess  is,  that  I  have  truth  aad  justice  on  my 
side. 

It  is  a  great  advantage  in  argument  for  a  man 
to  be  allowed  to  state  the  pioposition  involved  in 
the  controversy  according  lo  his  own  fancy;  and 
very  few  can  resist  the  temptation  of  bo  stating  it 
as,  in  iheir  estimation,  to  facilitate  very  much  the 
task  of  sustaining  their  own  side  of  the  argument. 
The  Senator  from  Massachusetts  has,  on  this  occa- 
sion, availed  himself  fully  of  this  advantage,  and  laid 
down  a  very  different  proposition  from  the  one  I 
endeavored  to  maintain  on  the  occasion  to  which 
the  Senator  has  done  me  the  honor  to  refer.  I 
took  the  liberty,  in  an  early  stage  of  his  address  to 
the  Senate,  to  call  his  attention  to  the  iuaccuracy 
into  which  he  was  falling,  but,  unfortunately,  wi!h- 
out  avail;  and  it  now  becomes  necessary  for  me, 
in  the  first  place,  to  correct  his  statement  of  the 
qusetion.  He  has  assumed  that  the  proposition  he 
was  called  upon  to  maintain  was,  that  the  Opposi- 
tion was  not  exclusively  responsible  for  the  ex- 
penditures of  the  ^Government;  attributing  to  me 
the  assertion  that  they  were;  and  assuming, 
further,  that  I  made  that  assertion  in  the  cha- 
racter of  an  assailant;  whereas  the  truth  is,  the 
attitude  in  which  I  stood  was  that  of  a  defend- 
ant,  denying  the  truth  of  the  imputation  coming 
from  the  other  side,  that  the  present  Administration 
was  chargeable  with  all  tbe  extravagance  of  public 
expenditure.  My  allegation  was  that  there  had 
leen,  and  still  was,  a  lavish  expenditure  of  the  pub- 
lic money,  but  that  the  Administration  and  tbe 
friends  of  the  Administration  in  this  House  could 
not  justly  be  charged  with  the  guilt  of  these  expen- 
ditures; for  that  appropriations  were  generally  car- 
ried by  some  few  frienils  of.  the  Administration 
(who,  as  a  body,  w^re  in  favor  of  low  taxation  and 
moderate  expenditure)  joining  themselves  to  the 
mass  of  the  Opposition  (who  were,  on  the  contrary, 
as  a  body,  in  favor  of  high  taxation  and  lavish  ex- 
penditure.) I  protested  against  the  Opposition 
charging  the  Administration  with  extravagance, 
while  almost  every  expenditure  was  voted  for  by 
the  mass  of  their  own  body,  opposed  by  the  friends 
of  the  A  Iministrationas  a  class,  and  carried  by  a  few 
of  them  in  almost  every  instance,who,  under  some  pe- 
culiatity  of  opinion  in  relation  to  the  particular  sub- 
ject, the  wishes  or  supposed  interests  of  their  con- 
stituents, or  some  other  consideration,  supported 
the  appropriation  with  the  mass  of  the  Opposition, 
and  thus  effected  its  passage.  I  read  some  pas- 
sages from  the  journal  of  the  Senate  of  the  laat  ses- 
sion, in  proof  of  my  position,  and  l(*fi  it  to  the 
country  to  decide  whether  my  conclusion  was  just 
or  erroneous.  I  did  nothing  more.  But  one  who 
has  heard  the  long  series  of  remarks  made  by  the 
Senator  in  reply,  and  his  frequent  allusions  to  what 
I  said,  might  justly  suppose  that  I  had  delivered  to 
the  Senate  a  long  harangue;  whereas  I  can  safely 
appeal  to  those  who  heard  me,  whether  1  detained 
the  Senate  beyond  a  few  moments. 

I  am  not  ignorant  that  there  is  s:>me  little  diffi- 
culty in  assigning  to  gentlemen  in  this  body  their 
proper  places  in  the  political  ranks.  Some,  it  is 
true,  are  obviously  and  confessedly  the  friends  of 
the  Administration,  and  others  as  palpably  its 
opponents;  but  there  are  otliers  whose  position  is 
not  so  well  defined.  The  other  day  I  felt  so  sironer- 
ly  the  delicacy  of  saying  of  some  gentlemen  whether 
they  were  the  friends  of  the  AdipinLstraliun  or  its 
opponents,  that  I  forbore  the  undertaking.  If  I 
said  they  were  opponent^^  of  the  Administration,  I 
was  fearful  of  giving  offence  by  what  would  pro- 
bably be  considered  as  denunciation;  and  if  I 
should  say  they  were  friends  of  the  Administration, 
I  was  equally  fearful  of  firing  their  independent 
souls  with  indignation  at  the  supposed  injustice  of 
ranking  them  among  **  the  vassals  of  the  Presi- 
dent." There  are  gentlemen  in  this  body  claiming, 
I  believe,  to  constitute  **an  armed  neutrality.'* 
Of  what  pamber  it  consists,  is  a  question  of  verv 
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delicate  decisioo,  and  when  that  decision  is  made, 
it  is  still  more  difficult  to  define  their  position.  Jadg- 
log  by  their  cooduct,  however,  ihey  ought  not  to 
complain  if  they  are  ranked  with  the  Opposition, 
for  although  a  party  may  assume  a  neutral  flag,  if 
it  is  found  continually  pouring  a  hot  fire  into  the 
ra^ks  of  one  belligerent,  and  never  levelling  a  hos- 
tile gun  in  the  direction  of  the  other,  it  would  not 
be  thought  unrea^^onable  in  those  thus  constantly 
assailed  lo  look  upon  it  as  having  taken  side  with 
the  enemy.  In  the  present  matter,  however,  I  be- 
lieve it  will  make  bat  little  difierence  in  the  calcu- 
lation on  which  side  the  '*armed  neutrality*'  may 
chance  to  be  counted. 

My  object,  Mr.  President,  in  calling  the  at- 
tention of  the  Senate  to  the  votes  on  appropria- 
tions, is  to  bring  the  gentlemen  in  the  opposi- 
tion from  vague  and  general  denunciation  to  spe- 
cific and  intelligible  charges.  I  wi»h  them  to 
toe  the  mark.  I  am  not  ignorant  of  the  prejudice 
produced  through  the  country  by  this  charge  of 
extravagance  upon  the  Administration.  It  is  done 
'to  a  great  extent  ia  my  own  Slate.  I  wish  it  tho- 
roughly sifted.  If  it  is  just,  let  its  justice  be  esta- 
blished, and  all  rightful  consequences  lollow  its 
establishment;  bat  if  it  is  unjust,  (as  I  verily  be- 
lieve,) let  not  innocence  be  bornej  down  with  the 
burden  of  guilt. 

It  amazes  me  that  the  Democratic  party  has 
been  able  to  sustain  itself  with  all  the  disad- 
vantages under  which  it  labors.  That  it  has  so 
far  done  it,  is  a  cogent  argument  in  favor  of  the 
honesty  and  intelligence  of  the  people.  We  are 
constantly  slain  with  our  own  weapons,  and  our 
own  principles  are  used  by  our  adversaries  for  our 
overthrow.  Nearly  all  the  newspapers  throughout 
the  country  are  in  the  hands  of  ihc  opposition, 
through  which  falsehoods  are  circulated  and  seen 
by  many  whom  their  contradictions  or  exposure 
never  reach.  The  leading  principles  of  Democra- 
cy are  dear  to  the  mass  of  our  people  who  under- 
stand them,  and  they  can  not  be  drawn  away 
from  their  support  by  fair  means.  The  art  which 
has  been  most  successful,  is  the  production  of  a 
confusion  of  tongues — an  obscuration  of  the  marks 
by  which  the  advocates  of  those  principles  may  be 
known  from  those  who  oppose  them;  fastening  the 
imputation  of  wanting  those  principles,  upon  Uiose 
who  are  most  zealously  struggling  for  their  mam- 
tenance.  Thus  the  people  are  assured  that  an 
Administration  which  has  gone  farthest  in  the  res- 
cue of  Democratic  principles,  frnm  being  over- 
thrown and  trampled  under  fuo(,  is  wanting  in 
economy  and  extravagant  in  its  expenditures.  All 
know  that  economy  is  a  cardinal  feature  in  the  De- 
mocratic faith,  and  the  Administration  which  warns 
it,  is  wanting  in  it5  («wn  principles  if  it  professes  to 
be  Democratic.  V/hcn,  then,  ihe  charge  of  extra- 
vagance is  made  and  believed,  ii  r-hJkes  the  confi- 
dence of  him  who  hears  and  believes  it  in  the  De- 
mocracy of  that  Admmistration,  The  consequence 
is,  an  ardent,  uncalculaiing  man,  who  hears  and 
believes  the  charge,  is  apt,  in  all  the  disgust  and  in- 
dignation of  one  who  conceives  himself  deceived 
or  betrayed,  to  denounce  the  Administration,  and 
wiJthdraw  from  it  his  support,  without  stopping  to 
inquire  into  the  motives  of  those  who  profess  to 
point  out  the  supposed  abuses,  and  whether  a 
change  of  Administration  is  likely  to  produce  a  re- 
form. It  is  by  a  process  such  as  this  that  Opposi- 
tion  recruits  are  constantly  supplied. 

Upon  the  ?ame  principle  a  recent  artifice  is  being 
played  off.  It  has  been  for  some  time  settled  in  the 
minds  of  the  Democracy  of  the  countr}'  that  the  Penn- 
syl  vania  Bank  of  the  United  States  had  been  actively 
engaged  in  the  warfare  upon  free  principles.  The 
Administration  has  been  for  yef-rs  engaged  in  so 
denouncing  it.  During  all  that  time,  the  Opposi- 
ti  n  has  been  at  work  to  countervail  these  denun- 
ciations, by  representing  them  as  altogeihar  false 
and  groundle.ss.  Bat,  in  spite  of  their  efforts,  a 
large  majority  of  the  prople  of  the  United  States 
jiave  received  the?e  denunciations  as  speaking  forth 
the  words  of  truth  and  soberness,  and  a  current  is 
now  Sitting  against  ili?  Bank  which  can  no  longer  be 
stemmed.  That  institution  having  failed,  through 
its  hostility,  t^  overthrow  the  Administration,  an  at- 
tempt is  uo«r  made  to  render  its  supposH  alttaehvuint 
more  effectual .     A  rumor  has  been  running  through 


the  country  for  some  months  past  thatan  alliance  had 
been  formed  between  the  Gk>vemmentand  the  Bank. 
In  this  state  of  things,  Mr.  Biddle,  the  president 
of  that  institution.comes  out  with  a  letter,  and  much 
astonishment  is  felt  and  expressed  at  the  dissimilari- 
ty of  its  tone  from  that  of  those  which  have  pre- 
ceded it  from  the  same  source,  and  many  wonder 
for  wjiat  purpose  it  was  written.  To  this  latter 
question  there  seems  to  me  to  be  but  one  response 
— it  is  a  part  of  the  system — it  was  to  give  color 
and  confirmation  to  the  rumor  of  the  alliance. 
The  president  of  the  Bank  could  not  come  out  and 
say  that  such  an  alliance  had  been  formed,  but  be 
could  write  such  a  letter  as  would  leave  those 
who  chose  to  draw  inferences,  to  do  so  tfith- 
out  blushing.  0-stensibly  his  letter  is  merely  for 
the  purpose  of  annonacing  his  abdication  of  the 
autocracy  of  (his  Republic,  but  the  important  mat- 
ter is  the  inference  to  be  drawn  from  that  abdica- 
tion, and  to  give  support  to  that  inference  was  the 
letter  written.  As  an  abdication  it  must  forcibly 
remind  one,  who  has  read  Goldsmith**  play  of  the 
Goodnalured  Man,  of  Lord  Lofty*s  renunciation  of 
,the  control  of  affairs  of  State.  Having  pretended 
that  he  had  vast  influence  at  court,  and  could  dis- 
pose of  place  and  preferment  at  his  pleasure,  he 
was  at  last  detected,  and  all  his  pretensions  found 
to  be  utterly  groundless — when  he  philosophically 
exclaims:  *'I  am  resolved  upon  a  reformation.  So 
now  if  any  one  has  a  mind  for  preferment,  he  may 
take  ray  place.    I'm  determined  to  resign." 

The  Bank  of  the  United  States  has  hitherto 
claimed  to  have  the  currency  of  the  country  under 
its  control,  and  that  nothing  but  its  power  and  skill 
could  countervail  thfe  mischievous  measures  of  the 
Goverumeut;  but  finding  that  this  delusion  wafi  fa^t 
passing  away,  and  that  events  were  lastening  on 
the  disclosure,  that  the  movements  of  the  Govern- 
ment had  been  in  fact  stripping  it  of  its  ill-gotten 
power,  to  the  great  promotion  of  the  general  wel- 
fare, that  Ldnk  makes  a  merit  of  nece^^iity,  and 
professes  the  resignation  of  a  power  it  never  in 
truth  po-ssessed.  Listen  to  the  tone  in  which  its 
president  speaks. 

**0f  the  future,  it  ii  difficult  to  speak;  but  in  that 
future  the  Bank  of  the  United  State*.-  will  no  longer 
occupy  its  past  po<«ition.  The  Bank  of  the  United 
States  had  ceased  to  be  a  national  institution  in 
1836,  and  was  preparing  to  occupy  its  new  place 
as  a  State  bank,  when  the  troubles  of  1837  forcer! 
it  in  some  degree  back  into  its  old  position;  and  it 
then  devoted  all  its  power  to  afssist  in  carrying  the 
country  unhurt  through  its  recent  troubles.  Hav- 
ing done  this,  its  extraordinary  duties  ceased.  For 
the  future,  it  abdicates  this  involuntary  power.  It 
has  no  longer  any  responsibility  to  the  Union;  it 
has  no  longer  any  controversies  with  the  Govern- 
men  of  the  Union.  It  now  desires  only  repose, 
and  it  will  take  its  rank  hrreafler,  as  a  simple 
btate  institution,  devoted  exclusively  to  its  o\^ 
special  concerns. 

"I  rejoice,  too,  that  this  new  position  of  the  Bank 
absolves  me  from  many  cares  and  duties.  In  the 
general  confusion  of  public  affair?,  during  the  last 
two  years,  it  has  been  my  lot  to  be  more  prominent 
than  my  own  inclination  prompted,  and  often  to 
assume  a  station  which  would  have   belter  fitted 

0  hers.  But  public  calamities  justify  the  apparent 
forwardness  they  require,  as  great  dangers  are  bert 
met  by  defying  them.    My  task  is  now  ended,  and 

1  gladly  withdraw  from  these  responsibilities,  car- 
rying with  me  the  only  satisfaction  I  ever  sought 
in  them — the  consciousness  of  having  done  my  duty 
to  the  country  as  a  good  citizen. » 

But  in  its  expiring  throes,  as  the  antagonist  of 
the  Governmeni,  the  Bank  yet  seeks  to  wound,  and 
by  giving  color  to  a  report  that  a  reconciliation 
had  taken  place  between  them,  cause  many  to 
withdraw  from  the  support  of  an  Adminisiratioii, 
which  had  given  the  hand  of  fellowship,  as  might 
be  supposed,  to  one  of  the  deadliest  enemies  of 
Democracy.  See  in  what  terms  of  inunendo  its 
president  expresses  himself. 

"During  these  movements  it  became  impor- 
tant to  understand  distinctly  the  courie  af  the  Go- 
vernment. In  my  letter  to  jou  of  the  5ih  of  April 
last,  I  stated  my  'conviction  that  there  could  he 
no  wife  or  permanent  resumption  of  specie  pay- 
ments by  the  banks  until  the  policy  of  the  Go- 


vernment towards  them  was  changed.'  This 
change  was  soon  and  happily  made.  On  the  30ih 
of  May  the  specie  circular,  requiring  payments  in 
coin  in  the  land  offices,  was  repealed  by  Congreai. 
On  the  25th  of  June  the  bill  called  the  Sub-Treast^ 
ry,  requiring  coin  in  all  payments  to  the  Govern- 
ment,  was  negatived.  In  the  month  of  July  the 
Government  agreed  to  receive  an  anticipated  pay- 
ment of  the  bonds  of  the  Bank  to  the  amount  of 
between  four  or  five  millions  of  dollars,  in  a  credit 
to  the  Treasurer  on  the  books  of  the  Bank,  and  ar- 
rangements were  made  for  the  more  distant  public 
disbursements  in  the  notes  of  the  Bank.  These 
arrangements,  as  honorable  to  the  Executive  offi. 
cers  as  they  were  beneficial  to  the  public  service, 
brought  the  Governmeni  into  efficient  co-operation 
for  the  re-establishment  of  the  currency,  and  open- 
ed ih'?  way  to  a  resumption  of  !>pecie  payments. 
That  resumption  accordingly  took  place  through- 
out lite  Middle  Stales  on  the  13th  of  August,  and 
in  many  of  the  Southern  and  Western  States  soon 
after.'' 

But  to  return  to  the  subject  of  extravagance, 
which  has  been,  as  I  have  said,  similarly  UMd,and 
for  similar  purposes.  The  Senator  from  Massa- 
chubctLs  charges  me  witU  reading  the  Senate  a 
homily  on  economy,  and  speaks  of  my  censuring 
the  Senate  for  its  votes.  Now  this  all  rests  entire- 
ly in  the  imagination  of  the  Senator.  I  read  no 
homilies  to  the  Senate,  neither  did  I  undertake  to 
ccn-u'c  any  Senraor  for  his  vote;  I  only  complain- 
ed, a>  1  siill  (Jo,  against  gentlemen  voting  for  mea- 
sures themselves,  and  then  censuring  others  for  the 
exirava;;;ance  of  ihem.  It  was  to  show  the  injus- 
tice of  this  complaint,  coming  frem  gentle- 
men in  ?hc  Opposition,  and  that  expenditures  were 
made  principally  by  their  votes,  that  I  read 
the  recori4,  which  he  hns  taken  up  and  endeavored 
to  explni'i,  so  as  lo  do  away  ihe  force  of  my  inffr 
rences.  He  takes  up,  in  the  first  place,  the  record 
at  page  328  of  the  Senate  journal,  and  inqnires 
what  there  is  to  complain  of  here?  Again:  I  say  I 
made  no  complaint  against  gentlemen  for  their 
votes.  I  only  said  that  this  was  a  bill  for  the  ap- 
propriaii  n  of  money  for  laying  out  a  road  in  the 
Wiscoii.^in  Territory;  and,  judging  by  past  expe- 
rience, the  Senator  from  Mississippi  [Mr.  Wiw- 
er]  moved  to  amend  it  by  in*.eriinR,  "  Proriiflt, 
alwaysy  Tiial  nothing  contained  m  this  act  shall  be 
so  constjued  as  to  imply  that  the  United  States  an 
pledged,  or  in  any  manner  bound,  to  make  any  ap- 
propriations in  future  to  make  or  conilruct  said 
roads,  or  any  part  or  portion  of  them,"  lest  it 
might  be  n«?ed  as  a  plea  for  further  appropriatioDs; 
that  Government,  having  commenced  the  work, 
was  bound  to  go  un,  and  thus  entail  upon  us  end- 
less ex  pent  Ii:ures.  It  was  to  see  who  was  willing 
to  stop  il.is  leak  from  the  public  Treasury,  and 
who  for  keeping  it  open,  that  this  record  was  pro- 
duced. The  Senator  from  Massachusetts,  in  re- 
calling our  attention  to  it,  and  to  show  that  my  in- 
ference is  unwarranted,  selects  for  reading  only  a 
few  of  the  namess  of  those  who  voted.  This,  I  in- 
sist, is  not  the  fair  way  of  proceeding.  The  Sena- 
tor well  knows  that  his  speech  will  be  read  by  mi* 
ny  who  will  never  look  into  the  journal  to  sec  what 
upon  the  whole  is  th«  complexion  of  the  votis  on 
each  side,  [fe  singles  out  a  few  conspicuous  indi- 
viduals on  the  Administration  side,  who  voted 
against  the  amendment,  and  from  thence  would 
have  it  inferred  that  my  proposition  is  disproved. 
But  my  proposition  was  not  that  none  of  the  friends 
of  the  Administration  voted  against  economical 
measures,  but,  on  the  contrary,  that  a  few  were  al- 
ways found  with  the  mass  of  the  Opposition,  from 
local  or  other  considerations,  voting  against  them; 
and  thus  theR<»  meastires  failed,  and  the  contrary 
ones  prevailed.  In  fairness,  the  whole  record 
should  h*i  aubnaitied,  by  which,  as  I  insist,  my  pro- 
pobiiiion  would  be  fully  sustained.  The  volcreall/ 
stood  thus: 

"  Those  wh  -  voted  in  the  affirmative  wffK 
Messrjc.  All?!),  Calhoun,  Clay  of  Alabama, 
Grundy,  Kin^,  Lumpkin,  Lyon,  Mouton,  Niles, 
Nnrvf  ji,  Pierce,  Preston,  Rives,  Roane,  Robbins, 
Uuggies,  .^miih  of  Connecticut,  Strange,  Swifi, 
Trotter,  Walker,  White,  and  Williams. 

'*Thos2   who    voted    in    the   negative   were 
Messrs.  BayarJ,  Benton,  Buchanan,  Clay  of  Ken: 
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tuckjr,  ClaytcD,  Davis,  Falton,  Hubbard,  Knight, 
Linn,  Premiss,  Robinson,  Sevier,  Smith  f>f  lodi- 
ana,  Tipion,  Webster,  and  Young.*' 

Oa  ihe  motion  to  postpone  the  special  ord«r  of 
the  day  for  the  purpose  of  considering  the  bill 
(S.  86)  for  (he  continuation  of  the  Cumberland 
RAa<i  io  the  States  of  Ohio,  Indiana  and  Illinois — 
it  is  recorded  in  Senate  journal,  244: 

"The  yeas  were:  Messrs.  Allen,  Bayard,  Clay 
of  Kentucky,  Crittenden,  Davis,  Pulton,  Knight, 
Merrick,  Morris,  Prentiss,  Rives,  Robbins,  Robin- 
son, Sevier,  Smith  of  Indiana,  SxviA,  Tallmadge, 
Tipion,  Webster,  While,  and  Young. 

"Tftose  who  v«ted  in  the  negative  were:  Messrs. 
Benton,  Brown,  Calhoun,  Clayton,  Cuthbert,  Hub- 
bard, King,  Linn,  Lumpkin,  Mouton,  Nicholas, 
Niles,  Norvell,  Pierce,  Roane,  Strange,  Trotter, 
Walker,  Wall,  Williams,  and  Wright." 

So  that  alihoogh  the  votes  in  favor  of  taking  up 
the  bill,  and  thereby  indicating  a  friendly  feeling 
towards  ir,  were  mixed,  yet  of  those  opposed  to  it, 
twenty-one  in  number,  there  was  but  a  single  Op- 
position rote. 

Again,  on  motion  by  Mr.  Norvell  to  lay  this 
W.I  on  the  table,  it  was  decided  in  the  negative — 
yeas  18,  nays  19. 

**Thc  yeas  were:  Messrs.  Bayard,  Brown,  Bu- 
chanan, Cuthbert,  Fulton,  Hubbard,  King,  Lump- 
kio,  LjoD,  McKean,  Mouion,  Nicholas,  Norvell, 
Rives,  Roane,  Walker,  Wall,  and  Williams. 

"The  nays  were:  Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Clay 
of  Kentucky,  Crittenden,  Grundy,  Knight,  Mer- 
rick, Morris,  Robinson,  Sevier,  Smith  of  Indiana, 
Spence,  Swift,  Tallmadge,  Tipton,  Trotter,  Web- 
sJer,  While,  and  Young." 

In  pi$<;  414  of  the  journal  will  be  found  the 
passage  of  the  Cumberland  Road  bill,  which  was 
passed  by  the  following  vote: 

"Those  who  vo'ed  in  the  affirmative  were — 
Mejsn:.  Allen,  Bayard,  Benton,  Buchanan,  Clay, 
of  Kcniacky,  Crittenden,  Cuthbert,  Davis,  Falton, 
Grundy,  Knight,  Linn,  MeKean,  Merrick,  Morris, 
Nicholas:,  Robbins,  Robinson,  Sevier,  Smith  of  In- 
diana, S.-»ence,  Swift,  Tipton,  Webster,  Wright, 
and  Young. 

"Those  who  voted  in  the  negative  were — 
Messrs.  Calhoun,  Clay  of  Alabama,  Clayton,  Hob- 
bard,  Kin?,  Lyon,  Mouton,  Niles,  Norvell,  Pierce, 
Premiss,  Preston,  Roane,  Smiih  of  Connecticut, 
Strange,  Trotter,  and  Williams." 

Only  three  Opposition  men  voting  in  the  nega- 
tive: and  again,  upon  its  being  returned  from  the 
Hoose  with  an  amend  mem,  it  ij  fonnd  as  fellows  on 
page  417  of  the  Senate  journal: 

*<0n  the  question  'shall  this  bill  pass  with  an 
amendment,*  it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative — 
years  23,  nays  19. 

••On  motion  of  Mr.  Lumpkin,  the  yeas  and  nays 
being  desired  by  one-fifth  of  the  Senators  present, 
"  Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  were — 
Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Buchanan,  Clay  of  Ken- 
tucky, Criitcaden,  Cuthbert,  Davis,  Grundy, 
Knight,  Linn,  McKean,  Morris,  Nicholas,  Rob- 
bins, Robinscm,  Sevier,  Smith  of  Indiana,  Swift, 
Tallmadi^e,  Tipton,  Wright,  and  Young. 

"Those  who  voted  in  the  n(»gativc  were — 
Messrs.  Brown,  Calhoun,  Clay  Of  Alabama,  Clay- 
ton, Hubbard,  Kine,  Lumpkin,  Lyon,  Mouton, 
Niles,  Norvell,  Pierce,  Prentiss,  Preston,  Rives, 
Smith  of  Connecticut,  Trotter,  and  Williams." 

The  nert  vole  to  which  I  adverted,  was  the  bill 
explanatory  of  the  act  reeruiating  the  pay  and  emo- 
laments  of  the  brevet  officers. 

"On  the  que'^tion  'Shall  this  bill  be  engrossed  and 
read  a  third  time?' it  was  determined  in  the  affirma- 
tiv«— 3'eas  20,  nays  18. 

"Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  were:  Messrs. 
AlVn,  Bayard,  Benion,  Clay  of  Alabama,  Clay  of 
Kentucky,  Clayton,  Crittenden,  Cuthbert,  Fulton, 
Kn:ghr,  Merrick,  Nicholas,  Norvell,  Preston, 
Rires,  Roane,  Ruggles,  Tallmadge,  Trotter,  and 
Wall. 

"Tho^"  who  voted  in  the  negative  were:  Messrs. 
Brown,  Gruniy,  Hubbard,  King,  Lumpkin,  Lyon, 
Mouton,  Niles,  Pierce,  Prentiss,  Robinson,  Smith 
of  Connecticut,  Smith  of  Indiana,  Strange,  While, 
Williara>»,  Wright,  and  Young." 

How  many  of  the  Opposition  TOted  against  this 
biin— a  biU  proposing  to  increaie  the  compensa* 


Hon  of  a  class  of  officers  wiihont  any  correspondent 
benefit  to  the  public. 

In  the  Senate  journal,  page  466,  it  is  found  thus 
recorded:  "The  bill  (3.  341)  to  encourage  the  in- 
troduction  of,  and  promote  thecaltiyation  of,  tropi- 
cal plants  in  the  United  States,  having  been  reported 
by  the  committee  correctly  engrossed,  was  read 
a  third  time. 

''On  the  question.  Shall  this  bill  pass? 

"It  was  determined  in  the  affirmative — yeas  26, 
nays  11. 

"On  motion  by  Mr.  Tipton, 

"The  yeas  and  nays  being  desired  by  one-fi(\h  of 
the  Senators  present, 

"Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  are,  Messrs. 
Bayard,  Benton,  Buchanan,  Clay  of  Kentucky, 
Clayton,  Fulton,  Grundy,  Linn,  Lumpkin,  Mc- 
Kean, Merrick,  Mouton,  Nicholas,  Norvell,  Pres- 
ton,  RebinsoB,  Ruggles,  Sevier,  Smith  of  Connecti- 
cut, Smith  of  Indiana,  Southard,  Tallmadge,  Trot- 
ter, Wall,  Webster,  Young. 

"Those  who  voted  in  the  negative  are,  Messrs. 
Allen,  Clay  of  Alabama,  Hubbard,  King,  Morris, 
Niles,  Pierce,  Strange,  Tipton,  White,  Williams." 

A  small  minority,  only  one  of  whom  is  an  Oppo- 
sition man. 

On  the  bill  to  purchase  the  right  to  use  Dr. 
Boyd  Reilly's  vapor  bath, 

"On  the  question,  'Shall  this  bill  be  engrossed, 
and  read  a  third  time?*  it  was  determined  in  the 
negative — ^yeas  15,  nays  20. 

"Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  are,  Messrs. 
Bayaid,  Clay  of  Kentucky,  Crittenden,  Falton, 
Qmndy,  Knight,  Linn,  Lnmpkin,  Lyon,  McKean, 
Merrick,  Prentiss,  Robinson,  Sevier,  Swift. 

"Those  who  voted  in  the  negative  are,  Messrs. 
Allen,  Buchanan,  Clay  of  Alabama,  Clayton,  Hub- 
bard, King,  Mouton,  Nicholas,  Niles,  Norvell, 
Roane,  Ruggles,  Smith  of  Connecticut,  Strange, 
Trotter,  Wall,  While,  Williams,  Wright,  Young." 

How  many  of  the  Opposition  were  found  voting 
against  this  expenditure? 

In  page  519  will  be  found  that,  the  bill  making 
appropriations  for  building  light-houses,  light-boat«, 
beacon  lights,  buoys,  and  for  making  surveys,  be- 
ing under  consideration,  the  question  on  taking  up 
this  bill  was  decided  yeas  23,  nays  14. 

"The  yeas  were  Messrs.  Bayard,  Clay  of  Ken- 
tucky, Clayton,  Cuthbert,  Davis,  Hubbard,  King, 
Knight,  Lyon,  McKean,  Mouton,  Nicholas,  Niles, 
Norvell,  Prentiss,  Rives,  Ruggles,  Smith  of  Con- 
necticut, Smith  of  Indiana,  Tallmadge,  Wall,  Wil- 
liams, and  Wright. 

"Those  who  voted  in  the  negative  were,  Messrs. 
Allen,  Benton,  Clay  of  Alabama,  Crittenden,  Ful- 
ton, Lumpkin,  Merrick,  Pierce,  Preston,  Roane, 
Robinson,  Sevier,  White,  and  Young."      ^ 

How  many  of  the  Opposition  were  found  voting 
against  this  measure?  At  a  very  late  period  ot  the 
last  night  of  the  session,  I  rose  for  the  purpose  of 
Slopping  this  bill,  but  it  being  found  that  a  quorum 
was  not  present,  I  was  prevailed  upon  not  to  per- 
sist in  calling  lor  the  yeas  and  nays,  as  it  would 
have  put  a  stop  to  all  the  other  business  of  the  Senate. 

The  Senator  asks  why  I  am  so  much  opposed 
to  light-houses  and  harbors,  to  those  important  as- 
sistants to  commerce?  I  have  never  expressed  hos- 
tility to  either  the  one  or  the  other.  I  admit  that 
commerce  has  been  a  great  benefactress  to  mankind. 
I  did  denounce  (be  system  or  principle  of  the 
lightrhouse  and  harbor  bills,  which,  in  my  opi- 
nion, has  done  much  to  corrupt  the  legislation 
of  this  country.  They  are  carried  through  upon  the 
logrolling  principle,  a  principle,  in  my  estimation, 
50  corrupting  in  its  tendency,  that  with  all  the  in- 
conveniences that  might  attend  it,  I  would  willing- 
ly see  the  Constitution  so  amended  as  to  prohibit 
the  introduilion  of  more  thsn  one  .subject  into  the 
same  bill,  even  by  way  of  amendment.  But  I 
have  no  objeciien  to  light-hounes  when  necessary 
and  proper,  and  with  those  limitations,  would  not 
even  oppose  their  being  loaated  "in  the  skies."  To 
light  in  every  form,  and  from  every  source,  I  am 
friendly.  I  am  not  one  of  those  who  prefer  dark- 
ness to  light,  (I  will  not  say  "because  their  deeds 
are  evil,"  but  because  it  does  not  suit  their  purpo- 
ses to  have  things  seen  as  they  really  are,)  but  am 
tterongbly  opposed  to  thathogger-mogger  mode  of 


proceeding  by  which  truth  is  stifled  or  hid,  and  adU  x 
vantages  unjustly  obtained. 

I  next  called  the  attention  of  the  Senate  to 
the  appropriation  for  the  suppression  of  In- 
dian hostilities,  and  reminded  the  Senate  what 
frequent  and  loud  complaints  were  then  made 
of  extravagance,  and  how  often  the  expenses 
of  the  Seminole  war  were  calculated  and  spoken 
of,  and  yet,  when  it  came  to  the  vote,  upon  a  call 
for  the  yeas  and  nays,  not  a  Senator  on  either  side 
could  bring  himself  to  vote  against  the  bill.  In 
proceeding  with  the  record,  I  came  to  the  harbor 
bill,  and  referred  to  page  538  of  the  Senate  jour- 
nal: 

"On  motion  of  Mr.  Davis,  that  the  Senate  pro- 
ceed to  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  provide  for 
certain  harbors,  and  for  the  removal  of  obstmo- 
tions  in,  and  at  the  mouths  of,  certain  rivers,  and 
for  other  purposes,  during  the  year  1838,  it  was  de- 
termined in  the  affirmative — ^yeas  18,  nays  11. 

"Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmatiye  were: 
Messrs.  Bayard,  Clayton,  Crittenden,  Davis,  Hub- 
bard, Lyon,  Merrick,  Niles,  Norvell,  Robbins,  Se- 
vier, Smith  of  Indiana,  Southard,  Tallmadge,  Tip- 
ton, Webster,  Williams,  Wright. 

"Those  who  voted  in  the  negative  were:  Messrs. 
Brown,  Clay  of  Alabama,  Fulton,  King,  Lumpr 
kin,  Nicholas,  Pierce,  Preston,  Trotter,  Wall, 
White." 

How  many  of  the  Opposition  voted  against  tak- 
ing up  this  bill,  which  involved  such  lieavy  expen- 
dituies? 

"On  a  motion  made  indefinitely  to  postpone  this 
bill,  those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  were: 
Messrs.  Benton,  Brown,  Clay  of  Alabama,  Critten- 
den, King,  Lumpkin,  Mouton,  Nicholas,  Niles, 
Pierce,  Preston,  Rives,  Roane,  Smith  of  Connecti- 
cut, Strange,  Trotter,  Wall,  White. 

"Those  who  roted  in  the  negative  were:  Messrs. 
Allen,  Bayard,  Buchanan,  Clay  of  Kentucky, 
Clayton,  Davis,  Fulton,  Hubbard,  Merrick,  Nor- 
Tell,  Robbins,  Ruggles,  Sevier,  Smith  of  Indiana, 
Southard,  Tallmadge,  Tipton,  Webster,  Williams, 
Wright,  Young." 

On  a  motion  to  amend  by  inserting  an  additional 
appropriation  of  foriy-eight  thousand  dollars, 

"Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  wer^; 
Messrs.  Bayard,  Clay  of  Kentucky,  Clayton,  Da- 
vis, Lyon,  Merrick,  Norvell,  Robbins,  Ruggles, 
Sevier,  Smith  of  Indiana,  Southard,  Tallmadge, 
Tipton,  Wall,  Webster,  Wright. 

"Those  who  voted  in  the  negative  were:  Messrs. 
Allen,  Benton,  Brown,  Buchanan,  Qlay  of  Ala- 
bama, Crittenden,  Hubbard,  King,  Lumpkin, 
Mouton,  Nicholas,  Niles,  Pierce,  Preston,  Rives, 
Roane,  Strange,  Trotter,  Williams,  White, 
Young." 

On  a  motion  to  amend  by  siriking  out  an  appro- 
priation of^twenty  thousand  dollars, 

"The  voles  were,  in  the  affirmative:  Messrs. 
Allen,  Benton,  Brown,  Buchanan,  Clay  of  Alaba- 
ma, Hubbard,  King,  Lyon,  Nicholas,  Niles,  Nor- 
vell, Pierce,  Rives,  Roane,  Strange,  Trotter,  Wall, 
While,  Williams,  Wright. 

"Those  in  the  negative  were:  Messrs.  Bayard, 
Clay  of  Kentucky,  Clayton,  Crittenden,  Davis, 
Fulion,  Merrick,  Preston,  Robbins,  Sevier,  Smith 
of  Indiana,  Southard,  Tipton,  Webster,  Young." 

On  the  Indian  appropriation  bill,  to  which  Mr. 
White  oflered  an  amendment  appropriating 
f  150,000  f'T  sub.*.i5tencc  and  expenses  of  such  In- 
dians wc^^t  of  ilij  lytu^si^j^ippi,  who,  by  reason  of 
the  recent  em ig rat  on,  dec.  were  unable  lo  subsist 
themselves. 

"Those  who  voteil  in  the  affirmative  were:  Messrs. 
Bayard,  Benton,  Buchanan,  Clayton,  Criitenden, 
Cuthbert,  Davis,  Falton,  Kinpr,  Linn,  Mouion, 
Nicholas,  Preston,  Rives,  Roane,  Pobinson,  i*c- 
vier,  Smith  of  Indiana,  Southard,  Tallmadge,  Tip- 
ion, Webster,  White. 

"Those^who  v  >ted  in  th<?  negative  were:  Messr*'. 
Allen,  Brown,  Clay  of  Alabama,  Clay  of  Ken- 
tucky, Hubbard,  Niles,  Norvell,  Pierce,  Robbins, 
Ruggles,  Smith  of  Connecticut,  Strange,  Wall, 
Williams." 

How  many  of  the  Opposition  were  found  voting 
against  this  bill  ?  I  have  no  d^ubt  of  the  fact, 
that  I  could  go  through  the  whole  journal,  and  pro- 
duce similar  results.    Iq  tratb|  almost  any  propo- 
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svtLon  meets  the  views  of  some  few  friends  of  the 
Adajinistraiion,  supported  by  the  mass  of  the  Op- 
position. But  let  the  facts  go  before  the  country  ; 
I  wish  to  produce  no  false  impression. 

But  the  Senator  from  Massachusetts  says  that 
all  these  appropriations  amount  to  between  only 
two  an<(  three  millions  of  dollars,  and  asks  why  I 
have  not  thought  proper  to  go  In  to  the  extravagan- 
ces of  other  years.  The  Senator  has  been  dis- 
tinctly informed  that  it  was  only  in  the  suddenness 
of  reply  to  a  challenge  made  by  himself  that  I 
spoke  at  all,  and  was  obliged  to  take  only  such 
facts  as  I  could  readily  lay  my  hand  upon.  The 
journals  of  the  last  session  furnished  the  most 
ready  source  of  supply,  and  to  that  I  accordingly 
resorted.  Bpt  to  oblige  the  Senator,  I  will  take 
one  instance  from  the  journal  of  a  former  session, 
in  which  five  millions  are  proposed  to  be  voted 
away  at  a  single  dash,  in  payment  of  what  are 
called  French  spoliations  anterior  to  1800. 

By  turning  to  the  Senate  journal  for  the  second 
session  of  the  twenty-third  Congress,  page  125, 
upon  the  question,  "Shall  the  bill  be  engrossed  and 
read  a  third  time?"  it  will  be  seen  that  the  vote  was 
as  follows: 

<'In  the  affirmative:  Messrs.  Bell,  Buchanan, 
Clay,  Clayton,  Ewing,  Frelinghuysen,  Goldsbo- 
rough,  Kent,  Knight,  McKean,  Moore,  Naudain, 
Poindeiter,  Porter, ,  Prentiss,  Preston,  Robbins, 
Shepley,  Silsbee,  Smith,  Southard,  SwiH,  Tomlin- 
son,  Waggaman,  Webster'' — only  two  friends  of  the 
Admin  i:>tration. 

"Those  who  voted  in  the  negative  were:  Messrs. 
Benton,  Bibb,  Black,  Brown,  Calhoun,  Cuthbert, 
Grundy,  Hendricks,  Hill,  Kane,  King  of  Alabama, 
King  of  Georgia,  Leigh,  Linn,  Mangam,  Morris, 
Robinson, Tallmadge,  Tyler,  White,  Wright" — not 
more  than  foar  or  five  Opposition  Senators. 

But  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina,  [Mr. 
Prkston,]  in  reply  to  my  colleague,  the  other  day, 
remarked,  in  justification  of  his  course  upon  this 
measure,  that  there  was  a  vast  diflierence  between 
voting  new  expenditures  and  appropriations  for  the 
payment  of  the  existing  debts  of  ttie  Government. 
I  admit  the  correctness  of  the  distinction,  but  deny 
its  application  to  the  present  case.  I  do  not  see 
how  this  claim  for  indemnity  can  be  placed  upon 
the  footing  of  a  debt.  And  again:  party  spirit 
must  rage  to  an  extent  even  greater  than  it  does 
at  present,  when  it  shall  be  settled  that  the  votes 
above  referred  to  were  dictated  solely  by  a  differing 
sense  of  justice.  Does  any  gentleman  b2lieve  iha(, 
however  we  may  differ  in  politics,  a  higher  sense 
of  justice  prevails  on  one  side  of  this  chamber  than 
the  other?  No  man  can  believe  it.  When,  then, 
nearly  all  of  one  side  are  found  voting  for  a  propo- 
sition, and  the  other  against  it,  some  other  mo(.<le  of 
accounting  for  it  must  be  found  than  the  compara- 
tive sense  of  justice  of  the  two  parties.  I.  insist  it 
arises  from  the  di/Terent  sense  entertained  by  the 
two  parties  of  the  nature  and  character  of  this  Go- 
vernment, and  itsobliirations  in  relation  torevenne: 
the  one  considering  the  trust  special  and  for  very 
limited  purposes;  the  other  giving  it  an  almost  li- 
mitless range. 

But  I  will  show,  fop  the  satisfaction  of  the  Sena- 
tor, another  fact  or  two.  In  the  session  of  1833-34, 
when  there  was  a  decided  Opposition  majority  in 
this  body,  the  amount  called  lor  by  the  estimates 
of  the  Treasury  Department,  was  $18,057,488  73 
The  amount  appropriated  was  -  30,968.992  49 
Exceeding  the  amount  called  for  by  2,911J503  76 
Besides  this,  further  appropriations,  amounting 
to  f^5,607,488,  passed  this  body,  which  did  not  pass 
the  other,  including  the  famous  five  millions  for 
French  spoliations.  Again: 
.The  annual    estimates  for  1835, 

were |15,610,232  73 

The    annual    appropriations   for 

1835  were        -        -        -        .    18,347,014  36 
The  latver  exceeding  the  former   -      fe,736,781  63 
In  the  same  session,  to  wit:  the  2d 
session  of  the  2.3d  Coogress,  ap- 
propriations passed  an   Opposif 
tion  Senate,  which  did  not  be- 
come a  law  for  want  of  the  con- 
currence of  (ho  other  bnnchc*? 
t»f  ihe  G  )vernment,  amouniinar  lo     6,03 1,400  00 
ibo  that  it  appears,  in  the  23d  Congress,  when 


there  was  a  decided  Opposition  majority  in  this 

body,  appropriations  passed  it  amountinir  to 

1st  session,  actual  appropriations  |20,968,992  49 

projected        do.  5,607,488  00 

2d   session,  actual  appropriations    18,347,014  36 

projected        do.  6,031,400  00 

Total  1^50,954,894  85 

While  the  estimates  for  the  same 

period  were — 
First  session        -  |18,057,488  73 
Second  session    -     15,610,232  73 


33,667,721  46 

Exceeding    the  estimates   by  the 

mciisumof-        -        -        -$17,287,173  39 

But  the  Opposition  are,  whatever  may  be  said 
of  the  particular  votes  on  qaesiions  of  expenditure, 
mainly  responsible  for  the  extravagance  of  the 
Goyemment,  in  that  through  their  instrumentality 
the  revenue  has  been  raised  to  an  inordinate  height. 
The  same  principles  which  control  men  as  indi- 
viduals, control  them  as  masses.  Give  a  man  mo- 
ney, and  he  will  be  profuse.  Some  men,  it  is  true, 
are  misers.  But  the  instances  are  rare.  The  mi- 
ser is  a  monster,  and  would  not  be  so  if  he  were 
common.  But  in  the  general,  the  unlimited  com- 
mand of  money  will  render  a  man  extravagant, 
and  very  frequently  profligate.  Those,  then,  who 
inordinately  enrich  the  Gk>vernment  by  high  tarifi^s, 
etc.  are  the  true  authors  of  extravagance  and  cor- 
ruption. When  the  fiscal  channels  are  filled  lo 
bursting,  the  fiuid  will  find  vent,  and  pour  itself 
forth  in  ail  directions,  corrupting  individuals  and 
stimulating  the  Government  to  extravagance  in  all 
its  form&i  Those,  therefore,  who  refuse  lo  bring 
down  the  revenue  to  the  economical  wants  of  the 
Government,  are,  and  ought  to  be,  alone  responsi- 
ble for  its  extravagance;  and  upon  this  ground,  if 
no  other,  it  is  extremely  unfair  for  the  Opposition 
lo  charge  the  Administration  with  excessive  ex- 
penditures. 

But  it  is  useless  to  spend  more  time  in  the  pro- 
duction of  facts  in  support  of  what  must  necessarily 
be  true  from  established  principles.  The  princi- 
ples of  the  Democratic  party  are  in  favor  of  an 
economical' administration  of  the  affairs  of  this  Go- 
vemmenl;  and  when  a  Democratic  administration 
falls  into  extravagance,  it  is  the  efifect  of  human 
weakneb^,  that  unfortunate  principle  of  our  nature, 
by  which  good  men  are  often  forced  to  do  by 
temptation  what  their  consciences  condemn;  and, 
like  them,  a  Democratic  administration  is  always 
striving  to  teake  head  against  temptation,  and  get 
back  again  to  the  path  of  rectitude.  Not  so  with 
the  Opposition:  a  strong,  energetic,  and  splendid 
central  6k)vemment  is,  with  them,  the  first  deside- 
ratum; and  to  render  it  so,  the  expenditures  must 
necessarily  be  vast.  High  lariflTs  are  laid  for  the 
protection  of  manufactures,  and  to  carry  ont  the 
great  principles  of  the  American  system.  By  this, 
large  revenues  are  raised,  which  must,  in  their 
turn,  be  expended  wiihm  the  Slates,  producing  con- 
sequences upon  which  it  were  tedious  at  present  to 
enter. 

Sir,  I  admit  our  expenditures  should  be  re- 
duced; but,  disguise  it  as  they  will,  it  is  not  the  ex- 
travagance, but  the  parsimony  of  this  Administra- 
tion which  raises  up  most  of  its  adversaries  against 
it.  It  is  the  well-grounded  belief  that  another  ad- 
ministration will  scatter,  with  more  profuse  hands, 
those  crumbs  which  so  many  mouths  are  eagerly 
gaping  to  receive,  while  their  throats  are  roaring 
forth  extravtigaiiue  and  corruption.  The  office-hold- 
ers under  this  Administration,  ot  which  I  have  of- 
ten had  occasion  to  remark  that  a  large  majority  of 
them  are  hostile  to  it,  are  mainly  so  from  the  ex- 
pectation that  more  liberal  provisions  will  be  made 
for  them,  and  the  rein  of  control  over  their  extrava- 
gancies and  corruptions  held  with  a  slacker  hand, 
should  the  Opposition  get  into  power. 

But  the  Sci'ator  uses  the  specious  argument  that 
we  of  course  must  be  alone  responsible  for  the  ex- 
penditures of  the  Government,  because  we  are  the 
majority,  and  pass  or  refuse  to  pa^s  just  what  we 
please;  that  the  Opposition  are  a  mere  handful,  and 
can  do  nothing:  but  what  we  choose  to  allow  them. 
Sir,  is  this  a  fair  representation  of  the  case?  Is  this 
the  way  the  gentlemen  talk  upon  the  eve  of  an 


election?  Do  they  not  then  cry  out  that  thein  ii 
in  truth,  the  strong  party?  that  they  have,  and  will 
have,  majorities  every  where,  and  let  faimwho 
wishes  to  be  on  the  strong  side  join  them?  Bat 
whenever  measures  are  to  be  investigated  in  which 
they  have  been  the  main  actors,  with  a  view  to  cen- 
sure, why  then  they  dwindle  into  a  mere  handful. 
Poor  innocent  creatures!  What  could  such  a  mise- 
rably reduced  party  do,  if  they  were  ever  so  much 
dispo!»ed?  Let  the  public  mind  be  no  longer  abased 
by  a  misconception  of  facts.  The  Administra- 
tion party  is  not  that  drilled  and  united  phalanx 
which  many  suppose.  On  the  contrary,  it  is,  as  I 
Have  said,  prone  to  divide  on  almost  every  qoes- 
tion.  Neither  is  it  true  that  the  Opposition  is  pow- 
erless; but,  joined  as  it  frequently  is  by  the  "armed 
neutrality,"  'la  ablelo  control,  as  it  often  does,  the 
action  of  the  Government.  In  both  ends  of  the 
Capitol,  measures  fail  which  the  mass  of  the  friends 
of  the  Administration  wish  to  prevail,  and  e  em- 
vtrso.  Why,  if  the  Administration  party  is  so 
united,  and  the  Opposition  so^weak,  has  nor  theln- 
depf'ndent  Treasury  bill  long  since  become  a  lav? 

The  Senator  from  Massachusetts,  somewhat  tired 
of  the  journal  record ,  turns  to  the  last  annual  re- 
port of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and  proceeds 
to  complain  of  him,  also,  for  reading  homilies,  as 
the  Senator  chooses  to  style  them,  on  economy,  as  if 
it  had  not  been  the  practice  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  from  the  foundation  of  the  Government, 
to  otfer  to  Congress  through  the  President  his  views 
in  relation  to  the  finances  of  the  country.  Mr. 
Hamilton  set  the  example  in  an  eminent  degree, 
and  has  been  followed  to  a  greater  or  less  extent  bj 
all  his  successors.  The  Senator  then  calls  cor  at- 
tention with  solemn  earnestness  to  the  fact,  that  the 
expenditures  of  the  Government  for  the  year  1838 
are  $40,437,218  68,  and  comments  on  it  as  a  veiy 
important  discovery.  Now  for  what  purpose  is 
this  doi;p?  The  Senator  knows  very  well  that  to 
the  plain  men  of  this  country,  forty  millions  is  a 
startling  sum,  and  thar  it  is  difficult  for  them  to 
imagine  any  fair  mode  by  which  such  a  sum  ean 
be  disposed  of;  and  that  in  their  amazement  at  the 
sum  ihey  will  very  probably  conclude  that  a 
large  portion  of  such  an  expenditure  was  uoan* 
ihorized,  and  of  course  be  seized  with  horror  at 
the  Administration  who  made  it.  But  the  Senator 
from  Massachusetts  knew  how  all  this  was,  of 
what  items  the  expenditure  consisted,  and  tinder 
what  authority  it  was  made.  Why  then  did  he  not, 
in  ail  fairness,  come  out  and  tell  us  that  all  tbeseez* 
penditures  were  under  appropriations  by  Congress, 
and  that  the  appropriations  thus  made  by  Congress 
exceeded  by  nearly  twenty  millions  the  sum  asked 
for  by  the  Departments  of  the  Goyernmeni?  Why 
did  he  not  inform  us  that  upwards  of  eight  millions 
of  this  forty  were  in  payment  of  the  public  debt, 
including  the  redemption  of  Treasury  notes;  that 
your  Indian  treaties  and  Indian  wars  have  absorbed 
about  ten  millions  more;  and  that  your  pension 
list,  which  bu'nefits  mainly  the  Northern  end  of  this 
continent,  took  np wards  of  two  millions  more. 

The  Senator  asks  why,  in  my  zeal  for  retfench- 
ment,  I  did  not  turn  to  the  expenses  of  our  foreign 
relations.  I  answer,  simply  because  I  do  not  know 
of  Ziny  unnecessary  expenditures  in  that  depart- 
ment. It  may  be,  and  I  think  it  highly  probable 
there  are,  and  if  so,  I  would  glaily  see  them  cor- 
rected. But  I  should  think  our  foreign  relations  a 
most  unfavorable  ground  for  the  gentleman  and  his 
patty,  and  am  rather  surprised  at  his  invitation  to 
meet  him  there.  Has  he  forgotten  the  constractive 
journies  and  the  unauthorized  missions  under  some 
by-gone  Ad  ministrations?  And  does  he  not  remem- 
ber that,  not  long  ago,  a  man  whom  the  people  of  . 
this  nauoti  havp  since  thought  fit  to  dignify  with  the 
hi?he*t  honor,  r as  recalled  from  a  foreign  mission, 
and  the  cuiiiiUy  necessarily  subjected  to  the  ex- 
pense ot  sending  another  in  his  place?  And  bashe- 
fofgoiieii  by  v.'i;.se  votes  this  was  done?  If  any 
similar  i ':  II  <•  >  chargeable  to  this  Adminisiradoa, 
the  Sena  I  It- . .  :    abtless  prepared  to  point  them  out 

He  next  ti  ins  his  attention  lo  the  collection  of 
the  revenue,  and  wonders  that  I  have  not  made 
the  expense:^  Incident  to  that,  a  subject  of  com- 
ment. Upon  that,  I  must  say  I  h&d  not  time  to 
make  the  investigation,  and  I  presuma  it  is  not  ex- 
pected that  an^  member  of  this  bodv  shoo^  bt 
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able  to  eDter  imprompta  upon  thai  complex  sab- 
jeet.  If  there  are  aoy  competent,  I  certainly  am 
not  one;  bat  I  may  safely  venture  to  say  that  most 
of  those  expenditures  are  made  in  tht  Senator's 
ovn  region  of  country.  He  well  knows  they  are 
Rgalated  by  law;  aad  I  doubt  not,  like  most  of  the 
other  expendiiares,  are  made  mainly  by  the  rotes 
orgeollemen  of  his  own  political  complexion. 
Bnt  he  states  it  as  a  fact,  and  then  professes  some 
difficalty  in  its  explanation,  that  while,  daring  a 
pan  of  General  Jackson^  administration,  the  re- 
reoae  was  declining,  the  expense  of  collection 
raiher  increased.  The  Senator  I  think  has  himself 
supplied  us  with  an  answer,  by  informing  us  that 
in  maoy  places,  the  revenue  had  so  fallen  off  as 
not  (0  corer  the  expenses  of  collection;  while, 
thfrefore,  the  aggregate  revenue  fell  off,  and  be- 
came more  concentrated  at  particular  points,  where 
the  expanses  were  consequently  increased,  the  ex- 
peosps  at  the  other  places  could  not  be  materially 
dimim$h«d. 

The  Senator  next  comes  round  to  the  Post  Office 
Department,  and  without  specifying  any  particular 
extrara^nee,  inqaires  why  I  have  not  directed  my 
attention  to  that?      I  believe  the  present  head  ot 
that  Department  is  anxious  to  subject  it  to  the  most 
rigid  economy,  and  only  regret  that  he  has  not 
been  allowed  to  administer  its  affairs  more  accord- 
ing to  his  tmly  Democratic  notions.    With  respect 
to  the  box  money,  I  think  it,  with  the  Senator  from 
Massachnsetts,   an  abuse.      I  believe  it  a  mere 
yaokee  trick,  by  which   the  northern  postmasters 
first  contrived  to  swell  the  profits  of  their  office, 
from  whom  those  further  south  have  unfortunately 
eaoiht  it. 
Bnt  the  Senator  says  I  have    forgotten  other 
i    small  matteni,  and    first    alludes    to  the  branch 
mints.    Whether  the  mints  are  conducted  upon  the 
most  economical  principles,  I  am  not  prepared  lo 
say;  perhaps  there  may  be  some  extravagance  in 
tbeir  administration,    yet  I  am  not   aware  that 
there  is.    But   if  ihe  SenaU)r  means  to  say  that 
those  imtitatioos  are  either  useless  or  improper, 
i    1  am  directly  at  issue  with  him.    Perhaps  it  is  not 
'    10  be  wondered  at  that  an  advocate  for  the  paper 
I    system  shonld  have  some  aversion  to  coining  even 
I    the  ^Id  of  bis  own  land,  and  that  he  who  holds  the 
co'auttf^  power  of  Congress  to  extend  its  jurisdiction 
to  the  regulation   by  law  of   the  paper  money  of 
the  Slates,  should  see  no  necessity    for  exercis- 
ing the  direct   power  of  coinage.    Neither  is  it 
strange  that  those  whose  iron  soil  drives  them  to 
extrcise  their  wits  in  transmuting  baser  substances 
to  gold,  and  inviting  it  from  foreign  parts,  should 
feel  some  envy  of  those  to  whom  Qod  has  given 
that  precious  meuil  as  the  spontaneous  product  of 
their  soil,  or  yielded  it  to  t|iem  by  the  simplest  la- 
bor from  the  bowels  of  the  harmless  earth.    Yes, 
sir,  Providence  has  made  the  region  which  I  in 
part  represent,  rich  in  its  mineral  resourc^;  and  I 
hold  it  bm  right,  that  when  the  Constitution  has 
conferred  upon   this  Government  solely  the  power 
of  making  and  regulating  coin,  that  she  should 
extend  her  hand  to  us,  who  furnish  her  the  mate- 
riils  to  relieve  them ;  and  that  she  should  not  re- 
qaire  as  to   traverse  half  the  continent  to  find  a 
market  for  that  of  which  she  claims  the  monopoly. 
The  obligation  lo  coin  is  one  of  the  most  impe- 
rative in  the   Constitution,  and  every  principle  of 
JQstice  and  propriety  conjoin  in  approving  the  lo- 
cation  of  the  mints  where  the  bullion  can  be  fur- 
nished.   Few  indeed  are  the  crumbs  which  fall  to 
onr  share  from  the  public  table,  and  those  few  ought 
not  to  excite  the  envy  or  displeasure  of  our  bre- 
thrtn  who  partake  so  largely  of  its  dainties. 

He  next  alludes  to  the  army  as  an  item  of  ex- 
travagance. An  army  is  proverbially  an  expen- 
sive thin?.  It  is  difficult  for  any  Gtovemmenc  to 
administer  its  affdiis  economically;  and  least  of  all 
a  repablic.  So  many  agents  roust  neces.«^rily  ex- 
pose to  a  great  deal  of  waste,  and  it  is  impcssible 
that  the  supervision  which  a  monarchy  would  af- 
ford can  be  placed  over  them.  An  army  must 
needs  he  expensive.  But  does  the  Ssnator  propose 
that  we  should  go  without  one?  Is  every  thing  to 
be  done  for  commerce,  and  nothing  for  safety  and 
honor  7  Ts  the  American  people  indeed  so  sordid 
of  sottl  as  to  look  only  to  commercial  profit,  and 
make  no  provision  for  the  protection  of  their  homes 


or  the  honor  of  their  flag  1  No  man  can  be  more 
opposed  than  I  am  to  a  large  standing  army,  bnt 
so  far  from  believing  the  present  one  excessive  in 
magnitude,  it  is,  in  my  estimation,  inadequate  to 
the  present  necesiw.  u^-.  of  the  country — to  the  pro- 
tection of  oar  vast  extent  of  frontier,  along  which 
so  many  causes  are  in  agitation,  threatening  us 
with  w.tr. 

In  conclusion,  the  Senator  from  Massachusetts 
demands  of  me  whether  I  hold  the  Opposition  re- 
sponsible for  having  carried  on  the  Seminole  war. ' 
No,  sir:  no!  Far  be  it  from  me  to  tear  the  laurel 
from  the  proper  brow  and  bestow  it  where  it  is  so 
little  coveted.  I  hold  the  Seminole  Indians  alone 
responsible  in  any  odious  sense  for  the  origin  and 
continuance  of  that  war  On  their  part  it  is  one  of 
aggression,  on  ours  merely  defensive;  and  for  the 
maintenance  of  that  defensive  war,  with  all  the 
disadvantages  under  which  it  is  waged,  I  appropri- 
ate the  credit  to  no  party  jor  section  of  the  country. 
I  am  surprised  to  hear  the  intimation  from  the 
Senator  that  the  prosecution  of  that  war  is  of  doubt- 
ful propriety.  Sir,  it  should  be  the  first  maxim  of 
every  gallant  nation,  not  to  let  a  hostile  footstep 
re^t  upon  her  soil;  like  the  ancient  Romans,  never 
to  think  of  making  terms  with  a  foe  until  he  relin- 
quishes the  attitude  of  an  invader.  For  one,  I 
would  sooner  engulf  the  whole  treasury  of  the 
nation  than  suffer  the  foot  of  an  invader,  civil  or 
savage,  to  rest  npon  our  sacred  soil.  The 
Seminole  Indians  may  possibly  suppose  they  are 
engaged  in  the  vindication  of  a  just  cause.  Be  it 
so.  But  does  the  Senator  from  Massachusetts  be- 
lieve the  territory  in  contest  theirs  or  ours?  If  the 
former,  then  he  is  right  in  condemning  the  war; 
but  if^  as  I  entertain  no  doubt  it  is,  the  property  of 
these  United  States,  it  ^should  be  defended  with 
our  last  cent  of  treasure  and  onr  last  drop  of 
blood.  Perhaps  there  are  reasons  for  some  dif- 
ference of  feeling^  upon  this  subject  between 
the  Senator  from  Massachusetts  and  myself. 
The  scene  of  the  Seminole  war  is  in  the  southern 
end  of  this  continent,  and  not  in  the  northern; 
it  is  nearer  to  my  home  and  my  fireside  than  to 
his;  and  the  sufferers  by  .savage  violence  are  more 
nearly  my  neighbors.  The  appeal,  therefore,  is 
more  direct  to  my  sympathies  and  my  patriotism. 
Again,  in  proce.<s  of  time  this  disputed  land  is  de- 
stined to  give  a  widej:  spread  to  the  institution  pe- 
culiarly Southern — an  institution  against  which  all 
the  feelings  and  prejudices  of  the  Senator  are  ar- 
rayed. My  prcjadices  and  feelings  are  all  tlie 
other  way;  nay,  my  judgment  too,  for  I  most  con- 
fidently belie /e  that  this  institution  is  favorable  to 
the  highest  moral  developoaent  of  the  freemen  who 
live  within  its  influence;  that  it  promotes  the 
growth  of  all  the  nobler  and  generous  qualities  of 
our  nature  in  every  bosom,  except  perhaps  )hat 
of  the  slave  himself.  But,  wiih  all  these  allow- 
ance.%  1  am  certain  the  Senator  from  Massaahn- 
setts  dues  injustice  to  himself  in  intimating  that  he 
would  be  willing  to  relinquish  that  war,  with  any 
thing  Rhort  of  the  conquest  of  the  country;  he  is 
not,  I  am  persuaded,  thai  craven  wretch  who 
would  tamely  surrender  any  portion  of  the  sacred 
soil  of  freedom  to  any  foe,  whether  savage  or  civil. 
In  conclusion,  Mr.  Piesident — thai  the  ex- 
penses of  this  Government  ought  to  be  diminished, 
and  its  revenues  Kept  lov,  I  most  confidently  be- 
lieve. Such  is  the  opinion  of  the  head  of  this  Ad- 
ministration, as  he  ha^  assured  us  in  his  annual 
message  at  this  very  session;  and  such  is  the  judg- 
ment of  the  bulk  of  his  friends;  and  if  the  Opposi- 
tion gentlemen  will  join  us  in  sincere  efforts  to 
limit  expenditure,  instead  of  making  "it  a  subject 
of  electioneering  declamation,  the  «vil  will  very 
soon  be  greatly  diminished.  That  any  Adminis- 
tration can  make  the .  machinery  of  Government 
move  in  perfectionr— that  Uiere  ^all  be  no  errors  of 
judgment — no  infidelity  of  agents,  it  would  be  mad- 
ness to  expect.  Ail  that  I  ask  for  the  present  Ad- 
mini.Mration  is,  that  its  acts  shall  be  judged  with 
candor,  and  proper  allowances  made  for  human 
imperlection  and  the  difficulties  by  which  it  has 
been  environed;  and,  above  all,  that  the  fa  ills  of 
its  opponents  shall  not  rest  upon  its  shoulder;;  and 
I  confidently  a.«^seri  it  will  prove  an  Admin i.stration 
welt  entitled  to  the  respect  and  confidence  of  the 
American  people. 


SPEECH  OF    MR.    MORRIS, 

OF  Ohio. 
In   SenaU,  Monday y  December  31,  1838— On  his 
motion  to  rescind  the  order  to  print  30,000  copies 
of  certain  documents  relative  to  the  duties  on 
salt. 

In  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  Friday  28th 
December,  Mr.  Benton  made  the  following  mo- 
lion  which  was  agreed  to  without  a  division;  that 
30,000  copies  of  the  following  papers  be  printed  for 
the  use  ol  the  Senate. 

Isi.  Copies  of  written  evidence,  as  required  by 
an  order  of  the  British  House  of  Commons,  dated 
24ih  June,  1817,  which  was  laid  before  the  board  of 
trade,  the  right  honorable  Nicholas  Vansiltert 
being  president,  in  an  inquiry  recently  made  at 
the  instance  of  Lord  Kenyan,  and  Sir  Tho  as 
Bernard,  as  to  the  supposed  operation  of  the  salt 
duty,  and  restrictions  on  the  fisheries,  agriculture, 
and  laboring  classes  of  the  kingdom  of  Great  Bri- 
tain. Ordered  by  ihe  House  of  Commons  to  be  prin- 
ted, 4ih  of  July  1817,  (35  folio  pages.) 

2d.  The  report  of  the  select  committee  of  the  Bri- 
tish House  ofCommons,  appointed  in  the  year  1818, 
to  lake  inio  consideration  the  laws  relating  to  ihe  salt 
duties,  and  the  HiCaniof  remedying  the  inconveni- 
ences arising  therelrom,  andlo  report  ihereon,  wiih 
their  observations  and  opinions,  to  ihe  House,  to- 
gether with  the  minutes  of  evidence  taken  before 
them.  Ordered  by  the  House  of  Commons  to  be 
printed,  June  1st,  1818,  (8  folio  pages.) 

3d.  Minutes  oi  evidence  taken  before  the  same 
committee  from  ihe  18tn  of  March,  1818,  to  the  7th 
of  May  of  the  same  year,  presented  to  the  House 
of  Commens  with  ihe  report,  June  1st,  1818,  and 
ordered  by  the  House  to  be  printed,  (204  folio 
pages.) 

On  the  Monday  following  Mr.  MORRIS  sub- 
mitted to  the  Senate  a  resolution  rescinding  the  or- 
der of  Friday,  for  the  printing  of  the  above  named 
documents.  In  support  of  his  resolution  Mr.  M. 
said,  thai  not  being  in  his  seat  at  the  time  the  order 
was  made,  he  had,  on  submitting  his  resolution,  the 
first  opportunity  which  presented,  made  a  few  re- 
marks in  support  of  his  motion;  but  at  the  sugges- 
tion of  a  Senator,  that  the  mover  of  the  original 
resolution  was  not  then  in  his  seat,  he  agreed  that 
his  resolution  should  lie  on  the  table  until  that  ho- 
norable Senator  should  be  present.  He  now  felt  it 
his  duty  with  the  indulgence  of  the  Senate  to  slate 
the  whole  of  his  reasons,  mat  the  Senator  from 
Missouri  might  fully  understand  his  objections. 

His  first  objection  was  the  priming  of  foreign 
documents  by  the  order  of  thii  body.  He  thought 
the  printing  of  papery  connected  with  the  policy  of 
our  own  country,  and  essentially  necessary  for  the 
legislation  of  Congress,  could  hione  justify  the  ex- 
penditure of  public  money  for  such  purposes,  and 
Congress  had  adopted  the  praclice  of  prmting  an 
extra  number  of  such  documents  for  distribution, 
until  such  praclice  had  grown  a  serious  evil,  and 
proved  one  of  the  many  extravagant  uses  of  the 
public  money;  but  we  are  now  abuut  to  enlarge 
this  job  work  by  printing  a  book  of  foreign  mailer, 
the  proceedings  of  the  board  of  trade  in  England, 
the  report  ot  a  select  committee  of  ihe  British 
House  of  Commons,  and  the  minutes  of  evidence 
on  which  thai  report  was  founded,  making  a  folio 
volume  of  247  pages  as  printed  in  London.  He 
thought  thtf  priming  of  books  by  the  order  of  Con- 
gress a  very  unjustifiable  use  of  the  public  money, 
and  if  Congress  look  but  a  few  slops  more  in  this 
business — indeed  if  they  presisied  in  the  order  for 
printing  30,000  copies  of  this  book—it  might  well 
be  said  that  instead  oi"  a  legislative  body,  Congrew 
would  soon  convert  themselves  into  a  great  national , 
book  concern.  He  had  no  objections  to  concerns 
of  this  kind,  but  he  considered  ihem  a.^  jToperly  be- 
longing to  individuals,  and  not  to  ihe  Government. 
A  Methodist  book  concern,  a  Pre.sb}  lerian  book 
concern,  or  that  of  any  oiher  religious  or  political 
association,  he  thought  a  commendable  thing,  but 
it  was  a  private  affair  hy  which  individuals  at  their 
own  expense  undertook  to  promulgate  through  the 
country  andamongu  the  people,  their  own  peculiar 
tenets,  opinions  and  docirines;  and  all  they  asked 
of  the  Government  in  the  exercise  of  this,  iheir  un- 
doubted right,  was  proteclion  and  salety  for  their 
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persons  and  property,  from  mobs  and  anlawfal  vio- 
lence. 

Bat  he  had  seen  with  re^et  and  alarm,  Con- 
gress, as  a  public  body,  ordering  the  printinj;  of 
documeuts  and  papers  calcaiated  to  promote  the 
particalar  political  views  and  doctrines  of  indivi- 
duals or  parties  in  Congress.  It  was  true  he  had 
gone  with  the  practice  and  the  tide  in  this  matter, 
when  the  documc?nts  to  be  printed  were  those 
emanating  from  some  part  of  the  Government,  or 
from  a  committee  of  Congress,  and  were  designed 
as  the  foundation  of  legislative  action.  But  he 
thought  even  a  practice  of  that  kind. was  better  fol- 
lowed in  its  breach  than  its  observancej  but  when 
we  are  called  upon  to  print  a  foreign  document,  he 
thought  it  time  to  pause  and  reflect  on  the  nature 
and  extent  of  this  business.  Not  being  in  his  ieat 
at  the  time  it  was  moved,  in  the  new.^paper  in 
which  he  first  heard  of  this  order  the  mover  was 
made  to  say  that  *'large  as  the  number  was  he 
proposed  to  have  printed,  he  thought  he  might 
venture  to  say  in  advance  that  every  Senator  would 
have  applications  for  more  copies  than  would  fall 
to  his  share."  This  might  be  true;  but  if  those 
who  would  apply  for  the  book  really  thoHght  it 
useful  and  valuable,  they  would  purchase  it  if  in 
their  power,  at  the  price  of  a  dollar  or  two;  and  if 
this  was  the  case,  private  interest,  which  was  al- 
ways on  the  look  out,  and  was  eagle  eyed,  would 
at  once  induce  some  bookseller  to  publish  an  edi- 
tion of  this  work,  though  a  far  less  number  than 
thirty  thousand  .<«houId  be  demanded.  The  fact 
.  was,  and  he  well  knew  it,  those  public  documents 
printed  by  order  were  seldom  read;  and  he  would 
venture  to  say  on  the  present  occasion,  that  if  the 
thirty  thousand  of  these  salt  documents  should  be, 
printed,  not  one-third  of  the  members  of  Congress 
themselves  would  ever  read  one,  and  they  would 
be  read  by  a  far  less  propor'.ion  of  the  community 
at  large.  There  was  another  view  of  this  subject, 
which  s^iruck  his  mind  as  very  objectionable  to  the 
priming  of  this  document,  as  well  as  many  others 
which  had  been  ordered  by  both  Houses  of  Con- 
gress. These  orders  are  always  made  with  the 
professed  view  o»f  circulating  information  among 
the  people.  And  how  was  this  done?  We  tax 
the  people  at  large,  say  $200,000,  though  he  be- 
lieved the  books  and  printing  ordered  by  the  two 
Houses  at  the  last  session  of  Congress  would 
amount  to  a  much  larger  sum;  yet  these  documents 
and  books,  when  printed,  became,  ipso  factor  ihe 
private  property  of  the  memlers.  A  fair  division 
of  the  plunder,  he  admitted,  was  always  made. 
The  members  could  either  sell  them  or  send  them 
to  ihcir  Iriend.-^,  as  each  one  thought  best,  or  leave 
them  in  their  boarding  rooms  in  this  city,  to  be 
used  for  all  possible  purposes.  That  these  docu- 
ments were  frequently  ordered  to  be  printed  with 
an  eye  to  political  eflJeci,  he  had  no  doubt;  he  meant 
for  the  purpose  of  advancing  the  private  political 
views  of  individuals;  and  he  did  not  believe,  for 
himself,  that  the  people  would  sustain  any  gentle- 
man who  would  not  only  tell  them  the  truth,  but 
the  whole  truth,  on,  tWs  subject.  Lat  any  gentle- 
man, in  his  view,  collect  together  one  hundred 
thousand  of  his  constituents,  and  inform  them  that 
he  would  lay  and  collect  a  tax,  to  which  each 
.should  contribute  fifty  cents,  and  that  with  this 
sum  of  $50,000  he  would  cause  to  be  printed  thirty 
thousand  documents — yes,  even  these  British  docu- 
ments— and  that  he  would  select  thirty  thousand 
from  Emong  the  number,  to  whom,  should  it  suit 
his  pleasure,  he  would  bestow  as  a  gratuity,  and 
under  his  own  frank,  too,  one  copy  each,  to  be- 
come the  private  properly  of  such  individual.  He 
did  not  believe  that  any  portion  of  the  American 
people  would  consent  to  be  taxed  m  this  manner 
ai:d  for  siirh  a  purpose  as  this;  yet  sach  were  the 
U:ir.  oi'  ihe  ca'^e,  and  such  the  results  of  voting 
boi>ks  and  documents  to  ourselves.  We  tax  the 
whole  people,  and  then  put  our  hands  into  the 
public  Tri'asury;  appl>  the  tax  to  the  purchase 
of  bonks  to  disiiibuie  a>r  ong  our  friends,  which 
may  enable  them  to  sustain  us  in  all  future  elec- 
tions, by  lurnishing  arguments,  or  at  least  induce- 
ments tor  them  to  do  so.  But  it  seems  as  if  we 
had  exhausted  the  strength  of  our  own  policy,  and 
are  compelled  to  draw  upon  foreign  sources,  as  a 
foandaiiou  for  the  legislation  of  the  country.    It 


may  ail  be  right  enough  in  this  cas«,  and  at  this 
time,  but  the  example,  he  feared,  might  lead  to 
very  improper  results.  Suppose  a  majority  should 
happen  in  Congress,  or  even  in  this  branch,  who 
desired  to  introduce  into  the  country  a  foreign  sys- 
tem, or  the  practice  of  foreign  Governments,  here- 
ditflry  succession,  or  titles  of  nobility  ;  and  to  en- 
lighten the  people  as  to  the  great  benefits  which 
imagination  might  suppose  would  result  from 
such  measures,  they  might  order  the  printing  for 
distribution,  from  the  example  we  have  set,any  num- 
ber of  documents  favorable  to  such  a  scheme,  to 
prepare  the  people  to  submit  to  a  bill  which  was 
afterwards  to  be  brought  m  for  such  purpose.  He 
would  much  rather  let  the  $50,000  which  he  appre- 
hended this  printing  would  cost,  remain  in  the 
pockets  of  the  people,  to  purchase  such  books  as 
their  judgment  or  their  fancy  should  suggest.  He 
did  not  believe-  this  Government  ought  to  expend 
money  for  any  such  purpose.  There  is,  said  Mr.  M. 
another  and  still  more  pressing  objection  to  this 
order  for  printing,  because  it  comes  home  directly 
to  the  Treasury  itself,  and  to  the  means  we  have 
for  the  discharge  of  existing  just  demands  against 
the  Government.  The  extravagances  of  the  Go- 
vernment had  becomes  by-word  and  a  song,  and 
ihe  corruptions  which  such  a  .^y?ten  was  introdu- 
cing through  the  country  was  alarming.  The  as- 
tounding defalcations  which  had  lately  taken  place 
amongst  collecting  and  disbursing  agents,  which 
met  us  at  every  turn,  was,  he  considered,  a  part 
and  parcel  of  this  system  of  extravagant  and  im- 
proper appropriations  ;  and  in  these  piping  limes 
of  talking  about  economy  and  reform,  he  consider- 
ed that  our  declarations  fwere  but  in  mockery  of  our 
doings.  What,  sir,  was  the  amount  of  the  contin- 
gent expenses  of  the  other  House  of  Congress  for 
the  last  session?  $372,245  84  !  Yes,  sir,  mUy  two 
hundred  and  ieveniy'two  thousand  two  hundred  and 
forty-five  doUan  and  eighty-four  centsl  You  see,  sir, 
how  exact  and  economical  we  are;  we  go  down  to 
the  matter  of  cents.  The  contingent  expenses  of 
the  Senate,  for  the  same  session,  was  $112,992  20. 
One  hundred  and  twelve  thoxisandj  nine  hundred  and 
ninety-two  dollars  and  twenty  cents.  A  man  of 
common  sense  and  prudent  habits,  in  looking 
over  the  items  to  make  up  this  enormous  amount 
of  expenditure  for  the  mere  contingencies  of  Con- 
gress, for  one  .session,  must  feel  amazed  at  the  in- 
genuity of  man  in  devising  means  to  spend  public 
money.  $385,938  04,  the  contingent  expenses  of 
one  session  only  I  He  said  he  had  looked  hastily 
over  the  item*?,  and  he  found  $152  for  making 
pens,  $39  50  for  snuff,  and  $1,641  for  horse  hire 
for  the  House  of  Representatives,  and  $314  for  a 
hostler.  In  the  Senate,  for  the  same  hire,  $1,633, 
and  upwards.  He  would  not  say  that  he  had 
stated  the  above  amounts  with,  perfect  accuracy, 
but  the  documents  were  before  every  gentleman, 
and  he  might  examine  for  himself.  It  would  seem 
to  a  plain  and  upright  man,  who  suspected  no  evil, 
that  were  you  to  inform  him  that  this  .«um  of 
$3,274  92  cents  for  horse  hire,  and  $314  for  a  host- 
ler,was  expended  during  one  session,  that  this  Con- 
gress actually  legi^lated  for  the  greater  part  of  their 
time,  at  least,  upon  hor^c  back.  Sir,  it  is  mocke- 
ry, cruel  mockery,  to  talk  here  about  favoring  the 
laboring  class — the  agriculturists  ;  those  from 
whom  you  draw — or  extort  would  not  be  a  phrase 
too  hard— all  the  means  for  the  extravagances 
around  us;  some  thousands  of  dollars,  Mr.  Presi- 
dent, for  the  very  drapery  over  and  around  your 
chair,  while  the  iloorj  and  every  part  of  the  cham- 
ber presents  equal  extravai;ance.  The  money 
expended  yearly  within  )'our  iron  bound  enclo- 
'«.ure,  which  surrounds  your  capitol,  he  had  not 
a  doubs  was  more  than  the  yearly  expenses 
of  the  Government  of  the  Stale  in  which  he  lived; 
he  meant  the  proper  c^jarges  for  the  Government 
paid  out  of  the  State  treasury.  He  did  not  wish 
now  to  look  into  the  expenditures  of  the  public  mo- 
ney in  the  diffi-rent  departments  of  the  Government; 
that  stupenduous  m^ss  of  extravagance,  corrup- 
tion and  fraud  which  he  feared  existed,  he  left  for 
others  ro  examine;  that  there  was  something  wrong 
some  where,  all  seemed  now  to  admit;  and,  in  his 
opinion,  the  fault  was  mainly,  if  not  altogether,  to 
be  found  in  the  legislation  and  acts  of  Congress. 
He  had  confined  his  views  to  the  household  econo- 


my of  the  body,  to  their  furniture,  the  dress  of  their 
chambers,  and  their  pin  money  alone;  aod  he  hoped 
they  would  begin  the  work  of  reformation  and  re- 
trenchment at  home;  he  thought  ihey  had  "Mtfttf** 
the  people  quite  sufficient  in  this  branch  of  the  pub- 
lic expenditures  without  adding  to  the  amount 
$50,000  more  or  less  for  printing  this  salt  docs- 
ment.  He  hoped  the  motion  to  rescind  the  order 
would  prevail,  and  that  the  Senate  would  suslaia 
him  in  a  call  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  ihe  vote; 
for,  should  he  vote  alone,  he  wished  bis  name  to' 
appear  against  this  extravagant  and  extraordiaarj 
expenditureof  the  public  money. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

Mr.    M.  in    reply  to  Mr.  Benton,  said  that 
he  had  not  attended  very  closely  to  the  observa- 
tions of  the  gentleman  at  the  commencement  of  his 
argument.    After  explaining  his  views,  he  should 
feel  disposed  to  be  satisfied  with  the  dicision  of  the 
Senate;  and  it  was  not  his  habit  to  again  trouble  ;he 
House,  except  new  matter  was  brought  forward, 
or  his  remarks  were  misunderstood,  so  as  to  pro- 
duce a  misrepresentation   of  them.    Bat  be  now 
understood  the  gentleman  to  charge  those  opposed 
to  this  printing  as  being  inimical  to  a  repeal  of  the 
duty  on   salt,  and  thus  against  the  interest.sof  the 
agricultural  classes;  and  that  the  people  needed  in- 
format'on  to  judge  of  the  propriety  of  this  repeal. 
Mr.  M.  said  the  people  he  represented  understood 
very  well  their  interests  on  this  subject;  they  were 
in  favor  of  a  repeal  of  all  duties  on  articles  of  n^ 
cessity  used  by  the  great  mass  of  the  people— die 
laboring  classes — such   as  salt,  sugar,  coal,  and 
breadstuffs;  but  they  did  not  consider  the  price  of 
salt  as  onerous  or  oppressivv^.     No  one,  he  trnsted, 
who  examined  this  subject,  not  even  a  school  boj, 
could  be  made  to  believe  that  the  duty  of  five  or  six 
cents  on  a  bushel  of  imported  salt  increased  the 
price  of  the  domestic  article.   The  Western  coontrf 
could  manufacture  a  sufficient  quantity  for  their 
entire  consumption;  and  the  article  was  sold  at  u 
low  a  price  as  any  one  could  desire.    He  thought, 
he  could  not  speak  with  perfect  certainty,  that  a 
bushel  of  domestic  salt  (60  pounds)'had  been  pur- 
chased, for  years  past,  at  an  average  price  •(  fortj 
to  sixty  cents;  and  those  who  used  the  forciga  arti- 
cle, used  it  from  choice,  not  necessity;  and  be  did 
not  think  that  it  was  generally  understood  that  fifty 
pounds  of  the  foreign  article  was  more  valuable  to 
the  agricultural  class  than  the  same  quantity  of  the 
domestic.    The  farming  i merest  of  the  West,  he 
thought,  would  never  complain  of  the  price  of  salt 
while  they  could  purchase  three  pounds  of  salt  for 
one  pound  of  flour.    This  had  been  the  case  in  the 
West  for  some  time  past.     For  h'mself,  he  repelled 
the  charge  that  this,  or  any  act  of  his  in  this  body 
or  elsewhere,  was  done  with  a  view,  either  directly 
or  indirectly,  to  oppress,  or  afl^ect  injuriously,  the 
agricultural  class — a  class  amongst  which  be  had 
been  raisd,  and  lo  whom  he  belonged.    He  was 
ready  at  once,  with  the  Senator  from  Missouri,  to 
repeal  the  duty  on  salt  without  the  expense  of  this 
printing — an  amount  which  the  duty  on  all  the  salt 
used  in  the  Western  country    which   paid  duty, 
would  not  probably  pay  in  many  years  to  come. 
He  would  go  further,  and  repeal  the  duty  on  sugar, 
coal,  and  breadstuflJs,  at  once,  and  all  other  arti- 
cles, even  coarse  woollens,  which  were  used  by  the 
poor  and  laboring  class.  He  considered  some  of  these 
duties  almost  as  unjust  as  to   tax  those  classes  foe 
the  air  and  sunshine  which  fell  to  their  lo^and  if  the 
revenue  would  suffer  in  consequence  of  this  report,he 
would  increase  it  by  an  additional  duly  on  articles  of 
luxury,  taste,  and  fashion — articles  which  produced 
extravagance,  and  not  economy,  in  this  country— 
and  he  would  lay  duties  on'y  lo   meei  the  proper 
and  necessary  wants  of  th-^  Government,  but  ne- 
ver for  protection.     It  wa",   however,  said  that 
these  British  documents,  fthe  gentleman  said  that 
he  had  called  them  books  when  they  were  only  do- 
cuments, a  distinction  he  thought    without  much 
difference;)  that  these  documents  would  throw  snch 
light  on  the  subject  as  to  enable  Congress  to  pro- 
ceed correctly.   He  did  not  believe  that  we  needed 
such  light.    The  gentleman-  himself  [Mr.  Benton] 
is  fully  competent  to  afford  us  sufllcient  informa- 
tion to  enable  us  to  judge  correctly  and  joslly,  on 
this  subject  of  repeal.    Why,  then,  pay  f5O,O00  to 
printers  fur  informatioa  we  do  not  need?    It  bad 
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been  hinted  that  the  compromise  act,  so  called, 
with  i¥gard  to  the  tariff,  ought  net  now  to  be  dis- 
torbed.    He  did  not  feel  that  his  hands  were  tied 
bf  thai  act,  so  as  to  prevent  him  doio^  justice  now. 
No!  "let  justice  be  done,  though  the  heavens  them- 
i      selres  shoald  fall." 
I       He  begged  oi  gentlemen  to  pause,  and  look  back 
at  what  tbey  had   done.    The    amount  paid  for 
printiDg  had  been  enormous.    The  post  office  re- 
ports—30,000  or  more  of  that  document  had  been 
I     prioted,  at  some     forty    or  fifty  thousand  dol- 
I     lirs  cost,  with  the  view  of  enlightening  the  peo- 
:     pit  as  to  the  corruptiouR,  as  was  said,  in  that  De- 
parttneot^what  had  this   printing  donel  Furnish- 
ed a  job  for  a  printer^  and  the  whole  story  is  told. 
Toey  were  so  distributed,  he  had  heard  of  their  be- 
ing ased  as  wadding  for  cannon  fired  to  celebrate 
Denocratic  victories!    He  thought  it  an  effectual 
mode  of  distribution,  and  commended  the  inventor 
for  his  wit;  bat,  in  his  part  of  the  country,  this  do- 
eoaieai,  with  others,  under  which  the  mail  coaches 
literally  groaned,  franked  by  members  of  Congress, 
were  distributed  in  ihe  country  stores,  and  used  as 
wrapping  paper  for  tea  and  other  articles  sold  in 
f.iiall  quantities.    Another  chaiige  for  printing  had 
been  made  some  years  ago  of  |20,000  or  upwards, 
on  a  motion  of  a  Senator  from  Alabama,  to  print 
the  oorrespoDdence  and  papers  of  the  Indian  bu- 
reao.    A  Senator  near  me  says,  name  htm;  he  said 
he  bad  no  objection — the  honorable  Mr.  Moorc. 
He  believed  that  the  Senator  who  made  the  motion 
did  not,  nor  had  any  other  at  the  time,  have  an  idea 
of  the  extent  and  cost  of  tliis  work;  it  consisted,  he 
be  iered,  of  many  volnmei;  he  had  seen  a  Senator 
preseoi  hi?  arms  fall  of  them  to  the  Senate,  and  as- 
I    sert  that  the  expense  was  larceny  of  the  public  mo- 
:    ney,  a  fraud  upon  the  Treasury;  and  he  thought 
the  expression  not   too   severe  for   the    occasion. 
Thus  we  had  goae  on  printing  and  distributing  do* 
cameots  on:il  the  practice  had  become  a  serious 
drain  upon  the  Treasury,  and  almost  a  nuisance  in 
the  coQotry;  they  were  used  mostly,  not  for  infor- 
mation, but  as  weapons  of  political  warfare  by 
eoatending  parties,  and  having  exhausted  our  own 
store,  we  are  now  to  supply  the  vacuum  from  a 
foreign  country.     He  hoped  that  gentlemen,  if  they 
\    did  Dot  intend  to  pull  down  this  Administration, 
would  not  only   make  professions  of   economy, 
aad  retrenchment,  but  would  actually  reduce  it  to 
practice,  by  beginning  at  home,  here  in   Congress, 
the  very  fountain  head  from  whence  all  these 
streams  of  wasteful  extravagance  flow.      He  had 
been  reminded  that  the  farmers  of  his  own  neigh- 
borhood had  suffered  loss  in  the  sale  of  their  pork 
on  account  of  the  scarcity  and  price   of  5alt  the 
past  fall.    He  admitted  he  had  understood  that  the 
parchasers  of  pork  were  somewhat  checked,  and 
dealers  in  the  article  stood  off*  for  a  while,  under 
apprebeiMion  that  it  would  be  difficult  to  obtain  a 
sufficient  quantity  of  salt;  but  no  one  ever  dream- 
ed that  this  state  of  things  was  produced  by  the  du- 
ty on  imported  salt.    No,  sir:  we  had  abundance 
of  salt  in  the  country,  and  nothing  but  the  lowness 
of  the  waters  in  oar  rivers  prevented  a  full  supply 
10  tht  market.     He  said  he  would  admit  that  pork 
was  at  a  lower  price  now  than  it  had  been  the  last 
year,  or  was  when  the  market  first  opened;  but  he 
woald  inform  the   gentleman  of  the  cause  of  this 
change.    It  was  not  because  we  had  not  ordered  a 
saffieient  number  of  documents  te  be  printed  at  the 
public  expense;  no  such  thing:  it  was  to  the  labor 
ofthegentleman  here,  and  in  which  good  work  he 
had  afforded  all  the  aid  in  his  power;  it  was  by 
checking  the  banks  in  their  wild  career  of  bpecu la- 
lion,  and  bringing  back  the  inflated  currency  of  the 
country  to  something  like  a  reality.    The  value  of 
money  had  risen,  because  the  article  had  appeared 
something  like  it  was  of  old,  and  genuine  currency 
had  taken  the  place  of  a  fictit.ous  one;  and  what 
the  farmer  coald  obtain  for  his  pork  now,  had  the 
name  at  least  of  bemg  substantial,  not  quite  so 
djQbtful  as  formerly,  which,  like  Jonah^s  gourd, 
was  liable  to  wither  and  die  in  a  night.    Now,  sir, 
the  farmer,  with  a  good  horse,  common  industry, 
and  the  distance  not  too  great,  might  hope  to  re- 
ceive his  pay  by  obtaining  at  the  bank  the  money 
for  the  paper  he  had  received  for  his  pork.      He 
had  DO  doubt  but  the  country  wa««  much  benefitted, 
instead  of  being  injured,  by  this  change.    He  had 


convened  with  sensible  farmers  and  dealers,  who 
both  concurred  in  opinion  with  him  on  this  subject; 
who  were  ready  to  tender  their  thanks  to  the  Sena- 
tor from  Missouri  for  the  noble  stand  he  had  made 
in  their  favor,  and  he  could  assure  the  gentleman 
that  he  most  cordially  tendered  his;  but  he  could 
not  join  the  gentleman  now  in  printing  documents 
to  raise  the  price  of  pork,  because  he  did  not  see 
any  connection  whatever  between  the  two  objects; 
and  he  remained  still  of  opinion  that  the  order  for 
printing  ought  to  be  rescinded. 


REMARKS  OF  MR.  THOMAS, 
Op  Maryland. 

In  the  Tlowe  o/  RepreieniathfeSf  Thursday,  January 
3,  1839— On  the  Wisconsin  Contested  Election. 
Mr.  TFIOMAS  said  that  as  a  member  of  the  Ju- 
diciary Committee,  he  had  been  compelled,  at  a  for- 
mer session,  to  examine  very  generally  the  laws  re- 
lating to  the  Territories.  Knowing  this,  the  sitting 
delegate  from  Wisconsin  had  requested  him  to  par- 
ticipate in  this  discussion.  I  do  so,  sir,  forseeing 
that  the  opinion  I  entertain  will  not  be  sanctioned 
by  a  vote  of  the  majority  of  the  House.  The  Com- 
mittee on  Elections,  with  great  uoanimity,  has  re- 
ported in  favor  uf  the  petitioner,  and  against  the 
sitting  member,  and  there  is,  we  all  know,  a  pre- 
disposition in  may  members  to  acquiesce  in  the  de- 
cision of  a  committee.  In  this  case,  too,  we  who 
oppose  the  report  of  the  committee,  labor  under 
another  serious  disadvantage.  There  is  nothing  to 
be  gained  by  either  potitical  party  in  the  issue  of 
this  question.  And,  hence,  a  very  strorig  induce- 
ment felt  in  most  cases  for  attending  to  a  discussion 
"designed"  to  reverse  a  report  of  a  committee, 
does  not  exist  in  this  instance.  Notwithstanding 
1  have  these  reasons  to  fear  that  my  remarks  will 
not  be  very  patiently  listened  to  by  the  majority,  and 
although  i  foresee  that  defeat  awaits  us,  I  shall 
stand  up  for  what  I  think  the  right  cause. 

The  committee  in  this  case  have  failed  to  per- 
form one  of  the  most  important  objecU  for  which 
this  subject  was  referred.  They  have  not  informed 
the  Hou.se  whether  there  has  been  heretofore  a 
contest  for  a  seal  as  a  delegate  from  a  Territory, 
that  we  might  profii  by  the  opinions  of  our  prede- 
cessors. I  propose  to  supply  this  omission.  I 
will  call  the  attention  of  the  House  to  a  contested 
election,  which  gave  rise  to  an  act  of  Congress  ap- 
plicable to  the  Territory  of  Wisconsin,  and  de- 
signed, in  my  opinion,  to  guard  against  the  occui^ 
rence  of  a  contest  like  thia  now  under  conside} 
ration. 

On  the  4th  of  June,  1812,  an  act  of  Congress 
passed,  authorizing  the  citizens  of  the  Missouri 
Territory  to  elect  one  delegate  to  the  Congress  of 
the  United  States.  Nothing  was  said  in  the  act  as 
to  the  time  when  the  service  of  such  delegate 
should  commence  or  terminate.  The  power  given 
to  the  people  of  Missoari  under  this  law  was  exer- 
cised, and  Rufns  Easton,  having  been  duly  sleeted, 
look  his  seat  at  the  second  session  of  the  Thirteenth 
Congress,  and  continued  to  act  as  a  delegate 
during  that  and  the  first  session  of  the  Four- 
teenth Coiigress.  At  the  second  session  of  the 
Fourteenth  Congress,  John  Scott  appeared  and 
claimed  the  seat  as  a  delegate  from  Missouri,  he 
having  a  certificate  of  election  from  the  Grovernor 
of  the  Territory.  His  right  was  contested  by  Mr. 
Easton,  his  competitor  at  the  election,  who  main- 
tained that  the  election  had  been  illegally  conducted. 
The  House,  after  a  full  examination  of  the  whole 
matter,  ^^Resolved,  Thai  the  election  in  the  Terri- 
tory of  Missouri  has  been  illegally  conducted,  and 
the  seat  of  t^e  del^ate  from  that  Territory  is  va- 
cant." No  objection  was  urged  on  that  occasion 
to  the  right  claimed  by  Mr.  Scott  upon  the  ground 
now  taken  by  the  sitting  delegate  from  Wisconsin. 
The  law  under  which  the  delegates  from  Mis»:ouri 
had  been  elected,  contained  no  provision  like  that 
in  the  law  to  which  I  shall  presently  refer.  There 
was  nothing  to  be  found  at  that  time,  either  in  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  Slates,  or  the  laws,  de- 
fining the  term  of  a  delegate  from  a  Territory. 
The  Constitution  had  conferred  upon  Congress  the 


power  to  "make  all  needful  rules  and  regulations 
respecting  the  territory  or  other  property  belonging 
to  the  United  States."  And  in  pursuance  of  this 
authority.  Congress  had  established  a  Government  ' 
or  the  Territory  of  Mi^^^-'uri,  and  given  to  the 
citizens  therein  a  right  to  elect  a  delegate;  but  Con- 
gress had  not  declared  when  the  time  of  service  of 
such  delegate  should  either  commence  or  terminate. 
There  was  nothing  in  the  law  or  the  Constitution 
authorizing  a  delegate  to  sit  more  than  one  year,  or 
forbidding  him  to  sit  more  than  two  years,  or  five 
years,  under  one  and  the  same  election.  Upon  this 
point,  the  legislation  of  Congress  was  manifestly 
defective.  The  contest  for  a  seat  from  Missouri  di- 
rected attention  lo  this  imperfection;  and  a  law  was 
passed  to  guard  against  the  inconveniences  and  ir- 
regularities which,  without  it,  would  be  unavoida- 
ble. I  hold  that  act  now  in  my  hand.  1  invite 
the  attention  of  the  House  to  its  provisions.  It  is 
not  referred  lo  in  the  report  of  the  Committee  of 
Elections  in  this  case,  and  may  have  escaped  at- 
tention. It  was  approved  by  the  President  on  the 
3d  of  March,  1817,  fifty  days  after  the 'Missouri 
contest  had  been  disposed  of.  The  first  section, 
which  alone  relates  to  the  question  now  before  the 
House,  declares:  "That  in  every  Territory  of  the 
United  States  in  which  a  temporary  Government 
has  been,  or  hereafter  shall  be,  established,  and 
which,  by  virtue  of  the  ordinance  of  Congress  of  the 
thirteenth  of  July,  one  thousaml  seven  hundred  and 
eighty-seven,  or  of  any  subsequent  act  of  Congress, 
passed  or  to  be  passed,  now  haih,  or  hereafter  shall 
have,  the  right  to  send  a  delegate  to  Congress,  such 
delegate  shall  be  elected  every  second  year,/or  the 
same  term  of  two  years,  for  tchich  members  of  the 
House  of  RepreseniaUves  of  the  United  Slates  are 
elected.^'  Ttiis  language  is  explicit,  unequivocal. 
All  delegates  from  the  Territories  then  existing, 
or  to  be  established,  are  to  hold  their  seats  for  the 
same  term  of  two  years,  for  which  members  of  this 
House  are  electe<l.  What  i«  that  term?  When 
does  it  commence?  When  does  it  terminate? 
These  questions  are  settled  beyond  controversy.  The 
term  o(  a  member  of  this  House  commences  on  the 
4th  of  March,  and  terminates  on  the  3d  of  March 
two  years  next  succeeding.  Wiihin  those  periods, 
wlienever  the  Congress  assembles,  of  which  an  indi- 
daal  is  a  duly  elected  member,  he  lakes  his  seat  in 
the  body.  By  the  act  of  1817,  these  privileges  are 
extended  to  the  delegates  from  all  ihp  Territories 
.  then  existing,  or  to  be  established.  They  have  a 
right  to  sit  in  the  Congress  of  ^hich  they  are 
duly  elected  memb^s  whenever  it  assembles 
between  the  fourth  of  March,  when  its  terra  com- 
mences, and  the  third  of  that  March,  when  its  term 
ends.  I  am  aware,  sir,  that  ihere  is  another  act  of 
Congress,  concerning  the  delegate  from  Wiscon- 
sin, to  be  taken  into  consideration.  But  upon  an 
examination  of  its  provisions,  it  will  be  found  "that 
they  do  not  conflict  with  those  of  the  act  of  1817. 
It  still  stands  upon  the  statute  book,  unaltered,  not 
repealed  by  subsequent  legislation,  so  far  as  Wis-^ 
cousin  is  concerned;  and  must  be  considered,  as  it 
was  obviou?ly  intended  to  be,  as  a  fundamental 
law  for  all  the  Territories.  That  the  Hous.?  may 
judge  of  the  accuracy  of  this  opinion,  I  will  read 
that  part  of  the  law  to  which  I  allude.  It  is  an  act 
pasjied  on  the  20ih  of  April,  lt?36,  "establishing 
the  Territorial  Government  of  Wis,consin."  The 
fourteenth  section  of  the  act  alone  relates  to  the  de- 
legate lo  this  House,  and  declares,  "That  a  delegate 
to  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United 
States,  to  serve  for  the  term  of  two  years,  may  be 
elected  by  the  voters  qualified  to  elect  members  of 
the  Legislative  Assembly,  wwo  shall  be  entitled  lo 
the  same  rights  and  privileges  as  have  been  granted 
to  the  delegates  from  the  several  Territories  of  the 
United  States  to  the  said  House  of  Representa- 
tives." 

There  does  not  appear  lo  be  anv  I.  ing  here  re- 
pealing or  modifying  the  act  of  1317.  On  ihe  con- 
trary, this  section  seems  to  have  been  framed  with 
a  knowletJge  of  the  exiiitence  of  that  fundamental 
lau;  otherwise,  ihe  member  who  drafted  this  sec- 
tion would  be  chargeable  with  gro5S  negligence.  It 
does  not  attempt  to  define  the  term  for  which  the 
delegate  shall  be  chosen.  He  is  lo  serve  for  the 
term  of  two  years;  but  it  is  not  said  when  that  term 
is  to  begin  or  end.    We  must  look  elsewhere  for 
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fhaH  and  to  aid  us  in  the  search,  this  law  ot'  1836, 
in  the  section  I  have  just  read,  declares  that  the 
delegate  "shall  be  entitled  to  the  same  rights  and 
privileges  as  have  been  granted  to  the  delegates 
from  the  several  Territories/'  Now,  what  are 
tl  ojse  rights  and  privileges?  Where  are  they  to  be 
foand?  We  must  not  look  for  them  in  the  act 
creating  the  Michigan  Territory,  nor  to  the  act  esta- 
blishing Iowa.  Those  are  special  acts,  confined  to 
those  Territories  respectively;  and  as  we  are  in 
search  of  rights  and  privileges  which  have  been 
granted  to  tb«  delegates  from  the  several  Territories 
of  the  United  States,  we  must  look  to  some  greneral 
fandamental  law  applicable  to  all  the  Territories. 
That  law  we  find  in  the  act  of  the  3d  of  Mnrch, 
1817,  passed  to  correct  an  inconvenience  and  irre- 
gularity growing  out  of  careless  legislation  in  the 
case  of  the  Missouri  Territory,  and  intended  to 
guard  against  the  possibility  of  a  contest  such  as 
that  the  House  is  now  considering. 

There  is  language  to  be  found  in  another  sec- 
tion of  the  act  of  1636,  establishing  a  Territorial 
Government  for  Wisconsin,  that  may  be  relied  on 
in  maintenance  of  the  opinion  thai  the  provisions 
of  the  act  of  1817,  which  we  have  been  considering, 
are  not  applicable  to  that  Territory.  In  the  12th 
section  of  that  law,  it  is  declared  that  "  the  said  in- 
habitants shall  also  be  entitled  to  all  the  rights,  pri- 
vileges, and  immunities,  heretofore  granted  and  se- 
cured to  the  Territory  of  Michigan,  and  to  its  inha- 
hitanti^;  and  the  existing  laws  of  the  Territory  of 
Michigan  shall  be  extended  over  said  Territory,  to 
far  as  the  same  ihall  not  be  incompatible  wUh  the  provi' 
sions  of  this  ae<."  In  one  of  the  laws  of  Michigan, 
(act  16ih  February,  1819,)  there  is  a  section  direct- 
ing the  Governor  of  that  Territory  to  furnish  to  the 
delegate  elect  a  certificate  of  his  election,  and  de- 
claring that  such  delegate  shall  be  entitled  to  a  seat 
in  Congress  "for  the  term  ef  two  years  from  the 
date  of  said  certificate;''  and  it  is  contended  that 
this  law  of  Michigan  has,  by  the  provisions  of  the 
]2ih  section  of  the  act  of  1836,  been  extended  over 
Wisconsin.  A  moment's  examination  must  show 
the  fallacy  of  such  an  opinion.  The  12th  section 
of  the  act  of  1836,  relat«>s  to  the  inhabitants  of  the 
Territory.  In  it  their  rights  and  privileges  are  de-, 
fined;  but  in  the  14th  section  of  the  same  law,  we 
are  to  look  for  the  rights  and  privileges  of  the  dele- 
gate, and  we  there  find  that  they  are  as  great,  and 
not  greater,  than  those  granted,  not  to  the  delegate 
from  Michigan,  but  "  to  the  delegates  from  iheseveral 
Territoriesof  theUnitedStates."Moreover,in  the  12ih 
section  oftheactof  1836,we  have  the.«e  words:  Speak- 
ing of  the  laws  of  Michigan,  it  is  said  that  they 
shall  be  extendetl  over  Wisconsin  "so  far  as  the 
same  shall  not  be  incompatible  with  the  provisions 
of  this  act."  Take,  then,  both  these  sections  pf 
the  act  of  1836  into  consideration,  adopting  a  well 
established  rule  of  construction,  and  let  us  see 
what  is  the  conclusion  to  be  necessarily  reached. 
The   law  of  Michigan  gave  to  the  delegate  from 

-  that  Territory  a  right  to  a  term  in  Congress  for 
two  years  from  the  date  of  the  Governor's  certifi- 
cate. The  fourteenth  section  of  the  act  of  1836 
confers  expressly  upon  the  delegate  from  Wiscon- 
sin the  ri^ht  to  a  term  in  Congress  like  that  secured 
to  the  delegates  from  the  several  Territories  of  the 
United  Stales.  The  twelfih  section  of  the  act  cf 
1836  extends  over  Wisconsin  all  the  laws  of  Michi- 
gan *^not  incompatible  ioith  provisions''^  of  that  act. 
The  duration  of  the  lerm  in  the  law  of  Michigan  dif- 
fers from, and  is  "incompatible"  with  the  duration  of 
the  term  in  tlie  twelfih  section  of  the  act  relaiinsj 
to  Wisconsin,  and  is  not,  therefore,  extended  over 

^    said  Territory. 

flivin?  assii^ned  these  reasons  for  believing  that 
the  act  of  1817  is  a  fuiidamcntal  law  applicable  to 
the  Territory  of  Wisconsin;  that  it  has  not  been 
rep^aletl  or  altered  by  the  act  of  1836;  and  having  ' 
stated  why  1  believe  that  the  two  years'  term  of 
service,  to  which  the  delegate  from  Wisconsin  has 
a  right  in  the  present  Con?res.s,  commences  and 
terminates  at  the  same  periods  with  the  terms  of 
the  members  from'  the  several  Slates,  I  will  next 
inquire  whether  General  Jokes  is  entitled  to  hold 
the  seat  h(*  now  occupies  to  the  close  of  the  present 
session.  lie  was  elected  by  the  people  of  Wis- 
consin in  October,  1836.    About  the  siune  time  the 


members  of  this  House  from  Ohio  and  Pennsyl- 
vania were  chosen.  As  their  rights  to  seats  are 
not  contested,  it  will,  not  be  pretended  that  he  has 
no  right  because  the  electi^^n  was  held  in  Wircon- 
sin  before  the  term  of  service  was  to  commence. 
He  appeared  here  at  ihe  first  session  of  the  present 
Congress,  was  qualified  according  to  the  established 
forms  of  our  proceedings,  and  took  his  seat.  The 
House  did  not  adopt  a  formal  resolution  declaring 
that  he  was  entitled  to  sit  therein  as  a  delegate  to  the 
25th  Congress  from  Wisconsin;  but  this  was  done 
in  effect.  He  was  called  upon  by  the  presiding  offi- 
cer, as  the  other  members,  to  take  the  oath  of  office, 
and  we  sat  by  and  witnessed  the  proceeding,  assent- 
ing thereto  as  fully  as  we  could  have  done  by  a 
viva  voce  vote.  The  House  was  engaged  in  the 
exercise  of  that  high  power  derived  from  the  "fifth 
section  and  first  article  of  the  Constitution."  We 
were  judging  of  "the  elections,  returns  and  qualifi- 
cations" of  the  members.  And  we  decided  that 
George  W.  Jones  was  duly  elected  a  del*»gate 
from  Wisconsin,  and  acquiesced  in  his  appearance 
amongst  us  to  take  his  seat  as  such.  We  adjudged 
that  he  was  duly  qualified.  Such  being  the  facts, 
I  am  at  some  loss  to  conjecture  in  what  part  of 
the  Constitution,  in  what  law,  or  in  what  usage  is 
to  be  found  the  power  to  adopt  a  resolution  declar- 
ing that  J.  B.  Doty  is  entitled  to  a  seat  in  this 
House  as  a  delegate  from  Wisconsin.  There  can- 
not be  two  delegates  from  one  Territory  in  Con- 
gress at  the  same  time.  For  the  power  to  admit 
Mr.  Doty,  I  have  examined  the  report  of  the 
Committee  of  Elections,  but  I  find  nothing  there 
to  .satisfy  my  mind.  In  that  report  I  find  much  to 
prejudice  and  bewilder  the  judgment,  which  ought 
not  to  have  been  introduced.  It  serves  not  to  en- 
lighten, but  to  confuse.  We  arc  there  there  told 
that  if  Gen.  Jones  is  permitted  to  occupy  this  seat 
until  the  present  session  closes,  he  will  have  been  a 
member  of  Congress  for  three  regular  sessions  un- 
der one  election.  If  this  were  true,  what  possible 
influence  should  it  have  upon  the  judgments  of  nen 
sitting  here  as  a  judicial  tribunal.?  We  are  not  to 
decide  whether  Gen.  Jones  sat  in  the  lost  Congress 
with  or  without  legal  authority.  Each  Congress  is 
to  judge  of  the  election  and  qualifications  of  its  own 
members.  If  the  last  Congress  decided  that  Gen .  Jones 
was  entitled  to  take  seat  therein  as  a  delegate,  and 
erred  in  that  decision,  can  we  correct  that  error 
by  usurping  a  power  to  dismiss  him  now,  if  he 
be  entitled  to  this  seat?  That  he  is  so  entitled, 
we  have  already  decided  at  the  first  session  of  this 
Congress;  wa  said  that  he  is  duly  elected  a  mem- 
ber of  the  25th  Congress,  and  this  decision  gave 
him  a  title  to  be  in  his  se.it  whenever  the  25th 
Congress  is  in  session.  But,  sir,  I  maintain  that 
he  was  not  duly  qualified  as  a  delegate  to  the  24th 
Congress  from  Wisconsin.  He  had  been  elected 
as  a  delegate  to  the  21th  Congress,  fiom  Michigan. 
Under  that  election,  he  appeared,  and  was  qualified 
a»  the  first  session  of  that  Congress.  Michigan  did 
not  come  into  the  Union  until  January,  1837,  sub- 
sequent to  the  time  when  General  Jones  took  the 
oath  as  a  delegate  from  Wisconsin.  The  oath  of 
office  was  therefore  void.  He  could  not  be  a  re- 
presentative from  two  Territories  at  one  and  the 
same  moonent,  and  being  a  qualified  delegate  fropi 
Michigan  at  the  second  session  of  the  last  Congress, 
he  could  not,  without  re'signing  that  office,  legally 
qualify  and  take  another.  But,  I  again  ask,  what 
have  ifiese  irregular  proceedings  to  do  with  the  ques- 
tion now  to  be  decided?  We  are  now  called  upon 
to  construe  law?.  We  are  actins^  judicially;  and 
whether  the  last  Congress  acted  right  or  not,  is  a 
question  which  we  need  not  now  debate.  Instead 
of  attempting  to  rectify  the  errors  of  our  predeces- 
sor;, wc  should  be  guarding  against  error  in  our- 
selves. We  have  the  laws,  we  have  the  Constitu- 
tion, before  us.  We  are  acting  as  sworn  judges  in 
the  premises,  and  have  simply  to  dtcide  this  ques- 
tion according  to  the  dictates  of  an  unbiased  reason. 
I  know  well  that  I  and  those  who  concur  with  me 
in  these  views  arc  to  be  fonnd  in  a  minority.  But 
minorities  have  no  terrors  for  me.  Tho  e  acts  of 
my  political  life  to  which  I  recur  with  most  pride  and 
pleasure,  were  when  I  had  few,  very  few,  indeed,  to 
countenance  heartily  the  proceeding.  I  belong  not 
to  that  class  of  men  who  are  "preserved  from 
shame"  only  "  by  numbers  on  their  aide," 


SPEECH  OF  MR   BENTON, 
Of  Missouri, 
In  SenaU,  Fridtnf,  January  4,  1839-JOn  the  gradiu- 

tioB  bill,  and  in  reply  to  Mr.  H.  Cur*s  attacb 

upon  General  Jaclcson. 

Mr.  BENTON  rose,  in  conseqaence  of  the  end- 
less attacks  made  upon  an  eminent  citizen,  now  re- 
tired from  public  life,  and  seeking  repose  ander  his 
own  vine,  and  by  the  side  of  his  own  fire,  but  for 
whom,  it  would  seem,  there  was  to  be  no  peaee  on 
this  side  of  the  grave.    He  alluded  to  the  late  Pre- 
sident of  the  United  States,  General  Jackson,  and 
to  the  repeated  instances  m  which  his  name  had 
been  dragged  into  this  debate,  and  tyranny  and 
mischief  attributed  to  him  foi  his  oonduet  in  rela- 
tion to  the  act  for  the  distribution  ef  the  proceed!  of 
the    public    lands.    That  conduct  had   been  de- 
nounced as  tyrannical  and  nncoostiiutional,  and  to 
it  had  been  attributed  all  the  late  moneyed  embar- 
rassments of  the  country.    The  Senator  from  Ken- 
tucky [Mr.  Clit]  is  the  author  of  these  deaancia- 
tions,  and  also  the  author  of  the  bills,  for  there 
were  two  of  them,  the  loss  of  which  he  so  Bachd^ 
p  lores,  and  for  the  want  of  which  he  has  seen  so 
much  evil  arise.    I,  said  Mr.  B.  was  the  cotenpo- 
rary  of  these  bills.    I  knew  their  character  and 
their  fate;  I  saw  their  birth  and  their  death,  and 
great  and  numerous  as  are  the  acts  which  Ktaap 
the    character  of    a  hero-statesman  on  Qenenl 
Jackson,  there  are  none  which  exalt  him  more  than 
his  conduct  in  relation  to  these  very  bills.    It  was 
wise,  patriotic,  constitutional  and  heroic  eondoet 
He  had  the  wisdom  to  see  the  pernicions  natareof 
these  bills;  he  had  the  constitutional  right  to  arrest 
them;  and  he  had  the  heroism  to  exercise  that  right 
The  bills  were  of  the  most  seductive  character,  thej 
were  calculated  to  seduce  all  unreflecting  minds; 
for  they  proposed  a  distribution,  among  the  people, 
of  near  sixty  or  seventy  millions  of  dollars.   The 
distribution  would  have  left  the  Treasury  ban- 
would  have  bankrupted  the  deposite  bank»— might 
have   debauched  the  States— would    ha?e  com- 
pelled a    resort  to    loans  or    a   new  tariff— and 
would    have    set    the   fatal   example   of  lavish- 
ing   the   public  money,   and  the    public  proper- 
ty, upon  the  people  on  the  eve  of  the  Prtstdeniial 
elections.    The  first  bill  passed  the  two  Houses  in 
1832,  just  before  the  Presidential  election,  and  so 
near  the  end  of  the  session  of  Congress  that  the 
President  had  but  a  few  hours,   instead  of  the  ten 
days  which  the   Constitution  allowed  him,  to  ex- 
amine its  provisions,  to  make  up  his  mindnpoitil, 
and  to  return  it  to  the  Senate  with  his  objeclionx 
in  writing,  if  disapproved  by  him.    It  was  retained 
by  him  the  ten  days,  as  he  had  a  dear  constitution- 
al right  to  do;  Congress  did  not  think  proper  to  pro- 
long its  session  to  cover  those  ton  days,  as  it  niigbi 
have  done;  for  it  was  the  session  whose  duration 
was  not  limited  by  the  Constitution;  and  the  two 
Houses  having  adjourned,  he  retained  the  bill  un- 
til the  next  session,   and  then    returned  it  to  the 
House  in  which  it  originated  with  his  objections  to 
it.    This  was  the  regular  course  prescribed  by  the 
Constitution,  and,  thanks  to   the  spirit  andititelli- 
gence  of  the  people,  it  wus  the  course  sanctioned 
and  approved  by  them.     Instead  of  being  excited 
against  the  patriot  Presi lent  by  an  affected  outcry 
against  "pocketing  Wto,"  and  by  a  per  capita  calcn- 
lation  of  the  money  each  voter  had  lf>st,  so  oBtentft- 
tiously  paraded  before  their  eyes— instead  of  being 
excited  against  General  Jacl^on  by  those  means, 
and  made  to  cast  their  votes  against  him,  the  higit 
minded  people  of  our  America  approved  his  con* 
duct,  and  testified  iheir  approbation  in  the  distin- 
guished honor  of  his  second  election.    This  was  the 
late  of  the  first  bill.     It  was  to  have  taken  the 
whole  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  public  lands  for 
five  years— the    years  1833,-'34,-'36,-'36,-'37- 
and  divided  them  among  the  States;  leaving  the 
Treasury  entirely  dependent  upon  the  custom-hoose 
duties  for  its  support,  which   many  then  saw,  and 
experience  has  since  proved,  would  be  wholly  in- 
adequate, without  a  resort  to  a  new  tariff,  loans,  or 
Treasury  notes,  to  defray  the  ordinary  expenses  of 
the  Government! 

The  second  bill  was  a  duplicate  of  the  first,  but 
four  years  its  junior  in  poial  of  lime:  it  did  not 
come  on  until  the  approach  of  the  Presideaiiai 
election  in  1836,  bat  was  mstde  to  coyer  the  aime 
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amaberor  years,  and  the  same  identical  years, 
which  were  covered  by  the  fiist  one.  To  dp  this, 
it  was  necessary  to  make  this  second  bill  relroact — 
fliake  it  reach  back,  and  exact  from  the  Treasury 
as  mach  money  as  the  first  bill  would  have  taken 
oQt  of  it  op  to  that  time,  and  then  for  as  many 
more  years  as  would  complete  the  original  five. 
In  fact,  it  was  the  same  bill,  in  tvtry  particular, 
with  the  soperadditiott  of  the  signal  aggravation  of 
beiag  retroactive,  and  getting  hold  of  three  years^ 
revenoe  from  the  lands  for  a  grand  disiribation  on 
the  eve  of  the  approaching  Presidential  election. 
This  was  i|ie  character  of  the  second  bill;  and  this 
charM:ler  is  too  important  and  too  necessary  to  be 
luidersiODd  by  the  people  for  their  knowledge  of  it 
to  rest  upon  description.  They  most  see  it !  They 
Bust  see  the  thing  itself,  and  know  of  iheir  own 
knowledge  what  it  was  that  fell,  for  fall  it  did,  be- 
fore the  stem  resolve  of  General  Jackson;  and  the 
loss  of  which  is  now  deplored  as  a  national  cala- 
aiity.  The  people  must  see  it;  and  here  it  is  in  the 
book  of  the  bills  of  the  Senate,  which  I  have  this 
moaettt  sent  a  messenger  to  bring  me  from  the  of- 
liee  of  the  Secretary.  It  is  entitled  "^n  ael  lo  divide 
mumgihe  S/oiea,  foralimUed  timCf  the  proeeede  nf 
tiu  mite  9fihejniHie  lands,"  ^c;  and  the  signature 
of  the  then  Secretary  of  the  Senate,  Walter  Low rte, 
esq.  attests  that  it  passed  this  body  on  the  12th  day 
of  May,  1836.  I  read  from  the  third  and  fourth 
sections,  which  show  the  parts  which  are  material 
10  the  present  inquiry. 

"Sec  3  Jtnd  be  it  further  enMcUd,  That  the  se- 
veral sum&  of  mraey  received  in  the  Treasury  as 
the  net  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  public  lands 
for  the  years  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty- 
three,  eigihteen  hundred  and  thirty*foar,  and 
eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-five,  shall  be  paid 
aBd  dtsliibnted  as  aforesaid,  at  the  Treasury  of  the 
Uatted  Stales,  one-fonith  part  on  the  first  day  of 
Jaly  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-six,  and  one- 
foorth  part  at  the  end  of  each  ninety  days  there- 
after, until  the  whole  is  paid;  and  those  which  shall 
be  received  for  the  years  eighteen  hundred 
aad  thirty-six  and  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty- 
aefen,  shall  also  be  paid  at  Ihe  Treasury  half 
yearly,  on  the  first  day  of  July  and  January, 
in  each  of  those  years,  to  such  person  or  persons 
as  the  mpeeiive  Legislatures  of  the  said  States 
shall     authorize    and     direct     to     receive    the 


"Sac  4.  ^nd  he  U  fwrther  enacted,  That  this 
act  shall  continue  and  be  in  force  until  the  thirty- 
first  day  of  December,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  thirty-seven,  unless  the  United  States  shall  be- 
come involved  in  war  with  any  foreign  power,  in 
which  event,  from  the  commencement  of  hostili- 
ties, this  act  shall  cease,  and  be  no  longer  in 
force." 

These  are  the  sections  of  the  act  of  1836— the 
act  which  sunk  before  the  firm  resolve  of  President 
Jackson— sunk  before  bws  resolve'  for  it  died  un- 
der his  known  opinion  in  respect  to  it,  and  without 
haviog  reached  his  hand.  It  was  the  copy  of  the 
one  which  be  had  retained,  and.  which  he  had  re- 
tamed  with  his  objections.  It  was  known  to  be 
useless  to  send  it  toliim  unless  there  was  a  majori- 
ty of  two-thirds  for  it  in  each  House.  Such  a  ma- 
jority could  not  be  conciliated;  and  the  bill,  after 
becoming  an  act  of  the  Senate,  died  out  in  the 
House  of  JElepresentatives,  and  was  succeeded  by 
another  act  in  the  Senate  to  accomplish  a  part  of 
its  purpose;  namely,  the  bill  to  distribute,  under  the 
aame  of  a  deposile,  thirty-six  millions  of  public 
moneys  among  the  States.  Tnis  latter  became  a 
hw;  it  was  only  about  one-half  the  magnitade  of 
its  pcedecessor  and  progenitor,  the  five  years'  land 
revenue  distribution  bill.  It  was  only  half  the 
nagputude  of  that  bill;  but  the  one-half  of  it,  even, 
was  enough  to  crush  the  great  deposile  banks. 

I  was  one  of  a  few  who  opposed  all  three  of 
these  bitta;  and  especially  I  opposed  the  one  from 
which  two  sections  have  just  been  read,  and  for 
the  loss  of  which  Oeneial  Jackson  has  been  so  in- 
eontinently  denounced  on  this  floor,  and  for  the 
want  of  which  so  many  evils  have  been  asserted  to 
have  arisen.  I  join  issue  upon  these  assertions,  I 
dsBOUBoe  this  bill  now,  as  I  did  when  it  was  on  its 
e,  as  a  bill  that  would  hure  bankrupted  the 


deposite  banks,  and  bankrupted  the  Treasury,  and 
laid  the  Government  under  the  necessity  of  reviv- 
ing the  laiuff,  or  borrowing  money  to  defray  its  or- 
dinaiy  daily  and  current  expenses.  These  were 
my  declarations  then,  when  the  bill  was  on  its  pas- 
sage in  May,  1836;  and  I  expressed  myself  with 
such  earnestness  with  respect  to  the  danger  to  the 
banks  and  the  Treasury,  that  a  member  of  the  Se- 
nate and  a  friend  now  present,  suggested  that  they 
would  alarm  the  country  if  published  as  delivered; 
and,  in  consequence,  the  speech  was  but  partially 
and  imperfectly  reported.  The  bill  died  in  the 
House  of  Representatives;  it  never  became  a  law; 
I  was  satisfied,  and  should  never  have  troubled  the 
Senate  and  the  country  with  a  revival  of  the  sub- 
ject, had  it^not  been  now  revived  by  the  author  of 
the  bill,  for  the  purpose  of  attribudng  to  it  a  vast 
merit,  and  for  the  purpose  of  reiterating  upon  Ge- 
neral Jackson  an  oft-repeated  denunciation.  The 
defunct  bill  is  resuscitated  by  its  author — resusci- 
tated to  claim  our  sympathies,  as  a  measure  of  be- 
neficence to  the  country,  and  to  excite  our  resent- 
ment against  General  Jackson,  as  the  destroyer  of 
so  fine  a  measare!  Revived,  resuscitated,  dug  up 
from  its  grave  in  this  manner,  and  for  these  pur- 
poses, it  becomes  a  legitimate  subject  for  parlia- 
mentary animadversion;  and  I  mean  to  advert  upon 
it  freely,  closely,  and  truly,  that  the  country  may 
not  only  see  what  it  is  they  are  called  upon  to  re- 
gret, and  to  censure  General  Jackson  for  destroy- 
ing, but  also  to  enable  all  men  who  are  of  ^^  sound 
mind  and  mcmoryt"  to  judge  for  themselves  what 
this  country  would  come  to  if  its  destinies  were  in 
the  hands  of  the  friends  and  supporters  of  suck  a 
biU! 

I  now  address  myself  to  the  candor  and  intelli- 
gence of  all  parties,  in  this  chamber  and  out  of  it, 
and  invoke  their  attention,  and  the  decision  of  tlieir 
minds,  on  the  case  which  will  be  presented.  The 
bill,  in  its  third  ^section,  provides  first  for  the  distri- 
bution of  the  money  which  had  been  received 
from  the  sales  of  the  public  lands  for  the  three  pre- 
ceding years,  and  which  money  had  already,  in 
great  part,  been  expended  by  the  Government!  It 
ordered  the  amounts  received  from  the  lands  in  the 
years  1833,  ^34,  and  '35,  to  be  divided  out;  the  di- 
vision to  commence  on  the  first  day  of  July  next 
ensuing,  and  to  be  accomplished  in  four  instal- 
ments, at  ninety  days  apart.  This  wa»one  clause 
of  the  bill,  and  the  amount  on  which  it  wouk)  have 
operated  was  |33,583,889;  that  is  to  say,  the  sum 
of  13,967,662  for  1833;  the  sun. of  #4,857,600  for 
1834;  and  the  sum  of  |14,757,460  for  1835.  This 
would  have  made  the  sum  of  nearly  six  millions, 
in  round  numbers,  payable  out  of  the  Treasury  at 
intervals  of  ninety  days;  to  wit,  on  the  first  days 
of  July,  October,  January,  and  April.  The  whole 
Fum  of  twenty-three  millions  and  a  half  would 
have  been  payable  in  the  shart  space  ot  about  nine 
months,  and  that  in  addition  to  thirty-one  millions 
which  would  be  required  for  the  service  of  the  Go» 
vemment  during  the  smme  year.  So  much  for  one 
branch  of  the  distribution  clause.  The  second 
branch  of  it  ordered  the  proceeds  of  the  land  sales 
for  the  years  1836  and  1837  to  be  also  divided  out, 
but  by  a  half  yearly,  instead  of  quarterly,  process. 
The  first  payment  was  to  be  made  on  the  first  of 
July  ensuing,  being  the  same  day  on  which  the 
quarterly  payments  began;  the  second  was  to  be 
made  on  the  first  of  January,  1837,  being  the  same 
day  on  which  the  third  quarterly  piayment  became 
due;  the  third  half  payment  was  to  be  made  on 
the  fir$t  of  Jolv,  1837;  and  the  fourth  on  the  first 
of  January,  1838.  Now  what  is  the  amount  which 
this  second  branch  of  the  distribution  clause  would 
have  diverted  from  the  Treasury,  and  in  what 
time?  Sir,  Ihe  amount  would  have  been  J31,- 
653,*)80,  and  the  time  would  have  been  eighteen 
months!  Such  would  have  been  the  amoant  paya- 
ble in  that  short  time;  for  the  sales  of  the  lands  in 
1836  were  $24,877,179,  and  for  1837  they  were 
$6,776,236,  and  this  in  addition  to  the  sum  required 
for  the  service  of  the  Government  in  1837,  which 
was  thirty-nine  millions  of  dollars.  The  whole 
amount  which  would  have  been  required  for  dislri- 
buiion  between  the  first  of  July,  1836,  and  the  first 
of  January,  1838,  would  have  been  $55,336,360; 
and  the  service  of  the  Government  for  the  same 
time  would  have  required  just  about  as  much 


more.  A  table  of  dates  and  sums  will  show  the 
amount  and  distribution  of  these  enormous  calls 
for  money. 
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This  table  exhibiu  the  detail  and  the  gross  of  the 
amounts  which  wonld  have  been  taken  (rom  the 
Treasury  in  eighteen  months,  if  the  land  bill  of 
1836  had  passed,  with  the  detail  and  the  gross  also 
of  what  was  actually  required  for  the  service  of 
the  Government  for  the  same  time.  They  amount, 
in  round  numbers,  to  $55,000,000  for  distribution, 
and  $55,000,000  lor  the  support  of  Governmeot; 
in  all  $110,000,000 !  Now,  sir,  how  was  the  Trea- 
sury to  stand  this  enormous  call?  It  could  not 
have  stood  it  all !  It  could  not  have  stood  the  first 
pull — the  first  seventeen  and  a  quarter  millions  for 
distribution,  and  seven  and  three  quarters  for  the 
public  service,  which  would  have  been  required  on 
the  first  day  of  July,  1836.-  It  would  have  failed 
at  that  payment;  and  so  I  declared,  and  in  my  own 
opinion,  demonstrated  at  that  time;  and  so  the 
event  proved,  when  the  deposile  act  passed,  and 
substituted  a .« mailer  and  later  distribution.  This 
deposile  act  passed  in  June  of  1836;  it  began 
to  take  effect  in  January,  1637;  it  proposed 
to  divide  out  but  thirty-six  millions  of  dol- 
lars, and  that  by  nine  millions  ^at  a  time, 
and  to  commence  the  distribution  six  months 
later  than  the  land  bill  proposed;  and  yet 
what  was  the  resuh?  Tiie  result  was  the  stop* 
page  of  the  principal  deposite  banks,  and  all  the 
rest  of  the  banks  within  five  months,  after  the  dis- 
tribution began  to  take  effect !  The  deposite 
banks  made  the  first  distribution  in  January; 
they  nearly  sunk  under  the  second  instalment  in 
April;  they  were  unable  to  meet  the  third  one  in 
July,  and  closed  th«ir  doors  in  May;  and,  while 
several  causes  contributed  to  the  result,  yet  it  must 
never  be  forgotten  that  the  committee  of  the  New 
York  banks,  where  the  stoppage  began,  in  enume- 
rating the  four  principal  causes  for  that  event, 
placed  at  the  head  of  those  causes,  the  operation 
of  the  DEPOSITE  OR  DISTRIBUTION  act  of 
June,  1836 !  Thus  experience  proved  that  the  de- 
posite banks  could  not  stand  a  distribution  of  thirty- 
six  millions,  commencing  six  months  later  than 
the  proposed  land  bill  distribution,  and  made  iiK 
qnarierly  instalments  of  only  nine  millions  at  a 
time.  How  then  could  they  have  stood  a  distribu- 
tion of  fifty-five  millions,  commencing  six  months 
earlier,  and  the  first  instalment  amounting  to 
seventeen  and  a  quarter  millions?  The  thing  was 
trnpossible-,  it  could  noi  be  done;  and  that  was  so 
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evident  to  me  that  I  proclaimed  it,  and  reiterated 
my  opinion  on  this  floor  in  language  too  strong,  in 
the  judgment  of  some  of  my  friends,  to  be  allowed 
to  go  to  the  country,  and  what  was  that  opinion 
'bottomed  upon?  Upon  the  fact  known  to  us  all, 
aud  by  me  repeated  a  thousand  times,  that  what 
was  called  a  surplus  of  forty  inillions  in  the  Trea- 
sury, was  a  mere  DELUSION;  that  the  money,  in 
point  of  fact,  was  NOT  in  the  deposile  banks; 
that  it  had  been  LENT  out;  ihat  Congress  nad 
sanctioned  and  instigated  the  LENDING,  by 
requiring  interest  from  the  banks  for  its  USE; 
that,  instead  of  being  in  the  banks  it  was  in  the 
hands  of  merchants,  traders,  dealers,  manufac- 
turers, mechanics,  speculators,  and  others;  that 
the  banks  had  USED  it  with  the  knowledge  of 
Congress,  and  with  the  implied  contract  and  fair 
understanding  of  having  the  USE  of  it  till  gradual- 
ly called  for  on  account  of  the  public  service;  and, 
that,  to  call  for  all  this  money  in  masses,  and  al- 
most without  notice  (for  the  iirst  payment  would 
have  begun  as  iioon  as  the  bill  could  have  been 
pas-sed)  was  to  COMPEL  THE  LARGE  DEPO- 
SITE  BANKS  TO  CHOOSE  BETWEEN  STOP- 
PING PAYMENT  THEMSELVES,  OR  DE- 
STOYING  THIR  DEBTORS.  All  this  was 
so  plain  to  me  that  it  was  amazing,  incompre- 
hensible, and  almost  incredible  that  any  person 
coHld  avoid  seeing  the  same.  Yet  this  is  the  mea- 
sure, the  loss  of  which  we  are  called  upon  to  de- 
plore! This  is  the  measure,  the  patriotic  resist- 
ance of  which,  by  General  Jackson,  is  denounced 
as  an  act  of  tyranny!  This  is  the  measure,  then 
believed  to  be  irresistibly  popular,  now  known  to  be 
heartily  condemned  by  every  considerate  man! 
This  is  the  measure  before  which  GeneralJackson, 
and  all  its  opponents  were  expected  to  be  prostra- 
ted; (and  before  which  they  were  williog  to  have 
been  proitralf^d  if  such  had  been  the  penalty  of  ad- 
herencc  to  their  principles;)  this  is  the  measure 
Tviiicb,  like  the  consular  distributions  of  grain,  and 
money,  and  public  lands,  among  the  voters  in  the 
degenerate  days  of  the  Roman  Republic,  was  ex- 
pected to  purchase  the  suffrages  of  all  the  people! 
Greneral  Jackson  and  his  friends,  myself  one  of 
them,  did  what  they  believed  was  right,  in  resist- 
ing this  measure,  without  regard  to  consequences 
personal  to  themselves.  They  resisted  the  colossal 
distribution  of  fifty-five  millions  of  money.  They 
threw  themselves  upon  the  intelligence,  the  patri- 
otism, and  the  candor  of  their  fellow  countrymen; 
and  the  event  has  proved  that  ihey  were  not  mista- 
ken in  their  estimate  of  that  candor,  that  intelli- 
gence, and  that  patriotistn!  It  has  proved  that  the 
American  people  are  not  yet  ready  to  be  seduced 
and  debauched  with  the  spoils  and  pillage  of  their 
own  country. 

Sir,  said  Mr.  B.  I  pursue  this  bill  of  May,  1836, 
one  biep  further;  I  pursue  it  into  the  fourth  section, 
and  see  that  nothing  but  a  WAR  with  a  FOREIGN 
POWER  could  have  arrested  the  distribution  of  the 
$55,000,000,  and  given  the  Treasury  a  right  to  re- 
tain the  (24,877,170  received  from  the  public  lands 
in  1836,  and  the  $6,776,236  received  from  them  in 
1837.  By  the  terms  of  the  act,  the  distribution 
was  to  go  on  without  regard  to  any  thing  but  a 
foreign  todr,  and  the  $38,000,000  received  from  the 
lands  in  ^36  and  '37  were  to  belong  to  the  States, 
and  to  be  paid  to  them,  without  the  least  regard  to 
the  condition  of  the  public  Treasury.  It  was  a 
specific  appropriation  of  the  proceeds  of  the  lands, 
and  as  such  would  have  been  paid  over  Lo  the 
Slates  on  the  days  named  in  the  act.  The  ^^shvU- 
tif^  up"  of  the  Treasury  would  have  made  no 
difference;  the  stoppage  of  the  banks  would  have 
made  no  difference;  there  was  no  foreign  war — the 
appropriation  was  specific  and  absolute — and  the 
delivery  of  the  money  lo  the  Stales  would  have 
been  compuLsory  and  inevitable.  What  then? 
Why,  that  noiwiihstandiag  the  retroactive  disburse- 
ments from  the  Treasury  of  the  before  received 
revenues  from  the  lands  of  1833,  '34,  and  '35— 
notwithstanding  the  attempt  to  disburse  these  old 
expendf  d  revenue.s  might  have  bankrupted  the  de- 
posile banks — yet  the  current  receipts  from  the 
lands  for  '36  and  '37  would  have  been  turned  over 
to  the  Slates  as  they  came  in!  The  $25,000,000 
(nearly)  of  >36  would  have  gone  to  the  Stales;  the 
$7,000,000  (nearly)  of  >37  would  have  gona  to  iliem 


^K> !  and  thus,  with  the  banks  all  stopped — with 
(be  Treasury  shut  up— with  Congress  called  to- 
gether to  provide  the  ways  and  means  of  keeping 
the  Government  in  motion^-with  the  duties  from 
customs  sinking  down  to  nothing — merchants'  duty 
bonds  postponed — balances  from  banks  deky'ed 
for  many  months;  with  all  this  we  should  have 
been  paying  out  to  the  States  the  $7,000,000  of  hard 
money  received  from  the  lands  in  1837,  and  which 
$7,000,000  in  specie  was  the  sheet  anchor  of  the 
Government  in  that  disastrous  year,  and  the  only 
thing  which  saved  it  from  the  degradation  and 
ruin  of  using  depreciated  paper  money  and  shin- 
plasters  ! 

Mr.  President,  we  hear  much  of  the  incapacity, 
the  ignorance,  the  incompetency,  and  the  reckless- 
less  of  the  Jackson  administratson ;  we  hear  much 
of  all  this  from  the  Opposition,  without  their  being 
able  to  specify  a  measuire  to  which  these  epithets 
will  apply;  but  here  is  an  act  of  the  Opposition  it- 
self, which  places  the  leaders  in  a  jMsition  to 
choose  between  a  confession  of  absolute  incapacity 
lo  manage  the  public  affairs,  or  of  a  deliberate  de- 
sign to  bankrupt  the  Treasury  and  the  banks. 

No,  Mr.  President,  the  Jackson  administration 
was  not  ignorant,  was  not  reckless,  was  not  incom- 
petent; and  to  hurl  snch  epithets  at  that  administra- 
tion, is  to  hurl  them  at  the  people,  by  whom  that 
administration  was  created  and  has  been  sustained. 
To  attack  that  adminisuration,  approved  as  it  was 
in  the  triumphant  second  election  of  (^teneral  Jack- 
son, and  in  the  thamphant  election  of  his  succes- 
sor, is  to  attack  the  capacity  of  the  people  for  Aelf- 
government !  It  is  to  attack  the  elective  principle 
of  our  Constitution,  and  to  say  that  that  principle 
ought  lo  be  abolished^  and  an  hereditary  ruler  gi- 
ven as  a  guardian  to  those  who  were  so  incompe- 
tent im  choose  their  oWn  Chief  Magistrate. 

No,  sir !  Great  are  the  services  which  (General 
Jackson  has  rendered  to  his  country — great  in  the 
field-^till  greater  in  the  cabinet.  His  civil  admin- 
istration was  a  contiftued  scries  of  patriotic  exei- 
tion5,  the  emanation  no  less  of  a  heroic  soul,  than 
of  a  sagacious  head;  and  a  patriot  heart.  None 
but  a  hero  could  have  anted  the  part,  in  civil  af- 
fairs, which  he  did.  At>ove  all  men  who  have 
lived  in  our  €ventfnl  times,  a  single  individual, 
perhaps,  alone  excepted,  he  will  be  stamped 
the  hero-statesman  of  the  age.  I  have  hereto- 
fore endeavored  to  do  some  justice  to  bis  various, 
transcendant,  and  victorious  policy.  I  have  en- 
deavored to  pfesent  some  views  of  his  numerous, 
brilliant,  and  successful  ameliorations  at  home, 
and  negotiations  abroad.  I  have  endeavored  to 
present  him  as  posterity  will  view  him,  covered, 
illustrated,  irradiated  with  every  species  of  glory, 
and  above  all  with  the  glory  of  usefulneas — with 
the  glory  of  having  improved  the  condition,  better- 
ed the  circumstances,  advanced  the  fortune,  and 
personally  benefitted  every  industrious  inhabitant 
which  the  country  contains.  I  have  endeavored  to 
do  this;  and  1  appeal  to  the  present  unparalleled, 
unrivalled,  unprecedented,  unexampled,  universal, 
pervading,  and  exalting  prosperity  of  the  country 
for  the  truth  and  fidelity  of  the  pictures  which  I 
have  endeavored  to  draw.  It  is  not  my  intention 
to  repeat,  on  the  present  occasion,  what  I  have 
heretofore,  delivered  on  this  subjecl;  bnt  there  is 
one  point  which,  though  heretofore  mentioned,  has 
never  been  presented  with  the  fulness,  individuali- 
ty, and  development  which  its  importance  and 
magnitude  deserves:  I  allude  to  our  cotton  produc- 
tion, and  its  influence  upon  the  wealth  and  indus^ 
try  of  every  portion  of  this  extended  Union,  and 
the  part  which  General  Jackson  has  acted  in  bring- 
ing that  production  to  what  it  now  is,  and  to  what 
it  must  be.  What  was  the  extent  t>f  our  cotton 
growing  territory  before  the  victorious  arms  of 
General  Jackson  acquired  for  us  the  vast  region  of 
the  South  and  Southwest?  It  was  a  part  of  South 
Carolina,  a  part  of  Gkorgia,  some  slips  in  North 
Carolina,  Tennessee,  Mississippi,  and  Louisiana. 
What  is  it  now?  It  is  all  Florida,  all  Georgia,  all 
Alabama,  all  Mississippi,  all  Louisiana,  all  Arkan- 
sas:, South  Carolina,  a  part  of  North  Carolina,  a 
third  of  Tennessee,  and  a  slip  in  Missouri.  In 
territorial  extent  our  cotton  growing  region  has 
been  increased  more  than  ten  fold  by  the  victorious 
arms  of  General  Jackson  over  the  Southern  In* 


dians,  and  by  bis  still  more  yielorioos  policy  over 
the  political  allies  of  those  Indians^iheir  Ftderal 
allies — whose  straggle  it  was  to  retain  ihem  in  the 
Southern  Stales  to  diminish  their  political  impor- 
tance, and  to  cripple  their  advance.     What  was 
tne  value  of  our  cotton  export  before  these  great 
operations  of  General  Jackson  began?'  It  was  foar- 
teen  millions  of  doUais.      What  is  it  -now?    It  is 
eighty  millions.    And  what  is  its  capacity  of  aajr. 
meniation?  Almost  limiiless  and  boundless;  or  only 
limited  by  the  wants  of  Europe,  Asia,  Africa,  aod 
the  two  Americas;  for,  to  all  these  countries,  even 
to  the  Ganges  and  the  Black  Sea,  to  th^  Cape  of 
Good  Hope,  and*  to  Tierra  del  Faegodo  oar  Ame- 
rican cottons  now  go.      And  what  is  the  iDflaenee 
of  this  vast  production,  so   amazingly  augments 
ed  under   the    victorious   arms,   and  still  more 
victorious    policy,    of     ONE     MAN— what  is 
its   influence    upon   the   industry,   the  parsaiis, 
and    the     wealth    of  every   part    of  this  ex- 
tended Confederacy  ?    To  answer  this  qoesiion, 
let  the  mind's  eye  figure  to  itself  a  map  of  this 
Union,  and  then  contemplate  every  species  of  in- 
dustry which  is  carried  on  upon  the  vast  divetsfi- 
ed  domain  which  it  represents.    Let  him  look  at 
our  shipping  interest  from  the  Chesapeake  to  Pu- 
samaquaddy  bay,  all  finding  its  greatest  and  rieb- 
est  employment  in  carrying  our  cotton  abroad,  and 
bringing  back  the  productions  of  so  many  natioos 
received  in  exchange  for  it.    Let  him  see  our  most 
opulent  merchants,  throughout  the  whole  extent  of 
our  coast,  from  New  Orleans  to  New  Yoik,all 
bottoming  their  largest  operations  upon  the  cotioo 
of  the  South.    Look  to  the  manufacturing  indastry 
of  the  whole  Northeast,  of  which  MassachuseitB 
may  be  taken  as  an  example,  and  as  the  bighcst 
pattern;  manufactures  of  leather,   ooiton,  wool, 
iron,  brass,  tin,  wood,  glass,  stone,  Ac.  the  grand 
aggregate  of  which,  in  all  the  Northeast,  may  be 
judged  of  from  the  annual  product  of  near  ainety 
millions  of  dollars  for  Massachusetts  alone;  and  a 
goodly  proportion  of  the  whole  of  which  finddits 
market  m  the  same  cotton  growing  region.    Cross- 
ing the  Alleghany  mountains,  and  descending  apon 
the  Western  waters,  see  twelve  millions  of  man- 
ufaetured  articles,  the  protfnct  of  the  industry  of 
three  or  four  miles  square  at  the  conflaeacof  tbe 
Alleghany  and  MonongahaJa;  see  these  twelve  mil- 
lions annaaily  going  off  from  Pittohurgh,  and  the 
largest  part  going  to  the    cotton  planters  of  tbe 
Sonth;  while  many  other  towns  and  villages  of  the 
West,  on  a  smaller  scale,  emulate  the  meriioriou* 
example  of  ''  the  Birminghmn  of  the  WesL''   Then 
sec  the  agricultural  Stales  of  the  Great  Valley.  Sae 
Kentucky,  Ohio,  Indiana,  Illinois,  Missoari,  wiih 
their  vast  productions  of  grain,  and  their  innamera* 
ble  herds  and  flooks,  all  finding  their  richest  mar- 
ket in  the  same  region.    Turning  to  the  Middle 
States,  where  the  value  of  labor,  for  a  long  time, 
has  been  so  much  reduced,  we  see  that  value 
in  Virginia,  Maryland,  North  Carolina,  and  Ten- 
nessee, has  found  a  vast  augmentation  from  tbe 
cultivation  of  cotton.    So  that,  in  every  pari  cf 
this  extended  Confederacy,  and  over  ev^  species 
of  creative  industry,  the  augmented  cultivation  of 
cotton,  the  ttnlt  of  General  Jackson^  military 
achievements  and  civil   policy,  has  extended  its 
benefits,  and  shed  its  benign  influences.  The  North, 
the  East,  the   West,   and    the    Middle  aates- 
ihe  cities    and  the  country — agriculture,  mami' 
factures,   and   commerce— all,    all  find  employ- 
ment   for     their    industry,    and    rich    rewards 
for  their  skill  and  labor  in  that  perennial  fountain 
of  national  wealth— the  cotton  growing  region  of 
the   South— which,  while  it  showers  gold  upon 
all  others,  is  itself  largely  deprived  of  its  own 
advantages  by  illusive  systems  of  political  econo- 
Qjy_a  system  which  leads  it  to  purchase  evej 
thing  by  the  paper   money  standard  of  the  Uaiw 
States,  while  it  sells  the  only  article  it  produces  by 
the  hard  money  standard  of  Europe!  Every  part  ot 
this  Union  feels  the  beneficent  eflfects  of  ihe  cotton 
crops;  and  no  part  feels  it  more  than  the  agnculta- 
ral  region  of  Kentucky,  and  the  manufacturing  aii- 
tricts  of  Massachusetts.    I  have  lately  travelled  a 
Kentucky,  and  speak  from  the  knowledge  of  ay 
own  senses.    I  have  lately  received  an  w^^^? 
lelurn  of  the  annual  mannfactorea  of  Ma«a«a- 
setts,  and  ipenk  upon  unimpeachable  anthoniy. 
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H.  of  Reps. 


KeoiBcky  and  Massachusetts  are  the  two  States  of 
this  Union  which  bare  profited  most  by  the  milita- 
ry victories  and  the  civil  administiatioo  of  Oeneral 
JacksoD;  they  are  the  two  States  of  this  Union 
I     which  owe  most  to  his  arms  and  to  his  policy;  they 
«€  the  two  States  of  tbii  Union  which  should 
be  bound  to  him  by  the  strongest  ties  of  gratiude 
lod  afftctioQ.    The  agriculturist  of  Kentucky  is 
DOW  on  the  high  road  to  wealth;  his  prosperity  re- 
poses apoo  a  solid  acd  imperishable  basis.    His 
eattlCf  his   males,     his    horses,    his  hemp,  all 
wanted  in  the  South,  command  the  highest  price, 
fill  his  ooflers  wiih  vast  sums  of  money,  and  reflect 
upon  his  lands  an  unprecedented  value.     It  is  no 
longer  the  illusions  of  the  high  tarifl— it  is  no  lon-:^ 
fer  the  illasions  of  the  <*golden  fleece,"  two  thou- 
sand dollars  for  a  sheep,  intrinsically  worth  twenty 
shillings,  and  now  sunk  to  that  price — ^it  is  no  Ion- 
g'j  tht  deceptive  dream  of  these  ephemeral  ilia- 
siob  which  tickled  and  beguiled  the  Keotuckian 
before  Jaekson*s  administraiioo,  but  it  is  now  the 
solid  basis  of  the  cotton  cultivation  in  the  South, 
and  free  trade  in  Europe,  upon  which  his  prospe- 
nty  reposes.      Let    him    cultivate    the    cotton 
grower,  and  cherish  free  trade,  abroad,  and  never 
again  fall  into  the  illusions  of  high  larifl*  and  Na- 
tional Bank,  and  never  again  will  he  see  his  crops 
rotthig  oa  bis  handst,  his  property  sinking  to  no 
price, his  carrency  depreciated  one-half,  and  piles 
of  property    laws,    tender    laws,     relief    laws, 
and  stay  laws,    interppsed   between     the    hap- 
kss  debtor  and    the    merciless    creditor.      So 
much  for  Kentucky;  and  equal  with  hers,  and 
resting,  in  good  part,  upon  the  same  basis,  is  the 
prosperity  of  Ma^achusetts.     The  cotton  grower 
of  the  South  takes  a  part  of  all  that  she  has  to 
spare.    From  ^^hrushtSy  broems,  and  baskelSj  and  but- 
km  tf  all  fcMs,"  up  to  her  eighteen  millions 
of  dollars    worth  of    manufactures-   in    shoes, 
bort8,and  leather — ^her  seventeen  millions  of  manu- 
faetores  of  cotton — her. ten  millions  of  manu- 
faemres  of  wool — ^her  nine  millions  and  a  half  of 
fish  and  oil — her  two  millions  of  ready  made  cloth- 
iflg,  stocks,  and  suspenders — ^her  two  millions  and 
a  half  of  nails,  brads',  and  tacks — ^her  millioa  and  a 
half  of  soap  and  candles — her  million  and  a  half 
of  paper— her  million  and  a  quarter  of  rum — her 
miUioQ  of  refined  sugar — her  two  millions  of  straw 
bonnets  and  palm  leaf  bats — and  many  other  arti- 
cles 'Ueo  te^ofu  to  entmurale,"  but  amounting,  in 
conjonetien  with  those  enumerated  to  EIGHTY- 
SIX  millions  of  dollars  per  annum;  from  all  these 
she  sends  a  part  to  the  couon  grower,  and  doubt- 
less gets  a  better  part  of  the  crop  than  the  grower 
himself  receives;  an  advantage  which  is  the  fair 
and  Jegiumate  frnil  of  industry,  conducted   by 
skill,  goarded  by  eci^nomy,  and  diversified  by  en- 
terprise.     It  was  the  1  *.st  year  of  President's  Jack- 
son^ administration — the  year  ending  the  3Isi  day 
of  March,  1837 — which  presented  this  masnifi- 
cent  result  of  Massachusetts  manufacturing  in- 
dostry;  I  say  manufacturing — for  the  proceeds  of 
her  commerce  and  agriculture  are  not  included — 
and  this  grand  result  will  forever  stand  as  a  proof 
of  (he  prosperity  of  the  counuy  under  the  saga- 
cious policy  of  that  illustrious  statesmao. 

Sir,  it  was  no  part  of  my  intention  to  make  a 
eakgy  upon  General  Jackson.  The  time  is  coming 
when  history,  and  poetry,  and  sculpture,  and  paint- 
ing, and  the  living  voices  of  endless  generations 
will  do  him  that  service.    I  make  no  general  eu- 
k)gy.    I  have  spoken  to  a  single  point,   to  show 
from  one  example,   the  beneticent  nature  of  his 
policy,  and  the  universality  of  its  happy  influence 
apoa  pU  parts  of  our  country,  and  upon  all  the 
purvuits  of  Its  industry.    I  have  spoken  to  a  single 
point,  and  have  not  exhausted,  that  one,  for  to  this 
same  cotton  region  we  are  indebted  U>r  the  bun- 
dled millions  of  gold  and  silver  which  has  sustained 
the  country  and  ihe  Government  in  the  laie  shock, 
and  which  hereafter  are  to  render  the  people  inde- 
pendent of  the  rise  and  fall  of  banks,  and  safe 
fnnn  the  shocks  a^d  explosions  of  the  paper  sys- 
tem.   What  I  have  said  has  been  forced  out  of  me 
by  attacks,  as  wanton  as  they  are  incessant,  upon 
the  hero-patriot  who  is  entitled  to  repo.%,  now  that 
he  has  withdrawn  from  the  workl  and  given  an  ex- 
ample of  the  manner  in  which  an  ex^President  of 
the  United  States  should  spend  theeveofing  of  his 
diyiji  ^  doM  up  the  career  pf  ius  life. 


DEFERRED  DEBATE. 
Ii9  Hoosc  OP  RBpaiSENTATiVES,  Jau.  8,  1839. 

THE  SWARTWOUT  DEFALCATION. 

The  resolution  of  Mr.  Cambrklenq,  for  a  select 
committee  to  investigate  the  defalcation  of  Samuel 
Swartwout,  having  come  up  as  the  unfinished  bu- 
siness, together  with  the  amendment  thereto  pro- 
posed by  Mr.  Wisb— 

Mr.  WISE  modified  his  amendment  by  adopt- 
ing a  resolution  offered  some  days  since  by  Mr. 
Garland  of  Virginia,  in  the  following  word&: 

Resolved,  That  a  select  committee  be  appointed, 
to  consist  of  nine  members,  to  be  appointed  by  bal- 
lot, *whosc  duly  it  shall  be  to  inquire  into  the  causes 
and  extent  of  the  late  defalcations  of  the  custom- 
house at  New  York  and  other  places;  the  length  of 
time  they  have  existed;  the  correctness  of  the  re- 
turns which  have  been  made  by  the  collectors,  and 
naval  and  other  ofllceis,  and  the  deposite  banks 
respectively;  and  all  such  facts  cennecled  wiih 
said  defalcations  as  may  be  deemed  material  to 
develope  their  true  character. 

Be  it  further  resofocd.  That  said  committee  be  re- 
quired to  inquire  into,  and  make  report^  of  any  de- 
falcations among  the  collectors,  receivers,  and  dis- 
bursers  of  the  public  money,  which  may  now  ex- 
ist; who  are  the  defaulters;  the  amount  of  defalca- 
tions; the  length  of  time  they  have  existed,  and  the 
causes  which  led  to  them;  and  that  said  committee 
have  p»wer  to  send  for  persons  and  papers. 

Mr.  EVERETT  said  that,  as  it  would  be  ne- 
cessary, if  any  investigation  was  to  take  place  this 
session,  that  it  should  be  entered  on  without  delay, 
he  hoped  the  resolution  would  be  voted  on  at  once; 
and  he  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  accepted  the  modification 
proposed  by  Mr."GARLAND,  except  so  much  as  re- 
lated to  the  mode  of  appointing  the  committee. 
While  op  he  would  take  the  opportunity  to  notice 
jsome  remarks  of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia, 
[Mr.  Wise.]  That  gentleman  expressed  surprise 
that  he  (Mr.  C.)  had  not  included  the  defalcatibns 
of  Mr.  Price  and  General  Gratiot  in  his  motion  for 
inquiry.  He  did  not  for  the  obvious  reason  that  he 
was  not  aware  of  them.  If  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia  had  consulted  his  colleague,  [Mr.  Mea- 
CER,]  he  could  have  informed  him  that  hie  (Mr.  C.) 
had  subsequently  proposed  to  him  to  include  both 
these  cases.  The  gentleman  might  make  the  in- 
quiry as  broad  as  he  pleased;  he  was  himself  dis- 
posed to  give  latitude  for  the  most  extensive  exam i- 
nartion.  The  gentleman  from  Virginia  had  also 
ascribed  to  the  motion  he  had  offered  a  design  to 
"white  wash"  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  He 
was  surprised  at  this  charge,  when  he  had  expressly 
I  declared,  in  submitting  the  motion,  that  he  had  no 
desire  whatever  to  serve  as  a  member  of  the  com- 
mittee, and  that  nothing  short  of  an  order  of  ihe 
House  would  compel  him  to  do  so.  If  there  was 
any  "white  washing"  to  be  done,  he  should  have 
no  share  in  it.  The  gentleman  had  further  im- 
puted to  the  Speaker  a  design  to  pack  the 
committee  for  the  purpose  of  protecting  .the  Se- 
cretary of  the  Treasury.  If,  said  Mr.  C.  there 
is  any  weight  in  such  suspicions,  what  is  the 
attitude  of  the  genileman*8  colleague,  [Mr.  Gar- 
land?] He  moves  that  a  committee  be  appointed  by 
ballot,  to  inquire  into  the  mosi  stupendous  fraud 
that  has  ever  been  committed,  and  that,  too,  by 
one  of  his  own  political  friends — a  notorious  Con- 
servative— a  nuiform  and  bitter  enemy  of  the  pre- 
sent Chief  Magistrate  before  and  since  his  original 
appointment.  Before  he  was  appointed  I  remon- 
strated against  it,  in  a  letter  to  the  President,  and 
then  predicted*  his  defalcation.  But,  sir,  Mr. 
Swartwout  is  not  the  only  Conservative  friend 
whom  the  srentleman  frrm  Viiiginiai  as  I  appre- 
hend, will  find  involved  in  this  defalcation.  One 
of  the  most  important  duties  to  be  performed  by 
this  committee  will  be  to  ascertain  whether  other 
Conservatives  did  not  participate  in  the  fruits  of 
this  fraud.  He  did  not  believe  that  this  large 
amount,  near  a  million  and  a  half,  had  ever  been 
taken  for  his  own  use  exclusively.  He  wns  much 
mistaken  if  some  portion  of  it  would  not  be  traced 
to  speculations  in  the  Morris  Canal  and  Banking 
Company— that  vanex  into  which  so  much  capital 


had  been  drawn.  It  would  be  the  duty  of  the 
committee  to  look  into  these  matters,  and  to  ascer- 
tain whether  some  portion  of  this  money  may  not 
have  been  loaned  to  others,  concerned  with  Mr. 
Swartwout,  and  may  not  yet  be  recovered.  I  care 
very  little,  sir,  as  to  the  mode  in  which  the  commit- 
tee may  be  appointed,  because  I  feel  assured  that 
however  appointed  it  will  make  a  searching  inves* 
tigation  into  this  and  every  other  defalcation,  and 
that  the  committee  will  discharge  its  duty  justly 
and  honorably,  w:  ercver  or  whoever  it  may  strike, 
whether  the  Department,  the  defaulter.*,  or  their 
associates  in  speculation*  But,  sir,  I  do  not  wish 
such  a  committee  to  be  appointed  in  the  dark — in 
a  mode  which  shuns  responsibility.  I  wish  it 
appointed  in  the  usual  manner;  that  the  Speaker 
may  be  held  responsible,  as  he  is  to  the  House  and 
to  the  country,  for  the  appointment  of  a  committee 
to  which  this  important  inquiry  may  be  confided, 
one  which  will  neither  "white  wash"  the  Treasury 
Department,  nor  vindicate  and  justify  the  defalca- 
tion of  Mr.  Swartwout  and  the  participation  of  his 
associates,  if  any  such  should  be  found. 

Mr.  MASON,  of  Virginia,  would  respectfully 
ask  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  *heilier  he 
expected  the  American  people,  when  they  found 
that  the  money  which  had  been  collected  from 
them  for  the  public  service  had  been  squandered 
by  public  agents  and  applied  to  their  private  uses, 
would  be  satisfied  with  vague  declaration!;  from 
him  that  the  fraud  had  be<*n  committed  by  men  of 
this  or  that  political  creedl  Did  he  cherish  the 
opinion  that  the  Conservatives  in  that  House  were, 
he  would  not  say  to  be  deterred,  but  to  be  in  the 
least  affected  in  their  coui'se  by  the  opinion  of  that 
gentleman,  or  of  ihe  public  press,  that  ihe  default- 
ers were  Conservaijvts?  Fur  one,  acting  as  he  did 
with  a  small  party,  known  at  home  as  I)emocratic 
Republicans,  whatever  name  they  might  bear  here 
or  elsewhere,  he  would  say  to  that  gentleman  that 
they  should  be  satisfied  with  nothing  short  of  an 
exact,  minute,  elaborate  inquiry,  not  into  the  politi- 
cal opinions  of  the  delinquent? — though  others 
might  drag  in  that  consideration  in  order  to  serve 
a  purpose — but  into  the  eitent  and  na'lure  of  the 
peculations  which  had  taken  place,  and  into  the 
insufficiency  of  that  Treasury  machinery,  which 
ought  long  ago  to  have  detected  the  fraud;  as  well 
as  into  those  legislative  provisions  which  it  was 
proper  to  adopt,  in  order  to  guard  against  a  like 
occurrence  in  future.  If  the  gentleman  had  the 
information — and  he  alone  could  possess  it — that 
there  were  others  connected  with  the  Morris  Canal 
and  Banking  Company,  who  participated  in  the 
peculation  or  in  its  fruits,  all  that  would,  by  the 
inquiry,  be  brought  fully  to  light.  Let  the  House, 
let  the  country,  have  thefac's.  Nothing  le-s  would 
satisfy  them. 

The  gentleman  had  insinuated  that  it  was  a  vory 
remarkable  thing  that  a  Conservative  should  de- 
sire to  be  placed  at  the  head  of  an  investigating 
committee  to  look  into  these  defalcations.  Thus 
the  gentleman  attempted  to  parry  the  attack  of  (me 
of  his  colleagues,  [Mr.  Wise,]  bySthrowing  out  in- 
sinuations against  another  of  his  colleagues,  who 
had  not  yet  opened  his  mouth.  .The  gentleman 
was  assailed  by  a  gentleman  sitting  on  one  side  of 
the  House,  and,  by  way  of  reply,  he  made  an  at- 
tack upon  another  gentleman  in  quite  a  different 
quatter.  However,  his  colleague  [Mr.  Garland] 
was  well  able  to  take  his  own  part.  As  one  who 
should  vote  for  the  appointment  of  a  committee  by 
ballot,  Mr.  M.  rared  not  of  what  political  com- 
plexion the  peculators  might  be;  the  American 
people  dii^claimed  the  idea  that  public  irusis  were 
only  to  be  confided  to  those  who  were  of 
one  particular  way  of  thinking  in  politics.  He 
bad  said  he  should  vote  for  a  committee  appointed 
by  ballot.  It  was  not  needful  that  be  should  dis- 
claim the  belief  that  a  proper  committee  would  not 
Ve  appointed  by  the  presiding  officer  of  the  House, 
if  he  should  be  entrusted  with  that  duty,  for  he  en- 
tertained no  such  belief;  but  he  would  vouch  for  it, 
that  the  partisan  press  in  opposition  to  the  Admi- 
nistration would  not  fail,  be  the  complexion  of  the 
committee  what  it  might,  to  attribute  it.s  appoint- 
ment to  wrons?  moiives.  Let  the  comniiitee,  then, 
be  appointed  in  such  a  way  that  no  such  sucpi- 
cion;i  could  be   entertfiined   with  any   color   of 
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reason.  It  was  a  great  subject.  The  end 
in  view  was  to  protect  the  treasure  of  the 
country  from  dilapidation.  It  had  been  most 
shamefally  squandered  for  nine  yeara  in  succes- 
sion, and  yet  the  Treasury  machinery  had  proved 
wholly  inadequate  to  detect  the  robbery.  This 
was  not  a  vague  assertion:  it  rested  on  the  autho- 
rity of  the  highest  fi5«al  officer  of  the  Government, 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  himself.  If  such 
were  the  case,  it  caJ.'ed  for  the  immediate  interposi- 
tion of  the  House.  For  one,  he  was  desirous  of  a 
committee  appointed  by  ballot,  in  order  that  the 
American  people  might  feel  assured  that  it  would 
be  such  a  cemmfttee,  and  conduct  the  inquiry  in 
such  a  manner  as  should  secure  to  them  the  effi- 
cient protection  of  this  House.  The  gentleman  had 
asked  if  the  committee  should  be  appointed  by  bal- 
lot, who  would  be  responsible  for  it.  A  most  ex- 
traordinary question!  Who  wo  a  Id  be  responsible? 
Whall  did  the  gentleman  mean  to  throw  out  the 
imputation  that  any  committee  of  this  House  re- 
posed itself  on  the  responsibility  of  the  Speaker  who 
appointed  it? 

[Mr.  Cambreleno  explained.  What  he  had 
asiced  was,  who  would  be  responsible  for  the  ap- 
pointment of  the  committee,  if  it  was  appointed  in 
the  dark?] 

Who  would  be  responsible?  The  committee 
itself  would  be  responsible,  let  who  would  appoint 
them. 

[Here  some  gentlemen,  speaking  across,  said,  let 
them  be  appointed  viva  twee.] 
>  Yes,  sir,  said  Mr.  M.  let  them  be  appointed 
viva  voee,  if  you  will;  I  am  ready  for  such  a  vote; 
but  however  appointed,  I  say  the  committee, 
when  appointed,  will  be  responsible  for  its  own 
acts. 

He  had  deemed  it  proper  that  a  committee  should 
be  raised  .in  such  a  manner  as  to  protect  the  inquiry 
confided  to  them  (rom  all  suspicion  of  a  design  to 
whitewash  any  body.  Let  their  report  go  to  the 
American  people  stamped  with  the  impress  of  a 
htmafidt  inteuiion  to  redress  a  great  public  eviL 
He  went  for  such  a  report  as  should  bear  the  broad 
seal  of  truth  on  its  front,  an(^  should  be  wholly 
freed  from  a  partisan  character. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENO  said  he  would  accept  the 
amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  [Mr. 
Wise,]  as  now  modified,  save  so  much  of  it  as 
proposed  that  the  committee  bo  appointed  by  ballot. 

Mr.  WISE  inquired  whether  the  gentleman  had 
a  right  to  accept  of  the  amendment  with  a  reserva- 
tion of  any  part  of  it?  must  he  not  accept  it  as  a 
whole?    . 

The  CHAIR  said  the  gentleman  had  a  perfect 
right  to  modify  his  own  resolution  by  the  addition 
to  it  of  whatever  worils  he  pleased. 

Mr.  GARLAND  of  Virginia  said  the  gentleman 
from  New  York  had  undertaken  to  answer  argu- 
ments as  his  which  he  had  never  made. 

Mr.  C AMBRELENG  explained.  He  had  been 
answering  the  gentleman's  colleague,  [Mr.  Wise,] 
who  had  talkM  about  allocked  pack,  and  about  a 
whitewashing  committee,  d^c. 

Mr.  GARLAND.  Yes,sir,the  gentleman^  answer 
was  to  my  colleague,  but  all  the  thunder  of  it  fell 
on  my  poor  head.  And  whal  has  been  my  sin  in 
this  matterl  I,  it  seems,  am  answerable  for  the  de- 
falcation of  Swartwouty  because  he  is  a  Conserva- 
tive. Sir,  I  believe  he  was  a  Conservative,  and 
the  result  was,  that  he  conserved  more  than  a  mil- 
lion of  the  public  money,  and  co^^erved  himself  to 
boot,  and  got  off  safe  to  London.  Is  that  my  fauli? 

The  gentleman  made  another  suggestion,  by 
which  he  attempted  to  put  me  in  an  awkward  posi- 
tion; he  says  it  did  not  look  well  in  me  to  want  (o 
b&at  the  head  of  an  investigating  committee  on  (he 
defalcation  of  a  Conservative  friend.  Sir,  I  flatly 
deny  the  charge.  I  might  appeal  to  gentlemen  on 
this  floor  who  know  that  wien  I  offered  the  resolu- 
tion which  my  colleague  has  adopted,  I  expref-sly 
disclaimed  all  wish  or  purpose  to  be  on  the  com- 
mittee. But  how  does  the  gentleman  V  doctrine  ap- 
ply to  himself?  Does  he  not  know  that,  by  the 
same  rule  of  courtesy,  he  would  himself  be  placed 
at  the  head  of  the  committee?  He  moved  it  ia  the 
first  instance.  But  he  says  he  asked  to  be  excused 
from  serving  on  it.  Well,  sir,  and  are  there  no 
Other  gentlemen  who  could  prefer  the  same  request? 


I  have  had  enough,  Heaven  knows,  of  the  chair- 
manship of  investigating  committees.  I  want  no 
more  of  it,  I  assure  you.  The  gentlemen  wants  to 
know  how  it  is  that  I  should  seek  to  examine  into 
the  defalcation  of  Mr.  Swartwout,  a  political  friend; 
yet  the  gentleman,  after  admitting  that  my  resolution 
was  more  comprehensive  than  his  own,  accepted  it 
as  a  modification.  If  I  offered  it  with  a  view  to 
cover  up  my  friends  defalcation,  how  comes  it  that 
he  accepted  it  who  wants  to  expose  him?  Hus  only 
objection  to  my  proposition  is,  that  it  proposes  a 
committee  appointed  by  ballot;  the  rest  he  adopts 
as  bis  own.  Sir,  was  it  I  who  first  moved  in  this 
matteil  Was  it  not  the  gentleman  himself?  Did 
not  the  President  siiggest  the  measure  in  his  mes- 
sage? Did  not  the  Secretary  do  the  same  thing  in 
his  report^  And  was  it  not,  again  I  ask,  the  gen- 
tle man  himself  who  commenced  the  affair?  I  might 
retort  upon  the  genUeman  by  asking  why  he  did  not 
include  Mr.  Price^s  case,  and  whether  he  omitted 
it  because  that  gentleman  is  a  political  friend  of  hi»? 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG.  I  thought  I  had  explained, 
that  matter  already.  The  case  of  Mr.  Price  ^|^ 
not  then  heard  of.  ^ 

Mr.  GARLAND.  Ifthegentleman'ma^ethn  ex- 
planation, I  did  not  hear  it.  But,  sir,  I  here  tell 
the  gentleman  from  New  York  that  denunciations 
of  this  kind  will  never  drive  me  from  my  course 
in  this  House  or  elsewhere.  In  the  discharge  of 
my  duty  I  am  responsible  to  my  creator,  to  my 
country,  and  lo  my  constituents;  and  I  never  have 
]|sked  any  man,  and  I  never  will,  in  what  manner 
I  shall  discharge  it. 

But,  sir,  was  there  hot  some  reason  that  I  should 
have  moved  in  this  business.  The  gentleman  from 
New  York  and  his  friends  advocate. one  plan  for 
managing  the  money.ed  concerns  of  the  country;  I 
and  my  friends  advocate  another.  The  gentleman 
and  his  associates  declare  that  this  great  defalca- 
tion of  Swartwout  is  to  be  traced  to  tb«  system  we 
advocate.  Was  it  to  be  expected  that  I  should  sit 
coldly  by,  and  let  any  course  be  taken  that  he  and 
his  friends  might  choose  to  point  out?  Sir,  this  is 
not  a  solitary  case.  These  defalcations  have  been 
multiplying  with  an  awTuL  rapidity.  Scarce  do 
our  ears  recover  froin  the  sound  of  one  explosion, 
before  another  still  louder  bursts  upon  them.  They 
commenced  with  little  accounts  of  30,000  and 
40,000  dollars,  and  they  have  gone  on  till  they 
have  grown  to  upwards  of  a  million  at  a  blow. 
And  all  this,  forKK>tb,  is  to  be  attributed  to  the 
State  bank  system;  and  yet  we  are  not  to  ask  a 
full  investigation,  for  fear  of  being  charged  with  a 
design  to  cover  up  the  iniquities  of  our  political 
Iriends !  I  ask  any  man  to  look  at  the  resolution  I 
offered,  and  see  how  it  covers  up  the  default. 
Are  not  the  committee  to  examine  every  where? 
May  they  not  examine  the  banks  too?  The  pow- 
ers, as  I  supposed,  were  full  enough  to  cover  the 
most  ample  investigation;  but,  if  not,  I  here  tell 
the  gentleman  from  New  York, that  if  he  wants  any 
further  powers,  let  him  put  the  resolution  in  his 
own  words,  and  I  will,  vote  for  it.  I  seek  to  sciteen 
nobody. 

As  10  a  committee  by  ballot,  those  who  know 
my  past  history  know  that  that  is  no  new  idea  with 
me.  In  the  Legislature  of  my  own  State,  it  was 
ever  a  favorite  with  me.  Not  that  I  distrust  the 
Speaker.  I  know  that  {he  does  ordinarily  appoint 
committees;  but  while,  on  ordinary  occasions,  the 
House,  by  its  acquiescence,  may  suffer  him  to  ex- 
ercise this  power,  yet,  in  great  and  momentous 
emergencies,  it  should  appoint  its  own  committees 
for  itself.  Sir,  whose  committee  is  this  to  be?  The 
Speakei(*8?  or  the  House^s  committee?  The  argu- 
ment of  the  gentleman  comes  to  just  this:  tht  Hottae 
can  truai  the  Speaker,  but  it  can't  trust  itstlf.  That's 
it,  sir.  If  we  appoint  by  ballot,  we  act  "in  the 
dark;''  there  is  no  responsibility.  Sir,  it  is  a  re- 
flection on  the  character  of  this  House.  But  is  not 
this  a  question  on  which  the  Hou^e  should  assume 
the  responsibility,  and  not  cast  it  on  the  Speaker?- 
If  he  appoints  the  committee,  and  their  report  bears 
hard  on  one  party,  we  shall  immediately  hear  some 
gentleman  get  up  and  talk  about  a  stocked  pack; 
and,  if  it  beiairs  hard  on  the  other  side,  we  shall 
hear  the  same  complaints  and  insinuations  from 
that  quarter:  party  feeling  will  have  its  influence, 
and  the  appointment  of  the  ponumttee  is  sure  to 


dissailafy  somebody.  I  propose  that  the  Hotiie  1 
take  its  own  responsibility,  and  then  let  the  repon 
bear  on  whom  it  may.  There  can  be  no  complaiuu 
of  a  ^'stocked  pack.''  But  no,  sir;  this  won't  do. 
The  House  cannot  trust  itself;  there  will  be  no 
responsibility.  Sir,  I  tell  the  geotlemanl  amrtady 
for  a  viva  vou  vote.  I  an  prepared  to  tell  the 
gentleman  from  New  York,  and  every  other  gentle^ 
man,  who  they  are  I  vote  for.  I  will  give  the  i 
gentleman  a  copy  of  my  ticket,  and  he  may  pot 
it  in  the  papers,  if  he  will.  And  if  the  gen* 
tleman  is  still  haunted  with  the  idea  thatltm 
seeking  the  chair  of  the  committee,  I  will  ben 
make  a  bargain  with  him;  and  we  will  both  agree 
to  stay  off  the  comm  ittee  altogether.  There  are  others 
fitter  for  the- place  than  either  of  us.  Let  the  House 
take  the  vote  in  any  form,  I,  for  one,  request 
not  to  be  put  on  the  committee.  Have  I  asked 
any  gentleman  to  vote  for  me?  If  I  have,  let  then 
I  fay  80.  Besides,  if  the  committee  is  chosen  by 
f  ballot,  you,  Mr.  Speaker,  will  not  appoint  the 
chairman  of  it,  so  the  usual  obligation  of  coartesy 
would  not  put  me  at  the  head  of  it;  the  'chairman 
would  be  appointed  by  the  House,  or  chosen  by 
the  committee  itself.  How  could  I  know  that  I 
should  be  made  chairman?  The  geademaa^ 
charge  falls  to  the  ground.  No, sir, lam  acioa* 
ted,  I  trust,  by  higher  motives  than  the  poor,  piti- 
ful, contemptible  hope  of  being  placed  in  the  chair 
of  a  committee.  I  tell  the  gentleman  from  Nev 
York  that^  not  for  the  honor  of  his  good  opinion, 
nnr  for  the  sake  of  avoiding  his  bad  opinion,  wooM 
I  accept  such  a  distinction.  I  don't  want  sodi 
another  task;  once  is  quite  enough.  Bot  I  also  ay 
that  if,  notwithstanding  my  request  to  the  contrary, 
I  shall  be  placed  on  that  committee,  I  shall  endea- 
vor to  do  my  duty  faithfully  and  fearlessly.  Bat  1 
hope  to  remain  here  on  the  floor,  where  I  am  ready 
to  meet  the  gentleman  from  New  York  on  his  fine 
financial  scheme  of  keeping  the  public  money  in 
the  hands  of  individuals.  On  that  plan  I  mean  to 
be  heard  in  this  House. 

Sir,  it  is  due  to  the  little  party  of  which  I  am  a 
member,  that  a  full  and  far  investigaiioa  be  had, 
to  see  whether  the  State  banks  are  accountable  for 
this  money.  If  he  will  prove  that  they  are,  I  wiM 
abandon  the  State  bank  scheme  toimoriow  nora- 
ing.  The  gentle man^s  grand  political  rale  of  po- 
licy in  the  matter  is  this  :  if  an  individual  krcfn 
the  public  money  for  a  week,  he  will  rob  thenar 
tion;  bnt  if  he  keeps  it  for  a  month  or  a  year,  be 
will  not  touch  a  cent  of  it.  That  is  not  my  cited. 
Why,  sir,  in  this  case  of  Swartwout,  the  money  was 
all  plundered  before  ever  it  reached  the  banks.  1 
here  ask  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  ia  his 
place,  do  the  banks  owe  the  Government,  at  this 
moment,  one  s>ihgle  cent  of  this  money?  Hate 
jthey  not  paid  every  dollar  that  was  inirastedio 
them?  Yet  they  are  to  be  heM  responsible ;  fte 
default  is  chargeable  on  the  State  bank  systen, 
and  not  on  the  Sub-Treasury! 

Mr.  C0SHING  said  that  the  aspect  of  the  qnei- 
tion  before  the  House  was  materially  changed 
since  the  gentleman  from  New  York  l^ffc  ^**' 
BBXLciio]  came  forward  to  move  inquiry  itms  p^ 
eulations  of  the  collector  of  New  York.  Tb^ 
tion  he  [Mr.  C]  regarded  as  an  event,  an  epo 
the  history  of  the  times.  It  stood  strikingly  inc 
trast  with  what  occurred  only  two  years  ago. 
that  time  the  President  of  the  United  States  under- 
took to  certify  u>  the  integrity  of  the  Departments 
and  officers  of  the  Government.  The  AdaiinisUi- 
tion  claimed  to  be  spotless;  it  seemed  to  challenge 
scrutiny  of  its  acts;  it  held  itself  up  as  immacolai^ 
as  if  there  was  no  taint  of  its  intact  purity,  no  bM 
on  the  whitenesi  of  its  ermine.  Nay,  when  com- 
mittees of  investigation  were  appointed,  by  the 
House,  the  Administration  assamed  the  Ib^y  tone 
of  indignant  innocence,  and  repelled  with  all  the 
force  of  its  power  the  accusation  the'9  made  bythj 
gentleman  from  Virginia.  The  same  contrast  wai 
yet  more  glaring,  when  it  was  considered  that  the 
Administration  of  his  honorable  colleague  [Wf* 
Adams]  had  been  assailed  with  every  species  <rf 
imputation  by  those  now  in  power,  and  the  mcrt 
trivial  acts  of  that  period  wrre  dealt  with  as  ihi 
greatest  political  enormities.  This  Administratkl 
had  come  in  over  the  ruins  of  that,  upon  the  pn> 
fesrioDf  kmd  and  ooAfident,  of  the  high-cpinied 
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puriti  of  its  purposes  and  spirit.  What  a  specta- 
cb  was  now  presented,  when  the  particalar  oigan  of 
fte  AdminiBtralion  himself  came  to  the  Hooae  to 
nkfor  a  committee  to  investigate  facts  ofextraordi- 
my  official  carraption  ha*M)eDing  under  thai  Ad- 
viDistration.  lis  friends,  u  would  seem,  were 
drifea,  by  the  irresistible  impulse  of  circumstances, 
BO  loager  to  resist  investigation.  Tbey  could  not 
withstand  the  astounding  exposures  which  had 
xisea  up  in  jadgment  against  tneni.  Accordingly, 
thejr  pat  on  tlie  attitude  of  fairues?,  and  proposed 
inqairy.  Bat  what  inquirf?  It  was  of  secondary 
eonseqnenoe  what  were  the  defaults  of  individuals. 
Thcie  was  nothing  lo  examine  in  the  specific  case 
of  Svartwoat.  All  the  facts  were  proved  and 
established.  There  ihey  were,  authenticated  upon 
the  official  papers  of  the  Treasury!  All  that  re- 
siained  of  that  case  was  trivial  in  itself,  and  little 
worthy  of  the  special  agency  of  a  select  committee 
of  the  House.  It  wa»  materia!  to  inquire  what 
oiherdtCaalttrs  there  were,  not  yet  delected,  that 
the  Treasury  might  be  saved  from  further  losses. 
It  was  material  to  look  into  the  dishonor  which  such 
ads  kroaght  on  the  country.  And  it  was  material 
to  see  whetiier  the  defalcations,  of  which  this  one 
was  but  a  specimen,  and  which  reflected  so  much 
dtseredit  on  the  country,  did  not  devolve  indelible 
disgrace  upon  the  Adminktration  under  which  they 
happened.  These  were  the  pinching  poinu  m  the 
legions  of  a  case  of  official  enormity  unheard  of 
hi  the  annals  of  the  nation. 

Bat  did  the  gentleman  from  New  York  [Mr. 
CiKBaBLKNo]    himself  prop<»e    investigation    of 
these,  the  true  objects  of  such  investigations?    Not 
at  alL    But  now,  since  such  further  inquiry  had 
been  proposed  to  the  friends  of  the  Administration, 
a  change  had  come  ever  the  spirit  of  ihei r  dream. 
They  begin  to  shrink  from  the  consequences  of  the 
ascertained  facts,  and  of  a  due  inquiry  into  all  ihe 
relations  of  those  facts.    Bat  here  the  facts  are, 
gross  as  a  mountain,  open,  palpable.    And  '*what 
trielr,  what  device,  what  starting  hole  is  there  lo 
escape  from  this  open  and  apparent  shamed*    The 
House  now  begins  to  see  what  this  device  is.    It  is 
cfear  what  the  train  of  tnought  is,  passing  through 
the  mind  of  the  gentleman  from  NewYofrf.    It 
has  been  hinted  before.    Swartwout,  we  are  told, 
is  a  Conservmtive,  and  opposed  to  the  Administra* 
tk>n;  and  thus  gentlemen  seek  to  shift  from  their 
Uiouklers  the  present  load  of  ignominy.    The  an- 
swer ia  obvioos.    Whether  he  be  Conservative  or 
not,  his  default  happened  by  the  fault  of  the  Ad* 
ministration,  its  gross  neglect  to  make  due  exami- 
nation, its  want  of  ordinary  care,  if  nothing  worse, 
by  reaso>n  of  which  these  peculations   had  run 
through  a  space  of  years,  and  had  swollen  from 
hundreds  to  hundreds  of  thousands.    It  mattered 
not,  therefore,  what  party  Swartwout  belonged  to, 
Wh^  or  Tory,  Conservative  or  Destructive;  siill, 
for  his  pecalation  the  Administration  was  responsi- 
ble before  God  and  man.    But  was  it  not  amusine; 
enoQgh  to  hear  the  gentleman  from  Ne«i,York 
dirowsBg  off  this  Swartwout  case  upon  the  Opposi- 
tion?   Was  it  not  notorioas  that  that  indivldnal 
vas  one  of  the  special  pets  of  Andrew  Jackson — 
appointed  as  his  particular  friend — appointed  as  a 
nonorial  of  their  ancient  association  in  Burr's 
00Bspiracy — appointed  because  of  his  distinguished 
wrwicesi   as  an  electioneering  partisan,    actively 
iHUomeiital  in  behalf  of  the  late  President?    And 
kad  not  bis  defalcations  gone  on  for  seven  or  eight 
ftus  before  Swartwout  wavered  in  his  allegiance 
h»  the  powers  that  bel    Under  these  circumstances, 
i  was  absurd,  it  was  more,  it  was  superlatively 
litoiloas,  to  say   that   the  Whigs,  the  wicked 
PHugs,     the  cunning   Whigs,  were  laboring   to 
BTBcn  one  of  themselves.    No  such  thing.    This 
Bwiee  irill  not  avail  the  Administration.    Vainly 
Pill  ibey  say,  with  Lady  Macbeth,  "Out,  damned 

r9t!"  IC  will  not  out.  They  are'steeped  in  guilt 
the  ^ery  elbows.  There  is  not  water  enou^  in 
le  deep  sea  to  wash  them  clean  of  the  indelible 
toots  of  their  corruption. 
AAd  s^ain:  Is  Swartwout  the  only  peculator  be- 
«e  tbe  House?  To  pass  over  the  lesser  names  of 
ocyd.  9nd  the  rest,  is  there  not  Wm.  M.  Price,  the 
saelc  orauvr  of  Tammany  Hall,  the  peculiar  party 
irjser  of  Mr.  Van  Buren  in  the  city  of  New  York, 
e  ^peca»l  Criead  there  of  the  gentleman  himself, 
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[Mr.  CAMBacLBNa,]  the  man  to  bring  up  to  the 
polls  the  ihoa^nd  of  the  faithful  of  New  York  in 
solid  columns  in  his  behaU?  Do  these  artful  Whigs 
desire  to  screen  him?  They  cannot  screen  Swart- 
wout without  screening  Price.  They  are  par  nohiie 
Jtatnmi'^'Jireadet  amk9.  They  have  risen  together, 
and  fallen  together,  and  together  they  are  linked 
for  good  and  for  evil.  But  the  gentleman  from 
New  York  seems  to  think  that  the  appointment  of 
a  committee,  fry  fro/io/,  is  to  screen  the  guilty.  Was 
there  ever  any  thing  more  absurd?  How  to  screen  the 
gailty?  Why,  such  a  mode  of  appointment  is  work- 
ing in  the  dark,  forsooth.  In  the  dark!  What? 
Here,  in  the  face  of  Heaven,  and  of  this  bright 
suuf  and  these  assembled  crowds  of  spectators 
gazing  upon  us,  is  a  vote  here  an  act  performed  in 
tbe  dark?  Preposterous  I  Whether  by  ballot  or 
viva  voce,  (and  Mr.  C.  said  he  was  indifferent 
which,)  such  a  mode  of  appointment  was  not  in 
the  dark.  An  appointment  by  the  Speaker,  in  his 
pravate  apartment,  alone,  with  no  eye  on  him  but 
God'.s,  that,  and  that  alone,  was  an  appointment  in 
the  dark.  But  again:  Early  in  the  session,  when 
this  defalcation  was  first  discussed,  here  or  else- 
where, we  heard  something  of  a  ^'Presideni^  com- 
mittee." The  Richmond  Enquirer  told  us  there 
was  to  be  a  "President's  committee."  This  is  what 
the  country  does  not  want.  It  wants  no  President^ 
committee,  but  a  people's  committee;  and  such  a 
committee  the  House  means  to  have;  one  to  do  its 
duty,  not  to  tbe  President,  but  tp  the  country. 
Strike  where  it  may,  such  a  committee  there  ought 
to  be;  one  to  probe  corruption  to  the  very  bottom; 
to  penetrate  the  very  vitals  of  guilt;  to  denounce 
punishment  on  the  wrongdoer,  whoever  he  be,  hjgh 
or  low,  friend  or  foe,  and  wherever  a  blow  may  be 
advantageously  struck.  It  can  be  done.  It  will 
be  done.  Such  a  committee  must  do  its  duty  to 
the  nation,  whose  eyes  would  be  upon  it  with  sleep- 
less jealousy.  Its  members  will  have  to  take  heed 
to  themselves,  and  explore  all  the  crooked  ways  of 
corruption,  and  uneairth  the  gnilty,  without  fear, 
favor,  or  affection.  He  thai  fltaches  in  the  hour 
of  trial  will  be  lashed  into  tbe  path  of  duty  by  the 
whips  of  general  indignation,  and,  if  he  fails,  will 
become  a  mark  for  the  Anger  of  scorn  to  the  end  of 
time.  Therefore  it  is  that  there  should  be  a  choice 
of  the  committee  by  the  House;  not  [said  Mr.  C] 
that  I  mean  any  imputation  on  the  integrity  of  the 
Speaker;  but  because  the  mfluences  of  party  should 
l>e  excluded  from  the  question,  and  ample  regard  be 
had  to  the  appointment  of  a  committee  of  investi- 
gation, in  the  most  solemn  form  ivcogoised  by  the 
House,  with  the  stamp  of  its  immediate  power  and 
authority  upon  it,  that  it  may  so  far  as  possible  have 
the  confidence  of  the  country,  and  its  report  go 
forth  to  the  world  as  the  voice  of  the  people's 
House  of  Representatives. 

Mr.  PICKENS  inquired  of  the  Chair  whether 
it  was  a  rule  of  the  JHEouse,  as  lately  established, 
that  the  election  visa  eoee  applied  to  committees  of 
the  House. 

The  CHAIR  replied  in  the  negative.  It  applied 
officers  of  the  House  alone. 

I  am  in  favor  (said  Mr.  P.)  of  the  most  unlimi- 
ted and  unrestricted  investigation  the  case  de- 
mands. My  only  objection  is  to  a  change  in  the 
mode  of  choosing  committees.  It  is  the  established 
practice  of  the  Hou^e  for  the  Chair  to  appoint 
ihem.  The  reason  of  this,  I  suppose,  has  been  to 
enable  the  House  to  act  with  energy  and  decision. 
It  is  impossible,  in  practice,  to  bring  so  nnmerons 
a  body  to  act,  otherwise,  with  any  decision.  Espe- 
cially is  this  the  case  in  the  short  session.  Yet,  al- 
though I  am  opposed  to  the  resolution  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Virginia,  on  priaciples  of  expediency 
and  policy,  and  though  I  oelieve  the  difficulty  of 
the  inqairy  to  be  so  great  that  it  cannot  be  gotten 
through  with  this  session,  jet  I  will  vote  for  the  re- 
solution, because  gentlemen  who  are  clamorous  for 
an  investigation,  wish  the  resolution  to  pass  in  that 
form.  I  will  give  them  all  they  ask.  Let  them 
probe  corruption  to  the  very  bottom.  I  will  not 
shield  the  guilty.  I  will  hold  up  defaulters  to  the 
sun  in  the  heavens,  and  let  the  di^s  blow  oh  them, 
and  let  tUe  world  gaxe  at  .the  curraption  that  covers 
them.  The  gentlemen  shall  have  justice  done,  so 
far  as  my  vote  can  go. 

I  shoold  not  now  trouble  the  Hovae,  had  I  not 


been  referred  to  by  several  gentlemen  who  have 
been  up.  What!  do  gentlemen  suppose  that,  be- 
cause I  choose  to  support  an  Administration  be- 
cause it  supports  the  principles  of  the  Constitution, 
my  month  is  to  be  shut  when  corruption  is  to  be 
exposed?  If  they  do,  they  have  greatly  niistaken 
me.  Neither  the  smiles  of  party  favor,  nor  the  pi- 
tiful denunciations  of  party  malignity,  shall  ever 
deter  me  from  treading  the  path  of  honor  and  vir- 
tue. I  do  believe  that  there  has  existed  most  shame- 
ful corruption  in  the  country.  Take  your  com- 
mittee, and  go  and  search  it  out,  and  purge  the 
country  from  the  contamination. 

But  when  you  attribute  this  defalcation '  and  that 
defalcation  to  this  or  that  peculiar^ystem  of  man- 
aging the  public  finances,  I  enter  my  protest 
against  all  r  jch  deductions.  As  well  might  you 
attempt  to  make  Qod  responsible  for  sin  because 
he  has  breathed  life  into  human  beings.  No,  sir, 
whatever  gentlemen  may  chaise  upon  the  Sub- 
Treasuiy  scheme,  I  believe  that  much  of  this  rob- 
beryl  is  chargeable  on  the  legislation  of  this  body. 
You  have  thrown  millions  upon  millions  into  the 
keeping  of  the  Treasury,  and  human  nature  is  not 
always  able  to  withstand  the  force  of  temptation. 
I  did  not  vote  for  these  measures.  In  1835  the 
House  voted  to  place  three  millions,  in  one  giess 
sum,  in  the  hands  of  the  Executive,  to  be  disposed 
of,  at  his  discretion,  in  the  public  service,  without 
specifying  a  single  object  to  which  it  should  be  ap- 
plied. Thank  God,  no  man  can  say  that  I  sustain- 
ed such  proceedings  The  gentleman  has  quoted 
Shakspeare.  I  will  say  to  him,  "Thou  canst  not  - 
say  I  did  it."  I  will  not  screen  any  man  from  in- 
vestigation. I  go  for  the  strictest  responsibility  of 
every  officer  of  Government  to  this  House.  These 
principles  have  always  governed  me:  and  no  temp- 
tation shall  seduce  me  ti>  depart  from  them.  Let 
n^  one  suppose  1  shall  abandon  them  for  party  con- 
siderations. I  scorn  it.  I  will  express  my  senti- 
ments here  with  the  most  perfect  freedom.  No 
party  ties  shall  bind  me  down  on  questions  of  cor- 
ruption. Take  your  committee.  You  shall  have 
my  vote.  Take  it.  But  still  I  believe  the  thing 
will  prove  a  failure.  I  desire  that  the  examination 
be  full  and  prompt.  I  should  think  that  a  com- 
mittee, if  appointed  by  the  Chair,  ought  to  have 
upon  it  a  majority  of  those  who  are  heartily  in  fa- 
vor of  the  inquiry.  B,ut  gentlemen  desire  another 
mode  of  raising  the  committee,  and  they  shall  have 
it.  As  to  the  poor,  miserable  party  tactics  about 
whether  the  defaulter  has  been  a  Whig,  or  a  Con- 
servative, or  a  friend  of  the  Admioistration,  it  is  to 
me  not  a  matter  of  the  slightest  interest.  I  would 
not  turn  on  my  heel  to  save  the  President  him^lf, 
if  he  is  Justly  chargeable.  Again,  1  say,  take  my 
my  vote. 

Mr.  WISE  next  rose  and  said  he  was  glad  be 
had  got  the  floor  at  last.  He  wanted  it,  that  he 
might  reply  to  the  remarks  of  the  gentleman  from 
New  York  over  the  way,  [Mr.  CAMBantENo,]  but 
first  he  would  say  a  few  words  in  answer  to  what 
had  just  fallen  fh>m  the  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina. 

The  question  now  is  only  whether  this  investiga- 
tion shall  be  made  bona  fide.  An  Investigation  is 
proposed;  the  Administration  itself  proposes  it; 
and  if  you  will  give  them  only  such  a  sort  of  in- 
vestigation as  they  seek,  verily  they  will  go  for  it. 
But  the  question  now  is,  and  it  is  emphatically  the 
question,  whether  the  investigating  committee  shall 
bs  appointed  by  Mr.  Speaker,  or  by  this  House; 
whether  it  shall  be  appointed  here  by  ballot,  or  in 
the  secresy  of  the  Speaker's  chamber.  And  what 
is  the  rule?  Does  its  spirit  and  letter  contemplate 
that  committees  shall  be  appointed  by  the  Chair 
alone?  No:  it  says,  indeed,  that  they  shall  be  ap- 
pelated by  the  Speaker,  vnless  the  House  determine 
otherwite,  "in  which  case  they  shall  be  appointed 
hy  froUol."  The  rule  obviously  contemplates  and 
provides  for  the  occurrence  of  cases  in  which 
there  will  be  a  necessity  that  the  House  take  the 
matter  into  their  own  hands.  Sir,  I  will  put  a  case: 
supposing  there  should  atise  a  time  in  this  country, 
when  we  have  a  corrupt  Executive  in  the  White 
House,  and  a  gentleman  presiding  over  this  House 
to  which  orders  from  such  l^xccntive  are  law. 
We  may  svppote  such  a  <»asf ,  I  presume,  and  sup- 
pose further,  4hat  through  tbe  thousands  of  post 
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offices  and  the  handreds  of  land  offices  the  Execo- 
ive  has  exeried  a  powerful  patronage,  and  given 
office  10  his  partisans  who  are  wastefuUy  and 
shamelessly  sqaandertng  and  plundering  the  public 
money,  and  that,  when  inquiry  is  moved  into  these 
abuses,  the  Executive  has  a  tool  there,  (pointing  to 
the  Chair,)  there  mliy  still  perhaps  be  honest  men 
enough  on  the  floor  to  be  disposed  to  probe  the  cor- 
raption  ot  the  Government. 

Mr.  PICKENS  here  inquired  whether  the  gentle- 
man intended  to  allude  to  him? 

Mr.  WISE  said,  not  at  all;  the  supposed  case  had 
no  reference  to  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina; 
the  ease  referred  to  a  stale  of  things  when  the  Ad- 
ministrationhaditsdevotedfriendin  the  chair  of  this 
House.  Mr.  Speaker,  is  not  such  a  case  supposable? 
Would  it  be  so  very  strange  a  thing  in  these  tirae&? 
Is  It  not  at  least  a  possible  case?  Sir,  I  will  not  go 
back  to  the  committees  of  1836,  and  '37  nor  remind 
yon  and  this  House  in  what  manner  yon  appointed 
Ihem.  There  is  now  a  minority  of  this  House  in 
opposition  to  the  Administration;  bat  at  the  same 
timb,  there  is  a  majority  opposed  to  your  fine  Ad- 
ministration scheme  of  a  Sub-Treasury,  and  who 
are  for  probing  the  corruptions  which  have 
grown  up  under  a  system  which,  though  thrice  re- 
jected, the  President  is  determined  to  force  on  the 
country.  Is  the  Speaker  with  that  majority?  And, 
if  not,  what  sort  of  probing  shall  we  have  from  a 
committee  of  his  naming? 

Ai;ain.  My  friend  from  South  Carolina  tells  us, 
in  tone  and  spirit  of  past  times — that  you  will  not 
catch  him  screening  pluderers — no,  sir,  not  fly- 
blowing can  harden  him  to  their  distress.  Well, 
air,  this  is  the  tone  I  was  wont  to  hear  echoing 
through  this  hall  when  the  genileraan  stood  side  by 
side  with  me,  and  went  heart  and  hand  for  a  bona 
Jidt  investigation  of  abuses.  Yet  the  honorable 
gentleman  will  allow  me  to  say  that  he  seems  to 
grant  the  investigation  somewhat  grudgingly.  He 
says,  '*take  your  committee!"  'Make  my  vote,*' 
"  take  it,"  if  you  will  have  it—"  take  it."  Sir,  I 
should  rather  have  expected  him  to  ask  that  vote 
from  others,  than  thus  to  grant  it  as  if  extorted. 

''Take  it,"  is  language  I  should  rather  have  ex- 
pected from  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  [Mr. 
CAMBaELXNG.]  But,  sir,  all  this  is  easily  explain- 
ed. It  all  arises  from  the  peculiar  position  my 
friend  occupies.  He  denounces  the  Whigs  as  a 
pitiful,  disappointed  faction;  yet,  permit  me  to  say, 
he  stands  with  those  who  seem  to  be  very  much 
like  a  disappointed  faction  themselves.  I  am  glad, 
however,  that  the  gentleman  and  bis  friends  are  at 
least  not  with  the  Administration.  He  cares  not  a 
farthing  on  what  party  the  blow  shall  fall:  he 
wpnld  nut  turn  on  his  heel  to  save  the  President. 
Indeed!  Has  a  change  come  over  the  spirit  of  his 
dream?  Does  he  begin  to  distrust  the  sincerity  of 
that  party  for  whose  embrace  he  1«A  bis  old  friends? 
I  expected  it  would  be  so.  And  I  congratulate  my 
friend  and  the  country  that  it  is  so. 

Again.  My  friends  from  South  Carolina  says, 
and  says  truly,  that  the  defalcations  are  not  to  be 
attributed  to  this  system  or  to  that.  No,  sir,  it  is 
neither  to  a  Bank  of  the  United  States,  nor  to  the 
State  banks,  nor  to  the  Sub-Treasury,  that  you  are 
to  attribute  these  enormous  corruptions.  No.  Have 
what  system  yon  may,  if  you  put  its  administration 
into  the  hands  of  wicked  and  incompetent  rulers, 
the  plan  must  fail  of  doing  any  good.  That  has 
been  proved  by  the  course  of  this  Administration. 
The  defalcation  of  Swartwout  commenced  under 
the  United  States  Bank  system:  it  went  on  under 
the  system  of  pet  banks;  and  it  reached  its  consum- 
mation under  the  Sub-Treasury  system,  which  is 
now  in  full  operation  "notwithstanding  any  lamen- 
tations, here  or  elsewhere."  Is  there  then  no  re- 
medy? Yes,  there  is  one,  and  only  one:  the  reme- 
dy is  a  oKNEaAL  tukn  out:  that,  and  that  alone,  is 
our  only  hope  of  salvation. 

Again.  My  friend  and  myself  differ  materially 
in  another  point.  He  blames  the  appropriations 
of  Congress  for  this  corruption.  To  that  there  is 
an  answer,  pat  and  plain.  Were  these  moneys, 
which  Swartwout stole,ever in  the  Treasur}  ?  Never. 
Then  they  were  not  appropriated  out  of  the  Treasury. 
No,  sir.  Appropriations  by  thisHonse  had  nothing 
to  do  with  it.  They  were  cnstom-housr  bonds  and 
other  aecurities,  stolen  i«  ItsmjAi,  before  they  ever 


got  into  the  Treasury.  So  far  from  being  appro- 
priated, they  were  never  eren  deposited.  How, 
then,  ea  i  my  honorable  friend  say  that  oar  appro- 
priations are  to  blame  for  Ihe  theft? 

But  I  come  now,  Mr.  Speaker,  to  reply 
to  the  remarks  of  the  gentleman  from  New 
York  [Mr.  Cambrblvng.]  I  asked  him  before, 
why  he  did  not  include  the  case  of  Price  in  his  mo- 
tion for  inqniry;  and  he  now  tells  me,  in  reply,  that 
it  would  have  been  wonderful  if  he  had,  because 
tlie  departure  of  Mr.  Price  was  not  then  heard  of. 
Indeed,  sir!  Mr.  Price  embarked  on  the  6ih;  the 
news,  immediately  reached  the  Treasury  by  his  let- 
ter; and  the  gentleman's  resolution  was  offered  on 
the  10th. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  here  explained.  The 
case  of  Swartwout  had  been  mentioned  in  the  Pre- 
sident's Message.  The  moment  it  was  announced, 
be  had  offered  his  resolution.  Price's  letter  was 
published  in  the  newspapers. 

Mr.  WISE.  I  refer  the  gentleman  to  the  jour- 
nal. There  is  the  entry.  His  resolution  was 
moved  on  the  10th. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG.    Was  it  not  on  the  8th? 

Mr.  WISE.    No,  sir;  it  was  on  the  10th. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG.  I  thought  it  had  been 
earlier. 

Mr.  WISE.  No,  sir,  no  earlier.  Wm.  Price;  the 
co-orator  of  the  honorable  gentleman  from  New 
York,  who  preceded  him  at  Tammany 

Mr.CAMBRELENG.  I  refer  the  gentleman  tehis 
collea{;ue  who  sits  near  me,  [Mr.  Merger,] 
whether  I  did  not  suggest  to  him  to  include  the  case 
of  Price. 

Mr.  WISE.  Oh  ho!  you  did  I— ah !— well ! 
Then  the  gentleman  did  know  of  Price's  case,  else 
how  could  he  have  suggested  to  my  colleague  to 
include  it? 

Mr.  MERCER  here  said  it  was  very  true  that  the 
honorable  gentleman  had  made  to  him  such  a  sug- 
gestion, intending  himself  to  offer  a  resolution  in 
almost  the  same  words  with  that  which  had  subse- 
quently been  offered  by  his  honorable  colleague  on 
the  other  side,  [Mr.  Garland,]  Mr.  M.  had  submit- 
ted it  to  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  who  said 
he  was  willing  to  accept  all  ot  it  but  the  clause  pro- 
viding for  the  appointment  of  the  investigating  com- 
mittee bv  ballot. 

Mr.  WISE.  Well,  sir.  The  matter  stands  pre- 
cisely in  »(a(i»  fuo.  '  The  gentleman  did  know  of 
Price's  defalcation,  though  he  has  just  said,  for  the 
second  time,  that  he  did  not.  There  is  no  escaping. 
The  gentleman  knew  it,  bit  did  not  include  it  in  his 
resolution.  Why?  Mr.  Price  i«  a  good,  genuine, 
full-blooded  Loco  Foco.  Swartwout  was  a  Con- 
servative. Swartwout's  case  must  be  examined— 
nothing  said  about  Price'*.  Sir,  Mr.  Price  follow- 
ed the  honorable  chairman  of  the  Committee  o 
Ways  and  Means  [Mr.  Caxbrblenq]  upon  the 
hustings  at  Tammany,  and  harangued  the  mob 
there  assembled  to  convince  them  that  the  Sub- 
Treasury  was  the  best  scheme  in  the  world  for  Jb^p- 
ing  the  public  money,  in  which  I  doubt  not  he  was 
very  sincere.  Sir,  they  were  co-ora^ors,  co-plotters; 
but,  as  God  would  have  it,  both  of  them — doubling 
teams  as  they  did— both  of  them  were  defeated— 
ay,  sir,  put  to  the  rout. 

But,  sir,  the  honorable  gentleman  is  very  indig- 
nant about  this  charge  of  whitewashing;  and,  to 
prove  that  the  committee  was  not  to  be  a  white- 
washing committee,  he  reminds  me  that  he  desired 
not  to  be  put  upon  it.  Sir,  I  know  he  did  not  de- 
sire to  be  put  on  that  committee.  No,  sir;  the 
Adminstration  has  other  uses  for  that  gentleman. 
He  Is  worked  sufficiently  by  being  put  at  the  head 
of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means.  But  the 
gentleman  well  knew  that,  though  he  was  not  to  be 
at  the  h'*nd  ot  the  whitewashing,  there  were  other 
gentlemcFi  strong  in  spirit  and  ardent  in  zeal  who 
stood  ready  to  serve  the  party  in  tmy  way.  I  did 
say,  and  I  here  repeat,  that,  judging  of  the  future 
from  the  past,  if  this  committee  of  inquiry  shall  be 
appointed  by  that  Speakkr,  (pointing  to  the  chair,) 
it  will  be  a  whitewashing  committcs. 

My  colUague  [Mr.  Mason]  wants  the  commit- 
mittee  appointed  by  ballot,  in  order  to  avoid  im- 
putations on  the  Speaker;  I  want  it  appointed  by 
ballot,  to  nvoid  the  Speaker  himself.  To  avoid 
impataUons!    After  the  experience  I  have  had, 


my  colleague  would  not  talk  in  snch  holiday  terms 
about  avoiding  impu tat  I. ;.«  -an  the  impartiality  of 
the  Chair.  We  had  two  investigating  committees 
in,  1837-8.  I  was  at  the  head  of  one,  and  my 
colleague,  whe  sits  on  this  bide  of  the  Bouisej 
[Mr.  Garland,]  was  at  the  head  of  the  other! 
Well ,  sir,  and  how  were  they  consiituiedl  As  I  said 
lately,  the  committee  was  nzt'tru.  Brcry  throir of 
the  dice  was  siill  n«e  trtt.  Sir,  not  only  had  I  tu 
play  with  a  slocked  pack,  but  the  dice  were  loaded. 
Sir,  can  the  people  play  as^ainst  this  Adminisira- 
tion  with  false  cards  and  false  dice?  No,  sir.  If  1 
play  again,  it  mijist  be  with  gentlemen,  and  at  tA 
honorable  game.  Furthert  if  1  catch  a  rtigae  cheat- 
ing me  of  my  money,  I  will  puoiih  him;  and  ne- 
ver will  I  play  with  that  man  again.  The{;entl^ 
man  from  New  York  goes  for  the  ''ordinary 
course."  Ay,  for  the  ordinary  course.  And  so 
does  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  who,  ttiroogh 
his  agent  here,  the  gentleman  from  New  Ham{H>' 
shire,  [Mr.  Cusrman.]  told  the  House  that  he  was 
very  willing  for  an  investigation  providei  the  edol* 
mittee  was  appointed  in  the  tiauat  moit. 

Mr«  CUSHMAN  rose  to  explain  amidst  cries  of 
"no,  no!*'  Heiiad  stated  that,  m  regard  to  the 
mode  of  appointing  the  committee,  the  Secretary 
had  made  no  allnsion  at  all. 

Mr.  W.  Oh  no,  sir,  none  at  all.  Bat  his 
friend,  the  honorable  gentleman  fr^m  New  Hamp*  I 
pshire  (without,  of  course,  the  last  conference  or 
understanding  with  the  Secretary)  is  willing  an  io-  \ 
vestigation  should  take  place,  provii/cd  the  commit- 
tee is  appointed  in  the  usual  mode.  Well,  sir, and 
what  is  the  **usoal  mode?"  1  may  say,  the  udh 
versal  model    Why,  sir,  it  is  sizt-lm. 

The  gentleman  fiom  New  York  said,  or  instnn* 
ated,  that  the  Conservatives  here  wished  :o  white- 
wash their  friend,  Mr.  Swartwout.  Why,  sir,  who 
is  Samuel  Swartwonil  Who  appointed  t)im1  Sir, 
it  was  (he  Greatest  and  Be^L  1  would  inqaire  of 
the  honorable  gentleman  whether  thxi  was  his  cer- 
tificate of  recommendation,  (pointing  to  a  book  in 
his  hand.)  There  is  a  b(K>k  in  ihe  Ltibrary  which 
bears  the  title  of '^Burr's  Trial,'' and  the  man  who 
appointed  Mr.  Swartwout  collector  of  New  York 
was  a  witness  on  that  trial,  and  knew  all  the  facu 
as  well,  if  not  better,  than  any  other  man.  Per- 
haps he  knew,  too,  that  Aaron  Burr  gave  Samnel 
Swartwout  a  letter  of  introduction  to  General  Wil- 
kinson.   I  will  read  it: 

•'Philadelphia,  July  25,  1806. 

*'DearSir:  Mr.  Swartwout,  the  brother  of  Co- 
lonel S.  of  New  York,  being  on  his  fiay  down  tha 
Mississippi,  and  prcsumini;  that  he  may  pasi  yoa 
at  some  post  on  the  river,  has  requested  of  me  a 
letter  of  mtro J nctioo,  which  I  give  with  pleasure, 
as  he  is  a  most  amiable  young  man,  and  highly  le^ 
spectable  from  hi^  character  and  connections.  I 
pray  you  to  afford  him  any  friendly  offices  which 
his  situation  may  require,  and  beg  you  to  panioo 
the  trouble  which  this  may  give  yuu.    . 

"With  entire  respect,  your  friend  and  obedient 
servant,  A.  BURR. 

"His  Excellency  Gen.  Wilkinson." 

Ay>  sir,  the  same  Swartwoui,  that  **amiable 
young  man,*' was  the  bearer,  in  thesame  envelope, 
of  all  of  Burr's  treasonab  e  pluis.  Swartwout  was 
saved  from  prosecution  himself  only  bycomiagool 
in  a  manly  manner  as  a  witness  asrainsfi  the  con- 
spirators. This  man — thus  tainted^-ihus  niaikcd 
with  the  plague  spot  of  ireabon — this  Levi,  the  son 
of  Alpheus,  was  appointed  to  sit  at  the  receipt  of  • 
customs  in  the  great  commercjal  metropolis*,  and 
the  party  approved  it.  Yet  (hey  themselves  now 
come  forwand  and  tell  uj  ih^i  this  traitor  to  his 
country  commenced  bis  woric  of  spoliation  from 
the  very  commencement  of  his  term  of  office,  aad 
continued  it  for  seven  years,  and  never  cea^  till 
his  term  expired;  an  1  yet  thr-  <3rovcrnment  never 
suspected  him!  '  And  now  we  are  to  be  told  that  ^ 
he  was  *a  CJonservative!" 

Sir,  I  will  put  to  the  gentleman  and  to  the  House 
a  case  in  simple  equations — in    the   rule  of  three: 
If  Samuel  Swartwout,  who  wa»   a   ConservativCi  j 
and  so  but  half  a  genaine  Loco  Foco,  stole  a  nil* 
lion  and  a  quarter,  how    much     would  he  bavt^ 
stolen  had  he  been  full-bloodedt  I  suppose  at  lei« 
two  millions  and  a  half.     It  seemx,  however,  thst  \ 
he  got  all  the  money  before  he  tomad  Cooservr 
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tive.  Sir,  eyeo,  allow  tog  he  had  any  Whig  blood 
in  his  Teins,  can  the  geatieraan  ascertaini  whether 
it  WIS  (his  or  the  other  sort  of  blood  that  prompted 
him  to  (0  these  depredations?  Certainly  the  Lcco 
Foeo  predominated  in  him. 

&x^  to  be  seiioos:  has  it  come  to  thi^i?  Are  we 
btOQght  80  low,  thai  when  pabiic  robbers  and  plun- 
doeisare  detected  and  brought  ap  for  punishment, 
we  are  to  be  told,  "  Oh,  you  should  nut  complain 
of  this,  or  seek  to  txp^  him,  because  he  ist  one  of 
year  party?  We  permit  oor  people  to  pick  and 
steal,  bat  yon  should  not  complain  when  one  of 
year  side  gets  a  little  spice  of  the  good  things  too." 
Wooidilbare  ever  been  supposed  that  a  repre- 
aenrarive  of  the  people  in  this  House,  and  one  spe- 
eially  bonnd,  from  the  place  he  occupies,  to  devise 
vays  ard  means  to  save  the  public  purse,  would 
bring  sach  an  insulting  argument  before  us?  Is  it 
ioteoded  to  hold  up  a  bribe  to  the  Swi*s?  a  reward 
to  those  who  will  becjme  parasites  and  panders  to 
the  men  in  power?  Can  that  be  the  meaning  of 
such  a  course? 

fie  teiisns  that  Swanwont  is  to  be  whitewashed 
by  a  committee  appointed  "in  the  dark.*'    Sir, 
hfw  many  windows  are  there  in  this  hall?    There, 
sir,  o?er  head,  is  a  magnificent  dome,  and  the  sky- 
light at  its  top  sheds  a  vertical  light  upon  ns — the 
light  oTday— of  this  day — ^and  it  is  the  8th  of  Janu- 
ary, remember,  [the  drums  were  heard  at  the  mo- 
menr.]    And  are  we  to  be  told,  in  the  full  sunlight 
of  heaven,  that  what  we  do  here  is  done  "  in  the 
darkT*    What  does  the  gentleman  mean?    Does 
he  mean  that  if  we  vote  by  ballot,  the  President 
will  not  know  how  each  man  professing  to  be  a 
friend  of  tiie  party,  voted?    Is  that  what  he  means? 
If  it  is,  (and  it  is  what  he  means,)  I  tell  him  that, 
in  a  case  like  this,  "  darkness,"  in  his  sen»e  of  the 
term,  soits  the  interests  of  the  people  better  than 
light    If  to  vote  for  this  searching  committee  vvoa 
ffee,or  leave  it  to  be  nominated  by  the  Chair,  will 
ensore  ihf  purposes  of  those  in  power,  then  better 
weie  it  that  we  be  descended  into  the  ton.b  pre- 
parer beneath  this  Capitol  for  the  ashes  of  the  Fa- 
ther of  his  country.    Ay,.sir,  better  that  we  voted 
in  a  vault,  than  be  called  to  stand  and  vote  in  front 
of  the  spears  of  power.    If  the  people  need  the  pa- 
noply of  the  balioi  box,  give  them  the  ballot  box. 

The  gentleman  asks,  what  has  become  of  the 
miUioDS  which  have  been  stolen?  What  has  Swart* 
wont  done  with  the  money?  knowing  (as  he  might 
know)  that  it  was  given  for  speculation  to  the 
Morris  Canal  and  Banking  Company.    Now,  sir, 
it  90  happens  that  I,  too,  know  something  about 
that  Morris  Canal  Company,  as  well  as  the  hono- 
rable gentleman.      In    1837, 1  received  a  letter 
staCEOg  that  the  pubbc  money  had  been  abstracted 
linom  the  Girard  Bank  and  other  banks,  to  be  em- 
l^oyed  in   purposes  of  speculation;  and   thai  the 
Josephs  ot  New  York,  and  Mr.  Lewis,  were  privy 
to  the  facl5.     I   thereupon  issued  summoses  calling 
Lewis  and  the  Josephs  to  the  city  of  Washington, 
fo  testify  before  a  committee.     But  when  Lewui 
came  before  ns,  not  one  of  the  various  questions 
which  I  pat  to  him,  to  elicit  U»e  truth  ef  the  case, 
would  that   famous  and  pure  me-lres  committee 
snfler  to  be   put  1    And,  after  this,  would  you  sup- 
pose  that  any  friend  of  the  AdminiMration  would 
xise  here  and  dare  to  talk  to  me  about  this  Morris 
Canal  and  Banking  Company?    When  I  wrote  to 
Ihe  Josephs,  I  got,  in  reply,  one  of  the  most  pitia- 
ble letters  you  ever  saw,  stating  that  he  had  some 
hodily  ailment  which  would  prevent  him  from  com- 
■^  on.       So  much    for  the  gentleman's  '^Morris 
CSanal  and  Banking  Company.'* 

Bat  I  ask  you,  sir,  and  I  ask  the  coonntry,  and 
r  ask  the  sentleman  himself,  what  were  the  officers 
>f  this  Grovemment  doing  while  these  abductions 
ii  the  pabiic  treasure,  for  purposes  of  private  spe- 
calatioD,  were  going  on?  [Here  Mr.  Wise  sunk 
is  Toice  so  low  as  to  be  totally  inaudible  to  the 
eporter.]  Sir,  the  answer  will  be  found  in  ihe 
e/ebraied  leiter  of  Mr.  Senator  Hendricks  to  the 
eoretary,  about  the  case  of  Spencer—''  Better  let  U 

And  oow,  sir,  we  are  told  that  the  light-houses, 
m  very  eyes  of  commerce,  are  to  be  put  out,  and 
rer  and  liarbor  improvements  are  to  stop,  by  rea- 
a  of  diese  defalcations  of  the  Administration 'd 
tvattm^  while  tbonsai^ds  upon  thousands  aia  to 


go  to  buy  votes,  and  to  retain  power  most  ignomi- 
niously  goi»  and  which  vou  have  dishonored. 

Mr.  BOON  said,  after  the  display  of  eloquence 
which  had  just  been  witnessed  by  all  present,  he 
had  risen  to  address  the  House  under  some  embar- 
rassment. But,  inasmuch  as  what  he  had  to  say 
was  not  intended  for  those  in  the  galleries  of  the 
House,  or  for  the  House  itself,  he  presumed  it 
would  be  permitted  to  pass  foe  what  it  might  be 
worth  to  those  for  whose  ear  it  was  intended.  I, 
said  Mr.  B.  wish  to  speak  a  few  words  for  bun- 
combe. I  intend  my  remarks  for  my  constituents, 
if  what  I  say  should  chance  to  reach  them,  in  order 
to  let  them  know  why  it  is  that  I  will  not  vote  to 
appoint  a  committee  of  the  House  by6a^( — by  the 
members  of  the  House.  I  am  opposed  to  the  pro- 
position, because  it  woul^  be  a  total  departure,  not 
only  from  the  itaiiai  mode  of  appointing  committees 
of  this  House,  but  it  would  also  be  a  depariure 
from  the  universal  practice  which  had  prevailed  in 
the  House  of  Representatives  from  its  first  orga- 
nization to  the  present  time.  And,  furthermore,  it 
would  be,  as  had  been  very  truly  remarked  by  the 
gentleman  from  New  York,  [Mr.  Cambrslkng,]  a 
ditrk  transaction,  and  avoiding  altogether  any  indi- 
vidual responsibility  to  the  country,  in  the  appoint- 
ment of  important  comuiiuees,  thus  to  be  raised  in 
the  darky  by  ballot,  I  again  repeat  the  fact,  that  the 
appointment  of  a  committee  of  this  House  by  bal- 
lot would  l)e  a  dark  transaction;  for  it  would  be 
utterly  impossible  for  the  country  to  know  how,  or 
for  whom,  any  member  of  the  House  voted.  If 
the  long  established  practice  in  the  appointment  of 
committees  of  this  House  is  to  be  departed  from  in 
this  particular  case,  let  it  be  by  a  vma  9oe$  vote,  in 
order  that  responsibility  to  the  country  may  attach 
where  of  right  it  should  do. 

Mr.  B.  said  he  was  in  favor  of  the  freest  and 
fullest  investigations  into  frauds  and  defalcations 
of  public  officers  of  evtry  description,  and  he  was 
also  in  favor  of  the  appointment  of  committees  for 
any  and  for  all  purposes  by  the  Speaker  of  the 
House,  believing  that  a  fairer  committee  for  all 
parties  would  be  obtained  by  appointment  made  by 
the  presiding  officer  of  the  House,  than  by  the 
House  itself.  Should  the  committee  be  appointed 
by  the  Speaker  of  the  House,  he  would,  no  doubt, 
appoint  some  Ck>n8ervatives,  some  Whigs,  and 
some  Administration  men.  This,  Mr.  B.  said, 
would  be  right.  But  should  the  committee  be  ap- 
pointed by  the  House  by  6ai^,  it  would  most  likely 
be  composed  of  members  of  one  party  only.  This 
would  not  be  right  or  proper.  But,  continued  Mr. 
B.  it  is  both  right  and  proper  that  there  should  be 
a  majority  of  Administration  men.  on  all  commit- 
tees. It  was,  he  said,  the  parliamentary  usage  to 
appoint,  on  all  committees,  a  majority  of  members 
composing  such  committees  who  were  known  tp 
be  friendly  to  the  Administration. 

Some  gentlemen  seem  to  think  that  it  is  no  maU 
ter  whether  a  public  defaulter  be  a  Whig,  or  a 
Con^^ervative,  or  an  Administration  man.  Sir,  said 
Mr.  B.  I  think  differently  from  gentlemen  enter- 
taining these  views.  It  has  been  the  constant  policy 
of  the  Opposition,  by  every  possible  means,  to 
make  the  people  at  a  distance  from  this  city  believe 
that  tliere  was  not,  in  the  whole  country,  a  Go- 
vernment officer  or  a  public  defaulter  that  was  not 
an  Administration  man,  and  that  all  the  frauds 
upon  the  public  Treasury  have  been  committed  by 
friends  of  the  late  and  present  Chief  Magistrates. 
This,  said  Mr.  B.  is  untrue;  and  it  was  but  right 
that  the  trutk  should  go  forth  to  the  people,  and  the 
country  should  know  whether  the  Whigs,  or  the 
Conservatives,  or  the  Democrats,  had  committed 
the  greatest  public  frauds,  or  stolen  most  from  the 
public  Treasury.  This  was  a  very  important  fact 
to  be  known  and  properly  understood  by  the  Ame- 
rican people.  If,  at  any  time,  an  office  holder  of 
the  Opposition  was  removed  from  office  for  any 
cause  whatever,  the  yelp  of  ''proscription  for  opi- 
nion's sake''  was  immediately  raised  by  the  Fede- 
ral press  throughout  the  cDuntiy;  and  if  certain  of 
the  late  public  defaulters  had  been  earlier  de- 
tected in  their  peculations  upon  the  Treasury,  and 
removed  from  office,  the  country  would  have  beard 
the  old  cry  of  '^proscription  for  opinion's  sake." 

The  genlleman  from  ViiginialMr.  Wisk]  pro- 
ponaded  tt>  tha  Cbaie  a  qaaation  of  arithmetic^  lo 


bf  answered  by  the  rule  of  three,  and  which  was: 
"If  a  Conservative  office  holder  had,  in  a  given 
periul,  stolen  from  the  public  Treasury  a  million 
and  a  quarter  of  dollars,  how  much  would  a  full- 
blooded  Loco  Foeo  have  stolen  in  the  bame  length 
of  time?"  Now,  said  Mr.  B.  I  propose  that  ihe 
question  be  put  in  this  way:  '^If  a  Conservative  of- 
fice holder  has,  in  a  given  period  of  time,  stolen 
from  the  public  Treasury  a  million  and  a  quarter 
of  dollars,  how  much  more  would  a  full-blooded 
wiggletail  fF%^  have  stolen  in  tl^e  same  length  of 
time?" 

Mr.  BOND  then  obtained  the  floor,  and,  having 
proceeded  for  some  time,  moved  an  adjournment. 

And  thereupon  the  House  adjourned. 


DEFERRED  DEBATE. 
HocsR  OF  Representatives,  January  10,  1839. 

DRY  DOCKS. 

Thn  House  having  resolved  itself  into  Commit- 
tee oL'  the  Wl&ole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  [Mr. 
Banks  of  Vigrinia  in  the  chair,]  on  certain  bills  re- 
ported from  the  Committee  on  Naval  Afifairs,  and 
which  had  been  made  the  special  order  for  ^ihis 
day— 

The  committee  took  up  for  consideration  the  bill 
for  extending  and  improving  the  navy  yard  at 
Brooklyn,  New  York,  and  for  constructing  a  dry 
dock  at  the  same. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  PAYNTER  to 
amend  the  bill,  by  inserting  a  new  section  appro- 
priating 1 100.000  for  the  construction  of  a  dry  dock 
at  the  navy  yard  in  Philadelphia. 

Mr.  P.  said  that  the  time  had  arrived  when  every 
navy  yard,  of  any  magnitude,  in  our  country, 
ought  to  have  a  dry  dock.  In  the  year  1815,  one 
of  the  largest,  and  probably  best,  ships  in  our  navy 
was  launched  from  the  navy  yard  in  Philadelphia. 
That  ship  had  been  taken  to  Qosport  to  be  finished. 
What  would  have  been  the  consequence  if  this 
were  to  be  the  case  in  time  ef  war?  The  ship 
would  be  captured  before  she  got  out  ot  the  capes. 
This  was  a  bad  condition  to  be  in.  He  hoped  his 
amendment  would  prevail.  He  believed  that  a 
dry  dock  could  not  be  built  under  one  or  two  years, 
and  he  asked  this  apprq>riation  for  the  purpose  of 
commencing  upon  it. 

Mr.  PICKENS  said  he  had  risen  simply  to  re- 
mark that  the  bill,  as  it  came  from  the  Committee 
oa  Naval  Affairs,  was  such  as  could  receive  hia 
support  most  cordially.  It  provided  for  the  erec- 
tion of  a  dry  dock  near  the  city  of  New  York — a 
measure  which  was  admitted  in  all  quarters  to  bo 
absolutely  essential  for  oar  ships;  and  it  was  a  re- 
markable fact  that  a  work  of  this  kind  would 
more  than  pay  back  the  cost  of  its  construction  in 
a  very  few  years,  in  the  preservation  and  repair  of 
oar  vessels.  But  if  the  gentleman  from  Pennsyl- 
vania [Mr.  PATNTEa]  persisted  in  his  effort  to  ap- 
pend this  new  appropriation  for  another  object, 
other  gentlemen  in  different  parts  of  the  House 
would  offer  Iheir  amendments,  and  would  thus  cre- 
ate an  interest  in  the  House  in  favor  of  local  ap- 
propriations, which  would  be  the  means  of  defeat- 
ing the  bill.  If  the  bill  was  to  be  loaded  down  with 
such  amendments,  it  oould  not  receive  his  (Mr. 
P's)  sanction.  This  was  a  branch  of  that  system 
which  had  been  introduced  here,  and  which  had 
given  birth  toniisonnd  legislation  by  combining  lo- 
cal interests  on  particular  measures,  and  thus  unit- 
ing a  majority  which  would  pass  a  bill  amounting 
to  a  million  of  dollars;  when,  probably,  not  a  sin- 
gle isolated  measure  coMahMd  in  ii|  could,  of  inMlf, 
and  on  its  own  merits,  have  received  the  vote  of  a 
majority.  He  protested  against  dits  system,  and 
hoped  the  amendment  would  not  prevail.  Let  the 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  bring  in  a  bill  at  the 
nest  session  of  Congress  to  gain  his  object;  let  it 
stand  on  its  own  separate  merits.  But  let  it  not 
interfere  with  the  object  of  the  preeent  bill.  Mr.  P. 
believed  that  a  dry  dock  was.  absolutely  required 
at  New  York — mnre  so,  probably,  than  in  any 
other  part  of  the  country. 

Mr.  INaHAM  said,  that  although  the  gentle- 
man from  Pennsylvania,  [Mr.  Patntbr,]  who 
offered  tfHa  ameadmeni^  wa»  a  member  Pf  tbf 
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Committee  on  Naval  Affairs,  yet  be  bad  not  of- 
fered tbe  amendmest  to  the  consideraiion  of  the 
com  ru  ittee.  Ht  a  ppealed  to  tbe  gentleman  to  with- 
draw  it,  and  not  to  embarrass  a  bill  which  provided 
for  the  erection  of  a  dry  dock  in  a  place  where  it 
was  needed,  and  which  had  from  time  to  time  re- 
ceived the  approbation  of  the  Department.  The 
site  at  Philadelphia  had  never  been  recommended 
by  th«  Secreury  of  tbe  Navy. 

Mr.  NAYLOR.  Did  I  understand  the  ^ntleman 
from  Connecticnt  [Mr.  Ingram]  to  say  that  the  site 
of  tbe  navy  vard  at  Philadelphia  had  never  been 
examined  with  a  view  to  the  establishment  of  a 
dry  dock  therel  There  was  a  very  elaborate  report 
made  by  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs  at  the 
last  session  of  Congress  in  favor  of  such  an  esta- 
blishment there ! 

Mr.  INaHAM  said  he  admitted  it  What  he 
intended  to  say  wa3,  that  the  site  had  never  bean 
examined  by  any  of  the  proper  officers  of  the  De- 
partment, with  a  view  to  establish  a  dry  dock 
there,  and  that  it  had  never  been  recommended  by 
the  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Mr.  NAYLOR.  It  strikes  me,  Mr.  Chairman, 
thai  the  site  of  Philadelphia  is  strongly  reoom- 
mended  by  the  necessities  of  tbe  case.  And  I  will 
Twint  to  a  fact  which,  of  ilstlf^  aptrnka  volumes. 
One  of  the  finest  ships  ever  built  here,  or  probably 
in  the  world^the  ship  of  the  line  Pennsylvania- 
was  taken  froM  Philadelphia  to  Norfolk  for  the  pur- 
pose of  being  there  coppered  and  finished.  And 
whyl  Becaase  we  had  not  the  materials  and  the 
akilll  No !  But  becanse  there  was  no  dry  dock  at 
Philadelphia.  The  finest  ships  that  have  been  built 
in  the  .  oonntry— the  President,  the  Franklin,  the 
North  Carolina,  the  Gnerriere,  the  Pennsylvania — 
every  one  of  them  has  been  taken  from  that  port. 
We  have  from  time  to  time  been  building  the  best 
and  the  finest  ships,  by  the  best  mechanics  in  the  coun- 
try, and  yet  they  are  taken  from  Philadelphia  to 
be  finished.  If  such  be  the  fact,  why  not  have  a 
dry  dock?  Is  it  not  neededl  It  strikes  me  that 
Philadelphia  and  New  York  are  both  places  where 
dry  docks  are  required  more  than  any  where  else. 
In  Philadelphia  there  is  a  great  mercantile  com- 
munity. Sailors  are  raised  there,^and  if  you  wilV 
extend  to  them  the  same  encouragement  that  they 
find  in  the  merchant  service,  there  would  be  a  suf- 
ficient number  to  man  your  whole  navy.  Yov 
have  there  skilful  and  enterpriKmg  meehanicsyable 
to  build  your  best  ships,  and  who  do  build  them. 
You  have  all  the  materials  for  buiidinir,  and  all 
tbe  means  of  equipping,  supplying,  and  manning 
them;  and,  in  addition  to  this,  you  have  good 
sound  fresh  water,  which  is  not  injurious  to  the 
bottoms  of  the  ships.  I  appeal  to  the  candor  of 
the  gentlemaafrom  South  Carolina,  [Mr.  PicsBific,] 
whether  these  facts  do  not  show  a  strong  necessity 
for  a  dry  dock  at  Philadelphia.  We  build  as  many 
vessels,  and  we  build  them  as  well,  as  the  people 
of  any  other  port  in  the  Union.  Our  country  is 
proud  of  them,  and  yet  we  cannet  have  the  satit- 
raciion  of  completing  tliem  because  we  have  no  dry 
dock.  In  time  of  war,  Philadelphia  is  beyond  the 
reach  of  an  enemy,  and  yet,  by  the  aid  of  steam 
vessels,  ycu  can  take  a  ship  from  the  capes  of  the 
Delaware  to  theeity  in  twelve  or  fifteen  hours,  and 
place  her  beyond  the  thunders  of  an  enemy.  The 
disUnce  of  Philadelphia  from  the  ocean  is,  there- 
fore, a  reoommendatioB  in  its  favor,  instead  of  be- 
ing an  objectioA.  Under  all  these  circumstanees, 
I  ask  if  this  is  not  a  reasonable  amendment?  Is 
there  not  aa  mnch  neeessity  for  a  dry  dock  In 
Philadelphia  as  in  New  York? 

PhiJadelphiaisagreat  building  station,  and  is 
one  of  the  oldest  and  most  celebrated  in  the  coun- 
try. A  navy  can  be  there  built,  supplied,  equipped, 
manned,  and  fitted  out  for  ail  tbe  purposes  of  war 
or  peaiae,  at  leart  aa  speedily  and  as  well  as  in  any 
other  place  in  tbe  country,  and  at  a  much  more  eco- 
nomical rattti  These  Are  advantages  which  every 
navai  station  should  have;  and  no  naval  sution 
can  be  rompleitt  without  them.  Philadelphia  pos- 
sesses, them  attin  an  eminent  degree.  In  adopting 
this  amendment,  therefore,  and  establlshmg  a  dry 
dock  there,  you  give  to  her  and  her  mechsnios  the 
opportunity  to  pnt  forth  ail  their  genhis  and  skill 
to  the  increase' and  improvement  olonr  njvy,  and 
to  the  elevjuiott  of  oumaval  dnramer.  Why  sboold 


it  not,  therefore,  be  sustained?  You  have  esta- 
blished your  navy  yard  there  at  a  great  cost  to  the 
Gbvernment;  why  not  complete  it?  And  it  cannot 
be  completed  until  you  construct  in  it  a  dry  dock ! 
I  hope  the  amendment  may  prevail. 

Mr.  MALLORY  said  that  the  gentleman  Arom 
Pennsylvania  [Mr.  Natlob]  seemed  to  mistake  the 
main  object  of  a  dry  dock.  It  was  not  so  much  to 
finish  vessels  which  were  built,  aa  to  repair  the^. 
One  great  objection  to  Philadelphia  was  the  ice  m 
the  winter  season.  In  the  next  place,  there  was 
not  a  sufficient  draught  of  water  for  a  vessel  of 
war,  with  all  her  armament  and  stores,  to  go  there. 
Now,  in  New  York  there  was  the  requisite  draught 
of  water,  and  also  in  other  places.  When  the 
North  Carolina  was  carried  round  to  Boston,  there 
was  not  a  dry  dock  in  the  United  States.  She  was 
carried  there  aimply  because  it  was  safer  than  any 
where  else.  The  great  object  of  a  dry  dock  was, 
that  when  a  ship  of  war,  with  her  crew,  armament, 
and  monitions  aboard,  needed  overhauling  in  her 
bottom,  she  could  be  carried  into  one  of  these  docka 
and  repaired  without  moving  any  thing.  The  dry 
docket  Boston  had  saved  to  the  country  more  mo- 
ney than  the  cost  of  its  construction.  He  had  no 
hostility  to  Philadelphia,  but  he  did  not  regard  it  as 
a  proper  place  for  a  dry  dock.  If  a  bill  were 
brought  forward  in  a  proper  shape,  probably  his 
opposition  to  it  might  cease.  But,  at  present,  he 
saw  no  reason  to  favor  the  project. 

Mr.  W.  THOMPSON  said  he  had  almost  made 
up  his  mind,  aAer  the  course  which  the  present,  or, 
he  should  more  properly  say,  the  late  Administra- 
tion had  pursued  towards  the  South  on  the  subject 
of  navy  yards,  never  to  vote  for  another  appropria- 
tion for  a  Northern  navy  yard,  even  if  the  alterna- 
tive presented  to  him  should  be  tbe  rotting  of  the 
whole  navy.  He  intended,  however,  to  vote  for  this 
appropriation  for  a  dry  dock  at  New  York  There 
were  two  or  three  line  of  battle  ships  now  in  that 
port  which  were  absolutely  rotting  for  want  of  it; 
and,  though  he  coald  not,  under  such  circum- 
stances, withhold  his  assent  to  the  appropriation, 
yet  he  confessed  he  yielded  it  most  reluctantly. 
Aod  when  he  made  this  declaration,  he  trusted  that 
bis  course  in  this  House,  and  more  especially  in  re- 
ference to  the  section  of  country  from  which  he 
came,  would  exempt  him  from  the  imputation  of 
being  influenced  by  any  unworthy  spirit  of  jealousy, 
or  by  any  desire  to  enter  into  the  miserable  Fcram- 
ble  for  the  public  money  or  the  public  offices. 

This  was  almost  the  only  branch  of  the  public 
service  in  which  the  South  could  receive  any  appro- 
priations. Deeply  solicitous  as  the  whole  South  is 
for  the  success  of  our  great  enterprise,  the  Charles- 
ton and  Cincinnati  Railroad,  we  do  not  ask,  and 
cannot  even  receive,  an  appropriation  from  this 
Government. 

Look  at  the  situation  of  yonr  Southern  coast, 
continued  Mr.  T.  There  is  not  a  place  fh>m  Nor- 
folk 10  the  Qulf  of  Mexico,  where  even  a  long-boat 
can  be  repaired.  And,  although  three  years  since 
I  succeeded  in  extorting  from  the  House,  by  rally- 
ing Southern  and  Western  gentlemen,  and  by  put- 
ting them  upon  their  metal,  an  appropriation  fcr 
tbe  niVal  establishment  at  Penaaeola,  yet  none  of 
that  money  has  been  laidout.  It  was grudgiitgly 
given,  and  has  not  yet  been  expended.  Under  these 
circumstances,  I  shall  vote  in  favor  of  this  appro- 
priation, but  I  will  not  vote  for  it  if  it  is  connected 
with  any  rider  whatsoever. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENO  said  that  as  this  was  the 
first  appropriation  during  the  present  session  for  a 
new  object,  it  might  be  proper  to  say  a  word  in 
relation  to  it.  Properly  speaking,  however,  this 
was  not  a  new  appropriation.  It  was  merely  re- 
appropriating  that  which  had  been  carried  to  the 
snrp:o<  fond — an  appropriation  which  had  been 
made  three  years  ago,  but  the  expenditure  of  which 
had  been  defeated,  owing  to  the  difficulties  arising 
with  speculators  and  proprietors  of  lands  in  the 
neighborhood  of  New  York.  The  only  appropria* 
tion,  therefore,  now  made,  was  to  reappropriate 
the  amoani  which  had  been  carried  to  the  surplus 
fund.  He  should  vote  in  favor  of  it,  but  he  hoped 
no  other  appropriation  would  be  added  to  it.  And 
he  hoped,  also,  that  no  appropriations  for  new  ok>- 
jecto  of  an3'  kind  would  be -made  during  the  present 
,  eseepi  such  aa  weie  indiapeuM^ly  rcqniaite 


for  public  purposes.  The  amount  of  appropria- 
tions which  would  be  charged  upon  the  revenue  of 
1839,  would  probably  not  be  less  than  twenty-six 
millions,  besides  which  we  had  eight  millions  of 
Treasury  notes  to  redeem.  It  won  Id  be  diflicalt  to 
devise  the  ways  and  means  to  meet  this  charge, 
without  suspending  some  ot  the  appropriations. 

He  repeated  the  hope,  therefore,  that  no  appro- 
priations for  new  objects  would  receive  the  ssnction 
of  the  House,  unless  they  were  of  a  character  not 
to  be  dispensed  with. 

Mr.  PARMENTER  called  the  attention  of  the 
House  to  the  expenses  attending  the  construction  of 
a  dry  dock,  which  he  believed  would  amount  to 
some  five  or  six  hundred  thousand  dollars.  A  oan- 
her  of  years  ago,  various  sites  in  the  Union  had 
been  examined,  with  a  view  to  ascertain  vhidi 
would  be  the  most  proper.  A  report  was  made  in 
favor  of  Charlesfown  and  Gosport,  bat  ibene  were 
serious  objections  urged  against  tke  establishment 
of  a  dry  dock  at  Brooklyn.  In  the  first  place,  it 
was  highly  important  that  a  dry  dock  shoold  be 
placed  in  a  navy  yard  which  was  accessible  at  all 
seasons  of  the  year,  so  as  not  to  be  exposed  lo  the 
blockade  of  an  enemy.  During  the  last  war  with 
Great  Britain,  the  port  of  New  York  was  eniirely 
blockaded,  and  it  was  almost  impossible  for  ve»eb 
to  gel  in. 

Atthouch  it  is  true  (continued  Mr.  P.)  that  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy  ha.s  been  in  favor  of  the 
ron traction  of  a  dry  dock  at  Brooklyn,  yet  the 
Commissioners  of  the  Navy  have  expressed  tbe 
opinion  that  two  dry  docks  are  ample  for  the  waats 
of  the  naval  service  of  the  United  States.  We 
have  two  already,  and  no  advantage  can  reesalt 
from  increasing  their  number,  except  for  usem 
time  of  war.  If  a  dry  dock  cannot  be  used  io 
time  of  war,  it  seems  to  me  thai  it  is  iinpix>per  to 
go  to  the  expense  of  its  constructibo. 

The  bar  of  New  York  prevents  the  largest  8i«d 
vessels  from  entering  that  port  at  all  times.  It  has 
been  said  that  the  average  draught  of  ships  of  the 
first  class  is  26  feet,  of  the  second  class  25  feet,  of 
frigates  of  the  first  class  221  feet,  of  frigates  of  ibf 
second  class  21  feet.  This  bill  is  accompanied 
with  no  report  or  estimates.  The  average  dtrpth 
of  water  on  the  bjr  of  New  York  harbor  ha<  been 
estimated  at  22  feer.  It  appears  to  me  that  tbe 
subject  ought  to  be  dePerred  until  a  futare  Cob« 
gress,  and,  if  it  be  thought  neces>afy  to  have  a  nev 
dry  dock,  a  full  examination  of  the  whole  subject, 
and  reports  and  estimates  pre^ente*!,  before  a  sjv 
tem  is  recommended  which  would  involve  ihe  ex« 
penditnre  of  so  large  amounts. 

My  impression  is  that  the  matter  should  be  d^ 
ferred.  There  is  no  necessity  exi.<ting  fortbeef- 
tablishroent  of  a  dry  dock  in  Brooklyn.  Let  aa 
examinatioil  be  made  into  the  subject,  and  let  tis 
wait  till  we  have  such  a  report  as  will  sat i^^fy  the 
House  of  the  expediency  of  the  project.  For  oy 
own  part,  Uiking  into  consideration  !he  objections 
whice  exist  against  this  panirular  location,  and 
believing  also  that  if  you  intend  to  e«iRbUshdty 
docks  upon  a  general  system,  you  ought  to  esiabli** 
one  at  Philadelphia,  I  hope  the  matter  will  be  de- 
ferred, at  least  until  the  necessity  of  constroctiBg 
one  at  Brooklyn  is  clcarl .  demonstrated. 

Mr.  REED  would  not  enter  into  any  debate  on 
this  subject,  for  he  hoped   that  this  would  lornoct 
to  l)e  a  business  session.     He  had   nothing  to  »y 
against  the  constniction  <  f  a  dry  dock  at  Net  i 
York.    He  took  it  for  granted  thai  only  onestiA  ' 
dock  was  now  about  to  l^e  provided  for,  and  that  I 
one  ought  to  be  at  New  York.  ' 

As  fo  the  examtiaiion  spt'uen  of  by  thegeotk- 
man  who  last  had  addressed  lUe  House,  [Mr.  Pa«' 
a«BNTER,]  he  (Mr.   R.)  wouKl  say  that  there  m 
been  no  one  question  relating  lo  the  navy  trhiek 
had  been  more  closely  exar  >  "^M  than  this  ray 
question  of   the    construct i- a  v(  a  dry  dockij 
Brooklyn.    Three  year?  ago  an  appropriation  b» 
been  made  for  thir*  object,  but  had  been  strangof. 
defeated.    It  was  not  for  him  to  com  plain  of  spe*, ; 
lators.     He  would  only  say  that  petiJions  had  WJ; 
got  up  to  show  ihnt  some  place  in  the  vicinity.  »j 
New  York  offered  greater  ad  van  tag's  for  the  fcJ^^ 
lion  of  a  dry  dock  than  New  York  did,  andtbarir 
construetlon  had  Uetc  improperly  postponed.  If 
.  ocnMhtteiion  of  the  dock  was  recommended  by  ■ 
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Navy  Department.  The  appropriation  was  sup- 
ported by  the  gentleman  from  Soaih  Carolina, 
[Mr.  Thompson,]  althoagh  relactanlly,  because 
tbe  necessity  of  the  ca«e  was  loo  strong  to  be  re- 
siiied.  Hft(Mr.  R.)  had  nothing  to  say  in  relation 
to  the  South  at  this  time.  It  was  snfficient  for  him 
toksowthat  this  appropriation  was  exceedingly 
Beeded.  The  project  had  been  postponed  too  long 
already  And  as  to  the  objection  whic^  one  gen- 
tleman [Mr.  Parmenter]  had  made  in  regard  tu 
the  depth  of  the  water,  did  he  not  know  that  a  ship 
of  the  lioe  had  just  left  that  port  wifh  her  crew, 
her  armament,  and  her  roanitions  and  stores  on 
boanf,  aad  that  she  had  water  enough  and  to 
spare? 

There  had  been  numerons  reports  made  on  the 
robject,  btit  the  gentleman  did  not  seem  fully  ac* 
qoainted  with  them.  The  House,  hewever,  it  was 
to  be  presumed,  was  in  possession  of  the  requisite 
iaforma'ioii. 

As  to  a  dry  dock  at  Philadelphia,  he  [Mr.  R.] 
woald  say  roihing  now.  He  would  speak  of  it 
at  ibe  proper  lime.  It  was  obvious  that  only  one 
appropriation  would  be  made  for  a  dry  dock  now. 
liiir,  therefore,  be  placed  vhcie  the  Department 
and  the  jost  sense  of  the  country  have  decided  that 
itOQghtiu  be  placed. 

Mr.' HOFFMAN  said  he  did  not  rise  to  debate 
(his  qu€!>tior),  but  merely  to  answer  a  statement 
made  by  ihe  gentleman  from  Massachnseits,  [Mr. 
PiRMtNTER.]  But,  in  the  first  instance,  he  (Mr. 
H )  wished  to  correct  an  error  which  pervaded  the 
committee,  that  this  was  an  appropriation  for  a 
dry  deck  at  New  York.  Such  was  not  the  fact. 
It  was  an  approp  iation  for  a  dry  dt  ck  at  the  city 
of  Brooklyn,  on  Long  Island. 

The  {Treat  purposes  of  a  dry  duck  were  not  to 
copper  an  1  finish  vessels.  The  mam  object  was 
trt  place  ihem  in  a  siiuaiion  where,  from  the  rcadi- 
aess  of  access  to  the  sea,  and  the  provision  of  the 
ttquisite  material,  vessels  might  enter  and  be 
promptly  repaired  in  time  of  service.  It  was  not 
nef^«ry,  however,  to  dwell  on  this  point. 

Nor  was  he  oppowd  to  a  dry  dt^k  at  Philadel- 
phia. Fie  shonld  cheerfully  vote  in  favor  of  an 
appropriation  for  that  purpose,  whenever  it  might 
be  brought  before  the  House.  But  (continued 
Mr.  H.)  from  the  lone  and  temper  of  the  House 
at  the  present  time,  I  will  ask  gentlemen  whether 
it  i^  Tight  that  a  bill,  which  might  otherwise  pass 
with  onantmity,  should  be  incumbered  by  amend- 
ttenfs  for  objects  which  will  defeat  their  wishes 
and  our  own,  whether  we  are  hostile  to  them  or 
not?  Let  (hem  a^ist  us,  and  I,  for  one,  will  give  (hem 
my  siippoit  m  favor  of  a  dry  dock  at  Philadelphia 
whcofverihe  question  shall  be  fairly  presented. 

la  reply  to  the  argument  of  the  gentleman  from 
Massachui>etis,  [Mr.  Parmenter,]  I  will  ask  him 
if  he  has  forgotten  that  one  of  the  largest  ships  in 
the  service  entered  the  harbor  of  New  York,  and 
went  out  with  all  her  guns,  crew,  and  provisiona 
on  board?    Has  he  forgotten  that  Lieut.  Gedney 
bad  told  ihc  country  that  he  wonld    andertake   to 
beat  her   out  wiih  a  head  wind;   that  there  was 
room  for  her  in  stays,  and  that  she  could  enter  al- 
most at  half-tide?    And  ihen  I  will  ask  the  gentle- 
man from  Massachusells  whether  the  objections  to 
this  appropriation,  even  if  foriifled  by  reasons  and 
tf;jnmci»t,  would  noi  come  better  from  any  other 
quarter  ihan  from  the  Representative  of  a  State  en- 
joying the  advantages  of  one  ef  tbe  two  dry  docks 
which  the  munificence  of  Congress  had  erected? 
TV  ubjection  would  have  come  with  more  delica- 
cy from  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  [Mr. 
Trompson;]   but  even  he  had  absented  to  the  ap- 
propriation, though  believing  himself  to  have  good 
cao^  of  dissatisfaction   at  the  course  of  policy 
adopie<l  in  the^^e  matters  towards  the  Southern  re- 
gion of  <»ur  country. 

Mr.  SERGEANT  said  he  would  not  vote  in  fa- 
vor o(  Ihe  amendment  of  his  colleague,  if  he 
thought  it  would  injure  the  appropriation  for  a  dry 
dock  at  New  York.  But  he  could  not  think  it 
Woald  be  so;  if  the  members  were  satisfied  of  the 
propriety  of  making  a  dock  at  Philadelphia,  they 
would  support  it  in  the  shape  of  an  amendment;  and 
if  they  were  not,  they  could  not  vote  for  it  in  this 
«r  in  any  form.  The  question  was  not  as  to  tbe 
aode,  bat  aa  lo  the  thing  itself. 


A  great  many  things  bad  been  assumed  in  rela- 
tion to  Philadelphia,  and  tbe  navigation  of  the  De- 
laware river,' which  stood  contradicted  by  a  report 
made  to  this  Hou9e  at  the  last  session,  and,  if  there 
were  time,  he  should  probably  ask  the  readmg  of 
certain  portions  of  it.  This  was  not  a  new  ques- 
tion. There  was  ample  testimony  before  tbe 
House.  It  appeared,  clearly,  that  there  had  al- 
ready been  carried  out  of  Philadelphia  many  ships 
of  the  largest  classes,  which  had  been  built  there, 
and  amongst  them  some  of  the  finest  in  the  ser- 
vice. And  he  must  here  be  permitted'  to  say  that 
the  navy  yard  in  Philadelpbia  was  connected,  in  ihe 
most  interesting  manner,  with  the  history  of  the 
navy  of  the  United  States— in  a  manner  which  en- 
titled it  to  be  cherished. 

The  first  communication  (continued  Mr.  S.)  in 
relation  to  the  building  of  ships  of  war  that  ever 
passed  between  our  Government  and  any  man  or 
men,  was  addresised  to  the  Naval  Constructor  of 
the  city  of  Philadelphia,  the  late  Joshua  Hum- 
phreys, father  of  Samuel  Humphreys,  United  States 
Naval  Constructor. 

The  first  ship  of  war  built  in  the  United  Slates, 
(and  it  was  before  the  Navy  Department  was  esta- 
blished,) was  built  under  tbe  immediate  direction  of 
the  War  Department;  and  the  correspondence,  of 
which  I  spoke,  passed  between  General  Knox,  then 
Secretary  of  War,  and  Joshua  Humphreys.  The 
latter  gentleman  built  the  frigate  '*  United  States;'* 
and  the  same  man  furnished  plans  and  models,  and 
directed  the  moulds  of  all  the  vessels  built  at  that 
time.  From  that  period  to  this,  the  (Government  of 
the  United  States  has  always  thought  proper  to 
keep  the  navy  yard  at  Philadelphia,  and  the  Go- 
vernment is  still  of  that  opinion.  The  art  of  ship- 
building has  been  preserved  there;  the  industry  ne- 
cessary to  preserve  that  art  in  useful  exercise  is  still 
to  be  found  there;  and  experience  shows  that  naval 
construction  can  be  carried  on  as  well  there  as  in 
any  part  of  the  United  Slates,  if  not  better.  The 
time  has  come  when  one  of  two  things  is  to  hap- 
pen: Philadelphia  must  either  have  a  dry  dock,  or 
the  navy  yard  will  be  abacdoned.  If  other  yards 
have  such  docks — and  not  Philadelphia— if  they 
become  the  ordinary  accompaniments  ofnavy  yards, 
it  will  be  made  a  standing  argument  against  the 
yard  at  Philadelphia,  and  will  finally  lead  to  its  de- 
struction. I  therefore  consider  this  question  neither 
more  nor  less  than  whether  the  navy  yard  there 
shall  be  maintained  at  all.  Why  should  not  Phila- 
delphia have  a  navy  yard,  when  experience  has 
shown  that  there  are  facilities  to  do  the  work  econo- 
mically, and  hands  that  will  do  it  faithAilly  and 
wein 

Here  is  a  report,  made  from  the  Naval  Com- 
mittee at  the  last  session  of  CVingress,  with  a  com- 
munication from  Commodore  Stewart  to  Captain 
Henrv,  together  with  a  plan  and  estimates  for  a 
dry  dock,  furnished  by  Mr.  Strickland,  the  engi- 
neer. In  page  8  of  this  document  is  a  statement 
of  the  vessels  of  war  that  have  passed  over  the 
Delaware  river,  including  the  **PennsyIvania,'*the 
first  ship  in  the  United  States.  And  what  Is  it? 
Why,  that  that  vessel  went  safely  down  the  river, 
drawing  93  feet  of  water— two  feet  of  the  tide  were 
already  lost— and  there  were,  noth withstanding, 
from  four  to  five  feet  under  her.  The  result  ascer- 
tained—not doubtful,  but  certain— is,  that  the 
largest  ships  can  descend  our  river  with  ease  and 
safety.  This,  then,  being  the  only  difllcnity,  and 
this  being  disposed  of,  what  is  there  on  the  oth^r 
side  of  the  question?  1  will  not  recapitulate  the  ar- 
guments of  my  colleague.  There  i.s,  however,  one 
feature  in  the  case  of  the  Philadelphia  station 
which  cannot  be  too  much  pressed,  And  that  is,  the 
abundance  of  sweet  freshwater  there,  where  the 
worm  cannot  live,  and  a  ship  can  lie  forever  with- 
out danger  from  its  ravages,  so  destructive  in  salt 
water.  When  we  have  got  huch  a  dock,  we  can 
fimth  our  own  ships. 

What  was  the  course  pursued  with  the  Pennsyl- 
vania? Deeply  mortifying  it  was  io  those  who  had 
laid  her  keel,  and  who  had  seen  her  grow  until  she 
became  the  beautiful  and  gigantic  thing  she  now  is, 
and  who  were  then  tbld  that  they  could  not<  finish 
her.  Why  not?  Because  we  hia^HcP^ff^k: 
The  gentleman  from  New  Yorfc'[Mr.  TIWjrAtrT 
says  that «  dry  do«lF  it  notilM  plaeHbr^Haii« 
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ships;  but  this  proves  that,  in  the  opinion  of  tbe 
Navy  Department,  a  dry  dock  is  the  place  for 
JmMfng  the  building  of  a  ship.  Well,  she  was 
sent  away,  the  allegation  (whether  truly  or  not  I 
will  not  say)  being  that  it  was  unsafe  to  copper  her 
before  launching,  And  that  she  could  not  be  cop- 
pered after  she  was  launched  at  Philadelphia,  but 
must  be  sent  elsewhere.  Now,  if  yon  are  to  come 
to  the  conclusion  that  hereaAer  a  ship  is  neither  to 
be  finished  nor  repaired  at  Philadelphia,  you  make 
a  great  stride  towards  the  conclusion  that  there  is 
to  be  no  navy  yard  at  Philadelphia.  This  is  as 
sure  as  the  denial  of  a  dry  dock.  I  refer  gentle- 
men to  the  report  made  at  tbe  last  session  of  Con- 
gress, and  to  the  documents  accompanying  it. 
This  subject,  as  1  have  before  said,  is  not  a  new 
one.  It  has  been  anxiously  examined;  and  let  me 
say  that  in  these  documents  yon  have  the  pledge  of 
the  highest  professional  repntation,  that  the  con- 
struction of  a  dry  dock  at  Philadelphia  holds  oot  so 
many  advantages  as  to  justify  a  claim  on  the  Go- 
vernment of  the  United  States;  authority  which 
places  it  on  high  ground,  not  only  as  a  fit  place, 
but  as  holding  out  peculiar  adMntag^es  ot  a  very 
decided  character. 

Against  Che  dry  dock  at  Brooklyn  I  have  not-a 
word  to  say.  Common  justice  requires  that  there 
should  be  one  also  at  Philadelphia,  in  that  navy 
yard  where  your  navy  was  cradled — where  the 
jToungHeronles  received  his  first  nourishment. 

Mr.  FRY  said  he  had  but  Httle  to  say  in  addi- 
tion to  what  had  already  been  said  upon  the  sub- 
ject; he  must,  however,  be  permitted  to  say  that  his 
colleague,  [Mr.  PAVNTsa,]  in  ofiTering  the  amend- 
mhnt  under  consideration,  eonld  not  justly  be 
charged  wiih  a  desire  to  load  down  this  bill,  as  was 
intimated  by  the  gentleman  ft-om  South  Carolina. 

Sir,  we  from  Pennsylvania  contend,  or  shall  eon- 
tend,  without  any  desire  to  dicpange  the  claim  of 
New  York  for  a  dry  dock  at  Brooklyn,  that  we 
hold  it  a  questionable  matter  whether  PhiladeU 
phia  be  not  equally  entitled  to  a  dry  dock  at  the 
navy  yard  there.  Sir,  permit  me  here  to  call  the 
attention  of  the  committee  to,  the  words  of  the 
bill  as  reported,  and  now  before  us.  It  appropriates 
$100,000  to  the  improvement  of  the  nat^  yard  at 
Brooklyn,  and  for  building  a  dry  dock.  Now,  sir, 
I  understand  that  that  portion  of  the  appropriation 
which  is  to  be  applied  to  the  improvement  of  the 
navy  yard,  is  to  purchase  the  ground  for  the  looa- 
tion  of  the  dock. 

[Here,  Mr.  Inuham,  chairman  of  the  0>mmii- 
tee  on  Naval  Affdirs,  explained.] 

Mr.  F.  said,  be  that  as  it  nay,  or  be  it  so,  from 
the  very  woiHh  of  the  bill,  a  pan  of  (he  appropria* 
tion  was  for  the  improvement  of  the  navy  yard, 
and  the  question  was,  how  much  of  this  |100«000. 
was  to  be  expended  upon  the  navy  yard,  and  how 
much  for  the  dock?  b  80  or  90,000  dollars  of  th» 
approprintion  to  be  expended  at  the  navy  yard, 
and  the  remaining  10  or  30,000  dollan  for  the 
dock?  how  are  we  to  judge  upon  this  point?  the 
committee  are  left  entirely  in  the  dark  in  this  mat- 
ter. But,  sir,  if  we  pass  the  amendment  of  my 
colleague,  and  give  #100,000  to  the  construction  of 
a  dry  dock  at  Philadelphia,  then  you  have  no  dis- 
pute about  the  ground,  no  T\%h\s  to  boy  out,  and 
yiou  have  an  assurance  that  the  money  will  be  ap- 
propriated to  no  other  purpose  than  the  building  of 
a  dry  dock. 

Sir,  in  what  particular  does  the  claims  of  the 
yard  at  Brooklyn  stand  pre-eminent  to  those  of  the 
yard  at  Philadelphia?  We  are  told  that  it  is  ad- 
milted  by  all,  that  there  is  a  necessity  for  a  dry  dock 
at  Brooklyn,  New  York.  Well,  what  are  the  rea- 
sons  assigned?  We  have  this  bill,  to  be  sure,  but  I 
have  seen  no  repert,  no  argamenr  to  give  ir  a  pre- 
ference, or  show  lis  peculiar  advantages  over  Phi- 
ladelphia. On  the  other  hand,  accompanying  the 
bill  for  the  erection  of  a  dry  dock  at  Philadelphia, 
we  have  a  report  from  the  committee,  going  into 
the  matter  fully,  nnd  showing  clearly,  u>  my  mind, 
that  the  site  there  is  inferior  to  none. 

Mr.  F.  said  he  we«dd  biill  the  attention  '6f  the 
committee  tb  one  fnct  that  had  been  allttded  teinOie 
i<eport  of  tbe  Committee  on  Nwntl  "Atfairs,  for  a 
docket  thePhilaMpklaYifdi  hir  didnot  reooUeet 
iVit  ^ords,  bttt<IKlii>  %uBMinee  was,  that  some  yiars 
i^-^tWHiN  »18tt>  a  Vtport  to  the  House  of 
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Repre3eQtative8,  from  some  branch  of  the  Navy 
Department,  saggtsted  some  place  for  a  dry  dock 
CD  the  North  river,  as  being  out  of  the  reach  of  ap- 
proach by  foreign  vessels.  Sir,  the  idea  is  a  strong 
one,  and  let  ns  look  for  a  moment  at  the  site  at 
Philadelphia  in  this  view;  while  the  yard  there  is 
easy  of  approach  to  oar  own  Tassels,  under  the 
guidance  of  the  Delaware  pilots,  it  is  inaccessible 
to  foreigners  who  are  unacquainted  with  the  navi- 
gation of  that  river.  Ships  can  be  building  and 
rapatring  there  at  all  times,*in  perfect  safety  and 
aecority  from  foreign  depredations,  which,  in  time 
of  war,  might  be  of  momentous  interest  to  our 
navy.  Over  and  above  that,  a  dock  can  be  con- 
structed at  Philadelphia,  with  less  cost  than  at 
Brooklyn.  Its  location  is  more  central  between 
the  two  docks  at  Charlestown  and  Gosport,  and  it 
is  wfthin  a  few  hours  ride  of  this  city. 

Mr.  F.  said  he  was  induced  to  throw  out  these 
suggestions  without  any  antagonist  feeling  towards 
the  claim  of  New  York,  or  any  other  place,  for  a 
dry  dock;  but,  if  the  subject  of  dry  docks  must  now 
be  examined,  he  thought  his  colleague  had  done 
well  to  oflfer  the  amendment,  in  order  that  we  may 
show  that  the  claims  of  the  Philadelphia  yard  are 
entitled  to  the  consideration  and  respect  of  this 
House. 

Sir,  my  notion,  long  since,  has  been  (hat  there 
Bhonld  be  a  dock  at  each  of  the  principal  yards;  but 
if  we  are  to  have  bnt  one  at  this  time,  wh?re  is  the 
argument,  where  is  the  reason,  or  where  the  report 
from  any  source,  which  shows  the  advantages  of 
Brooklyn  over  Philadelphia?  The  Secretary  of  the 
Navy  leaves  that  matter  open.  He  says:  ^'J§i99me 
potiK,"  without  designating  either,  particularly. 
Sir,  it  is  not  sufficient  to  give  one  yard  preference 
over  another,  to  say  that  it  is  admitted  by  all  that 
a  dry  dock  is  wanting  at  Brooklyn;  we  want  the 
reasons  thatshall  show  ihis  House,  and  the  country, 
that  any  navy  yard  has  claims  over  that  at  Phila- 
delphia. 

Considering  the  course  which  this  debate  seems 
likely  lo  take,  I  feel  madi  inclined  to  the  idea  sug- 
gested by  my  friend  from  Massachusetts,  [Mr. 
Parmentbr,]  that  the  whole  matier  should  be  post- 
poned until  a  critical  examination  be  made  as  to  the 
sites,  and  necessity  of  more  docks  than  we  have  at 
present;  we  could  then  meet  the  subject  more  fully, 
and  decide  more  correctly.  I  shall,  however, 
cheerfully  vote  for  the  amendment  offered  by  ray 
colleague,  and  feel  under  obligations  to  him  for  his 
having  Ko  promptly  brought  the  .subject  to  the  notice 
or  the  House. 

Mr.  POTTER  said  the  amendment  of  his  col- 
leagne  was  direct  and  positive,  and  expressed,  in 
plain  language,  what  he  desired  to  be  at.  The  bill 
lo  which  it  wa^  desired  io  be  attached  appropriated 
$100,000  to  improve  the  navy  yard  at  Brooklyn, 
and  for  iht  truiion  of  a  dry  dock.  A  few  thousand 
dollars  would  improve  and  enlarge  the  navy  yard; 
but  all  are  aware  that  it  would  cost  five  hundred 
thousand  to  build  a  dry  dock.  The  minor  project 
takes  the  first  place  in  the  position  for  appropria- 
tion, and  the  major  comes  in  by  way  of  appendix 
to  it.  He  would  respectfully  ask  the  honorable 
gentleman  from  New  York  [Mr.  Cambrelbno] 
whether  the  erection  of  a  dry  dock  at  Brooklyn  was 
or  was  not  a  new  work,  or  had  there  ever  been  one 
dollar  expended  in  preparation  for  the  work? 

Mr.  CAMBRBEENQ  replied  that  this  was  re- 
storing an' appropriation  made  two  years  ago,  and 
which  had  been  applied  to  other  purposes. 

Mr.  POTTER.  The  reply  does  not  meet  my 
inquiry.  I  have  been  informed  by  the  chairman  of 
the  Naval  Committee  that  this  dry  dock  is  a  new 
work.  The  reason  assigned  by  the  honorable  gen- 
tleman from  New  York  against  the  amendment  of- 
fered by  my  colleague  would  seem  to  me  to  apply 
with  equal  force  against  the  bill.  He  deprecates, 
in  s'ronj?  terms,  the  appropriation  of  a  single  dollar 
outof  the  Treasury,  in  i»s  present  dilapidated  and 
depressed  italc,  lor  an;  ne at  project.  Tie  li'i?  c  of 
the  gentleman  is  singular  lo  ine.  F.  t  t'ih  -ir.-. 
lionofadrydocl^  at  Brooklya-.a  nn*  tDoik—Ui-  J 
appropriation  is  all  very  right  and  proper.  F^,^  > 
one  at  Philadelphia,  it  is  destruction  to  tha 
Treasury.  Uttle«  PMuaylTaaia  is  inferior  in 
l»er  rights  and  claims  to  Nav  Toik^  a  distinction 
which  no  PennsylvaAiam  will  .   .     - 


sir,  Philadelphia  stands  on  an  equality  with  Brook- 
lyn or  New  York.  The  memory  of  the  Philadel- 
phia navy  yard  is  identified  with  the  glory  of  the 
navy.  The  vessels  built  there  equal  in  models  of 
beauty,  and  in  superiority  of  sailing,  any  vessels 
built  in  this  or  any  other  portion  of  the  world. 
The  mechanics  in  that  city  equal  in  skill  and 
science  the  shipbuilders  in  any  port  in  the  Union. 
In  cheapness  of  building  and  economy  in  labor  no 
point  on  the  seaboard  can  succesifuily  compete 
with  Philadelphia.  In  advantages  in  obtaining 
materials  for  the  construction  of  vessels  of  war  the 
port  of  Philadelphia  is  admirably  situated.  Why, 
then,  should  there  not  be  a  dry  dock  conhected  with 
the  navy  yard  at  that  city?  The  great  ship  Penn- 
sylvania was  built  at  the  navy  yard  in  that  city, 
and  was  removed  from  the  point  where  built  to  be 
finished,  because  there  was  no  dry  dock.  I  recol- 
lect the  bnrst  of  dissatisfaction  throughout  Pennsyl- 
vania at  the  circnmKtance,  and  the  anxiety  ex- 
pressed, that  this  noble  ship  should  be  perfected, 
and  ready  to^ail  on  her  element,  in  the  Suite  from 
whence  she  derived  her  name.  The  question  is  one 
vital  to  the  existence  of  the  navy  yard  at  Philadel- 
pbia-^a  navy  yard  at  which  the  first  ship  of  war 
was  built  in  this  Union.  Mark  the  prediction!  If 
vessels  cannot  be  finished  at  Philadelphia,  the  Uni- 
ted States  will  cease  to  build  at  that  port.  What 
Pennsylvanian  could  stand  silently  by  and  see  the 
navy  yard  at  Philadelphia  abandonedl  that  navy 
yard,  so  identified  with  the  naval  glory  of  the  nation 
and  the  pride  of  Pennsylvania.  At  no  point  on  the 
seaboard  could  a  dry  dock  be  situated  where  it 
would  be  safer  from  the  aggression  of  a  maritime 
incursion.  The  navigation  of  the  Delaware, 
aided  as  it  is  by  steam-towing  ships,  can  be  ascend- 
ed with  ease.  Why,  then,  should  not  an  appropri- 
ation be  made  for  the  erection  of  a  dry  dock,  con- 
nected with  the  navy  yard  at  Philadelphia? 

Mr.  BIDDLE  would  say  one  word  on  a  point  of 
fact.  The  gentleman  from  Massachssetts  I  Mr. 
Pabmbnter]  had  said  that  one  dry  dock  was  suffi* 
cient,  and  that  we  had  more  than  one  already. 
That  was  his  argument  against  the  bill  and  the 
amendment. 

Mr.  PARMENTER  explained.    He  had  said 
that  the  chairman  of  the  Board  of  Navy  Commis- 
sioners had  given  it  as  his  opinion  that,  in  time  of 
peace,  one  dry  dock  would  be  sufficient. 
Mr.  REED.    In  what  year  had  he  said  so? 
Mr.  PARMENTER.    In  1825. 
Mr.  BIDDLE  resumed.     We  had  two  dry  docks 
now,  and  they  were  not  told  how  many  more  would 
be  needed.    The  bill  proposed  a  dry  dock  at  Brook- 
lyn, as  an  extension  of  that  yard — as  a  convenient 
appendage  to  it.    But  why  wonid   not  unr  be  an 
equally  convenient  appendage  to  the  navy  yard  at 
Philadelphia?    As  thai  yard  now  stood,  after  a  ship 
had  been  built  there  she  masi  be  sent  to  Norfolk  or 
to  Boston  to  be  finished;  and   this  would  hereafter 
be  used  as  an  argument  against  building  Govern- 
ment ships  at  Philadelphia  at  all.    It   would  be 
said,  why  take   two  ports  to  complete  your  ship 
when'  one  will  answeil    Why  not  lay  the  keel 
where  the  vessel  can  be  fitted  for  fea?    That  was 
the  argument  and  the  feeling  in  behalf  of  New 
York,  and  why  Philadelphia  was  to  be  deprived  of 
the    advantage:  merely   to  furnish  an  argument 
against  building  ships  there.    The  gentleman  from 
New  York    [Mr.    Hoppman]  had  promised   the 
friends  of  the  amendment  that,  if  they  would  with- 
draw it  now,  and  not  encumber  the  present  bill, 
when  another  should  be  introduced  for  a  like  im- 
provement at  Philadelphia,  he  would  lend  them 
his  voice  and  aid.    This  was  the  very  sort  of  argu- 
ment that  the  purest  gentlemen  of  the  South  were 
startled  at.    But  let  not  gentlemen  look  at  vague 
promises,  bnt  at  the  natural  workings  of  the  human 
heart  when  the  object  sought  had  been  attained. 
Why  had  the  gentleman  from  New  York  rebuked 
the  gentleman  from  Massachu.s€tt5,  [Mr.  Parmen- 
TER,J  anf'  .-^censed  him  of  s^^lfi^sh  ini)i»ve>?   Because 
li-  feit  «!»•■  rr  '\ '  f»:  hiv  .S  a:e  snier'^.'t.'d  that  fh^'  piiU 
lic  >hjf.-*  ^'j.)  .1 !  :..'  !-:i.'i  'lwrt»      An  I  .•/f»'i!.'  u  .'  th^* 
«i'<'n«»  |.ril*»   ii»KiaA-   i..   ,    .''r'  .,     v  -.-  ',',!,■  ..-Ij  ., 
PeuuftylvuuiJL  .l«..il  hcriA  r    <     .•      •  i      .  I,     i .. 
ahemaybtpiton  an  c]'.i-!  fnotiu*;/     i^.  .  r 
9Cich  feeling  should  have  tm.e  lo  grow  up,  in^ieba 
oftikiiigTagaapioinJaeiandreltyiDgoaiuvw^  . 


not  now,  at  once,  do  equal  justice  to  Peonsjlva* 
nia?  This  was  the  time — the  fit  and  proper  time: 
nor  could  he  see  why  it  should  be  poKi(K>ued,iiiileai 
for  some  sini«fler  purpose  not  avowed. 

Mr.   DAWSON  said  he  had  listened  to  the 
debate  with  attention,  and  had  watched  the  work- 
ings of  interest  on  the  different  gentlem«D  vho 
had  taken  part  in  it.     It    was   with  relQctanoe 
he   was  compelled  to  see  how  the«e  things  weit 
managed.    Wc,  of  the  South,  said  Mr.  D.  remaia 
silent  at  our  seats  when  questions  of  great  interest 
to  the  country  are  agitated;  and  why?    Becioae 
whenever  we  have  asked  our  equal  share  with  ihi 
rest  of  the  Union,  we  have  always  failed.    I  hafe, 
from  time  to  time,  applied  here  even  for  a  ntfj 
yard  at  any  port  south  of  Norfolk;  and  how  onn 
have  I  failed?    Just  as  often  as  I  have  asked. 
And  why  is  this?    Because  we  have  not  the  ulent 
at  getting  up  the  necessary  arrangemenls.    Is  that 
it?     We  are  told  the  objects  we  desire  are  proper, 
but  the  chairmaA  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  tells  us  there  is  not  a  dollar  in  the  Treasii- 
ry.    Thus  I  find  that  those  who  are  more  modea 
get  nothing.    Here  there  is  a  navy  yard  and  t 
dry  dock  at  €h>sport;  a  navy  yard  here  at  Wash- 
ington; another  at  Portsmouth;  another  at  New 
York;    a  navy   yard  and    dry   dock   at  Bosioi. 
Well,  sir,  now  look  at  the  South;  ay,  sir,  aloDg 
the  whole  coast  of  the  Atlantic  and  rouad  iato 
the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  and  where  is  the  protection  for 
our  commerce  from  any  establishment  of  the  United 
Stales?    They  \t  ill  send  us  ships,  says  the  etntk- 
man  from  Massachusetts,  whenever  we  need  tbeDl 
Ye^*,  sir,  and  when   we  need  aid,  and  ask  for  it, 
perhaps  that  will  be  the  moment  when  none  cai 
be  sent.    When  we  want  any  repaire  doae,  the 
vessels  must  be  sent  round  to  Norfolk  or  to  Boston. 
What  other  Government  in  the  civilized  world  tver 
pursued  such  a  policy?  Gk>  to  England;  bow  manf 
dry  docks  has  she?    More,  by  one,  than  we  hare. 
But  the  gentleman  says  she  has  two  or  three  diy 
docks  at  the  same  navy  yard.     Well,  sir,  \t  that  it 
necessary,  we  can  do  the  same;  and  then  thetaa* 
chanics  and  all  the  conveniences  will  be  together 
on  the  spot,  and  there  will  not  be  the  diflieottf 
now  complained  of.    But  this  is  not  the  point  Yoa 
are  now  asked  to  appropriate  for  New  York  aad 
Philadelphia  flOO.OOO  apiece.     How  much  do yoi 
usually  appropriate  for  the  increase  of  the  naij 
in  one  year?  and  how  many  new  vessels  do  yoa 
need   in  the  same  time?     I  will  venture  lo  predict 
that  if  we  are  to  have  four  dry  docks,  as  proposed, 
they  will  not  have  a  vessel  apiece  in  any  one  year. 
I  shall  oppose  both  the  bill  and  amendment.   Not 
because  I  am  opposed  to  either  city,  I  woaldvote 
the  moiicy  with  great  pleasure,  if  1  honestly  h^ 
lieved  it  was  required;  but  I  cannot  believe  tbe« 
dry  docks  necessary.     \t  a  new  one  is  necesary, 
it  must  be  south  of  the  Chesapeake  bay.    I  call 
upon  ihij  House,  instead  of  establishiog  all  the 
navyyardi  and  building  all  the  drydocbatihe 
North,  to  do  an  act  of  justice  to  the  South,  and 
give  us  an  appropriation  for  our  protection.    Sap- 
pose  au  enemy  should  attask  ua,  where  are  we  to 
look  for  aid?     "  Government  will  send  ds  vei- 
seLs."    Ay!  but  where  is  a  navy  yard?    There  it 
none  south  of  Norfolk.     Yet   we  are  to  give  the 
North  new  navy  yards  and  new  dry  docks.  Before 
you  pour  out  your  money  from  the  Treasury— hot 
I  forget,  the  gentleman   from   New  Yorktelbas 
there  is  none  there  to  pour  out — well,  sir,  whenyot 
pledge  the  country  to  further  appropriations  of  mo* 
ney  for  objects  of  this  kiod,  do  it  for  the  8oalb;  not 
because  it  i:»  the  South,  but  t>ecanse  it  is  a  defence* 
less  portion  of  this  Union.     Last  session,  my  friend 
[Mr.  L>:ojiafc]  asked  for  the  establishment  of  only 
a  navy  yard  at  Charleston,  the  great  commtrctal 
emporium  of  the  South,  but  he  could  get  none.   I 
asked  one  fur  the  whole  coaat  qf  Georgia,  aadtbi 
reply  I  got  was:  *»Wc  will  aend  you  help  wheneref 
you  neo(i  it/*    Sir,  this  language  is  bc!ComiDg  as*!! 
|)leasan'  in  r.nr  ear*.     If  we  belong  to  the  Qover«-r 
in^n',  «i  e  have  our  rights,  and   they  should  be  r^ 
^(».-  I'.';  ^  :i  ihey  never  will  be,  »o   long  as  weksd 
u-  a.i   ..  put  a  navy  yard  and  a  dry  dock  in  evwy 

;>     •..»,.  .>fMr  «j         VT    r^  i\ry  fiork«  sr*  q!Uii»CeS.«««- 
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Dry  Docks — Mr.  Petrikin. 
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[Mr.  HoPFMiNJ  see  IDS  to  manifest  an  extraordinary 
wiicitode  to  get  the  floor — for  what?    Not  for  a 
Bi7y  yard,  sir;  no!  that  she  has  got;  but  for  a  dry 
dock  in  addition  to  a  navy  yard.     We  ask  only  for 
a  nary  yani  at  the  South;  lor  what  New  York  has 
{Dt,  and  we  have  not.    He  says  that  if  we  vote  this 
boon  to  New  York,  he  witi  hereafter  vote  something 
ofiheiflnd  iorother:s.    If  we  will  vote  for  New 
Yoik,  then  be  will  vole  for  the  South.     But,  sir, 
the  claims  of  the  South  rest  on  no  such  bargain; 
ihey  depend  not  on  what  price  shall  be  paid,  but  on 
what  has  been  paid  already;  and  ihe  way  for  us  to 
get  oar  ri«;bis  is  to  keep  any  more  from  being  given 
tofftw  York,  anl  to  the  North,  until  we  get  them. 
Mr.  VVISB.     I  want  to  get  clear  of  this  bill:  and 
if  this  debate  goes  on  any  farther,  I  shall  move  to 
lay  it  on  the  table.      A  word  only  in  reply  to  the 
gentleman  from  Georgia  who  has  just  resumed  his 
seat.    1  will  answer  bis  question,  why  we  cannot 
get  a  navy  yard  and  dry  dock  at  the  South.    He 
isked  whether  it  was  for  want  of  talent?    I  will 
tell  him  ii  l^  for  the  want  of  that  sort  of   talent 
which  is  required  to  get  boons  out  of  this  Grovem- 
neat.    There  is  not  a  man  in  all  the  Southern  de- 
kpAMB  on  this  door  that  has  the  sort  of  talent  fur 
that  business.     It  is  not  owing  to  any  want  ui  dis- 
posiiioDon  I  he  part  of  the  House,  nor  on   that  of 
the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs,  that  the  three  con- 
lendmg  ports  of  the  South  have  not,  long  ere  this, 
gotvhat  they  claim.      The  committer  have  been 
wailing  for  the  friends  of  the  several  claims  of 
Charleston,  Brun^vick,  and  Beaufort,  to  come  for- 
ward with  authentic  reports  and  the  necessary  sur- 
reys and  estimates  to  &how  that  there  is  the  neces- 
sary depth  of  water,  and  the  other  concomitants 
wbtchgoto  render  any  spot  a  fit  location  fur  a  na- 
vy yard.    In  regard  to  Charleston,  the  committee 
Ins  had  a  number  of  reports,  but  though  there  has 
hcen  a  member  from  Georgia  on  the  Naval  Com- 
mittee ever  since  1  was  there,  yet  nothing  has  yet 
been  done. 

Mr.  DAWSON  reminded  the  gcnileman  from 
Virginia  that  Commodore  Woolsey  and  Captain 
Shubrick  had  made  reports  in  favor  of  Brunswick, 
and  had  recommended  it  as  a  proper  place  for  a 
oarat  depot. 

Mr.  WISE  admitted  this;  but  there  were  not  re- 
ports fiom  the  Depanment  like  .those  in  favor  of 
Charleston.  Wb<»n  the  committee  wern  urged  to 
d)  something  for  the  South,  particularly  for 
Charleston,  he  would  tell  his  friend  from  South 
Carolina  (Mr.  Lecare)  how  the  proposal  had  been 
met:  a  gentleman  from  North  Carolina  had  come 
10  the  committee,  and  asked  that  they  would  delay 
Iheseicction  of  a  depot  till  reports  should  be  re- 
ceived in  regard  t  j  all  the  ports  claiming  the  bene- 
fit; and  he  would  tell  ihe  gentleman  from  Georgia 
fMr.  Dawson]  iha:  all  the  contmittee  ever  got  in 
reUiion  to  Brunswick  was  from  a  Northern  man 
and  a  speculating  company. 

Mr.  DAWSON  said  there  had  been  a  report 
fiom  the  Navy  Commissioners  in  its  favor,  which' 
had  been  printed  by  order  of  the  House. 

Mr.  WISE.    But  none  from  the  Department.    I 

have,  myself,  no  opposition  to  Brunswick;  on  the 

contrary,  I  believe  it  to  be  the  best  of  the  three; 

and  if  proper  reports  shall  be  furnished  to  us,  I  am 

ready  to  vote  ^or  it.     But  1  will  tell  my  friend  how 

U»»;   things  are  obtained.    At  the  North  private 

individuals  interest  (hemsclves  in  the  improvement 

of  tke  country  as  a  means  of  raising  the  value  of 

prof»eriy;  they  are  more  watchful,  more  vigilant, 

more  active,  more  pushing  than  we.    Georgia  has 

Ihe  only  proper  site  for  a  depot  between  Norfolk 

and  the  Capes  of  Florida,  and  yet  nothing  was 

done  io  its  favor  till  a  Boston  company  purchased 

land  there,  and  erected  on  it  houses  which  had 

been  framed  and  fitted  and  made  all  ready  to  put 

up  in  New  England;  and  their  object  now  is  to  get 

a  bavy  yard  e&labli^hed  there,  that  they  may  im* 

prove  the  value  of  their  lands;  they  arc  active;  on 

the  alert;   and  they  will  soon  havo  a  fine  Yankee 

town  Uiere.    Now,  this  is  an  enterprise  which  a 

Georgia,    Liegi.<datare   would     never    once    have 

thought  of.    It  would  never  have  entered  into  their 

dreams.     And  the  honest  truth  is  just  this:  we  are 

not  so  active,  not  so  watchful,  not  so  enterprising 

,  as  they  are;  and  that  is  the  reason  they  get  what. 

we  canout.    The  moment  they  get  hold  of  a  proper 


site,  they  beset  and  besiega  the  engineers  and  the 
Departments  till,  by  book  or  by  crook,  they  get  a 
report  in  its  favor.  If  the  gentleman  from  Georgia 
will  go  to  work  in  the  same  way,  I  suppose  he  can 
get  as  large  an  amount  of  Government  appropria- 
tions as  they  can. 

I  say  this  in  no  spirit  of  reproach.  I  consider  it 
as  a  compliment  to  the  Northern  people.  It  forms 
the  characteristic  difference  between  the  population 
of  the  North  and  the  fitouth.  We  in  the  South 
claim  to  be  high-minded,  gentlemanly,  lordly  fel- 
lows, who  think  nothing  ot  money;  and,  therefore, 
we  are  poor. 

Sir,  I  hope  we  shall  get  the  question.  For  my- 
self, I  shall  vote  against  both  the  dry  docks.  I 
think  we  have  as  many  as  we  need;  and  I  doubt  if 
we  have  now  the  money  to  pay  for  them.  I  again 
give  notice  that  i(  the  debate  is  continued,  I  shall 
move  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table. 

Mr.  PETRIKIN  5aid,  that  in  early  life  be  had 
been  taug'ht  that  men  were  elected  to  Congress  by 
their  respective  parties,  to  support  and  carry  out 
certain  hxed  principles  which  the  succes.sful  party 
professed  to  advocate,  and  that  members  so  chosen 
were  bound  to  vote  for  the  measures  of  their  re- 
spective parties ;  Uiat  until  very  lately,  he  had  con- 
tinued in  that  belief,  but  he  found  he  was  much 
mistaken  in  his  impressions.  His  mistake  was  not 
a  nhned  to  any  one  of  the  political  parties,  whether 
Democratic  or  Federal,  for  reoeat  experience  had 
shown,  that  when  money  was  the  question,  that 
many  of  each  party  were  ready  to  abandon  all 
their  party  pledges  and  principles,  and  associate 
together  for  the  purpose  of  consummating  any 
scheme  to  filch  and  trick  the  people  out  of  their 
money.  When  a  speculation  was  in  the  way,  many 
members  of  Congress  forget  whether  they  were  De- 
mocrats, Federalists,  or  Whigs,  and  associated  to- 
gether in  a  scramble  for  the  public  purse  with  a 
view  of  getting  as  much  of  the  money  of  the  coun- 
try, each  delegation  for  its  own  particular  section  of 
the  Union,  and  if  not  directly  for  their  own  indi- 
vidual UKe,for  that  of  their  constituents,  regardless 
ofall  other  considerations  than  those  of  self-inte- 
res>t,  trampling  under  foot  all  constitutional  obliga- 
tions or  regard  for  the  general  interest  and  pros- 
perity of  the  country. 

He  was  opposed  to  all  partial  legislation,  or 
making  laws  for  the  benefit  of  particular  sections 
of  the  country,  to  the  manifest  injury  and  preju- 
dice of  the  re^t  of  the  Union.  He  had  observed,  day 
after  day,  and  week  after  week,  the  time  of  Con- 
gress consumed  by  members  declaiming  again&t 
the  extravagance  cf  the  Government,  and  the  in- 
crease of  the  expenses  of  the  present  Administra- 
tion; and  yet,  on  all  occasions,  he  found  those  men 
ready  to  advocate  and  vote  for  all  appropriations, 
regardless  df  whether  the  money  thus  voted  was 
for  useful  andaecesssry  purposes  or  not.  He  had 
listened  to  members  on  all  sides  of  the  House, 
making  speeches  for  home  consumption,  inculcat- 
ing economy  and  retrenchment,  but  the  moment  a 
bill  was  brought  into  the  House,  granting  thou- 
sands and  tens  of  thousands  of  the  public  treasure 
in  the  shape  of  pensions  to  generals,  colonels, 
captains,  or  commodores,  or  the  widows  of  some 
of  the  aristocracy,  without  the  color  of  rixht,  cither 
in  law  or  equity,  or  millions  to  be  expended  in  the 
erection  of  dry  docks,  fortifications,  artificialhar- 
bors,  useless  light-houses,  or  vessels  of  war,  to  rot 
in  the  harbors,  thos>e  noisy  preachers  of  economy, 
both  Democrats  and  Federalists,  were  found,  al- 
most to  a  man,  in  the  support  of  what  they 
wished  to  be  thought  by  the  people  they  were 
opposing.  He  said  be  could  not  have  pa- 
tience -with  such  selfish  inconsistency.  Let  a 
meritorious  but  poor  old  soldier  apply  for  relief,  or 
an  honest  claim  be  brought  forward,  which  does 
not  ?o  to  enrich  their  constituent'',  then  we  arc  told 
by  these  men  thai  the  Government  has  no  money, 
and  that  we  must  not  make  any  new  appropriations, 
or  a  national  debt  must  be  created;  yet  these  v^ry 
men,  almost  in  the  same  breath,  when  it  suited 
their  purposes,  would  vote  for  the  most  extrava- 
gant sums  to  contribute  to  their  own  local  interests 
or  further  their  political  schemes  or  piivate  ambi- 
tion. He  could  see  no  bounds  lo  this  iniquitous 
system.  He  was  opposed  to  both  the  bill  and 
amendment,  on  the  grounds  that  the  pablic  service 


did  not  require  at  present  the  erection  of  a  dry 
dock,  either  at  New  York  or  Philadelphia.  If  a 
dry  dock  was  necessary  at  those  places,  it  was  ne- 
cessary at  every  navy  yard.  Money  ought  not  to 
be  appropriated  at  any  time  for  purposes  which 
were  not  of  a  general  benefit,  or  for  services  ren- 
dered to  the  country,  especially  at  a  time  when  it 
is  more  than  probable  the  money  will  have  to  be 
raised  by  taxes,  either  indirectly  in  the  shape  of  an 
iniquitous  tariflf,  taking  the  money  from  the  many 
and  industrious  part  of  the  people,  to  put  into  the 
pockets  of  the  few  idlers,  specniators,  and  loafers, 
or  directly,  on  the  property  of  the  people;  either 
way  the  taxes  must  be  paid  by  the  jtroducers  and 
consumers,  and  not  by  the  bankers  and  speculators 
who  are  fatted  by  creating  methods  of  taxing  and 
burdening  the  people. 

He  denied  that  those  works  were  necessary  for 
the  public  interest.  They  might  say  what  they 
pleased;  but  the  most  careless  observer  must  see 
that  it  was  private  interest,  and  not  public  goad, 
that  was  the  ruling  principle  of  action  in  all  thes^ 
cases.  What  care  those  who  were  the  promoters 
of  these  species  of  works  about  the  welfare  of  the 
public?  The  fact  was,  than  when  a  few  sptcufa- 
tors  have  a  lot  of  land  they  thought  they  eonid 
make  a  good  market  of,  or  a  stone  quarry,  or  the 
prospect  of  an  office  for  themselves  or  some  rela- 
tive, to  superintend  the  er«ction  of  the  work, 
they  immediately  laid  their  heads  together,  and 
forsoed  a  plan  for  the  erecti9n  of  a  dry  dock,  a 
light-house,  a  fortidcation,  a  harbor,  or  any  thing 
els6  by  which  they  could  make  a  good  speculation, 
by  getting  a  law  passed  authorizing  the  work,  and 
compelling  the  Government  to  buy  their  land,  give 
them  the  stone  contract,  or,  by  management,  get 
both,  Und  the  office  of  superintendent  into  the  bar- 
gain. He  denied  that  the  sura  asked  in  the  present 
bill  was  for  the  interest  of  the  public.  No  man  on 
the  floor  could  conscientiously  deny  but'  that  we 
had  dry  docks  enough  for  all  the  purposes  of  our 
navy;  and  why  lay  the  foundation  for  an  expendi- 
ture of  two  or  three  millions  of  dollars,  when  the 
publio  service  does  not  require  ill 

Members  who  advocated  this  bill  talked  about 
the  necessity  of  providing  for  ship  building,  and 
the  protection  and  welfare  of  onr  navy.  But  the 
recent  history  of  the  country  had  taught  him  a  les- 
son about  ship  building  which  he  could  not  forget 
Was  it  not  a  fact  that  most  of  our  large  «hips  had 
been  built,  at  an  immense  co«:t,  for  the  sole  pur- 
pose of  putting  the  money  of  the  couniry  raised  off' 
the  honest  yeomanry  into  the  pockets  of,  coinparar 
lively  speaking,  a  few  sf  cculators  and  contractors, 
and  keeping  in  idleness  and  luxury  a  set  of  sine- 
cure officers?  He  would  name  some  of  those  vea- 
seks  to  refresh  the  apparently  short  memories  of 
some  gentlemen.  The  Ohio  ship  of  the  line  made 
one  voj  age,  and  then  was  laid  away  to  rot,  and 
has  just  been  rebuilt,  scarcely  a  single  plank,  spike, 
or  bolt,  of  the  old  vessel  remaining  of  her  first 
construction,  and  nothing  else  except  the  name. 
Again:  there  was  the  Independence,  which  shared 
a  worse  fate;  she  was  not  only  suffered  to  rot,  but 
when  rebuilt  reduced  in  size,  and  the  apology  was 
that  those  nuisances,  the  Commissioners  of  the 
Navy,  or  some  one  of  them,  had  interfered  in  the 
first  place,  and  spoiled  her  so  that  she  could  not  be 
used.  He  aUo  named  other  instances  of  ships 
having  been  built  and  suffered  to  remain  in  harbor, 
and  rot  because  there  was  no  u«e  for  them,  and  not 
for  want  of  a  dry  dock  to  repair  them  in. 

Mr.  P.  said  that  our  navy  had  degenerated  ever 
since  it  had  fallen  under  the  special  care  of  specu- 
lators and  jobbers;  oar  ships  were  not  so  good  in 
their  construction,  nor  was  there  that  character 
attached  to  the  officers.  It  had  ceased  to  be  the 
object  of  emulation  amonsr  a  large  proportion  of 
our  officers  who  should  excel  the  other  in  disci- 
pline, but  the  great  object  now  was  who  should  gel 
the  most  money  and  do  the  least^service.  There 
were  some  few  honorable  exceptions  among  the 
officers  of  the  navy,  but  a  reference  to  the  pension 
list  would  exhibit  a  deplorable  falling  ofi"  in  that 
pride  of  character  which  stimulated  the  officers  of 
the  navy  to  deeds  of  glory,  which  astonished  the 
worid  during  the  late  war  with  England.  Where, 
said  Mr.  P.  must  we  look  for  the  cause  of  all  this) 
To  the  improper  legislation  of  Congress,    It  is  thf 
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fault  of  the  representatives  of  the  people,  who  for- 
get ih«ir  duly  and  vote  away  the  money  of  the 
country  with  a  prodigality  which  indicates  not  only 
a  want  of  political  principle,  but  also  a  want  of 
moral  honesty.  Mr.  P.  said  he  could  not  fault 
the  conduct  of  the  members  of  Congress  who 
were  Federalists.  They,  in  voting  for  this  bill, 
and  all  others  of  the  like  kind,  acted  in  accord- 
ance with  their  avowed  doctrines  and  principles. 
High  taxes,  a  national  debt,  a  large  navy,  and  a 
standing  army,  are  among  the  old  and  favorite 
themes  of  the  Federal  party.  But  those  profpssing 
Democrats  who,  when  at  home,  wish  their  consti- 
tuents to  believe  that  they  are  opposed  to  Federal 
doctrines  and  measures,  will  find  some  trouble  to 
reconcile  their  votes  in  this  House  for  measures, 
the  inevitable  consequences  of  which  are  to  in- 
crease the  taxes,  create  a  national  debt  in  time  of 
peace,  build  up  a  navy  and  army,  and  all  the  ne- 
cessary appurtenances  belonging  to  them,  with  De- 
mocratic doctrines  and  their  own  professions.  Mr. 
P.  said  he  came  to  Congress  the  representative  of 
Democrats  who  were  the  uncompromising  advo- 
cates of  "equal  rights,"  were  willing  to  be  taxed, 
when  it  was  necessary  for  the  support  of  Govern- 
ment, the  protection  of  the  country's  rifi;hts,  or  the 
arenging  of  its  wrongs.  But  his  constituents  were 
opposed  to  the  extravagant  expenditure  of  the^reve- 
nue  in  useless  and  expensive  works.  They  were 
opposed  to  raising  money  by  taxing  unnecessarily 
the  many  for  the  use  of  the  few.  In  fact,  their 
maxim  was  th^  old  Democratic  creed  of  equal  and 
exact  justice  to  eveiy  part  of  the  nation;  and  they 
did  not  wish  to  take  their  neighbors*  property  il*e- 
gally,  nor  invade  his  rights;  nor  were  they  willing 
to  have  their  pioperty  illegally  taken,  nor  their 
constitutional  rights  invaded. 

Mr.  P.  said  that  he  had  endeavored,  during  the 
two  last  sessions  of  Congress,  to  adhere  to  and  sup- 
port the  true  Democratic  principles.  That,  on  a 
late  occasion,  his  conduct  had  been  canvassed  be- 
fore his  constituents,  and  he  felt  proud  of  their  ver- 
dict of  approval  of  his  political  course.  He  had 
uniformly  voted  against  all  appropriations  of  the 
nature  of  those  contained  in  the  bill  now  before  the 
committee.  He  should  willingly  vote  for  money  to 
keep  up  as  many  vessels  of  war  as  the  service  of 
the  country  required,  and  for  navy  yards  and  dry 
docks  enough  for  all  the  purposes  of  keeping  our 
present  navy  in  good  repair. 

Mr.  P.  said  he  was  not  a  little  amused  to  witness 
with  what  avidity  and  zeal  mambers  from  a  parti- 
cular section,  whose  constituents  were  to  receive  the 
benefit  of  those  appropriations,  pressed  the  passage 
of  bills  to  raise  money  for  their  own  particular 
districts.  They  forget  all  their  professions  of  De- 
mocracy, and  their  principles,  whenever  money  was 
held  up  to  their  view,  and  they  sprung  at  it  like  a 
mackerel  at  a  red  rag.  Gentlemen  might  clamor 
and  laugh  at  his  language,  but  he  would  tell  them 
that  he  spoke  the  language  of  sincerity  and  truth, 
as  he  had  been  taught  to  do  from  hi?  cradle.  He 
had  always  been  taught  to  advocate  his  principles 
fearlessly,  in  all  places,  and  on  aU  occasions,  and 
he  would  do  so  now  in  spile  of  the  clamor  of  any 
man,  or  set  of  men.  He  was  the  representative  of 
freemen,  and,  as  such,  would  express,  in  his  own 
language,  and  in  his  own  way,  the  opinions  of  those 
who  had  elected  him,  caring  not  who  approved  or 
disapproved  of  what  he  said.  He  was  accounta- 
ble only  to  God  and  his  constituen'.s. 

As  for  the  proposed  dry  dock  at  Pensacola,  there 
appeared  to  be  some  plausibility  in  it  from  the  geo- 
graphical situation  of  that  ciiy.  He  had  not  seen 
any  recommendation  of  it  by  the  Department;  but 
in  the  present  state  of  the  finances,  he  could  not 
vote  for  any  increase  of  expenditure  that  could 
possibly  be  avoided.  Mr.  P.  said  that  he  felt 
much  pleased  with  the  disclosure  made  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  Virginia,  [Mr.  Wise,]  as  to  the  man- 
ner in  «  hich  most  of  those  projects  were  gotten  up. 
The  gentleman  had  let  the  cat  out  of  the  bag,  and 
the  friends  of  the  bill  did  not  attempt  to  contradict 
it.  The  plan  was,  when  a  few  designing  men 
wished  for  a  public  w  ork,  for  their  own  interest, 
they  would  come  on  to  Washingt<  n,  and  com- 
mence operations  by  teaming  and  importuning  nii^ht 
and  day,  officers  of  the  engineer  department  and 
members  of  Congress  for  the  furtherance  of  their 


views.  They  would  intrigue  at  noonday  and  at 
night,  when  they  ought  to  be  in  their  beds,  to  gain 
their  ends,  and  it  was  generally  found  thar,  by 
"hook  or  by  crook"  they  succeeded.  This  was  the 
way  the  public  money  got  filched  from  the  people. 
'  Mr.  P.  said,  that  although  he  could  easily  ac- 
count for  some  members  of  Congress,  from  the 
Northern  and  Middle  States,  voting  for  bills  of  the 
character  of  the  present  one,  yet  he  confessed 
himself  totally  at  a  loss  how  to  account  for  the 
gentleman  from  South  Carolina  [Mr.  Pickens]  advo- 
cating so  useless  and  extravagant  an  appropriation, 
whose  constituents  were  opposed  to  the  whole  sys- 
tem of  legalized  swindling,  that  had  been  practis- 
ed by  Congress  for  several  years  past.  He  thought 
the  gentleman  might  see  that  a  continuance  of 
that  course  must  eventuate  in  an  increase  of  the 
tariff,  or  a  national  debt,  which,  like  all  other  en- 
croachments on  the  constitutional  rights  of  the  citi- 
zen, was  odious  in  the  sight  of  every  Democrat. 

Mr.  P.  said  he  would  ask  the  attention  of  mem- 
bers to  the  millions  that  had  been  expended  in  and 
about  New  York  within  the  last  few  years  for  the 
erection  of  forts,  light-houses,  navy  yards,  Ac. 
A  cnstom-house  is  about  being  built  in  that  city 
which  will  cost  three  millions  before  it  b  finished, 
although  the  first  estimated  cost  was  not  much 
over  a  fourth  part  of  that  sum.  This  building,  he 
was  told,  will  look  more  fit  for  the  palace  of  an 
Eastern  Satrap  than  for  store  houses  of  a  plain  Re- 
publican Government. 

As  to  the  statement  made  of  th^  probable  cost  of 
the  proposed  dry  dock,  he  said  it  was  all  falla- 
cious, for,  from  his  experience  of  estimates  made 
for  the  erection  of  public  works  by  engineers,  there 
was  no  dependence  to  be  placed  on  them,  and  all 
safe  calculators  would  add  fourfold  to  the  estima- 
ted cost  of  the  work  as  being  much  nearer  the 
truth  than  the  estimate  made  by  the  engineers. 
He  said  he  would  repeat  that  he  opposed  the  pas- 
sage of  the  bill  because  there  was  no  necessity  for 
the  work,  in  his  opinion,  at  any  t  me,  but  especial- 
ly at  a  lime  when  he  was  told  the  Treasury  was 
empty.  He  hoped  every  consistent  Democrat 
would  be  found  recording  his  nnme  gainst  not  only 
this  bill,  but  all  of  a  like  kind,  during  this  session. 

Mr.  THOMl^SON  now  moved  to  amend  the 
amendment  by  adding  an  appropriation  of 
$100,000  for  a  navy  yard  at  Pensacola. 

Mr.  ELMORE  obtained  the  floor,  but,  on  soli- 
citation, yielded  it  to 

Mr.  HOFFMAN,  who  observed  that  a  remark 
he  had  accidentally  let  fail  when  last  up  had  ex- 
cited the  rebuke  of  some  of  the  paritans  of  the 
House,  who  looked  with  maidenly  abhorrence  on 
every  thing  like  bargains  and  log-rolling  in  this 
House.  He  would  remind  his  friends  from  Penn- 
sylvania and  Georgia  [Mr.  Biddle  and  Mr.  Daw- 
son] that  the  companionship  of  which  they  com- 
plained had  been  no  secret  collusion,  but  a  union 
in  views  proclaimed  openly  on  that  floor.  Nor  did 
he  see  how  any  principle  was  violated  when  a  man 
who  was  a  friend  to  two  measures  advised  the 
friends  of  the  latter  one  proposed  that  they  had 
better  take  one  at  a  time,  lest  ihey  should  lose  both. 
If  he  had  been  opposed  to  the  second  measure,  and, 
for  th^sake  of  carrying  the  first,  had  promised  to 
compromit  his  views  of  propriety  and  vote  for  the 
second  when  it  should  come  up,  then  there  might 
be  some  room  for  the  charge  of  bargaining  and  of 
sacrificing  principle.  He  had  professed  himself 
friendly  to  a  dry  dock  at  Philadelphia.  He  was 
friendly  to  it;  and  he  did  not  see  how  he  had  been 
guilty  of  any  the  least  violation  of  the  dignity  of 
legislation,  or  of  the  purity  of  the  House,  by  pledg- 
ing himself  to  vote  for  it  in  a  separate  bill  hereaf- 
ter. But  he  had  oflfended  the  honorable  gentle- 
man, his  friend  from  Georgia,  [Mr.  Dawson,]  be- 
cause that  gentleman  had  not  been  successful  in 
obtaining  his  favorite  object  for  the  benefit  of  the 
South.  A  part  of  the  reasons,  if  it  were  so,  might  per- 
haps have  been  stated  with  some  truth  by  the  gentle- 
man from  Virginia,  [Mr.  Wise.]  But  was  the  fact 
really  so?  Had  the  South  been  thus  neglected  in 
favor  of  the  North?  He  remembered  a  certain  chart 
referred  to  on  a  former  occasion  by  the  venerable 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  [Mr.  Aoams]  in 
which  he  had  undertaken  to  pursue  the  course 
of  the  public  money ^  which  was  said  to  flow,  Ilka! 


the  Gulf  stream,  always  towards  the  Nortbere  and 
Eastern  Statet:,  and,  following  it,  he  had  foaadthti 
in  Georgia  he  was  further  North  than  when  he  hid 
set  out  from  Massachu5ett8;  and  when  he  got  ^lo 
New  Orleans,  he  had  found  himself  at  the  North 
Pole.    Whence  had  the  millions  flowed  that  wen 
spent  in  driving  out  the  Soathem  Indians^  and  (be 
millions  mtTe  that  had  gone  to  consommate  the 
Georgia  lottery,  and  enable  the  gentleman^  coa- 
Ftituents  to  draw  some  of  the  highest  prizes?   His 
friend  over  (he  way  [Mr.  Biddle]  was  afhddthtt, 
aAer  the  bargain  was  made  by  which  New  York 
was  to  get  her  dry  dock,  when  it  came  to  giriag 
Philadelphia  hers,  the  bargain  would  not  be  ooi* 
sum  mated,  and  the  rights  of  Pennsylvania  would 
be  forgotten  in  the  overweening  jeatousy  of  New 
York,  and  her  fear  of  the  aggrandizemeiii  of  Phila- 
delphia.   Now,  he  would  say  to  that  hoaeraMe 
gentleman,  that  New  York  was  proud  of  Psenasyl- 
vania  for  many  things;  she  was  proud  of  her  oaao* 
count  of  her  talented  delegation  on  this  floor;  du 
was  proud  of  her  for  her  noble  projects  of  internal 
improvement;  she  had  not  been  so  pioud  of  her  oi 
account  of  last  winter's  proceedings;  but  for  New 
York,  as  a  State,  to  be  jealous  of  Penosylvaaia,  or 
for  New  York  city  to  be  afraid  of  the  aggrandin- 
ment  of  Philadelphia,  he  could  only  say  that  New 
York  felt  herself  too  big  to  be  jealous  of  any  bodf. 
He  acknowledged  that  Philadelphia  was  one  of  tte 
brightest  jewels  in  the  fair  crown  of  this  Ck>nfeden- 
cy;  he  admiied  the  beauty  and  cleanliness  of  her 
streets;  her  abundance  of  fresh  and  wholesome  wa« 
ter;  and  owned  that  New  York  could  boast  of 
nothing  equal  to  her  Fatrmonnt.    But  New  York 
never  could  be  jealous  of  her.    Philadelphia  dioald 
have  his  aid,  and  he  doubted  not  the  aid  of  eroy 
New  Yorker,  when  her  project  for  a  dry  dock  eamo 
up  as  n  distinct  measure  here.    New  York  loved 
and  respected  her  as  a  younger  sister, and,  he  woqM 
add,  a  weaker  sister;  for.  In  point  of  natural  advaa^ 
tagej  of  situation,  she  was  so. 

Mr.  H.  concluded  by  saying  that  he  had  no  per* 
sonal  interest  in  the  present  bill  whatever,  and  bis 
sole  reason  for  opposing  the  amendment,  was  tint 
it  might  lead  to  the  defeat  of  both  objects  desired. 

Mr.  ELMORE  said,  that  until  within  a  few  id1« 
nutes  past,  he  had  not  intended  to  2»ay  a  word  oa 
this  question.  I  seldom  trouble  this  body  wiihaaj 
remarks««-on  mere  party  questions,  I  might  say 
never — believing  its  tiqf^e  would,  generally,  be  ftf 
better  employed  in  the  busineas  of  the  coutitry.  \ 
rise  now,  sir,  because  in  want  of  information  on  I 
measure  of  great  importance,  which  I  ooaeein 
that  the  part  of  the  country  which  I  in  pari  repre- 
sent, is  much  interested  in.  1  have  looked  in  vail 
for  the  infomution  whioh  was  necessary  to  direct 
me  in  the  discharge  of  my  duty  on  this  question.  I 
And  no  report  of  the  committee,  nor  of  competcBt 
engineers,  showing  either  that  the  dry  dock  asked 
for  is  necessary,  or  what  is  the  scale  or  plan  of  iti 
construction,  or  what  it  will  cost,  or  if  it  is  oeciS' 
sary,  whether  (here  is  not  a  location  for  it  which 
will  be  more  useful  and  proper.  It  was  more  with 
a  view  to  inquire  of  the  chairman  of  theCommitiee 
on  Naval  Affairs  for  information  on  these  heads, 
than  with  any  view  of  entering  into  the  discuadcBi 
that  I  have  taken  the  floor. 

The  first  question  presented,  sir,  to  my  miodbT 
this  bill  wa- ,  is  another  dry  dock  necessary  lo  *• 
navyl  And  if  it  be  necessary,  then  the  next  aaM* 
tions  are,  what  would  be  its  best  locatiani  whtf 
will  it  con?  Where  are  the  surveys  and  estinatdt  ^ 
And  when  were  they  noade?  There  are  alid^f 
two  dry  dock?,  one  at  Charlestown,  in  Massaeht' 
setts,  and  one  at  Qosport,  in  Virginia.  Theye«t, 
itissatff,  ner^rly  |l,00O,0O0  a  piece.  Is  another 
nectsaury:  M>bi  esjwiaUy  is  it  our  duly  to  nib 
that  inquiry  n  ,.'  <md  before  we  go  inlo  tUiwerkf  t^ 
cause  our  Trevsu.v  i*  v  M[  nigh  beggared,  and  t» 
works  )•  :.i  oi.velv  ueceisary  should  be  bcgtiB. 
Thert  i  lo  n>  iuoi  .'  .^ctamitteeaocompanyiv 
the  bi  .  iio .  '  <  the  i  ec^isuy  for  this  dock,  no*i- 
veys.  uo  idV.TL^^cii  Oi  i..>r,  jio  plan  of  the  wotkii 
Are  W2 1 J  go  clind/oid  into  this  bnsiBceal  HmUI 
asks  for  plOG,COO;  but  who  does  not  know  that  tkis 
is  btit  a  ^rcr^  \.>  the  buCiCei?  $S,000,000  will  loan 
probably  l.c  *  .cQpaecK  bs  jre  the  work  is  eo»' 
pleted;  ".nd.    '  't^^  amend cseat  for  the  one  at  Fhlr 
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^^a  prevails,  a  tike  sum  may  be  added  for 
itet 

If  there  be  another  dry  dock  necessary  for  the 
teearity  or  efficiency  of  the  navy  and  the  honor 
ud  welfare  of  the  country,  which  is  intimately 
Ueoded  with  it,  i  am  ready  and  willing  to  go  ail 
IngUis  for  it,  even  to  the  taiing  my  constiuients 
to  the  divisioh  of  their  last  dollar.  Bat  it  is  pre- 
ciKly  bfcaose  1  cannot  see  either  its  necessity  or 
wfait  it  isto  cost,  or  that  it  is  proposed  to  give  it  the 
most  proper  location,  that  I  have  risen  to  ask  for 
iaformaiiott  from  the  chainaan  of  the  commiuee, 
and  1  BOW  hope  the  chairman  will  pat  me  right, 
before  I  proceed  foriher  in  my  remarls. 

[Mr.  IvaHiM,  chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
Ifif al  Mairs,  stated  that  there  were  reports  show- 
tag  Ibe  aeoessity  of  another  dry  dock,  and  read  from 
the  last  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  in  favor 
of  ooe  at  New  York.  That  the  one  at  Charles- 
iowo,ihatatOosport,and  the  one  at  Brooklyn,  weie 
all  piojeeled  on  the  same  plan,  and  estimaiea  made 
fartbem,  by  an  engineer  of  high  repatation  (Mr. 
Baldwin)  in  1835.  That  he  estimated  they  would 
eoit  each  $300,000,  bat  the  one  at  Charleslown 
cost  (677,089,  and  that  at  Gtosport  ^77,350,  the 
arerage  being  abont  f837,000,  and  he  soppooed 
the  oae  at  Brooklyn  woald  cost  abont  that  som. 
The  coamiittee  bad  no  other  estimates.] 

Mr.  &  resomed.    I  have  not  had  my  donbts 
removed,  Mr.  Chairman,  by  the  honorable  gentle- 
nao^istatemenis.    The  necessity  of  this  addition- 
al diydoek  is  not  unqaestionable — they  are  requir- 
ed only  for  repairs  of  a  certain  character.    We  ne- 
ver bad  ooe  before  thofte  at  Charleslown  and  Gos- 
pott  were  buHt,  which  has  been  bat   a    very  few 
yeaispasL    When,  in  1834,  Congress  first  inter- 
Uiaed  the  scheme  for  making  dry  docks,  a  call 
was  made  on  the  Commissioners  of  the  Navy  for 
iaformation  on  the  subject;  that  able,  faithful,  and 
gallaat  veteran,  Com.  Rodgers,  as  their  organ,-re- 
piied,  that  during  peace  **a  single  dry  dock  might 
be  made  to  answer  Uie  wants  of  oar  present  force; 
^at  under  other  circulnstances,  when  the  di<»p98i- 
lion  of  oar  vessels  may  be  controlled  by  a  variety 
or  events,  it  will  be  fuand  essentially  necessary  to 
hare  at  least  two  of  our  yards  provided  with  this 
9coominodation — one  upon  the  waters  of  the  Che- 
upeake,  and  another  upon  the   EJastern    poast." 
[1  Sess.  19  Cong.  Ex.  Doc.  No.  143]    Now,  sir, 
tbose  two  here  recommended  have  been  construct- 
ed, aad  located,  in  my  judgment,  wi8el)f->-one  at 
liie  eastern  extremity  of  the  Union,  and  ooe  near 
Ike  eeaue  of  th«;  Atlantic  coast;  ^nd  I  now,  sir,  in- 
ui  that  if  a  third  be  built,  it  shoald  be  beyond  the 
daogerons  capes  of  Florida,  giving  to  each  extre- 
mity, as  well  as  the  centre  of  the  coast,  this  neces- 
sary appendage  to  the  navy.    But,  sir,  has  the 
chairman  of  the  Naval  Committee  shown  the  ne- 
cenity  to  exist  for  a  third  dry  dock,  especially  now? 
Has  he  shown  the  plans  and  estimates  for  its  con- 
sirociioo?  what  it  is  to  cost?    He  tells  us,  sir,  that 
the  plan  is  the  same  as  that  at  Gosport  and  that  at 
Cliarlestown,  and  that   the  estimates  for  this  at 
Brooklyn  were  made  by  the  same  engineer,  at  the 
same  time,  and  that  each  of  the  three  was  to  cost  only 
f3O0,0O9,  while  the  two  which  have  been  construct- 
ed cost  an  average  of  j|890,000,  nearly  three  times 
the  estimate.    And,  sir,  I  am   satisfied  that  before 
this  work  is  finished,  on  the  scale  which  will  be  in- 
sisted on  by  those  who  nrge  it,  as  required  by  the 
great  commercial  emporium  it  js  intended  to  bene- 
fit,  it  will    have   cost    nearer   f2,000,000   than 
fl,000,000. 

Sir,  I  must  5ay  with  my  friend  from  Georgia, 
[Mr.  Dawson,]  if  another  is  njcessary,  that  every 
principle  of  equity  ?.n  I  s  und  policy  dictate?  thai 
u  should  be  placed  towards  the  other  extremity  of 
ibe  Uoioo.  From  Norfolk  to  Texas— more  than 
two-ihird«  of  your  coast — where  is  there  any  ade- 
quate niean$  of  b«ilding,  lepalriDg,  or  fitting  out 
yoarahfpa(?  Why  is  it  that  all  this  section  of  coun- 
try at  the  Sooth,  which  contributes  so  much  to  your 
commerce  and  revenue,  is  to  be  overlooked  and  ne- 
glected? From  it,  sir,  comes  five-f«ixtbs  of  alt  the 
domestic  exports  of  your  whole  country,  which  are 
the  main  sonrce  and  support  of  that  stnpenduus 
commerce  which  you  carry  on  with  all  the  world, 
enilehing  every  section,  and  filling  the  public  cof- 
fers with  its  revenaes;  and  yet,  sir,  yon  never  think 


of  establishing  navy  yards  along  this  coast,  nor  a 
dry  dock  at  any  part  of  it.  Sir,  I  am  glad  that  my 
friend  and  colleague  has  offered  his  amendment  for 
Pensacola.  It  is  the  great  harbor  of  the  Gulf  of 
Mexico,  through  which  passes  the  immense  com- 
merce of  the  West  and  Southwest.  Every  dictate 
of  common  prudence  and  common  justice  requires 
that  the  rich  products  poured  oat  of  the  bosom  of 
these  immense  countries  upon  that  Golf  should 
have  full  and  adequate  protection  from  your  navy. 
It  is  the  scene  of  frequent  piracy  and  shipwrecks  in- 
numerable. At  this  moment,  sir,  you  have  the 
highest  admonitions  of  this,  when  France,  by  her 
fleets,  is  carryiog  on  war  with  our  neighbors  in 
these  very  waters,  winning  strongholds  and  mak- 
in(r  conqnests  npon  our  borders;  while  England, 
who  never  sleeps  when  the  interests  of  the  people 
are  at  stake,  we  arc  informed,  has  a  strong  fleet 
either  there  or  on  its  way  to  the  scene  of  operations. 
Has  the  House  calculated  the  immense  interests  we 
have  at  stake  there?  And  can  any  statesman  who 
does  estimate  them  properly,  hesitate  in  supporting 
the  establishment  not  only  of  an  extensive  navy 
yanl  and  depot  there,  but  of  a  dry  dock  also,  if 
another  is  to  be  added  to  those  we  already  have? 
In  what,  sir,  are  the  local  claims  of  Pen-acola  be- 
hind those  of  Brooklyn?  Why  crowd  all  the  naval 
conveniences  in  one  section,  and  in  such  conti- 
guity? Thefc  is  no  dry  deck  within  a  thonsand 
miles  of  it,  and  there  are  two  within  one-fonrth  of 
that  from  Brooklyn.  Why  shoald  your  ships,  in- 
jured or  di5ab^d  as  they  frequently  must  be,  and 
requiring  the  repairs  to  be  had  in  dry  docks,  be 
forced  to  doable  the  dangeroas  capes  of  Florida, 
and  make  a  voyage  to  Gosport  or  Charleston  for 
repairs — a  voyage  often  dangerons  in  peace,  and 
often  impossible  in  wai?  The  de]  th  of  its  harbor, 
which  is  ene  of  the  most  capacious  and  safe  in  the 
United  States,  is  abundantly  great  for  any  ship. 
Its  bar  at  low  tides  aflbrds  twenty-two  feet  water, 
which  can  easily  be  increased  to  thirty  or  forty  if 
required.  The  tides  rise  but  little;  the  water  is 
quiescent;  no  rivers  of  any  size  empty  into  ii;  and 
there  is  no  danger  to  be  apprehended  that  the  chan> 
nel,  which  can  be  easily  opened  to  any  depth,  will 
again  fill  up.  The  surveys  made  more  than  a  hun- 
dred years  ago  by  ihe  French,  those  afterwards  by 
the  English,  and  still  later  by  our  own  ofllcers, 
show,  sir,  that  the  depth  of  water  remains  the  same, 
wholly  unchanged.  It  has  a  temperate  and  healthy 
climate,  and  abundance  of  pure  water;  and  the  live 
oak  and  other  naval  stores  are  the  natural  and  abun- 
dant products  of  the  surrounding  country. 

By  a  safe  inland  navigation,  which  a  trifling  ex- 
pense will  make  complete,  as  welt  as  by  its  rail- 
roads now  in  progress,  communioations  will  be 
opened  to  all  parts  of  that  boundless  country  wa- 
tered by  the  Mississippi,  from  whence  can  be  pour- 
ed down  to  It  every  thing  needed  for  subsistence  or 
defence.  I  repeat,  sir,  that  if  another  dry  dock  is 
required,  it  U  for  this  neglected  portion  of  the 
country.  Here,  sir,  it  is  needed;  here  it  would  be 
useful  in  peace,  and  in  war  indispensable;  and 
here,  sir,  I  will  vote  for  it  most  cheerfully.  You 
have  wrung  millions  on  millions  from  the  South 
by  your  unequal  and  unjust  taxation,  and  it  is 
time,  high  time,  she  should  begin  to  know  this  Go- 
vernment by  its  blessings,  rather  than  its  oppres- 
sions. 

I  have,  Mr.  Chairman,  a  word  to  say  npon  the 
cost  which  it  is  proposed  by  this  bill  and  the 
amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania 
[Mr.  pATNTxa]  to  incur.  The  bill  proposes 
$100,000  for  the  dry  dock  at  Brooklyn;  the  amend- 
ineni  $100,000  more  for  Philadelphia.  But.  sir, 
this  is  but  ihe  heginnin?;  that  at  Brooklyn  will  not 
cost  short  of  $1,000,000,  and  will  probably  go  con- 
siderably beyond  it.  We  have  estimates  for  that 
at  Philadelphia,  from  the  Dcpartmf  nt.  They  are 
as  follows: 

For  a  water  look      -  -  -  $834,071  00 

For  dry  dock  -  -  -    6.35,980  00 

And  if  constructed  on  best  plan,  add      150,000  00 

$1,610,051  00 

Three  milliuns  will,  I  am  satisfied,  be  nearer  the 
mark.  Now,  sir,  is  this  committee  prepared  to 
pledge  itself  and  the  connlry  to  these  works,  unne- 


cessary as  they  are  in  this  section  of  the  Union, 
where  two  already  exist,  in  the  present  condition  of 
your  Treasury?  Arc  you  not  now  struggling  with 
infinite  difficulty  to  keep  up  the  ordinary  expenses 
of  this  Government?  Are  not  your  necessary,  in- 
dispensible  expenditares  constantly  increasing? 
And  does  not  your  reveune  decrease  periodically, 
every  two  years,  by  the  redaction  in  your  tariff, 
fixed  by  law?  How,  sir,  when  your  expenses  rise 
above,  and  your  revenue  sinks  below,  the  point  of 
equality,  will  you  have  the  means  to  continue  use- 
less and  wasteful  appropriations?  Sir,  I  beg  leave 
to  say  one  word  of  warning  to  gentlemen  before 
they  plunge  their  hands  into  the  public  purse  so 
freely,  to  seize  on  the  treasures  of  the  peop.'e,  and 
scatter  them  abroad  on  unnecessary  undertakings. 
If  they  expect  to  find  the  means  of  supplying  waste 
and  extravagance  in  the  increase  of  the  tariff,  which 
is  their  only  resource,  they  will  be  mistaken.  The 
South  has  submitted  its  last;  wronged  and  oppressed 
as  it  has  been,  it  never  will  be  again.  Deeply  has 
its  dearest  interests  been  wounded;  and  resolutely 
and  determinedly  will  it  oppose  an  unyielding  re- 
sistance to  every  attempt  for  the  renewal  or  en- 
forcement of  that  system  of  unequal,  unjust  and  op- 
pressive taxation,  under  which  it  was,  for  so  long 
a  time,  plundered  for  the  benefit  of  other  sections. 

Mr.  SHEPARD  resumed.  The  gentleman  had 
said  that  the  rea'fon  why  more  was  not  done  for  the 
Suuihern  States  was,  that  their  Representatives 
were  not  so  active  and  diligent,  and,  m  plain  words, 
not  so  conning  at  getting  appropriations,  as  those 
from  some  other  sections  of  the  country. 

Mr.  WISE.  The  remark  was  general.  I  take 
a  full  share  of  it  to  myself.  I  am  vorry  I  have  not 
a  little  more  of  that  cunning  myself. 

Mr.  SHEPARD.  As  to  the  bill,  the  true  ques- 
tion is  this:  whether  an  additional  dry  deck  is  ne- 
cessary for  the  service,  and  whether  New  York  is 
the  proper  location  for  it.  We  bad  now  one  in 
New  England,  and  one  in  Virginia;  and  where 
ought  the  other  to  b;?  The  documents  read  de- 
clared thai  at  least  one  mere  dock  was  required;  if 
so,  it  ought  to  be  in  some  section  of  the  Union 
where  a  large  and  valuable  commerce  stood  in 
need  of  protection.  Was  New  York  the  proper 
place?  He  thought  not.  The  genttemnn  from 
New  York  [Mr.  Hoffman]  had  referred  to  the 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts  [Mr.  Adams]  as 
having  formerly  shown  that  more  money  had  been 
appropriated  for  the  Sooth  than  for  the  North;  that 
when  he  got  to  Georgia  he  found  himself  further 
north  than  in  Massachusetts;  and  when  he  came 
to  Louisiana,  he  found  himself  at  the  north  pole. 
Mr.  S.  well  remembered  the  speech  of  the  honora- 
ble gentleman  ;  it  was  not  in  relation  to  appropri- 
ations, but  to  the  money  left  on  deposite  with  the 
State  banks.  It  was  in  reference  to  this  that  the 
gentleman  endeavord  to  show  that  the  South  was 
more  favored  than  the  North.  He  would  leave  it 
to  the  committee  to  say  whether  this  was  logic  or 
sophistry.  If  any  one  wantea  to  know  which  got 
the  most  of  the  public  money,  let  them  look  at  the 
annual  appropriation  bills,  and  he  would  sson 
find  that  for  every  thousand  dollars  appropriated 
for  objects  at  the  South,  one  hundred  thousand  was 
appropriated  for  those  at  the  North.  He  did  not 
complain  of  this  when  it  was  really  necessary; 

Mr.  G.  SHEPARD  of  North  Carolina  said  he 
ad  not  expected  to  be  dragged  into  this  debate;  but 
the  remarks  of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  [Mr. 
Wise]  called  for  some  notice  on  his  part.  That 
gentleman  had  said  that  it  was  owing  to  a  want  of 
industry  and  attention  in  a  gentleman  from  North 
Carolina,  representing;  the  Newbern  dibtrict,  that 
had  prcvt^uied  the  establishment  of  a  navy  yard  at 
the  South.  After  this,  he  should  be  justiHed  in 
troubling  the  House  with  someexplcniiion.  Fif- 
teen moDihs  ago  he  had  offered  a  re.oluiion  for  an 
inquiry  into  the  fitness  of  Beaufort  fur  a  naval  sta- 
tion. Finding,  on  his  return  to  Congress,  that  no- 
thing had  been  done,  he  addres>ed  a  letter  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy,  inquiring  into  the  reason, 
and  had  heeo  informed  that  the  officer  charged  with 
the  examination  had  been  taken  otf  to  be  united  to 
the  exploring  expedition.  He  bad  inquired  at  the 
last  session  of  the  present  Secretary  whether  »»ucha 
survey  would  not  be  made  during  the  summer,  and 
he  had  been  assured  it  should  be  done.   Since  theit 
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he  had  wriiten  another  Jelter,  iniorming  him  of  the 
fact,  and  inqoiriog  into  the  reason.  He  said  this 
that  his.  condiituents  might  be  able  to  judge  whether 
he  had  neglected  his  duly.  Whatever  the  gentle- 
man from  Virginia  m'ght  think,  Mr.  S.  was  not 
responsible  for  the  failure. 

Mr.  WISE.  The  gentleman  has  gone  off  just 
as  if  I  had  made  a  personal  attack  upon  him.  I 
staled,  and  stated  truly,  that  the  Naval  Committee 
had  been  waiting  for  a  report,  at  the  request  of  the 
gentleman,  before  they  decided  between  Beaufort, 
Charlei^ton,  and  Brunswick;  and  that,  in  my  opi- 
nion, some  injustice  had  been  done  to  Charleston 
by  the  delay. 

but  could  no  more  equal  plan  be  pursued?  As  to 
the  money  given  for  the  Florida  war,  he  asked, 
was  the  money  appropriated  for  the  support  of  that 
war  expended  in  Florida?  No.  Where  were  the 
supplies  obtained?  where  were  the  contracts  made? 
In  Florida?  No;  the  appropriations  went  some- 
where else.  North  Carolina  got  nothinsj.  But 
could  it  indeed  be  nrcessary  that  we  should  have  a 
dry  dock  at  New  York,  and  another  at  Philadel- 
phia too?  while  we  had  a  third  so  near  as  Norfolk? 
while  there  was  none  all  the  way  from  Norfolk  to 
New  Orleans? 

There  was  one  thing  he  had  seen  here  long,  and 
that  was,  that  whenever  an  appropriation  was  asked 
for  a  particular  region,  all  the  representatives  from 
that  quarter  went  for  it  in  solid  column,  while  at 
the  same  time  they  professed  to  care  nothing  about 
getting  the  public  money;  but  this  unity  of  action 
said  more  than  many  speeches.  If  we  must  have 
another  dry  duck,  let  it  be  placed  at  some  point 
near  the  mouth  of  the  Mississippi.  They^)f  the 
South  might,  perhaps,  not  be  so  sedulous  and  im- 
portunate as  Northern  gentlemen;  but  was  that  a 
good  reason  why  the  South  should  not  get  her  full 
share?  Because  they  were  unwilling  lo  come 
cringing  and  crawling  and  playing  the  sycophant. 
He  thought  it  was  a  reason  the  other  way;  the 
Government  ought  rather  to  be  magnanimous,  and 
'  give  more  to  those  who  ask  less.  The  gentleman 
made  another  remark  he  would  notice:  he  had 
said  that  the  North,  by  being  more  industrious  and 
persevering,  would  go  on  to  take  every  thing  fiom 
their  Southern  neighbors;  they  came  and  specu- 
lated on  our  lands  under  our  very  eyes,  and  were 
building  up  Yankee  towns  on  Southern  soil.  If 
the  gentleman  wished  to  lecture  the  South  for  its 
good  by  such  remarks  as  these,  the  proper  place 
to  do  it  was  at  the  South,  not  here;  this  was  not  a 
fitting  place  for  Southern  men  to  tell  the  faults  of 
th«ir  own  parent. 

But  all  this  was  out  of  the  track.  The  qneslion 
was  whether  the  dock  was  needed,  and  whether 
New  York  iras  the  proper  place  were  both  the  pro- 
posed docks  necessary?  He  thought  neither  was 
needed,  but  if  any  was  built  it  ought  to  be  at  the 
South. 

Mr.  PICKENS  rose  and  said,  that  as,  when  up 
before,  he  su:itained  this  appropriation  in  the  ori- 
ginal bill  of  $100,000  for  a  dry  dock  at  New  York, 
he  Qow  felt,  from  the  range  of  discussion,  disposed 
to  make  a  few  more  remarks  in  addition,  to  what  he 
had  already  said.  He  would  fir^t  notice  what  had 
fallen  from  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania, 
[Mr.  P^TRiKiN.]  That  gentleman  had  siven  us  a 
very  good  lecture  on  economy  and  Democratic 
principles,  and  had  thought  proper  to  extend  a  por- 
tion of  it  10  him,  [Mr.  Pickens.]  He  was  sur- 
prised to  And  gentlemen  from  the  South,  who  had 
heretofore  been  good  economists,  rans:ed  in  sup- 
port of  this  appropiialion!!  All  this  was  good  doc- 
trine, and  Mr.  Pickens  only  regretted  that  the  gen- 
tleman's pnTctice  had  not  entirely  corrCwSponded 
with  his  precept.  He,  [Mr.  Pickxns,]  had  taken 
that  gentleman  last  session  as  his  file  leader  on 
economy.  Tiie  gentleman  had  even  set  his  cut  to 
the  tune  of  economy,  that  we  might  follow  in  his 
wake;  but,  sir,  when  we  come  to  voting  appropria- 
tions for  the  Cumberland  road,  what  was  my  asto- 
nishment when  I  found  my  file  leader  wheeling  to 
the  right  about,  and  voting  aye/  And  is  this  the 
gentleman  'to  rise  here  now,  and  read  me  a  lecture 
on  economy,  because  I  choose  lo  suppoitan  appro- 
priation of  $100,000  for  a  branch  of  your  naval 
service,  while  he  supported  an  appropriation  of  near 
a  miUioo  for  the  Cumberland  road? 


I  will  not  condescend  to  institute  a  comparison 
between  the  two  objects.  Sir,  I  glory  in  supporting 
liberal  appropriations  for  every  thing  connected 
with  your  navy.  It  is  the  only  safe  and  efficient 
arm  of  national  defence  in  a  free  republic;  and 
some  of  the  very  gentlemen  who  will  now  vote 
against  this  appropriation,  you  will  find,  at  the 
c'ose  of  the  session,  voting  what  they  have  thereby 
saved,  and  millions  more,  to  dig  out  harbors  upon 
your  inland  seas,  where  God  and  nature  never  in- 
tended that  any  should  be.  Many  gentlemen  who 
will  now  vote  down  such  appropriations  as  the  pre- 
sent, will  combine  hereafter  in  a  scheme  of  legisla- 
tion under  appropriations  for  your  Cumberland 
road,  your  light-house  and  harbor  bills,  and  your 
other  thousand  miserable  local  approprialumt^  by 
which  private  speculators  have  been  enabled  to 
swindle  the  country  out  of  millions,  and  yet  all  this 
is  sound  economy! 

The  true  and  only  questions  before  the  committee 
are,  is  a  dry  dock  needed  at  New  York,  and  is  this 
appropriation  fit  and  proper?  Upon  these  points 
there  is  a  concurrence  of  sentiment  in  those  who 
have  considered  the  matter.  Where  can  such  an 
establishment  with  more  propriety  be  located  than 
in  New  York,  the  centre  of  commerce  and  naviga- 
tion, and,  notwithstanding  all  her  sins,  in  a  contmer- 
eial  point  of  view,  the  pride  of  the  Republic?  We 
now  lose  more,  for  want  of  a  dry  dock  at  that  point, 
in  two  years,  by  the  decay  and  injury  of  our 
vessels  of  war,  than  would  be  required  to  con- 
struct the  dock.  From  the  extreme  north- 
ern point  on  the  coast  of  Maine  to  Cape  Cod, 
from  Cape  Cod  to  Cape  Ilatteras,  and  from  Cape 
Hatteras  to  Cipe  Florida,  and  from  thence  to  the 
Sabine,  by  examination  of  the  map  you  will  find 
between  each  of  these  prominent  points  great  bays 
or  indentures  in  the  coast  of  the  United  States;  and 
there  ought^o  be  in  the  centre  of  each  navy  yards 
on  the  most  liberal  and  substantial  basis — one  at 
Boston,  one  at  New  York,  one  at  Charleston,  and 
one  at  Pensacola.  With  more  than  two  thousand 
miles  of  sea  coast,  and  a  comparatively  sparse 
population,  it  is  vain  and  idle  to  think  of  any  other 
efficient  system  of  fortiiication  or  national  aefence 
except  by  a  navy.  In  the  next  great  conflict, 
your  land  fortifications,  which  have  been  copied 
Trom  the  French  system,  will  be  as  impotent  and 
useless  (except  at  isolated  points)  as  are  the  castles 
in  ruins  that  now  fiown  over  Europe,  transmitting 
to  us  nothing  but  the  recollection  of  the  barbarian 
nobility  who  once  inhabited  them.  No,  sir:  if  war 
does  come,  (which  may  God  in  his  mercy  avert!)  it 
will  be  upon  water,  the  fate  of  empire  will  there 
be  decided.  Your  armies  upon  land  will  be  of 
little  or  no  service.  Under  the  great  changes 
in  modern  limes,  the  true  system  of  defence  and 
power  is  to  take  advantage  of  all  the  Inventions 
and  improvements  (particularly  in  steam)  of 
the  day,  and  give  such  efiiciency  to  your  navy  ?l$ 
will  enable  us  to  meet  any  contingency  that  may 
arise.  I  confess  that  I  am  proud  of  being  the  sup- 
porter of  that  glorious  and  noble  arm  of  our  na- 
tional defence.  It  ha9  borne  our  stars  and  our 
stripes  in  honor  to  the  most  disiant  seas  of  the  ha- 
bitable globe;  and  the  votaries  of  freedom  in  every 
land  have  been  cheered  by  the  broad  folds  of  our 
national  banner,  as  it  has  swept  along  the  remotest 
coasts  of  this  earth. 

But,  sir,  it  has  been  said  that  appropriations  on 
this  subject  have  heretofore  been  sectional;  that, 
while  we  have  not  received  our  share,  others  have 
received  more  thon  their  share.  Sir,  to  a  certain 
extent  this  has  been  true;  but  1  contend  that  expen- 
ditures on  this  branch,  more  than  every  thing  else 
connected  with  Government,  have  shed  a  common 
benefit  and  a  common  blessing  upon  our  united 
couniry.  What  can  protect  the  immense  produc- 
tions of  the  South,  floating  over  every  sea  to  fo- 
reign lands,  as  they  do,  but  a  vigilant  ond  effi- 
cient navy?  If  ihe  ships  are  made  at  the 
North,  and  if  they  are  manned  by  Northern  men, 
(but  we  have  our  full  proportion  of  officers,) 
yet  if  they  protect  and  defend  our  rich  productions 
from  the  plunder  and  oppression  of  foreign  powers, 
we  have  a  deep  .stake  in  supporting  them.  It  is  the 
only  branch  of  public  defence  and  public  expendi- 
ture in  which  we  have  a  peculiar  and  deep  iniereat. 
And  allow  me  to  say,  that  tbi»  i9  no  time  for  a  re- 


presentative from  an  Atlantic  or  Gulf  State  to  hesi. 
tate  in  voting  appropriations  that  may  be  proiier 
to  put  our  navy  in  spanking  order.  Lookatlfe 
movements  of  the  French  in  the  Gulf  and  oq  ibe 
coast  of  Mexico.  Wiihoat  pretending  to  ceasan 
them,  or  at  present  to  question  their  rights,  yet  I 
will  say  that  their  position  upon  a  defenceless  eoast, 
and  amongst  rich  and  defenceless  islands,  is  tempt- 
ing to  their  power;  and  if  they  withstand  it  ther 
have  less  ambition  than  the  world  attribates  to 
them.  Sir,  what  I  mean  to  insinnate  is,  that  in  tbe 
progress  of  events  sach  a  point  may  be  oocapied, 
and  such  a  poaiHon  assumed,  that  the  independeaee 
of  our  commerce  from  the  Mississippi  valley  and 
through  the  Gulf  may  be  rendered  doublfol  in  the 
future.  And  if  such  should  be  the  case,  I  do  not 
hesitate  to  say  it  might  raise  the  question  of  peaes 
or  war. 

The  independence  of  ten  of  the  richest  Slates  of 
this  Union  rests  upon  the  freedom  of  the  Golf 
commerce,  being  placed  beyond  the  ponifrte  retdb  of 
any  foreign  power.  Is  this  the  time  f«r  us  to  stiot 
appropriations  for  any  thing  connected  with  yoar 
navy?  Sir,  I  abhor  that  cruel  economy,  «hidi,to 
save  a  few  thousand  dollars  now,  would  sacriik, 
the  blood  of  freemen  hereafter 

I  am  in  favor  of  the  appropriation  for  Pensacola, 
too,  because  I  believe  efficient  protectioa  a&d  sop* 
port  to  our  navy  on  that  extensive  coast,  iuremoii 
position,  and  the  sparse  population  bordering  DpoB 
the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  all  demand  from  this  Gh)ren« 
ment  its  guardian  care  and  military  proteetioo.  I 
believe,  also,  that  all  the  States  in  the  valley  of  thi 
Mississippi  and  the  Ohio  are  deeply  interested  it 
sustaining  the  power  and  efficiency  of  oor  nary 
in  the  Gulf,  particularly  at  this^'unelurc  nfejfamm 
that  quarter.  I  go  for  appropriations  of  this  ki&d, 
not  because  they  may  be  of  local  benefit  to  ibisieo 
lion  or  lo  that  section,  but  because  of  their  comnoa 
benefit  to  mv  common  country.  Trae  oor 
finances  may  be  low,  and  let  us  go  for 
an  enlightened  retrenciiment  and  economy.  Yes, 
sir,  strike  at  your  light-houses  and  harbor 
bills — ^yoor  Cumberland  road  bill— yonr  new  for- 
tification bills — and  all  such  like  looseand  anncces- 
sary  appropriations.  But  in  God^s  name  do  not 
strike  at  the  navy,  the  pride  and  the  oroaneotof 
the  conntry;  and  particularly  at  this  period  of  the 
world,  when  every  other  maritime  power  scens 
to  be  concentrating  their  national  energies  npoa 
that  arm  of  defence. 

Mark  the  progress  of  these  things,  and  I  prpdict, 
when  you  refuse  such  appropriations  as  thi5,that 
in  the  last  three  days  of  this  very  session,  the  I6th 
joint  rule  of  this  House  will  be  suspended,  in  order 
to  let  in  bills  embracing  all  kinds  of  appropriatioDS, 
which  singly  and  alone,  upon  their  own  indep» 
dent  merits,  could  never  receive  the  sanction  of 
the  majority  of  this  House,  upon  fall  or  fair  dis- 
cuss ien. 

I  will  here  say  that  I  cannot  agree  to  the  propo* 
sition,  or  as  it  has  been  called  a  bargain,  propv* 
ed  by  the  gentleinan  from  New  York,  [Mr.  Hor^ 
MAN,]  in  relation  to  the  Philadelphia  dock.  Itisdm 
to  candor  to  say  that  I  am  opposed  to  that  ameod* 
ment.  I  do  not  think  it  at  all  needed,  if  the  oneil 
New  York  is  established.  The  sentimente  I  ha« 
now  avowed  are  the  same  I  have  uttered  here  be- 
fore, four  years  since.  I  am  opposed,  geuetallfi 
to  appropriations  upon  land,  or  for  land  serrM 
but  in  favor  of  strengthening  our  national  defem  j 
upon  water. 

Mr.  PETRIKIN  rose  amidst  cries  of  qai 
question.  The  gentleman  from  South  Carolirtii 
said  he  had  voted  tor  the  Cumberland  road.  Il»P  ' 
true  that  he  had;  and  he  believed,  at  the  linw,  9 
was  right,  and  that  he  was  voting  for  the  geaeril 
good.  He  bad  done  it  partly  on  grounds  of  cxpfr 
diency,  because  the  Government  was  undcrl 
pledge;  but  he  found  he  had  been  deceived.  He 
had  been  in  the  wrong;  he  had  found  ihis  out  iaj 
very  few  days  after  his  vote  was  given;  but  if  wd 
and  his  constitnents  would  forgive  him  for  tnfl 
once,  he  never  would  vote  another  doUir  tf 
the  same  way  as  long  as  he  lived. 

Mr.  STANLY  said:  I  do  not  rise,  Mr.  Chajr- 
man,  to  enter  into  this  discussion.  Althoagb  I M 
some  interest  that  the  amendments  offered  showj 
meet  With  r#voJ:able  considerattooi  1  havi  vuteQ 
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j  f»r  fflf  colleague,  who  is  more  immediately  iaterest- 
id  in  ihe  establisfameoi  of  a  navy  yard  at  the  place 
liloded  to  by  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  [Mr. 
Wise.]  If  it  should  be  in  order,  during  this  dc- 
bite,  tod  if  there  is  the  slightest  ground  for  hope 
thai  (be  proposition  can  sncceed,  I  shall  move  to 
ftoesd  ihe  bill  by  making  an  appropriation  for  a 
navy  yare  at  Beaniord,  North  Carolina. 

}iy  principal  object  is  to  call  atteution  to  the 
oonfessioDS  of  my  coUeagne,  who  is  now  emphatl- 
aily  "OQ  the  other  side."  He  said,  sir,  among 
other  things,  that  when  appropriations  were  made 
for  the  North,  mU  paHiu  went  **in  mass,  in  solid 
colamD,'*  were  his  words. 

Nov,  sir,  the  politicians  in  my  part  of  the  world, 
who  belong  to  the  Admioistraiion,  charge  the 
Whigs  with  all  the  extravagant  expenditures.  1 
hope  ihat  charge  will  no  longer  be  made,  as  one  of 
iheir  own  party  now  confesses  the  contrary. 

I  regret,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  I  heard  other  re- 
naiks  ifom  my  cclitagne,  which,  I  most  be  al- 
lowed to  say,  are  in  bad  taste  from  a  member  of 
Coi^ress  from  North  Carolina.  They  sound 
itnasely  in  my  ears,  coming  from  my  coUeagoe, 
who  has  heretofore,  I  th»oght,  entertained  more 
lihcfil  views.  I  disapprove  of  this  eurnalthander- 
iag,  oB  this  floor,  from  certain  Southern  members, 
igaisst  what  they  are  pleased  to  call  the  ''misera- 
ble local  appropriations"  of  one  section.  We  have 
other  caoaes  which,  if  not  removed,  must  ioevita* 
I  biyiend  to  an  ay  one  portion  of  the  Confederacy 
•giuflst  the  other.  It  may  be,  and  probably  is, 
trae,  that  oar  Northern  brethren  are  more  attentiva 
to  Iheir  inieitsis  than  we  are;  ihat  they  understand 
better  than  we,  what  Sam  Slick  calls  ''ciphering;" 
bm,  sir,  let  us  do  them  justice  upon  this  subject  of 
ippropriaung  money.  As  far  as  my  esperience 
goes,  1  have  newer  known  any  Northern  man  op- 
pose an  appropriation  for  the  Southern  country, 
bfcaose  it  was  for  the  Southern  country.  Unques- 
tionably, too,  milUons  of  public  money  m<y  have 
been  wasted  in  boildiog  harbors,  clearing  out 
creeks,  and  improving  streams,  which  nature  never 
intended  to  be  navigable.  Much  of  this  has  been 
,  done  in  the  last  eight  years.  A  large  portion  of 
Ibis  may  hava  been  spent,  at  ihe  North;  but  why 
was  it  sqient  there?  Why  have  we  of  the  South  had 
w  little  public  money  expended  for  our  advantage? 
My  eoUeague  knows  the  reason.  It  has  been  the 
policy  of  many  of  oar  '^economical  Democrats," 
as  they  call  themselves,  not  only  to  refuse  to  ask 
for,  to  demand,  any  appropriations,  but  to  refuse 
to  lake  them  when  they  were  offered.  If  we  please, 
we  can  admire  the  consistency  of  this  class  of  poll- 
ticians,  who,  no  doubt,  were  honest  in  the  consti- 
totional  opmions  they  entertained  in  declining  to 
allow  the  General  Qov^mment  to  make  improve* 
meats  within  their  Sutes.  Bat  then  it  comes  with 
an  ill  grace  from  us  to  eensnre  others  for  the  eon- 
teqoeneesofourown  conduct. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  am  a  Sonthem  man.     I  thank 
my  God  that  I  am.      Next  to  learning  the  Lord's 
prayer  and  the  ten  commandments,  I  was  taught 
to  venerate  the  character,  protect  the  interests,  and 
defend  the  honor  of  North  Carolina.  I  still  cherish 
the  recollections  of  these  early  lessons.      They 
^row  with  my  growth,  and  sirenghten  with  my 
strength."    And,  sir,  I  regard  it  as  a  duly  I  owe  to 
my  Stale  and  my  country  to  avoid  creating  sec* 
lioDal  feelings.      In  doing  so,  we  forget  the  advice 
i  of  the  Father  of  his  country,  and  the  dignty  which 
I  becomes  the  Representativesof  sovereign  Stales. 
L  The  gentleman  from  South    Carolina,    [Mr. 
rViCRKKs,]  who  as  just  taken  his  seat,  habitually 
iadolges  in  declamation  of  this  kind.      He  has  jnst 
pat  forth  a  shower  of  denunciatory  epithets  against 
what  he  calls  "miseratle  local  appropriations."    I 
would  ask  the  gentleman  what  kind  of  appropria- 
ttons  he  sanctions.   If  I  am  not  mistaken,  we  made 
an  appropriation  last  session  for  some  work  ne^r 
Charleston,     This  was  sustained,  and  properly,  by 
the  aignmenis  of  gentlemen  from  that  Staie.  Does 
be  call  ihi«  ♦'local  appropriation?"     And  what  ap- 
propriations will  that  gentleman   approve  of  it  he 
obji'Cis  to  local  appropriAtion-^? 

I  regret,  su,  u>  ha'  e  been  fnrced  to  ol>j«'cl  to  the 
opioiuu^  uf  (ik>  ci>l  «'ai!iie.  Bir  1  have  ti.  pi>  unai  - 
en^loin.'d  to  hear  ng  from  Nuiih  Carolina  the 
-avowal  of  feelings  and  opinions  which  inevitably 


tend  to  alienate  one  portion  of  our  country  from  the 
other. 

Mr.  THOMPSON  said  that  there  could  be  no 
more  just  exponent  of  the  times  we  live  in,  and 
Ihe  mode  of  doing  business  in  this  body,  than  the 
extreme  anxiety  of  gentlemen  to  rush  this  bill 
through  the  House  after  an  hour's  discussion,  and 
with  an  almost  total  ignorance  of  every  important 
fact  involved.  We  are  asked  to  make  a  beginning 
in  an  appropriation  which  will  require  two  mil- 
lions to  complete  the  work,  without  estimates  of 
any  sort,  without  any  reasons  showing  its  necessity, 
or,  if  necessary  at  all,  that  the  points  proposed  are 
the  most  advantageous.  Why  this  "indecent 
haste"  to  expend  millions,  and,  what  makes  it 
worse,  with  a  bankrupt  Treasury?  He  had  not 
oflbred  his  amendment  for  the  paltry  purpose  of  de- 
feating the  measure.  He  disdained  to  resort  to 
such  tricks.  But  he  believed,  nay,  he  did  not  he.si- 
late  to  say  that  he  would  prove,  beyond  the  possi- 
bihty  of  refutation,  that  the  interests  of  the  country 
demanded  a  dry  dock  Ft  Pensacola  more  than  at 
New  York  and  Philadelphia  both  put  together. 
What,  sir,  is  the  chief  use  of  a  dry  dock?  Not  for 
building,  but  for  repairing  vessels.  We  have  now 
a  dry  dock  at  Norfolk  and  one  at  Boston,  and  it  ia 
proposed  to  have  another  at  New  York,  to  which 
he  did  not  object.  But  what  earthly  use  can  there 
be  for  another  at  Philadelphia,  when  there  is  one  on 
either  sid^  of  that  place  within  100  miles?  Is  not  that 
enough,  in  all  conscience,  and  mare  especially  when 
there  is  not,  from  the  capes  of  the  Chesapeake  to 
the  Sabine,  a  single  point  at  which  even  a  long- 
boat can  be  repaired?  As  to  bo  tiding  ships,  the 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvaoia  [Mr.  Sbbosant] 
tells  you  that  the  largest  ship  ever  built  in  Ame- 
rica, the  Pennsylvania,  was  built  at  Philadelphia, 
as  a  proof  of  the  ship-building  capabilities  of  that 
place,  and  as  an  argument  for  the  establishment  of 
a  dry  dock  there.  To  his  mind,  Mr.  T.  said,  it 
proved  precisely  the  reverse  of  the  latter  proposi- 
tion. If  such  a  ship  as  tlie  Pennsylvania  was  built 
without  a  dry  dock,  it  was  the  most  conclusive 
proof  that  one  was  not  necessary  for  the  employ- 
ment of  the  ship'building  talents  of  Fhiladeipliia. 
A  dry  dock  is  not  needed  for  building  ships;  and 
sorely,  when  there  are  two  within  a  hundred  miles 
of  Philadelphia,  another  is  not  needed  lor  repairing 
them.  But  at  Pensacola  the  case  is  difierent,  for 
the  slightest  injury  to  a  ship  on  the  Southern  At- 
lantic ct^ast,  or  on  the  Gulf,  cannot  be  repaired 
nearer  than  Norfolk.  This  in  time  of  peace;  but. 
in  the  event  of  war,  what  would,  be  our  condition? 
Why,  sir,  that,  at  the  very  point  which  must  inevi- 
tably be  the  seat  of  that  war,  and  where  our  ships 
must  be  required,  there  is  no  place  to  repair  them 
in  fifteen  hundred  miles.  Naval  stations  for  re- 
pairing vessels  should  be  located  where  they  are 
most  likely  to  be  required.  Where,  for  example, 
are  the  dry  docks  of  France?  Not  at  Bordeaux, 
the  great  commercial  metropolis,  but  at  Brest, 
Toulon,  and  Cherbourg.  Wher<  are  thoee  of  Eng- 
land? Not  at  Liverpool  or  London,  but  at  Ports- 
month  and  Chatham. 

At  what  point  would  an  enemy  be  most  apt  to 
strike?  Most  certainly  at  the  Gulf  of  Mexico?  If 
for  no  other  reason,  because  the  possession  of  the 
debonche  of  the  Mississippi  would  give  the  com- 
mand of  the  commerce  of  five-sixths  of  the  Union — 
more  important  than  the  possession  of  New  York 
and  Philadelphia  both.  And  where  else,  but  in 
the  West  Indies,  (in  that  immediate  neighborhood,) 
can  any  foreign  nation  congregate  their  fleets  pre- 
vious to  an  attack?  Besides,  the  immense  value  of 
the  commerce  of  those  islands  makes  that  the  most 
important  theatre  of  naval  conflicts.  With  a  view 
to  these  mo:»t  important  considerations,  he  would 
say  that,  cost  what  it  might,  Pensacola,  or  some 
other  point  on  the  Gulf,  should  be  made  an  impor- 
tant naval  blaion.  If  nature  had  not  done  all  that 
was  necessary,  let  art  aMsist,  at  whatever  cost.  But 
is  such  the  case?  No,  sir;  far  from  it.  He  did  not 
hesitate  to  say  that  no  place  on  our  whole  coast 
presented  such  advantagei:;  and  that  in  favor  of  no 
single  point  was  there  such  an  accumulaiian  of  tes- 
timony as  that  which  exists  as  to  Pensacola.  A 
late  Secr.iary  of  the  Navy,  Mr.  Soaihard,  with  thai 
enlarged  and  enlightened  patriotism  which  has  illus. 
trated  his  whole  public  Ufe,  long  since  urged  thi« 


subject  upon  Congress.  He  says,  in  a  report  to 
Congress:  '*The  whole  country,  from  the  Alleghany 
to  the  Gulf,  is  interested  in  the  establishment  of  a 
naval  station  at  Pensacola.  With  whatever  na« 
tion  we  may  be  at  war,  the  principal  theatre  will  be 
the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  and  (he  object  of  attack  the 
commerce  of  the  Mississippi." 

The  board  of  engineers,  with  the  undivided  au- 
thority of  that  body,  say,  "situated  as  Pensacola 
is,  with  respect  to  the  country  on  either  hand,  the 
immense  regions  behind  it,  its  rare  properties  as  a 
harbor  become  of  inappreciable  value.  First.  It 
is  accessible  to  the  largest  class  of  sloops  and  fri- 
gates. Second.  Its  bar  is  near  the  coast.  Third. 
It  is  perfectly  land  locked.  Fourth.  It  has  excel- 
lent facilities  for  building,  repairing,  and  launch- 
ing, and  for  docks  and  dock  yards.  Fifth.  Abun- 
dance of  good  water.  Sixth.  It  is  perfectly  defen- 
sible." Commodore  Dallas  says:  "The  bar  i*  23  feet 
at  low  water,  and  only  27  is  required  for  the  lar- 
gest ships.  There  »»»iil  be  no  difliculty  in  deepen- 
ing it  to  any  required  extent.  But  to  the  7  depth  of 
feet  nothing  can  be  more  practicable."  Commodore 
Ridgely  uses  almosit  the  very  same  language,  to 
which  is  added  the  testimony  of  Rodgers,  Bain- 
bridge,  Watrington,  Kearney,  Biddle,  Woolsey, 
Ballard,  Clarkson,  Slidell — of  nlmost  every  oflicer 
who  has  given  glory  to  your  navy,  and  of  one  of  a 
very  diflferent  sort;  the  illustrious  hero  of  Charleston 
harbor.  Every  officer  of  b(>th  the  land  and  the  naval 
service,  without  one  exeeption,  concur  in  its  impor- 
tance as  a  station,  as  well  as  the  perfect  practica- 
bility of  making  it  one.  Why  will  gentlemen  then 
continue  to  say,  give  us  iitformaiion  and  we  will 
vote  the  appropriation?  What  do  they  want? 
What  can  be  added  to  what  we  already  have? 
What  else  can  be  furnished?  Do  gentlemen,  not 
relying  upon  the  opinion  of  these  able  men  skilled 
in  this  department,  desire  the  data  upon  which  to 
judge  them!«lves?  Let  them  look  into  the  reports 
of  the  late  Secretary  Southard,  and  of  the  various 
naval  officers  who  have  been  on  that  station,  and 
they  will  find  them.  They  will  find  a  bar  now  23 
feet  deep  at  low  water,  and,  what  is  of  more  crn- 
seqaence,  a  bar  that  has  not  changed  half  an  inch 
in  120  years.  By  a  survey  made  by  the  French 
Government  in  1720,  the  depth  is  precisely  what  it 
now  is.  A  cannon  sunk  on  the  bar  thirty  years  ago 
has  been  recently  found  not  in  the  slightest  degree 
imbedded.  The  bar  is  now  deep  enough  for  all 
vessels  except  of  tii  every  largest  size,  and  may  be, 
with  perfect  ease,  dredged  to  any  required  depth— 
to  60  feet,  if  needed.  . 

The  valley  of  the  Mississipfft,  too,  furnishes  eve- 
ry single  ariicle  that  is  needed  in  ship  building; 
iron,  copper,  lead,  zinc,  hemp,  live  oak,  every 
thing  necessary  in  ship  building — and,  I  might  add, 
every  thing  (in  the  remarkable  language  of  Talley* 
rand  to  Bonaparte,  when  remonstratins;  against  the 
cession  of  Louisiana,)  that  is  needed  by  civilized 
man.  And  are  we  to  be  told  that  these  materlaU 
for  ship  boildingjmust  all  be  sent  round  to  Northern 
navy  yards,  to  be  worked  up  by  Northern  me- 
chanics, and  not  only  that,  but  we  are  to  have  no 
navals  lation  on  oar  whole  extended  Southern  and 
Gull  coast,  no  place  in  time  of  war  for  a  naval 
station;  none  in  less  than  fifteen  hundred  miles, 
where  the  ships,  so  absolutely  necessary  for  our 
protection,  may  be  repaired.  And  thij;,  too,  is  re- 
fused us  at  the  very  moment  that  gentleman  ask  us 
I  to  add  two  more  to  the  dry  ducks  already  accessi- 
ble in  the  North.  That  Philadelphia,  with  two 
already  within  a  hundred  miles,  is  foo  remote;  but 
that  fifteen  hundred  miles  is  not  too  far  for  South- 
ern fleets  to  be  taken  for  repairs?  In  1825,  the 
President  was  directed  to  purchase  a  site,  erect 
buildings,  and  establish  a  naval  station  at  Pensaco- 
la. Has  any  thin?  eflVctual,  aH  yet,  been  done? 
In  183^,  by  collecting  together  a  srl  of  the  most 
revolting  facts,  showing  the  grossest  neglect,  not 
only  of  Southern,  but  of  national  interests,  I  wrung 
from  the  Houss  a  small  appropriation  for  these 
great  objects;  yet  scarcely  any  of  that  ^mall  ap- 
prodriation  has,  as  yet,  been  expended.  Am  I,  sir, 
(said  Mr.  T.  are  the  people  of  the  South,  to  be  si- 
lenced bv  the  miserable  excuse  that  there  was  some 
di-KpT.c  about  the  title  lo  the  ground  owned  by  the  Go- 
vernmenii  Why  has  not  that  iiile  beei  quiied  by 
compromise  or  otherwise?  or  why  has  not  soihq 
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new  site  beea  selected?  If  the  people  of  the  South 
and  We«t  sobmit  to  these  things,  they  deserve 
no  better.  Mr.  T.  did  not  hold  the  present  head 
of  the  Nary  Department  responsible  for  those 
things.  It  would  be  unjast  to  charg^e  that  gentle- 
man with  any  want  of  a  just  regard  to  the  intereits 
of  the  South.  And,  sir,  am  I  to  be  taken  up  and 
lectured  here,  not  only  by  Northern  but  by  South- 
ern men,  too,  as  involving  improperly  sectional 
topics,  because  I  allude  to  these  things?  I  should 
be  recreant  to  the  South  and  its  interests  if  I  for- 
bore to  do  so  from  any  sickly  and  mawkish  senti- 
mentality, or  the  poor  vanity  of  making  fine  sen- 
tences about  our  glorious  Union,  and  that  broad 
patriotism  that  looks  to  the  interest  of  the  whole 
country,  disregarding  all  sectional  iujustice,  how- 
ever gross.  If  this  be  narrow  and  sectional,  be  it 
80.  Let  gentlemen  make  the  most  of  it,  and  pur- 
sue, if  they  choose,  a  different  course.  That  they 
will  gain  much  reputation  for  a  large  and  enlight- 
ened patriotism  elsewhere  than  at  home,  I  do  not 
doubt.  Whether  they  will  promote  the  interests 
of  their  constituents  or  the  country  is  another  ques- 
tioa.  I  know  the  generous  and  confiding  nature  of 
my  friend  from  North  Carolina,  [Mr.  STjiNLr.] 
Conscious  of  a  superiority  to  all  narrow  feelingf, 
he  suspects  none  in  others.  Let  him  stay  here  as 
long  as  I  have,  and  I  rather  think  he  will  find 
these  notions  going  out  at  the  palms  of  his  hands. 

But  my  friend  from  New  York  [Mr.  Hoffman] 
has  first  brought  up  this  topic,  and  repeats  endor- 
siogly  some  remarln  at  the  last  session  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  Massachusetts  [Mr.  Adams.]  That 
distinguished  gentleman,  in  reply  to  some  remarks 
of  mine  made  two  years  before  as  to  the  inequality 
of  disbursements,  with  the  trick,  or  rather  I  should 
say  the  skill  (as  that  is  more  respectful)  of  a  prac- 
tised dialectitian,  relied  upon  the  fact  that  the 
largest  aasount  of  the  public  money  on  deposile 
was  in  the  Southern  Stales.  There  was  much  more 
of  wit  than  truth  in  the  views  which  he  presented. 
What  was  my  position?  That  much  the  largest 
amount  of  appropriations  went  North.  How  does 
he  reply  io  it?  Why,  by  showing  that  whilst  on 
deposile,  between  the  time  of  collection  and  dis- 
bursement, large  sums  were  found  in  the  South. 
For  example,  Alabama  paid  to  the  Government  in 
1834  about  a  million  and  a  quarter,  and  received 
back  in  appropriations  a  quarter  of  a  million; 
whilst  Vermont,  which  paid  (flfO,  received 
$185,000;  Mississippi  aQd  Louisiana  paid  a  million 
each,  and  each  received  in  appropriakons  less  than 
f^350,000,  whilst  New  Hampshire  paid  (16,000 
and  received  (334,000.  Bui  while  this  money  was 
in  tTamilu  from  thei»e  Southern  Stated,  which  it 
depleted  to  skeletons,  to  these  Northern  States, 
whicn  it  fed  to  repletion  and  plethora,  it  did  stop  a 
little  while  in  Southern  banks  until  it  ccftld  be  re- 
moved to  its  ultimate  and  legitimate  home  in  the 
North.  Our  own  money  abided  with  us  three 
months,  "three  little  mouths,^'  and  that  is  made  an 
item  of  charge  against  us. 

But,  says  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  there 
is  the  Florida  war,  and  its  large  appropriations. 
Indeed,  and  has  it  come  to  that?  Are  we  to  be 
charged,  as  for  a  sedional  purpose,  with  money 
expended  in  defending  our  wives  and  children 
from  the  savage  tomahawk?  Most  benificent  Go- 
vernment! most  generous  and  magnanimous  people! 
who  arc  capable  of  ihe  unejtampled  generosity  of 
approprioiing  money  for  ihesfe  purposetl  Why, 
sir,  that  is  The  single  benefit  thai  we  of  the  South 
receive  from  thisjconnection — and  thatjis  enjoyed  in 
ai  least  an  equal  degree  by  the  North — united 
strength  and  mutual  aid  in  war;  a  great  matter,  it 
is  true,  but  not  to  be  put  down  as  of  a  sectional 
ch ii rr. c ter.  But,  sir,  if  the  gentleman's  constituents 
have  given  us  money  to  carry  on  this  war,  I  be- 
lie tre  It  is  all  they  have  given.  I  have  heard  of  no 
volunteers  from  that  quarter.  I  wonder  what  has 
become  of  that  gallant  regiment  of  New  Yoik, 
which,  on  a  late  memorable  occasion,  tendered  its 
services  to  General  Jackson  to  go  and  cut  the 
throats  of  the  Nullifiers.  I  remember  it  well,  for  I 
was  alarmed  no  little.  It  was  a  great  crisis  every 
where,  but  especially  with  us;  and  when  every 
heart,  rightly  attuned,  beat  fervently  for  the  peace 
of  the  country,  and  prayed  that  the  bitter  cup 
might  pass  from  us;  when  good  men  and  patriots 


sought  more  the  olive  branch  than  the  bayonet; 
when  that  olive  branch  was  magnanimously  and 
generously  tendered,  and  in  tha  same  spirit  receiv- 
ed, this  gallant  regiment  thought  only  of  the  spirit 
stirring  drum  and  the  strife  of  battle.  What  has 
become  of  those  gallant  fellows?  Dead,  I  suppose, 
sii,  all  dead,  or  surely  their  trenrhant  blades  would 
have  leaped  from  their  scabbards  at  the  first  note 
of  this  Florida  war;  all  dead,  I  suppose-^killed  ia 
foreign  wars,  no  doubt;  in  Texas,  or  perbape  in  the 
evil  wars  of  Spain,  as  it  seems  to  be  a  civil  broil 
for  which  they  have  a  special  fancy. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  EVANS,  the  committee  then 
rose,  repoited  progress,  and  the  House  adjourned.  • 


DEFERRED  DEBATE. 

Ik  Senate,  January  S,  1639. 

The  Senate  took  up  for  consideration,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  the  bill  to  provide  for  the  re- 
duction and  graduation  of  the  price  of  the  public 
lands. 

Mr.  CLAY  of  Alabama  deemed  it  only  necessa- 
ry to  remark,  on.  this  occasion,  that  the  bill  was 
now  in  the  same  tjhape  as  that  in  which  it  passed 
the  Senate  at  the  last  session.  The  bill  had,  in  its 
original  shape,  provided  for  a  further  reduction  to 
fiAy  cents  per  acre,  but  that  clause  having  been 
stricken  out,  the  lowest  reduction  was  now  seventy- 
five  cents,  extending  to  lands  that  had  been  offered 
for  fifteen  years  and  upwards.  The  bill  contained 
no  new  principle— it  was  well  understood;  and  was 
regarded  as  a  measure  of  justice  by  the  new  States, 
who  asked  it  of  the  National  Legislature,  principally, 
on  that  ground.  With  these  observations,  he  would 
content  himself  with  submitting  the  measure  to  the 
judgment  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  NILES  offered  an  amendment  to  strike  out 
all  after  the  proviso  in  the  12th  line,  as  follows, 
which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  CLAY  of  Kentucky  was  sure  that  the 
Senate  would  agree  with  him  in  thinking  that 
this  bill  was  one  of  great  importance,  and  that  the 
most  deliberate  consideration  should  be  bestowed 
on  it  before  taking  the  vote.  He  was  aware  that 
the  Senate,  at  the  last  session,  passed  a  bill  some- 
what like  this,  containing  its  essential  provisions. 
But  the  Senate  was  then  constituted  somewhat 
differently  from  what  it  now  was.  Many  members 
might  have  changed  their  opinions;  and  the  coun- 
try itself,  judging  from  an  expression  of  opinion  by 
a  large  and  respectable  portion  of  it  in  one  of  the 
Southern  States,  was  getting  more  alive  to  the  im- 
portance of  this  great  portion  of  our  national 
wealth.  He  did  hope,  therefore,  that  this  impor- 
tant question  would  not  be  hurried  through  with- 
out a  thorough  discussion.  He  had  so  recently 
addressed  the  Senate  on  this  subject,  that  he 
should  with  extreme  reluctance  again  engage  in 
the  discussion;  but  the  magnitude  of  the  interests 
involved  would  not  permit  him  to  continue  silent. 
The  bill  as  it  now  stood  operated  on  seveaty-one  mil- 
lions of  acres  of  public  land,  as  large  as  two  of  the 
States  of  this  Union,  and  which,  under  its  provi- 
sions, were  almost  instantaneously  to  be  reduced  in 
price  from  |l  35  to  75  cents.  The  difference  in 
point  of  value  of  these  lands,  between  the  prices 
under  the  existing  law  and  those  they  would  b<i 
reduced  to  under  the  operations  of  this  bill,  was 
thirty-five  millions  of  dollars.  Now  a  sum  of  ihis 
magnitude,  at  any  time,  and  especially  at  a  mo- 
ment when  the  Government  was  pressed  for  want 
of  revenue — when  gentlemen  on  all  sides  of  the 
House  seemed  to  think  it  their  duty  to  retrench — 
ought  not  to  be  voted  ewny  without  the  most  impe- 
lative  considerations.  It  waa  not  his  purpose  at 
this  moment  to  offer  all  the  considerations  which 
pressed  upon  him;  he  had  ri^en  only  for  the  pur* 
pose  of  making  a  motion,  to  which  he  invited  the 
serious  attention  of  the  Senate.  It  was  not  neces- 
sary for  him  to  repeat  that  he  was  radically  op- 
posed to  any  change  of  the  land  system,  and 
the  motion  he  was  compelled  to  make  was 
to  limit  the  waste  of  this  public  treasure.  The 
motion  was  to  confer  the  right  to  purchase  public 
lands  at  a  reduced  price  upon  actual  settlers,  to  ex- 
clude specuUition,  which  he  believed  would  be  the 
inevitable  ooasequence  of  this  immense  redaction. 


At  the  very  moment,  said  Mr.  0.  that  we  are  cast- 
ing from  us  this  valnable  treasure,  immeose  for- 
tunes are  making  by  individuals,  who  are  purchij. 
fng  these  lands  at  the  minimum  price,  and  seHior 
them  at  a  large  profit  to  actual  settlers.  He  be- 
lieved that  if  tbe  sales  had  been  confined  to  tetoal 
setiters,  the  population  of  the  new  Siatfts  would 
have  increased  much  more  rapidly  than  it  hid 
done.  His  object  was  to  confine  the  boon  to  tetaai 
settlers  only;  and  with  this  view  he  offered  im 
present  motion,  and  asked  for  the  yeas  and  atys 
on  it. 

Mr.  C.  then  moved  that  the  bill  be  recomnutted 
to  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Liads,  with  in- 
structions to  amend  it  so  as  to  resU'ict  the  sates  at 
a  reduced  price  to  actual  settlers  only,  and  to  linit 
each  sale  in  quantity  to  160  acres. 

Mr.  WALKER  said  the  Senator  from  Ko- 
tucky  [Mr.  Clay]  has  given  us  no  reason  to  my 
pose  that  if  the  bill  were  recommitted  and  amended, 
as  he  proposes,  by  limiting  the  sales  to  aciaal  set- 
tlers at  the  reduced  prices,  he  would  then  sappoit 
the  measure.  Mr.  W.  would  now  inquire,  woold 
the  Senator  from  Kentucky  support  the  bill  if  hs 
amendment  were  adopted?  The  Senator  fron 
Kentucky  would  not  and  could  not  answer  ia  te 
affirmative;  he  had  always  opposed  gradoation  is 
every  form,  and  be  [Mr.  W.]  had  no  doubt  woold 
continue  to  oppose  it.  The  amendment,  then,  lai 
not  offered  to  aid  the  passage  of  the  bill,  hat  bjr 
one  who  woold  o^ooe  the  measnre,  however 
amended  or  modified.  And,  now,  is  it  not  mnt 
extraordinary  that  the  Senator  from  Keatoekf 
should  be  found  proposing  this  limitation  of  the 
sales  at  the  reduced  prices  to  aetoal  settlers,  a 
measure  which  he  had  denounced  as  odious,  mjut, 
and  unconstitutional.  Had  the  Senator  foii^otin 
his  course  on  this  subject  in  1836,  *37,  and  "^ 
Had  he  forgotten  that  when,  in  the  spring  of  1836b 
he  [Mr.  W.]  had  first  introrluced  a  bill  confining 
the  sales  of  the  public  lands  to  actual  settlen,  he 
[Mr.  Clay]  had  risen  to  prevent  even  the  raond 
reading  of  the  bill.  He  denounced  the  hmilatifln 
of  the  sales  to  actual  settlers  as  a  gross  violalioaof 
the  Constitution,  and  declared  that  tbe  bill  oi^ 
to  be  instantly  rejected.  At  that  sesion,  Mr.  W. 
said,  be  had  been  defeated,  but  the  next  jm 
(1837)  he  brought  forward  the  same  meann. 
Again  the  Senator  from  Kenuicky  was  its  ardot 
and  persevering  opponent,  but,  nevertbeles,  tl» 
measure  passed  the  Senate,  but  failed  in  tbe  Eloise. 
And  now,  is  it  not  surprising,  is  sot  Ihe  Senna 
himself  astonished,  is  sot  the  Senate  and  eoontiy 
astounded  to  hear  the  Senator  from  Kentnckf 
proposing  to  incorporate  into  this  bill  a  principle 
which  he  has  so  recently  and  repeatedly  d^ 
nounced  as  on  just  and  ancoastitntionall  Onght 
not  the  Senator  to  have  permitted  a  little  noR 
lime  to  have  elapsed  before  he  astoaidnd  \» 
friends  and  the  country  by  this  most  extraordiuiy 
change  of  position.  But,  sir,  it  is  a  chaoge  of  po* 
sition  only,  not  of  principle.  The  Seoaior  fron 
Kentucky  has  noc  changed  his  principler,  he  isai 
tbe  uncompromising  opponent  of  the  actual  setdot 
he  is  only  assailing  from  behind  a  breastwork  thi 
interest  of  the  new  States,  and  he  will  roteagiintf 
the  bill,  whether  his  amendment,  is  adopted  or  R» 
jeoted.  If  it  is  otherwise,  let  the  Senator  frm 
Kentucky  now  say,  that  with  tbe  ameudBientkl 
will  support  the  bill,  and  thus  ensure  its  psssagsil 
both  Houses,  and  he  (Mr.  W.)  would  support  ftl , 
amendment.  The  bill,  as  it  now  stands,  liiDits4|M! 
right  of  entry  at  the  reduced  price  to  one 
thus  prevcuting  all  danger  of  monopoly  or 
lation.  The  bill  was  confined  to  lands  that 
been  long  in  market,  and  which  your  official 
demonstrate,  will  not  sell  within  any  reasonable lin^ 
if  ever,  at  the  present  price.  Many  of  tbealM*  \ 
have  been  in  market  naarly  half  a  century,  m 
no  one  would  give  for  them  the  minifnom  price  f  , 
acre.  Do  you  intend  to  hold  on  to  them  •W^ 
half  century,  by  demanding  prices  tbey  ml 
never  bring,  or  do  you  intend  never  to  chasH 
the  price  of  these  laudsl  Do  you  intend  thV 
to  condemn  to  perpetual  desolation  vast  regie* 
of  the  valley  ufthe  West,  because,  in  the  opinij 
of  the  Senator  from  Kentucky,  as  exhibited  in  » 
table,  some  portions  of  this  great  valley  may  it 
too  rajpidly  augmaating  ia  popaUilioa.  It  has  Am* 
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ofsfe  been  eonsidered  by  political  ecooomists,  that 
that  statesmen  was  most  wise,  usefol  and  patriotic, 
viio  encouraged  tbe  ealtimtion  of  the  soil  of  the 
oosBlry;  but  now  this  maiim  seems  to  be  reversed, 
tad  be  is  to  be  regarded  as  the  most  nsefol  indivi- 
doii  who  will  withhold  from  cultivation  the  largest 
poitioBof  thesoil  of  the  coantry,  by  demanding 
prieey  for  it  which  it  wiU  never  bring — by  holding 
OB  to  it  from  oentary  to  eentary;  losing  by  thiswise 
tebeme  of  finance,  by  interest  alone,  in  every  six- 
teea  years,  one-half  the  limited  price.  But  why  move 
to  reooiimit  tbe  bill?  The  bill  was  open  to  amend- 
■teat  withoQt  recommitment,  and  the  Senator  from 
Keatneky  oooM  now  move  his  proposition,  and 
take  tbe  sense  of  the  Senate  npon  it,  withoat  send- 
ing tbe  bill  back  to  the  committee.  A  recommit- 
ment coold  produce  no  other  effect  than  to  endan- 
ger tbe  passage  of  the  bill,  by  the  delay  which  it 
voald  occasion,  one-third  of  the  short  session  hav- 
ing already  passed;  and  Mr.  W.  hoped  that  no 
firted  of  the  bill,  in  any  shape,  would  vote  for  the 
leooauaitment. 

Mr.  CLAY  of  Alabama  expressed  bis  surprise 
that  this  motion  for  recommitment  (made  by  Mr. 
Cur  uf  Kentucky)  had  not  been  made  at  an  ear- 
lier day.  The  bill  nnder  consideration,  he  said,  as 
lis  number  indicated,  was  the  first  one  introduced 
at  tbe  present  session.  It  had  beca  introduced  on 
his  [Afr.  C%]  motion,  at  tbe  earliest  possible  mo- 
ment After  having  been  twice  read,  it  had  been, 
in  the  n^uai  course,  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
the  Pablic  l.ands,  by  whom  it  had  been  reported, 
vilhoat  the  least  delay,  in  form  and  substance,  as 
it  had  passed  the  Senate  al  the  last  set^sioo.  When 
lbs  bin  first  came  op  for  consideration,  the  honora- 
ble Senator  from  B^entucky  [Mr.  Clit]  rose  and 
Slid  he  had  not  expected  it  to  come  up  at  that 
time,  and  that,  consequently,  he  was  not  then  pre- 
pared for  its  diseosston.  He  moved  ihe  postpone* 
meat  of  its  consideration  till  the  following  Monday, 
and  his  motion  was  sustained.  In  the  mean  time, 
theSfnator  from  Missouri,  [Mr.  Benton,]  availing 
bhttself  of  this  delay,  moved  its  reference  to  the 
Committee  on  Finance,  with  a  view  to  have  ii  con- 
sidered and  reported  upon  in  reference  to  tbe  pro- 
bable effect  of  its  passage  upon  the  revenue.  That 
eommitlee  reported  it  back  on  the  day  appointed 
foi  its  consideration,  but  other  business  occupied 
Am  attention  of  the  Senate  that  day,  and  for  several 
days  afterwanls,  and,  in  the  mean  time,  the  report 
of  tte  Committee  on  Finance  was  printed.  The 
bill  came  ap  again,  a  week  ago;  and  what  course 
did  the  Senator  fVom  Kentucky  then  think  proper 
to  pnrsuel  He  seemed  to  be  then  as  much  taken 
at  surprise,  as  in  the  first  instance;  he  was  not  still 
ready  for  its  diseoa^ion,  and  again  moved  its  post- 
ponement, and  it  was  further  poattponed  till  Mon- 
day lasL  The  attention  of  the  Senate  was,  how- 
ever, oocBpHd  throughout  that  day  with  other  sub- 
jteiB,  mad  it  had  not  come  up  until  now. 

New,  said  Mr.  Clat,  of  Alabama,  why  did  not 
the  flMaiOT  from  Kentucky  offer  his  proposiion  for 
leoMBSiiBient  at  one  of  those  periods?    He  said, 
alf  knew  this  was  the  short  session,  limited  by  the 
Cottstitution  to  the  third  day  of  March;  and  one- 
ihiad  of  the  period  allotted  for  it,  had  elapsed.  He 
asked,  did  not  the  coarse  parsned  have  the  appear- 
aBoeofs^  wish  to  defeat  the  bill,  by  procrastinating 
jim  passage  to  so  late  a  period  of  the  session,  that 
tfrnna  woold  not  be  time  left  sufficient  for  the  con- 
jiiomtion  and  action  of  the  other  House?    Could 
llhe  considered  fair  and  honorable,  in  the  ene- 
Mfm  of  the  measure,  thus  to  attempt  to  defeat  it  by 
SiifeccioB?    Mr.  C.  said  he  would  not  charge  this 
loiha  the  intention  ^ of  the  Senator  from  Kentucky, 
Jfb.  Clat;]  but  certainly  that  would  be  the  effect, 
iHHateTcr  might  be  the  motive.    The  friends  of  tbe 
awBsare  bad  full  confidence  in  its  merits— in  its 
Jostiee  and  its  expediency^all  they  desired  was 
Ifaat  its  opponents  should  meet  it  fairiy.    Let  them 
hiing  forward  whatever  objections  they  believed 
to  esxst,  and  nige  all  their  arguments  again»t  its 
MBciple  or  its  policy;  and  its  friends  would  under- 
take Co  meet  all  tho^^e  objections  and  arguments. 
We  coaly  ask,  said  Mr.  C.  time  for  invesUgation, 
and  tiiDe  for  aetion^—a  dispassionate  consideration, 
and  a  calm  decision. 

fiir,  aaii  fiftr:C.  if  there  were  any  thing  novel  in 
ftha  meamne  beftire  as,  there  would  be  some  plau«> 


sibility,  and,  perhaps,  propriety,  in  seeking  to  de- 
lay its  progress;  but  theie  is  no  new  feature  in  it 
As  tbe  bill  now  stands,  it  was  not  only  fully  de- 
bated, but  passed  the  Senate  by  a  decided  majori- 
ty, at  the  last  session,  and  within  tbe  last  seven  or 
eight  months.  Nor,  indeed,  said  Mr.  C.  was  it 
then  new.  It  had  been  a  subject  of  deep  and  ex- 
citing interest,  noi  only  in  the  new  States,  where 
the  lands  embraced  by  its  provisions  lie,  but 
throughout  the  Union,  for  the  last  twelve  or  fiAeen 
years,  but  more  especially  daring  the  last  six  or 
seven.  Within  the  latter  period,  he  said,  it  would 
be  recollected,  the  bill  for  the  distribution  of  the 
net  proceeds  of  the  public  lands,  amongst  the  seve- 
ral States,  had  been  repeatedly  agitated  in  both 
Houses  of  Congre&5.  That  measure  had  been  just 
cause  of  alarm  amongst  the  people  of  the  new 
States,  and  had  attracted  the  attention  of  all.  It 
had  been  freely  discussed  every  where;  not  only 
here,  but  in  most  of  the  State  Legislatures,  and  in 
primary  assemblies  of  tbe  people.  Then  why  re- 
commit the  bill,  which  must  result  in  inevitable 
delay?  Why  not  meet  the  question  at  once,  and 
determine  its  fate  in  one  way  or  the  other— either 
favorably  or  adversely? 

But,  sir,  said  Mr.  C.  for  what  purpose  aie  we 
called  upon  to  recommit  the  bill?  For  the  purpose 
of  80  amending  it  a$  to  reariet  the  sslst  to  Mttuol  set- 
tlen^  and  in  quantities  not  exceeding  one  quarter 
section;  and  this  motion  comes  from  the  Senator 
from  Kentucky,  [Mr.  GlatI]  Sir,  I  confess,  said 
Mr.  C.  I  heard  his  proposition  with  astonishment  I 
It  is  surely  a  novel  movement  on  his  part.  It  is 
the  first  time  we  have  ever  beard  his  voice  raised 
in  favor  of  the  occupant  or  pioneer.  Why,  sir, 
have  we  not,  within  leas  than  twelve  months, 
within  these  same  walls,  heard  the  Senator  from 
Kentucky  denouncing  this  worthy  class  of  citizens 
as  lawless  intruders,  trespassers,  and  violators  of 
the  law,  utterly  unworthy  of  any  favor  from  the 
Government?  What  strange  magks  has  wrought 
this  change  in  that  Senator's  feelings  towards  those 
who  were  so  recently  destitute,  in  his  opinion,  of 
all  meritorious  claims?  He  asked  for  the  evidence 
of  the  sincerity  cf  the  Senator  from  Kentucky  in 
this  extryrdinary,  unexpected,  and  questionable 
movemenlin  their  favor?  His  apparent  zeal  in 
behalf  of  the  settlers  might  well  be  questioned, 
when  his  whole  coarse,  heretofore,  had  been  that 
of  unyielding  opposition  and  unsparing  denuncia- 
tion. 

Sir,  (said  Mr.  C.)  I  am  not  opposed,  on  this,  or 
any  other  occasion,  to  giving  the  right  of  pre-emp- 
tion to  the  occupant  of  this,  or  any  other  dabS  of 
the  public  lands.  It  is  true  there  is  not  the  same 
inducement  to  extend  such  protection  in  reference 
to  the  lands  embraced  by  this  bill,  as  in  the  case  of 
lands  subject  to  sale  at  auction.  The  right  of 
pre-emption  was  mainly  intended  to  protect  the 
humblts  settler  against  the  overwhelming  power  of 
capitalists  ^nd  speculalon  at  pnbksc  sales.  At  those 
sales  the  price  was  not  limited,  the  highest  bidder 
became  the  purcbasor,and  any  man  whose  purse  con- 
tained a  few  more  dollars  than  that  of  the  occu- 
pant, might  oust  him  and  his  family  from  the  pos- 
session and  enjoyment  of  a  tract,  made  deairable 
and  valuable  by  his  labor  and  industry.  The 
lands  embraced  by  this  bill  are  not  subject  to 
be  sold  at  auction,  but  they  are  to  be  open  to  pri- 
vate entry,  at  fixed  prices;  and,  however  poor  a 
man  may  be,  if  he  can  command  one  dollar  or 
seventy-five  cents  per  acre,  he  can  compete  with 
the  most  wealthy  purchaser.  Diligence  and  promp- 
titude, in  his  application,  will  give  the  poorest  man 
who  can  command  the  reduced  price,  the  prefer- 
ence over  the  richest,  who  may  be  more  tardy. 

Bat,  sir,  there  is  no  need  of  the  proposed  amend* 
ment  to  protect  the  occupants  of  these  inferior 
lands;  they  are  already  entitled  to  the  right  of  pre- 
emption till  the  33d  of  June,  1840,  nnder  the  pro- 
visions of  the  pre-emption  law,  passed  at  the  last 
session,  and  which  the  Senator  from  Kentucky 
opposed  in  every  stage  ao  vehemently.  Erery 
settler  on  public  land,  subject  to  private  entry, 
knows  that,  under  the  pre-emption  law  referred  to, 
and  the  construction  placed  upon  it  by  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury,  he  has  the  undisputed  right 
to  enter  it,  in  preference  to  all  others,  for  the 
:  period  of  two  years,    from    and  nAer   the  pas- 


sage of  that  act.  The  redaction  of  the  price 
cannot  affect  this  right.  If  a  law  weie  to 
pass  reducing  the  price  of  all  lands,  whether 
subject  to  sale  at  auction,  or  by  private 
entry,  every  occupant  woukl  still  retain  bis  right 
of  pre-emption  at  the  reduced  price.  It  is  not, 
then,  the  preference  proposed  by  the  instrttctioa»,  to 
be  given  to  actual  settlers,  that  constitutes  the  ob- 
jeotton  we  entertain;  it  is  the  restriction  of  sales 
to  settlers  alone,  and  suffenng  nb  one,  who  is  not 
an  occupant,  though  he  may  own  adjoining  lands, 
to  which  portions  of  these  refuse  lands  may  be  a 
desirable  addiuon  on  acoount  of  timber  or  pasture, 
or  though  he  may  be  entirely  destitute  of  a  home 
for  his  family,  to  become  a  purchaser  at  the  prices 
fixed  by  the  bill. 

Still,  however,  said  Mr.  C.  the  recommitment  of 
tbe  bill  is  not  necessary  to  the  attainmenl  of  the 
object  in  view,  even  if  a  majority  of  the  Senate 
should  concur  in  the  views  of  the  Senator  from 
Kentucky.  Why  not  move  the  amendment  here? 
The  bill  is  before  the  Senate,  as  In  committee  of  the 
whole,  and  open  to  any  amendment,  or  modifica* 
tion,  which  may  meet  the  views  of  a  majority. 
Such  an  amendment  can  easily  be  drawn  up,  and 
now  submitted,  and  decided.  We  are  ready  to  meet 
the  question;  it  is  the  delay,  and  the  consequences 
of  delay,  to  which  we  object. 

Sir,  said  Mr.  C.  its  enemies  may  attain  one  ob- 
ject, by  ihe  defeat  of  tbe  bill  under  consideration. 
It  may  continue  to  retard  the  growth  and  prosperi- 
ty of  the  States  west  of  the  Alleghany  mountains, 
and,  consequently,  lessen  their  political  importance. 
He  said,  keeping  up  the  prices  of  those  inferior 
lands  would  compel  thousands  of  the  humble  class 
to  remain  in  the  older  States,  either  in  yourcrowded 
cities,  or  force  them  to  go  into  your  great  manufac- 
turing establishments,  to  obtain  the  means  of  a 
scanty  subsistence.  Mr.  C.  a!Luded  to  the  view 
heretofore  uiged  by  him,  and  maintained  that  the 
laboring  poor,  on  this  side  ol  themountains,  as  well 
as  on  the  other,  were  interested  alike  in  the  success 
of  this  measure.  He  urged,  in  substance,  that,  by 
reducing  the  price  of  these  refuse  lands  to  their  fair 
relative  value,  it  would  be  placed  in  the  power  of 
the  humble  cu.tivator  of  the  old  States,  to  obtain  a 
home  which  he  conkl  call  his  own,  and,  by  honest 
industry,  rear  his  family  in  comfort  and  indepen- 
dence. The  bill,  he  said,  was  not  confined  in  its 
operation  to  .special  lucalities;  but,  if  passed,  its 
benefits  would  be  diffused  throughout  our  country. 

But,  sir,  said  Mr.  C.  the  Senator  from  Kentucky 
denounces  the  bill  as  tending  to  encourage  monopo- 
ly. And  what  is  this  frightful  monopoly,  against 
which  the  Senator,  for  the  first  time,  raises  his 
warning  voiced  Under  its  provisions,  no  one  indi- 
vidual can  enter  a  quantity  exceeding  six  hundred 
and  forty  acres;  yet  the  Senator  would  alarm  us  by 
the  portentous  cry  of  monopoly— a  monopoly  of 
six  hundred  and  forty  aeresof  refuse  land — of  land, 
much  of  which  has  been  twenty  years,  or  upwards, 
in  market,  and  cannot  be  sold  for  the  minimum 

Srice  of  one  dollar  and  twenty-five  cents  per  acre ! 
fr.  C.  said  much  of  this  land  was  of  the  tbiid, 
fourth,  or  even  fifth  quality,  situated  in  the  oldest 
parts  of  the  new  States,  and  inierspersed  through 
the  most  dense  and  populous  districts,  attended  by 
every  facility  for  knowing  its  value,  or  making  set- 
tlements upon  it;  yet  it  would  not  command,  be- 
cause nobody  thought  it  worth,  the  minimum  price. 
Is  the  purchase  of  a  section  of  such  land  as  this  a 
monopoly,  with  which  we,  or  the  people  of  this 
country  can  be  frightened?  Mr.  C.  said  be  would 
be  rejoiced  to  hear  the  homnrabie  Senator^  distin- 
guished eloquence  employed  in  denouncing  other 
mooopoHes  which,  in  his  opinion,  ought  to  be  re- 
garded as  really  enormous,  and  dangerous  to  the 
liberties  ot  the  country.  He  said  it  was  under  the 
auction  system,  assisted  by  our  expanded  bank- 
paper  system,  that  the  public  lands  had  been  me- 
noplized.  It  was  not  the  object  of  the  friends  of 
the  bill  to  encourage  speculation  in  any  part  oPthe 
public  domain.  Our  object,  said  he,  is  to  bring 
these  lands  into  market  at  a  price  proportionate  to 
their  value — at  a  price  which  will  induce  purchasers 
to  enter  them  for  cultivation — to  fill  up  the  popu- 
lation-of  the  new  States— to  develope  their  re- 
sources, and  matttPe  their  strength. 
Would  theSenamritom  Kientacky,  aakl  Mr. 
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C.  cCti  off  those  who  may  own  adjoining  lands, 
ttam  the  prttrilege  of  entering  a  limited  quantity 
to  complete  th6ir  nettlemems  1  He  said  many  in« 
dividaais,  poor,  as  well  as  rich,  had  pnrchased  and 
settled  on  tracts,  not  more  than  saflieient  for  calti- 
vation  ;  would  it  be  fair  or  just  to  deny  them  the 
privilege  of  extending  those  tracts,  by  adding  others 
at  the  gradnated  prices,  to  sapply  them  with  tim- 
ber and  pasture  lands  ?  This  class  would  not  par- 
chase  for  speculation,  yet  they  would  be  wholly 
denied  the  benefits  of  the  act,  if  the  amendment  of 
the  Senator  from  Kentucky  prevailed. 

Sir,  said  Mr.  G.  we  learn  from  the  documents 
on  oar  tables,  that  there  were  about  ieventy-one 
mUHom  o/  acres,  which  had  been  subject  to  entry 
five  years,  and  upwards,  on  the  30ih  September, 
1837 ;  and  the  Senator  from  Kentucky  exclaims, 
in  reference  to  this  quantity,  that  the  bill  will  ope- 
rate on  land  enough  to  make  two  large  States;  and 
that  it  will  make  a  difference  of  $35,000,000,  in 
the  amount  of  money  to  be  obtained  for  it !  Now, 
sir,  is  this  a  fair  mode  of  treating  the  subject  ? 
Why,  sir,  we  all  know,  or  ought  to  know,  that  it 
is  shown  by  the  report  of  the  Commissioner  of  ihe 
Greneral  Land  Office,  made  in  January  last,  in  obe- 
dience to  a  resolution  of  the  Senate,  that  the  gene- 
ral average  price,  under  the  entire  cash  system, 
(which  begun  in  July,  1890,)  was  only  |1,27  4-5 
cents  per  acie.  The  same  document  tells  u&  that 
the  average  price  of  all  the  land,  sold  in  1828  and 
1829,  each,  was  only  |1  26  per  acre — one  een<  gross 
o6ave  the  minifmim.  We  all  know,  too,  that  the 
much  abused  pre>emption  laws  had  nothing  to  do 
with  producing  this  result.  No  general  pre-emp- 
tion law  was  then  in  existence,  or  ever  had  existed 
before  ;  the  lirst  general  pre-emption  law  having 
passed  on  the  29th  May,  1830.  Soch  are  the  facts 
in  regard  to  the  prices  obtained  for  your  most  fer- 
tile and  valuable  lands,  as  shown  by  undeniable 
evidence  derived  from  the  most  authentic  source. 
Yet  the  Senator  from  Kentucky  declares  that  the 
bill,  which  only  proposes  a  reduction  to  75  cents 
per  acre,  will  make  a  difference  in  the  receipts 
from  these  refuse  lands,  equal   to  135,000,000 

Sir,  said  Mr.  C.  here  is  an  assumption  that  the 
lands  embraced  by  the  bill  would  command  as 
much  as  the  best  lands  which  have  been  sold  by 
the  Government  under  the  cash  system.  Can  any 
one  seriously  entertain  this  opinion?  Why,  sir, 
said  Mr.  C.  14,276,156  acres  of  this  land  had  been 
in  market,  and  subject  to  private  entery,  at  the 
minimum  price  ot  $1,25,  for  twenty  years  and  up- 
wards, on  the  30th  of  September  last;  21,929,673 
acres  of  it  had  then  been  in  market  from  fiAeen 
years  to  twenty  years,  and  remained  unsold  ai  the 
minimum;  16,280,673  acres  had  then  been  in  mar- 
ket from  ten  to  fifteen  years,  and  remained  unsold, 
at  the  minimum;  and  18,517,802  acres  had  then 
been  in  market  from  five  to  ten  yeais,  and  remain- 
ed unsold  at  the  minimum.  Is  it  fair  then  to 
assume  that  this  immense  quantity  of  refuse  land, 
embracing  barren  mountains  and  sterile  pine  bar- 
rens, will  ever  command  the  Government  price? 
No,  sir,  said  Mr.  C.  much  of  it  never  will  com- 
mand any  price,  and  the  one-half,  nay  the  one-third, 
would  not  seil  at  the  present  minimum  in  twenty 
years.  If  it  would,  it  is  better  for  the  Government 
to  receive  75  cents  per  acre  now.  If  we  compute 
the  interest  on  that  price,  even  for  twelve  years,  we 
we  shall  find  it  equal  to  the  reduction  of  fifty  cents 
per  acre,  the  lowest  contemplated  by  this  bill. 

Sir,  said  Mr.  G.  it  is  due  to  the  future  strength, 
resources  and  prosperity  of  the  new  States  that 
these  lands  should  become  the  property  of  indivi- 
duals. The  law  does  not  prevent  the  use  of  the 
timber  which  is  upon  them;  it  may  be  cut  down  and 
carried  off  with  impunity.  Transient  settlers  may 
go  upon  them,  cultivate  them  for  a  season,  and  re- 
move to  others:.  Having  no  permanent  interest  m 
the  soil,  they  will  cultivate  it  without  regard  to  its 
preservation.  In  this  manner  it  will  be  stripped  of 
timber,  worn  out,  and  exhausted,  and  deprived  of 
all  its  value  to  this  Gtovernmeut  or  to  the  States. 
The  new  Stales  will  thus  be  denied  the  benefit  of 
the  increase  of  population  to  which  they  are  enti- 
tled, and  hare  their  resources  and  productions  di- 
minished and  crippled.  Even  now,  much  of  this 
refuse  land  is  daily  deteriorating  in  value.  It  is  oar 
intarest  that  every  stick  of  timbtr  not  abaoialely 


necessary  for  present  use  should  be  preserved,  and 
that  every  acre  of  land  should  be  profitably  and 
judiciously  cultivated. 

But,  sir,  said  Mr.  C.  as  I  have  heretofore  con- 
tended, the  United  States  are  bound,  in  good  faith, 
to  reduce  the  price  of  inferior  lands  till  they  will 
sell.  Can  it  be  regarded  within  the  terms  of  the 
compact  nnder  which  the  new  States  were  admitted, 
that  those  landf  are  never  to  be  soldf  unless  they 
will  command  |I  25  per  acre,  or  any  other  giv«rt 
price?  By  no  means,  according  to  his  understand- 
ing. The  new  Slates  were  required  to  disclaim  all 
right  and  title  to  the  waste  and  unappropriated 
lands  within  their  limits,  and  that  the  s  ime  should 
remain  at  the  sole  and  entire  disposition  of  the  Uni- 
ted States)  and,  moreover,  that  every  tract  of  land 
sold  by  the  United  States,  after  Ihe  admission  of 
such  new  States,  should  be  exempt  from  taxation  of 
every  sort  for  the  term  of  five  years  fVom  the  date 
of  such  sale.  These,  with  the  right  to  tax  the  lands 
of  the  United  States  within  their  limits,  and  various 
other  rights  of  sovereignty,  were  required  to  be  sur- 
render^; but  the  terms  speak  of  and  contemplate  a 
sale  by  the  United  States;  they  clearly  imply  an  obli- 
gation to  sell.  Then,  sir,  said  Mr.  C.  is  it  a  fulfilment 
of  that  obligation  to  refuse  to  sell  those  lands  for  a 
price  equal  to  their  valne^to  refuse  to  sell  them 
for  what  they  are  worth?  Certainly  not.  If  the 
obligation  oonld  be  discharged  by  fixing  a  price,  it 
might  be  done  by  establishing  five  or  ten  dollars  as 
the  minimum.  This  could  not  be  regarded,  how- 
ever, as  a  performance  of  the  compact  in  good 
faith,  for  Ihe  lands  would  nor  sell  at  all;  it  would 
be  tantamount  to  declaring  that  none  of  this  land 
should  thereafter  be  sold,  which  all  would  pro- 
nounce a  palpable  and  flagrant  breach  of  faith. 
Sir,  said  Mr.  C.  the  only  way  for  this  Government 
to  perform  its  obligation  in  good  faith  is,  to  offer 
those  lands  at  their  fair  relative  value;  such  as  are 
of  any  value  will  then  sell;  but  to  hold  all  the  diffe- 
rent qualities  at  one  fixed  price,  is  just  as  absurd  as 
to  require  the  same  price  for  all  domestic  animals 
of  the  same  species,  or  to  hold  all  fabrics,  manufac- 
tured of  the  same  material,  whether  fine  or  coarse, 
to  be  of  equal  value. 

Mr.  C.  said,  as  a  financial  measure,  also,  the 
bill  was  now  entitled  to  the  favorable  consideration 
of  the  Senate.  It  would  be  recollected,  he  said, 
that  the  bill  had  been,  on  the  motion  of  his  honora- 
ble friend  from  Missouri,  [Mr.  Bbnton,]  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Finance,  to  consider  and  re- 
port upon  its  probable  effects  upon  the  receipts  of 
the  Treasury.  The  result,  he  -said,  wa^  known; 
the  report  of  that  committee,  sustained  by  the 
opinion  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  was  upon 
our  tables,  and  established  that  its  operation  would 
be  altogether  favorable.  It  would  enhance  the 
receipts  of  the  Treasury,  when  those  derived  from 
other  sources  were  not  only  limited  at  present,  but 
diminishing  every  year,  under  the  operation  of  the 
compromise  tariff  law.  Without  the  aid  of  this 
measure,  it  was  apparent,  he  said,  that  we  should 
be  compelled  to  resort  to  other  loans  to  sustain  the 
Government.  He  asked,  could  it  be  sound  policy 
to  borrow  money  at  any  rate  of  interest,  rather 
than  supply  the  wants  of  the  Treasury  by  a  sale  of 
these  inferior  lands  at  a  fair  price? 

Mr.  C.  said,  taking  the  measure  in  every  point 
of  view,  under  the  provisions  of  the  several  com- 
pacts, in  reference  to  the  claims  of  the  new  States, 
or  the  obligations  of  this  Government,  in  reference 
to  the  interests  of  the  new  States,  or  those  of  the 
Union,  it  was  of  beneficial  tendency.  He  did  not 
desire  to  consume  more  of  the  time  of  the  Senate; 
indeed,  he  had  not  intended  to  consume  any  por- 
tion of  it  on  this  occasion,  as  the  bill  had  not  chang- 
ed in  itsprovision  since  the  last  session,  when  it 
had  undergone  a  thorough  discussion,  and  was 
passed  by  a  decided  majority.  He  had  hoped,  and 
somewhat  expected,  it  would  have  passed  at  the 
present  session  by  a  silent  vote.  Nor  could  he 
now  suppose — as  no  new  objection  had  been  stated, 
and  no  new  argument  against  its  justice  or  expe- 
diency had  been  presented,  which  had  not  before 
been  considered — that  the  vote  of  any  honorable 
Senator  would  be  changed.  He  said  he  confident- 
ly anticipated  its  pastage,  now,  by  a  majority  as 
large  as  that  by  which  it  had  passed  at  the  last 


Mr.  BENTON  was  glad  that  the  motion  had 
been  made-^at  was  to  say,  coming  from  the  qur- 
ter  it  did;  and  the  yeas  and,  nays  haviog  been  or. 
dered  on  it,  would,  after  having  been  takes,  L 
away  every  ofbieetioa  to  the  new  pre-emptioa  liw, 
which  would  be  brought  forward  at  the  next  t^ 
sion.    It  would  do  away  all  objections  af  to  ibe 
constitutionality  and  justice  of  the  measure,  in  giy. 
ing  a  preference  to  one  class  of  citiaeos  over 
another,  while  it  would  also  be  an  abaodeomeuol 
all  objections  that  had  been  taken  to  the  chsnetcF 
of  the  set  tiers.    And  again:  he  would  >ay  with  a 
gretft  deal  of  sincerity,  that  he  rejoiced  at  the  o^* 
lion's  having  been  made,  coming  from  the  qoatter 
it  did,  and  that  the  yeas  and  nays  had  been  ordered 
on  it,  as  he  should  expect  at  the  next  sessioo  ereiy 
yea  recorded  in  favor  of  thiS  motion  to  be  recoided 
also  in  favor  of  a  pre-emption  law.    So  much  for 
the  good  of  this  motion;  now  for  the  evd  of  it.  The 
farmers  who  are  cultivating  their  farms  in  all  the 
new  States,  from  the  borders  of  the  northern  lalm 
to  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  would  be  cut  off  bj  ib» 
amendment  from  the  right  of  acquiring  from  the  n- 
fuse  lands  at  the  redact  prices,  which  lie  cootiga- 
ous  to  their  farms,  such  additions  tu  them  as  thcjr 
need,  for  the  various  supplies  of  wood,  water,  qoar- 
ries  of  stone,  pasturage,  outlet  for  stock,  etc  as 
well  as  far  making  a  provision  for  their  ehiidfeo. 
Now  how  many  of  this  class  of  persons  were  to  be 
cut  off?    The  old  settlers  who  had  been  in  the  aev 
States  these  ten  and  twenty  years,  who  bad  made 
roads  and  built  mills  and  churehes,  and  had,  by 
these  means,  made  these  refuse  lands  of  some  ?»> 
lue,  were  to  be  cut  off  from  the  benefits  of  this  bul 
Yes,  sir,  by  these  means  the  entire  populaiioa  of 
the  new  States  were  to  be  cut  off— to  be  outlawed, 
so  far  as  the  acquisition  of  the  public  domain  ii 
concerned— cat  off  from   the   rights  which  they 
now  enjoy  by  the   laws    of   the   land,  of  squi- 
ring a  small  portion  of  the  refuse  land  ooniigaou 
to  their  farms,  and  which  may  be  essenual  (or  the 
perfection  of  their  improvements.    Are  we  aaked, 
said  Mr.  B.  to  inflict  this  injury  on  four  or  fire 
millions  of  people?     Were  they  not  even  to  be  al- 
lowed to  acquire  the  waste  land  coatignons  to  them, 
even  to  keep  ofi^  a  bad  neighbor?    No,  he  felt  the 
utmost  eon6dence  in  referring  this  mailer  to  ibi 
Senate,  that  no  such  species  of  outlawry  would  be 
enacted  against  half  a  million  of  beads  of  families 
in  the  West.    What  argument  was  offered  in  faTor 
of  it?    Why,  forsooth,  to  prevent  speculation,  u 
if  the  bill,  as  it  now  stood,  did  not  limit  iheaeqiir 
sition  at  the  graduated  price  to  six  hundred  and 
forty  acres,  and  that,  too,  to  be  gathered  upii  dif- 
ferent parcels?    If  six  hundred  and  forty  acres  of 
land,  which  has  been  leO  withoat  a  purchaser  for 
five  or  tfn  or  fiAeen  or  twenty  years,  and  vhidi 
would  not  be  accepted  as  a  gi(t  from  the  soveieip' 
ties  from  whom  we  acquired  this  territory,  aie  to 
be  regarded  as  a  speculation,  and  the  people  an 
to  rush  upon  it,  he  apprehended  that  such  a  mtt 
as  John  Jacob  Asior  had  proved  himself  to  be  by 
his  conduct  in  busmess  was  not  the  man  u>  eagaie 
in  such  speculations.    He  apprehended  that  (he 
fifty  years  Mr.  Astor  had  been  engaged  snocesafol- 
ly  in  bui'iness,  gave  a  sufficient   cootiadictioB  te 
any  such  idea.    The  fears  of    the  Senator  from 
Kentucky  were  vam.    Show  me,  said  Mr.  B.  the 
exception  in  the  West  where  the  man  whoextea* 
sively  speculated  in  these  lands  did  not  beeona 
bankrupt;  where  even  his  own  hereditary  fonasi 
was  not  eaten  up  by  the  continued  lasses,  by  tan^'V 
by  the  infidelity  of  agents,  and  by  a  thousand  othctl 
drawbacks  to  which  such  lai  ee  speculators  aieia^l 
evitably  subjected.    Six  hundred  and  forty  acres  t»  * 
each  purchaser  ^bs  the  quantity  to  whRhthebfl! 
now  limited  the  sales,  and  we  hear  the  loud  afipeil ' 
— the  appeal  forever  made  agaiinst  touching  tha : 
land  system  whenever  any  measure  of  the  kiad  ii'. 
brought  forward  to  encourage  the  agricultural  la- ' 
dustry  of  the  new  States. 

I  utteriy  deny,  said  Mr.  B.  that  we  are  tottcliiB|  '| 
the  land  aysfem.  I  utterly  deny  that  we  are  tMieh^^|| 
ing  any  part  of  the  system  of  surveying,  or  ef  fff*^ 
ing  title  to  the  public  lands.  It  is  the  price  akit^ 
that  is  to  be  touched,  and  that  has  been  operated  <■  > 
from  the  commencement  of  the  QovemmeBt  m 
this  time.  The  system  was  to  eontioae  thsaaw^ 
and  the  price  of  the  refoaed  laiMs  aloiii  was  id  ^ 
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ifected.  Specolatioo!  speculation!  This  is  the 
nvhead  and  bloody  bones  forerer  held  up.  Hap- 
pily we  have  got  some  exampies  to  give,  and  hap- 
pUy  the  system'  of  gradaaiioii  has  been  tried — 
thed  in  Uie  most  delightfnl  part  of  the  United 
ftttes-^lHed  on  an  extensive  Sjcale^  and  with  the 
toost  happy  results,  in  all  thai  part  of  the  State 
of  Btifiossippi  acquired  by  treaty  Irom  the  Chicka- 
ttV  Indians,  the  system  was  established  by  the  In- 
dians themaehres;  and  experience  had  shown, that 
itU4  operated  in  the  niofet  beneficial  ihiknner,  both 
Ibr  tBe  Indians  and  for  the  State.  These  lands 
vere  to  be  sold  by  the  Indians  for  their  own  benefit. 
Mr.  B.  here  read  from  the  treaty  of  1831  with  the 
Cboetaws,  the  scale  of  gra^naiion,  as  follows: 

^<Tbe  lands,  aS  snnreyed,  shall  be  offered  at  pab- 
ficialei  at  a  price  not  less  than  &ne  dollar  tioenly 
ht  €aU8  per  aert;  and  thereafter  for  one  year, 
thofle  which  are  an?old,  and  which  shall  have  been 
ptTioBSly  offered  at  public  sale,  shall  be  liable  to 
private  entry  and  sale  at  that  price.  TbereaAer, 
and  for  one  year  longer,  they  shall  be  snbject  to  en- 
try and  private  sate  at  one  dolUr  ptr  ur$.  There- 
at, and  daring  the  third  year,  they  shall  be  sub- 
ject to  sale  and  entry  at  J^/ly  eenliper  acre.  There- 
ai)er,  and  darii^;  the  fourth  year,  at  tmnUf^ve  eenis 
ftriert;  and  afttr^rahls  aV*ii0c/be  and  a  half  cetC9 
^  acre." 

Now  we  sre,  continued  Mr.  B.  that  the  gradua- 
tion system  has  been  put  in  full  force,  with  regard  to 
the  Chickasaw  lands,  and  that  in  the  space  of  five 
years  it  descended  from  %\  25  per  acre,  even  down 
u  low  as  twelve  and  a  half  cents. 

Aod  moreover  these  Indians  had  provided  for 
Ifae  abandonment  of  their  refuse  laitas  after  four 
yiars,  while  the  United  States  have  been  hanging 
ofi  to  these  lands,  which  were  subject  to  gratuitous 
gift  by  the  Spanish  Gk)vernment    And  now  what 
was  the  effect  of  this  system?    The  objection  made 
to  ibis  bill  is  that  nobody  will  buy  the  lands  at  the 
present  minimum  price  because  they  will  prefer  to 
wait  until  the  next  year,  when  they  will  come  down  to 
the  first  graduation  of  one  dollar,  and  then  that 
nobody  will  buy  at  the  graduated  price  of  one  dol- 
lar, because  they  will  prefer  waiting  another  year 
for  them  to  come  down  to  the  lowest  price  of  se- 
venty-five cents.    By    this    argument,  futile  and 
.  weak  as  it  was,  and  which  no  one  ever  gave  a  mo* 
aient^  coasideraik>n    to,  nobody  would   buy  the 
Chickasaw  lands  till  they  fell  to  twelve  and  a  half 
cents.    Such  an  argument  was  contradicted  by 
reason  and  experience.    Who  ever  believed  that  a 
man  would  risk  the  loss  of  the  land  he  wanted  by 
waitings  a  whole  year  for  the  sake  of  saving  iwenty- 
five  or  fif^i   cents  an  acre?    Mr.  B.  then  went  on 
lo  show  Che  progress  of  the  sales  made  of  the 
Chickasaw  lands,  by  which  it  appeared  that  at 
three  different  prices  they  sold  much  faster  than 
the    lands   of   the     United    States.    The    sales 
vere    now    going    on    rapidly    at    fifty  cents, 
vithoQt     wailing    till     the    next    year,     when 
they  would  be  at  twenty-five  cents.    In  short  (said 
Mr,  B.)  all  the  land  that  was  worth  (I  35  sold  at 
that  price,  <iriihout  the  purchasers  waiting  another 
year  for  it  to  fall.    All  the  land  that  was  worth  one 
doUar,  also  sold  at  that  price,without  waiting  tor  it  to 
UXL  to  fifty  cents;  and  so,  also,  was  the  case  with 
Urn  Jand  that  was  worth  fifiy  and  twenty-five  cents. 
Now  did  not  this  show  the  wisdom  of  these  Chicka- 
Kvs7  and  ought  we  not  to  profit  by  their  example 
■Bd   experience?    Are  we  not  (said  Mr.  B.)  daily 
iBtnited  with  the  wants  of  the  Treasury?    Hava 
W^  aot  been  compelled  to  issue  Treasury  notes, 
iUeb  are,  so  far  as  creditors  are  concerned,  nothing 
)mt  a  forced  loan?    Can  we  not,  said  he,  avail 
imselvea  of  the  wisdom  of  these  Chickasaws,  aod 
bII  oor  refuse  lands  for  what  ihey  are  worth,  and 
ijr  this  means  replenish  our  exhausted  Treasury? 
t  was  in  this  view  that  the  Committee  on  Finance 
md  made  a  report,  recommending  the  passage  of 
his  bill  as  a  revenue  measure,  and  he  deemed  it 
bfff  anaie  for  the  country  that  they  had  these  re» 
^me  lands.    Mr.  B.  here  referred  to  the  operations 
i  die  compromise  bill,  and  the  rate  at  which  it 
na  bringing  down  the  receipts  from  the  customs. 
liMl  what,  he  asked,  had  the  scheme  for  preventing 
be  aafes  of  the  refuse  lands  for  its  object?    It  was 
t  eripple  the  Treasury,  so  that  by  the  year  1849, 
Fhen    the  compromise  bill  had  been  worked  out, 


there  would  be  a  triumphant  argument  in  favor  of 
an  increase  of  the  tariff.  We  (said  Mr.  B.)  are 
for  supplying  the  wants  of  the  Treasury  from  the 
proceeds  of  these  waste  lands,  thereby  preventing 
the  necessity  of  recurring  again  to  a  high  tariff. 
What  did  the  gentlemen  propose,  who  wish  to  pre- 
vent us  from  seilling  these  lands?  Did  they  mean 
that  the  Treasury  shall  go  down  lo  ten  or  twelve 
millioiis,  and  makethis  the  first  step  in  the  march  in 
the  return  to  the  old  tariff?  He  considered  this 
movement  as  step  number  one,  in  the  system  here- 
tofore to  be  developed  for  the  revival  of  the  tariff, 
and  he  wished  all  those  gentlemen  who  come  from 
that  quarter  of  the  Union,  which  for  all  the  pur- 
poses of  exaction,  is  the  Asia  of  America,  and 
where  the  great  land  holders  are  not  nabobs,  but 
the  Zemindars,  who  merely  hold  the  title  to  the 
land,  but  yield  up  the  proceeds  to  lords  paramount. 
Upon  our  conduct  with  iregard  to  these  lands,  (said 
Mr.  B.)  depends  what  will  be  their  connucl  with 
regard  to  the  unjust  duties.  The  Treasury  will  be 
throvVn  upon  the  cotton,  the  rice,  and  the  tobacco 
of  the  South;  and  he  asked  the  gentlemen  who 
came  from  that  portion  of  the  country  which 
grows  these  products,  to  consider  well  what  they 
do,  when  they  come  to  record  their  totes. 

This  question  presented  itself  in  several  aspects, 
several  of  which  he  had  briefly  touched  on;  another 
view  of  the  subject  was,  that  it  was  but  an  act  of 
mere  justice  to  the  new  States  that  the  refuse  lands 
lying  in  them  should  be  converted  into  private  pro- 
perty,  that  they  may  be  subject  io  taxation,  and  thus 
contribute  to  the  support  of  the  State  Governments, 
instead  of  iheir  bemg,  as  now,  under  the  barren 
sceptre  of  the  Federal  Government.  Here  were 
seventy-one  millions  of  acres,  enough,  if  united,  lo 
form  two  new  SiaieS,  and  yet  the  States,  in  which 
it  is  disper^d,  vAt  not  allowed  to  tak  theih.  Was 
not  this  an  act  of  injustice  to  the  new  States,  and  in 
violation  of  the  compact  entered  into  with  them? 
Was  it  not  plainly,  in  the  fair  construction  of  the 
compact,  that  these  lands  were  to  be  sold,  and  net 
held  up  by  keeping  on  them  an  arbitrary  price,  for 
all  of  them,  good,  bad  and  indifferent?  Was  it  not, 
in  the  fair  construction  of  the  compact,  that  the 
Federal  Government  yhall  sell  these  lands,  and,  in 
order  to  sell  them,  must  they  not  offer  them  at  a 
price  at  which  they  will  sell?  The  new  States  were 
unjustly  treated,  in  being  obliged  to  lose  the  amount 
they  ought  to  be  receiving  from  the  taxation  of 
them,  without  taking  into  consideration  the  great 
loss  to  their  agricultural  industry,  by  keeping  them 
waste  and  unproductive. 

Mr.  B.  referred  to  the  emigration  to  Missouri. 
The  largest  eniigration  that  had  ever  taken  place 
to  his  State,  was  that  of  the  last  year,  and  all  the 
emigrants  went  on  to  the  new  lands,  where  they  could 
get  first  choices  at  |1  35  per  acre,  because  they 
could  not  give  that  sam  for  picked-over  lands  in 
the  old  counties. 

Mr.  B.  after  describing  the  manner  in  which  very 
small  portions  of  good  land  is  mixed  np  with  large 
portions  of  indifferent  lands  in  the  old  counties,  re- 
capitulated his  argument  in  favor  of  selling  these 
waste  lands  for  the  supply  of  the  Treasury,  in  order 
to  avoid  a  recurrence  to  a  high  tariff,  loans,  or, 
what  was  worse,  to  a  new  issue  of  Treasury  notes. 
'  Mr.  CLAY  of  Kentucky  would  make  a  few  re- 
marks in  reply  to  the  Senators  from  Mississippi 
[Mr.  WjiLKER]  and  from  Alabama  [Mr.  Clav.] 
From  the  course  of  the  Senator  from  Alabama,  in 
directing  remarks  against  him  personally,  rather 
than  to  the  subject  before  the  Senate,  it  might  be 
thought  that  he  was  actuated  by  some  secret  grief, 
some  private  animosity.  He  asks,  why  was  this 
amendment  not  proposed  at  an  earlier  stage,  of  this 
bill?  Did  it  not  occur  to  that  Senator  that  this  was 
the  first  opportunity  that  he  (Mr.  C.)  had  of  pre- 
senting it?  This  bill  was  brought  up  suddenly  and 
unexpectedly  to  him  at  the  beginniiig  of  the  ses- 
sion, and  the  Senate  agreed  to  postpone  it  at  his 
request.  It  again  came  up  during  the  Christmas 
holidays,  and  was  postponed  until  Monday  last. 
At  some  personal  inconvenience  to  myself  I  at- 
tended the  Senate  on  that  day,  prepared  to  discuss 
the  measure,  but  it  was  not  called  up  by  its  friends; 
so  that  the  Senate  will  see  that  this  is  the  fiist  op- 
portunity which  has  been  presented  of  offering  the 
amendmeiit.    Bot  the  Senator  from  Al^bama^  not 


content  with  the  charge  of  endeavoring  to  defeat 
the  bill  by  procrastination,  says  I  have  always 
shown  myself  the  enemy  of  the  new  States.  The 
Senator  is  more  anxious  to  impress  this  idea  on  the 
new  States,  than  he  is  convinced  of  the  truth  of  it. 
The  charge  is  not  only  wholly  unfounded  in  lefe- 
rence  to  myself,  but  is  also  so  in  respect  to  the  ac- 
tion of  this  Government,  which,  so  far  as  regards 
the  new  States,  has  been  eminently  paternal.  Look 
at  the  munificent  grants  to  several  of  these  States; 
and  to  Alabama — one-thirty-sixth  of  the  public 
lands  granted  for  (he  purposes  of  education,  and 
other  large  and  liberal  grants  for  roads  and  other 
purposes;  and  yet  we  are  to  be  taunted  with  the  il- 
liberality  of  our  policy  towards  the  new  States! 

Mr.  C.  said  his  language  respecting  the  pre- 
emptioners  had  been  distorted  or  misrepresented. 
He  had  been  charged  with  having  indulged  in  op- 
probrious terms  towards  thi^  class,  which  be  had 
never  used.  He  was  opposed  now  asAhen  to  th^ 
pre-emption  law,  not  because  he  was  opposed  to 
the  settlement  and  occupancy  of  the  public  do- 
main, but  because  it  was  an  appropriation  to  these 
individuals  of  a  public  and  general  property. 

The  Senator  from  Mississippi  proposes  a  com- 
promiset  he  asks  me,  will  I  vote  in  favor  of  ihs  bill 
in  case  the  amendment  I  propose  will  be  adopted. 
The  Senator  has  no  right  lo  ask  this  question.  The 
bill  is  open  to  amendment  by  any  Senator;  and  I 
will  only  say  that  if  compelled  to  take  the  bill  as 
offered  by  the  committee,  or  the  bill  with  the  pro 
posed  amendment,  I  would  infinitely  prefer  the 
amended  bill.  The  Senator  says  there  will  be  no 
necessity  for  this  restriction;  that  the  bUl  already 
limits  the  amount  to  one  section  for  each  applicant. 
Why,  sir,  there  are  forty  land  offices,  a  man  has 
twelve  children  or  twenty  friends,  and  he  can  enter 
a  section  for  each  of  them.  It  is  also  said  that  the 
restriction  is  oppi-essive  and  unjust;  that  the  owner 
of  contiguous  lands  who  may  want  more  land  for 
timber  or  for  stone,  cannot  acquire  it.  Not  so:  he 
can  purchase  it,  but  not  at  the  reduced  price— he 
can  get  it  for  %\  35  per  acre.  We  are  told  that  it 
is  necessary  these  lands  should  be  forced  into  mar- 
ket to  supply  the  wants  of  the  Government.  He 
thought  It  surprising  that  gentlemen  friendly  to  the 
Administration  should  place  the  Government  in 
the  position  of  a  spendthrift  or  prodigal  heir,  who, 
after  having  squandered  away  all  his  ready  means, 
was  forced  to  dissipate  his  patrimony  to  supply  his 
wants  or  his  extravagance. 

But  we  have  a  document  on  our  table  which  has 
been  quoted  to  prove  the  propriety  of  (his  measure; 
but  really  he  could  not  see  any  thing  in  it  which 
was  of  much  consequence,  for  there  was  abont  as 
much  against  the  measure  as  in  favor  of  it.  But 
he  would  call  the  attention  of  the  Senate  to  the 
manner  in  which  this  do  a  -nent  was  placed  before 
us.  A  Senator  goes  to  a  clerk  in  the  Treasury  De- 
partment, and  makes  a  verbal  requisition  for  so 
much  information,  to  be  furnished  at  a  certain 
hour;  and  when  the  information  is  ready,  he  desires 
it  may  be  sent  to  another  Senator.  Well,  the  re- 
sult is  the  document  before  us,  which'  partakes  of 
the  perspicuity  and  luctdness  which  characterize 
all  the  papers  that  proceed  from  the  department  ef 
the  modern  Turge.  How  different  is  this  procedure 
from  the  couise  which  the  Senate  formeriy  took, 
when  they  were  governed  by  considerations  of  cor- 
rectness, order,  and,  he  would  add,  if  he  thought  it 
wos  properly  appreciated,  of  dignity. 

We  have  also  held  up  to  us  for  imitation  a  gra* 
d nation  scheme  in  operation  in  Mississippi,  which 
somebody,  three  or  four  years  ago,  introduced  into 
an  Indian  treaty  for  the  purpose,  he  supposed,  of 
making  an  ''experiment,*'  and  probably  as  a  pre- 
cursor to  thtf  plan,  on  a  grander  scale,  which  we 
have  now  before  us.  [Mr.  C.  here  went  into  an 
examination  of  the  results  o(  the  sales  of  lands  un- 
der the  treaty  with  the  Chickasaws,  and  contended 
tliat  they  were  unfavorable.]  It  will  be  seen  that 
these  lands  are  liable  to  be  graduated  down  to  12i 
cents  per  acre;  and  there  is  no  doubt,  if  the  bill  be; 
fore  us— this  entering  wedge — is  successful,  that 
the  public  lands  of  the  United  States  will  be  even 
tually  reduced  to  the  same  price. 

In  conclusion,  Mr.  C.  would  again  say,  that  if 
compelled  to  vote  for  a  bill  nnreslricted  or  one  re- 
BtricCed  in  lis  provisions,  he  woaU  infinitely  prefer 
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the  latter.  He  had  already  disclaimed  any  inten- 
tion of  defeating  the  bill  by  delay,  and  this  ought 
10  be  deemed  safficient  among  men  of  honor. 

Mr.  CLAY  of  Alabama  said,  that  although  he 
felt  reluctant  to  consume  any  portion  of  the  lime  of 
the  Senate  at  this  late  period  of  the  day,  yet  the 
course  of  the  remarks  of  the  Senator  from  Ken- 
tucky [Mr.  Clat]  rendered  it  incumbent  en  him  to 
say  a  few  words  in  reply.  The  Senator  set  out  by 
charging  him  [Mr.  C]  with  having  directed  his  re- 
marks against  him  personally,  rather  than  to  the 
fiubjecl.  Now,  said  Mr.  C.  I  am  unconscious  of 
haying  indulged  in  any  personality  incompatible 
with  parliamentary  usage,  and  did  not  believe  he 
had  said  any  thing  that  would  justify  that  imputa- 
tion. True  it  was,  ht  said,  that  he  had  complained 
of  the  unfairness  of  the  time  and  manner  in  which 
the  Senator  from  Kentucky  had  moved  the  recom- 
mitment of  the  bill;  and,  in  relation  to  that  view  of 
the  subject,  he  would  take  Issue  with  the  Senator  as 
to  the  facts.  The  Senator  from  Kentuaky  under- 
took now  to  say  that  this  bill  had  not  before  come 
up  for  consideration.  What  did  the  Senator  mean 
by  such  an  assertion?  Did  he  really  mean  to  say 
that  the  bill  had  not  before  I  een  presented,  so  as  to 
authorize  the  present  motion  for  recommitment,  or 
any  oiker  motion  to  amend  or  modify  it?  If  he  did 
so  intend,  \k\s  assertion  was  wholly  founded  in  er- 
ror, and  at  variance  with  the  facts.  This  bill,  Mr. 
C.  said,  asi  l  h«d  befo  e  oiated,  was  the  first  one 
introduced  at  the  present  session — it  was  brought 
in  at  the  earliest  moment  consistent  with  the  prac* 
tice  of  the  Senate — it  had  been  twice  read,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands,  by 
"whom  it  was  reported  back  at  their  first  meeting. 
A  few  days  afterwards  it  came  up  in  its  order  upon 
the  calendar,  and  was  announced  as  the  order  of  the 
day  from  the  Chair,  and  was  thsn  open  for  discus- 
sion, or  for  any  proposition  for  amendment  or  recom- 
mitment. Did  the  Senator  then  think  proper  to 
make  any  motion  for  amendment  or  recommit- 
meni?  No:  on  the  contrary,  instead  of  moving  to 
recommit,  cr  amend,  the  Senator  from  Kentucky 
thought  proper  to  move  to  postpone  its  considera- 
tion to  a  further  day;  and  it  was  postponed. 
When  it  again  came  up,  the  Senator  still  withheld 
his  motion  for  recommitment,  and  again  moved  its 
postponement  for  one  week;  but,  finally,  upon  my 
suggestion,  he  agreed,  and  it  was  postponed  till 
last  Monday.  It  was  not  called  up  on  that  day, 
because  another  subject  was  before  the  Senate,  oc- 
cupying the  whole  day,  and  no  friend  of  the  bill, 
while  that  subject  was  pen<iing,  had  a  right  to  call 
it  up.  Mr.  C.  said  the  bill  had  now  come  up  for 
the  third  lime,  and  after  all  the  previous  delay 
which  had  taken  place  at  his  instance,  the  Senator 
made  his  motion  for  recommitment.  Now  it  did 
seem  to  him,  Mr.  C.  said,  that  it  would  have  been 
easy  for  the  Senator  to  have  drawn  up  his  proposi- 
tion, and  to  have  moved  the  recommitment  of  the 
bill,  on  either  of  those  occasions,  instead  of  its 
postponement.  If  he  had  done  so,  the  motion, 
even  had  it  prevailed,  would  have  occasioned  no 
loss  of  time,  as  the  committee  could  have  made  up 
their  report  in  less  time  than  had  been  consumed 
by  either  postponement.  But,  said  Mr.  C.  the 
Senator  from  Kentucky  thought  proper  to  pursue  a 
different  course;  one  only  calculated  to  produce 
delay  after  delay,  and,  in  the  end,  to  defeat  the 
bill,  as  he  had  before  said,  by  indirection.  He  said 
he  did  coniplain,  as  he  had  a  right  to  do,  of  this 
kind  of  opposition  to  a  measure  he  had  so  much  at 
heart,  and  which  was  so  closely  connected  with  the 
best  interests  of  his  State  and  his  constituents. 

But,  said  Mr.  C.  the  Senator  from  Kentucky, 
in  alluding  to  his  alleged  hostility  to  the  interests 
of  the  new  States,  intimates  that  it  is  rather  my 
desire  that  he  should  seem  to  occupy  that  position 
than  the  necessary  result  of  his  conduct  towards 
them.  Sir,  said  Mr.  C.  whilst  I  deem  it  unneces- 
sary to  reply  to  such  an  insinuation,  I  will  take 
occasion  to  say  that  no  wish  or  effort  of  mine  is 
necessary  to  exhibit  the  Senator  from  Kentucky  to 
the  people  oi  the  new  States  in  an  attitude  of  hos- 
tility to  all  their  most  vaUed  interests  and  most 
cherished  rights.  The  reoord  of  his  own  votes  in 
this  body,  the  joamals  of  our  debates,  and  his  own 
political  history,  will  be  sufficient  to  give  him  his 
tme  pdeiiion.    Yea,  sir,  said  Mr.  C.  throqgh  thoM 


mediums  they  may  find  his  hostility  manifested  by 
his  opposition  to  every  measure  most  closely  iden- 
tified with  their  prosperity  and  welfare.  The  peo- 
ple of  the  new  States.have  seen  his  hostility  in  a 
coatinued  and  persev<»iing  opposition  to  every 
bill  intended  to  give  them  the  right  of  pre-emption; 
to  secure  them  in  the  privilege  of  buying,  at  the 
same  price '  which  is  received  from  others,  the 
small  tracts  of  land  improved  and  made  valuable 
by  their  own  labor,  and  to  protect  and  place  them 
above  the  power  of  heartless  speculators.  They 
have  seen  his  hostility  manifested  by  the  same  per- 
severing and  determined  opposition  to  every  bill, 
like  the  one  now  under  consideration,  to  reduce 
and  graduate  the  price  of  the  inferior  and  refuse 
lands  within  their  limits — a  measure  no  less  just 
than  eminently  calculated  to  subserve  their  inie* 
rests.  Yes,  sir,  said  Mr.  C.  the  pe(tple  of  the  new 
States  have  not  only  witnessed  and  felt  the  hostility 
of  the  Senator  firom  Kentucky,  in  his  opposition  to 
measures  whose  success  was  identified  with  their 
highest  interests,  but  they  have  also  seen  his  hos- 
tility evinced  in  bis  continued  and  persevering 
advocacy  of  a  course  of  measures  here  which  were 
at  war  with  the  best  interests  of  the  South  and 
West.  Mr.  C.  said  he  alluded  more  especially  to 
the  protective  tarifiT  and  its  kindred  measures,  mis- 
called the  American  system,  the  effect  of  which 
had  been  to  take  money  out  of  their  pockets  and 
put  it  into  those  of  other  people.  He  said  it 
would  be  necessary  for  the  Senator  to  give  other 
and  better  evidence  of  his  friendly  feelings  towards 
them  than  was  to  be  f'^und  in  his  asseverations 
here,  before  he  could  remove  impressions  resulting 
from  hi5  long  course  of  opposition  to  the  interests 
and  feelings  of  the  new  States. 

Mr.  C.  said  the  Senator  from  Kentucky  had  taken 
occasion  to  speak  of  other  charges,  imputing  to  him 
unfriendly  feelings  towards  the  settlers;  and  he  un- 
derstood him  to  complain  that  epithets  had  been 
ascribed  to  him,  which  he  had  never  used.  Now, 
sir,  said  Mr.  C.  I  do  not  understand  to  what  parti- 
cular epithets  the  Senetor  refets;  he  has  not  thought 
proper  to  name  them.  But  does  he  now  undertake 
to  say  he  did  not  denounce  the  settlers? '  He  cer- 
tainly cannot.  It  must  be  recollected  by  all,  that 
he  spoke  of  them  during  the  debate  on  the  pre-emp- 
tion bill,  at  the  last  session,  with  the  utmost  scorn 
and  contempt;  that  he  rneeringly  denounced  them 
as  *^Fquattcrs'*-*as  lawless  depredators  on  the  pub- 
lic property — as  trespassers  on  the  public  domain; 
and  alleged  that  they  might  as  well  seize  upon  the 
public  treasure,  or  upon  our  vessels  of  war,  or  our 
forts  and  arsenals.  Such,  Mr.  C.  said,  were  the 
denunciations  uttered  by  the  Senator  from  Ken- 
tucky against  the  settlers  on  the  public  lands — those 
hardy  and  industrious  pioneers,  whose  labor  and 
enterprise  had  contributed  so  largely  to  the  growth, 
prosfMrity,  and  respectability  of  the  West.  Stand- 
ing in  the  relation  he  did  to  the  people  of  the  new 
States,  Mr.  C.  said  he  eoald  not  forget  auoh  deniuir 
ciations.  He  had  been  willing  to  rest  these  changes 
with  the  reports  that  had  been  made  of  the  Senar 
tor*s  speeches  in  the  journals,  which  were  favora- 
ble as  well  as  unfavorable  to  him.  Mr.  C.  said  he 
recollected  some  correction  attempted  to  be  made 
by  the  Senator  from  Kentucky,  during  the  remarks 
of  the  Senator  from  Indiana,  but  it  was  not,  in  his 
opinion,  of  a  character  to  render  his  imputations 
less  offensive  than  he  (Mr.  C.)  now  represented 
them.  He  assured  the  Senator  from  Kentucky  that 
his  own  acts,  long  continued  and  persevered  in,  his 
own  language  UMd  on  this  floor,  had  created  im- 
pressions towards  him  in  the  Wejt  and  Southwest, 
not  easily  to  be  eradicated. 

Mr.  C.  said  be  always  stood  ready  to  vindicate 
the  rights  and  honor  of  the  people  he  represented; 
and  to  defend  them  here  or  elsewhere,  against  all 
aspersions  upon  their  intelligence  or  their  moral 
worth.  If  he  did  not,  he  said,  he  would  be  un- 
worthy of  the  station  he  occupied.  He  never 
should  forget  what  be  owed  to  those  people.  He 
went  among  them,  he  said,  when  a  very  young 
n\an,  without  the  adventitious  aids  of  fortune  or 
friends — relying  upon  his  integrity  and  his  indus* 
try  for  success.  He  had  found  them  intelligent, 
hospitable,  and  generous.  They  had  stood  by 
him,  and  sustained  himi,  when  he  most  needed 
friends.     Tbey  hadhoBond  him  with  tMrcmfi- 


dence,  and  conferred  upon  him  more  favors,  doubt- 
less, than  he  merited.  This  geuerons  coDfideaee 
Mr.  C.  said^  had  inspired  him  with  feeUnxs  of  gra- 
titude toward  them,  never  to  be  effaced.  He  wooM 
never  be  recrea-nt  to  his  duty,  nor  desert  their  mt- 
rests,  nor  be  unmindful  of  their  honor.  Mr.  q. 
said  he  believed  the  Senator  from  Kentucky,  too, 
had  gone  amongst  the  people  of  the  West  a  yotiib- 
ful  stranger;  and  "as  a  stranger,  they  bade  him 
welcome."  They  had  extended  toward  him,  too, 
the  hand  of  friendship,  and  had  bestowed  opoQ 
him  all  the  manifestations  of  kindness  and  coafi. 
dence.  If  the  honorable  Senator  should  think  pro- 
per to  pursue  a  different  course  toward  the  people 
of  the  great  West,  from  that  which  he,  [Mr.  C  ]  htd 
indicated  for  himself,  it  was  for  that  Senator  lo 
]ud?e. 

Mr.  C.  had  said  before,  that  the  coarse  pnrsoed 
by  the  gentleman,  was  not  only  immediately  iojo. 
rions  to  the  new  States,  in  the  present  instanee,  bat 
calculated  to  restrain  the  current  of  emigration,  to 
fill  up  their  population,  and  develope  their  ^^ 
sources.  Bvery  measure  like  the  one  taken  by 
him  on  the  present  occa.sion,  must  be  regarded  by 
them  as  unfriendly  to  their  welfare,  so  long  as  they 
retain  their  present  intelligence.  They  knew  (hat 
there  were  vast  bodies  of  waste  lands  within  their 
several  limits,  which  their  Legislatures  were  pif 
vented  from  taxing,  and  thereby  were  cnrnpeN 
to  lay  heavier  burthens  on  themselves.  Most  they 
not,  therefore,  view  as  hostile  to  their  interests  any 
opposition  to  a  measure  which  woald  brio|;  thoe 
lands  into  the  market,  at  a  price  at  which  they 
might  reasonably  be  expected  to  be  soldi  Mr.  C. 
in  conclusion,  said  he  trusted  the  Senate  wonld 
coufeider  the  delay  already  annecessarily  oecasion- 
ed  to  this  bill,  and  not  by  a  recommitment,  risk  the 
total  loss  of  it  at  this  session— especially  as  ^ 
had  heard  no  new  argument,  no  new  objeetioaa 
that  had  not  been  fully  and  forcibly  urged  in  a  pre- 
vious and  ample  discussion  of  it. 

Mr.  WALKER  said  he  was  not  desiromthat 
the  Senator  from  Kentucky  should  be  regarded  ia 
the  West  as  the  enemy  of  their  interess.  He  had 
no  feelings  of  personal  animosity  to  gratify,  and 
he  could  sincerely  say,  that  regarding  in  this  mat- 
ter  the  interest  of  his  State,  as  paramoantto  all 
other  considerations,  he  would  rejoice  if  the  Seaa- 
tor  from  Kentucky  would  lay  down  his  opposition 
to  this  bill,  if  he  would  give  it  the  sanctioa  of  his 
vote,  and  thus  permit  it  to  pass  triampbantiy 
through  both  Houses  of  Congress,  wh^h  weafl 
know  it  would  do,  but  for  the  oppositwn  of  thai 
Senator.  The  Senator  from  Kentucky  hsd  spoken 
of  demagogues  as  conneeled  with  the  support  of 
this  bill;  but  might  there  not  be  demagogues  who 
opposed  thk  bill,  who  addressed  themselves  m  the 
supposed  avarice  of  the  old  States,  by  proposing  to 
distribute  money  amon^  them  7  Who  are  the  d^ 
magogues?  Did  the  Senator  mean  to  apply^ 
epithet  to  the  supporters  of  this  bill  upon  this  flooil 
[Hen  Mr.  Clat  said,  certaisly  notJbehadexpRS- 
ly  disclaimed  any  such  allusion.]  Then  who  an 
the  demagogues  supporting  this  measorcl  Ar 
they  the  Legislative  assemblies  of  eight  of  the  sev 
States  who  have  asked  Congress  to  adopt  the  meir 
sure,  or  are  they  the  people  of  the  new  Statea,  who 
80  anxiously  desire  its  adoptioni  Hie  Senator 
from  Kentucky  has  again  read,  as  he  always  does 
in  the  debate  upon  this  bill,  bis  tables  of  the  cob- 
parative  advance  of  population  of  the  old  and 
new  Slates  from  1820  to  1830.  Why  was  this  denat 
Was  not  its  evident  tendency  to  produce  jealousy 
and  animosity  on  the  part  of  the  old  to  the  new 
States?  But  ought  it  not  to  be  a  subject  of  enup 
tion  to  every  American  patriot,  that  the  ni^ 
West  is  filling  np  with  population;  that  within  fif7 
years,  a  region  of  vast  extent  has  been  redarnw 
from  the  wilderness;  that  Stale  after  State  has  beet 
added  to  this  great  Confederacy;  that  star  aft^*J| 
has  been  planted  in  our  glorious  banner,  and  the 
greatness  and  glory  of  our  whole  country  alMfl* 
immeasurably  increased?  But  the  Senator  fiw 
Kentucky  seems  to  think  that  the  new  Sutesff^ 
increasing^  too  rapidly,  else  why  this  invidioaseaiH 
parisoa  between  the  relative  growth  of  the  m*m 
the  new  States?  ^ 

But  the  Senator  teUs  ns  of  the  gitat  um» 
which  wovid  have  folbw^d  tea  t|ie  jmm^w 
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the  disfribotion  land  bilL  Sir,  onr  truest  glory 
will  be,  not  in  distribating  money,  bat  in  aug> 
meoiing  oar  popalatioa,  in  filling  up  oar  whole 
eoantry  wiih  a  hardy  and  indostrions  people;  not 
in  restraining,  bat  in  encouraging  emigrauon;  not 
in  keeping  Slates  out  of  ihe  Union,  bat  in  bringing 
them  into  it;  not  in  retarding,  but  in  increasing  oar. 
agricaltnral  products;  and  be  whose  course  here 
shall  cause  the  settlement  of  a  single  State,  nay,  of 
a  single  county,  will  acquire  more  glory,  and  con- 
fer more  lasting  beneuts  upon  his  country,  thati  he 
who  shall  extract  for  distribution  millions  of  dol- 
lars, extorted  by  a  heartless,  speculating  policy 
from  the  pockets  of  a  sufferiDg  and  impoverished 
people.  Bat  ihe  Senator  from  Kentucky  asks 
why  was  not  the  graduation  principle  of  this  bill 
founded  upon  an  actual  valuation?  Does  not  the 
fienator  remember  that  this  principle  was  incorpo- 
nted  in  the  bill  reported  by  the  committee  at  the 
last  session;  that  it  was  then  stricken  out  by  the 
almost  unanimous  vote  of  the  Senate?  But  ihe 
Senator  from  Kentucky  desiies  us  to  w^it  until 
1841;  and  why?  That  he  may  then  have  the  cen- 
sus of  1840,  from  which  to  draw  new  discrimina- 
tions and  excite  new  jealousies  between  the  old 
and  the  new  Stales.  No,  Mr,  now  is  the  proper 
time  to  act  upon  this  bill,  not  only  for  the  benefit 
•f  the  new  States,  but  to  sappiy  the  wants  cf  the 
Treasury. 

Mr.  BENTON  said  that  the  Senator  from  Ksa-> 
tncky,  in  examining  the  report  made  of  the  retara 
of  sales,  had  overlooked  a  portion  of  the  document. 
jBad  be  exammed  that  part  of  it,  he  would  have 
found  the  Information,  the  absence  of  which  is  so 
much  complained  of.  This  answer,  which  is  ihe 
subfect  of  so  much  animadversion,  was  made  out 
at  my  request.  As  a  member  of  the  Committee  on 
Fiaanoe,  1  called  at  the  Department,  and  requested 
tbe  clerk  to  furnish  these  detaiis^and  to  bead  them  ii> 
me  the  next  morning,  when  the  hill  was  to  be  taken 
up*  The  clerk  was  requested  to  give  the  amouais, 
excluding  fractions,  which  are  not  necessary  for  pur- 
poses of  legislation.  He  thought  that  this  course 
was  equally,  dignified  as  the  reading  of  newspaper 
pamgrapte  and  letters,  and  making  tbem  the  foun- 
dation for  charges  in  that  chamber,  or  a  Senator 
getting  up  and  stating  things  as  facts  which  he  did 
not  know  of  his  own  knowledge.  If  any  Senator 
desired  this  information,  which  is  now  said  to  be 
important  fer  correct  ^legislation  on  this  subject, 
why  did  he  iioi  call  for  ii?  He  eoold  have  got  it 
witbuatany  diflSculty  many  days  ago.  The  Se- 
tfetary  of  the  Treasury  was  arraigned— 4Uid  he  had 
been  the  subject  of  many  arraignments  lately—for 
not  fuinishing  the  detailed  statements  and  tables  on 
which  his  opinion  was  formed^-he  was  blamed  for 
not  patting  on  one  page  of  this  document,  what  the 
Committee  of  Finance  had  already  placed  on  the  ' 
other.  Now,  sir,  we  all  know  the  Secretary  is  a 
bard  working  man;  but  1  hope  the  Senate  will  ex- 
enae  him  for  not  performing  this  onuece^sary  la- 
bor. Mr,  President,  you  have  been  in  Con- 
frress  a  quarter  of  a  century,  aud  1  would  ask  >ott 
la  there  any  subject  u)ion  which  we  have  more 
printed  information  than  this  subject  of  the  publtc 
lands?  Why,  sir,  we  have  entire  voluoies  ef 
jfigme^  on  the  subject.  The  Finance  Committee 
liad  all  the  desired  information  before  them,  with- 
CMt  calling  on  the  Secretary  for  a  single  item  of 
information.    We  had  it  all  before  us. 

Mr.  B.  here  read  details  of  amount  of  lands  in. 
tke  States  subject  to  be  operated  upon  by  the 
bill.  He  went  over  the  new  States,  one  by  one, 
wad  showed  that  all  the  information  was  before 
Uie  Senate  which  the  subject  required,  and  far 
than  was  used  by  those  wno  were  calling 
at  for  more,  without  seeming  to  know  how  much 
already  on  hand.    He  was  certain  that  there 

;  foil  infcM'mation  befoiv  the  Benale,  and  that 

tlteie  bad  been  no  compromise  of  Senatorial  dig- 
nity in  the  manner  of  obtaining  it. 

After  some  remarks  from  Mr.  MERRICK, 
Mr.  WALKER  observed  that  the  Senator  from 
Btfaryiand  [Mr.  MsrrickI  had  offered  a  resolution 
U>  call  for  the  quantity  of  land  sold  since  the  30th  of 
September,  1837,  which  had,  in  January  la>t,  been  re- 
tianed  by  tbe  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  as  having 
^•cnia  ntaricet  tre^  ten,  fifteen  and  twenty  years  prior 
to  tbe  1st  of  January,  1833.  Mr.  W.  regretttd  that 
r  intonation  was  not  now  before  the  Senate,  for 


he  was  convinced  that  the  returns  of  sale  would 
show  that,  in  very  many  of  the  land  districts,  these 
lands,  if  sold  in  the  time  to  come,  at  the  same  rate 
at  which  ihey  had  been  disposed  of  daring  the  last 
year,  would  not  be  sold  at  the  present  minimum 
price  in  a  period  exceeding'  that  which  had  elapsed 
since  the  formation  of  the  world.  And  in  relation 
to  the  entire  aggregate  of  these  lands,  Mr.  W.  was 
persuaded  that  the  returns  would  show  that  a  pre- 
sent sale  of  all  these  lands,  even  at  twenty-five 
cents  per  acre,  would  be  a  better  financial  operation 
than  to  sell  them  within  the  Time  designated  by 
these  returns,  (calculating  the  loss  of  interest,)  at 
one  dollar  and  twenty -five  cents  per  acre.  Unless 
tbe  Senator  from  Maryland  can  produce  some  do- 
cument which  will  show  that  these  lands  will  sell 
in  sixteen  years  at  the  present  price,  he  ought  not, 
as  a  financier,  to  oppose  this  measure. 

GRADUATION  BILL. 

DEBATE  IN   THESENATE, 

Thdrsoat,  January  3,  1839. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  to  provide  for  the  reduction  and  graduation  of 
the  price  of  the  public  lands  as  the  unfinished  bu- 
siness of  yesie.day;  the  question  being  on  tliemo^ 
tion  of  Mr.  Clay  of  Kentucky,  to  recomniit  it  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Public  Landa,  with  instruc- 
tions to  amend  it  so  as  to  limit  the  sales  at  the  re- 
duced prices  ^  actual  settlers  only. 

Mr.  CLAY  of  Alabama  observed  that  the  pro- 
position of  the  Senator  from  Kentucky  was  the 
first  that  he  had  ever  made  in  favor  of  actual  set- 
tlers on  the  public  lands.  It  came  unfortunately, 
however,  at  the  present  moment,  as  the  existing 
laws  gave  the  pre-emption  right  to  the  actual  set- 
tler ull  the  33d  June,  1840.  This  fact  would  be 
ascertained  by  looking  at  the  act  itself,  which  was 
approved  3skl  Jane,  1838,  declaring  in  the  very 
first  clause,  **That  every  actual  settler  of  the  public 
lands,  bdng  the  head  of  a  family,  or  over  twenty- 
one  years  of  age,  who  was  in  possession  and  a 
housekeeper,  by  personal  residence  thereon,  at  the 
time  of  the  passage  of  the  act,  and  for  four  months 
next  preceding,  shall  be  entitled  to  alt  the  benefits 
and  privileges  of  an  act  entitled  '  an  act  to  grant 
pre-emption  rights  to  settlers  on  the  public  lands,' 
approved  39ih  May,  1830." 

But,  as  he  said  yesterday,  where  was  the  necessi- 
ty for  recommitting  this  bill,  when  it  was  open  for 
amend menil  Would  this  recommittal  have  any 
other  effect  than  that  of  defeating  the  bill  by  dela^? 
The  gentleman  had  spoken  of  the  immense  quanti- 
ties of  public  lands  subject  to  the  operations  of  this 
bill.  But  the  g-ntleman  omitted  to  mention  the 
length  of  time  that  a  vast  portion  of  them  had  been 
in  the  market  without  finding  purchasers. 

Mr.  C.  thought  the  provisions  of  the  bill,  in  all 
lis  bearings,  were  well  understood, and,  therefore,  it 
would  be  much  better  to  amend  ii  tn  the  Senate 
tfutu  to  send  it  back  to  the  committee.  As,  he  pre- 
sumed, the  question  on  the  genileman's  motion  was 
divisible,  he  moved  that  the  questions  oi\  the  seve- 
ral branches  of  recommitment,  and  of  instructing 
the  committee,  be  taken  separately,  and  that  they 
be  taken  by  yeas  and  nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  accordingly  ordered. 

Mr.  CLAY  of  Kentucky  asked  if  the  Senator 
from  Alabama  intended  to  say  that  the  pre-emption 
law  of  last  session  gave  the  actual  settler  the  right 
of  enury  at  one  dollar,  or  at  »eventy-five  cents  per 
acre,  as  his  remarks  would  bear  that  construction. 
If  so,  the  Senator  was  certainly  mistaken.  Mr.  C. 
said  he  thought  it  msch  better  to  recommit  the  bill 
with  instructions,  as  the  cbmmittee  room  was  much 
the  best  place  for  remodelliiig  it  so  as  to  make  its 
details  conform  to  the  principle  contained  in  the 
instructions. 

Mr.  CLAY  of  Alabama  did  not  wish  to  be  mis- 
understood. He  certainly  agreed  with  the  Senator 
from  Kentucky  that  the  pre-emption  act  did  not, 
without  a  farther  provision,  give  to  the  settlers  the 
right  to  purchase  at  the  reduced  prices;  but  what  he 
meant  to  be  understood  as  saying  was  this;  the  law 
of  the  last  session  did  give  the  right  of  pre^-emption 
to  every  settler  on  the  public  hind^,  whether  the 
lands  occupied  by  him  had  been  offered  at  public 
auction  or  not;  and  if,  said  he,  we  reduce  the  price 
of  the  puUic  lands  by  this  bill^  the  indiridnal  oc- 


cupant would  have  the  right  to  purchase  at  such 
reduced  price.  This  law,  then,  would  operate  to 
give  the  settler  not  only  the  right  of  pre-emption, 
but  that  right  at  ihe  reduced  price.  He  had  no  ob- 
jection to  limit  the  right  of  pre-emption  at  periods 
after  the  reduction.  But  he  wished  that,  for  a  cer- 
tain number  of  months  after  the  reduction,  the  oc- 
cupant should  have  the  right  of  pre-emption.  His 
object  was  to  protect  the  occupants,  but  not  to  limit 
the  right  of  purchasing  these  inferioriands  to  occu- 
pants alone.  His  object  was  to  let  all  the  lands 
embraced  by  the  bill  be  subject  to  sale  at  the  jre- 
duced  prices,  whether  occupied  or  xiot;  always, 
however,  giving  the  right  of  pre-emption  to  the  oc- 
cupant for  a  time. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS  of  Mississippi  said  that  he  did 
not  rise  to  enter  at  large  into  the  discussion  of  this 
subject,  already  so  ably  elucidated  by  Senators  ia 
favor  of  the  passage  of  the  bill,  but  merely  to  reply 
to  thai  portion  of  the  speech  of  the  honorable  Se- 
nator of  Kentucky,  based  on  the  report  of  the  Se- 
cretary of  the  Treasury,  exhibiting  the  sales  of 
land  under  a  treaty  made  with  the  Chickasaw  In- 
dians in  1832,  which  treaty  contains  a  provision 
for  the  graduation  of  tbe  price  of  the  land,  on  prin- 
ciples precisely  similar  to  the  provisions  of  the  bill 
now  under  discussion,  but  much  moie  rapidly  than 
.  the  provisions  of  the  present  hill.  Sir,  said  Mr.  W. 
the  provisions  of  that  treaty  are,  that  all  lands  oifer- 
•d  for  sale,  and  not  sold,  shall  be  subject  to  private 
sale  or  entry  for  one  year  thereafter,  at  ^i  25  per 
apre,  after  which  time  the  balance  remaining  un- 
sold shall  be  subject  to  sale  or  entry  at  $1  per  acre 
for  the  space  of  <!me  year,  and  that  for  and  during 
the  third  year,  the  remainder  snail  be  subject  to 
sale  or  entry  at  50  cents  per  acre. 

By  this  treaty  the  Chiekasaw  Indians  ceded  a 
country  containing  a  fraction  less  than  six  millions 
of  acres}  the  treaty  also  contained  a  provision  for 
aliowiog  the  Indians  liberal  reserves,  which  were 
settled  by  the  constituted  authorities  at  about  3,300 
sections,  equal  to  two  millions  one  hundred  ^nd 
twelve  thousand  acres,  (he  spoke  from  memory,) 
being  more  than  one-third  part  of  the  whole  terri- 
tory ceded  by  the  Indians  to  the  Government.  The 
country  was  then,  iur  all  practical  purposes,  a 
country  of  refuse  land  at  the  date  of  the  President's 
first  prociamatioh  of  a  sale.  But  the  honorable 
Senator,  finding  from  tbe  report  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  that  less  land  had  been  sold  on-  the 
ihir  i  yvar,  when  ofiered  at  50  cents,  than  was  sold 
either  of  the  two  preceding  years  at  higher  prices, 
assumed  the  position  that  the  sale  of  the  whole  pub- 
lic domain  was  limited  to  a  demand  of  about  three 
and  a  half  millions  aunually,  and  came  to  the  sage 
conclusion  that  the  sale  would  not  be  at  all  pro- 
moted by  a  reduction  of  pricej  and  as  evidence  of 
th:-  correctness  of  this  position,  hp  maintained  the 
more  the  price  was  reduced  by  the  operation  of 
the  Chickasaw  treaty,  the  less  land  was  sold.  Mr. 
President,  said  Mr.  W.  the  Senator  held  up  this  re- 
port of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  aud  exulting- 
ly  proclaimed  it  to  be  a  refutation  of  the  graduation 
prmciple.  Mr.  W.  would  call  the  particular  at^* 
tentiOd  of  the  honorable  Senator  to  the  subject.  On 
the  correctness  of  this  position  he  would  fearlessly 
risk  ihe  fate  of  tbe  bill  now  under  consideration. 
It  appears  by  this  same  report  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  from  which  the  gentleman  read,  that 
the  first  sale  of  the  Chickasaw  land  in  Mississippi 
was  commenced  on  the  4ih  day  of -January,  1836, 
nt  which  sale  960,023  acres  were  ofifered,  and  at 
the  close  of  the  sale  there  remained  unsold  aud  sub- 
ject to  sale  at  private  6ntry  576,892  acres  at  f  I  25 
per  acre  for  twelve  months  thereafter,  during  which 
time  207,545  acres  were  sold;  and  that  during  the 
second  year,  when  the  land  was  subject  to  entry  at 
1 1  per  acre,  37,016  acres  were  sold,  amounting  to 
an  average  sale  of  101  acres  per  day;  after  which 
time  the  land  remaining  unsold  was  subject  to  sale 
or  entry  at  50  cents  per  acre,  and  so  continued  to 
the  date  of  this  report,  the  30ih  September,  1838, 
embracing  a  period  of  near  ten  months,  during 
which  time  53,565  acres  were  sold,  being  at  the 
averiige  rate  of  197  acres  per  day,  nearly  doubling 
the  sale  of  the  previous  year. 

And  now.  Mr.  President,  .said  Mr.  W.  let  us  ex- 
amine the  second  sale  l>eg;.u  on  the  5th  September, 
1836;  there  was  then  oflered  2,601,130  acres,  and  at 
the  plose  of  Resale  ^heie  remained  of  the  land  then 
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offered  and  unsold  2,026, 127  acres,  subject  toprival© 
sale  for  oae  year  thereafter,  during  which  time 
189,5U0  acres  were  sold  at  $1  25  per  acre,  being  at  tho 
averrge  rate  of  519  acres  per  day,  and  that  of  the 
balance  remaining  unsold,  and  subject  to  entry  du- 
ring the  second  year,  at  |1  00  per  acre,  37,280  acres 
were  sold,  being  at  the  average  rate  of  102  acres 
per  day;  and  thereafter  the  land  remaining  unsold, 
was  subject  lo  sale  at  50  cents  per  acre,  but  the  re- 
port of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  covers  only 
a  period  of  twenty-five  days,  from  the  5th  to  the 
30th  September,  1838,  during  which  time  26,080 
acres  were  sold,  being  at  the  average  rate  of  1,049 
acres  per  day,  and  yielding  $524*  per  day,  while 
during  the  preceding  year  only  |l  02  per  day  was 
received,  when  the  land  was  sold  at  $1  00  per  acre. 
Here,  then,  is  an  exemplification  of  the  operation 
of  the  graduation  system,  producing  just  the  result 
the  friends  of  the  measure  have  always  contended 
it  would  produce— enrich  your  Treasury,  and  pro- 
mote the  Fale  of  refused  land.  Mr.  W.  tru.sted  the 
opinion  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and  of 
the  Committee  on  Finance,  so  lightly  treated  on 
yesterday,  are  fully  sustained  by  the  practical  ope- 
ri>tion  of  this  £reai  mreasure  in  one  of  the  States. 

Mr.  CLAY  of  Kentucky  thought  that  the  da»a 
given  by  the  Senator  from  Mississippi  did  not  con- 
trovert the  proposition  he  had  heretofore  suggested, 
and  he  thought  that  his  views  were  sustained  by 
the  returns  embraced  in  the  report,  that  the  sales 
of  the  land  were  limited  to  the  demand,  and  were 
not  increased  by  the  reduction  ol  the  price. 

Mr.  WALKER  regreUed  that  the  Senator  from 
Kentucky,  [iMr.  Clay]  whose  position  ought  to 
identify  him  in  feeling  and  interest  with  the  people 
of  the  West,  thonld  persevere  in  his  hostility  to  this 
great  measure,  when  other  statesmen,  even  of  his 
own  party  from  the  far  distant  East,  were  found  to 
be  our  friends  and  advocates.  Mr.  W.  regretted 
thrt  the  distinguished  Senator  from  Massachusetts, 
[Mr.  Webstsr]  was  not  here  to  speak  his  own 
sentimen^  on  the  snbject  of  graduation;  but  es  he 
was  absent,  Mr.  W.  would  read  an  extract  from 
the  speech  of  that  Senator,  delivered  at  Niblo^s  Sa- 
loon, in  the  city  of  New  York,  on  the  15ih  of  April, 
1837: 

"  The  main  object  in  regard  to  the  public  lands, 
16,  undoubtedly,  to  settle  them  as  fust  as  the  growth 
of  our  population,  and  its  augmentation  by  emigra- 
tion, may  enable  us  to  settle  them.  The  lands, 
tlierefore,  should  be  sold  at  a  low  pi  ice;  and,  for 
one,  I  have  never  doubled  the  right  or  expedievcy 
of  granting  portions  of  the  lands  themselves,  or  of 
making  grants  of  money  for  objects  of  internal  im- 
provements connected  with  them.  1  have  always 
supported  liberal  appropriations  for  the  purpose  of 
opening  communications  to  and  through  the^e  land« 
by  common  roads,  canals,  and  railroads;  and  when 
lands  of  little  value  have  l^een  long  in  market,  and, 
on  account  of  their  indifferent  quality,  are  not 
likely  to  command  the  common  price,  1  know  no 
objection  to  a  reduction  of  price  as  to  such  lands, 
bo  that  thty  may  pass  into  private  ownership.'' 

These,  said  Mr.  W.  ^ere  the  expanded,  liberal, 
and  patriotic  views  of  the  great  statesman  of  the 
East  in  regard  to  the  reduction  of  the  price  of  the 
public  lands.  These  were  th^  opinions  of  a  Sena- 
tor remote  from  us  in  position;  and  how  did  they 
contrast  with  the  narrow,  anti-Western  policy  r^f  the 
Senator  from  Kentucky!  Nor  was  the  Si^nator 
from  Massachn^-etts  unsupported  by  other  distin- 
guished citizens  of  the  Northern  States.  The  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  Staler  [Mr.  Van  Bdrkn]  had 
distinctly  recommended  graduation.  Here  Mr. 
W.  quoted  from  the  last  Message  of  President  Van 
Bnren  as  follows: 

"Our  experience  under  the  ac(  passed  at  the  last 
cession,  tu  grant  pre-emption  rights  to  settlers  on 
the  public  land%  has  as  yet  been  too  limited  to  en- 
able us  to  pronounce  with  safety  upon  the  efficacy 
of  its  provisions  to  carry  out  the  wise  and  liberal 
policy  of  the  Government  in  that  respect.  There 
is,  however,  the  best  reason  to  anticipate  favorable 
results  from  its  operation.  The  recommendations 
formerly  submitted  to  you,  in  respect  to  a  gradua- 
tion of  the  price  of  the  public  lands,  remain  to  be 
finally  acted  upon.  Having  found  no  reason  to 
change  the  views  then  expressed,  your  atteation  to 
them  is  again  respectfully  requested." 
This,  ther,  said  Mr.  W.  is  not  merely  a  policy 


advocated  by  the  new  Slates  and  their  citizens,  but 
by  statesmen  of  liberal  and  expanded  views,  re- 
mote from  us  in  position.  Whilst,  then,  the  two 
great  statesmen  of  both  parties  from  the  North 
were  thus  friendly  to  the  policy  of  reduction,  was 
it  not  extraordinary  that  a  Western  ms^n  should  be 
found  opposing  the  interest  of  the  whole  West  on 
this  great  question?  Mr.  W,  said  not  only  was 
the  Senator  from  Kentucky  the  ardent  and  untiring 
opponent  of  this  great  mea<urt>,  but  he  felt  bound  to 
declare  that  the  opposition  of  that  Senator  consti- 
tuted the  soU  obstacle  to  the  triumphant  passage  of 
this  bill  through  both  Houses  of  Congress,  and  that 
if  the  bill  were  defeated,  that  defeat  must  be  justly 
attributed  to  the  course  pursued  by  the  Senator 
from  Kentucky.  Whilst,  then,  the  note  of  praise 
is  heard  in  favor  of  that  honorable  Senator  in  those 
sections  of  tho  Union  that  desire  to  restrain  emigra- 
tion to  the  West,  let  the  new  States  hear  what  he 
(Mr.  W.)  and  the  whole  Senate  well  knew  to  be 
the  fact,  that  if  this  measure,  so  important  to  the 
West,  was  defeated,  in  looking  for  him  who  struck 
the  fatal  blow,  tk  e  might  all  point  to  the  Senator 
from  Kentucky  and  exclaim,  'Mhou  art  the  man." 

Mr.  MORRIS  rose  to  make  a  single  remark. 
He  would  not  have  done  so  but  for  the  allusion  of 
the  Sena  or  from  Mississippi  [Mr.  Walkbr]  to 
himself.  He  had  always  been  the  friend  of  a  gradu- 
ation of  the  price  of  the  public  lands.  The  first 
act  of  his,  after  entering  into  this  body,  was  to 
bring  in  a  bill  to  graduate  the  price  of  the  public 
lands  to  the  actual  settler.  He  thought  that,  to  be 
consistent  with  his  whole  course  heretofore  on  this 
subject,  he  ought  to  sustain  the  proposition  of  the 
Senator  from  Kentucky.  The  Senator  from  Mis- 
souri [Mr.  Bei«ton]  says  that  the  owner  of  a  con- 
tiguous farm  may  wish,  among  other  reasons,  to 
enter  a  portion  of  these  lands  for  the  purpose  of 
keeping  o/f  a  bad  neighbor.  Mr.  M.  feared  that 
the  operations  of  this  bill,  if  it  should  pass,  would 
enable  the  rich  man,  who  had  selected  a  fertile 
spot  in  th^  midstof  comparatively  a  dreary  waste — 
but  not  so  dreary  but  what  a  poor  man  might  find 
a  home  on  it — to  drive  off*  and  preclude  the  poor 
man  from  his  settlement,  because  he  might  choose 
to  deem  him  a  bad  neighbor.  Mr.  M.  would  give 
the  privilege  of  entry  at  the  reduced  price  to  no 
man  who  was  not  on  the  land  at  the  present  time, 
or  who  would  not  go  on  it  and  settle  it. 

The  Senator  from  Mississippi  [Mr.  Walker] 
says  the  Senator  from  Kentucky  will  not  vote  for 
this  bill,  even  if  amended  in  accordance  with  his 
instructions.  Sir,  said  Mr.  M.  is  it  not  the  right, 
nay,  the  bounden  du'y  of  the  Senator  from  Ken- 
tucky to  make  a  proposition,  ev^n  if  opposed  to  it, 
as  little  objectionable  as  possible?  It  was  his  duty, 
and  he  thought  it  very  strange  that  he  should  be 
pensured  for  doing  so.  For  his  own  part,  if  a  pro- 
position met  the  approval  of  his  judgment,  he 
should  not  look  at  the  quarter  it  came  from  nor 
what  political  party  sustained  it;  it  should  have 
his  support. 

Mr.  CLAY  of  Kentucky  observed  that  the  Se- 
nator from  Mississippi,  by  way  of  sustaining  his 
views  on  this  occasion,  had  thought  pioper  to  state 
opinions  of  two  distinguished  citizens  from  dilCe- 
rent  parts  of  the  country.  The  opinions  of  the 
Senator  from  Massachusetts  had  been  referred  to, 
and  with  regard  to  his  opinions  he  had  nothing  to 
say;  they  were  well  known  to  the  Senator  not  to  be 
t'le  sentiments  that  he  (Mr.  C.)  entertained;  but 
he  rose  to  do  justice  to  another  individual,  the  pre- 
sent chief  magistrate  of  the  United  States,  and  if 
the  gentlemen  would  content  themselves  with  act- 
ing in  conformity  of  his  recommendations,  the  bill 
would  not  be  so  objectionable.  The  gentleman 
referred  to  the  me&««ge  at  the  opening  of  the  pre- 
sent ses-sino;  but  he  ought  to  have  referred  to  the 
message  (n  the  previous  one,  which  was  referred  to 
in  the  la^t  message.  Now  he  (Mr.  C.)  thought 
that  the  message  to  which  he  alluded  contained  a 
decided  reprobation  of  this  bill. 

[Here  Mr.  C.  read  some  extracts  from  the  Pre- 
sident's Message.] 

Mr«  C.  continued.  So  that  it  would  be  seen 
that  it  was  actual  valuation,  and  not  conjectural 
valuation,  founded  on  lapse  of  time,  was  the 
principle  on  which  the  President  recommended  a 
a  reduction  of  the  price  of  the  paUic  laads.  The 
principle  in  this  bill  was  the  one  that  the  Presi- 


dent decidedly  condemned.  Mr.  C.  said  it  was 
well  known  to  be  one  of  the  established  laws  of 
political  economy,  that  if  the  market  was  glatted, 
there  would  be  languor  in  the  sales,  whereas,  if 
the  supply  was  limited,  prices  would  advance  to  a 
ruinous  extent.  The  President  had  seen  this,  and 
the  conclusion  to  which  he  had  reached,  was  that 
the  mere  efflux  of  time  afforded  no  criterioa  by 
which  we  can  measure  value. 

Mr.  C.  felt  very  reluctant  to  legislate,  on  ihii 
important  subject  at  the  present  session.    He  felt 
most  anxious  that  it  should  be  loft  to  the  easotag 
Congress;  (hat  they  should  remit  it  to  their  socces' 
sors,  and  not  settle  it  now.    Were  there  not  pro. 
found  considerations  which  should  mduce  them  to 
refer  it  to  the  next  Congress?    In  the  first  place, 
the  President  had  recommended  to  them  to  proride 
at  this  session  for  taking  the  enumeration  of  the 
population  and  resouices  of  the  country,  as  re- 
quired by  the  Constitution.    The  results  of  this 
census  would  show  the  amount  of  increase  ia  thi 
population  and  wealth  of  the  new  States,  aad 
whether  a  measure  of  the  kind  was  needed  foi 
their  further  advancement.    As  to  the  proposiiioa 
to  increase  the  population  of  the  new  States  by  the 
settlement  of  their  lands,  there  was  no  necesaiiy  for 
the  passing  of  this  bill.    These  new  members  of 
the  Confederacy  had  already  increased  in  popoJa- 
t.*  n  and  wealth  With  a  celerity  unexampled  ia  the 
history  of  the  world.     But  there  was  another  coosi- 
deration.    Great  as  was  the  quantity  of  the  palilic 
domain  in  any  one  of  the  new  States,  it  was  not 
worth  a  baubee  in  comparisoa  with  ihe  seven  bauF 
dred  and  filty  millions  of  acres  exterior  to  their 
limits,  and  to  the  mUlionsyet  to  be  brought  into  the 
market.     Would  it  be  right,  in  eoosequence  of  an; 
presumed  financial  difficulties,  lo  throw  away  this    ; 
domain,  which  we  should  transmit  lo  onr^KisteTiiy 
for  ages  to  come,  to  supply  the  present  exigeacia 
of  the  exchequer?    There  was  another  reason  why    | 
they  should  not  act  on  this  matter  at  this  sessioa. 
He  did  not  believe  that  either  of  the  two  Hoosei 
of  Congress  reflected  the  genuine  sentiments  of  the 
American  people.    It  was  known  that  the  dection 
which  had  taken  place  had  very  much  changed  the 
complexion  of  the  two  bodies,  and  that  in  one  of 
them  the  changes   that  bad  taken  place  woild 
reverse  the  majority  on  the  present  qotstioa.  Gob-   i 
vulsed  as  the  country   was  by  experiments  aid 
financial  projects,  was  it  right,  ia  advance  of  that  : 
enumeration  of   the  population    it  was  rcGoo-  j 
mended  by  the  President  now  to  provide  for— was  I 
it  right,  in  the  view  of  the  changes  made  by  ihi  I 
recent  elections,  and  in  short,  ander  all  Uie  eircaah  ; 
stances  to  which  he  bad  adverted,  to  make  tbi 
great  radical  change  in  the  disposition  of  the  pablie 
lands,  which  was  not  limited  to  the  new  Staid 
only,  bat  extended  to  the  shores  which  were  waAcd 
by  the  ocean  at  the  extremities  of  this  continent} 

Mr.  BENTON  rose,  in  consequence  of  thtca4> 
less  attacks  made  upon  an  eminent  citiaen,  ram  » 
tired  from  public  life,  and  seeking  repose  under  Mi 
own  vine,  and  by  the  side  of  his  own  fire,  bit  to 
whom,  it  would  seem»  there  was  to  be  no  peace 9 
this  side  of  the  grave.     He  alluded  to  the  late  A» 
sident  of  the  United  Sutes,  General  Jackson,  ni 
to  the  repeated  instances  m  which  his  nanehii 
been  dragged  into  this  debate,  and  tyranny  aad 
mischief  attributed  to  him  t'oi  h\s  conduct  m  idir 
tion  to  the  act  for  the  distribution  of  iheprooeediw 
the   public    lands.    That  condact  had   been  itf 
nounced  as  tyrannical  and  uncorslitational,aBiV 
it  had  been  attributed  all  the  late  moneyed  enM^ 
rassments  of  the  cou ntry .     The  Senator  from  K^ 
tucky  [Mr.  Clay]  is  the  author  of  these  deim«i* 
tions,  and  also  the  author  of  the  bills,  for  AAl 
were  two  of  them,  the  loss  of  which  he  so  lauchdP 
plorea,  and  for  the  want  of  wbirh  he  has  aecaU 
much  evil  arise.    I,  said  Mr.  B.  was  the  ootc^P^ 
rary  of  these  bills.    I   knew  their  charader  III 
their  fate;  I  saw  their  birth  and  their  deatMll 
great  and  numerous  as  are  the  acts  which  rt>jg; 
the   character  of   a  hero-statesmaa  on  Gca^ 
Jackson,  there  are  none  which  exalt  him  mora  AM 
his  conduct  in  relation  to  these  very  bills,   li*^ 
wise,  patriotic,  constitutional  aod  heroic  eoaM 
He  had  the  wisdom  lo  .see  the  pernieiDW  aawWjl 
these  bills;  he  had  the  constiiutional  nght  lo  aM 
them;  and  he  had  the  heroism  to  cxecoin  ihitivl 
The  bills  were  of  the  most  sedactive  dum^  Af 
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woe  ealcalaled  to  seduce  all  unreflecting  minds; 
for  they  proposed  a  distribation,  among  the  people, 
ef  near  nzty  or  ^yenty  millions  of  dollars.    The 
4i8tn*batioQ  voold  have  left  the  Treasury  bare — 
woaM  have  bankmpted  the  deposite  banks^might 
Inn  debaached  the  States— would   have   com- 
pdM  a  resort  to   loans  or   a  new   tariff— and 
vonld  hav«  set   the   fatal  example   of  lavish- 
iflg  the  public  money,  ai.d  the    public  proper- 
ty, npoD  the  people  on  the  eve  of  the  Presidential 
eleetioDs.    Th6  first  bill  passed  the  two  Houses  in 
183S,  just  before  the  Presidential  election,  and  so 
near  the  end  of  the  session  of  Congress  that  the 
Fresideot  had  bat  a  few  hours,  instead  of  the  ten 
dajt  which  the  Constitution  allowed  him,  (o  ex- 
aaineits  provisions,  to  make  up  his  mind  upon  it, 
and  10  return  it  to  the  Senate  with  his  objections 
ia  writing,  if  disapproved  by  him.    It  was  retained 
by  him  the  ten  days,  as  he  had  a  clear  constitution- 
al rj^t  to  do;  Congress  did  not  think  proper  to  pro- 
laagiis  session  to  cover  those  ten  days,  as  it  might 
have  done;  for  it  was  the  session  whose  duration 
WIS  not  limited  by  the  Constitution;  and  the  two 
Booses  having  adjourned,  he  retained  the  bill  un- 
til the  next  session,  and  then  .  returned  it  to  the 
House  in  which  it  originated  with  his  objections  to 
it  This  was  the  regularcourse  prescribed  by  the 
CoQstitoiion,  and,  thanks  to  the  spirit  and  inlelli- 
fenee  of  the  people,  it  was  the  course  sanctioned 
and  approved  by  them.    Instead  of  being  excited 
against  the  patriot  Presi  lent  by  an  afiected  outcry 
against  ^^foduUng  6ti/f,"  and  by  a  j>tr  eapiia  calcu- 
latioB  of  the  money  each  voter  had  U>st,  so  ostenta- 
tioBsly  paraded  before  their  eyes— instead  of  being 
excited  against  Gkneral  Jackson  by  those  means, 
and  made  to  cast  their  votes  against  him,  the  high 
minded  people  of  «>ar  America  approved  his  con- 
doet,  and  testified  their  approbation  in   the  distin- 
gaished  honor  of  his  second  election.    This  was  the 
late  of  the  first   bill.    It  was  to  have  taken  the 
whole  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  \he  public  lands  for 
fire  years— the    years  1833,-»34,-'36,-'36,-'37— 
and  divided  ihem  among  the  States;  leaving  the 
IVeasary  entirely  dependent  upon  the  custom-house 
^  daiies  for  its  support,  which  many  then  saw,  and 
^  operieace  has  since  proved,  would  be  wholly  in- 
adeqaate,  withoat  a  resort  to  a  new  tariff,  loans,  or 
T^easory  notes,  to  defray  the  ordinary  expenses  of 
the  Government! 

The  second  bill  was  a  duplicate  of  the  first,  but 

fonryeats  its  junior  in  point  of  time:  it  did  not 

eoaeon  nntil  the  approach  of  the  Presidential 

fitectkm  in  1836,  but  was  made  to  cover  the  same 

anaberof  years,  and  the  same  identical  years, 

whieh  were  covered  by  the  first  one.      To  do  this. 

It  waa  necessary  to  make  this  second  bill  retroact — 

aakeit  reach  back,  and  exact  from  the  Treasury 

as  amefa  money  as  the  first  bill  would  have  taken 

out  of  imp  to  that  time,  and  then  for  as  many 

inois  years  as  would  complete  the  original  Ave, 

la  fa^  it  waa  tbe  same  bill,  in  every  particular, 

vl|h  the  soperaddition  of  the  signal  aggravation  of 

bang  retroactive,  and  getting  hold  of  three  years' 

nreBoe  from  the  lands  for  a  grand  distribution  on 

lie  eve  of  tbe  approaching  Presidential  election. 

Ihis  waa  the  character  of  the  second  bill;  and  this 

aharaeter  is  too  important  and  too  necessary  to  be 

wieraiood  by  the  people  for  their  knowledge  of  it 

lanst  upon  description.    They  must  see  it !  They 

'■nt  see  the  thing  itself,  and  know  of  their  own 

haowledge  what  it  was  that  fell,  for  fall  it  did,  be- 

An  the  stem  resolve  of  (General  Jackson;  and  the 

ieaa  of  which  ia  now  deplored  as  a  national  cala* 

ml^.    The  people  must  see  it;  and  here  it  is  in  the 

Mr  of  tbe  hills  of  the  Senate,  which  1  have  this 

ttMmeftt  sent  a  messenger  to  bring  me  from  the  of- 

iaa  of  the  Secretary.    It  is  entitled  "jfti  od  to  divide 

Iftfiy  tke  Aflfes,  for  a  iimifed  time,  the  pneeede  tS 

is  9tUi  tf  the  f^iie  Umd$,*^  ife.;  and  the  signature 

IClfae  thea  Secretary  of  the  Senate,  Walter  Lowne, 

l^f.  attests  that  it  passed  this  body  on  the  13th  day 

I^May,  1836.       I  read  from  the  third  and  fourth 

ialioiK,  which  show  the  parts  which  are  material 

l»  tte  pment  inquiry. 

'  "*8bc.  3  JBtmd  he  it  fwriher  enaefei,  That  the  se- 
Hm  sams  of  money  received  in  the  Treasury  as 
Ib  net  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  public  lands 
fer  the  years  eightrea  hundred  and  thrty- 
hna,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-four,  and 
'  aad  thirrf-Avei  shall  be  paid 


and  distributed  as  aforesaid,  at  the  Treasury  of  the 
United  Slates,  one-fourth  part  on  the  first  day  of 
July  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-six,  and  one- 
fourth  part  at  the  end  of  each  ninety  days  there- 
after, until  tbe  whole  is  paid;  and  those  which  shall 
be  received  for  the  years  eighteen  hundred 
and  thhrty-fix  and  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty- 
seven,  shall  also  be  paid  at  the  Treasury  half 
yeariy,  on  the  fir^t  day  of  July  and  January, 
in  each  of  those  years,  to  such  person  or  persons 
as  the  respective  Legislatures  of  the  said  States 
shall  authorize  and  direct  to  receive  the 
same. 

<*Sbc.  4.  ^nJ  he  U  further  enaeUd,  That  this 
act  shall  continue  and  be  in  force  until  the  thirty- 
first  day  of  December,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  thirty-seven,  unless  the  United  States  shall  be- 
come involved  in  war  with  any  foreign  power,  m 
which  event,  from  the  commencement  of  hostili- 
ties, ibis  act  shall  cease,  and  be  no  longer  in 
force." 

These  are  the  sections  of  the  act  of  1836 — the 
act  which  sunk  before  the  firm  resolve  of  President 
Jackfi-on — sunk  before  his  resolve*  iTor  it  died  un- 
der his  known  opinion  in  re5pect  to  it,  and  withoat 
having  reached  his  hand.  It  was  the  copy  of  the 
one  which  he  had  retained,  and  which  he  had  re- 
turned with  his  objections.  It  was  known  to  be 
useless  to  send  it  to  him  unless  there  was  a  majori- 
ty of  two-thirds  for  it  in  each  House.  Such  a  ma- 
jority could  not  be  conciliated;  and  the  bill,  after 
becoming  an  act  of  the  Senate,  died  out  in  the 
House  of  Representatives,  and  was  succeeded  by 
pother  act  in  the  Senate  to  accomplish  a  part  of 
its  purpose;  namely,  the  bill  to  distribute,  under  the 
name  of  a  deposite,  thirty-six  millions  of  public 
moneys  among  the  States.  Tnis  latter  became  a 
law;  ii  was  only  about  one-half  the  magnitude  of 
its  predecessor  and  progenitor,  the  five  years*  land 
revenue  distribution  bill.  It  was  only  half  the 
magnitude  of  that  bill;  but  the  one-half  of  It,  even, 
was  enough  to  crush  the  great  deposite  banks. 

I  was  one  of  a  few  who  opposed  all  three  of 
these  bills;  and  especially  I  opposed  the  one  from 
which  two  sections  have  just  been  read,  and  for 
the  loss  of  which  (General  Jackson  has  been  so  in- 
continently denounced  on  this  floor,  and  for  the 
want  of  which  so  many  evils  have  been  Asserted  to 
have  arisen.  I  join  issue  upon  these  assertions.  I 
denounce  this  bill  now,  as  I  did  when  it  was  on  its 
passage,  as  a  bill  that  weald  have  bankrupted  the 
deposite  banks,  and  bankrupted  the  Treasury,  and 
laid  the  Qovemment  under  the  necessity  of  reviv- 
ing the  tariff,  or  borrowing  money  to  defray  its  or- 
dinary daily  and  current  expenses.  These  were 
my  declarations  then,  when  the  bill  was  on  its  pas* 
sage  in  May,  1836;  and  I  expressed  myself  with 
such  earnestness  with  respect  to  the  danger  to  the 
banks  and  the  Treasury,  that  a  member  of  the  Se- 
nate and  a  friend  now  present,  suggested  that  they 
would  alarm  the  country  if  published  as  delivered; 
and,  in  consequence,  the  speech  was  but  partially 
and  imperfectly  reported.  The  bill  died  in  the 
House  of  Representatives;  it  never  became  a  law; 
I  was  satisfied,  and  should  never  have  troubled  the 
Senate  and  the  country  with  a  revival  of  the  sub- 
ject, bad  it  not  been  now  revived  by  the  author  of 
the  bill,  for  the  purpose  of  attriouting  to  it  a  vast 
merit,  and  for  the  purpose  of  reiterating  upon  Ge- 
neral Jackson  an  oft-repeated  denunciation.  The 
defunct  bill  is  resuscitated  by  its  author — ^resusci- 
tated to  claim  our  sympathies,  as  a  measure  of  be- 
neficence to  the  country,  and  to  excite  our  resent- 
ment against  General  Jackson,  as  the  destroyer  of 
so  fine  a  measure!  Revived,  resuscitated,  dug  up 
from  its  grave  in  this  manner,  and  for  these  pur- 
poses*, it  becomes  a  legitimate  subject  for  parlia 
mentary  animadversion;  and  I  mean  to  advert  upon 
it  freely,  closely,  and  truly,  that  the  country  may 
not  only  see  what  it  is  they  are  called  upon  to  re- 
gret, and  to  censure  General  Jackson  for  destroy- 
ing, but  also  to  enable"  all  men  who  are  of  ^^uivnd 
tntnd  and  memory,"  to  judge  for  themselves  what 
this  country  would  come  to  if  its  destinies  were  in 
the  hands  of  the  friends  and  supporters  of  nidk  a 

hmt 

I  now  address  myself  to  the  candor  and  intelli- 
gence of  all  parties,  in  this  chamber  and  out  of  it, 
and  invoke  their  attention,  and  the  decision  of  their 
minds,  <)n  the  caae  which  will  be  presented.    The 


bill,  in  its  third  section,  provides  fiisH  for  the  distri- 
bution of  the  money  which  1md  been  received 
from  the  sales  of  the  public  lands  for  tbe  three  pre- 
ceding years,  and  which  money  had  already,  iti 
great  part,  been  expended  by  the  Government!  It' 
ordered  the  amounts  received  from  the  lands  ia  the 
years  1833,  '34,  and  '35,  to  be  divided  out;  the  di- 
vision to  commence  on  the  first  day  of  July  next 
ensuing,  and  to  be  accomplished  in  four  instal- 
ments, at  ninety  days  apart.  This  was  one  clause 
of  the  bill,  and  the  amount  on  which  it  would  have 
operated  was  $23,582,882;  that  is  to  say,  the  sum 
of  $3,967,682  for  1833;  the  sum  of  |4,857,600  for 
1834;  and  the  sum  of  |14,757,460  for  1835.  This 
would  havr  made  the  sum  of  nearly  six  millions, 
in  round  numbers,  payable  oat  of  the  Treasury  at 
intervals  of  ninety  days;  to  wit,  on  the  first  days 
of  July,  October,  January,  and  Apri4.  The  whole 
Fum  of  twenty-three  millions  and  a  half  would 
have  been  payable  in  the  shart  space  of  about  nine 
months,  and  that  in  addition  to  thirty-one  millions 
which  would  be  required  for  the  service  of  the  Go- 
verntnent  during  the  «ame  year.  S^  tnnch  for  one 
branch  of  the  distribution  clause.  The  r«.'^<»nd 
branch  of  it  ordered  the  proceeds  of  ih*^  land  ;  les 
for  the  years  1836  and  1837  to  be  also  divided  ^  't, 
bnt  by  a  half  yearly,  instead  of  quarterly,  piocc^s. 
The  first  payment  was  to  be  made  on  the  fir^^t  of 
July  ensuilig,  being  the  ^ame  day  on  which  the 
quarterly  payments  began;  the  second  was  to  be 
made  on  the  first  of  January,  1837,  being  the  same 
day  on  which  the  third  quarterly  payment  became 
due;  the  third  half  payment  was  to  be  made  on 
the  first  of  July,  1837;  and  the  fourth  on  the  first 
of  January,  1838.  Now  what  is  the  amount  which 
this  second  branch  of  the  distribution  clause  would 
have  diverted  from  the  Treasury,  and  in  what 
time?  Sir,  the  amount  would  have  been  f31,- 
653,380,  and  the  time  would  have  been  eighteen 
months!  Such  would  have  been  the  amount  paya- 
ble in  that  short  time;  for  the  sales  of  the  lands  in 
1836  were  524,877,179,  and  for  1837  they  were 
|6,776,936,  and  this  in  addition  to  the  sum  required 
for  the  service  of  the  Government  in  1837,  which 
was  thirty-nine  millions  of  dollars.  The  whole 
amount  which  would  have  been  required  for  dtstri- 
bulion  between  the  first  of  July,  1836,  and  the  fiist 
of  January,  1838,  would  have  been  $55,336,360; 
and  the  service  of  the  Government  for  the  same 
time  would  have  required  just  about  as  much 
tnore.  A  table  of  dates  and  sams  will  show  the 
amount  and  distribution  of  these  enormous  calif 
for  money. 


1st  July,  1836 
1st  Oct.  1836 
1st  Jan.  1837 
1st  April,  1837 
1st  July,  1837 
iKt  Oct.  1837 
1st  Jan.  1838 

1 

■a 

1 

15,720,770 
5,720,770 
5,720,770 
6,720,770 

none 

«one 

none 

Cluarterly  ;  Half  yearly 
distribution.  |  distribation. 

t 

$12,488,588 
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12,488,588 
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3,388,118 

none 

3,388«118 

2 

kO 

3 

$17,209,758 
5,720,770 
17,209,758 
5,720,770 
3,388.118 
none 
3,388,118 

n 

r 

K> 

$7,750,000 
7,750,000 
7,750,000 
9,750,000 
9,750.000 
9,750,000 
9,750,000 
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the  Govern- 
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APPENDIX  TO  THE  CONGRESgiONAL  GiLOBS. 


Jail.  1S$9. 


25th   CoNg**«*3D  SS98. 


On  the  txradunlion  JBW^Mr,  Bmion. 


Senate. 


This  iab!tf  exbibiia  the  detail  and  ibegro;»  of  the 
ainoiinitt  which  would  have  been  taken  irooi  the 
Treasury  in  eighteen  months,  if  the  land  bill  of 
183G  had  pnssed,  wiih  the  detail  and  the  gross  also 
of  what  was  aeiaally  required  for  the  service  of 
the  Guv«r  mnent  for  the  %Ame.  time.  They  amount, 
in  round  iiumbers^  to  (55,000,000  for  distribution, 
and  $55,000,000  lor  the  support  of  Government; 
in  all  $1 10,000,000 !  Now,  6ir,  how  was  the  Trea- 
sury 10  suud  this  enormous  caill  It  ceulJ  uot 
have  ^lii*^  d  it  all !  It  could  nol  have  stood  the  fii':»t 
pull — ^the  first  seventeen  and  a  quarter  millions  for 
dibtribotion,  and  seven  and  ihiee  quartern  for  the 
public  a^ervice,  which  would  have  been  required  on 
the  tirst  day  of  July,  1836.  It  would  have  failed 
at  that  payment;  and  so  I  declared,  and  in  my  own 
opinion,  demonstrated  at  that  time;  and  so  the 
event  proved,  when  the  deposite  act  passed,  and 
substituted  a  smaller  and  later  distribution.  This 
deposite  act  passed  in  June  of  1836;  it  began 
to  uke  effect  in  January,  1837;  it  proposed 
to  divide  out  but  thirty-si^  millions  of  dol- 
lars, and  that  by  nine  millionsi  at  a  time, 
and  to  commence  the  dislribatiun  si&  months 
later  than  the  land  bill  proposed ;  and  yet  ^ 
what  was  the  result?  The  result  was  the  stop- 
page oi'  the  principal  deposite  banks,  and  all  the 
rest  of  the  banks  within  five  months,  after  the  dis- 
tribution began  to  take  efiect!  The  deposite 
banks  made  the  first  distribution  in  January; 
they  nearly  sunk  under  the  second  instalment  in 
April;  they  were  unable  to  meet  the  third  one  in 
July,  and  closed  their  doors  in  May;  and,  while 
several  causes  contrii)Uted  to  the  result,  yet  it  must 
never  be  foigutten  that  the  committee  of  the  New 
York  banks,  where  the  stoppage  began,  in  enume- 
rating the  four  principal  causes  for  that  event, 
placed  at  the  head  of  tho.^  causes,  the  operation 
of  the  DEPuSITE  OR  DISTRIBUTION  act  of 
June,  1836 !  Thus  experience  proved  that  the  de- 
posite banks  could  not  stand  a  distribution  of  thirty- 
.six  millions,  commencing  six  months  later  than 
the  proposed  land  bill  distribution,  and  made  i^ 
qnarierly  instalments  of  only  nine  millions  at  a 
time.  How  then  could  they  have  stood  a  distribu- 
tion of  fif>y-five  millions,  commencing  six  months 
earlier,  and  the  first  instalment  amounting  to 
seventeen  and  a  quarter  millions?  The  thing  was 
inspo^sible;  it  could  not  be  done;  and  that  was  so 
evident  to  me  that  I  proclaimed  it,  and  reiterated 
ray  opinion  on  this  floor  in  language  too  strong,  in 
the  judgment  of  some  of  my  friends,  to  be  allowed 
to  go  to  the  country,  and  what  was  that  opinion 
bottomed  upon?  Upon  the  fact  known  to  us  all, 
and  by  me  repeated  a  thousand  times,  that  what 
was  called  a  surplus  of  forty  millions  in  the  Trea- 
sury, was  a  mere  DELUSION;  that  the  money,  in 
point  of  fact,  was  NOT  in  the  deposite  banks; 
that  it  had  been  LENT  out;  that  Consrress  had 
sanctioned  and  instigated  the  LENDING,  by 
requiring  interest  from  the  bmks  for  its  USE; 
that,  instead  of  being  in  the  banks  iiwas  in  the 
hands  of^merchKitc,  traders,  dealers,  manufac- 
turers, mechanics,  sh^colators,^  and  others:;  that 
the  Itainks  had  USED  it  with  the  knowledge  of 
Congress,  and  with  the  implied  contract  and  fair 
understanding  of  having  the  USE  of  it  till  gradual- 
ly called  for  4«n  account  of  the  public  .service;  and, 
that,  to  call  for  all  this  money  in  masses,  ami  al- 
most without  notice  (for  the  first  payment  would 
have  begun  as  5oon  as  the  bill  could  havr  been 
passed)  was  to  COMPEL  THE  LARGE  DEPO- 
SITE BANKS  TO  CHOOSE  BETWEEN  STOP- 
PINO  PAYMENT  THEMSELVES,  Oil  DE- 
STOYING  THIR  DEBTORS.  All  this  was 
so  plain  to  -me  that  it  was  amazing,  incompre- 
hensible, and  almost  incredible  that  any  person 
could  avoid  seeing  the  same.  Yet  this  is  the  mea- 
sure, the  loss  of  which  ^e  are  called  upon  to  de- 
plore! This  is  the  measure,  the  patriotic  resist- 
ance of  whiflh,  by  General*  Jacicson,  is  der^onnced 
as  an  act  of  tyranny!  This  is  the  measure,  then 
believad  to  bf  irreiistibly  popular,  now  known  to  be 
.  heartily  eoifdemAed  ^y  every  considerate  man! 
This  is  ThemeaBure  before  which  General  Jackson, 
and  all  its  opponents  were  expected  tcr  be  prostra- 
ted; (and  before  which  they  Direre -willing  ta  have 
been  prostrat^  if  such  had  been  the  penalty  of  ad- 
herence to  their  principles;)  this  is  the  measure 
which,  like  the  consular  diitxibutiona  of  gimin,  and 


money,  and  public  lands,  among  the  voters  in  the 
degenerate  days  of  the  Roman  Republic,  was  ex- 
pected to  purchase  the  snflTrages  of  all  the  people! 
General  Jackson  and  his  friends,  myself  one  of 
them,  did  what  they  believed  was  right,  in  resist- 
ing this  mea«ure,  without  regard  to  consequences 
personal  to  themselves.  They  resisted  the  colossal 
distribution  of  fifty-five  millions  of  money.  They 
threw  themselves  upon  the  intelligence,  the  patri- 
otism, and  the  candor  of  their  fellow  countrymen; 
and  the  event  has  proved  that  they  were  not  mista- 
ken in  their  estimate  of  that  candor,  that  intelli- 
gence, and  that  patnotisml  It  has  proved  that  the 
American  people  are  not  yet  ready  to  be  seduced 
and  debauched  with  the  spoils  and  pillage  of  their 
own  country. 

Sir,  said  Mr.  B.  I  parsue  this  bill  of  May,  1836, 
one  biep  further;  I  pursue  it  into  the  fourth  section, 
and  see  that  nothing  but  a  WAR  with  a  FOREIGN 
POWER  could  have  arrested  the  distribution  of  the 
$55,000,000,  and  eiven  the  Treasury  a  right  to  re- 
tain the  $34,877,179  received  from  the  public  lands 
in  1836,  and  the  |6,776,236  receivi?d  from  them  in 
18:17.  By  the  terms  of  the  act,  the  distribution 
was  to  .go  on  without  regard  to  any  thing  but  a 
foTtign  tear,  and  the  $33,000,000  received  from  the 
lands  in  *36  and  '37  were  to  belong  to  the  States, 
and  to  be  paid  to  them,  without  the  least  regard  to 
the  condition  of  the  public  Treasury.  It  was  a 
specific  appropriation  of  the  proceeds  of  the  lands, 
and  as  such  would  have  been  paid  over  to  the 
States  on  the  days  named  in  the  act.  The  **sAiil- 
tiw^  i»/»"  of  the  Treasury  would  have  made  no 
difference;  the  stoppage  of  the  banks  would  have 
made  no  difference;  there  was  no  foreign  war — the 
appropriation  was  specific  and  absolute — and  the 
deliver/  of  the  money  to  the  States  would  have 
been  compuLsory  and  inevitable.  What  then? 
Why,  that  notwithstanding  the  retroactive  disburse- 
ments from  the  Treasury  of  the  before  received 
revenues  from  the  lands  of  1833,  '34,  and  *35— 
notwithstanding  the  attempt  to  disburse  these  old 
expended  revenues  might  have  bankrupted  the  de- 
posite banks — yet  the  current  receipts  from  the 
lands  for  '36  and  '37  would  have  been  turned  over 
to  the  States  as  they  came  in !  The  $35,000,000 
(nearly)  of  ^36  would  have  gone  to  the  States;  the 
$7,000,000  (nearly^  of  '37  would  have  gone  to  them 
abo !  and  thus,  with  the  banks  all  stopped — ^with 
the  Treasury  shut  up — with  Congress  called  to- 
gether to  provide  the  way^  and  means  of  keeping 
the  Government  in  motion— with  the  duties  from 
customs  sinking  down  to  nothings-merchants'  duty 
bonds  postponed — balances  from  banks  delayed 
for  many  months;  with  all  this  we  should  have 
been  paying  out  to  the  States  the  $7,000,000  of  hard 
money  received  from  the  lands  in  1837,  and  which 
$7,000,000  in  specie  was  the  sheet  anchor  of  the 
Government  in  that  disastrous  year,  and  the  only 
thing  which  saved  it  from  the  degradation  and 
ruin  o(  using  depreciated  paper  money  and  shin- 
plasters  ! 

Mr.  President,  we  hear  much  of  the  incapacity, 
the  isnorance,  the  incompetency,  and  the  reckless- 
less  of  the  Jackson  administratson  ;  we  hear  much 
of  all  ibis  from  the  Opposition,  without  their  being 
able  to  specify  a  measure  to  which  these  epithets 
will  apply;  but  here  is  an  act  of  the  Opposition  it- 
.self,  which  pjaces  the  leaders  in  a  position  to 
choose  between  a  confession  of  absolute  incapacity 
to  manage  the  public  afl^airs,  or  of  a  deliberate  de- 
sign to  bankrupt  the  Treasury  and  the  banks. 

No,  Mr.  JPresident,  the  Jackson  administration 
was  not  ignorant,  was  not  reckless,  was  not  incom- 
petent; and  to  hurl  such  epithets  at  that  administra- 
tion, !;<•  to  hurl  them  at  the  people,  by  whom  (hat 
administration  was  created  and  ha?  been  sustained. 
Toatuch  that  administration,  approved  as  it  was 
in  the  triunphaiit  second  election  of  General  Jack- 
son, and  ill  the  triumphant  election  of  his  succes- 
sor, i.s  to  attack  the  capacity  of  the  people  for  self- 
government  !  1 1  is  to  attack  the  elective  principle 
of  ourCon>titution,  and  to  say  that  that  principle 
ought  to  be  abolished,  and  an  hereditary  ruler  gi- 
ven as  a  guardian  to  those  who  weie  so  incompe- 
tent te  choose  their  own  Chief  Magistrate. 

No,  sir !  Great  are  the  .services  which  General 
Jackson  has  rendered  to  his  country — great  in  the 
fieldr-«till  greater  in  the  cabinet.  His  civil  admin- 
istsation  was  a  continued  atriea  of  patriotic  exer- 


tions, the  emanation  no  less  of  a  heroic  aoal,  thia 
of  a  sagacious  head,  and  a  patriot  heart.   Nom 
but  a  hero  could  have  acted  the  part,  in  civil  af- 
fairs, which  he  did.    Above  all  meo  who  hire 
lived  ill  our  eventful  times,  a  single  iadividoai, 
perhaps,    alone   excepted,    he   will  be  staiinpcd 
the  hero-statesman  of  the  age.     I  have  hereto- 
fore endeavored  to  do  some  justice  to  his  various, 
tranacendant,  and  victorious  policy.    I  have  en- 
deavored to  present  some  views  of  his  numeroiis, 
brilliant,  and  successful  ameliorations  at  honie, 
and  negotiations  abroad.    I  have  endeavored  to 
presem  him  as  posterity  will  view  him,  covered, 
iilusiraled,  irradiated  with  every  species  of  glory, 
and  above  all  with  the  glory  of  usefulDes^^vith 
the  glory  of  having  improved  the  conditioa,  better- 
ed the  circumstances,  advanced  the  fortune,  and 
personally  benefitted  every  industrious  inhabiiaQt 
which  the  coontrf  contains.     I  have  endeavored  to 
do  this;  and  1  appeal  to  -the  present  unparalleled, 
unrivalled,  unprecedented,  unexampled,  univer^, 
pervading,  and  exulting  prosperity  of  the  cooDiiy 
for  the  truth  and  fidelity  uf  the  pictures  vbich  I 
have  endeavored  to  draw.      It  is  not  my  iotentioa 
to  repeat,  on  the  present   occasion,  what  I  haft 
heretofore  delivered  on   this  subject;  but  there  is 
one  point  which,  though  heretofore  mentioned,  b» 
never  been  presented  with  the  fnlnes<<,  iodividaali- 
ty,  and  development  which  its  importance  sad 
magnitude  deserve.^:  I  allude  to  our  cotton  prodw- 
tion,  and  its  influence  upon  the  wealth  and  isdiH* 
try  of  every  portion  of  this  extended  Union,  ud 
the  part  whk^h  Oeneral  Jackson  has  acted  in  briag- 
ing  that  production  to  what  it  now  is,  and  to  «tial 
it  must  be.      What  was  the  extent  of  our  cotuw 
growiag  telrrilory  before  the   victorioiis  arms  of 
General  Jackson  acquired  for  us  the  vast  ref:k>aof 
the  Sooth  and  Southwesti    It  was  a  part  of  Soaik 
Carolina,  a  part  of  Qeorgia,  some  slips  id  Nvnli 
Carolina,  Tennessee,  Mississippi,  and  Loaisiain. 
What  is  it  now?    It  is  all  Florida,  all  Qeon:ia,  til 
Alabama,  all  Mississippi,  all  Louisiana,  ail  Arkts- 
sas,  South  Carolina,  a  part  of  North  Carolina,  a 
third  of  Tennessee,  and  a  slip  in  Missouri,    h 
territorial  extent  our  cotton  growing  regipD  \m 
been  increased  more  than  ten  fold  by  the  vioiorioii 
arms  of  General  Jackson  over  the  Si/aibeni  la- 
dians,and  by  his  still  more  victorious  policy  ow 
the  political  allies  of  those   Indians— their  Fsdflil 
allies — ^whose  straggle  it  was  to  retain  them  in  /he 
Southern  States  to  diminish  their  politicat  inpof 
ianoe,  and  to  cripple  their  advance.      Wbai  ev 
tne  value  of  our  cotton  export  before  ih»e  pat 
operations  of  General  Jackson  began?  It  was  four- 
teen millions  of  dollars.      What  is  it  now?   Iiii 
eighty  millions.    And  what  is  its  capacity  of  aa?- 
mentation?  Almost  limitless  and  boundless,  or  only 
limited  by  the  wants  of  Europe,  Asia,  Africa,  asd 
the  two  Americas;  for,  to  all  these  ceuntnes,  even 
to  the  Ganges  and  the  Black  Sea,  to  the  Cape  «f 
Good  Hope,  and  to  Tierra  del  Pnegodo  oiu  Anw* 
rican  cottons  now  go.      And  what  is  the  iofloesce 
of  this  vast  production,  so    amazingly  aQgwrnt- 
ed  under  the   victorious    arms,    and  still  aoK 
victorious    policy,    of     ONE     MAN— what  it 
its    influence    upon    the    industry,   the  porsaits, 
and    the     wealth    of  every   part    of  this  ex- 
tended Confederacy  ?    To  answer  this  qaestiao, 
let  the  mind^s  eye  figure  to  itself  a  map  of  this 
Union,  and  then  contemplate  every  species  of  »• 
dustry  which  is  carried  on  upon  the  vast  diversifi- 
ed domain  which  it  repre.'.ents.    Let  him  lookal 
our  shipping  interest  from   the  Chesapeake  toFaS' 
saroaquaddy  bay,  sll   Amling  its  greatest  andiiob* 
est  employment  in  carrying  our  cotton  abroad,  asd 
bringing  back  the  productions  of  so  many  aaAQH 
received  tn  exchaitge  for  it.     Let  him  see  oor  sMt 
opuleat-merehants  ihroughoni  the  wliole  cxtcsl.^ 
our  coast,  from  New  Orleat.s  lu  New  YeckiSil 
bottoming  their  largest  operations  upon  the  eonoi 
of  the Seuih.    Look  to  the  manufaauriag  jodosiiy 
of  the  whole  Northeast,  of  which   Massadnsetfi 
may  be  taken  as  an  example,  and  as  the-higfci^ 
pattern;  manufactures  of  leather,   cotton,  w 
iron,  brasa,  itn.vood,  glass,  atone,  Ac  She  ^i^   . 
aggregate  of  which,  in  all  the  Northeast,  ■af.ka 
judged  of  from  the  anaiial  product  of  naraioeQr 
millMs  of  dollars  for  Masaacbusettsaloaei  and' 
goodly 'ffoportion  of  the  whole  of  wbiA  finj^jf 
aufketinibeaaiBe«oitai  growing 
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ing.the  Alleghany  moaatains,  and  deffcending apon 
the  Wfstera  waters,  Ree  twelve  millions  ofman* 
afactured  articles,  the  pro4act  of  the  inditsiry  of 
three  or  four  miles  sqaare  at  the  confluenc  of  the 
Alleghany  and  Monongahala;  ?ee  these  tweke  mil- 
lions aanaally  going  off  froni  Pittsburgh,  and  the 
Iargp5;t  part  going  to  the  cotton  planteir^  of  the 
Somh;  while  many  other  towns  and  villaffes  of  the 
West,  on  a  smaller  scale,  emulate  the  merttorioas 
example  of  '*  tht  JBirmitigAam  ofihe  West.*^  Then 
see  the  agricultural  States  of  the  Great  Valley.  See 
Kentucky,  Ohio,  Indiana,  Illinois,  Missouri,  with 
their  vast  prod octiotis  of  grain,  and  their  inHomera- 
ble  herds  and  flook<,  all  finding  their  richest  mar- 
ket in  the  same  region.  Turning  to  the  Middle 
Sfates,  where  the  value  of  labor,  for  a  long  time, 
has  bren  so  much  reduced,  we  see  that  value 
in  Virginia,  Maryland,  North  CarcTlina,  and  Ten- 
nessee, has  found  a  vast  augmentation  from  the 
cultivation  of  cotton.  So  that,  in  every  part  cf 
this  extended  Confederacy,  and  over  every  species 
of  creative  industry,  the  augmented  cultivation  of 
cotton,  the  fruit  of  Qeneral  Jackson^  military 
achievements  and  'ciyil  policy,  has  extended  its 
benefits,  and  shed  its  benign  influences.  The  North, 
the  East,  the  West,  and  the  Middle  States^ 
the  cities  and  the  country — agriculture,  mann- 
factures,  and  commerce — all,  all  find  employ- 
ment for  their  industry,  and  rich  rewards 
for  their  skill  and  lahoi  in  that  perennial  fountain 
of  national  wealth — the  cotton  growing  region  of 
the  South — which,  while  it  showers  gold  upon 
alt  ofhers,  is  itself  largely  deprived  of  its  own 
advantages  by  illusive  systems  of  politkial  econo- 
my— a  system  which  leads  it  to  purchase  every 
thing  by  the  paper  money  standard  of  the  United 
States,  while  it  «ei1s  the  only  article  it  produces  by 
the  hard  money  standard  of  Europe!  Every  part  of 
this  Union  feels  the  beneficeat  effects  of  the  cotton 
crops;  and  no  part  feels  it  more  than  the  agricultu- 
ral region  of  Kentucky,  and  the  manufacturing  dis- 
tricts of  Massacfiuseits.  I  have  lately  travelled  in 
Kentucky,  ami  speak  from  the  knowledge  of  my 
own  senses?.  I  have  lately  received  an  authentic 
let  urn  of  the  annual  manufactures  of  Massacbn- 
i«etts,  and  speak  upon  unimpeachable  authority. 
Kentucky  and  Massachusetts  are  the  two  States  of 
this  Union  which  have  profited  most  by  the  milita- 
ry victories  and  the  civil  administration  of  General 
Jackson;  they  are  the  two  States  of  this  Union 
which  owe  most  to  his  arms  and  to  hii;  policy;  they 
are  the  two  States  of  this  Union  which  should 
be  bound  to  h»m  by  the  strongest  ties  of  gratiude 

'  and  afftfctioo.  The  agriculturist  of-  Kentucky  is 
now  on  the  high  road  to  wealth;  his  prosperity  re- 
poses upOxi  a  solid  acd  imperishable  basis.  His 
eattte,  his  males,  his  horses,  his  hemp,  all 
wanted  in  the  South,  command  the  highest  price, 

'  fill  bis  coffers  with  vast  sums  of  money,  and  reflect 
apon  his  lands  an  unprecedented  value.  It  is  ito 
longer  th^  illusions  of  the  hish  tariff— >it  is  no  lon- 
gerihe  illusions  of  the /'golden  fierce,*' two  thou- 
sand dollars  for  a  sheep,  intrinsiealfy  worth  twenty 
sbf flings,  and  now  sunk  to  that  price — it  is  no  lon- 
ger the  deceptive  dream  of  rhese  ephemeral  illn- 
sions  which*  tickled  and  beguiled  the  Kentuckian 
befOTe  Jackson's  administration,  but  it  is  now  the 
solid  ba«is  of  the  cotton  cuhivation  in  the  South, 
and  free  trade  in  Europe,  upon  #hich  his  prospe- 
rity reposes.  Let  him  cultivate  the  cotton 
grower,  and  cherish  free  iradft  Abroad,  and  never 
again  fall  into  the  illusions  of  hti>h  tariff  and  Na- 
tional Bank,  and  never  again  will  he  see  his  crops 
rotting  OB  his  hands,  his-  propeny  sinking  to  no 
price,  his  currency  depreciat^  one-half,  and  piles 
of  property  laws,  tender  laws,  relief  laws^ 
and  stay  laws,  interposed  between  the  hap- 
lesa  debtor  and  the  merciless  creditor.  So 
muoh  for  Kentucky;  and  eqttal  with  hers,  and 
resting,  in  good  part,  upon  the  same  bctsis,  is  tti^. 
prosperity  of  Massachosetts.  The  cotton  grower 
of  The  South  takes  a  part  of  all  that  she  baa  tp 
spare.  From  **6rtts^,  hro&ms^  and  baakeUj  and  hut*- 
ftm»  qf  all  iUndi,'*  np  to  her  eighteen  milliona 
<!>f  doHar^  laonh  of  ^attafatttnres  in  thoe^ 
boots,  and 'leaiktf^u^wfaevfniteeii  raillioiiB  of  mann^ 
factorcs  of  eotton^-^her  ten  millions  of  mtmn^ 
fiotares  of  wool-^ber  siiie '  millioiis  and  a  half  df 
#alrand  dil^s^be^  two  milliow  of  readj  nmdt  dothH 


ing,  stocks,  and  suspenders— her  two  mtilionf  and 
a  half  of  nails,  brads,  and  tacks— her  million  and  a 
half  of  soap  and  candles— her  million  and  a  half 
of  paper— her  million  and  a  qtiarter  of  rum — her 
million  of  refined  sugar — her  two  millions  of  straw 
bonnrts  and  palm  leaf  hats^-and  many  other  arti- 
cles "too  teiUfms  to  enwnaiale,^*  but  amonniing,  in 
oonjnnction  with  those  enumerated  to  EIG^HTY- 
SIX  millions  of  dollars  per  annum;  from  all  these 
she  sends  a  part  to  the  cotton  grower,  and  doubt- 
less gets  a  better  part  of  the  crop  than  the  grower 
himself  receives;  an  advantage  which  is  the  fair 
and  legitimate  fruit  of  industry,  conducted  by 
skill,  guarded  by  economy,  and  diversified  by  en- 
terprise. It  was  the  1  -st  year  of  President's  Jack- 
son's athninistration — the  year  ending  the  31st  day 
of  March,  1837— which  presented  this  magnifi- 
cent result  of  Massachusetts  manafaciuring  in- 
dustry; I  say  manufacturing — for  the  proceeds  of 
her  commerce  and  agricultare  are  not  included— 
and  this  grand  result  will  forever  stand  as  a  proof 
of  the  prosperity  of  the  country  under  the  saga- 
cious policy  of  that  illustrious  statesman. 

Sir,  it  was  no  part  of  my  intention  to  make  ^  a 
enlogy  upon  General  Jackson.  The  time  is  coming 
when  history,  and  poetry,  and  sculpture,  and  paint- 
ing, and  the  living  voices  of  endless  generations 
trill  do  him  that  service.  I  make  no  general  eu= 
logy.  I  have  spoken  to  a  single  point,  to  show 
from  one  example,  the  beneficent  nature  of  his 
policy,  and  the  universality  of  its  happy  influence 
upon  all  parts  of  our  country,  and  upon  all  the 
pur»^uits  of  its  industry.  I  have  spoken  to  a  single 
point,  and  have  not  exhausted  that  one,  for  to  this 
s^me  cotton  region  we  are  indebted  for  the  hun- 
dred millions  of  gold  and  silver  which  has  sustained 
the  country  and  the  Government  in  the  la^e  shock, 
and  which  hereafter  are  to  render  the  people  inde- 
pendent of  the  rise  and  fall  of  banks,  and  safe 
from  the  shocks  and  explosions  of  the  paper  sys- 
tem. What  I  have  said  has  been  forced  out  of  me 
by  attacks,  as  wanton  as  they  are  incessant,  npon 
the  hero-patriot  who  is  entitled  to  repose,  now  that 
he  has  withdrawn  from  the  world  and  given  an  ex- 
ample of  the  manner  in  which  an  ex-President  of 
the  United  States  should  spend  the  evening  of  bis 
days,  and  close  up  the  career  of  his  life. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CLAY  of  Alabama,  the  ques- 
tion on  Mr.  Clay's  proposition  was  divided,  so  as 
to  take  it  first  on  the  recommittal,  and  secondly  on 
the  instructions. 

On  the  question  of  recommitment,  the  yeas  and 
nays  were  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Buchanan,  Calhenn,  Clay  of 
Kentucky,  Clayton,  Crittenden,  Davis,  Poster, 
Knight,  McKean,  Merrick,  Morris,  Nilcs,  Pierce, 
Prentiss,  Preston,  Rives,  Roane,  Robbins,  Ruggles. 
Smith  of  Indiana,  Strange,  Swift  and  Williams  of 
Maine — 23. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Brown,  Clay  of 
Alabama,  Pulton,  Hubbard,  King,  Linn,  Lumpkin, 
Lyon,  Mouton,  Nicholas,  Norveli,  Robinson,  Smith 
of  Connecticut,  Tipton,  Walker,  Williams  of  Mis- 
sissippi, Wrisht  and  Yoong-*30. 

Previous  to  the  vote  being  taken  on  the  question 
of  instruction. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CLAY  of  Alabama,  and  by 
general  consent,  the  nnmber  6f  acres  to  be  granted 
to  each  actual  settler,  was  left  blank  in  the  instruct 
tions. 

The  question  vas  then  taken  on  the  instructions 
thus  modified,  and  was  carried  by  the  fol  lowing 
vote: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Bhchaoan,  Clay  of  Kentucky, 
Clayton,  Crittenden,  Davis,  Poster,  Hubbard, 
Knight,  Lyon,  McKean,  Merrick,  Morris,  Nicho- 
las, Niles,  Pierce,  Prentiss,  Pwston,  Rives,  Roane) 
Aotfeins,  Rdggles,  Smith  of  Indiana,  Straige^ 
S#ift,  Walker,  and  WiHiaans  of  Maine— 26. 

NAYS--^Messrs.  Alleri,  Benton,  Brown,  Cal* 
faonn,  Clay  of  AlabaSHa,  PuHon,  King,  Lfhn, 
Lnm|>kin,  Mouton,  Norveli,  Robinson,  Smith  or 
Connecticut.  Tipton,  Williams  i/f  Mississippi^ 
Wiight,  and  Yoang-^17. 

Attd  dis  Senate  adjourned. 

MoNDiT,  Janosry  6,  1^9. 
Tbe  Senate  resQiaed,  astta^  apcbial  order  of  tha 
day, tUe oi^iuidbiilMiTCJlliebiki lo imfride for  th^ 


redttotion  and  gradnation  of  the  price  of  die  pobHio 
lands.  The  question  being  on  the  fallowtBg  araaad- 
ment,  reported  by  the  Committee  oa  the  Pnblie 
Lands,  in  conformity  with  the  iasuractions  of  the 
Senate,  when  tbe  bill  was  recommitted. 

**Skc.  3.  ^nd  he  ttfitrtker  enacted,  That  the  right 
of  entry  at  tbe  prices  reduced  by  the  foregoing 
section,  shall  be  limited  to  those  who  are  now,  or 
who  may  hereafter  beeome,  actual  settlers  and  the 
person,  applying  to  make  any  such  entry,  under 
this  act,  shall  file  an  affidavit,  under  such  rc^ola- 
tions  ss  the  Secretary  of  the  jfl^reasury  may  pr^ 
scribe,  that  sneh  applicant  is,  at  the  time,  or.in<* 
tends,  in  g.iod  faith,  to  become,  an  aetu»i  Kett^on 
the  land  proposed  to  be  entered,  or  some  pare 
thereof,  [or  that  he  ownes  and  culUvaies  acyoiniog 
landsii;]  and  that  sneh  applicant  makas  the  entry  m 
his  own  name,  for  his  own  benefit,  and  not  in  trust 
for  another." 

Mr.  CLAY  of  Alabama  moved  to  amend  the 
amevdment  by  inserting  the  wofds  '*or  who  may 
own  contiguous  adjoining  land;"  so  as  to  extend  tlw 
benefits  of  the  bill  to  persons  who  are  now  settled 
en  and  are  cultivating  farm^  of  tiieir  own. 

Mr.  C.  said  that  the  object  of  this  ameadmeat 
was  so  apparent  that  be  woakl  not  occapy  any 
more  of  the  tine  of  the  Senate  in  explaining  it. 
The  amendment  reported  by  the'  committee,  luidear 
the  instruction  of  the  Senate,  went  ta  limit  tbe  ope- 
rations of  the  act  to  actual  settlers  only,  or  those 
who  might  give  evidence  of  their  intentioa  to  be- 
come so.  The  committee  thought  it  proper  that  die 
benefits  of  it  should  be  extended  to  those  wtei  a«e 
cultivating  farms  of  their  own,  and  who  mii^ht 
wish  to  purchase  tracts  adjoiniag  to  them.  It  wias 
well  known  to  all  the  geailemea  of  the  new  States 
that,  in  a  variety  of  instances,  there  were  setters  who 
had  entered  not  more  land  than  was  Imrely  suii- 
cient  for  their  cultivation,  intending  at  a  future 
period  to  purchase  more  for  the  various  nses  of  a 
farm,  such  as  timber,  pasturage,  etc.  Now  tbe 
qnesiion  was,  shall  persons  thus  situated  be  cut  dfif 
from  the  benefits  of  this  bill,  even  where  they 
owned  so  small  a  quantity  of  land  as  forty  acres, 
while  every  individual  in  the  old  States  had  the 
privilege  of  purchasing  at  the  reduced  price  siz 
hundred  and  forty  acres,  with  the  condition  only  of 
setthng  on  it.  ^nd  inasmuch  as  the  provisions 
of  this  bill  limited  the  quantity  to  be  entered,  the 
committee  conld'see  no  such  danger  from  monopoly 
or  speculation  as  had  been  intimated  on  that  floor. 

Mr.  CLAY  of  Kentucky  said  that,  without  in- 
tending any  disrespect  to  the  committee,  he  thought 
their  leport  was  not  in  conformity  with  the  instruc- 
tions of  the  Senate.  The  instructions  contained 
two  specific  restrictiona;  the  first  was  to  limit  the 
provisions  of  the  bill  to  the  actaal  settler,  and  tbe 
second  was  to  limit  the  quantity.  Though  the 
number  of  acres  was  left  blank  in  the  instru^aions, 
he  expected  that  the  committee  would  have  filled  it. 
Now,  when  a  bill  is  sent  to  a  committee  with  spe- 
cific instructions,  he  thought  the^jT  were  bound,  to 
conform  strictly  to  ihem,  and  so  to  r(>mridei  the  bill 
as  that  the  intetttion  of  the  instructions  »hail  be  ful- 
filled; but,  in  the  present  instance,  the  committee 
have  not  confined  themselves  to  this  duty,  but  have 
recommended  an  extension  of  the  bpntfits  tcano. 
their  class.  Now  he  had  no  objection  lo  anv  indi- 
vidual member  of  the  committee  oflVring  this 
amendment,  but  he  did  object  to  its  being  brought 
before  the  b<idy  with  the  official  weight  and  sanction 
of  the  committee  in  favor  of  its  adoptir  n.  He  sfiid 
that  much  as  to  the  manner  in  which  the  pioposi- 
tion  was  brought  forward^  and  he  would  no  at  (;ay 
a  few  words  in  relation  to  its  merits.' 

He  thought  there  was  no  difficulty  toprei'ent 
any  owner  of  a  farm  to  purchase  the  wssie  laods 
Xiontiguous  to  it  at  ono  dollar  and  twenty  five  cents 
per  acre;  and  he  thought  if  any  rich- land,  d  propri- 
etor wished  to  add  section  after  section  to  their  nl- 
most  unbounded  posses^ ion j^,  In  ihern  do  it,  but  let 
it  be  at  the  Goveinment  price.  Now  what  is  to  be 
the  effect  of  the  amend BKot  proposed  by  the*  Com- 
mittee? It  is  that  any  farmer  or  planter  in  the 
new  States  will  be  enabled  to  parehaw  land  at  the 
reduced  pricSes,  while  the  citisensof  the  old  States 
would  be  preeluded  ftroin  •doing  so.  •  How  can  «the 
Senators  from  the  old  States  iiapport  tins  invidi- 
ous discrtiiiiAaliaB?.  Qmmu  tbeSiMMoit  from 
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Pieniisytvanmand  Virginia  Ao  so— he  alluded  more 
particularly  to  yiiginia»  as  she  had  bestowed  the 
most  princely  gift  that  was  ever  bestowed  by  one 
GovemmeBt  upon  another.  Where  is  the  authori- 
ty in  law,  constitution,  justice  or  equity,  to  make 
this  distinction  between  the  citizens  of  the  old  and 
newState&l  He  could  see  none,  and  he  thought 
that  none  .existed. 

Mr.  C.  said  if  we  were  compelled  to  act  on  this 
subject  at  the  present  time,  he  was  for  restricting 
the  operations  of  the  bill  as  much  as  possible.  But 
he  thought  it  very  unwise  at  this  session  to  legis- 
late at  all  upon  this  subject,  for  reasons  he  had 
given  at  a  foimer  day;  but  if  we  are  to  act,  let  us 
conform  to  the  sense  of  the  Senate  as  expressed  in 
their  instructions.  The  Senate,  by  their  role  on 
that  question,  declared  its  intention  to  be  to  limit 
the  advantages  of  the  bill  to  actual  settlers.  He 
was  for  sustaining  that  declaration,  and  trusted 
there  would  be  no  enlargement  of  its  provisions. 

After  the  question  was  taken  on  the  recommit- 
ment, and  decided  in  the  affirmative,  an  appeal  was 
made  by  different  Senators  to  the  mover  [Mr.  Clat 
of  Kentucky]  to  withdraw  the  call  for  the  yeas  and 
nays  on  the  instractions  to  confine  the  provisions 
of  the  bill  to  actual  settlers,  to  which  he  assented. 

Mr.  SMITH  of  Indiana  then  rose,  and  objected; 
he  said  he  had  voted  to  recommit  the  bill,  but  it 
was  with  a  knowledge  that  the  question  upon  the 
instructions  was  still  pending;  without  the  instruc- 
tions he  could  not  have  given  that  vote.  He  now 
required  that  the  yeas  and  nays  shall  be  pat  up- 
on the  journals,  that  it  may  be  seen  who  are  the 
friends  of  the  actual  settler,  in  preference  to  the 
speculator.  His  previous  vote  would  then  be  fully 
explained.  He  went  for  graduation;  but  he  wish- 
ed the  benefit  of  the  reduced  price  to  enure  to  tne 
actual  settler. 

Mr.  CLAY  of  Kentucky  was  not  aware  that  he 
exhibited  this  morning  any  thing  like  the  boldness 
which  had  been  attributed  to  him  by  the  Senator 
ftom  Mississippi.  It  was  a  quality  of  which  he 
never  boasted,  and  of  which  he  did  not  believe  he 
was  particularly  deficient.  The  boldness  which  be 
exhibited,  according  to  the  Senator  from  Mississip- 
pi; was  an  attempt  to  array  the  old  States  against 
the  new,  and  to  contrast  their  population.  Now  if 
there  had  been  an  attempt  to  discriminate  between 
the  old  and  new  States,  it  was  the  amendment 
brought  in  by  the  Senator  from  Mississippi  and  bis 
colleague  on  the  committee;  and  even  admitting 
that  there  had  been  an  extraordinary  degree  of 
boldness,  it  was  not  exhibited  till  it  was  necessary 
to  speak  the  truth.  What  was  the  proposition  of 
he  Senator  from  Mississippi?  It  was  to  liisfran- 
chise  the  old  States;  to  cut  off  from  the  privileges  of 
this  bill  the  thirteen  old  States  who  established  our 
independence,  in  favor  of  the  occupants  in  the  new 
Stales.  The  object  of  the  Senate,  on  a  former  occa- 
sion, was  to  restrict  the  settlements  io  emigrants 
from  all  the  Stat&s;  but,  not  content  with  that  re- 
striction, it  was  proposed  to  extend  th'*  privilege 
to  owners  o(  lands  in  the  large  Slates,  who  have 
been  settled  for  years;  to  make  grants  to  them  at 
the  expense  of  the  freeholders  of  Virginia,  Penn- 
sylvania, and  the  other  old.States. 

Mr.  C.  denied  that  he  had  aitempted  to  array  the 
old  States  against  the  new.  It  was  the  gentlemen 
who  repelled  every  attempt  to  make  this  common 
property  cdnducive  to  the  common  beoefit — who 
seek,  in  the  way  of  graduation  and  pre-emption 
laws,  to  secure  exclusive  privileges  for  their  own 
States;  and  the  moment  a  proposition  was  made  to 
rerder  the  benefits  from  this  common  property 
common,  the  answer  was:  Oh,  no!  that  is  injurious 
to  the  new  Stales.  Mr.  C.  said  that  no  part  of  his 
policy  ever  looked  to  a  single  section.  His  object 
had  been  to  seek  the  good  of  the  whole. 

_But  the  Senator  from  Mississippi  tells  us  that  if 
there  has  been  a  discrimination,  it  was  made  by 
me  in  the  proposition  to  limit  the  right  to  purchase 
to  actual  settlers,  at  the  reduced  price.  This  he 
denied.  His  proposition  applied  to  all  the  inhabi- 
tants of  all  the  States  who  chose  to  emigraie  and 
settle  down  on  the  public  lands.  His  proposition 
was  not  limited  to  any  part  of  the  Union.  It  was 
offered  to  aU  the  poor  and  indigent  in  all  qiia/ters 
of  the  Union.  In  regard  to  the  resident  proprietors 
JBL  the  new  States,  iti  .ninety-aine  cases  out  of  a 


hundred,  they  had  made  enough  out  of  the  Govern- 
ment. In  Illinois,  Indiana,  and  Ohio,  immense 
>fortune8  had  been  made  by  the  entry  of  lands  after 
they  had  been  five  years  in  the  market,  and  their 
subsequent  sale. 

Mr.  C.  concluded  with  some  remarks  in  reply  to 
the  argument  of  Mr.  Smith  of  Indiana,  that  the 
settlement  enhancei  the  value  of  tlie  remaining 
lands. 

Mr.  ROANE  said,  that  throughout  the  whole 
discussion  of  this  interesting  subject,  during  the  last 
session  of  Congress,  he  had  contented  himself  with 
giving  a  silent  vote  against  a  bill  similar  to  that 
now  undvr  consideration.  He  should  have  pur- 
sued the  same  course  on  the  present  occasion,  but 
for  the  remarks  which  have  just  /alien  fcom  (he  ho- 
norable Senator  from  Mississippi,  [Mr.  Walker.] 
He  rOse  to  repel  the  idea  ihat  Virginia,  in  any  part 
of  her  conduct,  p^sl  or  present,  has  ever  manifested 
the  sli|;hte$t  jealousy  towards  the  new  Slates,  or  the 
possibility  that  such  a  feeling  can  exist.  He  would 
furthermore  inform  that  Senator,  ihal  whatever  he 
might  think  of  the  desire  of  the  Senator  from  Ken- 
tucky [Mr.  Clat]  to  excite  th?  jealousy  of  the  old 
Stales,  e-specially  Ftrginia,  against  the  new  ones, 
that  it  is  far  above  the  power  of  that  eloquent  Se- 
nator, even  if  he  desired  so  to  do,  (which  I  am 
sure  he  does  not,)  or  of  any  mortal  man,  to  excite 
such  a  feeling.  Virginia  jealous  of  the  new  States! 
Why,  sir,  thty  are  flesh  ef  her  flesh,  and  blood  of 
her  blood.  There  has  been  no  earthly  causae  for 
jealousy;  there  never  can  beany.  It  has  always 
been  her  high  pride  to  have  contributed  as  much 
as  she  has  done  towards  their  birth  and  iheir 
growth.  As  long  as  the  hardy  and  enterprising 
sons  of  Virginia  left  her  barren  or  her  exhausted 
soil,  and  for  a  moderate  price  purchased  pufr/ic  land 
as  rich  as  the  banks  of  the  Nile,  their  mother  State 
had  no  other  feeling  than  that  of  gratifica 
lion  and  pleasure  at  knowing,  that  whilst  in  the 
far  \Vest  they  had  greatly  bettered  their 
own  condition,,  they  had,  at  the  same 
time,  contributed  largely  to  the  productive  la- 
bor of  the  nation,  and  tlie  best  interests  of  all  the 
Stales,  for  which  she  had  made  so  many  generous 
sacrifices,  and  for  which,  only,  was  the  land  ceded 
by  her  to  the  United  States.  She  has  had  cause, 
sir,  to  enjoy  more  than  thisurdinary  share  of  pa- 
rental pleasure.  Whilst  looking  throagh  your  Le- 
gislative, Executive  and  Judicial  halls,  in  all  time 
past  and  present,  she  has  felt  her  b<)som  throb  with 
pridt  and  joy,  at  seeing  her  enterprising  sons,  from 
ail  the  Stales  and  Territories  to  which  they  had  mi- 
grated, sitting  on  their  benches,  and  distinguished 
for  their  talents  and  their  patriotism.  Away  then 
wiih  the  idea  of  the  jealousy  of  Virginia,  of  the 
growth  and  prosperity  of  her  daughters  and  sisters 
of  the  We»t.  As  well  might  you  talk  about  the 
jealousy  of  the  home  bee,  ef  the  sedulous  laboi-ers 
who  range  abroad,  and  return  loaded  with  honey 
extracted  from  every  flower  of  the  forest,  for  the 
common  benefit  of  the  whole  hive.  As  well  might 
yon  talk  of  a  jealousy  of  our  hardy  tars,  who  drive 
our  noble  merehantmen  into  every  sea,  and  return 
te  our  ports  freighted  with  the  rich  products  of 
every  clime.  Sir,  1  appose  this  bill,  not  from  any 
feeling  of  jealousy,  but  because  1  do  mast  consci- 
entiously think  it  illegal  and  unjuit.  The  land 
to  which  it  relates  was  ceded  for  the  common 
benefit  of  ail  the  States.  Here,  sir,  are  the 
very  words  of  the  grant  made  by  Virginia,  and 
if  the  drafusman  of  those  articles  of  cession  could 
have/oresem  a  purpose  to  divert  these  lands  from 
the  objects  in  contemplation,  he  could  not  have 
used  stronger  language;  after  making  certain  re- 
servations, the  articles  of  cession  shy,  that  all  the 
remaining  land,  '*MaZ<  he  eoirndtrtd  as  a  eonvmoh 
fwidfor  the  %ut  anA  htnefit  pf  suefc  of  the  United 
States  as  have  beetnne  or  shall  heeome  members  of  the 
eonfederoHon  or  Fsderal  aUiwee  ef  the  said  Statest 
Firginuiinciwwet  aeewding  to  thnr  vsual  respeethe 
proporlions  in  the  general  charge  and  expenditwrey 
and  shall  hefaUhfuUy  and  bona  fide  disposed  of  for 
that  purpose,  and  for  no  other  use  or  msrpose  whatso- 
ever. "  These,  sir,  are  the  terms  of  the  eest^ioa— can 
.vords  be  stronger — can  language  be  plainer  than 
(his?  But,  sir,  how  has  this  **eommonfund"  been 
disposed  of?  I  « ill  not  now  dwell  upon  the  mil- 
lions of  aerts  which  have  been  diverted  from,  it  to 


private  and  local  purposes.  As  lo.  g,  sir,  as  people 
would  cross  the  Atlantic  ocean,  and  bay  the  MiNt« 
lands  at  the  very  low  price  always  demanded  foe 
them,  the  public  good  was  greatly  advanced,  be- 
cause we  were  by  that  process  supplied  with  o&e 
of  our  greatest  wants,  population.  As  loisg  as  fer- 
tile public  lands  could  be  purcha<ied  at  the  Qoverar 
me  lit  price,  by  our  poor  and  enterprising  citi- 
zens of  the  old  Stales,  the  public  interest  wis 
greatly  promoted  by  ioiproving  the  industry  and 
increasing  the  weaith  o(  the  nation  at  large.  Bat, 
sir,  whenever  the  intention  or  the  effect  of  any 
measure  in  regard  to  the  public  land^,  is  to  divert 
them  from  the  purposes  fur  which  they  were  soi)b- 
viously,  and,  in  my  opinion,  so  justly  designec^^or 
without  adding  one  soul  to^  the  popalation  of  the 
United  States,  or  one  iota  to  their  wealth,  the 
efi'cct  is  merely  and  only  to  transpose  people  from  the 
East  10  the  ITesf— yes,  sir,  to  induu  them  to  leave 
good  lands  and  comfortable  hearths,  to  settle  oa  the 
"  reftise  lands^^  in  the  new  Stales,  merely  lo  swell 
their  population,  I  for  one  will  enter  my  dissenL 

Mr.  President,  Virginia  has  been  drained  of 
much  of  her  wealth,  and  her  population,  and  with 
it  has  gone  many,  very  many  of  her  men  of  eate^ 
prise,  genius  and   talent;  but,  sir,  of  this  we  have 
never  complained,  because,  although  it  might  be  t 
local  loss,  it  nevertheless  contributed  to  the  genetal 
g(K)d  of  the  whole  Union;  ami,  sir,  should  tbitfree 
and  voluntary  emigration  to  the/ertUe  lands  of  the 
West  continue  till  Virginia  should  become  a  desert- 
ed wilderness,  ihere  could  be  no  just  cause  of  ooia- 
plaint-.    What  I  do  complain  of  is  this,  that  t 
sponge  should  be  applied  to  her  siirface,  to  takeap 
from  ii  every  remaining  soul,  and  to  sqaeezethem 
out  upr>n  the  ''lefuse  lands,"  the  pine  barrens, and 
sand  hills  of  the  new  Stales.    Thai  when  there  is  ao 
more  public  land  worth  cu'tiva ling  lefiintbeoew 
Sraie5,  i\  bounty  should  be  offered  to  the  inhabitantsof 
the  old  ones  to  come  and  seUle  on  their  **refuse  laads." 
Bur,  Mr.  President,  [  see  that  this  bill  takes  caie 
to  ()c.  mil  ail  persons  owning  lands  adjacent  to  the 
public  lands,  as  well  as  the  actual  settler,  topa^ 
chase  i\  section  (six   hundred  and  forty  acres)  at 
the  reduced  price  of  seventy-five  cents  an  acre,  aid 
goes  on  most  carefully  to  provide,  that  after  haviag 
purchased  those  six  hundred  and  forty  acres  at  tfaH 
price,  they  may  be  at  iib«rty  to  purchase  asnraeh 
more  rrA  they  may  choose,  at  the  present  Goven- 
ment  price  of  one  dollar  and  twenty-five  ceais  per 
acre;  atid,  sir,  it  is  not  hazaiding  much  to  ssjM 
land  that  is  not  worth   one  dollar  and  twenty-five 
Cf  nis,  i^  not  worth  seventy-five  cents.    The  effert 
of  this  bill,  if  it  passes,  will  be  to  enable  the  laid- 
holders  contiguous  to  thtt   public  lands,  to  ealaige 
greatly  their  domains,  at  a  very  reduced  price.  Il   , 
18  an  old  saying,  that  poor  land  is  not  a  safe  frieid, 
but    an    excellent    neighbor.      Sir,    who   (hit 
has  a  feitile  tract  of  land  which  he  wishes  to 
bring   into  fall  cultivation,  does  not   know  the 
value   of  p(^or  contiguoos  lands?    He  eaa  wdl 
afford  to  pay    a  good  price  for    them,  whether 
his  object  be  to  keep  off  bad  neighbors,  toohtiii 
water,  fuel,  timber,  range,  minerals,  or  anythiBf 
ehc;  even,  sir,  to  swell  his  acres,  and  gratify  iM 
pride  by  enlarging  his  domain.     In  every  poasilde 
view  which  I  can  take  of  this  .subject,  not  omlttill 
that  contained  in  the  report  of  the  Committee  m 
Finance,  and  the  accompanying  letter  of  the  S^ 
creiary  of  the  Treasury,  which  I  have  carefaHy 
read,  I  am  constrained  to  vote  against  the  aoeMi- 
ment,  an  J  against  ihe  bill;  and  in  so  doing,  I  ^  | 
Clare  again,  that  I  have  no  other  interest  or  feeliiC 
than  a  settled  conviction  that  they  are  in  violaltfi 
of  law,  justice,  and  equity. 

Mr.  Presi'Jeht,  I  cannot  resame  my  seat  withoil 
expressing  my  sincere  wialKthat  this  whole  safcjed 
could,  in  some  manner  satisfactory  and  just  toa)l| 
be  withdrawn  from  the  scope  of  cur  legisialiea 
It  is  a  delicate,^  intricate,  and  important  solifccL 
It  is  every  day  becoming  more  and  more  aapl<t' 
sant;  and  sooner  than  that,  which  was  imeadedty 
our  forefathers  as  a  bond  of  cement,  and  a  (atim  ■ 
wealth  to  us  all,  should  become  a  bitter  appteif 
discord  among  friends  and  brethiwa,  I  for  one  as 
willing  to  vote  for  any  naottore  which  the  ssdt^  \ 
wisdom,  justice  and  patriotism  of  Congress  Ml 
devise  to  dispose  finally  and  forever  of  thissubyeB^ 
as  one  of  national  legislation.     I  wonld  do  thii  SM 
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bjcaose  /  have  any  material  objection  to  oar  land 
ijsleiD,  bur,  sir,  I  would  do  it  for  peace,  harmony, 
iDd  rriend»hip.  Bat,  Mr.  President,  until  some 
soeS  m^asore  shall  be  aclopted,  I  nev%r  will,  whilst 
I  retain  a  .«eat  here,  vote  for  laws  in  retrard  to  this 
SQbjfet  which  neither  my  andersi ending  nor  my 
eoaseience  can  sanction. 
Oq  motion  by  Mr.  CRITTENDEN,  the  Senate 
I      idjonmed. 

GRADUATION  BILL. 

DEBATE  IN  THE  SENATE. 
Tuesday,  January  8,  1839. 
The  bill  for  the  graduation  and  reduction  of  the 
price  or  the  public  lands  eame  upas  the  speaial 
order,  the  question  being  on  the  amendment  of 
Mr.  Cut  of  Alabana,  proposing  to  extend  the 
pririlej^e  of  purchasing  at  the  reduced  prices  to 
eoni/iooas  landholders,  to  the  amendment  proposed 
by  the  Committee  on  the  public  Lands,  under  the 
iostrnctions  of  ihe  Senate  when  the  recommitment 
v&s  ordered. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN,  who  was  entitled  to  the 
floor,  addressed  the  Senate  at  length  in  opposition 
toth«bi!l.    He   thought  that  it  was  a  premature 
I     measai^.    It  proposed  to  reduce  the  price  of  refuse 
[     lands,  but  it  would  operate  on  all  the  public  lands 
!     in  marker.     There  are  upwards  of  seventy-one 
millioas  of  acres  now  m  market,  and  it  is'computed 
thai  not  more  than  three  millioas  of  acres  are  an- 
DoaHy  Vcqaired  for  settlement.    How  can  these  be 
(ailed  refuse  lands,  when  there  is  twenty  times  the 
qoaatity  bmiu;ht  into  market  that  there  is  a  de- 
mand for.    He  thought  that  its  principal  tendency 
voQid  be  to  excite  speculation  in  the  public  landf. 
A  few  years  since,  there  were  twenty  millions  jof 
'     dollir^^  invested,  when  the  lands  were  held  at  one 
dollar  and  tWenty-five  cents  per  acre,    and  this 
aooont  would  be  greatly  exceeded  were  they  re- 
duced to  i^eventy-five  cents.    By  the  provisions  of 
the  biH,  the  richest  landholder   would  be  placed 
vpcD  nn  equal  footing  with  the  poorest  occupant, 
-    which  he  could  not  assent  to.    He    was  also  op- 
posed to  the  bid  on  account  of  the  discrimination 
made  between  citizens  of  the  different  States;  he 
tiioaght  it  invidious  and  unjust.    The  public  lands 
are  as  much  the  property  of  Kentucky  or  Massa- 
chu5«tt<:  avof  the  States  in  which  they  are  situated. 
The?  are  the  common  property  of  all  the  States  of 
thi<  Union,  and  we  arc  merely  trustees  to  manage 
ii  for  (he  public  benefit.    He  knew  of  no  reasoa 
why  a  landholder  in  Alabama  or  Arkansas  should 
haro  nn  exclusive  privilege  of  purchasing  at  a  re- 
doeed  raie  niore  than  a  landholder  in  Kentucky  or 
Tir^inia.    Mr.  O.  went  into  an  elaborate  argu- 
ment to  prove  that  his  colleague  [Mr.  Clat]  was 
not  an  enemy  of  the  new  States,  and  referred  to 
the  whole  coarse  of  his  life  to  contradict  the  asser- 
tion.  On  the    contrary,  he  had  been   denounc- 
ed, in    another   feciion    of   the   Union,  as   an 
enemy  of  the  old  States,  and  he  supposed  he  was 
eonsiderrd  as  hottit  kumtxiii  gentrit;  bat  he   was  of 
opinion  that  some  of  the  advocates  of  the  measure 
were  more  anxious  to  fix  this  charge  of  enmity  to 
the  new  Slates  on  his  Colleague  than  they  were 
eoQvinoed  of  its  troth,  and  he  thought  that  the  pro- 
priety or  impropriety  of  paisiog  the  bill  wa^  not 
determined  by  the  fact  that  his  ooUeague  was  hos- 
tile or  otherwise  to  the  interests  of  the  West.      It 
was  natural  enough  that  Senators  who  represent 
fbose  States  that  are  seelnng  these  exclusive  privi- 
leges should,  in  their  zeal,  denounce  those  who  may 
think  it  their  duty  to  oppose  them  as  enemies  to  the 
Bew  States,  bat  was  it  fair,  was  it  generous?   Sup- 
pose the  old  Suies  should  ask  Congress  for  a  dona- 
tioa  of  five  millions  of  acres  for  the  purposes  of 
edoeatioo  or  internal  improvement,  and  that  a  bill 
for  that  purpose  was  brought  forwaurd  in  this  body, 
Iheir  Senatoni  would  lell  us  (hat  it  was  of  great  im- 
'  poftance  to  their  States  that  this  bill  should  pass, 
aid  enlarge  on  the  many  advantages  that  would 
•eerue  to  their  States  by  its  operation.      What 
'  ireuld  StnatoTS  say  if  every  one  opposed  te  the  pas- 

•  lage  of  such  a  bill  sboald  be  deiM>anced  as  an  ene- 

•  »y  of  the  old  Siateal?  yet  it  would  be  equally  gene- 
'  h>iis  and  jiut  with  the  epune  panned  by  the  advo- 
'-cates  of  the  mtefore  heforv  the  Senate.     We 


have  already  dealt  liberally,  very  liberally,  with 
the  new  States,  and  have  made  large  donations  to 
them  for  education  and  ether  purposes.  He  trust- 
ed that  the  proposition  of  giving  these  lands  away 
to  citizens  of  the  new  States  at  25  or  50  cents  per 
acre  less  than  to  citizens  of  other  portions  of  the 
Union  would  not  be  acceded  to. 

Mr.  YOUNG  of  Illinois,  siid,  in  reply  to  Mr. 
CaiTTENDEN  of  Keutucky:  I  rise  not,  Mr.  Presi- 
dent, for  any  purpose  of  crimination  or  recrimina- 
tion, or  to  impugn  the  motives  of  any,  on  this  or 
the  other  side  of  the  Chamber,  much  less  inten- 
tionally to  misrepresent  what  may  have  been  said 
by  honorable  Senators  here,  in  relation  to  thisi  all 
absorbing  subject  of  the  public  lands,  of  which 
we  have  heard  so  much  at  the  past  and  present  ses- 
sion of  Congress.  I  have  no  feelings  of  ill  will  to 
gratify-*no  pcr^nal  dislikes  to  induce  an  unkind 
expression  towards  any  Senator  who  may  have  is,* 
ken  part  in  these  discussions;  but  I  desire,  as  a 
duty  I  owe  to  the  people  I  represent,  to  defend  them 
against  unjust  animadversion,  and  to  put  some 
things  right  in  relaiion  to  the  debale  of  the  last  and 
the  present  session,  that  they  may  know  and  judge 
for  themselves  who  has,  and  who  has  not  been  mis- 
represented in  respect  to  these  debates,  and  the 
course  which  has  been  aiopted  and  acted  upon  by 
honorable  Seoatore  here  in  opposition  to  the  lead- 
ing measures,  which,  whether  well  or  ill  directed, 
have  from  time  to  time  been  brought  forward  to 
facilitate  the  settlement,  and  expedite  the  growth 
of  that  interesting  section  of  the  country  which 
stretches  along  the  immense  valley  of  ihe  West. 
Much  has  been  said,  Mr.  President,  in  the  progress 
of  the  debate  now  going  on,  relative  to  the  attitude 
assumed  by  the  able  Senator  from  Kentucky,  IMr. 
Clay,]  in  reference  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  new 
States,  who  have  settled  upon  the  public  lands;  and 
as  his  honorable  colleague  [Mr.  Crittenden]  has 
undertaken  his  defence  against  the  charge  of  hos- 
tility to  the  West,  denies  that  there  is  proof  to  sus- 
tain the  accusation,  and  says  that  his  colleague 
has  been  misrepresented  by  tho?e  who  are  deter- 
mined to  have  him  nolens  volens  an  enemy  to  the 
new  State?,  1  will  attempt  to  show,  that  although 
language  may  have  been  attributed  to  him  which 
he  did  not  use,  some  of  which  I  have  myself  seen 
in  the  pablic  prints,  that  still  enough  and  more 
than  enough  remains  to  sustain  all  the  material 
allefi:ations  that  have  been  urged  against  him. 

The  Senator  [Mr.  Crittenden]  asks,  why  it  is, 
that  his  colleague  [Mr.  Clay]  has,  alone  of  all  others, 
been  singled  out  as  ihe  object  of  vituperation  by 
the  friends  of  this  measure;  why  the  whole  foun- 
tain of  bitter '  <vafers  has  been  poured  out  up- 
on his  devoted  head;  and  why  it  is,  that  he  alone  is 
to  be  ofi*ered  up  as  a  sacrifice  upon  the  altar  of 
western  interests,  for  having  done  what  he  con- 
ceived to  be  his  duty  in  respect  to  the  greater  in- 
terests of  the  whole  Union.  Sir,  if  the  Senator 
from  Kentucky  [Mr.  ClayJ  stands  conspicuous  as 
the  object  of  attack  in  this  debate,  I  would  ask  his 
honorable  colleague,  [Mr.  Crittenden,]  who 
placed  him  in  that  condition?  Has  he  not,  above 
all  otherst  at  all  times,  and  upon  alt  occasions, 
when  the  .subject  of  the  public  lands  has  been  the 
topic  of  discussion,  taken  the  lead  in  denouncing 
the^e  lawUts  intruiwns  upon  the  public  domairi,  as 
he  is  pleased  to  term  them?  Has  he  not,  in  fact, 
to  use  his  own  expression,  battled  it  for  days  to- 
gether, "solitary,"  if  not  *'alone,"  against  our  pre- 
emption and  graduation  bills,  when  scarcely  a  man 
of  his  party  would  venture  to  the  rescue?  These 
things consideied, Mr.  President,  and  how  can  it  be 
matter  of  wonder  or  surprise  to  the  Senator  [Mr. 
Crittenden]  that  his  colleague  should  be  met  by 
the  Senators  from  the  new  States,  upon  the  ground 
he  himself  has  seen  fit  to  occupy,  so  far  in  advance 
of  his  aaseciates,  as  to  have  left  them  almost  en- 
tirely oat  of  sight  behind  him?  Mr.  President,  du- 
ring the  progress  of  the  debate  en  the  pre-emption 
bill,  at  the  last  session  of  Congress,  the  honorable 
Senator  from  Kentucky  [Mr.  Clay]  indulged  in  ex- 
pressions towards  the  settlers  of  the  new  States  who 
had  gone  apon  the  public  lands  for  the  purpose  of 
procuring  homes  for  themselves  and  families, 
which,  in  my  opinion,  they  did  not  deserve;  and  as 
they  wete  repeated  ou  mere  than  one  occasion  du- 
ring the  ooune  of  that  protracted  debate  with  the 


utmost  deliberation,  I  took  note  of  some  of  them  at 
the  time  that  they  were  uttered,  in  the  precise  terms 
employed  by  the  speaker  as  I  understood  him;  and 
as  I  wish  to  recur  to  these  expressions,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  showing  how  far,  in  this  respect,  the  hono- 
rable Senator  [Mr.  Clay]  may  or  may  not  have 
been  misrepresented,  as  is  supposed  by  his  honora- 
ble colleague,  [Mr.  Crittenden,]  I  will  refer  to 
them  as  I  took  them  down,  and  leave  the  Senate  to 
judge  whether  we  of  the  new  States,  or  (he  honora- 
ble Senator's  colleague,  has  had  xhe  most  cause  to 
complain  of  misrepresentation.  The  honorable  Se- 
nator [Mr.  Clay]  said,  when  discussing  the  merits 
of  the  pre-emption  bill,  and  of  those  who  were  to 
be  benefitted  by  its  provisions,  in  the  debate  of  the 
27th  of  January  last,  according  to  my  memorani- 
d  jm,  that  he  knew  of  no  law  or  principle  of  pro- 
priety, which  authorized  us  to  give  away  the  pub^ 
lie  lands  as  a  bounty  to  the  poor;  as  a  bounty  for  a 
violation  of  the  law;  that  he  viewed  it  (the  pre- 
emption bill)  as  a  license  to  a  set  of  lawless  intia- 
ders  to  go  upon  the  public  domain,  and  prevent  its 
sale  in  the  manner  prescribed  by  law;  that  he  looked 
upon  the  whole  system  of  pre-emptions  as  a  system 
of  boundless,  heartless,  (scandalous,  fraudulent  spe- 
culation; that  it  was  full  of  fraud,  abominable,  ex- 
ecrable fraud;  a  system  that  tainted,  corrupt«d,  and 
putrified  every  one  who  touched  it;  that  these  men 
(the  settlers  upon  the  pablic  lands)  might,  with 
equal  propriety,  seize  upon  our  forts  and  arsenals, 
our  ships  upon  the  ocean,  or  plunder  the  pablic 
money  in  the  Treasury,  and  appropriate  the  spoils 
among  them,  as  thus  to  seise  upon  the  public 
domain,  and  hold  it  against  the  just  demand  of  the 
Government.  Such,  Mr.  President,  are  some  of 
(he  expressions  in  which  the  Senator  from  Ken^ 
tucky  [Mr.  Clay]  indulged  at  the  late  session  of 
Congress  towards  the  settlers  of  the  West.  But  it 
IS  said  that  he  has  been  misrepresented,  intentionally 
misrepresented;  and  that  language  has  been  attri- 
buted to  him  on  the  occasion  referred  to  which  he 
never  uttered.  This,  sir,  to  some  extent,  may  be 
true.  I  have  seen  some  newspaper  reports  of  that 
debate  which  contained  expressions  which  I  do  not 
remember  to  have  heard  in  the  terms  supposed  to 
have  bee^  employed;  but  the  inferences  drawn 
were,  nevertheless,  in  most  instances,  correct  logi- 
cil  deductionsrom  the  premises,  as  admitted  to 
have  been  staled  in  the  debate.  As,  (or  example, 
the  Senator  [.Vlr.  Clay]  did  not  say  in  so  many 
words  that  the  seulers  upon  ihe  public  lands  were 
pirates,  but  he  diil  say  that  they  might,  with  equal 
propriety,  have  seized  upon  our  ships  upon  the 
ocean,  and  hold  them  against  the  lawful  right  of 
the  nation,  as  thus  to  seize  upon  th«  public 
lands,  and  defeat,  by  unlawful  combinations, 
a  just  competition  at  the  public  sales  in 
the  manner  prescribed  by  law.  And  what  is 
thisbulacharj^e  of  piraci/?  And  what  else  is  a 
man  who  commits  an  overt  act  of  ptracy,  such 
as  the  Scntalor  [Mr.  Clay]  has  describ<fd,  but  a  pi- 
rate? Me  did  not  .««y  that  ibey  were  rvbbers,  but 
lie  characterized  >hem  as  robbers,  by  assimilating 
their  supposed  offences  to  a  seizure  of  the  public 
forts  and  arsenals— to  a  plundering  of  the  public 
Treasury;  and  what  is  this  but  robbery  or  larceny, 
according  to  the  circumstance  of  force  or  no  'orce, 
in  despoiling  the  Government  of  iis  property? 
Mr.  President,  we  have  a  class  of  speculators  I 
could  mention,  who  are  well  known  in  the  new 
Slates,  who  are,  perhaps,  justly  obni»xious  to  the 
Senator's  charge  of  piracy;  but  they  are  not  the  pre- 
emptioners,  or  the  squatters  on  the  public  lands, 
who  have  gone  there  without  injury  to  any  one,  for 
the  purpose  of  providing  homes  for  themselves 
and  children,  and  who  expect  to  pay  a  reasonable 
price  for  tbem  as  soon  as  they  arc  brought  into  the 
market.  No,  hir,  it  is  an  antagoni.*t  imprest.  The 
land  pirates  I  speak  t^f  arc  certain  gentlemen  who 
make  it  their  trade  to  go  about  the  country  seeking 
whom  they  may  devour— who  visit  this  city,  and 
the  other  cities  of  the  Union,  purohasing  up  ad- 
verse claims  to  land  at  a  cheap  rate,  long  since 
abandoned  and  supposed  to  be  worthless  by  their 
holders— bujing  up  old  musty  patents,  for  ten  or 
twenty  dollars  each,  to  lands  that  have  been  sold 
for  taxes  many  years  ago,  and  long  since  passed 
redemption;  ay,  dealing  in  all  sorts  of  claims, 
which  have  colec  enongh  to  alarm  the  fears  of  the 
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himaJitU  seiiler,  and  lorce  him,  howt^verreiuclanily, 
to  the  alleruaiive  ol  an  unjii«t  compromise,  or  ihat 
which  is  infinitely  worse,  a  conrsc  of  rainous  liti- 
gation. Yes,  Mr.  President,  in  this  way  siripping 
the  honest  settler  of  his  hard  earnings,  and  expos- 
ing him  anew  to  all  the  hardships  and  privations 
incident  to  the  life  of  a  squatter  when  he  first  en- 
ters npoii  the  wilderness,  and  scarcely  knows  to- 
day on  what  he  is  to  subsist  to-morrow.  Sir,  so 
much  was  said  to  the  disparagement  of  these  set- 
tlers upon  the  public  lands,  ihat-  the  honorable 
Senator  from  Maisachusetts,  [Mr.  Webster,]  not 
now  in  his  place,  who  had  just  before  that  time 
returned  from  an  excursion  to  the  West— who  had 
seen  them  at  their  humble  homes,  and  partaken  of 
their  hospiiality,  rude  though  it  may  have  been,  felt 
himself  constrained  to  stand  forward  in  their  de- 
fence. He  did  defend  them;  and  in  the  ac- 
count he  gave  of  them  here  in  his  place,  he  did 
them  ample  justice.  Sir,  1  will  say  no  more  on 
this  branch  of  the  subject,  except  to  add,  without 
intending  any  disparagement  by  the  comparison, 
that  so  far  as  intelligence,  industry  and  enterprise 
are  concerned,!  that  the  people  of  Illinois  possess 
the^e  attributes  in  as  high  a  degree  as  the  people  of 
Kentucky,  or  any  of  the  old  States;  and  that  they 
would  as  bear  from  knowingly  committing  an 
offence  against  the  laws  of  the  Union  as  the  Sena- 
tor's constituents,  or  the  constiiuente  of  any  other 
gentleman  upon  this  floor.  No,  sir:  they  never 
ha^e  believed  that  in  going  upon  the  public  lands 
they  thereby  became  lawless  intruders,  and  despoil- 
ers  of  the  public  property;  and  our  whole  course 
of  legislation,  in  reference  to  the  settlements  upon 
the  public  lands,  since  the  year  1813,  justifies  them 
in  this  position. 

I  will  now  proceed  to  quote  .«ome  passages  from 
the  Senate  journal  of  the  last  session,  in  relation 
to  the  pre-emption  bill,  and  see  how  far  the  hono- 
rable Senator's  course  is  reconcileable  with  West- 
ern interests,  in  proposing  and  voting  for  amend- 
ments which  were  evidently  intended  to  embarrass 
the  progress  of  the  bill,  and  ultimately,  if  carried, 
to  defeat  its  passage.  There  is  something  mote 
in  these  amendments,  Mr.  President,  than  mere 
opposition  to  a  measure  of  pre-emption,  such  as 
was  proposed  by  the  bill  of  the  last  !'ession.:-6ome 
principles  involved  which  I  cannot  subscribe  to;  an 
import  and  tendency  on  their  face,  fraught  with 
much  mischief,  if  they  had  been  adopted.  Hence 
I  desire  to  speak  of  them,  and  expose,  if  I  can, 
their  deformities  to  the  Senate  and  the  people.  On 
the  27th  of  Jaii^uary^  1838,  the  Senate  resumed,  a^ 
in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  the  bill  to  grant  pre- 
emption rights  to  settlers  en  the  public  lands.  The 
honorable  Senator  from  Maryland  [Mr.  Merrick] 
proposed,  as  an  amendment  to  the  bill,  the  follow- 
ing proviso:  "Provided*  That  the  right  of  pre-emp- 
tion granted  by  this  act,  or  the  act  hereby  revived, 
shall  not  accrue  to  any  other  persons  than  those 
who  were,  on  the  1st  d:.y  of  December,  1837,  citi- 
zens of  the  United  States;  and  such  citizenship  shall 
in  all  cases  be  established  by  legal  and  competent 
testimony,  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  register  and 
receiver  of  the  land  district  in  which  the  lands  may 
lie,  prior  to  any  entry  thereof  by  vitlue  of  the  pro- 
visions of  this  act." 

On  the  ytw  and  nays  being  demanded  by  the 
Senator  from  Missouri,  [Mr.  Benton,]  the  follow- 
ing was  the  vote: 

*Tor  the  amendment,  Messrs.  Bayard,  Clay  of 
Kentucky,  Clayton,  Crittenden,  Knight,  Merrick, 
Prentiss,  Preston,  Rives,  Robbins,  Smith  of  India- 
na, Southard,  Spence,  Tallmadge,  and  Tipton— 15. 
Against  it,  Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Brown,  Bu- 
c'lanan,  Calhoun,  Clay  of  Aiabama,  Cuthbert, 
Fulton,  Grundy,  Hubbard,  King,  Linn,  Lumpkin, 
Lyon,  Mouton,  Nicholas,  Nilcs,  Norvell,  Pierce, 
Ro.nne,  Robinson,  Sevier,  Walker,  Webster, 
White,  Williams  Wright,  and  Young— 28." 

Here,  Mr.  President,  was  a  proposition  to  limit 
the  benefits  of  the  bill  to  native  and  naturalized 
citizens,  to  the  exclusion  of  those  who  were  fo. 
reigners  but  not  naturalize  1;  an  attempt  at  a  limita-- 
t]on  in  our  land  sales  hitherto  unknown  under  the 
ditfeient  pre-emption  laws  parsed  for  the  benefit  of 
the  citizens  of  the  new  States,  which,  in  my  judg- 
ment, was  both  invidious-and  nnjust.  And  for  this 
the  Senator  from  Kentucky  [Mr.  Clat]  voted.    la 


this  not  hostility  to  the  West?  I,  sir,  will  never 
consent  to  this  distinction. «  Foreigners,  Mr.  Presi- 
dent, are  required,  by  the  constitution  and  laws  of 
Illinois,  to  work  on  the  public  highways,  to  perform 
militia  duty,  and  to  pay  taxes  for  the  support  of 
the  Government;  and  they  are  permitted  in  re  turn, 
by  the  same  constitution  and  laws,  to  purchare, 
hold  and  enjoy  real  and  other  property,  and  after- 
wards to  transmit  the  same  to  heirs  or  assignees,  by 
will  or  otherwise,  and,  after  six  months  residence, 
(having  become  inhabitants  of  the  State,)  to  vote 
at  all  election?;  and  this,  sir,  before  naturalization. 
The  discrimination  attempted,  so  far  at  least  as  Il- 
linois is  concerned,  was  odious  and  unjust;  and 
being  unjust,  I,  as  an  Illinoian,  could  not  have 
done  otherwise  than  to  have  opposed  it  as  I  did. 
And,  sir,  it  met  with  a  signal  rebuke  in  the ^noic, 
in  the  heavy  vote  that  was  cast  against  it. 

The  Senator  from  Kentucky  [Mr.  Ci^t]  then 
proposed  himself  to  amend  the  bill,  by  adding  thereto 
the  following  section:  "" 

*'Sec.  2.  Andbe  it  further  enatUd,  That  all  settle- 
ments upon  the  public  lands  subsequent  to  the  first 
day  of  Decembor,  1837,  shall  be,  and  are  hereby 
strictly  prohibited;  and  the  President  shall  be,  and 
hereby  is  authorized  and  reqaired  to  cause  all  per- 
sons who  may  settle  on  the  public  lands,  subse- 
qaeRt  to  the  day  aforesaid,  to  be  removed  there- 
from." 

On  the  yeas  and  navs  being  ordered  on  the  de- 
mand ef  the  Senator  from  Kentucky,  [Mr  Clay,] 
the  following  was  the  vote:  For  the  Hon.  Senator's 
amendment,  Me-^srs.  Bayard,  Calhoun,  Clay  of 
Kentucky,  Clayton,  Crittenden,  Davis,  Knight, 
Merrick,  Prentiss,  Preston,  Rives,  Roane,  Robbins, 
Ru?gle8,  Smith  of  Indiana,  Southard,  Spence, 
Tallmadge,  Tipton,  Webster,  and  While— 21. 
Against  it,  Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Brown,  Bu- 
chanan, Cray  of  Alabama,  Cuthbert,  Fulton, 
Grundy,  Hubbard,  Linn,  Lumpkin,  Lyon,  Mou- 
ton, Nicholas,  Niles,  Norvell,  Pierce,  Robinson, 
Sevier,  Walker,  Williams,  Wright,  and. Young— 
23. 

Here,  sir,  was  a  distinct  proposition,  not  only 
strictly  prohibiting  all  settlements  upon  the  public 
lands  after  the  first  day  of  December,  1837,  but 
requiring  the  President  lo  cause  such  persons  as 
might  g«  upon  them,  to  be  forthwith  removed,  by 
a  military  force,  I  presume,  it  necessary.  Is  this 
not  hostility  to  the  West?  Sir,  shall  it  be  said  to 
the  new  States,  now  lUne  in  number,  in  this  great 
Confederacy  of  twenty -six  independent  sove- 
reignties, that  the  lands  within  their  limits  shall  not 
be  settled,  until  the  pleasure  of  the  old  States,  how- 
ever long  withheld;  and  that,  if  our  citizens 
should  chance  to  go  upon  them,  they  are 
be  seized  upon  and  removed  by  the  strong  arm  of 
the  Federal  Government?  No,  sir,  I  deny  this 
right  of  making  the  public  domain,  as  it  is  called, 
subject  matter  of  revenue  to  the  prejudice  ot  the 
settlement  of  the  States  in  which  it  may  be  situat- 
ed. And  here,  sir,  permit  me  to  avail  myself  of 
the  authority  of  an  extract  from  the  able  and  con- 
clusive speech,  delivered  before  the  (General  As- 
sembly of  Virginia,  by  the  honorable  Senator,  [Mr. 
Clat,]  on  opening  the  Kentucky  mi^aion  on  the 
14th  of  Februaiy,  1822,  in  a  case  in  point.  The 
extract  is  taken  from  the  Richmond  Enquirer,  and 
relates  to  a  difficulty  at  that  time  exulting  between 
the  States  of  Virginia  and  Kentucky,  growing  out 
of  the  eariy  settlemenu«  in  Kentucky,  in  which 
many  of  the  citizens  of  the  latter  State  had,  either 
through  misfake  or  defect  oC  title,  settled  upon 
lands,  which  afterwards,  on  investigation,  turned  out 
to  belong  to  citizens  ot  Virginia,  and  from  which 
suits  had  been  instituted  in  many  instances  to  eject 
them.  In  relation  to  the  right  and  duty  of  a  Slate 
not  to  permit  large  tracts  of  land  to  lie  waste  and 
uncultivated  within  its  limits,  the  honorable  Sena- 
tor [Mr.  Clat]  said,  that  *'  of  all  the  attributes  •f 
sovereignty,  scarcely  any  can  be  deemed  more 
essential  than  that  of  adopting  a  policy  to  redeem 
a  wilderness  and  render  it  productive.  That  it  waa 
not  merely  the  right  but  the  dni^oT  a 'State  to  Hd- 
vance  its  own  prosperity  by  the  enactment  of 
wholesome  and  equitable  law^^  demanded  by  its 
peculiar  condition.'*  Had  it^not  been  for  the  set- 
tlement and  improvement  o£  the  country,  he  con- 
tended **that  the  lands  which  composed  the  ricti 


virgm  earth  of  Kaimcky  would  have  been  uu- 
turned,  her  fields  unploughfd,  the  theatre  of  t  yet 
doubtful  and  dread (ul  war  waged  beiweendTi. 
lized  and  savage  man;  the  silence  of  her  laxoriut 
forests  disturbed  by  no  other  sound  than  the  hom- 
ble  war  whoop,  and*  the  shriek  of  innnceiit  temaleL 
and  the  cries  of  helpless  children  expiring  ander 
the  agonies  of  the  taroahawk  and  the  scalping  koife.'* 

Such,  sir,  was  the  elriqnent  appeal  of  the  honor- 
able  Senator  [Mr.  Cl<t]  in  behalf  of  the  suffering 
squatters  of  Kentucky  in  that  day  of  trial  and  tri- 
bulation which,  in  the  course  of  unforesecji  events, 
had  come  upon  them.  I  wish,  Mr.  President,  that 
we  of  the  "l^ar  West"  had  such  an  advocate  at  tins 
time  upon  this  floor.  What  might  we  notaniict- 
paie  from  the  energy  and  eloquence  of  one  who 
could  thus  enter  into  all  the  feelings,  the  sympa- 
thies, the  privations,  and  the  sufferings  of  the  earif 
adventurers  to  the  Wesil 

The  Senator  from  Maryland  [Mr.  MsaucK]  hu 
said  that,  in  his  judgment,  it  was  unwise  policy  in 
the  General  Government  to  bring  ihe5«  lands  into 
market  faster  than  they  could  be  disposed  of  and 
settled;  that  emigrants  ought  not  to  be  permitted 
to  run  over  lar^e  tracts  of  unappropriated  Undia 
pursuit  of  lands  more  distant,  so  long  as  any  of 
that  already  offered,  or  any  considerable  portion  of 
it,  should  remain  the  property  of  the  Govemmeit 
Sir,  this  is  making  this  ereat  question  one  soldj  of 
revenue,  a  question  of  dollars  and  cents  to  the  old 
States,  regardless  of  the  rights  of  the  new.    Sof* 
pose,  Mr.  President,  the  policy  suggested  and  ad* 
vocated  by  the  honorable  Senator  from  Maryland 
[Mr.  MxaacK]  had  been  adopted  at  the  early  set- 
tlement of  the  State  of  Ohio,  where  i|ow  woald  be 
the  flnurishing  States  of  Indiana,  Illinois,  Missonri, 
and  the  more  distant  ArkaoKasI    What,  sir,  wonld 
the  Delegates  from  Wisconsin  and  Iowa,  in  tbe 
other  wing  of  this  Capitol,  say  to  such  a  system  of 
poHry?    Ay,  sir,  what  would  the  people  who  sent 
thf  in  here  aay?    Territories,  Mr.  Preeident,  whose 
population  and  improvement  have  advanced  witk 
a  rapidity  altogether  beyond  the  most  extravagut 
computation,' and  which  will,  in  a  very  short  time,  * 
if  suffered  to  pursue  antrammelled   the  high  roii 
which  is  op«»ning  up  before  them  to  wealth  tad 
political  distinction,  have  a  just  right  to  demud 
admittance  into  the  Union  apt»n  a  footing  in  iU 
respeci*«  equal  to  the  other  States  of  the  Confede- 
racy.   No,  sir,  it  is  not  merely  the  rights  bot  it  is 
the  duty  of  the  new  Slatea  to  see  that  such  a  system 
of  restrictive  policy  is  not  fastened  upon  them,  ol- 
der any  pretext,  b3f  the  old  Statea;  to  see  that  the 
$eUlmtnt  and  iwvprcvemenl  of  the  lands  within  iheir 
limits  enter  into  the  consideration  of  adjustmeol, 
as  well  as  the  matter  of  revesitce,  whether  ooUeeted 
for  the  ordinary  purposes  of  tbe  Goyemment,  or 
distribution  among  tbe  States,  as  proposed  by  Iks 
Senator  from  Kentucky.     Mr.  President,  tbe  ns- 
aons  why  the  people  of  the  West  object  to  tbe  pro- 
posed'plan  of  distribution,  ao  iar  a$  I  know  them, 
are,  because  it  creates  an  invidious  disunctioab^ 
tween  the  old  and  the  new  States;  they  are  im- 
willing  that  the   new  States  should    become  oi 
so  many  plantations  to    the   old  States,  rende^ 
ing  an   annual    rent   or  other    periodical  retm 
of  the  money  arising  from  the  sales  of  the  laiiB 
within  their  limits,    and    which   is  taken  fron 
their  pockets  for  purpojaes   not  contemplated  it 
the  cessions  of  these   lands   to  the  Gescial  Ot- 
vernment;  and  lastly  for  the   stronger  and  moo 
important  consideration,  that  they  ^noidesiiiv 
see  a  separate  moneyed  interest  in  this  way,cR- 
ated  for  the  benefit  of  the  old   States,  harioKV 
public  lands  within  their  Uuiits^ which  must  isentt* 
bly  tend  to  excite  the  capidiiy  of  their  eiuxnstvd 
make  this  great  question  as  to   the  proper  dispoi- 
tion  of  the  public  domain,  a,  qnestioa  pareiif  ^ 
revenue,  and  of  ttunmed  prices,  for  the  pnrpossssf 
distribution,  so  long  as  an  acre  shall  i^maia  is  ii 
market  nnsold.    In  opposition  to  the  higher  vt^ 
rest  of  the  new  States,  in  referenee  to  the  attUmti 
and  imprijwMumt  of  the*  coon  try,  by  ■lakiDg.dMi* 
tions,  when  proper,  ia  aid  of  grant  works  cf  itf^ 
nal  impiovememt;   meh  m»  ilie  impnwmBit'ti 
oar  navigabte^rivecQ'the  conMnictlDir^f  rmkiti 
canals;  tbe-  dniming  <€  mwrnmop  -lands,  so  «t l»;li^ 
der  them  hes!  thy  aoAftt  for  smHiemiemi  mod  «i 
tion;  iheerectioaofeoU^ges  mad  other  i 
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of  iearaio^,  for  the  edacatjon  of  our  yoath;  by  giv- 
iog  the  right  of  pre-emptioQ  lo  actaal  settlers; 
by  redflciog  the  price  from  time  to  time,  as  the 
best  laads  are  taken  up;  and  in  the  end,  and  in  a 
Kuoaable  time,  by  a  surrender  of  the  unsaleable 
lands  ancooditionally  to  the  States  in  which  they 
lie. 

These,  Mr.  President,  are  some  of  the  reasons, 
apart  from  the  power  to  tax  these  lands,  which  In- 
dace  most  of  us  from  the  West  to  oppose  the  giU 
ded  scheme  odUtributioni  among  the  States,  which 
has  been  presented  to  the  Senate  under  such  an 
alioring  aspect,  that  scarcely  the  new  States  them- 
sclres  could  resist  the  temptation.  In  my  judgment, 
sir,  it  is  far  better  for  the  new  States,  that  the 
avails  of  the  public  lands  should  come  into  the 
common  fond,  and  be  applied  to  the  common  pur- 
poses of  the  whole  Union;  and  if  we  must  continue 
to  beg  for  favors  and  indulgencies  to  our  citizens. 
Jet  OS  rather  apply  to  Congress,  as  we  have  done, 
than  be  thrown  upon  either  the  charity  or  liberali- 
ty of  the  Legislatures  of  the  States. 

Bat,  sir,  I  have  one  more  matter  in  relation  to 
the  pre-emption  bill  uf  the  last  session,  of  which  I 
ioteoded  to  speak,  and  I  shall  be  done  with  that 
part  of  the  subject.  Towards  the  close  of  the  de- 
bate, and  just  before  the  vote  upon  the  engross- 
meat  for  the  third  and  la«t  reading  was  taken,  the 
honorable  Senilor  from  Vermont,  [Mr.  Prentiss] 
propotedthe  following  amendment  by  way  of  ad- 
dition to  the  bill: 
I  ''Nor  shall  any  person  have  any  right,  or  be  en- 
I  jtled  to  a  patent,  under,  or  by  virtue  of  this  act, 
iviihoul  paying,  in  addition  to  the  statute  minimum 
price,  at  least  one-half  of  the  real  value  of  the  land 
above  that  price,  not  including  improvements,  to 
J)e%<«certKined  bj  three  judicious  and  disinterested 
appraisers,  under  oath,  to  be  appointed  by  the  re- 
gister of  the  Iand:office  in  the  district  where  the 
Jaodlt  situated."  ' 

Ot[  the  yeas  and  nays  being  demanded,  the  fol- 
lovio^wasthe  TOte: 

For  the  the  amendment,.  Messrs.  Clay  of  Ken- 
tocky,  Clayton,  Crittenden,  Da  vis,  Merrick,  Pi  ^• 
ti»,  Preston,  Roane,  Southard,  and  Spence — 10. 
Against  it,  Messrs.  Allen,  Bemon,  Brown,  Bucha- 
■ao.  Clay  of  Alabama,  Cuthbert,  Fulton  Hubbard, 
King,  Lion,  Lampkin,  Lyon,  Monton,  Nicholas, 
Niles,  Nonrell,  Pierce,  Robinson,  Sevier,  Smith  of 
indiana,  TiptoDy  Walker,  Webster,  White,  Wil- 
liams, Wright,  and  Young— 27. 

Here,  Mr.  President,  was  a  direct  proposition  to 
compel  the  settler  to  pay  an  increased  price  over 
and  above  the  price  of  a  dollar  and  a  quarter  per 
tcrr,  as  the  price  ef  his  pre-emption,  according  to 
a  valoe  to  be  assessed  at  the  time  of  entry,  or  to 
sabmit  to  the   alternative  of  being  turned  away 
from  his  home,  for  the  benefit  of  some  fortunate 
sptcQlator  who  might  be  willing  to  pay  an  incrcaa- 
'    cd  price  for  his  improvement;  and  for  this  proposi- 
tinn,,also,  the   honorable  Senator  from  Kentucky 
(Mr.  Clat]  voted.    la  thia  not  hostility  to  Western 
ioteresUH?    I  would  ask  the  honorable  Senator  from 
l&BCQcky,  [Mr.  CljitJ  and  the  honorable  Senator 
fmm  Vermont,   [Mr.  PacNTias,]  who  bniught  it 
fiirward,as  well  as  those  by  whom  it  was  advoca- 
ted, if  these  lands  are  valuable,  who  made  them  sc? 
Were  they  thus  valuable  in  their  wild  uncultivated 
state,  or  have  they  been  made  so  by  the  labor  and 
euerprise  of  those  .who  went  upon  them  and  incor- 
porated their  labor  wiih  the  soil?    And,  sir,  upon 
4ba  subject,  airain  allow  me  to  recur  to  the  honora- 
Mc  SenatorVs  [Mr.Ci^AT^s]  Richmond  sp«ech,for  ar- 
gnments  murh  better,  and  conveyed  in  language 
far  more  eloquent  and  convincing,  than,  any  at  my 
^mmand.    The  honorable  Senator,  [Mr.  Clay,] 
when  speaking  of  the  difference  between  land  in  its 
WiU  and  imj^ned  state,  said:  <^Land,  before  it  Is 
-improved,  may  be  compared  to  the  raw  material, 
with  its  improvements  to  a  fabricated  article.    A 
Ara  with  all  its  fields,  its  houses,  orchards,  gar- 
dens, lawns,  and  shrubberies,  no  more  resctoibles^ 
'tte  aame  lead  in  its  native  state,  before  these  vari- 
-mm  impfOTements  are  pat  upon  it,  than  a  piece  of 
JBmwLle  laoe  doss  the  flax  out  of   whtoh  it  is 
"Vioiight    And  would  it  not  be  monstrons  to  say 
"f^  Ibe  oiBocstrt  possessor  and-manpfactorer  of  a  raw 
tWitsrialj  that  he  sh^oM  sorrender  the  article,  qa- 
^fomptiiatfld  tor  bis  labor  and  ezpenssl" 


In  respect  to  the  rule  which  he  contended  should 
prevail  as  to  the  va/ue  of  the  land,  he  further  said: 
"Not  to  go  into  other  codes,  what  is  the  provision 
made  by  the  laws  of  our  common  ancestors  in  the 
colony  of  Virginia,  when  its  condition  bore  a  faint 
resemblance  to  that  of  Kentucky?"  Here  Mr. 
Ci*AT  quoted  several  laws  of  the  colony  of  Virginia, 
passed  near  two  centuries  ago,  providing  that  the 
true  owner  should  compensate  the  aeatcr  of  land. 
He  contended  that  they  were  more  unfavorable  to 
the  true  owner  than  the  laws  of  Kentucky,  because 
the  first  of  them  compensated  even  the  squatter; 
none  of  them  gave  rents;  and,  although  all  of  them 
secured  to  the  true  owner  the  election  to  take  the 
land  and  improvements,  upon  paying  the  value  of 
teofing,  to  be  assessed  by  a  jury,  or  the  value  of  the 
land  without  the  improvements;  the  land  to  be 
valued  at  the  time  of  seating^  not  that  of  assessment. 

Here,  then,  Mt.  President,  we  have  a  practical 
illustration  of  the  true  rale  of  assessment,  farnishid 
by  the  experience  of  the  honorable  Senator  from 
Kentucky,  [Mr.  Clat,]  and  backed  by  the  high  au- 
thority of  the  col6nial  laws  of  Virginia,  from  whom 
we  derive  the  greater  part  of  this  vast  public  do- 
main, some  of  ^hich  were  passed  near  two  centu- 
ries ago.  And  yet  the  Senator  [Mr.  Clay]  votes 
for  the  proposition  to  compel  the  settlers  of  the  new 
States  tojpay  according  to  an  assessment  to  be  made 
at  the  time  of  the  entry,  and  not  according  to  the 
value  at  the  time  they  first  went  upon  the  land.  So 
much,  sir,  for  the  pre-emption  bill  of  the  last  ses- 
sion, and  of  the  misrepresentation  of  the  honorable 
Senator's  [Mr.  Clat^]  course  in  regard  to  it,  and 
other  kindred  measures. 

I  come  now,  sir,  to  submit  a  few  remarks  in  re- 
ference to  the  bill  under  discussion.  It  has  been 
said  that  the  provisions  of  the  bill  propose  to  unset- 
tle our  whole  land  system.  What  do^s  it  propose, 
sir?  Simply  to  reduce  the  price  of  snch  lands  as 
have  been  in  market  at  private  entry  for  five  years, 
and  remain  unsold,  to  one  dollar  per  acre;  and  such 
as  have  been  in  market  for  ten  years  and  upwards, 
under  the  like  circumstances,  to  seventy-five  cents 
per  acre;  and  the  operation  of  the  bill  limited  to  five 
years.  How  does  this  unsettle  the  land  system? 
Was  not  the  price  of  the  public  lands  redu- 
ced from  two  dollars  te  one  dollar  and 
twenty-five  cents,  the  present  minimum  price 
of  the  (Government  in  1820;  and  has  this  reduction 
tended  to  weaken  and  destroy  the  system?  Surely  - 
not.  On  the  contrary,  it  has  been  found,  upon  ex- 
perience, beneficial,  in  a  high  degree,  to  all  the 
parties  concerned — both  the  Gk)vernment  here,  and 
the  people  who  have  purchased  at  the  reduced 
price.  How,  then,  does  the  proposition  iiow  sub- 
mitted, for  a  still  further  reduction,  diff^  in  prirci- 
ple  from  the  reduction  which  took  place  at  the  time 
that  I  have  mentioned?  Sir,  such  has  been  the  po- 
licy of  all  the  States,  as  far  as  I  have  understood, 
having  waste  lands  within  their  limits,  and  such,  in 
my  opinion,  is  the  just  policy  of  the  General  Go- 
vernment towards  the  new  States.  As,  for  exam- 
ple, in  the  State  of  Illinois,  a  large  tract  of  land, 
known  as  th?  "Gallatin  county  Saline  Reserve," 
was  ceded  to  the  State  for  the  purpose  of  encourag- 
ing the  manufacture  of  salt.  In  process  of  time 
mafiy  of  the  works  were  abandoned  by  the  lessees 
of  the  State  as  unprofitable,  and  much  of  the  land 
became  unnecessary  for  the  purpose  of  the  grant. 
In  this  condition  of  things  the  Legislature  of  the 
State  applied  to  Congress  for  its  assent  to  the  sale 
uf  a  large  portion  of  these  lands,  (50,000  acres,) 
and  consent  was  given  without  any  restriction  as 
to  the  pricr  for  which  they  should  be  sold.  Some 
of  them  were  good,  none  I  believe  first  rate,  but  by 
far  the  greater  proportion  was  of  inferior  quality. 
Well,  sir,  what  is  the  result?  It  was  in  the  first  in- 
stance, I  believe,  oflTered  at  a  dollar  per  acre,  and^ 
a  pan  of  it  went  off;  th'^n  at  seventy-five  cents-, 
when  the  next  best  portions  were  sold,  and  the  re- 
sidue aarain  became  unsaleable;  and  now  by  the 
law  of  1833  the  price  is  reduced  to  Jifty  cent?  per 
acre,  and  still  a  considerable  p^rt  remains  undi^ 
posed  of,  and  must  await  another  reduction.  How 
is  it  in  Kentucky,  the  Senator^  [Mr.  Crhtcn- 
DBN'slown  State?  Some  years  ago,  Mr.  Presi- 
dent, 1  had  occasion  to  visit  that  part  of  Kentucky 
which  lies  soiith  of  the  Tennessee  river,  'wbsre  the 
State  at  that  time  owned  a  eomiderable  quantity  of 


the  unsettled  lands,  which  were  then  in  market,  is 
I  was  informed,  at  fiity  cents  per  acre,  and  that  in 
Commonwealth  paper,  which  was  depreciiMed  so 
as  only  to  be  worth  about  two  for  one;  making  the 
cash  value  of  the  land  but  twenty-five  cents  per 
acre;  and  tunday  I  was  informed  by  a  gentleman 
from  that  part  of  the  country  that  the  present  mini- 
mum price  was  but  twelve  and  a  half  cents  per 
acre — reduced  in  a  few  years,  Mr.  President,  from 
fifty  cents  to  but  one-fourth  of  that  sum.  I  men- 
tion these  cases  to  show,  sir,  what  the  policy  of  the 
States  has  been  in  respect  to  their  waste  lands  that 
have  been  some  time  in  market.^  Sir,  it  is  their 
policy  to  sell  them  that  they  may  be  settled;  that 
they  may  be  taxed  to  support  the  Gk)vernment;  and 
that  the  country  may  be  cultivate*!  and  improved; 
for,  in  propoition  to  private  wealth  is  the  wealth  of 
a  State,  and  its  condition  as  to  revenue  improved 
and  benefitted.  Of  all  the  attributes  of  sovereignty, 
Mr.  President,  none  is  so  essential  to  the  well-being 
of  a  State  as  the  taxing  power;  for,  without  mo- 
ney, sir,  the  wheels  of  Government  must  stop;  the 
Government  itself  would  stop  and  come  to  an  end. 
Is  it  right,  therefore,  that  large  tracts  of  land  in  the 
new  States  should  be  either  kept  out  of  market  or 
held  up  at  prices  which  they  could  not  command 
in  a  reasonable  time,  purely  as  a  matter  of  reve- 
nue? No,  sir,  it  is  the  right  of  the  new  States,  and 
the  duty  of  the  old,  to  see  that  these  lands  arc  set- 
tled, to  see  that  no  impediment  is  thrown  in  the 
way  of  their  prosperity,  if  that  be  the  tendency,  un- 
der any  pretext  whatever. 

Sir,  much  has  been  said  of  the  parental  care  of 
the  old  Ststtes  in  providing  and  maintaining  this 
excellent  land  system  for  the  benefit  of  the  new 
States,  andof  the  immense  emigration  to  the  West, 
within  a  recent  period,  under  its  benign  influence. 
Sir,  I  have  nothing  to  object  to  the  system;  I  agree 
that  it  is  a  yery  good  one,  as  good  a  one,  perhaps, 
as  could  have  been  devised;  but  that  was  not  all 
that  created  this  immense  rush  to  our  borders.  No, 
sir,  the  panics  have  done  much  within  a  few  years 
past  to  add  to  that  emigration.  What  was  the  pro- 
cess, sii?  Why,  Mr.  President,  I  have  either  read 
it  in  the  newspapers,  or  have  been  informed  in 
some  other  way,  that  during  some  of  th'se  panics 
at  the  Bast  and  North,  thousands  of  laborers  have 
been  dismissed  from  employment  by  the  wealthy 
manufacturers  in  a  week,  sometimes  in  a  day — 
turned  out  of  house  and  home  to  beg  for  bread  for 
themselves  and  their  sufiTering  families.  Yes,  sir, 
hardy,  industrious  laborers,  who  were  in  the  habit 
of  working  day  by  day  for  their  bread,  in  this  way 
suddenly  made  beggars.  Well,  Mr.  President, 
they  must  do  something;  they  turn  their  eyes  to  the 
West;  the  next  you  hear  of  them  is  at  Bufifklo, 
crowding  your  steamboats  to  overflowing,  and 
bound  for  Detroit,  and  from  thence,  many  of  them 
to  Chicago,  in  Illinois.  Yes,  sir,  in  tliis  way  thou- 
sands find  theii  way  to  our  borders,  and  the  next 
thing  you  hear  of  your  manufacturer  of  the  East, 
he  is  an  independent  squatter  of  the  West,  com- 
fortably settled  down  upon  the  public  lands,  and 
talking  about  pre-emptions. 

It  has  been  said,  Mr.  President,  that  the  qu^ntlljr 
of  refuse  and  unsaleable  lands  in  the  new  States 
has  been  greatly  exa?gerated.  It  may  be  so,  sir. 
I  will  only  speak  for  Illinois  what  I  know,  Mr.  Pre- 
sident, from  long  experience  and  pergonal  observa- 
tion. Many  ef  the  lands  intended  to  be  embraced 
by  this  bill,  Mr.  President,  (I  admit  there  are  ex- 
ceptions,) are  either  too  poor  and  unproductive  ta 
be  desirable  for  cultivation,  or  are,  from  other 
causes,  unfit  for  present  use,  and  therefore  unsale- 
able at  the  present  minimum  price  of  the  Govern- 
ment. Such,  sir,  aro  large  waste  tracts  of  prairie 
land,  remote  from  timber,  and  lands  that  are  91b- 
ject  to  occasional  inundation^,  or  are  othetwisetoo 
wet  for  succps^liil  cultivation.  I  will  give  you  an 
instance,  sir.  One  of  my  colleagues  of  the  other 
House,  [Gov.  Casey,]  told  me  this  morning  that  a 
case  had  been  brought  before  the  Illinois  Assembly, 
now  sitting,  to  induce  action  here,  for  sectionizing 
a  township  of  land  on  the  Embarrass  river,  around 
which  the  exterior  township  lines  only  bad  been 
run  by  the  Gh>verament  surveyor,  and  the  land  re* 
returned  as  subject  to  inondation,  and  oonseqtient- 
ly  unfit  for  eifitiTntlon,  so  that  it  might  be  oecapied» 
and  in  sooe  wqr  vendend  prodnctiTt.    Ifpir,  «i^ 
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will  any  maa  say,  although  this  may  be  rich  bot- 
tom land,  that  it'is  wonh  the  price  fur  which  the 
public  lands  are  orditiariry  sold?  Sareiy  net,  sir: 
fur  although  it  may  be  reclaimed  to  a  considerable 
extent  for  a  variety  of  purposes,  still  money  and  la- 
bor must  be  expended  to  render  it  thus  valuable 
for  an^  purpose  whatever.  So  it  is  with  prairie 
lands  m  general  thai  are  distant  from  timber.  If 
yon  expect  to  sell  them,  you  most  reduce  the  price, 
so  as  to  afTotd  the  inducement  to  pnrehase  to  such 
as  are  not  able  to  buy  the  better  lands,  and  would 
be  willing  to  encounter  the  inconveniences  attend- 
ii^g  these  remote  situations  on  accaunt  of  the  dif- 
ference in  the  price.  And,  sir,  one  reduction  should 
follow  another  within  reasonable  periods  until  the 
whole  is  disposed  of. 

But  we  are  told,  Mr.  President,  that  we  have  had 
ample  donations  for  the  establishment  and  main<» 
tenance  of  institutions  of  learning,  colleges,  semi- 
naries, and  common  schools,  for  the  purpose  of 
constructing  roads  and  ^nals,  for  our  seats  of  Go« 
vernment,  and  many  other  purposes;  and  we  are 
emphatically  asked  what  we  have  given  in  return 
for  all  these  advantages.  I  will  answer,  Mr.  Pre^ 
sident,  as  to  some  things,  that  Illinois,  at  least,  has 
given  in  return.  In  the  first  place  she  exempted 
from  taxation,  for  lhrt$  years,  several  millions  of 
acres  which  had  beta  patented  as  bounties  to  the 
soldiers  of  the  late  war;  and  in  Uie  second  all  the 
lands  for  five  years,  amounting  to  many  millions 
more  than  have  b«en  sold  since  the  first  day  of 
January,  1819.  Our  tax  on  a  quarter  section  of 
land,  in  Illinois,  M;.  president,  is  two  dollars  and 
forty  cents  for  ordinary  purposes,  and  one  dollar 
and  twenty  cents  for  the  opening  and  repairing  of 
roads,  making  three  dollars  and  sixty  cents  in  the 
whole,  or  each  160  acreaof  land.  Now,  sir,  let 
any  man  make  the  calculation,  and  he  will  find 
that  this  won!d  amount  to  no  inconsiderable  sum. 
But,  sir,  appeals  have  been  made  to  the  okl  States, 
to  the  Senators  from  Virginia  and  Pennsylvania, 
here  in  their  places,  to  resist  the  monstrous  pretea- 
sions  of  the  new  States,  that  "we  of  the  old  States 
are  required  to  submit  to."  Sir,  I  trust  that- these 
appeals  will  not  have  the  effect  of  arraying  the  old 
Stales  against  us;  but  that  they  will  agree  with  us, 
that  it  is  the  right  of  the  new  States,  as  well  as  it  is 
the  duty  of  the  old,  to  see  that  these  lands  are  dis- 
posed of,  and  settled  in  a  rea.sonable  time,  and  that 
no  impediment  is  thrown  in  the  way  of  the  occa- 
pation  of  the  lands  within  our  limits,  and  the  culti- 
vation-and  iniprovemement,  by  our  hardy  and  en- 
terprizini;  citizens,  of  the  whole  country,  good,  bad, 
and  indifferent,  upon  such  terms  as  shall  be  jiist, 
liberal,  and  equitable,  to  all  the  parties  concerned. 

Still,  Mr.  President,  I  am  willing  to  do  the  Sena- 
tor from  Kentucky,  [Mr.  Clat]  the  justice  to  say, 
that  with  all  his  opposition  to  our  land  measures, 
and  harsh  expressions  towads  our  citizens,  to  say  the 
least  of  them,  that  he  has  rendered  imiportant  ser- 
vices to  the  West.  Yes,  sir,  he  has  for  many  years 
stood  forward  a  prominent  advocate  for  that  great 
Western  measure,  (the  Cumberland  road,)  in  which 
we  of  the  West*  are  so  much  interested,  and  I  give 
him  full  credit  for  it.  .  I  have  seen  the  monument 
on  this  side  of  Wheeling,  said  to  have  been  erected 
in  commemoration  of  these  services,  and  I  hope  it 
may  long  stand  there.  I,  at  least,  will  not  be  among 
those  to  pull  it  down.  I  only  regret,  sir,  that  some 
of  our  Southern  friend^,  agreeing  with  us  on  nwst 
o:her  questions  of  national  policy,  cannot  find  it 
within  their  constitutional  competency  so  to  acton 
this  all  important  question  to  many  of  the  States, 
as  to  build  up  similar  monuments  to  their  memo- 
ry and  their  /ame,  that  should  endure  as  long  as 
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commenced  under  the  auspices  of  Mr.  Jefferson,  and 
continued  down  to  the  present  day,  under  the  succes- 
sive administrations  of  Madison,  Monroe,  Adams, 
Jackson,  and  the  present  incumbent,  Mr.  Van  Bu- 
ren,  f^hall  stand  itself  as  a  monument,  in  the  estima- 
tion of  the  admiring  beholder,  to  the  memory  of 
those  distinguished  personages  I  have  mentioned, 
and  all  those  who  shall  stand  firmly  by  it  to  the 
end,  in  the  day  of  its  trial  and  its  difficulty. 

These,  Mr.  President,  are  my  views  in  regard 
to  the  feelings  and  interests  of  the  people  I  rapre- 
sent,  in  rcroect  to  this  important  measure  of  the 
ledctctiOQ  of  (he  priee  of  tte  public  iMdi,    Aodaa 


to  their  patriotism  under  all  circumsiancrs,  whether 
we  shall  succeed  or  not,  I  will  only  add,  in  the 
language  of  a  worthy  predecessor,  who  once  occu- 
pied this  seat,  [the  lamented  Kane,]  that  **if  that 
time  shall  ever  come,  which  God  forbid,  when  the 
sun  of  your  liberty  must  set,  it  will  set  in  the  West, 
unsullied  by  a  single  act  upon  your  borders  to  se- 
ver this  great  and  happy  Confederacy." 

Mr.  CLA.Y  of  Alabama  said  he  must  beg  the 
indulgence  ef  the  Senate  to  enable  him  to  place 
himself  ree/tis  in  ewria.  The  Senator  from  Ken- 
tucky who  last  addressed  us,  [Mr.  CaiTriNDU*,] 
he  said,  had  emirely  misconceived  him,  as  he 
seemed  to  suppose  that  he  (Mr.  C.)  had  imputed 
hostility  on  the  part  of  the  people  of  Kentucky  to- 
wards those  of  the  new  States.  Nothing  could  be 
farther  from  him.  He  said  he  had  never  imputed, 
nor  intended  to  be  understood  as  imputing,  any 
unkind  feeling  whatever  on  the  part  of  the  Sena- 
tor's constituents  towards  his  own,  or  the  inhabi- 
tants of  any  of  the  other  States,  interested  in  the 
passage  of  this  bill.  On  the  contrary,  Mr.  Clat 
said,  he  had  the  best  feelings'towards  the  mass  of 
the  people  of  Kentucky,  whom  he  had  ever  re- 
garded as  distinguished  for  their  intelligence,  pa- 
triotism, courage,  and  liberality.  Nor  (said  Mr. 
C.)  have  I  imputed  hostility  to  the  Senator  from 
Kentucky  who  last  addressed  us,  [Mr.  Critten- 
den,] nor  to  any  other  Senator,  merely  because  he 
may  have  opposed  or  voted  against  this  and  other 
measures  of  interest  to  the  new  Statei.  No,  5ir, 
(said  Mr.  C.)  far  be  it  from  me  to  regard  as  an 
enemy  ^ny  honorable  member  of  either  House, 
merely  because  he  may  differ  in  opinion  with  me 
on  any  subject,  or  vote  against  and  oppose,  by  any 
fair  and  ordinary  means,  such  measures  as  I  may 
approve  and  support.  Nor  (said  Mr.  C.)  do  I  re- 
gard the  honorable  Senator's  colleague  [Mr.  Clat 
of  Kentucky]  as  "AosCfs  /iumanigeiwrM."  I  know, 
(said  Mr.  C.)  his  colleague  is  not  an  enem^  of  the 
tohoU  human  raci.  I  know  full  well  he  is  friendly 
to  some  classes  of  men,  and  that  however  un- 
friendly he  may  be  to  the  settlers  on  the  public 
land  or  to  the  humble  cultivator  of  the  soil;  how- 
ever opposed  to  this  measure,  and,  so  far  as  I  am 
able  to  judge,  to  all  other  measures  favorable  to 
the  new  States,  he  is,  nevertheless,  the  friend  of 
certain  privileged  classes,  the  friend  of  banks  and 
banking  corporations,  and  the  friend  of  manufac- 
turers, monopolists,  and  speculators.  Mr.  C.  said, 
while  other  Senators  had  opposed  this  and  some 
other  measures  inieresiiag  to  the  new  States,  the 
honorable  Senator's  colleague,  [Mr.  Clat  of  Ken- 
tucky,] so  far  as  he  recollected,  had  opposed  all 
such  measures  indiscriminately.  His  opposition 
had  been  universal,  active,  persevering,  and  untir- 
ing. He  knew  no  measure  desirable  to  the  new 
Slates  which  he  [Mr.  Clat  of  Kentucky]  bad  not 
opposed. 

But,  sir,  said  Mr.  C.  let  us  go  back  to  the  real 
question  involved  in  the  motion  to  amend — it  is 
simply  whether  you  will  permit  the  settler  now  in 
the  new  States,  who  owns  and  cultivates  adjoining 
lands,  to  enter  the  inferior  lands  embraced  by  the 
bill,  at  the  reduced  prices?  In  reference  to  this 
question,  the  honorable  Senator  [Mr.  Critten- 
den] says,  as  did  his  honorable  colleague  yester- 
day, thai  he  can  see  no  reason  for  giving  such  a 
preference  to  a  man  living  in  the  new  States,  any 
more  than  to  those  in  the  old  States,  and  that  he  will 
never  agree  to  it.  And,  said  Mr.  C.  pray  Mr. 
President,  whose  /ault  is  it  that  any  Fuch  discrimi- 
nation whatever  is  to  be  made?  There  was  no 
such  feature  in  the  original  bill.  Under  its  provi- 
sions, the  right  of  entry  at  ihe  reduced  prices  was 
open  to  all  the  citizens  of  the  United  Slates;  nsy, 
sir,  open  to  all  the  world.  As  we  have  stated,  over 
and  over  again,  the  friends  of  the  bill  sought  not 
'  only  to  give  homes  on  reasonable  terms  to  all  who 
stood  in  need  of  them,  but  to  fill  up  the  new  States 
with  an  honest,  hardy,  and  industrious  population. 
The  provisions  of  the  bill,  as  oiiginally  bronght  for- 
ward, were  calculated  to  effectuate  both  these  ob- 
jects. But,  sir,  said  Mr.  C.  the  Senator's  col- 
league, [Mr.  Clat  of  Kentucky,]  uot  content  with 
these  broad  and  liberal  provisions,  moved  its  re- 
commitment, with  instructions  to  confine  the  privi- 
lege of  purchasing  at  the  reduced  prices  to  actual 
setileis,  as  well  as  to  limit  the  quantity,  agreeing, 


however,  finally  to  leave  the  restriction  as  to  qatQ. 
tity  blank.  Well,  sir,  said  Mr.  C.  the  committee 
in  strict  conformity  with  the  instructions,  reported 
the  bill  with  such  limitations,  but  thought  proper  to 
propose  to  amend  the  report,  by  extending  the  pri- 
yibge  also  to  the  owners  and  cultivators  of  adjoin- 
ing  lands.  The  Senator  [Mr.  Clat  of  Kentocky] 
was  for  confining  the  privilege  to  actaal  settlen 
alone,  wbich  was  certainly  a  discriminatioa  in  fa. 
vor  of  that  class;  but  the  moment  the  committee 
propose  to  extend  the  privilege  to  another  clasi- 
owners  and  cultivators  of  adjoining  lands— he  cries 
out  against  the  discrimination  as  odioos  and  im- 
just,  and  appeals  to  the  Senators  from  Yiiginiaud 
Pennsylvania  by  name,  and  to  those  of  the  old 
States  generally,  to  join  him  in  resisting  and  defett* 
ing  the  proposition!  It  will  do  very  well  for  that 
Senator  to  propose  and  urge  a  distinctioa  in  ftvor 
of  one  class,  b»t  it  is  monstrous  for  ihe  committes 
to  move  to  embrace  another  cla.«s! 

Sir,  said  Mr.  C.  is  there  no  reason  for  giving  the 
proposed  privilege  of  entry,  at' the  rednced  piiees, 
to  those  who  are  now  settled  in  the  new  States, tnd 
owning  and  cultivating  lands  adjoining?    Mr.  C. 
thought  there  was.     H^  asked,  were  not  this  cius 
pioneers  in  the  settlement  and  improvement  of  thi 
country?    Had  they  not  gone  into  the  wilderoeai, 
and  encountered  all  the  hardships  aad  privatiou 
invariably  incident  to  such  enterprises?    Had  they 
not,  he  asked,  in  many  instances  also  enconnt^ed 
the  dangers  of  the  savage  tomah.iwk  and  scalpioft 
knife?    Yes,  he  said,  they  had  done  all  this,  and 
they   had   opened  roads,    biiilt  bridges,  ereeted 
churches,' and  school  houses,  and  had  thosfidli* 
tated  and  accelerated  the  salqi  of  the  public  do- 
main; and  could  the  gentleman  see  no  merit  in 
these  services,  afid  no  reason  to  extend  the  privi- 
lege of  entering  a  limited  quantity  of  the  refote 
lands  to  complete  the  set»lements  they  had  begimt 
But,  sir,  said  Mr.  C.  the  Senator  says  it  will  be  ex- 
tending a  privilege  to  the  wealthy  planter  of  the 
Southwest— the  man  of  large  possessions.    Mr.  C. 
said,  although  in  some  instances  men  of  this  de 
scripiion  might  profit  under  the  provision,  he  would 
beg  the  gentleman  to  recollect  that  it  was  not  the 
good  fortune  of  all  to  be  wealthy  in  that  qnarter. 
There  were  poor  men,  and  those  of  moderata  pro- 
perty there,  as  well  as  elsewhere.    He  wished  t*t 
were  otherwise,  and  that  every  one  of  hisconstilo- 
enls  possessed,  at  least,   a  competency.    He  said 
there  were  many   men  in  the  new  States  whcje 
means  had  been  too  limited  to  purchase  more  thia 
a  quarter  section,  or  in  some  instances  eighty  acr^ 
that  the  families  of  such  cetllcrs  had  increased  in 
numbers  and  wants,  and  now  it  was  necessary  to 
cultivate    the   whole    of    the    original   pqrchw. 
Would  Senators  refuse   to  such  an  individual  tb« 
privilege  of  extending  his  possession?,  at  the  l^ 
duced  prices,  when  neither  the  settler,  nor  any  oae 
else,  had  considered  the  adjoining  land  wonht 
dollar  and  a  quarter,  though  it  had  been  snbjct  to 
entry  at  that  price  for  five,  or,  perhaps,  for  tsto,  fif- 
teen, or  twenty  years?     Mr.  C.  said  he  cobW  not 
think  so  till  the  vote  was  given.  / 

But,  sir,  said  Mr.  C.  the  Senator  from  Kcntnciy 
farthest  from  me  [Mr.  Clat]  complaiw  that  the 
committee  did  not  conform  to  the  instroctioas,*? 
reporting  a  limit  to  the  quantity  to  be  entered  oiidei 
the  bill.  This,  sir,  is  a  strange  objeeiioii 
Although  the  Senator  proposed  a  limitation,  A 
the  first  in.*5tance,  did  he  not  agree  to  strike  iios^ 
and  leave  a  blank?  And  is  there  not  a  restrietiA 
in  the  originahbill  to  one  section?  Ceriaialy  »h« 
is;  and  the  committee,  deeitoing  that  the  prop* 
limitation,  reported  the  bill  back  without  changi^ 
it.  Would  the  Senator  have  had  the  comroitieeli 
perpetrate  a  tautolagy,  by  repeating,  in  the  amw* 
ment  reported,  the  precise  limitation  which  •• 
already  in  the  bill?  If  he  would,  he  was  certaialf 
very  unreasonable.  Then,  sir,  said  Mr-  C.  afi* 
all  there  is  nothing  so  monstrous  or  inconsistent « 
the  report  of  the  committee.  The  amendment  tg 
propose  is  a  fair  subject  for  the  deliberation  of  "> 
Senate.  If  they  approve  it,  as  we  hope  and  bdjj 
they  will,  they  will  give  it  the  sanction  cf  th* 
votes;  if  they  disapprove  it,  they  can  bat  rqeel  % 
and  we  mast  submit.  ^^ 

But,  sir,  said  Mr.  C.  the  Senator  from  KentaMj 
[Mr.  Clat]  has  referred  us  triamphaailf  to  W 
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bill,  iouoddced  leome  }ean  ago,  "lo  appropriate, 
for  a  limited  time,  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the 
pobliclaods  of  the  United  States" — more  familiar- 
ly called  bis  distiibntion  bill — as  oonclasive  evi- 
dence of  his  friendly  regard  for  the  interest  and 
prosperity  of  the  new  States.  The  Senator  seems 
to  deplore  the  failure  of  that  measure,  and  to  feel 
no  little  astonishment  that  it  did  not  conciliate  our 

-   approbation. 

Sir,  laid  Mr.  C.  I  can  assure  the  honorable  Sena- 
tor, ihat,  50  far  as  I  have  the  means  of  judging,  it 
was  more  QDiversally  condemned  by  the  citizens  of 
the  States,  in  which  the  public  lands  lie,  than  any 
other  iDeasure  afieeting  their  interest  which  was 

'  tftT  proposed.  He  sail  some  opinion  of  the  csti- 
matioo  in  which  it  was  held,  might  be  formed  when 
Uk  fact  was  known,  (as  he  believed  it  to  exist,) 
that  on  the  passage  of  that  bill  through  the  House 
of  Representatives,  in  March,  1833,  there  were  but 
three  fotfs  given  in  its  favor  from  all  the  new 
Siaie9.  Ii  must  be  presumed,  he  said,  that  the  im- 
mediate Ttpreseniatives  of  the  people  of  those 
Suies  knew  public  sentiment  in  their  respective 
dii^tiictf,  and  that  they  y«led  in  accordance  with  it 
geaerally;  and,  if  so,  how  strong  was  this  evidence 
of  their  reprobation.  Yet  the  Senator  from  Ken- 
totky,  [Mr.  Clit,]  not  only  persisted  in  maintain- 
ing ibai  that  measure  was  favorable  to  their  inte> 
lestacd  welfare,  but  pertinaciously  endeavored, 
srston  after  session,  to  force  it  upon  them  by  the 
Toifs  of  tbe  representatives  of  the  old  Stales.  The 
nass  of  every  intelligent  community  is  generally 
competent  to  form  a  correct  opinion  upon  matters 
which  eonoern  their  own  interests;  but  the  Senator 
from  Kentucky  would  not  admit  the  capacity  of 
the  citizens  of  the  new  States  to  judge  of  the  pro- 
bable effects  of  the  measure  he  proposed,  but  as- 
.'WKd  the  right  to  judge  for  them. 

Sir,  said  Mr.  C.  rejjrarding  the  probable  effects  of 
that  measure,  it  might  have  been  much  more  pro- 
feiljr  given  tbe  title  of  "a  bill  to  divide  out  the  new 
States  amon^t  the  old  ones,**  than  that  which  was 
jdven  it  by  its  author.  The  bill  was  reported  by 
the  Senator  from  Kentucky,  [Mr.  Clat,]  not  from 
ihe  CoQ>mitiee  on  the  Public  Lands,  but  from  the 
Committee  on  Manufactures;  and  it  was  much  bet- 
ter adapted  to  the  interest  ot  manufacturers  than 
that  of  agriculturists.  Its  tendency  was  to  render 
the  acquisition  of  land,  by  the  laboring  classes, 
more  di^i-uit,  and  consequently  to  force  them  into 
other  employment  than  agriculture — into  the  manu- 
factorio«  establishments  of  large  capitalists,  in  the 
Sutes  east  of  tbe  Alleghany  mountains,  to  obtain 
the  ftlendtr  means  of  subsisting  their  families.  Yes, 
sir,  Us  rendency  was  to  enhance  tbe  price  of  the 
poblic  lands,  and  to  keep  it  up,  so  that  they  would 
bare  bun  attainable  only  by  the  rich,  to  whom  the 
poor  would  necessarily  have  become  an  humble 
and  dependent  tenantry. 

Why,  sir,  said  Mr.  C.  instead  of  a  common  in- 
terest in  a. common  fund  to  be  derived  from  the  sale 
sf  the   public    lands,   and  paid  into  the   gene- 
ra treasury,    to    be   disbursed    for  the   general 
benefit,   each     Sutt    was    to     be     allotted     a 
separate    and    distinct  share   and  interest.      To 
render   the    plan    more   imposing    and    seduc- 
tive, a  uble  was  appended  to  the  report    with 
•  this  caption:   ^'Statement  sh«)wing  Ihe  dividend  of 
each  Stale  (according  to  its  federal  population)  in 
tbe  proceeds  of  the  public  lands,  after  deducting 
lie  pfiom  fifteen  per  cent,  as  an  additional  dividend 
fur  the  several  States  in  which  the  public  land  is 
s'tnated."     As  the  basis  of  the  calculation,  the  pro- 
e?eds  were  estimated  at  |^,000,000  annually— then 
a')out  tbe  highest  amount  that  had  ever  been  received 
in  any  one  year.  This  table^eihibited  to  each  State, 
af  a  glance,  the  amount  she  was  to  receive  from 
this  ^ource    annually.    For    example,    (omitiing 
frActions,)  it  showed  to  New  York  that  she  ^ould 
be  eotiiled  tf>  $416,000;  to  Pennsylvania,  that  she 
voold  he  enUtled  to  |288,000;  to  Virginia,  that  she 
would  be  entitled  to  |218,000;  to  North  Carolina, 
that  she  would  receire   |136,000;  to  Massachu- 
setts, that  she  would  receive  |130,000,  &c  Ac. 
Sir,  said  Mr.  C.  this  exhibition  was  very  alluring 
lo  State  cupidity;  too  much  so  to  be  resisted  by 
Mae  of  them,  at  least.    Why,  sir,  if  I  am  not  very 
iMch  mistaken,  the  dividend  which  would  hare 


fallen  to  several  of  the  States,  would  have  amount- 
ed to  as  much,  or  more  than  the  total  amoimt  of 
their  expenditures  for  the  support  of  their  respecUve 
State  Gtovernmenis.  They  would  have  had  no 
need  of  taxation  for  any  State  purpose,  if  left  to  the 
free  appropriation  of  the  money.  How  naturally 
would  (hey  have  learned  to  rely  on  this  Govern- 
ment for  the  means  of  snppart;  adrd,  having  become 
accustomed  to  it,  how  unwilling  would  they  have 
been  ever  to  part  with  such  a  reliance.  And,  sir, 
said  Mr.  C.  the  necessary  result  of  this  separate  in- 
terest would  have  been  to  induce  the  older  Slates 
to  resist  every  attempt  to  reduce  the  price  of  the 
public  lands,  however  inferior  in  quality — ay» 
and  to  stimulate  them,  extort  from  the  inhabitants 
of  the  new  ones  the  highest  possible  prices,  and 
every  dollar  they  could  raise.  Would  the  older 
States' have  been  willing  to  have  extended  any 
liberality  to  the  new  ones,uoder  such  circnmstanoesl 
Would  they  have  been  willing  to  grant  the  right 
of  pre-emption  to  settlers,  who  had  improved  the 
value  of  new  lands?  Or,  would  they  not  rather 
have  raised  the  price,  in  order  to  increase  the 
amount  of  their  dividends?  For  th«3  answers  to 
these  questions,  I  need  only  refer  you  to  the  ordi- 
nary impulses  of  human  *  natore.  No,  sir,  so  far 
from  reducing  the  price  of  inferior  lands,  we 
should,  more  probably,  have  had  the  price  of  nn- 
offered  lands  mcrea^ed  by  graduation  to  higher 
rates  than  the  existing  minimum;  we  should,  per- 
haps, have  first  had  it  offered  at  five  or  ten  dollars, 
as  the  minimum,  for  those  of  the  best  quality,  and 
at  corresponding  rates  for  those  of  the  second  or 
third  quality.  The  population  of  tbe  new  States 
would  thus  have  been  retarded,  and  when  their 
numbers  bad  increased  beyond  the  capacity  of  the 
lands  owned  by  individuals  to  support  them,  they 
would  have  been  compelled  to  purchase  at  the  in- 
creased and  exorbitant  prices,  or  driven  to  seek 
new  homes  in  other  regions. 

Sir,  we  have  heard  something  said  recently 
about  subsidizing  the  States,  and  bringing  them  to 
the  footstool  ot  Federal  power.  What  more  effec- 
tual mode  of  bringing  about  this  result,  than  to 
have  accustomed  the  Stales  to  look  to  the  Federal 
Treasury  for  money  to  supply  their  wants?  Would 
not  the  tendency  have  been  inevitably  to  make 
the  General  Government  the  taxgatherer  fer  those 
of  the  State?  Would  not  the  State  Governments 
have  leaned  insensibly  upon  this  to  fill  their  trea- 
suries? And  would  not  such  asysteip,  beyond  any 
other  that  could  be  devised,  have  led  to  render  the 
States  insignificant,  and  to  concentrate  all  power 
in  this  Government?  Yes,  sir,  in  my  opinion,  no 
other  plan  of  consolidation,  which  has  ever  been 
suggested,  or  deprecated,  would  be  more  insidious, 
more  dangerous,  or  ultimately  more  fatal  to  our 
free  institutions,  than  for  this  Government  to  be 
allowed  to  collect  and  distribute  revenu  *  amongst 
States.  If  the  States  could  be  induced  to  become 
dependent  on  the.  Greneral  Gh>vernment,  by  any 
sastem  of  policy,  this  would  most  assuredly  have 
brought  it  about. 

But,  sir,  said  Mr.  C.  this  is  not  all.  The  distri- 
bntion  bill  of  the  Senator  from  Kentucky  [Mr. 
Clat]  involved  a  violation  of  the  compacts  under 
which  the  public  domain  was  ceded  by  the  States 
to  the  General  Government.  Congress  had  repeal 
ediy  urged  upon  the  States  having  Western  terri- 
tory to  cede  it  to  the  Gkneral  Government,  as  well 
to  promote  the  harmony  of  the  Union,  as  to  aid  in 
the  payment  of  the  national  debt  which  had  grown 
o:it  of  the  war  of  the  Revolution.  The  several 
States  having  western  lands  finally  yielded  to  these 
appeals;  but  upon  express  conditions,  which  were 
assented  to  by  the  General  Government.  No  Stale 
ceded  so  large  a  territory  as  Virginia;  and  fihe  ex- 
pi'essiy  stipulated  that  the  proceeds  should  be  *'a 
citpinon  fund  for  the  uwe  and  benefit  of  such  of  the 
S  ates  as  bad  become,  or  should  become,  members 
of  the  Confederation,"  dbc  Georgia  used  sabslatt- 
tially  the  same  language;  and  a  clause  followed,  in 
each  act  of  cession,  that  the  lands  ceded  iihould  be 
^'faithfully  disposed  of  for  that  purposte,  and  for  no 
other  use  or  purpose  whatever."  These  are  tbe 
terms  of  the  compacts,  fur  the  performance  of  which 
the  faith  of  this  Government  »  pledged.  The  pro- 
ceeds are  to  be  a  '^common  fund,**  for  tht  use.aiid 


benefttafthe  whok  Union— not  for  each,  nor  any 
of  the  States  separately.  Nor  could  this  fund  be 
legitiaaMly  expended,  except  upon  objects  within 
the  eoastitatioBal  power  of  this  Government. 

Kow,  sir,  mid  Mr.  0.  where  do  you  find  in  the 
Constitation  tbe  power  of  Congress  to  appropriate 
money,  Arom  the  common  Treasury,  to  such  objects 
as  were  contemplated  by  the  Senator's  distribution 
bill?  Itprovided  that  the  distributive  shares  of  the 
several  wales  should  be  applied,  by  their  respective 
Legislatorts,  to  "objects  of  education,  internal  im- 
proTCttent,  eolonigation  p(  free  persons  of  color,  or 
the  Kimbarsement  of  any  exisung  debt  contracted 
for  internal  impiovement*'  before  the  passage  of  the 
bill. 

Tba  qvestioii  arises,  said  Mr.  C.  could  Congress 
make  «»propriations  for  such  objects,  directly,  out 
of  the  Treasury?  Where  will  you  find  the  power 
to  appropriate  money  for  purposes  of  education? 
Where  is  the  power  of  Congress  to  appropriate  mo- 
ney to  4>uild  a  national  university,  or  colleges,  or 
aeademiesi  If  any  opinion  in  favor  of  the  exercise 
of  sneh  a  power  was  ever  entertained,  it  has  been 
long  since  abandoned.  The  only  clause  in  the 
Constitution  that  has  the  remotest  relation  to  the 
suMect,  is  that  **To  promote  the  progress  of  science 
and  useful  arts,  by  securing,  for  limited  times,  to 
authors  and  inventors  the  exclusive  right  to  their 
respective  writings  and  discoveries."  And  here 
the  manner  of  promoting  the  progress  of  science 
and  useful  arts  is  specifically  laid  down,  not  by  ap- 
propriating or  granting  money,  but  by  giving  to 
authon  and  inventors,  for  limited  liiues,  the  exclu- 
sive bsaeiit  of  their  labon.  It  cannot  be  pretend- 
ed, evsa  with  ptatusibility,  that  Congress  can,  con- 
stitutioaally,  make  a  direct  appropriation  out  of 
the  Tieasnry  of  the  United  States  for  the  purposes 
oredfleation.  Is  there  any  distinction  to  be  lound 
in.  the  Constitution  between  that  portion  of  the 
treasure  of  the  nation  derived  ih>m  taxes  or  cus- 
tom^ and  that  derived  from  the  public  lands,  as  to 
the  power  of  appropriation?  Is  it  not  all  one  com- 
mon fund,  intended  for  common  and  general  pur- 
poses? Oa  what  ground  can  it  be  dented? 

In  regard  to  internal  improvement,  said  Mr.  C. 
the  provision  of  the  bill  introduced  by  the  Senator 
from  Kentucky,  was  without  restriction  or  limita- 
tion. It  did  not  limit  the  power  of  the  several  Le- 
gislatures even  to  the  debatable  class  of  national 
inprovcmenis,  or  those  which  would  facilitate  the 
national  defence,  or  advance  the  general  interest  of 
the  nation.  Hie  whole  fund  mi^t  have  been  ap- 
plied to  ot^jects  of  a  character  strictly  local .  Then, 
waiving  the  question  for  the  present,  whether  im- 
provements of  a  national  character  be  within  the 
competency  of  thoGeneral  Gove -pment,  it  cannot 
be  maintained  that  the  provision  under  considera- 
tion was  coastitntional,  in  this  point  of  view.  But, 
to  make  the  objection  still  more  conclusive,  the  lat- 
ter part  of  the  clause  authorized  the  application  of 
the  money  by  the  State  Legislatures  to  the  **retm- 
bursemeat  of  «ay  ixMi^  dell  eontrtteUifor  in/emei 
fs^presfSMnC'*  What  kind  of  internal  improve- 
ment? Any  Jdad;  that  which  was  merely  local,  as 
wellasanyodier. 

Bat,  sir»  said  Mr.  C.  the  most  objectionable  of 
all  the  obfsdi  contemplated  for  the  application  of 
the  foa^  to  be  distributed,  remains  to  be  noticed: 
it  was  for  the  "telonization  of  free  persons  of  co- 
lor.** Tins  clause  of  the  provision  involved  con- 
sequences more  serious  and  alarming  than  all  the 
odieia.  It  was  hiit  the  first  step  towards  the  as- 
sumpCioA  o(  a  power  in  this  Government,  of  all 
olhen  the  most  dangerous  to  the  interest,  peace, 
and  stability  of  the  Union.  Where  in  the  Consti- 
tatioB  is  to  be  foiud  the  power  of  Congress  to  ap- 
proprialc  money  for  the  colonization  of  free  per- 
sons of  color?  Would  it  not  be  as  easy  to  find  a 
power  to  legislate  in  reference  to  another  class  of 
our  colored  popolatiMi?  Yes,  sir:  and  whenever 
GoBgmi  shall  undertake  to  legislate  in  behalf  of 
ft«s  perwws  of  color,  it  will  be  but  the  first  step, 
the  entering  wedge,  towards  reading  thisUuion 


Well^  sir,  ssid  Mr.  C.  it  csnnot  be  pretended  that 
Congium  could  make-a  direct  appropriation  of  mo- 
■ey,  out  of  the  Tkuasury,  for  any  of  the  objects 
spsdflsdhi  Ois  biU,  which  was  introduced  by  the 
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Senator  from  Kentucky.     Could  th^y  do  it  indf- 
rccily   with  any  mor*-  propriety?     Would  it  be 
more  allowable  or  excusable  for  Conj^ress  to  cause 
the  money  to  be  handed  ever  to  the  State  authori- 
ties, und^r  an  express  injunction  to  apply  it  to  the 
same  unconstitutional  objects?  of  would  it  alter 
the  case  to  anticipate  or  inicrccpt  the  receipt  of  the 
money  into  the  Treasury  of  the  United  Slates,  by 
a  law  for  its  transfer  to  the  States  in  advatice? 
N*,  sir:  certainly  no  man  will  be  so  disingcnuotis 
'  as  to  attempt  to  escape  er  evade  the  restraints  of 
the  Cons:itution  by  any  such  quibble.    If  Congress 
could  not  appropriate  the  money  directly  to  the 
purnoses  of  education,  of  internal  improvement, 
or  the  colonization  of  free  persons  of  color,  they 
coald  not  do  it  indirectly,  through  the  Agency  of 
the  States:  the  one  would  be  an  infraction  6f  the 
Consiitition  as  palpable  as  the  other.    Nor  does 
the  Constitution  make  any  distineiion  between  the 
revenue  derived  from  the  sale  of  the  public  lands 
and  that  derived  from  other  sources.    It  is  all  a 
common  fund,  a  common  treasure,  for  national 
and  general  purposes,  and  not  for  State  or  local 
purposes. 

I  will  heie  take  occasion  to  say,  (said  Mr.  C.) 
that  I  am  opposed  to  a  distribution  of  the  funds  of 
the  nation  amongst  the  Stales  in  every  form  yet 
proposed,  or  of  which  I  can  conceive.  Hence,  he 
said,  he  would  be  opposed  to  a  disiributfon  of  the 
pi;oceeds  ot  the  public  lands  amongst  the  States, 
with  or  wiihout  (he  specification  of  the  objects  to 
which  they  were  to  be  applied,  becau^lie  believed 
Congress  possessed  no  power  to  make  such  a  distri- 
bution, and  becanse  the  tendency  of  such  a  policy 
would  be  to  destroy  the  independent  character  of 
'  the  Stales,  and  to  concentrate  all  power  in  this 
Govern  menl.  • 

Under  such  views  as  he  had  expressed,  Mr.  C. 
said  he  could  never  agree  that  the  bill,  which  was 
intended  to  distribute  the  net  proceeds  of  the  pnb- 
licland  amongst  the  seveial  States,  was  favorable 
in  its  bearings  upon  the  interests  of  the  new  States 
or  in  its  probable  effects  upon  the  Government  of 
the  Union.  Whilst  it  would  have  been  most 
highly  injurious  to  the  peculiar  intextsts  of  the  new 
Slates,  its  inevitable  tendency  was,  to  corrupt  and 
degrade  all  the  Sratrs,  and  through  the  unrestrained 
distribution  of  money  amdngst  ihem,  by  this  Go- 
vernment, to  augment  its  already  great  powers  to 
an  illimitable  and  ruinous  extent. 

Mr.  TIPTON  observed  that  he  did  not  rise  lo 
prolong  the  debatu;  but  as  his  position  on  a  former 
occasion  did  not  seem  to  lie  understood,  he  thought 
it  right  to  make  a  brief  explanation.  He  would 
just  stale  how  it  happened  thai  h^  made  any  re- 
marks with  regard  to  the  speech  of  the  Senator 
from  Kentucky,  which  he  did  not  hear.  When  the 
pre-emption  bill  was  under  discussion  at  the  last 
session,  he  was  absent  for  a  short  time  In  a  com- 
mittee room,  preparing  a  bill,  and  when  he  returned 
to  his  seat  in  the  Senate,  the  Senator  from  Kentucky 
was  reading  from  a  newspaper.  He  (Mr.  T.)  in- 
quired of  a  friend  what  was  going  on,  and  was  told 
the  Senator  from  Kentucky  was  reading  a  newspa- 
per published  in  Indiana,  and  he  has  been  saying 
harsh  things  of  your  constituents.  The  next  day 
he  took  an  opportunity  to  rpply  to  the  remarks 
made  by  the  Senator  from  Kentucky;  defending  the 
squatters  on  the  public  lands,  and  quoted  the  words 
which  hp  was  informed  the  Senator  from  Kentucky 
had  used.  A  few  days  after  this  the  Senator 
from  Kentucky  called  his  attention  to  a  report  of 
his  (Mr.  T»s)  speech,  as  published  in  the  newspa- 
pf»rs,  and  stated  that  he  did  not  use  ih«  words  there 
attributed  to  him.  He  repeated  words  which  he 
Slid  he  used  on  the  occasion  referred  to.  I  adopted 
his  own  words,  and  they  were  published  in  the 
pamphlet  copy"  of  my  speech.    \f  these  ar?  the 

words  now  quoted  by  the  Senator  from  Illinois 

and  I  believe  they  arc^tbey  arc  the  very  words 
tarnished  by  the  member  from  Kentucky.  He 
surely  h?s  no  just  grounds'  to  complain  of  these 
words  being  now  repeated.  Now,  from  what  had 
been  said  to-day,  it  might  be  inferred  that  J  used 
words  in  my  sof ech  which  I  retracted  next  day; 
but  the  fact  is,  1  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  correc- 
tion, bnt  to  rell  the  tr«th.  When  a  ihhig^  was  said 
or  done  here,  I  havt  no  other  objeAlhan  la  let  the 
troth  foi*tb6ptoplecoiMMmii0lii;.::'  ,. 


GRADUATION  BILL. 

REMARKS  OF  MR.  BUCHANAN, 
Of  Penwsylvania. 
In  Sm^e,   ThvndMf,  Jtmuary  17,  1839— On  the 
amendment  proposed  by  Mr.  Clay  of  Kentucky, 
to  redoce  the  price  of  the  public  lands  which  had 
been  subject  to  private  entry  for  fifteen  years,  in 
favoi  of  actual  settlers,  in  limited  quantities,  at 
50,  75  and  100  cents  per  acre,  and  to  distribute 
the  proceeds  of  all  the   public  lands  among  the 
several  States,  after  the  1st  day  of  July,  1840. 
JVlr.  BUCHANAN  said  it  was  very  far  from  his 
intention,  on  the  present  occasion,  to  follow. the 
Senator  from  Kentucky  [Mr.  Clay]  throughout  the 
whole  course  of  his  alignment.    He  had  ritcen  more 
for  the  purpose  of  defining  his  own  position  in  rela- 
tion to  this  question,  than  of  attempting  to  enlighten 
the  opinkms  of  other  Senators. 

He  could  not  h<lp  congratulating  the  country 
and  the  Senate  that  the  Senator  from  Kentucky  had 
jost  ezpressetl  his  concurrence  in  opinion  with  the 
illusirions  individual  at  the  Hermitage,  in  regard  to 
the  propriety  of  selling  small  tracts  of  the  public 
land  to  actual  settlers  at  reduced  prices.  When 
two  such  high  authorities  united,  he  supposed  the 
question  might  almost  be  considered  as  settled. 
The  extremes  had  met  in  favor  of  this  principle; 
and,  in  his  opinion,  a  wiser,  more  just,  or  more 
politic  principle  in  regard  to  the  disposition  of  the 
public  lands  could  not  be  established,  prf»vided  it 
were  confined  within  safe  and  proper  limits.  From 
his  very  first  entrance  into  public  life  up  till  the  pre- 
sent moment,  be  had  ever  entertained  the  opinion, 
that  the  man  who  first  went  into  the  wilderness  and 
felled  the  forest  ought  to  be  regarded  with  peculiar 
favor.  Such  a  man,  who,  by  the  sweat  of  his  brow, 
had  provided  a  hon^  for  himself  and  his  family, 
would  rear  up  children  endowed  with  the  frank  and 
manlv  virtues  which  w»re  the  firmest  support  of 
republican  institutions.  Whilst  encouraginjf  such 
actual  settlers,  we  wer^  acting  in  the  best  manner 
to  promote  our  interest  as  proprietors  of  the  public 
land.  Every  improvement  mat'e  by  an  actual  set- 
tler added  value  to  all  the  surrounding  lands,  and 
enabled  the  Government  to  sell  them  the  more 
speedily  at  the  standard  price. 

Peculiar  rea.«»ons  now  existed  why  we  should  en- 
courage the  settlement  of  the  country  on  the  ex- 
treme western  limits  of  the  Stales  and  Territory 
beyond  the  MissisMppi.  It  had  been  our  policy  to 
remove  all  the  Indians  from  the  States,  and  settle 
them  immediately  beyond  our  extreme  western 
frontier.  There  these  wsHike,  restless  and  discon- 
tented savages  were  brought  together  in  great  num- 
bers. Now  what  stronger  barrier  could  we  raise 
agamst  their  hostile  incursions,  than  to  people  this 
frontier  with  a  bold  and  hardy  race  of  actual  set- 
tlers, accustomed  to  ihft  toils  and  perils  of  the  re- 
mote wilderness?  Such  a  population  might  prevent 
war,  and  if  war  should  cooic,  would  save  us  the 
efiu-sion  of  much  human  blood,  and  millions  of 
money,  in  conducting  it.  The  wisest  nations  of  an- 
tiquity had  always  acted  upon  the  same  principle. 
It  was  the  policy  of  the  Romans  to  send  military 
colonies  to  their  frontiers,  to  be  a  barrier  amnst 
the  incursions  of  the  barbarians. 

Whilst  these  were  his  fixed  convictions,  he  could 
not  fopect  the  Interest  of  his  own  immediate  consti- 
luents  in  the  public  lands;  and  if  this  bill  prom  sed 
as  the  bill  of  the  last  session  had  done,  to  graduate 
the  price  of  the  public  lands  in  favor  of  all  persons 
It  should  again  have  encountered  his  opposition! 
Bnt  It  was  now  strictly  confined  to  actual  settler?- 
and  no  actual  settler  could  acquire  a  patent  under 
It  to  more  than  half  a  section  of  land,  and  not  even 
10  thai,  until  he  had  established,  by  clear  proof,  that 
he  had  settled,  improved,  and  cultivated  it,  accord- 
me  to  the  terms  and  spirit  of  tbc  law,  although  be 
was  obliged  to  pay  the  purchase  money  in  advance 
In  favor  of  snen  a  setiire,  the  bill  reduced  the 
price  of  that  portion  of  the  public  hind  which  hid 
been  in  the  market  and  remained  unsold  for  more 
than  five  years,  from  |l  25  to  fl  per  acre;  and 
soch  of  this  land  as  had  remained  unsold  Tor  more 
than  ten  years,toseventy-five  cents  per  acre.  In  order 
that  we  might  fairly  test  the  practical  operation  of  this 
•*— *-  before  we  Buutoit  a  pemaasw  liiw  of  the 


land,  the  bill  had  been  amended,  on  his  nwtioD  » 
as  to  limit  it  to  the  period  of  five  year*.  BeiSJ. 
the  expiration  of  this  term  the  subject  wouW  anin 
be  brought  before  Congress,  and  *e  could  thtn  aet 
with  all  the  lights  of  experience.  He  could  not 
vote  for  the  amendment  proposed  by  the  Seaatoi 
from  Kentucky,  because  be  thought  that  it  vent 
too  far,  in  reducing  the  price  of  any  portion  of  the 
public  lands  to  fifty  cents  per  acre,  aUhouk  it 
might  have  been  fifteen  years  in  laarket  witli- 
out  finding  a  purchaser.  It  was  too  loiig  a  suidi 
to  go  down  at  once  from  one  dollar  and  twe&if- 
five  aents  to  fifty  cents  per  acre. 

Tht  bill,  amended  as  it  has  been,  will  prentt 
fraud  in  the  most  eflTectual  manner,  becaoeeself 
interest  will  present  no  temptalioa  to  the  commit 
sion  of  fraud.    It  had  often  been  uiged  u  in  u* 
gument  against  the  pre-emption  system,  that  lp^ 
eulafors  under  it  hired   individuals  to  bcaooc 
settlers  upon  lands  before  they  were  offered  at  pab> 
tic  sale    that  the  choicest  and  most  valuable  uieii 
were  granted  to  those  individuals  as  actual  aettlcn 
at  the  minraBvm  price,  instead  of  being  exposed  to 
public  sale,  and  were  then  immediately  coafejed  to 
the  speculators.  He  did  not  doubi  that  in  some  caw 
such  had  been  the  fact.    In  regard  to  the  afiioil 
settlers  for  whom  this  bill  provides,  no  such  objec- 
tion could  exist.    No   speculator  would  be  sock 
a-  fool  as  to  incur  the  expense  of  employing  an  in- 
dividual to  make  an  actual  settlement  on  a  tuetef 
330  acres  of  land,  for  the  purpose  of  procuriog  'A 
at  one  dollar  per  acre,  and  then  wait  for  thetilk 
until  the  settlement  had  aetualiy  been  made,  thM 
he  could  go  at  any  moment  to  the  land  oflioe,  aiid 
obtain  a  title  for  it  immediately,  atfl  25  per  acre. 
The  differcnee  of  price  wonkl  only  be  $fiO  oi  i 
half  section,  which  had  remained  un«oid  for  fife 
years,  and  $160  if  it  had  remained  unsold  for  tea 
years.    The  cost  of  employmg  an  individual  lo 
make  a  seltlemi^nt  woald  be  greater,  in  eithei  ciac, 
than  the  reduction  uf  price.     Besides,  thesprctili- 
tor  always  pounces  upon  the  best  portions  of  the 
land  immediately  after  it  is  brought  into  markel 
He  seeks  not  the  lands  for  whom  no  personwis 
found  as  a   purchaser,  during  periods  of  fire  ud 
ten  years.    This  provision,  then,  will  be  abnosl 
exclusively  confined  to  poor  men,  who  are  oot  able 
to  pay  the  present  prices  for  a  quarter  or  a  half 
quarter   section  of  land,  and  who  are  willing  to 
provide  themselves  a  home  upon  the  less  valoabhi 
public  lands,  at  a  small  reduction  frum  tbepraeiQl 
prices.    It  opens  no  door  for  speculation  and  frteii 
Now,  sir,  if  we   were  to  judge  from  ibediicr" 
sion  upon  this  question,  we  might  consider  it  one 
vast  importance,  calculated  in  its  conspquenca 
shake  the  whole  land  system  of  the  country;  I 
view  it  as  truth  presents  it,  and  we  find  it  to  be 
very  small  affair.    What  is  this  land  system  is 
at  present  exists?    The  public  lands  are  sanrefu^ 
and  are  then  exposed  to  public  sale;  but  thesesale 
have  ever  been  so  managed  that  they  have  broo< 
but  p.  fraction  more  than   the  minimum  price  < 
Jl  25  ))cr  acre.    After  these  public  sales,  all* 
residje  of  the  land  is  subject  to  be  entered  am 
time^yany  individual,  at  ^1  35  per  acre;  and  Ihi 
are  now  more  than  seventy  millions  of  acrvs  iai 
cendiiion.    The  best  lands  are  always  the fint I 
lected;  whilst  their  settlement  and   improrcaa 
give  additional  value  to  tho5e  which  remain  of  | 
inferior  quality.  These  inferior  lands  in  socoeait 
come  into  demand,  and   are  5old  at  thesaaenl 
Thi»  progress,  however,  has  been  so  ihow,th 
r otwithstanding  the  rage  for  spcculatkm  whiohs 

isted  for  some  years  previous  to  the  late  c ^ 

of  specie  payments,  we  still  have  on  hand 

seventy  millions  of  acres  subject  to  private 
This  bill  will  only  operate  upon  saqfi  <  f  these 
as  have  been  in  market  for  fite  or  for  ts 
without  finding  a  purehaser;  and,  m  its  , 
form,  can  produce  but  little  effect,  one  way 
other,  upon  the  (Public  revenue. 

On  this  landsystem,fora  number  ofyeaiSf^ 
principle  of  pre-emption  has  been  engrafted, « 
means  nothing  more  iban  that  the  pionccriof 

Ilzaiion,  who  go  into  the  wilderneasia    

the  public  sales,  shall  be  permitted  to 
exclusion  of  all  other  people,*  the  sa 
land  on  which  ihey  hai^  ttttled.  at  §1 
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Benate. 
■      .  ^-  «     === 

pride  and  ihe  best  defence  of  the  natioa  from  fo-  . 
reign  aggi«s»ion7  Hare  we  too  many  vessels  of 
war,  or  aie  (bare  too  many  of  tbem  in  commission 
for  the  protecuon  of  oar  commerc«?  I  think  the 
Senator  will  not  answer  in  the  affirmative.  The 
army  and  navy  are  jv^torioosly  the  chief  causes  of 
oiir  pef  nanent  expenditnrej  and  if  they  cannot  be 
redgiyd,  is  it  not  unjust  to  charge  the  Administra* 
tion  with  extra\ygance  in  maintaining  them?  But 
the  Senator  complains  that  the  ezpen»«s  of  our 
civil  libt.at  the  origin  of  the  Government  did  no^ 
eiceed  |600,000i  and  now  ihey  have  greatly  in- 
creased. He  might  as  well  complain  that  the  coat 
which  was  sufficient  to  cover  a  child  in  its  infancy 
was  not  large  enouch  for  the  same  purpose  after  it 
had  grown  to  the  dimensions  of  a  giant.  Since 
rhen  we  have  doubled  the  numbec  of  States  of  the 
Union,  and  quadrupled  our  population,  and  ex- 
tended in  every  form  our  foreign  and  domestic  re- 
lations; and  yet  the  Senator  would  have  us  expend 
no  more  money  on  the  civil  list  than  in  the  days  of 
our  infancy.  Now  economy  was  a  homely  virtue. 
It  did  not  deal  in  generals,  but  in  particulars.  It 
saved  wherever  it  could.  One  of  the  most  extrava- 
gant men  he  had  ever  known  was  one  of  the  most 
powerful  preachers  of  economy  in  the  general.  .If 
the  Senator  can  neither  reduce  the  army,  nor  the  na- 
vy, nor  the  number  of  those  employed  in  civil 
service,  then  I  would  ask  him  to  lay  his  hand  up* 
on  any  abosea  which  may  exist  in  either  service. 
Let  him,  said  Mr.  B.  descend  from  generals  to  par- 
ticulars, and  I  shall  go  with  him.  Let  him  point 
to  any  individual  inst.aaee.  qt  extravagance,  with 
which  the  Administration  is  fairly  chargeable,  and 
I  will  unite  wiih  him  in  coademniog  and  correcting 
it.  Till  this  shall  be  doni:,  these  general  charges 
amount  to  nothing. 

Mr.  B.  said  that  in  regard  to  the  allowance  of 
private  claims,  he  iva^  one  of  those  who  had  sub- 
jected himself  to  the  charge  of  ilhberality  for  hav 
ing  scrutinized  them  with  too  much  severity.  As 
an  individual,  he  might  be,  and  he  trusted  he  was 
aufficiently  liberal  with  his  own  money;  but  he  did 
not  feel  that  he  bad  a  right  to  give  away  that  of  the 
people.  He  was,  therefore,  prepared  to  unite  with 
ilia  Senatnc  ia  exposing  and  correoiing  every  ex- 
Umvagance  ia  the  administration  of  the  Govern- 
meat.  All  he  wanted  was  tne  ability  to  discover 
this  extravagance. 

To  letorn  to  the  subjei^,  he  did  not  think  this. 
Waa  a  propitious  moment  to  make  any  general  and 
radical  cbange  in  our  land  system,  such  as  the  Se- 
nator *p<^>P^^«  ^^  ^^'^  ^^^  approaching  the 
cloae  of  the  last  session  of  along  and  stormy  Con* 
gress;  and  its  few  renaaining  we^  could  be  better, 
■iBch  better,  employed  than  in  discussing  the 
amendment,  which  it  was  morally  certain  could 
not  beaome  a  Jaw  hefoie  its  termination.  The  bill 
pvopoied  noehanteftB  the  system,  but  merely  that 
9f  giving  to  actual  settlers  the  right  of  purchssing, 
in  limited  quantities,  at  a  small  reduction  of  price, 
lands  which  had  been  refused  by  other  purchasers 
fortperiods  of  ts^  and  ten  yaars;  and  to  the  ro- 
dent owners  of  lands  in  the  new  States,  the  same 
limited  right  of  purchasing  such  vacant  lands,  pro- 
vidad.any  auoh  adjoinaJ  their  present  tracts.  Whilst 
heahouhlaheeri'uHy  vate  for  the  bill,  he  would  vote 
with  ejqual  cheerfulness  against  the  Senator^ 
ameiMladent. 


ynblic  rales  shall  not  be  permitted  ta  purchase 
i)iM  poor  men  out  of  house  and  home,  and  thus 
ooevert  to  their  own  benefit  the  toil  and  the  danger 
vhifih  they  have  endured,  in  erecting  cabins  and 
esltivaling  spots  of  ground  beyond  the  limits  of 
dviUzation,  to  shelter  and  support  themselves  and 
their  families.  This  bill  proposes  to  engraft  ano- 
IbfT,  though  a  similar,  principle  upon  the  land  sys- 
tem. It  proposes  to  sell  to  the  poor  5ettler,  in 
flBtll  quantities,  such  of  the  public  lands  as  have 
ifBaiaed  unsold  for  more  than  dve  or  ten  years,  at 
1  redaction  of  price,  in  the  fir^t  case,  of  twinty-five 
eeats,  and,  in  the  last,  of  fifty  cents  per  acre, 
nil  trifling  boon,  if  such  it  may  be  considered, 
will  not  affect  the  general  system.  It  is  a  small 
departure  from  it,  in  favor  of  a  meritorious  class, 
which  time  and  circumstances,  and  the  condition  of 
tbe  DewStates,  have  rendered  necessary.  Ii  \»  one 
which  we  should  most  cheerfully  gmnt;  and  he 
k\\  perfectly  convinced  that  his  constituents 
voald  never  eondenan  him  for  giving  such  a  vote. 
Wbilst  these  were  .his  Mutiments  in  regard  to  this 
pifticnlar  matter,  he  was  by  no  means  prepared  at 
the  present  moment  to  uufettle  the  settled  policy  of 
tbeOovernment  in  regard  to  the  general  disposition 
lad  sale  of  the  public  lands. 

He  should  now  proceed  to  make  some  remarks 
in  regard  to  that  ponitm  of  ibe  Senator's  amend- 
aunt  which,  proposed  to 'distribute  the  proceeds  of 
Ihe  public  lands,  aAer  the  first  day  of  July,  1840, 
aiBoag  ibe  several  Suites.    At  an  early  period  of 
his  Coiafcressional  career,  be  had  been  friendly  to 
a  similar  meaaurci       When  the    Senator  had 
hnt  hroqght  forward  his  distribution  bill,  he,  Mr.  B. 
had  voted  for  it,  though  be  was  then  acting  under 
iastmctions  from  the  Legislature  of  Pennsylvania. 
It  wu,  however,  proper  to  say  that  he  never  would 
have  been  the  agent  in  givins:  such  a  vote,  had  he 
deemed  the  measuie  lo  be  unoooatitutional.    Such 
hid  not  iben  b»en  his  opinion,  nor  was  it  so  now. 
flbould  this  measure  hereafter  be  pressed,  at  a  pe- 
riod when  our  finances  were  in  a  condition  to  ren- 
der the  revenue  derived  from  the  public  lands  un- 
necessary for  the  support  of  the  Government,  he 
would  decide  upon  the  qnestioii,  as  it  might  then 
he  presented,  under  all  the  existing  circumstances. 
At  the  present  moment,  he  was  decidedly  opposed 
10  the  Senator'*  amendment.    Our  revenue  was 
now  scarcely  sufficient,  with  the  utmost  economy, 
to  meet  our  expenditures.    There  were  still  eight 
minions  of  outstanding  Treasury  notes,  ik  hich  must 
shortly  be  redeeoked.    The  Florida  war,  which  was 
meh  a  fmitfni  eeurce  of  expenditure,  had  not  yet 
been    terminaled.     He  might   enumerate   other 
caaees  of  extraonlinary  expenditure.    He  asked, 
was  this  a  moment  to  pass  a  bill  which  would  de- 
prive the  Government  of  the  revenue  derived  from 
Ihe  puJbUc   lands?    He   would   never   consent  to 
place  the  AdminisiFation  and  the  country  in  such 
a  dileaima.    The  Senator  seemed  to  be  aware  of 
.  tiiia  difficall|r,  and  in,  order  to  overcome  ir,  had  ex- 
pieaard  the  opinion  that  before  July,  1840,  the  re- 
▼eoflerderived  from  customs  would  be  sufficient  of 
k$elf  for  our  expenditures,  without  the  aid  of  the 
paMie  lands.    He  was  sorry  that  he  could  notjenter- 
tain  the  aame  opinion.    We  all  know  that,  under 
tbc  eompromiae  act,   the  rate    of  duties  impos- 
ed ML    foreign    imports    was-  sinking  every  two 
|«afs.      Was  this  a    moment,   theU)    when    our 
tzpenaes  saflct   be  necessarily  great,   to   lop  ofl 
Ib^  revenue  derived  from  the  pobhc  lands,  and 
0w  it  away  to  the  Sutesi    He  thought  not    He 
imJjr  believed   that,  if  this  meabure  should  be 
••ifi^lrd,  we  must  either  create  a  national  debtor 
ttesease  the  tariff*.  But  the  Senator  says,  let  us  pass 
#0  hill  now,  and  if,  at  the  fiist  session  of  the  next 
CSongfiaas,  ii^ould  be  found  necessary,  we  can  then 
aaqwnd  or  repeal  (h«  act.    Now,  for  himself,  he 
tMiiomJ  it  to  be  the  part  of  wisdom  to  wait  until 
Ike  toanees  of  the  eoootry  were  in  such  a  condi- 
as  to  jojtify  the  wididrawai  of  the  proceeds  of 
public  lands  from  the.  public  Tieasury,  before 
aJMpokl  take  the  question  into  fierious  considera- 
|l  -arouldbiB  miscnble  policy  to  spend  time 
'a  lawr,at  ifiiatesaion,  w;faich  we  had  rea- 
iliava  '.W0  mtghi  be  con^pelled  to  repeal  at 
iV6OhPe«(->aefli90n;  apd  thaUmore  especially,  as 
natar  4id  ,1101  jnopoee  that  his  distribution 
4ah«fi|»l^l»iil  the  tjaf^^j  uC  July,  1840. 


In  any  view  of  the  case,  there  was  no  propriety  in 
acting  upon  the  subject  at  the  present  session  of 
Congress;  and  if  the  attempt  were  persisted  in,  it 
would  only  consume  important  time,  and  prevent 
us  from  passing  other  laws  of  pressing  necebsily. 

The  Senator  says  that  the  expenditures  of  this 
Government  have  increased  enormously,  and  un- 
less the  AdministfaUon  shouUl  use  more  economy, 
an  increase  of  the  tariff  would  be  mevitable.  He 
had  heard  the  same  declaration  over  and  over  again 
en  ihii>  floor,  from  Opposition  Senators,  since  the 
commencement  of  the  present  session.  It  was  the 
easiest  thing  in  the  world  to  make  general  charges 
of  wasteful  expenditure,  and,  by  comparing  the 
aggregate  amonni  of  expenditures  for  the  last  few 
years  with  that  of  fornwr  times,  to  present  a  plausi- 
ble statement  for  the  purpose  of  alarming  the  fears 
of  the  people.  But,  do  we  not  ail  know  the  causey 
ijf  this  increased  expenditure?  We  have  had  to 
prosecute  a  most  expensive  war  in  Florida;  and  is 
there  any  man  in  the  country  who  would  say  that 
Ibis  war  ought  to  be  arrestedl  that  the  United 
States  ought  to  cower  before  th^  prowess  of  Uie 
Seminole  Indians?  and  that  the  frontier  should  be  ex- 
posed to  their  merciless  depredations,  for  the  sake  of 
saving  money?  This  war,  then,  has  been  one  scarce 
of  increased  expense.  Another  cause  which  greatly 
increased  the  aggregate  amount  of  our  expenditure 
for  the  last  few  years,  was  the  vast  suats  of  money 
which,  in  our  liberal  policy,  we  had  paid  for  the 
extinguishment  of  the  Indian  title  to  lands  within 
the  difi*erent  States.  Who  regrets  thi^  Who 
would  not  now  pursue  the  same  course  under  the 
same  circumstances?  And  yet  all  this  expenditure 
has  been  charged  to  the  extravagance  of  the  pre- 
sent Administration.  He  had  seen  estimates  of 
the  gioss  amount  annually  expended  by  this  Ad* 
ministration,  which,  strange  ^  it  may  seem,  ac- 
tually included  as  an  item  of  ^heir  extravagance 
the  millions  of  indemnities  which  the  late  Admi- 
nistration had  prociued  from  foreign  nations  for 
American  merchants.  These  had  first  been  paid 
into  the  Treasury,  and  were  afterwards  paid  out  to 
those  entitled  to  receive  them  under  the  diflferent 
treaties;  and  these  very  disbursements  were  one 
item  10  swell  the  apparent  aggregate  of  the  account 
current  against  the  Administration,  and  to  prove 
that  it  was  a  most  extravagant  Admiiiistratioo. 
The  money  collected  from  foreign  Governments,  by 
the  vigorous  and  successful  diplomany  of  General 
Jackson,  was  thus  used  for  the  purpose  of  proving 
a  charge  of  profligate  extravagance  against  his 
successor. 

If  the  Senator  desires  to  test  the  question  whether 
he  or  I  arA  the  most  economical,  I  am  ready  for  the 
trial.  Let  him  point  to  any  single  expeiiditure 
which  can,  with  justice  to  the  country,  be  reduced, 
and  if  I  bhall  not  go  as  far  as  he  will,  then  he  may 
brand  me  wiih'  the  charge  of  wasteful  exuravagance. 
Will  he  reduce  the  army?  Are  twelve  thousand 
men  too  great  an  army  lor  a  nation  of  fifteen  mil- 
lions ol  people? 

[Here  Mr.  Ci.ay  said  it  was,  and  that  he  woukl 
reduce  it.] 

Mr.  B.  resumed.  Twelve  thousand  men  too 
numerous,  wiih  a  seacoast  stretching  from  Canada 
to  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  and  thence  to  the  Sabiae, 
with  the  Florida  war  on  hand  to  the  South,  and  In- 
dian hostilities  threatened  along  our  whole  Western 
bordei,  and  with  the  task  of  preserving  our  neutral 
relations  throughout  the  whole  extent  of  our  Canada 
frontier!  Reduce  the  army,  with  an. inland  boun- 
dary of  thousands  and  ihousaiuls  of  miles,  and 
without  any  certainty  that  frar  may  not  rage  along 
iis  whole  extent  before  the  end  of  another  yearl 
Why,  sir,  a  sufficient  number  of  men  are 
scarcely  left  en  the  seaboard,  I  will  not  say  lo 
garrii^on  our  fortifications,  but  merely  to  take  caie 
of  them,  and  keep  up  the  police  necessary  for  their 
preservation.  Why,  it  is  a  subject  of  astonish- 
ment for  the  whole  world  that  our  army  is  so  small. 
Now,  sir,  I  do  not  believe  that  the  Senator  him- 
self, after  a  moment'^  reflection,  would  reduce  the 
army  below  twelve  thousand  men;  and  if  he  did,  I 
feel  confident  that,  great  as  is  his  influence  here,  he 
could  not  iuid  four  Senators  of  the  whole  body  to 
sustain  him  in  the  attempu  Then  if  the  expendir 
tares  for  the  acmy  cannot  be  lessened,  wo4ld  ihe 
Sepator  wish. to  reduce  the  n^vy«  which. is  .the 


REMARKS  OF  MR.  FULTON, 
Of  Arkansas, 
III  Senole,  We^naiaff,  January  9, 1839— On  the  bill 
to  reduce  and  graduate  the  price  of  the  public 
lands,- the  question  being  on  the  amendment  pro** 
posed  hy  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands, 
granting  the  right  of  purchase  at  the  reduced 
prices  to  owne'rs  of  contiguous  lands. 
Mr.    FULTON   observed    that  the  discussion 
which  the  bill'had  undergone,  bad  been  a  matter 
of  great  surprise  to  h*m,  particolaily  as  a  gradu- 
ation bill  had  passed'this  body  at  the  last  session, 
aAer  the'most  ample  eximination  and  considera* 
lion.  '  It  was  nenoi'have  been  anticipated  by  those 
who  then  -so  ardently  and  feelingly  supported  the 
righliHLnd  interests  of.  the  settlers  in  the  new  States, 
iMit  they  should  again,  at  this  session,  have  to  en- 
eouOenMlih  deiermi|Md'0|ipaoiiQi.    -This  dittttw 
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-sioa  had  shed  maeh  light  upon  the  sobjaeC,  bttt  ha 
thought,  instead  of  proving  that  the  mcianini  wia 
inexpedient,  it  had  proved  it  to  be  one  of  gicat  na* 
tional  importance.  Hedidnet,  howeveTi  pitlend 
to  blame  Senators  for  the  eonm  wUali  they  fdt  it 
to  be  their  doty  to  porsue.  He  faarad  that  any 
Senators  believed  thht  thoee  who  repms>H<  il» 
new  States  on  that  floor,  wert  ooaaHMtly  MUaami 
ing  to  impose  opon  Congrtss,  aad  lagtttwUor 
the  pnblic  lands,  withont  being  witHag  to  p«r  m 
just  and  adeqoate  eonsideratioa  fhr  than.  IW 
violent  opposition  whieh  all  nmmtm  hcvhig  for 
their  object  a  relaiatioa  of  the  rigid  t^ms  iapoaad 
by  existing  laws  opoa  the  entenriaing  poriMMi  of 
onr  popnlation,  who  are  seeking  homes  in  Iht  unw 
Sutes,  and  which  had  greatly  retarded  the  aale  and 
settlement  of  the  public  lands,  had  eonvtnoed  hia 
thit  the  trae  sitnattoa  of  those  lank  whiah  have 
been  offered  for  sale  is  not  understood  by  the  mo- 
ple  of  the  old  States,  and  that  the  Bsahlors  nom 
the  new  States  are  smeeted  of  atiemptiiig  to  piao- 
tice  deception  upon  Congress  in  all  the  neaaiirsa 
which  it  is  their  duty  to  bring  forward  vpoii  this 
subject.  He  said  he  did  not.believe  fhtt  a  single 
Senator  could  be  found  who  would  be  willing  to 
oppose  the  bill  under  considomtion,  if  he  really  be- 
lieved that  its  provisions  would  opmte  exelnsively 
upon  refase  lands,  such  lands  aa  were  in  re- 
ality not  worth,  in  their  wild  state,  the  mini- 
mnm  price  of  the  public  land^  and  yet  such 
was  the  true  state  of  die  case,  at  least  in  the 
Southwest,  in  regard  to  lands  whieh  bad  been 
for  some  years  in  the  market  He  would  not  deny 
that  millions  of  acres  of  lands,  which  had  been 
offered  for  sale  for  a  aomberof  years,had8ald  within 
the  last  three  yean  at  the  minimum  priea.  The 
docament,  so  conduijive  as  it  was  thoQ|^  to  be  in 
refutaiion  of  the  argument  that  the  landain  market 
ought  to  be  reduced  in  priee,  after  having  failed  to 
find  a  purchaser  for  a  number  of  years,  pieaeatod 
this  morning  by  the  Senator  from  Marytand,  and 
which  went  to  prove  that,  even  within  the  last  year, 
three-fourths  of  the  land  that  had  been  sold 
was  land  which  had  been  some  tima  in  maiw 
ket,  could,  as  he  thought,  be  very  easily  explainad. 
It  was  the  result  of  the  land  mania  of  1885^ 
During  those  vean,  snch  was  the  spirit  of  specula- 
tion in  the  public  lands,  that  all  the  new  States 
were  thoroughly  explored  and  examined;  iadividv- 
als  were  employed,  who  went  in  compaaiaa  through 
all  the  public  lands  that  were  open  to  eatiy;  and 
every  foot  of  land  of  any  value  was  maiked  and 
noted,  and  scarcely  an  acre  which  the  apeeulatois 
supposed  would,  even  in  some  yean  to  eone, 
bring  over  a  dollar  and  a  quarter,  was  peradtted 
to  lemam  unentered.  So  generally  waa  this  the 
case  thronghont  the  Southwest,  and  particnlariy 
in  the  cotton  region,  that  hn  fek  eonfldemt 
that  of  the  lands  already  In  the  market  in  all 
that  region,  a  very  few  hundred  aerss  indeed 
could  now  be  found  that  would  be  eonaidered 
worth  a  dollar  and  a  quarter  per  acre.  This  uni- 
versal sweep  ol  all  the  valuable  lands  in  the  South- 
western Stales  had  extended,  he  said,  also  over  the 
Northwestern  States;  and  the  only  difference  was, 
that  the  remaining  lands  in  thoee  States  were,  peiw 
haps,  not  so  entinly  sterile  and  valneksi  aa  tboae 
remaining  in  the  Southwestern  States.  All  onr 
valuable  cotton  lands  have  l>een  uken  np»  and  all 
that  now  remained  were  such  lands  as  wouU  be 
valuable  only  for  timber  or  fuel,  or  for  range.  The 
provision  of  ihe  bill  then  under  coasidefatUNi,  and 
wnich  was  intended  to  anthoriae  the  present  land- 
holders of  the  new  States  to  enter  lands  adjoining 
their  plantations,  would  be  highly  valnable  to  the 
citizens  of  the  State  from  which  he  eaase.  There 
were  vast  prairies,  fit  only  for  grazing  pnrpooesv  And 
uplands  covered  with  timber,  but  witlMut  fertility, 
and  vast  tracu  of  mountainous  and  brokaa  eonntry, 
with  here  and  there  a  few  acres  of  aeeoad  or  third 
rate  soil;  and  then,  again,  extensive  sandy  pine 
barrens,  or  impenetrable  swamps,  all  of  them  oo* 
vered  a  portion  of  the  year,  and  many  of  them 
throughout  the  year,  with  water*  Tbeae  lands 
could  never  be  seitled;  they  woald  never  sell  at  any 
price,  at  least  the  great  body  of  them.  When^ 
however,  they  adjoined  good  lands,  aa  was  iasonse  . 
instances  the  case,  the  ownem  oi  iaprovcmenta 


snch  portions  of  them  as  they  might  find  useful  for 
various  purposes  conuecte  i  wiih  their  agricultural 
punuits. 

It  was  from  a  hope  of  making  a  portion  of  these 
lands  subject  to  taxation,  and  in  that  way  aid  in  the 
support  of  our  State  Government,  that  he  was  anx- 
ious to  have  the  inducemeot  held  out  to  the  citi* 
aensof  his  State  to  becom?  the  ownen  of  a  portion 
of  snch  lands  as  he  had  described.  He  felt  con- 
vinced that,  in  the  State  of  Arkansas,  of  the  Hands 
that  had  been  for  a  time  in  market,  all  the  cotton 
lands  had  been  appropriated.  Indeed,  he  knew 
that  many  of  the  speculators  in  land  had  purchased 
up,  in  their  esgerness  to  appropriate  all  the  good 
lands,  hundreds  of  sections  of  very  inferior  quality; 
and  he  had  beard  that  many  of  them  were  now 
anxious  to  sell,  even  for  less  than  they  had  them- 
selves paid  for  the  land.  Indeed,  he  was  sore  that 
those  speculators  who  had  purchased  hundreds  of 
thousands  of  acres — as  many  had  done  since  1834, 
and  who,  in  some  instances,  entered  many  sections 
lying  together — most  have  bought  a  fair  proportion 
of  inferior  lands;  at  least,  such  he  thought  could  not 
fail  to  be  the  case  In  Alabama,  Mississippi,  Loui- 
siana, Missonri,  and  Arkansas.  This  attempt  of 
the  lajid  specniaton  to  purchase  up  all  the  valua- 
ble public  lands  in  the  market,  is  what  has  caused 
so  many  millions  of  acres  of  lands  that  were  sub- 
ject to  sale  to  be  purchased;  and  it  is  owing  to  the 
same  circumstance,  that  even  during  the  last 
year,  a  larger  proportion  of  the  public  lands 
already  in  market  were  sold,  than  of  thoee  then  just 
offered  for  s\\e.  He  honestly  believed  that  through* 
out  the  Sontlrwest,  nearly  every  acre  of  good  land 
had  been  porrjiased  op,  and  was  now  in  the  hands 
of  speculators.  He  said  he  thought  he  had  fairly 
accounted,  and  in  a  way,  too,  which  was  calcu- 
lated to  satisfy  the  Senate,  that  of  the  lands  now 
in  market,  nearly  aU  most  he  really  and  truly  re- 
fuse lands,  for  the  apparently  strange  circumstance 
which  the  document  exhibited  that  morning  had 
presented:  namely,  that  a  greater  portion  of  lands 
which  had  remained  unnoticed  for  years,  had  been 
recently  sold,  than  of  those  lands  whieh  had  just 
come  into  market.  He  would  add  another  view. 
The  speculators  and  their  explorers,  were  the  only 
persons  who  had  a  knowledge  of  the  whole  coon- 
try;  and  they  cared  not  to  make  their  purchases 
when  the  lands  were  first  offered  for  sale,  unless, 
indeed,  they  were  then  filling  up  and  settling.  It  was 
only  when  they  began  to  settle  rapidly,  that  the 
specniaton  come  forward  and  make  their  entries, 
founded  upon  the  knowledge  they  obtained  of  the 
quality  of  whole  tracts  of  eouniry.  In  this  way, 
sometimes,  valuable  lands  were  permitted  to  re- 
main unentered  for  a  few  years.  This,  however 
was  not  the  case  to  any  extent  in  the  cotton  region. 
Their  good  lands  were  so  much  sought  for,  and 
and  there  was  so  large  a  proportion  of  the  lands 
that  were  unfit  for  colli vation,  that  nearly  every 
acre  of  good  land  was  bought  when  fint  brought 
into  market.  He  admitted  that  this  might  not  be  the 
case  to  the  same  extent  in  the  Northwestern 
States  and  Territories;  but,  if  it  were  true,tbat  some 
good  lands  already  in  market  in  that  quarter 
yet  remained  unsold,  was  that  a  reason  why 
the  Southwestern  States  should  be  doomed  to 
suffer,  or  be  deprived  of  a  population  who  might 
be  induced  to  remain  or  remove  into  those  States, 
if  their  inferior  or  refuse  lands  could  be  purchased 
at  a  reduced  and  proper  price?  He,  therefore, 
thought  that  time  was  now  a  fair  lest  of  the  value 
of  the  lands  in  market.  The  limitation  as  to  quan- 
tity proposed  by  the  bill,  completely  cut  off  all 
inducement  to  speculation.  No  man  would  avail 
himself  of  the  provisions  of  this  act  as  a  means  of 
investing  his  capital.  It  will  be  confined  in  its 
operation  almost  exclusively  to  individuals  who 
are  making  new  settlements  for  themselves,  or  who 
wish  to  acquire  a  title  to  lands  adjoining  their  pre- 
sent possessions.  It  is  aneued  that  a  portion  of  the 
wild  lands  now  considered  of  little  value,  will  be, 
in  time,  from  the  progress  of  improvement,  worth 
at  least  the  midimnm  price.  Admit  this  maybe 
true  to  some  extent,  yet  is  it  fair  (br  this  Govern- 
ment to  keep  down  the  prosperity  of  the  new  States 
by  holding  up  her  public  lands  until  the  citizens  of 
the  new  Slates,  by  their  labor  and  expenditures, 
hava  added  to  theirvalae,  so  as  lo  bring  up  to  them 


the  price  at  which  alone  she  is  willing  to  sell  them? 
Why  will  this  policy  be  persisted  in,  whea,  if  these 
very  lands  were  new  sold  at  reduced  prices,  the 
interest  on  the  amount  obtained  for  them  vdqU 
bring  them  up  neariy  to  the  minimum  price,  pro- 
vided  they  were  not  sold  in  ten  or  fifteen  ycan>1 

He  said  that  without  great  expense,  and  the  em- 
ployment  of  a  host  of  agents,  it  would  be  diSiealt 
to  ascertain  the  true  value  of  each  tract  of  the 
pnblic  lands;  and  although  the  length  of  time  tfait 
a  tract  had  been  in  market,  might  not  be  in  all  in- 
stances a  certain  test  of  its  value,  yet  he  ibooght 
it  as  fair  an  one  as  a  just  Gki  vera  meat,  atxioos  for 
the  welfare  of  her  people,  ought  todesiie.   Hit 
failed  in  some  instances,  it  would  prove  cerreetii 
hundreds  of  others;  and,  considering  the  serioot 
objections  which  existed   to  the  establishment  of 
any  other  criterion,  he  could  not  bat  think  that  it 
was    as    satisfactory    as   we  onght  to    deure. 
It  was  said  that  not  more  than  two  or  three  nil- 
lions  of  acres  were  required  annually  for  agricnlto* 
ral  purposes;  that  we  have  seventy  millioai  alrea* 
dy  in  market,  and  over  two  hundred  millioai  yet 
to  come  into  market  within  our  organij»d  Sttin 
and  Territories;  and  that  the  reason  why  the  landi 
offered  have  not  been  sold,  is  because  they  ire 
not  needed  by  onr  population.    This  aigumeatis 
altogether  delusive.     If  the  valuable  lands  in  the 
new  States  could  have  been  acquired  upon  the 
same  terms  as  they  are  obtained  for  in  other  oona- 
tries,  the  present  population   of  the  new  States 
would  have  been"^  doubled  at  least.    Wb6,  he  ask- 
ed, would  be  wiiling  to  remain  upon  worn  cot 
lands,   if    he  could   possess  himself    of  fmih 
land,  at  such  a  rate  as  to   justify  the  expense 
of  removing  some  hundreds  of  miles  to  a  oev 
countryl    The  flourishing  Republic  now  spring- 
ing    up  upon    the   southern    border  of  Arku- 
sas   would   not  have    drawn  off  such  a  pope* 
lationof  native  Americans,  if  the  public  land) 
could  have  been  obtained  upon  the  same  terms  is 
their  own  country.    The  very  fact  that  so  nisy 
American  citizens  had    sought  a  home  in  (hit 
country,  proved   that  the  policy   maintained  so 
rigidly  by  this  Government  had  prevented  the  art* 
tlement  of  an  equal  number  of  acres  within  (hi 
Slates  of  the  Confederacy.    It  had  forced  thonsuds 
of  valuable  citizens  to  expatriate  tbemseWe.  At 
least  as  much  more  land  as  those  citizens  required, 
and  are  now  the  owners  of  In  Texas,  coakl  hsve 
been  disposed  of,  if  the  terms  of  sale  had  been  sodi 
as  to  have  induced  them  to  settle  in  their  ova 
country,  instead  of  seeking  a  home  in  a  foie^ 
land.    The  population  to  the  South  and  Sonthtea 
had  reached  their  limits;  and,  unless  some  indnee* 
meat  is  held  out  to  American  citizens,  who  fiod  it 
necessary  lo  leave  their  old  homes,  to  settle  in  ih« 
States,  they  will  continue  to  seek  homes  in  (ons^ 
countries.    So  long,  abo,  as  the  best  lands  are  is 
be  purchased  at  a  dollar  and  a  quarter  per  aere,  ut 
inferior  lands  will  not  sell  at  all  at  that  priee.  Hi 
effect,  therefore,  of  holding  them  up  at  the  wj 
price  is,  in  fact,  to  prevent  their  being  sold,  III 
made  subject  to  taxation;  it  prevents  them  ^wnj^ 
ing  settled  upon  at  all;  deprives  the  new  Stateswif  j 
population  which  they  would  otherwise  obttia,** , 
culated  to  aid  in  advancing  their  prosperity,  addlf 
to  their  resources,  and  increasing  their  m«s*' 
carrying  on  improvements,  and  leading  direcdf  ■ 
the  developement  of  their  riches  and  glorr.     ^^ 

Prom  the  strenuous  opposition  which  hai  Wff 
made  to  this  bill,- it  would  be  considered  \ff 
persons  who  were  unacquainted  with  the 
thai  the  object  of  the  Senators  fVom  the  new^.-^ 
was  to  obtain  the  pnblic  lands  for  nothing;  vhemj 
the  ultimate  reduction  to  seventy-five  cents  fr 
acre  was  not  so  great  as  that  made  upon  the  w*  i 
of  all  the  public  lands  when  the  mintmnia  pnw 
was  fixed  at  two  dollars.  What  is  the  preseBttf*  \ 
terion  by  which  all  the  public  lands  are  set  de«  i 
to  he  worth  only  one  dollar  and  a  qvu^  P^i 
acre?  Simply  the  fact  of  their  failing  to  «ll  ^Sl 
more  than  that  sum  at  public  anetioa.  ^^i 
all  the  arguments  used  against  the  gn 
the  price  of  the  refuse  lands  be  tufed 
force  against  this  criterion  of  value  now  1 
the  minimumi  The  trath  is,  if  tba  ^^tewj" 
willing  to  let  the  refuse  lands  baeoma  prinj{j 
perty  upon  any  tarms,  the  <Nily  naaaaifvW 
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cucfcr  be  accompU&bed  is  to  &cU  them,  after  bav- 
ia;  lemaioed  «o  maoy  years  unsold,  as  to  prove 
that  thry  viil  oot  command  .the  present  minimum 
U  lover  prices  than  tbose  at  which  the  good  lands 
ire  sold.  This  has  been  the  policijr  porsaed  by 
ths  Slates  owning  public  lands,  and  ought  to  be 
adopted  bj  the  United  Sta,tes.  It  is  the  only  way 
lodiqKise  ofrefose  lands. 

This oas emphatically  the  poor  man *s  bill,  and 
illhoa^h  the   individual  who  now  owned  lands 
voald  be  enabled  to  add  to  them  a  hair  section  at 
tiie  redaced  prices,  if  the  provision  then  under  con- 
aderaiion  was  adopted,  yet  the  great  object  an^ 
porfwse  of  the  bill  was  to  enable  those  who  could 
BOt  aford  to  purchase  the  public  land  at  the,  pre- 
Mat  jninimum,  to  bay  a  home  at  such  a  price,  or 
a|N«mch  terms,  as  their  limited  means  justified. 
Hie  nenibers  of  the  Committee  on  Public  Landtf, 
who  sapported    this    bill,   had   been    extremely 
aaxioiis  to  bring  down  the  lands  which  had  been 
ifken  years  in  the  market,  to  fiAy  cents  per  acre. 
He  had  derired  the  adoption  of  this  provision  more 
thaa  any  other.      But  the  Senators  from  the  old 
States,  who  were  willing  to  reduce  the  price  of  the 
poUic  lauds  gradually,  had  objected  most  positive- 
ly to  a  redaction  below  sevemy-five  cents  at  this 
I    time;  aod  although  these  Senators  would  go  with 
the  Senators  froni  the  new  States  to  that  point,  they 
f    vere  prepared  to  vote  against  the  whole  bill,  if 
this  redaction  was  at  this  time  insisted  on.      He 
;    had,  therefore,  with  the  other  Senators  from  the 
i    uw  States,  consented  to  give  up  that  provision  of 
'    the  bill,  hoping,  however,  that  when  the  effect  of 
I    the  present  bill  was  ascertained,  and,  as  he  believ- 
I    cd  it  woald  be  found  to  do,  to  enable  the  Govera- 
i    Bent  to  sell  much  of  the  public  lands  that  could 
I    lot  otherwise  be  sold,  that  then  he  hoped  Congress 
;    voold consent  to  redace  the  price  Mill  further,  and 
voflidbe  willing  to  bring  down  the  land:^,  remain- 
:    iagoasoldfor  a  number  of  years,  to  fifty,   twenty- 
ifty  aad  even  twelve  and  a  half  cents  per  acre. 

It  is  objected  that  this  measure  will  unsettle  the 
)>iiee  of  land  throughout  the  country.    This  was  a 
>   great  misuike.    The  first  cost  of  wild  lands  had 
ao  infloence  upon  the  price  of  improved  lands  or  of 
:    lands  in  a  settled  country.     It  has  been  said  here, 
:   that  all  the  pnblic  lands,  after  they  are  improved, 
inn  np  to  ten,  fifteen,  and  twenty  dollars  an  acre. 
If  this  is  tme,  what  effect,  he  would  ask,  would  a 
ndoetioa  of  tweoty-fivs  or  fifty  cents  in  first  cost 
of  the  land,  have  upon  lands  selling  at  those  prices? 
Hone  whatever.      The  Government  has  no  desire 
to  speculate  in  lands,  and  ought  not  to  wish  to  avail 
Mf  of  the  proceeds  of  the  labor  and  expenditures 
of  her  citizens,  after  they  have  done  so  much  to- 
mxds  clearing  and  cultivating  their  lands,  and 
opening  the  country.     It  should  have  a  fixed  price 
for  wild  land  of  first  quality,  and  lower  prices  for 
her  second,  third,  and  fourth  rate  land>.      No  bet- 
ter plan  than  that  now  propo.sed  can  be  adopted 
ibr  attaining  this  object.     This  principle  should  be 
engrafted  upon  our  system;  and  now  that  our  popu- 
lation had  extended  nearly  in  all  directions  to  our 
limits,  (for  he  did  not  take  into  view  the  unoccu- 
pied country  towards  and  beyond  the  Rocky  moun- 
luns,  at  present  given  up  to  the  Indian  tribes.)  he 
teght  this  was  the  proper  time  to  make  this  change 
fhfbit  land  system,  unless  indeed  we  wished  to  drive 
r%  people  Co  seek  homes  in  foreign  countries.  The 
d^eenhoa  to  the  bill  had  been  already  so  ably  an- 
Mieied,  and  its  details  so  fully  discussed,  that  he 
%Mddiiot  go  into  the  subject  further.    He  hoped 
-teas  this  was  a  measurie  of  vital  importance  to 
'1»  niw  States,  and  was  at  the  same  time  so  just 
0A  reasonaMe,  it  would  meet  the  sanction  of  the 
Akate. 

DEFERRED  DEBATE. 

House  OP  Rbpbssbmtativbs,  Jan.  5,  1839. 
WISCONSIN    ELECTION.        - 
':  'Mr.  MASON  of  Ohio  asked  leave  to  present  a 
limatbD;  which  was  read  as  follows: 
g^ftasiwrf.  That  the  Hon  J.  W.  Joass  late  dele- 
■to  from  the  Territory  of  Wiaeonani,  is  not  entitled 
Mtemileagw  and- per  diem  aUowance  for  his  at- 
piiuiBH  au  rhe  presoi  t  aealon . 
■^^Mt.  WISB  o^joetsd;  whemipoa 
Ifr*  MASON  aud  as  it  was  a  matter  of  some  i 


importance,  he  would  move  that  the  rules  be  sus- 
pended; and  upon  which  motion,  he  called  for  the 
yeas  and  nays. 

The  SPEAKER  stated  that'  he  had  received  a 
communication  upon  the  subject. from  Mr.  JoNxa, 
and  would  prefer  that  the  House  would  come  to 
some  decision  upon  it.  He  then  laid  before  the 
House  the  following  letters,  which  were  read: 

HOOSE  OF  RXPRESENTITIVSS, 

January  4, 1839. 

Sir:  I  take  this  mode  of  informing  you  that  a 
resolution  will,  at  the  earliest  opportunity,  be  in- 
troduced to  this  House,  denying  your  right  to  re- 
ceive any  compensation  as  delegate  to  the  present 
session  of  Congress. 

I  am,  sir,  with  respect. 
Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  R.  GIDDINGS. 
Hon.  George  W.  Jones,  Washington  City. 
Washington  City,  D.  C. 

January  5, 1839. 

Sir:  Considering  myself  entitled,  under  the 
usages  of  the  House,  and  the  laws  of  the  United 
States,  to  receive  my  mileage  and  per  diem  com- 
pensation as  the  sitting  delegate  from  the  Territory 
of  Wisconsin,  I  received  from  the  Sergeant-at- 
arms,  on  the  20th  ultimo,  a  check  on  the  Bank  of 
Washington  for  my  mileage  and  per  diem  allow- 
ance up  to  that  date. 

Having  received  last  evening  the  accompanying 
communication  from  a  member  of  the  House, 
Hon.  J.  R.  GioDiNGS  of  Ohio,  and  not  feeling  wil- 
ling to  retain  in  my  hands  the  compensation  alluded 
to  unless  most  eUurly  so  enlUled^  I  respectfully  re- 
turn to  the  House,  through  you,  the  original  check, 
to  be  cancelled  by  the  House,  if  in  their  judgment 
I  am  not  entitled  to  it. 

1  came  here  under  the  solemn  conviction  that  I 
was  the  rightful  delegate  of  the  people  of  Wiscon- 
sin, to  serve  them  here  as  such  until  the  4th  of 
March  next.  This  opinion  was  surengthcned  by 
the  advice  of  able  counsel,  before  and  since  my  ar- 
rival here.  I  entertain  the  same  opinion  still,  but 
will  submit  to  the  decision  of  the  House  in  both 
cases  without  a  murmur. 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  W.  JONES. 
Hon.  James  K.  Polk, 

Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 

The  SPEAKER,  with  the  permission  of  the 
House,  made  a  brief  explanation  of  the  course  of 
the  Sergeant-at-arms  and  the  presiding  officer  ot  the 
House. 

By  the  journal  of  the  extra  session,  at  the  open* 
ing  of  the  present  Congress  in  September,  1837,  it 
appeared  that  *^George  Wallace  Jones  appeared  as 
the  delegate  from  the  Territory  of  Wisconsin,  was 
sworn  to  support  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States,  and  took  a  seat  in  the  House.^*  No  certifi- 
cates of  election  of  members  or  delegates  were  pre- 
sented at  the  time  of  qualification,  and  the  Speaker 
could  not  know  under  what  authority  they  took 
their  seats.    Mr.  Jones  was  sworn,  and  took  a  seat. 

At  the  commencement  of  the  present  session, 
Mr.  Jones  appeared  in  his  seat,  elaiming-to  be  the 
rightful  silting  delegate  from  Wisconsin.  When 
the  claim  of  Mr.  Dott  was  presented,  Mr.  JoNrs 
rose  in  his  place  and  asserted  his  right.  The  House,  by 
its  acquiescence,  recognii«d  him  as  the  sitting  dele- 
gate, and  took  onler  in  the  case,  by  referring  the  claim 
to  a  seat  as  the  delegate  from  Wisconsin  to  the 
Committee  of  Elections.  Mr.  Jones  continued  in  his 
seat  as  the  sitting  delegate.  He,  at  various  times, 
as  the  journal  show«,  presented  petitions  and  reso- 
lutions, and  participated  m  the  business  of  the 
House,  as  the  sitting  delegate.  This  was  permitted 
by  the  acquiescence  of  the  House,  until  the  right 
to  the  seat  was  decided  by  the  House.  Whilst 
Mr.  JoNBs  was  ihns  the  sitting  delegate,  in  bis 
seat,  in  discharge  of  his  duties  as  such,  the  Sergeant- 
at-arms  or  the  presiding  officer  had  no  right  or  power 
to  inquire  whether  he  was  rightfully  there.  That 
was  a  question  which  the  House  alone  could  de- 
cide. The  law  regulating  the  pay  of  members 
and  delegates,  for  ought  that  appeared  of  record, 
entitled  him  to  his  compensation  until  the  time  he 
was  ousted  by  a  vote  of  the  House.  He  satlsd 
for  his  compensation,  and-  neither  the  Seigesnt-at* 


arms  or  the  Speaker  had  any  diseretion  to  refuse 
It  under  the  law.  The  check  for  his  compensation 
was  made  out  in  the  usuiil  way,  by  the  Sergeant-at- 
arms,  and  signed  under  the  law.  Since  taking  the 
Chair  this  morning,  the  letter  from  Mr.  Jones  had 
been  laid  on  his  table.  And  now  the  question  of 
compensation,  under  the  resolution  before  the 
House,  was  an  open  one.  The  House  alone  can 
by  its  order  refuse  the  compensation.  Under  the 
law,  the  Sergeant  and  Speaker  cannot..  The 
Speakei*  expressed  the  hope  that  the  House  would 
decide  the  question,  and  thus  relieve  the  subject 
from  all  doubt  and  embarrassment. 

Mr.  MASON,  af^er  some  introductory  remarks, 
proceeded  to  leview  the  circumstances  under  which 
Mr.  Jones  claimed  his  compensation.  He  slated 
that  Mr.  J.  had  returned  to  Wisconsin,  and  had 
brown  himself  upon  ihe  suffrages  of  the  people  at 
the  late  election,  when  he  was  defeated  by  the  elec- 
tion of  Mr.  Dott;  who,  as  a  matter  of  course,. came 
on  and  claimed  his  seat .  Bu  t  ,Botw  ithstanding  that, 
Mr.  J.  had  also  come  on,  claiming  to  serve  for  the 
present  sess'oo,  although  he  knew  that  Mr.  D.  had 
the  certificate  of  election  from  the  Governor  of  the 
Territory. 

Mr.  M.  then  referred  to  former  cases  of  contest- 
ed elections,  and  more  partkiularly  to  those  of 
Moore  and  Newiand,  to  show  that  the  compensa- 
tion to  ansuccessful  claimants  had  been  allowed  on 
entirely  different  grounds;  there  being,  in  those  in- 
stances, a  dispute  as  to  who  had  been  legally  elect- 
ed; whereas,  in  the  present  case,  there  was  no  de- 
mur to  the  fact  of  Mr.  Dott  having  been  elected 
by  the  people  of  Wisconsin  at  (he  recent  election. 
He  contended  that  Mr.  Jones  had  not  the  slightest 
ground  to  claim  a  seat  for  a  third  session;  and  that 
to  allow  him  his  mileage  and  per  diem  allowance 
would  be  establishing  a  bad  precedent.  He  hoped 
the  House  would  not  allow  the  claim,  especially  as 
the  sitting  Delegate  must  be  allowed  the  same.  He 
maintained  that  there  was  no  more  ground  for  Mr. 
Jones  to  claim  the  compensation  than  there  would  be 
for  ex-members  of  Congress  to  demand  pay  for  the 
ensaing  session  after  their  term  of  service  had  ex- 
pired. 

.  After    some   remarks   from   Mr.    BOULDIN 
against  the  resolution, 

Mr.  BRONSON  said  he  believed  it  had  been  the 
invariable  practice  of  the  House,  in  all  cases  of 
contesied  elections,  to  pay  the  expenses  of  both 
claimants.  He  asked  the  House  .  to  consider  the 
effect  of  disallowing  such  claims,  until  the  ques- 
tion was  settled  as  to  which  was  legally  entitled  to 
the  seat.  Mr.  Jones  had  come  on  under  an  honest 
conviction,  sapported  by  high  legal  advice,  that  he 
had  a  right  to  sit  during  the  present  session;  the 
HoBsis  had  received  and  recognised  him  as  such; 
and  until  it  was  decided  otherwise,  he  was  consti- 
tutionally entitled  to  his  compensation  a«  such,  the 
presiding  officer  having  no  right  to  call  in  ques- 
tion the  claim.  He  (Mr.  B)  denied  that  this  was 
a  clear  case,  and  that  Mr.  Jones  had  no  right  to 
come.  Thei  case  was  far  from  being  clear,  so 
much  so  that  for  some  time  the  committee  was- 
much  perplexed  about  the  proper  construction  of 
the  law  relating  to  the  elections  of  Wisconsin.  He 
considered  that,  under  the  circumstances,  Mr. 
Jones,  or  any  other  gentleman,  was  perfectly  jus- 
tifiable in  asserting  his  claim  to  a  seat  for  the  pre- 
sent session.  He  was  sure  that  no  good  lawyer 
could  be  found  who  would  say  that  it  was  a  clear 
case;  and,  as  in  his  opinif^n  Mr.  Jones  had  strong 
grounds  for  making  this  claim,  he  felt  bound  to 
vote  for  his  compensation. 

Mr.  WISE  said  he  should  vote  in  favor  of 
allowing  to  Mr.  Jones  his  pay,  as  it  was  the  duty 
of  the  House  so  to  do.  That  gentleman  was  the 
prima  ficie  Delegate  from  Yi  isconsin;  and,  under 
those  eircomstances,  neither  the  Sergeant-at-arms, 
the  Speaker,  nor  any  one  else,  had  a  right  to  deny 
that  Mr,  Jones  was  entitled  to  his  money.  Until 
the  Honne  decided  otherwise,  he  was  the  constitu- 
tional representative  of  that  Territory,  and  as  such 
entitled  to  the  usual  remuneration  for  bis  services. 
The  Speaker  and  Sergeant  at-arms  had  properly 
performed  4brir  duly,  under  the  circumstances, 
in  granting  to. Mr.  Jones  the  check  for  his  per 
diem  nand  mileage.  He  (Mr.  W.)  was  sure  that 
all  partiss  woald  be  |;n(illed  at  the  verj  honorable 
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QiaDiier  ia  which  Mr.  Jones  had  acted  on  the 
occasion.  Had  he  chosen  to  retain  the  money, 
there  was  no  law  hjr  which  the  House  could  com- 
pel him  to  return  it;  but  Mr.  J.  actuated  by  that 
honorable  feeling  which  influenced  his  other  ac- 
tionSi  promptly  returned  the  check  on  the  first  inti- 
mation that  his  right  to  it  would  be  questioned,  and 
submitted  his  claim  to  the  decision  of  the  House. 
Ii  was  impossible  for  the  House  to  refuse  the  mo- 
ney without  a  vioWon  of  former  precedents,  and 
deciding,  also,  thaf  Mr.  J.  had  made  a  wanton 
claim,  wiihout  color  or  reason.  And  should  it 
decide  that  Mr.  J.  had  made  a  wanton  claim, 
in  what  condition  would  it  place  the  twenty- 
five  honorable  members,  who  voted  in  favor  of 
the  claim  of  Mr.  Jones  to  his  seail  Mr.  W. 
then  went  on  to  show  that,  so  far  from  the  claim 
being  wanton,  it  was  founded  upon  a  strong  caf^e; 
80  much  so,  that  previous  to  the  remarks  from  the 
chairman  of  the  Judiciary  Committee,  [Mr.  Tho- 
mas,] he  himself  had  been  in  doubt  as  to  whether 
Mr.  Jones  was  not  legally  and  constitutionally  en- 
titled to  a  seat  for  the  present  session.  He  adverted 
to  former  cases  of  contested  elections,  and  espe- 
cially the  ease  of  Messrs.  Prentiss  and  Word,  at 
the  late  session,  to  show  that  it  had  been  the  inva- 
riable rule  to  allow  the  unsuccessful  claimants  their 
mileage  and  per  diem  allowance  up  to  the  time  the 
decision  of  the  House  was  given.  He  drew  a 
glowing  picture  of  the  public  abnses  which  would 
be  the  result  of  a  refusal  of  the  House  to  pay  the 
expenses  of  unsuccessful  competitors  lor  seats,  and 
showed,  in  that  case,  how  very  easy  it  would  be  for 
a  rich  nabob  to  triumph  over  a  poor  but  legally 
elected  member,  as  few  men  of  the  latter  class 
would  venture  to  press  even  a  rightful  claim,  if 
they  knew  that,  in  case  they  were  ousted  by  the 
House,  they  would  have  to  bear  their  own  ex- 
p«*nses.  Mr.  W.  concluded  by  again  urging,  that 
as  the  House  had  received  and  recognised  Mr: 
JoKKs  as  the  sitting  Delegate,  until  irs  recent  deci- 
sion, he  had  a  right  to  demand  and  receive  his  mile- 
age and  per  diem  allowance,  and  that  no  officer  of 
the  House  had  any  right  to  withhold  it  from  him, 
or  to*  question  his  right  to  receive  it. 

Mr.  THOMAS  was  sure  the  House  would  de- 
cide that  Mr.  Jones  was  entitled  to  the  money,  if 
they  would  but  reflect  on  the  circumstances  under 
which  that  gentleman  claimed  his  seat.  Mr.  T. 
then  recapitalatcd  the  reasons  which  had,  on  a  for- 
mer day,  induced  him  to  support  the  claim  of  Mr. 
Jones  to  his  seat,  and  maintained  that,  in  every 
view  of  the  case,  the  House  was  bound  to  jemnne- 
rate  him  for  the  time  of  his  service  at  the  past  ses- 
sion. 

[Mr.  GiDOiNGS  then  addressed  the  House  at 
some  length  in  favcr  of  the  resolution;  which  re- 
marks were  published  in  the  Globe  of  the  12th 
instant.] 

Mr.  CALHOUN  considered  that  Mr.  Jones  had 
been  elected  for  the  whole  Congress,  and  not  for  a 
fraction  only.  He  considered  him  entitled  to  the 
money,  as  he  had  como  on  with  a  strong  case.  Mr. 
JoNBS  had  now  been  here  six  weeks,  awaiting  the 
decision  of  the  House;  and  if  he  was  not  entitled  to 
any  remimeration  for  such  time,  why  had  not  the 
House  taken  ihe  matter  up  and  decided  it  at  once? 

Mr.  POPE  advocated  the  claim,  on  the  ground 
thai'  there  were  good  and  substantial  reasons  lor 
disputing  the  seat,  riad  Mr.  Doty  been  the  unsuc- 
cessful competitor,  he  would  have  voted  for  the  pay- 
men  tof  his  expenses  on  the  same  ground.  He 
hoped  the  resolution  would  not  be  adopted. 

[Mr.  BiooLE  then  spoke  in  opposition  to  the  pas- 
sage of  the  resolution,  and  in  cum menda lion  of  the 
coarse  pursued  by  General  Jones;  which  remarks 
were  published  in  the  Globe  of  the  12ih  instant.] 

The  question  being  upon  the  adoption  of  the  re- 
solution, Mr.  GRIFFIN  demanded  the  yeas  and 
nays)  which  were  ordered. 

Mr.  THOMAS  inquired  of  the  Speaker  whether,  . 
in  case  the  re>olation  should  be  rejected,  he  would 
consider  it  as  authority  to  pay  Mr.  Jones  his  per 
diem  and  mileage. 

The  SPEAKER  said  be  should  so  consider  it. 

The  question  was  then  put  upon  th«  adoption  of 
the  resolution,  and  decided  in  the  negative-^yeas 
BBf  nays  96,  as  follows: 


YEAS — ^Messrs.  Alexander,  Heman  Allen, 
Banks,  Bell,  Bicknell,  Birdsall,  Bond,  Boon,  Bor^ 
den,  Buchanan,  Wm.  B.  Calhoun,  William  B. 
Campbell,  Chaney,  Cheatham,  Clowney,  Connor, 
Corwin,  Craig,  Crary,  Cranston,  Curtis,  Cush- 
man,  Darlington,  Dawson,  Davee,  Davies,  Dunn, 
Elmore,  Evans,  Richard  Fletcher,  Fry,  Gallop, 
Giddines,  Goode,  Griffin,  Hall,  Halsted,  Haw- 
kins, Haynes,  Henry,  Herod,  Hoflfman,  Thomas 
B.  Jackson,  Jos.  Johnson,  Kennedy,  Lewis,  Loo- 
mis,  Marvin,  Samson  Mason,  May,  Maxwell, 
Robert  McClellan,  Abraham  McClellan,  Miushell, 
Samuel  W.  Morris,  Calvary  Morris,  Naylor, 
Noble,  Noyes,  Ogle,  Oweds,  Parker,  Peck,  Petrikin, 
Phelps,  Potts,  Pratt,  J.  H.  Prentiss,  Rariden,  Reed, 
Rencher,  Ridgway,  Rives,  Edward  Robinson,  Rus- 
sell, Saltonstall,  Sheffer,  AugusU'ne  H.  Shepperd, 
Charles  Shepard,  Sibley,  Stanly,  Swearigen,  Tali- 
aferro, Toland,  Underwood,  Vanderveer,  Albert 
S.  White,  Thomas  T.  Whittlesey,  Lewis  Williams, 
Sherrod  Williams,  and  Jared  W.   Williams— 89. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Adams,  Andrews,  Atherton, 
Beatiy,  Beirne,  Biddle,  Bouldin,  Briggs,  Bronson, 
John  Calhoon,  Cambreleng,  John  Campbell, 
Carter,  Casey,  Chambers,  Cleveland,  Coles,  Crabb, 
Crockett,  Coshing,  Deberry,  DeGraff,  Dromgoole, 
Edwards,  Everett,  Ewing,  Parrington,  Isaac 
Fletcher,  James  Garland,  William  Graham,  Grant- 
land,  Gray,  Haley,  Hammond,  Hamer,  Harrison, 
Hastings,  Hawes,  Holsey,  Holt,  Hnbl^,  Robert 
M.  T.  Hunter,  Jenifer,  Henry  Johnson,  William 
Cost  Johnson,  Nathaniel  Jones,  Keim,  Kembl^, 
Klingensmiih,  Leadbetter,  Logan,  Lyon,  Jas.  M. 
Mason,  Martin,  Maury,  McClure,  McKennan, 
Mercer,  Milligan,  Miiler,  Moore,  Moiigan,  Par- 
menter.  Parris,  Paynter,  Pearce,  Pickens,  Plumer, 
Pope,  Potter,  Putnam,  Randolph,  John  Robertson, 
Rumsey,  Shields,  Sheplor,  Slade,  Snyder,  South- 
gate,  Spencer,  Stuart,  Stone,  Thomas,  Toucey, 
Towns,  Vail,  Wagener,  Webster,  Weete,  John 
While,  Jos.  L.  Williams,  Christopher  H.  Wil- 
liams, Wise,  Word,  Yell,  and  Yorke— 86. 


WISCONSIN  ELECTION. 

SPEECH  OF  MR.  BIDDLE, 
Of  Pennsylvania, 
In  the  House  qf  RepresefUaiioes,  /sn.  5,  1839 — ^The 
question  being  on  the  motion  that  Gicoacs  W. 
JoNcs  shall  not  receive  mileage  and  pay  for  his 
attendance  as  Delegate  for  the  Territory  of  Wis- 
consin. 

Mr.  BIDDLE  said  that  he  had  been  deprived,  by 
aocideni,  of  the  opportunity  of  voting  on  the  origi- 
nal question;  and  he  felt,  therefore,  the  more  earnest 
in  resisting  the  present  motion.  The  practice  of 
the  House  wasadmiUed  to  be,  in  the  exercise  of  a 
sound  discretion,  to  make  the  allowance  when  sa- 
tisfied ihat  the  contest  had  not  been  idly  raised,  but 
that  the  question  presented  was  one  fit  to  invoke 
its  grave  and  deliberate  judgment. 

The  practice  was  a  salutary  one.  The  House 
had  never  stultified  itself  by  holding  that  it  was 
incompetent  to  discriminate,  and  to  guard  agaiust 
abuses.  It  was  calculated  to  place  all  candidates 
and  all  classes  of  voters  on  a  footing.  If  a  candi- 
date, in  case  of  contest,  couki  not  come  on  to  ui^e 
his  claim  (and  we  all  know  that,  in  practice,  bis 
presence  is  indispensable)  without  danger  of  pecu- 
niary sacrifice,  in  the  event  of  a  failure  oaly  the 
man  of  ample  means  will  venture  on  the  experi- 
ment. In  the  poorer  agricultural  districts,  voters 
will  not  be  inclined,  or  able,  to  raite  a  purse  by 
individual  contribution  to  send  on  their  champion, 
and  the  result  would  be  an  incalculable  advantage 
to  the  man  of  affluence,  or  to  him  who  had  wealthy 
backers. 

The  position  in  which  Mr.  Jonss  stood  claimed 
for  bis  case  the  most  candid  consideration.  He  had 
received  the  money  from  the  Speaksr;  it  was  be- 
yond recall;  bat  on  an  intimation  from  a  single 
loember  that  a  question  would  be  raised,  he  in- 
stantly places  it  at  our  disposal,  with  an  expression 
ofhischterfi^l  acquiescetkce  in  whatever  decision 
we  may  make.  Mr.  B.  would  not  say  of  our  de- 
parting aasociaie,  *  ^nothing  in-life  became  him  like 
tlie  liBaviug  of  it,"  bat  he  wpnkl  say  that  bis  coane 


conformed  to  the  fhink,  ingenuous,  and  honat«|)ie 
spirit  by  which  that  gentleman  had  ever  been  c^ 
racterized.  Mr.  B.  said  it  was  not  his  iatentioD  to 
go  at  large  into  the  argument  as  to  Mr.  Jokis^ 
ri^t  to  the  seat.  Yet  an  outline  would  not  be 
misplaced. 

The  earliest  act  which  had  a  distioct  bearing  oa 
the  question  was  that  of  March  3,  1817,  entitled 
*'An  act  further  to  regulate  the  Territories  of  the 
United  States,  and  their  electing  Delegates  lo  Con. 
gress." 

This  aci  ia  not  of  a  temporary,  occasional  chi* 
racter;  it  is  a  well  matured  and  far-sighted  sappte' 
ment  to  the  great  ordinance  of  1787;  calculated  to 
meet  a  new  aspect  in  the  aflfairs  of  the  Territories. 
It  provides  as  follows: 

"In  every  Territory  of  the  United  Stat<s  io 
which  a  temporary  government  hasbeeo,orlcfV' 
after  ehmU  6e  established,  and  which,  by  virUieof 
the  ordinance  of  1787,  or  of  any  tuhetqueiU  odt  ef 
Congrets  passed  or  to  be  patted^  now  hatti,  erken^ 
ter  shall  Aoee  the  right  to  sand  a  Dekgate  id  Con- 
gress, such  Delegate  shall  be  elected  every  woood 
year,  for  the  tanu  term  of  two  years  for  which  mem- 
bers of  the  House  of  Representatives  uf  the  United 
States  are  entitled.*' 

No  one  can  well  doubt  the  object  or  the  wisdom 
of  this  provision.  It  draws  the  political  action  of 
the  Territory,  as  promptly  as  possible,  into  exiet 
coincidence  with  that  of  the  States;  so  that  the  peo- 
ple shall  become  familiarised  to  the  usages  vbioli 
are  finally  to  prevail;  that  its  Aaltb  shall  become 
fixed  in  harmony  with  thobe  of  the  Union. 

It  must  be  apparent  to  everyone  how  widely  the 
decision  which  has  been  made  by  the  House,  in  le* 
ference  to  Wisconsin,  violates  this  policy.  Tte 
Delegate  ia  to  serve  a  moiety  of  his  term  ia  the  pic* 
sdnt  Congress,  and  a  moiety  in  the  next. 

Instead  of  du!y  attaching  the  Territory  to  tbc 
train  of  cars  which  has  preceded  her,  sbe  is  plseni 
with  one  wheel  in  the  middle  of  the  ti]ack  and  tk 
other  outside  of  it,  and,  in  the  end,  we  ^nU  be 
obliged  to  lift  her,  by  main  bodily  force,  front  this 
false  and  awkward  position,  in  order  to  place  her 
upon  the  track  into  which  she  ought  to  have  been 
wheeled  at  the  outset.  See  another  strange  maft; 
The  validity  of  each  election  has  to  be  passed  npon 
by  two  distinct  and  Independent  bodies.  We  de* 
cide  as  to  that  portion  which  fails  within  our  polite 
cal  existence;  and  the  remainder  is  in  abeyance  oa* 
til  our  snccessors  whall  assemble  a  year  hence! 

The  necessity  for  this  c»arse,  on  our  part,  is  te 
made  out  by  those  who  insut  on  it.  An  act, of  Goiir 
gress  of  the  third  of  February,  1819,  in  reiatioaij^ 
the  Territory  qf  Michigan,  provides  that  "the  dir 
2ena  of  Michigan  Territory  be,  and  they  are  henjb|. 
authorized  to  elect  one  Delegate  to  the  CoagxeBtf 
the  United  States;"  and  the  person  thus  ehcnt 
"shall  be  furnished,  by  the  Governor  of  saidTcoif 
tory,  with  a  certificate,  under  his  official  seal,  sonf 
forth  thai  he  is  duly  elected,  by  the  quali/iedelecMi^ 
the  Delegate  from  said  Territory  to  the  Coagfltft 
of  the  United  States,  for  the  term  of  t#o  jpt^l. 
from  tke  date  qf  said  eertificaU.**  V 

Doubtless  this  is  explicit,  Mnd  overroles  i 
of  1817.  Not  only  does  it  violate  the  po 
that  act,  but  it  contains,  moreover,  a  mxni ; 
loos  and  alarming  provision.  The  Oove 
a  Territory  is  the  creature  of  the  PresideatatI 
United  Slates.  Yet  his  wUi  shall 
term  of  office  of  a  Bepreseatative  in  the  [ 
branch  of  Ck>ngress !  Nq  tinae  is  provided  i 
which  he  riudl  give  the  eertificate.  He  aayf 
pone  it  if  he  desiie  that  a  poUlaeal  lavoriKf 
reach  an  anticipated  ciisis  ia  the  affiius  lift 
country,  or  he  may  antedate  it,  or  give  U)  ill 
earliest  possiMe  ^daterin  oider  thata  politioali 
versary  may  -^eot  shQit  /|f .  Qn^oh^g  the  " 
crisis. 

The  question   is  wbatfaer   theae 
provisions  have  passed  into  ilie  act  of  1836,J 
abashing  the  Tefrilodal  Govemmeat  of  ^ 
in."    That  act  btarsdate  SUkh  April  1 
rovides  that  *'a  Delegate   io   like  Hottse  «Ci_ 
eniativw  of  tha  lihiited  States,  u  atnofir  -M 
V  ^0  y<«^>  oB^y  b«  etoeaad.^'    It  pronte  f 
hat  "the  person  havrngjlha^^icia—l 
shall  be  flrrlirriitiylhs  tin  tUwiw  m  m  ai%  i 


7u.  1899. 


AJPPSNDIX  TO  THE  CONORBSSIONAL  Ot-OSfi. 


25th  CoNO,»...MdD  Sess. 


Wiscomin  Election — Mr.  Geddings. 


H.  of  Reps. 


ud  a  certificate  thereof  sh^U  be  given  to  the  per- 
aoD  so  elected.'* 

Tims  it  will  be  seen  that  whilst  the  provisions  of 
the  two  acts  are,  to  a  certain  degree,  coincident, 
ibe  ictof  1836  oanls  the  very  words  which,  in  re- 
kdon  to  the  act  of  1819,  compels  us  reiactantly  to 
live  a  oonstmction  at  variance  with  obvious  poli- 
qr,  and  rendering  the  term  of  office  of  a  member 
of  this  House  contingent  on  the  aocidental  date  of 
the  Qoremor's  certificate.  How,  then,  are  we  to 
render  definite  what  is  thus  left  open  in  the  act  of 
18361  fittiall  we,  with  a  sort  of  mother's  fondness 
for  the  most  deformed  and  perverse  of  our  off- 
spring, ftuuiaU  the  obnoxious  words  thus  discard- 
ed, with  aH  their  attendant  mischief  and  inccn- 
venif  noe?  Shall  we  do  this,  or  shall  we  rather  pre- 
soum  that  Congress,  in  the  striking  difftrence  of 
phraseology,  and  in  apparently  abandoning  th : 
eonnieiieement  of  the  term  of  service,  so  expressly 
insisted  oa  by  the  act  of  1819,  meant  to  leave  its 
emnmencement  and  duration  lo  the  quiet  operation 
of  the  standing  law  of  18171  Can  any  one  doubt 
that  the  established  rules  of  construction,  as  well 
as  common  sense,  call  for  the  latter  interpretation? 
It  is  true,  the  act  of  1836  declares  that  **  the  ex- 
lilfa^  Imos  of  the  Territory  of  Michigan  shall  be  ex- 
tended over  said  Territory,  so  far  as  the  same  shall 
■ot  be  incompatible  with  the  provisions  of  this  act; 
Mijcet,  ntvertkeUts,  to  h€  atUred^nutdified,  or  repeaUdt 
hf  tke  GMMmor  oiwi  LegitUtHoe  Jinemhitf  ofOu  »md 
Terrii&ni  9i  VFtfeomin.'' 

But,  aside  from  many  other  considerations,  is  it  not 
plain,  from  the  very  terms  of  this  clause,  that  it  ap- 
ples to  the  details  of  jurisprudence,  and  not  to 
points  of  organic  political  structure,  which  are,  of 
coarse,  beyond  the  reach  ot  Territorial  legislation) 
The  act  of  1836  says,  too,  "  the  laws  of  the  United 
States  are  hereby  extended  over,  and  shall  be  in 
force  in  said  Territory,  so  far  as  the  same,  or  any 
pcovisiotts  thereof,  may  be  applicable."  If  any 
bearing  can  be  ascribed  to  this  provision  on  the  pre- 
sent question,  it  is  in  bringing  into  direct  applica- 
tion the  fnndamentAl  act  of  1817,  and  not  the  act  of 
1819,  which,  on  its  face,  is  special  tq  Michigan, 
and  was  exhausted  in  that  function. 

ft  is  asserted,  hocrever,  that  Mr.  Jones  has  him- 
self put  a  construction  on  the  act  of  1836,  by  taking 
Us  seat  a  session  in  advance  of  that  which  would 
1m  thejbrsl  under  the  interpretation  now  contended 
lor.  In  point  of  (act  he  denies  this,  alleging 
that  he  rehed  on  his  antecedent  election  as  a 
Belegale  from  the  Territory  of  Michigan, 
aid  that,  in .  any  event,  he  is  curtailed  of  the 
Ml  benefit  of  the  popular  favor  extended  to 
feina.  But  I  will  not  confuse  the  subject  by  any 
meb  inquiry:  we  have  nothing  to  do  with  it.  This 
is  not  a  case  in  which  to  talk  of  uUsffptl^  or  of  the 
aigiiiimsm  «t  JkomtfMin.  The  only  question  before 
«a  is  as  to  the  efficapy  of  the  popular  action  of  Wis- 
mmoM  in  1836.  We  are  to  look  to  the  rights  of 
people  of  that  Territory,  and  not  of  the  indivi- 
~  who  chances  to  be  the  instrument  through 
they  are  enjoyed.  This  would  be  so  even 
iA  private  transactions  where  the  rights  of  the  peo- 
ple ftiv  not  concerned.  Suppose  a  power  of  attor- 
Wtff  given  to  act  for  two  years,  but  the  power  not  to 
%m  exeieised  until  a  year  from  the  date  of  the  in- 
ent:  the  agent  enters  at  once  upon  his  attor- 
ip,  and  people  deal  with  him  accordingly,  not 
ing  beyond  the  seal  and  the  accustomed  forms 
mathentication.  Will  it  be  pretended  that  this 
iture  action  is  to  abridge  the  term  fixed  in  the 
Would  a  judge  say  that  the  term  must  be 
wed  to  one  year,  because  the  agent  com- 
a  twelvemonth  too  soont  Surely  such  a 
would  be  scouted;  and  yet  the  cry  might  well 
Sttised  that  here  was  a  man  acting,  in  fact,  for 
years,  under  a  power  limited  to  (too.  No,  sir, 
«iir  business,  in  the  exercise  of  a  high  judicial 
Ion,  to  ascertain  which  are  the  "two  years" 
(  by  the  act  oT  1836.  We  are  not  to  hunt  up 
adopt  the  misconstruction  or  blunders  of  others, 
fts  be  right  ourselves.  Fix  truly  the  oonstruc- 
«r  the  power  asserted  by  the  people  of  Wiscon- 
~~  1836,  and  then  give  it  effect  as  a  high  daty 
..  people. 

\  B.  said  he  would  not  pursue  the  subject  fur- 

aod  very  far  was  he  from  asserting,  in  the  face 

recent  vote,  that  the  positions  he  had  hastily 


taken  were  impregnable.  But  he  did  feel  that  the 
question  was  a  grave  and  arduous  one,  that  had 
properly  been  ^raised  for  decision.  It  was  a  case 
touching  the  rights  of  Wisconsin,  and  the  regular 
course  of  her  political  action,  in  which  judgment 
ought  not  to  have  been  suffered  to  go  by  default 
from  the  omission  of  the  only  individual  who  could 
present  the  case  for  adjudication.  On  the  whole, 
ne  believed  that  no  occasion  had  occurred  in  which 
the  practice  of  the  House  in  making  this  allowance 
could  with  greater  propriety  be  followed. 


SPEECH  OF  MR.  GIDDIN6S, 
Of  Ohio, 

ON  THX  SAME  SUBJECT. 

Mr.  GIDDINQS  said  that  as  his  name  had  been 
mentioned  in  the  communication  read  by  the  clerk, 
he  would  explain  the  manner  in  which  he  became 
connected  with  the  subject  now  under  discussion. 
After  the  vote  of  the  House  on  the  r\^  of  Mr. 
JoNKs  to  a  seat,  made  upon  a  former  day,  I  felt  it 
important  that  a  precedent  should  not  be  set  of  al- 
lowing any  gentleman  for  travel  and  per  diem  com- 
pensation, who  should  attempt  to  hold  an  ofl[ice 
freyond  the  term  allowed  by  the  Constitution  and 
laws.  It  was  rumored  that  Mr.  Jones  had  drawn 
his  pay,  and  I  conversed  with  older  and  more  ex- 
perienced members  upon  the  subject  of  introducing 
a  resolution  declarative  of  the  views  which  the 
House  entertains.  All  felt  delicate,  and  each  ap- 
peared willing  to  be  excused.  I  felt  unwilling  that 
Mr.  Jones  should  take  nearly  two  thousand  dollars 
from  the  Treasury  without  the  toUi/r  y  elotm,  as  I 
believed;  and  I  then  concluded  to  bring  in  a  reso- 
lution myself.  I  felt  it  was  due  to  Gen.  Jones  that 
be  should  be  informed  in  regard  to  my  determina- 
tion, and  therefore  sent  him  the  note  which  has 
produced  the  response  just  read  from  the  Speaker^ 
table.  I  am,  however,  happy  to  find  the  subject  in 
abler  hands — in  the  cafe  of  one  who  will  do  ii  jus- 
tice.   [Gen.  Mason  had  introduced  the  resolution.] 

The  oveiwhelming  vote  given  by  the  House  on 
the  right  of  Mr.  Jones  to;  hold  his  seat,  will  save 
me  the  trouble  of  going  into  the  merits  of  the  ques- 
tion then  pending.  It  is  sufficient  to  say  that  that 
decision  was  on  solemn  argument,  with  a  full 
House;  and  that  a  decision  thus  made  ought  to  set 
at  rest  the  subject  of  Hg^  between  Messrs.  Jones 
and  Dorr.  This  principle,  if  admitted,  disposes 
also  of  the  principal  portion  of  the  argument  of 
the  chairman  of  the  Judiciary  Committee,  [Mr. 
Tromas.]  Mr.  Jones,  then,  must  rest  his  claim  for 
compensation,  either  upon  UgtJL  HgAf,  or  some  e^tti- 
lAU  and  mmlortotu  coiuuteralioii.  As  to  his  UgaX 
right,  we  have  passed  upon  that  question,  and  have 
solemnly  decided  that  he  had  novkt.  But  before  I 
go  further,  I  ought  perhaps  to  answer  the  arguments 
of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  who  sits  in  front  of 
me,  [Mr.  Booldin.1  He  as  well  as  his  colleague 
over  the  way,  [Mr.  Wise,]  and  the  gentleman 
from  Maryland,  [Mr.  Thomas,]  all  rely  upon  frt- 
cedent.  They  say  we  have  practised  paying  gen- 
tlemen who  have  appeared  here  and  contested  seats 
upon  this  floor.  I  know  not  how  far  gentlemen 
would  carry  this  idea  oC precedent.  Suppose  a  man 
came  here  who  had  never  been  a  candidate,  and 
claimed  that  he  was  entitled  to  a  seat,  would  gen- 
tlemen urge  thai  precedent  would  compel  us 
to  pay  him  for  thus  insulting  our  common  sense? 

[Mr.  BooLOtN  requested  the  floor  to  explain,  Mr. 
GiDDiNQS  yielded.] 

Mr.  G.  resumeid.  I  will  suppose,  sir,  that  the 
man  who  comes  to  contest  the  feat,  uiges  that  he 
is  an  elder  man,  that  he  is,  if  you  please,  a  beiUr 
Demoertt  than  the  one  who  holds  a  reat.  Will  the 
aenileman  urge  that  we  should  pay  him  for  thus 
intruding  himself  upon  the  business  of  the  House? 
Yet  he  urges  a  reofon. 

[Mr.  Thomas  desired  the  floor  for  explanation, 
which  was  yielded  to  him  by  Mr.  Q.  Mr.  T. 
said  that  in  the  cases  from  Mississippi,  the  House 
granted  compensation  to  all  the  claimants,  for  the 
reason  that  they  all  had  color  of  right.] 

Mr.  G.  resumed.  I  understand  the  igentleman 
from  Maryland,  and  will  touch  upon  this  color  qf 
fighi,  as  applied  to  Mr.  Jones.  I  was,  sir,  speak- 
ing of  pfveedeia,  when  I  yielded  the  floor.  A  preee- 
dcfU,  in  order  to  be  binding,  must  be  in  aparcrflcl 


COM.  I  have  looked  into  the  case,  and  I  say,  wi:h- 
out  hesitation,  that  I  believe  it  out  of  the  power  of 
gentlemen  to  point  me  to  a  single  case,  in  the  his- 
tory of  this  House,  otuitagoiu  to  the  one  under  con- 
sideration. 

[Mr.  Wise  said  he  would  call  the  attention  of 
the  gentleman  to  the  Mississippi  case.] 

Mr.  G.  said  he  intended  to  notice  that  case  as 
soon  as  be  could  get  to  it.  I  say,  air,  this  case  is 
distinguishable  from  all  other  cases  that  have  oc- 
curred since  the  formation  of  the  Government,  in 
this  respect.  That  (General  Jone<>,  under  his  elec- 
tion in  1836,  had  served  twoJuU  yean,  prior  to  the 
present  session,  and  was  now  endeavoring  to  hold 
the  office  three  years  under  one  election.  There 
is  not  a  case  of  this  description  on  record.  They 
all  occurred  at  the  begimung  of  the  service,  when 
different  persons  claimed  to  have  been  elected,  except 
the  one  from  JtfUnsrippi;  and  then  the  question  was 
whether  the  sitting  members  could  hold  for  the  full 
term  of  two  years,  or  for  the  special  session  only. 
But  here  Mr.  Jones  had  served  his  full  term  of 
two  years,  and  attempts  to  holdover  one  year  longer. 
No  one  contested  his  right  for  the  whole  time  pro- 
vided by  the  Constitution  and  law  under  which  he 
was  elected.  That  time  having  fully  expired,  he 
presents  himself  here,  in  my  opinion,  as  destitute 
of  right,  or  of  color  qf  right,  as  though  he  had  never 
been  here;  nor  do  the  precedents  apply  to  his  case 
with  any  more  power,  in  my  opinion,  than  they 
would  if  he  had  never  been  elected,  or  held  a  seat 
here. 

[Mr.  BouLoiN  and  Mr.  Wise  both  rose  to  ex- 
plain, and  Mr.  Giduinos  yielded  the  floor  for  some 
time.] 

When  he  resumed,  he  said: 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  protest  against  these  frequent  in- 
terruptions. They  derange  my  course  of  argu- 
ment, and  I  shall  surely  charge  it  all  .to  the  gentle- 
men from  Virginia.  . 

I  think  no  one  will  urge  that  there  has  been  a 
parallel  case  in  this  House,  and  of  course  we  are 
not  bound  to  grant  to  Mr.  Jones  nineteen  hundred 
dollars  from  any  precedent  established  by  this 
Hoube.  But  I  object  to  it  on  the  important  princi- 
ple, that  by  giving  him  a  compensation  toe  shall  ej- 
tabli^  a  precedent  in  (Atscose— a  precedent  by  which 
any  of  us,  after  one  term  of  service  shall  expire, 
may  return  here,  claim  a  seat,  and  if  ousted,  call 
on  the  Government  for  our  travel  fees  and  per 
diem.     Suc4  a  precedent  Iprotett  agedntt. 

I  will  now  return  to  the  point  respecting  the 
meriu  of  Mr.  Jones^  claims.  In  1836,  while  Mr. 
JqNEs  was  a  Delegate  from  Michigan,  that  Terri- 
tory was  admitted  into  the  Union,  and  Wisconsin 
created  a  Territory.  By  the  organic  law,  the  Ter- 
ritory of  Wisconsin  was  authorized  to  elect  a  Dele- 
gate to  Congress.  Orders  for  an  election  were  is.^ued. 
At  that  election  Mr.  Jones  was  a  candidate.  He 
solicited  the  suffrages  of  the  people;  was  elected;  re- 
ceived a  certificate  of  his  election;  came  here  and 
presented  his  credentials  as  a  Delegate  from  Wiscon- 
sin; was  sworn  as  such,  and  served  as  such  for 
two  full  years.  But  the  two  gentlemen  from  Vir- 
ginia and  the  gentlemen  from  Maryland  insist  that 
he  continued  as  the  Delegate  from  Michigan  through 
the  whole  of  the  Twenty-fourth  Congress.  Yes, 
sir;  after  being  elected,'  sworn,  and  serving  as  a 
Delegate  for  the  full  term  of  two  yea)s,  and  enjoy- 
ing all  the  privileges  of  the  office,  receiving  the  pay 
as  sudi,  we  are  now  told  that  he  did  it  in  his  own 
lorong;  that  he  mistook  the  law;  that,  although  he 
was  sworn,  and  served,  and  received  pay  as  Dele- 
gate from  ffbconein,  yet  he  was,  in  fact  and  in 
law,  a  Delegate  from  Jdichigan. 

[Mr.  Wise  desired  the  floor  to  explain.  Mr.  G. 
yielded,  and  Mr.  W.  explained.] 

Mr.  G.  proceeded.  I  say  that  Mr.  Jones,  then, 
by  his  words,  his  acts,  his  oath,  declared  to  this 
House,  to  the  nation,  and  to  the  world,  that  he  ifras 
then,  in  December,  1836,  a  Delegate  from  Wiscon- 
sin. This  House,  in  solemn  argument  and  full 
deliberation,  here  said,  by  a  majority  of  more  than 
five  to  one,  that  he  was  right.  Suppose  he  new 
says  he  was  wrong,  and  that  his  time  did  not  com- 
mence till  December,  1837,  ought  welo  pay  him 
for  thus  stultifying  hitnself?  for  contradicting  his 
former  acts,  words,  and  oath  of  officel  Having 
served  the  full  term,  and  received  full  pey,  if  he  now 
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seeks  to  make  a  speculation  by  coming  here,  he . 
ought  not  to  do  it  at'  the  expense  of  the  people. 
Bat  I  ask  the  gentleman  to  point  oat  the  merit9' 
rious  or  equitable  consideration  for  which  we  are 
to  allow  him  nearly  two  thousand  dollars  of  the 
public  treasure.    Will  gentlemen  say  that  he  has 

gromoted  the  business  of  the  House?  I  answer, 
e  has  detained  the  House,  and  occupied  the  time 
of  two  hundred  arid  forty  membeii^v  with  our  clerks, 
oflkers,  and  attendants,  more  than  one  entire  day! 
Does  thin  4?niitle  him  to  compensation?  Will  gen- 
tlemen say  that  he  has  saved  the  funds  of  the  na- 
tion? I  answer,  his  appearance  here  and  claim 
have  lost  the  nation  from  $5,000  to  i8,000.  And 
would  the  gentleman  from  Maryland,  or  either  of 
the  gentlemen  from  Virgiuia,  pay  him  (3,000  more 
as  a  compensation  for  doing  so?  Is  this  merito- 
rious? Do  we  bid  op  such  honesty  for  wasting  the 
national  treasure?  Will  gentlemen  say  that  he  has 
here  nspresented  the  people  or  the  interests  of  Wis- 
consin? 1  answer,  he  has  set  himself  in  opposition 
to  their  views,  kept  out  of  this  hall  their  rightful 
Delegate,  and^delayed  their  business  for  four  weeks; 
and  now  claims  at  our  hands  a  bonus  of  near 
|2,000  for  doing  it.  And  now,  if  there  is  any  just, 
any  equitable  claim  thai  he  has  upon  the  national 
funds,  I  hone  gentlemen  will  point  it  out,  for  the 
obliqairy  of  my  vision  prevents  my  seeing  it.  Had 
Mr.  JoNFs  come  to  this  city  and  taken  a  seat  in  the 
gallery  as  a  spectator,  no  one  would  have  thought 
of  paying  liim.  In  that  case,  had  he  asked  for  his 
mileage  and  per  diem,  all  would  have  eonsidered  it 
an  insult.  I  ask,  does  he  come  now  with  stronger 
claims  than  he  woald  in  the  case  supposed?  He 
has  retarded  the  business  of  the  House,  indvased 
the  national  expenditure,  kept  the  ri^  hiful  Delegate 
of  his  Territory  from  his  seat  here,  disappointed 
the  expectatiotis  of  his  people,  opposed  their  wishes^ 
and  retarded  their  holiness.  Bat  do  these  circum- 
Btancfs  add  to  the  real  merits  of  his  claim? 
If  there  be  equity,  if  their  be  justice  in  the 
claim,  surely  the  able  chairman  of  the  Judiciary 
Committee,  [Mr.  TuoMis,]  with  his  legal  acn- 
«  men  is  able  to  point  it  out,  and  demonstrate  the 
principle  on  which  it  rests.  I  desire  to  hear  whUh 
actt  or  which  acts  of  Mr.  Jones's  entitles  him  to 
the  compensation?  On  what  particular  principles 
of  equity  or  common  justice  does  this  claim  R'St? 
I  dislike  this  keeping  at  a  distance  from  (he  sub- 
ject, this  firing  at  long  shoii^  this  dealing  in  generaU, 
It  was  !he  saying  of  a  very  eminent  jurist  that 
*'frnuU  lurks  in  generalities."  When  our  public 
trea&ure  !.<<  lo  be  dealt  out,  I  desire  to  see  some 
definite f  snme  obvious  reason  assigned  for  it. 

But,  if  I  understood  the  Speaker  at  the  com- 
mencement of  this  debate,  he  thought  that  the 
**  House  had  recognised  Mr.  Jones  as  the  sitting 
member.*'  If  this  be  fact,  we  ought  not  now  to 
refuse '  compensation  to  him.  We  should  be 
estopped  now  from  dettying  that  which  we  admitted 
at  the .  commencement  of  the  session.  In  other 
words,  we  are  bound  by  the  same  principles  by 
which  Mr.  Jones  is  bound,  the  principle  alluded 
to  some  time  since,  in  which  I  stated  that  Mr. 
JoNE  shaving  asserted  himself  to  be  the  Delegate  in 
1836,  should  not  in  1838,  say  he  was  noi  a  Delegate 
in  1836.  I  would  apply  the  same  rule  to  ourselves. 
It  is  not  merely  a  rule  of  law,  but  it  is  a  rule  of 
consistency^  of  common  justice  and  common  sense. 
If  we  have  expressly  recognised  Mr.  Jones  as  the 
Delegate,  by  such  recognition  we  roust  have 
induced  him  to  remain  here  and  spend  his  time,  and 
we  ought  nut  now  to  turn  round,  and  say  he  is 
not  entitled  to  compensation  for  his  time.  If 
this  House  have,  in  fact,  led  Mr.  Jones 
into  error,  the  loss  ought  not  to  fall  on  him.  If 
the  nation  induced  him  to  come  here  and  spend  his 
tin^e,  nothing  can  be  more  plain  than  that  dictate 
of  Justice  which  says  the  nation  shall  pay  him. 
But  how  stands  the|ca8e?  Mr.  Jones's  time  had 
fully  expired.  The  office  was  vacant.  Mr.  Doty 
was  here,  had  selected  his  seat,  and  at  the  proper 
timft  prespntcd  his  credentials  for  the  purpose  of 
tukiiiq^  the  oath  as  the  Delegate  from  Wisconsin. 
To  this  Mr.  Jones  objected,  denyirg  the  right  of 
Mr.  Doty.  On  this  objeci^on  the  adrotnistration 
of  the  oath  was  delayed.  The  objectipn  wfiS  the 
act  of  Mr.  Jonesj  "by  it  he  gamed  no&ing;.  The 
i  lay  lu  reoeiying  Mr.  Dott  was  the  aet  of  the 


House,  in  courtesy  to  Mr.  Jones^  objection.  But 
it  is  difficult  for  me  to  see  how  we  recognised,  Mr. 
Jones  by  delaying  the  rec^tion  of  Mr.  Dorr.  I 
think  no  one  will  say  that  thus  far  we  had  recog- 
nised Mr.  Jones.  By  what  act,  then,  did  he  be- 
come the  sittint  member?  Was  it  by  sitting  in 
th^  hall  instead  of  the  gallery?  He  had  been  a 
meDoJ)<;r  here,  and  bv  the  rules  of  the  House  had 
the  privilege  of  the  hall.  Then  he  gained  nothing 
by  bis  seat.  But  I  apprehend  that  no  gentleman 
will  claim  any  recognition  by  this  House  except  by 
the  vote  of  the  House.  A  legislative  body  can 
only  spsfA,  can  only  act  by  their  vote.  The  rule  is 
too  plain  to  be  misunderstood.  It  requires  a  iiiAJe- 
rUy  of  the  House  to  do  any  act.  That  majority  is 
ascertained  by  vote.  Hence  arises  the  rule  that 
'*a  lej^slative  body  can  only  act  or  speak  by  vote." 
Having  laid  down  the  rules  by  which  we  could 
hav^  recognised  Mr.  Jones  as  the  Delegate,  we 
will  jf»roceed  to  inquire  whether  we  have,  by  vole 
of  the  House,  thus  recognised  him  as  the  Dele- 
gate. The  first  vote  of  the  House  was  to  re- 
fer Mr.  DoTT^  right  to  a  seat  here  to  the 
Committee  of  Elections.  This,  I  think,  will 
not  be  urged  as  a  recognition  of  Mr.  Jones. 
The  next  vote  of  the  House  declared  that  Mr. 
Dott  had  the  right  to  a  seat  as  Delegate,  and  that 
Mr.  Jones  had  no  such  right.  This,  then,  is  the 
only  recognttion  of  Mr.  Jones  by  the  House.  It 
is  an  express  denial.  The  only  vote  on  the  subject 
given  by  thr  House,  in  words  as  plain  as  language 
permits,  denies  his  right  here;  and  yet  it  is  urged 
that  we  have  recognised  him  as  the  sitting  Dele- 
gate. I  ask  gentlemen  to  point  us  to  the  vote,  to 
the  act  of  this  House,  by  which  we  recognised 
him  as  a  Delegate.  Let  them  no  \ongtr  keep  at  a 
distance;  but  let  them  refer  the  House  to  the  speci- 
fic, the  particular  recognition.  Lpt  them  give 
time,  place,  and  circumstances.  And  now,  Mr. 
Speaker,  I  will  only  add,  that  having  assigned  the 
views  which  will  govern  me  in  my  vote,  I  rest  the 
subject  with  the  House.  In  doing  this,  I  have 
spoken  freely  and  unreservedly.  Of  Mr.  Jones, 
as  a  man  and  a  gentleman,  I  know  nothing  except 
what  appears  from  th  e  case  before  us.  From  that 
I  speak,  and  on  that  I  must  act.  I  know  that  it  is 
a  delicate  subject  to  combat  the  granting  of  money 
to  one  who  has  mingled  with  members  in  this 
Hall,  one  who  has  Ions;  associated  with  them 
as  a  fellow  member.  But,  sir,  I  was  net  sent 
here  to  indulge  in  delicacy  of  feeling,  where 
the  public  treasure  is  concerned.  My  gene 
rotily  may  be  displayed  in  my  private  concerns,  but 
not  with  the  ott^Itc  funds.  I  have  no  right  to  gvs 
away  that  which  belongs  to  the  nation.  It  is  a  fact, 
so  far  as  my  experience  has  extended,  that  claims 
urged  upon  this  House  meet  with  little  favor,  un- 
less based  upon  principles  of  obvious  justice  and 
policy.  Such  I  know  to  be  the  case  so  far  as  they 
come  through  the  committee  over  which  the  gentle- 
man from  Kentucky  [Mr.  Chambers]  presides  with 
so  much  zeal  and  devotion  to  the  national  interests. 
Sir,  the  widow  and  the  orphan,  rendered  destitute 
and  penny  less  by  Indian  barbarities,  are  denied, 
sternly  denied,  indemnity  for  their  loss  of  houses, 
furniture  and  property,  sustained  by  conflagrations 
kindled  with  savage  hands;  and  shall  we  bestow  the 
money  withheld  from  them,  on  claims  like  the  one 
under  consideration?  Shall  we,  sir,  guard  and  de- 
fend the  public  treasure  with  one  hatid,  while  with 
the  other  we  scatter  it  to  the  four  winds  of  heaven? 


;   REMARKS  OF  MR.  TAYLOR, 
Of  New  York, 
Jn  ihs  House  of  RepresentativeSj  Jmuary  9,  1839— 
On  the  resolution  to  appoint  a  committee  to 
investigate  the  Swartwout  defalcation. 

The  question  being  on  the  motion  to  appoint  a 
committee  by  ballot, 

Mr.  TAYLOR  rose,  and  said : 

Mr.  Speaiuui:  I  »hall  not  attempt  to  follow  the 
gentleman  from  Ohio  [Mr.  Bono]  m  his  commisnts 
upon,  the  enormous  fraud  upon  the  Treuury,  in 
the  case  of  the  la^  collector  of  the  port  of  New 
York,  for  the  reason  that  \^a  are  abent  to  appoint 
I  a  comltmtree  (o  investigate  that  case,  and  I  prefer 
I  waiting  for  the  action  of  the  committee  and^uch 
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additional  information  as  the  investigaiioti 
furnish;  and  on  this  point  I  will  at  present  Imly 
say,  that  I  must  wait  for  funhcr  developmeini 
and  have  other  arid  better  reasons,  before  I  can  see 
any  jusiification  whatever  in  tht  coarse  gentlemen 
have  pursued  in  their  invectives  against  the  8ecr^ 
tary  of  the  Treasury  and  censure  of  the  Adoinia. 
tration.  1  am  not  aware  of  any  objections  to  tbe 
appointment  of  the  committee,  and  hope  and  irosi 
that,  when  appointed,  they  will  perform  their  dntr 
with  a  most  ri^id  scrutiny,  that  all  the  facta  ami 
circumstances  in  the  case  may  be  exposed,  so  ihit 
we  may  fully  understand  how  this  fraud  has  bern 
committed,  whether  others  are  implicated,  andlo 
what  extent,  and  whether  there  has  been  ^j  want 
of  faithfulness  in  any  public  officer  enirasted  with 
the  mahas^emeni  of  any  part  of  the  fioancial  ope- 
rations of  jhe  Government;  and  then,  sir,  let  the 
blame  rest  where  it  justly  belongs. 

The  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  [Mr.  Cose- 
iHo]  charges  upon  the  friends  of  the  Admiusua- 
tion  a  change  of  conduct,  from  that  which  tbej 
exhibited  two  years  since  when  it  was  proposed 
to  appoint  a  committee  to  investigate  abuses,  and 
says  they  are  now  forced  to  come  out  in  fafor  of 
a  committee  of  investigation.  The  gentleman  b 
mistaken  if  he  imagines  there  is  any  change  in  thii 
respect.  What  was  the  proposition  at  the  tunc 
alluded  to?  After  gentlemen,  as  usual,  had  fretlj 
indulged  in  broad  and  general  charges  of  coirop- 
tion  on  the  part  of  the  Administration,  a  resolotioB 
was  offered  to  appoint  a  select  comroiiiee,  liiih 
out  any  definite  or  specific  object,  but  for  the  pB^ 
ral  purpose  of  endeavoring  to  hunt  up  something, 
somewhere  and  somehow,  to  justify  the  ehaige. 
The  committee  was  not  to  be  coD6ned  even  to 
public  officers,  but  to  extend  their  inqairies  to  any 
one  "dicectly  or  indirectly  connected  with  ihemji 
any  manner,  offioially  or  tm^etol/y.*'  In  was  to  be 
a  sort  of  general  '^corruption"  hunting  eommiuei 
To  the  appointment  of  a  committee  for  sachgea^ 
ral  and  indefinite  objects,  and  with  such  onlimiud 
powers,  there  were  objections,  and  those  objectiooi 
were  urged  upon  this  floor. 

And,  sir,  we  saw  enough  on  that  occasion  eoi* 
nected  with  sending  committees  in  search  of  np 
defined  abuses,  whether  official  or  uno^iil,  resQbp 
in.,  in  po  public  good,  to  strengthen  ailobjeetKM 
to  such  a  measure.  But,  even  then,  the  rcsohitioi 
was  sustained  by  the  vote  of  almost  everj  itMfl 
the  Administration;  and  I  would  ask  when,  on  vbi 
occasion,  have  they  manifeaied  any  oowiliiagMI* 
to  investigate  any  and  erery  alleged  caie  of  M 
or  defalcation,  any  specific  charge  against  any  pi^ 
lie  officer?  Never,  since  I  have  been  honored  #iA 
a  seat  in  th  s  House. 

I  am  opposed,  sir,  to  the  amendment  wbiekjMO' 
poses  to  appoint  the  committee  by  ballot,  tM  i 
there  were  no  other  reasons  than  those  which  halt 
been  assigned  in  favor  oP  the  propositioa,  dNN 
would  be,  to  my  mind,  conclusive  a^inst  it  Thi 
rule  requires  the  Speaker  to  appoint  all  ooaiil' 
tees,  "unless  otherwise  specially  directed  bj  tli 
House."  This  rule  has  seldom  been  departed (im^ 
and  in  no  instance,  to  my  recollection,  wtthialhM 
SIX  years.  Why,  then,  is  it  proposed  to  chimall! 
mode  on  this  occasion?  ,  The  gentleman  fnmtb 
ginia  [Mr.  MiSON]  tells  as  that  the  Speaker  iJllr 
subject  to  the  charge  of  unfairness,  of  partialiq^ 
haviiig  selected  a  packed  committee,  andhedf  * 
to  relieve  him  from  the  responsibility.  Aodbi 
the  Opposition  may  cast  upon  the  Speakerv 
and  unworthy  impuUitions,  Is  that  any  reMOiV 
we  should  take  from  him  any  of  his  ordiuil^ 
cial  duties,  and  relieve  him  from  respoastbili^t 

When,  sir,  has  the  lime  been,  since  ihe  p^ 
incumbent  has  occupied    that  Chair,  thai  1 
charges  have  not  been  oiade?    And  I  bavajl 
learn  that  the  duties  have  not  been  well  perfiM 
or  that  the  Speaker  shrinks  from  the  re8ponH| 
of  his  station,  and  desire^i  us  to  relieve  hSm^^ 
another   gentleman   fro  A   Virginia  [Mr.. 
come»  more  boldly  to  the  point,  and  aisigBtf 
and  a  very  different  reason.    He  teUf  Oft  I 
that  he  wishes  to  avoid  the  Speaken  Iwi*  ' 
ling  to  trust  him.    He  dopbtlen  has  hd  .# 
view,  and  while  gentlemen    talk  ajbonl.tn 
washing  committee,  we  may  withM^' 
priety  suppose  thtyteire  toelecHai 
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nittee,  to  sobtenre  party  purposes.  They  will  not, 
of  coarse,  expect  my  vote  for  any  such  object,  and 
neither  shall  I  sanction  the  aojost  impatations  cast 
npon  ths  Speaker,  by  voting  wiih  them  to  take 
flom  faim,  on  this  occasion,  the  appointing  power. 
I  have  no  want  of  confidence  in  the  Speaker,  be- 
Ueritt^  that  a  committee  selected  in  the  nsnal 
mod*  wiU  be  composed  of  men  who  will  fkithfully 
and  impartially  investigate  the  subject  referred  to 
them,  having  ini  view  the  protection  of  the  public 
interest  and  the  promotion  of  the  public  gooa. 

Bat,  sir,  investigation  of  particalar  frauds  upon 
die  Treasary  will  avail  but  little,  unless  we  turn 
our  atiChtion  to  the  remedy  for  these  evils. 

The  gentleman  from  Virginia  [Mr.  Wiss]  tells 
us  there  is  no  remedy  but  in  a  change  of  the  Ad- 
ministration; turnout  the  present  incumbents  of 
office,  and  put  in  a  new  set.  Why,  sir,  this  has 
been  die  object  and  unremitting  eflurt  of  the  party 
to  whidi  that  gentleman  belongs,  for  these  many 
years.  It  is  to  get  into  power  by  any  available 
means,  und  tbey  won|d  fain  make  the  people  be- 
lieve that  if  the  pure,  immaculate  Whig  patty 
Aoold  succeed,  then  all  would  be  right.  But  I  can 
tell  gentlemen  you  may  torn  out,  and  put  in,  until 
doomsday,  and  unless  you  change  the  system  of 
coneettng  and  keeping  the  public  money,  and  re- 
medy the  defects  of  law,  defalcations  will  happen, 
ao  long  as  man  is  depraved,  and  subject  to  temp- 
talioii.  And,  in  the  language  of  the  Message  of 
the  President,,  the  recent  defalcations  **fumish  the 
strongest  motive  for  the  establishment  of  a  more 
severe  and  secure  system  for  the  safekeeping  and 
diAarsement  of  the  public  moneys  than  any  that 
has  herptafore  existed."  Sir,  it  seems  to  be  a  pro- 
minent part  of  the  policy  of  the  Whig  party  to 
dtaige  upon  the  administration  of  Gfeneral  Jackson 
and  Mr.  Van  BoHren  all  the  defalcations  thai  have 
happened  since  the  organization  of  the  Govern- 
ment And  I  was  somewhat  surprised  to  hear  the 
gentleman  from  Virginia  [Mr.  Mason]  speak  of  the 
alajming  defalcations  of  the  last  nine  years,  confin- 
ing himself  to  that  period,  as  though  Uttte  or  nothine 
of  the  hind  had  occurred  before.  Sir,  I  have  tarned 
mj  attention  to  the  celebrated  document  No.  Ill, 
which  has  been  so  fVeely,  and  I  may  say  unfairiy, 
■aed  to  convey  this  impression,  and  it  is  from  this 
that  I  will  show  how  unfounded  and  UDJast  is  the 
diaige.  This  document  contaitis  a  statement  of 
amoonts  due  from  collectors  of  customs  and  re- 
ceivers  of  public  moneys,  who  were  out  of  office 
on  the  12di  October,  1837.  None  of  these,  there- 
fore, are  chargeable  to  the  present  Admlnistra- 
tioD.  The  aggregate  amount  due  from  collectors  of 
tfie  cdstoms,  since  the  oiganizatioo  of  the  Govern- 
ment to  the  13ih  October,  1837,  as  appears  by  this 
document,  is  about  |1,445,000.  Of  this  amount,  I 
ind  about  |31 1,324  standing  againsf  dates  within 
flie  period  of  General  Jackson's  administration, 
caehiding  those  cases  ascertained  to  be  defaulters 
-vit^  the  month  of  his  first  inauguration,  and 
therefore  not  jostly  chargeable  to  his  adrainistra- 
tioB.  Of  this  amount,  the  indebtedness  of  Mr.  In- 
gefson,  the  district  attorney  of  the  Eastern  District 
6t  j^nnsylvania,  and  that  of  Mr.  McCuUoch,  C4>I- 
leetor  of  Baltimore,  known  to  be  balanced,  make 
in  the  aggregate  |9 1,344;  and  should  therefore  be 
deducted,  leaving  1 190,080.  Indeed,  it  appears, 
Ikom  this  same  document,  that  a  suit  was  ordered 
^gsinst  Mr.  Ingersotl  for  the  amount  stated  in  the 
nd>le,  but  that  judgment  was  obtained  for  only 
fS,985  78  which  has  been  paid;  and  Mr.  McCulIoch 
a«ver  was  a  defaulter  to  any  amount.  There  are  se- 
fmX  others  of  this  class  whose  indebtedness  has 
Vol  reduced  in  whole  or  in  part,  or  have  offsets 
m  the  claims  against  them  and  others^gainst 
Wl)Om  the  security  is  considered  ample.  We  have 
WS^  At  present,  the  means  of  knowing  predsebr  the 
ailimnt  paid  and  secured,  but  it  would  not  ui  too 
'  ll%b  an  estimate  to  rate  it  at  fifty  or  sixty  thon- 
p.  —  «  ^Q|]|^fs^  leaving  the  estimate  of  loss  by  collec- 
doriDg  the  eight  years  of  General  Jack»on'sad- 
ation,  at  sixty  or  seventy  thousand  dollars. 
.  be  presumed  that  the  balances  which  have 
^.  oalhe  books  of  the  Department,  uncancelled  for 
^^t  ten  7ears,  (from  the  time  General  Jackson 
^  ^  Snid  othcft,)  constituting  an  aggregate  of 
^Itlicmt  |i,233,(K)0,  .are  not,  to  any  considerable 
juii0tmt;ieeiua^«nd  fterafbra  a  large  proportion 


■»ay  be  considered  as  lost.  In  making  an  estimate 
of  the  relative  amount  of  defalcation  and  loss  sus- 
^ined  under  different  administrations,  it  is  proper 
to  take  into  account  the  amount  of  money  collected; 
and  we  find  the  aggregata  of  receipts  from  cus- 
toms, during  the  first  four  years  of  General  Jack- 
son^ administration,  was  alK>ut  iUvenmifhonM  more 
than  during  the  term  of  his  immediate  predecessor. 
It  then,  sir,  appears  by  this  celebrated  document, 
when  carelulty  examined,  that  the  amount  of  loss 
from  collectors  of  customs,  duritig  the  eight  years 
when  General  Jackson  administered  the  Govern- 
ment, will  not  mndi  exceed  one-(Aird  of  the  average 
amount  for  the  same  number  of  years  m  all  the 
preceding  administrations  since  the  organization  of 
the  GN)vernment!  And  it  may  not  be  unworthy  of 
remark  that,  as  I  understand,  not  more  than  two  or 
three  of  these  collectors  who  are  defaulters  were 
originally  appointed  by  him,  and  the  balances 
against  them  are  small. 

As  to  the  balances  which  appear  in  this  docu- 
ment against  public  receivers,  the  same  remark 
will  apply  as  to  such  as  have  remained  uncancellei 
for  nine  or  ten  ^ears.  Most  of  these  may  be  con- 
sidered loii,  while  of  those  that  have  occurred  since 
that  time,  a  laige  proportion  have  been  paid  or 
secured;  so  that  it  is  believed  not  more  than  two 
hundred  thousand  dollars  may  be  considered  doaDt- 
fal,  being  much  less  in  amount  than  the  loss  sus- 
tained under  previous  administrations.  The  whole 
amount  of  receipts  from  the  sale  of  lands  since 
they  were  first  brought  into  market,  is  |94,737,943; 
of  tfai!s  sum,  about  surly  miUioikt  were  sold  under 
Gen.  Jackson's  administration,  and  in  one  year  a 
larger  amount  than  the  aggregate  of  any  twelve  years 
pr^eding.  Here,  then,  the  comparison  again  results 
most  decidedly  in  favor  of  General  Jackson's  ad- 
minisiratisD;  and  if  defalcations  are  to  be  con- 
sidered as  authorizing  the  charge  of  "corruption," 
gentlemen  would  do  well  to  consider  on  whose 
head  the  charge  might  fall  with  greatest  weight. 
Certainly  not  upon  the  head  of  the  venerable 
Jackson. 

So  much,  sir,  for  this  celebrated  document,  which 
the  gentleman  from  Virginia  [Mr.  Wise]  moved 
to  have  reprinted  in  an  extra  number,  to  be  again 
sent  ont  to  the  public;  a  document  which,  all  now 
admit,  does  gieat  injustice  to  many  worthy  and 
honorable  men,  who  never  have  been  in  reality  de« 
fanlters  to  the  Government,  but  whose  accounts, 
not  having  yet  been  balanced  at  the  Department, 
they  were  reported  as  they  stood  upon  the  books,  in 
conformity  to  a  call  of  this  House.  And,  bir,  this 
list  of  defaulters,  without  any  dates  showing  when 
the  defalcations  occurred — calculated,  n^y,  de- 
signed, to  give  a  false  impression — was,  during  the 
late  political  contest  in  the  State  of  New  York,  pa- 
raded in  evtty  Whig  new>paper  throughout  the 
Slate,  and  posted  up  in  every  bar  room  in  the 
coahtry,  under  the  head  *^jii6-<reanirers."  Mr. 
Speaker,  if  these  are  sub -treasurers,  I  would  ask, 
to  what  system  is  the  term  applicable  by  way.  of 
reproachi  Why,  sir,  they  l)elong  exclusively  to 
your  bank  deposite  system;  for  these  defalcations 
are  all  connected  with  that  system,  have  ail  oc* 
cnrred  under  it,  and  I  had  almost  said  grown  out 
of  it;  they  have  all  happened  while  the  public  depo- 
sitee were  made  either  in  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  or  the  State  banks,  and  under  those  laws  and 
regulations  for  collecting  and  keeping  the  public 
money  which  have  long  existed.  And  it  is  a  ques- 
tion of  the  highest  moment,  and  worthy  the  deepest 
consideration,  whether  the  bank  deposite  system, 
and  present  defects  of  law,  have  not  essentially  con- 
tributed to  a  deterioration  of  public  morals,  in  the 
strong  inducements  which  are  offered  to  specula- 
tion, and  the  temptations  which  are  presented  to 
the  eye  of  avarice,  without  any  adequate  counter- 
acting influence;  and  it  is  a  question  of  no  less  im- 
portance to  determine,  whether  the  indulgence 
heretofore  given  to  any  of  the  depositories  of  the 
public  money,  to  use  it  for  banking  or  any  other 
purpose,  is  not  a  violation  of  that  article  of  the 
Constitution  which  declares  that  *<no  money  shall 
be  drawn  from  the  Treasury  except  in  consequence 
of  appropriations  by  law.'' 

The  suspension  of  specie  payments  by  the  banks, 
their  refusal  or  inability  to  pay  over  the  vast 
amotint  of  public  depositet  which  tbey  held,  and 


the  consequent  financial  embarrassments  of  the 
Government,  producing  a  necessity  for  convening 
Congress  to  (Mrovide  the  means  of  carrying  on  the 
ordinary  operations  of  the  Government,  induced 
the  President  carefully  to  examine  this  subject,  and 
to  recommend  a  radical  change  in  the  system  of 
keeping  the  pnbtic  moneys.  And  one  of  the  most 
important  features  in  the  system  proposed,  was 
the  prevention  of  the  use  of  the  public  money  for 
any  purpose  whatever,  except  those  objects  for 
which  it  had  been  collected  from  the  people,  and 
appropriated  by  law.  This  great  constitutional 
measure  forms  one  of  the  prominent,  and  I  may 
say,  most  important-  poin»  at  issue,  between  the 
friends  of  the  Administration  and  its  opponents. 
So  long  have  the  banks  been  profited  by  the  use  of 
the  public  money,  that  they  nave  come  almost  to 
claim  it  as  a  right;  and  to  propose  to  deprive  them 
of  this  source  of  profit  and*  speculation,  and  to 
leave  them,  as  yeu  leave  other  interests,  to  stand 
upon  their  own  foundation,  you  are  told  at  once 
that  yoh  are  "  making  war  upon  the  banks,"  and 
the  Opposition  are  found  rallying  to  a  man  against 
the  measure!  At  the  last  session  of  Congress, 
when  a  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "  an  act  to 
modify  the  last  clause  of  the  fifth  section  of  the 
deposite  act  of  June  23d,  183 C,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses," was  under  consideration,  a  member  from 
South  Carolina  [Mr.  Campbell]  moved  an  amend- 
ment in  these  words:  *'«fnd  frvwiid^  obo.  That 
nothing  in  this  act  shall  be  so  construed  as  to  au- 
thorize tht  uu  ^  tk%  Gowfinmeni  depoiiUs  for  bonk- 
tfig} purposes."  Upon  this  question  every  Whig 
member  present  voted  against  the  proposition,  and 
every  Democratic  member  in  its  favor;  and  I  re- 
member well,  sir,  that  you  had  the  honor  of  giving 
the  casting  vote  in  favor  of  the  amendment. 

Here,  sir,  was  presented  the  naked  question, 
whether  the  banks  should  use  Ihe  money  collected 
from  the  people  as  capilnl  for  banking,  to  be  loan- 
ed out  to  merchants,  speculators,  and  favorites,  or 
whether  it  should  be  regarded  as  a  fund  belonging 
to  the  people,  and  lo  be  nsed  only  for  those  purpo- 
ses for  which  it  had  been  collected  and  appropria- 
ted by  law.  The  position  of  parties  on  this  ques- 
tion made  it  quite  evident  on  which  side  tbat  power, 
which  consults  chiefly  its  own  pecuniary  advanta- 
ges, would  throw,  iu  the  main,  the  weight  of  its  in- 
fluence. It  was  not  expected  that  the  class  of  men 
who  are  most  benefitted  by  the  use  of  the  public 
money,  would  yield  to  a  principle  which  was  to 
deprive  them  of  so  great  an  advantage,  without  a 
desperate  effort.  And,  accordingly,  we  have  wit- 
nessed one  of  the  most  violent  and  bitter  political 
contests  which  this  country  has  ever  experienced; 
a  contest  in  which  the  power  of  money,  the  influ- 
ence of  associated  wealth,  and  the  combined  ef- 
forts of  ihnt  class  of  men  whose  selfish  and  exclu- 
sive interests  were  to  be  subserved  in  ihis  matter,  by 
the  success  of  the  Whig  party,  operating  with  ac- 
knowledged iogenuiiy  and  skill  upon  all  the  ele- 
ments of  opposition,  were  too  apparent  to  escape 
the  notice  of  the  most  careless  and  indifferent 
observer.  Doubtless,  sir,  it  may  have  been  good 
party  policy  to  keep  out  of  view  as  much  as 
pobsible  this  important  question,  and  to  thrust  for- 
ward other  topics  more  available  fur  electioneering 
purposes;  such  as  "the  dangers  of  the  purse  and  * 
the  sword  in  the  hands  of  one  man,"  "the  alarm- 
ing increase  of  Executive  patronage  and  power;" 
terms  that  may  do  very  well  as  catchwords  to  be 
played  upon  at  an  election,  but  which,  in  reality, 
have  no  meaning  whatever  when  applied  to  the 
system  proposed  for  collecting  and  keeping  the 
public  money.  Let  this  question  be  well  under- 
stood, divested  of  the  rubbish  thrown  around  it  to 
keep  out  of  view  the  true  point  at  issue;  let  the 
people  see  what  motive  could  have  moved  to  such 
an  UAWonied  zeal  a  certain  class  in  the  present 
political  content — what  could  have  induced  that  ex- 
traordinary and  pro!  use  liberality  which  has  poured 
its  thousands  and  tens  oi  thousands  into  the  party 
treasury,  constituting  what  has  been  most  aptly 
termed  "a  corruption  fund,"  to  carry  an  election; 
and  let  gentlemen  meet  this  question  fairly,  upon 
its  true  merits,  upon  the  broad  question  whether 
the  use  of  the  public  money,  by  corporations  or 
individuals,  for  any  purpote  whatever  except  as  it 
shall  be  appropriated  by  law,  can  be  longer  per- 
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mitted  witaout  endangering  the  pabUc  interest,  in- 
ducing a  laxity  of  pablic  morals,  and  violating  at 
least  the  spirit  of  a  constitutional  prohibition;  let 
this  leading  point  at  issue  between  the  parties  be 
fairly  met,  and  the  result  is  not,  and  cannot,  be 
doubtful. 

Do  gentlemen  expect  to  subserve  party  pnrpdses 
by  this  onset,  this  effort  to  charge  upon  the  piesent 
Administration  all  defalcations  that  have  ever  hap- 
pened under  our  Go'/ernment,  and  by  a  display  of 
declamatory  invective  and  wholesale  chaiges  of 
^'corruption,*'  to  divert  public  attention  from  the 
true  issue?  There  may  be  in  all  this  some  political 
skill,  *ome  party  tact,  but  I  can  tell  gentlemen  that 
the  plan  will  nut  succeed,  either  in  battering  down 
the  Administration,  or  in  diverting  public  attention 
from  those  reform  measures  recommended  in  the  < 
Message,  and  necessary  to  prevent  those  evils 
which  belong  to  the  system  to  which  the  gentlemen 
adhere.  They  cannot,  by  playing  the  old  game  of 
proposing  nothing  and  endeavoring  to  defeat  every 
thing,  avoid  responsibility  to  the  people,  or  4)revent 
them  from  perceiving  the  obvious  and  palpable  ne- 
cessity of  *'an  early  enactment,  similar  to  that  of 
other  countries,  by  which  the  application  of  public 
money,  by  an  officer  of  Government,  to  private 
uses,  should  be  made  a  felony  and  visited  wiUi  se- 
vere and  ignominious  punishment,*'  as  recommcnd- 
pe  by  ihf  President.  This  measure  they  will  not, 
they  dare  not,  directly  oppose.  And,  sir,  this  point 
gained,  this  principU  esiablisbed,  and  gentlemen 
will  find  It  extremely  difficult  to  convince  the  peo- 
ple, the  farmers,  the  laboring  class,  those  who  have 
no  selfish  purpose  to  subserve  in  this  matter,  but 
look  only  lo  the  general  good,  that  the  same 
rule  in  ihis  revpect  should  not  apply  to  banks, 
that  you  apply  to  individuals;  that  these  should 
be  the  special  favorites  of  Government,  privileged 
more  that  others,  and  e<$pecially  after  the  lamenta- 
ble consequences  so  recently  experienced  by  em- 
ploying them  as  depositories,  and  giving  them,  for 
banking  purposes,  the  use  and  control  of  the  public 
money.  Jt  wiU  be  difficult  to  persuade  the  honest, 
intelligent  yeomanry  of  the  country,  why  corpora- 
tions should  be  privileged  to  do  that,  for  their  own 
profit  and  advantage,  which  you  declare  to  be  a  fe- 
lony if  done  by  an  individual,  subjecting  him  to  a 
severe  and  Ignominious  punishment. 

To  prevent  banks  as  well  as  individuals  from 
using  the  public  money  for  their  own  benefit,  is, 
theui  but  the  second  step  which  naturally  and  ne- 
cessarily follows  in  thi?  financial  reform,  a  reform 
which  distinguishe.s  the  policy  of  the  present  Ad- 
ministration. And  this  principle,  carried  out  and 
made  applicable  alike  to  all  who  may  be  entrusted 
with  the  keeping  of  the  public  money,  as  it  must 
and  will  be,  and  you  have  but  »nc  Mep  further  in 
the  process  of  restoring  the  financial  system  of  the 
Government  to  its  original  consiitaiional  track;  you 
have  but  to  confine  the  custody  of  the  public  mo- 
ney lo  such  officers  ol  the  Government  as  shall  be 
constitutionally  appointed  and  responsible  tu  the 
people.  And,  to  settle  this  latter  point,  I  appre- 
hend there  would  be  less  difficulty,  because  patriot- 
ism would  occupy  the  place  of  self-interest,  which 
would  be  excluded,  and  it  would  be  chiefly  a  ques- 
tion of  snfety  and  constitutional  principle. 

Mr.  S|>eaker,  notwithstanding  what  may  have 
been  said  in  favor  of  the  superior  advantages,  in 
point  of  safely,  of  employing  banks  as  deposit')- 
ries  of  the  public  money,  I  believe  it  is  susceptible 
of  the  clearest  proof  that  the  public  loss  has  been 
IT  greater  from  this  source  than  from  individual 
defalcations.  At  the  last  session  of  Congress  we 
had  a  statement  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
bury,  giving  a  comparative  estimate,,  by  which,  it 
appears,  that  the  loss  sustained  by  bank  failures 
exceeded  one  million  of  dollars,  while  that  from  in- 
dividnals  fell  short  of  that  amount,  and  this  with- 
out any  of  those  safeguards  and  securities  which  it 
i?  now  proposed  lo  supply;  and  let  it  be  remem- 
bered that  thi.'?  e.iiimate  was  independent  of  the  loss 
of  $5,580,000,  by  taking  depreciated  bank  paper  in 
the  years  1814,  '15,  '16,  and  '17.  What  amount, 
ifan/,  will  be  finally  lost  of  the  deposiles  in  the 
banks  at  the  time  of  the  suspension  of  specie 
payments  remains  to  be  seen.  But  independent  of 
that,  when  you  take  into  account  the  expense  in- 
purred  by  the  neccssily  of  an  extra  session  of  Con- 


gress, and  the  interest  to  be  paid  on. Treasury  notes, 
the  issue  of  which  was  rendered  necessary  by  the 
failure  of  the  banks  to  fulfil  their  obligations  to  the 
Government,  and  the'  amount  will  swell  to  a  vast 
sum,  chargeable  to  the  loss  account,  by  the  use  of 
banks  as  depNositories  of  the  public  moneys.  Why, 
sir,  I  would  inquire,  are  gentlemen  so  silent  upon 
hank  defaulters^  which  have  inflicted  so  great  evils 
upon  the  country,  while  they  are  so  loud  and  elo- 
quent in  their  denunciation  of  individual  defal- 
cations? How  long  is  it,  sir,  since  the  deposite 
banks,  "pet  banks,"  the  "corrupt  and  corrupting 
system,"  was  the  theme  of  eloquent  and  bitter 
invective  and  dennnciationi  But  now,  since  the 
system  has  exploded,  and  inflicted  the  most  severe 
injuries  upon  the  Government  and  the  people, 
when  there  is  something  tangible  of  which  we  may 
justly  complain,  all  with  them  is  silent;  not  a  word 
of  complaint  is  uttered  I  Why  is  this,  sir7  Is  it  be- 
cause the  "pet  banks"  have  taken  refuge  in  the 
ranks  of  their  pursuers?  Is  it  because  they  are 
found,  in  the  main,  efficient  auxiliaries  in  th^  war 
upon  the  AdminLstration?  Is  it  because  the  system 
is  found  a  pretty  good  halfway  house,  in  which 
they  hope  to  recruit  their  strength  for  their  final 
destination — the  marble  palace? 

But,  Mr.  Speakjcr,  the  question  of  loss  sustained 
by  the  bank  deposite  system  dwindles  into  compa- 
rative insignificance  when  compared  with  iu  evils 
in  other  reispects.  The  influence  it  has  in  derang- 
ing the  currency,  by  contributing  to  excessive  bank 
issues  and  sudden  contractions,  the  stimulus  it 
gives  to  speculation  and  extravagance,  with  all 
their  demoralizing  influences,  its  eflfects  upon  le- 
gislation, encouraging  high  duties  and  extravagant 
appropriations,  and  the  natural  consequence  of 
bringing  the  money  power  into  our  political  con- 
tests, and  to  bear  upon  the  purity  of  our  elections, 
with  all  its  corrupting  tendencies,  these,  sir,  are 
evils  of  a  character  that  admit  of  no  estimate  by 
mere  dollars  and  cents,  and  should  awaken  the  at- 
tention of  every  fritnd  to  the  permanent  prosperity 
of  the  country,  and  the  purity  t>f  its  institutions. 

The  defalcations  and  frauds  upon  the  Treasury, 
now  so  justly  complained  of,  have  doubtless,  some 
of  them  at  least,  had  their  origin  in  the  speculating 
minis,  encouraged  to  its  wildest  extent  by  the 
bank  deposite  system.  Look  at  the  Swartwout 
case,  and  at  what  period  do  you  find  his  indebted- 
ness to  the  Government  swelling  with  the  greatest 
rapidity  to  the  largest  amount?  Why,  sir,  it  was 
in  those  years  wh«^n  your  surplus  money  in  the 
banks  was  increasing  to  some  thirty  or  forty  mil- 
lions of  dollars,  ministering  to  and  urging  on  the 
speculating  mania,  which  swept  over  the  land  with 
the  contagion  of  a  desolating  pestilence.  Perhaps 
nothing  can  more  forcibly  exhibit  the  extent  to 
which  this  excitement  was  carried  than  the  asio- 
ni<^ing  fact  that,  during  the  years  1835  and  '3G, 
there  were  sold  of  your  public  lands  more  than 
twoofifihs  of  the  entire  amount  of  sales  since  the 
organization  of  the  Government'  From  a  report 
of  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office,  it 
appears  that  the  whole  aiiount  paid  into  the  Trea- 
sury from  sales  of  the  public  lands,  since  the  land 
sales  first  commenced  to  the  30th  September,  1837, 
was  |94,49C,543;  and  of  this  amount  there  was 
paid  in  the  years  1835  and  '36,  |39,399,580! 
whereas,  previous  to  that  time,  the  amount  seldom 
exceeded  two  millions  a  year,  and  generally  fell 
much  short  of  that  sum.  That  the  use  made  of  the 
public  money  by  the  banks  was  mainly  instrumental 
in  producing  these  results,  was  charged  upon  this 
floor  by  those  gentlemen  who  are  now  in  favor  of 
continuing  to  the  banks  this  privilege.  It  was 
justly  complained  that  the  money  was  loaned  out  to 
speculators  to  buy  up  the  public  domain,  and  thus 
returned  into  the  Treasury  again,  to  perform  the 
same  office;  and  to  prevent  this,  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  issued  the  much  abused  specie  circular. 

[Here  Mr.  Bond  called  the  attention  of  Mr.  T. 
to  a  letter  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury—Mr. 
Taney — advising  the  deposite  banks  to  discount 
upon  the  public  money.] 

Sir,fsaid  Mr.  T.  I  well  remember  that  letter,  and 
the  circumstances  under  which  it  was  written,  for 
it  is  a  period  in  the  history  of  this  country  not  soon 
to  be  forgotten.  It  was  aAer  the  deposites  were 
removedfrom  the  Bankofthe  United  States,  and 


when  the  effort  was  making  to  produce  a  panic 
and  pressure  in  the  money  market,  when  the  Bank 
commenced  the  curtailment  of  its  discounts,  sad 
predictions  of  distress  and  ruin,  from  tbs  scaiciiy 
of  money,  was  heard  from  the  Opposition  Id  every 
quarter,  that  the  Secretary,  to  prevent,  as  far  is 
possible,  the  fulfilment  of  these  predictions,  and  the 
designs  of  the  Bank  party,  encouraged  the  baaks  to 
more  liberal  discounts  upon  the  public  deposites; 
and    suruly,    if  any    thing  could  justify    sQciK 
a    course,    it    was     the    circumstances    oader 
which    the    advice    was    issued.     But,    sir,  I 
was  about    to  show  how    the  Swartwout  defal> 
cation  appeared  connected  with  the  specalatiog. 
excitement,  and  progressed  with  it.    From  a  report 
laid  upon  our  table,  it  appears  that  this  defalcatioa 
commenced  from  a  small  beginning  in  1830,  and 
gradually  increased  until,  in  1834,  it  had  readied 
the  amount  of  $50,370;  in  1835,  when  your  surplus 
deposites  in  the  banks  were  essentially  aiding  aod 
contributing  to  the  excessive  expansion  of  bank  cir- 
culation, and  kindling  up  the  wild  spirit  of  speeo- 
lation,  it  increased   to  j|86,000;  in    1836  about 
|S00,000,  and  in  1837  more  than  |680,000!  ihns 
keeping  pace  with  the  speculations  and  extrava- 
gance of  the  times.    Perhaps  this  case,  Uke  maa| 
others,  in  its  incipient  stage,  might  plead  ihe  excoie 
of  honest  intention,  the  design  of  replacing  what 
had  been  withdrawn;  but  as  it  advanced,  and  the 
golden  harvest  from  imagined  profitable  invesUneat 
dazzled  before  the  eye  of  the  collector,  reconioe 
was  had  to  artfully  contrived  deception  and  fraa- 
dulent  concealment,  and  he  was  swept  along  in  the 
broad  current  of  extravagance  and  speculatioa 
which  was  bearing  rapidly  along  its  thousands  to 
misery  and  ruin.    He  may,  perhaps,  have  consoled 
himself  under  the  turpitude  of  his  official  perjnrj 
by  the  reflection  that  he  was  violating  no  law  that 
legarded  his  offence  as  a  crime,  subjecting  him  to 
an  ignominious  punishmeat;   that,  at  most,  it  was 
legaUy  but  an  indebtedness  to  the  Giovemmenl;  and 
that,  in  using  some  portion  of  the  public  mooeyfor 
ilic  benefit  of  himself  and  friends,  he  was  butdoing 
th^t  which  was  permitted   the  banks  to  do,  if  paid 
over  to  them. 

But,  Mr.  Speaker,  however  defective  the  system 
may  be,  under  which  this  defalcation  has  happened, 
nothing  can  excuse  or  palliate  the  moral  taipiindc 
of  so  gross  a  fraud  upon  the  Treasury,  and  so  base 
and  ungrateful  abuse  of  public  trust  and  confi- 
dence. And  while  I  will  raise  my  voice  as  loud 
a<  the  louilitst  in  condemning  this  and  all  similar 
case.*!,  ami  give  my  aid  to  raise  a  committee  for  a 
thorough  investigation,  I  should  deem  myself 
unfaithful  to  the  trust  reposed  in  mo,  if  1  did  not 
tarn  my  attention  to  some  remedy  for  those  de* 
fccis  of  law,  which  have  enabled  public  agents  to 
perpetrate  these  frauds  with  impunity,  and  lepd 
n)y  feeble  efforts  lo  change  a  system  which  has  ip- 
flicled  upon  the  country  evils  of  a  far  more  aggra- 
vated character,  and  re-sulied,  not  only  in  direct 
heavy  losses  by  bank  defaulters,  but  in  one  grand 
explosion,  involving  both  Government  and  people 
in  the  most  serious  embarrassment  and  diffieoltji 
and  to  my  mind  the  remedy  is  plain  and  simpfe- 
Apply  the  knife  to  the  root  of  the  disease,  to 
that  cancer  which  is  poisoning  the  body  p^ 
litic;  cut  entirely  the  connection  belwea 
the  banks  and  the  financial  operations  of 
the  Government,  so  as  to  r«move  all  ntoe» 
ty  fur  any  dependence  upon  them  on  the  part 
of  the  Government,  and  all  inducement  u>  po* 
litical  influence  on  their  part;  take-away  the  ( 
tation  for  honest  men  tu  become  rogues,  ar 
it  out  of  the  power  of  rogues  to  dieat  the  | 
and  sscape  unwhipped  of  Justice;  make  it  a  i 
ofience,  criminal  legally  as  it  is  morally,  for  aat| 
one  to  convert  the  public  money  to  his  owa  r^ 
for  any  purpose  whatever,  and  establish  af 
guards  and  checks  as  shall  nutkeii  secure, '« 
frauds  of  easy  detection,  and  you  will  havt 
charged  an  important  duty  and  rendered  ihec 
try  an  essential  service.  These  are  measoits  ' 
are  identified  with  the  policy  of  the  presoit  J 
islration,  and  which  recommend  themselves  t 
immediate  action  from  the  highest  < 
of  public  duty.  But  if  gentlemen  of  Ihe  < 
who  appear  to  have  in  this  House  a  majiH 
least  upon  some  of  the   most  impoita&tqi 
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conoected  with  (he  finances,  shall  refuse  their  aid 
in  the  establishment  of  a  more  safe  and  seen  re  sys- 
tem for  (he  collection  and  keepin}^  the  public  mo- 
ney, and  in  remedying  the  palpable  defects  of  law, 
and  prefer  to  leave  things  as  they  are,  and  to  en- 
dearor,  by  the  indulgence  of  unjust  and  unfound- 
ed charges  upon  the  Administration,  to  convert 
etreiy  pablic  calamity  into  political  capital  for  par- 
ty purposes,  an  intelligent  community  will  know  on 
whom  the  respon$«ibility  should  rest,  and  will  hold 
ibcm  to  a  just  and  rigid  accountability. 


SPEECH  OP  MR.CUSHMAN, 
Op  New  Hampshire, 

thuat  rf  Rfpresenlo^ivM,  /atiuary  3,  1839— The 
House  being  in  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
state  of  the  Union,  on  the  motion  to  refer  the 
TanoQS  topics  embraced  in  the  annual  Message  of 
(be  Presidenc 

Mr.  CUSHMAN  addressed  the  Chair  as  fol- 
low.: 

Mr.  Chaibman:  It  is  with  extreme  regret  that  I 
take  the  toox  to  address  (he  House  upon  the  sub- 
ject now  under  consideration.     When  I  call   to 
misd  ibe  5hortncss  of  th«  session,  together  with  the 
pt\\    amauQt  of   pnblic   business    now  on  the 
calendar  of  this   Hou«c,  which   ouglit    to  receive 
I       ihe  immediate  action  of  Congrps,  nothing,  sir, 
\      but  the  harsh  and  unjust  attack    .'laih  has  been 
made  upon  the   Administration,  and  particularly 
opon  the  character  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
suy,  cooid  induce  me  to  trespass  upon  the  time  of 
the  House  for  a  single  moment.    Mr.  Woodbury 
\     is  my  neighbor,  my  townsman,  my  personal  and 
political  friend,  and  one  of  the  favorite  sons  of  the 
Slate  of  New  Hampshire.    Being  thus  connected 
viih  that  gentleman,  and  knowine,  as  I  do,  the  pnri- 
ty  of  his  character,  and  how  highly  he  is  esteemed 
by  the  people  of  his  native  State,  whom  I  have  the 
honor,  in  part,  to  represent,  I  should  be  faithless  to 
my  daty  did  I  not  repel  the  charges  \thich  have 
so  wantonly  been  made  against  that  distingaishcd 
pnblic  officer. 

The  very  extraordinary  attempt  which  has  re- 
cently been  made  to  injure  the  character  of  Mr. 
Woodbury,  will,  I  presume,  prove  wholly  abortive. 
Icaonot  believe  that  the  reputation  of  any  man, 
whose  whole  co'  '  se  of  life  has  been  one  of  uninter- 
rupted brillianc  is.  to  be  destroyed  by  a  single 
breath  of  air.  B  a  long  scries  of  years  his  works 
have  stood  forth  in  bold  relief,  to  testify  to  the 
w»rld  that  Mr.  y^  odbury  is  a  man  of  untiring  in- 
dustry, of  distin^^t  hed  talents,  and  of  incorrupti- 
ble integrity;  that  fidelity  hath  marked  his  foot- 
•Itepsin  every  situation  of  life.  The  high  intellec- 
t«al  and  moral  qualities  of  this  gentleman  have 

Soken  in  tones  of  eloquence,  far  more  impressive 
an  any  thing  which  I,  or  any  other  man,  can 
Qtier.  During  the  time  he  was  engaged  in  his  pro- 
fession, as  a  lawyer  in  the  New  Hampshire  courts, 
He  very  soon  acquired  a  reputation,  which  gave 
him  a  rank  among  the  first  of  the  many  eminent 
men,  then  at  ilie  bar  in  that  Slate.  For  industry, 
ability,  and  fidelity,  he  was  second  to  no  one. 
And  in  consequence  of  the  high  reputation  which 
he  had  so  readily  acquired  in  ihat  learned  profes- 
lion,  he  was  honored  with  the  appointment  of  an 
associate  justice  of  the  highest  court  of  judicature 
ifl  that  State,  and  this,  too,  before  he  had  reached 
Ibe  age  of  thirty  years. 

For  several  years  he  continued  to  discharge  the 
dflties  of  thathighl/important  and  responsible  trust, 
with  great  ability  and  fidelity,  by  which  he  acqui'r- 
ed  for  himself  a  reputation  which  will  remain 
imoog  those  things  which  never  perish — a  reputa- 
tion which  his  assailants  may  envy,  but  can  never 
equal.    Since  Mr.  Woodbury  left  the  bench  of  the 

aperior  Court,  he  has  been  principally  engaged  in 
ttieal  lifft.  His  term  of  service  as  Chief  Magis- 
liate  of  his  native  State  was  short;  but  soon  after 
feaving  that  elevated  situation,  he  was  elected  by 
jbe  Legislature  of  that  Slate  to  a  seat  in  the  North 
ivlhg  of  this  Capitol,  where,  for  six  years,  he  sus- 
teioed  a  very  prominent  rank  among  the  most  dis- 
iiDgaisfaed  and  patriotic  statesmen  of  the  conntry. 
'  Aoon  after  his  term  of  service  expired  in  the  Senate 
of  the  United  States,  he  was  appointed  Secretary  of 
dw  Navy,  in  vhich  position,  for  several  years,  he 


not  only  sustained  the  high  reputation  he  had  pre- 
viously acquired,  but  increased  it  with  the  increase 
of  his  sphere  of  usefulness. 

It  was  in  consequence  of  these  developments  of 
character  for  extraordinaiy  industry,  ability  and 
sterUng  integrity,  that  General  Jackson  was  in- 
duced to  place  Mr.  Woodbury  at  the  head  of.  the 
Treasury  Department.  And  here,  sir,  that  gentle- 
man  has  overcome  obstacle  after  obstacle,  which 
has  been  thrown  in  his  way  by  the  Opposition, 
and  has  managed  the  financial  affairs  of  the  Go- 
vernment, as  I  think,  with  great  skill,  prudence  and 
fidelity;  yet  those  who  are  opposed  to  Mr.  Wood- 
bury in  political  opinion  may  think  otherwise;  and 
judging  from  the  declamation  which  we  have  re- 
cently heard  upon  this  floor,  for  a  few  days  past, 
we  must  know  that  there  is  an  attempt,  at  least,  to 
create  an  impression  upon  the  pnblic  mind  that 
MV.  Woodbury  has  not  managed  the  aflTairs  of  the 
Treasury  Department  with  fidelity,  but,  on  the  con* 
trary,  that  he  has  not  only  been  grossly  negligent  in 
tie  discharge  of  his  official  duties,  but  that  he  has 
connived  at  ihe  frauds  which  have  been  committed 
by  other  officers  of  the  Government.  From  ^uch 
.charges  his  prrvious  life,  however  pure  and  .'pot- 
less,  cannot  shield  him,  provided  they  are  fou  ded 
in  truth.  For  this  I  do  not  contend;  but  I  do  eon- 
tend  that  th«  good  name  which  he  had  previously 
acquired  ought  to  shield  him  from  all  such  asper- 
sions, until  they  are  proved  by  the  most  clear  and 
unequivocal  testimony. 

Now,  sir,  permit  me  to  ask,  whether  any  such 
evidence  has  been  prodncedl  In  reply  to  this  in- 
quiry, the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  [Mr.  Wi^e,] 
as  well  as  the  gentleman  from  Mississippi,  [Mr. 
Prentiss.]  and  others,  would  refer  me  to  the  report 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  made  to  this 
House  in  March  last,  "relative  to  defaulting  col- 
lectors,*' dte.  and  say,  there  is  the  evidence  which 
induced  them  to  prefer  these  charges  against  that 
distinguished  officer  of  the  Government.  These 
gentlemen  have  declared,  in  the  hearing  of  this 
House  and  of  the  country,  that  that  document  con- 
tains evidence  to  prove  that  Mr.  Woodbury  has, 
in  divers  instances,  neglected  not  only  to  enforce 
the  payment  of  moneys  due  the  Government,  from 
receivers  and  disburscrs  of  the  public  revenue,  but 
that  he  has  actually  connived  at  their  frauds  and 
peculations  upon  the  revenue  ot  the  Government. 
And  to  prove  these  facts,  those  gentlemen  have 
called  the  attention  of  the  House  to  the  case  of 
John  Spencer,  a  receiver  of  public  moneys  at  Fort 
Wayne,  in  Indiana;  William  Linn  of  Illinois;  W. 
P.  Harris  and  G.  S.  Boyd,  both  of  Mississippi;  and 
Mr.  Reckless,  a  late  collector  of  the  revenue  at 
Perth  Amboy,  New  Jersey;  Samuel  Swartwout, 
latf*  collector  of  the  customs  at  Nt>w  York;  and  to 
General  Gratiot,  the  chief  engineer.  All  these 
cases,  except  the  two  last,  are  mentioned  in  the 
above  mentioned  document,  and  to  those  cases  I 
will  now  ask  the  attention  of  the  House. 

The  first  ca.<«  which  is  ofi^ered  in  evidence,  on 
which  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  is  to  be  im- 
peached, is  that  of  Mr.  Spencer.  This  gentleman 
is  still  in  oflice,  and  the  only  one  among  those  that 
have  been  named  by  the  gentleman  from  Virginia 
[Mr.  Wise]  as  defaulters,  who  is  in  the  service  of 
the  Government.  But  this  gentleman  has  been  ve- 
ry much  misrepresented.  Mr.  Spencer  has  not  been 
a  public  defaulter.  He  has  always,  fairly  and 
honestly,  paid  into  the  Treasury  of  the  tXnited 
States,  ail  moneys  which  have  come  into  his  hands, 
and  the  Government  never  has,  by  any  default  on 
the  part  of  Mr.  Spencer,  lost  one  dollar.  Mr. 
Woodbury  cannot,  therefore,  have  connived  at  any 
fraud  or  peculation  in  this  case,  because  no  fraud 
has  ever  been  committed.  It  is  trpe  that,  on  one  or 
two  occasions,  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  wrote 
to  Mr.  Speater  requesting  him  to  inform  that  De- 
partment why  it  was  that  he  had  not  deposited  the 
whole  of  the  money  which  he  had  received.  To 
these  inquiries,  satisfactory  answers  were  received. 
And,  if  I  am  correctly  informed,  Mr.  Spencer  al- 
ways has  been,  and  now  is,  esteemed  in  Indiana, 
his  native  State,  as  a  gentleman  of  unimpeachable 
integrity. 

The  next  case  to  whksh  I  will  ask  the  attention 
of  the  House  is  that  of  Mr.  Reckless,  the  late  col- 
lector of  the  ctistoma  at  Per^  Amboyi  New  Jersey. 


This  case,  like  the  former,  is  peculiarly  unfortu- 
nate for  the  gentlemen  who  are  so  very  anxious  to 
impeach  the  character  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury.  During  the*  eight  years  in  which  Mr. 
Reckless  was  collector  of  the  customs,  he  was  in 
three  or  four  instances  requested  by  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  to  make  further  deposites,  unless 
the  sum  retained  in  his  hands  was  required  to  dis- 
charge debenture  certificates.  To  these  communi- 
cations replies  were  returned  by  Mr.  Reckless;  and, 
sir,  had  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  been  per- 
mitted to  have  furnished  this  House  with^  those  re- 
plies, they  would  have  satisfied  every  candid  mind 
of  the  entire  emptiness  of  all  this  vituperation 
against  all  those 'who  were  connected,  with  these 
transactions.  But  such  was  the  peculiar  phraseo- 
logy of  the  resolution  upon  which  this  report  was 
founded,  that  the  Secretary  was  denied  the  oppor- 
tunity to  give  the  answers  made  to  his  inquiries 
by  any  of  the  public  officers  whose  names  are  men- 
tioned in  that  report. 

Mr.  Reckless,  however,  never  was  a  defaulter — 
never  had  any  intention  of  defrauding  the  Govern- 
ment; neither  does  the  Government  pretend  to  have 
any  claim  upon  that  gentleman,  either  in  law  or 
equity,  for  one  cent.  So  far,  therefore,  the  allega- 
tions made  against  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
are  wholly  unfounded.  As  to  the  charge  made 
by  Mr.  Reckless  for  boat  hire,  although  it  was  not 
conformable  to  law,  yet  it  is  \tx^  clear  that  he 
had  no  wish  or  intent  to  defraud  the  Government; 
and,  on  being  informed  by  the  Department  that 
such  charges  could  not  be  allowed,  the  money  was 
paid  into  the  Treasury.  As  I  before  stated,  there- 
fore, the  Government  has  not  suffered  a  loss  of  one 
cent  by  Mr.  Reckless. 

\jt\  us,  in  the  next  place,  examine  the  defalca- 
tions of  the  Chief  Engineer,  General  Gratiot.  I 
admit  that  this  public  functionary  has  committed 
a  fraud  upon  the  Government,  and  for  which  he 
has  been  promptly  dismissed  frtim  office  by  the 
Chief  Magistrate  of  the  United  States.  The  most 
prompt  and  efficient  measures  have  been  adoptedt 
also,  to  save  the  Government  from  suffering  any 
loss  in  consequence  of  the  unfaithfulness  of  that 
officer.  But  for  the  purpose  of  establishing  the 
position  which  Mr.  Woodbury's  accusers  have  as- 
sumed, the  case  of  General  Gratiot  is  quite  as  un- 
fortunate as  those  which  have  already  been  men- 
tioned. The  House  will  please  to  recollect  that 
the  above  named  defaulter  belonged  to  the  War 
Department,  and  was  wholly  accountable  to  that 
Department  for  any  misdemeanors  which  he  may 
have  committed.  The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
cannot  be  held  responsible  for  the  conduct  of  that 
officer  with  any  more  propriety  than  he  can  for  the 
conduct  of  every  military  officer  of  the  army  o( 
the  United  Stales.  It  would  be  extremely  ridicu- 
lous, therefore,  for  any  one  to  pretend  that  there 
has  been  any  neglect  or  connivance  on  the  part  of 
Mr.  Woodbury  relative  to  the  defalcation  of  Gen. 
Gratiot. 

This  brings  me  to  the  .consideration  of  the  re- 
ceivers of  public  moneys  in  Illinois  and  Mississippi, 
No  one  will  pretend  to  deny  ihai  Mr.  Linn,  Mr. 
Boyd  and  Mr.  Ha^^ris  are  (iefau Iters,  and  that,  in 
consequence,  they  have  long  since  left  the  public 
service.  But,  for  one,  I  do  deny  that  either  of  thos>e 
cases  furnishes  any  evidence  which  can,  in  the 
slightest  degree,  implicate  the  character  of  the  Se- 
cretary of  the  Treasury.  These  genileinen  were 
recommended  to  the  Executive  of  the  United  States 
as  ihen  of  punctuality,  honesty  and  fidelity,  and 
upon  these  testinionials.  General  Jackson  gave 
them  the  appointments  which  the/  and  thrir  friends 
solicited;  and  even  now,  although  these  men  are  in 
default  to  the  Grovernment,  there  is  no  one  who 
will  pretend  that  either  of  these  men  would,  with  a 
corrupt  intent,  defraud  the  Government  During 
the  years  of  1835  and  6,  thousands  broke  away 
from  the  sober,  every-day  business  of  life,  and  went 
headlong  into  the  most  wild  and  hazardous  specula- 
tions. These  three  individuals  were  swept  alung 
with  this  strong  and  impetuous  current,  until  they, 
as  well  as  thousands  of  others  as  heedless  as  them- 
selves, were  overwhelmed  ia  debts  which  they 
could  not  discharge. 

The  sin  that  lies  at  the  door  of  these  three  offi- 
cers of  the  Government,  is,  in  entering  lands  for 
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themselves,  for  which  they  had  no  means  of  ma- 
king payment.  Inr  my  opinion,  to  this  may  be 
traced  all  their  delinqnencies  to  the  Goverment, 
and  it  is  in  ihat  way  that  they  now  are  indebted  to 
the  United  States.  Bat,  sir,  there  is  not  the  least 
particle  of  evidence  to  show  that  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  had  any  reason  to  snspect  that  these 
men  were  engaged  in  hazardous  specnlations.  He 
very  well  knew  that  they  were  at  times  delinquent 
in  matdng  the  public  deposites,  and  for  this  ne- 
glebt  they  as  ofien  received  from  him  the  most  un- 
qualified disapprobation  and  reproof.  As  evi- 
dence of  Mr.  Woodbttry's  vigilance,  perseverance, 
and  fidelity  in  the  discharge  of  his  duty  in 
relation  to  this  branch  of  the  pablic  ser- 
vice, I  will  call  the  attention  of  the  House 
to  some  extracts  of  letters  written  by  that  gentle- 
man to  the  above  named  delinquents.  In  a  letter 
to  Mr.  Linn  of  eighteen  hundred  and  tbirty-fonr, 
Af  r.  Woodbury  says,  that,  unless  he  should  exhi- 
bit to  the  Department  satisfactory  evidence  of  his 
having  mads  the  dej^osites  prior  to  the  first  day  of 
the  December  following,  accompanied  by  a  state- 
ment showing  his  receipts  and  disbursements,  and 
the  balance  with  which  he  was  chargeable  at 
the  time  ^of  such  deposite,  '*t<  xdUI  be  my  jmnful 
duty  to  stt&mit  the  can  far  the  action  qf  the  Exeei^ 
five,  and  to  reeamofend  the  appointment  of  another  pcf 
,  ton  as  your  sweetsor.^* 

Again,  in  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty- 
five,  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  writes  to  Mr. 
Harris  as  follows  :  "I  regret  that  there  should  be 
occasion  to  call  jour  attention  to  the  omission  to 
render  yourmonihly  duplicate  returns  to  this  office, 
for  the  months  of  November  and  December,  and  to 
remind  you  ihat  punctuality  in  this  respect  is  indis- 
pensable." Again,  in  the  year  eighteen  hundred 
and  thiry-seven,  the  Secretary  writes  to  Mi ,  Boyd 
in  the  following  language:  "I  have  to  inform  you 
that  your  resignation  is  accepted,  to  take  effect  on 
the  first  day  of  the  present  month,  and  a  successor 
will  be  appointed.  The  district  attorney  will  be 
instructed  to  exercise  as  much  indulgence  as  the 
public  interest  will  permit,  in  relation  to  the  ad- 
justment of  your  concerns.**  Here  we  see  the  lan- 
guage of  a  man,  who  has,  himself,  during  the 
whole  course  of  his  life,  been  remarkable  for  punc- 
tuali'y  and  close  attention  to  business,  ofiering  ad- 
vice, admonition,  and  reproof  to  those  who  bad 
disregarded  these  estimable  qualifications.  There 
we  find  no  neglect  on  the  part  ot  the  Secretary — 
no  conniving  or  winking  *at  fraud  or  corruption 
in  any  officer  of  the  Government  j  but  a  firm  de- 
termination that  those  defaulters  should  eithei'  be 
faithful  in  the  performance  of  their  duties  to  the 
Government,  or  leave  the  public  service. 

The  public  service  they  have  left,  but  not  with- 
out being  required  to  settle  the  claims  which  the 
United  States  had  against  them,  and  to  give  that 
security  which,  it .  is  hoped,  will  ensure  the  ulti- 
mate payment  of  those  claims.  But  whether  this 
will  be  the  case  or  not,  there  may  be  an  |ion,cst 
difference  of  opinion.  It  has  been  said  by  some  gen- 
tlemen, not,  however,  in  public  debate,  that  as  fast 
as  men  became  defaulters  and  are  dismissed  from 
ofilce,  they  jo:n  the  Federal  party.  If  this  be  the 
fact  with  the  above  mentioned  cases,  I  should  think 
that  it  might  be  somewhat  doubtful,  whether  ihose 
debts  would  be  paid,  but  if  these  men  still  hold  to 
.  their  political  integrity,  that  fact  would  go  very 
far  towards  convincing  me  that  those  claims  would 
finally  be  extinguished  by  an  honest  payment. 
But  whether  these  debts  shall  ever  be  paid  to 
the  Government,  is  immaterial  as  to  the  issue  which 
is  now  before  tb^  country.  That  is,  whether  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  was,  in  any  way  or 
manner,  instrumental  in  producing  the  results 
which  have  been  mentioned?.  This  is  the  ques- 
tion, and  I  am  fully  persuaded  that  any  man  who 
knows  Mr.  Woodbury  will  answer  in  the  negative. 
I  am  confirmed  in  this  opinion  by  a  recent  ex- 
pression of  a  portion  of  the  people  of  New  Hamp- 
shire, relative  to  this  distinguished  statesman. 
More  than  eight  months  after  this  docu- 
ment relative  to  defaulting  collectors,  dkc. 
was  published  to  the  world,  and  after  the  sove- 
T^i^jn  people  had  had  time  to  *'rfad  and  reflect" 
upon  the  subject,  at  a  large  Democratic  conven- 
\tion,  held  in  the  coonty  of  Strafford,  a  county  con- 


taining a  population  of  nearly  sixty  thousand  in- 
habitants, on  the  19lh  December  last,  the  following 
resolution  was  adoptedr  **That  the  Hon.  Levi 
Woodbury,  the  able  financier  and  stat'^sman,  me- 
rits the  warmest  approval  of  his  countrymen,  espe- 
cially those  of  his  native  State,  for  the  distingwshed, 
unfaltering,  and  efficient  aid  be  has  rendered  the 
national  Executive  in  those  trying  exigencies  which 
have' occurred  during  the  preceding  and  present 
Administration.**  Here,  sir,  is  a  testimonial  from 
a  portion  of  the  intelligent  and  virtuous  yeomanry 
of  New  Hampshire,  who  are  as  competent  to  de- 
cide upon  a  question  of  this  sort  as  ourselves,  ap- 
proving of  the  conduct  of  Mr.  Woodbury  in  the 
strongest  and  most  comprehensive  manner. 
Against  testimony  like  this,  a  few  unsupported  de- 
nunciations can  have  no  influence.  Such  a  course 
must  injure  the  assailant  more  than  him  who  is 
assailed. 

Sir,  I  ask  those  gentlemen  who  have  conducted 
this  assault  upon  the  Administration,  why  it  is  that 
they  make  at  this  time  such  a  boisterous  outcry 
against  Mr.  Woodbury,  for  giving  a  little  indul- 
gence to  a  few  receivers  of  money  for  the  sales  of 
public  lands?  Let  me  remind  those  gentlemen,  as 
well  as  this  House  and  the  country,  ol  what  took 
place  in  1837.  I  ask  those  gentlemen  to  reconcile, 
if  they  can,  their  conduct  on  that  occasion  with  the 
course  they  have  thought  proper  to  pursue  at  the 
present  time.  Beside  &e  indulgence  then  given 
before  suit,  to  near  eighty  banks,  as  deposite  agents, 
from  May  to  October  of  the  year  above  mentioned, 
for  twenty  millions  of  dollars  at  first,  and  then  for 
Jive  or  tix  milUons,  the  Treasury  Department  gave 
time  and  indulgence  to  numerous  menhanis,  on  duty 
bonds,  during  the  tame  period,  for  nearly  Jive  miUione 
more^  thouuh  all  were  in  dkpadlt  to  the  Go- 
vernment. This  was  the  exercise  of  a  sound  and 
le^al  discretion,  and  proved,  in  the  end,*  beneficial 
to  the  United  States.  Congress  sanctioned  all  this 
in  September  of  the  same  year,  and  extended  Uie  in- 
dulgence still  further.  Both  of  these  happened, 
also,  t^ftsr  real  drfauUs  had  been  ascertained,  and 
were  not  previously,  like  the  short  time  taken  by 
the  Department  and  the  President,  exercising  the 
same  sound  and  legal  discretion,  in  the  case  (^  the 
receivers,  to  inquire  if  a  real  default  had  occurred, 
and  the  money  would  not,  without  suit,  be  deposi- 
ted as  ordered.  Yet  the  hue  and  cry  is,  that  the 
last  IS  impeachable,  but  the  first  was  right!  What 
glaring  inconsistency  and  miserable  cavillinc! 

Mr.  Chairman,  it  has  been  said,  also,  mat  this 
saoM  document  proves  forty  other  cases  of  defalca^ 
dation,  as  gross  as  those  which  have  been  named. 
This,  I  presume,  must  have  been  intended  as  a 
mere  figure  of  speech,  for  1  can  find  nothing  in  that 
document  to  warrant  me  in  coming  to  any  such 
eonclusion.  My  impression  is,  diat  the  great  body 
of  evidence  is  the  other  way.  If  gentlemen  will 
examine  the  reports  made  to  the  Department  by 
Mr.  West  and  Mr.  Ganesche,  thej  will  be  satisfied 
that  there  are  but  few  other  cases  of  neglect  on  the 
part  of  receivers  of  public  moneys,  and  that  most 
of  the  land  ofiices  were  exvemely  well  conducted. 
In  proof  of  this  fact,  I  will  refer  the  House  to  the 
following  extracts  from  the  reports  of  those  gentle- 
men, merely  as  a  sample.  Mr.  Ganesche,  in  speak- 
ing of  the  officers  in  Louisiana,  says:  ^^The  two  offi' 
eers  bear  very  good  characters.  They  are  both  in- 
telligent and,  as  far  as  I  could  judge,  disposed  to  do 
.  usiice,  and  to  accommodate  every  one.^*  Mr. 
West,  in  his  report  upon  the  office  at  Mineral 
Point,  Wisconsin,  says:  "As  to  the  state  of  the  of- 
fice, it  is  now,  upon  the  whole,  satisfactory,  and  all 
the  books  appear  to  be  well  kept.**  The  receiver 
states  the  reason  why  he  did  not  take  to  St.  Louis, 
in  December,  1835,  all  the  money  to  deposite,  was 
that  the  bank  would  not  receive  some  of  the  New 
England  paper  which  be  had  taken  for  land,  and 
which  would  be  received  at  Detroit,  when  he  should 
make  a  deposite  there.  I  could  continue  my  quota- 
tions to  a  much  greater  extent,  to  show  that  the 
liind  oflices  in  other  States  are  kept  tq  the  entire  sa- 
tisfaction, both  of  the  Government  and  the  people, 
but  I  think  it  wholly  unnecessary.  Enough  haa 
been  adduced,  I  trust,  to  prove  that  the  above  do- 
cument is  not  what  it  haa  been  represented  to  be  by 
the  enemies  of  the  Administration. 
The  last  case  which  haa  been  prodaoed,  (or  the 


purpose  of  following  up   the  attack  upon  Mt. 
Woodbury,  and,  through  him,  upon  the  Adminis- 
tration and  its  friends,  is  that  of  Samuel  Swart- 
wout,  the  late  collector  of  New  York.    It  is  trti« 
that  soon  after  General  Jackson  came  into  oMce, 
he  appointed  the  above  named  individnal  collector 
of  the  customs  at  the  great  commercial  emporiam 
of  the  country.    This  was  done,  however,  oontniy 
to  the  wishes  of  many  distinguished  memben  of 
the  Democrauc  party,  who  were  better  acquainted 
with  that  individnal  than  that  enlightened,  upright, 
honest  'and   single-minded  statesman.     But  n 
strongly  were  his  pretensions  urged  upon  the  ooa- 
sideration  of  the  Executive,  that  Ihe  appointmeat 
was  given  to  him.    It  teems,  from  what  has  beea 
said  here,  as  well  as  elsewhere,  that  'Mr.  Swait- 
wout  rendered  himself  so  acceptable  to  the  mer* 
diants  of  New  York  during  the  first  four  years  that 
he  filled  that  station,  that  they,  with  one  accord,  I^ 
commended  his  reappointment  to  that  office;  aod,  |i 
extraordinary  ^s  may  be  the  fact,  from  the  time  of  his 
appointment  to  November  last  dhere  was  nothing 
known,  or  oyert,  upon  which  to  rest  a  sospicitMi 
against  the  fidelity  of  Mr.  Swartwout.  At  this  time, 
a  report  was  made  to  the  Treasury  DeparUnent  that 
Mr.  Swartwout  had  defrauded  the  Gk>venimeatont 
of  one  naillion  and  a  quarter  of  the  public  n veatus 
of  the  country. 

The  gentleman  from  ViJ^nia  [Mr.  Wm]  and 
the  j^entleman  from  Mississippi  [Mr.  PasiiTiss]  and 
othe;  leaders  of  the  Opposition  in  this  House,  hart 
eon^niicnted  upon  ihii;  case  with  great  severity,  bat 
I  think  with  very  trifling  effect    They  say  that, 
admitting  that  no  peculations  upon  the  Goven- 
ment  funds  were  ^is^overed  while  Mr.  Svartwoit 
continued  ^n  oMce,  yet  he  leA  the  office  on  the  28th 
day  of  Maf  ch  last,.and  of  course  that  this  eoormoai 
fraud  must  have  been  discovered  prior  to  Novem- 
ber, the  time  mentioned  in  the  report  of  the  Seoe* 
tary  of  the  Treasury.    This  at  first  view  may  seem 
to  be  plausible,  but  when  we  come  to  take  into  eoo- 
sideration  the  requirements  of  law,  and  the  magni- 
tude of  the  business  which  comes  from  this  one 
office,  it  might  be  quite  as  surprising  t|iat  the  de- 
falcation was  delected  so  aoon  as  it  was.    I  admit 
that  Mr.S  wartwout  went  out  of  office  on  the  38th  day 
of  March  last.  But  the  law  gave  him  three  menthi 
to  make  out  and  transmit  his  quarterly  aoconntstD 
the  Department;  and,  as  heretofore  observed,  such 
hae  b^en  the  magtitude  of  business  at  that  office, 
that  the  collector  has  generally  been  indulged  wi^ 
some  weeks,  and  occasionally  with  a  month  of  tim^ 
more  than  that  allowed  by  law;  all  of  which  v» 
taken  in  the  present  instance,  so  that  these  accoanti 
were  not  received  at  the  First  Comptroller^  offitt 
until  the  middle  of  Jul^^  or  the  fir^t  of  August  last 

Well,  sir,  before  Mr.   Woodbury  could  kno* 
anything  relative  to   the  accounts  between  Mr. 
Swartwout  and  the  Gh)verBment,  they  must  be  ex- 
amined by  the  proper  accounting  officer  of  tfci 
Treasury.    Will  any  gentleman  pretend  that  fhe^ 
quarterly  accounts  of  the  collector  of  New  Yoik— 
a  place  where  three-fourth^i  of  the  revenue  of  Ae 
country,  on  imports,  is  collected— can  beexaaioel 
audited,  or  settled,  in  a  day,  a  week,  or  a  moaw 
No,^ir.'  there  is  not  a  gentleman  here,  or  ehar 
where,  whose  mind  can  embrace  the  magnitadaw 
the  business  of  that  office,  who  will  not  williBCif 
allow  to  any  accounting  officer  three  mondtt,  ff. 
least,  to  accomplish   such    au    Herculean  tap 
Well,  sir,  grant  this  fact,  'which  ia  one  that  laiMli 
as  I  think,  be  granted  by  every  candid  man,  (ilA 
ask  how  was  Mr.  Woodbury  to  be  apprised  0Ca| 
defalcation  of  Mr.  Swartwout  o&  the  fitstof  w 
gust,  not  more  than  fiAeen  days,  at  most,  ^ftvA^ 
accounts  reached  the  First  Comptroller's  OffiMifH  . 
as  to  have  prevented  his  escape  to  England  in  (^ 
Great  Western?    This  was  impossible.    On  Al 
first  of  August,  when  Mr.   Swartwout  left 
country,  the  First  Auditor  of  the  Treaisaij  t 
not  have  given  to  those  accounts  even  a  cai . 
reading.    Much  less  could  he  have  audited  Ihtl 
counts,  so  that  a  statement  could  hav^hfcif 
ported  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury;  aadl 
such  a  report  is  made,  no  orders  whateTereaitl 
from  that  Department^    If  I  am  rig^^  sir«  in 
estimate,  as  I  most  truly  believe  that  I  atm, 
the  chaise  of  negligence  in  dmy«  and  t 
at  fraud,  falls  to  the  ground  iA.dus  4 
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S^ff  C(Mf6—*dD  SeSS. 


Beference  cfihe  President's  Message-^Mr.  Cushman. 


H.  of  Reps. 


0  iQ  all  ibose  whioh  .bave  been  piBTionsly  dispoMd 
of.  Tci,  sir,  trttlj  may  it  be  said  that  BCr.  Wood- 
bai7  iuLth  oome  out  of  this  irar  of  words  and  of 
eiiamny  witboat  receiriog  the  least  possible  in- 
jory. 

Mr.  CbainaV)  ^^  gentleqseii  from  YiiiBiiHa  and 
Mississippi,  [&(r.  Wise  and  Prentiss,]  as  well  as 
oihew,  hsTC  made  Ihe  report,  which  we  have  jasl 
been  considering,  the  foandation  ofmach  invecti?e 
sgaifist  the  Execative  of  the  United  States,  as  well 
IS  (be  whole  Democratic  party.    Sir,  it  may  be 
(bat  the  Chief  MsRistrate  of  the  United  States  is  of- 
ten maltreated  by  this  department  of  the  Govern- 
ment, from  the  want  of  consideration.    It  would 
be  well  for  os,  probably,  to  be  more  often  re- 
minded, that  oar  Grovernment  is  divided  into  three 
important  branches,  the  Legislative,  the  Execative, 
and  the  Jadicial,  and  that  these  several  branches 
ef  the  Govemmefit  are  entitled  to  great  respect 
and  decorum,  one  fVom  the  other.     We  oaghl  to 
remember  that  the  President  of  the  Untied  Stntes 
standi!  in  as  near  a  relation  to  the  people  as  onr-  J| 
selfcs,  sare  that  he  is  elected  for  foar  yean,  and 
we  for  two  years  only.    But  while  each  of  us  stand 
here  as  the  Representaiive  of  hfty  tbonsand  in- 
babitants,  the  Chief  Magistrate  Ik  the  Representa- 
tire  of  more  (ban  fifteen  millions.    Although  this 
,    House  is  the  grand  inquest  of  the  nation,  and  as 
I    sndl,  is  bound  to  inquire  into  the  miscondoet  of 
fwMIc  officers,  yet  I  think  we  onr'-.i  not  to  be  re* 
dneedlo  snch  a  stale  of  degredation,as  to  mouse 
.    aboot  the  Execative  Departmental  to  see  whether 
Aere  be  any  thing  or  not  worth?  of  reprehension, 
h  a  community  like  oars,  so  intelligent  and  wateh- 
1    fnl,  and  at  the  same    lime  possessed  of  so  many 
;    wBTces  ot  information,  fraud,  in  a  public  servant, 
cannot,  for  any  great  length  of  time,  lie  concealed. 
And  although     will  not   yield  up  my  right,  us 
a  Representative,   to  ferret  out  fraud  wherever 
and  whenever  it  may  exist,  yet  I  will  never  de- 
grade myself  by  bestowing  unmerited  abuse  upon  a 
awrdinatc  branch  of  the  Government. 

Sir,  the  Same  principles  and  the  same  motives 
which  elevated  a  Jeffers^on,  a  Madison,  and  a  Mon- 
roe to  the  Chief  Magistracy,  rai^sed  up  the  present 
eah>htened  and  distinguished  Chief  Magistrate  of 
thetfnited  States,  as  well  ashis  iltustrioos  predeces- 
sor. And,  sir,  although  honest  principles  are  an  In- 
dispensable requisite  fir  men  who  fill  this  exalted 
rtation,  yet  this  is  not  enough.  We  muii  have 
men  of  talents,  men  of  uncompromising  integrity, 
■en  of  high  intellectual  and  moral  culture.  Such 
tsm  be  the  qualifications  of  those  who  would  wish 
10  preade  ovcrr  the  destinies  of  the  American  peo- 
ple. In  my  humble  judgment,  such  aire  the  men 
trio  have  for  the  last  ten  years,  and  who  do  now, 
Compose  the  American  cabinet.  Men  who  have 
been  «  educated  that  they  would  not,  for  a  mo* 
ment,  tolerate  any  thing  which  was  wrong,  either  in 
themklves  or  in  others  over  whom  ihey  possessed 
control.  Men  whose  feelingR,  motives,  and  conduet 
are  m  perf^t  accordance  with  the  pure  principles 
•f  the  whole  Democratic  party,  of  which  they  are 
iDemben;  that  erery  thing  appertaining  to  the  af- 
Ukr^  of  the  people,  should  be  done  openly,  aa  in  Ihe 
clear  light  of  the  meridian  sun.  I  will  susUin  oo 
Ml,  or  body  of  men,  who  would  conceal  a  sln- 
i^  act  in  the  administration  of  the  Qorerament, 
ftom  the  sovereignty  of  the  nation,  the  people. 

Hiat  was  the  character  of  the  pa&t,  and  is  the 
Aaraeter  of  the  present  Administration.  Their 
Itoln  h  that  erery  public  act  should  be  pr»> 
Mthed,  as  it  were,  upon  the  house  top,  so  as  to 
http  themselTes  continually  before  the  tribunal  of 
Iftenlighteiied,  virtueus,  and  magnanimous  peo* 
fie.  When  I  utter  these  sentiments,  I  feel 
Ml  persuaded  that  I  utter  the  sentiments  of 
pi^  whole  Democratic  parly  of  the  country. 
IM,  sir,  could  the  voice  of  the  people  of  this 
iMie-sptead  connury  be  united  as  the  voice  af 
|M  nan,  and  as  it  will  be  united  in  the  year 
Ij^ceeo  hundred  and  forty.  In  the  re-election  of 
m  present  enlightened  and  patriotic  statesman, 
mlsnow  so  ably,  wisely,  and  judiciously  admi- 
liMog  the  Government,  that  voice  would  utter, 
■  tie  honest  pride  of  a  gratefiil  people,  that  the 
iftaiitive  of  the  United  States,  for  mlent^  for 
liKfty>  ^>^  foi*  ^Mk  >i^<"^^  A°^  iateUeetfial  cnltare, 
PBM  mpaased  \f  any  ealhmet  comncfl  Bpoh  te 
bee  of  the  earth.    Can  any  one  beUevCi  for  a  M 


moment,  that  such  men  can  themaelyea  practise 
fraud,  <N'  tolerate  such  a  l>a8e  and  infamona  crime 
in  othersi  No,  sir:  such  a  thing  is  iapossibk. 
Every  act  of  the  Administration  has  repelled,  and 
is  continuing  to  repel,  tvtTj  suppoiition  of  that 
character. 

Sir,  notwithstanding  the  puri^  of  inteniion  in 
which  the  Government  is  administered,  we  are,  at 
times,  obliged  to  set  here,  day  after  day,  and  hear 
this  character  of  those  put>lic  servants,  who  have 
been  elevated  to  office,  in  part,  through  the  iobtru- 
mentaiity  of  ray  constiinenis,  assailed  in  language 
highly  unbecoming,  as  I  think,  to  any  gentleman 
who  has  been  honored  with  a  seat  in  an  American 
Congress.  A  day  or  two  since,  the  gentleman 
from  Mississippi  [Mr.  PasNTiss]  observed,  '*  that 
the  two  last  administrations  were  conceived  in  sin, 
and  brooght  forth  in  iniquity."  That  their  whole 
course  **had  been  marked  by  corruption,  extra- 
vagance, and  profligacy."  These  axe  bold  cbaige^ 
npon  the  people  who  elect,  as  well  as  upon  those 
who  are  elected  to  office.  Sir,  I  repel  those 
charges.  They  are  unfounded.  Extravagance  or 
profligacy  is  an  unnecessary  expenditure  of  ra'ttey. 
Neither  the  administration  of  General  Jackson,  or 
Mr.  Van  Buren,  can  with  any  propriety,  be 
charged  with  such  expenditures.  It  is  very  true, 
that  the  question  has  repeatedly  been  asked 
hy  gentlemen  upon  this  floor,  why  it  was  that  the 
expenditures  of  the  Government  should  have 
increased  ttom  thirteen  millions,  as  they  were  under 
Mr.  Adam*s  aduiinisuration,  up  to  thirty-five  ^or 
lorty  milUon5? 

I  well  remember  that  a  question  of  this  kind  was 
asked  at  the  early  part  of  the  last  session  of  C(<in-- 
gress,  by  a  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  [Mr. 
CusHtNO.]  I  remember,  too,  that  that  question  was 
publis^hed  in  all  the  Federal  papers  in  New  Hamp^ 
&hire,  previous  to  the  last  annual  election,  in  glar^ 
ing  capitals,  so  that  the  wayfaring  man  might 
r»ad  and  understand.  Read  aud  understand  what, 
sir?  The  truth?  No,  sir;  but  read  and  understand 
that  which  would  best  subserve  the  interests  of  the 
demagogue.  This  is  deception,  for  a  more  ua- 
fon^ded  insinuation  was  never  made.  There  was 
no  year  of  Mr.  Adams's  administration  in  whioh 
the  whole  expenditures  did  not  exceed  twenty-two 
millions,  instead  of  only  thirteen  millions,  as  was 
asserted  by  implication,  or  directly,  by  that  geuile- 
man.  And,  sir,  in  order  to  place  this  subject  in  its 
true  light  before  the  people,  that  they  may  have  the 
whole  truth,  and  nothing  but  the  truth,  I  have  pre- 
pared the  following  table,  taking  the  first  four 
years  of  Mr.  Monroe^s  administration,  the  four 
years  of  Mr.  Adams's  administration,  and  the  first 
four  years  of  General  Jackson's  adminislratioo,  by 
which  it  appears  that,  in- 

1817— The  whole  expenditures  were  |39,900,5d5  58 
Of  which  there  was  paid  on 
the  public  debt  25,423,036  12 


Leaving  for  ordinary  expen- 
ditures 

1818 — ^Whole  cx|ieodi  lures. 
Paid  on  public  debt, 


$14,477,549  46 

137,148,725.  72 
21,296,201  62 


Ordinary  expenditures,         j(15,852,624  10 


1319 — ^Whole  expenditures. 

Paid  on  the  public  debt. 


$23,818,004  13 
7,703,926  29 


Ordinary  expenditures,        116,114,077  84 


1820 — Whole  expenditures. 
Paid  on  the  public  debt. 


i22,332,739  83 

8,628,494  28 


Ordinary  expenditures,  |13,714,245  55 

181^5— Whole  expenditures,  #23,585,804  78 

Paid  on  the  public  debt,  12,^5,344  78 

Ordinary  expenditures,  }11,490,459  94 

1826— Whole  expenditures,  $24,103,308  46 

Paid  on  the  public  debt,  11,041,032  19 

Oj:dift«ry  expenditures,  $13,062^6  27 


1827--Whole  expenditures,  $22,636,764  04 

Paid  on  the  public  debt,         10,003,668  3!) 

Ordinaiy  expenditures,        $12,633,095  65 


1838— Whole  expenditures. 
Paid  on  the  public  debt, 


$25,45^,479  52 
12,163,438  07 


Ordinary  expenditures,         $13,296,041  45 


1829— -Whole  expenditures. 

Paid  on  the  public  debt. 


$25,109,271  33 
12,^82,867  78 


Ordinary  expenditures,         $12,726,403  55 


1830— Whole  expenditures, 
Paid  OB  the  public  debt. 


$24,594,707  21 
11,365,748  23 


Ordinary  expenditures,        $13,238,958  99 


1831— -Whole  expenditures, 
Paid  on  the  public  debt. 


$30,182,424  23 
16,174,378  22 


Ordinary  expenditures,        $14,008.046  01 


1832-^WhoIe  expenditures. 

Paid  on  the  pubHc  debt. 


$34,357,689  46 
17,840,309  29 


Ordinary  expenditures,         $16.517,360  17 

Since  the  period  last  mentioned,  the  ordinary  ex- 
penses of  the  Qovemmeat  have  been  increa.sed, 
and,  together  with  the  extraordinary  expenditures, 
have  made  the  whole  amount  of  the  dii»bnr^ements 
of  the  Government,  for  a  few  years  pa^t,  what  they 
were  in  eighteen  hundred  and  seventeen,  nearly, 
forty  millions.  But  in  all  this  there  is  no  n^y»-i^ry, 
excepting  to  him  who  has  no  desire  to  understand 
the  truth.  Let  us  lake  into  consideration  the  per- 
manent insr^oM  which  has  been  made  to  the  arm,ff 
of  the  United  States— the  extraordinary  iaereoM  of 
Ihejmwt^  ro/^-the  building  of  HghPhowes,  oii»- 
tamrh^umt  and  the  improvement  of  Aavbors— the  re- 
building of  the  TVeestiry  Depvfauul  and  the  Pitfefit 
Q0lcs— the  payment  of  Miim  oaattiiies,  and  the  ex- 
tinguisbment  of  titles  to  Indian  lands— the  removal 
ofthe/adiciw  to<JCof  the  Jtfts«ian;ipi— to  ail  which 
are  to  be  added  the  large  appropriations  which  have 
been  made  in  conaequence  of  the  BUck  Hoick  war, 
theSmiMdfe,  and  other  Indimi  huHMits.  Here  is 
the  plain  and  incontrovertible  answer  to  the  ques- 
tion, not  why  the  whole  expenditures  of  the  Go- 
vernment have  ittcrea^d  from  thirteen  millions  to 
thirty-five  or  forty  millions,  but  why  they  have 
been  increased  from  twenty-four  millions,  as  they 
were  under  Mr.  Adams's  administration,  to  thirty- 
nine  millions,  as  they  were  under  Mr.  Monroe's 
administration. 

The  Federalists  have  sezed  upon  the  great 
amount  of  public  expenditures  as  a  fruiifol  theme 
of  detraction,  and  of  wanton  attack  upon  the  whole 
D«mo<aratic  party.  We  often  hear  it  saM  that  we 
came  into  power  in  eighteen  hundred  and  twenty- 
nine,  bearing  upon  our  lips  the  promise  of  retreach- 
ment  and  reform,  but  that  we  have  been  entirely 
faithless  to  that  promise.  But  bold  asseitions  can 
deceive  no  one,  unless  he  is  very  much  predisposed 
to  self  deoeption.  I  could  show,  had  I  time  so  to 
do,  that  the  above  mentioned  promise  has  been 
kept,  so  far  as  the  Executive  of  the  United  Slates 
or  ita  ftiends  had  the  power,  to  the  Tery  letter.  I 
«hall  stop  here,  however,  to  give  only  one  illus- 
tration of  this  truth;  that  is,  the  reform  which 
ought  never  to  be  forgotten,  a  reform  in  the  system 
of  internal  improvements  by  the  General  Govern- 
ment, whereby  more  than  one  hM^drtA  and  sixty 
mOHom  of  Ihe  peopled  money  has  been  saved  by  a 
tjmely  and  judicious  interposition  of  the  veto  power. 
Other  reforms  could  be  mentioned,  but  that  is 
enough  to  answer  for  all  the  clamor  upon  that  sub- 
ject. The  causes  of  the  extraordinary  expenditures 
of  the  Government  have  alt  been  spread  before  the 
American  people;  and  they  have'  seen,  with  deep 
regret,  the  laige  but  unavoidable  appropriations 
whioh  have  been  made  to  meet  the  expenses  of  the 
Indian  wars.  But  these  expenditures  have  been, 
aud  will  conthrae  to  be,  met  by  the  Democracy  of 
ihe  eountiy  with  at  much  ehe^fblnese  as  were  the 
expettMcf  lite  irar  by  irbich  gar  independence  was 
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Swartwatit  Defalcationr^Mx.  Moore. 


mercial  operations,  and  consequently  exptrienee  a 
much  greater  degree  of  national  prosperity  ud 
happiness  than  we  hitherto  have  done. 

REMARKS  OF  MR.  MOORE» 
Or  New  Tore, 
/»  tte  House  0/ jRcpr«Miitalt«ct,  Jon.  19,  1839^a 

the  resolation  to  appoint  a  cAnunitiee  to  ioTo^ 

gate  the  Swartwont  defalcation. 

Mr.  MOORE  rose  and  renurked  that  this  wu  & 
strange  state  of  things.      Gentlemen  on  the  olWr 
side,  said  he,  have  saddenly  assamed  a  new  ud 
strange  position  in  regard  to  this  matter.     But  i 
few  days  ago,  they  told  as  thvt  there  could  be  no 
satisfactory  inTestigation  wiihoat  a  fair  and  ialpi^ 
tial  committee.    A  committee  ia  which  the  |ititia 
stood  six  to  three,  would  neither  act  impuMj, 
aocording  to  their  declaration,  nor  secure  the  eosfil 
denoe  of  the  pnblie.      They  must,  they  ssid,  wiert 
from  the  Chair  the  power  of  choosing  the  oomait- 
tee,  for  the  reason  that  be  wcmld  psdb  a  conuniim 
so  as  to  salt  the  purposes  of  his  friends.    They  de. 
siced  no  unfair  sldvantage  for  themselves.   Oh,  no: 
all  they  wanted  was  an  impartial  committee.  Thej 
wanted  fair  play  and  nothing  more.   Well,  ar, 
we  a»ared  them  that  they  shonld  have  what  thqr 
asked  for,  and  that  we  were  as  desirous  as  thef 
eooJdhe  of  a  satisfactory  investigation.     Hov 
have  they  carried  out  their  professions  by  tbdr 
acts?  In  the  first  place,  we  agreed  that  the  oomnit- 
tee  should  be  chosen  by  the  House;  and,  in  ork 
that  the  whole  country  might  see  and  knov  hov 
and  by  whom  they  were  chosen,  we  proposed  to 
choose  them  openly,  and  vies  voee.      la  this  vay, 
every  thing  woald  be  done  fairly,  openly,  andiatbe 
face  of  the  country.     But,  no;  gentlemtn  voold 
not  assent  to  this.    They  insisted  that  the  eonmil* 
tee  mnst  be  chosen  by  a  uetel  kilM.     Tbej  moit 
be  sheltered,  secreted,  hidden,  or  they  ooild  not 
give  an  honest  vote  or  make  a  fair  chioict.   WeU, 
sir,  they  got  their  seeref  deUoC,  and,  accordi&f;  to 
their  professions,  they  were  then  ready  and  eubU 
to  select  a  fair  committee.      Bar,  what  hsfe  thej 
donel    Why,  sir,  they  have  been  guilty  of  the  ve^ 
unfairness  which  they  apprehended  from  the  Chair, 
if  the  choice  were  left  to  him.     lliey  havefdW 
a  committee  upon  us.      They  will  not  eva  alknr 
us  the  three  to  six,  which  they  complained  was  the 
proportion  that  the  Speaker  allowed  to  thtm.  Hate 
they  giren  us  three  membere  of  our  own  choior;  mea 
whom  we  would  select  to  represent  the  dtanctac 
and  interests  of  the  Administrationi     No,  sir.  Tte 
Speaker,  upon  whom  they  chai;ged  such  gross  pu^ 
tiality,  allowed  them  three  members,  who  of  iH 
others  were  most  acceptable  to  the  Oppositiott,aad 
would  have  been  selected  by  the  Opposition.  Bit 
the  gentlemen  in  podbtiv  their  committee,  nasi- 
fest  an  unwillingness  to  aUow  a  single  Demoeiaiic 
member  of  our  own  choice  to  serve  upon  it    Not 
one  of  the  members  whom  they  have  chosen  ibr 
us  was  voted  for  by  a  single  Democratic  meoibir 
on  this  floor.    In  a  word,  the  committee  is,  sutui 
out,  •ne  of  their  own  choice,  and  we  have  no  pair 
init.   • 

In  order,  sir,  to  bring  this  matter  to  a  ekise,  aid 
to  prevent  any  misunderstanding,  I  deem  it  nf 
duty  to  announce  in  nay  place  that  no  Denooa^ 
who  is  elected  in  opposition  to  the  wishes  of  ^ 
Democratic  party  on  tlus  floor,  will  consent  tosti 
on  the  committee,  unless  compelled  by  a  vote 
the  Housej  and,  sir,  any  one  who  will  volontari 
serve  on  the  committee,  under  such  cirenn 
I  denounce  as  a  Uraitor  to  the  party,  and  a 
ralor  with  the  Opposition.  Now,  sir,  I  proposs 
the  House,  in  order  to  save  time,  and  bring  li 
matter  to  a  close,  that  gentlemen  carry  their jj 
a  little  further.  I  propose  that  they  select  a  w) 
committee,  out  and  out.  Let  them  do  that,  § 
we  shall  be  satisfied.  We  are  willing  that  A 
shonld  take  their  own  men,  and  make  their  0 
report:  we  will  be  perfectly  weU  satisfied  with  n 
a  committee  and  such  a  report:  we  court  iam 
gation,  and  an  investigation  made  by  Whig  ■> 
bers.  Bat  gentlemen  will  not  accede  to  diis;  i 
why?  Why  will  they  not  take  the  whofe  chil 
and  responsibility  of  the  investigatioa?  W 
ahoold  Ikey  wish  to  give  ns  a  ttominai  putii 


achieved,  or  those  attendant  upon  the  war  of  eigh- 
teen hundred  and  twelve,  to  preserve  and  perpetu- 
ate that  independence. 

The  residue  of  these  estraordinary  expenditures 
have  been  for  objecu  m  which  the  people  have  felt 
a  very  deep  interest.  Therefore,  all  the  appropria- 
tions for  those  objects  have  met  with  their  cordial 
approbation.  We  have,  to  be  sure,  paid  out  large 
,  sums  of  money  for  the  extinguishment  of  titles  to 
Indian  lands,  but  that  money  is  not  lost.  There  we 
have  our  moneys  worth  in  lands.  And  I  feel  per- 
fectly pursnaded  that  all  the  expenses  which  have 
heretofore  attended,  or  which  may  hereafter  attend, 
the  colonization  of  the  Indians  will  be  met  without 
a  murmur.  That  htaveh-inspired  benevolence 
which  projected  and  executed  the  removal  of  the 
red  man  to  the  west  side  of  the  Mississippi,  will  re- 
fleet  a  glory  upon  the  administrations  of  Andrew 
Jackson  and  Martin  Van  Buren,  the  effulgence  of 
which  will  continue  to  increase  so  long  as  true  wis- 
dom and  philanthropy  shall  be  held  in  esteem 
among  men.  This  is  a  measure  to  which  all  the 
true  friends  of  the  red  man  have  looked  forward 
with  great  solicitude.  This  was  their  hist  fond  hope 
for  the  preservation  of  those  native  sons  of  the 
forest.  But,  sir,  when  the  extinguishment  of  In- 
dian titles  shall  have  been  completed^and  the  sword 
shall  again  return  to  its  scabbard,  or  be  beaten  into 
the  ploughshare,  our  annual  expenditures  will  at 
once  come  down  to  sixteen  or  seventeen  millions. 

Mr.  Chairman,  during  the  debate  upon  the  sub- 
ject now  before  the  House,  the  old  tune  of  pro- 
scription has  been  again  revived.  But,  sir,  upon  this 
subject,  I  would  not  utter  one  word,  were  it  not 
for  the  mean  and  contemptible  hypocrisy  of  the 
Opposition  upon  this  subject  It  reminds  me  of 
the  cry  of  fire  from  the  incendiary,  or  the  cry  of 
thief  from  the  midnight  robber*-first  commit  the 
ofience,  and  then  give  the  alarm  with  the  hope  of 
escaping  detection.  One  article  in  the  Democra- 
tic creed  is  that,  under  a  Government  like  ours, 
there  is  no  such  thing  as  a  vested  right  to  an  of- 
fice. That  occasional  changes  are  productive  of 
great  good  to  the  counU y,  and  that  whether  the 
''spoils  belong  to  the  victors"  or  not,  it  is  the  imperi- 
ous duty  of  every  administration  to  surround  itself 
with  trustworthy  and  confidential  politicsd  friends. 
This,  the  Demcratic  party  openly  avow  to  be  just 
and  right,  and  not  only  just  and  proper,  but  just  as 
natural  as  it  \s  for  the  householder  to  bring  into  his 
family  cirele  his  personal  friends,  and  his  personal 
friends  only,  those  who  will  render  the  most  ef- 
ficient aid  in  the  preservation  of  peace  and  har- 
mony around  the  domestie  fireside.  For  all  this, 
the  master  of  the  house  is  held  responsible.  In 
like  manner  the  President  of  the  United  Slates  is 
held  responsible  for  the  eflScient  and  faithAil  man- 
ner in  which  all  the  affairs  of  his  Administra]tlon 
are  to  be  executed.  Who  are  the  most  likely  to 
conduct  the  subordinate  affhirs  of  the  Government 
with  the  most  efficiency  and  fidelity,  his  friends  or 
his  foes?  .  His  reliance  must  be  upon  his  political 
friends,  and  not  his  political  enemies.  The  inte- 
rest, happiness,  prosperity,  honor  and  glory  of  the 
country  will,  in  that  case,  be  identifi^  with  the 
Chief  Magistrate  and  his  political  friends.  On 
the  other  hand,  his  political  enemies,  should  they 
be  continued  in  office,  naight  be  /mihUu  for  the 
sole  purpose  of  bringing  him  and  the  Admini8tr»- 
tion  mto  disrepute  or  disgrace. 

Notwithstanding  we  avow  this  to  be  a  sound 
Democretic  principle,  yet  we  are  not  disposed  to 
carry  it  so  fully  into  practice  as  the  Federalists, 
who  pretend  to  deny  any  such  right.  In  proof  of 
this  fact,  I  will  call  the  attention  of  the  House  tp 
the  present  state  of  things  in  this  District.  It  is  be- 
lieved that  three-fourths  of  the  subaltern  ofllcers 
and  clerks  in  the  public  offices,  in  this  city,  are 
Federalists.  Look,  sir,  through  the  civil  list 
throughout  the  country,  many  who  are  opposed  to 
the  Administration,  will  be  found  holding  office 
under  the  Government.  This  was  the  case  with 
hite  collector  at  New  York,  as  well  as  his  cashier, 
and  h»  assistant  cashier.  Other  cases  might  be 
adduced  to  show,  even  in  that  department,  that  many 
are  holding  offices  who  are  opposed  to  the  Admin- 
istntion.  Cast  your  eye,  sir,  through  the  army 
and  the  navy  of  the  United  States.  There  it  will 
befoondthat  alaige  majority  of  the  cfliounaie 


Federalists;  against  this  influence,  as  well  as  against 
the  combinedinfluenceof  all  the  corporate  power 
in  the  several  States,  the  Democracy  of  the  country 
has  been  compelled  to  contend.  And,  sir,  let  gen- 
tlemen say  what  they  please  relative  to  Executive 
patronage,  and  Elxecuiive  influence,  trough  the 
medium  of  Democratic  office  holders  of  the  Gene- 
ral Government,  excepting  so  far  as  that  influence 
is  connected  with  truth,  it  has  not  the  weight  of  a 
feather,  when  compared  to  the  all-pervading  influ- 
ence of  the  corporate  money  power  of  the  country, 
wielded  generally  by  a  vindictive  Opposition. 

But,  sir,  for  the  Federalists  to  titlk  about  pro- 
scription, or  removal  from  office  for  opinions' 
sake,  is  to  charge  themselves  with  the  basest  hypo- 
crisy. Although  they  pretend  to  deny  the  pro- 
priety of  such  a  course,  and  to  impugn  the  motives 
of  others  for  carrying  such  a  principle  into  practice, 
yet,  sir,  when  they  happen  to  rise  into  power  upon 
a  delusive  panic  of  their  own  creation,  not  a  single 
Democrat  is  permitted  to  remain  in  office  so  long 
as  that  dynasty  continues.  In  proof  of  this  fact, 
I  need  only  refer  the  House  to  the  clean  sweep 
which  was  made  in  the  State  of  Maine  during  the 
patit  year.  There,  every  Democrat  who  could  be 
reached  by  Executive  power  was  at  once  removed 
{torn  office;  and  It  is  a  well  known  fact  that  such  is 
their  practice  whenever  and  wherever  they  have 
the  ascendancy;  and  their  morel  sensibilities  must 
be  greatly  blunted  fbr  them  to  talk  about  proscrip* 
tion  on  our  part,  without  suffusing  their  cheeks 
with  a  crimson  blush. 

Mr«  Chairman,  the  American  people  are  too  en- 
lightened to  receive  declamation  for  argument,  or 
harsh  epithets  as  evidence  of  unworthiness  of  cha- 
racter. Arraign  any  man  who  has  uniformly  sus- 
tained a  good  character  before  the  great  tribunal  of 
public  opinion,  be  may  be  as  sure  of  an  honorable 
acquittal  as  that  the  light  of  day  will  succeed  the 
darkness  of  night,  unless  the  allegations  are  sup- 
ported by  conclusive  testlmpny.  It  is  upon  this 
ground  that  I  support  the  men  now  in  power.  I 
have  heard  them  charge  with  high  crimes  and 
misdemeanors,  Lut  no  proof  has  been  exhibited  to 
substantiate  those  charges;  and  as  they  agree  with 
the  great  body  of  the  American  people  in  the  true 
principles  of  self-government,  I  ought  to  render 
them  my  cordial  support;  and  the  present  Execu- 
tive of  the  United  State?,  as  well  as  all  future  Ex- 
ecutives of  like  principles,  and  of  like  character, 
win  be  cordially,  zealously,  and  perseveringly  sus- 
tained by  the  whole  Democracy  of  the  country. 
Neither  they,  nor  their  successors,  have  any  thing 
to  fear  so  long  as  they  continue  as  they  have  done 
in  good  worts. 

It  must  be  admitted  by  every  American  citizen, 
whose  mind  is  not  perverted  by  prejudice,  that 
more  has  been  done  during  the  last  ten  years  to 
promote  the  great  mercantile  interests  of  the  coun- 
try, than  has  been  done  in  any  other  like  period, 
since  the  establishment  of  the  GovernmenL  Divers 
compacts  and  arrangements,  during  the  above 
mentioned  period,  have  been  made,  which  have 
opened  new  channels  of  commereial  enterprise 
and  national  prosperity.  During  the  above  period, 
also,  the  Government  has  demanded,  and  in  pur^ 
suance  of  such  demand,  has  received  more  than 
ten  millions  of  money  as  indenmitles  for  depredap 
tions  upon  our  commerce  by  foreign  nations. 
This  sum  has  not  only  been  received,  but  has  also 
been  paid  out  by  the  Government,  to  the  several 
claimants,  without  the  loss  of  a  single  dollar.  This 
shows  a  care  and  fidelity,  in  conducting  the  finan- 
cial affairs  of  the  Government,  which  is  worthy  of 
all  praise.  Furthermore,  the  people  of  the  United 
States  may  rest  assured  that,  since  the  Independent 
Treasury  system  has  been  in  operation,  the  Go- 
vernment has  not  suffered  loss  to  the  amount  of 
one  dollar,  excepting  by  (he  defalcation  of  Samuel 
Swartwout,  a  fraud  which  that  man  has  been  per- 
petrating for  the  last  seven  or  eicht  vears. 

If  the  Executive  of  the  Unitea  States  nas  t)een 
able  to  accomplish  fruch  wonders  without  legislat 
tlve  aid,  what  may  it  not  accomplish  when  iha- 
important  system  shall  be  regulated  by  law.  Then 
may  we  have  a  reasonable  expectation  that  losses 
will  not  occur  for  the  future;  but  we  may  also  ex« 
pect  to  witnen  greater  stability  in  all  our  com- 
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Senate. 


Is  it  bemose  thej  apprehend  that  their  Whii>r 
report  wiU  be  drstrasted  bj  the  country?  Is 
it  «,  sii?  Do  they,  indeed,  entertain  soch 
an  opinion  of  their  own  integrity  and  fair- 
sesf,  as  to  doa))t  whether  their  statements  will 
obtain  eredeoce  with  the  American  pebplel  Aie 
they  oonvineed,  from  their  own  knowledge  of  the 
estimation  in  which  their  frankness  and  magna- 
nimtty  is  held,  thai  their  report,  as  a  Whig  report, 
will  be  reeeiYcd  with  distmst  and  suspicion?  What, 
atf?  Shall  this  party,  that  lays  claim  to  so  much 
ability  and  integrity,  ay,  and  exelnsive  piety,  and 
which  is  ^manifested  daily  in  their  lives  and  con- 
T«f«ition,'^  shall  this  party  have  doubts  whether 
their  report  will  be  believed?  Yes,  sir,  that  is  the 
ease;  that  is  the  secret  of  the  operations  goini:  on 
aronnd  ns;  this  accounts  for  the  strange  state  of 
things  that  we  now  wimess.  How  have  gentlemen 
arrived  at  this  result?  Not  by  reasoning,  for  that 
is  not  their  habit,  but  by  instinct.  They  know  in- 
stinctively, sir,  that  the  stomach  of  the  public  sense 
will  revolt  at  any  report  coming  from  such  a  source; 
and  hence  their  anxiety  to  have  some  Democrats 
of  their  own  election  on  the  committee,  to  endorse 
their  statements  on  this  floer,  and  thereby  give 
tfiem  credence  with  the  public. 

1  warn  gentlemen  that  they  cannot  psefc  this  conii 
mittee  so  as  to  deceive  the  people.  We  have 
shown  them  our  ticket.  They  know  the  names  of 
the  three  out  of  nine  whom  the  friends  of  th^  Ad- 
ministration on  this  floor  wish  to  choose.  They 
have' refused  to  select  these  men.  It  is  not  my  in- 
lention  to  impugn  the  character  of  the  Democratic 
gentlemen  whe  have  been  elected.  I  know  them 
to  be  capable  and  honest;  and  I  farther  know,  sir, 
tluLt  they  will  not  serve  unless  compelled  by  a  vote 
of  the  House. 

Mr.  Prentiss  here  rose,  and  interrupted  the  gen- 
tleman from  New  York. 

Mr.  Mooic  refused  to  yield  the  floor. 

Mr.  Pbxntiss  said  he  wished  to  make  a  point  of 
order. 

Mr.  Moore.  I  debate  no  questions  of  order;  it 
is  not  my  habiu  Gentlemen  are  welcome  to  the 
floor. 


SALT  DUTIES,  AND  FISHING  BOUNTIES 
AND  ALLOWANCES. 

REMARKS  OF  MR.  WILLIAMS, 
Op  Maine, 

Jit  Seiule,  Tiiesiiay,  Jtawary  39,  1839— On  the  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  Benton  for  leave  to  introduce  a  bill 
for  the  repeal  of  the  salt  duty  and  fishing  boun- 
ties. 

Mr.  President:  The  bill  which  the  Senator  from 
Missouri  proposes  to  introduce,  has  for  its  object 
the  repeal  of  the  doty  now  imposed  upon  salt,  and 
the  abolition  ot  the  bounty  granted  to  vessels  em- 
ployed in  the  cod  and  mackerel  fishery;  and  I  re- 
gret that  the  Senator  has  desired  that  the  vote  upon 
granting  leave  to  bring  in  this  bill  shall  be  con- 
sidered as  a  test  vote:  that  those  voting  for 
graniing  the  leave  shall  be  considered  as  fhendly 
to  the  passage  of  the  bill,  when  introduced,  and 
that  those  voting  agninst  it  shall  be  considered  as 
opposed  to  its  passage.  By  this  course  the  Senator 
has  the  advantage  of  appearing  before  the  nation  as 
d^e  mover  and  advocate  of  a  proposition  to  relieve 
the  people  from  a  tax  upon  salt,  while  others^ 
willing  to  go  farther  than  this  bill  proposes  to  go, 
may  be  represented  as  unwilling  to  do  any  thing 
toward  removing  any  of  the  burdens  imposed  upon 
the  community.  For  myself,  I  would  gladly  vote 
to  grant  the  leave  to  bring  in  this  bill,  in  the  hope 
that,  in  its  progress,  other  articles  might  be  inclu- 
ded, the  tax  upon  which  is  more  oppressive,  and 
more  unequal  in  its  operation  upon  die  different 
portions  of  the  Union,  than  is  the  tax  proposed  to 
be  repealed  by  this  bill.  If  the  honorable  Senator 
had  included  in  his  bill  the  articles  of  coal,  bread- 
stuff, beef  and  pork,  iron,  sngar,  molasses,  and 
lead,  and  proposed  to  repeal  or  modify  the  duties 
upon  them  as  well  as  upon  salt,  he  should  have 
my  vote;  but  as  he  chooses  to  confine  his  bill  to 
one  article,  viz.  salt^  and  has  coupled  the  repeal  of 
tlve  fishing  boahty  with  the  repeal  of  the  daty  upon 


satt,  I  must  vote  against  it  for  reasons  which  I  in- 
tend briefly  to  state. 

And  here  let  me  ask,  Mr.  President,  why  it  is 
that,  at  this  short  session,  and  at  this  advanced 
stage  of  it,  we  should  be  presented  with  a  bill  to 
repeal  the  duty  on  the  single  article  of  salt,  and 
leave  the  duty  npon  all  other  articles  untouched? 
and  why  the  Senator  from  Missouri  should  feel  him- 
self called  upon,  not  only  to  introduce  the  bill  now, 
but  to  announce  his  determination  to  devote  himself, 
from  this  time  forth,  to  the  abolition  of  this  execra- 
ble tax,  as  he  calls  it?  Have  we  heard  from  the 
people  any  complaints  of  the  tax  upon  salt?  Are 
there  any  petitions  asking  for  its  repeal?  Have  the 
Legislatures  of  any  of  the  States  asked  for  its  abo- 
lition? Not  one.  Does  this  tax  operate  more  se- 
verely upon  the  State  Vhich  the  honorable  Senator 
so  ably  represents,  or  upon  the  entire  West,  than 
upon  other  portions  of  the  Union?  So  far  from  this 
being  the  fact,  the  reverse  of  it  is  true;  and  why? 
Because  the  Western  country  is  blessed  with  salt 
springs,  from  which  most  of  the  salt  consumed  in 
that  portion  of  the  Union  is  manufactured  at  home, 
and  the  domestic  article  is  cheaper  than  the  foreign 
salt  can  be  transported  to  them,  even  if  there  was 
no  doty  upon  the  article,  and  probably  cheaper 
than  the  cost  of  transportation  from  New  Orleans, 
if  salt  could  be  had  there  for  noth'tg.  It  may  be, 
and  probably  is,  true  that  foreign  salt  is  required 
and  used  in  the  West  to  cure  their  beef  ahd  pork 
intended  for  exportation,  but  this  constitutes  but  a 
very  small  part  of  the  whole  consumption  of  the 
vast  West.  It  is  not  so  with  the  Atlantic  States; 
they  have  no  salt  springs  near  the  seaboard, 
and,  although  they  manufaotnre  seme  salt,  it  is 
still  true  that  most  of  the  salt  imported 
from  abroad  is  consumed  in  the  Atlantic  States 
and  in  the  fisheries.  If  this  be  so,  and  I  submit  to 
the  Senate  if  it  be  not  so,  why,  I  ask,  should  the 
West  be  first  to  move  in  the  business  of  abolishing 
the  duty  upon  salt?  If  they  regard  the  duty  upon 
salt  as  a  burden  upon  them,  should  they  not  be 
willing  to  consider  that  other  portions  of  the  Union 
bear  equal  and  greater  burdens?  Nay,  more; 
should  they  not  remember  that  they  have  an  equi- 
valent, and  more  than  an  equivalent,  in  the  tax  up- 
on breadstuffs,  upon  beef  and  pork,  and  upon 
lead,  all  which  articles  they  produce  in  abundance, 
and  sell  to  other  portions  of  the  Union  at  an  en- 
hanced price  in  consequence  of  the  duty  npon 
them?  If  they  wish  to  have  their  salt  free  of  duty, 
let  us,  who  are  obliged  to  purchase  breadstuffs,  and 
beef  and  pork,  have  these  articles  free  of  duty,  al- 
so, or  at  such  prices  as  those  articles  would  be  sold 
at  if  they  were  free.  Why  should  the  surplus  pre- 
dtlice  of  the  West  be  protected  by  heavy  duties, 
and  thus  enhanced  in  price  to  the  consumers  in 
other  States?  There  can  be  no  reason  for  it  unless 
it  be  that  in  the  general  arrangement  of  the  tariff 
other  portions  of  the  Union  have  an  equivalent  in 
being  favored  in  their  productions.  But  would  the 
removal  of  the  duty  on  salt  be  felt  at  all  by  the 
Western  States?  Not  unless  the  price  of  salt  would 
fall  in  consequence  of  taking  off  theduty;  and  that 
such  would  not  be  the  fact  is  fairly  to  be  inferred 
flrom  the  experience  which  has  already  been  had  by 
the  country  while  the  tax  has  been  in  the  process 
of  reduction,  and  the  prices  of  the  article  not 
affected  by  it,  as  has  been  shown  by  the  honora- 
ble Senator  from  Massachusetts.  If,  then ,  the  West 
have  no  burdens  to  complain  of,  and  in  fact  do 
not  complain  of  the  duty  upon  salt,  so  far  as  Con- 
gress are  intorijped,  by  petition  or  otherwise,  I  ask 
again,  why  it  is  that  the  Senator  from  Mu^souri 
should  bring  his  great  power  and  talents  to  bear 
npon  the  small  remnant  of  tax,  now  less  than  six 
cents  per  bushel,  upon  salt?  The  Senator  says  it  is 
an  execrable  Uix — a  curse  and  an  abomination — a 
tax  upon  the  beneficence  of  Grod.  It  is  true  that 
salt  is  an  article  of  necessity,  and  used  as  much  by 
the  poor  as  by  the  rich,  and  henct  should  be  afford- 
ed at  the  least  possible  cost;  but  how  it  is  that  the 
Senator  should  put  all  the  horror  and  detestation 
which  he -manifests  and  expresses  on  this  occasion 
at  the  small  remnant  of  tax  upon  salt,  and  at  the 
same  time  forget<«  or  omits  to  mention  other  articles 
of  equal  necessity  to  the  poor  and  to  the  rich,  and 
much  more  important  in  respect  of  the  duty  or  tax 
npoa  them,  I  mean  breadstuffs,  beef,  pork,  sugar, 


iron,  coal,  &c.  I  am  at  a  loss  to  understand.  It 
cannot  be  that  he  does  not  esteem  them  of  equal 
necessity  and  general  use,  or  that  the  tax  upon 
them  is  not  greater  than  the  tax  upon  salt.  Why 
are  not  the  duties  upon  all  and  upon  each  of  these 
articles  execrable,  a  curse  and  an  abomination, 
a  tax  upon  the  beneficence  of  Gkxl  ?  The 
Senator  docs  not,  and  I  think  cannot  tell 
OS,  and  yet  in  his  bill  he  does  not  name 
one  of  them,  nor  in  his  able  speech  does  he 
intimate  an  intention  of  relieving  the  people 
from  any  portion  of  the  existing  duties  upon  them. 
If  these  articles,  or  even  a  part  of  them,  were  in- 
cluded in  his  bill,  I  would  rejoice  to  see  it  intro-  , 
duced  and  acted  upon.  Then  my  constituents,  as 
well  as  the  Senator^s,  would  share  in  the  benefits 
of  passing  soch  a  bill.  But  his  bill  proposes  no 
such  thing:  it  provides  simply  for  the  repeal  of  the 
salt  duty  and  fishing  bounty,  for  the  benefit  of  bis 
constituents,  and  thereby  taking  from  mine  the  only 
item  in  your  whole  legislation  which  goes,  in  any 
degree,  to  compensate  my  section  of  country  for 
the  most  grievous  and  unequal  operation  of  the 
present  tariff;  and  here,  as  in  the  declaration  of  the 
honorable  Senator,  that  the  fishing  bounty  went  to 
the  benefit  of  a  parl%eMl(tr  sertion,  and  that  he  looked 
for  opposition  ro  his  biliy^'Ofn  thai  seefton,  must  be 
found  the  motive  for  bringing  forward  this  bill  nl 
this  time,  and  pressing  it  with  so  much  power  and 
perseverance.  With  this  impression,  it  becomes 
my  duty  lo  resist  the  attempt  to  produce  such  great 
injustice  to  my  constituents  as  would  follow  from 
the  passage  of  the  bill  now  proposed.  In  a  coun- 
try so  extended  as  is  ours,  embracing  almost  every 
climate,  and  engaged  in  such  a  variety  of  pursuits, 
it  is  not  to  be  expected  that  duties  upon  articles 
will  operate  equally  upon  the  pursuits  and  business 
of  our  citizens  in  different  sections  of  the  Union; 
and  while  a  tax  upon  one  article  may,  as  it  often 
does,  be  borne  principally  by  the  men  and  business 
of  the  East,  and  have  little  or  no  practical  opera- 
tion in  the  West,  a  tax  upon  some  other  article 
may  be  borne  principally  by  the  West,  and  have 
very  little  influence  on  the  business  and  prosperity 
of  the  East.  Hence  it  is  that  the  business  of  form- 
ing a  tariff  is  and  ought  to  be  the  result  of  compari- 
son, equalization,  and  compromise,  in  which  the 
various  interests  and  pursuits  of  all  parts  of  the 
Union  shall  be  duly  respected,  and  the  necessary 
burdens  for  the  support  of  the  General  Govern- 
ment be  so  distributed  upon  the  various  sections  of 
the  country,  as  to  come  as  near  as  possible  to 
equality  as  a  whole.  We  now  have  a  tariff  of 
duties  which,  I  admit,  is  very  far  from  being  just 
or  equal  in  its  exactions  and  impositions  upon  the 
several  sections  of  the  Union,  and  bears  most  op- 
pressively and  injuriously  upon  the  business  and 
pursuits  of  those  whom  I  have  the  honor,  in  part, 
to  represent.  Still  as  the  bounty  to  fishing 
vessels  is  the  only  equivalent,  and  that  a 
very  imperfect  one,  for  the  severe  and  ruinous 
taxes  upon  our  most  important  branch  of  bu- 
siness, it  must  be  apparent  to  every  liberal  mind, 
that,  if  this  boon-be  taken  away,  some  of  the 
burdens  bearing  peculiarly  hard  upon  the  people 
and  business  of  my  State  should  fall  with  it.  By 
the  compromise  act,  as  it  is  called,  the  duties  upon 
all  articles  are  in  process  of  gradual  and  rapid  re- 
duction, aad  in  1842  the  tax  upon  salt  will  have 
come  down  to  two  cents  per  bushel,  or  thereabouts; 
an  1  it  seems  admitted  on  all  hands,  that  the  time  is 
near  when  the  whole  subject  of  the  tariff  must  be 
considered  and  adjusted.  The  sooner  the  better  for 
my  Slate;  and  I  will  go  with  the  honorable  Senator 
from  Missouri,  at  any  time,  for  a  general  revision 
and  modification  of  the  tariff,  for  the  purpose  of 
equalizing  the  public  burdens  upon  all  thre  States;  but 
not  now,  or  at  any  other  time,  for  taking  any  one 
article  separately,  whereby  the  burden  upon  an  op- 
pressed portion  of  the  country  should  be  made 
more  ruinous.  Then,  again  I  ask,  why  not  suffer 
the  tax  on  salt  and  the  fishing  bounty  to  remain  un- 
til a  general  revision  of  the  tarifi? 

The  honorable  Senator  says  that  the  bounty  to 
fishing  vessels  is  an  unconstitutional  use  of  the 
public  money.  My  answer  to  that  objection  is, 
that  it  was  granted  under  Washington's  adminis- 
tration, and  has  been  continued  under  every  suo- 
ceeding  Administration  to  this  day,  with  a  sh<Nrt  in- 
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terrupiion  under  that  of  Mr.  ^efferaon;  and  it  is 
reasonable  to  suppose  that  the  firamers  of  the  Con- 
ti^mtion,  and  the  vise  men  in  the  Government  from 
the  adoption  of  the  Constitationto  this  time,  under- 
stood what  was  and  what  was  not  constitutional, 
as  welt  as  the  honorable  Senator,  an4  I  am  content 
to  put  their  opinions  and  their  acts  against  the 
opinion  of  the  Senator  from  Missouri.  But  to  teM 
this  objection  by  the  acts  of  the  honorable  Senator, 
I  would  ask  how  he  can  contend  thai  the  bounty  to 
fishing  vessels  is  unconsUtutional,  when  he  advo- 
cates and  votes  for  bills  to  grant  lands  in  aid  of 
the  construction  of  canals  and  railroads;  to  autho- 
rize States  and  incorporated  companies  to  import 
railroad  iron  free  of  duty;  and  to  authorise  a  draw- 
back of  duties  upon  such  iron,  upon  proof  that  it 
has  been  used  in  the  construction  of  railroads')  Is 
there  any  principle  upon  which  such  gratuities  to 
States  and  incorporated  companies  can  be  de- 
fended, which  would  not  apply  with  more  justice 
and  propriety  to  the  bounty  to  poor  fishermen? 
Tne  Senator  surely  will  not  be  willing  to  be  re- 
presented as  advocating  and  voting  gratuities  to 
incorporated  companies  which  he  would  deny  to 
poor  mdividuals. 

Again:  we  have  had  repeated  applications  from 
persons  on  the  Southern  and  Western  waters, 
for  authority  to  import  free  of  duty  ihe  manufac- 
tured material  for  iron  steamboats,  and  did  the 
honorable  Senator  from  Missouri  ever  raise  his 
voice  or  influence  against  bills  of  that  description? 
Is  his  opposition  to  the  fishing  bounty  the  result  of 
principle  against  such  grants,  or  must  it  be  ascribed 
to  the  fact,  ihat  the  fishing  bounty  is  for  the  benefit 
of  the  East,  and  the  exemption  from  duly  on  iron 
steamboats  for  the  benefit  of  the  West?  Or  that,  in 
the  former  case,  the  bounty  of  the  Government  goes 
in  aid  of  poor  and  meritorious  individuals,  and  in 
the  latter  to  rich  corporations?  Again:  the  Sena- 
tor from  Missouri  contends  that  the  bounty  to  fish- 
ing vessels  and  their  crews  is  unnecessary,  be- 
cause the  fishing  business  is  prosperous,  and  does 
not  require  this  bounty  either  in  the  way  of  profit 
to  the  fishermen,  or  as  encouraging  the  creation  of 
seamen.  I  would  be  happy  if  the  Senator  were 
right  in  this  view,  but  I  regret  to  say  that,  so  far  as 
I  am  informed,  and  have  reason  to  believe,  he 
labors  under  great  misapprehension  upon  both 
points;  and  it  is  easy  to  see  hov  the  honorable  Se- 
nator has  fallen  into  error  as  to  the  prosperity  of 
our  fisheries.  In  the  tables  cited  by  him,  he 
makes  the  exports  from  our  fisheries  for  the  year 
ending  30th  Sept.  1837,  to  be  $2,600,000,  and  says 
that  the  exports  of  the  same  articles  in  1790  was  only 
(1,194,000,  intending  thereby  to  show  an  increase 
of  export  in  the  article  of  fish  of  about  $1,400,000 
in  less  than  fifiy  years !  But  what  is  the  fact,  as 
shown  by  the  tables  on  which  the  Senator  relies? 
It  1^  this,  that  of  the  $2,600,000  exports  from  the 
fisheries,  only  $770,000  proceed  from  the  cod  and 
mackerel  fisheries  lo  which  alone  the  bounty  to 
fishing  vessels  and  their  crews  is  extended;  and  the 
residue,  $1,930,000,  are  the  product  of  the  whale 
fishery,  which  has  no  connection,  with  the  fishing 
bounty.  Then,  bow  does  the  account  of  prosperity 
of  the  cod  «nd  mackerel  fishery  stand?  In  1790, 
the  exports  of  the  fisheries  (possibly  including  some 
oil)  were  $1,194,000,  and  in  1837  they  were 
$770,000,  showing  an  actual  dimwulion  of  exports 
frotni  our  home  fisheries  of  more  than  $400,000  in 
a  period  of  nearly  fifty  jrears,  while  the  West  has 
been  transformed  from  a  wilderness  to  a  galaxy  of 
most  prosperous  and  productive  States,  with  a 
pppulation  of  at  least  five  millions.  And  thie  is 
what  the  honorable  Senator  from  Missouri  calls 
prosperity  in  an  important  branch  of  business  in 
the  East.  If  he  can  contemplate  such  a  stale  of 
bnsine^  in  any  section  of  the  Union  with  pleasure, 
I  am  sorry  for  it. 

But  aside  from  the  tables  adduced  by  the  honorable 
Senator  from  Missoari,we  have  the  fact,  stated  by  the 
honorable  Senator  from  Massachusetis,  [Mr.  Da- 
Tis,]  thai  within  a  few  years  past  the  tonnage  em- 
ployed in  the  cod  and  mackerel  fisheries  was 
160,000;  and  the  tables  show  that  for  the  year  end- 
ing September,  1837,  that  tonnage  was  less  than 
130,000.  Besides,  sir,  living,  as  I  do,  in  a  State 
where  these  fisheries  are  carried  on  to  some  extent, 
Imaybf  permitted  to  say,  that  the  business  of  the 


cod  and  mackerel  fisheries  could  not  be  carried  on 
to  any  advantage,  if  prosecuted  as  other  branohes 
of  business  are  usually  conducted.  And  now,  it 
may  be  asked,  why  do  we  pursue  it  uhder  such  eir- 
camstances?  1  will  tell  you,  Mr.  President,  why 
and  how  it  is  done.  Our  soil  on  the  seaboard  is . 
rocky  and  sterile;  our  winters  are  long  and  our 
summers  are  short;  our  shores  are  inhabited  by  a 
hardy,  industrious  and  adventurous  population, 
who,  being  unable  to  raise  their  bread  upon  the 
land,  resort  to  that  grand  bank  which  never  stops 
payment,  and  never  refuses  to  discount  to  the  en- 
terprising fisherman  sutficient  for  his  subsistence. 
And  now  the  honorable  Seiiator  from  Missouri  will 
probably  ask,  why  do  not  ttiese  hardy  and  enter- 
prising men  abandon  such  a  place,  and  go  to 
the  enchanting  West,  the  (harden  of  Eden?  I 
answer,  because  they  have  a  Aoiie,  a  family, 
AT  friends  whom  they  love,  schools  for  their 
children,  and  the  means  of  religious  instructien 
and  improvement,  which  they  prize  above 
all  the  allurements  which  the  rich  soil,  the  mild 
climate,  the  abundant  productions,  and  rapid  growth 
of  the  West,  with  some  apprehension  of  fever  and 
ague,  and  other  ills,  can  inspire.  This  may  be 
very  wrong  in  the  estimation  of  some;  but  so  long 
as  these  poor  men  can,  by  their  industry,  prudence, 
and  great  economy,  provide  for  themselves  and  fa- 
milies, and  keep  out  of  debt,  ihey  are  happy  and 
contented,  good  citizens,  and  well  qualified  and 
well  disposed  to  fight  the  battles  of  their  country 
when  occasion  calls  for  their  services.  Such  are 
the  fishermen  who  participate  in  the  bounty  granted 
by  this  Qovernment  to  fishing  vessels;  and  if  the 
Senator  could  visit  them,  see  and  know  their  Re- 
publican habits  and  feelings,  and  how  hard  ii  is  for 
them  to  get  a  living  by  fishing,  I  am  sure  he  could 
not,  and  would  not,  desire  to  take  from  them  the 
little,  and  the  only  favor  which  has  ever  been 
granted  to  them.  And  now,  sir,  how  is  the  fishing 
business,  under  all  its  embarrassments,  carried  on? 
Not  by  the  owners  of  the  vessels,  Jiot  by  employing 
a  master  and  ccew,  and  providing  for  their  subsis- 
tence, as  is  done  in  other  branches  of  commerce. 
No,  sir;  such  a  course  would  be  ruinous.  Such 
a  course  would  not  command  that  constant,  pei^ 
severing,  and  untiring  effort,  and  that  rigid  econo- 
my and  self  denial,  which  are  indispensable  to  the 
success  of  the  cruise,  and  lo  avoid  a  ruinous  issue  to 
the  enterprise.  But,  so  far  as  I  know,  the  universal, 
certainly  the  genera  I,  practice  is,  that  a  few  hardy, 
smart,  and  enterprising  fellows  club  together,  who 
are  willing  to  work  hard  and  live  poor,  and  they 
find  some  friend  who  owns  a  vessel  suitable  for 
the  fishing  busine»(.  They  take  the  vessel  upon 
shares,  obtain  their  salt  and  the  necessary  stores 
for  the  cruise,  to  wit:  hard  bread,  pork,  tea,  mo- 
lasses, and  fishing  apparatus,  upon  credit,  to  be 
paid  for  out  of  the  fish  to  be  caught,  and  off  they 
go  upon  a  voyage  of  four  months  and  more,  living 
upon  these  stinted  means,  encountering  storms  and 
hardships,  and  often  toiling  all  day  and  catching  no 
fish,  until  they  have  completed  their  fare,  or  are 
compelled  to  return  without  it,  from  c tress  of 
weather  or  the  failure  of  stores;  and  upon  their  re- 
turn they  are  fortunate  if  their  fare  shall  sell  for 
enough,  with  the  bounty,  to  pay  their  outfits  and  to 
procure  subsistence  for  themselves  and  families 
until  they  can  make  up  another  voyage.  Thus  I 
have  endeavored  to  represent  truly  the  fishing  busi- 
ness as  carried  on  in  my  own  State;  and,  so  Oar 
from  it  being  a  profitable  or  prosperous  business  to 
those  employed  in  it,  it  barely  gives  a  living,  jand 
that  a  very  poor  one,  to  the  hardy,  industrious, 
and  persevering  men  who  carry  it  on  in  the  man-i 
ner  I  have  stated.  Still  it  is  true  that,  by  the  la- 
bors and  privations  ot  our  fishermen,  a  vast  quan- 
tity of  food,  and  that  which  is  wholesome  and 
dieap,  is  procured  from  this  source,  and  has  be- 
come an  article  of  jHmt  fwcesnty  to  iht  pwr^  and 
is  the  cheapest  food  they  can  obtain,  together  with 
an  export  to  foreign  countries  of  more  than 
$700,000  annually.  It  should  be  recollected  that 
all  these  resnlls  proceed  from  labor,  requiring  too 
capital,  and  impoverishing  no  man,  unless  it  be 
those  employed  in  the  business.  Such  an  amount 
of  export  is  not  to  be  disregarded  in  a  iiati«nal 
point  of  view,  and  but  for  this  source  many  of  oox 
poor  citixeoi  would  fipd  it  impossible  to  pay  for 


thfB  bread  and  pork  which  are  seat  to  iheia  Oom 
the  Wett. 

But  again,  the  Senator  from  MisMuri  oontauU 
with  great  earuesmess  that  the  bounty  to  fiAii^ 
vessels  and  crewais  wnjiut,  and  tbcfafoie  most  be 
abolished.  This,  Mr.  President,  depends  nposQ^ 
cumstances.  If  a  bounty  were  paid  from  the  Na- 
tional Treasury  to  a  particular  branch  of  bnsineti, 
and  to  a  particular  section  of  country,  wiibont  af- 
fording any  national  benefit,  or  constituiisg  snoM 
equivalent  for  unequal  burdens  upon  the  people  «r 
business  of  that  section,  then  there  would  be  weight 
in  this  objection.  But  how  is  the  fact  in  this  ptr> 
ticuiarl  In  the  first  place,  I<  maintain,  aod  Um 
Senator  from  Massachusetts  has  demonsUaled,  that 
an  ample  equivalent  for  the  fishing  bounty  is  se- 
cured to  the  Qovernment  by  the  number  ami  goo^* 
ness  of  the  seamen,  which  this  branch  of  bauaesB 
furbishes  for  the  navy  and  commerce  of  the  osafi- 
try;  that  this  benefit  was  realized  in  the  last  war, 
and  will  be  again  whenever  this  nation  shall  he  ea- 
gaged  in  war  with  any  maritime  nation.  I  coaU 
not  add  to  the  ability  and  power  with  which  this  if> 
gument  was  pressed  b^  the  honorable  Senator  (rom 
Massachusetts,  and  will  therefore  abstain  from  at* 
tempting  it.  But  upon  the  other  branch  of  theqtws* 
tion,  I  must  say  that  the  portion  of  this  boeatj 
which  goes  to  the  fishing  .vessels  and  crews  .of 
Maine,  is  nothing  like  the  amount  of  burdens  ioi- 
posed  ppon  the  business  of  that  State,  beyond  what 
is  borne  by  any  other  section  or  portion  of  the 
Union.  No  other  Slate  has  so  much  cause  to  com- 
plain of  the  existing  biriff  as  Maine  has,  and  so 
Stale  will  be  so  much  benefitted  as  Maine 
will  be  by  an  equitable  revision  and  modifiea- 
lion  of  it.  And  how  is  this?  It  arises  from 
the  exorbitant  and  unreasonable  dniies  levied  npoa 
the  articles  consumed  by  the  people  and  bosiBeesof 
that  State.  Maine  consumes  breadstafis,  heef  aad 
pork,  hams  and  lead,  the  produce  of  the  Wesieni 
States,  the  priee  of  which  is  enhanced  by  a  proiset^ 
ing  duty,  but  exports  none  of  them.  An  importaat 
item  in  the  business  of  the  East,  is  ship  bnilding, 
which  necessarily  includes  the  use  of  laige  qnant^ 
ties  of  copper,  iron,  duck  and  cordage,  all  cbaigia 
with  heavy  protecting  duties.  Maine,  with  a  popo- 
lation  of  about  half  a  million,  owns  near  on^ 
sevt«th  of  the  whole  tonnage  of  the  Unk>n.  DmiiC 
the  year  ending  September,  1837,  there  were  bnilt 
in  Maine  eighteen  ships,  forty-five  brigs,  eighty-two 
schooners  and  four  sloops;  in  all,  93,475  teas;  and, 
during  the  same  lime,  ten  States,  with  a  population 
of  at  least  five  millions,  viz:  Ohio,  Kentucky,  Ten- 
nessee, Illinois,  Missouri,  Indiana,  Alabanl,  Mts* 
sissippi,  Arkansas  and  Michigan,  built  one  hiJKi 
twenty  schooners,  and  forty-five  steamboats;  in  all, 
12,351  tons.  It  is  estimated  that  the  duty  opoaibe 
copper  and  iron  used  in  building  vessels  and  boaif, 
is  equal  to  $3  50  to  each  ton  of  vessel  or  boat 
The  whole  tonnage  of  Maine,  in  September,  1837, 
was  251,569  tons;  and,  at  the  same  time,  the  whole 
tonnage  of  the  ten  States  before  named,  was  48^)90 
tons.  It  is  thus  seen  that  this  single  branch  of  tKlsi- 
nesrf  has  contributed,  for  duties  on  copper  and  iron 
used  in  building  vessels  and  boats,  as  followfc 
Maine,  with  half  a  million  of  inhabi- 
tant          |880,m 

Ten  Western  Slates,  with  five  millions 

of  inhabitants 168,715 

being  a  ux  of  $1  76  upon  each  inhabitant  « 
Maine,  and  only  3^  cents  upon  each  inhabitant  of 
the  ten  Western  States.  Add  to  this  the  farthjf 
tax  upon  duck  and  cordage,  and  the  inequality  w 
burden  is  enormous  and  oppressive.  In  «J 
year,  ending  September,  1837,  Maine  P« 
$82,16S  for  duty  upon  copper  and  iron,  nsfd  ii  \ 
boildioR  23,475  tons  of. vessels,  being  «>niewW 
over  16  cents  upon  each  inhabitant;  and  five  aj  j 
lions  of  persons  in  ihe  ten  Stoles  before  nin«J  j 
paid  in  that  year,  upon  the  same  artislw,  owf  /| 
$42,228,  less  than  one  cent  upon  each  inhabitant^  | 
Again :  it  appears  from  a  document  oMfflm  | 
ftom  the  Register  of  the  Treasury,  that  for  m  \ 
year  ending  September,  1837,  the  fishing  bosrtfli  | 
of  Maine  was  as  follows: 
Number  of  vessels     *       -       "       "     2J 

Tonnage ^.^Jj 

crew,       .....       ._..J|5        I 


Allowance  or  bounty 


.f7M79^ 
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Seaate. 


,  Aod  Uom  all  this  it  is  eri^ent,  that  in  the  year  re- 
ferred to  (beiog  the  only  one  for  which  I  have  yet 
obtained  the  necessary  statemeots)  the  people  of 
]kiau)e  paid,  in  duties  on  a  single  branch  of  their 
bosiDess,  more  than  the  whole  amonnt  of  fishing 
bonoiy  obtained  by  them;  and  alter  deducting  that 
boonty  from  the  tax  on  copper  and  iron  used  by 
them,  they  still  paid  a  higher  tax,  in  proportion  to 
tbeir  popnlation,  than  the  people  of  the  States  be- 
fore named  paid  in  this  branch  of  business. 

kit  possible  that,  upon  such  a  view  of  the  case, 
Coflgr^  will  add  lo  the  unequal  hardens  of  Maine 
by  repesling  the  eoly  provision  made  for  iheir  re- 
ItfH  I  trust  not.  If  any  thing  be  done,  open  the 
door,  and  equalize  benefits  and  burdens  to  all  class- 
es and  sections  of  the  ^hole  country.  Do  something 
lor  the  relief  and  encouragement  of  the  commerce 
tsd  navigation  of  the  country,  which  are  aJready 
declining  under  your  unequal  and  oppressive  laws 
and  regulations.  Look  at  the  fact  that  foreign  ton- 
nage is  fast  gaiping  upon  our  own;  and  th  it,  with- 
oatsome  modification  of  your  laws,  the  time  is  at 
hand  when  foieignera  will  have  more  of  our  own 
trade  than  our  own  citizens  will  enjoy.  In  1836, 
the  proportion  of  foreign  tonnage  to  American  ton- 
nage which  entered  our  ports,  was  as  1  to  8;  in 
1837  it  was  as  7  to  13;  and  in  1837  the  entrances 
and  clearances  in  our  ports  were  as  follows: 

Eotnncw.  CleanncM.  Tonnage.  Crews. 
Aaeriean  6,094  5,949  1,399,790  64,300 
FomgD        4,633        4,551  765,703    43,073 

With  such  facts  before  us,  is  it  not  our  duty  to 
adopt  nseasures  to  restore  Ainerican  business 
ot  American  bottoms?  to  enconrage  our  na- 
ri^tion  and  thereby  increase  our  seamen? 
Then  I  pray  you  do  not  repeal  the  bounty 
ID  fishing  vessels,  and  thus  cut  off  your  best 
nnrsery '  for  seamen;  but  rather  take  off  the 
dntj  npon  copper,  iron,  duck,  and  cordage;  or,  if 
that  cannot  be  done  without  injury  to*  other  mte- 
Rstf,  allow  a  drawback  of  the  duty  upon  these  ar- 
ticles, when  oseil  in  building  ships  and  other  ves- 
seK  In  that  way  you  will  enconrage  American  in- 
dustry and  American  enterprise,  while  the  effect  of 
passing  the  proposed  bill  will  be  to  paralyze  both. 


REMARKS  OF  MR.  BUCHANAN, 
Or  Pennsylvania, 

Ja  SetiaU^  Jmum^  39,  1839*-On  the  motion  of 
Mt,  Bmrros  for  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  re- 
peal the  duty  on  salt  and  the  fishing  bounties. 
ICr.  BUCHANAN  said,  that  if  the  Sena|or 
kom  Mtsaouri  had  not  himself  made  a  spe- 
eiaii  leqiiest  thai  the  usiul  courtesy  might  be 
waired  which  required  9enaioia  not  to  op- 
poos  tbe  iatrodoction  and  reference  of  any  bill 
which  a  Senator  might  preeant,  he  ahonl^not  have 
said  one  word  on  the  piwient  occasion.  There 
ceriaiAly  wav  no  geiuieman  in  the  Senate  to  whom 
be  shoild  more  cheerfully  have  eztended  this  cour- 
tesy thsui  to  the  Senator  from  Missouri.  The  Se> 
naior,  however,  had  called  the  yeas  and  nays,  and 
desired  to  ivake  the  introduction  of  his-bili  a  test 
qjoesiioa,  ^d  to  this  he^roukl  have  no  objection. 
He  was  wiiling  to  ooaaider  it  as  soch;  and  briefly  to 
assign  the  reasons  why  he  should  vote  against 
grsBiiag  him  leave  to  bring  in  tbe  bill. 

I  have  read  (said  Mr.  B.)  with  great  pleasure 
and  instraotion,  the  reokarks  of  the  Senator,  pub- 
liabed  in  tke  GUobe  of  last  evening,  in  favor  of  re- 
penUac  tlie  duly  on  the  importation  of  salt,  and  the 
fishing  bounties  and  allow«ka«e8.  If  this  were  the 
fesainiiof  1841  or  1849,  instead  of  1839, 1  should 
f<pel  difpoced  to  give  great  weight  to  his  argument. 
Ob  one  point  I  conskler  it  conelosive.  1  think  he 
faM  dgaaoaurated  that  the  bounty  to  our  fisheries 
otigiaaied  exclusively  in  a  drawback  of  the  dnties 
on  ioiported  salt  in  their  favor;  and  that  this  bounty 
tm^i  to  fall  with^e  repeal  of  these  salt  duties,  on* 
Jew  iteaa  be  sustained  on  some  other  principle. 

My  ofcgeetion  to  this  bill  is,  therefore,  chiefly 
iSwvided  on  the  f anMua  compromise  act  of  March, 
183%  to  the  leading  provisions  of  which  I  desire 
to  call  the  attention  of  the  Senate.  By  its  terms, 
all  dutiea  on  ail  imported  articles,  which  had,  un- 
•'er  ptevioiis  laws,  been  subject  to  a  duty  eiceed* 
lag  tspcnty  per  cenu  on  their  value,  were  to  be 
g(fida^7  vsteoedto  tiMsstaDduRL    OiMHialk  <if 


the  excess  of  duty  above  twenty  per  cent,  was  to 
be  deducted  after  the  last  day  of  December,  1833; 
a  second  tenth  after  the  last  day  of  December, 
183S;  a  third  tenth  aAer  the  last  day  of  Decem- 
ber, 1837;  a  fourth  tenth  after  the  last  day  of  De- 
cember, 1839;  three  of  the  remaining  tenths  after 
the  last  day  of  December,  1841;  and  the  other 
three  remaining  tenths  aOer  the  last  day  of 
June,  1842.  Aft-^r  that  day,  as  some  sort  of 
compensation  to  the  domestic  manufacturers  of  the 
country,  the  present  system  of  credits  is  to  be  abo- 
lished, and  this  duty  of  twenty  per  cent,  is  to  be 
paid  by  the  importer  in  ready  money,  and  that,  too, 
according  to  a  valuation  of  the  articles  made  at  the 
port  of  entry,  and  not  at  the  foreign  port  from 
which  they  have  been  exported.  In  addition  to 
this,  the  act  contains  a  long  list  of  articles,  usefal 
and  neccbsary  to  our  manufactures,  Which  are 
after  June,  1842,  to  be  admitted  free  of  duly.  It  is 
also  provided  that,  after  that  date,  * 'duties  shall  be 
laid  for  the  purpose  of  raising  sach  revenue  as  may 
be  necesbary  to  an  economical  admiaistration  of 
the  Qo  vemment.^' 

Under  the  operation  of  this  act,  the  duties  will 
have  gradually  reached  the.  final  point  of  depres- 
sion on  the  30th  Jnne,  1843,  and  will  then  stand  at 
twenty  per  cent.  Now  it  does  appear  to  me  to  be 
a  palpable  violation  both  of  the  spirit  and  letter  of 
this  law,  to  which  I  intend  to  adhere  in  good  faith, 
to  except  the  article  of  salt  from  its  provisions. 
Salt  is  extensively  manufactured  m  a  portion  of 
the  State  which  I  have  in  part  the  honor  to  repre- 
sent. The  Senator  from  Missouri  stales  the  foreign 
salt  imported  to  be  annoally  about  six  millions 
three  hundred  thousand  boshels;  and  he  estimates 
the  domestic  production  to  be  about  the  same  quan- 
tity. Although  I  do  not  &peak  from  data 
on  which  I  can  rely,  I  believe  ihe  quantity  of 
domestic  salt  is  considerably  greater  than  the 
foreign  importation.  But  be  this  as  it  may, 
it  af>pears,  from  the  Senator's  own  showing,  that 
the  domestic  manufactured  article,  protected  in 
some  degree  by  the  existing  doty, exceeds  six  mil- 
lions of  bushels  per  annum.  The  domestic  manu- 
facturers of  salt,  however  much  they  may  have 
been  dissatisfied  with  tbe  compromise  act,  had  at 
least  a  right  to  expect  that  this  article  would  not  be 
made  the  solitary  exception  and  be  admitted  free  of 
doty  against  its  provisions.  They  had  a  riftht  to 
rely  upon  the  protection  which  this  act  affords  and 
the  introdaction  of  the  present  bill  to  make  salt  a 
free  article,  will  take  them  by  surprise.  Is  not  this 
attempt  a  manifest  violation  of  the  compromise? 

In  the  session  of  1841-11,  at  the  latest,  it  will  be- 
come the  duty  of  Confess,  seriously  to  consider  the 
subject  of  duties  on  imports  generally,  and  adjust 
it  in  that  spirit  of  compromise  which  gave  birth  to 
the  Constitution  itself.  I  hope  and  believe  that 
Soathem  gentlemen  will,  at  that  period,  whilst  they 
have  a  right  to  insist  that  the  revenue  shall  be  re- 
duced to  the  standard  of  an  economical  adminis- 
tration of  the  Oovernment,  act  in  a  liberal  spirit , 
towards  the  mannfscturea  of  the  country.  A  duty 
granted  merely  and  solely  for  protection,  we  can- 
not ask  under  the  compromise;  but  we  shall  expect, 
that  whilst  imposing  duties  for  revenue,  such  inci- 
dental discrimination  may  be  made  in  favor  of  our 
most  important  and  necessary  manufactures,  as  will 
assist  American  industry  in  siruggUng  against  fo- 
reign competition.  This  principle  of  inciden- 
tal protection,  within  these  limits,  is  as  old 
as  the  Government ;  and  I  have  never  un- 
derstood thai  it  was  objected  to  by  gen- 
tlemen of  the  South.  If  I  shoold  live  until 
that  day,  and  be  then  a  member  of  the  Senate,  I 
shall  enter  upon  the  task  of  adjusting  the  tariff 
with  every  disposition  not  exclusively  to  regard  the 
interest  of  any  particular  portion  of  the  Union,  but 
to  act  wilh  liberality,  and  do  justice  lo  all  the  great 
interests  involved.  I  know  that,  at  that  time,  ma- 
ny considerations  nuty  be  urged  in  favor  of  a  re« 
peal  of  all  the  duties  on  foreign  salt.  Such  a  mea- 
sure would  operate  beneficially  upon  the  great 
agricultural  interest  which  I  have  ever  regarded 
with  peculiar  favor.  But,  at  the  present  moment, 
this  ddty  rests  upon  the  compromise  act,  and  re- 
presenting, as  I  do,  a  considerable  salt  manufactu- 
ring interest,  1  am  not  disposed  now  to  disturb  it. 
At  the  time  of  iIm  general  revision  of  the  tariff,  the 


duty  on  this  article  can  be  considered  in  connexion 
with  all  the  rest;  and  then  a  wiser  and  better  dis- 
position  may  be  made  of  it,  than  if  we  were  now 
to  act  upon  it  alone,  and  without  reference  to  its 
bearings  upon  the  whole  subject. 

Mr.  B.  said  that  the  question  of  courtesy  being 
as  it  was  out  of  view,  he  did  not  understand  ho^Kr 
Senators,  who  had  offered  able  arguments  against 
this  bill,  could,  notwithstanding,  conclude  by  de- 
claring that  they  would  vote  for  its  introduction. 

Mr.  Benton  having  made  some  remarks,  which 
will  be  given  hereafter—- 

Mr.  B.  said,  (in  reply  to  Mr.  Bbnton,)  as  to  the 
'  compromise  act,  I  shall  say  but  little,  lis  reputed 
authors  are  here  present,  and  are  very  able  to  de- 
fend themselves.  As  to  myself,  I  was  in  a  far  dis- 
tant land  at  the  time  of  its  passage,  and  shall  never 
forget  my  own  feelings  when  I  fimt  received  infor- 
mation of  this  event. 

The  enemies  of  liberty  in  every  country  of  the 
old  world  were  rejoicing  in  the  prospect  that  this 
glorious  Union — the  last  hope  of  Republican  insti- 
tutions—was about  to  expire.  The  advocates  of 
despotism  were  every  where  gloating  over  the  pros- 
peet.  It  was  impossible  for  any  person  placed  in 
my  situation  not  to  see,  and  to  feel,  and  to  know, 
that  this  was  the  cherished  hope  of  the  enemies  of 
liberal  institutions  throughout  Europe.  It  was  a 
subject  of  conversation  in  every  society  which  I  £»• 
quented  in  the  great  Northern  Capital,  where  I  then 
resided.  Although  I  did  not  mytelf  personally  in- 
dulge in  gloomy  forebodings,  yet  I  hailed  the  news 
of  the  parage  of  the  compromiw  act  as  the  harbin- 
ger of  peace  and  tranquillity  at  home,  with  more  joy 
than  I  have  ever  felt  upon  the  announcement 
of  any  political  event.  It  was  then  sufficient  for 
me  to  know  that  the  question  which  had  thf  eatened 
the  peace  of  my  native  land  was  settled;  and  that, 
too,  by  the  passage  of  a  bill  which  haa  received  the 
approbstion  of  Gteneral  Jackson.  His  sanction  of 
it  was,  to  me  at  least,  the  strongest  evidence  that  it 
was  not  "a  mere  humbug.**  I  felt  the  fullest  con- 
fidence that  his  signature  could  never  have  been  af- 
fixed to  any  bill  which  would  sacrifice,  or  seriously 
injure,  any  of  the  great  interests  of  the  country. 

Whether,  under  all  the  circumstances,  I  should 
have  voted  for  this  bill  or  not,  had  I  then  been  a 
Senator,  or  whether  it  settled  our  difficulties  wisely 
or  unwisely,  i«  not  now  the  question.  Be  this  as  it 
may,  it  has  stood  the  test  of  time  during  a  penod 
of  six  years,  and  it  has  not  yet  been  changed  by  Con* 
gress  in  a  single  particular.  The  people  of  the 
Slate  which  I,  in  part,  represent,  have,  at  least,  ac- 
quiesced in  its  provisions;  and  they  are  looking  for- 
ward to  the  year  1841  or  1843  for  ageiieral  settle- 
ment of  the  whole  question. 

Now,  sir,  what  is  my  position?  I  am  called  upon 
to  except  from  this  compromise  a  single  article  of 
domestic  manolhcture,  in  which  several  counties  of 
Pennsylvania  arc  deeply  interested.  Would  I  not 
be  faithless  to  my  trust,  if  I  shoukl  agree  that  thia 
article,  protected  as  it  now  is  by  the  existing  tariff, 
should  he  made  the  solitary  exception;  and  that, 
too,  at  a  moment  when  the  manufacturers  of  it  are 
reposing  with  perfect  security  on  the  faith  of  a  law 
adhered  to,  as  it  has  been  by  Congress,  ever  since 
its  passage?  It  is  not  sufficient  for  me  to  know  that 
we  possess  the  unquestionable  power  to  violate  it. 
The  true  question  is,  would- it  be  wise,  or  politic, 
or  just,  at  the  present  advanced  stage  of  its  pro- 
gress-^ to  disregard  ita  provisions? 

And,  afler  all,  what  mighty  matter  is  to  be  ef- 
fected by  this  bill?  Under  this  very  comprbmise, 
the  duty  on  salt  has  already  been  reduced  to  aboni 
six  cents  per  bushel  After  the  last  day  of  the  pre- 
sent year,  it  will  sink  still  lower;  and  aiker  the  last 
day  of  Jnne,  1843,  it  will  be  reduced  to  about  two 
cents  per  boshel.  Within  two  or  at  tbe  latest 
three  yrars  afler  the  close  of  the  present  session, 
there  must  be  a  general  revision  of  the  tariff^  and  I 
would  ask,  what  interest,  in  the  mean  time,  can 
suffer,  by  paying  the  small  duty  of  six  and  afVer- 
wards  of  four  or  two  cents  per  bushel  on  the  impor* 
tation  of  foreign  salt?  Is  this  a  cause  sufllcient  to 
justify  the  mighty  efforts  which  have  been  made  to 
repeal  the  doty?  When  I  observed  these  efforts  of 
the  Senator's  great  mind  to  accomplish  an  object  so 
trifling  and  inconsiderable,  they  xoreibly  reminded 
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me  of  the  simile  of  the  English  poet.      They  re- 
semble 

"Ocean  into  tempest  tost, 
To  wstft  a  feather,  or  to  drown  a  fly." 
Let  OS  wait  for  two  or  three  years,  and  then  settle 
this  little  matter  in  conjunction  with  Ihe  great  qnes- 
tlons  which  must  then  arise.  It  is  not  an  object 
which  could  excuse,  mach  less  justify  a  departure 
from  the  compromise. 


,  REMARKS  OF  MR.  CALHOUN, 

Of  South  Carolina, 
ill  Senate,  Junuary  30,  1839^0n  Mr.  Benton's 
motion  for  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  for  the  repeal 
of  the  salt  duty  and  the  fishing  bouaiies. 
Mr.  CALHOUN  said  he  felt  perfectly  indifle- 
rent  as  to  the  fate  of  this  motion.  It  was  impossi- 
ble for  the  proposed  measure  to  pass  at  thus  lime; 
and  the  only  question  was,  whether  it  should  be 
voted  down  at  this  incipient  stage,  or  at  .^ome  sub- 
sequent one,  after  it  bad  assumed  the  form  of  a 
bill.  The  only  difference  was  this:  if  it  was  re- 
jected now,  the  further  consumption  of  the  time  of 
the  Senate  would  be  saved;  but,  on  the  contrary,  if 
leave  was  granted,  two  or  three  days  more  would 
be  spent  in  discussion,  when  it  would  be  rejected 
by  a  large  majority.  There  were  at  all  limes 
many  who,  from  courtesy  6r  other  motives,  would 
vote  for  leave  to  introduce,  but  who  were  at  the 
same  time  opposed  to  tb?  measure.  He  had  at  one 
time  intended  to  vote  for  leave  himself,  but  as  the 
Senator  from  Maine,  [Mr.  Williams,]  who  had 
Uken  the  lead  against  the  measure,  had  indicated 
his  intention  to  vote  against  the  motion,  he  would 
follow  him  as  his  leader  on  this  occasion. 

He  had  asserted  that  the  measure  could  not  suc- 
ceed, on  the  ground. that  the  objections  to  acting  on 
the  subject  at  this  time  were  overwhelming.  If 
there  was  no  other,  it  was  all  sufficient  that  the 
dnty  on  sak,  under  the  compromise  act,  was  going 
off  as  fast  as  the  wants  of  the  Treasury  and  the  in- 
terest? of  commerce  would  permit.  It  is  already 
reduced  to  about  six  or  seven  cents  the  bushel,  and 
would  be  redaced  the  next  three  years  to  about  two 
cents.  In  the  mean  lime,  the  Treasury  will  need 
all  its  means  to  meet  its  engagements,  and  the  inte- 
rests of  commerce  would  be  injuriously  affected  to 
make  the  reduction  more  rapid  than  it  will  be.  All 
changes  in  the  rates  of  duties  ought  to  be  made 
gradually,  even  when  it  tended  to  lighten  the  bur- 
den. 

Mr.  C.  said  that  he  was  far  from  thinking  that  the 
time  already  spent  in  the  discussion  of  this  motion 
was  lost.  It  had  made  developments  important  to 
be  known  by  those  whom  he  represented,  some  of 
which  were  highly  favorable  to  their  future  pros- 
p  Tity  and  quiet,  and  others  of  an  opposite  charac- 
ter. Of  the  former,  he  heard  with  pleasure  the  very 
sensible  ai)d  manly  remarks  of  the  Senator  from 
Maine  nearest  to  him,  [Mr.  Williams.]  He  took 
the  true  ground.  He  asked  no  protection  for  the 
great  interest  of  navigation,  in  which  his  constitu- 
ents are  so  vitally  interested,  and,  he  would  add, 
the  whole  Union.  All  he  wanted  was  fair 
play.  Take  off  your  protection  on  iron,  on 
hemp,  on  salt  beef  and  pork,  and  other  oppressive 
duties,  which  bear  down  our  navigation,  and  you 
may  take  off  your  bounties,  was  his  manly  language 
to  the  mover  of  this  resolution;  and  he  clearly  show- 
ed ihat  Ihe  f  real  interest  which  he  defended  would 
be  the  gamer  by  the  change.  Mr.  C.  said,  I  will 
uphold  him  in  a  provision  so  perfectly  reasonable 
and  just,  and,  for  one,  will  not  assent  that  the  boun- 
ties shall  be  repealed,  whatever  my  opinion  may  be 
in  the  abstract  as  to  their  propriety,  till  the  burthen 
>  is  removed.  The  same  principle  by  which  he  was 
impelled  to  resist  oppression,  impelled  him,  with 
equal  force,  to  uphold  what  is  just  and  reasonable; 
and  here  we  have  a  striking  illustration  of  the  great 
impropriety  of  acting  on  the  tariff  by  separate  and 
detached  items,  as  is  proposed  on  this  occasion.  It 
is  almost  the  inevitable  consequence  of  such  a 
course,  that,  while  one  interest  is  benefitted,  ano- 
ther is  oppressed.  On  this  account,  he  was 
adverse  to  touching  the  subject  till  the 
whole  system  of  duties  was  brought  regularly 
under  review,  as  it  must  be  at  the  next,  or  the  suc- 
ceeding session,  under  the  compromise  act.    In  the 


mean  lime,  he  considered  the  great  navigating  in- 
terest of  the  country,  which  was  so  essential  to  the 
prosperity  and  defence  of  all  others,  among  the 
most  depressed  at  present.    He  was  startled  in 
looking  over  an  able  document  from  the  chairman 
of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  of  the  other 
House,  just  laid  on  our  table,  at  the  rapid  encroach- 
ment of  tbrcign  navigation  on  our  own.    In  1826 
the  domestic  stood  to  the  foreign  tonnage  as  942,20& 
to  105,654;  and  in  1837  (the  short  space  of  10  or  11 
years)  ihey  stood  as  1,299,720  to  765,703.    At  this 
rate,  ihe  foreign  will  soon  exceed  our  own  tonnage 
in  ©ur  own  pons.    This  relative  falling  off  claimed 
immediate  and  serious  investigation,  and  the  appli- 
cation of  some  efficient  remedy.    Without  pretend- 
ing to  any  particular  knowledge  of  the  subject,  he 
did  not  doubt  that  one  of  the  most  powerful  causes 
in  producing  this  unfavorable  result,  was  the  ex- 
panded— no,  that   was   not  strong    enough — the 
bloated  stale  of  our  currency,  which,  by  raising 
prices  far  beyond  what    they  on»ht   to  be,  was 
weighing  so  heavily  on  the  prostrate  energy  of  the 
country,   and  especially  on  all  those  branches  of 
industry  which,  like  navigation,  had  to  compete 
abroad  wiih  nations  that  had  a  less  expanded  and 
a  sounder  currency.    This  he  believed  to   be  the 
main  cau.se;  and  next  to  it  he  placed  the  oppressive 
protective  duties,  now  fortunately  going  off  under 
the  compromise  act,  which  so  greatly  enhanced  the 
price  of  bhipbuilding,  the  rigging,  and  supplying 
vessels,  as  well  as  the  wagfs  of  seamen.    Against 
this  oppressive  load  our  foreign  navigation  had  no 
compensation.    It  had  to  meet  the  competition  of 
other  nations  on  the  broad  ocean,  weighed  down 
wifh  the  enormous  duties  on  iron,  hemp,  cordage, 
and  almost  every  other  article  that  entered  into  the 
construction,  the  rigging   and  supply  of  vessels, 
without    a    particle    of    protection    to     lighten 
the    burden,     just    as    our     great     staple    in- 
terest,  the   cotton,    rice,    and   tobacco,   had    to 
meet  the   competition  of  all   the  world  in  the 
foreign  markets  with  the  like  burden,  without  pro- 
tection, or  the  probability  of  protection.    And  for 
what  was  this  oppressive  load  laid  on  these,  the 
great  sources  of  national  opulence  and  prosperity? 
To  protect  certain  branches  of  industry,  which 
were  dignified  with  the  name  of  home  industry, 
against   foreign   competition — not  on  the    broad 
oceaii,  not  abroad  in  foreign  markets,  but  at  home, 
and  at  their  own  doors.  We  who  had  to  go  abroad 
and  contend  with  all  the  world,  were  weighed 
down  with  an  oppressive  bond,  that  other  branches 
should  have  a  monopoly  at  home !    And  yet  there 
arc  those,  if  we  may  judge  from  what  we  have 
hes^rd  in  this  discussion,  who  not  only  denounce  the 
act  by  which  this  load  is  going  off,  but  are  ready 
to  renew  the  protective  system  with  all  its  injustice 
and  oppression. 

But  against  the  voice  of  such  he  (Mr.  C.) 
was  happy  to  hear  that  of  the  Senator  from 
Pennsylvania  farthest  from  him,  [Mr.  Buchan4n.] 
He  look  high  and  correct  ground.  He  opposed 
this  motion  because  it  violated  the  compromise. 
That  Senator  has  done  no  more  than  justice  to  that 
act.  It  terminated  honorably  and  fairly,  without 
the  sacrifice  of  any  interest,  one  of  the  most  dan- 
gerous controversies  that  ever  disturbed  the 
Union,  or  endangered  its  existence — not  the 
danger  of  a  dissolution  of  the  Union,  as  we 
learn  from  the  Senator,  was  anticipated  abroad. 
Xbe  danger  lay  in  a  different  direction.  Dissolu- 
tion is  not  the  only  mode  by  which  our  Union  may 
be  destroyed.  It  is  a  Federal  Unum,  a  Union  qf 
sovereign  StaUs,  and  can  be  as  effectually  and  much 
more  easily  destroyed  by  consolidation  than  by  dis- 
solution. He  who  knows  the  history  of  our  race, 
and  the  working  of  the  human  breast,  best  under- 
stands the  great  and  almost  insuperable  difficul- 
ties in  the  way  of  dissolution.  There  is  scarcely 
an  instance  on  record  of  any  people,  speaking 
the  same  language,  and  having  the  same  Go- 
vernment and  laws,  that  hav*e  ever  dissolved 
their  political  connection  through  internal  causes 
or  struggle.  He  excluded,  of  course,  colonies 
throwing  off  the  control  of  the  parent  country,  or 
a  partition  of  kingdoms  by  monarchs.  The  con- 
stant struggle  is  to  enlarge  and  not  to  divide;  and 
there  neither  is  nor  ever  has  been  the  least  danger 
that  our  Union  would  terminate  in  dissolution.  Bat 


the  danger  on  the  oppojiie  side  is  imminciit,  uwii 
foreseen  from  the  first  by  our  wisest  statesmen  aad 
most  ardent  patriots;  and  never  was  that  iluEcr 
more  menacing  than  when  the  gallant  tndpi^ 
otic  State  he  represented  gave  the  blow  thatWto 
the  compromise.  Thai  blow  was  not  to  destro? 
but  to  save  the  Union;  not  for  disunion  bni  aninst 
consolidation;  and  most  effccmal  did  i<  prove.  It 
brought  the  protective  system  to  the  groaaj,  ne^^ 
1o  rise  again;  that  system  which  has  bruagbt  soch 
innumerable  disasters  on  the  coanirj,  aDd  which 
had  well  nigh  terminated  oar  Union  in  consolida- 
lion,  and,  with  it,  the  establishment  of  despoiie 
power.  At  its  very  basis  laid  the  assampiioo  of 
a  power,  which,  if  it  had  been  established,  would 
have  made  this  a  Governmcni  of  unlitnited  power, 
and,  of  course,  a  consolidated  Qovemmeot.  It 
aff^umed  that  duties  and' taxes  might  be  hud  aot 
only  for  revenue,  for  which  purpose  only  the  power 
was  granted,  but  that  they  might  be  perverted  to 
the  purpose  of  encouraging  one  pnrsait  and  di^ 
cou raging  another;  that  is,  that  the  revenue  power 
might  be  converted  into  a  Venal  and  rewanliii| 
power— the  power  of  rewarding  one  class  of  ia- 
dustry  and  punishing  another.  Who  does  not  see 
that  the  assumption  of  such  a  power,  on' the  put  | 
of  this  Government,  would  give  it  unlimited  coo-  j 
trol  over  all  the  pursuits  and  business  of  life,  and 
the  entire  industry  and  prosperity  of  the  coontrf. 

Acting  on  this  false  and   dangerous  assoinplioa,    \ 
the  protective  system  had  been  introdneed,  aod '  j 
pushed  to  the  most  extravagant  extent,  under  the 
act  of  1838.    Under  its  bali^ful  influence,  the  great    I 
staple  interest  of  the  South,  and  that  of  the  naviga-    | 
lion  of  the  East  were  paralyzed,  while  certain  othen    I 
were  made  to  flourish.    To  effect  this,  milUoas  oa    j 
millions  were  taken  from   the  people   and  ponied    | 
into  the  ^public  Treasury;  where  it  constitoted  a  tU    \ 
fund  for  extravagance  and  unconstitutional  expcA>    : 
ditures,  corrupting  the  community,  and  eztendiag    i 
the  power  and  patronage  of  the  GrovemneDt  be-    | 
yond  the  limits  consistent  with  our  free  instiiutioas.    i 
This  vast  patronage,  concentrated  in  the  handsof  the 
Executive,  had  rendered  that  department  all  pot-    | 
erful,  and  was  thereby  rapidly  leading  the  way  to    \ 
the  consolidation,  not  of  the  whole  power  of  the 
legislature  in  this  Grovernmeot,   but   the  wbok  •  i 
power  of   the   Government  in  that  departmrat 
It  was  against   such  a  system,  producing  aoeh   j 
consequences,      that      the      blow     was   stradt, ' 
bravely   and   magnanimously   struck,  that   led   ' 
to    the   compromise    act    that  this    motioB  is    j 
intended  to  disturb.    It  was  successful.    Itwaidir   I 
rected  at  the  root  of  the  evil.    It  has  sto}^  Ihe 
excessive  flow  into  the  Treasury,  and,  followed  «p 
by  the  deposite  act  of  1836,  it  has  emptied  itof  ib 
corrupting  ma.«s.    He  saw  clearly  that  reform, w)^ 
an  overflowing  Treasury,  was  impossible,  espedil- 
ly  when  that  overflow  consisted  of  bank  notes,  h 
was  impossible  to  arreft  .aste,  or  limit  patronage^ 
till  the  means  which  sustained  them  wereezhaastei 
That  great  object  is  now  effected;  and  retrenduaeiti 
economy  and  reform  must  follow,  or  woe  to  IfaM 
in  power,  and,   when  they  gain  the  asoendaa^i  , 
then  will  the  blow  which  was  dealt  against  coM» 
daiion,  and  for  the  Union  and  our  free  iostttotioM^ 
have  effected  the  gr«at  and   patriotic  purpose  ii- 
ttndedby  those  who  directed  it,  andof  wbMil 
shall  ever  be  proud  of  (taving  been  one.    Tbepn* 
tective  system,  which  has  been  the  cause  of  all  tha 
mischief,  has  fallen  prostrate  before  it  in  tbedud 
He  who  undertakes  to  revive  its  putrid  caitm 
will  perish  in  the  attempt. 

He  (Mr.  C.)  waa  happy  to  hear  the  fkutUt 
from  Pennsylvania  [Mr.  BnciiAifAM]  avow  his  ^■ 
tention  to  carry  out  the  oompromiae  act  to  itt  jw 
extent,  and  that  he  was  prepared,  on  areadjastaflft 
of  the  duties  under  its  provisions,  to  restrict  Ihitt 
to  revenue  simply,  as  is  provided  by  the  aetlia^ 
ing  the  protection  to  mannfacttires  to  such  aditt  ' 
tal  protection  as  was  consistent  with  revenpe^Vi 
in  no  case  exceeding  twenty  per  cent,  to  ^^h^  * 
highest  duties  would  be  redaced  in  1849.  H* 
was  going  back  to  the  original  principle  whiok  fi* 
vemed  in  the  first  imposition  of  duties  on  inPJ^ 
and  he  was  happy  to  hear  the  avowal  coming  Ml  - 
the  quarter  It  did,  and  in  which  be  trusted  the  9^ 
nator  uttered  the  voice  of  the  powerful  Sttiejg 
represented.     There    were    bnt  .  "- 
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on  which  ihetr  readjosUneHt  coold  take  place, 
unless  the  Government  should  have  the  mad- 
ness of  going  back  to  the  protective  policy, 
vfaich  be  did  not  apprehend.  The  one  was 
that  saggesied  by  the  Senator;  and  the  other,  that 
of  KringiDg  the  whole  duties  to  one  uniform  low 
average,  ad  valorem,  without  any  discrimination 
Ibr  or  against  any  duty.  It  would  be  too  soon  to 
£scus8  the  relative  merits  of  the  two  at  this  time, 
and,  in  fact,  he  bad  not  made  up  his  mind.  A 
leriev  must  soon  take  place;  it  cannot  be  post- 
poned beyond  one  or  two  years,  when  it  will  be  the 
proper  lime  to  examine  ihfir  respective  merits. 
In  (he  mean  time,  be  was  prepared  to  say  that  he 
voald  be  ready  to  go  into  it  with  a  liberal  spirit 
tnd  a  disposition  to  do  equal  and  exact  justice  to 
aO,  and  to  adopt  that  whic^,  afier  a  full  examina- 
tion, shall  appear  to'  be  the  best  calculated  to  pro- 
mote the  interest  and  harmony  of  the  whole. 


REMARKS  OF  MR.  THOMAS, 
Of  Maryland, 
h  Bonn  of  Rtfresentatives,  January  9, 1839— Onj 

the  resolution  providing  /or  the  appointment  of 

a  committee  to  inquire  into  the  defalcations  of 

Samuel  Swartwout. 

The  qoestioQ  being  on  Mr.  Wise's  amendment, 
ibat  the  committee  be  chosen  by  ballot — 

Mr.  THOMAS  rose  amidst  loud  cries  for  the 
qncstkMi.  He  said:  I  am  not,  Mr.  Speaker,  to  be 
checked  by  mde  calls  from  any  quarter.  I  have 
mfeigoed  respect  for  the  wish  of  a  majority  of  this 
House;  and  believing  that  there  is  a  desire  to  take 
Ihe  question  before  we  adjourn,  I  shall  compress 
my  remarks  within  a  very  short  space  of  time. 
But  1  have  a  right  to  be  heard.  When  it  is  recol- 
keied  the  opponents  of  the  Admioistraiion  have 
eoosamcd  nearly  all  of  the  time  which  has  been  de- 
voted to  thus  debate,  it  is  but  reasonable  that  they 
diooki  hear  patiently  and  politely  one  of  its  friends. 

In  accordance  with  my  promise  to  be  brief,  I 
diall  omit  every  thin^  I  was  about  to  say  as  to  the 
eooductofthe  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  and  offi- 
cers of  his  Department,  involved  in  this  discussion. 
Whether  they  could,  or  could  not,  by  the  exercise 
of  due  diligence,  have  prevented  the  loss  of  much 
of  the  public  money  that  has  been  embezzled,  I 
vill  not  now  inquire.  When  all  the  facts,  if  therQ 
an  anymore  material  facts  to  be  collected, 'are 
broQght  to  light  by  the  committee  to  be  appointed, 
it  will  be  time  enough  to  examine  how  far  these 
officers  are  culpable. 

The  first  question  now  before  us  is  that  brought 
forward  by  the  gentleman  from  Viiiginia,  [Mr. 
Gi^LANO*.]  He  proposes,  in  this  instance,  to  de- 
part from  tbc  usual  mode  of  appointing  cummit- 
tees,  and  to  elect  the  committee  now  to  be  chosen 
by  ballot.  After  hearing  the  arguments  which 
have  been  urged  in  support  of  this  proposition,  it 
is  one  that  should  not  receive  my  vote,  no  matter 
what  was  the  nature  of  the  duties  to  be  performed. 
Gentlemen  complain  that  our  presiding  officer  has 
placed  upon  some  of  the  most  important  commit- 
tees ordered  by  the  House  a  majority  of  the  friends 
of  the  Administration,  and  urge  this  circumstance 
as  good  cause  for  depriving  the  Speaker  of  the 
power  te  make  the  selection  in  this  instance.  This 
jogument  ought  not  surely  to  have  an  influence 
ii|oa  those  by  whom  the  Speaker  was  chosen.  We 
voted  for  him  because  he  was  known  to  be  friend- 
ly to  the  Administration.  We  expected  that  he 
vonid,  in  compliance  with  the  uniform  practice  of 
those  who  had  |ireceded  him,  place  upon  the  most 
importnnt  committees  a  majority  of  the  friends  of 
fte  AdjBinlstration.  The  dominant  party  in  the 
House  is  responsible  to  the  country  for  tli^  public 
Heamres  tu  be  brought  forward  by  Uie  standing 
CAinmtttees,  and  ought  to  have  the  power  necessa- 
if  to  frame  and  fashion  those  measures  before  they 
tte  reported.  This  has  been  always  conceded.  It 
iiiOttld  be  claimed  now,  unless,  indeed,  the  friends 
ti  the  Administration  are  willing  to  admit  that 
^flf  aure  not  to  be  confided  in,  and  that  the  superior 
fsiriotlsm  of  their  opponents  must  be  put  in  re- 
^tsition.  For  one,  for  myself,  and  for  my  politi- 
m  associates  here,  I  spurn  indignahily  all  insinu- 
ittoBS  and  imputations  tending  to  such  a  conclu- 


sion. If  the  friends  of  the  Administration,  have 
the  majority  in  thii>  House,  they  should  claim  and 
exercise  the  right,  through  the  Speaker,  to  organize 
the  important  committees.  If  they  are  in  a  mino* 
rily,  produced  by  a  combination  of  Conservatives 
and  Whigs,  they  must  submit,  and  will  be  relieved 
by  the  country  from  that  responsibility  to  which 
they  are  now  held,  under  the  belief  that  they  have 
control  in  this  body. 

Not  content  with  denouncing,  generally,  the 
Speaker  for  the  manner  in  which  he  has  organized 
the  committees,  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  [Mr. 
Wise]  has  selected  an  instance  to  prove  that  these 
denunciations  are  merited.  If  the  other  cases 
which  he  has  not  adduced  are  like  that  particularly 
referred  to,  the  gentleman  has  done,  in  my  opinion, 
cruel,  gross,  monstrous  injustice.  The  select  com- 
mittee on  the  subject  of  the  public  lands  was  to 
consist,  according  to  the  order  of  this  House,  of  one 
member  from  each  of  the  States.  In  executing 
this  order,  the  Speaker  had  not  unlimited  discre- 
tion. He  was  required  to  i  elect  one  member  of  the 
committee  from  each  State.  He  was  bound  to  sup- 
pose, too,  that  the  House  designed  that  the  will  of 
the  several  States  should  be  respected  in  the  selec- 
tion of  the  member  of  the  committee  to  which  the 
States  were  to  be  respectively  entitled.  Take, 
then,  these  most  obvious  considerations  into  view, 
and  it  will  be  seen  (hat  gentlemen  who  complain 
that  their  peculiar  opinions  as  to  the  manner  in 
which  the  land  fund  is  to  be  disposed  of  are  not 
probably  to  be  sanctioned  by  this  select  committee, 
are  themselves  in  fault.  If  they  had  ordered  a 
committee  to  be  appointed  generally,  .without  im- 
posing limitattons  upon  the  Speaker,  he  could  have 
had  reference  to  the  supposed  will  of  a  majority  of 
the  House.  But  the  movers  in  this  matter  thought 
proper  to  do  otherwise.  They  have  directed  that 
the  States,  without  regard  to  population,  should  be 
put  upon  an  equal  fooling  in  the  committee,  and 
now  complain  because  their  own  rule,  when  fairly 
worked  out,  does  not  show  that  a  majority  of  the 
States  and  a  majority  of  this  House  concur  as  te 
the  mode  in  which  the  land  fund  shall  be  disposed 
of.  In  support  of  the  premises  upon  which  their 
reasoning  is  founded,  I  beg  leave  to  advert  to  a 
few  facts.  The  complaint  against  the  Speaker  is 
founded  in  the  supposed  fact  that  a  majority  of  this 
Land  Ck>mmiUee  is  hostile  to  the  distribution 
among  the  several  States  of  the  money  derived  from 
the  sales  of  the  Western  lands.  Could  the  Speak'er, 
consistently  with  the  order  of  the  House,  have  pro- 
duced a  different  result?  There  are  ten  States  repre- 
senlei)  here  having  lands  within  their  limits,  and 
known  to  be  hostile  to  the  distribution.  From 
each  of  these  States,  then,  ten  members  of  the  com- 
hiittee  were  noce^sa^iIy  to  be  taken  hostile  to  that 
plan.  From  New  Hampshire,  the  representation 
harmonizes,  in  hostility^  to  distribution,  so  that  no 
sound  objection  can  be  urged  to  the  selection  of  the 
gentleman  who  has  been  chosen  to  represent  that 
State.  The  member  of  the  commities  selected  for 
Georgia  has  submitted  a  plan  of  his  own  for  dis- 
poSiiDg  of  the  proceeds  of  the  land  sales;  he  is  one 
of  the  majority  of  the  delegation  from  that  Stale, 
and  I  know  no  rca*(on  why  the  Speaker  should 
suppose  that  he  would  not  act  in  accordance  with 
the  wishes  of  those  whom  he  in  part  represents. 
From  Maine ,  the  member  of  the  committee  coin- 
cides in  opinion  on  this  subject  with  the  majority  of 
his  colleagues,  and,  I  presume,  will  speak  the  sen- 
timents of  the  parly  known  to  be  in  the  ascendancy 
in  that  Stale.  The  member  of  the  committee  from 
Pennsylvania  is  one  of  the  majority  of  the  delega- 
tion from  that  State  here,  and  is  of  the  political 
party  in  the  ascendancy  at  home,  and  could,  there- 
fore, without  impropriety,  be  selected  to  represent 
the  State*  In  addition  to  this,  he  was  not  here  at 
the  commencement  of  the  session  to  be  placed  on 
one  of  the  standing  committees,  and  this  furnished 
good  reason  for  the  preference  given  him  over  his 
colleagues.  Here,  then,  are  fourteen  members  of 
this  committee,  being  a  majority,  for  whose  selec- 
tion an  unprejudiced  mind  can  find  good  and  suf- 
ficient reasons,  without  imputing  to  the  Speaker  a 
desire  tu  thwart  a  favorite  measure  of  any  one.  It 
is  not,  necessary,  therefore,  to  review  further  this 
proceeding,  to  vindicate  the  Speaker  from  a  most 
unjust  attack.    If  it  were  necessary  to  do  so,  ma- 


terial could  be  found  in  the  choice  made  of  mem- 
bers of  this  committee  from  Virginia  and  Vermont. 
From  the  latter  State  a  friend  of  the  Administra- 
tion has  been  overlooked,  and  the  preferenca  pro- 
perly given  to  one  of  its  opponents.  And  from 
Virginia  a  gentleman  has  beeii  selected  who  Is  in 
the' minority  of  the  delegation  from  that  State  here, 
and  who  must  be  in  the  minority  at  home,  unless 
the  people  of  the  State  have  changed  their  opinions, 
and  are  now  in  favor  of  distributing  the  money  of 
the  United  Slates  for  purposes  of  education  and  in- 
ternal improvements  in  the  States.  Although  the 
last  gentleman  named  may  not  accx>rd  in  opinion 
with  the  sentiment  of  his  State,  yet,  as  there  is  rea- 
son to  doubt  upon  that  question,  there  can  be  no 
objection  to  his  selection,  as  he,  like  the  gentleman 
from  Georgia,  has  a  favorite  plan,  to  be  submit- 
mitted  to  the  comniitlee  of  which  they  are  mem- 
bers. These  considerations  were  urged  by  me  pri- 
vately to  the  gentleman  last  referred  to  [Mr.  Ro- 
BsaTSON]  in  conversacion,  soon  aAer  this  commit- 
tee had  been  selected,  when  I  had  enjoyed  no  op- 
portunity to  learn  the  motives  by  which  the  pre- 
siding officer  had  been  influenced.  They  were  then, 
they  are  now,  esteemed  by  me  good  reasons  to  re- 
move unfounded  suspicions,  and  to  guard  against 
ungenerous  imputations.  Besides,  where  do  gen- 
tlemen get  the  extraordinary  notion  that  this  com- 
mittee was  to  be  composed  of  gentlemen,  a  majori- 
tv  of  whom  were  to  favor  any  particular  measure? 
There  is  certainly  nothing  to  be  found  in  the  pro- 
ceedings of  this  House  to  jiistify  such  an  opinion. 
To  this  committee  the  House  has  referred  a  con- 
munication  from  the  Land  Office,  and  varying  pro- 
jects offered  to  the  House  by  different  members. 
This  being  the  case,  there  can  be  no  pretext  for  the 
supposition  that  one  plan  for  disposing  of  the  pro- 
jceeds  of  the  lands  was  to  have  given,  to  it  a  pre- 
ference over  another  in  the  organization  of  the  com- 
mittee. It  was  the  duty  of  the  Speaker  to  place 
upon  the  committee  members  reflecting  every  va- 
riety of  opinion  which  had  befen  indicated  in  this 
House,  as  far  as  this  could  be  done  consistently 
with  his  obligation  to  choose  one  member  from  each 
Slate.  And  this  he  has  done  in  a  manner  that 
ought,  with  all  liberal  men,  to  shield  him  from 
censure. 

Finding  nothing  in  these  proceedings  to  destroy 
confidence  in  the  presiding  officer  of  the  House,  I 
must  be  permitted  to  express  my  regret  that  two 
gentlemen  from  Virginia,  [Mr.  Garland  and  Mr. 
Mason,]  who  were  elected  as  friends  of  the  Admi- 
nistration, and  who  represent  districts  8uppo.sed  to 
be  of  the  same  creed,  should  separate  from  their 
former  political  associates  upon  this  occasion.  It 
cannot  be  contended  that  the  commttte  *  to  be  ap* 
pointed  will  have  much  to  do  in  connection  with 
any  default  that  has  occurred,  except  those  of  the 
collectors  and  atloraey  of  New  York.  Tlie  re?  olu- 
lion  before  us  Is  very  general  in  its  terms,  and  has 
reference  to  all  defalcations  of  public  officers,  from 
the  origin  of  our  Government  to  the  present  mo- 
ment. But  then  we  all  know  that  the  extracts  from 
the  public  records  have  furnished  all  the  informa- 
tion expected  to  enable  us  to  judsre  ©f  the  conduct 
of  those  public  officers  who  are  involved  in  those 
transactions.  So  far  as  the  officers  of  the  Govern- 
ment are  concerned,  we  have  no  reason  to  expect 
that  further  information  will  be  collected  in  the 
New  York  defaults.  We  have  before  us  extracts 
from  the  public  documents  in  these  cases  also,  suffi- 
cient to  decide  upon  the  culpability  and  capability 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  and  his  subordi- 
nates. What,  then,  is  this  committee  to  be  espe- 
cially appointed  for?  Not,  sir,  to  afford  an  op,'Qr- 
tunily  for  a  combination  of  Whigs  and  Conserva- 
tives lo  make  a  report  against  an  In  dependent  Trea- 
sury. Not,  sir,  to  get  up  by  such  means  a  book  or 
treatise  on  our  financial  condition,  lo  be  distributed 
with  a  view  to  prejudice  the  public  mind  against 
the  leading  measures  of  the  Administration.  We 
have  a  right  to  suppose  thtit  this  committee  is  to  be 
organized  for  ."some  practical  purpose.  We  know 
that  the  collector  at  New  York  has  embezzled  a  very 
large  amount  of  public  money.  We  desire  to  know 
where  this  money  is,  to  see  whether  any  portion, 
and  what  portion,  of  it  can  be  recovered.  These  be- 
ing the  objects  for  which  this  coipmitlee  is  to  be 
appointed,  let  us  look  to  the  facts  of  the  case  to  de- 
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tennine  upon  the  propriety  of  .depriving  the  Ad- 
ministratioD  of  the  ad\rantage  of  having  the  inrestl- 

SUion  eomtnitted  to  a  majority  of  its  friends.  The 
dmlnistcation  is  held  responsible  for  the  loss  of 
this  money:  it  oaght,  on  that  accoant,  to  have  the 
means  furnished  to  a<^.ertain  who  has  it,  and  how 
mneh  of  it,  can  be  recovered.  The  documents  be- 
fore US  show  that  a  very  large  proportion  of  the 
money  embezzled  by  Swiirtwoat,  with  whom  Price 
is  probably  connected,  was  derived  from  collec- 
tions said  to  ba  made  from  the  merchants  of  New 
York  in  the  first  and  second  quarters  of  the  year 
1837.  The  question  naturally  arises,  was  all  this 
money  actually  paid?  Were  there  any  compro- 
mises between  the  cullecror  and  the  merchants,  by 
which  their  bonds  were  discharged,  by  any  means 
except  by  Uie  actual  payment  of  the  whole  amount 
of  tht  money  due!?  I  know  nothing  of  the  mer- 
chants concerned.  I  know  not  whether  there  is  one 
single  man  amongst  them  capable  of  collusion  with 
the  collector  to  deprive  the  Government  of  its  just 
dnf .  My  respect  for  human  nature  forbids  me  to 
believe  that  there  has  not  been  a  bona  fide  payment 
oa  the  part  of  these  merchants  of  every  dollar  due 
upon  their  bonds,  as  stated  by  Swartwout.  But, 
in  ordering  this  examination,  the  House  must  pro- 
ceed upon  the  supposition  that  all  of  the  money 
for  which  Swartwout  is  in  default  has  not  been 
used  by  him  alone.  And  in  looking  to  ascertain 
whether  others  are  concerned,  it  is  most  natural 
that  we  should  turn  our  attention  to  those  with 
whom  we  know  the  defaulter  was  intimate  and 
had  moneyed  transactions  to  a  large  extent.  Ta- 
king this  view,  then,  of  This  matter,  adverting  to 
the  point  to  which  the  investigations  of  the  com- 
mittee are  naturally  t9  be  directed,  I  appeal  to  gen- 
tlemen on  ihi?  floor  who  profess  to  be  frien  lly  to 
the  Administration — I  appeal  especially  to  the  gen- 
tlemen ttom  Virginia,  to  whom  I  have  alreidy  ta- 
ken the  liberty  to  address  myself,  and  ask, 
why  shaold  the  usual  mode  of  appointing  commic- 
.tees  be  departed  from?  Why  .should  the  examina- 
tion not  be  conducted  by  the  friends  of  the  Admi- 
nistration, to  be  held  responsible  for  the  loss  of 
public  property?  I  repeat,  the  conduct  of  the  offi- 
cers of  the  Treasury  is  not  to  be  inquired  into  in 
connection  with  the  New  York  defalcation.  We 
have  copies  of  the  records  from  the  Department  ex- 
hibiting iheir  connection  with  this  traiusaciion. 
Those  extracts  exhibit  the  whole  case  except  in 
that  particular  feature  of  it  which  directs  the  mind 
to  thoFe  private  citizens  who  may  have  had  deal- 
ings with  Swartwout.  It  cannot  be  pretended  ihat 
the  friends  of  the  Administration  in  private  life  are 
most  probably  involved  in  this  stupendous  fraud, 
and,  therefore,  a  majority  of  that  party  ought  not 
to  be  chosen  to  prosecnte  this  proposed  scrutiny. 
The  probabilities  are  all  on  the  other  side.  Swart- 
wout did  not  vote  for  the  present  Chief  Magistrate. 
He  has  long  cherished  towards  him  feelings  of  de- 
cided hostility.  He  enjoyed,  we  all  know,  about 
the  time  most  of  this  money  was  embezzled,  the 
confidence  of  the  Whig  and  Conservative  mer- 
chants generally  of  New  York.  His  intimate  as- 
sociations must  have  been  chiefly  with  those  politi- 
cal classes.  Amongst  them,  then,  I  repeat,  we 
should  look  for  information  to  enable  us  to  discover 
to  whom  and  how  this  money  has  been  disposed  of. 
Without  intending  to  intimate  that  any  discoveries 
will  be  made — in  fact,  I  believe  little  will  be  learn- 
ed that  we  do  not  now  know — I  insist  that  the 
scrutinies  of  this  committee  must  have  a  direction 
that  justifies  an  adherence  to  the  customary  mode 
in  its  selection.    But,  if  this  mode  is  now  to  be  de- 

Sarted  from,  let  us  not  have  a  choice  made  in  the 
ark.  If  one  known  to  the  public,  responsible  for 
his  acts,  is  not  to  name  this  committee,  then,  sir, 
let  us  proceed  in  a  way  to  know  wh^re,  upon 
whom,  the  responsibility  is  to  rest.  Before  I  sit 
down,  I  shad  propose  to  strike  out  the  words  "by 
ballot,"  in  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia,  and  insert  in  lieu  of  them  the  words  "viva 
V9ce.^^  If  this  proposition  should  prevail,  the  public 
will  be  guarded  against  many  evils  which  will  be 
inevitable  if  the  practice  of  electing  committees  by 
ballot  shall  ever  prevail  in  this  House. 

Before  I  Uke  n^y  seat,  I  desire  to  comment 
briefly  upon  one  or  two  topics  introduced  mto  this 
diBcassion.    An  attempt  has  been  made  to  throw 


upon  the  present  and  Jlhe  last  Administrations  re- 
sponsibility for  the  defalcation  of  which  I  have 
been*speaking.  A  few  well  known  facts  wilt  place 
that  matter  in  its  true  position  before  the  public. 
The  present  Chief  Magistrate  did  not  appoint  Mr. 
Swartwout.  He  never  had  confidence  in  htm. 
But  gentlemen  may  say,  why  did  he  not  remove 
him?  Is  there  any  one  who  will  deny  but  that  Mr. 
Van  Buren  would  have  be«;n  most  ruthlessly  de- 
nounced, if,  upon  commg  into  the  Presidency,  he 
had  forthwith  removed  ihe  collector  of  New  York, 
who  had  been  appointed  in  1834,  at  the  instance  of 
the  most  respectable  merchants  of  New  York,  and 
who  enjoyed,  in  the  spring  of  1837,  the  entire  con- 
fidence of  the  whole  mercantile  community  where 
his  duties  were  to  be  performed?  11  be  had  been 
removed  under  such  circumstances,  the  President 
would  have  been  lampooned  and  vilified  from  all 
quarters,  by  the  Opposition,  for  havmg,  as  it  would 
have  been  said,  turned  out  a  faithful  and  popular 
public  officer,  ^^imply  because  he  had  not  voted  for 
the  present  Chief  Magistrate  at  the  election  of 
1836.  But  it  will  be  said  the  Administration  is  to 
bo  oensured  for  failing  to  discover  these  defalca- 
tions at  an  eariierday.  To  this  charge  I  have 
not  an  opportunity  now  fully  to  respond.  Whether 
there  has  been  too  much  confidence  placed  in  the 
late  collector  at  New  York  by  some  of  the  officers 
of  the  Treasury  Department,  I  will  not  now  under- 
take to  discuss.  If  gentlemen  will  examine  the 
whole  subject  without  prejudice,  they  will  find  that 
the  legislative  branch  of  the  Government  has  much 
to  answer  for  in  the  premises.  Under  the  old  de- 
posit e  system,  collectors  and  other  public  agents 
had  too  easy  an  access  to  the  public  money.  To 
this  conclusion  the  public  mind  is  rapidly  tending, 
ai>d  it  is  to  be  hop^d  that  Congress^will,  before  we 
adjourn,  take  care  to  throw  new  guards  around  the 
public  treasure.  That  the  laws  are  now  &uch  as 
to  have  afforded  opportunities  to  the  New  York 
collector  to  escape  detection,  no  matter  bow 
searching  had  been  the  examinations  made  into  his 
transactions,  can  be  shown  without  difficulty.  But 
I  shall  not  now  go  into  that  branch  of  the  discus- 
sion. I  shall  content  myself  for  the  present  by 
showing  that  Swartwout  eluded  the  vigilance  of 
distinguished  men  whoj^e  doty  it  was  to  examine 
into  ihe  matter,  to  whose  capacity  for  high  office, 
integrity,  and  patriotism,  the  whole  Opposition  in 
this  House  will  cheerfully  bear  testimony.  And 
when  Ihave  shown  this,  I  shall  claim  that  the  de- 
nunciations uttered  here,  in  the  coarsest  style, 
agciin^tthe  Administration,  are  revolting,  from  the 
groisness-  of  their  injustice. 

In  March,  1834,  Mr.  Swartwout  was  nominated 
for  reappointment.  At  that  time  rumors  were 
afloat' prejudicial  to  his  character  as  a  public  officer. 
He  had,  nevenhelew,  the  recommendations  of  most 
of  ilic  respectable  Whig  merchants  of  the  city  of 
New  York.  The  suspicions  which  had  been  ex- 
cited found  their  way  into  the  Senate  chamber  be- 
fore his  nomination  had  been  acted  on.  An  inves- 
tigation into  their  truth  was  had  in  that  body.  We 
have  no  means  to  decide  with  entire  certainty  who 
conducted  that  examination.  We  know,  however, 
that  it  is  the  practice  of  the  Senate,  when  in  secret 
session,  to  refer  nominations  of  collectors  of  cus- 
toms to  the  Committee  on  Finance.  We  know  that 
at  that  session  of  Congress,  Mr.  Webster,  Mr.  Ty- 
ler, Mr.  Mangum,  Mr.  Ewing,  and  Mr.  Wilkiiis, 
four  opponents  and  only  one  friend  of  the  Adminis- 
tration, composed  the  Finance  Committee.  To  these 
gentlemen,  then,  we  have  authority  for  sayiag  the 
Senate  referred  the  nomination  of  Mr.  Swartwout. 
It  became  their  duty  to  inquire  into  the  truth  or 
falsehood  of  the  suspicions  a()oat,  that  the  nominee 
had  not  accounted  for  all  the  public  money  received 
by  him.  That  committee  had  access  to  all  the  laws 
and  regulations  of  the  Ti-casury,  and  to  all  the  oe- 
turns  made  by  Swartwout  to  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment, 10  which  the  officers  of  the  Treasury  had  ac- 
cess, to  enable  them  to  delect  defalcation.  Not- 
withstanding, no  defalcation  was  discovered,  al- 
though' it  now  appears  that  Swariwoui^s  peculations 
commenced  in  1830,  and  were,  in  1834,  when  his 
nomination  was  confirmed  by  a  Whig  Senate,  then 
very  iarrgc  in  amount.*     These  things  ought  to 
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teach  gentlemen  moderation  and  decency  of  lan- 
guage, when- discoursing  upon  the  conduct  of  thost 
who  have  the  laws  to  execute.  They  should  teach 
more  than  that — they  should  load  us  to  suspect  iba 
there  is  fault  in  the  laws,  since  a  public  defauher 
could  so  eficetually  elude  detection,  notwithstand- 
ing his  conduct  was  strictly  inquired  into;  and  we 
should  set  about  correcting  this  evil  at  its  source, 
by  now  guards  to  secure  the  public  treasure. 

Besides  diis,  there  are  other  things  to  be  learoed . 
from  the  facts  to  which  I  have  referred.  The 
most  uumeasured  abuse  has  been  heaped  upon  the 
present  and  last  Administrations,  and  upon  the 
whole  party  by  the  whole  pany  by  which  they 
were  supported.  We  have  listened  day  alter  di^ 
to  the  charge  that  the  whole  are  corrupt.  Sir,  I 
mutt  say  that  sueh  a  chaige  is  a  slander,  no  matter 
from  what  quarter  it  may  come.  And  I  know, 
too,  that  my  won^  will  be  responded  to  by  the 
great  mass  of  the  pf^pple.  of  all  political  complex- 
ions. However  men  may  differ  as  to  the  naanner 
in  which  ooi*  Qofemmont  shall  be  admiaiHefed, 
they  will  not  believe,  they  do  not  believe,  that  bMse 
motives  influence  any  r€spejuble  portion  of  that 
immense*  mass  composing  the  Administration  and 
its  supporters.  But  upon  what  evidence  is  this 
charge  of  general,  universal  corruption  foanded) 
A  public  officer  here  and  there,  it  is  discovered,  has 
embexzled  public  money.  Tq  a  liberal  mind.  So  a 
roan  having  some  little  confidence  in  the  integrity 
of  human  nature,  such  occurrences  would  le»lto 
the  charge  of  negligence,  inattention  on  the  pan  o(f 
those  whose  duty  it  was  to  guard  against  dmults. 
But  a  different  course  is  adopted,  and  bad  mctitpes 
are,  in  all  cases,  impated.  How  are  gend«iiioii  to 
be  circumstanced,  if  this  rule  were  applied  to'ilieBk 
in  the  case  of  Swart  went?  Under  the  la^t  Adtfi- 
nistration  he  was  appointed  to  office.  He  was  not 
removed  forthwith  by  the  present  AdministxafioB. 
And  gentlemen,  upon  this  state  of  the  facts,  say 
both  these  Administrations  are  corrupt.  MTell,  lur, 
what  then  would  be  the  coaditton  of  the 
Conservative  and  Whig  parties?  A  Whig 
Senate  committee  examined  into  the  oondtec 
.of  Swartwout,  as  collector,  and  approved  it 
in  1834.  Whig  merchants  of  New  York,  well 
acquainted  with  him,  recommended  bim  for  ap- 
pointment at  the  same  period,  and  a  Whig  Senate 
confirmed  it.  In  January,  1837,  after  this  man  had 
steeped  himself  in  peculations,  but  before  that  was 
known  to  the  public,  he  was  a  vice  president  of  a 
Conservative  meeting  in  New  York,  Che  proceed* 
mzs  of  which  I  now  hold  in  my  hand.  Vast  a«w« 
bcrs  of  copies  of  these  proceedings  were  poblidkd 
at  the  time,  and  forwarded  to  their  consUtQeali  by 
Whig  and  Conservative  members  of  the  Hootef 
In  March,  1837,  the  same  man  pre^ded  at  a  awel- 
ing  to  nominate  a  candidate  for  mayor  of  New 
York,  to  be  supported  by  the  Censer vativea,  who 
were  not  peady  openly  to  join  the  Opposition.  la 
July  of  the  same  year  he  signed  thecelebraied  let- 
ter to  Mr.  Tallmadge,  approving  his  potitkal 
course,  aad,  in  the  same  month,  was  chaiimaa'of 
a  meeting  of  the  friends  of  the  credit  gyslem  od 
opponents  of  an  Independent  Treasury,  held  n  the 
National  Hall,  in  the  city  of  New  York.  la  al 
these  various  capacities,  for  all  these  acts,  Svaft* 
wont  was  applauded,  countenanced,  and  «neoar* 
aged,  by  the  whole  Opposition.  He  was  thair  pl^ 
htical  associate.  Neverthelei^s,  he  was  (hea  adi^ 
faulier.  He  had  large  amounts  of  the  ptihtieaip^ 
ney  flraudnlenity  in  his  posse^on,  and  tised,  do^U* 
less,  large  sums  of  it  to  print  and  ch^cnlate  the  ^  i 

remarks  junder  an  impression  that  noaiuiatkd»#f 
collectors  of  the  customs  were  uniformly-,  in  aedRI 
session  in  the  Senate,  referred  to  the  Comn' 
on  Finance.  In  this  he  aherwai^  diacowmf  I 
was  a  mistake.  Nomihaticms  of  that  cfaaV 
to  the  Committee  on  Commerce,  and  no 
Committee  on  Finance.  Messrs.  SilAe^  ] 
Alabama,  Wrlgbt,  Wa^Egaman,  and  Smtwifo^ 
posed  the  Ccmmittee  oti  Oomtn^ree^bfiflh^  a 
when  the  nomin«tion  of  BwartWout  fby  ^ 
mont  was  m^e.  These  gentlemett,  thMt* 
^ere  Whigs,  weni  imposed  np^  hy  M_ 
They  were  lod  to  believe  that  >Jb  9kppiMa 
correct,  and  his  nomination.  wiM^j^.^^*^^' 
and  finally  rati4odimaaimoit^"fi)^tite  sfiia 
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eomeots  to  which  I  bare  referred,  to  teach,  in  the 
lanxfuage  of  them,  sound  public  aud  privat«  morals 
to  the  American  people. 

Th«9e  facts  are  not  passed  thus  rapidly  in  re- 
Tiew  to  wound  the  feelings  of  those  who  have  been 
thus  identified  with  a  public  detaaltpr.  It  is  not 
ia  mf  nature  to  intimate  that  a  whole  party  is  cor- 
rupt because  here  and  there  one  of  its  prominent 
members  has  proved  himself  to  be  unworthy  of 
public  or  private  confidence.  These  facts  are  ad- 
dneed  solely  to  make  gentlemen  feel  the  monstrous 
outrage  upon  every  principle  of  justice  and  pro- 
priety which  Is  so  often  committed  here  by  gentle- 
men who  continually  charge  with  corruption  a 
whole  party  without  better  cause  than  that  now 
fnmiaiied  by  the  case  of  Swartwout  t6  denounce, 
JB  like  coarse  language,  both  to  the  Conservative 
■nd  Whig  branches  of  the  Opposition. 

In  conclusion,  I  have  to  say  that  I  shall  vote  for 
the  vt««  voce  mode  of  yoting  in  preference  to  that 
by  ballot,  and  that  I  shall,  iu  justice  to  the  Admi- 
aisinition,  an3  to  the  Speaker,  and  for  the  purpose 
of  ensuring  a  proper  prosecution  of  the  investiga- 
tion to  be  ordered,  vote  to  have  the  committee  in 
ihiicase  appointed  in  the  customary  mode,  by  the 
presiding  officer. 

Mr.  T.  then  moved  to  aimend  the  amendment 
to  the  resofotion  by  striking  out  the  words  "by 
bollot,''  and  inserting  the  words  "wa  wee." 


On  a  subsequent  day,  in  the  same  debate,  in  re- 
ply to  Messrs.  Mmsrss,  Laoabs,  and  HorrMAit, 

Mr.THOUASsaid  he  rose  under  pleasurableemo- 
tioRs.  He  had  listened  with  gratification  to  the  con- 
ftudiDcrenarksof  the  gentleman  from  New  York, 
{Ifr.  HopFMAN.]  Amidst  that  torrent  of  obloquy  and 
veproacb  flowing  in  from  all  quarters  upon  Swart- 
wwt,  the  gentleman  from  New  York  docs  not 
shrink  from  the  discharge  of  a  duty  due  to  a  former 
pefsonal  and  political  friendship.  He  tellb  the 
Home  and  the  country  that  the  great  defaulter  has 
aoite  redeeming  qualities.  This,  doubtless,  is 
true;  for  there  is  a  ^'green  spot"  in  the  arid  waste 
of  the  darkesi  human  characters.  No  man  thinks 
otherwiee  who  is  guided  in  his  judgment  of  others 
by  diat  golden  rule,  ^ven  with  simplicity  and 
dearness  by  the  poet  of  Scotland.  Bums  says: 
**Geody  Man  your  brither  UMin, 

Btill  gmtler  ilaier  woman; 
Though  they  may  ganf  a  kenin  wrang, 
Tb  Btftp  aaida  10  husian." 

But  again,  I  say,  why  are  the  crimes  of  those 
Vho  oppose  ihe  Administration  to  be  palliated  and 
nitigated  in  our  discussions  here,  while  Ihe  slight- 
fM  en^rs  of  all  who  are  its  frtehds-are  seized  hold 
of  to  furnish  occasion  for  ruthless,  reckless,  and 
acBUdaleas  deaanciation? 

B«t,  sir,  under  a  momentary  impulse^  I  am  out 
of  tte  eoocse  1  have  marked  for  myself. 

Before  I  make  a  brief  reply  to  the  three  gentle- 
men who  have  noticed  my  remarks  made  ob  this 
qoestsott,  it  is  due  to  the  gentleman  from  Ken- 
todty,  (Mr.  Mknkpec,]  and  to  myself,  that  I 
Aould  ascertain  whether  I  was  correct  in  suppos- 
lig  that  be  did  not  intend,  by  his  remarks  on  Wed- 
aaiday  last,  to  offer  to  me  an  indignity. 

Mr.  MCNfiPEE.  I  hope  the  gentleman  does 
aoc  wish  to  force  me  into  an  expression  of  my  opi- 
Biott  of  htm,  or  of  any  other  person. 

Mr.  THOMAS.  I  ask  the  gentleman  whether 
Ik  intended,  by  his  remarks  or  manner,  to  ofl>r  me 
an  inealt  To  this  question  I  am  entitled  to  have 
am  answer. 

Mr.  MBNEFEB.  Oh,  eertainiy,  certainly  I 
vltl.  I  only  intended  to  relieve  myself  from  so- 
periiaman  infloences.  As  to  offering  the  gentle- 
SMn  an  Hffront,  I  have  too  much  respect  for  myself 
in  Uils  place  to  offer  an  afiVont  to  any  gentleman. 

Mr.THOMAa  I  am  satisfied  with  the  expla- 
sstkn.  I  have  bat  little  to  say,  then,  of  the 
■peech  of  the  gentleman  intended  as  an  argument 
ta  fnteMioe  the  Houie.  Instead  of  replying  to 
i^kai  I  did  any,  he  avoided  every  Httle  point  &ere 
'Wtm^a  'Wf  VMMtfks.  Persisttog  aa  he  did  in  im- 
yMftg-^  'oie  trtttit  I  did  not  say,  I  hare  a  right 
t»  «itfMii»ikiatiieeomidefed  my  poeiiions  imprcg* 
.««M&  BMiagtftat^ie-gctitleman  ftiisaiiderstood 
aae,  I  toek  thi»  titntltfle  toeomptit  him.  ^e  in^st- 
#d,noMvMhiiaadia|f,HlMt J hM  admiited  uifqtiaU'- 
ftedly  the  responsibility  oftba  Administration  for 


the  li'SS  of  Ihe  public  money  purloined  by  Swar^ 
woot.  Now  if,  in  the  course  of  the  debate,  Ihaa 
used  language  capable  of  that  construction,  cour- 
tesy required  of  the  gentleman  to  permit  me  to  state 
my  true  meaning  and  inteniion,  and  he  should 
then,  if  he  could,  have  replied  to  what  I  did  say. 

Mr.  MENEPEB.  The  gentleman,  from  Mary- 
land, three  times  over,  declared  the  prima /««<  re- 
sponsibility of  this  Administration.  He  declares 
that  he  did  not  mean  to  say  so. 

Mr.  THOMAS.  Fortunately,  I  have  armed  my- 
self with  authority  upon  this  point  that  cannot  be 
disputed.  I  took  the  precaution,  on  the  evening  of 
the  day  when  I  spoke  before,  to  address  a  letter 
to  the  reporter  for  the  National  Intelligencer,  (Mr. 
Stansbury,)  asking  him  to  send  me  his  notes  of  my 
remarks.  Those  notes  I  now  hold  in  my  hand. 
They  were  taken  at  the  time,  without  a  view  to  an 
issue  like  this  between  the  gentleman  and  myself. 
And  in  every  instance  in  those  notes,  where  I  am 
made  to  speak  of  the  responsibility  of  the  Adminis- 
tration, I  used  the  words  as  I  have  stated,  **held 
responsible."  In  no  instance  does  the  reporter  re- 
present that  I  used  the  words  imputed  to  me  by  the 
gentleman  from  Kentucky.  This  must  surely  set- 
tle the  question,  as  to  the  accuracy  of  the  recollec- 
tion of  the  gentleman.  And  as  the  foundation  upon 
which  his  speech  mainly  rested  is  thus  destroyed, 
the  superstructure  must  fall  also. 

Mr.  MKNEFEE.  Will  not  the  gentlemen  now 
say  that  the  Administration  is  prtma/oeic  responsi- 
ble f»r  defaults  of  publicofficers? 

Mr.  THOMAS.  Boubtles  the  Chief  Magistrate 
is  considered  by  the  public,  prima/act^  justly  respon- 
sible for  the  loss  of  money  entrusted  to  the  custo- 
dy of  an  officer  appointed  by  him.  But  from  this 
responsibility  he  is  relieved  as  soon  as  it  is  shown 
that  he  used  all  reasonable  precautions  to  guard 
against  a  default.  '  In  the  case  of  Swartwout,  I 
have  contended  that  General  Jackson  is  exculpated 
by  the  facts  already  known,  and  which  have  been 
so  often  referred  to  in  this  debate.  We  are  not  to 
suppose  that  he,  or  any  other  President,  can  guard 
effectually  against  all  errors.  The  President  has 
thousands  and  tens  of  thousands  of  public  officers 
to  appoint.  From  these  officers  official  bonds  are 
to  be  taken.  It  is  the  duty  of  the  President  to 
take  care  to  place  men  in  office  having  a  good 
character,  and  to  exact  from  them  bondsmen 
known  to  be  responsible. 

In  Swartwout^s  case,  tlie  Fecuriiies  on  bin  bondi«, 
it  is  conceded,  we r$  good;  and  I  have  shown  that 
he  was  considered  honest  and  capable  by  the  mer- 
chants and  o  the  no,  of  all  parties,  in  the  midst  of 
whom  he  lived.  Having  shown  (his,  I  contend 
that  the  responsibility  to  which  the  late  President 
was  to  be  held  in  the  first  instance  is  thrown  off; 
and  I  have  contended  further,  that  the  present  Chief 
Magistrate  cannot  with  propriety  be  called  to  ac- 
count for  omitting  to  remove  Swartwout  when  he 
had  no  knowledge  of  his  default;  nor  have  we  evi- 
dence to  justify  a  harsh  condemnation  of  the  Se- 
cretary of  the  Treasury  who  confided  in  the  integri- 
ty of  a  man  who  has  deceived  all  who  trusted  him. 
This  was  the  course  of  my  former  remarks.  In- 
stead uf  answering  them,  language  has  been  im- 
puted to  me  which  was  never  used,  and  gentlemen 
have  been  demolishing  the  creations  of  their  own 
imaginations. 

To  the  notes  upon  which  I  have  relied  to  correct 
one  error,  I  have  looked  (osee  where  the  three  gen- 
tlemen who  have  undertaken  to  reply  to  me 
[Messrs.  Mekspbe,  Leoarb  and  Hoffman]  dc 
rived  authority  far  imputing  to  me  a  claim  to  be 
exempted  IVom  those  infirmities  which  sway  the 
judgments  of  us  all.  In  these  notes  I  can  find  not 
one  word  justifying  this  criticism.  The  reporter 
says  that  I  declared  I  spurned  the  idea  thai  I,*or 
my  party,  had  not  full  as  much  honesty  as  our  op- 
ponents. Upon  this  solitary  declaration  these  gen- 
tlemen cannot  surety  have  founded  this  declama- 
tion about  my  pretensions  to  disinterested  patri- 
otism. To  these  fancy  sketches  of  the  gentlemen  I 
do  not  feel  called  up  jn  to  reply. 

Having  shown,  as  I  think,  ^at  nothing  which  I 
did  say  has  been  impugned  by  the  gentleman  from 
Kentucky,  and  that  the  personal  allusions  of  the 
gentlemen  named  are  without  warrant,  I  will, 
in  a  few  sentences,  endeavor  to  dispose  of  the  re- 


ma(  ks  of  the  two  other  gentlemen  who  have  noticed 
my  remarks. 

I  have  here  again  to  complain  of  misrepresenta- 
tion, onintendonal,  without  doubt.  The  gentleman 
from  South  Carolina  [Mr.  Lcgark]  represents  thai 
I  have  declared  that  the  Administration^meaning, 
I  presume,  the  Executive^ought  to  have  the  ap- 
pointment of  the  members  of  our  committees.  1 
made  no  such  preposterous  declaration.  In  con- 
firmation of  my  recollection,  I  refer  again  to  the 
notes  of  the  reporters  for  the  National  Intelligencer. 
I  contended,  and  now  contend,  that  the  friends  of 
the  Administration  on  this  floor,  if  they  have  the 
power,  ought  to  have  the  control  in  our  principal 
committees.  Gentlemen  of  the  Opposition  seek  to 
make  us  responsible  for  every  thing  done  in  this 
House.  Every  extravagant  appropriation  is  charged 
to  the  Republican  party;  and  yet  the  men  who 
make  the  charge  seek  to  deny  to  the  same  party  the 
power  to  appoint  the  committees  who  are  to  mature 
and  recommend  the  passage  of  the  bills  in  pursu- 
ance of  which  the  public  money  is  to  be  expended. 
Against  this  injustice  I  have  protested,  and  will  pro- 
test; and  in  so  doing,  feel  that  I  am  justified  by  the 
proceedings  of  all  parties  who  have  had  majorities 
in  this  body,  and  by  the  public  opinion  of  the 
country. 

The  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  would  have 
been  correct  if  he  had  imputed  to  me  the  declara- 
tion that  the  Administration,  meaning  the  Execu* 
live,  ought  to  have  a  majority  in  the  committee  of 
investigation,  about  to  be  appointed.  I  believe 
that  the  public  interests,  as  well  as  a  sense  of  jus- 
tice to  the  Executive,  demands  this  at  our  hands. 
Need  I  recapitulate  the  reasons  already  assigned 
for  this  opinion?  I  contend  that  this  investigation 
is  one  of  a  peculiar  character.  We  cannot  prac-  ^ 
tically  institute  an  inquiry  at  this  short  session 
into  tlie  operations  and  condition  of  all  the  various 
departments  of  this  Government.  Whatever  may 
be  the  language  of  any  resolution  we  may  adopt, 
I  maintain  that  no  one  committee  to  be  appointed, 
can  undertake  to  examine  fully  in  all  their  bearings, 
any  other  one  of  the  defaults  of  public  officers 
already  known,  if  they  first  scurutinize,  in  all  its 
ramifications,  that  stupendous  fraud  which  has 
been  committed  at  New  York.  It,  on  account  of 
its  magnitude,  and  other  circumstances,  has  an 
importance  that  gives  it  a  claim  above  all  others 
to  attention.  Of  that  fraud,  I  have  insisted  that 
we  have  a  right  to  suppose  every  thing  natural  to 
the  issue  has  been  communicated  that  can 
be  gathered  from  the  public  records  here  or 
at  New  York.  In  all  the  departments  there 
are  men  instigated  by  their  political  feelings 
to  expose  the  malconduct  of  their  official  asso- 
ciates; and  it  is  reasonable  to  suppose  that  they 
have,  directly  or  indirectly,  commuqicated  all  the 
facts  10  be  found  on  the  public  records  implicating 
any  one  of  the  public  officers.  The  committee  is 
not,  then,  as  gentlemen  suppose  it  to  be,  appointed 
to  ferret  out  the  misconduct  of  the  public  officer^in 
the  New  York  case.  We  have  in  that  case  the  law 
and  the  facts  before  us  to  form  au  opinion;  but  we 
need  further  information  as  to  the  unofficial  col- 
leagues and  associates,  if  there  be  any,  of  Swart- 
wout; and  I  must  believe,  until  the  contrary  ap-  ^ 
pears,  that  they,  if  they  exist  at  all,  will  be  found, 
not  in  the  ranks  of  the  friends  of  the  Administra- 
tion, but  in  the  polidcal  ranks  where  he  has  stood 
since  1836;  and  if  ^o,  the  Opposition  members  of 
this  House  have  no  just  cause  to  conclude  that 
they,  constituting  a  majority  of  this  committee, 
would  be  more  diligent  or  persevering  than  others 
in  conducting  the  examinations  required.  On  the 
contrary,  they  would  be  less  apt  than  the  occasion 
demands  to  doubt  the  infallibility  of  their  own 
political  friends;  and  it  cannot  be  denied  but  that 
those  who  are  politically  identified  with  the  Execu- 
tive would  most  diligently  strive  to  trace  out  and 
recover  the  money  which  Swartwout  has  embez- 
zled, since  they  see  that  an  effVirt  has  been  made, 
and  is  to  be  made,  to  fix  upon  the  Executive  all 
the  responsibility  to  be  incuned,  if  no  part  of  the 
money  lost  is  restored  to  the  public  Treasury. 

But,  sir,  whatever  may  be  the  views  of  gentle- 
men upon  the  point  I  have  just  examined,  we  ought 
all  U)  concur  in  preferring  that  the  election  of  die 
committee  shall  not  be  made  by  ballot.  By  pro- 
ceeding in  that  mode,  we  may  be  involved  in  much 
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difficulty.  I  presume  that  it  is  the  purpose  of  tlie 
House  to  have  all  parties  faitly  represented  in  this 
committee.  So  much  has  been  said  about  the  par- 
tiality of  the  Speaker,  that  I  will  not  suppose  that 
the  House  are  about  to  oi^ginize  a  committee  less 
fairly  than  he  has  done.  The  Speaker  has,  in  all 
cases,  had  all  parties  well  represented  on  the  im- 
portaBt  committees.  How  can  we,  if  we  proceed 
by  ballot,  foresee  the  result?  We  may  have  a 
committee  composed  entirely  of  members  of  one  or 
the  other  party.  One  member  of  the  House  will 
Bot  know  who  are  balloted  for  by  others;  and  it 
may  happen  that  a  majority  of  the  House,  desiring 
to  have  a  fair  committee,  may  have  that  wish  frus- 
trated by  a  tew  members  acting  in  phalanx,  while 
the  great  majority  of  us  are  acting  without  concert 
or  previous  consultation.  If,  on  the  contrary,  we 
proceed  to  elect  viva  voce,  each  member  will  have 
an  opportunity  to  see  how  others  vote,  and  the 
House  may  select  a  committee  entitled  to  the  confi- 
dence of  the  country. 
The  gentleman  from  New  York  has  thought 

'  proper  to  deliver  a  eulogy  upon  the  merchants  of 
the  city  of  which  he  is  a  Representative.  -There 
did  not  appear  to  me  to^  be  any  necessity  for  so 
doing.  No  one  has  undertaken  to  question  the  in- 
tegrity of  the  great  body  of  the  merchants  any 
where.  There  is  no  class  of  citizens  who  can  have 
strict  justice' done  to  all  who  compose  it,by  eulogies 
or  condemnations  pronounced  upon  the  whole  mass. 
There  are  honest  men  and  rogues  to  be  foand 
among  farmers,  manufaatarers,  or  mechanics;  and 
the  gentleman  miist  not  consider  me  illiberal  in 
supposing  that  there  may  be  one,  two,  or  even  a 
half  dozen  black  sheep  in  the  flock  of  merchants 

^  whom  he  has  praised  in  such  handsome  language. 
Notwithstanding  all  that  has  been  said  of  them  as 
a  body,  and  I  respond  to  most  that  has  been  said,  it 
may  appear  that  one  or  more  of  these  merchants, 
whose  bonds  were  delivered  up  by  Swart wout,  gave 
in  exchange  for  them, not  money,  but  houses  and 
lots,  or  fancy  slocks,  estimated  at  four  times  their 
intrinsic  value. 

I  was  about  t^  dwell  a  moment  upon  the  ques- 
tion, how  far  is  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
chargeable  with  ncglgence  in  failing  to  discover  the 
defalcation  of  Swartwout  at  an  earlier  day.  But  I 
will  not  do  so  now.  I  will  merely  remark,  that  no 
candid  man  will  deny  but  that  the  defective  charac- 
ter of  our  laws  aAurded  facilities  to  commit  ihe 
plunder  of  which  the  late  New  York  collector  is 
guilty.  He  was  authorized,  under  the  law,  to  re- 
tain large  amounts  of  public  money  in  his  hands,  to 
pay  the  salaries  of  officers  in  the  employment  of  ihe 
United  States  at  New  York,  and  to  satisfy  claims 
of  merchants  of  various  characters  and  of  large 
amotint,  arising  under  our  revenue  laws.  Besides, 
und«»r  the  old  deposite  law,  which  is  now  extinct, 
the  collector  had  placed  to  his  own  credit,  in  the  de- 
posits* bank**,  all  the  money  received  from  mer- 

»  chanus  in  payment  of  duly  bonds.  This  immense 
fund  he  could  dispose  of  as  he  pleased,  without 
having  ihe  previous  consent  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury. 

That  this  discretionary  power  oaght  not  to  have 
been  given  to  any  one  man,  we  all  now  see  and  con- 
fess. But  the  law  which  conferred  it  did  not  ema- 
nate from  the  Executive  Department.  It  was  pass- 
ed by  Congress,  and  received  the  sanction  of  all 
parties  here.  And  now,  when  the  discretionary 
power  which  it  gave  to  our  collectors  of  the  cus- 
toms has  been  grossly  abused  by  one  of  them,  an 
attempt  is  made  to  heap  upon  the  head  of  one  man, 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  all  that  responsibili- 
ty which  should  be  shared,  in  some  degree,  by  every 
{>ublic  man  who  has  aided  to  frame  the  system  of 
awi  regulating  the  Treasury  Department.  There 
is  a  sense  of  stern  justice  in  the  public  mind,  that 
will  revolt  at  such  a  procedure.  Again,  I  say,  let 
us  perfect  the  laws,  and  then,  and  not  till  then, 
arraign  the  chief  Executive  officers  for  a  failure  to 
gnard  against  all  misconduct  upon  the  part  of  those 
in  employment  under  them. 


REMARKS  OF  MR.   KEIM, 
Of  Pennsylvania, 
In  the  House  of  RepresentativtSt  January  11,  1839 — 
On  the  bill  for  erecting  a  dry  dock  at  Ne^v  York. 
The  above  named  bill,  which  Mr.  Patnter  had 


moved  to  anJend  so  us  to  provide  f(»r  a  similar  im- 
provement at  Philadelphia,  being  under  considera- 
tion, 

Mr.  KEIM  said  he  should  trouble  the  commit- 
tee but  a  short  time,  but  could  not  allow  this  op- 
portunity to  pass  by  without  briefly  expressing  his 
views  on  a  proposition  which  had  met  with  such 
decided,  and  to  him  unexpected,  opposition.  He 
could  perceive  a  disposition  to  refase  the  amend- 
ment of  his  colleague,  [Mr.  Pitntsr,]  and  deny 
that  to  Philadelphia  which  was  propo^d  for  New 
York.  But  if  this  was  the  intention,  he  trusted  the 
bill  itself  would  be  rejected;  for  there  had  not  been 
advanced  a  single  reason  in  favor  of  one  situation 
that  did  not  with  equal  force  apply  to  the  other. 

He  would  ask,  in  what  respect  Philadelphia  was 
less  worthy  than  her  sister  city  of  the  bounty  and 
protection  of  the  General  Govamment?  Is  there 
less  skill  amongst  her  mechanics?  It  iii  too  well 
known  that  she  stands  unrivalled  for  all  that  science 
can  suggest,  or  ingenuity  can  achieve,  in  the  art  of 
shipbuilding.  Will  it  be  contended  that  materials 
are  there  procured  at  greater  cost?  Or  on  what 
possible  ground  can  the  committee  have  reported 
this  bill,  without  being  obnoxious  to  the  charge  of 
partiality?  It  is  not  for  Philadelphia  alone  that 
this  improvement  is  urged,  but  for  the  benefit  of 
the  whole  Union.  It  is,  as  a  national  measure, 
essential  to  the  welfare  of  the  whole  countryi  and 
connected  closely  with  the  protection  of  an  exten- 
sive line  of  coast,  otl^erwise  entirely  at  the  mercy 
of  an  invading  enemy.  In  the  midst  of  a  war  it 
is  no  time  to  incur  the  risk  of  sending  ships  to 
other  distant  ports  for  the  purpose  of  completing 
them.  What  a  reproach  upon  the  patriotic  feel- 
ings of  our  indpsirious  working  men,  that  they 
should  witness  a  ship  of  the  line  lying  in  ordinary, 
because,  forsooth,  there  is  no  facility  for  her  com- 
pletion! There  is  too  much  danger,  not  only  from 
the  elements  themselves,  but  from  the  steamers  of 
the  enemy,  to  countenance  the  propriety  of  any 
ship  of  war  quitting  port'without  being  prepared  for 
battle. 

Pennsylvania  demands  as  a  right  the  fullest  pro- 
tection to  her  commerce.  That  mighty  Common- 
wealth, through  an  extensive  system  of  internal 
improvement,  at  an  expense  of  more  than  |95,000,- 
000,  has  concentrated  her  trade  from  the  interior 
to  her  metropolis.  The  interest  of  nearly  every 
section  of  the  State  finds  a  matket  at  Philadelphia. 
And  is  it  asking  too  much  that  it  should  find  at 
least  the  assurance  of  safely  at  the  hands  of  the  Ge- 
neral Government?  The  erection  of  dry  docks 
was  one  of  Mr.  Jefferson's  earliest  and  most  favor- 
ed topics.  In  his  message  to  Congress  in  1803,  be 
earnestly  recommended  the  commencement  of 
dry  docks  in  this  district,  capacious  enongh  for  13 
frigates  of  44  guns  eah.  And  when  we  reflect  at 
the  lapse  of  time  that  has  occurred  since  then,  it  is 
impossible  to  withhold  oar  admiration  at  the  saga- 
city of  that  great  statesman  and  philosopher.  Thii^ 
ty-six  years  have  now  elapsed,  and  although  eadi 
succeeding  Administration  has  ui^ged  similar  ob- 
jects, yet  such  is  the  apathy  on  the  subject,  that  it 
betdkens  a  great  and  culpable  neglect  somewhere. 
Shall  it  be  said  that  we  will  only  adopt  measures 
when  other  nations  have  rejected  them,  or  when  the 
march  of  improvement  shall  have  superseded  their 
necessity?  The  necessity  for  dry  docks  at  every 
naval  station  is  indisputable;  nay,  is  conceded  by  the 
concurrent  opinions  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy 
and  Navy  Commissioners.  By  them  calculations 
have  been  made  of  the  great  expense  and  loss  of 
time  that  occurs  iti  repairing  vessels  below  the  wa- 
ter's edge,  and  the  advantages  of  a  dry  dock  are 
very  clearly  set  forth.  The  report  of  the  commit- 
tee also  insists  that  every  navy  yard  should  have  a. 
dock. 

**  The  necessity  for  dry  docks  being,  then,  well 
established,  the  inquiry  will  be,  how  nmny  are  re- 
quisite? And  here  starts  the  question,  whether, 
to  secure  a  proper  efficiency  In  our  naval  construc- 
tion, it  is  not  nece^ary  that  every  navy  yard  should 
have  a  dock.  One  thing  is  clear  and  certain,  and 
was  well  said,  that  in  time  of  war  vessels  cannot 
be  taken  from  the  port  where  they  are  fitted,  to 
another  port,  to  be  docked,  without  great  risk  of 
capture.  Another  suggeatidn  is,  that  to  secure  a 
ship  every  advantage  in  sailing,  her  form  shoaU 


be  kept  to  its  original  shape;  and  lest  she  might  be 
strained,  or  receive  bruises  to  her  bottom,  in  sail- 
ing for  another  port,  it  is  desirable  she  shoald  be 
coppered  at  the  yard  where  she  wai  built. .  Again, 
it  is  suggested  that  no  ship  of  any  magaltodeshoQld 
be  coppered  on  her  ways,  being  liable  to  have  bet 
copper  injured  from  launching.  However  careful 
carpenters  and  calkers  may  be,  leaks  are  frequent. 
ly  left,  which  will  discover  themselves  as  soon  as 
the  ship  is  launched,  and  can  then  be  sobstaQiially 
repaired  as  soon  as  ^e  is  got  into  dodc.  It  would, 
moreover,  probably  be  no  more  than  an  act  of  joi- 
tice  to  the  mechanics  and  ship  builders  at  each  sui> 
tion,  that  the  arrangement  at  each  yard  should  be 
.such  as  would  enable  them  fully  to  complete  the 
word  before  it  went  to  sea.  Under  this  view  of 
this  subject,  it  does  appear  to  be  a  matter  of  in- 
portance,  if  not  of  essential  necessity,  that  a  d^ 
dock  should  be  constructed  at  each  of  the  navy 
yards  where  Tcsaels  of  a  large  class  or  size  are 
built.** 

There  are  many  objections  from  Southern  gen. 
tlemen  as  to  the  locating  of  these  improvemeais, 
and  many  scruples  entertained  as  to  the  expendi- 
ture to  carry  them  on.  It  seemed  to  him  (Mr.  K.) 
that  no  measure  could  be  more  explicitly  detailed 
under  the  provisions  of  the  Constitution  tbaa  thi& 
The -power  *Ho  provide  and  maintain  a  navy^  bso 
explicit  that  **he  who  runs  may  read'*  and  com' 
prehend  it;  nor  can  any  contend  that  a  navy  caa 
be  provided  without  means  are  dispensed  for  tbat 
purpOM. 

The  policy  of  delay  has  been  practised  too  long 
for  any  good  resalL  A  few  thousand  dollars, 
promptly  applied  to  the  satisfaction  of  a  few  lodiai 
claimants,  might  have  saved  the  expenditure  of 
twenty  millions  in  the  Florida  war,  a  few  dollars, 
promptly  invested  now,  may  save  us  iacalcalabk 
sumsj  when  the  period  returns  which  shall  prese&l 
a  hostile  fleet  upon  our  coast.  In  all  baman  eal* 
culation,  the  atmosphere  of  peace  may  soon  be 
reddened  with  blood,  and  its  dull,  portentous  sileiice 
be  disturbed  by  flashes  of  fire  and  the  thander  of 
cannon. 

It  will  then  be  too  late  to  resort  to  any  effort  that 
will  divert  our  physical  energies  from  deeds  of  war 
to  works  of  peace,  fa  defence  of  the  conatiya 
human  hecatomb  most  assuage  the  neglect  of  a 
high  duty,  so  often  and  so  justly  solicited  from  as. 

He  was  sorry  to  hear  his  colleague  [Mr.  Pitei- 
KtN]  denounce  these  appropriations  as  not  being De 
mocratic,  and  had  only  now  to  say  that  he  had  yet  to 
learn  that  true  Democracy  consisted  inoppasing 
measures  having  for  their  object  the  general  delenoe 
of  the  country.  He  believed  we  were  not  oily 
empowered  by  the  Constitution,  but  that  one  of  tl» 
great  objects  for  which  our  Government  was 
establishe<t  was  to  render  aid  whenever  reqoiied^ 
to  streogthen  the  line  of  coast  defence,  and  ao  t« 
protect  it  as  to  be  prepared  to  meet  the  oonttot 
enemy. 

He  was  satisfied,  without  regard  to  seetioaal 
distinctions,   whether  of  the  North  or.  Ihe  Soaiki 
that  all  were  alike  ealitled  to  ask  aid  for  sacb  pto^ 
poses;  and  that  all  alike  ought  to  be  sustained.  Ht 
discarded  all  sectional  feelings  and  had  but  one ob* 
jtct  in  view,  and  that  was,  the  general  defence  tf 
the  whale  Union.    The  beautiful  metaphor  fiu^ 
"from  the  South  comes  the  whirlwind,  and  ooU 
from  the   North,"  cannot   apply  in  this  debaifr 
They  were  all  here,  or  ought  to  be  here,  actiagtl 
freemen  combined  for  the  public  good;  they  weft 
not  here  for  the  purpose  of  reprefenting  seettoml 
dififerenoes.      Territory  did   not  weigh  aa  aM 
with  him;  it  was  the  fitness  of  things,  the  adi^ 
tation  of  the  site  to  the  parppse  for  which  it  %^\' 
designed,  and  the  peculiar  position  of  the  eoai^i' 
no  matter  whether  North  or  Sooth,  woald  aU^^, 
find  in  him  a  friendly  support    Let  me  tell  |0%^| 
sir,  that  we  are  behind  the  age  in  most  of  ou  pN^  * 
paraiions  for  war.    Whilst  it  is  said  that  other  Mi^ 
tions  are  alroady  applying  the  steam  eogi 
their  vessels,  we  have  the  merit  of  the  first 
cation  of  the  principle,  without  a  aingle  ev ' ' 
its  utility.    There  was  no  one  opposed  to 
turesmore  sincerely  than  himself— nmieeeailfi 
uncalled  for  expenditores — bat  experience  hadeo, 
firmed  the  maxim  that  *'in  peace  we  sbonkl  pKiWj 
for  war.*'     Bcononiy  is,  indeed,  a  Tiitter  ^^^i 
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On  Mr.  RivtsU  Resobaion^Mr.  Nihi. 


Senate. 


|iroper  diserimination  between  appropriatiooa  an- 
ctllod  for  by  the  ooontrr,  and  those  which  are  esf  n- 
tia]  to  tta  safety  and  happiness,  should  ever  guide  the 
action  of  every  patriot.  For  his  part,  he  feltoonvinced 
^  his  eoostitaeots  woald  never  allow  a  ridi  har- 
vest 10  be  rained  for  want  of  protection  from'  the 
weather;  nor  would  they,  on  the  same  principle, 
aaJEer  the  jfiroperty  of  the  country  to  be  exposed  to 
diBger,  without  at  least  some  effort  to  shelter  it 
fjrom  an  invadi^  foe. 


SPEECH  OF  MR.  NILES, 
Of  CoarNKOTiouT, 
h  ftMfe,  Atmory  5,  1839— In  reply  to  the  re- 
marks of  Mr.  RiVE$„  on  the  resolution  submitied' 
by  him  eallin^  on  the  President  for  additional 
information  relative  to  the  transactions  between 
die  Government  and  the  Bank  of  the  United 
Stales,  growing  out  of  the  sales  ef  the  bonds  of 
Mid  Bank. 

Mr.  NIL*B8  addreaaed  the  Senate  as  foHows: 
Ha.  PanaDcrr:  If  any  thing  could  surprise  me, 
eoniag  from  a  eertain  quarter,  it  would  be  the  re- 
miifts  of  the  honorable  Senator  who  has  just  taken 
his  seat,  [Mr.  Rivxs;]  and  the  same  observation 
will  apply  with  equal  force  to  his  speech  the  other 
day,  on  las  first  resolution  of  inquiry,  to  which  the 
one  BOW  under  consideration  seems  to  be  a  sort  of 
soppleBient.  I  have,  however,  long  since  ceMed  to 
be  surprised  at  any  thing  coming  from  those  who 
en  be  satisfied  with  nothing  as  long  as  they  are 
not  permitted  to  have  the  direction  of  public  af- 
ihin.  What  have  we  witnessed  now  and  on  the 
eocaaon  referred  to?  A  Senator  who,  during  the 
lattwo  seffitons,  at  least,  was  first  and  foremost,  at 
an  times  and  on  all  occasions,  to  denounce  the  Ad- 
ministration for  a  coarse  of  policy  allq^  to  be 
hflHile  and  ruinous  to  the  banking  institutions  of 
the  eoontry,  suddenly  changes  his  poMtion,  and 
vilfa  equal  boldness,  and  apparently  with  sincerity 
and  oonfidence,  charges  the  same  Adreinistration, 
Mill  ptrstting,  as  was  generally  supposed,  the  same 
feooal  line  of  policy,  with  having  formed  an  im- 
proper,  suspicious  and  dangerous  connection  with 
tt  banks — a  connection  which  has  restored  the 
deposite  system  without  law,  and  which  will  finally 
icsQlt  in  the  establishment  of  a  National  Bank, 
without  the  action  of  Congress. 

The  Administration  is  now  assailed  and  de- 
•oane^d  with  a  tone  of  asperity  seldom  surpassed, 
itar  having  done  precisely  what,  we  have  heretofore 
so  often  been  told  by  the  Senator  making  the  charge, 
aad  those  with  whom  he  now  acts,  it  oaght  to 
do.  It  is  condemned  for  sn  alleged  coarse  of  policy 
frleodly  to  the  present  Bank  of  the  United  States 
and  other  State  banks,  by  the  same  men  by  whom 
It  has  been  so  long  and  so  often  denounced  for  hos- 
tility to  hanks  and  the  credit  system. 

GKr,bow  is  this  strange  movement  on  the  pol  ti> 
eal  boards  to  be  explained?  I  shall  endeavor  to 
demonstrate,  before  1  have  done,  ihat  there  has 
teen  no  change  in  the  general  policy  of  the  Admi- 
idRntion  on  this  subject.  Bat  if  there  had  been, 
(bat  wottid  be  no  explanation.  If  it  was  riirht  one 
|W  ago  to  conduct  the  financial  concerns  of  the 
SbVimment  so  as  to  favor  the  banks,  it  is  proper 
fioir.  Will  gentlemen  arge  certain  measures  on 
.^Administraiion,and  then  condemn  It  for  adopting 
Aowrery  measures?  If  what  is  now  alleged  against 
fim  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  was  true,  the  Seoa- 
Iwand  bis  associates  shoald  be  the  last  men  in 
im  eoontry  to  condemn  it.  Can  they  blow  hot 
imf.  eold  at  the  same  breath,  and  censure  a  policy 
ft>dftyduit  diey  themselves  recommended  yester- 
4qft  Ware  they  sincere  in  chargiiig  theAdmi- 
aifCntion  with  hostility  to  the  banks  last  sessioni 
V  sby  how  can  they  now  turn  round  and  denounce 

in  whkt  is  JEilleged  was  true,  for  having  revived 
I  deposdte  systemi  The  opponenis  of  that  sys- 
^^  n&gfat,  with  propflftjr,  complain }  but  with 
"^  '  propriety  or  consistency  do  censures  come 
m  friend$7  Have  the  opponents  of  the  Ad- 
l^'i^rally  a<(sumea  a  new  position;  or 
M^jfiifiK'pc^tion  one  that  belongs  to  the  "armed 
IMmiity^  only?    I  am  anxious  for  information 

t tilts  STOsel,  ibi^think  it  somewhat  important  to 
\  eomttj^  to  uiow  whether  the  Government  is 


to  be  assailed,  as  heretofore,  on  the  ground  of  an  a^ 
Ivged  hosti  I  ity  to  banks,  to  the  credit  system,  to  trade, 
commerce,  mianafactare$,  and  the  business  of  the 
country,  or  whether  this  ground  is  to  be  abandoned, 
and  a  new  and  directly  opposite  position  to  be  as- 
sumed. We  are  told  from  two  high  souroes  that 
this  ground  is  abandoned.  Mr.  Biddle,  whose 
knowledge  on  this  subject  can  hardly  be  doubted, 
says  the  controversy  between  the  Government  and 
his  Bank  is  at  an  end;  that  he  has  no  loiter  any 
thing  to  complain  of;  that  the  Bank  war  is  over, 
sad  that  he  now  abdicates  all  political  power  which 
the  hostile  policy  of  the  Qovemment  had  com- 
pelled him  to  assame.  And  the  Senator  from  Vir- 
ginia confirms  this  statement.  He  says,  that  not 
only  is  the  war  at  an  end,  but  that  a  treaty  offen- 
sive and  defensive  has  been  entered  into  between 
the  Gfovemment  aod  the  Bank  of  the  United  States. 
Future  events,  will  doubtless  throw  more  light  on 
this  subject;  but  as  the  matter  now  stands,  we  are 
bound  to  consider  that  the  Opposition  have  aban- 
doned their  old  ground,  and  assumed  a  new  po- 
sition. 

Taking  this  to  be  the  fact,  the  next  question  is 
as  to  the  eeiiie  of  this,  new  movement.  Is  it  I  a 
change  in  the  policy  of  the  Administratk»n7  Cer- 
tainly not,  for  there  has  been  no  change  further 
than  what  a  change  of  circumstances  has  occa- 
sioned. This  he  would  endeavor  to  demon^rate. 
Mr.  N.  said  he  would  assign  a  cause,  which  he  be- 
lieved to  be  the  true  one,  as  he  could  discover  no 
other.  The  clamor,  which  has  been  so  long  and 
successfully  kepi  up,  of  Jiostility  on  the  part  of  the 
Gk>vemment  towards  the  hanks  and  credit,  haa 
answered  its  purpose;  it  has  done  all  it  could  for 
the  Opposition,  at  least  for  the  present.  It  will  no 
doubt  be  resumed  after  a  while;  but  it  is  now 
rather  stale,  and  has  lost  its  influence.  But  it  has 
worked  well,  and,  aided  by  the  coK)peration  of  the 
money  power,  has  produced  two  panics,  agitated 
the  country  prodigiously,  and  revolutionized  seve- 
ral States.  A  considerable  portion  of  the  people 
believed  this  charge,  so  boldly  made,  so  persever- 
ingly  insisted  upon,  and  even  some  of  the  friends 
of  the  Administration  were  deceived,  and  thought 
its  measures  were,,  whether  so  designed  or  not, 
unfriendly  to  the  moneyed  institutions  of  the  coun- 
try. The  suspension  of  the  banks  in  May,  1837, 
gave  somewhat  a  new  aspect  to  this  controversy, 
and  the  measures  which  that  event  rendered  it 
necessary  for  the  Government  to  adopt,  gave  addi- 
ional  force  an4  effect  to  the  clamors  and  denuncia- 
tions asainst  the  Administration,  which  was  held 
responsible  for  all  the  disorders  of  the  currency  and 
the  geneial  derangement  and  interruption  of  busi- 
ness. The  additional  interest  which  these  circum- 
stances gave  to  the  subject,  in  connectk>n  with  the 
discussions  on  this  floor  on  the  Independent  Trea- 
sury bill,  and  oThet  propositions  relating  to  the 
finances,  aroused  a  universal  spirit  of  inquiry. 
The  subject  has  been  taken  up  by  the  public  press, 
and  has  been  thoroughly  examined  and.  disensMd. 

Not  only  have  ths  views  and  measures  of  the  two 
parties  been  extensively  discussed,  but  the  princi- 
ples for  which  the  friends  of  the  Administration 
contended,  have  been  partially  brought  into  prac- 
tical operation.  We  were  not  able  to  pass  the  In- 
dependent Treasury  bill;  yet  we  were  able  to  re- 
sist the  attempts  to  rcbtore,  by  legislation,  the  con- 
nection between  the  revenues  of  the  country  and  the 
banks,  and  to  maintain  that  separation  which  their 
suspension  of  payment  had  occasioned.  We 
were  enabled  to  resist  sU  attempts  at  interference 
on  the  part  of  Congress,  to  aid  the  bank^  either  by 
the  funds  or  the  credit  of  the  Government,  leaving 
those  instituiions  lo  recover,  upon  their  own  re- 
sources, and  the  operations  of  the  laws  of  trade. 
And  above  all,  w«  were  enabled  to  hokl  on  to  the 
true  standard  of  value,  the  only  safe  and  true  ;**re- 
gulator"  of  the  currency;  to  sustain  and  hold  up 
the  credit  of  the  Government,  to  the  standard  of 
gold  and  silver.  The  wisdom  of  these  mewtures 
has  been  proved  by  their  results.  Their  beneficial 
ihfluence  was  soon  perceived;  sooner  and  more 
extensively,  than  then  their  most  strenuous  advo- 
cates anticipated.  By  sustaining  ths  true  specie 
standard,  and  in  the  transactions  o(  ths  Treasury, 
receiving  only  specie  or  paper  deemed  equivalent, 
die  credit  of  the  Gov^ment  was  maintained,  which 


operated  to  raise  the  credit  of  the  sound  banks  tfi 
the  same  standard.  The  general  result  is  known. 
The  country  recovered,  in  little  more  tiuui  one 
year,  from  the  most  severe  »hock  and  revulsion  it 
ever  experienced. 

The  banks,  in  most  of  the  States,  resumed  specie 
payments;  the  currency  was  restored^  the  excbiinges, 
m  a  great  measure,  regulated;  commerce  revived, 
and  every  kind  of  bosiness  became  active  and 
prosperous.  If  we  compare  the  late  period  of  the 
prostration  of  the  currency  and  credit  of  the  coun- 
try with  a  similar  periotl  in  our  history,  the  rapidi- 
ty with  which  we  have  recovered  from  the  late  re- 
vulsion will  appear  astonishing.  Then  the  sns- 
pension  lasted  four  years,  and,  in  a  Utige  section  of 
the  Union,  from  six  to  ten  years,  wi&  the  assist- 
ance and  regulating  power  of  a  National  Bank. 
Other  causes  than  those  he  had  referred  lo,  no 
doubt,  had  their  influence;  the  resources  of  the 
country  were  greater  now,  and  it  possessed  a  vastly 
greater  specie  currency  than  it  aid  in  1816k  But 
our  firmness  in  maintaining  the  true  specie  standard 
of  value,  and  the  practical  separation  of*  the  reve* 
nue  from  the  banks,  must  have  exerted  an  import- 
ant influence.  If  the  Government  is  held  responsi- 
ble for  the  disorders  of  the  currency,  oocasioiied  by 
overtrading,  ft  must  have  some  credit  for  its  re- 
storation, effected  in  part  by  its  judidoos  policy. 
These  results  are  before  the  country,  and  they  have 
had  their  effect  upon  public  sentiment.  The  dis* 
eussions  which  have  taken  place  here  and  else* 
where*  have  also  bad  their  influence.  Both  from 
argument  and  experience,  much  light  has  been  shed 
on  this  important  subject  The  people  have  had 
an  opportimiQr  to  judge  whether  the  views  of  ths 
friends  of  the  Administration  or  its  opponents  were 
most  correct.  The  result  has  been  a  reaction  in 
the  public  mind,  which  is  still  going  on  all  over  the 
country.  Aiany,  who  were  deceived  or  enticed 
away,  for  a  time,  by  the  clamor  against  the  Go* 
vemment,  have  discovered  their  error.  The  true 
causes  of  the  derangement  of  the  currency  have  be« 
come  understood,  and  the  injustice  and  absurdity 
of  attempting  to  hold  the  Government  responsible,. 
has  become  apparent  to  all.  This  gross  delusion 
can  no  longer  be  kf'pt  up. 

The  changes  which  are  going  on  in  public  opi- 
nion, are  too  palpable  to  be  mistaKen.  They  are 
manifested  in  the  tone  ot  the  public  pre5«,  and  more 
emphatically  in  the  elections  which  have  taken  place 

These,  sir,  id  my  judgmeui,  are  the  circum- 
stances which  have  induced  gentlemen  on  the  other 
side  of  this  hall  to  chaoite  their  ground,  and  as- 
sume a  new  position.  Having  derived  all  the  be^ 
nefit  they  can  from  the  agitationof  the  questions  of 
the  currency  and  finances,  and  perceiving  a  reaction 
taking  place,  tbey  now  wish  to  abandon  the  whole 
subject-,  to  arreFt  the  inquiry  which  is  going  on, 
and  direct  the  public  attention  to  some  new  ground 
of  complaint,  and  raise  an  excitement  about  de- 
faulters and  extravagant  expenditures.  This  is  all 
natural  enough,  and  perhaps  perfectly  fair  in  po- 
litical warfare.  But  it  is  a  little  extraordinary  that 
a  position  should  be  taken  directly  ^j^paud  to  that 
so  recently  occupied,  and  the  Administration  be 
charged  with  forming  a  league,  offensive  and 
defensive,  with  the  banks. 

How  do  we  now  sund  in  the  Senate?  Why, 
the  Opposition,  after  having  for  two  years  kept  up . 
a  constant  clamor  about  the  hostility  of  the  Go- 
vernment to  the  bank^,  have  suddenly  gone  back 
and  taken  the  old  position  they  occupied  in  1836, 
when  I  first  took  my  aeat  on  this  floor.  Then  their 
daily  tirades  against  the  Administration  were  about 
the  corrupt  and  dangerous  connection  between  the 
Treasury  and  the  deposite  banks.  The  **pet  bsnkO' 
were  the  constant  subject  of  remark  and  censure. 
This  continued  to  be  the  case  until  the  banks  fail- 
ed, in  1837,  with  between  twenty  and  thirty  m\i^ 
lions  of  the  public  treasure  in  their  vaults.  This 
event  led  both  parties  to  change  their  positioof. 
.The  Administration  abandoned  the  deposite  bank 
systehi,  and  the  Opposition  immediately  took  it  op. 
The  merits  of  this  movement  depends  on  the  con- 
sideration, which  party  had  the  best  reasons  for  their 
course.  Thefriem)s  of  the  Administration  aban- 
doned the  State  bank  system  because  it  had  failed, 
'and  f^^oved  untfugj^orthy;  and  the  Opposition,  he 
Wppoeed,  embraced  it  for  the  same  reason.    And 
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now,  retorniDg  to  tbeir  old  position  of  1836,  ihey 
eharcie  the  Administration  with  renewing  its  con- 
nection with  the  bankii,  and  forming  a  league  with 
them  tor  politioal  parposes.  In  the  present  in- 
stance we  shall  not  accommodate  them  by  an  ex- 
tkmnge  o(  positions.  They  may  abandon  theirs, 
bnt  we  shall  not  take  it.  We  deny  altogether  the 
charge  of  a  rennion  of  the  Treasury  with  the  banks. 
Bat  if  it  was  true,  Mr.  N.  said  ht  woald  not  go 
with  it  in  that  mea;$are,  either  here  or  elsewhere. 
And,  in  saying  this,  he  believed  he  spoke  the  senti- 
ments of  all  on  this  side  of  the  House.  We  do  not 
go  for  the  rennion,  but  for  a  more  complete  and  ef- 
ftctaal  separation. 

Having,  Mr.  President,  made  these  introdactory 
observations,  I  will  proceed  to  notice  some  of  the 
remarks  of  the  Senator  from  Virginia,  and  to  ex- 
amine some  of  the  very  extraordinary  chaiges 
which  he  has  made  against  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  and  the  President  himself.  I  am  aware, 
sir,  that  the  gentleman^  speech  was  not  made  for 
me,  or  with  an  expectation  that  I  would  reply  to  it; 
he  is  aiming  at  higher  game;  his  envenomed  shafts 
are  aimed  at  the  highest  mark;  they  are  intended 
to  reach  the  President  himself,  through  the  sides 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury;  and  he  doubiless 
expected  that  the  honorable  Senator  from  New 
York  [Mr.  WwobtJ  would  interpose  his  strong 
arm  to  ward  off  the  blow;  and  I  think  it  quite  pro- 
bable, that  before  this  debate  is  ended,  the  Senator 
BMiy  have  the  honor  of  a  broadside  from  that  quar- 
ter. But,  however  ihis  may  be,  inasmuch  as  the 
Senator  has  presented  an  issue  between  his  speech 
made  in  advance  of  the  report,  and  my  remarks 
made  after  it  was  read,  and  has  thrown  out  a  sort 
of  defiance,  assening,  in  an  emphatic  tone,  that 
he  would  demonstrate  that  all  the  charges,  infe- 
nnces,  and  imputations  in  his  first  speech  were 
fttlly  and  triumphantly  established  by  the  report,  I 
felt  called  upon  to  meet  the  gentleman  upon  the 
issue  he  has  tendered,  and  hope  I  shall  be  able  to 
show  that  what  I  said  the  other  day  was  strictly 
correct;  that  the  report  of  the  Secretary  was  not 
only  a  response  to  the  Senator^  resolution,  bnt  an 
answer  to  his  speech  and  all  its  accusations. 

Whilst  I  feel  grateful  to  the  body  for  its  indul- 
gence in  affording  me  the  opportunity  I  now  have 
of  concluding  what  I  desired  to  say,  I  regret  to 
have  to  detain  the  Senate  as  long  as  I  fear  I  may 
do,  in  a  debate  of  this  description.  This  whole 
Govemeni,  I  regard,  sir,  as  entirely  and  exclusive- 
ly of  a  pohtical  character.  The  Senator^  resolu- 
tions, it  is  clear,  can  have  no  relation  ts  any  mat- 
ter of  legislation  that  now  is,  or  may  be,  expected 
to  come  before  the  Senate.  The  object  is  political; 
it  is  a  bold  attack  on  the  President  and  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury;  and  one  more  entirely  gratu- 
itous, unfounded,  and  preposterous,  has  never 
come  from  any  quarter,  whether  friend,  or  foe,  cr 
iMiHro/.  This  may  be  all  right  in  political  wei' 
fare;  he  did  not  complain  of  ir;  but  only  wishec 
that  the  responsibility  of  occupying  the  time  of  the 
Senate  in  merely  political  discussion,  should  be 
placed  where  it  belonged.  These  pplitical  debates 
usually  originate  with  the  Opposition;  they  are  the 
assailant?;  wp  stand  ou  Uie  defensive;  but,  for  one, 
he  was  disposed  to  meet  all  assaults  on  the  spot, 
and  thus  to  settle  accounts  as  we  go  along,  and  to 
leave  the  general  reckoning  to  the  people.  What 
special  purpose  there  may  be  in  this  movement,  he 
did  not  pretend  to  know;  but,  for  some  reasm  or 
other,  there  seemed  to  be,  on  the  part  of  the  Sena- 
tor, an  unusual  haste  and  anxiety  to  make  known 
his  new  position  to  his  constituents  and  the  country. 

I  will  first  nDiice,  Mr.  President,  several  of  the 
specific  charges  made  by  the  Senator  in  his  speech 
of  yesterday,  before  I  take  up  the  general  issue, 
whether  the  Senator*s  speech,  with  its  charges, 
inferences,  and  imputations,  made  ia  advance  of 
the  evidence,  ia  borne  ont  and  sustained  by  the  re- 
port or  not.  And  shall  cpnclnde  with  some  obser- 
vations on  some  other  topics  connected  with  the 
general  subject,  and  by  no  means  beyond  the  pro- 
per range  belonging  to  the  debate.- 

The  first  specific  charge  against  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  is  the  sale  of  the  bond  held  by  the 
Government  against  the  present  Bank  of  the  Uni- 
ted Spates,  which  was  payable  in  1839.  The  dis- 
podt^on  0f  this  bond  was  authorized  by  an  act  of 


Congress,  passed  at  its  last  session.  It  ia  claimed 
that  the  sale  was  made  on  terms  not  authorized  by 
the  laWt  and  so  disadvantageous  to  the  Treasury, 
as  to  authorizs  a  belief  that  there  was  an  inten- 
tion to  favor  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  which 
was  the  purchaser.  Two  objections  have  been 
ur^ed  against  th.*'  legality  of  the  transaction;  one, 
that  the  payment  was  not  made  in  money;  the 
other,  that  a  credit  was  allowed,  which  the  law  did 
not  authorize.  By  the  terms  of  the  act,  the  bond 
was  to  be  sold  for  **money  in  hand,"  and  at  a  sum 
not  less  than  its  par  value  at  the  time  of  sale.  It 
was  sold  for  its  par  value,  and  the  avails  of  the 
bond  agreed  to  be  placed  in  special  deposite  in 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  to  the  credit  of  the 
Treasurer,  in  specie  or  its  equivaleoL  It  was  also 
stipulated  '*ihat  the  Bank  is  to  keep  the  money 
safely,  till  drawn'out  by  the  Treasurer,  without  ma- 
king any  charge  to  the  United  States  for  keeping 
or  paying  it  oat  on*  his  draAs.**  These  were  the 
terms  of  the  sale  as  appears  from  the  report  before 
me;  but  1  will  nut  fatigue  myself  or  others  by 
reading  the  correspondence.  It  is  claimed  that, 
because  the  act  required  payment  to  be  made  in 
money,  nothing  but  gold  and  silver  could  be 
received.  The  Senator,  after  having  so  long  and 
strenuously  contended  for  the  receipt  at  the  Trea- 
sury of  the  paper  of  specie  payii^^  baftks,  seems 
now  getting  back  to  his  hard  money  notions  of 
1834.  Bnt  there  is  nothing  in  this  argument.  All 
public  does  are  required  by  law  to  be  paid  in 
money.  The  customs,  the  receipts  of  lands,  and 
all  other  public  dues  are  payable  in  money.  There 
is  nothing  in  the  act  to  distinguish  this  payment 
from  any  other  to  be  made  to  the  United  States. 
But  by  the  practice  of  the  Treasuiy,  from  an  early 
perif>d,  the  notes  of  specie  paying  banks  and  bank 
credits  have  been  regarded  as  equivalent  to  specie; 
and  the  joint  resolution  of  1816  gave  a  legal  sanc- 
tion to  that  practice.  That  resolution  is  still  in 
force,  and  authorizes  the  receipt  of  the  bills  of 
specie  paying  banks,  but  is  not  compulsory  in  its 
provisions,  leaving  it  discretionary  with  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury.  Such  paper,  however,  al- 
ways has  been  received  under  certain  restrictions, 
and  no  doubt  will  be,  until  Congress  interfere.  The 
payment  for  this  bond,  having  been  made  in  specif, 
or  what,  according  to  the  practice  of  the  Treasury, 
was  equivalent,  the  charge  of  illegality  is  entirely 
groundless,  as  mufth  so  as  if  applied  to  the  receipt 
of  convertible  paper  for  duties. 

In  regard  to  the  assertion  of  the  bonds  being  sold 
on  a  eredil,  it  has  no  foundation  in  fact.  There 
was  no  stipulation  for  credit  in  the  conditions  of 
the  sale.  The  money  was  agreed  to  be,  and  was, 
in  fact,  deposited  in  the  Bank,  to  be  kept  and 
paid  out  on  the  draft  of  the  Trea»urer.  It  was, 
of  course,  subject  to  be  drawn  for  immediately. 
In  referring  to  this  part  C'f  the  contract,  Mr.  Biddle, 
in  his  letter  of  the  first  of  August,  1838,  Fays:  **0n 
the  part  of  the  Bank  I  confirm  that  understanding." 
It  is  true  that  at  a  subsequent  period,  an  arrange- 
ment was  entered  into  between  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  aad  the  Bank,  specifying  the  times,  sums, 
and  places  of  payment  in  respect  to  the  dratts  of 
the  Treasurer  upon  this  fund.  But  this  arrange- 
ment was  made  after  the  money  was  in  the  Trea- 
sury, and  by  authority  of  the  genera}  power  of  the 
Secretary,  and  not  under  the  authority  of  the  act 
authorizing  the  sale  of  the  bond.  It  amounts  to 
nothing,  therefore,  to  show  that  the  act  did  not 
authorize  the  sale  of  the  bond  on  credit,  because 
the  bond  has  not  been  so  sold.  Neither  can  there 
be  any  foundation  for  a  suspicion  that  there  was 
a  ucrtt  undtrstanding,  at  the  lime  of  the  sale,  that 
a  credit  was  to  be  ^^iven.  The  arrangement  re- 
ferred to  was  made  in  consequence  of  the  com- 
munication which  had  previously  been  made  to 
the  Banir,  by  the  Secretary  of  War,  suggesting 
that  this  money  would  be  wanted  for  the  service 
of  his  Department,  and  in  sums  of  about  five  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars  per  month.  Mr.  Woodbury 
states  distinctly  thai  he  knew  nothing  of  this  com- 
munication when  he  negotiated  the  bond;  bnt  that, 
being  informed  of  it  by  the  Bank  afterwards,  which 
claimed  th&t  it  had  relied  upon  it,  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  thought  it  no  more  than  just  and  equi- 
table to  c<)nform  to  it.  in  drawing  out  th«  depo- 
site. 


This  interference  of  the  Secretary  of  War  has 
been  commented  upon  by  the  mover  of  these  reso- 
lutions with  great  severity.  But  it  is  a  little  I^ 
markable  that  his  censure  has  been  cast,  not  upon 
the  Secretary  of  War,  but  upon  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury.  It  is  said  that  he  suffered  liimnif 
to  tc  made  a  cat's  paw  of,  and  permiUed  tlie  SeGr^ 
tary  of  War  to  negotiate  the  bond,  when  the  lav 
had  confided  this  duty  to  the  Secretary  of  theTm- 
sury.  ^  It  the  ^round**esQess  of  ^^is  charge  is  ap- 
parent, from  the  fact  that  Mr.  Woodbury  kxv 
nothing  of  the  commnnioation  of  the  Secretaiy  of 
War,  until  eJUr  the  sale  was  made.  The  negoti- 
ation for  the  sale  of  the  bond  was  closed  oa  the 
30th  of  July;  and  on  the  13lh  of  Angast,  Mr. 
Biddle  informed  the  Secretary  of  the  Treaaviy  o( 
the  proposition  which  had  been  made  by  ihe  Se- 
cretary of  War  as  to  the  disbursement  of  the  lao- 
ney  for  the  service  of  his  Department.  The«  re- 
proaches, cast  on  Mr.  Woodbury,  have  not  the 
slighte&t  foundation  to  lest  upon. 

In  regard  to  the  conduct  of  the  Secretary  of 
War,  I  see  nothing  in  it  to  condemn.  It  is  veil 
known  how  moneys  are  drawn  from  the  Treasary. 
The  heads  of  the  different  Departments  maVeiheii 
requisitions  on  the  Secretary  of  the  Trrasuiy  foe 
the  sums  of  money  which  are  wanted  for  the  se^ 
vice  of  their  Departments,  ai\d  the  warrants  of  ^ 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  are  issued  upoa  sachr^ 
quisiiioos.  This  money  was  required  for  the  mili- 
tary  service,  and  the  Secretary  ef  War  probably 
supposed  that,  by  apprizing  the  Bank  of  ibe  tiisei 
when,  and  the  places  where,  the  money  wonl4  be 
wanted,  might  facilitate  the  sale  of  the  bond.  Bit 
interference  was  little,  if  any  thing,  more  ibao  ik 
communication  of  information  which  he  sappofied 
might  have  a  favorable  bearing  on  the  pendlligB^ 
goUation  with  the  Bank.  I  can  see  nothing  in  tha 
worthy  of  death  or  of  bond.«.  But  it  may  appear 
to  be  a  very  serious  matter  in  the  eyes  of  a  nea* 
tral. 

But  it  is  in.<isted  upon  that  the  contract  was  db- 
advantageous  to  the  Treasury,  and  highly  beoefi* 
cial  to  the  Bank;  and  this  seems  to  beacirca» 
.stance  relied  upon  as  proof  of  a  friendly  aUiaaei 
between  the  Treasury  ami  the  Bank  of  tbe  Unitoi 
States.  It  is  certainly  very  strange  that  sadt  t 
charge  as  this  should  be  made  in  the  faee  of  Ai, 
fact,  appearing  in  the  very  document  upon  Mk 
it  professes  to  be  founded,  that  the  offer  of  (ki 
Bank  of  the  United  States  was  not  only  the  W* 
favorable,  but  the  only  one  received  coming  viihii 
the  limitations  of  the  law.  The  Secretary  pobiiM 
a  general  notice  inviting  proposals.  He  likenK 
applied  to  Mr.  Newbold,  president  of  tbe  Bank  flC 
America  in  New  York,  to  the  president  of  oba  «. 
more  of  the  banks  in  Philadelphia,  wrote  to  Al 
bankers  of  the  United  States  in  London,  and  toeff 
Minister  in  Paris.  But  no  oflfei s  could  be  obtaiM 
in  Europe,  on  account  of  the  shortness  of  theliai 
the  bonds  had  to  run,  and  because  the  law  did  Ml 
authorize  the  guaranty  on  the  pan  of  the  Ua«4 
States  of  their  eventual  payment.  No  offers  c<w| 
be  obtained  in  the  United  States  <?xcept  from 
debtor  Bank.  Puhlications  appeared  in 
the  Bank  presses,  instigated  .no  doubt  by  Mr. 
die,  intimating  that  the  l;ond  might  not  bejwd  »j 
maturity,  and  that  the  Bank  of  tbe  United  aMfc 
would  claim  offsets.  Under  these  clrcnn«t«P>|J| 
no  oflTer  could  be  obtained  except  from  the 
Bank,  which  proposed  to  purchase  in  the  bo«d 
the  terms. prescribed  in  the  act  of  Congress, 
condition  of  the  Treasury  shows  that  tbe 
was  wanted,  and  it  was  therefore  the  dnty  Qi 
Secretar>'  to  dispose  of  at  Icavt  one  of  the  \md 

The  next  specific  chai^ge  is  the  arrangeMlJ 
the  payment  of  the  second  bond,  which  fell  t" 
1838.    It  is  alleged  that  there  is  someihiBf 
remarkable  and  su^^picious  in.  (his  transaetion^^ 
bend  being  paid  before  it  brckiiie  dne,aBi 
the  money  was  not  wanted  lor  the  porpoMsr 
Treasury.    The  facts  are,  that  the  bono  WW 
ble  on  the  30ih  day  of  September,  and  tbe  an 
ment  was  to  pay  if  in  three  instalments:  on  ike 
day  of  August,  the   15th  of  September,  aw 
15:h  of  October,  the  interest  to  cease  as  the 
tive  payments  were  made,  and  the  moneyli 
placed  on  deposite  in  the  Bank,  and  to  be  dll^ 
out  on  the  drafts  of  the  Treasoivr.    Alihoo^ 
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ihjs  vnogement  a  part  of  the  money  was  antiei- 
Itted,  jtt'apartof  it  was  postponed  beyond  the 
leriod  viMi  the  bond  fell  due.  It  is  asked,  what 
win  the  olyect  for  this  arrangementi  One  object 
doabticss  was,  as  the  sam  was  very  large,  nearly 
tm>  millions  and  a  half,  that  it  was  more  eonve- 
nieat  to  divide  it  and  receive  it  at  different  limes. 
Tbe  Secretary  also  assigns  as  another  reason,  that 
be  WIS  apprehensive  that  a  part  of  the  amount 
would  be  paid  In  Treasury  notes  not  retssnabie, 
and  tlMt  the  whole  sam  was  required  to  meet  the 
(deoands  opon  the  Tieasnry. 

To  prove  the  alliance  between  the  Gtovcmmcnt 
aid  the  Bank  of  the  United  Slates,  the  Senator  as- 
jerts  that  mooeys  have  been  deposited  in  that  Bank 
JB  iddttioa  to  those  paid  by  it  to  the  United  States. 

IV  only  case  specified,  is  a  payment  of  three  ban- 
died  ihoosand  dollars  by  the  Bank  of  Kentocky. 

Tkk  vumej,  it  is  con^ently  asserted,  was.  re- 
moved in  the  Treasury,  and  was  afterwards  depo- 
jiledia  the  Bank  of  tbe  United  States.  The  facts 
are  not  80.  The  Bank  of  Kentneky  was  indebted 
10  the  United  States,  and  paid  that  debt  by  a  check 
for  ihne  hundred  thousand  dollars  on  the  Pennsjl- 
viBJa  Bank  of  the  United  States,  in  pursuance  of 
anamBgeuientmade  with  that  Bank.  These  faeU 
ijppeir  irom  the  report  The  check  on  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States  made  it  the  debtor  of  the 
United  Stales.  The  money  was  not  deposited  in 
that  Bank;  but  the  check  was  sent  there,  and  tbe 
JBOBBI  of  it  placed  to  the  credit  of  the  Treasurer, 
to  be  drawn  out  when  wanted.  This  money  was 
in  thsiune  condition  as  that  received  on  the  bonds; 
itw«sap«|iiMl  from  the  Bank  to  the  Treasury, 
and  tbe  money  was  left  in  the  Bank  on  deposite,  to 
l>e  piid  on  the  drafts  of  the  Treasurer. 

In  connection  with  this  subject,  it  is  charged  that 

IbeSecietary  of  the  Tieasnry  has  not  answered 

ihit  pirt  of  tbe  inquiries,  in  the  resolutions,  which 

aib  whether  there  had  been  any  other  transao- 

tioos  between  the  Treasury  and  the  Bank  of  tbe 

United  States,  except  what  grew  out  of  the  sale 

and  payment  of  its  bonds.    This  is  a  mistake.  The 

Seeretary  names  tbe  several  transactions  the  Trea- 

aiy  has  bad  with  the  Bank  of  the  United  States, 

Bandy,  the  negotiation  of  tbe  bond  payable  in 

1839,  the  payment  of  the  second  bond  which  fell 

4k  in  September,    1838,  the   payment  of  three 

ftaadrtd  thousand  dollars  for  the  Bank  of  Ken- 

ncky,  and  the  payment  in  part  of  tbe  demand  of 

Ae  United  States,  against  the  old  Bank  of  Colum- 

MBjfor  which  the   United  States*  Bank  had  taken 

SKBrity,  and  in  that  way  become  a  trustee  for  the 

United  States.     After   specifying    these  several 

Haiicaetions  the  Secretary  says:  "With  these  ez- 

<EplioDS,  there  have  not  l)een  dealings  of  any  df- 

Miptioa,  between  this  Department  and  the  United 

9ates  Bank  of  Pennsylvania,  from  its  establish- 

Mat  to  the  present  day.    H^o  collecting  or  disbors- 

i%  officer  has  ever  been  directed,  by  this  Depart- 

Acat,  to  make  any  deposite  whatever  in  said  Bank; 

•or  has  any  money  been    placed  by  tbe  said 

luk  to  the  credit  of  tbe  Treasurer  of  tbe  United 

we^  Of  of  this  Department,  or,  to  my  know- 

wbei  of  any  of  its  officers,  except  the   avails 

iC me  transactions  specifically  referred  to  above, 

Md  00  the  details  of    which,  so   far  as    they 

jMUe  10   the   present  subject,   fall   information 

%  liven    in    tbe    correspondence  and     tabular 

meats    annexed.'*     Vet,    with   these    fac:s 

m  him,  the  gentleman  tells  us  that  the  Sccre- 

y  has  not  responded  to  his  inquiry  whether  any 

IJieyshave  been  deposited  in  the  Bank  of  tbe 

fted  States,  other  than  those  growing  out  of  the 

Mads  of  the  United  Stales  upon  the  Bank.   This 

■jdaint  is  not  only  without  any  foundation,  but 

Mly  in  face  of  ihe  report. 

alie  next  specification  in  the  gentleman^  bill  of 

iSetnent  is  the  allegation  that  tbe  Secretary  of 

^  lYeasury  has  attempted  to  impose  upon  the 

Uie  in  regard  to  '^special  deposites,''  both  in  tbe 

Ik  of  the  United  Stales  and  other  State  banks. 

^^ard  to  this  matter,  tbe  conduct  of  the  Secre- 

f  is  denounced  in  the  most  oflensive  and.oppro- 

m  term^  language  which  he  was  shocked  to 

V  applied  to  any  high  officer  of  the  Qovemmenr, 
ttty  one  b<»w>red  with  a  seat  on  this  floor, 

*tttef  $nwkytPrtfe$9ed  friend,  or  <%rmed  neu- 
i"    0ir,  the  S^atori  with  gi«at  en^phasis  of 


tone  and  manner,  charged  the  Secretary  with  prac- 
tising a  base  fraud  on  tbe  country.  [Mr.  Ritbs 
said  that  he  used  no  such  language.]  No,  sir,  the 
gentleman  did  not  u&e  ihis  language.  I  was 
stating  the  high  charge  he  made  against  the  Secre- 
tary in  my  own  language.  I  thought  his  langoage 
loo  foul  and  vituperative  to  repeat;  but  I  will  now 
do  it.  He  said  that  the  Secretary  had  attempted  to 
impose  upon  the  country,  to  ikumdiv  and  cheat  the 
people. 

The  gentleman  says  these  special  deposites  are  the 
same  as  general  deposites,  and  that,  to  characterise 
them  Bs  special  deposites,  is  altogether  deceptive 
and  fraudulent.  How  far  they  may  differ  from, 
general  deposites,  I  cannot  pretend  to  say.  Some 
of  them,  it  seems,  have  been  special  deposites  in  a 
strict  legal  sense;  that  is,  specie  has  been' deposited, 
and  kept  in  a  box  separate  from  tbe  funds  of  the 
bank,  and  the  identical  money  restored  or  paid  out 
when  called  for.  But  the  deposites  with  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States,  and  most  of  the  other  State 
banks,  have  not  been  of  this  character.  Theee  de- 
posites have  all  been  temporary,  and  made  under 
special  oentraets,  as  to  the  custody  and  paying  out 
of  tbe  money.  These,  in  the  operations  of  the 
Treasury,  must  be  distinguishable  from  general  de- 
posiies,  which  presupposes  a  general  depository,  or 
fiscal  agent,  for  receiving  and  disbursing  the  public 
funds  Ai»y  deposite  made  under  a  special  agree- 
ment, differing  in  any  respects  from  the  legal  obli- 
gations which  exist  where  there  is  no  particular 
agreement,  would,  in  some  sense  certainly,  be  a 
special  deposite.  So  far  as  respects  the  general 
c^rationsof  the  Treasury,  I  hawe  no  confidence  in 
any  plan  ef  special  dep(Mtites.  In  a  striet  legal 
sense,  it  is  impracticable;  and,  in  any  other,  it  can 
not  essentially  obviate  the  evils  of  tbe  general  de- 
posite system.  But  the  question  now  is,  whether 
the  Secretaor,  in  using  the  terms  special  deposites, 
has  attempted  to  practice  a  fraud  upon  the  country. 
Is  the  gentleman  aware  that  the  same  language  is 
used  by  the  agents  of  the  Bank  in  these  transac- 
tions? Mr.  Macalestf  r,  who  was  the  agent  of  the 
Bank  for  the  purchase  of  the  bonds,  says:  **I  will 
deposite  the  amount  thereof,  in  specie/  dEnostlf ,  in 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States;'*  and  Mr.  Cow- 
perthwait,  the  cashier,  in  acknowledging  the  receipt 
of  the  money,  says:  ^'That  Charles  Macalester, 
esq.  has  this  day  deposited  to  the  credit  of  the  Trea- 
surer of  the  United  States, iaipectai  depotile,  the 
sum  of  two  millions  two  hundred  and  fiHy-four 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventy-one  dollars  and 
thirty-eight  cents,  subject  to  the  drafts  of  the  said 
Treasurer."  Mr.  Biddle,  I  believe,  used  the  same 
language.  Does  the  Senator  mean  to  charge  thew 
gentlemen  with  having  entered  into  a  conspiracy 
with  tbe  Secretary  of  tbe  Treasury,  to  practise  a 
fraud  on  the  publici  Will  he  apply  to  these  gen- 
tlemen the  offensive  terms  whieb  he  has  to  Mr. 
Woodbury? 

Mr.  President,  there  if^  one  particular  charge 
more,  which  I  will  notice  when  I  shall  have 
done  with  the  gentleman^  remarks  of  ye»- 
terday.  It  is,  that  there  was  an  agreement  to 
circulate  tbe  notes  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States 
in  the  financial  concerns  of  the  Govemmtent.  It  is 
not  claimed  that  any  such  agreement  has  been  made 
by  the  Secretary  of  tlie  Treasury,  but  some  letter 
of  instructions  from  the  Paymaster  (General,  or 
some  officer  connected  with  the  military  service,  is 
referred  to,  as  having  directed  tbe  disburaement  of 
tbe  notes  of  the  United  States  Bank.  If  there  has 
been  any  such  order,  there  is  no  evidence  that  it 
has  received  the  sanction  of  the  head  of  the  Trea- 
sury, and  no  reason  to  suppose  that  such  can  be  the 
case,  as  all  the  moneys  placed  on  specisi  deposite 
in  the  Bank  were  to  be  paid  out  on  the  drafls  of 
the  Treasurer.  Under  existing  laws,  disbursing  of- 
ficers are  not  prohibited  from  offering  in  payment 
bank  notes  which  are  equivalent  to  specie  on  the 
spot  where  offered.  This  is  certainly  a  strange 
complaint  to  come  from  the  quarter  it  does.  Who, 
foff  the  last  two  years,  has  so  repeatedly  and  so 
earnestly  urged  the  propriety  and  necessity  of  re- 
ceiving and  paying  out  the  bills  of  specie-paying 
banks  as  the  Seiiator  from  Viiginial  Not  to  do  ihis, 
he  has  declared,  was  to  iueniU  the  local  bank  cur- 
rency, was  to  proclaim  it  to  be  worthless,  and  to 
indaoe  tbe  holdera  of  bank  notfs  to  return  them 


upon  the  banks  for  specie.  In  bis  speech>  at  the 
extra  session  he  urges  the  necessity  of  receiving  and 
disbursing  the  bank  note  currency  as  a  measure  of 
indispensable  imi^rtance.  **But,  sir,  would  not 
the  example  of  the  (Sovemmeut,  in  the  indiscrimi- 
nate rejection  of  all  bank  paper,  have  an  important 
moral  influence  in  exciting  tbe  jealousies  and  f>is- 
picions  of  the  whole  community?  If  ihe  Govern-* 
naent,by  its  acts,  shall  declare  bank  paper  to  be 
worthless  or  unsafe,  will  not  the  people  also,  take 
the  alarm?  Will  not  a  general  disnast  becfeated 
of  all  banking  institutions,  and  will  not  every  per- 
son holding  their  paper  become  impatient  to  con- 
vert it  into  specie?"  He  speaks  of  the  "just,  safe 
and  peCenuU  pelky"  which  the  Government  ought 
to  pursue  towards  tbe  banks,  in  receiving  and  dis- 
bursing their  notes.  And  yet,  after  all  ihis,  it  is 
now  made  a  serious  ground  of  complaint  ihai  tbe 
notes  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  have  been 
received  and  disbursed  by  some  subordinate  dis- 
bursing agents.  If  gentlemen  can  blow  Hot  and 
cold  at  the  same  breath,  it  will  no  doubt  be  difficult 
to  please  them. 

It  ii  claimed  taat  the  tranaactioi&s  with  the  Bank 
of  Ihe  United  States  have  been  advantageous  to 
that  institution,  at  the  expense  of  the  Treasury— 
that  the  avails  of  the  bonds  have  been  drawn  out 
by  drafts  payable  at  the  South  and  West,  at  points 
where  exchange  on  Philadelphia  bore  a  large  pre- 
mium. But  the  truth  is,  this  premium  was  in  con- 
sequence of  the  depreciation  of  the  local  currency. 
On  specie,  Treasury  notes,  or  bank  notes  converti- 
ble into  specie,  the  difference  in  exchange  wbs  very 
trifling,  as  appears  from  the  Secretary  ^  report.  These 
disuint  places  of  payment  are  declared  by  the  Se- 
cretary of  the  Treasury  to  have  been  a  convenience 
to  the  Treasury  and  a  benefit  to  tbe  public  ser- 
vice. 

It  is  no  doubt  true  that  these  transactions  were 
-beneficial  to  the  Bank;  but  it  does  not  follow  froia 
this  that  they  were  disadvantageous  to  the  Treasu- 
ry. It  may  also  be  conceded  that  Mr.  Biddle 
speaks  of  them  as  having  been  highly  satisfactory 
to  him,  and  somewhat  in  a  strain  of  exultation  and 
boasting.  This  is  a  weakness  of  some  men  pos- 
sessing talents  of  a  certain  description.  In  ihe  same 
letter,  in  which  he  speaks  of  the  pacification  be- 
tween die  Bank  and  the  Treasury,  be  very  modest  ly 
claims  the  sole  merit,  not  only  of  having  sustained 
American  credit  in  Europe,  but  of  having  brought 
about  the  resumption  of  specie  payments  by  the 
banks,  which  restored  the  currency,  notwithstand- 
ing every  well  informed  man  in  the  <Union  knows 
that  he  placed  himself  at  the  head  of  the  non-re- 
suming banks,  and  brought  all  his  power  and  influ- 
ence into  requisition  to  prolong  the  suspension.  Mr., 
Biddle  also  boasts  that  the  transactions  as  to  the 
bonds,  brought  the  Treasury  into  coKiperaiion  wiih 
the  Bank  in  Vestoring  the  currency.  This  is  a  mere 
inference  of  Mr.  Biddle  from  the  facts.  But  if  ii 
had  any  foundation,  why  should  the  Senator  con- 
demn it,  when  he  has  so  repeatedly  and  earnestly 
urged  the  necessity  of  a  co-operation  on  the  part  of 
the  Treasury? 

There  have  been  other  instances  of  this  weak- 
ness still  more  conspicuous.  All  must  recollect, 
that  some  years  since,  a  distinguished  minister  Af 
the  United  States,  to  one  of  the  first  powers  in 
Europe,  negotiated  a  convention  of  indemnity,, 
highly  honorable  to  the  oountrjr  and  to  himself, 
but  was  so  unfortunate,  as  to  boast  in  some  of  bi» 
communications  of  his  having  overreached  and  out- 
witted the  French  Government;  and  inconsequence 
of  this  unfortunate. indisorefiofi,  the  country  ooroe 
near  being  involved  in  a  war  with  one  of  the  most 
powerful  nations  on  the  globe.  I  do  hot  allnde  to 
this  by  way  of  censure,  but  only  for  illustration,  and 
to  show  that  other  great  men,  as  well  as  Mr.  Bid- 
dle, have  sometimes  fallen  into  this  unfortunate 
error.  I  have  now,  sir,  examined  the  faeU,  of  the 
several  tranaactions  which  have  been  made  the 
subjects  of  such  severe  censure  and  condemnation. 
It  only  remains  for  me  to  consider  the  more  gene- 
ral charges  contained  in  the  more  comprehensive 
question,  whether  these  facts  sustain  ^tlie  charges 
against  the  Administration,  contained  in  the  spe*rh 
of  the  Senator,  made  in  advance  of  the  facts.  It 
has  been  emphatically  asserted  that  the  documents 
aooompanyiag  the  report,  tnumphantly  sustained. 
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not  only  all  ike.speciac  ohai^^es,  Jbot  alllte  iii(cr- 
eace«,  ded9etioM,iittd  impotati0n8,iii»l«:iA«dnuMe 
of  lhejP9|iort. 

What,  sir,  are  those  Ahaiges?  Then  are  Ihfee 
only  irhtch  I  shall  notice^  paasiog  over  M  of  less 
importance,  and  the  namenuB  impniations  and  in- 
sinQaiioDn.with  which  the  .speech  abonods.  The 
first  which  I  will  notice,  is,  that  the  Seoreiaiy  of 
the  Trtaf^ary  has  rssloied  the  conneotion  beiiwsen 
the  Tressory  and  ihe  Bank  of  Um  United  <8tales; 
that  that  Bank  has  again  beeome  Ihe  fiscal  agent 
of  the  Oovernment;  that.thisconncctbn,  originating 
from  Exeocutive  power,  nnr^olated  by  law,  will 
result  in  the  atabliahmmU  rf"  a  ^nHoiwi  Bmkk  inCA- 
out  Uu  dclum  <f  Cemfrm.  That  I  do  not  state  the 
charge  too  strong,,  1  will  refer  to  Ihe  published 
speech  of  the  Senator,  revised  no  doabt  by  him- 
self. "These  jqnesiions  aoqttire  a  still  graver  eba- 
racier  lod  deeper  interest  from  the  significant  specn- 
laiions,  indolged  on  the  appearance  of  Mr.  Bid- 
dteVs  letter,  by  certain  leading  joamals  known  lo 
be  Criendly  to  the  Bank,  and  sappostd  to  be  mose 
or  less  conyersant  with  its  views.  One  of  them, 
commenting  on  Ihe  teller  of  the  president  of  the 
Bank,  f^sys,  ^the  Bank  will  no  dosbt,  in  the  course 
of  a  short  time,  by  an  insensible  prooess  beoome 
the  fiscal  agent  of  the  Government.*  Another 
with  relerence  to  theaame  letter,  says,  'it  will  be  n 
serious,  and  not  improbable  spectacle,  if  we  see, 
throBgh  the  instrumentality  of  eonenrrin^  circum- 
stancee,  a  National  Bank  re-esiahlished  withoot  the 
action  of  Ooogress.'  "  This  grave  chance  is  first 
introduced  in  the  name,  and  on  the  authority,  of 
joaroals  frkndly  to  the  Bank,  and  of  oourse  hoslth: 
to  the  Adoiinistration.  This  is  most  eoBCellect  au- 
thority for  any  4>ae,  even  a  iiMiiraf,  to  decide,  not 
only  on  the  acts  but  the  futn  re  purposes,  of  the  Ad- 
ministration. It  iii,  however,  endorsed  and 
reaffirmed  by  the  Senator,  who  repeals  with  em- 
phasis, <*«  Js'olAantd  Bamk  re-itfflWitfcsd  mtk- 
^iil  tkt  Mlfcenly  rf  C99uprm !  What  is  eaaier  or 
simfAer  than  to  do  it  by  the  insensible  process 
already  commenced]  Let  the  EzeeutinQe^  at  its  own 
will  and  pleasure,  adopt  the  Pennsylvania  Baok  of 
the  United  States  as  the  fiscal  agent  atid  deposito- 
ry o(  the  Govemmet;  let  it  join  the  weight  of  tlie 
public  revf  n«»(  to  the  already  enormous  capital  of 
that  insutution*,  let  it  superadd  the  credit  arising 
ffom  tlie  connection  with  Che  Government  to  the 
extaosive  and  pervading  operatk>ns  in  whksh  the 
Bank  is  engaged  throu^nt  the  Union,  and  have 
you  not  a  J^^tional  Bank  tv-estaftiiafced  ie  tM  tnleate 
andjntrposea^-ft-eslahUatud  witiwU  th$  concwremet 
af  Congnnt  end  in  dtfpUe  of  its  miUhorUff.  And 
would  it  not  be  a  National  Bank  of  the  most  dan- 
gerous and  worst  possible  kind,  created  by  the  fiat 
of  the  Exeoniive  alone,  and  allied  with  the  Execu- 
tive, and  dependent  on  the  Eiecotive."  The  Se- 
nator goes  much  farther  than  the  Bank  journalists; 
they  only  assert  the  fact,  or  rather  insinuate,  that 
a  Nfitional  Bank,  by  an  "insensible  proeestt,*'  may 
be  re-establisbed  without  the  action  of  Congress; 
but  he  dflscribes  the  process  by  which  this  resuU  is 
to  be  brought  about.  Who  can  read  this  gkvWiag 
picture  and  not  frel  that  the  country  i.9  in  great 
danger?  The  magnitude  of  the  evil  no  one  will 
deny.  This,  sir,  s  a  nttf  grave  aocoaaAioa;  no 
less  than  a  di^siga  on  the  £art  of  Ihe  Eiecoiive 
to  snp«tfaede  the  authority  of  Congress,  upon  a  sob!- 
ject  of  the  deepest  interest  lo  the  country. 

WeU^  tiflr,  on  what  foundation  does  it  rest?  b 
it  sopporled  by  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Tceasnryl  Has  Mr.  Woodbury  furnished  evidence 
against  himself  of  bavmg  conspired  with  Mr.  Bid- 
die  to  establish  a  National  Bank  without  lawl 
This  would  certftialy  be  very  extraordinary.  It  is 
apparent  that  this  frightfol  picture  of  danger, 
wrought  up  with  so  modi  art,  is  a  mere  creation  of 
the  imaginaiion-^4hat  it  has  no  fonndatioa  in  fact, 
derived  either  from  the  report  or  any  other  source. 
Is  it  not  surprising  and  lamentable  that  any  gentle* 
man  on  this  floor  should  lake  np  the  mere  iasinua- 
tions  of  Opposiuem  presses,  and  make  them  the  ba- 
sis of  such  crave  charges  against  the  Government^ 
Even  Mr.  Biddle,  the  Senator^  own  wimes*,  bears 
testimony  against  him.  He  eniireljr  put<i  down 
this  charge.  He  admits  thai  he  has  fonnrl  it  ne- 
cessary to  aasume  the  powers  of  Gtverament,  or, 
at  least,  10  fatt  back  into  bia  aid  poaiiaMiot  a  fifr 


ttoaal  Bank,  to  carry  the  eonniry  through  the  late 
criais,  to  sustain  American  cscdit  at  borne  and 
abroad,  to  protect  chartered  rights,  maintain  the 
public  faith,  and  restore  and  regulate  the  curren- 
cy. But  haviug  accomplished  all  this,  he  abdi- 
cates, retires,  and  throws  off  the  caree  of  empire. 
He  has  no  longer  any  controversy  with  the  Go- 
vernment, and  is  resolved  hereafter  that  his  Bank 
shall  be  confitttfd  to  its  appropriate  sphere  of  ac- 
tion, as  a  mere  State  institution.  If  the  Senator 
will  place  no  confidenae  in  the  atatements  of  the 
Settetary  of  the  Treasury,  ought  he  lo  discredit  his 
own  witnesifl  Shall  he  be  permitied  to  use  Mr. 
Bidtlle  as  a  wimess  ^ainiethe  Administration,  and 
thrust  him  aside  when  his  testimony  is  in  their  fa- 
vorl  Or  is  the  testimony  of  the  Opposition  journals, 
on  a  aabject  of  this  kind,  held  in  higher  estimation 
than  that  of  Mr.  Biddlel  But  as  totally  unfoimded 
as  is  this  imaginary  coalition  and  eonspiraey  be- 
tween the  Exeoniive  and  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  the  Senator  really  ap|>ears  to  believe  it, 
and,  in  the  emphatic  language  of  a  British  states- 
man on  a  memorable  oooanon,  declares,  **ia  the 
name  of  ray  country  I  forbid  the  htamJ* 

I  am  somewhat  surprised,  sir,  at  the  allusion  to 
the  memorable  cealilkNi  between  Mr.  Fox  and 
Lord  North,  which  was  so  unnatural  and  piepos- 
terotts  as  to  have  shocked  honest  men  of  all  parties 
in  England.  It  appears  lo  me  that  what  we  wit- 
nessed die  other  day,  when  the  Senator  openly 
took  his  stand  with  the  enemies  of  the  Administra- 
tion, the  old  opponents  of  Democracy,  that  that 
was  a  case  bearing  a  much  nearer  resemblance  to 
the  odious  coalition  to  which  he  had  referred. 
But,  however,  under  other  cironmslanoes,  I  might 
have  regretted  the  occnrrenoe;  after  what  I  have 
witnessed,  I,  far  one,  have  no  disposition  to  forhid 

Mr.  President,  the  next  accusation  9hioh  I  will 
notice,  is,  that  the  Eieeutive  does  not  dcsbe  the 
establishment  of  the  Sub^Treasury  system,  bnt  that 
his  real  object  is  to  restore  the  State  bank  deposite 
system,  unregulated  by  low  and  subject  entirely  to 
Emetviwe  dkeroHon^  ''The  praetise  of  the  Execn- 
tive,"  says  the  Senator  in  his  published  speech, 
'^even  while  professing  to  have  adopted  the  Sub- 
Treasury  system,  affords  the  most  complete  recogni- 
tion of  the  superior  value  and  advantages  of  banks  as 
depositories  and  fiscal  ageats.  They  deprecate,  it 
is  true,  a  connection  with  banks;  but  it  is  a  kgtU 
4X>nnectson,  sanctioned  and  regnlaied  6y  iov,  it 
seems,  which  they  deprecate,  not  one  depending  on 
Executive  diioreliMi.  Not  only  the  practice  of  the 
Administration,  but  the  express  language,  both  of 
the  President  and  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  reo^- 
nise  the  high,  and,  in  the  present  condition  of  tbe 
commercial  world,  almost  the  indispensable  utility 
of  bank  agency  in  the  fiscal  opemtions  of  the  Go- 
vernment; bur  they  are  for  leaving  the  employment 
of  banks  to  the  toUl  and  ditereUon  of  the  adminia- 
irators  of  the  Government.*' 

Sir,  a  more  grave  and  serious  ebange  than  this 
could  not  well  be  made  against  the  Execntive  offi- 
cersof  the  Government.  What  is  it  but  to  de- 
nounce the  President  and  his  Cabinet,  or  at  least 
the  Secretary  of  the  TreaKury,  as  attempting  to 
pntoiise  a  base  fraud  upon  the  counny.  The  Ad- 
ministration preach  one  thing  and  practice  nnathtf. 
*'The  Sub-Treasury  scheme,  although  still  recom- 
mended, and  earnestly  Tecommended  is  name,  and 
intended  pot^ly  to  be  pressed  in  Ihct,  is  virtaally 
abandoned  in  aignment.**  The  people  of  the 
United  States  are  told  by  a  Senator  in  his  place, 
that  although  the  President  has,  on  three  occasions, 
in  bis  most  solemn  official  communicationa,  re- 
comoiendsd  the  entire  separation  ol  the  fisBcal  coii 
cerns  of  the  Gbvernmeat  from  all  banks,  and  has 
eamesly,  and  with  great  ability,  urged  upon  Con- 
gress the  adoption  of  that  measure — that  although 
the  Sccreury  of  the  Treasury,  in  three  official  re- 
ports on  the  finances,  has  urged  the  adoption  of  the 
same  measure,  and  attempted  to  show  its  practica- 
bility, safety,  utility,  and  beneficial  infiaence— not- 
withstanding all  this,  the  Senator  now  declares  to 
the  conotry,  that  neither  the  President  nor  Secretary 
meant  any  such  thing;  that  ihey  did  not  desire  the 
pleasure  tv  be  adopted,  gad  were  only  aticmptiag 
10  deceive  nnd  cheat  the  p^ple,  by  a  fake  issne, 
#8  their  realpuipoaambato  ueedM  Slitehaiih*, 


and  thfjr  only  wished  to  get  rid  of  dietestndntsiir 
law.  ■ 

Cooid  anything  ar^d  to  the  extraofdlnary  diwu. 
tar  of  thh  charge,  it  would  be  the  fact  thaC  it  cobki 
from  one  who,  during  the  last  session  of  Conpafc 
repeatedly  expressed  nis  astontshmeiit  at  tbe  puS- 
nacity  with  which  his  measure  was  pressed  TipoB 
Congress.  The  lat  guage  of  the  gentlemaii,  ^ 
others  among  Kis  present  friends,  all  mm  mm- 
her.  They  were  really  astonished  at  the  1n^^ 
veraiioe  and  obstinacy  of  the  Execntire  and  Ui 
supporters  in  adhering  to  this  measdie.  h  thek 
eyes,  we  seemed  all  to  be  perfectly  infataated.rwk- 
less  of  consequences,  bhnd  to  what  was  taikitt 
placo-aronnd  us,  and  totally  regardless  of  iwttk 
opioiott,  which  every  where,  it  was  said,  bad  d^ 
dared'against  it,  and  yet  the  same  deteminitioB ' 
was  manifested  to  carry  it  throngh.  It  must  \x 
forced  upon  the  country  against  the  koown  will  of 
the  people,  and  at  the  sacrifice  of  the  most  tojior. 
taut  interests  of  the  coimtry.  Such  was  the  ha- 
guage  of  honorable  Senators  a  fev  months  afo, 
who  now  tell  us  that  the  AdministratioQ  is  notrn- 
<cere  in  pressing  the  Independent  Treasary  pha, 
and  oflily  wishes  to  avoid  all  legal  restraints  in  tbe 
use  of  the  banfa.n  jut  fiscal  agents.  Were  gntfei 
men  sincere  theni  If  so,  what  ought  to  be  thoo^ 
of  their  present  declarations!?  Bat.  sir,  this  chani 
of  deception  and  imposition,  practised  apon  Oe 
countiry,  cannot  be  confined  to  the  Exectttive;  it 
m«st>at>ply  equally  to  the  snppottenof  tbat»i' 
sure  ttt* Congress.  We  muM  all  have  been  partin 
to  this  fraud,  and  equally  guilty  with  the  Pr^sdoH. 

Well,  sir,  on  what  authority  is  this  grave  dam 
prefdrred  against  the  Executive  and  his  suppares 
in  Congress?  Two  circumstances  are  remedift 
the  practice  of  the  Treasury,  and  a  siogie  roDark 
of  the- President  in  his  message,  and  asoggestioBtf 
the  Secretary  in  his  report.  What  tbe  practiced 
the  Tlneasury  has  been  the  past  year,  we  faavealitt^ 
dy  examined.  The  Secretary  has  placed  thi  anil 
of  the  bonds,  and  other  payments  made  by  ii 
Bank  of  ihe  United  States,  in  that  Bank,  oa  sfedll 
deposite,  lo  be  drawn  out  as  the  public  servin 
might  require.  This  has  been  fiie  only  coBaeeiiib 
between  that  Bank  and  the  Treasury.  It  bas  j» 
ploved  Four  deposite  banks,  under  tbe  a«t  of  n 
whk:h  was  obligatory  upon  the  Secretary;  tad  m 
has  .made  temporary  special  depositee  in  sitMli 
other  4>anks,  at  points  where  no  other  deponMl' 
were  provided  by  law,  and  where  the  safety  afii 
revenue  or  conveniens;  of  the  service  reqairrf^ 
Prom  these  facts,  it  is  argued  that  the  AdmieiMi'' 
tion,  in  conducting  the  finances,  practices  npoa% 
bank  deposite  system,  and  thereby  gave  its  "^ 
tion  to  it.  This  is  a  strange  Argument,  trnly. 
President  proposes  a  change  of  the  finsncia]^ 
and  the  estab1i<;hment  of  other  depositories 
banks.  This  measure  the  Opposition  in  the" 
defeat,  and  then  turn  round  and  charge  the 
nistration  with  having  no  confidence  in  tbe 
pendent  Treasury  plan,  because  they  have 
compelled  to  conduct  the  finances  partially,  sti 
upon  the  old  system.  Who  ever  contended 
the  bank  deposite  system  could  be  eniii 
pensed  with,  without  providing  some  de; 
and  finandal  agents  as  a  substitute  for  the 

But  aHhongh  no  ai^tititte  was  provided, 
concerns  of  die  Treasury  have  been  crDdaewd 
pa^year  with  very  little  em  ploymentorbsnta. 
the  exception  of  the  Ibar  employed  under  the 
1636,  and  those  all  at  unimportant  poin^ 
have  been  employed,  etth/>r  as  general 
or  as  fiscal  agents.    They  have  been  i 
casionaUy  and  teroporariij  for  keeping  the 
funds,  where  other  safe  depositories  could 
found.    Instead,  therefore,  of  the  practice 
Treasury  the  past  year  being  an  atgametit ' 
the  Ind^ndent  Treastiry,  it   i^  the  stiuni 
sible  ai^omenf  in  favor  of  that  measure;  sM] 
stead  of  its  proving  that  the  Administrtfioi 
no  eonfidf  noe  in  the  meaanre.  and  hare 
ahandoned  it,  it  demonstrates  its  practi^l 
safety. 

So  much  for  the  prscftees  of  libe  Tttaenff* 
now  for  the  dedarations  of  the  President  r 
ereiarj,  showing  that  they  hare  afatttodcted^ 
dependeotTreasury  plan.   -Thn  i¥e«idedti 
^an  ffMpam^  m  < 
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Senate; 


aade  of  tike  banks  by  the  Treasury,  as  is  done  by 
flikcn^  whenever  convenience  voald  reqaire  it. 
BotoeiUker  party  should  be  forced  into  a  species  of 
Tuiilaiti  ■  constant^  necessary  and  de^ndant 
QOHcecicn.'*  Is  this  abaodoning  the  Independent 
liMSBfj?  Who  CFer  supposed  or  contended  that 
in  oecasiooal  use  would  not  be  made  of  banks, 
nder  any  Gysl^m,  for  particular  senricesi  This  is 
aHogettier  a  different  thing  from  the  Treasury^! 
ba^  made  entirely  dependant  on  the  baakit  But 
tefleeretary  of  the  Traasnry  siqrs,  inhi»<nport, 
Ast  **baakioK  mstiintions  have  never  becnrefaid- 
edkjr^he  ondersigned  as  a  class  of  agents  generally 
oMfe  vben  looking  to  eventual  losses.'^  And  this 
kaa  ateadonment  of  the  Independent  Treasury ! 
The  Seereiary  does  not  say  that  be  eoasidera  tenks 
wn  M^  than  other  depositories.  His  fasiguage 
iaplies  the  contrary.  He  only  says  that  he  dees  not 
OM^r  (hem  generally  unsafe  in  relation  to  even« 
toilpajmeBt;  implying  that  he  regards  tkem  as 
eipMd  to  occasional  imerruption  or  suspemion  of 
ptyneot,  as  has  been  experienced. 

Bat  what  do  these  detached  expressions  of  the 
Pnadent  and  Secretary;  amount  to,  when  taken  in 
eoiscction  with  the  fact;  that  in  the  same  doco- 
nat^is  which  they  are  found  they  have  both  re» 
aimed  their  confidence  in  the  Independmt  Trea- 
aaqF,  aad  again  recommended  its  adoptieni 
-ftr,  I  think  that  I  have  shown  that  this  serious 
daigeasaiBst  the  Administration,  put  forth  with 
SI  Boeb  boldness,  of  attempting  to  praetioe  a  de» 
Mpnoa  on  the  pablie  in  relation  to  the  Indepen- 
dcafneasniy  measure,  has  not  the  slightest  cir- 
fswiascff  to  susuiii  it;  not  even  the  anibority  of 
Us  Opposition  joamals. 

•IWfe  is  one  more  charge  against  the  Adminis- 
liilioB  and  its  friends,  only,  that  I  prapoee  to  no- 
tka  It  Is  that  the  Independent  Trcasvry  plan  is 
Md  u  a  mere  rallying  cry  of  party,  ami  is  to  be 


ihroogb  as  a  party,  triumph.  **Why,  then," 

c^tfae  Senator,  **i8  it  again  reeotemended  aad 

9tpi  upon  us7    Is  it  as  a  rai/yiHf  enf  of  partyt  Is 

Jt>lsdrire  throqgh  a  jMrfy  Inum^  fatal  as  I  firm- 

If  belieresnch  a  triumph  would  be,  in  the  end*  to 

tee  who  achieve  it?    Are  there,  then,  Mr.  Preti- 

I  jwtrao  cirenmstances  of  national  exigency  ap- 

I  fniiDg  to  the  donnani,  yet  I  hope  not  yet   extin- 

I  IMM  spirit  of  pathotiam,  in  which  we  can  rise 

[  ^pnior^o  this  fatal  bondage  of  party,  and  act  for 

;  WoooiKry?** 

'it  seeais,  then,  sir,  that  there  is  a  a  intention  to  car- 
I  tfahis  fatal  measore  through  after  all;  buv  it  is  to  be 
I  iHried  through,  not  for  the  good  of  the  eountry, 
i  M  fnm  a  conviction  of  its  impormnce  and  utility, 
;  l««s  the  "triumph  of  party."  Why,  sir,  we  had 
iMrioQsly  been  told  that  there  wai  no  intention  to 
jliH^is  measure;  that,  although  reeommended 
"baame,"  it  was  virtually  abandoned — it  was 
lIlsduiiiLd  in  practice,  and  abandoned  in  argu- 
IKai-(be  Presideat  and  Oeeretary  of  the  Treasury 
tfcw  not  in  earnest  in  recommending  this  measure 
«-they  did  not  wish  it  to  pass,  but  desfived  to  em- 
;9l*f'ihs  Bank  according  to  their  own  discretion, 
|M  fisr  their  own  purposes.  How  (hese  eonfliet* 
iKchafg^esare  to  be  reconciled  I  eaanot  see;  it 
jfl^  be  clear  to  the  awthor  of  them,  asv  since  he  has 
jm  his  new  poeition,  he  appears  to  view  objecai 
'a  diflferent  medium  fromwhaUie  formerly 


^npiHvre  WHO' me  oioer  r 

^>toae,  but  they  all  nray  be  I 
b«f  thentio  ba  so,  and  bet 
hr  that  tise  other  is  like  n 


sir,  the  same  objection  ap^lM  to  the  fir»t 

Ke,  of  a  eoalillott  between  the  Btecutive  and 

i  Biddie  to  re-establish  a  National  Bank,  with* 

the  aetion  of  Congress.    Here  ai^'  three  disiinet 

^  itH>ns,  all  of  a  serious  impMf,  and  each  one 

ipatible  with' the  other  two.    Hiey  all  cannot 

false*    I  have  proved 

betieve  it  quite  easy  to 

^j  onto  them.    The|y  all 

fn>mfhe  sanae  prolific  source.    The  design 

istablishiag  a  Naeienal  Bank,*  in  oonneotton* 

^ihe  Tr«asarf ,  and  to  be  a  Treasury  Bank,  ia 

iKfy  ineoBsialent  with  the  revival  of  the  deposits 

■  system.     Both  of  these  deep  plots  cannot 

togeiMer.    If  we  are  to  be  cursed  with  a  Na« 

TYieasaff' Bttilh^^weFaaiMoi  at  the  same  tima 

ieied  wM  Iht  dfpesite  iMKk  scheme.    When 

ay  deep  anttdark  piMs  are  on  foot,  to  pros- 

Ib'ihe  rights  and  Ubertica  of  the  people  at  the 

maof  BMMKtfe  penrar^  it  is  aome  tousolatioA 


that  bat  one  of  these  conspiracies  can  succeed. 
Ye»f  sir,  it  ia  fortunate  for  the  country  that  two 
evilsiofsnch  magnitude  cannot  exist  at  the  same 
rime.  Bat  perhaps  it  is  meant  that  we  are  to  have 
them  in  succession;  first,  the  National  Treasury 
Bank,  established  hy  Executive  power,  and  then  the 
deposite  bank  system,  without  law,  and  subject  to 
Executive  discretion*  After  these  is  to  come  the 
Sub-Treasury  scheme,  as  a  "  paity  triumph.'* 
Threatened  as  the  country  is  with  a  succession 
of  such  alarmiag  dangers,  90  wonder  that  even 
"neutrals"  have  armed  themselves,  aad  boldly 
come  forward  10  the  rescue. 

In  rei^rd,  Mr.  President,  to  thislastaccusation,  that 
the  Independent  Treasury  plan,  after  being  entirely 
abandoned  as  well  as  twice  superseded  by  the  two 
other  schemes,  is  still  to  be  carried  throagh  as  a 
parly  measure,  I  have  a  few  words  to  say.  This 
langnage,  sir,  is  not  new  from  the  honorable  Sens'r 
tor;  we  have  often  heard  it  before,  and  I  believe  on 
every  ocaasion  on  which  he  has  addressed  the  Se- 
nate on  this  subject.  He,  sir,  is  elevated  above 
party  apirtt,  and  the  ordinary  passions  to  which, 
in  the  frailty  of  human  ikature,  others  are  exposed. 
He  has  no  selfish  personal  objects;  but  acts  only 
from  pure,  patriotic  and  elevated  purposes.  These 
high  pretensions,  sir,  it  is  not  my  purpoee  to  dis- 
pute. In  regard  to  them,  I  only  say,  let  the  coun- 
try judge!  Let  the  country  judge  be:wecn  him  and 
his  little  band  of  armed  neutrals,  who  have  seceded 
from  tbeir  old  assodates,  and  the  friends  with 
whom  I  act  in  sustaining  this  great  measure. 

But  how  is  it,  that  one  claiming  such  pare,  di»- 
intarested,  and  patriotic  motives  himself,  should  be 
so  uncharitable  to  those  who  may  differ  from  him? 
Is  there  any  known  principle  in  morals  or  politics, 
by  which  the  great  mass  who  act  together,  are  to 
be  presumed  to  be  dishonest,  and  the  small  num- 
ber who  diM  from  them  to  be  honest?  On  what 
authority  does  the  Senator  arraign  our  motives?  On 
what  grounds  does  he  presume  to  say,  that  in  sus- 
taining this  great  aMasure,  we  are  actuated  by  no 
purer  motives,  no  higher  considerations,  than  to 
achieve  a  mere  tem|k)rary  party  triumph*— that  this 
measure  is  to  be  carried  by  the  rallying  cry  of 
party. 

In  the  ofiTensive  sense  in  which  the  gentleman 
uses  the  term,  I  can  assure  him  that  this  is  no 
party  measufv;  it  was  neither  brought  forward  at 
first  as  sach,  nor  has  it  been  persevered  in  as  such. 
No  one  ought  to  kaov  the  troth  of  thi8i)etter  than 
the  gentleman  himself.  Where  is  ht  now,  at  the 
bead  of  the  liulc  Conservative  band  of  armed 
neutrals,  who,  en  account  of  thievery  measure, 
have  seceded  and  withdrawn  from  the  party 
with  which  they  had  long  acted?  That  this  mea- 
sure would  temporarily  weaken  the  Ad  ministry- 
,tion,  no  well  informed  man  doubled.  That  it  was 
jtoo  strong  a  measure  for  the  weak  nerves  of  some 
,of  oar  friends,  was  foreseen.  That  there  were 
many  pr^/esfiiig  to  be  Democrats,  who  were  so 
.conncoted  with  banks,  as-- to  regard  this  measure 
jas  in  conflict  with  their  interests,  was  apparent  ai 
first.  There  may  have  been  some  whose  political 
! views  were  honestly  opposed  toil;  and  possibly 
j  there  may  havo  been  a  few  whose  polit  cal  aspira- 
1  tions  lead  ihem  to  assume  a  position  hostile  10  it, 
*  and  to  the  party  that  sustained  it,  or  at  least,  a 
I  position  of  '*  armed  aeutralitf." 

I  a  one  sense*  however,  sir^  it  is  a  party  mea»are, 
'  and  the  rallying  cry  of  party^  It  is  a  party  mea- 
'surc,  in  the  same  sense  as  ihe  revoluUon  in  Gng^ 
Hand  of  1688  wns  a  party  measure.  Sir,  that  was 
la  party  measure,  carrie<l  thnmgh  by  a  party, 
'  the  WhigS'of  that  day,  not  like  their  namesakes  of 
,the  present  day,  allhongb,  perhaps,  resembling 
.  ihem-  ia  sonm  points,  and  especially  in  the  princi-* 
.  pie  of  confining  the  political  power  to  the  wealthy 
i  classes.  It  was  a  pwty  which  overthrew  the«: 
I  tyranny  of  theSteuarui  and  gave  liberty  a  chance* 
ito  rally.  The  Independent  Treasury,  sir«  is  a 
I  party  measure  in  the  same  sense  as  was  glo-^. 
.  rious  Revoinl^.  That  was  emphatioaUy  a  party 
.  movemeat,  sustained  and  carried  through  by  the 
rallying  cry  of  party,  whksh^  was  but  another  name 
!  for  the  rallying  cry  of  independence  and  liberty. 
,  The  great  civil  revolution  of  1800  was  also  a  party 
measure,  wJhi^oveithrew  ancient  Fedfralism»  the 
.IMi'CombinnticniofHatfviha.^raMCiiUt  ol^ia^nia 


into  a  dynasty  of  pohiieal  power,  and  restored  the 
Constitution  at  its  last  gasp.  All  great  reforms  in 
the  political  institutions  or  condition  of  the  people 
in  this  country,  and  all.  others,  have  been  paity 
measnres,  and  have  been  sustained,  prosecuted, 
and  consummated  by  party  efforts,  party  ^eal,  and 
the  rallying  C17  of  party.  But  they  have  been  par- 
ties based  upon  prtndpje,  animated  by  an  appre- 
hension of  danger,  stimulated  by  the  Jove  of 
liberty,  united  and  struggling  for  a  great  and  com- 
mon object. 

In  this  sense,  sir,  the  Independent  Treasury  is 
a  party  movement,  a  great  r^rm  measure;  and 
should  we  be  fortunate  enough  to  carry  it  through 
and  establish  its  principles,  it  will,  in  my  humble 
judgment,  in  future  tinaes,  bear  some  degieeof  com- 
parison with  the  great  measures  10  which  I  have  re«> 
ferred.  Those  who  regard  it  in  no  higher  aspect  than 
a  mere  financial  arrangem<*nt,  a  question  of  tempo- 
rary expediency,  cannot  appreciate  the  motives  of 
thsse  who  consider  it  as  the  first  important  step  in 
the  reform  of  our  wretched  paper  money  system,  on 
the  one  hand,  and  of  our  political  institutions  on  the 
other.  Its  paramount  objects  are,  first,  the  real 
independence  of  the  Government  of  all  corporations, 
in  its  finances,  i^hich  are  the  life  blood  of  every 
Gk>vemment;  and,  secondly,  the  entire  separa- 
tion and  exclusion  of  the  organized  moneyed  pow- 
er from  our  political  institutions.  The  danger  from 
either  of  these  sources,  I  am  aware,  is  not  appre- 
ciated by  some,  but  in  the  apprehension  of  others, 
it  is  real  and  imminent.  It  is  not  an  imagina- 
ry danger.  The  evil  exists,  and  has  already  taken 
deep  root  in  our  soil;  it  ought  to  be,  it  must  be- 
arrested.  The  organized  moneyed  power  has  aW 
ready,  by  an  insensible  process,  b«come  an  impor- 
tant, yet  an  incongiuous  aad  alien  element  incur 
political  system.  Our  system  of  civil  polity,  both 
State  and  Federal,  is  in  its  theory  purely  popuior, 
free  from  any  other  ingi-edient,  or  any  modificjUiou 
of  the  great  principle  of  popular  sovereignty.  Its 
establishment,  as  well  as  its  ordinary  aetion,  is  a 
result  of  the  popular  wilL  If  any  hostilci  element 
becomes  incorporated  with  it,  its  purity  is  destroy- 
ed, the  harmony  of  its  action  islost,  and  jarring 
collisions  must  follow.  When  the  organized  mo- 
neyed power  becomes  so  incorporated  with  the  Go- 
vernment as  to  constitute  an  essential  elemen- 
tary principle  of  political  power,  the  system  w:^  be 
changed.  It  becomes  at  once  a  mixed  system, 
consisting  of  two  element**,  the  popular  will,  and 
the  associated  moneyed  power. 

This  last  element  is  e««entially  anti-Republican, 
or  even  monarphial,  for  what  is  the  principle  of 
monarchy,  but  that  of  independent,  irresponsible 
power,  neither  deri Ted  from,  nor  responsible  to,  the 
popular  will.  The  organized  moneyed  power, 
when  connected  with  the  Government,  is  equally 
independent  of  the  will  of  the  people,  and  removed 
from  all  responsibility  to  it.  But  I  cannot  now  go 
into  this  question,  and  have  alluded  to  it  only  to 
show  what  sort  of  party  victims  have  infiucnced  the 
action  of  the  friends  of  this  great  reform  meafiure. 

But,  sir,  whilst  it  it  ssserted  that  the  President 
has  abandoned  the  Sob-Tieasury  in  practice  and 
in  argument,  we  have  a  commentary  up4)n  hit  de* 
elaration  thai  "recent  evenu''  have  streiigrfiened . 
his  confidence  in  the  measure*  "What  the  l*reM'- 
dent  can  find,"  says  the  Senator,  "in  recent  events, 
to  sustain  the  renewed  reoommaiKlation  of  the  Sub- 
Treasury  scheme,  it  utterly  surpasses  my  powers 
of  comprehenaian  to  imagine.''  It  is  then  aisked,, 
in  a  tone  of  triumph,  if  the- banks  haveacit  resumed 
specie  payments,  if  they  have  not  restored  the  cur*^ 
rency,  and  proved  that  they  are  sound  and  safe  de«< 
posiiories  for  the  public  revenue?  It  is  true,  Kir» 
that  the  bank*  have,  in  a  large  section  of  the  Uni  r 
on,  recovered  from  their  prostrate  e^indiiioa,.  and 
done  so  in  a  short  period.  But  it  is  equally  true, 
that  this  has  been  nceompli»bed,  not  only  wkbooi 
the  interference  or  aid  of  th^  Government)  bnt 
whilst  the  Independent  Treasury  has  bean  in  pracr 
tical  operation,  whilst  the  revenues  have  genoially 
been  atianaged  without  the  agency  of  banks,  eilhep 
as  depositories  or  fiscal  agents.  Have  not  thesa 
"recent  events'*  disproved  what  was  so  easnesf  ly- 
maintain^  on  the  ether  side  of  this  Houses  that 
the  banks  could  not  recover  if  the  Gofeqim«nl  - 
8hoia4  diiK^ee-  itself  from  -thaa  in  iu-  fisml  kwi* 
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cel'ns]  In  this  respect,  therefore,  «*fecent  events** 
have  proired  that  gentlemen  on  the  other  side  of  the 
qaesiion  were  wrong)  and  that  its  friends  were 
rijrht.  Although  the  bill  did  not  become  a  law, 
stilt  the  separation  of  the  Treasury  from  banks  has 
practically  prevailed,  with  the  exceptions  referred 
to,  growing  out  of  payments  by  the  Bank  of  the 
United  Stales.  '^Recents  events,"  therefore,  have 
proved  that  the  separation  has  not,  as  was  con- 
stantly asserted  last  session,  injured  the  banks  even 
in  their  prostrate  condition.  The  alarm,  then,  that 
this  financial  system  would  injate  the  banks,  and 
destroy  credit,  is  proved,  by  the  experience  of  the 
past  year,  to  be  wholly  unfounded.  And  if  we 
compare  the  rapid  recovery  of  the  credit  and  car- 
rency  of  the  banks  now,  with  the  protracted  strag- 
gle which  they  passed  through  at  the  close  of  the 
last  war,  it  woald  seem  a  fair  and  just  conclusion 
tha)  the  disconnection  of  the  revenue  ttom  them 
facilitated  and  accelerated  their  restoration. 

Bat  this  is  not  all.  "Recent  events"  have  proved 
that  the  concerns  of  the  Treasary  can  be  cond acted 
without  any  bank  agency  whatsoever.  This  has 
actually  been  done  the  past  year,  with  the  excep- 
tions named,  without  any  sabstitutes  being  pro- 
vided by  law,  either  as  depositories  or  fiscal  agents. 
If  the  concerns  of  the  Treasary  have  been  safely 
managed  on  the  principles  of  the  separation,  with- 
out the  sabstitutes,  or  any  of  the  safeguards  which 
the  bill  provided,  does  it  not  demonstrate,  that  had 
it  become  a  law,  its  operation  would  have  been 
found  convenient,  safe,  and  highly  beneficialt 
The  experience,  therefore,  of  the  past  year,  has 
proved  that  bank  credit  and  currency  has  not  suf- 
fered, but  probably  been  benefitted,  by  the  discon- 
nection of  the  Treasury  with  banks;  and  it  has  also 
proved  that  the  concerns  of  the  Treasury  can  be  con-, 
ducted  without  their  agency.  These  are  two  very 
important  points  which  "recent  events"  have  esta- 
blished. 

But,  sir,  it  is  triumphantly  asked  whether,  in  his 
allusion  to  "recent  events,"  the  President  refers  to 
the  defalcations  of  his  sub-treasurers?  *  And  wh6 
are  these  defa altera  whom  the  Senator  denominates 
as  snb-treasurers?  They  are  the  late  collector  of 
New  York,  the  late  district  attorney  of  the  same 
city,  and  a  disbursing  officer  in  the  army.  Tliese 
are  the  Senator's  sub- treasurers;  but,  unfortunately 
for  his  purpose,  they  were  sub-treasurers  under  his 
favorite  deposite  bank  sjrstem;  and  their  defalca- 
tions occurred  under  that  system;  and  yet  the 
gentleman  sneeringly  characterises  these  officers  as 
sub-treasnrers.  Sir,  not  one  of  them  was  a  sub- 
treasurer,  according  to  the  provisions  of  the  bill 
which  passed  the  Senate  at  the  last  session.  One 
was  a  collector  of  the  customs,  bat  would  not  ha^e 
been  a  depositary  of  the  revenue  had  \hat  bill  be- 
come a  law;  one  was  a  disbursing  officer  In  the  ar- 
my, and  the  other  a  district  attorney,  who  was 
neither  a  receiving  or  disbursing  officer.  What, 
then,  ha/e  the  defalcations  of  these  officers  to  do 
with  the  Snb-Treasuryl  I  will  tell  yoa,  sir,  what 
they  have  to  do  with  it.  They  show,  or  particu- 
larly that  of  the  collector,  the  argent  necessity  of 
some  of  the  legal  provisions  and  safeguards  con- 
tained in  the  Independent  Treasury  bill;  they  prove 
the  defects  of  existing  laws,  and  the  imperious  ne- 
cessity for  additional  guards,  checks  and  .«%carities, 
in  reject  to  all  public  agents  who  either  receive, 
keep,  or  disburse  the  public  funds;  they  demon- 
strate the  importance  and  necessity  of  a  great  moral 
principle  contained  in  that  bill,  which  made  the 
conversion  of  the  public  funds  a  enmt^  a  felony.' 
This  principle  would  have  thrown  around  your 
Treasury  a  moral  obligation  of  immense  force.  If 
there  is  any  one  consideration  which  will  operate 
with  more  force  than  any  or  all  others,  on  men  in 
responsible  and  honorable  public  stations,  it  is  the 
apprehension  of  the  loss  of  character,  to  be  follow- 
ed by  disgrace  and  infjmy.  This  powerful  re- 
straint has  been  wanting.  The  policy  of  your  laws, 
instead  of  making  it  a  cr.me  to  use  the  public  mo- 
ney, has  encouraged  iti  a<ie  by  the  agents  having 
the  custody  of  it.  And,  in  regard  to  defaalters, 
they  are  not  sabject  to  a  criminal  prosecution,  and 
incur  no  other  responsihiliiy  than  a  liability  to  a 
civil  suit,  for  the  money  which  they  have  plundered 
from  the  Treasury. 

•But  we  are  told;  sir,  that  such  is  the  wuJmm  of 


human  nature,  that  it  will  not  do  to  entrust  the 
public  treasure  to  men  in  public  office.  "Far 
better  would  it  be  in  my  humble  judgment,  to  heed 
the  prayer  which  divine  wisdom  has  taught  to  hu- 
man wedkneu,  and  'to  lead  not*  public  officers 
(who  are  but  men)  into  *  temptation,'  by  commit- 
ting to  their  custody  large  sums  of  money."  The 
weakness  and  depravity  of  human  nature  may  be 
a  sound  principle  in  theology,  but  in  politics  it  is 
the  principle  of  despotism;  the  basis  on  *which 
all  Qo^C'niments  rest  that  tread  in  the  dust  the 
rights  and  liberties  of  the  people.  This  is  not  the 
first  time  we  have  heard  this  language  from  the 
same  quarter.  It  has  been  repeated  in  every  dis- 
cussion of  the  financial  question  before  the  Senate 
the  last  two  sessions.  The  weakness  of  human 
nature'  Public  officers  who  are  but  men  cannot  be 
trusted;  they  ought  not  even  to  be  exposed  to  temp- 
tation. To  whom  shall  public  trusts  be  confided, 
if  not  to  men?  Shall  they  be  intrusted  to  corpora- 
tions, which  are  above  the  weakness  of  human  na- 
ture, and  removed  fVom  temptation?  What 
slavish  doctrine  is  this  to  be  heard  in  the  Senate  of 
the  United  States?  Sir,  I  have  listened  to  this  lan- 
guage with  astonishment  in  this  hall,  coming,  as  it 
has,  from  a  quarter  whence  I  should  have  least 
expected  sentimenu  so  derogatory  to  freemen,  so 
discouraging  to  popular  liberty  from  a  Representa- 
tive of  that  enlightened  Commonwealth,  which, 
on  former  occasions,  speaking  through  her  dis- 
tinguished and  enlightened  sons,  was  the  first  to 
proclaim  and  defend  those  great  truths,  of  the  mo- 
ral and  intellectual  capabilities  of  man,  for  the 
high  purposes  of  self-government.  Is  this  the  lan- 
guage, sir,  we  hear  from  a  professed  disciple  of 
Jefferson,  claiming  to  be  brought  ap  at  the  feet  of 
G^amaliel;  a  disciple,  I  will  not  say,  without  any  of 
the  principles  of  his  u  aster,  but  ceria^v  wanting 
in  -some  of  the  most  essential  and  ^pRdamental 
principles  which  distinguished  that  illustrious  man. 

Sir,  did  Jefferson  talk  about  the  weakness  and 
frailty  of  man?  Did  he  distrust  the  people?  Let 
him  speak  for  himself:  "  Some,"  says  this  great 
reformer,  "soppose  that  man  cannot  be  trustnl  to 
govern  himself.  Have  we,  then,  found  angel<  in 
the  form  of  kings  to  govern  him?  Let  history  an- 
swer this  question."  Mr.  Jefferson  said  that  selfish, 
weak,  and  timid  aristocrats  alone  distrusted  and 
feared  the  people,  whilst  the  honest  Republican, 
who  was  content  with  a  common  share  of  the  bene- 
fits of  social  institutions,  had  confidence  in  the 
mass,  as  he  was  willing  to  enjoy  his  own  rights  in 
common  with  them,  believing  that  the  only  just  and 
effectual  way  to  secure  his  individual  rights,  was  to 
guard  and  protect  the  rights  and  liberties  of  all.  He 
did  not  believe  that  men  were  too  frail  to  be  en- 
trusted with  power,  or  the  public  treasure.  If  he 
had  any  error,  it  was  in  going  to  the  opposi'e  ex- 
treme, and  entertaining  too  exalted  an  opinion  of 
the  moral  and  intellectual  capacities  of  man- 
kind. 

This  doctrine,  that  from  the  weakness  of  human 
nature,  men  cannot  be  safely  trusted  with  the 
custody  and  direction  of  the  public  revenue,  is  not 
an  argument  against  the  Sub-Treasury  bill  only, 
but  it  is  equally  an  argument  against  all  free  Go- 
vernments. Yes,  sir,  against  all  Governments 
which  profess  to  consult  the  rights  and  interests  of 
the  people.  It  is  consistent  only  with  a  Govern- 
ment purely  despotic,  where  the  rnleis  form  a  dis- 
tmct  class  from  the  rest  of  the  nation,  and  are  per- 
mitted to  oppress  and  plunder  them  at  their  plea- 
sure. 

The  unreasonable  distrust  of  the  Executive,  who 
is  a  mere  popular  magistrate,  elected  by  the  people, 
responsible  to  them,  and  liable  at  all  times  to  be 
impeached  by  their  Representatives,  is  a  part  of 
the  same  doctrine,  founded  on  the  "weakness"  of 
human  nature.  Whether  it  was  this  sentiment  of 
distrust  of  mankind,  which  had  induced  the  leaders 
of  Conservatism  to  asjume  the  position  of  "armed 
-  neutrate,"  I  cannot  say.  But  certain  it  is,  they  ap- 
pear of  late  to  have  lost  all  confidence  in  men,  as 
public  agents,  and  to  put  their*  trast  only  in  cor- 
porations. The  other  chief  of  the  armed  neutrali- 
ty, the  honorable  Senator  from  New  York,  [Mr. 
Tallmadoc,]  whom  I  do  not  now  see  in  his  pUce, 
has  aiw  become  alarmed  at  the  "weakness"  of  hu- 
man nature,  the  dangeNnw  ittfluenoe  of  ilie  p^ie 


funds  and  Ececullvc  nowef,  on  men  inoffioe  s..^ 
to  have  disturbed  the  Conservative  compoeare  of 
his  nattiral  disposition.  He  has  not  only  exoroi. 
ed  his  fears  of  this  infloence,  in  eloqaenisuiiaior 
his  own,  but  has  added  to  them  the  moi«  soft  ni 
touching  language  of  poetry.  This  iDfltunce,  hs 
says,  comes  over  us  like 

'  The  swMl  BottUi,  brMihii^  on  a  t)ed  of  ?ble(a." 
Alai  mtng,  sir,  truly  alarmiag !  Who  en  bopr 
to  stand  before  such  an  influence  as  this?  The«Nw 
dt<l  love  of  money,  and  the  selfish  love  of  oAee^. 
refined  down  to  the  odoriferous  breath  of  tbetfeet 
South,  arising  from  a  bed  of  flowers.  I  am  not 
aware,  sir,  who  is  the  author  of  this  poetry;  Vtt 
whoever  he  may  be,  I  hardly  think  he  doigBcd  it 
for  an  anti-Sub-Treasnry  speech;  yet  it  reallj  af- 
fords the  strongest  aigument  against  that  meuue 
which  its  opponents  have  urged. 

Bat,  Mr.  President,  if  thi  aigmneatsof  the  gen^ 
tlem^n,  derived  from  the  weakness  of  homia  ai- 
ture,  were  well  founded,  I  appeal  to  them  for  Ibeir 
remedy.  If  they  dare  not  trust  KOb-treasareis--« 
they  choose  to  call  all  receiving  oflicers and  all vh» 
may  have  the  cu'^tody  or  disbursement  of  the  p«^ 
lie  funds— because  they  are  men^  pray,  sir,  wlnt 
will  they  do?  What  is  their  scheme  for  collect 
keeping  and  disbursing  the  public  revean^  If  |mw 
sons  art  not  safe  fiscal  agent«,  what  will  they  nb> 
stitute?  Will  they  substitute  corporations,  not Qolf 
for  depositories,  but  for  collecting  and  disbaraag 
agent>?  All  our  revenues  pass  throagh  the  hiidt  | 
of  three  sets  of  officers  —the  receiving,  keepiag  inJl 
disbur>iog  officers.  The  loeceiptsof  ihe  reveaaeaie 
at  numerous  points,  on  your  eitensiveeomniereiil  ' 
seaboard,  on  the  lakes,  and  yoar  sixty  land  cifies 
in  the  extensive  region  of  the  We^t.  Yoor  disbois^* 
men  ts  are  made  in  almost  every  part  of  oar  oat- 
stretched  territory,  and  to  the  Indian  tribes  befosd 
yoor  settlements,  and  on  board  of  your  poblieAipi 
in  foreign  countries.  We  have  disbnrsiag  oiees 
for  the  army,  the  navy,  for  the  fortifieationi  ud 
public  works,  with  the  Indian  tribes,  and  on  boiri 
public  ships.  - 

If  public  officers  cannot  safely  be  trosled,  bo* 
cause,  under  a  lax  and  defective  system  of  kw^ 
some  have  proved  defaulters,  we  mast  employ  €» 
poraiina^  for  all  these  various  services  athoaMoi 
abroad.  Certainly  there  are  oo  more  groandi  at  { 
distrust  public  officers  as  depositories  than  iin* 
ceivers  and  disbursers  of  the  revenue.    To  i 


plish  this  object,  it  will  become  necessaiy  to  ft  j 
these  corporations  on  wheels,  as  they  now  k^ 
nately  do  not  possess  the  power  of  loconote 
And  yon  must  construct  railroads,  so  as  to  eoaUi  ; 
them  to  move  with  celerity  where  the  exigeoMi 
of  the  public  service  may  require*  The  tnwjsiw 
to  be  paid  in  Florida;  you  must  put  some  retpecttr 
ble  bank  on  wheels,  and  send  it  eft  to  attend  to  Ihtf 
service.  Annuities  are  to  be  paid  to  the  I«^ 
and  some  Western  bank  most  be  despatched  beyoM 
the  settlements  for  that  service. 

But,  sir,  if  all  this  was  praciteable,  the  |eld^ 
men  could  not  get  over  the  difficulty,  spnipil 
from  the  weakness  of  human  nature.   TiMtv  a 

nvery  serious  difficulty  to  get  over,  sir,  and,  as  IM 
already  said,  is  fatal  to  all  free  government,  aw^ 
human  liberty.  Be*  what  is  a  corpoittioB?  i 
mere  abstraction,  an  ileal,  imaginary  being,  » \ 
isiing  in  law,  but  not  in  fact.  For  al.  we  M* 
know  of  its  existence  or  actions,  is  of  an  M*i*j 
tion  of  individuals.  Its  actions,  althongk  ia  a  1^ 
gal  sense  the  acts  of  the  corporation,  are  ia  iwfi 
the  acts  of  the  directors  and  ofllcen  who  v$^  i 
powered  to  control  the  corporation.  Hiey,  ia  Ml 
are  the  corporation.  All  that  is  gained,  thffi  m 
employing  corporations  ns  financial  agestt,  iH^ 
substitute  one  set  of  ofilcers  for  another— the  w 
cers  of  a  corporation  for  those  of  the  Govennfl^ 
It  is  to  entrust  your  fnnds  to  oflScen  whoa  *y 
not  appoint,  and  ever  woom  we  nave  no  ctaW 
instead  of  officers  of  oar  own  creation,  snbyMI 
oar  own  laws,  accountable  ni  all  times  to  th>^ 
vemu>ent,  liable  to  be  remored,  and  safajectloMP 
rei^nlaiions,  rsstrictiona,  nnd  pains  and  pwi|ijgij| 
Congress  may  pieaeribe.  Are  not  the  s<tt<jj{ 
banks  subject  to  thesnuM  weaknesa,  and  eaM 
to  the  same  temptatiens,  as  ofllcers  of  iht  WV 
Stales?    Have  then  not  beeAns  aumy 
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ind  frands  by  corporation  officers  as  by  those  of 
this  Govemmeni?  I(  is  tme,  that  io  tvery  instance 
sarh  fraads  might  not  expose  the  Treasury  of  (he 
United  States  to  a  loss,  If  it  had  fonds  deposited  in 
ft  biok  controiled  by  sach  ofiicers;  but  it  is,  how- 
efcr,  inie,  that  all  (he  losses  the  United  States  have 
nutained  by  banks  have  been  in  conseqaence  of 
thefraadalenland  dishonest  conductor  their  offi- 
cers. Bur  it  seems  to  be  claimed  that  it  is  wrong 
for  the  Government  to  expose  poblic  officers  to 
Ike  temptation  of  having  the  custody  and  control  of 
ft  lai^ge  amooDt  of  money.  Would  not  this  ai^u- 
meat  apply  with  equal  force  to  the  banks,  and  if 
jasi,  be  fatal  to  the  whole  banking  system? 

Mr.  President,  the  honorable  Senator  (r6m  Vir- 
giaia  remarked  that  he  should  be  happy  to  see  bis 
friend  from  Pennsylvania  [Mr.  Buchanan]  Sscre- 
tary  of  the  Treasury;  but  that  gentleman,  very 
wisely,  in  my  opinion,  promptly  declined  the  prof- 
fned  honor.  This  led  the  Senator  from  Virginia 
to  remark,  that  he  was  not  surprised  at  it,  consider- 
ing the  "rottenness  of  the  whole  concern."  .  Of  the 
sonndaes  or  rottenness  of  the  Administration,  the 
^eotleoan,  in  his  new  position  at  the  head  of  the 
"armed  neutrality,"  now  become  a  reinforcement  to 
the  Opposition,  may  not  perhaps  be  the  most  im- 
partial or  competent  judge.  It  does  not  appear  to 
be  a  position  favorable  for  the  discovery  of  trath, 
as  old  friends  and  old  objects  evidently  appear  to 
the  Senator^  political  vision  very  different  from 
vhftt  they  did  when  he  was  on  this  side  of  the 
Honse.  He  can  now  discover  a  dark  spot  upon  the 
ton,  and  see  faults  of  vast  magnitude  and  propor- 
tions, which  be  did  not  discern  at  all  when  in  his 
old  position.  Whether  there  was  a  fog  on  the 
other  side  of  the  hall,  or  whether  it  is  wilful  blind- 
ne»  00  the  part  of  those  who  cannot  see  objects 
except  in  the  light  they  desire  to  see  them,  I  will 
not  undertake  to  determine;  but,  from  some  canse 
or  other,  the  position  is  very  unfavorable  to  the 
discovery  of  truth. 

But  whether  the  Administration  is  a  "rotten 
coneeitt''  or  not,  I  think  the  Senator  from  Penn* 
sjiraoia  may  hare  good  reasons  for  his  decision, 
after  what  he  has  witnessed  here  and  in  the  other 
eddof  the  Capitol,  of  a  diaposition  to  assail,  npon 
the  most  frivolous  grounds,  the  head  of  the  Trea- 
tnry  Department.  It  is  difficult  to  satiify  gentle- 
men in  any  thing,  and  it  seems  utterly  hopeless  to 
attempt  to  please  them  in  the  concerns  of  theTrea* 
sory.  The  Secretary  is  either  hostile  to  the  banks, 
or  indifferent  towards  them,  or  has  too  much  affeo- 
tiOB  for  them;  he  is  either  discrediting  their  bills,  or 
improperly  aiding  in  eireotating  them.  He  cannot 
^pehis  course  exactly  so  as  to  please  gentlemen, 
aad  this  ii  remarkable  when  they  show  so  much 
UXtety  to  be  pleased.  Under  these  unfortunate 
cntqmstance?,  and  as  the  Senator  from  Penn.^y1- 
wnia  hz'i  dcclitied  the  honor,  it  has  occurred  to 
me  ih^,  in  a  certain  contingency,  nn  arrangement 
might  be  made  in  regard  to  the  Treasury  which 
wcdM  be  perfectly  satisfactory  to  all  the  gentlemen 
Oft  ihe  other  side  of  ihe  House.  The  event  to 
which  I  refer,  is  the  election  in  1840;  for  should 
Ite  combined  forces  of  the  Opposition  be  success - 
ffti,  the  honorable  Senator  from  Virginia,  who  has 
kill*  given  his  attention  to  financial  subjects, 
dtoold  be  placed  at  the  head  of  the  Treasury. 
Ills  troc,  sir,  the  event  on  which  this  important 
tAnlt  to  the  financial  interests  of  the  country  de- 
ptBds,  is  not  only  contingent,  but  itroccurreoce  is 
lather  doubtfal.  And  the  prospect  of  its  taking 
iktee  is  not  brigthening,  but  daily  becoming  darker, 
w elections  the  past  year,  and  other  indicatiens 
of  poblic  sentiment,  do  not  seem  to  favor  the  opi- 
ftktt  that  such  a  result^  is  very  probable.  Still, 
however,  it  is  possible.  At  the  last  session,  in  the 
»BBl  kind  and  friendly  spirit,  I  cautioned  and  ad- 
ttmished  my  excellent  friend  ov«r  the  way,  (look- 
lig  tovanls  Mr.  Clat  of  Kentucky,)  not  to  suffer 
hmelf  (o  be  deceived  by  appearances.  I  told  him 
ttil  the  indications  of  public  opinion,  when  the 


of  a  panic  or  other  temporary  causes,  could 
i'Wbt  safely  be  relied  upon,  and  that  it  would  be 
[%»tioi^  IbaiL  a  reasonable  foresight  to  foibear 
W^iot  ftn^  4istiBcc<)ir#aag<e«ients  for  taking  poa- 
tarioa  of  the  White  House  in=  1841.  Bubaequent 
iwms  have  proved  the  aeaMmablMeas  and  wisdom 
^thii«drie^'ivhialrl  have  no  doiibc  was  reeaived 


in  the  same  friendly  spirit  in  which  it  was  proffered. 
The  prospect  for  the  success  of  any  Opposition 
candidate  is  not  quite  so  good  now  as  it  was  then; 
and  what  is  more  discouraging  for  my  distinguished 
friend,  there  appears  now  to  be  some  reason  to 
doubt  whether  he  will  get  on  to  llhe  course.  With 
all  his  skill  and  experience  as  a  tactician,  the  mili- 
tary chieftain,  and  the  expounder  of  the  Constitu- 
tion, appear  to  have  got  the  start  of  him  in  the 
Presidential  race. 

But,  sir,  notwithstanding  all  these  discouraging 
circumstances,  it  is  still  possible  the  Opposition 
may  succeed.  Their  spirit  is  unsubdued,  their 
thirst  for  power  unabated,  and  their  perseverance 
worthy  of  a  bettrr  cause.  But  to  my  mind  one 
thing  is  certain,  if  they  do  succeed,  it  will  be  en- 
tirely owing  to  the  powerful  reinforcement  they 
have  received  from  the  gallant  band  of  armed 
neutrals.  That  party,  it  is  true,  cannot  boast  of 
their  numerical  strength,  but  what  they  lack  in 
numbers  they  make  up  in  zeal  and  courage.  Like 
all  other  deserters,  they  are  distinguished  for  the 
bitterness  of  their  feelings.  Some  of  their  chief 
leaders  appear  to  hate  the  President  so  badly,  as 
almost  to  excite  a  suspicion  that  they  had  once 
been  his  friends.  To  make  up  for  past  errors,  they 
are  now  most  spirited  and  active  in  the  war  car- 
ried on  against  the  Administration  and  its  friends. 
They  have  thrown  themselves  into  the  breach,  and 
seem  resolved  to  lead  the  "forlorn  hope,''  and  to 
merit  the  highest  honors,  even  if  they  do  not  share 
the  richest  rewards,  of  victory. 

The  precise  numbers  of  this  formidable  rein- 
forcement have  not  been  ascertainec.  I  think, ' 
when  they  rallied  under  their  own  flag,  they  mus- 
tered three  hundred  in  the  city  of  New  York;  and 
at  the  recent  election  in  Maine,  they  mads  a  spi- 
rited movement,  and  having  a  very  popular  candi- 
date, cam<^ut  in  all  their  strenglh.  The  result 
was  glorious.  If  I  mistake  not,  and  I  appeal  to 
my  friend  from  Maine  [Mr.  Williams]  to  set  me 
righ  if  I  am  in  error,  they  polled  two  hundred 
and  eighty-two  votes,  all  told.  On  this  splended 
result  of  a  noble  struggle,  a  wag  is  said  to  have  re- 
marked, that  had  it  not  been  for  (he  unfortunate  cir- 
cumstance of  there  being  eighty-three  thousand  scat- 
tering votes  cast  for  (Messrs.  Fairfield  and  Kent, 
the  candidate  of  the  armed  neutrality  would  have 
been  elected  in  spite  of  iate ! 

In  my  own  State,  at  the  last  election,  they  polled 
about  fourteen  hundred  votes,  out  of  flAy  thou- 
sand; Most  of  these,  it  is  now  believed,  have  re- 
turned to  their  first  love,  and  the  re«idne,  following 
the  example  of  their  chiefs,  have  gone  bag  and 
baggage  over  to  the  camp  of  the  enemy.  In  New 
York,  where  one  of  thf  ir  chiefs  resides,  this  party 
most  be  more  numerous,  and  no  doubt  they  con- 
tributed largely  towards  the  laie  glorious  victory 
achieved  by  the  combined  forces;  and  I  really  hope 
that  injustice  and  jngratitade  will  not  prevail,  but 
that  their  disinterested  services  will  be  duly  appre- 
ciated and  suitably  rewarded.  In  the  Old  Do- 
minion, where  the  most  distinguished  chief  of  the 
armed  neutrals  belongs,  their  forces  must  be  formi- 
dable in  numbers,  and  repectable  in  character. 
There  may  be  some  in  oiher  States^  of  which  I 
have  no  information. 

Now,  Mr.  President,  the  importance  and  the 
valuable  services  of  this  reinforcement,  will  not,  I 
hope,  be  estimated  according  to  their  numbers,  but 
according  to  their  zeal,  their  activity,  and  the  great 
sacrifices  they  have  mpde  of  feeling,  interest,  and 
long  cherished  friendships,  from  a  pure  love  of 
principle.  On  this  subject  I  have  a  word  to  say 
to  my  worthy  friends  of  the  Opposition  proper, 
and,  I  donbt  not,  they  will  take  a  hint  from  me 
kindly.  I  say  to  yon  then,  gentlemen,  receive 
these  allies  graciously,  and  treat  them  not  only 
justly,  but  generously  and  kindly.  Do  not  esti- 
mate their  merits  according  to  the  poor  standard  of 
their  numbers,  but  according  to  their  desires  to 
serve  you.  Overlook,  I  beseech  you,  their  past 
errors;  you  will  remember  that  they  were  then  in 
a  false  position,  and  surrounded  by  your  enemies; 
and  let  all  their  votes  against  you  be  ''expunged" 
from  your  memories.  Be  not  only  just  to  them, 
bat  generous;  and  should  you  be  snccesffol,  (of 
which,  however,  there  is  very^  little  prospect.'^  ^ 
hope  to  be  excused  for  reminding  yoU  >•*  *'         ' 


half  of  your  settled  principle,  which  I  trust  will  not 
be  forgotten  in  the  disposition  of  the  spoils;  it  ia 
this— l&a<lAe  Kighesi  Aonori  tkouU^  emjentd  on 
tlu  ItatdemrUn, 

Mr.  President,  I  am  satlsfied-that  should  the  al- 
lied forces  of  the  Opposition  succeed  in  1840,  the 
claims  of  the  honorable  Senator  from  Virginia 
will  be  so  strong  that  they  cannot  be  resisted.  He 
will  be  placed  at  the  head  of  the  Treasury.  Then, 
sir,  all  our  financial  difficulties  will  be  at  an  end; 
there  will  be  no  more  war  on  the  banks  or  tamper- 
ing with  the  currency;  he  will  pursue  that  .happy 
medium,  avoiding,  on  the  one  hand,  hostility  to  the 
banks,  and  on  the  other,  too  great  affection  for 
them.  Then  the  condition  of  the  Treasury  will 
be  presented  as  clearly  as  the  noon-day  hun;  no 
mystification,  no  obscuration,  but  twtty  thing  plain 
and  intelligible. 

Still,  sir,  there  may  be  some  doubt  as  to  the  prin- 
ciples on  which  the  future  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
quer will  administer  the  finances.  Like  most  other 
great  men  who  have  figured  largely,  and  for  a 
length  of  time,  his  sentiments  appears  to  have  un- 
dergone very  important  fluctuations  and  changes. 
Perhaps,  in  this  respect,  there  is  no  material  diffe- 
rence between  him  and  many  of  his  contemporaries, 
except  in  one  important  particular.  Whilst  they 
have  been  going  one  way,  he  has  been  going  the 
other,  whilst  they  have  been  advancing,  he  has 
been  receding. 

Now,  sir,  the  country  would  like  to  know  whe- 
ther the  Treasury  will  be  administered  according  to 
the  views  of  the  Senator  at  any  one  distinct  period, 
or  according  to  his  views  at  several  distinct  periods, 
united  and  blended  together;  and  if  the  former,  what 
period  is  to  be  selected?  This  is  a  very  important 
matter.  If  his  opinions  in  1834  were  to  form  'the 
basis  of  his  administration,  he  should  certainly 
have  my  humble  support.  A  better  head  of  the 
Treasury  I  could  not  desire.  His  financial  princi- 
ples at  that  time  weri  sound,  enlightened,  and  pa- 
triotic, as  explained  on  this  floor  in  a  speech  equally 
distinguished  for  fervid  eloquence  and  just  and  pa- 
triotic sentiments.  I  have  an  extract  from  that 
speech  before  me,  which  I  have  no  donbt  the  Sena- 
tor's new  friends  will  be  gratified  to  hear'  read,  al- 
though I  am  sorry,  at  th&  late  hour,  to  deuin  the 
Senate: 

Extract  from  Mr.  Rive9*§  apeeeh  of  1834. 
"Of  all  ttaereforoM,  Mcial,  pollUea].  or  economical,  required 
by  the  g rtat  iatertila  ofilie  country,  that  whicii  ia  moat  ufganu 
\y  demanded,  and  which  promiaoa,  in  ita  accompiiahmenu  the 
largest  resulta  of  utility,  ee  nrity  and  public  benefit,  ia,  beyond 
coropariaon,  ihe  rcMtoreUion  of  fke  Ootemment  to  itAa/  it  wu 
intended,  by  thK/ramm-ft  of  the  OonBtiiutioHy  to  be— a  hard 
money  Government.  We  are  too  much  in  the  habit,  Mr.  Pre- 
aident,  of  regardins  the  evNs  or  a  paper  ayatem  aa  neceasary  and 
ineurable^  and  of  being  content  with  thedelaaiTe  palliation  ef 


ihoaa  evlla  auppoaed  to  be  darirad  from  iheconiroling  auprana' 
cy  of  a  National  Ilanlk.  *  '  *  Whatever  influeitca 
such  an  institution  may  be  auppoaed  to  exert,  In  prcrarving  the 
aottndMeaaof  the  currency,  that  object  would  be  much  more  ef> 
fectuallv  promoted  by  a  rfffum,  asfnr  at  ptaeticabte,  tq  a  me- 
taUie circulation.  The  firti  atep  towards  that  return,  ia  to  let 
the  Bank  or  the  United  States  gndown. 

'*The  ordinal y  channela  of  circulation  being  thus  supplied 
with  gold  and  silver,  the  Government  would  be  prepared,  with- 
out hanlahip  to  the  public  creditor,  to  reauirt  payment  of  Ha 
dues  in  epecie,  and  thue  renlize  a  reform^  than  ^rhivh  none 
could  be  more  deeply  interceting^  in  every  aspect,  to  the  safe- 
ty and  prosperity  of  the  country." 

Sir,  these  are  noble,  eievaied  and  patriotic  senti- 
ments: sound  and  enlightened,  resting  on  the  firm 
basis  of  the  Constitution  and  4he  eiejoal  piiociples 
of  right  and  justice.  These  sentiments  are  worthy 
the  occasion  that  called  them  forth,  and  worthy 
that  ancient  and  ''unterrified"  Commonwealth  from 
whose  representative  ihey  came.  At  thai  time  the 
gentleman  was  the  bold  advocate  ot  ^reform  in  our 
financial  system,  and  for  precisely  the  same  reform 
we  now  desire — a  reform  which,  in  a  "social,  com- 
mercial and  political  po  nt  of  view,"  he  declared  lo 
be  more  desirable  than  all  others.  When  che  chan- 
nel of  circulation  were  filled  with  goUi  and  silver, 
he  was  for  collecting  the  public  revenue  in  specie 
only,  and  for  brin;;ing  the  Government  back  to 
what  it  was  intended  to  be  by  its  framers,  a  simple 
**hard  money  Government."  Well,  sir,  the.'*nis 
nelsofcirculaijpn  are  now  full;  tkt'"*^^*V*  ^^  ^t 
time,  neaHy  one  hundred  ^ftj}*'ijf*'  <[we  was 
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pledge,  10  help  to  carry  out  this  great  and  glorioaB 
reform. 

Bat,  sir,  I  fear  I  shall  appeal  to  bim  in  vain;  he 
has  long  since  abandoned  these  noble  sentiments, 
for  reasons  no  doabt  satisfactory  to  himself,  and  has 
even  attempted  to  disavowr  them  or  explain  them 
away.  In  some  publication  since,  he  ha^  attempted 
to  destroy  the  entire  Mnse  and  meaning  of  the  Ian-  , 
guage  I  have  quoted,  by  a  forced  construction,  mak- 
ing the  whole  sense  depend  on  the  qualifying 
clause  as  to  the  channels  of  circulation  being 
filled  with  gold  and  silver.  Sir,  no  one  ever  did 
advocate  a  return  to  the  hard  money  policy  of  tht 
Constitution,  and  the  collection  of  the  revenue  in 
specie,  until  there  was  gold  and  silver  enoagh  in 
the  country  fur  the  purpose.  No  one,  sir,  pro* 
poses  to  carry  out  this  hard  money  policy  until  the 
channete  of  circulation  are  filled.  This  was  the 
object  of  the  specie  provision  in  the  bill  of  last 
sc^sioQ.  Bat  i^  the  Senator  now  in  favor  of  collect- 
ing the  revenues  in  specie,  at  gny  tme  and  under 
any  circumstances?  Do  his  present  objections  to 
that  policy  rest  on  the  ground  that  the  channels  of 
circulation  ar-e  not  full,  or  do  ihey  apply  to  the 
principle  of  the  policy  it^lf?  Let  his  course  for 
the  last  three  years,  answer  these  questions.  What- 
ever his  reasons  may  be,  no  one  can  doubt  that  he 
has  abandoned  his  hard  money  policy  or  1B34. 

The  next  we  learn  of  his  finaacial  notions  was  in 
his  course  in  regard  to  the  deposite  act  of  1836. 
He  advocated  and  voted  for  that  bill,  which  first 
If  gralized  the  connection  between  the  Government 
and  the  Stare  banks,  but  jnrqfesBtd  to  do  it  with 
great  reluctance,  and  only  as  a  choice  of  evils. 
Immediately  after  its  passaj^e,  a  coniroversy  com- 
menced among  the  Opposition  presses  respecting 
the  paternity  of  that  law.  Some  claimed  that  it 
justly  belonged  to  the  distinguished  Sfualor  from 
South  Carolina,  [Mr.  Calhoun,]  ainl  others  ihat  a 
distinguished  Senator  from  MasL-achusetts.  not 
nOw  in  his  seat,  [Mr.  WcfisTKR,]  was  its  author 
and  parent.  But  at  the  cf'srinenoement  of  the  next 
session,  the  Senator  from  Virginia,. and  his  friend 
ffom  New  York  [Mr.  Tallmaogb]  seemed  to  claim 
that  they,  if  not  the  authors  of  it,  were  chirfly 
responsible  for  it.  A  measure  which  they  had 
supported  with  great  reluctance,  and  under  a  sort 
of  duress,  had  become  their  favorite  measure.  If 
a  word  was  said  directly  or  incidentally  against  it, 
one  or  hoih  of  the  gentlemen  immediately  took  the 
floor  as  its  champion.  If  not  their  natnral  child,  it 
has  certainly  b<fcome  their  offspring  by  adoption. 

Mr.  President,  those  of  as  on  this  side  of  (he 
House,  who  voted  for  that  measure,  al^o  noted 
under  a  conviction  of  necessity  and  a  choice  of  evils. 
We  considered  it  a  measure,  that  could  only  be  juMi- 
fied  on  the  i^roand  of  necessity,  growing  out  of  (he 
peculiarandalarmingstateofourfinance^ibulwedid 
not  then, nor  since,regard  it  as  involving  any  coropro- 
mission  of  political  principle,  or  as  interfering,  in 
the  slightest  degree,  wijh  our  political  relations. 
We,  sir,  did  not  regard  it  as  a  point  for  a  new  de- 
parture, or  for  commencing  a  new  political  reck- 
oning. How  it  may  have  been  viewird  by  the 
Senator  from  Virginia,  and  his  friend  from  New 
York,  is  not  for  me  to  say. 

At  the  n  xt  session,  in  1837,  we  reached  the  third 
stage  in  the  Senatos's  financial  views,  as  disclosed 
in  what  was  called  his  currency  bill,  and  his  man- 
agement of  that  bill  before  the  Senate.  The  bill 
in  itself  ^as  well  enough,  it  only  re-enacted  the  joint 
resolntion  of  1816,  with  a  provision  designed  to 
restrain  and  regnlate  th.'  issues  of  the  State  hanks. 
At  that  time,  this  had,  to  a  limited  extent,  been 
the  policy  of  the  Administration;  I  had  not  much 
confidence  in  it,  but  was  willing  to  give  it  a  fair 
trial.  I  voted  for  tht  bill,  and  am  by  no  means  sure 
now,' that  if  we  cannot  establish  the  Independent 
Treasury,  it  would  be  wise  to  adopt  that  bill,  which 
in  its  practical  operation,  in  one  or  two  years  from 
this  time,  I  think  in  1840,  would  entirely  exclude 
all  bank  paper  from  your  revenue;  for  there  is  not 
now,«ftd,willnotihenbe,  any  banks  that  do  not  issue 
notes  Uss  t!htt«  twenty  dollars.  This,  however,  I 
do  not  snopose  ^yas^  ||i|fleman»s  object.  At 
that  period  the  idea  of  rggHUji^.^^  reaulaiine 
the  currency,  by  the  regaUtion«TMr«^^  J^ 
the  revenue,  wad  a  prom inent  and  di8.inctf9mPi|^^ 
the  Senator's  financial  policy.  He  designed  to  restram*' 


and  control  (he  currency  of  the  States,  by  the  Fe- 
deral revenue;  and  thus  to  effect,  indirectly,  what 
he  admitted  we  have  no  power  to  do  directly. 

In  the  undue  importance  attached  to  this  mea- 
sure, and  the  management  of  the  bill  when  before 
the  Senate,  some  gentlemen  supposed  at  the  time 
that  they  discovered  pcUtical  de$igns;  an  opinion 
that  subsequent  events  appear  by  no  means  to  have 
weakened. 

I  now,  sir,  come  to  the  extra  session,  when  the 
iSenator*8  financial  views  appear  to  have  under* 
gone  no  essential  change.  He  protxned  his  cur- 
rency biU  as  a  substitute  for  the  bill  reported  by 
the  Senator  from  New  York,  [Mr.  Wrioht,]  with- 
out any  change,  except  a  provision  designed  to 
stimulate  the  banks  to  resume  specie  payments. 
At  the  last  session  an  important  change  appears  to 
have  taken  place  in  (he  financial  policy  of  our  fu- 
ture head  of  the  Treasury.  The  principle  of  con- 
trolling the  State  bank  currency,  simply  by  the 
management  and  influence  of  the  Federal  reve- 
nues, was  abandoned,  and  we  were  presented  with 
a  most  gigantic  and  splendid  scheme  of  a  league 
of  State  banks,  to  be  connected  with  the  Treasury, 
and  under  the  direction  of  the  Secretary.  Of  all 
the  projects  for  conducting  the  finances,  this,  in  my 
judgment,  was  the  most  dangerous  and  alarming. 
The  plan  was,  to  recharter  and  take  into  the  ser- 
vice of  the  United  Slates  twenty-five  of  the  largest 
and  most  respectable  of  the  State,  corporations,  to 
give  them  the  entire  monopoly  of  the  revenue,  to 
authorize  them  to  supply  a  Federal  currency  to  be 
received  for  the  public  dues  and  to  circulate 
throughout  the  Union,  and  to  clothe  them  with 
power  to  regulate  and  control  the  entire  currency 
of  the  country,  under  the  supervision  and  direction 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  This  was  a  com- 
bined engine  of  a  National  Bank  and  a  Treasury 
Bank,  of  the  worst  and  most  dangerous  character. 
The  combined  power  of  ihesc  twenty-five  large 
bank.«,  .with  the  revenue  and  credit  of  the  Qovern- 
mcnt,  acting  under  the  direction  and  control  of  tht 
Secretary  of  the  Tx;easQry,  with  authority  to  coerce 
and  regulate  the  other  State  banks,  would  have 
been  a  centralization  of  the  moneyed  power,  and  a 
union  of  that  power  \\fith  the  Government  in  a 
form  of  all  others  the  most  dangerous. 

It  is  scarcely  possible  for  the  imagination  to 
conceive  of  an  engine  more  formidable  or  more 
dangerous  that  this.  It  would  have  had  the  pos- 
session and  control  of  the  public  revenue,  of  public 
credit,  and,  to  a  great  extent,  of  the  general  cur- 
rency and  credit  of  the  country.  What  is  a  cen- 
tralized autbori*y  over  the  entire  currency  and  cre- 
did  of  the  Union  but  a  power  over  commerce,  ma- 
nufactures, over  imports  and  export «,  over  the  pub- 
lic revenue,  and  the  entire  business  or  the  coun- 
try? And  what  is  a  control  of  the  business  of  the 
country  but  a  power  over  the  politics  of  the  coun- 
try? But  it  is  not  my  purpose  to  examine  this 
splendid  scheme  of  centralized  moneyed  power 
united  with  the  Government.  I  expressed  my 
views  of  it  at  (he  time,  and  I  have  now  only  alluded 
to  it  as  one  of  the  many  wise  financial  schemes  of 
the  future  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in  case  the 
combined  forces  of  the  Opposition  should  succeed 
— an  event  which,  when  viewed  in  connection 
with  a  scheme  like  this,  or  a  National  Bauk,  I  am 
rejoiced  fo  say,  is  not  very  probable.  It  is  the  au- 
thor  of  this  sdieme  who  is  so  constantly  filled  with 
apprehension  at  the  increase  of  Executive  power, 
and  the  corrupting  and  dangerous  influence  of  the 
public  revenues. 

Mr.  President,  I  have  come  down  to  the  pre- 
sent time,  and  what  is  to  be  the  great  financial 
scheme  of  the  honorable  Senator,  at  the  present  ses- 
sion, it  is  perhaps  too  early  to  determine.  So  far 
as  an  opinion  can  be  derived!  from  the  speech  on 
which  I  have  had  occasion  to  comment,  nearly  one 
third  of  which  is  devoted  to  the  general  question, 
the  Senator  seems  now  to  be  in  favor  of  the  depo- 
posite  system,  solely  on  the  ground  of  its  being  the 
most  sq/Si  and  eonvinienii  and  without  regard  to  itn 
incidental  bower,  to  which  he  once  attached  so 
n.uch  importance,  of  restraining  and  regulating  the 
general  p9per  currency.  In  urging  its  superiority 
over  the/lndependent  Treasury  plan,  h;  relies  on 
these  two  considerations  alone. 
■     *%  WW':?  ^0  ^^  qnestion  whether  the  Indepcn- 


dendent  Treasury  or  the  State  bank  deposite  systeai 
IS  most  u^k  for  the  public  revenue,  it  hasbeea  foUy 
discussed  heretofore,  and  I  am  not  disposed  now  to 
go  into  it  Nothing,  perhaps,  can  be  added  on 
either  side  to  what  has  been  already  said;  and  I 
win  only  remark  that  the  arguments  which  have 
heretofore  been  urged  on  our  side  have  not  ind^ 
least  degret  been  weakened  by  any  defalcatiooi  oi 
other  events  which  have  occurred  since  this  sab- 
ject  was  before  the  Senate  at  the  last  sessioa;  on 
the  contrary,  they  have  received  additional  stttiigtb 
and  force. 

I  have  now,  sir,  concluded  what  I  had  to  sqr* 
In  examining  the  financial  opinions  and  views  of 
the  honorable  Senator  from  Virginia,  I  have  eadet- 
vored  to  present  them  fairly,  and  if  I  have  fallen  iaip 
error,  rt  is  not  intentional.  Whether  he  is  disposed  to 
do  justice  to  the  Administration  or  not,  I  am  deiirooi 
to  do  justice  to  him.  In  the  notice  taken  of  lui 
opinions  and  public  acts,  I  really  hope  I  have  been 
as  candid  and  impartial  as  he  has  in  exami&iogthi 
oflieial  conduct  of  the  Secretary  of  theTreasiny. 
As  in  ihe  contingency  supposed,  the  Senator  isio 
be  placed  at  the  head  of  the  Treasury,  I  bare 
deemed  it  important  that  the  country  should  know 
what  his  financial  principles  and  policy  have  ben 
at  different  periods,  that  he  shouM  stand  before  the 
country  aa  he  has  been,  and  as  he  now  is,  in  bn 
nno  poiUimif  at  the  head  of  the  *<armed  neatiali- 
ty,"  now  allied  with  the  Opposition  forces. 

I  regret  to  have  detained  the  Senate  so  long,iaa 
debate  of  this  description,  and  thank  gentleoMB, 
on  both  sides  of  the  House,  for  their  attention. 


REMARKS  OF  MR.  YELL, 
Or  Arkansas, 
Inllu  lieum  ^f  BiprutniiUum^  fViday,/wiMrySS^ 
1839— On  a  bill  reported  by  Mr.  McKat  of 
North  Carolina,  to  amend  the  act  of  1836,  to 
authorize  the  Secretary,  of  War  to  continoe  (k 
garri.^on  at  Fort  Gibson,  and  to  open  a  military 
road  on  ite  Wealem  frontier,  so  ait  to  pass  wilkia 
the  Stata  of  Arkansas,  whenever  the  pnblie  lo^ 
vice  may  require  it. 

After  a  few  remarks  had  been  submitted  by  Mc 
MjcBCKR  of  Virginia,  in  referenee  to  the  geognv^h 
cal  limitations  and  features  of  tlie  bill, 

Mr.  YELL  rose  and  said  that  he  was  snie  tM. 
thegsnilemas  from  Virginia  [Mr.  Mnscca]  didott 
fully  understand  the  provisiona  of  the  bill,  or  te 
woakl  not  oppose  it.  The  object  of  the  bill  was  is 
authorize  the  Secretary  of  Wnr  to  do  the  veiy  thutg 
which, that  gentleman  [Mr.  MsacBn] and hinadf 
believed  the  Secretary,  onder  the  net  of  the  14lb  of 
May,  1836,  was  aathorized  to  carry  into  effcet. 
The  Secretary  of  War,  however,  bad  given  a  dif- 
ferent construction  to  the  act  Co  which  the  bili  b^ 
fore  the  lit  use  was  amendatory;  and  be  and  Ui 
friend  from  Virginia  had  uniied  in  givmg  to  iks 
orig  inal  bi  1 1  a  cordial  support.  The  original  aet  of 
BCay  14, 1836^  directs  that  the  rond  shall  be  opeosd 
along  the  western  boundaiy  of  the  States  of  A^ 
kansas  and  Missouri — he  did  not  know  tkit 
he  qnoted  the  precise  words  of  the  set,  bat  le 
gave  the  suhstanee— and  pass  within  the  In- 
dian coanlry,  if  the  a^aent  of  the  Indian  trite 
occupying  that  r^on  could  be  obtained.  II*. 
assent  of  the  Indians  bad  been  obiaaed.  Ihs 
Secretary  of  War  is  therefore  of  opinion  that  he 
will  be  compelled  to  make  the  rond  wholly  in  tto 
Indian  Territory.  The  con>t ructions  given  to  m 
act,  by  the  genUeaaen  from  Virginin.  tfid  mysit 
are  preoisdy  adverse.  I  infer  from  the  act  of  IM 
that  the  road  i^  to  ran  within  the  limits  of  the  I 
of  Arkansas  and  Missouri,  and  can  pass  only 
in  the  Indian  ooantry,  upon  the  conditions 
lioned  in  the  set,  by  the  oonsent  of  the 
Oiherwiae  the  act  of  1836  wonld  have  been  ^^ 
gatory  or  oontingent,  depending  on  thensKntofthi 
Indian*  to  give  it  vitality.  Snih,  Mr.  Y.  said  hj 
was  snre  was  not  the  intention  of  Conpres^  asr  * 
a  different  eoncinsioa,  aplaasible  infefcnceoii 
the  letter  of  the  law  itself.  Soob,  howevei^  h 
been  the  decision  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  aad^ 
have  bean  sompelled  to  snbnait  to  xt,  haannae  t 
coni4|  do  Ae  better.  This  bill,  tlwfnfoi«,csn  fey  « 
possibilojr  do  anr  hann.  I^  naajr  hn  auide  so  a 
plioitns  10  direet  the  &9wmsj  i»  fnmteto^cm 
omM  evident  intsniMi  of i)«Si.Mi  «iC4iM- 
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the  Secretary  be  right,  however,  in  his  constnio- 
tipn  or  the  act  of  1836,  then  this  hill  will  authorize 
him  to  depart  from  the  strict  oon^tractioa;  and 
if  the  public  service  can  or  will  be  promoted  by 
bringing  the  road  or  any  part  of  it  within  the  State 
of  Arkansas,  he  can  do  so  without  the  violation  of 
aAj  law  or  principle.  The  necessity  of  the  case, 
n^kes  this  Mil  jaecessary,  and  of  the  utmost 
ioportaoce  to  the  citizens  of  Arkansas.  The  act  of 
1$36  requires  (hat  the  road  should  cross  the  Ar- 
kansas river,  when  the  new  post  is  ej»tabllshed, 
nov  Fort  Smith,  which  is  established  immediately 
00  rhe  western  boundary.  In  running  north,  along 
the  western  boundary  of  Arkansas,  to  the  new  post 
ob  the  Illinois,  and  from  thence  to  Fort  Leaven- 
worth, the  road,  if  ma^  altogether  in  the  Indian 
epontry,  must  lean  j^^  western  direction,  leaving 
the  State  line  at  onlrpr  more  poiots,  some  fifteen 
or  Cveaty  miles  west,  to  avoid  the  mountains 
erosiug  the  line  and  running  ftom  west  to  east, 
which  will  increase  the  distance  some  twenty  miles 
0^  mor<$  in  ihii  space  of  fifty  miles,  when  they  again 
stiike  the  State  line,  and  continue  along  or  near 
it  ootil  (hey  reach  Fort  Leavenworth.  By  passing 
within  (he  State,  the  road,  after  leaving  Fort  Smith 
north,  can  keep  near  the  State  line  and  on  good 
groQQd  and  at  a  small  distance,  until  they  bear  east 
of  the  boundary  line  more  than  three  mite^,  and  a 
lijge  portion  of  the  rest  will  be  on  the  line  or  in 
the  Indian  country  still.  This  arrangement  will 
shorten  the  distance,  save  a  large  sum  of  money  in 
opening  the  road,  and  when  opened  it  will  be  equally 
as  good,  if  not  better.  Upon  the  score  of  ec<«no- 
my,  therefore,  it  is  desirable  that  the  road  should 
be  made  as  is  now  suggested;  and  it  is  moreover 
doe  to  the  people  of  Arkansas  that  it  should  be  thus 
constructed,  because  it  was  the  intention  of  Con- 
gress, by  the  act  of  1836,^to  bring  the  whole  within 
the  State,  and  they  have  been  deprived  of  it  by  the 
eoastruciion  of  the  Secretary  of  War. 

Of  so  much  of  the  bill  as  relates  to  the  repeal  of  the 
act  of  183 C,  which  requires  th^  Secretary  of  War 
to  abandon  Fort   Gibson,  I  have   but    little  to 
say.      In  justice,  however,  to  the  committise  who 
reported  the  bill,  and  in  jaslice  to  the  Secretary  of 
War,  I  have  no  hesiutlon  in  saying  that  Fort  Gib- 
son holds  the  ke^  to  the  whole  Indian  coun:ry. 
is  a  post  to  protect  the  Indians  from  aggression 
among  themselves,  and  keep  In  check  the  united 
Indians  west  of  the  Arkansas,  (the  Pawnees,  Picka- 
ways,  and  Camanches,)  whom  we  are  bound  in 
4piy»  and  by  our  tieaiy  stipulations,  to  protect. 
Fort  Gibson,  from  its  position,  is  eminently  calcu- 
ttted  to  afford  all  the  protection  that  can  be  requir- 
ed, by  our  interest  and  the  interests  of  the  Indians 
themsel  ves.    Indepeudently  of  any  other  considera- 
tion, (be  post  is  of  general  national  importance,  and 
dtonid  not  be  abandoned  till  our  Indian  relations 
a^e  rendered,  by  time  and  the  progress  of  civiliza- 
tioB^tar  more  pacific  than  they  now  are.    The  ob- 
jeetkm  that  has  be  en  urged  against  the  continuance 
oT  that  post,  that  the  new  garrison  established 
the  ,  last   session,    on  the  Arkansas  river,  (Fort 
Smith,)  of  itself  affords  sufficient  protection,  is  con- 
sidered by  all  familiar  with  the  situation  of  the 
eoantry,  inconsistent  with  the  facts  of  the  ca^,  in- 
eonelosive,  unsatisfactory,  and  unfounded  in  fact. 
It  was  based  on  selfish  coasiderations.      The  posi- 
tion or  Fort  Gibson,  above  all  others,  is  the  most 
important  and  commanding  for  the  defence  of  the 
eitizeas   of  Arkansas.      It  is  immediately  on  the 
Arkuii^s  river,  where  troops  can  ascend  immedi- 
ately to  the  Indian  country.    It  is  a  post  where  the 
loidians  mnsi  pass  in  times  of  invasion  to  reach  the 
^tizeos  of  Arkansas;  and,(o  the  Goyernment  it  is  a 
Xfml  that  can  be  approached  with  steamboats  dur^ 
iag  the  boaiipa  season,  with  arms,  men,  an4  sup- 
plies.      Tharwork  will  now  progre.<«,  and  should 
be  fioi^bed  ifli  manner  to  give  protection  to  the 
eitisseiuf  in  tb^  portion  of  the  iSiate.      If  this  hill 
sbould  pass,  (he  Secretary  of  War  will  be  outho- 
riz/^d  to   occupy  Fort  Gibson,  Which  I  believe  is 
ifoportaat,  not  only  to  the  Indians,  but  to  the  peace 
^ad  security  df$eW,«stern  frontier. 
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appointment  of  a  select  committee  on  the  subject 
of  the  Swart  Jirout  and  other  defalcations. 
The  pending  question  being  on  the  motion  to 
strike  out  the  words  "6y  bo/iot,"  and  insert  in  lieu 
thereof  the  words  ^%oa  vou*'' — 

Mr.  FRY  said:  some  ten  days  aAer  his  arrival  at 
this  place,  to  attend  the  present  session  of  Congress, 
he  found  in  the  po^t  office  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives a  newspaper  directed  to  him,  which,  upon 
opening,  turned  out  to  be  the  "Emancipator,**  a 
paper  published  in  New  York,  and  devoted  to  the 
cauM  of  Abolition.  In  that  paper  he  found  copious 
extracts  from  a  speech  delivered  by  a  meniber  of 
this  House  before  a  meeting  of  his  constituents  at 
Vicksburg,  Mississippi.  In  that  speech,  the  gen- 
tleman was  made  to  have  said  "that  the  MnwMlra'' 
turn  party  in  tku  Hotue  wer*  without  any  iMdtr  of  any 
eapaeity.*^ 

{Here  Mr.  Pbkntiss  rose,  and  called  on  Mr. 
Fry  for  the  paper,  or  to  restate  what  he  (Mr.  P.) 
was  represented  as  having  said.] 

Mr.  Far  said  he  had  thrown  the  paper  away, 
and  had  not  seen  it  since,  and  could  therefore  not 
produce  it;  but,  according  to  his  recollection,  the 
words  used  were  precisely  those  which  he  had  men- 
tioned. 

Mr.  Fat  contmued.  If  this  be  the  fact,  as  re- 
presented by  the  gentleman  from  Mississippi  to  his 
constituents,  that  we  are  without  '*  any  leadar  of  any 
cioaetty,'*  then,  I  take  it,  it  l)ecome8  every  friend 
of  the  Administration  in  this  House  to  set  up  for 
himself;  and,  in  ihat  view  of  the  matter,  I  hope  the 
House  will  bear  with  me  while  I  address  them  un- 
der this  new  order  of  things. 

Mr.  Speaker,  the  limes  are  fruitful.  Less  than 
a  year  ago,  when  now  and  then  the  sound  of  a 
Whig  victory  rushed  in  upon  us  here,  it  was  re- 
markable to  witness  in  this  House  the  good  feeling, 
the  joyoQi  anticipations,  the  bright  prospects,  that 
appeared  to  be  opening  to  our  Whig  friends.  Sir, 
they  were  so  full  of  victory,  and  so  elated  with  suc- 
cess, that  a  good,  honest  Democrat,  could  hardly 
live  with  them.  My  worthy  friend  from  Kentucky 
[Mr.  Sootbgate]  came  to  me  one  day,  soon  after 
[  the  Baltimore  election  fur  a  member  to  supply  the 
yacaney  occasioned  by  the  death  6f  Mr.  McKim, 
and  says,  friend  Fry,  really  in  the  course  of  ano- 
ther year,  there  will  not  be  left  of  yon  Loco  Focos 
enough  to  constitute  a  respectable  corporal's  guard. 
My  respected  friend  from  Masttachusett«,  [Mr. 
CusBiMO,]  who,  at  (he  last  two  sessions  of  Congress, 
sat  near  me,  and  who  knew  I  was  a  German,  and 
frequently  saw  me  reading  German  newspapers, 
would  occasionally  tell  me  he  also  knew  a  little 
German,  (which  he  always  took  care  to  repeat 
when  speaking  of  our  political  prospects,)  and  that 
was,  **gunat8  «er2orefk»?  ''gonsei  vertorenV — ^**  all 
lo6(,'*  ''  all  lost.''  Well,  sir,  I  bore  it  with  a  Chris- 
tian's fortitude,  awaiting  the  realities  of  a  coming 
futurity  to  enable  me  to  return  my  compliments. 

Sir,  we  had  not  proceeded  lar  in  that  coming 
futurity  Moh  my  expectations  were  realized. 
Even  since  the  termination  of  (he  last  session  of 
Congress,  what  has  transpired?  The  Whig  viclory 
in  Maine,  (supplying  the  place,  of  the  lamented 
Cilley,)  which  gave  (he  first  impulse  tu  these 
exultations,  turned  out  but  to  be  the  precursor  to 
their  total  defeat  in  that  State;  (he  Whig  vic(ory  in 
Baltimore,  which  (according  to  an  account  I  read  in 
some  Whig  paper)  had  such  a  wonderful  effect 
upon  the  money  market  at  Pittsburgh,  turned  out 
to  be  but  a  little  in  advance  of  the  regeneration  of 
the  gallant  Slate  of  Maryland.  And  the  great 
speech  of  my  friend  from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Bond,]  which 
it  was  said  was  circulated  by  hundreds  of  thou- 
sands all  oyer  this  country,  and  which  was  to  tpar 
up  by  the  root  this  whole  Administration — ^this 
spep|[^ii,,  too,  has  done  it.<«  full  share  in  redeeming 
ibe  State  of  Ohio, from  the  shackles  of  Federalism. 
Sir,  without  meaning  the  least  disrespect  towards. 
my  friend  from  Ohio,  I  have  to  say,'  irom  what  I 
have  learned,  (hat  in  1836  he  was  elected  to  Con- 
gress by  an  overwhelming  majority,  and  in  18.33, 
not  long  after  he  was  delivered  of  his  celebrated 
^ech,  with  all  necessary  exe^iion  on  the  part  of 
his  friends,  and  with  the  additional  advantage  of  a 
public  dinner,  he  barely  squeezed  in  (scraping  both 
hips,  as  farmers  sometimes  say)  to  a  seat  in  thi  next 
C<\AgrMu  WaUySir,  the  timet  hafiiig.cliaDgtdsiiloe 


the  termination  of  the  last  session  of  Congress,  me- 
thinks  appearances  (here  at  least)  have  chang- 
ed also;  the  countenances  that,  in  and  about  this 
Hall,  less  than  a  year  ago,  beamed  with  joy  and  so 
often  flushed  with  v  ciory,  have  become  ia  little 
more  pale  and  haggard;  there  is  an  evident  flutter- 
ing and  floundering  hete,  which  manifestly  shows 
that  our  Whig  friends  feel,  mournfully  feel,  that 
they  and  their  cause  are  rapidly  sinking.  Sir,  the 
result  of  the  last  fall  elections  was  eminently  calcu: 
lated  to  produce  this  feeling,  and,  but  for  the  result 
of  the  elections  in  New  Yoik,  'Mhe  last  and  only 
hope"  of  my  fr  end  from  Virginia,  [Mr.  WisaJ 
as  I  see  expressed  in  a  letter  oif  his,  written  some 
time  during  the  faU  in  answer  to  some  invitation— 
I  say,  but  for  the  result  in  that  State,  our  Whig 
frien4s  here  would  still  more  sensibly  feel  the  dread 
ful  forebodings  of  utter  political  annihiUtion. 

But,  sir,  let  me  say  to  my  friend  from  Virginia, 
and  our  Whig  friends  generally,  if  they  calculate 
upon  the  State  of  New  York  going  against  Mr. 
Van  Buren,  they  calculate  without  their  host.  Sir, 
in  a  "fair  shake,"  there  is  a  Republican  majority  in 
that  noble  State,  and  there  is  the  spirit  among  our 
friends  there,  that  will  "never  tire  not  slop  to  rest," 
until  they  get  what  is  due  them.  Sir,  they  hare 
but  to  advance  in  the  same  ratio  to  tl^e  next  elec- 
tion, that  they  did  between  the  last  iwo,  and,  in  less 
than  another  year,  modem  Wbigery  there  will  be 
but  a  name. 

But,  sir,  independent  of  all  that,  if  even  the  ele- 
ments of  opposition  to  Mr.  Van  Buren  existed 
there  to  any  extent,  they  cannot  there,  as  well  as 
in  many  o(her  places,  be  combined.  Sir,  permit 
me  here  (o  sav  that,  nonK  of  this  city,  Antimason- 
ry  and  Abolition  constitute  too  material  a  part  of 
the  Opposition  to  be  overlooked;  the  Antimasons 
and  Abolitionists  will  n»t  be  overlooked.  And,  sir, 
Antimasonry  and  Abolition  will  demand  the  nomi- 
nation of  General  Harrison;  their  demand  must 
and  will  be  acceded  to  them,  and  Whigeiy — proud, 
high-minded,  and  exalted  Whigery — will  have  to 
succumb — to  knock  under. 

Sir,  in  my  humble  opinion,,  the  great  mass  of  the 
Whigs  of  New  York  will  not  do  i(.    It  is  impossl* 
ble:  they  cannot  de  it;  and  then  what  becomes  of 
your  opposition  to  Mr.  Van  Buren  in  the  State  of 
New  York?    Sir,  let  us  wheel  and  look  a  moment 
to  the  South — the  gallant,  the  noble,  the  generous 
South^^to  which  we  always  have  looked,  and,  I 
fear  not,  we  always  may  look,  for  the  strictest  and 
best  Republicans   in  the    country.      Sir,  let   us 
look  there,  and  see  what  the  Opposition  may  do 
against  Mr.    Van  Buren.    Sir»  the  South  have 
found,  and  have  testified,  (hat  the  principles  of  the 
present  Adminisiradon  are  founded  in  genuine  De- 
mocratic Republicanism;  and  that  these  principles 
are  their  principles.     They  have  found  that,  in 
the  measures  of  this  Administration,  they  are  pro- 
tected, as  they  have  a  right  to  be,  against  foreign 
interference  with  their  domestic  instil utions.    And, 
sir,  (speculate  at  this  time  as  you  please    about 
Soutberh  policy,  and  Southern  prospects,  and  about 
the  hypocrisy  of  the  friends  of  this  Administration 
towards  the  South,  you   will  find  that,  when  the 
Presidential  election  comes  on,  the  South  will  not 
be  willing  to  yield  a  certainty  for  an  nncertaioty. 
These  self-evident  truths  are  no  doubt  upper- 
most iii  the  minds  of  our  Whig  friends;  and  as  oid 
"Time"  comes  stealing  upon  us,  their  pro^pect8  bo? 
come  more  desperate,  and  they  themselves  become 
more  desperate;  hence,  we  see  again,  at  this  sheri, 
session,  while  all  the  public  business  is  slumbering 
on  our  table  for  want  of  action,  tnese  gemlemen 
are  again  at  the  old  trade  of  abuse;  and  the-  cry  of 
corruption,  corruption,  intrigue,  defalcation,  fraud, 
and  iniquity,  and  investigation,  echoes  and  rever- 
berates through  this    Hall.      Sir,    since  I    have 
been   a   member  of  this    Hou^e    I    have  heard 
much  of  this  cry  of  oorrupiion  and-abwes  in  this 
Administration.    But  what  has  it  all  amoanied  tol 
What  haTegeat(emen  ever  exhibited  to  ihiscoanury 
of  exist ingcocrupt ion  in  the  Administration?  What 
benefit  have  the  people  received  from  these  inveati- 
gationsgotnp,  time  after  time,  upon  this  Oppetji*. 
lion  cry  of  oorrapiiun?     In  truth  and  in  faet,  (ha 
people  have  beard  so  much,  and  realivd  so  UtUe, 
that  it  would  almost  be  difficult  to  make  lheq»  be- 
lieve It  if  any  did  exist. 


§6 
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Swartwout  Defaltation — Mr^  Fry. 


H.  of  Reps. 


Two  years  ago,  my  friend  from  Virsinia  [Mr. 
Wm]  raised  the  ery  of  corroption  !  coiraption !  in 
t^vty  Department,  from  the  higheit  to  the  lowest — 
fhrai  the  soles  of  their  feet  to  the  crowns  oi  their 
li^d»— all  was  one  common  mass  of  corruption; 
and  he  made  large  promises  to  the  country,  that,  if 
this  Hoascrwoald  hot  give  him.  a  committee  of  ia- 
Tcstigation,  he  would  exhibit  to  the  people  "of  this 
eoantry  the  iniquities  of  this  Administration  in  their 
proper  light.  Well,  sir,  this  House  gave  him  his 
committee,  and  then  he  did  not  want  it.  Well,  bat 
he  had  his  committee,  and  had  to  go  to  work;  and 
what  did  he  make  out  of  M  What  was  the  corrup- 
tion that  he  exhibited  as  existing  in  the  Executive 
Departments  of  this  Government?  None.  Sir,  he 
could  show  nothing.  And,  in  order  to  divert  the 
attention  of  the  people  from  the  fact  that  he  coald 
show  nothing,  it  became,  as  it  seemed  to  me,  neces- 
sary to  get  up  a  row  here  with  poor  Reuben  M. 
Whitney. 

Sir,  I  am,  as  much  as  atiy  member  of  this  House, 
in  favor  of  investigation,  when  there  is  any  reason 
to  believe  necessity  requires  it;  but  to  the  present 
mode  of  raising  investigating  committees,  I  do  de- 
cidedly take  exceptions.  Here,  if  any  of  our  Op- 
position friends  wish  to  raise  a  pretext  for  abusing 
the  Administration,  they  just  get  up  a  call  for  in- 
vestigation, and  then,  before  any  committee  \s  ap- 
pointed, or  any  action  on  the  matter  can  be. had,  it 
becomes  the  subject  for  weeks,  day  in  and  day  out. 
Of  abuse  to  the  Administration.  Why,  sir,  who 
has  ever  denied  to  the  Opposition  a  committee  of 
investigation  when  they  asked  for  iti  Nobody. 
Well,  then,  why  not  take  a  committee  and  go  into 
the  examination  at  once,  and  if  they  can  show  to 
the  country  thai  the  Admiust ration  is  corrupt, 
then  it  would  be  time  enough  to  abuse  ii'  Why 
not,  in  the  present  case,  have  taken  the  committee 
at  once,  and  proceeded  to  ascertain  the  facts,  and 
then,  if  there  was  cause,  abuse  the  Administration? 
Certainly,  all  parties  called  for  this  investigation; 
nobody  resisted  it;  and  the  people  will  inquire,  why 
was  it  necessary  that  the  half  of  the  session  should 
be  wasted  iii  raising  this  committee?  Why,  sir,  I 
will  tell  them:  it  wonld  be  travelling  entirely  out 
of  the  ordinary  course  of  things  for  the  Opposition 
to  get  a  committee  of  investigation  without  first 
abusing  the  Administration;  and,  in  order  that 
they  might  have  a  pretext,  in  this  case,  to  condemn 
the  Administration  before  they  try  it,  they  a$k  the 
House  to  adopt  an  entire  new  plan  of  raising  the 
committee;  and  upon  this  proposition  they  poor  out 
their  "vials  of  wrath"  upon  the  Administration, 
accQse  and  condemn  it  from  beginning  to  end,  in 
advance  of  any  iavestigaiion;  and  then  these  are 
the  gentlemen  who  are  afterwards  to  sit  as  judges 
inthej^iiatter. 

Well,  sir,  so  be  it.  I  wish  now  to  call  the  at- 
tention of  the  House  to  one  thing.  I  witdi  to  know 
what  this  committee  is  to  find  out  more  than  we 
know  already.  The  facts  connected  with  this  de- 
falcation of  Mr.  Swartwout,  so  as  to  explain  the 
transactions,  and  how  it  was  consummated,  I  think 
we  have  in  the  document  laid  upon  our  t4|.bles  from 
the  President  of  the  tJnited  States. 

And,  sir,  I  propose  now  to  go  into  an  investiga- 
tion of  that  matter  from  the  documents  in  posses- 
sion of  the  House,  and  see  what  ground  there  is 
for  the  immense  amount  of  censure  and  abuse 
heaped  upon  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  con- 
cerning this  defalcation.  Why,  sir,  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  ha<,  through  the  whole  of  this  de- 
bate, been  the  victim  of  the  most  unrelenting,  vio- 
lent, vindictive,  and  unjustifiable  abuse  T  ever  wit- 
nesBfd.  Sir,  he  h^s  been  held  op  as  worse  than 
Swartwout  himself.  My  friend-  from  Virginia 
fMr.  Wise]  says  this  investigafion  should  have 
been  raised  with  a  view  to  his  [Mr.  Woodbury'^] 
impeachment;  and,  sir,  every  thing  is  done  that  can 
be  done,  to  excite  and  raise  up  the  prrjndieesof  the 
people  against  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  in 
advance  of  the  investigation.  But,  sir,  as  I  said,  I 
propose  to  examine  ibis  matter  from  the  documents, 
and  give  to  the  people  of  the  country  an  honest  and 
candid  view  of  the  case;  and  in  doing  this,  I  will 
■ay  to  Whigs  and  Antimason^,  to  Conservatives 
and  to  all  parties,  in  the  language  of  an  inspired 
writer,  *'  C9im  mdktm  rtuon  tcgetktr,  *> 


Now,  sir,  I  will  read  from  document  No.  13, 
page  2.    The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  says: 

'^During  his  (Swartwoot*s)  continuance  in  office, 
the' statements  of  his  accounts  in  a  condensed  form 
were  made  weekly  to  this  Department,  punctually; 
showing  a  balance  in  his  hands  varying  from  a 
nominal  sum  to  ^100,000,  according  to  circum- 
stances and  the  season  of  the  year.'* 

Well,  now,  sir,  if  a  collector  sends  in  weekly 
statements  of  his  accounts  with  punctuality,  with 
nothing  upon  the  face  of  them  to  excite  suspicion, 
how  is  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  know  of 
any  thing  wrong  existing?  What  reanon  could  he 
have  for  suspecting  Mr.  Swartwout  was  coramii- 
ting  deoredations  upon  the  public  money,  when  his 
accounts  were  properly  rendered?  Why,  sir,  it 
was  impossible  for  him  to  know  any  thing  of  it. 
Well,  sir,  you  may  then  ask,  how  did  Swartwout 
get  hold  of  all  this  money  without  the  knowledge  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury?  Why,  sir,  I  will 
refer  you  to  the  same  document  to  show  how  he 
got  hold  of  it,  and  in  what  way  he  managed  it,  so 
as  to  elude  the  vigilance  of  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment. The  Solicitor  of  the  Treasury  and  the  First 
Comptroller,  in  their  examinations,  made  at  the  re- 
quest of  the  Department,  after  this  fraud  was  disco- 
vered, page  24,  say: 

"According  to  the  statements  of  Mr.  Ogden  and 
Mr.  Phillips,  the  use  of  the  public  money  began  in 
1830,  the  practice  being  to  transfer,  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  week,  to  the  Treasurer  of  the 
United  States  no  more  than  the  amount  received 
previous  to  Saturday  morning,  and  thus  to  replace 
successively  f^om  the  subsequent  receipts  the  sums 
withdrawn,  so  that  the  deficiency  might  not  appear." 

Further,  page  48,  Mr.  Phillips  says: 

"  By  reference  to  the  weekly  returns,  it  will  be 
seen  that  frequently  large  amounts  were  retained 
under  the  head  '  amount  due  to  the  United  States 
to  be  carried  to  the  next  return/  which,  in  many 
instances,  wonld  not  be  forwarded  until  Tuesday, 
in  order  that  the  collections  of  8atur<iay  and  Mon- 
day might  place  him  in  funds  to  make  the  transfer 
from  his  account  to  that  of  the  Treasurer  of  the 
United  Slates." 

And  at  page  20  of  the  same  document,  it  is 
further  explained  by  Mr.  Ogden,  who  says,  in  his 
examination: 

*'  That  the  weekly  transfers  to  the  Treasurer 
made  by  Swartwout  were  usually  made  on  Mon- 
day, but  did  not  include  the  money  received  later 
than  Saturday  morning  at  10  o'clock,  by  which 
means  the  receipts  on  bonds  due  on  Saturday  and 
Sunday  were  embraced  in  the  succeediing  week, 
and  thus  that  amount,  frequ  ntly  from  $150,000  to 
$300,000,  was  entirely  under  his  control." 

He  adds: 

'*  In  this  manner  he  retained  the  moneys,  and 
was  able  to  keep  his  transfer  to  the  Treasury  appa- 
rently correct." 

Now,  sir,  there  cannot  be  a  doubt  that  this  was 
he  mode  by  which  he  possessed  himself  of  the 
money  belonging  to  the  Government,  and  the  man- 
ner in  which  he  was  able  to  keep  his  transfers  to 
the  Treasury  "apparently  correct,"  and  thus  en- 
tirefy  elude  the  vigilance  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury.  The  next  inquiry  will  be,  how  did  the 
Secretary  of  Treasury  first  ascertain  that  Swart- 
wouf  was  using  thcjpublic  money?  Why,  sir,  from 
the  same  document,  pages  2  and  3,  we  learn  that 
the  last  return,  being  for  the  last  three  days  of  Mr. 
Swartwout's  term,  showed  over  $200,000  in  his 
hands;  this  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  deeming 
larger  than  necessary,  immediately  directs  Mr. 
Swartwout  fortwith  to  deposite  the  one-half  to  the 
credit  of  the  Treasurer.  Mr.  Swartwout  declines 
to  do  so,  and  states  that  certain  custom-hou^e  ex- 
penses remained  to  be  paid;  that  suits  had  been 
commenced  against  him  for  a  return  of  duties  to  a 
large  amount,  which,  with  nnmerous  protests  filed 
against  him,  wonld  be  sufficient  to  swallow  the 
whole  balance;  that  he  was  individually  liable  in 
those  cases,  and  could  not  pay  over  this  balance 
until  they  were  legally  decided  upon;  that  so  soon 
as  they  were  so  decided,  hny  balance  which  then 
remained  would  be  promptly  paid  over.  The  Se- 
cretary of  the  Treasury,  however,  immediately  in- 
stituted further  inquiry,  through  the  Solicitor  ef  the 
Treuuiy^  and  the  First  Comptroller,  which  '*fv- 


iuUedinlhe  imprmion^hal  tht  findU  witkt\mn» 
Mm  to  thote  suit$  and  jtrotesU  migtU  jtu^  §  ^^ 
delay. *^  \ 

Well,  sir,  does  this  exhibit  any  thing  like  a  viat 
of  proper  attention  on  the  part  of  the  Stcretaiy  of 
the  Treasury  to  the  interests  of  the  Goverameat}  ] 
Does  this  show  any  failure  on  his  pait  to  wiich 
over  the  public  money,  and  see  that  it  was  secDRd 
to  its  rightful  owner?  No,  sir.  Bot  to  praocei  ' 
further  in  ascertaining  what  led  to  the  detcctioa  of 
this  defalcation.  The  Secretary  of  the  Treasojy 
says  that — 

'^Subsequent  disciasures  made  in  November  ex- 
cited the  suspicions  of  the  Department,  not  oalj  y 
to  that  balance  of  $201,000,  but  a  mueh  larger  ia- 
debtedness,  and  the  Solicitor  of  the  Treasury  and 
the  First  Comptroller  were  forthwith  sent  to  JXtw 
York  to  ascertain  how  the  matter  stood,  aad  u>  in-  < 
stitute  a  thorough  investigation." 

This  was  accordingly  done,  and  the  defaletUoa       | 
found  to  be  over  a  million  of  dollars:  whereapoa       I 
suits  were  forthwith  instituted  against  the  priodpil 
and  both  his  sureties.     The  Solicitor  of  the  1^- 
sury  says  in  his  letter  (page  31}  of  the  10th  of  N<h 
vember, 

"That  the  urgent  demand  of  the  preseat  coneo* 
tor  (Mr.  Hoyt)for  the  abstracts  and  voachersoC 
Mr.  Swartwout*:!  last  term,  which  were  incomplete 
for  the  want  of  his  signature,  and  the  difficoliy  of 
obtaining  them,  first  led  to  the  suspicions  comma- 
nicated  by  him  to  the  Department." 

Well,  sir,  here  then  is  explained  toyoa  the  maa- 
ner  in  which  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  first  gets 
to  know  of  this  defalcation  of  the  collector  at  Nev 
York.  I  shall  be  told  this  peculation  of  the  pattlie 
money  has  been  going  on  since  1830;  and  if  die  Se- 
cretary of  the  Treasury  knew  nothing  of  it,  did  doc 
any  of  the  other  oflScers  in  the  custom-house  tt 
New  York  know  of  it?  Yes,  sir,  they  did  know  of 
it.  Mr.  Ogden,  the  cashier,  and  Mr.  Phillips,  his 
assistant,  Imew  of  ;t. 

Mr.  Ogden,  in  his  examination  before  the  Comp- 
troller and  Solicitor,  states: 

**  That  he  commenced  abstracting  the  money  it 
1830;  that,  as  the  amount  of  the  defalcation  i«- 
creased,  he  frequently  spoke  to  Mr.  S.  on  the  sub- 
ject; that  about  four  years  ago,  the  amount  bad  got 
so  large  that  he  told  Mr.  S.  unless  measures  wm 
taken  to  reduce  it,  he  could  not  consent  to  remaia 
any  longer  in  the  oflSce  with  him.  Mr.  S.  ansveied, 
he  had  no  doubt  the  operations  in  which  he  was  en- 
gaged would  enable  him  to  *  pay  oflTtbe  deficiency,* 
and  continued  to  give  assurances  to  the  last  thil 
he  would  soon  pay  it,  and  set  all  matters  right** 

Mr.  Ogden  farther  states,  vp<ig«  47,) 

"That  he  and  Mr.  Phillips  had  frequent  convet- 
sations  with  Mr.  S.  on  this  subject;  that  they  aiged 
him  to  raise  money  elsewhere  to  pay  op  this  balaaoe; 
that,  at  Swart  wont's  request,  they  had  an  inter- 
view with  him  at  his  house,  and  that  be  then  assor- 
ed  them  his  speculations  wonld  soon  enable  him  to 
pay  all  up.** 

Now,  sir,  although  it  is  certain  that  Mr.  Ogden, 
the  cashier,  and  Mr.  Phillips  were  aware  of  Kr. 
S's  using  the  money  belonging  to  the  Govenmat, 
yet  it  is  quite  reasonable  to  supp'^se  that  they,  beiag 
in  the  office  with  him,  holding  their  appointments, 
perhaps,  at  his  will,  would  feel  a  delicacy  in  expos- 
ing him  immediately;  and  that  he  put  them  offfroa 
time  to  time  by  fair  promises  that  he  would  raise 
the  money,  make  all  right;  and  that,  by  his  art  aid 
cunning,  and  oft  repeated  promises  and  assuiaaei^ 
he  got  the  advantage  of  their  feelings,  which  allow- 
ed him  to  carry  on  his  work  of  plunder  so  as  is 
avoid  detection  IVom  the  Treasary  Department. 

Now,  sir,  I  wish  to  call  the  attention  of  fbe 
House  to  the  largest  item  in  this  defalcation.  I 
mean  the  bond  account,  which  constitutes  moie 
than  one-half  of  the  whole  amount.  And  let  go- 
ilemen  charge  the  loss  of  that  part  of  it  to  oar  kgo- 
Jation,  and  not  to  the  mismanagement  of  the  Seere 
tary  of  the  Treasury. 

Sir,  at  the  extra  session  of  Congress,  in  Oeiobff 
last,  Congress  passed  a. law  extending  the  tineftr 
the  payment  of  the  merchants'  bonds  there,  for  n»' 
ney  due  the  Government  for  dntieSy  nine  motffea 
Mr.  Fleming,  the  Auditor,  siiays  there  were  abM< 
fen  tbousaad  of  these  bonds,  ezeaeding  li««  ^ 
lions  in.  amoant;  chatte  d«iek  ift  Ihat 
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iQoiBmeac«d  io  1837;  and  that  no  sospieioii  existed 
with  him  that  any  poxtioa  of  theoi  had  been  paid 
ftod  the  money  abstracted.  Now,  sir,  I  have  no- 
thing  to  say  to  gentlemen  whose  Fotes  extended, 
for  niike  months,  the  time  of 'payment  on  these 
boad^  Bat,  sir,  there  can  be  no  doabt  bnt  that  ex- 
tension of  credit  upon  those  bends  gave  Swartwont 
the  oppununtty  to  double  the  amoant  of  his  depre- 
dations, while  the  Auditor  supposed  their  payment 
was  suspended.  At  page  96,  we  find  mentioned 
that  an  item,  under  the  name  of  ''cash  retained  for 
refonding  meichanU,*^  amounting  to  |80,7G9,  was 
retained  by  the  collector,  under  the  act  of  Congress 
for  the  i«lief  of  the  sufferers  by  the  great  fire  in 
New  York.  So  that,  by  the  acte  of  Congress,  and 
not  by  the  negligence  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
soiy,  was  he  enabled  to  carry  on  his  system  of  plun- 
der to  its  final  consummation.  Sir,  I  opposed  these 
extensions  at  the  time,  because,  as  I  then  stated  on 
thie  floor,  I  would  make  the  merchants  pay  their 
taxes  when  they  were  due,  the  same  as  the  farmer' 
and  mechanic  are  made  to  pay  theirs.  The  mo- 
ney thus  paid  by  merchants  is  ail  levied  upon  the 
ooQ«iimer,  and  paid  by  the  oonsumen  and  there  is 
no  more  reason  for  indulgence  in  that  system  of  col- 
lecting taxes  than  in  any  other.  Let  the  Govem- 
•meni  adopt  an  entire  sysum  of  cash  duties,  and  it 
will  not  only  be  relieved  from  much  and  frequent 
embarrassment,  but  will  avoid  many  serious  losses; 
and  what  will  be  of  equal  if  not  greater  importance 
to  the  country,  it  jrill  put  a  ch«ck  upon  excessive 
importation?. 

Sir,  the  history  of  this  stupendous  defalcation  is 
not  to  be  overlooked;  its  origm  can  very  easily  be 
traced  to  the  efiects  of  a  bloated  circulation  of  pa- 
per money,  against  which  the  untiring  efforts  and 
united  exertions  of  the  Democratic  party  have  al- 
ways been  directed*  Sir,  the  policy  of  the  Demo- 
cratic patty  has  ever  been,  not  to  depress  or  destroy 
paper  money,  but  we  always  have  seen  and  fell 
(he  crying  necessity  for  some  limit  to  its  circula* 
lion,  so  as  to  secure  the  people  of  the  country 
against  those  revuUions  in  trade,  in  commerce, 
and  in  all  the  fiscal  concerns  of  the  Government 
and  the  conniry  generally,  which  are  the  never- 
failing  effect  of  sQ^  a  circulating  medium. 

Mr.  Swartwout  was  a  speculator.  Mr.  Ogden, 
the  cashier,  in  his  examination,  (page  20,)  stated — 

<*That  Mr.  S.  had  been  a  laige  speculator  in 
stocks;  that  he  had  known  his  operations  to  have 
amounted  to  some  hundred  shares  a  day;  that  he 
had  been  laigely  a  losrr  by  the  failure  of  the  Jo- 
sephs; that  he  knew  he  had  loaned  them  |25,000  a 
day  or  two  before  their  failure,  and  that  he  had 
made  immense  purchases  of  land  in  Texas,*'  dtc. 

For  aught  that  appears,  Mr.  Swartwont  came 
into  that  office  an  honest  man;  but,  living  in  a  city 
where  speculations  in  stocks  of  every  kiod,  in  landi 
of  no  value,  in  paper  cities,  and  all  that  kind  of 
humbug,  were  carried  on  to  an  extent  incredible — 
why,  he,  too,  thought  he  might  be  speculator,  and, 
for  that  purpose,  might  use  the  public  money,  and 
perhaps  return  it  again. 

Sir,  I'  have  thu<s  shown  that  Mr.  Swartwout  was 
eogaged  in  speculations.  I  have  shown  in  what 
manner  be  was  enabled  to  abstract  the  money,  and 
keep  his  accounts  appaiently  correct  with  the  Trea- 
sury, and  the  means  employed,  so  as  to  prevent 
ctetection  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury;  and 
that  the  acts  of  Congress  enabled  him,  as  I  before 
stated,  to  double  his  depredations;  (for  his  deficit 
i&  stated  to  have  been  on  the  31st  of  December, 
1S36,  but  1336,718;)  and  then  I  want  the  House  to 
point  out,  I  wish  gentlemen  to  lay  a  finger  u poo, 
any  part  of  this  transaction  for  which  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  should  be  held  responsible. 

it  is  admitted  that  Swartwout  was  an  Opposition 
roan — a  Cunservative.  With  his  political  predilec- 
Hoas  1  have  nothing  to  do;  but  it  briogs  to  my 
mind  the  embarrassing  situation  of  the  Executive 
'  Department  of  this  Government  in  relation  to  Op- 
position office  holders. 

Sir,  it  is  known  here  that  there  Is  a  much  larger 
iiamber  of  Opposition  men  in  office,  in  the  several 
Departments  of  the  Government,  than  the  people 
bave  any  idea  of.  But  what  is  to  be  done  with 
them?  If  you  turn  one  out,  why  then  the  cry  of 
proscription,  proscription  ior  opinion's  sake,  is 
isiaed,  and  we  are  called  persecutors  and  the  spoils 


party,  and  ihi«  cry  is  reiterated  by  every  Opposi- 
tion paper  io  the  country.  Well,  sir,  if  yon  leave 
them  io,  in  many  instances,  ^the  first  opportunity 
they  get  to  lay  hold  of  some  of  the  public  money, 
they  fill  their  pockets  full,  and  then  burst,,  and 
come  out  public  defaulters,  and  then  the  cry  of  cor- 
ruption and  mismanagement  is  immediately  raised 
against  the  Executive;  so  that  the  Execiitive,  do  as 
he  please,  cannot  avoid  censure. 

Sir,  I  do  not  concern  myself  much  about  it,  who 
is  in  office,  or  who  is  not;  but,  did  it  depend 
upon  my  will,  I  should  make  one  effectual  general 
sweep  from  Dan  to  Beersheba.  Not  because  I  d6 
not  believe  there  may  be  Opposition  men  in  office 
who  may  be  valuable  in  their  stations;  not  for  opi* 
nion's  sake;  no,  sir,  but  in  self  defence.  If  the 
Administration  is  to  be  censured  for  eveiy  Opposi- 
tion man  who  runs  away  with  the  public  money, 
then  I  hold  no  Opposition  man  should  be  continued 
in  office  I  have  no  doubt  there  are  Opposition 
men  enough  who  would  purposely  run  away  with 
die  public  money  if  they  thought  they  could  injure 
or  break  down  the  Administration  by  it;  then,  sir, 
why  should  they  be  continued  in  office? 

Sir,  this  defalcation  in  New  York,  it  seems,  is 
to  be  the  great  centre  of  action  about  which  the 
Opposition  will  gather  all  their  force,  and  the  great 
lever  by  which  they  expect  io  move  heaven  and 
earth.  Sir,  let  me  ask,  is  this  Government  to  col- 
lect all  its  money  without  losini?  any?  Let  me 
look  at  home  for  a  moment,  sir.  My  district  is  com- 
posed of  a  single  county;  in  that  county,  some 
|40,000  or  |50,000  is  annually  collected  and  dis- 
bursed-under  the  supervision  of  three  commission- 
ers. Now,  sir,  our  people  are  as  honest  and  in- 
dustrious, and  as  able  to  pay  their  debu,  as  those 
of  any  other  district  represented  upon  this  floor; 
yet  notwithstanding  all  that,  and  notwithstanding 
the  utmost  vigilance  on  the  part  of  our  county 
commissioners,  money  is  frequently  lost.either  by 
defaulting  collectors  or  a  defaulting  treasurer;  and  I 
have  no  doubt  the  same  thing  happens  in  other 
counties.  Well,  sir,  if,  then,  in  a  single  county  in 
Pennsylvania  we  have  now  then  a  default  in  the 
collection  of  our  revenue,  and  if  there  it  is  impos- 
sible to  get  along  without  occasional  losses,  how 
much  mbre  impossible  for  this  Government,  with 
some  twelve  or  fifteen  thousand  collectors  of  pub* 
lie  money,  sunetched  over  this  vast  ceuntryl  I  v^y^ 
how  much  more  impossible  is  it  for  this  Govern- 
ment to  get  along  without  frequent  losiKiv.  Sir,  it 
is  entirely  out  of  the  question;  the  Government 
may  take  every  precaution,  may  use  the  utmost 
vigilance,  and  still  yearly,  and  every  year,  there 
will  be  losses. 

Mr.  Speaker,  although  this  money  is  lost  to  the 
Government,  it  Ls  not  lost  in  such  a  way  as  to  em- 
barrass the  present  operations  of  the  Treasury,  be- 
cause it  is  money  that  never  came  into  the  Treasu- 
ry; it  was  abstracted  before  it  got  there;  and,  coa- 
s^uenily,  no  sppropriation,  nor  any  other  expense, 
was  based  upon  it.  It  it  had  been  in  the  Treasury, 
and  formed  a  part  of  the  estimated  expenditures,  its 
amount  would  necessarily  have  to  be  replaced.  As 
it  is,  it  need  not;  and  it  is  the  same  with  the  Go- 
vernment as  with  an  individual — it  is  never  so 
hard  to  lose  money  which  you  never  had,  as  to  lose 
it  out  of  your  pocket.  I  allude  to  this,  however, 
more  particularly,  in  order  to  call  the  attention  of 
our  Conservative  friends,  who  say  they  only  differ 
from  us  so  far  as  that  the  public  money,  after  col- 
lection, should  be  placed  in  banks,  and  not  with  of- 
ficers appointed  specially  to  take  charge  of  it 
Now,  sir,  in  this  case  the  public  money  was  taken 
before  it  got  to  the  bank;  and  how  is  your  pel  bank 
system  to  reach  a  case  of  this  kind?  Sir,  it  n'lU  not 
reach  such  cases;  and  1  think  I  have  a  right,  then, 
to  call  upon  our  Conservative  friends  to  j<)in  wiih 
us  and  pass  the  Sub-Treasury  bill,  and  make  it  a 
)>enitentiary  offence  for  men  to  u^e  the  publio  mo- 
ney, and  then  we  shall  be  able  to  do  the  country 
som*  service,  and  effectually  prevent  these  dcfal- 
cations  in  our  public  officers. 

Mr.  Speaker,  if  gentleman  who  are  panting  for 
this  investigation  liad  at  once  taken  a  committe<; 
and  gone  to  work,  they  might  probably  have  by 
this  lime  been  able  to  report;  but,  for  some  cause 
or  other,  they  are  not  willing  to  take  the  committee 
constituted  in  the  usual  manner;  and  for  the  first 


time  since  I  have  been  a  member  here,  a  committee 
is  to  be  chosen  by  balloL  Well,  8tr«  why  that? 
Why,  a  gentleman  from  Virginia  [Mr.  RoBBaivoii] 
gets  up  here  and  makes  a  most  violent  attack  upon 
the  Speaker  for  improper  conduct  in  the  appoinl- 
ment  of  the  land  committee,  raised  a  few  days 
since,  and  gave  as  a  reason  that  htscolleagoe,  [Mr. 
Hawks,]  who  was  Speaker  of  the  Viiginia  Houseof 
Delegates  for  twenty-one  years,  always  gave  a  ma- 
jority of  a  committee  favorable  to  the  proposition 
submitted  to  them.  Why,  sir,  is  the  Sp^ker  of 
this  House,  before  he  appoints  a  committee,  to  go 
about  among  members,  and  ascertain  their  private 
opinions  upon  subjecu?  Sir,  I  should  think  not. 
And  who  complains  of  this  land  committee,  except 
the  gentleman  from  Virginia?  JXo  one,  that  I  have 
heard.  If  the  Speaker  has  done  injosiioe  to  any  of 
tbeSutes  in  the  appointment  of  that  committee,  kt 
the  members  from  such  States  rise  and  declare  it;  it  is 
not  competent  for  the  gentleman  from  Viiginia  to 
except  for  all.  Sir,  I  will  not  speak  for  more  than 
my  own  State;  but  in  thai  I  venture  I  have  not  a 
colleague  here  who  will  not  say  that  the  interests 
and  feelings  of  Pennsylvania  will  be  faithfully  re- 
presented by  my  distinguished  friend  and  colleague 
[Mr.  Pottkr]  on  that  committee.  Another  gentle- 
m  S  over  the  way,  seems  to  have  an  anxiety  to  re  • 
lieve  the  Speaker  from  the  responsibility  of  ap- 
pointing this  committee.  I  have  no  doubt  of  the 
gentleman*s  kind  intentions  towards  the  Speaker; 
but  it  will  be  time  abundant  to  relieve  die  Speaker 
from  responsibility  when  he  asks  for  it. 

But,  sir,  there  may  be  something  at  the  bottom 
of  this  attack  upon  the  Speak  !r  which  does  not  at 
once  appear.  There  is  an  election  to  take  place 
next  summer  in  Tennessee,  and  the  Speaker  is  to 
be  a  candidate  for  office.  Now,  sir,  the  Republican 
party  in  Tennessee  may  be  about  to  right  itself 
again,  and  the  Speaker  may  be  a  Ibrmidable  candi- 
date in  the  apprehensions  of  gentlemen;  and  hence 
it  may  be  thoaght  necessary  mdirectly  to  hunt  him 
down,  by  making  an  attack  upon  him  for  miscon- 
duct in  the  appointment  of  the  land  committee, 
then  to  follow  it  up  by  taking  out  of  his  hands  the 
appointment  of  this  committee  of  investigation,  and 
then  cireulate  it  wide  and  far  in  Tennessee  that  the 
House  had  lost  its  confidence  in  the  Speaker,  and 
had  therefore  to  elect  their  important  committees  by 
ballot.  Sir,  the  official  conduci  of  the  Speaker  in 
this  House  is  too  far  beyond  the  reach  of  reproach 
to  need  any  defence  by  me. 

Mr.  Speaker,  some  days  ago,  during  this  debate, 
my  friend  from  Massachusetts,  [Mr.  Cushino,]  in 
speaking  of  an  Executive's  committee  and  a  peo- 
ple's committee,  said,  in  very  emphasized  terms, 
"we  voill  Kavt  a  pwple^t  eommtttee."  Well,  sir,  the 
manner  of  my  friend's  expre^on  caused  me  to 
take  some  thought  of  what  he  said;  and  I  came  U> 
the  conclusion,  then,  that  theie  had  aUwady  been  a 
counting  of  noses  between  the  Whies  and  Conser- 
vatives, and  that  they  had  come  to  the  conclusion 
that  they  could  outvote  us,  and  elect  a  committee 
by  ballot.  Well,  sir,  one  thing,  then,  is  certain, 
and  that  is,  the  same  power  that  can  change  the 
manner  of  raising  a  committee  can  elect  the  mem- 
bers of  that  committee;  and  I  have  since  had  no 
doubt,  if  they  elect,  they  will  form  a  ticket  of  nearly 
all  Opposition  men,  compo:i%d  of  Whigs  and  Con* 
servatives.  Should  they  do  that,  I  have  only  to 
say,  *'th€  Lord  help  Mr.  Woodbury,*^  Such  another 
beating  as  he  will  get  from  that  committee  no  man 
ever  had;  and  I  can  only  tell  his  friends  and  him- 
self to  prepare  for  it.  How  can  it  be  otherwise? 
For  the  very  men  who  here,  at  the  outset,  are  in- 
cessant in  their  condemnation  and  abuse  of  him 
will,  in  all  probability,  be  the  very  men  to  try  him, 
and  he  need  not  look/or  either  justice  or  merey. 

Sir,  the  Opposition  must  make  something  out  of 
this  defalcation;  it  is  their  last  hope;  it  does  not  on^ 
involve  their  political  prosperity,  but  their  political 
existence;  it  is  a  case  of  life  or  death  with  them. 
Ttie  country  has  outlived  their  bank  panics,  and 
their  bank  pressures  have  fallen  bufore  the  energies 
of  the  nation;  and  now,  unless  they  can  effect  some- 
thing out  of  this  Swartwont  business,  their  doom  is 
j^aled.  The  late  elections  show  it;  the  feelings  of 
the  people  show  it;  their  own  acts  show  it;  and  now 
here  they  have  resolved  to  make  one  other  despe- 
rate effort,  a  death  sunggle,  to  html  down  this  Ad- 
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Miniitnii6n,  by  holding  up  to  the  riev  of  the  peo- 
fh  this  Swartwont  dtfalcatioi2,  and  all  the  defalca* 
tioBS  ihat  have  taken  place  since  the  Qovernment 
has  bad  existenoe.  Sir,  it  is  easily  foretold  to  what 
length  men  will  go  when  thos  sitaated.  Id  snch 
enee^  neensiiy  will  be  a  virtue,  and  misieprsBenu- 
tioB  no  atft.  Bot,  sir,  even  in  this  last  desperate 
dy4^  struggle  for  power,  they  will  be  unable  to 
alwm  the  coontry;  the  people  will  say,  and  they 
will  say  in  a  voice  that  will  not  pass  nnheeded,  se- 
parate yonr  Government  from  the  banks;  let  each 
OM  manage  their  own  affairs;  pass  ns  a  Snb-Tfea- 
sury.  bill,  so  as  to  provide  more  effectually  ait^iMt 
depredatioosapon  the  Treasary  by  public  officers, 
andivhen  the  next  great  oonieftr  comes  on,  onr  Op- 
position  friends  will  be  left  to  Join  with  my  friend 
from  Maesaehns^tts  in  the  repetition  of  his  German 
qootatton  **ganze8  verloren,*'  "ganzes  verloren?*— 
*««ttlost,**<«allki6t." 

gBSSBe99BaSBBaB9SB 

REMARKS  OF  MR-  MARTIN, 

Of  Alabama, 

ON  THE  BAKE  SUBJECT. 

Mr.  MARTIN  said  be  felt  it  to  be  his  daty.  as 
his  coar«e  would  differ  upon  this  question  from 
that  of  most  of  those  with  whom  he  acted  general- 
ly upon  this  floor,  to  state  his  reasons  for  the  vote 
which  he  was  about  to  give.  He  was  in  favor  of 
appornting  the  committee  by  the  House,  and  he 
greatly  preferred  that  it  should  be  by  the  vtvs  voce 
vote  of  the  members;  but,  if  that  mode  could  not 
be  adopted,  he  would  then  go  for  the  election  by 
ballot.  He  was  not  induced  to  this  course  from  a 
want  of  the  fullest  confidence  in  the  presiding  offi- 
cer; very  far  from  it.  He  had  full  confidence  that 
by  that  officer  the  committee  would  be  honestly  and 
fairly  appointed}  and  that  the  investigation  to  be 
made  by  such  committee  would  be  as  thorough  as 
that  which  would  be  made  by  a  committee  appoin- 
ted by  this  House.  He  had  seen  nothing  in  the 
course  of  the  Speaker  to  bring  »nj  thing  like  a 
doubt  to  his  mind  upon  that  subject— certainly  not 
in  the  appointment  of  committees  of  a  similar 
character  heretofore,  with  which  he  had  been 
acquainted.  Other  considerations  influenced  his 
course  than  such  as  are  confined  to  this  House, 
or  any  of  iu  members.  Party  feelings  were  high, 
and  party  strifes  fierce,  in  almost  every  part  of 
the  Union.  Crimination  and  recrimination  is 
the  order  of  the  day,  not  only  upon  this  floor,  but 
elsewhere.  That,  npon  charges  without  proof, 
he  might  lot  be  disposed  to  resort  to  this  unusual 
mode  of  appointing  a  committee,  although  he 
might  be  disposed  to  go  for  the  investigation  asked. 
This  case,  he  said,  presented  a  different  stale  of 
things  altogether.  We  are  not  leA  to  suspicion  or 
conjecture  upon  this  subject,  nor  to  charges  of  gen- 
tlemen here.  We  see  that  the  treasure  of  the  na- 
tion has  been  abstracted  by  one  of  its  officers  to 
the  large  amount  of  some  million  and  a  quarter 
of  dollars;  that  this  process  of  abstraction  has  been 
going  on  for  the  space  of  seven  years  and  more. 
The  mvestigaiion  here  proposed  must  necessarily 
involve  the  conduct,  not  only  of  the  defaulting  offi- 
cer himself,  but  other  high  functionaries  of  this  Go- 
vernment, whose  duty  it  was  to  ascertain  and  de- 
tect such  abusfs.  The  question  was  thus  rendered 
one  of  grave  importance,  and  one  to  which  the 
e'yes  of  the  country  would  be  directed.  He  felt, 
thf»refore,  that  it  was  due  to  the  importance  of  the 
subject  that  this  House,  on  all  sides  of  it,  should 
be  satisfied  with  the  investigation  proposed  to  be 
made,  and  that  the  country,  too,  should  have  such 
a  report  from  tire  investigators  as  would  leave  not 
the  shadow  of  a  shade  of  doubt  or  suspicion  even 
of  its  correctneis,  or  that  the  whole  transaction  was 
not  fully  disclosed  and  presented  to  them.  Can 
this  desirable  result  be  fully  attained  by  an  ap- 
pointment by  the  presiding  officer,  especially  after 
the  objections  which  have  been  made  upon  this 
tttior,  in  the  apparently  earnest  protests  of  gentle- 
men which  have  gone  forthi  However  correct 
the  result  might  be  upon  snch  appointment,  yet, 
rtr,  doubt  mi^hi  be  entertained,  au^  eUtmor  would 
cerminlybe  raised  against  it. 

If,  then,  laid  he,  the  commi«ec  was  appointed 
by  the  votes  of  the  Representatives  of  the  people, 
there  will  be  no  ground  for  objection  or  doubt  what- 
et^.  *  Qentlemen  wottld  be  deprived  of  the  pretext 


for  calling  it  a  wkUewuhing  commttiee,  a  ttoekid 
poek,  together  with  various  other  od  capiandum  ett(- 
gui  epithets  which  are  so  liberally  used  here,  in  re- 
gard to  those  which  have  been  heretofore  constitu- 
ted in  the  usual  way. 

He  said,  in  the  examination  which  he  had  made 
into  the  subject  of  this  defalcation,  he  must  confess 
he  had  been  stmck  with  astonishment  at  the  great 
length  of  time  through  whieh  these  abstractions  had 
continued,  and  at  the  very  large  amoant  which  had 
been  purloined,  without  detection.  It  had  impres»> 
ed  him  with  the  fear  that  there  was  something 
wrong,  either  in  the  administration  of  the  Treasury 
Department,  or  in  its  organization.  He  could  not 
see  how  it  was  poesible  that  a  well-organized  De- 
partment, administered  with  proper  vigilance, 
could  be  thus  imposed  npon.  He  did  not  wish  to 
be  understood  as  doubting  the  honesty  and  integrity 
of  the  head  of  the  Treasury  Department,  for  he  did 
not  entertain  any  such  feeling;  nor  did  he  intend  to 
utter  a  suspicion  of  dishonesty  as  to  any  subordi- 
nate of  hi*,  but  he  could  not  say,  however,  that  he 
did  net  entertain  doubt  of  the  proper  vigilance  in 
those  whose  duty  it  was  to  supervise  the  returns  and 
accounts  of  the  collector. 

He  would  not  go  into  the  examination  of  how 
the  failure  to  detect  this  fraud  had  happened,  or 
who  was  to  blame  for  it;  that  would  be  the  legiti- 
mate business  of  the  committee;  and  upon  full  proof 
on  both  sides,  as  well  in  behalf  ot  the  Government 
as  of  that  of  the  individeals  implicated,  that  com- 
mittee will  be  able  to  give  us  a  much  more  correct 
r^ult  than  we  can  possibly  come  to  here.  When 
the  facts  are  reported  to  this  House,  we  shall  find 
but  little  difficulty  in  providing  a  remedy  hereafter 
in  like  cases.  He  said  he  was  not  for  shielding  any 
man,  nor  did  he  believe  er  even  su.fpect  that  the 
Administration  party  was.  All,  he  had  no  doubt, 
were  for  the  investigation  of  this  outrage,  and  for 
the  prevention  of  its  recurrence.  Fer  himself,  he 
said,  he  had  always  gone  for  investigation  when 
honorable  membeis  upon  this  floor  took  the  rsspon- 
slbility  of  making  chsiiges  against  any  of  the  pub- 
lie  officers  of  the  Government;  that  in  such  cases 
he  went  upon  the  ground  that,  if  the  charges  were 
true,  it  was  proper  that  they  sdionld  be  brought  to 
light,  and  theldelinquen*s  punished;  if  untrue,  that 
the  responsibility  of  making  the  charge  might  rest 
upon  the  individual  making  it.  This  he  thought  a 
safe  rule  of  action;  it  certainly  wouM  be,  if,  upon 
the  coming  in  of  the  report,  the  subject  could  be  so 
viewed  and  treated  by  this  House.  This,  however, 
was  not  generally  the  case;  and  certainly  it  was  not 
in  regard  to  the  oommiitees  of  1836-7,  of  which 
the  gentleman  from  Virginia  IMr.  Wise]  had 
spoken  some  dajs  ago.  The  result,  in  each  of 
those  instances,  had  been  that  the  House  had  lost 
sight  of  the  report  of  the  committee  in  the  trial  of 
the  members  of  it,  and  npon  charges  preferred  by 
those  who  had  been  disappointed  in  their  expecta- 
tions in  the  investigation;  and,  too,  at  whose  in- 
stance the  inquiry  had  been  set  on  foot  by  thtf 
appointment  of  the  connnittee;  and  in  that  way 
they  had  succeeded  in  warding  off  the  weight  of 
responsibility  which  should  have  been  placed  upon 
them  by  tlie  House  and  the  country.  He  said  he 
went  for  inquiry,  and  also  for  a  strict  responsibility 
from  every  quarter  upon  which  responsibility 
should  properly  rest;  and  he  said  it  was  with  a 
view  as  well  to  strict  investigation  and  salisfaction 
to  this  House  and  the  country,  as  to  such  responsi- 
biliiy,  that  he  would  give  his  TOte  upon  this  ques- 
tion in  favor  of  the  appointment  by  the  House  of 
this  committee. 

He  said  he  knew  nothing,  personally,  of  the 
course  of  the  committee  of  which  the  gentl?man 
from  Virginia  [Mr.  Wise]  was  chairman.  He 
had  nothing  to  say  for  or  against  that  committee. 
Of  the  other  committee,  of  which  his  friend,  also 
froTi  Virginia,  (Mr.  Garland,]  was  chairman,  he 
had  the  misfortune  to  be  a  member.  The  genile- 
man  from  Virginia  [Mr.  Wise]  was  also  a  mem- 
ber of  the  same  committee,  and  of  cour.e  knew  all 
of  its  proceedings.  That  gentleman,  he  said,  a  few 
days  ago,  when  addressing  the  House  upon  the ' 
question  now  under  consideration,  referred  to  this 
committee,  and  the  one  of  wbid)  he  [Mr.  Wise] 
was  chairman,  and  to  their  proceedings,  as  he  has 
I  upon  many  occasions  heretofore,  in  terms  eertainly 


not  very  remeetful  to  the  committees,  and  still  ka 
to  the  Speaker  who  appointed  them.  In  tlm  ia- 
stance,  doubtless,  he  intended  a  rap  npoa  the 
knuckles  of  the  Speaker;  but  it  is  done  too  nraoh 
over  those  of  the  committee.  He  chaiges  theia  to 
have  been  a  "stocked  pack,*'  **size-tray  comniw 
tees.**  In  these  remarks,  (Mr.  M.  said,)  he  knew 
the  gentleman  alluded  to  the  political  divinoasof 
the  members  upon  those  committees,  and  wiikeo 
intention  of  personal  disre8pec^,  and  in  Iheaae 
sense  the  remarks  heretofore  were  made  by  that 
gentleman,  as  he  had  no  doubt,  and  Cfrlaialy  thef 
were,  so  far  as  he  (Mr.  MAamr)  was  individialiy 
concerned,  for  that  gentleman  had  so  suiied  npoa 
that  floor,  with  regard  to  himself.  In  refeiriiig  te 
the  procc«dingB  had  by  those  commiuees,  the  get- 
tlcman  remarks:  '*Bvery  throw  of  the  dice  wis  alOl 
size-tray,*'  Ac. 

Mr.  M.  said  he  was  sorry  the  gendeman  hadaot 
made  the  distinction  between  thecommitieei,  wUdi 
he  must  have  known  existed  in  their  courM  of  i» 
tion,  if  be  has  properly  characteriM  thoie  of  the 
committee  of  which   the  gentleman  himself  vm 
chairman;  for  he  cannot  tmt  know  that  the  journal 
of  the  committee  of  which  the  gentteman  ftom 
Vii^inia  [Mr.  Gabland]  Fas  chairman,  will  not 
bear  him  out  in  the  charge  that  "every  throw  of 
the  dice  was  size^tray.**     That  gentlemaa  wefl 
knows  that  tvtry  question  preposed  to  be  ptt  by 
him^lf,  or  a  gentleman  from  Tennessee,  [Mr. 
Pbtton,  who,  with  himself,  managed  the  whole 
examination,]  to  any  of  the  witnesses  called  be* 
fore  tis,  if  within  the  reasonable  eonstnictioaof 
the  resolution  under  which  we  acted^   not  to  stjr  a 
strained  construction  of  it,  was  voted  for  by  the 
chairman  of   that  committee  and  himself,  [BIr. 
Martin,]  which  of  course  gave  the  majority  ia  ill 
favor.    And  he  defied  a  solitary  inscaaoe  to  Am 
contrary  to  be  produced  from  that  joutnal.  Hi 
said  the  rule  which  he  adopted  for  his  own  gofen* 
ment,  when  he  went  upon  that  committee,  wis,  to 
err  on  the  side  of  inquiry,  if  he  erred  at  aU;  aid 
that,  in  looking  o^er  the  journal  of  that  comaitlee, 
as  he  had  done  recently,  if  he  found  anything  to 
regret  in  the  part  which  he  bore  upon  that  oooiiBi^ 
tee,  it  was  found  in  permitting  improper  quealiiw 
to  be  put  to  witnesses,  by  the  Aid  of  his  vote;  none, 
certainly,  on  the  other  side.     He  said,  under  ttm 
statement  of  facts,  which  the  journal  of  the  eoa- 
mittee  would  show,  he  woDld  appeal  to  any  gentle 
man  to  say  if  that  committee  was  obnoxious  to  die 
chaises  made  by  that  gentleman. 

He  said,  if  further  proof  could  be  necc^my,  or 
desired  by  any  gentleman,  be  knew  he  cogld  saie- 
ly  refer  to  his  friend  from  Virginia,  [Mr.  (3ai- 
ljlnd,]  who  was  then  present,  to  sustain  him  it 
every  thii»g  he  had  said  upon  this  subject;  that  thai 
gentleman  and  himself  generally  voted  togjBtber  up- 
on the  various  questions  submitted  for  the  decisJoa 
of  that  committee;  ao.d  in  many  of  the  instaoen  fli 
which  he  and  his  friend  [Mr.  Garland]  felt  it  (heir 
duty  to  oppose  the  propositions  of  .the  gentlemaa 
from  Virgmia,  [Mr.  Wise,]  and   those  sabmiued 
by  Mr.  Peyton,  they  were  accompanied  in  ihiS 
voles  by  the  gentleman  from  Lionisiatta«[Mr.JoHf- 
son,]  who  was«  according  to  the  gentleman's  ova 
showing,  one  of  the  *HresJ^       He  submitted  it  t* 
that  gentleman  to  say  whether  be  was  acting  (aff^ 
iu  his  remarks,  by  thus  including  in  his  denhBCift' 
tions  this  committee.    Was  it  fair  to  do  such  grM 
inju^Hce,  even  for  the  purpose  of  elTecting  oUier 
objects?    If  he  wished  to  rap  the  Speaker  over  Aft 
knuckles,  was  it  fair  to  4p  so  at  the  expense  d 
those  aj^ainst  whom  he  had  no  ground  of  cbai|cl 
He  said  he  asked  nothing  of  thai  gentlemaa  by  waj 
of  favor;  he  demanded  justice  only,  and  that  be  ex- 
pected to  have  accorded  to  him.     He  said  he  trost* 
ed  he  had  heard,  for  the  last  time,  those  .«weepii< 
denanciations  of  that  gentleman  against  all  iovrtti- 
,  gating  committees  appointed  by  the  Speaker;  ai^ 
I  that,  if  any  deserved  such  denunciations,  the  pt* 
tleman  would  hereafter  make  the  proper  diitiaC' 
tion.    He  said  he  wj|s  4esif0.as  nqt  to  be  mispttkr* 
stood  in  the  remarks  which  he  had  made;  that  SI 
he  had  not  spoken  of  the  course  of  the .  othtt  %n£ 
members  upon  the  committee  whosecuodn^thell  * 
justified,  it  mi^ht  b^  supp^e^  th^t  he  1 
conduct  reprehensible;.    iE^.^^aot 
understood,  for  he  held  oo  an&k  opi 
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imew-ef  tiK  joonalwlnoh  lie  had  lakm,  he 'found 
tet  two  of  thsui,  fti  liait,  had  gooe  with  him  gene- 
lally,  ki  moM  of  the  votes  which  he  had  no  ground 
to  diiirast  4be  oorreetoett  or;  and  he  donbted  mnch 
the  impaitiKl  jadgment  of  the  oonntry,  if 
oght  to  bear  a^n  the  piooeediags  of  that 
ie«  iwMild  nut  find  mtve  to  bJame  in  ais 


» of  aoBM  of  the  other  fonr 
He  aaid  he  had  failed  lo  take  that  groand  in 
the  azgament,  becaoae  it  was  vnneoeasary  to  do  so: 
that  withoat  it  he  had  ahown  a  nost  trinmphant 
jii8ti6eation. 

Ho  said  he  had  heard  a  remaik  made  by  thegen- 
teaaa  fioa  Kentneky,  [Mr.  UiiocawooD,]  ihat 
WH  (Mily  surprised,  bat  mortified  him.  That  gen- 
desaaa  had  said  that  he  now  looked  forl>etter  times 
than  heretofore  onder  the  AdmintBtration  of  Oene- 
iml  Jttckson;  that  this  ezpectation  was  justified  in  the 
fact  that  the  peo{>le  had  erased  to  fire  guns  on  the 
8di  of  Jannary.  Oreat  God !  (said  Mr.  M.)  has  it 
coma  to  diia,  that  honorable  n^tlemen  upon  this 
floor  can  consider  it  an  evidenoe  of  the  approach  of 
hatter  tines,  that  the  people  eease  to  oelebrate  (he 
Tidoriea  of  the  nalion's  amies  1  He  considered  it 
the  naost  eonelositre  cTidence  that  the  spirit  of  pn- 
Hiotiaai  was  departing  from  the  region  in  which  the 
failinjjn  which  indaced  snch  rejoicings  nre  not  felt 
19011  the  aniYai  of  that  glorioos  day. 

[Here  Mr.  UNinatwooD  asked  leave  to  explain, 
vhieh  was  aecMded.  Mr.  U.  said  the  gentleman 
item  Alabama  hadmisnndemood  his  remarks;  that 
ha  aeaflitonly  to  say  that,  since  General  Jackson 
had  gone  oH  of  power,  those  who  rejoiced  at  his 
ndiievementi  heretofore^  had  oeased  to  rejoice,  he 
teviag  no  cAce  to  bestow  upon  ihem.  That  he 
Qbm  U.)  tajoioed  as  mucb  at  the  violories  of  oar 
«oantry  aansy  gentleman  npon  this  floor.] 

Mr.  Miotmr  resumed.  He  said  be  was  glad  that 
iie  had  misaadeistood  the  gentleman;  for  he  ooald 
vol  amycsa  tint  one  who  1^  borne  so  honorable  a 
part  in  ibe  defence  of  the  country,  doring  the  last 
war«  as  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  could  ever 
meet  the  dawn  of  that  glorious  day,  the  8lh  of  Ja- 
soaiy,  w^ithont  the  warmest  glow  of  exultation  and 
patnotie  pride;  and  that,  when  this  feeling  shall 
ceaae  in  onr  land,  for  one,  he  should  despair  of  the 
Rq>ablie. 

Mr.  M.  said  he  deprecated  the  range  which  this 
dcbale  had  taken.  Gentlemen  had  discussed  this 
qweatioa,  involving  simply  the  mode  by  which  the 
oosBUBttee  ^onld  be  appointed,  as  if  t  le  report  of 
atcommittee  presentiag  all  of  the  facts  of  the  trans- 
action were  before  the  House  for  consideration, 
and  thay  were  making  efforts  to  convict  some  oflkcer 
of  Inch  crimes  and  miaiemeanors.  This,  he  said,  he 
«0BsSdered  highly  improper.  How  could  gentle- 
aienknow  who  would  be  placed  upon  thatcom- 
attttee3  And  was  any  gentleman  willing  to  be 
placed  ia  tlx  sitoation  of  a  judge,  after  having  pre- 
jadged  the  case?  Although  he  was  exceedingly 
desiroBa  to  have  the  case  itivestigaled  fully  and 
strictly,  yet  he  desired  that  it  should  be  fairly  and 
■BpartiaUy  done,  and  in  a  manDer,too,to  inspire  this 
Honse  aod  the  oounuy  with  confidence  in  the  re- 
anit.  The  debate  <aaid  Mr.  M.)  was  improper  in 
anoter  peiat  of  view>  iha  time  in  which  the  iavea- 
«igaiion  laiistbe  auule  is  abort,  and  this  length  of 
rtiiirasBian  is  wasting  it  most  unnecessarily.  If 
^BtttleBBcn  feel  what  they  profitss,  they  must  -see 
Ami  tetr  end  will  be  best  attaiaed  by  taking  the 
TOto  wiikoai  furtber  delay.  He  said  he  trusted 
Hiat  that  course  would  be  taken  tj  the  Houses  and 
tikatthe  onnunitlee  will,  without  delays  enter  iQ)on 
rlabors. 


SWA&TWOtrr  DEPALCATIONd. 

SPfiECH  Of"mR.  TOUCEY, 
Op  CovMBol'ibuT, 
Jb^Hmmrf^  MipfmnitMm,  Menrnmry  16,  1839u-On 
Ibe  iC80inCk>n  providing  for  the  appointment  of 
a  comanfiaee  to  iawstigate  the  defalcations  of 
Samoel  Swar^wont. 
Ife.  TOUCEY  said: 

Sir:  fltasxaa:  I  oongritnlate  the  gentleman  from 
ylvaaia  who  has  just  reanmed  his  seat,  on 
eidiatiagaiibedinieocsswith  whksh  be  has  r^cem* 
10  iaiRHJ^  xhlcashiat  novahf  amo 


this  debase  by  sticking  to  the  qdestlon;  especially  in 
that  part  of  his  speech  which  related  to  <he  practice 
of  purchasing  books  for  the  use  of  members. 

The  subject  principally  involved  in  the  resolution 
now  before  the  Hoase,  is  the  defalcation  of  the 
late  eolli^ctor  of  the  port  of  New  York.  It  has  in- 
deed been  so  modified  as  to  embrace  the  defaults 
of  others;  of  General  Gratiot  and  of  WilHam  M. 
Price,  the  one  an  opponent,  the  other  a  friend  of 
the  present  Administration.  But  these  are  com* 
paratitely  unimportant  It  has  been  said  that  the 
Government,  ultimately,  will  lose  nothing  by  either 
of  them.  Perhaps  so.  Certainly  the  amount  will 
be  comparatively  small.  Th&  principal  subject  of 
the  investigation,  therefore,  is,  what  it  was  original- 
ly intendeid  to  be,  the  immense  and  extraordinary 
defalcation  of  Samuel  Swart wout,  the  late  collector 
of  the  port  of  New  York,  who  has  embezzled  more 
than  a  million  of  the  public  money.  This  is  the 
subject,  the  defalcation  of  this  roan,  now,  and  for 
years,  the  political  opponent  of  the  present  Chief 
Magistrate;  one  who  opposed  his  election  to  the 
Presidency  in  1836;  one  who  now  is,  and  long  has 
been  identified  with  the  Opposition  as  a  zealous  po- 
litical partban.  And  the  question  is,  whether  the 
dppoinunentof  aoommittee  tomvestigate  this  matter 
shall,  by  the  extiaordinary  action  of  this  body,  be 
taken  away  from  its  presiding  ofiioer,  and  transferred 
to  the  Arienda  of  this  defaulter.  Political  friends,  I 
mean,  for  none  vindicate  him.  Sir,  the  argument 
of  the  gentleman  from  Miashoippi,  [Mr.  PasNtias,] 
nn^ed  also  by  the  gentleman  nom  Pennsylvania, 
[Mr.  BiODLa,]  on  the  other  side  of  the  qoestioB, 
applDn  with  very  great  foioe^^-ttaat  an  offender 
sbeuld  not  he  put  into  the  hands  of  his  friends,  if 
the  oi^^  be  to  bring  the  troth  to  li|jht,  or  the  of* 
fender  to  justice.  **Shall  the  culprit  arraigned  at 
the  bar  have  the  privilege  of  pttttiug  his  own 
fHends  upon  the  bench,  or  in  the  jtf ry  boxl**  Shall 
the  Opposition  here  revene  the  tong  practice  of  this 
House,  which  has  been  aanciioned  by  all  parties 
for  so  many  years,  to  lake  the  investigation  of  the 
niMeeds  of  one  of  their  own  friends  into  their  own 
hand^  Shall  this  plunderer  of  the  public  money 
hhve  the  boon  of  such  a  scmtinyl  This  is  the 
questfon:  this  is  the  (Mmtest;  this  is  the  straggle 
Which  we  have  witnessed  (^  so  many  days. 

Sir,  I  do  not  discover,  in  this  state  of  things,  a 
sttflicieot  reason  for  departing  from  the  usual 
course.  We  have  organized  the  Honse  by  the 
choice  of  our  own  Speaker,  and  by  the  appoint- 
ment through  him  of  the  usual  committees;  we 
have  confided  to  them  the  most  important  affairs 
of  this  nation — subjects  of  tranaoendent  interest — 
the  great  queations  and  measures  which  agimte  the 
country;  and  in  doing  so,  we  have  only  conformed 
to  the  established  usage  of  this  House,  and  of 
similar  legislativo  bodies.  Shall  we  now,  in  a 
matter  which,  though  important,  is  much  l^ss  im- 
portant, diesrobe  the  Speaker  of  the  proper  poWers 
of  his  official  station,  in  whieb  he  has  acquitted 
himself  with  distlnguitjhed  ability  add  impartiality, 
to  put  the  investif^tton  of  dtis  fVauds  and  embes- 
iilements  of  a^nreat  peculator  into  the  hands  of  hi^ 
political  iViendBl  Sir,  I  stiiB  no  sufficient  reason 
for  this  most  extiaotdinary  e&km.  The  argtt- 
uftnts  of  the  geotlemen  fnfOk  Mfssimippi  and 
FonosytVania  are,  to  tofy  mind,  conclusive  against 
It. 

The  gentleman  from  Virginia,  who  sits  before 
tOe,  [Mr.  GiraLAWD,!  hiaa  offered  an  amendment, 
that  the  commitute  shall  be  appointed  by  ballot. 
Now,  sir,  I  know  that  that  gefitlemanis  opposed  to 
the  secret  ballot.  I  know  him  to  be  an  adv'ocaie 
of  the  oiea  voce  vote,  l^e  practice  of  his  State 
requires  it.  His  own  judgnienl  dictates  ft.  I 
would  then  ask,  how  ^  can  insist  on  Ms  amend- 
ment, which  is  the  satee  thing  precisely  as  to  de- 
clare In  terms  that  this  committee  shall  be  appoint- 
ed by  mecrii  ballot.  Sir,  I  am  against  the  amendment. 
I  am  afifainst  the  isecret  ballot  in  a  representative  bo- 
dy. It  isoppo^d  lo  the  principle  of  oar  (Government 
^-to  the  genius  of  the  Constitution.  It  is  utterly  un- 
worthy of  ihis  House  that  the  official  action  of  the 
Representative  shoaid  be  !;eeret.  The  close  baHot 
fir  the  intfle  may  be  Tight,  for  the  ultimate  sove- 
Mgatf  IB  in  them.  They  are  hot  accountable  for 
Uteir  ftotidn  to  ^y  other  body.  But  i^e,  as  poblie 
agMMli'  ^  t9p  d^MHiatiVhb  .-^  the  poo)^^  flxen^tfdjl^ 


sovereign  powers  in  their  name  and  right,  are 
directly  and  immediately  aecomUdfU  to  them  for 
everv  act  done  by  virtue  of  the  delegated  authority; 
and,  therefore,  our  action  should  be  open,  public, 
known  without  being  sought  after.  All  the  argn* 
ments  which  have  been,  or  can  be,  urged 
against  it,  would,  if  followed  out  in  their  legitimate 
consequences,  require  ns  to  seal  up  our  journal, 
abol»ti  the  right  to  demand  the  yeas  and  nays, 
elo«e  our  doors  against  reportere  and  against  the 
public,  and  sit  perpetually  in  secret  conclave. 
PtAReihf  is  the  basis  of  respmuihUihf!  not  to  the 
members  of  this  bodv,  but  to  the  country — ^to  the 
people  who  sent  us  here.  There  is  no  argument 
against  the  one,  which  does  not  go  equally  to  the 
destruction  of  the  other.  Our  action  should  be 
open,  known  to  our  constituents,  known  to  the 
whole  country;  not  for  the  purpose  of  creating  any 
undue  dependence  any  where,  but  to  secure  and 
enforce  the  just  responsibility  of  the  pabHc  ser- 
vant, the  just  right  of  the  constituent  body,  and  the 
ju  t  power  of  public  sentiment. 

The  gentleman  from  Kentucky  [Mr.  Undcr- 
wood]  has  inquired  why  »uoh  defaults  have  not 
occurred  under  foriner  Admin istrationvl  Sir,  I. 
have  listened  to  this  debate;  I  have  obf^erved  the 
tone  of  defiance  and  the  extravagance  of  declama- 
tion which  gentlemen  have|nddlged  in.  If  any  one, 
casualty  present  here,  were  to  judge  from  the 
speeches  on  that  side  of  the  House,  he  would  suppose 
fiiat  such  a  thing  as  a  defalcation  of  a  public  officer 
was  unknown  in  this  Government  unil  President 
Jackson  came  into  power.  What  would  be  his  sur- 
prise, his  astonishment,  to  be  informed,  afler  suc3i 
reckless  boldness  of  accusation,  that  the  Govern- 
ment had  never  been  more  fortunate,  01  more  free 
from  these  losses,  than  since  the  accession  of  that 
honest  and  heroic  min  to  the  Presidency;  and  that 
the  late  an^  present  Administrations,  for  the  pru- 
dence, the  skill,  the  energy  ahd  success,  with  which 
they  have  conducted  the  finances,  might  jixstly 
dutUenge  a  comparison  with  all  former  times? 

Sir,  I  call  the  attention  of  the  House  and  of  the 
country  to  the  fact  that,  when  the  late  President 
cave  into  office,  in  1839,  the  past  losses  of  the^ 
Treasury  eiceeded  seventeen  millions  of  dollars, 
while  the  actual  loss  during  the  ei^ht  )  ears  of  his 
administration  was  less  tluin  a  million;  not  one- 
fourth  part  of  the  average  of  all'  former  Adminis- 
trations. 

The  whole  amount  of  the  losses  of  the  Treasury, 
fh>m  the  year  1789,  when  the  Constitution  was 
adopted  and  the  Government  established,  to  (he 
4th  of  March,  1837,  when  General  Jackson  re* 
tired  from  office,  exceeded  eighteen  millions  of  dol- 
lars. During  the  same  time,  the  aggregate  of  re- 
venue collected  was  a  thousand  millions.  Of  that 
sum,  more  than  one-fourth  part,  more  tlian  two 
hundred  and  fifty  millions  of  dollars  was  collected 
during  the  Administration  of  General  Jack^n. 
If  his  Administration  had  been  no  more  suceessful 
than  those  which  preceded  it,  if  the  losses  of  tbo 
Treasury  had  been  as  great  under  him  as  they' 
we^  under  his  predecessors,  they  would  have 
amounted  to  foitr  millions  and  a  half.  But,  sir, 
they  were  less  than  a  million;  and  if  you  add 
all  the  losses  which  have  since  occurred  under 
the  Administration  of  Mr.  Van  Bnren,  tret  wtll 

still  not  XaUAL  THE  AVERAOB,  NOR  HALF  THAT  SUM. 

On  the  4th  of  March,  1837,  the  Government  had 
lost,  since  the  formation  of  the  Constitution,  more 
than  ^ix  millions  by  banks;  sist  millions  and  a-hal  f 
by  merchants  bonds  for  duties;  near  a  million  and 
a  half  by  collectors  and  receivers  (including  mar- 
shals and  attorneys;)  and  about  four  m  llions  and  a 
quarter  by  disbursing  officers.  All  these  losses' 
grew  out  of  the  system,  which  has  long  been  in 
force  with  little  variation,  and  which  we  are 
endeavoring  to  reform.  I  include  five  millions  of 
losses  by  depreciated  and  worthless  bank  paper. 
Without  that,  the  amount  would  be  thirteen  mil- 
lions. And  now,  sir,  by  the  role  of  equality,  tha 
lat^  Administration  should  have  lost  four  millions 
and  a  half,  or,  in  any  v  ew,  three  millions  and  a 
q-.iBfter,  to  bring  it  down  to  the  level  of  those 
which  went  before  it;  bulits  actual  losses  were  les^ 
than  a  miflionl  And  yet,  sir,  (he  cry  of  corrup- 
tion has  been  perpetually  nihg  in  onr  ears,  fh>.m 
Ob  beginning  to  the  ahdof'aeaaion  afVer  hetei6n» 
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until  the  genllcmeA  ihemselyes,  who  have  rung  the 
chunges,  seem  to  think  that  the  conntrjp  have  no 
faith  in  it,  and  regard  it  as  senseless  clamor.  Sir, 
I  ask  for  the  light  of  trath  apon  this  snbiect.  ]>t 
the  truth  be  spread  before  the  conn  try,  and  the 
public  mind  will  judge  justly.  I  go  for  investiga- 
tion now,  and  at  all  times.  I  undertake  to  say, 
that  the  present  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  sa  far 
as  this  subject  is  concer&ed,  has  administered  the 
finances  with  as  great  ^noceiis  as  any  of  his  prede- 
cessors. I  will  not  nmo  go  more  into  detail.  It. 
would  be  out  of  place.  The  general  results  are 
sufficient  for  my  purpose,  and  they  are  conclusive 
in  the  view  which  is  now  *  taken..  If,  sir,  in 
the  administration  of  this  Department,  under 
all  the  difficulties  and  embarrassments  with 
which  it  has  recently  been  surrounded,  the  public 
money  has  been  not  only  as  safe,  but  safer,  if  the 
losses  have  been  less,  if  the  public  interests  have 
been  better  secured,  if  the  general  results  have  been 
altogether  more  favorable,  as  I  have  already 
^own,  the  vague  charge  ef  inefficiency,  inatten- 
tion, incapacity,  or  corruption,  will  avail  nothing; 
the^weapons  of  the  assailant,  however  thickly  show- 
ered, or  however  well  directed,  must  fall  harmless. 
The  justice  of  the  American  people  will  sustain  (he 
laithful  public  servant.  When,  not  long  ago,  a 
gentleman  from  Vitginia  was  challenged  by  my 
friend  from  Maryland  [Mr.  Thomas]  to  show 
wherein  the  Eecretary  of  the  Treasury  had  been 
guilty  of  gross  violation  of  official  duty,  what  did 
he  do?  After  he  had  proclaimed  before  the  House, 
publicly,  repeatedly,  in  the  most  triumphant  man- 
ner, that  the  Secretary  had  been  guilty  of  gross  vio- 
lation of  official  duty,  and  that  he  conld  convict 
him  before  any  jury  of  twelve  men,  by  the  docu- 
ments sent  here  by  the  Department  under  the  Se- 
cretary's own  hand,  when  challenged  to  show  when 
and  wherein,  and  to  make  it  the  basis  of  action  in 
this  body  in  the  accustomed  form,  the  gentleman 
at  once  retreated  from  his  position,  and  proposed  a 
lesblntion  for  a  committee  with  power  to  send  for 
persons  and  papers,  to  go  upon  an  exploring  expe- 
dition, a  voyage  of  discovery,  in  a  wild  search  for 
eouMS  of  aeeuaaHeni 

[Mr.  Wise  rose  to  explain.  Most  assuredly  the 
gentleman  from  Connecticut  does  me  great  injus- 
tice, if  he  says  I  retracted  any  challenge.  I  did  say, 
give  me  a  jury  of  twelve  men  and.I  will  convict  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  of  groas  violation  of  his 
official  duty  by  the  documents  under  his  own  hand, 
and  I  now  repeat  it.  But  I  went  on  and  specified 
when  and  wherein,  and  am  now  publishing  the  do- 
cuments in  my  speech  in  the  National  Intelligencer. 
And,  further,  I  introduced  my  resolution  for  a  com- 
mittee of  investigation,  and  the  friends  of  Mr. 
Woodbury  skulked  from  it.] 

Mr.  Toucsr.  The  gentleman  does  not  correct 
my  statement.  He  affirms  it  in  every  particular. 
He  said  that  upon  the  documents  under  the  hand 
of  the  Secretary  he  could  convict  him  of  gross  de- 
reliction of  official  duty.  He  was  challenged  t» 
q^cify  the  act  done,  or  left  undone,  which  he 
charged  as  a  gross  violation  of  duty,  and  which  he 
could  prove  under  the  band  of  the  Secretary,  and 
to  make  it  the  basis  of  a  resolution  for  the  action 
of  this  House;  and,  instead  of  this,  he  retreats  fjom 
hi^  position,  faces  about,  marches  off,  and  proposes 
a  resolution  for  a  committee  to  go  in  search  of 
grounds  of  accusation !  The  gentleman  bad  boldly 
assumed  the  position  that  he  knew  of  gross  viola- 
tion of  official  duty  by  the  Secretary,  that  he  could 
point  to  the  accusatory  matter,  that  he  could  prove 
it,  and  convict  the  Secretary  by  official  documents 
in  the  possession  of  the  House  under  the  signature 
of  the  Secretary  himself;  and,  w'jen  pressed,  sir,  he 
retreats  from  his  poeition,  calls  for  a  committee, 
and  proposes  to  clothe  them  with  the  utmost  pow- 
ers of  the  House,  to  send  for  persons  and  papers  to 
hunt  up  grounds  of  accusation  entirely  unknown  (o 
him  1  I  say,  sir,  the  gentleman  has  retreated.  He 
is  admirable  at  the  onset;  he  is  equally  so  at  a  re- 
treat! One  specific  charge,  however,  was  made, 
that  a  certain  individual  had  been  renominated, 
and  reappointed  to  office,  while  a  known  defadier. 
The  document,  in  my  judgment,  shows  no  such 
thing.  He  was  not  a  defaulter  at  the  time  of  his 
reappointment.    He  became  so  afkerwards. 

Jbe  gentleman  firoA  Kentucky  [Mr.  Umdca- 


wood]  imputee  all  these  defaults  to  defects  in  our 
system.  He  has,  on  a  former  occasion,  proposed 
an  Independent  Treasury  according  to  certain  pe- 
culiar opinions  of  his  own.  I  believe  his  proposi- 
tion is  still  pending,  unless  it  was  rejected  by  the 
committee.  He  would  make  the  Constitution  bet- 
ter than  it  now  is,  and  transfer  the  appointing  pow- 
er to  the  halls  of  Congress.  I  venture  to  af- 
firm that  his  proposition  would  hardly  obtain  the 
sanction  of  any  other  member  than  himself— oer* 
tainly  not  of  one  of  his  colleagues,  [Mr.  Wiluams,] 
who  presented  to  the  House  a  very  extraordinary 
resolution  the  other  day.  If,  sir,  in  the  exercise  of 
our  rightful  legislative  powers,  we  are  involved  in 
so  many  difficulties,  and  encounter  so  many  impe- 
diments, what  would  be  our  condition  if,  by  a 
change  in  the  Constitution,  a  large  mass  of  Execu- 
tive patronage  were  thrown  into  this  body! 

The  gentleman  from  Tennessee  [Mr.  Bell] 
thinks  his  "bill  to  secure  the  freedom  of  elections'* 
the  grand  panacea  for  all  the  evils  that  exist  in 
this  GovemmenL  I  vill  say  nothing  of  that  bill 
now,  nor  stop  to  inquire  whether  the  want  of  free- 
dom in  the  pieople,  in  the  exercise  of  their  highest 
rights,  has  occasioned  these  defalcations!  There  is 
a  cause  for  them;  one,  most  powerful;  one,  which 
has  crept  into  the  Government  in  direct  violation 
of  the  true  spirit  of  the  Constitution;  one,  which 
has  been  advocated  by  the  Opposition;  which 
the  Administration  ha?  labored  to  extermi- 
nate; one,  more  powerful  than  any  and  all 
others  combined — tike  ^ue  of  the  jnMie  momoffor 
jnriottU  pwrpoBes.  This  is  the  root  of  the  evil,  lliis 
is  the  chief  source  of  most  of  the  losses  of  the 
Treasury,  and  of  a  thousand  other  evils  which 
fl>w  directly  from  it.  It  is  a  fountain  of  perpetual 
mischief. 

The  Constitntion  has  guarded  against  this  abase  in 
the  most  decisive  manner.  It  makes  the  public  mo- 
ney a  sacred  depoeite,  consecrated  exclusively  to 
the  great  constitutional  purposes  for  which  it  wa? 
raiseid.  For  this  reason,  the  Constitution  requires 
that  there  shall  be  a  pobuc  TRBASvar,  that  the 
^OBLic  MONET  sball  bc  KEPT  there;  that  an  lo- 
couNT  shall  be  taken  and  published  from  time  to 
tim^  that  no  money  shall  be  drawn  from  the 
TaEASonr  without  an  appeopeiition  bt  liw.  It 
is  in  violation  of  every  one  of  these  wise  and  salu- 
tary provisions,  that  th^e  public  money,  or  any  por- 
tion of  it,  should  ever,  for  a  single  moment,  be 
convened  to  private  use,  though  the  person  intrust- 
ed with  it  miglit  be  able,  from  his  own  private 
means,  to  refund  the  very  last  farthing. 

And  yet,  sir,  what  has  been  the  legislation  of 
Congress  and  the  want  of  legislation  npon  this  sub- 
jecti  Yon  have  sanctioned,  you  have  legalized,  the 
pernicious  and  dani^erona  practice  to  an  unlimited 
extent.  Yon  have  thrown  open  the  doors  of  the 
Treasury,  you  have  thrown  down  the  barriers  of 
the  Constitution,  yon  have  dissipated  the  public 
money  through  all  the  channels  of  trade  and  bnsi- 
ness  and  every  species  of  speculation,  and  when 
the  Treasury  is  annihilated  by  law,  and  the  public 
treasure  does  not  exist,  by  your  own  enactment, 
except  on  paper  as  a  mere  matter  of  acoonnt,-  you 
ask,  amaaed  and  astonished  at  what  you  have 
done,  where  is  the  people\i  moneyl  Where  is  the 
public  treasure  wrung  from  the  hand  of  labor  for 
the  great  purposes  of  this  Qovtmmenti  In  the  first 
place,  sir,  you  put  the  whole  public  money  into 
the  hands  of  the  stockholders  of  a  Bank,  upon 
the  distinct,  well  understood  arrangement,  that 
they  were  to  use  it,  at  their  own  mere  will 
and  pleasure,  for  their  own  mere  private  profit. 
In  the  next  place«  when  the  first  National  Bank 
charter  expired,  you  again  quartered  a  company 
of  bankers  within  the  precincts  of  the  Treasury,  and 
authorized  them  to  trade  and  speculate  npon  its 
contents,  for  their  own  jprivate  profit.  Wlien  at 
last  these  were  expelled,  it  was  only  to  replace 
them  by  a  more  nomerons  squadron  of  State 
banks,  with  the  same  power  over  the  public  money. 
Finally,  you  have  put  large  sums  of  money  into 
the  hands  of  individual  agents,  and  required  of 
them  the  performance  of  responsible  duties,  with- 
out compensation,  except  what  they  might  derive 
from  its  profitable  use.  Yen  have  thus  again  and 
again,  by  a  long  course  of  legislation,  peneveied 
in  against  all  oppoeitioii,  HEUcBoned  the  jMmieieiit 


mdd&ngormmfHmtifUf  or  rather  violation  ofiH 
principle,  that  the  contents  of  the  Treasi^  night 
be  used,  dissipated,  for  mere  private  purposes,  atd 
that  you  wonkl  look  only  to  the  responaibiliiy  oC 
thoae  intrusted  with  it,  lor  its  idiimate  itsuxiiioik 
Th$  ^m  ^f  At  jtMU  ffteney  for  prtMte  pw. 
pesea,  this  is  the  distinguishing  nhmndmHk  oi 
the  old  system;  of  the  National  Bank  system,  and 
of  tha  State  bank  deposite  system;  f(ir  ihougb  ^• 
ferent  in  some  respects,  in  thii  grand  and  fatal 
characteristie  they  are  one  and  the  sane.  Tliii 
abuse,  this  use  of  the  public  money  for.  private  for- 
pones,  thus  enhouraged  and  sanctioned,  mvoWes 
the  public  Treasure  at  all  times  in  the'  most  im- 
minent danger,  giving  rise  to  nearly  all  the  loMti 
that  occur.  In  the  great  majority  of  ca&es,  ii  is 
the  direct  and  immediate  cause  of  the  loss.  It '» 
corrupt  and  corrupting,  tmcoostitutional,  and  de> 
moralizing:  we  have  endeavored  to  eradicate  it 

There  are  other  defects  in  our  legufUjtion,  all 
growing  out  of  this  one  evil  priadpls,  which  hai 
crept  in,  and  all  cludlering  about  it  as  its  direct 
and  obvious  consequences.  In  all  our  laws  apon 
this  subject,  we  ate  struck  with  the  total  abaence 
of  any  provision  for  inspection  or  eiamtaatim, 
witn  a  view  to  see  that  the  public  money  is  kept 
on  hand  by  the  officers  of  the  Qoveroment  intmair 
ed  with  its  keeping.  We  ace  equally  straek  wiik 
the  toul  praeUcal  exemption  of  all  oflkeislrooi 
all  blame,  or  even  inquiiy,  who  pro  uiptly  settle 
their  accounts.  There  is  atill  another  defect  equal- 
ly striking,  and  still  mote  extraordinary  and  alarm- 
ing. While  the  private  property  of  every  ittdin- 
dual  in  the  land  is  protected  againa  iavasion  by 
the  severest  retributions  of  the  criminal  code,  and 
the  consequent  in£amy  of  deliberate  and  felonious 
Tiolation,  the  great  mass  of  the  public  mooey  i$ 
left  open  to  the  frauds,  the  larcenies,  and  embezzle- 
ment of  every  hand  through  which  it  must  pasi, 
without  a  scrap  of  penal  or  even  prohibitoiy  law 
npon  the  subject! 

[Mr.  Bond  asked  if  there  was  no  law  for  eiamia- 
ing  the  booln  of  public  officers.] 

Mr.  ToucET.  I  say  there  is  no  law  leqairiag 
examinations,  with  a  view  to  see  that  the  pnblip 
money  is  kept  on  hand  by  the  officers  entnuied 
with  it. 

[Mr.  Bond  interposed  again,  and  said  that  the 
act  of  1789  expressly  provided  for  an  examiattia 
of  the  books  of  collectora,  and  that  it  was  the  duty 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  have  it  done; 
and  if  done,  these  defalcations  would  never  take 
place.] 

Mr.  T.  That  does  not  contravuie  my  poatioa 
I  do  not  deny,  I  have  not  denied,  that  dteie  !• 
authority  to  examine  books.  Yon  may  examiai 
till  doomsday;  it  will  do  little  good,  without  tlie 
other  provision.  What  1  say  is,  there  is  no  pro- 
vision made,  requiting  inspections  or  examination^ 
with  a  view  to  see  that  the  monqf  i$  kept  on  ki^ 
That  is  the  defect.  It  countenances  the  infereiice 
that  the  money  need  net  be  kept  on  hand,  provid^ 
the  officer,  when  ceUUd  upon,  promptly  settles  bis 
account.  This  is  the  det'eet,  a  negative  chane- 
teristic  of  your  seductive  sysftena,  growing  ootef 
the  leading  and  controlling  principle  which  I  have 
denounced.  'But,  worse  than  that,  there  is  no  lav 
whatever  prohibiting  the  use  of  the  public  aoaef 
for  private  purposes;  none  against  ihmds;  vm 
agmnst  embeszlements;  none  inflicting  penaBie^ 
<ione  threatening  the  penitentiary  for  these  roU» 
ries  of  the  public  Treasury! 

Sir,  I  will  go  farther.  It  if  the  deetriar  of  Ite 
Opposition,  it  is  iheirf&^orite  p^Uey,  thatlhe  p^fi* 
money  ehoM  be  used  for  private  purposes.  They 
say  it  ought  to  be  uied;  that  the  public  good  re* 
quires  it;  that  it  ought  not  to  be  locked  up  from 
use,  even  while  in  the  Treasury.  Hiis  is  the 
strong  aignment  for  a  National  Bank,  and  fer 
giving  the  State  banks  the  custody  of  the  pabl^ 
money.  They  say  that  the  pobiic  money,  afitt  t 
has  been  rollected  and  paid  into  the  TreaBury«  aii 
before  it  is  disbursed  in  p  rsoanee  of  appropria- 
tions made  by  law,  ooiht  not  to  be  boarded  tMf 
in  the  Treasury,  but  in  some  way  used  forthife^ 
nefit  of  trade,  for  the  good  of  tfaie  ooflMBOklitf,  fsr 
individual  aceommodatu>n.  We  deny  it.  HI 
great  paities  of  the  eountfy  are  in  hotlili^  np* 
this^oini.    WeboM thepmoODeitiKltfaepoikf* 
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,  be  ndicaUy  wrong,  nscnttally  eonopt.  We  hold 
tbe  P0BUC  MOMST  to  be  covaiscBATCD  sr  ths  Con- 
mronoM,  aod  by  every  tovrnd  printifk  ^  jMm 

pUu9f  to  FOBLICy  GOKBTITUTIONAL  D8C8  ONLY.      The 

lewene  is  maintained  by  the  Oppoeiiion.  The  con- 
tnry  praciice  and  policy,  which  we  condemn, 
an  adyoeaied  and  vindicated  by  ihem;  and 
bccaoee  we  differ  with  them,  they  denoance  u^  as 
the  enemies  of  commerce  and  trade,  and  the  rab* 
Terlcrs  of  the  credit  system. 

Now,  sir,  I  ask,  is  it  not  an  obvions  and  neces- 
mry  conseqaence,  of  this  principle  which  has  been 
anctioned  of  txsiiig  the  public  money  for  private 

rirposes,  of  these  defects  in  our  legislation  which 
have  pointed  oat  as  having  their  soorce  in  this 
priDciple,  and  of  this  favorite  policy  of  the  Oppo- 
sition so  strongly  advocated  and  so  ztaloasiy 
maintained,  that  the  pabtic  officer  sbonld  persuade 
himself,  deceive  himself  if  yoa  please,  into  the 
belief,  that  this  use  of  the  public  money  for  private 
pnrposes,  upon  the  whole,  is  a  very  good  thingi — 
that,  after  all,  it  is  right  enough,  at  least,  if  he  only 

Sromptly  settles  his  account  when  called  upon  (o 
0  so? — and  that  the  same  thing  eamot  very  well 
be  commendable  in  one  set  of  pul)tic  agents,  and 
deserve  the  penitentiary  in  another?  It  is  not  in 
the  natnre  of  man  to  make  fine  spun  disiinctions 
against  himself,  against  his  own  inteVests — to  con- 
demn and  disgrace  himself  in  his  own  judgment  for 
what  others  are  deemed  benefactors.  I  appeal  to 
the  experience,  to  the  observation,  of  all  who  hear 
mt,  whether  men,  who  wonld  shudder  at  crime  and 
diiribonor,  do  not  persuade  themselves  that  they 
may  use  the  public  money;  and  wh^n  they  have 
done  so,  and  some  unexpected  reverse,  the  unfor- 
tunate issue  cf  some  flattering  speculation,  involves 
them  in  difficulty  and  in  ruin,  and  force«  them  into 
the  altitude  of  defaulters  towards  this  Government, 
are  they  not  ready  for  any  sacrifice  to  redeem  them- 
selves and  maintain  a  character  for  integrity  in 
the  community  where  they  live?  Sir,  it  is  the  vice 
of  your  system;  they  are  the  victims  of  your  lepis- 
latioii.  In  almost  all  cases,  they  owe  their  fall  to 
the  false  princinle  which  you  have  introduced  and 
sanctioned.  We  have  endeavored  to  cut  it  up  by  the 
roots — to  eipel  it  altogether.  We  have  waged  war 
against  it.  We  will  never  make  an  end  of  the 
war  till  there  is  an  end  of  the  principle.  We 
would  interdict  the  application  of  the  public  money 
to  private  uses.  We  would  bring  the  oath  of  the 
public  officer  to  the  aid  of  law.  We  would  de- 
nounce it  as  an  infamous  offence,  and  bring  the 
terroTS  of  the  penitentiary  tc  bear  upon  it.  We 
would  bring  the  honesty  and  the  honor  of  every 
pablic  officer,  at  the  very  outset,  in  the  most  une- 
quivocal manner,  to  confront  aod  arrest  him,  be- 
fore the  first  false  step.  We  wool  J  institute  the 
most  rigorous  and  frequent  examinations,  that 
tliere  may.  be.  no  hope  to  escape  detection,  no 
false  flattering  anticipation  of  impunity.  We 
would  superadd  all  the  security  to  be  de- 
rived from  the  most  ample  ofikial  bonds. 

This  is  what  we  would  do.  This  is  what  we  have 
altempted  to  do.  But  what  has  been  the  course  of 
the  Opposition?  They  have  resisted  us  every  step, 
hen^  and  elsewhere.  They  have  met  us  at 
eveiy  point.  They  have  struggled  to  maintain 
and  perpetuate  the  old,  corrupt,  defective, 
hmken  down,  unconstitutional  systems.  They 
have  slang  to  the  Bank  and  State  connection.  They 
hanre  resisted  all  reform.  They  have  labored  to 
deleat  the  new  guards  and  securities,  which  we  at* 
Isflspled  to  throw  round  the  public  moneys  in  times 
of  ifieat  diffioalty  and  smbarraasmeat,  when  the 
vhole  poblic  treasure,  by  the  operation  of  laws 
which  ibey  assisted  to  enact,  was  thrown,  suddenly, 
hy  ML  convulsion,  into  the  hands  of  poblic  officers. 
Thej  have  refused  any  law.  They  have  refused 
to  propose  any  measure  of  their  own,  or  to  modify 
mmy  measure  proposed  by  us;  and  twice,  when  we 
hawo  ofiered  them  a  law,  recommeafled  by  the  £x- 
eocUive*  and  pasted  by  the  Senate,  designed  to  re* 
ibr  A  existing  evils,  and  to  surround  the  public  mo* 
nejrs  with  new  gusrds  and  securities,  demanded  by 
the  ezageadcs  of  tike  times,  they  have  promptly 
kud  it  upon  the  table;  and  these  defects  in  our  le- 
wialiaiion,  which  are  the  causes  of  almost  all  the 
MtekatioBs  that  have  oecorred,  %re  still  permitted 


to  exist,  and  to  swallow  up  yearly  thousands  and 
tens  of  thousands  of  the  public  money. 

I  hope,  sir,  the  House  will  come  to  the  vole.  I 
am  anxious,  whatever  the  result  may  be,  that  the 
vote  be  taken.  I  wish  to  probe  these  defaults  to 
the  bottom.  I  know  of  no  one  who  opposes  in- 
vestigation. But  1  am  not  Willing  that,  contrary 
to  the  usage  of  this  and  of  all  other  legislative  bo- 
dies organized  as  this,  the  power  of  appointment 
should  be  taken  from  the  pr>»per  organ  of  the 
House,  and  committed  to  the  friends  of  the  indivi- 
dual whose  misconduct  is  to  be  examined.  If  it 
be  done,  let  it  be  done  openly,  not  by  ieeret  ballot 
1  wish  to  know,  and  the  country  will  wish  to  know, 
who  is  responsible  for  what  is  done.  But  whatever 
course  shall  be  taken,  our  purposes  will  be  defeat- 
ed, unless  we  take  it  quickly.  Let  the  investigation 
go  on;  let  the  facts  be  examined  thoroughly;  let 
them  be  presented  fully;  if  for  no  other  purpose,  at 
Uast  to  enlighten  us  in  the  discharge  of  our  legisla- 
tive duly,  and  let  no  obstacle  be  thrown  in  the  way. 


PUBLIC  LANDS. 

REMARKS  OF  MR.  CALHOUN, 
Of  South  CaaoLiNA, 
M  SeutUe,  Jewiisry  15, 1839— On  the  engrossment 
of  the  bill  for  gradaating  the  price  of  public 


Mr.  CALHOUN  said:  I  have  no-  desire,  Mr. 
President,  to  retard,  in  the  snallest  degree,  the  final 
action  of  the  Senate  on  this  bill;  and  in  order  to 
avoid  onaeeessaty  coasompticn  of  time,  I  intend 
to  state,  as  concisely  as  possible,  my  views  of  the 
proper  policy  to  be  pnisaed  in  reference  to  the 
public  lands  lying  within  the  limits  of  the  new 
States;  and  my  reasons  for  voting  against  the  en* 
groflsment  of  this  bill. 

I  shall  begin  with  premising  that  I  am.  under 
strong  eoaviclion,  both  from  obaervation  and  re« 
flection,  that  we  have  arrived  at  the  period  when 
an  entire  revolution  of  our  land  system,  as  far  as  it 
is  applicable  to  those  States,  is  nnavmdable.  They 
have,  in  fact,  outgrown  the  system.  Since  its  first 
adoption,  they  have  come  into  existence,  have 
passed  through  a  state  of  infancy,  and  have  now 
arrived  at  manhood.  The  system  which  was  wise 
and  just  at  fir»t,  is  neither  wise  nor  just  applied  to 
them  in  their  changed  condition. 

We  have  heard  much,  Bir.  President,  in  the  pre- 
sent diwnssion,  about  the  growth  of  the  new 
States;  but,  if  I  may  jvdge  from  the  various  mea- 
sures proposed  on  the  present  oeeasion,  we  have 
neither  realised  its  rapidity,  nor  the  unavoidable 
changes  in  our  land  system  which  must  follow  in 
its  train.  Their  wonderful  growth  is,  indeed,  one 
of  those  realities  slaiost  beyond  the  grasp  of  ima* 
gination.  When  I  go  back  twentjr-seven  years,  to 
the  period  when  I  first  became  a  member  of  the 
other  House,  and  compare  what  the  new  Stales 
then  were,  to  what  they  now  are,  I  am  lost  in  won- 
der and  amazement.  Their  growth  is  without  ex- 
ample. There  is  nothing  like  it  in  history.  At 
that  time  there  wss  but  a  single  new  State,  (Ohio^) 
I  exclude  Kentucky,  Tennemee,  and  Maine,  all  of 
which  have  been  admitled  since  the  adoption  of  the 
Constitution,  and  limift  my  remarks  to  those  which 
have  since  sprung  up  on  the  public  domain. 

Ohio  had  then  but  one  Representative  in  the 
other  House,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  an  honest  and 
sensible  man,  who  was  at  that  time  at  the  head  of 
the  Committee  on  Public  Lands,  and  had  the  con* 
fidence  of  the  House  so  oomplelely  that  his  voice 
was  the  law  on  all  subjects  connected  with  them. 
So  little  interest  did  they,  at  that  time,  excite. 
There  were  then  thirty-two  Senatora  in  ail,  of 
which  Ohio  had,  of  course,  two;  that  is,  the  one- 
sixteenth  of  the  whole.  In  the  electoral  college 
she  had  three  votes,  which  made  her  wright  about 
the  one-fidieth  in  that  body*-a  weight  scarcely 
felt  or  estimated  in  the  political  movements  of  the 
day. 

Such,  at  that  time,  was  the  infant  and  feeble 
condition  of  the  new  States.  Since  then,  in  a  pe- 
riod but  little  exceeding  that  allotted  to  a  single 
generation,  to  pass  over  the  stage  of  life,  how  won- 
derful the  changel  Instead  of  one,  as  then,  there 
are  nqw  nine  new  Siat«H  aad  in  the  place  of  two 


Senatijrs  in  thirty-two,  we  now  have  eighteen  in 
fifty-two;  making,  instead  of*  one-sixteenth,  more 
than  a  third  of  the  whole;  and  already  three  Terri- 
tories, Florida,  Wisconsin,  and  Iowa,  are  strug 
gUng  for  admission.  When  admitted,  which  must 
be  shonly,  there  will  then  be  twelve  new  Sutes, 
witli  twenty-four  Senators  in  fifty-six,  which  will 
increase  their  relative  weight  in  this  body  to  threes 
sevenths  of  the  whole. 

But  as  wonderful  as  has  been  the  increase  in 
this  body,  it  will  be  still  mure  so,  after  the  next 
census,  in  the  other.  It  will  be  taken  next  year, 
and  a  new  apportionment  of  the  members  will  be 
made  under  the  Constitution;  when,  instead  of  a 
single  member,  being  less  than  one  in  a  hundred 
as  was  the  case  twenty-sevea  years  ago,  the  repre- 
sentation of  the  new  States  will  then  sumd  to  the 
old,  at  least,  as  forty  to  sixty,  or  two-fifths  of  the 
whole,  as  calculated  by  a  friend  familiar  with  the 
subject,  and  in(whose  accuracy  I  have  entire  confi* 
dence.  The  new  States  having,  as  they  will  then, 
three-sevenths  in  this,  and  two-fiAhs  in  the  other 
Hotise,  will,  of  course,  have  a  relative  weight  in 
the  electoral  colliege,  or  the  same  thing  in  a  choice 
of  a  President,  compounded  of  the  two,  that  is, 
five-twelfths  of  the  whole.    So  much  for  the  past. 

Now  if  we  turn  to  the  future,  we  shall  find  the 
cause  of  this  amazing  growth  so  far  from  being  ex- 
hausted or  weakened,  is  acting  with  increased 
force,  and  uiging  forward  the  growth  of  those 
Slates  with  accelerated,  instead  of  a  decreasing,  ve- 
locity; so  much  so,  that  the  past  changes  in  the  last 
twenty-seven  years  will  appear  as  nothing,  com- 
pared with  what  will  take  place  in  the  next  twenty- 
seven,  unless  some  unforeseen  occurrence  should 
intervene  to  retard  their  progress.  If  my  memory 
serves  me,  our  population,  twenty-seven  years  ago, 
was  about  seven  millions;  and  our  annual  increase 
then,  that  is,  the  excess  of  births  over  deaths,  in- 
c'uding  emigration,  about  two  hundred  thou- 
sand, estimating  our  growth  at  thr€$  per  eeal. 
compound.  Since  then,  our  population  has  in- 
creased not  less  than  nine  millions,  making  the  pre- 
sent probably  about  sixteen;  which,  on  the  same 
data,  will  make'  our  annual  increase  at  this  time 
but  liule  short  of  half  a  million;  the  greater  part  of 
which  will  find  their  homes  in  the  new  States. 

I  will  not  enter  into  a  minute  calculation  as  to 
the  effects  of  this  great  increase  on  the  relative 
weight  of  the  new  and  old  States  at  the  next  suc- 
ceeding census,  in  1850.  It  is  safllcient  to  say,  that 
it  will  give  a  decided  majority  to  the  former,  both 
in  the  House  of  Representatives  snd  in  the  electoral 
college,  and,  of  course,  in  the  Government;  and 
thtis,  in  the  short  space  of  one  generation  and  a 
half,  the  centre  of  political  power,  as  between  the 
old  and  new  States,  will  have  passed  from  the  for- 
mer to  the  laiier. 

Now,  with  these  unquestionable  results  before 
us,  I  ask,  not  whether  it  would  be  wise  to  continue 
the  old  system;  no,  sir!  a  far  bolder  que.«ition,  wtii  t< 
h€  fr«Kiic«AU7  And  if  not  practicable,  wouU  U  be 
wife  to  t^ruggU  to  contimu  U,  till  overihrown  hy  the 
foru  pf  unovcidabU  and  irreiiaiible  eausee?  I  ask, 
what  would  be  the  effects  of  such  a  ttrugglel 
Would  it  not  be  to  excite,  in  the  first  instance,  ani- 
mosity and  discord  between  the  old  and  new  States, 
and,  in  the  end,  to  overthipw  the  entire  land  sys- 
tem, with  the  certain  loss,  ultimately,  of  the  public 
domain?  I  ^hall  not,  on  this  occasion,  attempt  a 
formal  discussion  of  these  points.  I  propose  in  or- 
der to  illustrate,  simply  to  show  how  vain  and  dan- 
gerous would  be  the  attempt  to  hold  on  to  the  pre- 
Fcnt  system,  under  these  great  and  growing  changes, 
by  tracing  its  operation  under  a  single  aspect,  its 
bearing  on  the  Presidential  question. 

To  have  a  clear  conception  of  this,  we  mtist 
bear  in  miod,  that  after  the  next  census  the  new 
Slates  will  have  five-tweinhs  of  the  electoral 
college;  and,  of  course,  compared  to  either  of 
the  other  sections,  a  controlling  voice  in  the  election 
ot  a  President.  Be  who  keeps  this  in  mind,  snd 
unflerstsnds  the  workings  of  the  human  heart  aad 
of  our  system,  must  see,  that  in  the  Presidential 
eentetl,  (for  such  it  must  ever  be,)  the  great  point, 
hereafter,  will  be  to  secure  their  favor;  and  that 
this  can  best  be  done  by  favoring  their  peculiar 
views  and  poli^  in  reference  to  the  public  hinds. 
Now  one  of  two  things  mast  follow:  ei^Mr  all  t|ie 
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eendidites  will  enter  into  this  competition,  in  which 
case  the  stroggte  will  be  who  shall  go  farthest,  and 
Its  coniteqaence  to  give  the  vote  to  him  who  may 
bid  highest.  It  is  easy  to  see  how  this  won  Id  end. 
The  public  domain,  the  noble  inheritance  of  the 
people  of  this  Union,  wonld  be  sqnandered,  or 
rather  gambled  away,  in  the  conte^r;  and  wonld 
thns  be  made,  at  the^same  time,  the  means  of  plun- 
der and  oonuption,  and  of  elevating  to  power  the 
most  profligate  and  andacions. 

But  if,  instead  of  all  the  candidates  seeking  the 
favor  of  the  new  States,  a  part  shonid  court  their 
interests,  and  the  others  that  of  the  old  States,  the 
train  of  events  would,  indeed,  be  varied,  but  the 
ultimate  result  would  be  the  same.  On  thi«  suppo- 
sition each  of  the  candidates  wonld  resort  to  means 
best  calculated  to  secure  the  section  on  who.'^  sap- 
port  he  might  rely.  Thore  looking  to  the  new 
JBiates  wonld  push  to  theeitreme  the  favorite  policy 
bf  those  States  in  reference  to  the  public  lands; 
while  the  others  would  take  the  opposite  extreme 
in  favor  of  the  old  States.  Now,  when  we  reflect 
that  the  new  and  the  old  States  must  necessarily, 
from  their  d<fferent  position  and  relation  to  the  pub- 
Ik:  lands,  entertain  very  different  views  of  the  po- 
licy that  ought  to  be  pursued  in  relation  to  them,  in 
almost  every  point — ao  mndi  so,  that  the  one  shall 
consider  that  but  as  the  demands  vf  jnstice  which 
the  other  shall  regard  as  nothing  short  of  open  plun- 
der, as  we  have  witnessed  in  this  discussion — we 
may  form  some  conception  of  the  violence  of  the 
conflict  whk;h  must  ensue  in  the  case  supposed. 
We  have  had,  even  in  this  early  stage,  and  on  this 
very  question,  some  indications  of  what  we  may 
exfMect.  The  most  violent  animosity  and  hatred 
voutd  follow,  knd  every  man,  be  his  motives  ever 
so  pare  and  patriotic,  would  be  regarded  the  friend 
or  the  enemy  of  the  new  or  the  eld  States,  as  his 
opinions  favored  the  policy  of  the  one  or  the  other. 
The  final  termination  of  the  conflict  would  not  be 
donbtfuK  Whatever  turns  of  fortune  might  occur,  in 
its  progress,  the  new  States  must,  in  the  end,  pre-. 
vai!.  Their  relative  increase  is  far  more  rapid  than 
the  old;  so  much  so,  that  aOer  1850 — that  is,  aftei 
the  third  Presidential  election  from  the  next — they 
wonld  be  left,  as  I  have  shown,  in  undisputed  pos- 
session of  the  field.  In  the  meantime,  while  the 
struggle  is  going  on,  the  animosity  would  daily  in- 
crease on  both  sides.  The  longer  it  continued  the 
more  bitter  it  would  become,  and  the  more  certainly 
and  completely  would  the  present  system  be  over- 
thrown, if,  indeed,  the  Union  itself  riion Id  be  strong 
enough  to  withstand  the  shock.  Such  must  inevi- 
tably l>e  the  fate  of  the  present  system,  should  we 
have  the  folly,  I  might  say  the  madness,  to  attempt 
to  continue  it  as  it  is,  so  far  as  the  new  States  are 
concerned,  regardless  of  the  great  changes  which 
have  already  taken  place,  and  the  still  more  mighty 
in  progress. 

Having  now  pointed  out  t|ie  danger,  I  turn  next 
to  the  deeply  important  question  of  remedy,  which 
demands  the  most  prompt  and  solemn  considera- 
tion, both  of  the  Government  and  the  community. 
The  question  is,  what  means  shall  we  adopt  to 
avert  the  mischief  which  I  have  shown  to  be  so 
rapidfy  approaching,  and  which  must  inevitably 
soon  arrive,  if  not  prevented  by  some  speedy  and 
efficient  measure?  Already  one  has  been  pro- 
posed, originally  brought  forward  to  relieve  a  dis- 
tended Treasury  of  its  burden,  but  which  its  au- 
thor (the  Senatoi  IVom  Kentucky,  Mr.  Clat)  has  re- 
newed on  the  present  occasion^  doubtless  with  the 
view,  in  part,  at  least,  to  meet  the  growing  disorders 
of  the  system.  His  proposition  is  to  divide  the  pro- 
ceeds ot  the  public  lands  among  the  Slates,  with 
the  double  view,  I  suppose,  to  a  more  equal  parti- 
cipation in  the  advantages  of  the  public  domain  by 
the  members  of  the  Union,  and  to  preserve  the  pre- 
sent system  by  a  more  vigilant  guardianship  of  the 
States.  I  do  not  nov  intend  to  discuss  the  merits 
of  this  measure.  My  object  is  simply  to  sti\t,  fit 
general  terms,  my  opinion  in  relation  to  it,  without 
entering  into  the  reasons  on  which  it  is  grounded. 
There  appears,  then,  to  me,  to  be  great  and  de- 
.  cistve  objections  to  the  measure.  The  right  to 
adopt  it  may,  in  the  fir!^  place,  be  ftiirly  qnes- 
itoned.  We  hold  the  puMicioinatA  As  a  oommoA 
property  or  fund,  belonging  to  te  8MI«a  of  ibe  Union 
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character.  They  were  acquired  either  by  pufchajM!, 
out  of  common  rands  beloriiging  to  (he  Union,  or  by 
cession  from  the  States  to  the  Union,  to  be  held  as 
a  food  in  common;  and  I  am  at  a  loss  to  conceive 
what  right  we  have  to  make  that  which  betoogs  to 
the  whole  Union  as  a  common  fond,  the  separate 
fund  of  each  State.  It  seems  to  me  that  it  cannot 
he  done  without  a  manifest  breach  of  trust  and  a 
Violation  of  the  Constitution.  Tliis  is  no  new 
opThion,  formed  for  the  occasion.  It  was,  on  the 
contrary,  formed  when  its  author  first  Introduced 
the  measure,  and  when  he  and  myself  thonght 
alike  as  to  the  necessity  of  relieving  the  Treasury 
of  its  surplus,  in  order  to  avoid  the  diffieulues  and 
the  dangen  which  have  since  followed.  Believing, 
then,  that  it  would  be  eflectual  for  that  purpose, 
and  more  easily  adopted  than  any  other,  I  exa- 
mined it  with  an  inc1inatk>a  to  embrace  it  as  a 
temporary  measure  of  relief  against  a  pressing  evil; 
but  it  was  impossible  for  me  to  bring  my  mind  to 
assent  to  the  right  of  adopting  ir. 

But  suppose  ihi«  difficulty  aormounttd,  there  are 
others,  which  I  regard  as  iosormoontable.  Among 
them  the  fiscal  objection  is  very  formidable.  The 
revenue  from  the  lands  caanoi  be  spared  at  preaent, 
and  if  distributed,  as  proposed  by  the  memure, 
would  necesstftlly  throw  the  whole  expenses  •£  the 
Govemmeut  on  a  single  souree— l*c  AiftA  en  fm- 
psrte  and  whiah  muat  be  foHowed  by  their  increase. 
This  would  neither  be  fair,  nor  equal;  and  to  which 
I,  fepivsenting  in  part,  k  portion  of  ihc  Uaioa,  on 
which  the  increased  bunleft  wonld  mainly  fall,  can- 
nm  assent. 

But  as  formkiabls  as  is  this,  there  are  others  fkr 
more  so.  U  woukl  not  meet,  or  avert  the  ap- 
proaching daugnr.  It  woM  still  leave  the  public 
laiids  in  the  new  States,  under  the  operaiion  of  the 
present  system,  and  the  subject  of  vk>tent  con- 
flict between  them  and  the  old  Stales,  with  aH  the 
calamitous  consequences  to  which  I  have  adverted. 
loMead  of  pfeveatiiig  the  danger,  it  would,  in  fact, 
hasten  and  aggmvate  it.  it  may  be  laid  down  as 
a  maxim,  that  no  measoie  can  avert  it,  wfaieh  is 
not  adopted  with  the  approbation  and  consent  of 
the  new  States;  for  the  nmple  reasoti,  that  they 
must  soon  become  the  predominant  power;  when 
that  whksh  was  established  against  their  consent 
wonld  be  orrtsinly  overthrown.  Such  would  be 
the  case  with  the  measure  under  consideration.  If 
adopted,  it  must  not  only  be  without  the  consent  of 
^bose  States,  but  with  their  strenuous  opposition,  of 
which  ve  have  had  the  most  conclusive  evidence 
on  the  present  oisoasien.  When  moved  by  its  au- 
thor, as  annnendment  to  this  bill,  it  was  violently 
opposed  at  the  thrsshokl  from  that  quarter,  and  re- 
ceived but  a  single  vote  from  the  new  States.  It 
is  not  necessary  to  inqnre  whether  this  opposition 
on  their  part  is  reasonable,  or  not;  whether  it  is 
the  result  of  mere  pivjadice,  or  of  deliberate  con- 
viction that  it  is  hostile  to  their  interests.  The 
fact  it^lf,  that  there  is  nn  almost  universal  and 
determined  resistiinee  to  the  measure  on  their  part, 
right  or  wreng,  is,  of  itself,  sufficient  proof  that  it 
cannot  be  relied  on  to  avert  fhe  threatening  danger. 
On  the  contrary,  its  necessary  eflTeet  must  be  to  ac- 
celerate and  Bggnvnte  it.  Its  adoption  would,  at 
once,  bring  the  old  and  new  States  into  violent 
conflict,  in  which  the  /bruer  would  he  arrayed, 
almost  to  a  man,  in  determined  eflbrt  to  overthrow 
the  arrangement,  or  some  more  hostile  measure. 
Add  to  this  that  the  Pmidential  contest  would  not 
Ihil  to  ran  into  vthe  controversy,  and  thns  ledouhle 
the  excitement  and  animosity,  with  all  the  fatal 
eonseqnences  whfch  I  have  shown  most  follow 
from  bleikding  the  two. 

Assuming,  then,  that  the  scheme  is  both  objec- 
tionable and  inefficient,  the  question  again  occurs, 
what  ought  W  be  done?  My  mind  is  made  up, 
after  the  most  serious  and  deliberate  reflection,  diat 
there  it,  and  can  be,  but  one  remedy:  to  cede — no: 
that  is  not  the  proper,  the  constitutional  word-^to 
diapou  of  the  public  lands  to  the  States  within  the 
limits  of  which  they  respectively  lie,  on  snch  terms 
and  under  snch  conditions  as  shsil,  at  the  same 
time,  be  just  and  liberal  to  the  new  States  and  safs 
to  the  old.  We  must,  in  a  word,  jtart  wkk  the  oien- 
enMp  and  aitmwuifaRoti  if  the  fand$  l^ng^wUkintk$ 
8uUt^  leaving  those  in  the  Territories,  and  beyond, 
under  the  upetatkm  of  the  ^seot  systeiA.    Tkk 
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But  i^hait  shall^be  die'terms— wbhtpottitm  of  tlM 
proceeds  of  the  sales  of  those  lands  shall  be  left  to  the 
Slates,  to>emun^rmta  them  for  the^xpeose,  trouble 
and  -responsibility  6f  their  administration,  and  Vint 
portion  shall  be  paid  over  to  the  G^ventneBi  to- 
nunlly  as  a  compensation  for  the  landt  I  an  m 
prepared  to  answer  this  quesdflu.  Its  deeimon  miit 
depend  on  a  careful  and  minute  examinatioQ  of  m 
the  i(a.ct8  and  circnmsmnqes  of  t^  case.  Bat  I  as^ 
decidedly  of  the  opinion  that  tne  portion  to  be  ^t 
to  the  new  States  ought^nbt  only  to  be  ample  to 
cover  the  ireable,  expense,  and  responsibility  o( 
management,  but  very  consideiab^,  beyond,  soai 
to  nnite  their  interests  with  ours,  in  order  to  give 
stability  to  the  arrangement  and  iasnre  care  and 
fidelity  in  the  management  Resting  my  esiimate 
of  the  compensation  on  these  principles,  I  have 
supposed  that  ihc  new  States  might  pay  over  an- 
nually one-half  of  the  gross  proceeds  of  ales  to  tk 
Clovernment,  and  have  an  ample  sum  left  for  their 
compensation.  But  this  is  a  mere  estimate,  with- 
out sufficient  data,  and  is,  of  course,  liable  to  be 
increased  or  diminished  after  a  careful  calcnlatioa 
founded  on.  facts. 

With  diese  sugsesUons  as  to  the  terms,  I  next 
proceed  to  the  conditions  on  which  the  lands  oogfa^ 
to  be  disposed  of.  I  propose  to  suggest  only  the 
most  prominent,  without  pretending  to  a  foil  auh 
meratjoa. 

In  order  to  give  stability  to  the  arrangement,  it 
will  be  indispensable  that  the  whole  iraosaction 
should  assume  the  form  of  a  «ompiict;  and  for  ihiii 
purpose,  that  Congress  should  pass  an  actooataia- 
mg  the  terms  and  conditions  of  the  transfer;  and 
that  each  of  the  new  States  should  pass  one,  oa 
their  part,  to  be  irrevocable,  assenting  U)  the  saioe, 
before  it  is  made.  The  act  of  Congress  shosld^  of 
course,  detarmine  what  part  of  the  proceeds  is  la 
be  paid  annually  to  die  Cfovemment,  and  the  tisi^ 
ana  manner  of  payment;  aod  also  to  provide  for 
keeping  regular  books  of  aeecMints  to  be  opta  ta 
the  inspeictionL  of  the  Qovemment,  so  that  the  exaet 
Stale  of  the  account  between  it  and  the  States,  may, 
at  all  times,  be  ascenained  by  the  former. 

The  act  of  Congress  should  also  conUin  alllhe 
prospective  provisicms  which  may  become  neeessa- 
ry  in  the  future  administration  of  the  lands  nsder 
the  arrangement;  and  should  then  provide  that  the 
tand  laws,  as  modified  by  the  act,  and  as  far  as 
they  are  applicable  to  the  new  state  of  things,  shall 
remam  unchanged,  without  the  consent  of  Oobp 
gresS'  A  provision  of  this  kind  would  be  not  lea 
essential  to  the  States,  than  to  the  GovemmeoL 
Without  it  there  could  be  no  stability  nor  ooifor- 
mity.  Without  it  the  States  wonM,  in  a  shod 
time,  enter  into  a  competitien  to  turn  the  current  o( 
immigration,  each  towards  itself,  which  wooU 
coounence  by  a  reduction  of  price,  and  end  bja 
loss  of  the  lands.  But  .with  the  provision pr(^>06ed, 
the  system  would  retain  its  uniformity,  and  become 
mors  stable  than  at  present. 

To  enforce  die  faithful  ezeention  of  diecompael 
the  act  should  also  contain  a  provision  that,  is  ihe 
event  of  the  violation  of  the  conditions  of  ocsaoa, 
all  grants  thereaAer  made  by  the  State  should  be 
null  and  void  This  would  ^Inoe  the  compact  m- 
der  die  protection  of  the  oovrts  of  the  tJni<»,iDi 
make  it  the  fntei>est.  of  the  State  and  itadtisessls 
observe  it.  Ih  this  connection,  the  liberal  alk>«8B« 
proposed  (o  be  made  to  the  States,  in  order  to  nia 
their  interests  with  ours,  wonld  be  important.  Iht 
revenue  which  they  would  derive  from  the  hoi 
would  be  hpplied  to  roads,  canals,  or  other  iminrot^ 
menls.  that  would  create  a  po werfhl  interest  ia  ft- 
vor  01  fl»e  arrangement;  which,  with  the  condiliMt 
proposed,  and  their  sense  of  jvstiee,  would  easal^I 
trust,  on  their  part,  a  faithful  execution  of  die  tmbF^ 
pact. 

Such,  as  it  appears  to  nae,  shoidd  be  die  leaSlt 
conditions;  but,  doubtless,  there  are  manyofhai 
which  would  be  suggested  by  foil  and  caiefdei* 
amination  of  the  subject. 

This,  Mr  President,  in  (he  general  oqtlineof*> 
measure  which  I  propose  <aa  a  remedy  i  and  vMA 
briiigs  up  die  impoTtaM  ^esticn,  wonM  it  aee# 
1^  dm  obiieet  IhtdbM;  tlilll  j»/wo^ 
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groviog  conflict  between  the  new  and  the  old 
Stites?  Wonld  it  prevent  ihe  pnblic  domain  from 
being  converted  into  a  fand  to  make  Presidents, 
and  to  be  Kjaaadered  away  in  the  strug;g1e1  And, 
iEiiall/,  would  it  snbiSiaiiUaUy,  and  more  eflTectaaliy 
than  aoy  other  mrasnre,  becure  to  the  Union  the 
benefit  of  t)ie  public  lands  lying  within  the  new 
States.  It  is  the  conviction  that  it  is  better  calcu- 
lated to  secure  these  important  results,  than  any 
other  measore  that  can  he  devised,  which  has  in- 
duced me  to  present  it  for  consideration;  and  il  ia 
00  that  issue,  exclusively,  I  intend  to  rest  iis  fate. 
All  I  ask  is  a  calm  and  impartial  investigation, 
eonfidently  believing  it  will  bear  the  test,  and 
viltiDg  to  abide  the  result.  Without  attempting  to 
eater  on  such  an  investigation  now — for  which  I 
have  not  the  neceiisary  information,  and,  if  I  had, 
it  would  not  suit  the  occasion — I  propose  to  limit 
myself  to  a  few  very  brief  remarks  in  support  of 
my  conviction. 

That  a  measure,  such  as  I  have  suggested,  if  it 
Shoold  be  adopted  with  the  hearty  consent  df  the 
sew  Slates,  would  arrest  the  growing  conflict  be* 
tveen  (hem  and  the  old,  and  take  the  public  lands 
oat  of  tlie  vortex  of  the  Presidential  contest,  mnst 
be  obvious  on  a  little  reflection.  It  wonld  remove 
the  cause  of  conflict,  the  only  effectual  mode  of 
prcventiofT  the  threatened  danger.  Transfer  the 
hmds,  and  the  administration  of  them,  on  just  and 
liberal  terms,  to  Ihe  States,  and  close  oar  land 
oflices  within  their  limits,  and  you  will,  at  once, 
place  the  States  beyond  the  reach  of  the  action  of 
the  (Soversmeot,  and  influence  of  Elxecutive  con- 
trol, and  woald  thereby  leave  both  the  new  and 
old,  as  fax  as  the  land  question  is  concerned,  free 
ijrom  ail  improper  bias  in  the  election  of  the  Chief 
Magistral e.  The  only  point  of  conflict  iha(  could 
posibly  remain  between  them  in  reference  to  the 
lands,  woald  t>e  as  to  the  conditions  of  the  cession; 
hut  it  may  be  easily  shown,  that  if  the  terms 
should  t>e  liberal  and  satisfactory,  in  the  first  in- 
stance, to  the  new  Stales,  as  1  have  proposed,  that 
they  would  neither  have  the  disponiiion  nor  the  in- 
terest to  disturb  the  compact;  or  if  they  should, 
the  hazard  of  losing  the  lands  in  consequence 
would  be  far  less  than  it  would  be  should  the  pre- 
sent system  be  continued.  But  there  may  be  some 
who  may  admit  this  to  be  true,  and  yet  object  that 
the  advaniage:>  which  I  anticipate  from  the  mea- 
sure would  be  purchased,  on  the  part  of  the  old 
8utes^  at  loo  great  a  sacriflcc.  It  would  be  pre- 
matura 10  undertake  to  answer  this  objection  be- 
ibre  it  is  ascertained  what  portion  of  the  proceeds 
dioald  be  JeA  to  the  States,  and  what  paid  over  to 
the  Government;  and  this  cannot  be  done  till  after 
a  laborious  investigation,  as  has  been  stated.  All 
1  maintain  at  present  is,  that  the  portion  allotted  to 
the  States  should  be  not  only  just  and  liberal,  but 
faeh  as  would  interest  them  in  preserving  the  ar- 
langement.  Thus  far  it  would  be  obviously  the 
interest  of  bi^ih  parties,  as  has  been  shown.  In 
the  meantime,  I  have  suggested  an  equal  division 
of  the  proceeds^  under  the  belief  that  it  would  be 
satisfactory  to  the  new  States,  and  probably  not 
far  from  the  division  which  a  rigid  investigation 
voald  establish. 

But  of  one  thing  I  feel  assured,  that,  when  the 
jobject  is  fully  examined,  it  will  be  ascertained 
dial  an  apportionment  of  the  proceeds  may  be  fixed 
Ott  which  will  give  to  the  Government  a  sum  per 
Men  as  large,  or  not  much  less,  on  all  the  lands 
which  ID  ght  thereafter  be  disposed  of,  as  i^  has  re- 
ceived for  what  has  been  disposed  of  since  the  pre- 
test price  was  fixed;  and  which  wonld  leave,  at 
the  same  time,,  to  the  Stales  a  liberal  and  sati^fac- 
'lorj  allowance.  If  this  should  prove  to  be  the 
fsctf  the  interest  of  ail  parties,  even  in  a  pecuniary 
point  of  view,  would  be  reconciled.  But  that 
vodld  be  taking  too  narrow  a  view  of  ihi«  impor- 
(ail<  subject.  To  determine  coireoily  the  true  inte- 
xests  of  lite  parties  in  ihi^  arrangemenr,  we  must 
raise  oar  eyes  above  pecuniary  consideraiiuns,  to 
Ihe  far  more  interesting  view — the  political  bearing 
of  the  measure.  Thus  viewed,  the  gain  to  both, 
and  to  the  whole  Union,  would  be  incalculable. 
The  new  fitatei  would  gain  the  ownervhip  and  ad- 
ministration of  their  whoJe  domain — a  gain  not 
■kofe  essential  to  their  own  independence  thiJQ  to 
|he  coAveaience  of  th^ir  citizens,  who  would  there* 


^y  have  their  claims,  connected  with  the  public 
lands,  adjusted  by  their  own  Legislature,  instead  of 
being  d tagged  t'j  a  great  distance  from  home  to 
await  the  taidy  and  uncertain  action  of  Congress. 
But  their  greatest  gain  would  be,  that  thoy  would 
be  elevat^  to  an  equality  with  the  other  States  in 
all  respects,  and  exempted  from  the  controlling  in- 
fluence, of  the  Government  arising  froin  a  widely 
expanded,  system  of  land  offices. 

To  the  Union  the  gain  wonld  be  not  less  import- 
ant. Congress  would  be  relieved  from  an  immense 
and  iocreastng  mass  of  business,  which  now  con- 
aumes  at  least  one-third  of  its  time,  and  be  left  free 
to  turn  its  attention  to  other  subjects  of  deep  inte- 
rest, which  it  Is  now  compelled  to  neglect.  The  ses^ 
sions  would  be  greatly  shortened—a  matter  of  im- 
portance, not  only  in  a  pecuniary,  but  still  more  in  a 
political  point  of  view.  But  these,  though  important, 
are  tut  minor  advantages.  There  are  others  im- 
measurably greater.  It  wonld  close  our  land  offices 
in  the  new  Slates,  and,  with  them,  the  door  to  the 
vast  patronage  and  influence  which  they  place  in 
the  hands  of  the  Executive:  Who  can  estimate 
this  advantage)  Who  is  there,  that  has  a  particle 
of  patriotism  or  love  of  Republican  institutions^ 
who  would  not  rejoice  at  the  reduction  of  such  im- 
mense patronage,  madeaotonly  without  injury,  but 
with  advantage,  to  the  public?  When  we  add  to 
this  that  it  would  re  nove  all  causes  of  conflict  be- 
tween the  eld  and  new  States;  that  it  would  wiih- 
f^riw  from  the  Presidential  contest  the  public  lands, 
ih^i  prolific  source  of  corruption  in  the  hands  of 
the  profligate;  and,  finally,  that  it  wo'old  save  our 
vast  and  noble  domain  itself  from  being  squandered 
in  the  strusrgle,  it  is  hardly  m  the  power  of  calcula- 
tion to  estimate  the  advantages  that  would  result. 

Having  now  suggested  what  I  believe  to  be  the  pro- 
per policy  to  be  pu  rsued  in  relation  to  the  pnblic  lands 
within  the  new  States,  and  hastily  traced  the  ad- 
vantages of  the  measure  I  have  suggested  for  con- 
sideration, the  next  question  is,  have  we  the  right 
to  dispose  of  the  lands  in 'the  manner  proposed?  I 
would  not  have  supposed  thai  there  could  have 
been  a  doubt  on  this  point,  had  not  the  Senator 
from  Massachusetts  [Mr.  WEBSTJca]  raised  il  on 
thu<,  as  well  as  on  a  former  occasion.  The  Con- 
stitution gives  to  Congress,  expressly,  the  right  to 
dispose  of  the  public  lands;  and  why  may  they  not 
dispose  of  them  to  the  States  as  well  as  to  indivi- 
duals? I  can  see  no  reason,  and  never  have  heard 
one  assigned.  We  are  in  the  daily  habit  of  making 
grants  to  the  States  for  public  purposes;  and  if  we 
may  grant,  may  we  not  also  sell  or  dispose  of  them, 
as  I  have  proposed?  The  lands  belong  to  the 
States,  in  their  confederate  character,  as  has  been 
stated;  and  Congress  is  the  trustee  to  dispose  of 
them  for  the  common  beoeflt.  They  are  botind, 
in  the  fulfilment  of  the  trusty  to  dispose  of  them  te 
the  best  advantage;  and  if  the  disposition  pro- 
posed be  the  best  for  all  concerned,  Congress  has 
not  only  the  right  to  make  it,  but  would  be  bound 
by  the  trust  so  to  do. 

Entertaining  these  views,  it  may  be  asked  why  I 
have  not  brought  forward  the  measure  this  session? 
My  answer  is  there  is  not  time,  at  the  present  short 
session,  to  digest  and  carry  through  a  measure  of 
so  much  importance,  and  involving  so  many  and 
such  conflicting  interests.  But  I  pledge  myself,  if 
present  at  the  next  session,  to  introdnoe  it  at  aa 
early  day,  and  to  U5«  my  beet  efforts  to  press  it  to 
a  deeisioo.  If  I  can  prevent  it,  no  other  measare 
I  elating  to  the  public  lands  shall  take  precedence 
of  it. 

I  have  now  presented  my  views  as  to  the  policy 
which  ought  to  be  adopted  in  reference  to  the  pub- 
lic lands  within  the  new  Stales;  and  it  now  re- 
mains, in  conclusion,  to  assign  my  reason  for  vo- 
ting against  the  engrossment  of  this  bill. 

Believing  that  nothing  short  of  a  radical  change 
of  policy,  such  as  that  proposed,  can  arrest  the  evils 
apprehended  from  the  present  system,  1  am  of  the 
opinion,  that  till  some  permanent  remedy  can  be 
applied,  that  the  proper  course  is  to  vote  against 
all  partial  and  temporary  expedients  like  the  pre- 
sent; and  1  shall,  in  conformity  to  that  opinxon, 
give  my  vote  against  this  bill.  I  believe  it  to  be  the 
course,  not  only  the  best  calculated  to  insure,  in 
the  end,  the  application  of  a  pcrmaoetit  and  effici- 


ent remedy,  but  also  to  prevent,  in  the  intecmcdL- 
ale  period,  the  mischiefs  naturally  resulting  from 
t^e  present  system.  But  in  addition  to  tho^.*  ge- 
neral reasons,  there  are  others  against  thiji  particu- 
lar measare^  sufficieoi  to  induce  me  to  vote  agA'nst 
it.    Passing  others  by,  I  ^all  only  notice  one. 

This  bill  is  pressed  on  the  Senate,-  on  the 
ground,  among  other  reasons,  that  it  is  &  financial 
measure.  U  is  stated  that  the  Treasury  is  deficit, 
and  that  oiie  of  the  effects  of  the  reduction  of  t^  e 
price  of  the  public  Jands  would  be  a  present  in- 
crease of  the  revenue  from  that  source.  I  am  not 
prepared  to  say  whether  such  would  be  the  fact, 
not  having  examined  the  point  sufficiently  to  form 
an  opinion;  but  if  it  should  be  so,  it  would  w>  me 
ccnstiiuie  an  objection,  instead  of  a  recommenda- 
tion. It  is  admitted  that  the  increase  of  the  revenue 
would  be  temporary,  and  be  followed  in  a  short 
time  by  a  corresponding  reduction.  Now,  if  I  am 
not  mistaken,  the  income  of  this  and  the  ensuing. 
year  will,  without  further  addition  to  the  revenue, 
be  sufficient  to  meet  the  expenditures,  with  due 
economy,  and  timely  and  judicions  retrenchment. 
The  pinch  will' be  in  the  two  subsequent  year?? — 
Ml  and  MS^^when  six-tenths  of  the  entire  reduction 
under  the  compromise  act  will  take  place.  The 
difficulty  will  be  in  passing  through  those  two  years, 
and  this  bill,  considered  as  a  measure  of  revenue, 
instead  of  passing  now,  ought  to  be  postponed  until 
then.  Its  passage  at  this  time  would  but  increase 
the  difficulty  two  years  hence.  Whatever  it  might 
add  to  the  income  of  this  and  the  next  year,  would 
serve,  but  to  increase  their  expenditures  to  the  same 
extent.  Experience  has  taught  us  that  our  expen- 
ditures increase  with  our  income,  and  that  if  there 
be  money  in  the  Treasury,  it  will  be  spent,  regard- 
less of  consequences.  The  result  would  be  that, 
instead  of  aiding  the  Government  to  meet  the  fiscal 
crisis  of '41  and  *43,  by  increasing  its  income  then, 
it  would  compel  it  to  meet  it  under  the  great  ili^ad- 
vantage  of  increased  expenditures  with  dimini>h?d 
means.  Under  this  belief,  if  there  were  no  other 
objections,  I  would  feel  myself  compelled  to  vote 
against  the  bill. 


INGIUIRY  INTO  LATE  DEFALCATIONS. 

DEFERRED  DEBATE. 
HoDSB  OP  RsPRKSENTATivES,  Jsn.  ID,  1839. 

The  Spsakes  having  stated  that  the  busiiicss 
first  in  order  was  the  motion  of  Mr.  Tatl(  r,  (who 
on  the  pieceding  day  had  been  elected  (o  fill  one  of 
the  vacancies  ip  the  committee,)  that  he  be  al^o 
excused  from  serving  on  said  committee, 

Mr.  TAYLOR  rose  and  said  that  he  felt  il  in- 
cumbent upon  him  to  stale  the  reasons  why  he  had 
preferred  this  request,  and  he  thought  he  should  be 
able  to  assign  such  reasons  as  would  be  sati.sft.cto- 
ry  to  the  House. 

It  is  possible  (Mr.  T.  continued)  that  I  may  be 
subjected  to  the  chaiige  made  yesterday,  of  a  de- 
sign to  delay  and  procrastinate  the  organization  ol 
the  committee.  If  I  know  myself— if  I  know  my 
own  heart — such  a  design  is  furihebt  from  my 
thoughts.  Il  enters  not  into  the  reasons  which 
have  induced  me  to  ask  to  be  excused.  I  have 
felt  anxious  to  have  a  committee  appointed.  It  ii 
due  to  the  Administration,  it  is  due  to  the  country. 
I  desire  that  the  committee  may  be  organized  as  , 
early  as  practicable,  and  I  have  so  expressed 
myself  from  the  commencement  of  these  pmcerd- 
.ifigs.  I  hope,  therefore,  I  sl^all  not  be  charged  wit!) 
designedly  delaying  its  (Mgiuization.  A  maj 'iity 
of  the  committee  has  been  select  hI  from  the  oppo- 
nents of  the  Adminii>tration,  who  appear  to  >tuve 
a  majority  in  this  Hou6e  upon  this  qaesiion.  They 
have  stelected  the  commiilte  to  suit  iheir  uwn  pecu- 
liar views,  and  have  placed  upon  it  six  men  upoa 
their  side  of  high  legal  attainments.  And  as  thry 
seem  disposed  to  place  up«in  it  three  Administraiiou 
men,  I  ask  whether  it  is  not  due  to  themselves,  to 
tlie  Administration,  to  the  country,  and  to  the  causo 
of  jnsiifie,  that  these  should  be,  also,  gentlemen  of 
hieh  legal  attainments. 

The  duties  of  this  committee  will  be  not  only  one- 
rous, but  complicated;  and  if  I  riffhtly  apprehend 
the  nature  of  those  duties,  a  general  know  lei 'se  of 
laW|  and  experience  in  the  iavestigaiion  of  maiters 
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involving  legal  principles  and  proceedings,  will  be 
best  calci'aied  to  aid  in  thitf  investigation.  An  ac- 
quaiBiance,  also,  wiih  the  internal  regulations  of 
the  Trea5a[y  Department,  the  details  of  its  busi- 
ness, the  dniies  of  the  different  officers,  Ac.  as  well 
as  some  acquaintance  with  the  internal  regulations 
of  the  custom-house,  wuald  perhaps  be  of  essential 
aid  in  the  investigation  ef  this  case  with  facility. 
Naw,  I  presume  it  is  well  understood  that  my  pro- 
fession and  habits  have  been  in  a  different  channel. 
I  make  no  pretensions  to  any  particular  acquaint- 
ance with  I  he  general  principles  of  law,  and  parti- 
cularly ns  applicable  to  the  examination  and  cross- 
examination  ofwitnei«e5;  neither  has  my  position 
on  any  commiitee  of  this  Hoase  necesterily  led  me 
to  much  intercoorse  with  the  Departments,  and  the 
details  of  business  there.  My  position  on  the  Com- 
mittee on  Invalid  Pansiuns  may  have  been  from 
the  impression  that  my  professional  experience 
might  render  me  more  useful  there  than  on  some 
some  other  committee.  In  the  selection  of  commit- 
tees, reference  is  usually  had  to  the  peculiar  qaali- 
ficatioiis  for  the  uppropriaie  duties  of  the  different 
committees*,  and  it  would  hardly  be  expected  of  the 
Speaker  that  he  would  place  on  the  Judiciary 
Committee  farmers,  mechanics,  Ac  men  who  have 
not  ihuse  legal  acquirements  necessary  to  the  in- 
vestigation of  the  appropriate  business  of  that  com- 
mitteee,  however  welt  qualified  they  might  be  for 
the  general  discharge  of  their  duties  in  this  House. 
And  if  the  standing  committees  were  appointed  by 
the  House,  the  same  rule  would  doubtless  prevail. 
In  matters  of  this  kind,  I  have  no  pride  to  gratify, 
and  hesitate  not  to  say  that  I  have  not  those  legal 
qualifications  that  I  apprehend,  from  the  nature  of 
this  investigation,  will  be  best  calculated  to  aid  in 
the  discharge  of  the  duties  of  the  committee. 

I  will  now  for  a  moment  allude  to  the  position 
asfumeil  by  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  [Mr. 
Wise]  in  relation  to  this  matter.  That  gentleman 
is,  1  suppo<;e,  to  be  considered  as  the  head  of  the 
committee.  He  has  pledged  himself  to  the  House 
and  to  the  nation  to  convict  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  of  corruption. 

Mr.  Wise  asked  leave  to  explain.  I  pledged 
myself  (he  said)  that  if  you  would  give  me  a  com- 
mittee to  inquire  into  the  grounds  of  impeachment, 
ahd  m&ke  it  an  efficient  committee,  I  would  show 
that  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  had  so  grossly 
violated  his  duty  as  to  render  himself  liable  to  im- 
peachment. But  this  committee  proposes  to  in- 
quire simply  into  the  causes  of  the  defalcations,  the 
names  of  ihe  d<r ft u Iters,  the  extent  to  which  the 
put)lic  nicievs  have  been  taken.  This  is  another 
inquiry  entirely,  and  my  resolution  lies  there  on 
the  Speak er'6  table. 

Mr.  Tatlor  resumed.  Well,  sir,  I  stand  cor- 
rected. I  will  take  then  the  general  position  which 
the  gentleman  occupies  towa^s  the  Administration, 
and  particularly  towards  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury. The  relative  position  which  he  now  occu- 
pies towards  the  SecreUry  of  the  Treasury  is,  that 
if  he  had  a  committee  he  would  furnish  matter  for 
impeachment.  Having,  then,  upon  the  committee 
now  raised,  a  majority  of  those  who  it  may  be 
supposeil  will  meet  his  views,  and  co  operate 
with  him,  I  would  ask  the  gentleman,  and  the 
party  with  whom  he  acts,  if  it  is  not  due  to 
the  Secretary,  to  the  Administration,  and  to  a 
fair  and  impartial  investigation,  that  there  should 
be  three,  constituting  the  minority  of  the  com- 
mittee, whose  peculiar  professional  educa- 
tion and  experience  in  conducUng  matters  of 
this  sort  w.iuid  insure  justice  in  the  premisesi  I 
impute  no  improper  motive  to  the  gentleman;  I 
speak  of  the  natural  impulses  of  the  human  heart; 
and  I  say,  with  the  opinions  which  he  has  more 
than  once  ex  pressed — with  the  convKtioas  which  he 
admitted  yesterday — and  with  the  natural  prejudice 
of  pArty  feeling  added— he  is  liable,  in  spite  of  him- 
wif,  to  be  partial  in  conducting  this  investigation, 
k  IS  in  the  human  heart  to  be  so.  Bunding  there 
a.«:  he  dt).*8, 1  again  ask  whether  there  ought  not  to 
be  en  this  committee  three  friends  of  the  Adminia- 
tiai!>»n,  of  those  professional  qnaltfications  and  ex- 
perience best  calculated  to  insure  a  fair  and  impar- 
tial investigation? 

The  gentleman  from  Virginia  said  yesterday  that 
the  course  pursued  on  this  floor,  by  asking  to  be 


excused,  indicated  to  him  a  determinaiion  either  to 
avoid  or  delay  the  organization  of  the  committee, 
or  to  compel  them  to  accept  some  picked  men  of 
the  party,  who,  by  their  skill  and  qualifications, 
might  delay  or  embarrass  the  operations  of  the 
cmnmiltee.  After  all  this,  I  must  say,  if  I  have 
been  elected  by  the  votes  of  the  Opposition  mem- 
bers of  this  House,  for  reasons  indicated  in  those 
remarks,  self-respect  would  compel  me  to  decline 
the  honor  of  serving. 

In  conclusion,  I  will  say  that  I  am  at  present 
chairman  of  a  committee,  the  duties  of  which  are 
important;  and  I  have  also  other  important  duties 
to  perform,  connected  with  my  situation  as  a  mem- 
ber of  this  House;  and  but  for  these  reasons  which 
I  have  offered,  I  should  not  have  appealed  to  the 
House  to  extend  to  me  that  courtesy  which  has 
been  granted  to  others. 

Mr.  GRAY  said  he  had  not  heretofore  taken 
any  part  in  this  debate,  nor  was  it  his  desire  to  do 
so.    He  was,  however,  disposed  to  join  in  the  re- 
quest which  his  colleague  [Mr.  Tatlor]  had  made 
to  be  excused  from  serving  on    this  committee,  as  - 
it  seemed  to  him  that  his  reasons  were  conclusive. 
He  has  said  that  the  duties  which  the  committee 
will  have  to  perform  are  of  a  nature  peculiar  to 
the  le;al  profession.    He  has  said,  and  said  truly, 
that  the  gentlemen  elected  from  the  anti-Adminis- 
tration party  are  all  lawyers  of  distinguished  abili- 
ties.   He  has  also  said  that  his  pro  ession  is  not 
that  of  a  lawyer,  and  that  he  has  not,  by  profes* 
aion  or  practice,  been  led  to  the  investigation  of 
rights  and  wrongs  to  such  an  extent  as  would  fit 
him  to  be  placed  in  competition  with  gentlemen 
whose  education  and  practice  had  fitted  them  for 
this  peculiar  service  in  a  greater  degree  than  any 
other  duty  which  they  might  have  to  perform  in 
Congress.    I  do  not  pretend  that  the  rules  of  evi- 
dence, studied  by  lawyers,  are  to  be  strictly  observ- 
ed in  eliciting  facts,  but  I  do  say  that  a  knowledge 
of  thos4  rules,  and  the  practice  of  years  under 
them,  give  to  those  who  have  the  theory  and  prac- 
tice, upon  this  or  any  other  investigating  commit- 
tee, whose  duty  is  to  investigate  the  conduct  of  of- 
ficers whose  dniies  are  prescribed  by  law,  a  deci- 
ded advantage.    The  greatest  adroitness  exercised 
by  lawyers  is  frequently  exhibited  in  the  exami- 
nation of  dishonest  witnesses.    I  am  not  about 
to   say    that    the  committee,    taken    from    the 
ranks  of  the  enemies  of  the  Administration,  are  so 
dishonest  as  to  require  watching,but  these  are  times 
when  party  feelings  run  high,  our  prejudices  are 
strong,  we  honestly  come  to  different  conclusions 
without  prejudice;  but  when  party  prejudice  be- 
cloads  our  judgment,  then  are  we  more  apt  to  difier, 
and  then  it  is  the  duty  of  the  committee  to  reason 
with  each  ether.    They  may  differ  upon  the  con- 
struction of  a  statute,  prescribing  a  duty,  the  per- 
formance of  which  it  may  be  their  btisiness  to  in- 
quire into.  Ought  they,  then,  to  select  my  colleague 
to  reason  upon  a  question  of  law?    In  the  duties 
that  devolve  upon  us  here,  I  would,  in  almost 
ninety-nine  casee  out  of  a  hundred,  submit  to  his 
superior  judgipent.    I  would  not  ask  a  lawyer  a 
question  of  physic,  or  think  a  physician  a  fit  peison 
to  determine  hiw    matteia.    I  have  a  question  to 
submit  to  the  gentleman  from  Vii^inia,  [Mr.  Wise,] 
in  regard  to  his  remarks  in  a  former  stage  of  this 
debate.    If  I  misunderstood  him,  I  hope  he  will  set 
me  right.    I  understood  him  at  the  onset  of  the  de- 
bate, when  the  resolution  for  a  committee  was  an* 
der  consideration,  to  say  that  he  could,  on  the  re- 
port of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  himself,  con- 
vict the  Secretary  of  a  gross  violation  of  duty,  and 
of  negligence,  before  any  twelve  impartial  men  of 
his  own  party. 

Mr.  WiSB  explained.  I  said,  and  I  now  repeat, 
and  have  published  what  I  said,  and  the  evidence 
upon  which  I  founded  it,  that  upon  document  297, 
showing  the  correspondence  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  with  the  receivers  and  collectors  of  the 
public  money,  and  the  repori  of  the  commissioners 
appointed  to  examine  those  officers,  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  had  been  guilty  of  a  gross  violation 
of  duty  and  of  law,  and  that,  in  my  opinion,  there 
was  evidence  enotigh  to  convict  him  of  a  corrupt 
.  intent. 

Mr.  Grat  resumed.  I  Understood  the  gentleman 
right,  then;  and  la  the  remarks  I  am  about  to  make, 


I  t>eg  to  be  understood  as  differing  from  him  cq.  ' 
tirely.  I  attribute  to  him  no  improper  moiiy«,aQ(l 
repeat  what  I  have  before  said,  that  oar  prejndices 
often  mislead  our  judgments.  I  ase&is  st&iemeott 
to  show  that  it  is  due  to  him  that  three  persons,  the ' 
choice  of  the  friends  of  the  AdministratioD,  shotitd 
be  placed  upon  the  committee,  with  the  six  fint 
chosen  who  are  opposed  to  the  Administration,  at 
least  so  far  as  this  question  is  conceraed. 

Mr.  Mason  of  Ohio  rose  to  a  pointoforder,asto 
the  relevancy  of  this  discussion. 
The  Spsaker  decided  that  Mr.  O.  was  in  order. 
Mr.  Q.  resumed.      My  object  In  referring  to  ihc 
remarks  of  the  gentleman  from    Virginia  [Mr. 
Wise]  wak-  to  show  that  it  was  important  for  him 
that  he  should  consult  the  wishes  of  the  friends  of 
the  Administration  in  the  choice  of  the  thrte  Ad- 
ministration men  to  be  placed  upon  the  committee. 
I  submit  it  to  him,  and  his  political  and  persooal 
friends,  whether  it  may  not  furnish  him  with  an 
argument  with  which  to  repel  the  impotations  that 
may  hereafter  (in  case  the  doings  of  the  committee 
should  reflect  upon  the  SecreUry  of  the  Treason] 
be  cast  upon  him  of  prejudging  the  case.    His  opi- 
nion formed  and  expressed  against  the  Secretary  af 
the  Treasury  is  strong.      It  may  be  said  of  hlia 
hereafler  that  he  carried  with  him  into  the  commit- 
tee room  opinions  founded  upon  a  record  of  the  S^ 
cretary's  own  showinjj;  and  will  it  not  then  be  »id 
that    he    was    prejudiced     and    bad   prejadgtd 
the  easet     I    repeat    my    assertion,  it  is  dae 
to   the    gentleman    from    Virginia,   to  his  per- 
sonal and    political    friends,  that  ihe  Admiois- 
tration  parly  should  select  their  own  men,  that  he 
may  hereafter,  if  charged  with  having  prejod^ 
the  case,  be  able  to  reply  that  he  was  confronted  faj 
three  men  of  the  Administration  party  choien  at 
the  sngjestion  of  the  party. 

Mr.  Wise  asked  leave  to  say  a  word.  Thejfen- 
tleman,  said  Mr.  W.  does  not  argue  diis  matter 
fairly.  In  the  first  place,  I  have  lo  submit  itio  his 
candor  and  sense  of  fair  dealing,  whether  it  is  pro- 
per and  fair,  at  the  very  outset  of  this  investiga- 
tion, to  attribute  to  me  the  character  of  prosecator 
instead  of  the  character  of  Inquirer?  I  will,atlhe 
same  time,  admit  all  that  a  sense  of  justice  reqnim 
me  to  admit.  Does  the  gentleman  a^  me  if  I 
have  charged  the  Secretary  with  gross  aegket  of 
duty?  I  say,  yes;  it  would  be  impossible  to  eea- 
tradict  it,  for  I  have  published  it.  Does  the  geatkj 
man  ask  me  if  I  have  an  intuitive,  holy  horror « 
the  party  that  would  tolerate  these  things  I  tt- 
swer,  yes.  I,  sir,  for  the  very  reason  thege«l> 
man  has  assigned,  would  take  the  best  and  m* 
efficient  men  of  the  party;  but  I  would  pick  tig 
whom  I  believe  to  be  independent  andconaaW' 
tlous;  gentlemen  who  would  not  resort  to  tiadai 
cross  examinations,  special  pleading,  and  csoijf 
court  pettifogging,  to  hinder  and  obstruct  a  fta 
investigation,  and  thus  prevent  us  from  makiagj 
report  before  the  end  of  the  seeton.  Give  os  siia 
men,  and  I  think  the  gentleman  from  New  it* 
[Mr.  Gray]  i*,  himself,  one  of  that  nomber.  I 
will  take  him.  I  had  respectvfbr  the  intellig«^ 
the  honor,  and  the  integrity  of  the  gendemaa  fiOi 
New  York,  [Mr.  Tatlor,]  and  therefore  rtm» 
him,  the  highest  compliment  I  could  pay  to  tai»' 
telligence  and  character.  '^^ 

Mr.  Gray  resumed.  The  Honse  wiH  p««W 
that  I  am  not  dealing  with  the  motives  of  t!ieg» 
man  from  Virginia,  [Mr.  Wise,]  nordolw*** 
pursue  an  unfair  course  of  argument.  As  iMjiJ 
now  stand,  such  imputations  will  be  made,  aad« 
course  I  suggest  is  to  save  the gentlnnan  fromaw 
imputations,  or  furnish  him  with  a  reply  to  •• 
when  they  are  made.  It  is  due  to  the  Admuw* 
tion,  and  is  as  important  to  the  gentlemaa  mm 
Virginia  as  the  Administration,  for  the  retfWH 
have  Slated,  that  three  such  men  as  the  AdauwJ 
tion  may  select  from  atnong  the  mostsooMiJJ 
diitingnished  lawyers  of  the  party  should  be  p 
upon  the  committee.  ^ 

Mr.  Sibley  here  rose,  and  suggested  thalWP 
were  in  the  New  York  celegation  eminent  UVfJ 


servft  on  the  committee.  ^ 

Mr.  OiuY  resumed,  and  replied  lo  biseolwl" 


jrMi.ui>. 


AfWNPix  to  Ttoe  cotrowtftiioyAMULftBg. 


fl5TH  CoNO«***Sd  Ss88. 


Swarlwoui  Drfalcaiion'^Mr,  Preniisi. 


H.  of  Reps. 


[Ifr.  S.]  that  inasmiieh  as  be  coald  not  respond  to 
llw  eoinpliinent,  he  most  decline  answering  the 
qaeation,  and  proceed.  The  gentleman  from  Vir- 
giaia  seems  ta  sappoee  that  if  sach  lawyers  as 
the  friends  of  the  Administration  should  s^ect 
Aould  be  pat  upon  the  committee,  the  time  of  the 
oomnuttee  wooid  be  uselessly  was'ed  by  them  in 
examiaing  and  cross-examining  wimesses  and  pet- 
tife^ingy  80  as  to  render  it  impossible  to  come  to 
any  rasolt  before  the  session  doses.  Now  does 
he  Dot  pcxoeive  that  he  airogaies  to  himself  and 
hia  party  that  they  woold  not  do  thi^  We,  at 
amaty  only  ask  to  elect  one  lawyer  to  two  they 
have  already  elected.  Does  he  not  assame  that  one 
adeeted  bv  ns  woald  take  np  twice  as  mach  time 
as  one  selected  by  them,  and  thns  arrogate  to  him* 
self  and  his  party  more  integrity  and  intelligence 
ten  he  is  willing  should  be  ascribed  to  others,  in 
the  ratio  of  two  to  one?  It  is  no  new  idea  that 
his  party  arrogate  to  themselves  aU  the  intelli- 
gence and  honesty.  We  are  not  particalar  as  to 
the  individaals  we  choose,  as  three  out  of  a  dozen, 
or  a  greater  number,  would  suit  us.  We  can 
give  yoa  twelve  names,  out  of  which  you  may 
asiect  thiee.  [Loud  cries  of  **  give  us  the  names; 
we  will  take  you  at  your  word."]  Mr.  G.  resumed* 
I  am  only  deairoos  that  each  party  should  enler 
vpoa  this  investigatioii  on  fair  terms,  and  not  have 
What  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  had  so  frequently 
aalled  a  stocked  pack  committee.  The  argument 
for  the  appointment  of  the  committee  by  the  House 
was,  that  we  might  avoid  what  the  gentleman  him- 
adf  had  called  unfairness  in  the  Speaker  in  appoint- 
iag  the  committee.  The  Speaker,  according  to 
custom,  had  appointed  a  majority  of  Administration 
men  upon  all  important  committees,  and  had  ob- 
served the  will  of  those  opposed  to  the  Admiolstra- 
tion  in  regard  to  the  minority  appointments;  and 
yet  bis  committees  were  denounced  as  stocked  pack 
and  aize-tray  eomaiitteei'. 

And  what  have  the  majority  of  the  House  now 
done,  each  man  of  them?  Have  they  not  done 
worse  than  the  very  thing  they  denounced  in  harsh 
lenns  wtien  it  was  done  by  the  Spetkex?  The  dif- 
ference—it is  manifest,  and  consists  in  this:  the 
Speaker  regarded  the  will  of  the  minority,  so  far  as 
I  liave  learned,  in  appointing  the  minority  of  se- 
leet  committees,  appointed  by  him;  the  Opposition 
iMTe  disaregarded  entirely  the  will  of  the  minority. 
Tkmi  which  is  worse  than  a  vice  yesterday,  is  a  y'U' 
tme  to-day.  Now,  if  the  genllenum  from  Virginia 
w JU  alk>w  me  to  use  his  term,  siae-tray,  I  will  not 
I  it)  I  will  apply  it  to  the  election  of  this  corn- 
Is  not  this  a  siae-tray  commitiae,  in  the 
I  seasef  1  do  not  wish  to  do  injastice  to  any 
aaan  in  attributing  to  him  a  position,  and  hope,  if 
I  do  ao,  i  may  be  corrected  at  once.  I  repeat,  is 
not  this  a  "stocked  pack,**  a  '^siae-tray"  committee? 
And  under  what  circumstances  was  it  not  argued 
Inf  tbt  gentleman  from  Virginia,  [Mr.  Wise,]  that, 
IT aa  efeetion  lay  the  House  could  be  had,  a  due  re* 
paid  weald  be  had  to  all  parties?  And  when .  the 
Mllotag  came  on,  a  dozen  of  the  Adminisiration 
par^,  whom  I  see  around  me,  voted  for  three  of 
the  very  men  from  the  Opposition  that  are  elected 
m  ia»n  designated  by  their  friends — men,  U«,  for 
ivten  aotts  of  the  Conservatives  and  Whigs  even 
did  not  vote.  And  if  as  many  Whigs  had  voted  for 
Ae  peiaans  designated  by  us,  the  oommitiee  would 
kave  been  oiganiaed  two  days  ago.  Upon  what 
jmjiDd  of  faimeas,  then,  are  we  charged  with  a  de- 
«are  to  pr^ong  or  delay  this  investigation?  Had 
^m  been  met  in  any  spirit  of  fairness,  the  commit- 
See  would  h^ve  been  easily  chosen.  The  sin  does 
SiOl  lie  at  our  door,  but  at  the  door  of  the  Opposi- 
^aan,  And  now,  again,  in  reference  to  my  col- 
Ji^agae  [Mr.TATi^a}  1  desire  net  to  be  misunder- 
mMood.  As  a  member  of  this  House,  taking  all  his 
duties  into  consideration,  I  think  him  among  the  first 
1  ab!est  men  in  it.  I] is  constituents  know  that 
t  ialioiiesl  aad  capable,  or  they  would  not  have 
\  honored  him  with  a  seat  on  this  floor.  It  is 
^  he  is  an  able  man  that  be  was  aleeied  to 
mtmrn^u  this  oommittea,that  the  Opposition  might. 
^■rlian  charged  with  niifiiiiiiiess,  say,  wa  elected 
mum  pf  yo«^  abieat  menp^ihere  vas  sonu  cunning 
Jtt  it.  Bf  assured  ^t  he  woald  not  have  been 
*  ceied,  W  he  been  as  highly  qualified  fo^  serving 
WKf^  tbia  tomiaittao  v  We  » («r  the  diachaige  of 


any  other  duty  that  might,  in  the  course  of  legisla- 
tion, devolve  opon  him.  It  was  treating  him  with 
unfairness.  Would  any  one  here  employ  a  physi- 
cian to  fry  an  ejectment?  Why,  then,  fores  him 
to  serve  on  this  coramiitee,  where  constructions  are 
to  be  givta  to  statutes,  and  perhaps  unwilling  wit- 
nesses to  be  cross  examined?  We  have  a  feeling 
in  this  matter,  a  eeaae  of  justice,  of  aelf-respeci, 
and  of  duty,  which  must  prevent  us  from  yielding 
to  the  election  which  has  taken  place.  The  self- 
ntpux  of  my  colleagae  (Mr.  TayloeI  prompts  him 
to  the  cooraa  be  has  taken.  And,  under  all  the  cir- 
cumstances, should  he  not  be  excused  by  the 
House,  and  should  he  surrender  his  feat  heie  in 
preference  to  his  self-respect,  which  he  is  bound,  by 
duty  to  his  constituents  and  himself,  to  preserve, 
old  Onondaga  would  hail  and  welcome  him  home, 
and  set  down  his  conduct  on  the  occasion  to  a  new 
account  of  credit. 

Mr.  PRENTISS  of  Mississippi  said  he  wished 
the  gentleman  from  New  York  [Mr.  GaiTl  would 
make  the  proposition  he  had  spoken  of,  and  thus 
save  all  further  debate;  otherwise  the  House  might 
never  be  able  to  find  out  what  he  and  his  friends 
wanted.  In  selectiag  men  to  represent  the  Admi- 
nistration party  on  this  committee,  (Mr.  P.  conti- 
nued) we  have  chosen  from  among  those  who  have 
been  the  meet  prominent  acton  here»  and  who  have, 
on  all  occasions,  pnttiiemselves  forward  to  fight  the 
battles  of  the  Administration  on  this  floor.  1  f  there 
is  yet  a  corpe  in  reserve,  of  which  we  know  no- 
thing, bring  them  forward,  and  let  us  make  our  se- 
lection. 

This  morning,  (Mr.  P.  said,)  in  an  ill-omened  pa- 
per which  lay  upon  his  desk,  he  had  seen  that  which 
indicated  that  there  was  no  probability  of  organizing 
a  committee.  He  would  read  a  small  portion  of 
the  croaking  of  the  official  raven.  Mr.  P.  then 
read  the  following  extract  from  the  Olobe: 

"The  three  Democratic  members  elected,  via: 
Messrs.  Euioax,  Cusrmah  and  HuaLST,  declined 
serving  an  the  eomautiee.  When  we  left  the  House 
to  dose  our  paper,  the  Opposition  majority,  now 
notoriously  obtained  by  the  perfect  amalgamation 
of  the  Conservative  with  the  National  Bank  party, 
selected  three  other  Democrats,  ta  be  made  prison- 
era  in  the  hands  oi  the  committee — having  their 
arms  locked  by  an  enemy  on  each  side,  like pAitiaL 
Boon's  men,  sent  out  to  treat  with  the  Indians  be- 
leaguering his  fort.  The  hardv  backwoodsmen  soon 
found  that  the  pbject  of  the  savages  was  to  make 
them  prisoners,  and  acted  accordingly.  We  have 
no  doubt  the  Democrats  will  follow  out  successfully 
the  part  played  by  Boon's  men  on  that  oocAsion, 
and  leave  the  Opposition  to  experience  the  fate  of 
the  perfidioas  enemy  on  that  oecasioa,  if  their  pur- 
poses should  correspond,  as  the  secret  machinations 
in  the  appointment  of  the  committee  would  seem  to 
indicate." 

.  Now,  here  was  a  proposition  thrown  out  by  the 
organ  of  the  pnrty,  that  no  Democrat  should  serve, 
because,  forsooth,  they  cannot  gat  a  majority  upon 
the  committee. '  After  having  professed  themselves 
willing  to  act,  they  now  come  forward,  and  what 
de  they  say?  Yesterday  (said  Mr.  P.)  personal 
considerations  were  arged;  but,  to-day,'  we  hear 
nothing  of  that  kind;  but  it  is  openly  avowed  that 
the  reason  why  they  will  not  serve  is,  that  they 
will  not  act  unless  represented  by  three  of  their 
most  astute  lawyers.  Was  not  the  gallant  gentle- 
man from  New  Hampshire,  [Mr.  Cushman,]  who 
had  taken  upon  hioiself  the  defence  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  before  the  House,  sufficiently 
acute  to  undertake  a  similar  task  before  the  com- 
mittee? He  is  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
Commaree,  and  ex-district  attorney  of  New  Hamp 
shire.  Is  not  he  qualified  to  serve?  And,  if  not, 
where  are  we  to  look  for  the  men?  Has  not  the 
gentleman  from  New  York,  [Mr.  TATLoa,]  with  all 
his  modesty,  spoken  ably  and  eloquently  in  defence 
of  the  A<^ministration  upon  this  very  question,  and 
upon  the  great  Sub-Treasury  scheme  at  the  last 
session?  And  yet  he  says  that  be  is  not  competent 
to  aerve.  The  very  ingenuity  with  which  he  has 
made  hia  arguiQent,  and  the  faeility  of  speech  with 
which  he  has  urged  hia  motion  to  ha  excused, 
show  that  if  he  is  not  a  lawyer  hy  study,  he  is,  at 
least,  a  lawyer  J>y  nature.  Rut  I  say  that,  by  hia 
very  pro^JeasiQn,  lis  ia  betler  fitiad  to  serve  than 


another  man.  We  are  about  to  examine  into  tUe 
diseases  of  the  Commonwealth;  we  waut  to  probe 
them;  we  want  to  apply  the  purge  and  the  knife; 
and,  as  I  understand  the  gentleman  is  a  distin- 
guished disciple  of  ACsc.olapios,  he  is,  of  coarse, 
the  very  man  for  our  purpose. 

It  is  said  there  are  six  against  three.  If  a  roan 
is  frte  from  all  feeling  of  guilt,  he  has  nothing  to 
fear.  The  House  has  solemnly  decided,  and  I 
thank  GK)d  that  such  has  l>een  its  dension,  that 
they  will  not  tru^t  a  committee  appointed  in  the 
Usual  way.  No,  it  was  to  be  a  committee  sincerely 
favorable  to  investigation.  Three  have  resigned, 
aqd  three  more  have  been  recommended  to  do  the 
same  thing,  although  I  do  noi  insinuate  that  (hey 
hsve  acted  on  that  reconamendation.  Bat  the  ob- 
jection of  the  gentleman  from  New  York  [Mr. 
fATLoa]  is,  that  he  does  not  understand  the  sub- 
ject. Why,  sir,  the  subject  is  one  of  common 
honesty,  and  1  know  he  understan'is  Uiat.  The 
subject  is  the  exposure  of  corruption,  and,  accord- 
ing to  the  gentleman^s  argument,  we  ought  to  put 
none  on  the  committee  but  professed  rascals.  If 
he  **who  drives  fat  oxen  must  himself  be  fat,''  if 
the  committee  ouaht  to  l>e  composed-of  rogues,  then 
I  admit  that  the  gentleman  ought  to  be  excused. 
But  I  ask  the  House  whether  he  should  be  eicused 
on  the  ground  upon  which^  he  places  it,  that  is, 
want  of  capacity  and  ability.  The  colleague  of 
that  gentleman  [Mr.  OratJ  has  given  us  a  sort  of 
leA'handed  argument  why  he  [Mr.  Taylor]  should 
be  excused  oa  the  ground  of  incompetency.  Did 
any  one  ever  assort  that  the  latter  gentleman  was 
incompetent  to  be  on  any  standing  committee  of 
this  House?  Would  the  gentleman  say  that  his  col- 
leacue  was  incompetent  to  do  such  daty?  He  was 
thought  competent  to  be  placed  on  a  committee  in 
relation  to  the  banks,  a  much  more.diffisnli  subject 
of  investigation  than  this,  in  which  the  honest  man 
is  more  needed  than  the  lawyer.  We  wanted  a 
committee  of  investigation,  and  we  have  got  li;  and 
we  want  honest  men  to  watch  over  the  interests  of 
the  Administration.  We  have  tried  to  get  them. 
Where  is  this  corps  of  reserve  of  which  the  genile- 
maa  from  New  York  [Mr.  Grat]  has  sprken?  We 
did  not  knew  they  had  twenty  men  who  were  supe- 
>  rior  to  the  rest  of  their  party.  We  thouaht  there 
was  a  more  Democratic  equality  amony  them. 

Mr.OaAT  explained.  He  had  not  ntaied,  he 
said,  there  were  twenty  m^n  who  were  superior. 
He  had  said  there  were  twelve,  withoat  havinc: 
made  any  calculation  as  to  the  actual  number.  He 
presumed  that  diere  were  more  than  that  number 
who  would  be  considered  competent  to  «erve.  He 
had  remarked  that  this  was  a  service  requiring 
qualifications  of  a  peculiar  character — that  a  laviryer 
was  better  fitted  to  examine  witnesses  than  a  phy- 
sician. I  spoke  of  them  noi  as  possessing  the  tran- 
scendant  abilities  of  the  Whig  side  of  the  House, 
becanse  I  kaew,  if  I  said  so,  that  the  statement  would 
be  disputed. 

Mr.  Pasnnss.  Well,  then,  let  us  have  the 
twelve  fit  men  of  whom  the  gentleman  spoke. 

Mr.  Gajir.  Before  I  could  do  that,  it  would  be 
necessary  tu  have  some  consultation  with  the 
friends  of  the  party  with  which  I  act.  In  saying 
what  I  did,  I  spoke  merely  my  own  opinion. 

Mr.  pRKNTiss.  It  is  not  merely  the  gentleman 
from  New  York  [Mr.  Titlor]  who  had  asked  to 
be  excused.  Three  gentlemen  yesterday  made  the 
same  request. 

Could  there  be  a  gentleman  more  fitted  to  serve 
than  the  g^itleman  from  Alabama  [Mr.  Martin?] 
I  tmst  be  will  not  decline,  for  he  is  a  distinguished 
lawyer,  though,  as  I  have  said,  I  do  not  regard  that 
as  the  best  qualification.  I  look  upon  it  av  secon- 
dary. We  want  honest,  honorable,  and  upright 
men.  And,  in  this  point  of  view,  I  have  full  con- 
fidence in  all  the  gentlemen  selected,  especially  the 
gentleman  from  New  York  [Mr.  Taylor  ]  I  hope 
the  House  will  not  excuse  him. »  I  told  you,  the 
other  day,  that  this  matter  would  turn  out  like  the 
web  of  Penelope,  that  we  should  unravel  at  night 
what  we  might  weave  m  the  day.  This  committee 
will  have  to  deal  with  facts  more  than  with  law;  and 
for  its  pnrp<*9es  I  would  rather  have  a  farmer  or  a 
doctor  than  a  lawyer.  We  gave  you  yest^rdav  the 
ex4itturney  of  the  State  of  New  Ham  pshire.  There 
surely  yon  voukl  have  had  the  best  of  law;  but  he 
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declined  (o  serve.  I  believe  EDOlhefgeatlemaQ,  who 
viSLi  atM'  (.xvused  yenerdtLf,  [Mr.  Hubl£7,]  is  a 
soQnd  lawyer.     What,  then,  io  yon  waail 

The  Oiher  day,  a  genileauiD  from  Pennsylvania 
[Mr.  Far]  qaoted  rrumaspeechofmlQe,madeinmy 
own  Sute,  a  passage  in  which  I  had  said' that  the  par- 
ty in  power  had  no  leaders  of  disiinguu^hed  abiiiiy  in 
this  Honse  'flus  was  a  rash  and  anad  vised  asser- 
tion, and  1  now  take  it  back.  When  I  made  it,  I 
had  not  beard  (he  gentltnlan  frocn  Pennsylvania; 
besides,  I  hear  i'rom  the  gentleman  from  New  York 
that  theie  are  twenty  members  of  the  party  who 
tower,  by  the  head  and  shoulders,  above  the  others. 
Ail  1  have  to  ay  is,  bring  them  oat;  show  us  your 
gems,  and  we  will  set  them  in  this  committee, 
where  ihe^  shall  shine  before  men,  and  their  light 
shall  no  longer  be  hidden  by  their  own  modesty  or 
by  our  perversity. 


SPEECH  OF  MR.  WRIGHT  AND  MR.  NILES. 

In  SenaU,  December  30,  1838— The  resolutions  of 
inquiry,  submitted  yesterday  by  Mr.  Hives, 
calling  upon  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  for 
inibrmaiion  relative  to  ihe  sale  of  the  bonds  of 
the  United  States  Baaki  coming  up  for  conside- 
ration— 

Mr.  Rivcs  went  into  a  tong  detailed  statement 
of  the  reasons  for  olSeriog  them. 

Mr.  Wrigrt  .said  the  Senate  would  not  expect 
him  to  attempt  to  reply  to  so  elaborate  a  speacn  as 
that  to  which  they  had  just  listened.  He  came  to 
his  seat  with  no  expectation  of  such  a  debate. 
When  the  resolutions  of  the  honorable  Senator  [Mi . 
RiY[»]  were  offered  yesterday,  they  excited  in  his 
mii}d  no  anticipatioa  that  an  elaborate  end  set  dis- 
cussion would  be  entered  upon  at  this  stage  of  them. 
Thev  were  mere  resolutions  of  inquiry.  Their 
whole  apparent  object  was  to  obtain  facts,  to  learn 
the  irmh  of  the  matters  to  which  they  related,  and 
he  conld  not  have  expected  a  debate  upon  the  mer- 
its until  the  testimony  had  been  obtained. 

He  should  not,  therefore,  attempt  to  follow. the 
gentleman  in  his  extended  remarks,  or  to  reply  to 
any  pnii  of  his  argument.  It  was  his  intention  to 
occupy  bm  a  few  moments  of  the  time  of  the  Senate, 
and  to  make  but  a  few  observation  of  an  ineidental 
character. 

When  the  resolutions  were  offered,  their  object 
seemed  to  be  fully  and  minutely  expressed  upon 
their  face,  and  he  was  glad  the  honorable  Senator  nad 
come  forward  with  them.  The  inquiries  were  such 
as  he  desired  might  be  made  and  Jully  answered, 
but  he  coiild  not  have  anticipated  that  conclusions 
would  be  drawn  and  expressed  here,  before  the  facts 
were  known,  or  that  a  call  for  testimony  would  be 
made  to  follow  a  judgment  upon  the  issue. 

He  wa^  OS  ignorant  as  the  honorable  Senator, 
[Air.  RivRs]  who  had  spoken  with  so  much  warmih, 
and  in  terms  of  such  strong  censure,  as  to  the  na- 
ture, or  character,  or  extent,  of  the  connexion 
which  had  been  formed  bet  ween  iha  public  Treasury 
and  the  Pennsylvania  Bank,  nor  was  the  gentleman 
more  desirous  than  himself  that  the  truth  as  to  that 
connexion,  whatever  it  might  be,  should  be  fully 
known ;  that  all  the  facts  should  be  exposed  to  the 
view  of  the  whole  country ;  that  nothing  should  be 
hidden,  or  concealed,  in  relation  to  it.  Hence  he 
was  pleased  to  see  the  resolutions,  and  should  cheer- 
lul!y  vo:e  for  ihem. 

It  was  »rne,  he  had  learned  through  the  publi:? 
prints,  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  had,  dur- 
inj;  the  vacaMon,  sold  one  of  the  bonds  held  against 
the  Pennsylvania  Bank  of  the  United  States,  which, 
by  a  special  taw  passed  at  the  last  seivion  of  Con- 
^'ve^^.  lie  was  expressly  aolhorized  to  da  He  had 
als'.»  iK>aid  through  the  same  channel,  and  from  the 
samf"  authority,  that  the  sale  had  been  made  tu  the 
bank  itKelf;  lo  ihe  institution  against  whicb  the 
bond  wa-;  but  the  in  formation  caused  no  surprise, 
nv>  alarm,  in  his  mind,  because  he  supposed  that 
i.c  Slate  of  the  Treasury  and  the  amount  of  appro- 
|ri  ill. ins  by  Congress  were  such  as  to  require  the 
^ale  of  at  least  one  of  the  bonds,  to  enable  the  de- 
part'ncnt  to  pay  the  public  creditors.  Neither  had 
the  ciii-um-'tanpe  that  the  sale  had  been  made  to 
Mr.  Riddle's  bank,  to  the  institution  which  owed 
•he  rlobt,  given  him  any  apprehension,  as  he  had 
been  ronfidine  enough  tobelieve  tlmt  the  only  offer, 
o?  he  best  offer,  to  purchase  hnd  come  from  that 
qua r  or,  and  that,  for  thatrample  reason,  the  Sec- 
Tctarvhad  made  thesale. there.  The  law  compelled 
the  Secretary  of  th»  Treasury  to  get  die  Best  price 


he  could  command  in  the  market  r»r  the  bends,  in 
case  he  found  it  necessary  to  .sell  them,  and  prohibi- 
ted him,  in  any  event,  (torn  selling  at  a  price  be- 
lo^  the  par  value  of  the  bond.  Mr.  W.  had 
been  credulous  enough  to  believe  that  the  sale  was 
made  to  the  Pennsylvania  Bank,  because  the  law 
compelled  the  Secretary  to  sell  to  that  Institution,  it 
making  the  only,  or  the  most  advantageous,  vfEtr 
for  the  bond  placed  in  the  market.  It  was  passible 
he  had  been  too  confiding,  but  be  had  believed, 
when  he  first  ftieard  of  the  sale,  that  this  was  its  ex- 
planation, and  he  had  not  now  a  doobt  ihat  aoch 
would  prove  to  be  the  truik  of  the  case,  whenever 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  should  have  an  op- 
portunity to  answer  the  inquiries  of  the  Senator. 

If  the  honorable  gentleman  did  not  antertaia  the 
same  confidence  in  the  Executive  officers  of  the 
Government  as  himself,  he  could  regret  the  fact, 
but  it  gave  him  no  right  to  complain,  nor  did  he 
complain  that  it  was  so ;  though  when  the  Senator 
had  assumed  to  hin\self  the  chai^cter  of  an  inquirer 
after  the  facts,  and  then  had  felt  at  liberty,  before 
his  inquiry  was  made,  to  draw  inlerences,  and  pro- 
nounce conclusions  of  a  highly  censorious  and  con 
demnatepy  character,  which  inferences  apd  cOn- 
clusioni»  could,  with  justice,  only  be  drawn  from 
lhe  facts  to  be  inquired  afier,  he  did  feel,  andmnet 
express  disappointment  and  regret.  Had  it  been 
his  ca.se,  whatever  might  have  been  his  fiseling8 
towards  the  executive  officers  concerned,  how- 
ever much  he  might  have  distrusted  their  in- 
telligence, or  integrity,  or  official  faithfulness,  if  he 
had  propesed  to  inquire  and  to  call  upon  thiem  to 
answer,  he  would  have  allowed  them  the  opportu- 
nity to  answer,  before  he  would  either  have  cen- 
sured or  conaemned;  and  he  must  sa^,  that  it 
would  have  afforded  him  sincere  gratidcation,  if 
the  Senator  from  Virginia  had  found  it  consistent 
with  his  feelings  and  sense  of  duty  te  have  pursued 
that  more  just  and  generous  course. 

At  the  opening  oir  the  honorable  Senator's  speech, 
Mr.  W.  was  led  to  suppose  that  an  opportunity 
for  sincere  congratulation  was  to  be  afforded  to 
himself  and  the  maiority  of  the  Senate.  They  had , 
long  looked  upon  the  dan^rs  and  mischiefs  atten- 
dant upon  any  connexion  between  the  Treasury  of 
the  nation  and  banks  of  any  character,  as  among 
the  most  serious  and  alarming  evils  which  had 
grown  up  under  the  administration  of  our  republi- 
can system  of  Gk>venimenl,  while  the  Senator  had, 
heretofore,  but  too  successfully  defended  that  con- 
nexion. His  early  remarks  seemed  to  present  it ' 
BOW  to  his  mind,  charged  with  such  horrible  and 
frightful  consequences,  that  Mr.  W.  could  not  but 
suppose  that  he,  and  those  with  whom  he  had  acted, 
were  again  to  have  the  powerful  co  operation  of • 
the  able  Senator,  inbreatring  up  and  eradicating 
forever  that  unnatural,  improper,  and  vicious  con- 
nexion. In  this,  however,  ne  had  met  hasty  disap-; 
pointment,  as  it  seemed  to  be  the  connexion  with  a 
single  bank,  and  not  a  connexion  with  banka  gene- 
rally, which  had  given  the  Senator  his  deep  alarm, 
and  drawn  down  upon  the  Secretary  of  the  Trta- 
sury,  and  the  President,  his  immeasored  censures.- 
It  waa  a  connexion  with  Mr.  Biddie's  bank,  with , 
the  Pennsylvania  Bankef  the  United  States,  which, 
had  thus  aroused  the  Senator's  eloquence  and  in- 
dignation. 

Even*  here,  how^ever,  Mr.  W.  found  cause  for  . 
earnest  congratulation.  He  well  remembered  that, 
upon  repeated  occasions  within  the  last  two  yea/s, 
when  he,  and  other  friends  who  entertained  opin- 
ions in  accordance  with  his  own,  had  made  their 
feoble  attempts  to  arouse  the  honorable  Senator 
himself,  the  Senate,  and  the  country,  to  a  sense  of 
the  dangers  and  corrnptions  of  that  ^ar  t  institution, 
they  haa  been  calmly  and  confidently  told  by  the 
Senator,  and  others  who  then  acted  with  him,  that 
they  were  practising  an  imposition  updn  the  coun- 
tiT ;  that  they  were  attempting  to  conjure  up  the 
gnoet  of  a  buried  enemy—a  phantom^a  mere  sha- 
dow, to  produce  alarm  and  apprehension ;  that  the 
Bank  of  the  United.  States,  in  any  form  of  exist-, 
ence,  was  efiectually  destroyed,  was  dead  and 
buried,  never  agalv^  tn  be  disinterred  to  alarm  or 
injure  the  people ;  that  Our  apprehensions  were  too 
late,  and  were  unreal. 

Notwilhstanding  these  repeated  and  pc«sitive  as- 
.surances,  which,  coming  from  the  sources  tlier  did,, 
he  always  desired  to  consider  friendly  and  sincere, 
Mr.  W.  had  never  for  a  moment  permitted  him*^e]f 
tjo  be  misled  (5r  deceived  by  them.  There  never  had 
bcf  n  a  moment  when  he  had  considered  the  dan^^srs 
tVom  that  insiftntion  itl'anend,  or  materially  les6er>4:d; 
The  change  of  its  form,  from  a  National  to  a  State" 


iwlitution,  connpctp/l  -viih  l^e  .^cis  which  accoit 
panied  and  characterized  that  change,  LadeivS 
no  relief  to  hi;  apprehensions,  and  they  were  ne? 
at  this  moment,  as  lively,  and  active,  and  straoffai 
they  had  ever  been.  * 

ISa  so  with  the  honorable  Senator.  There  had 
been  a  lime  when  he  had  considered  these  dangers 
as  not  sleeping  merely,  but  huried  forever,  and  that 
he  had  now  again  become  sensible  of  their  exist- 
ence, of  their  magnitude,  and  of  their  imKiuti&t 
character,  was  a  mauer  of  just  congrataiatiaDio 
Mr.  W.  if  they  could  not  agree  about  the  beahi 
generally,  the  Senator's  speech  of  this  day  had 
proved  tnat  about  this  particular  baakiog  iostitntioa 
they  did  and  could  agree.  Here  again  they  coaid 
meet  and  unite  their  labors  for  the  general  beD^ 
of  the  whole  country.  Not  a  man  in  these  .seats 
could  have  failed  to  reel  the  dangers  and  mischief 
of  this  great  banking  institution,  as  the  Sennior  bad 
so  eluquentlv,  and  forcibly,  and  vividly  depioed 
them.  To  Mr.  W.  the  edort  had  not  raised  net 
apprehensions,  but  con  firmed  all  former  impres- 
sions, and  he  would  now  promise  the  Senator,  aad 
all  others,  his  most  anxious  co-operation  in  air 
eflbrts  filially  and  forever  to  remove  the  paiti- 
tcntatr  dangers  so  clearly  pointed  out,  andalldai- 
gem  to  oor  republican  institutions  of  a  like  cha* 
aoter,  come  from  what  description  of  baakiog  iasd- 
tutions  they  might:  He  woold  repeal  thai  he  wtf 
entirely  ignorant  of  the  connexion  now  formed  b^ 
tween  the  Treasury  and  this  daagerous  iastiuuiw. 
He  was  willing  and  desirous  to  let  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  answer  that  inquiry.  He  beliered 
it  was  only  a  connexion  growing  out  of  ihesakof 
the  bond  to  which  he  hadbefore  referred,  and  grav- 
ing out  of  that  sale  in  the  manner  he  had  pointed 
out ;  that  it  was  necessity,  arising  from  the  lav  of 
Congress  directing  the  sale,  and  not  from  tbechoia 
of  the  Executive  officers.  If  it  was  any  other  or 
difierent  connexion,  be  was  further  reddyioaay 
that  it  had  been  formed  without  his  knowledge er 
consent,  and  should  not  meet  his  approbaiioa 
Here  he  had  been  and  was  still  willing  to  rest  his 
comments  upon  this  matter, 

Neither  the  honorable  Senator  nor  the  body  he 
addressed  would  expect  him,  upon  an  occasioD  like 
this,  to  go  into  a  general  debate  upon  the  Independ- 
ent Treasury  bill,  or  to  follow  the  Senator  ihroiig 
thai  large  portion  of  his  remarks.  It  had  appeared 
to  him  that  the  gentleman  had,  as  he  himself  m- 
milled,  iodulRcd  extensively  in  the  wide  field  of 
debate  allowed  by  the  courtesy  of  the  Seaate,  ta 
this  part  of  his  speech;  but  as  Mr.  W.  l>»d  am« 
to  remark  upontae  spint  and  temper  of  thespeeeb, 
rather  than  to  aaMwer  its  argument  in  uj  >^ 
he  should  he  justified  in  passing  this  ponioa  m- 
oat  notice. 

.    Ttere  was  another  fe«Uiie  of  the  addreas,hov- 
everv  which  fell  more  appropriately  than  any  «JJ 
within  the  limits  he  had  prescribed .£>r  hiam, 
and  which  must  receive  attention.    It  was  the  tf- 
Lraordinary  position  assumed  by  the  Senator.  ttjB 
the  political  opinions  of  the  trcsident,  and  tj 
course  and  policy  of  his  administration,  ^^^ 
interpreted  and  proved  by  a  letter  from  NiclMW 
Biddle,  volumarilv  pitblished  in  the  newspapets* 
the  country.    Was  it  upon  suth  evidence  that  « 
President  of  the  United  States  was  to  be  jwgi 
and  condemned  1    Was  his  democracy  ^^\ 
afachment  to  republican  priciples  to  be  ifiaa  i 
such  a  lest  1    Had  hia  publicly  expressed  owmJ 
and  the  pnblic  course  of  hie  whole  liie,  aaiharflj 
ayndjrment  against  him  aponsocfa  evidence  IM 
W;-  had  never  yet  seen  the  letter  alluded  lo,  "Aj 
had  heard  of  it,  and  be-  now  found  the  hoooiN 
Senator  a  perfect  master  of  its  contents,   ij^^ 
was  well,  as  a  matter  with  which  he  had  ^^i 
do,  and  about  which  he  felt  no  anxieiy.   AM 
wished  lo  say  was,  that  his  friends  were  not  w 
bound  by  its  terms,  its  language,  or  its  spirit,  W 
they  were  made  parties  to  it  by  some  higherprt 
than  the  letter  it«!elf.     He  had  nfevcr  yet  w8 
them  by  snrh  a  .<?tandard,  nor  should  he  ever  aai 
nniil  they  hid  been  permitted  to  hear  and  • 
the  charges  thus  predicated.  __..,-j4 

Even  this  letter,  however,  had  net  snswfW 
purposes  of  the  honorable  Senator,  and  ^duW 
and  not  less  sin^laf,  demriptton  of  testimoBf* 
been  brought  m  to' supply  the  deficiengJJ* 
argument  he  had  attempied  to  make.   WMjg 
that  other  proof  I     The  comments  of  offij* 
newspapers  afoti  Mr.  Biddie's  ^^<^^^??lfl 
marks-and  infenencesof.the  Baltimore  CWwj 
upon  that  singular  produipti^al  Vi  Mr  ^?  *^U 
disposed  to  extend  remark  upon  sucli  a  case,  wm 
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Upon  'ftieW  etride&oe^  and  eomiBg.  from  anch  a 
ipuurMr.  •  He  would,  xhet^Coie,  «ify  aidd,  ibal  «ttch 
Mvar  had  be^.  aad  soeh  nerer  shonkl  be,  tae 
Ifcai^fdard  by  which  he  wonld  judge  his  friends. 
If  either  the  President,  nor  the  Secreury  of  the 
Treasury,  ^M>u)d  ever  receive  condemnatioa  from 
him  upon  sach  amhoriiy.  If  they  were  to  be  con- 
V'icted  of  a  desigti  to  fasten  upon  (be  coontiy  a 
national  banic  of  any  character,  be  most  learn  the 
fact  from  better  anthority  than  the  Baltimore 
Chfon«?le,  or  the  comments  of  any  other  opposition 
newspaper,  before  be  should  sabscribe  to  the  verdict 
A  singula  other  p(»irion  of  the  Senator  shonld 
i«eeiv«  a  passing  notice,  and  Mr.  W.  would  come 
loa  eoBcRision.  A  charge  bad  been  preferred 
•agttinfit  4he  President  of  the  gravest  cWacier, 
drawn  f nam  rhe  face  of  his  late  message.  It  was 
asid.thai  he  had  made  an  aj-rogantand  nnconstitn- 
tjooal  recommendation rcalenhued  to  sink  Congress 
from  its  high  estate  to  ^he  feet  of  the  Ejmcottve; 
that,  in  that  recommendation,  ihe  disposition  to 
•render  the  EKecniive  saperior  and  paramount  to 
-the  legislative  power  of  tbe  Government  was  eon- 
ela<nvely  manifested.  What  was  the  specific 
-diarge  fhmi  which  this  grave  iaference  we**  so 
eonfiitently  drawn  1  It  was,  that  the  President  had 
Tecommended  that  a  committee  of  Congress,  to  be 
m>poinred  by  th»hod?,  shook!  examine,  at  intervals, 
the  books,  aecoants,  and  money  in  the  hands  of  the 
tifBeeis  ctiarged  with  the  eolleetion,.  safe- keeping, 
'iiwt  diri>aisement  of  the  pnUie  m  nera,  as  sneh 
^dinmittee  had  been  astborized  by  thel  ebarter  of 
Ihe  laie  Bank  of  the  United  States^  when  it  WK 
thft  depositorr  of  the  piAlic  money,  to  examine  ils 
•aCfSoiintB.  ^or  what  purpose  did  the  President 
propose  this  examination  1  The  Senator  sajs, 
4!iax  the  committee  m%ht  make  report  thereof  to 
the  President ;  ibat  a  committer  of  Congress 
teight  be  made  the  servants  of  the  Executive,  and 
'might  be  brought  lo-the  foot  of  the  throne  to  give 
an  aoeount  of  their  doings,  instead  of  making  a 
report  to  the  two  Houses  of  Congress,  of  which 
:ihey  themselves  would  be  a  component  part,  and 
which,  as  independent  representatives  of  the 
people,  or  the  States,  Ihey  could  do  without  humili- 
ation or  disgrace. 

•  Mr  W.  would  a]}peal  to  tbe  Senator  bimseU*  to 
say  if  this  was  a  fair  or  candid  statement  of  the 
recommendation  (if  the  President  1  Did  it  convey 
lo  the  Senate,  to  this  audience,  to  the  country,  a 
true  idea  of  the  message,  aau  of  the  views  and 
wishes  of  the  President  as  communicated  in  it  1 
He  did  not  charge  the  Senator  with  intended  un- 
fairness or  want  of  candor.    With  his  inleDlkii  he 

•  had  nmhing  to  do,  but  his  inquiry  went  to  the  fact. 
'  Was  the  representmion  of  the  Senator  fair  and 
'^iOiM  in  fact  1    Let  the  message  itself  answer. 

This  ki  its  langaage: 
*'  When  tbe  late  Bank  of  the  United  St^s  was 

-  incorporated,  and  made  the  depository  of  the  public 

•  moneys,  a  right  was  rewrved  to  Congress  to  in- 
'tfect,  at  its  pfeasnre,  by  a  commitiee  of  that  body, 

-  tae  bodes  and  the  pvoeeedmgs  of  the  Lwnk.  In  one 
of  the  Smtes  whose  banking  institutions  are  sup- 
'  posed  to  rank  amongst  the  first  in  point  of  stability, 

they  aresubjeGied  to  constant  examinalion  by  com- 

missioBers  appointed  for  that  purpose,  and  much  of 

the  success  <n  its  banking  system  is  attributed  to  (bis 

watchful  supervision.    The  same  course  has  also, 

in  view  of  its  beneficial  operation,  been  aciopted  by 

an  adjoining  State,  favorably  known  for  the  care  it 

has  Always  bestowed  upon  whatever  relates  t«  ils 

'  ftianeiai  concerns,    i  submit  to  your  consideration 

.  whCftbcT  a  committee  of  Congress  might  not  be 

profitably  employed  in  inspecting,  at  such  intervals 

'  as  might  be  deemed  proper,  the  adairs  and  ac- 

-  eounis  of  officers  inteusted  wiih  the  custody  of  the 
.  |MSh}lc  mon eys.    The  frequent  per formanco  of  i his ' 

duty  might  be  made  obligatory  on  theoummlttee.in 

'resaect  to  those  efficers  who  have  large  sums  in, 

their  possession,  and  left  discretionary  in  respect  to 

others.    They  mij^hi  report  to  the  Executive  such 

•  defalemtiens  as  wece  found'  to  exi^t,  with  a  view  to 
*«.' prompt  remimtl  from  bffice  unless  the  default 

-wnas-satisiiictorily  accounted  for ;  and  repei:i,  also, 
to  Congress,  at  the  commencement  of  each  session, 
die  rvauli^of  their  examinations  and  proceedings. 
ft' does  appear  to  me  that,  with  a;  subjection  of  this 
dasa  of  public  efficers  u>  the  general  sopervtsion  of 
lteExeed*ive,UaexcniinatiOiLshy  a  commiuee  of 
Congress  at  periods  of  which  they  should  have  no 
'previous  notice,,  and  to  prosecution  and  punishment 
as  for  felony  for  every  breach  of  arust.  the  sHl'e 
ke^og  of  thetpublic  moneys,  under  the  system  i 

•  prspof&J,  might  be  idaced  on  a  snreci  foundation  ^j 


than  it  has  eUer  occiipied  since  ihe  establishment  of 
Ihe  iSovenunent" 

Has  the.edticisa  of  the  gentleman  presented 
this  reconmiendation,  or  rather  sugsgestion,  fairly 
and  candidly  "I  For  what  purpose  does  the  Piesi- 
dent  suggest  that  this  committee  should  report  lo 
him,.  aM  what  does  he  suggest  should  be  repoUed 
to  him  %  '*  They  might  report  to  the  Executive 
such  defakalions  as  were  found  to  exist,"  says  the 
message,  and  for  whati  "  With  a  view  to  a  prompt 
removal  firom  office."  But  what  further  are  the 
ooDsmittee  to  do  1  "  And  report,  also,  to  Congress, 
M  the  commencement  ef  each  session,"  what! 
"  The  result  of  their  examinations  and  proceed- 
ings." Is  here  an  attempt  to  evade  the  Legislature, 
and  draw  power  to  the  Executive  1  The  power  of 
remMral  from  office  rests  with. tbe  President  by  the 
constitution,  and  it  is  only  to  advise  him  when  the 
easercise  of  that  power  is  required  for  tbe  safety  ef 
tbe  public  money,  (hat  a  report  to  him  from  the 
QOttmittee  pf  examination  is  suprested.  Ls  that  an 
attempt  to  degfade  the  legislative  power  and  bring 
it  into  soliser  V  iency  to  the  executive  %  Does  it  man- 
ifest a  disposition  to  bring  down  Congress  from  its 
high  estate  1  Who  would  hold  a  commiitee  of 
Congress  blameless  which  should  find  a  defalca- 
tion such  as  is  cootemplaied  in  the  me.ssage,  and 
should  not  ia^mediaiely  report  the  deiauliiog 
offieei  to  the  President,  '*  with  a  view  to  a  prompt 
removal  from  office"  ol  the  delinquent?  Would  a 
siBfle  Senator  who  heard  him  hold  a  commUtee 
•guiltless  which  should  omit  this  plain  public  duty  7 
was  it.  then  a  crime  in  the  President  to  suggest  the 
perforuMUiee  of  it  li  Or  was  it  an  ofiende  against 
Congress  to  mention,  as  proper,  what  all  were  com- 
pelled lo  admit  would  be  an  imperious  obligation  1 
ue  could  not  anticipate  such  a  conclusion  from 
such  premises.  Was  it,  then,  fair  ot  candid  to 
have  eomahented  with  such  severity  upon  the  sug- 
gestion, and  not  to  have  slated  the  object  of  the  re- 
port proposed  to  be  raa^e  to  the  President,  or  the 
fact  that  a  full  and  perfect  report  to  Congress  was 
ak^  Tecommended  1    He  couid  not  so  consider  it. 

Had  the  remarks  which  bad  fallen  from  tbe  Sen- 
ator proceeded  from  one  of  the  gentlemen  declaredly 
in  the oppesitioD,  his  surprise  would  have  been  less. 
They  did  not.always,  in  the  warmth  of  debate,  and 
acting  under  feelings?  of  general  political  hostility, 
feel  bound  to  give  their  opponents  an  opportunity 
lo  be  heard  before  they  bestowed  censures,  nor  did 
they  always  find  it  suitable  to  their  purposes  to  state 
the  whole  case  upon  which  to  found  the  inferences 
they  might  wish  to  draw.  But  from  a  Senator 
standing  in  the  relation  to  the  Administration 
which  he  had  supposed  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia did,  he  had  expected  fairness  and  candor,  at 
leai^t;  that  if  a  judgment  of  condemnation  must  be 
rendered,  it  would  be  after,  and  not  before,  an  op- 
portunity had  been  affi)rded  to  present  tbe  facts 
upon  which  it  must  rest;  and  thai  a  statement  of 
tlie  whole  case  would  be  spread  upon  the  record. 

He  had,  however,  dpubUess  mistaken  the  posi- 
tion of  the  Senator.  He  remembered  that  some 
person  hadj  during  the  summer  past,  defined  the 
condition  of  a  certain  political  party  of  tbe  coun- 
try to  be  that  of  "  an  armed  neutrality,"  in  refer- 
ence lo  the  two  great  contending  parties  of  the  ddy. 
Of  this  partyl  he  believed  the  Senator  called  him- 
self a. member,  and  from  his  speech  of  this  day  it 
was  plain  that  he,  Mr.  W.,  must  have  been  mista- 
ken as  to  the  true  detnition  of  an  "  armed  neutral- 
ity." He  had  supposed  it  indicated  a  relation 
purely  defensive,  but  he  must  suppose,  iVom  the 
example  the  Senator  had  presentea,  that  it  was  one 
wholly  offensive ;  that  it  was  exclusively  bellij[er- 
ent,  and  authorised  ofieosive  war  upon  all  parties. 
In  this  sense,  all  cause  for  his  surprise  and  disap- 
pointment was  removed.  But  if  there  was  asy 
thing  uf  neutrality  in  the  relaiion  in  which  the 
Senator  bad  placed  himself  to-day  towards  the 
party  to  which  he  belonged,  it  was  surely  an  atmed 
neutrality. at  the  best. 

[To  these  remarks  Mr.  Rives  replied  at  some 
lengih,  and  Mr.  Wright  rejoined  in  a  ^ery  few' 
wordsj  and  substantially  as  follows :} 

M,r.  WwoHT  said  he  did  not  wish  to  protract  this 
debate,  and  he  found  it  so  impossible  to  make  him- 
self understood  by  the  honorable  Senator  [Mr.r 
l^ivsfl]  that  he  should  not  atiempt  to  answer  him' 
farther.  He  would  farther  assure  the  gentleman v 
and  the  Senate,  that  be  should  not  permit  himself,! 
in  any  degree,  to  partake  of  the  heat  and  passion 
which  had  characterized  the  last  remarks  to  which 
they  had  lis^tenedJ  He  rose  fut  asingie  purpose,  td 
C0Ji«et.i^MOfiW€ir|oi»  'J!he.Se«(Ettor  ha,dre|?j:esenj^(| 


Mr.W.  asmenacing  him  with  Executive  displeasure; 
as  attempting  to  terrify  him  by  the  dread  of  Execu- 
tive censures.  He  had  done  no  such  thing,  nor  had 
he,  to  his  knowledge,  said  anything  from  which 
such  an  inference  could  be  possibly  drawn.  The 
Senate  were  the  witnesses  of  what  be  had  said;  and 
he  appealed  to  them,  individually  and  collectively, 
to  say  if  the  laiiguage  he  had  used  was  possibly 
susceptible  of  any  such  interpretation.  He  would 
go  farther,  and  say  that  no  intention  to  use  language 
of  that  character  had  existed  in  his  mind,  and  he 
could  not  think  he  had  made  expressions  so  foreign 
from  his  feelings  and  intentions.  He  was  not  au- 
thorized to  speak  of  Executive  displeasure  or  to 
wield  Executive  censures,  nor  had  he  attempted  to 
do  either. 

A  single  other  remark.  If  the  inference  which 
might  follow  from  tbe  last  remark  of  the  Senator 
was  intended  for  him,  he  repelled  and  s|)urned  ii. 

[Mr.  Riv£s  rose  as  Mr.  W.  was  resuming  his  seat, 
and  inquired  to  what  remark  of  his  Mr.  Wricuit 
alluded,  saying  he  did  not  know  what  allusion  was 
intended.] 

Mrl'  Wright  said  he  understood  the  Senator  to 
have  closed  with  the  words,  "  /am  no  va^si^-al  of  the 
President.  Let  the  Senator  from  New  Yorl^  un- 
derstand that." 

(Mr.  RivEs,  turning  from  Mr.  Wright,  and  ad- 
dresiiiig  tbe  Senate,  said,  I  am  not  a  vassal  of  the 
President,  or  any  one  else,  and  1  wish*  that  under- 
stood everywhere.] 

Mr.  ira^ES  remarked  that  the  war,  among  itc»- 
irals,  had  become  so'  warm,  at  least  on  one  side, 
that  it  might  be  dangerous  for  him,  being  a  quiet, 
peaceable  man.  to  interfere,  even  for  the  purpose 
of  moderating  the  fiercen^,of  the  conflict.  He  cer- 
tainly felt  obliged  to  the  Senator  from  Virginia, 
[Mr.  Riv£B]for  introducing  these  resolutions;  he 
desired,  as  much  as  the  Senator,  a  full  investiga- 
tion of  the  conduct  of  the  officers  of  the  Treasury 
in  the  management  of  the  finances.  The  inquiries 
were  all  very  proper ;  at  any  rate,  he  had  no  objec- 
tion to  any  of  them,  or  any  others  which  the  Senator 
may  choo.se  to  make.  It  there  has  been  any  illegal 
or  improper  connexion  between  the  Treasury  and 
the  Bank  of  the  United  Stales,  or  any  oiher  banks, 
he  would  be  one  of  the  last  tojostify  it.  He  would 
not,  however,  imitate  the  Senator's  example  of  con- 
denming  the  Secretary  first,  and  then  inquire  into 
his  couduct.  This  was  not  in  accordance  with  his 
notions  of  justice  and  propHeiy,  although,  perhaps*, 
it  may  be  with  those  of  this  hew  school  ofpolilicians, 
belonging  to'the  "armed  neulraliiy." 

Mr.  N.  said  he  should  vote  for  the  resolutions, 
and  could  assure  the  honorable  Senator  that  he 
would  have  voted  for  tliem  without  the  eloquent 
and  very  temperate  speech  by  wUich  they  had  been 
sustained.  He  thought  well  of  the  rexoluiions,  and 
would  not  stop  to  inquire  what  the  motives  or  object 
of  the  mover  might  oe;  it  was  to  be  pre>uined  that 
they  were  purely  patriotic,  and  having  leference 
solely  to  the  public  interest.  And  he  wa-s  so.Ty  he 
could  not  say  as  much  of  the  Senator's  speech ;  but 
it  c^id  appear  to  Mm  that  that  was  not  exactly  in  the 
right  tone  j  it  was  a  little  loo  warm  for  a  neutral, 
aod  especially»as  the  occasion  seems  lo  have  been 
sought  by  the  Senator. 

The  substance  of  it  also  appeared  to  him  lo  bi^ 
somewhat  objectionable.     Resolutions  are  o/fered 

Sroposing  certain  inquiries  louchiu^  the  conduct  of 
le  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and  on  the  conside- 
ration of  these  resolutions,  the  Senator  makes  a 
speech  full  ol  crimination,  condemning  the  Secre- 
tary for  the  very  acts  about  which  the  resoloiion  asks 
for  information.  It  seemed  le  Him  that  it  would 
have  been  quite  as  oiandidand  fair  lo  have  obtnineil 
tbe  information  first,  and  then  to  have  predioated 
the  accusations  upon  it. 

But  what  have  we  wimessed  7  A  resolution  of  in- 
quiry is  inljodoced,  which  is  iiiiniecliately  chanjjed 
mioal)ill  of  indictment  against  ihe  Adminisiia- 
tion  and  all  it«5  .supporters.  And  what  is  the  proof 
by  which  the  charges  preferred  ih  Ibis  bill  of  in- 
dictment are  attempted  lo  be  sustained  1  Why,  i! 
is  the  declarations  and  accusations  of  ihe  avowed 
and  sworn  enemies  of  the  Adininistratiou)  llie  sta'e- 
ments  and  chargies  of  the  most  reckless  pnd  de- 
praved of  Uie  Opposition  presbcs.  whoe  voca  I.  ii  it 
is  to  falsify  and  misrepresent  eveiy  ad  and  n)ea- 
sure  of  the  Government, right  or  wrong.  And  first 
and  foremost  of  this  formidable,  array  of  wiiT)es«es, 
is  introduced  a  very  imj)ortant  person,  who  has 
acted  a  conspicuous  part  in  the  seven  years'  war, 
to  which  the  Senator  has  alluded.  This  is  no  less 
a  personage  thaal^ichoIasBiddle,  6ms  of  the  betfi- 
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gerent  parties  lo  this  very  war.  Well,  what  does 
this  witness  say  in  sapport  of  the  genileman's  bill 
of  indictment  1  Why  ne  says  that  the  war  between 
the  Government  and  the  Bank  has  ceased:  that 
peace,  or  at  least  a  truce,  has  taken  place  *,  that  he 
has  had  a  negotiation  with  the  Government,  and 
purchased  in  his  bonds ;  and  i%at  the  Government 
has  treated  him  very  fairly  and  honorably. 

Now,  sir,  (said  Mr.  N.)  although  1  have  no  fault 
to  find  with  this  testimony,  yet,  as  the  Senator 
boasted  that  this  wimess  stood  so  high  in  reputation 
that  he  could  not  be  impeached,  he  was  disposed 
to  offer  a  witness  standing  equally  high  lb  impeach 
him.  The  witness  he  had  to  oner  was  this  same 
Nicholas  Biddle,  who,  in  his  celebrated  manifesto, 
issued  00  the  5lh  of  April  last,  gave  his  testimony  re* 
garding  this  war.  He  said  that  it  was  a  war  carried 
on  by  the  Grovemment,  against  the  "  credit  system ;" 
that  both  parties  were  in  the  field  face  to  face  -,  that  h 
was  a  life  and  death  strugglcj  a  war  of  extermination, 
in  which  there  could  be  no  compromise  or  accom- 
mudaiion,  but  that  one  or  the  other  must  fall.  Now, 
according  to  this  witness  last  ApriL  there  can  hare 
been  no  peace  or  truce  between  the  Qevemmeot 
and  the  bank,  much  less  an  alliance  offensive  and 
defensive,  as  the  Senator  intimates,  if  the  asser- 
Fertions  of  Mr.  Biddle,  at  one  time,  are  in  direct 
eontiadietion  to  bis  statements  at  another,  accord- 
ing to  the  rules  of  testimony,  he  was  a  discredited 
witness,  and  his  testimony  must  go  for  nothing. 

Of  the  01  her  witness,  on  whom  the  Senator  has 
r<;lied  to  suppo.rt  his  charges  against  the  Adminis- 
traiion,  cooMsting  of  the  iSaltiinore  Chronicle  and 
other  Opposition  presses,  he  was  not  disposed  to 
speak.  Ir  the  Senator  looks  to  such  sources  for 
correct  inf  irmation  concerning  the  acts  of  the  Ex- 
ecutive officers,  be  was  not  disposed  to  follow  him 
into  that  field.  How  long  the  Senator  had  been  in 
the  habit  of  judging  of  the  measures  of  the  Admin- 
istration, from  information  derived  from  such 
&ources,  Mr.  N.  could  not  say ;  but  he  believed  tbe 
time  was  not  distant,  when  tn«  Senator  had  as  lit- 
tle confidence  in  the  statements  of  these  k(mesi  bank- 
organs,  as  he  had  himself. 

This,  Mr.  President,  is  the  testimony  on  which 
such  serious  charges  are  made  against  the  Admin- 
istration, and  sustained  with  so  much  earnestness 
and  warmth.  And  not  only  have  the  past  acts  of 
the  Executive  and  Secretary  been  condemned  on 
intelligence  derived  from  such  sources ;  but  the  ftt 
•ture  and  intended  measures  of  the  Administration 
are  ascertained  from  the  same  honest  channels  of 
jnfo;matiun.  Lookmg  at  the  Administration 
through  such  a  medium,  both  to  discover  what 
has  done  and  what  it  intends  to  do,  who  can  doubt 
that  the  Senator  will  form  a  most  candid  and  im- 
partial judgment  of  its  measures  and  purposes. 

Mr.  N.  said  he  did  not  propose  to  io  into  the 
various  matters  which  had  been  introduced  into 
this  debate,  or  to  notice  the  numerous  charges  and 
insinuations  against  the  Administration  which  had 
been  thrown  out. 

His  principal  object  was  to  call  attention  to  sev- 
eral positions  which  had  been  assumed.  The  first 
ivud  most  important  was  the  declaralion  that  the 
seven  years*  war  was  at  an  eud.  That  the  Govern- 
nent  had  not  only  given  up  the  contest,  but  had 
been  obliged  to  succumb  to  the  bank,  and  had 
made  a  dishonorable  pe.ace,  and  even  entered  in- 
to an  alliance,  defensive:  and  offensive,  with  the 
bank.  He,  Mr.  N.,  congratulated  the  Senate  and 
the  country  on  this  hlg  ily  important  fact,  (about 
which  he  supposed  there  could  now  be  no 
doubt.  Ii  was  announced  the  other  day  by  Mr. 
Biddle  himself;  but  coming  in  rather  a  ques- 
tionable .shape,  andj  connected  with  other  mar- 
vellous statements  of  the  doings  of  tbe  lanlf,  many 
doubted  it.  It  is  now,  liowerer,  confirmed  by  the 
honorable  Senator  froci  Virgin  laj  and  by  the 
mouth  of  two  witnesses  every  fact  shall  be  estab- 
lished. Surely,  sir,  it  should  be  a  subject  of  gen- 
eral rejoicing  thai  this  long  controversy  is  closed  ; 
that  this  .seven  years'  war  is  terminated  ;  that  peace 
again  reigns  in  our  border-*.  For  several  years 
past,  and  particularly  during  the  extra  and  the  last 
session  of  Congress,  we  heard  liule  else  from  the 
other  side  of  this  hall,  whether  from  the  large  or 
small  divi'^ion  of  the  Onposriirm,  but  war  speeches 
and  panic  speech cv.  The  war  of  the  Government 
upon  the  banks  was  held  up  to  the  c^ountry  as  th? 
mostaIarmi.)gj»iaie  of  things;  as  having  o<*casione(l 
the  prostration  of  credit,  the  derangement  of  the 
currency,  the  suspension  of  the  banks,  the  rain  o(  t 
commerce^d  tne  entire  bosiness  of  the  country.  [  ^ 
Even  oar  #V2l  institmionS,  and  the  ItbMi^  ^  Ui^ .  | 


country,  were  to  be  overthrown  by  this  erael  and 
relentless  war  which  the  Government  was  waging 
against  the  hanks.  The  mast  eloquent  appeals 
were  made  to  the  people,  to  arowe  fh>m  their 
tethargy,  and  interpose  ineir  mighty  arm  be* 
fore,  it  was  too  laie  and  save  their  dearest  interests 
from  destruction.  The  interest  of  the  banks  was 
the  interest  of  the  people ;  and  a  war  upon  the 
banks  was  a  war  upon  the  people— a  war  which 
affected  every  class  and  every  interest,  the  rich  and 
the  poor,  the  high  and  the  low,  the  capitalist  and 
the  laborer,  all  were  suffering,  languishing  under 
the  effects  of  this  ruinous  and  destructive  war  upon 
the  banks  and  the  credit  system. 

This  is  the  language,  sir,  which  but  a  few  months 
since  was  almost  daily  heard  within  these  walls. 
Hostility  to  the  banks  and  the  credit  system  was 
the  great  and  besetting  sin  of  the  Administration, 
which  swallowed  up  all  others.  But  what  do  we 
hear  now  from  the  same  quarter  1  Why,  sir,  will 
it  be  believed  when  it  goes  forth  to  the  oomilry, 
that  a  Senator  who  was  most  zealous  and  oonsiaat 
in  declaring  and  repeating  the  charges  of  hostili- 

Sf  to  the  banks,  is  now  the  first  to  arraign  and  con- 
emn,  unheard,  the  same  Administration  for  hav- 
ing terminated  a  war  which  was  declared  to  be  so 
destructive  to  the  best  interests  of  tbe  country— of 
having  succumbed  to  the  monster,  and  made  a  dia- 
honorable  peace,  and  formed  a  dangerous  alliance 
with  him. 

What,  sir,  are  we  to  think  of  this  1  Were  aentle- 
men  then  sincere  2  Did  they  really  believe  m  the 
actual  existence  of  a  war,  prosecuted  by  the  Gov- 
ernment against  the  banks  and  its  minons  conse- 
?uences,  which  filled  them  with  nich  fearful  appre- 
ien.sions;  or  were  they  attempting  to  hold  up  this 
bugbear  to  frighten  the  people,  to  alarm  their  imag- 
inations, to  exasperate  their  feelings,  the  more 
effectually  to  enlist  them  in  the  only  war  which  had 
any  real  existence  in  fact— a  war  by  the  politicians, 
aided  by  the  banks,  upon  the  Administration  anda- 
maiority  of  the  people  who  sustained  it. 

Surely,  sir,  if  the  gentlemen  believed  in  the  ex- 
istence of  the  bank  war,  of  which  they  have  had  so 
much  to  say,  and  the  evils  of  which  they  have 
portrayed  in  such  glowing  colors,  they  should  be 
the  first  to  rejoice  at  the  return  of  peace;  at  a 
restoration  of  a  good  understanding  oetween  the 
Government  and  the  banks. 

These  gentlemen  of  the  armed  neutrality  appear 
to  be  very  difficult  to  please.  During  tbe  last  two 
sessions,  the  whole  burden  of  their  complaints  was 
the  hostility  of  the  Administration  to  the  banks ; 
and  now  they  arraign  the  same  Administration, 
pursuing  the  same  general  policy,  for  being  too 
friendly  to  the  banks,  and  for  forming  an  alliance 
with  Mr.  Biddle's  bank.  But  whether  these  neu- 
trality politicians  are  pleased  with  this  new  aspect 
of  thmgs  or  not,  it  must  be  gratifying  to  all  who 
have  confided  in  their  speeches  and  declarations 
heretofore,  to  learn  that  this  great  source  of  danger 
and  mischief  to  all  their  interests— (he  bank  war- 
is  at  an  end. 

Mr.  N.  said  there  was  another  point  which 
seemed  te  be  conceded  in  this  debate,  which  he 
also  thought  a  subject  of  just  congratulation.  It 
was,  that  the  danger  of  a  Treasury  bank,  which 
was  so  alarminjr  at  the  last  session,  had  entirely 
disappeared.  The  country  had  escaped  that  awful 
peril.  We  were  then  told  that  that  *' execrable 
measure,^  the  Independent  Treasury,  would  result 
in  a  Treasury  bank,  springmg  from  the  revenues 
of  the  Government  and  the  drafts  and  transfers  of 
the  Treasurer.  The  Sub-Treasury  plan  has  been 
in  practical  openation  during  the  past  year,  and 
does  not  appear  to  have  resulted  in  a  Treasury 
bank.  Instead  of  that,  we  are  now  told  of  an  alli- 
ance between  the  Treasury  and  the  Bank  of  the 
United  Syues. 

There  was  another  subject  of  congratulation, 
which,  if  not  conceded  in  the  debate,  was,  he 
thought,  fully  established  by  what  we  have  witness- 
ed on  this  occasion.  He  alluded  to  the  '*  halfi^y 
house."  That  was  gone,  demolished,  and  swept 
away  with  the  bank  war  and  the  Treasury  bank. 
Sir,  it  is  gone :  not  a  vestige  of  it  remains ;  and  its 
tenants  made  a  timely  retreat  from  it  before  its 
fall,  and  passed  on  to  the  end  of  the  road  in  which 
ibey  had  started,  and  have  now  arrived  at  the  mar- 
ble palace,  where  they  were,  no  doubt,  kindly  re* 
ceived  by  the  old  occupants,  with  the  friendly  salu- 
ration,  *'  Gentlemen,  we  are  happy  to  see  you ;  will 
you  please  be  seated,  and  make  yourselves  at  home." 

Tnesechanees  were  all  important;  he  rejoiced 
at  them,  and  aid  not  doubt  that  the  coomiy  would 


rqoice.   We  have  got  clear  of  the  Bank  war  li 
the  iBUBinent  danger  of  a  Treasury  teak,  iodcT 
the  half-way  boose,  which  was  an  obstacle  oaiD 
sides;  the  coast  now  seemed  to  be  prettv  nnd^ 
clear.     We  have,  however,  it  seems,  an  anaed 
neutrality,  a  belligerent  peace  party,  or  neatnli 
who  co-qperate  with  one  of  thebelligureats.  OftS 
**  armed  neutrality,"  of  which  the  Senator  (ran 
Virginia  seems  to  admit  himself  the  head,  he  wooU 
say  nothing,  as  he  did  not  perhaps  undentiadin 
true  character.    But  he  knew  something  of  nai. 
tral  politicians,  whether  armed  or  nnaraied;  he  bad 
watched  the  course  of  them  for  thirty  yean,  u4 
from  the  days  of  Aaron  Burr  tt>  the  present  \m, 
they  had  always  been  the  same.    The  hiaUMyof 
one  was  the  history  of  all.    He  knew  well  wte 
their  neutrality  was  in  its  first,  second,  aadtloid 
stage.    All  desertera  from  the  Democratic  paity 
at  first  assume  the  character  of  neutrals,  or  no  -pinr 
men ;  and  whilst  in  this,  transiiioo  state,  wkia 
was  sometimes  a  longer  andsomttimesaahoncr 
period,  they  carry  on  a  war  against  their  old 
friends  and  ohi  principles,  under  their  Mfig, 
This,  sir.  has  been  the  course  of  neutral  lad  so- 
party  politicians  in  this  country.  Whilst  laaiBtiifr 
ing  tfo  character  of  armed  neutrals,  they  figlit 
under  a  piratiea]  flag;  and  at  the  end  of  six  moBtls 
or  one  year,  they  throw  to  the  winds  the  Deow- 
cratic  banner,  and  take  their  station  in  theiankioC 
their  former  enemies;  when  aiker  bavmg,  fersom 


has  ever  wimessed.  For  tlie  truth  of  this  oiaicmeiu, 
be  appealed  to  the  poUticsd  history  of  the  eouatiy; 
he  appealed  to  existing  fads.  liook  roond  ihoK 
halls,  look  into  the  ^taie  Legislatures,  cast  yov 
eye  over  the  whole  country ;  take  a  view  of  reoent 
alarming  scenes  which  are  now  enacting  in  ooe  cf 
the  great  States  of  this  Union,  and  then  say  vi» 
are  the  most  violent,  unscrupulous,  andreekliai 
political  partisans  in  uie  conntry ;  who  posh  seHUt 
party  measures  to  the  greatest  extreme^  bretkiiff 
over  the  barrieis  of  the  coaslitatian  and  lavs,  ui 
trampling  right  and  jni^ce  under  their  feet  1  k 
will  be  found,  sir,  in  almost  every  instance,  thit 
the  bold,  daring,  and  reckless  pmitieiaas,  are  de- 
serters from  the  poj^lar  cause,  and  at  sone  short 
period  have  declaimed  eloquently  against  thi 
abuses  of  party.  Mr.  N.  said  he  spoke  of  gesenl 
principles,  but  made  no  application  of  then;  ke 
^passed  no  judgment  upon  the  motives  and  piujpoMs 
of  any  one ;  be  presumed  all  here  to  be  aotDalol 
by  high  and  honorable  motives. 

The  Senator  iVom  Virainia  concluded  wkh  si 
eloquent  appeal  to  the  friends  of  the  Adoiniaia* 
tion  to  throw  aside  tlKir  gravelling,  selfisb,piiif 
purposes,  to  break  asunder  the  trammels  of  pm 
and  elevate  their  views  to  the  great  intecettof 
their  conntry.  This  appeal,  sir,  under  other  dt- 
cumstances,  might  have  been  commendaUe;  ^ 
might  have  been  worthy  of  the  8eoatt>r,  andh«aof- 
able  to  the  noble  Ck»mmonwealth  he  repreMSlj. 
But  tmder  what  circumstances  was  it  msdet  tt 
was  the  conclusion  of  a  speech  uncalled  for  ^tke 
occasion,  intemperate  in  its  tone,  and  thron^QV 
characterized  by  unfounded  and  unso^paitM 
charges  and  criminations  against  the  Adnuainia^ 
tion  and  all  its  supporters. 

If  aprofessed  mend,  said  Mr.  N.,  should  MM 
me  in  the  street,  and  after  abumng  me  with  ban 
words,  beat  me  over  the  head  with  his  cane,  tm 
then  say  to  me,  **  Sir,  let  na  now  be  friends;  tktfe 
strifes  and  contentions  not  anly  render  us  ualiam 
but  they  are  annoying  to  the  whole  commnniiy;  w 
us  elevate  our  filings  above  these  low  sod  bitt 
passions."  In  such  a  caae,  I  sboold  be  a  liuk*- 
clined  to  doubt  the  sincerity  of  the  eloquent  appu 
made  to  my  more  elevated  feelings. 

Who  has  betrayed  any  warmth  of  party  (mH 
in  this  debate,  or  during  the  present  sessioo,  w* 
it  be  the  Senator  himself  1 

He  speaks  of  the  high  and  exalted  coosidentMai 
by  which  he  is  actuated,  rising  above  the  nu^^ 
party,  and  looking  on  ly4o  the  great  interests  of  A* 
country.  Of  the  Senator's  motives,  aims,  aB^|M^ 
poses,  ne  had  nothing  to  say;  btH  he  wvbrd  v 
gentleman  to  undeniand,  tliat  however  pare,  oi^ 
terested,  or  elevated  thev  may  be,  they  are  ir 
more  so  than  those  of  tbe 'Senators  to  wh<Hn  be  v- 
dressed  his  appeal. 


We  aie  called  on  lo  abandon*  the  ruinoos  Sih 
reasury  scheme,  and  are  told  that  it  hss  InA 
condemned  by  the  country.    Is 


Treasury  scheme,  and  are  told  that  it  hss  1 
condemned  by  the  country.    Is  ibe  SeaatoMP* 
sure  he  is  not  mistaken  t    Ocf  npyinf  the  pot* 
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im  4m9,  at  tlie  head  eCan  armed  neotiaUty,  he  may 
Hot  imre  been  the  most  impartial  observer  of 
paasiDg  events.  Sir,  a  greater  mistake  was  never 
-made.  No  impartial  observer  can  have  mistaken 
the  elections  tM  the  past  year.  They  have  spoken 
a  langnnge  which  cannot  well  be  misunderstood. 
The  financial  question  has  been  before  the  country ; 
it  had  been  discussed,  examined,  and  is  becoming 
imderstood.  The  people  have  looked  at  it,  not  in 
its  details,  bdt  at  the  great  principle  of  the  entire 
dstcenneciion  of  the  finances  of  the  Government 
itom  those  of  the  banks,  who  desire  to  use  the  pnh- 
lic  money'  for  their  own  benefit,  and  they  are  satis- 
led  that  It  is  founded  in  risht  and  jnstice.  That 
keaoa^hforthem;  they  wish  lo  look  no  further. 
-Whether  it  will  injure  the  banks  or  not,  is  of  no 
fiooseqneiice  with  them ;  if  satisfied  the  measure  is 
jighc  and  jost,  they  desire  to  see  it  carricfd  out. 
The  mass  of  the  people  are  honest,  and  they  ]ove 
jostice  above  all  things.  The  onhr  difficulty  has 
been  that  the  subject  was  not  sufficiently  under- 
stood. That  difficulty  is  pa.ssin^  away.  The  peo- 
ple now  understand  this  question :  they  have  ex- 
amined it  and  decided  upon  i(.  It  is  no  longer 
In  the  power  of  all  the  combined  talents  in  these 
IttLlIshdweVer  great  Jte  mystify  this  subject  or  hood- 
"Wink  the  peojne.  They  have  considered  it  well, 
and  the  elections  have  announced  their  verdict ; 
their  voice  has  been  heard  from  the  mountains  to 
the  valleys,  and  from  the  lakes  to  the  Atlantic. 
h  is  the  voice  of  approbation.  If  this  question  could 
this  di^  be  fairly  submitted  to  tht;  direct  action  af 
the  people,  at  least  two-thirds  of  the  electors  in  the 
uoited  Stales  Ironld  be  found  in  itsfavor.  And  yet 
we  are  eaUed  on  U}  abandon  the  measure,  on  the 
^loond  that  it  has  been  eondenuied  by  the  people, 
and  told  that  it  is  a  mere  party  meaisure.  To  aban- 
don it,^  sir,  would  be  to  betray  our  trusts,  to  betray 
the  people,  to  disregard  their  known  will,  to  tram- 
pie  upon  their  rights.  Yet  this  is  the  way  the  Sen- 
ator mvokes  us  to  elevate  our  minds  above  the  low, 
selfish,  and  grovelling  purposes  of  party. 

Mr.  N.  said  he  forbore  to  notice  various  other 
matters  touched  upon  by  the  Senator,  as  his  princi- 
pal o^eci  in  rising  was,  to  call  the  aUeniion  of  the 
Senate  and  the  country  to  the  new  posUiaru  which 
•re  assamed.  Sir,  the  alarming  evils  which  have 
so  long  threatened  the  ruin  of  the  country,  have 
soddeniy  disappeared,  and  that  without  any  change 
of  pKdicy  on  tne  pan  of  the  Administration ;  for  to 
regard  the  negotiation  of  a  bond  to  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States  as  consiitntiaff  a  change,  would  be 
trilling  with  the  subject.  The  bank  war,  which 
had  so  long  affiicied  the  country,  bringing  so  many 
evils  in  its  train,  is  at  last  terminated.  The  day  of 
panics  is  gone,  and  We  may  now  expect  quiet  and 
prosperity.  The  Sub-Treasury  bill  is  ih  practical 
operation,  and  we  have  escaped  that  great  and 
alarming  peril,  a  Treasury  Bank.  We  nave  also 
got  rid  of  the  half-way  house,  and  nothing  now  re- 
mains but  the  armed  neutrality,  and  that  ever  fertile 
theme  of  declamation.  Executive  influence.  That, 
^ir,  still  remains,  and  will  remain  as  long  as  this 
Government  endures.  It  hasr  been,  now  is,  and  will 
oontimie  to  be,  a  subject  about  which  many  great, 
TKDod,  and  just  men  will  entertain  apprehensions  of 
•danger  to  our  institutions;  and  they  will  eloquently 
-ttd  enrnestly  warn  the  people  against  this  oanger. 
In  his  opinion,  this  was  not  the  weak  point  in  our 
political  fortress;  it  was  not  the  place  where  the 
i&st  breach  would  be  made.  But  whilst  many 
kone^  and  good  men  will  point  to  this  source  of 
danger,  and  raise  their  warning  voices  against  the 
\  increase  of  Executive  power,  there  will  at  all  times 
be  Mermet^who  will  declaim  eloquently  and  earn- 
estly against  the  abuses  and  the  increase  of  Executive 
power.  Executive  patronage,  and  Executive  influ- 
ence,/i?r  other  and  far  different  motives  and  pur-' 
pous. 


PUBLIC  DEFALCATIONS. 

SPEECH  OfIaR.  DUNCAN, 
Of  Ohio> 
.  M  Anwe  ^  Repre$0tUali9€St  JtuMMry  17,  1839— On 
ihe  reaolntion  providing  fur  the  appomtrneat  of 
a  eommiitee  lo  inquire  into  the  defalcations  of 
\      Samuel  Swart  wont. 

Mr.  DUNC.\N  said  he  had  been  anxious  to  ob- 
ta:n  the  floor  for  some  days,  to  participate  in  the 
discussion  of  this  resolntion,  but  be  had  not  suc- 
enedcd  in  bis  attenpU  to  catch  the  Speaker*^  atten- 


tion) and  although  he  sometimes  feltdisappointed, 
at  the  moment,  that  he  was  not  permitted  to  do 
something  towards  arresting  the  unbroken  torrent 
of  abuse  which  has  been  daily  and  hourly  poured 
upon  the  heads  of  the  Administration,  from  the  first 
day  of  the  session  to  this  time,  yet  be  felt  pleased 
that  his  rights  were  deferred  till  now^  The  un- 
bounded range  which  the  debate  has  taken,  and  the 
unlimited  ]  rivilege  tolerated  by  the  Chair  to  those 
who  had  entered  the  discussion,  by  which  every 
subject  of  the  political  or  human  character,  proper 
and  improper  to  be  talked  of,  here  or  elsewhere, 
has  been  drawn  into  the  vortex  of  discossion,  and 
all  attempted  to  be  made  to  bear  upon  this. Admi- 
nistration, to  its  prejudice,  and  to  the  destruction 
of  the  confidence  of  the  people  in  it,  whose  Admi- 
nistration it  is.  I  say  that  I  do  not  regret  that  I 
have  been  deferred  until  now,  because  the  course 
and  spread  the  debate  has  ^ken  gives  me  a  wider 
space  to  move  in.  I  trust,  sir,  although  I  shall 
deviate  in  many  of  the  remarkis  I  shall  make  from 
the  real  question,  I  shall  not  be  considered  out  of 
order,  provided  my  remarks  go  to  reply  to  the  re- 
marks of  (hose  who  have  preceded  me  in  this  dis- 
cussion; for  I  hold,  sir,  that  when  remarks  are 
made,  in  discussion,  unfavorable  in  their  chaiacter 
to  the  reputation  of  the  Administration,  or  any  in- 
dividual, whether  in  a  public  or  private  station, 
even  if  the  remarks  be  ont  of  order,  yet,  sir.  It 
is  right  that  they  should  be  answered,  at  all  times, 
when  jostice  and  truth  require  it,  without  regard  to 
the  question  or  measure  immediately  under  consi- 
deration. 

Sir,  in  the  remarks  I  am  about  to  make,  1  shall 
feci  bound  to  answer  many  charges  against  the  Ad- 
ministration and  iQc  Republiaan  party,  made  dur- 
ing this  debate.  I  am  aware  inai  many  of  those 
charges  were  made  in  open  vioUition  of  order  and 
the  rules  that  regulate  debate  in  this  House.  And 
it  may  be  said  it  is  equally  out  of  ordei  to  onsiocr 
chaiges,  propositions,  or  arguments,  which  are 
themaehM  out  of  order.  This  may  be  true  in  the 
general,  but  never  ought  to  prevail  at  the  expense 
of  jostice  or  reputation.  I  hope,  then,  sir,  that  1 
shall  be  permitted,  without  interruption,  to  respond 
to  the  charges  to  which  I  allude,  and  to  indulge  me 
in  this  hope  will  be  an  exercise  of  no  more  liberali- 
ty than  has  been  extended  to  those  who  have  made 
them.  That  much  I  have  a  right  lo  look  for.  Thai 
much  I  will  expect. 

As  to  the  object  of  the  resolution,  I  presume 
there  is  Imt  one  opinion.  All  will  agree  that 
Swartwout's  defalcations,  and  the  defalcations  of 
many  other  ofiicers  in  this  Government,  ought  to 
be  exposed;  so  ought  all  persons,  public  and  pri- 
vate, who  either  connive  at  them,  or  by  whose 
neglect  they  may  have  been  permitted  to  occur.  I, 
however,  am  not  aware  that  any  substantial  bene- 
fit can  grow  out  of  the  investigation  now  proposed 
to.be  made.  The  objects  desired  to  be  attained  bv 
the  investigation,  seem  to  me  to  be  in  possession  of 
the  House  and  the  country:  that  is,  that  the  Go- 
vern meat  has  been  defrauded  out  of  near  a  million 
and.a  quarter  of  money,  and  that  the  Conservative 
Whig  scoundrel,  Samuel  Swartwout,  has  done  it 
and  has  placed  himself  far  on  the  other  side  of 
yonr  investigation.  If  an  investigation  can  be' 
made  without  additional  expense  and  loss  to  the 
Government,  or  if  any  portion  of  the  money  can 
be  found,  or  if  there  are  others  within  our  jurisdic- 
tion who  may  have  been  engaged  in  this  stupen- 
dous fraud,  and  who  may  be  brought  to  punish- 
ment by  the  proposed  investigation,  I  am  willing 
and  anxious  for  it;  but  I  protest  against  the  mode 
proposed  of  raising  the  committee  who  shall  make 
this  investigation.  It  is  proposed  to  have 
this  committee  appointed  by  the  House.  I 
object  to  any  innovation  upon  the  usual 
mode.  It  is  the  province  of  the  Speaker  lo 
appoint  oommitlees,  unless  otherwise  ordered  by 
the  House.  I  have  some  objections  to  '^otherwise 
ordering*'  the  appointment  of  this  committee. 
First,  because  it  will  be  a  reflection  upon  the 
Speaker,  whose  character  and  reputa'ion  is  identi- 
fied with  the  character,  reputation  and  honor  of 
this  body;  and  whose  oUicial  cour&e,  while  it  con- 
tinues as  honorable,  able,  impartial  and  dignified 
as  it  has  been,  merits  the  esteem  of  this  Housir,  and 
will  haut'ihe  confidence  of  the  counify.    Second, 


because  I  believe  that  greater  discrimination,  and 
less  party  partiality,  will  be  exercised  in  the  choice 
of  the  committee  if  selected  by  the  Speaker,  than 
wiU  be  exercised  by  the  House.  Third,  because 
there  is  less  responsibility  attached  in  ihe  appoint- 
ment by  the  House  than  by  the  Speaker.  If  by 
the  House,  the  committee  is  responsible.  If  by 
the  Speaker,  we  have  the  responsibility  of  the 
Speaker  and  the  committee. 

It  has  been  intimated  that,  should  the  committee 
be  appointed  by  the  Speaker,  it  will  be  a  **whiU' 
waahing^*  committee.  Sir,  I  object  to  the  appoint- 
ment of  the  committee  by  ihe  House,  because  the 
Whigs  and  their  **lnends  and  allies,*'  the  Conser- 
vatives, have  the  ascendancy  in  this  House,  and  a 
majority  of  that  committee  will  consist  of  Whigs 
and  Conservatives.  Swartwout  was  a  Con- 
servative-Whig. I  am  confident  every  effort 
will  be  used  by  the  committee  to  whitewa.^h  the 
black  frauds  and  corrupt  iniquities  of  Swan  wont, 
and  blackwash  the  Administration.  I  object  also 
to  the  appoinnnent  of  the  committee  by  the  House, 
because  a  part  of  that  committee  may  consist  of 
members  who  have  formed  and  expressed  an  opi- 
nion unfavorable  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
in  relation  to  the  defalcations  of  Swartwout,  whom 
t  CO  isider  wholly  unfit  for  a  place  on  that  commit- 
tee. It  would  be  as  disgraceful  for  ihi«  Hou  e  to 
place  such  a  member  on  that  committee  as  it 
would  be  dishonorable  for  him  to  serve  on  it.  But 
should  the  House  determine  that  this  invej^tigation 
shall  go  on,  and  that  the  House  shall  n))poii)t  the 
committee,  I  hope  that  it  will  not  be  by  ballot,  as 
proposed,  but  that  it  will  be  appointed  viva  voce,  so 
that  the  country  may  understand  and  t^ec  who  i» 
responsible  for  the  character  of  the  committee.  I 
hope  in  this  business  there  will  be  no  dodging.  I' 
hope  every  man  will  **toe  the  mark"  and  show  his 
hand.  We  act  for  our  country,  and  not  for  our- 
selves. Those  we  represent  have  a  right  to  know 
what  we  do.  I  say,  if  this  committve  is  to  be  ap- 
pointed by  the  House,  let  it  be  done  vha  voee. 
Come  out,  gentlemen,  and  show  yoyr  h»nr!5.  I 
hope  we  will  see  no  skulking  behind  the  * 'cotton 
bags." 

Mr.  Speaker,  we  have  been  tossed  and  rolled 
unon  th  waves  of  nartv  and  the  billows  of  faction 
for  some  days,  yes  some  weeks.  And  so  high  has 
run  the  sea  by  party  tempest,  that  we  have  been  in 
danger  of  losing  sight  of  that  harbor  in  which  the 
vessel  of  state  was  destined  to  ride,  by  the  framers 
of  the  Constitution.  There  is  danger  of  lo^iing  sight 
of  those  principles  which  must  be  convidrred  fun- 
damental, and  which  must  continue  to  be  the  basis 
of  our  Government  so  long  as  it  Is  of  a  Republican 
character. 

There  is  no  better  method  of  perpetQating  oar 
free  institutions  than  a  frequent  recurrence  to  first 
principles,  and  a  strict  adherence  to  the  letter  of  the 
Constitution;  nothing  short  of  these  can  secure 
either  perpetuity  to  the  Governmenr,  or  happiness 
to  the  people.  1  believe  that  ours  is  a  Govsimv.ent 
.of  the  people,  and  its  principles  recognise  the  u^hi 
of  the  people  to  govern  themselves,  either  by  them- 
selves, or  by  their  representatives,  legislali\?c?  and  ex- 
ecutive. The  principle  of  self-government  embra- 
ces and  implies  the  capacity  for  self-government; 
and  the  right  and  the  capacity  for  self-itovernment 
implies  and  involves  the  right  to  instruct  ilio^e 
whom  the  people  may  select  to  represent  them  in 
the  law-making  po^'er,  a«  wc!l  as  iho-c  who  may 
be  appointed  to  execute  the  laws.  Indeed,  we  may 
say  that  putlic  opinion  is  the  law  in  tlits  country. 
No  law  can  be  executed  contrary  to  the  j«<;i<niar 
will,  although  it  may  have  all  the  legi.^lativr  i>]..l 
judicial  sanction  necessary  to  ii5  existence;  ypi  obe- 
dience and  submission  to  all  law?,  while  they  exiit, 
are  the  moral  and'political  dui;s  of  every  a^tizen. 
But,  sir,  one  cfthe  highest  duties  we  as  Repre- 
sentatives owe,  or  can  owe,  to  tho"^  we  k  ,<.{»seni, 
is  lo  sustain  those  measures  which  are  the  choice 
of  the  people;  and  the  stronge>t  evidence  ih.-.i  we 
can  have  that  a  given  mea'-ure  is  popular  w;:';.  ihe 
paople,  aad  that  it  is  our  duty  to  carry  that  mea- 
sure oui,  so  far  as  i'  Vpend^iipon  our  official  pov> 
ers,  is  that  we  have  been  clecwd  to  office  wi  h  j;- 
ference  to  thai  measure.  Whan  an  Administration 
is  elected  by  the  people,  upon  political  questions  io^ 
volving  their  interest,  the  vote  which  is  given  in 
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that  election  is  an  expression  of  the  people  in  fa- 
vor of  or  against  it,  (as  the  case  may  be.)  The 
men  who  are  elected,  are  bat  the  instruments  in 
the  hands  of  the  people  to  curry  out  the  policy 
involved  in  those  questions.  The  correctaeas 
of  thesd  propositions  will  not  be  openly  de- 
nied by  any,  but  they  have  been  obliquely  and 
covertly  denied  by  the  whole  Opposition  of  this 
House.  It  is  done  indirectly,  by  making  the  broad 
nud  unqualified  assertion,  that  the  xoiU  of  the  peo- 
ple is  not  manifested  in  the  official  existence  of  this 
Administration,  that  the  people  have  been  blindly 
leJ  into  error  by  designmg  demagognes,  and  that 
the  result  of  the  elections  is  no  evidence  of  what 
may  be  the  wish  or  will  of  the  people.  Sir,  this  is 
carrying  out  a  fundamental  principle  of  the  Fede- 
rdl  party,  so  recognised  and  practised  upon  by  that 
pariy,  from  the  commencement  of  our  Govern- 
ment to  this  lime,  viz:  that  there  is  teo  much 
want  of  integrity,  intelligence,  stability,  and 
moral  rectitude  with  the  common  people  for  self- 
government.  Sir,  I  will,  before  I  take  my  seat, 
say  more  on  this  subject.  I  will  dismiss  it  at  this 
time  with  the  only  declaration  which  the  baseness 
of  the  charge  will  admit  of;  and  on  behalf  of  the 
American  people,  I  fearlessly  prononnce  the  charge 
a  t^dse  slander  upon  their  intelligence,  and  their 
mi>ral  and  political  integrity. 

But,  sir,  have  the  principles  laid  down  in  this 
discussion  by  gentlemen  of  the  Opposition,  corre- 
sponded with  these  fundamental  principles?  Have 
.  they  not  broken  over  eYnry  barrier  that  has  been 
erected  for  the  preservation  of  those  rights  and 
principUs,  which  have  cost  so  muchi  What  terms 
of  reproach  have  not  been  used  in  denouncing  this 
Administration,  and  all  its  leading  measures?  Sir, 
I  repeat,  I  have  ever  heard  that  a  want  of  confi- 
dence in  the  intelligence,  capacity,  stability,  and 
.moral  firmness  in  the  common  people  for  self-go- 
vernment, constitutes  a  leading  feature  in  the  prin- 
ciples of  the  aristocrats  in  other  countries,  and  the 
Federalists  in  this;  but  I  have  never  seen  that  prin- 
ciple 10  maniff  St,  and  so  plainly  developed,  as  it 
h-is  been  in  this  discussion.  These  denunciations 
are  unwarrantable  and  indefensible  in  a  political 
sense,  and  revolutionary  in  their  nature  and  ten- 
dencies. If  ever  there  was  an  administration  of 
the  peo/i^e  since  the  formation  of  our  Government, 
or  if  there  ever  will  be  to  its  final  dissolution,  it  is 
this  Ailmini.siralion.  If  there  ever  were,  or  ever 
will  ke,  measures  which  were,  or  are  to  be,  consi- 
dered the  measures  of  the  people,  the  leading  mea- 
sures of  this  Administration  are  so.  The  chief 
officers  of  the  Administration  have  been  elected  by 
iha  people  wiih  a  full  knowledge  of  their  merits, 
their  principles,  and  iheir  capacities  for  the  eleva- 
ted stations  in  which  they  have  been  placed. 

The  leading  measures  of  this  Administration  are 
the  measures  of  the  people;  all  the  prominent  re- 
commendations contained  in  the  President's  Mes- 
sa;:e  involve  the  same  principles  which  have  re- 
ceived the  decision  and  the  sanction  of  the  people, 
atier  mature  discussion  and  enlightened  delibera- 
liou;  and  now  to  denounce  thera  in  the  unmea- 
sured terms  of  reproach  and  defamation,  as  well 
the  Admini:;tration  as  the  measures  themselves,  is 
to  deny,  in  direct  terms,  as  well  the  capacity  of  the 
pecplc  to  select  their  political  representatives,  as 
their  capacity  to  judge  of  the  fitness  or  unfitness  of 
such  measures  as  directly  involve  their  highest  and 
their  deepest  interests,  and  perfectly  jn  character 
with  the  fact,  that  a  want  of  confidence  in  the  in- 
tegrity and  intellis^ence  of  the  people  constitutes 
a  prominent  and  fundamental  principle  of  the  Fe- 
deral or  aristocratic  party  in  this  country. 

The  President  rcco.;^nise8  the  fact,  that  our  po- 
litical institutions  are  becoming  more  and  more 
under  the  control  of  the  people,  and  that  the  growth 
of  intelligence  is  equal  to  the  duties  of  their  pro- 
tection and  prese;'vaiion.  The  gentleman  fromTcn- 
nes.^ee  [Mr.  Bell]  denies  this,  and  refers  us  to  the 
*'mo6"  in  Pennsylvania,  as  an  evidence  that  such 
16  not  the  fact;  but  thdt  we  are  in  a  state  of  diMrdtr, 
And,  sir,  1  affirm  that  our  political  insitntions, 
.ind  all  the  pure  principles  thereupon  depending, 
.".re  in  a  high  state  of  pieservaiion  and  durability; 
aud  for  the  truth  of  my  affirmation,  I  refer  to  the 
"nwif"  in  Pennsylvania;  and  let  me  say,  that  I 
look  upon  the   proceedings  of  the   Democracy 


("roMie"  as  they  have  Ijere  been  called)  of 
Pennsylvania,  as  a  moat  yalaable  evidence  that 
thisre  is  enough  of  the  Revolutionary  spirit 
of  *76  yet  existing  to  repel  any  attempt 
at  usurpation  of  power  not  recognised  by 
the  institutions  of  oar  country.  The  at- 
tempt at  usurpation  by  the  Bank  Federalists  of 
Pennsylvania,  was  an  attempt  to  establish  power, 
in  violation  of  the  Constitation,  as  well  of  theUnited 
States,  as  of  the  Stale  of  Pennsylvania.  It  was 
an  attempt  at  disorganization,  a  prostration  of  our 
free  institutions,  and  an  eflfort  to  trample  in  the 
dust  the  elective  franchise.  The  workers  of  such 
iniquity  will  only  be  known  hereaAer  in  infamy, 
and  ought  to  be  marked  by  the  frown  and  indig- 
nation of  every  patriot  and  friend  to  his  country. 
It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  Constitution  and  our  free 
institutions,  whenever  and  wherever  assailed,  and 
attempted  to  be  prostrated,  as  they  were  by  the 
hired  Bank  minions  of  Pennsylvania,  may  find, 
such  a  Democracy  for  their  protection  as  that 
which  rallied  to  their  standard  at  Harrisborg. 
Sach  being  the  case,  we  have  nothing  to  fear  from 
all  the  political  demagogues.  Bank  vassals,  and 
stockjobbing  gamblers  that  may  array  themselves 
against  the  country  and  the  Constitution. 

It  was  somewhat  amusing  to  witness  the  calf  of 
Governor  Ritner  upon  the  militia,  to  preserve  er- 
d^r  and  put  down  the  meb ! !  That  was  to  say, 
that  he  desired  the  Democracy,  (for  the  militia  are 
the  Democracy,)  in  their  military  capacity,  to  put 
down  the  Democracy  in  their  civil  capacity,  for 
maintaining  their  Constitution,  and  their  blood 
purchased  liberties;  for  it  was  all  the  work  of  the 
militia,  civil  or  military;  the  Democracy  constitu- 
ted the  **mob,"  and  the  "mob*^  constituted  tlie  mili- 
tary. The  difierence  was  about  the  dififeience  in 
the  boy^  alternate  dinners,  which  was  ronnd  dump- 
lings one  day,  and  square  dumplings  the  next. 
But  if  there  had  been  any  "iwUfng  doteti*'  in 
the  business,  the  object  for  which  the  militia  was 
called,  viz:  to  put  down  the  "mob,*'  Governor  Rit- 
ner and  his  instruments  would  bare  been  the 
first  ^ho  would  have  been  ''put  down."  The 
marble  palace  in  Chestnut  street  and  the  Bank  au- 
tocrat Nicholas  would  have  been  the  next  objects 
that  would  have  been  "put  down,*'  and  that  would 
have  been  al)  the  putting  down  that  wonki  have 
been  necessary  to  have  restored  order  to  society 
and  duration  to  the  free  institutions  of  Pennsylva- 
nia; and  it  stems  that  even  that  has  not  been  ne- 
cessary to  secure  4he  order  which  now  prevails: 
how  long  it  may  4:ontfane  is  a  question  that  has  its 
answer  in  things  not  yet  seen.  Sir,  I  have  said  the 
Democracy  were  the  militia.  This  is  the  case  in 
general;  but  I  have  understood  that  a  part  of  the 
troops  ordered  from  Philadelphia  were  of  the  whire 
fingered  gentry,  in  nnmber  perhaps  one  thousand. 
A  thousand  of  the  wasp-waisted  gentry  to  quell 
the  Democracy  of  Pennsylvania — monstrous !  f  1 . 
Had  this  bandy-legged  regiment  (Whig  militia) 
come  in  contact  with  the  Dutch  Democracy,  the 
fight  would  have  been  a  leg  fight.  It  would  have 
been  like  the  wattle  races  I  have  seen  ran  in  the 
•West;  he  that  ran  the  fastest  received  the  fewest 
stripes.  7*he  Whig  militia  would  have  saved 
themselves  by  the  quality  of  their  heels.  I  think  it- 
was  in  the  battle  of  Pharsalia,  between  the  two 
Roman  generals,  Pompey  and  Csesar;  the  former 
headed  &e  patricians,  (Aristocracy,)  the  latter  the 
plebeians  (Democracy.)  Pompey  placed  his  ca- 
valry, which  consisted  of  the  young  patrician  no- 
blemen, on  the  left  wing  of  his  army;  and  Coesar 
placed  his  pikemen  (hardy  Democrats)  on  the 
right  wing  of  his  ahny,  who  consequently  laced 
Pompey's  cavalry;  just  before  the  action  com- 
menced, Ceesar  passed  in  front  of  his  lines  with 
the  rapidity  of  an  eagle,  to  hi«  pikemen,  and  di- 
rected (hem  to  make  the  attack  with  great  spirit 
and  violence,  and  at  the  onset  to  charge  the  young 
noblemen  with  the  sharp  poitktsof  tl^ir  pikes  m  the 
face;  saying  that  the  preservation  of  the  delioaey, 
beauty,  and  uniformity  of  their  faces  and  features 
was  a  paramonitt  consideration  with  them,  and  of 
more  interest  than  Pompey *»  victory  over  the 
troops  of  Ceesar.  His  directions  were  obeyed;  the 
charge  was  made  in  the  faces  of  the  cavalry,  who 
instantly  wheeled  and  fled.  Such,  sir,  would 
have  been  the  flight  of  the  white  fingered  militia  ot 


Penney  I  vania.  The  intniskm  of  the  veami 
which  the  Almighty  has  placed  at  the  end  of  each 
Democrat's  arm,  into  the  faees  of  Gove rnor  Bit., 
ner's  patrician  militia,  would  have  instaatly  pn* 
dnced  jirecipitate  flight.  I  have  nothing  moie  to 
say  about  the  Pennsylvania  "mo*."  I  woaid  not 
have  said  any  thing  on  the  subject,  but  have  left 
all  discussion  relating  thereto  to  the  honorable  and 
worthy  gentlemen  who  represent  that  State,  had 
not  oUier  members  interfered  who  have  as  Uitle 
interest  in  the  affairs  tti  Pennsylvania  as  I  ka?e, 
and  as  little  btwiness  to  meddle  therewith. 

The  gentleman  from  Teanesee  [Mr.  Bsu]  coft> 
plains  that  the  President  and  Secretary  recMBJMiid 
economy,  and,  beeanae  this  recommeiidaikiais^» 
aented  to  the  public  in  each  Executive  docQiaeBt, 
(he  people  are  thereby  deceived;  and  says  thatntdi 
frauds  upon  "the  credulity  of  the  people  ought  to  be 
stopped;"  that  is  to  say,  the  President  and  heads  ef 
the  Departments  ought  not  to  recommendecoootny 
in  the  administration  of  the  Government.  1  have 
no  dottbt^sir^  bcir  what  these  Executive  recommenda* 
tions  of  econobiy  greaOy  annoy  the  Federal  party, 
whose  unremuing  object  seems  to  be  to  bankmu 
this  Croveri^ment,  jf  there  is  no  other  way  to  breu 
down  this  Administration,  and  prostrate  tha  Demo- 
cratic party.  Yes,  sir^  l  have  no  doubt  but  that  a 
recommendation .froji»  4he  President  and  Saareiaiy 
to  Ooagress,  to  be  libenl,  magnificent,  and  evei 
extravagant,  in  public  expenditures,  would  hate  * 
been'mnoh  more  aiioep«afole  to.the  gentlemaa  aoi 
some  tnore  of  Itia  fiarty;  -Such  a  Roottmeodaioi 
eouM  have  been  used  much  more  conveaiently  for 
Whig  president  malring,  thaa  an  ^economical  r^ 
eominehdation,  nnd  wovk!  have  been  moeh  mote 
in  character  with  the  votes  of  the  gentleman^  pa^ 
ty,  which  the  journals  display. 

Sir,  it  has  ever  been  a  cardinal  point  with  (be 
Democracy,  and  with  every  Democratic  AdmiMa- 
tration,  to  confine  the  public  expenditures  to  tbeab> 
solute  wants  of  the  Gk)vernmenL  Such  a  policy  if 
not  only  indispensable  to  the  purposes  of  ecoaomy, 
but  indispensable  to  keep  the  Govemmeni  witkia 
the  limits  necessary  to  secure  and  perpeuiate  libeity 
to  the  people. 

There  is  nothing- ih&t  can  so  nnieh  endaiger  (he 
free  institutions  of  a  conntiy,  and  the  freedom  o( 
its  cittaens,  at  a  rich  and  poweifol  Govemmeat 
If  the  people- be  rich  and  happy,  (he  Govenmat 
must  be  poor.  If  the  Glovernment  be  rieb  aal 
powerful,  the  people  will  he  poor  and  weak;  Ik 
the  simple  reasons  that  all  rich  Govemmats  tfa 
made  so  by  the  wealth  of  the  people,  and  wbatcwr 
is  taken  from  them  to  enrich  the  GoyernmcBi  mart 
make  them  proportionately  poor;  and  in  pn|^ 
lion  to  the  wealth  of  the  Government,  so  will  it  be 
powerfiil,  and  in  proportion  to  its  power,  so  vift 
the  people  be  weak.  If  the  Government  ia  the 
master,  the  people  will  t>e  slaves;  for  bothcaBBOt 
be  rich,  both  cannot  be  powerful,  nor  can  boihba 
masters.  -I  hope  there  is  no  friend  to  his  eooatty 
of  this  Congress,  or  of  any  other  Congress  toeoM, 
in  all  time,  who  will  hesitate  loeanry  onttbePaH^ 
dent's  recommendation  of  economy  in  ibecxpe»» 
ditures  of  the  Government.  I  say  /  ktfft  (his  i^ 
commendation  may  be  nnnnimodsly  snsiained,  W 
I  fear  such  will  not  be  the  case.  We  have  a  pai^f 
here  (the  party  opposed  to  the  Adminiatrauttt) 
who  seem  to  owe  it  as  a  duty  to  their  princfffci 
and  their  party,  to  oppose  every  measure  that  is «■ 
commended  by  the  Executive  Departmeat,  Or 
brought  forward  by  its  supporters.  It  is  enotip 
that  the  Administration  recommends  a  measas 
to  rally  in  one  concert  howl  the  whole  pack  m 
Oppositionists.  The  Executive  and  the  Secrettiy 
of  the  Treasury  recommend  economy,  present  al 
estimate  of  the  probable  wants  of  the  Goverame>(i 
but  various  works  of  a  public  nature  (and  oaaf 
of  them  unconstitutional)  are  anthoiijiBd  |qf  Gi» 
gress,  and  appropriations  directed  to  carry  tbem 
on,  to  more  than  twice  the  amount  of  (h?  c^ 
mates;  and  if  the  meant  of  Oie  Oovemineirt  hi^ 
pen  to  fall  aAiort,  then  we  have  a  genera!  Meiv 
yelp  of  extravagance,  exfraragancei  proffigi^yi 
and  ruin,  by  the  very  party — yes,  by  the  teryw** 
—who  have  been*  the  means  of  involving  tteCk^ 
viernment  and  bankrupting  the  Treasuiy,  by  it* 
constitutional  and  extravagant  appropnaiioiiSi  tv 
these  are  the  men  who  preach  economy  Id  tbepa^ 
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pis  with  their  li|)8,  but  praeiic«  extra^^ganoe  io 
iiieJrlieKrtB. 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  entered  upon   this  discossion 
with  great  diffidence;  not  tHtt  what  troth,  facia,  and 
ajfameot  are  on  oar  side,  bm  because  ii  is  impo»- 
sible  CO  know  where  to  find  our  enemy.    They  are 
as  inaeoessible  as  the  Semiooles  of  Florida,  who 
skalk  beyond  the  swamps  and  within  the  dense 
hammocks,  or  ihe  Circashians,  who  secure  tnem- 
jeiTes  in  and  upon  the  -inaccessible  Caucasus  o( 
Asia.     Wjis  it  not  for  one  feature  in  the  principles 
audoondoctof  the  modern  Whigs,  they  would  be 
ifflpervioos  to  defeat;  they  woald  be  like  brigands; 
they  would  eat,  drink,  and  sleep  with  the  apparent 
«ocaahiIiiy  of  a  friend  with  those  who  are  the  con- 
staut  subjects  of  their  plunder.    I  say,  if  it  were 
not  for  one  feature  in  their  political  conduct;  that  is, 
neverHxaaittg  hostility  to  the  principles  of  Demo- 
cracy; ihar  is  a  paramount  object,  and  before  which 
tvtiy  thing  else,  moral,  political,  or  religious,  must 
give  way.    That  is  the  link  which  uiutes  them  as 
close  as  the  Siamese  twins.    Our  enemies  have  no 
name;  or  perhaps  they  have  »o  many  names,  that 
little  advantage  could  be  derived  Crom  advertising 
them.    The  number  of  aliases  necessary  to  desig- 
nate them  would  swell  the  price  of  an  advertise- 
ment above  their  value.    I  believe  that  all  honest 
men  regard  a  frequent  change  of  one's  name  as  an 
evidence  of  base  dishonesty  and  fraud.  If  you  hear 
ot  a  man  giving  himself  the  name  of  A  B  at  one  of 
yoar  neighboring  towns^  C  D  at  another,  and  at 
aaoriier  l^P,  you  will  surely  coma  to  the  coaclu- 
sion  that  he  is  a  horse  thief,  a  robber,  or  something 
of  the  kind.    So  in  a  political  sense,  suspicions 
woakt  justly  be  entertained  of  the  political  honesty 
and  inttgriiy   of  a  party    who   are    perpetually 
changing  their  names  with  the  return  of  every  ge- 
neral  and  important  election.    There  is  no  man 
snibciently  watchful  of  his  political  rights,  who 
will   not  look   upon  such  a  parly  with  jealousy 
and  great  suspicion.    Nor  are  the  Federalists  more 
proliilc  of  names  than  they  are  in  principles.  They 
have  a  new  code  of  principles  for  each  election  that 
is  presented.    Whenever  it  is  necessary  to  rally 
upon  a  given  election  of  general  interest,  ifaey  bap-, 
liae  -  themaeWes  wiih  a  new  name,  and  make  such 
ptis^ples  and  maxims  their  watchwords  as  may 
answer  the  particular  case.    Can  I  have  your  at- 
ieation,  feir,  while  1  trace  up  some  of  their  inoonsis- 
teocies,  practised  for  political   efl'ect.    In  1796, 
wbeo  Federalism  had  the  ascendency,  and  over- 
alndowed  every  prospect  of  the  country;  in  the 
TtSiga  of  terror,    when   it  was  common  to  wear 
ai  Mack  cockade,  the  term  Whig  was  then  consi- 
deted  an  opprobrious  ternr,  it  was  synonymous 
with  Democrat,  and  both  only  fit  for  the  lower  cr- 
dens  or,  in  the  Federal  language  of  the  times,  was 
fie  for  4hc   conmum  jpfeople;  while  that  of  Federalist 
was  akmv  fit  for  those  who  were  a  little  uncommon; 
bot  now,  for  political  effect,  the  same  party  have 
taken  the  term  Whig  to  themselves.    The  adoption 
oi  this  cognomen  has  answered  them  some  purpose. 
?l  has  answered  the  purpose  of  gulling  a  few  of  the 
unwary;  but  the  object  of  itt  adoption  begins  to  be 
an&rstood.    It  is  losing  its  charms.    The  Fede- 
ndislB  will  be  compelled  to  take  aaother  name,  to 
VMCt  the  next  Congressional  and  Presidential  elec- 
uona*    The  term  Loco  Foco  is  now  given  m  the 
X>emocracy  by  the  Federalisto,  as  a  taunt  and  a 
term  of  reproach.    I  shall  not  be  astonished  at  all 
if  the  Federalists  should  steal  the  name  from  the 
]>eaiocracy,  and  baptise  themselves  with  it,  before 
^Kbe  year  1840.    We  will  then  have  a  Bank  Fede- 
9«il«>Loco-Foco  party  to  contend  with.    In  1813*14, 
wban  war  was  declared  against  England  for  the 
XBAiei  violent  and  outrageous  trespasses  upon  our 
-  commercial  and  other  rights,  in  the  open  violation  of 
tite  established  laws,  usages  and  customs  of  aa- 
t^oos,  the  Federal  party,  who  were  always  a  lit- 
ite  more  attached  to  the  constitution,  laws  and 
tfoatoms   of   England   than  'to    their   own,   and 
^Jtmmy  deadly  hostile  to  France,  said  tauntingly, 
•^Wtiy  don'i  you  declsire   war  against   France, 
aifod  recover  your   French  spoliation^l    You  are 
S^sting  under  national  degradation.    France  has 
done   you    more  injury   than    England."      Bat 
wr  ac*  was  prosecuted  ^inst  England,  and  termina- 
ted with  the  memorable  battle  of  the  8th  of  Jaaua- 
Ty,  on  the  plains  of  New  Orleans;  a  battle  which 


noL  only  concluded  the  war,  but  shed  a  blaze  of 
patriotism,  and  a  halo  of  glory  over  this  country, 
and  this  nation^  which  no  other  victory  ever  did, 
and  won  laurels  for  those  who  gained  it,  that  will 
bloom  in.memory,when  they  (ay,  and  the  gentleman 
from  Kentucky,  [Mr.  Uxdkrwoud,]  who  rejoiced 
that  there  were  no  cannon  fired  here  on  ihe  8ih  of 
January,)  shall  mingle  with  the  du:»t.  But  the  time 
came  when,  to  save  ihe  nation*;;  honor  and  do  jus- 
tice to  those  whose  rights  had  been  violated,  it 
became  the  duty  of  the  Chief  Magistrate  to  call  the 
attention  of  Congress,  and  of  the  American  peo- 
ple, to  the  redress  of  the  injuries  which  we  had  sus- 
tained by  the  French  spoliations,  and  the  only 
means  left  for  President  Jackson  was  to  recom- 
mend reprisals.  At  this,  the  whole  Federal  party 
started,  as  if  by  one  universal  electric  shock, .  and 
said:  What,  are  you  about  to  declare  war  against 
France  for  the  paltry  sum  of  25,000,000  francs? 
What,  are  you  about  to  involve  this  nation  in  a 
war  with  France,  that  must  deloge  us  in  blood,  and 
sink  us  in  bankroprcy  and  ruin,  for  the  paltry  con- 
sideration of  25,000,000  of  franca*?  Are  yon 
about  to  declare  war  aaain»t  France,  who  assisted 
you  through  with  your  Revolutionary  struggle,  and 
to  whom  you  owe  a  debt  of  gratitude  you  never 
can  pay,  an  obligation  that  never  can  be  can- 
celled, for  the  paltry  consideration  of  25,000,000 
francs? 

Yea,  sir,  this  was  the  cry  then,  and  it  was  howl- 
ed as  loud,  as  long,  and  as  piteously  as  the  croco- 
dile cry  of  corruption,  corruption,  and  panic, 
panic,  is  now  howkd.  In  1611,  when  the  rechar- 
ter  of  the  old  Bank  of  the  United  States  was  trader 
Coagresfiional discussion,  Mr.  Clay,  the  now  leader 
of  the  Federal  patty,  denounced  the  Bank  as  un- 
constitutional. He  contended  that  Congress  had 
no  power  to  incorporate  a  bank  or  an/  other  insti- 
tution, and  that  a  Bank  was  a  liangerous  and  an 
unsafe  inslilution;  but  now,  sir,  without  any  change 
or  amendment  of  the  Constitution,  and  without  any 
material  change  in  the  policy  of  our  country  or  dif- 
ference in  our  institutions,  a  Bank  is  the  very  thing 
we  want,  and  is  perfectly  constitutional.  In  1816, 
Daniel  Webster,  whose  opinions  on  constitu- 
tional law  is  the  political  Koran  of  the 
Federal  parly;  and  before  whose  opinions  they 
fall  prostrate,  kiss  the  ground,  and  worship  as  be- 
foce  Omnipotence,  said  thai  go!d  and  silver  was 
the  only  currency  recognised  by,  nnd  known  to 
the  Constitution.  It  was  the  law  of  the  land  at 
home,  and  the  law  of  the  world  abroad.  Bat  now 
the  rag-tag  shin  plaster  currency  answers  all  the  pui- 
posts  of  a  national  currency,  and  is  perfectly  con- 
stitutional with  that  gentleman  and  all  his  parly. 
In  1830,  when  the  great  political  question,  in  which 
all  others  were  merged,  was  the  recbarier  of  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  Mr.  McDuffie,  chair- 
main  of  the  Commiilce-ol  Ways  and  Means,  made 
a  report  in  favor  of  the  recharter  of  the  Bank, 
which  was  popular  with  the  Federal  Bank  party. 
Every^sentcnce  and  word  of  that  report  was  hailed 
as  good  orthodox  Bank  Federal  doctrine,  and  no 
part  of  it  was  more  popular  than  the  following 
passage,  which  constituted  the  objections  of  the 
cammittee  to  a  MAwntd  Bank,  and  the  avowed  ob- 
jections of  the  Federal  party  to  such  an  iastitniion. 

In  lelation  to  a  National  Bank,  (speaking  cf  the 
number  ol'  agents  which  the  l/nited  Stales  Bank  em- 
ployed, and  their  political  influence,)  he  says: 
"But  the  patronage  reftutting  from  the  appuint- 
ment^-the  annual  appointment  of  these  agents, 
great  as  it  would  doubtless  be,  would  be  insignifi- 
cant and  harmless  when  compared  with  that  which 
would  result  Irom  the  dispensation  of  Bank  accom- 
modations, to  the  standing  amount  of  nfty  millions 
of  dollars!  The  mind  almost  instinctively  shrinks 
fk-om  the  contemplation  of  an  idea  so  ominous  to 
the  purity  vf  the  Qovernmcnl  and  the  liberties  of 
the  people.  No  Government  of  which  the  com- 
mittee have  any  knowledge,  except,  perhaps,  the 
despotism  of  Russia,  was  ever  invested  with  a  pa- 
tronage ai  once  so  prikUgious  in  its  influence,  and 
so  dangerous  in  its  character.  In  the  most  despe- 
rate financial  extremities,  no  other  European  Qo- 
vemment  has  ever  entered  upon  an  experiment  so 
perilous.  If  the  whole  patronage  of  the  English 
monarchy  were  concentrated  in  the  hands  of  the 
American    Executive,   it    may    be  well  doubted 


whetjier  the  public  liberty  would  be  so  much  en* 
dangered  by  it,  as  it  would  by  this  vast  pecuniary 
machine.*' 

This  was  the  opinion  of  the  Federalists  in  1830, 
1831,  and  1832,  in  relation  to  a  National  Bank. 
So  it  was  then,  always  was,  and  will  be,  the  opinion 
of  the  Democracy  ot  this  c<iuntry.  This  document 
had  a  circulation  throughout  the  United  Slates  that 
no  other  dDCument  ever  had.  It  flew  through  Xhe 
country  like  leaves  in  the  fall,  fell  upon  the  high- 
ways, on  cross-roads,  in  the  fields,  and  in  every 
door-yard;  those  who  could  read,  were  compelled 
to  read  it;  and  those  who  could  not,  had  it  read  to 
them;  and  no  part  of  that  report  was  used  in  argu- 
ment in  favor  of  the  recharter  of  the  United  States 
Bank  more  than  that  part  which  I  have  cited.  It 
was  used  to  pot  down  and  .nullify  the  mere  augga- 
tion  which  Gen.  Jackson  advanced,  thai  a  Nation- 
al Bank  m/^A^,  perhaps,  be  established,  within  the 
power  of  the  Constitution,  and  of  Jess  dans^erous 
tendencies.  But  what  will  yon  think,  sir,  Of  Fe- 
deral consistency,  when  I  tell  you  ihai  no  sooner 
had  Gen.  Jackson  vr'toed  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  and  the  people  had,  by  an  overwhelming 
majority,  K'Wained  him  in  his  course,  than  the  Fe- 
deralists were  for  ''a  Muional  BankP^  Yes,  sir, 
for  a  National  Bank,  with  all  its  subjugating  teur 
dencies  and  ''RusMn  de<po<uin,-"  and  in  1834,  the 
Cocgressional  elections  turned  upon  the  question 
of  a  National  Bank. 

In  1834-5,  wlfen  the  General  Government  was 
receiving  the  notes  of  specie  paying  banks  in  liqui- 
dation of  the  land  purchases,  the  Administration 
was  denounced  and  the  practice  deprecated  as  de- 
structive to  the  rights  uf  ihe  people  and  their  inte- 
rest in  the  public  domain.  It  was  nin^  upon  every 
change  that  the  Adinlni^tration  was  friiiering  away 
the  public  lands,  which  were  reserved  in  truiit  lor 
the  use  of  the  people,  and  taking  in  consideraiion 
the  bhinplasters  uf  irrespons^ibie  banks.  True  it 
was,  sir,  that  the  spirit  of  speculation  was  about  tp 
draw  the  whole  public  domain  in  its  vortex.  Those 
who  had  credit  could  obtain  bank  notes  by  the 
quire,  and  purchase  hundreds  of  thousands  of  acres 
of  the  public  lands,  perhaps  to  the  los^i  of  the  Govern- 
ment, as  there  was  &n  uncertainty  of  the  power 
of  the  banks  to  redeem  their  paper,  and  to  the 
great  injury  and  prejudice  of  the  poor  and  indus- 
trious man,  for  whose  use  the  land  is,  and  really 
of  risht  ought  to  be  held.  Such  was  the  rhge  for 
speculation,  and  such  was  the  sys'.emof  monopoly, 
that  th9  country  was  threatened  with  the  introdoc- 
tion  of  the  feudal  system,  with  the  vacillating  aiid 
degrading  tendencies  peculiar  to  a  system  of  land- 
lords and  tenants. 

General  Jackson,  seeing  the  progres>s  of  these 
overwhelming  evils,  recommendei  what  was  called 
the  fipecie  circular  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury. The  policy  was  adopted,  which  was  to  nrq- 
hibit  the  i^ale  of  a  greater  quantity  of  land  than 
320  acres  to  one  individual,  for  an^  other  kind  of 
currency  than  gold  and  silver.  This  measure  had 
the  desired  effect,  viz:  to  bring  a  sound  curren(^ 
into  the  Treasury,  and  in  some  degree  to  check  the 
rage  for  wild  speculation,  and  to  secure  the  pub- 
lic domain  from  the  grasp  of  the  wealthy  mono- 
polizer. But  no  sooner  was  the  specie  circular 
put  into  successful  operation,  than  the  whole  pack 
of  the  Opposition  again  raised  the  hotvl.  The 
Administration  was  denounced  for  declaring  war 
upon  the  banks,  war  upon  the  credit  system,  and 
making  an  odious  distinction  In  the  currency  be- 
tween the  Government  and  the  people.  There 
was  not  a  Whig  whiffet  in  the  country,  but  coulfi 
ask  with  great  emphasis,  "What,  is  the  Admi- 
nistration about  to  establish  two  currencies,  one 
for  the  Governnrent,  and  one  for  the  people?*' 
"  The  Government  must  have  j^old  and  silver, 
while  the  people  are  to  have  shinplaslers."  Again, 
in  1834,  '5,  and  '6,  the  Federalists  said  it  was  un^ 
safe  to  deposite  the  publig  revenue  in  the  local 
banks.  They  were  unfit  for  financial  agents,  and 
the  "banks  and  local  bank  deposite  system  was  in 
character  with  the  ruinous  and  destructive  policy 
of  the  Administratioa."  Well,  in  1837,  when  the 
banks  suspended  payment,  locked  up  the  public 
revenue,  an  1  proved  themselves  faithless  agents, 
and  unworthy  of  the  confidence  of  the  community 
and  ^t  Government;  ^nd  when,  in  consequence 
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"tktrtcf^  it  became  the  daty  of  the  President  of  the 
tTAind  States  to  >ecommend  a  sep&raiion  of  .the 
Ck>veraiiieDt  ftnaoces  from  the  banks,  and  the  esta- 
•bhthment  of  an  independent  constitntional  Trea- 
sury, then,  again,  was  the  whole  force  of  the  Fe- 
derailMs  arrayed  against  the  Administration,  and 
eTery  possible  motire  but  that  which  was  good  or 

Satriotic  attribated  to  them.  Rain  to  the  coantry, 
esolation  to  commerce,  destrnction  to  the  banlcs, 
and  prostration  to  every  intere;;t,  pnplic  and  pri- 
vate, was  song  from  Maine  to  Mexico,  and  as  in 
the  CAse  of  the  Treasury  (iircttlar,  "two  cur- 
rencies )r^  **  one  for  the  Government,  and  one  for 
the  people,^*  was  exclaimed  and  vociferated  by  every 
Whig  thing  in  th«  country. 

Further,  when  (General  Jackson  was  ran  for 
President,  in  1834,  118,  and  *32,  the  Democracy 
were  warned  most  solemnly  and  lovingly  not  to 
support  a  military  chieftain  for  the  Presidency. 
We  were  told  and  admoniished,  in  an  apparent  spi- 
rit of  patriotism  and  love  of  country,  that  all 
Governments  had  fallen,  and  all  Republics  had 
been  subverted,  by  the  destroying  hands  of  military 
ohieflains  and  military  ambition.  Yes,  sir,  ^e 
were  told  that  "war,  pestilence,  and  famine," 
would  be  our  fate,  If  we  should  place  a  military 
ehieftain  in  the  Executive  chair.  The  hero  of 
Xfew  Orleans  ought  not  to  be  made  President  of 
these  United  States;  we  must  have  a  civilian  for  a 
President.  But  General  Jackson  was  elected;  he 
served  his  first  term,  but  no  military  despotism 
made  its  appearance.  He^  was  elected  a  second 
time,  and  served  out  his  term,  but  no  military 
despotism  yet  app6ar*id.  But  there  were  some  honest 
^ft^bs  of  the  Democracy  who  perhaps  thought 
there  would  be  more  safety  in  bestowing  the 
Presidency  upon  a  civilian;  and  a  distinguUhed 
one,  in  the  perMU  of  Martin  Van  Buren,  was  pre- 
sented to  ths  American  people  as  the  Democratic 
candidate  for  the  Presidency.  But  now  it  was  dis- 
covered'that  a  civilian  was  njt  so  safe  as  was 
thought,  and  ]iarticularly  the  one  now  offered;  and 
k  military  chieftain  was  brought  forward  in  the  per- 
son of  Major  General  William  Henry  Harrison, 
commander-in-chief  of  the  northwestern  army,  and 
offered  as  the  competing  candidate  against  the  ci- 
vilian already  named.  Yes,  sir,  in  1832  there  was 
danger,  ay,  ruin  to  the  country  and  downfall  pf 
the  Government  attendant  on  the  cleciion  of  the 
hero  of  New  Orleans  to  the  Presidency;  but  in 
1836  there  was  no  danger  in  electing  the  hero  of 
Tippecanoe  to  the  same  high  station. 

Again:  when  Gkneral  Jackson  was  President,  the 
'  Federalists  said  Martin  Van  Buren  administered 
the  Government.  Jackson^s  messages  were  splen- 
did documents  in  point  of  talent;  they  could  not  be^ 
surpassed.  All  the  objections  the  Federalists  had 
to  them  consisted  in  their  hostility  to  the  Demo- 
cratic doctrines  they  contained;  but  they  said  Gene- 
ral Jackson  neither  composed  nor  wrote  them;  they 
were  Martin  Van  Buren':^  nftsssages.  But  now  that 
Martin  Van  Buren  is  President,  every  leading 
measure  ^nd  propo<;ition  of  the  Admini>iration 
comes  from  the  Hermitage.  Sir,  I  repeat  the  ques- 
■  tion  again:  What  conidence  is  to  be  placed  in  a 
party  who  change  their  name  and  their  principles 
with  the  return  of  every  election? 

Sir,  in  the  ordinary  |)ursuiis  of  life,  you  would 
repudiate  a  man  who  vrouid  be  guilty  of  such  con- 
duct; you  would  consider  him  unworthy  of  your 
confidence,  or  even  of  your  charily.  Such  conduct 
in  an  individual  would  ju.nly  make  him  the  subject 
of  suspicion  and  criminal  arrest.  What  confi- 
dence, then,  should  be  placed  in  such  a  party,  when 
the  great  principles  of  liberty  are  involved  in  their 
political  creeds  and  names. 

But,  sir,  I  have  presented  this  array  of  Federal 
ncodsistencies  not  merely  for  the  purpose  of  ex- 
posing the  base  practice  of  changing  names  and 
principles  for  the  unhallowed  purposes  of  potiiical 
deception,  but,  alM),  to  prove  what  I  have  already 
stated,  and  what  has  been  well  known  in  reference 
0  the  principles  of  th»  Federal  party;  which  is,  that 

is  a  part  of  their  faith,  and  a  fundamental  princi- 
ple of  their  doc'nne,  'hat  the  common  people  have 
not  the  inte  iigcncr,  firmness  apd  moral  integrity 
neaesBary  for  self-government;  and  all  the«e changes 
of  names,  and  professed  changes  of  principles,  is 
baac  and  b'aek  hypocrisy^ 


Sir,  it  is  all  stratagem  and  political  fraud.  They 
have  but  one  name,  and  that  name  they  have  had 
from  the  cammencement  of  the  Government,  audit 
is  significant  of  their  prificiples.  Their  {Principles 
are  well  established  and  Well  understood  by  the 
reading  and  thinking  community,  and  simply  con- 
sist in  an  attachment  to  all  those  institutions  which 
have  for  the ir  object  the  dwarfing  the  sovereignty 
and  independence  of  the  States;  asgrandizing  and 
strengthening  the  Federal  Government;  the  esta- 
blishment of  monopolizing  institutions,  which,  in 
their  nature  and  all  their  tendencies,  are  calculated 
to  establish  inf  qualities  among  mankind,  and  **to 
make  the  rich  licher,  and  the  poor  poorer;"  conse- 
quently, it  is  a  cardinal  point  with  them  to  subdue 
the  principles  of  Democracy,  and  prostrate  every 
man  who  has  the  patriotism  and  independence  to 
avow  them.  Sir,  the  siege  of  Democracy  is  older 
than  the  siege  of  Tyre;  and,  like  her  besiegers,  the 
Federalists  of  this  country  have  toiled  to  demolish 
the  institutions  of  Democracy,  until  the:r  "heads 
are  bald,  and  their  shoulders  peeled,'*  yet  they  en- 
dui'e,  and  strsnj^then  bjrduhiiion; 

(Sir,  ^e  hAVd  had  a  prophaiic  deatraciion  from  the  fentle* 
man  from  Miasiasippi,  [Mr.  PRaimss,]  aa  blighting  aa  thai 
pronounced  by  ihe  inapired  propheitf  againat  Babylon"  He  baa 
told  us,  in  subntance,  that,  if  inis  Adminisiration  is  to  be  con- 
tinued, thit  Ouvemmeni  moat  fall;  your  Conatitution  will  1m 
raat,  and  aeattared  to  the  four  winds.  This  would  be  bad. 
Your  free  institutions  will  be  proatrated  and  lerelled  with  the 
earth.  T.iitf  would  be  worse.  This  magnificent  pile  6f  noble 
architecture  will  UrtS/er^  tomUI«»,  cruml^le,  and  minglis  with  the 
duat  o(  the  pyraniids  of  Egypt,  (he  temples  of  Greece,  and  ihe 
obelisks  of  Rome  f  Hardly  a  scratch  or  scroll  will  be  found 
upon  the  lofty  columns  that  now  surround  us,  to  give  name 
to  this  masnificent  temple  of  libeny  to  the  curioua  and  mroaatic 
wanderer  in  aAer  ages :  Ail  this  is  withering  prophecy  to  the 
philanthropist  and  the  lover  of  liberty,  hut  the  worst  la  yet  to 
come;  tliat  which  will  be  far  more  distressing  to  the  lover  of 
acienee,  literature,  and  politics.  The  geu«leman  concluded  his 
prophecy  by  the  chilling  threat,  that  if  Martin  Van  Buren  is 
again  to  l>e  elected  President  of  these  ITniteil  Atntea,  he,  the 
gontleman,  will  rlf»— what,  air?  'Nkethe  Great  Western,  and 
go  to  Liverpool !  Yes,  air,  the  gentleman  will  czpatriaie  him- 
aelf  from  this  Oovernment.  What  a  calamity  !  It  will  be  the 
footitig  UD  of  all  thd  other  calamities  that  await  this  people 
and  this  Ciovemttient,  if  this  wicked  AdmlnitlFatlon  ia  to  be 
continued. 

I  think  the  Democracyj  sir,  will  have  to  take  this  last  threat- 
ened calamity  aeriously  into  consideration.  When  I  eo  home 
I  will  lay  the  matter,  In  a  proper  manner,  before  the  flrat  De. 
moeratic  convention  whicb  may  be  held  in  the  distiict  I  liave 
the  honor  to  ropreeenu  I  will  also  consult  some  of  my  old  and 
well  tried  frienda  in  Democracy.  Pathnr  Felter  and  father 
Dawson  are  patriarchs  in  Democracy.  They  are  experienced 
in  political  mauers.  They  lire  doctors  in  Democracy,  and, 
wiihal,  sound,  pure,  and  upright  pairiots  at  henrt.  Their 
opinions  on  this  important  question  will  be  of  great  weighty  I 
think  the  Democracy,  so  far  aa  my  district  is  concerned,  will 
lake  auch  order  on  the  quesiion  as  will  opeiate  to  the  best  inte- 
rests of  the  country,  should  I  have  the  honor  of  a  seat  in  the 
next  national  convention,  which  will  be  held  for  the  Presiden- 
tial nomioatione  of  1640, 1  will  lay  the  matter  before  the  con- 
vention, and  ifit  shall  be  thought  that  the  loss  of  the  gentleman 
as  a  citizen  of  the  United  States  will  iM  an  injury  paramount 
to  the  l>enefits  of  Mr.  Van  ^uren's  admtnhMratlon,  why,  Mr. 
Van  Buren  "then,  and  in  that  case,"  will  be  withdrawn,  and  some 
less  daneeroua  man  shall  be  taken  up  in  his  place.  I  know 
that  the  Democraey  will  do  what  is  right  in  the  premises.  Uut. 
ail,  I  hope,  if  the  gentleman  should  expatriate  himself,  and 
'*iake  the  Great  Western  for  Liverpool,"  still  it  may  not  prove 
the  final  end  ol  this  Government.  When  Alexander  the  Great 
planted  the  Grecian  standard  in  the  soil  of  India,  and  was  car- 
rying his  eonqueets  into  the  interior  thereof,  and  one  victory 
seemed  to  be  gainetl  to  the  glory  of  the  Grecian  arms  but  to 
give  way  for  another  eaually  glorious,  in  all  these  battles  Al- 
exander  was  fonnd  in  the  front  ranks.  (A  most  happy  adm«)- 
niiion  to  some  of  onr  liveried  gentlemen,  who  badt>etur  be  in 
Florida,  or  at  some  other  por.  where  (hey  would  be  doing 
more  service  to  their  country,  th.in  hanging  and  loungin* 
about  the  city  of  Washington,  each  occupying  the  room  of 
two  at  a>l  your  balls,  roub>,  and  assemblies,  where, 
in  some  instances,  there  is  noihin;;  but  iromen  to  fight.) 
Some  of  his  offlcera,  in  the  most  friei.  Jly  manner,  admonished 
the  King  of  the  danger  he  was  risking  in  thua  exposing  his 
royal  person,  and  ihe  great  interest  that  Greece  had  in  the  pre- 
servation of  his  life.  The  King  answered  that  the  welfare  of 
Greece  did  not  depend  on  the  life  or  death  of  one  man.  So  I 
would  hooe,  sir,  that  the  duration  ami  welfare  of  this  Republic 
does  not  depend  en  the  premnce  or  absence,  or  life  or  death,  of 
any  one  man.  But  this  Republic  may  fall:  yes,  sirj  it  will  fall, 
as  did  the  Assyrian  empire,  when  the  Medea  were  governed  by 
a  mule,  and  from  the  same  cause.  Croasus,  King  of  Assyria, 
consulted  the  oiacle  Delphoe,  for  purposes  that  related  to  his 
future  prosperity,  and  the  prosperity  of  his  empire.  Jfe  was 
told  that  when  he  rrvn^d  the  river  Halya,  that  a  ereat  empire 
would  iM  destroyed:  and  that  when  the  Medes  should  be  go- 
verned by  a  mule,  he  would  Im  in  danger,  lie  never  i!reamed 
that  it  was  to  be  his  own  empire  that  was  to  be  destroyed 
when  he  shonid  cross  the  river  iTalys,  and  he  thought  the  thing 
impossible  that  ever  the  Medes  should  be  ruled  by  a  mule.  But 
after  hia  empire  was  destroyed,  and  he  made  prisoner  by  Cy- 
rus. King  of  Persia,  he  sent  a  gold  chain,  with  a  reprimand, 
to  tlie  Dei»hic  oracle  f  i  so  •keelving  him;  he  was  informed  by 
thn  oracle  that  it  wa*  his  own  empire  it  uai  meant  Khould  be 
destroyed,  when  he  should  paw  the  river  Hallip,  and  ilia«  C^rus 
waa  the  mule  w.n  was  to  covnrn  the  Medes— a  mufebting  a 
mongrel  henst,  half  ass  and  half  horse.  And  that  Cyras,  being 
the  son  of  Cambysea,  kine  of  Persia,  and  Mandani^i,  daughter  of 
Aaiy.^ges,  king  of  the  Medes,  he  was  of  mongrel  ro»'m)o8iTion — 
one  half  of  his  blood  Persian,  by  his  father,  siid  the  other  that  of 
jhe  Medes,  by  hie  mother.  Bo,,  sir,  when  thia  R«)ublic  comes 
10  be  governed  by  «  niule,  (Federal  swtv,)  it  will  (all,  orit  j 


will  be  sabvenad.  8lr,  what  li  Um  FediM  pmyi  a  an^ 
composition  consiatiDC  of  part  Bank  and  pact  w*«i-ltMA  mT 
aoiiic  and  anti-Masooic,  Abolition  and  anti-Aboliifar4cZ 
Made  up,  sir,  of  the  facdons  and  frafetieM^  and  odda  aadiS 
of  all  factions,  bound  coffetbar  by  no  eoniBoo  prkwipkarS 
but  natural  «hd  unrelenting  hoedlhjr  to  U^a  jivnaavkmiL 
and  the  Democratic  princi  pletf.  when  the  thy  aball  coneS 
this  mule  shall  govern  this  country  and  thispsspla,tMli!i 
our  Republic  fall,  and  nui  free  insittutkins  cnunUa  te  £ 
ground,  and  mingle  with  the  dust  of  the  fieeinadtatioaiaf 
other  Republics  which  have  fallen  by  the  mitrula  of  liaikr 
factions  and  ambitious  demssogues. 

8if,  aa  an  evidence  that  this  corrupt  Adminiatntioo  iajwa^ 
be  overthrown,  the  geoUeman  has  praasnted  ua,  in  iloiriM  <». 
lora,  the  recent  Federal  victoriea  in  rIeW  York,  ibd  ikM 
llemao  attempted  to  amuse  us  with  Uie  ellect  dw  that  niM 
triumph  roust  have  had  upon  the  PrasidenL  Itia  iroa  tbtite 
Suite  of  New  York  has  given,  at  the  recent  electkn,  a  Fednd 
vote  by  a  small  majority,  much  smaller  diao  it  wm  tht  pntd' 
ing  election.  And  I  have  no  doubt  but  that  die  FaMa» 
cess  last  fall  was  the  neeassary  reaalt,  te  secure  Deoncniie 
success  to  the  next  Presidential  elecdon.  Yea,  air,  the  m 
thousand  tricks,  stratagema,  and  base  frauds,  wMdi  «n 
oaed  to  deceive  the  Democracy,  and  to  aacura  Fadanl  aaceiia 
will  recoil  with  ten-fotd  force  upon  the  heads  of  Om  wockaiiat 
such  base  iniquities;  and,beatdea,  a  defeat  aomethis|fikaihtt 
of  New  York  was  necessary  to  keep  up  (bat  Demeciaiic  vndh 
fttlnaas,  ao  indi.<veneable  uMm  preaervaUoaof  eur  fnt  iMfea* 

ing  into   careleaaneas  And  ipathy,  frohi  which  lb  CoiMoii^ 


With  the  ruihing  torrent  of  tioUiical  pnapariiy,  «1 
was  the  lot  of  the  Democracy  last  fafl,  thtire  itai 


have  been  rouaed  by  some  great  violatioa  of  our  political  itghM, 
such  as  occurred  in  i8!24,  when  thejpeople  by  fiaad,  tocnp> 
tion,  and  bargain,  were  cheated  out  or  the  man  of  ihcit  chM 
for  the  first  office  In  their  gift  Bat,  sir,  the  Federal  aucMili 
Niiw  York,  and  the  manner  by  wbich  siieha  rasuit  »aabni|k 
about,  will  keep  up  a  laudable  and  wholesams  Denwaaiic Cf 
citement,  which  will  net  be  limited  to  that  Sitte,  but  viU kiih 
ence  more  or  less  the  Denioeracy  dfroaghotft  tba  Oaleaffli 
will  tell  a  woidi  tale  for  Fedenlism  in  i6ia  . 

I  think  the  gentleman  compared  the  efleci  of  IM  ml 
York  elections,  upon  the  Presidenr.  to  the  panlyiiBgdfeaiaf 
the  handwriting  on  the  wall  apon  Belshanai.  1  aappoaetta 
hand  was  the  shadow  of  the  hand  of  the  Almigbtv,  aad  Ifca  ili> 
ting  wad  a  divine  prediction  of  the  ^eathof  BelaM2xar,aa8iha 
destruction  of  Babylon.  Sit,  I  believe  in  the  interpoindoii  if 
Divine  Providence  in  national  affkira,  even  at  thia  day;  aad  I 
think  some  of  the  Federal  defeala  which  we  have  wiUMMd  n- 
renily  bf«ar  a  striking  resemblance  to  the  destruction  of  M^ 
Ion,  and  some  other  of  the  ancient  duee  and  kipfdawafiM 
old  world,  evidendy  by  the  hand  of  the  Almtf hty.  la^ « 
we  have  eome  suiking  evidences  of  the  kindly  iuarpoaiMa 
Providence,  ih  the  protection  of  our  Government,  awi  a*  •• 
institutions.  That  kind  of  Interference  which  licfaiadaa|jf> 
ol  Cyrus  to  coaqueat  and  glory,  that  kind  of  Divkis  bmiiuihw 
which  made  him  the  mstrument  by  which  the  proud  ajfa 
Babylon  was  destroykl,  ahd  the  Assyfldn  fempm  MM 
I  say  I  think  we  have  some  manffestaiione  ofProvMawj/wy 
able  to  the  duration  of  our  free  inetltutions,  and  tha|iMP» 
tion  of  our  Govemmenu  To  say  nothing  about  thsttiflW* 
an  overruling  Providence,  whicn  are  to  ue seen  tmajp* 
whole  Revolutionary  wau^-ih*i|riioako(rtiieAKkl«aMdMk 
that  bound  us  at  the  footstool  of  a  British  throne,  tBAatmm 
a  free  people;  that  nerved  our  gallant  ancestors,  whjwjg 
fiilly  lighted  the  beaCon  ofrfebt-lllcm,  and  sraled  srtih  tlaii !■■ 
the  charier  that  secures  to  us  perpetdai  litR-nyil  '*2*2 


nothing  of  Him  in  that  day  of  inal,  who  wiuu.».r  —  ti-t 
from  the  strong  and  the  race  from  the  s^^lft,  ''*"****5 
dance  of  evidence  of  the  same  iiitefposiiioA  in  oar  y 
struggle  tor  independence.  When  (he  «olosial  powwwgBi 
Britain,  with  her  triumphant  navy,  and  her  i°^|S2!!!i2 
Wellington,  flushed  witfi  victory,  and  trained  to  piiag* 
human  eiaughler,  were  posted  on  one  aide  of  the  uiiaM^iJJ 
innumerable  band  of  mercenarr  aavagea,  whose  t^^^*]ff2 
blofxi,  and  whose  pleasure  and  delight  were  cooecmrajMBj! 
barbarous  use  of  the  tomahawk  and  scalptaig  kM»|Mi* 
combination  of  Tories,  Federalists,  and  the  easMn  MMF 


Again:  it  will  be  remembered  the  indiniMioD  —r: -^^ 
throughout  the  land,  when  tlie  man  or  the  P*'*P*^nBC 
In  1824  was  banered  out  of  the  high  Jie.it  assigned  ]j[J%2 
elective  franchise  and  the  rieht  of incf ruction (buiairM*")^ 
liberty)  weieranaidereil  as  tramoled  upon,  aodihsvtio<g 
country  disregarded.  This,  air,  waa  true.  But.asteualOT 
how  si. on-sighted  is  weak  man!  We  little  thot^t,  dijjg 
there  was  a  secret  wisdom  at  work  far  aopeiioric  «J2B 
of  maa.  This  providential  ioiarrerBiice  afiararatds  dWiflf 
itselfto  our  understanding,  and  the  graiiicatioo  of  gy^JE 
trioi,  and  every  lo?cr  of  freedom  and  of  equal  ripi^g 
secret  cnnsltited  in  reserving  the  nmn  whom  •••K 
should  be  PreaMent  then,  for  mmtker  time^  ««*  R 
were    duties  to  perform,  which,  I  undertake^ ^.^."^'J^ 


«Ho  ne  other  man  in  the  United  tSutea  who  had  theji_^^^ 
the  moral  courage  to  do.  Could  we  have  been  gtiwM"B 
wish  to  place  General  Jackaon  in  the  Presidential  dnirwS 
his  lime  would  l»ave  cxpiivd  (giving  him  two  termJiMR 
four  years  before  the  expiration  of  the  charier  of  the  W*i^*g 
United  Siatee;  the  coneequence  of  wbich  would  taj««lj>g 
the  Bank  would  have  been  rechartered,  prrlia|«  Mrtfn 
with  a  capital  unlimited  and  powers  unlimited.  i^^QS 
sobsid'Zing  and  deba.^ing  instUution  woald  have  ban  ^S 
upon  this  Republiq  it  would  hav»  baea  a  devi 
upon  (he liberties  ot the  peopla; and  we, and ouri 
lime  to  come,  the  suhjec'a  of  a  great  moneyea.«w 
theeerfs  of  a  Bank  autocrat.  But  the  Cnnautotiaai 
and  the  liberties  of  ihe  country  aeoored  by  tfaa  dm  ' 
enre  of  Him  who  holds  the  destiny  of  nations  i 
While  Ism  on  this  Fubjcci,  It  will  not  be  imprei 
sonte  curieus  ciirumsumf-cw  of  a  Ttational  citrt 
seem,  if  not  to  partake  of  thoavpcHrviaionofwIdAlB 
speaking,  at  leof t  to  have  all  the  rharacteristlcsOTj' 
jus. ire.  I  allude,  sir,  to  t!»e  rejection  or  the  dl«fr 
lalenred  siateeman  snd  accomftiislved  gentleman  t 
the  Executive  rhair  of  iha««  L>ni  ad  i^katea.  It  «dl  I 
bered  that,  dunug  the  late  Aflmiilistration,  0«f^ 
nnmlhafed,1nthe  rercs^of  CbngrawH,  Hairio  VtaJ 
t&e  to  the  Court  ol  St.  Jntnm.  The  SaWU  of  tlil 
^•-ltavinaan)^|o(iiy  at  that  timo  opposed  loika  i 
andtbeDemocraiie  liarty.  but  a 


hm.  ia59. 
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2^B  Cong Sd  Sbss. 


SwartwotU  Defalcation^ Mr.  Duncan, 


H.  of  Reps. 


,  «fid  Mr.  Vn  Baren  ww  of  cowm 
\Vhtt  ibllowtin  Whr,  ilM  (Mortoi  iha  frMm^a 
«rife«  e0Qiilry,ftkMMd  hiai  Vtec  PrMMiiil  of  the  Uniud  flcatoc; 
clKi«d  taim  to  iba  mtand  oOIm  withio  ttoir  gUt;  plaeod  him  in 
thMfftOM  8Mai«^  lo'  piMMa  Ofwr  Um  mum  »«  who,  lor  poriy 
piupoM,  nomw  portv  coooidaiotiooo,  Ind  rMocloii  bim.  Wbai 
m  iriamph  of  prmclplo  mA  of  rMnboUve  jwcico!    Bui  tbe 


and  popolarindignatioD  for  Miefa  baosinjnoilef  did  not 
.«.  Popalar  b>TO  and  popular  oonfldenco,  which  he 
boneMly  Milted,  save  bin  the  hiffheel  •uiion  within  the 
■fift  of  the  American  people— «  etatioo  which  be  m  new  filling 
with  iNmor  to  UmMlf,  ditnitjr  to  bk  olBeo,  and  to  tbe  bigbeet 
ead  hoot  luumwi  of  bw  cooniiy. 

Them  ieajiother  Ihtlo  mailer,  of  (ho  eame  chaneter,  which  I 
wffljttKBBoaiton. 

b  will  ho  remembered  that  OenomI  Jacltaon  nomhiatad  one 
Bn.  Tteppan,  to  the  oUce  ofdiitricl  Jurige  of  the  State  of  Ohh>~ 
aeioaaa  a  Democrat  end  ae  pare  a  pautot  ae  arer  hooored  the 
naoiea,  and,  wicbal,  of  the  firpt  order  of  talente,  and  of  the  moe  i 
a«ejMO|HiowBhlB  deportmeiiL  Thw  nominatioii,  lor  partjr  par* 
pene,  coanwcied  nroTelling  eeUMi  coneideritiona,  and  for  tbe 
gmMcaiioa  of  a  Tindictirenem  wbkh  can  be  found  in  no  party 
except  ttwowora  ei«emiee  of  Democfacy,  was  rejected.  But 
wfaeftdD  yao  tbtok  the  people  haTodooe,  eirl  They  hare  piaoed 
ihitmmn  Bon.  Tappan  in  the  eeat  of  him  by  whoee  voieihe 
numiaarieti  wae  reiecicd,  and  teve  conaig aed  bim  (Bwing)  who 
veiod  the  rejeciion  to  peipeiiiaj  and  ererlaoiing  '^eottfuJe,  and 
tkt  linaerfninifea  of  woler."  Theoe  tbiage  nnay  not  have  been 
hroMghtafaoathyaay  proridential  ioterpoeitloo,  but  they  evi- 
Matfy  panaka  of  that  kind  of  letribatire  Juetice  wUch  ie  one  of 
itieaftnhaiBo  of  Proridenee. 
I  have  oaM  ihac  tbe  gentleman  frem  Mieiiaeippi  [Mr.  Paai- 
aa]  hiwigtu  forward  tbe  alarm  of  Betebanar  to  poiuay  the 
■rat  of  the  PreeMent  on  heailog  of  the  defoatof  the  Democracy 
rf  Haw  Yoi k.  tthuk the  gentleman  for  tbe  clawcal  aUwintt. 
I  will  tgj  tm  make  eomeihing  of  It  for  myparpoee. 

Sir.  the  eoadact  of  tbe  Federaliaia  in  1837,  on  tlie  reception  of 
tim  nowaof  their  rictoi lee  to  eereial  of  tbe  Sialee,  will  well  bear 
<  compariaoa  with  that  of  Beonaoherib,  aad  many  other  tyrame 


ami  haro  robbed  them  of  Uwir  irMearee;  and  I  have  pot  down 
Um  inhabjianta  like  a  raHant  man,  and  ny  hand  hath  loand  ae  a 
»aac  tha  lichea  of  the  people:  end  ae  one  gatbereib  egge  thatare 
left,  kaea  I  gathered  all  the  eatth;  and  there  wae  nope  that 
'  the  wing,  or  opened  the  mouth,  or  peeped." 
ihie  monarch,  eo  aoguet  and  wiee  m  hia  own  eye,  how 
ippoar  in  diat'of  the  Almightyl  Only  ae  a  aubeliem— 
I  BODt  by  bit  raeeter-^ihe  rocf  ul  h'a  anger,  and  theataff 
m  hiabaad.  The  Almighty's  de«gn  waaio  chaatlfo  hia  chil- 
Ano,  nen  lo  extetmhiaca  them;  bat  flennaOrib  had  it  in  hia 
bamn  todeatnyandcoieffall  naliona.  ^Mm,  then,  will  be 
ibaleaiwofthiakindofeoBleat  between  the  teelgne  oftbeAI- 
midtfF  nd  tl>^**  ^^^  prince.  At  tbe  time  he  fancied  him- 
makfmitm^  pnwBfl  of  Jeraailem,theAhnighty,  with  a  ain- 
fia  Maas  dUpw*  all  hia  proud  bopca,  deatroya  tai  one  night 
a^hnndrod  aad  foar-eoors  thoueaod  of  hia  troope^puttinff  a 
hook  hilMBiioaa,aoda  bridle  in  hie  lipe,  (ae  iboagh  he  bad 
bJaa  a  wihl  bMa^)  he  leeifo  bimlback  to  hia  own  tfomioion, 

•  aaraa^eJ  arith  iafomy,  thiDogb  the  midet  of  thoae  nationa,  who, 
tmt  a  iutle  before,  had  beheU  htm  in  all  hie  pride  and  banrhti- 
mnaL  Bow  wee  it  wiUi  the  FederalMa  in  1637,  on  heering  of  their 
■ieimifrt  Theaeare  the  reauhaof  our  eireogtb;  it  ia  done  by 
«ara<vn  power,  for  we  are  mighty.  One  genilemaa  [Mr. 
OVHnva  of  Maoaefaoaetie)  aaid,  m  luhetance,  in  the  name  of 

.  AaaamofiheFederalieta,  that  tbe  Democracy  in  Maine  bad 
lallan  bafoiw  the  power  of  Federaliam  like  graaa  befitre  the 
memhm.    But  what  did  all  tbia  ndo  boaeting  amount  to?    We 

•  wrfUaae  in  tbe  ead.  A  Belabassar  foait  waa held  at  Fimeuil 
Bklfr— Daaial,(not  the  propheo  with  aH  hie  ofllcetiand  minioae 
•aaacDbled,  and,  aAer  befaig  haiangued  bv  Daniel  and  other  Fede- 

•  iml  biiEh  priarta,  rediedio  a  place  appolotfrd.  where  tlie  bleiory 
^  tliadiBae  mythcrt  were  twilve  hundrect  and  ibrae  acore 
baulaaof  CbampagDe  in  readinam  for  the  feaat;  all  drank  aad 
«S  ^^firealbod  deeper  and  freer  (ban  they  had  erer  done."  But, 
te  <>ia  aridM  of  their  revelling,  a  haodwritingjiiraa  eeen  on  the 
«i^l,aad  wfaeodiaeorercd,it  diKloeed  the  appallin*  focttliat 
JSaaoarl  had  clomd  her  electiona,  and  that  the  Democracy 
bmd  cahied  a  triumphant  victory  orer  the  Federaliate.  Thie 
giCmliK  ail  eooetemaiioo  and  diemay.  But  the  rereller*  receir. 
•d  iliai  kiod  of  coneolation  that  the  queen-mother  Nictoria  gave 

•oa  BeUbauer— chat  waa,  that  Mincwi  waa  tspteied  to 
"Solitary  and  alone"  ruled  that  Biatr;  aU  ex 


I  than  five  thouaand  left  dead  on  the  field. 
aat  time  to  fubeide,  when  ^courier  raahed 


CoMtemation 


a  iavelliffence 
kVedeialietel] 


fubeid^  when  iTcourier  raahed  upon  them  with 

.  that  a  battle  had  been  fought  in  Maryland,  ead 

had  been  foatedwith  drmidful  alaoghter.    On 

haela  of  thie  deathnlampening  newe  came  on  another 

raar  with  the  newe  that  the  Kayetona  hi  the  arch  of  the 

had   been    replaced,    and     that  a    pitched    battle 

fought     Dotween      the   Federaliete    and    the 

_  of  Penneylvania,  and  thatthe  former  were  over- 

and  fix  or  eight  thoaeaode  laughtered:  doee  to  tMe 

ea,  fttUowedone  from  Ohio; with  the  aewa  that  apiich 

lie  luU  been  fought,  aad  the  ehinplaeler  Governor  had  been 

irown,  and  upwarde  of  fourteen  thoivaiid  of  hie  Pedmal 

i    faibumanly    and   indiacrimiaaiely   elaughtered,    and 

•^B  -^hole  Coaeervative  troope  cut  olT,  not  one  man  of  ihia 
tSSf-^^tyltd  **apaftao  band,"  wae  left  to  take  the  newe  of  the 
g^ft  ^maaiar  to  Laredzmoo;  doae  on  thie  dieaeler|foilowed  tbe 
fremJooth  Carolinaand  New  Jermy,  with  the  melancholy 
Ifuncenf  the  almost  entire  overthrow  of  Federaliam  in 
theoa  Biatee;  in  the  latter,  over  a  thouaand  Fedrralieia 

Kttaifaa  eword;  laat,  though  iu»t  leaet,eanie  a  courier 
laaDr^  bearing  the  proud  banner  of  DemACiecy.  abb 
inaenptlon  of  victory,  and  the  overthrow  of  Federaliam ! 
nallsm   waa  overcome.    The  kneeenfthe  beccbanalianr. 
hasnr  like,  amoie  together.    Tlie  air  sickened:  dumbueeo 
fcornir  rrigneil;  the  wine  cup  dropped  from  tbe  pale  aot) 
erinfflip;  the  Euphratea  waa  tonied  from  her  channel; 
Tnelaa    troope  marched  in    dryehiid;  the  walla   were 
^ttebed,  cha  cil»lel  eeiaed,  and  tbe  city  of  Fednrallem  wae 
«raad,  and  iia  cithiena  put  le  iheawmdl    Bow  doce  ibk 
'      c«npa«a.wiaith«nto  boMdng  of  the  Fadamliiia 


one  year  before,  and  bow  very  maignificant  ia  the  small  and 
lempeiary  Federal  victory  in  New  York,  when  compared  with 
etich  a  succession  of  trtumpha,  uMi  -'d  upon  priaciple,  and 
under  the  br<«d  atrlfieaot'  the  bar  ilt  or  Democracy. 

Tbe  gentleman  from  Mimiwippi,  [Mr.  PRBKnaa,]  after  at- 
empting  to  expose  what  he  supiHMcs  to  be  corrupiione  of  tbia 
Government,  says  that  they  grow  out  of  the  maxim  and  the 
watchword,  thai  to  the  vioiHrM  belong  the  spoils.  The  gentle- 
man from  Tenoessee  [Mr.  Bill]  says  that  no  reformation  can 
be  expected  while  tliere  are  so  many  hungry  expectants.  There 
ia  not  a  day  nor  an  hour  that  passes  but  we  bear  aorae  taunt 
abuul  the  spoils  party,  hungry  expectante,  office  holders,  the 
army  of  office  hoMers,  etc.  Sir.  I  think  1  onre  before  waa  com- 
pelled to  notice  this  hyiiocriiical  whining  about  office  holders, 
where,  I  ask  again,  did  we  ever  beat  uf  a  free  Qovemmeni 
without  office  holders.  What  do  gentlemen  mean  when  they 
talk  about  the  army  »f  office  holdersi  Are  there  more  officers 
than  are  wanted  te  manage  the  Government?  Then  let  them  be 
pointed  out  and  removed.  If  gentlemen,  who  are  constantly 
harpiag  about  office  holders,  know  of  any  superfluous  ones, 
they  are  bound,  in  du>y  to  themselves  and  to  their  country, 
b^  the  nature  of  their  office,  and  the  oath  they  have  taken  lo 
diacharge  the  duties  of  the  office*,  to  point  them  out,  and  to  take 
euch  order  aa  would  cause  the  insunt  removal  of  such  worth 
leas  drones  upon  the  public  atorc  house.  Is  the  number  of 
officers  too  great?  are  they  derejia  in  duty?  or  are  their  saiariee 
too  high?  All  the»e  evils  can  be  remedied  if  they  exist;  and  I 
invite  gentlemen,  who  are  evaporating  so  much  of  the  public 
money  by  denouncing  the  office  holdeni,  the  spoils  party,  the 
hungry  expectants,  etc.  to  point  out  the  evil  specifically,  and 
recommend  the  remedy.  1  will  be  foremost  in  carrying  that 
remedy  into  immediate  practice.  But,  sir,  I  aui  inclined  to 
think  that  constant  and  incessani  yelp  about  office  holders  doce 
not  grow  out  of  the  fact  that  such  evils,  as  I  have  repfeaented. 
exisr.  It  is  because  the  Democracy  have  the  ascendancy,  snd 
the  FedeitUiats  cannot  occupy  a/<  the  offices,  and  all  the  spoils 
themaelvce.  This  is  the  cause  of  all  the  Federal  whimpering 
about  office  holders  sod  spoils  party. 

What  is  the  course  of  the  Fedrralists  when  and  where  they 
have  the  ascendancy?  So  fur  as  my  experience  goes  in  my 
State,  the  Federalists  clear  the  chees-boanl  of  every  man  who 
ia  tainted  with  Democracy,  whenever  they  have  the  aacen- 
daney,  when  it  can  be  done  without  prejudice  to  their  party*  1 
have  been  informed  that,  under  the  late  Federal-Rltncr  power, 
almost  every  Democrat  went  by  the  board,  who  came  under  the 
Eexecutive  control,  even  down  to  the  laborers  on  the  public 
works.  I  may  bo  in  error;  If  so,  some  gentleman  from  Penn- 
8y|va4>ia  can  correct  me.  I  have  little  doubt  but  that  the  Fede 
nil  refermation  system  will  be  carried  to  tbe  full  extent  in  New 
York,  darinsr  the  ^hort  time  the  new  |-owen  will  be  jH^rmlttetl 
to  flutter  in  that  State. 

But,  sir,  let  us  examine  this  subject  Avih  a  becoming  care. 
Such  has  been  the  constant  murmuring  abriui  the  office  holdera, 
and  the  spoils  party,  that  many  of  the  liurK'b-iand  unsuspecting 
people  of  this  country  not  only  think  that  there  are  ten  officera 
for  one  that  ia  necessary,  and  that  they  are  devouring  the 
substance  of  the  people,  hut  that  all  the  officers  of  this  Govern- 
ment belong  to  the  Democratic  party.  Such  was  the  impression 
made  upon  mv  mind  by  the  continual  charge  kept  up  by  the 
Opposition.  I  have  recently  taken  some  pains  to  examine  how 
that  mailer  stands,  and,  by  information  furnished  me,  which,  I 
think,  may  be  relied  upon  with  tolerable  certainty,  the  Fedeial- 
ista  arc  the  spoils  party.  The'-e  may  bo  some  errors  on  both 
sides  of  thecalru' .'.  n.  but  th'.;  <  rrorson  nnr  si(!e  will  probably 
neutralise  orolTsfi  tlie  i.th'T.  Here  is  a  table  consisting  of  two 
columns,  one  headed  Fi'<!na!i.»t.««  and  the  other  Democrats;  each 
represent  the  Depanm<»nis  wiih  ihc  agsrepate  number  of  offi- 
cers of  the  party  to  which  they  belong,  and  the  argrepate amount 
of  salaries  paid  to  the  officers  and  clerks,  includin]?  the  heads  of 
Departments.  But,  sir,  lest  1  shou'd  bemisiindcrstiHK),  it  is  pro- 
per to  remark  that  I  have  no  ajwlo^  tuofler  for  the  office  nol- 
uers.  I  would  rather  be  a  comfortable  and  easy  office  holder, 
than  a  hungry  lean  office  seeker.  I  think  the  former  lar  pre- 
ferable to  tlie  latter. 

LAND  OFHCE. 
Federalista.  Amount         Democrala.  Amount. 

60  ta6.?00  48  066,960    . 

GENERAL  POST  OFFICE. 

11  14,600  48  66^980 
'At^DiToa's  Oppicb. 

29  31.900  30  38,075 

TREASURY  DEPARTMENT. 
10  I2.00O  16  19,460 

RsoiSTBa'a  Opficb. 
24  27,060  none 

FlBBT  OoMPTHOLLSa'A  OFnCB. 

13  12,260  4  7,60ft 

Bbooki}  CoMpraoLLVR's  Ofticb. 
9  12,5U0  2  1,900 

FiRar  Auditor's  Opficb. 

6  4.600  11  14,400 

SiBcoND  Ain>iTo:,'8  Oppioa. 

12  16,000      •  6  6,900 
FomiTB  AtmrroR'a  Ofpicb. 

8  9,700  8  10,660 

Fiprn  Auditor's  Ofpics. 
8  11.700  1  1,160 

Trbasursr's  Oppicb 
8  11,760  3  ZM 

SoLiorroR'a  Offiob. 
3  2,800  2  4,660 

STATE  DBPARTNfENl. 
10  37,800  4  10,386 


198   Aggregate, 


g269.06C 
239,  MO 
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•239,140 


In  favor  Federaliaia  929,925 

The  War.  Navy,  ami  Patent  Office  Departmenta  are 
not  embraced  in  this  es'imate.  I  feel  araured  that  in  those 
Departments  there  will  bo  fonnd  to  be  a  large  majitrity  of  Fe- 
deralista with  proportionate  salaries.  1  have  no  doubt  beta 
large  proportion  of  the  Uiii'ed  f?raies  judiciary,  officers  of  the 
army  and  navy,  and  other  ITuited  Sutes  officers,  air  .jppf»-e'l  lo 
the  Administration.  I  hnvc  as.'Kirances  tor  whati  say  from 
thov  who  speak  the  truth,  and  nnderstn:d  what  they  Kay,  As 
a  poiilon  of  tills  information,  I  Mk  Icarc  to  read  a  letter  and  an- 
gwer  which  I  hold  in  my  hand; 

Houa£  OP  Representatives,  Jamiary  16,  1839. 

PbabBir:  If  not  inconsistent  wi'.h  any  rule  70U  imtfhir^ 


laid  down  ibr  yovr  oflkhl  or  poUticBl  coodaet,  I  would  to 
plaaaedif  you  would  inform  me, 

at.  Of  the  number  of  pootmaamra  ha  tbe  United  Stalea. 

2d,  The  aggmgata  amount  of  aalary  they  lecelre  hi  tte  yoBr. 

3d,  What  proportion  of  them  are  aupportors  of  tiia  pnaast 
.  dmioistraiion. 

Should  it  not  be  in  your  power  to  anawer  thia  laat  inierrogi. 
tory  with  accuracy,  inforiQ  me  what  you  suppoae  to  ha  the  pro- 
babie  number. 

I  am  youra,  with  high  respect, 

A.  DUNCAN. 
Boo.  A.  KbndaUn  Potinuuter  General. 

To  thia  communicaiioB  I  received  the  following  answer 

WasHiiraTOM,  Januaiy  17, 1839. 

QuL'  I  perceive  no  ebjectloo  to  anewerlng  imomelally  your 
letter  of  the  16th  inatant.  1,  therefore,  annex  roplies  to  your 
aereral  interrogatoriea. 

1.  "What  number  of  poatmaatera  there  are  in  the  United 


The  number  of  poatmaatera  in  the.  Unhed  Btatea^  on  tliefim 
dav  of  December  laat,  waa  12,663. 

2.  '*The  aggiegate  amount  of  salary  they  receive  in  tho 
ycair» 

The  compenaatlon  of  poatmaatera  for  the  year  ending  with 
the  30th  June,  1838,  varied  liule  from  •921,034. 

3.  **  What  proportion  of  them  are  auppoctera  and  friendi  of 
the  preaent  Admmiatrationi" 

1  nave  not  information  which  wil^enable  me  to  claoufy  the 
poetmaaters,  politicallv.  Although,  In  makug  appointment^ 
friends  of  the  Admiolatraiion  are  preferred  toenemiee,  wlien 
their  politiceare  itnown,  there  are  manv  caaea  in  which  tbe 
Department  haa  bo  information  on  the  eubject,  and  it'inatitntaa 
no  inqoiriea  into  tbe  poliUca  of  iacnmbenta.  It  ia  believed, 
however,  that  mora  than  half  the  poetmaaiera  of  the  United 
Slatee  are  politically  oppoeed  to  tlus  Adminiauation. 
With  higb  reapect. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

AMOS  KENDALL. 

I?fn.A.  DiwcAN. 

Sir,  who  are  the  apoila  partyl  Who  are  they  who  are  revnl. 
ling,  rioting  and  I  uzuriating  upon  the  toil  of  the  peoplet  Who 
are  tfaeapoils  partyl  Who  the  army  of  oflSce  liolderB  and  tbo 
Ixuogry  expectants?  Thiatthle  and  thoae  commnnicatioM  bb- 
awerall  these  quesiiona.  Will  the  Democratic  party  be  again 
taooted  with  tbeee  ephhetal  They  convey  a  baee  falaehood  in 
their  application.  Will  the  good  seoaa  and  moral  charactan  of 
rtie  American  people  be  again  insulted  with  the  promulgation 
of  a  base  alaniier  upon  them,  and  an  insidious  laiaehood  upon 
thoee  whom  they  have  eelec4ed  to  manage  their  Govenmenil 
The  Adminiatratioo  ia  denounced  daily  for  removing  peraoM 
from  office  *|/br  optnioit'e  sake;**  and  there  wae  loud  and  boia> 
teious  complaint,  1  am  told,  by  the  Whige  of  New  York,  bo- 
CBuae  Mr.  Van  Buren  did  not  renominate  the  base  andinftmoua 
scoundrel  Swartwout.  He  being  a  Conaervative,  it  waa  said  be 
was  pruscribed  for«**opiuinn'e  sake."  Sir,  this  table  showa  that 
the  charge  of  proecripilon  ia  aa  ialae  aa  it  is  ungratefal.    I  look 


upon  General  Jackaoa'aand  Mr.  Van  Buren'aindoigence,  white 
in  office,  to  their  pollttcal  enemies,  aa  their  greatest  fault.  There 
is  no  reaaon  why  the  euemiea  to  the  Democratic  party  and  th« 


Democratic  pnnciplea  ahould  hold  a  large  majority  of  the  of. 
ficea,  an  i  receive  «  greater  amount  of  the  emoluroenii  of  ofltee 
than  the  Democracy  themael  vea,  whoee  AdmmlatraUon  it  is^  and 
to  whom  the  Government  belongs.  Isnyl  think  both  General 
Jackaon  and  Mr.  Van  Burrn  have  been  dwrelict  in  duiy  in  thia 
matter,  both  to  their  iriends  and  to  their  country. 

1  think  in  this  charge  1  am  correcu  Tbe  ubie  which  I  have 
exhibited,  shows  the  facte  upon  which  I  made  it  to  be  true.  I 
am  atistained  iu  the  principle  by  high  autboHiy. 

*'I  shall  not,  while  1  have  the  honor  to  admioiater  the  Go- 
vernment, bring  a  man  into  office  of  conaequence,' knowingly, 
whoae  political  teneta  am  adverse  to  the  meaaurea  which  tie 
General  Government  ia  purMiina;  for  thia,  In  my  opbiion, 
would  be  a  sort  of  political  iniciae.  That  it  wogld  ombanaaa 
ita  raovemenia  ia  certain. 

GEORGE  WASHINGTON." 

Thia  ishixb  authority;  but  I  haveatill  higher  authority  for 
the  ground  I, lake,  and  it  la  the  authority  of  a  majority  of  tbe 
American  people.  Patridtiam  guldea  the  Democracy  in  thia 
country,  and  in  every  other,  in  the  exercise  of  the  elective  fran- 
-ahise.  Oor  executive  mid  our  rapreeentatf  ve  officer*  are  elected 
upon  principle.  Motivae  of  ^jatriotiem  are  the  ruling  princl* 
plee  with  the  Democracy;  they  are  not  blind  followera  of  men; 
tliey  are  unlike  their  political  enemies;  they  do  rH>i carry  their 
patrietiamin  their  pockeiarnor  doee  their  loyalty  conaiatin 
blind  attachment  and  alavieh  devotion  to  aasociated  wealth. 

When,  in  1828,  General  Jackaon  was  elected  Presidnit,  the 
ticket  thai  elected  him  had  at  its  head  the  representation  of  the 
hickory  broom,  with  the  following  words:  "  To  noeep  the 
augean stable."  This  was  significant  ofa  wish  on  tbe  part  of 
the  people  to  haveawept  from  office  thoae  who  were  opposed  to 
the  Democratic  principles  and  inatitotiona  of  our  country,  and 
amounted  to  inetructiona  to  diaplace  from  office  all  whoae 
** political  lenete"  were  adverse  to  the  policy  and  mcasuroa 
of^  the  Democratic  Adminiatraiion,  which  that  ticket  was  in- 
tended to,  and  did,  esublieh.  1  repeat,  that  ilie  indulgence 
sliQwnat  the  expense  of  principle,  and  the  will  of  the  people, 
by  General  Jackaon,  to  hia  political  enemies,  conatituted  whh 
me  the  greaisat  objeetien  to  hia  administration. 

True  this  forbearance  flowed  from  the  goodnesaof  hia  nature. 
It  ie  not  uncommon  to  aee  some  of  our  greatest  and  beet  men 
sacriiice  the  higher  rnd  more  valuable  qualitiee  of  the  heaj  to 
the  ramione  and  sympathies  of  the  heart  Sir,  the  augian  stable 
ought  to  have  been  awept,  and  if  the  hickory  broom  waa  ineuf- 
fieient«  the  river  Aipbeoe  ahould  have  been  turned  from 
ita  channel  for  that  purpoee.  If  Federalists  an  to  bold 
a  majority  of  all  the  offices  in  thia  Government,  using, 
aa  I  hey  do,  the  means  of  the  Goverr.ment  to  advance  their  own 
corrupt  Federal  prlnciplea,  how  ara  your  Democratic  institu- 
tions to  be  perpetuated,  and  vourprlnci  plee  maintamed.  Sir, 
I  believe,  with  General  Washington,  that  no  President  ought  to 
bring  into  office  a  man  who  ie  opposed  to  the  lea  ing  meaauna 
of  hia  administration.  It  ia  ptditicai  eutcide,  and  for  the  same 
reason  it  la  a  duty  that  every  Democratic  Preeident  owee  to  hia 
election,  to  his  princlplee.  to  the  pan  v  who  euctain  him,  and  to 
his  country,  to  remove  those  fnm  office  whose  principles  are 
opposed  to  the  leading  meesures  which  he  may  have  been 
electsd  III  carrv  out.  1  think  great  vigilance  in  this  respect  ia 
due  from  the  Chief  Mat  istrate;  and  if  he  iasincera  in  his  pcind* 
plee,  and  deema  them  of  the  same  importanc^jbai  the  people 
did  when  they  elected  him,  it  Im'  part  of  hlidii«r)  uid  apart 
of  tbe  Mih  fo  kta  (Bfcen  vimdnOf  diKha«B  tc    ■faTl 
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AFPEKDIX  TO  THE  C0N6RBSSI0NAL  GLOBE. 


•85th  Coiig****Sd  Sb88. 


Swartwout  Defakation — Mr.  Jhmean, 


'jwnvAd,  Hke  to  Me  oImd  work  in  tbii  bojiiieMi  I  would  like  lo 
aee  the  augean  stable  swept  of  all  the  Federal  corrapiioiii 
wblcb  hare  been  accumulating  for  many  yeare,  and  which,  so 
leaf  ae  they  are  permitted  to  remain,  annoy  and  impede  ttvy 
Itnninc  r  eaaure  of  ttiia,  and  of  every  other  Administration, 
calculated  to  advance  the  interests  ol  Democracy,  the  liberty 
•f  the  people,  and  to  perpetuate  iha  sovereignty  oi  ilie  States. 

Bat,  sir,  I  come  now  to  spoak  of  tiie  cliaigee  of  corruption, 
profl.gacy,  panic,  and  fuin,  whicii  have  been  rung  in  our  • 
ears  unul  our  hearing  has  been  wounded  and  our  stomachs 
nauseated.  This  howl  of  panic,  ruin,  and  corruption,  has 
been  a  standing  mean  usod  by  the  Foderalisu  Irom  the  com- 
mencement of  this  Government  to  this  time.  It  is  a  howl  like 
tbut  of  no  besftt  on  the  face  of  the  earth  but  that  which  makes 
ti.  It  is  the  liowl  of  a  demagogue,  and  is  used  for  the  purposes 
of  political  deception.  It  varies  in  its  tone.  It  is  eumeiimes 
bobterous  and  terrific;  it  is  sometimes  more  like  the  piteous 
And  deceptive  cry  of  the  crocodile,  it  varies  with  the  causes 
that  «>perate  upon  the  demagoj^ues  who  make  it.  Sometimes 
It  proceeds  from  a  robust  political  dteperado,  but  more  gene- 
rally from  the  lean,  lineering,  lank  office  seekers;  and  the  time 
Was  when  this  howl  had  some  effect  with  the  people;  but  their 
howl  of  corruption,  corruption !  has   become  like  the  cry  of 

.  wolf,  wolf,  wolf!  The  people  know  the  object,  and,  by  whom 
the  howl  is  made.    They  give  it  no  aueniion.    The  charge  of 

:  cerroption,  panic,  and  iiroBigacy,  and  its  repetition,  constituted 
one-half  that  was  said  by  the  Oppossluon  at  the  last  and  the 
exrra  session,  and  cost  the  people  of  this  Government  more  than 
Stephen  Girard's  estate  was  worth  at  his  death.  These  charges 
against  the  Administration  were  considered  and  investigated 
by  thej  people,  and  with  a  full  knowledge  of  the  facts  upon 
which  they  were  founded,  and  with  a  discriminating  mind,  and 
a  sound  judgment,  which  rarely  ever  errs,  when  unclouded  by 

.  falsehood  or  undeceived  by  robrepresentaiion,  have  expressed 
a  deliberate  opinion^  through  the  ballot  boxesi,  that  the  charge* 
of  corruption,  profligacr,  and  panic,  are  false.  Ther  are  a 
base  slander  upon  the  Administraii9n,aiid  a  libel  upon  the  peo  • 
pity  sp  (kr  ae  panic  is  concerned,  and  made  for  political  effect, 
to  advance  Federalism.  But,  sir,  it  is  time  for  me  to  raiM  the 
general  iasoe  with  the  gentleman  from  Mississippi,  (Mr.  Pbkn 
TIS8  ]  and  to  present  such  facta  as  will  sustain  m  v  plea.  The 
gentleman,  in  the  outset  of  his  long  speech,  said  that  there  were 
eorruptione  and  baae  frauds  committed  by  the  ofiicera  oft  bis 
Govemoient,  and  that  the  Administration  and  the  heads  of  De- 
partments were  cognisant  of  them,  connived  at  them,  parti 
cipaied  in  them,  and  were  morally  involved  in  all  the  guilt 
and  crime  connected  with  them.  This  was  his  declaration ; 
and  that  he  would  present  such  an  array  of  facts  i  n  support  of 
Us  charges,  that  no  one  dan  contraifict  him,  nor  deny  the 
charges  that  he  had  thus  publicly,  and  from  hw  place,  made. 
>iow,  sir,  I,  on  behalf  of  this  Adniinietnuion,  join  issue  with 
the  centloman,  and  plead  the   general  issue  '^not  guiliv." 

I  have  seen  and  heard  the  ^airay  cf  facte^^  which  the  gen- 
tiemsn  has  brought  forward  to  sustain  the  chsrges  contained  in 
his  declaration,  and  I  heard  with  patience  and  attention  the  gen 

.  Ueman's  comments  upon  bis  an  ay  o<  facts;  and  1  dare  say  that 

f  the  charges  are  not  sustained.  I  dare  say  that  the  Administra- . 
tion,  or  the  heads  of  Departments  thereof,  are  not  **guiUy."    I 

•  admit  that  abuses  have  existed,  and  frauds  upon  the  Govern* 
men t  committed  by  some  of  iie  officers.     But  I  </are say  the 

•  Administration,  or  the  heads  of  De|)ariments  thereof,  were  not 
cognisant  of  them— did  not  partiapaie  in  them— did  not  connive 
at  them,  aud  are  not  morally  involved  in  the  guilt  connected 
with  them;  all  these  I  dare  say,  and  there  are  some  other  thinss  1 
dare  say.  I  dare  say  that  more  faithful,  econ«mieal,  and  i-ru* 
dent  Executive  odicers,  ao  far  a«  the  heads  of  Dep  nmcntt*  a;  u 

.  cnncerned,  never  administered  tliia  Government,  than  tliuse  of 
the  present  A<lfflinistraiion.     1  dare  say  two-thirds  of  all  the 

.  public  defaulters  and  fraudulent  spteculaton,  from  the  com- 

,  mencemeni  of  die  Government  to  this  time,  and  particularly 
in  this  and  the  last  Ad'nistraliorl.^  were  Pedemlists  in  prinei- 

.  pie,  as  tb^  were  scoundrels  in  practice,  and  violent  oppoeers  of 
Am  Democratic  principles,  party,  and  administrations. 

Further,  I  dare  say  ihai  there  have  been  fewer  ofKcial 
frauds  and  defalcations  lo  this  and  the  last  Administrations,  (and 
I  speak  with  reference  to  the  length  of  this  Administration,)  in 
proportion  to  the  amount  of  public  revenue  collected  and  dis- 
bursed, by  more  than  two  huniired  per  cent,  than  existed  under 
any  precedmgAdminiatraiioiis. 

Further,  I  dare  eay  that  more  tlian  nine-tenths  of  all  the 
money  out  of  which  the  Government  has  been  defrauded,  origi- 
nated by  the  banks  and  tlie  ct^nnection  of  the  Government  with 
them,  and  with  the  imtiortine  merehinis  and  the  credit  sys- 
tem—Ail darlingii  with  ilie  Federalists,  and  a  part  of  the  party 
and  the  whole  uf  tlieii  policy.    Sir,  tius  charge  of  fraud  and  cor- 

'  ruptionis  ujode  upon  the  Administration  generally,  and  parti- 
cularly upon  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  Mr  Woodbury. 
These  are  grave  charges  against  high,  distinguished  and  respon- 
sible oflScors  of  this  Government,  and  if  uoe,  are  matters  of 
grave  import,  in  which  the  whole  community  have  the  deep- 
est interest.  If  those  who  make  them  are  sincere,  and  nnake 
them  ineood  faith,  they  are  solemnly  bound,  by  the  nature  of 
their  eath  and  the  duties  of  their  office,  to  prefer  articles  of  im- 
peaehmoit.  But,  sir,  Idare  sav  further,  that  that  will  not  be  done, 
although  gentlomen  say  that  Mr.  Woodbury  stands  convicted  by 
his  own  repons;  ires,  ius  stands  convicted  by  evidence  "out 
uf  his  own  mouth.''  Yet,  sir,  on  behalf  of  Mr.  Woodbury,  and 
without  conference  with  iiim,or  his  consent  to  throw  dow.i  the 

.  f  lave,  I  challenge  any  member  of  this  House  to  prefer  articles  nf 
impeachment  .against  him.  €ir,  the  Opposition  coold  du  no- 
thing which  would  please  Mr.  Woodbury  better.  Sir,  there  is 
no  man  in  ihisllouse  that  wouUnot  recoil  at  the  thought  of 
the  indiguaiion  of  a  liberal  and  an  hnneet  community  that  mltsi 
rest  upon  the  head  of  him  who  wouM  be  foolhardy  enough  to 
prosecute  such  anadventsre  upon  an  individual  whose  merits 
secure  him  so  large  a  portion  of  the  pubhc  confidence  and  good 
feeline.  And  as  baoieringf  daring,  tanA  bMisteruus  aasertion  is 
theonierofiheday,  and  one  of  the  modes  of  argument  in  this 
House,  and  as  I  have  as  good  a  right  to  participate  in  this  new 
mode  of  discussion  as  any  other  member,  I  repeat  the  chal 

»■  lenge— impeach  Secretary  Wootlbury  if  you  dare.  But,  sir,  1 
prticeed  to  susuin  my  plea,  and  the  assertions  I  have  dared  to 
make  ind(>fence  of  this  Administration,  by  facta  and  mauers  of 
reciu*d.  But,  fii-st,  let  me  call  the  attentien  of  those  who  hear  me, 
and  those  whi)  may  read  me,  that  the  President  nominates  all 
lacetvia?,   collecting,  and  disbursing  officera;  those  who  are 

.  the  defaulters  were  nominated  by  the  President  and  confirmed 
by  .the  Senate.  Mr.  Woodbury  has  no  control  over  thoee  ap- 
pmntments.  If  uoprincipied  men  get  into  office,  and  the  Go- 
verament  is  defrauded  ibetebj,  it  is  uniuitand  uofiiir  to  hAld 
tbeSeccstary  ofllie  TreMdry  ftspondyUef  responeiMe  for  the 


conduct  of  officers,  not  of  his  appointing,  and  over  whose  con- 
duct ho  has  no  control,  except  to  detect  ihem  after  a  fraud  has 
been  coigmitted,  and  to  recommend  tljeir  removal  from  office. 
Whatever  moral  or  political  evil  inuy  aiiarh  to  the  appoint- 
ment Ufa  fmudulent  officer,  nominated  by  the  President  and 
confirmed  by  the  Senate,  neither  the  President  nor  the  Secreta- 
ry of  the  Treasury  ought  to  be  held  responsible;  for,  as  I  said, 
the  Secretary  hss  no  absolute  control  over  the  appointmeni, 
and  the  President  cannot  be  presumed  to  be  acquamied  with 
ihe  merim,  morals,  integrity,  and  qualifications  uf  the  hun 
dredih  individual  who  is  appointed  to  olTice,  who  may  have  a 
portion  of  the  control  of  the  public  revenue.  He  must  relv  up- 
on the  recommendation  of  those  who  are  acquainted  with  the 
applicant,  and  uoon  the  Senate,  who  confirm  his  numinations, 
and  who  have  fitly  times  the  opportunity  U)  know  ihe  qualifica- 
tions ol  the  nominees  that  the  President  has;  their  body  con- 
sisting o. that  number,  and  ibeir  practical  acquaintance  coex- 
tensive with  the  Union. 

The  gentleman,  to  support  his  broad  and  unqualified  charges 
of  cnrrut'tion  and  fraud,  relied  upon  the  defalcations  of  three 
individuals.  Their  names,  offices,  and  locations  were  os  fol- 
lows, viz:  Spt^ncer,  receiver  at  Fort  Wayne,  Harris  and  Boyd, 
receivers  in  Mississippi,  and  Linn,  in  Illinois.  In  order  to-  know 
the  facts  about  these  public  officers,  I  addreseed  the  following 
note  to  the  lacreiary  of  the  Treasury,  vix: 

HoiTSB  OP  Rbprbsbntativcs,  Dec.  28, 1S33. 

DKiUi  Sm:  The  Pre^ident'if  Mess  ice  i^  now  nnder  coniddcra 
tlon  In  Committee  of  the  Whole.  Much  blame  is  attached  by 
the  Opponiiion  to  the  Administration,  and  particulaily  tu  your 
DefVirtmenL,  (Treasury.)  in  consequence  of  some  defalcations 
wich  appear  in  some  of  your  <»flirial  repurts.  The  names  of 
Spencer,  receiver  at  Fort  Wa^rne,  Ilariis  and  Boyd,  receivers 
in  M'ligissippi,  and  Linn,  in  Illinon*,  are  pi  iiici pally  relied  on. 

Will  you  have  the  guodneas  to  inform  me,  by  letter,  vvhat 
amount  nos  been  eventually  lost  by  these  officers'*  Ynur  early 
attention  to  this  request  will  oblige  me,  as.I  may  find  it  neces- 
sary to  make  some  reply  to  the  unqualified  abuse  that  is  new 
poured  forth  upon  the  Administration  and  the  Democratic  party. 

Very  respectfully.  A.  DUNCAN. 

lion.  Livt  WooDBUBY,  Secreu&ry  of  the  Treasury. 

Te  the  above,  I  received  the  rti||'>wing  in  reply: 

Tkxasuby  Dbpatmbnt,  Dec.  31.  1833. 

Sir:  In  answer  to  your  letter  of  the  28th  inst.  I  would  ob- 
serve, that  in  the  document  No.  Ill,  sent  to  tho  House  uf  Re- 
presentatives in  January  last,  Mr.  Harris,  the  receiver  in  note 
No.  48  on  pa^e  39,  is  stated  to  have  paid  pan  of  his  balance, 
and  the  remainder  to  be  well  secured. 

In  Mr.  Boyd's  case,  it  is  understooti  that  the  balance  is  well 
secured  and  in  the  course  of  coUeciion.  Such  Is  presumed  to 
be  the  balance  against  Linn,  it  being  in  suit,  and  one  of  the 
sureties  of  the  latter  being  Governor  Duncan,  of  Illinois.  He  was 
no'  in  default  when  reap{K>inted. 

These  officers  were  all  dismi-^-^ed.  or  they  resigned,  as  soon  as 
the  balances  against  them,  appearing  in  the  cuirent  leturna. 
were  not  paid  over  as  directed,  or  satisfactory  reasons  not  given 
for  postponement. 

Spencer  is  not,  and  never  has  been,  a  defaulter.on  the  books, 
to  my  knowlerlgo.    He  once  delayed  making  a  denosite,  from 
badntfft?  of  the  roads,  but  it  was  made  as  soon  as  tney  became 
p88?able.        I  am,  very  rc«t>ccifully,yourobetlient  servant, 
IJ5VI  WOODBURY. 
Hon.  A.  Duncan,  House  of  Representatives. 

Shice  the  reception  of  thin  communication,  J  have  examined 
the  reporVBoffii  faulting  officers,  and  find  the  statement,  as  here 
represeiiteJ.  f  le.  It  id  due  to  the  gentleman  from  MissitHiippi 
to  say  that  ih  decumeni  he  read  from  was  calculated  to  mislead 
him.  It  did  '  )l  rxtntain  the  answers  to  the  correspondence  of 
the  8ecre;a»y  of  the  Tronsurv;  nor  does  it  contain  tho  evidence 
ofthfl  final  settlementof  the  Government  with  these  individuals; 
nor  the  fact  liat  they  were  removed  when  actually  found  to  be 
in  default,  ur  to  be  wilfully  violating  any  impoitant  order  of  the 
Treasury  Dupanmcni.  So  much  for  the  cases  of  Sprncer,  Har- 
ris, Boyd  and  Lirm,  so  much  relied  on  to  prove  the  guilt  of  fraup 
and  corruption. 

But  I  said  that  this  was  an  cconnnical  Administration.  Sir.  I 
refer  you  to  the  messages  of  the  President  and  tho  reports  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  One  uf  the  principal  features  in 
each,  is  a  strong  recommendation  of  economy  in  the  expendi- 
tures of  the  Government.  What  is  it,  sir,  that  constitutes  ex- 
travagance in  our  Governmenil  It  is  the  appropriation  of  mo- 
ney for  purposes  named  in  the  act  of  appropriation  beyond  the 
amount  of  the  Government  estimates.  The  Secretary  of  the 
Treasvry  presents  Congress  with  revenue  e5timates.  Now  what 
does  extravagance  consist  inl  Why,  in  appropriating  money 
beyond  the  amount  of  the  estimates,  and  beyond  the  amount  of 
the  income  of  the  Government  and  her  ability  to  pay.  Who 
makes  the  appropriationsl  Why,  Congress !  Then,  sir,  when 
we  have  large  and  extravagant  Government  expenditures  by 
which  the  people  are  oppressively  taxed,  who  is  to  blame?  Con- 
gress; and  I  hesiute  not  to  say,  (and  I  challenge  an  examination 
of  the  journals,)  that,  nine  times  in  ten.  the  extravagant  appro- 
priations have  been  brought  forward,  sustained  and  carried,  by 
a  majority  of  the  Federal  members  of  Congress.  Yea,  sir,  by 
the  very  men  who  cry  extra vaganoj  loudest. 

But,  sir,  I  said  that' more  than  two-thirds  of  the  Government  st 
defaulters  were  ofiposed  to  the  Democratic  party,  etc.  Sir,  I  *' 
hold  in  my  hand  a  book  containinsr  the  evidence  of  what  I  sav — 
a  list  of  public  defaulters  from  the  commencement  of  the  Go- 
vernment until  the  time  it  was  reported,  183S.  It  contnins  the 
names,  I  think,  of  upwardr^  of  three  thousand  public  defaulters,  i 
1  am  not  acquainted  with  the  nofitjcs  of  ttiem,  but  I  think  I  risk 
nothine  in  saying,  that  morn  than  two-thirds  are,  and  have  been, 
oppo.<<ed  to  the  Democratic  party.  I  judeo  of  those  I  do  not 
know  by  those  I  do  know.  I  do  not,  in  fzonerni,  mean  personal 
acquaintance.  I  say,  as  I  have  done,  that  defalcationn  are  nu- 
merous; they  :iave  existeil  fioui  the  commencement  of  the  Go- 
vernment, and  they  will  c-oniinue  t<»  exi:«t  while  the  Got'em- 
ment  exists,  and  while  fraij  man  continues  to  administer  it  It 
is  contrary  to  human  nature,  atul  to  ail  humin  experience,  to 
Btfppose  that  this  vast  political  fabric  should  be  managed,  in  all 
its  various  and  complicated  interests  and  duties,  without  abuses; 
and  all  that  r^n  be  done  to  secure  the  Government  and  the  peo- 
ple from  such  abuses  and  frauds  as  Aaoe  been  practised,  and 
to  provide  aeainst  subsequent  ahuses,  is  to  remove  the  causes 
that  have  exi!*ted,and  to  establish  such  addition  d  checks  as  wilt 
be  moat  likely  to  secure  a  faithful  and  hone.«t  ar^ministraiion  of. 
the  Government  in  all  it.9  part«;  at  least,  so  far  as  human  weak- 
ness, frailty,  and  temptation,  will  permit.  I  think  these  will  be 
paramount  duties  to  Idle  declamation,  and  that  unllmiicd  pour 


ill 


ing-ibrth  of  bitter  ylttipsrttioi;  mA  uoqaUMBbiw.  ^tm^ 
ty  purjKwes  and  Preaideot  making  ^  ^^ 

In  relation  to  the  delialcaiiahB  m  financial  trusts, thecal 
seem  tu  have  had  their  origm  and  existeoes,  ia  tjsrt,  iTZ 
baaklngsyaiami  and  th*  coaneetioo  of  die  GovemMu.  J? 
the  banks.  Itseeifia  to  metbie  must  be  ranosM  byail S 
hsve  honeNly  investigated  the  subject.  Why,  tbcn,  do  ikog 
who|are  oppoiedto  ihla  Admititaiiatioi>,  dcnoonee  it  ioMk 
unq  lulifled  tecrae,  as  the  cause  ol  all  the  abuses  uowpiMiiiBi 
by  the  official  repons  of  defakaiions,  as  well  of  iMs  A^omm- 
tratiun  and  the  deiauUen  under  it, as  those  which  hivctombi. 
fbre  it,  for  which  it  is  neiitier  morally  nor  politicaltj  mpeiiaiM 
Sir,  we  can  retort.  I  ask,  who  was  it  Uiat  iotredttcsdilMbwh- 
ing  system  into  this  country  in  a  nauooal  texm\  Alsaadv 
Hnniilton.  Who  was  hel  One  of  the  teadeis  of  tht  M^t 
party.  What  party  is  ik,  and  what  pany  hss  iibeeu,  by  vkicfe 
It  has  been  kept  up/  The  Federal  party.  IVi  what  puw  iMe 
the  princainl  defaulters  belonfodi  To  the  Pedteral  ptity.  In 
under  what  Administraiions  have  the  grsateetimovotor  difii! 
cattens  occurred!  Not  this,  dot  the  one  which  pisosiM  k.  dk, 
I  propose  now  to  expose  the  names  of  some  of  dHMwbs  be- 
long 10  the  party  who  are  now  crying  corrupiiQa,  eompiit^ 
so  loud  and  so  long,  in  concord  WMh  Che  cry  of  psoic,  puti, 
with  whieh  we  have  been  so  toocgraied.  And,  sir,  if  Idio^  . 
open  the  tombs,  break  down  the  niapans  of  ancisstiiiis 
Yards,  and  dig,  hyena  like,  into  the  grave,  aoddiKebetbeMLI 
hoiie  I  will  find  an  ample  apology  in  the  paraoioam  ia*  sfMif- 
defence.  It  was  not  1  who  began  thiaeKpositkm.  flbsiy  m^ 
man's  feeliags  here  orelaewhere  be  hurt,  the  Mame  niMaii 
be  laid  on  me,  but  upon  those  who  have  wantonly  pvonkeiit 

The  first  name,  then,  sir,  1  will  present,  is  that  of  oas  Ji^ 
Adams,  oi  ice  a  Presidem  of  i  heae  Unitsd  a»taies.  lU  w,  tmk 
u^Min  t'le  records  of  this  4»overDtaaent  as  a  defaulter  tube 
amount  of  •  I  .^,603.  Tlie  history  of  this  defalraiise  is  Hi» 
•toodtobb,  thatasumof  money  waaapfNcopruisdfsrliMMlh 
ing  the  Prenident's  house.  Prseident  Adan«  die*  ths  caib  h 
advance.  He  employed  this  amount  io  pnrchaanit  •  atadU 
carriage  and  h  rsea.  and  other  pevsooal  McattaMMsoMi. 
This  the  acrovnting  oflScen  could  not  aliew.  fls  nfiNA« 
reimburse  the  money.  Thieainoont,  thaiafora,  reiaaiM  mm- 
tied  u>  this  day,  and  will  until  the  last  day. 

Bdwaid  lUodoiph,  a  dethttlier  for>  tftl.lSB  U7,  it  UV. 
Whose  AdministmtioDdid  this  happen  under!  bdoeaiaat 
of  the  House  III,  of  lastsaMion,  the  ceOrctors'  dsfssMa  H  ihi 
same  period,  areshewn  to  be,  excinaive  ofmiSfM,  hiiitai- 
lion  of  dollars. 

Andrew  and  Jaroee  Erwin.  Document  1 1 1  exbibiut  Mi- 
cation  to  the  modoK  sum  of  t80,0UO.  Who  has  bsce  bndk- 
ted  by  this  plniider-'any  nMU  hers  to  aaswert  WhttvMihi 
politics  of  the  base  peculators?  Wkifls. 

[Here  Mr.  Bbll  of  Tenneoe  roae,  and  said,  that  tbelfwn. 
Erwine  were  not  defaulters.  It  was  a  slander  pcwnaipMiky 
ilie  Globe  paper.*] 

Mr.  DUNCAN  responded,  that  he  did  not  get  his  iafonsMiai 
from  the  Globe;  he  obtained  it  from  the  records  in  ibsitfehifB 
of  the  Oovernmeni;  evidence  of  the  highest  character,  sad  itat 
which  is  open  to  the  view  of  every  one  w  ho  desires  is  nii  1 
hope,  said  Mr.  D.  it  is  nottrUe.  Iwoukl  prsferteoMMikM 
all  timm,  human  wesktiesM  anddepr  viiy,mdwr  Ifcwflfy 
where  It  may  be  done  without  public  injury;  boiIwss«fs«r  • 
that  such  depravity  ai«  1  am  now  exposing,  did  not  eoK. -ia 
let  maaay,  once  for  all,  that  I  know  noihing  ponooaltjreffbMl- 
ineious  and  wholeeale  frauds  which  I  am  now  expoaoi.  ill 
alike  ignorant  ..f  the  men  whom  the  rscoidssbuw  ««bt« 
periiet raton.  These  frauds,  with  the  namee  ol *bssiTOO ad- 
mitted them,  are  maiters-of  record,  and  the  facts  are  sp|*f*"' 
tlie  whole  country,  and  known  to  all  who  read  lbs  joiWMM' 
(^ongres-s,  and  the  reports  of  the  Secretary  of  the  1jrMf|g' 
Consequently,  my  expoaition  can  neither  allect  the  ft^/tnk 
of  those  whoee  naineo  I  expoae  or  the  cause  ofjostics.      ^ 

Mr.  King,  laie  collector  of  Bath,  Biaiae,  sesxMio  h»Mr 
faulter  for  the  modest  mim  of  #16.000.  Perhapa  the  ymm  ] 
now  m  my  eye.tMr.  Brainkl'Cao  tell  us  whai  dtaup*!']"! ' 
politics  are,  and  whether  be  was  not  the  late  Whi«  auSmm 
Governor  of  that  State;  and  whether,  with  all  Um  cenaM  ^ 
of  defalcation  in  which  he  te  involved,  he  did  notiscsiww 
entire  H^i>  voce  of  his  State, 

So  WB  ride,  but  affain:  ,*.! 

Joseph  Wiogate  and  J.  R  Bwanton,  late  coliectoi;  t  g 
aleo.  I  have  not  before  roe  the  amount  of  thsir  "JJJJg 
but  they  are  defaulters;  and  the  former,  since  his  ditMCMM 
has  been  a  Whit  member  of  Congna,  and  most  wwwfiw 
braced  by  the  whole  party.  The  latter,  for  to  '•w»*^ 
of  Democratic  pri     *  '       " 

FedemI  Governor 

funetiona    of  tbhich    require    a  particular 
^f  the  finances  efthe  eottnty  ofKenmebeek.    1     .         _ 
nation  of  the  reports.    It  will  be  lipund  that  ihe  coikcioi** 
■  nea^ysll,«WPj5 

and  plunder.   BJJJ 

No  191.  made  tuthe  llouse  of  Reprsaenutivoi,  wiim  , 

tie  lose  by  banks  eetlmaiad  at  about  •ft.Wy  S  ^ 

nominal  debt   was  nearly  double,  but  partly  sscacss.  .i»i 


principlea,    hae  been  rewarded,  .by  J»  If 
rnor  of  Maine,    with  a  reepoasibto  wejm 

dcaiitnt 


ceivers,  and  disbuning  agenia,  all,  or  nea^v  "^  ,*!!?£! 
views  which  are  now  advanced  with  ao  macb  uel  wOfj 
tire  indemnity  of  this  system  of' fraud  t 
No  191.  made  tuthe  House  of  R< 
183S.    The  lose  by  banks  eetlmaio 


amount  is  exclusive  of  interest:  with  interest,  "wuioc^^ 
^•20,600,000.  I  refer  m  the  tvport  to  the  Senate,  Fso.  t,  M| 
^  Document  No.  153. 

The  faMses  prior  to  General  Jackann^s  admini 
leetore  and  receivers^  amount  to  #1.200.000;  (be  D 
nearly  double,  but  part  (»f  thie  aum  ia  secvredi    h  m  | 
nothing  will  be  kwt  eventually  under  Gen.  Jacksoa's  J 
traiion  but  by  JJftielmtry  Uatelans,  or  under  »b«f*^ 
ministration  but  by  Swartwaut  and  Price.    Thf 
other  jefauhera,  but  their  sccuiiiy  will  be  good  foe  v 
tive  amounts. 

Reckless,  collector  at   Perth  Ambfiy, 
alarm;  his  deialcation  was  thirty  or  fifty  doUats. 
aa  the  defalcation  was  dis6i«eredy  paid  ibe  amount 
Democrat    He  was  misled  by  hia  firedeco»<r. 

Bat  do  we  hear  any  thing  from  Arnold,  tl**^ 
eame  place,  some  years  bofbre,  under  the  adaiiw0 
J<ihn  Q.  Adamsl    He  is  in  doiauli  fur  <rK>O0O.  note 
of  which  was  recovered;  yet  we  hear  no  Fedsral  i 

*  An  inspection  .'>f  note  83,  in  the  viocument 
DoifOAS,  shows  ib%l  the  detalcaiion  of  ErwU^  ISH.^.^ 
ject  ol  judicial  in veotiffatinT^ 'owd  that  ojvdgmtf 
tained  againat  him  in  October,  1830,  for  the  moM 
6o  much  for  the  'slander  of  tlw  Clobe  fafietr:  r- 
•ensttiveneiBof  Mr.  Um.  ia  nmtid  to  lUkxm 
OfODibd'iw  tagrthi  iaertlMttvAA^.  ^^^nUt 


A 


Jftll. 


•At^Bkbk  TO  THfi  CONttRftSStoNAi  (3«;<]f]te. 


«6i 


25tii  Cong'***3d  Sess. 


Swart fi  out  Def (that ten — Mr,  Duncan. 


H.  of  Reps. 


■bout  Unt  defalcation.  lU  wa«  «  raodwn  Whig.  Thi«  waf 
eaonil  liy  ibm  nagleei  of  the  A4«iini«inuion  uaikr  which  the 
diteli  occurred,  according  to  Iha  ctaargea  now  preferied^  and 
i»  m9  uadar  the  Mmak  Adminiauatioo.  Why  thia  muteoeae 
itoaut  ▲niaid'a  delatoatieni    All  vodaraiood. 

Tlw  kiaa  on  merchMnia'  booda.  Thia  loaa .  amounted  to 
if4MXM)Q0,.wiil«mi  intanatu,  See  detail  of  naneaaad  dates  id 
leport  to  Senaie,  6th  July,  1838,  doc.  No.  603.  There  wilt  be 
feoad  the  nsme  of  O.  W.  Bruen,  of  the  fiim  of  Thoa  Smith 
Md€;a.  in  dalauii  for  the  modeat  eum  o(  tSOaOOO.  I  woukt  like 
le  kmam  wteeiher  or  not  he  is  a  violent  and  noi«y  Whig  in 
Mew  York.  Pethape  the  Whig  gentleman  now  in  my  eye 
[Mr.  (Grants}  can  inlonn  ma.  And  1  would  inquire  oi  that 
gncteman.  If  he  did  not  make  the  motion  in  CvronuHi  Council 
Mdiunsn  all  Demooraiisin  the  city  from  office  and  public  em- 
plot,  evcadoam  to  the  tamplightera? 

AcbrardTlMMnpeon,  1  ihmk  of  Philadelphia,  whom  the  re- 
m  to  be  ad«fa<ilier  to  a  eoneiderable  amount,  say  the 
«umol  §700^000,  or  more.  Perhaps  aome  of  the 
enteo  from  that  city  can  inform  uaaa  to  hia  polities. 
Whi9»l  pfmowial    Yea}  ailence  gives  conaenL 

AM  ibeeatMee  frmida  and  wholesale  deAdcationa  occurred  un- 
dar  the  Unic«ii£Hatee  Bank  Adniniatrauoo,  and  before  the  pre* 
sat  Admiaiauation.  l*bey  cmw  out  of  the  wholeaale gambling 
■jsaui  rsiaMkhad,  malmainad  and  managed  by  the  banks. 
ftaaaywam  the  Denocmey  of  this  country  have  always  set 
iMr  foeragaiiM.  Who  we  responaible  for  the  Iosbrs  Uius  sua- 
Mined  hot  tli^oa  who,  for  party  and  pecuniary  motives,  austaio 
and  keep  op  the  firauduleat  system  that  gives  birth-'and  support 


Cuilecun^  ofAcera.  Report  of  January  17,  1S38,  House,  of 
itepf  I  semarivea, docament  1 1 1,  shows  oamee  of  del^uiiing  col- 
ketiog  officers. 

lapiwf  uf  Firal  and  Second  Oompimllers  of  the  Treasury, 
docttmests  Noa.  2,  ft,  4a  and  18a,  of  the  Uouap  of  Representa- 
livea,  ahosv  dp&ulia  of  diaburMng  officers. 

la  tooking  UiiDU|th  thesa  ilocument^  among  many  hundred 
of  Wine  naraea  I  And  that  of  Jamea  Mtmroe,  /orraeiiy  a  captain 
fai  the  army,  and  is  in  default  #4,115  44.  1  have  understood 
that  thia  is  one  of  the  Whig  memberti  of  Consresa  elect; 
aad  I  ifcmk  I  have  seen. him  charr>  d  with  having  given  $5  OuO 
tMWBdaearryiagthe  New  Ifork  Whig;  elections,  li  so,  wuuld 
kaathave  beed  «um«  honorable  foe  him  to  have  paid  ibe  debt 
which  ho  owed 4ha  naiioni 

Robert  BreoL    The  name  of  this  individual  standi  on  record 
Willi  addfiUcation  annexed  of  ^ffSfiii.    lie  was  a  Payu»aster 
(Whig)  ^ 

el  ChapUa,  late  paymaster,  defalcation  « 109.000,  (whig.) 
Binaey,  laie  navy  agent,  defalcation  S70,662,  (  W  hig.) 

jMopiiKiiha.    Defaulter  for  922,621  55 (Whig.) 

Mrtea^King,  navy  agent,  (whig,)  defalcation  not  known. 

But  here  comes  Wm.  AIi;Murtry,  purser,  ilefalcaiiun  $17,091, 
CWhig.) 
•  Who  next*?    Robert  Randolph.    Defalcation  t*?5 ,007. 

These  are  su^ijecti  worthy  of  invftsiigation.  Why  not  inquire 
after  iheftil  They  are  Whigs.  Their expoehion  would  notes- 
dUi  to  oleciA  Federal  President;  and  such  an  investigation  would 
eciXMe  iftie  banking  system.  But  why  not  investigate  Thomas 
li^Kcnoey'e  eonneaion  with  the  old  Bank  of  Columbia?  how 
math  haowed  mand  what  did  the  Ckivernmenl  locel  What  are 
Ina  opiiiics?  Is  lie  not  the  editor  of  a  violent,  raving,  ranting, 
■fid mt&er  Federal- Bank  newspaperl  Who ntnc cries coirupilon, 
ftfcmpiino.  aalOMd  as  any  man  In  all  Judea? 
.  Bank  defalcations.  Look,  sir,  at  the  millions  that  have  been 
^fam.  to  the  Cfovernmen  by  the  frauds  of  th  •.  banks,  since  1817, 
up  to  IfiSSt  inclusive— ail  duiingilioBaitk  reign. 

BhiIc  defanlts  in  1837.  Yea,  sir,  60  or  70  in  number;  all  de- 
ftaneiaatonetime.  Yes,  sir.  in  defitUcatioii  at  one  time  to 
waon  than  920  000,000.  This  was  all  right  m  the  ban  kfi,  though 
HHQevafmmentwasmade  bankrupt  thereby,  the  nation's  cha- 
tmttair  blighted  at  home  and  diahonored  abroad.  Indulgence 
rgrrentn  them  by  the  President  and  Secieury,  and  that  in- 
nee  confirmed  and  continued  by.  Conereas.      This  indul- 

I  wa9  right  because  given  te  the  banks.  Yei^  sir,  the  banks 

CMrdeftsvd  and  bankrupt  the  Oovemnieut,  Whig  roUectora, 
Tf%i>  receiven^  and  Whig  disburserBrCaa  rob  the  Government 
of  any  nnioant,  iind  Whig  muteness  and  silence  reigns,  more 
ifil^isTlj  if  that  robbery  be  perpetrated  under  a  Federal  Ad- 
MniatTaiion.  BesidQ  the  indulgence  and  tune  given  before  tu 
tins  faanka«  as  deposite  agents,  from  Najp  in  October,  1837)  for 
§mflaafitK)  at  first,  and  then  for  5  or  96,000,000,  the  Treasury 
Pispaninent  save  tiyne  and  indulgtnee  to  numerous  mer- 

"    * '  ,  on  duty  bcnd»,  during  the  some  ftriod,  for  near  five 

\ more,  though  uU  were  in  default  u>  tlie  Government. 

lain  the  exercise  of  a  sound  and  legal  discretion,  and 

Sed  in  the  emj  beneficial  to  the  United  States.      I  say  Coa- 
I  aanetianed  this  in  Bepiember.  1637,  and  extended  the  in- 
ence  seiil  longer.       Both  of  these  hapfjened  al^er  real,  as- 
opnained  defaului,  and  were  not  previously,  like  the  f  hort  time 
mteta  by  the  Def^artment  and  the  President,  exercising  the 
gaiiii  le^I  and  sound  discretion  In  the  case  of  some  receivers. 
•^^^nanire  if  a  real  default  had  t^ccurrecU  ftnd  if  the  money 
vroald  not,  withotit  suit,  be  depwiited  as  ordered.      Yet  the  h  ue 
mnd  cry  is,  that  the  last  is  impeachnblo,  but  the  fip't  is  right  I!! 
And  hecause  Mr.  Woodbury,  Draco  or  Nero  like,  will  not 
Eo  a  Democrat  by  the  thruat  and  strangle  him  the  moment 
is  under  the  least  suspicion  of  ofiicial  defalcation,  let  his 
B  to  satisfy  the  Government  be  what  ihey  may,  the  cry  of 
•^Hrmpiion  must  be  rung  up^n  every  cbange,  and  the   whole 
Jliiteiiiiii  iiintiiiii  denounced  as  baraly  f rauiluleni,  and  as  conniv. 
-^mg  at  public  peculation.  All  indulgencies  that  have  been  given 
^0  defaulters,  hi.*  been  with  a  view  to  put  it  in  the  power  of  the 
jtfrthrl'T  to  liquidate;  the  amount  for  which  he  mny  huve  been 
^aidbfauU;  amlsniaras  iHe  present  Administration,  and  that 
%iluch  preceded  iU  if  conrerned,  ihe  result  of  such  a  c«»ui»e  of 
^ipXiIit  I  ("hi  11  tlin  imfirnliir  rnrn  would  admit  of  sirh  indul- 
tfgBnce)  hai«  been  of  advanrate  to  the  Government:  and  in  all 
of  default,  so  s«>on  as  ft  was  discovered  thai  dcray  or  in- 
jite  were  either  drwigcrous,  or  did  not  promise  an  advan- 
,  the  In-'ividual  have  bc<^n  reiVioved;  so  has  the  defaulter, 
jr  all  circuQiatancefi,  been  eveiunally  rcmrtveJ.    Tbcliere  1 
vrarraDted  in  saying  that  the  C^overnm^nt  hat;  sumained 
by  eirher  neglect  or  indulgence  lo  defaultnrs  by  the 
Department,  or  any  officer  thereof,  but,  on  the  con- 
I  been  benefitted  by  indulgence.    Sir,  it  is  a  cnrioits 
out  of  ime  hundred  and  fourteen  cottec/orsin  nominal 
_^  jn— <nomJnal,  I  say,  for  many  of  the  defalcations  that 
Lr  ure  not  so,  the  seulement  being  subsequent  to  the  pnbli- 
,^        ■  of  the  defalcatioai)— near  o»»«i  hundred  of  them  were 
JbiflbKCScaecal  Jackson's  adm'mis. ration.    i3o  out  of  the  whole 


number  of  disbursing  otiiceis,  more  than  two  thousand  were 
under  former  admiuistrasiontt. 

The  losses  alone,  by  two  nierchauu),  Smith  and  Thompson, 
were  more  than  by  all  the  collectors  and  receivers,  except  what 
may  b^  lost  by  Swattwoui 

Swartwoui  had  his  appointment  as  collector  ef  the  port  of 
New  York  in  1820,  by  General  Jackson.  This  was  one 
ef  the  political  errors  ol  his  life,  and  perhaps  it  has  rarely  fallen 
to  the  lot  of  man  to  commit  fewer,  li  is  due  to  Mr.  Van  Buren, 
and  proper  to  say  in  this  place,  that  he  was  opposed  to  Uie  ap- 
pointment of  SwHrtwout,uut  more  of  this  hereaAer.  During 
this  discussion,  huzannas  have  been  sung  as  usual  to  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States.  It  collected  the  public  revenue.  It  kept 
safe  the  public  r«v«}nue.  And  it  disbursed  the  public  revenue, 
said  one  gentleman,  (I  believe  Mi.  Wise  of  Virginia,)  and  not 
out;  dollar  was  lost  while  it  had  the  management  of  affairs. 
There  are  some  mistakes  in  this  eulogy  upon  the  Bank.  The 
8ank  never  collected  one  dollar  of  the  public  revenue.  The 
Bank  never  disbursed  one  dollar  of  the  public  revenue,  nor  ilid 
the  Bank  keep  safe  ail  of  that  that  was  deposited  with  IL 
Swariwout  receiveil  his  appointment  during  the  existence  of 
the  United  Suties  Bank;  and  it  may  be  fairly  said,  that  it  was 
through  and  by  the  Bank  policy  and  thn  credit  system,  that 
the  Government  has  been  deiraaded  out  of  the  amount  of 
Swartwout's  defalcation. 

Sir,  I  have  said  that  the  Government  has  lost  more,  by  ten 
times,  by  bmks,  and  its  connection  with  them,  and  by  mer- 
chanu'  bonds  or  the  credit  system,  which  is  of  the  Bank  or 
Whig  policy,  than  by  all  the  individual  collecting,  receiving, 
and  dtsbursing  officers  that  have  existed  since  the  commence- 
ment of  the  Government.  I  alao  suited  that  there  were  fewer 
losses  sustained  by  public  defaulters  duiing  the  administration 
of  General  Jackson  and  this  Administration,  so  fares  it  had  pro- 
gressed, by  more  than  one-liall,  than  the  average  losses  of  all  the 
other  adniinistnuions  which  preceded  them,  although  the  col- 
lectionsaiid  disbursements  were  mure  than  double,  and  that  the 
heaviest  losses  sustained  to  each  administiation  were  by  the 
bankii  and  tite  mercJiants,  even  in  these  administrations.  1 
have  made  the  following  table.  It  is  taken  from  the  rc^ordB 
and  le^xirtsof  the  Treasury  Department,  and  when,  and  where 
ever  examined,  I  think  will  be  found  to  be  correct.  Here  it  is.  It 
shows  the  aggregate  amount  of  defalcation  in  each  admirdstra- 
lion,  at  the  same  unie  showing  the  amount  lost  by  the  banks, 
private  officers,  and  merchants,  each  in  separate  columns,  and 
He  aggregate  amount  uf  the  whole:        [Sec  next  Column.] 

The  bank  nominal  losses  were  much  greater  than  the 
above  sums  under  Monroe's  and  J.  d.  Adams's  adininislra- 
tioitji  by  del  >^i(e  banks  that  failed,  and  by  others  that  failed, 
whose  bills  the  officers  of-Govemment  had  on  hand  depreciated. 
But  all  have  been  since  paid,  except  the  above  balances. 

All  the  losses  by  banks  under  Mr.  Mudison's  administration 
were  by  lakiiigdepreriaicd  pa{)er,  and  they  are  esliniated  low 
from  that  cauf^e,  ni  S.'ijOr'O.OOO. 

Most,  il  itui  ail  thbsu  bank  iailures  happened  while  tho  United 
States  Bank  was  in  operaiiou.  The  above  does  not  utclude 
losses  by  tbc  United  States  Bank  itself,  by  not  paying  full  divi- 
dends  several  years,  and  by  seizing  on  others  for  damages.  Out 
of  on^  hundred  and  fourteen  collectors,  only  eighty  are  indebted 
to  any  considerable  amount,  and  the  other  thirty  have  paid,  or 
secured,  or  the  sums  are  very  small.  But  as  a  balance  stood 
unsettled,  it  must  be  reported  by  the  public  officers.  Of  sixty 
M  seventy  receivers,  against  whom  balancefl  exist,  near  half  of 
the  offices  have  been  established  in  the  last  ten  years,  and 
twenty  to  thirty  of  these  delauhs  ate  small- debts,  or  secured,  or 
paid.  Of  the  r^^.OOO  esiimattd  as  a  loes  from  182^  to  1837,  it 
U  after  deducting  all  but  one  or  two  cases  ol  any  mii;>nitiule. 
Tlip  rest  will  probably  bo  in  the  end  collected,  and  not  leave 
ovbr  that  sum  if  so  much  lost.  More  money  actually  has  been 
collected  in  one  of  the  yean  under  Gen.  Jackson,  from  sales  of 
lands,  than  in  any  8or  10  years  of  any  of  his  predecessors.  Hence 
the  ra:io  or  proportion  of  losses  is  small  under  him.  Whole 
number  and  amount  of  merchants'  bonds  for  duties  unpaid 
when  due  and  probably  lost,  is  eight  thousand  in  numbei,  and 
near  $6,500,000  in  amount;  and  of  these,  tfifOOOjOOO  were  not 
under  Gen.  Jackson's  aiiministration,  except  those  falling  due 
abaut  the  time  of  the  suspension  of  specie  payments.  So  of  the 
number  of  disbursing  officers  in  default,  at  least  2,300  were  he 
fore  1829;  and  only  about  40  between  that  and  1837;  and  of  the 
whole  amount,  •4,2G0  000,  all  was  earlier  except  about  9100,000. 
The  aggregate  of  the  losses  since  1789,  is  supposed  to  be,  alter 
every  lair  allowance,  over  •18,000,000.  Yet,  under  Gen.  Jack- 
son's adininisiiaiion,  though  lasting  eight  years  instead  of  four, 
and  attended  with  greater  collections  ol  revenue,  and  especially 
much  greater  from  lands  than  any  others,  the  whole  losses 
were  only  9900,000,  instead  of  three  millions,  the  average  pro- 
portion  lo  each  eight  yeuis.  They  were  less  than  one-third  oi 
the  losses  under  other  Administrations,  op  an  averaee. 

Many  of  these  immense  looses  since|1789,  as  well  as  several 
others  in  182l.,  in  the  sale  of  the  public  lands  an  credit,  are  to  be 
aunbuted  to  the  ill  legnlaieil  cicdii  system  for  duties  and  lands, 
and  to  the  facilities  and  temptations  tu  speculation  and  losses  by 
imllncreet  bank  credits.  All  happened  under  the  United  States 
Band  and  pel  bank  systems!! 

Itrust,  sir,  I  have  shown  that  ihw  Administration  are  governed 
by  no  other  principles  than  those  of  economy.  That  thCy  have  no 
other  interest  at  heaitbut  thatof  their  country,  is  manifest  to  all 
who  have  impartial  y  examine<1  iheir  progress  I  txiist  that  I  have 
elujwn  that  the  three  cases  of  official  defalcation  chiefly  relied 
on  to  prove  corruption  on  the  pari  of  tho  Administration,  have 
noiliin?iii  them  to  warrant  such  a  charge.  I  think,  by  the  table 
which  I  have  cxhibiietl,  I  hftvc  shown,  conslusively,  first,  that 
less  money  has  been  lost  by  defalcaiionsof  any  and  every  kind, 
during  the  Administrations  ol  General  Jackson,  and  of  Mr.  Van 
Bureii,  so  far  as  it  has'  progressed,  in  proportion  to  the 
an»(nitit  oi  money  collected  and  dii^bursod,  than  ur.der  any  ad- 
ministration which  preceded  them.  I  think  I  have  shown  ihat 
ten  times  as  much  money  has  been  lost  to  the  Government  by 
banks,  merchants  and  the  credit  sysieni.  as  has  been  lot-t  by 
all  the  collccmrf*,  receivers  and  dtsbursers  (ilie  Swartwour  ca»e 
excepted)  that  the  Government  has  ever  employed;  and  if  I 
have  not  shown  that  the  Government  must  continue  to  lose 
while  it  iPonnected  with  thi.j  swindling  and  rambling  system, 
(I  mean  the  Fe«^rral  H.ink  policy,)  it  is  btcau^se  it  must  be  so 
well  unc^erstood  thwi  it  is  unnereMary. 

Sir,  every  pfT.iri  i^  now  beinsr  made  to  saddle  upon  this  Ad 
ministration  ihc  dpfa'cation  of  Swartwoui,  for  party  effect;  but 
it  cannot  be  done.  Sw^nwodt  had  his  appointment  unilcr  ano- 
thf  r  Admii:i3traiion.  The  ?reater  pan  of  his  frauds  were  com- 
mhted  before  this  Ad  i  JniBtration  came  into  existence;  and 
those  that  were  com  milled  a/^cr,  were  effected  in  consequence 


of  a  policy  which  was  adopted  before  thia  Admlnhtration— t' 
policy  which  made  il  almost  impossible  for  the  Treasury  Da-' 
partmeni  either  lo  prevent  them,  or  detect  them  aferthejr' 
wtfre  committed,  until  Swartwout  had  fled;  and  the  palicy  in 
this  case  was  the  Bank  policy,  abd  the  connection  or  the  Go- 
vernment with  iu 
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NoTB.  Actual  lo«ss  from  all  of  the  above  s6urceH,f)8«49S,C0O. 

Sir,  if  ever  candor  is  proper  and  becoming  in  any  situation 
—if  itconsthutesahuman  virtue,  and  ought  to  be  associated 
with  any  transaction  of  human  life,  it  ought  to  b^.  wlUi  the  du- 
ties of  legislation.  An  honest  and  an  unsuspecting  community 
oupht  to  b?  represented  In  an  honest  nnd  unsusplnous  manner. 
The  people  have  a  deeper  interest,  if  |MM«ible,  in  having  their 
hnnftsiy  anJ  morality  lairly  roprc-ented  th'in  even  their  politi- 
cal  or  civil  riehts.  ilow  Jci«railinfl;  Ik  it  to  the  characrc r  of  ihe 
representative  in  any  capacity,  and  more  especially  in  that  of 
an  American  Congrejsinan,  tu  play  the  part  of  a  pettifogcr-r,  or 
(•even'h-rate  county  cnuri  lawyer— dwcridinE  li:m«i/*lf  snd  the 
dignified  rtaiion  he  orcnpie-i  by  )«racrt«ing  little  trickery  for 
mean,  selfish  party  purposes.  .         , 

Sir.  I  speak  with  reference  lo  aUemp(s.made  loo  frequently  on 
'  this  floor  to  bring  the  Adininietration  into  discredit,  Vy  prwmijl- 
gaiingand  matrnifying  every  trifling  error  suppoped  toexi«in 
the  management  of  ihe  Government,  and  sopprrspine  every 
virtue  end  every  quality  of  the  Administralion,  entitling  ilto  the 
c-onfidence  of  the  people.  I  think  1  once  before,  on  this  flotir, 
remarked  that  it  b  aa  base  ani  criminal  to  withhold  the  tru<h, 
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wboQ  it  may  be  due  to  reputation,  as  to  promulge  that  which  ia 
iUae  for  the  |#urpaMe  ef  Jstracioo  or  slander.  Can  any  candid 
man  fail  to  pereeive^  or  will  any  iu«i  man  lait  to  deprecate,  the 
prattice  which  haa  bean  piinuej  in  this  debate  or  picking  (uii 

Sieular  caaee  and  reporte,  i-r  paaaagf  a  from  them,  .and  put- 
them  together,  ao  aa  to  produce  an  impreaaion  aa  to  facta, 
tsto  the  conduct  of  public  olfican,  totally  diflerent  from  that 
which  reaulta  from  a  fair  and  entire  view.  My  colleague  [Mr. 
Boko]  deliberately  accuaaa  the  Prealdent  and  the  Becretanr  of 
the  Treaaury» together  with  theSolkiterf  Comptroller  and  Firal 
Auditor,  of  a  combined  and  aiudied  effort  to  deceive  the  people 
relative  to  the  eziating  proviaiona  that  authoriie  or  direct  the 
periodical  inapeciion  of  the  booka  and  accounts  of  public  offl> 
cote;  and  he  winda  up  by  a  deliberate  aaaertion  that 
the  ducumenta  aent  to  the  llouee  are,  on  ihia  point,  untrue. 

Not  content  with  thua  making  nae  or  a  palpable  perveraion  of 
the  reporta  of  the  8oliciu>r  and  eompiroller,  to  found  thia 
charge  of  falaehoed  againat  the  Preaidani  and  the  officera  of  the 
Treaaury  Department,  he  takes  occasion,  by  the  aamemeana, 
10  magniTy  his  own  sagacity  and  induflry,  parades  befoise  thia 
House,  ae  something  wonderfully  oorel,  one  of  ihe  best  known 
■aaiooa  of  the  general  colleciion  act  of  1 799.  Perhaps  the  very 
law  which  is  more  frequently  referred  to,  and  is  mere  familiar 
than  any  other  in  the  aiatute  book,  and  quote8,ss  a  diacoveiy 
due  to  hisown  remarkable  acuteneae,  the  very  penion  ofthat 
law  under  which  the  |»ublic  officers,  whom  he  accuaes  of  being 
ignorant  of  its  proviaiona  were,  at  the  time,  notoriously  acting. 

Theaecretary  of  theTroieury  had  directed  the  ttoiicitor  and 
Oomptrollvr,  aner  ascertaining  the  facts  of  Swartwout'a  defal- 
cation, to  auggeet  such  changes  in  the  pxiating  Uw»  as  they 
might  deem  so viaable.  It  isiheir  report  from  which  my  col* 
league  makes  his  se/ecAons.  «Thoae  olAeera  are  not  inspec- 
tors of  the  cuaiom-house  proceedings  and  books,  as  direcUd 
h^law;  and  that  an  ezpresa  provision,  requiring  this  to  be  done 
from  time  to  time,  by  a  competent  officer,  from  the  Treasury 
Department,  Is  an  obvious  and  important  measure  of  precaution 
andaafety. 

This  auraestlon  my  colleague  conatruee  into  a  ^combined  and 
studied  effort"  to  create  a  talae  impreeelon  aeto  the  existing 
)awa.and  aaya  that;theBedocumenta  are  so  far  from  truth,  that  he 
iaabie  to  read  an  express  clause  from  the  statute  book,  which  has 
tat  oAore  than  fort/  years  provided  for  the  very  inspection 
**thaVfsttow  recommended  as  a  grave  >nd  saluury  remedy." 
And  how  does  he  do  thisi  How  does  he  fulfil  his  boasted  pro- 
ralssT  How  are  the  Prasideni  and  the  ofHcers  of  the  Treasury 
conTieted  of  falsehood,  or  eroaa  ignorance?  How  is  tlie  aearch- 
Ing  aagacity  of  the  member  hinuelf  eatabllahedl  Why,  for- 
■ooth,  all  thia  promised  prostrstion  of  the  president.  Secretary, 
flolicitor.  Comptroller,  Auditor,  and  the  whole  Government, 
which  thundera  so  loudly  in  the  index,  all  thia  aeifglorifica- 
tton  of  my  colleague,  and  the  astounding  proof  of  hie  ability  to 
perform  theae  *^  tearcMng  operalionB^"  (le  use  his  favorite 
phrase,)  turns  out  to  be  nothing  more  than  reading  to  thia 
House  a  well  known  section  of  the  old  collection  law,  which 
prorides  that  collectors  and  other  ofnceraahall  keep  true  ac- 
counur^  aiibmit  them  to  inspectlof)  when  required,  and  forfeit 
•1,00§  In  every  ease  where  they  refifse  ao  to  do.  Doea  this 
prore  what  my  colleague  wishes  us  to  believe  it  dpert  Dore  it 
prove  tliat  reguJar  inapectiooa  of  the  booka  and  proceedings  of 
the  c«atom>houae,  by  a  competent  officer  of  the  Treaaury  De- 
partflient,  are  now  directed  by  law!  Aa  well  might  yeu  aay  that 
Oie  panaliy  imaoeed  upon  a  smuggler  made  it  onneceaeary  to 
ilreet  by  law  tse  appointment  ol  a  single  inapeetor  or  tide-wait' 
•r  that  there  was  no  need  of  a  maiahal  or  officer  of  police,  lie- 
eanss  the  satuie  dsdarss  that  a  counterfeiter  or  a  thief  shall  be 
put  la  the  penitantiary.  The  provision  in  question  waa  well 
Known,  but  it  la  an  inadequate  provision,  pid  any  one  doubt 
•r  deny  that  the  Seecetary  of  the  Treaaury  migb*  send  a  par- 
son to  any  custemhouae,  specially  to  examine  its  proceedingat 
Is  theve  a  word  in  the  report  of  the  Secretary,  er  in  any  of  thoee 
oocoanenia  that  espreaMe'such  a  doubtl  Were  not  the  Solici- 
tor and  Comptroller  so  aent  under  thia  very  provision,  in  this 
?ery  instance?  Yet  my  colleague  attempts  to  create  this  im- 
presalonf  ao  impreeaion  the  very  reverse  of  what  ia  justly  and 
fairly  toha  deduised  from  the  doeuments  themselvea.  The  pro- 
Tiaioo  in  the  old  eo|loct)on  law  is  inadequate,  totally  inade* 
qoais.  It  is  permissive,  not  directory.  It  was  meant  to  pro> 
ride  for  apec)||  cases,  not  to  form  p#rt  of  a  genvral  system. 
'^Th/tn^wank  •aiutary  remedy"  which  my  colleague ridi 
cule^  is  not  faund  la  it,  either  directly  or  by  inferenfe.  That 
remedy  ia  to  direct,  by  potUite  law,  periodical  InsiM^tlona,  by 
competent  oficerr.  |i  that  is  already  done,  let  ikt  place  in  the 
aiatute  book  be  pointed  ont.  If  it  is  not,  let  ue  have  no  asaer- 
liona  to  the  contrary,  and  no^ruas  accusationa.  the  support  of 
which  isaiten^ted  by  stringing  together  disjointed  aenteneea, 
and  pwtUng  ftlae  conatructiona  upon  the  official  ataiemeota  of 
Imvjfable,  high-mMed  and  competent  men. 

Bir,  I  taJF  yeyr  attent^n  irhiie  I  give  a  brief  expose  of  the  po- 

Key,  and  the  reault  of  tha»  policy,  by  which  Swartwout  waa 

'  aaabled  to  commit  the  frauda  which  he  did.  and  thp  embarraas- 

■nenia  under  whieh  the  Secretary  of  the  Treaaury  labored  in 

detecting  him. 

1.  I  believe  the  merchante*  bonda  were  deposited  in  the  de- 
poslte  banks  in  New  York;  so  waa  the  amount  of  those  bonds, 
when  collected,  to  the  credit  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  United 
Stales.  Swartwout  matle  up  his  account  weekly  with  the 
bank,  on  Saturday,  at  10  o'clock.  No  account  was  ever  exhi- 
bited of  moneys  receifed'hy  him  for  duties  between  Saturday 
10  o'eUick,  and  Monday  morning.  All  moneys  received  after 
10  ly clock  on  Saturday  morning,  and  before  10  o'clock  Monday 
IBornlqa,  vere  not  depoaitsd;  or^  if  thev  were,  they  were  depo- 
silo<Unpta  name,  and  to  his^ndiylduflar^lt,  antf  drawn  upon 
Ua  jndidduaUheck.  Thia  v^a  the  mean  by  whi^h  a  portion 
of  the  defalcatinii  was  effSlcteJ,  and  unqdestlon^Iy  grei(f  out  of 
the  connection  of  the  I'reasurv  with  the  banks.  It  is  easy  to 
perceive  that  this  fraud  could  go  on  some  time  without  detec- 
Moo.    I  believe  near  $900,000  of  the  fraud  occurred  in  thia  way. 

2.  Owing  to  the  peculiar  manner  in  whirh  cenain  funds 
came  ioto  the  hands  of  the  collector  at  New  York,  (and  per- 
haps'other  ports,)  and  to  the  right  which  he  bod  to  rotain  a  por- 
Ijoo  of  tboae  funds  in  his  hands,  they  were  kept  out  df  «!f  ht.  god 
indaiK^  op|t  of  tho  knowleflge  of  the  Trea  ury  Depa'rtmept. 
Thia  occura  in  this  w»f-  Whan  ftn  importing  merchant  re 
ceiroa  from  his  vesael  a  rargq  orgooda,  upon  whioh  the  duties 
hajre  to  he  paid  ia  cash,  in  advance,  the  duty  on  )vhich  may  be 
known,  that  if,  the  elaas.of  goods  and  the  amount  of  duty  on  that 
particular  elaaa  ipay  be  knq wn^  but  it  may  take  aome  time  to  cal- 
euUttaandmake  qp  the  nmouptof  duty  that  may  be  due  on  the 
whoR.  The  mcreliant,  desiroua  to  have  the  use  of  hie  good«, 
•«*^.7**!**f  i^**"*^***^  *®  P*JL  ''hat  the  dntiee,  when  made 
up,  wlU  probably  amount  to     the  collector,  m  this  case,  gene- 


rally receives  a  sum  nmonii;ii!;  to  mure  thin  tho  duties  when 
mad<?  up.  In  this  he  isjuiiifk.ijle.  as  he  m  Uiuml  lo  look  to  the 
aecuniyand  interest  ol  the  Government.  He  retains  in  hie 
haada  what  he  supposes  may  be  the  overplus  betweeo  what  he 
has  received  and  what  may  really  be  found  to  be  due  when  the 
account  is  made  up.  Trananciions  of  this  character  are  of 
every  day 'a  occurrence.  The  au  m  thua  retained  ia  not  reported 
(or  may  not  be.  and  was  not  in  i^wartwout'scase)  to  the  Trea- 
sury, but  waa  kept  (as  pretended)  for  the  purpose  of  paying 
back  to  the  merchant  what  was  due  him.  This  surplus>-if  it 
oiay  be  so  called— in  Swartwoui's  case,  has  constituted,  at  all 
times,  a  large  standing  fund,  a  paft  or  which,  it  is  easy  to  per- 
ceive, might  be  abstracts']  without  the  knowledge  of  any  person 
but  tlie  collector  himself;  wiinout  the  knowledge  of  the  8ecre- 
lary  of  the  Treasury,  or  any  <  ficer  of  his  immediate  Depart- 
ment. Thia  fund,  I  believe,  in  called  "cash  deposited  to  meet 
unascertained  dutiea."  From  this  fund  Swartwout  abatiacted 
about  tieOfOOO. 

3.  "Dutiea  paid  under  protests."  This  constitutes  a  fund  which 
puts  it  in  the  power  of  the  collector  to  defraud  the  Government 
out  Of  almost  any  sum.  It  is  as  follows:  An  importing  mer- 
chant haa  received  a  cargo  of  gooda  (on  whirh  cash  is  payable 
on  demand)  of  a  particular  ctasa^  and,  con!*equently,  tne  sub- 
jects of  higher  duties;  so  supposes  the  collector.  The  merchant 
eontends  tha:  his  goods  are  not  of  such  a  class;  the  collector 
contends  they  are,  and  demands  the  duty  due  on  such  goods. 
The  merchant,  in  order  to  avail  himself  of  the  use  and  practical 
benefit  of  his  goods,  pays  the  collector  the  amount  he  demands, 
but,  at  the  same  time,  enters  his  protest,  and  commenrris  suit  for 
what  he  supposes  he  has  overpaid.  The  collector,  not  knowmg 
what  the  result  of  the  suit  inav  be,  and  not  knowing 
whether  or  not  he  would  recover  the  amount  in  controversy 
from  the  Government,  should  he  pay  it  over  to  the  credit  of  the 
Treasurer  of  tha  United  States,  retains  it  in  hta  hands  for  his 
own  safety— and  I  believe  the  United  Stales  District  Court  hss 
decided  ibat  he  has  a  right  so  to  do,  until  a  legal  decision  is 
had.  Should  he  psy  the  money  in  protest  over  to  the  Govern- 
ment on  its  reception,  and  the  suit  should  terminate  in  favor  of 
the  merchant,  it  has  been  doubted  if  he  could  get  relief  in  any 
other  way  than  through  Congress— a  slow  method,  and  some- 
whut  uncertain— before  which  an  execution  might  sweep  from 
undsr  him  his  whole  property.  From  this  fund  it  is  supposed 
that  Swartwout  abstracted  about  $150,000  or  g?  0,000,  which  he 
had  it  in  hie  power  to  do  without  the  knowledge  of  the  Treaaury 
Department,  or  the  means  of  detection. 

4.  When  the  banks  8uspend(»d  payment,  there  were  in  num- 
ber, of  merchants'  bonds,  ten  thousand  due  for  duties,  and  the 
amount  due  on  these  was  upwards  of  five  millions  of  dpllara 
The  bonds  were  withdrawn  from  the  banks,  and  an  extenaion 
given  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in  consequence  of  the 
pecuniary  embarrassments  consequent  upon  the  suspension  by 
the  banks.  At  the  extra  seesion,  Congreos  gave  an  additional 
extension  of  nine  months,  aa  well  upon  tho.«e  bonds  on  whirh 
suit  had  been  commenced  as  those  on  which  it  had  not  The 
wHhdrawal  of  the  bonds  from  the  banks,  the  extension  of  ere- 
dit  given  on  them,  the?  vast  amount  due,  and  the  great  num- 
ber of  bonds  thrown  into  the  collector's  office,  gave  a  new  di- 
rection, and  threw  all  the  business  in  such  confusion.that  it  seems, 
by  the  letter  of  Mr.  Fleming  imp<ie8ihle  to  know,  far  a  time,  in 
what  situation  the  bonds  and  the  business  of  tho  office  were; 
and  if  the  officers  themselves  of  the  cuatomhouse  could  not  tell 
in  what  aitiiation  things  were,  relating  to  the  duties  and  bondk, 
how  was  it  possible  (or  the  Trearnry  Depsrtment  to  know  any 
thing  about  it,  or  to  know  so  much  as  to  enable  It  to  detect  the 
frauds  which  Swartwout  wa<  tlicn  daily  nml  hourly  commit- 
ting? The  act  of  the  withdrawal  of  the  lionds,  and  their  exten- 
sion, and  the  confusion  thereupon,  not  only  put  it  in  the  power 
of  SwaKwout  to  commit  irauds,  but  obstructed  the  channels 
through  which  the  information  would  have  flown  to  the  Secre- 
tary, qf  the  factoffrauds  being  commiue<l,  and  consequently  of 
the  power  of  detecting  them- 

6.  The  collector  is  bo)ind  to  render  quarterly  accounts  to  the 
Treasury,  but  he  has  three  months,  after  the  expiration  of  each 
quarter,  to  make  up  his  accounts,  and  three  months  aHer  the 
exuiration  of  his  term  of  office  before  he  can  be  considered 
published  or  prosecuted  as  a  public  defaulter,  hn  us  see  to 
what  extent  this  legal  privilege  may  have  o|)erated  to  the  frau- 
dulent purpoeea  of  Swartwout,  and  to  (he  embarrassment  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  detprt  his  frauds.  The  banks 
suspended  payment  on  May  ll'h,  1837.  Swartwout's  time  ex- 
pired on  the  SSth  of  March,  1S38.  Then  it  is  found  that  he  had 
the  advantage  of  the  possession  of  the  bonds  to  the  amount  of 
t5  000,00(X  The  advanta^  efthe  extension  given,  (advantage, 
because  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  was  thereby  pr  vented 
from  deteciincr  him.)  and  all  the  copfii«<ion  and  embarrassment 
thereupon.  I  aay  be  had  the  sdvantnKe  of  all  these  for  up- 
wards of  ten  months  next  from  the  2^th  of  March.  He  had 
three  months  before  he  could  be  called  to  a  settlement,  at  the  ex- 
piration oj*  which  time  he  was  railed  upon  for  a  settlement  by 
the  FirsiAu  'iter  ofthe  Treasury;but  no  settlrmeot  was  obtained. 
Immediately  notice  was  given  t'>  his  btmdsvm'  n.ahout  which  lime 
S^^riwoutaailed  for  plpgland*  havine:  abstracted,  of  the  public 
money,  upwards  offive  or  six  hundred  thousand  dollars,  by  these 
last  advantages  which  the  law  afforded  him.  Three  months  to 
make  up  his  accounts,  the  su.«pen8ion  of  specie  pavments  by 
the  banks,  and  the  confusion  and  embarrassment  produced  by 
that,  and  the  withdrawal  ofthe  bonds,  and  the  hctoal  possession 
of  the  bonds  gave  him.  Now,  sir.  I  ask.  what  vieilance,  other 
than  that  which  has  never  been  thought  of  since  the"  l)eeinninKof 
this  Government,  rould  have  bern  practiwd  by  the  Secr^taiy  of 
the  Treasury,  to  have  detected  !?wartwout's  frauds,  or  to  have 
saved  iheGovernmsnt  from  ih  "se  which  were  pra.-iised  by  (he 
advanuiges  which  the  policy  of  the  Gov.  rnmcnt  and  the  taws 
gave  tha  collector,  and  over  which  tho  Becreiary  had  no  con- 
trol? 9ir,  to  censure  the  Secretary  of  the  "treasury  for  a  laehe§ 
in  Swartwout^s  frapJa,  istocmaure  him  for  tho  want  of  a  vigi- 
lance which  no  one  ever  dreamed  of  to  this  time.  To  censure 
him  foraqeglert  of  duty  in  ihi«i  ra«e,  is  doing  him  the  base 
injustice  of  eensuring  him  for  the  hftih  ct  oi '  hat  which  the  law , 
and  the  policy  of  this  Gov«>riin»  ut,  ami  fiauds  ofthe  bank's. 

...     ^  _L  .._  ».  ._    ,  ,         '    outofhlj 


TfiJl)  Yf  h'Ch  its  Treasury  lia."  been  connected,  put  it  out 

power  topertiVrB,  f^'  '^'^-^  ^  "••  "'"t  ri7r:rr!f:.:  :!ie  i  -,., 

tary  u>  act.  every  vici'anre  was  use.l  to  bring  Swartwout  to 
settlement  and. after  he  had  absconded,  every  vigilance  was 
ui^d,  andii>  using,  tu  detect  the  extent  of  his  fraurl^,  aqd  to  se- 
cure the  Oovf'  raeni.  Sir,  to  eharge  the  Secretary  with  con- 
niving at  Swartwoui's  frauds,  or  any  t  iher  defauheHs  fnfMs, 
or  even  with  culpaLit  neglect  of  official  vigilance,  is  charaing 
him  with  that  of  which  i.e  id  not  guilty.  It  is  charging  him  with 
•,'iat  which  his  high  character  as  an  honorable  man,  his  vigi- 
lance and  rapacity  aa  a  public  officer,  and  his  reputation  as  a 


patriot  and  friaod  to  bis  country,  ought  to  exempt  him.  Aad' 
forthor.  I  look  upon  niieli  charfaa  as  a  slandsr  fmoi  which  thi 
laws  of  our  eoumiy  ought  to  pnitaet  him,  aa  well  in  kMiadii^ 
dual  aa  in  hia  official  chancier.  Bir,  thii  war  upon  tba  Sscrw 
uivy  of  tho  Tfsosary  Is  bat  one  of  ths  thoaaand  maaosaiM  to 
broak  down  the  Admfausirailoo.  All  that  can  ba  mada  eut  of 
the  Swartwout  dsfUcaiioii,  will  bo  uaad  to  tha  greaia^  poaiUi 
extent,  to  prostrate  ths  Admhiiatratioii,  tod  to  Migbt  tha  papate 
ctmfidenee  in  iC 

It  seema,  it  and  other  dafaJcaiions  aro  to  be  oasdaa  a  tii> 
edged  aword,  that  ia,  tadastroy  tha  eonfldsnes  of  the  paopii  h 
the  AdministratioB,  by  ths  cry  of  coiTupth>n  and  fcawl,  uA  to 
bankrupt  the  Treasury  for  the  asms  puraoae,  by  extfavanaee 
and  profligacy  in  printing  tons  of  wortfalsaa,  sod  wsno  d« 
usslesa  docamsnts.  rshuing  to  thoss  dsfklesnons.  Sir.  a  elk. 
with  this  eilort  wo  saw  a  raaolQilon  innoducad  im  c 


raetsr  with  this  ellort  wo  saw  a  raaolQilon  Iniroducad  im  oihv 
day,  and  carriad,  authorismg  aad  raquiring  the  pnntia^of 
20,Q00<}oplssof  a  document  purporting  to  bsa  raooit  of  dehl- 
cations  and  dofanlteia,  with  the  oorrespondsocs  of  the  flocMs* 


ry  of  the  Treasory  wllh  the  supposed  defaaltera  Sir,  1  bavt 
siatsd  before  that  this  doeamsot  purpwts  to  bs  what  h  h  not. 
Itcooiains  tho  oorraspomlBDoaoftaaascisiary  of  the  TNagur;. 
but  it  does  not  eontam  many  of  tho  answera  and  final  Md» 
menta  ofand  with  thoss  that  aiarqprasantad  to  be  delaukeia 
Many  penona  living  and  dead,  avs  ropreaented  hi  that  does- 
roont  to  be  defaulters,  who  do  not  owe  the  OovenuBam  adoihr, 
andaoineofthen^  lam  lokl,  have  Just,  hot  anwitlad,  cUm  I 
againat  the  Govomment.  Sir,  to  puhlteh  k  to  the  extant  of  dM 
raaolaiion,  waspromulgadog,  in  ttaoy  inatancea,  a  faholMHri 
upon  the  Itviog  and  atandsra  upon  the  loemoiy  of  the  de^. 

But.  sir,  I  have  another  objection  to  printing  this  docsMal 
It  will  involve  a  criminal  prollicaey  hi  expeaditare  of  fifiaei 
or  twenty  thooaand  doHais,  which  can  anawer  no  oihw  ni^ 
poae  than  to  pot  so  nnch  mooay  into  ths  pockat  or  ika 
printer.  It  will,  sir,  be  pouing  so  much  money  kio  tho  hnb 
of  ilioae  whom  I  consider  more  woithlsaai  if  pniaihk.  ihaa 
ths  purpose  for  which  tho  oiqionditiire  would  be  nado.  I 
mean  the  moftfaMr  and  pliant  sasaal  of  ths  Bank,  tha  oditor  of 
the  National  Imelligonoer,  and  hia  caiapaw  and  tool,  tha  «#iai 
of  the  Madiatmian,  the  Ooneerwativtff 

But,  sir,  these  proQigate  expenditures  and  worUilew  appio> 
priations,  can  go  on  so  fsr  ss  raoolutioM  of  thiaHouae  CBeaa* 
thoriaetham.  Than  Is  no  shock  hers.  Ths  DsmsMieyan 
in  the  minority.  The  imiisd  strength  of  tha  WhlgB  and  Goo- 
servativaa  roaLks  amojority.  They  dUlbrinnsme.botnoili 
principle.  Oonaervaiism  Is  but  another  namo  fbr  WhiQor;, 
and  both,  but  other  namss  for  Fbdanlism  Thsy  era  like  ana 
and  wife.  They  are  joined  in  Die  holy  bands  of  poliiicalvod- 
lock.  They  are  fleah  of  one  fle4i.  Mood  of  oae  blood,  aod  bm 
of  one  bona.  They  will  live  togetiisr  OMil  aapaiaiedl^disft. 
Thoee  whom  ths  banks  have  joined  together,  let  no  aiaa  |« 
asunder. 

Theee  evils  are  with  the  people.  They  can  remedj  dsei; 
all  I  can  do  iato  proteat  against  thom,  which  I  will  do  wUk  I 
have  a  tongue  to  speak  and  a  hand  to  write. 

Esch  of  thasa  reasons  eonstitatsd  a  sufficient  ot^Joctin  vkh 
me  for  voting  against  tha  reaolatios  to  prim  that  docaoNM^l 
repeat,  that  1  look  upon  such  efiTorts  to  squander  thepublic  tna* 
8ura,andm  bankrupt  the  nation,  as  dona  with  a  view  to  talk 
down  the  Administnuioii,  and  dssiroj  tho  Dewociatie  paitf. 

0>jt,«r,^hat  could  htfliics  tha  Sscrslaty  (o  coonivesilha 
frauds  of  Swanwouti  He  was  no  fVioivliotheAdniiQiiuatioa 
or  to  the  Demoehu^.  He  waa  a  Conservative  iA  theory  aai 
praaice;  and,  conaequently,  like  all  other  Consorvativea,  op- 
posed to  both.  I  repeat,  what  groaod  la  thera  to  soppow  th« 
the  Secretary  ofthe  Treasory,  or  any  other  faidtvidsaiofdM  De- 
mocracy cooeemed  in  tho  adniiBiatratioo  of  theChivHniBMi^ 
would  connive  at  tha  frauda  of  Swartwout,  or  any  othw  Oo«* 
aervative.  Why,  sir,  above  all  isim  on  tha  facsof  dia««Nis 
ConpsFvaUsm  Is  tho  Isstaod  tail  end  kn.  Ye^iii,  faitht 
estimation  of  this  Administrsiion.  Conservatlam  ia  acak 
deeper  in  baae  Iniquity,  finil  commtioQ,  and  Wack  hypaahf, 
than  even  modem  Whueir  itself. 

But,  in  addition  to  this.  Swartwout  w-aa  conecivad  fa  a^ 
brought  forth  in  iniqalty,  and  reard4n  fraud.  Hla  ftdMr  fit 
a  baae  defaulter  hi  Mr.  Hoiiroe^s  admlnhRratioo. 

It  may  be  aakod,  why  Gsaaral  Jackson  woald  aoarinataaach 
a  man,  with  such  nativs  sotpidOM  sarroondhig  lditf>  I  »< 
swer.  why  did  a  Whig  Sonata  eanfinn  the  nominaiisn  of  a  bm 
who  had  such  naiive  suspicions  surroundug  Mml  Why,  aht$ 
did  the  whole  IVhlj^  mercantile  iaieieat  of  New  York  di^ 
unite  in  recommending  a  man  who  had  accb  nauva  aosplcisM 


undina  bimt  WoeouM  retort.  Wo  might  aweit;  that  thua 
muat  hfvs  been  ^coqspiiacy  to  daftfud  tha  Qaveaanant  ka> 
tween  Swartwout  and  the  whig  marchanis  of  New  York;  and 
we  might  emhracs  aome-Whig  aanatora  in  the  eoaapiracy.  All 
thia  we  might  dn,  and  make  out  aa  strong  a  caaa  or  coasipiney 
aathe  Oppo«ltion  can  make  of  **esiifnoaiics."  Bat,  sir,  «s 
are  incapable  of  m^ing  aoch  a  charge,  as  ths  New  Teck  dn^ 
chants  snd  Whig  Senators  are  incapule  of  entering  mio  lOCh 
a  conspiracy. 

Mr  Speaker,  |  hops  tha  leading  meattaresrscemoaodrfii 
the  President^  Mesaage  will  Im  carried  out.  |  look  opoa  thn 
all  as  of  vast  importance  to  uio  inierssiB  of  the  country,  bat 
more  particularly  that  whteh  rehrtss  to  ths  coUecttmi,  mft 
keeping,  and  faithful  disburoement  of  the  public  revioaa  k 
se  ms  to  me  that  the  highest  interesm  of  ths  country  ictjalit 
that  that  policy  should  bo  the  policy  of  the  eonRny-4 
mean  the  esiablishmeoi  of  an  Independent  Tkeasvry.  Jjanei 
to  the  laboring  taxpayer  requires  it.  Bvtry  intsreat,  wheikX 
commercial,  mercantile,  manufacturing  africaluml,  « 
mechanical,  and  all  other  inetftutions^  which  have  la 
interest  in  a  eound  currency,  aod  the  fiudifol  pet: 
formanre  of  public  and*piivate  contracts,  require  it.  fiotahm 
all,  the  financial  interest  Involyedin  tho  cBansgempt  of  thj 
Qovcrnthdbt,  Imperfoiisly  demand  it;  for  so  long  ai  me  pfMdt 
evstem  of  the  oonneftion  of  the  Go^rnment  wi»  d»  k><^ 
continues,  the  Government  aiidMia  honest  laborer  moil  eoAhnU 
to  be  the  prey  ofthe  lounging  loafer,  the  8tbCk>Bbbkig  gUMir) 
ttOd  Ul6  ttfllCUl  DBcnIat  A^ 

NoTA  iBMB— After  Mr.  IhniOATf  had  flntriie^ thf  ah^T" "i 
marks,  Mr.  Paritnyit  moved  ths  preslnne  tnicatkm.**  ip^ 
fiTi^LV  beggedofMr.  fEtUKm  that  he  wquwVhhdiawftr  • 
moment  the  motlor  fo;  the  ptevloua  qoeoiloa,  until  Beim.&] 


;nt  the  motlOT  fo"  the  previoua  ooeoiloa,  unni  WiMr.»i 
make  «  remark  or  two.  Mr.  rvnifiM  cm*$"I*^9 
Job  that  Mr.  Q.  would  r^qew  the  motion;  to  wHrh  y-^ 
mod.  Mr.  8ta«ly  proceeded,  and  In  the  mwiw^'Myg 
romarka  Insinuated'  that  Mr.  Ihma4ll  ma  m  4?*!f 
ih  reftrrstl  ts  a  letter  whkh  he  b^dwatt  Htffaad  tt  m 
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Senate. 


pablie  printa,  purporting  to  b«  an  anawer  to  soma  imerntgatO'  • 
Tim  jiut  lo  him.  (Mr.  D]  prior  to  bia  ro^lecijon,  by  the 
▲boiiuonifia  Mr.  Dumoan  Qslrad  lo  explain.  Mr.  Stamly 
f*?ewaj.  Mr.  Uukoak  aaid,  that  a  faw  daya  bafore  Uie  iate 
alaetiiD  in  Ohio,  a  number  Af  tlia  members  of  the  Anil- 
d$,rwr  Sw:iat7  in  bia  diairici  propounded  aundry  queatiuna  to 
Una,  in  writlns,  on  the  aubject  of  the  abolition  ol  aiaTery  in  the 
Dbtrlet  of  Columbia,  Ac  Theae  quationa  he  had  promptly 
•iHveced;  and»  fai  his  anaweis,  deprecated  alavarir  in  the  ab. 
iOauc.  lie  alao  had  deprecated  modem  Abolitioniam  aa 
niataken  philanihiopy,  disorganizing  in  ita  tendendea,  and,  in 
Iti  charastar,  daaierous  to  th«  Union.  I^r.  P.  said,  that  part  o( 
his  latter  in  which  he  deprecatea  alarery  in  the  abairaci  had 
bssopubliahed  in  many  of  the  Federal  aheeia,and  had  been 
moil  baael/,  unjuatlv  and  ungeneroualy  commented  upim 
10  his  prejudice  and  with  a  view  to  identify  him  with 
Abolitioniam;  whilst  that  part  of  Uie  letter  which 
daprecatea  modern  Abolitionism  had  been  carefully  kept 
out  of  aight.  Mr.  D.  aald  such  baae  conduct  waa  worthy 
of  the  paraone  who  would  be  guilty  of  it,  and  of  the  party 
who  would  suatain  them  in  it.  Mr.  Ouhcam  waa  proceeding 
briefly  to  expose  the  riewa  he  entertained  in  relation  to  alavcry 
hithaabatract,  of  modem  Abolitioniaroi  and  of  the  right  of  pe- 
tiCion,etc  when  Mr.  BTAMLr  hitarrupted  Mm,  and  and  that  he 
did  not  yield  th^  floor  to  hear  a  apeech;  it  waa  to  hear  an  expla* 
nation.  Mr.  Duncah  said  he  would  yield  the  floor,  but  as  ths 
prerioua  queaiiou  waa  pending,  and  aa  he  would  have  noop- 
ponunity  to  reply^  ha  must  firat  pronounce  the  insinuation  that 
he  was  an  Aboliuoniat,  a  baae  falsehood  and  a  foul  detraction, 
whether  it  dwelt  upon  the  Jips  of  the  unprincipled  calumnia- 
tor, or  floated  on  the  breeae  in  the  corrupt,  poisonous,  and 
aliDderoua  Federal  aheeis  of  the  day . 

REMARKS   OF  MR.   NILES, 
Of  Connecticut, 
Jfi  Serude^  Tuesday ,  January  29,   1839— On  the  mo- 
lion  of  Mr.  Bkmton  for  leave  to  introduce  a  bill 
.  to  repeal  ihe  duty  on  salt. 
^  Mr.  NILES  remarked  that  it  was  not  kis  inten- 
tion to  go  into  any  general  discussion  of  ihe  subject 
of  Ihe  salt  duty,  or  that  of  the  fishing  bounties.  He 
bad  risen  te  give  very  briefly  the  reasons  for  his 
own  course,  and  might,  before  be  took  his  seat,  no- 
tice one  or  two  observations  which  had  fallen  irom 
other  gentlemen  daring  this  debate.    His  constitu- 
ents, to  a  Tcry  limited  eiteni,  were  interested  in 
dM  manufacture  of  salt,  and  in  the  cod  and  mack- 
erel fisheries;  but  the  whale  fishery  was  the  prin- 
eipal  interest  in  his  State.    The  abolition  of  the 
dn^  on  salt  and  of  the  fishing  bounty  is  a  question 
of  general  interest  lo  the  whole  Union,  but  more 
particQlarly  to  lo  some  of  the  Eastern  States. 

He  looked  at  the  question,  however,  upon  gene- 
ral principles,  and  at  the  proper  time  should  be  in 
Ikvor  of  an  inquiry  into  the  subject,  and  probaMy 
of  abolishing  the  duty;  ytt  his  mind  was  not  en- 
tirely made  up  on  that  question.  He  was  not, 
however,  satisfied  that  it  would  be  right  or  just  to 
repeal  the  duty  on  salt,  and  suffer  it  to  remain  on 
other  articles  falling  within  the  same  category.  He 
eoDCorred  generally  in  the  views  of  the  Senator 
from  Missouri  on  this  subject,  but  could  not  agree 
with  him  iy  the  opinion  that  the  salt  duty  was  one 
standing  alone  and  distinguishable  from  all  others. 
Whether  it  was  originally  imposed  as  a  war  tax  or 
not,  did  not,  tn  his  judgment,  alter  the  case.  He  re- 
garded the  duty  on  &;alt  as  one  of  a  class,  all  of 
which  rested  on  the  same  principled.  He  alluded 
to  articles  of  first  necessity  for  upholding  life,  and 
which  arc  of  nniversal  ase  and  consumption.  Salt 
]8  an  article  of  this  description;  but  it  is  no  more  so 
Iban  breadstoff,  and  fuel,  and  provisions.  All  these 
articles  were  absolutely  necessary  to  human  sub- 
'  sistence,  and  he  should  rejoice  to  see  the  duties  re- 
moTcd  from  all  of  them,  when  it  ci>uld  be  done 
without  iBJustice  lo  existing  interests. 

Bdt  he  could  not  con:#ider  ibe  duly  on  salt  as 
more    objectionable  than  that  on  breadstuff  and 
foal.     If  one  was  the  salt  of  existence,  the  other 
was  the  bread  of  life.    He  could  not,  therefore, 
see  the  jostles  of  repealing  the  duty  on  one  of  these 
articles,  and  leaving  It  upon  the  others.    If  the 
duties  on  the  whole  were  repealed,  the  operation 
woald  be  more  jusf  and  equitable,  as  that  portion 
of  the   population  interested  in  the  production  of 
one  of  these  articles  of  prime  necessity,  would,  to 
sooie  extent  at  least,  be  relieved  frcm  the  lo.««of 
the  protection,  by  the  repeal  of  the  duty  on  other 
articles  of  common  use,  of  which  they  are  the  con- 
sumers. Those  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  salt, 
and  in  the  fisheries,  consume  the  bread^^tuff,  pro- 
^iaionSy    and  coal  of  the  Middle  and  Western 
dUfcs,  which  are  subject  to  a  heavy  duty.    Per- 
liaps  ordinarily  the  duty  on  grain  m  as  not  practi- 
calJy  felt,  as  the  foreign  article  could  not  come  in 
competition  with  the  domestic.    During  the  last 
nro  years,  however,  it  had  been  otherwise;  and  in 


1837,  nearly  five  millions  ofdo!!arj%  worth  of  grain 
had  been  imported,  subject  to  a  doty  of  twenty-five 
cents  on  the  bushel  of  wheat. 

Whilst  those  interested  in  the  salt  manufacture, 
of  the  fisheries,  are  paying  a  heavy  duty  on  their 
breadstuffs  and  provisions,  would  it  be  just  to  take 
away  the  protection  which  they  derive  from  the 
duty  on  salt,  and  the  drawback  on  exported  fish? 
The  duties  of  the  same  class,  ani  resting  on  the 
same  principles,  ought  to  stand  or  fall  together. 
This  seems  to  have  been  the  sense  of  the  Senate 
on  a  recent  occasion.  Two  years  since,  he  report- 
ed a  bill  for  abolishin;?  the  doty  on  foreign  coal. 
He  then  thought  that  this  duty  was  distinguishable 
from  all  others;  that  it  was  not  only  an  onerous 
tax  on  an  article  or  first  necessity  for  the  support 
of  life,  bnt  tliat  it  was  absolutely  oppreuive  to  the 
poor.  That  duly  is  certainly  vasily  more  burden- 
some to  the  poorer  class  in  our  cities  than  the  salt 
duty.  A  family  which  might  consume  three 
bushels  of  salt,  coold  not  possibly  get  through  the 
year  with  less  than  four  or  five  tons  of  coal,  sub- 
ject to  a  duty  of  near  two  dollars  per  ton.  The 
duty  in  one  case  would  be  twenty  cents,  and  in  the 
other  eight  or  ten  dollars.  This  would  be  the  du- 
ty actually  paid;  but  the  tendency  of  ihe  coal  duty 
at  particular  seasons,  when  the  navigation  was  ob- 
structed, was  to  favor  the  vile  system  of  regrating 
and  monopoly,  which  at  times  had  raised  the  price 
of  the  article  nearly  one  hundred  per  cent,  above 
its  ordinary  value.  He  had  also  supposed  that  do- 
mestic coal  was  sufficiently  protected,  from  the 
bulkiness  of  the  article  and  the  expense  of  the  im- 
portation. 

But  when  this  subject  was  brought  before  the 
Senate,  a  decided  majority  of  this  body  were  op- 
posed to  interfering  with  the  duty;  some  on  the 
ground  that  it  would  interfere  with  the  compromise 
act,  and  others  because  they  deemed  it  unjust  to  re- 
peal the  duty  on  a  single  article,  and  thought  it  bet- 
ter that  the  matter  should  rest  until  there  was  a 
general  revision  of  the  tariff,  which,  it  seems  to  be 
generally  supposed,  must  take  place  prior  to  1843. 
If  this  policy  was  correct  two  years  ago,  it  was 
more  so  now,  when  the  time  was  so  near  at  hand 
when  a  general  revision  mtist  take  place.  He 
could  not  consider  the  reasons  for  repealing  Ihe 
salt  duty,  as  stronger  than  those  for  abolishing  the 
duty  on  coal.  The  first,  it  is  true,  is  of  more  gene- 
ral consumption,  but  it  is  much  less  burdensome. 

Whenever  the  genera]  revision  of  the  tariff 
shall  engage  the  attention  of  (congress,  he  hoped 
to  see  the  duly  removed  from  all  that  class  of  arti- 
cles constituting  the  primary  necessaries  of  life, 
whether  for  food  or  fuel.  Bat  such  revision  is  not 
now  proposed,  and  cannot  be  made  at  this  time. 
As  to  what  is  called  the  compromise  act,  that  was 
no  obstacle  with  him.  He  loolred.to  it  only  as  fix- 
ing the  time,  and  that  was  near  at  hand,  when  the 
whole  of  your  impost  duties  must  be  re-examined 
and  readjusted.  When  that  time  come,  it  would 
not  be  his  fortune  to  have  a  seat  in  this  hall;  yet  he 
hoped  that  the  subject  would  be  approached  and 
examined  with  that  spirit  of  compromi.<«e  in  regard 
to  tha  interests  of  all  sections  of  the  country, 
which,  on  occasions  heretofore,  had  enabled  us  to 
overcome  all  difficulties  arising  from  any  real  or 
apparent  c  >nflict  of  interests.  He  hoped  and  be- 
lieved the  impost  duties  would  be  readjusted  and 
settled  upon  sound  principles  of  discrimination,  so 
as  to  sustain  all  important  interests;  and  that  as  far 
as  shall  be  found  consi.stenf  with  this,  all  duties 
will  be  abolished  upon  articles  constituting  the  fitst ' 
necessity  of  life,  so  as  to  lighten  the  burdens  upon 
labor. 

But  although,  for  these  reasons,  he  was  not  at 
this  t;me  prepared  to  vote  to  repeal  the  salt  duly, 
or  that  on  any  other  particular  article,  yet  he  had 
no  objection  to  the  introduction  of  the  bill,  and  ihe 
investigation  and  discussion  of  the  subject.  In  this 
respect  he  concurred  with  the  Senator  from  Maine, 
[Mr.  Williams,]  as  he  did  alao  in  many  of  his  re- 
marks. 

Being  up,  sir,  I  will  notice  a  remark  of  the  Sena- 
tor from  Missouri,  [Mr.  Benton,]  who  has  refer- 
red lo  the  votes  of  the  representatives  from  all  the 
New  England  States  on  the  sol)ject  of  the  salt  duty 
in  1813.  He  has  shown  from  the  journal  that  they 
all  voted  against  the  duty,  although  oonneeted  with 


the  fishing  bounty.  After  producing  these  facts, . 
the  Senator  says,  that  in  going  against  the  salt  daQr 
and  fishing  bounties,  he  plaees  himself  on  New 
England  groand.  What,  sirl  on  the  ground  New 
England  occupied  daring  the  last  war!  Ob  the 
ground  of  New  England  Federalism  at  that  memo* 
rabte  crisis,  as  represented  in  Congress  by  men  sent 
here  to  oppose  the  war  and  thwart  the  measures  of 
the  Gk^verhment  of  their  eountryl  Let  ma  tell  my 
honorable  friend,  said  Mr.  N.  that  that  is  danger- 
ous ground  for  him  to  occupy;  and  let  me  advise, 
him,  as  he  values  the  great  reputation  he  has  with 
the  people  of  this  country,  to  retreat  from  it  with- 
out delay;  there  is  no  time  to  be  lost. 

Sir,  the  honorable  Senator  from  Massachusetts 
[Mr.  Davis]  seemed  unable,  or  unwilling  to  ac«^ 
count  for  the  votes  of  the  representatives  from  hts 
own  and  other  Eastern  States  against  the  salt  duty 
in  1813.  He  could  not  at  this  distant  day,  tell 
what  their  motives  may  have  been,  or  what  oonsi- 
derations  infiaenced  their  condaot;  the  inttievia  of 
that  section  of  the  eoaniry  may  have  been  diffe* 
rent  then,  from  what  they  are  now. 

Sir,  I  perceive  that  the  gentleman  is  in  a  dilem- 
ma, and  I  am  disposed  to  relieve  him  from  hia 
embarrassment.  I,  sir,  am  free  from  any  such 
embarrassment,  and  know  quite  as  well,  bat  pro* 
bably  no  better  than  the  Senator  does,  what  were 
the  considerations  which  occasioned  the  opposition 
of  the  New  England  members  in  1813  to  the  sail 
duty  and  fishing  bounty.  If  the  gentleman  would 
examine  the  legislative  archives  of  his  own  State, 
he  would  there  find  an  explanation  of  this  matter, 
In  that  memorable  resolution,  passed  aboat  the 
period  referred  to,  and  since,  if  he  mistook  not,  ex* 
panged,  which  declared  that  the  war  waa  unn^r 
tural  and  unjaat;  and  *'ihat  it  was  aabecoming  a 
moral  and  religious  people  to  rejoice  at  th«»  auo* 
cesses  of  their  country  in  a  wicked  and  rainoos 
war." 

Here,  sir^  is  an  explanation  of  the  matter.  The 
salt  doty  was  proposed,  among  others,  as  a  war 
tax;  it  was  designed  to  raise  a  revenue  to  maintain 
your  armies  in  the  field,  and  to  sustain  the  conn  try 
in  that  great  struggle.  Bnt  the  Senator's  constitur 
ents  were 'so  conaeientious  and  scmpnlotis,  so  mo- 
ral and  religious,  that  they  ooald  not,  in  any  way, 
aid  in  carrying  on  what  they  professed  to  regard  as 
an  anjnst  and  wicked  war.  They  were  too  mora 
to  aid  their  country  in  a  great  crisis,  when  stmgw 
gliog  for  her  very  existence,  but  it  did  not  confliet 
with  their  principles  of  morality  or  patriotism  to 
siir  up  a  spirit  of  factious  opposition  to  the  Govern* 
ment,  calculated  to  distract  the  public  cotmcils,  to 
paralyze  i^  measures,  and  to  encoarage  the  pahlic 
enemy  to  persevere  in  his  hostile  designs.  Ahhoogh 
Massachusetts  took  the  lead  in  the  faetioos  pro- 
ceedings of  that  day,  still  a  spirit  of  alarmidg  dis- 
affection peiyaded  all  the  Eastern  States.  And 
henee  it  was  that  their  Representatives  in  Congreaa 
voted  against  the  duty  on  salt  and  the  fishing  bou^ 
ties,  although  a  measure  favorable  to  the  interesta 
of  that  section  of  the  country,  because  it  was  a  war 
measure,  and  designed  to  provide  the  means  to  feed 
and  clolhe  your  armies,  and  sustain  the  national  cre- 
dit. There  has  been  no  essenual  change  in  the  poi- 
suits  or  interests  of  that  section  in  these  respects; 
ihe  fishing  business  and  the  salt  mannfactare  were 
as  important  then  as  they  are  now,  and  had  aa 
strong  claims  to  protection.  He  had  deemed  thia 
explanation  of  the  votes  of  the  Eastern  memben 
in  1813  important;  because  if,  from  a  mere  spirit 
of  factious  opposition  to  the  Government,  they  had 
suffered  themselves  to  be  carried  su  far  as  to  op* 
pose  a  measure  favorable  to  the  interests  of  that 
i^ection  of  the  country,  that  was  no  sufficient  rea- 
son why  those  interests  should  now  be  abandoned. 
He  trusted  that  they  would  receive  from  Congress 
the  same  consideration  as  other  interests  of  equal 
importance,  and  they  ought  to  expect  no  mora, 

Mr.  N.  said  he  could  not  egree  with  the  Senator 
from  Massachusetts  [Mr.  Davis]  that  the  policy  of 
this  Government  had  changed  the  pursu'ts  of  the 
people  of  the  Eastern  States  and  driven  them  from 
commerce,  navigation,  and  the  fisheries,  into  ma- 
nufacturers. Their  navigation  and  fishing  inte- 
rests had  at  time^,  no  doubt,  suffered,  bat  from 
causes  beyond  the  control  of  this  Government.  It 
was  not  the  embargo,  non-interooaise.  lava,  or 
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other  restrietive  me&sares,  that  depressed  these  in- 
terests>  bat  the  condition  qf  the  great  powers  of  Eu- 
rope, and  their  hostile  raeasvres  towards  all  neu- 
tral commerce.  But  the  coftimercial  and  fishing 
interests  of  the  Eastern  States  have  not  deelmed, 
but  are  now  in  their  full  vigor;  and  one  of  these 
interests,  the  whale  fishery,  has  increase4  amazing- 
Jy  since  the  war. 

Manufactures  have  not  been  established  upon 
the  decline  of  commerce  and  navigation;  nor  in 
eonf«quence  of  the  alleged  unfriendly  policy  of 
this  Government  towards  those  interests.  The 
/.war,  which  cut  off  our  supply  of  foreign  goods, 
gave  the  first  powerful  stimulus  .to  manufactures; 
and  from  that  time  they  have  passed  through  va- 
rious vicissitudes,  but  had  generally  been  advanc- 
ing until  ihey  had  reached  iheir  present  condition. 
The  policy  or  measures  of  this  Government  have 
had  no  agency  in-  changing  the  pursuits  of  the 
Bastern  States.  The  policy  of  the  Government 
never  has,  and  he  trusted  never  would  be  able  to 
produce  such  results.  It  has  long  been  a  practice 
with  a  certain  class  Co  attach  an  undue  importance 
to  the  measures  of  the  Government  upon  private 

gursuits.  It  is  confined^  however,  to  an  injurious 
kflnenoe»  as  little  is  said  about  the  policy  of  the 
Government  having  any  beneficial  effect  upon  any 
private  interests  or  pursuits.  But  the  practice  is 
to  charge  all  miscarriages  and  failures  in  business 
to  the  policy  of  the  Government,  which  is  either 
unfriendly  to  commerce,  opposed  to  the  manufac- 
turing interests,  nr  hostile  to  banks  and  credit. 
This  is  all  a  mistake.  Fortunately  the  policy  of 
this  Government  cannot  essentially  affect  any  of 
the  great  intere:«ts  of  the  country;  and  what  they 
most  require  is  stability  in  our  legislation. 

Mr.  PirsidenD,  I  cannot  forbear  (said  Mr.  N.)  to 
notice  the  closing  remarks  of  the  Senator  from 
Massachusetts,  [Mr.  Davis,]  which  appeared  to  me 
to  be  uncalled  for  by  the  subject  or  the  occasion, 
and  to  hav*  be^n  delivered  in  a  tone  and  manner 
which  I  should  not  have  expected  from  that  quar- 
ter. He  had  listened  to  the  gen ileman^s  speech 
with  interest  and  instruction,  and  was  sorry  that, 
in  discussing  a  subject  no  way  connected  with 
politics,  the  Senatcr  should  have  indulged  in  coa- 
tf  mptuous  and  offensive  language  concerning  the 
late  Adnrinislraiion.  The  Senator  sneeringly  aiked 
what  the  late  AdminUiratiou  had  dune  to  advance 
•the  interests  of  the  people  of  the  Eastern  States; 
and  answered  the  question  by  sayinj;  that  the  peo- 
ple of  New  England  were  indebted  for  their  pros- 
perity to  their  own  enterprise  and  exertions,  and  the 
■blessings  of  Providence,  alone;  and  that  they  ought, 
perhaps,  to  esteem  ihemse^ra  fortunate  that  the 
Doonties  of  Providence  had  not  been  vetoed  by  the 
late  President.  It  may  be  true,  sir,  that  the  people  of 
those  Slates,  like  those  of  evi  ry  other  section  of  the 
Union,  are  essentially  indebted  for  the  measure  of 
prosperity  they  have  enjoyed  to  their  own  enterprise 
-and  ittdnsJry.  But  the  language  of  the  Senator 
evidently  implied  that  the  policy  of  the  late  Admi- 
nistration had  been  hwtile  to  the  interests  of  the 
Eastern  States.  This  declaration,  made  in  a  very 
offensive  manner,  he  regarded  as  less  injurious  to 
the  late  Admiui&tration  tbgn  reproachful  to  the 
people  of  New  England.  What  is  it  but  to  im- 
peach their  intelligence,  and  to  charge  them  with 
being  ignarmnt  of  thtir  own  inleresis?  Sir,  a  majority 
of  that  people,  Umr  States  out  of  six,  were  the  sup- 
porteri  of  that  Administration  for  several  years 
before  it  terminated. 

General  Jackson,  sir,  entered  upon  the  discharge 
of  his  high  and  responsible  duties,  with  strong  and 
pervading  prejudices  against  him,  in  all  the  East- 
ern States,  and  his  Administration  closed  with  the 
coafideoce  and  support  of  four  of  those  States.  And 
-yet  we  are  told  that  bis  policy  was  hostile  to  their 
interests,  and  that  ilie  only  obligation  they  owe  to 
it  is,  that  the  late  Pi  evident  *'did  not  veto  the  boun- 
ties of  Providence.'*  Such  remarks  Mr.  N.  could 
not  but  regard  as  highly  injurioui  to  the  intelli- 
gence and  good  seme  of  the  people  of  those  States; 
and  it  was  to  defend  them,  rather  than  the  late 
Adaiinisirat.4in,  that  he  referred  to  the  subject. 
Mr.  N.  said  that  the  Administration  of  President 
Jackson  required  no  defence  from  him.  As  tiie 
passions  and  prejudices  by  which  it  had  been 
ao  fierocly  assstied,  springM>g  from    the   interests 


and  c  nflicts  of  party,  had  aJrea.ly,  to  »ume  extent, 
passed  away,  its  merits  and  its  faults  began  to  1  e 
viewed  through  a  clearer  medium.  The  wisdom 
of  1*8  policy  and  measures;  the  firmness  with  which 
they  were  adhered  to;  the  energy  with  which  they 
were  carried  out;  the  bold  and  disinterested  patrio- 
tism with  which  .difficulties. the  most  appalling  were 
met  and  overcome;  the  fearlessness  with  which,  re- 
sponsibilit/ig^as  assumed  when  occasion  required 
it,  and  whatever  else  pre-eminently  characterized 
that  Administration,  I.e  was  willing  ta  leave  to  the 
judgment  of  posterity,  and  the  future  historian. 
To  that  judgment  all  must  submit,  and  from  it 
there  can  be  no  appeal. 

But,  sir,  I  will  defend  my  own  constituents  and 
the  people  of  the  other  States  referred  to,  from  the 
charge  of  having  approved  and  supported  an  Admi- 
nistration, whose  policy  was  hostile  to  their  inle- 
reats.  What  are  ihe  peculiar  interests  of  the  East- 
ern States?  They  are  commerce,  navigation,  the 
fisheries  and  manufactures.  And  what  do  these 
interests  require  from  the  hand  of  this  Gk>vernment, 
more  thau  prolecttonand  freedom  from  all  unneces- 
sary restraints  and  burdens?  And  have  they  not 
enjoyed  these?  Have  they  not  enjoyed  them  in  an 
eminent  degree?  At  what  period,  during  our  entire 
history,  has  the  navigation  and  foreign  commerce 
of  this  country  enjoyed  more  perfect  security? 
When  has  our  flag  been  more  respected  upon 
every  sea,  and  by  all  nations;  even  the  savages  of 
the  isles  of  the  Pacific  have  been  taught  to  respect 
it?  What  other  period  of  equal  extent  is|there,  since 
the  establishment  of  this  Government,  when  the 
merchants  have  net  been  here  with  their  petitions, 
asking  for  protection  and  security  in  some  branch 
of  our  diversified  forf  ign  trade,  or  for  indemnity  for 
aggressions  conunitted  upon  their  rights?  During 
what  other  period  of  eight  years,  have  we  not  wit- 
nessed meetings  in  our  commercial  towns,  com- 
plaining in  language  loud  and  deep  of  the  Gk>vern- 
meni  for  neglecting  to  afford  to  our  commerce  that 
entire  security  and  safety  to  which  they  considerei 
it  entitle  i? 

He  would  not  say  that  the  unexampled  security 
which  our  navigation,  fi-sheries,  and  foreign  com- 
merce had  enjoyed,  was  entirely  owing  to  the  poli- 
cy or  energy  of  the  late  Administration.  It  was  in 
parr,  no  doubt,  to  be  attributed  to  the  general  peace 
in  Europe,  and  the  condition  of  other  commercial 
nations.  Yet  much  was  undoubtedly  to  be  ascribed 
to  that  frank  and  honest  policy  which,  in  our  inter- 
course with  other  powers,  demanded  ^  nothing  but 
what  was  clearly  right,  and  yielded  to  nothing  that 
wa.*^  wrong."  But,  sir,  the  commercial  community 
are  indebted  to  the  late  Administration  )or  some- 
.thing  more  than  entire  protection  in  their  diversified 
pursuits.  It  has  done  for  them  what  no  preceding 
Administration  was  able  to  accomplish.  It  ob- 
tained for  their  benefit,  indemnity  and  satisfaction 
for  claims  growing  out  of  aearessions  upon  com- 
mercial rights,  many  of  which  had  remained  unre- 
dressed for  more  than  a  quarter  of  a  century.  With 
France,  Denmark,  Napless,  and  Spain,  conventions 
were  concluded,  securing  indemnities  to  our  mer- 
chants, as  the  .awards  of  relt^ctant  and  tardy  jus- 
tice; and  yet  we  are  told  that  the  class  who  has 
been  chiefly  benefitted  by  these  measures,  are  in- 
debted to  the  late  Administration  for  nothing,  but 
the  forbearance  of  the  President  to  veto  the  boun- 
ties of  providence. 

But,  sir,  there  are  other  measures  of  the  late  Ad- 
ministration which  have  been  beneficial  to  the  peo- 
ple of  the  Eastern  States,  in  common  with  those  of 
other  parts  of  the  Un>on.  All  parties  now  seem 
disposed  to  regard  the  administration  of  Mr.  Jeffer- 
son as  fortunate  and  distinguished  above  every 
other.  But  in  what  did  its  greatest  merit  consist? 
It  was  in  correcting  the  errors,  and  arresting  the 
mistaken  and  dangerous  policy  of  the  preceding 
Administration,  which  threatened  the  consolidation 
of  the  system.  In  his  own  emphatic  language*,  it 
consisted  in  "  arresting '  the  anti-Republican  ien- 
dencies,  and  bringin«;  the  Government  back 
to  its  Republican  text,  and  thereby  saving  the  Con- 
stitution at  it's  last  gasp.'*  As  to  his  own  schemes, 
with  the  exception  of  the  acquisition  of  the  im* 
mense  territory  of  Louisiana,  feur  of  them  -  were 
eminently  important  or  successful,  and  some  of 
them  entirely  failed^    Let  it  not  be  suppoeed  that 


in  faying  this  I  am  derogating  from  the  repautioa 
of  that  illustrious  man.  Visionary,  schemint^  ma 
and  ambitious  and  selfish  politicisns,  with  nnsiakeii 
and  narrow  views  of  the  public  interest,  may  bs> 
come  projectors  of  splendid  schemes,  or  theaoilHir] 
of  novel  and  dangerous  measures;  bat  it  reqaires 
a  higher  order  of  intellect,  sounder  jadgaeoi,  a&d 
more  practical  and  statesmanlike  views,  to  per* 
ceive  the  danger  and  tendency  of  such  schemes  and 
measures  in  their  bearing  oo  the  national  iDteresis 
or  the  political  rights  of  the  States  and  the  people; 
and  gieat  sagacity,  wisdom,  and  firmness,  to  airest 
their  operation,  and  provide  an  effectual  remedy 
for  evils  springing  from  erroneous  legislation  or 
misuken  policy.  It  was  in  the  sagacity,  wisdom, 
and  firmness  displayed  by  Mr.  Jefferson  in  arrot- 
ing  the  tendencies  to  consolidation  and  other  ernns 
of  the  preceding  Administration,  that  has  givea  to 
his  own  a  large  shUre  of  its  celebrity. 

And  in  this  respect  we  also  find  the  greatest  me- 
rit  in  the  Administration    of  President  Jackam. 
He  too,  sir,  arrested  the  anti-Republican  tendeseies 
of  the  policy  of  the  preceding  Administration.  He 
overthrew  the  American  system,  falsely  so  eaiy, 
which  had  a  more  direct  and.  irresistible  tendeoey 
to  consolidation  than  any  or  all  other  measares 
since  the  establishment  of  this  Goverament.  What  ' 
was  it  but  a  system  of  high  taxation,  and  enlatged, 
if  not  unconstitutional  expenditure?    Had  not  thir 
policy  been  arrested,  it. would  have  fixed  upon  the 
country,  for  all  time  to  come,  a  system  of  &^(ii- 
otioti,  which  would  have  gone  on  increasing  frasi 
year  to  year — ^whlch  would  grow  with  its  grovtb, 
and  strengthen  with  its  strength,  until  the  people  of 
this  country,  like  those  of  England,  woold  hatre 
been  borne  down  by  an  intolerable  weight  of  tan- 
tion— -until  industry  was  oppressed  and  robbed  of 
half  its  earnings. 

At  the  very  time  that  ih>s  policy  had  taVen  detp 
root  in  your  soil,  and  was  daily  strengihiog  itsetf 
by  sectional  interests,  it  was  arrested  by  the  t* 
dom  ;ind  energy  Gf  the  late  Chief  Magistratip,  vio^ 
regardless  of  cohsequences  to  himself,  put  bis  vdo 
upon  it.  And  is  this  one  of  the  acts  to  which  iht 
Senator  all ades,  when  he  sneeringly  speaks  of  fte 
"bounties  of  Piovidence  not  being  vetoed"  by  Uk 
late  President?  Was  it  no  benefit  to  the  peopledC 
the  Eastern  States  to  arrest  a  system  of  high  and 
oppressive  taxation,  that  industry  might  be  ligiitif 
hardened,  and  that  the  **  bread  should  not  betikM 
from  the  mouth  of  labor  '* 

Mr.  N.  said  he  woald  notice  one  other  meisii 
of  the  late  Administaliim,  which,  howevet  it  mij^ 
be  regarded  by  the  Senator  from  Massacbu^ 
was,  in  his  judgment,  eminently  important  and  1^ 
neficial  to  the  people  of  the  whole  Union,  ip 
to  none  more  than  those  of  the  Eastern  Su^ 
He  alluded  to  the  veto  of  the  bill  ft 
renewing  the  charter  of  the  late  Bank  of  the  tJi^feft 
States,  and  the  firm  and  and  determined  rcsBnif 
of  the  audacious  efforts  of  that  po^^erful  institatitt 
to  coerce  the  people  into  a  compliance  with  ttss^^ 
ish  purposes.  Sir,  this  was  the  great  measnit 
that  Administration.  By  an  incautious  couise 
l-gi^Iation,  both  State  and  Federal,  the  rooi 
/)ower  of  the  <:oontry,  sufficiently  dangerous 
any  circumstances,  hati  become  consol 
strengthened,  and  rendered  a  thousand  times 
formidable  by  legislative  grants  and  moa 
Whilst  this  paper  money  system  was  daily 
ing,  and  connecting  itself  with  all  the  great 
rests  of  the  country,  there  seemed  to  be  a  sH 
insensibility  on  the  part  of  the  people,  to  the 
ger  and  the  magnitude  of  the  evil.  Somer' 
ing  crisis  or  bold  measure  was  necessary  to 
their  attention.  Under  these  circumMances, 
a  fearful  risk  to  himself — at  the  hazard  ol 
election— Preyirtent  Jackson  "assumed  the 
sibiliiy,"  threw  himself  into  the  deadly 
arreted  the  onward  course  of  this  fearful 
poly  and  consolidation  of  the^  associated 
power.  This  was  an  act  which  no  oditf^ 
would  have  performed;  a  fi^arful 
which  no  other  Chief  Magistrate  would 
sumed.  Nothing  short  of  that  indomitable 
invincible  honesty  and  firmness,  and  (hat 
and  determination  in  the  support  of  iHiat 
lieved  to  be  the  true  interest  f)f  the  connuy^ 
characterized  the  late  President,  could  hafe 
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•qaid  to  sacb  a  crisis.  It  is  to  these  \k\gh  qualities 
lliit  the  coantry  is  indebted  for  jts  escape  from  the 
greatest  daoger  that  ever  threatened  it,  whether 
esDsidfred  with  reference  to  its  free  institutions,  or 
all  its  great  interests. 

Had  that  institmion  been  re-established  as  the 
bttd  tnd  centre  of  this  vast  system  of  banking 
BWttopoiy,  the  system  would  hav£  been  fixed  upon 
Ihe  eooDtry  for  all  time  to  come,  aad  nothing  short 
of  a  ct?il  reToIation  could  have  overthrown  it.  It 
would  have  controlled  the  action  of  this  Govern- 
Bent  here,  and  made  and  unmade,  as  its  interest 
dictated,  the  supreme  Executive.  And  the  State 
Legislatures  would  have  been  equally  subjected  to 
itsinflaence.  Its  power  would  have  been  every 
where  felt  at  the  ballot  box,  and  its  corrupting  in- 
fluenee  beyond  it,  on  the  representatives  of  the 
people.  AH  the  great  interests  of  the  country,  and 
every  department  of  industry,  must  have  been  sub- 
jected to  its  sway;  and  every  kind  of  employment 
would  have  become  a  gambling  operation,  rising  or 
ihiling,  prospercus  or  depressed,  as  the  paper  bob- 
ble was  expanded  or  contracted.  This  system,  it 
is  true,  has  its  root  in  the  States,  but  the  great  cea- 
fnl  histitntion  would  have  consolidated  its  power, 
and  given  it  that  uiuty  and  energy  which  it  ^annot 
otherwise  possess. 

The  late  Administration  is  entitled  to  the  credit 
of  having  arrested  the  progress  of  this  great  evil, 
and  of  arousing  the  pubhc  attention  to  its  dange> 
008  and  inevitable  tendency.  The  stroggle  which 
was  brought  on  has  been  severe,  and  if  the  crisis  is 
aoi  yet  past,  the  final  issos  cannot  be  doubtful.  The 
deep  interest  excited  has  Jed  to  a  general  discussion 
and  investigation  of  the  subject  in  all  \\a  bearings, 
both  on  the  political  rights  and  the  business  and  in- 
dnstry  of  the  country.  The  evils  and  the  dangers 
of  this  system  of  paper  money  monopoly  are  already 
aadeistood,  and  the  public  mind  is  now  engaged  in 
devising  a  remedy.  On  that  question  there  is  much 
diTcisiiy  of  opinion;  but  so  Jong  as  the  nation 1 1 
aaosibikity  is  alive  to  the  danger  we  have  little  to 
Icar,  as  a  remedy  in  som<i  form  will,  in  due  time, 
be  discovered.  The  repulse  which  the  system  has 
zeeeiTed  here  has  enabled  the  people  every  where 
to  rally  and  arrest  its  further  progress. 

nine  evils  aad  dangers  the  Senator  from  Mas* 
aabusetts  may  regard  as  imaginary,  but  if  he  sny^- 
that  a  laiige  portion  of  the.people  of  the  East- 
States  do  not  consider  tliem  as  realities,  i  can 
ro  him  he  was  never  more  mistaken  in  bis  life. 
31iey  were  not  speculative  evils;  they  were  seen 
V^/elt  in  every  interest  and  in  every  employment, 
and  especially  by  the  producing  and  laboring 
^mf%  It  was  on  them  that  the  evils  of  the  system 
frl^  with  the  greatest  injustice  and  severity.  It 
andered  labor  precarious,  and  its  just  rewards  nn* 
^Ortaia  and  fluctuatiug.  In  numerous  ways  unseen, 
jet  not  the  lessreal>  it  robbed  the  laborer  or  half  his 
aaxaiaga,  whilst  il  threw  upon  him  an  accnmula- 
tkaa  of  barrens. 

^  'Sir,  tho  people  understand  this  matter;  they  felt 
^e  erils  which  were  upon  them;  they  saw  the  dan- 
«n  which  were  ahead,  and  they  know  to  whom 
tfM^  are  mainly  indebted  for  arresting  them,  and 
jayiMifhig  the  way  for  a  safe  deliverance  from  them, 
MHi  a  jvnedy  against  their  recurrence.  They  im- 
jwHtind  this  paper  money  monopoly  and  fraud, 
and  fe^ard  it  as  an  ingenious  contrivance  to  confer 
on  capital  an  undue  advantage,  and  to  rob  labor  of 
ria  joat  reward;  or,  in  the  expressive  language  of 
Ibe  colleague  of .  the  Senator,  not  now  in  his  seat, 
few  consider  it  as  the  most  soeoessfnl  soheme 
■Inch  the  wit  of  man  has  ever  yet  devured,  to  *'fep> 
m*B  the  rich  man'&  field  with  the  sweat  of  the  poor 
wmn^B  brow.  *'  And  let  me  tell  the  Senator  that  his 
tnentB  and  mine,  and  those  of  the  other  East- 
iShates,  uaderstaad  this  subject,  mystified  as  it 
IOC  well,  and  know  their  rights  too  well,  to  r»* 
tlie  man  who  pat  down  the  Bank  of  tho  Uni- 
8iaM  aad  arrested  the  progress  of  this  paper 
ayptem,  as  having  conferred  no  other  bene- 
opoa  them,  and  having  no  other  claims  to  their 
than  in  "his  not  having  vetoed  the  boon* 
of  PrOFideoce.'* 

*  IS.  aaid  he  had  been  carried  along  by  the 

of  his  feelings,  and  gone  further  into  this  tab- 

Ihaia  he  iatended,  bat  woaU  detaia  the  Senate 


SPEECH  OF  MR  WRIGHT, 
Of  New  York, 
In  Striate,  Jtmumry  35,  1839— The  report  of  the  Se- 
cretary of  the  Treasury  of  the  27th  of  Decem- 
ber, 1838,  and  the  message  of  the  President  of  the 
11th  of  January  last,  both  m  answer  to  calls  for 
information  in  relation  to  the  recent  transactions, 
between  the  Goverhment  and  the  Bank  Of  the 
United  Sutes,  chartered  by  the  State  of  Penn- 
sylvania, being  under  consideration — 
Mr.  WRIGHT  said:  I  rise,  Mr.  President,4o 
perform  a  task  from  which  I  had  hoped  to  be  dis- 
charged.   I  had  hoped  that  some  other  member  of 
the  Senate,  more  capable,  and  jess  likely  to  be  sus- 
pected of  partiality  upon  the  one  side,  and  of  preju- 
dice upon  the  other,  would  have  relieved  me  from 
it.    Hence,  to  some  extent,  the  long  delay,  on  my 
part,  to  ask  the  Senate  to  bring  the  subject  of  these 
reports  again  to  its  attention.    And  hence,  too,  the 
extreme  reluctance  I  have  felt,  and  some  of  which 
I  have  manifested  to  this  body,  to  seem  to  court  a 
continuance  of  debate  upon  it.    The  clearest  con- 
victions of  duty,  however,  to  myself,  to  the  hitherto 
tried  and  faithful  public  officers  whose  conduct  is 
brought  under  suspicion,   and,  abdve  all,  to  that 
great  public,  whose  servants  we  all  are,  to  whom 
we  are  all  responsible,  and  whose  full  and  clear  and 
perfect  understanding  of  the  truth,  in  reference  to 
every  public  act  of  every  p  jblic  servant,  ought  to 
be  ao  object  of  primary  iaierest  with  us  all,  impel 
me  to  the  coarse  I  pursue. 

The  recent  business  transactions  between  certain 
Executive  officers  of  the  Government  and  the  Bank 
of  the  Uoiied  States,  chartered  by  the  State  of  Penn- 
sylvania, has  justly  excited  some  interest  through- 
out the  country.  That  interest  has  been  materially 
increased  and  strengthened  by  the  manner  in  which 
t  ic  chief  officer  of  that  banking  institution  has  felt 
himself  authorized  to  speak  to  the  public  of  these 
transactions.  It  was  not,  therefore,  to  have  been 
expected,  much  less  hoped,  that  Congress  would 
fail  to  make  the  whole  subject  one  of  inquiry  and 
examination.  The  Senate  has  not  disappoioted 
this  reasonable  expecution.  On  the  contrary,  a 
lively  and  pervading  intefest,  in  tiis  body,  has 
been  given  to  the  whole  matter,  by  the  peculiar  care 
with  which  the  calls  for  information  have  evidently 
been  drawn,  and  by  the  onlicfpetory  debates  which 
accompanied  tho^e  cs4lls.  The  resoluiions  were 
passed  without  objection,  and,  when  I  remombfr 
their  particularity  and  precision,  1  feel  authorized  to 
assume  tUat  all  the  facts  are  now  before  us,  embo- 
died in  the  reports  under  coosideration.  A  fair  aad 
full  examination  of  those  facts,  and  of  the  conclu- 
sions properly  and  naturally  to  be  drawn  from  them , 
in  my  present  purpose;  and  I  take  great  pleasure, 
Mr.  President,  in  promising  you  that  the  duty  shall 
be  discharged  with  as  little  oonsumption  of  the 
time,  and  as  light  a  tax  upon  the  patience;  of  the 
Senate  as  bhall  be  possible. 

Inasmuch,  however,  as  the  pre-existing  relations 
between  the  Government  of  the  United  States  and 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States  have  given  founda- 
tion for  the  transactions  complained  of,  a  very 
brief  notice  of  those  relations  will,  in  my  estima- 
tion, contribute  essentially  to  a  full  and  clear  un- 
derstanding of  the  matters  under  discassion.  The 
first  of  these  relations  was  that  of  a  partnership  in 
banking,  and  the  second  was  that  of  creditor  and 
debtor;  and  out  of  both  have  grown  the  proceed- 
ings which  form  the  subject  of  this  debate. 

The  Bank  of  the  United  Slates,  as  a  national  in- 
ttitation,  commenced  iu  chartered  existence  on  the 
fourth  day  of  March,  1816.  By  the  terms  of  the 
charter,  the  United  States  were  to  hold  the  one- 
flfth  part  of  its  whole  stock,  an  amount  equal  to 
seren  millions  of  dollars.  That  stock  was  taken, 
and,  with  very  trifling  exceptions  comparatively, 
was  held  throughout  the  term  of  twenty  years 
which  the  charter  had  to  run.  I  believe  that  tiome 
transfers  of  stock,  from  the  general  Treasury  to  the 
navy  pension  fund  had  varied,  very  limiiedly,  the 
amount  of  that  direct  interest;  but  the  variation  is 
immaterial  to  the  purposes  of  this  argument,  and, 
as  the  transfer  was  made  to  a  trust  fund.  In  the 
safety  and  protection  of  which  an  interest  was  felt, 
and  actually  existed,  equal  to  that  for  the  safety 
and  protection  of  any  other  equal  portioa  of  the 


iMblie  treasuTB,  the  real  public  interest  was  not  at 
all  cnanged. 

Upon  the  expiration  of  the  charter  of  the  Bank 
as  a  national  institution,  in  March,  1836,  this 
great  interest  was  left  subject  to  the  management 
of  the  directors  and  other  officers  of  the  Bank  dur- 
ing the  two  years  allowed  by  the  charter  for  the 
winding  up  ot  its  affairs,  and  left,  almost  necessari- 
ly, in  an  unproductive  state.  Hence  the  early  iii- 
terest  felt  and  manifested,  as  well  in  Congress  ^s 
by  the  chief  fiscal  officer  of  the  Government,  (o 
give  prompt  and  efficient  attention  to  this  portion 
of  the  public  treasure.  The  charter  of  the  Bank 
expired  during  the  session  of  Congress;  and,  before 
its  adjournment,  a  law  was  passed  constituting  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  the  agent  of  the  United 
States,  to  superintend  this  interest,  with  full  power 
to  liquidate  the  amount,  to  receive  payment,  or  to 
take  security  for  |>ayment  at  a  future  day,  submit- 
ting to  his  sole  discretion  the  forbearance  to  be  es 
tended  and  the  sufficiency  of.  the  security  to  be  of- 
fered.' 

In  the  mean  time,  and  at  about  the  period,  if  not 
upon  the  very  day,  of  the  expiration  of  the  charter, 
a  proceeding  was  had  by  the  board  of  directors  of 
the  Bank,  which  I  must  be  permitted  to  call  siogn- 
lar,  at  the  least,  and  especially  so,  as  it  was  a  pro- 
ceeding to  wnich  the  (Government  was,  in  no  seoss, 
a  party.  The  whole  Bank,  iu  stock,  debts,  credits,  ' 
and  effects,  of  evtry  name  and  character,  were  sold 
and  transferred  to  a  banking  institution  chartered 
by  the  State  of  Pennsylvania.  This  transfer  took 
place  in  March,  and  the  law  of  Congress, '  last  re- 
ferred to,  did  not  pass  until  the  93d  of  June  after. 
The  transfer  was  to  an  institution  in  which,  upon 
the  face  of  its  charter,  the  United  States  were  pro- 
hibited from  holding  stock,  so  that  the  Government 
could  take  nothing  in  the  new  Bank  by  this  sale  of 
its  property  in  the  old.  Such  was  flie  condition  of 
this  public  intereatrat  the  time  Congress  adjourned 
in  1836. 

It  is  proper  to  pause  here,  and  see  what  was  thn 
state  of  the  pu'»lk:  Treasury  at  this^  period,  that  we 
may  estimate  the  willingness,  on  the  part  of  all  the 
pohlio  funetionarias,  to  accept  security  for  the  pay- 
ment of  this  debt  at  a  future  day,  instead  of  pay«- 
ment  in  hand,  and  consequently  the  willingness  of 
Congreas  to  snbmit  the  time  of  -  payment  to  the  Se- 
cretary of  the  Treasury  alone.  The  Treasury  wa^, 
at  the  time  referred  to,  full  to  overflowing,  and 
statesmen,  of  the  greaieist  experience  and '  deepest 
refieclioft,  considered  the  abundance  uf  our  reve- 
nues and  the  surplus  of  our  trea^^ure  as  one  of  the 
s««verest  evils  which  then  did,  or  which  ever  had, 
threatened  the  purity  and  permanency  of  our  in^ti- 
lations.  So  great  was  the  desire  to  discharge  the 
country  from  the  corrupting  and  demoralizing  in- 
fluencea  of  this  flood  of  money,  that,  on  >  the  very 
day  on  which  this  agency  over  our  interest  in  the 
Bank  was  given  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  a 
law  was  passed  to  set  apart  from  the  general  and 
ordinary  nses  of  the  Treasury,  and  distribute  to  the 
States,  In  the  form  of  a  deposite,  more  than  thirty- 
seven  millions  of  dollars  of  the  public  money. 
This  law  stands  upon  the  statute  book  next  before 
that  which  authorizes  the  Secretary  to  extend  a  cre- 
dit upon  the  debt  doe  from  the  Bank. 

I  will  now  pass  to  the  text  session  of  Congress, 
the  annual  session  of  lt536-7.  On  the  first  day  of 
January,  1837,  the  balance  was  to  be  struck,  and 
all  the  money  found  in  the  Treasury,  deducting 
five  millions  of  dollars  to  meet  outstanding  appro- 
priations, was  to  be  laid  aside,  and  deposited  with 
the  States,  in  the  ratio  of  their  representation  in  the 
two  Houses  of  Congress;  the  one  quarter  on  that 
day,  one  other  quarter  on  the  first  day  of  April,  the 
third  quarter  on  the  first  day  of  July,  and  the  re- 
maining quarter  on  the  first  day  of  October,  of  that 
year.  This  leA  the  Treasury  with  five  millions  of 
dollars  of  means,  and  something  more  than  fourteen 
millions  of  dollars  of  outstanding  appropriations.. 
Tilt  current  revenue  of  the  year,  therefore,  must 
meet  the  balance  of  outstanding  appropriations  be- 
yond the  five  millions  of  dollars  lert  in  the  Trea- 
sury, and  also  the  current  .appropriations  of  the 
year,  or  the  money  placed  in  deposite  with  the 
States  must  be  called  back  to  pay  the  deficiency. 
Ttit^  1  think,  was  about  Ui^  statt  of  fkcts,  and  the 
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condition  or  th<9  Treasury,  on  the  Ist  day  of  Jana- 
ary,  1837,  though  I  have  not  looked  at  the  figures 
for  this  occasion,  and,  speaking  from  memory,  may 
not  be  precisely  accurate.  During  this  session  of 
Congress,  a  report  was  received  from  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  detailing  tb«  efforts  which  had 
been  made  under  the  law  of  1836,  to  liquidate, 
settle,  and  secure,  the  bank  debt;  giving  the  then 
state  of  the  negotiation,  and  showing  that  no  de- 
finite or  satisfactory  result  had  been  reached.  It 
appeared,  however,  that  examinations  had  been 
made,  facts  ascertained,  and  conclusions  formed, 
as  to  the  fair  value  of  the  interest  of  the  United 
States  arising  from  their  stock;  and  that  distinct  of- 
fers to  sell  the  claim  to  the  new  Pennsylvania  Bank, 
at  a  given  price,  and  upon  specified  terms,  as  to 
time  and  interest,  had  been  made  by  the  commis- 
sioners appointed  by  the  Secretary,  but  that  no  an- 
swers had  been  obtained  to  their  propositions. 

After  this  report  was  laid  before  Congress  and 
the  public,  the  board  of  directors  of  this  Pennsyl- 
vania Bank,  through  their  president,  addressed  a 
memorial  to  Congress,  giving  their  acceptance  of 
one  of  the  offers  which  had  been  made  to  them,  and 
Congress  on  the  3d  of  March,  1837,  passed  a  con- 
enrrtnt  resolution,  directing  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  to  take  the  security  offered,  and  close  the 
business. 

The  whole  ralae  of  the  claim,  as  liquidated  by 
the  offer  and  acceptance,  was  |7,946,356  16.  This 
was  the  amount  conceded  to  have  been  due  to  the 
United  States  on  the  day  after  the  expiration  of  the 
diarter  of  the  Bank  as  a  national  institution,  the 
4ih  day  of  March,  1836;  and,  by  the  ternu  of  the 
bargain,  payment  was  to  be  made  in  four  equal  in- 
stalments of  |1,986,589  04  each,  the  fir^t  to  be  paid 
in^the  month  of  September,  1837,  and  the  remain- 
ing three  instalments  in  one,  two,  and  three  years 
fVom  that  time,  with  interest  upon  the  whole  amount 
fiY>m  and  afttr  the  3d  day  of  March,  1836,  until 
paid,  at  the  rate  of  six  per  centum  per  annum.  The 
Secretary  proceeded  to  carry  into  effect  the  resoln- 
lion  of  Congress,  to  ascertain  the  amonnts  as  above 
stated,  and  to  take  the  bonds  of  the  United  States 
Bank  of  Pennsylvania  to  secure  ihe  payments,  that 
being  the  secnrity  agreed  to  be  given  by  the  terms 
of  the  acceptance. 

In  this  way  the  claim  of  the  United  States  was 
transferred  from  the  Bank  of  the  United  States 
chartered  by  Congress,  to  that  chartered  by  the 
State  of  Pennsylvania;  and  thus  the  bonds  against 
the  latter  institution,  which  have  given  rife  to  the 
transactions  principally  complained  of,  came  into 
existence.  These  bonds  were  each  for  the  same 
amount,  (|1, 986,589  04.)  Each  bear  an  interest 
of  six  per  centum  per  annum  from  the  ,3d  day  of 
March,  1836;  and  the  fiTst  was  payable  in  all  the 
month  of  September,  1837,  the  second  in  1838,  the 
thiid  in  1839,  and  the  fourth  in  1840.  All  these 
bonds  bear  date  on  the  10th  day  of  May,  1837;  and 
it  is  impossible  net  to  mark  the  singular  coincidence 
of  dates  between  the  conclusion  of  this  negotiation, 
which  postponed  the  payment,  and  placed  beyond 
the  power  and  control  of  the  Treasury  this  al- 
most eight  millions  of  dollars,  and  that  universal 
suspension  of  specie  payments  py  the  banks  of  the 
country,  which  instsntly  deprived  the  Treasury  of 
means  to  pay  the  public  creditors,  and  compelled 
an  extra  call  of  Congress.  I  have  stated  that  the 
bonds  were  dated  on  the  10th  day  of  May,  1837. 
They  were,  therefore,  executed  on  that  day,  either 
at  Washington  or  Fhiladelphia,  while  at  New 
York,  on  the  very  same  day,  specie  payments  were 
suspended.  I  speak  from  recollection  upon  this 
point,  but  feel  sure  that  the  suspension  took  place 
at  New  York  on  the  10th  of  May,  1837;  and  it  was 
certainly  followed,  almost  instantly,  where  it  had 
not  been  f  receded,  by  nearly  every  banking  institu- 
tion in  the  whole  Union.  A  consequence  of  this 
was  to  render  imavailable,  for  legal  payments,  all 
the  balances  in  the  deposite  banks,  and  to  throw 
back  upon  the  Treasury,  thus  deprived  of  its  means, 
masses  of  outstanding  drafts  which  had  been  drawn 
upon  these  deposltes,  but  which  had  not  reached 
their  places  of  destination,  and  been  presented  for 
payment,  when  the  suspension  was  proclaimed.  At 
this  crisis  the  Bank  debt  would  have  been  a  most 
timely  and  important  aid,  if  it  could  have  been  re-^ 
filized  in  easb^  but  the  consammatioDy  on  the  very' 


uay  of  the  suspension  by  the  banks,  of  the  terms  of 

compromise,  tendered ^on  the  part  of  the  Govern- 
ment when  the  Treasury  was  more  thAn  full,  and 
accepted  by  the  Bank  several  months  afler  it  was 
tendered,  had  postponed  payment  upon  this  debt  for 
one,  two,  three,  and  four  years. 

Under  circumstances  like  these,  the  proclamation- 
of  the  President  was  issued,  bearing  date  on  the  15th 
of  May,  1837,  and  calling  a  special  meeting  of 
Congress  for  September  of  that  year.  The  depo- 
sites  with  the  States,  to  be  made  on  the  first  of 
f  anuary  and  first  of  April,  of  between  nine  and 
ten  millions  of  dollars  each,  had  be^n  nearly  com- 
pleted, and  drafts  had  been  issued  for  the  principal 
part,  if  not  for  the  whole,  of  the  deposite,  of  like 
amount,  to  be  made  on  the  first  of  Julv,  when  the 
suspension  of  specie  payments  by  the  banks  placed 
the  very  monevs,  out  of  which  these  deposites 
were  to  be  made,  beyond  the  control  of  the  law, 
or  of  the  fiscal  officers  of  the  Government.  The 
consequence  was,  that  many  of  the  outstanding 
dra  As  for  the  July  deposite,  and  some  few  of  those 
for  the  previous  instalments,  were  dishonored  by 
the  bknlcs  upon  which  they  were  drawp,  and  re- 
turned upon  the  Treasury  for  payment,  while  the 
whole  means  of  the  Treasury,  to  meet  these  and 
other  payments,  were  locked  up  in  the  suspending 
banks.  Hence  the  aid  of  Congress  was  invoked, 
at  the  earliest  practicable  period,  and  the  ability  of 
the  Treasury  to  get  on  until  the  commencement  of 
the  extra  session^  was  rendered  extremely  doubtful. 
So  rapid  was  our  transition,  in  a  public  sense, 
from,  superabundant  wealth  to  extreme  poverty, 
from  plethoric  fulness  in  the  public  Treasury  to  ex- 
treme want  and  almost  perfect  destitution! 

It  will  now  be  proper  to  see  what  legislation  was 
adopted  by  Congress  affecting  the  public  Treasury, 
at  the  extra  session  of  September  and  October, 
1837.  In  the  way  of  supply,  a  bill  was  passed, 
on  the  12th  day  of  October,  authorizing  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  to  issue  paper,  upon  the  credit 
of  "the  Government,  in  the  shape  of  Treasury 
notes,  as  the  wants  of  the  Treasury  should  require, 
not  to  exceed,  in  ail,  the  amount  of  ten  millions  of 
dollars,  but  with  such  restrictions  in  the  law  as  to 
prohibit  the  reissue  of  any  single  note  which  Aould 
fall  into  the  hands  of  an  officer  of  the  Govern- 
ment, in  payment  to  the  United  States,  while  all 
the  notes  were  made  a  legal  tender  for  all  such 
payments. 

On  the  other  hand,  nearly  tYtry  ordinary  re- 
source of  the  Treasury  was  cut  off,  for  a  period, 
by  a  law  which  suspended,  for  the  qpaoe  of  nine 
months  aAer  maturity,  all  payments  upon  all  out- 
standing duty  bonds,  and  gave  a  credit  of  three 
and  six  months  upon  such  cash  duties  as  had  be- 
come due  and  were  unpaid,  or  should  l)ecome  due 
upon  importations  to  be  made  previous  to  the 
month  of  November,  1837;  and  by  another  law 
which,  at  the  option  of  the  deposite  banks,  sus- 
pended payment  upon  the  balances  due  from  them 
for  previous  depositee,  for  periods  of  eight,  four- 
teen, and  twenty  months,  aad  required  that  the 
bonds  of  the  institutions  for  payment,  at  the  expi- 
ration of  those  periods,  of  equal  third  parts  of  their 
respective  debts,  satisfactorily  secured,  should  be 
received  in  lieu  of  payments  in  hand. 

Another  law  was  also  passed,  at  this  extra  ses- 
sion, materially  affecting  the  Treasury  in  both  di- 
rections. I  allude  to  the  law  "postponing  the  pay- 
ment of  the  fourth  instalment  of  deposites  wi*h  the 
States.*'  This  law  relieved  the  Treasury  from  this 
call  of  between  nine  and  ten  millions  of  dollars,  un- 
til the  1st  day  of  January,  1839;  but  it,  at  the  same 
time,  prohibited  the  Treasurer  from  drawing,  un- 
der any  circumstances,  or  for  any  .purpose,  upon 
the  twenty-eight  millions  of  doIUus  which  had  been 
previously  deposited  with  the  States  in  obedience 
to  the  provisions  of  the  deposite  law  of  1836.  Its 
effect,  therefore,  was  to  deprive  the  Treasury  of 
three  dollars  of  means  for  every  one  dollar  of  de- 
mand from  which  It  was  relieved. 

With  the  exception  of  the  necessary  appropria- 
tions made  at  the  extra  session,  no  other  lepsla- 
tion  materially  affecting  the  public  Treasury  has 
been  discovered. 

I  will  now  pass  on  to  the  annual  session  of  Con- 
gress of  1837--8,  and  see  in  what  manner  the  legis- 
lation of  that  session  was  made  to  inflncncs  the 


operations  of  the  Treasury.  On  ihc  2Ui  of  May 
1838,  a  law  passed  giving  to  the  SecretBry  of  the 
Treasury  the  power  to  issue  new  Treasury  noies  ia 
the  place  of  all  thoee  which,  having  been  issued  onder 
the  law  of  the  extra  session,  had  been  paid  in  and 
cancelled,  or  should  be  so  paid  it  and  cancelled 
under  the  provisions  of  that  law.  The  same  pro- 
hibition, however,  against  a  reissoe  of  the  new 
notes  was  retained  in  the  law  of  1838,  while  these 
notes  alw  were  made  a  legal  tender  in  all  pablie 
payments. 

The  only  other  legislation  of  this  session,  in- 
tended  for  the  supply  of  the  Treasury,  was  the  lav 
of  the  7th  of  July,  1838,  author izine  a  sale,  ia  the 
market,  of  the  two  bonds  'against  ihe  Bank  of  the 
United  States  of  Pennsylvania,  which  were  to  h^ 
come  due  and  payable  in  September,  1839  and 
1840,  being  the  third  and  fourth  of  the  four  bonds 
taken,  in  the  manner  before  related,  to  secure  the 
debt  due  to  the  United.State8  from  the  late  Bank  of 
the  United  States  chartered  by  CoQgress,  for  the 
stock  held  by  the  United  States  in  that  institotioa 
at  the  time  of  the  expiration  of  its  charter.  It  vill 
be  remembered  that  the  first  bond  was  made  paya- 
ble in  September,  1837,  which  time  had  passed,  and 
that  bond  had  been  paid  and  cancelled.  The  s^ 
cond  bond,  made  payable  in  September,  1838, 
wonkl  fall  due  so  soon  after  the  passage  of  the 
law,  that  it  was  not  thought  advisable  to  include  iii 
it  a  provision  for  its  sale,  as  the  money  might  be 
received  upon  it  from  its  maturity;  before  a  nego- 
tiation for  the  sale  could  be  brought  to  a  snocessfol 
termination.  Hence  the  law  provided  for  the  sale 
of  the  two  last  bonds  onlyy  and  this  law  it  is,  and 
the  practical  execution  of  it  by  the  Secretary,  vbich 
has  given  me  to  this  discussion,  and  now  compels 
me  to  obtrude  mjrself  upon  the  attention  of  the 
Senate. 

The  law  made  the  Secretary  of  the  Tieasvry  the 
agent  of  the  Government  for  the  sale  of  the  bonds; 
limited  him  to  the  par  value  of  each  bond  in  the 
market,  ^'calculated  according  to  the  rules  forests 
mating  the  par  value  of  securities  upon  whieb  'me- 
rest  has  run  for  a  time,  but  which  seearities  haTi 
not  reached  maturity;'*  opened  to  him  the  markets 
of  our  own  and  foreign  countries,  and  direeted 
that  the  sale  should  be  made  "for  money  in  hud." 

This  brings  me  to  an  examination  of  the  facts' 
in  relation  to  the  execnton  of  this  law,  and  for  theia 
I  must  refer  to  the  reports  under  consideration,  and 
to  the  documents  accompanying  them.  From  this 
time  forward  I  shall,  as  far  as  practicable,  let  the 
reports  and  the  correspondence  speak  for  then- 
selves;  as,  notwithstanding  the  tedioosness  to  my- 
self and  the  Senate  of  reading  documents  here,  I 
prefer  that  the  facts  themselves,  and  the  langntfc 
of  the  parties,  rather  than  my  understanding  of 
either,  should  guide  the  judgment  of  this  body  aad 
the  country  upm  the  issue  presented. 

It  will  be  proper  here  to  remark,  that  bnt  one 
of  the  bonds  authorised  to  be  sold,  has  as  yet  been 
sold  under  the  law,  the  bond  to  become  due  in  Sep- 
tember of  the  present  year;  that  to  fall  due  in  S^ 
tember,  1840,  being  yet  held  by  the  Treasnry  2» 
the  property  of  the  United  States.  It  will,  hov^ 
ver,  be  seen  that  various  negotiations,  all  at  the  in- 
stance of  the  Bank,  have^been  carried  on  between  tint 
institution  and  the  S(*cretary  of  the  Treasury,  the 
object  of  which  was  to  arrange  the  mode  and  man- 
ner of  payment  of  the  second  bond,  to  fall  doe  ia 
September,  1838,  and,  as  an  inducement  to  tbeof- 
fieeis  of  the  Treasury  to  yield  to  the  mode  and  man- 
ner desired  by  the  Bank,  ofifering,  on  its  pan,  to 
anticipate  portions  of  that  payment,  at  times  vhia 
should  be  most  desirable  to  the  Oovemment,it 
reference  to  the  calls  for  public  disbursement,  n 
is  indispensable  to  a  perfect  understanding  of  thi 
transactions,  that  the  negotiations  for  this  object,  < 
and  those  for  (he  sale  of  the  third  bond  under  tte 
law  before  referred  to,  should  not  be  confoonH 
while  the  dales,  and  order,  and  manner  of  the  ear 
spondenoe  upon  the  two  subjecis,  and  thesiflulti^^ 
of  the  propositions  from  the  Bank  in  both  egg 
lequiresome  tue  to  preserve  theseparatioafff' 
fectly,  and  at  the  same  time  to  comprehend  v 
de  focce  of  the  fads  as  applicable  to  each  txm* 


Hence  I  propose  to  examine  all  the  fi^cteiafcllK 
tion  to  the  timey  modCi  and  manner  of  pa^BM&i  gi 
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the  second  bond,  duf  in  SeptA.nber,  1838,  and 
which  was  not  sold,  before  I  refer  to  the  facts 
attending  the  sale  of  the  third  bond,  which  was 
aoU  to  the  Bank. 

The  first  question  trhich  arises  in  this  course  of 
ioqniry  is,  was  the  state  of  the  Treasury,  at  the 
time  the  negotiation  was  concluded  for  an  an- 
ticipation of  the  payment  of  two-thirds  of  this  bond, 
inda  postponement  for  the  period  of  fifteen  days 
only  of  the  remaining  third,  &uch  as  to  warrant  the 
arraogement,  on  the  part  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treastuy,  as  one  calculated  to  promote  the  public  in- 
terests, and  to  secure  more  certainly  the  payment  of 
the  public  creditors?  T^is  question  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  himself  shall  answer.  And  as  the 
same  question  will  necessarily  arise  in  reference 
10  the  sale  of  the  third  bond,  and  as  the  report  of 
the  Secretary,  in  answer  to  the  call  of  the  Senate, 
frrqoently  speaks  of  the  condition  and  necessities 
of  ihc  Treasury  in  reference  to  both  of  these  nego- 
tiations in  the  same  sentence,  his  answer  as  to  both 
shall  be  given  h<re.  I  read  firdt  from  page  4  of 
the  rep^irt,  which  relates  more  particularly  to  the 
payment  of  the  second  bond,  to  /all  due  in  Sep- 
tember, 1838,  though  clauses  ofnhe  extract  allude 
^  to  the  sale  of  the  third  boud.  The  Secretary 
says: 

^oavQJd  the  payment  of  the'hond  that  was  to  fall  due  on  the 
Iflt  of  October  6e<ng  made  in  new  Treasury  notes,  not  re  issu- 
able, nor  available  in  any  way  to  disrharee  appropriaiionfl, 
lod  which  event  teas  apprehended  by  ilie  Depart nieni,  the 
written  agreement  was  made  with  the  Bank,  which  wilt  be 
fciiod  among  the  documents,  stipulating,  among  other  thiriss, 
tor  the  payment  of  that  bond  oo  drafts  to  the  public  creditorsi, 
and  in  specie  or  its  equivalent.  Thie,  though  collateral  to  the 
■la  of  the  other  lK>nd,  was  a  part  of  the  same  nesotiaiion. 

*itW8S  very  clear  at  the  time,  and  has  been  confirmed  by  sub- 
leqaent  eventss,  ihat  the  payment  by  the  Bank  of  its  bond  in 
sGch  Treasury  notes,  and  a  failure  to  make  that  arrangement, 
ihe  only  piacUcable.one  for  the  sale  of  the  ihiid  l>on<t,  would 
raider  exher  a  special  call  of  Congress  or  a  suspension  of 

eymeot  of  some  of  the  demands  upon  the  Treasury  ineriia- 
>.  The  Department  did  not  feel  itself  at  Wherry  t6  hesitate  iii 
decidiQg  between  an  exfWxiure  of  the  public  service  to  either  of 
thoae  extremities,  by  insteting  upon  having  the  whole  of  these 
large  luma  of  money  paid  at  one  time,  and  placed  elsewhere 
hi  other  suitable  depoeitoriea,  if  any  could  be  found  in  the 
pieseat  imperfect  state  of  the  law,  or  a&msent  to  leave  them 
in  liiehanda  of  the  public  debtor  until  they  were  actually  want- 
ad,  and  then  to  draw  for  them,  in  specie  or  ita  equivalent,  when 
and  where  the  public  service  required.  Especially  could  the 
Department  not  hesitate,  when  this  course  was  not  injurious  to 
tiiataervica,  and  ii  was  unable  at  that  time  to  withdraw  those 
fluids  except  by  the  debtor's  roluntary  consenu" 

Again:  on  page  five,  with  more  exclusive  refer- 
ence to  the  arrangemer.t^  in  relation  to  the  second 
bond,  and  to  the  places  and  manner  of  disburse- 
ment required  by  the  wants  of  the  public  service, 
besiys: 

"h  relation  to  another  inquiry,  concerning  '  the  period  when 
thesomof  ai,GQQ,000,  in  part  payment  of  thesecond  bond  of 
the  Bank  of  the  United  Siaiea,  was  placed  to  the  credit  of  the 
Traasory,'  I  state  that  S800.000  was  placed  to  his  credit  on  the 
IGih  day  of  August,  and  S800.000  more  on  the  15lh  September, 
183&  As  to  the  'nature  of  the*  whole  agreement  on  that  sub- 
ject, I  reply  that  it  will  be  found  in  the  correspondence  an- 


'^The  suhacance  of  it  was  that  about  one-third  of  the  amount 
ef  the  bond  sboukt  be  paid  in  the  middle  of  August,  one-third 
hi  the  middle  of  September,  and  the  other  third  in  the  middle 
of  October,  as  these  periods  and  amounts  of  payment  were 
deemed  lixely  to  promote  thf  convenience  of  the  Treasn- 
jy,  If  nor  of  both  parties,  better  than  to  pay  the  whole  large 
mm  of  near  two  and  a  half  millions  at  once  at  the  cloee  or  the 
lUMih  of  September.  It  was.  further  stipulated  thai  interest 
Should  cease  on  each  of  the  insulnients  thus  paid  on  the  day 
ihey  were  placed  to  ihe  credit  of  the  Treasurer,  and  made  sub- 
ject to  his  ffiraft.  Aa  the  m  >ney  was  wanted  at  different  points 
ID  meet  the  public  expenditures  near  them,  thedraflsof  the 
Tfeasurer  on  the  Bank,  payable  at  diose  several  poinu,  were 
CQgaged  to  be  met  there  with  promptitude,  and  m  specie  or 
Ustmavalent. ' 

Here  is  a  condensed,  but  full  and  clear,  state- 
ment of  the  result  of  the  negotiations  as  to  the 
mode  and  manner  and  times  of  payment  of  the 
seoond  bond,  with  suggestions  as  to  the  conve- 
nience to  the  Treasury  of  this  manner  of  payment, 
over  that  of  the  receipt  of  the  whole  sum  of  about 
|S,400,000,  in  a  single  payment,  on  the  first  day  of 
October,  while  the  extract  closes  with  showing  that 
the  payments,  at  the  times  and  places  stipulated, 
were  to  be  made  "in  specie  or  its  equivalent.'' 

Again,  upon  pages  3  and  3  of  the  report,  and  re- 
ferring principally  to  the  sale  of  the  third  bond,  the 
Secretary  goes  more  Ailly  into  the  state  of  the 
TVeasury,  and  shows  most  clearly  the  necessihr  for 
the  sale  and  anticipation  ef  the  proceeds  of  this 
bond,  which  were  not  to  become  due  until  Septem- 
ber, 1830,  to  meet  the  appropriations  of  1838, 
which,  he  says,  ''proved  to  be  unusually  great." 
It  need  scarcely  be  said  that,  if  such  was  the  condi- 
lixm  of  the  Treamury  and  the  anticipated  wants  of 


the  public  service  in  July  as  to  prove  the  necessity 
for  the  &ale  of  the  third  bond  before  the  close  of 
that  fiscal  year,  the  same  facts  must  have  proved, 
more  clearly,  the  necessity  of  anticipating,  so  far 
as  that  could  be  done,  the  payments  upon  the  se- 
cond bond,  the  whole  of  which  was  to  fall  due  on 
the  first  day  of  October.  The  language  of  the 
Secretary  is: 

"The  appropriations  actually  made,  having  proved  to  be  un- 
usually great,  and  the  expenditures  anticipated  during  the  two 
next  ensuing  months  t>eing  much  larger  in  amount  than  the 
immediate  meaua  which  the  Department  could  expect  to  derive 
In  money  from  other  sources  within  those  months,  I  at  once 
addressed  leuers  to  the  bankers  of  the  United  BULtes  at  London, 
and  to  onr  Minister  at  Paris,  requesting  that  measures  might  be 
taken,  without  delay  to  obtain  offers  for  those  bonds,  if  possible, 
from  capitalists  in  Burope.  To  these  letters  answers  were 
received  in  due  season,  stating  that,  from  the  short  time  the 
bonds  had  to  run,  the  absence  of  the  guarantee  of  the  United 
Slates  for  their  eventual  payment,  and  x>ther  causes,  no  sale 
could  probably  )>e  effected  oi  them  either  in  London  or  Paris 
within  the  limits  fixed  by  law.  In  the  mean  time,  however, 
finding  that  the  demands  for  the  public  service  during  the  month 
of  June  had  exceeded  foui  and  abalfmiliions,  and  especting^  aa 
the/ael  turned  out  to  6e,  thai  they  would  equal  about  oeven 
miuionein  July  and  Auguatf  andfinding^  a&Of  that  the  avail- 
able  buiancein  the  Tret 
and  subject  to  < 

trere  making  _  ,     .     . 

not  be  rendered  at  all  available,  1  considered  it  necessary  to 
effect  a  sale  of  at  least  one  of  the  bonds  at  an  earlier  day  than 
advices  could  be  received,  and  any  proceeds  realized  from  Eu- 
rope.   Particular  inquiry  was,  therefore,  instituted  in  the  city 


of  New  York,  and  elsewhera,  concerning  the  probability  of 
selling  soon  one  or  more  of  the  bonds,  and  also  a  public  adver- 
tisement was  issued,  inviting  proposals; generally  for  their  pur- 


chase. 

''The  rrsuU  was,  that  from  (be  abundance  of  Btate  stocks  in 
the  market,  at  very  reiluced  pnces.  the  lower  rate  at  which 
other  seeuritesof the  Bank  wereaeuing^  and  the  want  of  a  guar* 
anteeby  the  United  ^  lates,  the  sale  was  lound,  with  the  excep- 
tion herealler  stated,  t  *  be  wholly  impracticable  in  iJiis  coun- 
try, and  was  expected  to  ^e  so  abroad,  under  the  conditio  s 
prescribed  in  the  act.  Indeed^  no  bide  were  at  any  time  made 
for  either  of  th  bonds,  in  conformity  to  those  conditions,  excepi 
that  of  Charles  Bfacalt  star,  Esq.  of  Philadelphia,  ^ho  offered 
to  purchase  both  of  them  wiihin  the  terms  of  the  law." 

Here  is  the  most  full  and  clear  answer  to  the 
question.  The  expenditures  for  June  had  been 
moreahan  *'four  and  a  half  millions;^*  those  for 
July  and  August  were  expected  to  be  ''about  seven 
millions;^'  which  expectation  ^as  realized  by  the 
fact,  and  the  "balance  in  the  Treasury,  applica- 
ble to  general  purposes,  and  subject  to  draft,  fell 
below  one  million.'*  Hence,  the  Secretary  "con- 
sidered it  neeessory  to  eflTect  a  sale  of  at  least  one  of 
the  bonds,  at  an  earlier  day  than  advices  could  be 
received,  and  any  proceeds  realized  from  Eu- 
rope." 

1  will  now  proceed  to  notice  the  correspondence, 
and  first,  that  in  relation  to  the  payment  of  the  se- 
cond bond.  And  here  it  will  be  interesting,  if  not 
useful,  to  notice  dates  and  coincidences,  between 
the  proceedings  in  Congress  toward  a  sale  of  the 
bonds,  and  the  efforts  on  the  part  of  the  Bank  to 
gain  possession  of  them,  or  make  arrangement  for 
their  payment. 

On  the  5th  of  April,  1838,  the  Senate,  by  a  reso. 
lution,  instructed  the  Committee  on  Finance  to  in- 
quire into  the  state  of  the  Treasury,  and,  in  base 
there  should  be  a  prospect  that  more  means  would 
be  wanted  than  had  been  provided  by  Congress, 
further  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  raising 
those  means  by  a  sale  of  the  Bankbonds. 

On  the  21st  of  the  same  month,  Mr.  Macalester 
addressed  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  a  note, 
making  distinct  prepositions  for  anticipating  the 
payment  of  the  second  bond,  to  fall  due  in  Septem- 
ber, 1838,  and  inviting  a  correspondence.  The 
documents  exhibiting  this  negotiation  will  be  found 
appended  to  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  now  under  consideration,  commencing 
at  page  11,  and  are  marked  A  1  to  7  inclusive. 
The  negociation  was  unsuccessful,  because  the  par- 
ties could  not  agree  as  to  the  medium  in  which 
the  proposed  payments  should  be  made;  but  there 
are  certain  points  in  this  correspondence  which  I 
consider  it  important  to  notice,  for  future  reference, 
and  will,  therefore,  read  to  the  Senate  a  few  short 
extracts.  Tlie  Secretary,  in  his  reply  to  Mr.  Ma- 
calester^ first  note,  under  date  of  38th  April,  writes 
as  follows: 

"In  the  mean  time,  as  you  do  not  state  that  the  proposal  con- 
tained in  your  letter  is  made  under  authority  from  the  Bank, 
and  as  the  discussion  ofsuch  a  proposal,  unless  made  directly 
by  the  Bank,  or  its  authorised  agent,  might  te  liable  to  miscon- 
struction,  and  lead  to  no  useful  result,  you  will  see  the  necessi- 

2,  before  my  replying  fully,  that  any  arrangement  deslrdd 
tottld  be  made  in  that  form." 

In  reply  to  this  part  of  the  Secrettry*&  note,  Mr. 
Macalester,  under  date  of  the  dd  of  May,  says: 


*%n:  I  hare  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  let- 
ter of  23ih  ult.  In  answer  to  which,  I  have  to  state  that  I  am 
authorized  by  the  Bank  of  the  United  gtates  chartered  by  Peno- 
sylraoia  to  enter  into  the  arrangements  proposed  in  my  letter 
of  21st  ult."  -         , 

This  establishes  the  fact  (hat  Mr.  Macalester 
was  here  acting  as  the  agent  of  the  Bank,  with  full 
power  to  make  the  arrangement  he  proposed,  &nd 
as  he  continues,  throughout  all  the  pegotiations  as 
to  both  bonds,  to  act  as  the  principal  agent  and  in- 
strument of  the  institution,  without  any  thing  fni-- 
ther  appearing  upon  the  face  of  the  papers,  as  to 
his  character  or  powers,  the  above  inquiry  and  an- 
swer were,  doubtless,  considered  by  boih  parties 
sufficient  upon  that  point. 

In  the  answer  of  the  Secretary  to  Mr.  Macalt^s- 
ter's  note  of  the  2d  of  May,  from  which  the  above 
is  extracted,  and  in  which  he  makes  formal  propo- 
sitions as  to  the  times,  places,  atrd  manner  of  pay- 
ment of  the  8ecx)nd  bond,  is  the  following  para- 
graph, which  closes  the  letter: 

"To  prevent  misapprehension,  it  should  be  distinctly  under- 
stood that,  with  the  exception  of  Treesmy  notes,  the  general 
course  has  been  to  accept  no  credit,  unless  ihedeposlte  is  made 
in  specie  or  tteCTufraton/,  or  unless  the  depoeite  has  been  re- 
ceived by  some  public  claimant  as  equivalent  to  specie.  The 
right  of  every  claimant  to  be  paid  in  the  legal  currency  of  tlie 
United  States  is  fully  recognised  by  this  Depaximent;  and  cob- 
sidering  the  opinion  entertained  by  the  Executive,  and  at  least 
one  branch  of  the  Legislature,  the  idea  must  be  expressly  hx- 
eludedt  that  the  notes  of  the  second  Bank  of  the  United  States, 
chartered  in  1816,  can  bepermitted  to  be  employed  in  any  vf 
the  transactions  growing  out  of  thin  arrangement." 

This  letter  bears  date  on  the  3d  of  May,  and,  un- 
der (late  of  the  5th  of  May,  Mr.  Macalester  replied, 
which  terminated  that  negotiation.  Among  oiher 
things,  he  sayic  "I  did  not  and  could  not  have  1q> 
tended  to  propose  a  negotiation  on  ihe  basis  of  a 
tpteie  poymenl." 

These  are  the  only  references  to  this  correspon- 
dence necessary  to  my  purpose,  and  they  are  nc- 
eesv«ary  because  they  establish  the  character  of  Mr. 
Macalester  as  agent  of  the  Bank,  and^ihe  flirther 
fact  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in  the  nr-« 
gotta tion,  adhered  to  "the  basis  of  a  specie  pay- 
ment, or  a  payment  tqvxMHent  to  spetde.'^ 

This  correspondence  covered  the  time  from  the 
91st  April  to  the  5th  of  May.  We  have  before 
seen  that,  on  Ihe  5ih  of  April,  the  Committee  on 
Finance  was  instructed  to  Inquire  as  to  the  expe- 
diency of  a  sale  of  the  bonds,  and  the  inquiry  was 
general,  relating  as  well  to  the  second  as  to  the 
third  and  fourih  bonds,  all  of  which  remained  un- 
paid. On  the  2d  of  May,  the  committee  reported 
a  bill  providing  for  the  sale  of  the  third  and  fourth 
bonds,  but  not  afiecting  the  second;  and  on  the  5th 
of  the  same  month',  the  negotiatioo  as  to  antici- 
pating the  payment  of  this  latter  bond,  was  termi- 
nated by  the  agent  of  the  Bank,  unless  some  other 
than  a  specie  basis  for  the  payment  could  be  ac- 
ceded to.  On  the  IJlth  of  J!4ay,  the  bill  for  the 
sale  of  the  third  and  fourth  bonds  passed  the  Se* 
nate,  and,  on  the  7th  of  July  after,  it  became  a 
law. 

On  the  23d  of  July,  a  second  negotiation  was 
opened  by  Mr.  Macalester,  by  ioviiing  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  to  make  specific  propositions 
for  the  payment  of  the  second  bond  in  three  instal- 
ments, to  be  paid  on  the  15th  days  of  August,  Sep* 
tember,  and  October,  1838,  the  bond  being  paya- 
ble, by  its  terms,  on  the  first  day  of  October  of  that 
year.  To  this  invitation  the  Secretary  answered, 
under  date  of  the  24th  of  July,  consenting  to  the 
times  of  payment  proposed,  and  naming  the  places 
of  payment,  and  the  sums  to  be  paid  at  each  place, 
and  closing  with  the  following  languas:e: 

''In^all  cases,  however,  it  is  of  cou roe  understood 
that  payments  will  be  made  in  aped$  or  ih  eftitea- 
taa."  These  terms  Mr.  Macalester  accepted,  by 
a  note  dated  25th  July,  merely  requesting  that  the 
negotiation  might  be  considered  open  in  relation  to 
the  places  of  payment,  and  the  sums  to  be  paid  at 
each,  80  far  as  tlie  convenience  of  the  Treasury 
and  the 'wants  of  the  public  service  would  permit. 
On  the  27th  the  Secretary  replied,  consenting  to 
make  soch  changes  in  the  places  of  payment,  and 
the -amounts  at  each,  as  could  be  made  without 
material  inconvenience  to  the  Department.  This 
oorreapondence  will  be  found  annexed  to  the  report 
of  the  Secretary,  commencing  at  page  34,  and 
marked  enclosures  No.  1  to  4  inclusive. 

On  th^  13th  of  August,  the  negotiation  in  rela* 
tion  to  the  payments  upon  the  «econd  bond  was  re« 
newtd  by  a  letter  firom  Mr.  Biddle,  the  president 
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bf  the  Bank,  to  "the  Secretary  of  the  I*rea8ur7,  stig- 
Itesiing  such  chaogea  in  the  places  of  payment,  and 
in  the  amoonts  to  be  paid  at  each  place,  as  he  de- 
sired to  ha  ire  made,  and  referring  to  the  corres- 
pondence above  detailed  with  Mr.  Macalester,  as 
the  bttsis  of  the  arranfiement  in  relation  to  this 
bond.  This  correspondence,  thas  reopened,  was 
continned  between  the  officers  of  the  Bank  and 
those  of  the  Treasury,  np  to  the  18ih  of  August, 
when  all  the  places  of  payment,  and  the  sums  pay- 
able at  each,  were  mutually  agreed  upon,  ana  the 
negotiation  was  completed;  but  in  the  mean  time, 
aqd  on  the  I5th  of  Augost,  a  certificate  of  deposite, 
lo  the  c/edit  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States 
was  issned  by  the  Bank,  and'  transmitted  for  the 
first  instalment  of  f800,000^ayable  on  that  daj 
towards  the  second  bond,  lliese  documents  wiU 
N  fonnd  appended  to  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  nov  under  consideration,  commenc- 
ing at  page  37,  and  maiked  F  8, 10,  11, 13. 

This  gives  a  distinct  and  separate  Tiew  of  all  the 
material  negotiations  in  relation  to  the  payment  of 
the  second  bond,  the  times  of  payment,  the  places 
of  payment,  and  the  manner  of  payment.  From 
the  facts  detailed,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  bond  was 
to  be  paid,  and  was  paid  in  three  equal  instal- 
ments of  about  j|800,000  each,  on  the  15th  days  of 
August,  September,  and  October,  1838,  which 
would  occasion  the  first  instalment  to  be  paid  forty- 
fire  days  before  the  bond  became  due  and  paya- 
'ble,  the  second  instalment  fifteen  days  before,  and 
the  third  instalment  fifteen  days  af^er  that  time; 
that  each  instalment,  on  the  day  it  became  paya- 
ble by  the  arrangement,  was  to  be,  and  was,  depo- 
sited in  the  Bank  to  the  credit  of  the  Treasurer  of 
the  United  Slates;  that  upon  the  strength  of  these 
deposites,  the  Treasurer  was  to  draw  bis  drafts 
upon  the  Bank,  payable  at  the  sereral  places 
named,  and  for  the  several  sums  agreed  upon  in 
the  arrangement;  that  those  drafts  were  to  be  paid 
by  the  Bank  at  the  places  at  which  they  were  made 
payable,  without  being  first  presented  at  the  Bank, 
or  returned  to  it  for  payment;  and  that  interest  was 
to  cease  upon  the  two  instalments  anticipated, 
when  the  money  was  placed  to  the  credit  of  the 
Treasurer  in  the  Bank,  and  was  to  continue  apon 
flie  third  instalment  until  that,  also,  was  so  placed 
to  his  credit. 

Ttis  is  the  arrangement  which  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  did  make  for  the  payment  of  the  se- 
cond bond,  which,  upon  its  face,  became  due  and 
payable  on  the  1st  of  October,  1838.  That  the 
stale  of  the  Treasury  required  the  anticipated  pay- 
ments secured  by  the  arrangement,  seems  to  be 
made  certain  by  the  report  of  the  Secretary,  and 
that  the  places  and  manner  of  payment  were  such 
as  best  suited  the  public  wants  and  the  convenience 
of  the  Department  is  shown  by  the  whole  correspon- 
dence. If,  then,  there  be  fault  on  the  part  of  the 
Secretary,  in  consenting  to  the  arrangeqient,  it  must 
be  because  it  was  wrong  to  enter  into  ^negotiation 
with  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  chartei«d  by 
the  State  of  Pennaylrania,  and  to  oonelnde  an  ar- 
rangement for  the  anticipated  jMLyment  of  a  debt 
which  the  wants  of  the  pablic  Treiuary  required, 
upon  terms,  not  only  convenient  and  advantageous 
to  the  public  interests  and  the  pablic  service,  bat 
npon  which  alone  payments  could  be  anticipated; 
and  because  it  was  wrong,  by  sach*  an  arrange- 
ment, to  secure  those  payments  in  money,  whidi 
otherwise  might  be  made  in  Treasury  notes,  and 
thas  rendered  wholly  nnavailable  to  supply  the 
wants  of  a  reduced  Treasury.  Deep  as  my  feelings 
of  hostility  have  been,  and  still  are,  against  this 
Bank,  both  as  n  National  and  State  institntion,  I 
cannot  carry  thoee  feelings  so  far  as  to  oensnre  a 
faithful  pablic  oflk^er,  for  acts  like  these;  nor,  when 
by  our  legislation  we  have  driven  him  to  these  re* 
sorts,  to  supply  oar  Treasary  placed  under  his 
chairge,  can  I  sospeet  him  of  improper  motives  for 
having  consented  to  negotiate  with  m  dangerons 
banking  institution,  when  it  was  the  only  alterna- 
tive left  to  him  to  preserve  the  poblio  faith,  carry 
on  the  business  of  the  nation,  and  maintatn  its 
credit,  or  condemn  him  for  having  aoeompiished 
these  great  results  by  such  means. 

I  pass  now  to  the  sale  of  the  third  bond,  and  the 
negotiations  which  preceded'and  accomplished  that 
object.    ThelatWaathocWngtetsala^nshasliseii 


before  remarked,  was  introduced  into  the  Senate  on 
the  5{d  of  May,  and  the  reseluiion  of  inquiry  on 
the  5ih  of  April  previ«us.  With  hU  accustom^ 
vigilance,  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  anticipated 
the  action  of  Congress,  by  opening,  on  the  8th  of 
May,  a  correspondence  with  an  intelligent  banket* 
iti  each  of  the  cities  of  New  York  and  l^iiladelphia, 
to  inform  himself  whether,  in  case  of  the  passable 
of  a  law  like  that  proposed,  a  sale  could  probably 
be  made  of  one  or  both  of  the  bonds,  either  in  the 
markets  of  our  own  or  a  foreign  country.  Copies 
of  the  bill  were  transmitted  lo  each  of  these  gen- 
tlemen, and  their  early  opinions  solicited.  Answers 
to  these  letters  were  returned  within  a  rery  few 
days,  and  both  expressed  opinions  wholly  unfavor- 
able as  to  the  prospect  of  a  sale  in  this  country,  un- 
less to  the  Bank  itself,  without  the  guaranty  of  the 
Oevemment  for  the  payment  of  the  bonds;  while 
one  of  the  writers  supposed  that  a  sale  might  be  ef- 
fected in  Europe  upon  advanugeous  terms,  and 
that  the  agent  of  the  Bank  in  London  might  oe  in- 
duced, "by  weighty  considerations,  to  enter  the 
field  as  a  purchaser;*'  and  the  other  said,  ''the 
bonds  hare  too  short  a  time  to  run  to  warrant  any 
reasonable  expectation  of  a  sale  of  them  in  Europe, 
on  favorable  terms,  during  the  present  rate  of  ex- 
change.*' These  letters  will  be  found  accompany- 
ing the  report  of  the  Secretary,  marked  B,  1,2.  3. 

The  bill  became  a  law,  without  any  alteration  of 
form,  on  the  7th  of  July.  Under  date  of  the  9th, 
the  Secreury  wrote  to  N.  M.  de  Rothschild  and 
Sons,  bankers  of  London,  sending  them  a  copy  of 
one  of  the' bonds,  and  requesting  thfem  to  negotiate 
a  sale  in  England,  if  possible.  A  copy  of  the  law 
was  also  transmitted.  On  the  11th,  similar  com- 
munications were  addressed  to  the  American  Mi- 
nister at  Paris,  with  a  request  that  he  would  con- 
sult certain  bankers  named,  and  such  oiher  persons 
as  he  might  think  proper,  and  learn  if  a  ^ale  of  the 
bonds  could  be  eflected  in  France  within  the 
terms  of  the  law.  On  the  17ch  of  July,  a  gentleman 
of  Baltimore,  of  known  and  approved  qualifications 
for  such  a  service,  was  addressed  by  the  Secretary, 
to  learn  if  he  would  consent,  for  the  compensation 
of  eight  dollars  per  day  and  the  payuient  of  his  ex- 
penses, to  go  to  Europe,  as  the  agent  of  the  De- 
partment, to  make  sale  of.  the  bondis.  In  the  mean 
time,  and  on  the  9th  of  July,  letters  were  addressed 
to  the  president  of  one  of  the  leading  banks  iti  each 
of  the  cities  of  New  York  and  Boston,  and  to  a 
gentleman  in  New  York,  known  as  the  resident 
agent  there  of  the  banking  houses  of  the  Roths- 
childs in  London  and  Paris,  invoking  the  advice 
and  aid  of  these  individuals  as  to  the  sale  of  the 
bonds  in  this  country,  or  in  any  foreign  market. 

Such  were  the  eflbrts  promptly  miuie  by  the  Se- 
cretarv  to  secure  a  sale  of  these  bonds,  in  conformi- 
ty wim  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  Congress,  and 
upon  the  most  favorable  terms  which  could  be  ob- 
tained. The  condition  of  the  Treasury,  and  the 
consequent  necessity  for  the  sale  of  one  oi  both  of 
the  bonds,  has  been  already  seen  in  the  extracts 
from  the  report  of  the  Secretary  before  given. 

Under  date  of  the  23d  pf  July,  the  gentleman 
applied  to  to  act  as  agent  for  the  sale  of  the  bonds 
abroad,  replied  to  the  Secretary*^  request,. express- 
ing  an  opinion  that,  as  the  state  of  the  money  mar- 
ket in  Europe  was  peculiarly  favorable,  the  bonds 
might  probably  be  sold  there  within  the  limitations 
,  prescribed  in  the  law,  and  possibly  upon  terms 
more  favorable  "if  the  agency  is  judiciously  execu- 
ted;" but,  characterising  the  bonds  as  "a  less  cur- 
rent er  saleable  description  of  securities**  than  aie 
ordinarily  "tendered  for  sale  in  any  nurket,**  and 
declining  the  agency  at  the  compensation  proposed, 
but  offering  to  undertake  it  for  a  commission  of 
one-fourth  of  one  per  cent,  upon  the  amount  of  the 
bonds,  if  sold,  and  for  the  pay  and  mileage  of  a 
member  of  Congress,  in  case  of  a  failure  to  efifect  a 
sale.    [See  documents  C,  6  and  7.] 

The  tetters  of  the  Secretary  to  the  gentlemen  in 
New  York  and  Boston  were  promptly  answered; 
the  one  from  the  agent  of  the  foreign  banking 
houses,  containing  an  ofifer  for  the  bonds,  which  did 
not  come  within  the  limitations  of  the  law;  and  the 
two  others  holding  out  no  prospect  of  a  sale  of  either 
bond  in  thii  counury,  within  the  terms  of  the  law. 
The  correspondence  with  the  two  New  York  gen- 
tlemen was  continned  to  great  length,  eovering  thA 


time  from  the  9th  to  the  27ih  of  Jaly,  snd  emlriic- 
ing  efforts  to  effect  a  sale  as  well  abroad  as  at  heme 
but  without  any  prospect  of  success. 

Inasmuch  as  the  Secretary  is  nov  charged 
with  a  willingness,  if  not  a  desire,  to  be  driven  tp 
make  the  sale  of  these  bonds  to  the  Bank  itself,  it 
will  be  but  just  to  him  to  makeoneor  two  references 
to  his  correspondence  with  these  gentlemen,  as  In. 
dicatlve  of  his  feelings  upon  this  point.  I  will  read 
from  his  letter  of  the  16th  of  July,  written  to  Geo. 
NewbaM,  «<q.  president  of  the  Bank  of  America, 
New  York,  ft  will  be  found  on  pages  23  and  24 
of  the  report  under  consideration,  ^nd  is  marked 
D,  6.  Th-:  first  paragraph  of  this  letter  is  in  the 
following  words: 

"Sn:  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  yeur  ktttr  of  Ae 
Mthinat.  1  wrote  you  un  yesterdajr  in  comcquenee  of  ubBcrr- 
tog  in  the  Philadelphia  newapapere  vome  in<  imaiiom  tSwa^ 
tho  credit  of  the  lx>nd8  of  the  Bantc  of  the  United  8{aU8  in  the 
marlcet.  It  aeema  to  Im  crideni  that  the  maker  of  iheea  boodi 
Intende  that  no  other  corporation  or  individual  ehalt  parehaae 
them.  So  many  aug gestiana  inj  urious  lo  thetr  ?alue  hav*  been 
made,  and,  whatie  more  remarkable,  considering  their obviou 
origin  and  modre,  have  t>een  liotened  (o,  that  I  ehall  probably 
1)0  compoiled  ^thar  to  eell  the  bonda  to  Mr.  Bid^e,  wito  is  ex- 
pected here  in  the  courae  of  the  preeent  week,  or  to  eeod  ihen 
abroad  lor  aale." 

Does  this  language,  I  ask,  Mr.  President,  does 
.this  look  like  a  desire,  or  even  a  willin^ess,  to 
make  the  sale  to  the  Banki  Does  it  look  Iske  & 
wish  to  be  compelled  to  make  the  negotiation  vith 
Mr.  Biddlel  Do  you  believe,  sir,  thai  the  presi- 
dent of  the  Pennsylvania  Bank  will  look  npon  this 
language  as  conveying  sach  a  kindly  feeling  to- 
wards himself  and  his  institution?  I  will  read  the 
last  paragraph  of  this  same  letter.  It  is  in  theft 
words; 

"Any  bank  which  co-operalea  ia  the  purchase  of  tlieae  boadi, 
at  a  pomt  like  New  York,  caanotfail  to  derive  ereat  adtaotigi 
from  the  operalioa.  The  inooey  will  probably  be  reqaaedu 
()e  drawn  tor  at  the  rate  of  about  half  a  million  monthly.  Tha 
drafia  will  be  moatly  aent  to  the  South  and  Southweac,  anddw 
giaaiorportioaiofthomwOI  be  out  thirty,  aixty,  and  niaet; 
days  befora  preeantad  at  bank." 
.  Here  are  the  very  benefit*^  which  the  charge  pr^ 
supposes  it  was  the  deAire  and  intention  of  tbe  Se- 
cretary of  the  Treasury  to  confei  upon  the  Penns^l- 
Tania  Bank,  specifically  pointed  out  and  eamesiif 
urged  upon  the  Bank  of  America  in  New  York, 
and  which,  be  it  remembered,  that  bank  woold  not 
accept  It  cannot  be  necessary  that  I  shoold  trou- 
ble the  Senate  with  further  extracts  from  Jhis  cor- 
respondence to  rebut  so  groundless  and  improbable 
a  charge. 

The  correspondence  to  which  I  have  hitherto  al- 
luded in  relation  to  the  sale  of  these  bonds,  will  be 
found  among  the  documents  appended  to  the  Se- 
cretary's report,  commencing  at  page  30,  and 
marked  D.  1  to  17  inclusire. 

This  brings  me,  in  point  of  time,  to  the  negotlA* 
tions  which  did  take  place  between  the  Bank  and 
the  Secretary  oi  the  Treasury,  and  resulted  in  tbe 
sale  of  one  of  the  bonds  upoa  the  terms  prescribed 
in  the  law.  The  first  step  in  this  negotiation  is  a 
letter  under  date  of  the  21st  of  July,  written  by 
Mr.  Macales'cr  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treastuy, 
and  is  in  the  following  words: 

•Wafhimtow,  July  21, 18» 

**8ni:  I  hava  tho  honor  to  eabmit  to/ou  the  followinff  T^po- 
aKion  ibr  tha  purehaaeof  two  bonds  of  the  Bank  of  the  VoiM 
Stataa  chartered  by  Pennayl^uiia,  referred  to  hi  your  adfftdw- 
mentoflSth  inofant: 

•1  will  fire,  for  one  ar  both  of  ibcni<  the  par  value,  cak* 
latadaoeordlngto  the  rules  fbr  estimating  the  par  raloe  otm- 
cuiitlaa  upon  which  intara«t  has  run  for  a  time,  but  wfakbaMs- 
riiies  have  not  reached  maturity;  tbe  settlement  to  be  madeA 
1st  of  August  next,  on  which  day  I  will  deposite  the  amosnt 
thareoi;  to  the  credit  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  Statcsja 
(ipcrial  deposite  in  the  Bank  of  the  Uoitad  States  in  Phitadei- 
phia,  in  tpecie  »rU»  equiralentf  this  beinf  done,  you  wilt  ma 
axaouia  to  me  an  aaai^imcnt  of  tlie  bonds. 

I  am,  very  leapectfully,  your  otiedient  eervanL 

C  BaACALEolBt* 
Ron.  Li  VI  Wooostmr,  Secretary  of  the  Treasury." 

The  reply  of  the  Secretary  to  this  proposition  is 
under  date  of  the  30th  of  July,  and  is  an  acoeptanee 
only  80  far  as  relates  to  the  one  bond  to  fall  due  in 
September,  1839.    Tbe  following  ia  the  letter: 

«  TiiBi.ainiT  Dkpartwbkt,  July  30,  I8S. 

<*  Sn:  Tour  offer  of  the  Slat  laataAt,  to  purchase  one  or  bott 
•f  lh«  bonds  of  the  PannaylTania  Bank  of  tha  United  d«w>  *! 
tha  par  Talue,  as  limited  fn  tbe  act  of  Congraaa,  la  accepted  Iv 
the  bond  due  m  Septemlwr,  1830.  ^.    , 

<*'niepfopooal  befaig  to  depostle  tho  naoney  to  (he  crsda  «f 
thaTjra«anr,  loapadai  deraitain  eaidBaok^oiitbe  l«td9£ 
Aufuat  next,  I  have  cauaed  a  computatkui  to  be  axle  of  n» 
Amount  than  payable  by  you.  Iris  suppoacd  1 9  be  $iSE%Sl  ^ 
and  la  aaoartaioad  hi  tha  node  of  caleuUUon  aziOainMlBW 
lirtttr  anntrtdi 

**That  sum  caa  badeposftta^  and  if  any  error  Is  found  In  A> 
•ilettlaiion,fcwUlbaeatTaBiad.  OnMeMng  thaosrtfciiif 
diportw,  i  will«acnts  •  yon  aa  awjjumwtt  of  tha  bead.  Ri 
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wdaniood  Out  Ui«  Bank  is  to  Ittap  tlibmoiMjr  ^kUtflSX 
dnwa  ou«  by  the  TnMurer,  without  makinc  anj  dwrga 
tt  Um  United  Sutea  for  keaping  or  IMTiof  B  over  od  kia 
dnftf.     I  am,  very  lespeafullyi  your  oSedicnt  eerraat, 

Levi  WOODBVRY, 
Secncarr  of  tha  Traaaoiy. 
Chaklss  Haoalb«tb,  <m).  Phiiadalphia.*' 
la  coaformity  with  this  proposition  and  accept- 
ance, the  president  of  the  Bank  writes  to  the  Secre- 
tary, under  dale  of  the  1st  August,  as  follows: 

**  Dank  op  thb  Um-na  SvAua,  Auf  uat  1, 1838. 
"  ^isl:  You  wiU  be  ioformed  by  Mr.  Macalaster  of  bis  Bavkif 
(kia  day  depoaiied  io  this  Bank  iht  sum  of  two  millions  two 
hqailred  ana  fiAy  four  ihouiand  eiaht  hundred  and  seventy  one 
dollars  and  thiny-aight  cents,  to  tEe  credit  of  the  Treasurar  of 
dicUaited  Staiea. 

*'1q  your  letter  to  Mr.  Macalaster  of  the  aOth  ulUmo,  direa- 
in*  (hot  the  money  should  be  deposited  in  the  Bank,  you  add; 
'Itis  anderalood  that  (he  Bank  ia  to  keep  this  money  safely 
ilil  drawn  out  by  the  Treasurer,  without  making  any  charge 
to  iha  United  States  for  keeping  or  for  paying  it  over  on  ha 
diafta.* 
"  On  the  part  of  the  Bank  I  confirm  that  undemanding. 
With  great  respect)  yours, 

N.  BIDDLE,  Prerident. 
Beti.  LcTi  WooDBvar, 
8«:retary  of  the  Treasury,  Waahington,  D.  C* 
Of  the  same  date  the  cashier  of  the  Bank  trans- 
mits to  tha  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  or  to  the 
Treasurer  of  ihe  United  States,  the  following  certi- 
ficate of  deposite,  being  for  the  precise  amount 
mentioned  in  the  Secretary's  letter  of  acceptance, 
«bore  given:. 

"Bask  op  THsUvrniD  Statbb,  Aug.  t,  1838. 
''thereby  certify  that  Charles  Hacale>^t..  •  q.  h  ts  this  dKf 
dBposited  to  the  credit  of  the  Treaaurerof  the  U.i...  t !«' iiea,  in 
tpedat  depoaitt,  the  sum  of  two  miliioD  two  bnodreu  ..J  fifty, 
ibar  ttiousaod  eight  hundred  ami  seventy^ine  dollars  and  thirty- 
eight  cents,  subject  to  the  drafis  of  the  raid  Treasurer. 

-J.  CO WPBRTHWAIT,  Cashier." 

This  presents  the  negotiation,  the  sale,  and  the 
paynieoC  of  the  ihird  bond,  in  the  language  and  acts 
of  the  patties,  and  from  it  a  Jew  inferences  are  to 
be  drawn. 

ftrsC.  The  negotiation  proceeds  from  the  Bank, 
and  not  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  He 
does  nm  solicit  ihe  Bank  to  purchase,  but  the  Bank 
solicits  him  to  sell,  and  offers  its  terms. 

Sec&nd.  Although  the  proposition  from  the  Bank 
is  before  the  correspondence  between  the  Secretary 
and  the  president  of  the  Bank  of  Amenca  was 
closed,  and  on  the  same  day  on  which  the  agent  of 
the  foreign  balking  houses  closed  Ihe  6orrespon- 
denoc  between  him  and  the  Secretary,  by  a  letter 
writf*n  at  New  York,  yet  the  Secretary  does  not 
accept  that  proposition  until  nine  days  after  its 
date,  and  three  days  aAer  the  final  close  of  erery 
other  negotiation  for  the  sale  of  the  bonds  in  this* 
country,  without  the  least  prospect  of  success. 

Third,  It  was  the  only  proposition  for  the  pur- 
chase of  the  bonds  coming  within  the  limitations  of 
the  law,  which  he  had  been  able  to  obtain,  or  was 
likely  to  obtain,  in  this  country. 

Fourth,  The  proposition  was  accepted  as  to  one 
bond  oiily,  a  1 'hough  it  was  an  oflTer  to  purchase 
both  upon  the  same  terms,  and  those  the  terms  pre- 
scribed in  the  law. 

Is  it  possible,  then,  that  the  Secretary  was  dc- 
&Lroa3  of  a  connection  wiih  this  Bank,  and  to  be* 
nc fit  it  by  a  sale  of  these  bonds  to  ill  If  so,  why 
did  he  not  invite  ihi4  Bank  to  purchaae  during  the 
fen  or  twelve  days  upon  which  be  was  so  faithfully 
soliciting  offers  from  other  banking  institutions, 
and  from  individuals?  Why  did  he  not  accept,  at 
once,  ihe  proposition  of  this  Bank,  when  made  on 
the  21st  of  July,  and  not  wail  till  the  30ih,and 
nntil  all  prospect  of  obtaining  an  offer  from  any 
other  quarter  was  put  entirely  at  rest  by  the  final 
clo^e  of  two  separate  negotiations,  both  of  which 
were  open,  ^o  far  as  his  knowledge  extended,  when 
this  offer  was  received?  Why  did  he  not  accept 
the  proposition  as  to  b  th  bonds,  and  thus  confer 
Opon  the  Baitk  double  the  benefits  which  were  con 
ferred,  if  benefits  they  were,  by  his  partial  accept- 
ance? Until  these  questions  are  answered,  the 
charge  that  the  Secretary  sought  this  transaction 
with  the  Bank,  or  sought  the  advantage  of  the  Bank 
in  the  sale  of  these  bond^,  should  cease  to  be 
made. 

But  the  Secretary  hai  not  heard  from  the  nego- 
tiations opened  by  him  in  England  and  Prance  for 
ihc  sale  of  thtse  bonds,  and  how,  it  may  be  asked, 
did  he  know  that  favorable  |>ropo8iUons  might  not 
£ome  from  those  quarters?  Or  why  difl  be  not 
wait  to  be  informed  upon  those  poinC^,  before  he 
closed  the  transaction  with  Uie  Bank,  by.  the  sale  of 
ibB  third  bond?    This  inquiry  has  already  beta  an- 


twered  ia  the  extracts  read  from  the  report  of  the 
Secretary  now  under  consideration.  He  says,  ac 
page  3  of  the  report: 

**  In  cha  neaa  tfana^  howarer,  findkw  that  the  damanda  for 
tha  public  aarrioe,  during  the  month  of  June,  bad  extended  lour 
and  a  half  oHlioos,  and  expecting  at  ihefaet  turned  out  to  bt^ 
that  they  would  equal  about  seven  milliens  In  July  and  August, 
and  fioong,  also,  taat  tha  andlaUa  balance  in  thaTraaaury,  ap* 
pIioal>le  to  general  purpoaea,  and  aubjact  lo  draft,  fell  bek»w 
#1,000.000,  t^nd  that  ray  mente  were  making j  at  Uoiai,  in  new 
TVeattfryneres,  which  could  not  be  rendered  at  all  available. 
Iconaidired  it  neeumtry  to  ^wt  a  oaU  qf  at  teaot  onto/ 
tkt  bonda  at  an  oarUer  day  than  advieeo  dould  6s  reetivtd, 
andanyproeeeda  realized jrotfL  Europe.** 

This  is  the  answer  of  the  officer  himself,  made 
upon  his  oflicial  responsibility,  in  reply  to  the  in- 
quiry above  anticipated,  made  by  the  Senate  itself. 
What  is  it?  That  the  sute  of  th^  Treasury  would 
not  permit  him  to  wait  for  a  sale  of  both  of  the 
bonus;  that  it  was,  in  his  opinion,  *'iucet»ary  to  ef- 
fect a  sale  of  at  least  one  of  the  bonds,  at  an  earlier 
day  than  advices  could  be  received,  and  any  pro- 
ceeds realized  from  Europe.*^  Is  this  answer  true? 
Does  any  one  here  doubt  it?  Will  any  one  here 
attempt  to  impeach  it?  Then  the  inquiry  is  an- 
swered, and  here  is  the  reason  why  the  Secretary, 
in  July,  and  before  he  had  received  returns  from 
his  foreign  cerrespondents,  accepted  the  offer  of  the 
Bank  as  to  one,  and  not  as  to  both  bonds. 

These  correspondents  abroad,  however,  were 
heard  from  in  due  time,  and  what  were  their  an- 
swers? That  the  bonds  were  too  large,  and  could 
not  be  divided  into  smaller  sums  for  the  market; 
that  they  had  too  short  a  time  to  ran  to  make  them 
an  object  for  the  investment  of  such  heavy  sums; 
and  that  their  final  payment  was  not  to  t>e  guaran- 
tied by  the  United  States;  that,  for  these  reasons 
principally,  they  could  not  be  sold  in  Bngland  or 
Prance,  within  the  terms  of  the  law.  I  will  not 
trouble  the  Senate  with  reading  this  correspondence. 
It  will  be  found  among  the  documents  appended 
to  the  report,  marked  C,  1  to  5  inclusive. 

Ills  further  complained  that  the  Secretary  of 
War  took  a  part  in  this  negotiation  with  the  Bank. 
He  did  so,  and  what  was  it?  He  shall  answer  for 
himself,  as  his  language  upon  the  subject  will  con- 
vey the  truth  more  clearly,  concisely,  and  intelligi- 
bly, than  any  I  can  employ  will  do  it.  I  read  from 
the  documents  appended  to  the  message  of  the  Pre- 
sident of  the  11th  iust.  in  answer  to  the  call  made 
by  tha  Senataonpop.  him  ibr.  all  the  information 
upon  this 'point,  being  ttha,,  report  of  the  Secretary, 
or  War  in  reply  to  the  interrogatories  propounded. 
At  pages  1  and  2  of  the  document,  the  Secretary 
says: 

*1  haT<  the  honor  to  sUts,  that  lonie  time  in  July  last,  in  •r- 
der  to  facilitate  the  speedy  and  successful  termination  of  a  ne^ 
goUation  at  that  time  pending  between  tha  Secretary  of  the 
TieasuryandMr.  Macalesier,  I  acceded  to  the  proposition  of 
the  lattpr  that,  in  the  event  of  the  sale  of  the  bond  betng  perfec- 
te<l,  the  amount  of  the  purchase  money  shou  d  be  absorbecl  by 
the  axpenditaro'o/  this  Department,  and  the  funds  to  be  placed 
by  the  Bank  at  such  points  and  in  such  amounts  as  they  might 
be  required,  not  to  exceed  .$iX)0,000  a  month  fVomthii  louroe; 
ana  gave  Urn  an  aasurancs  that  thia  arrangement  should  be 
carrted  Into  effect,  pravidod  no  objection  were  made  lo  it  by  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  Mr.  Macalesier  waa  accordingly 
furnished  with  a  statement,  showing  at  what  places  and  periods, 
and  in  what  amouais,  these  funde  would  be  wanted,  a  capy  of 
which  is  harawith  furnished,  marked  A.  This  arrangement 
was,  on  proi>er  explanation,  subsequently  concurred  in  bv  the 
Secretary  or  the  Treasury,  and  its  details  liavebeen  carredinto 
eflbct  thraugh  hia  oflloa;  and  I  have  teaaon  to  baliava  Uiat  it 
aided  oamuially  to  pr^  duce  the  lavorabla  iaiue  of  the  negoiia. 
tion.  It  has  been  carried  into  efect  in  a  manner  perfectly  satis- 
factory  to  this  Department;  the  public  credh«r  having  been 
paid  in  such  funds  aa  he  preferred  to  rscei  va.  I  thin  k  it  proper 
to  menUoo,  thai  while  Mr.  Macaleatar  waa  conducting  hia 
correspondence  with  the  Becreiary  of  the  Treasury  in  AnnI,  he 
applied  to  me  to  know  the  probable  requiremenis  of  this  De- 
panneni  for  tha  riaidue  of  the  y«ar;andfiodinK  that  in  ailnro. 
bahility  they  would  be  very  heavy,  he  expressed  a  deaira,  which 
was  subsequently  reiterated  by  the  Bank,  that  the  purchaso  of 
Um  bond  ahoiild  benegotialed  by  me,  and  the  bond  be  tnnaferrcd 
to  the  Qsa  of  the  War  Department;  to  which  I  replied,  u  stated 
by  Mr.  BIddle  in  his  published  letter  to  the  Secreuurr  vf  the  13th 
August,  that  such  an  arrangement  could  not  legally  be  made. 
That  suhaeqaeoUy  entered  mto  by  thia  Department  with  Mr. 
MMSlaaiar,  an  which,  in  a  graai  measure,  depended  the  auccees 
of  the  negotiation  for  raising  the  neceasanr  funds  to  carry  on 
ihaoperauonsof  the  Government,  and  which  was  afterwards 
■andisnad  by  cha  Seereury  of  tbe-Treasufy,  being  both  legal 
and  advanuigM»ua  to  the  intareala  of  the  United  -Sutrs,  I  deem 
it  unnecessary  to  sty  more  than  to  repeat  the  opinion  expressed 
by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasuiy  in  his  report  on  this  subifHrf. 
thattheagreementfinally  con  luded  with  the  Bank  was  forced 
upon  the  aovamment  by  the  condiUons  impoaedup<in  the  sale 
or  the  bonds,  and  waa  entered  into  iipon  the  fullest  conviction, 
which  Bubsequsnt  evento  have  fTowd  to  be  well  grounded, 
that  it  waa  not  only  the  most  advantageous  which  could  be 


Presidem,  could  be  avoided.  Under  those  eircumntancea,  an4 
with  these  convietiona,  I  regarded  it  to  be  my  duty  to  uae  ay 
bast  endesTors  to  assist  in  bringing  the  negotiation  for  the  aala 
of  (ha  bond  lo  tha  Bank  to  a  successful  laeua,  eapadall^  aa 
these  funds  ware  lequirad  to  carry  oo  the  important  operaiiona 
of  this  Department,  on  which,  at  that'  particular  period,  tha 
and  Uie  character  of  the  countiy  ao  easeotially  de- 


made  for  the  imersats  of  the  Government,  butDroaented  at  that 
time,  in  connection  with  the  arrangement  for  the  made  of  pay* 
log  UM  bond  due  in  September,  1638,  the  only  msans  by  which 
alkttaia  to  meet  tha  pecuniary  angaganaBta  of  ifaa.  United 
•was,  or  (be  attcmadvt  of  another  csU  of  Coognsa  bj  the 


From  the  facts  here  suted,  we  learn  that  the 
Bank,  in  making  its  propositions  for  andoipating 
the  payment  of  the  second  bond,  to  become  due  in 
September,  1838,  as  well  as  to  purchase  the  two 
bonds  which  did  not  fall  due  until  September,  1839, 
and  1840,  kept  steadily  in  view  the  disbursements 
of  the  War  Department,  and  constantly  manifested 
the  intention  of  making  the  pajrments  by  meeting 
those  disbursements.  Hence,  in  April,  when  Mr. 
Macalester  was  holding  his  correspondence  with  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and  making  his  propo- 
sitions, as  the  agent  of  the  Bank,  for  anticipating 
the  payments  upon  the  second  bond,  which  corres- 
pondence has  been  before  particularly  referred  to,  he 
applied  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  as  is  here  stated, 
to  ascertain  the  requirements  of  that'Department, 
for  the  residue  of  the  year  1838;  and,'  finding  they 
would  be  large,  urged  that  the  Bank  bonds  should 
be  assigned  to  that  Department,  so  that  the  negotia- 
tions of  the  Bank  might  be  carried  on  with  it.  Be- 
ing informed  that  such  an  assignment  could  not 
be  legally  made,  the  negotiation  was  prosecuted  to 
its  unsuccessful  termination  with  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  an  has  been  before  seen.  On  the  2 1st 
of  July,  and  after  the  law  had  parsed  fur  the  sale 
of  the  third  and  fourth  bonds,  a  negotiation  was 
opened  by  the  Bank  with  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury for  the  sale  of  those  bonds,  and  again,  as  ap- 
pears by  the  above  statements  of  the  Secretary  of 
War,  the  same  appeals  were  made  to  him,  and  the 
same  desire  expressed  that  the  payments  by  the 
Bank  might  be  made  in  the  disbursements  of  hia 
Department.  Being  convinced  that  payments  in 
that  manner  would,  by  the  Bank,  be  mado  an  es- 
sential condition  in  the  negotiation,  the  &»cretary 
ejcpiessed  his  willingness  to  accept  the  payments  as 
desired,  provided  such  an  arrangement  .nhould 
meet  the  approbation  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury. 

On  the  23d  day  of  July  Mr.  Macalesterreopened 
the  negotiation  with  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea^ry, 
for  an  arrangement  as  to  the  payments  upon  the 
second  bond,  which  negotiation  was  con  tinned 
open  until  the  15th  of  August,  when  it  was  closed, 
by  an  agreement  that  that  bond  should  be  paid  in 
three  monthlv  instalments  of  equal  amounts,  and 
that  the  drafts  of  the  Treasurer,  for  the  money, 
should  be  met  by  the  Bank,  at  the  places  where 
they  should  be  made  payable,  which  places,  and 
the  amount  of  drafts  to  be  drawn  upon  each,  C9i^ 
stiluled  a  material  part  of  the  treaty. 

If,  now,  we  bear  in  mind  thatlhr  .same  mode  of 
payment  of  the  purchase  money  for  the  third  bond 
was  the  object  ol  the  collateral  negotiation  carried 
on  with  the  Secretary  of  War,  anterior  to  the  pur- 
chase of  that  bond  hy  the  Bank,  we  shall  be  able 
to  understand  the  facts,  without  the  danger  of  he- . 
coming  confused  by  blending  the  two  distinct  trans- 
actions. The  Secretary  of  War  tells  us  that,  being 
convinced  it  was  necessory  to  a  favorable  issue  of 
the  pending  negotiation  for  the  sale  of  this  third 
bond,  he  entered  into  the  stipulation  to  hav(>  the 
proceeds  of  this  bond  devoted  to  the  disbursements 
of  the  War  Department;  to  have  the  payments 
made  at  stipulated  places  ia  the  South  and  West, 
in  stipulated  amounts  at  each  place,  and  to  draw 
but  about  |500,000  monthly  from  this  souire,  upon 
the  condition  Uiat  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
should  consent  to  the  arrangement;  that  he  sup- 
posed the  matter  was  subuqueutly  submitted  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and  concurred  in  by 
him;,  and  he  now  thinks  the  astnt  of  the  Bank 
closed  the  contract  for  th'*  purchase  of  the  bond 
with  this  understanding,  and  that  the  successful 
termination  of  that  negoiiaiiun,  in  a  great  measure, 
depended  upon  that  cidla'tfral  arrangement.  He 
also  expresses  his  f  u  1  conviction  of  the  necessity  of 
the  sale  of  thi^  bond  for  the  successful  prosecution 
of  the  aflairs  of  Government  entrusted  to  his 
charge,  ''on  which,  at  ihit  particular  period,  the 
I   peace  and  characiar' of  the  coontiy  so  essentially 

I  deoendtd.V<'^' 

II  fiot^arSenator  ia  these  setts  om,  for  a  moment, 
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mistake  the  important  and  delicate  intereeis  to 
which  the  Secretary  of  War  refers,  in  using  this 
language.  None  here  can  forget  the  intense  inte- 
rest felt  thronghoQt  the  whole  coantty  in  the  sao- 
cessfnl  removal  of  the  numerous  and  powerful 
tribes  of  Indians  from  the  South  and  Southwestern 
States.  None  here  are  ignorant  of  the  vast  sums 
of  money  the  Government  had  stipulated  to  pay  to 
extinguish  the  title  of  these  Indians  to  their  lands 
wiihin  the  States,  to  pay  the  expenses  of  their  re- 
moval, and  to  subsist  them  at  their  new  homes;  and 
none,  any  where,  who  know  any  thing  of  the  In- 
dian character,  can  be  ignorant  of  the  necessity  of 
having,  at  the  moment,  the  money  stipulated  to  be 
paid  to  or  for  him..  If  money  is  due  to  the  Indian, 
he  must  have  money;  and  he  most  have  it  when 
yoa  have  stipulated  to  pay  it,  or  your  business 
transactions  with  him  are  at  an  end.  You  cannot 
tell  him  of  embarrassments  or  disappointments. 
You  cannot  talk  to  him  of  credit,  beyond  the  letter 
of  your,  bond,  and  retain  his  confidence.  Who, 
thro,  will  be  surprised  at  the  anxiety  manifested, 
and  the  responsibility  assumed  by  the  Secretary  of 
War  to  secure,  by  the  sale  of  this  bond,  the  requi- 
site funds  in  the  Treasury  to  accomplish  that  com- 
plete removal  of  these  great  tribes  which  has  been 
accomplished  during  the  past  year,  and  which 
does,  and  will,  reflect  so  much  honor  upon  that  ca- 
pable and  persevering  public  servant? 
.  I  am  aware  that  some  of  the  correspondence 
would  seem  to  imply  some  misunderstanding  be- 
tween the  Secretaries  of  the  Treasury  and  of  War, 
in  relation  to  this  collateral  arrangement  as  applied 
to  the  proceeds  of  the  third  bond,  and  the  corre- 
spondence renders  it  more  than  probable  that  the 
one  or  the  other  had  labored  under  a  misapprehen- 
sion, and  had  interpreted  verbal  conversations,  in- 
tended to  be  applied  to  the  mode  and  manner  of 
_  payment  of  the  third  bond,  as  relating  to  the  mode 
and  manner  of  making  the  anticipated  payments 
upon  the  second  bond.  Still  the  facts  show  that 
the  agent  of  the  Bank  made  these  stipulations  essen- 
tial to  the  closing  of  his  contract  in  both  cases,  and 
that  he  was  authorized  to  be:ieve  that  they  were 
tinderstood  by  all  the  parties  to  constitute  a  compo- 
nent part  of  that  contract.  The  facts  also  show 
that  &ie  money  to  be  derived  from  both  negotia- 
tions wa*'  indispensable  to  the  healthful  operations 
of  the  public  Treasury,  while  national  interests  of 
the  gravest  character  depended  upon  the  ability  of 
the  Treasury  to  redeem  the  plighted  faith  of  the 
country. 

What,  then,  I  ask,  Mr.  President,  with  some 
confidence,  is  the  judgment  to  be  rendered  upon 
these  transactions?  Are  the  Executive  officers  of 
the  country  to  be  censured  and  condemned  for 
having  entered  into  any  negotiations  with  this 
Bank  in  relation  to  the  payment  of  these  bonds, 
and  the  supply  of  an  exhausted  Treasury  from  that 
source?  And,  if  so,  npon  what  grotmd?  Had  Mr. 
Woodbnry  said  to  Mr.  Biddle,  '*I,  sir,  am  opposed 
to  your  Bank;  the  political  party  to  which  I  belong, 
and  with  which  I  act  and  feel,  are  strongly  opposed 
to  it,  and  I  will  not,  therefore,  negotiate  with  you 
about  your  bonds.  I  will  not  sell  to  you  upon  any- 
terms,  be  the  consequences  what  they  may.  My 
political  hostility,  and  the  hostility  of  my  political 
party,  forbid  that  I  should  have  ahy  business  trans- 
action-with  you."  Had  our  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury taken  this  course,  and  failed  to  realize  the 
money  upon  the  bonds  in  time  to  meet  the  calls 
upon  the  Treasury,  as  in  that  event  be  must;  and 
had  we  returned  here  and  found  the  Creeks  and 
Oherokees  not  removed  from  Qeorgia,  Alabama, 
and  Tennessee;  the  military  force  withdrawn  from 
Florida  for  want  of  subsistence;  the  "Western  and 
Northern  frontiers  unguarded,  and  the  public  works 
abandoned,  what  would  have  been  the  public  judg- 
ment upon  the  conduct  of  the  Secretary  then? 
What  would  have'been  the  judgment  of  this  body? 
Who,  then,  would  have  stood  up  here  to  defend 
the  conduct  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and 
who  to  accuse  and  condemn  him? 

Sir,  so  broad  and  untenable  ground  as  this  will 
not  be  assumed;  but  it  may  be  said  that  the  infor- 
mal and  collateral  undei standing,  to  which  the  Se- 
cretary of  War  was  a  party,  has  vitiated  the  trans- 
actions and  gives  cause  for  censure.  Let  us,  for  a 
mpmeDty  look  at  the  facts.     The  money  could  be 


realized  upon  the  bonds,  in  time  to  meet  the  wants 
of  the  Treasury,  from  no  other  quarter  than  this 
Bank.  It  could  not  be  realized  from  the  Bank  but 
by  consenting  to  these  collateral  arrangements  as 
to  the  times,  places,  and  manner  of  payment.  The 
money  was  to  be  placed  in  the  Bank,  *^in  tpeeial  de- 
pesiie,"  to  the  credit  of  the  Treasurer,  and  it  was  so 
placed.  Upon  the  strength  of  this  deposite  the 
Treasurer  was  to  draw  his  drafts  for  the  public  dis- 
bursements, in  stipulated  amounts,  and  make  them 
payable  at  stipulated  pUces,  and,  without  present- 
ment at  the  Bank,  it  was  to  pay  them  at  those 
places  "m  $peeU  or  itt  equivaUnt,*^  and  there  is  no 
allegation  that  ihey  were  not  so  paid.  The  places 
of  payment  were  named  by  the  heads  of  the  De- 
partments which  had  the  superintendence  of  the  dis- 
bursements, as  were  also  the  sums  to  be  paid  at 
each,  and  both  with  a  strict  reference  to  the  wants 
and  convenience  of  the  public  service;  and  it  has 
not  been  asserted  that  inconvenience,  or  loss,  arose 
to  that  service  from  either,  while  the  contrary  is 
pw-itively  shown  by  both  the  reports  under  conside* 
ration.  The  negotiation  for  the  saie  of  the  third 
bond  was  closed,  and  the  money  paid,  on  the  1st  of 
August;  and  that  for  the  payment  of  the  second 
bond,  and  the  first  instalment  paid,  on  the  ISih  of 
the  same  month.  On  the  13th,  two  days  before  the 
last  payment  mentioned,  the  Bank  resumed  specie 
payments,  «o  that,  however  much  these  negotia- 
tions may  have  contributed  to  that  highly  desirable 
result,  the  Bank  became  a  specie  paying  Bank  be- 
fore a  single  draft  upon  the  money  in  deposite  to 
the  credit  of  the  Treasurer  could  have  passed  from 
the  hands  of  the  officers  and  agents  of  the  Gh)vern- 
ment,  if  any  such  drafts  had  been  drawn  at  that 
period. 

These  are  the  facts,  and  would  they  have  justifi- 
ed the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  even  supposing 
him  to  have  known  and  assented  to  the  collateral 
stipulations  as  to  the  manner  of  payment  for  the 
bond  sold,  in  refusing  to  accept  the  terms  ofiered 
by  the  Bank,  and  thus  to  have  incurred  the  con- 
sequences to  which  I  have  before  alluded?  I  think 
not,  Mr.  President;  but,  as  my  task  in  reference  to 
this  part  of  the  connection  between  the  Govern- 
ment and  the  Pennsylvania  Bank  is  performed,  as 
I  have  recounted  the  facts  and  the  history  of  the 
transactions,  I  know  tediously,  bu^Jjbope  faithful- 
ly, I  cheerfully  leave  the  Secretfry  of  the  Treasury, 
and  all  the  other  actons  Ip  them,  to  the  judgment  of 
the  Senate  and  the  country.  If  condemnation  is  to 
follow,  I  only  desire  that  the  judgment  may  rest  up- 
on the  truth,  and  that  I  have  attempted  to  exhibit. 

Another  connection  has  been  formed  between  the 
Oovemment  and  this  Bank,  which  is  represented  as 
still  more  alarming  and  ominous  than  the  one  from 
which  we  have  just  passed.  I  congratulate  the  Se- 
nate, and  certainly  myself,  that  the  facts,  in  this 
latter  case,  are  concise,  simple  and  plain.  I  pro- 
pose, therefore,  to  read  them  all  to  the  Senate;  first 
seeing  out  of  what  relations  they  have  arisen. 

The  Bank  of  Kentucky  was  one  of  the  depo^te 
banks,  under  the  law  of  1836,  '*to  regulate  the  de- 
posifes  of  the  public  money."  It,  with  almost  all 
the  banking  institutions  of  the  country,  suspended 
specie  payments  in  May,  1837,  then  having  a  very 
large  amount  of  the  public  money  in  its  hands,  for 
which  it  could  not  account  according  to  law.  This 
bank  availed  itself  of  the  provisions  of  the  law  of 
the  extra  session  of  Congress  of  1837,  granting  time 
for  payment  to  the  deposite  banks  at  their  option, 
and  gave  tonds  to  secure  the  payment  of  the 
amount  due  from  it  to  the  Treasury  in  three  equal 
instalments;  the  first  to  be  paid  on  the  Ist  day  of 
July,  1838,  the  second  on  the  1st  day  of  January, 
1839,  and  the  third  on  the  l&t  day  ot  July,  1839, 
with  six  per  cent,  interest.  The  instahnent  due  in 
Julyj  1838,  was  paid,  and  nothing  more  was  due 
upon  the  bonds  until  the  1st  day  of  the  present 
month.  Still,  under  date  of  the  5th  day  of  Sep- 
tember, 1838,  the  president  of  the  bank  wrote  to  thk 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  as  follows: 

"I  shall,  during  the  coune  •{  (he  preecnl  week,  remit  to  you  a 
check  on  Philadelphia,  for  three  hundred  thouaand  dollars,  in 
part  Davment  of  the  debt  due  by  this  bank." 

Under  date  of  the  lOih  Septemt>er,  the  president 
of  the  Bank  again  writes  from  Louisville,  Ken- 
tucky, to  the  Seeretary,  in  the  following  words:  . 

"  Sir:  I  hand  yoQ,  enclooed  herewith,  a  check  on  the  Bank  of 
the  United  Statea,  Philadelphia,  in  your  fayor,  for  three  hundred 


thOMaand  doUara,  intended  aa  a  payment  on  the  amount  doe  On 
Treaaurer  of  the  United  Stalee  by  thia  bank." 

Ob  the  17(h  day  of  September,  McCliatoek 
Young,  the  chief  clerk  in  the  Treasury  Department, 
and,  at  the  time,  acting  as  Secretajy  ot  the  Trea- 
sury, during  a  temporary  absence  of  the  Secretary, 
acknowledges  the  receipt  of  the  check  mentioned  ia 
the  above  note  from  the  president  of  the  Bank  of 
ICentucky,  m  the  following  languafe: 

"Sir:  I  hare  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  tb 
10th,  with  lie  endoeii  re.  1  have  specially  directed  the  check  for 
•300,(00,  drawn  bv  your  eaahier  upon  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  in  favor  of  Levi  Woodbury,  Secretary  oftheTreanty, 
to  be  placed  to  the  special  credit  of  the  Treasorer  of  the  Uniied 
States,  wiih  whom  all  accounts  are  kept,  and  to  ivhom  all  pty- 
ments  and  transfers  of  balances  of  that  kind  shoatd  be  mule. 
Whether  the  Bank  will  consider  my  endorsemem  sufBcieot  fat 
that  purpose,  remains  to  be  seen." 

On  the  same  day  Mr.  Young,  acting  in  the  same 
character,  writes  to  the  cashier  of  the  Bank  of  the 
Uniied  States  ot  Pennnylvania,  at  Philadelphia,  as 
follows: 

"  Sir:  The  enclosod  check  has  been  this  day  received  ftm 
the  Bank  of  Kentucky;  and  I  will  thank  you  to  place  the  amoun 
(•300,000)  to  the  special  credit  of  the  Treasurer,  and  acknowiedgi 
ibe  receipt  of  the  stmi  to  him. " 

The  request  ot  Mr.  Young  was  complied  withbj 
the  Bank,  and  the  amount  of .  the  check  placed  to 
the  special  credit  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  Uiu'ted 
States  upon  its  books.    These  are  all  the  ftcts  in 
this  case,  and,  from  them,  some  see  a  most  (iaDge^ 
ons  and  alarming  evidence  of  z,  disposition,  on  the 
part  of  the  Executive  officers  of  the  Gtovemment^  to 
reunite  the  Treasury  of  the  country  to  this  bankiBg 
institution,  in  its  new  character  of  a  State  bank. 
Is  such  a  conclusion  fairly  deducible  from  the  pre- 
mises?   The  Bank  of  Kentucky  was,  at  this  pe- 
riod, indebted  to  the  United  States  in  the  sun  of 
about  1600,000.    No  part  of  the  amount  was  dm 
until  the  first  of  January,  1839,  and  therefore  tlie 
officers  of  the  Treasury  were  not  authorized  to  ex- 
pect remittances  from  that  quarter,  ontilihe receipt 
of  the  notice  from  the  president  of  the  Bank  uf  tho 
5th  of  September.    In  five  days  from  the  date  of 
that  ^ote  the  dnU  followed,  which  must  have  beca 
before  the  notice  could  have  reached  the  Treasaiy 
Department.    On  the  17th  of  September  the  draft 
comes,  in  the  absence  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury.   It  is  drawn  payable  to  him  in  his  individual 
and  official  name,  and  is  upon  the  Pennsylvania 
Bank.  Was  it  wrong  in  Mr.  Young  to  take  a  draft 
upen  that  Bank  in  payment  of  a  debt  due  to  tlie 
Ticasnry,   provided   it  should   be  duly  honored! 
Much  as  L  have  and  do  cislike  that  instimtioB,  I 
am  not  prepared  to  say  that  the  officers  of  the  Gfo- 
▼emmeat  would  be  justified  in  visiting  it  with  tbat 
measure  of  proscription,  and  I  do  not  suppose  an/ 
will  pronounce  censure  upon  that  act.   Mr.  Young 
took  the  check  and  acknowledged  its  receipt  in  the 
language  above  quoted,  informing  the  preadeDtof 
the  Bank  of  Kentucky  that  it  ought  to  have  been 
made  payable  to  the  Treasurer,  not  to  »*Levi  Wood- 
bury, Secretary  of  the  Treasury,"  and  that  he  did 
not  know  whether  the  Pennsylvania  Bank  would 
consider  his  endorsement  sufficient  to  warrant  the 
payment  of  the  amount  to   the  Treasurer.    He 
must   send   the   check   to   the    Bank  U>   deter- 
mine this  point,  and  he  must  send  it  there  for  col- 
lection.   The  Bank  was  then  holding  a  large  sua 
on  deposite  to  the  credit  of  the  Treasurer,  u  die 
proceeds  of  the  bonds,  and  was  meeting  the  drafts 
of  the  Treasurer  for  disbursements,  at  a  greater 
number  of  points,  and  to  larger  amounts,  thu 
any  other   banking   institution    in    the  conntry. 
The  money  to  be  realized  as  the  proceeds  of  this 
drafl  would  be  as  valuable  at  Philadelphia  as  at 
any  point  in  the  country,  and  more  valuable  thaa 
at  any  other  points  except  New  York  and  Bos- 
ton; and  for  disbursements  in  the  South  and  Soath- 
west,  it  would  be  even  more  valuable  at  Philadel- 
phia than  at  the  latter  place.  There  were  no  general 
deposite  banks  holding  pub!  ic  money  under  the  depo- 
site law  of  1836,  to  which  the  proceeds  of  this 
draft  could  have  been  transferred,  without  depre- 
ciating the  funds,  and  placing  them  more  inconve- 
niently for  public  use.    By  what  obligation  of  dnty, 
then,  was  the  Secretary  of   the  Treasury  called 
upon  to  transfer  this  amount  at  all,  for  the  mere 
purpose  of  safekeeping?     Will  it  be  pretended  that 
the  money  was  unsafe  in  the  Pennsylvania  Baakl 
I  presutne  not.    Little  as  is  my  confidence  in  tbe 
institution,  in  any  sense,  it  is  not  yet  so  perfectly  im- 
paired as  to  enable  me  t«  belieye  that  this  vmtij 
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is  not  secure,  for  the  short  time  it  may  remiuD  in 
its  vaolts,  before  it  is  called  oot  for  the  use  of  the 
piiblic  creditors.  I  cannot,  as  yet,  by  my  pabiie  acts, 
elpress  sdch  an  opinion  of  this  Bank.  Why, 
then,  I  a^in  ask,  was  the  Secretary  to  withdraw 
the  money  from  that  resting  place,  bat  for  purposes 
•f  public  di5bars»ement?  That  Bank  was,  at  the 
time,  a  deposiitory  of  public  money,  of  a  special 
character,  and  for  a  temporary  purpose  and  period, 
'  bat  it  was  making  disbursements,  and  meeting  the 
drafts  of  the  Treasurer,  and  was  therefore  a  con- 
TenifDt  location,  so  far  as  the  public  sevioe  was 
coficemed,  for  this  money.  If  the  Secretary  had 
traDsrerred  it,  he  must  either  have  placed  it  in  some 
other  bank,  which  was  also  a  depository  of  a  spe* 
eial  character,  holding  the  trust,  like  this  Bank,  by 
the  selection  and  at  the  pleasure  of  the  Secretary,  and 
Bot  under  the  iaw  of  1JP36,  or  to  a  general  dtposile 
b&nk  iDcooveniently  locateid,  and  where  the  money 
vonld  be  less  valuable.  Was  it  his  duty  to  do 
either,  and,  if  so,  upon  what  ground?  Mot  to  se- 
enre  th«  safety  of  the  funds,  because  they  were  as 
safe  vhere  they  were,  as  in  any  place  it  was  in  his 
power  to  place  them.  Not  to  make  the  monev 
more  valuable,  because  it  was  at  a  point  where  it 
was  as  valuable  for  public  disbursement  as  any 
point  which  the  country  presented.  Not  to  promote 
tl^e  convenience  of  the  public  service,  because  that 
convenience  was  be^^t  consulted  by  \(*Wu^i  the  mo- 
ney where  it  was.  He  did  not  put  the mouc"  in  this 
Bank.  It  was  to  be  paid  to  the  Treasurer  tbere;  it 
was  paid  to  the  Treasurer  there,  and  there  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  acting  through  his  chief 
clerk,  Mr.  Young,  left  it  in  sa'e  keeping  until  the 
wanfs  of  the  Treasury  should  call  it  thence.  This 
is  his  fanlt,  if  fault  he  has  committed.  Was  he, 
then,  bound  to  transfer  this  money,  merely  to  show 
bis  hostility  against  this  particular  banking  institu- 
tion? If  transferred  at  all,  it  must  have  been 
transferred  to  some  other  bank;  for  neither  the  laws 
ofCong[ress  nor  the  practice  of  the  Department 
antborized  the  Secretary  to  transfer  the  proceeds  of 
t&is  draft  to  any  public  officer  of  the  country,  sim- 
ply for  the  purpose  of  safe  keeping.  Was  the  Se- 
cretary of  the  Treasury,  then,  bound  to  transfer 
these  fands  to  a  general  deposite  bank,  where  their 
valoe  to  the  public  would  be  diminished,  or  to 
some  other  special  deposite  bank  of  his  own  selec- 
tion, not  for  any  purpose  of  public  utility,  but 
merely  to  show  the  hostility  of  himself  and  his 
>  friends  towards  this  particular  Bank?  This  is  the 
plain,  direct,  and  simple  question  presented,  and 
this  the  issue  formed  in  relation  to  this  deposite  in 
the  Pennsylvania  Bank. 

It  may  be,  Mr.  President,  that  blame  to  the  Se- 
cretary of  the  Treasury,  and  blame  to  other  Ex- 
ecutive officers  of  the  country,  should  proceed  from 
ihis  transaction.  It  is  not  my  province,  nor  is  it 
my  desire,  to  pronounce  the  judgment  which  the 
Senate,  or  the  people  will  form.  If  is  enough  for 
me  that  I  have  exhibited  the  facts  fully,  and  pre- 
anted  ttiese  consequences,  which  were  unavoidable, 
in  any  course  the  Secretary  might  have  chosen  to 
take.  That  being  done;  I  Wve  the  matter  to  this 
body  and  the  country,  with  a  respectful  confidence 
lliai  the  motives  of  that  officer  will  be  spared,  in 
aoyevent,  whohas  bad  the  magnanimity  to  sacri- 
fice his  personal  feelings,  and  strong  hostilities,  to 
the  profit  and  convenience  of  that  branch  of  the 
public  service  committed  to  his  charge. 

I  now  pass,  sir,  to  a  very  different  branch  of  ihe 
facts  presented  in  the  case  before  us.  I  refer  to 
the  published  letter  of  Mr.  Biddle,  the  president  of 
the  Pennsylvania  Bank,  which  has  been  adduced 
to  the  Senatf  as  evidence  of  the  impit>per  connec- 
tion between  the  Government  and  his  Bank.  The 
paragraphof  that  letter  to  which  I  particularly  al- 
Inde,  is  in  the  following  wordi«: 

•Iq  th«  month  of  July,  the  Gtovemment  agreed  to  receive  an 
wicipued  payment  of  the  iMnds  of  the  Bank  to  tne  amount  of 
between  four  anC  five  railltona  of  dollars  in  a  credit  to  ihe 
TreasQrer  on  the  books  of  the  Bank— ana  ariangements  were 
TmA'.  for  the  rooie  distant  public  diebtiraementB  m  the  notee  of 
tiM  Bank.  Theee  arrangRmenls,  as  honorable  to  the  Executive 
offieeri,  as  they  were  iMsneficial  to  the  public  service,  brought 
the  Oovcnrmeni  into  effiriont  co-operation  for  the  re-estaMish 
mentofiho  nirrency.  and  opened  the  way  lo  a  reeomptionof 
tpeeie  payments.  The  lesumptioa  accordingly  i««k  place 
*™w««houi  the  middle  S-ates  on  the  13th  of  August,  and  in  many 
or  the  Houihem  and  Western  States  soon  after." 

If  I  have  been  at  all  tQcees»fal  in  my  exertions 
mthtrto,  the  Senate  now  folly  nnderstands  the 


whole  affair  of  the  ''anticipated  payment  of  the 
bonds,"  and  is  able  clearly  to  judge  how  far  this 
brief  and  easy  mention  of  a  compUanoe,  on  the 
part  of  the  officers  of  the  Qovcmment,  with  the 
repealed  and  untiring  solicitations  of  this  Bank,  to 
arrange  the  payment  of  one  of  these  bonds,  partly 
by  anticipation,  and  to  sell  another  of  them  to  the 
institution,  from  an  utter  inability  to  find  another 
purchaser  in  the  markets  of  the  whole  world, 
makes  a  true  representation  of  the  facts  of  the  case 
to  the  mind  of  the  reader.  How  far  the  public, 
to  whom  this  letter  is  given  by  its  author,  woald 
be  likely  to  be  impressed  with  the  truth,  from  this 
assumed  representation  of  it.  An  agreement  to 
make  payment  in  a  "special  deposite"  to  the  cre- 
dit of  the  Treasurer,  is  converted  into  an  agree- 
ment to  anticijpate  the  payment  of  the  bonds  '*in  a 
credit  to  the  Treasurer  on  the  books  of  the  Bank," 
while  the  certificate  of  the  Bank,  c/iAc  spcdoZitqio- 
»U^  is  a  matter  of  record  in  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment. An  agreement  to  pay  ^*iii  specie  or  ite  Mqmtfth 
2efU,"  an  invariable  qualification  to  all  the  stipula- 
tions, is  converted  into  "arrangements"  "for  the 
more  distant  public  disbursements  in  the  notes  of 
the  Bank."  This  is  the  tv%dmu  from  this  source, 
and  such  is  the  witness  upon  whose  testimony  be- 
fore the  country,  voluntarily  given,  our  highest 
Executive  officers  are  to  be  condemned  unheard. 
How  far  this  witness  is  supported  by  the  facts,  I 
most  cheerfully  leave  the  Senate  to  determine;  but 
I  must,  on  behalf  of  the  officers  concerned,  protest 
against  the  compliment  so  confidently,  and  so  jnju- 
rioiisly,  foreed  upon  them  by  the  president  of  the 
Bank.  They  may  bear  the  hostility  of  this  institu- 
tion, bm  they  cannot  bear  its  praise;  and  most  cer- 
tainly not,  when  that  praise  is  shaped,  as  it  is  in  this 
part  of  the  letter  from  which  I  have  read,  to  suit 
the  views  of  a  malignant  opponent. 

To  give  to  the  writer  of  the  letter,  honlrever,  all 
the  foundation  which  possibly  can  be  claimed  for 
his  statement  of  the  facts,  I  will  detain  the  Senate 
to  make  a  few  references  to  another  document.  I 
refer  to  the  message  of  the  President  of  the  9tU  in- 
stant, in  answer  to  a  call  from  the  Senate  for  all 
orders  and  instructions  issued  by  heads>of  Depart- 
ments, heads  o^  bureaus,  and  the  Postmaster  Gene- 
ral, relative  to  the  kind  of  money  and  bank  notes 
which  might  be  paid  out  on  account  of  the  United 
Suies,  since  the  14th  day  of  April,  183d.  The 
message  communicates  arswers  to  the  call  from  all 
the  heads  of  all  the  Depar.menis  and  bureaus  who 
have  issued  any  such  orders  or  iuiitructions  within 
the  period  mentioned;  but  the  present  purpose  dees 
not  require  that  I  should  refer  to  any  other  than 
thoae  from  the  Secretary  of  War  and  the  heads  of 
bureaus  in  that  Department.  These. references 
shall  be  as  brief  as  the  occasion  will  permit;  and  it 
is  here  also  my  intention  to  let  these  officers  speak, 
principally,  for,  themselves. 

The  Secretary  of  War,  in  submitting  to  the  Pre- 
sident the  answers  to  the  call  from  his  Department, 
says: 

"In  submltung  theee  reports,  U  m  proper  to  remark  that  the 
drealarsfimn  the  Pay,  Quartermaster's,  Engineer  and  Indian 
Departmenta,  in  October,  were  issued  at  a  period  which  re* 
quired  the  exercise  of  great  forbearance  and  discretioa  in  the 


maoageoteni  of  the  fiscal  operaiiona  of  thia  Department,  in  or- 
der to  avoid,  to  far  as  practicable,  embarrasaing  the  money  cod* 
cems  of  the  country.    1   had  been  informed,  fh>m  credible 


sources,  that  a  rigid  exaction  af  specie,  to  meet  all  our  disburse- 
monis  in  the  Bonuiand  Weet,  would  rttard  the  ruumption  of 
wpeeiepaymenUj  embarrass  the  operations  of  those  banks  that 
had  resurood,  ana  prove  seriously  prejudicial  lo  the  interests  of 
commerce  in  that  portion  of  the  country 

"Infiuenced  by  these  impressions  and  acting  under  theee 
views,  which  I  had  urged  upon  all  branches  of  the  Department, 
these  circulars  were  issued,  andinaainM  rapecU  esceed  vhat 
toaamtended;  and  upon  being  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  pre. 
sent  chiefs  of  bureaus,  they  have  modified  them  ao  as  to  render 
the  instructions  more  strictly  and  distinctly  conformable  to  ex- 
isting enactments.  At  the  same  Ume,  it  must  be  borne  in  mind 
that  the  Bank  of  the  United  Sutes  was,  at  the  period  of  laroing 
the  circulars,  a  specie  paving  bank;  and  that  to  have  exacted 
specie  from  the  banks  in  the  South  and  West  which  were  in- 
debted to  that  institution,  oi  in  which  it  had  deposited  funds  to 
meettbedraAsofthd  Treasury  for  war  warrants,  would  not 
only  have  been  of  no  aid  to  the  pul)iic  service,  but  would  have 
fnflicted  injury  alone  upon  those  haitks,  arid  baen  prejudicial 
onlw  to  the  trade  of  the  South  and  West," 

Here  we  have  the  views  of  the  Secretary,  and 
the  motives  and  policy  by  which  he  intended  to  be 
governed,  in  the  administration  of  the  affairs  of  his 
Department.  The  time  was  one  of  great  difficulty. 
The  banks  of  the  North  and  middle  States  had  re- 
sumed specie  payments,  and  those  of  the  South  and 
West  were  struggling  to  reach  that  ^l^sirable  point. 


The  disbursements  of  his  Department  were  to  be 
principally  made  in  the  South  and  West;  and  the 
drafts  of  the  Tieasurer  for  that  purpose  were,  by 
the  arrangement  with  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  in  relation  to  the  payment  of  two  of  its 
bonds,  to  be  met,  to  much  the  greatest  extent,  by 
that  institution.  The  supposition  of  the  Secretary 
was  natural  and  necessary  that  those  drafts  would 
be  met  by  calls  upon  its  debtor  banks  in  those  sec- 
tions of  the  Union  where  the  payments  were  to  b« 
made,  and  by  deposites  of  funds  in  the  banks  there. 
Hence  his  proper  and  laudable  anxiety,  so  far  as 
an  observance  of  the  law,  and  of  the  unquestioned 
rights  of  the  public  creditors  would  permit,  to  make 
those  heavy  disbursements  in  a  manner  the  least  in- 
jurious to  the  banking  institutions,  the  trade  and 
commerce,  and  the  business  generally  of  those  sec- 
tions, and  so  as,  in  the  least  possible  degree,  to 
"  retard  the  resumption  of  specie  payments"  in  the 
Seuth  and  West;  and  hence,  too,  he  urged  these 
views  and  this  policy  "  upon  all  the  branches  of 
the  Department."  Still  he  tells  us  that  the  orders 
and  instructions  issued  by  some  of  the  heads  of  bu- 
reaus in  the  Department,  "  in  some  respects  exceed 
what  was  intended." 

Satisfied  that  the  motives  of  the  Secretary,  as 
avowed  by  himself,  must  be  universally  approved, 
and  that  the  policy  he  adopted  for  the  government 
of  his  Department  was  proper  and  right,  so  far  as  it 
was  wisely  pursued  and  properly  carried  out,  I  now 
proceed  to  refer  to  such  of  these  "orders  and  in- 
structions" as,  if  any,  must  he  con&idered  ex- 
ceptionable. The  first,  in  the  order  of  time,  is  a 
direction  given  by  the  Secretary  himself  in  relation 
to  the  payment  of  pensionera.  The  date  of  this  cir- 
cular is  May,  1837,  the  month  in  which  all  the 
banks  of  the  country,  comparatively  speaktng,  sus- 
pended specie  payments,nnd  is  in  the  following  lan- 
guage: 

"In  the  present  state  of  the  currency,  and  during  the  genera  I 
suspension  of  specie  payments,  it  would  be  unjust  to  the  pen- 
sioners to  withhold  from  them  the  means  of  purchasing  the  neces-' 
saries  of  Ufe,  by  a  i  igid  adhei  enoe  to  the  letter  ef  the  law.  The 
agents^  therefore,  wul  be  authorized  to  pav  them  in  such  cur- 
rency as  the  receivers  demand  and  are  willing  to  consider  an 
equivalent  for  specie." 

This  order  ftunishes,   upon  its  face,  the  best 
justification  of  which  it  is  susceptible,  <And,  there- 
fore, without  a  single  other  remark,  I  pass 
circular  of  the  Chief  Engineer,  which  bears  date 
6th  October,  1838,  and  is  in  the  following  words: 

*'Siit:  It  will  conform  wiili  the  understanding  existing  be- 
tween the  Department  and  the  depoeitory  banks,  that  whenever 
your  payments  on  the  public  account  cannot  be  made  bv  chocks 
on  the  baaks,  a  tender  of  the  notes  of  the  bank  on  which  the 
Treasury  draA  was  drawn  will  be  made,  and  that  in  no  case 
specie  be  exclusively  exacted,  unless  the  notes  of  said  bank  wilt 
not  he  received  by  the  public  creditor. 

"The  observance  of  this  rule  will  be  of  aeneral  accommoda- 
tion, and  be  sustained  by  the  Department." 

This  is  one  of  the  "orders"  to  which  the  Secre- 
tary expressly  applies  the  remark  in  his  report, 
above  quoted,  that  they  "in  some  re.<:pect5  exceed 
what  was  intended."  It  will  be  proper  here  to  add 
that,  under  date  of  the  20th  October,  1838,  the  head 
of  the  Indian  bureau  issued  a  circular  in  the  precise 
language  of  this  one,  and  that  the  present  heads  of 
both  these  bureaus,  when  the  existence  of  tlicse  di- 
rections from  their  respective  branches  of  the  De- 
partment were  made  knowir  to  them,  instantly  so 
modified  them  as  to  bring  them  within  the  express 
and  unquestioned  terms  of  the  existing  laws  in 
reference  to  the  disbursement  of  bank  notes. 

A  circular  from  the  office  of  the  Paymaster 
General  was  issued,  under  date  of  the  8ih  October, 
1838,  which  is  as  follows: 

'*Sib:  Arrangements  having  beeu  made  with  the  Unitod  States 
Bank  to  pay  the  Treasurer's  drafts  to  a  certain  amount  at  dif- 
ferent places,  and  it  being  probable  the  notes  of  that  liank  will 
bo  as  acceptable  to  claimants,  and  in  some  cases  more  couveni- 
ent  than  specie,  you  will,  should  you  receive  drafts  on  that 
Bank  orits  aeentk  make  as  many  of  your  payments  by  clieck 
as  you  can,  which  will  give  the  receiver  the  opuon  ol  taking 
paper  or  specie;  and  Uie  Departmcni  has  no  objcetion  to  your 
using  the  paper  of  that  Bank  in  all  your  payments,  so /ur  as  it 
canbedonelegnlly." 

The  only  other  of  these  "orders  and  directions," 
to  which  I  propose  to  refer,  was  i:«ued  f  om  the  of- 
fice of  the  Cluartermaster  General,  and  bears  date 
31$t  October,  1838.    Its  languai^e  Is, 

"Whenever  remittances  on  the  public  account  are  made  to 
you  by  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States  in  notee  of  the  United 
States  Bank  of  Pennsylvania,  or  by  drafts  of  that  institution  on 
.local  banks  or  agents,  it  is  desirable  that,  instead  of  demanding 
specie  from  the  local  banks  or  agenia,  you  receive  from  them, 
and  dltbuise  the  bills  of  said  "Bank  of  the  United  States,"  iu  all 
cases  when  such  bills  may  be  entirely  satlalactory  to  UMiadl^ 
vidttalstowhom  payment  iqay  Winad»»" 
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iMH^DTX  TO  THE  COl^iillESSIONAL  GLOBE. 


Senate. 


25th  Cono Sd  Seis. 


Bonds  of  the  U.  S.  Bank— Mr.  Wrighi. 


The  Qaartermaster  General  states  that  tfais^circof 
lar  was  sent'  to  bat  eight  officers  of  thai  Dejwrtmeiit, 
and  that,  naderstanding  a  construction  had  beei 
given  to  it,  to  aaihorize  the  paymeii^  oat  of  notes 
of  le!^  denominations  than  those  allowed  bj  the  law 
of  the' 74th  of  April,  1836,  those  officers  were  im- 
mediately instracted  that  the  direction  was  to  b«^ 
construed  in  conformity  with  that  law,  and  tkoi 
otherwise. 

The  namber  of  orders  and  directions  transmitted 
with  the  Message  of  the  President  is  yery  great; 
but  upon  a  careful  perusal  of  them  all,  I  consider 
those  referred  to  abdve  the  only  ones  which  have 
material  reference  to  ihe  disbursements  to  be  made 
under  ihe  arrangements  with  the  Bank,  and  all 
which  go  a  step  to  show  that  tht;  bills  of  the  Bank 
were  agreed  to  be  disbursed,  as  a  part  uf  these  ar- 
rangements. And  now,  Mr.  President,  permit  me 
U)  ask  how  far  any  of  these  orders  authorize  the 
assertion  of  the  president  of  that  ins!ituiion  that 
"arrangements  were  made  for  Me  more  distant  pub- 
lic disbursements  in  the  notes  of  the  Bank?"  We 
have  sef  n  that  the  arrangements  between  thr  Se- 
cretary of  the  Treasury  and  the  Bank,  in  fact,  were 
that  the  pa>  menls  should  be  made  ^^isx  qieete,  or  Ua 
tqvAvaieniy^  and,  so  far  as  the  collateral  stipnlaticn 
with  the  Secretary  of  War  may  be  considered  a 
part  of  those  arrangements,  that  the  same  mediam 
cf  payment  was  required  and  agreed  to  be  made  by 
thai  also.  In  these  negoiiatiuns,  then,  there  were 
no  ^^arrangements  made  for  the  more  distant  public 
disbursements  in  the  notes  of  the  Bank,*' or  for  any 
disbursfmeni.s,near  or  distant,  in  those  notes,  any 
further  than  they  imighi  be  considered  embraced  in 
the  term-*  equvstdrnt  to  specie;  and  how  /ar  that 
miiiht  be  would,  ot  course,  in  all  cases,  depend  np- 
on  the  will  and  choice  and  estimation  of  the  public 
creditor  to  whom  payment  was  to  be  made,  ^t 
will  certainly  not  be  pretended  that  orders  from  ibe 
head  of  a  Department,  or  a  bureau,  containing  sim- 
ply directions  for  the  government  of  the  subordi- 
nates of  that  branch  of  the  qervice,  can  change  the 
terms  of  these  contracts,  or  give  to  either  party 
rights  which  were  not  conferred  by  the  contracts 
themselves.  If  "arrangements  were  made*'  be- 
tween the  Executive  officers  and  the  Bank  '*ler  the 
more  distant  public  disbursements  in  the  note»  of 
the  Bank,**  the  right  was  conferred  upon  the  latan> 
to  make  those  disbursements  in  such  notes,  inde- 
pendent of  any  relations,  or  rights,  between  the 
Government  and  its  creditors,  and  a  tender  of  the 
notes  would  be  good  payment  as  between  the  do- 
vemment  and  the  Bank.  Is  such  a  right  pretoided, 
or  claimed,  by  the  Bank,  growing  out  of  the  ar- 
rangements for  the  sale  and  payment  of  its  bonds? 
It  has  :tot  been  and  is  not.  On  the  contrary,  if  no 
such  ''arrangements**  were  made,  or  right  confer- 
red, by  the  contracts,  then  nothing  in  the  ^'orders 
and  directions**  from  the  heads  of  Departments  and 
bureaus  to  the  disbursing  officers  could  make  the 
one,  or  confer  the  other.  In  this  aspect  of  the  case, 
therefore,  the  president  of  the  Bank  was  not  autho- 
rized by  the  facts  to  say  that  "arrangements  were 
nade  for  the  more  distant  public  disbursements  in 
the  notes  of  the  Bank.** 

While  upon  this  part  of  the  case,  another  inquiry 
should  be  made.  Did  thece  ''orders  and  directions*' 
assume  to  confer  upon  the  Bank  the  right  to  make 
disbursements  in  its  notes?  I  here  most  freely  ex- 
press my  dissent  from  the  policy  and  practice  indi- 
cated by  some  of  ihe&s  circulars.  The  Secretary 
teUs-us  that  some  uf  them,  "in  some  respects,  ex- 
ceed what  was  intended**  by  him,  and  I  think  some 
of  them  go  beyond  a  sound  and  safe  rule.  I  cor- 
dially concur  in  the  views  and  policy  upon  which 
the  Secretary  acted,  as  expressed  by  himself;  but  I 
think  some  of  the  circular*  go  much  farther,  and, 
instead  of  adopting  a  policy  which  was  calculated 
to  hasten  the  resumption  of  specie  payments  in  the 
South  and  West,  and  to  restore  the  currency  to  a 
sound  state  in  those  sections  of  the  Union,  most,  if 
continued  in  force  and  acted  upon,  have  had  a 
strong  tendency  in  the  opposite  direction.  Did  they, 
however,  a5»ume  to  confer  the  righto  make  public 
disbursements  in  bank  notes?  Not  one— not  even 
the  broadest  of  ihcm.  Thev  urged  the  policy  of 
making  disbursements  in  that  medium  "so  far  as  it 
caa  be  2^«tty  done^*'  "in  all  cases  where  such  billa 
nay  be  tiKtriiy  KHtfadmy  to  tl^e  indiyidnali  to 
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whom  payment:  may  be  made;**  "unless  the  notes  of 
said  Bank  vitf  not  ht  rtcemd  by  the  public  credi- 
tor,** &e.  ThQ0,  in  all  eases,  deferring  to  the  optitm 
of  the  public  creditor,  and  to  his  legal  rights,  the 
question!  of  making  disbursements  in  bank  paper. 
The  orders,  therefore,  did  nai  mwau  to  confer  the 
right  to  make  "imbtic  disbursements  in  the  notes  of 
the  B^Ac,'*  and  eren  they,  broad  and  indefensible 
as  some*  of  them  seem  to  me  to  be,  do  not  bear  out 
the  president  of  the  Bank  in  the  declaration  referred 
to.  Yet  this  indiridoal  goes  on  to  say,  "these  ar- 
rangemei)ts,  as  honorable  to  the  Executive  effieers 
as  they  were  beneficial  to  the  public  service, 
brought  the  Government  into  efficient  co-operation 
for  the  Tcestabiishment  of  the  currency,  and  open- 
ed the  way  for  the  resumption  of  specie  payments.** 
What  '^arrangements"  are  here  referred  ic?  Evi- 
dently those  spoken  of  in  the  previous  sentence  of 
the  letter,  "for  the  more  distant  public  disborse- 
mtnU  in  the  notes  of  the  Bank.**  Having  shown 
that  no  such  "arrangements**  had  been  made  between 
"the  l^ecotive  officers**  and  the  Bank,  I  may  be 
permitted  to  hope  that  those  worthy  officers  will  not 
be  madetosuffier  in  the  public  estimation  under  the 
blighting  influence  of  the  compliment  so  gratuitoeis- 
]y  bestowed  upon  them. 

Here,  Mr.  President,  suffer  me  to  ask,  why  do 
yon  think  this  letter  of  Mr.  Biddle  was  given  to  the 
public?  Was  it,  do  you  believe,  to  bestow  credit 
upon  the  Executive  officers  of  this  Government,  or 
10  manifest  his  connection  with  and  attachment  to 
«his  Administration?  If  this  was  the  motive,  some 
of  his  able  and  sagacious  friends  upon  my  right 
must  feel  surprise  at  his  want  of  sagacity.  They 
tell  us,  almost  daily,  that  the  cau«e  of  this  Admi- 
nistration is  a  sinking  cause;  that  ours  is  a  falling 
housf>,  and  they  must  deeply  regret  that  this  saga- 
cious banker  should  now  conclude  to  join  his  for- 
tunes, and  those  of  his  institution,  to  such  an  in- 
terest. Sir,  these  gentlemen  will  tell  you  that  no 
such  desires  and  objects  have  given  this  letter  to 
the  light.  Was  it,  then,  to  speak  of  the  negotiii- 
tions  between  those  Executive  officers  and  the 
Bank,  and  to  do  them  justice  in  that  particular?  No, 
sir.  No.  In  my  opmion  no  such  negotiations 
have  prompted  this  letter,  but  certain  negotiations 
which  the  sagacious  writer  foresaw  were  about  to 
take  place  at  Harrisbur?,  in  his  own  State,  were 
the  moving  causes  to  thifi  public  address,  in  the 
shape  of  a  letter  to  an  individual  correspondent.  The 
Bank  had  b(;en  too  deeply  concerned  in  the  singular 
political  transactions  which  were  agitating  a  great 
State.  Success  began  to  be  doubtful,  and  a  change 
of  position,  in  advance,  was  found  to  be  advisable. 
Hence  these  quiet  and  peaceful  declarations,  and 
these  amicable  appearances  towards  ancient  ene- 
mies. Hence  this  abandonment  of  mercantile  spe-. 
culations,  and  this  neutrality  of  posture  in  refer- 
ence to  future  events.  From  considerations  like 
these,  sir,  I  believe  this  letter  was  written,  and  not 
from  any  change  of  feeling  or  spirit  on  the  part 
of  the  writer,  or  the  institution  over  which  he 
presides. 

I  must  ask  a  little  more  of  your  time,  Mr.  Pre- 
sident, upon  this  letter.  The  writer  says  the  transac- 
tions between  the  Government  and  the  Bank,  of 
which  t  have  spoken  so  elaborately,  "  brought  the 
Government  into  efficient  co-operation  for  the  re- 
establishment  of  the  currency,  and  opened  the  way 
to  a  resumption  of  specie  payments!'*  The  arro- 
gance of  this  expression  is  so  excessive  as  to  ex- 
cite no  other  emolioa  than  that  of  ridicule.  That 
the  Government  had  been,  from  May,  1837,  not 
co-operating  with  the  Bank,  but  efficiently  epero^- 
ii^>  against  the  irredeemable  policy  and  declara- 
tions of  the  Bank  and  its  president,  "for  the  re-esta- 
bliahmen  t  of  the  currency,**,  is  no  w  matter  of  history; 
that  the  "arrangements"  to  which  the  letter  refers, 
and  which  the  wants  of  the  public  Treasury, occasion- 
ed by  the  suspension  of  ihe  banks,  and  the  legislation 
•f  Cungress  consequent  thereupon,  compelled,  were 
calculated  to  enable  the  Bank  the  more  easily  to 
pay  its  debts  to  the  Government,  ani  thus  to  aban- 
don its  irredeemable  doctrines  and  policy,  when, 
by  the  action  of  other  State  institutions,  they  had 
tm:ome  no  longer  susUicnable  with  a  preservation 
of  credit,  and  to  place  itself  upon  the  lift  of  resum- 
ing banks,  is  most  likely.  Mark  dates  and  facts. 
The  negotiation  for  the  sale  of  the  bond  of  1839 


was  completed  and  closed  on  the  Ist  of  KwA^ 
1838.  The  definitive  offer  of  the  Secreta^  of  ih^ 
Treasury  for  the  anticipations,  and  mode  and  mM- 
ner  of  payment  upon  the  bond  of  183d,  was  dated. 
on  the  95th  of  July,  1838,  and  the  bread  icceai^ 
ance  of  that  offer  by  the  agent  ef  the  Bank,  ns. 
of  the  dajr  following.  By  this  offer  and  iccepft- 
ance,  the  first  insulment  of  |800,060  wu  to  ke 
paid  on  the  15ih  day  of  August,  and  allihepaj- 
taents  upon  both  "arrangements**  were,  bj  the 
terms  of  the  same,  to  be  made  "in  specie  or  its 
equivalent.**  How,  then,  were  the  noies  of  ihi 
Bank  to  be  made  applicable  to  these  paymeati} 
Could  it  be  done  short  of  a  resumption  of  specie 
payments  by  the  Bank,  so  as  to  make  its  aoiet,. 
in  form  at  least,  "equivalent  to  specie?'  What 
do  the  acts  of  the  Bank  show  to  have  been  its  Kue 
of  its  own  course  and  policy  under  these  cireai^ 
stances^  It  resumed  specie  payments  on  the  13th 
of  August,  thirteen  days  af^er  the  paymeat  w 
made  at  the  Bank  for  the  bond  of  1839,  but  befon 
the  drafts  upon  that  deposite  would  be  retaraei 
upon  it  in  any  considerable  amounts,  and  tvo  days 
before  the  payment  of  the  first  insin'meat  apoathe 
bond  of  1838.  Did  these  transaciio'is  authoria  the 
president  of  the  Bank  to  say  that  by  them  the  Go- 
vern meal  was  hrfmiht  into  efficient  "co^peratioa'* 
for  the  re-establishment  of  the  currency?  Into  ef- 
ficient eo -operation  with  whom,  or  with  whatt 
With  an  institution  which  had  resisted,  with  all  it» 
immense  power,  the  resumption  of  specie  paymenli 
— the  only  measure  by  which  the  carrency  coa'd 
be  re-established;  which  was  a  debtor  tr  the  Go- 
vern men  t  to  nearly  eight  millions  ofdtilars,  and 
which  was  compelled  to  ask  time  for  paymeat,  of 
one,  two,  three,  and  four  years;  which  found  its  ex- 
tended c  bligations  falling  due  so  near  the  period 
when  specie  payments  mtist  l>e  resumed,  or  itset^ 
dit  destroyed,  that  it  was  driven  to  the  "EzecatiTa 
officers'*  to  seek  terms  of  payment  which  woald  eo- 
able  it  to  perform  that  high  duty?  Efficient  co-ope* 
ration  with  such  an  institution,  and  by  such  meaii^ 
Need  I  say,  sir,  that  the  arrogance  of  the  assamp- 
tion  is  only  equalled  by  the  closing  sentence  of  ihi 
paragraph? 

Let  me  read  it  to  you,  Mr.  President  Hen  it 
is:  "The  resumption  accordingly  took  plitt,* 
whTe  do  you  suppose,  sir?  The  backs  of  the 
whole  Union  had  suspended  specie  payments  in 
May,  1837.  This  immeasurable  calamity  «u 
vii^ited  upon  the  whole  country,  and  now  ibe  prea- 
dent  of  the  largest  and  most  powerful  bank  ia  Jm 
Union  is  telling  us  of  the  resnm(»tion,  of  the  retnm 
of  the  banlis  to  their  legal  and  moral  obligatioos. 
He  has  before  given  us  his  ezposidon  of  the 
causes  which  brought  about  this  grevt  and  good 
result,  and  now  he  says  **the  re»nmptioB  acwri- 
ingly  took  place.**  Again,  I  ask  you,  sir,  where  do 
you  think  it  took  place,  and  when?  He  shall  tdl 
you:  "Throughout  the  middle  States,  on  the  ISthof 
August;  in  many  of  the  Southern  and  WcMca 
States  soon  alter.**  What,  let  cie  ask  you,  as  ooeof 
the  representatives  of  that  section  efthe  nnioa,what 
became  of  the  humble  Northern  and  EastduStita 
in  this  happy  annunciation  to  the  American  peo- 
ple? Were  they  not  worth  the  notice  of  the  prea- 
dent  of  the  Bank?  Or  did  he  not  know  that  this  aaai 
glorious  work  of  resumption,  for  which  he  says  Ik 
tooy  was  optntA  in  August,  had  taken  place  in  thOM 
States,  and  was  triumphantly  sustained  «gii>>l 
his  power,  and  the  power  of  the  giant  institatiea 
over  which  he  presided,  frona  one  to  three  moaihe 
before  the  period  of  which  he  speaks?  Before  ibii 
"way**  was  opened,  which  enabled  the  Slate  Vmp^ 
tional  Bank  to  come  in,  by  a  forbearanee  of  itt 
debts,  and  an  aocommodatiag  compromise  as  le 
the  manner  of  their  payment? 

Sir,  I  am  ready  to  relieve  you  from  this  eoow 
of  remark,  and  to  dismiss  from  my  oonsideiaiin 
such  testimony,  coming  from  sach  a  source. 

I  am  also  most  happy,  Mr.  Pteaident,  tobeaUl 
to  assure  you  that  I  will,  very  soon,  relieve  Ai 
Senate  from  a  eontinuancw  of  any  remarks  apea 
this  subject.  One  or  two  brief  topics  remain  to  hi 
considered,  and  I  have  done,  at  lea«t  /or  the  pn* 
sent. 

In  the  course  of  the  debate  which  the  fohjcift 
«nder  consideration  have  exetied,  uy 
pereonal atteatioii  haa  beta  ealted  lo  ihel 
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QKd  in  the  law  aaihorizing  ibe  sale  of  (be  bonds  | 
of  this  Bank.  That  language  is  that  the  bonds 
abaM  be  sold  **for  money  in  band,"  and  I  be- 
lieve I,  was  the  draifsmaa  of  the  law.  I  have, 
vpoQ  a  preyions  occaaiou,  and  when  thus  called 
upon,  stated  to  ih^  Senate  my  best  recollections 
II  to  oy  iotention  ia  the  use  of  the  terms  quoted. 
1  had  not  then  made  a  recent  examination  of  the 
Itv,  and  I  spoke  from  memory  wholly.  I  now 
iiad  DO  caase  to  change  what  I  then  said,  that  it 
was  my  iotention  the  bonds  should  be  sold  for  eoA, 
if  sold  ai  all,  bat  1  find  that  the  disposition  of  that 
'^asb,"  intended  by  the  committee,  was  fully  ex- 
plained on  the  face  of  the  bill,  and  that  I  am  now 
oDly  called  npon  to  read  to  the  Senate  the  second 
SKiioo  of  that  law,  as  it  was  reported  and  passed, 
to  make  ibis  point  perfectly  intelligible  to  all  who 
hear  me.    That  section  is  in  these  words: 

"Andbe  it  further  enacted,  Thai  «Ii  moDey  recaived  upon 
tlMoIeoribenidbondflLstiall  be  ioioiMliately  paid  into  the 
Tnuaty  of  the  Vnitad  mates,  or  placed  to  the  credit  qf  the 
Trtomrerthereef,  in  aome  proper  depoeitorf^  in  the  aame 
miAQerthaiothermoiMya.  recetTed  from  doea  to  the  Covem* 
'     max,  tre^  hj  law,  directed  to  be  paid  into  the  Treaaury." 

It  viJI  be  recollected  that  bat  one  bond  was  sold. 
and,  ia  reference  to  that,  how  was  the  money  paidi 
I  haTe  alieady  read  to  the  Senate,  from  the  docu- 
ments appended  to  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  the  certificate  of  the  Bank,  showing 
that  the.  proceetls  of  this  bond  were  placed  in  that 
institotiop,  "in  special  deposite,'*  to  the  credit  of 
the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States.  Was  that 
Bank,  then,  a  *'proper  depository"  in  a  legal  sense, 
aodvithinthe  meaning  of  the  law  above  quoted? 
We  hare  seen  that  there  were  no  general  deposite 
banks  under  the  law  of  1836,  or  banks  which 
eonld  be  selected  under  that  law,  to  answer  the 
purposes  of  the  Treasury.  We  have  also  seen 
that  neither  the  law  nor  the  practice  of  the  Treaso* 
ry  Department,  authorised  the  Secretary  to  transfer 
money  to  the  hands  of  individual  officers  of  the 
GoTemment  for  the  mere  purpose  of  safekeeping. 
Hence,  the  Secretary  has  been  compelled  to  select 
banks  as  special  depositories,  without  reference  to 
the  deposite  law,  in  cases  where  money  comes  into 
the  Treasury,  as  in  the  case  under  consideration, 
not  in  the  ordinary  course  of  collection,  but  without 
passing  tbroosh  the  hands  of  an  authorised  collect- 
ing officer.  The  authority  of  the  Secretary  to  se- 
lect and  ase  these  banks  {(ft  these  purposes,  is  the 
tame  vhrch  authorised  the  use  of  banks  by  the 
Treasory  Department,  from  the  commencement  of 
the  Government,  under  the  Constitution,  and  the 
organization  cf  such  Department,  up  to  the  char- 
ter of  the  late  Bank  of  the  United  Stales  in  1816, 
'  and  from  the  removal  of  the  public  deposites  fronl 
that  Bank  in  1833,  until  the  passage  of  the  deposite 
law  in  1836.  In  his  selections,  under  this  autho- 
rity, there  are  no  restrictions  of  law  upon  the  offi- 
Wi  and  if,  therefore,  depositories  so  selected  are, 
ia  a  legal  sense,  ''proper  depositories,^'  then  I  am 
anahle  to  discover  why  this  Bank  was  not  as  pro- 
per a  depository  of  the  proceeds  of  ;bese  bonds, 
within  the  meaning  of  the  second  section  of  the 
lav  for  their  sale,  above  quoted,  as  any  ether 
bank  which  the  Secretary  could  have  selected 
woQld  have  been. 

Some  objections  hare  been  made,  that  the  Secre- 
luy  of  the  Treasury  has,  in  his  annual  report, 
eoafoonded,  by  the  use  of  language,  the  character, 
of  the  deposites  made  in  the  various  banks,  on 
public  account,  and  rendered  it  difficult  to  tell  in 
vhat  condition  the  public  money  is,  or  how  it  is, 
u  Act,  kept.  I  have  taken  some  pains  to  inform 
DyseU  upon  these  points,  and  the  inferences  which 
Ihad  drawn  from  the  reading  of  the  annual  re- 
port, have  been  confirmed  by  the  Explanations  of 
the  Secretary.  The  terms  "general  deposite'*  are 
used  by  him  in  reference  to  those  moneys  deposited 
in  banks  selected  under  the  deposite  law  of  1836. 
The  terms  **special  deposite"  are  mostly  used  in 
i^  technical  sense,  as  a  depo^te  of  the  specific 
thin^,  the  identical  nloney,  or  currency,  delivered 
to  the  bank  for  safe  keeping;  and  the  terms  **depo- 
tite  to  the  special  credit  of  the  Treasurer,"  are 
ti^  to  denote  such  deposites  as  are  neither  "ge^ 
aeral"  nor  ''special,"  within  the  technical  mean- 
ing of  the  other  terms,  but  as  are  made  in  banks 
selected  by  the  Secretary,  under  his  general  powers, 
belore  refenwdto,  and  art  placed  there  saSjeet  to 


thj  drafts  of  the  Tr(*asurer,  with  a  notice,  .and  dis- 
tinct understanding,  that  ihcy  are  to  be  drawn  for 
at  an  early  day,  and  are  nut,  therefore,  to  be  u^^ed 
by  the  institution  holding  them  for  the  g''neral 
purposes  of  banking.  The  remarks  of  the  Secre- 
tary upon  these  points,  in  the  report  under  conside- 
ration, give  eqbstaniially  these  explanations.  They 
are  as  ioUows: ' 

*Th«arraii««meiitamade  with  tlie  banks  that  hold  special  (!<)• 
poeiies,  or  denosites  to  ths  special  credit  of  the  Trcasiirtr,  have 
Dsen  rqsarded  as  tetnporarj  in  their  nature  or  character,  and 
hav«  in  moat  casea,  iherefora,  been  informal.  It  haTing  iMeo 
expected  that  Congress  would,  at  an  early  day,  adopt  sone 
general  systera,  that  could  be  carried  into  practical  effect,  on 
the  sttbjeet  of  keeping  tha  public  noney,  and  comparatively 
few  cuUeeiiona  having  been  made,  axcept  in  Treasury  notes 
and  Treasury  drains,  since  the  suspension  of  sp«cie  payments, 
till  within  the  last  three  months,  the  Department  has  deemed  it 
moai  respectful  to  Coogress  to  abatain  from  adopung  any  uni- 
form ana  permanent  arrangement  ou  the  subject  of  depoeites 
in  banks,  not  selects  J  under  theeeneral  deposiie  act,  bat  to  use 
theiB,  for  the  present  at  least,  only  aa  necessity  should  require." 
And  again: 

"Ia  caaea  of  dapoaitea  in  bank,  made  specially,  the  money 
has,  in  some  instances,  been  placed  In  specie,  in  tioxea,  fastened 
up,  and  not  to  be  withdrawn  by  the  receiver  or  others,  without 
tlie  draft  <^f  the  Treasnrer  on  him,  payable  at  the  bank  where 
the  special  deposite  was  made,  in  other  cases,  it  has  been 
placed  in  specie,  or  bills  of  specie  paying  banks,  to  the  credit 
of  the  Treasurer,  sometimes  as  in  **Bpecial  deposite,"  and  some- 
times  aa  "in  deposite  to  hia  special  credit,"  and  allowing  the 
bank  to  have  enUre  cbaiiga  of  itafterwardf." 

From  this  language  of  the  Secretary,  as  well  as 
from  the  facts  in  the  case  of  the  bonds,  it  is  infer- 
rable that  deposit&s,  in  their  inception  special,  Jn  the 
bank  sense  of  that  term,  have  been  subsequently 
changed  in  their  character,  by  making  such  depo- 
sites the  basis  of  drafts  by  ths  Treaimrer,  whjch 
were  paid  by  the  bank,  on  presentment,  as  drafts 
npon  general  depositee,  are  usually  paid.  Indeed, 
the  Secretary  telis  us,  in  his  annual  report,  that 
"this  system  of  special  deposites,  or  of  deposites  to 
the  credit  of  the  Treasurer,  has,  from  convenience, 
and  indeed  almost  from  necrssity,  not  generally 
corresponded  with  the  usual  forms  of  special  de- 
posites.^* 

It  is  quite  possible  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury has  not  upon  all  occasions,  in  reference  to 
these  matters,  used  the  language  technically  appro- 
priate to  the  occasion,  and  it  is  equally  possible 
that  he  may  have  committed  errors  of  judgment  in 
the  multiplicity  of  his  arduous  and  most  perplexing 
duties;  but  when  the  trying  perioJ  through  which 
the  country  has  passed  under  his  administratiun  of 
the  Treasury  Department  shall  be  remembered  and 
appreciated,  I  desire  to  be  no  more  confident  of  any 
thing  than  I  am  of  the  fact  that  be  will  have  no 
cause  to  conriplain  of  the  verdict  which  an  intelli- 
gent, and  patriotic,  and  grateful  people  will  render 
upon  his  public  services.  I^one  of  us  here,  Mr. 
President,  can  have  failed  to  see  that  it  is  much 
easier  to  find  fault  than  so  to  act,  jn  a  responsible 
public  trust,  as  not  to  deserve  censure,  much  more 
so  as  not  to  receive  it,  whetfier  deserved  or  not. 
It  now  seems  to  be  fashionable  to  complain  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury;  but  we  should  be  willing 
to  do  justice  even  to  a  political  adversary;  and  none 
will,  none  can,  deny  that  Mr.  Woodbury  has 
managed  the  finances  of  the  country  through  one 
of  the  most  difficult  periods  in  our  national  exist- 
ence, with  a  degree  of  success  before  altogether 
unknown  under  similar  embarrassments.  Sir,  we 
have  had  similar  embarrassments  before,  and  with 
what  result?  We  had  a  suspension  of  specie  pay- 
ments by  the  banks  in  1814,  not  as  general  as  that 
of  1837,  and  when  and  how  were  specie  payments 
restored?  After  a  continuance  of  three  years,  by 
the  aid  of  a  National  Bank.  When  and  how  have 
these  payments  now  been  restored?  After  a  con- 
tinuance of  one  single  year,  and  principally,  as  I 
verily  believe,  by  a  sound  and  firm  administraticn 
of  the  national  fiuAnce's;  by  a  rigid  and  unyielding 
adherence,  in  all  national  receipts  and  payments,  to 
that  standard  of  value  erected -by  our  glorious  Con- 
stitution, and  which,  if  not  scrupulously  observed  by 
the  Government  in  times  of  pecuniary  trouble,cannot 
be  continued  as  a  standard  of  value  for  the  country.  I 
know,  Mr.  President,  there  have  been  many  patriotic 
and  good  men  who  have  sincerely  believed,  during 
the  late  derangements  in  our  currency,  that  specie 
payments  coijld  never  be  resumed  by  the  State 
banking  institutions,  and  the  currency  re-established 
at  the  proper  constitutional  standard,  without  the 
aid  of  another  National  Bank.  I  have  been  one  of 
tboie  who  hava  uniformly  believed  that,  if  the  ope- 


rations of  the  National  Treasury  were  not  suffered 
to  be  brought  down  by  the  general  depreciation, 
but  were  kept  up  to  the  standard  ot  gold  and  silver, 
the  whole  circulating  medium  would  speedily  be 
raised  to  that  lovel;  while  I  have  as  firmly  believeil, 
if  that  standard  for  the  public  Treasury  was  sur- 
rendered, there  would  be  an  end  of  any  thing  like  m 
fixed  and  permanent  standard  of  value,  until  finan- 
cial embarrassment,  commercial  suffering,  an^uni* 
versal  derangement  in  every  department  of  busi- 
ness, should  drive  the  whole  people  to  call  in  the  aid 
of  some  artificial  power  to  assist  in  erecting  it.  The 
soundness  of  the  former  opinion  is  now  demon- 
strated. The  standard  of  currency  for  the  Trei^ 
sury  has  been  preserved  at  the  constitutional  eleva- 
tion, through  the  whole  of  our  late  troubles,  and 
the  consequence  has  been  that,  without  any  other 
aid,  a  universal  resumption  of  specie  payments  hat 
taken  place  within  little  more  than  one  year,  and 
business  is  reviving,  at  least  as  rapidly  as  can  con- 
sist with  firm  and  enduring  health.  For  all  these 
great  and  good  results,  as  well  as  for  the  great  suc- 
cess with  which  the  Treasury  has  been  managed 
and  its  wants  supplied,  during  these  severe  emuur- 
rassments,  I  speak  the  solemn  convictions  of  mj 
judgment  when  I  say  that  no  man  in  the  country 
deserves  more  credit  than  the  present  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury;  and  when  the  political  prejudices  and 
party  conflicts  of  the  day  shall  have  passed  away, 
I  verily  believe  that  history  will  accord  to  that  faith- 
ful and  laborious  officer  even  greater  praise  than  I 
attempt  to  bestow  upon  him. 

Mr.  Wrioht  having  concluded,  Mr.^Rivsa  re- 
plied at  length  aflor  which, 

Mr.  WRIGHT  said:  Before  I  proceed  to 
notice  the  arguments  of  the  honorable  Senator, 
you  must  permit  me,  Mr.  President,  to  make 
a  single  allusion  tu  his  opening  observa* 
ttons,  and  it  is  the  only  remark  of  its  charae 
ter  which  I  intend  to  make  in  the  course  of  my 
brief  reply.  I  heard  with  unfeigned  pleasure  the 
declaration  of  the  Senator,  that  it  would  give  him 
sincere  gratification  if  the  conduct  of  the  Executire 
officers,  in  the  transactions  alluded  to,  could  be 
fully  justified.  But  for  that  remark  I  should  have 
been  constrained,  from  the  matter  and  manner  of 
the  art^ument,  to  suppose  that  the  honorable  gen- 
tleman entertained  a  real  desirfs  to  convict  them  of 
impropriety  of  intention  and  action.  His  declara- 
tion, however,  deserves  full  credit,  and  such  are 
not  his  feelings. 

He  complains  that  I  have  not  answered  his  ar- 
guments, or  met  the  issues  tendered  by  him  upon 
former  occasions.  I  supposed  I  had  said  all  which 
I  could  usefully  say  upon  the  whole  matter,  but 
fvill  now  reply  to  some  of  his  positions  of  to-day. 
even  at  the  risk  of  repeating,  substantially,  what  I 
have  already  said,  and  I  lake  this  occasion  to  pro- 
mise the  Senate,  after  its  extended  indulgence  to 
me  already,  I  will  not  be  tedious  in  the  perform- 
ance of  this  undertaking;. 

The  gentleman^  trst  and  principal  point  is,  tkat 
the  sale  of  the  bond  of  1839  to  the  Bank  was  ille- 
gal, because  it  was  practically  sold  upon  isredit, 
when  the  law  authorizing  the  sale  required,  in  ex- 
press terms,  that  it  should  be  made  for  *'money  in 
hand." 

To  this  I  have  simply  to  reply  that  we  have  aeea 
what  were  the  terms  and  conditions  of  the  sale,  and 
that  one  of  them  was  the  payment  of  the  whole 
purchase  money  on  the  1st  day  of  August,  bj 
placing  the  amount  in  special  deposite  in  the  Bank 
to  the  credit  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States. 
We  have  also  seen  among  the  documents,  append- 
ed to  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
one  from  the  cashier  of  the  Bjink,  in  the  following 
words: 

'*Ba.nk  op  tkb  Unitbd  VrAVsa,  August  1,  lOB. 

"1  hereby  certify  that  Charles  Macaleaiar,  esq.  has  thia  day 
deposited  to  the  credit  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  8ute^  in 
epecial  deposite^  the  sum  of  two  milliun  two  hundred  aud  flfrf* 
four  thousand  eight  huadred  and  aerent^'One  doliara  and  iliir* 
ly-eight  coals,  subject  to  the  drafts  of  the  said  Traaaurar. 

"J.  COWFERTHWA4T,  Cashier." 

Now  this  paper  is  either  true  or  false.  If  true, 
then  the  payment  was  made  according  to  the  terms 
of  the  agreement  for  the  sale  of  the  bond,  was  made 
in  "money  in  hand,^'  which  money  was,  by  the 
very  act  of  payment,  disposed  of  as  the  second  seo- 
tion  of  the  act  referred  to  required.    Does  ady  oaa 
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doabt  the  trath  of  the  certificare?  Does  the  gentle- 
man himself  donbt  that  this  amount  6f  money  was 
in  the  Bank,  as  its  property  and  subject  to  its  dis- 
position, at  the  time  the  certifieate  was  given?  Bad, 
Mr.  President,  as  is  the  aathority  of  this  Bank  and 
its  officers,  witt\  me,  upon  most  subjecu,  I  do  not 
believe  that  one  of  them  would  issue  a  false  official 
and  responsible  paper  of  this  character,  nor  do  I 
believe  that  the  cashier  was  ignorant  of  the  nature 
of  a  ''special  deposiie,'^  or  of  the  impori  of  the  facts 
to  which  he  certified.  Any  collateral  understand- 
ing, existing  at  the  time,  as  to  the  manner  in  which 
(he  Treasurer  should  dispose  of  this  money,  or  in 
which,  the  Bank  might,  by  making  certain  other 
payments,  discharge  itself  from  its  liability  thus  in- 
curred for  this  deposite,  could  neither  destroy  the 
fact  of  the  payment,  nor  alter  the  character  of  the 
deposite  at  the  time  when  the  certificate  was  given. 
But  suppose,,  sir,  that  this  certificate,  wad  false  at 
the  time  it  was  given.  Then  the  whole  transaction 
was  void,  from  the  fraud  practised  upoB  the  Secre- 
tary, and  the  legal  property  in  the  bond  did  not 
pass  to  the  Bank  by  the  delivety,  as  that  delivery 
was  in  consideration  of  the  certificate,  and  it  was 
the  only  evidence  of  the  value  received.  Upon 
this  supposition,  therefore,  the  bond  was  not  sold, 
and  that  could*  not  be  an  illegal  sale,  which  was 
not  a  sale  at  all. 

The  honorable  Senator  next  takes  the  position 
(hat  the  transaction  was  a  disadvantageous  one  to 
the  Government,  because  that,  out  of  the  proceeds 
of  the  bond  deposited  as  we  have  seen,  the  Bank 
was  to  answer  drafts  of  the  Treasurer  for  the  use 
of  the  War  Department  to  the  amount  of  but  half 
a  million  monthly,  while  the  statements  from  that 
department  show  that  its  wants  were  equal  to  a 
jnillion  per  month. 

This  position  is  susceptible  of  several  answers. 
First,  the  Bank  would  agree  to  no  more  favorable 
arrangement,  and  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
must  consent  to  withdraw  the  deposite  at  the  rate 
of  a  half  a  million  monthly,  or  he  must  forego  the 
sale  of  the  bond  altogether,  and  thus  get  nothing 
from  this  bond  in  aid  of  the  Treasury,  as  ne  other 
purchaser  could  be  found  who  would  pay  the  price 
fixed  by  the  law.  Second,  the  gentleman  has 
overlooked  the  fact  that  payments  were  making, 
at  the  same  tiiue,^  upon  the  bond  of  1838,  at  the 
rate  of  |800»000'per  month,  so  that,  from  both 
sources,  the  Bank  would  more  than  meet  what  he 
says  were  the  necessities  of 'the  War  Department. 
Third,  the  proceeds  of  these  bonds  were  not  all  the 
means  %t  the  Treasury.  The  whole  current  re- 
venue remained,  besides  other  deferred  debts,  and 
what  the  War  Department  should  require,  which 
the  Bank  was  not  to  pay,  it  would  be  the  duty  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  supply  from  these 
other,  sources. 

Another  ground  assumed  by  the  honorable  gen- 
tleman is,  that  the  bonds  miglit  have  been,  and 
should  have  been,  sold  abroad,  and  that  a  special 
agent  should  have  been  sent  abroad  to  negotiate 
the  sale;  and  then  he  infers  that  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  was  not  driven  to  make  the  sale  to  the 
Bank,  had  he  pursued  properly  the  course  which 
the  law  pointed  out. 

I  have  before  shown,  generally,  what  the  Secre- 
tary did  do,  by  way  of  efifecting  a  sale  of  these 
bonds  abroad,  and,  from  the  results  of  those  efforts, 
had  he  any  encouragement  to  pursue  them  furtheil 
This  is  the  fair  question,  when  we  are  discussing 
the  failh  and  intentions  of  the  officer.  In  May, 
pending  the  passage  of  the  law,  and  almost  imme- 
diately upon  its  introduction  before  Cengre-ss,  the 
'  Secretary  wrote  to  a  banker  of  high  standing  in 
each  of  the  cities  of  Philadelphia  and  New  York,  to 
inquire  as  to  the  prospect  of  a  sale  of  the  bonds,  a( 
home  or  abroad,  within  the  terms  proposed  to  be 
prescribed.  They  both  answer  him,  substantially, 
that,  upon  the  terms  of  the  bill,  and  without  a  gua- 
ranty, no  sale  could  prob&bly  be  effected  in  this 
country,  unless. to  the  Bank  itself.  Mr.  Solms,  the 
president  of  the  Moyamensing  Bank^of  Phila- 
delphia, gave  it  as  his  opinion  that  a  favo- 
rable sale  of  the  bonds  might  be  made 
in  England,  and  seems  to  rest  that  opinion  upon  the 
then  slate  of  the  English  money  market,  and  the 
fact  that  the  agent  of  the  Bank  in  London  would, 
be  thought,  be  indooed,  ^  by  weighty  considera- 


tions,*' to  become  a  purchaser.  This  is  the  only 
direct  opinion  favorable  to  the  sale  of  those  bonds 
abroad,  which  I  have  found  among  the  papers; 
and  this  seems  to  have  been  formed  at  least  as 
much  upon  the  expectation  that  the  Bank  itself 
would  bie  the  purchaser  as  upon  any  other  conside- 
ration. This  gentleman,  therefore,  did  not  pro- 
pose to  free  the  Secretaiy  from  a  sale  to  the  Bank 
by  sending  him  to  London  for  a  market. 

Mr.  Newbold,  the  president  of  the  Bank  of  Ame- 
rica, New  York,  says:  *'  The  bonds  have  too  short 
a  time  to  run  to  warrant  any  reasonable  expecta- 
tion of  a  sale  ef  them  in  Europe,  on  favorable 
terms,  during  the  present  rate  of  exchange.'* 

After  the  passage  of  the  law,  the  Secretary  im- 
mediately wrote  to  the  house  of  N.  M.  de  Roths- 
child and  Sons,  bankers  of  London,  and  requested 
them,  if  possible,  within  the  restrictions  of  the  law, 
to  make  sale  of  the  bonds.  They  declined  to  pur- 
chase, for  reasons  which  I  have  before  stated,  and 
say  that  a^sale,  upon  the  terms  prescribed,  cannot 
be  effected  in  Londc'n.  I  cannot  speak  from  per- 
sonal acquaintance  as  to  the  propriety  of  the  Secre- 
tary's selection  of  his  English  correspondents  for 
this  object,  but  I  understand  the  house  to  be  among 
the  first  banking  houses  in  London,  and  suppose  it 
will  be  conceded  by  all  that  there  is  no  fault  in  the 
course  of  the  Secretary  in  this  respect. 

He  also  wrote,  without  delay,  to  our  Minister  at 
Paris,  and  requested  him  to  Consult  the  best  bank- 
ers in  France,  and  effect  a  sale  of  the  bonds  there, 
if  it  could  be  done  within  the  limits  of  his  authority. 
As  the  gentleman  has  commented  npon  the  unsa- 
tisfactory character  of  the  reply  from  this  quarter, 
I  will  read  a  part  of  Governor  Cass^  answer.  He 
says: 

'But  Mr.  Welles  sought  infonnation  from  the  banken,  and 


hia  viewrs  may  be  depended  on.  He  etatea  that,  after  exainina> 
tion,  he  fottnd  it  imposaible  to  obtain  an  acceptable  propqeition, 
be^u66,  ih  the  firei  jpiace,  the  lx>nda  are  too  large,  and  becaase, 
in  the  eecond  place,  oankera  who  made  an  offer  would  neceeia- 
rily  bt  compelled  to  hold  thenieelTes  in  readineas  to  comply, 
after  InfonnatiM  of  the  result  should  be  obtained  from  the 
United  States;  and  would  thus  be  bound,  for  many  weeks,  to 
hare  the  money  within  their  control,  while,  in  the  mean  Ume, 
some  event  might  occur  to  change  tne  stale  of  the  |noney  mar- 
ket, and  thus  to  embarrass  them.  Mr.  Welles  was  decidedly 
of  opinion  that  a  lieiter  arrangement  ihight  be  made  in  the 
United  States  than  here.  Under  these  circumstance^  and  plac- 
ing confidence  in  his  representations,  I  do  not  think  tliaithe  ob- 
ject could  be  effected  in  Paris,  upon  such  terms  as  you  would 
appiove." 

Could  the  Secretary,  after  such  an  opinion, 
coming  from  stich  a  source,  and  based  npon  such 
authority,  longer  hope  to  find,  in  France,  a  market 
for  these  bonds,  within  the  limitations  of  the  law? 
Can  bis  motives  be  suspected,  because  he  relied 
and  acted  upon  such  evidence? 

The  Secretary  further,  immediately  after  the 
passage  of  the  law,  opened  a  correspondence  with 
a  Mr.  Belmont  of  New  York,  aa  agent,  resident 
there,  of  extensive  banking  houses  in  London  and 
Paris.  This  correspondence  was  continued  from 
the  9ih  to  the  9lst  of  July,  and  resulted  in  an  en- 
tire declination  to  purchase  the  bonds,  within  the 
restrictions  of  the  law,  either  for  himself,  or  for 
account  of  his  principles  in  Europe. 

But,  says  the  honorable  Senator,  the  Secretary 
ought  to  have  sent  an  agent  to  Europe  to  negotiate 
a  sale  of  the  bonds,  and  not  to  have  depended  upon 
the  uncertainty  of  correspondence.  I  have  shown 
that  an  effort  was  made  by  the  Secretary  to  employ 
an  agent,8oon  after  the  passage  of  the  law,  but  that 
the  person  applied  to,  conceded  by  the  gentleman 
to  be  qualified  and  competent,  declined  to  accept 
the  compensation  offered  by  the  Secretary — eight 
dollars  per  day  and  necessary  expenses — and  de- 
manded a  commission  of  bne-feurih  of  one  per 
cent,  upon  the  amount  of  the  bonds,  if  a  sale  was 
made,  and  the  pay  and  mileage  of  a  member  of 
Congress,  if  he  should  fail  in  the  mission.  I  have 
made,  upon  my  table,  a  hasty  casting  of  the  amount 
of  this  commission  demanded  by  the  agent,  and,  if 
I  am  not  mistaken,  it  is,  upon  both  bonds,  a  trifling 
fraction  below  |iO,000.  This  expense  the  Secre- 
tary did  not  feel  willing  to  incur,  in  any  event,  while 
the  prospect  of  a  sale  did  not  seem  to  him  to  au- 
thorize the  pay  and  mileage  of  a  member  of  Con- 
gress, for  a  journey  from  this  country  to  England 
and  France,  and  the  return,  simply  to  make  the 
experiment.  He  did  not,  therefore,  send  the  agent. 
In  this  he  may  have  erred,  for  it  is  not  my  purpose 
to  prove  that  the  Secretary  is  perfect,  or  exempt 


from  error.  This  point  I  cheerfolly  leave  to  the 
decision  of  this  body  and  the  public.  Mv  ooly 
anxiety  is,  that  the  whole  truth  shall  appear,  before 
the  decision  is  pronounced;  that  it  shall  betdunedy 
known  that  the  bond  was  sold  at  the  parvaloe  u 
fixed  in  the  law,  and  that  every  dollar  of  the  pro- 
ceeds has  paid  a  dollar  of  debt  agaji^si  the  pablic 
Treasury,  without  any  deduction  of  |10,000,  ot 
any  other  sum,  for  the  expenses  of  negotiating  thit 
sale.  If,  thesi  the  conclusion  shall  be  that  the  S^ 
cretary  has  brought  the  Government  into  impiopv 
connection  with  a  hostile  bank,  bjr  the  negoiiatioi, 
it  must  be  admitted  that  he  has  saved  this  |IO,O00 
to  the  Treasury  of  his  countiy  by  tbe  operatioa. 

The  Senator  next  says,  there  is  no  evidence  of 
the  necessity  of  the  sale  of  this  bond  at  all,  aod  it* 
dicates  an  op  ftion  that  it  is  the  duty  of  tbeSecreta* 
ry,  and  of  those  who  are  willing  to  apologize  for  hit 
acts,  to  show  that  necessity  before  they  auempt  to 
justify  the  sale  he  made.    To  the  Seaatoi's  argu- 
nients  upon  this  position  I  have  several  ansven 
First,  the  Secretary  has  himself  stated  that  the 
calls  upon  the  Treasury  for  the  month  of  Jam 
*^had  exceeded  four  and  a  half  million^**  that  be 
anticipated,  **a8  the  fact  turned  out  to  be,"  that 
those  calls  would  equal  about  seven  millions  for 
the  two  following  months  of  July  and  Aagast; 
''that  the  available  balance  in  the  Treasory,  appli- 
cable to  general  purposes^  and  subject  to  dnlt, 
fell  below  one  million;  that  payments  were  nuk- 
ing, at  times,  in  new  Treasury  notes,  which  ooaU 
not  be  rendered  at  all  available;^*  and  that,  theic- 
fore,  he  considered  it  "neeeasary  to  effect  a  Eale  of 
at  U^d  oneiffthe  handB,  at  an  earlier  daj  than  id- 
vices  coald  be  received  and  any  proceeds  realiai 
from  Europe."    This  is  a  slate  of  the  Treasoiy, 
and  the  exhibition  of  its  necessities,  from  tbe  held 
of  that  Department;  and  I,  sir,  have  been  aecos- 
tomed  to  place  confidence  in  statements  npon  tint 
point,  from  that  authority.    Second:  the  lav  Mr 
thorizing  the  Secretary  to  issue  Treasuiy  notes  for 
the  supply  of  the  Treasury,  expressly  limits  tbit 
power  to  its  necessities,  after  all  the  other  lavfol 
means  of  supp.y  have  been  exhausted.   Herci 
the  sale  of  the  bonds  became  a  duty,  before  tbe 
credit  of  the  Government,  in  the  shape  of  these 
notes,  was  resorted  to;  while  the  only  pLwer  exist- 
ing to  issue  notes,  at  the  period  of  these  tranat- 
tions,  was  the  power  to  issue  new  note?,  under  the 
law  of  1838,  in  the  place  of  those  paid  m  and  cuf 
celled  under  the  law  of  1837;  and  it  was,  in  the 
nature  of  things,  impossible  for  human  foresi^ 
to  say  how  rapidly  the  old  notes  would  come  is, 
and,  consequently,  what  might  be  the  extent  of  tbe 
power,  within  any  given  period,  to  issue  new  notes. 
Third:  the  apparent  balances  of  money  on  deposite 
in  bank,  to  tke  credit  of  the  Treasurer,  afford  bo 
standard  by  which  to  form  a  judgment  as  toAe 
amount  of  available  means  of  the  Treasury  on  so/ 
given  day,  because  those  balancee  were  ceosuiidy 
made  the  basis  of  drafts  by  the  Treasurer,  whicb, 
the   Secretary    tells   us    in    the    corre^ndeace, 
would  necessarily  be  out  from  thirty  to  liinetj 
days,    before    they   would    come    round  to  ^  ; 
Bank  to  be  there  debited   to  the  Treasurer,  im  j 
deducted  from  the  amount  standing  to  his  cr^'i 
npon  the  books  of  the  Bank.    These  are  bdiem  , 
to  be  full  and  perfect  answers  to   the  positions  i»> , 
ken  by  the  Senator  to  show  that  a  necessity  forihi  | 
sale  of  the  bond  did  not  exist.  The  cenditioa  of  ibe^ 
Treasury,  therefore,  at  the  time  the  sale  was  aa^ji 
appears  from  the  statement  of  the  Secretary  nboit , 
given,  unimpeached  by  tbe  considerations  to  vhiek^ 
the  Senator  has  referred,  and  which  he  setmfiUi 
suppose  inconsistent  with  it.     Is,  then,  tbe  ofitfj 
having  charge  of  the  Treasury  Departm<*Dt  to  b»| 
taken  as  authority  for   the  sute  of  the  Tre«A9| 
its  wants,  and  its  necessities,  at  any  given  pexWi 
With  me,  sir,  he  is.    Tbe   honorable  ^nriefliC^ 
has  made  repeated  appeals   to  me  npon  ttiis  poi^u 
as  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Finance  of  t^ 
body,  and  I  cheerfully  admit  that  the  vigilaiiee^ 
his  researches,  and  the   minntoness  of  Us  iB|P^ 
ries  may  have  shown  him  much  better  qualified it| 
the  head  of  that  committee    than  myself;  tnl,« 
candidly  tell  him  and   the  Senate,  that  in  the  o^ 
charge  of  my  duties   in   the  positloa  1  hoM,  m 
statements  of  the  proper  oiBcen  of  the  O&f^^ 
kent,as  to  the  conditioa  of  te  Twuagti/^ 
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beeo  aatbohty  to  me,  so  (j&r  as  facts  and  figures 
iKooBCfrned.    Until  the  facts  and  fignres,  there- 
fiire,  eoffling  fmin  that  qnarter,  shall  be  shown  to 
te  erroneoas,  i  reoognire  no  right  to  call  upon  me 
b  sostiin  their  accnracy. 
The  Senator  farther  says,  the  issues  of  Treasury 
lotesw^  not  made  by  the  Secretary  in  the  most 
adrtotageoas  manoer,  that  a  rate  of  interest  might 
hiTe  been  gi?eB  to  them  which  would  have  ena- 
bled the  DepanmeDt  to  command  specie  for  them 
a  iJie  market,  and  would  have  induced  capitalists 
to  boklUiem  as  investments  until  they  became  re- 
Enable  by  the  law,  and,  therefore,  ceased  to  bear 
jiienst;  and  he  contends  that  the  Secretary  ought 
Bot,  ibeiefore,  to  be  permitted  to  urge  his  appre- 
knisioa  that  the  new  Treasury  notes  would  come 
IB  for  redemption,  in  the  way  of  payments  upon 
tbi  pnblic  does,  as  causing  a  necessity  for  the  sale 
of  ihis  bond    It  is  not  for  me  to  contend  that  the 
fl^retary  of  the  Treasury  is  all-wise  as  a  finanaier, 
IT  that  the  issue  of  these  Treasury  notes  in  some 
other  form  and  manner  might  not  have  afforded  to 
the  TreasDry  greater  tempore  relief.   It  is  enough 
for  my  purpose,  that  the  Secretary  acted  in  good 
ftith  and  acoording  to  his  best  judgment,  and  issued 
Iheiicles  in  the  manner  which  he  believed  best  eal- 
olaied  to  afford  to  the  Treasury  and  to  the  country 
the  relief  intended  by  the  law;  that  they  were 
iwtd,  were  out,  and  were  returning  upon  the 
TreasQ^  for  rademption,  in  the  shape  of  payments 
ol  ihe  revenue,  at  the  time  the  law  passed  authoriz- 
JB^  tfa<  sale  of  these  bonds.    The  necessity  from 
fhfi  qnaner  did,  therefore,  in  fact  exist,  and  the 
cqieriettoe  of  the  Department,  by  the  pay  nant  by 
Ihefiankof  the  first  bond,  paid  in  IS^i,  almost 
vhoUy  in  Treasury  drafts  and  other  like  Govein- 
jaeat  liabilities,  enabled  the  Secretary  to  judge 
with  certainty  of  the  extent  of  the  necessity  growing 
Mt  of  this  consideration.      Had  he  then  rested 
qvietly  nntU  these  bonds  reached  maturity,  depend- 
ig  npon  their  proceeds  for  money  to  meet  the 
jablie  disbursiements,  and  then  met  payments  in 
loavailable  Treasury  notes,  notes  which  could  not 
\t  re-issoed  for  any  purpose,  what  would  have 
ken  thoQght  pnd  said   of  his  financial  sldll  or 
ifieia]  faithfulness    Or,  if  he  had  sat  down  and 
iMmned  over  the  fact  that  the  notes  had  not  been 
irigin&Uy  issued 'in  some  different  manner,  would 
Aat  have  supplied  his  exhausted  Treasuryl 

A  farther  cempiaint  of  the  honorable  Senator  is, 
Ite.  the  proceeds  of  the  draf^  upon  the  Pennsylva- 
nia Bank  for  |300,000,  transmitted  by  the  Bank  of 
KeatQcky,  in  part  payment  of  its  debt  to  the  Go- 
tenuaest,  were  permitted  to  remain  on  deposits  in 
fte  former  institution,  until  they  were  required  for 
iiibQrsemeni;  and  be  asks,  with  great  emphasis, 
fthy  was  not  this  sum  transferred  to  some  other 
fefMeitoiy?  Why  not  to  the  Bank  of  America,  at 
%tw  York?  Why  not  to  any  place  other  than 
hit  bank,  to  which  the  Secretary  and  his  political 
Kends  bad  been  so  hostile?  I  am  not  aware, 
ttr.  President,  that  I  can  say  any  thing,  which  I 
^re  not  already  said,  upon  this  subject.  I  have 
iftady  sfkown  that  this  money  was  as  valuable  to 
be  Treasury,  as  convenient  for  its  use,  and  as 
Ife,  where  it  was  leH,  as  it  could  have  been  made 
iny  other  depository;  an^t,  in  the  face  of  these 
pen,  if  it  were  perfectly  respectful,  I  would  an- 
Wthegentleman^s  queries,  by  askihg  him,  why 
bald  the  Secretary  have  transferred  this  money, 
m  required  for  disbnrsementi  For  what  public 
Nnest  or  object?  Had  he  transferred  it,  was 
m  any  jjoseible  reason  he  could  have  assigned 
ir^act  other  than  his  own  hostility,  and  that  of 
il  political  party,  to  this  banki  And  would  the 
Ntor  from  Virginia  have  advised  the  Secretary 
ipat  himself  upon  such  a  defence,  for  such  an 
iCtither  before  this  body,  or  the  country? 
1  am  here  coaapelled,  Mr.  President,  to  make  a 
Mrk  in  self  explanation  and  justification,  and  I 
I  sorry  to  find  that,  in  this  debate  especially,  the 
IN  precise  and  clear  definitions  are  rendered  con- 
Ifttly  necessary.  The  gentleman  says,  in  my 
Mier  remarks,  I  termed  this  Pennsylvania  Bank 
proper  depository,"  and  he  repeats  the  phrase 
Id  an  evident  design  to  carry  the  implication  that 
Ve  by  me  was  the  manifestation  of  a  change 
iseling  on  ny  part  towards  the  institution.  £Hr, 
igentlemaa  could  not  hava  failed  to  notice  that  I 


was  speaking  of  the  second  section  of  the  law  au- 
thorizing the  sale  of  these  bonds,  In  which  the 
terms  **proper  depository*'  are  used;  that  I  was  ex- 
amioins  the  legal  power  and  right  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  in  the  present  state  of  the  law  in 
relation  to  the  public  deposites,  to  select  this  insti- 
tution as  a  depository  for  the  proceeds  of  these 
bonds;  that  I  came  to  the  conclusion  that  Ihe  Secre- 
tary possessed  the  Ipgal  power  and  right  to  make 
this  selection,  as  much  as  that  of  any  other  bank- 
ing institution  not  a  general  deposite  bank  under 
the  deposite  law  of  1836;  and  that  this  Bank,  there- 
fore, in  a  legal  sense,  within  the  powers  of  the  Se- 
cretary and  the  meaning  of  the  second  section  of 
the  act  for  the  sale  of  the  bonds,  was,  when  so  se- 
lected, *'as  proper  a  depository  for  that  especial 
purpose  as  any  other  which  could  have  been  so 
selected.*'  These  were  my  words,  or  their  sub- 
stance, and  I  used  the  phrase,  which  the  Senator 
has  80  frequently  repeated,  in  no  other  sense  or  con- 
nection, if  he  was  not  befere  aware  of  my  mean- 
ing, in  the  use  of  these  terms,  I  now  offer  him  this 
explanation  and  definition  of  it. 

A  further  objection,  brought  by  the  honorable 
gentleman  against  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  is 
that  the  public  interests  were  disregarded  by  deposi- 
ting this  #300,000  in  this  bank;  in  as  much  as, 
had  the  deposite  been  made  in  a  general  deposite 
bank,  under  the  deposite  law  of  1836,  of  suiuble 
capital,  an  interest  might  have  been  obtained  upon 
the  deposite  for.  the  time  it  remained  in  bank.  If 
this  objection,  Mr.  President,  is  to  be  considered 
as  developing  the  policy  of  the  deposite  law  of 
1836, 1  am  bound  to  say  that  it  will  make  that 
measure  more  objectionable  to  me  than  it  has  ever 
before  been,  unfavorably  as  I  have  ever  viewed 
it.  What  is  the  provision  of  that  law  refened  to? 
That  the  Bank  shall  pay  an  interest,  at  the  rate  of 
two  per  centum  per  annum,  upon  all  money  re- 
maining on  deposite  with  it,  for  one  whole  quarter 
of  the  year,  over  and  above  an  amount  equal  to  the 
one^fourth  part  of  the  capital  of  the  Bank  actually 
paid  in.  Now,  sir,  to  have  placed  this  |300,000 
upon  this  inve^ment  of  two  per  cent,  a  bank  of 
the  very  smallest  capital  must  have  been  selected, 
so  that  the  largest  possible  excess  might  have  exist- 
ed, upon  which  interest  would  be  payable,  while 
that  part  of  the  deposite  which  equalled  one-founh 
of  the  capital  of  the  bank,  actually  paid  in,  must 
have  been  suffered  to  remain  three  full  months,  te 
entitle  the  Treasury  to  a  recurring  interest  of  two 
per  oenL  upon  the  average  excess.  I  have  ever 
thonght,^  sir,  that  to  make  a  bank  pay  interest  upon 
pubic  depositee,  was  the  most  direct  mode  to  sti* 
mulate  those  institutions  to  use  the  public  money 
for  banking  purposes;  and,  therefore,  the  worst 
possible  policy  which  any  Government,  State  or 
National,  could  possibly  adopt;  but  if,  in  addition' 
to  this  insurmountable  objection,  the  consideration 
of  capital  paid  in,  as  a  security  for  the  deposite,  is 
to  be  abandoned,  and  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasu- 
ry is  to  be  require  to  select  the  banks  of  the  smal- 
lest res/  capital,  that  the  largest  amount  of  the  pol>- 
lic  money  upon  deposite  may  be  drawing  interest, 
the  tendency  of  the  system  of  State  bank  depositee, 
as  adopted  and  established  by  the  deposite  law  of 
1836,  is  infinitely  worse  than  I  have  heretofore 
considered  it  to  be.  And  if  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  is  to  receive  public  censure,  here 
or  etoewhere,  for  not  acting  upon  this  dangerous 
principle,  I  must  stand  closely  by  him  ai)d  share  in 
the  condemnation. 

The  Senator  has  considered  it  to  be  his  duty  to 
make  very  especial  and  marked  reference  to  the 
letter  of  Mr.  Biddle  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury, written  tmder  date  of  the  13th  ol  August, 
1838,  to  be  found  among  the  documents,  at  page 
36  and  37  of  the  report  of  the  Secretary,  marked 
F  7,  and  infers  from  it  that  some  correspondence 
between  the  Secretary  of  War  and  the  Bank,  not 
communicated  to  Congress,  must  have  taken  place, 
in  reference  to  the  arrangement  for  paying  the 
Bank  bonds  in  disbursements  for  the  War  Depart- 
ment. The  honorable  gentleman  has  called  upon 
me,  in  my  seat  here,  to  answer  to  any  jmowledge 
I  may  possess  as  to  such  a  correspondence,  and  I 
frankly  stated  to  him  and  the  Senate,  that  I  neither 
know  any  diiog  of  it,  nor  do  I  find  the  least  rta- 
890,  from  this,  or  aay  of  the  doeaments,  tQ  sap- 


pose  that  any  sach  correspondence  ever  took  place. 
If  he,  and  the  Senate,  will  have  the  goodness  to 
look  to  the  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War  to 
Major  Cooper,  the  thep  acting  Secretary,  written 
from  the  Virginia  Springs,  and  to  be  found  with 
the  documents  appended  to  the  President^  Mes- 
sage, in  answer  to  the  last  call  of  the  Senator,  it 
will  be  seen  that  all  the  arrangement  upon  this  sub- 
ject which  the  Bank  has  claimed,  or  which  even  sus- 
picion has  alleged  to  have  been  attempted,  is  there 
fully  avowed  by  the  honorable  Secretary,  and  its 
prompt  and  honorable  fulfilment  is  respectfully 
urged  upon  the  Treasury  officers.  I  cannot,  there- 
fore, poKsibly  see  what  motive  is  left  for  conceal- 
ment, or  why  any  correspondence  of  a  private 
chaiacter  should  be  supposed  to  have  been  wrong- 
fully withheld,  in  relation  to  an  arrangement  com- 
pleted, avowed,  and  carried  into  fall  execution. 

The  gentleman  seems  further  to  apprehend  that 
I,  and  those  with  whom  I  act  here,  have  changed 
our  views  and  feelings  in  relation  to  the  dangers  of 
a  National  Bank,  and  the  dangerous  character  of 
a  State  institution  so  powerful  as  that  of  which  we 
speak.  Mr.  President,  he  mistakes  us  utterly.  We 
have  experienced  no  change  of  feeling  or  opinion 
npon  either  of  these  points.  I  say  willingly  and 
cheerfully  that  I  listened  to  some  of  the  remarks  of 
the  honorable  gentleman,  in  relation  to  the  dangers 
of  institutions  of  either  character,  with  unmixed  de- 
light. I  rejoiced  lo  hear  him  refer  to  the  former  ex- 
pressions of  opinion  of  the  Senator  .from  South 
Carolina  [Mr.  Calhodv]  upon  these  subjects,  and 
to  declare  his  increasing  convictions  in  their  justice  , 
and  truth.  Let  him  continue  to  be  governed  by 
these  opinions  and  feelings,  in  reference  to  these 
matters,  and  he  need  not  make  himself  more  sure 
of  any  thing,  in  the  whole  coarse  of  his  life,  than 
he  may  now  be  of  the  fact  that  I,  and  those  who 
think  and  act  with  me  here,  will  be  found  with  him, 
side  by  side  and  shoulder  to  shoulder,  rendering 
him  our  feeble  aid  and  support  in  any  wars  in  which 
he  may  be  engaged,  in  the  prosecution  of  such 
principles. 

I  have  but  a  single  other  remark,  Mr.  President. 
The  Senator  has  made  repeated  allusion  to  the  time 
I  have  taken  to  prepare  for  the  debate  of  this  day. 
Sir,  I  pretend  to  no  extraordinary  powers  of  intui- 
tion. I  rtquire  preparation  to  address  this  body, 
and  my  great  fault  is  that  I  do  not  sufficiently  pre- 
pare for  so  responsible  a  duty.  Yet  I  must  be 
permitted  to  think  that  such  remarks,  coming  fVom 
that  gentleman,  should  not  have  been  made  with- 
out qualification.  He  may  not  have  known  that 
the  deep  interest  of  a  lafgc  number  of  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Senate,  in  a  measure  depending  before 
the  body,  (the  land  graduation  bill,)  at  the  time 
when  this  debate  was  introduced  by  himself,  in- 
duced me,  and  others,  to  consent  to  postpone  the 
farther  consideration  of  this  matter,  until  that  mea- 
sure could  be  definitively  di.'iposed  of;  but  such 
was  the  fact.  The  Senator  did  know,  however, 
upon  whose  request  the  postponement,  for  the  last 
week,  had  taken  place,  and  I  thought  I  had  a  right 
to  expect  that  he  would  not  have  made  remarks 
calculated  to  charge  that  delay  upon  me. 


SPEECH  OFMR.BYNUM, 

Of  North  Carolina, 
In  the  House  of  ReprteenUAives,  Januanf  — ,  1839—* 
On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Waubnkr  to  be  excused 
from  serving  on  the  investigating  committee  to 
examine  into  the  defalcation  of  Samuel  Swart* 
wout. 

Mr.  BYf^UM  rose  and  said: 

Mr.  Speaker:  I  came  to  the  House  this  morning 
with  little  intention  of  troubling  it  with  any  re- 
marks of  mine  upon  the  subject  under  considera- 
tion, and  but  for  its  extradidinary  character,  and 
the  extraordinary  manner  in  which  this  debate  has 
been  carried  on,  and  the  singularity  and  variety  of 
considerations  which  it  embraces,  I  should  have 
contented  myself  by  letting  it  pass  without  doing 
more  than  f^ivrng  a  silent  vote  on  the  proposition 
before  the  House.  Sir,  I  deem  this  one  of  the  most 
important  question^  that  has  for  years  past  occu* 
pied  the  attention  of  this  House — not  from. the  sim* 
(de  propofiitiai  on  whiefa»  we  are  called  toact;  no  f 
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but  fsom  the  magnitude  of  the  conaeqnences  which, 
if  some  of  the  iatimations  that  have  fallen  in  this 
debate  be  trae,  mast  ensue,  if  it  v^  intended  to 
carry  on  this  investigation  in  good  faith  to  the 
cenntry,  or  if  any  thing  more  is  intended  by  it, 
than  a  political  hoax,  which  it  has  now  become  so 
customary  for  a  certain  parly  to  practise  upon  the 
too  confiding  people,  in  almost  every  nook  and  cor- 
ner of  this  vast  and  growing  Repablic.  The  im- 
mense importance  of  this  investigation,  and  of  the 
manner  in  which  it  should  be  conducted,  arises 
iVom  two  considerations,  entirely  independent  of 
the  professed  and  ostensible  objects  of, those  who 
have  BOW  taken  it  into  hand.  The  propriety  of  in- 
vestigating the  mere  defalcations  of  Swartwout  and 
Price  involves  matters  of  common  occurrence, 
about  which  few,  I  hope,  of  any  party,  will  be 
found  here  or  elsewhere  to  disagree.  That  investi- 
gation should  be  made,  and  in  good  faith  to  the 
public;  and  if  none  other  had  moved  it,  I  should 
have  felt  it  my  duty  to  have  done  it  myself.  Upon 
that  subject  I  have  seen  little  or  no  disagreement 
here  or  elsewhere. 

But  he  had  said  that  there  appeared  now,  from 
the  remarks  of  honorable  gentlemen  ,on  the  other 
side,  two  other  subjects  involved,  of  independent 
consideration  from  the  one  avowed  to  be  the  ob- 
iccl  of  tte  inquiry.  What  were  they?  First, 
sir  is  the  contemplation  of  an  impeachment 
eT  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  as  a  jsor- 
Hicipt  ciinwnM  of  these  defalcations.  He,  sir, 
has  been  marked  in  advance,  and  charged  with 
the  commission  of  crime  that  should  and  must 
brand  him  and  his  family  with  infamy  with  all  pos- 
terity ,if  the  one-hundredth  part  of  the  allegations  and 
bitter  denunciations  that  have  been'made  against  him 
on  this  floor,  within  the  last  few  weeks,  be  true;  and, 
sir,  if  they  be  not  true,  then  I  will  not  say  here 
what  eiecratlon  and  public  indignation  should  await 
the  base  calumniator  and  false  accuser.  I  hope  I 
am  the  last  man  on  earth  who  would  step  between 
the  guilty  criminal  and  the  impending  penalty  of 
the  outraged  laws  of  the  land;  and  should  be 
aqoongst  the  last  to  attempt  to  throw  around  an  of- 
fending guilty  officer,  one  panoply  that  wouM 
shield  and  protect  him  from  the  odium  of  insulted 
justice,  and  immediate  and  deserved  punishment, 
however  ignominious.  If,  then,  these  serious  con- 
siderations are  involved,  which*  none  will  deny, 
what  infuriated  partisan  will  dare  rise  on  this  floor  and 
say  that  this  investigation  should  not  be  conducted 
with  the  strictest  impartiality,  and  that  the  compo- 
sition of  this  committee  should  not  be  made  by 
men  the  most  uncommitted,  disinterested,  and  free 
of  prejudice  against  the  Secretary,  whose  private  as 
well  as  public  character  is  to  be  so  seriously  afleet- 
ed  by  the  result  of  this  investigation? 

The  importance  of  these  facts  surely  cannot  fail  to 
strike  gentlemen  who  feel  an  interest  in  an  impar- 
tial investigation  of  this  matter.  I  would  say  to 
them,  if  they  have  no  regard  for  Levi  Woodbury's 
public  or  private  character,and  are  determined  to  im- 
molate him  in  their  party  rancor,  let  the  innocence 
dr  an  unoffending  private  family  plead  for  the  ob- 
servance of  the  common  forms  of  justice  in  the 
.  prosecution  of  this  trial,  and  commit  their  fortunes 
and  their  fame  not  into  the  hands  of  those,  who 
have  openly  and  publicly  proclaimed  him  already 
guilty,  in  advance,  and  to  establish  which,  they 
have  staked  their  interest  and  their  honor.  I  ap- 
peal to  gentlemen  to  pause,  if  but  for  a  moment, 
m  this  mad  career  of  party  warfare,  and  reflect  upon 
the  stupendous  injustice  that  they  are  about  to  in- 
flict upon  injured  innocence  in  the  blind  and  madden- 
ing pursuit  of  a  victim  for  party  malice.  Let  them 
place  upon  this  committee  no  man  that  has  pre- 
judged the  guilt  or  innocence  of  a  party  to  be  placed 
on  his  trial;  or  if  they  do,  then  1-et  him  have  at 
least  one  friend,  to  be  selected  by  his  friends,  to  see 
that  the  forms  of  justice  have  been  obser%'ed,  if 
the  substance  be  denied. 

I  charge  gsnilemen  who  now,  by  a  strange  com- 
bination, have  obtained  the  power  of  this  Bouse, 
not  to  go  into  this  investigation,  which  is  to  affect 
so  seriously  the  individual  character  of  one  hereto- 
fore uncontamihated  with  reproach,  with  unclean 
hands,  or  with  any  ptedetermined  resolution  to 
convict  whether  there  is  found  innocence  or  guilt. 
The  country  deaiaods  a  lair  aad  aa  impartial  i»ves- 


tigaiien  of  this  matter,  and  not  of  a  partisan  nature; 
not  by  men  whose  own  innocence  or  guile  is  to  be 
d4y>endent,  in  any  way,  on  the  result  of  this  in- 
quiry. No  gentleman  who  has,  in  any  way, 
imbibed  a  prejudice  or  expressed  an  nnfavorable 
opinion,  shoukl  deign  to  act  on  that  committee  for 
a  moment;  nor,  should  any  consideration  induce 
this  House,  under  present  circnmstanees,  to  place 
such  an  one  on  that  cemmlttee.  To  do  it,  air,  would 
be  a  mere  mockery  ef  justice,  and  to  bring  into 
scorn  the  partiality  of  the  whole  invcHtigaCion. 
The  country  does  not  look  for  such  an  inquiry,  nor 
can  it  in  the  least  be  benefitted  by  such  mA  one. 
The  people  have  already  been  harassed  with  re- 
pealed inquiries,  intended  for  party  purposes 
merely,  without  a  single  practical  good  resulting  to 
the  country. 

In  the  second  f  oint  of  view,  the  character  of  this 
committee  is  of  the  first  importance,  as  the  cha> 
acter  of  this  whole  Administration,  in  a  measure, 
will  be  brought  before  them.  Yes,  sir,  an  Admi- 
nistration brought  into  power  by  nearly  two-thirds 
of  the  free  voters  of  the  country,  is  now  about  be- 
ing committed  to  the  hands  of  a  majority  of  a  com- 
mittee, who  are  deadly  hostile  to  the  feeUngs  and 
hcnti meats  of  nearly  two-thirds  of  the  people  of 
this  country — an  effect  produced  by  alUanees, 
the  most  extraordinary,  and  one  which  the  people 
of  this  country  should  never  cease  to  remember. 
The  people  will  learn,  with  no  little  astonishment, 
that  a  Congress,  a  majoi  ity  of  which  they  elected 
supporters  of  this  Administration,  have  been  con- 
verted by  political  management  here,  into  a  dead 
minority.  To  know  where,  and  by  whom  this  re- 
creancy and  treachery  to  their  rights  have  been 
committed,  the  freedom  of  no  people  can  long  en- 
dure, until  a  strict  accountability  is  demanded  and 
had  into  the  conduct  of  those  who  have  presumed 
to  change  their  course  without  consulting  them — 
their  conduct  should  not  be  forgotten. 

The  people  should,  and  will,  I  cannot  entertain  a 
doubt,  demand  of  those  Representatives  of  eeiy  t^ 
(He,  to  know  why  they  have  joined  in  with  the  Op- 
position to  throw  the  Administration  that  theywere 
elected  to  support  into  a  minority.  But,  sir,  be- 
tween them  and  their  constituents  I  shall  not  inter- 
fere. This  last  treachery  only  affords  .additional 
evidence  of  the  incontestable  trnth  of  that  ever  to 
be  remembered  maxim  with  every  friend  of  free- 
dom throughout  the  world:  ''The  price  of  liberty  is 
eternal  vigilance."  With  it,  no  man,  nor  set  of 
men,  should  be  trusted  to  tamper  with  impunity, 
and  those  who  do  it,  have  evermore  acted  on  the 
presumption  that  the  people,  the  friends  of  liberty, 
and  to  whom  its  price  is  beyond  all  value,  are 
credulous,  and  are  easilr  to  be  imposed  on  and 
duped  by  great  professions  of  scorning  to  be  dicta- 
ted to  by  party  and  party  leaders,  of  honesty,  sin- 
cerity and  disinterested  patriotism.  The  world  over, 
and  these  have  been  the  uniform  declarations  and 
professions  of  those  who  have  become  recreant  to 
the  trusts  confided  to  them  by  a  too  generous  con- 
stituency. 

The  Republican  party,  beyend  all  others,  have 
suffered  most  from  this  political  malady.  It  has 
been  their  curse  since  the  earliest  formation  of  this 
Government,  and  has  been  progressive  up  to  the 
present  date,  and  now  even  threatens  the  subver- 
sion of  all  freedom  in  that  Government  under 
which  we  live,  and  have  prospered  se  long  and  so 
gtorionsly. 

One  of  the  greatest  novelties  of  this  investiga- 
tion, as  it  is  proposed  to  be  earned  on  by  ihe  pre- 
•enttfUted  peieers,  is  that  the  majority  of  this  House/ 
the  Representatives  of  the  majority  of  the  people  of 
this  country,  the  whole  of  the  officers  of  the  Go- 
vernment, are  to  be  placed  into  the  hands  of  a 
committee,  a  majority  of  which,  I  might  say 
two-thirds  of  which,  represrat  a  party  th^l 
are  composed  of  the  Representatives  of  a  most 
meagre  minority  of  the  people  of  this  country. 
Here,  sir,  then,  absolutely  for  the  first  time  in  the 
history  of  this  Gtovemmeot,  be  it  said  to  its  im- 
mortal honor,  has  been  the  Utajority  of  this  country 
placed  into  hands  to  be  tried  by  a  minority,  a  thing 
that  should  be  long  recollected  as  the  first  step 
of  a  departure  from  that  fundamental  rule  in  all 
free  Republict,  that  in  all  oases  a  majority  Aall 
oontroU-rfaeta,  01,  thKt  most  ttiihe,  foreibly,  every 


statesman  of  the  waning  and  d^reasing  rrgardhr 
the  sovereign  control  of  the  great  majority  of  tbc 
people,  as  now  entertained  and  evinced  for  the  lim 
time  by  a  certain  parly  in  this  cooatry. 

Sir,  said  Mr.  B.  I  am  glad,  truly  gli4,  tint  it  ii 
so.  I  am  rejoiced  at  this  early  development  of  ^ 
principles  of  a  party  that  has  jost  gained  eoatntlit 
this  Government  I  am  glad  of  the  devclopmeaig 
made  here  of  their  true  characters,  and  of  the  priih 
ciples  upon  which  they  are  to  act  as  a  party.  It  ji 
the  first  earnest  given  of  the  principles  upon  which 
they  are  to  act,  and  on  which  they  are  to  carry  ou 
the  true  doctrines  of  what  is  now  called  the  noden 
Whig  party  and  their  appendages  in  holy  aliianoe. 

It  will  now  be  seen,  most  astounding  as  it  ji^ 
that  the  character  of  this  Adminittratioo,  broogfat 
into  power  by  a  majority  of  the  sdttages  of  the 
freemen  of  this  country,  backed  by  the  eleetios  of 
a  majority  of  Representatives  to  this  Coi^r^ 
have,  by  an  art  not  unfrequently  used  here,  by  a 
oUicnes  to  which  the  people  have  in  no  way  ben  i 
party  nor  instrumental,  now  been  placed  into  thi 
hands  of  a  minority  Opposition,  the  pecaliar  repl^ 
sentaiives  of  all  the  idle,  unproductive  ioteiests  of 
the  entire  nation;  an  augury,  than  vhieh  iwbiai 
could  be  more  portentous  and  alarming  to  the  a( 
vocates  of  productive  industry  and  of  fmdoa 
throughout  the   civilized  world— erineiag,  mi 
clearly,  a  regular  concocted  plan,  to  niy  miaa,  tf 
a  settled,  fixed  system,  which,  in  connectioa  vift 
what  has  Uken  place  elsewhere*  by  this  net  pu^ 
to  usurp,  by  fraud,  deception,  intrigne,  and  to»y 
gem,  the  rights  of  the  majority  of  the  fhesm  «f 
this  country,  and  to  overthrow  that  great  fm^ 
mental  principle  in  all  free  Qovemmeats  of1hi> 
undisputed  right  of  the  majority  to  ooDtrol.    k 
not,  then,  the  course  about  being  pursued  heR,ial- 
on  this  occasion,  perfectly  in  chaiaeter  «iih,  sii 
a  piece  of,  that  well  digested  plah  of  c^ietaiiotf' 
which  has  been  recently  carried  on  elsewhen  If^ 
the  same  party,  to  thwart  the  will  of  the  b^^' 
of  the  great  body  of  the  people  of  this  ooqM 
Does  no  man  see  the  kindred  rdationship  dm 
step  to  others  of  recent  datel  Sir,  ia  my  jodgartf 


nitude  and  importance  of  the  appointmestofai 
impartial,  and  unprejudiced  committee,  with  • 
respect  to  the  feelings  of  a  majority  of  this  » 
and  the  country,  and  with  hands  unsuiaed  il 
any  preconceived  opinions  of  the  guilt  or  aj 
cence  of  any  man  or  set  of  men.  Upon.lh»  «• 
jeet,  this  Honse  has  a  lesson  I    WUl  it  b«*^«« 

In  the  next  place,  will  it  be  forgottenthaithepj 
pie  of  this  nation  have  but  just  returned  »  ■ 
Congress  a  majority  of  ReprcsentaiiveSjfroai  ww 
to  twenly-five,  in  favor  of  the  present  Adt" 
tion,  who  professed  to  be  Democrats  and 
licans  when  elected,  and  pledged  tbemselvesto 
support  of  the  present  Republican  AdmisjariM 
Can  the  opinions  of  the  majority  of  the  pepp" 
Representatives,  or  the '  opinions  of  a  majanV 
the  pe<^le  themselves  be  fairly  represented  oa  I 
committee,  when  it  is  known  that  a  mtfxm 
ready  elected  on  it,  belong  to  the  minori^*" 
House,  and  who  represent  a  most  meagre  iwiij 
out  of  ill  Do  gentlemen  not  see  the  cit«**J 
composition  and  character  that  they  •'•**?'! 
give  to  that  committee — about  did  I  s^— ^w*l 

have  already  given  to  it,  and  whidi  mwf 

with  saspicion  their  whole  proceedings  with  «i 
friend  of  popular  rightsi  < 

Sir,  the  coramiliee  themselves  shouM  pMJJJ 
fore  they  take  it  upon  themselves  to  act  nBdcM 
circumstances.  For  this  reason,  then,  I  haw 
if  you  would  have  the  report  of  this  co 
produce  a  salutary  eHect,  give  16  a  fair 
composed  of  unbiased',  uncommitted  1 
favor  of  the  guilt  or  innocence  of  any  i 
and  whose  interest  nor  honor  is  at  stake,  «> 
or  acquit  any  man?  Without  such  a  eMBJ 
your  investigation  will  be  amere/sree, ■"** 
consider  it  a  mere  mockery  of  iusu<«, »»»« 
bunt  after   party  calumny   and  derrseWi: 

•  See  the  conduit  of  the  party  and  iheir  iM 
at  usurpation  in  Peniisylva&ia,  New  J«Wr  * 
,  Illin<ffs. 


Jvh  iM9. 


AtFENBIX  TO  THE  CONQ&ESSIOt^AL  GLOIAE. 


«5 


25th  Cokg......3d  Sbs8. 


Swart wout  Def af cation -^Mr.  Bynurn. 


H.  of  Reps. 


to  "wliiUwaAt^  bat  to  **  hUietwath^^  ibc  indiW- 
(loaii;  and  ihe  party  to  vbom  a  majority  of  that 
committee  is  opposed.     Can  any  thing  be  more 
i^renil  If  we  woald  ha?e  an  eye  singly  fixed 
vpoQ  the  pabli6  interests,  with  a  view  to  investi- 
pte  this  transaction  for  the  benefit  of  the  country, 
lod  the  eoDQtry  alone,  the  composition  of  this 
eommittee  shonld  be  made  of  the  most  impartial, 
Qopnjadicfd,    and     unexceptionable    materials. 
Sr,  I  warn    those  who    now,    for    the    first 
time,  bare    gained    the    power   in  this    House 
hf  the  aid  ef  the  **  secret  hattot^^^   not  to^com- 
Dit  in  open  day,  in  the  face  of  the  world,  that 
hideoos,  immng,  and  blackest  of  crimes,  of  select- 
ing a  comcnittee  themselves,  composed  of  a  ma- 
jority of  their  own  friends-ra  thing  that  they  have 
coQsoned  so  much  of  the  important  time  of  this 
House  h  denonncing  and  stigmatizing,  as  a  species 
of  iaToritism,  corrnption  and  prostitution,  preg- 
Motviifa .a  degree  of  partiality  and  injustice  that 
Med  all  scrutiny  into  the  malpractices  of  this  Go- 
leniaefft.    I  charge  them,  in  the  face  of  this 
House,  in  the  face  of  this  country,  not  to  let  their 
int  aet,  after  obtaining  power,  be  imbued  with 
illibecrime  and  odium  which  they  hav«  so  elo- 
qneatly  atuu^ed  to  it  when   committed  by   the 
Sepithliean  party  in  this  House.    I  chaise  them,  if 
flicj  hare  yet  left  one  sentiment  of  respect  for  the 
lUelli^ce  and  good  sense  of  the  people  of  this 
i  MDtrf ,  not  to  let  their  first  act  be  guilty,  and  con- 
;Tiet  them  of  this  black  and  damning  sin,  about 
\  ihleh  they  have  been  S9  clanu>rous,  and  which  itf 
I  ki  ken  their  daily  vocation,  since  the  organiza- 
I  tin  of  their  party,  to  hold  up  and  denounce  as  an 
I  m  of  most  crying  injustice,  and  monstrous  corrup- 
[Ibb.   I  chaige  them  not  to  treat  with  such  disre- 
^9eet  the  good  seftse  and  recollection  of  the  people 
1^  this  country. 

I  charge  them  not  to  let  this  people  demand  of 
^te  to  know,  why  it  is  a  virtue  in  one  party  in 
^Ib  eoonlry  to  T^ommit  an  act,  which  it  is  prostitu- 
'^corraption,  and  profligacy,  when  committed 
anothert— why  it  is  that  individuals  or  parties 
r  before  them,  and  denounce  that  in  others 
they  applaud,  as  the  highest  praise,  the 
lission  of  by  themselves?  And  I  charge  gen* 
I,  in  the  name  of  our  common  country,  in 
of  that  liberty  which  we  all  profess  so 
to  love,  not  to  presume  too  much  upon  their 
of  misrepresentation  and  stultification  of  the 
intelligent  and  unbiased  freemen  of  my 

C^all  the  parties  that  have  heretofore  existed  in 
,  b  coaniry,  that  of  the  Whig,  now  so  called, 
^Id  be  the  lastio  resist  and  refuse  the  appoint- 
W,  in  this  ^ouse,  of  a  liberal  and  impartial 
kfemittee  to  investigate  any  subject,  and  more 
bffcnlarly  the  present.  The  least  variation  from 
mrictest  impartiality,  and  the  greatest  liberality, 
at  war  with  every  profession  and  declaration 
it  they  have  made  for  years,  both  in  and  out  of 
il  Hoose. .  Sjr,  with  them  to  presume  the  con- 
K7,  consistency  woald  cease  to  be  a  virtue,  and 
leerily  of  profession  a  damnable  hetenxfox.  But 
fv shall  thj5  party  appear?  How  shall  the  world 
ke  them,  when  it  is  made  evident,  that  the  very 
tact  committed  by  them,  afier  acquiring  power, 
9f  win  be  found  in  opposition  to  all  that  they 
ft  said  and  written  on  this  sabject,  ever  since 
eonstiiution  of  this  mongrel  parly?  What  shall 
.%orid  say,  when  their  very  first  act  is  made  to 

t    the [    will    not    say    what,    but    will 

Mt  by  a  milder  name,  the  oAost  palpable  contra- 
tnn,  and  open  lalsiflcation,  of  every  profession 
teeerity  that  they  have  heretofore,  with  such 
ISgalit^,  made  to  the  American  peop'e. 
■**"*,  sir,  let  facts-  speak  to  an  impartial  and 
t  world,  and  I  invoke  all  .attention,  that 
may  be  lost,  that  jostice  may  amply  be 
tf  to  all  whom  it  may  concern.  Here  are 
iitibns  adopted  to  raise  a  committee  of  nine 
ibeiB  to  efifect  an  in  {vestigation  of  a  transaa- 
, 'deeply  imbued  with  fraud,  as  it  is  alleged, 
;  la  which  not  only  your  Secretary  of  the  Trca- 
I  hot  the  whole  character  of  this  Administra- 
is' involved. 

bis  charge  has  been  a^ain  and  again  made,  and 
Mted  upon  ^is  floor;  the  charge  has  been  met, 
|ral  iin^llm|  t6  go  into  ihviiivesiigation,  aad 


to  ferret  Kut  what  of  fraud  atid  corruption  it  is  in 
the  power  of  the  -comrniiiee  in  «*ood  faith  to  efl*ect. 
I  have  before  said  that  the  Administration  party, 
or  Republican  party,  representing  a  majority  of 
the  people  of  this  country,  have  at  least  a  ma- 
jority of  some  fifteen  or  twenty-five  of  the  Re- 
presentatives of  this  lx)dy,  including  the  Conserva- 
tives; all  of  whom,  he  believed,'  had  been  elected 
as  friends  to  this  Administration.  Yet  strange  to 
tell,  already,  by  virtae  of  the  ^*$eeret  baUet,^^  had 
there  been  elected  on  this  committee,  Messrs.  Ctra- 
Tis,  Harlan,  Wise,  Dawson,  Smith,  and  Hopkins; 
four  Whigs,  two  Conservative,  all  of  whom,  judg- 
ing from  their  course  here,  are  as  deadly  hostile  to 
all  that  is  connected  with  this  Administration,  as 
they  are  to  the  monarchy  of  Great  Britain.  Now, 
sir,  the  Whig  party,  "a//  <oW<"  have,  on  this  floor, 
from  105  to  1 10  Representatives  of  the  242.  The 
Republicans  have  from  112  to  118.  The  Conserva- 
tives have  from  10  to  12  Representatives  in  this 
House,  just  enough  to  give  the  Whigs  a  small  ma- 
majority,  whenever  it'becomes  their  interest  to  do  so. 
Here  is  the  true  position  of  parties,  and  what  is  the 
aspect  before  us?  XiCt  the  country  note  it.  Already 
have  the  Whigs,  who  comprise  both  a  minority 
of  the  Representatives  of  this  House,  and  a  minori- 
ty of  the  people  of  this  country,  taken  care  of  them- 
selves, and  wrested  the  power  from  the  majority, 
both  in  the  House  and  out  of  it,  and  placed  on  the 
committee  four  of  the  nine  of  their  own  members, 
and  for  services  rendered,  gave  to  the  Conserva- 
tives two  already  of  the  nine  to  represent  their  ten 
or  twelve  on  this  floor,*onc  of  whom,  however,  is  as 
much  of  a  Whig,  an^  as  deadly  hostile  to  the  Ad- 
ministration, as  any  member  of  the  Whig  party  in 
or  out  of  this  House;  thus  securing  to  themselves, 
by  the  alliance,  a-  dead  majority  on  the  com- 
mittee, alihoagh  representing  both  a  mino- 
rity in  the  House  and  out  of  it.  .Yoio  all  this  is 
no  parHtUUy,  gentleman,  nothing  like  it;  and  though 
you  represent  but  &  minority  of  the  people  of  this 
country,  and  the  majority  of  the  committee  repre- 
sent the  minority  of  this  House,  I  give  you  the 
greatest-  credit  for  your  ingenuity,  your  tact,  and 
your  management;  you  deserve  most  richly  a  betp 
ter  cause.  But,  Mr.  Speaker,  in  ail  good  con- 
science, what  will  the  world  say  in  all  future  time 
of  the  frankness  and  sincerety  of  the  professions 
and  purity  of  a  parly,  who,  by  their  first  act, 
after  obtaining  power,  have  committed  the 
very  despicable  crime,  that  they  have  so 
long  been  wont  to  charge  home  upon  their 
opponents,  of  being  of  the  deepest  die, 
and  fraught  with  every  species  of  corruption  that 
was  alarmipg  and  appalling  to  the  rights  of  free^ 
men?  What  will  ibey  say  at  the  display  of  such 
tact,  management,  and  ingenuity,  at  the  expense 
of  every  profession  of  sincerity  and  political 
honesty?  How  will  the  worid  regard  thtir  clamor, 
in  all  time  to  come,  about  partiality,  trick,  strata- 
gem, and  intrigue?  What  have  they  done  in 
regard  to  this  committee  but  the  very  thing  that 
they  have  so  long  denounced  you,  Mr.  Speaker, 
and  the  whole  Republican  parly,  for  doing?  Sir, 
did  I  say  it  was  the  very  thin|:  for  which  they  de- 
nounced you  and  the  Republican  party?  I  beg 
pardon,  I  will  show  it  to  be  infinitely  worse;  yes, 
sir,  worse,  and  which,  sir,  will  place  your  conduct 
in  that  chair  in  a  most  enviable  light.  Can  they 
possibly  think  that  we  do  not  see  ..the  covert 
object*  of  this  Janus-faced  movement  for  an 
election  by  secret  ballot?  Do  they  think  that  their 
craft  can  forever  protect  and  shield  them  from  de- 
tection and  exposure?  Do  they  think  that  the 
people  are  so  blind  and  stupid,  as  not  to  see  through 
their  double  object  in  wresting  from  the  Speaker  of 
the  House  the  power  of  appointment  of  a  commit- 
tee at  this  time?  De  they  think  that  we  are  not 
aware  of  the  reflection  upon  both  the  Integrity  and 
capacity  of  the  majority  of  this  House,  who  have 
placed  yon,  sir,  in  that  seat?  And  do  they  suppose 
that  we  are  not  aware  of  another,  and  a  still  greater 
object  that  this  puriiy  party  have  in  view  by  this 
very  reflection,  and  which  is  at  the  bottom  of  much 
of  this  movement?  Is  it,  f>ir,  to  affect  you,  in  a 
certain  State,  before  whose  Democratic  Republican 
freemen  your  name  is  now  held  np  for  a  most  pro- 
minent station?  Is  it  expected  by  such  hoeo  poco, 
craJtko9dmoYtmaiis  here,  that thi  Republican  free* 


men  of  that  distinguished  State  are  to  be  doped  and 
hoodwinked  and  led  up  to  the  sacrifice  and  iromo- 
Uiion  of  one  of  her  own  sonsi,  who  has  distinguish- 
ed himself  so  much  in  his  advocacy  of  the  agri- 
cultural, planting  and  prednctive  interests  of  the 
State,  against  the  unproductive,  impoverishing  mo- 
nopolies  that  have  every  where  so  marred  and 
blighted  the  prosperity  of  our  country?  Let  me  en- 
treat them  to  respect  more  the  intelliffence,  sagaci- 
ty and  practical  understanding  of  the  farmers  and 
the  productive,  laboring  men  of  my  country.  Your 
enemies  have  in  this  done  you  an  act  of  justice,  that 
must  exalt  you  far  beyond  any  thing  that  your 
friends  could  have  done  for  you.  They  hav^ 
shown,  after  all  the  hue  and  cry  ret  op  against 
you,  and  the  unmeasured  tirade  of  abuse  which 
they  have  levelled  against  you,  that  they,  they,  sir, 
by  their  first  act  after  obtaining  power,  have 
sanctioned  your  conduct  to  the  fullest  extent; 
nay,  more,  they  have  gone  far  beyond  ft. 
You  gave  to  the  majority  of  the  Representatives  in 
this  House,  and,  consequently,  a  majority  of  the 
people  of  the  country,  only  a  majority  on  the  seve- 
ral important  committees,  in  conformitv  with  eveify 
Republican  U5;age  and  praclice  since  the  organiza- 
tion of  constitutional  governments,  that  had  for  its 
basis  the  control  of  a  majority  of  the  people.  This 
was  your  crime,  and  was  the  corrupting  criifte  of 
the  party  to  which  you  belonged,  and  for  which 
you  have  been  almost  daily  threatened,  on  this 
floor,  with  a  political  guillotine.  But  what  have 
your  enemies  done?  They  have  taken  it  upon  them- 
selves, not  to  place  on  a  committee  a  majority  to 
represent  a  majority  of  the  members  of  this  House 
not  a  majority  to  represent  a  majority  of  the  peo- 
ple of  this  country,  but,  worse  than  all,  they 
have  placed  on  the  committee  a  majority  of  those 
who  represent  both  a  minority  on  this  floor,  and  a 
minority  of  the  people  of  this  country;  and,  by  this 
means,  have  given  the  Representatives  of  a  minori- 
ty, both  of  the  people  and  Representatives  in 
this  House,  the  power  to  try  and  condemn, 
in  the  committee,  the  majority;  a  thing 
perfectly  anomalous  in  all  free  governments; 
inconsistent  with  every  principle  of  Democratic 
Republicanism,  as  abhorrent  with  every  doctrii^e 
of  equality  and  common  justice,  and  one  which,  if 
it  had  been  committed  by  any  Speaker  of  the  Re- 
publican or  Democratic  party,  would  have  been 
rung,  trumpet  tongnted,  throui?h  every  cabin,  shan- 
tee,  village,  and  hamlet  beyond  the  mountains. 
What  a  wonderful  regard  is  here  shown  for  the  opi- 
nions, the  feelings,  and  the  Interests  of  the  majority 
of  the  freemen  of  this  country,  in  the  very  first  afet 
of  a  party  after  obtaining  power!  What  a  commen- 
tary d.^s  it  not  furnish  to  their  future  course,  should 
they  retain  the  power  that  they  have  seized  on  by 
this  »*fto/y  alliance;^''  a  power  not  given  by  the  majo- 
rity of  the  people,  nor  even  contemplated  to  have  been 
given,  but  which  they  have  obtained  by  a  coalition, 
in  defiance  of  the  will  or  wishes  of  that  people,  as 
expressed  through  their  Representatives. 

But,  Mr.  Speaker,  this  is  far  from  being  all;  the 
worst  is  to  come  yet.  I  believe  it  has  been  cus- 
tomary in  this  House,  since  I  have  been  honored 
with  a  seat  on  this  floor,  when  important  commit- 
tees were  to  be  appointed,  for  the  Speaker  to  re- 
ceive suggestions  and  recommendations  ofpartico- 
lar  gentlemen,  from  both  parties  in  this  House,  of 
such  gentlemen  as  ihry  desired  to  be  placed  on  such 
committees;  and  such  sn25csiions  have,  at  all  times, 
received  the  most  favorable  consideration;  and  I  do 
not  know  of  a  single  inst^^nce  where  the  present 
Spf»nker  or  his  predecessors  have  not  jielded  lo 
such  suggestions.  In  the  appointment  of  all  our 
important  committees,  by  both  our  present  and  for- 
mer Speakers,  each  party  has  been  generally  repre- 
sented by  its  ablest  members.  This,  in  all  fairness, 
is  all  that  we  now  ask.  Will  this  new  coalition  of 
Whigs  and  ConseivativeF,  now  the  majority  of  this 
House,  dare  to  disuirb  this  s^alutary  usage,  and,  for 
the  first  tim*»,  depart  from  its  !( ng  acquiesced  In 
propriety,  from  which  I  have  heard  as  yet  not  of  a 
single  act  of  deviation?  Thi^,  however,  has  not 
been  considered  by  the  Whig  party  liberal  enough 
for  them;  their  complaints  have  continued  unceas- 
ingly, until  they  hav*  gained  power  by  aid  of  the 
alliance  and  their  secret  ballot;  and  what  have  they 
done-<-chetr  first  act,  too?  Mark  that.   •  *   •   •  *«'- 
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lliej  have  BOt  only  selected  a  majority  of  the 
Gommitlee  from  a  minority  of  the  House,  and  who 
npreseni  a  minority  of  the  freemen  of  the  coantry, 
bat,  contrary  to  every  principle  of  liberality  here- 
tofore practised  by  the  Speaker,  of  placing  on  the 
committees  sach  as  the  minority  party  might  de- 
sire, they  have  denied,  and  persist  in  refusing  to 
give  to  the  majority,  even  of  the  House,  and  ihe 
majority  of  the  country,  one  single  man  that  they 
desire  to  be  placed  on  ihat  committee  to  represent 
the  majority  of  both  the  House  and  the  country. 
A  step  taken,  sir,  a  little  beyond  any  thing  here- 
tofore known  in  this  Government  of  freemen, 
since  the  foundation  of  our  flree  Republic.  Yes, 
sir,  they  are  now  endcavonng  to  force  on  the  com- 
mittee a  small  minority  of  members  to  represent  the 
majority,  who  do  not  wish  to  act  themselves,  and 
who  are  not  the  choice  of  the  majority  whom  they 
are  to  represent  as  a  party.  They  have  refused,  as 
a  party*  to  vote  to  place  a  single  man  on  the  com- 
mittee that  has  been  selected  to  be  placed  on  it  by 
the  Republican  party,  whom  they  are  to  represent, 
and  are  now  determined,  aAer  having  elected  a 
majority  of  the  committee,  from  their  own  minori- 
ty of  the  House  and  the  country,  imbued  with  all 
their  precommittals  and  prejudgments,  as  open!y 
pronoimctd  on  this  floor,  to  select  such  of  the  re- 
mainder of  the  committee,  as  they  may  think  dis- 
inclined, and  too  inefficient  to  do  justice  to  the 
parties  concerned — the  Republican  party,  or  the 
coantry  at  large — displaying  a  species  of  pertinacity 
and  arbitrary  rule,  heretofore  unknown  to  the  bet- 
ter days  of  this  Republic.  Evincing  a  disposition 
for,  and  a  determination  in  the  exercise  of  arbitra- 
ry power,  that  is  without  a  parallel  in  the  annals  of 
free  Republican  Governments.  They  have  not 
been  contented  in  getting  and  selecting  their  own 
men,  and  a  majority,  too,  though  themselves  in  a 
minority,  but  are  determined  to  select  for  us  ours, 
in  the  very  face  of  our  remonstrances  against  the 
justice  of  such  a  selection;  and  attempt  to  force 
men  upon  Uie  committee  to  represent  us,  against 
oar  will  or  wishes;  and  all  this  done  too,  sir,  by  a 
party  heretofore  clamorous  against  you,  and  the 
majority  of  this  House,  for  the  use  of  arbitrary 
power.  Merciful  God!  What  a  lesson  on  the 
beauties  of  hypocrisy  and  consistency  here,  are 
wetaaght 

Look,  sir,  at  thecompa^iiiion  of  the  committee,  as 
already  formed— six  out  of  nine  deadly  hostile  to 
every  principle,  opinion,  feeling,  and  interest  of  the 
fiiepablican  party,  though  soma  may  profess  a  little 
friendship  for  it,  (perhaps  to  make  things  easy  al 
hmit)  and  the  remaining  three,  it  is  obstinately  op- 
posed to  be  given  to  the  majority,  to  be  composed 
of  snch  men,  as  in  whose  abilities  and  political  in- 
tegrity they  entertain  the  highest  regard,  and  would 
choose  to  trnst  on  such  an  occasion.  Here,  sir,  is 
a  bright  specimen  of  the  fairness,  purity,  impar- 
tiality, and  disinterestedness  of  this  immaculate 
party,  who  were  wont  to  sicken  with  disgust  and 
nanciate  at  the  very  name  of  corruption  and  foul 
play  in  politics.  History  will  do  them  jusliee  for 
their  purity  and  the  honesty  of  their  professions, 
and  posterity  should  not  fail  to  award  to  them  a 
crown,  more  durable  than  brass,  for  so  eagerly  em- 
bracing that  partiality  and  corruption  which  they 
have  80  bitterly  denounced,  when  charged  to  be 
practised  in  the  worst  degree -by  others.  Let  not 
those  gentlemen  deceive  themselves,  in  the  powers 
oftheir  splendid  talents,  in  making  all  to  glisten 
that  does  not  shine.  Let  them  not  presume  too 
mnch  apon  their  power  of  panie-makingf  and  to 
alarm  the  weak  and  the  ignorant  against  their  Go- 
vernment, beeaase  they  themselves  cannot  rule  it, 
nor  their  powers  of  eloquence  and  declamation  to 
bewilder  and  stultify  the  popular  sense  and  moral 
feelings  of  the  hardy  yeomanry  and  people  of  this 
coantry.  The  Republican  party  have  only  aslied 
to  place  on  this  committee  such  men  as  they  can 
lely  on,  if  but  two  or  three,  with  such  talents  and 
qualifications  as  will  enable  them  to  do  justice  to 
the  majority  of  this  House,  to  the  Administration, 
and  to  a  majority  of  the  people  of  this  country, 
and,  sir,  this  they  arc  denied. 

llie  Whig  party  are  determined,  then,  to  have 
the  entire  control  of  this  whole  investigation,  the 
entire  game  in  their  own  hands,  to  be  conducted  in 
tbttr  own  way,  with  the  Conservativca  to  protect 


their  friend  Swartwout,  and  to  thro\v,  no  deubt,  if 
possible,  ihft  entire  blame  on  the  General  Govern- 
ment. From  every  iiidication  yet  elici'ed,  little,  in 
my  judgment,  is  to  be  expected  from  that  commit- 
tee, but  a  roost  partisan  investigation  and  criminat- 
ing report.  H  would  be  discreditable  to  the  decla- 
rations of  individuals,  as  already  expressed  on  this 
Moor,  to  believe  the  contrary;  yet  these  have  been 
the  very  first  iiidividuals  to  be  nlacedonthe  commit- 
tee by  their  party,  with  what  degree  offairnesS'  and 
impartiali'y  the  intelligent  freemen  of  this  country 
trill  decide. 

Sir,  I  have  heard  much  of  the  celebrated  investi- 
gation of  the  United  States  Bsnk,  and  the  far-iamed 
committee  universally  known  as  the  ''whitewash 
committee;"  but  if  this  does  not  turn  out  to  be  a 
blackwash  cemmiMec,  then  am  1  no  prophet,  nor  the 
son  of  a  prophet. 

[Here  Mr.  Wise  rose,  and,  was  understood  to 
say,  he  demanded  an  explanation.  He  wished  to 
know  whether  the  gentleman  meant  to  say  the  com- 
mittee would  intentionally  mh  epresent  what  was 
true,  or  say  what  was  not  true?  and  whether  Mr. 
W.  as  one  ef  the  members,  had  ever  done,  or  would 
do  so7] 

Mr.  Btnum  continued  and  said,  were  he  not  dis- 
posed, of  his  ewn  accord,  to  do  all  that  was  fair  on 
the  occasion,  he  should  disdain  to  answer  any  in- 
quiry; but  he  was  determined  to  look  to  the  condi- 
tion of  the  country,  and  the  situation  of  the  parly 
with  which  be  had  the  honor  to  act.  He  had  no- 
thing to  do  with  the  gentleman  from  Vii^ginia  as  an 
individual  there.  He  should  'scorn  to  answer  any 
quegtion  which  required  him  to  select  that  gentle- 
man or  any  other  fiom  the  rest  of  the  committee. 
He  confessed  that  there  were  some  gentlemen  on 
the  committee  for  whom  he  had  the  highest  respect 
and  personal  regard,  but  was  free  to  confess  that 
there  were  others  for  whom  he  had  little  or  none. 
The  demand  of  the  kind  which  had  been  made, 
however,  would,  of  itself,  prevent  his  expressing 
any  opinions  of  individuals. 

[Mr.  Wise  still  insisted.  The  gentleman  had 
made  some  exceptions.  Did  he  mean  to  designate 
him?] 

Mr.  B.  said,  if  ihe  gentlemen  wislied'  to  put 
questions  to  him,  he  had  better  wait  until  he  had 
concluded.  He  could  aa^sure  the  gentleman  that 
the  scorpion  rod  he  had  so  /requently  attempted  to 
wield  over  that  House,  had  no  terrors  for  him;  nor 
would  it  have,  were  he  a  thousand  times  more  ter- 
rific than  he  would  have  the  world .  believe  him  to 
be.  Would  he  now  attempt  to  force  gentlemen  to 
say  that  they  did  not  believe  his  former  declarations, 
as  made  on  that  floor,  as  to  the  guili  or  innocence 
of  certain  isdividuals?  The  gentleman  himself 
might  have  believed  them — might  have  made  them 
in  good  faith  at  the  time.  He  should  not  under- 
take to  decide  upon  his  motives  or  sincerity.  He 
had  no  explanations  to  make  to  that  gentleman. 

Mr.  B.  continued:  he  thought  he  had  now  shown 
most  clearly  the  extraordinary  dilemma  and  awk- 
ward predicament  in  which  this  purify  party  had 
fallen,  by  the  singular  course  they  had  taken  on 
the  present  occasion.  He  thought  he  had  shown 
most  conclusively,  and  placed  far  beyond  all  future 
cavil  forever  hereafter,  the  hollow  pretences  of 
that  party  to  fairness,  liberality  and  impartiality. 
It  was  impossible,  it  appeared  to  him,  that  they 
could  ever  hear  agiin  these  sacred  words  mention- 
ed, without  a  crimson  blush  of  shame  arising  on 
their  cheek. 

With  Aese  general  remarks,  said  he,  I  will  now 
proceed  to  notice  what  has  fallen  from  several  gen- 
tlemen in  relation  to  this  subject,  as  declared  on 
the  floor  of  Congress,  aud  which  I  confess  I  Ifeard 
with  no  little  astonishment.  Astonished,  sir,  be- 
cause I  heard  it  declared  on  the  fioor  of  this  House, 
by  a  Represenutive  in  Congress,  who,  it  should  be 
presumed,  would  declare  nothing  here  that  he  wi^s 
not  prepared  with  the  proof  to  substantiate;  to 
become  the  common  re  viler  and  calumniator  of 
those  whose  virtues  and  long  tried  services  have 
recommended  them  to  higher  places  than  our  own, 
has  become  a  practice,  sir,  of  this  House,  little  less 
derogatory  to  the  standing  of  a  member  of  Con- 
gress, than  it  is  disrepatable  to  the  councila  of  a 
great  nation  of  freemen,  of  which  it  has  heretofoirc 
been  oar  pride  and  oar  pleasare  to  boasu     Nor 


would  I  be  considered  amongst  those  who  vould 
throw  the  least  obstacle  in  the  way  (>f  the  vrictest 
scrutiny  into  the  conduct  of  pubUc  officers  occopy. 
ing  high  places.  1  consider  them  amesable  to  the  ^ 
Representatives  and  to  the  people  for  the  faithfoi 
discharge  of  the  high  trust  that  has  been  oo&fided 
to  them,  and  shall  ever  be  for  holding  them  to  iha 
strictest  accountability.  But,  sir,  while  1  would  do  ! 
that,  though  not  a  member  of  the  "deceoej  paitj,"  i 
I  hope  I  shall  never,  on  this  floor,  lose  a  proper  it-  ! 
spect  for  the  offices  of  my  Qovemment,  if  I  gboQid 
retain  none  for  the  occupant.  A  becoming  re* 
spect,  sir,  for  the  6rovernment  of  my  nation,  and  a 
respect  due  to  our  beloved  country,  khoold  forbid 
iu  Continue  your  abuse  and  calumny  and  detrac- 
tion of  all  in  the  higher  offices  of  your  Govem- 
ment,  and  you  level  to  the  very  earth  the  most  ex- 
alted stations,  to  which  it  should  be  the  pride  and 
laudable  ambition  of  evcryjl  freeman  to  aipite,  as 
the  meed  of  merit  and  the  greatest  reward  of  ihe 
most  illustrious  deeds  that  freemen  can  coarcr. 
Sir,  continue  to  degrade  and  disgrace  every  office 
and  oflScer  in  your  0)veramcnt,  and  what  saga- 
cious statesman  is  iherc  amongst  us,  that  oq  not 
easily  foresee  the  di>^astrous  results  and  dovnvaid 
tendency  iiito  which  our  whole  political  fabfie 
must  soon  tumble? 

All  free  Governments  are  basid  alone  tipea 
opinion,  and  when,  from  constant  abosv  and  d^ 
gradation  uf  the  offices  and  officers  of  a  Goretn-  j 
ment,  public  opinion  becomes  infected  and  lo«sa ; 
proper  respect  for  the  Qoveruraent  itself,  vhtf 
must  naturally  follow  but  a  change  of  the  wfack 
system,  and  a  speedy  resort  to  some  other  for  v\/A 
they  may  have  a  greater  respect?    And  is  this  the 
-true  object  of  your  indiscriniipale  abuse  oT  ail ik' 
officers  of  this  free  Government?    I  believe  late 
sincerity  of  my  heart  it  is  the  true  secret  and  sob 
object  of  many.     But  we  are  told  that  these  deto^ 
ciations  arie  not  directed  against  the  offices,  bat; 
against  the  officers  who  fill  them.    Now,  sir,  ihaij 
is  a  certain  principle    in  metaphysics  which  hii{ 
ever  proven  the  irresistibility  and  inflaenoc  of  tki! 
power  o(  association.     Keep  up  yonr  constant  d> 
grad'\tion  of  your  officers  occupying  high  plici^ 
and  how  long,  from  this  very  power  of  assooalir 
before  you  imbibe,  and  induce  others  to  do 
impercepibly  often,  the  greatest  coDt.^mpt  (« ' 
offices  themselves,  aud  which  offices  alone  r 
tute  the  dfovernment  itselr?    Who  are  so 
then,  as  not  to  see  the  deadiy  Wow,  in  all 
indi.scriminate  calumny,   abuse,    an.1  detra 
aimed  at  the  very  stability  and  existeacerf 
present  system  of  this^  our  free  Republican  fomi 
Government? 

Who  IS  there  so  blind  as  cannot  »»  the 
that  such  a  course  at  once  threatens  to  thedi 
ty  and  permanency  of  the  pre.sent  sjstem  of 
free    Republican    Government?    And  with" 
pride  such  a  course  here  mu'^t  be  hailed  thi 
the  world,  by  the  implacable  enemies  of  all 
Governments?    With  what  cheering  hope*  Uj 
inspire  the  great  enemies  of  our  freedom,  hoA 
home  and  abroad?    Sir,   these  are  sabjecu  rf 
greatest  moment  and    high   consideration  to  1 
philosophical  statesman,  who  reflects  upon  thed 
tiny  of  empires,  and  the  fate  of  Republics;  m 
no  man  blind  himself  to  the  lessons  of  eiy«i 
which  the  history  of  fallen  nations  shonWtejd 
upon  these  absorbing  sabjects.    Then,  how  m 
any  man,  who  professes  a  becoming  regariw 
€krvemment  and  the  institutions  under  ww 
lives,  justify  himself  in  i  ising  here  from  w 
and  pronouncing  one  of  the  first  officers  in 
vernment  "a  corrupt  pander  of  power;  *hci 
en'mintaof  a  hundrod  defalcations,**  wilW 
safety  of  the  Republic  demanded  it;  and  k 
then  proof  at  hand  to  establish  so  fool  ad 
beyond  the  power  of  cavil  or  contradiction 
gentlemen  prepared  with  their  proofe  to  ^ 
these  chairges,  or,  if  they  fail,  are  they  pr 
meet  their   constituents    and   defend  I 
against  the  charge  of  uttering  the  foulest 
merely  for  the  gratification  of  the  bladnrt 
spleen  and  party  malice?    What  eigoaed  ^ 
American  people,  (those  who  are  now  not  ^ 
for  revolution  anid  plander,)  receive  as  a  ^ 
tion  of  snch  a  courset    Arc  gentlemen  a«*«j 
high  and  kwM  xeaponsihajty  that  iter  *^1 
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belcbiDg  forth  this  indisciiminate  calamny  and 
abase  agaiDst  almost  every  high  officer  in  yoar  Gk>- 
Ttrnmeot,  whether  placed  in  office  by  the  people 
tbeffiselveii,  or  by  the  Exeeative  depanmeDt,  who 
himself  is  a  mere  servant  of  the  people,  and  whose 
ntatest  crime  it  is,  with  some,  to  have  been  an  ob- 
j«et  of  the  people's  choice. 

[Here  Mr.  Prbntiss,  from  Mississippi,  rose  and 
aitked,if  the  genlleman  had  alladed  to  him,  or  to 
whtt  he  had  said  on  a  former  oecasion  in  relation 
to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

Mr.  Btnuh.  I  do  allude  to  what  the  gentleman 
from  Mississippi  said  on  a  former  accasion,  as  I 
then  wrote  it  down  and  understood  it,  and  have  it 
now  before  me. 
Mr.  Prbntiss.  Then,  sir,  I  wish  to  explain. 
Mr.  Btndm.  Certainly,  sir,  for  I  should  be  ez- 
etetlingly  sorry  to  do  any  act  of  injustice  to  that 
gentleman,  or  any  other  on  this  floor. 

Mr.  Prbntiss  was  understood  to  say  that  he 
hid  said,  in  his  previous  remarks,  that  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  was  the  ptriiufi  cHmMis  of  a 
hradred  defalcations,  as  it  vr&  shown  in  his  report 
to  Congress;  that  he  had  particularly  examined  the 
report,  and  bad  found  in  it  that  number  of  defalca- 
tioBS,  or  more,  but  that  he  kntw  tkem  not,  of  his 
wn  himltigt^  in  any  other  way;  that  was  the  evi- 
dence on  i»hich  he  relied,  and  was  prepared  to 
show  if  necessary. 

Mr.  Btnvm.  I  am  exceedingly  glad  to 
hear  the  gentleman  say  that  he  knows  nothing 
agaiitn  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  of  his  own 
bowledge,  upon  which  to  found  those  high  charges 
of  corruption  and  profligacy. 

Mr.  PuNTrss.    No,  sir,  I  did  not  say  that; 
know  of  one  defalcation  in  Mississippi. 

Mr.  Btnum.    Does  the  gentleman  know,  of  his 
own  knowledge,  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
was  a  pairfjeeps  eriminis  of  that  defalcation,  or  that 
he  connived  at  it  in  any  shape  or  form  what- 
ercrt 
Mr.  Prbntiss.    He  knew  of  the  defalcation. 
Mr.BfNUM.  And  sir,heTeported  those  defalcaCions 
18  he  was  bound  to  do;  and  further  the  law  al- 
lowed him  no  right  to  go.    If  such  are  the  grounds 
,   OS  which  you  are  to  convict  the  Secretary  of  the 
!   TreasQiy  of  impeachable  offences  of  corruption, 
\   if  be  be  not  convicted  already  in  the  minds  of  cer- 
I   tun  gentlemen,  I  doubt  the  necessity  of  an  inves- 
tigation; but  it  is  now  doe  to  the  Secretary,  the  party, 
iDd  the  country,  that  it  should  be  had  and  carried 
on  in  good  faith.    The  report  of  the  Secretary,  we 
kave  all   read,  and  are    liable  to   place  on   it 
very  diflerent  constructions,  from    those   of  the 
honorable  gentleman  from  Mississippi.      But  that 
!  he,  the  Secretary,  should  be  gniity,  or  be  a  porti- 
;  «rt  crMRmtf  o{  an  offence,  because  it  was  com- 
'  Bitted  under  his  administration  of  that  Department, 
K  as  novel  as  it  is  extraordinaty.  Just  as  well,  Mr. 
Speaker,  might  They  attempt  to  hold  me,   or  you, 
sff)  gniity  of  the   many  little  pefil  Urttnia  which 
are  oommitied  by  our  domestics  and  servants  at 
kotae,  in  onr  absence  to  this  House.    The  reason 
and  justice  in  the  one  case  is  equally  the  same  in 
the  other,  and  the  attempt  to  hold  one  responsible 
ftr  the  gnitt  in  such  cases  would  be  frowned  down 
n|nost  insulting  to  the  plainest  understanding  in 
Ae  oommuuity.] 

The  moral  sense  of  the  American  people  has  not 
I  let  arrived  at  (hat  pitch  of  obiundity,  as  ruthlessly 
to  sacrifice  a  public  servant  upon  the  heated  charges 
of  aspiring  politicians,  or  upon  the  highly  wrought 
itfeelamation  of  mere  party  malice.  They  call  for 
[ibeevidence  of  some  overt  act,  committed  directly 
I  «r  indirectly  by  the  person  charged,  else  humanity 
I'vill  beailowed  to  plead  his  cause,  and  justice  de- 
JBand  forthwith  his  acquittal.  Gentlemen  should 
i^eware  how  they  persecute  a  man,  and  pronounce 
Jdn  guilty,  before  he  is  put  upon  his  trials  and  the 
evidence  is  heard  in  his  behialf.  The  American 
feople  are  neither  tyrannical,  cruel,  nor  oppressive 
la  their  nature,  and  they  have  seldom  held  those 
goiltless  who  have  attempted  to  play  off  upon  then 
MBh  a  put,  and  establial^  for  them  such  a  charac- 
lar,  so  abhorrent  and  revolting  to  all  the  better 
Mings  of  theirnatiye  dispositions.  No,  air,  no, 
lir,  1  thank  my  God  that  I  yet  live  in  a  oannury 
Vhera  hnmanity  and  justioe  have  not  been  cntin- 
\f  stiflfed  asid  atranglecl  by  the  ferodous  spirit  of  an 


unfeeling  savage  party  malignity.  I  trust  that  1 
yet  live  amongst  my  conntcymen,  who  have 
too  high  a  regard  for  lil)erty  and  justice  to  witness 
the  untarnished  reputation  of  one  man  in  society, 
however  humble,  rent  and  mangled  for  the  mere 
gratification  of  party  vengeance.  If  we  are  to 
have  an  investigation,  and  a  consequent  trial  of 
any  of.  our  public  ofiicers,  let  us  engage  in  it  with 
clean  bands  and  pure  consciences,  and  let  us  not 
€ondenui  before  we  convict.  Such  a  course  might 
be  tolerated  in  the  court  of  some  Eastern  despot, 
bmt  never,  never,  1  hope,  in  free  and  happy  Ameri- 
ca. 

While  I  hope  ever  to  be  the  last,  in  or  out  of 
this  House,  to  throw  a  shield  around  any  public  of- 
ficer to  screen  him  from  the  just  demands  of  pub- 
lic justice,  I  will  never  consent  to  witness,  in  the 
heat  of  party  violence,  an  act  that  would  disgrace 
and  degrade  the  age  of  a  Nero  or  Caligula.  But, 
sir,  perhaps  all  this  is  right,  and  we  should  thank 
Heaven  that  it  is  so,  that  these  developenents 
have  given  us  a  glimpse  of  the  true  character  of 
what  may  be  the  reign  of  that  party,  should  they, 
by  trick  or  stratagem,  ever  gain  the  ascendancy  in 
this  country.  I  am,  sir,  for  an  investigation,  a  hima 
fide  investigation,  to  be  conducted  with  impartiali- 
ty, and  in  good  faith,  to  all  parties,  and  none  other 
can,  or  should,  be  received  as  worthy  of  this 
House,  by  the  just,  intelligent  freemen  of  this 
country. 

The  gentleman  from  Louisiana  [Mr.GAftLAND]te]ls 
us  that  we  are  determined  to  defeat  this  investigation. 
Who  are  opposed  to  it?  Can  the  gentleman  name 
the  first  man?  No,  sir:  1  dare  him  to  do  it.  None 
have  manifested  the  least  disposition  here  to  thwart 
or  oppose  it.  No  member  of  the  Republican  or 
Democratic  party  would  do  it.  If  there  be  one  to 
be  found  in  this  House  oppo&ed  to  the  investiga- 
tion, to  be  carried  on  in  good  faith,  he  is  a  traitor 
to  his  party;  nay,  more,  he  is  a  traitor  to  the  coun- 
try. What  have  they  to  expect  from  such  a  course, 
but  the  realization  of  that  weakness  and  want  of 
political  foresight,  that  the  fn^jfed^up  and  arrogated 
wisdom  of  their  Whig  opponents  have  labored  so 
mucli,  and  so  long,  to  convict  them  of  in  vain?*- 
an  attempt  that  has  been  carried  on  against  the 
Republican  party  evec  since  the  first  dawning  of  our 
Revolution.  Jt  was  their  ignorance  which  spoke 
into  existence  this  nation  of  freemen,  with  a  Re- 
publican form  of  Government;  and  it  has  been  by 
such  ignorance  that  their  freedom  and  happiness 
have  ever  since  been  protected  and  cherished,  and 
their  country  led  on  to  a  degree  of  prosperity  and 
greatness,  unexampled  in  the  history  of  the  civil- 
ized world.  Under  such  ignorance,  then,  who 
would  not  prefer  to  live,  and  bear  all  the  reproaches 
and  aspersions  of  the  arrogated  pseudo  wisdom  of 
the  world? 

Sir,  the  gentleman  tells  us  that  they  have  select- 
ed their  men,  and  their  strongest  men,  teo.  **l'here*s 
the  rub."  They  have  their  strongest  men,  a  majo- 
rity of  them^  too,  already  placed  on  that  committee. 
And  what  do  we  ask?  Simply — although  repre- 
senting the  largest  number  in  this  House,  and  al- 
most two>third$  of  the  people  out  of  it — to  allow 
us  to  place  on  that  committee  of  nine,  three  of  our 
strongest  men.  We  have  only  afcked  for  three  to 
be  placed  on  that  committee  to  represent  the  ma- 
jority of  this  House,  the  majority  of  the  people  of 
the  country,  the  great  Democratic  party  of  the  na- 
tion, and  this,  sir,  is  denied;  and  because  we  per- 
sist in  so  bumble  a  request,  we  are  told  that  the 
Democrats  are  opposed  to  the  iavestigatioa!  Most 
modest,  indeed!  Give  us  a  fair  committee— or  foul, 
as  it  is  already  composed — give  us  but  three  of  onr 
strongest  men,  and  we  will  go  into  the  invcsligatiqn 
now,  to-morrow,  the  next  day,  or  when  and  where 
you  please.  Give  as  but  three,  and  we  will 
go  with  you  into  every  recesw,  and  dark  hole,  and 
black  cavern  of  this  great  Conservative  leader, 
Samuel  Swartwout;  and  with  you  we  will  en* 
deavor  to  ferret  out,  in  good  faith,  this  fenl  de- 
falcation, which  smells  to  the  very  heavens.  But 
we  are  unwilling  to  trust  the  character  of  this 
Administration,  or  the  untarnished  reputation  of 
any  distinguished  individual  connected  with  it,  in 
the  hands  of  a  committee,  with  all  their  prepos- 
sessions and  preoommittals  agitinst  them,  without 
having  honest  men  of  our  own  party,  in  whose 


competence,  talents,  and  firmness  we  have  tha 
greatest  confidence.  And  is  this  the  unreasonable, 
iniquitous  conduct  that  the  Democratic  party  is 
guilty  of,  for  which  they  are  to  be  denounced  upon 
this  floor?  This  recent  victory,  gained  by  the  aid 
of  the  secret  ballot  and  the  holy  olltMuef  surely  has 
not  already  placed  gentlemen  beside  themselves, 
and,  in  their  transport  of  joy,  made  them  forgetful 
of  all  that  is  right,  equitable,  or  just?  I  pra^  them 
to  have  a  little  moderation  in  the  first  fruition  of 
this  ominous  alliance,  if  they  would  perpetoatci 
but  fcr  a  short  time,  the  durability  of  the  ecstacy  of 
its  consummation. 

Again:  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Louisiana, 
[Mr.  Garland,]  with  all  his  accustomed  liberality 
and  modesty,  has  charged  us  with  a  wish  to  pl^ce 
on  this  committee  a  set  of  jack-legged,  pei^ogf^mg 
Utwyen.  Wonderful  I  Now,  Mr.  Speaker,  this  is 
perfectly  in  keeping  with  the  arrogance  of  the  "de- 
cency party,"  and  shows  what  has  ever  been  their 
political  curse,  their  bane,  for  whk^h  they  have 
never  been  able  to  find  an  antidote,  no  matter  ua« 
der  what  part^r  name  they  have  appeared.  They 
have  bad  memories,  and  their  own  acts  are  conti- 
nually rising  up  in  judgment  against  them.  To 
abuse  in  others  what  they  themselves  practice,  is 
ihedtseose  of  that  party,  and  shows  how  greatly 
wanting  they  are  in  that  becoming  discretion  that, 
they  so  vehemently  denounce  the  want  of  in  aU 
others.  But  to  the  charge:  we*  want  jack-legged 
Utwffen  and  peUifiggera  placed  on  that  committee. 
Now,  ^ir,  will  the  goodness,  and  mildness,  and  U-  ' 
berality  of  the  honorable  gentleman  permit  me  to 
ask  what  are  the  professions  of  ihobe  six  gentlemen 
out  of  the  nine  that  the. Whig  party  has  already 
placed  on  that  committee?  For  information's  sake 
I  will  read  the  names  of  those  gentlemen  already 
on  the  committee  to  the  honorable  gentleman  and 
to  the  House. 

Here,  sir,  are  the  names  of  Mr.  Harlan,  of 
Kentucky,  Mr.  Dawson  of  Georgia,  Mr.  Citrtjs  of 
New  York,  Mr.  Wise  of  Virginia,  Mr.  Smith  of 
Maine,  and  Mr.  Hopkins  of  Virginia.  These  gen- 
tlemen have  already  been  selected  by  the  "  secc^ 
ballot,*'  and  placed  by  the  honorable  gentleman's 
party  on  that  committee.  After  this  charge  made 
by  him,  will  the  gentleman  condescend  to  teH 
us  and  the  country  how  many  of  this  number  of 
the  six  members  already  placed  on  that  committee 
by  him — Ajm,  sir,  and  his  party — are  lawyers? 
whether  pettifoggers  or  jack-legged?  for  aAer  this 
bold  charge,  the  country  may  feel  some  curiosity  to 
know.  Sir,  the  gentleman  is  silent.  I  shall,  then, 
make  bold  to  do  it  for  him.  Here  are  their  names, 
and  I  pronounce  every  individual  on  that  commit- 
tee, yet  selected  by  that  fair  play, jiwrtce  hmkig  party, 
to  be  a  lawyer;  there  is  not  a  single  member  of 
them  who  isT  not  now,  or  has  not  been,  a  practising 
attorney.  0  consistency!  **wbat  a  priceless  jewel 
then  art!** 

But,  sir,  they  are  all  Whig<t  and  Conservatives 
and  perhaps  the  gentleman  means  that  that  party 
contains,  no  jack-lagged  peUifoggmg  lawyen.  Th6f 
are  all  distinguished  gentlemen,  that  *'know  each 
'Other  by  instinct.'*  There  are  no  lawyers  of  the 
Republican  party,  who  are  not  jaek-l^ged  peUtfag- 
gsrs,  now  certainly  in  this  House.  This,  sir,  is  car- 
rying their  aristocratic,  Federal  Whigtsh  arrogance 
aad  presumption  a  little  farther  than  I  have  ever 
known  before,  and  cannot,  surely,  fail  to  awaken 
the  disgnstofthe  great  body  of  the  American  peo- 
ple with  the  principles  and  designs  of  a  party,  so 
arrogant,  presuming,  ard  self-consequential.  Let 
such  doctrines  and  principles  endure,  and  I  her« 
pronounce  it,  in  my  place,  that  the  days  of  our  old 
Republicanism,  simplicity,  and  equality,  are  num- 
bered. Sir,  this  fwutew  and  arrogance  are  con- 
trary to  the  veiy  genius  of  Republican  simplicity 
and  equality,  and  repugnant  and  abhorrent  lo  the 
whole  letter  and  spirit  of  this  free  Republrcan  form 
of  government,  to  establish  which,  tlie  blood  of  our 
forefathers  flowed  like  so  much  water. 

I  will  not  iovestijrate  here  the  claims  to  (!ijtiae- 
lion,  to  which  his  Whigish  and  Fetleral  lawyers, 
on  the  committee,  aru  entitled.  I  have  nev^ 
heard  of  their  practising  beyond  the  county  court» 
in  the  districts  in  which  they  live.  They  may, 
however,  be  by  far  more  notorious  and  di-stingnish- 
ed.    There  is  a  trite  maxim  that  crosses  my  aiind| 
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UA  may  not  be  iQap|»Ticable  to  the  present^  occa- 
•ion.  I  have  often  heard  it  said,  yoo  .should  *'set 
a  rogae  lo  catch  a  rogue."  With  equal  propriety, 
then,  we  should  place  on  that  committee  lawyers 
oftha  opposite  party ^  to  watch  the  opposite  law- 
yers»  to  investigate  with  the  opposite  lawyers,  and 
|o  report  with  the  opposite  law^'ers.  This,  sir,  is 
the  unreasonable  request  that  we  hare  made,  as 
the  Representatives  of  the  Republican  party ,and  for 
which  we  are  all  denounced  as  obstinate,  perverse, 
and  with  a  disposition  to  thwart  the  investigation 
which  we  have  commenced.  Will  the  people  judge 
Use? 

[Here  Mr.  C.  H.  Williams  of  Tennessee  rose  to 
a  point  of  order.  Hewishecl  to  know  if  the  wide  dis- 
eursivt  coarse  taken  by  the  genttemah  from  North 
Carolina  was  in  order  when  the  subject  was  only  to 
excuse  a  member  from  acting  on  the  committee? 

The  Speaker  replied  that  the  gentleman  from 
North  Carolina  was  strictly  in  order.  He  had 
been  proceeding' to  show  the  character  of  the  com- 
mittee, so  far  as  orgaiiized^  and  the  necessity  ol  its 
having  a  particular  character,  in  justice  to  the 
House,  and  to  individuals,  as  impeachable  mat- 
ter might  grow  out  of  it.  This,  he  thought,  he  had 
a  right  to  do,  and  that  consequently  the  gentleman 
was  in  order.] 

Mr.  Btnom.  I  thank  the  gentleman  from  Tennes- 
see'* for  his  kin<f  disposition  to  keep  me  in  order. 
I  have  no  doubt  of  the  sincerity  of  his  motives, 
and  the  benevolence  of  his  object.  The  party  to 
which  that  gentleman  belongs,  have  certainly 
given  many  evidences  of  their  great  regard  for 
the  order  of  thij  House,  and  shown  the  greatest 
disposition  to  keep  all  in  order,  who  deviate  in 
the  least  ih>m  any  subject  before  it.  But  unfortu- 
Datelj  for  the  gentleman  and  bis  party,  they  never 
rise  to  a  point  of  order,  until  some  Democrat  of 
the  Republican  party  is  about  to  dissect  the  mate- 
rials 9ut  of  which  they  are  composed,  and  to  show 
their  rtAUnnm  to  -the  open  gaze  of  an  abused 
people. 

It  is  never  until  then,  sir,  the  giggle  of  applause 
and  the  cry  ofi  **Go  on, go  on,'*ceases  to  reverberate 
through  this  House;  and  that  more  ominous  and 
doleful  one  is  substituted  by  them  in  its  place  here, 
^rder,  order;  Mr.  Speaker,  I  risa,  sir,  to  a  point  of 
order."  Here,  again,  we  see  the  result  of  that  de- 
fective memory;  how  universally  it  secir.s  to  pre- 
vail with  every  member  of  the  party  !  But,  sir, 
away  with  that.  We  have  been  told  that  we  want- 
ed the  leaders  of  thf>  party  on  that  committee. 
This,  sir,  as" far  as  my  knowledge  extends,  would 
he  a  most  difficult  task  to  execute  by  the  Demo- 
cratic party.  If  they  have  leaders,  I  am  yet  to 
learn  who  ihey  are.  I  know  them  not.  Jn  my 
Judgment  the  want  of.  snch  leaders,  as  has  been 
aeeribed  to  it,  is  one  of  the  greatest  misfortunes  of 
that  party  at  this  time.  That,  I  confess,  is  now 
one  of  the  greatest  defects  in  the  party,  they  ac- 
knowledge no  leaders,  and  consequently  act,  nearly 
0A  every  occasion,  without  the  least  concert,  by 
which  means,  often,  though  in  a  majority,  they 
have  suffered  themselves  to  be  ^defeated  by  their 
aiore  wily  and  better  drilled  adversaries,  who  ever 
move  at  the  tap  of  the  drum,  under  their 
drill  majors.  This  defect,  sir,  I  have  often 
warned  my  party  of,  and  called  on  them 
to  profit  by  the  lesson  taught  them  on  that  subject 
by  their  more  skilful  and  astute  opponents  in  all 
party  tactics.  A  party  whose  every  move  is  at  the 
bidding  of  their  most  renowned  leaders,  surely 
should  be  the  last  on  earth  to  find  fault  with  others 
for  obedience  to  the  will  of  their  leaders;  but  in  this 
too  they  may  arrogate  to  themselves  the  exclusive 
r%ht  of  being  led;  and,  from  habit  no  doubt^ 
would  have  ttie  world  consider  thai  a  virtue  in 
then  which  would  be  a  heinons  and  crying  sin  in 
all  others.  This,  though,  is  only  one  of  the  true 
characteristics  of  that  party;  it  is  hot  a  part  of  their 
system^  But  suppose  we  were  to  wish  to  place  our 
leaders,  if  any  we  have,  on  that  committee;  would 
it  be  doing  more  than  the  Whigs  have  done?  They 
have  placed  on  it  leaders  at  who&e  nod  they  move, 
lUr  though  by  ^'instinct.*'  Then,  would  it  be  so  ve- 
*Ty  unfair  to  place  by  their  sides  at  least  one  Demo- 
oatSe  leader,  if  such  there  be?  If  this  were  all  true 
thai  is  stated,  for  one,  I  cannot  see  the  least  cause 
^  OMifilaint  on  the  part  of  the  eOM  perries,  if  they 


entertain  the  rcax'test  idea  of  a  fair  and  an  impar- 
tial invcbii^ation;  and,  inviead  <'f  its  bciug 
urged  as  an  ohjectioa,  if  the  object  is 
an  impartial  investigation,  the  leaders  of  ene 
party  being  placed  on  the  committee,  it  affords  the 
strongest  and  most  irrefutable  reason,  why  those 
of  the  other  party  F.hpuid  b^,  to  meet  and  confront 
them — than  this  objection,  then,  they  must  look  out 
for  some  better  reason  to  sanction  their  partial  and 
illiberal  course  on  this  occasion.  This  same  geo^ 
tieman  spoke  of  quibbling  lawyers-quibbling  law- 
yers. Why,  sir,  this  bn.?f  victory  achieved  by  the 
"jecret  6aiio*"  system,  seems  to  have  run  the  party 
mad.  Cluibbling  lawyers!  Why,  sir,  of  what  is  their 
whole  party  made  up?  To  quibble  about  technicali- 
ties, and  the  inviolability  of  incorporated  privileges, 
and  their  entire  irresponsibility  to  the  will  or  wishes 
of  the  people,  whom  they  insult,  and  rob^  and  plun- 
der, is  their  religion — their  daily  vocation  here  and 
elsewhere— the  life's  blood  of  the  whole  party;  it 
flows  and  circulaies,and  can  be  alone  sustained  by 
a  quibble,  as  it  has  ever  been  by  that  illustrious 
brood, in  all  ages,  the  cvfi  family.  What,  sirt 
six  lawyers  to  be  placed  on  a  committee  of  nine,  of 
one  party  and  its  allie5,  and  for  them  now  to  com- 
plain for  fear  that  their  opponents  shou  Id '  place 
three  others  on  the  same  committee  that  would 
quibble.  The  idea  can  only  be  entertained,  by  any 
portion  of  the  intelligent  people  of  this  country,  as 
one  of  the  supremely  ridicnlons,  and  as  an  insult 
to  the  understanding  of  those  whom  they  would  at- 
tempt to  dupe  by  the  use  of  it. 

Never,  never,  .sir,  in  ni^  judgment,  has  there 
been  a  party  before  so  straitened  for  a  plausible 
reason,  even,  on  which  to  hang  an  excuse  for  their 
most  i^iagular  and  flagrant  inconsistencies. 

If,  sir,  this  be  the  character  of  the  commence- 
ment of  the  reign  of  their  dynasty  in  this  House, 
and  in  thu  country,  what  has  the  country  to  hope 
from  its  consummation,  its  maturity,  and  iis  ter- 
mination? In  its  very  inception,  its  binh  has  been 
marked  with  all  the  cold-blooded,  hoUow-hearted- 
ness  of  the  hypocrite,  such  as  has  infected  mankind 
in  all  ^es,  and  bowed  down  the  mightiest  nations 
of  the  earth  in  times  of  yore.  Sir,  this  hand  wyiiing 
is  perfectly  legible,  and  is  .plainly  to  be  read  in  the 
history  of  all  nations  that  have  passed  before  as, 
by  those  who  have  the  moral  courage,  the  boldness, 
and  indnstry  to  scan,  examine,  and  proclaim  it. 
But  from  this  point  I  will  not  digress  further,  as  I 
may  have,  on  some  future  occasion,  a  better  oppor- 
tunity of  expojing  more  folly  the  true  character  of 
this  mongrel  party,  its  objects,  its  principles,  and 
its  fallacies.  The  brief  view  which  I  have  taken 
here  of  the  history  of  iLs  conduct,  if  nothing  moi«, 
t  hope  will  have  the  effect  to  call  out  others  more 
capable  than  mjrself,  upon  some  more -fit  occasion, 
to  do  justice  to  the  hisieries  of  those  contending 
parties. 

Mr.  Speaker,  with  an  air  peculiar  to  the  pre- 
sumption of  the  party  from  which  it  comes,  it  has 
beeii  vauntingly  asked  the  Republican  party  of  this 
House,  Who  are  your  candidates  to  be  run,  to  be 
placed  on  this  committee?  Sir,  I  know  of  no  can- 
didate in  the  Democratic  party,  nor  do  I  presume 
that  an  individual  Democrat  in  this  House  knows 
of  sQch  an  one.  We  knew,  from  the  votes  of  the 
House  as  repeatedly  given,  as  well  do  they,  who 
are  desired  to  be  placed  on  the  committee  by  that 
party,  but  every  one  of  whom  the  mUxtd  party  has 
as  obstinately  and  pertinaciously  refused.  Away, 
then,  with  such  affected  blindness,  as  a  piece,  of  a 
kindred  with  the  whole  project  of  your  glossed  de- 
signs, in  a  consummation  to  effect  your  political 
purposes  t  Sir,  it  is  idle  to  talk  thus,  when  it  is 
apparent  by  every  act  that  the  men  that  we  have 
deteriQined  on  to  select  for  that  committee,  it  has 
been  fixed,  settled  on  and  avowed  on  this  floor,  by 
that  party  which  now  rules  the  Hoase  here,  shall 
not  be  placed  there,  to  watch,  meet,  to  aid  or  op- 
pose their  designs.  Such  taunting  avowals  here 
are  adding  insult  to  injury,  and  tampering  with  the 
public  sense,  which  they  appear  determined  to 
wrong,  and  leaves  reason  for  an  awful  foreboding, 
as  to  the  result  of  this  investigation. 

Permit  me  to  say  that  this  mode  of  selecting  the 
committee  by  "sceref  bttUot,^'  and  diveatmg  the 
Speaker  of  that  power,  in  conformity  with  the  nni- 
form  mie  and  long  established  prMtioe  of  the 


House,  has  been  sprung  upon  U8,an4istS8iitfa\u 
and  novel  as  its  execution  has  been  foQ),partiil 
illiberal  and  unjust  to  the  majority  of  this'  Hooie! 
and  a  majority  of  the  freemen  of  this  country,  ibsI 
have  before  shewn.  Sir,  the  want  of  a  khovledM 
of  the  ecmpaei  aUianu  of  these  two  parties,  pie. 
eluded  the  belief  of  the  possibility  of  such  a  state 
of  things  in  the  mind  of  any  member  of  the  Ik- 
mocratij  pariyj  hence,  out  of  this  Hoose,  they  fasd 
not  resolved  on  running  any  men,  er  set  of  aeii,  to 
be  placed  on  this  committee.  Will  this  aosver  be 
satisfactory  to  honorable  gentlemen  who  seem  so 
much  at  a  loss  to  know  why  «e  had  not  dime  nT 

But  we*  have  been  asked  again,  ia  an  air  of 
stately' emphasis,  was  there  no  caucus  caDdidates 
resolved  on  by  your  party?    For  the  reawta  stated 
before,  there  were  none,  and  such  a  resolve  woold 
have  been  evidence  of  an  insight  of  what  had  bees 
determined  on  by  the  aUUd  perttet,  of  which  vs 
could  have  had  none,  without  suspecting  that  vliieh 
all  were  unwilling  to  believe.    No,  sir,  we  had  oo 
evidence  of  such  designs,  and  had  no  right  to  act 
on  such  a  presumption*    I  ask,  in  reply,  if  ihey 
had  no  caucus  to  determine  on  whom  to  plaeeoa 
that  committee,  and  pause  for  a  reply?  (No  reply.) 
Then,  sir,  the  presumption  is  that  tbey  did.  I  bare 
ascertained,  since  coming  to  the  House  this  mon* 
ing,  that  one  branch  of  the  coalition  did  hold  acaa» 
cus,  (the  Conservatives,)  and  determined  oq  wliom 
they  were  to  elect  in  *<sccret  ballot"— a  just  eoo- 
mentary,  too,  oh  the  present  compesiiion  aadooa* 
dition  of  this  House,  and  the  respect  paid  to  the 
sovereign  power  of  a  majority  of  the*  freemea  of 
this  country,  when  a  knot  of  twelve  Conservitim 
get  together  and  resolve  on  who  are4o  be  placed 
on  a  committee  of  this  Hotise  to  reprtseat  teo 
hundred  and  forty-two  members,  and  a  great  nt- 
joriiy  of  the  people  of  this  country.    Goald  aay 
thing  show  more  conclusively  the  entire  cotteBan» 
of  the  wbote  foundation  if  this  matter,  as  piopoied 
to  be  carried  on  by  this  alliance?    This  iofcvna* 
tlon  I  have  from  a  distioguiahed  member,  who 
stands  high  in  the  Conservative  ranks,  bot  wlio 
has  not  been  treated  widi  the  greatest  respeet  emu 
by  them  on  this  occasion.    So  much  as  to  ttiejaa* 
ness  of  their  charge  of  caacukiog  against  the  De* 
mooratic  party  ef  this  House,  and  so  much  for  the 
truth  and  jostncss  of  the  charges  of  the  Whig  o: 
Federal  party  agaiust  the  Democracy  of  this  Howe, 
for  the  course  that  they  have  thought  fit  to  patsae 
in  relation  to  the  present  subject.    Lei  the  ooniUJ 
take  it,  and  we  will  abide  their  decision. 

Again,  I  will  briefly  notice  the  character  aid 
constitution  of  this  committee.  It  has  been  aid 
that  this  committee  was  to  act  only  the  psif  of 
grand  jurors,  composed  of  impartial,  uaoominiflcd 
men,  to  report  with  impartialiry  the  result  of  thcii 
conviction,  after  hearing  iaipartially  the  evidcaer, 
and  then,  sir,  to  'leave  all  further  prosreniica  aad 
trial  to  others.  This  would  be  in  ecmfomity  «iA 
the  prineiples  of  common  law  and  jui<tice,  to  wkiefa 
the  lowest  individual  is  entitled  under  the  Coastita* 
tion  and  the  law.  Very  different,  however,  is  the 
complexioaof  this  committee,  on  wbkdi  ia  p\Ma^ 
the  prosecutor,  who  is  to  act  the  part  of  the  jatec 
and  the  attorney,  who  is  to  be  the  judge  of  the  it* 
Udity  of  the  articles  of  iQipeachmeot  that  be  hfl* 


self  has  drawn  up.  Such  is  the  striking 
blanee  of  the  character  of  this  committee  te  that  sf 
an  inquest  of  an  impartial,  disinterested  grand  ftr 
ry,  upon  which  is  placed  neither  judge,  proseeiiM» 
nor  atlorney.  Such,  shr,  are  the  striking  chaiaei»» 
ristics  of  these  two  tribunals,  differing  in  eveiy  cf' 
sential  attribute,  as  much  as  midnight  darkaM 
does  from  daylight.  A  iribnnal  of  such  aa  «l^ 
nization  caa  but  be  looked  upon  as  revoltisi:  lo  ihi 
rights  of  freemen,  and  fnmisbing  no  proteetios  a 
diie  rights  of  property,  nor  to  the  most  honest  aid 
oncontaminated  character.  But  I  wilt  notdicfl 
longer  on  this  subject. 

One  word  more  upon  the  immediate  prapsoM* 
of  the  honorable  member  from  Pennsylvaail,  (Ikj 
WAGKNca,]  now  before  the  Hous^  to  be  esean 
from  serving  on  the  cooaiDittee.  A  requcit  a»M* 
sonable,  sir,  one  could  hardly  haveaapposedM 
would  have  been  a  single  objeetion  ta  'nrngm 
lleman  informs  the  House^  that  he  isdiiiBdiaidli 
and  has  advanced  some  moetnlaiiiyM^ 
Though  of  tha   highMl  nspt^t»i^P> 
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fiom  his  habits  aad  iDdioatioo,  he  id  not  disposed 
u>  throw  hiouel/  into  the  political  arena,  to  contend 
with  the  irtfol  and  ferocious  spirits  of  the  Opposi- 
tioD,  ooBtnry  to  ihe  wishes  of  his  friends  in  this 
House;  ud  is  anwiUing  to  be  arhitrarily  pressed 
jaioserrice  by  his  enemies,  to  subserve  their  views. 
The  itqoest  is  as  reasonable,  as  it  is  honorable  to 
the  integrity  of  that  centieman.  Qere  is  another 
f^mpioiD  of  arbitrary  tyrannical  rale,  that  hss 
chanetariMd  the  birth  of  the  new  dynasty,  begot- 
ten  of  this  holy  coalition. 

Now,  sir,    wha^   if  the   Speaker— yes,   your 
UftclKDed  and  fonlly  abased  Speaker— had  dared 
to  have  done  sach  an  act-^to  press  into  service, 
agiiast  his  will,  and  that  of  his  party,  to  be  placed 
ea  aoomaittte,  a  naember  of  this  Hoose,  who 
■j|bt  be  deemed  incompetent  or  unwilling  to  eater 
01  the  duties  assigned  him?    Sir,  had  he  dared  to 
han  doBS  snch  an  act  in  this  House,  a  hoe  and  cry 
of  arbitrary  power  and  corruption  wou'd  have  been 
oised  against  him,  that  would  have  re-echoed  and 
iBTertMrafied  from  eveiy  valley  of  the  Mississippi  to 
the  Dountain  tpps  oi  ih&  Saint  Croix.    Sir,  you 
WDold  have  been  hitufeed  down,  as  with  Mood  hownds, 
bj  those  who  dmre  now  to  execute  the  deed  them- 
islTei;  and  here,  sir,  in  the  fitee  of  their  own  Ge« 
rcnaient,  and  in  presence  of  the  American  peo- 
ffetielylDfapoo  their  splendid  talents,  doubtless, 
aad  powers  of  mistification.  and  stultiication  of 
Ihe  American  people  to  justify  the  damnable  deed; 
powni  that  I  know  to  be  great,  and  I  give  them  all 
cndlt  of  possessing,  in  a  pre-eminent  degree;  but 
ja  diis  Ikegnu^  flnd  themselves  mistaken,  and  o^/Wi 
itightbe  the  visitation  of  a  just  retribution.  Why  not 
eenpose  this  committee  of  the  whole  of  your  Wh  g 
imshen,  who  are  so  willing  to  serve  on  ill  Are  you 
•keidy  afraid  to  select  them  all  of  your  immaculate 
par^l   Do  yon  begin  already  to  suspect  your  own 
inaooence?   Has  conscience  began  already  to  work 
widuA?   If  you  will  not  give  lo  the  Democratic 
farty  each  members  as  they  desire  to  be  placed  on 
the  oemmittee,  and  who  are  ready  and  willing  to 
act  with  you,  compose  it  of  your  own  members 
oiirely.    Surely  yoa  do  not  suspect  their  purity? 
loa  have  already  the  whole  power  of  the  commit- 
tee ia  your  own  hands,  and  would  now,  for  ap- 
yeanmce  sake,  place  on  it  a  few  of  our  unwilUng 
ff  disafected  members,  and  force  ihem  lo  act? 
What  mockery  I    While  you  retain  the  whole  sub- 
Hueeo/  the  power  of  ihe  committee,  >oa  would 
^Mgaiagly,  hold  out  to  us  and  the  work!  a  shadow, 
the  mere  appearance  of  being  represented,  by  se- 
ketiag  such  aien,  and  forcing  them  to  act,  as  you 
W  think  best  fitting  the  occasion,  and  best  calcu- 
lited  to  subserve  your  purposes;  amoaating  to  a 
npKseDtation  aot  of  oura,  but  of  yonr  wills. 

Sir,  I  have  done,  and  shall  be  sorry  to  see  the 
■VKnaenl  of  any  Repubiicaa  memberi  by  his  po- 
Jitical  enemies,  to  be  made  to  serve  against  his  will, 
tVOB  this  or  any  other  committee,  to  keep  up  the 
Bere  show  of  impartiality  and  justice,  when  the 
'sbitaoee  has  been  peremptorily  refased. 

Hots. — ^Tbe  House  then  refased,  by  a  majority 
Of  oae  vote,  to  excuse  Mr.  Wagener,  and  went 
min  into  "secret  ballot,"  and  elected  Mr.  Owens, 
Iwocrat,  aad  Mr.  Foster,  Conservative;  and 
peiog  on  the  committee,  finally,  four  Whigs, 
we  Conservatives,  and  two  Democrats.  Mr. 
ftsTEa,  however,  recently,  on  most  questions, 
m  acted  with  the  Republican  members. 


COLLECTION   AND    DISBURSEMENT    OF 
THE  REVENUE. 

i^tke  amme/RtfnmHaikHs,  February  e,  183d— 

Mr.  R.  M.  T.  HuNTEa,  from  the  Select  Com- 

miUee  to  wbam  were  referred,  on  the  8th  of 

Jaanaiy,  certain  resolutions  in  relation  to  the 

amde  of  ooUecting  and  disbursing  the  public  re- 

vaoue,  aabflaitted  the  foUowing  report: 

It  aecns  to  have  been  the  object  of  the  resolutions 

Kfefied  to  this  committee,  first,  to  leave  the  public 

wauBy  in  the  hands  of  the  public  debtor  until  ao 

laaUy  wanted  by  the  Oovemmtnt;  thus  giviag  this 

FWlKMi  of  the  capital  of  the  eountry  lo  the  usps  of 

<nMle,  at  the  aaiaa  time  that  interest  ii  secured  to  the 

P«blieaa  tha  eonademtion  of  its  use. 
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Secondly,  to  set  off  periodically 4he  liabilities  to 
aad  from  the  Qo veroment,  liy  fixing  certain  days, 
at  intervals  of  three  monih«,  for  receipu  and  dis- 
buiftements,  so  as  to  concentrate  as  many  demands 
to  and  from  the  United  States  as  may  be  practicable 
at  the  same  time  and  place. 

Thirdly,  to  dimiaish  the  risk  of  peculation  and 
default  on  the  pan  of  public  officers;  first,  by  this 
exchange  of  credit,  which,  so  far  as  it  can  be  effect- 
ed, accomplishes  at  the  same  process  the  collec- 
tion and  disbursement  of  the  revenue,  without  af- 
fording a  temptation  to  theft;  and,  next,  by  provid- 
ing for  cash  transactions,  that  the  money  which 
passes  through  the  hands  of  the  public  officers  shall 
be  limited  in  quantity  to  the  actual  demands  to  be 
made  upon  them  within  a  period  so  short  as  twenty 
days. 

And,  fourthly,  to  introduce  greater  order  and  fa- 
cility in  the  administration  of  the  Treasury  Depart-  ' 
meat,  by  fixing  these  stated  periods  for  receipt  and 
disbursement,  so  as  to  enable  the  Secretary  to  ob- 
tain adequate  notioe,  not  only  of  the  sums  due  from 
the  Government,  and  of  the  lime  and  place  of  de- 
mand, but  also  of  the  sums  due  to  the  Government, 
and  of  the  time  and  place  of  receipt. 

These  being  the  objects  of  the  resolutions,  the 
first  inquiry  suggested  to  the  committee  was  as  to 
the  means,  if  any,  of  attaining  them. 

There  can  be  no  difficulty  in  arranging  the  re- 
ceipts so  as  to  cause  the  revenue  (torn  ctistoms  to 
fiow  into  the  public  Treasury  at  fixed  quarterly 
periods.  It  is  supposed  that  the  first  section  of  the 
bill  herewith  reported  accomplishes  that  object 
without  chai^ng  the  oompromise  act,  or  in  any 
matter  affecting  the  great  interests  concerned  in  it. 
The  main  questions  are  not  only  as  to  the  ultimate 
solvency  of  the  debts  thus  incurred  by  the  merchants, 
but  as  to  their  punctuality  in  meetins:  their  engage* 
ments  in  tim«^  lor  the  emergencifs  of  the  system 
proposed  by  these  retoluuons.  That  the  bonds  thus 
given  would  be  ultimately  paid,  with  a  very  incon- 
siderable loss  to  the  pubDc,  y^ur  committee  eater* 
tain  no  doubt.  The  nature  of  the  penalties  impos- 
ed by  existing  lam  and  by  the  2d  section  of  this 
bill  I  the  expciienoe  of  the  Qovemment,  and  the ' 
Y^  igh  charaeter  of  the  American  merchant,  all  jus- 
tify this  confidence  in  his  fidelity  to  his  engage- 
ments. The  act  of  the  3d  of  March,  1799,  already 
provides  that  the  obligors  who  fail  to  pay  their 
bonds  given  for  duties  when  due,  shall  no  longer 
be  entitled  to  credit  at  the  custom-house.  Superadd 
to  this  the  summary  process  given  against  them  by 
the  9d  section  of  this  bill,  in  the  event  of  their  fail- 
ure to  pay  at  the  day;  and  it  is  hardly  to  be  sup- 
posed that  the  merchant  would  enter  into  any  en« 
gagements  under  such  penalties,  which  be  might 
not  surely  expect  to  meet  at  the  proper  time;  and 
the  more  especially  when,  upon  so  short  a  time  as 
is  here  supposed,  he  would  so  soon  be  expose!  to 
{he  entire  loss  of  credit,  and  perhaps  of  property. 
It  would  rarely  happen  that  a  merchant  who  was 
able  to  import  the  goods  would  be  unable  to  pay  the 
daiies  ia  three  months  from  that  time;  and  certain 
it  is  thai  he  would  not  lightly  hasard  his  credit  and 
property  by  exposing  himself  to  the  chance  of  a 
default,  made  so  notorious  and  so  speedily  prose- 
cuted as  would  be  the  case  under  the  existing  laws 
and  that  now  proposed.  -The  high  value  which  eve- 
ry merchant  places  upon  his  credit  forbids  such  a 
supposition^  Indeed,  the  experience  of  our  Go- 
vernment affords  almost  demonstrative  evidence  of 
the  justice  of  this  condusioa.  In  1824,  William 
H.  Crawford,  then  Secretary  ot  the  Treasury,  made 
a  report  exhibiting  the  entire  amount  of  losses 
sustained  upon  the  bonds  given  for  customs, 
Fom  1789  up  to  the  31st  of  December,  1833. 
frrom  this  it  appears  that,  out  of  |537,4804239  ae- 
eured  by  bonds  for  customs  during  this  entire  pe- 
riod, the  loss  had  not  exceeded  |1, 575,836; 
whilst  |756,191  only  was  considered  doubtful; 
thus  demonstrating  the  sums  lost  and  doubtful 
not  to  have  been  more  than  44-100  of  1  per  cent, 
upon  the  amounts  collected^  From  1833  to  1838 
the  proportion  of  loss  seems  to  have  been  greater, 
as  appears  fVom  a  report  made  by  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  in  the  last  year;  byt  even  with  the  ad- 
ditioa  of  this  period  to  the  former  estimate,  the 
loss  will  be  found  to  he  Jess  than  I  per  cent.  If 
additional  evidence  of  the  fidelity  of  the  American 


merchants  to  their  engagements  were  to  be  requir* 
ed,  it  might  be  found  in  the  wonderful  e^rts 
which  they  made  amid  the  difficulties  of  the  late 
crisis  to  sustain  their  credit.  Of  the  protested  bills 
returned  to  them  from  abroad,  which  were  said  to 
have  amounted  to  ^,000,000  sterling,  nearly  the 
whole  amount  has  been  paid.  A  London  paper 
has  stated  the  loss  at  less  tbanoae-fifricth  of  one 
per  cent.  Looking  to  these  facts,  we  feel  assured 
that  the  proposed  mode  of  securing  the  public  funds 
approximates  so  nearly  to  perfect  safety,  that  we 
should  find  no  difficulty  in  recommending  an  entire 
exchange  of  credit  for  cash  in  collecting  the  duties, 
if  there  were  any  considerations  of  convenience  or 
political  expediency  which  peculiarly  recommended 
the  former  mode.  But,  in  point  of  fact,  the  plan 
now  proposed  incurs  fewer  of  the  objections  urged 
against  the  credit  system  of  duties  than  that  in 
present  operation.  It  is  true  that  a  small 
portion  of  the.  duties  are  collected  in  cash 
under  the  present  system,  bat  they  bear  a 
proportion  to  the  whole  amount  of  not  mors 
than  1  to  4,  wbilsi  the  credit  now  given  is  for 
three  and  six  months.  Under  the  change  propos- 
ed, llie  credit  will  never  extend  beyond  three  months 
and  twenty  days,  (and  rarely  so  long,)  before  a 
partial  payment  at  least  will  be  required,  together 
with  a  re-examination  of  the  security.  No  case 
can  well  arise  in  which  the  credit  will  exceed  six 
i  months,  and  then  only  for  the  surplus  not  required 
at  once  for  the  purposes  of  the  Government.  This 
periodical  supervision  of  the  securities  for  public 
money,  at  short  intervals  of  time,  it  in  believed, 
will  render  those  securities  not  only  safer  than  un- 
der the  present  system,  but  sufficiently  so  for  all 
practical  purposes. 

To  recommend  the  proposed  system,  however,4t 
may  be  said  that  a  punctual  payment  of  these 
debts,  when  due,  will  be  necessary,  and  that  the 
operation  of  this  machinery  contemplates  a  greater 
degree  of  exactness,  in  this  respect,  than  is  usually 
found  in  ilie  operations  of  trade.  A  close  exami- 
nation of  the  evidence  by  which  we  ought  to  be 
guided  in  this  matter,  will  go  far  to  remove  this 
suspicion.  The  repeated  evidences  given  by  our 
merchants  of  their  fidelity  to  their  eogagementSy 
through  a  long  series  of  years,  have  been  referred 
to  already.  These,  together  with  the  penalties 
imposed  by  this  bill  for  a  want  of  promptitude  in 
redeeming  their  obligations,  seein  to  justify  ihp  ex- 
pectation of  a  sufficient  degree  of  punctuality  for 
the  purposes  of  the  proposed  S3rstem. 

The  successful  operation  of  this  system  will  not 
require  entire  punctuality  in  the  merchanu,  or  even 
a  greater  degree  of  it  than  has  been  usual  in  their 
past  dealings  with  the  Government.  In  the  repon 
of  Mr.  Crawford,  before  referred  to,  a  period  of 
thirty-three  years  is  embraced,  during  which  the 
greatest  loss  ever  sustained  upon  the  bonds 
given  for  duties  was  incurred  in  1819,  and  was 
less  than  H  p^r  cenU;  and  here  ii  is  to  be  ob- 
served, that  the  proportion  of  loss  to  the  iucome 
secured  by  bond  in  1819  and  1820,  was  more 
than  four  times  as  great  as  the  average  propor- 
tion during  the  residue  of  the  thirty-three  years  em- 
braced by  this  report.  A  deficiency  so  small  as 
this  would  probably  be  provided  for,  in  all  cases, 
by  the  estimate  made  at  the  Treasury  Department 
for  the  sums  to  be  drawn  from  the  bonds  when  they 
are  due;  but  if  sometimes  the  loss  should  not  be 
covered  in  this  way,  the  funds  arising  from  the 
land  sales,  which,  for  the  present,  are  not  included 
in  the  proposed  arrangement,  would  be  available 
to  correct  these  irr^ularities.  But  even  if  the  lands 
were  included  within  the  system,  there  would  al- 
ways be  a  resource  in  the  surplus  ample  enough 
to  supply  any  deficiencies  from  defaulting  debtors. 
It  will  be  perceived  that  the  bill  provides  a  mode 
of  keeping  a  surplus  with  entire  convenience,  and 
without  loss  either  to  the  GK)vemment  or  the  com- 
munity: the  debtor  retaining  the  use  of  the  money, 
and  the  Government  drawing  the  inierest.  A  small 
surplus  has  been  considered  always  as  necessary 
for  the  safe  and  convenipnt  administration  of  the 
Treasury  Depart mcni,  which  occasionally  is  forced 
to  meet  emergencies  boteasily  lore^seen.  Thissurplns 
has  scarcely  ever  been  less  than  two  millions, 
which,  iu  a  revenue  of  customs  of  twenty  millions, 
would  leave  10  per  cent,  of  that  amount  in  die 
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hape  ui  a  bonded  surplus.  Nov,  there  is  no  pe- 
ired  ia  the  history  of  oar  finances  which  shows  e 
defic;encjr  of  any  thing  like  10  per  cent,  in  the  pay- 
ments of  the  merchants  upon  rheir  bonds.  The 
greatest  loss  ever  sustained  in  this  way,  during  the 
period  embraced  by  Mr.  Crawford's  report,  was 
Je»s  than  11^  per  cent. — a  sum  which  even 
ihis  moderate  surplus  would  cover  many  time? 
over.  The  extension  of  the  merchantb'  bond«, 
in  the  late  general  suspension  of  specie  payments, 
has  not  been  considered  as  affording  any  exception 
to  this  rule.  It  may  be  doubted  whether  that  mea- 
.sure  did  not  proceed  as  much  from  liberality  as 
necessity;  and  if  it  was  compelled  by  necessity, 
ihat  it  originated  not  so  much  from  the  inability  fit 
the  merchants  to  pay  their  debts,  as  fdom  their  ina- 
bility to  meet  a  sadden  demand  for  a  large  amount 
of  specie,  in  which  alone  the  debts  to  Government 
could  be  paid  by  the  existing  laws.  Under  the  pro- 
posted  system  they  never  could  be  at  a  loss  for  the 
medium  in  which  to  pay  their  dues  to  Government. 
The  drafts  drawn  in  favor  of  public  creditors 
^vould  be  always  available  for  this  purpose.  The 
first  and  second  sections  of  this  bill  would,  there- 
fore, provide  (as  is  believed)  for  the  payment  of 
public  dves  for  customs  at  quarterly  periods,  and 
with  sufficient  punctuality  for  the  wants  of  the 
system. 

*  The  next  end  contemplated  by  these  resolutions 
is,  to  produce  an  offset  of  the  liabilities  to  and 
from  the  Government  at  quarterly  periods.  To 
attain  this  object,  sections  have  been  introduced 
Soto  this  bill,  which  provide  that  the  disbursements 
of  the  United  States  shall  be  made,  as  far  as  prac- 
ticable, on  four  quarterly  days,  occurring  at  not 
more  than  twenty  days  alter  thos^  fixed  for  receipts; 
that  for  money  actually  due,  drafts  may  be  drawn 
npon.thc  collectors  at  the  next  receipt-day,  which 
bear  an  interest  within  certain  limits,  and  that  the 
payecror  assignee  of  these  drafts  shall  present  them 
at  the  specified  time  and  place,  or  else  forfeit  the 
interest  and  the  guarantee  of  the  Government  for 
the  nitimate  payment  of  funds  placed  in  the  hands 
of  its  agents  to  discharge  the  debt  due  to  him.  Re- 
course is  given,  however,  to  the  creditor  upon  the 
official  bonds  of  these  agents. 

The  first  inquiry  suggested  by  these  proyisioi|3 
is,  how  far  is  it  practicable  to  arrange  the  dis- 
bursements at  quarterly  periodSI  The  expenses 
for  the  foreign  service,  and  some  of  those  in  the 
Indian  Department,  could  not,  perhaps,  bt  drawn 
within  this  arrangement;  bat  it  might  easily 
be  made  to  comprehend  most  of  the  disbursements 
upon  the  army,  the  navy,  the  civil  list,  and  so  mach 
of  the  public  works  as  is  executed  by  contract. 
These  constitute  the  great  mass  of  public  expendi- 
tures; and  to  far  as  they  could  be  made  by  draAs 
to  the  public  creditor,  the  collection  and  disburse- 
ment of  the  revenue  would  be  accomplished  by 
the  mere  exchange  of  credits.  These  drafts  would 
satisfy  the  public  faith  to  its  creditors,  becaujie, 
within  the  specified  limits,  the  Secretary  would  al- 
ways impose  such  an  interest  as  would  render 
them  immediately  exchangeab  e  for  specie;  and  in 
any  event  they  would  be  paid  in  specie,  if  held  by 
the  creditor,  within  a  period  of  not  more  than  nine- 
ty days,  and  with  an  imerest  to  compensate  him 
for  the  delay.  But  in  point  of  fact,  they  would  en- 
ter into  the  exchanges  of  the  country.  With  the 
provisions  that  the  bonds  are  to  be  paid  in  specie 
if  not  discharged  in  these  drafts,  together  with  the 
penalties  upon  a  failure  to  present  them  speedily, 
as  required;  it  would  become  the  interest  of  the 
b&nks,  the  merchants,  and  the  public  creditor,  to 
facilitate  them  on  their  intended  destination. 
Drawn,  as  they  mu^t  be,  at  not  less  than  seventy 
nor  more  than  ninety  days,  there  would  be  ample 
time  to  transmit  them  between  the  most  distant  ex- 
tremities of  the  Union,  whilst  the  provisions  before 
referred  to  would  effectually  exclude  them  as  cur< 
rencv,and  confine  their  uses  to  the  simple  purposes 
of  offset  or  exchange.  It  may,  perhaps,  be  doubt- 
ed, whether,  at  first,  the  publio  creditor,  from  a 
want  of  knowledge  of  the  system,  might  not  fail 
to  present  the  drah  with  promptness  enough  for 
these  purposes  of  exchange,  and  might  not  incor 
the  penalties  for  this  failure  as  much  from 
ignorance  as  neglect.  Some  mistakes  of  this  kind 
might  be  made  at  first,  but  thevs  would  be  too 


many  interests  concerned  in  teaching  him  the  true 
mode  of  disposing  of  his  draft,  to  suppose  that  be 
would  long  lemaia  in  ignorance  upon  the  subject. 
All  fears  of  this  sort  might  be  removed,  however, 
by  a  short  specification  on  the  face  of  the  draft  of 
the  penalties  imposed  upon  a  neglect  to  present  it 
as  required  by  law. 

This  system  of  exchanges,  together  with  the  pro- 
vision for  leaving  the  surplus  in  the  hands  of  Uia 
public  debtors,  will  leave  a  very  small  portion  of 
these  bonds  to  be  collected  in  actual  money.  The 
payment  of  snch  a  sum  in  specie,  as  required  by 
this  bill,  cannot  produce  a  sensible  effect  upon  the 
banks,  or  give  inconvenience  to  the  merchants,  by 
causing  periodical  ebbs  and  flows  in  their  demands 
for  capital.  During  the  period  between  diabnrae- 
ments  and  receipts,  the  easy  and  insensible  opera- 
tions of  exchange  will  furnish  them  with  the  means 
of  paying  far  the  greater  portion  of  their  bonds  by 
a  mere  offset  of  credits,  te  the  mutual  convenience 
of  themselves  and  the  Government. 

There  remains  to  be  noticed  one  other  difiiculty 
in  the  practical  operation  of  this  exchange  of  cre- 
dit. The  drafts  disbursed  to  public  creditors, 
and  drawn  in  anticipation  of  the  revenue,  might 
exceed  in  some  ports  the  proportion  of  the  debts 
to  be  paid  at  those  places.  Bat,  in  snch  cases, 
it  would  always  happen,  where  the  disbursamenta 
did  not  exceed  the  receipts,  that  there  would  be  a 
corresponding  deficiency  in  the  drafts  drawn 
upon  other  places  of  receipt.  To  adapt  this  state 
of  things  to  the  equal  proportions  of  the  snrplas 
to  be  left  in  the  different  sections,  a  provision  is 
introduced,  which  enables  the  collector  to  direct 
any  excess  of  these  drafts  to  a  disbursing  officer,  to 
be  designated  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
^This  officer  may  always  be  supplied  with  the  funds 
to  meet  these  drafts  from  the  offices  upon  which  too 
little  had  been  drawn  at  the  previous  day  of  dis- 
bursement. The  Department,  in  all  cases,  having 
at  least  seventy  days*  notice  of  the  drafts  which  are 
outstanding,  together  with  a  knowledge  of  the 
bonds  falling  due  upon  the  day  when  they  are  to 
be  paid,  will  probably  find  no  difiSculty  in  preserv- 
ing both  the  faith  ol  the  Government  and  the  policy 
of  this  bill. 

-Another  object  contemplated  by  these  resolations 
is,  to  remove,  as  far  as  possible,  the  danger  oi  pe- 
culation on  the  part  of  the  public  offi^^ra.  This 
will  certainly  be  accomplished  to  a  very  great  ex- 
tent ntider  the  system  now  proposed.  If  proper 
regulations  were  made,  so  as  to  inform  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  as  to  the  bonds  which  paned 
into  the  collectors*  hands,  they  could  scarcely  be- 
come the  subjects  of  theft;  aad  to  the  extent  that 
thedisbi^rsements  were  made  in  drafts,  there  would 
be  absolute  safety  as  to  the  disbursing  officers. 
Nor  would  there  be  much  danger  as  to  the  sum 
collected  in  money.  This  amount  would,  of  ne- 
cessity, be  small,  and,  passing  immediately  from 
the  collecting  to  the  disbursing  officer,  would  not 
remain  in  the  hands  of  the  last  more  than  twenty 
days  before  every  cent  would  be  demanded  by  the 
public  creditor.  Defaults  in  either  of  these  officers 
would  be  so  quickly  detected,  that  the  restraint 
upon  them  would  be  almost  perfect.  The  great 
temptation  to  default,  arising,  generally,  out  of 
large  sums  lying  idle  for  a  long  time  with  those 
who  keep  them,  would,  of  course,  be  removed  by 
a  system  which  left  no  idle  money  in  their  hands. 

Lastly,  it  seems  to  have  been  designed  by  these 
resolations  to  promote  a  more  systematic  adminis- 
tration of  the  Treasury  Department,  nnder  a  new 
mode  of  collecting  and  disbursing  the  revenue. 

It  is  impossible  to  estimate  beforehand  the  precise 
advantages  of  any  increase  of  system  in  the  conduct 
of  human  affkirs.  But  the  general  advantages  of 
order  over  disorder  in  the  fiscal  administration, 
cannot  well  be  too  highly  appreciated.  Perhaps, 
howt^.ver,  a  clearer  view  of  the  subject  will  be 
given,  by  a  reference  to  some  of  the  inconveniences 
under  which  the  Treasuij  Department  now  suffers, 
and  which  will  be  removed  by  the  system  now  pro- 
ptvicd. 

At  present  the  money  flows  into  the  eolleators* 
hands  daily,  and, without  regularity  as  to  amount. 
The  Secretary,  not  always  having  notice  of  the 
time  and  amount  of  receipt  until  they  are  in  hand, 
has,  for   the  most  part,  to  make  his  amofa-^ 


ments  for  removing  these  funds,  not  before,  but  af» 
ter  they  are  received.    The  consequeooe  'is,  that 
laige  sums  oAen  lie  idle  to  all  the  purposes  of 
trade  and  Government,  and  serve  oaly,  aorisg  thii 
time,  to  offer  temptations  for  pecnlatioa  to  the  pob- 
lie  officers.    According  to  the   best  informttioiL 
which  your  committee  can  obtain,  the  average 
amount  thus  lying  in  the  hands  of  the  reeeivitigoft- 
cers  and  other  custodiers  of  the  public  treasore,  ia- 
dependently  of  the  amount  in  the  custody  of  the 
disbursing  officers,   has   been  aboat  $1,000,000 
at  the  end  of  each   quarter,  for  the  four  yeais 
preceding  the  1st  of  January,  1838.    So  much  for 
the  receipts.    The  evils  ensuing  from  the  want 
of  adequate  nottee,  and  a  systematic  tana^imBA 
of  the  disbursements,  are  still  more  strikiog.  Tbe 
Treasury   is   subject   to    constant    demands,  of 
which  it  has  no  notice  as  to  time  or  amoani  Tin 
consequence  is,  that  money  must  be  placed  vitli 
the  disbursing  officers  long  enough  beforehand, 
and  in  amounts  sufficiently  large  to  cover  all  pro- 
bable demands.    The  average  sum  thus  left  idle  ia 
the  bands  of  disbursing  officers  has  been  stoat 
f4,000,000  at  the  end  of  each  quarter.    Aid  tbii, 
because  there  are  no  adequate  provisionf  to  ar- 
range these  demands,  so  as  to  give  sufficieot  Dotke 
of  them  to  the  head  of  the  Department,  aid  to 
compel  their  production  by  the  public  ereditorsat 
the  proper  time.    Nor  is  this  the  only  meoaTC- 
nience  arising  out  of  the  present  state  of  tUagt. 
The  disbursementa^are  made  as  the  demands  lot 
them  arise.    The  receipts  come  in  daily  as  the 
r bonds  fall  dw*,  and  vary  not  only  from  day  todtj, 
but  from  month  to  monUi.    When  the  reoeipisiad 
expenses  are  nearly  equal,  there  is  constant  dan- 
ger, as  we  are  informed  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  that  enough  may  not  be  received  is 
some  months  of  the  year  to  meet  the  demndi 
upon  the  Government.     For  although  the  aggI^ 
gate  of  receipts  and  disbursements  daring  the  yen 
may  correspond,  yet  thia  is  by  no  means  the  case 
from  month  to  month.    At  present,  there  are  bat 
two  modes  of  meeting  the  evil:  the  one,  to  leave  t 
large  surplus  on  hand  to  meet  these  contiDgeDcki; 
and  the  other,  to  give  the  Secretary  the  pcmtt » 
issue  Treasury  notes  at  his  discretion.    The^ 
tem  now  proposed  avoids  all  of  theae  inoonTemenco. 
No  balflinces  need  remaia  in  the  hands  of  die  re- 
c<si  vi  ng  or  disbursing  oflleere.    The  Secretary  ha^ 
ing  notice  of  the  amount  and  time  of  receipts,  tt 
well  as  of  the  amount  and  time  of  disborsemots, 
can  always  make  his  arrangements  beferebuA, 
to  remove  the  public  money  from  the  coUeotor  8 
soon  as  received,  and  to  disburse  it  either  in  the 
very  act  of  receipt,  or  at  not  more  than  twenty  di|« 
from  that  time.    Speedy  accountability  willthosbe 
required  from  the  public  officers,  and  an  almost  in- 
stant detection  will  await  them  in  ease  of  definU 
orfratid.    Nor  will  the  inconvenienoe  as  to  ine- 
quality in  tbe  receipts  and  disbursements  ever  arise 
to  any  thing  like  its  present  extent.    By  thiov* 
ing  together  the  receipts  aad  disbursemeits  M 
three  months  in  the  quarterly  settlements,  diertcn 
scarcely  be  a  serious  inequality  between  the  tm 
when  their  yearly  amounts  correspond.    ShosM 
any  such  difficulty  ever  arise,  it  will  readily  bcej- 
reeled  by  the  small  surplus  left  with  the  piH 
debtor,  for  which  this  bill  provides,  witbont  km 
either  to  trade  or  to  the   Government    Shoit  Mr 
tlemeuts,  promptness  in   all  concerned  inthefM 
administration,  and  the  means  of  speedy  deteetitf 
in  cases  of  default,  may  all  be  secured,  as  itseei^ 
under  the  proposed  system ,  with  proper  Tressny 
regulaticns.     The   whole    administrauon  of  ^ 
finances  will  be  brought  more  under  the  view  ml 
control  of  the  head  of  the  Department,  and  *«»•* 
be  leA  to  the  discretion  of  subordinate  offiesrs.  M 
disbursing  officer  will  pass  the  debits  to  the  Tift*- 
sury  boolu  at  least  seventy  days  before  they  ait 
due;  the  collector  will  transmit  weekly  the  eattfcf 
on  the  credit  side  of  the  accost i it,  and  ibeqaaiM^ 
balance  shCfet  of  the  Department  will  exhibit,  n  a 
very  great  extent,  the  entire  process  of  eoUedJaa 
and  disbursement  ia  a   mere  exchange  af  tfA 
Should  these  aatioipatiom  be  realiaed,  it  iseviM 
that  there  would  be  more  of  natty,  effideacy  v 
responsibility,  ia  the  administratioii  of  the  TnaMf 
Deiwrtment,  than  we  have  had  muler  any  adtf 
system.  It  is  tnie  that  this  system^  Ukaeveiy  otheF» 
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wosM  depend  very  nraeh  for  ils  success  npon  its 
proper  ezeondoD;  and  iaoonvemences  would  cer- 
tiiBi/arisff  at  irs  commeneenaeBt,  which  farther 
ezpedeiee  voald  probably  rectify. 
Ilwilldoabtless  be  remarked,  that  the  resola- 
.    tjottf  rtferrid  to  this  eommittee  do  not  compre- 
hod  the  pobtie  lands  within  the  sy&>tem  which  they 
piopoN.    Perhaps  it  is  as  well,  for  several  rea- 
aniy  that  they  shoald    not    be  included  at  pre- 
sent In  the  fint  place,  difficalties  might  arise  ia  the 
eoBmencement  of  a  system  so  novel,  which  would 
be  eniy  overooine  by  the  available  cash  funds 
iffeided  from  the  public  lands.    This  would,  at 
levl,  be  hig^f  useful  until  ihe  system  became 
Ikoiitsr  in  practice.    Again:  the  public  mind  is 
jQit  WW  so  unsettled   in   relation    to  the  mode 
of  disposing  of  these  lands,  that  changes  might  oc« 
eor,  in  relation  to  them,  which  would  Uke  them 
viAoBt  the  operation  of   the   syslam,  if  it  were 
Bowadapted  to  thrm.    Shoald  the  present  m*de  of 
disposing  of  these   lands  from  the  General    Go- 
Temiaeat  to  the  individual   purchaser  be  retain* 
ed,  it  would  not  only  be   practicable,  but  txpe- 
didit,  hereafter  to  include  them  within  the  pro- 
poied  system.     The   only  practical   difficulty  in 
As  esse  would  be  as  to  the  means  of  enforcing 
poselul  payment  of  the  bonds  given  for  them 
vfaen  they  were  due.    It  is  believed  that  this  might 
be  aeoompliahed  by  making   the  receipts   semi- 
annal  instead  of  quarterly,  and  by  the  provisions 
beieafler  saggcrtcd  for  enforcing  the  punctual  pay- 
nest  of  these  bonds  when  due,  whether  given  by 
Hm  highest  bidder  at  the  auctions,  or  by  the  pur- 
dMieroB  private  entry.     Thin  might  be  secured 
by  providing,  first*  that  so  much  money  sbonld  be 
pM  at  the  execatioa  of  the  bond  as  would  sc 
cue  the  probable  fulfilment  of   the  contract;  se- 
condly, that  the  obligees  who  failed  to  pay  these 
bonds  when  due,  should  be  refuseil  crectii  there- 
after at  the   land   offices ;    thirdly,  tii&t   neither 
pHeat  aor  possession  should   be  given  until  the 
p^iaeat  of  the  money  at  the  receipt  day,  when  it 
VIS  die;  and,  fourthly,  upon  such  failure  at  the 
proper  day,  that  any  other  perbon  might  take  the 
WtentLr  the  lands  npen  paying  down  immediate- 
^fteaom  dne  upon  the  bond. 

As  it  is  not  proposed  to  include  the  public  lands 
JQMnow  within 'the  operation  of  the  system,  it  will 
be  needless  to  enlarge  upon  the  provisions  just 
steleM  in  relation  to  them. 

Having  reviewed  the  practical  operation  of  thi& 
systen,  it  may  be  well  to  examine^  for  a  moment, 
itspofitieal  and  incideutal  efiects:  one  of  which  un- 
doabtedly  will  be  an  entire  separation  of  the  banks 
ud  the  Qeaeral  Government.  The  separation 
nast  be  complete,  inasmuch  as  the  Government 
'■iU  no  longer  have  Ihe  means  of  rewarding  or  pq- 
>iibing  the  banks  throagh  the  use  of  its  funds  and 
diedit,  whilst  the  banks  will  lose  the  power  of  iin- 
?cd»g  the  fiscal  operations  of  the  Government  when 
tee  aiecondneied  without  ibeir  agency.  The  Gene- 
niCbvtnuneot  will  then  be  entirely  responsible 
for  the  sucoesB  of  its  fiscal  administration,  and  the 
teks  will  be  snbject  to  no  power  but  that  of  the 
flWes  which  created  them.  So  long  as  these  are 
pendent  upon  each  other  in  interest,  they  must 
^iwsympaihiae  in  action,  or  a  fierce  war  between 
fin  two  will  be  inevitable;  and  in  ibis  the  people 
■ast  be  the  sufferers.  The  banks,  on  the  one 
kud,  being  armed  with  the  power  of  expanding 
ttdeoatracting  the  currency,  and  the  Greneral  Go- 
'veraipent,  on  the  other,  either  attacking  their  cre- 
^  with  the  people,  upon  which  their  existence  de- 
K^>  or  arraying  one  set  of  banks  against  the 
tt^r,  through  the  use  of  its  funds,  that  it  may  cou- 
rier by  their  divisions;  the  consequence  would  be, 
•ilher  that  the  Government  would  acquire  the 
power  of  the- banks,  or  the  banks  would  obtain  that 
afUwGovnrnment;  and  the  people  would  be  the 
nSentB  in  this  contest  for  powers  which  evght  not 
k»  be  aniied  in  either. 

To  arm  the  General  Government  with  the  power 
•f  the  banks  would  be  to  destroy  the  balances 
eC  the  Constitution,  whilst  the  reverse  of  this 
opaniion  would  not  be  tolerated  after  it  was  un- 
dtniDod.  The  only  possible  mode  of  preventing 
Ihe  union  of  these  powers  is  to  separate  them  in 
Mlimi  and  intereat^-an  event  so  much  to  be  de- 
lind  that  it  ooght  tp  effected  even  at  a  pecuniary 


loss  to  the  people,  if  that  were  necessary.  But, 
in  point  of  fact,  this  is  not  the.  case;  and  the  sepa- 
ration now  proposed  is  relieved  from  the  objections, 
whether  founded  or  unfounded,^  which  were  raised 
against  the  other  modes  heretofore  suggested  for 
accomplishing  this  purpose. 

In  the  first  place,  this  system  does  not  horde  up 
large  amounts  of  capital  in  specie,'to  lie  idle  in 
the  hands  of  the  Government;  on  the  contrary,  it 
leaves  the  public  funds  which  are  not  wanted  for 
immediate  disbursement  in  the  hands  of  the  debtors: 
the  Government,  and  not  the  banks  deriving  the  in- 
terest upon  their  use. 

Secondly.  It  does  not  afford  the  public  officers 
the  means  of  using  these  funds  for  private  pur- 
poses; inasmuch  as  very  little  money  passes 
through  their  hands,  and  then  only  for  immediate 
disbursement. 

Thirdly.  It  does  not  produce  an  inconvenient 
run  upon  the  banks  for  specie,  in  the  payment  of 
public  dae£r.  For  so  large  a  proportion  of  the  col- 
lections and  disbursements  will  be  accomplished 
by  a  mere  exchange  of  credit,  and  the  residne  to 
be  received  in  specie  will  be  too  small  to  be  felt  by 
the  merchants  or  banks. 

And,  fourthly.  It  does  not  permit  the  use  of 
Treasury  draAs  as  currency,  as  the  existing  laws 
have  been  supposed  to  justify;  because  it  places 
such  conditions  upon  these  drafts  as  effectoally 
prevent  the  conversion  of  Government  credit  into 
currency,  and  limits  its  uses  to  the  mere  purposes 
of  exchange.  It  merely  introduces  machinery  to 
facilitate  die  exercise  of  the  undoubted  right  of 
an  individual  to  set  off  his  claim  upon  the  Go- 
vernment against  a  claim  of  the  Government  upon 
him;  the  right  of  the  Treasury  to  draw  upon  its 
fupds  being  more  limited  under  the  system  pro- 
posed, than  at  present  with  the  existing  laws.  As 
it  is  this  feature  which  ab:r  tracts  the  Government 
as  a  disturber  of  the  currency,  and  enables  it  to 
administer  its  revenue  without  injury  to  the  banks, 
and  unaffected  by  their  conduct,  it  may  be  well  to 
examine  its  operation  a  little  more  closely. 

The  pecuniary  transactions  of  society  arescttled 
either  in  currency,  or  by  an  exchange  of  credit. 
Those  upon  short  notice  and  of  small  ameunt 
are  usually  settled  ia  the  former  mode;  whilst 
heavy  transactions,  distant  either  in  point  of  time 
or  space,  are  most  commonly  set  against  each  other. 
To  the  extent  to  which  this  exchange  of  credit  is  ef- 
fected, the  demand  for  currency  diminishes  in  a 
given  amount  of  business.  Indec^l,  the  extent  of 
this  species  of  exchange  may  almd^t  be  considered 
as  a  measure  of  the  improvement  in  commercial 
communities.  It  is  a  general  truth,  to  which,  of 
course,  there  are  exceptions,  that  the  individuals 
of  a  society  sell  as  much  as  they  bay.  When- 
ever there  i)  a  debt  due  from  an  individual,  it 
may  safely  be  assumed  that  another  of  equal 
amount  is  somewhere  due  to  him.  To  collect  and 
array  these  against  each  other,  is  a  most  important 
branch  of  trade.  The  facility  for  doing  this  will 
increase  as  the  channels  of  tiade  wear  deeper  from 
us>e,  and  the  course  of  its  current  can  be  cal- 
culated with  more  certainty.  It  is  manifest  that 
the  limits  are  wide  between  which  this  process 
may  fluctuate;  and  that  the  more  it  is  extended 
the  better  for  trade,  inasmuch  as  it  will  then  require 
less  currency,  which  is  expensive,  and  in  that 
very  circumstance  diminish  the  dangers  of  a 
change  in  the  standard  of  value.  If  these  things 
be  true,  it  is  clear  that  the  same  amount  of  trade  in 
different  states  or  conditions  may  require  different 
proportions  of  currency.  A  community  pealing  in 
money  oaly,  (if  that  could  be,)  would  require 
much  more  currency  for  its  trade  than  would  be 
necessary  for  the  same  trade  in  another  which 
dealt  in  ext'-hanges  as  well  as  in  currency. 

If  the  Government,  therefore,  were  to  deal  only 
in  money,  the  currency  would  ebb  and  flow  with 
the  tide  of  revenue;  whilst,  if  it  were  practicable, 
that  it  dealt  only  by  an  offset  of  its  liabilities,  the 
variatiohs  of  currency  and  revenue  would  be  in- 
dependent of  each  other.  The  effect  of  the  former 
system  would  be,  that  the  Government,  throngh 
its  revenue,  would  affect  the  currency  by  one  law, 
whilst  the  operations  of  trade  would  inflaence  it 
by  another,  and  thus  fluctuations  in  the  revenue 
Slight  often  afford  a  serious  disturbance. to  curren- 


cy and  commerce.  There  can  be  no  doubt  but 
that  the  amount  of  currency  in  any  country  ooght 
to  be  regulated  by  its  trade;  and  this  can  never  be 
entirely  effected,  unless  the  demands  of  Govern- 
ment for  currency  either  sympathize  exactly  with 
those  of  trade,  or  else  cease  altogether:  the  first  h 
is  impossible  to  eflect;  but  the  latter  may  be  ac^ 
eomplished,  to  a  very  great  extent,  by  an  exchange 
of  credit.  The  very  circumstances  which  incjcease 
its  disturbing  effects,  when  dealing  in  currency«fit 
it  for  the  latter  operation.  Its  credit  is  good^||tsi 
transactions  are  heavy,  and  may  be  arranged  \ni 
lime,  from  the  distance  between  the  places  of  re^ 
ceipt  and  disbursement  These  are  the  favoring 
circumstances  which  have  induced  the  belief  that 
the  provisions  of  the  bill  now  reported  will  accom- 
plish the  end  proposed.  If  this  be  so,  it  may  be 
asked  if  the  banks  themselves  are  not  interested  in 
the  adoption  of  such  a  measure.  The  loss  of  a 
yaluable  customer  in  the  Gk>veniinent  is  undonbtr 
edly  something;  but  with  the  entire  field  of  Ameri- 
can trade  between  them,  they  have  ample  room 
for  adventure;  and  the  loss  of  the  Government  a» 
a  customer  is  not  an  evil  to  be  compared  with  the 
dangers  to  which  they  would  be  subjected  in  the 
rude  conflicts  of  party,  so  long  as  they  maintained 
a  political  connection.  Nor  is  this  the  only  advan- 
tage which  they  would  derive.  Their  operations 
would  be  safer,  when  their  currency  was  no  longer 
forced  to  ebb  and  flow  with  the  Government. ex- 
penditures. They  have  themselves  attributed  some 
of  their  disasters  to  this  cause,  and  doubtless  there 
have  been  periods  when  this  connection  was  mu- 
tually embarrassing  to  both  parties. 

Having  suggested  the  considerations  which  may 
commend  the  system  now  proposed  to  the  atten- 
tion of  Congress,  this  report  ought  here,  perhaps, 
to  be  closed.  But  there  are  other  circumstances 
which  impress  it  upon  our  attention,  to  which  we 
beg  leave  f  r  a  moment  to  refer.  It  is  not  ne- 
cessary, to  comhiend  this  plan  to  the  consideration 
of  Congress,  that  it  should  be  the  best  in  the  ab- 
stract; it  is  enough  to  show  that  it  is  better  than  that 
now  in  operation,  provided  it  contains  nothing  posi- 
tively ill  in  itself.  To  say  that  it  would  be  better 
titan  the  present  system,  (if  system  it  Can  be  called,) 
would  be  to  raise  no  extravagant  pretension  in  its 
favor.  The  fragments  of  laws  which  now  operate 
upon  the  subject  can  scarcely  be  said  to  afford  a 
unilorm  rule,  or  io  impose  any  limits  upon  the  dis- 
cretion of  the  Secretary,  tt  is  so  difficult  to  reduce 
the  remains  of  the  various  systems  which  have 
been  wrecked,  or  partially  repealed,  into  any  thing 
like  order  or  uniformity,  that  it  wuuld  be  almost 
impracticable  to  hold  the  Secretary  responsible,  if 
he  were  to  adopt  his  discretion  as  the  only  guide. 
There  are  various  constructions  of  the  laws  now 
in  lorce,  by  sisilful  combinations^of  which  he  might 
introduce  any  system  he  pleased,  with  at  least  some 
plausibility  of  pretext.  If  it  be  true,  as  :iome  have 
supposed,  that  the  joint  resolution  of  1816,  as  mo- 
dified by  subsequent  legislation,  leaves  it  in  the  , 
discretion  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  re- 
ceive nothing  but  specie,  or  nothing  but  convertible 
paper,  as  he  may  please;  and  that  the  act  of  23d 
June,  1836,  is  virtually  repealed,  from  the  disqual- 
ification of  the  banks  which  suspended  specie  pay- 
ment to  accept  the  conditions  of  the  act,  then  he 
may  introduce  the  Independent  Treasury  at  his 
own  pleasure,  and  that,  too,  without  any  of  the  re- 
strictions which  the  friends  even  of  that  measure 
wished  to  impose  upon  him.  On  the  other  hand, 
if  the  despotic  act  is  to  be  considered  as  functus 
offieiot  whilst  that  of  1789  is  still  in  force,  he  may 
adopt  the  State  bank  agency  without  any  of  those 
checks  by  which  the  friends  of  that  system  would 
limit  his  authority,  before  they  would  intrust  him 
with  the  power  of  usins;  them.  And  lastly,  sup- 
posing the  act  of  33d' June,  1836,  to  be  still  in  force, 
so  soon  as  banks  arise  which  are  not  disqualified 
from  acting  under  it  by  its  provisions,  then  it  is 
manifest  that,  during  the  progress  of  their  creation, 
we  have  a  system  mixed  of  bank  and  individual 
agency,  without  any  sensible  limitatien  upon  the 
discretion  of  the  Secretary  who  administers  it.  Nor 
is  this  all:  the  law  of  23d  June,  1836»  will  then 
operate  as  a  premium  to  the  erection  of  new  banks, 
which  alone  ean  enjoy  its  benefits  under  such  a 
construction  of  its  provisions.    The  effect  of  this 
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bouaiy  would  probably  be  to  call  new  banks  into 
existence;  and  when  enough  of  these  had  arisen  to 
fulfil  the  provisions  of  the  law,  we  should  have 
the  very  system  which  has  already  failed  upon  our 
hands.  la-^'siving  these  various  constructions  of 
Regulating  the  Treasury  Department, 
;  no  opinion  of  our  own  in  relation  to 
It.  is  net  necessary  to  do  so.  We  state  the 
!  opinions  upon  this  subject,  to  indicate  the 
ous  latitude  of  the  discretion  now  letl  in  the 
r  of  the  Treasury.  And  yet,^notwithstand- 
ing  this  immense  discretion  reposed  in  the  [Secreta- 
jy  of  the  Treasury,  it  is  still  almost  impossible  for 
him  to  administer  the  Department  with  conveni- 
ence to  himself  and  safety  to  the  Government.  So 
much  is  left  to  the  discretion  of  his  subordinates, 
that  it  is  very  difficult  \»  enforce  a  strict  and  speedy 
responsibility  for  the  public  funds. 

It  would  seem  to  be  clear,  then,  that  neither  of 
the  parties  which  divide  the  country  upon  the  cur- 
rency question  can  approve  of  the  present  state  of 
the  laws  which  regulate  the  Treasury  Department. 
If,  therefore,  the  plan  now  proposed  be  not  the 
vejry  best  in  the  opinion  of  (either  of  these  divisions, 
it  is  respectfully  submitted  whether  it  may  not  be 
fairly  entitled  to  the  asseni  of  all  who  think  it  bet- 
ter than  the  existing  state  of  things.  In  considera- 
tion, therefore,  of  the  reasons  which  we  have  pre- 
sented, we  respectfully  submit  a  bill. 


STATE  OP  THE  FINANCES. 

SPEECH  OF  MR.  RHETT. 

Op  South  Carolina, 
JniKe  Hotae  qf  RepresetUaHves^  Febrtutnf  1, 1839 — 

On  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 

Means  on  the  state  of  the  finances. 

Mr.  RHETT  rose  and  said: 

Mr.  Speaker:  I  am  a  member  of  the  Committee 
of  Ways  a'nd  Means,  and  I  trust,  therefore,  the 
House  will  perceive  the  propriety  of  my  defending 
the  leport  this  committee  has  made  on  the  state  of 
the  financcF,  and  of  showing,  if  I  can,  that  the 
<* magnificent  blunders"  and  "scandalous  igno- 
rance'* imputed  to  it  by  the  gentleman  from  Penn- 
sylvania, [Mr.  BioDLE,]  exist  rather  in  his  fancy 
than  in  fact.  So  enormous  and  complicated,  in- 
deed, do  our  errors  appear,  in  the  sober  estimatipn 
of  that  gentleman,  that  the  usual  process  of  amend- 
ment in  the  House  will  not  do.  On  a  motion  made 
by  the  chairman  of  the  committee  [Mr.  Cambre- 
LENoJ  for  leave  to  strike  out  a  single  sentence  in  a 
part  of  the  appendix,  containing  a  statement  from 
the  Indian  Bureau,  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylva- 
nia moves  to  recommit  the  whole  report,  that  it 
may  undergo  a  thorough  and  laborious  lustration 
from  its  manifold  impurities.  Fortunately,  sir,  the 
gentleman  has  given  us  an  enumeration  of  our  er- 
rors, by  which  the  House  can  judge  of  the  propriety 
of  his  motion;  and  the  labors  of  the  committee,  if 
his  motion  prevails,  may  be  greatly  abridged. 

But  before  I  enter  on  these  imputed  errors  in  the 
report,  permit  me  to  say  a  few  words  as  to  the  prin- 
ciples on  which  the  House  will  recommit  a  report, 
or  the  members  of  a  Ci>tnmittee  may  be  held  respon- 
sible for  its  facts.  It  is  most  obvious  that  in  a  la- 
borious and  leDgthy  document,  like  that  under  con- 
sideration, containing  thousands  of  facts,  there  may 
be  slight  inaccuracies  both  in  fact  and  inferences, 
which  the  committee  may  overlook,  and  the  House 
would  diitregard.  But  if  any  uMiterial  fact,  leading 
to  any  material  principle  is  misstated,  the  commit- 
tee, the  whole  committee,  is  blameable;  and  if  many 
such  errors  exist,  so  as  to  render  it  at  all  ditlicult  to 
rectify  them  in  the  House,  the  report  ought  to  be 
recommitted.  I  will  add  one  other  principle  not 
affecting  the  relatioc^t  between  the  committee  and 
the  House.  "Libels'*  or  "scandals,"  (as  the 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  calls  them,)  on  indi- 
viduals not  oil  this  floor,  ought  clearly  to  be  stricken 
from  a  report.  They  constitute,  indeed,  good 
ground  for  contemptuously  spurning  the  document 
which  contains  them  from  your  table.  Now,  with 
these  principles  for  our  conduct,  which,  I  trust,  will 
obil^in  the  sanction  of  every  gentleman  who  hears 
roe',  let  us  examine  the  errors  imputed  to  the  com- 
mittee by  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania. 


The  first— and,  if  it  exists  at  all,  I  trust  I  will 
show  the  only--error  in  fact  made  by  the  com- 
mittee, is  that  with  respect  to  the  pension  laws, 
which  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  has  quoted 
tn  his  speech,  now  in  my  hand. 

"Prior  to  1836,"  says  the  report,  "there  was  no 
departure  from  the  ordinary  pension  rules,  except 
as  to  Revolutionary  soldiers;  but  in  that  year,  pro- 
vision was  made  generally  for  pensions  in  ordinary 
eases  of  death,  while  in  the  service  aAer  the  SOth 
April,  1818,  whether  of  wounds  or  nor.*' 

The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  contends 
that  the  the  act  of  *3G  included  the  militia  only; 
whereas,  the  statement  in  this  clause  of  the  report 
is,  that  it  includes  the  re^lar  army  also;  and  that 
this  is  a  foul  imputation  on  the  12,000  men  who 
compose  it.  Now,  sir,  I  am  willing  to  admit,  that 
the  inference  contended  for  may  be  deduced  from 
the  words  of  the  report.  Certainly  its  language  is 
not  quite  as  explicit  as  I  should  desire;  but  the  ques- 
tion is  not,  whether  there  is  room  for  an  erroneous 
inference  by  those  who  may  be  Ignorant  of  our 
pension  laws,  but  whether  there  is  any  error  in 
fact.  Has  the  report  stated  what  is  untrue,  as  the 
gentleman  maintainsi?  This  will  turn,  entirely,  on 
the  meaning  of  the  word  "generally**  in  the  clause. 
Neither  the  regular  army,  nor  the  militia,  are  ex- 
pressly mentioned.  Does  the  use  of  this  word,  ne- 
cessarily include  the  regular  army?  The  gentle- 
man admits  that  the  whole  militia  are  provided  for 
by  the  act  of  '36.  Well,  is  it  not,  then,  a  provision 
^'generally''  for  the  whole  militia?  and  when  the 
act  itself,  in  reference  to  which  the  committee  uses 
this  general  phraseology,  i»  specifically  mentioned, 
and  quoted  as  its  authority,  what  ground  can  there 
be  for  misapprehensioni  The  committee  is  ad* 
dressing  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  an  as- 
sembly of  distinguished  lawyers,  and  it  ought  not 
to  be  a  very  violent  presumption,  that  they  arc  not 
entirely  ignorant  of  the  act  of  '36,  and  will,  there- 
fore, not  feel  profoundly  puzzled  with  the  general 
phrase  used  in  describing  it.  The  act  of  *36,  is  a 
general  act  in  favor  of  the  militia;  it  would  be  more 
general,  if  it  extended  to  the  regular  army;  it  would 
be  still  more  general^  if  it  embraced  all  the  ofilcers 
and  retainers  of  the  Government,  whether  in  its 
citil  or  military  employment.  But  because  legis- 
-  la  ion,  extending  to  the  militia  and  regular  army, 
or  all  the  oflScers  of  this  Gevemment,  would  be  ge- 
neral, it  does  not  follow,  that  legislation,  with  re- 
spect U)  any  one  of  these  great  departments  of  ser- 
vice, may  not,  with  proprety,  be  termed  general 
also.  To  maintain  the  contrary  would  involve  us 
in  an  absurd  calculation  of  quantities. 

But  there  is  another  clause,  on  which  the  gen- 
tleman from  Pennsylvania  relies,  to  prove  that  the 
regular  army  was  included  in  their  general  phrase- 
ology. "If,"  says  the  committee  in  ooocluding 
their  remarks  on  the  subject  of  pensions,  "if  we 
continue  to  grant  pensions,  in  cases  of  ordinary 
death,  in  peace  or  in  war,  to  the  representatives  of 
all  who  are  employed  in  the  military  service, 
whether  in  the  regular  army  or  not,  and  to  all  in 
the  naval  service,  we  shall  soon  follow  the  exam- 
ple of  some  monarchies,"  &c.  Here,  again,  is 
loose  phraseology;  but  there  is  no  assertion  that  the 
innovation  spoken  of,  actually  extends  to  all  the 
services  enumerated;  for  if  so,  then  the  suggestion 
that  we  shall  soon  follow  the  example  of  some  mo- 
narchies, is  absurd.  We  are  actually  following 
their  example.  The  clause  is  merely  hypothetical. 
It  supposes  a  state  of  things  not  existing,  and  points 
to  their  example,  to  be  avoided. 

But  I  am  willing,  Mr.  Speaker,  to  admit,  if  the 
gentleman  wishes  it,  that  the  regular  army  are'  in- 
clqded  in  the  general  phraseology  the  committee 
has  useil;  what  harm  is  it?  The  committee  is  ar- 
guing upon  grave  matters  of  principle  and  policy. 
It  says,  that  a  departure  from  the  principle  of  pen- 
sioning only  the  families  of  those  who  fall  in  bat- 
tle, or  die  of  wounds  received  in  the  service,  has 
been  made,  and  they  quote  the  act  of  1836  to 
support  their  assertion.  That  such  legislation 
exists  with  respect  to  the  militia  and  the  navy, 
is  not  denied.  Of  what  consequence,  sir,  is  it 
to  the  principle  against  which  they  are  eon- 
tending — of  what  consequence  can  it  be  to  the 
House  in  legislating  on  this  great  prindplc-^if 
in  their  general  phraseology,  they  do  imply   or 


assert  that  tbe  regular  army  is  favored  by  simi? 
lar  legislationl     Certainly  the  inielligeQce  of  tht 
House  can  be  but  liitte  perverted  by  so  hannlesi 
an  error.      But  then  it  is  a  foul  wroog  to  vb 
dividnals — ^it  is  an  atrociona  (lander  on  the  Rphx 
army,  who  not  being  here  to  defend  themselm, 
the    gentleman   from   Pennsylvania,  generooriy 
steps  forth  to  shield  them  from  l^e  imputa^oiL 
Sir,  we  have  suddenly  become  very  chary  oui  Ae 
subject  of  pensions.    I  like  thii  tone  of  high  dii. 
dain,  at  beii^  supposed  to  be  peraionerB  on  tkh 
Government;  but  1  fear  the  gtatleman  has  it  all  m 
himself,  aUd  that  there  is  but  very  little  participa- 
tion in'- his  feelings  by  those  whom  he  soppon 
himself  defending.    If  such  a  noble  spirit  of  iak* 
pendence  existed,  there  woald  be  some  hops,  tkat 
our  whole  pension  system,  not  exceeded  ia  pi^. 
gacy  by  that  of  any  people  on  earth,  would  aoM 
day  or  other  come  to  an  end,  instead  of  greviag 
young  with  years,  and  accnnnlaiing  with  vmj 
exhaustion.     Your  army  of  forty-two  theaaaai 
pensioners,  mig:ht  then  be  disbanded,    llie  pnopo- 
sit  ions  pertinaciously  made  here  every  session,  to 
extend  your  pension  laws  to  new  objeots,  night 
then  cease;  and  no  more  pension  bills  would  bs 
smuggled  through  this  House  unobserved  n  the 
close  of  the  ftession,  absorbing  millioae.    Bnt  I 
fear,  sir,  that  the  gentleman  from  Peansytvuittii 
greatly  mistaken,  in  supposing  iliat  he  repRsew 
correctly  on  this  subject  the  feelings  and  wiEfaetof 
the  regular  army.    What   he  considen  a  ioil 
slander,  they  would  hail,  if  a  reality,  as  a  Uesiiiig. 
What  he  eschews  for  them  in  proud  disdain,  aaaa 
imputation  on  their  honor,  they  are  urgenfly  seek- 
ing.   I  have  seen  elaborate  essays  in  the  ptpeESi 
vindicating  their  claims  to  this  very  boon  inm 
Congress;  and  last  ses^on  the  subject  washros^ 
before  the  Military  Committee,  and  is  again  st  ihh 
session,  I  understand,  pressed  on  their  oonsidem- 
tion.    A  huge  wrong,  truly,  lo  imply  that  die 
where  they  may,  in  peace  orin  war,  in  a  bamokdr 
on  the  battle  field»  their  families  ars  providedlod  f 
grievotis  slander  to  suppose,  that  the  reg|olar  amy  ii 
put  on  the  same  footing  with  Che  militia  nA  i^ 
navy,  in  the  kind  benefieenee  of  this  QcrerasMBt! 
6ir,  if  the  report  is  erroneoos  ia  making  such  weh 
tions,  it  has  put  forth  neither  a  slander  nor  a  «n»g. 
It  states  only  what  ought  to  be,  if  yourpraseat  legiski- 
tion  is  to  continue.    Why  shoold  anexeepiioa  be 
made  of  the  regular  army,  ia  either  jowjvtina 
folly?    Is  it  less  useful,  or  patriotie,  or  bcave,ttaia 
the  milrtia  or  navy?    I  hesitate  not  to  say,  that  m- 


less  you  repeal  your  acts  by  which  your  _ 
system  has  been  extendi  u  o  the  fkmUia  of  dum 
who  die  neither  of  wounds,  nor  in  battle,  ia  yoar 
militia  and  navy  service,  you  are  bound  to  eiieid 
these  provisions  to  the  regalar  army.  Sir,  I  go  & 
step  further— on  the  same  principle,  you  ue  bound 
to  extend  your  system  to  all  who  die  in  year  sw- 
vice,  either  in  the  civil  or  military  departncsis  oC 
the  Government.  What  is  the  diflerenoe  botweea 
the  case  of  a  soldier  who  dies  in  a  timeofpfsfooff^ 
peace  quietly  in  a  barrack,  without  perhaps  hamg 
even  seen  the  smoke  of  an  enemy  ^  camp,  and  that 
of  a  clerk  who  dies  in  your  service,  in  any  •f  yj* 
bureaus^  Indeed,  the  poor ^ertemay  have wcokn • 
harder  at  a  more  unhealthy  occupation,  and  piob«- 
bly  for  far  less  compensation.  Yon  are  bonnd  to 
carry  out  the  principle,  if  jnsl,  fairly  to  aU.  io^ 
opinion  the  principle  of  yoar  whole  pensioBiydM 
is  wrong.  It  sprung  from  a  vicions  staxe  ^V^ 
Treasury,  resulting  fi^m  the  stiU  mom  vieiMf 
principle  of  the  protective  policy,  and  has  not  «• 
particle  of  justice  or  patriotism  to  sopfoit  iL 
Neither  the  soldier  nor  the  civil  officer  is  exen]^ 
from  the  common  fatality  of  death;  and  he  kaosi 
when  he  enters  into  the  service  of  theOovexuDBi^ 
what  it  requires  him  to  perform,  and  the  c<NfF^' 
tion  he  is  to  receive.  He  enters  it  volnnoui^i  •* 
voluntarily  he  can  leave  it  v.ben  he  pleasea  b 
private  life;  who  would  think  L^ta^elf  bound  tonp 
port  the  families  of  all  who  die  m  his  ewptoyaiaft 
And  what  would  be  thought  of  a  Legishtii^ 
which  should  pass  a  law  imposing  such  an  dd%i^ 
tion  on  individuals?  The  wildesl  agnriaaiai  w- 
ver  advanced  a  proftct  so  fatal  to  the  nghtt  ef fi^ 
perty  and  individual  independence*  Yet  ihat  «i^ 
IS  die  sillied  extrnvagatioft,  or  the  aott  UiffV^T^ 
iquity,  when  enforced  oa  individuals,  becomes  pe 
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tnotism,  and  jQstioe,  and  honor,  when^enforcAd  on 
Um  peopte. 

The  next  error,  the  gentleman  from  PennsyWa- 
■ia  has  delected  in  the  report,  is  an  error  of  omis- 
aioa  merely.  The  committee  does  not  state,  as  he 
Mpposes  they  ought  to  have  done,  that  the  navy 
poBsioa  fand  originated  from  prizes  taken  daring 
Ibe  last  war,  and  contributions  from  the  officers  and 
aeaitteQ.  It  merely  speaks  of  this  fund,  as.  one  over 
which  Congress  has  extended  its  legislation,  and  de- 
stroyed by  ils  nnwise  provisions.  Sir^  are  we  to 
presame  that  this  body  knows  nothing?  Ignorant 
M  we  may  be,  in  the  estimation  of  the  gentleman 
ttom  Pennsylvania,  are  we  to  suppose  the  Congress 
ot  the  United  States  to  be  still  more  igooranil  Most 
we  menticuD  every  thing,  at  the  peril  of  having  it 
•husged  npon  as  that  we  know  nothingl  And  if 
fte  committee  has  spoken  as  if  the  Government  of 
the  United  States  was  responsible  for  this  fnnd, 
k«ve  they  greatly  erred?  Does  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania  not  see,  that  so  far  as  the  future  ope- 
ntioos  of  navy  pensions  are  concerne^f  it  is  per- 
looly  immaterial,  from  what  source,  the  former 
ezbatt.sted  resources  of  the  navy  fund,  may  have 
ofiginatedl  We  have  kindly  taken  the  fnnd  under 
our  paternal  care,  and  have  divided  it  out  indiscri- 
oiiaately  to  the  families  ol  all  wfio  die  in  the  ser- 
vice. It  is  nearly  consumed.  What  is  to  be  done? 
Will  we  not  be  bound  to  make  good  our  own  im- 
providence, and  supply  the  means  we  have  ex- 
hausted, to  carry  out  our  own  legislation?  Will  nut 
Ibe  gentleman  himself,  and  bis  friends,  hold  this 
■  Government  responsible,  and  strenuously  claim,  in 
fvlore,  a  quiet  anchorage  of  the  whole  navy  pen- 
sion system,  as  ii  now  exists,  on  the  Treasury  of 
the  United  Sta^?  We  will  see,  sir-t-we  will  see. 
Bot  an  incoasistency  is  detected  in  the  report — a 
mighty  inconsijOency,  on  the  snbject  of  steam  navi- 
gation, and  steam  hatteries.  In  the  .first  part  of  the 
report,  the  committee  saggestj  that  **the  improve- 
ment tn  ffeom  nmi^atiwi  seems  to  promise  a  revo- 
intion  in  the  mode  of  condacting  maritime  war,*'— 
wfatteh  the  report  says,  ''will  be  noticed  hereafter." 
The  snbject  is  noticed  afterwards;  ^d  the  commit- 
toe  expresses  the  opinion,  ih^t  "the  reeent  improve- 
ment iAsfeent  WCmfs,  renders  it  certain,  that  a 
Tory  important  revolution  is  about  to  be  effected, 
not  only  in  harbor  and  coast  defences,  bat  in  the 
whole  system  oi  maritime  war." ,  Here  are  the 
aentenoes;  and  I  am  compelled  to  ask,  where  are 
the  inconsistencies  they  contain?  A  ''magnificent 
Unndec,".  although  always,  I^sniypose,  exciting  to 
the  imagination,  ought  at  least  to  be  visible. 

The  last  key  on  which  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvaoia  6tnick  is,  however,  the  most  deli- 
cate; and  probably  the  caase  of  all  the  discord  in 
the  report.  The  tariff— the  document  \»  against 
the  tariff,  with  all  ils  train  of  abuses  and  corrup- 
tion. Is  not  this  the  true  cause  pf  the  gentleman's 
eUssatisfactioa?  and  does  it  not  extend  to  the  whole 
report?  Woald  he  not  strangle  it,  if  he  coaM,  by 
reeoinmitting  it,  or  by  any  other  means  his  hostility 
eonld  invent?  The  causes  of  legislative  extrava- 
gance it  discloses,  and  the  methods  of  economy  and 
retrenchment  it  advises-.-are  not  these  detestable 
in  his  estimation?  He  dees  not  say  so.  He  holds 
himself  anoommitted  on  the  sabject  of  the  proteo- 
cire  policy— 4>at  he  denounces,  the  report,  for  ex- 
fweasing  the  opinion,  that  tl^s  policy  origintied 
from  the  last  war,  and  the  high  duties  rendered  he- 
cec886ary,  from  the  eaormoos  4ebt  in  which  we 
vere  involved;  and  to  prove  our  error,  he  quotes 
one  of  the  first  acts  passed  by  the  Government,  in 
which  the  eocourageu^ent  of  manufactures  is  men- 
tioned; and  contends,  ai»d  its  recital,  that  the  pro- 
teclive  policy  is  coeval  with  its  existence.  Sir,  .tbjs 

.  siga  OMy  be  as  equivocal  as  some  ef  the  langoftge 
oa  the  report;  and  the  gentleman  will  pardon  us,  if 
we  mwsappraheAd  him.  If-  it  may  not  be  too  pre- 
asmpmons,  however,  i  woald  suggest,  that  what 
he  ebaigesin  his  eager  hostility,  as  an  error  in  ^ct, 
may  he  only  a  difference  in  inference— a  difference 

.    in   opinion.      The   committee  think,  laaagrt  its 
..    ^mamble,  thai  the  act  of  '89  was  strictly  a  re- 

.f.9ea«e   ac^  ao4  tlMLt.:pr|Aibitiotf,   to   the  injury 

.  of  revcaoe,.  was  naither.  intended,  nor  effected 
by  its  operation;  and  in  this  opinion,  they  cer- 
tainlj  appear  to  have  tht  gnat  mass  of  intelligent 

w.tAuakeiaiaihe  UttiiQA  iwth  lhem«    If  the  pr4j«> 


tive  policy  commenced  then — how  comes  it,  that 
a  distingnshed  statesmen,  then  a  boy  on  the  green 
hills  01*  viiginia,  has  the  reputation  of  its  paterni- 
tjr?  How  is  it,  that  another  distinguished  states- 
man, from  South  Carolina,  from  the  support  he 
give  to  tue  tariff  act  of  1816,  has  been  also  repeat- 
edly charged — charged  but  last  winter  in  the  other 
wing  of  the  Capitol,  with  having  originated  it?  The 
first  act  passed  nakedly  and  simply  for  protection, 
was,  I  think,  an  act  passed  in  1820,  affecting  hard- 
ware and  cutlery.  Tne  first  occasion  on  which 
the  principles  of  prohibition  for  the  benefit  of 
manufactures  on  the  one  side,  and  free  trade  on 
the  other,  were  broadly  and  distinctly  opposed,  was 
on  the  tariff  bill  of  18124.  We  fell  then,  as  I  fear 
we  will  never  fall  again,  with  the  best  blood  of 
New  England  by  our  side,  contending  bravely  for 
the  great  principles  of  justice  and  liberty.  With 
profound  deference,  therefore,  I  would  submit — 
the  committee  have  misstated  no  fact.  They  have 
only  ventured  to  differ  from  the  gentleman  in  infer- 
ences, as  I  suppose  they  have  done,  in  the  whole 
scope  of  their  opinions.  If  those  opinions  are' 
wrong,  take  the  vote,  and  disagree  to  the  report;  but 
the  catalogue  of  errors  the  gentleman  has  exhibited, 
will  hardly  justify  any  action  by  this  House,  much 
less  the  stong  measure  he  proposes.  'But  it  is  time 
to  leave  the  gentleman,  and  turn  to  the  teport  it- 
self. 

It  has  been  objected  to  the  Administration  party 
on  this  floor,  that  they  are  Republicans  in  profes- 
sion, but  the  rankest  Federalists  in  practice — that 
whilst  they  proclaim  economy  by  their  lips,  they 
vote  for  the  most  extravagant  apjvropriations.  The 
distrust  inspired  by  these  charges  now  constitute 
the  only  barrier  to  the  trinmphant  success  of  the 
Republican  patty  in  the  South,  and,  consequently, 
in  the  Union.  Whilst  I  believe  this  charge  to  be 
untrue,  so  far  as  the  mass  of  the  party  at  present  is 
concerned,  (I  have  nothing  to  do  with  the  past,) 
truth  compels  me  to  admit,  that  the  charge  is  not 
without  foundation,  from  the  conduct  of  many  of 
its  members  on  this  floor.  On  all  questionable 
objects  of  expenditure,  this  appears  to  me  to  be  the 
position  of  parlies  here.  The  Opposition  from  the 
North  and  West  go,  on  principle,  en  must^  for 
these  appropriations.  The  supporters  of  the  Ad- 
ministration from  the  same  regions,  go  also  gene- 
rally, for  them,  but  against  the  principles  of  their 
party,  under  the  strong  pressure  of  local  interest*. 
The  South  alone  consistently  and  uniformly  speak 
and  vote  against  them.  It  is  one  of  the  in- 
evitable effect  of  undisputed  power,  to  forget 
general  principles,  and  to  go  for  temporary  ex- 
pedients, in  subserviency  to  local  interests.  But 
sir,  the  chastening  hand  of  adversity  is  come. 
The  day  of  reckoning  for  the  Republican  party  is 
at  hand,  and  every  departure  from  their  principles 
— every  abuse  that  undispntpd  sway  and  im- 
aginary irresponsibility  has  tempted  them  to 
commit,  is  now  brought  out  in  fearful 
array  against  them.  And  they  must  meet  and 
answer  the  account.  And  how  shall  they  best  an- 
swer? By  professions  merely — by  loud  calls  to  the 
people  for  assistance?  No,  sir,  by  conduct— by 
action,  such  as  this  report  recommends.  Be  true 
to  the  people,  and  they  will  be  true  to  you.  Meet 
the  enemy  on  the  old  battle  fields  of  '98  and  ^99— 
where  the  monuments  of  former  victories  rear  their 
proud  heads  all  around  you.  Rally  faithfully  on 
your  ancient,  unconquered,  and  imconquerable 
principles^nd  the  proud  bird  of  conquest  will 
again  spread  its  wings  over  your  standards,  and 
fly  from  victory  to  victory,  until  your  free  institu- 
tions shall  be  co-existent  with  our  race — and  na- 
tions shall  rise  up  and  call  you  blessed.  But  if  you 
basely  belie  your  own  principles — ^ride  over  your 
own  banners — and  seek  refuge  in  the  ranks  of  your 
opppnents  for  the  sake  of  some  paltry  local  inte- 
^^what  fate  awaits  yon?— What  doom  do  you 
de^rve?  May  you  not  see  it,  in  the  bitter  taunts, 
and  stem  menaces  of  your  opponents?  May  you 
not  hear  it,  in  anticipation,  in  the  murmuring 
wrath  of  a  betrayed  and  rained  people?  You  Will 
fall  without  honor— without  regret— disgraced— 
Bpomed— -trampled  on,  with  an  overthrow  that 
shall  hardly  be  retrievable. .  I  speak,  sir,  plaiply ; 
bat  in  no  spirit  of  hostility.  Where  my  sympathies 
and  fdeadship  lie,  no  one  here  pan  misapprehend. 


Mr.  I^taker,  a  distinct  issoe  is  presented  by 
this  report  for  the  action  of  the  Hoase.  The  com- 
mittee has  made  an  exhibit  of  the  state  of  the 
Treasury,  which,  if  true,  presents  this  alternative. 
Yon  must  suspend  your  appropriations  forhafbors, 
light-houses,  and  fortifications,  or  you  mast  effect 
a  loan,  and  create  a  new  debt,  to  carry  on  these  * 
projects  of  improvement.  We  have  nearly  eight 
millions  of  Treasury  notes  now  in  circulation,  un- 
redeemed. If  these  branches  of  expenditure  are 
to  be  carried  on,  Congress  must  make  a  debt  of 
six  millions  more,  making  an  aggregate  of  some 
fourteen  millions  of  dollars.  As  a  matter  of  ex- 
penditure, the  question  which  arises  in  thn  state 
of  things,  is  no  longer  what  it  has  heretofore  been, 
when  your  Treasury  was  overflowing,  and  it  was 
thought  to  be  patriotism  to  exhaust  it.  It  is  not  a 
mere  question  of  appropriation  at  all,  for  we  have 
not  got  the  money  to  appropriate.  But  it  is  a 
question  of  debt — ^not  a  temporary  Indebtedness 
like  that  authorized  at  the  last  session  of  Congress, 
being  a  mere  anticipation  of  funds  which  we  pos- 
sessed but  could  not  render  available — but  of  naked 
debt,  to  support  and  carry  on  these  great  branches 
af  expenditure.  Now,  sir,  at  the  extra  se^sii^n, 
when  the  question  of  the  postponement  of  the 
fourth  instalment  to  be  deposited  with  the  States, 
was  under  consideration — at  the  last  session  of 
Congress,  when  the  Treasury  note  bill  was  under 
consideration — at  the  present  session,  on  all  occa- 
sions, the  Opposition  on  this  floor,  North,  West, 
and  South,  have  been  denouncing  the  Administra- 
tion for  its  extravagant  appropriations.  Yes,  sir! 
the  very  men,  from  the  North  and  West,  who  ever 
move  in  solid  column  for  every  expenditare^by 
whose  united  votes  all  these  profligate  appropria- 
tions they  denounce  were  mainly  carried — ^these 
men  rail  at  the  (Government  for  lis  lavish  waste 
of  the  public  treasure,  and  talk  loudly  of  econo- 
my in  our  disbursements.  Now  here  is  a  prac- 
tical test,  by  which  they  can  vindicate  their 
patriotic  horror  of  extravagance. '  Here  is  an  in- 
strument, by  which  the  mask  may  be  torn  off  from 
all  political  hypocrites,  whether  of  the  Administra- 
tion or  Opposition.  We  daily  hear  also,  unre- 
mitted and  violent  denunciations,  of  Rrecutive 
power,  patronage,  and  corruption,  and  reform  in 
these  great  essentials,  seems  to  be  the  only  shibo- 
leth  of  the  Opposition.  Here,  now,  is  reform,  pro- 
posed by  this  report,  going  to  the  root  of  Executive 
abases.  Prom  what  source  does  all  Executive 
patronage  and  corruption  originate?  Is  it  not  in 
the  appointment  of  offices,  and  the  application  of 
money?  And  who  creates  the  offices,  and  raises 
the  money,  intrusted  to  Executive  drwretion?  You, 
sir, — the  members  on  this  floor.  Not  an  office  can ' 
be  created— not  dollar  to  be  drawn  from  the 
Treasury,  but  by  yonr  legislation.  And  is  it  not 
therefore  strange,  to  hear  gentlemen  grow  hoarse 
with  declaiming,  in  swelling  pathos,  against  Execu- 
tive power  and  corruption,  as  fatal  to  the  liberties 
of  the  people,  and  ere  their  voices  are  cold  on  the  air, 
to  see  them  voting  millions  upon  millions  away  upon 
the  most  questionable  objects  of  expenditure,  to 
be  administered  by  this  very  Executive?  Do  they  be- 
lieve what  they  say,  or  are  they  deceiving,  to  betray 
the  people?  Here,  again,  is  an  opportunity  pre- 
sented by  this  report,  which  they  should  hail  with 
gratnlations,  by  which  the  sincerity  of  their  pro- 
fessions may  be  tested.  They  can  now  demon- 
strate to  the  the  people,  who  are  in  favor  of  prac- 
tical economy  and  reform.  Will  they  go  with  the 
report,  or  will  they  propose  to  raise,  by  a  debt,  six 
millions  of  dollars,  to  be  expended  by  the  Execu- 
tive, in  addition  to  the  twenty-nine  millions,  re- 
commended by  the  committee  for  the  ensuing 
yeart  The  signs  are  already  breaking  fonh  in 
stormy  dissatisfaction;  and  I  trust,  by  their  full 
glare,  the  uue  characters  of  the  contending  parties, 
will  ere  long  be  clearly  seen. 

Mr.  Speaker,  there  is  yet  another  queslilQin,  than 
that  of  economy  or  extravagance  in  expenditure, 
involved  in  the  recommendations  of  this  report. 
If  by  unnecessaiy  and  profligate  appropriations, 
you  exceed  the  means  in  your  Treasury,  and  cre- 
ate a  debt  by  which  they  may  be  supported,  how 
can  the  tariff  act  of  1833,  commonly  called  the 
compromise  act,  be  carried  into  effect?  There  are 
two  ways  by  which  that  act  may  be  yjolated— by ' 
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directly  altering  the  rales  of  daty  it  contains,  or  by 
accomulating  a  debt,  by  which  the  dat«es  in  1842 
caRHOc  be  reduced,  in  the  words  of  the  act,  "to  the 
wants  of  an  economical  administration  of  the  Go- 
vernment.'* The  latter  method,  because  thtt  most 
insidJouF,  will  probably  be  resorted  to  by  those 
disposed  to  set  this  act  aside.  Now,  sir,  I  beg  gen- 
tlemen distinctly  to  understand,  that  as  one  of  the 
representatives  from  the  South,  I  have  not  the 
smallest  objection  to  their  violating  its  provisions. 
Under  a  most  reckless  system  of  expenditures,  be- 
gotten by  its  detestable  excesses,  twenty-eight  mil- 
lions deposited  with  the  States,  has  already  been 
unrighteously  raised  from  the  people,  beyond  even 
the  imas;inary  wants  of  the  Gk)vernment,  merely 
for  the  benefit  of  manufacturers.  For  myself,  I 
regret  that  the  circumstances  under  which  that 
act  was  passed,  will  prevent  me  from  disregard- 
insi  its  provisions  Until  1842,  to  which  period 
the  reductions  under  this  act  extends,  the  manu- 
facturers have  a  moral  right  to  expect  that  the 
protection  it  affords,  will  be  continued.  I  should, 
in  private  life,  respect  the  terms  of  an  arrangement 
made  under  the  circumstances  which  produced 
this  act,  and  I  have  no  political,  distinct  from 
my  private  honor.  But  if  gentlemen  will  set 
aside  its  enactments,  they  shall  have  my  cordial 
good  wishes  in  their  enterprise.  My  constituents, 
at  least  if  they  are  still  actuated  by  their  ancient 
free  spirit,  will  lose  nothing  by  its  repeal.  I  am 
ready  at  all  times — ^ready  now,— this  moment,  lo 
meet  the  issue  such  legislation  would  present.  It 
cannot  be  far  off,— -and  the  sooner  great  principles 
of  constitutional  liberty  are  settled,  the  better  for 
the  people, — the  better  for  the  oppressor  and  the 
oppressed.  Whe-n  that  great  controversy  comes,  if 
I  shall  still  occupy  the  seat  amongst  you,  I  have  of 
late  so  inadequately  filled,  I  shall  not  turn  aside  to 
take  up  the  challenge  of  the  gentleman  from  Penn- 
sylvania. I  shall  seek  no  gladiatorial  strife.  I 
shall  <onch  no  knightly  shiold.  I  shall  attempt  to 
perform  no  feats  of  intellectual  warfare,  by  which 
I  may  earn  the  meed  of  personal  renown,  from  the 
fdir  or  brave.  No.  No.  The  questions  then  aris- 
ing, may  be  too  deep,— too  vitally  affecting  the  li- 
berties of  the  people,  and  the  existence  of  this 
Union,  for  us  to  think  of  our  personal  appearance, 
amidst  its  fierce  agitations.  We  should  rather  en- 
deavor to  sink  oun»elves  in  the  mighty  interests, 
and  sttil  more  mighty  principles  they  may  in- 
volve,— affecting,  perhaps,  the  destiny  of  our  con- 
stituents, and  their  posterity,  to  all  time  to  come. 
My  position  and  participation  in  that  conflict,  come 
when  it  may,  if  unfelt,  shall  not  be  unknown.  As 
I  have  ever  been,  so  shall  I  then  be  found,  striv- 
ing, although  feebly,  against  privilege  and  mono- 
poly~<sontending  for  the  rights  of  the  many  against 
the  oppression  of  the  few — for  the  Constitution  as 
our  fathers  gave  it  to  us,  un  perverted  to  the  infa- 
mous purposes  of  sectional  aggrandizement,  or 
prostituted  to  the  still  more  degrading  influence  rf 
manufacturing  and  moneyed  corporations.  In  snch 
a  cause,  the  weakest  may  be  strong— the  most  fear- 
ful, brave.  Although  gentlemen  affect  not  to  sec, — 
they  feel  and  know,  that  the  principles  of  this 
great  controversy  are  implicated  in  your  action  on 
this  report. 

A  little  longer,  Mr.  Speaker,  on  the  subject  of 
expenditures  by  the  CSoveniment,  and  I  have  done. 
The  subject  has  been  considered  rather  with  a  view 
to  the  immediate  objects  for  which  appropriations 
are  diade,  than  in  its  bearing  on  our  free  institu- 
tions. Permit  me  to  present  a  few  observation  on 
the  tenddncy  of  profuse  and  profligate  expendi- 
tures to  destroy  our  Republican  forms  of  Govern- 
ment. 

The  question  of  expenditures  may  involve  all 
other  questions.  It  involves,  as  I  have  shown,  the 
question  of  Executive  power  and  patronage.  It 
involves  the  tariff.  It  involves  the  great  question, 
whether  this  shall  be  a  consolidated  or  a  Federal 
Govern ment;  and  thus  may  engulph  the  Ck>nstitu- 
tion  iiself.  From  the  origin  of  this  Government 
there  have  been  two  great  parties,  the  Federal  and 
Republican  parties,  struggling  for  ascendancy  in 
ita  councils.  Their  principles  have  been  fixed,  al- 
though each,  when  in  possession  of  power,  has  oc- 
casionally swerved  from  their  principles.  The  one 
fear8-4he  other  trusts  in  the  people.  The  one  don- 


sequently  seeks  to  establish  a  strong  Government, 
and  a  weak  people — the  other  a  weak  Government, 
and  a  strong  people.  Th«  one  has  been  endeavor- 
ing to  eilenji  the  arm  of  the  Government  into 
every  man^s  pocket,  and  every  man*s  fireside.  The 
other,  striving  to  keep  it  off,  and  confining  it  to 
the  simple  purpose  of  protection  from  injustice 
and  violence  abroad  and  within.  Hence  the  diffe- 
rent action  of  these  two  great  parties,  when  faith- 
ful .to  their  principles,  on  the  subject  of  expendi- 
tures. The  more  expenditure  and  the  more  debt, 
the  stronger  the  GK)vernment  and  the  weaker 
the  people.  It  is  through  the  taxins:  pouer,  the 
receiving  and  disbursing  of  money,  that  the  liber- 
ties of  this  country  can  alone  be  overthrown.  Vio- 
lence to  the  person  of  the  citizen  is  gone  with  the 
feudal  times,  and  will  no  longer  be  attempted  or 
perpetrated  by  the  Government.  Our  danger 
lies  in  enlisting  other  principles  than  those  of 
patriotism  and  the  love  of  liberty  in  support  of  the 
Government.  By  practising  on  the  hopes  and 
fear^^the  selfishness  and  personal  interests  of  indi- 
viduals, through  the  insirumcniality  of  the  money 
power,  all  regard  to  the  general  good  may  be  lost, 
in  the  pio^pect  of  personal  aggrandizement 
of  the  Government  presents;  and  thus,  there  may 
be  gathered  around  it  all  the  meaner,  but 
not  the  least  powerful  principles  of  our  na- 
ture, in  defence  of  all  its  measures.  Of 
course  the  interest  oJ  the  few,  thus  banied  to- 
gether, is  at  the  expense  of  the  many.  Govein- 
raent  can  ortl^  give  by  taking.  If  it  favors  one,  it 
is  by  oppre^iDg  another;  and  the  very  kno^^Medge 
of  this  partiality  and  injustice  breeds  devotion  to 
the  Government,  and  contempt  or  hatred  towards 
those  whom  it  oppresses  for  their  emolument.  All 
taxation  and  expenditure  is,  therefore,  an  evil  wiih 
those  who  want  as  little  Gk)vernment  as  possible. 
All  taxation  and  expenditure,  Is  a  blessing:  totha<>e 
who  want  as  strong  a  Government  as  possible.  It 
has  been  under  the  influence  of  this  latter  class  of 
politicians  that  all  the  efforts  have  been  made  to 
strengthen  this  Government,  and  enlarge  the  sphere 
of  its  operations.  The  funded  debt,  by  which  enor- 
mous profits  were  reaped  by  the  speculator  and  capi- 
talists from  the  Revoloiicnary  soldier,  was  esta- 
blished to  enlist  them  in  support  of  the  Govern- 
ment. From  the  same  source,  originated  the  cstn- 
blishmeni  of  banks  by  this  Government,  and  its  alli- 
ance with  banks.  Prom  the  same  so'irce,  your 
system  of  internal  improvement — your  protective 
tariff— your  whole  course  of  pi-ofligate  expenditure 
and  unjust  taxation.  The  whole  scope  of  their  pn- 
licy  lias  been,  by  bringing  the  Government  to  bear 
on  individuals,  and  great  sectional  interests,  to 
build  up  here  i^  great,  consolidated  Government,  by 
which  the  people  may  be  controlled  and  ruled.  It 
is  no  imputation,  therefore,  on  these  gentlemen,  to 
say,  that  they  are. usually  found  against  economy 
and  retrenchment  in  expenditures — and  are  in  fa- 
vor of  debts,  banks,  tariffs,  and  any  and  every  ex- 
penditure, ingenuity  or  avarice  can  invent.  It  is 
their  system—  their  policy — their  faith — and  not  a 
single  barrier  in  the  Constitution  has  been  found 
strong  enough  to  impede  their  designs.  The  ready 
weapon  of  construction  cuts  through  the  parch- 
ment. 

If  these  politicians  have  hitherto  failed  in  enforc- 
ing their  views  of  government  on  the  people  of  the 
United  States,  they  have  been  far  more  successful 
in  England,  from  whence  indeed  they  have  learned 
their  policy.  We  there  see  it  in  full  operation, 
under  the  national  debt  of  seven  hundred  and 
eighty-seven  millions  of  pounds,  accumulated  on 
the  country.  In  its  first  stages  this  debt  tiight 
have  been  the  accident  of  misrule;  but,  to  the 
younger  Pitt,  I  think,  is  due  the  credit  of  building 
up  to  its  perfection  this  artificial  and  stupendous 
fabric  of  corruption  and  d<»pendency,  by  which 
alone  the  Gk)vernment  of  Great  Britain  is  now 
maintained.  History,  it  apprars  to  me,  has  not 
done  justice  to  this  profoundly  .^Agacious  man.  To 
suppose  that  he  did  not  sec  through  the  fallacies  of 
his  funding  system,  which  he  only  designed  to 
facilitate  loans — to  suppose  that  in  his  continen- 
tal expeditions,  which  all  failed;  and  his  subsidies 
to  continental  powers,  which  all  failed  of  their  ob- 
ject also,  he  looked  only  to  their  operation  abroad, 
is  to  conceive  him  a  very  weak  instead  of  a  very 


great  man.  He  wts  nothing  more  than  a  skOfol 
parliamentary  tactician,  or  a  mere  orator,  with* 
oui  any  of  those  high  aitribntes  of  wisdom,' i»hidi 
seemed  to  constitute  the  genius  of  his  oomiBtiid 
over  the  minds  of  other  men.  His  views  throwb. 
out  fhe  whole  French  war,  if  I  do  not  mistake  his 
character,  were  far  deeper  and  wiser  than  hare 
bffen  ascribed  to  him.  His  chief  object  in  that  eon- 
test,  was,  not  to  conquer  France,  bat  to  eonqaer 
the  people  of  England.  He  feared  the  people; ind 
the'  hideou.s  spectacle  of  popular  misrole,  wkidi 
France  presented,  made  it  the  object  of  hisHfeto 
ward  off  a  similar  catastrophe  from  EngUad. 
To  accomplish  this  end,  he  deliberately  plboged  the 
country  into  debt,  that  he  might  enlist  the  property 
holders  and  capitalists  of  the  country  in  sopjMrt  of 
the  Crown.  Certainly  he  had  no  objeetion  tt  hit 
military  enterprises  proving  successful;  but  that 
was  the  secondary  object  which  guided  his  poU^. 
Mark  with  what  readiness  he  broke  the  treaty  of 
Ameins,  and  renewed  the  war  with  Franot.  Why 
did  he  borrow  the  whole  capital  of  the  Bank  of 
England,  and  thus  make  it  lean  npon  th«Gkmnii>  I 
ment?  To  strengthen  the  Crown—to  sapport  the 
aristocracy — to  prevent  the  people  of  EnglaDdfriHa  * 
reforming  or  changing  their  Government,  was  his 
first  great  object.  And  admirably  has  he  aecoiai 
plished  it;  for  the  dull  heads  who  foltowed  him, 
were  obliged  to  beat  on  in  the  path  he  left  them. 
The  national  debt  of  England  has  been,  and  viH 
long  continue,  to  be  ihe  chief  obstacle  to  all  nformi 
in  her  Government;  the  great  bulwark  of  iheCron 
anil  the  aristocracy,  against  popular  iDnoviiions. 
If,  in  spite  of  its  influence,  great  reformationihaTe 
been  made,  and  the  people  hare  gained  a  gretlff 
influence  in  the  councils  of  the  country,  what  nov, 
without  it,  would  have  been  the  state  of  this  grat 
nation?  A  revolution  would  long  since  have  swept 
e^ver  her  destinies,  before  the  example  ofpopalar 
governraenis,  and  the  influence  of  popular  pnaet- 
pies,  abroad  in  the  world.  I  express  no  opiaioi, 
whether  such  a  revolution  would  have  been  adna- 
tageows  to  the  people  of  England;  for  wbenrsroln- 
tions  begin,  no  one  can  tell  where  they  wttl  end.  I 
expre-s  no  opinion  as  to  the  best  pohcy  to  be  pu^ 
sued  in  the  present  complicated  state  of  the  politial 
affairs  of  England;  but  of  one  thing  I  feel  iHired, 
that  the  Ctneen  of  England  owes  her  CrowD,  and 
the  aristocracy  of  England  their  privileges,  to  ^ 
profound  sagacity  of  William  Pitt. 


REMARKS  OF  MR.  MOORE,        ! 
Of  New  York, 
In  House  of  RepreaetUtOwts,   Janutrjf  11,  18S— 
On  an  amendment  to  the  Pursers*  bill,  atiachiiis 
thereto  the  Warrant  Officers'  bill. 
Mr.  MOORE  -said  that  it  was  not  his  inientin 
to  detain  the  committee  by  any  lengthy  remaiksof 
this  on  this  subject,  for,  so  manifestly  jost  wis  the 
claim  of  this  class  of    officers  to  the  additioBal 
compens  ition  provided  for  by  the  amendmeit,  thit 
an  attempt  to  enforce  it  by  either  aigument  or  ex- 
hortation, cotild  but  be  regarded  by  theeoaimitiv 
as  unnecessary  and  uncaJled  for.    He  would  b^ 
leave  to  remark,  however,  that  this  subject  vis  be-  | 
fore  the  Committee  on  Naval  Afiairs  at  the  IM 
session,  when  it  was  fnlly  examined,  and  that  thi  j 
committee  insUrocted  their  chairman  to  repoft  i  j. 
bill,  which  embraces  the  stibslanceof  thisanai'  i 
ment;  and  that  the  committee,  at  the  past  aad  p»  | 
sent  session,  were  unanimously   in  favor  of  ite  ] 
increase  of  pay  herein  provided  for.    For,  aid  i 
he,  it  is  undeniable  that   the  pay  received  bf>  Ae  j 
warrant  officers  at  present  is  totally  inadei^ieAr 
their  services,  it  being  but  five  bundled  doUaBpir  : 
annum  when  empleyed  on  board  small  vieseisiH  > 
in  navy  yards;  and  at  those  stations  when  vpO'  \ 
ters  are  not  provided  for  the  officers,  itis  aetoriov  | 
that  they  have  to  pay  A-om  one  hundred  aadiltf  | 
to  two  hundred  dollars  a  year  house  rent,  vIm^  : 
leaves  them  but  the  small  sum  of  abom  three bn* 
dred  dollars  to  support  and  clothe  ihemsdvcs  9d 
their  families.     With  permission  of  the  Cba>i 
said  he,  I  will  read  a  single  paragraph  of  a  lew 
from  one  of  onr  oldest  and  most  ezpericneed  n* 
val  officers  (i^nching  this  aubjeot,  (Com.  B«i») 
.  **The  importanoe  of  tfieaent  wanaar  ofiB0  n 
our  iiaT7  has  beea  a  matter  of  dc^  Mliatadiv^ 
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me  from  its  comineiicement  id  the  present  day.  I 
cannot  btlieve  that  aliy  man-of-war  ever  has,  or 
'  erer  can  be,  in  a  condition  to  render  the  services  re- 
qniivd  of  her^  if  the  persons  who  fill  those  stations 
are  inadequate  to  the  performance  of  their  duties. 
They  are,  in  fact  and  in  tl^nth,  the  sele  dependence 
for  the  mechanical  condition  of  the  ship  for  service; 
they  are  the  mechanics  and  store  keepers,  and,  of 
coarse,  accountable  for  the  state  of  preparation  in 
which  she  may  be  found  on  any  emeiffency;  and, 
if  they  are  not  qualified  and  trustworthy,  how  can 
they  be  depended  upon.** 

The  seniiments  expressed,  (said  Mr.  M.)  in  the 
extract  I  have  just  read,  I  t>eUeve  to  be  in  coinci- 
dence with  those  of  all  the  naval  commanders  in 
ibe  United  States  service. 


SALT  DUTIES,  AND   FISHING  BOUNTIES 
AND  ALLOWANCES. 

SPEECH  OF  MR.  BENTON, 
Op  Missouri, 

1a  Senate,  77»iir8day,  January  24,  1839. 

Mr.  BENTON  rose  to  ask  the  leave  for  which 
he  had  given  notice  some  days  ago,  to  bring  in  a 
bill  for  ibe  repeal  of  the  salt  tax,  and  for  the  aiboli- 
ttoo  of  the  fishing  bonnties  an^  allowances  which 
were  dependent  upon  that  tax.  Availing  himself 
of  the  parliamentary  f  rivilege  which  belonged  to 
the  occasion,  he  should  take  the  liberty  to  give  his 
reaso?is  for  offering  to  bnng  in  the  hill,  and  would 
remind  the  Senate  of  what  he  had  said  when  he 
gave  bi5  notice,  that,  this  being  the  short  session, 
and  one-half  of  it  already  gone,  there  was  no  time 
for  pursuing  mere  forms,  or  practising  couilesies 
wcich  led  to  no  results}  that  be  hhould  speak  to  the 
merits  of  the  bill  on  its  presentation,  and  would 
wish  to  be  answered  in  the  same  way;  and  that  he 
shonld  prefer  that  the  vote  on  giving  the  leave 
which  be  requested,  should  be  the  vote  which  every 
Senator  would  give  il'  the  vote  was  on  the  final 
passage,  instead  of  the  introduction  of  the  bill. 
He  wi«hed  the  vote  on  the  question  of  leave  to  be 
the  test  vote  on  the  merits  of  the  bill. 

The  bill  which  he  should  offer  was  a  copy  of  that 
which  had  been  brought  in  when  Mr.  Jeffersoa 
was  President,  and  which  was  passed  into  a  law  by 
the  general  vote  of  the  Republican  party  of  that 
day.  The  bill  he  should  offer  was  drawn  to  take 
effect  on  ihe  30th  day  of  April  next,  for  the  object 
was  to  enable  the  country  to  obtain  a  supply  of 
salt  from  New  Orleans,  free  of  duty,  for  the  eiisu- 
ing  fall  and  winter,  so  that  the  great  business  of 
curmg  provisions  might  be  entered  upon  at  that 
time,  without  the  double  curse  which  now  afiiicts  it 
of  increased  price  and  stinted  quantity,  arising 
from  the  monopoly  of  domestic  salt  which  the  tax 
on  the  foreign  article  allows  to  be  effected.  The 
fishing  bounties  and  allowances  are  permitted  to 
be  paid  for  the  whole  year,  because  they  would  be 
partly  earned  before  the  period  fixed  for  the  bill  to 
take  effect. 

.Preliminary  to  the  main  argument,  Mr.  B.  said 
there  were  two  subordinate  objections,  not  going  to 
the  merits  of  the  bill,  ^hich  required  a  brief  answer. 
The  first  of  these  was,  that  the  Treasofy  was  not 
now  in  a  condition  to  dispense  with  the  product  of 
this  tax;  and  the  next,  that  the  tax  was  now  in  a 
gradual  state  of  reduction  under  the  operation  of  the 
compromise  act,  as  it  was  called.  The  answer  to 
the  first  of  these  objections  was,  that  the  Treasury 
would  be  little  or  nothing  affected  by  the  bill;  that 
this  was  a  tax  carrying  money  out  of  the  Treasury 
as  well  as  bringing  money  into  it;  and  that  the  in- 
come and  outgoing  from  this  source  would  be  about 
even  for  the  years  1839  and  *40,  and  the  outgoing 
would  much  exceed  the  income  for  the  years  1841 
and  '42.  The  fishing  bonnties  and  allowances  were 
bottomed  upon  the  salt  duties,  and  dependent  upon 
them;  and  these  bounties  and  allowances  were  now 
taking  about  two  hundred  and  fiAy  thousand  dol- 
lars annually  from  the  Treasury,  while  the  tax  on 
which  they  were  bottomed  would  only  bring  in 
about  three  hundred  thousand  dollars  lor  the  two 
.next  years,  and  much  less  for  the  two  years  after. 
The  Treasury,  therefore,  bad  kat  littlt  iftleittft  jo 


the  question;  it  might  lose  a  few  thousand  dollars 
la  '39  and  >40,  and  gain  largely  in  *4 1  and  '43.  The 
second  of  these  objections  was  equally  susceptible 
of  a  satisfactory  answer.  It  is  true  that  the  salt  tax 
is  in  a  course  of  reduction  under  th<*,  operation  ef 
the  compromise  act,  as  it  is  called;  but  it  is  equally 
true  that  that  act  neither  abolishes  the  tax  nor  abo- 
lishes the  fishing  bounties  and  allowances  which 
are  bottomed  upon  it.  It  still  leaves  an  ad  valorem 
duty  of  twenty  per  cent,  upon  the  salt,  and  it  leaves 
the  whole  amount  ef  the  fishing  bounties  and  allow- 
ances untoncheil  and  undiminished.  The  tax  of 
twenty  per  cent,  will  be  as  onerous  on  the  salt  con- 
sumer as  the  old  tax  of  twenty  cents  on  the  bushel; 
for  it  is  not  the  amount  of  the  tax,  but  the  mono- 
polies which  it  engenderh,  that  doe:>  the  mischief. 
Any  tax  at  all,  no  matter  how  inconsiderable, 
will  throw  the  whole  foreign  sa.t  trade  into  the  hands 
of  regraters — ^into  the  hands  of  monopolists  in 
the  seaport  towns — who  will  either  advance  the 
tax  for  the  importer,  or  go  his  security,  and, 
m  either  event,  get  possession  of  the  whole  of 
the  salt,  and  put  up  the  price  to  what  they  please. 
To  answer  any  beneficial  purpose,  the  lax  must  not 
be  reduced,  but  abolished  in  toto*  It  must  be  abo- 
lished entirely,  as  was  doi>e  in  Mr.  JdTerson's  time, 
.and  as  has  been  done  in  England.  Foreign  salt 
should  come  in  as  free  as  air.  It  is  nothing  but 
ballast  in  the  ships  which  bring  it,  and  should  be 
treated  as  common  ballast.  It  should  be  sold  out 
of  the  ship.  It  should  be  handed  over  from  the 
sea  vessel  to  the  river  vessel — from  the  ship  to.  the 
steamboat — without  the  necessity  ef  being  landed, 
warehoused,  carted,  londed,  taxed,  or  passing 
through  the  hands  of  those  who  stand  between  the 
importer  and  the  country  dealer  or  consumer.  One 
cent  on  the  bushel  will  be  sufficient'  to  throw  the 
imported  salt  into  the  hands  of  regraters,  and  make 
it  a  monopoly  to  undergo  extortionate  prices,  and 
to  be  loaded  with  all  the  costs  and  charges  incident 
to  landing  and  warehousing,  to  finding  securities 
or  advancing  ready  money,  and  to  carting  back- 
wards and  forwards.  The  compromise  act  is 
faulty  and  defective  in  being  a  reduction  instead  of 
an  abolition;  and  it  is  wholly  indefensible  in  permit- 
ting the  fishing  bounties  and  allowances  to  continue 
in  full  after  the  foundation  for  them  was  nearly 
withdrawn — ^to  permit  |250,000  to  be  taken  annu- 
ally out  of  the  Treasury  under  the  assumption  of 
refunding  a  tax,  which  tax  had  nearly  ceased  to 
exist! 

Having  answered  these  two  subordinate  object 
tions,  Mr.  B.  went  on  to  say  that  the  salt  tax  was 
a  curse  and  an  abomination  within  itself;  that  it 
was  a  tax  6n  the  beneficence  of  Qod,  and  on  the 
preservative  principle  which  saves  the  animal  and 
vegetable  kingdom  from  putrescence — that  it  was 
a  tax  at  war  with  the  first  principles  of.  political 
economy,  unjustifiable  in  any  country  at  any  time, 
and  particulirly  unjustifiable  in  this  country  at  this 
time-^that  it  was  a  tax  which  ought  never  to  have 
been  imposed;  which,  being  imposed,  ought  long 
since  to  have  been  suppressed,  and  the  suppres- 
sion of  which  was  now  called  for  by  the  afflictions 
and  the  sufferings  of  the  country.  At  this  instant 
— at  the  present  moment — now  while  he  was  speak- 
ing— the  whole  West  was  suffering  under  the  double 
curse  of  a  stinted  supply  and  a  doubled  price  of  salt. 
Regraters  in  the  sea  ports,  and  monopolizers  in  the 
nteriorj  had  deprived  the  country  of  a  supply,  and 
extorted  double,  and  in  some  instances,  treble  or 
quadruple  price  for  the  little  that  was  to  be  had. 
At  the  Kanawha,  the  old  game  of  monopoly,  with 
paying  wells  and  furnaces  to  lie  idle,  that  the  few 
which  worked  might  get  double  price,  has  again 
been  renewed;  and  the  astonishing  spectacle  has 
been  seen,  that  as  the  price  of  pork  was  rising 
through  all  the  month  of  November  in  New 
Orleans,  it  was  falling  during  the  same  month  in 
the  States  which  supply  that  market,  and  noto- 
riously falling  because  salt  could  not  be  had  to 
cure  it!  The  market  opened  in  Ohio  at  six  and 
a  half  dollars  per  hundred,  and  fell  to  lour  and  a 
half,  while  mess  pork  rose  to  twenty-seven  dollars 
in  New  Orleans;  and  the  same  took  place,  more  or 
less,  all  over  the  West.  The  loss  on  the  pork  of 
the  West  alone,  during  the  present  year,  for  want 
of  adequate  supplies  of  good  salt,  far,  far  exceeds 
the  pxodact  qf  the  t|uc  (or  many  years  toother. 


This,  then,  is  the  right  time  to  move  in  the  busi- 
ness. An  odious  monopoly  is  now  in  full  force-* 
the  country  is  smarting  and  suffering  under  the 
effects  of  the  tax— every  farmer  feels  the  oppres* 
sion^Congress  isinsession-^-itcan  provide  neivfor 
preventing  similar  oppressions  the  next  season,  but 
it  cannot  act  in  time  for  the  next  season  if  the  sub- 
ject is  put  off  uDtil  Congress  meets  again,  near 
twelve  months  hence.  The  present  time,  there- 
fore, is  the  time  for  suppressing  this  odious,  op- 
pressive, and  iniquitous  tax.  It  should  be  sup- 
pressed at  this  session,  that  the  great  steaoc^boais 
returning  from  New  Orleans  in  May  and  June, 
may  bnng  supplies  to  the  whole  valley,  to  the 
centre,  and  to  the  uppermost  parts  of  the  valjey  of 
the  Mississippi. 

Mr.  B.  regretted  that  the  papers  on  the  salt  duties 
printed  by  the  British  House  of  Commons,  and 
which  had  been  so  effectual  in  Great  Britain  in 
abolishing  the  salt  tax,  aad  which  had  contributed 
so  much  to  improve  ihe  stock  of  that  country,  had 
not  been  reprinted  here.  Their  reprint  in  this 
country  would  have  superseded  the  necessity  of 
any  speech  against  the  salt  tax,  and  would  have 
carried  improvement  into  every  branch  nf  rural 
economy.  It  would  have  been  an  invaluable  pre- 
sent to  the  country.  With  its  aid  the  salt  tax 
would  have  fallen  here  as  it  fell  in  Great  Britain  ; 
without  its  aid  the  abolition  of  the  tax  must  be  an 
arduous  struggle,  and  may  be  a  prolonged  contest. 
Ii  may  still  be  a  long  time  before  the  people  of  this 
Republic  can  obtain  from  their  representatives 
what  the  people  of  England  have  obtained  from 
their  Parliament — the  privilege  of  using  the  fine, 
pure,  sun  made  salt  of  the  coasts  and  islands  of  the 
Mediterranean  sea,  at  the  prices  of  four,  five,  six, 
and  seven  cents  a  bushel.  If  the  tax  was  abo- 
lished, the  pure  alum  salt  of  Spain,  Portngal, 
Italy,  Sicily,  Trieste,  dbc.  would  be  purchased  in  the 
ports  of  the  United  States  at  those  rates,  and  that  of 
the  Bahamas  and  Turks  Island  would  be  pur- 
chased for  nine,  ten,  or  eleven  cents  a  bushel.  If 
foreign  salt  was  admittAd  duty  free,  the  country 
would  soon  obtain  an  adequate  supply  ef  salt;  it 
would  have  an  ample  supply,  instead  of  being,  as 
it  now  is,  stinted  to  the  one-fourth  or  to  the  one- 
fifth  part  of  what  was  necessary.  The  whole  sup- 
ply of  the  United  States  at  present  is  but  about  ten 
or  eleven  millions  of  bushels — one-half  imported, 
the  other  half  made  at  home — and  this  ten  or  ele- 
ven millions  is  exactly  one-third  \9s%  than  the 
annual  quantity  which  the  Eoglish  give  lo  their 
sheep  alone!  They  have  thirty  millions  of  sheep, 
and  give  to  each  one.half  a  pound  of  salt  per  week, 
'making  half  a  bushel  to  each  per  annum,  and  fif- 
teen millions  of  bushels  per  annum  to  the  whole. 
All  the  rest  of  their  stock  get  salt  in  ample  quan- 
tity, and  almost  all  the  food  for  their  stock  is  as 
regularly  salted  as  are  the  vegetables  which  we 
cook  and  prepare  for  our  own  eating  in  this  coun- 
try. Hence  the  great  improvement  in  their  stock, 
an  improvement  which  we  shall  in  vain  emulate 
unless  we  follow  their  example — break  down  the 
barrier  to  the  introduction  of  foreign  salt,  and,  by 
getting  the  article  pure,  cheap,  and  plenty,  have  an  ' 
ample  supply  for  every  animal,  and  for  its  food 
besides. 

Mr.  B.  deemed  it  proper,  in  proof  of  what  he  had 
said,  to  submit  a  table  of  the  import  of  salt  for  one 
year,  showing  the  countries  from  which  it  came, 
the  quantity  and  value  from  each  country,  and 
the  original  cost  per  bushel.  He  would  take  the 
last  year  to  which  the  custom-house  returns  had 
been  made  up  and  printed — the  year  ending  the 
30th  of  September,  1837.  The  following  is  the 
table: 
Qjitantiiy  qf  salt  imporled  into  the  United  States  for 

the  year  ending  ihe  20th  qf  Septevhher^  1837,  with 

the  value  thereof  at  the  place  whence  imported,  and 

the  original  cost  per  bushel. 


Country. 

Swedish  West  Indies 
Danish  West  Indies 
Dutch  West  Indies 
Dutch  Guiana 
England 
Ireland 


Btuhels.    Value.    Price  f >r. 
bushd. 

16.306  |1,032    6^018 
16,534      1,357    8 

-  401,367  24,553  6i 

5,315    300  51 

-  3,443;563  598,846  17 

83,731  15,009 
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Jan.  issfl. 
Senate. 


25tii  CoNg»*--3D  Sess. 


Soli  DutUi-^Mr.  Benton. 


5,413    387 

7i 

4,785    3S3 

61 

1,372,662  151,419 

121 

75,419  17,637 

13,681    880 

61 

17,719   1,379 

7» 

501,209  21,502 

Ai 

14,431    607 

K\ 

15,532  4,287 

5,002    450 

279,774  19,057 

7 

12,105    847 

33,133   1,086 

3i 

13,446   605 

4i 

3,248    359 

n 

6,665   486 

2,459    185 

74 

6,343,706  852,617 

GibralUr      -        -        - 
Malta  -        -        - 

British  We^t  Indies 
British  N.  A.   Colonics 
French  Atlantic  ports    - 
French  Med.  ports 
Spanish  Atlantic  ports 
Spanish  Med.  ports 
Cuba   -        -        -        - 
Oiher  Spa'sh  W.  Indies, 
Portugal       -        -        - 
Azores         -        -        . 
Italy       •      -        -        - 
Sicily 
Turkey 

Columbia     .       .       - 
Africa  -        -        - 


Mr.  B.  remarked  npon  this  uble,  the  namber  of 
countries  from  which  weobtained  salt,  and  the  low 
price  which  it  originally  cost.  From  3i  to  124 
cents  was  the  first  cost  of  all  the  alum  salt  which 
came  to  the  United  States;  the  Liverpool  blown, 
which  came  from  England,  cost  17  cents,  but  was 
no  wa^  comparable  to  the  other,  and  was  wholly 
unfit  to  cure  fish,  beef,  bacon,  pork,  butter,  or 
cheese,  as  was  all  salt  that  was  made  by  the  pro- 
cess of  boiling.  Natural,  sun-made  salt,  crystaliz- 
ing  under  solar  evaporation,  was  the  only  salt  that 
was  iree  from  poisonous  ingredients;  it  was  the  on- 
ly salt  in  which  the  mtiriate  of  soda  became  unmixed 
with  any  foreign  ingredient;  all  other  contained 
Black  and  bittern,  which  promoted  instead  of  pre- 
▼eniing  putrescence;  and,  therefore,  provisions 
cured  with  such  salt  could  never  bear  long  keep- 
ing, nor  approach  a  southern  climate.  Looking 
over  the  table,  it  was  gratifying  to  see  Ihenum- 
t>er  of  countries,  and  the  great  extent  of  the  line, 
which  sent  us  the  pure  alum  salt.  Commencing  in 
the  West  Indies,  it  ended  at  Constantinople,  having 
embiaced  Spain,  Portugal,  Italy,  and  the  islands  of 
the  Mediterranean  sea.  The  quantity  of  salt  made  by 
the  sun  in  these  countries  was  as  unlimited  aa  was 
the  supply  of  sutashine  and  sea  water.  It  could  be 
obtained  from  them  to  any  possible  demand,  or 
conceivable  amount,  and  it  was  an  almost  incredi- 
ble instance  of  the  patience  of  the  people  under  op- 
pression that,  with  this  boundless  supply  of  pure 
alum  salt,  to  be  had  for  a  lew  cents  a  busbel^-the 
measured  bushel  weighing  84  pounds — at  New  Or- 
leans, if  free  of  duty,  they  should  suffer  it  to  be  ex- 
cluded by  an  odious  tax,  and  themselves  thrown 
upon  the  tender  mercies  of  monopolizers  for  an  in- 
adequate supply  of  base  salt  at  50  pounds  ibr  the 
bushel,  and  at  double,  treble  and  quadruple  prices ! 
The  tax  was  odious,  infamous  and  unjust.  It  had 
not  even  the  plea  of  a  protecting  quality  to  recom- 
mend it;  for  there  was  too  little  alum  salt  made  in 
the  United  States  to  merit  the  idea  of  a  competition 
with  that  which  came  from  abroad.  Alum  salt 
was  indispensable  in  the  provision  trade;  it  is  not 
made  at  home;  and  we  drive  off  that,  by  taxation, 
which  woAld  come  from  abroad! 

But  why  disguise  or  blink  the  question?  Why 
avoid  the  true  objection  to  the  suppression  of  this 
odious  tax?  We  all  see  where  the  objection  lies! 
and  why  avoid  or  deny  it?  The  fishing  bounties 
and  allowances  are  Uie  real  objection;  they  consti- 
tute the  real  obstacle  to  the  suppression  of  the  salt 
tax;  the  receivers  of  tliese  bounties  and  allowances 
are  the  firm  opposers  of  the  repeal  of  the  salt  laws, 
and  that,  because  the  bounties  and  allowances  are 
lottomed  upon  the  salt  tax,  and  cannot  remain  if 
that  tax  is  abolished.  The  Senator  from  Massa- 
chusetts [Mr.  Davis]  has  denied  Ihis  position,  and 
claimed  for  these  bounties  and  allowances  an  inde- 
pendent existence,  as  an  encouragement  to  the 
fisherie.^  for  a  nursery  of  seamen^  and  therefore 
enjitled  to  a  continuance  even  though  the  salt  du- 
ties shall  be  abolished.  I  differ  with  him  in  toto 
in  this  opinion.  I  maintain  that  these  bounties  and 
allowances  originated  in  the  salt  tnx;  that  they  were 
at  first  a  simple  drawback  of  the  amount  of  duty 
paid  on  the  salt  which  was  t>sed  in  cnrrog  exported 
fish;  that  (his  drawback  afterwards,  at  the  special 
request  of  the  fishermen,  took  the  form  of  an  al- 
lowance on  the  tonnage  of  the  fishing  vessel  "as 
an  tffmvaUnt/iorp  and  «  conmmUMon  rflhe  drawkaeh!^* 


and  that  to  obtain  these  allowances,  it  was  jnst  as 
neces^ry  as  ever  to  prove  the  we  of  the  foreign 
salt  upon  the  exported  fi.sh,  And  that  the  duty  upon 
it  had  been  actually  paid,  or  secured  to  be  paid: 
that  these  bounties  and  allowances  were  originally 
just  as  applicable  to  beef  and  pork  exported  as  to 
fish—that  they  rose  in  amount  exactly  with  the  in- 
crease of  the  salt  dulies-— were  declared  by  law 
to  exist  only  as  long  as  the  correspondent  dntles 
existed— that  they  fell  with  the  salt  tax  in  Mr.  Jef- 
ferson's t'me,  were  veviVed  with  it  at  the  oom- 
meucement  of  the  late  war  with  Great  Britain — 
and,  in  fine,  that  the  allowance  grows  out  of  the 
tax,  and  has  nothing  to  rest  npon  when  that  tax  is 
withdrawn.  These  are  my  assertions;  and,  almost 
apologising  to  the  Senate  for  undertaking  to  prove 
positions  which  every  member  knows  to  be  so 
well  founded,  I  proceed  at  once  to  try  the  issue 
which  the  Senator fVom  Massachusetts  [Mr.  Davis] 
has  forced  upon  me;  and,  taking  the  thing  from  the 
beginning,  I  shall  follow  it  up  through  iu  legisla- 
tive history  from  the  year  1789  to  the  present  day, 
and  verify,  by  indubitable  evidence,  every  asser- 
tion which  I  have  made. 

The  fishing  interest  was  one  of  the  first,  perhaps 
the  very  first,  which  was  ever  brought  before  Con- 
gress after  the  adoption  of  the  present  Constitution. 
The  new  Government  went  into  operation  in 
March,  1789,  and  in  February,  1790,  a  meeting  of 
the  owners  of  fishing  vessels  took  place  at  Marble- 
head,  in  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  and  prayed 
the  interposition  of  the  Gkneral  Court  of  Massachth* 
setts  to  obtain  from  the  Congress  of  the  United 
Stales  the  relief  and  the  aid  which  they  believed 
the  fisheries  to  require.  The  General  Court  me- 
morialized Congress  accordingly,  and  specifioally 
asked,  1.  A  remission  of  duties  on  all  the  dutiable 
articles,  of  which  salt  was  the  chief,  which  were 
used  in  the  fisheries;  2.  A  prcftrence,  or  monopo- 
ly, in  the  home  market,  for  the  sale  of  their  fi^h  by 
effectual  duties  to  exclude  foreign  fish;  3.  Improv- 
ed markets  abroad  by  treaty  stipulations  with  fo- 
reign powers  for  the  favorable  admission  of  our 
fish  into  their  ports;  4.  Premiums  and  bounties  out 
of  the  Federal  Treasury  to  the  fishing  vessels,  in 
imitation  nf  the  bounties  and  premiums  given  by 
England,  France,  and  Holland  to  the  vesseLi  en- 
gaged in  their  fisheries;  5.  That  the  bounty  in  lieu 
of  the  drawback  of  the  duty  on  the  salt  used  in  cur- 
ing ex,iorted  fish,  should  be  paid  to  the  owners  of 
the  finding  vessel,  instead  of  being  paid  to  the  ex- 
porter of  the  fish.  These  were  the  aids  and  relief 
prayed  for;  and  of  this  I  hold  the  proof  in  my 
hands  and  will  now  exhibit  some  papers  to  esta- 
blish what  I  say.'   Mr.  B.  read: 

"We,  the  subscribers,  being  a  committee  appoint- 
ed by  the  owners  of  fishing  vessels,  in  the  town  of 
Ma rbl ahead,  to  take  into  consideration  (he  many 
grievances  and  burdehs  the  cod  fishery  now  labors 
under,  and  to  make  a  statement  of  them,  which 
statement  so  made  to  be  handed  to  Col.  Glover,  by 
him  to  be  laid  before  the  committee  of  the  GeneAl 
Court  appointed  to  consider  the  same,  do  report  the 
said  statement  as  follows,  viz: 

I.  Impost  duties  on  salt. 

SL  Impost  duties  and  excise  on  rum,  sugar,  and 
molasses. 

3.  Impost  on  hooks,  lines,  and  leads. 

4.  Impost  on  coarse  woollens. 

5.  Impost  on  duck,  cordage,  and  cables. 

6.  Impost  on  hemp,  iron,  and  twine.  . 

7.  Impost  on  tonnage  and  naval  duties. 

8.  Impost  on  the  ineffectual  duties  on  foreign 
fish. 

9«  Impost  on  the  duties  our  fisheries  pay  at  fo- 
reign markets,  while  the  fisheries  of  France  and 
England  receive  large  privileges  and^bounties  from 
their  government 

10.  Impost  on  the  heavy  poll  tax  laid  on  the 
fishermen. 

II.  Impost  on  excise  on  New  England  rum. 

It  appears  to  the  committee,  from  an  exact  In- 
vestigation, that  the  earnings  and  expenses  of  the 
fishing  schooners  of  this  town,  for  the  years  1737, 
1788,  and  1789,  were  to  the  earnings  of  each  schoo- 
ner, V  z: 
For  the  year  1787        -  -  -    £U5 

For  the  year  1788       -  -  -137 

For  theyear  1789       -  -  -        82j| 


Duty  on  salt 

On  rum        -        -        -       -       - 

On  tea 

On  sugar      -        -        -        -       - 
On  molasses        .... 
On  coarse  woollens       -       .       . 
On  lines,  lead,  and  hooks 
On  aail  ck>th,  yearly  average 
On  cordage  cables,  yearly  average 
On  tonnage      .... 
On  iron,  yearly  average    • 


and  that  the  annoal  average  expeasis  of  these  ves- 
sels, inolnjive  of  insurance         -  .     134 

It  vhN>  appears  that  the  number  of  scbooners  cq.  I 
ployed  in  the  Grand  Bank  fishery,  for  tht  jtu  I 
1789,  vrere  one  hundred  and  tweaiy-foar,  nineteen 
of  which,  were  properly  of  persons  act  beloom 
to  the  town,  and  of  which  number,  thiriy-thne 
sail  have  been  taken  out  of  the  fishery  from  the^ 
clension  of  the  business,  exclusive  of  tbeaforeoeii. 
tioned  disadvantages. 

That  the  bounty  granted  to  the  fishery  by  Con. 
gress  as  a  compensation  for  the  doty  on  silt,  this 
committee  humbly  conceive  will  not  operate  to  that 
purpose  80  effectually,  as  if  paid  (^rect  into  tbe 
hands  of  the  owners  of  the  vessels,  instead  of  the 
shippers  of  the  fish. 

MAasLEHEAD,  February,  1, 1790. 
JOHN  QLOVER, 
ISRAEL  FORSTER, 
EDWARD  FETYPLACE, 
WILUAM  KNIGHT, 
SAMUEL  HOOP&R, 
ROBERT  HOOPER,  jr. 
WILLIAM  R  LEE, 
RICHARD  PEDRICK, 
KNOTT  PEDRICK, 
SAMUEL  R.  GERRY, 
RICHARD  JAMES, 
JOSHUA  ORME,    .  \ 

MARSTON  WATSON, 
A  true  copy:  attest. 

JOHN  AVERY,  jr.  Secretaiy."       i 
*'  w9m  eslMMfe  ^the  duiies  paid  6y  the  jnrepruton  mi 
na»igatan  of  fiskktg  veassU  rf  svBtffit  Umasi 

t8035 

UOO 

264 

303 

099 

7  33 

909 

305 

90  00 

.      309 

•      100 

>138fl0 

Which  sum,  divided  on  eleven  men,  is  |IS  OS 
per  man;  but  deducting  the  drawback  of  the  doty 
on  salt,  it  remains  |^7  75  on  the  whole,  or  |S  SS 
on  each  man." 

This  is  the  list  of  grievances  presented  oa  the  lit 
day  of  February,  1790,  to  the  General  Court  of 
Ma-ssachosetts,  by  the  owners  of  fishing  voseb  ii 
Marblehead,  and  by  the  Gteneral  Court  immediatdf 
communicated  to  the  Congress  of  the  United  Sitte% 
then  holding  its  first  session  under  the  new  Consti- 
tution, accompanied  by  a  memorial  in  behalf  of  the 
petit  ionersj.  This  mejnorial  was  referred  by  the 
House  of  Representatives  to  the  then  Secretary  of 
State,  (Mr.  Jefiferson,}  and  by  him  a  report  npoa 
the  whole  subject  of  the  fisheries,  foreign  and  do- 
mestic, was  made  to  the  House  at  the  next  seaiai, 
distinguished  by  the  depth,  precision,  and  oompR- 
kensiveness  of  knowledge  which  characteracd  all 
the  productions  of  that  great  man.  Coming  to  »• 
suits,  after  a  lucid  historical  view  of  the  fisfaeda  of 
England,  France,  Holland,  Spain,  and  Portt«d, 
and  of  the  United  States  while  colonies  of^«| 
Britain,  and  sowing  that  our  fisheries  puLiWjwi 
great  Inherent  advantages  over  all  olhen,  vM 
must  ultimately  give  them  the  mastery  in  aa^  ftf^ 
contest,  he  recommended  aid  to  our  fisheribi  ■ 
three  different  modes,  to  wit:  drawback  of  the  d^ 
ties  paid  by  them  on  the  articles  used  iaAor 
calling,  a  preference  in  the  home  market  by  dltiv 
on  foreign  fish,  an  extension  of  the  foreiga  01M 
by  amicable  negotiation  or  retaliatory  euMf^ 
and  he  expre&sly  rejected  and  condemned  the  idtt 
of  extending  support  tu  the  fisheries  bj  pvim 
bounties  out  of  our  Treasury,  aa  was  done  ia  Wf 
land  and  other  countries.  .  These  aids,  he  tfp4 
with  the  natural  inherent  advantages  of  ooriiM^ 
lion  for  carrying  on  the  fisheries,  would  gi»e  mm 
mastery  in  ih^it  branch  of  indastry;  and  iheef^ 
has  proved  that  he  was  right.  The  foietgaf'^ 
hMt  declined^  ouiahave  Soonabe^  oiv  " 
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have  the  moaopoly  of  the  home  market,  and  they 
share  largely  in  the  markets  of  other  conn  tries.  An 
extract  from  Mr.  Jeffcrson^s  report  will  present 
these  points  with  a  clearness  which  will  show  to  all 
that  our  fishing  bounties  and  allowances  are  wholly 
hotlomed  upon  the  salt  daty.    He  says: 

"It  will  now  be  proper  to  count  the  advantages 
which  aid,  and  the  disadvantages  which  oppose,  us 
in  the  conflict,  (between  our  fishermen  and  these  of 
foreign  countries.)    Oar  advantages  ure, 

1.  The  neighborhood  of  the  great  fisheries,  which 
permits  oar  fishermen  to  bring  home  their  fish  to 
be  salted  by  their  wives  and  children. 

3.  The  shore  fisheries,  so  near  at  hand  as  to  ena- 
ble  the  vessels  to  ran  into  port  in  a  storm,  and  so 
lessen  the  risk,  for  which  distant  nations  must  pay 
insurance. 

3.  The  winter  fisheries,  which,  like  household 
manufactures, employ  portions  of  time  which  would 
otherwise  be  useless. 

4.  The  smaltness  of  the  vessels,  which  the  short- 
ness of  the  voyage  enables  us  to  employ,  and  which 
consequently  require  but  a  small  capital. 

5.  The  cheapness  of  our  vesAels,  which  do  not 
cost  above  the  half  of  the  Baltic  fur  ves5els,  com- 

•    puting  price  and  duration. 

6.  Their  excellence  as  sea  boats,  which  decreases 
the  risk,  and  quickens  the  return. 

7.  The  saperiority  of  our  mariners  in  skill,  ac- 
tivity, enterprise,  sobriety,  and  order. 

8.  The  cheapness  of  provisions. 

9.  The  cheapness  of  cask^,  which,  of  itself,  is 
sakl  to  be  equal  to  an  extra  profit  of  15  per  cent. 
These  advantages  are  of  such  force,  that,  while  ex- 
ptrienoe  has  proved  that  no  other  nation  can  make 
a  mereantile  profit  on  the  Newfoundland  fishery, 
nor  ean  support  it  without  national  aid,  we  can 
Bake  a  profit,  if  vent  for  our  fish  can  be  procured. 

Of  the  disadvantages  opposed  to  us,  those  which 
depend  on  ourselves  are. 

Tannage  and  naval  duties  on  vessels  emptoyed 
ia  the  fishery. 
Impost  duties  on  salt. 

On  tea,  rum,  sugar,  molasses,  hooks,  lin^  and 
leads,  dock,  cordage  and  cables,  iron,  hemp  and 
iwioe,  used  in  the  fishery;  coarse  woollens,  worn 
by  the  fishermen,  and  the  poll  tax  levied  by  the 
Skate  on  their  persons.      The  statement  No.   6 
shows  the  amount  of  these,  exclusive  of  the  State 
tax  and  drawback  on  the  ft^h  exported,  to  be  |5  25 
par  man,  or  |57  75  per  vessel  of  sixty-five  tons. 
When  a  business  is  so  nearly  in  eqoiiibrio  that  one 
can  hardly  discern  whether  the  profit  be  sufficient 
Id  continue  iter  not,  smaller  sums  than  these  suf- 
fice to  turn  the  scale  against  iu      To  these  disad- 
▼mntages  add  ineffectual  duties  on  the  importation 
of  Cbreigo  fish.      In  justification  of  these  last  it  is 
w^ed  chat  the  foreign  fish  received  is  in  exchange 
for  the  produce  of  agriculture.      Te  which  it  may 
beansweied,  that  the  thing  given  is  more  merchan- 
table than  that  received  in  exchange,  and  that  agri- 
cmltnre  has  too  many  markets  to  be  allowed  to  take 
away  tbote  of  the  fisheries.    It  will  rest,  therefore, 
with  the  wisdom  of  the  Legislature  to   decide 
vlieiher    prohibition    should    not    be     opposed 
Id    prohibition,    and    high   duty   to    high    duty. 
on    fish   of  ether   nations;    whether    any,    and 
vhldi    of    the   naval   and    other    duties    may 
te  remitted  or  an  equivalent  given  ?o  the  fishermaa 
J|i  the  form  of  a  drawback,  or  bounty;  and  whether 
^.  Jihe.  loss  of  markets  abroad  may  not,  in  some  de- 
\n^^^t  ^  compensated  by  creating  m^kets  at  home; 
...iOr  arhich  migl^t  contribute  the  fish  constituting  a 
,^.fimrt  of  the  military  ration  in  statioar  not  too  dia- 
_  tmA  from  navigation,  a  part  of  the  necessary  «;eli 
stones  of  vessels,  and  the  encouraging  private  indi- 
JiHduatsto  let  the  fisherman  share  with  the  cuUiva- 
%«r  in  fami^ing  the  supplies  of  the  table.    A  habit 
yjattrodaced  from  motives  of  patiiotism,  would  soon 
.  jha  ibUowed  from  motives  of  taste;  and  who  will 
.  .^BDderiakc  to  fix  limits  to  this  demand,  if  it  can  be 
,  ^.pgaec  excited  with  a  nation  which  doubles,  and  will 
^  i«|iifi;^atinue  to  double,  at  very  short  periods? 
J  0^4he  disadvantages  which  depend  on  otheis 

t  1«  iThe  loss  Qf  the  Mediterranean  markets. 
\  .  Si.  J&Eclqaions.fr^m  the,  markets  of  some  of  oar 


3.  High  duties  in  those-of  others;  and, 


4.  Bounties  to  the  individuals  in  competition  ' 
with  us. 

This  brings  us  to  the  question,  what  relief  does 
the  condition  of  this  fishery  require?  And  the  an- 
swer is: 

1.  A  remission  of  duties  on  the  articles  used  in 
their  calling. 

3.  A  retaliating  duty  on  the'  foreign  article. 

3.  Free  markers  abroad.** 

And  he  concludes  the  report  with  the  explicit  re- 
commendation that  the  fisheries  are  not  to  draw  sup- 
port >Vem  the  Treaawry, 

These  recommendations  of  Mr.  Jefferson  were 
adopted  by  Congress,  and  became  the  basis  of  all 
the  legislative  and  diplomatic  action  of  our  Govern- 
ment in  relation  to  the  fisheries.  What  he  reeom- 
mended  was  done,  and  nothing  more  than  he  re- 
commended was  done.  The  salt  duty  being  the 
principal  barthen  arising  from  the  imposts  which 
the  fishermen  complained  of,  that  duty  was  abolish- 
ed in  their  favor;  that  is  to  say,  they  were  at  fiirst 
allowed  a  drawback  of  the  duty  on  the  salt  used  in 
curing  so  much  of  the  fish  as  was  exported  to  fo- 
reign countries;  which  drawback  was  afterwards 
commuted  into  an  equivalent  in  the  torm  of  an  al- 
lowance on  the  tonnage  of  the  fishing  vessel.  The 
other  articles  subject  to  impost,  presented  in  the  list 
of  their  burthens  by  the  fishermen,  were  left  on  the 
same  footing  for  them,  a5:  to  the  rest  )f  the  popula- 
tion. Duties  were  not  released  to  the^n  on  lea, 
rum,  coarse  woollens,  molasses,  sugar  ibc.  but  they 
have  fared  in  the  use  of  these  articles  as  the  rest  of 
the  community  have  done.  Retaliate  r  Unties  were 
laid  upon  foreign  fish,  by  which  a  monopoly  of  the 
home  market  has  been  secured  to  oui  fishermen; 
advantageous  markets  have  been  procurM  for  our 
fish  and  oih  in  foreign  countries;  so  that  th-s  branch 
of  trade  is  largely  in  our  favor.  We  evpoi  t  much, 
and  import  but  little,  m  this  line.  This  has  been 
our  coarse  of  legislation  and  of  diplomacy  on  this 
object;  and  now  I  will  refer  to  the  acts  of  Congress 
which  prove  it,  and  will  afterwards  show  the  bene- 
ficial results  which  have  ensued: 

1.  The  first  act  is  that  of  1789,  the  same  which 
imposed  a  duty  of  six  cents  a  bushel  upon  salt,  and 
which  granted  a  bounty  of  five  cents  a  barrel  on 
pickled  fish  and  salted  provisions,  and  five  cents  a 
quintal  on  dried  fish  exported  from  the  United 
States,  *%n  Keu  of  a  drawbaek  of  the  dvities  imposed 
on  the  importation  of  the  $alt  employed  and  expended 
th^ein,^' 

This  act,  said  Mr.  B.  is  decisive  of  the  whole 
question  raised  by  the  Senator  from  Massachusetts, 
[Mr.  Davis.]  It  explodes  the  idea  of  this  bounty 
being  an  encouragement  to  the  fisheries  as  a  nurse- 
ry of  seamen;  for  it  gives  the  same  bounty  to  the 
exporters  of  beef  and  pork  as  to  the  exporters  of 
fish;  and  certainly' mariners  were  not  expected  to  be 
created  among  die  raisers  of  hogs  and  cattle! 

5.  In  1790  the  duty  on  salt  was  doubled;  it  was 
raised  from  6  to  12  cents  on  the  bushel;  bv  the  same 
act  the  bounty  in  lieu  of  drawback  of  the  duty  on 
salt  used  in  caring  fish  and  provisions  exported, 
was  also  doubled;  it  was  raised  from  five  cents  to 
tea  cents  a  barrel  on  pickled  fish,  beef  and  pork, 
and  to  ten  cents  a  quintal  on  dried  fish. — ^AetqfJulu 
4,  1789;  Ml.  2,  chap.  2,  L.  U.  S. 

3.  An  act  of  1792,  repeals  the  bounty  in  lieu  of 
drawback  pii  dried  fish,  and  in  lieu  of  that,  *<  ami 
09  a  eommUation  thereof,  and  eqvivalent  therefor^ 
shifts  the  bounty  from  the  fish,  exported  to  the  fish- 
ing vessel,  and  authorizes  an  allowance  to  be  paid 
to  vessels  in  the  cod  fishery  at  the  rate  of  Jl  50  a 
ton  on  vessels  of  from  twenty  to  thirty  tons  bur- 
den; of  j(2  50  on  the  tonnage  of  vessels  above 
thirty  tons;  and  |1  a  ton  on  vessels  between  five 
tons  and  twenty  ton.<i,  with  a  limitation  to  jf  170  for 
maximum  allowance  to  any  one  vessel.  (Jtet  of 
Febrtiary  16, 1792;  volume  2,  chapter  107,  L.U.S) 
This  act  was  in  exact  compliance  with  the  request 
of  the  owners  of  fishing  vessels  in  their  applica- 
tion to  the  General  Court  of  Massachusetts,  in 
February,  1790,  and  by  the  QeBcrat  Court  laid 
before  Congress.  The  act  of  1789  had  given  a 
bounty  to  the  shipper  of  fish  in  lieu  of  drawback 
of  duty;  the  owners  of  fishing  vessels  prayed  that 
this  might  be  paid  to  the  ^*  owners  of  the  filing 
V9$9eXs  iinTeod  ^fthe  shippers  qf  the  fish-;'  Congre^ 


granted  the  request;  and  to  exclude  the  possibility 
of  considering  it  as  k  hounty  ont  of*  the  Treasury, 
expressly  declared  it  to  be  *  a  commutaHmqf\  and 
an  eqmvaUnt  for  the  bowiUy  in  lieu  of  drawbaek  of 
the  duHes  imposed  on  the  importation  of  tht  salt,  "toed 
in  owing  the  fish  and  propisions  exported.^  The  idea 
of  making  mariners  is  also  wholly  contradicted,  by 
extending  the  bounty  down  to  five  ton  boats! 

4.  In  1797  the  duty  on  salt  is 'raised  from  twelve 
cents  to  twenty  cents  a  buj^hel;  a  corresponding  in- 
crease is  immediately  made  in  the  bounties  and 
allowances  to  salted  provisions,  fish  and  fishing 
vessels.  The  bounty  in  lieu  of  drawbaek  to  salt- 
ed provisions  was  raised  to  eighteen  cents  a  barrel; 
the  bounty  on  pickled  fish  was  raised  to  titrenty-two 
cents  a  barrel;  and  thirty-three  and  a  third  per  cent, 
was  added  to  the  allowance  in  favor  of  the  cod 
fishing  vessels,  (^et  of  May  2,  1792;  W)L%  eUkm. 
128,  L.  U.  S.) 

5.  The  act  of  April  12,  1800,  continues  the  salt 
duly,  and  all  the  bounties  and  allowaoces  to  salt 
provisions,  fish  and  fishing  vessels,  for  the  term  of 
ten  years,  and  then  adds  this  proviso:  "TAoC  theu 
allowances  shall  not  he  understood  to  he  continued  for 
a  longer  time  than  the  correspondent  duties  on  salt,  re- 
spectively, for  which  the  said  allowatices  were  granted, 
shaU  be  payable.''    (  Vol.-  3,  chap.  176,  L.  U.  S.) 

6.  In  1807,  Mr.  Jefferson  being  President,  the 
salt  tax  was  abolished,  and  with  It  the  fishing  boun- 
ties and  allowances,  and  •  the  bounty  on  exported 
salted  provisions  which  were  dependent  upon  it. 
The  act  bad  but  three  years  to  run  at  the  time  it 
was  repealed;  but  the  Republicans  of  that  day  would 
not  leave  the  odious  tax  to  die  a  natural  death. 
They  Extinguished  it  hy  law.  They  cutoflT  its 
three  years*  life.  The  first  section  of  the  act  re- 
pealed the  tax;  the  second  applied  to  the  bounties 
and  allowances,  and  ran  in  these  words: 

"That  from  and  aftfr  the  first  day  of  January 
next,  so  much  of  any  act  as  allows  a  bounty  on 
exported  salt  prtrvisions  and  pickled  fish,  in  lieu  of 
drawbaek  of  the  duties  on  the  salt  employed  in  curing 
the  same,  and  so  much  of  any  act  as  makes  allow- 
ances to  the  owners  and  crews  of  fishing  vessels,  in 
lieu  of  drawback  of  the  duties  paid  on  the  salt  used  by 
the  same,  shall  be,  and  the  same  hereby  is,  re- 
pealed.*' 

This  is  the  end  of  the  first  salt  tax.  It  is  the  le- 
gislation of  near  twenty  years  upon  the  subject — 
from  1789  to  1807— and  it  shows  that  beef  and 
pork  exported  received  the  same  bounty  which 
went  to  the  fisheries;  a  fact  which  is  itself  full  proof 
that  the  fishing  bounties  were  not  given  for  the  pur- 
pose of  making  mariners,  unless  mariners  were 
also  expected  to  be  made  of  the  herdsmen  who  were 
employed  in  raising  cattle  and  hogs ! 

This,  f  aid  Mr.  B.  brings  us  to  the  end  of  the  first 
salt  tax  ever  imposed  in  the  United  States,  and  also 
to  the  end  of  the  bounties  and  allowances  on  the 
exportation  of  salted  beef  and  pork,  and  on  ex- 
ported fish  and  fishing  vessels  which  were  depen- 
dent upon'it.  The  tax  and  all  its  dependent  provi- 
sions fell  together;  they  fell  under  the  Republicap 
Administration  of  Mr.  Jefferson;  the  journals  of 
Congress  and  the  votes  of  the  two  Houses  show 
that  the  repeal  of  the  tax  was  pretty  nearly  a  party 
measure,  the  Republicans  being  for  the  repeal  and 
the  Federalists  against  it.  Doubtless  it  was  faever 
expected  to  be  revived  under  a  Republican  adminis- 
tration, but  the  financial  embarrassments  of  the 
war  with  Great  Britain  caused  it  to  be  resorted  to 
in  the  second  year  of  that  contest,  but  only  as  a 
war  tax,  expressly  limited  to  the  duration  of  the 
war,  and  one  year  thereafter.  This  is  the  act  now 
in  force,  and  a  recnrreoce  to  its  provisions  will 
prove  and  establish  every  position  for  which  I  now 
contend.  I  will  ^show  these  provisions,  beginning 
with  the  title,  and  will  afterwards  show  the  con- 
tinnalion  of  the  act  and  the  alterations  which  may 
have  been  made  in  it. 

The  title  of  the  act  is  this:  **jSn  act  laying  a  duty 
on  imported  salt,  granting  a  bounty  on  pickled  fish 
exported,  and  allowances  to  certain  vessels  engaged  in 
the  fisheries.'' 

The  first  section  of  the  act  revives  the  salt  tax 
of  twenty  cents  per  bushel,  to  take  effect  on  the  1st 
day  of  January,  1814.  The  second  section  revives 
the  bounty  of  twenty  cents  per  barrel  on  exported 
pickled  fish,  and  also  the  allowances  to  mtdn^ 
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▼easels,  at  the  rale  of  |3  40  per  toa  for  all  vessels 
of  tweaiy  tons,  and  not  exceeding  thirty;  and  |1  60 
per  ton  on  all  vessels  of  less  than  twenty  tons,  and 
above  five,  and  of  |4  for  all  above  thirty  tons, 
with  a  limitation  of  |z72  to  any  one  vessel;  these 
bounties  and  allowances  to  take  effect  on  the  same 
day  the  salt  tax  went  into  operation.  The  third 
section  then  contained  a  provision  in  these  words: 

**That  no  bounty,  drawback,  or  allowance,  shall 
be  made  under  the  authority  of  this  act,  unless  it 
shall  be  proved  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  collector 
that  the  pickled  fish  for  which  the  bounty,  draw* 
back,  or  allowance,  shall  be  claimed,  was  wholly 
cared  with  foreign  salt,  and  on  which  a  duty  shall 
have  been  secured  or  paid." 

Such  is  the  third  section  of  the  bill,  not  at  all  ne- 
cessary to  show  that  the  fishing  allowances  weref 
dependent  upon  the  salt  tax,  but  superadded  by 
way  of  maldog  assurance  doubly  sure. 

The  concluding  section  ef  the  bill  is  in  these 
words: 

**That  this  act  shall  continue  in  force  until  the 
termination  of  the  war  in  which  the  United  States 
are  now  engaged  with  the  united  kingdom  of  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland,  and  the  dependencies  thereof, 
and  for  one  year  thereafter,  and  no  longer." 

This  concluding  section  -  of  the  act,  continued 
Mr.  B.  proves,  Jirjl,  that  the  salt  tax  was  a  war 
tax,  limited  to  the  exigencies  of  the  war,  and  to 
cease  within  one  year  after  its  termination;  aeeond, 
that  the  fishing  bounties  and  allowances  wtre  the 
appepdage  of  the  tax,  and  came  into  renewed  ex* 
istence  with  it;  thirds  that  the  whole  act  was  to 
cease  logethcn  so  that,  if  the  law  had  expired  ac- 
cording to  its  limitation,  all  the  fishing  bounties 
and  allowances  would  have  teased  at  the  same 
time,  without  a  particle  of  legislation  being  required 
to  abolish  these  allowances. 

Having  made  these  remarks  upon  the  act  for  the 
revival  of  the  salt  tax  and  its  appendages,  Mr.  B. 
went  on  to  point  out  to  the  attention  of  the  Senate 
the  fact  that  this  law  totally  omitted  the  enact- 
ments in  favor  of  exported  salted  beef  and  pork, 
which  bqgan  wiih  the  salt  tax  in  1789  and  con- 
tinued with  it  until  1807;  this  act  of  •1813  omits 
that  provision;  and  why?  For  the  obvious  reason 
that  the  revived  act  was  limited  to  the  war,  and 
the  farmers  not  expecting  to  carry  on  any  foreif^n 
trade  during  the  war,  either  to  import  foreign  salt 
or  to  export  beef  and  pork,  made  no  provision  for 
securing  to  themselves  the  bounties  on  these  arti- 
cles; bat  the  fishing  interest  of  the  Northeast,  more 
provident  than  the  farming  interest  of  the  North- 
west, looked  to  the  possibility  of  going  on  with 
their  trade  during  hostilities;  and  in  this,  as  was 
proved  by  the  event,  they  were  not  mistaken! 

The  war  with  Qxeat  Britain  ceased  the  17ih  of 
February,  1815;  the  act  then  reviving  the  salt  tax 
and  the  fishing  allowances  should  have  ceased  one 
year  thereafter,  to  wit,  on  the  17ih  of  February, 
1816.  But  the  war  left  a  great  debt  behind  it;  pro- 
vision for  the  payment  of  that  debt  was  indispen- 
.sable;  da  ties  upon  imports  w&s  the  source  looked 
to  fur  the  payment  of  that  debt;  and  on  the  5th  of 
February,  1816,  the  heavy  war  duties  were  con- 
tinued on  goods,  wares  and  merchandises  gene- 
rally; on  the  9th  of  the  same  month,  the  salt  tax 
and  its  appendages  were  also  continued.  This 
latter  act  ran  in  these  words; 

*'That  the  act,  entitled  *An  act  laying  a  duty  on 
imported  salt,  granting  a  bounty  on  pickled  fish  ex- 
ported, and  allowances  to  certain  vessels  engsged 
in  the  fisheries,'  passed  the  29th  of  July,  1813, 
shall  be,  and  the  same  hereby  is,  continued  in  force, 
anything  in  the  said  act  to  the  contrary  thereof  in 
any  wise  notwithstanding.*' 

Thus,  continued  Mr.  B.  the  act  qf  1813,  instead 
of  expiring  twelve  months  aAer  the  war,  was  con- 
tinued without  specification  of  time,  but  evidently 
to  meet  the  war  debt;  so  that  this  act  of  1813  is 
now  the  act  by  virtue  of  which  the  fishihg  bounties 
and  allowances  are  paid.  *  Several  acU  have  since 
been  passed  on  the  subject,  but  none  to  vary  the 
principle  of  the  act  of  1813.  The  only  differences 
introdaced  are  to  incrrase  the  allowances  to  fishing 
vessiels,  so  as  to  give  to  the  small  boats  from  five 
to  thirty  tons,  |3  50  per  ton;  to  vessels  above  thirty 
tons,  |4  per  ton;  with  a  limitation  to  |360  in  favor 
vf  any  one  vessel. 


Mr.  B.  said  he  had  now  traced  the  acts  allowing 
these  fishing  bounties  and  allowances  from  the 
year  1789,  to  the  present  day.  He  had  traced  all 
the  leading  acts  through  all  their  main  features;  and 
the  result  was,  that  these  bounties  and  allowances 
are  the  offspring  of  the  salt  duty;  that  they  grow 
out  of  it;  have  risen  and  fallen  with  it;  are  depen- 
dent upon  it,  and  cannot  live  one  day  without  it. 
These  bounties  and  allowances  are  now  great;  they 
are  about  a  quarter  of  a  million  of  dollars  per  an- 
num; they  have  taken  about  six  millions  oot  of 
the  Treasury;  and  the  receipt  of  this  sum  is  too 
comfortable  a  thing  to  the  fishermen  to  be  willing- 
ly relinquished  by  them.  They  mean  to  retain  it 
if  they  can,  and  to  retain  it,  it  is  indispensable  to 
retain  the  salt  tax  !  and  hence,  like  clearsighted 
men,  who  understand  their  own  interest,  they  set 
up  an  unflinching,  uncompromising  opposition  to 
the  repeal  of  the  salt  duties. 

Mr.  B.  then  exhibited  a  table  showing  the  pro- 
gressive increase  of  the  fishing  allowances  and  the 
salt  duty  from  1789;  how  they  had  risen  together 
and  fallen  together  until  1807;  and  how,  since  that 
time,  these  bounties  had  been  increased  without 
an  increase  of  the  salt  duty,  and  was  now  at  its 
highesi,  although  the  salt  duty  was  two-thirds  re* 
duced,  and  those  allowances  onght  to  have  been 
reduced  in  the  same  proportion. 

THE  TABLE. 

On  raMels  or  On  ▼easels  of  Maximum  Duty    on 

G  10  20  loos.  20 10  30  ions,  allow,  to  salt  xtet 

By  act  of  any  vas.  bushel. 

July,  1792                 ai  00        •!  ^0  airo  12  cts. 

May,  1792                   I  20          1  80  20i  12 

July,  1797                   I  60          2  40  272  20 

March,  1807            alralished    abolished  abolwhed  abolished 

Dec  1614                     1  60           2  40  272  20 

March,  1819                 3  GO          4  00  360  20 

At  present                  3  50          4  00  360  8 

In  the  year  18*28,  an  act  passed  for  abolishing 
a  part  of  the  duty  on  salt;  and  in  1833  the  famous 
compromise  act  made  provision  for  a  further  re* 
duction  of  the  duty;  but  neither  of  these  acts  made 
any  provision  in  relation  to  the  fishing  bounties 
and  allowances,  although  these  bounties  and  al* 
lowances  should  have  been  reduced  in  proportion 
to  the  redaction  of  ihe  tax  on  which  they  were  bot- 
tomed. The  late  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  Mr. 
Inghaoi,  noiiced  Ihi^  omis>ion  in  the  act  of  1828, 
and  called  the  atteotion  of  Congress  to  the  neces:^ity 
of  remedying  it.  His  notice  was  ocntained  in  his 
annual  report  on  the  finances  fur  the  year  1830,  and 
was  in  these  word5: 

'*The  reduction  of  the  dutjr  on  salt,  made  at  the 
last  session,  which  will  take  place  on  the  1st  of 
January,  1831,  and  1st  of  January,  1832,  respeo* 
tively,  would  seem  to  render  it  proper  to  make  a 
corresponding  reduction  in  the  drawback  allowed 
on  the  exportation  of  pickled  fish,  which  is  fixed  by 
the  act  of  29th  of  July,  1813,  at  20  cents  per  barrel, 
that  being,  at  the  time,  the  duty  charged  on  one 
bushel  of  salt.  Unless  the  law  allowing  the  draw- 
back shall  be  previously  modified,  the  exporter  will 
begin  to  receive,  after  the  Ist  of  January  next,  a 
greater  amount  of  drawback  than  the  duty  previ- 
ously paid  on  the  salt." — Ingham'$  annual  Treasury 
report,  December,  1830. 

This  recommendation  produced  no  efiect;  and 
the  compromise  act,  as  it  is  called,  which  after- 
wards passed,  and  made  further  reduction  of  the 
salt  duty,  was  entirelv  silent  on  the  subject  of  the 
fishing  bounties  and  allowances.  The  salt  tax 
itself,  although  a  war  tax,  expressly  limited  to  the 
war,  and  one  year  thereafter,  "  and  no  longer," 
was  yet  continued  longer  to  pay  the  war  debt,  and 
although  that  debt  has  been  many  years  paid,  and 
all  the  other  war  taxes  abolished^  yet  this  most  un- 
just and  most  execrable  and  detestable  of  all  taxes, 
is  still  perdiitted  to  survive.  Even  by  the  compro- 
mise act,  it  is  to  be  reduced  no  lower  than  to  20 
per  cent,  on  the  value;  a  sum  which  will  be  just  as 
bad  as  20  cents  on  the  bushel,  because  it  will  throw 
all  foreign  salt  into  the  hands  of  a  few,  and  will 
establish  a  monopoly  in  the  seaports  as  well  as  mono- 
polies in  the  interior.  Total  abolition  of  the  tax  is 
the  only  thinj;  that  will  bring  an  adequate  supply 
of  salt  into  the  country,  and  enable  it  to  be  sold  at 
first  cost  by  the  measured  bushel.  To  eflr(^ct  this 
total  abolition,  is  now  the  great  object  of  the  South* 
and  West;  and  this  great  object  is  strenuously  re- 
sisted by  the  Nortbcist,  because  upon  the  continu- 


ance of  the  salt  tax  entirely  depends  their  oontiinKd 
receipt  of  a  quarter  of  a  million  of  dollars  ptr  u. 
num  out  of  the  public  Treasury  for  fishing  boouia 
and  allowances.  The  ovenhrow  of  these  allov- 
ances  is,  therefore,  a  preliminary  work;  and  til  thit 
are  opposed  to  the  tax  on  salt,  must  join  in  leinof. 
ing  from  under  it  this  main  pillar,  which  props aad 
supports  it.  This  is  the  object  of  my  labor;  ud 
having  shown,  by  a  careful  re  vie  wal  of  our  legis- 
lation for  upwards  of  forty  years  upon  this  subject, 
that  the  tax  and  the  allowances  are  indissolnblj 
connected,  and  must  rise  and  fall  together,  1  nov 
take  a  higher  and  more  sacred  ground,  and  aader- 
take  to  say  that  an  allowance  to  the  fishiog  vends 
as  a  mere  bounty  from  the  Treasury  to  encounge 
a  branch  of  industry  which  cfeatcs  marinen,  is  u 
UNCONSTITUTIONAL  use  of  the  public  moKy; 
and  besides,  is  a  most  INEXPEDIENT,  DAK- 
QEROUS,  UNNECESSARY,  and  UNFAIR  ve 
of  it.  These,  sir,  are  not  phrases  to  ronod  off  t 
period,  to  fill  up  a  sentence,  or  to  supply  the  vut 
of  argument,  but  they  are  well  considered  andteii> 
ble  posiiions,  the  truth  of  which  I  now  proceed  to 
demonstrate: 

1.  Unconstitutionality. 

Oratttities  from  the  public  Treasury  to  susta'a 
any  branch  of  industry,  in  a  thing  unknova  to  the 
Constitution;  and  the  power  to  make  saoh  gratoi- 
ties  cannot  be  derived  from  any  clause  ia  tb«t  i^ 
strument.  The  attempt  was  made  at  iheoomiBeBoe<  i 
meat  of  this  Govern  ment,  and  entirely  failed.  Go.  | 
Hamilton  was  in  favor  of  fostering  mannfacttRs  | 
by  direct  bounties  from  the  Treasury,  bat  the  idet  i 
was  entirely  repudiated  by  the  friends  of  a  liiailed  j 
Government,  and  the  whole  scheme  was  saceen* 
fully  resisted.     In  the  case  of  the  fisheries  then*  I 
selves  it  was  asked  and  denied.     The  meoociii  | 
from  the  General  Court  of  Massadiosetts,  preseat*  : 
ed  at  the  first  session  of  the  first  Congress  oadcr  the 
present  Constitution,  prayed  for  aid  in  foar  difeot 
ways  to  the  fisheries;  1.  A  remission  of  datia  oa 
the  articles  used  by  the  fishermen;  2.  A  mooopolr 
of  ^e  home  market  by  prohibitory  duties  oufo> 
reign  fish;  3.  Improved  markets  abroad  bj  aBUCi- 
ble  negotiations  with  foreign  powers  ia  favor  of 
American  fish;  4.  Premiums  and  bounties  ia  itai. 
tation  of  the  system  of  England,  France,  and  Hol- 
land.   OC  these  four  vavielies  of  aid,  the  Qowh 
meat  granted  the  three  first,  and  denied  the  font 
The  Constitution  wm  victorious  in  that  moreaat 
against  it,  and  the  Constitution  is  ibe  same  aov 
that  it  was  then.  It  refused  bounties  aad  premiani 
to  the  fisheries  in  1789;  it  cannot  grant  then  a 
1839. 

Inexpedient.  Because  it  cannot  be  grutedtoQii 
branch  of  industry  without  being  granted  to  o(h» 
If  gratuities  once  issue  from  the  Treasury  lofflf 
up  and  sustain  any  one  pursuit  or  occopaim 
every  other  pursuit  or  occupation  will  hafe  a 
equal  claim  to  like  gratuities  in  iu  favor.  Caj*: 
nations  will  take  place  among  differeai  P'?**" 
to  this  new  species  of  pillage;  and  the  P^^^^^S 
sury  will  be  exhausted,  the  people  taxed, smIJ 
nation  ran  into  debt  to  raise  the  sums  whi^wi 
demands  will  require. 

Unnecessary.  I  hold  thesel)Ouniiesasa 
ty  from  the  Tieasury  to  be  unnecesMiy  <> 
fisheries,  either  in  the  way  of  profit  to  the  *''"* 
or  as  encouraging  the  creation  of  marinefi. 
fisheries  are  now  in  the  most  flourishing sWg 
other  vast  nurseries  for  seamen  have  spM! 
The  natural  and  inherent  advantages  of  «J| 
pie  for  carrying  on  these  fisheries,  with  theij 
of  the  home  and  foreign  markets  secured  foti 
as  proposed  by  Mr.  JeflTerson,  have  given  JhaM 
mastery  in  the  business,  and  totally  '^fj 
from  the  rivalship  of  France  and  En^lsMi^ 
was  the  very  foundation  of  their  appjietw^ 
Congress  in  1790.  Then  the  EngHAjJP 
shared  our  home  market,  and  nearly  moacf* 
the  foreign;  now  this  is  exactly  reverssi  P 
our  fishermen  have  the  monopoly  ^^^J?  «! 
market,  and  largely  share  the  foreign;  »^ 
parisoa  of  different  dates,  and  a  late  refnawl 
Massachusetts  Legislature,  show  the  I 
in  a  most  flourishing  condition.  Tlw 
our  fisheries  for  the  year  ending  the 
ber,  1837,  atand  thus; 
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iialt  Duties-^AJr.  Benion. 


Senate. 


Ezporu  Importa. 
Dried  fish,  or  ood  fisheries  -  1(586,506     .  |13,528 
Pickted  or  river  iisfa,  (her- 

rinir,  shad,  salaioD,  and 

mackerel)            -           -     181,334  83,953 

Whale  and  other  fish  oil      - 1,271,545  564 

Spermaceti  oil        -           -    151,875  7,008 

Whalebone             -           -    233,683  none. 

Spermaceti  candles  -           -    394,510  833 


^711,453        105,884 
105,844 

Balance  in  favor  of  U.  S.    #3,605,566 

Here  is  an  export  of  $3,600,000  worth  of  fish  and 
oils,  and  an  import  of  only  abont  $100,000,  and  two- 
thirds  of  that  coasisiing  of  salmon  and  herring, 
which  do  not  conflict  with  oar  Northern  fisheries; 
while  in  1790  the  export  of  the  same  articles  was 
oalr  $1,194,000,  and  the  import  was  6,343  barrels 
pickled  fish  and  3,701,330  pounds  of  dried  fish.  A 
report  made  to  a  recen  t  General  Assembly  of  the  State 
of  Siascachnset  ts  she  ws  that  the  fisheries  of  that  State 
alone,  for  the  year  ending  the  30ih  of  March,  1837, 
amonnted  to  near  $10,000,000,  to  wit:  whale,  cod, 
and  mackerel,  $7,509,290;  refined  whale  and  other 
oil,  $3,030,321.  Upon  so  large  a  business  as  this, 
the  amount  of  the  bounties  and  allowances  can 
have  but  little  inHuence;  and  eren  if  gratuitous 
bounties  had  been  necessary  in  1790,  as  prayed  for 
by  the  fishermen,  and  the  tvent  has  proved  thai  they 
were  not  neeesaary,  it  is  clear  and  indisputable  that 
they  art  not  necessary  now. 

Gratuitous  bounties  are  not  necessary,  even  if 
th^  wrie  constiiational,  to  promote  the  success  of 
the  fisheries,  so  far  as  the  profit  of  the  fishermen 
are  concerned.  They  have  a  profitable  hosinesis 
without  a  gratuity  from  the  Treasury.  Still  less 
are  they  necessary  to  kfcep  up  a  nursery  for  sea- 
men, and  to  prevent  our  fishermen  from  going 
into  the  service  of  the  English,  as  was  so  much  ap- 

grehended  in  1790.     The  English   fishing  service 
as  no  attraction  at  present  for  our  fishermen;  they 
have  declined,  and  have  ceased  to  be  an  object  of 
competition,  of  fear,  or  of  interest  to  us.      Other 
great  nurseries  of  seamen  have  grown  up,  which 
teave  the  fisheries,  formerly  the  first,  now  a  second- 
ary resource  for  the  creation  of  mariners.    In  1790 
we  had   three  nurseries  (or  seamt n;  namely,  the 
fisberie?,  the  coasting  trade,  and  the  carrying  trade; 
we  have  the  same  ihiee  now,  all  of  them  greatly 
augmented,  and  a  new  one  besides  which  we  did 
not  thtn  posses.   The  fisheries  are  far  greater  now 
than  they  were  then;  the  coasting  trade  is  increased, 
not    merely    in  the  ratio    of   increased    popula- 
tion   and    wealth,    but    the    double    of    it    on 
acoount    of  the   increased    extent   of   the   coast 
itself  fiom  the  acquisition  of  Florida  and  Louisiana; 
and  from   the  vast  trade  and  fishing  which  has 
gjown  up  in  all  the  norihen  lakes,  and  which  add 
90  many   thousand  miles  to  our  coasting  trade; 
Ibe  carrying  trade  is  prodigiously  augmented,  not 
merely  by  operation  of  the  laws  which  give  the  mo- 
nopoly of  that  business,  nearly,  to  our  own  ship- 
,  ping;  bat  also  from  the  production  of  cotton,  an  ar- 
-     tide  unknown  to  our  exports  forty  years  ago,  and 
..    aow  employing  infinitely  more  ships  and  mariners 
^  '4iMD  ever  the  fisheries  did.    If  a  gratuity  is  to  be 
W   t^^^^  ^^^  0^  ^^^  Treasury  to  the  pursuits  which 
^   create  mariners^  the  cotton  planting  of  the  South 
f.]  will  now  stand  at  the  head  of  the  occupations  which 
^'  jnerit  that  bounty.    Besides  all  these  vast  augmen- 
^  tfttioos  of  our  former  nurseries  for  seamen,  we  have 
'^  a  new  and  a  great  one  in  the  navy,  which  has  since 
^    been   built  up,  and  which  not  only  employs  many 
lu  thousand  seamen,  but  finds  time  and  opportunity, 
,     from  oar  peaceful  policy,  and  the  extended  protec- 
I :  -  Itoa  which  we  give  to  our  commerce,  to  prepare 
^.  Ibem  in  time  of  peace  for  service  during  war.    In 
crf  no  point  of  view  then,  neither  for  the  profit  of  ihe 
p.",  ft^cries,  nor  as  a  nursery  of  seamen,  is  a  gratuity 
ti- '  jfrom  the  Treasury  necessary  to  the  support  of  our 
\  rfishtries;  and  alt  the  arguments  in  favor  of  such 
I     grnHtAlies  in  1790,  and  proved  by  the  event  to  have 
-  been  mistaken  then,  are  obsolete,  inapplicable,  and 
«   wholly  out  of  dale  now.    But,  why  argue?    It  is 
r  JKHa  case  for  argument,  since  the  same  encourage- 
jnent  was  given  to  beef  and  pork  curers  as  to  fish- 


ermen; and  certainly  no  mariners  were  expected  to 
be  created  by  raising  cattle  and  hogs  I 

Unfair.  This  is  a  head  which  admits  of  several 
specifications.  It.is  unfair  towards  the  curers, of 
beef  and  pork,  both  of  which  articles  were,  put  on 
the  same  footing  with  respect  to  the  bounties  and 
allowances  in  lieu  of  the  drawback  of  the  salt  duty 
by  the  act  of  1789;  continaed  on  the  same  footing 
through  every  act  to  the  year  1807;  and  then 
shared  the  same  fate,  and  were  abolished  together. 
They  rest  upon  the  same  principle,  and  cannot 
fairly  be  separated.  The  allowances  to  beef  and 
pork  exported  were  not  revived  in  the  act  of  1813 — 
the  act  reviving  the  salt  tax,  and  with  it  the  fishing 
bounties  and  allowances;  diey  were  not  then  re- 
vived, because  the  new  act  was  a  temporary  mea- 
sare,  limited  to  the  war,  and  the  curers  of  beef  and 
pork  did  not  expect  to  have  any  foreign  trade  dur- 
ing its  continuance;  and,  therefore,  made  no  pro- 
vision for  the  revival  of  the  bounties  which  they 
had  enjoyed  before,  in  common  with  the  fishe- 
ries. The  act  of  1816,  which  continued  the 
act  of  1813,  was  also  understood  to  be 
temporary.  It  was  continued  lor  no  defi- 
nite period,  but  merely  continued  in  force 
generally  with  the  rest  of  the  war  duties; 
and  was  expected  to  be  discontinued  in  a  short 
lime.  For  these  reasons  the  friends  of  the  farming 
interest  made- no  effort  to  save  to  the  great  provision 
'  trade  of  the  South  and  West  the  large  pecuniary 
advantage  which  they  had  formerly  enjoyed  in 
common  with  the  Northern  fisheries.  They  re- 
mained slleni;  they  put  in  no  claim  for  their  equal 
privilege;  and  the  consequence  has  been,  that  while 
these  fisheries  have  received,  since  1813,  between 
three  and  four  millions  of  dollars  out  of  the  public 
treasury,  the  farming  interest  has  not  received  a 
cent  upon  their  beef  and  pork.  This  is  unfair,  it 
is  unjust;  it  is  indefensible;  and  now  that  the  in- 
justice is  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  Senate,  and 
the  question  is  fully  presented,  I  hold  it  to  be  impos- 
sible that  the  injurious  discrimination  is  to  be 
longer  continued.  It  cannot  be  tolerated  that  these 
fiisherics,  after  the  exclusive  benefit  which  they  have 
already  enjoyed  since  1813,  are  to  go  on  indefinitely 
to  enjoy  the  same  benefit,  to  the  prejudice  of  the 
beef  and  pork  trade.  This  cannot  be  tolerated; 
the  agricultural  interest  of  the  South  and  West 
cannot  be  ^pected  to  put  up  with  this  injostice 
any  longer.  Bounties  to  them  rest  upon  the  same 
principle  as  th:^  bounties  to  the  fishing  interest, 
and  henceforth  they  must  i^hare  the  same  fate. 
The  question  now  is,  what  shall  that  fate  be?  And 
here,  I  apprehend,  it  would  be  no  difficult  matter 
for  the  two  interests  to  make  a  bargain  together, 
and  agree  to  support  a  bill  to  restore  the  beef  and 
pork  trad6  to  its  lost  advantage,  and  to  continue 
mdefinitely  the  bounties  and  allowances  to  each. 
But  this,  in  my  opinion,  would  be  a  bad  bargain 
on  the  side  of  the  agrieuUural  interest;  and  an  un- 
constitutional and  dangerous  bargain  on  the-  side 
of  both.  The  agricultural  interest  wants  salt  for 
the  living  stock  still  more  than  for  the  slaughtered; 
it  wants  salt  for  the  provisions  used  at  home,  and 
within  the  limits  of  the  United  States,  as 
well  as  for  that  exported;  and  a  mere  resto- 
ration of  bounty  on  the  exported  beef  and 
pork  would  be  no  indemnity  for  the  stinted 
supply,  and  increased  price,  the  inseparable  conse- 
quence of  the  salt  tax.  To  continue  the  tax,  and 
restore  the  bounty  to  exported  provisions,  would 
then  be  a  bad  bargain  for  the  farming  interest,  and 
a  worse  one  for  the  Treasury,  which  would  find 
itself  called  upon  tor  a  much  larger  annual  amount 
of  bounty  than  the  annual  amount  of  the  tax  would 
ever  meet.  To  repeal  the  tax,  and  slill  continue 
the  bounties  and  allowances  to  both  fish  and  provi- 
sions, would  be  to  grant  naked  bounties— direct 
gratuities— from  the  Federal  Treasury  in  favor  of 
two  branches  of  industry;  a  grant  which  1  bold  to 
be  as  uncon&titulionai  a.s  ii  would  be  inexpedient 
and  dangerous.  To  all  the  other  fi^heries  carried 
on  in  the  United  States,  a  continuance  of  these  al- 
lowances to  the  Norjhern  fisheries,  without  being 
exJended  lo  them,  would  be  too  unfair  to  be  tole- 
rated. The  fisheries  o[  lake  Superior  and  the  other 
lakes;  those  of  the  bays  and  rivers  of  the  Atlantic 
board*-the  Delaware  and  Chesapeake  bays,  the 
Potomac  river,  the  Albemarle  sound,  and  otlu9r 


places — had  the  same  right  to  these  allowances 
which  the  Northern  fisheries  had.  Whether  granted 
as  a  commutation  and  equivalent  for  the  drawback 
of  the  salt  duty,  or  whether  continued  as  a  naked 
gratuity,  the  case  of  the^e  interior  fisheries  cannot 
be  separated  from  the  others.  They  use  salt  as 
largely  as  the  others  do;  they  use  vessels  fully  a 
match  to  the  five  ton  boats  which  now  draw  boon- 
ties  and  allowances.  If  granted  to  these,  baoon  can^ 
not  be  excluded.  Fish  is  the  bacon  of  the  North- 
east; and  this  fish  is  exempted  from  the  salt  tax. 
The  baoon  of  the  Sodih  and  West  and  Middle 
States  has  a  right  to  the  same  exemption;  and  gen- 
tlemen may  rest  assured  that  the  lime  has  now  ar- 
rived when  all  these  interests  must  be  placed  on  the 
same  footing — when  beef,  bork,  bacon,  the  lake, 
the  ba/,  the  sound  and  the  civer  fisheries,  muat  be 
exempted  from  the  burdens  of  the  salt  tax,  as  well 
as  the  cod  and  mackerel  fisheries  of  the,  Northeast. 
Mr.  B.  concluded  with  saying  that  he  had  fully 
made  out  his  preposition  that  the  fishing  bounties 
and  allowances  were  founds  upon  the  salt  tax — 
were  coeval  with  it — ^indissolubly  connected  with 
it — redueibli  and  exlinguishable  with  it;  that  these 
bounties  and  allowances  could  noi  survive  the  fall 
pf  the  tax  one  instant;  that  the  salt  tax  was  kept 
alive  to  keep  up  this  issue  from  the  Treasury;  and 
that,  to  abolish  the  tax,  it  was  indispensably  pre- 
requisite to  demolish  the  pretensions  of  the  fishing 
interest,  to  a  continuance  of  their  exclusive  bounties 
and  allowances.  This  was  what  he  had  attempted 
to  show  ought  to  be  done.  He  had  confined  him- 
self in  this  opening  speech  to  this  single  branch  of 
the  subject.  He  had  said  but  little  on  the  subject 
of  the  execrable  tax  itself,  its  oppressions  upon  the 
agricultural  class,  and  its  fostering  of  monopolizers 
and  r^raters.  He  left  that  branch  of  the  subject 
for  a  future  occasion;  and  when  he  came  to  tooch 
it,  he  should  avail  himself  freely  and  largely  of  the 
transeeadant  papers  on  the  uses  of  salt  and  tbe 
evils  of  the  salt  tax  which  a  British  Commons 
printed  for  the  use  of  Britons,  and  before  which  the 
British  salt  tax  fell,  and  by  which  British  stock  and 
agriculture  has  been  incredibly  benefited;  which 
papers  he  had  twice  obtained  an  order  of  the  Senate 
for  printing,  which  order  had  twice  been  rescinded. 
When  he  came  to  speak  on  this  branch  of  the  sub- 
ject, he  should  avail  himself  fully  of  these  invalua- 
ble papers. 

In  SenaU,  January  38, 1339— In  reply  to  Mr.  Davis. 
Mr.  BENTON  expressed  his  r^ret  that  the 
Senator  from  Massachusetts  [Mr.  Davis]  could  not 
have  concluded  his  argument  without  an  attack 
upon  General  Jackson,  and  especially  an  attack 
going  back  to  the  veto  of  the  Bank  charter,  the 
removal  of  the  deposites,  the  specie  circular,  the 
suspension  of  specie  payments — which  formerly 
figured  in  party  controversies,  had  lived  out  their 
brief  day,  and  now  quietly  reposed  in  the  tomb  of 
oblivion.  To  resuscitate  these  old  topics  would 
seem  to  be  in  bad  taste;  to  debate  them  over  again 
seemed  to  be  getting  up  a  discussion  fiat,  stale, 
and  unprofitable.  But  the  Senator  from  Massa- 
chuseiu  had  gone  into  this  work;  he  had  com- 
menced the  business;  and  he  has  given  us  a  new 
edition  of  the  old  panic  speeches  of  '33,  '33,  '34, 
'36,  and  '37.  We  have  been  again  informed  of 
commerce  ruined,  confidence  destroyed,  manufac- 
tories stopped,  the  laborer  without  work,  shops  shut 
up,  distress  universal,  miserv  in  every  house  and 
despair  in  every  bosom;  and  all  this  mischief  the 
sad  doings  of  one  wicked,  wanton,  and  ignorant 
old  man  I  We  have  had  a  new  edition  of  all  this 
served  up  to  us,  as  unexpectedly  to  me  as  if  it  had 
all  fallen  from  the  clouds,  and  as  repugnant  to  my 
feelings  as  could  be  the  disinterment  and  exhuma- 
tion of  the  dead.  But  since  the  Senator  has  chosen 
to  revive  the  memory  of  scenes  on  which  the  cur- 
tain had  long  since  been  dropped,  and  has  charac- 
terized them  in  a  way  to  suit  the  purposes  and  the 
feelings  of  himself  and  his  party,  I  must  be  per- 
mitted to  say  to  him  that  I  have  lately  read  a  his- 
tory of  the  very  events  which  he  has  been  describ- 
ing, written  a  long  time^ago,  in  a  foreign  land  and 
a  foreign  language,  but  so  accurate  in  its  details 
and  so  just  in  lis  representations,  that  every  reader 
would  immediately  recognise  it  to  be  the  true  his* 
tory  of  what  has  been  done  in  oar  own  country  dar* 
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ing  the  exhibition  of  the  domestic  manafactared  dis- 
tygqite,  the  performance  of  the  artificial  panics/ 
and  the  enactment  of  the  bloodless  and  sabbath^ 
less  revolutiens  with  which  the  public  seasibilities 
hare  been  so  moch  excited  of  late.  This  piece  of 
hisrory  is  fonnd  in  Yertot's  History  of  the  Porta* 
gnese  conspiracy  in  the  year  1640,  by  which  the 
Spanish  dominion  m  Portugal  was  overturned,  and 
John,  Duke  of  Braganza,  was  restored  to  the 
thfone  of  his  ancestors.  The  politicians  and  mer- 
chants were  in  the  conspiracr— -there  were  no 
banks  in  those  times;  but  politicians  and  merchants 
were  not  sufficient  to  carry  it  on;  they  could  not 
perform  the  manual  labor  of  attacking  the  Spanish 
guards  and  garrisons.  They  wanted  other  hands 
for  the  manual  labor  part,  while  they  confined 
themselves  to  the  headwork  part  of  the  revelation. 
To  obtain  these  operatives  the  merchants  of  Lis 
bon  fell  upon  a  plan  which  you  shall  have  in  the 
historian's  own  words:  I  say  in  his  own  words;  for, 
wbile  the  Senator  from  Massachusetts  was  speak- 
ing, and  bringing  this  piece  of  history  to  my  mind, 
1  despatched  one  of  oar  little  messengers  with  a 
note  to  Mrs.  Bcnton,  to  send  me  the  book,  **L'ikis- 
i9ire  de  k  cmjurtAitn  de  Port^al;^^  and  here  it  is; 
and  now  the  historian  shall  »peak  for  himself.  I 
rtad  in  French  first,  and'then  inJSnglish,  that  those 
who  understand  both  languages  may  know  that 
die  translation  is  jast.    At  page  33*2  he  says: 

*"IIs  avaient  mftme  congedi^  plusieurs  de  leurs 
ouvriers,  prfncipalement  les  pins  mutins,  sous  pre- 
texte  que  le  commerce  etant  ruin^,  ils  ne  pouva- 
itnt  plus  les  enUetenir;  mais  en  effet  afin  que  la 
misere  et  la  faim  les  port2,t  plus  aisem^nt  a  se  sou- 
lever:  et  cependant  ils  les  assistaient  de  tempi  on 
temps,  afin  de  les  avoir  toujours  k  leur  devotion.*^ 

'^They  [the  merchants]  had  even  discharged,  on 
purpose,  many  of  their  lalK>rers,  principally  the 
most  matinoas,  under  the  pretext  that  commerce, 
being  ruined,  (by  the  tyranny  of  the  Spanish  Gk>- 
-vernment,)  Uiey  could  no  longer  employ  them;  but 
in  fact  to  the  end  that  misery  and  fhmine  might 
carry  them  more  easily  to  insurrection;  assisting 
them  from  time  to  lime  to  retain  theui  in  devotion 
tb  themselves." 

Thi!9,  continued  Mr.  B.  is  the  true  history  of  our 
panics  and  home-made  distress,  and  wants  nothing 
but  a  change  of  names  to  be  written  of  the  United 
States  during  the  scenes  of  which  the  Senator  frcm 
Massachusetts  has  so  unexpectedly  revived  the  me- 
mory. For  Lisbon,  read  any  or  all  of  our  large 
cities;  for  the  {year  1649,  read  1833-4;  for  the 
Spanish  Qovernment,  read  Jackson^s  administra- 
tion; and  the  history  of  our  own  great  panic  blood- 
less revolution  is  complete.  The  body  of  the  work- 
ing people  of  Lisbon  could  not  be  trusted  with  the 
secret  of  the  conspiracy;  slill  it  was  indispensable  to 
have  their  services.  Starvation  could  drive  them  to 
revolt;  by  charging  this  starvation  to  the  tyranny  of 
the  Spaniards,  they  could  be  excited  ai;aiust  the 
Spaniards;  and,  by  a  hypocritical  dutribution  of 
alms  to  those  whom  they  had  deprived  of  bread,  they 
could  make  the  victims  of  their  policy  the  instru- 
menis  of  their  conspiracy.  A^  this,  even  down  to 
the  crocodile  distribation  of  alms,  was  done  in  oar 
own  cities;  done  against  Gkneral  Jackson,  and  to 
excite  a  deceived,  outraged  and  wronged  popula- 
tion against  him.  It  was  not  quite  so  suocessfol  in 
oar  cities  as  in  Lisbon;  but  the  virtue  and  morality 
of  the  conduct  was  the  same  in  both  countries,  and 
bistery  will  record  them  in  the  same  langaage.  Yes, 
sir,  history  will  record  that  the  working  people,  dis- 
charged from  their  employments  during  our  panics, 
under  the  pretext  that  commerce  was  ruined,  were, 
in  fact,  discharged  from  political  motives,  and  to 
make  them  instrameats  in  a  conspiracy  against  the 
Jackson  administration,  with  the  secret  of  which 
they  conld  not  be  trusted. 
'  Sir,  said  Mr.  B.  these  are  disagreeable  reminis- 
cence?;  but  they  are  forced  upon  us;  and  when 
forced  apon  us  we  must  answer;  and  it  must  be  in  the 
style  which  truth  and  justice  demands.  Truth  and 
justice  then  demands  of  me  to  denounce  the  ficti- 
tio&  distresses  which  have  been  made  in  thiscoan- 
•  try  during  the  administration  of  Ckneral  Jackson 
as  sheer  imposition,  so  far  as  the  bank  of  the  United 
States,  and  politicians  were  concerned,  and  as  sheer 
delnnon,  so  far  as  masses  of  the  people  were  con- 
cerned.   They  were  as  much  imposition  and  delu- 


sion as  the  discharge  and  insurrection  of  the  work- 
men were  in  Lisbon  in  1640;  they  were  as  nnch 
imposition  and  delusion  at  the  ftimous  witchcraft 
hallacination  of  Massachusetts  was  in  1690.  The 
pretexts  of  the  banks,  merchants,  and  politicians, 
for  stopping  business,  ditmissing  laborers,  and 
making  distress  and  panic,  were  Just  as  preposterous 
as  were  the  pretexts  of  the  bewitched  impostors  ia 
New  England  150  yean  ago.  Our  panic  and  dis- 
tress makers  of  the  19th  century  attributed  the  ruin 
of  all  business  to  tha  removal  of  the  depositee,  and 
to  the  specie  circular;  the  bewitched  subjects  of 
1690  attributed  their  calamity  10  the  lo^kt  of  the 
witches;  and,  in  both  cases,  one  pretext  was  just 
as  true  as  the  other;  and  a  trial  in  one  case  would 
stand  for  a  foe  limiie  of  a  trial  in  the  other.  Here 
is  a  histqry  of  one  of  theas  trials,  had  before  the 
honorable  Thomas  Danforth,  Deputy  Gh>vernor  of 
Massachuseus,  at  Salem,  the  11th  of  April,  1693. 
It  runs  thus: 

**Depuiy  fifevemor.    John,  who  hurt  youl 

"wfiwieer.    Goody  Cloyse  hurt  me. 

^^Dtputif  Governor.    How  did  she  hurt  youl 

<*^fMioer.    She  looked  at  me.** 

And  thereupon,  says  the  historian,  Hutchinson, 
the  aforesaid  John  fell  down,  kicked,  uttered  horri- 
ble cries,  and  began  to  vomit  crooked  pins;  where- 
upon Gk>ody  Cioyse  said  to  him,  "Oh,  thou  art  a 
grievous  liar."  I  quote  no  more  of  the  trial,  said 
Mr.  B.  but  say  that  Goody  Cloyse  was  right  in 
what  she  said  to  John,  and  is  so  admitted  to  have  been 
by  all  New  England  now,  though  disbelieved  and 

Sunished  at  the  time.  Goody  Cloyse  was  right;  and  a 
istory  of  her  trial,  with  a  mere  change  of  names, 
4ates  and  places,  substituting  President  Jackson  for 
Goody  Cioyse,  and  the  Bank  of  the  United  States 
and  its  confederates  for  John,  will  serve  fur  the 
future  histoiy  of  the  panic  scenes  of  General  Jack- 
son*s  administration. 

Mr.  President,  I  hope  that  this  is  the  last  time,  • 
for  the  present  session  at  least,  that  any  attack  will 
be  made  upon  Gen.  Jackson  on  this  floor.  He 
has  retired  from  public  life;  be  is  reposing  under 
his  own  vine  and  fig  tree;  he  is  now  in  no  man's 
way;  he  can  be  an  object  of  fear  to  none,  and 
should  net  be  an  object  of  hate  to  any.  He  has 
rendered  service  to  his  country,  and  certainly  is  en- 
titled to  peace  in  the  closing  moments  of  his  life.  I 
do  hope  there  will  be  no  more  attacks ;  I 
do  hope  there  will  be  a  truce  to  this' war  upon  a  re- 
tired man;  but  if  we  are  mistaken,  if  attacks  must 
be  continued,  gentlemen  must  rest  assured  that  de- 
fence will  follow. 

Inowi.itamto  the  appropriate  subject  of  de- 
bate, and  shall  reply  with  all  possible  brevity  and 
precision  to  the  argument  o(  the  Senator  from 
Massachusetts,  [Mr.  Davis.]  That  argument  rests 
upon  two  grounds.  1.  Protection  to  the  salt  ma- 
nufacture, for  which  purpose  he  insists  (he  duty,  if 
not  laid,  was  at  leasi  continued.  3.  Encourage- 
ment to  the  fisheries  as  a  nursery  for  seamen,  for 
which  purpose,  he  contends  the  fishing  bounties 
and  allowances  were  granted.  I  deny  both  these 
positions,  and  shall  sute  my  reasons,  in  addition  to 
the  reasons  given  ia  my  opening  speech,  for  be- 
lieving them  to  be  unfounded. 

1.  As  to  the  protection  tu  the  salt  manufacture. 

The  first  antwer  to  this  argument  is,  that  the  act 
now  in  force  for  this  .^It  duty,  is  the  act  of  1813; 
an  act  notoriously  and  professedly  passed  for  re- 
venue alone,  and  that  limited  to  the  war  with 
Great  Britain,  and  to  one  year  thereafter.  This 
extinguishes  the  idea  of  protection  in  the  original 
laying  of  the  duty.  But  the  act  was  continued 
after  the  war!  certainly  it  was,  and  continued,  with 
all  the  rest  of  the  war  duties,  for  the  express  pur- 
pose of  paying  the  war  debt!  The  Senator  from 
Massachusetts  [Mr.  Davis]  says  the  act  was  made 
perpetual.  This  is  a  great  error.  The  act  was 
continued,  generally,  as  the  other  revenue  acts 
were,  without  saying  for  what  time,  but  for  the 
known  purpose  of  paying  the  war  debt;  and  as  for 
perpetuity,  so  far  from  being  perpetual,  the  one-half 
the  duty  was  taken  ofi^ten  years  ago,  and  the  remain- 
der is  now  in  a  course  of  reduction  to  a  point  en- 
tirely and  avowedly  below  the  protection  limit. 
This  \a  one  answer  to  this  argument  Another 
is,  that  the  compromise  act,  as  it  is  called,  prorides  I 


for  the  reduction  of  the  salt  duty  to  twenty  pa 
cent,  on  the  value.  This  explodes  protection;  so 
that,  so  far  as  this  argument  is  concerBed,  Uia  law 
his  already  passed  which  aimuls  it.  Proteotiim  to 
the  salt  manufacture  has  already  ceased  by  law; 
and  the  passage  of  the  bill  which  I  propsse  to  briag 
In,  cannot  annihilate  the  protection  to  the  salt 
manufacture  m-itt  cfiectually  thaanow  done. 

Then  why  continue  this  duty,  reduced  as  it  nov 
is  to  six  cents  per  bushel,  and  as  it  soon  will  be  to 
twenty  per  cent,  on  the  valuel  Why  contiane  it? 
As  a  protective  duty  it  is  nothing;  for  it  will  sink 
below  the  protecting  point.  As  a  revenue  duty  it 
will  be  contemptible;  for  the  revenue  derived  from 
it  will  be  too  inconsiderable  to  merit  a  thsagbt  Its 
continuance  will  be  nugatory  for  protection  and 
for  revenue,  and  wai  only  be  effective  for  oppres- 
sion en  the  country — for  fostering  regratere  aad 
monopolizers — ^for  creating  an  intermediate  aet^ 
salt  dealers  in  the  seaport  towns,  standing  betweoi 
the  importer  and  the  retailer — between  tlie  ship 
which  imports  the  salt  and  the  steamboat,  or 
wafTon,  which  carries  it  into  the  country;  and 
which  intermediate  set  of  dealers  will  monopolize 
the  article,  double  or  quadruple  ihe  pnoe,  and 
make  common  cause  with  the  monopolizeis  in  the 
interior  of  the  country  in  stinting  the  supply,  in- 
creasing the  price,  subjecting  the  oouniry  to  their 
impositions,  and  practising  all  the  arts  foi  extc^ 
ing  money  by  a  monopoly  of  a  necessary  of  life 
with  which  the  people  have  been  so  long  ac- 
quainted. 

Then  why  continue  the  duty?  And  the  answer 
to  this  question  brings  us  to  the  second  ai^iumcit 
on  which  the  Senator  from  Massachusetts  relied; 
namely,  the  allowances  to  the  fisheries.  I  say  lhe» 
allowances  rest  on  the  salt  duty;  that  they  are  tea 
large  to  be  willingly  parted  with;  that  the  aboiitiea 
of  (he  duty  is  resisted  because  it  must  carry  wfth  it 
an  abolition  of  these  bounties  and  allowanees;  h^ 
on  the  contrary,  maintains  that  the  fishing  allov- 
ances  are  for  the  encouragement  and  rcaBDg  eC 
rolriners.    1  come,  then,  to  this  second  point. 

9.  Encouragement  to  the  fisheries  as  a  naiaoy^ 
for  seamen. 

I  deny  this  position  out  and  out;  and  wiihoiC 
feoing  over  the  lorty  years'  history  of  our  legislaliM 
on  this  subject,  with  which  1  occupied  the  tioae  at 
the  Senate  some  days  ago,  I  limit  myself  to  wamm. 
practical,  aad,  I  believe,  pointed  observatleai^ 
growing  oat  of  that  history,  and  which  viU  Mr 
show  the  fallacy-  of  this  pretension. 

1.  The  very  first  idea,  Mr.  President,  whaA  ptt* 
sents  itself  in  a  scheme  for  raising  up  mariaris  k€^ 
national  purposes*  is,  that  the  scheme  mn^  embam 
the  features  of  fixed  legislation  and  pennanent  diH 
ration.  There  must  be  a  system  of  legtriattoD,  aaC 
not  occasional  laws;  there  mu?t  be  a  peimiBcn^ 
of  continuance,  and  not  limited  and  contiogeal  dm 
ration.  Now,  how  stand  these  fishing  boontiea,  iMi 
upon  this  test?  Lost,  overthrown,  exploded  by  M 
All  the  acts  which  grant  them  are  of  the  lir-*'^ 
occasional  and  conlingent  kind.  The  first  c 
1789,  was  to  continue  only  seven  years;  it 
expire  in  June,  179*6.  The  second  one  <* 
them  three  years,  to-  wit,  until  June,  1799;  I 
one  continued  them  ten  years,  to  wit,^  ualll*-t 
and  that  one  was  not  allowed  to  live  ilt--*i 
out;  it  was  repealed,  in  March,  1807.  Borne  «f]l 
limited  acts,  Mr.  P  resident,  were  enacted  ^  " "" 
friends  of  a  navy  were  in  power;  when  1 
Mr.  Adams  was'Pr»?sidcnt,  aud  when  a  navall 
was  the  policy  of  ih  le  Government;  yet 
no  attempt  to  give  permanency  or  pc  ^ 
these  allowances;  aoid  the  main  act,  that  Jbtl 
nuino^  them  ten  years,  barely  got  through  fSh^X 
of  Represeaiatives.  with  that  House  efl 
of  a  large  m  ajoriiy  of  Federal  gendea  ^ 
voted  to  the  cr  cation  of  a  navy  and  to  lte"4 
sion  of  our  con  imerce;  it  passed  by  a  i 
six  votes,  whii  di  was  only  a  dtfferenee 
men!  So  muc  h  for  the  eariier  acta. 
ones,  and  those  now  in  force.  That  of 
limited  to  the  war,  and  to  one  year 
and  during  tte'is  time  there  was  no  'w^ 
fisheries  to  go  on,  except  by  the  permlM 
British;  the  coo  tinuance  of  the  ael  in  IfntM 
no  fixed  time»'-ai^d  was  known  to  be  lirVI 


Jan.  18S»> 

S5th  CoNO^.....di>  Ssss. 


APPEjhin:  t6  THfc  coNGRESsi6yAL  globe. 


141 


Salt  IhitieB'-^Mr.  Benton, 


Senate. 


Vkdoontingent  event,  to  wit:  the  payment  of  the 

2.'  The  Afxt  remark  which  I  will  make  is,  that 
if  eocoaoi^emeat  to  seamen  was  the  object  in  nnr- 
loiiJig  \tas%  fisheries,  then  that  branch  of  this  ba8i-> 
ness  which  did  most  towards  creating  mariners 
tboold  hare  had  the  best  part  of  the  allowance. 
Dds  is  clear  reason*,  yet  how  stands  the  fact? 
Why.  the  fact  is  that  the  great  branch  of  the  fishe- 
ries get  nothing!  the  small  branch  gets  the  whole! 
ITie  fire  hnndred  ton  whale  ship,  with  her  name* 
rous  crew,  doabling  Cape*  Horn,  sailing  twenty 
ihoos&ni  miles  before  she  reaches  her  field  of  ac- 
tioa,  remaining  out  three  years,  and  enconntering 
the  perils  of  a  naval  combat  in  her  conflict  with 
the  mighty  monsters  of  the  deep — this  vast  and 
lea  nursery  of  mariners  and  of  combatants  gets 
fiodtiog,  while  the  five  ton  boat  of  the  angler,  with 
its  hooks  and  lines  and  a  few  men,  out  three  or  four 
months,  and  hugging  the  coasts,  or  getting  no  far- 
ther than  the  .banks  of  Newfonndlahd,  and  drawing 
up  cod  and  mackerel,  gets  its  fall  share  of  the  al- 
lowance. This  brings  ridicnle  opon  oar  legisla- 
tioD,  if  the  creation  of  mariners  was  the  object;  but 
this  is  not  the  ca:se;  oar  legu^lation  is  not  ridicolons; 
it  is  the  argument  only  of  the  Senator  from  Mas- 
laefaasetts  whidh  woold  make  it  appear  so. 
i  I  merely  name  another  omnipoti^nt  answer,  here- 
tofiiregiren  to  this  pretension;  namely,  that  by  all  the 
acts  previous  to  the  late  war  the  exporters  of 
beef  and  pork  were  put  upon  the  same  fooling  with 
tjie  fishing  vessels  and  the  fishermen;  so  that,  if 
Birioers  were  to  be  nartnred  among  the  flsher- 
mea,  they  were  also  to  be  nurtured  among  gra- 
ziers and  herdsmen. 

i  I  barely  remind  the  Senate,  Mr.  President, 
that  when  the  allowance  was  changed  from  the 
eipoiter  of  the  fish  to  the  fishing  iressel,  it  was 
dsne  at  the  request  of  the  fishermen,  as  a  better 
neans  of  securing  the  allowance  to  him  who 
earned  it;  ^nd  that,  to  prevent  the  possibility  of  a 
ttttconstraction,  the  act  making  the  change  ex- 
pressly declared  the  allowance  on  the  tonnage  of 
the  vessel  to  be  in  commutation  of,  and  an  equiva- 
lent for,  the  bounty  in  lieu  of  the  drawback  on 
alt. 

^  }  barely  remind  the  Senate  also,  that  in  the 
mdn  act  of  1799,  which  raised  the  salt  tax  thirty- 
itift  and  a  third  per  cent,  and  at  the  same 
tine  raising  the  fishing  allowances  thirty- 
three  and  a  third  per  cent,  the  act  expressly  de- 
clared that  this  additional  allowance  to  the  fishing 
vessels  should  only  continue  so  long  as  the  addi- 
ti^nildaty  on  salt  was  continued,  on  account  of 
which  the  additional  allowance  was  paid. 
.  6. 1  also  repeat,  Mr.  President,  that  to  receive 
wis  allowance  every  vessel  was  required  to  catch, 
Of  to  prove  it  had  caught,  and  to  export,  or  prove 
it  had  exported,  a  quantity  of  fish  the  duty  on  the 
salt  used  in  curing  which  was  intended  to  be  about 
egaal  to  the  allowance  granted. 

7.  The  Senator  from  Massachusetts  has  laid  out 
his  main  strength  in  arguing  from  phrases  and  de» 
..Ittbffi  passages  \a  difl^erent  acts,  especially-  those 
jfits  which  relate  to  the  division  of  the  allowance 
BfmoDg  the  fishermen,  the  size  of  the  vessel,  the  foar 
^jQpnihs  she  was  to  remain  at  sea,  the  later  additional 
[^^^{ovances  wiiboat  an  increase  of  the  salt  duty,  dkc. 
,  JUl  this  would  amount  to  nothing,  even  if  the  pas- 
iMges  would  bear  the  construction  whteh  he  would 
^iife  Id  them.  We  know  that  these  details,  being 
considered  local  and  sectional,  would  be  left  to  the 
; Ambers  from  the  section  interested;  that  the  in- 
l^teaises  in  the^allowances,  without  corresponding  in- 
fieases  in  the' salt  duty,  would  readily  pass  without 
^cing  observed  by  that  part  of  our  members  who 
«ome  under  the  English  classification  of  "country 
Mnbersi'^  and  that  in  all  the  acts  there  arecon- 
tibUing  clauses  which  fasten  and  tie  down  (be  al- 
lowance to  the  salt  duty.  Of  this  character  are 
IfEiaeroas  clauses  in  the  different  acts;  but  for  my 
^cesent  purpose  it  is  sufficient  to  show  one— (he 
one  which  is  in  the  act  which  is  now  in  force— and 
jnuck  was  put  there  on  the  motion  of  the  wisest, 
rarest,  most  sagacious  and  best  of  men,  by  Nathan 
lu'M^n  of  North  Carolina. 

The  third  section  to' the  act  now  in  force  eon- 
iains  (his  enacunent: 
*^No  bounty,  drawback,  or  allowance,  shall  b* 


made  uader  the  aiMllority  of  thfe  aet,  unlesi  it  shall 
be  proved  to  the  satiafhotion  of  the  ooUeetor  that 
the  pickled  fish  for  which  the  bounty,  drawback,  or 
allowance  shall  be  claimed,  was  wholly  cored  with 
foreign  salt,  and  oii  which  a  duly  shall  have  beea 
secuml  or  paid.'* 

When  I  saw  this  cardinal  section^  said  Mr.  B. 
I  was  struck  with  the  ease  with  which  it  cut  off  all 
unfounded  pretenaians  to  these  aUowaacca  as 
bounties  for  the  creation  of  mariners;  I  looked  into 
the  journals  of  18 IS  to  see  who  it  was  ihat  had 
moved  that  omni|)otent  little  section;  I  fonad  it  to 
be- the  venerable  patriot  and  sage  who  has  been 
named;  and  now  I  conelade,  and  rest  my  argu* 
men!  upon  the  plain  and  simple  enactment  of 
which  he  was  the  author. 

Mr.  BENTON  roee  after  Mr.  Willubm  of 
Mame,  and  said  that  he  did  not  rise  to  reply  to 
that  gentleman — ^that  he  agreed  with  him  in  so 
many  things  which  he  had  said  that  he  was  pretty 
well  satisfied  with  his  speech — and  that  his  object 
in  rishig  was  to  ccmtinoe  his  reply  to  the  Senator 
from  Massachusetts,  [Mr.  Davis,]  and  to  bring  in- 
to the  debate  some  fresh  matter  which  he  had  dis- 
covered in  the  courbe  of  the  last  night,  and  which 
would  not  only  bear  directly  upon  the  issue  joined 
with  that  Senator,  but  would  place  him  (Mr.  B.) 
on  New  England  ground — on  Massachu^tts^ound 
especially — in  opposing  the  continuance  of  the 
salt  duties  and  fishing  bounties  and  allowances. 

The  law  now  in  force,  continued  Mr.  B.  and  by 
virtue  of  which  this  duty*  exists,  and  these  allow- 
ances are  paid,  is,  as  it  has  often  been  shown  in 
this  debate,  the  act  of  June,  1813,  passed  in  the 
second  year  of  the  war  with  Great  Britain.  I  have 
had  the  curiosity  to  examine  into  the  history  of 
that  act,  and  have  found  that,  in  the  .first  place,  it 
was  simply  a  revenue  measure,  brought  in  with  a 
long  list  of  revenue  bills;  that  it  contained  nothing 
as  brought  in  but  the  duty  on  the  salt,  the  fishing 
bounties  and  allowances  being  added  afterwards; 
and  that  in  every  stage  of  the  bill,  and  in  every 
form  it  could  assume,  the  New  England  delegation, 
headed  by  Massachusetts,  were  its  most  determined 
and  thoroughgoing  opponents.  Now,  granting 
that  these  gentlemen  voted  upon  the  general  mo- 
tive of  leaving  the  G«vemment  without  revenue 
to  carry  on  the  war  with  Gl^at  Britain,  yet  it  is  im- 
possible to  suppose  that  they  looked  npon  that  act 
iu  the  light  now  presented  by  the  Senator  from 
Massachusetu,  without  looking  upon  them  not 
merely  as  enemies  to  Mr.  Madison ^s  administra- 
tion, but  aL^o  as  enemies  to  a  Massachusetts  manu- 
facture—enemies to  commerce — enemies  to  a  navy 
^enemies  to  their  own  fishermen ! 
'  The  Senator  from  Massachusetts  [Mr.  Davis] 
represents  this  salt  dnty  and  these  fishing  bounties 
as  a  protective  duty  to  encourage  the  manufacture 
of  salt,  and  as  a  national  bounty  for  the  creation  of 
mariners  for  our  commercial  and  military  marine; 
and  he  has  dwelt  with  great  feeling  on  the  injury  to 
the  manufacturer  of  salt,  the  injury  to  our  com- 
merce, th»  injury  to  our  ships  of  war,  and,  above 
all,  on  the  injury  to  the  fishermen  themselves,  if 
this  duty  and  these  allowances  should  be  disconti- 
nued. But  in  all  this  he  must  be  misuiken,  or  the 
New  England  gentlemen  who  were  in  Congress 
during  the  war,  must  have  been  i^t  only  enemies, 
but  gratuitous  enemies,  to  all  these  interests. '  I  say 
gratuitous  enemies;  for  the  amount  of  income  which 
could  be  derived  (torn  the  salt  duty  during  the  war 
was  next  to  noUiing!  ("oreign  trade  was  suspended; 
and  little  or  no  revenue  could  be  derived,  or  tvas 
derived,  from  that  source.  As  crippling  the  Go- 
vernment, then,  in  its  conflict  with  Great  Britain, 
the  withholding  of  this  salt  revenue  was  nothing; 
while  to  the  manufacturers  of  salt,  the  commerce, 
the  navy,  and  the  fishing  interest,  the  bill  was,  ac* 
cording  to  the  views  now  taken  of  it,  of  the  most 
momentous  and  vital  importance^a  real  life  and 
death  measure!  It  is  impossible  to  conceive  that 
the  New  England  delegation  of  that  day,  though  in- 
imical to  the  Administration,  could  have  been  so 
inimical  to  it  as,  for  the  sake  of  withholding  the 
insignificant  amount  of  the  salt  tax,  could  have 
been  willing  to  inflict  upon  salt  manufacturers, 
upon  commerce,  upon  the  navy,  and  upon  the  fish- 
ermen themselves,  the  misfortune  of  losing  all  the 
beuifiti  with  which  thia  act  of  1813  is  now  alleged 


to  be  fraught  The  Senator  from  Maasachusetia 
must  be  mistaken;  and  I  will  now  proceed  to  trace 
the  history  of  this  act,  and  to  show  him  that  I  now 
stand,  in  relation  to  this  bill,  on  the  ground  on 
which  all  New  England  stood,  with  the  exoeplion  of 
a  few  Republicans,  at  the  time  die  act  was 
passed. 

This  act,  sir,  made  its  first  appearance  in  the 
House  of  Representatives  on  the  10th  day  of 
June,  1813.  It  was  reported  from  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means  by  Mr.  Bppes,  in  company 
with  nine  other  bills,  to  raise  revenue  for  the  sup- 
port of  the  war;  and  it  was,  as  introduced  by  him, 
merely  a  bill  to  lay  a  duty  of  twenty  cents  a  bushel 
on  salt.  The -bounties  and  allowances  were  not  in' 
it,  either  to  beef  and  pork  or  to  fishing  vessels;  a^d 
this  omission  was  upon  the  obvious  ground,  that 
there  could  be  no  foreign  trade  daring  the  continue 
ance  of  the  act,  and,  therefore,  there  could  be  no 
drawback  of  the  salt  duties,  or  any  bounties  and 
allowances  in  lieu  of  drawback.  On  being  brought 
in,  the  bill  went  into  the  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
in  which  state  no  journal*  is  kept  of  the  yeas  and 
nays;  but  on  being  reported  from  the  committee  to 
the  House,  questions  are  taken  on  all  the  amend- 
ments agreed  to  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and 
on  these  questions  the  yeas  and  nays  are  taken, 
and  the  vote  of  every  member  is  shown  and  pre- 
served. I  take  up  the  history  of  the  bill  at  the 
commencement  of  the  proceedings  upon  it  in  the 
Ainist,  and  proceed  to  show  that  the  whole  of  the 
New  England  members  present,  with  the  exception 
of  a  few  Republicans,  headed  by  Massachusetts, 
opposed  the  bill  in  every  shape,  and  would  have 
prevented  it  from  ever  becoming  a  law  if  they 
could.  This  will  be  shown  by  a  rapid  review  of 
the  motions  made,  the  questions  taken,  and  the 
votes  upon  them. 

The  bill  was  taken  up  on  the  13ih  of  July,  and 
the  first  motion  was  on  the  part  of  Gov.  Wright, 
of  Maryland,  to  postpone  it  indefinitely;  and  on  mat 
motion  the  vote  stood  55  yeas,  88  nays.  The  yeas 
were: 

"MeMRt.  BayllM,  M<us.;  Benson,  N.  Y.;  Bifelow,  Mom.; 
Bradbury,  Man.;  Breckenndge,  Vir.j  Brigham,  Mam^  Bur* 
well,  Vir.j  BuUer,  VeT-;  Caperton,  Vir.;  Ctiampion,  Cwm.; 
Cilley,  N.  H.:  Culpepper,  N.  C;  Darenport,  Omn.:  Ely, 
JIfeur;  Franklin,  N.  C./GaMon,  N,  C;  Gleninger,  Penn.; 
Ooldsburoagh;  Qroevenur,  JV.  Y.;  Hanson,  Md.;  Ilungerford, 
Vtr. :  Jackson,  iZ.  /.;  Ken^  N.  Y,;  Kent,  Md  ;  Kii«,  Man.; 
LewU  rir.:Lovett,  iST.  T;  Macon,  N.  C;  McCoy,  Vir.;  Hi]. 
lor.'iV.  Y.;  Moore;  Mosely,  Omn.;  Oakley,  iv:  Y;  Pickering, 
Ara««.;PitkiQ,Con».;  Potter,  JZ.  /.;  Kidgelv,  i>ej.;  Bnggles, 
Mata.;  ShetTey,  Fir.;  Slier weod,  N.  Y;  Shepherd,  iVTYj 
Smith,  N.  Y;  Smith,  Vir.;  Stanford,  N.  C;  Strong,  Ver.; 
Smart,  Md.;  SturgoB,  Cbttn.; Thompson,^.  Y;  Vo«e,^.  H.; 
Wheatoo,  Jfoee.;  Wlyic,  Vir.;  Wilcox.JV;  H.;  Wilson,  Ma9$.; 
Winter,  -Y.  Y;  Wright,  Md.-5B." 

Having  read  the  list  of  yeas,  Mr.  B.  went  on  to 
say  that  the  gentlemen  whose  names  made  up  the  . 
fifty-five  who  were  in  favor  of  indefinite  postpone- 
ment were,  jlr$(,  the  whole  body  ot  the  New  Eng- 
land delegation,  with  the  exception  of  a  few  Re- 
pnblicans;  secondly t  the  Federal  gentletnen  from 
other  States  who  were  opposed  to  the  Administra- 
tion; and,  thirdly,  a  few  unyielding  Republicans, 
headed  by  Mr.  Macon,  who  could  oot  be  brought 
to  vote  for  a  salt  tax  on  any  consideration,  aod 
who  knew,  besides,  that  putting  on  and  taking  olT 
taxes  was  like  Virgil's  description  of  a  visit  to 
hell — easy  to  go  down,  hard  to  come  back — the 
tax  easily  put  on,  hard  to  be  got  dfl^,  as  the  event 
has  proved  in  this  case.  These  made  up  the  fifty- 
five  who  voted  for  the  indefinite  postponement  of 
the  bill,  and  who  stood  together  on  every  subse- 
quent voteagain&i  it. 

The  next  vote  was  to  defer  the  commencement 
of  the  operation  of  the  act  for  about  six  months — to 
the  1st  day  of  January,  1814.  Fifty-seven  (57) 
member*  voted  for  this  delay;  being  the  same,  with 
the  addition  of  two  more,  who  voted  for  indefinite 
postpoDcmeot. 

The  third  vole,  to  delay  or  defeat  the  bill,  was 
on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Macon  to  pontpone  the  consi- 
deration of  it  until  the  first  day  of  November  en- 
suing; that  is  to  say,  to  a  day  beyond  the  ,cnd  of 
the  session.  On  this  question,  the  vote  in  favor  of 
the  postponement  was  51;  being  the  same  as  be- 
fore, with  the  exception  of  a  few  absent. 

The  fourth  vote  was  on  the  motion  of  Mr. 
Yancey,  of  North  Carolina,  to  reduce  the  duty  from 
20  to  12i  cents  per  bushel.    On  this  the  vote  in 
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ikvor  of  redaction  was  68,  btginning  with  Mr.  Bay- 
li^i  ofMassacbQsetis,  as  usual,  goipg  on  to  iaclude 
ihti  pbalaoJE  of  55,  and  gaining,  as  many  more  from 
the  Republicana  as  made  up  69. 
^ JThe  fifth  vole  wa«  on  the  motion  of  Gov. 
vvRienrr,  ot  Maryland,  to  reduce  the  doty  fh^  30 
to  14  cents  per  boshel.  On  this  rote  the  yeas  weie 
55;  aodsistiog  mainly  of  the  same  55  who  regular- 
ly iiiosteitd  agkidst  the  bill. 

Ttie  slith  attempt  to  defeitt  the  biU  was  on  the 
motion  of  Mr.  MtrnrRiB,  of  NoHh  Carolina,  to 
postpone  the  coi^sideration  of  it  until  the  first  day 
of  Dfcember  ensuing;  that  is  to  say,  to  a  day  be* 
yond  the  period  of  the  session.  On  this  question, 
the  vote  stood— 69  yeas  to  87  nays;  the  63  indud- 
ingjthe  original  and  standing  55. 

TH^  setenth  niain  vcfte  witd  od  the  passage  ef 
the  bill;  and  the  nays  stood  55,  the  yea^  90.  Tbese 
55  were  the  same  who  had  voted  agaihst  the  bill, 
from  the  beginning  to  the  endiag;  Massachusetts 
fiirttishing  a  larger  number  of  the  55  than  any 
Stale  in  the  Union,  add  evety  New  England  State 
baching  her  with  the  majority  of  its  votes. 

Having  gone  over  the  history  of  the  enactment 
^f  ,|be  .bill,  Mr.  B.  said  he  felt  that  he  had  made 
good  Ms  declaratidnj  that  he  stood  pi  New  England 
ground,  and  especially  on  Massachutetts  ground, 
in  showing  a  determined  hostility  to  this  act.  It  is 
eeirtain  that  Ma«sachusettR,  and  all  New  England, 
btcept  A  few  Republicans,  opposed  the  act,  at  its 
oassage,  in  the  most  detei:mined  manner.  Grant- 
ing that  a  part  of  this  opposition  was  to  deprive 
the  Gk)vernment  of  revenue,  yet  it  i^  impossible  to 
suppose  that  the  delegation  of  New  England  would 
nave  so  acted,  if  the  protection  of  the  salt  manu- 
ticinre;  add  the  Encouragement  of  the  fisheries  as  a 
nursery  of  seamen,  had  been  any  part  of  the  ob- 
ject of  the  bill?  It  is  certain  th'at  these  objects 
were  no  part  of  the  intention  of  the  bill,  and  it  is 
eauatly  certain,  therefore,  that  the  Senator  from 
Massacha9etts  (Mr.  Davis]  is  now  wholly  mistaken 
iii  attributing  sUch  intention^  to  iU 

But  the  delegation  of  New  EnglanJ,  in  the 
greater  part,  and  Massachusetts  especially,  is  NOW 
in  favor  of  the  act  which  they  so  much  opposed 
at  the  time  of  its  enactment !  It  is  certain  they 
ate  for  it  NOW !  and  the  question  is,  to  account 
fbi*  this  change.  That  is  e&sily  done.  The  salt 
tiiiiy  ahd  its  app^ndnges,  Iras  do  sourbe  of  profit- 
was  not  a  money  makmg  busines^-^at  the  time  of 
the  enactment  of  the  bill;  it  is  iiDto  a  source  of  pro- 
fit— ^it  is  fww  a  money  making  business;  and, 
ihe^fore,  the  fishermen  and  their  friends  are  un- 
willing to  repeal  the  billf  the  enactment  of  which 
they  (o  much  resisted  at  its  passage.  6reat  abuses 
have  grown  up  in  this  business,  some  of  which 
have  been  .detected,  some  of  which  are  now  appa- 
i'ent,  others  of  which  are  pretty  well  known  to  eXiSt, 
althougii  the  proof  is  not  od  the  record;  and  thus 
an  Allowance  which  was  intended  in  1813,  to  be 
nothing  but  the  refunding  of  a  tax,  is  now  at  least 
deven  or  eight  times  as  much  as  the  tax  itself,  even 
hbpposihg  it  to  i>e  paid.  A  late  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  Mr.  Ingham,  during  the  short  time  of  his 
administration  of  the  Treasury  Department,  de- 
tected above  thirty  thousand  dollars  of  illegal  pay- 
ments to  these  fisheries,  which  he  reported  to  Gon- 
gi-e^;  Some  salt  manufacturers  in  Massachusetts, 
in  their  report  to  the  l^ecretary  of  the  Treasury  a 
ftw  years  ago,  rtporUi  ihat  their  $aU  vfos  used  ,l» 
the  JUherlea!  and  from  the  grosn  amount  of  the  al- 
lowance, and  the  quantity  of  fish  exported,  it  is 
impossible  that  the  quantity  of  salt  has  been  ex- 
ported upon  the  fish  which  the  large  amount  of  the 
allowance  supposes. 

But  there  is  one  point  of  view  in  which  we  have 
data  to  make  an  accurate  calculation  of  the  amount 
unduly  received  by  the  fisheries  at  this  time:  it  is 
by  cemparing  the  amount  which  was  formerly  paid, 
with  what  1s  now  paid,  and  comparing  these 
amounts  with  the  duty  on  salt  at  the  respective 
periods  of  comparison.  Thas,  by  the  act  of  1793, 
when  the  salt  duty  was  twelve  cents  per  bushel, 
add  when  the  bounty  in  lieu  of  drawback  on  ex- 
ported fish  was  shifted  from  the  exporter  to  the 
fishing  vessel,  the  allowance  was  fixed  at  $1  per  ton 
for  vessels  from  five  to  twenty  lonsj  at  jl  50  per 
ton  on  vessels  from  twenty  to  thirty  tons,  and  at 
|3  50  per  ton  on  vessels  above  thiny  tons,  with  a 


limitation  of  the  maximum  allowance  to  any  one 
vessel  of  more  than  $170.  This  was  the  allowance 
in  179^,  when  the  dtjty  on  salt  «^as  twelve  centa  A 
bushel.  But  now,  when  the  autjr  is  bi;^  six  cents  .a 
bushel,'  these  sarne  allowances  are  respectively 
swelled  up  into  two  or  ihtee  times  their  original 
amount;  the  $1  a  ton  on  small  vessels  is  rai^  to 
|3  50;  the  f  I  50  and  $3  50  on  larger  vesaeis  are 
raised  lo  f4  a  ton,  and  the  |170  maximum  allow- 
ance is  augmented  to  |360.  Reduced  to  their 
proper  amounts,  these  Allowances  would  be  the 
one-half  of  what  they  were  in  1792^  that  is  to  say* 
fifty  cents  per  Ion  for  vessels  from  fiv«  to  twenty 
tons;  seventy-five  cents  |ier  ton  to  yessels  between 
twenty  and  thirty  tons,  and  (1  35  per  ton  oh  all 
vessels  above  thirty  tons,  with  a  limitation  ot  (he 
maxima  01  allowance  in  favor  of  any  one  vessel  to 
|85.  At  these  rates,  the  allowances  would  now  be 
about  40  or  |50,000  dollars  instead  of  about 
|350,000.  This  is  an  abuiie— a  great  and  palpable 
abuse— by  which  thft  Treasury  loses  near  |300,0(K) 
per  annum,  and  the  fisherman  gain  that  much 
more  than  they  have  a  fair  right  to  receive.  And 
in  this  lies  the  secret  of  the  change  which  has  taken 
place !  a  change  which  makes  the  friends  of  the 
fishermen,  tormerly  the  enemies,  now  the  friends  of 
the  salt  tax !  The  Treasury  has  paid,  in  the  whole, 
uf^^ardS'of  |6,000,000  to  the  fisheries  under  the 
idea  of  refunding  a  salt  tcx^  a  large  part  of  which 
has  been  unduly  paid,    it  is  dow  paying  about 

J 250,000  per  annum,  foui^fifths  of  which  afe  uQ^ 
uly  paid.  Surely  it  is  time  to  stop  these  abuses; 
and  the  abolition^total  itbolition— of  the  salt  duty, 
is  the  way  to  stop  them.  While  ft  veaiige  of 
that  duty  remains,  the  allowances  and  the  abusiis 
will  continue. 

Thd  Senator  from  Massachnsettss  [Mr.  Divis] 
speaks  of  the  increase  of  foreign  seameu  in  our 
service,  and  from  that  circumstance  draws  an  ar- 
gument in  favor  of  the  encouragement  lo  out  OWn 
mariners  to  be  derived  from  these  fishing  bounties. 
Why,  sir,  does  he  not  know  that  these  allowances 
go  to  fofeigners  as  well  as  to  citizens?  That  pre- 
vious to  1817,  the  whole  allowance  might  have 
gone  to  foreigners,  and  tbit  it  te  only  since  that 
time  that  this  allowance  is  limited  to  one«fotirth 
foreigner5?  The  previous  acts  madb  no  difiTerenoe 
in  the  national  character  of  the  fishermen  te  whom 
the  allowance  was  paid;  it  might  all  have  gone  to 
foreigners;  the  act  of  1817,  after  we  had  had  a  war 
upon  the  snfarject  of  imprejsment  of  aeamen,  was 
the  first  that  introduced  the  distinction  between 
aliens  and  citizens;  and  that  act  only  went  the 
length  of  requiring  three-fourths  of  the  fishing 
crew  to  which  the  allowance  was  paid  to  be  citizens 
of  the  United  States. 

Sir,  iaid  Mr<  B.  I  thank  the  gentleman  for  men- 
tioning his  subject  of  foreign  seamen;  it  reminded 
me  of  a  main  argument  which  I  had  omitted 
against  this  position,  that  these  allowances  were 
granted  to  foster  a  nursery  of  Amencan  seamen. 
What  more  conclusive  against  that  position 
than  that  these  allowances  might  have  gone,  by 
law,  in  Me,  to  foreigncrji,  op  to  the  year  1817?  and 
that,  since  that  time,  one-fourth  of  their  amount 
may  still  go  to  them.  Yes,  sir,  sixty  thousand  dol- 
lars per  annum—the  one-fourth  of  1350,000— may 
now,  by  law,  be  paid  to  foreigners  in  our  fisheries, 
and,  no  doubt,  Ls  actually  paid  to  them,  for  they 
are  obtained  cheaper  than  our  own  citizens.  But 
it  is  sufficient  for  the  argument  that  it  may  be  paid 
to  them.  That  shows  that  it  is  no  part  of  the  poli- 
cy of  the  act  to  foster  American  seamen.  I  thank 
the  Senator  from  Massachusetts  for  pronouncing 
that  word  foreigner;  it  reipinds  me  of  my  best  aiga- 
ment.  And  now,  granting  the  fact  that  there  is  a 
great  increase  of  foreigners  in  our  commercial  and 
naval  marine — that  we  are  employing  seamen  from 
foreign  climes,  who  cannot  even  speak  our  lan- 
guage; grant  all  this;  and  what  is  it  but  the  counter- 
part— the  parallelism — to  our  late  importation  of 
wheat  from  the  Bo*phorus  and  the  Vistula?  What  is 
it  but  the  sam«  thing  in  another  form,  of  our  late 
importation,  from  Europe,  of  hay,  oats,  butter, 
eggs,  beef,  pork,  bacon,  lard,  ullow,  bailey, 
rye  and  other  necessaries  of  life?  What  is 
it  all  but  the  efifect  of  our  paper  sys- 
tem—the effect  of  our  nine  bundrra  banks, 
which  are  to  be  IfiOO  before  this  year  is  oat,  all 


issuing  currency,  and  all  going  on  swelling  lad  ex- 
panding, and  raising  the  pride  of  all  artielis,  imti/ 
tbey  reach  the  bursting  point?  Our  paper  system 
has  brO'Ught  these  foreign  mariners  into  onf  service, 
6y  giving  them  so  much  higher  wages  than  tbejr 
cAn  get  at  home,  ft  has  broQght,  also,  the  foteifii 
ships,  which  now  get  so  laige  a  share  of  oar  a^ 
rying  trade;  it  has  put  up  the  wages  of  the  mariaeKi 
to  the  high  rates  which  the  Senator  from  Massadio. 
setts  mentJotef  and  high  as  those  ntesare,  be  mf 
expect  to  see  them  higher  before  they  are  lower,  for 
the  cause  which  raises  prieiss  is  now  in  fall  n^ 
ffrowiog  force;  the  paper  balloon  is  now  rising  tad 
mstendingl  It  will  continue  rising  and  disteadiog, 
until  it  bnrsts  againS  and  with  its  ascent  and  dhtea' 
sion  will  go  up  the  prices  of  all  articles,  maiinenr, 
#ages,  and  ship  freights  inclusive. 

The  Senator  from  Massachusetts  IMr.BiTu) 
speaks  of  the  depressed  state  of  the  fisheries— their 
small  product— the  little  ptott  attending  them,  Ae. 
and  on  this  account  claims  a  cominaance  of  ik 
itllowances.    I  deny  that  these  consid^raiioDS,  ad* 
milling  tbem  to  be  well  foanded  in  point  ct  fact, 
ooi«ld  have  any  weight  in  the  decision  of  tids 
question.    It  is  an  argument  which  may  be  nsed, 
at  times,  in  favor  of  every  possible  trade,  poiwit, 
of  occupation.    It  may  be  used,  at  times,  in  fttor 
ofatiy  branch  of  >agricultu re,  manufactures,  navi* 
gatioD,  or  comrnferce;  and  if  Congress  Is  to  helpovt 
any  one  branch  of  busil^ess  with  bonnlies  whcoiiii 
in  a  depressed  and  unprofitable  state,  it  may  prf' 
pare  itself  to  help  out  all,  and,  in  theeatidto  beoome  . 
the  insurer  of  all  undeirukings  and  the  indeaaiflef 
of  aH  losses.    But,  sir,  are  the  fisheries  in  ^ 
depressed  state?  are  they  really  at  the  low  ebb.anl 
profitless  point,  at  which  the  Senator  ttom  Massa- 
chuaetu  would  present  them?    Is  this  thrir  a^ 
tual  condition?    Let  facts  answer,    and,  abote 
all,  let  the  Massachusetts  General  Assembly  an- 
swer.    Look   to   the    report   ou   the    manafae' 
fdrts   of   that   State   for   the   year  ending Jie 
31st  of  March,    1837,    just  published  Irf  «dtf 
of  the  Legislature,  and  by  which  the  product  am 
fisheries  alone  for  that  Sute,  refined  whale  oil»- 
cluded,  is  returned  at  near  ten  millions  of  doliSfsl 
to  be  precise,  #9,829,611.    Why,  sir,  this  iuwr 
doable  the  amount   of  the  whole  export  of  »» 
baoco  from- the  entire  United  States!    It  isa^ 
four  times  the  amount  of  the  whole  exported  we 
crop  of  theSoutb!    It  is  more  than  the  total  eim 
of  beef,  pork,  bacon,  lard, hides,  taltow,  HTeiMi 
flour,  com,  com  meal,  all  put  together,  from  jn  , 
parts,  of  the  United  States,  amounted  to  for  m 
same  year!    No,  Mr.  President,  the  fisheries  iif 
doing  very  well,  and  there  is  another  way  topww 
it.    Compare,  for  example,  the  number  of  perwi 
employed  in  the  business,  with  the  product  of  aw 
labor,  and  see  how  the  account  will  stand.  ^""JJ 
then  U)  that  same  report  from  the  Massachnsetti 
Legislature,  I  see  that  the  number  of  persons  en- 
gaged in  her  fisheries,  refining  whale  oil  inclusw, 
is  SW,I70.    Now  divide  the   proceeds  of  »«  ^ 
ries  among  this  number,  and  it  is  close  o.P^»*"^ 
a  year  to  each  person  engaged  in  t\i0  bnsu>c»  "^ 
fishiug  year,  except  for  whales,  being  three  mows 
and  ahalf !  $500  for  three  and  a  hal.  m<».^2r- 
that  without  counting  the  allowance  which  m 
get  from  the  Government.     This  is  one  ?»»».  . 
prove  the  prosperous  state  of  these  fisheries,  m*  •* 
very  conclusive  one  it  is;  but  it  is  not  the  oply  w;j 
to  that  efifect,  nor  even  the  most  conclttaveo*  ^ 
Another  view  resullB  from  a  comparison  of"*2»j 
pital  invested  in  the    business,  and  ^*  JJJ"?' 
amount  of  its  product,  the  year  for  the  codim^ 
maekec«l  fishing  being  three  and  a  half  '''*'*^' 


ness  tor  we  seuoo  m  uuijr  «uwu*  v-^—--  ;  . 
the  amount  of  the  capital  invested.  It  »'gL 
tnally  near  661  per  cent,  on  the  ""J"" 
of  the  capital  employed.  No;  these  « 
erieb  are  not  at  a  low  ebb;  nor  is  their  JL^ 
dependent  upon  the  bountica  and  preqiinitfW*; 
the  Ck>vernmant.  Though  a  large  amouol  ^J^'L 
from  the  Treasury,  theyarc  but  a  small  itett  «J 
value  of  the  fis^ries.  This  value  in  Mt«iwJ5 
alone  amounts  to  about  ten  .railliona  ofdolUggl 
annum.    I  do  not  know  the  product  of  CheiP» 
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NevSnglaiid  States;  bat  I  do  know  that  they  all 
faa?e  a  protection  and  eDCoaragement^  under  omr 
Jaws,  SQch  as  no  other  branch  of  industry  receives, 
aid  compared  to  whith  the  boanties  and  allow- 
aaees  are  nothitig.  They  have  a  MONOPOLY  of 
tfae  bone  market,  and  a  good  share  itt  the  foreign 
naiket.  They  have  the  BXOLtTSlVE  supply  of  our 
olrasixlttn  millions  of  people  with  the  produce  of 
Ike  fisheries,  and  they  export  largely  besides.  This 
.  I  proved  a  few  days  ago,  when  I  showed,  from  the 
tables  of  imports  and  exports  of  these  articUss,  that 
the  import  of  fish,  formerly  large,  is  now  reduced 
to  nothing;  the  eiport,  formerly  inconsiderable,  is 
aow  huge.  All  this  was  proved,  and  this  is  the  real 
eoeoongement  and  protection  to  the  fisheries;  this 
MMMipaljf  of  the  home  supply,  and  this  share  in  the 
foreign  trade;  this  it  is  that  puts  up  the  product  of 
the  bosintss  to  five  hundred  doUars  a  hand  for  three 
months  and  a  half.  And  now  what  other  branch 
of  mdnsiry  has  the  same  protection,  or  the  same 
profit?  What  other  branch  of  business  bas  the 
siMopoff  of  the  market  of  the  whole  Union)  Has 
any  one?  No,  not  one!  Not  even  bread;  for  we 
buy  bread  often  from  abroad.  Our  farmers  are 
often  deprived  of  our  own  flour  market,  by  importa- 
tions of  wheat  from  the  Vistula  and  Black  sea:  and 
yet  they  have  no  bounties  and  allowances.  They 
have  no  drawbacks  of  duties  paid.  They  have  not 
even  salt  free  of  tax! 

Several  Senators  object  to  taking  up  the  subject 
singly;  they  object  to  proceeding  on  the  salt  duty 
ahme;  and  ikey  demand,  why  not  joih  other  articles 
with  it,  or  wait  for  a  general  adjustment  of  the  end 
of  the,  so  called,  compromise  in  1842.    I  will  give 
these  Senators  my  reasons  for  proceeding  separate- 
ly on  tnis  article,  and  I  will  give  them  a  doten  dif- 
ferent reasons,  either  of  which  will  be  sufficient  to 
jasiify  my  proceeding.    1.  Sail  is  now,  at  this  mo- 
inent,  an  article  of  monopoly  and  extortion  in  the 
West.    As  high  as  two,  three,  or  four  dollars  have 
tees  extorted  for  it  for  the  nominal  bushel  of  fifty 
fovmdm.  The  works  at  Kenhawa  are  notoriously  a 
monopoly  from  which  the  double  curse  of  a  stinted 
sapfiy  and  an  increased  price  is  infiicted  upon  the 
coanliy.    2.  This  salt  dnty  is  the  pretext  for  keep- 
mg  up  an  annual  drain  from  the  Treasury  of  about 
|KO,000  for  the  fishing  bounties  and  allowances; 
tfme-fonrdis  of  which  is  now  proved  to  be  unduly 
3.  Salt  is  an  aruele  of  universal  and  prime 
ity,   standing  next  to  bread,   and  without 
bread  itself  cannot  be  well  made,  and  there- 
fore oii^ito  be  free  of  dnty.    4.  This  bill  applies 
to  alnoksalt,  that  is  to  say,  son-made  salt,  which  is 
SMfispensaUe  in  the  provision  trade  of  the  United 
States,  and  which  is  not  made  at  home.    5.    The 
Aee  use  of  salt  in  necessary  to  the  great  stock 
ganfsing     add      provision     curing     region      of 
the     West.    6.  A    salt    tax    is    fondamenmlly 
mrron^    in   itself,    and    contrary    to   the     fir^t 
pnmeipiefl  of  political  economy,  and  is  so  admitted 
sow  to  be  in  England,  where  the  doty  on    foreign 
8Bia  is  totally  abolished.    7.  The  doty  on  salt  does 
more  mischief  to  the  community  than  it 
nsvenne  to  the  Treasury.    8.  This  dnty  fos- 
i  rm^falers  in  the  seaport^,  and  monopolizers  in 
IkeiBterior.    9.  It  is  already  too  low  to  answer 
Ihe  fnirpoae  either  of  a  protecting  duty,  or  of  re- 
piMif,  it  answers  no  purpose  but  to  keep  up  the 
■■haiig  allowances,  and  to  foster  the  extbrtionsof 
Mamnpoiizers.    10.  It  is  a  doty  which  has  always 
miem  laid    on,  and  taken  off  separately.    It  was 
uboiished  by  a  separate  act  in  Mr.  Jefferson's  time, 
r  wvas  renewed  by  a  separate  bill  at  the  commence- 
■call  of  the  war;  it  was  contioped  by  a  separate 
ill  at  the  end  of  the  war.    11.  It  wuk  a  war  tax, 
tt  in  with  nine  other  taxes  to  support  the  war, 
"wliole  cf  which  have  long  since  ceased,  except 
tim  siagic  one,  which  ought  to  have  been  the  first 
»  CBBBf.     13.  The  whole  product  of  the  salt  works 
rtm  but   about  six  millions  of  bushels,  after  fi Ay 
of  oneoarsgement;  a  quantity  which  is  barely 
ent  to  salt  the  sheep  of  the  United  States  as 
are  salted  in  England;  and  of  a  quality  to 
aJit  it  for  the  great  purposes  of  curin:;  provisions. 
^   'We  are  obliged  to  obtain  all  the  good   salt 
E*«n   abroad,  and,*  therefore,   it  is  tyranny   to 
■:  it-     14.  The  war  argument  has  no  force. 
r^i^  hmwe  had  but  three  years'  foreigii  war  in  near 
^my  jeais;  and  there  is  no  wisdom  in  tsxinf  onr^ 


selves  during  otir  long  seasohs  of  peace  by  kiee^ii^g 
up  a  duty  on  foreign  salt,  un^er  (he  delusiM  idea 
of  getting  a  honie  supply  in  time  of  war.  The^, 
Mr,  arc  reason^  fot  protecding  separately  upon  the 
arlicle  of  sali;  and  as  for  the  compromise,  so  called, 
I  answer,  finl,  its  obligatory  force  has  been  denied 
by  a  vote  of  this  Senate,  on  the  bill,  two  sessions 
ago,  to  reduce  duties  on  many  articles,  of  which 
9ttU  was  one;  »eeoiid2y,  that  that  act  was  defective  in 
not  providing  for  a  reddctiott  of  the  fishing  allbw- 
ances  id  the  saihe  degree  Iti  whiih  the  salt  duty 
should  be  tedtltiec). 

Having  now  finished  his  reply  to  the  Senator 
from  Massachusetts  [Mr.  Davi']  on  the  issue  join- 
ed between  them,  Mr<  B.  would  next  give  some  at- 
tention to  another  branch  of  die  subject,  namely, 
the  importance  to  AQRICULTVftfi  and  to  MAN- 
UFACTURES in  having  a  total  ref^l  of  the  salt 
duties,  and  a  free  use  of  that  article.  On  this  bead 
he  would  avail  himself  of  the  celebrated  paf^ers  on 
the  salt  duties  printed  by  ortlcr  of  the  British  House 
of  Commons,  and  would  read  from  the  volume 
which  contained  them.  Mr.  B.  then  read: 
1.  From  Sir  John  Sinclair* a  Btridence.  Sxtruet. 
**!  was  once  at  the  farm  of  a  great  farmer  in  tlie  NeUierlanda 
a  Mr.  MeaelaiaOfai  Chenoi,  near  Wavre,  where  I  wa3  syr pris- 
ed 10  9ce  an  immense  heap  ofCheetiire  rock  rait,  which  he  eaid 
he  found  of  the  greaieflt  lue  for  hla  stock.  He  said,  fl rat,  that, 
byallowmg  hjs  sheep  to  lick,  it,  the  .ml  waa  effgaually  pre- 
▼eatad;  twcondlv,  that  hiaratile,  to  whom  he  gave  lumps  of  i( 
to  lick,  Were  theTtby  protected  from  infectious  disorders;  and 
tin  cows  being  thus  rendered  more  healthy,  and  being  indacad 
to  ta'  e  a  greaier  qdantity  of  liquid,  gave  more  milk.  And  I 
'saw  lamps  of  ibis  salt  to  which  the  cows  had  access  in  the 
place  where  they  were  kept.  He  also  said,  that  annaJl  quan- 
tity pounded  was  found  very  OonelKcial  to  the  horses  when  new 
oais  were  aiven  them,  if  i\>e  o  its  were  at  all  moist."  *  *  * 
"He  gave  them  great  lumps,  that  they  (the  cattle)  might  lick 
wnen   they  chose."         •         *         *  "One  of  the  most 

important  dees  of  salt,  as  connected  with  agriculture,  is,  that  it 
preserves  seed,  when  so#n,'from  the  attacks  of  the  grub." 

"In  a  communicaUon  to  me  from  Sweden,  by 
Baron  SchuItE^  he  says,  the  salt  destroys  the  different  sons  jf 
worm?  fnnnd  m  the.bodies  of  sheep,  but  in  partibular  the  liver 
worm." 

2.  Arthur  Toung*8  Teadmony.    Extract, 
"DU  fot  ever  try  salt  in  the  feeding  of  yonr  caulel 
Yes;  but  chiefly  with  slioep;  and  1  found  the  sheep,  astonish 
ingly  fond  of  iL 

Do  you  think  that  it  would  be  beneficial  in  preventing  the  rot 
in  sheepi 

I  found  it  90  in  the  years  when  my  neighbor^  sheep  were  ge- 
nerally aflbcted  with  the  rot:  my  sheep  escaped,  and  my  land 
was  quita  as  w6t  as  my  ndighbbrs'. 

Do  yon  thMk,  considering  the  advanta^'m  Ihealth,  fatten- 
ing^ and  the  oower  of  using  inferior  food  m  the  feedine  of  cat- 
tle and  Block  in  general,  and  the  free  use  of  salt,  would  be  an 
advantage  eqaivalent  to  seven  shillings  a  head  to  the  farmer? 
I  should  think  it  would  be  worth  a  great  deal  more.  I  think  it 
is  invaluable.  In  short,  let  my  answer  be  what  it  would,  it 
would  be  under  the  mark."  ,       , 

Di.  Young  then  gave  hi«  opinion  thAt  the  »tock  in  England 
would  be  inereasedtn  value  above  three  millions  sterling,  near- 
ly fifteen  milUoas  of  dollars,  bv  the  free  use  of  salt  He  eall- 
mated  the  sfock  In  fiogland  to  be— 

Hones  •  1,500,000  head 

Cattle  4,600,000  do 

Sheep  30,000,000  do 

3.  TestimonifOf  Wm.  Glover^  superintendent  of  the  tattle  of 

Xht  Hon.  Mr.  Curtten,  M  P.— Extract. 

This  deponent  began  to  give  salt  to  the  cattle  under  his  care 

the  19th  November,  1817,  and  from  thatMme  till  now  the  cauie 

have  had  salt,  a»  follows:  40  milch  cows  and  breeding  hetfora, 

each  4  ounces  per  day;  30  oxen,  4  ounces  each  per  day;  2/ 

young  cattle,  each  2  ounces  per  day;  26  calves,  1  ounce  eash 

per  day;  48  horses,  each  4  ounces  per  pay;  444  sleep,  2  ounces 

each  per  week.    The  advantage  of  salt  for  sleep  appears  to  this 

deponent  to  be  great;  as  he  says  none  of  the  stock  have  died  in 

the  sickness  since  they  commenced  giving  salt;  and  they  have 

had  none  in  the  rot;  in  other  yeara  they  lost  some  of  the  ewes 

and  wethers  in  the  sickness.    And  this  deponent  says  that  he 

bas  now  kept  the  cattle  at  Schoase  farm  ten  years,  and  they 

were  never  so  long  without  sickness." 

4.  TVu  affidavit  of  tkirtij-tioo  Parmers. 
'*We,  the  undenriffned,  being  farntetft,  and  the  owners  of  land 
in  the  neighborhood  of  Workington,  do  hereby  certify,  that  we 
are  acquamted  with  and  wituestws  to  the  fact  of  Mr.  Curwen 
giving  salt  to  his  cattle  and  horses,  with  their  food,  at  the 
Schnosa  farm  and  at  Workington;  and  that  tte  are  desir0u»  of 
ueing  the  »aMe  for  oitr  live  etock  if  toe  could  obtain  it  with^ 
out  difficulty i  and  at  a  cheap  rate." 

5.    Teetimony  of  Mr.  Curtoen^  M.  P.^Estract. 
"In  rafcard  to  cattle,  I  have  under-estimated  the  quantity,  be- 
cause, if  sail  could  be  had  at  a  moderate  pricey  ih  re  is  no  ani- 
mal 1  would  give  lees  than  six  stone  (fourteen  pounds  to  the 
stone)  each  per  annum."  '  '  *  *T  be- 

lieve  if  salt  were  in  general  use  for  cattle  it  would  amount  to 
340,000  tons"— about  14,000,000 of  bushels— 
*«The  importance  of  the  free  use  of  salt  to  aoricultdrx 
can  scarcely  be  estimated  too  highly.  Salt  contributes  not  on- 
ly to  the  health  of  cattle  a'^d  sheep,  but  accderates  and  pro- 
moles  dke  quantity  of  milk  given  by  milch  cows.  [In  another 
place  Mr.  C.  says  that  the  use  of  salt  prevents  the  ill  laste  which 
the  feeding  on  certain  weeds  and  vegetables  imparts  to  the 
milk.]  It  prevents  the  rot  in  Bheep,  and  the  efiect  of  A<)9in^, 
when  stock  arc  fed  on  turnips  or  clover.  *  *  *  Salt 
Tandem  damaged  hay  palatabia  and  nutritious;  and,  if  applied 
In  difficult  seasons,  prevents  an  undue  fermentation  and  heat  in 
the  stack.  OhafTand  straw  would  be  rendered  available  to  a 
much  greater  extent  than  at  present  by  the  application  of  salu 
It  would  be  a  moat  valuable  ingredient  in  the  prepAntion  of 
warm  food  ibr  atall-fed  cattle  in  the  improrad  system  of  soiling; 
and,  from  my  experience  of  its  salatary  sfibctsi  I  should  consiu- 


er  the  free  usb  of  it  a*  a.ttmdi^neot,  tb«  gr«auist  boon  iha  Goj 
vernment  could  bestow  oil  the  huabandmao.*  ... 

-IcoSsWeHbeadtahtaae  frudl  sAlt,  in  feejoi  my  stock,  oo  a 
farm  of  800  acres,  worS  •bom  >,000  pounds  p«wnuiD,^^^ 
exceed  300  pounds  prr  annnm !"  (that  la,  add  a  third  to  the  an- 

"^^^e^^tLble'"^^^^^  fbraheepandcatUemay 

be  taken  as  follows,  to  wit: 

Per  Annum.          Hlbe.  the  atone.  St9ne». 

30,000,000  sheep,                       2  stone  each,  00,000,000 

1,421,000  cows,                         0       do.  a^BJBM 

2;000,0(»  young  cAttliB,'           4       do.  ^0^900 

1,100,000  fattetdng  be  ists,        6       do.  8,e(W;O0O 

1:200.000  diaught  cattle,          4       do.  4,800,000 

^000  colts  and  sad:  horses  3       do.  900^000 

1,200,000  horses,                    not  estimated  


N.  B.    14  pounds  1  stone,  4  stone  X  bushel,  4  bushala  1  cwl* 
t£>*The  English  bushel  of  salt  is  66  pounds. 

6.  Lord  i^enydn*a  evidence  Hefore  thefiomvu'itee  — ijjr/ract 
VBy  the  information  which  I  have  beisn  able  to  cbllect,  1  aiti 

induced  to  coilsider  silt,  Wheh  sparingly  a  plied,  as  an  admi- 
rable manure,  especially  Ibr  fallows,  and  arable  land;  and, 
when  mixed  up  with  soil  out  of  gutters,  or  refuse  dirt  or  ^eg, 
to  ^e  very  valuable  also  on  grass  lands.  My  own  experience 
convinces  me  that  it  is  very  powerful .  in  destroying  ve^eintioil 
if  laid  on  too  thick,  having  put  a  large  quantity  of  reAi«e  salt  oh 
about  onefourth  of  an  adre  of  land,  which,  after  two  yeara, 
siiil  remains  quite  bare.  A  land  surveyor  of  high  charac- 
ter in  my  neighborhood  coneiderq  that  the  use  of  salt  WQuld 
be  likely  to  oe  very  valuable  in  .destroying  the  slue,  wlri| 
worm,  snail,  ^.  which  of^n  destrt^  whole  crops.  He  alio 
remembers  that  salt  was  Used  largely  in  the  neighborhood  of 
the  Higher  and  Lower  Wiches  in  Cheshire,  before  the  duties  . 
were  raised  to  their  present  heighL  With  respect  to  its  value 
for  cattle,  horses,  and  sheep,  I  am  Informed  that  it  is  very  high- 
ly thought  of  both  as  nutriment  and  as  used  medicinallv,  ipter; 
nally  and  externally.  Its  value  also  is.extremelv  wep  k^owp 
for  rendering  bad  and  ill-gotten  hay  more  nourishlnt  and  ihoH 
palatable  to  cattfe  thah  even  gtxkl  ha^.'^ 

BXTSAbti 

7.  Evidence  of  Mr.  KingatoH.—Hti  reply  to  yonr  queries, 
as  an  agriculturist,  I  have  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  salt,  if 
freed  from  duly,  would  become  one  of  the  most  useful  and 
general  articles  of  manure  that  ever  was  thought  of,  if  ptcoperI| 
composed,  by  mixing  it  with  mud  of  any  kind.— tha  daanlogl 
ofditchte  an4  ponds,  the  surface  of  coarsft  ground  thrown  mio 
heape  to  rot^  blubber,  &c.  I  am  also  persuaded  that  if  it  could 
be  afforded  to  be  sprinkled  on  the  layers  of  hay,  when  making 
into  the  rick,  in  catching  weather,  it  would  prevent  its  heating 
and  getting  mouldy.  I  had  once  some  small  cattle  tied  up  to 
fatten,  which  did  not  thrive,  owing,  as  the  bailiOT  said,  to  the 
badness  of  the  hay,  of  which  they  wasted  more  than  they  ate)  . 
but  by  sprinkling  it  with  wai^r  in  which  some  salt  had  beeta.dis* 
aolvod,  they  returtaod  to  oat  it  greedily.  I  am  free  to  say,  a 
proper  quantity  of  salt  would  prevent  cattle  from  l>eing  hoven  . 
by  an  eXMm  ot green  fogd." 

BXniACT. 

a  Mr.  Tl»»mae  Boume*9  examination.— "Tba  committeo 
andarstand  you  are  a  merchant,  lesiding  at  liverpooll 

lam. 

Can  you  speak  as  to  the  probable  efibct  of  .the  repeal  of  the 
tali  duties  on  your  tradel 

It  would  be  a  good  thing,  In  my  optnion,  for  the  Country  at 
laKB,  and  alio  the  manufactures. 

Have  you  any  knowledge  of  its  being  used  in  fbod  for  animals? 

Yes,  to  horsea  in  parucular. 

Has  it  a  go«d  effect? 

Yes. 

Then  do  you  not  suppose,  if  the  restrictions  Were  taken  off,  it 
would  come  into  more  general  use  among  the  farmers,  for  stock 
df  all  kindsl 

It  would  in  that  instance;  we  used  to  have  five  horses  hn  our 
rock  salt  mine,  and  those  horses  always  appeared  in  good  con* 
dition,  though  very  much  worked. 

Were  they  liable  to  leas  disorders  than  those  out  of  the  mine? 

Yes;  much  less. 

Do  you  happen  to  know  whether  they  Were  in  the  pracuee 
at  that  time  oftecaiving  salt  with  their  foodi 

Yes;  to  my  knowledge  they  ware. 

In  what  quantity! 

Aboutahaadfui  to  a  quartern  of  oats," 

BZTRAOr. 

9.  Evidence  of  Mr.  Tf.  ^othc.— 'Thera  are  very  few  far« 
mere  who  are  ni>t  aware  of  thd  Imporunce  of  salt  in  preaervinff 
hay,  and  rastoring  it  when  damaged;  many  of  those  whom  I 
haVe  convened  with  on  the  subject,  have  used  it  for  tliese  pur- 
poses, and  it  would  generally  be  reaorted  /o,  to  the  extent  of 
ten  or  fifteen  pounda  to  the  ton  of  hay^  if  the  dutita  on  Mt 
were  rtpealfd.  l^rd Somervllle  has  furnished  most  aatlsfkctb^ 
rv  information  on  this  subject;  anO  I  kno<\r  from  i-eepectabib  ati' 
tnorit^Tt  that  it  ie  a  common  prattice  in  the  tJnited  States  of 
America  tosprinkle  salt  upon  hay  when  forming  it  into  rickr. 
We  also  learn  from  Lord  Somerviile,that  Mr.  Darke,  of  Brie- 
don,  one  of  the  moat  celebrated  gcaziersin  the  Kingdom,  mixed 
salt  with  his  flooded  mouldy  hay,  and  that  his  Hereford  oxen 
did  better  on  it  than  others  on  tne  best  hay  he  had;  and  h^  was 
convinced  the  hay  had  all  its  good  effects  from  the  salt."  *  *  * 
"I  have  learnt  from  Mr.  Sutton,  of  Eauin,  in  Cheshire,  that  he 
would  give  thirty  tons  (120  bushels  of  56  lbs.  each)  of  salt  a 
year  to  his  cattle,  being  fifty  cows,  if  the  duty  were  repealed.^' 
'  •  *  •  "In  many  parts  of  the  Untteil  Slates  of  America, 
salt  is  generally  given  to  cattle."  •  •  •  •  '^The  excellent 
condition  of  the  horses  in  the  rock  pits  of  Cheshire;  Ynay  lie  ad- 
duced in  favor  of  its  benefit  in  fattening  cattle  and  keeping  them 
in  health.  Many  counted  that  they  can  attribtite  the  longevity 
of  their  horses  to  the  good  effects  of  salt.  Mr.  Hadfleld,  of  Li- 
veipool,  furnishVs  an  instance  in  bia  horse,  thirty  years  old;  he 
constantly  gave  it  rock  salt  to  lick,  placing  it  in  his  manger. 
Mr.  Young  has  furnished  us,  in  the  annals  of  agriculture,  with 
a  most  interesting  and  satisfactory  statement  (obtained  from  tha 
Memoirs  of  the  Royal  Academy  of  Sciences  at  Paris)  on  the  ef- 
fect of  nit  in  fattening  cattle.  From  this  report  it  appears, 
that  to  the  imbrMrrBo  nan  op  bait  teas  to  be  aacrihed  the 
eireumatanw  of  worn  TDtEB  the  number  ofaheep  having  been 
reared  on  a  stbrile  cohmon,  thanwoulaoiherwiaehaxeaulh 
aiatedon  it;  and  that  the  wool  of  these  flocks  Is  ni^  only  the 
fineal  in  the  whole  country,  but  bean  tha  higheatpriee  of  any 
in  Franqe.    ThB  Jineneaa  of  the  wool  of  the  Spaniah  shaep  u 
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al0D  aitriboMd,  in  agrest  mataans  to  thefrM  km  qf9aU.  Ii  Is 
not,  therefoie,  I  preftaoM,  an  ttztnordinary  poaklon  to  my,  that 
by  a  prop«r  um  of  common  nit,  tba  laina  quantity  of  forage 
iniglit.  on  many  oocasiona,  be  made  to  go  twico  aa  far  oa  it  could 
have  done,  in  feeding  animalj)  had  the  lalt  been  witliheld  from 
them!" 

■XfXAOTV. 

10.  Mr.  Ckarle9  O.  CothiU^  examined— What  is  your  pro- 
fe«ion) 

Ane.*~A.  bacon  and  provision  merchant,  reeidiog  in  Judd 
atieei,  BrunawiclE  equate. 

What  latiM  nature  and  amoont  of  your  buaineaa,  and  hnw 
far  haait  been  afTected  by  the  aalidutieal 

Ana.«*«About  fifty  yean  ago  mr  father  eetabliehed  a  manu- 
factory in  Vine  street,  and  expended  JS10,000  in  adapUog  the 
premiaea  for  the  curing  of  bacon  and  the  salting  of  porlc.  Our 
annual  returns  were  about  j£CO,000;  it  is  nuw  diminished  to 
lese  than  ^1.000  annUaUy,  in  consequence,  as  I  apprehend,  of 
the  very  high  duties  on  salt,  aa  our  trade  haa  dimiaiahed  pro- 
greaaively  aa  thoae  duties  have  increaaed. 

Do  vou  not  CQoaider  that  the  breed  of  hogs  lias  also  dimi- 
nisbea,  in  consequence  of  this  increase  of  duty  on  saltl 

Ana.— Very  materially;  and  as  a  fartheriproof  of  what  1 
stale,  we  had  a  very  extensive  trade  of  £200,000  a  year  in 
hon;  now  not  X10,000. 

What  effect,  in  your  opinion,  would  a  great  reduction  of  the 
s  lit  duUea  produce  in  your  buaineasl 

Ans.— I  conceive  it  would  reAore  our  trade:  we  ahould  then 

be  able  to  aupply  the  West  India  markets^  and  other  coloniea^ 

with  Baited  pork,  cheaper  and  better  than  any  other  country. 

What  is  the  quantity  of  salt  used  upon  100  weight  of  pork,  to 

make  baconi 

Ans.— In  a  manufactory  of  bacon,  about  12  pounds;  to  cure  a 
small  quantity,  about  17  or  la" 

11.  Testimony  of  Sir  Thomas  ^entorc*— Extract. 
**I  ventured  lo  suggest  that  a  tax  on  salt  was  fundamenially 
wrong  in  principle,  because  it  presses  most  on  the  class  least 
able  to  bear  the  weight;  becauso  of  its  immoral  tendency;  and 
because  il  deprives  the  nation  of  benefits,  beyond  measure 
greater  than  the  whole  produce  of  the  impost.  The  salt  duties 
are  about  a  million  and  a  half  sterling  per  annum  (about  seven 
mtUiooa  of  dollars.)  The  poot  use  moat  salt  in  proponiou  to 
their  wealth;  a  cottager  in  the  country  ten  to  one  in  proportion 
le  a  nobleman  in  town.  But  the  benefits  of  which  the  nation 
is  delved  by  the  salt  duties,  are  not  easily  appreciated,  or 
evan  numbered.  In  curncu'fttrf  and  rural  economy  alone,  the 
loas  in  feeding  caule,  sheep,  and  ho«s— in  restoring  damaged 
proYeoder— In  manure,  and  in  the  effect  on  wsges,  may,  wlth- 
ont  axtf«vagance,  be  supposed  to  exceed  the  whole  value  of  the 
tax.  BquaL  perhape,  would  be  the  gain  to  our  mamifaeturero 
of  woollen,  linen,  glass,  earthenware,  soap,  dec.  dfc.  Ac  by  the 
unrestrained  use  of  muriate  and  carbonate  of  soda  and  muriatic 
aeld.  of  which  our  salt  mines  and  ocean  afllird  supplies  abeo- 
luteiy  inexhaustible." 

Mr.  B.  having  read,  or  stated,  these  extracts  toahow  the  use 
of  salt  hi  agrtcuUurey  aaid  there  many  other  wimeases  ex- 
amined, to  prove  that  alnm  salt,  which  the  English  usually 
called  bay  salt,  because  it  waa  made  by  solar  evaporation,  out 
of  sea  water  in  the  bay  of  Biscay,  and  oitier  bays,  waa  indis- 
panaable  to  the-curin^  of  provisions,  for  long  keeping,  or  for 
exportation,  oUier  articles connecuki  wiih  aeiiculture,  as  cheese, 
batter,  bacon,  pickled  beef  and  pickled  pork;  and  that  tlie  Eng- 
lish GoTemment  permiued  alum  salt,  under  the  name  of  bay 
s«lt,  to  be  hnported  both  into  England  and  Ireland  duty  free,  for 
thase  purposes,  aren  when  the  domestic  manufactnro  of  com- 
mon salt  In  England  fai  exceeded  the  Imme  demand,  and  fur^ 
nished  milliona  of  bushela  for  exoortation.  He  also  stated  tliat 
the  committee  of  the  House  or  Commons  had  exauiined  the 
firftphyaiciana  of  Great  Brifain  to  prove  the  efl^t  of  a  deficien- 
cy oiialt  in  the  provisiona  of  the  poor  on  their  health,  and 
thattheaephvsicians  uniformly  testified  that  manydissassa  of 
the  poor,  and  especially  in  children,  were  the  effect  of  using  ve- 
getables nocsumciently  salted,  and  fish  and  meac  not  soflicicntly 
cured.  He  also  auted  that  the  commltiea  had  extanted  their  «x> 
aminatian  to  the  uae  of  salt  In  various  manufacloriea,  and  .bad 
eatabllahad,  by  proof,  that  a  variety  of  useful  manufactories 
required  the  abolition  of  the  salt  duty.  On  this  point,  he  read 
extracts  from  the  examination  of  hamuel  Parkee,  esq.  an  ami- 
nani  chemiat  of  London,  aa  foMoWii: 

12.  Examination  of  Samuel  Parkea^l&xinct. 
**Wtaat  iayour  piofesslon?" 

**i  am  proprietor  oC  the  chemical  works  in  Goswell  street, 
Lon'lon,  and  of  other  chemical  works  in  Maiden  Lane,  Ming- 
ion." 

^'Can  you  aiiquahit  the  committee  what  are  the  manufactures 
most  aiTfcted  by  the  salt  lawsl" 

'The  manufactures  of  mineral  alkali,  crvatalJzed  soda,  muri- 
atic acid,  hard  soap,  diatfaiguished  from  son  soap,  Glauber  salt, 
Spsam  salt,  magnesia,  aadsal-ammoniec,  are  all  materially  af- 
iected  by  the  duty  on  salt;  but  as  common  salt,  or  one  or  other 
of  the  component  pans  of  common  salt,  is  made  use  of  in  the 
compoaition  of  a  great  variety  of  articles  that  are  employed  in 
our  mauufacturea,  it  is  difllcult  to  answer  that  queauon  with 

precision. 

Reapecdng  aoap,  1  have  only  to  obaerve,  that  common  salt  is 
abaolutaly  neceaaary  for  the  manufacture  of  hard  soap;  for  hew- 
ever  plentifully  potash  may  be  produced,  large  quantities  of 
common  salt  muat  be  employed  with  it,  orihe  soap  will  be  only 
temporary  hard;  it  will  have  no  laating  consistence. 
Bait  is  employed  largely  in  the  preparation  and  manufacture 
of  a  great  number  of  other  articles  that  might  be  ueumerated; 
and  in  a  short  time  I  have  no  doubt  they  would  all  be  benefitted 
by  the  reduction  of  the  duty  on  salt." 
"How  doee  the  prica  of  salt  aflect  the  soap  boileral" 
"AS  II  affecta  ah  other  tradee  In  whichaalc  la  employed." 
'*8talB  the  wn^  in  which  It  afT^ts  them." 
'The cheaper  it  is,  the  cheaper  they  will  have  it,  if  they  buy 

"00  you  know  any  other  (manufacturiog)  purpoaea  for 

**  Yes:  it  ia  used  in  very  large  quaotitiaa  by  dyers,  when  it  can 
be  had  cheap;  and  in  a  great  variety  of  other  waya. 

"With  raraiect  to  the  salting  of  hides,  I  learn  tnm  further  in- 
qulryi  that  the  botcher  usually  applies  five  pounds  of  salt  to 
every  ox  or  cow  hide  which  he  has  occasion  to  lay  by,  or  to 
send  to  the  tanner  ata  distance." 

"Cx7«aliaedaoda  (made  of  aali)  is  much  used  in  washing. 
Four  hundred  tonsare  annually  made  at  the  Long  Benton  works 
only." 

«^u  hare  stated  that,  during  the  laat  six  or  seven  years,  it 
hu  tpcraMedfrom  one  to  four  hundred  lonsi" 


"Thia  at  the  Long  Benton  worka  only?" 
"Yea" 

»Whieh  Is  made  from  aalt  duty  free?" 
"Yea.  They  have  an  esduaive  privilege." 
Wbeo  Mr.  B.  had  read  these  ffxiracts,  be  closed 
the  book,  and  regretted  that  he  could  read  no  more 
without  eacreachiog  too  much  on  the  time  of  the 
Senate.  He  said  the  whole  volume  was  replete 
with  the  most  instructive  information  on  the  giwt/i- 
tut  of  salt,  the  difference  between  that  made  by  so- 
lar evaporation,  and  that  made  by  boiling,  and  on 
itA  uses  both  in  agrieuUwe  and  mmnrfaetwret.  The 
living  stock  in  England  was  believed  to  be  ad- 
vanced 33i  per  cent,  in  value  from  the  free  use  of 
salt;  and  for  this  purpose  fire  made  salt  would  an- 
swer snfficienlly  well.  To  fish,  beef,  bacon,  pork, 
and  butter,  the  sun  made  s  dt  was  indispensable, 
and'was  admitted  dotv  free  by  the  English  for 
these  purposes,  even  while  making  a  soperflvity  of 
common  salt  at  home,  and  exporting  it  to  the  Uni- 
ted Slates.  In  manufactures,  it  was  proved  that 
there  were  nearly  fifty  varieties  of  manufactures  in 
which  i<alt  was  used  either  in  its  proper  state,  or  in 
its  chemical  preparations  of  alkali,  muriatic  acid, 
oxy-muriatic  acid,  sal  ammoniac,  or  some  other 
form.  The  extent  of  th is  demand  for  salt  in  manu- 
factures might  be  judged  of  from  a  single  example 
in  England,  that  of  hard  soap.  It  was  computed 
that  the  manufacture  of  hard  soap  alone  in  EnfUmd 
required  two  thousand  tons  of  mineral  alkali  per. 
annum.  This  alkali  is  obtained  by  a  chemical  pro- 
cess, either  from  salt,  or  from  barilla  or  kelp.  The 
barilla  only  yields  17  per  centum  of  alkali;  and 
kelp  only  6  per  cent.  The  decomposition  of  salt 
itself  is  the  cheapest  mode  of  procuring  the  alkali; 
but  to' make  it  the  cheapest  mode,  the  salt  must  be 
duty  free.  From  this  single  example  it  might  be 
judged  hew  much  manufactares  required  the  free 
use  of  salt  In  England  it  was  computed  that  ma- 
nufactures alone  were  annually  injured  by  the  salt 
duty  to  a  greater  amount  than  the  whole  product 
of  the  tax;  and  accordingly,  for  the  joint  benefit  of 
agriculture  and  manufactures,  the  salt  duty  was  to- 
tally abolished  in  that  country  after  the  publication 
of  the  transcrndant  papers  from  which  extracts 
have  been  read. 

Mr.  President,  the  small  amount  of  this  tax  is 
an  aignmeat  also  used  by  gentlemen  against  its 
repeal.  They  say  it  is  too  small  to  be  felr,  and 
that  after  1842  it  will  be  still  less.  I  admit  it  is 
too  small  to  answer  any  of  the  purposes  of  a  tax; 
that  it  is  too  small  either  for  protection  or  revenac. 
It  answers  no  parpose  in  either  way,  but  it  is 
large  encash  to  do  great  mischief.  First,  it  is 
large  enough  to  keep  up  the  fishing  bounties  and 
allowances;  and  while  any  part  of  it  remains,  that 
drain  of  a  quarter  of  a  million  per  annum  will  be 
kept  up  from  the  Treasury.  Secondly,  it  is  large 
enough  to  amount  to  nearly  one  hundred  per  cent, 
on  Turks  Island  spit,  to  about  one  hundred  per 
cent,  on  Portuguese  and  Spanish  salt,  and  to  near 
one  hundred  and  fiAy  per  cent,  on  the  salt  from  the 
islands  and  coasts  of  the  Mediterranean  and  Adriatic 
seas.  It  is  large  enough  to  amount  to  an  enormous 
tax  upon  the  value  of  this  salt,  the  only  kind  that  will 
cure  beef,  pork,  bacon,  butter,  either  for  long 
keeping  or  for  Southern  markets.  But  they  say  it 
is  to  comedown  to  twenty  percent,  on  the  value;  that 
the  compromise  act,  as  it  is  called,  is  to  reduce  it 
to  twenty  per  cent,  on  the  value.  I  answer,  first, 
that  this  reduction  is  not  to  be  attained  for  near 
four  years;  and  when  it  is  attained,  it  is  not  to  re- 
main at  that  point  for  one  instant.  This  famous 
act,  sir,  expires  upon  its  own  limitation  at  the  mo- 
ment when  the  clock  strikes  twelve  on  the  night  ot 
the  30th  of  June,  1849.  It  b  an  act  which  pro- 
vides for  carrying  all  duties  down  to  twenty  per 
centum  by  a  given  day,  and  which  does  not  pro- 
vide for  keeping  them  there  one  moment  after  they 
get  there !  They  may  all  be  raised  on  the  morning 
of  the  1st  of  July,  1842,  to  any  amount  that  the 
Congress  pleases;  and  this  any  person  may  see  who 
will  take  the  trouble  to  read  the  last  section  of  the 
act.  It  if  then  four  years  before  the  duty  is  to  sink 
to  twenty  per  centum  on  the  value;  and  after  it 
gets  there,  it  is  not  to  stay  there  a  single  moment; 
and  so  of  all  the  duties  reduced  by  that  act.  They 
are  to  go  down  to  a  certain  point,  but  they  are  not 
to  remain  there !  and  thus  this  famous  act  becomes 
the  sheerest  piece  of  humboggery  which  ever  de-' 


luded  and  bamboozled  the  undetstandinyi  o{  n^ 
tional  people  I 

The  obligatory  character  of  that  act,  vhick  u. 
sumed  to  be  a  sort  of  sub-constiiation,  coauoUi^      ^ 
and  silencing  the  actual  Constitotion  for  nine  jeai^      < 
and  now  invoked  to  arrest  oar  legislation,  wis 
scouted  at  the  time;  and  among  other  decUraiioot      ' 
against  it  were  a  set  of  resolutions  sobmitted  by  a 
Senator  from  Massachusetts,  [Mr.  Wxbstxr,]  sot      ! 
now  in  his  seat,  one  of  which  ran  in  these  words 

**TlMt  DO  law  ought  to  ha  panedon  the  aaUattof  iupHto 
coniaioing  any  atipulaUon,  expreasor  jBipUed,  or  givi^iw 
pledge  or  aaaurance,  direct  or  indirect,  which  shall  lead  to  r- 
itrain  Oongretv  from  the  full  exerciae,  at  all  timei  bemfier,  of 
all  ita  conaiitutioMd  powert,  in  giriag  rBaaauable  \muekc  • 
American  induacry,  couDtervaillng  the  poiicT  of  foieimBUim 
and  maintaiutng  the  aubatantial  independence  of  iTm  United 


This  resolve,  Mr.  President,  was  offered  on  ihs 
14lh  of  February,  1833,  while  the  comproiaise act, 
8C  called,  was  depending,  and  was  expressly  diiecied 
against  that  act.  It  contained  the  sentimeais  of 
many,  besides  the  mover,  and  has  sioce  beca  si&> 
tioned  by  a  decided  majority  of  the  Senate  in  i 
solemn  vote,  and  after  full  debate.  It  wu  ia  ibe 
passage,  through  this  body,  in  the  session  of  183&-7, 
of  the  bill  to  leduce  duties  to  the  amount  of  ihne 
millions  of  dollars  on  a  great  variety  of  ariiclet,Q( 
which  SALT  was  one,  and  which  passed  thp  S6> 
nate  by  a  majority  of  27  to  18,  roaugre  all  theia> 
vocations  upon  the  sanctity  of  the,  so  called,  con- 
promise  act.  The  yeas  were:  Messrs.  BeoloOf 
>61ack,  Brown,  Cuthbert,  Ewing  of  Illinois,  Faltoa, 
Grundy,  Hubbard,  King  of  Alabama,  EaagoC 
Georgia,  Linn,  Lyon,  Moore,  Monton,  NichoIi% 
Niles,  Norvell,  Page,  Parker,  Rives,  Rngeles,  Se- 
vier, Strange,  Tallmadge,  Walker,  ^hiteaiA 
Wright. 

This  vote  Mr.  President,  settles  the  qnotioDflf 
the  obligatory  force  of  that  sub-conAtitniion,  wkidk 
was  arranged   by  two  Senators  in  secret,  the  kpa*> 
ledge  of  which,  as  it  went  on,  was  learnt  ia  ttai 
body  from  the  letter  writers— settled  in  aecreiaiBi-.- 
lags,  from  which  a  then  Senator  from  New  Jne^, 
Governor  Dickerson,  representing  a  laiga  Bin>* 
facturing  interest,  was  excluded;  in  theferaaiw: 
of  which,  be  told  me  that  be  was  not  emM^. 
and  also  told  me  that  a  Senator  (h>m  Mam^ 
setts,  representing  the  lan^est  mannfaclariaKiMi^ 
rest  in  the  country,  [Mr.  WcBsisa,]  told  bin  ** 
he  was  not  consulted,  and  bad  no  part  ia  thi 
making  of  the  bill.      For  one,  i  then  proteM, 
against  the  binding  force  of  anch  legislatioei  cm 
cocted  in  secret  by  two  memben,  broaghl  ia» 
the  Senate  at  the  last  moaaent,  when  all  vaim 


a  wny  m  voire  it  nowf  ^ 

ir,I  devote  mysdf  to  the  extirpatk»  «  ■J 
tax,  and  its  appurtenant  abuses.  I  cue  *^ 
'  low  the  tax  m«y  be  reduoti;  I  go  for  tola)  M 


and  dry,  and  rushing  it  through  under  a  goMJ* 
less  cry  of  dissolution  of  the  Union.  Sueh  kgpA 
lalion  bad  no  sanctity  for  me,  and  the  vote  jiN 
read  proves  that  it  has  no  sanctity  for  the 
Then  why  invoke  it  nowl 

Sir.I    • 
salt  tax, 

how  \ov ^ ,  -^  _^^, 

lition,  and  will  stop  at  nothing  short  of  *alf«ii 
Twenty  per  centum  wouLd,of  iteelf,  add  twcntyjW 
lars  in  the  hundred  to  the  coat  of  the  article;  Ml 
ig  something  to  a  farmer;  bat  it  is  not  ihe  MM 
of  a  duty  to  add  nothing  but  its  ownunont  M> 
coat  of  the  article  on  which  it  is  laid.  Itili 
also,  to  it  the  merchant's  profit  npoalhaida^ 
all  the  expenses  of  wharfage,  storage,  ^'■'^^ 
carting  backwards  and  foraracda,  wwOMg^M 
by  bad  debts  or  accidents;  and,  in  the  oaaeof • 
articles,  of  which  salt  is  one,  it  creates  an  isM 
diate  set  of  dealers  in  the  sei^Mn  towns,  vht 
all  the  article  into  their  own  hands,  tnd  p^ 
the  price,  in  seasons  of  scarctiy^  to  ^^*Jj 
please,  I  hold  twenty  per  cemtwn  to  be  a*^ 
bad  as  twenty  cents  on  the  bushel,  and  go  foe 
abolition,  and  a  free  trade,  in  this  prime 
oflife.  . 

Sir,  I  totally  object  to  the  manner  in  vhichMl 
Senators  undertake  to  calculate  the  harden  <f  i 
tax.  They  take  the  naked  duty,  add  it »  jh^lj 
est  price  of  the  salt,  then  make  a  divnhM 
show  that  it  comes  to  but  so  nutny  cents  a  hflii 
a  population  ofsixteenaulUons  of  sooIbi  Sm 
is  a  eounting^iouse  view  of  the  queitifln;  Hv 
view  of  a  young  derk,  standing  beUnd  a  e^ 
with  a  qoiU  over  his  ear.     It  Is  not  the  iwwiw 
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d;  it  is  not  the  Jitw  which  n  Senator, 
ehii]ged  with  the  daties  of  l^s^islation,  should  ever 
ttJre.  He  sboald  look  more  ai  the  nature  than  ai 
AewMViUof  the  tax — more  at  its  effects  upon  ihe 
eommaaiif  than  at  its  tribute  to  the  Treasury. 
&  idioald  consider  what  effect  it  has  on  the  basi- 
MBof  Uk,  on  the  parsait5  of  indastry,  on  the  great 
aToatioB  of  the  agricnltarist  and  the  manufac- 
lorer;  he  sboolU  look  at  it  under  these  comprehen- 
life  aipeets;  and,  if  found  prejndicial  to  these  great 
interesb:,  the  tax  shoald  be  abolished,  whether 
(nat  or  small.  Tried  in  this  way,  and  this  tax 
nasi  ense— not  merely  be  reduced,  bat  cea^e 
eotirfly. 


SPEECH  OF  MR.  MURRAY. 
Op  Kentucky, 
htkeH9¥Se  of  ReprestnitUvei^  Janwnry  31,  1839— 
On  the  Army  Appropriation  bill  (the  House  be- 
iD|;  in  Co jimittee  of  the  Whole)  pending  the 
amendment  of  Mr.  Mason,  of  Virginia,  to  in- 
crease the  item  for  National  Armories  from 
f30a,000  to  $360,000,  the  amount  in   former 

Mr.BIURRAV  commenced  by  obser7ing  that 
he  had  intended,  for  some  days,  to  occupy  the 
iiRt  saitable  occasion  with  a  rery  brief  review 
and  examination  of  the  expenditures  generally  of 
Ae  QoTerameni.  He  had  felt  the  more  anxious 
to  do  so  since  the  very  able  and  excellent  rep6rt  of 
Ihe  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  had  been  pub- 
lished, a  document  which  ^appeared  to  him  to  be  so 
flhrioQsIy  correct  in  all  its  finaacial  suggestions, 
that  he  sincerely  hoped  it  would  receive  the  un- 
qttliied  support  of  at  least  every  friend  of  the  Ad- 
Jaioistration.  He  was  against  the  amendment  pro- 
]nnd  to  the  bill  under  consideration.  The  Com- 
,  Bittee  of  Ways  and  Means,  by  whom  the  bill  was 

I  Xfoned  to  the  House,  had  charge  of  the  public  ser- 
;  vte,  and  knew  better  than  the  House  could  know, 
^Ihe  amount  ef  money  necessary  to  be  appropriated 
Arilasapport  Fie  warned  gentlemen,  friendly 
to  the  Administration  particularly,  t9  beware  of 
Iffnopriating  more  money  than  was  recommended 
^iheeommiitee,  lest  they  might  render  themselves 
Jhwxious,  in  a  greater  or  less  degree,  to  the  reite- 
pied  charges  of  extravagance  with  which  their 
pBhad,  almost  ^tbout  intermission,  been  saluted 

fcthe  commencement  of  the  present  Congress. 
!  charges,  sa  far  as  helrnew,  or  believed, were 
nde  and  repeated   without  justifiable  cause,  and 

II  thought  they  were  so  considered  by  the  coun- 
l|;=a]id  it  tbcre£ore  behooved  those  gentlemen 
Hh  whom  he  had  acted  heretofore,  not  to  put 
Nl^poos  into  the  hands  of  those,  whose  business 
Mpdtiey  it  was,  to  use  them  to  ihe  best  ad  van- 
Ip.  He  was  willing  that  Opposition  members 
kmid,  in  a  fair  manner,  make  the  best  of  their 
is;  hut  as  «very  wall  had  two  sides  to  it,  one  to 
fwarthe  defence,  as  well  as  one  to  breast  the  on- 
i^'itwas  ih«  dn^  of  those  in  defence  to  vigilantly 
M  against  the  making  of  any  breach  sufficiently 
Mumble  to  admit  the  enemy.    For  one,  be  was 

ifraidofaDy  injury  resulting  to  the  cause  of 
Admiaislration  from  the  charges  which  had 
I  preferred  by  the  Opposition.    The  dispropor- 
was  so  great  between  the  charges,  and  the  al- 
I  ground  apom  which  they  were  sought  to  be 
if  that  their  very  violence  disarmed  them  of  the 
I  iaicaded  by  those    who  fulminated   them, 
f  had  been  too  indissriminate  in  their  charac- 
Woivtog  merit  as  well  as  demerit,  and  inno- 
I  alike  with  guilt,  to  have  the  effect  intended 
It  diMseming  and  dismterested  public.    He 
fit  there  was  more  danger  of  the  satisty  of 
eiaqairy,  from  being  fed  on  political  food, 
ii  ia  generally  either  bitter  or  distastefu  l,8o  much 
I  to  threaten  a  disrelij>h  in  future,  to  such  as 
t  be  necessary  to  the  health,  or  inviting  to  the 
ol  the  body  politic.    Sir,  (said  Mr.  M.)  I 
nay  ao  naerely  to  play  upon  word^,  but 
earnestly  ask  if  the  course  pursued  by  the 
here,  who  was>e  and  keep  up  an  indiscrimi- 
rarfare  against  the  Administration,  is   not 
ilcQlated  to  destroy  the  wholesome  effect  of 
rited  eajpoaure  of  the  party  in  power,  wben- 
ir  official  eondoct  may  be  such  as  to  merit 
Biff  there  was  mach  in  |he  soggeation 
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of  the  gentleman  from  New  Hampshire  [Mr. 
Athkrton]  the  oiher  day)  that  the  terms  corrup- 
tion, corruption,  <^.  had  been  so  long  and  inces- 
santly repeated  here,  without  meaning,  and  without 
foundation,  that  they  had  ceased  to  have  effect 
on  the  public  ear,  by  which  they  were  little  more 
regarded  than  if  uttered  by  a  starling,  taught  to  re- 
peat them  day  after  day,  without  being  conscious 
of  their  import.  And  this  must  necessarily  con- 
tinue to  be  the  case  so  long  as  the  people  see  that 
the  chief  object  of  'gentlemen  here  is  to  obtain  in 
their  lesearches  f(K>d  for  invective,  rather  than 
troth  to  enlighten  the  public  mind.  That  their 
object  is  to  procure,in  advance,  the  condemnation  of 
the  Administration,  rather  than  to'give  it  a  fair  trial 
b?fore  the  country.  That  their  object  is  not  to  do 
justice  to  those  '4n  power,'^  as  they  so  denominate 
them,  but  to  eject  them  from  their  places,  whether 
just  or  unjust.  That  they  seldom  spare  either  the 
national  honor,  or  the  national  faith,  when,  by  so 
doing,  those  who  administer  the  (Government  are 
likely  to  merit  or  receive  commendation;  and 
that  their  object  in  fine  is  more  to  advance  their 
own  political  prospects,  than  the  good  of  tht  coun- 
try. A  political  course,  so  notoriously  unfair,  is 
much  to  be  deprecated  by  every  friend  of  a  just 
responsibility  on  the  psirt  of  those  in  power.  Such 
responsibility  is  the  chief  security  we  can  have 
against  the  misconduct  of  our  public  officers,  and 
nothing  is  more  likely  to  destroy  it  than  a  continu- 
al indiscriminate  atta  :k  upon  those  officers,  with- 
out reference  to  the  merit  or  demerit  of  their  offi- 
cial actioQS,  the  attack  being  no  less  virulent  when 
unfounded  than  when  elicited  by  palpable  viola- 
liona  of  public  pduty.  The  greatest  sensibility 
becomes  blunted  and  destroyed  by  overactiob;  and 
thus  it  is  with  the  public  watchfulness  which,  if  we 
may  credit  gentlemen,  has  already  become  repre- 
bensibly  careless,  betraying  no  unusual  emotions 
or  symptoms  of  alarm,  at  any  charge,  however 
{;rave,  though  thundered  forth  in  the  usual  manner, 

"With  a  thousand  moutha,  a  thousand  tongues, 
And  thrsat  of  brass  inepired  with  iron  lungs." 

And  hence  it  is  that  gentleman  who  are  always 
sounding  the  tocsin  of  alarm,  and  who  piously 
"pray  without  ceasing"  for  their  "kingdom  come 
on  earth,"  arc  generally  rewarded  wi'h  the  greatest 
indifference  on  the  part  of  the  people.  This  may 
be  seen  in  the  history  of  the  late  elections,  as  given 
by  the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Dcncan,]  in  the 
most  rccrnt  of  his  published  works  on  that  and 
other  subjecls,  from  which  he  showed  us,  some  days 
Ktnce,  that  the  previous  anticipations  of  the  Op|«o- 
sition  had  been  most  wofuliy  overthrown,  notwith- 
standing the  warnings,  theragings,  and  wailings  of 
the  two  last  sessions  of  this  Congres*,  which  were 
not  for  one  moment  permitted  to  cool  on  the  pub- 
lic ear.  This  is  absolutely  insufferable.  It  is  past 
all  endurance,  that  so  much  labor,  and  zeal,  and 
noise  should  vanish  into  "thin  air." 

'Is  it  foi  this  you  gaia  those  meagra looks, 
And  Bdcriflce  youi  dinner  for  your  txwkB." 

What  is  the  cause  of  such  indifference?  It  is 
that  the  cry  of  corruption,  extravagance,  &c.  in 
this  House  is  not  supposed  to  furnish  much  evi- 
dence of  its  existenc?.  It  is  that  panics  are  ceasing 
to  have  their  wontfd  effect,  and  because  the  peo- 
ple have  heretofore  so  oHen  been  started  by  the 
vexatious  cry  of  wolf,  when  no  cause  of  alarm  was 
to  be  seen  or  felt. 

One  of  the  standing  charges  against  the  Admi- 
nistration is  that  of  extravagance  in  the  expendi- 
tures of  the  public  money;  and  of  all  the  charges 
made,  it  is  perhaps  the  most  plausible  when  ad- 
dressed to  those  who  are  ignorant  of  the  many 
items  of  which  the  aggregate  of  the  annual  expen- 
diture is  composed.  The  charge  seems  to  be  found- 
ed mainly  on  the  difference  between  the  amount 
of  the  annual  expenditure  under  Mr.  Adamses  admi- 
nistration, and  the  expenditures  of  the  last  few 
years  under  Gen.  Jackson  and  Mr.  Van  Buren. 
From  the  table  of  annual  expenditures,  which  I 
shall  hereinafter  submit,  (said  Mr.  M.)  the  differ- 
ence would  seem  to  be  considerable,  and  when  we 
recur  to  the  amount  alone  ef  the  money  expended, 
without  reference  to  the  objects  to  wtiich  it  has 
been  applied,  or  with  an  entire  ignorance  of  those 
objects,  an  impression  is  leA  on  our  minds  which 
vanii^es  on  erplanatipn.  ^ 


Before  proceeding  to  examine  the  mai^ner  it 
which  large  amounts  of  money  have  been  expend- 
ed within  the  few  last  yeaio,  it  may  not  be  aiiu^s, 
(said  Mr.  M.)  to  premise,  thai  the  mere  circuui- 
stance  of  the  expenditure  of  a  large  amount  Of 
monev,  is  not  itself  evidence  of  extravagance  or 
wastefulness.  Extravagance  does  notcon^^isl  in 
the  amount  expended,  but  depends  on  the  means, 
the  manner,  or  the  objects  of  expenditure.  One 
of  the  sayings  of  Dr.  Franklin^s  poor  Richard  is, 
that  "he  that  buys  an  article  which  he  does  not 
need,  because  it  is  cheap,  pays  very  dear -for  it.'* 
And  thus  it  is  we  often  kcc  large  amounts  of  money 
invested  or  paid  out  which  may  be  said  to  be  well, 
and  (ven  economically  expended.  A  man  \.  lio 
gives  a  dollar  for  a  cane  he  dors  not  nt"^d.  Ins 
been  extravagant  to  the  amount  of  a  dollar,  wliiLst 
be  that  gives  five,  ten,  or  twenty  thousand  doilai-s 
for  a  valuable  farm,  worth  as  much  or  more  th  n 
the  amount  given,  cannot  be  said  to  be  exiiava- 
gant.  The  same  rule  is  good  when  applied  lo  u^c 
Government.  There  may  be  much  economy  and 
good  policy  too  in  the  application  of  a  hundreil 
thousand  or  a  million  of  dollars;  and  there  may  be 
great  extravagance  in  the  expenditure  of  one  hun- 
dred. I  should  also  premise  that  within  the  lufi 
ten  years  there  has  been  a  vast  increase  in  the  ter- 
ritory, the  improvements,  the  business,  the  wealth', 
and  the  population  of  the  United  States,  and  con- 
sequently a  corresponding  increase  in  theamouut 
of  expenditure  has  become  necessary.  Nor  .should 
we  forget,  that  with  the  growth  of  the  couury,  the 
means  of  expenditure  have  increased.  The  num- 
ber of  post  offices  in  the  United  States,  in  lS-28, 
was  7,551.  The  number  on  the  Isi  December, 
1838,  was  12,533.  In  1828,  the  number  of  m.Ies 
of  transportation  of  the  United  Stales  mail,  wr.s 
10,100,240.  This  is  increased  lo  34,580,202 
miles  in  1838.  These  facts,  of  themselves,  speak 
volumes.  They  also  bear  witness  to  the  faitliiul 
and  energetic  manner  in  which  this  Departnieijc 
has  been  administered  by  its  present  able  and  en- 
lighiened  head.  All  must  accord  him  the  greatest 
credit,  when  we  compare  its  condition  now  with 
that  in  which  he  found  it,  and  reflect  that  since  his 
appointment  he  has,  in  itj  management,  brought 
order  out  of  confusion,  and  redeemed  it  from  a 
large  debt,  with  which  it  was  encumbered,  without 
the  aid  of  any  extraneous  resources.  In  1825  the 
aggregate  value  of  our  imports  and  export;  was 
j(195,815,000.  This  amount  was  swelled  againtt 
1836  to  (318,643,000.  During  the  past  year,  1838, 
our  imports  amounted  to  $112,000,000,  and  our  ex- 
ports to  |103,136,000.  It  is  estimated  that  50  per 
cent,  may  be  added  for  the  year  ending  September 
30th,  1839,  which  will  make  the  former  $168,000,- 
000,  and  the  latter  |154,704,006.  Our  tonnage, 
American  and  foreign,  entered  from  abroad  in 
1828,  was  1,018,604.  In  1837  it  was  2,065,423. 
In  1825-^6,  the  productions  of  the  Great  Valley  of 
the  Ohio  and  Mississippi  rivers,  which  were  trans- 
ported to  the  New  Orleans  market,  amoun(ed  in 
value  to  some  8  or  (9,000,000.  lu  1838  they 
amounted  to  (25,000,000.  There  is,  besides,  a 
large  portion  of  these  production^  sent  to  oihrr' 
markets  than  New  Orleans.  The  valuable  live 
stock  of  Upper  Kentucky,  consisting  of  horses, 
beef  cattle,  mules,  and  hogs,  is  generally  driven  to 
the  Souih,  whilst  a  large  amount  of  provisions  from 
the  Slates  north  of  the  Ohio  river  is  transported  to 
the  North  and  East  by  the  way  of  the  lakes  and 
New  York  canals.  In  183 L  the  number  of  tons 
that  passed  through  the  Louisville  canal  was 
76,323,  and  the  amount  of  tolls  collected  (12,750. 
In  1837  the  number  of  tons  had  increased  to 
242,374,  aad  the  amount  of  tolls  to  (145,424.  The 
amount  of  tolls  collected  on  the  New  York  canals 
in  1828  was  (838,444,  which  increased  to  (1,293,- 
129  in  1837.  The  number  of  steamboats  on  the 
Western  waters  in  1826,  amounted  only  to  a  few 
dozen,  and  the  flat  and  keel  boats  to  a  few  thou- 
sand. In  1837  the  former  numbered  638,  and  gave 
employment  to  15,950  hands.  The  latter  num- 
bered 6,000,  and  furnished  employment  to  25  or 
30,000  hands.  A  still  greater  increase  has  taken 
place  oa  the  Northern  lakes,  and  a  corresponding 
one  in  many  other  places  in  the  Union.  At  the 
last  census,  (1830,)  our  population  nuuibered 
12,866,920.    According  to  the  average  ratio  of  in- 
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crease  lor  ihc  last  fifty  years,  which  has  been  about 
34  per  cent,  for  every  period  of  ten  years,  our  po- 
palaaon  will,  at  the  nexi  census  in  1840,  number 
about  sevcnieen  and  one  quarter  million  of  souls. 
WiiUin  the  iRvt  ten  years,  two  States  and  iwoTer- 
riiaries  have  been  added  lo  the  Union,  and  are  al- 
ready far  in  advance  un  their  march  lo  greateess. 
'I'heir  sudden  growth  and  change  of  condition  are 
unexampled,  and  passing  wonderful  to  the  behold- 
er. They  have,  as  it  were,  leaped  into  existence 
with  ibe  energy  and  strength  of  giants.  Witocss 
Michigan,  Wisconsin,  and  Iowa.  They  have  risen 
bek)re  oar  eyes  like  enchanted  visions,  or  the  morn- 
ing mist.  But  we  have  also  e^^iinguished  the  In- 
dian tide  to  116,000,000  of  acres  of  land,  which  we 
have  added  to  our  territory.  What  an  immense 
quantity'  More  than  one-third  of  the  whole  quan- 
tity of  the  public  lands  ceded  to  the  Government 
ID  all  the  nine  new  States,  including- Ohio  and 
ihrce  Territories,  to  which  the  Indian  title  has  been 
extinguished,  the  whole  quantity  being  319,536,232 
acres. 

These  facts,  with  others  I  might  cite,  (said  Mr. 
M.)  all  go  to  show  the  wonderful  growth  of  this 
mighty  nation  within  that  time.  Considering,  ako, 
that  daring  this  period  a  large  public  debt  has  been 
paid  off,  and  the  gold  and  silver  circulation  of  the 
country  increased  from  twenty  to  one  hundred  mil- 
lions of  dollars,  it  would  certainly  require  much 
credulity  on  the  part  of  a  disinterested  community 
to  believe  that  the  Government  of  the  country  un- 
der which  these  desirable,  nay,  more  than  looked 
for,  results  have  taken  place,  had  been  either  op- 
pressively or  unwisely  administered. 

We  must  ke  *p  another  fact  in  view,  (said  Mr. 
M  )  in  proceeding  to  examine  this  charge  of  extra- 
vagance. All  money  expeniled  must  first  be  ap- 
propriated by  Congress,  who  shonld  alone  be  re- 
sponsible therefor.  The  Executive  is  responsible 
for  Its  application  only;  but  he  cannot  touch  one 
dollar,  even  of  his  own  salary,  until  it  is  first^ap- 
propriated  bylaw.  For  extravagant  appropriations, 
therefore.  Congress,  and  not  the  Executive,  is  re- 
sponsible. Appropriations  are  of  two  classes.  The 
one  ordinary,  for  the  payment  of  the  current  ex- 
penditures of  the  Gtovernmeni;  the  other  extraordi- 
nary, for  purposes  other  than  the  payment  of  the 
current  and  necessary  expenditures  of  the  nation. 
Which  of  the  parties  in  Congress,  (said  Mr.  M.)  is 
most  blamrable,  (if  either  be  so,)  for  having  voted 
for  extraordinary. appropriations,  I  may  have  oc- 
casion to  examine  hereafter;  but,  for  the  present,  I 
shall  pass  that  subject. 

Few  extraordinary  appropriations  were  made 
by  Congress  till  after  (he  payment  of  the  national 
debt.  Whilst  that  debt  was  being  paid,  the  annual 
avei-age  of  the  ordinary  and  necessary  expenditures 
of  the  Government,  under  Mr.  Adams,  was  (12,625,- 
477,  and  amounted  to  but  litdt  more  during  the 
first  term  of  P/esident  Jackson.  The  annual  ex- 
penditures for  the  same  purposes  have  te  this  time 
increased  but  little,  as  I  will  presently  show;  not 
more',  perhaps,  than  would  become  reasonably  ne- 
cessary, from  the  increased  growth  of  the  country, 
and  general  augmentation  of  the  public  service. 
The  large  amounts  of  money  lately  expended,  be- 
long, therefore,  to  the  class  of  extraordinary  appro- 
priations, which  I  will  now  proceed  to  examine. 
The  first,  and  one  of  the  greatest  drains  upon  our 
financial  means  which  I  shall  notice,  (said  Mr.  M.) 
is  that  which  has  grown  out  of  our  Indian  relations 
for  the  last  ten  years. 

The  number  of  Indians  of  indigenous  tribes  west 
of  the  Mis!sissippi  river,  on  the  1st  December,  1837, 

was 231,806 

Of  this  number,  humanity  has  to  regret  the 
destruction,  by  small-pox,  daring  the 
past  year,  of  .       .       -       .    17,260 

Which  reduces  their  number  to     -       -  214,606 
The  number  of  Indians  (of  tribes  east  of 
the  Mississippi)  who  had,  previous  to 
that  date,  emigrated  west  of  that  river, 

wa.    -        - ^1.327 

The"  number  ihcn  cast  of  the  Mississippi, 

was    -------    49,365 

Which  makes  the  whole  number  of  Indians  3  J  5,298 
About  one-half  of  these  Indians  east  of  the  Mis- 


sissippi at  the  above  date,  (1st  December,  1837,) 
composed  principally  of  18,000  CheroUecs,  have 
since  emigrated  west,  whithrr  the  last  remaining 
few  of  these  unfortauat*!  and  inscrutable  people 
must  soon  be  sent. 

Since  the  4th  of  March,  1829,  the  commence- 
ment' of  General  Jackson's  administration,  there 
has  been  purchased  by  Indian  treaties,  of  some 
fiHy  bands  or  upwards,  of  land  ceded  by  them  to 
the  Government,  the  quantity  of  116,557,877  acres. 
For  which  the  Government  has  paid,  and  stipulated 
to  pay,  in  lands  and  money,  the 

sum  of }72,608,056 

In  addition  to  this,  Congress  appropri- 
ated, by  the""act  of  the  12lh  June, 
1838,  upon  the  recommendaticn  of 
the  Secretary  of  War,  for  the  re- 
moval and  subsistence,  and  as  a 
further  compensation  for  their  im- 
provements, &c.  the  sum  of  - 
Also,  by  act  of  the  7ih  July  last,  for 
temporary  subsistence  of  such  In- 
dians west  of  the  Mississippi  as 
might  be  unable  to  subsist  them- 
selves, owing  to  removal  pr  disar- 
rangement of  their  territory  by  the 
Government 150,000 


1,147,067 


Making  altogether  -  -  -  -  J73,905,123 
Here,  then,  is  an  expenditure  of  seventy-three 
million  nine  hundred  and  five  thousand  one  hun- 
dred and  twcnty-thrce  dollars — enough  to  pay  the 
current  expenses  of  the  Government  for  some  four 
or  five  years;  and  if  the  greatness  of  the  amount  be 
full  evidence  of  extravagance,  then  is  the  Govern- 
ment guilty  of  the  charge. 

But,  sir,  (said  Mr.  M.)  can  we  condemn  either  the 
policy  which  superinduced  these  appropriations,  or 
the  application  of  the  money  expended  for  these 
lands,  as  unprofitable  or  impolitic?    It  is  properly 
an  investment  of  the  money,  and  not  an  expendi- 
ture.   The  immense  quantity  of  land  we  have  re- 
ceived in  exchange  will,  after  payment  of  all  ex- 
penses, more  than  remunerate  us  for  the  money 
paid  to  the  Indians,  with  interest.    The  lands  are 
taid  to  be  of  the  best  quality.    If  so,  they  are  an 
immense  treasure  to  the  nation.    They  would  be 
amply  sufficient  to  support  three  million  of  inha- 
bitants;-a  nnmber  equalling  the  population  of  ail 
the  thirteen  colonies  during  our  Revolution.    In 
their  acquisition,  w«  reclaim  an  immense  wilder- 
ness from  the  occupancy  of  savages  and  beasts  of 
prey,  and  convert  them  into  fruitful  fields,  thereby 
facilitating  the  march  of  improvement  and  dispens- 
ing comfort  and  happiness  to  civilized  man.   That 
philanthropy  cannot  be  right,  which  regrets  the 
transformation  of  the  wide  extended  and  gloomy 
forest,  which  buries  within  its  own  bosom  the  rich 
stores  of  its  dormant.wealth,  into  a  land  of  cultiva- 
tion and  fruitful ness,  teeming  with  millions  of  ac- 
tive and  enterprising  freemen,  who  are  developing 
iis  great  resources,  and  thus  making  it  the  theatre 
and  the  scene  of  man's  highest  destiny  on  earth. 
That  humanity  is  ill-bom  and  sickly,  which,  under 
such  circumstances,  would  stop  whilst  witnessing 
the  creation  of  so  much  grandeur  and  happiness,  to 
weep  ever  the  fate  of  the  transplanted  savage,  and 
protest  against  the  act  that  expelled  him  to  give 
place  to  a  civilized  community.    It  deserves  not  a 
place  among   the  manly  virtues  of  the    human 
heart.    For  as  the  Almighty,  in  ancient  days,  dis- 
persed the  inhabitants  of  Canaan,  that  the  land 
might  be  better  occupied  by  his  more  favored  chil- 
dren, so  in  like  manner  did  he  destine  this,  his 
most  favored  land,  to  be  held  in  reserve  until  de- 
livered to  his  most  favored  people  of  these  latter 
times,  of  whom  he  is  making  a  great  nation.    But 
the  policy  is  not  more  wise  for  the  white,  than 
it  is  generous  and  humane  for  the  red  man.    So 
far  from  disparaging,  it  brightens  the  escutcheon  of 
the  national  honor.    Instead  of  exterminating,  by 
the  bloody  hand  of  war,  the  remnant  of  an  unfortu- 
nate race  which  still   lingered  in  our  way  and 
claimed  our  protection,  we  have  paid  them  for  their 
lands,  and  transplanted  them  to  a  land  we  give 
them  beyond  our  limits,  where  they  will  be  secure 
against  the  future  encroachments  of  the  overreach- 
ing grasp  of  the  white  man.    But  on  this  part  ot 
the  subject  I  will  here  introduce  the  present  in(eUi- 


gent  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs,  Mr.  Craw- 
ford, whose  story  is  entitled  to  more  weight  'haa 
any  thing  .1  could  say,  it  being  not  onlyoffiriai, 
but  derived  from  a  source  where  knowledge  on  thii 
subject  may  be  looked  for.  In  his  report  at  tiie 
commencement  of  the  present  session,  he  sayr. 

**The  most  atrikins  feature  of  the  pecuHv  relBtion«t)nt  (he 
IndiaiM  hcAV  to  the  IJnited  Scates  ia  their  remoral  to  the  *m  tide 
of  the  MlBsiasippl^a  change  of  residence  eflectad  under  tr» 
tiea,  and  with  tbe  utmost  regard  tn  their  comfort  tlui  tin  dr- 
cumstancea  of  each  admttied.    The  ad?ance  of  white  mk- 
menta,  and  the  coMuming  eflect  of  their  approach  tothe  nd 
man'a  home,  had  long  heen  observed  hj  the  human  whhjiife, 
as  leadioff  to  the  epeedy  extiuction  of  the  weaker  pu^.  Bu  it 
is  not  believed  that  any  suggestion  of  the  policy  now  b  aeouie 
of  execution  toaa  authoritatively  tnadepriwto  tke  commena- 
ntent  of  tke  present  century;  since,  it  has  repeatedly,  and  u 
▼arious  intervals^  received  the  sanction  of  the  Chief  Ma{;i«nia 
of  the  Utiited  States,  and  of  one  or  the  other  House  ofCooM  , 
without,  iiowever,  any  definite  action  previous  to  tbe  law  piaed 
eight  years  ago.    Treaty  engagements  had  been  pnrioaiy 
mude  lor  ibeir  removal  west,  with  several  of  the  triber,  bw  the 
act  rvferred  to  wss  a  formal  and  general  recogoiUos  of  dwmei- 
sure,  as  desirable  in  regard  to  all  the  ladians  within  aoj  Sun 
or  Territory  east  of  the  Mississippi.    Whatever  apprebeiaiott 
might  have  been  henesUy  entertained  of  the  reeoiu  of  ttai 
scheme,  the  arguments  in  lavor  of  its  adoption,  deduced  &<»    , 
observation  and  the  destructive  effects  of  a  continuance  ifi  thdr    I 
old  poaiiions,  are  so  tar  strengthened  bv  the  mcam  atteodatt 
upon  its  execuuon  aa  to  have  convinced  all,  it  la  thooita,  ttfda 
humane  and  benevolent  tendency  of  the  meuoie.  Expeileoei 
had  shown  that,  however  commendable  the  effotta  to  laalimtt 
a  savage  sunoanded  by  a  white  population,  they  wefeMtc» 
penaated  to  any  great  extent  by  the  graiificatioo  whidt » tk 
best  reward  of  doing  good-    A  fewin«viduato  inaMfllaaMte 
number  of  tribes  have  been  educated,  and  profited  by  tfteort» 
lunitiea  afforded  them  to  become  civilized  and  respeeiaMa  na^  ^ 
but  the  mass  has  relrogimded,  glvlna,  by  ihe.contta*,ewaw 
prominency  to  their  more  wise-judging  brethren.  Wtaiaj 
even  the  moral,  uneducated  Indian  promiae  kimself  tn  avui 
settlementl    Equality  he  does  not  and  cannot  po«ea»,aM* 
influence  that  is  the  just  pbssenion  of  hisouahiieamiJmi* 
nary  social  relations  of  life  Is  denied  him.    geparaiedfraB  * 
terioratmg  associations  with  white  men,  the  wyw  wffl  wji 
fac^  A  fair  and  wide  field  will  be  open  before  hu«,  tajrajla 
can  cultivate  the  moral  audintalleaual  virtues  of  the  wwiaia- 
ings  around  him,  and  aid  in  elevatini^  them  to  the  higlwtoi». 
tion  which  they  are  capable  of  reaching.  If  these  »•««"•» 
rect,  the  reflection  is  pleasant  that  is  denved  from  thebcMJJ 
a  greater  sacrifice  ol^  feeling  is'not  made  in  their  renaorai Ml 
falls  to  the  lot  of  our  fellow-ciiixens,  in  the  uwmetmam^ 
of  residence  that  considerations  of  bettering  ibtir  wn«»» 
daily  producing.    Indeed,  it  cannot  be  admitted  to  »»gm 
for  while  the  white  man  moves  West  or  South,  accotmiHW 
his  family  only,  the  Indians  go  by  tribes,  carrying  J2J2 
all  thepleastirosef  ancieat  acquaintance,  <^'J^rJ"X 
common  interests.    It  r^n>:arcelT  be  contended  u»  «J  » 
more  susceptible  of  suffering  at  the  breaking  np  of  toaljlj 
ciatlons  than  we  are;  for,  Apart  from  their  coodiuon  oougi 
ing  tbe  indulgence  of  the  finer  feelings,  fact  prow"j"«^"2 
a  part'of  UieirpOBseseiona  without  lolucttnce,  andleataag 
<:abins  and  burial  places,    and  the  mounds  and  moM»l| 
which  were  the  objects  of  their  pride  or  affection,  wr  « i^ 
position  in  the  same  district.    For  whatever  they  Wt « 
the  United  States  they  have  been  amply  campenotad.  Ij 
not  of  former  times,  to  which  reference  is  not  mad^Mio 
days.    The  case  of  the  Chorokees  is  a  stnlcin* JnitaBCt 
liberality.of  theGoyemmenl  in  all  itsbiwjchss." 

The  honorable  gentleman  from  Vtimoiil 
Everett]  entered  on  an  examination  of  the 
of  this  policy  some  days  since,  in  order,  •«»' 
to  correct  the  President  in  an  "historicil  owj 
datint^  its  commencement  as  far  back  is  w 
ministration  of  Mr.  Jefferson.  I  have  "pV^^ 
cally  examined  this  subject,  nor  do  I  thiail 
matter  of  mnch  moment  as  to  whew  or  wW 
originated.  Bnt  the  supposed  discrepancy  «l 
to  by  the  gentleman,  does  not  appear  le  mt  w^ 
great  as  he  would  make  it.  Prom  the  «« 
the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Indian  AWJ 
1834^  cited  by  the  gentleman  himself,  it  m 
that  "the  pri»ject  for  removing  the  Eastenl* 
west  of  the  Mis<(issippi,  may  be  refemdiwaj 
gin  to  a  proposition  ot  a  part  of  the 
tribe,  in  1808,  to  remove  across  ^*»*J  ^^ 
river  on  some  vacant  lands  of  the  United  S 
It  is  very  certain  that  so  much  of  the  polij 
lates  to  "an  extinction,  for  a  fair  consBWW^ 
the  title  to  all  the  lands  occupied  by  the  ■ 
within  the  States  and  Territories  of  the  ■ 
States,  commenced  as  far  back  as  Mr. 
administration,  if  not  before  that  time.  ^^ 
policy  which  succeeded  that  of  wrestinr  Iw 
their  possessions,  by  the  forcible  hand  « 
Thus  much  of  the  early  origin  of  tbe  JF 
certain,  although  no  general  or  digested  T 
the  removal  and  civilization  of  l)ie  ^'1°*'*-— 
may  have  been  pressed  upon  the  aueatioftw 
gress  prior  to  Mr.  Monroe^  adminiitrati«. 
But  whoever  may  have  been  thcaniwfj 
wise  and  philanthropic  plan  for  the  prwerw 
the  aborigines,  it  seems,  at  any  rate,  la  M 
oeived  no  "definite  action  previodBW 
passed  eight  ycais  ago,**  upon  the  pK«ifJ 
lions  of  PresideDt  Jackson.    Il  is  dear  "^ 
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thoagh  sanctiooed  by  preceding  administrations, 
iJbe  policjr  was  permitted  to  pass^  neveribeles^s, 
witboat  definite  action,  until  General  Jackvon  took 
]K)ld  of  the  subject;  and  made  effect aal  work  of  it, 
as  he  has  usually  been  remarkable  lor  doing  with 
cveiy  thing  he  has  ever,  under  taken.  This  one  act 
most  gif e  to  bis  administration  a  lustre  sufficient 
of  iiself  to  shed  upon  his  name  *' imperishable  re- 
noun." 

[Mr.  MsacsR  here  rose  to  a  point  of  order. 
ITie  gentleman  from  Kentucky  was  surely  dis- 
cussing matters  irrelevant  to  the  subject  before  the 
committee. 

Mr.  Pope  hoped  his  friend  from  Virginia  would 
sot  press  his  objection.  He  was  not  sure  but  his 
eelleague  was  in  order;  but  whether  he  was  or  not, 
he  was  not  taking  a  wider  range  in  debate  ilian  had 
letR  usual  for  other  gentlemen. 

The  Chaik  (Mr.  Banks  of  Virginia)  could  |not 
discriminate  between  the  policy  of  appropriatipns 
and  the  appropriations  themselves.  The  gentle- 
man from  Kentucky  had  a  right  to  discuss  the  good 
or  bad  policy  of  the  Government  expenditures.] 

Mr.  MiiaaAT  proceeded.  He  had  always  known 
that  certain  honorable  gentlemen  were  never  ea&y 
when  this  subject  of  ourjndian  policy  was  alluded 
to,  but  he  had  not  supposed  the  Yery  able  and  expe- 
peiknoed  gentleman  from  Virginia  to  be  one  of 
them. 

I  know  (nid  Mr.  M.)  that  the  Opposition  gene- 
rally have  opposed  the  whole  course  of  this  policy, 
so  wisely  suggested,  and  so  successfully  executed. 
Many  of  them  are  opposed  to  every  constituent 
pan  of  it.    They  are  opposed  to  the  purchase  of 
the  lands  from  the  Indians,  because  it  extends  and 
quekeiis  the  growth  of  the  new  Stales.    They  are 
opposed  to  It  because  they  calculate,  from  the  past 
J^pslaiion  of  Congress,  that  those  of  ihem  who 
«prae  from  the  Extern  seaboaid,  and  from  the 
&tricts   where  great    improvement!   have    been 
aade  by  the  Gpvernment,  would,  but  for  the  pur- 
«lase  of  these  lands,  obtain  themselves  all  ihe  mo- 
Mj  paid  to  the  Indians  therefor,  in  addition  to  the 
luge  amounts  they  now  receive.    They  are  not 
miis&ed  with  half,  they  want  all  the  money  the 
JQovemment  can  spare.    They,  are  opposed,  more- 
VWtr,  Co  I  he  removal  of  the  Indians,  becauso  many 
^  them  think  the  white  and  the  red  man  ought  to 
l^aide  in  the  same  neighborhood,  and  commingle 
|r  the  same  society.    To  such  as  entertain  these 
■Btttimeats,  the  money  appears,  no  doubt,  to  have 
been  worse  than  wasted. 

.Mr.  M.  then  adverted  to  our  relations  with  the 
Bkerokees.  He  regretted  that  the  gentlemairfrom 
narmoni  [Mr.  Evereit]  had  thought  proper  to 
mK  forward  again  in  review  the  former  difficul- 
jes  interposed  by  Georgia,  which,  for  a  time,  in- 
JEtmpted  our  relations  with  that  tribe.  He  highly 
jpprcciaied  the  worth  of  that  gentleman^s  Services 
I  a  member  of  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs. 
|a.vios  ^>^n  heretofore  united  with  him  as  a  co- 
9emb«r  of  that  committee,  he  was  able  to  bear 
ESliinoDy  to  the  value  of  his  services,  which  enti- 
Qd  hini  to  the  thanks  of  the  House,  and  the  grati- 
i^  of  the  Indians.  Never  had  the  Indians  a 
tave  Taithful  sentinel  in  this  House  to  watch  over 
mr  interest,  and  complain  for  their  wrongs.  He 
paid  not  say  there  was  any  truth  in  the  good  ha- 
itasd.  suspicion,  so  often  spoken  of  in  the  House, 
|aL  tiie  honorable  member  must  be  "akin^*  to  the 
Sans,  but  he  v^ould  venture  to  say,  that  he  knew 
^^^  living  white  man  to  whom  the  Indian  could 
ropriately  address  the  patern&l  epithet,  "My 
»'  The  Government,  says  the  gentleman, 
Irept  her  engagements  with  the  Cberokees, 

she  had  guarantied  to  them  their  lands  in 

fgg^itL^  by  the  treaty  of  Holston.  But  did  not 
ae  Ia.i3ds  belong  to  the  sovereign  State  of  Geor- 
^  axicl  could  the  Federal  Government  give  the 
l^^a.^  a  valid  guarantee  to  the  territory  of  Geor- 
f  "VVas  she  not  bound  to  respect  the  rights  of 
;>n^ia>9  and  to  maintain  good  faiih  towards  that 
Be?  Cat  then  the  Government  was  bound,  by 
stipulation  in  the  articles  of  cession  of 
CO  "extinguii^h  the  Indian  title  to  all  lands 
the  State  of  Georgia."  This  was  a  main 
pj^^ ration  for  which  she  acquired  the  rich  and 
-ir«  territory  now  composing  the  States  of 
raaa  and  Missiasippi.     The  gentleman    de- 


clined enifrinjj  on  the  val.dity  of  this  "exruse,"  as 
he  called  it.  Suppusc  the  Guvernnient  had  pur- 
sued the  course  tu  which  the  ^enilemnn  seems  moil 
partial;  whar,  then,  would  have  been  the  conse- 
quences? Why,  sir,  her  whole  policy  of  removing 
and  settling  the  Indians  on  lands  without  the  limits 
of  the  States  would  have  been  thwarted,  while  her 
faith  and  stipulated  obligations  to  Georgia  would 
have  been  violated. 

But  the  Indians  understood  well  the  obligations 
of  the  Government  to  (Georgia,  as  well  as  her  irre- 
versible purpose  to  remove  all  Indians  without  the 
limitsof  the  States.  It  was  this  knowledge  that 
soperiaduced  the  proposition  of  their  principal 
chiefs  (John  Ross  included)  to  sell  to  the  President 
their  possessions.  President  Jackson  was  willing 
to  buy  their  lands,. but  they  could  not  agree  as  to 
their  pric^.  At  the  instance  of  the  chiefs,  the  sub- 
ject was  referred  to  the  Senate  of  the  United 
States,  composed  then  of  a  majority  of  Opposition 
members,  a  circumstance  which  no  doubt  induced 
the  chiefs  the  more  readily  to  make  this  reference. 
Well,  the  Senate  decided  that  the  Government 
should  pay  the  Indians  |5,000,000,  besides  the 
land  they  were  to  receive  west  of  the  Mississippi; 
an  award  wiih  which  the  chiefs  professed  to  be  sa- 
tisfied, and  promised  to  recommend  it  to  the  favo- 
rable consideration  of  their  people.  How  was  this 
pledge  kept  by  them,  I  will  not  say  of  my  own 
knowledge,  for  I  have  never  fully  examined  this 
point,  but  I  well  recollect  of  hearing  members  af- 
firm, on  this  floor,  thai  although  John  Ross  called 
the  council  of  hia  tribe,  as  be  had  promised,  yet 
he  had  secretly  procured  the  decision  given  by  the 
Indians  on  that  occasion.  He  then  btlieved  that 
more  could  be  obtained  from  the  Government.  A 
portion  of  the  tribe,  however,  accepted  the  terms 
by  the  treaty  of  New  Echota,  which  treaty  was 
subsequently  confirmed  by  the  Senate.  It  is  true 
that  Ross  did  net  assent  to  this  treaty;  but  it  is  also 
true  that  he  aad  his  co-chiefs  proposed,  of  their  own 
accord,  to  abide  the  award  of  the  Senate;  that  they 
profess^  to  be  satisfied  with  the  award  after  it 
was  made;  that  the  amount  of  money  settled  by 
the  Senate  was  stipulated  to  be  paid  by  the  Go- 
vernment, a  large  portion  of  which  was  in  fact 
paid  by  the  Government  before  the  execution  of 
the  treaty.  But  the  gentleman  says,  the  Indians 
were  forced,  by  the  appearance  of  seven  thousand 
armed  men  among  them,  under  Gen.  Scott,  at  the 
time  when  the  treaty  was  to  be  executed.  But  the 
Indians  could  not  have  been  taken  by  surprise; 
they  had  ample  time  to  prepare  for  removal;  they 
had  been  warned,  time  after  time,  that  the  treaty 
would  be  executed;  they  had  received  every  assur- 
ance that  the  Government  would  be  just,  and  even 
liberal  towards  them,,  but  that  iKe  treaty  must  be 
executed.  If  they  listened  to  the  advice  of  pro- 
iessed  friends  to  resist  the  treaty ,  they  had  no  war- 
rant in  the  conduct  of  the  Government  for  so  do- 
ing. But  how  were  they  sent  off?  Why,  sir.  Con- 
gress appropriated  to  them  (^1,147,000  (in  addition 
to  what  was  before  stipulated  to  be  paid)  for  their 
removal,  subsistence,  &c.,  upon  which  the  Indians, 
without  further  murmur,  immediately  set  out  for 
their  new  homes,  not  under  a  guard  of  armed  men, 
but  under  the  guidance  of  their  own  chiefi<.  But 
the  gentleman  says  that  some  three  thousand  of 
these  Indians  died  on  their  way  to  the  West.  It  is 
true,  they  were,  on  the  road,  attacked  with  the 
measles,  and  perhaps  other  diseases,  by  which  great 
numbers  were  lost,  though  the  number  given  by  the 
gentleman  is  perhaps  somewhat  overstated.  But, 
iHr,  (said  Mr.  M.)  was  not  this  a  most  remarkable 
charge  against  the  Administration?  I  own  I  was 
surprised  myself,  and  listened  to  hear  the  (Govern- 
ment charged  next  with  the  loses  of  seventeen  thou- 
sand two  hundred  Indians  who  died  of  small-pox 
on  the  Missouri  river,  during  last  spring.  I  be- 
lieved, however,  that  it  has  been  common  to  charge 
the  Administration  with  misfortunes  resulting  from 
the  act  of  God,  or  other  circumstances,  over  which 
it  had  no  control.  Before  reaching  Wa.shington,  I 
was  told  that  the  Cherokee  chiefs  were  receiving  an 
cxhorbitant  amount  of  money  for  the  removal  of 
their  people.  This  is  all  explained  by  Mr.  Craw- 
ford. In  his  report,  he  says:  "An  estimate  was 
submitted  by  the  Cherokee  chiefs  on  the  31st  July, 
which  put  the  cost  of  removal  of  one  thousand 


souls  at  |65,000,  which  was  at  length  agreed  to  h^ 
given."  *'lt  wouW  seem,"  says  the  report,  "thar 
the  cost  of  removal,  according  to  the  Indian  esti- 
mate, is  high,  but  as  their  owH  fund  pays  it,  and  it 
was  insisted  on  by  their  own  confideniial  agents,  it 
was  thought  it  could  not  be  rejected."  Their  re- 
moval was,  therefore,  at  their  own  expense,  the 
money  beins  part  of  the  #1,147,067  appropriated 
by  act  of  12th  July  last.  I  will  be  recollected  that 
this  appropriation  was  made  partly  to  satisfy  the 
discontent  of  the  Indians,  who  were  complaining 
of  the  terms  of  the  Gk>vem  men t,  partly  to  satisly 
some  of  the  Opposition  to  this  Admiisistration,  who 
were  affirming  from  the  house-tops  that  the  In- 
dians were  unfairly  used  by  the  Government,  and 
partly  as  a  measure  of  policy,  to  induce  the  re^- 
moval  of  the  Indians  to  their  new  homes,  and 
thereby  prevent  the  effusion  of  blood,  which  was 
likfiy  to  ensue  from  the  execution  of  the  tre<tty. 
On  this  head  the  report  continues: — "By  some  the 
measure  may  be  regarded  as  just — by  others  gene- 
rous." "It  perhaps  partook  of  both  attributes."  "If 
our  acta  have  been  generous,  they  have  not  been 
le98  wise  and  politic.  A  large  mass  of  men  have 
been  conciliated;  the  hazard  of  an  effusion  of  hu- 
man blood  has  been  put  by;  good  feeling  has  been 
preserved,  and  we  have  quietly  and  gently  tran- 
sported eighteen  thousand  friends  to  the  west  bink 
of  the  Mississippi." 

Mr.  M.  then  called  the  attention  of  the  House 
to  the  expenditure  of  #39,000,000  in  Indian  wars 
under  the  last  and  present  Administrations,  viz: 
For  the  Black  Hawk  war      -  -    |2,00§,000 

For  the  Creek  and  Seminole  difficulties  20,000,000 

This  was  a  large  expenditure  from  which  the 
administration  of  Mr.  Adams  was  exempt.  He 
contended  that  the  Administration  was  not  more 
char|:eable  with  this  expenditure,  thab  was  the  ad- 
ministration of  Mr.  Madison  with  the  expenseR 
of  the  late  war  with  Great  Britain.  He  would 
not  more  than  allude  to  the  Black  Hawk  war,  as 
he  was  not  aware  of  any  diarge  which  had  grown 
out  of  it  against  the  Administration.  As  the  war 
with  the  Serainoles,  however,  had  been  a  leading 
subject,  on  which  to  found  abuse  of  every  cha- 
racter against  the  Administration,  and  that  of  ex- 
travagance amongst  the  rest,  he  would  devote  a 
few  moments  to  its  examination.  By  the  treaty  of 
Payne's  Landing,  May  Oih,  1832,  and  ratified  April 
12th,  1834,  the  principal  chiefs  of  the  Seminole  In- 
dians sold  to  the  Government  of  the  United  Slates 
all  their  possessions  in  Florida;  upon  condition, 
hjwever,  that  they  should,  after  examination,  be 
"  satisfied  with  the  cbara6)er  of  the  country  to  be 
assigned  them  for  their  new  homes  west  of  the 
Mississippi,  and  of  the  favorable  disposition  of  the 
Creeks  to  reunite  with  them  as  one  people.  They 
at  the  same  time  appointed  a  deputation  of  their 
chiefs  to  proceed,  at  the  expense  of  the  United 
States  Government,  to  examine  the  country,  and 
make  report.  After  examination  and  return,  this 
deputation  in  March,  1833,  addressed  a  letter  to 
the  United  States  Comrai^stuners,  appointed  forthat 
purpose,  informing  them  that  they  were  satisfied 
with  their  new  country.  Whereupon,  by  aniclen 
bearing  date,  March  the  28th,  1833,  and  ratified 
April  12ih,  1834,  the  former  treaty  is  closed,  and 
made  absolute.  All  this  was  done  upon  mstu re 
reflection,  after  the  lapse  of  a  year,  and  afipr  a  lull 
examination  of  their  new  land.  1  am  aware  (said 
Mr.  M.)  that  the  resistance  to  this  treaty  is  juMitied 
by  the  gentleman  from  Vermont,  on  the  ground 
that  the  Creeks  refused  to  give  them  a  "  separate 
allotment  of  their  soil."  But  this  was  no  part  of 
the  treaty  stipulation.  On  the  other  hand,  the  sti- 
pulation was,  that  "an  ^duional  extent  of  territory, 
proportioned  to  their  numbers,  should  be  added  to 
the  Creek  country."  The.  only  thing  stipulated  to 
be  obtained  from  the  Cret'jjs  was  their  consent  to 
"  reunite  with  them  as  one  people.  To  an  appli- 
cation for  this  purpose,  the  Creeks  replied,"  they 
were  willing  to  receive  them  within  their  lioiits  as 
a  portion  of  the  nation.  This  was  the  extent  of 
the  condition.  But  ♦  ►"•  l^^oo'rable  gentleman  says, 
itappean»  ''•"a.  me/ate  special  message  of  the  Pre- 
sident, that  the  *^  fortune  of  war  has  placed  in  our 
hands  2,000  Seminoles^  whom  we  have  trauf^ported 
or^r  the  Mississippi."  That  the  '*  Eastern  Cf  eeks 
have  rtmoved  to,  and  taken  possearion  of,  the  landa 
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Hlioifetl  to  the  Seminoles,'*  who  have  no  lands,  and 
mu5t  remain  in  the  Creek  territory  till  we  assign  them 
otheis.  The  statement  itself  admits  that  there  was 
an  alltiiment  for  ihe  Seminoles.  Why  are  they 
ni)t  in  pofi^ession  of  ill  Because  they  resisted  the 
treaty,  and  refused  lo  emigrate  to  it.  While  they 
were  engaged  in  war  with  the  Gtovernment,  the 
Eastern  Creeks  removed  to  the  west,  and  settled 
on  ihe  lands  whi^h  the  Seminoles  would  otherwise 
have  obtained.  And,  now  that  they  are  at  length 
removed  by  the  "fortune  of  war,"  the  Administra- 
tion is  reproached,  notwithstanding  the  President 
recommends  an  allotment  to  them  of  a  new  tract. 
Sir,  (said  Mr.  M.)  there  was  no  just  cause  for  the 
refusal  of  the  Seminoles  to  execute  the  treaty,  after 
its  fiual  ratification,  to  which  they  had  previously 
consented,  after  the  lapse  of  a  year  from  the  first 
agreement.  But  instead  of  the  performance  of 
these  engagements  in  good  faith,  as  we  had  a  right 
to  expect  and  demand,  we  received  the  most 
savage  treachery  and  muider  at  the  hands  of  the 
Semmoles!  Ihe  insolence  and  evident  perfidy 
of  their  chief,  Oceola,  soon  provoked  difiiculties 
between  him  and  the  Government  agent.  Gene- 
ral Wiley  Thompson,  who  had  lately  been  a 
member  of  this  House,  from  the  State  of  Georgia. 
The  difiiculties  were  at  length  settled,  in  apparent 
good  faith,  and  Greneral  Thompson  presented  to 
Oceola  a  fine  gun  as  a  pledge  of  his  future  friend- 
ship. Profe^sing  great  friendship  for  Thompson, 
as  well  as  gratitude  for  his  kindness  and  liberality, 
Oceola  took  the  first  occasion  to  murder  him  in 
cold  blood  with  this  very  gun.  This  was  the  signal 
for  blood,  and  inisianily  this  arch  fiend  led  on  to 
the  slaughter.  Before  any  steps  could  be  taken  by 
the  Government  to  repress  these  outrages,  there 
arose  along  the  Florida  frontier  the  thick  smoke  of 
the  consutning  cottages,  accompanied  with  the 
waitings  of  death.  ^  It  was  the  marderous  work  of 
Oceo!a,  whose  fiendish  spirit  was  reeking  with  the 
innocent  blood  of  the  frontier  sufferers.  The 
sequel  is  known.  One  after  another,  and  in  quick 
succession,  your  ablest  officers,  with  the  best  dis- 
posable force  that  could  be  commanded,  were 
ordered  K  the  scene  of  action.  It  \yas  not,  however, 
a  theatre  where  glory  was  to  be  acquired. 

The  difficulties  to  be  encountered  were  innume- 
irable  and  insurmountable.  The  various  eipedi- 
tions  did  not  want  for  energy  or  skill.  Your  com- 
manders were  the  most  able  and  skilful  officers, 
men  who&e  swords  had,  on  former  occasions, 
gleamed  in  ihe  battle  fight,  and  whose.names  were 
already  enrolled  high  on  the  list  of  the  nation^s  he- 
roes. But  no  skill  cc  uld  surmount  the  difficulties 
interposed  by  the  interminable  swamps  and  ham- 
mocks of  Florida.  No  valor  could  contend  with 
the  deaihly  blight  of  that  noxious  climate.  "Driven 
from  their  desolated  homes,  even  the  inhabitants  of 
the  Territory  had  to  be  supported  by  the  Govern- 
ment or  perish.  Provisions  and  mnnitions  of  war, 
as  well  ss  men,  had  to  be  transported  a  great  dis- 
tance and  at  immense  expense.  Secure  in  the 
mazes  of  his  own  native  swamp,  where  his  paih 
was  trackless,  and  his  home  confined  to  no  locali- 
ty; where  every  tussuck  furnished  him  a  resting 
place  and  roots  for  his  subsistence,  the  Seminole 
could  laugh  at  your  skill,  and  defy  your  power. 
Yet  the  Government  did  not  falter  in  the  prosecu- 
tion of  this  unavoidable  war,  notwithstanding  the 
many  interposing  difficulties,  not  the  least  of  which 
was  the  accustomed  opposition  and  resistance  in 
this  House.  It  was  here  the  Government  was  ar- 
raigned for  its  alleged  inefficiency,  our  generals  and 
other  soldiers  covered  with  the  epithets  of  oppro- 
brium, whilst  the  deeds  of  the  Seminole  chief  fur- 
nished the  rich  themes  of  panegyric.  The  very 
appropriations  brought  forward  to  relieve  your  suf- 
fering soldiers,  who  were  wading  the  swamps  and 
guarding  the  passes  of  Florida,  sleeping  on  the 
ground  and  contending  against  all  the  horrors  of 
that  desolating  climate,  often  without  clothes  and 
without  food,  were  resisted  at  every  step,  and  op- 
posed with  all  the  asperity  of  party  violence.  The 
supposed  failures  of  success,  the  length  of  lime  em- 
ployed m  the  war,  and  tire  treasure  it  was  costing 
the  nation,  were  all  urged  as  reasons  for  opposing 
the  appropriations.  .  And  now  that  the  war  has 
been  measurably  closed,  and  the  most  of  the  lead- 
ers and  warriors  of  the  Seminoles  lemoved  beyond 


the  Missjcsippi,  by  the  untiring  perscveiance  of 
your  army,  ih'j  money  expended  is  added  to  the 
supposed  list  of  extrava^an'  expendilurej,  and  pa- 
raded before  ihe'naiiun  to  break  down  this  Admi- 
nistration. But  it  will  not  answer  the  purpose  in- 
tended, said  Mr.  M.  However  much  the  people 
may  disapprove  of  a  wasteful*  expenditure  of  the 
public  money,  they  will  nevertheless  have  the  in- 
tef^rity  of  our  treaties  and  the  honor  of  our  arms 
maintained  at  every  cost  and  at  every  hazard. 
They  ever  have,  they  ever  will  frown  down  every 
attempt  to  paralyze  the  country^  arms  while 
maintaining  or  defending  the  rights  of  the  nation 
by  withholding  from  our  armies  the  necessary 
means  of  support.  It  is  not  a  sufficient  apology  to 
tell  them  that  the  war  is  inefficiently  conducted,  or 
that  our  arms  meet  with  defeat.  They  will  rather 
expect  you  te  redouble  your  energies,  so  as  to  place 
two- soldiers  in  the  field  for  every  one  that  is  lost. 
The  enemies  of  the  late  war  opposed  the  necessary 
supplies  because  of  the  alleged  weakness  and  want 
of  energy  in  Mr.  Madison^s  administration  and  the 
reverses  which,  for  a  season,  attended  our  arms. 
The  surrender  of  Hull,  the  defeat  at  Raisin,  the 
capture  of  Dudley  and  butchery  of  his  brave  men, 
furnished  the  themes  of  complaint  against  the  Ad- 
ministration, and  the  reasons  for  resistiag  the  ap- 
propriations. 

But  although  engaged  some  three  years  with 
twenty-five  hunc^red  or  three  thousand  Indians  in 
the  swamps  of  Florida,  yet,  when  all  the  circum- 
stances are  considered,  neither  eur  oncers  nor  pur 
arms  have  suffered  disparagement.  We  were  at 
war  some  twelve  or  fiAeen  years  with  the  North- 
western Indians,  prior  to  the  treaty  of  Greenville, 
1795,  during  which  time  our  fiag  had  to  mourn  the 
successive  disasters  which  befell  a  Crawford,  a  Har- 
dm,  a  Harmar,  and  St.  Clair,  who  were  not  only 
defe'ated,  but  whose  whole  armies  were  one  after 
another  cut  up  and  butchered,  leaving  scitrcely 
enous;h  of  survivors  to  communicate  the  disastrous 
intelligence.  There  are  many  historic  examples  of 
the  smallest  nnd  most  circumscribed  communities 
being  able,  when  protected  by  natural  barriers  and 
position,  to  resist  successfully  the  most  powerful 
nations.  Witness"*  the  maroons  of  Jamaica,  whom 
the  power  of  Great  Britain  was  unable  to  sub* 
due  for  upwards  of  half  a  century,  and  succeeded 
at  last  only  by  the  barbarous  expedient  of 
the  bloodhound.  The  case  of  the  maroons 
of  St.  Domingo,  composed  at  first,  like  the 
original  maroons  of  Jamaica,  of  a  few  runaway  ne- 
groes, who  took  shelter  in  the  caves  and  mountain 
fastnesses  in  the  interior  of  the  island,  where  they 
formed  a  community  of  outlaws  which  resisted, 
successfully,  for  half  a  century,  the  combined  ex- 
peditions of  the  French  and  Spanish  colonies  on  the 
island,  demon^trates  the  great  difficulty  of  over- 
coming natural  obstacles,  however  feeble  or  con- 
tcmptible  the  enemy  may  be  in  point  of  strength. 
**The  exaggerated  accounts  of  their  numbers  and 
dread  exploits  d.urhig  this  time,"  says  the  historian, 
**  would  fill  a  volume;"  yet,  when  peace  was  restored 
by  negotiation,  by  which  means  only  the  colonists 
obtained  security  against  these  banditti,  the  wonder- 
ful discovery  was  made  that  they  did  not  exceed 
one  hundred  and  fif>y  in  number.  But  the  attempts 
of  France  to  subdue  the  insurrectionary  negroes  of 
thit  island  who  rebelled  against  their  masters,  and 
which  were  repeated  through  a  period  of  near 
twenty  years,  form  a  case,  perhaps,  no  less  striking 
and  remarkable.  J^apoleon  at  length  determined 
to  crush  the  insurrectionists  by  one  energetic  blow; 
and  (he  most  formidable  expedition  was  accordingly 
despatched  for  that  purpose*  yet  it  all  resulted  in 
disaster.  Fifty  thousand  men  of  the  conquerors 
of  the  Nile  and  of  Italy,  including  their  comman- 
der, the  brother-in-law  of  Napolean,  perished  in 
St.  Domingo.  The  climate,  and  natural  obstacles 
to  invasion,  enabled  the  insurrectionists,  who  did 
not  number  half  a  million  of  souls,  including 
all  ages,  sexes  and  colors,  to  withstand  this  other- 
wise most  formidable  artny. 

The  next  item  Mr.  M.  would  allude  to  as  having 
greatly  increased  our  expenditures,  was  that  of 
pensions.  Four  of  Ihe  principal  pension  laws  have 
been  brought  into  operation  since  the  commence- 
ment of  General  Jackson's  administration,  viz:  the 
acts  of  1828, 1832, 1836,  and  1838.  These  several 


acts  have  increased  the  list  of  pensioners  to  43,500. 
The  average  annual  excess  or  increase  of 'peoi 
sions  from  1829  to  1838,  inclusive,  exceeds  the 
average  annual  payments  on  the  same  accoau 
from  1825  to  1829,  inclusive,  $1,013,000. 

The  aggregate  of  this  incretse  for  laid  tn 
years,  is  ....  J10,130,00e 
To  this  we  must  add  the  annual  expen- 
diture of  f  392,000  for  pensions  to  wi- 
dows of  Revolutionary  soldiers,  un- 
der the  law  of  7ih  July,  1838.  As 
these  pensions  commence  March  4th, 
1836,  the  amount  for  three  years,  up 
to  the  4th  of  March,  1839,  will  be  -    1,176,000 


Making  the  aggregate  increase,  since 
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This  is  an  expenditure  from  which  the  adminis- 
tration of  Mr.  Adams  was  exempt.    And  ts  it  has 
been  incurred  since  the  commencement  of  Ge&eitl 
Jackson'8  administration,  the  amotmt  is  added  io, 
to  swell  the  general  expenditures,  so  as  to  give  fea- 
sibility to  the  charge  of  extravagance.   I^ow,  sir, 
(said  Mr.  M.)  for  one,  so  far  from  regrettiii|ftliis  in- 
crease of  pensions,  I  both  justif/  and  re}oice  at^L 
And  I  am  satisfied  that  Opposition  eentlenKD  ue 
not  disposed  to  disapprore  it.    AU  know  that  s«k 
disapprova  would  smadk  too  much  of  the  odisos 
sin  of  ingratitude,  not  to  say  injustice;  forldowt 
look  upon  the  payment  of  pensions  as  a  dooatioe, 
but  as  the  discharge  of  a  public  debt,  which  te 
are,  in  point  of  morals,  not  to  say  gratitude  udhs* 
maniiy,  as  much  bound  to  pay  as  any  other  Renv 
lutionary  debt.  When  wc  used  the  money  of  ottei 
to  prosecute  the  war  of  the  Revolution,  wc  were,  if 
course,  bound  to  repay  it,  with  interest;  and  siiw(f 
those  who  gave  their  personal  service,  and  periW 
their  lives,  are  as  much  entitled  to  pay  as  thoM 
who  flidvanced  their  nioney.    But  the  pensioiiseoi* 
stituie  no  part  of  the  permanent  expcndiiwe;  tin 
fund  is  temporary,  and  must  expire  with  the lajoij 
disappearing  pensioners.    A  few  more  instalwsi 
and  the  debt  is  paid  forever. 

In  looking  down  the  dark  vista  of  time,  weaaj 
di!»cover  the  only  surviving  pensioner  of  the  Bel* 
lotion.  Around  us  and  before,  they  are  fM*t»Bj| 
like  the  ripened  grain  before  the  scythe  or  w 
sick'e.  They  have  passed  the  long  lane  of  IT 
through  which  they  have  journeyed  in  petih 
years  three  score  and  ten-  The  sun  of  thdre 
tence  is  fast  setting,  and  is  already  hiddea 
the  horizon  of  life.  They  are  eoUeciedat  the 
inn  at  the  end  of  their  days*  journey;  where, 
taking  their  last  refreshments,  and  being 
down  with  the  fatigues  of  their  travel,  they  v^ 
paring  to  lie  down  and  sleep  the  sleep  of  «^^^ 
Already  it  grows  late,  and,  amid  the  sttTfoaB* 
silence  and  darkness,  they  are  seen,  by  the  in 
flickering  light  of  their  fast  expiring  tapers,  »fj 
laying  down  their  weary  heads  in  that  repose 
shall  only  end  with  time.  The  last  ones  are  w 
to  the  tomb,  and  must  sopa  be  laid  side  by  tide^ 
their  companions.  Peace  be  to  their  maws.  1 
leave  behind  them  the  glory  of  ihe  well-fooght 
tie,  which  has  added  a  new  era  to  the  historjnj 
past,  and  developed  still  fanher,  to  the  •^J^ 
ment  of  the  world,  the  mighty  energies  aaa 
destiny  of  man.  ,  ^ 

The  expenditure  fur  the  South  Sea  Bx|W 
Expedition  constitutes  another  item;  and,i 
the  annual  amount  of  f224,650,  the  estin^-- 
pense  of  the  expedition   for  two  years  asdal 
amounts  to  (1,290,195  50.     I  shall  neiihcr^^ 
upon  any  defence  or  oondemaatien  of  this 
(said  Mr.  M.)  as  it  is^not  necessary  to  my 
purpose.    At  the  last   session  I   voted,  it 
with  those  who  were  considered  the  enemies 
measure,  for  the  restrictive  clause  limiting  As 
penditdre  to  a  time  certain,  and  making  a  li 
tion  of  #20,000  in  the   appropriation;  but  it^ 
more  from  an  adherence  to  a  rule  whidi 
prescribed  for  myself — that   of  voting  for 
penditure  of  no  money  other  than  is 
public  necessity,  during  the  present 
the  Treasury — ^tban  from  any  convictions 
to  the  objects  of  the  expedition.    I  shooM, 
probability,  have  opposed  it  -in  its  i\ 
am  far  from  being  8atisft«4  that  it  is  aoia 
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pBgnaat  with  important  resnils,  which  may  be 
alike  erediuble  to  the  nation  and  beneficial  to 
conmeree.  Bar  that  my  constituents  may  be  able 
tosM  aod  JQdge  for '  themselves  of  the  merit  of  the 
iAiere&tiog  objrcts  of  this  expedition,  I  will  read 
fim  the  Register  of  Debates  for  December,  1834, 
tlK  most  condensed  statemeni  of  them  which  I  have 
bees  able  to  find: 

*liDong  the  pttitiont  and  m«norial»  presented  to-day.  wae 
one  by  Mr.  FiAicfe  or  Rhode  bland  of  John  N.  Revnoide,  lately 
Rtnned  from  a  voyage  of  exploration  in  the  Pacific  ocean 
iddibeNorlbweat  coapt,  praving  that  an  expedition  maybe 
ilaid  oit  lo  aanrey  tbe  ialands  and  reafa  in  that  ocean  and  on 
ifcat  emit.  Ttie  petition  was  recommended  by  both  braochea 
oTtbe  Legislature  of  Rhode  Island;  and  Mr.  P.  staled  that  the 
Upiuxum  of  several  other  States  would  loin  in  the  prayer  of 
ibe  memorial,  as  would  (he  merchanis  ana  chambers  of  com- 
merce io  the  principal  cities  of  the  Union.  To  show  the  im- 
poftance  of  the  object  in  Tiew,  Mr.  P.  stated  that  there  were 
anreofagcdin  ihe  wliaie  fishery  132,000  tons  of  alilpplnf^  that 
(]«e  were  employed  10,000  aeamen,  and  that  the  buaineaa, 
ittsi  toj  iodirect,  employed  170,000  tuns  of  shipping,  and 
mmthia  12/K)0  seamen;  that  more  than  one-tenth  part  of  our 
vMe  oaviption  was  engaged  in  it,  and  the  eapiial  inTesiad 
wm912M«IO.  He  further  stated  that  the  annual  loai  of 
piDperty  upon  the  islands  and  reefs  not  laid  down  upOQ  any 
dift,  was  full?  equal  to  the  ezpenM  of  the  expedition  aod  sur- 
Mfieqttetfed." 

8ach  were  the  commercial  objects  to  be  attained 
by  this  measore.  There  were,  betides,  other  eb- 
joeii  of  the  greatest  conseqoenoe  to  be  attained, 
gmriogoot  of  aa  emqlovB  and  laar3uMf  .  mbitiojn 
M^adnaee  the -character  of  the  nation,  ibe  r'^pnta- 
uo  of  our  navy,  and  the  canse  of  acienet.  Bnt 
itet  I  had  mtended  to  say  in  reference  to  this 
subject  is,  that  this  was  a  measare  of  which  the 
C^poation  eonld  not- complain;  for,  althonght  it  is 
or  comewhat  doabtfal  origin,  yet.  its  claims  to 
pneraiqr  oa  the  Opposition  seem  to  hare  tbe  better 
fflBBdation.  It  is  trae  that  no  vote  ever  taken 
Mfn  n  eonid  be  lairiy  said  to  be  of  a  party  cha- 
laeier;  yet  its  strongest  support  has  been  from  the 
OHMRtion  ranks.  They  «re,  therefore,  estopped 
IkMinakiBg  any  complaint  aboat  the  expenditure 
it  bis  cost  The  principal  hopes,  of  iu  success 
ift  ibeaded  on  a  desire  to  promote  their  darlinj^^ 
iDlerest,  that  of  commerce,  of  which  they  claim  to 
btf  the  czelasive  friends,  because  the  friends  of  this 
Aiffliiiistraiion  think  that  other  interetis  deserve 
tqnl  eneooragement.  Upon  reco  rriaf*  to  the  yeas 
airf  oays  on  the  first  bill  to  bring  forward  this 
le,  in  18^,  we  find  among  the  yeas  the 
of  most  ol  tbe  leading  Opposition  members 

■  dm  floor  who  were  then  in  the  House  of  Repre* 
Mto^ves.  There  are  the  names  of  the  long  tried 
vivan  members  from  Virgin ia^  [Mr.  McacsR 
iMMr.TjLUFBRito,]in  company  with  the  name 
pf  tbe  gentleman  from  Philadelphia,  [Mr.  Sbr* 
■wr,]  and  of  the  representative  from  Boston, 
{Ik.  Oatis,]  now  a  distingnished  member  of  the 
pier  branch  of  Congress;  and  there  is  the  name  of 
Itt  faithfnl  sentinel  from  Massachusetts,  [Mr. 

&]  wtio  is  always  at  his  post  r  n  the  watch* 
of  cemmeree,  guarding  its  raiious  interests 
She  would  the  apple  of  his  eye.  Why,  sir,  (said 
^  BL)  the  cause  of  commerce  it  to  him  what 
■dr  was  to  Falstair.  It  is  his  breakfast,  his  din* 
Mf,  and  his  snpper.  It  is  his  meat  and  his  drink; 
llive^oait  and  sleeps  on  it.  His  constiments 
ifeaeofflmercial  people,  and  well  are  they  aware 
Itbr  value  of  his  services  to  their  favorite  interest. 

■  preof  of  this  is  that  they  hare,  I  believe,  kept 
m  in  Congress  from  time  immemorial,  as  I  have 
0ieeo}leciion  of  ever  having  read  the  yeas  and 
Jk^vjihout  seeing  among  ihem  the  name  of  John 
nn.  Bat  ihea  I  am  comparatively  a  young 
gr,  and  do  not  know  whether  the  "memory »»  of 
ins  aiumd  me  "runneth  to  the  contrary,*'  or 
R.  Be  that  as  it  may,  I  can  bear  testimony  to 
^ftct  that  no  member  deserres  more  the  confi- 
pee  of  his  ooaatituents  ihan  the  gentleman,  the 
M»^  the  parsnits  and  position  of  those  whom 
^lepresents  considered. 

Then  is  another  item,  (said  Mr.  M.)  I  mu«t  not 
lil  to  examine.  It  is  that  of  $^,101,644  depo- 
td  with  the  States  by  tbe  law  of  1836.  You  may 
surprised  that  I  notice  this  matter  while  speak* 
I M  expenditare.%  ina?nnuch  as  the  Government 
lot  chargeable  with  this  item  under  ihauhead. 
ai  matter,  however,  ly  seldom  ctjnsidcred  by 
■e  whose  business  it  is  to  make  an  array  of 
Mres  against  the  Administration.  Whether  well 
hided  or  ill  founded,  is'  no  matter  of  concern  to 
m  who  oiriy  calcalnia'  ia  raiaiaaee  .to  tbe  tfiRsct 


to  be  produced.  Gentlemen  here,  when  speaking 
of  eztrayagant  expenditures,  never  speak  of  ist)- 
lated  items  which  compose  the  ag^ret^ate  amount. 
They  are  like  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  [Mr. 
Clajix,]  when  speaking  in  reference  to  another 
snbjeoi;  they  never  "descend  to  particulars;  they 
deal  in  generalities."  They  will  tell  you  of  all  the 
money  that  has  come  into  the  Treasury,  and  then 
exclaim,  "where  is  it?"  Whether  received  as  re- 
venue, or  expended  as  appropriations  proper  for 
#the  pnblie  serrice,  the  people  are  not  informed. 
Thus,  our  foreign  indemnities  from  France,  Den- 
mark, Spain,  Naples,  the  Sicilies  and  Brazil, 
amounting  to  near  #7,000,000,  which  are  received 
into  the  Treasury  as  a  trust  fund  for  the  ciiizeas 
who  own  it,  being  ^o  much  clear  gain  to  the  coun- 
try, but  belonging,  nevertheless,  to  the  injured  citi- 
zens for  whom  it  is  obtained,  and  not  to  the  Go- 
vernment, are  all  included  in  the  gross  amount  of 
the  GoYemment  receipts,  as  if  pan  of  the  actual 
revenue.  These  trust  funds,  including  thes^c  in- 
demnities, and  including  #1,395,000  received  in 
Itrust  for  Chickasav  Indians  on  the  sale  of  their 
lands  in  1835-6,  and  #1,200,000  on  the  sale  of  their 
lands  in  1836-7,  and  invested  for  their  benefit, 
amounticg  altogether  to  nearly  ten  millions  of  dol- 
lars, are  included  in  the  appropriation  bills  in  or- 
der to  invest  it,  or  enable  the  owners  to  draw  it 
from  the  Treasury;  and  then  it  is  cla^sed  with  the 
round  numbers  of  appropriations,  as  part  of  the 
wuUfulmidprofiigaU  exirtrMganee  of  the  Adminii^ 
tration.  Another  instance  of  this  disingenuous 
mode  of  attack  whu^  We  have  often  witnessed 
even  on  this  floor  is  this:  the  most  gorgeous  de- 
scription of  the  full  and  overflowing  condition  of 
our  Treasury  previous  to  the  late  financial  difiicul- 
ties  is  followed  with  the  rhodomooiade,  "What 
now  is  the  condition  of  your  resources?  Your 
Treasury  bankrupt,  unable  to  meet  the  demands 
against  it,  and  your  Government  in  debt  from  a  re- 
sort to  the  expedient  of  Treasury  notes."  Now  the 
answer  to  all  this  is  roost  destructive  to  this  fine 
apostrophe,  and  casts  back  ^  the  reproach  intended 
for  others  upon  those  who  niake  it,  with  a  most 
signal  estoppel  to  the  charge  implied.  The  answer 
is,  that  there  would  have  been  no  embarrassment 
nor  i&sue  of  Tressury  notes  but  fur  the  deposiie  of 
#38,101,6^4  with  the  StaUs,  which  was  a  most 
iavorite  measure  with  the  Opposition;  that  of  the 
money  ordeied  by  the  act  of  1836  to  be  deposited 
with  the  States,  upwards  of  #9,000,000  was  appro- 
priated before  the  close  of  the  session  at  which  the 
set  of  deposite  was  passed,  which  threw  this  nine 
millions  of  dollars  upon  the  subsequent  revenues  of 
the  Government,  which  thereby  became  burdened 
with  a  pre-existing  debt  to  that  amf>unt.  These 
appropriations,  for  improvements  of  rivers  and  har- 
bors, roads  and'  canals,  for  light-houses,  fortifica- 
tions, and  for  the  relief  of  the  corporate  cities  of  the 
District  of  Columbia,  (the  last  item,  being 
#1,500,000,)  were  supported  by  most  of  the  Opposi- 
tion, and,  therefore,  they  have  no  right  to  say  to 
the  frientls  of  this  Administration,  "you  are  alone 
responsible."  That  of  the  public  money  in  depo- 
site with  banks  in  1837,  (a  mode  of  deposite  now 
advocated  by  the  Opposition,)  we  were  compelled, 
for  their  relief,  and  for  the  relief  of  the  country,  to 
postpone  of  those  depositee  for  payment  to  a  subse- 
quent time  #4,800,000,  viz:  #2.400,000  to  July, 
1838,  and  #3,400,000  to  July,  1839;  thereby  plac 
ing  beyond  our  reach  the  money  paid  by  tbe  people 
for  the  public  service,  for  the  benefit  of  the  most 
favorite  institutions  of  the  political  enemies  of  this 
Administration.  We  also  postponed  the  payment 
of  moneys  due  on  unpaid  duty  bonds,  amounting 
to  #4,000,000  more.  To  these  measures  the  deficit 
in  the  Treasury,  which  called  forth  the  issue  of 
Treasury  notes,  is  alone  attributable,  so  far  as  con- 
cerns the  disposal  of  tbe  money  by  the  Govern- 
ment; and  to  my  own  knowledge,  the  Opposition 
are  wholly  precluded  from  objecting  to  any  one  of 
ihem. 

But  there  are  other  things  rarely  told  ix)  the  peo- 
ple when  they  are  lectured  on  the  subject  of  the  Go- 
vernment embarrassments.  The  great  decrease 
in  the  public  revenue — a  decrease  passing  all  pre- 
cedent, and  could  not  have  been  anticipated  by 
any — ^is  seldom  spoken  of  or  commented  on.  This, 
it.is  sqppoMdi  betongs  also  to  the  credit  part  of  the 


account.  They  are  not  told  ihat  the  imports  of 
1838  were  #78,000,000  less  than  the  corre^^ponding 
imports  of  1836;  that  ihe  proceeds  of  public  landv 
had  fallen  from  #24,877,000,  received  in  1836,  to 
#3,136,000  in  1837;  that  the  whole  atnonnt  of  reve- 
nues proper  in  1836  was  #48,000,000,  and  amount- 
ed from  customs  and  lands  in  1838,  "excluding  the 
amounts  received  from  postponed  bonds,  which 
formed  part  of  the  receipts  of  1837,"  to  only  about 
#14,500,000.  Tell  these,  and  all  thede  things,  to 
the  people,  and  they  will  not  be  imposed  vtpon  by 
the  humbug  epithets  of  "public  debt"  and  "Trea- 
sury embarfassment." 

Thus  much  I  have  thought  proper  (said  Mr.  M.) 
to  say  in  reference  to  this  deposite  of  #23,101,000 
with  the  States,  not  for  the  purpose  of  objecting  to 
the  act  that  gave  rise  to  it,  or  of  showing  that  it 
was  objectionable  as  a  measure  at  the  time  it^ 
passed,  but  for  the  purpose  of  showing  that  the 
consequences  resulting  from  it  ought  not  to  be  laid 
at  the  feet  of  the  Administration  by  any  party  in 
this  country.  I  was  myself  in  favor  of  this  act  of 
deposite,  not  from  choice,  but  from  necessity.  We 
had  an  immense  surplus  in  the  Treasury,  and  I 
was  in  favor  of  its  deposite  for  the  purpose  of 
avoiding  a  much  greater  evil  likely  lo  grow  cut  of 
its  appropriation  by  Congress.  The  people  had 
paid  this  surplus  to  defray  the  charges  of  the  pub- 
lic service.  The  banks  wei«e  employing  it  la  the 
most  ruinous  schemes  of  speculation.  The  people 
had  paid  it  for  no  such  purpose.  If  left  in  the 
Treasury  it  was  likely  to  tempt  Congress  into  an 
inordinate  and  dangerous  system  of  appropriation*, 
which  was  desirable  to  be  avoided  and  much  to  be 
deprecated.  Upon  principle  I  was  opposed  to  it, 
and  am  yet  opposed  to  it.  Next  to  a  large  surph^ 
I  should  most  deprecate  this  system  of  depositing 
money  with  the  Slates,  which  is  but  another  name 
for  distribution.  The  surplus  being  disposed  of, 
the  object  of  the  law  is  accomplished,  and  I  shall 
oppose  any  further  deposiie  by  the  payment  of  the 
fourth  instalment,  heretofi»re  postponed.  I  shall 
advocate  that  system  of  revenue  which  will  here- 
after bring  no  surplus  into  the  Treasury.  A  reve- 
nue commensurate  with  the  necessary  wants  of  the 
GK)vernment  is  all  that  should  ever  be  rased  by 
this  Government.  And  when  I  say  the  necessary 
wmUt  of  the  Government^  I  do  not  mean  a  splendid 
system  of  improvements  either  of  fortifications,  of 
light-houses,  or  for  river  and  coast  navigation.  To 
some  of  them  I  am  opposed  altogether,  and  the 
others  I  would  reduce  to  a  limited  and  economical 
establishment.  I  have  ever  protested  against  the 
splendid  and  extensive  system  of  fortifications  en- 
tered upon  by  Congress  during  the  redundancy  of 
our  Treasury  means.  A  few  necessary  points, 
well  fortified  and  fitted  up  for  the  Shelter  and  pro- 
tection of  our  soldiers  and  seamen,  and  the  preser- 
vation of  our  arms  and  munitions  of  war,  will  be 
acknowledged  by  all  to  be  indispensable.  Bat  to 
line  our  extensive  frontier  and  coast  with  fortifica- 
tions, to  increase  our  armed  establishments  of  the 
army  and  navy,  and  to  cost  annual  millions  in  fu- 
ture to  supply  them  with  men  and  munitions,  and 
repair  their  dilapidations,  is  justifiable  oa  no 
ground  whauver,  whether  our  extensive  territory, 
the  genius  and  character  of  our  people,  or  the  sim- 
ple and  limited  form  of  our  Government,  be  con- 
sulted. Nor  do  I  believe  these  extensive  fortifica- 
tions to  be  the  best  means  of  preparing  our  wide 
extended  country  for  defence  in  time  of  war.  1 
approve  much  more  of  the  policy  of  the  great  Spar- 
tan laws:iver,  who  ordained  that  his  countrymen 
should  not  make  walls  of  wood,  briok,  or  .stone,  for 
the  defence  of  their  city,  as  was  done  by  other  ci- 
ties of  that  day,  but  that  the  hearts  and  tiie  courage 
of  the  citizens  i^hould  defend  ihem  with  a  wall  of 
men.  God  forbid  that  we  should  rely  on  fortifica- 
tions and  wooden  walls  for  the  def'-ncc  of  this 
wide  extended  and  mighty  nation.  Wheneyer  the 
patriotism  and  courage  of  our  citizens  shall  be- 
come unequal  to  its  defence,  then  will  it  not  be 
worth  defending.  It  seems  (said  Mr.  M.)  from  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  that 
the  expenditure  for  this  establishment  *<h8s  increas- 
ed from  something  over  #100,000,  during  the  first 
years  of  the  Government,  to  upwards  of  #l,000,OOQt 
annually."  The  appropriation  last  yiear  for  this 
porpoie  was  #1,015,000;  and  now,  owing  to  recent 
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improvements  in  floating  steam  batteries,  all  oar 
siaiiunarjr  works  fur  the  defence  of  harbors  arc 
about  to  be  superseded  and  rendered  worthless. 
Thus,  after  the  expendiiore  of  millions  in  building 
up  the  present  system  of  defence,  we  are  about  to 
be  called  on  to  abandon  so  much  of  it  as  relates  to 
coast  defence,  as  useless,  and  to  appropriate  mil- 
iums again  to  build  up  a  system  of  floating  steam 
batteries  for  the  defence  uf  harbors. 

I  will  now  (said  Mr.  M.)  turn  your  attention  to 
this  syMe'm  of  harbor  and  river  improTement,  to 
which,  as  it  at  pr«!ient  exists,  I  am  alt/.gether  op- 
posed, Aij  being  both  wasteful  in  the  application  of 
the  public  money  and  unequal  in  its  operation  upon 
the  people  of  the  several  States.  I  will  give  you 
its  history  from  the  report  of  the  Commiitee  of 
Ways  and  Means,  which  very  brifly  traces  its  pio- 
gre^v  from  its  origin  to  its  present  condition: 

'Thiti  Kem  was  unknown  in  the  early  legbration  of  Uw  Fcde- 
lal  Government.  The  first  ftppropnattoa  wa«  made  in  1802; 
bu'  prior  lo  1316  only  $96,449  had  been  expended  upon  two 
woitcB,  ronnected  directly  and  iodireciJy,  with  navy  yards  and 
lighthouses.  A  few  appropriations  were  made  in  1820-1-2 
Hiid  ;i,  ill  the  neighborhood  of  light-houses  and  navy  yards, 
Hin  )unting  altogether  to  •51,750;  and  in  1823  two  harlior  sur- 
veys were  authorized  at  an  exp«nse  of  $350.  After  we  had 
aJopted  the  policy  of  raising  more  revenue  than  was  required 

*  1  ir  Fcxlenil  purposes;  and  as  the  perio<l  approached  for  die  re- 
demption of  the  public  debt,  this  was  one  of  the  new  braoehes 
ofexpenditure  resorted  to  in  order  to  absorb  a  contemplated 
«un)lus.  Accordingly,  and  for  the  first  time  in  the  history  of 
our  Irgislation,  an  act  waa  passed  on  the  20th  of  May,  1806, 
M'or  iinpreving  certain  harbors  and  the  navigation  of  certain 
rivers  and  creeks;  and  for  authorizing  surveys  to  be  made  of 
curtain  bays,  sounds,  and  rivets  thcrem  mentioned.'  On  the  Ski 
ofMarch,  1837,  this  was  followed  by  a  regular  annual  bill  *to 
auihdvize  the  improving  of  certain  harbors,  the  building  of 

'  piers,  snd  for  other  purposes.'  " 

These  eipenditures  immediately  increft^ed  in 
1827,  to  183,500;  in  1828,  to  $121,000;  and  in, 
1829,  to  $505,000.  In  1838  the  appropriations 
were  more  than  a  million  and  a  half,  and  the  esti- 
mates for  1839,  amount  to  $1,713,000.    • 

"The  oiiginal  amount  already  appropriated  for  these  works  is 
•a9l9,(H3  66,  besides  canal  stocks,  and  the  debt  assumed  for 
the  corporations  of  the  District^  for  inveetments  in  the  samei 
Hmo'intinff  to  $3,383,490;  makmg  an  aggregate  ef  $12,30-2,- 
533  66.  The  estiniHies  for  completing  some  of  these  works 
amount  to  $4,650,8'12  2J;  but  judging  by  our  experience  as  to 
loi'iner  estmiaiea,  it  will  more  probably  require  ten  millioriS, 
besides  the  cobt  of  some  of  the  moetexpeodve  works,  for  which 
there  are  no  estimates  at  all.  In  addition  to  this,  a  bill  is  now 
pending,  and  would  have  passed  the  House  at  the  clorie  of  last 
session,  but  for  want  of  time,  which,  with  the  amendments, 
em*braceU  appropriations  for  new  works,  amounting  to  near  a 
million  of  dollars,  and  involving  an  ultimate  ezpendltuceof  pro- 
bably five  millions  more." 

Verily  it  is  lime  for  this  branch  of  expenditure  to 
arrest  the  public  attention.  All  this  has  sprung 
from  the  weakeij^,  and  as  it  was  supposed  the 
most  harmless  branch  of  the  American  system. 
.The  taritr,  internal  improvements  on  roads  by  tlie 
Federal  Government,  and  the  United  Stales  Bank, 
as  the  leading  members  of  this  system,  were  all  cut 
down.  This  last  member  of  the  family  was  spared 
for  hii,  infancy  and  his  promise,  by  reason  of 
which  forbearance  we  have  paid,  within  the  last 
twelve  years,  twelve  millions  of  dollars,  and  be- 
come liable,  by  works  already  comm«nced,  to  the 
payment  of  ten  millions  more.  It  is  furthermore 
pr9|x»sed,  by  the  bills  on  your  table,  to  pledge  ns 
by  new  engagements  to  an  ultimate  payment  of 
£ve  millions  more.  Sir,  (said  Mr.  M.)  how  are 
we  to  unaersiand  gentlemen,  when  they  talk  of 
extravagance.  They  will  oppose  every  bill  which 
is  indispensable  for  the  public  service,  and  then 
vote  the  appropriation  of  millions  lo  rivers,  creeks, 
canals,  bays,  &c  and  then  come  here  and  de- 
nounce the.  Administration  for  extravagance. 

But  I  have  said  I  was  opposed  to  this  system  of 
improvements,  because  of  its  wastefulness.  We 
have,  according  to  this  report,  within  thirteen 
years,  made  appropriations  for  one  hundred  and 
three  works.  Of  these  we  have  completed  twenty. 
May  complete,  with  existing  appropriations,  four- 
teen—of the  others,  sixty-one  are  unfinished — four 
suspended—one  abandoned,  and  three  never  com- 
xneffced.  These  improvements  are  commenced 
ah^ng  and  around  our  coast.  The  foundation  is 
laid  ftir  the  expenditure  of  million*.  Some  are 
badly  executed,  or  injudicious  ia  their  structure  or 
poition,  and  are  at  length  abandoned.  Many  of 
thetn  dilapidate,  and  are  renewed  and  built  over 
again  at  perhaps  gr«ater  expense  than  ever.  And 
all  this  time  there  is  a  swarm  of  agents  under 
diffeient  names,  such  as  engineers,  oommiasioners, 
tuperiniendents,  contraetorsi   clerka^  Ac.  «U  o£ 


whom  must  handle  part  of  the  cash,  and  be  quar- 
tered at  Uncle  8am*s  expense.,  Why,  sir,  this  re- 
port itself  tells  us  "that  many'  of  the  works  were 
built  over  again,  and  that  others  were  rotten  be- 
fore they  were  completed." 

But  1  am  opposed  to  this  system,  because  of  its 
unequal  operation  on  the  people  of  the  several 
States.  On  this  pout  the  report  is  fall  and  con- 
clusive. 

'*lt  is  certainly  unjust  to  apply  the  monev  coltacted  in  soma 

lates  te  me^)  local  improvenienis  in  a  distant  quarter  of  the 

Union,  simply  becauee  they  appertain  to  the  commerce  of  the 


States  te  me^)  local  improvenienis  in  a  distant  quarter  of  the 
Union,  simply  becauee  they  appertain  to  the  commerce  of  the 
country.    If  every  improvement  of  harbors,  rivers,  and  creeks, 


and  tlie  buildingof  piers,  is  to  be  considered  national  in  its  charac- 
ter and  l>enefite,  as  an  appen,dagA  to  our  commerce,  it  is  difficult 
in  define  any  limit  whatever  to  the  jurisdiction  or  the  Federal 
Govern tnent,  or  to  say  to  what  purpose  the  common  fund  of 
the  Union  may  not  be  applied.  The  distribution  made  during 
the  last  thirteen  years  among  (he  Statea,pioves  inconteetably  the 
injustice  of  these  expenditures.  The  whole  amount  appropri- 
ated and  invested  is  12,300,000  dollars,  of  which  6,190  000  dol- 
lars hns  been  granted  to  a  district  of  countrjr  not  one  hundred 
and  fiAy  miles  ftom  the  capiul.  Without  uiquiring  into  the 
importance  of  the  works  patronized  by  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment, itis  sufficient  to  remark  that  most  of  the  Sutes  have 
been  at  the  same  time  employing  their  own  money  and  credit 
on  improvements  infinitely  more  useful  and  profitable,  and 
better  calculated  to  extend  the  commerce  of  ihe  iTnion.  Some 
of  the  States  have  not  parocipaied  at  all  in  these  Federal  ap- 
propriations. While  lour  States  only  may  be  charged  with 
6,760,000  dollars  out  ol  the  12,300,000  dollais.  and  some  of  the 
most  expensive  works  remain  to  be  completed  in  these  States." 
Well  may  this  committee  say,  sir,  (said  Mr.  M.) 
that  tome  of  this  States  have  not  participated  at 
all  in  these  Federal  appropriations.  In  document 
No.  954,  vol.  8,  of  Executive  documents  of  last  ses- 
sion, is  a  table  exhibiting  the  aniount  disbursed  in 
each  year  and  in  each  Slate  and  Territory,  for  the 
years  18344  1835, 1836,  and  1637,  for  light-houses, 
fortifications,  internal  improvements,  and  pensions, 
arranged  under  separate  head.*;,  &c.  &e.  shewing 
how  much  each  State  received  each  year  for  each 
object.  It  shows  that  for  those  years,  there  was  dis- 
bursed 

For  fortifications  -  -        $3,789,634  77 

Light-houses         -  -  1.030,089  03 

Internal  Improvements      -         3,653,061  99 
Pensions    ...        10,846,399  38 


Total 


#18,311,185  07 


For  these  objects,  then,  the  disbursements  in  those 
four  years  amounted  to  eighteen  millions  three 
hundred  aid  eleven  thousand  one  hundred  and 
eighty-five  dollars  and  seven  cents.  Exclusive  of 
pensions,  the  sum  is     -  -        $7,462,784  79 

Then  follows  another  table  showing 
the  disbursements  during  the  same 
time  to  the  Alexandria  ca- 
nal -  -  #150,000 
Cnmberland  road  •  3,418,380  76 
Chesapeake  and  Ohio 
canal         •  990 


Ohio  and  Mississippi 
river 


549,908  01 


3,118,178  76 


Making   for  these  objects    in  four 


years 


#10,580,963  55 


In  looking  over  this  table,  every  head  is  filled 
out  with  something  in  most  of  the  States,  and  when 
1  come  to  New  Yprk,  her  sum  for  the  four 
years  is  #1,000,000.  But  when  I  come  to  Ken 
tucky — oh,  yes,  '*01d  Kaintuck,'*  whose  whole  ener- 
gies have  been  disinterestedly  devoted  to  this  sys- 
tem— I  'find  her,  like  the  nnfortunate  wight  at  the 
lottery  wheel,  receiving  for  her  every  draw  a  blank. 
I  read  over  the  heads  of  each  object  of  disburse- 
ment  for  each  year,  for  fortifications  blank,  for 
light-houses  blank,  for  internal  improvements 
blank,  and  blank  says  echo.  Yet  Kentucky  pays 
her  share  of  all  these  moneys  expended,  and  then 
pays  for  her  own  improvements  besides,  without 
the  a'^sistance  of  any  other  Slate.  For,  sir,  she 
has  improvements,  and  valua^e  improvements, 
too,  which  are  better,  and  cost  kiar,  than  if  made 
by  the  Federal  Government.  If  the  bill  for  the 
Cumberland  road,  now  on  y<»nr  table,  pas.'^es,  we 
will  have  appropriated  altogether  #7,115,683  to 
that  one  object,  which  will  yet  cost  many  millions. 
The  average  amount  paid  for  each  mile,  between 
Cumberland,  in  Maryland,  and  Columbus,  in 
Ohio,  a  distance  of  some  two  handred  and  sixty- 
five  miles,  is  between  nineteen  and  twenty  ibpn- 


^i 


sand  dollars.  The  cost  of  one  handred  miles  ia 
Indiana,  it  is  estim%ted,  will  be  #15,875  per  mile, 
and  ninety  miles  reported  upon  from  lUioois,  wQi 
cost  #13,875  per  mile.  In  Kentucky,  we  have  the 
best  Mcadamizetl  roads,  graded  to  two  and  a  hadf  de- 
grees, covered  >vith  two  coats  of  broken  rock,  atae 
inchM  thick,  \nd  all  well  executed,  for  an  amooat 
varying  from  four  to  five  thousand'  dollara  per 
mile.  Examine,  sir,  if  you  please,  the  history  of 
our  Federal  improvem^ents,  and  compare  both  their 
execution  and  cost  with  the  improvements  of  the 
States,  and  my  word  for  it,  if  yon  be  not  prepos- 
sessed ia  yeur  opinions,  and  your  State  is  not  inte- 
rested in  expecting  such  appropriations,  yoo  wiU 
turn  with  abhorrence  against  the  notorious  injnstitt 
and  wastefulness  of  the  whole  system.  I  might, 
sir,  (said  Mr.  M.)  say  much  about  its  dpmoraliziag 
tendency  upon  the  legislation  of  this  Hooae.  It 
ntroduces  a  system  of  combinations  and  logroUing, 
as  we  say  west  of  the  mountains,  dangerous  and 
alarming  in  the  extreme,  when  we  consider  thit 
our  legislation  binds  the  destinies  of  twenty-six  ia- 
dependent  States. 

This  system  of  improvemenis,  (continoed  Mr. 
M.)  constitutes  one  point  of  the  real  issue  betwen 
the  two  great  political  parties  of  this  country,  lad 
it  is  vain  to  attempt  to  falbify  the  tnie  issoe  bf  di- 
recting the  attention  of  the  people  to  sonaecliing  in- 
material  aad  delusive.     When  Gkneral  Jadnoa 
came  into  power,  so  much  of  this  system  ns  retoM 
to  the  improvement  of  roads,  had  just  ripened, as  it 
were,  into  manhocxl,  and  set  out  with  all  dw  ex- 
travagance of  a  rich  and  profuse  heir,  to  sqnandei 
whithersoever  he  would  the  money  he  had  acquir- 
ed from  others.     But  he  was  soon  arrested  by  the 
firm  grasp  ot  that  hand  which  did  not  loose  its  hotd 
till  life    was  extinct.      If,   after   strangling  ihs 
young  giant  of  internal  improvement,  by  the  veto 
of  the  Maysville  road  bai,  '*that  extiaordiaaiy 
man,"  as  1  have  heard  him  denominated,  bad  throt- 
tled   this  (win   monster,  which  has  now  gmva 
formidable,  and  is  attacking   as  on  every  nver 
in  the  interior   of  eur  country,   and    at  eveqr 
inlet,    and   creek,   and    bay  on  oar    sea  ooaM, 
and  exterminated  him  in  his  infancy,  bis  polil^ 
cal    career   would    have   been    complele.  .    He 
would  then  have  retired  to  the  Hermitage,  with  the 
conisolation  of  Lycurgus,  embraced  in  the  rdlefr< 
tion  that  his  country's  liberties  were  secure  Uom 
all  danger  against  the  evils  growing  ont  of  ihii 
question,  so  long  as  his  policy  should  be  adheiei 
to.    As  it  was,  his  services  were  invaluable,  and 
he  had  full  proof  that  they  were  so  esttmnled  by 
his  countrymen.    His  return  to  his  borne  from  Iba 
arduous  struggles  of  his  administration 
Federal  encroachments  (by  which  terms  I 
the  encroachments  of  the  Federal  Qovemment) 
was  brightened  with  every  consoling  felidtatieat 
like  the  triumphal  return  of  Napoleon  from  Italy, 
or  of  Marlborough  from  the  coniia^it     Bat  it. 
were  next  to  impossible,  that  every  evil  coald  have 
been   exterminated  which  had  been  engeadbeni  , 
and  brought  forward  under  the  destructive  au 
of  the  American  system;  which,  however  i 
may  admire  and  do  admire  the  splendid 
by  which  it  was  nurtured  aad  sustained,  I  aev«a*.j 
iheless  believe  to  have  been  fraught  with  tfae  mfl^^ 
dangerous  tendencies.    It  had  become  too  fif^k-i 
seated  on  the  body  politic    Its  roots  had  pepennH^  i 
ail  the  ramifications  of  society,  and  were  lapiH^ 
engrafting  themselves  on  every  branch  of  oar  9ani 
tional  enterprise.  The  friends  of  each  darling  iai^ 
rest,  which  had  grown  up  under  its  ^efano%, 
were  numerous  and  influential.    Tbey  filled 
legislative  halls,  and  enjoyed  most  places  of 
and  profit  under  the  GovernmenL    Tbe  ~ ' 
was  silently  stealing  into  unr  strongest  cj 
prosperity  and  seciirity,  and  was  preparing  m 
trench  himself  in  their  possession,  wiihouc  aim 
iog  the  fears  of  the  people.    And  althongh  biaM 
croaobments  and  deigns  were  pointed  oai  by^Mt 
true    defender  of  his  country's  liberties;  yei.  M 
was  not  till  he  would  firmly  plant  himself  a 
th«(  advance  of  this  rapacious  destroyer,  lake  I 
boliily  by  the  horns,  and  cry  aloud  for  beip,  i 
the  peopie  would  come  to  the  rescue.    Ma 
like  the  wolf  for  the  loss  of  her  whelps,  tbe  1 
of  these  numerous  interests — numeronslhea 
as  the  enraged  membenof  tbedimnrbed 
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attacked  the  old  hero  oq  efcry  side,  and  with 
frantic  violence  and  asperity.  Whilst  harassed 
b^ibe  mlHsilesof  the  internal  ionprpyeoient  inte- 
rest, he  was  suddenly  called  on  to  arrest  ihe  rapid 
afld  dani^rons  march  of  another  branch  of  this 
incomparable  sy.  tern,  the  Bank  of  the  United ' 
Slates.  And  here,  again,  he  had  to  throw  himself 
ioio  the  breach,  amid  the  fierce  onset  of  the  Bank's 
attack,  and  cry  alond  to  bis  slambering  coantry- 
meo,  who  awoke,  and  rallied  to  the  standard  of 
(lieir  daantless  and  incbrmptible  chief.  There 
coDid  be  no  division  of  strength  while  engaged  ia 
ikis  contest.  The  enemy  had,  unobserved  by  the 
people,  grown  strong  in  his  power,  and  insolent  in 
his  vanity,  setting  "  both  God  and  man  at  de- 
fiance." The  struggle  was  long  and  donbtful,  the 
Booster  showing  himself  a  match  for  the  fame  of 
liiebero,  the  energy  and  firmness  of  the  President, 
and  the  patriotism  of  the  people.  This  leading 
fflembtr,  however,  of  the  hfdra  family  was  at 
length  sQbdaed;  bot  he  showed  himself  terrible  in 
Ihe  very  agonies  of  death,  dealing  thick  and  fast 
aroood  him  the  most  deadly  blows.  Even  the 
dread  lashings  of  his  tremendous  tail — of  panics 
and  sQipensions — ^produced  soreness  and  revulsions 
in  oar  circolation  and  commerce,  nffl-r.ii.  a,  alike  to 
both  Gorernmeot  and  people. 

While  the  President  was  eneaged  with  luese  rfr- 
lalives  of  ihe  Titan  family,  there  arrived  at  full 
age  and  growth  another  tall  son  of  the  same  pater- 
lity,  who  began  to  render  himself  conspicuous  as 
a  fomeDtfr  of  discontent,  and  a  disturber  of  the 
qoal  rights  of  the  various  interests  of  the  Union. 
His  favorite  haunts  were  in  the  Ea.si,  npon  which 
ke  was  concentrating  the  showens  of  prosperity, 
which  had  before,  with  undisturbed  evenness,  fallen 
■poa  all  the  nation  alike.  He  was'  a  great  patriot  in 
bs professions,  and  called  himself  the  "patron  and 
protector  of  our  domestic  manufactures.^'    In  this, 
ks  was  DO  doubt  sincere;  but   in  his  devotion  to 
this  interest,  he  forgot    that  he  was   sacrificing 
eqoal  or  more  important  interests,  especially  agri- 
caliure  and  commerce,  and  that  he  was  arraying 
Ihe  several  sections  of  the  Union  against   each 
other,  in  such  manner  as  to  portend  the  most  alarm- 
ing disasters.    It  was  soon  discovered  that  no  inte- 
iest  could  long  prosper,  unless  its  correlative  inte- 
rests prospered,  also,  at  the  same  time.    Like  the 
iabled  war  between  the  different  members  of  the 
kiiman  body,  by  which  e^ch  was  taught  that  it  was 
dependent  npon  the   healthful  and  harmonious  co- 
operation of  all  the  others,  the  operation  of  this 
policy  soon  proved  that   it  was  futile  and  destruc^ 
lire  to  discriminate  between  the  various  interests 
of  the  body  politic,  with  the  view  of  encouraging 
•ome,  when  it  would  operate  to  the  expense  of 
others.    True  to  his  natural  and  unavoidable  ten- 
dencies, however,  this  evil  destroyer  of  the  peace 
and  the  prosperity  tf  our  people,  hastened  on  to  a 
erisi«,the  dangerous  times  of  his  power  and  mflu- 
caee.   Nor  do  I  believe  him  to  have  been  less 
iaitsieal  to  the  innocence  of  the  people  and  per- 
petoity  uf  our  Government;  for  (he  surplus   re- 
veotie,  his  legitimate  oflTspring,  might,  in  a  course 
•r  Illation,  have  undermined  the  one  and  ulti- 
mately   terminated    the   other.     But    amid   re- 
Mosirances     the    most     importunate,   and   ap- 
M>    the     most    fervent     against     the   further 
Mmtbuance    of  his   reign,  which    were  as    little 
Med  as  attended  to  by  his  votaries,  he  alighted 
bwn  in  the  South,  accompanied  with  his  attend- 
Mit  evils,  to  desolate  her  fields,    and  blight  her 
Vosperiiy.     Here  his  destined  fate  awaited  him. 
t  was  here  he  caught  a  tartai  that  unhinged  all  his 
nspects,  and  overihrew  his  ambitions  schemes. 
jikt  Kitt.^  John  of  England,  when  magna  charta 
ts  wrested  from  him  at  Runnennede,  this  king 
irlftsaw  at  once  that  his  power  must  be  surren- 
ererf,  and  that  he  most  make  the  best  terms  he 
OQld  with  those  whose  substance  be  was  robbing, 
ad  whose  security  he  was  endangering.  He  yield- 
1  to  his  fate,  and  consented  to  be  shorn  of  his 
rengih,  for   the  boon  of  a  sickly  existence  till 
B42,  when  it  is  calculated  by  the  sense  of  the  good 
»ple"  of  these  United  Slatess  that  he  will  be  pei- 
kitted  to  expire  in  peace,  without  heirs  living  at  the 
oie,  and  without  a  successor. 
fiir,(8aid  Mr.  M.)  I  am  no  friend  to  Nullification, 
fVin  dus  instancey  1  lejoioe,  yes,  heartily  lejoic?. 


at  the  legitimate  consequences  of  South  Carolina 
resistance.  Nevertheless,  I  hold  that  this  remedy» 
in  such  a  case,  may  not  be  used.  It  is,  in  my  opi« 
nion,  both  dangerous  and  unlawful;  and  although, 
as  ia  this  case,  good  may  result  from  it,  yet  the 
most  destructive  evils  might  also  be  its  consequence. 
And  although  I  rejoice  at  the  fall  of  the  tarifi^,  yet, 
in  the  graduation  of  a  system  of  dutits  for  purposes 
of  revenue  merely  I  should  not  be  averse  to  a 
sound  discrimination,  so  as  to  give  to  a  reasonable 
extent  incidental  protection. 

I  subjoin  the  following  graphic  sketch  of  the  rise, 
tendencies,  and  fall  of  the  tariff,  from  the  repoit  of 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

"Prior  to  the  late  war  with  Great  Britain,  our  tariffs  were  re 
▼iflod,  and  our  taxes  levied,  to  aunply  the  wants  of  Government, 
however  they  migtit  operate  iaddenially  on  tlie  internal  indus- 
try of  the  country.  It  was  never  then  designed  to  raiae  more 
revenue  than  was  actually  necessary  to  supply  our  Federal 
wants.  During  the  war,  large  investments  were  made  by  our 
capitalists arwl  manufi^cturers;  and  when  it  was  over,  the  prin- 
ciple ofour  revenue  laws  was  entirely  reversed  Ouj  taxes 
were  no  longer  graduated  by  the  wants  of  Government,  but  by 
the  demands  of  our  capitalists  for  protection;  thus  substituting 
the  incident  for  the  principal.  Our  tariffii  were  devised  witli- 
out  any  regard  to  the  condition  of  our  finances,  and  a  broad 
foundation  was  laid  for  a  redundant  revenue.  The  conse 
quence  was  a  rapid  ezlinguishnient  of  the  public  debt,  fund- 
ed and  unfunded,  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  millieus  of  dollars. 
Anticipating  this  redemption,  appropriauons  in  every  branch 
of  the  public  service  were  increased;  and  still  more  extensively, 
to  absorb  a  prospecUve  surplus,  new  objects  of  expenditure 
were  sought  for,  which  had  been  before  conaidered  under  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  States.  Surveys  were  aathorized,  laying  the 
foundatien  for  a  Federal  system  of  roads,  canals,  harbors,  and 
other  improvement*',  sufficient  to  exhaust  any  surplus  which 
might  posaibly  occur.  £xtrHvagance  was  deemed  pairtoiic,  as 
de^igneil  to  perpetuate  protection  to  raanulaciures.  The  one 
was  indispensable  to  the  other;  and  for  a  time  the  rights  of  the 
tax  payer  were  wholly  duregarded."  ^'Notwithstanding  these 
expenditures,  foreign  as  they  are  to  the  legitimate  duties  of  a 
confederated  Government,  the  extravagant  tendency  of  a  sur- 
plus, and  the  rapid  redemption  ofour  public  debt,  we  have 
been  already  compelled  to  depoeite  eighi-and-twenty  millions  of 
dollars  with  the  States.  Fortunately,  nowever,  this  association 
of  protection,  surplus,  and  extravagance,  is  no  longer  the  poli- 
cy ofour  Government  Both  Houses,  by  overwhelming  majo- 
ritiea,  revived  our  ancient  principle  of  revenue  by  the  act  of  the 
2nd  of  March,  1833.  The  fourth  clause  of  the  third  section  of 
that  act  pro  vices  that  after  the  30th  of  June,  1842,  klutles  shall 
be  laid  for  the  purpose  of  raising  such  revenue  as  may  tte  neces* 
aary  to  an  ecooomioal  administration  of  the  GovemmenL' " 

Mr.  M.  would  now  proceed  to  a  statistical  ex- 
amination of  the  Gk>7emment  expenditures.  He 
had  wandered  long  enough,  perhaps  too  long, 
thoegh  he  did  not  think  the  digression  would  be 
uninteresting  to  his  constituents.  And  first  (said 
Mr.  M.)  I  will  submit  a  table  of  the  .annual  ex- 
penditures, showing  the  amount  expended  each 
year  for  thirteen  years  next  preceding  1838. 
TtAle  lAowing  tht  avMUvAi  expended  each  year,  er- 
clwite  of  the  public  debt  and  the  Pott  Q^ejjrom 
Uu  year  1825  to  the  year  1837,  inclwive. 
Forl8a\  11,490.469       For  1832,  16,51«,388 

1836^  13,062,316  1833,  22,713,766 

Iffl^  12,653,095  1834,  18,425,417 

liJOti  13,296  041  1835,  17,614,960 

1829,  I2.660M60  1836,  d0,868,l&l 

1830^  13,229,633  1837,  39,161,746 

iSr;  13,864,069 

In  glancing  the  eye  over  this  tabular  statement, 
it  will  be  seen  that  the  two  most  appropriate  ye&rs 
to  be  contrasted  with  each  other,  in  order  to  account 
for  the  saiden  increase  of  the  annual  expenditures, 
are  the  years  1835  and  1836.  The  sudden  rise  of 
the  expenditures  from  seventeen  millions  of  dollars, 
in  1835,  to  thirty  millions,  in  1836,  naturally  brings 
up  the  inquiry,  for  what  did  this  increase  take 
place,  and  are  its  grounds  justifiable. 

The  following  statement  shows  the  principal  ob- 
jects of  the  increase  of  expenditure  from  1835  t;^ 
1836,  with  the  amount  of  the  increase  on  each  iiem: 
The  whole  amount  expendedin  1836,  is       •  -  $30,868, 164 

The  whole  amount  expended  in  1835,  is       •  -  17,514,950 

Excess  expended  in  1836,  over  the  amount  expended 
in  1836  .  -  •  •  -#13,353,214 

Itureaee/rom  1835  to  1836— t<cm«  qfincreate: 

LegisUuura  ....     $1^.000 

Mini  •  /  .  V  '  ^'^ 
Three  and  five  per  cent,  fund  to  the  new 

Stales       -••'•-  9W,000 

Pu'lic  buildings     ...           -  112,000 

Custom-houaes  .".«.".  ;  '*'"*' 
KeHef  of  corporate  ciUes  in  Uie  District  of 

Columbia            .           .           -           .  ftJOOO 

Patent  fund            ....  8,000 

Forrlgn  intercourse  •  •  61,000 
Pay,  Bubsisience,  forage,  and  cloihing  the 

army       .           .           •           •           •  233,000 

Quartermasters  Department        •          -  32.000 

Pensions     -          •           •          •           -  814,000 

Revolutionary  claims                  •          *  S2SS 

Virginia  claims      ....  ,a|»W» 

Artnoriesandaxwnals      •          -          -  ;4a000 

Ot^kuaMeao49|$9MMslox«!     •.       ^     WOOO 


230.000 
102,000 
42,000 
692,000 
292,000 

4,868,000 
2,131.000 
1,200,000 
1,942,000 


RelieftandmiecellaDeouB  - 
Accoutrement,  &c. 
Arming  the  militia ' 
Fortifications 
Volunteers  and  militia 
Repressing  and  •oppressing  Indian  hos- 
tilities        

Indian  Department 

Chickasaw  fund     .... 

Kavy 

Total  excess  on  the  above  items  -  #  14,451,000 

From  which  deduct  davease  of  expendi- 
ture for  internal  improvementa,  Wash* 
ington  Canal,  Potomac  Bridge,  Miliury 
Academy.and  some  other  itemB,amoantr 
higinallto  .  .  -•1,129,000 

13322,000 

And  you  have  a  remaining  excess  over  1835  of  only  •       931,000 

In  looking  over  these  items  of  excess  over  pay- 
ments on  the  same  accounts  in  1835,  ii  will  be  seen 
that  most  of  them  are  either  nominal,  being,  in  fact, 
no  expenditure  at  all,  or  such  as  cannot  aitach  any 
responsibility^  to  the  Administration.  Thus,  the 
Chickasaw  fund  and  patent  fund  are  merely  nomt* 
nal.  The  item  of  |d04,000  for  three  and  five  per 
cent,  fund  paid  to  new  States,  is  unusually  large 
this  year,  because  a  greater  quanUty  of  land  was 
sold  in  1836  than  any  other  year,  and  the  amount 
being  dspeadent  on  the  amount  received  for  lands, 
the  Administration  is  not  chargeable  therewith. 
For  the  increase  in  pensions,  Revolutionary  claims, 
and  Virgihia  claims,  the  Administration  is  not  more 
blameable  than  lor  paying  a  debt.  The  excess  in 
the  Indian  Department,  is  an  investment  and  not  an 
expenditure,  being  given  for  lands  which  will  more 
than  repay  double  the  amount  of  cost.  The  large 
excess  for  repressing  Indian  hostilities,  volumeers 
and  militia,  arming  militia,  ordnance  stores,  Ac 
forage,  subsistence,  &c.  of  the  army,  for tifica lions, 
accoutrements,  Ac  being  the  results  of  the  Florida 
and  Creek  wars,  is  rather  attributable  to  the  mis- 
fortunes of  the  nation  than  to  the  fault  of  the  Ad- 
ministration. The  burning  of  the  buildings  for  the 
Treasury  and  Post  Office  Departments,  occasions 
the  excess  for  public  buildings. 

It  is  the  duty  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to 
submit  to  Congress,  at  the  commencemeat  of  each 
session,  a  detailed  estimate  of  the  amount  of  appro- , 
priations  which  will  be  required  for  the  public  ser- 
vice during  the  current  year.  Should  large  appro- 
priations b^  made  beyond  the  amount  recommended 
in  the  estimates.  Congress  assumes  this  responsibili- 
ty, and  the  Administration  ought  not  to  be  held  ac- 
countable for  the  excess  beyond  the  estimate. 


The  appropriations  In  1635  amounted  to 
The  estimates  submitted  amounted  to     • 

Excess  of  appropriations  over  estimates 

The  appropriations  for  1836  amounted  to 
The  estimates  for  the  same  year  amounted  to 


Excess  of  appropriations  over 

The  appropriations  for  1837  amounted  to 
Amount  ol  eatlmates  for  the  same  yeaf    • 

Excess  appropriated  over  eadroates     • 


-  •18,347,014  36 
.    16,660,232  ra 

•  $2,686,7181  5 

-  639,467,844  62 

-  l&,78a.flB3  2y 

-  •19.678,910  35 

*"—  — ^ 

•  •39,756^  75 

-  Ji2,770,107  67 

-•16,966,691  18 


If,  after  recommending  a  r«»asonab}e  amount  of 
money  fbr  the  public  service,  a  much  greater  or 
double  the  amount  shall  be  appropriated,  the  Ex- 
ecutive must  see  to  its  application,  as  directed  by 
law;  but,  in  such  case,  the  responsibility  must  rest 
upon  Congress. 

A  full  calculation  of  the  expenditures  for  1836 
is  not  completed;  the  several  offices  and  Departments 
not  having*  yet  made  report  of  ihe  lespectivc 
amounts  by  them  expended.  Juslging  from  the  an- 
nual report  of  the  Secretary  of  ihe  Treasury,  ihe 
nominal  amount  will  be  •40,ooo,ooo 

This  includes  of  public  debt,  or  a  rcdempiinn  of 
Treasury  notee       -  18,000,000 

Transfer  of  unexpended  appropriation 
for  improvement  of  the  navy  to  the 
years  1839  and   1840,  and  is  nominal    1,500,000 

9,600,000 

Expenditure,  exclusive  of  public  debt,       30^5QD,00Q 
The  excels  of  this  amount  over  the  expenditure  of 

1629,  IS  made  up  principally  (by  the  following 

items,  to  wit: 
Florida  war       ....       •6,6^933 
Appropriation  for  Cherokees  -  '         1,147,067 

Removal  of  Indians,  annuities, 

ew.       •          '                       3/160,000 
Do                   do  in  1829,  only     420^000  . 

^ 1:   2,64p,000 
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Army  appropriation  BilU^Mr.  Murray. 


H,of8cpB. 


Do  in  1829 


»19,I)M 


Making  a  d'ATereoce  of  2,468,906 

Improverneni^Tor  haibon,  etc.    1,636,000 
Do  ID  1829       •  606,000 

Difference,       -  ^    1,090^000 

Appropriations  for  Congrenional 
expenditures,  owing  to  long  ses* 
fion       ....    962,000 

Du.  expenditures  in  1829  •    467,000 

L  gilt-house  appropriatieoe  in 

ISJS,  -  •  663,000 

Exi  eudUuree  in  1829  •  291,600 

Executive,  territorial,  judicial)  and 

niisocHaneooB       .... 
Protev'iibn  of  ihe  Nonhom  frontier 


467,000 


371,600 

890,000 
626,000 


16,212,406 
14,287,694 


Lexvidg,  exclusive  ofabove  excess  over  1829, 

The  whole  amount  of  expependiiura  from  1829  to  1837 1"* 
c'usive,  isdl«%957,479.    The  average  annual  expenditure  fur 
ihesdiae  ^rears,  amounts  to     .        •       •       •       .  #26,560^831 
1  he  wh'>ie  amount  expended  from  1826  to  182S  in- 
clusive, is  t30,&0],911.    The  average  annual  ex- 
peodiiute  during  the  same  years,  amounts  to      -    12,625,477 

Annual  average  cxccas  of  the  last  nine  oyer  former 

four  years •7,926,354 

From  ilr.s  deduct  average  annual  exceasof  certain 
.    items  of  expeuditui  e  during  nine  years,  over 

annual  sums  expended  on  same  account  during 

said  period  of  fuur  years,  and  for  which  the  Ad- 

mmisirationis  not  properly  chargeable  or  respoa- 

gl')le,  viz: 
Annual  average  excess  of  pensions        •  •1,013,766 
or  exf)cu9es  of  Indian  Departmeni       -    1,12&,M2 
Oi  iruit  funds  for  ludiana,  and  indero- 

ni'ies  from  foreign  powers  - 
or  Itevoluiionary  claims,  and  balances 

due  to  States        .  •     '  -       -      279,013 

Ol  sums   paid  new  States  on  account 

of3and5,perccnl.  fund  -        -       184,333 

or  duties  refunded  on  drawbacks  andde- 

boii  lures 144,334 

Of  Judicial  Department  ♦       ■       -      10t2,806 

or  Census 44,667 

Oi  cx^)endlture8  on  account  of  Indian 

wars,  Black  Hawk,  Creek,  and  Semi- 

hulc,  ainouniing  in  all  to  916,600,000 
■piiortol838        -       -       -       •       •    1,722,222 

6^186,438 


Wftlch  leaves  the  true  annual  excess 


•2,739.916 


No  reasonable  man  would  attempt  to  hold  the 
Adrainistrsition  respon-sible  for  the  items  of  expen- 
dirare  above  deducted.  Were  such  an  attempt 
made,  it  would  be  futile.  The  Administration  is 
no  more  chargeable  for  the  increase  of  pensions, 
I'ur  payments  of  Revolutionary  claims,  balances 
due  States,  or  repayment  of  duties  on  drawbacks 
and  debentures,  than  for  the  payment  of  the  nation- 
al debr.  The  trust  fands  are  properly  no  expendi- 
ture at  all;  and  so  far  as  concerns  the  indemnities^ 
from  foreign  Governments,  which  constitute  the 
greater  portion  of  these  (uiids,  tbey  are  clear  gains 
10  the  country,  and  not  expenditures.  By  the  terms 
of  their  admi<t»ion,  the  new  States  are  entiiled  to 
a  per  cent  of  the  proceeds  of  the  public  lands  given 
in  consideration  ot  their  agreement  not  to  tax  these 
landj.  The  amount  which  they  receive  annually 
from  this  fund  depends  on  the  quaatity  tiold  of  the 
public  land,  for  which  the  Administration  is  not  re- 
sponsible. In  1836,  the  proceeds  of  public  lands 
was  swelled  to  $24,877,000.  This  item,  therefore, 
is  properly  deducted.  For  the  expenditures  of  the 
Indian  Department,  being  on  account  of  purchases 
of  Indian  lands,  the  Administration  is  not  more 
re!5ponsibIe  than  was  Mr.  JeiTerson  for  the  fifteen 
millions  paid  for  Louisiana,  or  Mr.  Monroe  for  the 
tive  millions  paid  to  Spain  for  Florida.  The  cen- 
sus and  inciease  in  the  nnmber  of  judges  and  other 
officers,  from  an  extension  of  the  circuit  courts, 
&c.  to  the  new  Slates,  constitute  charges  of  neces- 
sity, for  which  the  Administration  is  not  blameable. 
For  the  money  expended  in  the  Ind. an  wars,  the 
Administration  is  not  more  blameable  or  responsi- 
ble than  was  Mr.  Madison  for  the  expenses  of  the 
late  war  with  Great  Britain.  In  these  expenditures, 
therefore,  there  is  no  **proIligate  extravagance,  no 
corrupt  feeding  of  Treasury  rats." 

The  remainder  of  the  'average  annual  excess  of 
expenditure  is  composed  in  part  of  the  average  an- 
nual excess  of  expenditure  for  the  same  nine  years 
over  average  annual  expenditures  for  same  items 
during   the  four  preceding  years,  to  wit: 

Navj  eMabliahment •416.995 

Aromories,  arsenals,  barraclcs,  and  quarters  "^  .    168,000 

Ordnance  and  ordnance  stores    -  -  .  66,166 

Fortifications       ......    149,116 

Caieress,  and  printing  for  CoDgrew     •  •    181,777 

Ught^hoosea        .  .  .  ^ooe 


Interna]  improveiAents.  including  rivers,  creeks,  bar* 
bors,  dfcc.  and  excluding  Alexandria  canal  and  Po* 
tomacbridge 321,000 


Total  annual  ayerace  excess  for  these  Items  ^  . 

Which*  deducted  flrom  the  general  annual  avenge  excess  of 


•1,399.064 
_,  I  excess  of 
•2,739,916,  leares  an  arerage  anfiual  excesa  still  ramaining,  uf 
•1,340,862. 

Another  principal  item  of  increase,  that  of  sur- 
veys, is  not  included.  The  excels  of  expenditure 
for  the  various  items  first  above  cited,  was,  m  part, 
thrown  upon  the  Administration  by  its  success  and 
good  fortune,  as  in  case  of  the  foreign  indemnities 
and  the  various  purchases  of  Indian  lands;  in  pan 
by  national  misfortunes,  as  in  case  ef  the  several 
Indian  wars.  But  all  of  them  either  support  ihem 
selves,  as  in  case  of  the  three  and  five  per  cent, 
fund  paid  to  new  States,  or  are  temporary  in  their 
character,  having  already  expired  or  being  sh  >rtly 
to  expire.  The  aggregate  amount  of  excess  for 
the  last  named  items  for  nine  years  is  (^12,067,758 
greater  than  would  be  the  amount  of  expenditure 
on  same  account  in  nine  years,  at  the  rate  of  ex- 
penditure therefor,  from  1825  to  1828  inclusive 
How  far  the  people  may  be  disposed  to  sanction 
this  increase  when  they  come  to  consider  the  won- 
derful growth  of  this  mighty  nation,  I  leave  them 
to  determine.  A  large  portion  of  it  is  not  such  as 
I  approve  myself;  hue  whatever  may  be  the  deci- 
sion of  the  people  respecting  this  matter,  the  Oppo- 
sition are  whelly  precluded  from  blaming:  or  abus- 
ing the  Administration  for  this  increase.  The 
measures  by  which  it  has  been  effected  have 
generally  received  their  stiongest  support  firom  the 
Opposition;  and  gentlemen  of  that  party  cannot 
with  more  reason  hold  the  Administration  respon- 
sible therefor  than  for  the  deposite  of  f28,l01,(H)0 
with  tha  States,  which  received  the  most  cordial 
support  of  the  Opposition.  The  greatest  increase 
in  these  items  has  grown  out  of  large  appropria- 
tions for  internal  improvements,  light-houses,  and 
the  navy;  the  increase  in  the  last  being  partly  attri- 
butable to  the  Exploring  expedition.  For  light- 
bouses  and  improvements  on  roads,  canals,  rivers, 
and  seacoast,  the  Opposition  have  always  voted, 
and  are  always  demanding  more.  The  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  in  his  last  annual  report,  sug- 
gested a  retrenchment  in  expenditures  for  these 
objects,  noticing,  at  the  same  time,  thai  they  were 
rapidly  increasins;  every  year  to  an  extent  anwar* 
ranted  and  impolitic.  How  was  this  responded  to 
by  the  Opposition?  The  whole  party  abused  him 
for  suggesting  the  retreochment,  and  some  of  them 
made  the  usaal  charge  that  he  was  attempting  to 
dictate  to  Congress.  *'Onr  commerce  must  be 
broken  down,^'  says  the  parly  organ  in  this  city, 
"but  not  one  of  the  Treasijry  leeches  of  the  Admi- 
nistration departments  to  be  dispensed,  with."  I 
quote  from  memory,  but  this  is  the  substance  of 
the  editorial  remark.  How  far  the  clerks  ia  the 
several  Departments  might  be  curtailed  in  number, 
or  whether  curtailed  at  all,  I  do  not  know.  But 
one  thing  1  do  know:  the  augmentation  of  public 
business  in  thase  Departments  ha^  been,  within  the 
last  ten  years,  beyond  all  conception,  and  I  disco- 
ver that  business  in  many  of  them  is  always  in 
arrear.  The  business  ia  the  Land  Office  Depart- 
ment, since  the  administration  of  Mr.  Adams,  from 
he  entry  of  public  lands  alonC,  has  increased 
tenfold,  and  there  must  be  something  like  a  cor- 
respondinsT  increase  in  most  of  the  other  Depart- 
mentr.  There  has  been  more  than  a  correspond- 
ing increase  in  the  labors  imposed  upon  them  by 
this  and  the  other  branch  of  Congress,  which  have 
now  become  onerous  in  the  extreme.  One  of  the 
items  of  annual  excess  of,  expenditure  submitted  in 
the  foregoing  statement,  is  that  of  Congress  and 
printing  for  Congress,  the  annual  excess  over 
average  annual  expenditure  therefor,  under  Mr. 
Adamses  administration,  being  |tI8I,777.  This  is 
owing,  in  part,  to  the  great  number  of  resolutions 
passed  by  this  or  the  other  House  of  Congress, 
calling  apon  the  Departments  for  copies  of  papers, 
records,  correspondences,  &e.  under  the  plea  of 
information.  Look  at  yonr  Executive  documents 
of  last  session,  mestl^  made  up  in  this  way,  and 
reaching  the  enormous  dimensions  of  twelve 
volumes  in  the  House  and  six  in  the  Senate;  in  all, 
eighteen  volumes,  each  -one  as  large  as  the  <^big 
hall  Bible."  They  have  to  be  copied  by  the  clerks 
in  the  Departnenis,  and  then  pimtcd,  (some  of 


them  several  times  over,)  bound,  and  disiribatei 
Is  it  any  wonder  that  so  many  clerks  are  reqaini 
when  all  this  is  superadded  to  their  ordinaiy  ud 
ofllcial  duties?    Instances  are  common  of  ten  or  t 
dozen  clerks  being  at  work  for  several  momhs  to 
prepare  an  answer  to  a  single  call.    Bat  the  other 
day  I  read  the  published  note  of  the  Solicitor  of  the 
Treasury,  stating  that  he  had  directed  the  labor 
necessary  to  answer  a  single  call  to  be  eiamiaed 
and  estimated,  and  that  it  would  lake  an  expert 
clerk  five  years  and  some  mouths  to  copy  iht 
papers.    It  is  notorious  that  seven-eighths  of  theae 
calls  are  made  by  Opposition  members,  and  that 
•iwo-thir\ls  of  the  documents  obtained  in  aosver 
are  scarcely  «ver  examined  even  by  the  membet 
making  the  call.    Who,  then,  are  most  responsible 
for  the  increaae  of  clerk  service,  and  for  theswoUen 
expenditures  of  Congress?    Why,  sir,  it  hai  taken 
four  hundred  reams  of  paper  to  envelope  three 
speeches  alone  of  the  Opposition,  besides  the  labor 
of  pages,  messeiigers,  superintendents,  d^.  infold- 
ing and  preparing  the  huge  mass  for  the  funk. 
I  allude  to  the  speech  ef  Mr.  Binnet,  of  Philadel- 
phia, at  the  panic  session  in  183i,  and  the  speechn 
of  a  distinguished  Senator  from  Massachosettj, 
[Mr.  Wkbstbjl,]  and  of  the  gentleman  from  Ohio, 
[Mr.  Bond,]  during  the  last  session.    Now,  sit,  I 
am  not  complaining  of  all  this;  but  are  the  fiieadt 
of  the  Admiaistratioa  to  be  charged  with  all  thii 
extravagance.    If  we   make   the  least  ^ow  of 
resistance  against  these  numerous  calls  oa  the  D^ 
parimenui,  we  are  instonlly  charged  by  fifty  voico 
with  an  attempt  to  suppress  iniormatioa  yhksh 
would  subject  us  to  exposure,  and  that  we  eviott  a 
disposition  to  remain  in  the  dark,  '*becai»e  oar 
deeds  are  evil.'^ 

Sir,  (said  Mr.  M.)  until  I  was  mpre  familiar  with 
the  manner  in  which  things  are  done  here,  I  vai 
at  a  loss  to  know  how  an  argument,  solely  for 
party  effect,  could  be  made  out,  with  all  the  plas- 
sibiliiy  of  truth,  giving  facts  and  figures,  and  qaot- 
ing  the  record  with  the  utmost  exactitude,  and  jet 
be  false  in  effect,  unfair,  and  unjust,  to  bodi  the 
Administration  and  the  people.    As  I  am  now  b^ 
gmning  to  understand  this  matter,  I  will  say  a 
word  in  relation  to  it,  that  the  people  may  be 
warned  to  be  on  their  guard,  and  to  examine  folly 
before  they  give  in  adhesion  their  belief,  as  it  is  not 
9YtTy  thing  that  shines  in  the  dark  that  is  fire  ia 
reality,  but  often  turas  out,  on  examination^iobe  ^ 
fox-fire,  or  something  else.    Well,  sir,  to  gireyon  • 
an  example :  a  plain,  honest  farmer  in  the  coanliy 
takes  up  a  speech,  made  in  Congress  by  some 
worthy  orthodox  high  priest  of  the  OpposiUon,  and 
he  reads  that  "the  expenditures  in  1828  amoanted 
to  113,296,041,  and  that  the  expenditure  of  1837 ii 
$39,164,000."    He  sees  that  the  latter  sum  is  duee 
times  the  amount  of  tlie  former,  and  as  the  speech 
is  replete  with  the  high  sounding  epithets  of  "cor- 
ruplion,*'  "extravagance,"  "wastefulness,"  "pnb- 
lie  plunderers,"  &c.— for  these  gentlemen  bare  a 
vein  of  great  richness  in  coining  such  terms-^ 
feels  himself  grow  indignant  at  the  manaer  in 
which  the  Administration  is  imposing  on  the  pob- 
lic.    Now  it  never  occurs  to  the  honeist  man,  AiJ . 
although  the  Whig  orator  is  telling  the  troth, he, 
omits  to  tell  the  whole  tmtb,  and  to  make  the  pio>^ 
per  explanations  required  by  candor  and  £ainfB>i| 
He  is  not  informed  that  the  expenditure  stated  for| 
1828  is  the  ordinary  and  current  expendiion  «| 
that  year,  and, that  the  amount  stated  for  1837  ii^ 
the  gross  expenditure,  including  all  sums,  ordiMiyi 
and  extraordinary,  and  several  millions  of  dolliw, 
besides.    He  is  not  told  that  the  whole  expcndiowt 
of  1828,  including  public  debt,  &c.  amounted  to, 
125,459,000;  and  that  in  the   stated  amount  ch 
pended  in  1837,  there  is  incladed  $5,610,404  of 
trust  funds  for  Indian  uibcs,  and  indemnities  i*^ 
covered  from  other  Govcmnaents  for  our  ownci 
zens,  and  which  are,  in  fact,  no  expenditure  at  i 
Nor  is  he  informed  that  the   excess  of  pensitios 
1837,  over  the  amount  of  pensions  in  1838i 
f  1  821,000,  and  that  thts  sum  is  increased  to  aboi| 
gl2,000,000  by  expenses  of  Florida  war,  iep»« 
menis  on  drawbacks  and  det>entares,  three  MdM 
per  cent,  funds  to  new  States,  and  invesuneats 
Indian  lands,  for  all  of  which  no  reasonable  i 

Uwill  hold  ^e  Administration  responsible.    Still 
16  he  told  of  the  necessary  apsnaentatioaxa  oar 
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peodimres  from  the  great  increase  ia  the  growth  of 
tbecoantry,  imd  ia  all  ihe  d^panments  of  basincss, 
besides  extraordinary  appropriations  for  improve- 
ments, fur  the  benefit  of  commerce,  exploring  ex- 
pedition, &c.  many  of  which  owe  their  paternity  to 
lite  Opposition  themi^elves. 
Nov,  sir,  (coDtinaed  Mr.  M.)  if  implicit  cre- 
'  dencc  be  given  by  the  people  to  the  oft  reiterated 
duirges  in  icference  to  the  late  defalcation^,  which 
bare  been  made  to  give  force  and  spirit  to  the  cease- 
less torren^  of  abuse  which  has,  wiihont  stint  or 
meicjibeen  poured  upon  the  Administration  from 
tbe  commencement  of  this  session  to  the  present 
time,  they  must  have  concluded  that  a  new  era  of 
corruption  and  waste  had  taken  place  in  the  histo- 
ry of  tbe  Government.    They  could  come  to  no 
other  conclnsion  than  that  little  or  no  money  was 
erer  lost  by  the  Government  until  General  Jackson 
was  calli^d  to  the  Presidency.    Surely   they  must 
hare  been  lost  in  wonder,  ay,  horror  struck,  at  the 
▼astefolness  and  prodtgaUty  of  that  incompetent 
and  reckless  functionary.    Still  more  must  they 
have  wendered  at  the  inconceivable  folly  of  advo- 
'  catiog  any  other  mode  of  keeping  safely  the  public 
moneys,  than  that.ef  permitting  the  bank  corpora- 
tions ot  the  country  to  keep  and  manage  all  our 
£oanciil  matters,  seeing  that  vrtrj  sensible  man 
most  know  that  speculators  are  more  to  be  trusted 
than  anybody  else.    Yes,  they  are  more  conside- 
rale  and  righteuos,  coming  up  even  to  the  scriptu- 
ral injanctions,  for  when  they  find  you  a  **^tranger" 
they  **take  you  in."  Imagine,  if  you  can,  such  an  in- 
teresting crisis  daring  this  supposed  painfdl  suspense 
in  tbe  public  mind,  and  think  of  the  cruelty  of  the 
genUeman  frona  Ohio,  [Mr.  Duncan,]  who  contuma- 
ciously andrudely,  without  introduction  or  welcome, 
comes  forward,  aimed,  too,  with  the  records  of  the 
Gk)vemmeat,  and,  without  prelude  or  apology,  tells 
(he  whole  story,  backed  by  the  record  by  which  the 
mist  is  dispelled,  and  every  thing  put  back  where 
it  was  before.     Yes,  he  had  the  audacity  to  affirm, 
and  to  prove  it,  also,  that  the  "losses  were  fewer, 
and  less  in  amount,  during  the  administration  of 
General  Jackson,  and  this  Admifiislration,  so  far 
as  it  bad  progressed,  by  more  than  one-half,  than 
the  average  losses  of  all  the  preceding  administra- 
tions, although  the  collections  and  disbursements 
were  more  than  double,  and  that  the  heaviest  losses 
sostained  by  both  the  late  and  present  Administra- 
tions, were  owing  to  the  failures  of  banks  and 
merchants.'' 

He  shewed  you  that  upwards  of  $6,000,000  bad 
been  lost  to  the  GK)vernment  by  banks  prior  to  Pre* 
ndent  Jackson's  term  of  service;  that  of  this 
amount  there  was  lost  by  depreciation  of  bank  pa- 
per, under  Mr.  Madison's  administration,  i5,000,- 
000;  that  |800,000  was  lost  by  banks  under  Mr. 
Monroe's,  |270,000  under  Mr.  Adams's,  and 
142,000  nader  General  Jackson's  administrations. 
This  statement  of  the  honorable  gentleman,  so  far 
from  being  extravagant,  is,  in  fact,  short  of  the  real 
amoaat  lost  on  this  account.  In  a  letter  »f  the 
Secretary'  to  an  honorable  Senator  in  the  other  end 
of  the  Capitol,  during  last  session,  in  answer  to  an. 
ioqaify  made  respecting  this  subject,  he  says,  in 
speaking  of  the  amount  lost  by  banks,  **that  near 
|1,676,000  stands  against  old  bank  depositories. 
ITie  loss  to  the  Treasury  by  taking  depreciated 
notes  in  1814,  '15,  '16  and  '17,  is  estimated  9X 
quite  |5,5OO,O00;  and  there  is  now  on  hand,  of 
each  notes  then  received,  and  never  paid  away  or 
collected,  about  |80,000  more."  He  also  speaks 
of  large  probable  losses  by  the  late  deposits  banks, 
iBcIa£ng  depreciation  of  their  paper. 

The  gentleman  from  Ohio  showed  you  that 
|]|^02d,000  had  been  lost  by  collectors  of  duties,  in- 
cluding msoshals  and  attorneys,  since  the  com- 
mencement of  the  Government;  sixty  thoosand  dol- 
lars of  which  only  was  lost  under  President  Jack* 
son. 

That  of  ^03,000  lost  by  receivers  for  public 
lands,  $200,000  occurred  since  G^eneral  Jackson 
eame  \n.\o  power,  which,  though  equal  in  amount 
10  what  was  lost  before,  is,  nevertheless,  one  hun- 
dred per  ceMt  less,  when  you  recur  to  the  fact,  that 
twice  as  mach  land  has  been  sold  since  the  fourth 
of  March,  1839,  aa  was  sold  previous  to  that 
dme* 
That  of  $6,500^000  lost  upon  meichants*  bonds. 


six  millions  were  lost  previous  to  the  fourth  of 
March,  1829,  and  that  of  the  remaining  $500,000, 
part  was  lost  upon  bonds  falling  due,  subsequent 
to  that  date,  but  which  were  execated  previous  tc 
that  time,  and  for  which  the  AdninistnUion  was 
not  responsible.  By  taming  to  Senate  document 
number  503,  yon  will  there  find  a  list  of  forfeited 
unpaid  duty  bonds,  to  the  number  of  many  thou- 
sand, with  the  name  of  each  ddinqnent,  and  the 
amount  lost  on  each  bond.  The  money  lost  on 
the  bonds  of  a  single  man,  [Edward  Thompson,] 
nearly  all  of  which  were  executed  in  1835,  after 
Mr.  Adams  came  into  power,  amounts  to  nearly 
$700,000.  I  do  not  mention  this  to  cast  any  re- 
flection on  his  Alministration,  which  may  not 
have  been  any  mere  to  blame  than  any  other  cre- 
ditor of  an  insolvent,  it  being  more  the  misfortune 
of  the  Government  than  the  fault  of  the  President. 
Yet  the  unreasonable  attempt  is  made  to  hold  the 
late  and  present  Administration  responsible  for  all 
such  cases.  The  whole  "sum  which  will  be  event- 
uallv  lost,"  on  these  bonds,  says  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  "will  not  vary  much  from  $6,500, 
000." 

It  seems  th^re  were  some  two  thousand  three 
hundred  defaultinj;  disbursing  officers  prior  to  the 
commencemeiit  of  President  Jackson's  first  term 
of  service,  and  some  forty  moce  during  his  Admi- 
nistration. That  by  these  officers  the  uoverameni 
lost  upwards  of  $4,1 00,000,  previous  to  the  above 
term,  and  about  $100,000  during  its  continuance. 
The  whole  amount  lo^t  since  1789,  is  upwards 
of  $18,000,000,  a  comparatively  small  portion  of 
which  was  lost  Hinder  General  Jackson's  Adminis- 
tration. With  all  these  facts  staring  us  full  in  the 
face,  let  me  now  ask  yon,  sir,  what  becomes  of  the 
question  asked  by  my  colleague  [Mr.  UNDsawooDj 
the  other  day — why  was  it,  that  as  honest  men 
could  not  be,  or  were  not,  selected  during  the  last  and 
present  Administrations^  to^fiU  the  Government  offi- 
ces, as  did  fill  them  under  the  former  Administra- 
tions— a  question,  sir,  which  he  asked  with  great 
apparent  confidence,  and  as  readily  answered  it 
himself  with  great  felicity  and  self  complacency, 
for  which  all  know  ny  able  and  worthy  colleague, 
whom  I  much  ef tetm,  is  very  remarkable?  Why 
was  it  that  my  colleague  a&ked  such  a  question, 
when  it  was  not  passible  for  it  to  be  sustained  by 
facts?  It  was,  sir,  because  the  Ytry  great  and  nu- 
merous labors  of  that  gentleman  had  prevented  him 
from  looking  into  the  facts,  and'  he  was  like  many 
others,  led  away  by  the  cry  of  fiif^,  fire,  when 
there  was  no  fire.  Sir,  I  am  only  astonished,  as 
every  unbiased  man  must  be,  on  examination  of 
the  facts,  that  the  amount  of  money  lost  since  the 
commeiM^ment  of  the  first  term  of  President  Jack- 
son is  not  much  greater.  Certalnljr  the  hazards 
and  responsibilities  of  his  Administration  were 
much  greater  than  those  of  previons  Administra- 
tionsj  The  unparalleled  ex  tension  of  our  territo- 
ry, and  the  immense  quantity  of  public  lands 
brought  into  market,  greatly  maltipUed  tbe  number 
of  rsoeivers  and  other  oflkers.  Thesame  is  true  in 
reference  to  officers  of  the  customs.  The  nnparai* 
leled  increase  of  our  tonnage,  from  one  to  two  mil- 
lions in  nine  years,  is  proof  of  this.  But  the  ^great 
increase  in  the  amount  of  money  which  has  pass- 
ed through  the  hands  of  our  officers  is  conclusive. 
The  largest  smount  of  money  received  for  public 
lands,  during  any  one  year  of  Mr.  Adams's  ad- 
ministration, is  $1,495,845.  The  amount  received 
on  the  same  account  in  1836,  is  $94,877,179.  The 
largest  amount  of  revenue  received  any  one  year 
preceding  ldS9,  is  $24,844,000.  The  amonnt  re- 
ceived in  1836,  is  $50,826,000.  Add  to  this  the 
unheard  of  increase  of  bank  note  circulation,  which 
rose  to  $140,000,000,  the  Urge  amount  of  public 
money  en  hand,  which  was  at  one  time  upwards 
of  $50,000,000,  the  general  extravagance  and 
wastefulness  which  pervaded  every  section  of  the 
country,  and  ev^ry  rank  of  society,  and  the  mad- 
ness of  speculation  with  which  the  times  were  omi- 
nous, and  what  living,  honest,  unbiased  man,  is 
not  surprised  that  the  loss  of  public  money  falls 
so  far  short  of  corresponding  losaas  in  preceding 
years. ' 

By  tbe  leperai  suspensi<m  of  specie  pajments 
many  public  officers  became  defaultezs  to  the  Go- 
Temveat  for  the  time  being^   The  bu)a  to  ilie 


amount  of  more  than  $20,000,000.  Th^  Govern- 
ment had  to  give  them  time,  in  consequence  of 
which  the  ultimate  payment  of  most  of  the  money 
was  secured.  The  respective  sums  due  by  most  of 
the  defaulting  officers  have  also  been  secured. 
Tbe  defalcations  were  not  such  as  ordinarily  occur. 
They  were  the  unavoidable  ofispring  of  the  unusu- 
al and  extraordinary  times  that  produced  them. 

This  must  be  clear  to  every  discriminating  mind 
that  is  not  blinded  by  prejifdice.  The  general  re- 
vulsion was  an  untoward  and  unprecedented  storm, 
which  upset  the  who.'e  monetary  system,  which 
carried  with  it  in  its  fall  "the  beggar  and  the  king," 
the  citizen  and  the  corporation.  None  Were  exempt, 
whether  natural  or  artificial  persons.  Even  the 
Government  had  to  share  in  the  general  discom- 
fiture, which  was  deep  and  wide  as  the  commerce 
of  the  world.  Amid  the  disasters  of  the  times, 
which  spared  neither  the  Government,  the  banks, 
or  the  people,  were  all  the  numerous  collecting,  r€« 
ceiving  and  disburbing  officers  of  the  Government 
to  cfcapf?  Who  expected  that  such  would  be  the 
case?  Nobody.  If  nor,  does  it  furnish  any  evi- 
dence of  dishonesty  or  corrcption  in  the  Adminis- 
tration? Certainly  not.  Where,  then,  is  the  sooth- 
ing voice  of  charily,  even  of  justice,  that  would  not" 
visit  the  penalties  of  guilt  npon  tbe  innocent?  Alas! 
for  our  blindness  to  our  frailties!  We  forget  to 
'^fir^t  cast  the  beam  out  of  our  own  eye,"  that 
we  may  ''see  clearly  to  cast  the  mote  out  of  our 
brother's." 

But  when  the  general  consternation  occasioned 
by  tbe  suspension  passed  by,  and  cq^fidence  re- 
sumed her  wonted  plhce  in  the  community,  all  in- 
terests began  to  right  4heraselves.  Tbe  defaulting 
banks  secured  most  of  their  balances,  and  so  did 
most  receivers  and  collectors.  There  had  been  lit- 
tle destruction  of  means.  A  suspension  of  busi- 
ness constituted  the  general  affliction,  which  passed 
away  upon  the  resumption  which  followed;  and 
although  gentlemen  have  told  us,  day  after  day, 
about  the  large  amounts  lost  by  Linn,  Spencer, 
Harris  and  Boyd,  receive^  of  public  moneys,  and 
Reckless,  a  collector,  yet  it  seems  that  ultimate  col- 
lee  ions  for  the  balances  against  them  will  be  made. 
Reckless,  i^  seems,  was  properly  no  defaulter,  but 
finding  there  was  a  balance  against  him  of  some 
thirty  or  fifty  dollars,  hf  paid  the  money.  As  to 
thectndilion  of  the  la). mces  against  the  four  re- 
eeivers,  the  following  note  from  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  to  the  ^^ntleman  from  Ohio  [Mr. 
Ddncan]  will  show: 

Trbasl-bv  Dhpatment,  Dec.  31,  1838. 

Sik:  In  tnswcrto  your  loi  .  »•  liic  ifc>th  inst.  I  would  ob- 
ierve,th8t  In  the  dociiratnt  N  ill,  >ent  to  the  House  of  Re- 
preaentaiivee  in  Jamais  last,  Mr.  Harris,  the  receiver  in  note 
No.  48  on  pa^e  39,  i&  utated  to  have  paid  part  of  hia  balance, 
and  the  remainder  to  be  t;e\\  secured. 

In  Mr.  Bond's  ca«e,  it  i»  u.iders.oodihat  the  balance  is  well 
secured  and  in  .the  coun-o  ot'  collection.  Such  is  preaumed  to 
be  the  twlancc  ueainst  Linn,  it  being  in  suit,  and  one  of  the 
sureties  of  tbe  latier  being  Governor  Duncan,  of  Illinois.  He  was 
nut  ill  default  when  reappohited. 

These  officers  were  all  dismiHsed,  or  they  resigned,  as  soon  as  - 
the  balances  againfltthem,  appearing  in  the  current  returns, 
were  not  paid  over  as  directed,  or  Baiiafactory  reasons  not  given 
for  postponement. 

Spencer  is  not,  and  never  bar  been,  a  defaulter  on  the  boolw, 
to  my  knowledge.    lie  once  delayed  making  a  depoeite,  from 
badness  of  the  roads,  but  it  was  made  as  soon  as  they  became 
passable.       I  am,  very  lespcctfaUy,  your  obedient  servant, 
LEVI  WOODBURY. 
Hon.  A.  Duncan,  Ilouse  of  Representatives. 

The  defalcation  of  Mr.  Swart\Krout  for  nearly  one 
and  a  quarter  millions  of  dollars  has  not  heen  cm- 
braced  in  the  foregoing  views.  According  to  the 
report  of  the  First  Comptroller  and  Solicitor  of  the 
Treasury,  this  defalcation  commenced  and  "in- 
creased gradually  from  the  first  quarter  of  1830  to 
the  end  of  the  first  quarter  of  1838,  when  his  ofll- 
*cial  term  expired."  The  message  of  the  President 
at  the  commencement  of  this  session  informed  lis 
that  "a  chai.ge  in  the  office  of  colUctor  at  one  of 
our  principal  porta  (New  York)  has.  brought  to 
light  a  defalcation  of  the  gravest  character."  This 
enormous  defaulter  appears  to  have  escaped  suspi- 
cion during  his  whole  term  of  .service,  and  until 
discovered  by  his  successor,  Mr.  Hoyt,  whose  great 
vigilance  in  this  matter,  says  the  National  Intelli- 
gencer, entitles  him  to  great  credit.  This  defalca- 
tion has  been  the  subject  of  great  abase  in  this 
House,  as  though  the  fate  of  the  Administration 
depended  upon  it.  And|here,  again,  tl)e  credit  part 
of  the  account  is  not  given.    The  people  aro  left  to 


154 


APPENDIX  TO  THE  CON^-RESSIONAL  6L0B£* 


Jan.  IE89. 


25th  Cong Sd  Si&is. 


Presidmi^s  Message — Mr*  Crary. 


H  of  tfepg. 


infer  that  the  money  is  all  lQ5t  The  First  Comp- 
troller and  Solicitor  of  the  Treasury,  in  the  report 
referred  to,  inform  as  that  they  "have  every  reason 
to  believe  that  the  secarity  of  Mr.  Swartwoufs  offi- 
cial bond  is  amply  Aafficient  for  iu  amount." 
Again  I  the  Solicitor  says: 

*'On  examining  the  Icuer  of  attorney  from  Mr.  Swartwout  to 
Mr.  Ogdan,  I  found  that  it  conferred  on  the  latter  the  fulteet 
agency.  He  waa  entirely  impreeeed  with  the  propriety  of  adopt- 
ing, ander  it,  euch  meaaures  for  the  eecurity  of  the  United 
Hiatee  as  were  in  his  power.  He  has  paid  over  to  me  930^000 
in  cash,"  Ac.  ^*Mr.  Ogden  has  also  executed,  as  the  attorney 
of  Mr.  Swajtwout,  three  mortgages  of  all  his  property  in  the 
t«tates  of  New  Yo  k,  New  Jersey  and  Maryland.''  'These 
mortgagee  include  the  house  and  lots  in  this  city,  the  large  and 
valuable  meadow  property  at  Hoboken,  and  the  interest  in  the 
coal  lands  at  Cumberland.  As  to  their  value,  I  have  no  means 
offorming  an  opinion,  but  it  is  rated  by  Mr.  Ogdea  at  a  very 
large  amount." 

These  extracts  show  that  the  large  amount  for 
which  Mr.  Swartwout  is  in  defaalt,  is  not  all  lost. 
That  all  can  ever  be  obtained,  is  not  to  be  expect- 
ed. The  evidence  here  given,  nevertheless,  leaves 
bai  little  donbt  that  a  large  portion  of  it  is  secure. 

I  have  no  apology  (said  Mr.  M.)  to  make  for 
defaulters.  The  bitter  denunciations  against  them 
are  no  doubt  merited;  and  they  shall  have  no  com- 
miseration from  me.  But  surely  gentlemen  cannot 
be  so  blind  as  not  to  sec  that  it  is  utterly  impossible 
for  them  to  mas e  up  a  great  party  issue  on  this 
point  with  the  friends  of  the  Administration.  It  is 
too  plain  that  such  an  issue  would  be  false,  and  fo. 
reign  to  the'great  points  in  contest  between  the  two 
great  political  parties.  No!  it  is  rather  a  dernier 
resort — a  forlorn  hope — which,  though  precarious, 
is  all  ihat^i  left  to  lay  hold  of,  aAcr  being  foiled  at 
every  other  point.  Every  other  subject  which  could 
be  pressed  into  service,  has  been  used  to  alarm  and 
fris^hten  the  people,  heretofore,  and  this  one  must 
subserve  the  purposes  of  the  present  occasion. 
Qenilemen,  however,  have  rung  the  alarm  bell  so 
often  heretofore,  when  no  injury  followed,  and  no 
well  founded  signs  of  danger  were  discoverable,  that 
they  would  now  find  some  difficulty  ia  exciting  the 
public  fears,  even  if  there  were  now  cause  of  alarm 
in  very  deed.  But  there  is  none  on  this,  any  more 
than  on  former  occasions,  either  to  alarm  or  endan- 
ger the  cause  of  that  party  whose  cause  is  the  peo- 
ple's, and  who  have  been  struggling  to  preserve  and 
inculcate,  by  the  merit,  of  its  pretensions,  the  only 
true  political  principles  upon  which  this  Govern- 
meni  ever  can  successfully,  or,  in  my  humble  opi- 
nion, ever  ought,  to  be  administered.  It  is  cer- 
tainly cause  of  regret  that  defalcations  should  take 
place  at  any  time;  but  svrely  the  misconduct  of  a 
subordinate  officer  furnishes  no  more  reason  for  op- 
posing the  Administration,  than  for  opposing  the 
Government  itself,  of  which  he  has  shown  himself 
an  unworthy  member.  The  defection  of  a  public 
officer  cannot,  and  ought  not,  to  contaminate  the 
cause  of  an  Administration  which  gave  him  em- 
ploy. The  apostacy  of  Judas  Iscariot  could  not 
be  urged  as  an  objection  to  the  cause  of  the  Re- 
deemer, or  cast  any  obloquy  upon  his  former  asso- 
ciates. The>  vile  conduct  of  an  unworthy  mem- 
ber of  the  church  C3uld  not  blacken  or  disparage 
the  cause  of  truth  and  religion.  What  friend  of 
his  country  would  have  affirmed,  during  the  most 
eventful  crisis  of  our  history,  that  the  cause  uf 
Washington  and  his  compatriots  was  dishonored  by 
the  treachery  ef  Arnold?  Yet  such  are  the  unrea- 
sonable conclusions  to  which  gentlemen  must  ar- 
rive, from  the  positions  they  assume,  and  the  argu- 
ments they  advance. 

Nor  can  the  charges  here  fulminated,  militate 
against  the  fair  standing  of  the  public  functionaries 
at  the  head  of  the  Grovemment,  unless  it  can  be 
shown  that  they  connived  at  the  alleged  delinquen- 
cies. But  this  cannot  be  pretended,  with  any  sem> 
blance  of  justice.  I  am  aware  that  through  "life's 
devious  course,"  it  is  much  easier  to  find  fault  than 
to  escape  error.  But  th^  conduct  of  the  Executive 
and  his  much  abused  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  so 
far  as  any  corrupt  motive  or  criminal  delinquency 
is  concerned,  will  survive  unscathed  the  severest 
scrutiny.  Not  a  blot  will  be  left  to  obscure  the 
unimpeachable  brightness  of  their  escutcheon. 
Why,  then,  is  so  much  of  the  time  of  this  House, 
so  precious  to  the  nation,  and  so  costly  to  the  peo- 
ple, employed  in  denunciation  and  invective?  I 
will  tell  yon,  sir,  (said  Mr.  M.)  It  is  to  keep  up 
the  late  aUums  with  which  the  i^ple  were  so  dolo- 


rously saluted  from  this  hall.  It  is  to  let  down  the 
tail  of  the  late  panic  by  a  gradual  process,  or  it  is, 
if  possible,  to  reanimate  and  form  again  the  broken 
phalanx,  the*  flying  lemons  of  the  Opposition,  and 
bring  them  again  to-  the  charge  upon  some  point 
more  vulnerable  -  than  they  have  heretofore  at- 
tacked. Abdve  all,  it  is  to  divert  the  attention  of 
the  people  from  the  true  principles  in  contest  be- 
tween (ke  contending  parties,  and  to  form  with  the 
Administration  an  immaterial  and  false  issue,  upon 
which  to  put  themselves  for  trial  upon  the  country. 
Suppose  we  go  to  trial  upon  these  charges  in  refe- 
rence to  the  late  defalcations.  Do  the  Opposition 
hazard  any  thing  in  such  a  trial?  If  they  fail  in 
obtaining  a  verdict  on  their  charges  against  the  Ad- 
ministration, they  lose  nothing:  no  decision  is  given 
against  their  political  principles.  If  they  succeed, 
on  their  charges,  the  Administration  lases  all.  Can 
the  great  principles  for  which  we  contend  be  de- 
pendent upon  the  merit  or  demerit,  the  fidelity  or 
delinquency  of  a  collector  of  customs  or  a  receiver 
for  public  lands?  The  people  are  competent  to  an- 
swer such  a  question. 

An  apparent  determination  on  the  part  of  the 
Opposition  to  obstruct  the  public  bnsineis,  has  been 
one  order  of  battle- since  the  commencement  of  the 
present  Congress.  This  floor  has  been  the  almost 
daily  stage  from  which  gentlemen  address  their 
constituents  for  the  purpose  of  arousing  party  pre- 
judices. Much  zeal  has  heen  manifested  on  former 
occasions  to  thwart  the  necessary  measures  of  le- 
gislation with  the  view  of  leaving  the  public  ser- 
vice unprovided  for.  Nor  has  the  national  honor 
or  national  safety  furnished  any  security  against 
these  partisan  attacks,  the  heaviest  blows  being 
often  levelled  against  the  character  of  the  nation 
when  it  was  supposed  the  character  of  the  Admi- 
nistration could  be  reached  thereby.  And  although 
designed  exclusively  for  the  transaction  of  the  pub- 
lic business,  this  House  must  be  the  place,  and 
each  session  the  time,  to  fight  over  the  party  con- 
flict. We  meet,  sir,  not  to  transact  ibe  public 
business,  but  to  embarrass  it.  Not  to  provide  for 
the  public  service,  but  to  cripple  and  break  it  down. 
Not  to  redeem  the  public  faith,  but  to  violate  it. 
Not  to  strengthen  the  public  confidence,  but  to 
wake  up  dormant  and  imaginary  5;uspicions.  Not 
to  maintain  the  national  honor,  but,  if  possible,  to 
disgrace  the  Administration.  We  make  speeches, 
not  to  allay  party  excitement,  but  to  fan  its  de- 
vouring flame.  Not  to  enlighten  the  public  mind, 
but  to  '^darken  counsel"  and  bewilder  the  judg- 
ment. Why,  sir,  could  the  people  be  here  from 
the  distant  comers  of  this  wide  extended  Republic, 
and  see  us 

**PIay  such  fantastic  triclcs 
Bsforahigh  lioaven«" 
they  would  cry,  **Shame !  shame  I  Is  there  no 
American  blood  tosufl^nse  the  cheek  with  the  crim- 
son blush?  Is  there  no  patriotic  spirit  to  prompt  to 
nobler  action?  These  walls  were  not  made  to^eho 
the  jarring  sounds  of  discord.  This  hall  waa  not 
constructed  to  be  desecrated  with  mert  party 
oblations." 


SPEECH  OF  MR.  CRARY, 
Of  Michigan, 

In  the  House  of  RfpresenlativeSt  January  30)  1839 — 
On  the  motion  to  reffr  the  various  topics  em- 
braced in  the  President's  Annual  Message  to  the 
appropriate  committees. 

The  House  being  in  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
Mr.  Adams  in  the  Chair- 
Mr.  CRARY  rose  and  said: 
Mr.  Chairman:  As  the  committee  have  disposed 
of  the  most  important  resolutions  growing  out  of 
the  message  of  the  President,  I  hope  they  will  in- 
dulge me  in  a  reply  to  the  remarks  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Mason,]  who  has  just  taken 
his  seat,  and  also  to  those  of  the  gentleman  from 
Tennessee,  [Mr.  Bell,]  who  occupied  the  floor 
some  days  since. 

If  my  memory  serves  me,  the  gentleman  from 
Ohio  has  assumed  very  different  ground  in  regard 
to  the  Supreme  Court,  from  that  occupied  by  him 
some  three  years  ago.  He  then  considered  this 
court  an  ifflproper  thbanal  to  decide  the  giaye  and 


highly  important  question  between  his  own  'Stite 
and  that  which  I  have  the  honor  to  represent  on 
this  floor.  The  court  then  had  none  of  that  holy 
infallibility  now  claimed  for  it.  It  was  tooioa;. 
nificant  a  body  to  sit  in  jadgment  upon  the  dains 
of  a  sovereign  State.  Congress  must  decide  the 
question;  and  Congress  did  decide  it,  with  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ohio  acting  as  one  of  the  jntlges. 
This,  however,  was  only  a  temporary  alienation  of 
mmd  from  the  object  of  his  affections.  With  that 
decision,  he  returns  again  to  the  embraces  of  his 
early  love.  The  court  is  once  more  resiortd  to 
favor,  and  looked  upon  "as  the  only  stay  and  sup- 
port of  ourinsiiiution«,*^  as  the  only  branch  of  the 
Government  to  which  we  "can  safely  trust  the  exer- 
cise of  power."  In  the  opinion  of  the  gentlemao, 
we  ought  not  hereafter  *Mo  go  to  the  While  House 
to  learn  constitutional  law,"  or  either  hall  of  Con- 
gress,  but  to  the  purlieus  of  the  Supreme  Coort. 
There  we  can  bear  the  response  of  the  omelet, 
and  see  the  priests  of  the  Constitution  ermined  • 
with  black  gowns,  and  fixing,  by  their  fiat,  the  des- 
tinies of  nations.  Verily,  Ephraim  is  joined  to 
bis  idols. 

I  could  not  agree  with  the  gentleman  oa  the  oc- 
casion alluded  to,  and  I  cannot  agree  with  him 
now.  So  far  from  considering  the  Supreme  Coon 
**free  from  political  bias,"  I  have  long  been  in  the 
habit  of  looking  upon  it  as  a  political  body.  Its 
very  organization,  the  habits  of  the  mta  who  sit 
there  in  jadgment,  the  nature  of  the  cases  which 
come  before  it,  all  tend  to  give  it  a  political  cha- 
racter. A'  majority  of  the  court  has  at  all  times 
been  made  up  of  men  claiming  the  rank  of  states- 
men. It  is  their  delight  and  glory  to  pass  upon  the 
liberties  and  immunities  of  sovereign  States;  to 
bring  before  them  the  acts  of  ministers  and  gover- 
nors and  presidents;  to  sit  in  judgment  on  the  pow- 
ers of  corporations,  the  vab'dity  of  contracts,  the 
rights  of  war,  the  nature  of  treaties,  and,  in  fine, 
upon  the  very  existence  of  nations,  lliese  high 
powers  cannot  he  exercised  without  calling  foil 
political  feelings  and  party  predilecuons.  They 
necessarily  make  the  court  a  political  body,  and  of 
the  very  worst  character  for  a  Republic  Hm 
members  cannot  easily  be  removed  for  abuse  of 
oflice;  they  cannot  be  operated  upon  by  the 
healthy  influence  of  a  sound  public  opinien;  they 
wear  their  ermine  during  "good  behavior,"  which, 
being  interpreted,  means  till  death.  And  this  is 
not  all.  As  soon  as  they  are  transferre^l  to  the 
bench  they  apply  themselves  to  the  study  of  British 
aw  and  British  precedents,  and  administer  this 
|aw  and  these  precedents  as  though  they  were  the 
rich  first  fVuits  of  the  seeds  of  our  institutions.  The 
Supreme  Court  is  the  stationary  political  branch  o{ 
the  Gtovemment;  and  if  it  would  have  the  noiversai 
veneration  of  the  people  of  this  country,  it  must«« 
to  it  that* it  no  longer  adopts  the  exploded  maiioi 
ot  the  law,  ^^thai  U  it  the  pari  qfa  goodjui%e  f  enr 
Jorge  hu  jurisdiciion» 

The  gentleman  from  Ohio  may  sneer  at  tht 
"constitutional  law  of  the  White  House,"  yet  many 
a  comet  decision  has  been  made  there.  The  one 
first  alluded  to  by  him  has  ever  met  my  approba- 
tion. Never  were  words  more  fitly  spoken.  The 
President  should  interpret  the  Constitution  as  be 
understands  it,  and  so  should  every  member  of  this 
House.  This  we  are  sworn  to  do  when  we  take 
our  seats  on  this  floor;  and  this  the  President  is 
sworn  to  do  in  the  words  ef  the  Constitntioo  itself. 
The  language  to  which  exception  is  taken,  vas 
used  by  General  Jackson  in  bis  Bank  Veto  Me^ 
sage  of  the  iOth  of  July,  IS'SU.  Here  it  is: 
*1f  the  opinion  of  Uie  Supreme  Coun  covered  die  «fa«ti 
of  mie  act,  it  ought  not  to  cootrol  the  co-ordifiete  M\k> 


giound 
ritiesol 
the  cou! 


rities  of  this  Goveromeiit.     The  Oon^me,  (he  JBzecutift^  tti 

»urL  a  ^  ,  _ 

njon  of  toe  Coiietltudon.    Each  public  olficar,  who  takn  n 


must  each  for  iHelf  be 


ngwtm,  til 
e  fuided 


bgr  iia  own  opi* 


oath  to  support  the  Conetltutioo,  aweara  that  he  irili  Mppoit  K 
*  as  he.  underatandfl  it,  and  tuK  a£  it  is  understood  bj  otbeia  It  ■ 
as  much  the  duty  of  the  Houae  of  RepreseniatiTe^  of  ihsS» 
nate,  and  of  the  President,  to  decide  upoa  the  consdtatioaaUtjof 
any  bill  or  resolution  which  may  tw  pveaenied  to  them  forpM* 
sage  or'approTal,  as  it  is  of  the  supreme  judges^'wlMii  it  na/  b» 
brought  iierore  them  for  judicial  decijiion.  The  opinioD  of  ikt 
judges  has  no  mere  authority  nver  Confreaa  than  ibao|mMa 
of  Congtess  has  over  the  juc^es,  and  on  that  point  the  FnaUmt 
£b  independent  of  both.  The  authority  of  the  Sapcems  Cma 
must  nut,  therefore,  be  permitted  to  control  the  Cooaiaasor  At 
Ezeeutiye  when  acting  in  Uielr  legiidfttJTe  capaciiy^wtto  han 
only  such  influence  as  the  foice  of  thoir  Toamitm^  maj  it 
aerve." 

AdmitciBg  the  jSuprenie  Court  to  Jutve  deoiM 
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the  Bank  to  be  conscitatiooal,  was  not  tbe  Presideat 
josiified  io  osing  these  very  wordtsi  A  bill  was  l)e- 
fore  biffl  forsigaamrejhecoiisidereditsprovisioDsa 
violation  ef  the  ConstitatioD,  and  he  refused  to  sign 
jL  Did  he  violate  the  Constitationi  Shodd  be 
have  consulted  the  Sapreme  Coart  or  any  of  the 
decisions  of  iha:  court?  This  was  no  part  of  his 
duty.  If  be  believed  ^se  bill  to  be  nnconstitntionat, 
it  was  bis  privilege  to  sa/  so,  and  "retam  it  with 
his  objections  to  the  House  in  which  it  originated.'* 
Tbe  geitleman  from  Ohio  thinks  the  late  Presi- 
dent claimed  tbe  exercise  of  a  high  handed  respon- 
sibtlity  in  an  nnofticial  communication  to  his  cabi- 
net in  1833,  when  the  proposition  was  before  iheni 
for  a  change  of  the  deposites.  I  have  often  read  I 
o?er  that  oommunicat ion,  but  never  discovered  in 
it  any  expressions  desarving  of  censure.  There  is 
matter  for  grave  and  seiious  r^fleclion.  Some  of 
the  language  is  eracular.  It  foretells  the  evils  that 
have  befallen  us  by  rea5:on  of  the  connection  be- 
tween bank  and  State.  The  President  said  that  tbe 
banking  power  of  the  country  ought  to  be  entirely 
feparated  from  the  p<Mrical  power.  Time  has  ve- 
rified bis  opmioDS.  We  are  already  engaged  in 
tbe  warfare  of  separation:  we  may  not  succeed  im- 
mediately, but  we  shall  not  fail,  for  tbe  people  have 
willed  it,  and  "  too  often  have  they  gained  the  vic- 
tory in  darker  days  than  these,  anid  with  feebler 
fopcet  than  they  now  have  at  their  command,  to 
despair,  or  bate  a  jot  of  heart  or  hope."  But,  sir, 
let  ttshave  the  language  of  the  President' on  that 
occasion: 

*tiM  one  of  the  mnm,  ■erioiu  obieetioas  to  tbe  Bank  of  tba 
llDiiol  9ttt«a  is  ibe  power  wrdch  it  conceutnueiL  care  mufLlie 
taken,  In  fiftdiDg  other  agents  for  the  service  or  the  Treaeur]r, 
wn  to  nise  up  anottier  power  equally  formidable.  Although  it 
wottid  proliably  be  inipoaeible  \o  produce  such  a  reeuli  by  any 
ocnouatioD  of  the  Stale  banks  which  could  be  deviae<^  yet  ft 
tidesinible  to  avoid  even  the  appearance.  To  thre  end,  it 
vtwid  be  expedient  to  BMume  no  more  power  orer  them,  aad 
ioterfere  no  more  in  their  aSain,  than  might  be  absolutely  na 
cnnry  to  the  securiiT  of  tbe  public  depositee,  and  the  faithful 
ptrformsDce  of  these  auties  as  agents  of  the  Treasury.  Any  in- 
urfeieoce  ferr  them  in  the  political  contaala  of  the  country,  with 
a  rww  to  influence  elections,  ought,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Presi- 
dent, to  be  followed  by  an  immediate  discharge  from  the  public 
lerrice. 

';h  is  tbe  desiie  of  the  President  that  the  control  of  the  banks 
and  the  currency  shall,  as  far  as  possible,  be  entirely  sepalmted 
from  tbe  political  power  of  the  country,  as  well  as  wrested 
fttMB  an  toAitution  which  has  already  attempted  to  subject  the 
Gareroment  to  ita  will.  In  his  opinion,  the  action  of  the  Gene- 
ral  Government  on  thts  subject  ought  not  to  extend  beyond  the 
grant  la  the  Constitmion,  which  only  authorizes  Congress  Ho 
cwi  money  and  regulate  the  value  thereof;'  all  else  belongs  to 
(OS  8(ateB  and  the  people,  and  must  be  regulated  by  public 
opu)ioa  and  the  interests  of  trade." 

'"Viewing  it  as  a  qae»tion  of  transcendant  importance,  both 
10  tho  principles  and  consequences  it  involves,  the  President 
coold  not,  injustice  to  the  responsibility  which  he  owes  to  the 
country,  refrain  from  pressing  upon  the  3eereuiry  of  the  Trea- 
sury his  view  of  tha  coosideraiieiM  which  impel  to  immediate 
actioiL  Upon  him  has  been  devolved,  by  the  Ckmatitution  and 
th«  naflragee  of  the  American  people^the  duty  of  soperintend- 
>og  ^he  operation  of  the  Executive  Departmeols  of  the  Go- 
vvnmeot,  and  seeing  that  the  Uws  are  faithfully  executed.  In 
w  performance  of  inis  high  trust,  it  is  his  undoubted  right  to 
express  to  those  whom  the  laws  and  his  own  choice  have  made 
his  ssBociates  in  the  »UninlstraUon  of  tha  GoTerament,  his  opi- 
ntOQs  of  their  duties  under  cbrcumsiaDces  as  they  arise.  It  is 
ihjsrgbt  whtch  he  now  exercises." 


"lu  rsspoosibOinr  has  been  awenmed,  after  the  most  OMturs 
dsiibetaUon  and  reflection,  as  necessary  u>  preserve  the  morals 
orilie  people,  the  freedom  of  the  press  and  the  purity  of  the 
elective  franchise;  without  which,  all  will  unite  in  saying  that 
tbe  blood  and  treasure  expended  tnr  oor  forafathers  in  the  esu- 
bbshoieaiof  our  happy  system  of  Oovecnmeni  will  have  been 
ftin  and  fraitless." 

Here  is  the  whole  of  the  responsibility  claimed 
by  the  President.  Does  it  exceed  the  limit  of  power 
ronferred  in  the  words  of  the  Constitationi    Does 
it  transgress    that   claase  which   says   that  'Hi? 
shall  take  care  that  the  laws  be  faithfally  rxe-* 
enred'*?    No,  sir.    The  Constitution  was  not  vio- 
lated; and  it  was  no  such  cause  that  made  the  wel* 
km  ring  with  the  cry  of  tyranny.    It  was  the  oeea- 
fitoQ  on  which  the  language  was  uttered,  and  the 
object  against  which  the  responsibility  claimed  was 
uereised,  that  constituted  the  never  to  be  forg:iven 
olTenoe.     It  struck  a  blow  at  tbe  fair  prospects  of  a 
great  and  powerful  party  in  the  country.    It  took 
fromlhi-m  their  means  of  contaminating  *'the  mo- 
rals of  the  people,"  destroying  "the  freedom  of  the 
.  press,"  and  corrupting  **ihe  nuriiy  of  the  elective 
franchise."  Hcnoe  their  persecuting  cr?  of  tyranny, 
of  a  violation  of  the  Constitution.    But  the  Presi- 
dent assumed  the  responsibility,  and  the  effects  of 
it  will  be  felt  antU  the  visions  of  the  friends  of  our 
iustitations  are  realized,  and  the  prayers  of  the  pbt- 
laaduopiflt  aie  Iward  aad  aaavetod. 


Mr.  Chairman,  I  come  now  io  the  remarks  of 
the  gentleman  froqa  Tennessee,  [Mr.  Bbll.]  That 
gentleman  occupies  too  distinguished  a  position  on 
this  floor  not  to  receive  an  occasional  attention.  He 
is  one  of  the  field  marshals  of  the  grand  army  of 
opposition,  and  can,  on  an  emergency,  bring  into 
the  field  more  than  the  forces  uf  a  single  State. 
Followinsr  the  example  of  generals  in  a  different 
service,  he  seldom  shows  himself  in  the  thickest  of 
the  fight,  unless  it  be  necessary  to  turn  a  flank  or 
storm  a  redoubt.  At  other  times  he  takes  up  a 
commanding  position  in  the  rear  of  his  forces, 
where  he  can  readily  be  consulted  by  his  numerous 
aids-de-camp. 

Tne  gentleman  from  Tennessee  has  made  war 
upon  the  message,  because  it  alludes  to  a  probable 
danger  to  our  institutions  from  the  '^anii-Republi- 
can  tendencies  of  associated  wealth."  He  thinks 
thes^  tendencies  are  not  as  great  or  as  dangerous 
*^  as  the  tendency  of  power  to  accumulate  in  this 
hands  of  one  man."  None  but  a  mind  corroded 
by  ambition  and  sore  disappointment  could  have 
dreamed  of  such  a  tendency  to  power  at  the  pre- 
sent time.  It  is  setting  in  the  very  opposite  direction, 
as  1  shall  by-and-by  have  occasion  to  show.  Thus 
much  cannot  be  said  of  the  tendency  of  associated 
wealth.  The  most  casual  observer  must  have 
seen  its  anti-Republican  character.  You  can- 
not go  into  a  city  of  the  Union,  where 
yon  will  not  discover  its  all  p^'rvading  in- 
fluence. Corporate  powers  have  been  granted  for 
such  a  multiplicity  of  objects,  that  the  rights  of 
the  individual  are  fast  sinking  into  insi^nilicance. 
Even  here,  where  the  influence  of  the^ie  associations 
should  be  felt  the  least,  with  what  facility  do 
ihey  accomplish  their  seifl'h  purposes.  If  they 
become  defaulters  to  the  Government,  a  law  is 
immediately  passed  to  extend  to  them  lenity;  but  if 
an  individual  uses  your  money,  there  are  no  epi- 
thets of  reptoach  that  you  will  not  heap  upon  him, 
no  punishment  that  yon  do  not  think  he  richly  de- 
serves. If  a  company  $send  in  a  petition  for  a 
drawback  on  iron  to  be  used  in  the  construction  of 
a  railroad,  the  Committee  on  Manufactures  give  a 
favorable  answer  to  the  prayer,  and  the  bill  goes 
through  the  House  with  scarcely  a  dissentient  voice. 
But  let  an  individual  apply  fur  such  drawback  on 
the  material  to  be  manufactured  by  him  into  axes 
for  the  prostration  of  the  western  forests,  into 
scythes  for  the  use  of  the  farmers,  or  into  ships  for 
the  navigation  of  the  ocean  or  your  own  inland 
waters,  and  hi^  petition  will  lie  here  till  doomsday 
withoat  consideration.  Is  iheie  such  a  difierence 
in  these  cases  that  the  one  must  be  hurried  through 
all  the  forms  of  legislation,  and  the  other  ne- 
ver receive  any  action  at  all?  Your  railroad 
may  be  for  the  benefit  of  the  country,  but  ir  more 
especially  benefits  the  stockholders.  The  profits 
go  to  the  stockholders,  and  your  diawback  enables 
them  to  dispose  of  their  slock  in  ihe  market  for 
their  own  aggrandizement.  Why,  then,  give  a 
drawback  ia  the  one  case,  when  you  will  not  allow 
it  in  The  others  It  is  as  important  to  the  country 
for  tbe  farmer  and  mechanic  to  have  their  capital 
cheap,  as  for  the  stockholders  of  corporations.  In 
the  one  case  you  bless  (^e  many,  in  the  other  you 
but  enrich  the  few. 

In  a  republic  the  law  should  operate  equally 
upon  all,  and  every  divergence  from  this  rule  is 
contrary  to  the  genius  of  our  institutions.  We 
have  legislated  long  enough  for  the  interests  of  the 
moneyed  power;  let  us  hereafter  attend  to  the  in- 
terests of  the  *'  entire  people."  We  shall  then 
hear  less  about  Agrarians  and  Loco-focos,  and 
more  about  the  prosperity  and  happiness  of  those 
whose  hard  hands  have  cleared  the  way  for  our 
greatness;  and,  under  many  a  disadvantage,  have 
made  as  the  most  powerful  of  nations.  In  mak- 
ing theae  remarks,  I  do  not  intend  to  deny  the  im- 
portance and  utility  of  many  of  these  aswciations. 
They  have  grown  out  of  our  condition,  and  are  the 
natural  results  of  an  enterprising  people.  But  they 
have  had  bestowed  upon  them  more  than  their 
share  of  favor  and  attention.  The  lime  has  come, 
when  it  behooves  us  to  see  well  to  it,  that  we  do 
bet,  by  these  grants  of  power,  entail  upon  those 
who  are  to  come  after  us,  evils  that  they  can  only 
get  rid  of  by  a  resort  to  revolution. 

Mr.  Cbainnan,  the  President  probably  refers  to  I 


the  banking  institutions  of  the  country.  In  doing 
so,  however,  he  expressly  disavows  any  *\ostility, 
official  or  personal,  to  those  institutions."  He 
wisiies  to  see  them  "protected  in  the  exercise  of 
rights  conferred  by  law,"  and  dors  not  doubt  their 
**utiUty  when  properly  manased  in  promoting  the 
interesu  of  trade,  and  throusfh  that  channel  the 
other  interests  of  the  community."  He  is  '^oppos- 
ed  to  their  creation  in  the  form  of  exclusive  privi- 
leges," and  'desires  to  see  the  community  protect- 
ed '  against  the  consequences  of  their  occasional 
mismanagement."  In  these  views  the  great  Demo- 
cratic party  of  the  country  unite.  The  assertion, 
so  otlen  reiterated  here,  and  elsewhere,  that  this 
party  are  opposed  to  banking  in.stitutions,  is  with- 
out foundation.  It  is  a  gross  and  malicious  libel. 
Tney  are  at  war — not  with  banking,  or  the  credit 
which  it  honestly  gives — but  with  its  abuses,  its 
monopolizing  cliaracter,  its  anti-Republican  ten- 
dency. 

It  is  not  to  be  denied  that  there  is  great  diversity 
of  opinion  among  Democrats,  as  to  the  proper  sys- 
tem of  banking  to  be  sustained  by  the  country. 
Some  arc  in  favor  of  having  the  business  done  by 
State  institutions;  others  ^y  joint  stock  companies. 
Some  would  entrust  the  power  to  chartered  associa- 
tions; while  others  would  regulate  it  bv  general 
laws,  operating  etpially  upon  all.  The  tatter  plan 
has  been  adopted  by  my  own  State;  but  it  has  had 
to  eo  conn  tor  much  opposition,  and  may  be  super- 
seded by  a  Stale  institution.  The  law  took  effect 
at  a  disastrous  period  in  the  currency  and  credit  of 
the  country;  when  specie  payments  were  suspended, 
and  bank  bills  had  no  standard  by  which  their 
value  cculd  be  measured.  Too  many  associations 
were  formed,  and  there  was  an  over-issue  of  bank 
obligations;  b*it  the  return  to  specie  payments  ra- 
pidly corrected  the  evil,  and  bankers  were  taught 
that  there  are  times  and  periods  when  banking 
operations  can  only  be  carried  on  by  the  possession 
of  actual  capital,  and  available  exchangeable  pro- 
ducts. 

This  banking  mania  was  natural.  It  was  the 
first  fruit  of  freedom  after  an  age  of  interdictions 
and  restrictions.  These  had  induced  the  communi- 
ty to  believe  that  great  profits  were  to  be  realized 
fiom  the  trade,  and  ihe  rcmuval  «f  them  created  a 
general  disposition  to  rush  into  it  without  a  due  con- 
sideration of  the  fact  thai  UwUra^  as  well  as  6orroio- 
tn,  are  necessary  to  the  existence  of  such  institu- 
tions. They  were  established  among  horrowtn^ 
and  where  only  small  amounts  of  capital  could  be  ^ 
used  to  advantage.  They  shared  the  fate  that  al* 
ways  awaits  every  preroauire  attempt  to  extend  the 
division  of  labor.  But  a  failure  from  such  causes, 
is  not  40  be  used  as  an  argument  against  a  system 
of  free  banking,  established  on  a  proper  foundation. 
Chanered  associations  have  failed  from  similar 
causes,  and  even  State  institutions  have  been  una- 
ble to  redeem  their  promises.  Our  motto  for  the 
seas  has  been,  ^-free  trade  and  sailors  rights;"  the 
improved  modes  of  thinking  of  modern  times  will 
soon  cause  it  to  be  our  motto  for  the  laud.  When 
that  time  comes,  the  abuses  of  banking  viili.be  cor- 
rected; its  monopolizing  character  destroyed,  audits 
anti-Republican  tendency  abated.  Capital  will 
find  its  own  level,  and  labor  its  own  sure  reward. 

But,  sir,  let  us  return  once  more  to  the  conside- 
ration of  the  "anti-Republican  tendencies  of  asso* 
ciated  wealth."  In  what  State  of  the  Union  have 
they  not  been  manifested?  Look  at  the  action  of 
this  associated  wealih  in  suspending  specie  pay- 
ments without  authority  of  law.  The  mandates  of 
Bonaparte  were  never  more  imperious  than  were 
our  banking  institutions  on  that  occasion.  They 
said  to  trade,  perish!  and  it  perished  without  a  mur- 
mur. They  said  to  commerce,  die!  and  it  died 
without  a  struggle.  Your  merchants  shut  up  iheir 
shops,  and  your  ships  were  laid  up  at  the  wharves. 
With  millions  of  specie  in  their  vaults,  these  insti- 
tutions put  the  community  at  defiance,  and,  in 
many  instances,  dictated  to  tbe  sovereign  power  the 
conditions  of  peace.  They  entered  the  arena  of 
poliiics,  called  conventions,  deliberated  on  the  con- 
dition of  the  country,  r^ulaled  the  laws  of  trade, 
and  attempted  to  prescribe  the  course  of  action  in 
this  body.  The  moneyed  king  issued  his  proclama- 
tion, condemned  the  Treasury  Circular,  impeached 
the  conduct  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  in  the 
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difttribatioo  of  the  sarplas  Kvenaei  attacked  (he 
message  ol  the  President  at  the  extra  session,  aod 
commanded  his  liege  subjects  to  retreat  behind 
their  "cotton  bags."  We  have  seen  them,  at  a  late 
election  in  one  of  the  laiigest  States  of  the  Union, 
uniting  to  overthrpw  a  partf  in  power  for  the  pur- 
pose of  perpetuating  the  reign  of  shinplasters,  and 
of  enabling '  their  friends  on  saining  the  victory  to 
inscribe  on  their  biifnners,  "No  sub-treasurers  for 
the  Empire  State.'* 

But  the  anti-Republican  tendency  of  associnted 
wealth  is  not  confined  to  our  owa  couhtry.  The 
first  English  association  for  trading  with  the  East 
Indies  originated  with  a  capital  of  about  |t50,000. 
This  capital  has  been  augmented,  from  time  to 
timp,  until  it  now  amounts  to  almost  (^30,000,000. 
T^  association  commenced  as  a  trading  company, 
but  the  cupidity  of  the  counting-house  was  soon^ 
united  with  the  honor  of  the  soldier;  the  merchant 
became  a  conqueror,  the  trader  a  king.  They 
hare  despoiled  one  of  the  fairest  portions  of  the 
globe,  hare  waged  relentless  wars  for  plunder, 
murdered  millions  for  their  gold,  and  devastated  a 
continent  for  the  sake  of  power.  There  is  no  act 
of  cruelty,  injustice,  fraud,  rapine,  tyranny  and 
baseness  which  does  not  stain  the  history  of  the 
career  of  this  association.  Verily,  associated 
wealth  has  an  anti-Republican  tendency.  It  not 
only  uses  its  power  to  control  the  laws  of  trade  and 
the  politics  of  State,  but  to  govern  the  destinies  of 
nations.  Such  a  power  should  be  watched  by  the 
friends  of  Democratic  institutions  with  never- 
'  ceasing  vigilance.  It  is  concentrating  itself  for 
a  fearful  struggle,  and  on  the  issue  will  depend  the 
question  whether  the  few,  a  class,  are  to  predomi- 
nate, or  whether  the  many,  the  people,  shall  lule.  I 
have  no  fears  of  the  final  result.  The  people  win 
come  oflf  more  than  conquerors. 

The  gentleman  from  Tenne."«8ee  denies  the  in- 
fluence of  the  mass  of  the  people  in  the  conduct 
of  our  national  affairs.  He  says  ^*  never  before 
were  the  mass  of  the  community  so  powerless. 
They  have  nothing  to  do  but  to  follow  blindly,  and 
give  their  sanction  to  schemes  and  measures,  dic- 
tated by  the  heads  of  the  party,  some  three  or  four 
men  at  most."  This  may  be  a  correct  representa- 
tion of  the  condition  of  the  Opposition,  but  it  is 
not  true  when  applied  to  the  ma^  of  the  commu- 
nity. Their  pawer  was  never  greater  thah  at  t|!e 
present  moment.  They'  never  before  enjoyed 
greater  political  franchises.  The  influence  of  the 
Democratic  principle  in  the^  States  has  gradually 
removed  the  property  requisitions  for  office,  ex* 
tended  the  right  of  suflTrage,  and  created  a  more 
immediate  responsibility  to  the  people  of  those 
holding  public  trusts.  When  the  Constitution  was 
formed.  Presidential  electors  were  chosen  with  the 
expectation  that  they  would  exercise  their  judg- 
nrents  in  selecting  a  chief  magistrate,  hot  they 
now  deposite  their  votes  as  the  agents  of  the 
popular  will,  and  for  the  man  designated  by  the 
majority.  By  degrees  the  people  have  assumed  the 
right  to  choose  nearly  all  of  these  ofi&cers 
whose  duties  intimately  efl^ect  their  interest. 
The  time  has  not  long  gone  by  since  they  were 
d'*nied  the  right  of  expressing  their  opinion  on 
public  affairs,  for  the  purpose  of  influencing  the 
deliberations  of  this  body.  Now  they  instruct  us, 
and  sometimes  their  instructions  are  obeyed.  There 
is  a  powerful  party  in  the  country  who  believe  in 
the  right  of  iiistruction,  and  those  who  oppose  this 
right  are  willing  to  listen  to  addresses  and  resolu- 
tions upon  matters  deeply  afifecting  the  public  in- 
terests. Even  the  opponents  of  the  *^fierce  Dtmo' 
ctmU^  are  beginning  to  btudy  a  little  in  the  school 
of  popular  rights. 

Mr.  Chairman,  the  time  has  gone  by  when 
*'(hree  or  four  men  at  most,"  however  popular,  can 
dictate  the  public  policy  of  this  country.  No  man  is 
powerful  now  who  iiLnot  the  exponent  of  the  pub- 
lic opinion  of  the  masses.  The  want  of  a  know- 
ledge of  this  fact,  or  of  a  due  appreciation  of  its 
truth,  has  been  the  cause  of  all  the  blunders  com- 
mitted by  the  gentleman  and  his  friends.  They 
have  attempted  to  dlouite  to  the  masses.  They 
have  set  up  their  own  gods,  and  called  on  all  Israel 
to  worship  them;  and  against  those  who  would  not 
bow  dowB  and  cry  out,  ''these  be  our  gods  also," 
they  have  vUtitd  an  Mmahma  nmmatha.    They 


have  denounced  them  as  outcasts,  levellers,  agra- 
rians, workies,  and  Loco  Focos..  All  of  these  epi- 
thets' have  been  applied  to  the  masses,  who  could 
not  believe  in  the  infallibility  of  the  opinions  of  cer- 
tain great  men  in  this  country.  The  people  ac^ 
knowledge  no  leaders,  unless  they  are  the  repre- 
sentatives of  their  opinions.  They  have  no  dicta- 
tors but  the  principles  of  truth.  ^  These  they  em- 
brace, comprehend,  and  sooner  or  later  enforce. 

The  Democratic  party  here  have  been  charged 
with  receiving  their  instructions  from  "the  White 
Houie."  This  declaration  needs  proof.  I  know 
of  no  one  of  their  number  whose  conduct  should 
subject  him  to  this  imputation.  Instructions  come 
to  us  from  a  different  quarter,  from  the  districts 
that  we  represent.  Even  the  President  sometimes 
takes  lessons  in  these  normal  schools.  He  did  so  on 
the  great  question  of  a  separation  of  Bank  and 
State.  On  that  occasion,  he  but  put  himself  at  the 
head  of  a  great  and  powerful  party,  which  demand- 
ed that  measure.  It  showed  itself  here  in  the 
long  session  of  1836;  but  its  strength  was  more 
manifest  in  places,  far  removed  from  the  corrup- 
ting influences  of  the  Capitol.  I  stand  upon  this 
floor  as  the  Representative  of  that  principle.  It 
was  put  at  issue,  in  my  own  State,  before  the  Pre- 
sident sent  forth  his  message  at  the  extra  session, 
and  it  was  nobly  sustained  at  the  ballot  boxes.  We 
had  no  dictation  from  the  White  House;  and 
none  from  those  high  in  authority.  The  move- 
ment was  voluntary  on  the  part  of  the  people,  and 
was  crowned  with  success. 

The  mass  of  the  community  are  far  from  being 
powerless;  and  he  who  asserts  it,  has  entirely  mis- 
taken the  signs  of  the  times.  They  make  and  un- 
make us  all.  Whom  they  will  they  set  up,  aod 
whom  they  will  they  put  down.  The  man  who  as- 
sumes to  be  their  dictator,  soon  sees  "  the  fingers 
upon  the  plaister  of  the  Wall;"  and  from  that  hour 
his  power  departs  from  him,  and  he  becomes  a  po- 
litical outcast.  In  this  particular  the  late  President 
has  been  grossly  libelled.  He  was  neither  a  flictar 
tor  nor  a  tyrant.  I  do  not  deny  his  power,  but  it 
was  power  acquired  by  his  sagacity  to  discern  the 
feelings  and  wishes  of  the  people.  If  he  had  at- 
tempted the  part  of  a  dictator  or  a  tyrant,  not  all 
the  honors  acquired  at  New  Orleans,  not  all  the 
glories  of  along  and  distingui.^hed  life  of  military 
service,  could  have  saved  him  from  political  anni- 
hilation. General  Jackson  was  the  champion  of 
the  rights  of  mankind  in  the  aggregate,  against  eer* 
tain  classes  who  would  have  all  to  themselves.  He 
was  the  chosen  representative  of  those  who  were  in 
favor  of  circumscribing  the  action  of  this  Ctovern- 
ment  of  bringing  back  the  Constitution  to  ^hat  it 
was  intended  to  be  by  its  framers;  of  preserving  the 
sovereignty  and  independency  of  the  States;  and, 
with  them,  the  rights  of  the  people.  He  brotight 
around  him  men  fresh  from  the  ranks  of  the  peo- 
ple, acquainted  with  their  wants,  and  understand- 
ing the  current  of  their  opinions.  He  consulted 
those  men;  and  for  thtft  cause  alone,  his  opponents 
charged  him  with  being  under  the  influence  of  a 
^*  Kitchen  Cabinet."  It  was  a  cabinet  worthy  of 
the  man.  It  enabled  his  master  mind  tagooa 
with  the  age,  and  keep  up  with  the  advancing  spirit 
of  the  country.  * 

Mr.  Chairman,  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee 
says:  "That  new  party  names  have  been  invented; 
that  we  of  late  hear  of  little  ftlse  than  the  Demo- 
cracy of  the  country." .  That  roan  is  Httle  versed 
in  the  history  of  our  politics  who  does  not  know 
that  the  word  Democrat  has  been  a  party  cogno- 
men for  almost  half  a  century.  It  was  once  used 
as  a  term  of  reproach,  for  the  purpose  of  bringing 
into  disrepute  the  liberal  viewa  of  such  men  as  Jef- 
ferson and  Madison.  It  was  given  as  a  party  name 
as  early  as  1794,  and  has  since  been  so  much  henoi^ 
ed,  that  our  opponents  seem  disposed  to  take  it 
from  us.  In  denying  to  us  our  ancient  appellation, 
irwas,  doubtless,  the  intention  of  the  gendeman  to 
prepare  for  this  grand  larceny.  The  FcderaKsts, 
once  National  Republicans,  the  Whigs  of  '34,  jand 
the  Republican  Whigs  of  '38,  are  about  to  assame 
the  name  of  Democratic  Whigs.  New  party  nam  es 
have  indeed  been  invented;  but  not  by  us,  sir.  We 
stand  by  the  old  landmarks;  we  rally  under  the 
old  banners— the  banners  that  have  so  ofien  lej  t/9 
Yictoiy  and  to  glory. 


I  said  that  the  word  Democrat  was  once  sfiplied 
to  our  party  as  a  term  of  reproach.  In  1797,  Tram- 
bull,  the  poet  and  Federalist,  but  aa  hoocst  mu 
withal,  applied  the  word  Democrat  to  our  party  in 
a  poem  published  in  the  Connecticut  Coorant.  Here 
is  an  extract: 

'"See  Mitnin  stretching  out  the  lawi, 

To  aid  the  anti^Fetleral  cause, 

Bee  him  with  Barclay,  John  and  Dallas, 

Poor  Penasylvania  keeps  no  gallowi^ 

Play  many  a  Dsuocratic  prank, 

In  fleecing  Peniwylraitia  bank." 
In  the  same  year,  a  Philadelphia  paper  gives 
the  following  advice  to  the  farmers,  who  were  De- 
mocratS'- 

''Oo  weed  trourcorn,  and  plough  your  land; 

And  by  Colombia's  inteiesi  stand; 
east  prejudice  awar, 

To  ahle  heads  leave  State  aflairs, 

Give  railing  o'er,  and  say  your  prayers, 
For  stores  of  com  and  nay: 

With  poliucB  ne'er  break  your  sleep, 

But  ring  your  hogu  and  stiaar  your  ahetp." 

The  United  States  Gaxette  said— *4t  is  very  oer. 
tain  that  the  leading  DsMOcaiTS  in  the  Unitei 
States  are  almost  to  a  man  Deists  and  AraKim.'* 
These  extracts,  from  Federal  papers,  show  thai 
there  was  then  a  turbulent  party  in  the  conotrf 
called  Dtmecrvft,  and  that  the  great  body  of  ihea 
were  considered  as  only  fit  to  weed  eem,  rt^Vp 
MUL  n/ter  wkttp^ 

In  further  proof  that  we  are  still  rallying  osdet 
(he  old  banners,  let  us  have  the  words  of  the  A&- 
rora— a  Democratic  paper. 

In  1796,  this  paper  says:  "Dr.  Rush's  enlogiQiB 
on  Rittenhoose  has  given  great  oieaoe  to  the  Aiis- 
tocrats,  because  he  was  the  president  of  a  Dmo- 
cRATic  socinr.*' 

On  the  succeeding  day,  the  same  paper  holds  the 
following  language:  **U  is  a  little  remarkable  that 
the  two  great  Sxt»  which  have  lately  happened,  kafe 
appeared  in  two  places  that  send  DsHocaAtic  R>* 
PUBLICANS  to  Congress."  Here,  sir,  is  the  appella- 
tion of  our  party  at  full  length,  and  yet. we  are 
gravely  told  that  "Democracy"  is  a  new  name- 
an  invention  of  modem  times  to  gull  the  people. 

Bat,  air,  there  is  still  another  charge  agftiost 
the  people.    It  is  "most  emphatically  denied  thai 
we  are  authorized  to  boast  of  iheir  increased  at- 
tachment to  our  institutions."    This  is  but  the  ie> 
petition  of  the  language  of  by-gone  days.    la  1794, 
a  writer  in  the  Colambian  Sentinel,  the  leading 
Federal  print  in  New  England,  charged  tht  D^ 
mocrats  "with  eierting  opposition  lo  the  law,  ae- 
toally  raising  an  armed  rebellioo  in  the  very  eeatn 
of  the  United  States,  and  opposing  their  veto  to 
the  doings  of  the   President,  to  the  laws  of  the 
Union,  and  to  the  will  of  the  whole  people.'*  At 
a  dinner  given  in   old  Fbnenil  Hall,  President 
Adams  charged  the  people  with  possessing  such  *<a 
spirit  of  falsehood  and  malignity,  as  to  bear  a 
threatening  aspect  upon  the  union  of  the  StaSn 
and  their  constitntion  of  Oovemment.*'    The  doi- 
ted States  Gazette  was  of  the  opinion  "that  De- 
mocrats were  no  Republicanii^"    It  -  thereibre  sajrs: 
"Let  the  party  be  styled  Democrats  for  two  rea- 
sons,   lat.  It  describes  the  sort  of  politics  ^ 
would  introduee;  and  2d,  it  is  a  name  already  di^ 
graced,  and  fits  the  wearers.'*    The  laagvage  of 
the  gentleman  is  that  of  the  Tories  of  EogM 
when  the  people  propose  to  shorten  the  dnzatke 
of  Parliament,  simplify  the  qaalificaiion  of  voteis. 
abridge  the  expenses  of  eleetiona,  abolish  the  small 
borough  constituencies,   abrogate  the  com  )avsi 
jreform  the  corporations,  and  reduce  the  temporalh 
ties  of  the  deiigy.    The  same  langnage  is  u«a 
by  the  aristocrats  of  eveiy  akge,  when  the  people 
awake  to  a  sense  of  their  danger,  and  put  fortk 
their  btrength  for  the  preservation  of  their  libiitiai 

The  next  assault'  in  order  is  npon  the  Depait- 

ment  of  the  Post  Office.     It  is  said  that  there  ««(■ 

"no  abuses  in  this  Department  nntil  the  party  ia 

power  began  reform.^'      Yoa,  sir,  know  that  this 

statement  needs  great  qualification.    Yoo  well  ie> 

collect  the  confusion  that  prevailed  in  every  biaaek 

of  this  Department  when  it  was  ander  the  chaige 

of  Mr.  Meigs.    In  1818  there  was  due  to  thcTrta* 

sury  from  this  office  the  sum  of  §^39,844.     It 

1817,  when  the  Fifth  Auditor's  oflioe  was  establiib- 

i  ed,  the  PoatOffice  acooonts  were  only  ad}asied  to 

I  the  third  quarter  of  the  year   1810,  and  iht  ao- 

y  counts  of  postm^^^mewero  in  a^eaci  to  W  ydo. 
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iTo  prevent  the  inteferenee  of  officers  in  election^^^Mr.  Wall, 


Senate. 


1b  many  insumces  piincipals  and  saretaes  had  be- 
come bankrupt.  But  at  that  time  a  baokraptcy  of 
half  a  million  of  dollars,  ODsettled  accoaats  at  the 
Treasury  for  seven  years,  and  with  the  postmas- 
ters of  the  country  for  30  years,  were  not  a  very 
senons  offence  to  the  public  morals  or  ^'dangeioas 
attack  upon  the  pnWic  liberties."  They  gave  rise 
to  a  short  report,  occasioned  a  few  speeches,  and 
the  whole  matter  was  adjusted  without  piejndice  to 
Mr.  Monroe,  or  to  you,  sir,  as  a  member  of  his  ca- 
binet. It  was* not  the  fashion  then  lo  bring  a 
whole  party  before  '*this  grand  inquest  of  the  na- 
tion,'* for  the  errors  or  faults  of  one  man.  Let  the 
same  thing  happen  now,  and  along  session  of  Con- 
gress won  Id  not  give  safficiant  time  for  the  Opposi- 
twn  to  express  their  feelings  of  indignation.  The 
welkin  would  ring  with  the  cry  of  cormplion  and 
peculation. 

I  do  not  deny  the  existence  of  abases  in  this  De- 
partment, when  under  the  administration  of  Major 
Barry.  He  was  imposed  upon  by  those  in  whom 
he  had  a  right  to  place  confidence;  and  that  which 
enridied  them  made  him  poor  indeed.  The  West, 
however,  have  occasion  to  remember  him  favora- 
bly for  increased  mail  facilities,  and  for  giving  to 
the  Department  an  impulse  which  silenced  mur- 
murs, and  put  at  rest  the  question  of  a  branch  of 
fioe  l)eyond  the  Alleghanies.  It  is  also  to  be  le- 
membered  that  Congress  have  authorized  the  set- 
tlement and  payment  of  many  of  those  contracts 
which  were  pronounced  corrupt  by  the  fost  Office 
investigating  committee.  The  mandamus  case 
grew  out  of  the  refusal  of  the  present  Postmaster 
General  to  pay  the  amount  of  the  award  made  on 
those  contracts.  But  whatever  may  have  been  the 
faults  of  the  past  management  of  the  office,  it  must 
beadmitte'l  that  the  present  Postmaster  General 
executes  his  trust  with  distinguished  ability.  His 
errors  are  on  the  side  of  economy,  not  of  lavish  ex- 
penditure. 

Mr.  Chairman,  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee 
thinks  there  are  many  abuses  in  the  public  service, 
but  he  has  a  grand  panacea  for  them  all.    It  is  to 
operate  on  the  political  system  as  some  of  the  late 
patented  medicines  are  said  to  operate  on  the  hu- 
man system.    We  have  only  to  apply  it,  and  the 
whole  political  body  assumes  new  li/e  and  vigor. 
It  inamediatcly  puts  on  the  innocent  face  of  yonih- 
ful  existence.    1  never  had  much  faith  in  the  heal- 
ing qualities  of  many  of  these  medicine.%  and  I 
bare  still  less  in  the  gentleman's  bill  "to  secure  the 
freedom  of  elections."    It  looks  too  much  like  the 
old  sedition  law.    It  is  a  bill  to  circumscribe  free- 
dom of  s/eech  and  of  action,    la  makes  intermed- 
dling in  elections  in  any  way,  by  an  officer  of  this 
Goremment,  except  to  vote,  "an  attack  upon  the 
public  libertiey,"  a  high  misdemeanor,  and  punishes 
tie  oflender  by  a  fine  of  $1,000,  removal  from 
office,  and  perpetual  disability  to  hold  office  forever 
after.    But  this  gag  is  net  sufficient.    The  "giving 
office  on  agreement  with  the  appointee  to  render 
political  or  other  service  in  elections,  or  oikerwise^^* 
10  punishable  by  a  fine  of  |5,000,  removal  Irom 
ofiSce,  and  the  same  perpetual  disabiliiy.    When 
this   bill  becomes  a  law  by  consent  of  the  people, 
they  will  have  taken  one  grand  step  on  the  high 
road  to  despotism.    The  founders  ol  our  liberties 
considered  "civil  subjection  as  eithf  r  necessary  or 
▼olantary.'^    These  restraints  are  not  necessary, 
SAd  it  is  ever  to  be  remembered  that  the  declara- 
tions of  positive  law  are  always  weak  when  in  op- 
position to  the  will  of  the  people.    Instead  of  being 
a  measure  "to  secure  the  liee J'om  of  elections,"  it 
grossly  attacks  that  freedom;  ay,  more,  it  violates  the 
Gfmstitution.    It  is  no  part  of  the  duty  of  Congress 
to  regulate   the  elective  franchise.    If  the  conduct 
of  the  ofikers  of  this  Government  at  elections,  is 
odious  in  any  of  the  States,  let  those  States    pass 
laws  to  prevent  the  evil.    They  have  the  power, 
mnd  on  them  let  there  be  devolved  the  responsibility 
of  exercising  it.    The  gentleman  ooght  to  take  his 
trill  to  his  own  Legislature.    When  he  does  so,  I 
bawe  no  doubt  they  will  say  of  it  as  a  Colonial  Go- 
werfior  of  the  Old  Dominion  once  said  of  schools 
•xid  printing — "God  keep  us  from  both." 

Vlfe  have  heard  much  of  late  about  the  "spoils 
prinoiple.'*  It  has  been  most  bttterlv  condemned 
by  the  Opposhion  here,  and  yet  they  have  practised 
vpon  it  in  every  State  where  they  have  obtained  J 


the  powrr.  They  first  e^itablibhed  the  principle; 
and  yet  the  gentleman  says,  he  bas  ofen  "foretold 
lis  bad  efiecis."  This  may  be,  sir,  but  it  only  shows 
that  he  stands  alone  with  his  pai  ty.  Even  in  his  own 
State,  they  have  rewarded  Iricods  by  giving  them 
office,  and  panished  enemies  by  turning  them  out. 

[Here  Mr.  Bell  said  they  did  not  remove  from 
office,  and  only  appointed  their  friends  to  the  higher 
offices.] 

I  speak  from  newspaper  report,  and  may  be  In 
error.  But  I  knew  no  drflerence  betweeH  a  high  and  a 
low  office.  If  it  is  an  attack  upon  the  public 
liberties  to  remove  a  political  opponent  from  an 
inferior  office,  it  must  be  an  attack  upon  the  same 
liberties  to  remove  cue  from  a  superior  station. 
The  principle  is  the  same  in  either  case.  This 
principle  might  prove  injurious,  if  all  our 
contests  for  power  were  of  a  personal  character. 
As  the  Opposition  rally  more  in  support  of  men 
than  xheasures,  they  ought  perhaps  to  condemn  it, 
and  not  only  so,  but  never  to  practice  it.  The 
contests  of  the  Democratic  party  are  of  a  difierent 
character.  Their  motto  is,  and  ever  has  been, 
principles  first,  and  men  afterwards,  and  they  never 
rally  around  men  until  their  principles  are  personi- 
fied in  them.  In  support  of  these  principles  they 
have  endured  buflettings  and  reproaches  and  stripes 
without  number.  They  have  submitted  to  be 
called  by  the  most  opprobious  epithetj,  and  all  for 
the  belief  that  was  in  them,  that  they  were  pro- 
moting the  true  doctrines  of  tiberty,  and  the  real 
interests  of  mankind.  When  principles  are  made 
to  prevail  at  such  a  price,  they  ooght  not  to  be 
represented  and  personified  throughout  the  country 
by  men  who  hate  them,  and  labor  by  night  and  by 
day,  in  season  and  out  of  season,  to  bring  them 
into  disrepute.  No  man  or  set  of  men  can  long  be 
at  the  head  of  the  Democratic  party  of  this  countrv, 
who  will  allow  the  sentinels  upon  the  watch- 
towers  to  burn  blue  lights  as  signals  to  the 
enemy.  General  Washington  was  right  on 
this  subject  when  he  said:  "I  shall  not,  whilst  I 
have  the  honor  to  administer  the  Government,  bring 
a  man  into  any  office  of  consequence,  knowingly, 
whose  poUlieal  tenets  are  adverse  to  the  measures 
which  the  General  Government  is  pursuing;  for 
this,  in  my  opinion,  would  be  a  sort  of  political  sui- 
cide. That  it  would  embarrass  its  movements  is 
certain."  The  example,  of  Washington  was  fol- 
lowed by  his  successors — by  your  venerable  father, 
by  Jefierson,  and  by  Madison.  I  will  say  nothing 
as  to  Uie  course  of  Mr.  JMonroe,  for  he  came  into 
power  and  defaced  the  old  landmarks  of  party;  and 
warriors  came  together  and  shook  hands  upon  their 
old  battle  fields.  When  you  assumed  the  reins  of 
Government,  it  was  a  subject  of  frequent  complaint 
with  your  friends  that  you  tried  to  buy  up  your 
enemies  by  offers  of  political  station.  It  was  an 
unfortunate  movement.  Forthi^and  other  causes 
you  very  soon  found  yourself  "with  a  barren  scep- 
tre in  your  grasp,  no  son  of  yours  succeeding." 
Sir,  it  will  ever  be  found  difficult  for  any  Adminis- 
tration to  manage  the  afi'airs  of  Government  to  the 
satisfaction  of  their  party,  with  the  power  of  politi- 
cal station  in  the"  hands  of  opponents.  If  it  does 
not  prove  "political  foicide,"  it  will  "always  em- 
barrass its  movements." 

Mr.  Chairman,  the  sperch  of  the  gentleman  from 
Tennessee  is  remorkable  throughout  for  the  pecu- 
liarity of  its  arguments.  It  contains  many  a  Je- 
suitical statement—many  an  illogical  deduction. 
But  I^  will  not  trouble  the  committee  with  their 
further  consideration.  I  leave  the  rest  of  its  fal- 
lacies to  be  commenteil  upon  by  those  who  are 
more  capable  of  doing  them  justice. 


INTERFERENCE  OF  FEDERAL  OFFICERS 
IN  ELECTIONS. 

In  Ssnate,  January  31,  1839. 

Mr.  Wall  submitted  the  following  report : 
Th€  CtrnmitUf  on  tht  Jiidict«ry,  to  which  was  rtferred 

"«f  biU  to  prevent  the  ifUerferenee  of  certain  Ftdtral 

^lcer9  in  tUetUms,^'  report: 

That  they  have  examined  the  bill  referred  to 
them  with  the  care  and  attention  which  the  im- 
portance of  the  subject  demands.  The  object  of 
the  bill  proposed  in  the  title  and  preamble,  is  to 


prevent  the  ^aX  powers  given  to  the  officers  of 
the  Federal  Government,  and  other  persons  em- 
ployed in  its  service,  from  beiqg  used  for  the  in- 
fluencing of  elections  which  ought  to  be  free  and 
uncorrupt,  and  its  scope  is  very  broad  and  compre- 
hensive. It  proposes  to  enact  that,  aOer  the  first 
day  of  April  next,  no  marshal  or  deputy  marshal, 
no  postmaster  or  deputy  postmaster,  no  receiver  or 
register  of  a  land  office,  or  any  of  their  deputies  or 
clerks,  no  surveyor  general  of  public  lands,  or  any 
of  his  deputies  or  assistants,  no  collector,  surveyor, 
naval  officer,  weigher,  ganger,  appraiser,  dr  other 
officer,  or  person,  whatsoever,  concerned  or  em- 
ployed in  the  charging,  collecting,  levying,  or 
managing  the  customs,  or  any  part  or  branch 
thereof,  no  engineer,  officer  or  agent  employed  or 
ooncerned  in  the  execution  or  superintendence  of 
any  of  the  public  works,  shall,  by  word,  message, 
or  writing,  or  in  any  other  manner  whatsoever,  en- 
deavor to  persuade  any  elector  to  give,  or  dissnade 
any  elector  from  giving,  his  vote  for  the  choice  of 
any  person  to  be  electors  of  President  or  Vice  Pre- 
sident of  the  United  States,  or  for  the  choice  of  any 
person  to  be  a  Senator  or  Representative  in  die 
Congress  of  the  United  States,  or  for  the  choice  of 
any  person  to  be  Governor  or  Lieutenant  Governor 
of  any  State,  or  of  any  person  to  be  a  Representa- 
tive or  member  of  the  Legislative  Department  of 
any  State  of  this  Union,  or  for  the  choice  of  any 
person  to  serve  in  any  public  office  established  by 
the  law  of  any  of  the  said  Stales;  nor  shall  any 
such  officer  or  person  intermeddle  in  any  of  thie 
elections  above  mentioned,  or  use  any  means  with 
intent  to  influence  or  control  the  same,  otherwise 
than  by  giving  his  own  vote,  under  the  penalty  of 
.fivehuncCed  dollars,  one  moiety  thereof  to  the  in- 
former, and  the  other  moiety  thereof  to  the  United 
States,  to  be  recovered,  with  costs  of  suit,  by  any 
person  that  shall  sue  for  the  same,  by  action  of 
debt,  bill  or  plaint,  in  any  of  the  district  or  ciicuit 
courts  of  the  United  Slates;  and  every  person  con- 
victed of  such  offence,  shall  thereby  become  disa- 
bled and  incapable  of  ever  bearing  or  executing 
nay  place  or  office  of  trust  whatsoever  under  the 
United  States. 

It  is  a  wise  and  salutary  rule,  as  well  for  the 
expounders  as  the  makers  of  a  law,  to  consider  the 
old  law,  the  mischief  and  the  remedy.  The  com- 
mittee believe  that  it  is  beyond  all  question,  that 
under  the  Constitution  and  the  existing  laws  of  the 
United  States,  every  citizen  has  "  the  right  of  freely 
examining  public  characters  and  measures,  and  of 
free  communion  among  the  people  thereon,"  "by 
word,  message,  or  writing,"  or  in  any  other  manner 
he  may  judge  proper.  This  right  is  not  only  as- 
serted in  the  celebrated  resolutions  of  the  Virginia 
Legislature,  in  the  session  of  1^98,  and  of  1799, 
and  1800,  as  belonging  to  the  general  principles  of 
free  Government,  as  well  as  the  particular  organi- 
zation and  positive  provisions  of  the  Federal  Con- 
stitution, but  declared  to  be  "  the  only  effectual 
guardian  of  every  other  right."  The  foundation 
of  representative  Gkivernment  is  based  upon  the 
intelligence  of  the  citizen,  and  to  ensure  that  in- 
telligence, it  is  boih  the  right  and  the  duty  of  every 
one  freely  to  discuss  and  communicate,  both  pub- 
licly and  privately,  such  matters  as  he  may  sup- 
pose will  advance  the  public  interest,  or  iof<  rm  the 
public  mind.  One  of  the  most  salutary  and  effec- 
tual agents,  to  promote  such  interest,  is  an  enlight- 
ened public  opinion.  To  evolve  such  opinion,  and 
to  give  form  and  direction  to  the  general -course  of 
national  policy,  and  the  future  destinies  of  aU, 
every  citizen  whether  intruded  with  public  office 
or  not,  has  alike  deep,  abiding  and  active  interest, 
and  no  citizen  is  at  Hberiy  to  withdraw  himself 
from  this  high  responsibility,  inseparably  connect- 
ed with  Republican  institutions.  One  of  the 
most  celebrated  law  makers  of  the  ancient  repub- 
lics declared  every  citizer<  infamuns  who  refused 
to  take  part  in  the  affairs  of  his  country;  aiid  the 
word  idiott  derived  from  the  langttage  of  one  of 
them,  bears  through  all  time  this  impress  of  their 
institutions,  denoting  ono  who  was  destitute  of  the  ^ 
spirit  or  inielligencc  requisite  for  the  discbarge  of 
this  highest  duty  of  a  citizen. 

The  elective  right  is  not  conferred  by  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  States,  but  belongs  to  repre- 
sentative government,  and  springs  from  its  very  n»- 
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tore;  and  the  very  essence  of  that  righr,  under  oar  in- 
stitutions, 19  the  right  of  electing  the  niemlxr.s  of  the 
General  and  State  Governments.  The  value  and  the 
Advantages  of  this  right,  so  far  as  respects  the  public, 
depend  upon  the  knowledge  of  public  measures, 
and  of  the  qualificiitions  of  candidates  for  public 
tmti;  and,  consequently,  upon  the  equal  and  unre- 
stricted Treedom  of  discussing  their  comparative 
merits  and  demerits.  The>  citizen  who,  by  the 
choice  of  his  fellows,  is  distinguished  by  being  se- 
lected to  perform  official  duties  and  trusts,  is  not 
thereby  elevated  above  them,  nor  degraded  below 
them.  He  parts  with  no  rights  of  citizenship,  but 
remains  an. equal  among  equals;  still  connected^ 
with  them  by  the  strong  and  enduring  ligaments  of 
mntaality  of  rights  and  privileges.  Under  our  Con- 
itilutioB,  the  people,  not  the  Government,  possess 
the  sovereignty;  and  the  doors  of  office  can  be  open- 
ed only  by  the  powerful  charm  cf  the  public  voice, 
and  no  degrading  sacrifice  of  any  of  the  privileges 
of  citizenship,  or  any  separation  from  the  commu- 
nity of  rights,  feelings  and  inlere.«ts,  which  bind  the 
people  to  the  Government',  is  required. 

The  object  of  the  Const iiuiion  is  the  protection  of 
the  eqnal  rights  and  privileges  of  all — the  few  as 
well  as  the  many.  The  spirit  of  despotism  is  wide- 
ly different;  erected  upon  the  destruction  of  the 
righis  of  man,  its  main  object  is  to  protect  the  few 
against  the  many.  Hence  the  policy  of  separati/ig 
ifs  officers  from  all  sympathy  of  feeling  and  interest 
with  the  many,  by  attaching  to  office  attractive  dis- 
tinctions and  seductive  privileges,  which  create  a  dis- 
tinct class,  and  elevates  them  above  the  mass, 
or  by  degrading  them  by  unnatural  mutilations  be- 
low their  fellow  man,  *  prepares  them  to  become  fit 
instruments  of  arbitrary  power.  Despots  who 
surround  their  thrones  with  eunuchs  and  mkUti^  act 
upon  the  latter  principle,  and  are  impelled  by  ihe 
instinct  of  fear  to  resort  to  unnatural  and  unjust 
means  to  retain  what  is  unjustly  acquired.  Hap- 
pily our  institutions,  resting  upon  the  just  founda- 
tion of  popular  rights,  neither  demand  nor  will  ad- 
mit of  the  mutilation  of  the  person  or  the  privi- 
leges of  citizenship  as  a  prerequisite  for  office. 
Under  the  eiistirg  laws  a  citizen  of  a  State  does  not, 
by  accepting  any  office  under  the  Federal  Govern- 
tnenty  forfeit  any  of  the  rights  and  privileges  which  be 
long  to  him  as  a  citizen  of  a  State;  and  all  cx)ntroI 
over  the  privileges  and  immunities  of  the  citizens  in 
the  several  Staler,  is  expressly  withheld  from  the  ac- 
tion of  the  Federal  Government,  and  left  with  the 
Stales,  by  the  ^cond  section  of  the  fourth  artiche  of 
the  Ck)ostita(ion.  The  oommittee  believe  that  the 
State  and  Fedejal  Governments,  under  our  system, 
are  co-ordinate  departments  of  one  single  and  inte- 
gral whole;  that  the  compact  between  the  States 
unites  them  in  a  single  Government,  as  to  their 
relations  with  each  other  and  with  foreign  nations, 
and  as  to  ceitain  articles  particularly  specified, 
each  retaining  to  itself  the  other  rights  of  indepen- 
dent Government,  agreeing  to  appoint  in  conjunc- 
tion for  the  aiiioinistration  of  the  Federal  branch, 
and  each  reUining  its  original  right  of  appointing, 
for  administering  its  domestic  branch,  a  separate 
aetuf  functioinries,  legislative,  executive,  and  ju- 
dicial. TheFe  two  sets  of  officers,  each  indepen- 
dent of  the  other,  constitute  a  whole  of  Govern- 
ment for  each  State  separately,  the  powers  given 
to  one,  specifically  made  Federal,  exercised  over 
the  whole,  the  residuary  powers  retained  to  the 
other  confined  to  the  particular  State. 

The  comminee  have  thus  stated  their  views  of  the 
existing  law  in  regard  to  the  rights  of  the  Federal 
functionaries  upon  whom  the  bill  referred  to  them 
is  proposed  to  operate.  What,  then,  is  the  mischief 
which  this  bill  is  designed  to  prevent?  It  assumes 
that  the  great  powers  given  to  the  officers  of  the 
Federal  Government,  and  others  employed  in  their 
service,  may  be  used  for  the  influencing  of  elec- 
tions, and  corrupting  their  freedom  and  purify. 

That  elections  ought  to  be  pure  and  uncorrupt  is 
a  principle  admitted  by  all,  and  no  lanfi;uage  can 
be  too  strong  to  express  the  abhorrence  felt  by  the 
committee  against  any  aiiempt  to  destroy  thiji 
freedom  and  purity.  He  who  is  guilty  of  either,  by 
bribing  or  corrupting  voters,  violating  the  ballot 
box,  or  setting  at  naught  its  voice,  forging  or  sup- 
pressing returns,  or  disobeying  the  laws  enacted  for 
Hearing  any  elective  right,  is  gtiilty  of  treason 


against  R^-publican  instilulion?,  and  ouohi  to  be  re- 
gaided  by  all  as  a  danj^cruus  ftie  to  liberty. 

The  cominiitce  aie  nut  au'ar'e  ihit  any  such  acts 
have, been  comuiiHrd  by  any  of  the  functionarie> 
named  ill  the  bill  reftTj-ed  to  them;  nor  have  they 
been  able  to  discovr r  the  slightest  evidence  that  any 
attempt  has  been  made  to  bring  the  patronag*  or 
power  of  the  Federal  Government  to  destroy  the 
freedom  and  purity  of  elections.  It  is  true  that  .<uch 
allegations  have  been  made;  but  it  will  be  recol- 
lected that  it  is  equally  true  that  allegations  have 
been  made  against  some  of  the  functionaries  of 
some  of  the  Staie  Governments,  of  attempting,  in 
violation  of  existing  law*:,  to  suppress  returns,  set 
aside  the  voice  pf  the  people,  and  subbtilute  the  will 
of  the  minority  for  that  of  lbs  majority;  in  fact,  to 
treat  elections  as  nullities,  and  substitute  the  acts 
of  reckless  and  profligate  officers  for  the  voice  of 
the  majority.  We  have  seen  one  of  the  States  of 
the  Union  bronghl  to  the  brink  of  revolution  by  al- 
leged efforts  of  this  kind,  and  inother  States  witnessed 
alarming  attempts  to  defeat  the  voice  of  the  majority 
in  elections.  This*  state  of  things  would  indeed 
seem  to  indicate  an  alarming  laiity  of  political 
morality,  and  to  require  the  exercise  ^f  appropriate 
remedies,  by  constitutional  legislation.  Whether, 
f  trne,  they  are  to  be  attributed  to  the  action  of  the 
functionaries  of  the  Slate  or  Federal  Government, 
or  the  officers  of  corporations  of  associated  wealth, 
which  have  been  brought,  by  indiscreet  legislation, 
into  too  intimate  connection  with  both,  and  whoi>e 
influence  insinuates  itself  into  all  the  business  of 
active  enterprise  and  the  ordinary  transactions  of 
society,  or  to  other  causes,  it  is  not  the  legitimate 
province  of  the  committee  to  inquire.  Those  who 
are  charged  with  attempts  to  corrupt  the  purity, 
and  destroy  the  freedom  of  elections,  are  very  apt 
to  make  charges  of  the  same  kind  against  others,  in 
the  vain  hope  of  exculpating  themselves,  or  at  least 
of  drawing  oflT  public  attention  from  their  own  acts, 
by  incalpating  others.  Neither  accusations  from 
such  quarters,  nor  the  mere  assertions  of  disap- 
pointed office  hunters,  or  reckless  partisan  editors, 
pealing  forth  the  war  cries  of  party,  can  safely  be 
made  the  foundation  of  such  legislation  as  de- 
stroys the  use  of  unquestionable  rights  for  the  pur- 
pose of  preventing  their  abuse. 

In  the  struggles  of  parties  for  power,  it  is  be- 
lieved by  the  committee  that  it  may  well  be  doubted 
whether  the  patronage  of  office  is  to  be  deemed  an 
advantage,  inasmuch  as  while  there  can  be  but 
one  incumbent  of  an  office,  the  number  of  those 
who  are  stimulated  to  partisan  activity  by  the  hope 
of  gaining  it  as  a  leward  for  oictraordinary  exer- 
tions, is  unlimited,  to  sa^  nothing  oft  bone  who  may 
be  paralyze<l  by  disappointment,  or  disaffected  by 
rejection.  Public  sentiment  exercises  a  salutary 
and  controlling  influence  over  the  conduct  of  pub- 
lic functionaries;  and  while  it  preperly  watchts 
their  conduct  with  jealousy,  and  scrutinizes  their 
actions  rigidly,  it  tolerates  almost  unbounded  libcr.y 
•f  speech  in  those  who  are  seeking  office.  We  cannot 
cast  our  eyes  in  any  direction  without  perceiving 
the  evidence  of  the  fact  tha»,  for  every  office  under 
the  Federal  Government,  even  to  the  Presidency, 
ihe  numerical  proportion  of  ihose  who  seek  office 
by  pariisan  activity  is  at  least  three  to  one  against 
ihs  pussesisors.  The  office  seekers  have  an  unli- 
mited freedom  of  speech  and  of  action,  denied  to 
the  incumbent  by  the  circumstances  of  his  position, 
and  are  at  liberty  to  attack  the  motives  and  con- 
duct of  the  latter,  tnd  indulge  in  professions  of  pa- 
triotic ardor  and  disinterestedness,  restrained  by  no 
other  limits  than  the  elastic  crcduli»y  of  their  friends 
and  parly.  That  the  pos-^ession  of  patronage  does 
not  insure  its  retention,  is  proved-  by  frequent  in- 
stances, both  in  the  Federal  and  State  Governments. 

The  committee  believe  that,  in  those  places 
where  the  Federal  officers  enumerated  in  the  bill 
are  most  numerous,  it  will  be  found  that  the  flec- 
tions more  frequently  result  against  than  in  favor 
of  the  Administration;  and  this  proves  either  that 
they  do  not  bring  "the  great  powers  derived  from 
the  Fcdei'al  Government"  to  influence  elections,  or 
that  they  use  them  against  the  party  which  con- 
ferred those  powers,  or  that  no  danger  is  to  be  ap- 
prehended of  their  destroying  the  freedom  and  pu- 
rity of  election.  It  is  believed  that  even  a  majo- 
rity of  those  who  would  be  afl[ected  by  this  bill  are 


hostile  to  the  views  of  policy,  or  opposed  in  the  po- 
litical principles  of  the  present  Administration;  aod 
if  the  sentiments  of  ihose  who  are  found  in  posse- 
sion of  office  in  the  ten  miles  square  are  any  test, 
the  majority  would  be  very  great.  But  the  tioe 
and  conclusive  answer  to  all  such  allegations,  of 
bringing  the  patronage  and  power  of  ihe  Geaertl 
Government  in  hostility  to  the  freedom  and  parity 
of  elections,  is  to  be  found  in  the  fact  that  such  acts 
are  every  where,  in  all  the  States^  pnaishable  by 
State  laws;  and  the  commiuee  are  not  aware  of  any 
prosecution,  even,  for  such  offences. 

It  is  also  worthy  of  special  remark  that,  la  ihuu 
States  where  the  moat  clamor  has  been  raised  and 
the  moat  alarm  has  been  expressed  on  this  .subject, 
the  Slate  fanctionaries  are  opposed  to  the  Admini&- 
tration,  and,  aa.  they  have  the  power,  it  is  their  doty 
to  pnnish  such  offences.  The  commiitee  are  there- 
fore constrained  to  believe  that  there  is  no  just 
foundation  for  such  an  accusaiion,  and  to  look  up- 
on it  as  one  of  those  allegations  which  those  whu  ait 
struggling  to  gath  the  power  which  they  affect  to 
think  so  corrupt  and  corrupting  consider  tbemsebcs 
justified  in  making  to  stimulate  their  partisans  and 
decry  their  opponents.  But  whether  the  mischief 
actually  exists  or  not,  the  committee  proceed  to 
consider  the  policy  and  constitutionality  of  the  le- 
» medy  which  is  proposed  by  the  bill  referred  to 
them. 

The  object  of  the  bill  is  to  render  what  is  lavfol 
and  praiseworthy,  and  in  strict  conformity  with 
boih  the  letter  and  spirit  of  our  institutions,  for  all 
citizens,  criminal  in  a  particular  class  who  have 
been  honored  by  the  confidence  of  the  people  of 
the  whole  States.  It  is  not  to  pnnish  a  crime 
malwn  \n  se,  bat  to  create  a  new  crime.  It  is  not 
to  punish  bribery  and  corruption,  the  robbery  of 
the  ballot  box,  the  suppression  or  forging  of  re- 
turns, or  usurpation  or  neglect  of  official  doty  ia 
giving  effect  to  the  will  of  the  majority  in  eleciioiks 
but  the  use  of  ]»er«uast«n  or  di  nuui^n,  oHiaawU^ 
dling  to  control  or  influence  voters  \^  means  that 
are  lawful  and  right  in  others.  Every  citizen 
ought  to  qualify  himself  by  study,  conveniaiioD, 
and  every  other  means  of  acquiring  knowledge,  \6 
understand  the  theory  and  principles  of  oar  insti- 
tutions, and  to  ascertain  the  beat  mode  of  adminis- 
tering them  in  their  true  spirit,  so  as  to  promote 
the  giea test  good  of  the  greatest  nnmber,  and  10 
render  himself  capable  of  discharging  any  iroat 
that  may  be  conferred  on  him  by  hb  fel- 
low citizens.  It  is  as  well  his  ligfat  » 
his  duly  to  discuss  and  promulge  freely 
the  measures  of  any  Admin islraiioo,  and 
the  character  and  conduct  of  those  who 
support  or  oppose  it,  as  well  to  control  then 
by  the  censorship  of  public  opinion  as  to  subject 
them  to  the  test  of  the  Con^iilution.  Ia  doing  10 
he  may  win  the  confidence  of  his  fellow  citizens  by 
his  declared  opinions,  or  may  become  idcOtified 
with  some  great  principle  which  conciliates  tbeii 
support.  All  this  is  innocent  and  praiseworthy, 
even  if  the  motive  is  the  acquisition  of  office,  be- 
cause it  promotes  the  public  good.  Can  it  be  vi», 
or  even  just,  tq  puni&h  as  a  crime,  when  he  attains 
office,  what  was  patriotic  and  praiseworthy  while 
he  was  seeking  iti  Yet  why  should  office  seeking 
and  office  holding  thus  be  separated  by  arbitrary 
enactments,  which  bestow  honors  and  co  •fideott 
upon  the  one,  and  penalty  and  ignominy  upon  ihe 
other,  for  doing  the  same  act?  How  is  ii  possibk 
for  any  of  the  officers  enumerated  in  this  bill  freely  | 
to  discuss  public  men  and  measures  ia  privaM  I 
circles,  in  public  assemblies,  in  the  newspapers,  or 
even  in  the  unreserved  confidence  of  social  inter- 
tercourse,  when  an  elector  is  present,  before  or 
after  an  election,  without  subjecting  him- elf  to  the 
sweeping  penalties  of  this  bill?  It  is  UDeqoal'  i 
While  one  set  of  functionaries  under  the  Feoctal 
Government,  and  all  thoFc  cif  the  State  Govera- 
ments,  and  the  officers  oMheoorpiirai ions  of  asw- 
dated  wealth,  are  left  with  an  noreatricted  freedtm 
of  speech  and  of  the«.pre$s,  thL^  bill  puts  a  g'g  *zid 
fetters  upon  a  f6W  proscribed  men,  in  respect  (0 
public  men  and  public  measures.  Why  this dis- 
criminationl  Are  the  proscribed  officers  more  cor- 
rupt or  liable  to  corruption  than  other  office  hold- 
ers? Is  it  to  guard  against  the  corrupting  iafiaffnee 
and  pRtronage  of  the  Federal  Adminlstnaienl  If 
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10,  [he  eiTecl  of  (he  bill  woold  be  "itill  more  objeo 
tiooa^Ie.as  in  degrading  them  bjr  taking  from  them 
the  ri^bts  common  to  all  others,  it  won  Id  prepare 
them  (0  beoome  the  willing  inauraments  of  corrap- 
lion  or  ambition.    This  bill  would  create  a  caate 
among  office  Holders,  deriving  their  authority  from 
the  same  high  source,  the  people,  and  requiring  the 
same  high  qnalifications  to  discharge  their  duties. 
Those  enumerated  would  be  degraded  by  the  very 
acceptance  of  offiee,  which  would  cat  them  off  from 
all  identity  of  feeling,  interest,  and  sympathy  with 
their  fellov  citizens,  by  the  Toluntary  mutilation  of 
the  very  manhood  of  citizenship.    It  converts  tho5Q 
oiBceri  into  motes.  -  It  enforces  temporary  outlawiy 
of  the  dearest  and  moct  inestimable  rights  of  citi- 
xenship,   with    a  penalty    suspended    over    (heir 
heads  doring    (he   continuance    of  office,  which 
may  be  cut  by  a*  word,   massage,  writing,  or 
Ten  a  look,  and    doom  them   to  become  out- 
casts—political lepera.    They  would  be  dishonored 
by  the  very  act  of  surrend^ing  snch  rights  for  the . 
mercenary  motives  of  pecuniary  gain  and  rewards 
of  office,  and  proclaim  themselves  j^laves,  and  the 
fit  iflstraments  for  making  slaves  of  others.     They 
would  find  (be  badges  of  slavery  and  dishonor  writ- 
ten upon  their  commissions.  It  creates  a  privileged 
•ItB  of  officeholders.     The  President  and  his  ca- 
binet, the  heads  of  bareaas   and  their  clerks,  the 
officers  of    Congress,    the  judiciary    and    (hair 
clerks,  and  the  district  attorneys,  the  officers  of 
the  army  and  navy,  in  short,  all  the  Federal  offi- 
cers whose  emoluments  are  greatest,  and  whose 
^here  of  influence  is  most  extensive,  are  left  free, 
while  (hose  who  derive  their  compensation  from 
fees  given  for  labor  performed  in  (he  execution  ot 
their  duties,  or  their  daily  support  from  their  daily 
labor  in  the  offices  or  employments  enumerated, 
axe  prohibited  from  intermeddling  in  elections,  by 
won)  or  deed,  save  only  by  giving  their  own  vote. 
Is  it  to  recognise  distinctions  in  society,  grades  of 
virtue  in  officeholders?    Is  it  to  imply  that  the  pro- 
scribed officeholders,  being  chiefly  subordinate,  and 
many  of  them  hard  working  men,  must  ''have 
bridles  in  their  months,  and  saddles  upon  their 
backs,"  as  a  -  preliminary  qualification  for  office? 
Why  should  those  officers  be  rendered  aliens,  and 
be  cut  off  from  the  enjoyment  of  the  social  rights 
of  discussing  political  subjects,  even  under  the  pro- 
toctioR  of  their  own  household  gods,  while  the  other 
fdnctionaries  of  the  Federal  and   State  Govern- 
inents,  and  the  officers  of  the  corporation*!  of  asso- 
ciated wealth,  and  the  employees  of  .private  per- 
sons are  permitted  to  retain  the  full  righL<i  of  citi- 
sens?    This  bill  degrades  the  right  of  sufl'rage,  the 
guardian  of  'all  poljtical  rights,  by  meting  it  out  as 
a  boon  in  different  portions  to  different  citizens,  all 
equally  worthy  of  trust,  and  distinguished  by  popu- 
lar favor,  and  by  placing  it  under  an  odious  espion- 
age. 

It  surrounds  the  proscribed  officers  with  a  body  of 
coamon  informers,  stimulated  by  (woof  the  strong- 
ntinoentiyes  to  constant  vigilance — the   hope  of 
fim,  and  the  desire  of  office — to  watch  their  every 
word,  message,  writing,  look  or  action,  to  torture  it 
ink)  an  endeavor  to  pursuade,  or  to  dissuade,  an 
elector,  in  giving  his  vote,  or  intermeddling  in  an 
election.    By   day  and  by  night,  in  public  and  in 
private,  in  the  election  of  a  Piesident  or  a  Govern- 
or, of  a  constable  or  a  pound  keeper,  the  omnipre- 
sent eye  of  this  new  body  of  familiars  is  alike  upon 
(he  collector  and  his  cartman,the  superintendent  of 
the  public  works,  and  (he  day  laborer  in  his  em- 
ploy.   Where  is  the  limit  to  be  fr<und  in  this  bill 
which  separates  freedom  of  speech  and  of  the  press 
fVom  its  operation?  The  open,  vianly  independence 
of  thought  and  liberty  of  action,  heretofore  justly 
eonsidered  the  best  preservatives  of  our  institutions, 
must  soon  perish  under  the  parasitic  embrace  of 
this  bill.     It  not  only  punishes  the  freedom  of  ac- 
tion, hot  of  thought.    It  forbids  the  desTgaated  per- 
son, as  well  from  intermeddling  in  any  Federal  or 
State  election,  as  from  unng  any  means  with  intent 
to  control  or  influence  the  same;  thus  introducing  a 
new  crime  in  our  code,  without  precision  or  techni- 
cal definition,  broad  and  comprehensive  as  the  thea- 
tre of   human   action,  and   expansive  as   human 
'thought  on  political  subjects.    While  it  deprives  one 
daas  of  Federal  officers  of  a  portion  of  their  rights, 
il  bestows  tlie  most  latitudioarian  power  upon  ano« 


ther  class,  the  farthest  removed  from  the  influence 
of  the  people — the  judiciary.  Them  it  clothes  wiih 
jurisdiction  to  decide  what  is  an  endeavor  to  pur- 
iiuade,  or  to  dissuade,  an  elector  to  give  his  vote; 
what  act  is  an  intermeddling  in  an  election;  and 
what  is  using  any  means  with  intent  to  influence  or 
control  the  same.  It  is  stamped  with  the  most  odi- 
ous and  miserable  impress  of  tyranny,  vagueness 
and  uncertainty.  It  may  well  be  doubted  whether 
the  end — (he  purity  and  freedom  of  election — would 
justify  such  means,  a  delegation  of  such  undefined 
power,  even  to  the  purity  of  the  sacred  ermine. 
The  history  of  other  countries  is  full  of  warning  up- 
on this  subject.  The  Spanish  inquisition,  with  all 
its  terrible  atrocities,  was  reared  upon  quite  as 
slender  a  founda(ion.  Its  proposed  object  was  to 
render  religion  pure  and  uncorrupt;  and,  for  that 
avowed  holy  purpose,  the  most  latitudiha- 
rian  power  was  given  to  its  ministers. 
To  prevent  heresy  in  religion,  they  had,  or  soon 
assumed  for  that  purpose,  the  power  to  punish  all 
persons  who  endeavored  to  ^*persuade*'  or  "dis- 
suade" others,  or  in  anywise  "intermeddle"  in  mat- 
ters of  religion.  Hence,  also,  they  gradually  as- 
sumed cognisance  of  the  intentions,  and  even  the 
thoughts,  of  men,  and  the  tendencies  of  their  words 
and  writings,  in  the  streets  and  in  the  sacred  pri- 
vacy of  the  closet,  on  a  subject  of  universal  concern 
and  everlasting  interest,  and  subjected  them  to  the 
never-sleeping  eye  of  a  body  of  informers,  under 
the  name  of  familiars.  The  parallel  between  the 
bill  referred  to  the  committee  and  the  origin  of  the 
inquisition,  is  as  striking  as  it  is  alarming,  and  dif- 
fers less  in  the  means  than  the  end;  the  one  being 
designed  to  render  religion  pare  and  incorrupt, 
and  (he  other  to  preserve  the  elective  franchise  pure 
and  incorrupt.  The  delegat  tj  •.  <»f  such  unlimited 
power  corrupted  even  the  sacred  priesthood;  and 
religions  heresy  became  the  nrcans  of  their  power, 
and  the  terrible  iostnimeat  of  their  malice  or  ty- 
ranny. Are  laymen  more  pure  or  safer  deposita- 
ries of  unlimited  discretion?  May  it  not  be  justly 
apprehended  that  political  heresy  may  become,  in 
(he  hands  of  the  judiciary,  as  formidable  a  means 
of  power  and  as  vindictive  an  instrument  of  malice 
and  tyranny?  "Confidence  is  every  where  the 
parent  ef  despotism;  free  government  is  founded  in 
jealousy,  not  confidence.  It  is  jealonsy,  not  confi- 
dence, which  prescribes  limited  constitutions,  to 
bind  down  those  whom  we  are  ol))iged  to  trust  with 
power." 

The  committee  believe  that  the  spirit  of  our  in- 
stitutions is  onward;  and  that  it  is  more  consistent 
with  that  spirit  to  look  upon  the  ruins  of  the  inqui- 
sition which  have  fallen  before  the  progress  of  hu*- 
man  liberty,  as  monuments  of  its  triumph,  than  to 
find  materials  to  reconstruct  new  fortresses,  from 
which  to  assail  the  imprescriptable  rightsof  man. 

The  magnitude  of  the  discretionary  power  com- 
mitted by  this  bill  to  the  judiciary,  has  a  tendency 
to  convert  our  form,  of  Government  into  a  judicial 
despotism,  quite  as  intolerable  to  a  free  people,  and 
equally  odious  as  any  other.  The  history  of  the 
star  chamber,  like  tl^at  of  the  inquisition,  proves 
that  no  class,  however  venerated  ,and  elevated,  is 
the  safe  depository  of  unlimited  discretionary  pow- 
er, even  for  the  most  holy  and  salutary  ends.  The 
most  dangerous  and  destructive  assaults  upon  hu- 
man rights  have  been  made  from  fortresses  con- 
structed for  their  defence.  It  deserves  seriaus  con- 
sideration, whether  a  law  like  this  bill  could  ever 
be  carried  into  execution  at  this  day,  and  under 
our  free  institutions— a  law  which  prostrates  the 
freedom  of  thought,  of  action,  of  speech,  ^nd  of  the 
press,  so  far  as  respects  a  large  portion  of  the  most 
intelligent, '  respected,  and  meritorious  of  our 
citizens.  The  great  body  of  the  functionaries 
whom  this  bill  would  effect,  have  been  honored  by 
the  selection  of  the  people,  to  discharge  responsi- 
ble duties,  for  their  honesty,  capacity,  and  fidelity 
to  the  Coastitution.  The  habitual  reviler  of  Re- 
publican' institutions,  and  of  the  capacity  of  the 
people  for  self-government,  may  in  vain  att#«mpt 
(0  fix  a  stigma  upon  all  officers  who  derive  their 
appointments  from  the  people,  for  the  purpose;  of 
thus  gradually  undermining  their  confidence  in  the 
Government  of  their  choice,  but  the  people  will 
always  be  found  true  to  themselves,  and  will  never 
submit  to  the  execution  of  a  law  which  deprives 


their  fellow-citizen  of  his  common  and  equal  lights, 
simply  because  they  had  distinguished  him  by  their 
favor  and  preference.  In  the  opinion  of  the  com- 
mittee, this  bill  would  arm  a.  body  of  informers 
with  dangerous  powers.  In  the  contests  of  parties, 
it  may  happen  that  the  State  functionaries  may 
unite  with  the  corporations  of  associated  wealth, 
in  a  party  struggle  to  obUiin  the  power  of  the  Fede- 
ral Government;  armed  with  the  tremendous  en- 
ginery of  this  law,  actions  of  debt,  bill,  or  plaint, 
in  any  district  or  circuit  court  of  the  United  States, 
and  penalty  and  costs,  is  there  not  reason  to  fear 
that  it  WQuld  be  used  with  ruinous  effect  against 
any  of  the  proscribed  officers,  who  would  not  use 
"  the  great  powers"  given  4o  the  officers  of  the  Fe- 
deral Government  to  promote  the  views  of  the 
Q^ce  seekers?  On  the  other  hand,  would  it  not  ena- 
ble a  corrupt  Administration  to  punish  them  for  an 
independent  exerci^e  of  their  judgment  in  like 
manner?  The  committee  will  only  advert  to  one 
other  objection  to  th^  policy  of  this  bill.  Its  obvi- 
ous tendency  is  to  alienate  the  people  from  the  Fe- 
deral Government,  by  infusing  a  jealoucy  of  its 
powers  and  its  officers,  by  unjust  discriminations 
between  the  two  sets  of  functionaries  chosen  bv 
(he  people,  to  carry  en  the  two  co-ordinate  depart- 
ments of  the  one  single  and  integral  Government, 
formed  by  the  compact  of  the  States,  to  arfay  the 
State  Oi  emments  and  its  functionaries  against  the 
Federal  Government  and  its  functionaries,  and  thus 
gradtially  (o  undermine  ot  weaken  it,  by  treating 
as  aliens  in  (he  State  Governments  those  wlio  accept 
office  under  the  Federal  Government.  In  short,  is 
tendency  would  be,  to  "  alienate  one  portion  of  the 
country  from  the  rest,  and  to  enfeeble  the  sacred 
ties  which  how  link  together  the  various  parts," 
and  therefore,  in  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  it 
uoght  to  be  resisted  in  the  beginning. 

The  committee  are  aware  that  a  precedent  may 
be-  found  for  the  principles  of  this  bill,  and  almost 
its  language,  in  the  legislation  of  England.  So  aUo 
may  be  found  a  precedent  for  the  total  disfran- 
chisement of  the  ofl^cers  of  the  customs,  excise  du- 
ties, and  post  office,  while  holding  office.  Snch  a 
plant  may  be  indigenotis  ih  such  a  soil.  Here  it 
must  ever  be  an  exotic,  from  the  essential  diffe- 
rence between  the  two  Governments.  In  the  Bri- 
tish Government,  the  jealousy  of  encroachment  on 
the  rights  of  the  people  is  confined  k)  the  King. 
The  representatives  of  the  people  are  considered  not 
only  exempt  themselves  from  distrust,  but  likewise 
the  guardians  of  the  people  against  such  encroach- 
ments. Hence,  there,  it  is  a  principle  that  Par- 
liament is  omnipotent;  and  all  barriers  are  raised, 
not  against  the  Parliament,  but  the  prerogative  of 
the  King.  Here,  all  power  emanates  from  the  peo- 
ple; and  the  Constitution,  which  is  paramount  to 
all  laws,  secures  (hem  as  well  against  legislative  as 
executive  usurpation.  The  committee  are  not  pre- 
pared to  }  ield  to  the  policy  of  importing  the  chains 
and  gags  of  the  legislation  of  Great  Britailk  to  ma- 
nacle and  fetter  the  free  citizens, of  this  coualry. 
The  free  and  hontfst  exercise  of  the  right  of  suffrage 
ought  not  to  be  abridged,  shackled,  or  fettered  by 
Federal  legislation;  nor  should  any  class  of  citizens 
be  rendered  odious  by  jealous  distinctions.  The 
committee  can  perceive  no  reason  for  the  adoption 
by  Congress  of  any  restriction  upon  alny  of  what 
they  deem  the  inestimable  and  unalienable  rights  of 
every  class  of  citizens,  merely  because  they  have 
been  honored  with  the  confidenre  of  the  people. 
They  know  no  objection  to  reason,  argument,  or 
even  persuasion,  by  word,  message,  or  writing, 
either  before  or  after  an  election,  from  whomsoever 
it  may  proceed,  or  by  whatever  motive  prompted. 
Nor  t'o  Ihpy-undersiand  on  what  just  principles  it 
can  be  maintained  that  the  possrssion  of  office  simply 
should  deprive  a  citizen  of  the  influence  arising  from 
character,  intelligence,  integrity,  and  the  confidence 
which  they  inspire,  and  of  the  right  to  use  it  as 
others  are  left  free  to  use  theirs.  The  committee 
ran  find  no  scales  in  the  Constitution  in  which  to 
weigh  the  relative  patriotism,  iniesriiy  and  inde- 
pendence of  the  functionaries  of  the  Federal  or  Sia'e 
Governments,  and  .the  officers  of  corporaiions,  or 
the  employers  of  individuil-;.  They  pannot  be- 
lieve that  the  employees  of  the  Federal  Goveif«- 
ment  are  more  corrupt  or  corrupting  than  the  em- 
ployees of  other  bodies  corporate  or  politic,  or  9f 
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indiv  idaals.  They  are  satisfied  that  the  B<sst  cor- 
reciivw  of  any  abn^^e  of  the  freedom  or  purity  of 
flections  by  the  officers  designated, in  ihe  mamer 
rcnd;rpd  penal  by  lliis  bill,  even  if  any  such  ex- 
i5t9,  will  be  found  in  an  enlightened  pablic  opinion, 
which,  fo^ner  or  latf r,  depends  upon  ihc  legin'mate 
morr  I  force  of  truth,  and  the  influence  of  reason 
and  fair  argument,  irrespective  of  mere  official  au- 
ihori'y.  So  far,  ihey  believe  the  experience  of  the 
working  of  our  institution:^  has  proved  the  truth  of 
the  axiom  of  the  great  apostle  of  Democracy,  Ihat 
"errr r  of  opinion  may  always  be  safely  tolerated, 
where  reason  is  left  free  to  combat  it."  They  can 
find  no  justification  of  the  policy  or  justice  of  re- 
straining, by  law,  the  unlimited  liberty  of  the  exer- 
cise of  the  freedom  of  speech  or  tf  the  press  by 
every  class  of  citizens,  whether  in  or  out  of  office, 
than  such  as  in  other  countries  has  prompted  the 
ctlabnshment  of  political  or  religious  inquisitions, 
anafogons  to  the  lendenries  of  this  bill,  which  are 
alike  ai  war  with  experience',  the  spirit  of  the  age, 
and  the  genius  of  our  institutions.  But  if  any  mis- 
chief has  arisen  or  may  nri!«e  from  this  source,  the 
legitimate  remedy  must  l.e  sought  and  found  in  the 
legislation  of  the  several  Stales,  whohe  constitution- 
al duty  it  is  to  prescribe  the  privileges  and  immu- 
nities of  their  citizens,  free  from  the  control  of 
Federal  legislation. 

But  whatever  may  be  the  opinion  entertained  as 
to  the  policy  of  this  law,  the .  committee  are  of 
opinion  that  the  remedy  j  r'>po5ed  is  unconstitu- 
tional. The  second  se'^:'-»K  of  the  first  article  of 
the  Constifuiioii  decir.ieo  ihat  the  members  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  si- all  be  chosen  *•  by  the 
people  of  the  States,  who  >a.ill  have  the  qnallfica- 
lions  requisite  for  ele«t(  n  of  the  mo&t  numerous 
branch  of  the  State  Legislurnre."  And  by  article  se- 
cond, section  first,  declares  that  electors  of  President 
and  Vice  President  "shall  be  appointed  in  such 
manner  as  the  State  Legislatures  may  direct;"  and 
the  second  section  of  the  fo  oith  article  of  the  Con- 
stitution declares  that  the  citizens  of  each  State 
''shall  be  entitled  to  all  the  privileges  and  immuni- 
ties of  citizens  in  the  several  Slates."  Congress, 
therefore,  have  no  right  to  intermeddle,  by  law,  in 
prescribing  the  qualifications  of  electors,  or  the 
mode  of  conducting  elections  of  membeis  of  the 
Hou&e  of  Representatives,  or  electors  uf  President 
and  Vice  President,  nor  in  respect  to  the  privilege 
or  immunities  of  a  citiz*n  of  a  State;  that  rif;ht 
iMrlongs  exclusively  to  the  States,  and  is  by  the 
Constitution  withheld  from  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment. It  is  difficult  to  perceive  upon  what  Con- 
stitutional grant  of  power  the  rif^ht  to  prescribe  ths 
qualifications  of  electors,  and  the  mode  of  conduct- 
ing State  elections  for  Slat?  officers,  can  be  sus- 
tained, and  the  committee  cannot  find  any  warrant 
in  that  instrument  for  its  assumption  by  Congress. 

But  if  any  doubt  upon  this  subject  could  exis% 
it  is  dispelled  by  the  tirit  article  of  the  amendments 
to  the  Constitution,  which  declares  that  "Congress 
shall  make  no  law  respecting  an  establishment  of 
religion,  or  the  free  exeicise  thereof,  or  abridging 
the  freedom  of  speech  or  of  the  press,  or  of  the  right 
of  the  people  peaceably  to  assemble  to  petition  the 
Oovemmeni  for  thie  redress  of  grievances."  The 
Committee  believe  that  the  powers  of  the  Federal 
Government  result  from  the  Constitution,  and  are 
limited  by  the  plain  sense  and  intention  of  that 
instrument,  and  Ihat  the  State  sovereignties  are 
only  diminished  by  powers  specitically  enu- 
merated, or  necessary  to  carry'  the  specified 
powers  into  effect;  and  that  the  Stales,  by  the 
Constitution,  retained  to  themselves  the  right 
of  protecting  the  freedom  of  religious  prin- 
ciples, and  of  judging  how  far  the  licentious- 
ness of  speech  and  of  the  press  may  be  abridged 
without  lessening  their  useful  freedom,  and  how 
far  the  abuses  which  cannot  be  separated  from 
their  use  should  be  tolerated,  rather  than  the  use- 
be  destroyed.  The  freedom  of  religion,  of  speech, 
and  of  the  press,  and  of  the  rij^ht  of  the  people 
peaceably  to  assemble  and  pctiiion  for  the  redress 
of  grievances,  is  withdrawn,  in  express  terms,  from 
the  powers  of  the  Federa  IGovemment.  It  is 
deemed  unnece-ssary  by  the  committee  to  attempt  to 
demonstrate  these  propositions.  They  have  al- 
ready l>een  done  by  the  resolutions  of  the  Virginia 
Legislature  in  1798, 1799  and  1800,  and  the  resolu- 


tions of  the  Legislature  of  Kentucky  ia  1798  and 
1799.  The  provisions  of  this  btll  are,  in  the  opi- 
nion of  the  committee,  more  clearly  uncon&t  ta- 
tienal  than  those  of  the  alien  and  sedition  laws; 
their  tendency  is  more  clearly  and  Uitequ [vocally 
to  abridge  the  freedom  of  speech,  of  the  liberty  of 
the  press,  and  of  the. right  of  peaceably  assem- 
bling. '  It  is  urue  it  is  conftaed  to  a  particular  class, 
certain  designated  ofllcers  under  the  Federal  Go- 
rernment,  bat  it  will  hardly  be  seriously  contended 
that  this  makes  any  cswntial  difference.  If  you 
may  lawfully  abridge  the  freedom  intended  to  l>e 
granted  by  the  Constitution  to  all,  by  laws  em- 
bracing only  a  portion,  yon  may  thus  proceed  until 
all  are  finally  deprived  of  their  rights. 

Under  every  aspect  that  the  oommittee  have  been 
able  to  view  the  provisions  of  this  bill,  it  appears 
to  them  that  it  i«  unjust,  unequal,  impracticable, 
impolitic,  tyrannical,  and  unconstitutional;  that  it 
is  founded  on  an  assumption  of  power  by  the  Fede- 
ral Government  not  granted  by  the  Constitution, 
and  destructive  of  fhe  rights  of  the  several  inde- 
pendent States  composing  the  Union,  and  of  the 
constitutional  rights  of  the  citizent  of  those  States, 
and  that  its  provisions  are  of  a  most  alarming  and 
daiBgeions  tendency — ^not  called  for  by  any  exist- 
ing mischief,  and  would  not  afford  an  appropriate 
remedy  if  such  nkischief  existed.  They,  therefore, 
respectfully  report  the  said  bill,  without  amendment, 
and  rccommeiid  that  the  same  should  not  be  passed. 

A  BILL  to  prevmt  Ibe  interference  of  certain  Fa(  .nl  officers 

in  elccUons. 
To  the  end  tt 


ought  to  be  free  and  incorrupt— 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senmte  and  House  of  RepreaentO' 
tivea  of  the  United  States  of  America  in  Congress  assent- 
bted^  That  fhtin  and  alter  the  fim  day  uf  April,  in  the  year  one 
thousand  eigtit  hundred aad  ihirty.nine,  no  marshal,  or  deputy 
marshal,  no  postmaster  or  deputy  oosima^er,  no  receiver  or 
.register  of  a  land  ofBce,  or  any  of  their  deputies  or  clerks,  no 
survoyor  general  ofthepoblic  lands,  or  any  of  his  deputies  or 
assistaata,  bo  collector,  sanreyor,  navsi  officer,  weigher,  guager, 
appraiser,  or  other  officer  or  person  whatsuever  concenied  or 
employed  in  the  dbarvin^  eollecUng,  levying,  or  managing  the 
customs,  orany  Dianch  or  part  then^ot;  no  enjgineert  officer,  or 
agdot  employed  or  eooceroed  la  the  execution  orsuperinten- 
etence  ofany  of  the  pnliUe  works,  shall,  by  word,  meivage,  or 
writing,  or  m  any  other  manner  whatsever,  endeavor  to  per- 
suade any  elector  to  giTc^  or  dissuade  any  elector  from  giving, 
his  vote  for  the  cbniee  or  any  ptrson  to  be  elector  of  PreeMent 
andVicePreeldentof  iheae  United  States,  or  for  the  choice  of 
any  person  to  be  aSeoaior  or  Representative  in  the  Cengnvs 
of  the  said  Unhad  Blalf%  or  for  the  choice  of  any  person  to  be 
Governor  ci  i^teutanant  Governor  ofany  State,  or  uf  any  per- 
son to  be  a  repiesenlative  or  member  in  the  Legislative  De- 
partment of  any  State  of  this  Union,  or  for  the  choice  of  any 
person  to  aenre  in  any  pablic  office  estahltthed  by  the  law  of 
any  of  said  States;  nor  shall  any  such  officer  or  person  inter- 
meddle in  any  of  the  elections  aibova  mentioned,  or  use  any 
r.  eans  with  intent  to  Influence  or  control  the  same,  othsrwise 
than  by  giving  his  own  vote;  and  every  person  oflending  there- 
in shall  forfeit  the  sum  of  five  hundred  dollars;  one  moiety 
thereof  to  the  informer,  and  the  other  moiety  thereof  to  the 
United  States  aforesaid,  to  be  recovered,  with  costs  of  suit,  hy 
any  person  that  shall  sue  for  the  same,  by  action  of  debt.  bill. 
or  plaint  in  any  of  the  district  or  circuit  courts  of  the  United 
8ute»;  and  evety  person  convict,  on  any  such  salt,  of  the  said 
offence,  shall  thereby  become  disabled  and  incapable  of  ever 
bearing  or  ezecudog  any  office  or  place  uf  trust  whatsoever  un- 
der the  said  United  n 


REMARKS  OF  MR.  PETRIKIN, 
Of  Pennsylvania, 
In  the  House  ef  Rej^e$entaiitcs,  Febiwtry  15, 1839^ 
In  Commiitee  of  the  Whole,  on  the  motion  to 
strike  out  the  appropriation  for  the  Beard  of 
Navy  Commissioners,  and  in  reply  to  the  re- 
marks of  Mr.  AoiMs. 

Mr.  PBTRIKIN  said:  As  to  the  propriety  on  expe- 
diency of  abolishing  the  Board  of  Commissioners  of 
the  Navy  at  this  time,  there  may  be  some  little 
doubt,  but  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  a  reorganiza- 
tion of  the  whole  Navy  Department  is  absolutely 
necessary.  The  Board  of  Navy  Commissioners 
has,  from  its  fini  oiKanization,  acted  as  an  incubus 
on  the  navy;  this  is  a  matter  of  history,  and  cannot 
be  denied.  This  beard  bas  become  odious  to  the 
people,  and  ia  every  quaricr  of  the  country  the 
people  are  complaining  of  it.  This  alone  ought  to 
be  sufficient  cause  for  abolishing  the  board.  The 
people  in  this  eoaintry  are  sovereign,  and  if  an  of- 
fice or  any  branch  of  the  Government  becomes 
odious  or  obnoxions  to  them,  we,  as  their  Repre- 
sentatives, onght  at  once  to  abolish  the  office,  or 
reorganize  the  obnoxious  branch  of  the  Qovem-, 


ment.    As  to  the  suggestion  by  the  gentleniM  from 
Kentucky,  [Mr.  Williams,]  that  the  pre?eni  bfad 
of  the  Executive  Department  is  odious  lo  Ihepco-   I 
p!e,  it  is  not  the  case,  and  is  contradicted  by  facts. 
The  people  have,  on  several  occasions,  aod  somt 
ofthem  very  recently,  tleclared  themselves  saUsficd 
with    the    general    principles   the    prtsent  Ex^ 
cntive     has     acted     upon     in     the    admiois. 
tration    of    the    Qovfrnmeni,    and    the  people 
will  advocate  and  approve  of  his  adiniQistrarjon  as 
long  as  he  acts  on  those  general  priDcip!es,  vhidi 
they  consider  necessary  for  the  preservation  of  tbe 
Cf  nstituiion  and  liberties  of  the  country.   But  ib^y 
do  not  approve  of  many  of  those  who  are  Irept  ia 
office.     Was  the  will  of  the  people  obeyed,  ie  Pre- 
sident would  sweep  out  of  the  Departments  in  this 
city,  a  horde  of  officers  and  clerks  of  the  stm«  poli- 
tical party  of  the  gentleman,  (who  has  volnnieereA 
the  suggestion  I  allude  to,)  who  are  truly  odiooMo 
a  large  m^jority  of  the  people.    So  uiach  for  the 
suggestion  of  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky.  We 
are  told  the  Board  of  Commissioners  oftheoavy 
was  created   at  the  close  of  the  last  war  wiih 
Grreat  Britain,  to  remedy  eviU  that  \rerediscon- 
red  during  the  war  in  the  organization  of  our  Da- 
vy.   But  ihe  true  reason  is  the  scene  we  sec  cvcrf 
session  of  Congress  in  every  department  of  this  Go- 
vernment— a  disposition  to  create  offices  and  offi- 
cers, and  to  furnish  salaries  to  enable  men  to  live 
in  ease  and  affluence,  under  the  pretext  of  doing 
service  to  the  country.    We  heard  of  no  deficieocr 
in  the  oiganization  of  our  Navy  Department  daring 
the  war.    On  the  contrary,  our  navy,  for  the  num- 
ber of  vessels  and  size,  excelled  that  of  all  others 
in  the  known  world  for  discipline  sod  brarery. 
Italy  had  its  Capua;  so  has  the  United  Stales.  Id!^ 
ne??,  luxury,  and  dissipation,  has  aiendency  ton- 
ervatc  and  debilitate  both  body  and  mind.  We  are 
told  of  the  pre-eminent  services  of  tho5C  who  haic 
composed  the  Board  of  Navy  Commissioners,  and 
tbat  they  are  high  minded,  honorable  men.  Tlus 
may  be,  and  is,  no  doubt,  all  true.    I  do  not  know 
them,  nor  have  I  heard  any  charges  made  against 
ihem  as  individuals.     It  is  not  my  intention  to  sa; 
aught  disrespectful  of  tlfe  individuals  who  nov  fil 
the  offices  of  that  board;  and  I  have  no  doubt  thef 
have,  in  times  past,  rendered  service  l«  the  coao- 
try;  but,  sir,  the  man  whou-ould  come  to  this  plaor, 
or  any  other  of  the  cities  of  the  Union,  and  livefi« 
or  six  years  in  idleness  and  luxury,  without  becom- 
ing debilitated  in  body  and  mind,  must  be  an  excep- 
tion to  the  re5it  of  mankind.    The  history  of  the 
world  proves  u  hat  I  a!c<ert  to  be  true.   And  dofi 
age,  and   the  natural  debility  consequent  to  tint 
stage  of  life,  tend  to  lesseri  the  debility  produced  by 
dinner  parties  and  dissipation? 

We  were  told  yesterday  by  a  gentleman  of  kag 
experience  in  government,  from  Massachoftfts, 
[Mr.  Adams,]  that  men  who  represented  people  ^^ 
siding  in  inland  di.stricts,  had  no  right  to  ti^ttsfi 
opinions  here  relative  to  the  organiz&ilon  of  ibe. 
Navy  Department,  and  that  he  was  surprised  ihau 
gentleman  [Mr.  Crarv,  of  Michigan]  shooldhai'e' 
made  the  motion  to  strike  out  this  appropriaiiMv 
who  had  not  a  seaport  in  all  his  State.  I  came  tP- 
Congress  under  the  impression  that  each  member^ 
had  an  equal  right  to  express  his  opinions  in  iclar) 
tion  to  every  branch  of  this  Government,  aad  l|p| 
fmd  fault  or  approve  as  he  thought  the  merits  of  tke 
case  required.  I  was  aware  that  the  geatlei 
from  Massachusetts  acted  with  a  party,  the ' 
of  which  would,  if  in  their  power,  deprive  os 
that  equal  right,  but  I  had  not  heard  it  before 
ly  avowed  on  this  floor.  I  can  tell  the  gentb 
from  Massachusetts  that  the  constituents  o( 
hers  who  represent  inland  districts,  and  have 
seaports,"  during  the  war  of  1812,  rejoiced 
they  heard  of  the  victorie.s  achieve!  by  our  natrj, 
not  only  ^  words,  but  also  by  acL<5.  They  wil 
lingly  submitted  to  pay  every  species  of  tax,dijfei 
and  indirect,  to  support  the  uavy  then,  and  are  vfl 
ling  now  to  do  the  same,  when  the  honor  and  safe*) 
of  ihe  country  require  it.  Bat,  when  the  coastitt 
ents  of  those  whom  the  gentleman  from  Mawnit 
setts  says  have  no  right  to  interfere  with  the  bi 
were  rejoicing  at  its  victories,  the  gentleman^ e 
stiiuents,  and  their  representatives  in  their  Sutel 
gislature,  were  passing  resolves  ^'tksU  UUdtud 
come  a  wwrtd  md  religioui  peapU  to  re^Mce  M  Ai  fic^ 
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Navy  appropriations — Mr.  Petrikin, 


H.  of  Reps. 


^  Mir  Umd  ami  nopci  /ore«;*'  aad  not  oDljr 
bat  bis  State  ExeoatiTe  even  refused  to  defend 
ovQ  soil. 

Mtwoi^entlemen  from  Massachusetts,  [Messrs. 
fts  and  RxBD,]  who  are  opposini;  the  present 
Ido,  and  appear  anxious  to  take  the  navy  into 
special  care   and  keepins;  of  themselves  and 
f  eonstituenti:,  are  not  aalnflaenced  by  their  own 
fate  interests  in  this  maUer,  although  it  did  not 
pme  *'a  moral  and  religious  people  torej^iice  at 
Tictories"  of  this  same  navy,  when  fighting  the 
Aes  of  the  country.    Yet  the  navy,  as  it  is  now 
fdoyed  for  the  benefit  of  ale w, Reserves,  in  their 
nation,  all  commendation  of  praise.    What  is 
present  employment  of  two-thirds  or  more  of 
(▼esetoof  our  navy  now  in  commission?  Why, 
I  they  are  employed  at  a  yasi  expense  in  loak- 
|tfier  the  property,  and -guarding  the  vessels  of 
I  traffickers,  firaders,  and  speculators,  who  live, 
IS  the  gentlemen^  constitnents,  on  the  seacoast; 
,  exploring  distant  seas  and  oceans  to  find  new 
lal  and  whale  fisheries,  or  new  sources  of  trade 
0d  traffic  for  the  gentlemen's  constituents.    But 
Men  the  money  has  to  be  raised  to  pay  the  enor- 
Jioas  expenses,  our  constituents,  who  reside  in  in- 
bnd  districts,  and   have  no  seaports,  have  to  pay 
the  taxes,  although  their  Representatives  are  told 
that  it  18  a  matter  of  surprise  to  gentlemen,  if  they 
happen  to  ask  bow  their  money  is  expended.    Our 
ooDstituents  are  producers— the  district  I  represent 
is  mhabited  by  people  who  send  to  markf  t  flour, 
pork,  whiskey,  coal,   and  iron.    We  furnish  the 
gentlemen^  constitnents  en  the  seaboard  with  the 
necessaries  of  life,  food  and  fuel;  we,  who  reside 
in  inland  districts,  although  we  have  no  seaports, 
pay  the  taxes,  and  bear  the  burdens  of  Government. 
Ths gentlemen's  constitnents, ora  large  majority 
of  them,  are  traders,  traffickers  and  speculators, 
who  hve  by  their  wits,  and  not  by  their  works,  and 
get  their  liy'iog  and  their  wealth  by  the  profits  de- 
rived from    the  farmer,  mannfacturer,  and  miner, 
of  the  iiiteiior.    I  should  like  to  hear  from  the  gen- 
tlemen some  reason  why  we  have  not  a  right  to  in- 
quire how  onr  money  is  expended,  and  when  we 
tfaiair  it  wasted,  complain?    Phave  heard  no  reason 
giFen,  except  that  the  gentleman  from  Michigan, 
^fr.  Craet,]  **had  no  seaport"  in  his  State. 

Hie  advocates  of  this  appropriation  and  of  the 
prsaent  oiiganization  of  the  Navy  Department,. 
have  ari^d  another  reason  why  the  Board  of  Navy 
Gommisstoneis  onght  not  to  be  abolished.  It  is 
not,  air,  the  usefulness  of  the  board,  as  at  present 
eoBstiiated,  nor  is  it  the  flourishing  situation  of  oar 
BATy  ander  their  care,  nor  is  it  the  retrenchment  of 
die  expenses  of  the  Navy  Department.  No,  sir; 
they  have  not  ventured  to  rest  their  defence  on  any 
one  or  aJl  of  those  matter?;  but,  sir,  they  telt  us  of 
die  pre-eminent  serrioes  of  the  persons  composing 
die  board  daring  the  last  war.  We  hear  that  same 
story  in  this  hall  almost  every  week  respecting 
ewery  officer,  of  both  army  or  navy,  who  comts 
hoe  with  a  claim,  or  whese  name  happens  to  be 
Bonncctcd  with  any  subject  of  inquiry.  Now,  sir, 
I  am  willing  to  give  every  person  cfcdit  and  reward 
to  the  fall  extent  for  services  rendered  to  the  conn* 
ry.  Bat,  sir,  have  the  individuals  composing  tbis 
ward  ever  done  more  than  their  duty  in  the  ser- 
nee  of  their  country?  If  they  have,  I,  for  one,  am 
rilling  lo  reward  them  in  a  direct  way,  but  not  by 
rfrai^  them  place  and  pay  for  pretended  services, 
0  the  injary  of  an  important  part  of  the  defence 
€  the  oonntry.  I  should  like  to  hear  in  what  par- 
bd&lar  case  they,  or  either  of  them,  have  done 
lore  than  their  duty.  When  they  solicited  and 
btained  commissions  in  the  navy,  did  they  not 
ootraet  to  do  certain  duties  for  the  country,  and  to 
ieeiwe  for  their  services  a  certain  amount  of  pay, 
ad  if  wounded  or  di5abled,  to  be  supported  during 
leir  livcsl  Have  they  done  more  on  th||r  part 
laa  was  required  of  them  by  the  contract,  or  has 
£  Gk>veniment  and  countiy  done  less  on  their 
irtl  W'ill  the  advocates  of  the  board  answer 
ose  qaestiouii?  I  know  hundreds  who  have  shed 
nr  blood  and  worn  out  their  covstitutions,  now 
yjpg  in  poverty,  equally  meritorious  and  deserv- 
m  with  ct»0  generals,  commodores,  and  other  offi- 
ts,  that  wre  hdir  extolled  by  members  on  this 
i0f  ewery  day;  and  yet,  let  one  of  those  poor  men 
I  have  alluded  to  and  ask  for  their 
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rights,  we  do  not  hear  geiirleinrn  »ay  a  word  m 
their  behalf.  It  is  not  loog  since  we  had  an  in- 
stance of  this  kind  in  this  hall.  We  saw  a  soldjer, 
who  hiid  fought  in  the  battles  of  the  two  wars  of 
independence,  that  of  1776  and  that  of  1812,  who 
was  wounded  and  honorably  discharged,  denied 
the  trifling  pittance  of  $3  75  per  month,,  and  that, 
too,  by  many  of  those  who  are  loud  in  the  praises, 
and  are  for  lavishing  thousands  of  dollars  on  men 
not  so  deserving,  but  who  wear  epaulettes  and  be- 
long to  a  higher  caste  in  society.  Although  I  do 
not  wish  to  derogate  fi oni^  the  character  or  services 
of  any  man,  yet  I  wish  to  see  equal  justice  done 
to  all. 

I  have  always  been  opposed  to  extra  reward.**, 
such  as  swords,  medals,  Ac.  to  persons  who  have 
done  no  more  than  their  duty;  and,  in  many  in- 
stances within  our  knowledge,  those  rewards  are 
not  gi^en  to  persons  most  deserving.  In  fact,  these 
matters  are  looked  upon  by  plain,  sober,  thinking 
|ft  people  as  mere  frippery,  procured,  in  most  in- 
stances, by  management  and  intrigue,  or  for  fashion 's 
sake,  and  not  for  any  services  beyond  what  duty 
required  of  the  individual,  and  for  a  neglect  of 
which  be  would  have  deserved  punishment. 

This  course  of  procedure  has  another  bad  eflTect, 
is  morally  wrong,  and  an  injnry  to  the  people.  It 
is  at  once  declaring  that  an  officer  is  not  bonnd  by 
the  contract  he  enters  into  with  the  Gk)vemment  to 
discharge  the  duties  of  his  office  faithfully,  without 
receiving  a  greater  reward  than  he  stipulates  to  re- 
ceive when  he  accepts  office.  Honor  ceases  to  be 
an  incentive  to  duty;  money  is  the  object 

Gentlemen  on  the  Committee  of  Naval  Affairs 
talk  about  being  taken  by  surprise  by  this  mo- 
tion. Why,  sir,  I  saw  a  resolution  early  in  the 
sion,  submitted  lo  this  House,  (^irectinsr  that  com- 
mittee to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  reorganiz- 
ing the  Navy  Department.  Have  they  given  us 
any  reason  why  they  did  not  inqnire  as  directed? 
Have  they  submitted  lo  us  any  plan  for  a  new  or- 
ganization of  that  Department?  Have  they  applied 
to  the  present,  on  all  hands  acknowledged,  talented 
and  competent  head  of  the  Navy  Department  for 
his  views  on  this  subject?  If  not,  I  should  be  glad 
to  know  why. 

[Mr.  Inghim,  chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
Naval  Affairs,  said  no  such  resolution  had  been  re- 
ferred to  that  committee.  A  resolution  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  abolishing  the  Board  of 
Navy  Commissioners  had  been  referred,  and  the 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts  [Mr.  Reed]  had 
given  his  reasons  for  not  reporting. 

Mr.  Reed  said  the  resolution  referred  to  had 
been  in  his  charge,  and  that  he  had  called  on  the 
gentleman  from  Michigan  to  give  his  views  in 
writing,  and  had  delayed  reporting  to  receive  them.] 

Mr.  P.  resumed.  The  chairman  of  the  Commit- 
tee on  Naval  Affaii  s  says  he  has  seen  no  such  re- 
solution as  I  have  referred  to,  but  acknowledges 
the  existence  before  the  committee  of  a  resolution 
from  this  House  directing  them  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  abolishing  the  Board  of  Navy  Com:- 
missioners.  Mr.  Chairman,  is  not  that  tantamount 
to  a  direction  by  this  House  to  inquire  into  the  ex- 
pediency of  reorganizing  the  Navy  Department? 
Certainly,  no  man  in  his  senses  would  abolish  the 
board  without  giving  something  in  its  stead'. 

The  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  [Mr.  Rbbd] 
docs  not  pretend  to  say  that  he  called  upon  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy  for  hts  opinions  on  this  im- 
portant subject;  nor  does  the  chairman,  or  any 
other  member  of  that  committee,  get  up  in  his 
place  and  inform  us  of  ihei^ having  inquired  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Szvy  for  advice  or  instruction,  no 
as  to  enable  them  to  act  on  the  requisition  of  this 
House  knowingly.  The  only  attempt  to  get  any 
information  that  we  hear  of  being  made,  is  that 
the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  [Mr.  Rbbo] 
called  on  the  gentleman  from  Michigan  [Mr. 
Caart]  for  his  opinions.  Now,  sir,  does  it  not 
appear  strange  thai  he  should  go  to  the  very  man 
for  advice,  who,  we  are  told,  had  no  right  to  inter- 
fere with  matters  relating  to  the  navy,  because  '*he 
had  no  seaport  in  his  district,"  and  that  neither  he 
nor  his  colleagues  on  the  committee  ever  called  on 
the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  who  is  well  qualified  to 
answer  all  queries  relative  to  this  matter,  and  who 
takes  pride  in  doing  the  duties  of  his  station?    Had 


it  b«en  a  resolution  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  making  a  dry  dock,  or  any  other  equally  extra* 
vagant  and  useless  work,  which  would  tend  to 
increase  the  burdens  of  the  country  and  the  expen- 
ditures of  the  Government,  we  should  have  seen  a 
report  long  since  recommending  it,  and  the  gentle- 
men of  the  Naval  Committee  would  have  soon 
f&nnd  the  way  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  for 
information.  But  the  resolution  to  abolish  the. 
Board  of  Navy  Commissioners  savors  of  an  attempt 
at  retrenchment  and  reform;  and,  therefore,  finds 
no  favor  from  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

During  the  war  of  1813,  we  had  no  Navy  Board, 
yet  our  navy  was  the  admiration  of  the  world,  both 
for  the  construction  of  our  vessels  and  the  disci- 
pline of  officers  and  crews.  How  is  it  now?  Why, 
sir,  we  were  told  yesterday ,  by  the  very  men  of  the 
party  who  profess  to  be  the  exclusive  friends  of  the 
navy,  that  our  navy  is  every  thing  but  what  it 
ought  to  be.  We  heard  it  stated  that  one  of  our 
finest  vessels  has  lately  been  converted  into  horse- 
stables,  cow-stalls,  and  donkey-pens.  The  gentle- 
men who  made  this  charge  ought  not  to  have  con- 
fined their  wrath  to  Com.  Elliott  alone;  they  ought 
to  have  gone  back  for  years,  and  examined  the 
history  of  our  na^,  and  they  would  have  found 
that  Com.  Elliott  has  done  np  more  than  has  been 
the  practice  for  years  with  others.  I  was  f  orry  to 
see  gentlemen  show  their  partiality  by  attacking 
one  individual  out  of  dozens  equally  culpable.  If  ~ 
they  did  not  know  such  to  be  the  case,  I  do,  and 
many  others  know  it,  who  are  now  on  the  floor  of 
this  House,  to  be  the  fact,  that  our  naval  officers 
have  not  only  imported  horses,  cows,  and  donkeys, 
in  national  vessels,  but  some  of  them  have  acquired 
fortunes  by  carrying  other  kinds  of  freight.  And, 
sir,  who  is  accountable  for  this  abuse,  if  abuse  it 
is?  Are  not  the  Commissioners  of  the  Navy  Board, 
as  the  guardians  and  executive  officers  of  the  navy, 
bound  to  take  cognizance  of  all  abuses  in  the  navy, 
and  see  them  corrected,  or  at  least  report  them  to 
their  supsriors  for  their  action?  But,  sir,  we  have 
no  evidence  that  they  have  done  so;  on  the  contra- 
ry, this  abuse  complained  of  by  their  own  friends, 
has  been  countenanced  by  them  for  years,  and, 
for  aught  I  know,  they  may  have,  when  in  com- 
mand of  vessels,  participated  in  the  donkey  and 
horse  traffic. 

But,  sir,  the  importation  of  animals,  and  the 
converting  our  ships  of  war  into  horse  stables, 
cow  stalls,  and  donkey  pens,  I  consider  a  much 
more  laudable  use  of  them  than  another  n^e  they 
are  applied  to,  and  for  which  this  same  Navy 
Board  are  responsible.  We  hear  of  our  ships  of 
war  sailing  from  one  port  to  another,  from  Europe 
to  Asia,  and  from,  thence  to  Africa;  the  officers 
giving  fetes,  balls  and  regalias  to  the  princes,  no- 
bles and  gentry  of  despotic  Oovernments,  and  our 
brave  tars  dressed  like  mountebanks,  mftnning  the 
yards  to  cheer  those  noblest.  We  have  had  appli- 
cations made  to  Congress  by  officers,  asking  us  to 
pay  them  large  sums  of  money,  which  they  allrge 
they  expended  in  making*  feasts,  and  giving  balls 
and  fetes  to  the  nobility  of  Europe.  Is  ihat,  sir,  fit 
employment  for  the  officers  or  the  vessels  of  war  of 
plain  Republicans?  It  may  do  for  the  subjects  of 
despots;  but,  sir,  my  constituents  abhor  it,  and  I 
believe  a  large  portion  of  the  people  of  this  country 
are  of  the  same  opinion.  This,  also,  is  not  a  new 
occurrence;  it  has  been  the  practice  for  several 
years,  but  heslatleily  been  indulged  in  to  a  greater 
extent,  and  on  a  more  magnificetit  scale,  by  a  man 
who  has  acquired  immense  wealth  by  holding  office 
under  the  Oovemmcnt  of  this  country;  whether 
honestly  or  not,  every  one  must  judge  for  him.<«lf, 
and  by  the  circumstances  make  up  his  own  opinion. 

Why  did  we  not  hear  of  those  matters  from  the 
gentlemen  in  their  very  eloquent  exordiums  this 
morning,  praising  the  administration  of  the  Board 
of  Navy  Commissioners?  Pbr  years  past  this 
board  have  had  the  exclusive  management, of  the 
navy,  and  it  was  not  until  the  pre?ent  efficient  Se- 
cretary took  charge  of  the  Department,  that  any  of 
those  abuses  were  attempted  to  be  corrected.  It  is 
to  the  present  Secretary  that  the  country  owes  the 
prohibition  of  our  navy  commanders  converting 
onr  ships  into  horse  and  donkey  stables.  He  has 
also,  I  ntiderstand,  made  some  other  changes,  but 
those  commissioners  have  still  too  much  pewer^  ^ 
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without  wof  dlraei  rtsponstbility,  and  it  is  my  wish 
to  see  a  new  oifSDizaticMi  of  the  Nary  Department, 
ao  ihftt  there  may  ^  one  responsible  head,  a 
healthy  body,  and  aettTe  and  efflctent  limbs  to  take 
the  place  of  the  siekly,  unhealthy  condition  of  the 
present  system. 

Before  I  cKwe,  I  must  say  to  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts,  that  my  constituents  alone  send 
more  grain,  flour,  pork,  whiskey,  iron,  and  other 
Mcessaries  of  life;  which  cannot  be  dispensed  with, 
to  market,  than  tWo^thirds  of  all  the  New  England 
States  north  and  east  of  New  York,  besides  coal 
and  lumber  to  an  immense  amotmt,  and  depend 
upon  irdnstry  and  frugality  for  their  prosperity,  and 
not  upon  appropriations  from  the  General  Qovem* 
ment  for  light-houses,  harbors,  dry  docks,  or  ezclu- 
aiTe  prirtleges  as  most  ef  his  constituents  do. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  hope  the  committee  will  adopt 
the  amendment;  bat  whether  it  is  adopted  or  not 
at  this  session,  the  discu^on  of  the  subject  will 
call  the  attention  of  those  who  administer  the  Go- 
rernment  to  provide,  by  next  session,  a  plan  to  re- 
medy the  evil  complained  of;  and  it  will  also  let 
those  in  office  know,  that  the  people  are  not  either 
blmd,  deaf,  or  dumb,  although  they  may  not  have 
'*  a  seaport"  in  their  vicinity,  but  are  busy  scruti- 
nizing the  conduct  of  those  entrusted  with  the 
management  of  the  affairs  of  the  nation.  I  wish 
it  to  be  distinctly  understood,  that  it  has  not  been 
my  intention  to  say  aught  derogatory  to  the 
private  character  of  any  man  in  ofScK\  it  is  not  the 
men  or  their  private  characters  I  attack,  but  the 
office,  and  the  effect  produced  by  an  improper 
and  improvident  organization,  producing  evils 
which  those  I  represent  wish  to  have  reme<Ued. 


REMARKS  OF  MR,  BENTON, 

Of  Missouri, 
H  SenaU,  Feknury,  1839^0n  the  bill  providing 
for  the  armed  occupation  and  settlement  of  Flo- 
rida, and  in  reply  to  Mr.  Moaais  of  Ohio  and 
Mr.  Davis  of  Massachusetts. 
Mr.  BENTON  said,  the  Senator  from  Ohio  had 
acted  with  hts  accustomed  frankness  in  staling  the 
reason  which  induced  him  to  oppose  this  bill.  It 
is  because  Florida  is  a  slaveholding  Territory,  an^ 
because  the  bill  will  have  the  effect  of  increasing 
the  slaveholding  interest !  For  these  reasons  he 
opposes  it,  and  he  seems  to  think  that  God  will 
curse  UNy  country  or  place  which  admits  of  slavery. 
He  instances  San  Domingo  as  a  country  which  has 
declined  and  decayed  because  the  French,  as  be 
says,  banted  the  slaves  with  dogs;  seeming  to  forget 
the  horrid  massacre  of  the  white  race  which  took 
place  in  that  island  about  forty  years  ago, 
and  which  destruction  of  the  white  race  is  the 
true  cause  of  the  decline  of  the  island.  He 
also  instances  Alton  as  a  place  which  has  become 
desolate,  because  Mr.  Lovejoy,  the  Abolitionist, 
lost  his  life  there.  This  may  be  a  double  error. 
Alton  may  not  be  desolate— may  not  have  expe- 
rienced any  decline  but  that  which  is  the  tenr.poraiy 
effect  of  overaction;  and  if  not  as  flourishing  now 
as  formerly,  it  may  be  for  a  very  different  reason 
than  that  of  the  wrath  of  the  Deity  for  the  death  of 
Mr.  Lovejoy.  But  what  has  Florida  done  to  excite 
these  remarks,  or  to  make  her  dread  the  Divine 
vengeance?  She  has  done  nothing  against  the 
black  race  or  the  Abolitionists.  She  has  done  no- 
thing to  cause  the  Deity  to  make  her  a  place  of  A- 
solation;  but  desolate  she  is— desolate  is  41,000 
square  miles  of  her  territory,  made  so  by  the  ra- 
vages of  the  colored  races  upon  the  white  I  Four 
counties  of  Florida  are  depopulated-— great  num- 
bers of  families,  fathers,  mothers  and  children,  have 
been  massacred-— a  great  many  officers  and  soldiers 
have  been  killed,  and  none  made  prisoners  I  No 
prisoners— -not  one— .not  even  in  the  defeatof  Ma- 
jor Dade.  That  defeat  was  a  treacherous  attack 
before  war  had'hpm  openly  madef-  and  when,  at 
two  o'clock  in  the&Tternoon,  there  was  no  longer  a 
man  left  standing— when  nearly  all  were  dead,  and 
the  survivors,  covered  with  wounds  and  blood,  lay 
among  the  dead  in  the  little  breastwork  which  they 
had  thrown  up  for  their  defence— when,  in  this  con* 
dition,  even  Indian  ferocity  relented,  and  aavage 
cruelty  was  satiated— then  it  was  tbat  a  band  of 


forty  negroes  came  doWn  upon  the  helpless  sar- 
vivors,  sought  out  for  each  otie  that  was  alive, 
an4  gaveihe  knife  and  the  hatchet  to  every  help- 
less being  in  whom  breath  or  motion  could  be 
found.  This  is  what  the  negroes  did;  and 
it  was  only  from  two  wounded  soldiers,  believed 
to  be  dead,  but  who  were  able  to  crawl  off  in 
the  night,  that  the  details  of  that  disastrous  de- 
feat and  massacre  have  come  to  the  public  know- 
ledge. So  far  as  the  Indians  were  concerned,  they 
left  a  part  of  the  wounded  alive  in  the  breastwork; 
so  far  as  the  negroes  were  concerned,  they  spared  not 
one!  They  killed  to  the  last  man  in  whom  they 
could  find  a  sign  of  life,  and  the  two  that  escaped 
were  not  spared  by  design,  but  believed  to  be  dead, 
and  left  for  dead.  This  has  been  the  conduct  of 
the  colored  races  in  Florida;  and  certainly  the  Se- 
nator from  Ohio  should  see  that  his  sympathy  is 
misplaced;  that  it  his  own  white  race  which  has 
been  the  sufferer  In  Florida;  and  that  the  colored 
races  have  exulted  in  the  slaoi^ter  and  destruction 
of  men,  women,  and  children,  descended,  like  the 
Senator  himself,  fh>m  the  white  branch  pf  the  hu- 
man race. 

The  Senator  from  Ohio  [Mr.  Moaais]  is  candid 
enough  to  speak  for  others  as  well  as  himself;  be 
speaks  for  certain  sagacious  politicians,  as  he  de- 
scribes them,  who  saw,  in  this  bill,  fW>m  the  mo- 
ment it  was  brought  forward,  a  design  to  raise  up 
new  Territories  in  the  South  to  become  slave  States, 
aad  to  increase  the  slaveholding  interest  He  tells 
us  that  these  sagacioas  politicians  all  saw  this  effect 
the  moment  the  bill  was  brought  in;  and  he  ap- 
plauds the  foresight  of  these  sagacious  men.  Doubt- 
less, the  effect  of  the  bill  will  be  to  increase  the  po- 
pulation of  Florida;  and  is  that  a  sufficient  reason 
with  the  sagacious  politicians  to  whom  he  refers  for 
opposing  the  bill?  Certainly  the  politicians  of  the 
South  and  West  have  not  acted  on  this  principle  in 
relation  to  the  nonslaveholding  Territories.  Look 
at  Wisconsin  and  Iowa,  two  Territories  on  the  Up- 
per Mississippi,  both  fully  oiganiz^,  filling  up  with 
people,  and  ready  to  become  States  within  less  thsn 
two  years  from  this  day.  Where  was  Southern 
jealousy  when  these  two  Territories  were  oiganized? 
Where  were  the  sagacious  politicians  of  ^  South 
at  that  time?  They  were  here,  sir— here  in  this  Se- 
nate, and  in  the  House  of  Representatives;  they 
knew  very  well  that  they  were  raising  up  two  non- 
slaveholding States;  but  they  did  nothing  to  obstract 
the  organization  of  the  two  Territories;  they  indulged 
no  jealousy;  they  made  no  political  calculations; 
they  did  what  they  believed  was  right;  and  now  all 
th;;t  they  ask  from  the  politicians  of  the  nonslave- 
holding States,  is  to  act  on  the  same  principle— to 
do  what  is  right  for  Florida,  without  indulging  in 
jealousy,  or  political  calculations. 

The  Senator  from  Mavachusetts  [Mr.  Davis] 
has  followed  the  Senator  ttom  Ohio,  and  has  en- 
tered into  an  elaborate  opposition  to  the  bill.  He 
objects  to  all  parts  of  it,  the  details  as  well  as  the 
principle,  and  strenuously  opposes  its- passage. 
He  objects  to  the  land  bounty,  and  treats  it  as  a 
naked  gratuity,  like  the  fishing  bounties,  and  con- 
siders it  a  free  gift  of  so  much  of  the  public  do- 
main. So  far  as  the  fishing  bounties  are  con- 
cerned, they  are,  where  net  a  drawback  of  the  salt 
duty,  a  naked  gratuity  for  ^faich  no  servrees  are 
rendered  to  the  United  States;  hvtt  in  the  case  of 
these  settlers,  Che  land  will  not  be  a  bounty  in  the 
nature  of  a  premium  or  a  gift,  but  will  be  a  boun- 
ty in  the  military  sense  of  the  word,  that  is  lo  say, 
it  will  be  in  payment,  or  part  payment,  of  military 
service.  This  is  the  nature  of  the  bounty  land  to 
be  granted  by  the  bill.  It  is  not  a  gift,  but  is  a 
price  paid  for  services,  real  services,  which  are  to 
be  rendered.  The  ten  thousand  settlers  in  Florida 
are  to  go  into  stations — ^into  blockhouses  and  stock- 
ades— ^into  fortifications,  in  fact — ^which  they  are  to 
man  and  defend  until  Florida  is  pacified,  and  the 
Indians  are  removed.  Theyr  are  to  do  the  service 
of  an  army,  •and  to  accomplish  an  object  which 
armies  have  not  been  able  to  accomplish.  They 
are  to  render  military  service,  which  may  continue 
one,  two,  or  more  years.  Now  this  is  no  glA  of 
land.  It  is  a  sale,  and  a  sale  for  a  valuable  con- 
sideration; and  such  a  consideration  as  thousands 
will  reject  for  one  that  will  aeoept.    Thoosands 


will  refuse  to  take  the  land  on  the  tenuR  of  the  bilL 
for  one  that  will  take  it.  Perfasps  few  frem  tin 
Senator'd  own  State  will  accept  390  aerei  of  lud 
on  the  terms  proposed,  yet  every  one  of  them  voold 
certainly  accept  it  as  a  gii\.  The  Senator, ttenfoie; 
is  in  great  error  in  treating  these  bountice  as  giflb. 
They  are  pay  for  militaiy  services,  as  mach  so  as 
the  military  bounty  lands  of  the  late  war.  Bj  u 
act  of  Congress,  the  soldiers  in  the  latter  part  of  die 
late  war  received  a  1>ounty  in  land  of  320  aeics 
each:  the  soldier  received  this  over  and  above  Ui 
pay,  subsistence,  clothing,  and  other  allovaaoei. 
The  land  was  called  a  bounty;  bat  it  was  a  boonty 
in  the  sense  of  the  bounty  money  paid  to  tbereerait 
at  the  time  of  enlistment;  it  was  pay,  and  notagiA! 
The  Senator  comes  from  a  State  wbidi  opposed  ihe 
bounty  land  to  the  sokliers  of  the  late  war,  lo  aidia 
repulsing  the  British.  He  now  opposes  bountieito 
settlers  in  Florida,  to  drive  the  Indians  from  that 
Territory;  and  in  all  this  his  Sute  iseoosisteoL  She 
acts  on  a  uniform  principle,  and  is  entitled  to  re- 
spect for  her  steadfastness  of  purpose.  No,  sir, 
these  bounties  are  not  gifls,  but  payments  for  great 
and  valuable  services.  The  Senator  says  the  had 
will  amount  to  3,900,000  acres,  and  wiU  be  wofth 
four  miltiona  of  dollars;  and  this  is  true.  The  had 
would  bring,  if  sold,  four  millions  of  doUais  to  ihe 
Treasury;  but  it  haa  to  be  conquered  before  it  cm 
be  sold !  It  will  have  to  be  conquered !  These  settlen 
will  have  to  conquer  the  3,900,000  acres  for  ihen- 
selves,  and  also,  at  the  same  time,  will  eonqner 
above  twenty  millions  of  acres  more  for  the  Go- 
vernment; for  the  Indians  now  have  possesNoa  of 
twenty-six  millions  of  acres  of  land  in  Bast  Flori- 
da, the  greater  part  of  it  public  land,  and  of  which 
the  Oovernment  can  have  no  use  until  the  ladiiK 
are  expelled.  Grant  that  the  land  wouM  be  vertk 
tour  millions  of  dollars,  when  it  is  conqaered:  it  is 
worth  nothing  to  us  now;  aud  it  will  be  the  cheap- 
esl  payment  that  can  be  made  for  the  eonqoest  of 
Florida.  The  Senamr  from  Massacbnsetii  is 
startled  at  four  millions;  yet  his  fishennea  haie 
drawn  upwards  of  six  millions  of  dollars  iahoaa- 
ties,  and  are  now  actually  drawing,  from  year  to 
year,  at  the  rate  of  |957,600  per  annum. 

!rbe  Senator  from  Massachusetts  objects  aholo 
the  rations,  the  medicines,  the  seed  grains,  te 
transportation,  and  the  hospital  -aKendaoce  vUch 
is  to  be  given  to  the  settlers.  He  copadep  atf 
these  aids  as  gratuities — as  naked  gifte— bestowd 
upon  the  settlers  for  nothing.  Far  otherwise  isito 
fact,  Mr.  President  They  are  in  paymeai  of  ■!• 
ilary  services;  they  are  in  part  payment  for  ne 
same  services  for  which  the  land  is  gtaaied;  aad 
.  they  rest  upon  the  same  principal  as  similar^ 
plies  to  militia  and  volunteers,  when  called  *» 
the  service  of  the  United  States,  would  rest  s^ 
The  whole  of  these  small  items  together  will  atf 
cost  the  Treasui7  more  than  half  amillioarfd* 
lars;  a  mere  trifle|compnred  to  the  expesssol 
calling  out  militia  and  volanteers  on  evoy  atarBt 
Governor  Oilmer,  with  the  sanction  of  the  G^ 
vemment,  has  just  called  out  five  huaditd  ""«^ 
the  protection  of  the  lh>nliers  of  Geoigia;o*rf 
bodies  have  been  called  out  for  the  proiec»ioi« 
middle  Florida,  and  the  counUy  about  Sc.  Aogas* 
tine;  and  these  calls  moat  be  repeated  aaofieiM 
depredations  are  committed — as  oftoaas  iliW% 
real  or  false,  continue  to  occur.  Tbe^egalartisig 
cannot  guard  the  frontiers.  They  may  do  aH 
can;  the  Indians  will  elude  them— will 
their  presence — ^will  steal  in  upon  the  setti 
and  will  massacre  families.  Then  volnateeiB' 
be  called  out;  they  will  come  when  they  are 
and  they  will  be  paid.  A  large  annual  ei 
ture  must  be  looked  for  in  this  way,  over 
above  the  expenses  for  the  regular  troops 
the  Indians  are  removed,  unless  the  coonuyw] 
cupied  by  armed  settlers.  These  are  the  < 
means  to  terminate  the  war,  and  they  are  the 
est  means--cheapest  in  a  mere  moneyed  | 
view,  to  say  nothing  of  being  cheapest  ia  liv^ 

It  is  objected  to  the  bill  by  the  SenatorlT 
Massachusetts  [Mr.  Davis]  that  these  10,W 
tiers  are  to  be  without  military  oipinf-^'*""' 
possibly  he  might  have  foand  a  still  i 
Jeetion  to  them  if  they  bad  been  ofgaaiaei 
they  had  been  oiganixed,  then  we  should  her 
oouatered  objections  to  mvmyof  10f060 
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OTcrkfld  above  oar  regular  army  of  12,000. .  Thb 
VIS  well  forfseeb;  it  was  foresean  that  we  should 
hare  a  er/  against  a  new  army;  and,  therefore,  the 
lettleiygo  Doder  their  real  characteriiof  cuiiivators; 
aadwhen  assembled  in  their  stations,  they  can 
Ibnn  themselves  into  companies  and  battalions,  if 
Ihcy  please,  under  the  laws  of  Florida,  oi  they  may 
remain  in  ijieir  stations  and  choose  a  leader  from 
imons:  themselves,  if  they  wish  to  make  expedi- 
tions, and  pursue  the  Indians.      They  can  make 
sadi  expeditions  if  they  please;  it  will  be  at  their 
own  option;  the  bill  does  not  require  it;  it  requires 
bol  three  things;  first,  to  live  at  ihe  station;  second- 
If,  to  defend  it  if  attacked;  thirdly,  to  cultivate  the 
ground  for  their  own  benefit.      This  is  all  that  the 
bHI  requires;  and  to  do  these  thiugs  requires  no 
military  organization.      Doubtless  the  settlers  will 
defend  themselves,  and  they  can  choose  their  own 
ieaden  for  that  purpose.    United  Stales  troops  will 
always  be  at  hand  to  aid  them;  and  such  disposi- 
tion of  the  troops  can  be  made  that  every  station 
will  be  within  protecting  distance  of  a  body  of 
itfolars. 

The  Senator  from  Massachusetts  [Mr.  Davis] 
for&er  objects  to  the  bill  because  it  contemplates  a 
"  letUement  of  the  Territory  of  Florida.    He  says  it 
iiabiJl  to  promote  settlement — to  cause  the  coun- 
tty  to  be  settled — to  induce  people  to  go  to  the 
couniiy  and  settle  there.    Sir,  it  is  rather  a  bill  to 
leaeilJe  the  country — to  reoccupy  it — to  repeople  it. 
Often  has  it  been  stated  in  this  debate  that  the 
iahabitanis  of  four  counties  and  a  half  of  this  por- 
tion of  Florida,  have    been  driven   from    their 
hornet  for  three   years;  that  about  one  hundred 
miles  square  of  territory  between  the  Suwannee 
liid  Ihe  St.  Johns^  and  between  the  Georgia  line 
aad  the  Withlacoochee  river,  all  settled  over  at  the 
breaking  out  of  this  war,  and  part  of  it  settled  un- 
der the  Spanish  Government,  has  been  depopulated 
by  this   war,  the   inhabitants  driven  from   their 
iomes,  and  now  anxiously  wishing  to  return.    It 
iioseof  the  objects  of  the  bill  to  restore  these  exiled 
flimilies  ro  their  homes.    It  is  an  object  of  the  bill, 
alio,  to  restore  the  settlement  and  to  rebuild  the 
li^t-hoase  at  the  point  of  the  peninsula,  where  so 
much  commerce  passes,  where  the  contracted  gorge 
af  the  gulf,  the  violence  of  the  gulf  stream,  and  the 
Aeqoent  prevalence  of  contradictory  winds,  subject 
Berchant  vessels  to  danger  of  being  wrecked,  and 
Vhere  the  wrecked  American  mariner  is  more  cer- 
of  being  massacred  than  be  would  be  on  the 
barbarian  coast  of  any  part  of  Africa  or  of 
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Mr.  B.  here  read  a  letter  from  Lieutenant  Shu- 
flick,  of  the  tJoited  Slates  Navy,  dated  in  Decern- 
iKf  last,  showing  the  force  ^f  (he  Indians,  the 
.teiger  to  ships  and  mariners,  the  supplies  which 
mi  hostile  Indians  received  there  from  wrecked 
Ifeawlsyand  the  necessity  of  aiding  the  commerce 
flir  the  country,  as  well  as  protecting  the  lives  of 
enr  citizens,  in  that  exposed  poini  of  the  peninsula 
fif  FlohdA. .  The  following  is  the  letter: 

*'  U.  S.  Sloop  Pakthbr, 
Off  Kct  Bjsgatno,  Dec.  ),  1838. 

.  "Sib:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  you,  ihat  af- 
tar  having  executed  your  order  relative  to  the 
bms/er  o£  stores  from  Indian  Key,  I  proceeded  to 
yBjf  Blszaynoy  and  made  expeditions  in  the  Boca 
jUoDCs.  We  fell  in  with  large  bodies  of  ludi- 
9»f  wbo  came  to  the  edge  of  the  woods  and  built 
ies  to  entice  ns  on  shore.  I  did  not  attack  them, 
bnr  force  being  too  large.  On  Sunday,  the  24ih 
l^vember,  a  boat  came  alongside,  informing  me 
iat  the.  steamer  Wilmington  was  ashore  to  jhe 
forth  of  Cape  Florida.  The  Panther  was  imme- 
Blely  ander  weigh  and  about  iifiy  miles  above 
e  cape,  I  had  the  pleasing  satisfaction  of  rescuing 
a  test  of  her  crew,  sixteen  in  number.  These, 
nh  two  buats,  I  brought  to  Key  Bisca}  no. 
"In  the  interim  I  despatched  acting  Lieut.  C.  R. 
dward  with  the  barge  Shacco,  in  one  of  ihe  hloops 
Mr.  Ilousoaan,  to  the  wreck  of  a  Spanish  brig. 
paaved  her  crew,  (nearly  ihiity  slaves,)  a  large 
rtion  of  her  cargo,  but  was  subsequently  blown 
y  and  the  barge  most  unfortunately  lost  in  get- 
g  her  in,  I  £en  went  up  in  the  Panther — got  a 
sat  deal  of  Utd  from  her,  and  oiher  articles  that 
old  bare    been  valuable  to  the  Indiana,   and 


burnt  her.    The  I  iJi-ms  were  in  sight  in  ihe  river 
behind  the  hill. 

"Respejtfuliy,  &c.  I  have  the  honor  to  be, 
E.  T.  SHUBRICK, 

Acting  Lieutenant 
'Xient.  ComMt  John  LcLaughlin, 

United  Slates  schooner  Wave." 

Having  read  this  letter,  Mr.  B.  appealed  to  the 
Senator  from  Massachusetts  [Mr.  Davis]  as  a  friend 
to  commerce,  and  as  representing  a  commercial 
State,  to  aid  in  restoring  the  exiled  inhabitants  to  their 
hones  at  the  point  of  the  peninsula;  that  the  light- 
house which  the  Indians  had  burnt  down  might  be  re- 
built, and  a  population  established  there,  not  only  to 
succor  mariners  and  ships  after  they  were  wrecked, 
but  before  i>*,  to  relieve  them  while  in  distress,  and 
to  save  lives,  vessels  and  property  from  the  dangers 
which  they  now  encountered.  In  the  name  of 
commerce,  Mr.  B.  invoked  the  Senator  from  Mas- 
sachusets  to  cease  his  opposition,  and  to  give  his 
aid  to  the  settlement  of  Florida;  to  Its  occupation 
and  reoccupatibn  by  our  own  citizens,  to  the 
exclusion  of  the  marauding'  and  murdering 
Indians  which  now  roamed  over  it,  ravaging 
where  they  went.  Porty-oae  thousand  square 
miles  of  territory ~a  region  from  the  Sawannee 
river  to  the  Atlantic  ocean,  from  the  State  of  Geor- 
gia to  Cape  Sable — a  region  of  country  above  four 
hundred  miles  in  length  and  more  than  one  hun- 
dred in  breadth — this  vast  region,  capable  of  sus- 
taining a  large  population,  rich  in  the  production  of 
the  most  valuable  tropical  crops  and  fruits,  (he 
proper  region  of  the  mulberry,  where  three  genera- 
tions, of  the  silk  worm,  and  consequently  three  suc- 
cessive supplies  of  their  rich  products,  may  be  an- 
nually expected — where  fisheries  of  great  value 
await  our  industry,  and  where,  from  its  geographi- 
cal position,  commerce  demands  aid  and  succor — 
this  large  and  rich  region  now  demands  the  protec- 
tion of  this  Government,  and  certainly  protection 
is  the  first  duty  which  the  Government  owes  to  its 
citizens. 

The  Senator  from  Massachusetts,  in  the  univer- 
sality of  his  objections  to  the  bill,  deprecates  it  as  a 
new  measure — as  a  new  mode  of  proceeding,  never 
before  thought  of.  Sir,  it  is  new,  I  admit,  but  new 
only  in  the  sense  of  the  French  proverb  which  says, 
"nothing  is  new  but  what  has  t)een  forgotten.**  In 
this  sense  the  plan  of  the  bill  is  new,  for  the  Sena- 
tor seems  to  have  forgotten  that  every  inch  of  ter- 
ritory on  this  continent,  now  occupied  by  white 
people,  was  taken  frum  the  Indians  by  armed  set- 
tlers, and  that  pre-emptions  and  donations  of  land 
have  for  ever  rewarded  the  held  settlers  who  ren- 
dered this  service  to  the  civilization  of  the  world. 
The  savages  have  given  way  before  the  armed 
settler  from  the  day  that  t^e  new  world  was  disco- 
vered up  to  the  present  time.  The  block-house, 
the  stockade,  the  rifle,  have  taken  the  country,  and 
have  held  it,  from  the  shores  of  the  Allantic^to 
the  far  West;  and  in  every  instance  grants  of  land 
have  rewarded  the  courage  and  enterprise  of  the 
bold  pioneer.  The  bill,  then,  instead  of  proposing 
symeihing  never  heard  of  before,  proposes,  in  fact, 
TO  go  back  to  the  old  and  tried  mode  of  proceeding 
— to  go  back  to  the  ancient  and  wise  practice  of 
our  forefathers,  and  to  follow  the  course  which  ha^ 
been  always  followed  in  the  settlement  of  new 
countries. 


ARMED  OCCUPATION  AND  SETTLEMENT 
OP  FLORIDA. 

SPEECH  Of"mR   BENTON, 

Of  Missouri, 
In  Setutfe,  Tuaiay,  Febrwary  5,  1839. 

The  bill  for  the  armed  occupation  and  settle- 
ment of  that  part  of  Florida  which  is  now  overran 
and  infested  by  hostile  bands  of  Indians,  was 
taken  up  and  read. 

[The  bill  proposes  to  grant  330  acres  of  land  to 
each  white  seitler  over  the  age  of  eighteen,  able  to 
bear  arms,  not  exceeding  10,000  men,  who  shall 
settle  in  such  parts  of  Florida  as  ^ball  be  indicated 
by  the  Government,  and  remain  there  as  a  cultiva- 
tor until  the  Indians  are  expelled  from  the  country. 
The  settlers  to  live  in  stations  of  from  forty  vb 
one  hundred  men,  to  have  a  apecial  protection  from 


the  United  States  troops  whilfi  putting  up  their 
blockhouses,  and  a  general  protection  afterwards. 
The  United  Slates  to  supply  them  m*  rovisions 
for  one  year,  and  with  seed  grains  anu  ^eed  vegeta- 
bles for  the  first  crop,  with  ammunition  until  peace 
is  restored,  and  transportation  to  distant  stations; 
each  settler  to  choose  his  own  land,  according  to 
the  date  of  settlement,  so  that  first  settlers  shall 
have  fir;>t  choices  within  their  respective  districts; 
with  several  minor  provisions  for  the  benefit  of 
the  health,  comfort,  and  safely  of  the  settler.] 

The  bill  having  been  read  through,  Mr.  BENTON 
rose,  and  said  it  was  a  new  measure,  proposing  a 
radical  change  in  the  mode  of  expelling  the  Indians 
from  Florida,  and  that  an  exposition  of  its  princi- 
ples, and  of  the  fcafOns  for  proposing  it,  would 
naturally  be  expected  by  the  Senate. 
.  It  is  a  new  measure.  It  proposes  to  carry  set- 
tlers, instead  of  militia  and  volunteers,  to  Florida; 
it  proposes  settlement  and  cultivation,  instead  of 
car^jpaigns  and  battles;  it  proposes  to  substitute  the 
axe,  the  nlough,  and  the  hoe,  for  the  gun,  the 
sword,  and  the  bayonet.  This  is  a  radical  change 
in  our  mode  of  operating  in  Florida,  and  the  rea- 
sons for  it  are  clear  and  decisive.  Troops  have 
been  tried,  and  have  failed  in  accomplishing  the 
object.  Every  species  of  troops  have  been  tried; 
regulars,  militia,  and  volunleers,  horse  and  foot. 
They  have  made  campaigns  and  fought  baitlcs  for 
three  years,  and  have  done  all  that  men  could  do 
under  such  circumstances;  and  they  have  suffered 
more  than  men  ought  to  be  required  to  suffer  in 
such  a  war;  and  all  without  accomplishing  the  ' 
object.  Three  years  have.been  consumed  in  mili- 
tary operations;  and  at  what  cost  and  with  what 
result^:?  At  the  cost,  in  money,  of  hear  twenty 
millions  of  dollars;  in  lives,  of  near  forty  officers 
killed,  or  died  of  the  wounds,  or  of  the  climate;  of 
many  wounded;  of  nearly  four  hundred  soldiers 
killed  and  wounded  of  (he  regular  aripy;  besides 
heavy  losses  among  the  militia  and  volnntpeis. 
This  is  ihe  cost!  and  what  are  the  results?  The 
results  are,  four  counties  of  Florida  depopulated — 
the  Indians  ravaging  the  country  from  Cape  Sable 
to  the  Okefinokee  swamp*-the  frontiers  of  Georgia 
attacked— depredations  carzied  to  the  suburbs  qC 
St.  Augustine  aad  Tallahassee — the  light-house  at 
Florida  Point  burnt  and  destroyed— shipwrecked 
mariners  on  the  coast  of  Florida  massacred — and 
all  cultivation  su.<ipended  over  a  large  district  of 
coantry,  part  of  which  was  settled  and  cultivated 
upder  the  dominion  of  Spain,  when  Florida  was  a 
a  province  ot  that  kingdom.  Th?se  are  the  results 
after  three  years  of  military  operations — after  this 
great  cost  in  money  and  in  lives. 

The  ineflicacy  of  campaigns  and  battles  is  prov- 
ed; and  the  qaebtion  is,  what  shall  we  do  nextl  Shall 
we  continue  to  call  out  thousands  of  volunteers  to 
co-operate  with  the  regular  army  in  the  further 
prosecution  of  the  war)  Shall  we  continue  to  call 
upon  the  surrounding  States  for  their  annual  sup- 
ply of  men  and  horses  fcr  this  fruitless  service? 
Shall  we  still  project  campaigns  and  battles?  Our 
opinion  is,  that  we  shall  cease  with  that  mode  of 
carrying  on  the  coBtest^-ihat  we  shall  give  up  the 
idea  of  campaigns  and  battle»-*thai  we  shall  open 
our  eyes  to  the  truth  of  the  problem,  that  this  is 
not  a  service  for  an  army  to  be  employed  npon  ! 
that  it  is  an  unfit  and  impracticable  service  fur  an 
army;  and  that  an  armed  occupation  and  settle- 
ment of  (the  territory  is  the  true  way  of  expelling 
the  Indians  and  pacifying  the  country. 

This  is  the  mode  recommended  and  sanctioned 
by  the  Administrauon,  and  approved  by  (he  most 
experienced  officers.  The  Secretary  at  War,  in  bis 
report  at  the  oommeaceroent  of  the  session,  sug- 
gests the  plan.  General  Jesup,  wbo  has  been  so 
much  employed,  and  rendered  so  much  real  ser- 
vice in  Florida,  fully  approves  it.  The  Surgeon 
General,  Dr.  Lawson,  who  has  dene  double  duty 
in  Florida,  commandiag  a  corps,  and  healing  the 
sick  and  the  wounded,  he  also  fully  approves  it. 
Governor  Call,  in  a  message  to  the  Territorial  Le- 
gislature, does  the  same.  General  Hernandez— a 
native  of  St.  Augustine,  engaged  in  eeveral  of  the 
expeditions  against  the  Indians,  and  a  great  loser 
by  their  depradationa— he,  also,  is  full  and  explicit 
in  favor  of  the  new  plan.  The  sentiments  of  all 
these  gantiemea  have  been  flMRk  known  to  the 
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tjenate,  in  written  commanications,  addressed  to 
the  chairman  of  Military  Affairs,  and  printed  and 
laid  upon  the  tables  of  members.  The  change 
then  which  the  bill  proposes,  has  the  approral  of 
experienced  officer^,  best  qualified  to  give  an 
opinion  upon  the  subject. 

The  stale  of  things  in  Florida  cannot  renlain  as 
they  are.  They  cannot  stand  still  in  their  present 
rendition.  We  mast  do  something;  and  it  does 
seem  to  me  that  the  plan  proposed  is  not  only  the 
best,  bat,  perhaps,  the  only  mode  of  aooomplishing 
whst  has  been  so  bng  tried  in  vain.  I  hold  it  to  be 
the  test  mode,  in  every  aspect,  under  which  the 
qnestton  can  be  considered,  of  expelling  the  Indiaiis 
from  Florida.  In  the  first  plflce,  it  is  the  cheapest 
mode.  Considered  in  a  mere  pecnniary  point  of 
view — ander  the  mere  head  of  ezpense--«nd  it 

'  mast  be  far  cheaper  than  the  farther  employment 
of  laiige  bodies  of  militia  and  volunteers,  in  addi- 
tion to  the  regular  force  disposable  for  that  service. 

.  Almost  the  only  expense  would  be  in  land;  and 
land  of  which  we  have  not  the  possession,  and 
which  the  setilers  must  conquer  for  us  before  we 
can  give  it  to  them;  and,  with  it,  must  conquer  up- 
wards of  twenty  millions  of  acres  more  for  us.  The 
whole  quantity  to  be  granted  wiP.  be  but  3,300,000 
acres;  its  value  to  the  United  States  nothing  now, 
and  only  four  millions  of  dollars  when  these  set- 
tlers shall  have  expelled  the  Indians  from  it  The 
quantity  is  but  three  millions  and  a  quarter  of 
acres;  only  the  eighth  part  of  what  the  settlers  will 
acquire  for  the  United  States;  for  the  whole  quanti- 
ty of  lands  of  which  these  Indians  have  the  posses- 
sion is  about  twanty-sir  millions  of  acres,  and  far 
the  greater  part  of  it  public  property.  The  settlers, 
then,  are  to  be  paid  with  a  small  part  of  their  own 
earnings.  Four  millions  of  dollars  worth  of  land, 
to  be  conquered  from  the  Indians  by  the  settlers 
themselves,  will  constitute  almost  the  whole  ex- 
pense. The  rations,  the  ammunition,  the  ^^tnspor- 
tation,  the  medicines,  and  the  seed  grains,  all  to- 
gether, cannot  cost  half  a  million  of  dollars;  so  that 
the  total  expense  under  the  bill  will  be  four  mil- 
lions and  a  half  of  dollars;  and  this  upon  a  certain- 
ty; for,  unless  the  object  is  aocompUsfaed,  no  land 
will  be  earned. 

In  the  next  place.  It  is  the  most  humane  method 
of  terminating  this  war.  It  is  most  humane  to  our 
own  people;  for  it  is  terrible  to  employ  our  army, 
and  oar  ciiiMn  soldiers — all  of  them  valuable  in 
themselves  and  connected  with  parents,  wives,  or 
children,  (o  whom  their  lives  are  both  precious 
and  necessary — ^it  is  terrible  to  employ  these  offi- 
cers, soldiers,  and  citizens,  upon  a  service  which 
is  but  little  above  that  of  hunting  wild  beasts,  and 
in  which  the  killed  and  wounded  undergo  a  species 
of  assassination  from  an  invisible  hand,  and  in 
which  no  pritoners  are  made.  It  is  most  humane 
with  respect  to  the  Indians  themselves;  for  the  ef- 
fect of  the  settlements  will  be  to  expel  them  from 
the  country  by  the  advance  of  population,  and  al- 
most without  bloodshed.  The  establishment  of 
ten  thousand  cultivators  in  the  country, 'oecupjrins 
one  or  two  hundred  positions  to  command  the 
coasts,  and  all  the  healthy  and  valuable  spots,  will 
soon  have  its  uniform  efiTect  upon  the  Indians. 
They  will  recede  as  the  stations  advance;  t6ey  will 
retire  beyond  the  Mississippi  when  they  hear,  from 
the  Okefinokee  swamp  to  Cape  Sable,  the  sound  of 
the  axe,  the  crack  of  the  rifle,  and  the  fierce  bark- 
ing of  the  house  dog.  With  little  effhsion  of  blood 
on  either  side,  will  this  protracted  contest,  in  this 
manner,  be  brought  to  a  close.  Considerations  of 
hamaniiy,  then,  demand  its  adoption^  In  the  third 
place,  it  will  be  the  most  efficacious  method.  It 
will  be  no  longer  a  straggle  of  the  whites  against 
the  Indians,  but  of  the  Indians  against  the  whites. 
The  action  of  the  war  will  be  reversed.  Now  the 
Indians  are  the  possessors  of  the  country,  and  the 
effort  is  on  the  part  of  the  whites  to  disl(x]g(e  them 
from  their  fastnesses;  then  the  whites  will  become 
the  possessors,  and  it  will  be  the  business  of  the 
Indians  to  drive  tttem  out  of  their  stations.  This 
they  can  never  do.  A  hollow  square  of  block- 
houses, manned  by  four  or  five  rifles  each,  and 
guarded  by  the  faithful  mastifiT,  is  secure  from  at- 
tack or  surprise  from  any  number  of  Indians  what- 
ever. All  the  Indians  in  the  United  States  could 
not  take  one  of  theat  stationt.    Ite  plan  which  we 


recommend  is,  therefore,  certainly  the  best  in  three 
essential  features  of  cheapness,  humanity  and 
eflSciency. 

It  may  be  objected  by  some,  Mr.  President,  that 
the  plan  is  not  practicable;  that  is  to  aay,  that 
10,000  men  cannot  be  found  who  will  go  to  Flori- 
da upon  the  terms  of  the  bill.  To  this  I  would  an- 
swer, in  the  first  place,  that  there  is  no  knowing 
whether  the  plan  will  succeed  or  not,  until  it  is 
tried.  In  the  next  place,  I  would  answer  that  the 
objection  furnishes  no  reason  for  voting  against 
the  bill,  even  if  it  could  be  known  to  be  true;  for 
the  experiment  can  cost  nothing  unless  it  succeeds. 
The  settlers  can  receive  no  mtions  unless  they  go 
to  their  stations;  they  can  receive  no  land  unless 
they  remain  there  until  the  Indians  are  removed. 
It  is«  therefore,  a  bill  which  may  do  great  good,  and 
can  do  no  harm.  If  it  sacceed^  every  thing  is 
gained;  if  it  miscarries,  nothing  is  lost  It  will  be 
an  innocent  and  costless  experiment  at  all  events. 
There  is,  therefore,  no  harm  in  trying  it.  So  much 
for  the  objection  even  if  founded  in  truth !  But  I 
deny  its  truth.  I  hold  it  to  be  unfounded;  and 
that,  in  point  of  fact,  the  plan  is  every  way  practi- 
cable; that  the  10,000  settlers  will  go— -that  they 
will  maintain  their  position  when  they  get  there- 
will  accomplish  the  object  for  which  they  go— and 
will  do  well  for  themselves,  as  well  as  render  a 
great  service  to  their  countiy  by  going.  ■ 

The  settlers  will  go  if  the  bill  passes:  the  induce- 
ments are  sufficient  to  carry  them.  Three  htmdred 
and  twenty  acres  of  land,  selteted  by  the  settler 
himself,  out  of  tWenty-six  millions  of  acres,  (for 
the  large  grants  to  the  Duke  of  Alagon,  the  Count 
Punon  Rostro,  and  Don  Pedro  de  Vargas,  are  all 
declared  null  and  void  by  the  treaty  of  eession;) 
three  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  land,  so  select- 
ed, out  of  so  large  a  quantity,  in  a  region  of  such 
valuable  productions,  must  be  a  rich  remuneration 
for  two  or  three  years  residence  in  Florida,  with 
all  the  other  advantages  which  the  bill  proposes  to 
confer.  True,  this  land  would  he  worth  but  A400 
to  the  Government;  true,  the  Treasury  would  re- 
ceive no  more  than  f400  if  the  320  acres  should  be 
sold.  But  the  sum  which  Uie  Government 
would  receive  would  be  no  criterion  of  its 
value.  It  would  be  worth  a  far  larger  sum;  it 
would  be  worth  many  dollars  an  acre  to  the  set- 
tler—far more  than  he  could  earn  in  the  same 
length  of  time  by  any  pursuit  or  occupation  which 
he  could  follow.  Great  is  the  intrinsic  value  of  good 
land  in  the  peninsula  of  Florida.  Highly  valuable  it 
is  for  its  productions  and  for  its  locality.  Besides 
the  rich  products  of  cotton  and  sugar,  and  the  famous 
Cuba  tobacco,  worth  thirty  dollars  a  hundred-~be- 
sides  these  rich  staples,  many  of  the  most  valua- 
ble tropical  fruits  are  grown  there;  fruits,  the  culti- 
vation of  which  is  so  easy,  and  the  value  so  great. 
The  pine  apple,  the  orange,  lemons,  limes,  figs,  the 
plantain,  cocoa,  with  the  most  delicious  grapes  and 
melons,  are  all  grown  there.  The  capacity  for 
producing  these  valuable  crops  and  fruits  give  a 
great  intrinsic  value  to  the  good  lands  of  Florida, 
to  say  noihing  of  the  live  oak  and  other  fine  timber 
whidi  abound  in  many  parts.  Besides  the  land, 
the  bill  proposes  ether  advantages  to  the  settler; 
subsistence  fof  one  year — seed  grains,  and  vegeta- 
■bles — ammunition — medicines — ^reception  of  the 
sick  in  the  military  hospitals — ^transportation^^dd  in 
putting  up  b1ockhouses«-special  protection  while 
establishing  the  station— general  protection  after- 
wards— land  to  use  before  they  get  their  own,  and 
the  benefit  of  all  their  own  time  and  labor.  Such 
are  the  advantages  which  the  bill  proposes,  in  ad- 
dition to  the  three  hundrcl  and  twenty  acres  of 
land;  and  surely  there  is  no  possible  way  in  which 
a  man  by  his  own  exertions — ^any  young  man 
able  to  bear  arms,  though  not  of  age— can  in  so 
short  a  time,  with  so  much  ease  to  himself,  with- 
out the  use  of  capital,  and  by  his  mere  individual 
personal  exertions,  make  and  clear  so  valuable  an 
estate'. 

Great  error  prevails  in  the  common  estimate  of 
the  value  of  these  Florida  lands.  By  many,  all 
the  pine  lands  are  condemned,  when  in  fact  much 
of  them  have  a  clay  and  marl  foundation,  and  are 
of  great  value.  Great  bodies  of  savanna,  exten- 
sive hammocks,  rich  swamps,  allovials,  clay  and 
marl  are  found;  all  adapted  to  valuable  cnltivation. 


On  this  head  the  letters  of  Dr.  Lawson  and  Geoenl 
Hernandez  are  full  and  satisfactory. 
-  The  settlers  will  go;  and  when  theie,  they  will 
maintain  themsrlves.  Subsistence  will  be  easy 
for  the  first  year  the  Government  sapplies  it  h' 
that  time  grain  and  vegetables  will  be  prodwsed; 
cattle,  swine,  and  fowls  will  be  introdnced.  The 
natural  supplies  of  the  country  will  contribott  maeh 
towards  the  support  of  the  inhabitants.  The  fomu 
abound  with  game,  with  deer,  turkeys,  an^  qoails; 
the  waters  are  covered  by  aquatic  fowls,  and  filled 
with  fish,  turtles,  and  oysters.  It  is  the  opinion  of 
General  Jesup,  so  declared  in  his  letter  which  has 
been  printed  by  order  of  the  Senate,  that  the  i^ 
ries  on  the  coast  of  Fli)rida,  in  proponion  to  their 
extent,  will  prove  as  Valuable  as  those  of  New* 
foondland.  Many  indigenous  vegetables  are  foiuid; 
of  which  the  wild  potatoe,  the  brier  root,  the  cab- 
bage tree,  the  palmer  to,  and  the  wild  anow  root, 
are  the  most  considerable.  The  climate  will  admit 
of  two  crops  of  grain  and  vegetables  within  the 
year.  The  settler  can  find  no  difBcahy  in  pro- 
viding for  his  subsistence.  He  should  go  the  f  ra 
year  without  his  family.  His  rations  will  be  snft- 
cient  for  himself  that  year;  the  second  year  bii  fa- 
mily will  find  their  support  in  the  prodooe  of  the 
crops,  in  the  increase  of  cattle,  swine,  and  fotb, 
and  in  the  boundless  supplies  of  the  forrst  and  the 
waters. 

The  settlers  can  maintain  themselves  against^ 
Indiana.    Even  if  they  had  no  assistance  from  the 
United  States  troops,  they  could  maintain  their  po- 
sitions.   They  are  to  be  formed  into  stations  of 
from  forty  to  one  hundred  men  al  each  place. 
These  atations  will  be  a  species  of  fortifiolioa, 
covering  ground  enough  to  shelter  many  people,aiMl 
impregnable  to  Indians.     The  blockhooscs  nay  < 
be  arranged  into  hollow  squares,  to  include  semi 
hundred  acres  of  ground  for  cnltivation',  ot  th^ 
may  be  formed  into  a  line  across  a  point,  or  akinf 
a  coast,  within  the  distance  of  rifle  cross  firing, with 
four  or  five  men  allotted  to  each  house.  Sadi  sta- 
tions could  not  be  taken  by  force;  and  viih  the 
faithful  house  dog  for  a  sentinel,  they  coaldnothe  ; 
surprised.    I  hold  a  blockhouse  to  be  imprtu- 
ble  against  Indians.    No  number  of  Indians  eu 
take  one  of  these  houses,  with  four  orfifeIii^ 
men  in  it.      It  is  the   strongest  defence  in  Ai 
world  against  small  arms.    Of  this,  yoa,  ar,(ai*, 
dressing  himself  to  the  Vice  President,  Col.  R.  E 
Johnson,)  of  this  you  have  full  knowledge,  ftM 
the  experience  of  the  early  settlers  in  KentMiqr  i 
and  Tennessee.     Few  or  no  blockbonses  «<*' 
ever  taken  there,  the  strength  of  the  boose  ^eM^ 
ing  it  against  force,  and  the  vigilance  of  As  "J^; 
tifi*  securing  it  against  stratagem.    Oor  laie  8w 
em  Indian  wars  have  furnished  striking  instiBM 
to  the  same  effect,  of  which  I  will  mention  (ie.{ 
At  the  breaking  out  of  the  Creek  war  in  BU,  w 
inhabitants  on  the  Mobile  and  Alabama  rifwy: 
lected  into  a  station  which  soon  acquired  a  ftjp^j 
ful  celebrity.    It  was  called  Fort  Mimms.   AW^j 
talion  of  militia  guarded  the  place,  and  a  ^ 
number  of  families  sought  shelter  within  its  M^ 
and  stockades.    I  was  at  the  place  a  few  tB^ 
afterwards,  and  verified  the  facts  of  whichlspMtj 
Among  other  families  under  the  shelter  of  *i>*Jj 
was  that  of  two  brothers,  their  names  Peaiwjg 
tives  of  one  of  the  New  England  Sutrs.  1lf| 
were  considerate  reflecting,  clearsighted  mea, 
tioos  and  brave.    In  the  Friday  night  pm( 
the  Monday  on  which  the  fort  was  surprised, 
were  convinced,  by  the  fierce  and  peculiar^ 
ing  of  the  dogs,  that  the  Indians  were  abo« 
they  were  examining  the  place  preparatory  II 
attempt  upon  it;  and  they  were  conviacri,  i 
the  negligence  which  prevailed  at  the  fort,  A 
might  be  surprised.    These  brothezs  had  a  i 
mill  two  miles  off,  and  for  itsproleetkmali 
house  near  to  it.    They  concluded  that  tbsy  V 
be  safer  in  their  own  blockhouse,  with  the^  ^ 
or  five  rifles,  than  in  a  fort  so  negligently  gM 
This  was  Friday  night;  on  Saturday  moraag* 
acted  on  this  belief;  they  removed  their  he* 
to  the  blockhouse;  and,  at  twelve  oHdoekoal 
day.  Fort  Mimms  was  sorprised  and  takci.  p 
ing  the  firing,  one  of  the  brothers  mounted  al 
rode  down  to  the  scene,  sat  in  a  copse  tit 
saw  the  rifle,  the  knife,  and  the  bauM,  dtffi 
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iog  the  children,  the  women  and  the  men,  as  the. 
flames  of  the  boraisg  fort  drove  them  oni  of  the 
stockade  into  the  open  groand  aboat.  When  the 
naisacre  was  over,  the  Indians  tnmed  iheir  steps 
to  ihe  blockhoQse  of  the  Pearves.  They  examined 
iT;  they  walked  rennd  it,  at  a  respectfal  distance; 
ihey  weQi  off;  and  those  two  brothers,  with  a  few 
nea  in  their  employ,  maintained  their  position 
doriog  th«  whole  war,  without  (he  loss  of  a  life, 
ifld  with  the  complete  protection  of  their  own  pro- 
perty. This  is  an  example,  in  point,  to  show  the 
afeiy  of  a  blockhoose,  and  innnmerable  others 
night  be  related.  Entirely  safe,  then,  will  be  the 
proposed  settlers  in  Florida,  even  without  the  pro- 
leetioD  of  a  military  fores.  Bat  it  is  not  intended  - 
10  leave  them  without  protection.  The  regular 
troops  of  the  United  States  will  remain  in  the 
eoantiy,  occupying  commanding  positions,  recon- 
-  Boitrriog,  marching,  pursuing  the  Indiaus,  and  de- 
fendiDg  the  settlers.  There  are  now  six  regiments 
employed  on  that  service;  one  of  dragoons,  two  of 
utillery,  and  three  of  infantry.  They  comprise 
searl^  four  thousand  men;  and,  even  without  the 
daose  to  that  effect  in  the  bill,  there  eaa  be  no 
qiKstion  but  that  the  GK)vernment  will  keep  up  a 
strong  military  force  in  the  country,  and  give  all 
possible  protection,  security,  and  defence,  to  the 
settlers.  Besides  this  land  rprae,  small  vowels  ot 
war  have  been  kept  upon  that  station  iv  succor 
troops  and  mariners,  and  will  doabtless  be  con- 
tiaaed  there. 

The  settlers  will  find  healthy  positions  for  their 
stations.  On  this  point  the  letter  of  the  Suigeoa 
General,  Dr.  Lawson,  is  full  and  explicit;  and  his 
ikiU  as  a  medical  man,  and  his  knowledge  of  the 
eoontry  as  having  been  in  it,  and  at  the  furthest  ex- 
tremity of  the  peninsula,  for  nearly  two  years, 
mike  him  a  judge  of  the  highest  character,  and  a 
vitnfss  of  the  highest  authority.  He  testifies  to 
(be  salubrity  of  the  stations  which  may  be  found  at 
rarioas  points,  and  generally  along  the  coasts,  and 
panicnlarly  at  the  pomt  of  the  peninsula  itoelf. 
After  describing  a  great  number  of  healthy  and 
fertile  districts,  desirable  for  settlements,  he  thus 
speaks  of  the  immediate  point  of  the  peninsula: 

J'At  Cape  Sable  there  ie  a  iMaqtiral  spot  for  a  military  post 
an  depot  lor  a  colonj,  which  should  l>e  eatabliebed  on  a  prai* 
lie,  nioningeaot  and  by  nonh  from  that  cape  aloog  ihe  coaict 
ttvinb  Cape  Florida.  Thie  pnirie  ruiw  immedlaiely  on  the 
'  iiMboii  for  ihiity-fire  miiee,  then  tuma  a  little  aortn  and  to 
ue  interior  of  the  country,  extending  perhaps  twenty  or  thirty 
■iM  more  hi  leofth.  It  appears  to  be  an  Inclmed  plane,  fall. 
asmiMrceptibly  from  the  seeahore  to  the  everataidee,  a  die- 
WKe  01  fifteen  or  twenty  miles,  to  the  interior  of  the  country. 
£nND  what  I  saw  of  the  products  of  the  land  on  the  cape  and 
IM  isUnds  in  the  viciohy,  I  am  induced  to  bellere  that  tiie  soil 
JiiMDtairiB  will  produce  in  great  perfection  grain  and  Tegeu- 
In  of  every  kind,  with  sugar  cane,  cotton,  dec.  4fcc.  Through 
aepreirie  there  are  numerous  clumps  and  grorea  of  irces, 
*Mch  wi'l  afford  both  fuel  and  building  limber  for  the  settlers. 
neksTs  and  sandtmre  in  front  of  the  cape  make  an  excellent 
Mor  for  steamboats  and  sail  vessels  drawing  from  six  to  ten 
a»c  water.  The  waters  along  this  coast  are  jull  of  tnrile  and 
Ml  of  every  kind,  and  the  prairie  and  woods  around  abound  in 

Itie  immediate  site  of  Cape  Sable  is  eridently  healthy,  aa 
are  afanost  all  sitaaiiofis  directly  on  (be  seaboard;  and  I  have  no 
Ml  that  healthy  poeiiioas  can  be  gotten  on  the  prairie,  as  the 
fiuaute  is  delightful  even  in  the  summer  seaaon,  from  the  pre* 
^■"OCe  of  i!ie  sea  breeze,  or  trade  winds." 

This  description  of  the  peninsula,  said  Mr.  B. 

Cts  a  different  face  upon  it  frqm  that  which  it  had 
^ore  borne.  It  is  certain  that  it  will  sustain  a 
large  popalalion,  merely  from  agricultural  pur- 
tiiit,and  independently  of  the  commerce  which 
^geographical  position  will  command.  The  im- 
t^iate  point  itself,  heretofore  believed  to  beharren 
Had,  or  insalobrious  marsh,  is  here  shown  to  be 
kniihy,  fenile  and  beautiful,  and  furnis^iog  good 
iMttes  for  two  thousand  settlers  under  this  bill,  at 
liO  acres  of  land  each. 

Sir,  the  plan  proposed  by  the  bill  is  a  good  plan, 
Bid  must  soeoeed  if  it  is  tried.  The  men  will  go; 
hey  will  maintain  their  positions;  and  the  Indians  will 
|o  away.  It  is  the  cheapest  plan  that  can  be  de- 
rised;  for,  unless  it.  succeeds,  it  will  cost  nothing. 
Wo  rations  will  be  issued  unless  the  mer  go  to  tl^ 
lations;  no  land  will  be  granted  unless  they  remain 
bere  until  the  Indians  are  expelled. '  It  will  cost 
lOlhfng  unless  it  succeeds;  and  in  this  it  differs 
n>m  all  other  plans  which  have  been  or  can  be  de- 
iaed#  In  all  other  plans  the  expense  is  certain, 
le  nceesB  uncertain.  Ifit  does  succeed,  it  will 
ittt  but  four  miUiimt  and  a  hidf  of  dollars,  four 


millions  of  which  will  bp  paid  in.  land,  of  which  the 
settlers  will  have  to  gain  possession  from  the  In- 
dians; and,  at  the  same  time,  will  gain  possession 
of  upwards  of  twenty  millions  of  acres  for  the 
United  States,  over  and  above  what  will  pay  them- 
selves. Compared  to  the  heavy  expense  of  cam- 
paigns against  the  Indians,  this  expenditure  is  com- 
paratively nothing.  Compared  to  the  mere  de- 
fence of  the  country  and  the  surrounding  settle- 
ments, now  occupying  six  regiments  of  regulars, 
and  always  more  or  less  of  militia  and  volunteers, 
called  out  upon  every  alarm,  and  it  will  still  be 
found  to  be  far  the  cheapest.  Manage  as  they 
may,an1efl8  the  country  is  occupied  by  armed  srt- 
tiers,  the  mere  defence  of  the  frontiers  in  perpetual 
calls  for  militia  and  volunteers,  will  amount  to  a 
great  sum  annually;  and,  eventually,  to  far  more 
than  would  be  the  whole  expense  of  expelling  the 
Indians  and  pacifying  the  countty  under  this  bill. 
The  ten  thousand  men  are  not  too  manv.  It  is  a 
case  in  which  both  economy  and  humanity  require 
an  ample  number  to  be  employed  at  once.  The 
country  to  be  occupied  is  of  great  extent,  abounding 
with  fastnesses;  and  of  a  form  to  require  the  great- 
est number  of  men  to  protect  it.  It  is  upwards  of 
four  hundred  miles  in  length,  by  above  one  hundred 
in  breadth,  with  large  swamps  in  many  places,  and 
presenting  an  outline  of  at  least  nine  hundred  miles, 
every  part  of  which  requires  defence.  Spread  ten 
thonsand  men  over  this  superficies,  and  along  this 
outline,  in  stations  of  from  forty  to  one  hundred 
each,  and  it  will  be  found  that  the  settlements  will 
be  sparsely  enough  scattered  over  it. 

This  is  the  plan,  Mr.  President,  for  the  recovery 
and  pacification  of  Florida.  It  is  recommended 
by  the  Secretary  at  War,  approved  by  the  most 
experienced  oflicers,  and  is  practicable  on  its  facr. 
It  is  the  plan  on  which  we  rely;  and  the  question 
is,  shall  we  adopt  this  plan,  or  do  nothing,  and 
leave  the  work  to  the  regular  troops,  and  to  the 
militia  and  valunteers  which,  flrom  time  to  time, 
may  be  called  outi  Experience  shows  that  this 
mode  of  warfare  can  accomplish  no  results — that, 
at  the  end  of  three  years,  the  population  of  four 
counties  remain  driven  from  their  homes,  the 
frontiers  of  Georgia  lie  open  to  incursion  and  mas- 
sacre, the  suburbs  of  Tallahassee  and  St.  Augus- 
tine are  penetrated  and  attacked,  forty-one  thou- 
sand square  miles  of  our  territory  are  ravaged  by 
a  savage  foe;  and  a  large  extent  of  coast,  including 
a  cape  which  must  be  doubled,  lying  between 
the  Onlf  of  Mexico  and  the  AtranU'c--be- 
tween  New  Orleans  and  New  York— Is  more 
unsafe  to  the  American  mariner,  than  the  savage 
shores  of  the  most  barbarian  nations  in  any  part 
of  Africa,  Asia,  or  New  Holland.  This  state  of 
things  cannot  be  tolerated— cannot  be  permitted  to 
continue.  The  United  States  (Government  owes 
defence  to  its  citizens,  and  protection  to  its  terri> 
lories.  It  owes  protection  and  security  to  its  com- 
merce. We  cannot  give  up  the  peninsula  of  Flo- 
rida to  a  banditti  of  savages;  we  cannot  surrender 
it  to  become  a  refuge  to  runaway  slaves,  maraud- 
ing Indians,  and  to  freebooters  and  pirates  from 
tbesunonnding  islands  and  keys  of  the  Gulf  of 
Mexico.  We  cannot  permit  a  part  of  our  own 
coast  to  remain  more  dangerous  to  onr  mariners 
than  the  coasts  of  the  most  distant  and  barbarian 
nation.  We  cannot  suffer  ourselves  to  be  baffled  In  a 
contest  with  a  tribe  of  savages.  We  must  subdue 
these  Indians;  we  must  pacify  and  settle 
Florida.  The  plan  we  propose  is  the  only 
one  from  which  success,  in  any  reasonable 
time,  is  expected.  It  is  the  only  one  which 
we  now  have  to  offer;  and  having  thus 
made  an  exposition  of  the  principle  of  the  bill,  it 
would  be  very  agreeable  to  me,  and  a  course 
strictly  parliamentary  in  itself,  to  take  the  sense  of 
the  Senate  X)n  the  principle  of  the  measure,  unem- 
barrassed with  details,  on  a  motion  to  strike  out  the 
first  section,  or  to  postpone  the  whole  bill  indefinite- 
ly. If  there  are  Senators  who^  object  to  the  whole 
plan  of  the  bill — to  the  whole  idea  of  an  armed 
occupation  by  settlers  and  cultivators — let  them 
jnove  to  strike  out,  or  to  postpone.  We  shall  then 
have  the  sense  of  the  Senate  upon  the  principle  of 
the  measure;  and  if  that  sense  is  against  the  whole 
measure,  much  time  and  troiible  will  be  saved  in 
avoiding  all  tha  labor  of  perfecting  details. 


REMARKS  OF  MR.  LINN,  OF  MISSOURI, 

ON  THB  SAME  SUBJECT. 

Mr.  LINN  said  there  was  great  necessity  of 
adopting  this  or  some  similar  measure,  and  gave  it 
as  his  opinion  that,  with  the  means  heretofore  used, 
we  should  not  bring  this  unfortunate  war  to  a  close 
in  less  than  half  a  century.  We  will  accomplish 
no  good  by  sending  detachments  of  the  regular 
army  against  these  Indians.  Our  officers,  it  seemed 
to  him,  were  too  fearful  of  being  beaten  to  act 
efficiently  or  to  encounter  them  successfully.  We 
must  get  men  there  who  will  be  determined  to 
subdue  the  Indians  at  all  hazards.  Let  any  one  look 
back  at  the  battle  of  Okechobe,  and  it  would  be 
obvious  that  there  never  was  less  military  skill 
than  was  displayed  on  that  occasion,  and  that  the 
errors  committed  on  that  day  arose  from  the  fear 
on  the  part  o^  the  commanding  general  of  being 
defeated  by  the  Seminoles.  Mr.  L.  said  that  he 
could  scarcely  trust  himself  to  speak  of  that  battle, 
for,  generally  speaking,  it  agitated  him  profotindly 
even  to  think  of  it.  He  was  not  certain  that  he 
ought  to  trust  himself  to  speak  of  it  at  all,  and  the 
Senate  would  remember  the  reasons  why,  as  a 
Missourian,  he  manifested  feeling  and  discompo- 
sure in  adverting  to  that  battle.  (Mr.  L.  al- 
luded to  the  slaughter  of  the  Missouri  volun- 
teers, and  the  attempt  that  was  made  to  tar- 
nidi  their  reputation.)  He  was  satisfied  that  the 
best  defence  for  the  great  Western  frontier  would 
be  a  cordon  of  fust  such  men  as  his  colleague  had 
asked  for  in  his  bill.  If  you  will  give  three  hun- 
dred and  twenty  acres  of  land  lying  along  that 
whole  line  of  frontier,  of  one  thousand  two  hun- 
dred miles  in  length,  to  every  man  who  would  set- 
tle on  it,  and  engage  in  its  defence,  you  would  at 
once  organize  a  force  that  would  set  at  defiance 
those  hordes  of  savages  which  the  policy  of  this 
Gk>vemment  had  accumulated  on  that  border,  and 
of  whose  formidable  numbers  his  friend  from  South 
Carolina,  [Mr.  PaasroN,]  had  spoken.  Mr.  L. 
here  spoke  in  favorable  terms  of  the  bill  introduced 
by  one  of  the  Senators  from  Arkansas,  [Mr.  Fdl- 
TOM,]  setting  apart  a  certain  portion  of  land  on 
that  frontier,  as  bounty  lands  for  settlers  who  will 
engage  in  its  defence.  That  whole  frontier,  Mr. 
L.  said,  was  sparsely  settled,  and  this  stale  of  things 
offered  a  temptation  to  marauding  bands  of  ravages 
to  attack  them.  Build  up  a  wall  against  the 
60,000  Indian  warriors  strung  along  that  border, 
of  hardy,  brave,  and  enterprising  pioneers,  and 
your  regular  army  will  find  employment  in  pre- 
venting the  whites  from  encroaching  on  and  over- 
whelmmg  the  Indians.  And  that  should  be  the 
state  of  things.  We  are  entitled  to  tranquillity  and 
safety,  and  they  to  permanent  protection,  that  they 
may  pursue  the  path  which  is  to  lead  them  to  im- 
provement in  civilisation,  Christianity,  and  their 
concomitant  blessings. 

Mr  L.  said  he  did  not  believe  there  was  any 
danger  of  a  general  war  with  all  the  Indians  on  that 
frontier,  unless  we  should  have  war  with  Great 
Britain,  in  which  event,  we  may  look  for  it  te  a 
great  certainty.  At  present,  we  have  a  strong  hold 
on  many  tribes,  through  large  annuities  secured  to 
them  by  treaties,  and  which  they  will  lose  by  going 
to  war  with  the  United  States.  But  the  danger  now 
is,  that  some  tribe  on  which  we  have  no  hold  through 
their  interests,  may  commence  hostilities,  and  be 
joined  immediately  by  clouds  of  young,  tur- 
bulent and  active  warriors  from  neighboring  tribes, 
tf  yot\  will,  Mr.  President,  give  lands  to  persons  who 
will  pledge  themselves  to  inhabit  and  cultivate 
the  same  for  a  certain  number  of  years,  and  iet 
them  have  choice  land,  you  would  find  many,  very 
many  in  the  South  and  West,  actuated  by  pret- 
ty much  the  same  motives  which  Toussaint  or 
Christophe  said  governed  the  Yankees:  that  is,  if 
a  bag  of  coffee  was  hung  up  at  the  gates  of  the  in- 
fernal regions  a  Yankee  would  be  found  enter- 
prising enough  to  go  there  and  get  it.  So  it  was 
with  the  hardy  pionasrs  of  the  West  and  South- 
west. Tell  them  that  you  will  give  them  a  section 
or  half  section  of  first  rate  land,  and  you  will  find 
plenty  to  go  and  take  it,  and  keep  it,  too,  in  defiance 
.of  all  the  savages  that  may  infest  it.  Place  Colt's 
rifie  in  the  hands  of  the  settlers,  and  let  them  have 
a  few  dogs  to  give  warning  of  their  lurking  places, 
and  to  start  them  firom  their  cove rti^  instead  of 
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sending  into  the  dark  and  tangled  hammock  joar 
men,  to  be  shot  down  by  an  invisible  ibe,  and  he 
would  venture  to  assert  that,  in  a  very  short  space 
of  time,  a  hostile  Seminole  would  not  be  left  in 
Florida.  He  said  he  was  confident  the  regular  ar- 
my would  not  bring  this  war  to  a  close  in  half  a 
century.  Neither  the  education  nor  habits  of  the 
cflicers  or  men  qualified  them  Tur  this  kind  of 
warfare,  where  abundance  Of  hard  knocks  were 
given,  bat  no  laurels  to  be  gained.  If  the 
regiment  that  was  held  in  reserve  at  the  battle 
of  Okechobe  had  been  thrown  upon  one  of  the 
flanki  of  the  enemy,  and  Col.  Foster's  on  the  other, 
we  would  have  been  spared  the  pain  of  seeing  our 
people  shot  down  in  the  presence  of  a  marked  bat- 
tery, and  where  all  their  noble  efforts  were  unavail- 
ing; but  the  contest  would  have  been  ended  at  once, 
either  by  driving  the  Seminoles  into  Lake  Oke- 
hobe  .in  their  rear,  or  forcing  an  immediate  sur- 
render. This,  to  us,  bloody  battle  was.  ended  at 
last,  when  Col.  Foster  made  an  attack  upon  one  of 
the  flanks  of  the  Indians.  He  said  he  did  not  know 
wh.'iher  Col.  Foster  made  this  movement  on  his 
own  re5ponsibi]ity,  or  under  orders  from  his  com- 
raandfp,  but,  if  it  was  a  voluntary  act,  he  deserved 
the  lasting  gratitude  of  his  coun'ry.  The  officers 
of  our  regular  army  were  generally  gallant  and  ac- 
complished gentlemen,  and  would,  no  doubt,  dis-, 
tinguish  themselves  in  a  war  with  England,  France, 
or  any  civilized  power,  but  they  were  not  very  effi. 
cient  in  Indian  warfare.  They  considered  that 
death,  eternal  death,  to  their  military  fame  and 
character  would  be  the  consequence  of  their  being 
defeated  by  a  miserable  band  of  untutored  Indians, 
which,  in  his  opinion,  rendered  them  over  cautious. 
If,  8a id  Mr.  L.  you  want  this  war  ended  promptly, 
you  must  send  men  into  Florida  who  can  swim 
creeks,  plunge  into  swamps  and  morasses,  pillow 
their  heads  upon  Iog5,  sleep  in  mud  and  water, 
thread  the  forest  and  hammock,  and  undergo  every 
bardiihip  and  privation ;  and  the  war  will  be  closed 
only  by  such  men. 


REMARKS  OF  MR.  POTTER, 
Of  Pennsylvania, 
In  tfre  House  qf  RepresetUatioetf  Kbruary  18,  1839 — 
O.-j  the  bill  to  amend  "An  act  to  authorize  the 
isiTSing  of  Treasury  notes  to  meet  the  current 
cipeuses  of  the  Gtovernment,"  approved  21st  of 
Hid  ay,  1838. 

IV! r.  POTTER  rose  and  said: 
^r.  Spbakbr:  The  bill  under  consideration  only 
can  :es  out  the  provisiuns  of  the  last  session  for  an 
l-^sui  of  Treasury  notes.  The  amount  required  is 
nec<S3ary  to  meet  the  ordinary  expenditures  of  the 
Qovemment,  without  reference  to  any  extraordi' 
nary  expenditures  which  may  be  created,  by  fur- 
thei  appropriations,  during  the  present  session. 
PricT  legislation  and  appropriations  heretofore 
made  by  Congress,  under  this  auxiliary  to  the 
fina^eefl,  were  necessary  to  enable  the  National 
Treifianry  to  meet  existing  demands  upon  it.  The 
pensions  granted  to  Revolutionary  soldiers,  and 
those  of  the  late  war,  take  rank  among  the  most 
sacred  debts  that  a  nation  can  coutract  with  indi- 
viduals, and  creates  an  obligation  of  the  highest 
and  most  important  character  for  their  prompt  and 
faithful  liquidation.  Every  motive  of  patriotism 
imperiously  demands,  that  the  honor  and  faith  of 
the  Government  should  be  sacredly  preserved,  and 
the  promises  made  faithfully  redeemed. '  Is  the 
issue  of  Treasury  notes  reifuired  to  place  the  Go- 
vernment in  funds,  to  preserve  its  unsullied  charac- 
Jer,  and  perform  its  obligations?  If  necessary, 
4hea,  a  high  sense  of  duty  requires  that  this  body^ 
in  making  provision  for  the  payment  of  the  debt, 
should  act  promptly  and  efficiently.  This,  I  take 
it,  is  the  only  true  question  presented  for  oar  con- 
sideration. The  evidence  of  the  existence  of  that 
necessity  is  not  denied,  and  is  abundantly  clear, 
fro  IT  the  reports  on  our  tables.  Although  it  is  with 
unfeigned  reluctance  that  I 'shall  now,  and  have 
heretofore  vot»d  for  an  issue  of  TreasMry  notes,  yet 
jlhai  feeliaf  is  overcome  by  the  necessity  of  the 
crisis  I  have  Oailcd  to  discover  the  usual  acumen 
and  form  of  argument  that  characterizes  the  efforts 
of  my  honorable  friepda  from  Sooth  Carolina^  in 
the  objections  urged  against  the  immediate  passage 


of  this  bill.  The  prominent  argument  assigned 
A12:aiQsi  this  provision  for  the  liquidation  of  a  fair 
and  recognised  claim  on  {he  public  Treasury, 
i^  because,  forsooth,  it  will  tend,  in  the  other 
branch  of  the  Legislature,  and  in  this,  at  the  pre- 
sent session,  to  wasteful,  extravagant,  and  uncon- 
stitutional appropriations.  What,  are  we  to  pre- 
sume, that  the  passage  of  this  bill  will  induce  Con- 
gress to  violate  the  letter  and  spirit  of  the  Constitu- 
tion, to  embark  in  a  profligate  expenditure  of  the 
public  money — a  violent  and  forced  presumption, 
which  I  am  not  prepared  to  make.  The  spirit  of 
charity  and  forbearance  forbids  such  presumptions 
against  the  integrity  and  purity  of  the  American 
Congi^ss.  I  would,  most  respectfully,  remark  to 
the  honorable  gentleman  from  Tennessee,  [Mr. 
Bell,]  that  the  course  of  the  Pennsylvania  delega- 
tion, in  the  last  session  of  this  Congress,  in  casting 
their  voles  on  the  Cumberland  road  bill,  and  on  the 
appiV)prialit  n  to  the  Delaware  breakwater,  was 
strictly  in  accordance  with  the  course  of  policy 
generally  pursued  by  the  delegation  from  that  State, 
in  analagous  cases,  from  the  adoption  of  the  Con- 
stitution. He  is  in  error,  in  thinking  that  a  single 
member  was  influenced  in  casting  his  vote,  from 
the  circumsianceij  of  the  pending  Congressional 
elections  in  our  State,  or  that  now, when  the  elec- 
tions are  past,  it  will  have  the  slightest  tfftct 
in  producing  a  different  result.  Another  subject 
has  beeo  commented  upon  in  this  debate,  upon 
which  I  desire  to  offer  a  few  remarks.  I  allude  to 
the  report  submitted  by  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  on  the  state  of  the  Treasury,  and  the 
expenditures  of  the  Government.  That  report  con- 
tains much  that  meets  my  decided  approbation. 
The  principles  advanced  in  it,  touching  the  lavish 
and  wasteful  expenditure  of  the  public  money 
which  grew  out  of,  and  was  fostered  and  cherished 
by  the  large  surplus  revenue  accumulated  in  the 
Treasury,  are  germane  to  the  approved  doctrines  of 
construction  given  by  the  Republican  party  to  the 
Constitution.  The  danger  of  corruption  to  the 
simple  Republican  institutions  of  our  country, 
from  having  in  the  public  Treasury  immense 
amounts  of  surplus  revenue,  beyond  the  economi- 
cal wants  of  the  Government,  are  justly  and 
forcibly  portrayed.  With  a  full  and  over- 
flowing Treasury,  the  purity  of  the  Government  is 
endangered.  Extravanance,  the  fbrernnner 
and  prolific  parent  pf  corruption,  steals  "like 
a  thief  in  the  night'*  into  our  expenditures, 
and  insensibly  saps  our  institutions.  Civil  and 
political  rights  are  best  protected,  and  the  purity  of 
Government  preserved,  when  the  Federal  powers 
are  administered  upon  the  basis  of  that  rigid  and. 
economical  expenditure  contemplated  by  the 
framers  of  the  Constitution,  that  glorious  bond  of 
union  and  sacred  charter  of  our  rights  and  liberties. 
There  is,  however,  one  portion  of  that  report  from 
the  accuracy  of  which  I  entirely  dissent.  I  refer 
to  the  intimation  that  the  principle  of  protection  to 
the  gieat  navigating,  agricultural,  and  manufactur- 
ing interests  of  the  country,  is  an  innovation  upon 
our  legislation,  which  first  arose  during  and  at  the 
close  of  the  late  war.  Unless  I  am  greatly  mis- 
taken, a  review  of  the  hi&tory  of  legislation  pre- 
vious to  that  period  will^  conclusively  establish  the 
fact  that  the  principle  was  coeval  with  the  Consti- 
tution itself;  nay,  the  defect  of  the  want  of  power 
in  the  articles  of  Confederation  authorizing  the 
National  Legislature  to  extend  adequate  protection 
to  these  primary  interests  of  a  free  people,  was^  in 
connection  with  others,  one  of  the  causes  which 
led  to  the  convention  that  framed  the  Constitution. 
In  the  debates  in  some  of  the  State  conventions, 
.when  the  adoption  of  the  Constitution  was  under 
discussion,  the  importance  and  necessity  of  such  a 
delegation  of  power  was  ably  and  eloquently  urged 
as  an  argument  in  favor  of  the  Constitution. 
Virginia,  under  the  articles  of  Confederation,  evi- 
denced a  desire  to  protect  her  commercial  and  agri- 
cultural interests.  The  futility  of  the  effort,  unless 
the  adjoining  States  united  and  acted  in  concert, 
rendered  it  entirely  impracticable.  The  entire 
'commerce  of  the  State  would  have  been  rapidly 
concentrated  in  the  ports  of  Maryland  and  the  ad- 
jacent States.  The  abortive  attempt  to  regulate 
commerce,  4^n4  protect  tberehy  the  interests  con- 
nected therewith,  demonstrated  the  importance  of 


Congress  possessing  the  power  of  general  tod  tuii. 
form  regulations,  which  unqaestioQably  gare  aa 
impulse  to  the  idea  of  constitutional  reform.  U 
was  impossible  for  the  Slates,  acting  without  naioQ 
and  in  their  separate  capacities,  to  afford  cDconr- 
agement  or  give  protection  to  these  great  interests,  the 
existence  and  prosperity  of  which  are  esseotial  to 
the  freedom  and  independence  of  the  coantry  from 
foreign  influence. 

That  the  provisions  of  the  ContQiion,  vestf^ 
in  Congress  "  the  power  to  lay  and  collect  lam 
duties,  imposts,  and  excise,**  and  "  the  power  to 
regulate  trade,"  clothed  that  body  with  authorilj 
to  protect  the  common  agriculture  and  manoilie. 
turea  of  the  counUy,  was  urged  by  Mr.  Dawa^  ia 
the  convention  of  Massachusetts  who  advocated 
the  adoption  of  the  Constitution,  and  the  necessit; 
of  such  provisions.  He  enforced  it  in  the  foUDwio{ 
language;;  *'  (Hu*  i|iaatt^ac(i*reff  an  another  greetM^ 
jtet  wkiel^tht^  rce^ived  no  encouragemenl  Ini  na&nd 
dvMeSt  and  (^ey  never  can,  (y  any  authorUjf  iMktM 
Confedtraim.^'    Agi^in  he  observed:  "  If  we  wA 
to  encoi^ra^ge  our  own  manufactures,  to  preserre 
our  commerce,  to  raise  the  value  qf  our  em  M^ 
we  must  give  Congress  the  p<«wer  in  question.^  A 
distir^;uished  opponent  to  the  Constitution,  in  reply, 
remarked,  "  All  we.l^ear  is,  that  the  merchant  aod 
farmer  will  Nourish, ^nd   that  the  mechanic  aad 
tradesjijoaa  are  to.  make  theii:  fortunes  dixecily,iCihe 
Constitution  goes  down."  It  would  seemj  at  thaidaf, 
that  friend  and  adversary  concurred  in  the  opiaioa 
thai  the  power  of  profccfion  would  be  vested  in  te 
Federal  Government  by   the    provisions  of  thi 
Constitution.    The  second  act  to  be  found  on  yrar 
statute  books,  after  the  adoption  of  the  Gonstitii- 
tlon,  solemnly  declares,  in  its  preamble,  "That  it 
is  necessary  for  the  support  of  Grovemment,  for  ibe 
discharge  of  the  debts  of  the  United  States,  tU  At 
encouragement  and  prolection  of  mantt/adsres,  tittt 
duties  be  laid  on  goods,  wares,  and  mercbudiK 
imported.*'      In  that  act,  passed  in  1789, 70a  via 
find  full  and  adequate  protection  given  to  tbe  Hi* 
pies  of  the  planting  States.      Cotton,  indigo,  ud 
tobacco  are  protected  by  heavy  duties:  three  ettls 
per  pound  on  cotton,  sixteen  cents  per  poond  01 
mdigo,  and  six  cents  per  pound  on  tobacco.  Tte 
coal  of  Virginia  had  a  protection  of  two  cents  pet 
bushel,  and  discriminaling  duties,  in  favor  of  a» 
chandise  imported  in  vessels  bailt  in  aad  beloagiil 
wholly  to  citizens  of  the  United  States,  was  adopt', 
ed.   In  the  modification  and  amendment  to  tbisM^ 
pasned  in  1790,  tbe  same  language  relative  to  Hi 
protection  of  the  leading  interests  of  tbecoQAtij,ii 
preserved.    And  we  find  in  the  earliest  ttmh  U 
the  legislation  of  the.  country,    the  prindple  * 
protection    recognised    and    sustained    ia   ihi 
most  emphatic  manner.      Such  was  dconed  ik  | 
magnitude  and  importance  to  the  prosperity  of  ^  ' 
country,  that  it  is  placed  on  an    eqoaiitjr  aid 
in  juxtaposition  with  the  necessity  of  tbe  ^PI*|J  j 
of  the  Government,  and  the  preservation  ofthc  filA 
and  credit  of  the  nation  in  the  payment  of  the  debti 
of  the  Revolution.    The'caicivation  o(  cotton,  w  i 
great  staple  of  the  South,  which  has  grown  and  11* 
creased  in  importance  and  magnitude  antii  It  ta 
overshadowed  in  value  all  the  other  ficpertsrfnj 
country,  in  its  infancy,  received  the  cheiishngi* 
fostering  care  of  the  Government.    This  grettn^  < 
cultural  interest,  which  has  done  so  much  to  » 
hance  the  wealth,  increase  the  prosperity,  and, Hi 
medinni  of  exchange,  to  pay  the  European  dett* 
the  country  under  the  most  depresaiag  and  tut^ 
rassing  circumstances,  owes  its  palmy  foftnaBiJ* 
the  wise  and  judicious  application  of  the  piowjJJ 
system.    The  report  of  Alexander  Hamiliott  (•• 
first  Secretary  of  the  Treasury)  on  maanfieWft 
early  after  the  organization  of  the  GovemmeB^f 
ried,  in  some  respects,  the  doctrine  of  F^^l*^ 
by   bounties  further,  or  at   least  as  (to,iKy  ! 
most   strenuous   advocates   have  eter  iM|wi*  1 
Mr.   Madison's  motion    for   Gommeicial  nv 
lions,  in  the  House  of  Repreaentatives,  «td»  ' 
Uih  February,  1806,  emphatically  declares  'W  I 
the  interests  of  the  United   States  would  be  J^ 
moted  by  further  reUnetiimi  and  Uihar  M% ' 
.certain  cases,  on  the  manmfaelnrei  awlaes^**** 
foreign  nations  employed  in  the  coBunereieCW 
United  States-^*    The  pri^ple  at  the  *"WjJ 
of  duties  for  protection  standing  forth  as  >  >*^ 
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~  oolaznQ.to  the  view  of  the  eye,  is  enforced  in  this 
metfiure,  proposed  by  that  wise  and  patriotic 
siatesman.  The  restrictive  measures  of  Mr.  Jef- 
ferson'j  admiaistration,  the  embaiig^o  and  non-lnter- 
coarse,  breathed  hope  into,  and  gave  vitality  to  the 
great  manufactaring  interests.  These  were  Soath- 
cm  measarest,  sustained  by  enlightened  statesmen 
from  all  the  various  sections  of  this  widely  expend- 
ed coQDtry.  With  those  evidences  of  encourage- 
ment and  protection  to  the  navigating,  manufac- 
turing, and  agricultural  interests,  existing  on  the  re- 
cords of  national  I^islation  anterior  to  the  late 
war,  how  can  any  man  yield  an  unqualified 
assent  to  the  position  taken  in  this  re- 
ponl  The  colonial  policy  of  Great  Britain  was  to 
prevent  the  colonists  from  spreading  a  sail  upon 
the  ocean»  or  manufacturing  even  a  **bob  nail." 
Tlie  Declaration  of  Independence  and  the  success- 
fol  termination  of  the  Revo.ntionary  war,  severed 
forever  the  political  vassalage  which  Qreat  Britain 
ever  held  over  this  counury.  Yei,  if  we  had  re- 
mained dependant  on  her  for  a  supply  of  all  the 
munitions  or  war  necessary  fur  national  defence, 
and  for  the  clothing  we  wear,  we  would  have  still 

'l»een  in  commercial  pupilage  and  vassalage  to 
thai  power.  No  people  can  be  free  and  indepen- 
dent, who  have  not  ivlthin  them^^lves  the  means 
of  defence  against  the  invasion  of  a  lore^^n  enemy, 
and  the  necessary  clothing  and  breadstuff.-,  to  pro* 
tect  and  sustain  its  population.  Grain,  the  great 
ai^rtenUnral  staple  of  the  State  I  have  the  honor, 
in  part,  to  represent,  has  received  a  i>rotection  of 
iwenty-five  cents  per  bobhel.  So  abundant  has 
heretofore  been  the  supply,  that  it  is  only  within 
the  last  year  or  two  that  any  considerable  amount 
of  that  article  has  been  imported  into  the  country. 
The  peculiar  circumstances  that  brought  aboni 
this  result  will  not,  in  all  human  probability,  occur 
for  years  again.  I  would  ask,  are  nut  the  interests 
of  an  enlightened,  inteliigeni,  and  bold  yeomanry, 
the  tillers  of  the  soil,  the  stay  and  defenders  of  the 
rights  and  liberties  of  the  country,  worthy  of  the 
protection  and  encouragement  of  their  own  Go- 
vernment? Commerce,  agriculture,  and  manufac- 
lures  are  twin  handmaidens,  each  necessary  to  the . 
prosperity  of  the  other.  A  common  interest  inse- 
parably joins  them  together;  when  either  languish 

.apd  13  depressed,  the  others  equally  suffer.  I  am 
no  advocate  for  excessive  duties  and  high  tariff!^, 
which  would  again  produce  a  bloated  Treasury. 
An  we  require  is  uni/ormity  an4^  stability  in  yotir 
revenue  laws;  and  such  .discrimination  in  the  im- 

.position  of  duties  necessary  to  raise  sufficient  re- 
venae  to  supply  the  economical  wants  of  the  Trea- 
sury, as  will  best  protect,  preserve  and  encourage 
fhe    great   and    leading  interests  of    commerce, 

.agricolture     and     manufactures.       I    am     no 

[advocate    for    drawing   money,    by    either    di- 

!rect    or    indirect    taxation,   out   of  the    means 

.  of  the  people,  unless  it  is  wanted;  for  the  purposes 
of  sustaining,  the  Government,    and  maintaining 
*^e  common  defence  and  general  welfare." 
[Mr.  WiLLUMs  of  Tennesse,  called  the  gentle- 

'man  from  Pennsylvania  to  order;  alleging  that  it 
was  not  in  order  to  discuss  the  tariff  on  a  bill  for 
Ibe  issne  of  Treasui^r  notes. 
Mr.  Crart  (who  temporarily  occupied  the  chair) 

'  4«cided  that  the  gentleman  was  not  out  of  order.] 

Mr.  Potter  proceeded.  I  should  have  eoncluded 

1>efore  this   the  observations  which  I  had  contem- 

flated  to  make  if  the  gentleman  had  not  interposed. 
bat  follow  the  example,  which  those  who  preced- 
ed me,  had  set  in  this  debate.  In  my  humble 
jnd^ent,  manufactures  hav<  suffered  more  from 

'  fbe  uncertainty  and  fluctuations  of  legislation, 
from  the  want  of  reliance  in  the  steadiness  and 
continuance  of  any  particular  system  of  duties, 
than  all  the  advantages  derived  by  the  high  duties 
imposed  by  the  provisions  of  the  acts  of  1828  and 

*  1832.  Certainty  and  stability  of  legislation  will 
enable  them  to  accommodate  their  business  to  the 
existing  state  of  the  cuuntry.    Give  to  these  lead- 

'  iQg  interests  of  the  country  that  certain  and  mode- 
rate protection  arising  from  the  judicious  arranjB^e- 

'nent  of  impost  duties,  necessary  to  raise  revenue 

'  to  supply  the  wants  of  the  Treasury  when  the  Go- 
Terament  is  administered  on  the  most  economical 
seate — necessary  for  the  protection  of  the  conntry 
and  te  adTancemeiit  of  its  prooperity— and  yoajl 


will  do  more,  infinitely  more,  for  the  certain  and 
steady  advancement  of  the  agricultural  and  manu- 
facturing interest  than  was  accomplished  by  high 
tariffs,  accompanied  by  incessant  changes  and  vio- 
lent political  convalsions.'  Representing  a  great 
agricultural  and  manufactnring  district,  a  sense  of 
duty  to  my  constituents  has  constrained  me  to  make 
the  remarks  which  have  fallen  from  me.  "Suffi- 
cient for  the  day  is  the  evil  thereof."  Hereafter, 
when  it  becomes  necessary  to  readjust  the  revenue 
laws  and  the  tariff  of  duties,  if  I  am  honored  by  a 
seat  on  this  fioer,  I  trust  I  shall  be  enabled  to  enter 
upon  that  daty  in  the  spirit  of  forbearance,  conci- 
liation and  compromise,  which  produced  the  Con- 
stitution under  which  we  are  assembled  here;  and 
that  the  interests  of  all  sections  of  our  common 
country  may  be  preserved  without  essential  injury 
to  the  interests  of  any. 

My  thanks  are  due  to  the  House  for  the  indul- 
gence which  has  been  accorded  to  me. 


SPEECH  OF  MR.  MORRIS, 
Or  Ohio, 
1%  Senate,  Fthn^ry  9,  1839. 
Mr.  PaasiDCNT:  I  rise  to  present  forthe  conside- 
ration of  the  Senate,  numerous  petitions  signed  by, 
net  only  citizens  of  my  own  State,  but  citizens  of 
several  other  States,  New  York,  Pennsylvapia, 
Miefafgan,  Illinois,  and  Indiana.  These  petitioners, 
amounting  in  number  to  several  thousand,  have 
thought  proper  to  make  me  their  organ,  in  com- 
municating to  Congress  their  opinions  and  wishes 
on  subjects  which,  to  them,  appear  of  the  highest 
importance.  These  petitions,  sir,  are  on  the  sub- 
ject of  slavery^  the  slave  trade  as  carried  on  within 
and  from  this  District,  the  slave  trade  between  the 
different  States  of  this  Confederacy,  between  this 
country  ai^d  Texas,  and  against  the  admission  of 
that  coimtry  into  the  Union,  and  also  against  that  of 
any  other  State,  whose  constitution  and  laws  recog- 
nise or  permit  slavery.  I  take  this  opportunity  to 
present  all  these  petitions  together,  having  detained 
some  of  them  for  a  considerable  time  in  my  hands, 
in  order  that  as  small  a  portion  of  the  attention  of 
the  Senate  might  be  taken  upon  their  account  as 
would  be  consistent  with  a  strict  regard  to  the  rights 
of  the  petitioners.  And  I  now  present  them  under  the 
most  peculiar  circumstances  that  has  ever  proba- 
bly transpired  in  this  or  any  other  country.  I  pre- 
sent them  on  the  heel  of  the  petitions  which  have 
been  presented  by  the  Senator  from  Kentucky 
LMr.  Clav]  signed  by  the  inhabitants  of  this  Dis- 
trict, praying  that  Congress  would  not  receive  peti- 
tions on  the  subject  of  slavery  in  the  District,  from 
any  body  of  men  or  citizens,  but  themselves.  This 
is  something  new;  it  is  one  of  the  devices  of  the 
slave  power,  and  most  eztrkordtnary  in  itself. 
These  petitions  I  am  bound  in  duty  to  present — 
a  du^y  which  I  cheerfully  perform,  for 
I  consider  it  not  only  a  duty  but  an  honor.  The 
respectable  names  which  these  petitions  bear,  and 
being  against  a  practice  which  I  as  deeply  depre- 
cate and  deplore  as  they  can  possibly  do,  yet  I  well 
know  the  fate  of  these  petitions;  and  I  also  know 
the  time,  place,  and  disadvantage  under  which  I 
present  them.  In  availing  myself  of  this  opportu- 
nity to  explain  my  own  views  on  this  agitating 
topic,  and  to  explain  and  justify  the  character  and 
proceedings  of  these  petitioners,  it  must  be  obvious 
to  all  that  I  am  surrounded  with  no  ordinary  dis- 
couragements. The  strong  prejudice  which  is 
evidenced  by  the  petitioners  of  the  District,  the  un- 
willingness of  the  Senate  to  hear,  the  power  whicb 
is  arrayed,  against  me  on  this  occasion,  as  well  as  in 
opposition  to  those  whose  rights  I  am  anxious  tomain- 
rain;  opposed  by  the  very  lions  of  debate  in  this 
body,  who  are  cheered  on  by  an  applauding  gal- 
lery and  surroiuding  interests,  is  enough  to  pro* 
duce  dismay  in  one  far  more  able  and  eloquent  than 
the  tone  and  humble  individual  who  now  addresses 
you.  What,  sir,  can  there  be  to  induce  me  to  ap- 
pear on  this  public  arena,  opposed  by  such  power- 
ful oddsl  Nothing,  sir,  Nothing  but  a  strong  sense 
of  duty,  and  a  deep  conviction  that  the  cause  I  ad- 
vocate is  just;  that  the  petitioners  whom  I  represent 
are  honqst,  upright,  intelligent,  and  respectable  cati- 
sen^  men  wIiq  love  tlieir  oonutry,  who  are  anxious 


to  promote  its  best  interests,  and  who  are  actuated 
l^  the  purest  patriotism,  as  well  as  the  deepest  phi- 
lanthropy and  benevolence.  In  representing  sueh 
men,  and  in  such  a  cause,  though  by  the  most  fee- 
ble meansi  one  would  suppose  that,  op  the  floor 
of  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  order,  and 
a  decent  respect  to  the  opinions  of  others, 
would  prevail.  Prom  the  causes  which  I 
have  mentioned,  I  can  hardly  hope  for  this. 
I  expect  to  proceed  through  scenes  which  ill 
become  this  hall;  but  nothing  shall  deter  me 
Arom  a  full  and  faithful  discharge  of  my  duty 
on  this  important  occasion.  Permit  me,  sir,  to  re- 
mind gentlemen  that  I  have  now  been  six  yvars  a 
member  of  this  body.  I  have  seldom,  perhaps  too 
seldom,  in  the  opinion  of  many  of  my  constituents, 
pressed  myself  upon  the  notice  of  the  Senate,  and 
aken  up  their  time  in  useless  and  windy  debate. 
I  question  very  much  if  I  have  occupied  the  time 
of  the  Senate  during  the  six  years  as  some  gentle- 
men have  during  six  weeks,  or  even  six  days.  I 
hope,  therefore,  that  I  shall  not  be  thought  obtru- 
sive, or  charged  with  taking  up  time  with  Aboli- 
tion petitions.  I  hope,  Mr.  President,  to  hear  no  , 
more  about  agitating  this  slave  question  here. 
Who  has  began  the  agitation  now?  The  Senator 
from  Kentucky,  [Mr.  Clav.]  Who  has  responded 
to  that  agitation,  and  congratulated  the  Senate  and 
the  country  on  its  results?  The  Senator  from  South 
Carolina,  [Mr.  Calrodw]  And  pray,  sir,  under 
what  cireuoistances  is  this  agitation  begun?  Let  it 
be  remembered,  let  us  collect  the  facts  Irom  the 
records  on  your  table,  that  when  I,  as  a  member 
of  this  body,  but  a  few  days  since  offered  a  resolu- 
tion as  the  foundation  of  proceedings  on  these  peti- 
tions, gentlemen,  as  if  operated  on  by  an  electric 
shock,* sprung  from  their  seats  and  objected  to  its 
introduction.  And  when  you,  sir,  decided  that  it . 
was  the  right  of  every  member  to  introduce  such 
motion  or  resolution  as  he  pleased,  being  responsi- 
ble to  his  constituents  and  this  body  for  the  abuse 
of  this  right,  gentlemen  seemed  to  wonder  that  the 
Senate  had  no  power  to  prevent  the  action  of  one 
of  its  members  in  cases  like  this,  and  the  poor  pri« 
vilege  of  having  the  resolntion  printed,  by  order 
of  the  Senate,  was  denied. 

Let  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina  before  me 
remember  that,  at  the  last  session,  when  he  offered 
resolutions  on  thejsubject  of  slavery,  they  were  not 
only  received  without  objection,  but  printed;  voted 
on,  and  decided;  and  let  the  Senator  from  Kentucky 
reflect  that  the  petition  which  he  offered  against  our 
right  was  also  received  and  ordered  to  be  printed 
without  a  single  dissenting  voice;  and  I  call  on  the 
Senate  and  the  country  to  remember  that  the  reso- 
lutions which  I  have  offered  on  the  same  subject 
have  not  only  been  refused  the  printing,  but  have 
been  laid  upon  the  table  without  being  debated  or 
referred.  Posterity,  which  shall  read  the  proceed- 
ings of  this  time,  may  well  wonder  what  power 
could  induce  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  to  pro- 
ceed in  such  a  strange  and  contradictory  manner. 
Permit  me  to  tell  the  country  now  what  this  powe.r 
behind  the  throne,  greater  than  the  throne  itself,  is. 
It  is  the  power  of  slaverv.  It  is  a  power,  accord- 
ing to  the  calculation  of  the  Senator  from  Ken- 
tucky, which  owns  twelve  hundred  millions  of  dol- 
lars in  human  beings  as  property;  and  if  money  is 
power,  this  power  is  not  to  be  conceived  or  calcu- 
lated; a  power  which  claims  human  property  more 
than  double  the  amount  which  the  whole  money  of 
the  world  could  purchase.  What  can  stand  before 
this  power?  Truth,  everlasting  truth,  will  yet  over- 
throw it.  Thit  power  is  aiming  to  govern  the  coim- 
try, its  constitutions  and  laws^  but  it  is  not  ceitain 
of  success,  tremendous  as  it  is,  without  foreign  or  . 
other  aid.  Let  ^t  be  borne  in  irind  that  the  Bank 
power,  some  years  since,  during  what  has  been 
called  the  panic  session,  had  influence  sufficient 
in  this  body,  and  upon  this  floor,  to  prevent 
the  reception  of  petitions  against  the  action  of 
the  Senate  on  tbeir  resolutions  of  censute 
against  the  President.  .  The  country  tooks  in- 
sunt  alarm,  and  the  political  complexion  of  this 
body  was  changed  as  soon  as  possible.  The  same 
power,  though  double  in  means  and  in  strengfli,  is 
now  doing  &»  same  thing.  This  is  the  array  of 
power  that  even  now  is  attempting  such  an  un- 
WftmBt«;^l»eoui8ekitliis€&imtiqr;a&d  the  people 
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are  also  now  moTing  against  the  slave,  as  ihey 
lormerly  did  against  the  Bank  power.  It,  too,  be- 
gins to  tremble  for  its  safety.  What  is  to  be  donel 
Why,  petitions  are  receeired  and  ordered  to  be 
printed,  against  the  right  of  petitions  which  are 
not  received,  and  the  whole  power  of  debate  is 
tiirown  into  the  s(*«ale  with  the  slaveholding  power. 
But  all  will  not  do;  these  two  powers  must  now  be 
united;  an  amalgamation  of  the  black  power  of  the 
Scaih  with  the  white  power  of  the  North  mnat 
take  place,  as  either,  separately-,  cannot  sacoeed  in 
destraclion  of  the  liberty  of  speech  and  tlite  press, 
and  the  rig|^t  of  petition.  Let  me  tell  gentlemen 
that  boih  united  will  never  succeed;  as  I  said  on  a 
former  day,  Grod  forbid  that,  they  shoakl  ever  rnle 
this  country.  I  have  seen  this  billing  and  cooing 
between  these  difierent  interests  for  some  lime  past; 
I  informed  my  private  friends  of  the  polflical  party 
with  which  I  have  heretofore  acted,  during  the  first 
week. 01  this  session,  that  these  powers  were  form- 
ing a  union  to  overthrow  the  present  Administra- 
tion; and  I  warned  them  of  the  folly  and  mischief 
they  were  doing  in  their  abnse  of  those  who  were 
oppo»ed  to  slavery.  All  doubts  are  now  termi- 
nated. The  display  made  by  the  Senator  from 
Kentucky,  [Mr.  Clit,]  and  his  denunciations  of 
the^e  petitioners  as  At)olitioni9ts,  and  the  hearty 
response  and  cordial  embrace  which  his  efforts  met 
from  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina,  [Mr.  Cal- 
houn,] clearly  shows  that  new  moves  have  taken 
place  on  the  political  chessboard,  and  new  coali- 
tions are  formed,  new  compromises  and  new  bar- 
gain$,  settling  and  disposing  of  the  rights  of  the 
country  for  the  advantage  of  political  aspirants. 

The  gentleman  from  Sout&  Carolina  [Mr.  Cal- 
hoon]  seemed,  at  the  conclusion  of  the  argument 
made  by  the  Senator  fVom  Kentucky,  to  be  filled 
not  only  with  delight  but  with  ecstasy.  He  told  us 
that  about  twelve  months  since  hb  had  offered  a 
resolution  which  turned  the  tide  in  favor  of  the 
great  principle, of  State  rights,  and, says  he  is  high- 
ly pleased  with  the  course  taken  by  the  Kentucky 
Senator.  All  is  now  safe  by  the  acts  of  that  Sena- 
tor. The  South  is  now  consolidated  as  one  man; 
it  was  a  great  epoch  in  our  history,  biit  we  have 
now  passed  it;  it  is  the  beginning  of  a  moral  re- 
volution; slavery  so  far  from  being  a  political 
evil  is  a  great  blessing;  both  races  have  been  im- 
proved by  ii;  and  that  Abolition  is  now  dbao,  and 
will  soon  be  forgotten.  So  far  the  Senator  irom 
South  Carolina,  as  I  understand  him.  But,  sir,  is 
this  really  the  easel  Is  the  South  united  as  one 
man,  and  is  the  Senator  from  Kntncky  the  great 
centre  of  attraction?  What  a  lesson  to  the  friends 
of  the  present  Administration,  who  have  been 
throwing  themselves  into  the  arois  of  the  Southern 
slave  power  for  support!  The  black  enchantment 
I  hope  is  now  at  an  end — the  dream  dissolved,  and 
we  awake  into  open  day.  No  longer  is  there  any 
uncertainty  or  any  doubt  on  this  subject  But  is  the 
great  epoch  passed;  is  it  not  rather  just  beginning? 
Is  Abolitionism  dead — or  is  it  just  awaking  into 
life?  Is  the  right  of  petition  strangled  and  foigotten — 
or  is  it  increasing  in  strength  and  force?  These  are  se- 
rious questions  for  the  gentleman^  consideration 
that  may  damp  the  ardor  of  his  joy,  if  examined  with 
an  impartial  mind,and  looked  a  t  with  an  unprejudiced 
eye.  Sir,  when  these  paeans  were  sung  over  the  death 
01  Abolitionists,  and,  of  course  their  right  to  liberty 
of  speech  and  the  press,  at  least  in  fancy's  eye,  we 
might  have  seen  them  lying  ia  heaps  upon  heaps, 
like  the  enemies  of  the  strong  man  in  days  of  old. 
But  let  me  bring  back  the  gentleman's  mind  flrom 
this  delightful  scene  of  Abolition  death,  to  sober 
realities  and  solemn  facts.  I  have  now  lying  be- 
fore me  the  names  of  thousands  of  living  witnesses 
that  slavery  has  not  entirely  conquered  liberty; 
that  Abolitionists  (for  so  are  all  these  petitioners 
called)  are  not  aU  dud.  These  are  my  nrst  proofs 
to  show  the  gentleman  his  ideas  are  all  fancy.  I 
have  also^  sir,  since  the  commencement  of  this 
debate,  received  a  newspaper,  as  if  sent  by  Provi- 
dence to  suit  tlie  occasion,  and  by  whom  I  know 
no*.  U  is  the  Cincinnati  Republican  of  the  2d 
instant,  which  contains  an  extract  from  the  Louis- 
ville Advertiser,  a  paper  printed  in  Kentucky,  in 
Louisville,  our  sister  city;  and  though  about  one 
hundred  and  tV^  miles  below  as,  is  but  a  few 
hoofs  distant,    lliat  paper  is  the  leading  Adminis- 


tration journal,  too,  as  I  am  informed,  in  Ken- 
tucky. Hear  what  it  says  on  the  death  of  Aboli- 
tion : 

"Abolition -<^in6innati~Thb  Lodisyilue  Advbbtiskr.— 
We  copy  the  following  notice  of  an  articte  which  jwe  lately 
published,  upoa  the  sabject  of  Abolition  moyementa  in  this 
quarter,  from  the  Loaisville  Advertiser: 

Abolition.— The  reader  is  referred  to  ap  interesting  article 
which  we  have  copied  from  the  Cincinnati  Republican— a  pa* 
per  which  lately  supported  the  priociplesof  Democracy^  apa> 
per  which  has  fumed,  but  not  quits  far  enouKh  to  act  with  the 
Adams's  and  Blades  in  Congress,  ar  the  Whig  Abolitionists  of 
Ohio.  It  does  not,  howcTor,  cive  a  correct  view  of  the  strengUi 
of  the  Abolitionists  in  Cincinaatl.  There  they  are  intheav- 
cendant    They  control  the  city  elections,  regulate  what  may 


be  termed  the  morals  of  the  city,  frive  tone  to  publie  opinion, 

__«  .i^_.-  .L .„  .     virtue  of  their  superior  piety  and  in* 

Bpuolkan  tells  us  that  they  are  not  laborini 
Loco  Focos— but  "drones"  and  "consumers"— the  "rich  anu 


well  horn"  of  course;  men  who  have  leisure  and  means,  and  a 
dispositjon  to  employ  the  latter,  to  equalise  whites  and  blacks 
in  theslavetioldinR  States.  Even  now,  the  absconding  slave  ia 
perfectly  safe  in  Cincinnati.  We  doubt  whether  an  instance 
can  be  adduced  of  the  recovery  of  a  ninaway  in  that  place  in 
-the  last  four  years.  When  negroes  reach  "the  Queen  city" 
they  are  protected  by  its  intelligence  its  piety  and  Its  wealth. 
They  receive  the  aiu  of  the  elUe  of  the  Buckeyes,  and  we  have 
a  strong  faction  in  Kentucky  struggling  zealously  to  make  her 
one  of  the  dependencies  of  Cincinnati !  Let  our  mutual  sons  go 
on.  The  day  of  mutual  retribution  is  at  hand*— much  nearer 
than  is  now  imagined.  The  Republican,  which  still  looks  with 
a  friendly  eye  to  the  slaveholding  States,  warns  us  of  the  danger 
which  exists,  although  its  newborn  zeal  for  Whigei  y  prompts 
it  to  insist,  indirectly,  on  the  right  of  petitioning  Congress  to 
alwUsh  slavery.  There  are  about  two  hundred  and  fiity  Abo- 
lition societies  in  Ohio  at  the  present  time,  and,  from  the  circu- 
lar iMued  at  head  quarters,  Cincinnati,  it  api 


are  to  be  sent  through  every  county  to  distribute  books  and 
pamphlets  designed  to  inflame  the  public  mind,  and  then  or- 

Snize  additional  societies— or,  rather,  form  new  clans,  to  aid  in 
9  war  which  has  t>eaa  commenced  tm  the  daveholding 
States." 

I  do  not,  sir,  nnderwrite  for  the  truth  of  this 
statement  as  an  entire  whole;  much  of  it  I  repel  as 
an  uojust  charge  on  my  fellow-citizens  of  Cincin- 
nati; but,  as  it  comes  from  a  slaveholding  State — 
from  the  State  of  the  Senator  who  has  so  eloqaent- 
ly  anathematized  Abolitionists  that  it  is  almost  a 
pity  they  could  not  die  under  suchjsweet  sounds — and 
as  the  South  Carolina  Senator  pronounces  them 
dead,  I  produce  this  from  a  shavenolding  State  for 
the  special  benefit  and  consolation  of  the  two  Sena- 
tors. It  comes  from  a  source  to  which  I  am  sure 
both  gentlemen  ought  to  give  credit.  But  suppose, 
sir,  that  Abolitionism  is  dead,  is  liberty  dead  also, 
and  slavery  triumphant?  Is  liberty  of  speech,  of 
the  press,  and  the  right  of  petition  alpo  dead?  True, 
it  has  been  strangled  here;  but  gentlemen  will  find 
themselves  in  great  error  if  they  suppose  it  also 
strangled  in  the  country;  and  the  very  attempt  in 
legislative  bodies  to  sustain  a  local  and  individual 
interest,  to  the  destruction  of  our  rights,  proves  that 
those  rights  are  not  dead,  but  a  living  principle 
which  slavery  cannot  extinguish;  and  be  my  lot 
what  it  may,  I  shall,  to  the  utmost  of  my  abilities, 
under  all  circumstances,  and  at  all  times,  contend 
for  that  freedom  which  is  the  common  gift  of  the 
Creator  to  all  men,  and  against  the  power  of  these 
two  great  interests — the  slave  power  of  the  South, 
and  banking  power  of  the  North — which  are  now 
uniting  to  rule  this  couritry.  The  cotton  bale  and 
the  bank  note  have  formed  an  alliance;  the  credit 
system  with  slave  labor.  These  two  congenial  spirits 
have  at  last  met  and  embraced  each  other,  both 
looking  to  the  same  object — to  live  upon  the  unre- 
quited labor  of  others — and  have  now  created  for 
themselves  a  common  platform,  as  was  intimated 
during  the  last  session,  on  which  Ihey  can  meet, 
and  bid  defiance,  as  they  hope,  to  free  principles 
and  free  labor. 

With  these  introductory  remarks,  permit  me,  sir, 
to  say  here,  and  let  no  one  pretend  to  misunder- 
stand or  misrepresent  me,  that  I  charge  gentlemen, 
when  they  use  the  word  Abolitionist^,  they  mean 
petitioners  here  such  as  I  now  present — men  ^ho 
love  liberty,  and  are  opposed  to  slavery — that  in 
behalf  of  these  citizens  I  speak;  and,  by  whatever 
name  they  may  be  called,  it  is  those  who  are  op- 
posed to  slavery  whose  cause  I  advocate.  I  make 
no' war  upon  the  rights  of  other:.  I  do  no  act  but 
what  is  moral,  constitutional,  and  legal,  against  the 
peculiar  institutions  of  any  State;  but  acts  only  in 
defence  of  my  own  rights,  of  my  fellow-citizens, 
and,  above  all,  of  my  State,  I  3hall  not  cease  while 
the  current  of  life  shall  continue  to  flow. 

I  shall,  Mr.  President,  in  the  further  considera- 
tion of  this  subject,  endeavor  to  prove,  first,  Ihe. 
right  of  the  people  to  petition;  second,  why  slavery 
is  wrong,  and  why  I  am  opposed  to  it;  third,  the 


power  of  slavery  in  this  country,  and  its  dangui; 
next,  answer  the  question,  so  often  uked,  wlnt 
have  the  free  States  to  do  wiih  ilaverjt  Thca 
make  some  remark  s  by  way  of  answer  to  the  irgn. 
meats  of  the  Senator  from  Kentucky,  [Mr.  Cur.l 
Mr.  President,  the  duty  i  am  requested  to  pe^ 
form  is  one  of  the  highest  which  a  EtepreKatttife 
can   be  called  on  to  discharge.    Ir  is  to  mtkB 
known  to  the  legislative  body  the  will  and  the 
wishes  of  his  constituents  and  fello^-citizeio;  ud, 
in  the  present  case,  I  feel  honored  by  theoD&fideooB 
reposed  in  me,  and  proceed  to  discharge  the  doty. 
The  petitioners  have  not  trusted  to  my  fallible  jodg* 
ment  alone,  but  have  declared,  in  written  doen- 
ments,  the  most  solemn  expression  of  their  wdi. 
It  is  true  these  petitions  have  not  been  sent  here  bf 
the  whole  people  of  the  United  States,  bat  from  a 
portion  of  them  only;  yet  such  is  the  justice  of 
their  cl4im,  and  the  sure  foundatiun  upon  which  it 
rests,  that  no  portion  of  the  American  people,  util 
a  day  or  two  pa^,  have  thought  it  either  safe  or  ex- 
pedient to  present  counter  petitions;  and  even  dov, 
when  counter  petitions  have  been  presented,  th^ 
dare  not  justify  slavery,  and  the  selling  of  meaaad 
women  in  Uiis  District,  but  content  themselves  viih 
objecting  to  others  enjoying  the  rights  they  ptie- 
tice,  and  praying  Congress  not  to  receive  or  hear 
petitions  from  the  people  of  the  Suites— a  new  de- 
vice of  slave  power  this,  never  before  thought  of 
or  practised  in  any  country.  I  would  havebeeagia- 
tified   if  the    inventors  of   this  system,  whieh 
denies  to  others  what  they  practice  themselves,  hai, 
in  their  petition,  attempted  to  justify  slavery  and  tin 
slave  trade  in  the  District,  if  they  believe  the  practise 
just,  that  their  names  might  have  gone  dowa  to  pos- 
terity.    No,  sir,  very  few  yet  have  the  moial 
courage  to  record  their  names  to  such  an  avoval; 
and  even  some  of  these  petitioners  are  sosqticaiuA 
on  this  subject,  say  that  they  might,  from  coa- 
scieniions  principles,  be  prevented  from  boldiif 
slaves.      Not  so,  sir,  with  the  petitioners  which  I 
have  the  honor  to  represent;  they  art  aaxioos  that 
their  sentiments  and  their  names  shonld  be  made 
matter  of  record;  they  have  no  qnalms  of  eoe- 
science  on  this  subject;  they  have  deep  cosTidioai 
and  a  firm  belief  that  slavery  is  an  existing  eril, 
incompatible  with  the  principles  of  poliucalbbeity, 
at  war  with  our  ^stem  of  (Government,  and  a* 
tending  a  baleful  and  blasting  influence  orer  oar 
country,  withering  and  blighting  its  frrest  pm- 
pects  and  brightest  hopes.     Who  has  said  that  thoe 
petitions  are  unjust  in  principle,  and  on  tfaatgroaad 
ought   not   to   be  granted?    Who  has  said  Aai 
slavery  is  not  an  evil?    Who  has  said  it  does  aot 
tarmsh  the  fair  fame  of  oar  country?    Who  hv 
said  it  does  not  bring  dissipation  and  feebleixa  to 
one  race,  and  poverty  and  wretchedness  to  another, 
in  its  train?    Who  has  said  it  is  not  nnjost  lo  ihs 
slave  and  injuriaos  to  the  happiness  and  best  inte- 
rest of  the  masterl   Who  has  said  it  does  not  bieak 
the  bonds  of  human  affeotioo,  by  separatiaf  dK 
wife  from  the  husband,  and  childito  from  thai 
parents?    In  fine,  who  has  said  it  is  not  a  b!ot  opoa 
our  country  ^s  honor,  and  a  deep  and  foul  staia  ap' 
on  her  institutions?    Few,  very  few,  perhaps  *•• 
but  him  who  lives  upon  its  labor,  regardless  of  iv 
misery;  and  even  many  whose  local  sitttatioas  iff 
within  its  jurisdiction^  acknowledge  its  iajtutiB^ 
and  deprecate  its  continuance;  while  miUiOBia 
freemen  deplore  its  existence,  and  look  forvim 
with  strong  hope  to  its  final  termination.  Sutttfi 
a  word,  like  a  secret  idol,  thought  too  obnoxioai « 
sacred  to-be  pronounced  here  but  by  those  «hs 
worship  at  its  shrine;  and  should  one  who  kwt 
such  worshipper  happen  to  pronounce  the  voPi 
the  most  disastrous  consequences  are  immsdiitdf 
predicted,  the  Union  is  lo  be  dissolved,  aad  ie 
South  to  take  care  of  itself. 
.  Do  not  suppose,  Mr.  President,  that  I  feel  va 
engaged  in  a  forbidden  or  improvident  act.  W 
such  thing.    I  am  contending  with  a  local  W» 
"pecttZior"  interest,  an  interest  which  has  alltl^ 
banded  together  a  force  stifllcient  to  seisB  if* 
every  avenue  by  which  a  petition  can  eater  w 
chamber,  and  exclude  all  without  its  leave.   M 
not  now  contending  for  the  rights  of  iheaM 
rights  which  his  Creator  gave  him  and  wkioh  ■■ 
fellow-man  has  uscurped  or  taken  away.   NCi  v 
I  am  oontenduji  for  the  rights  of  the  «hiie  peaia 
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in  the  fr«e  Slates,  and  am  eadcavoring  to  prevent 
them  fiom  being  trodden  do  va  a>id  destroyed  by 
t]uu  power  vliidi  claims  the  black  person  as  fn^ 
pcrfy. .  I  am  eodeavoriag  to  sound  the  alarm  to 
Biy  fellow-ciiiaens  that  this  power,  tremendous  as  it 
is,  is  endeavoring  to  anitc  itself  with  the  moneyed 
power  of  the  coontry,  in  order  to  extend  its  domi- 
Bion  and  perpetoate  its  existence.    I  am  endeavor- 
iag  to  drive  from  the  back  of  the  negro  tlmoe  the 
poiiiieian  who  has  seated  himself  there  to  ride  into 
office  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  ont  the  object  of 
this  aoboly  combination.    The  chains  of  slavery 
tie  sofficiently  strong,  without  being  riveted  anew 
b/  tinkering  politicians  in  the  free  States.    I  feel 
ID/self  compelled  into  this  contest,  in  defence  of  the 
ittstitntioos  of  my  own  State,  the  persons  and  ire- 
sides  of  her  citizens,  from  the  insatiable  grasp  of 
ihe  slavcholding  power  as  being  used  and  felt  in 
the  free  Slates.    To  say  that  I  am  oppose  J  to 
ilifeiy  in  the  abstract,  are   but  cold   and  un- 
meaoiog  words;  if,  however,  capable  of  any  mean- 
io9  whatever,  they  may  fairly  be  construed  into 
a  love  for  its  existence;  and  such  I  sincerely 
beiieve  to  be  (he  feeling  of  many  in  the  free  States 
who  ose  the  phrase.    I,  sir,  am  not  onlf  opposed 
lo  slavery  in  the  abstract,  but  also  in  its  whole 
volume,  in  its  theory  as  well  as  practice.    This 
prineiple  is  deeply  implanted  within  me;  it  has 
**growa  with  my  growth,  andstrengM^ened  with  my 
strength."    In  my  infant  years  I  learned  to  hale 
lUverj.    Your  fathers  taught  me  it  was  wrong  in 
tfaeir  Declaration  of  Independence:  the  doctrines 
which  they  promulgated  to  the  world,  and  upon 
the  troth  of  which  they  staked  the  issue  of  the  con- 
test that  made  us  a  nation.  They  proclaimed  '*that 
lU  men  are  created  equal;  that  they  are  endowed 
bjr  their  creator  with  certain  unalienable  rights; 
&t  amongst  these  are  life,  liberty,  and  the  pursuit 
of  happiness.'*     These  truths  as    solemnly  de- 
clared by  them.    I  believed  then,  and  believe  now 
thev  are  self-evident.    Who  can  acknowledge  this, 
and  not  be  opposed  to  slavery?  It  is,  then,  l^caose 
I  love  ihe  pnnciples  which  brought  your  Qovern- 
meat  into  existence,  and  which  have  become  the 
eoner  stone  of  the  building  supporting  you,  sir,  in 
that  chair,  and  giving  to  myself  and  other  Senators 
seats  io  this  body — it  is  because  I  love  all  this,  that 
I  hate  slavery.     Is  it  because  I  contend  for  the 
right  of  petition,  and  am  opposed  to  slavery,  that 
I  have  been  denounced  by  many  as  an  Abolitionist? 
Yes;  Virginia  newspapers  have  so  denounced  me, 
and  call^  upon  the  Legislature  of  my  State  to  djs- 
mbs  me  from  public  confidence.    Who  taught  me 
,   lo  hate  slavery,  and  every  other  oppression?    J^er^ 
un,  the  great  and  the  good  Jefferson!    Yes,  Fir- 
gma  SmUon,  it  was  your  own  Jefferson,  Virginia^ 
fivorite  son,  a  man  who  did  more  for  the  natural 
liberty  of  man,  and  the  civil  liberty  of  his  country, 
than  any  man  that  ever  lived  in  our  country;  it 
was  him  who  taught  me  to  hate  tUtotiif;  it  was 
in  hii  school  I  waa  brought  up.    That  Mr.  Jef- 
ienoo  was. as  much  opposed  to  slavery  as  any 
man    that    ever   lived  m    our    country,    there 
can  be  no  doubt;  his  life  and  his  writings  abun- 
dantly prove  tke  fact    I  hold  in  my  hand  a  copy, 
as  he  penned  it,  of  the  original  draft  of  the  Decla- 
ration of  Independence,  a  part  of  which  was  stricken 
oot,  as  he  says,  in  compliance  with  the  wishes  of 
South  Carolina  and  Geoi^ia.  I  will  read  it.  Speak- 
ing of  the  wrongs  done  us  by  the  British  Govern- 
ment, in  introducing  slaves  amongst  us,  he  says: 
"He  (the  British  King)  has  waged  cruel   war 
against  human  nature  itself,  violating  its  most  sa- 
cred right  of  life  and  liberty  in  the  persons  of  a 
distant  people,  who  never  offended  him,  capti vat- 
ting  and  carrying  them  into  suLvxar  m  another 
hemisphere,  or  to  incur  miserable   death  in  their 
transportation  thither.    This  piratiml  warfare,  the 
opprobrium  of  infidel  powers,  is  the  warfare  of  the 
Christian  King  of  Qreat  Britain.    Determined  to 
keep  open  a  market  where  men  should  be  bought 
and  SOLO,  be  has  prostituted  his  prerogative  for  sup- 
pressing every  l^islative  attempt  to  prohibit  or  re^ 
strain  this  execrable  commerce,  and  that  this  assem- 
blage Of  horrors  might  want  no  fact  of  distinguish- 
ed die,  he  is  now  exciting  those  very  people  to  rise 
inarms  against  us,  and  purchase  that  liberty  of 
which  he  has  deprived  them  by  murdering  the  people 
on  whom  be  also  obtruded  them^  thos  paying  off 


former  crimes  committed  against  the  liberties  of  one 
people  with  crimes  which  he  urges  them  to  commit 
agaihst  the  lives  of  another."  Thus  far  this  great 
statesman  and  philanthropist.  Had  his  contempora- 
ries been  ruled  by  his  opinions,  the  country  bad 
now  been  at  rest  on  this  exciting  topic.  What 
Abolitionist,  sir,  has  used  stronger  language  against 
slavery  than  Mr.  Jefferson  has  done?  "Cruel  war 
against  human  nature,"  '^violating  its  most  sacred 
rights,"  "piratical  warfare,"  "opprobrium  of  in* 
fidel  powers,"  "a  market  where  men  should 
be  bought  and  sold,"  "execrable  commerce,"  "as- 
semblage of  horrors,"  "crimes  committed  against  the 
liberty  of  a  people,"  are  the  brands  which  Mr.  Jef- 
ferson has  burned  into^he  forehead  of  slavery  and 
the  slave  trade.  When,  sir,  have  I,  or  aoy  other 
person  opposed  to  slavery,  spoken  in  stronger  and 
more  opprobrious  terms  cf  slavery  than  thisi?  You 
have  caused  the  bust  of  this  great  man  to  be  placed 
in  the  centre  of  your  Capitol,  in  that  conspicuous 
part  where  every  visiter  must  see  it,  with  its  hand 
resting  on  the  Declaration  of  Independence,  en- 
graved upon  marble.  Why  have  you  done  this? 
Is  it  not  mockery?  Or  is  it  to  remind  us  continually 
of  the  wickedness  and  danger  of  slavery?  I  never 
pass  that  statue  without  new  and  increased  venera- 
tion for  the  man  it  represents,  and  increased  repug- 
nance and  sorrow  that  he  did  not  succeed  in  driving 
slavery  entirely  from  the  country.  Sir,  if  I  ani  an 
Abolitionist,  Jefferson  made  me  so;  and  I  only  re- 
gret that  the  disciple  should  be  so  far  behind  the 
master,  both  in  doctrine  and  practice.  But,  sir, 
other  reasons  and  other  cau%s  have  combined  to 
fix  and  establish  my  principles  in  this  mhtter, 
never,  I  trust,  to  be  shaken.  A  free  State  was  the 
place  of  my  birth;  a  free  Territory  the  theatre  of 
my  juvenile  actions.  •  Ohio  is  my  country  endeared 
to  me  by.  every  fond  recollection.  She  gave  me  po- 
litical existence,  and  taught  me  in  her  political 
school;  and  I  should  be  worse  than  an  unnatural 
son  did  I  forget  or  disobey  her  precepts.  In  her 
Constitution  it  is  declared  "  That  all  men  are  born 
equally  free  and  independent,"  and  "  that  there 
shall  be  nei:her  slavery  nor  involuntary  servitude 
in  the  State,  otherwise  than  for  the  punishment  of 
crimes."  Shall  I  stand  up  (or  slavery  in  any  case, 
condemned  as  it  is  by  such  high  authority 
as  this?  No,  never!  But  this  is  not  all.  In- 
diana, our  younger  Western  sister,  endeared 
to  as  by  every  social  and  political  tie,  a  State 
formed  in  the  same  country  as  Ohio,  from 
whose  territory  slavery  was  forever  •xclui'ed  by 
the  ordinance  of  July,  1787 — she,  too,  has  declared 
her  abhorrence  of  slavery  in  more  strong  and  em- 
phatic teiins  than  we  have  done.  In  her  constitu- 
tion, after  prohibiting  slavery,  or  involuntary  ser- 
vitude being  introduced  into  the  State,  she  de- 
clares, "But  as  :o  the  holding  any  part  of  the  hu- 
man creation  in  slavery,  or  involuntary  servitude, 
can  originate  only  in  tyranny  and  tisurpelion,  no 
alteration  of  her  constitution  should  ever  take 
place,  so  as  to  introduce  slavery  or  involuntary 
servitude  into  the  State,  otherwise  than  for  the 
punishment  of  crimes  whereof  the  party  had  been 
duly  convicted."  Illinois  and  Michigan  also  form- 
ed their  constitutions  on  the  same  principles.  After 
such  a  cloud  of  witnesses  against  slavery,  and 
whose  testimony  is  so  clear  and  explicit,  as  a  citizen 
of  Ohio,  I  should  be  recreant  to  every  principle 
of  honor  and  of  justice,  to  be  found  the  apologist 
or  advocate  of  slavery  in  any  State,  or  in  any 
country  whatever.  No,  I  cannot  be  so  inconsist- 
ent as  to  say  I  am  opposed  to  slavery  in  the  oh- 
Hraei^  in  its  separation  from  a  human  being,  and 
still  lend  my  aid  to  build  it  up,  and  make  it  per- 
petual in  its  operation  and  effects  upon  moil  in  this 
or  any  other  country.  I  also,  in  early  life,  saw  a 
slave  kneel  before  his  master,  and  hold  up  his 
hands  with  as  much  apparent  submission,  humili- 
ty, and  adoration,  as  a  man  would  have  done  before 
his  maker,  while  his  master,  with  outstretched  rod, 
stood  over  him.  This,  I  thonpht,  is  slavery;  one 
man  subjected  to  the  will  and  power  of  another, 
and  the  laws  affording  hfm  no  protection,  and 
he  has  to  beg  pardon  of  man,  because 
he  has  offended  man,  (not  the  laws,)  as  ir 
his  master  were  a  superior  and  all  pow- 
erful being.  Yes,  this  is  slavery,  boasted 
American  slavery,  without  which,  it  is  contend- 


ed even  here,  that  the  union  of  these  States  would 
be  dissolved  in  a  day,  yes,  even  in  an  hour!  Humi- 
liating thought,  that  we  are  bound  together  as  States 
by  the  chains  of  slavery!  It  cannot  be — ^the  blood 
and  the  tears  of  slavery  form  no  part  of  the 
cement  of  our  Union — and  it  is  hoped  that  by 
falling  on  its  bands  they  may  never  corrode  and 
eat  them  asunder.  We  who  are  opposed  to,  and 
deplore  the  existence  of  slavery  in  our  country, 
are  frequently  asked,  both  in  public  and  private, 
what  have  you  to  do  with  slavery?  It  does  not 
exist  in  your  State;  it  does  not  disturb  you!  Ah, 
sir,  would  to  God  it  were  so — that  we  had  nothing 
to  do  with  slavery,  nothing  to  fear  from  its  power, 
or  its  action  within  our  own  bordersjthat  its  name  £.nd 
its  miseries  were  unknown  to  us.  But  this  is  notour  lot; 
we  live  upon  its  borders,  and  in  hearing  of  its ' 
cries;  yet  .we  are  unwilling  to  acknowledge,  that  if 
we  enter  its  territories  and  violate  its  laws,  that 
we  should  be  punished  at  its  pleasure.  We  do 
not  complain  of  this,  though  it  might  well  be  con- 
sidered just  ground  of  complaint  It  is  our  fire* 
ikides,  our  rights,  oar  privileges,  the  safety  of  our 
friends,  as  well  as  the  sovereignty  and  indepen- 
dence of  our  State,  that  we  are  now  called  upon 
to  protect  and  defend.  The  slave  interest  has  at 
this  moment  the  whole  power  of  the  country  in  its 
hands.  It  claims  the  President  as  a  Northern  man 
with  Southern  feelings,  thus  making  the  Chief  Ma^ 
gistrate  the  head  of  an  interest,  or  a  party,  and  not 
of  the  country  and  the  people  at  large.  It  has  the 
cabinet  of  the  President,  three  members  of  which 
are  from  slave  States,  and  one  who  wrote  a  book 
in  favor  of  Southern  slavery,  but  which  fell  dead 
from  the  press,  a  book  which  I  have  seen,  m  my 
own  family,  thrown  musty  upon  the  shelf.  Here 
then  is  a  c^ecided  majority  in  favor  of  the  slave 
interest.  It  has  fiv^  out  of  nine  judges  of 
the  Supreme  Court;  here,  also,  is  a  majority  from  the 
slave  States.  It  has,  with  the  President  of  the 
Senate,  and  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, and  the  Clerks  of  both  Hoi:^s,  the  ar- 
my andjthe  navy;  and  the  bureaus,  have,  I  am  told, 
about  the  same  proportion.  One  would  suppose 
that,  with  all  this  power  operating  in  this 
Government,  it  would  be  content  to  ptrmU — yes 
I  will  use  the  word  permU— it  would  be  content 
to  permit  us,  who  lire  in  the  free  States,  to  enjoy 
our  firesides  and  our  homes  in  quietness;  but  this 
'19  not  the  case.  The  slaveholders  and  slave  laws 
claim  that  as  property,  which  the  free  States  know 
only  as  persons,  a  reasoning  property,  which,  of 
its  own  will  and  mere  motion,  is  frequently  found 
in  our  States;  and  upon  which  thing  we  sometimes 
bestow  food  and  raimant  if  it  appear  hungry  and 
p^ishing,  believing  it  to  be  a  human  being;  this 
p^haps  is  owing  to  our  want  of  vision  to  disco- 
ver the  process  by  which  a  man  is  convei  ted  into 
a  THING.  For  this  act  of  ours,  which  is  not  pro- 
hibited by  our  laws,  but  prompted  by  every  feeling, 
christian  and  humane,  the  slaveholding  power 
enters  our  territory,  tramples  under  foot  the 
sovereignty  of  our  State,  violates  the  sanctity  of  pri- 
vate residence,  seizes  our  citizens,  and  disregard- 
ing the  authority  of  our  laws,  transports  them  into 
its  own  jarisdiction,  casts  them  into  prison,  con- 
fines them  in  fetters,  and  loads  them  with  chains, 
for  pretended  offences  against  their  own  laws, 
found  by  willing  grand  juries  upon  the  oath  (to  use 
the  language  of  the  late  Gk)vernor  of  Ohio)  of  a 
perjured  villain.  Is  this  fancy,  or  is  it  fact,  sober 
reality,  solemn  fact.  Need  I  say  all  this,  and 
much  more,  is  now  matter  of  histoiy  in  the  case  of 
the  reverend  John  B.  Mahan,  of  Brown  county, 
Ohie.  Yes  it  is  so;  but  this  is  but  the  begin- 
ning—a case  of  equal  outrage  has  lately  occur- 
ed,  if  newspapers  'are  to  be  relied  on,  in 
the  seizure  of  a  citizen  of  Ohio,  without  even 
the  forms  of  law,  and  who  was  carried  into  Virgi- 
nia and  shamefully  punished  by  tar  and  feathen?, 
snd  other  disgraceful  means,  and  rode  upon  a  rail, 
according  to  the  order  of  Judge  Lynch,  and  this, 
only  because  in  Ohio  he  was  an  Abolitionin. 
Would  I  could  stop  here — ^buC  I  cannot.  This  slave 
interest  or  power  seizes  upon  persons  of  c#lor  in 
our  State,  carries  them  into  States  where  men  are 
property,  and  makes  merchandise  of  them,  some- 
times under  sanction  of  law,  but  more  properly  by 
its  abuse,  and  sometimes  by  mere  pezaonal  forc^  ' 
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thus  distarbiog  our  quiet  and  harasung  our  eitl- 
zsts.  A  case  of  this  kind  has  lately  occurred, 
where  a  colored  bov  was  seduced  from  Ohio  into 
Indiana,  taken  from  thence  into  Alabama  and  sold 
as  a  slave;  and  to  the  honor  of  the  slave  States, 
and  gentlemen  who  administer  the  laws  there,  be  it 
said,  that  many  who  have  thus  been  taken  and 
sold  by  the  connivance,  if  not  downright  corrup- 
tion, of  citizens  in  the  free  States,  have  been  libe- 
rated and  kdjudgel  free  in  the  States  where  tbey 
have  been  sold,  as  was  the  case  of  the  boy  men- 
tioned, who  was  sold  in  Alabama.  Slave  power 
is  seeking  to  establish  itself  in  every  State,  in  defi- 
ance of  the  constitution  and  laws  of  the  States 
within  which  it  is  prohibited.  In  order  to  secure  its 
power  beyond  the  reach  of  the  Slates,  it  claims  its 
parentage  from  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States.  It  demands  of  us  total  silence  as  to  Its  pro- 
ceedings, denies  to  our  citizens  the  liberty  of  speech 
and  the  press,  and  punishes  them  by  mobs  and  vio- 
lence for  the  exercise  of  these  rights.  It  has  sent 
its  agents  into  free  States  for  the  purpose  of  influ- 
encing their  Legislatures  to  pass  laws  for  the  secu- 
nty  of  its  power  within  such  State,  and  for  the  en- 
acting new  offences  an^  new  punishments  for  their 
own  citizens,  so  Its  to  give  additional  security  to  its 
interest.  It  demknds  to  be  heard  in  its  own 
person  in  the  hall  of  our  Legislature,  and 
mingle  in  debate  there.  Sir,  in  every  stage 
of  these  oppressions  and  abuses,  permit  me  to  say, 
in  the  language  of  the  Declaration  of  Independ- 
ence—and no  language  could  be  more  appropriate 
— we  have  petitioned  for  redress  in  the  most  hum- 
ble terms,  and  our  repeated  petitions  have  been 
answered  by  repeated  injury.  A  power,  whose 
character  is  marked  by  every. act  which  may  de- 
fine a  tyrant,  is  unfit  to  rule  over  a  free  people. 
In  our  sufferings  and  our  wrongs  we  have  besought 
our  fellow-citizens  to  aid  us  in  the  preservation  of 
of  our  constitutional  rights,  but,  influenced  by  the 
love  of  gain  or  arbitrary  power,  they  have  some- 
times disregarded  all  the  sacred  rights  of  man, 
and  answered  in  violence,  bumingK,  and  murder. 
Ailer  all  these  transactions,  which  are  now  of  public 
notoriety  and  matter  of  record,  shall  we  of  the 
free  States  tauntingly  be  asked  what  we  have  to  do 
with  slavery?  We  should  rejoice,  indeed,  if  the 
evils  of  slavery  were  removed  lar  from  us,  that  it 
could  be  said  with  iru  h,  that  we  have  nothing  to 
do  wiih  slavery.  Our  citizens  have  not  entered  its 
territories  for  the  purpose  of  obstructing  its  laws, 
nor  do  we  wish  to  do  se,  nor  would  we  justify  any 
individual  in  such  act;  yet  we  have  been  branded  and 
stigmatized  by  its  friends  and  advocates,  both  in  the 
free  and  slave  States,  as  incendiaries,  fanatics,  dis- 
organizeis,  enemies  to  our  country,  and  as  wishing  to 
dissolve  the  Union.  We  have  borne  all  this  with- 
out complaint  or  resistance,  and  only  ask  to  be  se- 
cure in  our  persons,  by  ouc  own  firesides,  and  in 
the  free  exercise  of  our  thoughts  and  opinions  in 
speaking,  writing,  printing,  and  (yiblishing  on  the 
subject  of  slavery,  that  which  appears  to  us  to*  be 
just  and  right;  because  we  all  know  the  power  of 
truth,  and  that  it  will  ultimately  prevail,  in  de- 
spite of  all  opposition.  But  in  the  exercise  of  all 
tiese  rights,  we  acknowledge  subjection  to  the  laws 
of  the  State  in  which  we  are,  and  our  liability  for 
their  abuse.  We  wish  peace  with  all  men;  and 
that  the  most  amicable  relations  and  free  iniei- 
course  may  exist  be.tween  the  citizens  of  our  State 
and  our  neighboriikg  slaveholding  States;  we  will 
not  enter  their  States,  either  in  our  proper  persons, 
or  by  commissioners,  legislative  resolutions,  or 
otherwise,  to  interfere  with  their  slave  policy  or 
slave  laws,  and  we  shall  expect  from  them  and 
their  citizens  a  like  return,  that  they  do  not  enter 
our  territories  for  the  purpose  of  violating  our  laws 
in  tlie  punishment  of  our  people  for  the  exercise  of 
their  undoubted  rights — the  liberty  of  speech 
and  of  the  press  on  the  subject  of  slavery.  We 
ask  that  no  man  shall  be  seized  and  transported 
beyond  our  State  in  violation  of  our  own  laws, 'and 
that  we  shall  not  be  carried  Into  and  imprisoned  in 
another  State  for  acts  done  in  our  own.  We  con- 
tend that  the  riaveholding  power  is  properly  charge- 
able, with  all  the  riots  and  disorders  which  take 
place  on  account  of  slavery.  We  can  live  in 
peace  with  all  our  sister  States;  if  that  poVer  will 
be  controlled  by  law,  each  can  eiercise  and  enjoy 


the  full  benefits  secured  by  their  own  laws;  and  this 
is  all  we  ask.  If  we  hold  up  slavery  to  the  view  of 
an  impartial  public  as  it  is,  and  if  such  view  cre- 
ates astonishment  and  indignation,  surely  we  are 
.  arc  not  to  be  charged  as  libellers.  A  State  institu- 
tion ought  to  be  considered  the  pride,  not  the  shame, 
of  the  State;  and,  if  we  falsify  such  institutions,  the 
disgrace  is  ours,  not  theirs.  If  slavery,  however, 
is  a  blemish,  a  blot,  an  eating  cancer  in  the  body 
politic,  it  is  not  our  fault  if,  by  holding  it  up,  others 
should  see  in  the  mirror  of  truth  its  deformity,  apd 
shrink  back  from  the  view.  We  have  not,  and 
we  intend  not,  to  use  any  weapons  against  slavery 
but  the  moral  power  of  truth  and  the  force  of 
public  opinion.  If  we  enter  the  slave  States,  and 
tamper  with  the  slave  contrary  to  law,  punish  us 
we  deserve  it;  and  if  the  slaveholder  is  found  in  a 
free  State,  and  is  guilty  of  a  breach  of  the  law 
there,  he  also  ought  to  be  punished.  These  peti- 
tioners, as  far  as  I  understand  them,  disclaim  all 
right  to  enter  a  slave  State  for  the  purpose  of  inter- 
course with  the  slave.  It  is  the  master  whom  they 
wish  to  address;  and  they  ask  and  ought  to  receive 
protection  from  the  laws,  as  they  are  willing  to  be 
judged  by  the  laws.  We  invite  into  the  arena  of 
public  discussion  in  our  State  the  slaveholder,  we 
are  willing  to  hear  his  reasons  and  facu  in 
favor  of  slavery  or  against  Abolitionists;  we 
do  not  fear  his  errors  while  we  are  our- 
selves free  to  combat  them.  The  angry  feel- 
ings which  in  some  degree  exist  beiween  the  citi- 
zens of  the  free  and  Maveholding  States  on 
account  of  slavery,  are,  in  many  cases,  pro- 
perly chargeable  to  those  who  defend  ^nd  sup- 
port slavery.  Attempts  are  almost  daily  making  to 
force  the  execution  of  slave  laws  in  the  free  States; 
at  least,  their  power  and  prindples;  and  no  term  is 
too  reproachful  to  be  applied  to  those  who  resist 
such  acts,  and  contend  for  the  rights  secured  to  eve- 
ry man  under  their  own  laws.  We  arc  often  re- 
minded that  we  ought  to  take  color  as  evidence  of 
property  in  a  human  being.  We  do  not  believe  in 
such  evidence,  nor  do  we  believe  that  a  man  can 
justly  be  made  property  by  human  laws.  We  ac- 
kaowledge^  however,  that  a  man,  not  a  (Mi^,  may 
be  held  to  service  er  labor  under  the  laws  of  a 
State,  and,  if  he  escape  into  another  State,  he  ought 
to  be  delivered  up  on  claim  of  the  party  to  whom 
such  labor  or  service  may  be  due;  that  this  delivery 
ought  to  be-in  pursuance  of  the  laws  of  the  State 
where  such  person  is  found,  and  not  by  virtue  of 
any  act  of  Congress. 

This  brings  me,  Mr.  President,  to  the  considera- 
tion of  the  petition  presented  by  the  Senator  from 
Kentucky,  and  to  an  examination  of  the  views  he 
has  presented  to  the  Senate  on  this  highly  important 
subject.  Sir,  I  feel,  I  Musibly  feel,  my  inadequacf 
in  entering  into  a  controversy  with  that  old  and 
veteran  Senator;  but  nothing  high  or  low  shall  pre- 
vent mc  from  an  honest  discharge  of  my  duty  here. 
If  imperfectly  done,  it  may  be  ascribed  to  the  want 
of  ability,  not  intention.  If  the  power  of  my  mind, 
and  the  strength  of  my  body,  were  equal  to  the  task, 
I  would  arouse  every  man,  yes,  every  woman  and 
child  in  the  country,  to  the  danger  which  besets 
diem,  if  such  doctrines  and  views  as  are  presented  by 
the  Senator  should  ever  be  earned  into  effect.  His 
denunciations  are  against  Abolitionists,  and  under 
that  term  are  classed  all  those  who  petition  Con- 
gress en  the  subject  of  slavery.  Such  I  understand 
to  be  his  argument,  and  as  such  I  shall  treat  it.  I, 
in  the  first  place,  put  in  a  broad  denial  to  all  his 
general  facts,  charging  this  portion  of  my  fellow- 
citizens  with  improper  motives,  or  dangerous  de- 
signs. That  their  acts  are  lawful,  he  does  not  pre- 
tend to  deny.  I  call  for  proof  to  sustain  his  chaises. 
None  such  has  been  offered,  and  none  such  exists, 
or  can  be  found.  I  repel  them  as  calumnies - 
double-distilled  in  the  slembic  of  slavery.  I  deny 
them,  also,  in  the  particulars  and  inferences;  and 
let  us  see  upon  what  ground  they  rest,  or  by  what 
process  of  reasoning  they  are  sustained. 

The  very  first  view  of  these  petitioners  against 
our  right  of  petition,  strikes  the  mind  that  more  is 
intended  than  at  first  meets  the  eye.  Why  was 
the  Committee  on  the  District  overlooked  in  this 
case,  and  the  Senater  from  Kentucky  made  the  or- 
gan of  communication?  Is  it  understood  that  anti- 
Abolitionism  is  a  passport  to  popular  favor,  and 


that  the  action  of  this  District  shall  present  for  tlut 
favor  to  the  public  a  gentleman  upon  this  hobbvt 
Is  this  petition  presented  as  a  snbject  of  fair  kgii. ' 
lation?    Was  it  solicited  by  members  of  Googtcs, 
from  citizens  here,  for  political  eflfectt  Let  tbe 
country  judge.    The  petitioners  state  (hat  no  pqu 
sons  but  themselves  are  authorized  toiaterferevitb 
slavery  in  the  District;  that  Congress  are  ibeir  own 
Legislature;  and  the  question  of  slavery  ia  the  Dift. 
trict  is  only  between  them  and  their  constitoted  le- 
gislators; and  they  protest  against  all  interfereoce 
of  others.   .But,  sir,  as  if  ashamed  of  this  opea  po- 
sition in  favor  of  slavery,  they  in  a  very  coy  nua. 
ner  say  that  some  of  them  are  not  slaveholders,  tad 
might  te  forbidden  by  conscience  to  hold  slavo. 
There  is  more  dictation,  more  political  heroy, 
more  dangerous  doctrine  contained  in  this  petition, 
than  I  have  ever  before  seen  couched  together  la 
so  many  words.    We !  Congress  their  own  legisla* 
tor  in  all  that  concerns  this  District!    Let  those  who 
may  put  on  the  city  livery,  and  legislate  for  tbem 
and  not  for  his  constituents,  do  so;  for  myself,  I 
came  here  with  a  different  view,  and  for  difereat 
purposes.  I  came  a  free  man,  to  represent  the  people 
of  Ohio;  and  I  intend  to  leave  this  as  such  repR- 
sentative  without  wearing  any  other  livery.   Wlj 
talk   about  Executive   usurpation  and  uflaeaoe 
over  tht  members  of  Congress?    I  have  alwan 
viewed  this  District  influence  as  far  more  danger- 
ous than  that  of  any  other  power.    It  has  been  aMi 
to  extort,  yes,  extort  trom  Congress  millions  to  m 
District  debts,  make  District  improvements,  and  ia 
support  of  the  civil  and  criminal  jurispnidettoeof 
the  District.    Pray,  sir,  what  right  has  CoDgTasto 
pay  the  corporate  debts  of  the  cities  in  the  Distriet 
more  than  the  debts  of  the  corporate  cities  in  yov 
State  and  mine?    None,  sir.  .Yet  this  has  beal 
done  to  a  vast  amount,  and  the  next  step  is,  till 
wc,  who  pay  all  this,  shall  not  be  permitted  tope^ 
tition  Congress  on  the  snbject  of  their  inslitaiioBi, 
for,  if  we  can  be  prevented  in  one  case,  we  eu la 
an  possible  cases.    Mark,  sir,  how  plaia  a  tik 
will  silence  these  petitioners.    If  slavery  in  die 
District  concerns   only  the  inhabitants  and  Got- 
gress,  so  does  all  municipal  regulations.   SMd 
they  extend   to  granting  lottery,  gaming-hooss, 
tippling-houscs,  and  other  places  calculated  to-pn^ 
mote  and  encourage  vice — ^ould  a  RepreM&ti' 
tivt  in  Congress  be  in.stnicted  by  his  eonstitoeii 
to  use  his  influence,  and  vote  against  borh  cA 
blishments,  and  the  people  of  die  Distriet  should  ii 
struct  him  to  vote  for  them,  which  should  be  obey. 
To  state  the  question  is  to  answer  it;  olberwisetbe 
boasted  right  of  instruction  by  the  coastitaeat  body 
is  "mere  sound,"  signifying  nothing.    Sir,  the  il- 
habitants  of  this  District  are  subject  to  Suiekgir 
lation  and  State  policy;   they  caunot  c-^mplaia  of 
this,  for  their  condition  is  voluntary;  aic^  vl^ 
city  is  the  focus  of  power,  of  influence,  and  cMfr 
dered  also  as  that  of  fashian,  if  not  fpUy,  aad  tf 
the  streams  which  flow  from  here  -irradate  the 
whole  country,  it  is  right,  it  is  proper,  that  itsheald 
be  subject  to  State  policy  and  State  pover.aadMt 
used  as  a  leaven  to  ferment  and  corrupt  thethNB 
body  politic. 

The  honorable  Senator  has  said  tbe^pitWi 
thouj^h  from  a  city,  is  the  fair  expression  of  the  w- 
nion  of  the  DistricU  As  such  I  treated  it,  amjra 
ling  to  acknowledge  the  respecubility  of  <I>^P^ 
tioners  and  their  rights,  and  I  claim  for  the  pei^ 
of  my  own  State  equal  respecubility  and  c^O' 
rights  that  the  people  of  the  District  are  eatitledMK 
any  peculiar  rights  and  advantages  I  cannot  adw> 

I  agree  with  the  Senator  that  the  proceedin^i* 
Aboliiion  petitions,  heretofore,  have  not  been  t» 
most  wise  and  prudent  course.  They  «ig^* 
have  been  referred  and  acted  on.  Such  was  V 
object,  a  day  or  two  since,  when  I  laid  on  y<Mff  jj^ 
ble  a  resolution  40  refer  them  to  a  comniMH  li 
inquiry.  Yon  did  not  suffer  it,  sir,  to  btprijw* 
The  country  and  posterity  will  judge  between"* 
people  whom  I  represent,  and  those  who  <Mg 
to  be  printed  the  petition  from  the  city.  ItogF 
be  po^sible  that  justice  can  have  been  done  ia  Wl 
cases.  The  exclusive  legislation  of  CongrwssjJ 
the  District  is  as. much  the  act  of  the  eoMiii" 
body,  as  the  general  legislation  of  Coagies  W 
the  States,  and  to  the  operation  of  this  aeihwav 
people  within  tte  Distriet  snboiitled'tfettBRNi*  > 
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ca&ooi,  bQvcver,  join  the  Senator  that  the  majorilj, 
JA  refusing  to  receive  and  refer  petitions,  did  not  in- 
tend to  destroy  or  impair -the  right  in  this  particu- 
hfi  They  certainly  have  done  so. 
.  The^nator  adoiits  the  Abolitionists  are  now 
formidable;  (hat  something  mast  be  done  to  pro- 
doce  harmony.  Yes,  sir,  do  jastice,  and  harmony 
will  be  restored.  4ct  impartially,  that  justice  may 
be  done;  hear  peiitions  on  both  sides,  if  they  are 
offered,  and  give  righteous  jadgments,  and  your 
pQople  will  be  satisfied.  Yon  cannot  compromise 
Item  cat  of  their  rights,  nor  lall  them  to  sleep  with 
(ailaeies  in  the  shape  of  reports.  Yoa  cannot  con- 
quer them  by  rebnke,  nor  deceive  them  by  sophis- 
try. Remember  you  cannot  now  tani  public  opi- 
nioa,  nor  can  yoa  overthrow  it.  You  must,  and 
you  will,  abaiKion  the  high  ground  you  have  taken, 
and  receive  petitions.  The  reason  of  the  case,  the 
a^ument,  and  the  judgment  of  the  people,  are  all 
againatyou.  One  in  this  cause  cao  "chase  a  thou- 
sand,'' and  the  voice  of  justice  will  be  heard 
wheBever  you  agitate  the  subject.  In  Indiana,  the 
liglit  of  petition  has  been  most  nobly  advocated  in 
a  protest,  by  a  member,  against  some  puny  resolu- 
tion of  the  Legislature  of  thatSiate  to  whitewash 
da  very.  Permit  me  to  reail  a  paragraph,  worthy 
p(  aa  American  freeman: 

"  But  who  would  have  thought  until  lately,  that  any  would 
hSfe  doubled  the  right  ofpitttioD  in  a  respect  Ail  manner  to 
CmgnKl  Who  would  bare  beliered,  tbaiCoagr«M  had  any 
aoUiority  to  i^Aud  «o  coneidec  the  pelittau  of  tJie  peoplel  f|acb 
ajlep  would  oTerthrow  the  Autocrat  of  Roana,  or  coet  the 
Gtuid  Seignior  of  ConaunUiMipte  his  baad.  Cui  It  be  poariblA 
thcrelorej  wat  it  twa  been  nsarved  for  a  Repoblieaa  GoTem' 
iBeM.ma  land  l>oaaiingof  ita  free  in^itutipaa,  to  eet  the  first 
precedeoi  of  this  kind.  Our  city  councib,  our  courts  of  jus- 
tice, avery  department  of  Goremment,  are  approached  by  petl- 
liott,  however  uaanewarabto,  or  ahaurd,  so  that  its  terms  are 
leopectlul.  None  go  awav  unread,  or  unheard.  The  life  of 
eirery  todindual  is  a  perre<  v  «  eiration  of  the  subject  of  pe- 
cHJoaing.  Petition  is  the  language  of  wutt,  of  pain,  of  sorrow, 
of  man  iaaU  liiasad  vaiisiy  of  woes,  imploring  relief  at  the 
hand  of  some  power  superior  to  himself.  Petitioning  is  ihe 
ibdodation  of  all  OoTemment,  and  of  all  admin :siraiion«  of 
taw.  Yet  It  has  been  reserved  for  our  Congresa,  seconded  iA* 
dinctlj  by  the  vote  of  this  Legislature,  to  qneaiion  this  right, 
baberto  supposed  to  be  so  old,  so  heaven  deeded,  so  undoubted 
that  OQT  fiuhers  did  not  think  it  neceasary  to  place  a  guaranty 
of  it  in  iha  first  draft  of  the  Federal  Constitution.  Yet  th» 
'  aicred  right  hea  been  at  one  blow,  dnven,.destroyed,  and  trodden 
nodar  the  feet  of  slavery.  The  old  bulwarks  of  our  Federal 
and  State  Constitutions  seem  uuerly  to  have  been  forgotten, 
wbioh  declares,  "  that  tbe  fraedem  of  speech  and  the  pfesa 
sliaU  DOC  be  abridged,  nor  the  right  of  the  i>eop]e,  peaceably  to 
aasemble  9Sid petition  for  the  redress  of  their  grievances." 

These,  sir,  are  the  sentiments  which  make  Abo- 
HtioDists  formidable,  and  set  at  naughtsall  your 
eoQocils  for  their  overthrow.  The  honorable  Se- 
nator not  only  admits  that  Abolitionists  are  for- 
midable, but  that  they  consist  of  three  classes.  The 
friends  of  humanity  and  justice,  or  those  actuated 
by  those  principles,  compose  one  class.  These 
Urm  a  very  numerous  class,  and  the  acknowledg- 
ment of  the  Senator  proves  the  immutable  prin- 
ples  upon  which  opposition  to  slavery  rests.  |Men 
are  opposed  to  it  from  principles  of  humanity  and 
justice — ^men  are  Abolitionists,  he  admits,  on  that 
aceodnt.  We  thank  the  Senator  for  teaching  us 
diat  word,  we  intend  to  improve  it.  The  next  class 
of  Abolitionists,  the  Senator  says,  are  so,  apparent- 
ly, for  the  purpose  of  advocating  the  right  of  peti- 
tjon.  What  are  we  to  understand  from  thist  That 
the  rjght  of  petition  needs  advocacy.  Who  has  de- 
filed mis  right,  or  who  has  attempted  to  abridge  it? 
The  slaveholding  power,  that  powei*  which  avoids 
Open  discussion,  and  the  free  exercise  of  opinion; 
U  is  that  power  atone  whioh  renders  (he  advocacy 
of  the  right  of  petition  necessaiy,  having  seized  np^ 
6b  all  the  powers  of  the  Government.  It  is  fast 
mitiog  together  those  opposed  to  its  iron  role,  no 
inatter  to  what  political  party  they  have  heretofore 
belonged;  they  are  united  with  the  first  class,  and  act 
trom,  principles  of  humanity  and  justice;  and  if  the 
mists  and  shades  of  slavery  was  not  the  atmosphere 
in  whiei^  gentlemen  were  enveloped,  they  would 
aee  eonstant  and  increasing  numbers  of  our  most 
worthy  and  intelligent  citizens  attaching  themselves 
to  the  two  classes  mentioned,  and  rallying  under 
■<he  banners  of  Abolitionism.  They  are  compelled 
lo  go  there,  if  the  gentleman  will  have  it  so,  in  or- 
der to  defend  and  perpetuate  the  liberties  of  the 
ocmtitry.  Tbe  hopes  of  the  oppressed  spring  up 
nfresh  from  this  discussion  of  the  gentleman. 

The  third  class  the  Senator  says  are  those  who, 
to  afioomplish  their  endtf,  act  without  regard  to  con- 
uequ/tmaa.  To  them,  all  the  righto  of  property,  of  tbe 


States,  of  the  Uoioa,  the  Senator  says,  are  aoihing. 
He  says  they  aim  at  other  objects  than  those  they 
profess — emancipation  in  the  District  of  Columbia. 
No,  says  the  Senator,  their  object  is  univenal  eman- 
ci/Nrfion,  not  only  in  the  District,  but  in  the  Territo- 
ries and  in  the  States.  Their  object  is  to  set  free 
three  millions  of  negro  slaves.  Who  made  the 
Senator,  in  his  place  here,  the  censor  of  his  fellow- 
citizens?  Who  authorized  him  to  charge  them 
with  other  objects  than  those  they  profess?  How 
long  is  it  since  the  Senator  himself,  on  this  floor, 
denounced  slavery  as  an  evil?  What  other  induce- 
ments or  objects  had  he  then  in  view?  Suppose 
universal  emancipation  to  be  the  object  of  these . 
petitioners;  is  it  not  a  noble  and  praiseworthy  ob- 
ject; worthy  pf  the  Chrisriao,  the  philanthropist, 
the  statesman,  and  the  citizen?  But  the  Senator 
says,  they  (the  petitioners)  aim  lo  excite  one  por- 
tion of  the  country  against  another.  1  deny,  sir, 
this  charge,  and  call  for  the  proof;  it  is  gratuitous, 
uncalled  for,  and  unjust  towards  my  fellow-citi- 
zens. This  is  the  language  of  a  stricken  conscience, 
seekiitg  for  the  palliation  of  its  own  acts  by 
charging  guilt  upon  others.  It  is  the  lan- 
guage of  those  who,  failing  in  argument, 
endeavor  to  cast  suspicion  upon  the  character  oi 
their  opponents,  in  order  to  draw  public  attention 
from  themselves.  It  is  the  language  of  disguise 
and  concealment,  and  not  that  of  fair  and  honora- 
ble investigation,  the  object  of  which  is  truth.  I 
agam  put  in  a  broad  denial  to  this  chai^ge,  that  any 
portion  of  these  petitioners,  whom  I  represent,  seek 
to  excite  one  portion  of  the  country  against  another; 
and  without  proof  I  cannot  admit  that  the  assertion 
of  the  honorable  Senator  establishes  the  fact.  It 
is  but  opinion,  and  naked  assertion  only.  The 
Senator  complains  that  the  means  and  views  of  the 
Abolitionists  are  not  confined  to  securing  the  right 
of  petition  only;  no,  they  resort  to  other  means, 
he  affirms,  to  ihe  BALLOT  BOX;  and  if  that 
fail,  says  the  Senator,  their  next  appeal  will  be  to 
the  bayonet.  Sir,  no  man  who  is  an  American 
iiei  feeling  and  in  heart,  but  ought  to  repel  this 
charge  instantly,  and  without  any  reservation 
whatever,  that  if  they  fail  %t  the  ballot  box 
they  will  res«irt  to  tbe  bayonet  If  such  a  fratra- 
cidal  course  should  ever  be  thought  of  in  our  coun- 
try, it  will  not  be  by  these  who  seek  rcdrefc  of 
wrongs,  by  exercising  the  right  of  petition,  but  by 
those  onlv  who  deny  that  right  to  others,  and  seek 
to  usurp  the  whole  power  of  the  Government.  If 
the  ballot  box  fail  them,  the  bayonet  may  be  their 
resort,  as  mobs  and  violence  now  are.  Docs 
the  Senator  believe  that  any  portion  of  the  honest 
yeomanry  of  the  country  entertain  such  thoughts? 
I  hope  he  doe?  not.  If  thoughts  of  this  kind  exist^ 
they  are  to  be  found  in  the  hearts  of  aspirants  to 
ofilce,  and  their  adherent--,  and  none  others.  Who, 
sir,  is  making  this'qoestion  a  political  affair?  Not 
the  petitioners.  It  was  the  slaveholding  power 
which  first  made  this  move.  I  have  noticed  for 
sometime  past  that  many  of  the  public  prints  in 
this  city,  as  well  as  elsewhere,  have  been  filled 
with' essays  against  Abolitionists  for  exercising  the 
rights  of  freemen. 

Both  political  parties,  however,  have  courted 
them  in  private  and  denounced  them  in  public, 
and  both  have  equally  deceived  them.  And  who 
shall  dare  say  that  an  Abolitionist  has  no  right  to 
carry  his  principles  to  the  ballot  6m:?  Wkc  fears  Ihe 
ballot  box?  The  honest  in  heart,  the  lover  of  our 
country  and  its  institutions?  No,  sir  I  It  is  feared 
by  the  tyrant;  he  who  usurps  power,  and  seizes 
upon  the  libenv  of  others;  he,  for  our,  fears  the 
ballot  box.  Where  is  the  slave  to  party  in  this 
country  who  is  so  lost  to  his  own  dignity,  or  so  cor- 
rupted by  interest  or  ^wer,  that  he  does  not,  or 
will  not,  carry  his  principles  and  his  judgment  into 
the  ballot  box?  Such  an  one  ought  to  have  the 
mark  of  Cain  in  his  forehead,  and  sent  to  labor 
among  the  negro  slaves  of  the  South.  The  honor- 
able Senator  seems  ahxious  lo  take  under  his  care 
the  ballot  box,  as  he  has  the  slave  system  of  the 
country,  and  direct  who  shall  or  who  shall  not  use 
it  for  the  redress  of  what  they  deem  a  political 
grievance.  Suppiose  the  power  of  tbe  Executive 
chair  should  take  under  its  care  the  right  of  voting, 
and  should  proscribe  any  portion  of  our  citizens 
who  diould  carry  with  them  to  the  polls  of  election 


their  own  opinions,  creeds,  and  doctrines.  This 
would  at  once  be  a  deathblow  to  our  liberties,  and 
the  remedy  could  only  be  found  in  revolution. 
There  can  be  no  excuse  or  pretext  for  revolution 
while  the  ballot  box  is  free.  Our  Government  is  not 
one.  of  force,  but  of  principle;  its  foundation  rests 
on  public  opinion,  and  its  hope  is  in  the  morality 
of  the  nation.  The  moral  power  of  that  of 
the  ballot  box  is  sufficient  to  correct  all  abuses. 
Let  ^me,  t^en,  proclaim  here,  from  this  high 
arena,  to  the  citizens  not  only  of  my  own 
State,  but  to  the  country,  to  all  sects  and 
parties  who  are  entitled  to  the  right  of  suffrage. 
To  the  ballot  box!  carry  with  you  honestly  your 
own  sentiments  respectmg  the  welfare  of  your  coun- 
try, and  make  tbfem  operate  as  eflTectoally  as  you 
can,  through  that  medium,  upon  its  policy  and  for 
its  prosperity.  Fear  not  the  frowns  of  power.  It 
trembles  while  it  denounces  you.  The  Senator 
complains  that  the  Abolitionists  have  associated 
with  the  politics  of  the  country.  So  far  as  I  am 
capable  of  judging,  this  charge  is  not  well  founded; 
many  politicians  of  the  country  have  used  Aboli- 
tionists as  stepping  stohes  to  mount  into  power; 
and,  when  there,  have  turned  about  and  traduced 
them.  He  admits  that  political  parties  are  willing 
to  unite  with  them  any  class  of  men,  in  order  to 
carry  their  purposes.  Are  Abolitionists,  then,  to 
blame  if  they  pursue  ths  same  course?  It  seems 
the  Senator  is  willing  that  his  party  should  make 
use  of  even  AboliUonisls;  but  he  is  not  willing  that 
Abolitionists  should  use  the  same  *  party  for  their 
purpose.  This  seems  not  lo  be  in  accordance  with 
that  equality  of  rights  about  which  we  heard  so 
much  at  the  last  session.  Abolitionists  have  nothing 
to  fear.  If  public  opinion  should  be  for  them,  poli- 
ticians will  be  around  and  amongst  them  as  thick 
and  as  noisy  as  the  locusts  of  Egypt.  The  Senator 
seems  to  admit  that,  if  the  Abolitionists  are  joined 
to  either  political  party,  there  is  danger— danger  of 
what?  That  humanity  and  justice  will  prevail? 
that  the  right  of  petition  will  be  secured  to  all, 
xauALLT?  and  that  the  long-lost  and  trodden  Afri- 
can race  will  be  restored  to  their  natural  rights? 
Would  the  Senator  regret  to  see  this  accomplished 
by  argument,  persua&ion,  and  the  force  of  an  en- 
lightened public  opinion?  I  hope  not;  and  these 
petitioners  ask  the  use  of  no  other  weapans  in  this 
warfare. 

These  ultra-Abolitionists,  says  the  Senator,  in- 
voke the  power  of  this  Government  to  their  aid. 
And  pray,  sir,  what  power  should  they  invoke? 
Have  they  not  the  same  right  to  approach  this  Go- 
vernment as  other  men?  Is  the  Senator  or  this  body 
authorized  to  deny  them  any  privileges  secured  to 
other  citiz'^ns?  If  so,  let  him  show  me  the  charter 
of  his  power,  and  I  will  be  silent.  Until  he  can  do 
this,  I  shall  uphold,  justify,  and  sustain  them,  as  I 
do  other  citizens.  The  exercise  of  power  by  Con- 
prei^s  in  behalf  of  the  slaves  within  this  District,  the 
Senator  seems  to  think,  no  one  without  the  District 
has  the  least  claim  to  ask  for.  It  is  because  I  re- 
side without  the  District,  and  am  called  within  it 
by  the  CJonstitution,  that  I  object  to  the  existence  of ' 
slavery  here.  I  deny  the  gentleman'*  position, 
then,  on  this  point.  On  this,  then,  we  are  equai 
The  Senator,  however,  is  at  war  with  himself.  He 
contends  the  object  of  the  cession  by  the  States  of 
Virginia  and  Maryland,  was  to  establish  a  seat  of 
Government  en/y,  and  to  give  to  Congress  whatever 
power  was  necessary  tc  render  4he  District  a  valu- 
able and  comfortable  situation  for  that  purpose, 
and  that  Congress  have  full  power  to  do  whatever 
is  necessary  for  this  District;  and  if  to  aboJfeh 
slavery  be  necessary,  to  attain  the  object.  Congress 
have  power  to  abolish  slavery  in  the  District.  I 
am  sure  I  quote  the  gentleman  substanUally^.  and  I 
thank  him  for  this  preciotis  confession  in  his  argu- 
ment: it  is  what  I  believe,  and  I  know  it  is  all  I 
feel  disposed  to  ask.  If  we  can,  then,  ph)ve  that 
this  District  is  not  as  comfortable  and  convenient  a 
place  for  the  deliberations  of  Congress^  and  Uie 
comfort  of  our  citizens  who  may  visit  it,  while 
slavery  exists  here,  as  it  would  be  without  slavery, 
then  slavery  ought  to  be  abolished;  and  I  trust  wt 
shall  have  the  distinguished  Senator  from  Ken- 
tucky to  aid  us  in  this  great  national  r^ormation. 
I  take  the  Senator  at  his  word.  I  agree  with  him . 
tb&t  this  ought  to  be  such  a  place  as  be  haa  de- 
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scribed;  but  I  deny  that  it  is  so.  Aad  upon  what 
facts  do  I  rest  my  denial?  We  are  a  Christian  na- 
tion, a  moral  and  religious  people.  I  apeak  for  the 
free  JSlatcs,  at  least  for  my  own  Slate;  and  what  a 
conirast  does  the  very  streets  of  yoar  capital  daily 
present  to  the  Christianity  and  morality  of  the  na- 
tion? A  race  of  slaves,  or  at  least  colored  persons, 
of  every  hue,  from  the  jet  black  African,  in  regu- 
lar gradation,  up  to  the  almost  pure  Anglo-Saxon 
color.  During  the  short  time  official  duty  has 
called  me  here,  I  have  seen  the  really  red  haired, 
the  freckled,  and  the  almost  white  negro;  and  I 
have  been  astonished  at  the  numbers  of  the  mixed 
race,  when  compared  with  those  of  fall  color,  and 
I  have  deeply  deplored  this  stain  upon  our  national 
morals;  and  the  words  of  Dr.  Cha|niog  have,  thoa- 
sands  of  times,  been  impressed  on  my  mind,  that 
"a  slave  country  reeks  with  licentiousness."  How 
comes  this  amalgamation  of  the  races?  It  comes 
from  slavery.  It  is  a  disagreeable  annoyance  to 
persons  who  come  from  the  free  States,  especially 
to  their  Christian  and  moral  feelings.  It  is  a  great 
hindrance  to  a  proper  discharge  of  their  duties 
while  here.  Remofe  slavery  from  this  District, 
and  this  evil  will  disappear.  We  argue  this  cir- 
cumstance alone  as  safficient  cause  to  produce  that 
effect.  But  slavery  presents  within  the  District 
other  aQd  still  more  appalling  scenes — scenes  well 
calculated  to  awaken  the  deepest  emotions  of  the  hu- 
man heart.  The  slave  trade  exists  here  in  all  its 
HORRORS,  and  unwhipped  of  all  its  crimes.  In 
view  of  the  very  chair  which  you  now  occupy, 
Mr.  President,  if  the  massy  walls  of  this  building 
did  not  prevent  it,  you  could  see  the  prison,  the 
pen,  the  h — ^1,  where  human  beings,  when  purchased 
for  sale,  are  kept,  until  a  cargo  can  bt  procured 
for  transportation  to  a  Southern  or  foreign  market, 
for  I  have  little  doubt  slaves  are  carried  to  Texas 
for  sale,  though  I  do  not  know  the  fact. 

Sir,  since  Congress  have  bien  in  session,  a 
mournful  group  of  these  unhappy  beings,  some 
thirty  or  forty,  were  marched  as  if  in  derision  of 
members  of  Congress,  in  view  of  your  Capitol, 
chained  and  manacled  together,  in  open  daylight, 
yes,  in  the  very  face  of  heaven  itself,  to  be  shipped 
at  Baltimore  for  a  foreign  market.  I  did  not  wit- 
ness this  cruel  transaction,  but  speak  from  what  I 
have  heard  and  believe.  Is  this  District,  then,  a  fit 
place  for  our  deUberations,*whose  feelings  are  out^ 
raged  with  impunity  with  transactions  like  this? 
Suppose,  sir,  that  mournful  and  degrading  specta- 
cle was  at  this  moment  exhibited  under  the  win- 
dows of  our  chamber,  do  you  think  the  Senate 
could  deliberate,  could  continue  with  that  compo- 
sure and  attention  which  I  see  around  me?  No, 
sir;  all  your  powers  could  not  preserve  order  for  a 
moment.  The  feelings  of  humanity  would  over- 
come those  of  regard  for  the  peculiar  institutions  of 
the  States;  and  though  we  would  be  politically  and 
legally  bound  not  to  interfere,  we  are  not  morally 
bound  to  withhold  our  sympathy,  aad  our  execra- 
tion in  witnessing  such  inhuman  traffic.  This  traf- 
fic alone,  in  this  J^istrict,  renders  it  an  uncomforta- 
ble and  unfit  place  for  your  seat  of  Qovemment. 
Sir,  it  is  but  one  or  two  years  since  I  siw  standing 
at  the  railroad  depot,  as  I  passed  from  my  board- 
ing house  to  this  chamber,  some  large  wagons  and 
teams,  as  if  waiting  for  freight;  the  cars  had  not 
then  arrived.  I  was  inquired  of,  when  I  returned 
to  my  lodgings,  by  my  landlady,  if  I  knew  the  ob- 
ject of  those  wagons  which  I  saw  in  the  morning.  I 
replied,  I  did  not;  I  suppose  they  came  and  were 
waiting  for  loading.  "Yes,  for  slaves,"  said  she; 
"and  one  of  those  wagons  was  filled  with  little 
boys  and  little  girls,  who  had  been  bought  up 
through  the  country,  and  were  to  be  taken  to  a 
Southern  market.  Ah,  sir,'V  continued  she,  "it 
made  my  very  heart  ache  to  sec  them."  The 
very  recital,,  unnerved  and  unfitted  me  for  thought 
or  reflection  on  any  other  subject  for  some  time. 
It  is  scenes  like  this,  of  which  ladies  of  my  coun- 
try and  my  State  complained  in  their  petitions,  some 
time  since,  as  rendering  this  District  unpleasant, 
should  they  wish  to  visit  the  capital  of  the  nation 
as  wives,  sisters,  daughters,  or  friends  of  membeis 
of  Congress.  Yet,  sir,  these  respectable  females 
were  treated  here  with  contemptuous  sneers;  they 
were  compared  on  this  floor  to  the  fish  women  of 
FuxiSf  who  dipped  (heir  fijigers  in  the  blood  of  re- 


volutionary France.  Sir,  if  the  transaction  in  slaves 
h^re,  which  I  have  mentioned,  could  make  such  an 
impression  on  the  heart  of  a  lady,  a  resident  of  the 
District,  one  who  had  been  used  to  slaves,  and  was 
probably  an  owner,  what  would  be  the  feelings 
of  ladies  from  free  States  on  beholding  a  like 
transaction?  I  will  leave  every  gentleman  and 
every  lady  to  answer  for  themselves.  I  am  unable 
to  describe  it.  Shall  the  capital  of  your  country 
longer  exhibit  scenes  so  revolting  to  humanity, 
that  the  ladies  of  your  country  cannot  visit  it 
without  disgust?  No;  wipe  off  the  foul  stain,  and 
let  it  become  a  suitable  and  comfortable  place  for 
the  .seat  of  Crovemment.  The  Senator,  as  if  con- 
scious that  his  ai^ument  on  this  point  had  proved 
too  much,  and  of  course  had  proven  the  converse 
of  what  he  wished  to  establish,  concluded  this 
part,  by  saying,  that  if  slavery  is  abolished,  the 
act  ought  to  be  confined  to  the  city  alone..  We 
thank  him  for  this  small  sprinkling  of  correct  opi- 
nion upon  this  arid  wase  of  public  feeling.  Liber- 
ty may  yet  vegetate  and  grow  even  here. 

The  Senator  insists  that  the  States  of  Virginia 
ftdd  Maryland  would  never  have  ceded  this  District 
if  they  had  have  thought  slavery  would  ever  have 
been  abolished  in  it.  This  is  an  old  story  twice 
lold.  It  was  never,  however,  thought  of  until  the 
slave  power  imagined  it,  for  its  own  security.  Let 
the  States  ask  a  retrocession  o(  the  District,  and  I 
am  sure  the  fne  Stales  will  rejoice  to  make  the 
grant. 

The  Senator  condemns  the  Abolitionists  for  de- 
siring that  slavery  should  not  exist  in  the  Territo- 
ries, even  in  Florida.  He  msists  that,  by  the  treaty, 
the  inhabitants  of  that  country  have  the  right  to 
remove  their  effects  when  they  please,  and  that, 
by  this  condition,  they  have  the  right  to  retain  their 
slaves  as  effects,  independently  of  the  power  of 
Congress.  I  am  no  diplomatist,  sir,  but  I  venture 
to  deny  the  conclusion  of  the  Senator's  argument. 
In  all  our  intercourse  with  foreign  nations,  in  all 
our  treaties  in  which  the  words  "goods,  effects," 
dbc.  are  used,  slaves  have  never  been  considered  as 
included.  In  all  cases  in  which  slaves  are  the  sub- 
ject matter  of  controversy,  they  are  specially  named 
by  the  word  ''slaves;"  and,  if  I  remember  rightly,  it 
has  been  decided  in  Congress  that  slaves  are  not 
property  for  which  a  compensation  shall  be  made 
when  taken  for  public  use,  (or  rather  slaves  cannot 
be  considered  as  taken  for  public  use,)  or  as  pro- 
perty by  the  enemy,  when  they  are  in  the  service 
of  the  United  States.  If  I  am  correct,  as  I  believe 
I  am,  in  the  positions  I  have  assumed,  the  gentle- 
man can  say  nothing,  by  this  part  of  his  argu- 
ment, against  Abolitionists,  for  asking  that  slavery 
shall  not  exist  in  Florida. 

The  gentlemen  contends  that  the  power  tore- 
move  slaves  from  one  State  to  another,  for  sale,  is 
found  in  that  part  of  the  Constitution  which  gives 
Congress  the  power  to  regulate  commerce  within 
the  States,  dec.  This  argument  is  non  sequUer,  un- 
less the  honorable  Senator  can  first  prove  that 
slaves  are  proper  articles  for  commerce.  We  say 
that  Congress  have  power  over  slaves  only  as  per- 
sons. The  United  States  can  protect  persons,  hut 
eofinol  make  ikon  property ,  and  they  have  full 
power  in  regulating  commerce,  and  can,  in  such 
regulations,  prohibit  from  its  operations  every  thing 
but  property;  property  made  so  by  the  laws  of  na- 
ture, and  not  by  any  municipal  regulations.  The 
dominion  of  man  over  things,  as  property,  was 
settled  by  his  Creator  when  man  was  first  placed 
upon  the  earth.  He  was  to  subdue  the  earth,  and 
have  dominion  over  the  fish  of  the  sea,  the  fowls  of 
the  air,  and  over  every  living  thing  that  moveth 
upon  the  earth;  every  herb  bearing  seed,  and  the 
fruit  of  a  tree  yielding  seed,  was  given  for  his  use. 
This  is  the  foundation  of  all  right  in  property  of 
every  description.  It  is  for  Uie  use  of  man  the 
grant  is  made,  and  of  course  man  cannot  be  inclu- 
ded, in  the  grant.  Bvery  municipal  regulation 
then,  of  any  State,  or  any  of  its  peculiar  institu- 
tions, which  makes  man  property,  is  a  violation  of 
this  great  law  of  nature,  and  is  founded  in  usurpa- 
tion and  tyranny,  and  is  accomplished  by  force, 
fraud,. or  an  abu»e  of  power.  It  is  a  violation  of 
the  principles  of  truth  and  justice,  in  subjecting  the 
weaker  to  the  stronger  man.  In.a  Christian  nation 
SQch  property  can  form  no  just  ground  for  com- 


mercial regulations,  but  ought  to  be  strictly  probtbU 
ted.  I  therefore  believe  it  is  the  duty  of  CongniL 
by  -virtue  of  this  power  to  regalate  commerce,  to 
prohibit,  at  once,  slaves  being  used  as  aniclei  of 
trade. 

The  gentleman  says,  the  Constitution  left  the  sob. 
jecl  of  slavery  entirely  to  the  States.  To  tbis  pe^. 
tion  I  assent;  and,  as  the  Slates  cannot  regnlate  their 
own  comn^rce,  but  the  same  being  the  right  of 
Congress,  that  body  cannot  make  slaves  an  anide 
of  commerce,  because  slavery  is  left  entirely  to  the 
States  in  which  it  exists,  and  slaves  withia  thoie 
States,  according  to  the  gentleman,  are  excladei 
from  the  power  of  Congress.  Can  CoBgresB,  it 
regulating  commerce  among  the  several  States,  ai* 
thorize  the  transportation  of  articles  from  one  State 
and  their  sale  in  another,  which  they  have  not  pov* 
er  so  to  authorize  in  any  State?  I  cannot  belien 
in  such,  doctrine;  and  I  now  solemnly  proteit 
against  the  power  of  Congress  to  aoiboiize  the 
transportation  to,  and  the  sale  in,  Ohio,  of  any  ne- 
gro slave  whatever,  or  for  any  possible  purpose  aa- 
der  the  sun.  Who  is  there  in  Ohio,  or  elsewhere, 
that  will  dare  deny  this  position?  If  Ohio  ooataiK 
such  a  recreant  to  her  constirudon  and  policy,  I 
hope  he  may  have  the  boldness  to  stand  forth  aad 
avow  kt  If  the  States  in  which  slavery  uau 
love  it  as  a  household  god,  let  them  keep  it  there, 
and  not  call  upon  us  in  the  free  States  to  offer  ia* 
cense  to  their  idol.  We  do  not  seek  to  toach  it 
with  unhallowed  hands,  bat  with  pure  hands,  vj^ 
raised  in  the  cause  of  truth  and  suffering  homaaity. 

The  gentleman  admits  that,  at  the  formalioaoC 
our  GK)vernment,  it  was.  feared  Ihat  slavery  mjght 
eventually  divide  or  distract  our  country;  and,  as* 
the  BILLOT  BOX  seems  continually  to  haunt  hii 
imagination,  he  says  there  is  real  danger  of  dii- 
soluiion  of  the  Union  if  Abolitionists,  as  is  erideit 
they  do,  will  carry  their  principles  into  the  baujot 
BOX.  If  not  disunion  in  fact,  at  least  in  feeliag^ 
in  the  country,  which  is  always  die  precniaor  to 
the  dash  of  arms.  And  the  gentleman  ;fQithet 
says  we  are  taught  by  holy  writ,  "that  the  race  ii 
not  to  the  swiA,  nor  the  battle  to  the  strong."  Tlie 
moral  of  the  gentleman^  argnment  is,  that  trath 
and  righteousness  will  prevail,  though  opposed  by 
power  and  influence;  that  Abolitionists,  thoagh 
few  in  number,  are  greatly  to  be  feared;  one,isI 
have  said,  may  chase  a  thousand,  and  two  pat 
ten  thousand  to  flight;  and,  as  their  weapoas  of 
warfare  are  not  '^carnal,  but  mighty  to  the  palliai 
down  of  strongholds,"  even  slavery  itself;  and  is 
the  ballot-box  is  the  great  moral  lever  in  pohtietl 
action,  the  gentleman  would  exclude  Abolitioaisii 
entirely  from  its  use,  and,  for  opinion's  sake,  dny 
them  this  high  privilege  of  every  American  citi- 
zen. Permit  me,  sir,  to  remind  the  gentlemaa  of 
another  text  of  holy  writ.  "The  wicked  flee  when 
no  man  pursuelh,  but  the  righteous  are  bold  as  a 
lion."  The  Senator  says  that  those  who  hare 
slaves,  are  sometimes  supposed  to  be  under  too 
much  alarm.  Does  this  prove  the  application  of 
the  text  I  have  just  quoted?  "Constience  some- 
times makes  cowards  of  us  all."  The  Senator  ap- 
peals to  Abolitionists,  and  beseeches  them  to  eefl^ 
their  efforts  on  the  subject  of  slavery,  If  they  wjs^ 
says  he,  "to  exercise  their  benevolence"  "Whrf 
Abolitionists  benevolent!  He  hopes  they  will  8^ 
lect  some  object  not  so  terrible.  Oh,  sir,  bels  vjl- 
ling  they  should  pay  tithes  of  "mint  and  ntef^W 
the  weightier  piatters  of  the  law,  judgmeat  aad 
mercy,  he  would  have  them  entirely  overlook.  I 
ought  to  thank  the  Senator  for  introducing  holy 
writ  into  this  debate,  and  iaforoi  him  his  aigi- 
ment;s  are  not  the  sentiments  of  Him,  who,  vka 
on  earth,  went  about  doing  good. 

The  Senator  further  enlteaia  the  clergy  to  dfsi* 
from  their  efforts  in  behalf  of  Abolitiocism.  Who 
authorized  the  Senator,  as  a  politician,  to  utehii 
influence  to  point  out  to  the  clergy  upon  what  (hey 
should  preach,  or  for  what  they  ^onld  pnf? 
Would  the  Senator  dare  exert  his  power  htae  to 
bind  the  consciences  of  men?  I  think  not  1^ 
what  rule  of  ethics,  then,  does  he  undertake  to  MS 
his  influence,  from  this  high  place  of  power,  IB  41^ 
der  to  gain  the  same  object,  1  am  at  a  losslodcitf* 
mine?  Sir,  this  movement  of  the  Senator  ^  Ar 
more  censurable  and  dangerona,  as  an  aUeaiAto 
unite  Church  and  State,  than  were  the  peUitfH 
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tgaiast  Sunday  maib:,  the  report  in  opposition  to 
which  gained  lor  you,  Mr.  President,  so  much  ap- 
plause ia  the  countrf .  I,  sir,  also  appeal  to  the 
el«rgy  to  maintain  their  rights  of  conscience;  and  if 
they  believe  slavery  to  be  a  sin,  we  ought  to  honor 
and  respeet  them  for  their  open  denunciation  of  it, 
imiber  than  call  on  them  to  desist,  for,  between  their 
conscience  and  their  Qod,  we  hieive  no  power  to 
interfere;  we  do  not  wii-h  to  make  them  political 
agents  for  any  purpose. 

Bill  the  Senator  is  not  content  to  entreat  the  cler- 
ff  alone  to  desist;  he  calls  on  his  countrywomen 
to  warn  them,  also,  to  cease  their  efforts,  and  re- 
minds them  that  the  ink  shed  from  the  pen  held  in 
their  fair  fingers  when  writing  their  names  to  Aboli- 
tion petitions,  may  be  the  cause  of  shedding  much 
human  blood !  Sir,  the  language  towards  this  class 
of  petitioners  ia  very  much  changtd  of  late;  they 
formerly  were  prononoced  idlers,  fanatics,  old  wo- 
men, and  schoolmisses,  unworthy  of  respect^  from 
intelligent  and  respectable  men.  I  warned  gentle- 
men then  that  they  would  change  their  language; 
the  blows  they  aimed  fell  harmless  at  the  feet  of 
those  against  whom  they  were  intended  to  injure. 
In  this  movement  of  my  countrywomen  I  thou&:ht 
was  plainly  to  be  discovered  the  operations  of  Pro- 
vidence, and  a  snre  sign  of  the  final  triumph  of 
imtMraal  emaneipaUon!  All  history,  both  sacred 
and  profane,  both  ancient  and  modern,  bears  testi- 
mony to  the  efficacy  of  female  influence  and  power 
in  the  cause  of  hnman  liberty.  From  the  time  of 
the  preservation,  by  the  bands  of  woman,  of  the 
greajt  Jewish  lawgiver,  in  hi^i  infantile  hours,  and 
who  was  preserved  for  the  purpose  of  freeing  his 
eoontrymen  from  Egyptian  bondage,  has  woman 
been  made  a  powerful  agent  in  breaking  to  pieces 
the  rod  of  the  oppressor.  With  a  pure  and  uncon- 
taminated  mind,  her  actions  spring  from  the  deep- 
est recesses  of  the  human  heart.  Denounce  her  as 
iron  willy  yon'cannot  deter  her  from  duty.  Pain, 
sickoess,  want,  poverty,  and  even  death  itself  form 
no  obstacles  in  her  onward  march.  £ven  the  ten- 
der virgin  would  dress,  as  a  martyr  for  the  stake,  as 
for  her  bridal  hour,  rather  than  make  sacrifice  of 
her  purity  and  duty.  The  eloquence  of  the  Senate, 
and  dash  of  arms,  are  alike  powerless  when 
brought  in  opposition  to  the  influence  of  pure  jand 
Tirtnoas  woman.  The  liberty  of  the  slave  seems 
now  to  be  committed  to  her  charge,  and  who  can 
doubt  ber  final  triumphi  I  do  not.  You  cannot 
fight  against  her  and  hope  for  success  and  well 
does  the  Senator  know  this;  hence  this  appeal  to 
ber  feelings  to  terrify  her  from  that  which  she  be- 
jieves  to  be  her  duty.    It  is  a  vain  attempt. 

The  Senator  says  that  it  was  the  principles  of  the 
Constitation  which  carried  us  through  the  Revolu- 
tion. Snrely  it  was;  and  to  use  the  language  of 
another  Senator  from  a  slave  State,  on  a  former 
iCcaaioD,  these  are  the  very  principles  on  which 
the  Abolitionists  plant  themselves.  It  was  the 
prineiple  that  all  men  are  bom  frkb  and  bq.i7al, 
that  nerved  the  arm  of  our  fathers  in  their  contest 
for  independence.  It  was  for  the  natural  and  in- 
berent  rights  of  num  they  contended.  It  is  a  libel 
npon  the  Constitution  to  say  that  its  object  was  not 
liberty,  but  slavery  for  millions  of  the  hnman  race. 

Tlie  Senator,  well  fearing  that  all  his  eloquence 
nnd  his  argnuients  thus  far  are  but  as  chaff,  when 
weighed  In  the  balance  against  truth  and  justice, 
seems  to  find  consolation  in  the  idea,  and  says  that 
which  opposes  the  ulterior  object  of  Abolitionists, 
is  tbat  the  General  Government  has  no  power  to 
act  on  the  subject  of  slavery,  and  that  the  Constitu- 
tion or  Union  would  not  last  an  hour  if  the  power 
claimed  was  exercised  by  Congress.  It  is  slavery 
then,  not  liberty,  that  makes  us  one  people.  To 
dissolve  slavery,  is  to  dissolve  the  Union.  Why 
i«qiiire  of  U5  to  support  the  Constitution  by  oath, 
if  the  Constitution  itself  is  subject  to  the  power  of 
slavery,  and  not  the  moral  power  of  the  country? 
Change  the  form  of  the  oath  which  you  administer 
to  Senators  on  taking  seats, here,  swear  them  to 
support  slavery,  and,  according  to  the  logic  of  the 
{gentleman,  the  Constitution  and  the  Union  will 
both  bt  Me.  We  hear  almost  daily  threats  of 
dissolving  the  Union,  and  from  whence  do  th'y 
come?  from  citizens  of  the  free  States?  No!  From 
the  slave  States  only.  Why  wish  to.dissolve  it?  The 
is  plain  ^j4bat  a  new  Gk>v«mment  may  be  I 


formed,  by  which  we,  as  a  nation,  may  be  made  a 
slavehoiding  people.  No  impartial  observer  of 
passing  events,  can,  in  my  humble  judgment, 
doubt  the  truth  of  this.  The  Senator  thinks  the 
Abolitionists  in  error,  if  they  wish  the  slaveholder 
to  flree  his  slave.  He  asks,  why  denounce  him?  .  I 
cannot  admit  the  truth  of  the  quebtion;  but  I  might 
well  ask  the  gentleman,  and  the  ^aveholders  gene- 
rally, *'why  are  you  angry  at  me,  because  I  tell  you 
the  truth?"  It  is  the  light  of  truth  which  rh«  slave- 
holder cannot  endure;  a  plain  unvarnished  tale  of 
what  slavery  is,  he  considers  a  libel  upon  himself. 
The  fact  is,  the  slaveholder  feels  the  leprosy  of  sla- 
very upon  him.  He  is  anxious  to  hide  the  odious 
di<:ease/rom  the  public  eye,  and  the  ballot  box  and 
the  right  of  petition,  when  used  against  him,  he 
feels  as  sharp  reproof;  and  being  unwilling  to 
renounce  his  errors,  he  tries  ts  escape  from 
their  consequences,  by  making  the  world  believe 
that  HR  is  the  persecuted,  and  not  the  per- 
secutor. Slaveholders  have  said  here,  during  this 
very  session,  "the  fact  is,  slavery  will  not  bear  ex- 
amination.** It  is  the  Senator  who  denounces 
Abolitionists  for  the  exercise  oftheir  most  unques- 
tionable rights,  while  AbolitidBists  condemn  that 
only  which  the  Senator  himSe!f  will  acknowledge 
to  be  wrong  at  all  times  and  under  all  circumstan- 
ces. Because  he  admits  that  if  it  was  an  original 
question  whether  slaves  should  be  introduced 
among  us,  but  few  citizens  would  be  found  to 
agree  to  it,  and  none  more  opposed  to  it  than  him- 
self. The  argument  is,  ihat  the  evil  of  slavery  is 
incurable;  that  the  attempt  to  eradicate  it  would 
commence  a  struggle  which  would  exterminate  one 
race  or  the  other.  What  a  lamentable  picture  of 
our  Government,  so  oAen  pronounced  the  best  npon 
earth!  The  seeds  of  disease,  which  were  inter- 
woven in*o  its  first  existence,  have  now  become  so 
incorporated  into  its  frame,  ihat  they  cannot  be  ex- 
tracted without  dissolving  the  whole  fabric;  tbat 
we  mast  endure  the  evil  without  hope  and  without 
complaint.  Our  very  natures  must  be  changed  be- 
fore we  can  be  brought  tamely  to  submit  to  this, 
doctrine.  The  evil  will  be  remedied;  and,  to  nse 
the  language  of  Jefferson  again,  **  this  people  will 
yet  be  free."  The  Senator  finds  consolation,  how- 
ever, in  the  midst  of  this  existing  evil,  in  color  and 
caste.  The  black  race  (says  he)  is  the  strong 
ground  of  slavery  in  our  cot^ntry.  Yes,  it  is  colore 
not  right  and  jostk^,  that  is  to  continue  forever 
slavery  in  our  country.  It  is  prejuMica  against 
color,  which  is  the  strong  ground  of  the  slave- 
holder's hope.  Is  that  prejudice  founded  in  na- 
ture, or  is  it  the  effect  of  base  and  sordid  interest? 
Let  the  mixed  race  which  we  see  here,  from  black 
to  almost  perfect  white,  springing  from  white 
fathers,  answer  this  question.  Slavery  has  no  just 
foundation  in  color:  it  rests  exclnsively  upon  usur- 
pation, tyranny,  oppressive  fraud,  and  force.  These 
were  its  parents  in  every  age  and  country  of  the 
world: 

The  Senator  says,  the  next  or  greatest  difficulty 
to  emancipation,  is  the  amount  of  property  it  would 
take  from  the  owners.  All  ideas  of  right  and  wrong 
are  confounded  in  these  words:  emancipate  proper- 
ty, emancipate  a  horse,  or  an  ox,  would  not  only 
be  ai\  unmeaning,  but  a  ludicrous  expression.  To 
emancipate,  is  to  set  free  from  slavery.  To  eman- 
cipate, is  to  set  free  a  man,  not  properly.  The  Se- 
nator estimates  the  number  of  slaves— men  now 
held  in  bondage — at  three  millions  in  the  United 
Statrs.  Is  this  statement  made  here  by  the  same 
voice  which  wa.s  heard  in  ibis  Capitol  in  favor  of 
the  liberties  of  Greece,  and  for  the  emancipation 
of  our  South  American  brethren  from  political 
thraldom?  It  is;  and  has  all  its  fervor  in  favor  of 
liberty  been  exhausted  upon  foreign  countries,  so 
as  not  to  leave  a  single  whisper  in  favor  of  three 
millions  of  men  jn  our  own  country,  now  groaning 
•nnder  the  mo9l  galling  oppression  the  worl  I  ever 
saw?  No,  sir.  Sordid  interest  rules  the  hour. 
Men  are  made  property,  and  paper  is  made  money, 
and  the  Senator,  no  doubt,  sees  in  these  two  pecu* 
liar  institutions  a  power  which,  if  united,  will  be' 
able  to  accomplish  all  his  wishes.  He  informs  us 
that  some  have  compated  the  slaves  to  be  worth  the 
average  amount  of  $500  each.  He  will  estimate 
within  bounds  at  (400  each.  Making  the  amount 
•twelve  hundred  millions  of  dollars'  worth  of  slave 


property.  I  heard  this  statement,  Mr.  President, 
with  emotiens  of  the  deepest  feeling.  By  what  rale 
of  political  or  commercial  arithmetic  does  the  Se- 
nator calculate  the  amount  of  property  in  human 
^  beings?  Can  it  be  fancy  or  fact,  that  I  hear  such 
calculation,  that  the  people  of  the  United  States 
own -twelve  hundred  millions*  (double  the  amount 
of  all  the  specie  in  the  world)  worth  of  property  in 
human  flesh!  And  this  property  is  owned, 
the  gentleman  informs  us,  by  all  classes  of  society, 
forming  part  of  all  our  contracts  within  our  own 
country  and  in  Europe.  I  should  have  been  glad, 
sir,  to  have  been  spared  the  hearing  of  a  declara- 
tion of  this  kind,  especially  from  the  high  source 
and  the  place  from  which  it  has  emanated.  But  the 
assertion  has  gone  forth  that  we  have  twelve  hun- 
dred millions  of  slave  property  at  the  Soufh;  and 
can  any  man  so  close  his  understanding  here  as  not 
plainly  to  perceive  that  the  power  cf  this  vast 
amount  of  property  at  the  South  is  now  uniting 
it^^elf  to  the  baniring  power  of  the  North,  in  order 
to  govern  the  destinies  of  this  country?  Six  hun- 
dred millions  of  banking  capital  is  to  be  brought 
into  this  coalition,  and  the  slave  power  and  the 
bank  power  are  thus  to  unite  in  order  to  break 
down  the  present  Administration.  There  can  be 
no  mistake,  as  I  believe,  in  this  matter.  The  aris- 
tocracy of  the  North,  who,  by  the  power  of  a  cor- 
rupt banking  system,  and  the  aristocracy  of  the 
South,  by  the  power  of  the  slave  system,  both  fat- 
tening upon  the  laber  of  others,  are  now  about  to 
unite  in  order  to  make  the  reign  of  each  perpetual* 
Is  there  an  independent  American  to  be  found, 
who  will  become  the  recreant  slave  to  such  an  un- 
holy combination?.  Is  this  another  compromise  to 
barter  the  liberties  of  the  country  for  personal  ag- 
grandisement? ^'Resistance  to  tyrants  is  obedience 
to  God.« 

The  Senator  farther  insists,  "that  what  the  law 
makes  propeny  is  property."  This  is  the  predi- 
cate c  f  the  genileman;  he  has  neither  facts  nor  rea- 
son to  prove  i';  yet  upon  this  alone  does  he  rest  the 
whole  case  that  negroes  are  property.  I  eJeny  both 
the  predicate  and  the  argument.  Suppose  the 
Legislature  of  the  Senator^  own  State  should  pass 
a  law  declaring  his  wife,  his  children,  his  friends, 
indeed,  any  white  citizen  of  Kentucky,  property, 
and  should  they  be  sold  and  transferred  as  such, 
would  the  gen'leman  fbld  his  arms  and  ?ay,  "Yes, 
they  are  property,  for  the  law  has  made  them 
Buch^*?  No,  sin^he  would  denounce  such  law  with 
more  vehemence  than  he  now  denounces  Abolition- 
ists, and  would  deny  the  authority  of  human  legis- 
lation to  accomplish  an  object  so  clearly  beyond  its 
power. 

Human  laws,  I  contend,  cannot  make  human 
beings  pjoperty,  if  human  force  can  do  it.  If  it  is 
competent  for  our  Legislatures  to  make  a  black 
man  propertyt  it  is  competent  for  them  to  make  a 
white  man  the  same;  and  the  same  objection  exists 
to  the  power  of  the  people  in  an  organic  law  for 
their  own  government;  they  cannot  make  property 
of  each  other,  and,  in  the  language  of  the  constitu- 
tion of  Indiana,  such  an  act  "can  only  originate  in 
usurpation  and  tyranny.*'  Dreadful,  indeed,  would 
be  the  condition  of  this  countty,  if  these  principles 
should  not  only  be  carried  into  the  ballot  box,  but 
into  the  Presidential  chair.  The  idea  that  Aboli- 
tionists ought  to  pay  for  the  slaves  if  they  are  set 
free,  and  that  they  ought  to  think  of  this,  is  ad- 
dressed to  their  fears,  and  not  to  their  judgment. 
There  is  no  principle  of  morality  or  jnstice  that 
should  require  iliem  or  our  citizens  generally  to  do 
so.  To  free  a  slave  is  to  take  from  usurpation 
that  which  it  has  made  properly  and  given  to 
another,  and  bestow  it  upon  the  righrful  owner. 
It  is  not  taking  property  from  lUs*  true  owner  for 
public  use.  Men  can  do  with  their  own  as  they 
please,  to  vary  their  peace  if  they  wish,  but  cannct 
be  compelled  to  do  so. 

The  gentleman  repeats  the  assertion  that  has 
been  repeated  a  thousand  and  one  time5:  thai  Abo- 
litionists are  tetarding  the  emancipation  of  the 
slave,  and  have  thrown  it  back  fifty  or  a  hundred 
years;  that  they  have  increased  the  rigors  of 
slavery,  and  caused  the  master  to  treat  his  slave 
with  more  severity.  Slavery,  then,  is  to  cease  at 
some  period;  and  becanse  the  Abolitionists  have 
said  to  the  slavehoMer    "Now  is  the  acoepted 
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lime,"  and  because  he  thinks  this  an  improper  in- 
terference, and  not  having  the  Abolitionists  in  his 
power,  he  inflicts  his  vengeance  on  his  anofTending 
slave.  The  moral  of  this  story  is,  the  slaveholder 
wUl  exercise  more  traelty  because  he  is  desired  to 
show  mercy.  I  do  not  envy  the  Senator  the  full 
benefit  of  his  argument.  It  is  no  doubt  a  true  pic- 
ture of  the  feelings  and  principles  which  slavery 
engenders  in  the  breast  of  ihe  master.  It  is  in 
perfect  keeping  with  the  threat  we  almost  c'aily 
hean  that  if  petitioners  do  not  cease  their  efibrts  in 
the  exercise  of  their  constitutional  rights,  others 
will  dissolve  the  Union.  These,  however,  ought 
all  to  be  esteemed  idle  assertions  and  idle  threats. 

The  Senator  tells  as  that  the  coni^quenc^  aris- 
ing from  the  freedom  of  slaves,  would  be  to  reduce 
the  wages  of  the  white  laborer.  He  has  furnished 
us  with  neither  data  nor  fact  upon  which  this  opi- 
nion can  rest.  He,  however,  wooM  draw  a  line, 
on  one  side  of  which  he  would  place  the  slave  la> 
bor,  and  on  the  other  side  free  white  labor;  and 
looking  over  the  whole,  as  a  general  system,  both 
would  appear  on  a  perfect  equality.  I  have  ob- 
served, for  some  years  past,  that  the  Southern 
slaveholder  has  insisted  that  his  laborers  are,  in 
point  of  integrity,  morality,  usefulness,  and  com- 
fort, equal  to  the  laboring  population  of  the  North. 
Thus  endeavoring  to  raise  the  slaVe,  in  public  esti- 
mation, to  an  equality  with  the  free  white  laborer 
of  the  North;  while,  on  the  other  hand,  the  North- 
em  aristocrat  has,  in  the  same  manner,  viz:  by 
comparison,  endeavored  to  reduce  his  laborers  to 
the  moral  and  political  condition  of  the  slaves  of 
the  South.  It  is  for  the  free  white  American  citi- 
zens to  determine  whether  they  will  permit  such 
degrading  comparisons  longer  to  exist.  Already 
baa  this  spirit  broken  forth  in  denunciation  of  the 
right  of  DNivcaaAL  sdffraok.  Will- free  .white  la- 
boring citizens  take  warning  before  it  is  toe  late. 

The  last,  the  great,  the  crying  sin  of  Abolitionisms, 
in  the  eyes  of  the  Senator,  is  that  they  are  opposed 
to  colonization,  and  in  favor  of  amalgamation.  It 
is  not  necessary  now  to  enter  into  any  of  the  be- 
nefits and  advantages  of  colonization;  the  Senator 
has  pronounced  it  the  noblest  scheme  ever  devised 
by  man;  he  says  it  is  powerful  but  harmless.  I 
have  no  knowledge  of  any  resulting  benefits  from 
the  scheme  to  either  race.  I  have  not  a  doubt  as  to 
the  real  object  intended  by  its  founders;  it  did  not 
arise  from  principles  of  humanity  and  benevolence 
towards  the  colored  ne:,  but  »  desire  to  remove 
the  free  of  that  race  beyond  the  United  States,  in 
order  to  perpetuate,  and  make  slavery  more  secure. 
The  Senator  further  makes  the  broad  charge,  that , 
Abolitionists  wish  to  enforct  the  unnatural  system 
of  amalgamation.  We  deny  the  fact,  and  call  on 
the  Senator  for  proof.  The  citizens  of  the  free 
States,  the  petitioners  against  slavery,  the  Abo- 
iitionists  of  the  (ne  States  in  favor  of  amalgama- 
tion! No,  sirl  If  you  want  evidence  of  the  fact, 
and  reasoning  in  support  of  amalgamation,  you 
must  look  into  the  slave  States;  it  is  there  it  spreads 
and  flouiishes  from  slave  mothers,  and  presents  all 
possible  colors  and  complexions,  from  th^  jet  black 
African,  to  the  scarcely  to  be  distinguished  while 
person.  Does  any  one  need  proof  of  this  fact? 
let  him  take  biit  a  few  turns  through  the  streets  of 
your  capital,  and  observe  those  whom  he  shall 
meet,«nd  he  will  be  perfectly  satisfied.  Amalga- 
mation indeed!  The  charge  is  made  with  a  very 
bad  grace  on  the  present  occasion.  No,  sir;  it  is 
not  the  negro  wQtnany  it  is  the  Wave  and  the  contami- 
nating influence  of  slavery,  that  is  the  mother  of 
amalgamation.  Does  the  gentleman  wantfactson  this 
subject?  let  him  look  at  the  colored  race  in  the  free 
Slates;  it  is  a  rare  occurrence  there.  A  colpny  of 
blacks,  some  three  or  four  hundred,  were  settled, 
some  fifteen  or  twenty  years  since,  in  the  county 
of  Brown,  a  few  miles  distant  from  my  former 
rssidence  in  Ohio,  and  I  was  told  by  a  person 
Jiving  near  them,  a  country  merchant  wi'h  whom 
they  dealt,  when  conversing  with  him  on  this  very 
subject,  he  informed  me  he  knew  of  bat  one  in- 
stance of  a  mulatto  child  being  born  amongst  them 
for  the  last  fifteen  years;  and  I  venture  the  asser- 
tion, had  this  same  colony  been  settled  in  a  slave 
State,  the  eases  of  a  like  kind  would  have  been 
far  more  numerous.  I  repeat  again,  in  the  wards 
of  Dr.  Cbaanin^,  it  is  a  slave  country  that  reeks 


with  licentiousness  of  tliix  kin^l,  and  fur  proof! 
refer  to  the  opinions  of  Judge  Harper,  of  North 
Carolina,  in  his  defetice  of  Southern  slavery. 

The  Senator,  as  if  fearing  that  he  had  made  his 
charge  too  broad,  and  might  fail  in  proof  to  sus- 
tain it,  seems  to  stop  short,  and  make  the  inquiry, 
where  is  the  process  of  amalgamation  to  begin;  be 
had  heard  of  no  ixtstance  of  the  kind  against  Aboli- 
tionists; they,  (the  A^litionists,)  Would  begin  it 
with  the  laboring  class;  and  if  I  understand  the 
Senator  correctly,  that  Abolitioni&m,  by  throwing 
together  the.  white  and  the  black  laborers,  would 
na^turally  produce  this  result.  Sir,  I  regret,  I  de- 
plore, that  such  a  charge  should  be  made  against 
the  laboring  class— that  class  which  tills  the  ground, 
and  in  obedience  to  the  decree  of  their  maker,  eat 
their  bread  in  the  sweat  of  their  face— that  class 
as  Mr.  Jeflerson  says,  if  God  has  a  chosen  people 
on  earth,  they  are  those  who  thus  labor.  This 
charge  is  calculated  for  effect,  to  induce  the  la- 
boring class  to  believe  that  if  emancipation  takes 
place,  they  will  be,  in  the  free  States,  reduced  to 
the  same  condition  as  the  colored  laborer.  The  re- 
verse of  that  is  the  truth  of  the  case.  It  is  the 
slaveholder  now,  he  who  looks  upon  labor  as  only 
fit  for  a  servile  race,  it  is  him  and  his  kindred 
spirits  who  live  upon  the  labor  of  others,  endeavor- 
ing TO  reduce  the  white  laborer  to  the  condition  of 
the  slave.  They  do  not  yet  claim  him  as  property, 
but  they  would  exclude  him  from  all  participation 
in  the  public  affairs  of  the  country.  It  is  further 
said,  that  if  the  negroes  were  free,  the  black  would 
rival  the  white  laborer  in  the  free  Staie.'t.  I  cannot 
believe  it,  while  so  many  facts  exist  to  prove  the 
contrary.  Negroes,  like  the  white  race,  but  with 
stronger  feelings,  are  attached  to  the  place  of  their 
birth,  and  the  home  of  their  youth;  and  the 
climate  of  the  South  is  congenial  to  their 
natures,  more  than  that  of  the  North.  If 
emancipation  should  take  place  at  the 
South,  and  the  negro  be  freed  from  the 
fear  of  being  made  merchandize,  they  would 
remove  from  the  free  States  of  the  North  and 
West,  immediately  return  to  that  country,  because 
It  is  the  home  of  their  friends  and  fathers.  Alrea- 
dy in  Ohio,  as  far  as  my  knowledge  extends,  has 
free  white  labor,  (emigrants,)  from  foreign  coun- 
tries, engrossed  almost  entirely  nil  situations  in 
which  male  or  female  labor  is  found.  But,  sir,  this 
plea  of  necessity  and  convenience  is  the  plea  of  ty- 
rants. Has  not  the  free  black  person  the  same 
right  to  the  use  of  his  hands  as  the  white  person; 
the  same  right  to  contract  and  labor  for  what  price 
he  pleases.?  Would  the  gentleman  extend  the 
powerof  the  Government  to  the  regulation  of  the 
productive  industry  of  the  country?  This  was  his 
former  theory,  but  put  down  eflfeciually  by  the  pub- 
lic voice.  Taking  advantage  of  the  prejudice 
against  labor,  the  attempt  is  now  being  made  to 
begin  this  same  system,  by  first  operating  on  the 
poor  black  laborer.  For  shame!  let  us  cease  from 
attempts  of  this  kind. 

The  Senator  informs  us  that  the  question  was 
aiiked  fifty  years  ago  that  is  now  asked,  can  the 
negro  be  continued  forever  in  bondage?  Yes;  and 
it  will  continue  to  be  asked,  in  still  louder  and  loud- 
er tones.  But,  says  the  Senator,  we  are  yet  a 
prosperous  and  happy  nation.  Pray,  sir,  in  what 
part  of  your  country  do  you  find  this  prosperity 
and  happiness?  in  the  slave  States?  No  !  no !  There 
all  is  weakness,  gloom,  and  despair,  while  in  the 
free  Stales  all  is  light,  business,  and  activity. 
What  has  created  tlie  astonishing  dififoence  be- 
tween the  gentleman's  State  and  mine — ^between 
Kentucky  and  Ohio?  Slavery,  the  withering 
curse  of  slavery  is  upon  Kentucky,  while  Ohio  is 
free.  Kentucky,  the  garden  of  the  West,  almost 
the  land  of  promise,  posse5sing all  the  natural  ad- 
vantages, and  more  than  is  posseted  by  Ohio,  is 
vastly  behind  in  population  and  i*ealth.  Sir,  I  can 
see  from'the  windows  of  my  upper  chamber,  in  the 
city  of  Cincinnati,  lands  in  Kentucky,  which,  I  am 
told,  can  be  purchased  from  ten  to  fifty  dollars  per 
acre,  while  lands  of  the  same  quality,  under  the 
same  improvements,  and  the  same  distance  from 
me  in  Ohio,  would  probably  sell  from  one  to  five 
hundred  dollars  per  acre.  I  was  told  by  a 
a  friend  a  few  days  before  I  leA  home,  who  had 
formerly  resided  in  th^  counter  of  Bourbon,  Ken- 


tucky— a  most  excellent  county  ol  lands  adjoiniia 
I  believe  the  county  in  which  the  Seaator  residesi! 
that  the  white  population  of  that  coanty  was  mora 
than  foiir  hundred  less  thanif  was  fire  yetnsmoe. 
Will  the  Senator  contend,  after  a  knowltdge  of 
these  facts,  that  slavery  in  this  conntiy  has  bna 
the  cause  of  our  prosperity  and  happiam?  Ko 
he  cannot.    It  is  because  slavery  has  been  «z! 
eluded  and  driven  from  a  large  proportion  of  oar 
country,  that  we  are  a  prosperous  and  happy  pto^ 
pie.    But  its  la'iC  attempts  to  force  its  iaflaence 
and  power  into  the  free  States,  and  deprive  oar  citi- 
zens of  their  unquestionable  rights,  has  been  the 
moving  cause  of  all  the  riots,  bumiogjt,  and  mor- 
ders  that  have  taken  place  on  account  of  Abolition- 
ism; and  it  has,  in  some  degree,  even  in  the  fiei 
States,  caused  mourning,  lamentation,  and  woe. 
Remove  slavery,  and  the  country,  the  whole  cooa* 
try,  will  recover  its  natural  vigor,  and  car  peaea 
'and  future  prosperity  will  be  placed  on  a  more  u* 
tensive,  safe,  and  sure  foundation.    It  is  a  waste  of 
time  to  answer  the  allegations  that  the  emand|»> 
tion  of  the  negro  race  would  induce  them  to  make 
war  on  the  white  race.    Every  fact  in  the  history  of 
emancipation  proves  the  reverse;  and  he  that  will 
not  believe  those  facts,  has  darkened  his  own  ns* 
derstanding,  thai  the  light  of  reason  can  make  no 
impression:  he  appeals  to  interest,  not  totnrtfa,fac 
information  on  this  subject.    We  do  not  fear  In 
errors,  while  we  are  left  free  to  combat  them,  tk 
Senator  implores  us  to  cea^  all  commotion  on  Dus 
subject.    Are  we  to  surrender  all  our  rights  aad 
privileges,  all  the  official  stations  of  the  coantiy, 
into  the  hands  of  the  slavebolding  power,  wiibonta 
single  struggle?    Are  we  to  cease  all  exertions  for 
our  own  safety,  and  submit  in  quiet  to  the  rnfe  of 
this  power?   li  the  calm  of  despotism  to  reign  oto 
.this  land,  and  the  voice  of  freemen  to  be  no  moie 
heard?    This  sacrifice  is  required  of  us,  in  order  to 
sustain  slavery.    Prttmtn^  will  yoa  make  it?  Will 
you  shut  your  ears  and  your  sympathies,  and  wiik- 
hold  from  the  poor,  famished  slave,  a  morsd  of 
bread?    Can  you  thus  act,  and  expect  the  blessogs 
of  heaven  upon  your  country?    I  beseech  yoo  lo 
consider  for  yourselves. 

Mr.  President,  I  have  been  compelled  to  enttr 
into  this  discussion  from  the  course  ptirsaedbf  Dk 
Senate  on  the  resolution  I  submitted  a  few  dayi 
since.  The  bry  of  Abolitionist  has  been  nam 
against  me.  If  those  resolutions  are  Abolifionitt) 
then  am  I  an  Abolitionist  from  the  sole  of  my  tot 
to  the  crown  of  my  head.  If  to  maintain  the  v^ 
of  the  States,  the  security  of  the  citizen  fromfia 
lence  and  outrage,  if  to  preserve  the  supremacy  « 
the  laws,  if  insisting  on  the  right  of  petition,  as  a 
medium  through  which  every  person  subject  18 4* 
laws  has  an  undoubted  right  to  approach  the  ooi* 
stitutionalauthoiities  of  the  country,  bethedoe- 
trines  of  Abolitionists,  it  finds  a  response  in  way 
beating  pulse  in  my  veins.  Neither  poter,  w 
fhvor,  nor  want,  nor  misery,  shall  deter  me  fron 
its  support  while  the  vital  current  conliatieste 
flow. 

Condemned  at  home  for  my  opposition  to 
slavery,  tdent  ani  tingU  handed  here,  #tU  mB]f  i 
feel  tremor  and  emotion  in  bearding  this  lioi  rf 
slavery  in  his  very  itn  and  upon  his  owa  groBM. 
I  should  shrink,  sir,  at  once  from  this  fearfal  mJ 
unequal  contest,  was  I  not  thoroughly  ®*^^** 
that  I  am  sustained  by  the  power  of  truth  and  IM 
be.Ht  interests  of  the  country. 

I  listened  to  Ihe  Senator  from  Kentucky  with «• 
divided  attention.  I  was  disappointed,  sadly  ^ 
appointed.  I  had  beard  of  the  Senator's  t«!t » 
making  compromises  and  agreements  on  this  Mi 
and  though  opposed  in  principle  to  all  *^JJt 
ccedings,  yet  I  hoped  to  hear  something  ''P<*'"2 
we  could  hattg  a  hope  that  peace  would  he  resloiw 
to  the  borders  of  ot>r  own  States,  and  all  futoie^ 
gression  upon  our  citizens  from  the  slave  Staleaw 
prevented.  Now,  sir,  he  offers  us  nothing  tot  Wr 
conditional  submission  or  political  death;  •■*  •* 
political  alone,  but  abisolaie  dttih.  We  W 
counted  the  cost  in  this  matter,  and  are  detenw"" 
to  live  and  die  free.  Let  ibe  slavebolderhni^ 
8Jr^tem  to  his  bosom  in  hJs  own  Stale,  wt  jf 
notjgo  there  to  disturb  bim;  but,  si 
our  own  borders  we  claim  to  cnjef 
tsame     privileges.      Even,     sir,    here    la 
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Dkriet,    this    tea    miles    sqaaie    of 
piopertj  and  common  right,  the  slave  power  has 
ths  assorance  to  come  into  this  very  Hall,  and  re* 
qocsi  that  we — ^yes,  Mr.  President,  that  m j  consti* 
teents — be  denied  the  right  of  petition  on  the  sab- 
jeet  of  slavery  in  this  I>ntrict.    This  most  exiraor- 
diaaiy  petition  against  the  right  of  others  to  peti- 
tion on  the  same  subject  of  theirs,  is  gracioosly  re- 
eeived  and  ordered  to  be  printed;  paeans  sang  to  it 
by  the  slave  power«  while  the  petitions  I  offer, 
fiom  as  honorable,  free,  high  minded  and  patriotic 
Ameiiean  citizens  as  any  in  this  District,  are  spit 
upon,  and  tnmed  out  of  doors  as  an  tmckan  thing, 
Gtoias  of  liberty!  buw  long  will  you  sleep  under 
this  iron  power  of  oppression?    Not  content  with 
nding  over  their  own  slaves,  they  claim  the  power 
to  instruct  Congress  on  the  question  of  receiving 
petHioiB;  and  yet  we  are  tauntingly  and  sneeringly 
told  that  we  have   nothing  to  do  with  .he  exist- 
ence of  slayery  in  the  country,  a  suggestion    as 
absofd  as  it  is  ridieolous.    We  are  called  upon  to 
make  laws  in  favor  of  slarery  in  the  District,  but 
it  is  denied  that  we  can  make  laws  against  it;  and 
at  iaat  the  right  of  petition  on  the  subject,  by  the 
people  of  the  free  States,  is  complained  of  as  an 
mproper  interferenee.    I  leave  it  to  the  Senator  to 
leeoacate  ajl  these  difficulties,  absurdities,  claims 
and  requests  of  the  people  of  this  District,  to  the 
eouotry  at  large;  and  I  venture  the  opinion  that  he 
Will  find  as  mndi  difficulty  in  producing  the  belief 
that  he  is  correct  now,  that  he  has  found  in  obtain- 
ing the  same  belief  that  be  was  before  correct  in 
his  Tiews  and  political  course  on  the  subject  of 
hanks,    internal  improvements,    protective  tariffs, 
&e.  and  the  regulation,  by  acts  of  Congress,  of  the 
pxodacfive  industry  of  the  country,  together  with 
all  the  compromises  and  coalitions  he  has  entered 
into  for  the  attainment  of  those  objects.    I  rejoice, 
howeTer,  that  the  Senator  has  made  tha  display  be 
has  en  this  occasion.    It  is  a  powerful  shake  to 
awaken  the  sleeping  energies  of  liberty,  and  his 
voice,  like  a  trumpet,  will  call  from  their  slumbers 
millions  of  freemen  to  defend  their  rights;  and  the 
overthrowof  his  theory  now,  is  as  sure  and  certain, 
by  the  force  of  public  opinion,  as  was  the  overthrow 
of  all  his  former  grand  schemes,  by  the  same  mighty 
power. 

I  feel,  Mr.  President,  as  if  I  had  wearied  your 
patience,  while  I  am  sure  my  own  bodily  powers 
admonish  me  to  close;  but  I  cannot  do  so  without 
again  reminding  my  constituents  of  the  greetings 
t£at  have  taken,  place  on  the  consummation  and 
ratification  of  the  treaty,  offensive  and  defensive, 
between  the  slaveholdiog  and  bank  powers,  in  or- 
der to  carry  on  a  war  against  the  liberties  of  our 
ooontry,  and  to  put  down  the  present  Administra- 
tion.    Yes,  there  is  no  voice  heard  from  New  Eng- 
land now.    Boston  and  Faneuil  Hall  are  silent  as 
death.    The  free  day-laborer  is,  in  prospect,  re- 
dnced  to  the  political,  if  not  moral  condition  of  the 
sbiTe;  an  ideal  line  is  to  divide  them  in  their  labor; 
yes,  the  same  principle  is  to  govern  on  both  sides. 
£ven  the  farmer,  too,  will  soon  be  brought  into  the 
same  fold.    It  will  be  again  said,  with  regard  to 
die  Gh>vesnment  of  the  country,  '*Tbe  farmer  with 
kis  huge  paws  upon  the  statute  book,  what  can  he 
do?*'     I  have  endeavored  to  warn  my  fellow-citi- 
aens  of  the  present  and  approaching  danger,  but  the 
dark  clond  of  slavery  is  before  their  eyes,  and  pre- 
wetHs  many  of  them  from  seeing  the  condition  of 
things  as  they  are.    That  cloud,  like  the  cloud  of 
soiamer,  will  soon  pass  away,  and  its  thunders 
oeaae  to  be  heard.    Slavery  will  come  to  an  end, 
and  the  sunshine  of  prosperity  warm,  invigorate 
anel  bless  our  whole  country. 

I  do  not  know,  Mr.  President,  that  my  voice  will 
ever  again  be  heard  on  this  floor.  I  now  willingly, 
yes,  gladly,  return  to  my  constituents,  to  the  people 
of  tny  own  State.  I  have  spent  my  life  amongst 
tbem,  and  the  greater  portion  of  it  in  their  service, 
and  they  have  bestowed  upon  me  their  confidence 
in  numerous  instances.  I  feel  perfectly  conscious 
tfajit,  in  the  discharge  of  every  trust  which  they  have 
committed  to  me,  I  have,  to  the  best  of  my  abilities, 
jiBtftd  solely  with  a  view  to  the  general  good,  not 
sniTering  myself  to  be  influenced  by  any  particu- 
lar or  private  interest  whatever;  and  I  now  chal- 
lens^  ^^^^^  ^^  ^^^  1  ^^^®  ^'^^^  otherwise, 
CO  Isy  ^ir  finger  upon  any  public  act  of  mine, 


and  prove  to  the  country  its  injustice  or  anti-Re- 
publican tendency.  That  I  have  o(\en  erred  in  the 
selection  of  means  to  accomplish  important  ends  I 
have  no  doubt,  but  my  belief  in  the  truth  of  the 
doctrines  of  the  Dedaraiion  of  Independence,  the 
political  creed  of  President  Jefferson,  remains  un- 
shaken and  unsubdued.  My  greatest  regret  is  that 
I  have  not  been  more  zealous,  and  done  more  for 
the  cause  of  individual  and  political  liberty  than  I 
have  done.  I  hope,  on  reiurning  to  my  heme  and 
my  friends,  to  join  them  again  in  re  bundling  the 
beacon-fires  of  liberty  upon  every  hill  in  our  State, 
until  their  broad  glare  shall  enlighten  every  valley, 
and  the  song  of  triumph  will  soon  be  heard,  for  the 
hearts  of  our  people  are  in  the  hands  of  a  just  and 
holy  Being,  (who  cannot  look  upon  oppression  but 
with  abhorrence,)  and  he  can  turn  them  whitherso- 
ever he  will,  as  the  rivers  of  water  are  turned. 
Though  our  national  sins  are  many  and  grievous,  yet 
repentance,  like  that  of  snclent  Nineveh,  may  di- 
vert from  us  that  impending  danger  which  seems 
*  to  hang  over  our  heads  as  br  a  single  hair.  That 
all  may  be  safe,  I  conclude  that  the  Neoro  will  yet 
he  set  free. 


SPEECH  OF  MR.  STRANGE, 
'  Of  North  Carolina, 
/h  Senaie^  Wedneeday  February  13,  1839— On  the 
bill  t(i  prevent  the  interference  of  certain  Fede- 
ral officers  with  elections. 
Mr.  STRANGE  said:  Mr.  President,  I  am  not 
a  volunteer  in  this  debate.  At  the  beginning  of 
the  session,  the  Senate  thought  proper  to  assign  me 
a  place  on  an  important  committee,  to  which 
the  subject  now  under  consideration  was  referred,and 
upon  it  the  chairman  of  that  committee  presented  a 
long  aad  able  report.  To  the  credit  of  the  exciu- 
&ive  authorship  of  that  report,  the  chairman  is 
entitled.  Both  its  substance  and  its  language  are 
his  own.  But  although  I  lay  no  claim  to  any  part 
of  the  authorship  of  the  report,  I  yielded  it  my 
hearty  assent,  and  it  is  due  to  myself  to  show  that 
I  did  not  yield  that  assent  hastily,  or  upon  insuffi- 
oient  reasons.  Upon  the  report  the  most  extraor- 
dinary attack  has  been  made;  perhaps  the  most 
violent  to  be  found  in  the  history  of  this 
body.  I  had  not  the  good  fortune  to  hear  the  re- 
marks made  by  the  Senator  from  Kentucky,  [Mr. 
Crittenden,]  but  I  listened  attentively  to  «he  as- 
sault made  upon  the  leport  by  the  Senator  from 
Virf  inla,[Mr.  Rivks,]  who  appeared  to  me  to  have 
wrought  himself  up  to  a  most  extravagant  pitch 
of  excitement.  He  spoke  of  the  report  as  fraught 
with  doctrines  subversive  of  liberty,  and  so  cor- 
rupting in  their  nature,  that  the  Senate  ought  to 
undergo  a  lustration  to  purify  itself  from  their 
contaminating  'effects.  I  listened  to  the  Senator 
with  equal  surprise  and  disappointment  Sur- 
prise, at  the  fary  into  which  he  seemed  to  have 
wTOQght  himself,  and  disappointment,  at  the  result 
of  his  argument.  I  was  not  prepared.to  find  his 
extravagant  promises  fall  so  far  short  of  fulfil- 
ment, and  little  expected  to  see  an  advocacy  of  the 
bill  result  in  its  total  abandonment. 

The  Senator  stated,  he  was  so  much  surprised 
and  bewildered  at  the  reading  of  the  report,  that 
he  was  at  a  loss  to  know  whether  he  was  in  the 
Senate  of  the  United  States  or  in  the  kingdom  of 
France  or  of  England.  I  am  not  at  all  disposed  to 
question  the  truth  of  this  statement,  for  it  furnishes 
the  only  mode  known  to  mt  of  accounting  for  the 
strange  statements  made  by  the  Senator  in  relation 
to  the  report.  No  man  in  his  sober  senses— in  the 
full  possession  of  all  hLs  faculties,  could  take  up 
that  report  and  eA  tract  from  it  the  doctrines 
ascribed  to  it  by  the  Senator  from  Virginia.  Those 
high  faculties,  that  good  sense  which  usually  cha- 
racterize that  Senator,  were  for  some  reason  in 
abeyance.  He  must  have  been,  as  he  himself  de- 
clares, bewildered,  for  I  cannot  suppose  (the  only 
remaining  alternative)  that  the  Senator  would  wil- 
fully misrepresent  what  he  really  understood.  So 
perfect  was  the  Senator^  bewilderment,  that  he  not 
only  asserted  that  certain  doctrines  were  set  forth 
in  the  report,  which  I  insist  are  not  to  be  found 
there,  but  pledged  himself  to  the  proof,  and  pro- 
ceeded to  read  therefrom  certain  passages. for  that 


purpose.  Hta  first  allegation  is,  that  the  report 
inculcates  on  the  office  holders  of  the  Gkneral  Go- 
vernment the  di|ty  of  intermeddling  with  the  elec- 
tions of  the  country,  and  is  calcillated  to.  stir  them 
up  to  greater  exertions.  If  any  one  will  take  the 
trouble  to  examine  that  report  he  will  find  that,  so 
far  from  inculcating  upon  the  ofiice  holders  of  the 
Government  improper  intermeddling  with  the  elec- 
tions, its  tendency  is  directly  the  other  way.  The 
following  is  one  of  the  passages  it  contains,  which  is, 
I  think,  any  thing  but  a  persuasion  to  intermeddle 
improperly  in  elections: 

"Thai  eleaions  ouglit  to  be  pure  aod  incorrupt  ia  a  principle 
admited  by  all,  and  no  language  can  be  too  strong  to  express 
the  abhorreoco  felt  by  the  committee  against  any  attempt  to 
destroy  this  freedom  and  purity.  He  who  is  euiliy  of  either,  by 
bribiDK  or  corrupting  Totera,  violating  the  ballot  box,  or  setting 
at  nought  its  voice,  forging  or  suppressing  returns,  or  disobeying 
the  laws  enacted  for  securing  any  elective  right,  is  guilty  of 
treason  against  Republican  insutuUons,  and  ought  tu  be  re- 
garded by  all  as  a  dangerous  foe  to  libeity." 

I  will  now  proceed  to  review  the  passages  cited 
by  the  Senator,  and,  so  far  as  my  memory  serves 
me,  read  them  all  over  again  to  the  Senate.  The 
first  is  as  follows: 

'The  foundauon  of  cepreaenutive  Government  is  based  upon 
the  intelligence  of  the  citizen,  and  to  insure  that  intelligence,  it 
in  i)oth  the  right  and  the  duty  of  every  one,  freely  to  discuaa 
and  communicate,  both  publicly  and  privately,  such  matters  as 
he  may  suppose  will  advance  thepublic  interest,  or  inform  the 
public  mind.  One  of  the  moat  salutary  and  eflfectual  agents,  to 
promote  such  interest,  is  an  enlightened  public  opinion.  To 
evolve  such  opinion,  and  to  give  form  and  direction  to  the  ge- 
neral course  01  national  policy,  and  the  future  destinies  of  all, 
every  citizen,  whether  intrusted  with  public  office  or  not,  haaa 
HIce  deep,  abiding,  aud active  interest,  aod  no  citizen  iaat  liber- 
ty to  withdraw  nimseiffrom  ibishiph  responsibility,  insepa- 
rablv  connected  with  Republican  institutions.  Otieof  the  most 
celebrated  law  irakers  of  one  of  the  ancient  Republics,  declar- 
ed evenr  dtizan  infamous,  who  refused  to  takemrtin  the  af- 
fairs of  ilia  country;  and  the  word  idiots  derived  from  the  lan- 
guage of  that  Republic,  Sears  through  all  time  this  impress  of 
their  inalitutions,  denoting  one  who  was  destitute  of  the  spi- 
rit or  intelligence  raquiaita  for  the  discharge  of  thia  highest  duty 
of  a  citizen. 

'The  elective  ri^htls  not  conferred  by  theOonatitotion  of  the 
United  States,  but  belongs  to  representative  Government,  and 
spiings  from  its  very  nature;  ana  tho  very  essence  of  Uiat  right, 
under  our  institutions,  is  the  right  of  electing  the  members  of 
tl}e  General  and  State  Gtovemments.  The  value  and  the  ad* 
vantagea  of  thia  right,  ao  far  as  reapecta  the  public,  demnd  upon 
the  knowledge  of  nublic  meaauresL  and  of  the  nMalinc 
candidates  for 


the  knowledge  of  public  measures,  and  of  ilie  qualifications  of 
candidates  for  public  trust,  and,  consequently,  upon  the  equal 
and  unrestricted  freedom  of  discussing  their  comparative  me- 


rits and  demer ita.  The  citizen  who,  by  tiie  ciioiee  of  his  fellowa, 
isdiatinguiahed  bv  being  selected  to  perform  official  duties  and 
trusts.  Is  not  thereby  elevated  above  them,  nor  degraded  below 
them.  He  parts  with  no  lighta  of  citizenship,  but  remains  an 
equal  among  ec|uala;  atill  connected  with  them  by  the  strong 
andenduringligamentsofmuluality  of  rights  and  privileges. 
Under  our  Constitution,  the  people,  not  the  (Government,  poe- 
sees  the  sovereignty;  and  the  doors  of  office  can  be  opened  only 
by  the  powerful  cliarm  of  the  public  voice,  and  no  degrading 
sacrifice  of  any  of  the  privileges  of  citizenship,  or  any  aepara* 
tion  from  the  community  or  rights,  feelings,  and  interests, 
which'  bind  ttie  people  to  me  Government,  ia  required. 

These  positions  are  all  general,  inclnding  every 
citizen,  and  not  asserting  any  peculiar  rights  or 
duties  as  belonging  to  office  holders  in  relation  to 
elections.  Can  any  dispassionate  man  disooTer 
any  thing,  in  any  part  of  the  foregoing  passage,  in- 
citing office  holders  to  the  exercise  pf  improper  in- 
fluence in  elections?  Is  it  not  true,  that  enh'ghteucxl 
public  opinion  is  the  basis  upon  which  onr  institu- 
tions rest?  Is  it  not  true  that  free  discussion  is  im- 
portant to  the  formation  of  sound  public  opinion? 
And  is  it  not  the  duty  of  every  man,  whether  he 
holds  an  office  or  not,  to  contribute  his  mite  to- 
wards enlightening  the  public  mind,  and  giving  to 
public  opinion  a  direct  and  healthy  current?  And  - 
is  it  not  also  true,  that  those  who  shrink  from  that 
duty  are,  for  the  most  part,  iitoCf,  ia  the  more  mo- 
dern acceptation  of  that  word,  or  men  so  thoroughly  , 
selfish  as  to  be  indifierent  to  every  thing  but  their 
own  private  concerns?  Men  so  indolent  by  nature 
as  to  decline  eveiy  species  of  exertion,  or  so  de- 
voted to  the  acquisition  of  fortune  as  to  be  totally 
unmiAdful  of  the  public  weal,  so  that  afiairs  are  fo 
conducted  as  to  enable  them  to  feather  well  their 
own  nesfs?  The  report  goes  on  to  say:  "The  ob- 
ject of  the  bill  is  to  render  what  is  lawful  and  praise^ 
worthy,  and  in  strict  conformity  with  both  the  let- 
ter and  spirit  of  our  institutions,  for  all  citizens,  cri- 
minal in  a  pat  lieu  lar  class,  who  have  been  honored 
by  the  confidence  of  the  people  of  the  whole  Slates." 
Where  is  the  incentive  in  that  pas.sagc  to  offi'^e 
holders  to  intermeddle  with  eleetions?  What  is 
there,  in  il  not  accordant  wiih  the  strictest  propriety?  • 
It  states  what  every  man  must  see  to  be  the  eflect 
of  the  bill.  It  contains  solemn  truth,  which  no  man 
can  doubt  who  is  not  wilfully  blind.  The  next 
passage  to  which  the  Senator  calls  oar  attention  is: 


If6 


A^PEimnt  TO  T&E  C0^6RGSSI0KAL  OLOfiB. 


d5TH  CoNg-»»*3D  Sess. 


Interfertnte  of  Federal  officers  in  electionS'^Mr.  Strange, 


"It  is  Bfl  woll  his  inlierent  right  as  his  daty  tn  dlKUSsand  pro* 
mnlgaie  frsety  the  meMures  of  any  Adminlscraiion,  and  the 
character  and  ctmduct  ol  those  who  support  or  opfjooe  ii,  as 
well  to  control  them  by  the  censorship  of  public  opinion,  as  to 
iiubject  (hem  to  the  test  of  (he  Constitution.  In  doing  so,  he  mar 
win  the  confidence  of  his  felLnw-chiaens  by  his  declared  opi- 
nions, or  may  become  identilied  with  some  great  principle 
which  conciliates  their  support.  All  thiti  is  innocent  and  praise- 
wonhy,  ercn  if  the  rootire  is  the  acwiisition  of  office,  because  it 
isromotes  the  public  good.  Can  it  be  wise,  or  even  just,  to  pu- 
nish as  a  criin^  when  a  ciiizen  aitaios  office,  what  was  patriouc 
and  praisewortny  while  he  was  seeking  it?  Yet  wliy  slionld  of- 
Ace  seeking  and  office  holding  be  thus  separated  by  arbitrary 
enactments,  which  bestow  honors  and  confidence  upon  the  one, 
and  ))enaliy  and  ignomijiy  u[K)n  the  other,  for  doing  the  same 
acti" 

No  IV  is  not  ail  this  jast  and  true?  Is  it  not  sonnd 
doctrioe?  And  woold  it  be  pretended  by  any  i^ne 
that  a  free  discossion  of  public  men  and  pablic 
measures  should  be  forbidden  to  any  citizen? 
Would  any  bill  containing^  such  a  proposal,  in 
plain  and  undisguised  terms,  meet  with  favor  from 
any  quartet?  And  yet  all  that  is  assertc  I  in  the 
passage  quoted  is,  in  substance,  that  no  such  re- 
striction ought  to  be  imposed-  The  next  passage 
quoted  in  support  of  then  rst  charge  is  the  following: 

"The  committee  can  perceive  no  reason  for  the  adoption  by 
Congress  of  any  lestriction  upon  any  of  what  they  deem  (he 
inherent  and  unalienable  rights  of  everv  class  of  citizens, 
merely  because  they  have  been  honored  with  the  confidence  of 
the  people." 

And  does  any  man  see  a  reason  why  a  citizen 
should  be  deprived  of  his  inherent  and  unalienable 
rights,  merely  because  he  has  been  appointed  to  of- 
fice? I  challenge  any  man  in  the  Senate  to  as- 
sume such  ground.  Neither  the  Senator  from  Vir- 
ginia, nor  any  other  member,  dare  assune  it.  And 
shall  the  report  be  denounced  for  asserting  its 
MHtenability?  Upon  these  passages  it  is  that  the 
Senator  from  Virginia  has  b^sed  his  assertion  that 
the  report  urges  the  office  holders  to  an  improper 
interference  in  the  elections  of  the  c:>untry.  And 
does  not  the  bare  reading  of  these  passages  dispel 
at  once  the  plausibility  of  the  charge?  I  have  said 
I  was  surprised  that  the  charge  should  have  been 
made.  But  I  admit  I  ought  not  to  have  been  sur- 
drised.  After  what  has  occurred  under  my  own 
observation,  my  capacity  for  surprise  at  any  opi- 
nion uttered,  or  any  language  used  by  the  Senator 
upon  a  political  subject,shonld  have  been  exhausted. 

And  now,  having  utterly  failed  to  prove  the 
dangerous  nature  of  the  report,  the  Senator  goes  on 
to  »ay  that  he  would  not  have  felt  himself  so  impe- 
ratively called  upon  to  assail  it,  could  he  consider 
it  as  the  mere  work  of  the  chairman  of  the  Judi- 
ciary Committee,  or  even  as  the  production  of  all 
Uie  committee;  but  he  regards  it  as  an  exposi- 
tion of  the  opinions  and  aentiments  of  a  whole 
political  party — by  which  he  evidently  meant  what 
is  called  the  Administration  party.  Now,  if  the 
Senator  intended  to  insinuate  that  any  sentiment 
contained  in  the  report  was  supplied  from  any 
source  extraneous  to  the  committee,  that  it  was  dic- 
tated by  that  Executive  of  whom  the  Senator 
aeems  to  have  conceived  trach  a  sudden,  violent, 
and  holj  horror,  he  does  great  injustice  to  the  com- 
mittee, to  the  chairman,  and  still  greater  injustice 
to  him.<«lf.  But  if  he  means  no  more  than  to  as- 
sert that  the  report  contains  only  ffuch  doctrines  and 
opinions  as  are  entertained  by  a  great  political 

?arty  of  this  country,  he  asserts  what  is  strictly  true, 
t  does  contain,  upon  the  subject  of  which  it  treats,  | 
the  opinions  and  doctrines  of  the  purest  party  of 
which  this  country  will  ever  boast;  a  party  of  which 
any  min  may  feel  proud  to  be  a  member;  a  party  num- 
bering in  its  ranks  a  Franklin,  a  Jefferson,  a  Ma- 
dison, a  Taylor,  a  Jackson,  and  a  host  of  other 
stars,  which  have  shone  the  brightest  in  the  politi- 
cal galazf  of  our  country. 

But  the  6cn»tor  further  imputes  to  the  report  an 
attempt  to  degrade  the  States,  and  put  them  upon  a 
level  with  the  private  corp«)rations  of  their  own 
creation.  This  charge  seems  to  me  to  be  quite  as 
baseless  and  gratuitous  as  the  one  which  preceded 
it.  The  Senator  doe'«  not,  as  in  the  former  case, 
cite  the  passages  in  which  he  fancies  this  lurking 
vice  is  to  be  found,  but  contents  himself  with  mak-  [ 
ing  the  charge;  and  I  defy  any  man  to  point  out 
a  portion  of  tne  report  that  at  all  justifies  the  im- 
putation. I  have,  for  the  purpose  of  detecting 
such  a  vice,  if  it  exists,  in  vain  ransacked  the  re- 
port trom  end  to  end.  But  two  or  three  times  are 
the  State  Gtovernmenta  and  corporations  mentioned 
in  connection,  and  in  every  instance,  I  believe,  ihe 
Federal  Government  IB  found  in  the  same  com- 


pany; so  that  if  the  levelling  process  is  introduced 
at  all,  it  is  by  levelling  Hip  ad  well  as  levelling 
down.     But  let  the  pa^wRes  speak  for  themselves: 

"While  one  set  of  functionaries  under  the  Federal  Ctovern* 
ment,  and  all  those  of  *the  State  Ooremmeiits,  and  the  officers 
of  the  corporations  of  associated  wealth,  are  left  witli  an  unre- 
stricted freedom  of  speech  and  of  the  preas,  this  bill  puts  gags 
and  fetters  upon  a  few  proscribed  men,  in  respeei  to  pubHc 
menaod  public  measures.  Why  this  discrimiq»tion1  Aretha 
proscribed  officers  more  corrupt  or  liable  to  corruption  than 
other  office  holdersi  Is  it  to  guard  against  the  comipiing  in- 
fluence and  patronage  of  the  Federal'  Administcaiionl  If  so, 
the  effect  of  the  bill  would  bo  still  more  objecuonable,  as  io  de- 
grading them  by  taking  from  them  the  rights  common  to  all 
others,  it  would  prepare  them  to  become  Uie  wiillog  instruments 
of  corruption  or  ambition.  This  bill  would  create  a  caste 
among  office  holders,  deriving  (heir  authority  from  the  same 
high  source,  tlie  people,  and  requiring  the  same  high  qualifica- 
tions to  discharge  their  duties. " 

i\ow  is  there  any  thing  in  this  paragraph  draw- 
ing a  distinction  between  any  classes  of  officers  de- 
giading^o  the  govern  men  ts  of  the  States?  Is  it  not, 
on  the  contrary,  the  driA  of  the  passage,  to  disap- 
prove of  degrading  distinctions  which  it  alleges  the 
bill  will  create? 

''Why  (says  the  report  In  another  place]  should  those  officers 
be  rendered  aliens,  and  be  prohibited  from  the  enjoyment  of 
the  bocial  rights  ofdiscuasing  political  subjects,  even  under  the 
protection  of  their  own  household  gmis,  while  the  other  func- 
tionaries of  the  Federal  and  State  Oovernmenia,  and  the  offi- 
cers ofthecorpoDUtons  of  associated  wealth,  and  the  employ- 
ees of  priratepersons,  are  permitted  to  retain  the  full  rights  of 
ciilzeni^  This  bill  degrades  the  right  of  soffrage,  the  guardian 
of  all  political  rights,  by  meting  it  out  as  a  boon  ia  different 
portions  to  diflrerentciuzeDs,all  equally  worthy  of  trust,  and 
distinguished  by  popular  favor,  and  by  placing  It  under  an 
odious  espionage." 

Are  there  here  any  invidious  distinctions  or  de- 
grading comparisons  drawn;  on  the  contrary,  are 
they  not,  as  before,  disapproved  and  complained  of? 
The  report  goes  on  to  say: 

'The  committee  can  find  no  scales  in  the  Constitution  in  which 
to  weigh  the  relative  patrtotisnn,  integrity,  and  independence  of 
the  functionaries  of  the  Federal  and  State  Governments,  and  the 
officers  of  corporations,  or  the  employees  of  individuals.  They 
cannot  believe  thattha  employees  of  the  Federal  Government 
are  mote  conuptor  corrupting  than  those  of  other  bodies  cor- 
porate or  politic,  or  of  individuals." 

Is  not  this  precisely  the  reverse  of  what  is 
charged?  The  report  declares  that  ereater  honesty 
is  not  to  be  found  in  one  class  of  citizens  than  ano- 
ther, or,  if  so,  that  the  committee  know  of  no  means 
of  ascertaining  its  existence;  so  far  is'  it  from 
placing  the  officers  of  the  Federal  Government  up- 
on any  point  of  peculiar  elevation,  or  degrading  the 
State  officers  and  those  of  corporations  to  a  level 
below  them,  as  is  moat  unjustly  charged  by  the  Se- 
nator from  Virginia. 

From  this  topic  the  Senator  launches  forth  into  a 
philippic  against  what  he  is  pleased  to  call  modern 
Democracy,  one  of  whose  characteristics  he  charges 
to  be  a  tendency  to  curtail  Legislative  power  and  to 
extend  Executive.  Democracy  is  just  what  it  al- 
ways has  been  under  our  institutions.  Its  distinc- 
tive principle3  consist  in  tracing  political  power  to 
its  true  source,  and  circumscribing  all  the  Hepart- 
ments  of  the  Oovemmenc  strictly  within  their  con- 
stitutional limits;  and,  as  Aperience  has  shown  that 
Legislative  usurpation  is  of  much  more  frequent  oc- 
currence than  Executive,  against  the  former  has  its 
efforts,  through  the  whole  history  of  our  country, 
been  chiefly  directed. 

The  Senator  speaks  of  his  early  Democracy,  and 
'dates  it  back,  I  believe,  as  far  as  the  year  1798, 
when,  without  meaning  to  compliment,  I  am  sure 
the  Senator  must  ,have  been  a  very  young  poli- 
tician. Against  which,  then,  I  pray  you,  were  the 
celebrated  resolutions  of  that  period  directed.  Legis- 
lative or  Executive  usurpation?  Was  it  not  against 
the  former?  Was  it  not  against  a  law  passed  by 
Congress,  and  not  against  any  supposed  misap- 
plication, by  the  Executive,  of  power  conferred  by 
that  law?  Every  one  acquainted  with  the  history 
of  that  transaction  knows  it  is  so..  And  we  may 
be  well  assured,  that  while  we  are  able  to  preserve 
the  Constitution  from  Legislative  encroachment,  we 
have  nothing  to  fear  from  the  Executive.  If  a 
despot  should  ever  complete  the  overthrow  of  the 
institutions  of  American  liberty,  it  must  be  when 
Legislative  violence  has  diminished  their  strength. 
And  of  the  latter  it  is  that  Democracy  is  justly  and 
particularly  watchful.  Its  principles  are  now  the 
same  that  they  ever  have  been.  Men  may  change, 
Mr.  President,  but  principles  never  Yea,  men 
do  change,  and  to  justify  or  conceal  their  changes, 
endeavor  to  create  confusion  in  principles  them-  ' 
selves.  The  principles  of  the  Democracy  are  now 
what  they  were  in  1798,  and  the  principles  of  its 


opponents  are  the  same,  also,  however  ihcy  mtj 
seek  to  disguise  them  under  new  names.  The 
principles  that  distinguished  the  opponents  of  Of> 
mocracy  then,  are  the  principles  that  (listiDj^iih 
them  now;  and  what  woold  have  made  a  F«de- 
raliat  of  that  day,  and  subsequently  a  Federal  R^ 
publican,  and  still  later  a  National  RepobUcaa, 
makes  a  Whig  now.  Men  may  change  their  phi* 
ciples,  and  thus  the  Federalist  of  one  day  mj  be 
the  Democrat  of  another.  But  it  is  only  by  chang- 
ing his  principles,  that  a  man  becomes  the  one,  frooi 
having  been  the  other.  The  principles  themselrei 
are  as  immutable  as  trath. 

The  Senator  next  goes  on  to  charge  the  report 
with  stirring  up  the  people  to  rebellioo  against  the 
law;  and  to  establish  that  efaaige,  cites  from  it  the 
following  passage: 

"Ic  dssenres  serioiis  eoDsAdenuion,  [says  the  report]  vMiir 
a  law  like  this  bill  could  ever  be  carried  into  execution  it  thii 
day,  and  under  our  free  inscitution*— a  law  which  promiM  ih« 
freedom  of  thought,  of  action,  of  speech,  and  of  tbs  pnsi,  w 
far  as  respects  a  large  portioo  of  (be  most  iotelUeeDi,  nspictcd, 
and  meritorious  oi  our  citixeas.  The  grsat  bodr  of  the  foae- 
tionaries  whom  this  bill  would  alTect  havB>ieen  Domnedbjtka 
selection  of  the  pedple.  to  discharge  reaponsible  dutisi^  for  Mr 
honesty,  capactvr,  and  ^delity  to  the  ConsUtativn.  The  ha- 
bitual reriior  ofSepubUcan  institutions,  and  of  the  ctfadtrvf 
the  people  for  self- voret  nment,  may  in  Tain  attempt  to  fix  i 
vtijzma  upon  all  officers  who  derire  their  af^raiouneois  frae 
the  people,  for  the  purpoee  of  thus  gradually  undecmioiogihiit 
conndence  in  the  Goremment  of  their  choice;  bat  the  peofrii 
will  always  be  found  true  to  themselves,  and  will  never  sahak 
to  the  execution  of  a  law  which  deprives  their  feliov-caim 
of  his  inherent,  common,  and  eaual  rights  sitoply  beeasa 
they  had  distinguished  him  by  their  faror  and  preference. " 

What  is  there  here  in  the  nature  of  an  exhorta- 
tion to  tm  people  to  rebellion?  What  were  the 
famous  resolutions  of  *98,  but  an  appeal  to  the 
people  to  restore  the  breaches  of  the  Constimtion, 
not  by  force  and  violence,  but  by  the  exerdit  of 
their  sovereign  and  coostitntional  powersi  And 
does  the  Senator  venture  to  complain  of  those  mo- 
lutiom^  But  this  report  does  not  go  even  so  ftr  as 
the  resolutions;  it  makes  no  appeal  to  the  peopk, 
but  mciely  utters  the  voice  of  warning  to  thn  hod; 
against  the  passage  of  the  proposed  bill.  B7  the 
will  of  our  constituents  we  all  profesi  to  be  go- 
verned, and  the  report  only  declares  what  its  franet 
believes  to  be  the  immovable  will  of  our  common 
coDstituen  s. 

But  the  Senator  chooses  to  consider  it  a  stir« 
ring  up  of  the  people,  and  this  he  denomi- 
nates Loeo  FocoiiM.  Now,  whether  it  is  Loeo  Pm- 
ism,  or  not,  it  is  solemn  truth.  This  word  Loeo 
Foco  vi  one  of  those  cabalistic  terms  which  a  cer- 
tain class  of  politicians  use  to  conjure  op  aa; 
accusation  it  may  suit  their  convenience  to  ftstt 
upon  their  adversaries.  Its  acknowledged  aniatel- 
ligibility  relieves  them  from  all  obligation  to  ex- 
plain, and  it  fixes  a  sort  of  undefined  odium  apoa 
whomsoever  or  whatsoever  they  choose  to  de- 
nounce. Those  who  use  it  seem  to  attach  to  it 
no  other  idea  than  that  of  a  nemes  geaerik  of 
whatsoever  is  odious  and  detestable  to  theiu  ii 
politk^s.  At  one  time  it  is  Agrarianisoi,'  at  at* 
other,  a  general  community  of  every  thing,  anre- 
gulated  by  law;  at  a  third,  hostility  to  corporaiioos; 
and,  at  a  fourth,  it  is  made  to  signify  a  seditiooi 
stirring  up  of  the  people.. 

But  the  Senator  doubts  whether  be  is  a  com- 
petent judge  of  Federalism  and  Loco  Foooisa. 
Now  I  admit,  in  a  philological  sense,  no  mai 
is  competent  to  define  Loco  Focoism;  bat  if 
it  is  to  be  taken  as  the  proper  name  of  aoy  po- 
litical party  in  the  country,  the  Senator  is,  I 
think,  altogether  too  modest  in  disavowing  hiscoiB- 
peteucy  to  speak  of  it.  If  there  is  any  truth  in  tfce 
maxim,  experientia  «?eee<,  (experience  teaches,)  ite 
Senator  is  unusually  well  qualified  to  speak  of  the 
parties  of  this  country  and  to  define  them.  Hehai 
avowedly  belonged  to  two,  and  the  evidences  an 
pretty  strong  that  he  is  now  uniting  himself  wi*  a 
third.  Hr  ought,  therefore,  to  be  well  aeqoainted 
with  what  lies  upon  the  surface  of  things,  palptbto 
to  the  eye  of  any  discerning  man;  and  if  there  h» 
any  parly  secrets  or  mysteries  in  any  of  the  partio 
of  this  couutry,  they,  also,  cannot  fail  to  be  kaowa 
to  him  who  has  been  initiated  into  all. 

But,  after  all^  these  violent  assaults  upon  theiepg 
of  the  committee  are  not  so  much  to  be  woodflM 
a t.  The  report  has  been  vexj  (roublesome |o ihegfi- 
tlemen  on  the  other  side.  It  so  far  shook  tbee» 
fidence  of  ibe  Senator  who  introduced  the  bifi,  H 
to  iodnoe  him  to  propose  an  amendment^  chaagifel 
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materially  its  character;  and  the  SeDatur  from  Vir- 
ginia ia  for  abandoning  the  bill  altogrther,  and 
Bobstitating  in  its  place  a  string  of  resolu- 
tions. A  general  mast  be  much  dissaiistfied 
with  his'  position  who  chang^ti  it  in  the 
face  of  an  enemy.  But  this  our  adver^- 
lies  ought  n'«t  to  be  allowed  to  do;  they  have 
made  an  issue  before  the  country,  and  they  ought 
to  be  required  to  meet  it.  Ii  is  one  of  the  artifices 
of  war,  when  a  party  is  weak  at  home  to  endea- 
vor to  transfer  the  scene  of  strife  lo  the  territory  of 
the  enemy,  and  by  a  similar  artifice  do  the  genile- 
men  seek  to  turn  away  observation  from  the  enor- 
mities of  the  bill,  by  directing  it  to  the  sappo^ed 
defects  in  the  report.  But  to  little  purpose  is  it 
adopted.  The  report  scarcely  admits  of  defence, 
because,  in  irulh,  it  has  no  assailable  point.  The 
Senater  from  Virginia  is  unquestionably  a  gentle- 
man of  ingenuity  and  talent,  and  has  come  to  the 
onset  with  a  hearty  will,  if  possible,  to  demolish 
thia  report.  But  every  assault  made  by  him 
has  signally  failed.  His  blows  were  dealt 
iritb  dexterity  enough,  but  they  were  unaccom- 
panied wiih  the  force  of  truth.  The  bill,  on  the 
other  hand,  is  a.ssailabie  at  every  position,  and 
were  a  shot  directed  against  every  weak  point,  it 
-would  be  converted  into  a  perfect  riddle;  nay,  it  is 
uncertain  whether  it  wonld  even  hang  together. 

Hie  bill  is  foundei  on  a  total  misconcepiion  of  our 
institutions,  and  of  existing  facts.  Ii  is  a  miscon- 
ception pervading  the  whole  Federal  party.  They 
strangely  imagine  that  there  is,  in  the  Federal 
Constitution,  a  cure  for  all  the  ills  of  life.  No  evil 
can  exist  bat  the  powers  of  this  Government  are 
thought  competent  to  reach  it.  Like  the  oriental 
tent,  spoken  of  by  the  Senator  from  Missouri,  [Mr. 
Benton,]  which  a  man  may  carry  in  his  waistcoat 
pockety  it  may  yet  be  spread  fonhbo  as  to  cover  the 
array  of  Xeues.  This  is  the  radical  error  of  that 
parly,  and  from  this  root  springs  forth  a  legion  of 
errors.  From  this  little  fountain  i»sue  large  streams 
correspondent  in  bitterness.  The  gentlemen  read 
the  Constitution  as  a  certain  personage  is  said  to 
ultsr  his  prayers — backwards.  So  far  Irom  resirici- 
iog  its  action  to  the  province  of  granted  powers, 
they  seem  lo  consider  it  omnipotent,  except  so  far 
MS  its  action  is  expressly  restricted.  Instead  of  for- 
bearing to  exercise  Federal  power  where  the  right 
is  doubtful,  they  exert  it  often  where  it  is  manifest 
it  does  not  legitimately  exist.  This  is,  as  I  have 
said,  their  radical  political  mistake,  and  from  it 
Domerons  errors  have  sprung  np  and  overspread  the 
(land.  Many  of  these  errors  have  even  taken  posses^ 
sion  of  the  Democ  atic  ranks,  and  insinuated  their 
corrapting  influenoei  into  the  purest  Adininistra- 
tkm  this  country  has  ever  seen.  -  It  is  impossible  to 
associate  with  bad  men  and  not  imbibe  corruption. 
"Evil  communications  corrupt  good  manners," 
said  an  inspired  msn;  and  thus  it  is  that  the  Demo- 
cratic politicians,  daily  associating  with  the  Fede- 
ralists, and  often  personally  &^teemiog  and  admir- 
in^  the  men,  become,  insensibly,  more  or  less 
tainted  with  iheir  political  heresies.  It  is  no  won-  > 
der,  then,  that  we  find  it  difficult  to  pieserve  ths 
Democratic  faith  pure  and  nnadulieraied.  Every 
Democratic  Administration  has  found  more  or  less 
Federalism  creeping  into  its  measures. 

Bat  even  io  an  onlimited  Government  it 
is  acknowledged,  as  a  wise  maxim,  that 
mach  legislation  ought  to  be  avoided;  that 
no  law  should  pass  until,  an  existing  evil, 
demanding  correction,  is  apparent,  and  the 
remedy  proposed  seems  likely  to  prove  efficient, 
nrithoat  creating  evils  greater  t  lan  that  ii  is  in- 
tended to  remove.  The  bill  nnder  consideration 
assumes  that  there  is  an  evil,  and  proposes  a  reme- 
dy) and  in  the  assumption  of  that  evil,  exposes  oie 
of  the  most  dsn^erous  and  operative  eriors  of  the 
whole  OppoMiion  party,  viz:  that  the  people  and 
the  Government  are  foreign  to  each  other,  and 
may  have  separate  and  distinct  interests.  So  much 
are  they  dazzled  by  British  glory,  and  so  accus- 
tomed are  ihey  to  give  creiit  to  that  country  for  ail 
that  we  posseMS,  that  they  can  conceive  of  no  politi- 
cal proposition  which  would  be  true  in  Britain  and 
not  Wae  in  this  country.  They  forget  that  our  Conati- 
tation  was  formed  by  the  ))eople,  that  it  is,  in  truth,  a 
mere  /wcial  compact,  and  that  it  is  one  of  the  peo- 
pl«  who  is  employed  in  each  office  necessary  to  give 
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e3iciency  lo  the  compact;  while  ihcj  llriii.«?!i  couhii- 
tion  recogt)i.^«;s  thi'  kiiigasihe  lountainu!  airhonor 
and  povi'tr,  and  ad  the  guarantees  of  lib  riy  it  nov 
contains,  consist  of  concessions  made  from  time  to 
time  by  him.  Here,  power  and  authority  is  en- 
tirely oificialj  there,  it  is  pergonal  as  well  as  offi- 
cial. Here,  power  and  authority  is  continually 
falling  back  into  the  coihmon  ma^^s,  to  be  disposed 
of  anew  as  it  shall  determine.  There,  it  has  a 
perpetual  existence,  separated  from  the  mass  of  the 
people,  into  whose  hands  it  can  never  fall  without 
a  revolution.  Confounding  things  so  totally  dis- 
similar, naturally  leads  gentlemen  into  further  er- 
rors. They  suppose  that  what  is  an  evil  in  one 
country,  must  necessarily  be  so  in  another  where 
the  same  ^tate  of  things  exists,  and  that  the  same 
remedies  are  applicable.  This  would  be  all  true, 
if  their  first  supposition  were  not  altogether  erro- 
neous; but,  being  so,  all  the  conclusions  drawn 
from  it  are  misapplied.  But  of  what  does  the  bill 
complain?  Of  bribery?  No!  That  is  not  prac- 
tised, or  proper  punishment  for  it  is  already  pro- 
vided. What,  then,  is  the  evil?  It  is  stated  in  the 
caption  of  the  bill:  '*A  bill  to  prevent  the  interfer- 
ence of  certain  Federal  offi  !ers  in  elections.  To 
the  end  that  the  great  powers  given  to  the  officers 
of  the  Federal  Government,  and  other  persons  em- 
ployed in  its  service,  may  not  be  used  for  the  in- 
fluencing of  elections,  which  ought  to  be  free  and 
incorrupt." 

New,  s'lif  what  are  those  great  powers  given  lo 
Federal  ofiicers?  Cau  any  man  point  one  of  them 
cut?  Has  the  Senator  in  his  bill  told  us  what  they 
are,  or  indicated  even  one  of  them?  To  use  an  ex- 
pression of  the  Senator  from  Virginia,  he  has  en- 
tirely pretermitted  them.  I  deny  their  existence. 
Tney  are  among  the  phantoms  which  vivid  imagi- 
nations have  of  late  so  frequently  made  to  stalk 
across  the  political  stage,  to  frighten  men  from 
their  propriety.  It  would  have  been  impossible  for 
the  Senator  to  point  out  these  great  powers  to  which 
he  alludes,  and  he  has  therefore  taken  the  more  ju- 
dicious course  of  assuming-  their  existence  as  a 
matter  needing  no  proof.  Every  man  is  conscious, 
in  his  own  experience,  of  the  efiect  this  process  has 
upon  the  mind.  The  use  of  the  simple  epithet 
**  Cicero  the  orator,"  is  much  more  persuasive  lo 
the  mind  that  Cicero  was  a  great  and  distinguished 
orator,  than  the  most  labored  argument.  A  like 
course  is  pursued  in  the  construction  of  this  bill.  It 
assumes  as  a  fact  what  requires  proof,  and  ingeni- 
ously pa^sing  by  the  fact,^  states  the  principle  also 
in  such  obscure  terms,  that  the  mind  is  not  a  little 
confused  by  the  semblance  of  propriety  and  its  real 
inconsistency  with  sound  doctrine.  No  one  will 
deny  that  if  office  holders,  or  any  other  persons,  en- 
deavor tocorrup'  the-votersat  an  election  by  bribes 
or  promises:,  it  would  be  grossly  criminal,  while  at 
the  same  time  any  argument  addrs&>ed  to  their 
reason  and  patriotism  would  be  highly  proper.  If 
the  office  holders  use  the  former,  their  acts  are 
gru<^sly  criminal,  and  they  can  doubtless  be  pun- 
ished by  the  existing  law*;  but  against  the  latter 
there  is  not,  nor  ought  there  to  be,  any  law.  The 
bill  assumes  that  g:eat  powers  exi-i  in  Federal  offi- 
cers,  which  are  applied  unfairly  to  the  control  of 
elections;  and  this  I  deny,  iolo  eeolo.  This  assump- 
tion of  the  bill  is  calculated  to  give  fore*  and  circula- 
tion to  one  of  the  most  dangerous  errors  in  public  opi- 
nion, new  becoming  too  prevalent,  that  office  hold- 
ers and  office  seekers  should  be  an  odious  class. 
Why  should  they  be  so?  It  is  contrary  to  pract  ce 
and  opinion-  in  the  purest  days  of  ancient  liberty. 
It  is  contrary  to  soon!  opinion  now.  The  man  who 
devotes  himself  to  the  service  of  his  country  i$  no 
fit  object  for  contempt.  If  a  man  seeks  office 
by  base  and  dishonorable  means,  or  seeks  to  retain 
it,  when  obtained,  by  any  unfair  devices,  he  is  a 
base  and  di»honest  man;  but  in  the  receiving  or 
holding  office  itself  there  is  no  dishonor.  He 
who  serves  his  country  on  the  field  of  battle  is  ho- 
nored by  all.  If  it  could  be  ascertained  that  he 
had  done  so  from  base  and  .dishonorable  motives, 
respect  would  be  withdrawn,  and  the  finger  of 
scorn  pointed  at  him.  But  if,  in  that  service,  it 
con  Id  be  discovered  that  he  was  moved  by  no  higher 
consideration  than  ^'seeking  the  bubble,  reputation, 
even  in  the  cannon^s  moutb,**he  would  be  hailed 
with  acclamation.    And  is  it  for  the  American  peo- 


ple tu  think,  or  say,  that  he  who  seeks  their  favor 
by  fair  and  honorable  means  acu unworthily?  Thar 
he  who  aspires  to  distinction,  by  filling  the  office.s 
which  they  confer,  is  not  thereby  seeking  honor? 
It  has  been  fashionable  of  late  to  'l.oid  such  doc- 
trines, and  this  bill  follows  up  the  idea,  and  endea- 
vors to  widen  the  gulf  between  the  people  and  their 
official  agents.  And  why  has  it  become  fashion- 
able? •  There  are  two  principal  reasons:  tlieoneis, 
that  a  spirit  of  avarice  is  abroad  throughout  oar 
land,  and  binding  every  soul  to  his  sway,  and 
levelling  all  distinctions  but  those  which  money  can 
create.  Wealth  is  the  only  true  badge  of  honor, 
and  as  wealth  is  seldom  obtained  in  faithful  public 
service,  public  service  has  ceased  to  be  honorable. 
The  other  reason  is  obvious.  Many  who  desire 
office  are  disappointed,  and,  like  the  fox  in  ibe 
fable,  cry  out  "sour  grapes;"  while,  like  the 
same  fox,  they  are  ready  (noogh  to  sei^e 
up.  a  every  cluster  that  hangs  within  their  reach. 
Sir,  public  opinion  upon  this  subject  is  fast  being 
perverted,  and  this  bill  is  calculated  to  coniribuie 
greatly  to  that  perversion.  In  the  soundest  dftjTs 
of  the  Republic,  it  was  an  honor  to  serve  the  cooo- 
try  io  any  capacity;  and,  in  the  language  of  the  re- 
port, evety  man  who  shnink  from  it  Was  deem«l 
an  ifUot.  The  man  who  seeks  the  service  of  bis 
country  by  honorable  means,  should  be  honored. 
There  is  but  one  honorable  mode  of  seeking  it,  aiMl 
that  is  by  discharging  faithfully  the  duties  of  the  sta- 
tion he  already  fills,  and  fitting  himself  to  fill  others 
well  when  called  upon.  I«et  those  who  denooaoe 
office  holders  and  office  seekers  lay  their  hands  up- 
on iheir  hearts  and  answer,  whether  they  do  not  de- 
sire office  and  would  not  hold  it  if  they  might.  Not 
one  in  a  million  could  answer  in  the  negalive,  and 
those  few  would  be  found  mostly  among  the  indo- 
lent, the  sordid,  or  the  misanthropic  Nothing  can 
be  more  unfavurable  to  the  stability  of  our  institu- 
tions than  the  spread  of  this  prejudice  against  office} 
which  Federal  men  and  Federal  presses  are  ac^ve 
in  propagating.  I  had  the  good  fortune  the  other 
day  to  peruse  the  leUer  of  the  celebrated  John  Tay- 
lor, of  Caroline,  lately  brought  to  the  public  atten- 
tion, so  replete  with 'instructive  matter.  Speaking 
of  the  operations  of  the  paper  monopoly  parly,  be 
says,  among  other  things:  *'It  will  distract  the  pnh- 
lic  mind,  detach  the  national  confidence,  by  false- 
hood and  artifice,  from  its  honest  servants,  and  take 
advantage  of  the  confusion  generated  by  its  own 
acts,  avowedly  to  erect  monarchy,  under  the  pre- 
tence of  restoring  order."  This  is  precisely  what 
is  now  doing,  and  the  great  tendency  of  the  bill  un- 
der consideration,  by  stirring  up  suspicion  between 
the  people  and  their  officers,  and  detaching  the  con- 
fidence of  the  former  from  their  honest  servants. 
This  bill  rests  upon  the  basis  that  the  in- 
terests of  the  people  and  their  officers  are  at  vari- 
ance, and,  if  that  basis  be  false,  the  whole  fabric 
must  fall.  No  one  would  object  to  persons  haviag 
common  ioierests  consulting  together  about  those  in- 
terests. The  assumption  then  of  an  existing  evil  is 
erroneous,  and  the  necessity,  therefore,  for  a  reme- 
dy is  without  proof. 

But  passing  by  the  evil  foi  the  present,  let  us 
loQ'd  a  little  to  the  remedy  proposed.  Even  allow- 
ing, for  the  sake  of  argument,  the  evil  to  exist  at 
all,  it  is  comparatively  a  small  one,  while  the  re- 
medy proposed  would  intioduce  evils  of  the  greaieat 
magnitude.  It  would  be  like  cutting  off  the  head 
to  relieve  the  toothache,  or  laying  open  the  heart 
itself  to  diminish  arterial  action;  it  is  striking  it  the 
/ery  vitals  of  liberty  to  remove  an  unseemly  pim- 
ple from  her  cheek  What  are  the  evils  which 
the  bill  would  produce?  They  are  numerous,  and 
I  will  consider  a  few  of  them. 

I.  In  the  first  place  it  introduces  in:o  our  Le- 
gislation the  odious  principle  of  distinction.  It 
disunites  the  interests  of  the  people  and  the  office 
holders,  and  places  lh«*m  on  difiereot  ^r junds.  The  . 
great  principle  of  equality  lies  at  the  ba>e  of  all  our 
institutions,  and  distinctions,  official  or  otherwise, 
except  mere  functionary  dis'inctions,  ought  care- 
fully lo  be  shunned.  If  it  were  possible  to  have 
the  functional  operations  of  the  social  compact  car- 
ried on  without  singling  ont  individuals  to  perform 
them,  it  would  doubtless  have  been  done;  and  so 
far  our  institutions  would  have  more  approximated 
the  perfection  at  which  they  aim.    But  it  was  im- 
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possible,  and  the  mere  distinctioQ  of  holding  office 
.  must  neoesMinly  eiist.  But  it  is  aUof^iher  un- 
wise  and  foreign  to  the  genius  of  our  institutions 
to  render  this  distinction  more  conspicuous;  and 
it  is  in  principle  a  matter  of  indifference,  whether 
ihis  distinction  be  primti^e,  or  one  of  addi- 
lior.;  and  indeed  it  is  doubtful  whether  the  for- 
mer IS  not  the  more  mischievous  of  the  two.  For 
the  robbery  you  practice  upon  the  office  holders, 
they  will  seek  to  indemnify  themselves,  by  assuming 
hoineihing  to  which  they  htfye  no  right,  and  their 
claim,  with  the  aid  of  a  little  sophistry,  will  proba- 
bly be  sustained.  "I  am  cut  olT  from  such  and 
such  privileges,"  they  will  aigue,  "and  surely  it  ij 
not  unreasonable  that  I  should  enjoy  such  and  such 
privileges  in  return.*'  A  generous  people,  in  some 
moment  of  weakness,  will  allow  the  plea,  and  cus- 
tom, if  nra  law,  will  establish  the  right.  Besides, 
it  stifles  the*  benevolent  feelings  of  the  man,  and 
forces  him  to  punue  with  more  undivided  aim  his 
own  peculiar  interest.  Any  thing  which  segregates 
us,  as  it  were,  from  our  kind,  or  renders  us  unlike 
the  rest  of  our  species,  weakens  the  claim  which 
that  species  has  upon  our  kindnesses  and  services, 
and  separates  our  interests  from  theirs.  Does  not 
experience  prove  (his  in  the  case  of  deformed  per- 
•aonsf  Are  they  not,  with  some  honorahle  excep- 
tions, suspicious,  malicious  and  repulsive  in  their 
dispositions?  Do  they  not  seek  to  indemnify  them- 
selves for  the  contempt  which  they  most  unjustly 
suppose  is  generally  entertained  for  them,  by  noting 
with  peculiar  severity  the  faults,  the  vices,  the  follies 
and  the  defects  of  othe^^?  Again:  when  distinctions 
however  degrading  in  themselves,  are  associated 
with  honors,  while  all  the  other  evil  effects  and  de- 
grading distinctions  remain,  it  inclines  the  sub- 
ject of  this  distinction  to  magnify  the  honor  with 
which  it  iM  associated,  and  to  set  upon  it  an  unjust 
Talue.  The  mutilated  Asiatic  who  treads  an  east^ 
em  court  forgets,  for  a  time,  the  wrong  done  to  his 
nature  in  contemplation  of  the  honor  and  power 
which  it  brings  him,  and  glories  in  his  shame,  and 
knckws  no  sympathy  for  those  whom  an  arbitrary 
monarch  may  commit  to  his  cruel  dominion.  Just 
80  with  the  office  holder  in  this  land,  upon  whom 
you  fasien  any  degrading  distinction.  He  comes 
at  once  falsely  to  estimate  the  honors  with  which  it 
is  associated,  and  strives,  as  rapidly  as  possible,  to 
appropriate  to  himself  all  that  comes  within  his 
Teach.  In  the  present  healthy  state  of  pi^lic  opi- 
nion, a  public  officer,  who  assumes  official  pomp 
and  consequence,  is  certain  to  have  the  finger  of 
scorn  pointed  at  him;  and  this  fixes  upon  his  mind 
an  abiding  sense  that  he  has  no  property  in  his  of- 
fice, that  he  is  a  mere  public  servant,  pro  koe  viee. 

II.  If  ih!s  bill  does  not  rend  from  their 
places  the  pillars  -of  the  Constitution,  it  saps  the 
foundation  npon  which  they  rest.  It  has  been  well 
remarked,  that  "the  price  of  liberty  is  eternal  vigi- 
lance." By  this  bill  you  propose  to  close  the 
eyes,  stop  the  ean^,  and  seal  the  lips  of  those  whose 
peculiar  duty  it  is  to  watch,  and  whose  positions 
enable  (hem  to  watch  to  most  advantage.  Con- 
stantly employed  in  the  public  service,  they  acquire 
an  intimate  knowledge  of  public  affairs  and  public 
men.  Tliey  stand,  as  it  were,  upon  an  eminence, 
from  whence  they  can  look  around  and  see  danger 
approaching  from  afar,  and  from  any  quarter. 
False  alarms  they  will  doubtless  oAen  give.  But 
m  political  matters  the  story  of  the  boy  and  the 
wolf  does  not  apply.  No  matter  how  oAen  the 
alarm  is  given,  there  will  be  plenty  to  listen  to  it; 
the  difficalty  is  in  procuring  it  to  be  given.  How 
foolishly,  then,  should  we  act  in  stopping  the 
mouths  of  those  who  are  best  situated  for  giving  it ! 
The  proposal  of  the  Opposition  to  pass  this  bill 
reminds  me  of  the  fable  of  the  sheep  and  the 
wolves.  W  hilc  their  dogs  remained  with  the  sheep, 
they  were  in  comparative  safety;  but  when  the  silly 
sheep  were  persuaded  to  surrender  their  dogs  as 
hascages,  the  wolves  fell  upon  the  sheep  and  de- 
voured them. 

III.  But  not  only  would  the  pillars  of  the 
Constitution  be  shaken  by  the  passage  of  this  bill, 
but  a  breach  would  be  made  in  its  own  noble  fa- 
bric. Congress  lias  no  right  to  pass  any  law  not 
expressly  authorized  by  the  Constitution  or  neees- 
^rily  incidental  to  the  exercise  of  some  power  ex- 
pressly granted.      So  at  least  every  Democrat  in 


this  body  holds.  Now,  what  clause  in  the  Consti- 
tution expressly  aaihorizes  (he  p^."<?age  of  this  law? 
To  what  granted  power  is  it  incidental?  If  the 
power  exists  in  tidier  fcrm,  under  (he  Consiito- 
tion,  gentlemen  can  poini  out  the  clause  in  which 
the  grant  is  contained.  They  have  not  done  so,  and 
I  defy  them  to  do  it.  Nay,  not  only  is  the  act  not 
authorized,  but  it  is  expressly  forbidden.  By  the  first 
article  of  the  amendments  to  the  Constitution  it  is 
declared  that  **Congress  shall  make  no  law  respect- 
ing the  establishment  of  religion  or  prohibiting  the 
exercise  thereof,  or  abridging  the  freedom  of 
speech  or  of  the  press,  or  the  right  of  the  people 
pieaceably  to  assemble  and  to  petition  the  Govern- 
ment for  a  redress  of  grievances.**  And  is  not,  I 
would  ask,  the  liberty  of  speech  assailed  by  this 
bill?  Does  the  Constitution  make  any  exception  to 
the  exclusion  of  offi.'^e  holders  from  the  protection 
of  this  clause?  Yet  the  Henator  from  Virginia 
says,  let  u^  hear  no  more  of  arguments  drawn  ft  om 
the  alien  and  sedition  laws,  and  their  fate  under 
the  denunciations  of  the  people  of  this  country. 
Why  should  we  hear  no  more?  Are  not  those 
laws  and  (he  present  bill  so  similar  that  they  mi^ht 
well  pass  for  the  offspring  of  the  same  parent?  The 
bill,  as  it  now  stands,  is  subject  to  all  the  objections 
to  the  sedition  law,  and  if  modified  as  the  Senator 
from  Kentucky  proposes,  it  will  then  become  sub- 
ject to  all  the  objections  to  the  alien  law  also.  Let 
us  look  for  a  moment  to  the  language  of  the  sedi- 
tion law.  **That  if  any  person  shall  write,  print, 
utter,  or  publish,  or  shall  cause  or  procure  to  be 
written,  printed,  uttered,  or  published,"  &c.  What 
is  the  language  of  the  bill  under  consideration? 
''That  no  marshal,  &c.  shall,  by  word,  message,  or 
writing,  or  in  any  other  manner  whatsoever,"  &c. 
How  similar  in  their  objects  the  act  and  the  bill. 
How  immediately  are  both  levelled  at  the  liberty  of 
speech  and  of  free  discussion.  What,  then,  were 
the  objections  of  the  patriots  of  1798  to  the  sedi- 
tion law?  I  will  read  from  that  celebrated 
report  of  Mr.  Madison.  "The  second  object 
acainst  which  the  resolutions  protest,  says  Mr. 
Madison's  report,  is  the  sedition  act.  Of  this  it  is 
affirmed:  "1.  That  it  exercises  a  power  not  dele- 
gated by  the  Constitution.  2.  That  the  power,  on 
the  contrary,  is  expressly  forbidden.  3.  That  this 
is  a  power  which,  more  than  any  other,  ought  to 
produce  universal  alarm}  because  it  is  levelled 
against  the  right  of  freely  examining  public  cha- 
rncters  and  measures,  and  of  free  communication 
thereon,  which  has  ever  been  justly  lesteemed  the 
only  eflfeotual  guardian  of  every  other  right."  The 
report  then  goes  on  to  show  that  all  these  objections 
apply  to  ths  sedition  law;  and  is  it  not  obvious  ihat 
they  apply  with  equat  force  to  the  bill  under  con- 
sideration? And  shall  we  pass  a  law  containing 
all  these  odious  features,  which  have  been  so  fully 
exposed  to  the  American  people,  in  the  very  able 
report  from  which  I  have  read  the  extract?  But  I 
said,  if  the  bill  was  amended  as  proposed  by  the 
Senator  from  Kentucky,  the  objections  to  the  alien 
law  would  be  brought  to  bear  upon  it  also.  What 
are  those  objection!^?  I  will  call  them  to  the  atten- 
tion of  tke  Senate,  from  the  same  source  to  which 
I  have  ju<t  adverted.  "Of  the  alien  act,"  says  the 
report,  "it  is  affirmed  by  the  resolution:  1.  That  it 
exercises  a  power  no  where  delegated  to  the  Fede- 
ral Government.  2.  That  it  unites  Legislative 
and  Judicial  powers  to  those  of  the  Executive.  3. 
That  this  union  of  power  subverts  the  general 
principles  of  free  Government.  4.  Th.\t  it  sub- 
verts the  particular  organization,  and  positive  pro- 
visiims,  of  the  Federal  Constitution."  It  will  be 
found  by  the  reasoning  in  the  report,  under  the 
second  objection,  (with  which  I  will  not  occupy  the 
Senate,)  that  the  indefinite  terms  in  which  the  law 
was  couchedf  gave  force,  if  not  existence,  to  that 
objection.  And  with  a  law  so  indefinite  as  the 
one  under  consideration,  commanding  the  Presi- 
dent to  dismiss  from  office  all  who  shall  be 
guilty  of  the  acts  against  which  the  law  may  be 
supposed  to  be  directed,  will  he  not  be  constituted, 
to  a  certain  extent,  l^islator,  judge,  and  executive 
officer?  No  other  judge,  or  even  jury,  intervenes 
to  inquire  into  the  facts;  and  so  indefinite  are  the 
terms  of  the  bill,  that  the  fieli  of  construction  is  so 
wide  as  to  amount  to  legislation,  and  then  the  Pre- 
sident himself  is  to  execute  the  law.    The  Presi- 


dent first  says  what  the  taw  shall  mean.  He  then 
adjudges  the  culprit  to  have  violated  it,  as  so  con- 
strued, and  fiiially  performs  the  Executive  act  of 
dismiss  il.  If  this  is  not  confounding  all  the  powers 
of  Government  in  a  single  individual,  it  lu  difficoll 
to  coa6eive  whf  t  w(»uld  be.  The  bill  under  con- 
sideration, then,  combines  all  the  objections  to  both 
the  alien  and  the  sedition  law,  and  ought  to  be  sub- 
jected to  the  same  condemnation,  and  will  doubt- 
less arouse  the  same  popular  indignation,  should  it 
become  a  law.  I  know  it  may  be  said  that  this 
law  operates  upon  a  peculiar  class  only,  and  caa 
never  endanger  the  freedom  of  the  citizens  gene- 
rally. The  same  might  have  been  said  of  the  alien 
law.  But  it  was  not  said,  or  at  least  it  was  not 
successfully  urged  And  is  it  not  obvious  that,  if 
the  principle  is  once  conceded,  the  5ecority  of  all  is 
gone?  If  Congre»s  has  a  right  to  legislate  with  re- 
gard to  one  class  of  citizens,  why  may  it  not  with 
regard  to  all  upon  the  same  subject?  It  is  con- 
tended that  this  is  a  mere  condition  annexed  u> 
official  tenure,  and  that  Congress  has  a  right  to  pre- 
scribe the  terms  upon  which  offices  created  by  it- 
self may  be  held.  If  the  latter  proposi- 
tion be  true  to  any  extent,  it  can  be  so  no 
farther  than  may  be  necessary  to  ensore  of- 
ficial fitness  and  fidelity.  It  cannot  be  that 
Congress  has  an  unlimited  and  capricious 
right  to  attach  conditions  to  official  tenure.  If  ko, 
it  might  require  a  man  to  live  single;  to  be  deprived 
of  some  of  his  limbs  or  members,  and  under  the 
pretence  of  official  conditions,  compel  him  to  sub- 
mit to  every  species  of  tyranny  and  degradation, 
and  to  barter  all  his  rights  as  a  citizen,  for  the 
poor  priviledge  of  holding  office.  It  is  only  qum  offi- 
ce!^ that  any  law  can  be  made  to  operate  upon  those 
who  may  hold  office,  which  may  not  be  made  to 
operate  upon  every  other  citizen  of  the  couniry. 
Can  it  be  pretended  that  because  a  man  accepts  of- 
fice, he  is  bound  hand  and  foot. to  Congress,  that 
he  is  so  far  segregated  from  the  rest  of  the  com- 
munity, that  Congress  acquires  over  him  a  power 
greater  than  that  of  a  master  over  a  slave.  All  the 
powers  of  Congress  are  to  be  rigidly  and  ratxooa^ 
ly  construed,  and  especially  such  as  may  be  abased 
to  the  oppression  and  disfranchisement  of  any  citi- 
zen. 

But  in  reply  to  the  objection  against  the  rtmovtl 
from  office,  by  the  President,  it  is  said  that  he  al- 
ready possesses  that  power  to  an  unlimited  exteal, 
and  this  bill  will  add  nothing  to  it.  There  is  gnat 
fallacy  in  this  reply.  The  present  power  of  lemo* 
val  Is  held  by  the  President,  as  the  general  Ezeoi- 
tive  officer  of  the  Government,  who  is  responsAitf 
to  the  people  for  its  proper  conduct;  and  oqglN^ 
therefore,  to  have  it  in  hts  power  to  dismiss  any 
agent  for  whom  he  is  not  willing  to  be  responsible; 
and  when  an  officer  is  removed  under  that  amln- 
rity,  it  is  only  because  the  President  judges  him  M 
qualified.  His  want  of  qualification  may  oob4r 
in  moral  delinquency,  or  in  want  of  capacity,  bvi 
in  either  case,  he  is  dismissed  not  as  a  punishineat 
for  the  past,  but  as  a  security  for  the  future.  Bat 
the  bill  under  consideration  enjoins  removal  expiei^ 
ly  as  a  punishiVient,  and  in  so  doing  confounds  a9 
constitutional  distinctions,  and  creates  evils  simlkr 
to  those  for  which  the  odious  alien  law  was  lespoa* 
sible. 

But  the  Senator  from  Virginia,  IMr.  Rivcs  J  ia 
reply  to  the  constitutional  objection  to  thisU^ 
cites  several  cases  in  which  he  supposes  CongMia 
has  or  may  abridge  the  liberty  of  speedi,  tti 
quotes,  in  the  first  place,  the  law  passed  at  lift 
S9s«ion  prohibiting  the  carrying  or  sending  a  cM^ 
leoge  to  fight  a  duel.  In  the  answer,  it  is 
to  remark  that  this  expression  in  the 
"liberty  of  speech,"  has  a  specific  and  well  t 
meaning,  and  is  synonymous  wiih  the  right  of  Mt,' 
discussion,  the  very  thing  aginst  which  the  Jift 
.under  con^ideration  is  levelled.  But  a  rtglrttj 
free  disrussion  is  not  involved  in  sending  a  < 
lenge  to  fight  a  duel,  which  is  a  thing  motai  vaii^ 
and  forbidden  by  the  laws  of  every  civilized  i  ' 
tion.  The  right  of  Congress,  therefore,  to  [ 
the  sending  a  challenge,  is  not  negatived  by  h 
clause  of  the  Constitution  which  forbids  ibe_ 
sage  of  any  law  ^'abridging  the  freedom  of «_ 
and  her  right  to  legislate  upon  that  subject' 
th<»  District  of  Columbia  is  part  of  her 
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Interference  of  Federal  officers  in  eleciionM — Mr.  Strange, 


'Senate. 


cifthuiTe  legislaitve  power  over  this  District »  be- 
jood  which  she  has  not  aitempled,  And  oooM  not 


T\»  8eaator  next  sapposts  the  ca^ie  of  an  office 
kolder  writing  a  letter  or  sending  a  message  to 
ft  Toter,  by  which  he  informs  him,  if  he  will  vote 
for  such  a  man  he  will  give  him  soch  an  office; 
mi  asks  if  Congress  caBnoi  prohibit  and  direct  the 
poaiahmenl  of  snch  an  act.  I  ai^wer,  within  the 
District  of  Colombia  it  can  noqoestionably.  Such 
ift  act,  if  not  actually  bribery,  is  s:o  very  like  it 
that  no  moral  distinction  can  be  drawn  be- 
tween them ;  and  I  promise  the  Senator,  if  he 
will  itttroda<^  a  bill  to  prohibit  and  panL»h 
ndi  an  act  within  the  District  of  Columbia, 
I  will  willingly  vote  for  it,  and  if  I  thought  the  power 
of  Congress  over  the  snbject  exonded  so  far,  t 
WDold  vote  for  it  throughout  the  Union.  But  how 
does  it  happen  that  no  such  provision  is  included 
iaths  billi  I  suppose,  either  t)ecause  no  such 
thing  has  been  practised,  or  the  laws  in  relation  to 
it  are  already  sufficiently,  penal.  The  Senator 
lastly  refers  to  the  case  of  a  judicial  officer  going 
about  among  the  crowd  at  a  court-house,  and  soli- 
eiliag  jurors  to  gire  their  verdict  in  a  particular 
way,  and  the  Senator  asks,  if  this  ^ould  not  be  a 
breach  of  official  dignity,  and  subject  the  transgres- 
sor to  impeachmenr?  Unquestionably  it  would, 
bat  as  I  see  no  similarity  between  the  case  sup- 
posed, and  the  one  under  consideration,  it  would 
be  an  idle  undertaking  to  ,'toint  out  their  di/Te- 


jy.    I  now  proceed    to    another    objection    to 
the  bill  under  consideration,  and  that  is,  that  it 
is  baaed  apon  a  radically  false  notion  and  estimate 
of  the  people  of  this  country.    A  belief  seems  to 
pervade  the  whole  Opposition  party,  that  the  peo- 
ple are  stopid,  ignorant,  gullible,  andaltofether  un- 
lit for  self  government,  and  require  to  be  guarded 
bylaw  against  themselves.  This  I  hold  to  be  utter- 
ly utrue.    If  a  man  acquires  influence  amjn^ 
the.  people,  it  must  be  upon  the  strength  of  a 
cfatraeier  for  integrity  and  devotion  to  the  interests 
of  the  commonwealth,  and  a  capacity  for  under- 
standing well  thoseinterests.    But  so  far  from  this 
iafloenee  being  increased  by  his  promotion  to  office, 
it  is  often,  if  not  generally,  greatly  diminished. 
Hm  people  are,  if  any  thing,  over  suspicious,  but 
U  is  erring  on  the  safe  side,  and,  therefore,  I  will 
Mt    complain   of  ir.    Let  them  for  a   moment 
OMpeet   a   man    to   have   any   private    interest 
ia   a    question,     and     his     iniluence    however 
gKAt  before,  is  at  once  paralyzed.    This  interest 
ikef    are    ready   enough    to     suspect    in     an 
offiee    bolder,    whose    established    moral    worth 
does  not  defy  suspicion;  and  hence  an  office  holder 
if  yerally  dead  at  the  polls,  if  he  does  not  actually 
Bijare  the  eaoae  he  attempts  to  support.    All  ezpe- 
lieaee  is  in  favor  of  this  position,  and  wherever 
Ike  Administration  has^most  office  holders,  there  are 
ilB  defeats  the  roost  signal.    .It  is  true,  though  an 
cAoe  holder  cannot  l»e  efficient  in  favor  of  the  Ad- 
ministration under  which  he  acts,  he  may  be  very 
naneh    so  against  it.    Apparently,    then,    he    is 
■eiin^  against  his  interests,  and  the  soundest  jodg- 
neni  would  infer  that  nothing  but  the  deepest  con- 
rietions  cf  right,  foanded  u^ion   unquestionable 
means  of  knowledge,  would  induce  him  so  to  ret. 
Bat   a  man  advocating  the  Adminisiraiion  under 
vlsich  he  serves,  is  scarcely  believed,  although  he 
MiririT  his  assertions  by  the  most  convincing  proofs. 
nhe  people  are  ready  enough  to  adopt  the  idea  that 
le  who  has   the  control  of  a  man's  bread,  has  the 
oatTol  of  the  man,  and  to  act  with  c^irre^pondent 
tiatrost;  and  in  that  distrust  is  the  true  security 
ipataat  improper  influence,  and  not  in  legislative 
mauetmenu      It  answers  well  in    declamation  to 
0j<i  op  this  idea  to  the  people  "that  control  over 
te  inao^  bread  is  control  over  the  man,"  in  order 
I  keep  them  walchful,  and  the  politician  deservc^s 
9  t>lanie  for  so  doing.    But  it  is  a  fit  Rubject  only 
pr  declamation,  as  applied  tn  the  politics  of  our 
Kiiitfy;  for  however  true  as  an  abstract  proposi- 
EMS,  thete  are  no  facts  to  give    it  application.    It 
mot  true  that  the  President  has  control  over  the 
ffeaMJ    of    the   officeholders,  fur  he  itan  neither 
nor    diminish     their    salaries.      It   is 
h«    may    dismls'i    them    from    office,    but 
oaikBOt    do     so   without   danger    to    btm- 


self,  excfpi  upon  suMcicni  reas^^n.  Ko  far 
is  It  from  Lcio^  tiuo,  that  the  Pri'siiieot  can 
exercise  this  control,  that  it  has  become  exceeding- 
ly fashionable  for  the  office  holders  to  be  clamo- 
rously against  him;  and  it  is  little  leas  than  a  libef 
upon  the  people  of  this  country  to  say  that  there  is 
dagger  of  their  b«ing  controlled  by  the  offiee  hold- 
ers, or  that  they  may  be  seduced  by  them  into 
givihg  improper  votes.  A  few  individuals  here 
and  there  may  possibly  be  inflaenoed,  but  no  gene- 
ral control  can  be  exercised*  Man  is  frail  in  his 
best  estate,  and  may  beoormpted;  and  if  the  means 
existed  to  sufficient  extent,  bribery  might  control 
the  elections.  But  stopping  short  ol  that,  the  agents 
of  the  Administration,  should  it  think  proper  to 
employ  any,  would  be  worse  than  useless  in  pro- 
curing votes.  Happily,  the  means  of  bribery  are 
very  limited,  and  the  offence  is  already  sufficiently 
checked  by  the  laws  of  the  States,  who  possess  the 
only  competent  authority  upon  the  subject. 

y.  But  there  is  an  objection  to  the  bill, 
which,  if  possible,  lies  still  deeper  than 
those  before  noticed.  Whether  taken  as  it 
stands,  or  amended  as  proposed,  it  is  essen- 
tially one  of  the  ma^t  tyrannical  measures  ever 
proposed  in  this  body.  1.  In  the  first  place,  it 
sets  forth  the  offence  proposed  to  be  punished  in 
terms  so  very  indefinite,  that  an  act,  inconsiderable 
in  itself,  may  become  the  snbject  of  most  enormous 
puoishment8.  It  is  a  maxim  lying  at  the  founda- 
tion of  all  wholesome  government,  that  the  punish- 
ment should,  in  the  sense  of  the  community,  bear 
some  proportion  to  the  offence.  This  principle  is 
by  this  bill  utterly  disregarded.  If  a  man  shall  but 
say  a  certain  candidate  is  well  qualified  for  the 
office  to  which  he  aspires,  he  must,  in  the  present 
form  of  the  bill,  be  declared  infamous,  and  fined 
five  hundred  dollars,  and  either  in  its  present  or 
amended  form,  be  dismissed  from  office.  Now 
does  any  man  perceive  a  just  proportion  here  be- 
tween the  offence  and  the  pnnishmenti  Well  might 
the  report  say  the  people  of  this  country  would 
never  consent  to  the  execution  of  snch  a  law.  They 
never  wou!d  agree  that  a  man  who  holds  an  office 
emanating  from  them,  should  be  thus  bowed  down 
in  a  slavery  more  grinding  than  that  of  any  Afri- 
can in  the  country. 

Second.  It  is  tyrannical  in  that  it  invades  the 
sanctity  of  the  private  circle,  and  begets  suspicion, 
and  jealousy,  and  caution,  where  the  most  un- 
bounded confidence  and  freedom  should  forever 
reign.  Under  it,  a  man'sown  household  may  furnish 
enemiea  for  his  destruction.  As  the  bill  standi, 
the  hope  of  gain  is  held  out  to  them,  to  induce  its 
members  to  become  80$  and,  should  one  of  them 
think  proper  to  charge  him  falsely,  there  if  no  mode 
of  rebutting  the  charge;  he  cannot  prove  a  nega- 
tive. The  son  may  unwillingly  be  made  the  ac- 
cuser of  his  own  father,  nay,  in  the  progress  of  de- 
pravity, one  may  be  found  a  swia  witness  in  the 
destruction  of  a  venerable  parent.  English 
history  furnishes  such  instances.  The  conscious- 
ness that  the  slightest  expression  may  be  construed 
into  a  persuasion  or  dissuasion,  will  cause  one 
member  of  the  same  family  to  look  with  suspicion 
upon,  and  speak  with  caution  l>efore  another.  Th< 
great  value  of  our  institutions  of  Government  is  the 
security  and  protection  they  throw  around  the  do- 
mestic circle;  but  when  they  are  rendered  the  de- 
stroyers of  all  its  confidence  and  innocent  freedom, 
they  may  truly  be  Eard  to  be  worse  than  war,  pes- 
tilence, and  faorine.  Let  os  suppose  a  case:  A 
venerable  man,  surrtmnded  by  sons  and  sons-in- 
law — one  who  has  grown  gray  in  the  service  of  his 
country — is  the  holder  of  an  office;  his  sons  and 
sons-in-law  hold  conversstion,  in  his  presence,  re- 
specting some  pending  election,  and  he* finds  them 
ail  inclined  to  vote  in  favor  of  a  man  whom  he 
knows  to  be  a  Cataline  at  heart,  and  ready  to  seize 
the  earliest  opportunity  of  prostrating  the  institu- 
tions of  his  country;  yet  is  be  condemned  to  silence, 
or  doomed  to  endure  the  penalties  of  this  ruthless 
law  I  Or,  to  make  the  case  still  stronger,  one  of 
these  persons,  who  are  by  nature  entitled  to  the 
fruits  of  his  wisdom  and  experience,  turns  to  him 
a.  d  asks  his  opinion.  His  lips  are  sealed;  he 
dare  not  utter  a  word;  and,  from  one  of  the  holiest 
offices  of  paternal  love,  is  cruelly  cut  .off.  Can  a 
bill,  producing  such  results,  deaerve  any  coante- 


nance  from  the  Senate?    Does  it  not  fill  every  bo- 
Nom  with  honor  in  their  contemplation? 

Thirdly.  It  is  tyrannical,  inasmuch  as  it  inter- 
feres with  the  rights  of  common  conversation  among 
neighbors.  If  a  man  is  so  unfortunate  as  to  hold 
an  office,  however  intimate  the  f  joting  upon  which 
he  may  be  with  a  friend,  politics,  that  subject  so  in- 
teresting to  every  man  under  a  free  Government, 
must  be  altogether  excluded  from  their  conversa- 
tion. It  is  impossible  tocouceivc  of  tyranny  moia 
absolute  than  that  which  stands  forth  embodied  in 
this  bill. 

Fourthly.  Again:  this  tyranny  is  rendered  doubly 
oppressive  to  its  victims,  from  its  partial  opera* 
tion.  Distinctions  are  made  by  it  between  difilerent 
classes  of  office  holders.  Misery  loves  compa- 
ny, and  the  sorrows  of  ihe  captive  are  always  em- 
bittered by  contrasting  his  condition  with  that  of 
those  who  are  sporting  in  the  air  frec'iom.  Why 
is  tl.JA  distinction  made  among  different  clas.>es  of 
office  holders?  Are  those  upon  whom  the  law  is  in- 
tended to  operate  more  likely  in  be  mischievous 
than  those  who  are  left  free  from  its  fetters?  Sure- 
ly not.  The  humble  officers  are  the  subjects  of  Ihe 
law,  while  the  aristocratic  officers  are  left  free. 
The  district  attorneys,  those  gentlemen  on  whoee 
lips  dwell  the  notes  of  soft  persuasion,  are  left  ai 
large  to  practice  snch  electioneering  arts  as  may 
suit  them.  Unfortunately,  but  few  officers  are 
found  friendly  to  the  Democratic  canse..  This  is 
not  the  time  or  place  to  inquire  into  the  reason,  but 
it  is  a  melancholy  truth  that  a  very  large  portion  of 
the  lawyers  and  merchants  of  the  country  are  op- 
posed u  a  Democratic  administration  of  the  Gk)- 
vemment. 

fifthly.  A  fi(\h  objection  to  the  bill  is,  that  it 
forces  upon  the  Executive  removal  from  office.  I 
speak  not  of  it  now  as  I  did  when  I  objected  to  it 
as  an  invasion  of  the  Constitution  similar  to  that  of 
the  alien  law,  bat  in  a  totally  different  point  of 
view.  How  frequently  do  we  hear  upon  this  floor 
of  Executive  patronage,  and  what  complaints  are 
made  whenever  the  President  exercises  his  consti- 
tutional pow^r  of  removal?  It  never  happens  but 
the  motives  of  the  President  are  impugned,  and  the 
torch  of  party  strife  is  lighted.  This  bill  proposes 
greatly  to  multiply  and  aggravate  this  evil.  When- 
ever any  one  shall  be  removed  pnder  it,  the  ele- 
ments of  civil  strife  will  be  set  in  moiion.^  Every 
man  removed  wilt  have  his  friends,  who  will  ques- 
tion the  propriety  of  the  act.  They  will  conceive 
that  a  ktignia  has  been  unjustly  placed  upon  one 
whom  they  esteem  and  love,  and  in  their  efforts  to 
remove  that  stigmr,  they  will  endeavor  to  hurl  the 
magistrate  from  his  place.  Politicians  will  lay  hola 
of  this  excitement,  and  political  feud<,  now  suffi- 
ciently hitler,  will  more  and  more  distract  the  na- 
tion. The  fabled  apple  of  discord,  if  caused  to  rol  I 
abroad  through  the  country,  could  scarcely  be  more  - 
fruitful  in  the  production  of  strife. 

VI.  Another  objection  to  the  bill  is,  that  it 
is  calculated  to  degrade  morally  the  holders  of  of- 
fiee. It  will  fix  upon  them  a  disgraceful  mark, 
and  lower  them  in  their  own  estimation.  Who 
does  not  know,  who  has  not  felt,  the  sustaining 
power  of  a  consciousness  of  being  held  in  hi^h  mo- 
ral estimation  by  his  fellow  men  against  the  pres- 
sure of  temptation?  As  long  as  a  man  can  main- 
tain a  consciousness  of  his  own  moral  elevation, 
there  is  little  danger  of  his  falling  into  disgraceful 
acts;  but  as  soon  as  you  force  him  to  place  a  low 
estimate  on  his  own  moral  worth,  you  accomplish 
one  step,  at  least,  in  his  downward  progress.  When 
you  fix  on  him  the  stigma  of  baseness,  you  go  far 
towards  preparing  him  for  base  deeds.  Upon  the 
general  mornl  elevation  of  our  citizens  depends  the 
permanency  of  our  institutions.  By  degrading 
your  officers,  you  tend  towards  the  degra^lalion  of 
the  people  also.  "A  little  leaven  leaveneih  the 
whole  lump;**  and  with  still  more  rapidity  does  mo- 
ral contagion  spread  through  society.  This  is,  to 
mc,  a  powerful  argument  against  the  bill. 

But  all  arguments  in  favor  of  the  bill  having 
faile.l,  an  effort  is  made  to  rest  it  upon  that  which 
is  always  resorted  to  for  the  support  of  thai  which 
has  nothing  else  tosustain  it— precedent.  And  from 
whence  is  the  precedent  drawn?  From  England ! 
And  at  the  very  mention  of  tbe  name  of  England, 
the  heart  of  the  Senator  from  Virginia  [Sdr.  Rivaa] 
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rcctned  \a  be  Warmed  with  a  sort  of  sacred  fire, 
and  he  borat  forth  Into  an  impassioned  enlogium 
upon  her  iostitu lions.  I  could  not  bat  be  reminded 
of  Mr.  Ilamilton's  remark,  that  the  British  consii- 
luuoii,  with  all  its  corruptions,  was  the  most  per- 
fect systeori  of  Government  that  ever  ezisied.  We 
h;ive  heard  enough,  in  by-gone  years,  of  English 
ifiMiiaUoRS— 
[Here  Mr.Rivss  disclaimed  having  eulogised 

.  Biiiisb  insUtmions  as  they  existed.  He  spoke 
merely  of  ihe  great  principles  they  contained.] 
'  I  certainly  did  misundenitand  the  Senator,  as  he 
has  explained  himself,  as,  I  doubt  not,  correctly. 
But  it  in  not  singular  I  should  have  misunderstood 
him,  for  the  drift  of  the  aigument  was  calculated 
to  mislead  me.  A  precedent  is  cited  from  Eng- 
land, and  the  object  is  to  give  force  to  that  prece- 
dent. The  natural  mode  of  doing  so  was  to  laud 
and  commend  to  our  favor  those  institulioBs,  of 
which  the  precedent  coosiiiuicd  a  part,  and  not  to 
eologii^  mere  abstiact  principles,  whicb  had  no 
particular  connection  with  the  precedent.  Bat  let 
that  paw.  I  believe  myself  the  British  consiitn- 
lion  has  many  excellencies,  bat  I  believe,  also,  it 
is  thoroughly  soaked  with  corruption  through  all  its 
pores.  I  du  not  believe,  vviih  the  Senator,  that  the 
free  principles  of  our  Government  were  derived 
from  the  British  constituiion.  Those  great  princi- 
ples had  their  existence  in  tl<e  clear  heads  and  pure 
ht'arts  of  the  framers  of  our  Constitution.  They 
did  noieniurafc  them  into  our  Constitution  because 
thc*y  were  in  the  British.  They  eschewed  the  evils 
of  iiie  British  constitution,  but  they  did  not  ihrow 
away  anything  that  was  good  because  it  happened 
to  he  there.  I  admit  they  surveyed  the  long 
traclc  of  ages,  and  gathered  from  it  a  large 
stock  of  experience.  The  history  of  England 
formed  a  portion  of  their  study,  and  helped  them 
in  maturing  their  great  designs;  but  the  great 
principles  upon  which  they  acted  existed  with* 
oht  ihc  Briii>h  constitution.  Our  Constitution 
contains  maoy  i!iiogs  in  common  with  the  British, 
boi  it  is  purged  ot  its  corruptions;  and  I,  for  one, 
am  no  willing  to  see  ihem  res^tored.     Was  it  be- 

.  cause  British  institutions  were  free  and  equal,  and 
just  in  their  operation,  that  our  forefathers  fled 
from  the  comfoits  of  home  and  civilicaiion  to  build 
up  an  empire  in  the  western  uilderness?  I  have 
always  heard  it  was  for  a  very  different  reason.  It 
vrar^,  as  I  have  learned,  that  they  might  rear  a 
fabric  of  liberty,  in  which  they  might  enjoy,  unmo- 
lested, those  rights  and  privileges  inestimable  to 
tbem,  which  the  British^Constitutiou  did  not  secure, 
fiat  it  is  not  only  insisted  that  we  ought  to  follow 
this  English  precedent,  but  that,  in  fact,  there  is  a 
greater  necessity  for  such  a  provision  here  than  in 
England.  We  are  told,  in  substance,  that  liberty 
is  in  more  danger  from  the  encroachments  of  the 
President  of  the  United  States  than  from  those  of 
the  King  of  Great  Britain,  and  that  because  the 
one  is  elective  and  the  other  hereditary.  And  is 
this  indeed  so?  It  is  wonderful,  then,  that  our 
forefaihrrs,  in  their  admiration  of  the  British  con- 
stitution, had  not  borrowed  from  it  an  hereditary 
monarch  along  with  the  other  admirable  features. 
It  is  strange  they  did  not  guard  against  the  dangers 
of  an  elective  Chief  Magistrate.  Their  views,  I 
fancy,  ma.«t  have  differed  from  those  of  the  Sena- 
tor from  Virginia.  The  Senator  then  proceeds  to 
point  out  Ihe  enormities  which  gave  rise  to  the  pre- 
cedent, and  draws  a  glowing  picture  of  the  tyranny 
pf  the  Stuarts.  It  is  a  little  singular  that,  among 
the  many  tyrannical  kiags  of  England,  whenever 
'  gen.lemrn  wish  to  portray  a  tyrant,  they  pounce 
upon  one  of  these  unifortanate  Stuart.kings.  I  am 
not  the  advocate  of  the  Stuarts,  nor  do  I  deny  the 
Hght^of  (he  people  of  Britain  to  expel  this  family  and 
choose  their  own  rulers,  but  I  mustinaiist  they  weie 
not  the  most  tyrannical  of  the  Briti!»h  Kings,  and 
that  when  Britain  exchanged  the  weak  and  bigoted 
James  for  his  ungrateful  son-in-law,  (to  say  the  least 
of  hiu])they  did  not  commit  themselves  to  the  govern- 
ment of  one  who  was  no  less  a  tyrant  But  what 
were  the  tyrannical  acts  of  these  odious.  Stuarts  to 
which  The  Senator  has  called  our  attention)  The 
first  is  closeting  with  members  of  Parliament;  and 
it  is  intimated  that  similar  acts  have  been  practised 
in  this  country.  When,  I  would  ask?  If  the  Se- 
nator had  specified  time  and  place,  perhaps  a  more 


definite  answer  might  be  given  to  the  charge.  Biit 
how  does  the  Senator  know  ihat  it  has  been  prac- 
tised! Flas  he  any  thing  but  vague  >nd  uncertain 
rumor?  I  admit,  if  it  has  been  practised  in  the 
.sense  intimated  by  the  Senator,  **it  is  a  grievous 
fault,  and  grievously  sheuld  Ceesar,  (or  any  body 
else)  answer  iu"  Bat  does  the  Senator  speak 
e»  cathedra?  Does  he  mean  to  say  it  was  practised 
when  he  ia  supposed  to  hav«  bad,  in  a  peculiar  de- 
gree, the  ear  of  the  Executivel  If  so,  he  ought  to 
have  informed  us  of  this  before.  There  was  a 
time  when  it  was  his  right,  and  even^his  duty  to 
have  made  the  disclosure.  But  alter  having  slum- 
bered upon,  I  will  not  say  his  rights,  but  his  duty, 
for  so  long  a  time,  it  seems  a  little  oat  of  place  to 
make  the  charge  now.  It  forcibly  reminds  me  of 
an  anecdote  which  is  said  to  have  occurred  some 
years  ago  in  my  own  town.  There  reskied  a  cer- 
tain preacher,  remarkable  for  his  eloquence,  and 
equally  so  fur.  his  high  estimate  of  his  own 
powers.  There  also  resided  a  lawyer,  far  ad- 
vanced in  life,  who,  although  not  much  in- 
terested in  matters  of  religion,  yet  for  fash- 
ion *s  sake,  or  the  pleasure  derived  from  listen- 
ing to  the  eloquemee  of  the  preacher,  occasionally 
went  to  hear  him,  and  especially  of  an  evening, 
when  a  hearty  dinner,  washed  down  with  a  glass 
or  two  of  good  wine,  rendered  the  lawyer  rather  in- 
clined to  doze.  Under  these  circumstances,  even 
the  eloquence  of  the  preacher  did  not  serve  always 
to  keep  him  awake.  This  rather  nettled  the  di- 
vine, who  could  not  bear  to  think  that  any  intelli- 
gent listener  could  fkll  asleep  under-  his  exhorta- 
tions. One  Sabbath  evening  he  took  the  law>er  to 
task  for  this  violation  of  decorum,  and  by  way  of 
enforcing  his  admonition,  **Do  you  not  know," 
said  he,  "that  I  will  be  called  upon  at  the  last  day 
to  testily  aga  nst  you  for  all  these  things?"  *'lf 
you  should  be  called  uppn,"  replied  the  ready  law- 
yer, **I  do  not  doubt  you  will  willmgly  testify,  for  I 
have  always  heard  the  greatest  rogues  are  apt  to 
turn  Suite's  evidence."  Now  I  do  not  mean  lo  apg 
ply  any  opprobrious  epithet  to  the  Senator  from 
Vi.ginia,  or  to  insinuate  that  he  has  acted  disho- 
nestly. I  only  mean  forcibly  to  convey  the  idea 
thftt  a  man  bringing  such  charges  against  an  Ad- 
ministration of  which  he  once  formed  a  part,  and 
with  which  he  has  since  fallen  out,  does  not  stand 
in  an  enviable  position.  But  if,  as  I  believe,  the 
Senator  had  nothing  but  idle  rumor  whereon  to 
ground  his  chaige,be  is  certainly  to  blame  in  lend- 
ing the  sanction  of  his  name,  from  the  place  he 
occupies,  to  an  accusation  so  grave,  upon  such  au- 
thority, and  basing  thereupon  a  serious  argument. 
The  next  complaint  against  the  Stuarts  is,  that 
circulars  were  issued  advising,  commanding,  and 
seducing  the  people  to  vote  for  particular 
candidates;  and  the  Senator  again  intimates 
that^  the  same  thing  has  been  practised  in  this 
country,  and  singles  out  the  SecreUry  at  War  as 
the  guilty  person.  He  then  burst  forth  into  an 
impassioned  eulogy  upon  the  disUnguished  gen- 
tleman whom  he  supposes  to  have  been  the  victim 
of  this  interference.  Now  I  am  not  at  all  disposed 
to  question  the  merits  of  the  gentleman  on  whom 
the  eulogy  is  bestowed,  or  to  deny  its  justice.  Bnt 
I  mu&t  be  pardoned  for  saying,  it  is  out  of  place 
at  present,  as  the  defeat  of  that  gentleman  has 
nothing  to  do  with  the  subject  under  discussion.  I 
have  high  authority  for  declaring  that  the  charge 
against  the  Secretary  is  altogether  founded  in  mis- 
apprehension. If  the  gentlemen  on  the  other  side 
have  any  cai\se  to  complain  of  him  upon  that  sub- 
ject, it  is  for  refusing  to  intermeddle  in  the  elec- 
tion. It  is  known  to  every  one,  that  up  to  the 
time  of  his  taking-  oflSce  imder  the  present  Admi- 
nistration, no  roan  stood  higher  before  the  country 
for  his  talent,  his  patriotism  and  moral  worth,  than 
the  Secretary  of  War.  On  an  important  occasion 
he  signalized  the  honor  of  your  flag,  more  than  he 
could  have  done,  had  he  borne  it  in  triumph  over 
an  euianguined  field,  Bnt  no  sooner  does  he  be- 
come a  member  of  the  Administration,  than  the 
shafts  of  malice  are  levelled  at  his  fame.  Suchisthc 
Moloch  spirit  of  psrty,  and  that,  too,  among  thoae 
who  cry  out  the  loudest  against  party!  Nay 
more,  upon  the  vague  sormises  of  a  party  press,  a 
charge  is  selemniy  brought  against  him  upon  the 
floor  of  the  Senate. 


Thtse  weie  some  of  the  evils  complained  of 
under    the    Sluarts,    and   this    is    the    preoedeat 
of  facts.     And    these   evils,  we    are    told,  the 
glorious  Whigs  of   th^t  day   ailempicd  to   reme- 
dy,   and    1   fancied  there  was  something  in  the 
manner  and   tone  of  voice,  in  the  allusion  to  tlK 
glorious    Whigs   of   that    day,   which    seemed  to 
glance  ofi'  to  the  glorUms   Whiga  of  the  presnt 
day,  on  this  side  of  the  Atlantic.  And  I  thought  there 
was  an  intimiiiion  that  the  glorious  Whigs  of  this 
day  should  imitate  the  glorioiu  Whigs  of  that  in 
their  noble  achievements.     There  was  a  time,  1 
think,  .when  the  Senator  from  Virginia  would  aot 
be  found  cheering  on  the  Whigs  of  the  presei»t  day 
to  any  et^terpritx;  when  he  would  have  looked 
upon  any  triumph  of  theirs,  as  a  triumph  over  fte 
true  interests  of  the  country.      What  then  has 
wrought  this  change  in   his  opinion  and  feelisgi? 
But  I  do  not  desire  to  assume  the  office  of  catechist 
tu  the  Senator,  or  to  render  him  my  political  cate- 
chumen.   1  will  content  myself  with  the  inqaiiy,  U 
the  Senator  does  not  desire  the  triumphs  of  the 
Whigs  of  the  present  day,  why  lfai:i  significmut  sueis 
upon  tlie  glorious  If^higs  of  England?    But  if  the 
glorious  precedent  must    be  followed,  why  stop 
short?  We  have  seen  what  was  the  precedent  of  fact, 
let  us  now  see  what  is  the  precedent  of  lav.  It  was 
not  only  that  office  holders  should  not  meddle  iAele^ 
tions,  bat  that  they  should  not  vole,  and  that  oo 
public  contractor  should  sit  in  ParliamcDt.     If  the 
precedent  is  to  be  our  guide  and  reason  for  actiea, ' 
why  stop  short  of  the  point  to  which  it  condoctsi 
Is  it  the  intention  of  gentlemen,  when  they  have 
carried   out   the   principle   of   prohibiting  inter- 
ference,  to   go  stiK    farther,   and   adopt  all  tbi 
features  of  the  precedent?     There  is  great  foiee, 
and  beauty,  and  propriety  in  the  favorite  maxia 
of  the  Senator.    *'lt  is  the  firs:  step  that  eosis:"  and 
never  was  there  a  time  when  this  maxim  more  de- 
served to  be  heeded. .   Imagination  following  ibe 
direction  in  which  thi^  bill  points,  is  incapable  of 
perceiving  the  termination  of  its  course,  but  enongh 
is  perceived  to  make  us  start  back  with  honor. 
Bot  if  gentlemen  had  thought  of  pressing  their 
measure  to  the  fullest  extent  of  the  precedent,  Um9 
know  that   the  people    of  this  country  are  net 
prepared  for  such  a  step.      This  is  a  mere  fea- 
tative  measure.      The  people  are  first  tried  wii^ 
a    lighter   chain,    and  when  accustomed  to   iMt 
the  heavier  will  be  applied.    According  to  the  9^ 
mark  of  that  great  man,  a  part  of  wirose  esxf  I 
read  from  the  Globa  of  yesterday,  the  tendenef  -ef 
this  bill  is  to  weaken  the  confidence  of  the  pecfk 
in  their  officers. 

Bui   there   is,    in   truth,  no  parallel  bet—ea 
the  complaints   of  the    Whigs    of   England  <C 
that  duff  aud  the  Whigs  of  this  country  ai  AAs. 
The  English   Whigs  complained  of  the  personal 
intert'erenoe  of  the  king,  or  directly  thruagli  his 
officers.    But  the  bill  is  predicated  upon  n  sap- 
posed  interference  t  f  the  office  holdeiB,  If  om  tker 
own  head  and  imagination,  and  not  upon  the  ott^ 
gation  of  the  President,    if  other wise^  'ihe  roswln 
sion  of  the  bill  is  most  lame  and  impotenL     It  fm^ 
peses  to  make   the  very  man  who  procmvn  Ite , 
act  to  be  done,  to  punish  those  who  perpetrma  JL 
As  if,  supposing  the  President  to  be  so  lost  i 
sense  of  propriety  and  official  int^ity,  as  ac 
to  employ  his  officers  in  the  management  of  i 
tions,  he  would  hesitate  to  retain  tbem 
places  after  it  was  done,  in  defiance  of  your  I 
The  contrary  expeciation  would  be  about  as 
sonabte  as  that  of  tb?  valiant  knight  of  LaMaaal^ 
that  his  faithful  Sancho  would  flagellate  himjt 
unmercifully  with  many  stripes,  that  the  fair  IM^ 
cinea  might  be  diseochanted. 

But  the  Senator  cites  us  another  precedent 
from  the  Constitution  itself,  which  declares  i 
public'  officer  i^hall  have  a  seat  in  either  Hn 
Congress.  But  this  does  not  meet  the  dii 
'Of  the  prf'senl  case  at  all.  There  is  no  parirf 
tween  a  constifutional  provision  and  a  Lege 
enactment. 

Another  precedent  is  quoted  from  the  la^ 
Virginia,  whidh  prohibits  an  officer  under  the 
ted  Stales  from  holding  office  under  the  Stale 
ginia;  and  the  Senator  might  have  died 
precedenu  from  other  States;  bat  this  has 
to  do  with  the  question.    No  one  denies  it, 
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repMi«mflM^  that  ^  Slates  bave  a  right  to  legis- 
UteoB  this  subject,  if  they  think  proper, 

i«8utf  (iSTs  the  report.l  if  any  mischier  has  arisen  or  may 
UM  /mm  ui»  aourri),  the  lej^itimate  rernoJy  mu^t  be  sought 
sodfcQD.I  in  the  le«Mtetion  of  the  wvf  ral  Scales,  whoae  eonsu* 
tatl«aaltliityit»topreBCrtb4iheprivii(»ffes  ami  immunMied  of 
itMif  eitizeiii,  Tree  froin  ibo  control  of  FtiUeral  legis  at  ion." 

Bat,  sir,  the  .subject  »s  ati  exceedingly  delicate 
ooe.  I  deny  that  any  evil  exists.  But  if  it  does, 
it  had  better  be  borne  than  to  attempt  iis  remetfy  by 
ihe  means  proposed.  If  I  were  conscious  of  some 
disease  in  the  eye,  however  threatening  might  be 
.  its  eh iiacter,  sooner  than  sn^er  it  to  be  dealt  with 
by  an  unskilful  hand,  I  would  take  the  chance  of 
anjresnU.  This  bill  is  one  of  the  most  dani^erous 
assaalts  npon  the  integrity  of  our  in^^titations  [  have 
(wr  known,  and  is  well  calculated,  if  it  pas!<es,  to- 
tally to  change  them.  It  is  hi(>hly  mischievous  in 
that  by  assamption,  its  tendency  is  erroneously  to 
impress  the  public  mind  a^  to  facts  and  principles. 
Now,  I  do  not  impute  to  the  Senator  from  Ken- 
iQcky,  who  framed  the  bill,  any  deMgn  to  over- 
throw ih<*  institutions  of  his  country.  But  I  speak 
01  tbetendeacies  of  the  bill,  and'believe  the  state  of 
niod  ander  which  it  has  been  brought  forward,  is 
happily  described  jn  a  short  newspaoec  panigraph, 
which  I  will  take  the  liberty  of  r^adin;*  to  the  Se- 
nate: 

"Mr.  Crittbsden's  biu. -Paitles,  a*  well  ae  h  "•iduals, 
art  Hable  to  roonoinania.  They  are  apt  to  bcoome  in^<ine  upon 
puiiniiar  pointa  and  though  auction  ioav  neve,  irnagine  itaelf 
10  bei  i«a  kettle,  or  to  bave  gla-*!*  Ie>;<<,  <w  hae  been  the  case  with 
pefmis  who  were  •pecitfcally  iJenn>e<<.  yet  faciiona  sometime* 
enotrivf  to[«»eH  theoieelves  oi  an  idea  which  is  Bcarc«ly  leas 
rilicaloQs.  The  nntveraal  VVhi^  p-trty  of  the  Untied  estates  is  a 
corioajinBuinceorihisi.  Having  been  continually  dn'eated  fur 
a  1*1?  series  of  years,  under  every  varioiy  of  name  and  every 
asnuption  of  principle  that  ing.^niiiiy  could  devise,  they 
inally  came  to  the  conclusion  that  there  must  become  diabi'ene 
a.' irork— that  nothing  less  than  a  new  element  coulJ^KMsibly  so 
oftea  overthrow  a  body-so  rich  in  means,  so  able,  and  so  reraarie- 
abiy  clerer.  After  long  and  close  study,  which,  lil<e  much  ^hi* 
iMDphical  inv«iiii:j;atimi,  overlooked  obvious  causes  as  too  sim- 
ple (0  DOHJuce  givat  re«<uits,  our  opponen's  hapneneJ  to  think 
of  '^office,  holder!!,"  and  fmhwith  bclieyed  that  they  had 
rnehad  the  true  reason  of  ibair  vixaiious  failures.  From  that 
QiWfio  the  present,  this  comp-')<Jnd  word  has  been  their  resort 
oa  ercry  occosiOTi.  Wlien  preparing  for  buile,  they  talk  of 
odiee  botderS)  and  when  flving  from  (he  field  in  diflcumflture, 
dxr  Milt  cry  office  holders." 

Wow,  .sir,  believing,  as  I  do,  and  as  I  have  had 
frequent  occasion  to  remark,  that  if  any  one  .soffers 
fion  office  holders  in  elections,  it  is  the  Administra- 
lioD  party,  I  yet  prefer  submitting  to  the  evil,  such 
asil  is,  than  to  tamper  with  a  subject  so  very  deli- 
cate. I  think  li^e  existing  laws,  if  properly  en- 
roieed,go  far  enough,  and  that  an  attempt  to  ex- 
tcad  theoi  further  would  threaten  seriously  consti- 
tutional liberty.  I  am  for  adopting  the  language 
of  the  English  barons  on  a  remarkable  occa.^ion, 
and  hope  the  Senate  will,  with  one  voice,  exclaim 
»pon  this  subject,  ^olamus  iJ/nericoce  leges  mn- 
tare— We  are  an  willing  to  change  the  law  t.f 
A'ceiica. 


SPEECH  OF  MR.  NORVKLL. 
Ov  Michigan, 

h  SenaU,  February  IG,  1839— On  the  bill  of  Mr. 

Cbittenden  to  prevent  the  interferences  of  certtiin 

Federal  officers  in  elections. 

Mr.  NORVi'XL  rcse  and  said:  Before  I  pro- 
epd,  Mr.  Prtisident,  to  present  my  views  of  the  bill 
i6w  under  consideration,  I  doire  to  perform  an 
tH  of  justice  to  my  Whig  friends  on  the  other  side 
£lhe  Senate,  and  to  a  di-^linguii-hed  statesman  of 
j^Rppu^lican  party,  once  a  member  of  this  body. 
piras  the  mi^rortane  of  that  eminent  statesman,  in 
bidicaiing  the  removals  and  appointments  made 
f  President  Jackson,  to  uttrr  the  seriiiment,  that 
to  The  vic'or  belong  iho  spoils."  For  that  dv>c- 
inc  he  has  rrceiveil  the  unqualified  denunciations 
Tlhe  Opposition;  and  his  party  friends  have  shared 
1  equal  degree  of  condemnation  for  confirming, 
r  their  policy,  fhe  principip  which  he  avowed, 
[y  purpose  now  is  to  show  that  Governor  Marcy 
not  enlitif  d  to  the  cre.Iit  of  first  proclaiming  this 

the  rul«  of  poliiii'al  warfare;  fiat  its  origin  is  to 

traced  to  a  Whisj  soutcc,  and  its  example  and 
acf'ce  to  t*.e  Fcvl'ral  party  of  :MAsSiir.hi"^et!^\  in 
esfconi  V'luine  of  the  liifc  o'  M*>iiJre  G-^nv, 
iiten  by  Jaiii-.'s  T.  A':-':n,  now  th-'  aMe  V/h  j^ 
lorney  General  of  that  Sa'r,  and  ihe  biogiaphir 
Mr.  Gerry,  I  find  these  passagev: 
Mr.  Gerry  entered  upon  the  office  of  Gorernor 
Massachusetts  twenty-nine  years  ago.    At  that 


''me,  says  his  biographer,  **wiili  ih«  directors  of 
Political  parlies  the  long  retirement  of  Mr.  G^rry 
^ad  given  him  no  opportunity  to  become  intimate. 
The  chanees  which  lime  had  made  in  the  members 
of.  the  different  departments  of  the  Government^ 
had  left  him  almost  withoat  personal  acquaintance 
With  them;  and  the  desire  which  his  party  had  to 
place  his  name  as  a  candidate  at  their  head,  had 
itself,  if  there  had  been  no  other  reason,  rendered 
bis  advance  to  the  Chief  Magkitracy  wholly  inde- 
pendent of  all  conditions,  stipnlations  and  expec- 
tancies. In  his  own  political  sentiinents,  matured 
as  they  were  by  time  and  experience,  he  was  im- 
movably confirmed;  but  in  regard  to  individuals  or 
parties,  other  than  as  they  came  recommended*  by 
character  and  conduct,  he  was  impartial,  nnfet- 
tered,  and  independent.  But,  after  all,  what 
is  the  wvrth  ^  a  victory,  \f  Uu  tnemy  are  oi- 
hwtd  to  poaeu  thb  spoils?  Of  what  conse- 
quence is  it  who  are  masters  of  the  field,  so 
long  as  the  vanquished  retain  their  possey'^ion.^? 
The  battle  between  the  great  political  parties 
had  been  fought  at  the  ballot  boxes  again  and 
again,  and  constant  defeat  had  embittered  and 
exasperated  the  disappointed  competitors.  They 
beheld,  for  a  long  series  of  years,  the  honors  and 
emolaments  of  office,  the  pride  of  place  and 
dignityof  station,  held  by  their  political  adversa- 
ries, antil  the  reproach  of  being  a  Democrat  was 
coA&idered  as  impassable  a  barrier  to  public  sta- 
tioq  as  the  want  of  moral  character  or  intellectual 
ability."  ''The  judicial  department,  the  most  sta- 
ble and  the  most  efficient  in  its  operation,  was, 
from  the  chief  justice  to  the  crier  of  the  court, 
wholly  in  Federal  bands.  As  a  consequence  rf 
this,  the  bar,  with  hardly  sufficient  exception  to  be 
noticed,  added  all  the  force  of  professional  charac- 
ter to  Ihe  Federal  cause.  The  literatare  of  the 
State,  so  farBs  it  had  official  form,  was  under  the 
same  control.  Colleges  and  learned  societies 
seeqied  to  have  settled  a  sort  of  common  law,  that 
the  honors  of  science  would  be  as  inappropriately 
besterwed  upon  Democracy,  as  the  chef  d'csueref  of 
taste  upon  the  aborigines  of  the  country.^*  ''It  had 
been  the  policy  of  the  Federalists  to  inspire  the 
opinion,  and  it  was  probably  their  belief,  for  self- 
love  is  exceedingly  credulous  of  praise,  that  in  their 
ranki  were  eUl  the  to/ento,  tmd  all  the  learnings  and 
all  the  moral  eharaeter  of  the  emudrys  and  as  the 
llomans  looked  upon  the  rest  of  mankind  as  barba- 
rians, so  they  were  pleased  to  consider  their  fellow- 
citizens,  oa  the  Democratic  side,  as  little  better  than 
the  Gh)ths  and  Vandals,  into  whose  power  had  ua-  . 
fortanttely  fallen  the  heritage  of  the  State.*' 

The  Senator  from  Massachnselts  [Mr.  Wusrsa] 
inquires  from  what  book  I  have  read  these  pas- 
sages; and  asks  wheihei  I  do  not  know  that  Governor 
Gerry  belonged  to  my  parly,  and  was  turned  ont 
in  one  year?  If  the  Senator  bad  not  been  inat- 
tentive, he  would  bave  heard  it  distinctly'  an- 
noaneed,  that  the  book  which  I  have  just  laid  down 
was  the  biography  of  Eibridge  Gerry,  written  by 
James  T.  Austin,  the  piet^ent  attorney  general  of 
Massachusetts.  It  is  the  production  of  a  modern 
Whig,  sir,  now  in  the  enjoyment  of  "the  spoils"  of 
Federal  victory.  He  it  is,  and  not  Governor  Marcy, 
who  first  proclaimed  "the  spoils"  doctrine,  and  de- 
manded what  was  the  value  of  a  triumph,  if  the 
yauqaished  were  suffered  "to  retain  their  posNes- 
sionti?"  He  was  describing  the  practice  of  the 
Federal  party  when  in  power,  their  proscription 
from  office  of  every  Democratic  Republican,  and 
their  strict  adherence  to  the  principle,  that  "to  the 
victor  belong  the  spoils."  Sir,  I  de  know  that 
Governor  Gerry  was  of  my  party.  He  was  not  dis- 
missed in  one  year.  He  was  re-elected.  He 
acted  in  a  spirit  of  liberality  and  conciliation  to- 
wards bis  opponents  during  his  first  term.  He  de- 
viated from  that  course  in  his  second. 

In  the  history  of  parties  in  England,  we  have 
memorable  examples  of  the  secession  of  leaders 
ffom  their  early  friend",  and  tho  formation  of  alli- 
ances with  ancient  political  adversaries.  A  cordi- 
al union  for  the  common  object,  the  destruction  of 
ihe  existing  administration,  has  always  naturally 
ibllowed.  On  such  occasions,  the  necessity  of 
breaking  down  all  party  names,  in  order  to  form  a 
strong  body  in  opposition,  has  generally  been  well 
nndexfitood,  a^d  urged  with  matoal  ardor   and 


vigor.  Ulterior  views, and  ibc  diviaionof i«poils 
between  the  new  allies,  have  been. postponed  until 
the  common  enemy  has  been  vanquished.  Party 
spirit,  the  agitation  of  variant  principles,  as  be- 
tween the  different  members  of  the  coalition,  have 
been  deprecated;  and  measures  which  might  bring 
them  into  common  concert  have  been  devised,  and 
supported  with  zeal,  uniil  the  compact  has  been 
consolidated,  and  capable  of  moving  on  with  per- 
fect anion  and  harmony. 

A  conjuncture  of  this  sort  is  now  before  our 
eyes.  We  see  secessions  here,  and  in  some  of 
the  States,  from  the.  great  Republican  party  of  the 
country.  We  see  a  coalition  formed  and  forming 
in  Ihe  midst  of  us,  to  subvert  the  present  Republi- 
can Administration.  We  see  party  names  extin- 
guished, the  agitation  of  discordant,  principles 
hushed  into  profound  silence,  the  ulterior  views  of 
rival  chieftains  soppressed^'rom  public  observation, 
and  the  division  of  the  spoils  deferred  until  the 
power  of  parcelling  them  out  shall  have  been  com- 
pletely attained.  And,  sir,  I  am  much  mistaken, 
if  the  bill  before  us  be  nota  measure  devised  to  enable 
the  dawning  Whig  and  Conservative  coalition  to 
meet  on  common  ground,  and  to  prosecute  the  war 
against  us  without  the  danger  of  agitation  and 
discord  among  the  allied  leaders  of  Opposition. 

This  Government,  Mr.  President,  has  be«n  in 
operation  fifty  years.  It  has  rarely  transcended  its 
limited  powers.  When  it  has  gone  beyond  its  con- 
stitutional boundaries,  it  has  been  brought  back  to 
its  Republican  tack.  It  has  not  interfered  with  the 
right  of  suffrage,  which  belongs  exclu.sively  to  the 
States.  The  elective  franchise,  the  liberty  of  speech 
and  of  the  press,  have  been  left  to*  their  regOlaiion. 
The  General  Government,  except  during  the  short 
reign  of  terror  in  the -days  of  Federal  phrensy,  act- 
ing in  the  spirit  of  its  chartered  grant  of  power, 
has  abstained  from  invading  any  of  the  reserved 
rights  of  the  States.  The  abuses  committed  at 
elections  by  public  officers,  during  the  administra- 
tion of  the  elder  AdacftS,  goaded  Mr.  Jefferson  inU) 
the  utterance  of  impressive  animadversions  upon 
their  conduct.  He  admonished  those  of  his  ap« 
pointment  against  the  imitation  of  the  .example 
which  had  been  set  them.  He  warned  them  of  the 
consequences  which  would  result  from  the  pursuit 
of  such  a  course  of  mterfereoce  m  the  State  elec- 
tions. The  distinguished  leaders  of  the  Republican 
opposition  to  the  administration  of  the  younger 
Adams  directed  public  attention  to  the  corrupting 
iniuenee  of  Executive  patronage,  through  the 
medium  of  officers  of  Executive  appointment,  upon 
the  elections  of  the  country.  Pre>ident  Jackson 
considered  it  his  duty  to  denounce  the  practice  of 
bringing  the  influence  of  Executive  patronageto  bear 
uponthe  freedom  and  purity  of  the  Elective  franchise. 
But,  sir,  did  Mr.  Jefferson  ever  contemplate  the 
pawageofalaw  to  prohibit  public  officers  from 
freely  expressing  their  opinions  upon  all  political 
questions,  which  they  might  think  proper  to  discuss? 
Did  he  propose  any  thing,  as  a  remedy  for  the  evil, 
more  than  the  exertion  of  a  moral  influence,  the 
menace  of  Executive  displeasure,  to  restrain  the 
public  officers  from  improper  interference  in  elec- 
tions? Did  the  report  of  the  Senator  from  Missou- 
ri, the  speecb  of  the  Senator  from  Pennsylvania,  the 
inaugural  address  of  President  Jackxon,  the  repoit 
of  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina,  propo.-e  to 
check  that  interference  by  fines  and  perpetual  dis- 
abilitie&?  Sir,  in  the  most  exasperated  state  of  feel- 
ing against  the  outrages  perpetrated  by  a  few  pub-. 
lie  officers  at  popular  elections,  it  never  entered  the 
mind  of  a  Republican  statesman,  till  the  pre.«^ent 
day,  to  pass  penal  and  prascriptive  laws 
for  their  prevention  and  punishment.  It 
was  reserved  for  the^c  enlightened  days 
these  times  of  Oppxwition  purity,  to  suggest  the  ex- 
traordinary enactments  propoj^ed  in  th3  bill  now  be- 
fore th**.  Senate.  The  model  for  this  measure,  Mr. 
President,  has  been  sought  and  discovered  m  Bri- 
tish history.  It  has  been  drawn  from  the  ancient 
code  of  omnipotent  British  parliamentary  law. 
Principle  for  principle,  word  for  word,  letter  for 
letter,  the  glorious  model  has  been  faithfully  tran- 
scribed. Sir,  there  is  no  measure  of  proscription, 
there  is  no  attack  upon  the  free4pm  ofindiyidual  opi- 
nion, there  is  no  degree  of  puqtftvnent,.^hi(^  ^M 
not  find  its  precedent  in  BritW' mQi]J»  uithe 
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reigns  ot*  the  queens  and  kings  in  which  the  Sena- 
tor from  Kentucky  has  so  industriously  hunted  op 
the  prototype  of  his  bill.  If,  says  this  bill,  in  effect, 
yoorpublic  officer  expresses  an  opinion,  remove  him 
from  office.  If  be  mingles  with  his  fellow-citi- 
zens, and  exercises  his  constitutional  right  to  tell 
ihem  what  he  thinks  of  men  or  measures,  of  this 
candidate  or  that  candidate  f«r  their  suffrages,  fine 
him,  and  imprison  him  until  he  can  pay  the  fine. 
If  he  advances  an  argument  to  his  fellow-country- 
men; if  he  pursnades  or  dissuades  him,  cut  oflf  his 
head,  sir;  disable  him  from  ever  holding  another 
pobiie  office.  You  will  find  precedents  for  all  these 
things  in  British  history,  in  the  profligate  reigns  of 
male  tyrants,  and  of  female  tyrants,  too,  in  the 
fast-anchored  isle< 

Sir,  what  is  the  mischief  of  which  the  Senator 
from  Kentucky  [Mr.  Crittsnden]  complains;  and 
what  the  remedy  which  his  bill  suggests  for  that 
mischief?  The  evil  js  "the  interference  of  certain 
Federal  officers  in  elections."  Well,  sir,  I  unre- 
bervediy  admit  that  partial  abuses  have  been  com- 
mitted in  this  way.  I  admit  that  partial  evils 
spring  from  this  source.  But  in  thut,  as  in  the 
oiher  affairs  of  human  life,  *'all  partial  evil  *s  uni- 
versal good.!'  As  a  matter  of  propriety  and  deco- 
rum, from  feelings  of  self  respect  and  respect  to 
p u bl  ic  opinion ,'  as  representatives  of  ^  the  ch aracter 
and  dignity  of  their  Government,  yoor  public  offi- 
cers are  morally  bound  to  speak  and  to  act,  at  all 
times,  with  decorum  and  due  regard  lo  their  fellow- 
citizens.  They  are  bound  to  abstain  from  roise 
and  brawling  in  political  contests.  Some  of  them 
may  occasionally  fail  in  these  proper  observances. 
WheQ  they  do  so  fail,  the  correction  of  the  evil  is 
found  in  public  opinion.  That  invariably  con- 
demns them.  That  counteracts,  with  effect,  the 
transgressions  of  the  public  officer.  That  excites 
to  greater  vigilance,  to  more  zeal,  to  still  more  ani- 
mated exertions,  the  citizen  who  witnesses  and  dis- 
approves of  any  such  misconduct.'  In  the 
incFeased  ardor  of  the  contest,  in  the  stronger 
excitement  of  opposition,  the  people  find  the 
appropriate  remedy  for  the  tvil,  and  the 
ballot  box  vindicates  their  rights,  as  wall  as 
public  decency,  from  any  outrage  which  may  have 
l)«en  perpetrated  upon  them.  Besides,  sir,  the  of- 
fice-holder may  safely  be  left  to  the  office-seeker  uk 
the  conflict  of  elections.  He  who  is  in  pursuit  of 
a  favorite  object,  exerts  more  energy  for  its  attain- 
ment, than  its  possessor  does  to  retain  it.  This  it 
an  universal  principle  of  human  nature.  The  Se- 
nator from  Kentucky  is  mistaken  in  supposing  that 
the  office-seekers  are  on  the  same  side  with  the  of- 
fice-holders. To  a  partial  extent,  his  position  on 
this  point  is  true:  but  the  great  mass  of  aspirants 
for  office,  of  those  who  are  active  in  its  pursuit, 
are  in  the  opposition.  The  Senator  must  remem- 
ber the  outcry  with  which  these  walls  resounded, 
duiing  the  whole  adminisUration  of  General  Jack- 
son, against  the  removals  and  appointments  made 
by  that  a'iministration.  That  outcry,  sir,  was 
echoed  and  re-echoed  from  the  Atlantic  to  the 
Mississippi,  from  the  lakes  to  the  Gulf  of  Mexico. 
The  removals  were  declared  to  be  offensive  to  pub- 
lic purity,  to  the  patriotism  and  justice  qf  the  coun- 
try, and  to  the  spirit  of  the  Constitution.  The 
"victims"  of  this  policy,  as  they  were  feelingly  de- 
scribed, excited  the  warmest  sympathies  of  Sena- 
tors over  the  way.  They  were  treated  as -martyrs 
to  their  principles  and  independence,  and  received 
with  open  arms  into  the  ranks  of  the  Opposition. 
The  removals  were  denounced*  as  all  wroi^!  The 
incumbents  were  entitled  to  a  life  estate  in  their 
places,  unless  they  had  failed  in  the  fulfilment  of 
iJieir  official  duties.  Such  then  was  the  Whig  doc- 
trine. The  principle  that  **  to  the  victors  belong 
the  spoils,"  was  pronunced  to  be  odious  in  the  sight 
of  God  and  man.  Every  term  of  obloquy 
Was  heaped  upon  the  new  appointments.  The 
maledictions  of  the  pure  disciples  of  political 
Whig  religion,  were  poured  forth  upon  every  new 
man  brought  into  office  by  General  Jack^son.  The 
great  power  of  this  body  was  frequently  invoked 
to  veto  the  Presidential  nominations.  Well,  sir,  a 
stranger  m  this ,  Republican  land  might  suppose 
tsom  these  facts,  and  from  the  speech  of  the  Sena- 
tor' from  Kentucky,  that  no  office-seekers  were  to 
jMiuiUKtamoiig  the  Opposition;  that  its  members 


were  too  pure  to  seek  or  accept  of  station;  that  not 
a  patriot  among  them  would  deign  to  take  an  of- 
fice, from  which  any  friend  of  the  Administration 
bad  been  removed  for  political  cause.  Mr.  Presi- 
dent, two  years  ago,  the  little  State  of  Rhode  Is- 
land, one  yearsm'!e  the  Stale  of  Connecticat,  three 
Bhort  months  pa<t  the  empire  State  of  New  York* 
fell  into  the  hands  of  the  political  friends  of  Sena- 
tors over  the  way.  And  what  was  the  immediate 
result?  Sir,  in  Rhode  Island  and  Connecticut,  the 
Rep^jiblican  incumbents  were  swept  by  hundreds 
from  office,  for  political  reasons  alone.  Was  there 
any  difficulty  in  finding  pure  and  patriotic  Whigs 
to  supply  their  places?  No,  sir!  The  only  diffi- 
culty produced  by  the  emergency  was,  in  making 
selections  among  the  crowds  of  hungry  vultures, 
anxious  to  fatten  upon  the  public  crib.  The  atro- 
cious injustice,  the  cruel  tyranny, of  removals  from 
office,  the  suffering  wives  and  children,  the  surv- 
ing  families  of  the  dismissed  officers  were  forgot- 
ten as  things  of  by-gone  days.  Memory  was  bath- 
ed in  the  waters  of  Lethie,  and  no  longer  remem- 
bered what  had  been  said  and  suns?  prior  to  the  • 
halcyon  days  of  Federal  triumph.  In  New  York, 
whose  able  Republican  son  had  been  stigmatised 
as  the  pro;laimer  of  the  •*spoils"  doctrine,  towards 
whom  no  epithet  of  Federal  reprobation  was^  too 
strong  for  daily  utterance,  the  first  days  of  the  Whig 
saturnalia  have  been  celebrated  by  the  proscription 
of  some  of  the  best  public  officers  ever  confided  in 
by  the  people  of  that  or  any  other  Commonwealth. 
Sir,  her  accomplished  Secretary  of  State,  the  able 
Comptroller  of  her  financial  interests,  not  less  re- 
markable for  his  stem  integrity  and  firmness  than 
for  his  solid  talents,  the  Treasurer,  the  Attorney 
General,  known  here  as  a  man  of  great  ability,  and 
all  others  that  could  be  stricken  down,  have  been 
swept  from  the  board;  and  no  virgin  timidity,  no 
coy  eluctance,  no  holy  horror  <»f  removals  for  po- 
litical cause,  no  contempt  for  the  rpoils  of  victory, 
have  presented  any  obstacle  to  the  elevation  ot  pa- 
triotic and  office-hating  Whigs  to  the  places  vacated 
by  these  removals.  Indeed,  sir,  the  public  journals 
tell  us  that  a  multitude  of  canaidates  were  brought 
forward,  and  prepared  to  fill  each  snd  all  of  these 
stations.  Mr.  President,  T  think  that,  by  this  tim*, 
the  Senator  from  Kentucky  must  be  willing  to  ad- 
mit that  the  office-seekers  are  not  all  on  the  side  of 
the  Administration,  and  that  every  opposition  to 
every  Administration  is  filled  with  them.  They  are 
ten  times  more  numerous  than  the  office-holders; 
and  they  are  generally  more  than  a  match  at  elec- 
tions for  the  incumbents  of  public  place.  These 
two  classes  are  antagonist  interests,  and  may  be  re- 
lied on  to  counteract  the  improper  efforts  and  prac- 
tices of  each  other.  Between  them,  the  mass  of  un- 
aspiring people,  the  public  liberty  and  rights,  are 
in  very  little  danger  from  either. 

The  remedy  for  the  evils  which  I  have  shown 
not  to  be  very  great,  and  susceptible  of  counterac- 
tion without  the  aid  of  penal  laws,  is  very  partially 
provided  in  the  bill  of  the  honorable  Senator.  ''To 
the  end,"  says  the  bill,  "that  the  great  powers 
given  to  the  officers  of  the  Federal  Government, 
and  other  persons  employed  in  its  service,  may  not 
be  nsed  for  the  influencing  of  elections,  which 
ought  to  be  free  and  incorrupt,"  marshals,  post- 
masters, land  officers,  public  engineers,  cuttom- 
house  officers,  and  others  connected  with  these 
branches  of  the  public  service,  are  prohibited  fVom 
persuading  or  dissuading  any  elector  to  give  his 
vote  at  any  election.  State  or  Federal.  They  are 
prohibited  from  intermeddling  or  attempting  to  in- 
fluence any  of  these  elections;  and  for  a  violation 
of  this  enactment,  the  offending  officer  is  subjected 
to  a  fine  of  five  hundred  dollais,  and  disabled  from 
ever  after  bearing  or  executing  any  office  or  place 
of  trust  whatever  under  the  United  States.  For  the 
better  encouragement  of  political  informers,  one- 
half  of  the  fine  is  to  be  paid  as  a  reward  for  the  dis- 
coveries and  disclosures  of  that  honorable  descrip- 
tion of  topics  upon  the  words  and  actions  of  their 
fellow-iutizens.  Shocking,  sir,  as  this  bill  is  to  all  my 
Republican  notionsof  the  equal  rights  ofall  classes  of 
the'American  people,  there  is  one  thing  about  it  which 
still  more  palpabljr  indicates  its  avowed  British 
origin.  With  regard  to  the  Secretaries  of  Depart- 
ments, the  Attorney  General,  the  District  Attor- 
neys, the  publishers  of  the  laws,  to  say  nothing  of 


the  members  of  this  House  and  the  other,  ibt  vety 
public  men  who  possess  the  greatest  powers,  aad 
can  exercise  the  most  effective  infloence  orcr  the 
elections,  State  and  Federal,  they  are  exempt^ 
from  the  operation,  prohibitions  and  peoatties  of 
this  bill.    Our  elections  may  be.  neither  free  nor 
incorrupt  from  their  influence,  their  persoasioos 
or  dissuasions,  whether  they  be  sent  forth  fron 
these  halls  in  partisan  speeches,  or  directed  aod 
brought'to  bear  upon  the  people  from  the  hoodred 
batteries  of  the  official  press  throaghout  the  Statet. 
Precisely   similar    was  the  British  slalnte  from 
which  this  is  taken.    The  Mmistersof  Sute,  the 
Lords  and  Commons,  the  law  officers  oflheCrown^ 
might  exert  all  their  powers  of  influence  at  eko> 
tions.    They  might,  through   their  friends,  spend 
thousands  and  tens  of  thousands  to  iDflaence  tad 
control  elections.    No  fine,  no  penalty,  no  disabili- 
Iv,  could  be  imposed  upon  them.    They  were  too  ^ 
high  to  be  reached  even  by  the  legislation  of  tt 
omnipotent  British  Parlia^enU    These  inridioQi 
distinctions  between  the  high  ani  the  hnmbie,  the 
exemption  of  the  aristocratic  few,  and  thepuuili 
ment  of  the  mass,  who  hold  and  enjoy  office  ud 
place,  may  have  well  comported  with  the  spirit  of 
the  British  Government,  but  would  not  be  tole- 
rated in  this  country,  if  it  were  possible  to  sappoK 
that  this  bill  could  ever  becom«  a  law  of  the 
land.    Our  marshals,  postmasters,  and  c6lleeian, 
are  equal  in  intelligence,  and,  I  trust,  in  spirit  loo, 
to  those  who  occupy  the  highest  stations  of  ihii 
Government.    And,  sir,  they  will  be  more  wantian 
in  manly  feeling,  less  faithful  to  ihemselm,  thu  I 
think  they  are,  if  they  do  not  bear  in  perpctaal  I^ 
membrance  the  authors  and  supporters  of  thii  bill 
They  will,  I  trust,  "nobly  act  what  they  aoMy 

But,  sir,  you  have  no  power  to  pass  me  tall,  no 
part  of  the  Federal  Constitution  confers  npoa  yon 
any  authority  to  interfere,  directly  or  indirectlj, 
with  the  elective  franchise  in  the  States.  Yon  htrc  • 
no  right  to  prescribe  the  qualifications  or  coadh 
lions  upon  which  any  man  may  vote,  either  fti 
President  or  Vice  President,  cither  for  a  memW 
of  Congress  or  a  member  of  a  State  L^Utarc. 
It  belongs  to  the  States  alone  to  prescribe  iheqnwi- 
ficalions  of  voters.    The  Federal  Constiialion  de- 
clares that   the  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
United  States  shall  be  chosen  by  the  clecton  ii 
each  Siaie  qualified  as  electors  of  the  most  noiae- 
rous  branch  of  the  State  Legislature;  that  the*- 
nate  shall  be  chosen  by  the  Legislatures  of  the  «e 
veral  States;  that  the  President  and  Vice  fitsm 
shall  be  chosen  by  electors  appointed  in  ««ck»J 
as   its  Legislature  may    direct;    and  that  ens 
House    shall    be    the    judge    of    the  elediws, 
returns,    and   qualifications,    not   of  the  wjaji 
but  of  its  own  members.     Congress  is  ttJwW 
exdaded  from  all  legislation  as  to  the  qoalifica- 
tions  of  electors  of  both  the  Legislative  and  Ereca- 
tivc  branches  of  the  Federal  Govemmeat   W 
gress  can  abridge  neither  the  freedom  of  speech 
nor  of  the  press.    Your  officers,  in  *o«£jJJf  "^ 
pointments,  do  not  cease  to  be  citizens.    ^^^J^ 
render  none  of  their  freedom  of  speech.    They  2 
be  restrained  only  by  that  sense  of  propneiy  iij 
decorum  which   every   gentleman  on^t  lo  lej 
especially  when  both  his  own  respectability  and » 
character  of  his  Gk)vernment  may  be  aflfected  bfji 
conduct.    A  law  of  Congress,  prohibiting  •  P** 
officer  from  debating  political  questions  wfAw 
fellow-citizens,  punishinp  him  with  fines  aiw  q» 
nal  disabilities  for  persuading  or  dissuading  i«» 
in  regard  to  their  voles  at  elections,  would  far  flW 
scend  the  sedition  law  in  the  enormity  of  ^ttW 
gression  of  the  constitutional  rights  and  hPeirg 
of  the  people     The  sedition  law  simply  pwjj* 
for  the  punishment  of  slander  and  seditk)«p*r 
cations.    This  bill  enacts  the  punishment  of  *J 
cent  and  laudable  opinions  expressed  by  w[*r 
zen,  if  he  happens  to  be  a  public  officer.   »r» » 
honorable  man  would  accept  appointment  if"j| 
bill  should  become  a  law.     No  roan  ofchanjj 
no  freeman  possessed  of  the  spirit  of  "the  tmm 
work  of  God,'*  would  deign  to  serve  yon  ia  a  PJ 
lie  capacity  with  the  terrors  of  this  dwekwgW* 
pains  and  penalties  hanging  over  him.    Y*rj 
fices  would  fall  into  ignoble,  degraded,  w  •"J; 
less  hands.    The  man  who  wooid  ooi«»i  to  ^i* 
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Jon  at  the  sacrifice  of  th«  most  precious  of  his 
Datoral  and  coustiiational  rig^hus,  would  merit  the 
Kora  and  contempt  of  hii  rdlow-citizeas.  They 
woaid  shoo  aad  despise  him, 

**And  put  in  ererr  honest  band  a  whip* 

To  Jaah  tbs  raacal  naked  throu;;h  t^e  world." 

Sir,  that  merit,  those  qoalities  and  talents,  which 
entitle  the  citizen  lo  confidence  and  public  station, 
are  bj  this  bill  menaced  with  proscriptien  and  disa- 
bility, if  their  possessor  shall  dare  to  exercise  the 
liberty  of  speech  common  to  the  huiU blest  and 
most  elevated  member  of  society,  and  secured  to 
ail  by  a  special  provision  in  the  Federal  Constitu- 
tioiL    A  brand,  sir,  is  fixed  upon  merit  and  ability. 
lliis  bill  divests  several  classes  of  public  officers  of 
all  right  to  use  the  least  freedom  of  speech  in  rela- 
tion to  great  questions  in  which  their  own  interests 
are  as  deeply  involved  as  those  of  any  of  iheir  ft  l- 
lew-eiliatns.      Your  postmasters-  and   marshals, 
*  joor  collectors  and  land  ofiicers,  are  degraded,  in- 
sttlicd,  and  menaced  with  the  loss  of  cast  in  society. 
Sir,  whence  do  you  derive  yonr  power  to  invade 
the  exclusive  prerogative  of  the  Slates,  under  the 
pretext  of  protecting  the  purity  of  their  electionsl 
Have  they  demanded  your  interpohition?    Have 
tb^  failed  in  their  duty  to  themsp'v**-??    And  if  they 
had  desired  your  interference;  if  they  Ik:  i  omitted 
to  protect  the  purity  of  the  elective  (ranch  ;>£,  they 
woold  have  ao  right  to  call  upon  yon  for  the  ex- 
ttcife    of    the    extraordinary    powers    assumed 
in    Ibis    bill,     except     through     the     medium 
of  an  amendment  to  the  Con>titation.     Are  you 
wiser,    more   virtuous,    more    pure,  than   your 
predecessors  for  fifty  years  pasti    Are  you  more 
ealigfaiened?     Have  you  a  higher  sense  of  virtue 
aad  patriotism,  than  the  illustrious  framers  of  the 
Federal  charier,  nnder  which  you  occupy  stations 
Jo  Ibis  dignified  assembly?    Sir,  we  seem  like  chil- 
drea  wanting  some  amusement  for  the  occupation 
of  oar  time  and  minds;  and,  in  the  absence  cil  other 
employment,  we  have  turned    upon   the    parent 
Stales,  to  whom  we  owe  our  existence,  the  very 
breath  of  our  live?,  in  this  body,  to  tear  from  ihem 
their  pecaliar,  eiclusive,  and  sacred  guardianship 
over  the  elective  franchise,  the  liberty  ol  speech, 
and  of  the  press. 

Bat  the  Senator  from  Kentucky  seems  lo  justify 
the  bill,  on  the  ground  that  a  distinction  exists  be- 
tween ihfc  public  officers  and  the  citizens,  and  that 
the  citizen  possesses  rights  which  ought  not  to  ba- 
k>Bg  to  the  officer.  Sir,  this  argument  is  not  only 
a  lallacy,  but  is  based  upon  an  assumption  not 
roaaded  in  fact.  In  accepting  office,  no  man  ceases 
lo  be  a  citizen.  The  possession  of  office  neither 
WFeakens  his  intellectual  fachliies,  his  ability  to  dis- 
ehmrge  his  social  and  political  duties,  nor  does  it 
take  from  him  his  equal  rights  and  liberties  as  a 
citizen,  under  the  Constitution.  Sir,  under  the  pre-, 
fence  of  preserving  the  purity  of  elections,  this  bill 
is  n  palpable  attack  upon  the  freedom  of  sentiment 
and  opinion.  Does  the  Constitution,  in  broadly 
nod  oaqoalifiedly  prohibiting  Congress  from  abridg- 
ing <b^  freedom  of  speech  or  of  the  press,  confer 
«poa  Congress  a  power  to  punish  twenty  or  thirty 
thooaand  of  your  most  inielligent  and  honorable 
f<llow-eitizens  for  the  exercise  of  that  freedom? 
I>oes  it  give  you  any  authority  to  send  your  inform- 
ers into  the  domestic  sanctuary,  there  to  discover 
and  report,  for  pro  cription  and  punishment,  what 
tk  postmaster  or  collector  may  say  to  persuade  or 
dissuade  his  neighbor  or  his  son,  with  regard  to  his 
▼ote  at  a  pending  election? 

-  The  honorable  Senator  from  Kentucky  com- 
plains of  the  asperity  and  viniliciiveness  of  the  re- 
port of  the  Judiciary  Committee  on  this  bill,  and 
thinks  it  extraordinary  thalit  should  be  treated  as 
a.  iseasare  of  oriental  despotism..   He  represents 
tla»  bill  as  a  very  innocent  and  harmless  affair, 
o^ly  prohibiting  your  public  officers  from  persuad- 
aaS  or  dissuading  their  fellow-cii:zeos  in  relation  to 
tbeir  votes  at  election«<,  and  rendering  them  answer-  j 
mMe  to  the  courts  of  justice  fur  the  commis.<«ion  of  { 
t.|B0  offence  of  speaking  on  politics,  st^  terrible  to  ' 
all  Ifootl  Whig  patriots,  and  yet  so  ormraon  lo  all  : 
jBfeen,  and  to  all  pafties,  in  thi.>  uaaoii!    Sir,  the  ! 
xm^asure  is  the  very  essence  of  de>f:t>iism  over  in- 
^ividaal  opinion,  and  is  the  worse  ft>r  the  reason 
tlBAt  it  inflicts  a  disgraceful  punishmeia  upon  one 
of  citizens,  far  doing  what  all  have  a  right  to 


do,  under  the  constitutions  of  the  States  and  of  the 
United  States.  For  the  expression  of  a  judgment 
in  favor  of  one  candidate,  or  against  another,  at  an 
election,  one  description  of  public  officers  is  fined 
and  rendered  forever  incapable  of  holding  any  of- 
fice, while  others  may  say  what  ^they  please,  may 
persuade  or  dissuade  any  of  their  fellowrcitizens 
with  entire  impunity,  at  all  el<HMions,  and  at  all 
times. 

But  you,  Mr.  President,  It  seems,  are  restrained 
from  voting  in  this  body,  except  in  the  case  of  an 
equal  division  of  its  members;  and,  therefore,  some 
of  your  rights  have  been  taken  from  you;  and, 
therefore,  those  of  other  public  officers  may  be  an- 
nihilated! Sir,  is  it  possible  tiiat  human  ingenuity 
could  so  have  tortured  itself  as  to  discover  any 
analogy  between  your  case  and  this  bill?  Does 
the.  Constitution  make  you  a  Senator?  Does  it 
confer  upon  yon  a  right  to  mingle  in  debate,  to 
speak  and  vote,  in  common  with  Senators?  As 
well  might  the  honorable  Senator  have  illustrated 
his  principle  by  alluding  te  the  exclusion  of  the 
crowds,  who  daily  throng  these  galleries,  from  the 
right  of  debating  and  voting  in  this  Hall.  No, 
sir,  what  you  do  here,  what  you  are  pro- 
hibited from  doing  here,  flows  from  the 
Constitution  of  the  land.  But  are  yoa  restrained, 
as  this  bill  restrains  other  public  officers,  from 
freely  discussing  any  election,  from  persuading  or 
.dissuading  yonr  fellow-citizens  in  your  dwelling, 
upon  the  hustings,  at  tire  polls?  Is  there  one  word 
in  the  Constitution,  is  there  a  word  to  be  found  in 
the  law  of  nature,  or  the  law  of  God,  to  punish 
any  citizvn,  whether  an  officer  or  a  private  indivi- 
dual, for  uttering  his  opinions  of  candidates  selected 
to  represent  the  interests  of  all,  his  own,  as  well  as 
those  of  his  country? 

Bat  collectors  cannot  be  merchants;  receivers 
cannot  purchase  public  lands;  marshals  cannot  buy 
property  sold  by  them  under  execution.  This,  says 
the  honorable  Senator,  proves  that  you  may  put 
restraints  upon  your  public  officers.  Now,  sir,  if 
this  were  the  fact,  these  restraints  would  have  alto- 
gether a  pecuniary  character;  and  they  would  be 
designed  to  secure  the  fair  and  impartial  execution 
of  the  official  duties  of  the  officer.  They  would  not 
affect  bis  opinions,  his  free  soul,  his  right  to  speak, 
to  utter  his  thoughts,  to  commune  with  his  fellow- 
citizens.  The  collector  could  still  purchase  goods 
for  himself  and  his  famiiyi  The  receiver  could 
boy  lands  from  his  neighbor.  The  marshal  could 
purchase  property  any  where  but  at  the  sales  where 
he  officiates  as  the  ministerial  officer  of  justice. 

But  if  these  officers  do  not  like  the  penalties  of 
this  bill,  let  them  resign!  Sir,  this  orgxinufU  of  the 
Senator  reminds  me  of  a  similar  observation  made 
in  the  British  House  of  Commons.  Jack  Fuller, 
alluding  to  the  complaints  made  by  the  people 
ai;ainst  the  measures  of  Parliament  and  the  minis- 
try, exclaimed  in  debate,  with  about  as  much  pa- 
triotism as  piety,  **Tho8e  who  don't  like  England 
—damn  them,  let  them  leave  it!"  Sir,  I  beg 
pardon;  it  is  not  my  oath;  I  never  swear.  The 
honorable  Senator  is  equally  patriotic.  He  tells 
the  public  officer,  whose  feelings  are  outraged, 
whose  apirii  is  attempted  t«»  be  subdued  and  broken 
down  by  this  bill,  that  if  he  does  not  like  office 
upon  these  tyrannical  and  prescriptive  terms,  let  him 
leave  it.  Yes,  sir !  Let  honest,  highminded,  spiritevl 
men,  who  acorn  yoor  degrading  penalties  upon 
thought  and  speech,  give  up  their  offices,and  let  them 
be  filled  by  the  base,  flie  abandoned,  the  degraded 
outcasts  of  society.  Let  your  bill  drive  the  inde- 
pendent and  honorable  citizen  from  public 
station,  and  bring  in  the  starveling  slave,  who 
would  sell  his  liberty  of  speech,  and  his  soul, 
for  the  crumbs  which  fall  from  the  public  Treasury. 

I  cannot  fellow  the  honorable  Senator  through 
all  hi5  inappropriate  aad  fanciful  illustrations.  Not 
one  of  them  appeared  io  me  to  be  applicable  to  the 
bill  before  the  Senate.  But,  sir,  he  spoke  of  the 
Jacobinical  doctrines  of  the  report  of  my  able 
friend  from  New  Jersey.  This,  Mr.  President, 
was  an  unfortunate  epithet.  1,  sir,  am  nut 
very  old ;  but  I  am  old  enough  to  remem- 
ber the  language  applied  by  the  supportere  of 
the  alien  and  sedition  laws  to  Mr.  JeiSferson  and  the 
other  friends  of  liberty,  who  nobly  resisted  those  at- 
bitrary  measarea  which  distinguihhed  that  darkest 


period  of  our  political  history.  They  were  de- 
nounced as  leyellers,  anarchists,  and  jacobins.  Hy 
honorable  friend  from  New  Jersey  may,  well  feet 
proud  of  the  same  sort  of  denunciation  from  conge- 
nial sources.  The  hilt  before  us  is  of  a  kindred 
nature  crith  the  sedition  law.  The  report  against 
it  will  descend  to  posterity  with  no  Jacobinical  taint 
upon  it.  It  is  a  sound,  able,  Republican  vindica- 
tion of  the  equal  political  rights  of  the  American 
people,  whether  they  be  in  the  walks  of  private 
life,  or  clothed  i^ith  the  honors  of  public  office. 

Bur,  says  the  honorable  Senator  from  Kentucky, 
the  bill  does  not  prohibit  the  public  officer  from 
voting.  It  does  worse,  sir.  It  requires  bim,  if  he 
votes  at  all,  to  creep  to  the  poHs  like  a  guilty  cul- 
prit, deposite  his  vote  in  the  ballot  box,  and  return 
home,  silent  as  the  grave..  He  most  not  commune 
with  his  fellow-citizens.  He  must  not  asssign  to 
him  his  reasons  Tor  voting.  He  must  truly  act  the 
part  of  a  <*mnte,''  and  not  dare  to  open  his  lips  to 
his  friend  or  neighbor,  lest  he  may  be  suspected  of 
persuading  or  dissuading  him.  He  must  shrink 
from  the  manly  bearing  which  nature  and  nature*s 
God  have  stamped  upon  him,  or  suffer  the  pains 
and  penalties,  the  fines  and  disabilities  of  this  pre- 
cious Whig  bill.  Sir,  the  Senator  from  Kentucky 
might  as  well  have  perfected  the  copy  of  his'  British 
model,  by  a  clause  forbidding  the  public  officer  to 
vote. 

If,  Mr.  President,  this  interference  of  public  offi- 
cers in  elections  be  so  pernicious,  so  odious,  in  the 
eyes  of  gentlemen,  how  does  it  happen  that  Kentuc- 
ky has  passed  no  law  to  punish  the  Executive  offi- 
cers of  that  State  for  persuading  'or  dt>suading 
others  with  regard  to  their  votes?  Why  is  it  that 
no  Stale  in  the  Union  has  done  so?  The  obsolete 
statute  of  New  Jersey,  cited  by  the  honorable  Se- 
nator, applies  only  to  the  candidates  at  elections.  It 
does  net  apply  to  the  officers  generally  of  the  State. 
It  is  well  that  it  does  not.  If  I  comprehend  the 
history  of  the  late  election  in  New  Jersey,  some  of 
the  officers,  whose  very  fate  depended  on  the  re- 
sult, not  only  intermeddled  in  the  elections,  but  sup- 
Sressed  the  votes  of  townships  in  order  to  change 
lat  resultpfrom  what  it  would  have  been,  if  the  law, 
the  duty  of  these  officers,  and  common  fauness  and 
decency  had  been  observed. 

The  honorable  Senator  from  Virginia  [Mr. 
Rivxs]  the  other  day  brought  up  his  columns  to  the 
support  of  his  friend  from  Kentucky.  He  perform- 
ed varioiLs  evolutions,  moved  down  upon  the  posi- 
tions of  the  Seiiator  from  New  Jersey  with  all  the 
force  which  he  could  bring  to  bear  upon  them,  and 
closed  bis  operations  by  an  abandonment  of  the 
ground  occupied  by  his  ally  !  The  resolutions  of 
the  Senator  were  a  sorry  stratagem  to  extricate  his 
new  political  associates  from  the  difficulty  in  which 
the  bill  had  placed  them.  I  tru5t,  sir,  that  this  Se- 
nate will  not  allow  them  to  avail  themselves  of  that 
stratagem,  but  will  require  them  to  stand  or  fall 
upon  their  own  chosen  ground. 

The  Senator  considers  this  subject  to  be  one  of 
great  importance  to  the  liberties  and  destiny  of 
this  country.  In  his  imagination,  the  report  of  my 
fnend  from  New  Jersey  is  evidence  that  the  mad- 
ness of  party  is  conducting  us  to  the  precipice  of  a 
despotism  equal  to  that  of  the  Stuarts  in  England, 
or  the  purpled  tyrants  of  imperial  Rome.  He 
looks  upon  the  report  aM  a  creed  and  doctrine  fatal 
to  public  liberty;  and  his  fancy  already  bodies  forth 
some  American  Ceesar,  clothed  in  imperial  robes, 
crowned  with  the  glittering  diadem  of  royalty,  and 
trampling  down  the  freedom  of  the  nation.  Sir, 
language  of  this  kind,  on  an  occasion  ^affording  50  . 
little  pretext  for  it,  indicates  a  ieveribh  state  of 
feeling,  which  has  driven  the  judgment  of  the  ho- 
norable Sena'or  from  its  moorings,  but  which  may 
readily-  be  explained  by  the  prculiar  circumstances 
in  which  he  has  been  placed  by  a  change  of  politi- 
cal positron.  / 

I  concur  with  him  in  the  importance  of  this  pro- 
position. It  does,  sir,  strike  at  the  liberties  of  a 
large  portion  of  your  mo^t  enlightened  and  most 
honored  citizens.  It  does  demonstrate  the  madness 
of  party.  It  does  prove,  that  even  in  this  sacred 
Hall,  consecrated  to  equal  and  jhst  legislation,  an 
odious  despotism  over  the  right  to  speakjand  to  act 
can  be  entertained.  It  does  exhibit  a  dispositian 
here  to  imitate  the  invidious  and  despotic  legisla* 
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tion  of  the  British  Parliament.  Bnt,  sir,  I  trust  that 
a  majority  of  this  body  will  always  be  found  pre- 
pared to  resist  all  such  propositions,  and  that  they 
will  permit  no  demagogue  to  drag  the  Senate  into 
such  palpable  infractions  of  the  Consliiution.  The 
honorable  Senator  complains  that  the.  report  not 
only  justifies  the  officers  of  Government  in  the  ex- 
ercise of  the  commou  right  which  belongs  to  every 
citizen,  but  Incites  them  to  intermeddle  in  elections. 
Sir,  the  report  properly  incites  them  to  assert  and 
vindicate  their  equal  rights,  attempted  to  he  violated 
by  ths  bill;  and  they  would  be  unworthy  of  the  cha- 
riicipr  of  American  citizens,  if  ihcy  did  not  maintain 
tbo^e  rights  with  manly  firmness. 

The  Senator  professes  to  be  uninformed  of  the 
extent  to  which  modern  Democracy  admits  of  an 
infusion  of  Federalism  into  it.  My  friend  from 
New. Jersey  is  qnite  able  to  defend  himself  from 
these  insinuations.  But  I  will  tell  the  honorable 
Senator  that  fcu  Democracy,  his  Republicanism^  ap- 
pears to  have  received  a  sufficient  infotiion  of  Con- 
servatism to  spoil  its  former  purity;  that,  indeed,  it 
has  been  merged  in  the  modem  Federalism  with 
which  the  Conservatism  of  associated  wealth  so 
naturally  amalgamates. 

Sir,  the  honorable  Senator  alleges  that  the  bill 
before  you  is  of  little  imporiance;  that  the  report 
upon  it  presents  the  true  issue  to  the  Senate.  I  do 
not  wonder  that  gentlemen  are  anxious  to  divert 
public  attention  from  this  bill  of  pains  and  penal- 
ties. It  cannot  bear  the  touchstone  of  public  senti- 
ment; but  no  artifice  can'  be  permitted  to  change 
the  issue  from  the  bill  to  the  report.  The  bill,  sir, 
is  ihe  thins;  upon  which  the  Senate  has  to  give  its 
vote,  and  the  people  to  pronounce  their  judgment. 
The  leport  will  take  care  of  itself.  It  is  but  a 
fair^  forcible,  and  triumphant  commentary  on  the 
b[U,  and  ^ill  prove  an  extinguisher  to' it. 

The  Senator  declares  that  the  language  of  the 
report,  inciting  the  people  to  a  resistance  of  the 
provisions  of  this  bill,  is  rank  radicalism.  Sir, 
radicalism  has  always  been  charged  upon  all  oppo- 
siiioQs  to  tyranny,  to  bank  monopolies,  and  to  all 
other  aristocratic  tendencies;  and  if  hostility,  if 
resistance  to  this  unjust  and  arbitrary  bill  be  radi- 
c^ilism,  the  whole  mass  of  the  people  will,  1  trust, 
entitle  themselves  to  the  name  of  radicals. 

Tbe  honorable  Senator  has  imbibed,  from  his 
new  position,  fresh  terrors  of  Executive  patronage, 
andof  the  E.Tecmive  veto.  %  He  tells  us  that  no 
King  uf  England,  for  one  hundred  years,  has  dared 
to  veto  an  act  of  Parliament;  that  if  he  had  done 
so,  a  storm  of  public  indignation  would  have  .swept 
him  from  his  throne.  It  is  easy,  sir,  to  understand 
the  present  drift  of  the  honorable  Senator.  That 
gentleman  sustained  General  Jackson  in  his  admi- 
nisiration  throughout.  He  has  frequently,  .since 
he  left  his  friends,  called  into  requisition  the  exam- 
ple and  authority  of  that  illastrions  patriot  against 
the  measures  proposed  on  tiis  side  of  the  Senate. 
He  supported  the  resolution  expunging  a  previous 
vote  of  the  Senate  against  General  Jackson  No 
whisper  of  disapprobation  was  breathed  by  him 
in  this  S'^nate  in  relation  to  the  Executive 
veto  upon  the  Bank  and  distribution  bills. 

Sir,  the  Senator  hai  gained  new  ligfit  from  new 
associations;  and,  aficr  the  alleged  mischief  has 
been  done  by  the  exercise  of  the  Executive  veto; 
after  he  has  participated  in  sustaining  that  veto, 
the  honorable  gentleman  is  now  exerting  himself 
10  raisie  that  storm  of  public  indignation,  which,  he 
hopes,  will  sweep  the  Republican  party,  with  whom 
he  once  professed  it  to  be  his  pride  to  act,  from 
their  ascendancy  in  the  councils  of  the  nation.  Sir, 
I  regret  to  say,  that  our  political  history  has  fur- 
ni.shed  too  many  examples  for  the  imitation  of  the 
S<;nator.  He  has  too  easily  yielded  to  them.  But 
I  will  tell  him  for  his  consolation,  that  few  Repub- 
lican leaders,  who  have  gone  over  to  the  enemy, 
have  survived  their  desertion  with  reputation;  few 
h^ve  acquired  the  honors,  fewer  still  the  confi- 
dence, of  the  Republican  party  of  the  country.  Un- 
less he  retrace  his  steps,  the  Senator  will  have  to 
look  elsewhere  for  confidence;  he  will  have  to  rely 
upon  other  suffrages  for  the  gratification  of  his  am- 
bition. 

The  Senator,  if  I  understood  him,  committed  a 
great  mistake  ia  his  speech  of  Tuesday.  He 
seemed  to  appose  that  the  Virginia  and  Kentucky 


resolutions  were  mainly  directed  against  the  in- 
crease of  Executive  patronage.  Sir,  they  were 
mainly  intended  to  check  the  assumption  of  legisla- 
tive power,  in  derogation  of  the  rights  of  the  States, 
by  the  Congress  of  the  United  States.  The  in- 
crease of  Executive  patronage  was  condemned  as 
the  inevitable  resul^of  that  unconstitutional  legis- 
lation. The  honorable  Senator,  I  fear,  is  a  worse 
interpreierof  the  Virginia  and  Kentucky  resolutions 
than  my  friend  from  New  Jersey,  with  all  the  im- 
puted infusion  of  ancient  Federalism  into  his  De- 
mocracy. He  is  now  fighting  the  battles  of  Re- 
publican liberty.  The  Senatt^r  has  gone  over  to 
Philip  and  his  Macedonian  phalanx. 

Mr.  President,  I  protest  against  the  effort  of  the 
Senator  to  identify  the  cause  of  banks  and  bank 
monopolies  with  the  State  Gh>vernments.  It  is 
true,  that  the  States  have  been  by  degrees  en- 
trapped into  excesses  upon  this  subject.  They 
have  been  caught  in  the  toils  of  associated  wealth. 
But  many  of  them  have  seen  their  error,  and  are 
retracing  their  steps.  The  free  banking  system, 
either  by  its  success  ar  its  failure,  will,  I  hope,  ex- 
tricate State  legislation  from  the  pernicious  influ- 
ence which  has  too  long  been  exercised  over  it  by 
the  banking  power. 

But,  the  Senator  asks,  do  not  the  State  laws  pro- 
hibit State  officers  from  holding  Federal  appoint- 
ments? Does  not  the  Federal  Constitution  prohibit 
certain  officerrfrom  being  elected  to  seats  in  this  or 
the  other  branch  of  Congress?  And  are  not  these 
disqualifications?  Sir,  I  am  surprised  that  an  ar- 
gument so  inapplicable  to  the  enactments  of  this 
bill  should  have  been  advanced  by  any  Senator  on 
this  fioor.  The  Federal  Constitution,  the  Slate 
laws,  do  prohibit,  as  rhey  ought  to  prohibit,  the 
same  individaal  from  holding  incompatible  offices. 
They  do  not  punish  him  for  speaking  or  acting  at 
elections. 

The  honorable  Senator  from  Viiginia  charges  a 
high  officer  of  the  Grovernment  with  the  avowal  of 
the  principle,  that  in  making  appointments,  he  se- 
lects bin  political  friends  alone.  No  Administra- 
tion could  be  successfully  conducted,  without  a  ge- 
neral adherence  to  this  principle.  He  acct?ses 
another  high  officer  of  interfering  in  an  election  in 
South  Carolina.  Sir,  what  are  the  facts?  1  am 
informed  that  the  friends  of  a  candidate  for  Con- 
gress in  that  State  [Mr.  LxgareI  attempted  to  in- 
fluence voles  in  his  favor,  by  representing  the  Se- 
cretary of  War  to  be  his  friend.  A  gentleman 
Addressed  a  letter  to  the  Secretary  on  the  subject, 
and  inquired  whether  the  candidate  in  question 
was  a  supporter  of  the  Administration.  The  an- 
swer was,  that  Mr.  Poinsett  did  not  regard  hioLas 
such.  Now,  sir,  while  the  name  of  ihe  Secretary 
could  be  clandestinely  used  on  the  side  of  the  Con- 
servative candidate,  it  was  all  right  and  proper;  but 
the  moment  that  the  Secretary  of  War  was  forced 
into  the  declaration  that  he  did  not  regard  the  gen- 
tleman as  a  friend  of  the  Administration,  then  the 
honorable  Senator  sees  in  the  conduct  of  that  high 
officer  an  interference  in  elections  dangerous  to 
public  liberty! 

The  honorable  Senator  from  Virginia  has  re- 
nounced the  principles  of  Democracy.  He  said  in 
his  speech  last  evening,  that  he  was  not  a  Demo- 
cratic Republican,  that  he  did  not  belong  to  the  De- 
mocracy of  the  country.  Sir,  I  thank  him  for 
making  the  avowal.  He  has  thrown  off  the  mask 
He  is  not  of  the  people.  He  is  against  being  go- 
verned  by  the  people.  We  shall  now  understand 
him.  He  hss  changed  sides.  He  has  appropri- 
ately placed  himself  in  the  society  of  those  gentle- 
men so  far  advanced  in  life,  that  they  disclaim  the 
knavery  of  Democracy.  The  Senator  declares  that 
Democratic  Republicanism  does  not  belong  to  the 
soil  of  Virginia.  Sir,  I  think  I  have  a  right  to  pro- 
nounce the  allegation  a  libel  upon  her  character. 
Democratic  principles,  the  binding  authority  of  the 
people,  the  doctrine  of  the  equal  and  inalienable 
rights  of  the  people,  subsist  no  where  in  greater 
force  than  in  Virginia.  Sir,  the  Senator  has  retro- 
graded behind  the  spirit  and  principles  of  the  age. 
Democracy,  radical  Democracy,  as  near  an  ap- 
proach as  possible  to  the  enforcement  of  the  popular 
win,  is  the  spreading  light  of  the  times.  It  is  a 
principle  dear  to  every  true  Republican. 

Sir,  permit  me^in  the  language  of  a  late  elo- 


quent writer,  to  say  to  the  Senator,  that  thts  princi- 
ple **  lies  at  the  foundation  of  ail  oar  iBst!tmiuat.« 
The  party  must  become  truly  Democratie.   <Ht 
must  go  for  the  whole  .people;  against  all  mono- 
polies; against  all  exclusive  privileges;  agaisst  all 
aristocratic  measure*;  in  favor  of  mild  aadeqml 
laws;  in  favor  of  ciqnal  rights,  of  cdocation,  lite- 
rature, art<t,  and  philosophy.    It- most  plant  ii^f 
upon  the  essential  equality  of  man;  upon  the  faet, 
that  there  is  something  divine  in  every  maa.  It 
must  be  ever  on  the  side  of  freedom;  sympathia 
with  the  oppressed,  with  all  who  are  strngsliog  for 
their  rights.     It  must  be  hi^-toned  anA  moral; 
confiding  m  the  people,  and  still  more  in  the  im- 
mortal vi^or  of  tnith  and  justice.'*   Sir,  themaa 
who  renounces  these  principles  may  well  dedaie, 
that  he  does  not  belong    to  the   Democruy  «f 
the  country.    "Parties,  merely  as  parties," Jiyg 
the  same  profound  tvriter,  ^  are  nothing  to  the 
masses.    Individuals,  as  individuals,  are  iMiiiag 
to  them.    A  Clay,  a  Webster,  a  Van  Barai,  a 
Calhoun,  are  nothing  to   them,  any  forther  tliai 
they  are  impersonations  of  great  prindples.  Shov 
them  that  this  or  that  man  embodies  in  himself  tin 
cause  of  millions;  that  in  raising  him  to  ofltoe  the 
cause  of  the  million  Is  secured,  and  then,  as  tlie 
representative  of  that  cause,  does  be  become  of 
importance.'*    And  let  me  add,  sir,  in  theproplielic 
spirit  of  the  same  author,  that  if  the  preseoi  Clnef 
Magistrate  "fail  in  his  Administratioa, iiwittbe 
because  he  may  fail  to  itlentify  himself  with  the  pops- 
lar  cause.    Let  him  be  really  and  truly  the  Rpre- 
sentative  of  that  cause,  and  no  power  on  eatth 
can  prevent  his  re-election."    The  party,  «r,eaa 
spare  the  man  who  disavows  the  priaciplei  ot 
Democracy,  as  here  delineated. 

The  honorable  Senator  has  frequently  exprand 
his  admiration  of  Edmund  Burke.  He  is  tfotoaly 
his  admirer,  but  his  imitator.  He  proudly  disdaiis 
to  answer  certain  Senators  on  this  floor.  Wko 
crave  him  a  right  to  place  himself  above  any  gei- 
\  ^eroaa  sent  here  by  a  sovereign  Statel  Soch  an  » 
bumption  of  disdain  of.  his  equals,  on  an  oecaan 
i>t  deserting  his  friends,  and  disavowing  what  th«7 
supposed  to  be  his  Democratic  principles, illostrain 
ihe  temper  and  political  character  of  the  Senaier, 
who  hvi.s  closely  followed  his  great  model  in  tbem 
respects.  Upon  Burke^s  defection  from  tfaeBi- 
glish  Whigs,  Cooke  remarks,  that,  "allhuogha 
Whig  from  political  connection,  from  a  oooetf- 
rence  of  views  upon  certain  great  questions,  and  fiw 
a  disapproval  of  the  Tories,  be  was,  neverlhelefl^ 
never,  in  his  heart,  a  friend  to  popular  Goveri- 
ment.  With  the  most  extended  views  of  philan- 
thropy, he  haled  the  people.  His  philosophic mmd 
shrunk  from  a  contact  with  the  vulgar.  Tohim 
nothing  was  so  disgusting.  He  would  labor  kt 
the  advantage  of  the  crowd,  but  he  most  be  alJov] 
ed  to  dispense  his  blessings  from  above.  So  geift* 
ine  an  aristocrat  in  heart  was,  with  great  difficulty, 
kept  within  the  pale"  of  Democract.  Gentlemen 
may  run  out  the  parallel. 

The  honorable  Senator  passes  a  glowing  enlofy 
upon  England  and  English  institutions,  and  d^ 
Clares  that  we  have  derived  from  that  gtonwi 
country,  and  her  magna  charia  and  bills  of  rtgblh 
all  that  is  valuable  in  our  institutions.  Sv,  vbei 
I  heard  his  extravagant  encomium  pronomeri 
upon  the  Briti.sh  institutions  and  the  British  G^ 
vernment,  I  was  prepared  to  expect  any  ohangeM 
his  part.  I  could  not  be  surprised  at  his  rennft* 
ciation  la.st  night  of  the  principles  of  Deraon^ 
That  I  may  not  be '  accussed  of  mis  pprebendhK 
the  Senator  on  this  subject,  I  beg  leave  fo  read  ibe 
version  of  his  remarks  given  by  his  friend  ii*» 
Baltimore  Patriot.  Baltimore  opposition  jdintk 
ha/e,  of  late,  become  good  authority  with  tbeb^ 
norable  Senator.  »*Mr.  Wall,"  says  the  repertw, 
"with  the  genuine  spirit  of  a  demagogue,  haA 
sneered  at  the  legislation  of  England  affording « 
precedent  for  this  bill:  and  said,  *soeh  a  pM 
may  be  indigenous  in  such  a  ^L'  Mr.  BiW 
noticed  thisremark).  and  repelled  the  sneer  and  ifci 
argument,  in'one  of  the  most  glowing,  impassioial 
and  effective  passages  I  ever  listened  to.  WIH 
soil !  [he  exclaimed]  the  English  soil  !^tbe  Aa^ 
Saxon  soil  * — In  what  soil  wontd  we  ezpeet  mfllr 
such  a  plant  indigenous?  In  what  noil  has  Af^ttiT 
of  Liberty  floarished  mere  tbanm.EBBgia#  U9 
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not  the  Uad  of  our  glorious  aocestors?  whence 
they  broQght  the  meat  rained  principles  of  our  Con- 
stimtion — iheir  k>ve  of  liberty — ^d  hatred  of  ty- 
nmoy  and  defiance  of  oppressors,  and,  above  all, 
thai  stnrdy  spirit,  which,  if  now  rerived,  woald  be- 
thte  salvation  of  oar  present  iastitnitonsl  Whence 
did  your  fathers  imbibe  the  principles  of  the  De 
elaration  of  Independence— of  oar  bills  of  ri^ts^ 
and  of  the  i^eat  charter  of  oar  libeitiesl  Whence 
bflt  fh>in  Eoglandl  Is  that  land  to  be  ihns  dishon- 
ortd1»» 

Sir,  the  honorable  Senator  from  South  Carolina 
[Mr.  PacSTftit]  was  eren  more  extravagant  than 
this  in  his  raptaroos  phiodits  npon  the  British  con* 
sthotion.  He  distinctly  intimated  that  liberty  was 
not  a  naltve  of  onr  soil.  We  brought  it  with  us 
from  Bogland.  It  was  written  in  onr  hearts  by  onr 
illnstriotis  Anigloi^axon  ancestors.  Their  lastitu- 
tioBs,  says  the  hdnorable  Senator,  eonstitate  the 
most  magnificent  fabric  of  liberty  ever  erected  un- 
der the  wide  cirele  of  the  son.  Sir,  this  oriental 
language  of  admiration  is  not  original  with  the  Se- 
nator. It  was  ntcered  fifty  years  ago  bv  the  father 
of  Qltra-Federalism.  In  his  treatise  upon  the  Ame* 
rican  Constitntions  be  pronopneed  the  British  Con- 
stitatiott  to  be  'Hhe  most  stnpendons  fabric  of  ho* 
man  invention."  These  gentlemen  are  taking  us 
back  to  the  days  of  Adams  and  Hamilton,  when 
admiration  of  Great  Britain  was  the  predominant 
fteK^  of  tiieir  party.  They  disparage  onr  people 
and  onr  institutions.  Sir,  we  are  not  indebted  to 
Eogland  for  onr  liberty.  That  tree  is  indigenous  to 
rVery  soil.  It  springs  op  spontaneously  in  the 
heart  of  every  man.  Liberty  is  the  gift  of  Qod  to 
erery  hanaan  being.  We  are  indebted  to  ourselves, 
and  lo  our  own  intrepid  Revolutionary  ancestors, 
for  the  freedom  we  enjoy,  and  the  Democratic  in- 
stimtions  which  secure  that  liberty.  The  sword, 
sir,  won  these  glorious  trophies  against  all  the  valor 
and  all  the  insolence  of  British  mercenaries,  Britibh 
tyranny,  and  British  oppression. 

Sir,  the  author  of  the  History  of  Party  in  En- 
gland has  this  passage  in  reference  to  the  coalition 
b^ween  Mr.  Fox  and  Lord  North.  I  recommend 
ic  to  the  attention  of  the  honorable  Senator  from 
Virgin  ia.  '*The  occurrence  of  this  coalition  ,*'  siays 
Cook^,  "is  greatly  to  be  deplored,  as  an  example 
to  men,  who,  witkoni  any  of  lA«  power ,  may  never- 
ibelf  ss  feel  inclined  to  imtlsft  tht  errors  oj  Fox.  It 
is  19  be  deplortd  as  a  bk>t  upon  the  character  of  a 
great  man,  as  a  precedent  toMehUrikes  ai  tkefoHnda* 
timH  of  foHiicttl  moralily,  and  as  a  weapon  in  the 
band  of  those  who  would  destroy  all  confidence  in 
the  hnnesty  of  public  men."  Mr.  President,  let 
one  console  the  honorable  Senator  in  his  new  posi- 
tton,  which  he  has  sufficiently  defined  to  render  it 
qoita' intelligible,  with  a  quotation  from  the  defence 
made  for  him^lf  by  Mr.  Fox.  *4tV'  said  that 
statesman,  *'men  of  honor  can  meet  on  points  of 
general  national  concern,  I  see  no  resson  for  call- 
ing v^eh  a  meeting  an  unnatural  Junction.  It 
is  neither  wise  nor  noble  to  keep  up  animosi- 
ties fbrever.  It  is  neither  just  nor  candid  to 
keep  up  snimosity  when  the  cause  of  it  is  no 
more.  It  is  not  my  natu.*e  to  bear  malice, 
or  to  live  in  ill-will.  Mif  friendekipo  are 
fmrpttwal;  my  enmities  are  nou^  The  honorable 
Senator  has  sufficiently  demonstrated  that  Ut  enmi- 
ties are  not  perpetual.  Whether  his  friendships 
are  so,  I  leav«  to  the  decision  of  those  who  have  so. 
I0KK9  so<i  ^  painfully,  listened  to  his  denunciations 
of  toe  measores  of  his  former  party  friends,  wit- 
nessed bl^  gradual  change  of  principle  in  impor- 
rant  respects,  and  seen  his  adoption  of  the  very  Ian- 
gonge  of  ibe  Opposition  in  relation  to  the  exercise 
of  tbe  Executive  veto  by  PKsadent  Jackson. 

Sir,  ttie  animation  and  pf  rseverjance  of  the  Sens- 
tor,  in  his  hostility  to  his  early  friends,  are  worthy 
of  *  better  catise.  The  Senator  from  New  York, 
tiro  days  ago,  called  np  his  bill  to  protect  the  pub- 
lie  mcmeys  in  the  hands  of  receiving  and  disbursing 
oAoers.  In  the  face  of  the  prophetic  declarati^on 
l»f  Use  Senator  from  Pennsylvania,  assented  to  Yry 
tbe  Senator  from  Massachusetts,  diat  another  bank 
explosion  must  soon  take  place,  the  gentleman, 
amieic  as  thought,  rose  in  his  place,  and  offered  a 
MibstitoU  to  the  bill,  requiring  the  pnbiia  money  to 
be  depoafled  in  banks.  The  aeoond  failure  of  the 
afo^flfl  Biaiub  Banky  wiOt  more  than  a  half  mil- 


lion of  the  funds  of  the  Government  in  its  custody, 
is  disregarded  by  the  Senator,  and  he  seems  deter* 
mined  aarain  to  place  its  at  the  mercy  of  banks. 

The  Senator  tells  us  that  he  has  not  changed  his 
principles,  nor  deserted  his  party.  They  have 
abandoned  their  principles.  He  stands  where  he 
has  always  stood.  Sir,  ho  v  often  have  you  and  I 
beard  excuses  of  this  sort  urged  in  justification  of 
apostacy?  Why,  sir,  the  Senator  has  become  the 
leader  of  the  party  on  the  other  side  of  the  Senate. 
He  has  put  himself  into  the  front  ranks  of  the  Op- 
position. He  is  their  child  and  their  champion. 
But  he  denies  that  he  has  en*ered  into  any  coali- 
tion with  them.  I  know  not  that  he  has  made 
written  stipulations  with  them,  but  we  must  judge 
the  tree  by  its  fruit;  his  bears  that  only  which  is 
palatable  to  them. 

The  Senator  from  South  Carolina  [Mr.  Preston] 
alleges  that  the  principle  of  this  bill  1^  "lo  prevent 
the  interference  of  certain  Federal  officers  in  elec- 
tions," and  that  the  report  of  the  committee  ought 
to  have  recommended  a  bill  to  enforce  that  prin- 
ciple. Sir,  all  this  sophistry  to  blind  the  people 
to  the  real  character  of  the  bill  can  be  of  no  avail. 
The  principle  of  the  bill  is  to  deter  certain  public 
officers  from  speaking,  writing,  or  publishing  their 
sentiments  on  any  snbjeet  bavins;  a  bearing  upon 
elections,  under  the  penalty  of  five  hundred  dol- 
lars fine,  and  perpetual  disability  to  hold  any  place 
or  iitation  under  this  Gtovernment.  The  character 
of  the  bill  is  that  of  an  invidious,  odious,  uncon* 
stitntional  prohibition  of  thousands  of  the  f>eemen 
of  this  nation  from  the  exercise  of  those  rights 
which  belong  to  all  our  citizens.  The  bill  is  a  di- 
rect attsck  upon  the  free  and  independent  exercise 
of  the  elective  franchise. 

The  Senator  repeats  a  trite  remark,  that  the 
young  man  who  is  not  a  Democrat  is  a  fool,  and 
that  tbe  old  man  who  is  a  Democrat  is  a  knave. 
Well,  sir,  the  honorable  Senator  is  neither  young 
nor  old.  What,  then,  is  he  in  poUticsl-  I  should 
like  to  hear  him  define  hi$  position. 

Sir,  the  Senator  from  Kentucky  closed  his  re- 
marks by  an  appeal  to  the  patriotism  and  pride  of 
this  body.  He  implored  us  to  sanction  this  bill, 
that  it  might  »tand  among  the  recorded  honors  of 
the  Senate,  as  a  monument  ta  its  wisdom  and  vir- 
tue, in  all  lime  to  come.  He  desired  that  thi«  Hall 
might  become  the  honored  place  where  this  great 
sacrifice  should  be  made.  Mr.  President,  this  Se- 
nate is  composed  of  the  ambassadors  of  the?  seve- 
ral States,  specially  jwnt  here  as  the  guardians  of 
their  reserved  rights  and  sovereignty.  If  they  were 
to  sanction  this  bill,  they  would  be  fsiihless  to  their 
trust;  they  would  authorize  the  infraction  of  the 
exclusive  powers  of  the  States,  the  liberties  of  the 
people,  and  the  independence  of  the  citizen.  They 
would,  indeed,  render  this  Hall  the  dishonored  place, 
where  thai  monstrous  sacrifice  would  be  maoe. 
And  the  extinction  of  individual  freedom,  the  ob- 
literation of  the  traces  of  State  sovereignty,  and 
the  humiliation  of  the  character  of  this  Senate, 
would  constitute  a  monument  of  its  contempt  for 
the  Constitution  of  its  country,  and  of  its  degrading 
subserviency  to  the  domineering  will  of  a  party 
minority,  in  all  ages  to  come. 

SPEECH  OP  MR.  ROANE, 

Op  Virginia, 

In  Senate,  Friday,  Febrtunry  15,   1839— On  the  bill 
to  prcvcni  the  interference  of  certain  Federal  of- 
ficers with  elections. 
Mr.  ROANE  rose  and  said: 
I  desire,  Mr.  President,  to  address  the  Senate 
this  evening.    I  have  purposely  left  my  own  scat, 
come  round  to  this  side  of  the  chamber,  and  occu- 
pied the  vacant  chair  of  the  Senator  from  Missis- 
sippi,  [Mr.  Walker,]  now  absent,  in  order  lo  be 
near  my  friend  from  Michigiin,   [Mr.  Norvell,] 
whom  1  wished  io  pertvade  to  yield  to  me  his  just 
title  lo  the  floor.    He  had,  on  one  or  two  previoui 
occasions,  yielded  it  to  others;  and  but  for  peculiar 
circumstances,  I  would  not  have  now  appealed  to 
his  liberality.    I  most  sincerely  thank  him  for  ge- 
nerously yielding  to  the  peculiar  considerations  I 
have  presented  to  him.    I  am  aware,  sir,  that  at 
this  late  hour  of  the  evenings    [Here  propositions 


were  made  to  adjourn,  if  Mr.  Roane  desired  it.] 
He  said,  no;  he  hoped  that  the  Senate  would  not 
adjourn,  but  would  permit  him  jto  proceed  this  eve* 
ning.  Yes,  sir,  this  15th  day^of  February ^  of  all  the 
days  in  the  year,  is  that  on  which  I  desire  to  I  e 
heard.  This  day  emancipates  me  from  those  conside- 
rations of  delicacy  which,  for  some  time  past,  hava 
restrained  me  from  saying  what  I  now  consider 
myself  free  to  say,  however  painful  it  may  be  to 
say  it. 

Mr.  President,  a  stern  sense  of  that  duty  which 
I  owe  to  myself,  to  those  who  sent  me  here,  and  to 
those  with  whom  I  am  here  associated  in  political 
feelings  and  principles  so  congenial  to  my  own, 
will  not  permit  me  longer  to  maintain  that  silence 
which,  at  all  times,  I  so  anxiously  desire  to  ob» 
serve  in  this  august  assembly.  My  situation  here 
has  been,  for  a  long  time  past,  one  of  pain  and 
delicacy:  of  pain,  becanse,  on  the  great  moment- 
ous questions  of  national  policy  which  have 
been  agitated  in  this  chamber  from  the  first 
moment  I  took  my  seat  in  it,  I  have  been- 
constrained,  by  every  dictate  of  my  judgment, 
every  feeling  of  my  heart,  and  every  consideration 
of  patriotism  to  differ  totally  from  my  colleague, 
with  whom  I  had  so  fondly  and  sanguincly,  and,  I 
think,  justly  expected  to  co-operate  on  all  national, 
political,  and  party  questions.  Finding,  to  my 
pain  and  sorrow,  that  such  co-operation  has  not 
existed,  I  have  heretofore,  for  reasons  which  will 
be  obvious  to  the  Senate,  to  the  country,  and  to  my 
colleague,  contented  myself  with  giving  a  silent 
vote.  Those  reasons  no  longer  exist.  That  de- 
licacy, growing  out  of  tLe  peculiar  relation  whidi 
my  colleague  has  for  some  time  past  borne  towards 
our  mutual  constitutents,  has  been  this  day  re- 
moved by  the  action  of  the  General  Assembly  of 
Virginia;  and  I  feel  that  malignity  itself  cannot 
now  charge  me  with  an  efibrr  to  intermeddle  in 
that  relation.  Besides,  sir,  my  colleague  has  but 
very  reeentfy,  J%Uly  ''defined  his  position."  The 
course  which  he  has  recently  hastened  to  take, 
the  time  which  he  has  selected,  and  the  zeal,  to 
say  nothing  of  the  temper,  which  he  has  mani- 
fested in  defining  his  position,  would  render  a 
longer  silence  on  my  parr,  obnoxious  to  the 
suspicion  that  I  assented  to  his  views,  or  was  in- 
competent or  afraid  to  utter  a  dissent.  Sir,  I  differ 
from  him  as  wide  as  the  poles;  and,  in  expressing  that 
dissent,  I  take  leave,  in  his  own  strong  language,  to 
say  that  /  ioo  am  an  *'iinterrified  Senator  of  the  un- 
terrified  Commonwealth  of  Virginia,'*  and  mean  this 
evening,  with  the  blessing  of  Gk>d,  to  'Mefine  my 
position"  in  characters  which  *'he  that  runs  may 
read."  There  shall  be  no  doubt  about  it;  no  equir 
vocation,  no  mental  reservation,  no  non-esmmiffoiim, 
shall,  with  my  consent,  obscure  it.  1  define  it,  sir, 
not  becanse  I  believe  that  a  human  being  who 
knows  me  well  can  doubt  it,  but  because  those 
who  never  knew  me,  and  those  who  are  to  come 
after  me,  when  adverting  to  this  memorable  chap-' 
ter  in  otir  national  history,  in  which  it  has  been  my 
destiny  to  bear  a  part,  might,  peradvenlure,  draw 
Improper  inferences  from  my  total  silence.  I  do 
not  object,  sir,  to  the  time  my  colleague  has  selected 
to  define  has  position.  The  General  Assembly  of 
Virginia,  my  immediate  constituents,  and  whose 
set-vant  I  am,  are  now  in  session,  and  watching 
with  'a  scrutinising  eye  our  deliberations  in  this 
chamber.  To  thai  Legislature — to  a  Whig  Legis- 
lature, as  it  has  been  reputed  to  be — 1  boMly  de- 
fine my  position.  lu  these  days,  when  novelty  and 
change  are  all  the  rage,  I  can  have  no  hope  that 
the  definition  I  shall  give  can  carry  with  it  the 
pleasure  which  that  given  by  my  colleague  will 
convey  to  those  for  whom  it  was  intended.  Of  this 
I  am  certain,  that  it  will  lack  one  of  the  best  ingre- 
dients of  every  pleasore — surprise!  I  dare  say 
that  my  position  will  be  found  to  be  the  same 
plain,  old  fashioned,  and,  I  would  fain  believe, 
straightforward  one  which  I  have  held  from  the 
first  moment  that  I  entered  into  the  service  of  the 
people.  /  have  no  Mghland  Jling  to  throw  off",  no 
ground  and  le^y  tumh/ing  with  which  to  amuse,  and 
no  brilliant  somerset  with  which  to  delight  afid 
astonish  any  person.  Air.  President,  if  I  should 
speak  less  of  the  bill,  which:  is  the  immediate  sub- 
ject of  deliberation  for  the  Senate,  than  of  other 
natteiB,  1  find  my  apology  and  eicnie  ia  the  many 


186 


APPENDIX  TO  THE  CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBE. 


Feb.  1B59. 


25th  Coo Sd  Ssss. 


InUrference  of  Federal  offieer$  in  electJons^^Mr.  Boane, 


Senate. 


examples  which  have  l>ecn  set  me  in  this  chamber, 
and  in  the  comity  invariabljr  extended  by  the 
Senate  \o  its  members.  With  this  introduction, 
and  with  a  view  that  I  shoaJd  Dot  seem  to  have 
been  ioatteniive  to  the  important,  the  vital  bill  now 
on  yoor  table,  I  beg  leave  to^make  a  few  remarks 
in  regard  to  it. 

Sir,  I  agree  with  my  colleagoe  in  regard  to  that 
bill,  oi\[y  so  far  as  he  represents  it  to  be  one  of 
great  and  of  pervading  importance.  None  could  be 
mose  so.  I  might  well  leave  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Judiciary,  which  has,  in  a  masterly 
manner,  exposed  the  dangers  of  this  bill,  to  the  lu* 
minous  speech  of  its  author,  the  honorable  Senator 
from  New  Jecsey,  [Mr.  Will,]  in  defence  of  its 
positions;  and  the  bill  itself,  and  the  arguments  in 
rs  favor,  to  the  masterly,  and,  in  my  opinion,  un- 
answerable speech  of  the  honorable  Senator  from 
Pennsylvania,  [Mr.  Buchaitan.]  Any  .thing  from 
me  now,  would  be  but  a  vain  atteoipt  to  "add  a 
perfume  to  the  violet.**  But,  sir,  I  differ  so  totally 
and  entirely  from  my  colieauge  on  this  question, 
that  I  cannot,  and  will  nut,  forbear  to  notice  some 
ot  his  points.  And,  sir,  first  and  foremost,  1  beg 
leave  to  say^  that  I  utterly  differ  from  him  in  the 
doctrine  he  urges  in  defence  of  this  bill,  and  has 
oAen  pressed  on  other  occasions — of  the  "duty  of 
the  GonmawU  to  uk$  eore  of  the  pcopub.*'  Sir, 
1  repudiate  and  utterly  deny  any  such  doctrine.  It 
is  at  war  with  the  genius  of  our  institutions— it  is 
at  war  with  the  spirit  of  the  Constitution — it  is  at 
war  with  all  my  observation  and  understanding  of 
the  practical  operation  of  our  Government,  from 
the  ^ear  1789,  to  the  present  moment.  It  was  the 
intention  of  those  who  framed  it,  to  make  this,  as 
nearly  as  possible,  a  Government  of  the  people, 
klentified  with  them,  and  finding  its  only  support 
in  their  virtue,  affections,  intelligence,  and  wisdom. 
The  doctrine,  sir,  that  it  is  the  duty  of  the  Gcvtm- 
went  to  tahe  care  of  ihc  people,  is  a  doctrine  much 
better  suited  to  that  country  which  has  a  ''king 
that  can  do  no  wrong',**  and  a  legislature  that  is  **om- 
ntpolenl,**  than  tu  this  country,  where  all  the  power 
of  the  Qovernment  is  granted  by  the  people;  and 
that  power  not  specifically  granted,  is  specially 
reeerved  to  ihenu  Sir,  England,  has  been  glorified 
in  this  chambef ,  and  hel  1  up  as  the  fountain  of 
our  liberty,  an9  the  proper  model  tor  our  imita- 
tion. I  will,  by-and-by,  touch  upon  that  view  taken 
by  my  colleague;  .'or  the  present  I  will  only  remark 
on  this  one  great  essential  difference  between  the 
liberty  of  the  people  of  England  and  this  country. 
It  is  this:  Thai  all  the  liberty  which  the  people  of 
England  enjoy,  is  by  grants  forced  and  extorted 
from  their  Qoverntnem;  whilst  all  the  power  pos- 
sessed by  the  Government  of  America,  has  been 
cauliovshf  and  ipartng/y  frofOed  by  the  pboplb,  who 
retain  to  themselves  all  that  is  not  plambf  and  elear^ 
ly  granted.  Sir,  I  acknowledge  not  this  doctrine  of 
the  *Muty  of  Government  to  take  care  of  the  people.** 
There  is  no  knowing  the  dangers  and  excesses  to 
which  it  might  not  lead.  I  adopt,  as  my  creed,  pre- 
cisely the  reverse  of  such  a  doctrine,  and  say  that 
it  is  the  duty  of  the  people  to  take  care  of  their  Go- 
vernment. The  Government  belongs  to  them,  and 
not  they  to  the  Government.  So  much,  sir,  hastily, 
for  this  point. 

Sir,  what  is  the  bill  on  your  table?  It  proposes 
to  make  it  highly  penal  for  certain  persons  holding 
ofiices  under  the  General  Government  to  give  their 
opinion,  except  by  a  vote  at  the  polls,  about  any 
public  election  whatever,  whether  for  the  General 
or  State  Govjernments ! !  And  this  bill  is  advocated 
by  .my  colleague!  Sir,  1  do  most  cordially  agree 
with  my  honorable  friend  from  Pennsjlvania  [Mr. 
Buchanan]  when  he  calls  it  a  gag  law,  and  pro- 
.nounces  it  to  be  worse  than  the  "siedition  law." 
That  law  went  to  abridge  the  freedom  of  the  press,, 
and  permitted  the  truth  to  be  given  in  evidence,  and 
this  goes  direetly  and  openly '*io  abridge  the  freedom 
and  liberty  of  speech,'*  which  is  so  sacredly  guard- 
ed by  the  Constitution.  **None  of  these  enumerated 
office  holders,**  says  the  bill,  "shall  persuade  or  dis- 
suade any  elector  to  give,  or  not  to  give,  a  vote  !'* 
Persuade,  sir,  means  to  advise,  and  advice  is  mu&t 
frequently  the  mtre  expression  of  opinion.  And, 
sir,  we  are  told  that  one  hundred  thousand  fVeemen 
of  America  are  to  be  put  under  the  ban  of  this 
odious  law,  and  subjected  to  the  surveillance  of  the 


mi/tton  of  base  informers  who,  by  it,  art  to  he  re- 
warded with  money  for  eavesdropping,  and  dis- 
torting and  reporting  the  generous  impulses  of  the 
freemen  of  your  States,  to  whom  alone  is  lelt  the 
power  to  legislate  on  th»  ^reat  right  of  suffrage. 
There  is  n«it  a  State  in  thii>  Union  that  has  not  legis- 
lated on  it;  that  has  not  passed  laws  to  protect  its 
freedom,  and  to  punish  its  a^use. 

But,  sir,  why  is  it  that  this  bill  has  not  embraced 
all  the  officers  of  the  General  Government?  Why 
has  it  omitted  the  highest,  who,  from  their  ttation, 
their  talent,  and  frequently  their  weaith,  might  be 
supposed  to  have  influence  on  their  countrymen? 
It  has  assailed  those  who,  its  advocates  8ay,  owe  their 
hread  to  the  Qovimunent.  Yes,  sir,  we  have  heard 
a  great  deal  about  custom-house  officers,  about 
weighers  and  gangers  and  tide  waiters,  as  if  their 
*V»ersua9i<m*'  or  '*dimuuion^*  was  to  control  the  des- 
tinies of  elections.  Sir,  when  we  see  men  filling 
the  second  most  elevated  station  in  the  world  inter- 
fering in  elections — nay,  sir,  endeavoring  to  pro- 
mote their  own,  to  the  very  highest  station,  it  is 
mockery  indeed  to  pass  a  law  to  muzzle,  to  gag 
and  silence  weighers,  gaugers,  tidewaUers,  and  firii/- 
drieenn  And  at  last,  sir,  what  is,  or  has  ever  been, 
the  power  and  influence  of  these  **legions,**  these 
*Tnetorian  bands,'*  as  my  colleague  calls  them? 
In  the  cities,  where  Grovemment  officers  are  most 
numerous,  the  Administration  haa  been  defeat#*d. 
Look  to  New  York,  Boston,  Philadelphia,  Balti- 
more, and  Richmond.  Indeed,  sir,  look  through- 
out every  village  even,  where  *Hwo  or  three  are  go- 
Ihered  together^^  in  eommeree,  and  you  will  see  how 
impotent  are  all  your  public  officers  against  the  ail- 
corrupting  power  and  influence  of  money;  and  yet, 
sir,  we  cannot  prevail  upon  these  gentlemen,  who 
are  willing  to  abridge  the  freedom  of  speech  of  these 
poor  impotent  public  officers,  to  aid  us  in  any  effort 
to  rescue  the  Government  and  the  people  of  this 
country  from  the  foul  and  cruel  dominion  of  asso- 
ciated wealth — of  monopolies,  of  banks.  But  what 
does  the  experience  of  by-g;one  times  say  about  the 
dangerous  and  omnipotent  influence  of  these  pub- 
lic officers — these  trainbands,  these  cohorts,  and  such 
names,  with  which  they  are  designated?  Surely  no 
one  will  say  that  it  was  by  their  mighty  influence 
that  Washington,  Jefferson,  Madison,  and  Monroe 
were  kept  in  office  for  eight  years!  And  how  was 
it,  sir,  that  the  elder  and  the  junior  Adams  each 
went  by  the  board,  and  were  merged,  and  drown- 
ed, and  sunk  forever  in  the  ocean  of  popular 
indignation?  Their  "legions**  of  public  officers  were 
impotent  to  save  them.  All  their  patronage  was  of 
no  avail. 

But  why,  sir,  should  I  be  assailing  this  bill  on 
these  details,  when  it  is  to  its  prisieiples  I  object? 
Why  should  I  attack  it  on  the  facts  I  have  staled, 
when,  if  they  were  all  untrue  and  unfounded,  I 
should  b«  opposed  to  it.  I  am  opposed  to  it,  sir, 
because  it  is  uneonstUntional,  I  am  opposed  to  it 
because  the  Congress  of  the  United  Stales  have  no 
rjgAt  to  pass  any  law  "«frri4fgmg  the  freedom  of 
speech.**  Nay,  I  go  further,  and  say  they  have  no 
right  to  pass  any  law  abridging  the  freedom  of 
election,  which  great  subject  is  left  with  the  States: 
and  it  is  of  the  very  essence  of  that  freedom,  the 
*'rlght  of  freely  examining  public  characters  end  meo' 
sures,  and  of  free  cammunUaiion  among  the  people 
thereon,^*  But,  sir,  this  truth  is  gotten  over  on  the 
present  occasion  by  a  view  which,  as  far  as  my 
memory  serves  me,  was  not  presented  by  any  of 
the  sagacious  and  bold  defenders  of  the  ^'sedition 
law.**  That  view  is  taken  by  my  colleague.  It  is, 
that  the  office  holders  are  no  portion  of  the  people, 
embraced  by  the  provisions  of  the  Constitution,  or 
whose  rights  are  defended  by  the  celebrated  report  of 
Mr.  Madison !  He  informs  the  Senator  from  New 
Jersey  [Mr.  Wall]  that  he  does  not  understand 
that  great  work;  that  he  has  read  it  to  but  little  ad- 
vantage if  he  does  not  sec  that  public  officers  are  no 
portion  of  the  people,  contemplated  in  that  unequal- 
led  defence  of  constitutional  right !  I,  sir,  like  my 
friend  fVom  New  Jersey,  have  also  read  this  glc- 
rious  document,  (holding  Madison's  report  In  his 
hand,) — this  Utile  br>ok,  which  I  once  heard  John 
Randolph  call  his  political  Bible — to  but  little  por- 
pose,  if  one  hundred  thousand  free  citizens,  (the 
number  mentioned  by  my  colleague,)  who  have 
rendered  ((lemselves  respectable  enough  in  their 


various  callings  of  life,  to  become  public  officen, 
are  at  that  moment  cut  off  from  the  great  constitu- 
tional rights  secured,  without  exception,  to  all  the 
peoplei    Officers  of  the  Government  not  a  portion 
of  the  pooplel    The  proposition  is  sUrtliog;  it  is,  to 
me,  monstrous  1    I  hardly  know  how  td  refute  it 
But,  sir,  I  turn  to  this  sacred  paper,  the  Constitu- 
tion.   You  will  there  find  that  the  word  pcepie  is 
mentioned  six  times,  and  six  times  eniy.    I  will  be 
as  little  tedious  as  possible;  but  let  us  look  into  iL 
The  first  time  the  word  occurs,  is  in    the  pre- 
amble:   **We,  the  PEOPLE,**   dec   "to    seeitrt  the 
blessings  of  Vkerty  to  ounelees  and  posterity,**  dc 
Now,   sir,   it    is  evident   that  no  office  holden 
of  the  Government  could  be  members  of  the  con- 
vention that  created  it;  yet,  sir,  if  my  colleague** 
doctrine  is  correct,  that  the  iffies  holders  are  not  a 
portion  of  the  people,  it  would  inevitably  follow  that 
those  men  who  now  hold  offices  under  the  General 
Goveriwnent,  who  are  the  "  postxwtt"  of  tbathea 
people  of  the  United  Slates,  are  not  entUled  to  the 
''  blesrings  ofliberiy,"  which  that  charter  intended 
to  secure  to  *'  themselves  and  peitertty.*'    The  se- 
cond occurrence  of  the  word  is  in  the  3d  section  of 
the  1st  article:  **Members,^kcshall  be  chosen  every 
second  year,  by  the  fik>plb  of  the  several  States, 
and  th :  electors  in  each  Sta^e,**  etc    Now,  sir,  in 
this  place  the  peeple  are  mentioned  withoet  mfrie- 
lien;  and  such  of  them  as  are  eleeters,  by  the  flMi 
lews,  are  sseured  in  eU  the  qnalifications  granted  by 
the  laws  of  the  State;  and  there  is  no  law  in  any 
Slate,  that  I  know  of— cerlaialy  not  in  Virginia— 
that  deprives  Federal  officers  of  ^hy  of  the  rights  of 
other  electors.    The  third  instance  occurs  i%tbe 
first  amendment  to  the  Constitution:  '<  Copies 
shall  make  no  law  abridging  the  right  of  the  weeple 
peaceably  to  assemble,'*  etc     Now,  sir,  if  the 
<iffieers  of  the  Federal  Government  are  not  a  portion 
of  the  p«op/e,  they  lose  this  inestimable  privikfc. 
The  fourth  occurretice  of  this  word  peepts^  in  oar 
charter,  is  in  the  second  amendmenu  "A  well  re- 
gulated militia,  etc    The  right  of  the  people  to  bear 
arms  shal I  not  be  questioned.**    Who  does  not  per- 
ceive that,  under  this  extraordinary  doctrine  ad- 
vanced by  my  coUeagHe,  no  public  officer  embraced 
in  this  bill  can  keep  ajflreloelE?    The  fifth  time  this 
word  people  is  written  in  the  Constitution,  is  found 
in  ihs  fourth  amendment:  "The  right  of  the  peepk 
to  be  secure  in  their  persons,  houses,  papers,  aJMi 
effects,  against  unreasonable  searches  and  seiznicsg 
shall  not  be  questioned.**    What  security  have  the 
poor  public  officers  against  search  and  seizare,  if 
this  monstrous  doctrine,  that  tkey  form  no  portion  of 
the  people,  is  to  prevail?    The  sixth  and  last  tioM 
in  wbicli  the  word  people  is.  to  be  found  in  the  Codt 
stitntion,  is  in  the  tenth  amendment:  *'  The  pemen 
not  delegeted  to  the  United  States,  etc  arc  reaerved 
to  the  States  respectively,  or  to  the  people.^    I  am 
sorry,  Mr.  President,  to  have  been  thus  tedious. 
Who,  sir,  does  not  see  from  this  plain,  simple  read- 
ing of  the  Constitution,  that  an  officer  of  this  Go* 
verment,  who  ought  to  feel  at  least  that  he  is  a  free- 
man, is  cut  off  from  every  right  wbieh  this  Cooflt- 
tuiion  meant  to  secure  to  freemen,  if  this  new  a»l 
astounding  doctrine  be  true?    But,  Mr.  Preaideni, 
I  must  pass  to  other  points,  as  1  have  much  to  aif 
on  other  matters,  bteides  this  bill. 

My  colleague  says  **he  docs  not  look  npo«  the 
report  against  this  bill  as  the  work  of  an  indi- 
vidual, but  as  a  concerted  system  to  sustain  the 
Executive  by  the  partv!*'  Strange  language  Ihif 
from  that  source.  May  I  ask  him  what  he  nacaBi 
by  "ihe  party?**  What  party,  sir,  does  mj  cot- 
league  spf>ak  of?  It  is  too  early  for  him  lobe 
talking  with  emphesis  about  "the  party  '*  8udk 
language  may  evince  hjs  feeling  towards  the  ^Sa^ 
cutive**  he  is  so  distressed  to  see  receiving  suppoi^ 
but  I  must  be  permitted  to  say  that  it  can  havaat 
further  effect. .  It  is  "od  eoplandiMh**  and  caa  MJ|r 
be  intended  to  aid  in  breaking  down  this  A  rtminii 
tration.  My  colleague  a»ks  the  Senator  fipon 
New  Jersey,  [Mr.  VI all,]  with  a  flourish,  if  **W 
are  to  undeisiand  that  Democracy  will  bear  Mm  w^ 
fusion  of  Federalism?*'  I,  sir,  answer  )es.  Yelp 
sir,  true  Dear.ocracy  will  bear  an  infosinn  of  Aift 
Federalism  which,  when  our  conmry  is  wtaaitg 
with  .a  foreign  or  a  domestic  .foe,  girds  dM.  iHKM* 
ipcM^,  and,  sword  in  hanilc  f"^^  ^'i^  ^  tM^MIt 
fit'ld  to  encounter  its  foes,  instead  of  covnmm^'ti 
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jgmifardy  or  any  whefe  etee,  to  kII  the  ooantry  to 
tbe  invading  enemy.  Good  Demoeraey  will  bear 
aa  iafnsion  of  that  FeJeralism  which,  in  ad  limes, 
will  advocate  aod  sustain  the  unalienable  rights  of 
man,  the  freedom  of  eonaeienee,  the  freedom  of  the 
fttti,  and  of  rclyi«i»,  and  of  tpttth.  My  Demo- 
cmcy  wii]  bear  an  infusion  of  all  that;  and  if  my 
colleague^  will  bear  an  infusion  of  the  principles 
contained  in  the  bill  under  disenssion,  I  can  only 
say  that  his  is  a  very  difierent  Democracy  from 
mine,  or  from  any  I  had  ever  sapposed  htm  to  pos- 
sess. I  consider  this  bill  much  worse  than  the 
memorable  sedition  law.  That  assailed  ihe  freedom 
of  the  press,  and  permitted  the  truth  lo  be  given  in 
ef  idenee.  But  this,  sir,  is  a  gi^  U»;  it  is  a  direct 
violation  of  the  Constitution,  because  it  abridges, 
the  freedom  of  speech,  and  is  demoralizing  in  its 
tendency,  by  creating  a  host  of  miserable  spies  and 
iaformers.  My  colleague  objects  to  the  able  report 
of  the  committee,  because,  he  says,  it  ialtsMle*  tbat 
sndh  alaw  might  be  rtsiiled,  and  asks  who  would 
resist  a  law  passed  with  all  the  constitutional 
rosMS.  1  say  to  him,  sir,  that  /  would.  I 
say  to  this  Senate,  and  to  the  world,  tbat  I 
would  not  regard  constitutional  Foaais  when  the 
sabuanoe  was  wauting — tbe  ConstitatiJU  violated, 
and  my  liberty  usurped— /omu/  talk  not  to  roe  of 
fwmB!  The  alien  and  sedition  laws  had  all  the 
firimM  of  the  CSonstituiion !  and  had  I  been  on 
Ihe  theatre  then,  I  would  have  resisted  them  to 
any  and  every  length;  if  reason  and  tntth  had 
not  timely  prevailed  over  bpronuiy  and  titJMttce. 
AaJ,  sir,  should  the  odious  bill  on  yoar  table  be- 
come a  law,  and  I  ever  become  a  public  officer,  there 
is  no  torture,  no  rack  which  the  inventive  genius 
of  cruelty  could  devise,  which  should  compel  me  lo 
relinquish  the  rights  which  it  proposes  to  usurp. 

iAy  colleague  complains  of  some  comparison  which 
bus  been  made  between  the  offioersof  the  Gk>7emment 
and  bank  oiiioers;  he  contrasts  them,  and  gives  the 
preference  to  the  latter,  as  being  StoAt  offieers,  in- 
asmuch as  bmiks  an  *'  Stele  iastifulioiis;"  and  he 
ai4rs  if  it  is  Democratic  to  decry  lAeml  He 
farther  tells  us  that  Mr.  Jeffenon  revered  *<  SitOe 
tiisfttaltoiu,"  therefore,  of  course,  Mr.  Jeffenmi  re- 
.  vered  Stale  hatJcs  !  Sir,  1  have  no  hostility  to  banks; 
I  would  do  tbem  no  violence  or  injustice;  let  them 
go  on  aod  trade,  and  specnlaie,  and  shock  and 
eonvulse  the  country  from  lime  to  time,  I 
have  nothing  to  say;  bnt  in  Ihe  sense  which 
my  colleague  means,  I  totally  deny  that  they 
are  State  institotions.  On  the  contrary,  unless  they 
are  checked  by  legislative  power,  or  unless,  as  has 
ever  been  my  hope,  the  evtl  shall  cure  itself,  they 
will  overshadow,  and  ultimately  overawe,  yoor 
legitimate,  constitutional.  State  institutions — the 
departments  of  ihe  Government. 

My  colleague  has  informed  the  nation  that  he 
W9S  the  prslige  of  Mr.  Jefferson.  I  stand  here  to 
rescue  that  great  Apostle  of  Liberty  from  the  impu- 
tuiion  that  he  revered  these  State  institutions — these 
State  banks.  I  undertake  to  say  that  not  a  word 
that  ever  escaped  his  lips,  or  his  pen,  warrants  the 
imputation;  on  the  contrary,  he  thought  them  ini* 
mical  to  liberty  and  to  virtue.  In  the  many  vo- 
lames  which  John  Taylor  of  Caroline  wrote,  there 
is  se-ireely  a  page  on  which  he  does  not  denounce 
them;  and  Mr.  Jefierscn  has  solemnly  said,  that  that 
l^real  man  had  never  written  a  word  to  which  he 
did  aot  give  his  assent.  He  said  he  had  r^ad  his 
^writaigs  annually,  and  recommended  to  the  rising 
yoaib  of  the  country  to  do  the  same.  Bnt  my  col- 
'}mmgoe  says  that  "State  rights''  ''implies  jealousy  of 
Ex9a»^9e  power" !  It  is  strange  to  me  how  any 
person  professing,  as  he  does,  to  onderstand  and  to 
admire  this  little  volume,  (Madison's  report,)  can 
have  fallen  into '  so  gross  an  error*  I  have  only 
lime  to  refer  him  to  that  report,  to  prove  how  ut- 
ccrlT  erroneous  is  the  position,  it  inculcaies  on 
the  States  a  jealousy  of  their  reserved  rights  against 
ggU  and  every  department  of  the  General  €K>vern- 
ment,  and  utterly  repudislee  ihe  idea  of  special  and 
^jtdosive  danger  from  the  ^^rtuHve;  and  who 
does  not  know  Mr.  Jefferson^  opinions  on  this 
jMibjeei?  He  speaks  of  danger  to  State  rights  from 
All  The  departments  of  the  Federal  Gk>vernmenl, 
but  says:  ^*Thia  judiciary  is  the  subtle  corps  of 
cappers  and  minen,  worlong  under  groond  to  un- 
etcnni^e  the  foundations  of  our  eonfedarated  fa- 


bric." Np,  sir,  this  exeianoe  jeak>usy  of  £xeei»- 
ftse  power  is  not  sustained  by  tbe  Constitution,  or 
any  of  its  contemporaneous  expounders.  It  is  a 
partofaiMlen»  inachinery,  worked  on  the  preju- 
dices of  tbe  people  by  those  who  want  the  very 
power  they  thus  repudiate. 

My  colleague  says,  "officers  of  the  Government 
are  not  officers  of  the  people."  This,  to  me,  is  a 
new  and  strange  doctrine!  Whose  officers,  I  ask, 
are  they?  WhoM  officer  is  he  at  this  moment? 
Whose  officer  was  he  when  be  was  Minister  to 
France?  Why,  surely,  the  officer  of  the  people  of 
the  United  Stites.  According  to  his  doctrine;  that 
no  man  not  immediately  selected  by  the  people  is 
their  officePi  ihey  have  no  other  officers  of  the  Fede- 
ral Government  except  the  members  of  the  House 
of  Representatives;  for  even  the  President  and  Vice 
President  are  chosen  indirectly  by  them.  We  are 
all  officers  of  the  people,  chosen  indirectly  by  them 
to  act  for  them,  and  are  directly  responsible  to 
them  at  the  great  and  controlling  bar  of  public 
opinion. 

My  colleague  speaks  of  that  '^atrociously  cor- 
rupt doctrine,"  that  "to  tbe  victor  belong  the  spoils." 
Now,  Mr.  President,  I  have  never  paid  the  least 
regard  u>  many  of  these  phrases,  seized  upon  by 
party  newspapers  and  electioneereis,  and  often  per- 
verted from  their  true  sense.  Tbe  one  quoted,  and 
that  about  "gipry  enough  for  one  day,"  and  hun- 
dreds of  others,  are  unworthy  of  attention.  1  know 
not  to  whom  is  attributed  the  above  expression;  the 
first  time  I  ever  saw  it  in  print  over  a  responsible 
signature,  was  in  a  letter  bigoed  by  the  Senator 
from  New  York  [Mr.  Tallmadge.] 

[Here  Mr.  T.  said  it  was  mai'ked  with  inverted 
commas.] 

Be  it  so,  said  Mr.  Roank;  I  know  not  whence 
came  the  quotation,  or  whether  tbe  gentleman  used 
it  at  the' lime  in  irony,  or  derision,  or  approval. 
Let  it  ail  pa^. 

My  col  eague  says,  ''if  Mr.  Jefferson  did  not 
difiimiss  from  office,  it  was  because  no  instance  of 
interference  in  elections  occurred."  Now,  sir,  I 
can  never  forget  the  hue  and  cry  raised  against 
tiMtt great  man,  for  turning  oat  the  Federalists  whom 
bis  predecessor  had  foisted  into  every  department 
of  the  Government.  When  complaints  were  loud- 
est against  him  for  so  doing,  he  asked  what  he  was 
lo  do?  for  that  ^'none  resigned,  and  but  few  died." 
Gkn.  Washington  bad  declared  that  *'it  would  ha 
a  sort  of  political  suicide  to  put  into  office  men 
whose  political  tenets  were  adverse  to  the  measures 
of  the  General  Government."  What  would  that 
immortal  patriot  have  thought  of  the  odious  provi- 
sions of  the  bill  before  us?  But  Mr.  Jeffi>rson's 
circular  to  public  officers  has  been  read  and  ap- 
pealed to  in  justification  of  this  bill.  That  circu- 
lar only  speaks  of  the  public  officers  so  interfering 
as  to  conirol  the  free  exercise  of  the  elective  fran- 
chise. It  speaks  not  of  advice  or  pemuuion. 
No,  sir;  that  great  man,  who  thought  there 
was  no  dangler  to  our  institutions,  as  long  as 
"reason  and  truth  are  left  free  lo  combat  error," 
could  never  have  sanctioned  this  bill.  His  remedy 
was  to  turn  out  faithless  or  incompetent  officers, 
whether  that  infidelity  or  incompetency  arose  from 
intermeddling  in  elections,  or  from  any  other  cause. 
When  did  he  ever  recommend  to  Congress  to  pass 
such  a  law?  He  knew  they  had  no  such  power, 
and  (hat  he  had  ample  power  lo  make  all  his  subor- 
dinates  behave  themselves.  My  colleague  asks, 
when  did  a  minister  of  England  or  France  ever  in- 
terfere in  an  election,  as  did  the  Secretary  of  the 
War  Department,  last  fall,  by  writing  a  letter  to 
South  Carolina?  Now,  sir,  I  have  no  very  intimate 
acquaintance  with  ministerial  doings  in  England  or 
France,  but  I  am  yet  to  learn  of  that  scrupulous 
nicety,  that  fastidious  delicacy  on  the  subject  of 
elections  claimed  for  them  by  ray  colleague.  Sir,  I 
hate  read,  wiib  inexpressible  di^ust,  ofthe  tout 
corruption,  openly  practised,  to  secure  a  seat  in  the 
House  of  Commons  of  Great  Britain.  Seats  in 
that  body  are  purchased.  Great  as  seems  the  .sala- 
ry of  your  President,  instances  exist  of  a  much 
larger  amount  being  paid  by  a  candidate  for  a  seat 
in  the  House  of.  Commons.  That  country,  sir, 
where  not  one  man  in  many  thocsands  is  entitled  to 
suffrage,  can,  in  no  manner,  form  tbe  illustrations 
for  us  which  gentlemen  are  so  urgently  pressing. 


I  respect  not  the  British  examples  about  elections, 
or  office  holding. 

But,  Mr.  President,  to  the  other  point.  I  know 
nothing  of  the  letter  of  Mr. Poinsett,  which  has  been 
so  harshly  spoken  of  by  my  colleague.  I  know 
not  when,  to  whom,  or  about  what,  it  was  written; 
or  whether  it  was  an  original  or  a  responsive  letter, 
and,therefore,caunotdfefettd  or  condemn  its  contents. 
But  this  much  I  will,  say;  no  man  cares  or  thinks 
le.<^  than  I  do  about  what  is  called  ^ignihf  qfoffU$. 
The  office  of  Senator  of  the  United  States  has,  by 
many,  been  considered  in  that  aspect  as  second  on- 
ly to  that  of  the  President;  and  1  am  yet  to  learn  that 
a  Secretary  of  a  Department,  having  a  temporary 
residence  in  this  city,  is  to  be  rendered  odious  for 
writing  a  political  letter  to  his  native  Slate,  where  he 
has  leil,  for  a  time  only,  his  friends,  his  property,  and 
all  his  dearest  lights,  whilst  a  Senator  may,  with 
perfect  propriety,  write  letters  to  a  distant  State,  in 
which  he  has  no  such  slake  or  interest.  It  will  be 
readily  perceived  that  I  allude  to  a  letter  written  to 
Pennsylvania,  pending  an  important  State  election  t 

Mr.  Piesident,  I  must  omit  many  things  I  might 
say  in  reply  about  this  bill;  and  say  that  1  utterly 
disagree  with  inv  collear^ue  as  to  all  his  mighty 
compliments  on  (he  British  system,  as  affording  ex- 
amples for  us.  No  man  is  more  disposed  than  I 
to  pay  the  just  tribute  to  those  immorul  patriots^ 
who  have  occasionally  risen  in  that  nation,  and 
fallen  martyrs  to  the  tnu  spirit  of  freedom.  Locke, 
Sidney,  Russell,  Hampden,  and  others,  will  be 
ever  dear  to  the  friends  of  liberty.  But  I  deny  that 
it  is  to  them  we  owe  our  freedom.  In  support  of 
this  doctrine  so  warmly  pressed,  allusion  has  been 
made  to  the  eatly  settlers  of  out  country.  I  deny 
that  any  support  for  such  principles  can  be  drawn 
from  those  men  who  first  landed  on  the  bairen 
rock  of  Plymouth,  the  burning  sands  of  Carolina, 
or  the  island  of  Jamestown.  Their  history  aflurds 
no  countenance  to  this  doctrine.  They  fed  from 
the  persecution  and  oppression  of  that  Government, 
now  so  lauded  by  American  Senators;  they  preferred 
to  encounter  huttger,and  all  the  terrors  of  savage  man 
and  wild  beants,  than  to  submit  longer  to  the  oppres- 
sion of  that  Government,  which  is,  in  this  chamber, 
exhibited  as  a  model  for  our  imitaiicm.  The;«  peo-> 
pie  were  persecuted  and  oppressed  for  two  hundred 
years  by  that  Government;  they,  with  filial  obedi- 
ence, during  that  whole  period,  were  unresisting; 
but  at  length  were  obliged  to  raiarc  their  hand 
against  a  cruel  parent,  and  fight,  yes  fight,  for  the 
liberty  and  freedom  We  now  enjoy.  And  am  I, 
sir,  by  subscribing  to  all  the  fulsome  compliments 
to  the  British  Government,  to  cbaige  upon  my  glo- 
rious ancestors  the  crime  of  porrteide.  No,  sir;  no, 
sir.  I  totally  deny  the  truth  of  the  contrast  which 
has  been  drawn  between  the  two  Governments  in 
favor  of  England.  In  the  conflicts  of  tbe  Revo- 
lution, in  the  appeals- then  made  to  the  justice  of 
the  mother  coantry,  and  in  drafting  our  public  pa- 
pers, reference  might  well  be  had  to  BriUsh  m^§rna 
ehorta,  and  to  the  writings  of  Locke,  and  other 
British  patriots.  But  that  time  is  passed  away— 
we  have  a  magna  charta  of  our  own,  a  glo- 
rious one,  wriUen.  Yes,  sir,  written  with  a 
pencil  of  light.  Here  it  is,  sir,  (holding  aloA  the 
Constitution.)  '  By  that  sacred  instrument  do  I 
choose  to  be  guided,  without  any  reference  whatever 
to  Britiak  ''magna  charta"  or  Britiih  usages;  and 
whenever  any  measure  is  proposed,  I  am  willing  to 
adopt  the  golden  role  laid  down  in  Madison's 
report  to  lest  its  constitutionality.  "The  first  ques- 
tion is,  whether  the  power  is  expressed  in  the  Con- 
siituiion?"  If  it  be,  the  question  is  decided.  If  it 
be  not  expressed,  the  next  inquiry  must  be,  whether 
it  is  properly  an  indderU  to  an  e»pre$sed  power,  sai 
fucisaainf  to  its  execution,"  &c.  If  by  this  rule  the 
bill  before  U4  is  tested,  it  cannot  gain  favor  with  the 
American  people.  Nor  have  we  further  use  for  the 
writings  of  Lo^ke  to  define  our  liberty.  We  have 
those  of  Jefferson,  Madison,  Taylor,  and  hundreds 
of  others,  whose  paths  we  can  safely  follow.  Sir, 
those  whn  are  perpetually  quaffing  from  tbe  pure 
fountains,  as  they  call  them,  of  Locke  and  other 
British  writeis,  but  too  frequently,  before  their 
thirst  is  slaked,  are  found  drinking  from  the  muddy 
pool  of  Filmer;  y&s  sir  the  exploded  doctrines  of 
Fjlmar;  that  man  is  not  capable  of  self-govern- 
ment lies  at  the  bottom,  and  ii  'the  necessary  in- 
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ference  from  all  these  fine  theories  drawn  from 
British  writiags  and  British  practiceft.  My  col- 
league should  recollect,  in  all  his  learned,  and,  in 
my  opinion,  mistaken  applications  from  England 
to  this  country,  this  great  essential  difference  be- 
tween the  two  Governments,  which  constitutes  our 
great  shield.  There,  they  hare  septennial  elections 
and  an  hereditary  monarch;  here,  we  have  J)reqtuni 
tUcHofa  and  twenty-six  separate,  independent  Qo' 
vemmeat,  all  watching  wiih  ceaseless  vigilance  the 
movements  of  each  other,  and  of  the  Geaeral  Go- 
▼ernment,  common  to  them  all;  and,  sir,  if  my 
colleague  could  only  look  with  the  same  Demo- 
cratic eye  of  faith  and  admiration  for  the  precepts 
of  the  immortal  Jefferson  he  has  oHen  professed, 
he  would  admit  ihat  there  is  nothing  in  the  charac- 
ter or  history  of  his  life,  or  in  any  word  in  his 
writings,  that  does  not  pot  upon  the  whole  British 
vystem  ihe  seal  of  his  abhorrence  and  detestation. 
Yet,  sir,  is  that  system  quoted  in  this  Senate  as  a 
model  for  imitaiiqn,  and  as  an  argument  in  favor 
of  the  present  extraordinary  and  abominable  bill ! 
I  could  cite  innumerable  passages  from  the  writ- 
ings of  Jefferson  to  sustain  roe,  if  time  permitted; 
bnt  I  am  admonished  to  draw  to  a  close  on  this 
subject,  and  pa^>s  on  to  others.  I  am,  sir,  a  Demo- 
crat of  the  school  of  '98.  I  have  never  changed 
my  name  nor  my  principles.  My  colleague  well 
recollects  Mr.  Jefferson's  prophetic  history  of  the 
change  of  names  which  the  old  Hamil Ionian  Fede- 
ralists would  assume;  but. I  doubt  whether  his  pro- 
phetic spirit  could  keep  pace  with  the  extended 
noroendainre  of  the  present  day. 

Mr.  President,  one'  word  more  about  this 
jealousy  of  Executive  power.  I  have  shown 
that  it  is  against  Federal  power,  in  tUl  its  de- 
partneatji,  that  the  States  ou^ht  to  be  jealous. 
What  has  been  the  history  of  the  Gtovemment  as 
to  this  point?  Every  two  years  shows  you  great 
changes  in  the  popular  branch  of  your  Govern- 
ment; and  they  are  very  often  occurring  here  by 
the  power  of  a  vigilant  people.  Yet,  sir,  in  a  pe- 
riod of  fiAy  years  there  have  been  only  two  in- 
stances in  which  the  President  of  the  United  States 
has  not  given  satisfaction  to  hU  constituents — only 
twice,  in  the  thirteen  elections  we  have  had  of  a 
President,  have  the  people  expressed  their  disappro- 
bation of  his  conduct. '  Your  Congress  has  passed 
unconstitutional  laws;  one  or  more  judges  have 
been  impeached,  but  there  has  not  been  an  instance 
yet  in  which  the  President  of  the  United  States  has 
been  impeached^  No,  sir,  with  all  ilie  bitter  oppo- 
sition which  each  of  them  has  encountered,  not  one 
has  yet  been  impeaehedl  Then  why  all  this  rail- 
ing against  the  danger  of  Executive  usurpation? 
Who  does  not. see  that  it  is  unfounded,  and  all  for 
party  aggrandiMment.  Sir,  when,  some  few  years 
ago,  an  honorable  Senator  from  Kentucky,  now  in 
^7  ^y^9  [I^r.  Clat,]  offered  to  the  Senate  a  rei^o- 
lution  condemning  and  censuring,in  strong  terms,  the 
official  conduct  of  the  then  President  of  the  United 
Statei,  it  was  deemed  to  be  a  sorlof  fuoti  impeach- 
ment of  that  high  officer,  and  my  colleague  prompt- 
ly stepped  forward,  and,  by  an  able  speech,  and  an 
efficient  vote,  aided  to  expunge  the  resolution  from 
your  journals,  on  whickrit  had  been  recorded;  and 
yet,  sir,  he  is  tMio  alarmed  at  the  mighty  ^ptrnia- 
Mve"  powers  of  these  poor  gangers,  weighers,  and 
tidewaiters!!  He  is  frightened  about  Executive  pa- 
tronage. Sir,  I  must  pass  on.  My  colleague,  on 
this  subject,  as  on  many  others,  admoni5ihes  us 
against  the  "mad  dominion''  ot party  tpirU,  Yes, 
sir,  very  mucK  has  he  said  about  motives,  about 
party  and  party  tacHct,  and  party  dktaWmj  and  about 
patriotism  and  elevated,  statesman-like  views,  and 
all  that.  Not  less  strange  than  new  is  it  to 
hear  him  thus  railing  against  party! 

I  have  uothing,  sir,  to  do  with  ihc  patriotism^  or 
motives  of  any  gentleman.  I  only  claim  for  my- 
self all  that  any  Senator  can  ask  and  receive  on 
that  score;  while  I  set  up  no  special  claim  to  those 
great  statesmanlike  views,  rising  above  all  party 
feeling,  of  which  we  are  so  ofien  reminded  by  my 
colleague;  and  whilst  I  boast  not  of  a  patriotism 
Warmer,  or  motives  purer,  than  tho<:e  of  others, 
yet,  sir,  I  am  bold  to  say,  that  I  am  utterly  uncon- 
scious of  ever  having  been  actuated  by  fmy  vote 
given  in  this  chamber  by  any  other  consideration 
than  a  free,  independent,  and  unbiased  desire  to 


promote  the  public  good.  I  came  into  this  cham- 
ber, and  am  at  this  moment,  as  free  as  any  man  in 
it  to  pursue,  on  all  questions  which  may  arise, 
wMltever  course  my  own  conscience  and  judgment 
shall  indicate  as  most  conducive  to  the  best  inte- 
rests of  the  nation,  f  had  no  consistencies  to  esta- 
blish, no  inconsistencies  to  n«oncile,  no  resent- 
ments to  gratify,  no  heart  burnings  to  appease,  no 
favors  to  ask,  no  hopes  to  indulge,  no  fears  to  allay, 
and,  thank  God,  no  ambition  to  gratify.  I  brought 
with  me  no  bantling  scheme  of  my  own;  and  have 
most  patiently  and  attentively  listened  to  all  that 
have  been  proposed  by  others,  to  give  ease  to  the 
public  mind,  and  promote  the  great  interests  of  our 
beloved  country.  And  if,  sir,  like  the  fabled 
Jtfbmitf,  there  was  a  glass  in  my  bosom,  I  would 
not  hesitate  to  permit  all  the  world  to  look  in  upon 
the  operations  of  my  heart,  in  regard  to  the  great 
national  questions  we  have  agitated  in  this  cham- 
ber. Bat,  Mr.  President,  candor  requires  that  I 
should  admit  that,  on  such  an  inspection,  it  would 
not  be  found  that  those  operations  were-beyond  the 
reach  or  influence  of  party.  I  admit,  sir,  that 
they  are  much  controlled  by  party  feelings,  /pre- 
tend not  to  be  beyond  or  above  the  influence  of 
party.  I  am  a  party  man,  and  glory- in  being  so; 
for  my  heart  tells  me  that  my  party  feelings  are  the 
resnit  of  an  honest  and  an  ardent,  though,  per- 
haps, mistaken  or  misguided;  patriotism.  1  doubt 
not  the  word  of  any  gentlemau  who  says  he  is  not 
influenced  by  party  feelings.  But,  sir,  it  is  almost 
inconceivable  to  me,  how  any  man,  who  has  takers 
an  active  part  in  the  late  political  turmoils  of  the 
day,  can  be  free  frotti  its  influence.  Whoever  he  may 
be,  his  temperament  is  very  different  frpm  mine; 
and,  I  believe,  from  that  of  nine-tenths  of  the  people 
of  this  country,  and  of  England  too;  and  I  go  far- 
ther, and  say  that  neither  of  these  countries  won  Id 
long  preserve  their  liberty,  but  for  party  spirit;  and 
that  the  great  principle  of  self-preservation  will  al- 
ways afford  a  timely  check  to  its  mad  or  dangerous 
excesses.  Of  this  truth  we  have  recently  bad  an 
exemplification  at  Harrisburg,  in  Pennsylvania, 
which  is  consolatory  to  every  lover  of  the  liberty 
and  Union  of  America.  Mr.  President,  in  connec- 
tion with  this  subject  of  party  spirit,  which  my  col- 
league now  so  bitterly  reprobates,  and  in  order  ful- 
ly to  define  my  position  in  regard  to  some  of  the 
leading  topics  of  the  day,  I  beg  leave  to  be  permit- 
ted to  take  a  brief  and  rapid  review  of  the  present 
Administration  of  the  Federal  Government,  and  its 
supporters  and  opponents. 

Throughout  America  we  have  recently  passed 
through  a  convulsive  struggle  to  form  a  new  Execu- 
ti  ve  Aflministration.  Violent,  indeed,  was  that  strug- 
gle. That  party  who,  for  eight  long  years,  had  so 
bitterly  opposed  all,  ay,  sir,  indiscriminately  all  the 
leading  measures  of  the  late  Administration,  made 
al>old,  grand,  and  well  concerted  effort  to  elect  a 
Chief  Magistrate  entertaining  their  own  feelings 
and  opinions.  Their  opponents  were  equally  acti>x; 
and  untiring  in  their  exertions  to  elect  one  who 
would,  in  the  main,  pursue  the  course  of  that  re- 
viled Administration;  ay,  sir,  if  you  choose  so  to 
have  if,  who  would  "foUoio  in  the  foolstepe  t/Aw 
Uttulriotu  predecessor,*^  They  succeeded  in  those 
exertions,  and  elected  the  present  Chief  Magistrate. 
I,  sir,  in  Virginia,  in  my  individual  capacity,  took 
a  zealous  and  open  part,  within  my  l:mited  sphere 
of  action,  in  aiding  to  bring  Martin  Van  Bnren,  of 
New  York,  to  the  station  he  now  so  ably  fills,  and 
was  one  of  the  organs  of  Virginia,  in  herelecioral 
college,  to  bestow  upon  him  the  vote  of  that  ancient 
Democratic  Commonwealth.  In  that  memorable 
contest,  we  encountered  all  thut  excited,  nay,  mad- 
dened, party  spirit  could  address  to  the  ignorance, 
to  the  fears,  the  prejudices,  or  interests  of  a  virtuous 
people.  The  vocabulary  of  epithet  was  exhausted 
and  heaped  upon  u*.  The  foulest  names  ever  given 
to  a  party  were  freely  bestoued  upon  us  by  our  ad- 
versaries, and  the  fairest  that  evfer  adorned  the 
friends  of  liberty,  were  assumed  for  themselves;  t>nr 
all,  all,  sir,  would  not  do.  The  pe(»p1e  couM  not 
be  intimidated  or  deluded;  they  couJd  not  be  "  per- 
snatled  or  dissuaded;"  they  could  not  be  led  or 
driven,  to  abandon  those  evident  principles  of  Re-' 
publicanism  they  had  so  long  and  so  dearly  che- 
rished. In  vain,  sir,  had  they  been  told  that 
Andrew  Jackson  was  a   despoi,  a   knave,  and  a 


yeo{— in  vain  had  they  been  told,  in  one  braath, 
that  he  was  a  self  wiUsd,  oMMfe,  indomiiMa  fy- 
rantj  and  in  the  next,  that  he  was  a  eypfter,  a  smppU 
tool,  a  mere  autofiMlm,  vilely  naed  by  otbera;  aad 
in  vain,  also,  were  they  told  by  these  aaoM  men, 
that  the  promises  of  Martin  Van  Bwrm  conld  doc 
be  relied  on;  that  he  was  falaehood  and  ireadbory 
personified;  t\iai,  notwithstanding  his  od  declared 
opposition  to  a  National  Bank,  he  would,  in  hia 
first  message  to  Congress,  recommend  one  in  ita 
most  odious  form,  to  be  located  in  his  favorite  city 
of  New  York;  and  that,  mangre  all  hts  honeyed 
words  and  fair  promises  about  Scmtkam  rigkis,  and 
the  sacred  eomproimses  of  the  Cmstitotion,  he  wooM, 
before  he  was  warm  in  the  Presidential  chair, 
show  himself  to  be  in  heart  and  deed'  a  AbrlAem 
MoHHonut!  and  nKuch  more  such  prophetic  stuff, 
which  I  will  not  waste  your  precious  time  to  reca- 
pitulate. Has  be  verified  the  forebodings  of  thean 
men  m  any  one  of  these  pariiculanl  I  ask  Ms 
friends,  and  I  ask  his  foes;  and  for  their  complele 
and  entire  falsification,  I  appeal  to  the  three  oalm, 
luminous,  statesmanlike,  Republican  messages  he 
has  already  sent  to  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States;  and  I  furthermore  appeal  to  his  whole  con* 
duct,  both  public  nad  private,  since  he  has  filled 
the  Presidential  chair.  I  have,  it  is  true,  heard 
much  difference  of  opinion  about  the  correctness 
and  practicability  of  his  views  in  regard  to  the 
finance  and  currency  of  the  country;  but  I  hnTe 
heard  no  man  yet  doubt  their  canstiUOiamdliff,  or 
complain  of  the  temper  or  manner  in  which  thcj 
have  been  submitted  to  the  consideration  of  Con- 
gress. And  here  permit  me,  sir,  for  myse^^,  to  saj, 
that  I  have  heard  no  man  yet  (and  I  have  iirteped 
attentively  to  all  that  has  been  said  here,  and  read 
much  that  has  been  written)  who  has  answered  Ihe 
laci^  arguments  by  which  he  has  sustained  ttieaa, 
or  shaken  the  firm,  Republican,  oonsiitntaonai 
ground  on  which  his  recommendation  of  an  lode- 
pendent  Treasury,  in  which  to  keep  the  peopled 
money,  secure  from  the  clutches  of  bank  or  other 
speculators,  is  based.  Mr.  President,  believing 
Martin  Van  Buren  to  be  a  Republican,  and  a 
statesman  of  the  first  ordci,  I  came  into  Congress 
with  a  predisposition,  nay,  sir,  I  might  almost  say 
with  a  pledge,  ^nd  predetermination,  to  snpport 
his  Administration,  not  righi  or  lerMg,  sir;  no,  sir 
not  to  'VegiKer  his  edidt;"  no,  sir:  foe  I 
alhor  and  loath  all  dependence  and  «■§• 
eafage,  as  much,  or  more^  4han  those  who  now 
boast  most  loudly  of  their  iMdependenec  and  pa- 
triotism and  disintorssiedness.  I  eame  here  eleaed 
by  those  who  contributed  to  elect  him;  and  I  came, 
sir,  I  repeat,  determined  to  support  his  Administiar 
tion,  as  far  as  I  possibly  could,  with  a  safe  con- 
science, and  not  to  abandon  it  for  light  and  trivai 
causes;  and,  above  all  things,  for  any  cause  person- 
al to  myself.  This  course,  I  undertake  to  !«y,was 
expectetl  from  me  by  every  man  of  every  party 
in  Virginia.  I  have  thus  far  given  to  it  an  honest 
support;  and,  in  so  doing,  my  conscience  and 
my  judgment  sustain  my  course.  Nor,  Kir 
has  it  been  necessary  to  my  support  of  his  Admin* 
istration,  that  I  should  concur  in  stf  his  views  and 
recommei)dations,  any  more  than  that  I  abonld 
have  deemed  it  proper  to  become  its  bitter  oppi^ 
ser,  because  i  differed  with  him  on  any  one  mea- 
sure of  policy.  That,  sir,  I  have  done,  and  am  at 
all  times  free  to  do.  It  cannot  be  expected  ihat 
there  can, in  the  nature  of  the  human  mind,  be  a  mnir 
versa  1  concurrence  of  opinion  on  every  safajeetp 
even  among  those  who  genefallj  agree,  l^e  i 
country  knows  my  course,  from  the  first 
I  took  my  9eat  in  the  Senate  to  the  presents 
in  regard  to  the  srrrat  subject  of  the  public  laadii 
on  which  I  have  differed  entirely  from  many  ofay 
political  friends;  and,  sir,  had  I  been  associated 
V  ith  my  colleague  during  the  administration  of 
G<eneral  Jackson,  when  he  recommended  the  same 
policy  in  regard  to  the^,  whieh  is  advocated  by 
his  succe»!ior,  I^honld  have  differed  with  kimifiki% 
with  the  same  cordiality  with  which  he  ii«v  con- 
curs u'ith  me.  .  But,  sir,  a  difference  with  the  A4» 
ministratiof!  on  this  great  subject  has  not,  for  a 
moment,  indicated  that  it  was  my  doty  In  oppete  k 
out  and  on tj'and  affiliate  myself  with  thoee  wha 
avow  **  y^saompramisimg  hei^Hhf  to  JMnHa  Wm 
Bnren."    No,  sir,  1  have  gone  on  alead^y  to  g**^ 
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to  bis  Administftiion  an  honest,  and  a  conseieotioas 
'VpP9>''>  9^  l^t  *n«  ><(<)>  sir,  that  as  long  as  I  ^hall 
remain  here^  and  the  Prestdeot  shaJl  advocate  ifie 
inie  principles  of  the  Coostimiion  and  Repablican 
doctrines,  as  he  has  thu^  far  done,  that  support 
will  be  eontinaed  with  unabated  zeal  aod  pleasure. 
Does  this,  sir,  define.mr  positioni  No,  sir,  not  as 
loUy  as  I  desire.  My  colleague,  who  has  from  time 
to  time,  and  Uttle  by  little,  "  defined  ln$  posi- 
tion" towards  this  Administration,  and  rtctnthf  in 
a  manner  which  none  here  present  doubt  or  misun- 
derstand, was  with  me,  or  rather  I  should  say,  I 
was  with  him,  as  far  as  I  had  an  opportunity  to 
Indw,  (and  I  had  many,)  in  every  thought  and 
feeling,  daring  the  late  warmly  contested  Presi- 
dential election;  and,  for  the  life  of  me,  I  cannot 
aee  why  it  is  that  we  are  now  so  wide  apart  in  those 
thoughts  and  feelings  about  the  Administration,  and 
administrators  of  the  Qovernment.  I  know  of  no 
public  reasons  for  this  difierence,  and  much  less  of 
any  private  ones.  But,  sir,  either  I  or  my  colleague 
hare  entirely  changed  our  positions,  since  we  were 
sent  hither;  and  I  am  reluctantly  driven  to  put  my- 
aelf  upon  my  country,  to  say  whether  it  is  I  who 
kave  changed,  as  is  roundly  charged  by  my  col- 
league upon  all  the  friends  of  the  Administration. 

Mr.  President,  before  I  came  here  as  a  Senator, 
I  was  personalty  unacquainted  with  Martin  Van 
Boren.  My  colleague  knew  him  intimately;  h? 
had  served  with  him  in  public  lifr;  he  had  stood 
aboalder  to  shoulder  with  him  in  (his  Chamber,  in 
resisting  the  powerful  and  combined  assaults  which 
were  made  on  the  great  measures  of  Jackson's  ad- 
ministration; he  had  zealously  supported  his  elec- 
tion to  the  Presidency;  be  had  voted  for  me  as  one 
of  the  electors  of  Virginia,  substantially  pledged  to 
-vote  ior  J)im;  and  I  have  no  hesitation  in  saying 
that,  amidst  i\\  the  foul  charges  brought  against 
this  then  personal  stranger  to  me,  the  i;upport  which 
my  colleague  thus  gave  him,  sirengthoned  my  con- 
fidence in  the  correctness  of  the  vote  I  had  givin 
for  him  at  the  po/&,  and  afterwards  be<;towed  upon 
him  as  a  member  of  the  Electoral  College.  On  my 
arrival  here  as  a  Senator,  I  determined  to  endeavor 
during  my  stay  in  this  ciiy,  to  form  a  personal  ac- 
qnaintance  with  the  President,  and  to  judge  for 
myself  in  regard  to  the  many  charges  which  had 
been  brought  against  him.  Accident  has  afforded 
jne  a  fuller  opportunity  for  this  investigation  than  I 
could  have  anticipated;  and,  sir,  I  have  scanned, 
with  a  scrutinizing  <*ye,  as  far  as  my  poor  abilities 
woald  enable  me,  the  character,  opinions^  and  con- 
duct of  the  fmm.  I  have,  sir,  when  the  ''curtain  of 
ceremony  was  drawn  to  the  $kies,**  and  when  it 
was  utterly  impossible  for  him  to  know  the  opera- 
lions  of  my  mind,  "tented  him  to  the  quick.'*  I 
have  looked,  but  looked  in  vain,  sir,  for  all  those 
leading  characteristic  traits  of  non-committalism, 
and  management,and  intrigue,and  **mighty  mastic,** 
wherewithal  he  was  so  loudly  charged.  I  believe, 
sir,  that  his  first  message  to  the  Congress  of 
the  United  States  has  hushed  forever  all  the 
croakings  about  his  non-committalism;  and  that  all 
the  s!aog  about  bis  magic  arts  ceased  as  soon  as  it 
was  found  powcrlej«  to  dope  and  deceive  the  peo- 
ple. Does  any  one  pretend  that  the  President  has 
as  yet  violated  any  of  the  principles  which  those 
who  elected,  expected  him  to  maintain?  Let  the 
continued,  the  untiring  and  remorseless  oppoj«ition 
of  the  far  greater  part  of  those  whi  opposed  his 
election,  answer  the  question;  let  those  of  them  who 
now  give  cither  the  cold,  reluctant  approbation  of 
si1«nee,  or  arc  willing  to  receive,  as  a  ^'good  half' 
way  Aoiue,'*  the  once  by  them  denounced  and  re- 
viled "pel  bank"  "experiment,"  answer  the  ques- 
tion. And  fiow  is  it,  why  is  it,  that  I  find  my  col- 
league now  pulling  kindly  in  the  traces  with  ihe<;e 
gentlemen,  and  chargifig  upon  the  President  dupli' 
dfy  and  decepiion*i  But,  sir,  he  says  he  was  the 
frUnd^the  hett  friend^of  \he  President,  for  that  he 
mdriud  him  beforehand — nay,  sir,  he  warned 
him — not  to  recommend  to  Congress  his  scheme  of 
a  Sub-Treasury.  Ay,  sir,  he  advised  the  Prf>i- 
dent,  and  he  did  not  follow  his  advice;  he  warned 
him,  and  he  did  not  heed  his  warning,  but  went  on 
to  discharge  his  high  duty  according  to  the  dictates 
of  bis  own  judgment  and  conscience. 

Sir,  snpptose  that  some  kind  friend,   (and  would 
that  be  could  have  found  sach  a  one)  knowing  or  sus- 


pecting that  my  colleague  intended  to  recommend 
to  Congress  his  favorite  "pet  bank  scheme,"  had 
have  gone  to  him  and  told  him  that  it  was  an  ex- 
ploded experiment;  that  it  had  been  already  ftfUy 
and  fairly  tried,  and,  in  his  own  impressive  lan- 
guage, **had  signally  and  mournfully  failed;"  and 
advised  and  warned  him  not  to  submit  it;  and  that, 
not  withstanding  all  this,  he  thought  it  his  duty  to 
do  as  he  did,  and  propose  it  to  the  nation:  does  he 
ihiok  that  that  friend  should  have  manifested  to- 
wards him  the  feeling  and  temper  which  he,  on  all 
occasions,  now  evinces  towards  the  President? 

My  colleague  has  opposed  all  and  every  scheme 
thought  of  for  the  custody  and  disbursemeut  of  the 
public  money,  exHM^pt  the  one  which  he  introduced, 
which  has  notoriously  met  with  Icsar  favor  in  Con- 
gress and  elsewhere  than  any  other  yet  suggested. 
He  couderans,  with  unmeasured  censure,  the  Pre- 
sident for  again  recommending  to  the  consideration 
of  Congress  a  financial  plan,  which,  my  colleague 
says,  has  been  repudiated  by  the  voice  of  Congress 
and  the  nation.  He  knows  that  the  peop'e  have 
not  yet  finally  or  fully  passed  upon  that  plan.  He 
knows  that  it  has  twice  received  the  sanction  of 
this  body,  and  each  time  been  defeated  by  a  small 
majority  in  the  other  House  of  Congress;  and  yei, 
strange  to  tell,  he  who  urges  this  objection  to  the 
President's  plan,  thus  sustained,  is  perpetually 
pressing  on.  Congress  aod  the  nation  a  scheme 
which,  besides  himself,  finds  but  one  supporter  in 
the  Senate,  and  very  few,  indeed,  in  the  other 
House  of  Congress,  or  elsewhere—as  though  his 
plan  had  been  less  repudiated  by  the  nation  than 
the  one  submitted  by  the  President,  or  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  was  less  authorized  than 
he  to  *Weeommend  to  the  ecntideration  of  Congren  such 
nuatwe$  ot  he  thall  jvdge  ncerstory  and  expedient." 
My  colleague  is  opposnl  to  the  Bank  of  the  United 
Sraies,  because,  I  presume,  it  is  unconstitutional 
He  is  opposed  to  thft  Sob-Treasury,  because  it  wil* 
increase  Executive  patronage^  because  it  will  create 
two  eurreneiee^one  for  the  people,  and  the  other  (the 
best)  for  the  office  holdere!  and,  I  suppose,  because 
he  advised  and  warned  the  i*resident  not  to  recom- 
mend it;  and  as  to  a  special  deposite  scheme,  he 
says  that  is  all  a  humbug.  Nothing,  sir,  nothing 
but  hie  own  dear  scheme  of  "State  Rights  banks," 
oir  "Bank  State  rights,"  I  forget  which  he  called  it, 
will  do  for  htm;  and  I  am  free  to  say  that,  after  the 
fullest  attention  I  have  been  able  to  bestow  upon 
all  that  he  has  said  in  favor  of  this  his  darling  pet, 
I  can  distil  from  ii  nothing  more  than  this — that 
having,  on  the  emergency  occAsioned  by  the  re- 
moval of  ihe  deposites  in  1834  fronf  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States,  voted  for  the  experiment  of  the 
State  banks  as  fiscal  agents,  he  is  consistent  in 
voting  for  them  again.  Yes,  s^ir,  every  change  has 
been  rung  on  the  inconsistency  of  those  who  voted 
for  them  then,  and  now  that  they  have  "signally 
and  mournfully",  failed  to  answer  the  desired. pur- 
pose, are  opposed  to  trusting  them  a  second  lime; 
whilst  I  hav^  heard  from  my  colleague  not  a  word 
of  reproof  against  those  who  then  denounced  his 
scheme  as  fraught  with  corruption  and  ruin  to  the 
country,  and  neie  "damn  it  with  famt  praise,"  or 
stigmatize  it  as  "a  good  half  way  house."  Half 
way  where?  halfway  to  what?  Why,  sir,  half 
way  between  that  eomtUutional  Treasury  and  that 
uneonsHtvtional  Bank,  between  which,  my  colleague 
says,  he  would  pause  long  before  he  would  make 
an  election ! 

Mr.  President,  I  beg  leave  further  to  define  my 
position,  by  saying  that  every  day's  reflection  and 
observatioi) — nay,  that  "recent  events,"  if  my  col- 
leaeue  prefers  the  phrase — confirms  me  in  my  con- 
viction that  the  money  of  the  people  paid  for  the 
support  of  their  Government,  and  no  other  purpose, 
should  be  kept  in  a  Trea*jury  independent  of,  and 
uncontrolled  by,  any  other  Government,  or  the 
crcaturfsof  nny  other  Government  on  earth;  and 
that  I  will  try  every  possible  feasible  scheme  which 
wise,  patriotic  statesmen  can  devise,  before  I  will 
confide  the  public  treasure — the  taxes  paid  and  in- 
tended by  the  people  for  specific  purposes — to  the 
cmcontrolled  custody  (as  uncontrolled  it  must  be, 
for  I  agree  with  my  colleague  that  a  general 
schesne  of  special  deposites  is  all  a  humbug)  rf 
any  bank;  and  least  of  all,  of  banks  who  owe  their 
existence  and  allegiance  to  other  Governments,  and 


whom  we  cannot,  therefore,  supervise,  regulate, 
control,  or  punish.  If  you  cannot  exercise  these 
powers  in  regard  to  these  banks,  when  curators  of 
the  public  money,  it  seems  most  ckar  to  my  mind 
that  it  should  not  be  entrusted  to  them;  and  if  you 
can,  it  is  equally  clear  that  we  may  bid  ao  eternal 
adieu  to  all  State  rights,  exoept  what  my  colleague 
is  pleased  to  denominate  "Bank  State  rights."  Far 
be  it  from  me,  sir,  now  to  go  into  any  thing  like  an 
argument  in  favor  of  the  Sub-Treasury.  That  task 
has  long  since  been  ably  performed  by  others.  Its 
principles  are  before  the  people;  and,  like  the  prin- 
ciples of  constitutional  liberty  and  reform  on  other 
great  occasions,  m^y  be  slow,  but  will  be  sure.  It 
has  always  been  sufficient  for  me,  that  the  system 
is  supported  by  the  plain  principles  of  common 
sense  and  common  honesty,  and  is  notoriously 
the  only  mode  contemplated  by  the  framers  of  the 
Constitution,  who  denied  to  the  Government  the 
aid  of  a  National  Bank,  aod  therefore  could  not 
have  contemplated  or  anticipated  that  of  Stale 
banks,  in  conjunction  with  the  National  Trea- 
sury. 

Further,  sir,  to  define  my  position  in 
contradistinction  to  that  of  my  colleague,  and 
that  which  he  now  occupies  in  contradistinction 
to  the  one  he  occupied  a  few  years  ago, 
I  beg  leave  to  read  to  the  Senate  an  extract  or 
two  from  a  speech  delivered  by  him  in  this  cham- 
ber, in  the  year  1834,  on  the  occasion  of  the  re- 
moval qf  the  depositee,  I  know,  sir,  that  efforts 
have  been  recently  made  to  explain  away  that 
speech  to  mean  something  very  different  from  what 
its  words  clearly  import.  If  he  has  not,  since  that 
speech  was  delivered,  changed  his  opinion,  and 
shifted  his  ground,  then  indeed  is  language  a  most 
imperfect  exponent  of  thought.  /  certainly  have 
not  changed  my  opinions  on  the  subject  of  that 
speech — ^it  was  about  gold  currency.  I  shall  never 
forget  the  pleasure  with  which  I  read  it,  and  what 
golden  ofNoions  it  obtained  for  my  colleague  with 
the  entire  Democracy  of  Virginia,  or  what  heavy 
denunciations  it  brought  upon  him  from  those  with 
whom  he  is  now  co-operating  to  make  this  a  bank 
paper  Government.  But  to  the  extracts.  He  then 
said  that  "Of  all  reforms^  social,  politkal,  or  ecoao> 
mical,  required  by  the  great  interests  of  the  coun- 
try,, that  which  is  roost  uiigently  demanded,  and 
which  promi»es,  in  its  aeeompUehmentt  the  largest 
results  of  utility ,  seeurtly,  and  public  benefit,  is  be- 
yond comparison  the  RBSToa&TioN  of  t.Se  Goocnt- 
tnent  to  what  it  was  intended  by  the  framers  of  the 
Constitution  to  be — ahardmoney  Government.  We 
are  too  much  in  the  habit,  Mr.  President,  of  re- 
garding the  evUe  of  a  paper  system'  as  necessary 
and  incurable,  and  of  being  content  with  the  delu- 
sive palliation  of  th  se  evils,  supposed  to  be  de- 
rived from  the  controlling  supremacy  of  a  National 
Bank."  •  •  •  "Whatever  influence  such  an 
institution  may  be  euppeeed  to  exert  in  preserving 
the  touiidnMt  of  ihe  currency,  that  object  would  be 
much  more  eflectually  promoted  by  a  return,  as 
far  as  paAcrt cable,  to  a  mttailie  circulation.  The 
first  step  towards  that  return  is  to  let  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States'  go  down.  The  ordinary  chan- 
nels of  circulation  being  thus  supplied  with  gold 
and  f liver,  the  Qovematent  would  be  prepared, 
«piihout  hardship  to  the  public  creditor,  to  require 
payment  of  tit  dues  in  specie,  and  thus  realize  a  re- 
formy  than  which  none  could  be  more  deeply  inte- 
resting, in  every  aspect,  to  the  safely  and  prosperi- 
ty of  the  country."  •  •  •  "I  conjure  gentle- 
men, then,  with  ability  so  eminently  fined  for  this 
great  work^  to  leave  the  Bank  of  the  United  States 
to  its  fate,  and  hi  in?  forward  their  powerful  md  in 
an  effort  to  restore  the  Govemtnent  to  its  Irve  eonsti- 
tulional  eharaeler  and  DasriNATiOM — that  of«  a 
stMPLE,  SOLID,  HARD  MONEY  Government." 

Can  language  possibly  be  more  plain,  intelligi- 
ble, or  impressive  than  this?  Sir,  when  I  read 
this  part  of  that  memorable  speech  of  my  colleague, 
I  thought  of  John  Rnndolph,  whose  dulcet  and  pe- 
culiar tones  of  voice,  meihinhs,  I  can  still  hear 
ringing  in  my  ears:  •*  This  is  a  hani  money  Gk>vrrn- 
ment — give  me  gold  and  rif per—none  of  your 
trash — ^none  of  your  rags— none  of  your  paper  mo- 
ney." These  were  the  sen'imeuts  of  that  distin- 
guished man,  than  whom,  none  better  knew,  or 
more  sacredly  revered,  the  meaning  aod  spirit  of 
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the  C9DsiinilioB.  These  were  the  leDtimeDts  of  I| 
the  fi^tbcrs  and  contemporaneoas  erpoanden  of  || 
the  QonstitQtion;  and,  sir,  ihey  were  the  senti-  i 
meoM  of  my  colleague,  when  he  delivered  his  'i 
speech  in  1834,  if  I  can  undeMand  plain  English.  | 
Yet,  sir,  I  know  that  it  has  been  recently  attempted 
BO  to  explain  ihe  above  extract,  as  lo  give  to  it  a 
meaning  totally  diffctent  from  that  which  I  gave, 
when  I  read  it  first,  and  which  I  give  now.  The 
word  paACTiGABLB  is  seized  npon  to  pervett  its  trtie 
meaning,  and  make  this  a  Government  of  State 
BA^K  PAPca  MONBT.  Mr.  President,  coniempora' 
neeiu  construction  of  language  is  frequently,  and 
ittbst  jostly,resortedto  in  cases  of  doubt  or  diflicuUy. 
It  has  l>een  a  most  efficient  aid  in  settling  doubtful 
prases  in  onr  glorious  Constitution.  We  are  not 
without  that  aid  in  the  present  <Kfficulty.  Three 
days  after  the  above  apaech  of  my  colleague 
loras^  delivered;  Mr.  WsBSTaa,  in  a  speech 
onthe  removal  of  the  deposites,  said:  **The 
second  suggestion  is  that  which  was  made 
by  the  honorable  Senator  from  Virginis,  [Mr. 
Rivxs.]  That  honorable  member  pledges  him- 
self to  bring  forward  a  proposition,  having  for 
its  object  to  do  moay  with  the  paper  tystem  alto- 
gtUur,  and  to  retttrn  to  an  entire  metalUe  currency. 
1  do  net  expect  that  the  honorable  member  will  find 
mach  support  in  such  an  undertaking.  Mere  gold 
and  silver  currency,  and  the  entire  abolition  of 
paper,  is  not  suited  to  the  times,  f  ^e  idea  has 
something  a  little  loo  Spartan  in  it.  We  might  as 
well  think  of  going  to  iron  at  once.  If  such  a  re- 
sult as  the  gentleman  hopes  for  were  even  desira- 
ble, I  regard  its  attainment  as  utterly  impracticable 
and  hopeless.  I  lay  that  scheme,  therefore,  out  of 
my  contemplation."  Mr.  Clat,  in  a  speech  on  the 
same  subject,  said:  "  And  what  are  the  remedies 
proposed  by  those  in  possession  of  the  Qovern- 
ment?  None — none.  Idle  and  visionary  and 
chimerical  schemes  are,  indeed,  sometimes  thrown 
out,  but  even  they  are  not  serionsly  proposed.  A 
member,  not  now  in  his  seatj  [Mr.  Rivxs,]  bad 
suggested  one  of  those  schemes,  which  is  to  banish 
all  paper  eireulation,  and  to  resort  txehmvely  4o 
hard  money.  A  more  wild  and  impracticable 
project  never  entered  into  the  head  of  man." 
Here  ii  contemporaneous  construction  for  you. 
With  the  understanding  of  two  such  men,  pre- 
sent on  the  occasion  of  delivering  this*  speech, 
with  my  own  understanding  of  it  at  the  same 
time,  and  that  of  every  human  being  who  I  beard 
speak  of  it,  I  must  be  exoosed  for  not  yield- 
ing my  opinion  lo.any  quibble  about  the  meaning, 
or  import,  or  bearing  of  a  single  word.  I  should 
like  to  know,  sir,  whether  my  colleague  is  note  in 
favor  of  the  **hard  mone\f  Govemmeftf"  the  framers 
of  the  Constitution  intended  to  make  oursl  I  should  I 
like  to  know  the  advent  of  the  time  when  he  11010  | 
thinkd  it  will  be  practicabit  to  "return  to  a  metallic  1 
eirenlationl"  As  he  advised,  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States,  which  he  considered  the  great  impe-  | 
diment  to  his  political  and  financial  mii/enntttin,was  | 
permitted  to  go  down.  And  I  should  like,  further-  : 
more,  to  know,  whether  he  expects  his  litter  of  I 
State  bank.i,  trading  on  all  the  revenues  of  the  Qo-  > 
vemment,  are  likely  to  supply  the  **ordittary  ehan-  , 
nels  ofeiyculaHon  wilh  gold  and  sl/oer,*'  and  to  aid  in  ' 
the  ^'effort  to  i^toie  the  Qovemment  to  its  true  | 
conaHintioHal  character  and  ileslinolion— that  of  a 
iimpU^  «9/id,  hard  money  Govemmen/7"  But,  j 
Mr.  President,  I  will  not  longer  dwell  on  this  [ 
topic,  but  go 'on  to  define' my  position  in  regard  to  ' 
others. 

I  read  attentively,  at  the  earliest  opportunity,  the   ; 
report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in  answer  > 
to  the  call  of  my  colleague  on  that  o(fif*er,  in  re-   1 
gard  to  the  manner  of  his  executing  the  law  au-  I 
thorizing  him  to  sell  the  bonds  of  the  Bank  of  the   j 
United  States;  and  here,  sir,  permit  me  lo  remark,   , 
that  I  have  not  the  least  doubt  but  that  the  course 
of  my  colleague,  on  that  occasion,  was  strictly  par-  , 
liamentary,  because  it  was  permitted;  but  it  was   | 
certainly  novel  and  unusual  to  say  the  least  of  it.   • 
On  that  call,  he  made  a  long  speech,  condemning  in 
unmeasured  terms  that  officer  on  the  very  points  on 
which,  by  the  permission  of  the  Senate,   he  was 
about  to  tuk  in/ormalion.    Yes,  sir,  my  colleague 
made  three  long  speeches  against  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury:  in  the  first  he  prejudged  him  with- 


out hearing;  in  the  second  he  condemned  him  with- 
out a  trial,  and  in  Ihe  tiitrd.  he  attempted  toe^c- 
cute  him  without  the  "  benefit  of  clergy." 

Mr.  President,  it  is  a  mournful  fact,  th^t,  owing 
to  \hs  imperfection  of  language*,  there  v<  nothing 
which  the  wisest  man  can  indite,  that  ingenuity 
cannot  pervert  to  mean  something  toully 
dtfierent  from  what  the  author  intended  to  con- 
vey; and  had  I,  sir,  perhaps  have  read  the 
Secretary's  report^  with  the  same  qneruloas  tem- 
per and  morbid  feeling  which  seems  to  possess  my 
colleague  in  regard  tj  that  officer,  and  also  pos- 
sessed the  same  ingenuity  in  collating  and  constru- 
ing language  to  mean  exactly  what  I  wish  it 
to  meio,  I  too  might  have  discovered  black 
spots,  and  picked  many  flaws  in  it.  But  I  do  de- 
clare, that  after  an  attentive  peruaal,  with  a  sincere 
desire  to  see  them,  that  report  did.  not  strike  me  as 
being  in  any  manner  obnoxious  to  the  severe  criti- 
cism and  harsh  rebukes  which  my  colleague  had  in 
anticipation  bestowed  upon  it/  After  his  second 
speech,  his  review  of  the  document,  in  which  he  con- 
fidently asserted  that  its  appearance  had  fulfilled 
all  his  predictions  about  it,  I  read  it  a  second  time 
with  increased  attention,  and  a  similar  desire  to  de- 
tact  its  vices;  and  I  was  alike  unsuccessful  in  dis- 
covering the  frauds  and  cheats  and  juggling  by 
which  it  had  been  characterized.  Nothing  upon 
earth  is  further  from  my  mind,  than  to  believe  that 
the  Government  has  any,  the  remotest  idea,  of 
forming  any,  the  slightest  connection,  with  the* 
banks,  further  than  is  justified  by  existing  laws, 
is  demanded  by  the  creditors  themselves  of 
the  Government,  or  grows  out  of  the  neces- 
sity arising  from  the  neglect,  nay,  sir,  I  may 
almost  say,  the  refusal  cf  Gongresa  to  provide  and 
designate  sufficient  depositories  for  the  funds  of  the 
Govern ment.  If  such  an  intention  was  manifested, 
it  would,  sir,  be  for  those  with  whom  I  act  to  com- 
plain, and  complain  they  would.  It  would  seem  to 
me  that  it  would  be  a  source  of  pleasure  lo  my  col- 
leaane,  unless,  indeed,  he  goes  entirely  for  victory, 
and  will  not  use  banks  at  all,  except  in  the  precise 
manner,  and  to  the  precise  extent,  be  may  think 
right  and  proper. 

Sir,  one  of  the^e  bonds  was  sold.  There  is  the 
solemn,  written  contract  for  ca^h.  But  my  col- 
league denies  that  any  cash  was  paid,  because,  I 
suppose,  the  Spanish  milled  dollars  were  not  lugged 
all  the  way  from  Philadelphia  to  this  city,  and 
counted  out  to  the  Treasurer.  The  monry,  sir, 
was  wanted  for  immediate  use;  and  why?  Because, 
sir.  Congress  sat  here  from  the  first  Monday  in 
December,  1837,  to  the  9lh  day  of  July,  1836,  and 
did  not,  till  the  last  moments  of  the  session,  make 
provision  to  meet  the  debts  of  the  nation;  most  of 
them,  too,  growing  out  of  appropriations  made  by 
that  very  Congress,  when  they  knew  there  wa«  not 
money  on  hand  to  meet  them.  That  is  the  rea- 
son the  money  was  wanted  for  immediate  use; 
but  it  was  not  wanted  here.  It  was  wanted 
in  Florida,  on  the  Canadian  frontier,  and  at 
distant  points  in  the  far  West,  and  elsewhere,  to 
pay  your  army  and  navy,  and  other  public  credi- 
tors; and  was,  in  my  opinion,  wi.<;ely  and  prudent- 
ly left  in  Philadelphia,  whence  itcx>uld  be  wilh  fa- 
cility and  certainty,  and  "without  cost  or  charge** 
to  the  Government,  remitted  when  or  where  it 
was  wanted.  Sir,  is  a  sale  le^s  a  cash  sale,  be- 
cause my  convenience  or  my  interest  induce5  me . 
to  leave  the  proceeds  in  the  hands  of  the  purchaser, 
subject  to  my  orderl  My  colleague  seems  to  think 
that  the  terms  of  the  law,  "cash  in  hand,*'  or  "rea- 
dy money,"  would  require  that  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  or  the  Treasurer,  should  have  ae- 
iuaUy  received  into  his  bands,  should  have  finger^ 
ed  the  millions  of  dollars.  Sir,  this  sale  was,  to  all 
intents  and  purposes,  a  cash  sale.  It  so  purports 
to  be  in  the  solemn  written  contract.  It  so  proved 
to  be,  both  to  the  Gfovernment  and  the  Bank;  and 
ought  so  to  appear  to  my  colleague  above  all 
others,  as  it  was  for  specie,  or  its  equivalent— 
that  is,  \kfi  notes  of  specie  paying  State  banks, 
which  he  thinks  "as  much  a  constiiutioaal  cur- 
rency as  gold  and  silver,"  (which  I  do  not.) 

Mr.  President,  it  is  no  part  of  my  present  plan  to 
go  into  an  analysis,  or  minute  defence  of  the  report 
of  the  Secretary.  That  work  has  been  so  luminously 
and  efficiently  ji«rfonned  b^  my  friend  from  New 


York,  [Mr.  Wriobt,]  that  a  further  proseestion  of 
it  would  be  supererogation.  This,  however,  1  viU 
say,  that  aHer  the  most  careful  examiDstion  of  bit 
conduct,  I  do  'deliberately  think  that,  wbea  the 
situation  of  the  country,  the  peculiar  embarrut- 
menu  of  the  currency,  the  emptiness  of  theTret« 
aury  in  consequence  of  the  failure  of  Congresi, 
timely,  to  provide  ways  and  means  to  meet  tlieit 
heavy  drafts  upon  it-..his  entire  privation,  em 
since  the  spring  of  1837,  of  the  ordinary  deposito- 
ries of  the  public  money,  added  to  the  many  oibn 
difficulties  he  has  had  to  encounter,  shall  be  doljr 
and  impartially  estimated— he  ought,  tod  will 
receive  the  thanks  of  the  country,  lor  hii  steady, 
patient,  and  untiring  labor,  and  for  his  firm,  pei» 
vering,  and  successful  eflbrts  to  kvep  the  carreaey 
of  the  country,  as  far  as  existing  laws  permit, 
within  the  range  and  meaning  and  limitation  of 
the  Constitution.  But,.  Mr.  President,  the  whole 
.tenor  and  temper  of  the  speeches  of  my  colleagoe 
prove,  beyond  all  doubt,  on  the  mind  of  any  hub 
who  heard  them,  that  it  was  not  the  humble  Secre- 
tary at  whom  his  barbed  and  poisoned  shafts  weie 
aimed.  On  a  former,  and  a  memorable  oceaiioa, 
when  another  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  was 
the  object  of  bitter  denunciation  in  this  Chunbtf, 
and  was  held  to  be  responsible  for  acts  required  by 
the  President  to  be  done  by  him,  my  coiieagoe 
proved  that  the  Secretary  was  but  the  arm,  the  oi- 
gan,  of  the  President;  and,  but  a  few  days  ai^o,  be 
said  that  the  present  incumbent  was  his  mere  **ats- 
paw."  It  is  not  with  a  '*caL<:paw"  that  he  has  been 
intending  to  deal  on  the  present  occasion.^  Nt, 
sir,  he  had  higher  game  in  view.  It  was  at  the  Pre- 
sident he  aimed  his  javelin;  no  man  who  heard 
him  can  doubt  it.  And,  sir,  nothing  that  be  sud 
'  more  astonished  me,  than  to  hear  him— yes,  sir, 
him  above  all  other  men — reiterating  the  stale 
slang  abou  t  Exeeutiwe  paironage^  an4  (he  "purse  and 
the  sword,"  and  chanting  over  again  the  old  "dok' 
ful  jeremiad"  about  "a  power  behind  the  Qudim 
greater  than  the  throne  itself." 

Mr.  President,  I  know  nothing  about  this  woit- 
derful  thing  called  Executive  patronage.  I  hare 
never  tasted  of  it,  and  cannot,  therefore,  speak  of 
its  blighting  influLnce  on  the  moral  character  and 
independence  of  those  who  bask  in  i:s  sunshine. 
There  was  a  time,  a  few  years  ago,  when  it  ms 
said  to  be  used  to  its  utmost  extent.  ComplainU 
of  its  use,  and  its  abuse,  were  loader  during  a  poi- 
tion  of  General  Jackson'i  administration  than  er* 
befere,  or  since.  My  colleague  was  in  Congress al 
that  time:  I  do  not  recollect  that  he  then  raised  his 
voice  against  this  corrupting  inflnencei  bat  I  Jo 
recollect  that  he  received  a  pretty  good  flice  of  the 
patronage  of  that  day.  During  the  .<ame  Admiais- 
tratioo,  when  a  hero,  a  military  chieflain,  a  con- 
queror, a  warrior,  indeed,  who  had  done  bkw^f 
service  with  his  sword,  sat  in  your  Presidential 
chair,  there  was  a  prodigious  outcry  aboot  ite 
same  danger  from  the  "^urse  and  the  sword**  ia 
the  hands  of  the  Execuiive.  My  colleagoe  was 
then  a  member  of  this  body,  and  boldly  stettped 
forward  to  prove  that  such  an  idea  was  absurd  and 
ridiculous,  inasaiuch  as  the  power  to  rai^e  money, 
(the  purse,)  and  the  power  to  rai5c  armies,  (the 
sword,)  were  both,  by  the  Constitution,  confined  to 
Congress.  The  honorable  Senator  from  Kcntodiy 
in  my  eye,  [Mr.  Clay,]  will  r<»colleci  hov  ficrcdj 
noy  colleague  contesteil  this  point  with  hia),  aid 
how  clearly  he  put  down  the  inference  he  had  er- 
roneously drawn  from  an  expression  of  Pt> 
trick  Henry,  about  the  States  bai'ing  paiied 
wilh  the  "purse  and  the  sword,"  by  shuwiaf 
that  Mr.  Henry  only  meant  to  say  that  iheStaks 
had  given  to  Congress  the  power  to  raise  nwaef 
and  to  raise  armies.  And,  after  all  thi5,isitBai 
most  stiange,  passing  strange,  that  now,  nbei  a 
man  of  peace — a  meek,  mild,  placid  map— <>■« 
wh:>se  whole  life  has  been  devoted  to  civil  porsoilS 
and  who,  I  dare  say,  never  had  an  epaulette  oa  fch 
shoulder  or  a  sword  upon  his  thigh,  is  the  PresiM 
of  the  United  Statpt,  my  colleague  should  fttl 
alarmed  about  the  **purse  and  the  sword'*  beiigii 
the  hands  of  the  Executive!  Sir,  I  can  saw 
realize  this.  There  is  something  amusing  ia  iki 
thought  of  danger  from  the  sword  in  the  baadiai 
our  little  President.  Why,  sir,  be  oonkl  hamf 
lift  a  grenadier^  broadsword;  bqt,  sir,  it  isiht  4» 
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fer  from  the^e  'HegioDS*'  of  officers,  these  "prato- 
lian  bands,**  whom  oar  President  is  to  head,  sword 
in  hand,  and  match  to  the  Capitol,  that  has  seized 
«pon  the  imagination  of  my  colleagae.  I  hope  he 
vill  get  over  his  aneasiness  on  that  score,  and  I 
assure  him  that  it  is  too  late  in  the  day  to  ifrighlen 
tbe  people  by  such  talk.  If  they  conid  not  be 
alarmed  by  the  sword  of  Andrew  Jackson,  they 
will  not  be  afraid  of  his  pacific  saccessor.  But, 
this  oiher  terrible  thing  that  we  used,  in  days 
of  panic  memory,  to  hear  so  mnch  aboat,  and 
which  my  colleague  has  revived — this  ^^tower 
behind  the  thbonc  greater  ikon  the  throne  tiM//" 
F^hap<,  sir,  if,  when  my  colleague  put  himself  be- 
hind the  **  throne,"  hs  he  informs  us  he  did,  and 
gave  his  *' advice  and  his  warning,'*  they  had  been 
Followed,  and  he  thus,  in  his  opinion,  become  the 
"pewtr  hehtMd  the  tkrmu,  greaUr  than  the  throne  Unify'* 
«e  might  not  now  hear  from  him  all  these  deep  la- 
meotaiions,  these  bitter  denunciations,  these  fearful 
Ibrebodiiigs,  with  which  he  is  attempting  to  excite 
the  public  mind.  Sir,whett,  some  days  ago,  I  heard 
my  eoUeagua  allude  to  certain  Senators  on  this  side 
of  the  chaunber  in  a  sarcastic,  if  not  a  sneering 
maimer,  as  the  fUUars  of  tlut  Administration,  it 
filled  me  with  strange  feelings  I  could  but  inquire 
where  I  was,  and  to  whom  I  was  listening.  Be- 
fore, and  at  the  time,  sir,  when  I  was  sent  to  the 
Senate  by  Virginia,  I  know  well  that  that  State 
elaimed  the  proud  honor  of  having  on  this  floor  a 
pillar  of  this  Administration.  Yes,  »ir,  a  lofty, 
bright,  and  adamantine  pillar;  a  pillar  which  had 
heretofore  stooil  firm  and  unshaken  against  the 
many  rude  shocks,  violent  as9aults,  and  wily  arts 
of  Whigery.  That  pillar  was  my  colleague.  / 
was  sent  here  to  twine  around  and  support  it— 
I  was  sent  here  to  cheer  him  on  in  that  ca- 
reer, which  had  already  rendered  him  as 
dear  to  the  Democratic  party  of  America,  as 
it  had  rendered  him  hateful  to  ihe  self-styled 
Whigs.  My  support,  I  well  knew,  could  be  but 
ftehle  indeed,  except  in  tbe  honc&t  zeal  with  which 
it  would  be  rendered;  feeble  as  it  might  be,  little 
did  1  think,  and  deeply  have  I  been  dibappoioied 
and  mortified,  to  find  that  it  has  been  totally  re- 
jected' Sir,  feeble  as  I  am,  I  will  stand  alone  in 
this  ehamber,  as  the  pillar  of  the  Democracy  of 
Virginia,  and  should  the  edifice  be  battered  down 
over  my  head,  and  crush  me  to  the  earth,  I  had 
rather  l>e  the  smalle&t  fragment  of  such  a  pillar, 
which  can  be  rnked  op  from  the  rubbish,  than  1o 
be  Ihe  loftiest  and  proudest  triumphal  column, 
which  those  who  contribate  to  beat  it  dowu,  can 
ever  erect  upon  its  ruins. 

Sir,  my  colleague,  strange  tn  tell !  deplores  most 
bitterly  any  thing  like  part?!  He  says  ''party,  party; 
I  go  for  my  country !"    Sir,  this  was  an  exclama- 
tioa  worthy  of  a  Brutus  oi  Cato;  but  we  do  not, 
now-a-days,  often  see  such  men  as  they.  Sir,  I  take 
no   exception   to    the  remark,   although   the  as- 
aenion    by    any    one  gentleman,    that   he    goes 
for     his   eountcy,   may    carry    with    it   the   in- 
lerence  that    thiee  who  differ  with  him  do  not. 
ffo^   sir,  I   take  no  exception,  because  the  only 
way  in  which  we  can  go  efficiently  for  our  country, 
ii  through  the  medium  of  party;  and,  sir,  becaus^e 
there  is  such  a  universal  admission  by  the  contend- 
ing parties  in  this  country,  that  each  has  at  heart 
the  good  of  the  country,   that  whenever  I  hear  a 
naan  who  deenos  ii  necessary  to  say  that  he  cares  not 
far  party,  that  he  goes  for  hi.s  country,  it  does  not, 
ja  the  slightest  degree,  strengthen  my  estimation  of 
his  patriotism.    No,  sir;  far  from  it.  Far  be  it  from 
me  to  deny,  sir,  that  my  colleague  has  gone  for  his 
cooutry.    I  have  labored  too  often,  and  too  zealous- 
ly, to  shield  him  Irom  the  immolating  wraih  of  the 
MThigs,  and  to  contribute  to  hi«  elevation,  to  have 
doubted  that  fact.    Sir,  he  has  been  highly  and 
justly  honored  by  his  country.  But  he  should  never 
ibrget  that  it  was  paity  which  conferred  upon  him 
mil-  those  honors.    Sir,  1  know  of -no  man  who  has 
beeq  more  emphatically  the  child,  the  nurseling  of 
pairty,  than  my  talented  colleague.    It  was  party 
that  first  sent  him,  a  young  man,  into  the  Legislature 
4>f  Virginia,  where  it  had  sent  me  a  few  years  be- 
fore.   It  was  party  that  sent  him  to  the  Congress  of 
tlie  United  States  in  the  other  end  of  this  Capitol — 
4hm  Democratic  party.    It  was  party  that  sent  him 
tlieiiee  as  minister  lo  France— the  Demoemtic  par- 


ty. It  was  party  which,  on  hi?  return  to  America,srnt 
him  to  the  Senate  of  the  United  States — that  Fame 
Democratic  party.  It  was  patty  that  drove  him 
out  of  this  chamber — thr'  Wnio  party  !  It  was 
party,  sir,  the  same  old  Democratic  party,  that  sent 
him  back  into  it,  and  it  wU  be  party — a  new  party 
— the  J^hUral  party,  that  will  9end  him — ^1  know 
not  where — my  sagacious  and  oft  prophetic  friend 
from  Connecticut,  [Mr.  Nilks,]  thinks  to  the  Trea- 
sury Department;  or,  as  it  is,  in  parlance,  often 
called  here,  the  Exchequer-r-(a  custom,  I  think, 
**more  honored  in  tbe  breach  than  in  the  observ- 
ance")— perhaps,  for  aught  f  know,  to  the  White 
House  itself;  or  mayhap  to  the  dignified  chair  you 
now  fill,  in  which  some — ^not  f;  no,  not  I,  sir — but 
in  which  some  say  he*  might  be  now  calmly,  quiet- 
ly, and  contentedly  silting  if  he  had  not  been  jottled 
out  of  it.  But,  sir,  to  this  Neutral  party.  I  most, 
in  furtherance  of  my  object,  to  define  my  position, 
say  something  of  it.  I  wish  it  to  be  most  distinctly 
understood,  that  there  is  no  neutrality  in  regard  to 
party  politics  iu  my  composition;  and,  such  is  my 
temperament,  that  I  cannot  well  conceive  how  any 
man,  (as  I  before  said,)  who  has  borne  an  active 
share  in  the  storm  of  party  politics  which  has 
long  raged  in  our  country,  can  possibly  enjoy  that 
stale  of  blessed  quie.«cenee  and  composure.  When 
my  colleague  first  began  to  file  off  from  tliose  ranks 
in  which  he  had  long  stood  a  prominent  and  active 
member,  he  called  himself  a  Conservative.  Yes, 
sir;  we  hsard  then  of  nothing  but  the  Coiuervolioe 
parly^-'Comervaiive — a  sweet,  a  honeyed  word.  But 
in  a  little  time,  those  of  u«  who  did  not  agree  with 
this  Conservative  party,  were  called  "Subserva- 
Tivrs,"  a  very  harsh  and  bitter  word.  These  Con- 
servatives, however,  soon  began  to  lose  much  of 
their  swccines«,  and  became  very  spicy,  ;ind  again 
changed  their  name,  and  calleid  ihemselves  the 
''Spartan  band  "  Yes,  sir,  we  saw  the  Spartan 
band,  with  Leon  id  as  at  their  head,  forcing  their 
way  through  the  strong  hosts  of  Democracy,  over 
lo  the  Whig  camp;  and  now  that^they  **read  their 
title  clear*'  to  rank  in  that  camp,  they  again  change 
their  names,  and  call  themselves  iMtifrah— yes,  neu- 
trals— and  we  now  hear,  as  if  from  JupUer  Tenant 
himself,  of  nothing  but  the  thunder  of  the  armed  new- 
trafity.  Now,  Mr. President,  I  have  said  that  I  never 
was,  and  am  not,  a  neutral  in^party  politics.  Should 
I  ever  become  one,  (which  is  very  improbable,)  I 
do  sincerely  hope  that  I  may  be  enabled, 
with  Christian  meekness,  to  fold  my  arms, 
and  say,  "  God  bless  the  Commonwealth; 
or,  if  that  divine  feeling  is  denied  me, 
that  I  may,  with  the  justice  of  Aristides, 
and  the  impartiality  of  Cato,  look  upon  the  battle 
field,  and  suffer  no  consideration  whatever  to  in- 
duce me,  in  my  necessary  intercourse  between 
the  great  belligerents,  te  deal  in  articles  **oontra- 
band  of  war.**  And  above  all  things,  if  the  great 
law  of  nature  and  justice,  self-defence,  shall  drive 
me  to  arm  as  a  neutral,  that  I  may  endeavor  to 
deal  my  blows  with  sti  ict  impartiality;  and,  if  any 
thing,  look  rather  with  a  kindly  eye  to  those  who 
had  ever  been  my  friends  and  allies,  and  with  one 
of  suspicion  and  fear  to  that  party  who,  through 
all  time,  had  hated  and  reviled  me.  I  do  not 
mean,  sir,  to  question  or  impeach  Ihe  impartiality 
with  which  my  colleague  will  discharge  the  delicate 
duties  of  a  neutral  armed  at  all  points.  I  trust 
that  it  will  be  his  intention  to  be  strictly  impartial 
in  the  blows  which  he  says  he  will  have  to  deal  out 
on  the  right  and  the  left.  I  do  not  know  how  deep- 
ly wounded,  or  how  keenly  pained  have  been  the 
great  belligerent  Whig  parly,  by  the  blows  he  has 
already  in  Aided  on  them;  but  candor  bom  pels  me 
to  say,  that  their  adversaries,  the  Administra- 
tion party,  have  felt  that  his  sword  "was  sharper 
than  a  serpent's  tooih.'* 

Bnt,  sir,  it  may  not  be  amiss  to  look  a  little  fur- 
ther info  this  thing  of  a  third  party,  no  matter  by 
what  name  they  may  call  themselves.  None  that 
has  ever  arisen  in  this  country,  or  in  England,  h?.s 
lived  long  as  a  distinct,  independent  party.  It  is 
not  consistent  with  the  naiure  of  man,  or  wiih  the 
institutions  of  either  of  these  countries,  that  such 
parties  can  long  maintain  a  distinctive,  separate  ex- 
istence; and  if  a  minority,  or  third  party,  could  long 
exist  in  this  country,  and  wield  the  power  set  up 
for  this  aforesaid  "ermerf  iMiKra/tljr,"  to  regulate 


and  control  thb  conduct  of  the  other  two  great  par- 
ties, that  is,  to  rule  the  will  of  the  ifreat  majoriiy 
of  Ihe  people,  /,  for  one,  should  think  it  a  most  de- 
plorable case  indeed;  and  have  no  hesitation  in 
saying,  that  the  pretension  thus  set  up  for  this  par- 
ty is  more  dangerous  lo  The  liberty  of  the  people, 
and  more  directly  hostile  to  the  principles  of  our 
blessed  Constitution,  than  any  I  have  ever  yet  Keard 
urged  against  them. 

Do  you^  sir,  recollect  the  memorable  third  party, 
yclept,  the  minority  parly ^  that  sprung  up  about  the 
year  18067  I  am  sure  you  do,  much  better  than  1. 
John  Randolph  of  Roanoke  was  at  the  head  of  that 
party.  Yes,  sir,  John  Randolph— ^the  great,  the  ta- 
lented, the  proud,  the  daring  John  Randolph,  was 
its  head  and  founder.  Compared  to  any  minority 
parly,  before  or  since,  it  was  greatly  superior,  both 
in  talent  and  numbers.  And  what  became  of  it? 
It  melted  away;  and  in  a  few  years  not  a  trace  or 
vestige  of  it  was  left. 

"Likt  the  snow  falte  in  the  river, 
A  moment  while,  then  goue  forever." 

It  was  fierce  and  formidable  for  a  while;  bnt  it  soon 
lost  all  its  strength  and  dissolved,  and  its  members 
took  their  stations  in  one  or  the  other  of  the  two 
great  contending  parties  of  ihe  day;  which,  most  as- 
suredly, with  some  slight  shaded  of  difference  grow- 
ing out  of  the  altered  condition  of  the  country,  and 
a  change  of  name,  were  the  same  identical  two 
parties  that  fought  the  battle  of  *98,  and  are  now 
again  struggling  for  ascendancy.  It  may  be  wor- 
thy of  remark,  as  to  that  minority  party,  lo  state 
that  John  Randolph,  with  all  his  talents  and  zeal, 
and  fiery  temper,  and  love  of  conquest,  never  set  op 
the  pretension  to  "an  armed  neutrality.'**  He  lafd 
no  claim  to  the  delusive  inference,  speciously  drawn 
by  sophistical  analogy,  and  with  diplomatic  subtlety, 
from  the  position  of  Queen  Catherine  of  Russia — to 
control  the  destinies  of  the  nation,  and  subject  the 
will  ot  the  majoriiy  lo  the  power  of  a  small  mino- 
ri'y  of  the  ptoplc.  No,  sir:  John  Randolph  of 
Roanoke,  with  all  his  peculiarities,  was,  in  many 
respects,  one  of  Ihe  purest  Republicanvi  America 
has  ever  had.  He  adhered  with  pertinacious 
nicety  to  the  principles  of  the  Constitution  as  its 
framers  intended  them,  and  not  as  its  latitudinous 
conslruers  would  have  ihem  to  be;  and,  above  all 
things,  he  valued  the  great  principle  at  the  root  of 
all  our  institutions,  that  the  majoriii}  should  govern 
the  minority;  ana  however  haughty  and  aristocratic 
he  might  seem  in  his  personal  carriage,  he  more 
than  oMce,  in  a  manner  and  under  circumstances 
which  evinced  his  devotion  to  that  great  principle, 
bowed  to  the  "majesty  of  the  people,"  when  ostra- 
cized by  a  majority  of  their  solTrages.  No,  sir, 
the  great  object  of  the  third  party  headed  by 
John  Randolph,  in  the  year  1806,  was  to  change 
the  minority  into  a  majority;  and  in  that  way,  andi 
that  only,  to  rule  the  country.  Failing  in  that 
plan,  the  parly  was  dissolved,  without  a  resort  to 
arguments  drawn  from  the  position  of  Q^een 
Catherine  ef  Rwria,  to  break  in  .upon  the  .great 
principle  which  lies  at  the  foundation  of  our  insti- 
tutions. No,  sir,  John  Randolph  scorned,  knowing 
that  he  was  in  a  minority,  to  exert  power  in  any 
other  way.  He  scorned  to  hold  the  balance,  and, 
as  did  the  monkey  in  the  fable,  who  weighed  for 
the  two  cats,  pinch  oflf  first  from  the  one  scale, 
and  then  from  the  other,  till  he  had  robbed  them  ot 
all  their  cheese.  Sir,  the  longest  lived  minority 
paily  I  have  ever  heard  of,  is  the  one  which  has 
existed  for  some  years  past  in  France,  under  the 
name  of  the  third  party.  What  has  been  its  histo- 
ry? In  reading,  a  short  lime  ago,  an  extract  from 
a  French  newspaper,  I  was  struck  with  its  speaking 
of  ihe  **Sora  party.**  I  at  firsuuppo^ed  that  a  fourth 
political  party  had  risen  up  in  France  to  confound 
their  confusion;,  but,  on  reading  a  little  further,  1 
discovered  that  the  writer  was  speaking  of  the 
same  old  French  thinl  paity  that  has  made 
so  much  noise  in  the  vrorld;  and  which 
had  acquire-.!  the  cognomen  o(  the  "sopa  partv,** 
because — what  do  you  suppose,  Mr.  President,  was 
the  cause?  Why,  sir,  because  ihey  are  now  so  re- 
duced in  numbers  that  ihey  can  all  sit  together  on 
a  sofai!  Such,  sir,  will  be  the  fate  of  this  Conser- 
vative party,  this  Spartan  hand,  this  armed  neutrality. 
They  may,  sir,  have  to  sit  for  a  season  oa  what,  I 
believe,  in  some  of  our  churches  is  denominated 
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the  anxioM  hench\  and  may,  peritaps,  be  reqaired  to 
sal^scribc  iheir  faiib,  and  give  in  tt^ir  experience, 
before  ihey  can  gain  fall  admission  iolo  the  temple 
of  the  great  charch  militant  of  Whigerj,  and  take 
their  seats  on  the  a^a,  alongside  with  the  fathers 
and  elders  of  that  renowned  sect. 

Mr.  President,  I  am  truly  sorry  that  I  have  been 
compelled  to  break  silence  at  all,  on  this  occasion, 
and  pained  to  be  compelled  to  break  it  in  strains 
which  may  not  be  agreeable  to  my  collcagne;  but, 
sir,  it  is  the  misfortune  of  this  life  that  most  of  our 
sacred  duties  are  of  arpainful  character.  The  one 
which  I  b^ve  been  constrained  to  discharge  this 
exeaing,  is  of  that  description.  Being  so,  1  hav« 
postponed  its  discharge  to  the  last  moment,, 
and  to  a  period  when  none  coald  say  that 
I  was  interfering  in  the  relations  now,  existing  be- 
tween him  and  our  mutual  consiiiueniii.  No,  sir: 
I  have  been  perfectly  content  that,  without  any,  the 
least,  interference  on  my  part,  he  should  manage 
those  relations  in-  his  own  way.  I  have  meant  no 
personal  offence  to  him.  This  is  not  the  place  in 
which  I  would  seek  to  indicate  such  a  feeling,  if  I 
entertained  it.  My  difference  with  him  is  entirely 
of  a  political  character;  and  it  has  been  my  pride, 
and  frequently  my  •boast,  that  that  difftfreuce*  had 
not  disturbed  our  person?  1  relations.  I  only  seek, 
sir,  and  this  is  the  only  lime,  according  to  my  no- 
tions,  (which  may  have  been  fastidious,)  in  whioh  I 
could  find  the  opportunity  to  present  myself  fully 
and  fairly  to  our  mutual  constituents,  in  the  an- 
tagonistical  position  which  it  has  been,  most  unex- 
pectedly and  painfully,  my  misfortune  to  hold  lo-- 
wards  my  colleague,  from  the  first  moment  I  en- 
tered this  chamber  to  the  present.  /  stand  where 
I  did  when  I  was  sent  hither  by  Virginia,  //e, 
however,  has  thought  proper,  at  this  critical  mo- 
ment, to  throw  himself,  witli  all  his  great  weight, 
into  one  of  the  scales  of  that  balance  in  which  we 
are  both  to  be  weighed;  and  it  is  not  in  my  nature, 
sir,  to  permit  that  in  which  he  has  left  me  to  stand 
alone,  lo  "AncX:  the  fream,"  without  a  solitary  feeble 
struggle  to  maintain  its  equipoise. 

No  man,  Mr.  Pres^ident,  in  this  Senate  cares  less 
than  I  do  about  retaining  his  seat  in  this  Chamber. 
I  would  not,  sir,  to  hold  it  for  life,  make  an  over- 
ture for  the  Whig  vole  of  the  Legislature  of  Virgi- 
nia, or  permit,  knowingly,  a  single  man  in  that 
Commonwealth  to  doubt  my  opinions  in  regard  to 
this  administration,  or  any  of  the  leading  measures 
or  men  of  ihe  day.  To  the  Whigs,  as  a  party,  1  am 
utterly  and  absolutely  opposed;  as  individuals,  po 
man  is  disposed  more  fully  and  more  liberally  to 
appreciate  them  than  I.  Some  of  the  dearest  friends 
of  my  heart  are  of  them.  Both  in  the  Greneral  As- 
sembly of  Virginia  and  thronghout  that  Common- 
wealth, there  are  Whips,  as  they  call  themselves, 
whose  friendship  I  am  pnud  to  enjoy.  1  have  long 
enjoyed  it.  They  know  that  I  never  did,  and  never 
wilt,  deceive  them. 

Now,  sir,  by  way  of  summing  ap,  and  recapitu- 
lating the  definition  I  have  desired  to  give  of  my 
position,  in  ter  ns  not  to  be  doubted,  or  misunder- 
stood by  any,  I  take  leave  to  sav,  that  as  At  pair- 
SKNT  ADVISED,  I  prefer  Martin  Van  Buren  as  the 
next  President  of  the  United  States,  to  any  man 
who,  to  mv  knowledge,  has  be^n  as  yet  named,  or 
thought  o^,  as  his  successor.  I  give  him  this  pre- 
feience,  because  I  thus  far,  in  the  main,  approve 
of  his  administration  of  the  GuverniAent;  because 
he  is  in  favor  of  a  strict  construction  of  the  Federal 
Constitution,  as  laid  down  in  Madison *s  celebrated 
report;  because  he  is  opposed  to  the  Bank,  a  Bank, 
or  ah\f  Bank  established  by  Congress,  or  any  other 
department,  or  power  of  the  General  Government; 
because  he  is  opposed  to  a  system  ef  internal  im- 
provement by  the  General  Government;  because^he 
is  opposed  to  a  protecting  tariff,  and  is  for  quad- 
rating, as  near  as  possible,  the  revenue  of  the  coun- 
try, to  a  reduced  expenditure  of  public  money,  so 
as  never  again,  if  avoidable,  to  have  a  large  sur- 
plus fund  in  the  Federal  Treasury,  with  which 
to  debauch  the  State  Governments,  and  de- 
moralize the  people.  And  last,  though  not 
least,  I  am  for  him  because  he  is  a  "Northern 
MAN  WITH  SotTTBERN  FEELiNos."  Thanks  to  him 
for  the  stand  he  timely  and  magnanimously  made, 
aod  is  ever  ready  in  the  hoar  of  need  or  peril  to 


make,  for  the  sacred  comproini;>es  of  the  Constitu- 
tim  in  rejrard  to  that  great,  vital,  and  delicate  sub- 
ject, which  id  at  this  moment  a  burning  l<»rch  in  the 
hands  of  the  vile  incendiaries  of  the  temple  of  our 
iberty  and  the  Union,     lit  did  not,  sir,  wiiii  till 
the  battle  hail  been  fought  and  won  before  he  de- 
fined his  position    to   the   vile  Abolitionists.     Ht 
stood  side  by  side  with   us  during  the  "4ea/  and 
burden  of  the  day."    No  Southern  man  ought  ever 
to  forget  his  stand  on  that  question.    Mr.  Presi- 
dent, my  colleague  has  very  frequently  advised 
and  invoked  the  Administration  members  of  the 
Senate,  of  whom  he  knows  me  to  be  onr,  to  bethink 
themselves,  and    pause    in    their    mad  career   of 
poriy,  and    chanTe  their  cojirse.      Let    me  now, 
sir,  in  turn,  most  earnestly  and  most  anxiously 
implore  him    to    pause;  yes,   sir,  to  pause — for 
it  is   not  loo  late— and  reconsider  his  position, 
and  return  to  the  fold  of  his  old  Democratic  Re  pub- 
lican frieu'Vt,  companions,  admirers,  and  support- 
ers.   I  do  assure  )iim  that  there  is  not  one  of  them 
who  is  not  grieved  to  part  with  him,  and  is  not  still 
willing  to  give  him  the  fraternal  hug,  and  forgive 
and  forget  all  that  has  passed.     We  have  required 
no  sacrifice  by  him  of  his  opinion  or  his  conscience 
on  any  isolated   measures.     We  are  all  prone  to 
differ  from  each  other  in  opinion,  and  it  is  the  part 
of  charity  and  kindness  to  think  nothing  of  minor 
differences.    There  is  nothing,  sir — I  know  it — 
there  is  nothing  about  which  my  colleague  was 
ever  mors  mistaken,  than  in  the  intimation,  if  not 
the  assertion  often  made  by  him,  that  there  was  a 
settled  purpose  to  drive  him  from  the  rank«  of  the 
Administration  party!    When  the  first  symptoms 
of  his  disaffection  were  manifested,  no  mother  ev«r 
treated  her  infant  babe  with  more  tenderness  than 
his    old     political     associ.ites   in   this     chamber 
were    disposed    to  treat    him,    and    they    endea- 
vored,   to    the    utmost    of    their    power,    and 
.  by  all  their  conduct,    to    afford    him  no  pretext 
of  that  kind,  if  he  should  ultimately  determine  to 
abandon  our  camp.    And  may  I  say  to  my  col- 
league that,  if  any  newspaper  editor,  or  f^cribbler, 
or  "organ,"  has  injured  or  slandered  him,  he  should 
have  put  it  down  to  theijreedom,  if  not  to  the  licen- 
tiousness, of  the  piesff]  and  that,   under  any  cir- 
cumstances, it  is  far  below  the  ^elevated,  states- 
manlike feelings'^  he  professes,  to  make  their  abuse 
a  justification  for  leaving  a  party  with  whom  he 
has  so  Ions;  co-operated,  and  who  would  so  willingly 
have  continued  in  fellowship  with  him;  and  of  his 
co-operating  with   those  between  whom  and  him 
there  has  been,  for  an  equally  long  period,  a  reci- 
procal hostility  of  the  strongest  character.     But, sir, 
if  my  colleague  will  not  or  cannot  continue  in  com- 
munion with  us,  we  may  deplore,  but  we  cannot  help 
it.   And,  sir,  as,  on  a  recent  occasion,  my  colleague, 
iina:;iniog  that  he  saw  a  marriage  about  to  be  s>o- 
lemnised  between  the  Qovernment  and  the  Pennsyl- 
vania Bank  of  the  United  States,  assumed,  in  the 
"name    of    his  country,  to  forbid  the   bans,"  so 
sir,     should     I     perceive     that    'a      marriage 
ii     about     to     be     solemnised     between     my 
colleague    and     the    great    Whijr    party,    as  I 
think  certainly  will  be,  tinlc^s  there  is  the  mo>t 
cunning  coquetry  on  the  one  side,  or  should  be  a 
cruel  jilting  on  the  other,  I  will  assume,  in  the  name 
and  behalf  of  the  Democracy  of  my  country,  to 
confirm  and  ratify  the  bans,  and  give  him  a^ay  in 
marriage,  (and  certainly  I  never  expected  lo  ^land 
sponsor  to  a  runaway  match;)  and,  sir,  1  will,  on 
the  .solemn  occasit^n,  say  to  his  nrw  spouse,  that  we 
have  parted  reluctantly  with  one  of  our  dearest 
and  most  favorite  children—that  if  be  is  treated 
with  kindness  and  distinction,  he  will  be  a  valuable 
acquisition  to  his  new  connection — for   that  his 
dowry  is  rich  indeed,  consisting  of  all  those  precious 
family  secrets,  which   wc  never  impart  to  any  of 
our  children,  except  to  those  of  them  who,  we  have 
good  reason  to  think,  will  never  quit  the  household, 
or  marry  out  of  the  family. 

Mr.  President,  I  have  done.  I  have  discharged 
a  painful  duly.  If  any  one  thing,  more  than  all 
others,  could  alleviate  the  painful  task,  it  is  the 
kind  and  profound  attention  with  whiclr  the  Senate, 
exhausted  by  a  session  of  unusual  length,  have 
honored  my  remarks.  My  heart  assures  nke  that  I 
shall  never  foiiget  the  compKffleat. 


SPEECH  OF  Mja.  HUBBARD, 

Of  Nfw  Hampshiri* 

In  SenaU,  Fflmerf  91,  1839*-Oa  tbe  bill  providing 

for  the  better  security  of  the  public  xnr^Deyfli,  and 

fur  the  panUtbment  of  public  defaultets.  t 

Mr.  HUBBARD  rose  and  said: 

Mr.  Prcsidbnt:  The  Senator  from  Massachtf- 
setts  has  presented  to  the  Senate  extracts  from  va- 
rious acts  of  Congresy,  defining  particularly  the  dei- 
ties of  Certain  ofiicers  coaneeted  with  the  Treasury 
Department;  alleging  that  so  express  and  welt  d^ 
fined  were  these  duties,  that  it  was  impossible  thit 
there  could  have  been  any  defalcation  of  any  cai- 
lorn-house  officer  existing,  for  any  Qon^iderablle 
length  of  time,  without  discovery  and  deteciioo  at 
the  Department,  had  there  been  a  faithful  dieeharge 
of  official  dntv.  The  Senator  has  not,  in  dlre^ 
terms,  charged  upon  the  Secretaiy  of  the  Tressary 
any  such  dereliction  of  official  duty;  bat  the  le&or 
and  general  charaeter  of  his  remarks,  if  not  so  d^ 
signed,  were  calculated  to  make  an  tmpressioa  apoa 
the  public  mind  that  the  recent  defaksaiioos  ta  New 
York  and  elsewhere  were  to  be  attributed  to  the 
want  of  discharging  properly  and  seasonabljr  ibit 
supervisory  power  which  the  heed  of  the  Def»art- 
ment  was  bound,  as  the  Senator  says,  to  exercise. 
And  the  Senator  has  contended  that  there  is  do  ne- 
cessity for  further  legislation  upon  this  subject; 
we  have  law  enoaglk;  all  that  is  reqaired  is  gn 
fidelity  and  diligence  in  the  execution  of  the  tew. 

It  is  my  purpose,  Mr.  President,  to  show,  and  I 
trust  that  I  shall  be  able  to  show  most  i^oneta- 
sively,  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Treaniry,  ia  iHe 
dischai]ge  of  his  appropnate  duties,  ooald  ao  mafe 
have  discovered  the  frauds  which  ha^e  beea  pt«6- 
lised  upon  the  accounting  officers  by  collecftofs 
and  receivers,  than  any  member  of  this  Senate;  Ibat 
with  the  returns  of  collectors*  accounts  for  fiM- 
tlement  he  has  nothing  to  do.  Under  the  laws  '^ 
Congress  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  ooold  wCt, 
withont  usurpation,  exercise  any  conif  jt  oTer  Mie 
otfieers  making  these  returns,  or  over  the  offices^  to 
whom  they  were  made.  Both  classes  were  beyottd 
his  reach.  He  bad  no  agency  in  their  appotataicat, 
nor  couM  he  have  any  influence  in  their  reaiOiaL 
They  were  accountable  to  a  higher  officer  ia  Mr 
Government  for  the  performance  of  ihetr  feapeetive 
official  functions.  From  the  eraminatioQ  wbidi  I 
^ave  given  to  this  subject,  I  do  not  hesitate  to  de- 
clare, in  the  most  unqualified  manner,  that,  vbai- 
ever  may  have  been  the  faults  ef  others,  the  Q*cie- 
tary  of  the  Treasury,  ia  the  discharge  of  his  nggjtl 
trust,  could  not  have  known  of  existing  defkotela 
any  officer  charged  with  the  dolleciion  of  the  pvMic 
revenue;  that  there  is  no  neglect  of  official  daly  lo 
be  imputed  to  him;  that  there  is  no  sin  of  omlMiaa 
or  of  commission,  in  reference  to  this  sab^ect, 
chargeable  upon  the  head  of  the  DepartaKsnt 

Before,  Mr.  President,  f  proceed  to  show  (be  ffli- 
porlance,  the  indispensable  necessity,  offajtber  1^ 
gislation  upon  this  subject,  of  ihe  additional  l^tal 
provisif^ns  which  may  not  only  lead  to  the  dlaeiivv^ 
ry  of  frauds  in  the  conduct  of  collectors  aad  i«- 
ceivers,  but  which  shall  also  bring  to  certara  |MM- 
i:>hment  all  such  ofiendent— before  I  advert  lo  Ibe 
penal  provisions  of  the  bill  now  before  the  Sena#, 
the  puni&hment  which  awaits  the  offender,  ibei^aa- 
miny  and  disgrace  consequential  upon  the  iriiare  _ 
of  the  public  money,  I  will  proceed,  at  once,  to  ~ 
&how  what  arc  the  provisions  of  existing  tews 
touching  the  duties  of  the  Secretary  of  the  TWb" 
sury,  and  of  the  accounting  officers  of  the  De- 
part ment,  in  order  to  make  good  my  declaraliia» 
that  no  blame  can  properlv  attach  to  the  Qeuittfff 
for  any  defalcation  which  may  have  atheattK 
d^T  his  administrafion  of  that  DepartmenL 

The  net  establishing  a'  Treasury  Depaiiaat 
was  approved  September  2d,  1789;  and  thhr  abi 
prescribes,  with  minute  exactness,  the  duties  afdl 
the  officers  which  then  constituted  that  DepattiaiBI 
The  officers  were  a'Sicretary  of  the  Tren^myi  « 
Comptroller,  an  Auditor,  a  Treasurer,  a  Regblffv 
and  an  assistant  to  the  Secretary  of  the  TfnfHtf^ 
which  assistant  shall  be  appointed  by  thaflMfk^ 
ry.  The  second  section  defines  all  tha  <~  ~ 
the  Secretary: 

"It  shall  be  the  doty  of  the  ffeenBUry  ef  Um  THMi<^  M 
ge9t  and  frtpare  plaru  fbr  fkt  im^raitememt  a 
ment  tff  the  retmue^  and  for  the  mppart  ef  the 
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Senate. 


and  report  ettinaUMof  the  public  revenue  and  the 

expendUuree;  to  euperintend  the  collection  of  the  r  eve- 

nm»:ta  decide  on  the  forma  of  keeping  and  atuting  account* 

emd  makmg  relume;  and  to  grant,  under  the  limiutioDe  here' 


topffpare 
p9Micexp( 


makmti 


MMbed  or  lo  be  hereioaAer  provided,  all  warf ante  for 
moMT  to  be  iMued  from  the  Treasury,  in  punuance  or  appro- 
priillnia  made  by  law;  to  execute  such  aerTicee  relatlre  to  the 
«1b  of  tbe  lands  balongios  to  the  Unhed  Scateaaa  maybe  by 
law  reqaind  of  him;  lo  make  m^t^  and  give  Information  to 
iHher  branch  of  the  liegialature  in  person  or  in  writing,  (as  ha 
miy  be  reqnired,)  respecting  all  matters  referred  to  him  by  the 
■sMlaor  UooMof  RepreaematiTea  or  which  shall  appertain 
10  Us  office,  and  geoerallT  to  perform  all  each  services  relative 
tothafinancea  as  ne  shall  be  directed  to  perform." 

These  coDstitate  all  the  duties  devolving  upon 
ibe  Secretary  of  the  Treasory  ander  the  act  of 
1789,  when  that  Department  was  first  established. 
And  what  is  their  sum?  It  woald  seem '  to  be  dif- 
ficult to  misapprehend  the  precise  meaning  of  the 
terms  of  the  section  contained  in  the  act  above  re- 
cited. 
I.  **!!«  ia  to  prepare  and  lay  iMfbre  Congress,  at  the  com< 
Qt  of  each  sessioo,  a  reponoo  tlie subjaet  of  finance, 
f  estUnatea  of  the  public  T«venue  and  public  expen- 
"He  is  to  recommend  plans  for  the  support  of  pub- 
lic ertdlt,**  Ac. 

**  A  if  lo  tmpervhUnd  Vu  eoiUeHon  oftke  reeemie.*' 
TUs,  I  admit,  was  the  express  provisiOQ  of  ihe  act 
ot- 1789;  and  tnm  this  supermtendinf  powar,  vest- 
ed as  it  was  in  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  the 
Sttaior  from  Masracfaosetts  infers  that  that  officer 
mat  have  been  derelict  in  the  performance  of 
that  pan  of  his  duty,  or  he  would  have  been  able 
to  haTe  discovered  and  exposed  the  frands  which 
had  been  practised  for  such  a  length  of  rime  by  the 
relaras  of  the  collector  of  customs  at  New  York. 
Let  us  examine  this  matter,  and  let  ns  see  whe- 
ther this  aapervisofy  power  has  not,  in  effect,  been 
taken  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and  dcf 
Tolved  npoD  another,  in  pursaance  of  an  act  of 
Coogresa.  It  will  be  recollected  that,  by  the  act 
of  1769,  there  was  provision  made  for  an  assistant 
aseretary,  to  be  appointed  by  the  Secretary  himself. 
By  the  act  of  the  8th  of  May,  1793,  it  will  be  found 
**diat  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasory  shall  direct 
the  aaperintendence  of  the  collection  of  duties  on 
iaporta  and  tonnage,  as  he  shall  judge  best.  That 
the  pieacnt  office  of  assistant  to  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  shall  be  abolished,  and  that  instead 
thereof  there  be  an  officer  in  the  Department  of  the 
T^peaaury,  to  be  tlenominaied  Ckimmissioner  of  the 
Bevenue,  who  shall  be  charged  with  superintend- 
iag,  under  dw  dirgption  of  the  head  of  the  Depart- 
ment, the  collection  of  the  other  revenues  of  the 
United  States,"  etc. 

Under  this  discretionary  power,  given  by  this  act 
to  Che  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  it  will  be  found 
that,  by  a  cireuUr  letter  of  October  25, 1793,  the 
inumedinte  superintendence  of  the  collection  of  the 
dniin  on  imports  and  tonnace,  was  committed  to 
thn  First  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury;  but  this  de« 
kgntion  of  power  did  not  include  the  disposition 
wik  payment  of  moneys  accruing  from  such  dn- 
tiea.''  At  this  period  of  our  history — as  early  as 
1793-*-terminated  the  superintending  power  over 
Hm  eolieetion  of  the  duties  en  imports  and  tonnage, 
crcmted  by  the  act  of  1789,  and  those  very  duties 
wen  transferred,  in  pursuance  of  law,  to,  and 
▼aaCed  in,  the  Fiiat  Comptroller,  whe  has  exercised 
that  power  under  every  administration,  from  that 
period  to  the  present  time. 

it  cannot  then  be  alleged,'  with  even  the  shadow 
of  trath,  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasory  is  just* 
ly  eliargeable  for  gross  neglect  of  official  duty,  in 
failing  to  exercise  a  superintending  power  over 
the  collectors  of  the  customs,  when  that  power  was, 
in  pursuance  of  law,  transferred  to  another  officer 
ha  tlie  Department.  It  cannot  be  said  that  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  stands,  justly  chargeable 
tor  the  defalcations  which  have  recently  occurred, 
ncd  which  were  undiscovered  and  undetected, 
when,  by  the  laws  of  Congress,  that  officer  is  ex- 
•preatHy  excluded  from  exercisini;  any  jurisdiction 
liliatever  over  the  subject. 

BIy.  purpose,  Mr.  President,  Js  to  defend  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  from'  the  unmeasured 
and  nnwarrauteble  abuse  which  have  been  cast 
apon  that  officer  in  Congrcj^s  and  out  of  Congress— 
here,  and  elsewhere — ^for  an  alleged  neglect  of 
official  duty  with  refeience  to  the  recent  defalca- 
tions which  have  taken  place  in  thecity  of  New  York. 
'Whatever  may  have  been  the  fanlt  of  others,  the 
head  ot  the  Treasury  is  blamelera.  Whatever 
vaay  have  been  the  neglect  of  other  fnnctionariesi 
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the  head  of  the  T.oasury  Department  ha-:  never 
failed  to  perrbiTn  his  tohQle  duty,  wiih  ail  fidelity 
and  integrity.  [  know  him  well*,  we  were  educa- 
ted at  the  same  institution;  native  citizens  of  the 
same  State;  practising  attorneys  in  the  same 
courts;  fellow  laborers  in  the  same  Legislature;  and 
no  man  who  is  nc  t  less  familiar  with  the  official  his- 
tory of  that  man  than  1  am,  but  must  do  him  the 
justice  to  say,  that  fidelity  and  integrity,  and  the 
most  untiring  industry,  are  prominent  characteris- 
tics of  the  present  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in 
the  execution  and  disshaige  of  the  responsible  du- 
ties of  public  office. 

But  what  further  duties  were  imposed  upon  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  under  the  act  of  1789, 
from  which  it  can,  by  any  possibility,  be  in- 
ferred that  he  was  to  exercise  any  supervision 
over  the  officers  of  the  customs,  so  as  to  be 
enabled,  from  time  to  time,  to  aMartain  the 
exact  sute  of  their  public  accounts?  It  is  said, 
and  said  wiUi  truth,  that  <<he  is  to  decide  on  the 
Jonas  of  keeping  and  stating  accoimts,  and  ma- 
king returns;"  but  it  will  be  found  oa  referring  to  the 
same  act,  that  in  the  first  instance,  the  Comptrol- 
ler was  **to  report  to  the  Secreury  the  official  forms 
of  all  papers  to  be  issued  in  the  different  offices  for 
collecting  the  public  revenue,  and  the  maimer  and 
form  of  keeping  and  stating  the  accounts  o(  the 
several  persons  employed  theiein."  This  was  the 
business  of  the  Comptroller.  He  was  charged  with 
the  superintendence  of  the  coDecttou  of  the  duties 
on  imports,  and  it  became  his  peculiar  duty  to  sub- 
mit to  the  Secretary  the  forms  which  he  had  pre- 
sented for  hi»y  the  SeereterfV,  approbofion.  This  was 
all;  and  it  9eems  to  me  to  be  idle  te  contend  that,  in 
as  m  ich  as  the  Secretary  was  to  decide  on  the 
formfc  of  keeping  and  stating  accounts,  and  making 
returns,-  that  he  thereby  must  necessarily  make 
himself,  and  should  make  himself,  acquainted  with 
the  true  condition  and  stale  of  the  accounts  of  the 
revenuo  officers,  from  time  to  time.  The  fact  is 
otherwise,  and  is  known  to  be  otherwise..  With 
those  accounts,  the  Secretary  could  not,  without 
*  an  usurpation  of  power,  interfere.  Nor  could  he, 
in  any  way  or  manner,  interfere  with  the  specifiic 
returns  which  were  made  to  the  accounting  offi- 
cen  of  the  Treaauiy. 

I  will  endeavor  to  show  to  whom  those  returns 
were  to  be  made,  and  by  whom  they  were  to  be  ex- 
amined. But  before  doing  this,  I  will  proceed  and 
show  some  further  duties  the  laws  of  Congress  have 
imposed  upon  the  Secretary  of  theTreai^ory.  By  the 
act  of  1789,  and  by  the  act  of  the  35th  of  April, 
1819,  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  is  charged 
widi  the  performance  of  certain  duties  in  relation 
to  the  public  lands,  but  ihe  returns  of  all  sales  are 
made  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Of- 
fice. By  the  act  of  10th  of  February,  1830,  the 
Secretary  of  die  Treasury  is  required  to  lay  be- 
fore Congress,  on  the  first  Monday  of  December, 
annually,  or  as  soon  after  as  possible,  the  statiatieal 
acoounta  of  the  commeree  of  the  United  States  widi 
foreign  countries  for  the  preceding  year; 
and,  by  referring  to  various  acts  of  Congress,  it 
will  be  found  that  certain,  but  well  defined  duties, 
have  been,  ftom  time,  to  time,  imposed  upon  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury;  but  I  state,  fearless  of 
contradiction,  that,  from  1793  to  the  present  time, 
there  cannot  be  found  a  single  statutory  provision 
requiring  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  or  giving 
any  authority  to  that  officer,  to  supervise  the  returns 
of  the  colleolors  of  the  customs,  or  in  any  way  or 
manner  to  control  the  accounts  of  collectors  and 
raeeivers.  But,  Mr.  President,  we  are  not  left  in 
the  dark  upon  this  aubiect.  While  the  law  has 
defined  the  duties  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
it  has,  with  equal  preoiaion,  defined  the  duties  of 
the  accountinK  officers  of  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment. And,  first,  what  was  the  duty  of  the  fint 
Auditor  of  the  Treasury  imposed  by  the  express 
terms  of  the  act  of  17891  and  what  were  the  duties 
of  the  First  Comptraller  as  imposed  by  the  same 
acil  There  can  be  no  mistake  in  this  matter. 
The  terms  of  the  act  are  plain,  and  whoever  is  dis- 
posed may  easily  understand  iu  provisiona;  and, 
unless  there  is  a  disposition  to  *»pieroe  the  Secre* 
tery  of  the  Traaaury  for  the  aiaa  of  odiers,"  unless 
there  is  a  disposition  to  charge  home  upon  him  the 
default  of  every  subordinate  officer,  the  inspeeuon 


and  lair  consideration  of  those  provisions  caniiut 
fail  to  produce  convieiion,  that  not  upon  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  is  lo  be  charged  any  neglect 
of  official  duty,  by  reason  of  which  any  portion  of 
the  public  money  has  been  fraudulently  diverted  to 
private  use. 

By  the  act  of  1789  it  was  made  the  duty  of  ihe 
Auditor  '*to  receive  all  public  accounts,  and,  after 
examination,  to  certify  \be  balance,  and  transmit 
the  Mtevuntt,  mlk  the  wmehen  and  ceri}fic(Ue,  to  the 
Comptroller  for  his  decision  thereon;  Promdidy  That 
if  any  person  whose  account  shall  be  so  audited  be 
dissatistied  therewith,  he  may,  within  six  months, 
appeal  to  the  Comptroller  against  such  settlement.\ 

It  therefore  most  cleaily  results,  that  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  can  have  nothing  to  do  with 
the  receipt,  examination,  and  adjustment  of  these 
accounts  of  the  collectors   of  the  customs,   for 
that  duty  is  imposed  uponKhe  Auditor,  by  the  same 
act  which  requires  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to 
subtait  to  Congress  an  annual  {Statement  of  the 
pubhc  finances.    The  Auditor  is  required  to  re- 
ceive and  examine  these  accounu  with  the  vouch- 
ers, and  there  is  no  other  officer  designated  in  the 
acts  of  Congress,  to  whom  these  accounts,  with  the 
vouchers,  shall,  in  the  first  instance,  be  transmitted. 
They  are   not   only  to    be  received  and   exam- 
ined with  the  vouchers,  but  they  are  to  be  adjusted 
and  audited  by  the  Auditor,  and  a  certificate  of 
balance,  in  all  cases,  with  the  accounts  and  vouch- 
es, if  to  be  transmitted,  not  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,   for  his  revision,  hiUtothe  Comptroller , 
who  is  tore-examine  all  accounts  settled  by  the  Au- 
ditor, and  "to  certify  the  balances  arising  thereon,** 
not  to  the  Sscretery  of  the  Treasury,  but  to  the 
Register,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  **to  preserve  such 
accounts  with  their  vouchers  and  certificatesf;"  and 
whose  further  duty  it  is**to  transmit  to  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  copies  of  the  certificates  of  bal- 
ances of  accounts  adjusted,  as  is  herein  directed.** 
The  accounts  with  the  vouchers  are  no  where  re- 
quired to  be  placed  with  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury, for  his  examination;  but  simply  a  certificate 
of  balances  is  transmitted  to  that  officer,  to  enable 
him,  not  only  to  make  drafts  to  satisfy  the  public . 
creditors,  but  also^  to  enable  him  to  make  his  an- 
nual statement  to  Congress  of  receipts  and  expen- 
ditures.   It  does  seem,  that  this  highly  vigilant  and 
most  faithful  public  officer  has  been  most  unjustly 
assailed  with  reference  to  this  matter.    I  again 
say,  that  with  the  accounts  and  the  vouchers  of  the 
collectors  of  the  customs,  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  has  as  little  to  do  as  any  member  of  this 
Senate.     1   speak  not   without   some   authority 
upoif>    this   matter.     The   time     was    when    it 
waa    snppoaed  that  ihe  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury, from   the  fact  of  his  being   the   head  of 
die  Treasury  Department,  had  an  appellate  juris- 
diction over  this  whole  subject;  and  the  time  was 
when  il  was  supposed  that  the  President  of  the 
United  Stetes,  from  the  fact  of  his  being  the  highest 
officer  under  our  Government,  must  necessarily 
possess  a  controlling  influence  over  the  decisions 
of  those  subordinate  officers,  the  Auditor,  and  the 
Comptroller,  and  on  sundry  occasions  an  appeal  has 
been  taksn  from  the  decision  of  the  Comptroller  to  the 
President  himself , and  that,too,widi  reference  to  these 
very  accounts,  the  consideration  and  final  decision 
of  which  were  imposed  upon  the  Auditor  and  Comp- 
troller, by  the  express  terms  of  the  act  of  1789, 
and  which  duty  has  not  at  any  subsequent  period 
been  in  the  slightest  degree  abated  or  altered.  This 
appeal  to  the  President  drew  forth  the  opinion  el 
die  law  officer  of  the  Qovemment,  in  relation  to 
the  power  of  the  President  over  that  subject,  ac- 
cording to  Ihe  existing  laws  of  the  land.    I  will 
subjoin  the  opinion  ot  the  then  Attorney  Gkneral, 
Mr.  Wirt,  and  I  will  also  add  to  that,  the  opinion 
of  the  late  Attorney  General,  Mr.  Taney,  upon  Ihe 
same  subject.    From  their  legal  opinions,  as  well 
as  from  the  language  of  the  act  of  1789,  there  -is 
no  room  even  to  doubt,  that  the  accounting  officera 
of  the    Treasury,  the  Auditor  and  Comptroller, 
have  the  sole  and  the  exclusive  jurisdiction  over 
this  whole  subject,  and  that  their  decision  is  final, 
and  that  it  is  without  the  power  of  any  other  officer  of 
the   Qovemment  to   alter   or  reverse  their   de- 
cision.     Congress,  and    Congress     alone,    can 
grant  relief,    if    injustice  haa    been   done   to 
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the  otiioer  rendering  the  accoant.  I  believe 
that  in  no  instance,  since  the  act  of  1789, 
has  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas ary  nndertak«n  to  re- 
examine ihc  adjudications  of  the  Comptroller.  In 
the  language  of  the  ordinance  of  the  11th  oC  Sep- 
tember, 1781,  *'that,  whsn  an  account  is  audited  in 
the  manner  described,  it  shall  be  reported  to  the 
Comptroller;  and  any  person  who  shall  think  him- 
self aggrieved  by  the  judgment  of  the  Atiditor,  shall 
have  ihe  privilege  of  appealing  to  the  Comptroller. 
In  all  such  appeals,  the  decision  6f  the  ComptroUer 
ihaU  he  eonelMiffe,^*  Such  were. the  provisions  in- 
corporated into  the  act  of  1789;  and  in  perfect  ac- 
cordance with  those  provisions  has  been  the  opi- 
nions of  the  two  Attorney  (Jenerals  above  refer- 
red to. 

In  October,  1823,  Mr.  Wirt  gave  an  opinion, 
showing  that  the  President  has  nor  power  to  inter- 
fere wiih  the  duties  of  the  accounting  officers  of  the 
Treasur)",  and,  if  the  President  can  exercise,  in 
pursuance  of  law,  no  such  power,  it  will  be  in  vain 
to  urge  that  such  a  power,  of  necessity,  appertains 
to  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

"Let  u«  carry  this  principle  (o  the  laws  which  regulate  the 
■ettlemeot  of  public  accounts.  In  the  original  onnuiinLUoo  of 
the  Treasury  Dopartment,  (Laws  U.  S.  vol.  2,  p.  48^)  the  duties 
of  the  officers  are  deal<*nate(l  specifically.  There  was  one  Au- 
ditor and  one  Oomptroller.  The  duty  of  the  Auditor  is  declared 
to  be  to  reoeive  all  public  accounts,  and,  after  examination,  to 
certify  the  balance,  and  transmit  the  accounts,  wiih  t  >e  vouch- 
enariJ  certificate,  to  the  Comptroller,  for  his  decision  thereon; 
with  this  proTisq,  that  if  any  person  be  diesaiisfled  therewith, 
he  may,  within  six  months,  ap{jeal  to  the  Comptroller  against 
auch  sotclement.  Here  the  right  of  appeal  stops;  tliere  is  no 
pcoTiso  for  an  appeal  to  the  President  With  regard  to  the 
Comptroller,  it  directs  that  it  shall  be  his  duty  to  superintend 
the  adjustment  and  preservauon  of  all  public  accounts,  to  ex- 
amine all  accounts  settled  by  the  Auditor,  and  certify  the  ba- 
lances arising  thereon  tn  the  Register;  no  right  of  appeal  from 
his  daclsion  to  the  Pcesld^t." 

Afain: 

'Thus,  m  every  instance,  the  decision  of  the  Comptroller  is 
declared  in  bt final;  and  it  is  manifest  that  the  law  contem- 
plated no  farther  examinalion,  by  any  officer,  after  such  de- 
cMon. 

Hlow  will  it  be  possible  for  the  President  to  peiform  these 
great  duties,  If  he  isalM  to  exercise  the  appellate  power  of  n- 
TisinsT  and  correcting  the  settlement  of  all  the  individual  ac- 
counrs  which  pass  through  the  hands  of  the  accounting  e/ficera? 
Let  it  be  rembered  that,  out  of  the  vast  multitude  oi  these  ac- 
counts which  are  annually  settled  by  these  officers,  there  are 
very  few  which  are  settled  to  the  enure  satisfaction  of  the  claim- 
ants; and  if  every  dissatisfied  claimant  has  a  right  to  appeal  to 
the  Pri*-8ident,  and  to  call  upon  him  to  revise  and  correct  the 
■eiHement,  the  Prewlent  would  be  constrained  to  abandon  the 
great  national  objects  which  are  committed  to  his  peculiar  care, 
•nd  become  the  accountant  general  of  the  Qovernmeot.  Nor, 
if  he  should  devote  himself  exclusively  to  the  minor  object, 
would  he  be  able  te  accomplish  it;  for  the  whole  dntice  of  the 
five  Auditors  and  two  Comptrolleia  would  be  accumulated 
upon  him,  in  the  last  resort,  together  with  all  their  responaibi- 
liry  for  the  correctness  of  the  settlements;  and,  under  this  re- 
aponsibility,  be  would  have  to  perfoim,  single-handed  and 
alone,  the  whole  work  which  the  tegislature  haa  found  it  neeea- 
niy  to  pariiUoo  out  among  those  aeven  officers,  aided  by  Uiair 
remecti  ve  retinues  of  clerks.  '^ 

"My  opinion  ia,  that  the  settlement  made  of  theaccoimtaof 
individuals,  by  the  accounting  officers  appointed  by  law,  is 
final  and  Amclusive,  so  far  as  the  Executive  Department  of^the 
Government  is  concerned.  If  ao  individual  conceives  lilmeelf 
Injured  by  such  settlement,  his  recourse  must -he  to  one  of  the 
other  two  branches'of  Government— the  Legislative  or  iudiciaJ." 
HxtraetfOnlhe 9ame9ubject^/rom  an  opinion  of  ROger B. 

Taney,  late  Attorney  GenereU  of  the  United  States,  dated 

"Theee  laws,  as  well,  Indeed,  as  those  which  preceded  them 
on  the  same  subject^  appear  to  me  not  to  contemplate  any  ap- 
peal to  the  President,  and  I  think,  therefore,  that  the  decisiou  of 
the  Comptroller  hi  this  case,  io  conclusive  upon  the  Executive 
branch  of  the  Government,  and  that  the  President  does  not  pos- 
sess the  power  to  enter  into  the  examination  of  the  correctness 
of  the  account,  for  the  purpose  of  taking  any  meaanres  to  repair 
the  errors,  which  the  accounting  officers  appointed  by  law  may 
have  committed.  The  party  who  supjpose^  that  j uaiice  has  not 
been  done  to  him,  must  seek  reliefin  court,  when  a  suit  is 
brought  against  him.  or  may  bring  his  claim  to  the  considera- 
tion oftSongreas;  and  these,  in  my  opinion,  are  the  only  means 
of  redress  left  to  General  Taylor,  if  the  accountbg  officers  hare 
erred  in  their  decision." 

But  let  as  examine  this  matter  a' little  further,  in 
order  to  show  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
can  have  no  concern  with  the  rendition,  the  settle- 
ment, or  the  final  disposition  of  these  accounts  of 
the  collector.  It  will  appear  that  he  has  no  power 
over  the  subject  in  the  event  that  suoh  officers  tail 
to  make  the  returns  required  by  law.  By  the  act 
of  the  15th  o(  May,  1890,  it  is  provided,  "That 
when  any  collector  of  the  revenue,  receiver  of  the 
public  money,  or  other  officer,  who  shall  have  re* 
ceived  the  public  money,  before  it  is  paid  into  the 
Treasury  of  the  United  States,  shall  fail  to  lendtr 
h$B  account  or  jlay  over  the  same,  in  the  manner 
or  within  the  time  required  by  law,  f&t  CamptroUer 
flhall  cause  to  be  stated  the  account  of  such  ooUee- 
tor,  receiver  of  public  money,  or  other  officer,  ex- 
lubiting  tmly  the  amount  doe  to  the  Unilad  States, 


and  certify  the  same,"  not  to 'the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  but  "to  th^  agent  of  the  Treasury,"  who 
is  authorized  to  issue  a  warrant  of  distress  against 
foch  delinquent  offcer.  And  under  the  net  of  the 
29th  of  May,  1830,  these  statements  are  required 
to  be  made  to  the  Solicitor  of  the  Treasury,  for  the 
self  same  object.  But  in  all  this  proceeding  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  has  no  concern;  and  it 
is  done,  an  1  oAen  done,  without  his  knowledge, 
certtAnhf  without  his  direction.  The  very  organi- 
zation of  these  respective  offices  excludes  the  idea 
Uat^he  head  of  the  Department  cail  have  any  con- 
cern with  the  examination  and  disposition  of  the 
acepunts  of  collectors.  While  to  the  office  of  the 
Secretary  may  be  attached  ten  or  a  dozen  Series, 
to  the  office  of  the  Auditor,  on  whom  devolves,  in 
the  first  msUnce,  the  receipt  and  examination  of 
aoconnls  with  the  Government,  more  than  one 
hundred  clerks  are  attached.  And  tjo  the  office  of 
the  Comptrollers,  whose  duty  it  is  to  re-examine 
and  ultimately  to  decide  thereon,  there  is  at  least 
one-fourth  of  the  clerical  force  attached  to  his  office 
which  belongs  to  the  Auditor's,  and  double  to  that , 
which  belongs  to  the  office  of  the  Secretary  proper. 

In  May,  1839,  a  resolution  passed  the  Senate 
"that  the  President  of  the  United  Slates  be  re- 
quested to  cause  to  be  prepared,  and  laid  before 
the  Senate  at  the  commencement  of  the  next  ses- 
sion of  Congress,  a  plan  for  the  reorganization  of 
the  Treasury  Department,  with  a  view  to  simplify 
the  form  of  settling  and  keeping  the  accounts,  and 
of  rendering  them  more  intelligible;  of  a  more 
equal  distribution  of  (he  labor  and  duties;  and  for 
abolishing  same  of  the  subordinate  branches,  and 
reducing  the  number  of  clerks  in  the  Executive 
Departments." 

This  reisolution  was  referred  by  the  President  to 
the  presenthead  of  the  Treasury  Department;  and 
at  the  commencement  of  the  session  of  Congress  in 
1834,  the  present  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  pre- 
sented a  derailed  report,  recommending  a  reorgani- 
zation of  that  Department.  Under  the  head  of 
simplifying  the  forms  of  sealing  and  keeping  the 
accounts,  and  of  rendering  them  more  intelligible, 
the  Secretary  proposed  some  important  changes  in 
the  duties  of  the  Auditors  and  of  the  Comptrollers, 
with  a  view  to  the  correction  of  any  errors  they 
might  commit  in  the  final  settlement  of  public  ac- 
counts. He  also  strongly  recommended  that  there 
should  be  a  commissioner  of  customs,  and  that  the 
Comptroller  Should  be  relieved  from  that  particu- 
lar duty,  and  that  he  should  be  chai;ged  exclusively 
with  those  duties  appropriately  connected  with  the 
settlement  and  final  oomptrolling  of  accounts  with 
the  Government.  The  creation  of  such  an  office, 
with  the  appropriate  duties  defined  as  they  were  in 
that  report,*  could  not  fail  to  impose  proper  checks 
in  the  disbursement  of  the  public  monqr,  and  in 
passing  ujpon  public  accounts.  But  the  recommen- 
dations of  the  Secretary  were  disregarded;  for  it 
will  be  found  that  the  bill  which  was  presented  to 
Congress,  consequent  upon  that  report,  did  not  con- 
tain the  provisions  which  the  Secretary  had  so 
strongly  recommended.  I  have  alluded  to  this  fact 
to  show  that  the  attentu>n  of  Congress  has  been  re- 
cently directed  to  this  subject;  and  yet  no  change 
whatever,  in  the  mode  of  receiving  and  examining 
public  account!;,  has  been  made.  It  is  the  same 
now  as  it  ha^  been  ever  since  1789. 

There  ia  no  doubt  that,  by  a  general  regulation 
at  the  Treasury  Department,  all  collectors  and 
receivers  of  the  public  money  are  requested  to 
make  monthly  returns  of  tlfe  aggregate  of  the  re- 
ceipts and  expenditures  at  their  respective  offices; 
and  ia  districts  where  a  large  amount  of  .the  pub- 
lic revenue  accumulates,  weekly  statements  of 
their  aggregate  balances  are  requested  to  be  made. 
But,  Mr.  President,  for  what  purpose  are  these 
statements  requested  to  be  made?  To  enable  the 
Secretary  to  compare  them  with  the  returns  made 
to  the  accounting  officers,  in  order  to  see  whether 
they  agree,  or,  if  not,  whether  they  furnish  any  in- 
triaalc  evidence  that  there  is  a  wrong,  an  attempt 
to  conceal  the  truth  in  theae  retumsl  No,  air;  these 
abstracts,  these  statements  of  balances,  are  made 
to  the  Secretary  for  a  totally  difiTerent  purpose,  to 
enable  him  to  discover  at  once  the  actual  state  of 
the  public  finanoee;  to  enable  him  to  determine 
whm  he  can  draw,  with  propriety,  to  aatiafy  the 


public  creditor,  and  to  fmrni:^  him  with  the  mens 
of  making  to  Congress  his  annual  financial  report. 
For    the  same    purpose,    the  Secretary  reqoirer 
monthly  statements  of  the  aggregate  amouot  of 
bonds,  in  order  that  he  may  be  enabled  to  jodge  of 
all  the  means  of  the  Department;  and,  under  the 
old  sjTstem,  when  bonds  taken  for  customs  were 
tvrelve,  eighteen  and  twenty-four  months,  such  r- 
turns  would  enable  the  Secretary  to  present,  with 
great  precision,  what  would  be  the  amount  of  the 
receipts  from  4bose  sources  in  any  ooe  jear,  but 
since  1832,  when  the  credits  were  reduced  to  three 
and  frix  months,  and  when  at  least  tweniy-five  per 
cent,  'of  the  duties  on  imports  are  received  in  cash, 
it  has  not  beon  so  easy  or  so  certain  to  calculate 
on  the  amount  of  the  annual  receipts  as  it  was 
formerly,  under  the  old  sy&ten  of  exclusive  and  of 
long  credits.    But  it  cannot  fail  to  impress  every 
man,  that  these  returns  of  balances  cannot  leadt» 
the  discovery  of  fraud  where  fraud  exists,  or  r» 
detect  fraud   where  fraud  is  purposed.    Th«  na- 
ning  account  with  the  vouchers  are  never  traor- 
mitted  to  Ihe  Secretary,  for  the  best  of  all  reasooi,  ' 
that  he  has  never  been  charged  wiih  their  examiaa- 
tion  and  adjustment 

In  the  Secretary's  report,  to  which  I  have  alreadf 
referred,  speaking  of  a  (possibility  that  a  combiaa- 
tion  among  officers,  or  an  accident  escaping  the  vi* 
gilance  of  officers,  might  lead  to  an  improper  with- 
drawal from  the  Treasury  of  some  part  of  ihe  palh 
lie    money — ^whereuoon,    he    remarked  that,  w 
guard  against  this,  it'might  be  advisable  to  reqaire^ 
by  a  staDding  law,  what  has  been  heretofore,  ai 
least  on  two  occasions,  (in  1794,  and  1801,)  (Aa<  is, 
a  periodtcal  examination,  by  a  commities  of  Con- 
gress, into  the  actual  condition  of  the  Treasuij- 
That  examination,  going  beyond  the  forms  and 
records — beyond  the  fae«  of  all  the  acsonnis  kept, 
and  even  the  publication,  required  by  the  Coosii- 
tution,  of  the  receipts  and  expenditures  of  all  pob- 
lie  money — should,  in  a  special  manner,  wbeaever 
the  slightest  suspicion  exists,  extend  to  a  close  ia- 
quiry  into  the  settlement  of  any  accounts;  the  ocea- 
sLonforeviry  allowance;  the  rules  and  extent  of 
ail  discretionary  expenditures;  the  evidences  ofth? 
actual  amount  of  the  money  in  the  Trea8ttrr;or 
any  other tsircomstance  which  would  lend  to  detect 
error,  or  lead  to  salutary  improvements   in  aaj  of 
the  existing  laws.''    These  all    important  tu^p^ 
tic^ns  were  alike  disregarded  by  Congress.    Defal- 
cations had  alarmingly  occurred  under  former  Ad- 
ministrations, and  to  guard  against  any  snch  r^ 
currence,  a?  well  as  to  prevent  any  improper  with- 
drawal of  the  public  mosey  from  the  lYeamiTi 
the  recommendations,  to  which  I   have  refeftai, 
were  submitted,  and  safrmUtof  in  answer  to  acall 
from  the  Senate  itself.    But  there  has  been  siaee 
no  action  of  Congress  upon  the  subject;  and  if  de- 
falcations have  arisen,  and  those  defalcations caa- 
not  be  charge.!  upon  any  neglect  of  official  deiyis 
any  public  officer,  it  may   fairly  be  coaridered 
whether  the  fault  dors  not  lay  at  the  door  of  Coa* 
grass — ^whether  there  has  not  been  a  great  omissioa 
of  public  duty  in  this   respect,  on  the  pan  of  the 
LtgislaUve  brands  of  the  Government.    In  view  of 
this  mailer,  and  in  the  discharge  of  what  they  b^ 
lieved  to  be  their  duly,  most  emphatically  ui^Rcd up- 
on us  by  recent  events,  the  CommiiUe  en  Bima 
have  pr€.<5ented  to  the  Senate  the  bill  now  ua^er 
consideration.    I  do  not  propose  to  go  into  an  ex- 
amination  of  its  details,that  has  already  been  done; 
but  as  a  whole,  it  will  furnish  those  guards  for  ihe 
safe  keeping  of  the  public  money,  which  have  Ing 
been  wanted.    It  will  prevent  any  appropriaiin 
of  the  public  funds   to  private   use;  it  will  motf 
effectually  lead  to  the  discovery  of  any  frasds 
which  may  be  attempted  by  collectors  and  reoeir* 
ers  in  making  their  returns;  and  what  is  of  the  at- 
most  importance,  it  imposes  a  severe  penalty  «^ 
the  transgressor.    Not  only  will  Ihe  accounting  of- 
ficers, if  this  bill  shall  be  passed,  be  able  to  dele4 
fraud,  but  also  to  bring  to  punishment  the  e^ 
fender. 

The  Senator  from  Massachsetia  says  that  thoe 
is  law  enough,  but  the  fauh  is  in  the  execatioa. 
Then,  sir,  every  Administration,  from  1189  to  tbi 
present  period,  has  been  in  fault.  No,  sir;  thoe  ii 
a  want  of  legislation  upon  tbe  subject.  Mm 
checks  are  demanded,  and  m»re  giMuib  ami** 
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qnirvd  to  preserve  the  public  moQ«y  in  the  hands 
of  collectors,  for  the  ezclasiVe  use  of  the  Govern- 
laent.  How  stands  the  fact?  what  has  been 
oor  history  in  relation  to  the  defaults  of  public 
officers? 

I  have  read  the  document,  about  which  much 
has  been  eaid  elsewhere,  in  the  course  of  the  pre- 
sent session.  I  refer  tu  House  document  111, 
and  which  was  submitted  to  the  House  of  Repre- 
seniatiKes  in  January,  1838,  and  if  I  rightly  recol- 
lect, that  document  contained  the  names  of  one 
hundred  and  fourteen  persons  who  had  been  col- 
lectors of  the  customs,  and  were  returned  as  pub- 
lic defaulters.  Nine*tenths  of  those  defaults  oc- 
curred under  the  Administrations  previous  to  the 
last  Administration.  The  laws  which  the  Senator 
has  recited  were  then  in  full  force;  they  did  not 
prcrent  defaults  then;  they  did  not  then  lead  to  the 
diseovary  of  frauds.  The  same  laws  cannot  now 
effectuate  those  objects;  there  is  a  defect  in  the 
law,  and  that  defect  the  present  bill  is  intended  to 
supply.  Why  were  not  those  laws  sufficient  to 
.  prevent  the  defaults  of  General  King,  of  Mr. 
Wjngate,  of  General  Upham,  and  of  Mr  Swan- 
ton;  ihey  occnred  under  the  administration  of  the 
younger  Adams,  when  those  laws  were  in  full  force? 
Why  were  they  not  sufficient  to  detect  ihe 
default  of  Robert  Arnold,  who  stands  recorded 
as  a  defaulter  to  the  amount  of  more  than 
eighty  thousand  doIlars,with  an  official  bond  amount- 
is^  only  to  five  thousand  dollars.  This  default  also 
occurred  under  the  administration  of  Mr.  Adams; 
and,  from  my  recollection,  the  report  states  that 
there  is  no  expectation  that  this  amount  will  be  re- 
duced by  subsequent  receipts.  I  mention  these 
facts  ta  show  that  the  existing  acts  of  Congrei^s  are 
not  sufficient  to  prevent  these  frauds,  and  to  pre- 
serve, in  safety,  tlfe  public  money  for  the  use  of  the 
Government.  The  imposition  is  practised  in  the 
return  itself;  and,  if  the  collector  of  the  customs 
can  induce  some  half  dozen  clerks  to  conceal  the 
fraud,  he  can  make,  as  he  has  from  time  to  time 
Morfe,  such  fal^e  returns  to  the  accounting  officers, 
and  furnish  to  the  Secretary,  weekly,  such  false 
statements  of  the  aggregate  balances,  as  to  prevent 
the  discovery  and  the  detection  of  the  fraud.  But 
pass  this  bill,  and  you  impose  such  a  perfect  system 
of  well  ordered  checks  and  guards,  that  no  collector, 
of  himself,  can  make  a  false  return,  without  an  im- 
mediate discovery  of  his  fraud. 

Up  to  1835,  a  practice  prevailed  that,  when  the 
Anditor  received  the  quarterly  yearly  returns  from 
the  collectors,  &c  Ac.  the  clerk  in  the  Auditor's  of- 
Hee  baying  these  returns  in  change,  was  in  the  habit 
of  handing  those  returns  to  a  clerk  in  the  office  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  for  the  sole  purpose 
of  entering  the  footings,  so  as  to  show  officially  to 
the  Secretary  the  amount  cf  available  means  at  the 
end  of  every  quarter,  to  answer  the  same  object,  - 
in  fact,  which  the  weekly  an  1  monthly  statements 
to  the  Secretary,  from  the  collectors,  of  the  aggre- 
gate balances,  were  intended  to  answer.  No  vouch- 
ers were  ever  handed  with  these  official  returns,  and 
no  means  could  thereby  be  afforded  to  the  Secreta- 
ry of  the  Treasury  to  detect  the  fraud,  if  fraud  ex- 
ited The  only  way,  as  I  have  before  slated,  of 
detecting  the  fraud,  is  by  a  careful  examination 
and  comparison  of  the  accounts  with  the  vouchers 
at  the  Auditor's  office. 

This  practice  is  now  discontinued,  and  I  have 
heard  it  said,  among  other  things,  by  way  of  charge 
against  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  that  this 
was  done  at  the  instance  of  the  Secretary.  The 
practice,  sir,  was  discontinued  by  the  clerk  in  the 
Aaditor's  office;  and,  from  inquiry,  I  have  not  been 
able  to  learn  that  the  oldest  clerks  in  the  office  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  ever  knew  that  these 
rrtnms  from  the  Auditor's  office  were  made  for  the 
porpose  of  making  an  examination  or  comparison 
with  any  returiLS  which  may  have  been  made  direct 
to  the  Secretary  himself.  No  such  coinparisons 
were  ever  made  under  ^ny  Administration.  No 
sach  returns  were  ever  made  Jor  any  such  purpose 
to  the  Secretary's  office  from  the  office  of  the 
Auditor. 

I  cannot  close  my  remarks  without  again  refer- 
ring to  the  House  document  No.  Ill,  in  order  to. 
sbo  w  that  the  existing  laws  do  not  afibrd  sufficient 
cl>fclg^  and  guards,  and  that-  farther  legisl^ition  is 


indispensably  pec^ssary,  wiih  a  view  to  the  security 
of  the  public  rAoney.  That  document  states  that 
William  Brown,  a  Collector  at  New  Orleans  in 
1809,  was  a  defaulter  to  the  amount  of  more  than 
one  hundred  and  seven  thousand  dollars ;  and  if  1 
have  a  right  recollection  of  that  case,  he  becanoe  a 
defaulter,  and  had  actually  abseotded  before  the 
date  of  the  last  letter  of  instructions  to  him  from 
Mr.  Gallatin,  the  then  head  of  the  Treasuiy  De- 
partment. Although  there  had  been  some  little  iA- 
formalities  as  to  the  tim^of  making  his  weekly 
statement  of  balances,  <&c  yet  neither  from  the 
face  of  the  accounts  themselves,  nor  from  any 
other  source,  was  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasniv  1^ 
to  suspect  that  all  was  not  right  in  the  case  of  this 
defaulter. 

And  as  the  present  Secretary's  circular  to  cer- 
tain receivers,  has  been  somewhat  severely,  and,  I 
think,  unjustly  animadverted  upon,  I  will  take  the 
liberty  to  transcribe  Mr.  Gallatin's  letter  to  Mr. 
Brown,  in  order  to  show  that  the  .  present 
Secretary  has  high  authority  for  the  course 
he  pursued,  and  Uiat  the  sentiments  and 
even  the  language  of  Mr.  Gallatin,  in  his  let- 
ter to  Mr.  Brown  in  1809,  reproving  him  for 
some  omissions  of  duty,  are  very  similar  to  the  lan- 
guage used  by  Mr.  Woodbury  in  bis  circular, 
wherein  he  undertook  to  complain  for  some  omis- 
sions of  official  duty,  and  recommending,  properly, 
in  my  judgment,  a  different  course,'  rather  than  re- 
porting •  Oie  individual  as  unworthy  of  place — 
and  who  ought  at  once  to  be  removed  from  office. 
I  subjoin  a  copy  of  Mr.  Gallatin's  letter  to  Mr. 
Brown: 

^TuABQBT  DsPAAnuMT,  Dec  4,  1809. 

**BiR'  I  have  this  daj  received  eiglit  weekty  retarm  from 
you,  from  ibe  let  July  to  3l8t»Angust  laot,  with  sundry  other 
leturns,  sonie  pf  which  l>ore  the  post  mane  or  Noveml>er  13. 
As  the  standing  instructions  of  this  Department  reepecting 
weekly  retuins,  aodthe  particular  inatrueuone  to  you  upon  that 
subject,  contained  in  my  letter  of  iiw26lh  of  June  last,  tutve  not 
tMen  complied  with,!  uke  the  liberty  to  repeal  that  it  is  indis- 
pensable that  the  weekly  returns  should  t>e  weekly  made,  and 
put  in  the  post  office  immediately  after  the  end  of  the  week  to 
which  the  return  relates. 

**1  have  also  this  day  received  from  the  cashier  of  the  office  of 
discount  and  deposiie  your  receipt  for  one  hundred  thousand 
dollars,  taken  up  from  him  under  ibe  authority  contained  in  my 
letter  of  the  9th  ef  March  lasL  It  was  not  my  intention,  and 
the  tenor  of  that  letter  implies  it,  that  the  whole  of  this  sum 
should  be  drawn  at  once;  but  that,  after  the  moneys  in  your 
hands  were  exhausted,  tou  should  draw  on  thebaak,  from 
time  to  time>  to  meet  the  debentures,  as  they  should  be  presents 
ed  to  you  for  payment.  If,  therefore,  you  have  not  paid  away, 
for  debentures,  the  whole  of  that  sum  of  one  hundred  thousand 
dollars,  together  with  the  sums  remaining  from  yourcollecUoos, 
and  which  appear  to  have  amounted,  on  the  31st  of  August,  to 
wentythree  thousand  dollars,  you  will  bo  pleased,  immodiualy 
on  the  receipt  of  this  letter,  to  refund  to  the  office  of  discount 
and  denoslte  such  sura  aa  may  remain  in  your  hands;  and  will 
continue,  as  fast  as  any  moneys  come  into  your  haods»  to  apply 
them,  from  week  to  week,  to  iho  reduction  of  the  twlance  of  the 
advance  from  the  bank,  until  il  is  wholly  repaid. 

"I  have  received  no  statement  of  the  debentures  iaeaed,  nor 
any  inlimation  from  yon  of  ihcir  amount.  From  the  time 
when  the  money  was  taken  up  by  you,  I  presume  they  were 
issued  in  the  month  orSeptemoer.  No  statement  for  that  month 
has  been  received,  although  the  suiement  of  debenturee  Isaued 
in  the  subsequent  month  of  Oetober  came  to  hand  by  the  last 
mail.  This  IB  an  irregularity  which  ought  not  to  liave  taken 
place.  As  you  are  not  ignorant  of  the  manner  in  which  all 
your  returns  to  this  Department  ought  to  be  made,  I  must  xa> 

auest  your  particular  attention  that  no  omissions  or  irregulari- 
es  be  pemiitted  hereafter  to  occur. 

"You  will  be  pleased  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  this  totter 
by  the  first  mail  after  its  arrival. 

"I  am,  very  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

"ALBERT  GALI-ATIN. 
<*WiLUJLM  BaowM,  esq.  Collector,  New  Orleaos." 

Mr.  President,  I  hav«  said  all  that  I  wish  to  say. 
My  object  in  rising  was  to  defend  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  from  cfaarices  which  had  been  so  of- 
ten made,  and  constantly  reiterated  against  him, 
on  aceoant.of  some  knowledge  which  it  is  sap- 
posed  that  officer  had  of  the  late  defalcations  in 
New  York,  and  in  bach  time  as  to  have  enabled 
him  to  exfMSse  the  fraud,  and  to  have  convicted  the 
wrongdoer.  It  has  been  my  pdrpose  to  show  that 
a  faithful  and  vigilant  discharge  of  the  appropriate 
duties  of  that  officer,  could  not,  by  any  possiblility, 
enable  him  to  discover  or  detect  any  frauds  which 
any  collector  in  his  official  returns  might  intend  to 
practice.  I  have  endeavored  to  show  that  to  the 
accounting  officers  of  the  Treasury  belong,  and  ax- 
closively  belong,  not  only  the  receipt,  examina- 
tion, and  final  adjustment  of  such  accounts  jbnt  I 
have  also  shown,  that  to  the  First  Comptroller  be- 
longs the  buiiaess  6[  superintending  the  collection 
of  the  duties  on  imports,  and  tonnage,  and  that  so  spe- 
dfioan  the  datiesof  tho  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
aa  pointed  oat  by  tbe^zistinf  laws,  that  without 


undertaking  at  his  mere  motion  to  perform  the  of- 
ficial duties  of  oiher  officers,  he  could  not  have  dis- 
covered any  falsities  or  frauds  contained  in  the  re< 
turn  of  the  collectors  of  the  customs,  or  of  any  of 
the  receivers  of  the  public  moneys. 

As  the  friend  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  I 
look  forward  with  entire  confidence  to  the  publica- 
tion of  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Investiga- 
tion, who  have  this  whole  subject  in  charge;  and  if 
justice  shall  be  done  to  that  distinguished  officer  in 
that  report,  as  I  cannot  doubt  it  will  be,  I  have 
every  reason  to  believe  that  he  will  be  entirely  ex- 
onerated from  all  blame,  and  from  every  unworthy 
impatation.  I  am  perfectly  aware  of  the  nature 
and  character  of  the  charges  which  have  been 
made  and  circulated  against  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  with  reference  to  the  recent  defalcations 
in  New  York,  and  with  reference  to  other  defaults 
which  have  recently  occarred.  But,  sir,  let  the  re- 
port comciletthe  truth,  the  whole  truth,  and  no- 
thing but  the  truths  be  faithful ly  presented  to  the 
American  people;  let  party  prejudice  be  laid  aside, 
and  a  just  account  given  of  these  transactions,  and 
I  hare  no  doubt  that  it  will  be  discovered  that 
these  chaiges  agmnst,  and  these,  attacks  wpon^  the 
public  conduct  of  the  Secretary,  have  been  made 
without  right  and  without  authority. 

It  is  known  to  you,  Mr.  President,  it  is  known  ■ 
to  me,  it  must  be  known  to  us  all,  that  most  ex.- 
traordinary  allegations  have  been  made  against  the 
Secretary,  pending  the  present  session  of  Congress, 
in  this  Senate,  and  out  of  this  Senate.  If,  sir, 
there  was  any  reliance  to  be  placed  on  popular  ru- 
mor, if  the  public  journals  of  the  times  could  be  re« 
garded  as  the  faithful  chronicles  of  passing  events, 
long  before  this  we  had  a  right  to  expect  to  have 
had  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  arraigned  before 
this  Senate  to  answer  for  high  misdemeandrs  to  be  pre- 
ferred against  him  by  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives. I  have  felt  some  solicitude,  some  anxiety, 
to  have  such  a  proceeding  instituted  against  my 
friend.  It  would  be  to  him  the  proudest  day 
in  his  whole  life.  He  would  then  have  the  oppor- 
tunity of  meeting  his  accusers  face  to  face;  and  he 
would  then  be  able  to  show  forth  that  integrity  of 
character,  that  uprightness  of  purpose,  which  be- 
longs to  him— to  convince  his  accusers,  and  to 
satisfy  the  American  people  of  the  great  injustice 
done  him. 

In  conclusion,  Mr.  President,  all  that  I  have  to 
say  is,  that  those  who  have  been  so  prolific  and 
constant  in  their  charges  against  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  have  mistaken  their  aim;  for,  not- 
withstanding the  attacks  which  have  been  maile 
«pef»,  and  which  fire,  day  following  day,  repeated 
agMhwl  him  on  this  floor  and  in  another  part  of  this 
Capitol,  but  little  impression  Is  made  abroad.  It  in 
manifest  that  intelligent  and  patriotic  portions  of^ 
Ihe  community,  (while  these  things  are  going  ou^ 
here,)  are  giving  to  the  Secretary  the  most  gratify- 
ing evidence  of  their  unshaken  confidence  in  him, 
and  of  their  fixed  determination  to  give  support  to 
his  public  and  official  acts. 


REMARKS  OF  MR.  CHAPMAN, 
Of  Alabama, 

In  House  qf  RepresenUaines,  Fehruwry  35,  1839. 

Mr.  CHAPMAN,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Public  Lands,  reported  a  bill  from  th?  Senate  for 
the  relief  of  certain  settlers  in  the  country  acquired 
from  the  Creek  Indians,  who  lost  their  improve- 
ments, to  which  they  were  entitled  under  the  pre- 
emption law  of  1834,  by  the  location  of  the  reser- 
vations for  chiefs  and  orphans  of  that  tribe,  with 
an  amendment. 

Mr.  C.  said  that  the  amendment  reported  only 
changed  the  phraseology,  not  the  sen^,  Oif  the  bill; 
and  he  hoped  it  would  be  concurred  in,  He  said 
that  af  the  session  was  so  near  a  close,  that  this  bill 
might  not  be  reached  If  ordered  to  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole,  which  was  the  usual  course,  he 
asked  the  House  to  consider  it  at  once,  since  it  pro- 
posed no  appropriation,  and  therefore  did  not,  un- 
der the  rules  of  the  House,  require  commitment. 

[Mr.  Lincoln  of  Massachusetts  having  moved  to 
commit  the  bill,  insisted  that  it  proposed  an  ap- 
propriation of  land,  and  consequently  was  embraced 
within  the  rule  requiring  commitment,  as  much  aa 
if  an  appropriation  of  monay  was  propcmd.] 
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Mr.  C.  said  he  lamented  the  neoeisity/at  this 
timp,  of  ref^siioff  the  motion  to  commit;  bat  as  that 
coarse  wouid  probably,  if  adopted,  defeat  the  bill, 
he  was  constrained  t^  oppose  it.  He  said  that  as 
the  vote  on  the  motion  pending  woald  probably 
decide  the  fate  of  (he  bill,  ha  must  ask  the 
House  to  indaise  him  in  making  a  brief  ex- 
planation of  its.  provisions,  and  the  pecu- 
liar dfim  to  relief  the  individuals  had, 
for  whose  bei^^t  it  was  intended.  Mr.  C. 
said,  that  he  was  never  disposed  to  waste  the  tisM 
of  thq  Hoase,  especially  when  so.  tittle  remjuned  in 
which  to  transact  the  great  amonnt  of  important 
public  badness,  and  would  premise  not  to  consume 
as  moch  m  stating  the  merits  of  the  bill,  as  the 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts  [Mr.  LmooLv]  had 
in  the  technical  objection  he  had  made  to  its  consi- 
deration at  this  time. 

,  Mr.  C.  said  that,  after  the  treaty  with  the  Creek 
Indians,  these  settlers  had  rttmoved  into  the  territory 
acquired,  and  made  valuable  improvements  on 
fertile  land.  Indeed,  he  had  been  infermed  that 
they  are  much  the  most  valuable  improveaikents  in 
the  country.  At  the  passage  of  the:  pfef«mp[ion  law 
in  1834,  they  were  completely  embilMd  wiUun  its 
provision-"',  and,  at  the  time  of  the  first  land  sale  in 
the  Creek  country,  (in  January,  1834«)  they  were 
actnally  settled  on  their  improvemenia.  At  that 
time,  the  chiefs*  and  orphans*  reserves,  aathorized 
by  the  Creek  treaty  to  be  selected,  had  been  already 
located  by  Col.  Bright,  the  agent  appointed  for  that 
purpose,  but  upon  unimproved  though  fertile  land. 
After  this,  and  while  these  settlers  were  peaceably 
residing  on  their  own  improvements,  not  even  snb^ 
ject  to  be  divested  by  these  contingent  locations, 
(for  they  had  been  selected  by  the  agent,)  that  agent 
was  prevailed  upon  to  remove  the  locations  he  had 
at  first  made  for  the  chiefs  and  orphans,  and  place 
them  on  the  valuable  improvements  of  these  set- 
tlers, only  rendered  more  valnable  than  the  lands 
before  located  on  by  the  labor  and  eipense  of  these 
indastrious  and  enterprising  citizens.  Mr.  C.  said 
it  was  not  certain  bat .  that  these  injured  settlers 
might  have  snccesslully  resisted  the  authority  and 
binding  effect  of  the  change  of  locations;  bat  they 
Were  too  poor  to  undertake  a  controversy  .so  expen- 
sive; and  were  forced  to  give  up  their  homes,  and, 
with  their  families,  seek  shelter  elsewhere,  relying 
on  the  justice  o(  this  Gtovemment  to  make  them 
compensation  for  their  loises. 

Mr.  C.  said,  tha-  very  soon  after  he  had  the 
honor  of  holding  a  seat  on  this  floor,  he  had  brought 
this  subject  before  Congress,  and  made  a  report, 
accompanied  by  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  these  settlers. 
That  bill  had  been  again  and  again  reported  by 
him  to  this  House,  but,  like  many  other  miportasi 
measures  that  propose  to  relieve  only  ene  class  of 
citizens,  he  had  found  it  impossible  to  get  it  di- 
rectly considered.  Mr.  C.  said  that  the  biU  he 
had  reported  proposed  nothing  mofie  than  those 
individuals  were  justly  entitled  to.  But  still  it 
proposed  inuch  more  than  this.  That  bill  proposed 
an  abiolvUt  gfwU  to  those  setUen  of  one  quarter 
section  of  land,  subject  to  private  entry,  by  paying 
the  fees  of  office  only}  or  a  quarter  section  of  other 
land  not  settled  upon,  at  Gtovenment  price,  lliis 
bill  proposes  no  grant,  but  onlj  authorizes  such 
settlers  who  establish  the  facts  I  have  stated  as  the 
ground  of  their  claim  by  proof,  to  enter  any  land 
at  Government  price  not  settled  upon. 

The  advantage  this  bill  proposes  is  inconsidera- 
ble Indeed;  for  in  the  country  to  ^  which  they  are 
confined,  I  assure  the  House,  but  little  land  worth 
more  than  GK>vemment  price  can  be  found,  if  any, 
not  now  settled  apon.  But  still  they  propose  to 
take  this  bill,  rather  than  submit  to  further  delay, 
or  get  nothing. 

Mr.  G.  said  that  he  could  show  precedents  for  a 
grant,  without  price,  of  three  hundred  and  twenty 
acres  to  each  setilet  in  Arkansas,  under  similar  cir- 
cumstances; but  for  these  citizens  no  such  benefit  is 
asked,  nor,  indeed,  any  thing  that  can  possibly 
prejudice  the  Government,  for  no  land  sells  for 
more  than  a  fraction  over  the  minimum  price,  and 
fhey  are  required  to  pay  that  much. 
.  Mr.  G.  said,  that  on  several  occasions  this  hill 
has  passed  the  Senate,  and  has  been  lost  in  this 
House,  either  for  want  of  time,  or  for  some  objeo- 
|ion  made  to  it  here.  One  objectian  has  been  here- 


tofore that,  uniler  its  provisions,  a  ^reat  many  might 
claim  who  are  not  entitled.  Thi.s  bill  guards 
against  any  such  frand.^;  however,  since  the  last 
session,  proof  has  been  made  of  all  who  are  enti- 
tled, which  is  now  on  your  table,  and  the  whole 
number  does  not  eieeed  siity  or  sixty-five. 

Mr.  C.  said,  he  knew  most  of  them  personally, 
and  more  honest,  industrious,  respectable  citizens 
cannot  be  found  in  any  country,  nor  none  more 
meritorious. 

Mr.  C.  said,  that  he  was  conscious  of  having 
most  earnestly  pressed  ^e  claims  of  these  citizens, 
since  he  had  been  a  member  of  this  body.  No  op- 
portunity had  been  suflTered  to  pass  unimproved,  to 
obtain  for  them  th^c  justice  he  had  beeh  satisfied 
they  were  entitled  to,  before  he  had  a  seat  here. 
Mr.  C.  said,  that  he  had  been  less  fortunate 
in  this  House,  than  the  able  and  efficient  Senators 
from  his  State,  in  the  other,  had  been  in  their  efi'orts, 
and  ooasequeatly  some  had  insinuated  a  want  of 
zeal  en  his  part,  in  pressing  this  measure;  but  he 
would  not  regard  such  insinuations,  and  should,  in 
despite  ot  them,  continue  to  urge  their  claims. 

'  Pending  the  motion  of  Mr.  Lincoln  to  commit, 
Mr.  Williams  of  North  Carolina  moved  to  lay  the 
bill  on  the  table,  which  motion  prerailed. 


SPEECH  OF  Mr.   HARRISON, 
Of  Missouri, 
In  the  House  </Aepresentelivet,  Fthnmy  15, 1839— 
Vindicating  the  doctrines  and  principles  contain- 
ed in  certam  resolutions  submitted  by  him  to 
the  select  committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  upon  the 
subject  of  the  pa  bile  lands. 
The  following  are  the  resolutions  of  Mr.  Hia- 
rison: 

Ratolved^  That  the  powen  of  the  Federal  OoTemment  re- 
rail  ttom  the  compact  to  which  the  States  are  parties,  limited 
hj  the  plain  sense  and  intention  of  the  instrument  consiituting 
that  compact,  and  are  no  farther  valid  than  they  are  authoriz* 
ed  by  the  grants  eoumerated  in  the  compact 

2d.  That  State  sovereignties  are  only  diminished  l^  powers 
specifically  enumerated  in  this  compact,  or  by  such  as  are  ne- 

to  carry  the  specified  powers  into  effect 

■"  -  there  being  no  terms  or  conditions  mentioned  in  the 


ricfats  of  freedom,  sorereignty.and  independence,  in  all  respects 
whatever,"  as  another,  and  is  as  completely  sovereign,  to  all 
intents  and  purposes,  as  it  was,  or  would  have  been,  had  the 
Union  never  twen  fbrmed,  except  only  so  far  as  it  has  given 
certain  rights  and  powers  to  the  General  Government,  enume- 
rated In  the  Constitution,  for  specified  purposes. 

4th.  Tbattheright  of  exclusive  Jurisdiction  to  the  utmost  11- 
raits  of  Slate  territory  is  an  unqualified  and  undeniable  attribute 
of  sovereignty;  and,  as  By  the  nature  of  the  reserved  rights,  and 
the  terms  of  the  Constitution,  no  one  Slate  has  a  greater  portion 
of  reserved  rights  than  another,  so  no  other  power  whatever  has 
any  right  to  interfere,  by  ledslaiive  enactment  or  otherwise, 
with  Uie  property  or  rights  ofproperty  which  lie  within  the  ac- 
knowladaed  limits  of  any  of  the  States,  since  these  are  sul^ecu 
of  a  loeaT character,  and  aopropriale  only  for  local  Illation. 

6th.  Betohfedt  therefor  t.  As  the  States  of  this  Confederacy, 


ituuonupon  ___  ^ , , 

all  restrictions  and  conditions  upon  the  new  States,  on  their  ad* 
mission,  being  opposed  to  the  fundamental  principles  and  analo- 
gies of  the  Government,  and  not  sancUon^d  by  the  Constitu- 
tion, are  null  and  void;  and  that  each  new  State,  upon  being  ad- 
mitted into  Uie  Union,  bein^  **as  free,  sovereign,  and  indepen- 
dent as  the  other  States,  in  all  respects  wl)ate ver,''  was  absolved, 
by  the  act  of  admission,  from  all  terms,  conditions,  reatrictiona, 
and  hmitatioos  whatever,  whether  under  deedit  or  cession,  or- 
dhiancea  or  compacts;  and  became,  iwofacto,  the  absolute,  un- 
(lualified,  and  oocooireliabie  soveralga  of  the  soil  lying  vdihin 
Its  respective  limits  and  jurisdiction 

Mr.  HARRISON  rose  and  said: 

Ma.  SpEAKsa:  In  the  investigation  which  I  pio* 
pose  to  make  of  the  docuines  and  principles  set 
forth  in  the  resolutions  which  I  submitted  to  the 
select  committee  to  whom  the  subject  of  the  public 
lands  was  referred,  I  deem  it  proper  te  state,  at  the 
threshold,  that  no  extraneous  influence  whatever 
iudnced  mt  to  introduce  these  resolutions,  which 
have  been  so  unceremoniously  denounced  as  '*start* 
ling,  monstrous,  and  extraordinary.*'  I  consulted 
no  human  being  on  the  subject.  I  had  no  secret 
or  disguised  object  in  view,  either  perspnal  or 
political.  It  was  not  my  wish  or  intention  that  the 
resolutions  should  be  connected  with  any  party  or 
any  influence  that  was  now  agitating  the  country^ 
nor  did  I  look  forward  to  any  feeling  of  popular 
favor  that  might  be  attained  by  their  introdaetion. 
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expiration  of  the  time  I  have  yet  to  serve.  I  hare 
been  actuated  by  higher  motives,  aQdiDflaeDced  by 
considerations  of  a  more  comprehensive  and  pa- 
triotic character.  It  is  my  sobti  and  deUberaie 
conviction  that  these  resolutions  ccntais  a  iroe  ex- 
position of  the  relative  powers  and  rights  of  the 
new  States,  and  advance  no  doctrine  th&tisnot 
sustained  by  the  Constitution,  by  the  early  docn- 
mentary  history  of  the  country,  and  by  all  the  faa- 
damental  principles  and  analogies  of  the  Govern- 
ment. « 

The  gentleman  from  Virginia  [Mr.  Rostsnos] 
and  myself  differ  widely  on  the  questions  involved 
in  this  (subject.    Were  I  to  admit  his  premises,  I 
should  be  fortied  to  adopt  his  conclnsioDs.   Bull 
go  behind  all  the  positions  he  has  taken,  andeoo- 
tend,  and  shall  endeavor  to  show  that  the  conpacis 
made  between   the  General  Government  and  ihe 
several  States  that  made  the  cessions,  opoa  whkih 
he  seems  to  rely  with  so  much  confidence,  do  sot 
give  the  power  to  bind  and  restrict  os,  as  has  been 
exercised  towards  us;  that  they  eouU  not  give  ilw 
powers  clainoed,  because,  having  been  made  during 
the  existence  of  the  articles  of  coafederaUoa,  thu 
instrument  positively  prohibited,  and  the  ConsutS' 
tion'  of  the  United  States  coming  into  exisienee 
upon  the  dissolution  of  the  articles  of  confedeia* 
ion,  no  where  authorized  the  exercise  of  soch  pow- 
ers.   I  go  further:    I  not  only  maintain  the  doc- 
trine that  these  compacts  do  not  give  the  powen 
which  are  claimed,  and  if  they  did,  t^ai  ibey  are 
void,  because  against  the  express  letter  of  the  sni- 
des of  confederation,  which  were   the  pcmntMl 
law  of  the  land  at  the  time  these  compacu  were 
made,  but  also,  that  it  never  was  the  intentioa  of 
those  who  framed  those  articles,  that  the  Fedenl 
Government  should  have  the  power  of  ownisglbc 
lands  lying  within  the  limits  of  a  State;  in  fact,  sir, 
so  far  from  entertaining  any  such  idea,  that  ibey 
did.  In  the  most  positive  and  unequivocal  manner, 
express  a  contrary  intention.   And  this  I  will  prove 
from  facts  that  occurred  al  that  period,  convtimtisg 
a  portion  of  the  history  of  that  day,  which  caaaot 
be  met,  contradicted,  or  denied. 

In  the  examination  of  these  resolutions  we  most 
look  closely  at  the  nature  and  character  of  our  Go- 
vernment, its  Constitution,  ihe  object  and  extent  of 
the  powers  granted,  and  of  the  rights  and  powea  of 
the  several  States  anterior  and  subse^oeat  to  the 
formation  of  the  Confederacy.  It  is  in  this  way 
that  I  mean  to  examine  the  subject,  and  endeavor 
to  establish  all  the  principles  which  I  have  ad- 
vanced. 

The  Federal  Government  is  the  creature  of  ihe 
States,  made  by  them  for  their  common  benefit; 
and  the  Constitution  of  Ihe  United  SUtes  the  gnat 
charter  of  Federal  power.  The  beauty  of  the  ijfr 
tern  is,  thai  the  Federal  Government,  having  beea 
created  for  certain  great  national  purposes,  vUc^ 
could  not  have  been  attained  so  well  withoet  a 
common  Union,  deriving  all  its  powers  from  ihc 
States  that  formed  it,  can  exercise  none  bat  such 
as  are  specifically  granted  and  enumerated  in  the 
instrument  that  contains  these  powers.  And  if  we 
desire  to  know  whether  the  Ghsneral  GovtroBeat 
can  exercise  a  partieular  power,  the  only  guideihat 
we  have  in  making  such  inquiry,  is  the  ConaXira- 
lion.  The  powers,  therefore,  of  the  General  Go- 
vernment are  binding,  so  far  as  they  are  gii«i 
and  all  laws,  compacts,  treaties,  and  ordinaiioes, 
made  without  authority  from  the  Constitaiion,  aie 
void. 

In  section  third  of  article  fourth  of  the  ConSlitt(- 
tion  of  the  United  States,  we  find  the  power  that  is 
given  for  the  admission  of  new  States.  It  iscoa- 
tained  in  one  short  line.  It  says,  '*new  Stales  may 
be  admitted  into  the  Union."  The  languagsw 
plain  and  simple.  No  power  is  found  cooaedfa 
with'  the  power  to  admit,  which  authorizes  tha(H- 
neral  Government  te  impose  conditions  and  resOie- 
tions  upon  the  new  States  when  admitted  into  the 
Union.  Now,  as  the  Constitation  is  an  inatranttt 
containing  delegated  powers  only,  authoriziag  the 
Federal  Government  to  exercise  such  atone  at  are 
specifically  granted  and  enumerated,  I  callsfM 
gientlemen  opposed  to  me  on  this  subject,  te  islbiB 
me  how  and  fsom  whence  they  get  the  pom  ^ 
impose  conditions  upon  the  new  States,  wfaidi  M 
not  and  cannot  be  imposed  upon  tlie  urigiBfel^ 
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teeu.  Is  not  the  power  for  the  acEttission  of  the 
new  States  fnli  uid  perfect)  Was  it  lefi  noftnisbed 
Xjff-  the  wise  men  that  made  the  Coottitation?  Or 
dil  ihty  mean  that  the  power  t^prestl^  granted  of 
adnittiog  Dew  States  should  carry  aioog  with  it 
othen  of  a  broader  and  more  nulimitcd  character 
ikotmmmeralid  to  the  gram? 

The  Constitotlonsays,  "the  powers  not  delegated 
to  the  United  States,  by  the  CoDstitotion,  nor  pro- 
hibited by  it  10  the  Stales,  are  reserred  to  the  States 
fespectlTfely^  crt  c  «i»c  people."  Now  iht  power  to 
impase  condittons  upon  the  new  States  is  not  a  dele- 
gated power^t  cannot  be  foaad  in  the  Consiitn- 
tion.  And  if  it  be  not  a  delegated  power,  by  what 
anthonty  are  these  conditions  imposed  npon  ■»? 
The  compacts,  ev^en  if  ihey  iniendeJ  to  gite  sach 
a  power,  could  not  do  so,  as  the  powers  in  the  Con- 
sttlation  conM  not  be  enlarged,  altered,  or  diminish- 
ed by  aay  compact  or  ordinance  whateirer. 

With  diese  general  remarks  npon  the  character 
and  principles  of  oar  Government,  1  shall  proceed 
to  A  particular  cjmmination  of  ho»e  compacts  by 
which  ii  is  contended  the  new  States  are  bound. 
Bat  it  may  be  proper  to  look  inio  the  canses  which 
M  to  tbciie  compacts,  before  examining  the  com- 
paefts  themseWei,  as  oalcoAated  to  explain  the  ob- 
jects which  were  to  be  gained. 

Before  and  during  tiM  Revolatiun4ry  vtr^  many 
of  Ike  States  laid  claim  to  a  vast  extern  mi  tfacant 
teftitory.  These  claims  excited  mnrmoriiig  and 
diseonlent  among  those  who  bad  no  such  ciainis,or 
whose  claims  were  not  so  dear.  They  contended 
that,  aa  the  war  was  carried  on  by  the  common  sa- 
criiae  of  blood  and  treasure,  the  lands  belonging  to 
the  Occywn  of  Qieat  Britain  sboold,  upon  the  buc- 
eessfnl  if  sue  of  the  war,  beccme  the  common  pro- 
perty of  ail  of  the  States,  and  go  to  discharge  the 
debt  incarred  by  the  war.  To  quiet  the  discontent 
that  prevailed,  and  to  obviate  the  difficulties  and 
trmtbles  that  were  constantly  rising  in  view,  Con- 
gress appealed  to  those  Stales  that  laid  claim  to  this 
▼aeant  territoiy,  to  cede  it  to  the  Federal  Govem- 
menr,  for  the  purpose  of  allaying  the  heartburning 
which  was  then  corroding  the  peace  and  disturb- 
ing the  good  feeling  of  the  Confederacy.  No  ees- 
«ion  was  made  before  the  appeal  of  Congress  on 
the  subject;  and  it  is  by  reference  to  the  acts  of 
Con;^ress  alone,  that  we  can  rightly  understand  the 
real  objects  which  they  had  in  view  in  appealing  to 
the  States  to  make  the  cession. 

The  first  movement  on  this  subject  was  the  reso- 
Intion  of  the  6th  September,  1780.  This  may  be 
regarded  as  the  first  dawning  of  the  light  which  af- 
terwards breaks  upon  us  in  full  blaze  from  other 
acts  that  followed. 

-^Tbal  having  dqly  cQoaiderod  Oab  several  matlen  to  .ihem 
Bobmiued,  (hey  conceive  it  unnecesearj  tu  examhie  into  the 
meciw  orpolicy;  of  the  inptruciiime  or  declaration  of  the  Gene- 
ral /Luembly  oC  Maryland,  or  of  ihe  reinoii&lrance  of  the  Gene- 
ral ▲anniblyof  Virginia,  a» they  involve  queiuona,  a  diacus- 
sionof  which  was  declined  on  mature  consiJerauon,  when  ihe 
articlea  of  cohl'ederaUnn  were  debated;  nor,  in  the  optuibn  of 
the  committee,  can  such  quesiione  be  now  revived  with  any 
pnMfJcct  of  conciliation;  thai  it  apfjeara  more  advisdble  to 
pittM  opoo  those  States  which  cao  remove  theembarraasmenta 
respecung  the  WcaicFn  country,  a  liberal  surrender  of  a  por- 
tMo  of  their  territorial  claiujs,  since  they  cannot  be  preserved 
eoiire  without  endangering  the  stability  of  the  general  con* 
federacv;  to  remind  them  how  indispensably  neceasary  it  is  to 
eatabliaD  the  Fetleral  Union  on  a  fixed  aud  permanent  basis, 
and  on  principles  acceptable  to  all  its  respective  members; 
liow  esMniial  to  public  credit  and  confidence,  to  the  support  oi 
oar  army,  loihe  vigor  of  our  councils  and  success  of  out  mea- 
vures,  to  our  tranquillity  ai  home,  cur  reputation  abroad,to  our 
very  existence  as  a  free,  sovereign,  ami  independent  people; 
that  ibey  are  fully  perauauled  the  wiaidom  of  the  respective  Le- 
gisl  itures  will  lead  them  to  a  full  and  impartial  conf>ideration  of 
a  sobject  so  interesting  to  the  United  States,  and  so  necessary 
to  th«  happy  establishment  of  the  Feileral  Union;  that  they  are 
confirmed  m  these  expectations  by  a  review  of  the  bcfore- 
mcoUooedact  of  the  Legislaiuro  of  New  York,  submitted  to 
their  coQ3idr>ration;  that  this  act  is  expressly  calculated  to  ac- 
eelefatettke  Federal  alliance,  by  removing,  as  lar  as  depends 
on  that  State,  the  Impediment  arising  from  the  Western  coun- 
try, and  for  that  purpose  to  yield  up  a  portion  of  territorial 
claim  for  the  rnneral  benefit:  whereupon, 

^tUmolved^  That  copies  of  the  several  napen  referred  to  the 
commttiee  be  transmitted,  with  acopv  of  the  report,  to  the  Le- 
gislatures of  the  several  Stales;  and  (hat  H  be  earnestly  recom* 
mended  to  those  Stales  who  have  claims  to  the  Western  coun- 

ry,  to  pB9s  sucli  lawsj  and  give  their  delegates  in  Congress  such 
powers,  as  may  effcr toally  remove  the  only  obstacle  to  a  final 
rutification  of  the  articles  of  ron federation;  and  that  the  L^eis- 
Ia;ure  of  Maryland  be  earnestly  requfsied  to  aniiiorize  thcjr 
l>elcgaic!>  in  Congrecj^u-*  j»ub?i-Tibc  ilic  sail  articles." 

It  is  unnecessary  iv  dwell  tm  ihe  languague  of 
ihis.repori  and  resolution.  The  object  is  manifest. 
To  pay  the  debt  incorred  by  the  war,  and  to  silence 
the  ttumunog  that  was  beginning  to  break  forth 


into  aadible  and  aerious  complaint,  was  the  de^ 
sign  of  Congress  in  making  the  appeal  to  the  States. 
Ob  the  lOfh  of  October,  1780,  Congress  again  ad- 
dressed the  States  on  the  subject:  This  resolution, 
it  will  be  seen,  is  stronger  in  its  terms,  and  more 
direct  in  its  meaning,  than  that  of  the  6th  Sep- 
tember. 

'^Resolved,  That  the  unappropriated  lands  that  may  be 
ceded  or  relinquished  to  the  tJnited  Stales,  by  any  particular 
Stale,  pursuant  to  the  recommendation  of  Cfongrsss  of  the  6th 
day  of  September  last,  shall  be  diapoaed  of  for  the  comm  n 
beoefit  of  the  United  States,  and  be  settled  and  /ormed  into  dis- 
tinct Republican  States^  which  shall  become  members  of  the 
Federal  Union,  and  havbthb  SAMsaiaHTB  OFfiovBAXioMTr, 

FRKBDOM  AND  INOaPaNDBIICB  AS  THB  OTHSR  StaTBB;  that  eaCQ 

Stale  which  shall  beao  formed  shall  contain  a-suitable extent  of 
territory,  not  less  than  100^  nor  more  than  190  miles  square,  or 
as  naar  thereto  as  circumstances  will  admit.  That  the  neces- 
sary and  reasooable  expenses  which  any  particular  State  shall 
have  incurred,  since  the  commancoment  of  the  present  war,  in 
subduing  any  Britiali  posta,  or  maJntainmg  portt  or  garrisons 
within  and  for  the  defence,  or  in  acquiring  anv  part  of  the  ter- 
ritory that  may  be  ceded  or  relioquished  to  the  United  States, 
•half  b«  reimbuned." 

The  language  here  employed  is  of  a  most  strik- 
ing chariMner.  Congress  solemnly  promises  the 
States,  npon  relinquishing  their  claims,  that  (be  ter- 
ritoiy  so  ceded  ''shall  be  seuled  and  formed  into 
distinct  Republican  Slates,  which  shall  bedome 
members  of  the  Federal  Union,  and  have  thb 

SAMB  RIOBTS  OF  SOTBBBXOirTT,  FBBBDOM,  AND  IB- 
DSPBNBBBGK,  AB  TBK  OTBBB  SVAVlSr**     What  Were 

"the'rights  of  freedom,  sovereignty,  ^nd  indepen- 
dence,** whioli  belonged  *Hoihe  other  States*' Bt  that 
tim^  How  far,  and  to  what  extent,  were  the  old 
l^tfties  ft«e,  soveieigli,  and  independent,  at  this  par- 
ticular period  in  the  history  of  ourconntry9  ''The 
rights  of  ft«edom,  sovereigBty,  and  iDdepandence,*' 
which  then  belonged  to  flem,  is  enr  inheritance  at 
this  day,  which  cannot  he  taken  from  us  by  any 
power  on  eatlh.  And  the  compact  with  Viigisia 
does  not  conflict  with,  or  in  any  degree  impair,  the 
rights  here  mentioned.  In  truth,  it  to^fiirmt  all  that 
was  promised.  The  Slates  not  yet  cootp^ng  with 
the  earnest  appeals  that  haH  been  made.  Congress 
again  addressed  them  on  the  same  snbject,  April 
18,  1783,  ihrough  the  means  of  a  committee  ap- 
pointed for  that  purpose,  of  which  Mr.  Madison 
was  chairman.  Still  nnsuccessfal.  Congress  made 
another  appeal  to  the  States,  in  the  resolution  of  the 
29 ih  April,  1784,  which  is  in  more  precise  lan- 
gaage  than  the  former  resolution,  as  Congress  ex- 
plains, in  a  definite  manner,  what  was  intended  by 
the  resolution  of  10th  October,  1780.  This  is  the 
r^lntion: 

"Congress,  by  their  resolution  of  September  6,  1780,  haviag 
thonghi  it  advisable  to  press  upon  the  States  having  claims  to  the 
Western  country  a  liberal  surmnder  of  a  portion  of  their  terri- 
toiial  claims:  by  that  of  the  lOtb  of  Ocu>ber  of  the  same  year; 
having  fixed  conditions  to  which  the  Union  should  be  boand  on 
receiving  such  cessions:  and  tiaving  again  proposed  the  sama 
subyectto  those  States,  in  their  address  of  April  IStb,  1783^ 
wherein,  slating  the  natlonaJ  debt  and  ejcpressln^  their  reliance 
for  its  discharge  on  the  prospect  of  vacant  territory,  in  aid  ot 
their  resources,  they,  for  that  purpose,  as  well  as  to  obviate 
disagreeable  controversies  and  confusions^  included  in  the  same 
recommendations  a  renewal  of  ihoseofSepteihber  theSih  and 
of  October  the  10th,  1780,  which  several  recommendations  have 
not  yet  been  complied  with: 

"Resolvedf  That  the  same  subject  be  again  presented  to  the 
same  States,  (to  the  attention  oO  that  they  be  urged  to  consider 
that  the  wai  being  now  brought  to  a  happy  ternunatidn  by  the 
personal  services  of  our  soldiers,  the  supplies  of  property  by 
our  citizens,  and  loans  of  money  frcnn  them  as  well  as  from 
foreigners,  these  several  creditors  have  a  right  to  expect  that 
funds  shall  be  provided  on  which  they  may  rely  for  their  in* 
demnifiatk>n;thaiCongre8S8ttII  consider  vacant  territory  as  an 
important  resource;  and  that,  iharefore,  the  said  States  be  ear. 
nestly  pressed,  by  immediate  and  liberal  cesnons,  to  forward 
these  necessary  ends,  and  to  promote  the  harmony  of  the  Union." 
I  would  here  call  the  particular  attention  of  the 
House  to  the  language  that  is  here  employed.  It 
says:  'Congress,  by  their  resolution  of  September 
6th,  1780,  having  thought  it  advisable  to  press  up- 
on the  States  having  claims  to  the  Western  country, 
a  liberal  surrender  of  a  portion  of  their  territorial 
claims:  by  that  of  the  10th  October  of  the  same 
year,  HAVING  PIXEt)  CONDITIONS  TO 
WHICH  THE  UNION  SHOULD  BE  BOUND 
ON  RECEIVING  SUCH  CESSIONS,"  &c. 
^Vhat  ♦'conditionst"  By  what  was  the  Union  to  be 
bound  on  receiving  such  cessions?  Why,  sir,  that 
new  States  should  be  made  out  ef  the  territory  so 
ceded,  which  sh  Duld  be  admitted  with   **thb  samb 

RIGHTS  OP  FREEDOM,  SOVERKIONTT,  AND  IBTDEPEN- 
DENCB  AS  THE  OTHER   STATES."      Thls    WaS    OUe  of 

Ihe  condiiion?.  The  other  was,  that  the  territory 
ceded  should  constitute  a  source  of  revenue  to  pay 
the  debt  incurred  by  the  Revolution.  New,  if  the 
.eonditfonis  wete  fixed  by  ilie  rcsolotion:  of  October, 


1780,  by  which  the  Union  should  be  bound  on  re- 
ceiving these  cessions,  I  ask,  how  can  they  be  ai- 
lered  or  changedl  They  still  eiist  for  the  benefit  of 
the  States  that  were  to  be  carved  out  of  this  teiri- 
tory,  and  which  were  to  be  admitted  into  the 
Union.  These  resolutions  show  not  only  the  mo- 
tives which  impelled  Congress  to  ask  that  the  ces- 
sions should  be  made,  bat  also  the  eontidttoHon 
which  was  offered  as  an  inducement  to  the  States 
to  make  the  cessions.  These  historical  facts  are 
parlicnlarly  important,  as  it  is  presumable  they 
contain  all  the  reasons  which  inducnced  Congress 
to  address  the  States  upon  the  propriety  of  making 
the  cessions,  and  especially  as  they  are  antecedent 
to  the  cessions,  as  well  as  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States. 

The  cessions,  upon  these  earnest  and  repeated 
applications  of  Congress,  were  made;  and,  as  it  is 
my  object  to  examine  these  deeds  of  cession  with  a 
rigid  scrutiny,  to  discover  if  there  be  any  thing  in 
them  incompatible  with  the  '^rights  of  freedom,  so- 
vereignty, and  independence"  which  were  promised 
land  guarantied  to  the  States  that  might  be  admitted 
into  the  Federal  Union,  I  ahall  take  op  and  com- 
ment upon  the  deed  of  cession  made  by  Virginia, 
as  a  sample  of  the  whole. 

In  treating  of  these  deeds  of  cession,  it  must  be 
borne  in  mind  that  they  were  compacts  made  by, 
and  entered  into,  between  two  parties;  and,  also, 
that  they  were  made  durmg  the  exigUnce  of  the  Arti* 
ties  of  Confederation.  For,  in  the  examination  of 
these  compacts,  it  will  be  found  that  there  are  ex- 
pressions in  them  which  cannot  be  understood  with- 
out reference  to  the  Articles  of  Confederation. 

It  cannot  be  denied  that  the  State  making  the 
cessioB  had  the  right  to  impose  the  conditions,  if 
conformable  to  the  Articles  of  Confederation,  and 
that  the  Government  accepting  them  could  not 
aAerwards  enlaige,  add  to,  er  diminish  the  terms 
of  the  cession,  without  the  consent  of  the  other 
party.  Being  a  compact  between  two  parties,  it 
required  the  consent  of  6elA  to  make  any  alteration. 
What  were  the  conditions  upon  which  Virginia 
ceded  her  territory?  Tliey  were,  first,  that  the 
ceded  territory  should  be  laid  out  into  distinct 
Republican  States,  which  should  be  admitted  into 
the  Union  ^^with  the  same  rightt  ^  freedom^  mw- 
rHgn/y,  and  ttukpcndrnee  u  the  other  States^'**  and 
also  that  the  lands  ceded  ahonld  be  a  common  fund 
for  the  benefit  of  the  United  States,  to  be  disposed  of 
according  to  their  usual  respective  proportions  in  the 
general  charge  and  expenditure.  These  are  the 
two  important  conditions  mentioned  in  the  compact 
with  Virginia;  the  first  conforming  to  and  comply- 
ing with  the  conditions  that  were  fixed  in  the  reso- 
lution of  Congress  of  the  10th  of  October,  1780,  as 
explained  by  that  of  the  29ih  of  April,  1784.  It 
was  upon  these  conditions  that  Congress  accepted 
the  deed  of  cession  from  Virgin  a.  Th»y  cannot 
be  altered  without  the  consent  of  the  other  party. 
And  if,  in  the  course  of  this  investigation,  it  should 
be  discovered  that,  la  the  acts  of  Congress  admit- 
ting new  States  into  the  Union,  there  are  other  con- 
ditions than  those  contained  in  the  deed  of  cession, 
Ihey  are  null  and  void,  because  not  authorized  by 
^e<»riginai  deed,  and  the  General  Gk>vernment  had 
no  power  whatever  without  the  cohsentof  Virginia 
to  alter  the  terms  and  condition  of  the  cession. 

There  is  one  mpst  remarkable  feature  in  this 
deed  of  cession.  Virginia  not  only  cedes  all  her 
right,  title,  and  claim  to  the  soil,  ^t  to  the  /tirts- 
diedon. 

For  the  purpose  of  calling  the  attention  of  the 
House  to  this  point,  I  will  read  the  clause  that  con- 
tains it. 

**Beit  macted  by  the  General  Amembly^  That  U  ehall,  ajid 
may  be  lawful,  for  the  delegatee  <)r  ihii  8iaie  to  the  Congreee  of 
the  United  Slates,  or  such  o(  them  aa  ehall  be  asoemhled  to 
Consrees,  and  the  said  delegates,  or  such  of  them  so  aAcmbletl, 
heieby  fully  authorized  jind  cmpowared,  for  and  on  behidf 


Oi  ihie  Slate,  by  proper  deo^  or  ini^truoiente  in  wriung.  under 
^eir  iiandfi  and  beais  to  convey,  transfer,  aesign,  and  make  over 
niuo  (he  United  Statra  in  Uongrem  assembled,  for  the  benefit  of 


the  said  States,  all  right,  title,  and  claim,  as  wbli.  of  boil  as 
juBiBDiCTiON,  which  this  Commonwealth  haib  to  the  lemtory 
or  tiaci  of  country  wUhin  the  limits  of  the  Virginia  charter, 
situate,  lying,  and  being  to  the  northwest  oCthe  river  Ohio,  sub- 
ject to  the  terms  and  conditions  contained  hi  this  before  recited 
act  of  Congress  of  the  13ih  day  of  Sepielnber  last;  that  is  to  say. 
upon  condition  that  this  territory  so  ceded  shati  be  laid  out  and 
formed  Into  States,  containing  a  sttltaAftIi  escleiit  of^rHtory,  not 
leas  than  om  bandredt  nor  more  tbtuv.itaeihuriimd  i«4l^i|r- 
mites  square,  or  as  near  thereto  as  clrcumstancss  .will  admit: 
•tod  that  ihs  9t«tea  so  formed  ahall  t>e  dhtioct  RepubUoanftitte^ 
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and  adroitled  memben  of  (he  Federal  Uoion,  haring  (he  eame 
rights  of  eurereignty,  fraedoni,  aiul  ind^pemleoce,  w  iba  oUier 
I5uitea.» 

What  was  that  jarisdiotinn  before  the  cessioni 
When  the  property,  and  in  poss^ion  of  the  State 
of  Virginia,  it  was  fall,  complete,  and  absolaie. 
No  other  jpowtr  could  limit,  restrict  or  interfere 
with  it,  where  is  it  now?  Does  the  General  Go- 
vernment possess  it  OS  fall  and  absolute  as  Virginia 
had  it  before  the  cession)  No,  sir.  None  will 
venture  to  advance  such  doctrine.  Where  is  it 
then?  It  was  a  thing  that  existed  before  the  ces- 
^ioD,  andit  most  still  exist  somewhere.  If  it  be 
not  found  with  the  General  Gh)vemment,  it  must 
be  with  the  States;  and  if  with  the  States,  tow 
came  it  there?  By  compact?  By  any  arrange  • 
ment  or  understanding  between  the  General  Go- 
vernment and  the  States?  None  of  these.  It  fell 
to  the  Stales  as  one  of  the  reserved  rights.  By  the 
magical  influence  ot  sovereignty,  it  attached  itself 
to  the  powers  of  the  States  as  being  one  that  was 
not  deleirated  to  the  General  Government.  In  re- 
ference to  jurisdiction  as  an  attribute  of  89vereign> 
ly,  Vattell,  in  his  book  on  the  law  of  nations, 
says: 

"The  generttl  domain  of  Oie  naiion  orer  the  landi  she 
inhabits  n  naiorally  ctinoected  wiUi  the  empire;  for,  in  eeut* 
bliehing  herself  in  a  racani  country,  the  nation  ceitainly  does 
not  intend  to  possess  it  in  subjection  to  any  other  power;  and 
can  we  suppose  an  independent  nation  not  nested  with  theabso- 
1  uie  cumnMnd  in  her  domestic  eoocernit?  Thus  we  have  alrea- 
dy observed  (boolc  1,  §206)  that  in  taking  posssssion  of  a  coun- 
tiy  the  nation  is  presumed  to  take  possession  of  its  Oovernment 
at  the  same  Ume.  We  shail  here  proceed  further,  and  show  the 
natural  connection  of  these  two  rights  in  an  independent  nation. 
How  could  she  govern  herself,  at  her  own  pleasure,  in  the 
country  ehe  inhabits,  if  she  cannot  truir  ana  alnolutelv  dispose 
uf  iti    And  how  could  she  have  the  full  and  absolute  domain  of 


a  place  where  she  has  not  the  command!  Another's  sovereign^ 
ty,  and  the  rights  it  comprehends,  must  deprive  her  of  the  Iree 
dispoital  ofthat  place.    And  to  this  eminent  domain,  which  con- 


stitutes a  part  of  the  soveretgnty,  (book  1, 1214,)  and  you  will 
the  beuer  perceive  the  intimate  connection  existing  between  the 
domain  and  the  sovereignty  of  the  nation.  And,  accordincly, 
what  is  called  the  Aif^A  ehtnain^  which  Is  nothing  but  the'do- 
roain  of  the  body  of  the  naiion,  or  of  the  sovereign  who  repre* 
seats' it,  is  every  where  considered  as  insei>arable  from  the  sove- 
reignly. 

**The  sdreraignty  united  to  the  domain  establiriies  the  juris- 
diction uf  the  nation  in  her  territories,  or  tih  country  that  be* 
longs  (o  her.  It  is  lier  province,  or  that  of  her  sovereign,  to  ez- 
erene  justice  in  alt  the  places  under  her  jurisdieiion,  to  take 
cogniz^inceofthe  crimes  committed,  .and  the  difTerences  that 
arise  in  the  country." 

Here,  sir,  we  have  a  definition  given  of  the 
term  *'juri«d lotion,"  such  as  must  satisfy  every  one 
does  not  belong  to  the  Greneral  Government  over 
lands  which  it  claims,  lying  within  the  limits  of  a 
State.  And  it  is  clear  that  the  exercise  of  such  a 
power  on  the  part  of  the  Government  would  utter- 
ly annihilate  every  vestige  and  feature  that  charac- 
terize a  State.  Mr.  Henry,  in  the  debates  in  the 
'Virginia  Convention,  on  the  adoption  of  the  Fede« 
ral  Ck)nstitution,  speaking  on  the  subject  of  giving 
up  the  navigation  of  the  Mississippi,- says:  "France 
has  guarantied  to  us  our  sovereignty  and  all  its  ap- 
pendages. What  are  its  appendages?  Are  not  the 
rivers  and  waters  that  wash  the  shores  of  the  coun- 
try, SLppead^es  %niep€arabU  Jromthe  right  of Movereign" 
/y)"  Gov.  Randolph,  in  the  same  debate,  said  "it 
will,  moreover,  be  contrary  to  the  law  of  nattotu  to 
reUnquiah  ttrritmial  righiM.  There  U  a  prohibition 
naturally  resulting  from  the  nature  of  things,  it  6«- 
tni"  tontradietory  and  r^pugna$U  to  reaion,  and  tht 
law  (/  nature  Mid  tMlions,  to  yield  the  most  taluable 
right  of  a  eofnmunity,for  the  exclutive  bei^qfone  part 
of  it,"  Mr.  Nicholas  aI:o  said  that  **the  deprivation  of 
territorial  rights  was  obviously  repugnant  to  the  law 
of 'nations.^*  But,  sir,  I  have  still  other  authority 
of  a  high  character,  hearing  directly  on  the  point, 
o  which  I  would  particularly  call  the  attention  ot 
the  gentleman  Oom  New  York,  [Mr.  PjLanR,] 
who  was  k  member  of  the  select  committee,  to 
whom  this  subject  was  referred,  as  the  authority  I 
am  about  to  read  is  a  decision  of  the  Supreme 
Court  of  the  State  of  New  York,  delivered  by 
Chief  Justice  Spencer.  The  case  was  this:  a 
mnrdt&r  was  committed  at  Fort  Niagara,  lying 
within  the  limits  of  .the  Statt^of  New  York.  The 
man  was  tried  for  the  murder,  found  guilty,  and 
sentenced,  according  to  the  laws,  for  the  crime  he 
had  committed.  The  case  was  taken  up  to  the 
Supreme  Court,  upon  the  ground  that  the  State 
authorities  had  no  jurisdiction  ef  the  case,  inas- 
much as  the  crime  was  committed  at  a  place  which 
was  the  property  of  the  United  States.  I  will  now 
read  that  part  of  the  decision  which  relates  to  the 
joint  in  (iuesf!on. 


"Their  posssssion  of  this  post  must  be  ragardeil,  thereforSf  as 
a  posMssion  for  the  tSKata,  not  acalDst  ii;  it  was  a  friendly  occu  - 
pation,  not  In  derogation  of  our  rights;  and  we  regard  It  as  a  Am- 
oamental  principle  that  the  rights  sf  sovereignty  are  never  to  be 
taken  away  by  implication.  In  the  case  of  the  United  States  vs. 
Bovans,  (3  Wheaton,  38S,)  Chief  Justice  Marshall  said:  The 
power  of  exclusive  legislation,  under  the  8ih  action  of  the  first 
anicle  of  the  Constitution,  which  is  jurisdiction,  is  united  with 
cession  ofterriU>rv,  which  is  to  be  the  free  act  of  the  States.' 
The  coi  rectneas  or  this  remark  Is  fully  admitted;  and  if  the  Uni- 
ted States  had  the  right  of  exclusive  legislation  over  the  fortress 
of  Niagara^  they  would  have,  also,  exclusive  jurisdiction;  but 
we  are  of  opinion  that  the  right  of  exclusive  iegislaUon  within 
the  territorial  limiis  of  any  Si  ate,  can  be  acquired  by  the  Uni- 
ted States  only  In  the  mode  pointed  out  in  the  Constitution— 6y 
ptircAose,  by  cotuvnt  of  the  Legislature  o/  the  State  in  which 
the  eame  ahail  be^for  the  erection  offorta^  maaaxinee^  aTee- 
naU^  dack  yards,  and  other  needful  buiUiingt.  The  essence  of 
that  provision  is,  that  the  State  shall  freely  cede  the  particular 
place  to  the  United  States^  for  one  of  the  specific  and  enumerated 
objects.  This  jurisdiction  cannot  l>e  acquired  tortuously,  or  by 
diseelsm  of  the  State;  much  less  ran  it  be  acquired  by  mere  oc- 
cupancy, with  the  implied  or  tacit  consent  of  the  State,  when 
such  oecupsney  is  for  the  purpose  of  protection. 

'*The  3(1  section  of  the  4th  article  of  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  Slates  is  clearly  adapted  to  ihe  territorial  rights  of  the 
United  States,  bevond  the  limits  or  boundaries  of  any  of  the 
Scales,  and  to  their  chattel  interests,  and  it  therefore  drops  the 
expression  of  exclusive  legislation.'' 

Now,  sir,  1  would  ask  if  any  thing  could  be 
stronger,  or  more  directly  in  point  than  this  which 
I  have  jost  read?  The  court  not  only  takes  the 
ground  that  there  is  but  one  way  in  which  the  Go- 
vernment can  acquire  or  bold  lands  within  the  limits 
of  a  State,  which  is  by  consent  of  the  State;  but 
also,  that  thiU  uequdMon  eniil  ht  fir  ana  of  the 
tpte^fied  and  enumerated  fwrpoeee  mentioned  in  the 
Sth  eeelhn  of  the  CaneiUnlwn  of  the  UwUed  ataUa. 
And  they  say  that  the  3d  section  of  the  4th  article 
has  clearly  a  reference  to  the  tefritorial  hfftte  of 
the  Gavenmentt  beyond  the  UmitM  of  the  St^Us^ 
See.  Sir,  can  lans^age  be  stronger  or  plainer  than 
this?  Am  I  not  sustained  in  the  broadest  position 
1  have  taken  in  my  resolutions.  I  feel  confidence, 
by  such  high  authority,  that 'animates  to  the  strug- 
gle, and  lifts  me  above  the  power  of  ridicule,  as 
well  as  the  mortification  of  defeat. 

I  come  now«  sir,  te  the  last  important  condition 
in  this  deed  of  cession.    It  is — 

"That  all  the  lands  within  the  territory  so  ceded  to  the  United 
States,  and  not  reserved  for,  or  appropriated  to,  any  of  the  be- 
fore mentioned  purposes,  or  disposed  of  in  bounties  lo  the  ofli* 
cers  and  soldiers  of  the  American  army,  shall  be  cuiisiderBd  a 
common  fund  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  such  of  the  United 
States  as  have  become  members  of  the  Confederation,  or  Fede- 
ral alliance  of  the  said  States,  Virginia  Inclusive,  according  lo 
their  usual  respective  proportioos  in  the  general  charce  and 
expenditure,  and  shall  be  faithfully  and  bonajlde  disposed  of  for 
that  purpose,  and  for  no  other  use  or  purpose  whatsoever:  Pro- 
vldecl,  that  the  trint  hereby  reposed  in  the  delegates  of  this 
State  shall  not  be  executed,  unless  three  of  them,  at  least,  ano 
present  in  Congress." 

To  understand  this  rightly,  we  must  go  back  to  the 
time  when  the  Articles  of  Confederation  were  the 
paramount  law  of  the  land,  and  look  at  the  state 
of  things  that  existed  at  this  particular  period  of  our 
history.  The  8th  article  of  the  Articles  of  Confede- 
ration says: 

"All  chaiTffes  of  war,  and  all  other  expenses  that  shall  be  in- 
curred for  the  common  defence  or  general  welfare,  and  allowed 
by  the  United  Stales  In  Congress  assembled,  shall  Im  defrayed 
out  of  a  common  Treasury,  which  shall  be  supplied  by  the  sevp- 
ral  States,  inmroportion  to  the  value  of  all  the  land  within  each 
%tate,  ffranted  to.  or  surveyed  for.  any  person,  as  such  land  and 
the  buildings  ana  improvements  thereon  shall  be  estimated,  ac- 
cording to  such  mode  as  the  United  States  In  Congress  aasem 
bled  duill,  from  time  to  time,  direct  and  appoint. 

**The  taxes  for  paying  that  proportion  shall  be  laid  and  le- 
viedhy  the  authority  snl  direction  of  the  I^effislaturesof  tAe 
several  States^  withtn  the  lime  agreed  upon  by  the  United  States 
in  Congress  assembled." 

This  explains  the  expression  in  the  deed,  **ac- 
cording  to  their  usual  respective  prot>ortions  in  the 
general  charge  and  expenditure."  Each  State  was 
to  pay  i\!i  proportionaUs  part  of  the  expenses  of 
the  Government,  according  to  the  proportion  men- 
tioned in  this  article,  and  the  State,  not  the  Qo- 
vemment,  as  is  now  the  case,  alone  had  the  right 
of  levying  and  eoilecling  the  tax^s  necessary  to 
pay  her  proportion.  Now  the  pai't  just  quoted 
from  the  deed  of  cession,  did  not  mean,  and  does 
not  say,  that  the  Federal  Government  should  have 
the  power  to  hold  lands  within  thelimitsof  a  State, 
for  the  ninth  article  of  the  Confederation,  which 
expressly  says  that  "the  territory  of  no  State  shall  be 
taken  for  the  6ea</il  ^the  UniUd  States,"  forbids  it. 
All  that  was  meant  by  it  was,  ihat  the  proceeds  of 
the  land  sold,  lying  *' beyond  the  limits  of  the 
States,"  should  go  into  the  general  treasury,  ac^ 
cording  '*to  their  usual  respective  proportions  in 
the  general  charge  and  expenditure."  Sappose, 
then,  a  new  State  had  been  admitted  into  the  Union 
during  the  existence  of  the  Articles  of  Confedera- 
tioDy  what  would  have  beea  the  extent  of  her  sove- 


finding  no  provision  for  empowering  the  Congress  to 
of  such  property,  but  espedaUy  the  vacant  and  Hwpole* 
'landsy  commonly  called  the  crown  lands,  for  defraying  the 


retgntyl  Exactly  that  which  was  the  exteDt  of  the 
sovereignty  of  one  of  the.  old  Sutes.  And  how 
could  this  have  been  asceruined?  By  a  refeieaoe 
alone  tti  the  second  and  ninth  articles  of  the  Con* 
federation.  The  second  article  says:  *'Each  Slits 
retains  its  sovereignty,  freedom,  and  independeact, 
and  every  power,  jurisdiction,  and  right,  which  is 
not,  by  this  Confederation,  xxprxsslt  DtLieATm 
to  the  United  State?  in  Congress  assembled."  And 
the  ninth  article  says:  ^'Pranded,  alee,  That  so 
State  AaU  be  dt^noed  of  territory  for  the  beiuJU  ^ 
the  UnUed  Stelef ." 

Can   any  language  be   used  mors  direct  and 
pointed  than  (hat  found  in  the  two  articles  qaoisd, 
to  show  that  a  State  coming  into  the  Union  onder        i 
the  Confederation,  would   be  equal  in  all  the  air        ' 
tribute  of  sovereignty  with  the  old  Stales,  aad  that        ! 
the  territory  of  bo  State  eoald  be  taken  for  the 
benefit  of  the  United  States?    In  other  words,  that 
the  Federal  Goverqment  had  no  power  tc  hold 
lands  within  the  limits  of  any  of  the  Stales?  The 
compact,  if  it  is  sn|ipo8ed  to  conflict  with  the  A^ 
tides  of  Confederation,  could  give  aonew  pover, 
nor  alter  in  any  manner  whatever  the  powcn 
which  had  been  vested  in  the  Federal  Govenneii 
by  the    Confederation.     The  sovereignty  of  do 
State,  therefore,  could  not  have  been  limited,  as 
the  Confederation  did  not  permit  it,  and  the  deed  of 
cession  or  compact  with  Virginia  did  not,  aad 
eould  not  grant  it;  and  the  new  State,  had  qm 
been  admitted,  would  have  come  inio  the  Conted* 
c^acy  with  ^^the  tame  righte  of  freedom^  eoeenigfdyf 
and  independence  at  the  other  Stales.**    If  fonher 
proof  is  wanting  on  this  head,  I  have  that  at  hand 
which,  it  seems  to  me,  is  conclusive  and  irrenMi- 
cle  beyond     the   power   of    human    oontradie*       i 
tion.      After    the   adoption    of    the   Confedcia* 
tion,  ceveral    of    the   States,    not  satisfied  with 
many    of   its   provisions,    made    objections    to        ' 
joining  the   Confederacy,  and  consequently  re- 
mained out  of  it  for  some  length  of  lime.    Amosg 
these  were  Rhode  Island  and  New  Jeney,  vbe        i 
seemed  to  object  particularly  to  that  clause  of  the 
9th  article  of  the  Confederation  which  says:  "Pro* 
vided  also,  that  no  SVU  shall  be  deprived  of  teni- 
tory  (or  the  benefit  of  the  United  States."    The  ob- 
jection of  Rhode  Island  is  as  follows: 

*in  the  9ih  siticle,  at  the  end  of  the  second  parsmph,  tto 
the  words  *rortho  benefit  of  ttie  United  States.*  ada  'proriiisd 
nevertheless,  that  all  lands  within  these  Sutes,  the  pfopeityo( 
which,  before  the  present  war,  was  vested  ia  tne  fao«no(GnsC 
Britain,  or  out  of  which  quit  rents  arise,  payable  to  the  su4 
crown,  shall  be  deemed^  taken  and  considered  as  the  prafjertji 
of  these  United  States,  and  be  disposed  of  and  appropriated 
by  Congress  for  the  benefit  of  the  whole  Oanfederacy^resen- 
ing,  hoteev^y  to  the  States  within  whose  limits  swat  ersKft 
lands  may  be,  the  entire  and  complete  furistiiction  thereof.* " 

Rejected;  ay  1,  nccs9.  The  objection  of  Nef 
Jersey  is  in  the  following  Iaoguag<f': 

"  The  9th  aruVte  provides  that  no  State  shall  he  deprived  ef 
territory  for  the  benefit  ofthe  United  States.  Whether  #s  sis 
to  understand  that  by  territory  is  Intended  any  Isnd,  the  (s** 
pefty  of  which  wss  heretofore  vested  in  the  Crown  of  w** 
Britain,  or  that  no  mention  of  such  land  is  made  in  theOoyifcdi* 
ration,  we  are  constrained  to  observe  that  the  pieseot  «tf|  » 
we  always  apprehended,  was  undertaken  for  f Ac  general dt- 
fence  aruiinterest  o(  the  Confederating  Culoniea,  now  iheHiO' 
led  States.  It  was  ever  the  confident  expectation  of  this  8Ws 
that  the  twnefits  derived  from  a  succesaful  contest  wei*  to  ht 


penses  oftlie  wsr,  and  for  such  other  public  and  general  p■^ 
posen.  The  jurisdiction  aught,  in  every  instance^  to  Mgsf 
to  the  respective  States  withtn  the  charter  or  determind  ItmU 
of  which  such  lands  may  he  seated;  bat  reason  and  joidcs 
must  decitle  that  the  properly  which  existed  in  the  crowa  of 
Gieat  Britain  i  leviotis  to  the  present  Revolution,  ought  new  » 
belong  (o  the  Consrenjfn  trust  for  the  use  and  benefit  ef  tht 
United  States.  They  have  fought  and  bled  for  it  io  propoitlDS 
to  their  respective  abtlities;  and  therefore  the  reward  oagfat  aot 
to  he  prodi  ecUonailpr  distributed." 

These  objections  were ,  made  and  rejected  ia 
1778.  Here,  sir,  we  ftnd{A€lr«i  of  all  the  speeches 
and  reports  which  have  been  made  from  that  day 
to  this  on  the  subject  of  the  public  land?^.  T^t 
objections  of  these  Slates  are  the  very  pith  aad 
marrow  of  all  that  has  been  said  and  urged  in  favor 
of  the  old  Slates  to  what  are  called  the  paUie 
lands.  Mark  the  langnage  that  is  used.  Tiifj 
are  willing  that  jurisdiction,  entire  and  complete, 
sha!I  belong  to  the  Srates  in  whose  Hmitb^  the  lands 
may  lie,  but  they  require  that  the  f  rc^rty  ia  ibe 
soil  shall  be  the  common  property  of  all  the  Suite. 
If  this  ninth  article  did  not  forbid  tluttaBjote 
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power  sboDld  hold  a  property  in  (be  soil  of  a  State, 
why  object  to  iil  If  it  be  said  that  it  was  meant  to 
apply  to  those  States  that  had  large  claims  to  Tacant 
territory,  what  is  theru  in  this  or  any  other  part  of 
the  Confederation  that  forbids  the  same  application 
to  a  new  State,  had  one  been  admitted  doriog  tlie 
existence  of  the  Confederation?  It  applied  equally 
to  all;  there  was  no  exception,  and  thei^e  States 
knew  the  fact;  and  therefore  it  is  that  wo  find  them 
urging  in  such  earnest  and  pathetic  strains  the 
claims  which  ihey  considered  they  had  to  this 
vacant  territory,  and  which  by  this  article  was  na- 
justly  withheld  from  them. 

[Mr.  RoBEaTSON  said,  as  he  did  not  desire  to  reply 
to  the  gentleman  from  Missoui  i,  he  hoped  hevhoald 
"be  allowed  to  correct  the  extraordinary  mifappre- 
liensioD  into  which  the  gentleman  had  fallen  in 
TPgard  to  the  effect  of  the  proviso  in  the  ninth  ar> 
4i^  of  the  Confederation  and  the  deeds  of  cession. 

Hf  r.  Harrison  assenting, 

Mr.  Robertson  proceeded.  I  porpoixely  avoided, 
sir,  all  commentary  npon  ihe  differences  sabsisting 
among  the  States  in  the  early  peiiod  of  onrRero- 
lationary  straggle,  on  the  saljeet  of  the  Western 
lands,  becaose  I  considered  those  differences  final- 
ly adJQSted  by  the  compacts  of  cession  and  the 
Federal  Constitntion,  It  was  iniJiioierr;<l  whether 
the  lands  belonged  to  this  Govemmeoi  r  to  the 
States  which  claimed,them,  since,  in  either  case,  the 
terms  of  the  compacts  and  the  provisions  of  the 
Constitntion  mast  be  carried  into  effect.  But  if 
the  gentleman  will  go  b^yund  these  instruments, 
lie  will  find  that  Virginia  claimed  all  the  lands 
within  the  limits  of  her  ancient  charters,  long  be- 
fore the  Confederacy  was  formed;  and  acinally  pro- 
•elakned  these  as  her  rightful  boundaries,  in  her 
.State  constitution,  adopted  prior  to  the  "Declaration 
of  American  Independence.  Early  in  1778,  her  Le- 
3gisla!Qre  authorized  the  raising  of  a  regiment  for 
:the  defence  of  her  western  frontier.  Col.  Clark 
was  appointed  to  command  it,  and  redaced  the 
forts  of  Kiskias  and  St.  Vincennes,  both  of  them, 
at  the  time,  in  the  possessio  >  of  the  British,  adding 
the  right  by  conquest  to  that  by  grant.  The  Arti- 
cles of  Confederation  were  signed  in  July,  1778. 
In  resulting  the  pretensioub  of  the  other  States,  Vir- 
ginia denied  that  the  United  States  held  any  terri- 
tory, but  in  right  of  some  one  State,  and  relied  i  n 
the  proviso  in  the  9th  article,  referred  to  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  Missouri,  as- reserving  her  fovereignty 
and  jarisdiction  within  her  limits.  Without  that 
provisoj  she  would  not  have  acceded  to  the  Con- 
federacy. And  it  is  strange  that  the  gentleman  from 
Misikouri  should  rely  on  that  or  any  other  article  of 
the  Confederation  to  defeat  the  righLs,  ,it  was 
intended  to  secure,  more  especially,  when, 
as  he  himself  tells  us,  that  article  was  objected  to 
by  socAe  of  the  States,  and  their  objections 
overruled  with  but  one  dishenlin?  voice.  There  is 
ncthiDg  in  the  Articles  of  Confederal  ion  to  sustain 
the  argument  that  all  the  land*  within  the  limits  of 
the  Slates  belong  to  the  Stale  in  nhich  they  be. 
The  expression  is,  that  no  State  shall  be  deprived  cf 
territory  for  the  heneJU  oj  the  United  States.  But 
that  is  a  rery  different  proposition.  The  territory 
within  the  new  States  was  ceded  to  the  United 
States  before  those  new  States  were  created.  It 
belonged  then  to  the  United  Slates,  and  their  dis- 
position of  it  consequently  does  not  deprive  any 
State  of  territory;  since  no  State  can  be  deprived  of 
what  doe5  not  belong  to  it.  The^e  deeds  of  cession 
were  equally  as  obligatory  as  the  Articles  of  Con- 
federation. We  must  comply  with  tb-i  conditions 
of  the  grant  or  restore  the  property.  But,  sir,  the 
Articles  of  Confederation  were  abrogated  by  the 
Federal  Constituiion,  which,  as  I  have  shown,  rati- 
fied the  compacts  of  cession.  The  ordinances 
made  under  those  compacts,  the  very  terms  on 
which  the  new  Slates  have  be*»n  admitted  into  the 
Union,  and  their  own  State  con.stitutions,  all  de- 
clare that  they  .^h^ll  never  int-rfeie  with  the  pri- 
mary disposition  of  thy  wiZ  by  the  United  Stales. 
Can  any  cbli.ution  then,  :ir,  be  more  binding? 

Nor  is  ihere  any  ihin^  in  the  obj  clions  of  New 
Jersey  and  Rhode  Wand,  referred  to  by  the  gentle- 
man from  Missouri,  lo  support  his  idea  that  the 
Federal  Uovernmenl  cannot  hold  lands  within  a 
State.  If  any  thing,  they  piove  exactly  the  reverse. 
Those  States  proposed  thai  a  cession  i^hould  be 


made  of  the .  toil  to  the  Confederacy,  the  States 
making  it  to  retain  the  jwriaAetioi^  This  ofl*er  was 
evidently  intended  as  a  concession  to  induce  a 
surrender.  It  was  not  accepted.  Bat  the  ofiier  it* 
self  pruceeds  upon  a  ground  at  war  with  the  prin- 
ciple asserted  by  the  gentleman  from  Missouri;  for 
it  necessarily  supposes  that  the  right  of  soil  might 
be  in  the  United  States,  as  to  lands  within  the 
limits  of  a  State,  while  the  State  retained  the  right 
of  jurisdiction.] 

Mr.  H.  rtsomed.  The  gentleman'^  exphtnation, 
I  think,  does  not  avail  him.  It  was  before  Con- 
gress thaC  the  objections  of  Rhode  Island  and  New 
Jersey  were  made,  who  alone  had  the  rig^t  to  de- 
termine npon  the  natter.  They  rejected  the  objec- 
tions, and  stronger  negative  testimony  cannot  be 
brought,  in  my  opinion,  to  show  the  clear  intention 
of  Congress  that  po  such  power  was  granted  by  the 
Confederation  as  that  claimed  by  the  gentleman. 
But,  sir,  I  cannot  now  digress  to  notice  the  gentle- 
man's explanation  farther  at  this  lime.  I  must  re- 
same  the  subject  where  I  left  off  when  the  gentle- 
man asked  me  to  give  way.  I  was  then  speaking, 
I  believe,  of  the  objections  of  New  Jersey.  There 
is. one  fact  connected  with  the  objections  of  this 
Slate — a  most  strange  and  extraordinary  circnm-^ 
stance — ^whieh  mnst  lead  the  mind  irresistibly  to 
the  conclosioDf  that  the  views  which  I  have  taken 
on  this  subject  are  correct;  and  in  inviting  the  at- 
tention of  the  House  and  of  the  country  to  the  fact 
to  which  I  have  just  alluded,  I  mast  say  that  the 
personal  regard  which  I  sntertain  for  the  delegation 
from  that  State,  and  the  respect  which  I  would  wish 
always  to  show  to  the  States  of  this  Confederacy, 
forbid  me  fronr  Using  that  language. which  the  oc- 
casion would  otherwise  call  for  and  justify.  Sir, 
what  i&  the  spectacle  now  exhibited  by  the  State  of 
New  Jersey  before  this  nation  and  before  the 
world?  Why,  sir,  that  she  is  guilty  of  a  suppressio 
vert  in  a  report  made  during.this  very  winter,  by 
her  Legislature  j  upon  the  subject  of  the  public  lands, 
in  which,  in  pretending  to  quote  the  objections 
made  by  her  in  1778,  she  leaves  out  three  of  the  moH 
important  lines  in  that  objection.  And  these  lines, 
Mr.  Speaker,  are  in  the  midUe  qf  the  objeetum^  be- 
fore and  rftir  which  she  goes  on  to  make  the  quota- 
tion. The  lines  left  out  commence  at  the  words 
**ihe  jurisdiction,"  d^c.  and  go  to  the  word  '*bnt,'* 
incittsioe,  which  immediately  precedes  the  words 
*'rea.Hon  and  justice,"  &c.  Sir,  is  this  fair  play?  Is 
it  honorable  for  a  sovereign  State  of  this  Confede- 
racy to  be  guilty  of  such  an  artifice? 

[Here  Mr.  Randolph,  of  New  Jersey,  asked 
leave  to  explain. 
Mr.  Harrison  yielding  tlie  floor- 
Mr.  Randolpr  said:  lest  he  might  not  have 
another  opportunity,  he  would  ask  leave  to  explain. 
He  said  he  had  not  observed  the  discrepai)cy  noticed 
by  the  gentleman  from  Missouri,  till  this  moment; 
ytft  the  explanation  was  obvious.  The  report  of 
1839,  purports  lo  give  a  mere  "  extract"  from  '*  a 
statement  of  reasons"  of  the  Legislature  of  1778, 
against  ratifying  the  Articles  of  Confederation;  it 
neither  gives  the  commencement  or  conclusion  of 
the  6th  objection,  but  beginning  in  the  middle  of  a 
sentence,  it  quotes  only  so  much  of  the  objection 
as  refers  to  the  reason  ■  thereof,  leaving  out  the 
three  lines  relating  to  what  A4Ml6em  a  vexed  qnes- 
lion,  viz:  where  the  jurisdiction  over  the  public 
lands  should  be.  That,  the  Legislature  thought,  had 
nothing  lo  do  with  the  object  of  the  quotation,  nor 
in  fact,  since  the  cession  of  the  States  and  the  adop- 
tion of  the  Constituiion,  with  the  subject  matter  of 
the  objection  itself.  Her  only  omission  then,  is , 
that  of  two  inverted  commas,  which  won^d  have 
divided  the  quotation  instead  of  leaving  it  entire.] 
I  am  aware,  sir,  that  the  question  made  by  the 
late  Legislature  of  that  Stale  does  aot  commence 
with  the  sixth  objection,  nor  end  with  it.  But,  from 
the  place  where  the  quotation  was  commenced, 
down  to  the  conclusion  of  it,  the  whole  of  the  objec 
tion  is  continuous,  in  Jan$ruage  and  meaning,  and 
tberefure  important.  And  I  am  sure  that  no  disin- 
terested mind  can  look  at  the  omission,  without  rea- 
dily seeing  that  it  was  purpouly  made.  She  had 
the  best  of  all  reasons  for  making  the  omission,  for 
the  lines  that  were  omitted  contained  the  essence 
of  the  doctriaes  I  am  now  contending  for,  which 
she  found  to  be  a  stumbling  block  to  the  great  ob^ 


ject  she  had  in  view.  Sfr,  the  conduct  of  the  Le- 
gislature of  New  Jersey,  on  this  occasion,  fortifies 
me  in  all  my  views,  and  gives  me  the  strongest  as- 
surance in  the  force  and  power  of  my  positions  by 
the  tacit  acknowledgment  she  had  thus  secretly 
made.- 

But,  Mr.  Speaker,  the  ordinance  of  1787  is  re- 
ferred to,  and  is  made  to  cut  a  conspicuous  figure 
in  this  debate.  This,  as  well  as  the  compact,  is 
relied  npon  as  a  source  from  whence  the  pdwer  is 
derived  of  stripping  the  new  States  of  those  rights 
of  freedom,  sovereignty,  and  independence,  which 
belong  to  the  other  States.  This,  too,  like  the  deed 
of  cession  from  Virginia,  was  made  duiing  the  ex- 
istence of  the  Confederation,  and  had  an  immedi- 
ate reference  to  it,  as  will  be  seen,  upon  examina- 
tion, to  some  of  the  striking  and  important  provi- 
sions of  that  instrument 

I  do  not  mean  to  assert  the  doctrine  that  the  or- 
dinance, upon  the  adoption  of  the  Constitution,  be- 
came null  a^d  void;  nor  will  I  admit,  as  some  con- 
tend, that  it  is  not  only  binding,  but  unaUerable  in 
its  provisions.  It  is  immaterial  to  me  in  this  dis- 
cussion in  what  light  it.  is  regarded.  In  either 
point  of  view,  my  purpose  will  be  equally  answer- 
ed. But,  I  must  confess,  it  is  a  strange  document 
lo  be  called  a  compact.  For  **it  is  ordained  and  de- 
clared that  the  following  articles  shall  be  consider- 
ed as  articles  ef  compact  between  the  original 
States,  and  the  people  and  States  in  the  said  Terri- 
tory, and*forever  remain  unalterable  unless  by  com- 
mon consent,"  &c.  It  is  not  declared  to  be  a  com- 
pact made  between  tteo  existing  parties,  able  and 
competent  to  contract,  but  simply  ordained  that 
<^he  following  articles.shall  be  considered  as  articles 
of  compact,"  &c.  It  is,  besides,  a  very  strange 
idea  that  a  compact  can  ^  made  by  one  party  only, 
for  the  people  "in  said  teiritory"  were  •  not  repre- 
sented— the/ had  no  agent  to  act  for  them — none 
that  could  attend  to,  and  take  care  of  their  inte- 
rests; and  as  for  the  States  'Mn  said  territory," 
there  was  not  one  in  exigence  at  the  time.  So 
that  the  Qeneral  Gk)verRmenr,  in  the  usual  exercise 
of  iis  A:irid  and  paternal  care,  made  a  compact  with  a 
party  that  had  no  existence,  and  moe«t  'amply  pro- 
vided, I  must  in  candor  confess,  for  it.i  own  parti-, 
cular  interests  in  the  outrages  which  it  commitied,in 
anticipalion,  npon  the  rights  of  the  States  that  were 
yet  to  come  into  the  Union,  and  for  whose  admis- 
sion such  liberal  and  gemrous  provisions  were  so 
amply  provided. 

But,  sir,  good  or  bad,  binding  or  not,  I  maintain 
that  this  ordinance,  so  far  as  it  conflicts  with  the 
deed  of  cession,  or  imposes  restrictions  not  to  be 
found  in  the  deed  of  cession,  is  void;  because,  the 
deed  being  a  compact  made  between  tieo  parties,  it 
cannot  be  altered,  in  any  respect,  without  the  con- 
sent of  the  other  party.  Independently  of  this,  the 
new  fi* tales  have  a  right  to  demand  the  fulfilment  of 
your  promises  according  to  the  letter  of  your  bond, 
and  you  cannot  escape  by  falling  tmck  npon  powers 
which  require  no  ingenuity  to  prove  are  arbitrary 
and  tyrannical.  The  simple  question  in  this  sUige 
of  our  investigation  is,  does  the  ordinance  impose 
conditions  not  found  in  the  deed  of  cessioni  Th-s 
no  one  can  donbt  or  deny,  as  the  fourth  article  not 
only  prohibits  the  new  States  from  interfering  with 
tde  primary  disposal  of  the  soil,  but  actually  takes 
from  them  the  privilege  of  imposing  a  tax  upon  iha 
lands  claimed  by  the  Govemment--a  right  that  has 
always  been  regarded  as  an  inherent  attribute  of 
sovereignty.  These  restrictions  are  directly  oppos« 
ed  to  ail  that  is  contained  in  the  deed  of  cession, 
and,  I  contend,  are  void,  because  not  anthori;Bed  by 
that  instrument,  nor  imposed  with  the  consent  of 
Virginia. 

That  the  consent  of  Virginia  is  necessary  to 
make  any  change  in  her  c(»mpact  with  the  Govern- 
ment, is  conclusively  proven  by  the  fact,  that  the 
Gevernment,  wishing  to  alter  the  terms  of  the 
deed,  applied  to  the  State  of  Virginia  for  that  pur- 
pose, and  her  consent  was  obtained.  Here,  sir,  is 
the  resolution  of  Congress  in  which  the  applica- 
tion I  speak  of  was  made: 

^Resolved,  That  it  be,  and  it  hereby  is,  reoommeaded  to  th* 
Legislature  of  Virginia  to  talce  into  condderation  their  act  of 
cenioD,  and  revise  the  tame  so  far  aa  lo  empower  the  United 
States  in  Congreaa  aasembled  to  make  such  a  dirialon  of  the 
lerritonf  of  the  Uaiied  SuMOf  lying  nonherly  and  weiA* 
erly  of^  the  river  Ohio,  into  distinct  Republic^aii  Stales,  not 
more  than  flfO)  nor  len  thsn  three,  as  the  tfttoatlon  of  that 
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country  anil  fulire  circumaBUncM  may  requiroi  whteh  Stales 
shall  hereafter  "become  members  of  the  Federal  Uuioii,  and 
have  the  aomb  rights  of  sovereignty^  freedom^  and  indepen- 
•denM,  AM  THE  oEioiNAi.s)TAn8,  iu  eanformitfi  vHththe  leso- 
iution  0/ Congress  of  the  lOth  of  October ^  1780/' 

Virginia  gave  her  consent  in  an  act  of  her  Legis- 
lature of  ihe  30th  December,  1788,  allowing  the 
alteration  only  which  is  to  be  found  in  the  fifth  ar- 
ticle of  the  ordinance.  Why  was  it  necessary  to 
apply  to  Virginia  to  hare  this  alteration  made,  if 
the  compact  was  not  equally  binding  upon  both 
parlies,  and  could  not  be  changed  or  altered  with- 
out the  consent  of  both?  If  it  was  necessary  to 
make  the  application  to  have  an  alteration  made 
in  one  particular,  is  it  not  equally  incumbent  to 
make  a  similar  application  to  have  any  othecs 
made?  If  the  ordinance  altered  the  deed  of  ces- 
sion, or  undertook  to  extend  and  enlarge  its  pow- 
ers, the  proposition  is  clear  to  my  mind,  that  not 
only  is  the  ordinance  void  so  far  as  the  alteration 
goes,  but  (he  ordinance  itself,  supposing  it  to  be  a 
cornpact,  upon  every  acknowledged  principle  of 
construction  within  the  range  of  civil  and  national 
jurisprudence,  is  also  void,  for  having  violated  the 
solemn  engagements  of  tho  deed  of  cession,  which 
were  unrepealed,  still  in  full  ferce  and  effect,  and 
'Which  were  prior  in  point  of  time,  and  paramount 
in  its  obligations,  to  this  ordinance. 

But  admitting  that  the  ordinance  is  binding,  if 
binding  in  part  it  is  binding  for  the  whole,  and  if 
binding  upon  us  so  also  is  it  upon  the  (General  Go- 
vernment; for,  according  to  the  doctrine  of  some 
gentlemen,  it  is  unaUerabU  without  common  con- 
sent, anil  this  consent  has  never  been  given.  Now, 
let  us  test  it  according  to  this  doctrine,  and  see 
bow  far  it  is  compatible  with  (he  change  produced 
in  the  Government  by  the  adoption  of  the  Constitu- 
tion, and  what  are,  in  fact,  the  present  rights  of  the 
new  Stales  under  this  undUerabU  and  unaUertd 
compact.  To  show  this  point  clearly,  and  the 
consequences  of  this  preposterous  doctrine,  I 
must  call  your  attention  to  a  portion  of  the  fourth 
article  of  this  instrument: 

^The  said  territoiy,  and  ihe  States  which  may  be  formed 
^  therein,  shall  forerer  remain  a  pari  of  this  Confederacy.  &c. 
Tho  mhahitantsand  settlers  in  the  said  terriiorf  shall  tie  subject 
to  \ya.y  a  part  of  the  Federal  debts  contracted  or  to  be  contracted, 
anil  a  pro(>oriiopal  part  of  the  ex^jenses  of  Oovernmeot,  to  be 
apportioned  on  them  by  Congress  according  to  the  same  com- 
vum  rule  and  measure  by  iohieh  apportionments  thereof 
<thaU.  be  made  on  the  other  States^  ana  the  taxes  for  paying 
their  proportion  shalC  be  laid  and  levied  by  the  authority  ana 
direction  of  the  Legislature  of  the  district  or  districts,  or  new 
St(Ues^  as  in  the  onginal  States^  within  the  time  agreed  upon 
by  the  United  States  m  Coogreas  aosembied." 

The  mode  here  mentioned  of  leyylng  and  col- 
lecting taxes  is  the  mode  adopted  by  the  Confedera- 
tion; and,  if  the  ordinance  be  wMtUrobU,  that  is 
the  only  mode  now  by  which  taxes  can  be  raised 
off  of  the  new  States.  The  alternative  is  inevita- 
ble. The  change  in  the  character  of  the  Goyem* 
ment  produced  by  the  adoption  of  the  Constitution, 
according  to  the  doctrine  that  the  ordinance  IstiiM^ 
terable^  did  not,  and  could  not,  affect  this  article, 
because  there  is  ho  clause  in  the  Constitution 
which  specifically  alluded  to  and  altered  the  provi- 
sions of  this  article;  and  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States,  if  it  did  not  affect  the  ordinance  as 
an  integral  thing,  did  not  therefore  affect  it  in  any 
of  its  parts.  If  it  be  true,  therefore,,  that  the  ordi- 
nance is  vnaUtrabUf  I  ask,  why  is  it  you  have  not 
complied  with  the  provisions  in  this  article,  which 
you  bound  yourselves  to  perform,  and  which  was 
required  of  you  by  all  that  is  sacred  in  the  obliga- 
tions that  flow  from  reciprocal  engagements?  It  is 
you  that  have  disregarded  plighted  faith  and  your 
own  solemn  stipulations. 

But  this  ordinance  is  inconsistent  with  itself.  It 
says,  in  one  part,  that  "whenever  any  of  the  said 
States  shall  have  60,000  free  inhabitants  therein, 
such  State  shall  be  admitted,  hy  its  Delegates,  into 
the  Congress  of  the  United  Stales,  on  pn  equal  fod- 
ing  with  the  original  States,  in  all  respects  what- 
£VER."  And  in  another  part,  it  not  only  con- 
uins  the  prohibition  that  the  new  States  shall  not 
interfere  with  the  primary  disposal  of  the  soil,  bnt 
asserts,  in  imperions  language,  that  "no  tax  shall 
be  in) posed  on  lands  the  property  of  the  United 
States.'*  Does  this  arbitrary  edict,  forbidding  the 
new  States  from  exercising  one  of  the  highest  and 
most  nnquestienable  attributes  of  sovereignty,  place 
ua  "o«  on  equal footkig  with  the  original  States,  in  att 
reepeets  wkateverP*    Is  the  power  to  tax,  of  the  ori- 


ginal States,  lifliited  or  restrained  in  any  particu- 
lar) Can  .it  be  doDe*}  Has  the  General  Oovem- 
ment  the  power  to  laj  even  thesttiallest  restrictions 
on  their  right  to  do  sol  If  Mch  a  power  does  ex- 
ist, with  what  propriety  can  it  be  said  that  we  are 
upon  "on  equtd footing,  in  all  rbspbcts  wratbvxr, 
wiik  tke  ortgituirf  StatesV*  The  practical  explana- 
tion which  you  have  given  of  this  stipulation,  ren- 
ders it  supremely  ridiculous  to  every  intelligent  and 
disinterested  mir  d.   . 

As  the  Articles  of  Confederation  expired  with  the 
birth  of  the  Constitution,  it  becomes  a  grave  ques- 
tion how  far  the  adoption  of  the  Constituuon  af- 
fected the  condition  of  things  which  existed  under 
the  Confederation.  That  the  change  most  mate- 
rially affected  the  relatire  powers  and  rights  of  the 
States  and  the  Federal  Government,  will  not  be 
disputed.  The  powers  of  the  FVeral  Government, 
like  those  under  the  Confederation,  being  granted 
only,  were  greatly  enlarged.  That  the  change 
which  the  formation  of  the  Constitution  produced 
in  the  character  of  the  Federal  Government,  altered 
also  the  nature  of  the  relations  which  subsisted  with 
the  Government  under  these  compacts,  is  to  my 
Blind  equally,  clear.  To  comprehend  this  rightly, 
we  must  take  a  survey  of  the  objects  contemplated 
by  the  change;  of  the  powers  that  were  granted; 
the  Dghts  that  were  affeeted,  and  the  consequences 
that  were  produced. 

The  GoBstitotion,  like  the  Articles  of  Confedera- 
tion, is  an  instrument  containing  powers  granted 
for  8peci6c  and  enumerated  purposes,  only  more 
full  and  extensive  than  those  in  the  Confederation. 
The  second  article  of  the  Confederation  says: 
"Each  State  retains  its  sovereignty,  freedom,  and 
independence,  and  every  power,  jurisdiction,  and 
right,  which  is  not  by  this  Confederation  expressly 
ddegaUi  to  the  United  States  in  Congress  assem- 
bled," showing  conclusively  that  no  power  could 
be  claimed  or  exercised  unless  "expressly  dele- 
gated.'* The  clause  in  the  Constitution  differs  in 
language  only.  It  says  "the  powers  not  delegated 
to  tkt  UnUed  StaUs  fry  the  Comfiiitfion,  nor  prohibit- 
ed by  it  to  the  States,  are  reserved  to  the  StaUs  re- 
9pee»ioehf,or  to  thepeople.^^  Both  instruments  con- 
tain none  but  delegated  powers,  allowing  the  exer- 
cise of  such  only  as  were  expressly  mentioned  and 
enumerated.  And  the  peculiar  and  striking  cha- 
racteristic of  both  is,  that  they  were  the  creatures 
ofanother  power,  and  had,  and  could  have  had, 
BO  existence  until  called  forth  by  the  fiat  of  the 
Slates  that  formed  the  Confederacy.  Now,  in  re- 
ference to  the  compacts  so  often  alluded  to,  had  it 
been  the  intention  of  the  framers  of  cither  to  retain 
and  exercise  the  power  of  owning  and  disposing  of 
the  lands  lying  within  the  limits  of  &  State,  it 
would  have  been  expressed  in  so  many  words,  in 
terms  that  could  not  have  been  misapplied,  and 
language  that  could  not  have  been  misunderstood. 
There  was  every  inducement  to  bo  explicit;  they 
were  framing  an  instrument  that  was  to  contain  a 
grant  of  powers  for  specific  and  enumerated  pur- 
poses; and  were,  at  the  same  time,  embodying  in 
the  same  instrument  the  powers  that  were  necessa- 
ry to  carry  out  and  accomplish  the  great  objects 
for  which  the  Confederacy  was  formed. 

If  it  was  intended  that  the  General  Government 
should  hold  a  property  in  the  soil  within  the  limits 
of  a  Sute,  how  easily  could  it  have  been  so  ex- 
pressed, especially  as  the  ninth  article  of  the  Con- 
federation had  prohibited  the  territory  of  any  State 
being  taken  for  the  benefit  of  the  United  States. 
ThB  was  ^  strong  reason  why,  if  they  meant  that 
such  a  power  should  belong  to  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment, it  shonki  have  been  expressed  plainly  and  un- 
equivocally in  the  Constitution,  as  one  of  the  powers 
belonging  to  the  Government. 

In  fixing  and  defining  the  graots  and  limitations 
of  power  between  the  two,  could  any  thing  have 
been  more  just  and  prudent  than  the  explicit  avowal 
on  the  part  of  the  framers  of  the  Constitution,  that 
this  was  a  necessary  power,  and  shoul^  belong  to 
the  Federal  Government?  Certainly  not.  And  the 
omission  io  make  this  one  of  the  specific  and  enu- 
merated grants  of  power,  is  conclusive  that  it  was 
not  asked  for,  and  never  was  intended  to  be  claimed. 

I  have  thus,  so  far  as  relates  to  the  grant  of  the 
power  in  question,  been  reasoning  from  analogy. 
I  will  now  recur  to  historical  facts  to  show  that  it 


fiever  was  the  intention  of  the  fathers  of  the  coun- 
try to  give  such  a  power  to  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment  as  the  one  now  claimed. 

In  the  Federal  Convention,  when  discussiiBg  the 
propriety  of  admitting  new  States  into  the  UnioB^ 
and  fixing  the  terms  upon  iVhlch  Wiey  should  be 
admitted,  propositions  to  give  the  power  now  claim- 
ed were  submitted  and  rejected.  Regarding  the 
debates  that  took  place,  and  the  various  proposi- 
tions that  were  submitted  in  the  convention,  as  a 
proper,  and  perhaps  the  best  exponent  we  can  get 
in  all  doubtful  questions  as  to  the  real  intention 
and  meaning  of  the  convention,  I  wiU  now  trouble 
the  House  with  a  few  extracts  from  the  Journals  of 
that  body,  to  show  that  I  am  correct  in  the  posi* 
tions  I  have  taken.  It  is  well  kno#n  as  a  historical 
^  fact,  that  Maryland  objected  to  coming  into  the 
Union,  for  several  reasons,  and  did  not  come  Into 
the  Union,  until  all  the  others  had  joined  it.  One 
of  the  propositions  made  by  this  State,  which  had 
been  raised  as  an  objection  on  her  part,  and  which 
was  submitted  to  the  convention  that  fromed  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  Stales,  is  this:  "The  Le- 
gislature of  the  UniM  Stales  shall  have  power  to 
erect  new  States  within  as  well  as  without  the  le^ 
ritory  claimed  by  the  several  States,  or  either  of 
them,  and  admit  the^ame  into  the  Union:  Prmd 
ed,  That  nothing  in  this  Constitution  ekaU  be  vm' 
stmidto  affed^eeU&n  of  the  United  Stefei  torn- 
cant  lands  ceded  to  ihem  by  the  late  treaty  qfpeue.'^ 
Here,  we  have  a  broad  proposition,  comprehending 
in  its  scope  all  that  is  new  claimed;  a  propoaitioa 
clear  in  its  object,  plain  in  its  terms,  and  direct  in 
its  meaning.  Had  it  been  adopted,  the.qaestioa  as 
to  the  property  of  the  United  States  in  the  lands 
lying  within  the  limits  of  the  new  States,  would 
have  been  definitively  settled.  If  it  had  been  the 
intention  to  give  the  power  which  is  now  claimed, 
why  was  it  rejected?  Is  more  positive  evidence 
wanting  of  the  intention  of  the  convention  than  this? 
For,  if  they  intended  to  confer  such  a  power  upon 
the  Federal  Government,  why  reject  the  identical 
proposition  which  undertook  to  give  it?  It  is  im- 
possible to  bring  stronger  testimony  to  show  that 
the  powers  over  the  new  States  mentioned  in  the 
ordinance,  were  not  intended  to  be  embraced  in  the 
Constitution.  And,  therefore,  I  say  the  change 
produced  by  the  adoption  of  the  Constitution  in  the 
character  of  the  Government,  annulled  and  act 
aside  this  ordinance.  But  let  us  trace  a  little 
farther  the  proceedings  of  the  convention  on  this 
subject,  and  it  will  be  seen  thAt  every  step  coirpho- 
rates  my  position.  On  the  same  day,  it  was  moved 
and  seconded  to  add  the  following  clause:  ^'Noc 
shall  any  State  be  formed  by  the  junction  of  two 
or  more  States,  or  parts  thereof,  without  the  oott- 
sent  of  the  Legislature  of  such  States,  as  well 
as  of  the  Legislature  of  the  United  States'^  upmk 
which  it  was  moved  to  add  the  following:  *'Bto- 
vided,  nevertheless,  that  nothing  m  this  Constka- 
tion  shall  be  construed  to  affect  the  elmn  qfthe  tUM 
States  to  vacant  lands  ceded  to  them  by  the  laUtfie^ 
of  peace. "^  This  was  withdrawn  and  the  foUovi]^ 
offered:  "Nothing  in  this  Constitution  shall  Ik 
construed  to  alter  the  claims  of  the  United  Stalt^ 
or  of  the  individual  States  to  the  Western  Teriilo* 
ry;  J[>ot  all*  such  claims  may  be  examined  into  and 
decided  upon  by  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  XTaited 
States.**  This,  upon  motion,  was  postponed,  mod 
the  followihg  presented  and  adopted,  and  wliich 
now  constitutes  the  thiid  section  of  the  fourth  nrticle 
of  the  Constitution:  "The  Legislature  shall  have 
power  to  dispose  of  and  make  all  needful  rskt 
and  regolaiions  respecting  the  territory  or  other {wox 
perty  belonging  to  the  United  States.  And  noth^ 
in  this  Constitution  contained,  shall  be  so  oonstmed 
as  to  prejudice  any  claims,  either  of  the  Uniled 
States,  or  of  any  particular  State."  Nov,  ^ 
I  would  ask  why  all  these  various  propoo* 
tions,  commencjng  whh  one  that  was  braid 
enough  to  inclode  beyond  any  doubt  (he  P9«cc 
now  contended  for,  if  it  bad  been  the  jntentioa  and 
object  of  the  convention  to  i^ive  snch  a  power  to 
the  General  Government?  Can  any  other  meaai^ 
be  given  to  the  third  section  as  it  now  stands,  Y^ 
any  rule  or  principle  of  fair  construction,  than  wkat 
has  been  given  it  by  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  Stela 
of  New  York,  that  it  meant  only  such  vacant  fnx^ 
toryofthe  United  States  as  was  "ftqfmd  V^tm^ 
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^hmti^m^  0/ Ite  M^eril  ftclaf'  None,  none, 
kii>  eui  be  ^^'en.  Tbe  conBurtielion  of  that  court 
Wikabi  beraeoessfally  mer,  and  ihe  whole  proceed- 
»^  of  the  coovencion  which  I  have  just  read  lead 
irresistibly  to  the  ooDclasion  that  the  power  elairoed 
was  not  given,  and  never  was  intended  to  be  given, 
10  the  General  Government.  The  proceedings  in 
the  eonventton  that  formed  the  Constltmion  bear  a 
sinking  reeembtance  to  die  proceedings  of  Congran 
on  tbe  ottfeetions  of  fthode  Island  and  New  Jersey 
to  the  9th  article  Of  the  Confederation.  Both  clearly 
lhi>#  that  the  intieiitiott  df  giving  sack  a  power  to 
^  GMleral  Government  as  the  one  now  set  op 
sever  was  entertained;  nay,  more,  so  far  from  en- 
tertaining it,  that  they  acinaliy  rejected,  in  both  in- 
stiaees,  the  vecy  propositions  which  were  brought 
forward  to  confer  the  power. 

Bat  to  show,  farther,  that  the  Ckmstitntion  paid 
BO  regard  10  (he  ordinance,  it  is  only  necessary  to 
show  that  the  ordinance  is  in  direct  o|)j|k)^tion  to 
the  Coastltnllon.  You  ^ill  rtedl^t,  Mr.  Speaker, 
that  I  rafiBnlBd,  in  the  course  of  my  lemarks,  to  the 
fourth  article  of  the  ordinance,  with  the  view  of 
showing  thepsTtienlar  mode  by  which  taxes,  going 
into  the  common  Treasury,  were  to  be  collected 
from  the  new  Sutes  that  might  be  formed 
out  of  this  territorj.  This  mode  is  identi- 
cal with  thai  aseationed  in  the  Gonfetea- 
tioa.  The  netr  Stales^  by  the  fottrth  article 
of  this  ^^mtuJttn^h*^  compact,  were  to  pay  taxes 
•dfioiding  to  the  proportion  mentioned  in  the  Con- 
finlcntion.  Now,  if  the  Constitution  did  not  alter 
this  compact,  which  was  **«fM(ler«bie,"  this  is 
stilt  the  modCf  and  the  <ni2y  mode  by  which  you  can 
eollect  taxes  from  the  new  States.  There  is  none 
other,beeau8e  the  Constitution  notaActlng  thiscom- 
pad,  which  wa^i  ordained  to  be  <<fmeiter«ftle,'*  this 
compact  is  still  binding  upon  the  country,  in  all  its 
parts  and  provistoos,  as  the  paramotlot  law  of  the 
land.  If  this  view  of  the  subject  be  correct,  then, 
even  supposing  the  compactv  otherwise  considered, 
m  be  binding  upon  us,  I  contend  that  it  is  void,  be- 
cnime  the  Gbvemment  has  failed  to  comply  with 
the  solemn  engagements  which  devolved  upon  it 
bf  the  provisions  of-  this  fourth  article.  But, 
sir,  can  we  really  suppose  that  the  framers 
of  the  Coostituiion  would  have  permitted 
sod^  a  discrepancy  to  exit t  on  the  subject  of  col- 
lecting its  taxes  as  that  found  in  this  article,  and 
that  which  now  exists  under  the  Constitution?  We 
have  still  further  evidence  in  that  clause  of  the 
Constitntioa  which  gives  to  the  Government  the 
power  of  holding  land  within  the  limits  of  a  State 
wkhitafitmetdf  for  certain  purposes,  stieh  as  arse- 
nals, dock  yards,  etc  that  it  was  not  the  intention 
cf  the  firamers  of  the  Constitution  that  further  pow- 
er than  is  there  expressed  and  conferred,  should  be 
exeveised  by  the  Government  over  the  territory  of 
«  State.  For  can  it  be  supposed,  will  any  one  al- 
kgCy  that  ibey  were  so  neglectfhl  of  their  duties,  so 
fngetfitl  of  the  interests  of  their  coun|ry,  and  so 
vnmjndfnl  of  the  powers  necessary  to  be  granted, 
if  th^  intended  to  claim  and  exercise  the  right  to 
the  aoil  lying  within  the  limits  of  a  State,  as  to  omit 
to  give,  in  express  terms,  the  specific  power  which 
is  now  set  up  by  implication?  Upon  the  supposi- 
tion that  the  lands  within  the  new  Stales  belong  to 
Ike  General  Government,  I  desire  to  know  whether, 
besBg  the  property  of  the  Government,  the  Gtovem- 
jnanthas  "exclusive  jurisdiction'*  over  them  or 
not?  And  if  not,  why?  The  land,  acoording  to 
the  doctrine  of  the  day,  is  as  much  the  properly  of 
the  Government  as  though  the  Government  bad  ac- 
quired it  imder  the  particular  section  in  the  Consti- 
ivikm  which  gives  to  the  Gtovernmeat  the  power  of 
hiMing  lands  within  the  limits  of  a  State,  with  the 
eoosem  of  said  State,  for  some  one  or  other 
of  the  specific  purpoees  tmumritud  in  the  particular 
aectioo  to  which  I  allude.  And  why  not,  therefore, 
exefwe  '^exclusive  jurisdiction?**  If  the  power  is 
not  given  to  exercise  <*exelnsive  jurisdiction,'*  why 
not  exercise  "jurisdiction**  under  the  3d  section  of 
the  4th  article?  If  you  have  a  right  to  the  lauds 
mooordtog  to  the  Constitution — and  I  deny  that  you 
can  get  it  any  other  way — why  not  exercise  "juris- 
diction?** As  a  test  upon  thi|  point,  I  would  per- 
'liewlorly  call  the  attention  of  8t0U$  rigku  men  to  th« 
-views  whidi  1  am  now  submitting.  The  General 
<3o vemmeitt  has  the  right— which,  so  far  as  I  know, 


bas  never  been  doubted — of  constructing  works  of 
internal  improvement  within  the  Disstriot  of  Colum- 
bia. Why?  Because  the  power  to  do  so<se»^ 
preoiy  given.  So^  also,  has  the  Government  the 
power  10  consimct  and  carry  on  such  works  in  the 
Territories.  Why?  Because  the  land  within  the 
Territories  is  the'absoluie  and  undoubted  property 
of  the  United  States;  ahd,  by  the  3d  section 
of  the  4th  arilcle,  the  Congress  of  the  tTniteU 
States  has  power  to  dispose  ofy  and  make  all 
needful  rules  and  regulations  respecting,  the 
territory  or  other  property  of  the  United  States. 
Now,  as  the  General  Government  can  exer- 
cise the  power  of  constructing  works  of  inter- 
nal improvement  within  the  District  of  Columbia, 
I  wish  to  know  of  those  gentlemen  wh6  believe 
that  the  General  Government  has  no  power  to  con- 
struct such  works  wtlAia  tfke  Kmttt  o/«  Slate,  whether 
the  Governmetit,  being  the  owher  of  the  lands,  has 
or  can  exercise  feuch  a  pbweir  within  those  new 
States  where  the  lands  belong  to  the  Government? 
If  it  can,  then  the  Constitution  is  one  thing  with  the 
M  Smtes,  which  cannot  be  extended  or  enlarged-, 
and  another  thing  with  the  tteio  States,  that  may  be 
stretched  like  a  piece  of  gum  elastic.  But,  if  no 
such  power  can  bie  exercised .  within  those  States 
where  the  lands  betodg  to  the  General  Government, 
I  call  upon  those  gentlemen  to  infonh  me  why  it 
eaanot  be  done.  Within  the  Territories  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  where  the  lands  are  the  property  of  the 
General  Government,  such  a  power  can  be  exer- 
cised. But  the  lands  lying  within  the  limits  of  the 
new  States  belong,  also,  to  the  Government,  and  I 
ask  why  is  it  that  this  same  powet  cannot  be  e4ual- 
ly  eierciite<i  in  tUKtr  case,  since  in  hUh  the'Gro- 
vernment  has  the  exclusive  plvperty  to  the  soil? 
The  right  U  the  uiX  is  no  more  I  incited  in  the  one 
case  than  in  the  other.  But  the  right  of  the  Go- 
vernment to  exercite  lorisdiction  and  its  legislative 
powers  is  not  equally  great  in  both  instances. 
Why?  Where  is  the  prohibitory  clause  in  the  Con- 
stitution that  forbids  it?  Do  not  gentlemen  see  the 
force  of  the  position,  and  the  application  of  the  ar- 
gument?   I  leave  the  point  for  them  to  settle. 

Before  leaving  this  branch  of  the  subject,  I  mnsi 
call  your  attention  to  another  strikiag  circumstance 
in  the  history  of  these  compacts.  It  is  a  remarka- 
ble fact,  that  Virginia  herself  has  given  in  practice 
an  interpretation  to  the  compact,  which  sustains 
the  position  I  have  assumed.-  By  the  terms  of  the 
compact,  a  certain  tract  of  country  lying  within 
the  limits  of  the  present  State  of  Kentncky,  be- 
tween Green  river  and  the  Tennessee  river,  were 
specifically  set  apart  for  the  Virginia  troops  upon 
continental  establishment,  and  in  case  the  quantity 
should  prove  insufficient,  the  deficiency  was  to  be 
made  up  "  in  good  lands,  to  be  laid  off  between 
the  rivers  Soiota  and  Little  Miami.**  The  lands 
lying  been  Green  river  and  the  Tennessee  river 
were  not  applied  agreeably  to  the  terms  of  the  com- 
pact. Virginia,  in  giving  her  a5«cnt  to  Kentucky, 
becoming  a  State  of  the  Union,  permitted  Ken- 
tucky to  use  and  appropriate  these  lands  as  her 
own.  Kentncky  has  sold  these  lands,  and  applied 
the  proceeds  to  her  own  benefit.  What  right  had 
Virginia,  directly,  or  indirectly,  to  permit  the  State 
of  Kentucky  to  claim  and  sell  these  lands  for  her 
own  benefit,  if  it  be  true  that  the  compact  is 
binding,  and   the  lands   ceded  under    the  com- 

Sact  are  the  common  property  of  the  United 
tales,  and  are  to  be  disposed  of  for  their  benefit 
alone?  It  may  be  replied  that  these  lands 
were  not  ceded.  Grant  it.  Bat  if  the  lands  ceded 
were  ced#d  for  the  common  benefit  of  all  the 
States,  Kentncky  having  claimed  as  her  own  the 
lands  lying  between  Green  river  and  the  Tennessee 
river,  how  could  "the  deficiency'*  be  made  up 
without  entrenching  upon  those  that  were  ceded 
for  the  common  benefit  of  all?  The  lands  which 
lay  between  the  Sciota  and  the  Little  Miami,  were 
not  to  be  touched  until  those  in  Kentucky  had  been 
exhausted.  And  as  those  in  Kentucky  were  not 
applied  in  the  way  contemplated  by  the  compact, 
it  is  impossible  that  the  lands  lying  between  the 
Sciota  and  the  Little  Miami  could  be  sufficient  to 
make  up  the  deficiency,  without  taking  mure  than 
was  originally  expected  under  the  c>impact,  and 
.  the  eeimnen/Mid  had,  of  course,  to  be  mken  to  sup- 
I    ply  the  deficiency.    Why  did  Vi]*ginia  permit  this? 


For  what  reason  did  she  permit  &enmcky  to  dsdm 
and  dispose  of,  for  her  own  benefit,  those  lands  that 
were  specifically  set  apart  to  pay  her  own  soldiers 
on  Continental  establishment?  She  could  have 
done  it  upon  no  other  groQud  than  that  the  lands, 
upon  the  admission  of  a  State,  included  within  the 
limits  of  that  State,  betaAfe  absolutely  the  property 
of  the  Stale}  or  that  the  cbmj)act  did  not  bear,  attd 
was  never  meant  to  bear!  ihe.rconstructioii  wHicH 
mofie  recent  times  have  given  it. 

But,  sir,  it  may  be  said  that  my  arguments  and 
reasoning  apply  only  to  the  States  made  in  the 
Northwestern  Territory,  and  not  to  those  embraced 
within  the  limits  of  the  territory  acquired  from 
France.  I  proceed  to  give  a  passing  notice  to  this 
point. 

By  the  third  article  of  the  treaty  between  Prance 
and  the  United  Sla.tte, .  it  is  provided  that  _**ih^h 
inhabitants  of  the  ceded  ttrHtory  shall  be  idcoj- 
porated  in  the  Union  of  the  United  States,  and  aa« 
mitted  as  soon  as  possible,  according  to  the  princi- 
ples of  the  Federal  Constitution,  to  the  enjoyment 
of  all  the  rights,  advantages  and  immimities  of 
citizens  of  the  United  States.**  Here,  sir,  you  find 
an  express  provision  for  the  inhabitants  of  the 
ceded  territory  tb  be  ihcorponitfd  in  the  V^^^^t 
according  to  the  principles  of  the  P^deral  Cbnstitil-> 
tion,  and  no  where  any  power  given  to  impose 
conditions  or  restrictions.*  The  charter  of  their 
rights  was  as  broad  as  the  principles  of  the  Federal 
Constitution,  and  there  were  no  compacts  or  ordi- 
nances to  cramp  their  energies  and  entangle  them 
in  the  maaes  of  political  ab^urdj"ty»  ^  , 

But,  sir,  let  me  Ask,  and  1  ask  the  question  efll^ 
phatically,  why  impose  conditions  and  restrictions 
upon  the  new  States?  Where  is  the  necessity?  For 
what  reason  are  they  to  come  into  the  Union  fet^ 
tered  and  handcuffed?  The  vifry  act  of  iitoposln^ 
these  conditions  and  teslnctions  iS  an  ilcknowledg^. 
ment  of  their  sovereignty,  and  that,  by  virtue  of 
their  sovereign  rights,  they  would  otherwise  be 
entitled  indisputably  to  the  right  to  the  soil  without 
them.  If,  then,  without  these  restrictions,  they 
would  be  free  and  sovereign,  the  question  naturally 
occurs,  to  what  extent  free  and  sovereign?  Beyond 
that  of  the  old  States?  Impossible.  It  is  forbidden 
by  the  Constitution.  Less  so  than  the  old  States? 
Neither  can  this  be.  The  Constitution  is  the  equal 
guarantee  in  both  cases.  What,  then,  would  be  the 
r^al  extent  of  their  freedom  and  sovereignty?  Whyj 
sir,  that  they  would  be  "as  free  and  soVEREtd* 
AS  THE  OLD  STATES.'*  What  src  wc  to  understand 
by  the  freedom  and  sovereignty  01  the  old  States? 
The  Declaration  of  Independence  will  tell  us  what 
was  meant  by  this  freedom  and  sovereignty  ante- 
rior to  the  formation  of  the  Confederacy.  The  Ar- 
ticles of  Confederation  will  inform  us  of  their  et- 
tent  under  the  Confederation;  and  a  reference  to 
the  Constitution  will  furnish  us  a  guide  for  the  pur- 
pose of  learning  what  they  now  are.  The  Decla- 
ration of  Independence  says: 

"We,  therefore,  the  reprceentaiivcs  of  the  Umted  Stalea  of 
America,  in  Congrtai  aewmbled,  appeaMng  to  the  Sunrtme 
Jndgeof  Um  world  for  the  recatuds  of  our  kitenUone,  do,  Id  the 
name  and  by  the  authority  of  the  good  people  of  inew  Colonlet  , 
■oleranly  publish  and  declare  that  theee  united  Colonies  arc,  and 
of  right  ouifht  to  b^  naa  and  »ft>mimBMT  States;  ihet  they 
are  ah«)lTed  from  aU  aUegiance  to  the  British  crown;  and  that  aU 
political  coQiecUon  between  them  and  the  State  of  Great  Bri- 
tain it,  and  ought  to  be,  totally  diseolved;  and  that,  as  frbh  and 
mKPommtn  BTAna.  they  have  full  power  to  levy  war,  con- 
clude peace,  coniraot  allianoea,  eelablish  commerce,  jjidto  do 

ALL  OTUBR   AOTB  AND    TBIlfOS   WHICH  IKDSFSNOSMT  StaTBS 
MAT  OF  BIOBT  DO.'* 

Here,  sir,  you  have  a  full  and  unequivocal  ex- 
planation of  what  was  meant  by  "free  and  indepen- 
dent States"  at  that  day.  And  itmujtnot  be  forgotten 
that  the  word  "State"  is  applied  to  Great  Britain, 
evidently  meaning  by  the  application  of  the  term, 
that  it  was  an  independent  power.  If,  then,  these 
Stales  had  all  the  altributcs  of  sovereignty,  which 
belong  to  olher  independent  powers,  how  far  was  • 
thai  sovereignty  limited  by  the  Confedeiationi 
Exactly  to  the  extent  mentioned  in  the  second  ar- 
ticle. Now,  sir,  I  pat  the  question  to  the  House 
and  the  country,  are  the  new  States,  with  the  con- 
ditions and  restrictions  that  are  imposed  upon  them, 
as  free,  sovereign,  and  independent  as  the  old 
Stales?  No,  sir,  they  are  not.  And  the  conclu- 
sion  is  inevitable  that  all  such  conditions  and  re- 
strictions are  therefore  void. 

Bat,  sir,  I  am  answered  by  some,  and  told  that 
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nee  are  bound  by  oar  compacts«-the  compacts  we 
made  wiih  the  General  Gk>veriiinent,  at  the  time  of 
,  oar  admissioo  into  the  Union.  I  replf,  by  asking 
if  any  compact,  ordinance,  or  treaty,  can  give*  a 
iiei9  power  to  the  Cpnptitation?  Can  it  enlarge,  di* 
minish,  or  in  any  respect  whatever  modify  the 
powers  of  the  ConsUtntion?  They  mast  conform 
to  the  Constitation,  and  not  the  Constitation  to  it. 
There  i<t  nc  use  for  a  Constitation,  if  such  means 
dan  change  its  character.  The  Constitation  never 
had,  and  never  can  have  butsach  as  are  grotifed 
powers.  The  power  roust  be  delegated,  or  it  can- 
not be  used.  But  the  States — ^the  new  States— gave 
up  certain  rights  and  powers.  Did  they,  indeed? 
Upon  whose  stern  demand  were  they  given  up? 
We  were  forced  to  do'  it,  or  not  allowed  to  come 
into  the  Union.  Bat  granting  thpy  did  give  up 
what  you  required  of  them,  can  the  Gk>neral  Qo- 
vernment  receive  them?  By  what  authority  can 
she  receive  rights  and  powers  which  diminish  the 
freedom  and  independence  of  the  new  States,  and 
enlirged  the  sphere  of  her  own?  If  a  State  can 
give  up  one  power  to  the  General  Government, 
she  can  give  up  another,  until  all  are  given  up; 
and  if  a  new  State  can  do  this,  there  is  nothing 
to  prevent  me  of  the  old  ones  from  doing  the  same. 
And,  sir,  if  such  a  thing  can  take  place,  then 
the  General  Government  can  destroy  the  Constita- 
tian,  and  break  down  all  its  barriers,  by  the  simple 
oontrivanco  of  compacts.  One  of  the  rights  which 
we  have  given  up,  is  the  right  of  taxing  your  lands, 
a  right  which  belongs  to,  and  is  inseparable  from, 
sovereignty.  It  is  the  right  which  gives  to  a  State 
the  power  of  carrying  on  its  operations.  It  is  the 
salient  principle  of  political  existence;  the  funda- 
mental element  of  the  life,  the  action,  and  the  vi- 
gor of  all  communities.  If  it  be  true  that  we  have 
given  up  Uie  rights  as  contended  for,  then  indeed 
have  we  not  only  ^tven  up  sovereign  right3  which 
belong  to  the  other  States  of  this  Confederacy,  but 
also  that  inherent  right  of  self  preservation  which 
belongs  to  every  people,  and  lies  at  the  bottom  of 
all  Governments.  Yon  have,  for  instance,  in  the 
States  of  Louisiana,  Ariansas,  and  Missouri,  im« 
mense  bodies  of  land  subject  to  inundation  and 
covered  with  impenetrable  swamps,  that  are  the 
fruitful  sources  of  disease  and  death.  They  have 
been  untouched  ever  since  ihc  country  was  acquir- 
ed from  France,  without  an  effort  on  your  part  to 
remove  the  evil.  According  to  your  doctrine,  we, 
although,  free  and  independent  Slates,  being  as 
free,  sovereign,  and  imlependent  as  the  old  States, 
cannot  do  it,  because  the  lands  are  yours,  imd  any 
attempt  on  our  part  to  do  so  wouli  be  a  /rejpoji  up- 
on your  domain,  which  might,  perhaps,  subject  us 
to  an  action  for  trespass  committed  upon  so  much 
of  your  lands  covered  \BUh  wuUr.  Have  we  no 
power  to  abate  such  a  nuisance  without  being  call- 
ed to  an  account  for  it?  Have  we  qot  the  right, 
common  to  all  Governments  on  earth,  of  taking; 
care  of  cur  people  and  preserving  their  health  and 
their  lives  from  the  contagious  effects  of  such 
loathsome  and  fatal  nuisances?  Will  any  man 
here  tell  me  that  a  community  of  people  may  exist 
as  a  Government  without  the  power  of  protecting 
itself  from  destruction?  I  turn  with  disgust  from 
the  thought.  It  is  an  inherent,  indefeasible,  and 
inalienable  right,  which  we  cannot  give  nway,  and 
which  cannot  be  taken  from  us  without  sweeping 
from  under  us  the  very  foundations  upon  which  are 
built  the  liberties  of  all  just  Governments. 

According  to  the  right  which  yoa  claim,  yoa  fet- 
ter us  in  such  a  way  as  deprive  us,  to  too,  of  all  the 
means  of  moving  on  with  the  march  of  the  age  in 
all  those  works  of  internal  improvement  which 
constitute  the  glory  cf  those  who  have  undertaken 
them — those  works  which  are  almost  annihilating 
distance  and  time — infusing  a  netv  lite  into  so- 
ciety, reroganizing  the  elements  out  of  which  it  is 
composed,  and  developing  powers  and  resources 
which  the  startled  senses  can  scarcely  yet  realize. 
We  cannot  construct  a  road,  or  dig  a  canal,  with- 
out your  permission.  The  lands  are  yowrs,  and  toe 
would  be  violating  pv&fte  faath  if  we  'dared  to  ex- 
ercise those  common  attributes  of  sovereignty  which 
belong  to  all  Governments,  of  carrying  on  a  sys- 
tem of  internal  improvement,  according  to  our 
own  will.  We  cannot  improve  the  condition  of 
our  people;  we  cannot  contribute  to  our  own  pros- 


parity;  we  cannot  increase  the  facilities  of  commu- 
nication for  either  travelling  or  carrying  our  sur- 
plus produce  to  market;  we  cannot  develope  our 
resources;  wo  can  do  nothing  that  an  independent 
State  ought  to  do.  Wherever  we  turn,  we  see  your 
iron  grasp.  Wherever  we  move,  we  feel  its  power. 
Should  we  desire  to  construct  a  road,  or  dig  a  ca- 
nal, we  must  do  as  you  did  when  you  were,  as  we 
are  now,  colonies  of  an  anrelenting  power,  [to 
propitiate  whose  favor,  and  to  get  what  yoar  very 
necessities  required,  you  were  compelled  to  kneel 
in  the attitade  of  asefvile  applicant,  beseeching  and 
supplicating  at  the  footsool  of  power,  for  those  as 
favors  which  nature  and  nature's  God  gave  you  as 
your  rights.  If  we  want  but  the  rigAf  o/tooy  to  con- 
struct a  work  of  internal  iraprovenfent,  in  theboan- 
tiful  overflowings  of  your  kindness  and  generosity, 
we  must  supplicate  you  year  after  year,  and  bear,with 
unresisting  humility,  the  taunts  which  are  always 
thrown  upon  us,  that  we  design  s^retly  to  "plnn< 
der"  you,  or  that  it  is  the  project  of  some  knavish 
speculation.  Sir,  to  my  knowledge,  application 
has  been  made  to  you,  lime  after  time,  for  the  right 
of  way  only  to  construct  a  railroad  from  the  Iron 
Mountain,  in  my  State,  one  of  the  greatest  natural 
curiosities  in  the  known  world,  to  t^e  Mississippi 
river,  and  to  this  hour  we  have  not  yet  succeeded 
in  this  most  modest  and  moderate  request. 

It  is  thus,  sir,  that  we  are  deprived  of  all  those 
facilities  which  lead  on  to  the  advancement  and 
prosperity  of  a  people,  and  stimulate  them  to  noble 
exertion. 

But,  in  another  point  of  view,  I  contend  that  the 
compacts  which  yon  have  made  with  the  new 
States  are  void,  for  a  non-compliance  on  year  part 
of  those  stipulations  which  yoa  have  obligated  your- 
selves to  perform. 

It  will  be  seen,  by  a  reference  to  all  the  compacts 
made  between  the  new  States  and  the  General  Go- 
vernment, that  the  Government  bound  itself  to  ap- 
ply a  certain  portion  of  the  money  arising  from  the 
sales  of  the  lands,  to  construct  roads  frc4n  the  wa- 
ters of  the  Atlantic  to  the  several  States  respective- 
ly. The  Spates,  on  their  part,  agreed  to  certa in  con- 
ditions  that  were  required,  and  whieh  are  men- 
tioned in  the  compact.  Have  you  kept  your  pro- 
mises with  the  States?  Have  you  observed  the 
obligations  which  you  solemnly  stipulated  to  per- 
form? Where  are  the  roads  you  were  to  make? 
Many  of  these  compacts  have  been  made  for  more 
than  twenty  years;  and,  with  the  exception  of  the 
Cumberland  road  through  Ohio,  Indiaua,  and  Illi- 
nois, you  have  not  made  a  move,  nor  have  you 
even  evinced  an  intention  of  making  a  move  to- 
wards falfiiling  the  solemn  obligations  of  your 
plighted  faith.  Tell  me  not  of  the  promises  that 
wtuld  be  broken,  the  faith  that  would  be  violated 
by  the  propositions  I  have  introduced.  Where  is 
your  own  faith?  Have  you  kept  ii?  What  ex- 
cnse  can  you  render  to  the  injured  States  who  have 
relied  so  long  and  so  implicitly  upon  your  plighted 
word?  Have  we  not, .  in  every  instance,  and  to 
the  very  letter,  kept  all  the  promises  we  made  you? 
Have  you  ever  complained  of  us  for  a  violation  of 
faith?  And  yet  we  are  constanjy  having  homilies 
preached  to  us  about  the  observance  of  public 
faithl  The  conditions  nnd  stipulations  which  were 
entered  into  at  the  time  of  the  admission  of  the 
States,  were  mntual  and  concurrent.  They  were 
made  for  t  he  reciprocal  benefit  of  both  parties. 
We  have  performed,  on  our  part,  all  that  you  re- 
quired, and  all  that  can  be  demanded.  Yon  have 
done  nothing;  and  in  the  face  of  this  gross  violation 
of  your  own  obligations,  you  give  us  a  lecture  about 
the  importance  of  preserving  pubhc  faith.  Now, 
sir,  by  every  principle  of  the  construction  of  com- 
pacts, where  there  are  mutual  obligations  to  be 
performed  by  both,  a  con-compliance  on  the  part 
of  one  for  an  unreasonable  length  of  time,  of  those 
engagements  which  ihe  party  was  bound  to  per- 
form, discharges  the  other  parly  from  the  perform- 
ance of  his  ob)i^aiion!f,  and  completely  and  ef- 
fectually annals  the  agreement. 

But  some  gentlemen  take  the  ground  that  there  is 
no  power  in  the  Constitution  that  authorizes  the 
General  Government  to  construct  works  of  internal 
improvement.  If  there  be  none,  then  these  com- 
pacts are  void,  because  the  Government  entered 
into  an  engagement  to  fulfil  an  impossible  obliga- 


tion—to execute  a  power  which  did  not  belong  to 
them,  the  consideration  for  which  formed  the  8tip» 
lations  which  the  States,  on  their  part,  aamnaied. 
When  gentlemen,  who  hold  this  doctrine,  talk  of 
our  violating  public  faith,  they  have  reason  to  be 
more  prudent  and  circumspect,  when  they  look  up- 
on this  act  of  the  'Government — an  act  that  tt«»-^ 
sounds  in  enormity  a  breach  of  promise,  o^a  viola-* 
tion  of  faith;  for,  having  no  power  to  cany  oot  and 
perform  its  obligations,  it  was  the  doable  act  of 
fraud  and  deception  to  come  under  such  reaponsi- 
bilities. 

I  know,  sir,  that  my  doctrines  are  unpalnt&Ue. 
Many  are  startled  and  seem  terrified  at  the  boU- 
ness  of  my  propositions.  But,  air,  the  doctrine  b 
not  new.  Would  to  God  I  could  claim  to  be  the 
author  of  it.  It  has  justice,  tnuh  and  reason  as  the 
eternal  foundation  upon  which  it  rests,  and  defies 
the  test  of  human  scrutiny,  and  the  searching  ana- 
lysis of  the  profonndest  ability*  The  sune  doc- 
trine has  found  advocates  in  other  qaarteis,  and  in 
other  times.  Ohio  took  the  ground  in  a  memorial 
to  Congress  in  which,  altbongh  she  was  asking  Iha 
permission  of  Congress  to  sell  her  sixteenth  aee- 
tion,  she  claimed  it  aa  an  inibereal  right  to  do,  of 
her  own  accord,  all  that  she  requested  of  Congreak 
And  where  is  Ohio  now?  Faithless  to  alt  her  te- 
mer  professiMis  and  doctrines,  she  has  taken  sides 
with  those  that  denominate  na  plunderers  and  lasi 
pirates.  Aidiin  population^  rich  in  resources,  viik 
but  a  few  acres  of  the  public  lands  reraaialag  va- 
sokl  within  her  limits,  she  turns  traitor  to  all  her 
former  principles,  and,  with  gracious  conaplaceacy, 
undertakes  to  preach  to  us  ledtures  upon  the  eMV- 
miiy  of  violating  public  faith ! !  This  is  the  in- 
kindest  cut  of  all.  And  I  cannot  think  of  it  wiih^ 
out  being  forcibly  reminded  of  the  memorabie  ex- 
pression of  Caesar  in  the  hands  of  his  assassia^ 
wh%n  his  eye  caught  the  form  of  his  fViend  Bratas 
among  them,  "el  Cu  Brule.'' 

Tennessee  also  took  the  same  ground  aHer  she 
became  a  State;  and  the  difficulty  which  grew  out 
of  it  between  her  and  North  Carolina,  as  the  lands 
lying  within  her  limits  were  to  go  mainly  for  iba 
benefit  of  North  Carolina,  was  not  settled  vntQ  in 
1806,  when,  by  an  act  of  Congress,  the  matter  was 
compromised  and  arranged. 

Indiana,  in  18Q9,  assumed  the  gronnd  as  broadly 
as  I  have  done,  without  qualification  or  reserva- 
tion. Whether  she  is  to  act  the  part  of  Ohio  I 
will  not  say,  but  I  must  acknowledge  I  have  mj 
suspicions. 

Louisiana  and  Illinois  seem,  from  certain  mesK^ 
rials  of  theirs,  to  be  strongly  inclined  to  the  doe- 
trine,  although  they  have  not  assumed  the  doeirine 
in  broad  terms.  But,  sir,  it  is  not  alone  the  new 
States,  or  those  from  the  new  States,  thathafe 
taken  this  ground.  Some  gentlemen  from  the  old 
States,  as  eminent  for  their  standing  as  thesrao* 
knowledged  abilities  and  taJenti!,  have  taken  and  idr 
vocated  the  same  doctrines;  and  I  am  prand  -af 
the  opportunity  of  bringing  to  my  aid  the  naawaaf 
such  men  as  Tazewell  and  John  Taylor  of  Gaio* 
line,  who  have  afforded  to  the  work!  a  praeilBil 
illustration  of  their  sincerity  in  the  State  R%Nt 
doctrine,  by  openly  avowing  and  advoeattn^At 
doctrines  I  speak  of. 

And  now,  sir,  I  feel  no  hesitation  in  saying,  if  I 
had  not  the  long  established  prejudices  of  the  He«n 
and  of  the  country  to  contend  against,  it  it  weivw* 
for  the  sacra  ouri/omes,  the  accursed  thirst  for  gieUi 
whose  rapacioQS  spirit  is  devouring  and  swailotrii^g 
np  all  ihai  is  pnre  and  holy  in  the  great  and  fnada* 
mental  principles  of  our  Government,  I  should  eaB» 
fidenily  expect  to  reach  their  convictions,  aad  m 
break  forever  the  power  of  that  inesbos  which  hm 
been  so  long  pressing  down  upon  onr  bosoms^  an* 
fling  our  breath,  repressing  our  energies,  paraijcim 
our  efiorts,  and  blasting  all  onr  hopes.  I  shoald  es* 
pcct  to  see  us  very  soon  occupying  that  positiOB  at 
equality  among  the  States  of  this  Confederacf; 
wh  ch  is  its  broad  foundation,  and  upon  which  W 
whole  structure  is  erected,  entire  in  its  forn^  mtk 
perfect  in  ail  its  parts.  Teil  me  why  it  is  that  >«■ 
see  every  State  represented  equally  in  the  Seaaieaf 
the  United  States,  but  upon  the  beantifnl  and  aah- 
lime  idea  that  equality  in  rights,  equality  in  [ 
equality  in  sovereignty,  is  the  all-pervadiaK  t 
life-giving  principle  of  this  Coofedertcyl 
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Sir,  lei  me  wf  to  yoQ,  if  yoa  would  consult 
yoir  own  tnietesis — if  yoa  woald  look  to  ibe  great 
ctQseofhaman  adTancemeoi,  and  lo  the  onward 
principles  of  genuine  liberty — if  yoa  wonld  stead- 
iistlr  fix  yoar  eye  upon  the  true  canses  of  a  nation's 
gicrjr—npon  those  elastic  springs  in  the  action  and 
coodoel  of  man^  which,  like  the  little  riTulets  that 
bam  frofld  the  mountain's  side,'  and  move  on  their 
placid  course  to  swell  the  volume  of  the  mighty 
rifcr,  contribute  to  enlarge  the  circle  of  the  power, 
the  wealth,  and  the  greatness  of  a  people,  yoa 
would  at  once  release  your  grasp,  and  draw  out 
£rom  oar  skka  the  iron  claws  which  have  been  so 
loog  fastened  in  our  vitals. 

Let  me  beg  you  to  look  at  and  examine  the  doc* 
nment  I  hold  in  my  hands.  Here  is  that  which 
leilsa  nation'^  power,  and  speaks  a  people's  wealth. 
Jt  eoatains  testimates  of  the  ezpons  and  imports 
of  I?ew  Orleans  and  Mobile,  which  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  was  kin*l  enough  to  famish  me 
Dpon  an  application  I  made  to  him  for  the  purpose 
of  asing  it  on  this  oc^'asion.  It  speaks  a  language 
more  ekiqnent  arid  more  forcible  than  any  I  can 
emptoy.  It  points  oot  to  you  in  letters  of  light  your 
true  policy.  Considering  how  we  have  been 
cramped  and  oppressed  by  your  course  towards  us, 
the  fads  which  it  conveys  canfcaroely  be  credited. 
I  will  give  the  aggregate  wiihoot  wearying  your 
patience  with  the  de uib.  Hie  figgregate  of  the 
gross  aaionnt  of  duties  Kcured  in  the  district  of- 
New  Orleans,  from  the  31st  of  December,  ld04,  to 
the  close  of  the  year  1837,  is  |35,093,965  81. 
At  Mobile,  (1,333,143  90.  The  aggregate 
amount  of  exports  from  New  Orleans,  from  the  1st 
of  October,  1820,  to  the  orst  of  September,  1837— 
a  period  of  about  seventeen  years — is  |390,160,- 
409;  and  the  amoact  of  imports  6>r  the  same 
length  of  time,  is  f  138,35 1,857.  In  the  dis- 
trict of  Mobile,  tbe  exports  are  stated  to  be 
153,508,999,  and  the  imports  (4,460,101.  Here, 
sir,  you  see  tbe  source  of  our  wealth,  which  may 
give  you  nome  faint  idea  of  our  power  and  re- 
sonrees.  Can  a  parallel  be  found  any  where  in 
the  whole  bounds  of  our  vast  country?  The  ex* 
poits  from  New  Orieans  are  more  than  double  the 
imports,  and  from  Mobile  cbout  twelve  times  the 
amoani  of  imports.  The  duties  which  accrue 
from  these  sources,  bring  ycu  more  clear  revenue 
than  the  millions  of  the  public  lands  you  have 
aold.  If,  uoder  the  peculiar  circumstances  of  em- 
banrafsment  aod  oppression  which  much  the  larger 
portion  of  the  great  valley  of  the  Mississippi  has 
iMbond  under,  we  can  exhibit  to  yoa  sach  proud 
results,  let  me  ask  yon  to  consider  what  we  would 
have  I^B)  what  you  would  have  been,  had  we  been 
placed  under  ditfereot  circumstances,  with  more 
Quitode  for  exertion,  more  freedom  for  enterprise? 
Bat  with  the  power  which  you  claim,  and  which 
fom  have  so  perseveringly  exercised,  of  unlimited 
authority  orer  the  public  laods  within  the  limits  of 
Ibe  Stat«>,  you  have  with  it  unlimited  authority 
over  our  wealth,  prosperity,  and  happiness.  We 
ire  cramped,  fettered  by  the  strong  arm  of  inexo- 
raiile power,  whose  shackles  we  cannot  break.  You 
bsve  tocVtd  up  our  resources  by  reservations,  and 
iesied  to  us  the  very  gifks  and  boanties  of  Heaven 
^  the  rigor  of  your  system.  You  have  even  de- 
ij#d  to  OS  the  salt  of  tbe  earth,  by  reserving  from 
mkt  the  saline  lands  and  salt  springs,  and  herme- 
ieslty  closed  in  the  bowels  of  the  earth  the  untold 
lAd  incalculable  wealth  which  lies  embossed  in  its 
Irpilis.  Nay  more,  instead  of  digpotmg  of  the  lands 
uaeording  to  the  express  terms  of  the  deeds  of 
«saion,  yon  have  withheld  them  from  sale,  ex- 
ic^iog  an  enhancement  in  their  value  by  our  in- 
inatry  andjabor;  and  thus  in  another  respect  vio- 
aMd  an  obligation,  and  disregarded  a  plighted 
Bith  which  bad  their  birth  with  the  deeds  of  cession. 
Laid  instead  of  JUsfoHng  o(  the  laods,  as  jou 
boald  have  done,  according  to  the  compact,  you 
eeoeaded  to  the  low  and  contemptible  business  of 
sttstng  yonr  lands,  thus  creating  a  system  of  land- 
»vd  and  tenant^a  state  of  ignominious  depen- 
ence  between  tbe  Gofcrnment  and  the  citizens  of 
»e  eoontry — wholly  incompatible  with  the  genius, 
k«  spirit  and  the  principles  of  the  Government, 
^re  it  np.  Abandon  it  forever.  Raise  ns  up 
-CMn  that  state  of  colonial  degradation — deliver  us 
ihat    condition  of  humiliating  vassalage, 


in  which  the  exercise  of  unfeeling  power 
has  so  loog  kept  ns.  Assume  for  once 
m  the  history  of  the  country  your  own  proud 
and  elevated  position,  in  exercising  only  such 
legitimate  grants  of  power  as  were  expressly  gi^en 
you,  and  thus  fulfil  the  high  destinies  which  the 
holy  enthusiasm  of  tbe  consecrated  fathers  of  the 
country  expected  of  you.  All  that  we  ask  is,  to  be 
eqaal  with  the  other  States  of  this  Confederacy  in 
freedom,  sovereignly,  and  independence.  Grant 
as  only  thfs,  and  you  will  see  this  whole  country, 
like  the  giant  that  gathered  strength,  inhis  wrestle 
with  Hercales,  every  time  he  touched  the  earth, 
spring  up,  with  an  elastic  boand,  to  new  vigor  and 
power,  and  tbe  proud  galaxy  that  adorns  your  stars 
and  your  stripes  shine  forth  with  a  rich  splendor, 
which  nothing  but  regenerated  liberty  can  give. 
Enable  us  to  make  our  roads  and  .canals,  to  carry 
on  our  works  of  internal  improvement,  to  manage 
our  own  internal  police,  as  our  genius  and  necessi- 
ties may  require,  and  yon  will  soon  witness  the 
wonderful  change  which  the  uncontrolled  and  plas- 
tic power  of  self-government  can  alone  accomplish, 
tbe  waste  lands  speedily  sold  and  settled,  the  de- 
sert made  to  smile  and  blossom  as  a  garden,  the 
country  improved  and  cultivated  to  its  utmost  li- 
mits, industry  stimulated,  labor  rewarded  with 
rich  returns,  the  people  prosperous  and  happy,  and 
he  country  rich  in  every  blessing.  What  a  guaranire 
to  the  perpetuity  and  stability  of  the  Government, 
living  in  the  hearts  of  its  own  people,  and  borrowing 
its  own  lustre  and  glory  from  their  proud,  prospe- 
rous and  independent  condition!  And  permit  me  to 
tell  you,  that  deep  and  firm  as  may  be  the  founda- 
tions of  oar  country,  still  deeper  will  they  be  made 
by  tbe  policy  which  is  before  you.  Let  me* beseech 
yon  to  cast  aside  your  prejudiees,  to  throw  offfroin 
your  eyes  the  scales  which  have  so  long  bilnde'd 
you,  and  come  up  to  this  mishiy  and  momentous 
question  with  nothing  but  the  holy  impulses  of  pa- 
triotism directing  your  heart;  and  you  will  see  in- 
scribed upon  our  bannersTRUTH  and  JUSTICE, 
as  all  for  which  we  would  appeal  to  you,  or  ask  at 
your  hands.  Oar  strength  will  be  yours.  The 
I  glory  that  may  surround  us  will  radiate  its  effhi- 
gence  to  every  portion  of  nur  common  country, 
and  tbe  same  destiny  that  awaits  us  and  our  chil- 
dren, will  be  indissolably  connected  with  your  own; 
and  should  any  great  event,  in  the  changes  of  life 
and  ^e  vicissitudes  qf  the  affairs  of  nations,  ever 
take  place  to  pull  ap  the  deep  foundations  of  our 
Government,  and  tear  down  our  noble  edifice,  let 
me  tell  you  that  in  the  general  wreck  of  the  liberties 
of  the  country,  the  last  spark  will  be  found  flicker- 
ing on  the  plains  of  ihe  West,  in  the  domicii^  of 
tbe  humble  tillers  of  the  earth. 


SPEECH  OF  MR.  BUCHANAN, 
Of  Pennsylvania, 

In  SenaU,  Thursday,  Fthrumry  14,  1839— On   the 

bill  to  prevent  the  interference  of  certain  Federal 

officers  with  elections. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  rose  and  said: 

Mr.  Prcsident:  The  question  rai'«d  for  discus- 
sion by  the  bill  now  before  the  Senate,  is  very  sim- 
ple in  its  character.  This  bill  proposes  to  ponish, 
by  a  fine  of  five  hundred  dollars — tbe  one  moiety 
payable  to  the  informer,  and  the  other  to  the  United 
States — and  by  a  perpetual  disability  to  hold  of- 
fice under  the  United  States,  any  officer  of  this  Go- 
vernment, below  the  rank  of  a  district  attorney, 
who  "shall,  by  word,  message,  or  writing,  or  in 
any  other  manner  whatsoever,  endeavor  to  per- 
suade any  elector  to  give,  or  dissuade  any  elector 
from  giving,  his  vote  for  the  choice  of  any  person 
to  be  elector  of  President  and  Vice  President  of  the 
United  States,"  or  to  be  a  Senator  or  Representa- 
tive in  Congress,  or  to  I  ea  Grovernor  or  Lieutenant 
Governor,  or  Senator  or  Representative,  within  any 
State  of  the  Union,  ""ir  for  the  choice  of  any  per- 
son to  serve  in  any  public  office  established  by  the 
law  of  any  of  the  Stales."  The  officers  of  the 
United  Slates  against  whom  the  penalties  of  this 
bill  are  denounced,  consist  of  marshals  and  their 
deputies,  postmasters  and  their  deputies,  receivers 
and  legisters  of  land  offices,  and  their  deputies  and 
clerks;  surveyors  general  of  the  public  lands,  and 


their  deputies  and  assistants;  collectors,  surveyors, 
naval  officers,  weighers,  gaugers,  appraisers,  or 
other  officers  or  persons  concerned  or  employed  in 
the  charging,  collectin?,  levying  or  managing  the 
customs,  or  any  branch  thereof;  and  engineers,  of- 
ficers, cr  agents,  employed  or  concerned  in  the  exe- 
cution or  sopcriniendence  of  any  of  the  public 
works. 

The  Senator  from  Kcntocky,  [Mr.  Crittendbn,] 
before  he  commenced  his  remarks,  moved  to  amend 
the  bill  by  striking  from  it  the  pecuniary  penalty 
and  perpetual  disability  against  these  officers,  and 
substituting,  in  their  siead,  the  penalty  of  a  removal 
from  office  by  the  President,  upon  the  production  of 
evidence  satisfactory  to  him  that  any  of  them  had 
been  guilty  of  the  offence. 

Now  for  myself,  (said  Mr.  B.)  I  shall  not  vote 
for  this  amendment.  I  will  nol  take  advantage  of  the- 
amiable  weakness  of  my  friend  from  Kentucky, 
in  yielding  to  the  solicitation  of  others  that  which 
his  own  judgment  approved,  i  will  more  especi- 
ally not  give  such  a  vote,  because  the  proposed 
amendment  makes  no  change  in  the  principle  of  the 
bill.  There  is  a  beautiful  harmony  and  consis- 
tency in  its  provisions  as  it  came  fresh  from  its  au- 
thor which  ought  to  be  preserved.  I  shall  not  assist 
in  marring  any  of  its  fair  proportions.  Let  it  re* 
main  in  its  perfect  original  form,  and  let  his/hends 
upon  this  floor  come  up  to  the  baptismal  font,  and 
act  as  its  sponsors;  and  let  its  avowed  principles 
be  recognized  as  the  established  doctrines  of  the 
political  church  to  which  they  are  all  devoted.  No, 
sir,  no;  if  a  village  postmaster  should  dare  to  ex- 
ercise ihe  freedom  of  speech,  guarantied  to  him 
by  an  antiquated  instrument,  called  the  Constitu- 
ti(  n  of  the  United  States,  and  have  the  audacity 
"  to  endeavor  to  persnade  any  elector"  to  vote  for 
Martin  Van  Buren,  or  what  would  be  a  much 
more  agrgravated  offence,  dissuade  any  good  Whig 
from  voting  for  the  other  distinguished  Senator  from 
Kentucky,  [Mr.  Clay,]  a  mere  forfeiture  of  his 
office  would  bear  no'  just  proportion  to  the  enormi- 
ty of  the  crime.  Let  such  a  daring  criminal  be 
fined  five  hundred  dollars;  let  him  be  disqaalifted 
forever  from  holding  any  oS\ce  under  the  Qovera-  < 
men*;  and  let  him  be  pointed  at  as  a  man  of  blasted 
reputation  all  the  days  of  his  life.  With  honest 
Dogberry,  in  the  play  of  "Much  ado  about 
Nothing,"  I'  pronounce  the  offence  to  be  **  flat 
bqrglary  as  ever  was  committed." 

There  is  another  reason  why  I  shall  vote  against 
the  amendment.  An  Issue  has  been  fairly  made 
between  the  Senator  from  Kentucky  and  my  fnend 
from  New- Jersey,  [Mr.  Wall,]  who,  from  what 
we  have  heard  in  the  course  of  this  debate,  has  but 
.  a  few  shattered  planks  left  on  which  he  can  escape 
from  a  total  shipwreck  of  his  fair  fame.  '  In  mercy 
to  him  I  won  Id  not  remove  any  of  them.  Let  him 
have  a  chance  for  his  life.  He  has  dared  to 
mnVe  a  report  against  the  bill  in  its  original  form, 
as  ir  was  referred  to  the  committee  of  which  he  is 
the  chairman;  and  for  this  cause  has  encountered 
'  all  the  withering  denunciations  of  tbe  Senators  from 
Kentucky  and  Virginia,  [Messrs.  CaiTTSWDKN  and 
Rivxs.]  In  justice  to  him,  the  aspect  of  Ibe  ques- 
tion should  not  now  be  changed.  Let  as,  then, 
have  the  bill,  the  whole  bill,  and  nothing  but  the 
bill,  against  which  .bis  report  was  directed. 

It  would  seem  almost  unnecessary  to  discuss  the 
qoesU'>n  whether  this  bill  be  constitutional  or  not; 
as  the  Senator  from  Kentucky,  throughout  the 
whole  course  of  bis  argument,  never  once  attempt- 
ed to  poini  to  any  clao^e  of  the  Constitution  on 
which  ii  could  be  supported.  It  is  true  that  he  did 
cite  some  precedents  in  our  legislation,  which  he 
supposes  to  have  a  bearing  on  the  subject;  but 
which,  I  shall  undertake  to  prove,  hereafter,  are 
wholly  inapplicable.  The  Senator  from  Virginia 
[Mr.  Rives]  has  gone  further  into  the  argument, 
and  has  attempted  to  prove  that  this  bill  is  con.sti- 
tuiional.  At  the  proper  time,*!  shall  endeavor  to 
furnish  the  proper  answer  to  his  remarks.  By-the- 
by,  this  Constitution  is  a  terrible  bugbear.  Whilst 
a  member  of  the  other  House,  I  once  heard  an  old 
gentleman  exclaim,  when  it  was  cited  against  one 
of  his  favorite  measures,  *'what  a  vast  deal  of 
good  it  prevents  us  from  doing !"  After  this  bill 
shall  have  passed,  it  will  be  a  bugbear  no  longer, 
so  far  as  the  freedom  of  speech  or  the  press  is  con- 
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cernrd.  It  will  not  then  alarm  efeii  poUtieal  chil- 
dren. 

The  g;eatleineQ  have  a  preeedent  for  their  bill. 
Yes,  sir,  they  have  a  precedent  in  ihe  sedition  law; 
but  it  does  ^ot  go  far  enough  lor  their  purpose. 
That  law,  which  is  the  only  true  precedent  on 
which  this  bill  can  be  foanded,  and  on  which  alone 
it  can  be  sustained,  permitted  every  man  to  write 
tiiid  to  publish  what  be  pleased  concerning  pnblic 
ioenand  t)ublic  measaresj.and  only  held  him  r^ 
rpcnsible  in  case  his  charges  should  i>ro veto  be 
false.  But  this  bill  is  a  gag  law.  tt  goes  to  the 
fountain  at  once,  and  prohibits  the  officer  not  onlv 
from  writing,  but  from  speaking  any  thing  good, 
bad,  or  indifferent,  whether  true  or  false,  on  any 
subject  whatever  which  may  affect  any  pending 
election  from  that  of  ^  President  down  to  a  consta- 
ble. It  has  a  much  broader  sweep  than  the  sedi- 
iioh  law,  ^hich  did  not  interfere  with  the  liberty 
9f  speepbj  hot^ever  much  it  may  have  abridged  the 
freedom  of  the  press.  Indeed,  a^ong  the  more 
enlightened  despotisms  of  Europe,  1  know  not  one 
which  prohibits  the  freedom  of  speech  on  all  pub* 
li&sabjects;  it  is  only  in  free  and  enlightened  Ame- 
rica that  we  propose  aclaally  to  insert  the  gag. 
The  sedition  law  was  bad  enough,  God  knows)  but 
it.  eltencjed  only  to  the  use  of  the  pen,  not  to  that 
df  tb^  todgae.  "there  is,  therefore^  no  parallel  be- 
tween the  two  cases. 

Had  it  not  been  for  the  ezisttmce  of  the  sedition 
law,  I  should  have  supposed  it  to  be  impossible  that 
there  could  have  been  two  opinions  in  regard  to  the 
utter  unconstitutionality  of  this  bill.  The  Consti- 
tution, in  langaage  so  plain  as  to  leave  no  room 
itt  miscoiistrubtlod,  declares  that  "Congress  shall 
make  no  law  abridging  the  freedom  of  speech  or  of 
Ki  r  press,"  The  rule  i^i  universal.  There  is  no 
cjcception.  This  bill  proposes  not  only  to  abridge, 
but  utterly  to  destroy  the  freedom  of  speech,  and 
of  the  press;  to  ihterdict  their  use  altogether  to  the 
enumerated  officers,  on  all  qnestirhs  totiching  the 
election  of  any  officer  ot  the  Federal  or  Slate  Gk>- 
veinment.  A  plain  man  would  naturally  suppose 
ihat,  barely  to  state  the  contradiction  between  the 
Constitution  and  this  bill  was  to  decide  the  question. 
Not  so.  An  ingenious  and  astute  lawyer,  in  favor 
of  a  liberal  construction  of  that  iostrnment,  can, 
by  inference  and  ingenuity,  confer  powers  upon 
Congress  in  direct  violation  both  of  it&  letter  and  its 
spirit,  and  of  which  its  framers  never  once  dream- 
ed. Such  was  the  power  to  pass  the  sedition  law. 
That  law  engrafted  one  limitation  upon  the 
freedom  of  the  press.  It,  in  effect,  changed 
the  HieaniBg  of  the  general  terms  **Congreas  shall 
make  no  law  abridging  the  freedom  of  speech  or 
of  the  press,"  and  excepted  from  their  operaiion 
any  law  which  might  be  passed  to  punish  libels 
against  the  President,  the  Government,  or  either 
.  Honse  of  Congress.  The  present  bill,  in  principle 
at  least,  proceeds  much  further.  It  excepts  from 
the  general  prohibition  of  the  Constitution  the 
power  of  pani<»hing  all  persons  holding  offices  un* 
der  the  Govoument  of  the  United  States  who  shall 
dare  either  to  spealr  or  to  write  at  all  on  questions 
which  may  affect  the  result  of  any  election.  This 
ioterpolation  must  be  inserted,  before  gentlemen 
can  show  any  power  to  pass  the  present  bill.  They 
cannot  advance  one  step  in  their  argument  withont 
it.  This  Constitution  can  never  be  construed  •ae- 
cerdiog  to  the  meaning  of  its  framers  bnt  by  men 
of  plain,  well-informed,  and  practical  judgment 
Common  sense  is  its.  best  expounder.  Ingenious 
men,  disposed  to  raise  one  implication  upon  ano- 
ther in  favor  of  Federal  power,  and  to  make  each 
previous  precedent  the  foundation  on  which  to  pro- 
ceed another  step  in  the  march  towards  consolida- 
tion, may  soon  make  ii  mean  any  thing  or  nothing. 
The  liberties  of  this  country  can  only  be  preserved 
by  a  strict  construction  of  the  enumerated  powers 
granted  by  the  Sialevio  Congress. 

Before  I  proceed  further  in  my  argument  against 
the  const itutioaality  of  this  bill,  it  will  be  proper 
that  I  shpuld  develope  some  of  its  latent  beauties. 
I  desire  to  delineate  a  little  more  precisely  its  cha- 
racter^to  present  60ne  of  its  striking  features, 
and  to  show  what  it  is  in  principle,  and  what  it  will 
prove  to  be  in  practice. 

There  are  twenty-nx  aoyeieign  States  in  this 
Confederacy,  united  by  a  Federal  compact,  called 


the  Cohstittition  oT  the  tjnitecl  States.  &ch  indi- 
tiddat  elector  in  this  con'ntr^  sustain 3  two  distinct 
characters..  He  is  a  tixxixti  of  soine  on6  of  the 
States,  and  he  is  aim  a  citizen  of  the  t^nited  Statte. 
He  is  bound  to  perform  the  duties  of  a  good  citizen, 
both  towards  his  own  Stale  and  towards  the  United 
States.  Now,  what  does  this  bill  propose?  In  the 
older  States  of  this  Confederacy,  all  the  Federal  of- 
ficers which  we  have  in  the  interior  are  postmas- 
ters. It  is  true  that  at  our  ports  of  entry  there  are 
cuitom-hottse  officers;  bat  in  Pennsylvania,  for 
example,  frodi  the  Schaylkill  to  the  Ohio  and  to 
Lake  Erie,  our  people  scairceiy  feel  their  connec- 
tion with  the  General  Qovernitient  except  through 
the  medium  of  the  Post  Office  Department.  These 
postmasters  are  very  numerous.  They  are  planted 
in  every  village  and  at  every  cross  road.  They 
are  agents  for  disseminating  information  through- 
out the  country.  I  might  probably  say  that  in  nine 
instances  out  of  ten  the  office  is  scarcely  worth 
holding,  on  account  of  its  pecuniary  emolnraents. 
In  most  cases,  the  postmaster  accepts  it  for  the  ac- 
commodation of  his  neighbors.  Now  this  postmas- 
ter is  generally  a  man  of  property  and  of  charac- 
ter, having  a  deep  stake  in  the  commnniiy  and  in 
the  faithfal  administration  and  execution  of  the 
laws.  Two  candidates  are  presented  to  the  people 
for  office;  say  that  of  a  justice  of  the  peace.  If  one 
of  these  village  postmasters  should,  in  theexercise  of 
his  unquestionable  righis  as  a  citizen  of  Pennsylva- 
nia, advise  his  neighbor  to  tote  for  one  of  these  candi- 
dates, and  against  the  other,  this  bill  dooms  him  to 
a  fine  of  five  hundred  doUarj,  and  to  a  perpetual 
disqualification  from  ever  holding  any  office  under 
theOoveinment  of  the  United  States.  No  matter 
whether  the  merits  which  he  may  have  ascribed 
to  one  (  f  the  candidates  be  true  as  holy  writ,  and 
the  delinquencies  which  he  may  have  charged 
against  the  other  may  besoaoeptible  of  the  clearest 
proof,  this  will  not  arrest  tht  vengeance  of  the  bill. 
He  is  doomed  to  remain  mate,  although  his  dearest 
interests  may  be  involved,  or  incur  its  penalties.  A 
gag  is  to  be  put  into  his  mouth,  and  he  is  to  be 
punished  if  he  dare  to  express  a  preference  for  one 
candidate  over  the  other.  And  let  me  tell  the  gen- 
tleman,  these  postmasters  hold  all  serts  of  political 
opinions.  In  my  own  State  a  considerable  pro- 
portion of  Iheir  number  are  Whigs  and  Antimasons, 
opposed  to  the  present  Administration.  I  might  cite 
other  examples  to  depict  the  enormity  of  this  bill,  out 
I  consider  it  wholly  unnecessary.  I  might  ascend 
from  the  justice  of  the  peace  or  the  constable, 
through  all  the  gradationt  of  elective  office,  Slate 
and  Federal,  to  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
and  show,  that  at  each  ascending  grade,  the  viola- 
tion of  the  rights  of  the  citizen  becomes  more  and 
more  oalrageons.  I  might  enumerate  the  weighers 
and  the  gaage<^s,  and  the  other  proscribed  classes  of 
inferior  office  holders,  and  paint  the  mad  and  wan- 
ton injustice  which  this  bill  would  Inflict  upon 
them.    But  enough. 

The  man  who  would  accept  office  upon  such 
terms,  must  forfeit  all  self  respect,  and  would  be* 
come  at  once  a  fit  tool  for  corruption  and  for  despo- 
tism. He  must  be  degraded  in  bis  own  eyes,  and 
degraded  in  the  eyes  of  his  fellow  citizens  below 
the  i>ink  of  a  freeman.  If  you  desire  to  depreciate 
the  Gtovemment  itself  under  which  we  live,  you 
cannot  do  it  more  effectually  than  by  placing  such 
a  stigma  on  its  officers. 

why,  sir,  yon  could  not,  by  any  possibility,  car- 
ry such  a  law  into  execution.  If  it  should  pass  to- 
morrow, it  would  fall  a  dead  letter  upon  your  s  a- 
tute  book.  I  would  not  advocate  a  forcible  resist- 
ance to  any  law,  and  do  not  believe  that  such  was 
the  intention  of  my  friend  from  New  Jersey,  [Mr. 
Will,]  when  he  spokn  06  resistance;  but  does  not 
the  Senator  from  Virginia  know  that  laws  may  be 
passed  of  a  character  so  odious,  that  nobody  could 
be  found  to  carry  them  into  execution?  Such  are 
all  laws  which  are  entirely  opposed  to  the  spirit  of 
the  age,  and  the  united  and  overwhelming  current 
of  pnblic  opinion.  I  firmty  believe  this  to  be  the 
character  of  the  present  bill. 

But  suppose  me  to  be  mistaken  in  this  opinion, 
and  that  the  law  could  be  carried  into  execution, 
what  would  be  the  consequences?  The  doomed 
officer,  the  postmaster,  the  weigher  or  the  ganger,  is 
placed  in  the  midst  of  a  thinking,  acting,'btisy  popa- 


lation«  Every  thing  aroond  him  is  proosediog  wiik 
(be  impetooeity  of  steam*  Pnblic  opimoa  isBURhoe 
onward  with  giant  strides.  The  oQeer  ia ttlkdlM 
i(nd  tirik.ed  U>i  dailv  and  hottrly«by  the  surrottdiH 
nialtittlde,  whilst  th«  law  compels  him  t&dnelii 
lips  in  silence.  Ondef  such  circiTmBtaQret,  it  vovld 
be  impossible  for  human  nature  long  tor  refnte< 
What  then?  If  he  utters  a  syllable  on  any  oftheet- 
citing  poktical  topics  of  the  day,  and  these  ve  til 
involved  in  the  perpetual  canvass  which  ii  proeeed- 
ihg  for  offices,  high  and  low,  be  is  at  oaos  %aui 
upon  by  some  harpy  of  an  infoimer.  This  bill  ol^ 
fers  a  most  tempting  bribe  to  snch  eavcsdroppei^ 
It  would  soon  call  into  existence  sQeharMe,io 
doig  and  surround  each  officer,  and  to  aldiM 
every  incatitious  iVord  which  might  be  wmm 
into  an  endeavor  to  persuade  or  to  dissaadeiadis* 
tor.  Each  individual  in  society  is  stimilaled  1^ 
this  bill  to  become  a  common  informer,  by  tbe 
templing  offbr  oi  a  bribe  of  two  kindred  aodidj 
dollars  in  each  particular  case.  Tbe  prascriM 
officer  thus  becomes  his  prqr»  and,  in  noit  omi^ 
will  be  glad  to  compromise  with  him  for  Ihs 
payment  of  a  great  part,  or  the  whole,  of  th»p»^ 
nalty  of  five  Ifondred  dollars,  in  order  loafodth^ 
stigma  of  perpetual  disability  to  boki  any  oAbiii- 
der  this  Government. 

There  is  another  remailc  which  I  desioe  to  mhi 
on  this  branch  of  the  subject.  Whenever  yoa  at> 
tempt  to  violate  the  plain  letter  and  spirit  of  ik 
Constitntion,  a  thousand  evils,  of  which  yon  htn 
never  dreamed,  present  themselves  in  the  jpenptt* 
tive.  This  law  can  alone  be  execated  by  the  eoim 
of  the  United  States.  W'here  are  th^  sitomA 
In  the  large  States,  snch  as  PMinsylvania  or  Yiih 
ginia,  they  are  h^ld  at  great  distances  from  cafll 
other.  A  postmaster  in  either  of  these  Stales,  lb 
income  of  whose  office  docs  not  exceed  tftydol' 
lars  per  annum,  may  be  dragged  from  home,  t  di^ 
tanoe  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  or  two  hnadnd 
miles,  to  stand  >is  trial  under  ihisbiHbefatt 
Federal  court  The  expense  would  be  eoonnoii, 
whilst  he  is  obliged  to  appear  before  a  trihOHl 
far  from  the  place  where  his  character,  udtbiteC 
bis  prosecutor,  arc  known  and  appreciated.  Uidtf 
such  circumstances,  he  would  almost  becertaiato 
become  the  victim  ef  the  common  infoimer,  uder 
this  most  unjust  and  nnconstitntional  lav.  Be 
would  cither  be  convicted,  or  oompelled  to  bty  fail 
peace  at  almost  any  price. 

In  conferring  the  powers  enumerated  ta  the  Cos- 
stitution  on  the  Federal  Government,  tb  i8lalne^ 
pressly  reserved  to  themselves  reepeettvei/,  sr  io 
their  people,  all  the  powers  not  delegated  by  it  10 
the  United  Stales,  or  prohibited  by  it  to  tbs  811W. 
Now  I  would  ask  the  Senator  from  Kentochyvhtt, 
or  where,  or  how  has  the  State  of  PePB?yl«i« 
surrendered  to  Congress  the  right  of  depriviig  ilf 
of  her  citizens,  who  may  accept  office  n"|jj*** 
General  Government,  of  the  freedom  ^  *p«<«  « 
of  the  press!  Where  is  it  declared  by  the  Cjs«r 
tution,  either  in  express  terms,  or  from  whiieii« 
can  it  be  fairly  inferred,  that  Congies?  may  »•«* 
forfeiture  of  the  dearest  of  all  political  ric^j^ 
indispensable  condition  of  office?  Each  oae  d9» 
people  of  Pennsylvania,  under  her  oanstitatioaml 
laws,  is  secured  in  the  inalienable  right  oC  sptMJjj 
bis  thoughts.  The  Slate,  as  well  as  each  JadiyBii 
citizen,  has  the  deepest  interest  in  the  pttsensj* 
of  ihis  right.  I  ask  the  gentleman  to  lay  Wi  Wg 
on  the  clause  of  the  Constitution  by  which  it  fc» 
been  surrendered.  Where  is  it  declared,  «  W 
what  can  it  be  inferred,  that  because  theaj» 
have  yielded  to  the  Federal  Government  therg' 
zens  to  execute  public  trusts  under  the  Ckneialw 
vernment,  that,  therefore,  they  haveyield£» 
rights  of  those  citizens  10  express  their  r— ^ 
freely  concerning  public  men  and  public  m 
The  proposition  appears  to  me  to  be  full  of  1 
dity.  In  regards  to  tbe  qualifications  of  ele 
the  States  have  granted  no  power  whaietMto« 
United  Stales.  This  subject  they  haveexp«i"f 
reserved  from  Federal  control.  The  LtfpsWl^ 
of  the  States,  and  they  alone,  under  the Cons^JJ 
possess  the  povrer  of  presoribioi^  »he  qoalitow** 
the  .electors  of  members  of  the  House  of  Ref««* 
ti  ves  in  Congress.  They  have  reserved  the«a«*J5 


er  to  themselves  in  regard  to  votns  for  y»  "Jjff 
^electors  of  President  and  Vice  Prcndeitf*   w* 
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iheo,  does  ihis  bill  at  tempi?  To  separate  two  things 
which  reasoQ  and  the  Almighty  himself  haye  nnited 
bejaod  all  power  of  separation.  You  might  as  well 
attempt,  by  arbitrary  Ijiws,  to  separate  human  life 
from  the  power  of  breathing  the  vital  air,  as  to  de- 
tach the  elective  franchise  from  freedom  of  thought, 
of  speech,  and  of  the  press.  In  this  atmosphere 
alone  can  it  live»  and  move,  and  have  its  being. 
To  speak  his  thoughts  is  every  free  elector's  ina- 
lienable right  Freedom  of  speech  and  of  the  press 
an  both  the  sword  and  the  shield  of  our  Republi- 
can institutions.  To  declare  that  when  the  citizens 
ot  a  State  accept  office  from  the  Gkneral  Qorera- 
BKai,  they  thereby  forfeit  this  right  to  express  an 
opinion  in  relation  to  the  public  concerns  of  their 
own  State  and  of  the  nation,  is  palpable  tyranny.  In 
the  language  leferred  to  in  the  report,  ''it  putb  bridles 
into  tl^ir  mouths  and  saddles  upon  iheir  backs," 
and  degrades  them  from  the  rank  of  a  reasoning 
animal.  The  English  precedent  of  the  Senator  was 
wiier,  much  wiser,  in  depriviiitg  these  officers  of  the 
li^  of  suffrage  altogether.  It  does  not  attempt  to 
iqiarale  by  the  power  of  man  two  things  which 
Hcayen  itself  has  indissolubly  united. 

If,  therefore,  the  Constitution  contained  no  ex- 
pieis  provision  whatever  prohibiting  Congress  from 
passing  any  law  abridging  the  freedom  of  speech 
Of  of  the  press,  I  think  I  have  shown  conclusively 
that  the  power  lo  pass  this  bill  could  not  be  in- 
ferred from  any  of  its  express  grants  of  power. 
But  the  Constitution  is  not  silent  on  the  subject. 
Before  its  adoption  by  the  States,  it  was  dreaded 
bj  the  jealous  patriots  of  the  day,  that  the  Federal 
Government  might  usurp  the  libeities  of  the  people 
by  attacking  the  liberty  of  speech  and  of  the  press. 
ney,  therefore,  insisted  upon  the  insertion  ^f  an 
expresa  provision,  as  an  amendment,  which,  in  all 
time  to  oome,  would  prevent  Congress  from  inter- 
ieriag  with  Uiese  inestimable  rights.    The  amend- 
aenl  to  which  I  have  often  referred  was  atlopted, 
and  these  riehts  were  expressly  excepted  from  the 
powers  of  mc  Federal  Government.    And  yet,  in 
the  very  face  of  this  express  negative  of  Federal 
puwer,  we  find  the  Senator  from  Kentucky  coming 
forward  with  his  bill  declaring  direct  war  against 
Any  ezefeiiiB  of  the  freedom  of  speech  and  of  the 
press  by  those  citizens  of  the  States  who  happen 
<)  be  office  holders  under  theCkneral  Government. 
Bui,  says  the  Senator  from  Virginia,  Congress 
|)OSKS8,    and  have  exercised,  the  unquestionable 
power  of  creating  Qffices  under  the  Constitution;  and 
ibey  Biay,  therefore,  annex  to  the  holding  of  these 
offices  siich  a  condition  as  that  prescribed  by  the 
ImIJ,  or  rather  the  amendment  of  the  Senator  from 
XftBtocky.    Now,  sir,  what  is  this  but  to  say  that 
Con^jSress  may  declare  that  any  citizen  of  Pennsyl- 
waaia,  who  accepts  a  Federal  office,  shall  take  it 
i^oa  coiMiition  that  it  shall  be  forfeited  the  mo- 
ment he  exercises  the  dearest  political  right  guaran- 
tied to  him  and  every  oiher  citizen,  by  the  Consti- 
tolion  of  the  United  States.    Can  Congress  impose 
maig  each  condition  upon  an  office?    If  they  can, 
Ih^  cam  repeal  the  most  solemn  provision  of  the 
CoBstitation,  and  render  it  a  dead  letter  in  regard  to 
Bvriy   person  in  the  employment  of  the  General 
Bovernment.    All  mankind  may  then  speak  and 
pntiiish  what  they  please,  except  those  individuals 
mho  have  been  selected,  I  hope,  generally,  for  their 
iiaicgrity  and  ability,  to  execute  the  important  pub- 
&&  trusts  cff  the  country. 

The  Senator  from  Kentucky  has  adduced  se ve- 
rm! precedents  to  prove  that  similar  powers  have 
>cen  already  exercised  by  Congress  in  other  cases. 
.jet  lis  examine  th<!m  for  a  moment.  Congress, 
mjs  be,  has  declared  that  an  Indian  agent  who 
iaall  himself  trade  with  the  Indians,  vhall  be  pun- 
slied  for  this  acu  But  why?  It  is  because  this 
^pent  is  vested  jwith  the  power  of  granting  to  oor 
aCixeoa  licenses  to  trade  with  the  Indians,  and  thus 
>  take  care  that  they  shall  not  be  imposed  upon 
sad  cheated.  To  allow  him,  therefore,  to  trade 
rath  them  himself,  would  be  to  make  him  a  judge 
a  his  own  cause,  and  to  withdraw  from  them  that 
rotactioa  which  the  law  intended.  Besides,  Con- 
have  received  from  the  States,  by  the  Consti- 
*,  the  power  to  regulate  commerce  with  the 
tribes.  The  whole  subject  is  thds  placed 
their  control.  What,  then,  is  this  precedent 
'orlhil    ia  not  the  iradiog  of  an  Indian  agent  with 


the  Indians  an  express  and  palpable v violation  of  a 
duty  necessarily  involved  in  his  office?  Can  any 
thing  be  clearer  than  ih<  power  and  the  duty  of 
Congress  to  punish  him  for  this  offencef^  But  what 
intenerenee  can  there  be  between  the  performance 
of  the  duties  required  by  law  from  a  postmaster,  or 
from  any  other  of  the  proscribed  officers,  and  his 
expression  of  an  oninion  to  his  neighbor,  either  for 
or  against  any  candidate  for  public  office?  If  the 
postmaster,  for  example,  performs  his  whole  official 
duty,  if  he  receives  and  delivers  the  letters  entrusted 
to  his  care,  and  regularly  settles  his  accounts  with 
the  Department,  what  human  power  can  arbitrarily 
place  a  gag  in  his  mouth,  and  declare  that  he  shall 
be  punished  for  exercising  the  freedom  of  speech 
and  of  the  press,  upon  the  pretext  that  the  exercise 
of  these  rights  of  a  freeman  are  inconsistent  with 
the  duties  of  his  office?  You  might  just  as  well 
punish  him  or  deprive  him  of  his  effice  for  speak- 
ing or  writing  on  natural  phikMophy,  or  mathema- 
tics, or  any  other  scientific  subject.  You  would 
have  the  same  power  to  violate  that  clause  in  the 
Constitution  conferring  upon  every  man  the  free 
exercise  of  religion,  and  punish  him  for  express- 
ing his  opinion  on  religious  subjects,  for  at- 
tending prayer  meetings  or  bible  societies,  or  for 
endeavoring  to  persuade  or  dissuade  any  member 
of  the  religious  society  to  which  he  belongs  in  rela- 
tion to  the  choice  of  its  pastor.  The  principle  is 
precisely  the  same  in  b^th  cases.  Your  whole 
power  hath  this  extent,  no  more.  You  can  punish 
the  officer  for  neglecting  or  for  violating  the  duties 
which  appropriately  belong  to  his  office.  You  can- 
not repeal  the  Constitution  by  declaring  it  to  be  an 
official  duty  that  he  shall  abandon  the  constitu- 
tional right  of  speaking  his  thoughts  upon  any  sub- 
ject whatsoever,  whether  religious,  scientific,  or  poli- 
tical. In  other  words,  you  have  no  right  to  de- 
clare that  he  shall  become  a  slave  when  he  becomes 
an  officer. 

A  simiUr  answer,  if  it  were  necessary,  might  be 
given  to  the  Senator's  other  precedents.  -Officers  of 
the  customs  are  prohibited  from  owning  any  vessel 
or  cargo  under  a  pecuniary  penalty.  And  why? 
Because  thty  themselves  are  to  direct  and  superin- 
tend the  entry  of  vessels  and  cargoes  belonging  to 
other  persons  and  the  collection  of  duties;  and  to 
allow  them  to  transact  this  business  for  themselves, 
'would  be  to  make  them  judges  in  their  own  cause. 
It  would  be  an  evident  violation  of  the  duty  natu- 
ralljuittached  to  their  office.  But  will  any  one  con- 
tend that  their  constitutional  freedom  of  speech,  in 
regard  to  candidates  for  office,  is  incompatible  with 
the  proper  emry  or  unloading  of  vessels  engaged 
either  in  foreign  commerce  or  the  coasting  trade?* 

So  the  register  of  a  land  office  is  prohibited  from 
entering  lands  in  his  own  name,  or,  in  other  words, 
from  selling  lands  to  himself. 

Such  are  the  precedents  which  the  Senator  has 
cited  to  justify  himself  in  depriving  the  officers 
embraced  by  his  bill  of  the  right  of  freedom  of 
speech  and  of  the  press. 

But  I  do  not  mean  even  to  rest  the  constitutional 
question  here.  From  the  very  nature  of  the  Con- 
stitution it5elf,  two  great  political  parties  must  ever 
exist  in  this  country.  You  may  call  them  by  what 
names  yon  will,  their  principles  must  ever  continue 
to  be  the  same.  The  one,  dreading  Federal  power, 
will  ever  be  friendly  to  a  strict  construction  of  the 
powers  delegated  to  the  Federal  Government  and 
to  State  rights.  The  other,  equally  dreading  Fede- 
ral weakness,  will  ever  advocafe  such  a  liberal 
construction  of  the  Constituiion  as  will  confer  up- 
on the  General  Government  as  much  power  as  p9>s- 
sible,  consistently  with  a  free  interpretation  of  the 
terms  of  the  instrument.  The  one  party  is  alarmed 
at  the  danger  of  consolidation;  the  other  at  that  of 
disunion.  In  the  days  of  the  elder  Adams  the  par- 
ty friendly  to  a  liberal  construction  of  the  Constitu- 
tion got  into  power.  And  what  did  they  do? 
Among  other  things,  in  the  very  face  of  that  clause 
of  the  Constitution  which  prohibited  Congress  from 
passidg  any  law  abridging  the  freedom  of  speech 
or  of  the  press,  they  passed  the  sedition  law. 
What  were  its  provisions?  It  punished  false,  scan- 
dalous, and  malicious  libels  against  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  Slates,  either  House  of  Con- 
gress, or  the  President,  by  a  fine  not  exceeding 


two  thousand  dollars  and  imprisonment  not  ex- 
ceeding  two  years. 

At  the  present  day,  it  would  be  useless  to  waste 
the  tinse  of  the  Senate  in  proving  thai  this  law  was 
a  violation  of  the  Constitution.  It  is  now  admit- 
ted that  Congress,  in  passing  it;  had  transcended 
their  powers.  If  any  principle  has  been  establish- 
ed beyond  a  doubt  by  the  almost  unanimous  opinion 
of  the  people  of  the  United  States,  it  is,  that  the 
sedition  law  was  unconstitutional.  Such  is  the 
strong  and  universal  feeling  against  it,  that  if  it 
could  now  be  revived,  the  authors  would  probably 
meet  a  similar  fate  with  those  deluded  and  despe- 
rate men  in  France  who  have  themselves  lately 
fallen  victims  upon  the  same  altar  on  which  they 
had  determined  to  sacrifice  the  liberty  of  the  press. 

The  poj^ular  odium  which  followed  this  law  was 
not  so  much  excited  by  its  particular  provisions, 
as  by  the  fact,  that  any  law  upon  the  subject  was  a 
violation  of  the  Constaution,  and  would  establish 
a  precedent  for  giving  such  a  construction  to  it  as 
would  swallow  up  the  rights  of  the  States,  and  of 
their  people  in  the  gulf  of  Federal  power. 

The  Constituiion  had  declared  that -*<  Coogiera 
shall  pass  no  law  abridging  the  freedom  of  speech 
or  of  the  press."  Its  framers  well  knew  that,  under 
the  laws  of  each  of  the  States  composing  this 
Union,  libels  were  punishable.  They,  therefore, 
left  the  character  of  all  officers  created  under  the 
Constitution  and  laws  of  the  United  States  to  be 
protected  by  the  laws  of  the  several  States.  -  They 
were  afraid  to  give  this  Government  any  authority 
over  the  subject  of  libels,  lest  its  colossal  power 
might  be  wielded  against  the  liberty  of  the  press. 
Congress  were,  therefore,  prohibited  from  passing 
any  law  upon  the  subject,  whether  good  or  bad. 
It  was  not  merely  becaose  the  law  was  unjnst  in 
itself,  though  it  was  bad  enough  Heaven  knows, 
that  the  indignant  Republicans  of  that  day  rose 
against  it;  but  it  was  because  it  violated  the  Con- 
stitution. It  expired  by  its  own  limitation  in 
March,  1801;  but  not  until  it  had  utterly  prostrated 
the  political  party  which,  gave  it  birth. 

Now,  sir,  I  shall  say  a  few  words  concerning 
the  Virginia  and  Kentucky  resolutions  of  1798; 
although  the  Senator  from  Virginia  may  consider 
it  sacrilege  in  me  to  discuss  this  subject.  I  have  at 
all  times,  ever  since  I  read  and  understood  these 
resolutions,  held  to  the  political  doctrines  which 
they  inculcate:  and  I  can  assure  the  Senator  I  have 
studied  them  with  care.  I  will  read  a  few  extracts 
from  the  Virginia  reaolutions. 

The  Gkneral  Assembly,  in  the  third  resolution, 
**doth  explicitly  and  peremptorily  declare,  that  it 
views  the  powers  of  the  Federal  Government,  as 
resulting  from  the  compact,  to  which  the  States  are 
parties,  as  limited  by  the  plain  sense  and  intention 
of  the  instrument  constituting  that  compact — and 
as  no  further  valid  than  they  aru  authorized  by  the 
grants  enumerated  in  that  compact;**  and  in  the 
fourth  resolution,  they  express  iheir  deep  regret, 
"that  a  spirit  has,  in  sundry  instances,  been  mani- 
fested by  the  Federal  Government,  to  enlarge  its 
powers  by  forced  constructions  of  the  constitutional 
charter  which  defines  them."  In  regard  to  the  se- 
dition law,  they  declare  that  its  passage  was  the 
exercise  of  "a  power  not  delegated  by  the  Consti- 
tution; but,  on  the  contrary,  expressly  and  positive- 
ly forbidden  by  one  of  the  amendments  thereto:  a 
power,  which,  more  than  any  other,  ought  to  pro- 
duce universal  alarm;  because  it  is  levelled  against 
that  right  of  freeiy  exa>iiining  public  characters 
and  measures,  and  of  free  comofiunication  among 
the  poople  thereon,  which  has  evor  been  justly 
deemed  the  only  effectual  guardian  of  every  other 
right.* 

Now,  sir,  what  is  the  essence,  what  is  the  root 
of  all  these  resolutions?  It  con«i*ts  of  one  plain, 
clear,  fundamental  principle,  from  which  all  others 
proceed  as  branches.  It  is  this,  that  patriotism — 
that  the  permanence  of  oar  institutions — that  nil 
the  principles  of  C4)rrcct  construction  require,  that 
the  Federal  Governmest  shall  te  limited  to  the  ex- 
press powers  granted  to  it  by  the  Stales,  and  that 
no  implied  powers  shall  ever  be  exercised,  except 
such  as  are  evidently  and  plainly  necessary  to  carry 
the  express  powers  into  effect.  This  is  the  founda- 
tion, ffie  corner  stone,  the  vital  principle  of  all  the 
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Virginia  and  Kentucky  resolatioos.  It  was  because 
the  sfdition  laur  violated  this  principle,  that  the 
Re'pubiicaa  statesmen  of  Virginia  and  Kentucky 
opposed  it  with  such  a  dotermined  spirit.  It  was, 
as  Mr.  Madison  says  in  his  report,  because  such  a 
loose  construction  of  the  Constitution  as  would 
bring  this  law  within  its  pale,  would  lay  the  foun- 
dation from  which  the  friends  of  a  strong  central 
QoFernment  might  proceed  to  rob  the  States  and 
the  people  o(  their  liberties,  and  establish  a  consoli- 
dated Government.  It  was  the  first  stride  towards 
a  limited  monarchy. 

The  Federalists  of  that  day  honestly  believed 
that  the  Governaient  should  be  strengthened  at  the 
centre,  and  that  the  pulsations  of  the  heart  were 
not  powerful  enough  to  extend  a  wholesome  circu- 
fation  to  the  extremities.  They,  therefore,  used 
every  effort  to  enlarge  the  powers  pf  tite  Federal 
Government  by  construction.  This  was  the  touch- 
stone which  then  divided  parties,  and  which  wfll 
continue  to  divide  them  until,  which  Gk)d  forbid, 
the  Government  itself  shall  cease  to  exist. 

Now,  sir,  if  I  have  correctly  slated  the  principle 
which  runs  through  all  the  Virginia  and  Kentucky 
resolutions;  I  would  ask  whether  the  bill  now 
before  the  Senate  is  not  a  more  palpable  violation 
of  this  principle  than  the  sedition  law.  I  shall  now 
proceed  to  establish  this  position. 

In  the  first  place,  then,  the  sedition  law  did  not 
interfere  with  the  freedom  of  speech.  The  citizen 
might  speak  what  he  thought  and  say  what  he 

S leased  without  subjecting  himselT  to  its  penalties. 
Tnder  the  despotisms  of  Europe  there  is  a  strict 
censorship  over  the  press.  Every  thing  written  for 
publication  must  undergo  the  supervision  and  cor- 
rection of  a  Government  censor  before  it  can  be 
published.  In  the  most  despotic  countries,  how- 
ever, some  indulgence  is  granted  to  the  liberty  of 
speech  on  political  questions.  The  bill  establishes 
more  than  a  universal  censorship  over  the  freedom 
of  speech.  It  compels  the  officer  to  be  silent  alto- 
gether on  political  questions.  He  dare  not  utter  a 
word  without  incurring  its  penalties.  In  this  coun- 
try, every  public  question  connects  itselt  with  our 
elections.  If  there  be  two  candidates  for  any  State 
Legislature,  and  the  election  should  turn  upon  in- 
ternal improvemen  s,  or  the  division  of  a  county, 
the  officer  is  as  much  exposed  to  the  universal 
sweep  of  this  bill,  in  case  he  utters  a  word  in  favor 
of  the  one  or  a?ainst  the  other,  as  though  it  were 
the  Presidential  election.  He  is  equally  doomed  to 
silence  in  the  one  ease  as  in  the  other.  Such  ty- 
ranny is  unknown  to  the  sedition  law. 

Whilst  I  was  abroad  some  years  ago^  I  heard  an 
anecdote  highly  creditable  to  the  King  of  Prussia, 
who,  although  a  despot,  is,  by  his  subjects,  called  a 
Democratic  King.  The  revolulioqary  war  of  Po- 
land against  Russia  was  then  raging,  and  the  Po- 
lish subjects  of  the  Prussian  King  were  highly  ex- 
cited in  favor  of  their  brethren  under  the  dominion 
of  Russia.  They  talked  very  freely  in  favor  of 
taking  part  in  the  contest;  of  casting  off  the  Prus- 
sian yoke,  and  uniting  witli  their  brethren  in  re- 
establishing the  independence  of  Poland.  The 
connsellors  of  the  King  advL^d  him  to  prohibit  and 
to  punish  this  freedom  of  speech.  He  answered 
that  he  would  do  no  such  thing;  ihathe  would  suffer 
them  to  express  their  opinions,  and  tha^  there  was 
less  danger  thai  they  would  rise  against  his  Govern- 
ment than  if  they  remained  silent.  This  was  the 
remark  of  a  liberal  and  a  wise  man,  who,  had  been-^ 
instructed  in  the  school  of  adversity. 

But,  in  this  favored  land  of  liberty,  in  the  nine 
teenth  century,  we  are  about  to  deny  to  our  citizens 
the  privilege  of  speaking  their  thoughts.  This  is 
the  first  attempt  which  I  have  ever  known  or  read 
of,  either  in  England  or  this  country,  to  puni>h  the 
expression  of  opinions  relative  to  candidates  for  of- 
fice as  a  crintte.  If  ever  this  was  done  in  England, 
even  in  the  reigns  of  the  Tudors  or  the  Stuarts,  it 
must  have  been  a  Star  Chamber  offence.  In  the 
more  enlightened  despotisms  of  Europe,  they  will 
learn,  with  astonishment,  that  a  bill  has  been  intro- 
duced into  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  propos- 
ing to  punish  a  postmaster  for  expressing  his  opi- 
nion in  favor  of  a  candidate  for  ofilce,  as  if  this 
were  an  enormous  crime,  with  a  fine  of  five  hun- 
dred dollars,  and  a  perpetual  disability  to  bold  any 
other  office  under  the  Government.  Even  under  the 


common  law  of  England,  oral  slander  is  not  puni.«^h- 
able  as  a  crime.  The  party  injured  by  it  is  left  tu 
his  private  remedy. 

In  the  ^xond  place,  the  sedition  law,  although  it 
did  abridge,  did  not,  like  this  bill,  totally  de- 
stroy the  freedom  of  the  press.  The  sedition  law 
deprived  no  man  of  the  right  or  the  power,  in  the 
first  instance,  to  write  and  publish  to  the  world  any 
strictures  upon  the  Government  which  he  might 
think  proper.  To  be  sure,  if  in  exercising  this 
privilege  he  violated  the  truth,  he  was  made  re- 
sponsible to  its  penalties.  This  bill  reaches  the 
very  fountains  of  thought.  Its  object  is  to  prevent 
its  victims  froUi  speak i  g  or  writing  at  all.  No 
matter  how  innocent,  or  praiseworthy,  or  true,  may 
be  the  conversation  or  the  publication,  still  if  it  can 
be  construed  into  an  endeavor  to  persuade  any  elec- 
tor to  give  bis  vote  for  a  particular  candidate,  he  is 
doomed  to  a  fine  of  five  hundred  dollars,  and  a 
perpetual  disability  to  hold  office. 

Again:  under  ihe  sedition  law,  the  accused  w^ 
permitted  to  protect  himself  against  its  penalties, 
by  giving  the  truth  of  his  charge  in  evidence.  Any 
individual  who  had  accused  the  President  of  the 
United  States  of  being  a  bad  and  dangenms  man, 
who  was  aiming  a  blow  at  the  liberties  of  bib  coun- 
try, and  desired  to  usurp  the  powers  of  the  Gk)- 
vernment  by  a  latitudinarian  construaion  of  the 
Ck)nsiitution,  was  protected  by  this  law  from  all  re- 
sponsibility, provided  he  could  prove  the  truth  of 
these  allegations  to  the  satisfaction  of  a  court  and 
jury  of  his  countrymen.  Not  so  the  present  bill. 
If  a  postmaster,  or  a  land  officer,  or  a  weigher,  or 
a  gauger,  should  endeavor  to  dissuade  any  elector 
from  voting  for  a  particular  candidate,  and  should 
say  that  this  candidate  has  been  guilty  of  a  crime, 
and  therefore  his  election  would  be  dangerous  to 
the  4}ountry,  and  is  brought  before  a  court  and  jury 
for  trial  under  this  bill,  he  must  be  .convicted,  al- 
though he  may  be  able  te  prove  the  truth  of  his 
charge  by  evidence  as  clear  as  a  sunbeam.  The 
old  English  maxim,  "the  greater  the  truth  the 
greater  the  libel,^'  is  again  revived,  with  some 
show  of  leason;  becau5e  the  language  of  truth 
wonld  be  more  powerful  in  persuading  or  dis- 
suading an  elector  than  that  of  falsehood.  Al- 
though every  member  of  the  court  and  the  jury 
might  personally  know  that  what  the  accused  had 
nitered  was  the  truth,  yet,  under  the  provisions  of 
this  bill,  ihey  would  be  bound  to  convict  and  sen- 
tence him  to  suffer  its  penalties. 

I  think  I  have  thus  established  my  posiucn  hat 
this  bill  is  worse,  and  more  glaringly  unconstitu 
tional,  than  tb^  sedition  law. 

I  now  approach  the  argument  of  th^  Senator  from 
Virginia  in  favor  of  the  constitutionality  of  this  bill. 
The  old  argument,  in  favor  of  the  sedition  law,  as 
siatp'd  by  Mr.  Madison  in  his  report,  was  that  the 
general  phrases  in  the  preamble  and  one  clause  of 
the  Constitution,  were  sufficiently  powerful  to  extend 
thci  limited  grants  of  power  contained  in  the  body  of 
the  instrument,  and  to  confer  upon  Congress  the 
authority  to  enact  any  law  they  might  think  pro- 
per for  the  common  defence  and  the  general  'wel- 
fare. This  doctrine  has  lon^  since  been  exploded, 
and  was  not  adverted  to  by  the  S?nator  from  Vir- 
ginia. We  are  informed  by  the  same  authority, 
that  another  argument  used,  was,  that  all  the  State 
Legislature^ had  passed  laws  for  the  punishment  of 
libels;  and  that,  therpfore,  the  same  power  belong- 
ed to  the  Government  of  the  United  States.  A 
similar  argument  could  not  be  urged  by  the  Sena- 
tor in  support  of  this  bill;  because  no  State  Legis- 
lature ever  have,  and  I  will  venture  to  say  no  State 
Legislature  ever  will  pass  such  a  bill  as  that  now 
before  the  Senate.  To  what  argument  then  did 
the  Senator  resort?  I  shall  endeavor  to  state  it 
fairly.  He  a^'ks  if  a  judge  were  to  use  the  freedom 
of  speech'or  of  the  press,  in  canvassing  the  merits  of 
a  cause  before  the  people,  which  it  would  become  his 
duty  afterwards  to  decide,  would  it  be  an  abridge- 
ment of  this  freedem  to  punish  him  for  such  con- 
duct? I  answer,  certainly  not.  But  does  not  the 
gentleman  perceive  that  the  offence  in  this  case, is 
substantive  and  independent,  and  amounts  to  a  total 
violation  of  his  official  duty,  for  which  he  ought  to 
be  impeached?  The  langaage,  oral  or  printed, 
which  he  has  used,  is  the  mere  agent  which  be  haa 
employed  in  the  commission  of  the  offence.    This 


argument  is  a  begging  of  the  question;  for  it  as- 
sumestbat,  under  thie  Constitution,  Copgrmpcc 
sees  the  power  to  punish  one  citizen  for  persntdiBg 
another,  by  fair  argament,  to  give  his  vote  (br 
or  against  any  candidate  for  office.  This  is  the  rerx 
principle  to  be  established.  Again  he  gste,  top. 
pose  one  of  the  officers  embraced  by  the  bill,  voe 
to  use  the  (Veedom  of  speech  or  of  the  pre«,'ui 
saying  to  an  elector,  if  you  will  give  yoor  vote  for 
such  a  candidate,  I  will  procure  yoo  in  of. 
fiee,  would  not  such  an  officer  bt  panishablel  I  u. 
swer,  certainly  he  would,  under  the  SUtte  lairs;te- 
cause  this  would  be  an  attempt  to  procare  a  vote 
by  corrupt  and  improper  means.  It  is  a  distioet 
'offence,  the  punishment  of  which  in  no  naoBeril* 
terferes  with  the  liberty  of  speech  or  the  prea  vhA 
exercised  to  acoomplish  eonstitutional  par^oseL  A 
similar  answer  might  be  given  to  his  lolcfniaiof; 
in  regard  to  giving  a  challenge,  by  word  or  1^ 
writing,  to  fight  a  dnel.  The  last  quettioii,  vKch 
capped  the  climax  of  his  argument,  was,  if  a  nn 
be  guilty  of  a  false  and  malicious  libel  agaoist  n 
innocent  person,  may  you  not  punish  him,  tihk 
the  Constitution,  without  invading  the  freedom  of 
speech  or  of  the  press— because  it  is  not  the  wHik 
he  may  ase  which  you  pnnisb,  but  thefalsebead 
of  the  chaige,  the  evil  intention,  and  the  iajtuy  fji> 
dieted?  I  ask  the  Senator  if  this  argamest  is  not  a 
justification. of  the  sedition  law  to  the  faUett ex< 
tent?  I  have  taken  down  tlie  Senator's  words,  asd 
cannot  be  mistaken  in  their  meaning.  What  did  tin 
sedition  law  declare?  That  theantbortof  **fal8e,8caa- 
dalotts  and  malicious"  libels,  with  the  evil  isieniiott 
enumerated  in  the  act,  shoald  incur  its  peoaltieB.  b 
was  not  the  mere  words  published  that  were  pt> 
nished,  but  it  was  their  falsehood,  their  malice,  nri 
their  evil  intention.  The  constitaiioDalityorihe 
sedition  law  is,  therefore,  embraced  not  oaly  wtihtB 
the  spirit,  but  within  the  very  words,  of  the  Sni- 
tor's  argument  Has  he  not,  however  uneonseioBilf, 
defended  the  sedition  law?  This  argfUAteat,  loaj 
knowledge,  nevrr  oceurred  to  tbose  who  pisKd 
that  law;  but  it  is  one  which,  if  well  fobded, 
would  give  us  the  power  to-morrow  to  pass  aaote 
sedition  law. 

Do  not  Senators  perceive  that  the  passagtof  dui 
bill  would  utterly  disfranchise  a  large  sad  respeett^ 
ble  class  of  our  people?  Under  it,  whit  woaM  k 
the  oondiiion.of  all  ihe  editors  of  yosr  pMfflal 
journals,  whose  •business  and  whose  doty  it  ii  to 
enlighten  public  opinion  in  regard  to  the  aerfli  tt 
demerits  of  candidates  for  office?  Pss  (his  lif, 
a;id  you  declare  that  no  editor  of  a  paUiepafir, 
of  either  party,  is  capable  or  worthy  of  hoHiagaiy 
of  the  proscribed  offices.  He  must  at  osoe^ 
abandon  his  paper,  and  with  it  the  means  of  aap* 
porting  himself  and  his  family,  or  hemlslN^ 
render  any  little  office  whidhhe  mayboldttds 
the  Gk^veinment. 

And  yet  this  bill  is  supported  by  my  ffieadfiwi 
Virginia,  who,  to  use  his  own  language,  "hute* 
imbued  with  the  principles  of  Demoeiacy,  tidi 
regard  for  Slate  rights,  from  his  earliest  yosih."  a 
such  a  charge  should  ever  be  made  a^<^^ 
hereaAer,  his  speech,  and  his  vote  in  favor  rft* 
bill,  will  acquit  him  before  any  court  in  Chri*»' 
dom,  where  the  iruth  may  be  given  in  evidaaai. 
I  yet  trust  that  he  may  never  vote  for  its  pas* 

Every  measure  of  this  kind  b«t»fs  a  wil* 
confidence  in  the  intelligence  and  patriotism  »jjW 
American  people.  It  is  founded  da  ad«tni*ti 
their  judgment  and  integrity.  Do  yoasapfci^ 
that  when  a  man  is  appointed  a  collector  or  af* 
master,  he  acquires  any  more  inflnenoe  o«f  ■* 
people  than  he  had  before?  No,  sir!  On  thee* 
trary,  his  influence  is  often  dimmtshed,iBsieHM 
being  increased.  The  people  of  this  coaaliy« 
abundanilf  capable  of  ja.lging  whether  he  ins* 
influenced  by  love  of  country  or  Iotc  of  ofiee.  J 
they  should  determine  that  bis  motives  are  poij 
mercenary  for  supporting  a  political  party»tw<> 
de&troy  his  influence.  If  he  be  a  noisy,  vWJ 
and  meddling  politician,  he  will  do  theAdmiojJ* 
tion  under  which  he  has  been  appointd, JM> 
more  hwm  than  goodT  Let  me  assure  (HJitiiwi 
that  the  people  are'able  to  take  one  ofihiisiffg. 
They  do  not  require  the  interpositioB  of  OdMI 
lo  prevent  them  from  being  deceived  aad  1^  f*V 
by  the  influenoe  of  office  boldert.    Whibt  »  a 
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mjr  fixed  opLoion,  I  thiok  the  nainber  of  Federal 
officers  oaght  to  be  strictly  limited  to  the  aciaal  ne- 
cessiiies  Kti  the  Qoreruoieot.  Parsac  this  coarse, 
and,  my  life  for  it,  all  the  land  .officers  and  post- 
masters and  weighers  and  gaugers  which  yoa  shall 
aeiid  abroad  over  the  country,  can  aever  indaence 
the  people  to  betray  their  own  caase.  For  my  own 
part,  I  entertam  the  most  perfect  conGdence  in  their 
intelligence  as  well  as  integrity. 

That  office  holders  possess  comparatively  Dut 
little  infloence  over  tlie  people,  will  conclasively 
appear  from  the  brief  history  of  the  last  two  years, 
the  peri«d  daring  which  this  dreaded  man,  Mr. 
Vaa  Bnren,  has  been  in  office.  What  has  all  this 
ilarming  ioflaence  of  the  office  holders  effecied  ai 
llie  only  points  where  they  are  to  be  found  in  any 
considerable  number?  In  the  city  of  Philadelphia, 
sotwithstaoding  all  the  indnence  of  the  custom- 
Imase,  the  post  office,  and  the  mint,  the  majority  at 
the  last  election  against  the  Administra^iun  was  tre- 
8ieiidoQs,being,  I  believe,  upwards  of  four  thousand. 
ne  Praetorian  guards,  a^  they  have  been  called, 
performed  bat  little  service  on  Uiat  day  in  that  city. 
On  the  other  hand,  look  at  the  interior  of  Pennsyl- 
vania. There  the  Governor,  whose  patronage 
within  the  limits  of  Ihe  State  was  as  great,  under 
the  old  Constitution,  as  that  of  the  King  of  Eng- 
land, had  filled  every  effice  with  enemi&s  of  the 
present  Administration.  Of  this  I  do  not  complain; 
for  whether  right  or  wrong,  it  has  been  the  long 
.  established  practice  of  both  political  parlies.  It  is 
trae  that  maoy  of  the  postmasters  were  friendly  to 
the  Administration;  but  it  is  equally  certain,  that 
a  large  proportion  of  them  warmly  espoused  the 
cause  of  the  Opposition.  What  was  the  result? 
Those  wielding  this  vast  patronage  were  entirely 
jWQted,  notwithstanding  the  exertions  of  the  office 
boldera.  Gentlemen  may  quiet  their  alarms,  and 
he  assured  that  the  people  cannot  be  persuaded  to 
ahandon  their  principles  by  the  influence  of  men  in 
office. 

Again:  let  as  look  at  the  Slate  of  New  York  for 
another  example.  There  the  Albany  Regency  were 
seated  in  power.  The  Democratic  party  was  well 
drilled.  All  the  office  holders  of  the  State  and  of 
the  eity  were  friendly  to  the  Administration.  Be- 
sides, ID  my  opinion,  they  fought  in  the  righteous 
caase;  and  this  same  abused  Albany  Regency,  who 
were  their  leaders,  was  composed  of  as  able  and  as 
honest  men  as  were  ever  at  the  head  of  any  S»ate 
Government.  What  was  the  result  there?  With 
atll  this  official  power  and  patronage,  both  of  the 
Stale  and  Federal  Governments,  we  were  beaten, 
faoiae,  foot,  and  dragoons.  There  is  not  the  least 
nfcfiiTitj  for  passing  an  unconstitutional  law,  to 
MTe  the  people  from  the  inflaence  of  the  office 
]K>1ders. 

Have  we  not  been  beaten  in  all  the  large  cities 
of  the  Union,  where  only  there  are  Federal  officers 
ia  any  considerable  numbei?    What  has  been  our 
Ate  in  New  York,  Philadelphia,  Boston,  Baltimore, 
mod  New  Oriean.s?    We  have  been  vanquished  in 
jdl  of  them.    The  hobgoblins  and  chimeras  dire  re- 
specting the  influence  of  office  holders,  which  terrify 
^pnilemen,  exist  only  in  t^eir  own  imagination. 
^Ite  people  of  this  country  are  not  the  tame  and 
servile  creatures,  who  can  be  seduced  from  their 
^(■rpose  by  the  persuasion  of  the  office  holders.     It 
{j  troe  thai  in  1828  I  did  say  that  the  office  holders 
•^■reie  the  enlisted  soldiers  of  that  Administration  by 
-^rbich  they  were  sustained.    This  was  too  strong 
aoi  expression.     But  admit  them  to  be  enlisted  sol- 
ders; and  whilst  I  do  not  deny  them  some  indu- 
eace,  there  is  no  danger  to  be  apprehended  from  it, 
as  long  as  there  is  virtue  and  intelligence  among 
<faT  people. 

And  here  I  hope  the  Senator  from  Kentucky 
'VIU  pardon  me  for  suggesting  to  him  an  amend- 
3aaent  to  his  bill.  He  hap,  I  think,  made  one  or 
rvro  misiakes  in  the  clas5ification  of  his  oHicers; 
tlioogh,  in  tlie  general,  it  is  sufficiently  perfect. 
3^K  principle;  would  seem  to  have  been  to  separate 
«rhai  may  be  called  the  aristocracy  of  office  hold- 
ers from  the  plebeians.  Those  of  the  elevated 
class  are  siill  permitted  to  enjoy  the  freedom  of 
MjirifrTi  and  of  the  press,  whilst  the  hard  working 
O0craiives  among  them  are  denied  this  privilege. 
^nUt  heads  of  departmenta  and  bureaas,  the  officers 
(yf  the  army  and  navy,  the  snperinteitdents  and 


officers  of  our  mints,  and  our  district  aitorneyi',  are 
not  affected  by  the  bill.  These  gentlemen  are  pri« 
vilegcd  by  their  elevation.  They  are  too  high  to 
be  reached  by  its  provisions.  Who,  then,  ought  to 
care  whether  weighers  and  gangers,  and  Village 
po^itmasters,  and  hard  handed  draymen,  and  such 
inferior  people,  shall  be  permitted  to  express  their 
thoughts  on  public  a/^ai^^?  I  would  suggest,  how- 
ever, that  the  collectors  of  our  principal  seaports, 
the  marshals  of  our  extensive  judicial  districts,  and 
the  postmasters  in  our  principal  cities,  receive 
compensation  sufficient  to  enable  them  to  figure  in 
"good  society."  They  ought  co  rank  with  the  dis- 
trict attorneys,  and  should  be  elevated  from  the  ple- 
beian to  th9  patrician  rank  of  office  holders.  They 
ought  to  be  allowed  the  freedom  of  speech  and  of 
the  press.  As  to  the  subordinate  officers,  they  are 
not  worth  the  trouble  of  a  thought. 

To  be  sure  there  U  one  palpable  absurdity  on  the 
face  of  the  bill.  Its  avowed  purpose  is  to  prevent 
office  holders  from  exercising  an  influence  in  elec- 
tions. WJiy,  then,  except  from  its  operation  all 
those  office  holders,  who,  from  their  station  in  so- 
ciety, can  exercise  the.  most  extensive  influence, 
and  confine  its  provisions  to  the  humbler,  but  not 
less  meritorious  class,  whoA  opinions  can  have 
but  a  limited  infloence  over  their  fellow-men?  The 
district  attorney,  for  example,  is  excepted — the  very 
man  of  all  others  who,  from  his  position  and  ta- 
lents, has  the  best  opportunity  of  exerting  an  ex- 
tensive influence.  He  may  ride  over  his  distdct, 
and  make  political  speeches  to  secure  iho  election 
of  his  favorite  candidate.  He  is  too  high  a  mark 
for  the  genileman^s  bill.  But  if  the  subordinates 
of  the  cu^tom-hous^  or  the  petty  postmaster  at  the 
cross-roads,  with  an  income  of  fifty  dollars  per  an- 
num, shall  dare,  even  in  private  conversation,  to 
persuade  an  elector  to  vote  for  or  against  any  can- 
didate, he  is  to  be  punished  by  a  fine  of  five  hun- 
dred dollars,  and  a  perpetual  disability  to  hold  any 
office  under  the  Government.  Was  there  ever  a 
bill  more  unequal  or  more  unjas>? 

Now,  sir,  I  might  here,  with  great  propriety, 
and  very  much  to  the  relief  both  of  my  audi- 
ence and  myself,  leave  this  subject;  but  there  are 
still  some  other  observations  which  I  conceive  it  to 
be  my  duty  to  add  to  what  I  have  already  said. 
Most  of  them  will  be  elicited  by  the  very  strong  re- 
marks of  my  friend  from  Virginia;  for  I  trust  that 
I  may  still  be  permitted  to  call  him  by  that  name. 

He  and  I  entered  the  House  of  Representatives 
almost  together.  I  believe  he  came  into  it  but  two 
years  after  myself.  We  soon  formed  a  mutual 
friendship,  which  has  ever  since,  I  may  say,  on  my 
part,  with  grea.  inceriiy,  continued  to  exist.  We 
fought  shoulder  to  shoulder,  and  his  great  powers 
were  united  with  u  y  feeble  efforts  in  prostrating  the 
administration  of  the  younger  Adams.  General 
Jackson  came  into  power;  and,  during  the  whole 
period  of  that  Administration,  he  was  the  steady, 
unwavering  supporter  of  all  its  leading  measures, 
except  the  Specie  Circular  and  his  advocacy  of  the 
currency  bill;  and,  on  that  bill,  I  stood  by  him,  in 
opposition  to  the  Administration.  Whilst  this  man 
of  destiny  was  in  power — this  man  cf  the  lion  heart, 
whose  will  the  Whigs  declared  was  law,  and  whose 
roaring  torrified  all  the  other  beasts  of  the  forest, 
and  subdued  them  into  silence — where  was  then  the 
Senator  from  Virginia?  He  was  our  chosen  cham- 
pion in  the  fight.  WhiKvt  General  Jackson  was  ex- 
erting all  this  tremendous  influence,  and  marshalling 
all  his  trained  bands  of  office  holders  to  do  his  bid- 
ding, according  to  Ihe  language  of  the  Opposition, 
these  denunciations  had  no  terrors  for  the  Senator 
from  Virginia.  Never  in  my  life  did  I  perform  a 
duly  of  fficudihip  wiih  greater  ardor  than  when, 
on  one  occasion,.!  came  to  his  rescue  from  an  un- 
just attack  made  against  him  by  the  Whigs,  in  re- 
lation to  a  part  of  his  conduct  whilst  minister  in 
France.  After  holding  out  so  long  together,  ought 
he  not,  at  least,  to  have  parted  from  us  in  peace,  and 
bade  us  a  kind  adieu?  In  abandoning  our  camp, 
why  did  he  ^hoot  Parthian  arrows  behind  l.im? 
In  taking  leave  of  us,  I  hope  not  forever,  is  it  not 
too  hard  for  us  to  hear  ourselves  denounced  by  the 
gentleman  in  the  language  which  he  has  used. 
"He  is  amazed  and  bewildered  with  the  scenes 
passing  before  bim.  Wluthcr,  he  asks,  will  the 
mad  dominion  of  party  carry  us?    His  mind  is 


filled  with  dcspoodeacy  as  to  the  f/tte  of  his  conn- 
try.  Shall  we  emulate  the  servility  of  the  Senate 
and  people  of  Rome?  You  already  have  your  Pra- 
lorian  bands  in  this  city.*'  I  might  quote  from  his 
speech  other  phrases  of  a  similar  character;  but 
these  are  sufficient.  I  do  not  believe  that  any  ef^ 
these  expressions  were  aimed  at  me  personally;  yet ". 
they  stiike  me  with  the  mass  of  my  psUticalfriehds, 
and  I  feel  bound  to  give  them  a  passing  notice. 

And  why,  let  me  a&k  the  Senator,  why  did  he  not 
sooner  make  the  discovery  of  the  appalling  danger 
of  Executive  influence?  Is  there  more  to  be  dread- 
ed from  that  cause,  under  the  present  Administra- 
tion, than  under  that  which  is  past?  Is  Martin  Van 
Buren  more  formidable  than  General  Jackson  was? . 
Let  his  favorite  author,  de  Tocqueville,  answer 
this  quesu'on.  He  says^  "the  power  of  General 
Jackson  perpetually  increases,  but  that  of  the  Pre- 
sident declines;  in  his  hands  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment is  strong,  &W  i<  totii  pan  enfubkd  inU  the 
hands  of  hU  tweestor.^*  Do  we  not  all  now  know ' 
this  to  be  the  truth?  Has  not  the  Government 
passed  enfeebled  into  the  hands  of  his  successoil 
We  see  it,  and  feel  it,  and  know  it;  from  every 
thing  which  is  passing  around  us.  The  civilian 
has  succeeded  the  conqueror;  andj  I  must  be  per- 
mitted to  say,  has  exercised  his  high  powers  with 
great  moderation  and  purity  of  purpose.  In  what 
manner  has  he  ever  abused  his  patronage?  In  this 
particular,  of  what  can  the  gentleman  complain? 

In  February,  1838,  I  did  say  diat  the  office  hold- 
ers were  the  enlisted  soldiers  of  the  Administra- 
tion. But  did  I  then  propose  to  gag  them?  Did  I 
propose  to  deprive  Ihem  of  the  freedom  of  speech 
and  of  the  press?  Np,  sir,  no!  Notwithstanding 
the  number  of  them  scattered  over  the  country,  I 
was  not  afraid  of  their  influence.  On  the  contrary, 
I  commended  the  Administration  for  adhering  to  its 
friends.    I  then  used  the  following  language: 

"In  my  humble  judgment,  the  present  Adminis- 
tration could  not  have  proceeded  a  single  year,  with 
the  least  hope  of  re-election,  but  for  their  patrons- 
age.  This  patronage  may  have  been  used  un- 
wisely, as  my  friend  from  Kentucky  [Mr.  LETcnsa] 
(and  I  am  still  proud  to  call  him  my  friend,  not- 
withstanding our  political  opposition)  Usa  insinu- 
ated. I  have  never  blamed  them,  I  shall  never 
blame  them,  for  adhering^  to  their  friends.  Be  true 
to  your  friends  and  they  will  be  true  to  you,  is  the  dic- 
tate both  of  justice  and  of  sound  policy.  I  shall  never 
participate  in  abusing  the  Administration  for  re- 
membering their  friends.  If  you  go  too  much 
abroad  with  this  patronage,  for  the  purpose  of 
making  new  friends,  yon  will  oflfend  your  old  ones, 
and  make  but  very  insincere  converts.^' 

What  was  my  opinion  in  1828,  when  I  was  in 
the  opposition,  is  still  my  opinion  in  1839,  when  I 
am  in  the  majority.  I  say  now,  that  the  adpiinis- 
tration  which  goes  abroad  with  itsVpatronage  to 
make  converts  of  its  enemies,  at  the  expense  of  its 
friends,  acts  both  with  ingratitude  and  injustice. 
Such  an  administration  deserves  to  be  prostrated. 
Although  neither  from  principle  nor  from  feeling 
am  I  a  root  and  branch  man,  yet,  in  this  respect,  I 
adopt  the  opinion  of  General  Washington,  the 
first,  the  greatest,  the  wisest,  and  the  best  of  oUr 
Presidents.  I  prefer  him  either  to  General  Jackson 
or  to  the  great  Apostle  of  American  Liberty. 
This  opinion,  however,  may  proceed  from  the 
relics  of  old  Federalism.  On  this  subject  General 
Washington  says:  "1  shall  not,  whilst  I  have  t)ie 
honor  to  administer  the  Government,  bring  a  man 
into  any  office  of  consequence,  knowingly, whose  po* 
litical  tenets  are  adverse  to  the  measures  which  the 
General  Government  is  pursuing;  for  this,  in  my 
opinion,  would  be  a  sort  of  political  suicide.  That 
It  woi^Ul  embarrass  its  movemenu;  is  certain." 

Now,  sir,  if  any  freak  of  destiny  should  ever 
place  me  in  one  of  these  Executive*Deparlments, 
asd  I  feel  very  certain  that  it  never  ^I'iil,  I  shall 
tell  you  the  course  I  would  pursue.  I  should  not 
become  an  inquisitor  of  the  political  opinions  of 
the  subordinate  office  holders,  who  are  receiving 
salaries  of  some  eiglit  hundred  ( r  a  thousand  dol- 
lars a  year.  For  the  higher  and  more  responsible 
offices,  however,  I  would  selectable,  faithful,  and 
well  tried  political  frends  who  felt  a  deep  and  de- 
voted inlet  est  in  the  success  of  my  measnrss.  And 
this  not  for  the  purpose  of  concealment,  for  no 
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public  officer  ought  to  be  afraid  of  the  scrutiny  of 
tiie  world;  bat  that  they  might  cheerfully  co  operate 
with  me  iu  promoting^  what  I  believed  to  be  the 
public  interest.  I  would  hare  no  person  around 
me,  either  to  hold  back  in  the  traces,  or  to  thwart 
and  defeat  my  purposes.  With  General  Wash- 
ington I  believe  that  any  other  course  "would  be 
a  sort  of  political  suicide.*^ 

In  executing  the  duties  of  a  public  office,  I 
should  act  upon  the  same  principles  that  would 
govern  my  conduct  in  regard  to  a  private  trust.  If 
the  Senator  from  Virginia  were  to  constitute  me 
his  attorney,  to  transact  any  important  business, 
I  should  never  employ  assistants  whom  I  believed 
to  be  openly  and  avowedly  hostile  to  his  inte- 
rests. 

But,  says  the  Senator,  you  already  have  your 
praetorian  bands  in  this  city.  He  doubtless  alludes 
to  the  office  holders  in  the  different  departments  of 
the  Government;  and,  I  ask,  is  Mr.  Van  Barents 
influence  over  them  greatly  to  be  dfeadedl  If,  sir, 
the  President  relies  upon  sueh  troops  he  will  most 
certainly  be  defeated.  These  praetorian  bands  are, 
to  a  great  extent,  on  the  side  of  the  Senator  from 
Kentucky  and  his  political  friends.  I  would  now 
do  them  great  injustice  if  I  were  to  call  them  the 
enlisted  soldiers  of  the  Administration.  Whilst 
General  Jackson  was  here  they  did  keep  tolerably 
quiet,  but  now  I  understand  that  many  of  these 
heads  of  bureaus  and  clerks  use  the  freedom  of 
speech  and  of  the  press  without  reserve  against  the 
measures  of  his  successor.  Of  course  I  speak 
from  common  report.  God  forbid  that  I  should 
become  an  inquisitor  as  to  any  man's  politics.  It 
is  geiierally  understood  that  about  one-half  of  them 
are  open  enemies  of  the  present  Administration.  I 
have  some  acquaintance  with  a  few  of  those  who 
are  called  its  friend?;  and  among  this  few  I  know 
several,  who,  although  they  declare  they  are  in 
favor  of  the  re-election  of  Mr.  Van  Buren,  yet 
they  are  decidedly  opposed  to  all  his  prominent 
measures.  Surrounded  by  such  preetorian  bands, 
what  has  this  tyrant  done?  Nothing,  literally 
nothing.  I  believe  be  is  the  very  last  man  in  the 
country  who  can  justly  be  charged  with  using  his 
official  patronage  to  control  the  freedom  of  elec- 
tions. His  forbearance  towards  his  political  ene- 
mies in  office  will  unquestionably  injure  him  to 
some  extent,  and  especially  in  those  States  where, 
under  the  common  party  law,  no  per>on  dreams  of 
being  permitted  to  hold  office  from  his  political 
enemies.  His  liberality  in  this  respect  has  been 
condemned  by  many  of  his  friends,  whilst  he  is 
accused  by  bis  enemies  of  using  his  official  patron- 
age for  corrupt  political  purposes.  This  is  a  hard 
fate.  The  Senator  must,  therefore,  pardon  me, 
after  having  his  own  high  authority  in  favor  of 
Gen.  Jackson's  administration,  if,  under  that  of  his 
successor,  I  cannot  now  see  the  dangers  of  Execu- 
tive patronage  in  a  formidable  light. 

There  was  one  charge  made  by  the  Senator  from 
Virginia  against  the  present  Administration,  which 
I  should  have  been  the  first  man  to  sustain,  had  I 
believed  it  to  be  well  foctaded.  Had  the  President 
evinced  a  determination,  in  the  face  of  all  his 
principles  and  professions,  to  form  a  permanent 
connection  in  violation  of  law,  between  the  Go- 
vernment and  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  or 
any  other  State  bank,  he  should,  in  this  particular, . 
have  encountered  my  unqualified  opposition.  In 
such  an  event,  I  should  have  been  willing  to  serve 
under  the  command  'of  the  Senator  against  the 
Administration;  and  hundreds  and  thousands  of  the 
ttnbought  and  incorruptible  Democracy  would 
have  rallied  to  'our  standard.  I  am  convinced, 
however,  from  the  reports  of  the  Secretaries  of 
the  Treasury  and  of  War,  and  from  the  other  lights 
which  have  b^n  shed  upon  the  subject,  that  "their 
poverty  and  not  their  if'xW  consented*'  to  the  partial 
and  limited  connection  which  resulted  from  the  sale 
of  the  bond  to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States.  Such 
seems  to  have  been  the  ^neral  opinion  on  this  floor, 
because  no  Senator  came  to  the  aid  oP  the  gentle- 
man from  Virginia  in  sustaining  this  charsre. 
"Where  was  Roderick  then?"  Why  did;not  the  Se- 
nator from  Kentucky  come  to  the  rescue  and  sus- 
tain his  friend  from  Virginia  in  the  accusation 
against  the  Administration  of  having  again  con- 
nected itself  widi  the  Baiikof  the  United  States? 


The  Senator  from  Virgim'i  has  informed  us, 
that  in  his  State,  a  hiw  exisbi,  prohibiting  any  man 
who  hplds  office  under  the  Federal  Government 
from  holding,  at  the  same  time,  a  State  office. 
This  law  prevents  the  same  individual  from  ser- 
ving two  masters.  A  similar  law,  I  believe,  exists 
in  every  State  of  this  Union.  If  there  is  nol,  there 
ought  to  be.  The  Federal  and  State  Gh>vernment8 
ought  to  be  kept  as  distinct  and  independent  of 
each  other  as  possible.  The  General  Government 
ought  never  to  be  permitted  to  insinuate  itself  into 
the  concerns  of  the  States,  by  using  their  officers 
as  its  officers.  These  incompatible  laws  proceed 
from  a  wise  and  whole.^ome  jealousy  of  Federal 
p»wer,  and  a  proper  regard  for  State  lights.  I 
heartily  approve  them.  Then,  sir,  if  there  be  dan- 
ger in  trusting  a  postmaster  of  the  General  Govern* 
ment  with  the  commission  of  a  magistrate  under 
State  authority,  how  infinitely  more  dangerous 
would  it  be  to  suffer  the  Administration  to  connect 
itself  with  all  the  State  banks  of  the  connlryl  What 
immense  influence  over  the  people  of  the  States 
could  the  Federal  Government  thus  acquire!  Suf- 
fer it  to  deposits  the  public  money  at  pleasure  with 
these  banks,  and  permit  them  to  loan  it  out  for 
their  own  benefit,  and  you  establish  a  vast  Federal 
influence,  not  over  weighers  and  gangers  and  pest- 
masters,  but  over  the  presidents,  and  directors,  and 
cashiers,  and  debtors,  and  creditors  of  these  institu- 
tions. You  bind  them  to  you  by  the  strongest  of 
all  ties,  that  of  self  interest;  and  they  are  men  who, 
from  their  position,  cannot  fail  to  exercise  an  exten- 
sive influence  over  the  people  of  the  States.  I  am 
a  State  rights  man,  and  am  therefore  opposed  to 
any  connection  between  this  Government  and  the 
State  bank?;  and  last  of  all  to  such  a  connection 
with  the  Bank  of  the  UnitM  States,  which  is  the 
most  powerful  of  them  all.  This  is  one  of  the  chief 
reasons  why  I  am  in  favor  of  an  Independent 
Treasury.  And  yet,  friendly  to  State  rights  as  the 
Senator  professes  to  be,  he  complains  of  the  Presi- 
dent for  opposing  such  a  connection  with  the  Slat's 
banks,  and  thereby  voluntarily  depriving  himself 
of  the  power  and  influence  which  roust  ever  result 
from  such  an  union. 

There  are  other  reasons  why  I  am  friendly  to  an 
Independent  Treasury;  but  this  is  not  the  proper  oc- 
casion to  discuss  them.  I  shall  merely  advert  to 
one  which,  in  my  opinion,  renders  an  immediate 
separation  from  the  banks  indispensable  to  the  pub- 
lic interest.  The  importation  of  foreign  goods  into 
New  York,  since  the  commencement  of  the  present 
year,  very  far  exceeds,  according  to  our  informa- 
tion, the  corresponding  importations  during  the  year 
1836,  although  they  were  greater  in  that  year  than 
they  had  ever  been  since  the  origin  of  our  Govern- 
ment. This  must  at  once  create  a  large  debt  against 
us  in  England.  Meanwhile,  what  is  our  condition 
at  home?  New  York  has  established  what  is  called 
a  free  banking  law,  under  whose  provisions  more 
than  fiftv  banks  had  been  established  in  the  begin- 
ning of  Januarf  last,  and  I  know  not  how  many 
since,  with  permission  to  increase  their  capital  to 
four  handred  and  eighty-seven  milliens  of  dollars. 
These  banks  do  not  even  profess  to  proceed  upon 
the  ancient,  safe  and  well  established  principle  of 
making  the  specie  in  their  vaults  bear  some  just 
and  reasonable  proportion  to  their  circulation  and 
dpposites.  Another  and  a  novel  principle  is  adopt- 
ed. State  loans  and  mortgages  upon  real  estate  are 
made  to  take  the  place  of  gold  and  silver;  and  an 
amount  of  bank  notes  may  be  issued  equal  to  the 
amount  of  these  secutities  deposited  with  the  Comp- 
troller. There  is  no  restriction  whatever  imposed 
oa  these  banks  in  re<^ard  to  specie,  except  that  they 
are  required  to  hold  eleven  pence  in  the  dollar,  not 
of  their  circulation  and  deposites  united,  but  of  their 
circulation  alone.  Well  may  that  able  officer  have 
declared,  in  his  report  to  the  Legislature,  that  "it 
is  now  evident  that  the  point  of  dafiger  is  not  an 
exclusive  metallic  currency,  but  an  exclu- 
sive paper  currency,  so  redundant  and  uni- 
versal as  to  excite  apprehensions  forjts  stabili- 
ty." The  amount  of  paper  issues  of  these  banks, 
and  the  amount  of  bank  credits,  roust  rapidly  ex- 
pand the  paper  circulation,  and  again  produce  ex- 
travagant speculation.  The  example  of  New  Yorlc 
will  have  a  powerful  influence  on  the  other  States 
of  the  Union.    Already  has  Georgia  established  a 


free  banking  law;  and  a  bill  for  the  same  ptirpose 
is  now  before  the  Legislature  of  Pennsylnnia.  If 
the  signs  of  the  time.s  do  not  deoeite  me,  we  shall 
have  another  explosion  sooner,' macfa  sooner,  Hun  I 
had  anticipated.  The  Senator  from  Massachttsetti 
[ Mr.  Wkbstxr]  nods  his  assent  [ Here  Mr.  Wn. 
sTca  said,  "I  think  so  also.*^]  This  paper  bobble 
roust,  from  its  nftture,  go  on  rapidU  expudiag, 
until  it  reaches  the  bursting  point  The  reeraisa». 
pension  of  specie  payments  by  the  Branch  Bank  ef 
Mobile,  in  the  State  of  my  friend  from  Alabum, 
[Mr.  King,]  may  be  the  remote  and  distant  thoih 
der  premonitory'  of  the  approaching  stonn.  This 
is  all  foreign,  however,  to  the  subject  befoit  ike 
Senate.  1  desire  now  to  declare  solemnly  in  adnnor, 
that  if  this  explosion  should  come,  and  the  monef 
of  the  people  in  the  Treasury  shoold  again  be  coi- 
verted  into  irredeemable  bank  paper  and  bank  cre- 
dits, the  Administration  will  be  guiltless  of  the  deed. 
We  have  tried,  but  tried  in  vain,  to  tsublish  an  Inde- 
pendent Trcasunr,  where  this  money  wonW  be  safe, 
in  the  custody  of  officers  responsible  to  the  peeple. 

There  is  one  incident  in  relation  to  the  Rmkaf 
the  United  Slates  which  my  friend  from  Titiiaia 
may  be  curious  to  know,  trader  the  PennsylraM 
charter  it  was  prohibited  from  issuing  notes  ondcr 
ten  dollars.  I  had  fondly  hoped  that  this  example 
might  be  gradually  followed  by  our  LegislatBre  ii 
regard  to  the  other  banks,  until  the  time  should  a^ 
rive  when  onr'whole  circulation  under  ten  doflan 
.should  consist  of  gold  and  silver.  The  frte  bask- 
ing law  of  New  York  has  enabled  the  Bank  to  nul. 
lify  this  restriction.  Under  this  law  it  has  etti- 
blished  a  bank  in  the  city  of  New  York,  the  oapiial 
of  which  may  be  increased  to  f50,000,0(K),andbis 
transferred  to  the  Comptroller  of  that  State  Mkhi- 
gan  State  loan  to  the  amount  of  |200,000.  And 
what  notes,  Mr.  President,  do  you  soppose  it  \ask 
taken  in  lieu  of  this  amount  of  loant  Not  an  as- 
sortment of  different  denominations,  as  the  other 
banks  have  done,  but  forty  thousand  five  doUtr 
notes.  These  Ave  dollar  notes  will  be  paid  oiHand 
circulated  by  the  Bank  at  Philadelphia;  andthttibe 
wise  ten  dollar  restriction  contained  in  its  Peno.^ 
vania  charter  is  completely  annulled. 

If,  therefore,  I  could  believe  for  a  moment  ihat 
this  GJovernment  intended  to  form  a  permanent  eoa> 
nection  with  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  and 
again  make  it  the  general  depository  and  ibol 
agent  of  the  Treasury,  even  if  no  other  pfiaqfc 
were  involved  than  that  of  the  enormous  inenve 
of  Executive  patronage  which  must  necwsnrilf  W- 
low,  I  should  at  once  stand  with  my  friend  Um 
Virginia  in  opposition  to  the  Administratioa.  BH 
I  would  not  go  over  with  him  to  the  enemy's  ci«f 
I  hare  somewhere  read  a  enhigy  on  the  wndon  rf 
the  Catholic  church,  for  tolerating  moch  fmdsw 
of  opinion  in  non-essentials  among  its  iacmbe»»A 
pious,  an  enthusiastic,  and  an  ardent  spirit,  vftkh^ 
if  it  belonged  to  any  Protestant  choreb.  mi^tpfr 
duce  a  schism,  is  permitted  to  establish  aMV4^ 
der,  and  thus  to  benefit,  instead  of  injariog,  the«- 
cient  establishment  I  might  noint  to  a  St  Utaij' 
nick  and  a  Loyola  fqr  examples.  Now,  sir,  I,  tr 
mit  that  the  Whig  party>is  very  Catholic  ia  dAife 
spect.  It  tolerates  great  difference  of  opiaioo.  m 
unity  almost  consists  in  diversity.  In  thit|ig|[ 
we  recognize  **  the  Democratic  Antimasoii^ 
branch.  Yoi,  sir,  this  is  the  approved  name,  j 
need  not  mention  the  names  of  itstwodistingnsW 
leaders.  The  peculiar  tenet  x)f  this  respecttblepoi* 
lion  of  tlie  universal  political  Whig  chorchM 
horrible  dread  of  the  murderers  of  Morgan,  wfcJJ 
ghost,  like  that  of  Hamlet^  father,  walks  atoM 
and  revisits  the  pale  glimpses  of  the  moon,  **^*| 
vengeance  on  his  murderers.  I  wish  they  coan  m 
found,  and  punished  as  they  deserve.  Tlw*^"* 
Abolitionists  in  the  mass,  they  do  not  absolntd^ 
ject,  though  they  may  receive  with  an  awkiW 
grace,  the  overtures  and  aid  of  the  AboliwJ^ 
In  my  portion  of  the  country,  at  l^ast,  the  4b** 
ists  are  either  incorporated  with  this  bfanch  sfjj 
party,  or  ban;  upon  its  outskirts.  TTie  *•*[ 
from  Virginia  and  myself  could  not,  I  UbMi  # 
over  to  this  section  of  the  party,  nor  wtftiM  #t » 
received  by  it  into  full  communion.  "His  ^■5 
from  Kentucky  [Mr.  Clay]  will,  I  iWnk,  toil* 
cost  that  he  has  done  hinaself  ia«ftl  isJWT  •**2 
branch  of  the  Opposition,  by  the  miail^  9mA  p» 
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otic  sentiments  which  he  expressed  a  few  days  ago 
on  Che  subject  of  Abolition. 

Then  comes  the  Whig  party  proper,  in  which 
the  Senator  from  Kenlacky  stands  pre-eminent.  I 
need  not  detail  its  principles.  Now,  I  humbly  ap- 
prehend, that  even  if  the  President  of  ihe  United 
Stales  shoald  determine  to  ally  himself  with  ihe 
Bank,,  and  force  as  to  abandon  him  on  that  ao- 
oowit,  neither  the  Senator  from  Virginia  nor  my- 
self could  find  refoge  in  the  bosom  of  ibis  party. 
We  baTe  both  sinned  against  it  beyond  for- 
girenesB.  We  were  both  in  favor  of  the  re- 
flnval  of  the  deposites — an  offence  which,  with 
them,  like  original  sin,  "brought  death  into  the 
world,  and  all  onr  wo.'*  For  this,  no  penitence 
can  atone. 

Again:  we  both  voted  for  the  expunging  resola- 
tk>n;  which,  in  their  opinion,  was  an  act  of  base 
sobserviency  and  man  worship,  and,  withal,  a  pal- 
pable violation  of  the  Constitution.  So  dreadfnl 
wais  this  offence,  that  ray  friend  from  Delaware 
[Mr.  Batabd]  will  never  get  over  it.  He  has  so- 
leHuly  pledged  himself  to  cry  &load  and  spare  not, 
until  this  foal  blot  shall  lie  removed  from  the  jonr- 
ntls  of  the  Senate.  I  should  be  glad  to  know  why 
he  has  not  yet  introduced  his  annual  resolntion  to  ef- 
face this  unsightly  stain  from  the  record  of  oar  pro- 
ceeding^ 

In  short,  we  should  be  compelled  to  form  a  se- 
parate branch  of  the  Whig  party.  We  shoald  be 
the  deposite-removinsf,  expunging,  force  bill,  anii- 
.  bank,  Jackson  Whi«s.  We  should  carry  with  us 
CDOogh  of  locofocoism  and  other  comba««tible  ma- 
terials Ce  blow  them  all  up.  They  had  better  havo 
a  caie  of  us. 

I  hope  the  Senator  may  yet  remain  with  as,  and 
be  persuaded  that  his  old  friends  upon  this  floor  do 
not  resemble  either  the  servile  band  in  the  Roman 
Senate  under  the  first  Caesar,  or  that  which  after- 
wards degraded  themselves  so  low  as  to  make  the 
favorite  hon-e  of  one  of  his  successors  high  priest 
and  consal.  He  can  never  be  fully  received  into* 
thecommuoion  of  the  faithful  Whig:^.  Although 
the  fathers  of  the  church  here  may  grant  him  abso. 
latioD,  yot  the  rank  and  file  of  the  party  throngh- 
oat  the  country  will  never  ratify  the  deed. 

I  was  pleased  to  hear  the  Senator  from  Virginia, 
oo  yesterday,  make  the  explanation  which  be  did 
lo  the  Senator  frem  North  Carolina,  [Mr.SrajiNOB] 
in  iegar)d  to  what  he  had  said  in  favor  of  the  Bri- 
ttsii  Government.  1  cheerfully  take  the  explana- 
tion. I  did  suppose  he  had  pronoanced  a  high- 
wxoMitht  eulogy  upon  that  Qovemment;  but  it 
wottid  not  be  /air  to  bold  him,  or  any  other  Sena- 
los;  to  the  exact  meaning  of  words  uttered  in  the 
heat  and  at  dor  of  debate. 

I  agree  with  him  that  we  are  indebted  for  several 
of  oar  most  valuable  institutions  to  our  British  an- 
ecsfonL    We  have  derived  from  them  the  princi- 
plca  of  liberty  established  and  consecrated  by  mag- 
na ebarta,  the  trial  by  jury,  the  petition  of  right, 
tliekAbeas  corpus  act,  and  tlie  revolution  of  1688 
AkBd  yt%f  notwithstanding  all  this,  I  should  be  very 
unwilling  to  make  the  British  Government  a  model 
f<Nr  oar  legislation  in  Republican  America.    Look 
at    its  effects  in    practice.    l<  it  a   Government 
which  sheds  its  benign  inflaence,  like  the  dews  of 
Hea;veo,*Qpon  all  its  subjects'?  Or  is  it  n^i  aGovern- 
ment,  where  the  rights  of  tne  many  are  sacrificed 
to  promote    the  interest  of  the  few?    The  landed 
aristocracy  have  cootruHed  the  election  of  a  majo-^ 
lityfifthe  members  of  the  House  of  Commons; 
and  they,  themselves,  compose  the  House  of  Lords. 
Tbe  main  scope  and  principal  object  of  iheir  legis- 
lation waste  promote  the  great  landed  interest — that 
of  tbe  laiitre  manufacturers,  and  the  fund  holders  of  a 
national  debt,  amounting  to  more  than  seven  hun- 
dred and  fifty  millions  sterling.     In  order  to .  ac- 
eoonplish  these  purposes,  it  became  necessary  to 
oppress  the  poor.     Where  U  the  country  beneath 
the  stifi   in  which  pauperism  prevails  to  such  a 
fearifal  extent?    Is  it  not  known  to  the  whole  world, 
that  the  wages  both  of  agricultural  and  manufac-. 
tanng  labor  are  reduced  to  the  very    lowest  point 
Hecesijnry  to  sustain  human  existence?      Look  at 
Ireland — ^the  fairest  land  I  have  ever  seen.    Her 
laboring  population    is    confined   to    the  potatoe. 
Ramly,  indeed,  do  they  enjoy  either  the  wheat  or 
Ihe  Mef  which  their  country  produces  in   Kiicb 
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plentiful  abundaiiCf.     llischiffly   sent  abroad  fcr 
foreign  con-umpiit')n. 

Tbe  people  of  England  are  now  strugg:iing  to 
make  their  institutions  more  Cree;  and  1  trust  in 
God  th«y  may  succeed;  yet  their  whole  system  is 
artificial,  and  wiihout  breaking  it  down  altogether, 
I  do  not  perceive  how  the  condition  of  the  mass  of 
the  people  can  be  much  ameliorated.  In  the  pre- 
sent state-of  the  world,  do  friend  of  the  human  race 
ought  probably  to  desire  its  immediate  deitraction. 
We  ought  to  regard,  it  rather  as  a  beaeen  to  warn 
.  us  than  as  a  model  for  our  imitation.  We  ought 
never,  like  England,  to  *raise  up  by  legislation  •  any 
great  interests  or  monopolies  to  oppress  the  people, 
which  we  cannot  put  down  without  crushing  the 
Government  itself.  Soch  is  now  the  condiiion  of 
'that'country.  I  am  no  admirer  of  the  British  Con- 
stitution, either  in  church  or  state,  as  it  at  present 
exists.  I  desire  not  a  splendid  Governmeikt  for 
this  country. 

The  Senator  from  Virginia  has  quoted  with  ap- 
probation, and  sustained  by  argument,  a  sentiment 
from  De  Tocqueville  to  which  I  can  never  sub- 
scribe. It  is  this:  That  there  is  greater  danger, 
under  a  Government  like  ours,  that  the  Chief  Ma- 
gistrate may  abuse  his  power,  than  under  a  limit- 
ed monarchy;  because,  being  elected  by  the  people, 
and  their  sympathies  being  strongly  enlisted  in  his 
favor,  be  may  go  on  to  usurp  the  liberties  of  the 
country  with  their  approbation. 
[Here  Mr.  Rives  rose  and  explained.] 
Mr.  Buchanan.  From  tbe  gentleman'jt  expla- 
nation I  find  that  I  did  not  misquote  either  his  pro- 
position or  hi$  argument.  I  am  sorry  he  speaks 
under  the  dominion  of  so  much  feeling.  I  have 
none  at  all  on  the  present  ocea^ion.  I  shall  pro- 
ceed, and  at  the  proper  time,  and,  I  trust,  in  tbe 
proper  manner,  give  my  answer  to  this  proposition. 
The  Senator  hds  introduced  De  Tocqueville  as 
auftority  on  this  question;  and,  in  order  to  give 
greaier  weight  and  lustre  to  this  authority,  has 
pronounced  him  superior  to  Montesquieu.  Mon- 
tesquieu was  a  profound  thinker,  and  almost  every 
sentence  of  his  is  an  apothegm  of  wisdom.  He 
has  stood,  and  ever  will  stand,  tbe  test  of  time.  I 
cannot  compare  De  Tocqueville  with  Montesquieu. 
I  think  he  himself  would  blush  at  such  a  com- 
parison. 

I  may  truly  say  that  I  have  never  met  any 
Frenchman  or  Englishman  who  could  understand 
the  complicated  relations  existing  between  our 
Federal  and  State  Governments.  In  this  respect, 
De  Tocqoeville  has  not  succeeded  much  better  than 
the  rest.  I  am  disposed  to  quarrel  with  him  for 
one  thing,  and  that  is,  that  he  is  opposed  to  the 
doctrines  of  the  Virginia  and  Kentucky  resolu- 
tions. He  is  one  of  those  old  Federalists,  in  the 
true  acceptation  of  that  term,  who  believe  that 
.the  powers  of  the  General  Government  are  not 
sufficiently  strong  to  protect  it  from  the  encroach* 
meat  of  the  States.  Hence  one  great  object  of  his 
book  is  lo  prove,  that  this  Government  is  becoming 
weeker  and  weaker,  whilst  that  of  the  Stares  is 
growing  stronger  and  strdhger;  and  although  he 
does  not  think  the  time  near,  yet  the  final  catas- 
trophe must  be,  that  it  will  be  dissolved  by  its  own 
weakness,  and  the  people  at  length,  tired  of  the 
perpetual  struggles  of  liberty,  will  finally  seek  re- 
pose in  the  arms  of  despotism.  This  result,  in  his 
opinion,  is  not  to  be  brought  about  by  the  strength, 
but  by  the  weakness,  of  the  Federal  Government. 
I  might  adduce  nuny  quotations  to  this  effect  from 
his  book,  but  I  shall  trouble  the  Senate  with  but  a 
few.  He  says,  in  summing  up  a  long  chapter  on 
this  .subject)  "1  am  straneely  mistaken  if  the  Fede- 
ral'Government  of  the  United  States  be  not  con- 
staaily  losing  strength,  r«tirins?  gradually  from 
public  affairs,  and  narrowing  its  circle  of  action 
more  and  more.  It  is  natprally  feeble,,  but  it  now 
abandons  even  its  pretensions  to  strength.  On  the 
other  hand,  I  thought  that  I  remarked  a  more  lively 
sense  of  independence,  and  a  more  decided  ettach- 
ment  to  provincial  Gkivernment,  in  the  States.  The 
union  is  to  subsist,  but  to  subsist  as  a  shadow;  it  is 
to  be  strong  in  certain  cases,  and  weak  in  all  others; 
in  time  of  warfare  it  is  to  be  able  to  concentrate  all 
the  forces  of  the  nation,  and  all  the  resources  of 
the  country  in  its  hands;  and  in  time  of'  peace  its 


existence  is  to  ba  scarcely  perceptible,  as  if  thi ; 
alttraaie  debility  and  vigor  were  natural  or  p  '■■■ 
sible.'' 

*'l  do  not  foresee  any  thing  for  the  present  which 
may  be  able  to  check  this  general  impulse  of  public 
opinion;  the  cau-scs  in  which  it  originated  do  not 
cease  to  operate  with  the  same  effect.  The  change 
will  therefore  go  on,  and  it  may  be  predicted  that, 
unless  some  extraordinary  event  occurs,  the  Go- 
vernment of  the  Union  will  grow  weaker  and 
weaker  every  day."  Again:  »*  So  far  is  the  Federal 
Government  from  acquiring  strength  and  from 
threatening  the  sovereignty  of  the  States,  as  it 
grows  elder,  that  I  maintain  it  to  be  growing  weaker 
and  weaker,  9nd  that  the  sovereignty  of  the  Union 
alone  isin  danger."  And  again:  *'it  may,  however,be 
foreseen  even  now,  that  when  the  Americans  lose 
their  Republican  institutions,  they  will  speedily 
arrive,  at  a  despotic  Gonrernment,  without  a  lorg 
interval  of  limited  monarchy." 

Speaking  of  the  power  of  the  President,  he 
says:  "  Hitherto  no'if  tize  n  has  shown  any  disposi- 
tion to  expense  his  hcjor  and  his  life,  in  order  to 
become  the  President  of  he  United  States,  because 
ibe  power  of  that  ofiice  s  temporary,  limited  and* 
subordinate.  The  prize  of  fortune  must  be  great 
to  encourage  adventurers  in  so  desperate  a  game. 
No  candidate  has  as  yet  been  able  to  arouse  tbe 
dangerous  enthusiasm  or  the  passionate  sympathies 
of  the  people  in  his  favor,  for  the  very  simple  rea- 
son, that  when  he  is  at  the  head  of  the  Govern- 
ment be  has  but  little  power,  but  little  wealth,  and 
bnt  little  glory  to  share  amongst  his  friends;  and 
his  influence  in  the  State  is  too  small  for  the  suc- 
cess or  the  ruin  of  a  faction  to  depend  upon  the 
elevation  of  an  individual  to  power." 

Now,  if  this  greater  than  Montesquieu  is  to  be 
Relieved,  and  his  authority  is  to  be  relied  upon  by 
the  Senator  from  Virginia,  whence  his  terror  and 
alurm  lest  the  power  of  the  President  might  be 
s^itenglhened  by  the  infiuenee  of  the  lower  class  of 
Federal  office  holders  at  electionb?  Why  should 
they  be  deprived  of  the  freedom  of  speech  and  of 
the  press,  upon  the  principle  that  the  power  of  Mr. 
Van  Buren  is  dangerous  to  the  liberties  of  hts 
country?  The  gentleman's  landed  authority  is 
entirely  against  bis  own  position.  Now,  for  my 
own  part,  I  differ  altogether  from  De  Tocqoeville. 
Althoti^h  I  do  not  believe  that  the  power  and 
patrMiage  of  the  Piiesident  can  with  any,  even  thl^ 
least,  ju*ticr  be  coiispared  with  that  of  the  King  of 
England,  yet  from  the  very  nature  of  things,  from 
the  rapid  increase  of  our  population,  from  the  num- 
ber of  new  States,  from  our  gn  wins  revenue  and 
.  expenditures,  from  the  additional  number  of  officers 
necessary  to  oendoct  the  affairs  of  the  Govern. 
ment,  and  from  many  other  causes  which  I  might 
enumerate,  1  am  convinced  that  the  Federal  Execu- 
tive is  bc!coming  stronger  and  stronger.  Rest 
assured  he  is  not  that  feeble  thing  which  De  Tocque- 
ville repre.'ffnts  him  to  be.  Federal  power  ought 
always  to  be  watched  with  vigilant  jealousy,  not 
with  unjust  suspicion.  It  ought  never  to  be  ex- 
tended by  tbe  creation  o'"  new  ofiices,  except  they 
are  absolutely  necessary  for  the  transaction  of  the 
public  business.     ^ 

.The  Whigs  will  be  astonished  to  learn  that,  in 
the  opinion  of  this  author.  General  Jackson  has 
greatly  contributed,  not  tu  strengthen,  but  to  weaken 
Federal  power.  '-Far  from  wisbin.i  to  extend  it," 
says  he;  "tbe  President  belongs  to  the  party  which  . 
is  desirous  of  limiting  that  power  to  the  bare  and 
precise  letter  of  the  Constitution,  and  which  never 
puts  a  construction  upon  that  act  favorable  to  the 
Government  of  the  Union;  far  from  standing  forth 
as  the  champion  of  centralization.  General  Jackson 
is  the  agent  of  all  the  jealousies  of  the  States;  and 
he  was  placed  in  the  lofiy  situation  he  occupies  by 
the  passions  of  the  people  whiah  are  most  opposed 
lo  the  contral  Government."  He  st&tes  the  means 
adopted  by  this  illustrious  man  for  destroying  his 
own  power.  They  are:  1.  Patting  down  internal 
improvements.  2.  Abanconing  the  Indians  to  the 
legislative  tyranny  of  .the  States.  3.  Destroying  .' 
Ihe  Bank  of  the  United  States.  4.  Yielding  up  thf^ 
tariff  as  a  sacrifice  to  appease  South  Caroiinsu^ 
this  list,  he  mentions  the  abandonment  by  C 
of  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  publitp  '^ 
new  States  to  satisfy   their  imponj 


'^. 


.  'lilO 


AtlPfiNlin:  to  TBE  CONGUEftSIONAL  GLOBE. 


25 iM  Coo Sd  Ssts. 


Tnt  Maine  CorUraversy.-^Mr.  Buchanan. 


Feb.  US9. 


Senate. 


Siaif>>  ^ill  be  astonished  to  learn  that  Mr.  Clay's 
land  bill,  to  which  they  were  so  violenilx  opposed, 
gatre  them  the  greatest  part  of  the  revenue  derived 
trom  this  aoaree;  and  my  friend  from  Missoari 
[Mr.  Rtinton]  will  doubtless  be  much  disappointed 
to  hear  thai  President  Jackson  had  completely 
adopted  the  principles  of  this  bill.  De  Tocqueville 
his  communicated  this  information  to  U9,  and  he  is 
high  authority.  Hear  him:  "Congress,"  saya  he, 
"has  gone  on  to  sell,  for  the  profit  of  the  nation  at 
large,  the  oncultiyated  lands  which  those  new  States 
contained.  Bot  the  latter  at  length  asserted  that, 
as  they  were  now  fully  constituted,  they  ooght  to 
enjoy  the  exclusive  right  of  converting  the  produce 
of  the!ie  sales  |io  their  own  use.  As  their  remon> 
strances  bccsme  more  and  more  threatening.  Con- 
gress ihouf^ht  fit  to  deprive  the  Union  of  a  portion 
ef  the  privileges  which  it  had  hitherto  enjoyed;  and, 
at  the  end  of  1839,  it  passed  a  law  by  which  the 
greatest  part  of  the  revenue  derived  from  the  sale 
of  lands  was  made  ever  to  the  new  Western  Re- 
publics, although  the  lands  themselves  were  not 
Cf*ded  to  them.**  And,  in  a  note  to  this  passage,  the 
author  says:  "It  is  true  that  the  President  refused 
his  assent  to  this  law;  but  he  completely  adopted  it 
in  principle.  See  message  of  .8th  December,  1833.'* 

Here,  sir,  is  a  fair  sample  of  the  information 
which  passes  current  in  Europe  in  regard  to  ur 
and  enr  institutions,  and  this  proceeds  from  the  mo- 
dern Montesquieu!  Had  he  been  a  genuine  Mon- 
tesqnieu,  I  think  he  would  have  said,  Qtn,  Jack- 
son has  strengthened  the  Federal  Government  by 
arresting  it  in  its  career  of  usurpation,  and  bringing 
it  back  to  its  ancient  constitutional  course.  Thus 
all  danger  of  collision,  or  even  of  jealousy,  between 
it  and  the  States  has  been  avoided;  and  within  its 
appiopriale  sphere,  every  clog  has  been  removed 
from  its  rigorous  action.  It  has  thus  become  more 
powerful.  Lleve  'of  the  Union  is  a*  sentiment 
deeply  seated  in  the  heart  of  every  American.  It 
grows  with  his  growth,  and  strengthens  with  his 
strength;  and  never  was  it  stronger  than  at  the  pre- 
sent moment.  One  great  cause  of  this  is,  that  Ge- 
neral Jackson  has  denied  himself  every  power  not 
clearly  granted  by  the  Constitution;  whilst  he  has, 
with  a  firmness  and  rnergy  peculiar  to  himself,  ex- 
erted all  those  which  have  been  clearly  conferred 
uj^n  the  General  GK>vemraent«  Butenoaghof  this. 

jNow,  sir,  I  cannot  agree  with  the  Senator  from 
Virginia,  according  to  the  explanation  which  he 
has  given,  that  there  is  greates  danger  of  usurpa- 
tion by  an  elective  President,  than  by  a  limited 
hereditary  monarch.     His  was  an  argument  to 

Ce,  that  in  this  respect,  a  linlited  monarchy 
the  advantage  over  our  Republican  form  of 
Government.  If  this  be  true,  then  our  Govern- 
ment, in  one  particular  at  least,  is  worse  than  that 
of  England.  Now,  sir,  upon  what  argument  does 
the  gentleman  predicate  this  conclusion?  Does  he 
no|  perceive  that  it  is  upon  an  entire  want  of  con- 
fidence in  the  people  of  the  United  Stated  He 
fearsftheir  feelings  may  become  soienlisted  in  favor|of 
some  popular  Chief  Magistrate  who  has  been  elect- 
ed by  their  suffrages—their  passions  may  become 
so  excited— that  he  may  ride  upon  their  backs  into 
despotic  power.  Now  I  do  not  believe  any  such 
thing.  1  feel  the  utmost  confidence  in  the  people. 
As  lone  as  they  remain  mtelligent  and  virtuous, 
they  will  be  both  able  and  willing  to  defend  their 
own  cause,  and  protect  their  own  liberties  from  the 
assaults  of  an  usurper,  whether  they  be  open  or 
disguised.  Their  passions  will  never  drive  them  to 
commit  suicide  upon  themselves.  It  is  true  the 
people  may  go  wrong  on  som^  questions.  In  my 
opinion,  they  have  recently  gone  wrong  in  some 
of  the  States;  but  I  rely  upon  their  sober  second 
thought  to  correct  the  evil.  On  a  question,  how- 
ever, between  liberty  and  slavery,  until  they  are  fit 
to  te  slaves,  there  can  be  no  danger. 

The  Senator  has  exptessed  the  opinion,  with 
great  confidence;  that  ours  is  a  far  stronger  Execu- 
tive Government  than  that  of  England;  and  has 
sustained  this  opinion  by  an  enumeration  of  oflice 
holders,  and  an  argument  to  which  I  shall  not  spe- 
cially refer.  Let  any  man  institute  a  comparison 
between  ihe  two,  and  he  will  find  that  this  is  but 
the  creation  of  a  brilliant  imagination.  I  got  a 
frien'l  in  the  library  last  evening  to  collect  some 
statistical  information  for  me  on  this  subject.  Even 


now,  in  the  lime  of  peace,  th^  British  army  excee<ls 
101,000  men,  including  ofi&cers;  and  their  vesseU 
of  war  in  commission  are  one  hundred  and  ninety- 
one.  ^How  will  our  army  of  13,000  men,  and  our 
navy  consisting  of  tweniy>six  vessels  in  commis- 
sion, compare  with  this  airay  of  fdrce,  and  this 
source  of  patronage?  The  ofllcersof  the  British, 
army  and  navy,  appointed  by  the  crown,  hold 
seats  in  parliament,  and  engage  actively  in  the  bu- 
siness of  electioneering.  No  law  prohibits  them 
from  exerting  their  influence  at  elections;  and  the 
bill  of  the  Senator  from  Kentucky,  in  this  respect, 
bears  a  close  resemblance  to  the  act  of  Parliament. 
No  jealousy  is  manifested  in  either  towards  the 
higher  officers.  It  is  only  those  of  the  humble  class 
who  are  deprived  of  their  rights. 

On  the  5th  January,  1836,  the  public  debt 
of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  amounted  to 
^760,394,554  7  24  sterling,  say,  in  round  num- 
bers, to  thirty-six  hundred  milliens  of  dollars.  The 
interest  of  every  man  who  owns  any  portion  of 
this  vast  national  debt  is  involved  in  and  identi- 
fied with  the  power  of  th  e  British  Government.  It 
is  by  the  exertion  of  this  power  alone,  that  the  an- 
nual interest  upon  his  money  can  be  collected  from 
the  people.  In  order  to  pay  this  interest  and  sus- 
tain the  Government,  there  was  collected  from  the 
British  people,  in  the  form  of  customs  and  internal 
taxes,  during  the  year  ending  on  the  5th  January, 
1836,  the  sum  of  ^^53,589,992  4  Bi  sterling;  say, 
in  round  numbers,  two  hundred  and  fifty-two  mil- 
lions of  dollars.  What  a  vast  field  for  patronage 
is  here  presented  !  How  does  our  revenue,  of  some 
twenty  or  twenty-five  millions  of  dollars,  compare 
with  this  aggregate?  Then  there  is  the  patronage 
attached  to  the  East  and  West  Indies,  to  the  Cana- 
das,  and  to  British  possessions  scattered  all  over 
the -earth.  The  Government  of  England  is  a  con- 
solidated Government.  It  is  not  like  ours,  com- 
posed of  sovereign  States;  all  whose  domestic  offi- 
cers  are  appointed  by  State  authority.  The  King 
is  the  exclusive  fountain  of  oflice  and  of  honors 
and  of  nobility  throughout  his  vast  dominions. 
What  is  the  fact  in  regard  to  the  Gteneral  Gtovem- 
ment?  With  the  exception  of  post  ofllcers,  its  pa- 
tronage is  almost  exclusively  confined  to  the  ap- 
pointment of  custom-house  officers  alohg  our  mari- 
time frontier,  and  land  officers  near  our  western 
limits.  Throughout  the  vast  intermediate  space,  a 
man  may  grow  old  without  ever,seeing  a  Federal  ci- 
vil officer,  unless  it  be  a  postmaster.  I  adduce  these 
facts  for  the  purpose,  not  of  proving  that  we  ought 
not  to  exercise  a  wholesome  jealousy  towards  the 
Federal  Government,  but  for  that  of  showing  how 
unjust  it  is  to  compare  the  power  and  patronage  of 
the  President  of  the  United  States' with  that  of  the 
King  of  England.  You  might  as  well  compare  the 
twinkling  of  the  inosi  distant  star  in  the  firmament 
of  Heaven  with  the  blaze  of  the  meridian  sun. 
May  this  ever  continue  to  be  the  case ! 

I  will  tell  the  Senator  from  Kentucky  how  far  I 
am  willing  to  proceed  with  him  in  punishing  pub- 
lic officers.  If  a  postmaster  will  abuse  his  frank- 
ing privilege,  as  I  know  to  my  sorrow  has  been 
done  in  some  instances,  by  converting  it  into  the 
means  of  flooding  the  surrounding  country,  with 
base  libels  in  the  form  of  electioneering  pamphlets 
and  handbills,  let  such  an  officer  be  instantly  die- 
missed  and  punished.  If  any  district  attorney 
should  either  favor  or  oppress  debtors  to  Govern- 
ment, for  the  purpose  of  promoting  the  interest  of 
his  party,  he  ought  to  share  a  similar  fate.  So  if  a 
collector  Will  grant  privileges  in  the  execution  of 
his  office  to  one  impprter,  which  he  denies  to 
another,  in  order  to  subserve  the  views  of  his  par- 
ly, he  ought  to  be  dismissed  from  office  and  pun- 
ished for  his  ofifence.  I  would  not  tolerate  any 
such  official  misconduct.  But  whilst  a  man  faith- 
fullyand  impartially  discharges  all  the  duties  of 
his  office,  let  him  not  be  punished  for  expressing 
his  opinion  in  regard  to  the  merits  or  demerits  of 
any  candidate.  Above  all,  let  us  not  violate  the 
Constitution,  in    order  to  )>unish  an  officer. 

The  Senator  from  Virginia  has  of  late  appealed 
to  us  often  to  rise  above  mere  party,  and  to  go  for 
our  country.  Such  appeals  are  not  calculated  to 
produce  any  deep  impression  on  my  mind;  be- 
cause, in  supporting  my  party,  I  honestly  believe  I 
am,  in  the  best  manner,  promoting  the  interest  of 


my  country.  I  am,  but  I  trust  not  serrilely,a 
party  man.  I  support  the  present  President,  not 
because  I  think  him  the  wisest  or  best  man  aliTe, 
but  because  he  is  the  faithful  and  able  repreaeota- 
tive  of  my  principles.  As  long  as  he  shall  con- 
tinue to  maintain  these  principles,  he  shall  receiTe 
my  cordial  support;  but  not  one  momest  longer. 
I  do  not  oppose  my  friends  on  this  side  ofthi 
House,  l>ecause  I  entertain  unkind  feelings  to- 
wards them  personally.  On  the  contraiy,  I  esteem 
and  respect  many  of  them  highly.  It  is  ai^nsi 
the  political  principles,  of  which  they  are  the  ex- 
ponents that  I  make  war. 

F support  the  President,  because  he  is  in  favor  of 
a  strict  and  limited  construction  of  the  ConstimtioD, 
according  to  the  true  spirit  of  the  Viri^iDia  aod 
Kentucky  resolutions.  I  firmly  believe  £atif  this 
Government  is  to  remain  powerful  and  pemaneot, 
it  can  only  be  by  never  assuming  donbtfal  powrn, 
which  must  necessari'y  bring  it  into  collisioii  viih 
the  States.  It  is  not  difficult  to  foresee  what  woaid 
be  the  termination  of  such  a  career  of  usarpatioa 
on  the  rights  4>f  the  States. 

I  oppoM  the  Whig  party,  because,  aocordiog  to 
their  reading  of  the  Constitution,  Congress  posses, 
and  they  think  ought  to  exercise,  powen  vhieh 
would  endanger  the  rights  of  the  States  and  the  li- 
berties of  the  people.  Such  a  free  constroction  of 
the  Constitution  as  can  derive  from  the  simple 
power  **  to  lay  and  collect  taxes,"  that  of  creatmg 
a  National  Bank,  appears  to  me  to  be  fraught  wiik 
imminent  danger  to  the  country.  I  am  opposed  to 
the  party  so  liberal  in  their  construction  of  (be  Con- 
stitution, as  to  mfer  the  existence  of  a  power  in  the 
Federal  Government  to  create  and  circulate  a  paper 
currency  for  the  whole  Union,  from  the  claose 
which  merely  authorizes  Congress  **  to  regulate 
commerce  with  foreign  nations  and  amentt  the» 
veral  States,  and  with  the  Indian  tribes.^'  Soch 
constructions  would  establish  precedeots  vhieh 
might  call  into  existence  other  alien  and  seditioa 
laws;  and  it  is  such  a  construction  which  has  given 
birth  to  the  bill  now  before  the  Senate,  deayiog  the 
freedom  of  speech  and  of  the  press  to  a  respectable 
portion  of  our  citizens. 

Should  the  time  ever  arrive  when  these  priaeiples 
shall  be  carrisd  into  practice,  and  when  the  Federal 
Government  shall  control  the  whole  paper  systen 
of  the  country,  either  by  the  ageney  of  a  Nattoul 
Bank,  or  an  immediate  issue  of  its  own  paper,  onr 
liberties  will  then  be  in  the  greatest  danger.  In  ad- 
dition to  the  constitutional  patronage  of  thePresi* 
dent,  confer  upon  him  the  influence  which  woald 
result  from  the  establishment  of  a  National  Bank, 
and  you  may  make  him  too  powerful  for  ihe  pM* 
pie.  Such  a  bank,  spreading  its  branches  inlo 
every  State,  controlling  all  the  State  institutions, 
am  able  to  destroy  any  of  them  at  pleasure,  woild 
be  a  fearful  engine  of  Executive  power.  It  vooM 
indissolobly  connect  the  mcney  power  with  tli 
power  of  the  Federal  Government;  and  such  aa  aain.* 
might,  I  fear,  prove  irresistible.  The  people  of  the  s 
States  might  still  continue  to  exercise  the  right  of 
sufirage;  all  the  forms  of  the  Constitution  mghibtl 
preserved,  and  they  might  delude  themselves  with  I 
the  idea  that  they  were  yet  free,  whilst  themonqelj 
influence  had  insinuated  itself  into  the  very  vitthi 
of  the  State,  and  was  covertly  controlling  eveiyf; 
election. 


THE  MAINE  CONTROVERSY. 

DEBATE  IN  THE  SENATE, 
TufisDAY,  Feb.  96,  1839. 
A  message  was  received  from  the  Presideat  of 
the  United  States,  together  with  documents,  oa  the 
subject  of  the  recent  and  existing  difficsltin  h» 
tween  the  people  and  authorities  of  Maine  andNcv 
Brunswick.  The  Message  and  documents  werrrcai 
throughout,  and  concurred  moat  precisely  with  the 
accounts  of  these  matters  heretofore  published,  ft 
further  appeared  that  the  British  Minister,  Mr.  Foi| 
had,in  a  communication  to  the  Uni led  States  Eiscf 
tive,  declared,  in  concurrence  with  the  LienieMi< 
Governor  of  New  Brunswick,  that  it  was  mH 
known  that  the  whole  of  the  4iaputed  terrrtoiyhil 
been  placed  under  the  exclusive  jurisdictioB  iBU' 
tish  authority,  and  that  it  was  bound  so  to 
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by  aQ  express  agreement  between  the  two  powers; 
and  on  this  ground  Mr.  Fox  demauded  (hat  Maine 
shonld  be  ordered  to  withdraw  her  Uoops  from  ilie 
territory.  The  President  altogeiher  and  expres>ly 
denied  the  existence  of  any  such  agreement, 
either  express  or  implied,  and'  called  on  Mr.  Fox 
to  point  oat  the  passages  or  stipulations  on  which 
this  assomptioD  was  founded,  wherupooMr.  Foxde- 
idared  the  two  Governments  at  direct  variance  on  this 
point,  entered  his  "pioiest  in  the  mo&l  formal  man- 
ner** agaia*^t  the  ground  thus  taken  by  the  Presi- 
denty  that  no  such  agreement  existed,  and  declared 
his  intention,  forthwith,  to  communicate  wiih  his 
Government  en  this  point,  and  wait  for  Turther  in- 
structions. The  message  maintained  that  the  cor- 
respondence between  the  two  conflicting  parties  ex- 
pFKsly  dbproved  the  existence  of  any  such  agree- 
ment, and  showed  that  each  was  to  exercise  the 
rights  and  jurisdiction  which  they  already  possessed, 
withoat  any  attempt  at  their  advance,  so  as  to 
avoid  collision.  It  also  maintained  that  Maine  had 
a  right  to  arrest  the  depredators  on  the  territory, 
and  intimated  an  intention  to  the  President  to  en- 
deavor again  to  settle  the  difficulty  by  referring  it 
to  the  arbitration  of  a  third  power.  But  if  the  au- 
thorities of  New  Bronswick  should  persist  in  main- 
taining by  force  the  assumption  of  exclusive  juris- 
diction over  the  territory,  the  President  would  then 
consider  that  contingency  as  having  arisen  in  which 
it  would  be  proper  for  a  State  to  call  for  aid  from 
the  General  Qovernment.  It  further  appeared  that 
the  President  had  recommended  to  the  Executive 
of  Maine  to  disband  her  troops  as  the  first  step  to 
be  taken  toward  a  return  to  a  peaceful  negotiation 
of  the  contioversy. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  said  that,  in  rising  to  move 
the  reference  of  this  message  and  the>e  documents 
to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations,  he  deemed 
it  bis  doty  to  submit  a  few  observations  to  the  Se- 
nate. In  this  whole  matter  his  ardent  desire  was, 
that  the  Government  of  the  United  States  might 
pnrsne  such  a  course,  if  this  could  be  dune  wi'h 
honor,  as  to  preserve  peace  between  the  two  coun- 
tries; and,  if  that  object  could  not  be  accomplished, 
that  our  course  might  be  so  firm,  consistent,  and 
dignified,  as  to  secure  the  universal  approbation  of 
OOF  coDstituepts.  He  desired  that  our  cause  might 
not  only  be  jast  in  itself,  but  that  it  might  be  con- 
ducted in  such  a  manner  as  to  leave  no  doubt  of  its 
justice  among  the  people  of  all  political  parties  of 
the  country;  because  he  believed  they  w  ere  all  ac- 
tuated by  the  same  desire  to  preserve  untarnished 
the  honor  of  the  nation.  If  war  must  come,  we 
should  endeavor  to  inspire  a  unanimity  of  senti- 
mtiit  among  the  Americm  people;  and  then,  in  a 
Tigbteous  cause,  we  should  be  irresistible. 

In  regard  to  our  title  to  the  disputed  territory,  he 
had  but  little  to  say.  It  wai  sufficient  for  him  to 
declare  most  solemnly  that,  of  all  the  important 
questions  be  had  ever  been  called  upon  to  examine, 
this  was  the  most  free  from  doubt.  In  this  opinion 
he  was  happy  to  have  been  sustained,  at  the  last 
session  of  Congress,  by  the  unanimous  concurrence 
of  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations,  and  the 
vnanimous  vote  both  of.  the  Senate  and  House  of 
Kepresentatives.  After  the  adoption  of  the  resolu- 
tioBS,  in  the  beginning  of  July  last,  to  which  he 
referred,  he  had  fondly  hoped  that  the  British  Go- 
Ternraent  would  long  ere  this  have  entered  seriously 
ints  a  negotiation  for  the  settlement  of  this  ques- 
tion; but  he  was  sorry  to  say  that  the  same  procras- 
tination and  delay  which  had  hitherto  characterized 
their  conduct  still  contiuued  to  exist.  He  was 
liappy,  however,  now  to  learn,  from  the  note  to 
Bfr.  Forsyth  from  Mr.  Fox,  which  had  just  been 
ready  that  he  anticipates  an  early  settlement  of  the 
nneral  question.^  He  hoped  that  in  this  particular 
Bf  r.  Fox  might  not  be  mistaken,  and  that  his  belief 
rested  upon  sufficient  reasons  within  his  own  know- 
ledge. 

In  the  brief  remaiks  (said  Mr.  B.)  which  I 
Isave  to  make,  I  wish  to  present  a  few  points,  to 
'^rhich  I  ask  the  seriou'*  attention  of  the  Pen  ale.  The 
irhole  of  the  present  difficulty  cm  the  frontiers  of 
Bkflaine  seems  to  have  arisen  from  an  entire  misap- 

Srehension,  on  the  part  of  the  British  Government, 
1  regard  to  the  question  of  exclusive  jurisdiction 
oVer  the  disputed  territory-.  Sir  John  Harvey 
^cemsto  ha v«r  proceeded  entirely  upon  this  ground. 


I  wa'^  r.n  liulc  Mr  pr  >fil  n*h<*a  I  read  his  leMcr  to 
the  Govt rnvir  I  l\M;-.ii;e,. which  asserts  that,l>yan 
agreement  between  the  two  GovefnmeiU.*,  the  tcr- 
ritoiyju  dispute  was  to  remain  under -the  exclu- 
sive jurisdiction  of  England  until  the  controversy 
i>hould  be  determined;  because  1  had  supposed  that 
if  any  fact  had  been  established  beyond,  dis- 
pute by  the  correspondence  between  the 
parties,  from  the  day  when  the  Senator 
from  Kentucky  [Mr.  Clay,]  as  Secretary  of  State, 
addressed  his  first  note,  to  the  minister  of  the 
British  government  on  this  subject  until  the  present 
moment,  it  was,  that  their  claim  to  exclusive  juris- 
diction had  always  been  resisted  by  the  United 
Stales.  Froni  the  very  nature  of  things,  no  such 
agreement,  either  express  or  implied,  could  ever 
have  been  sanctioned  by  this  Government,  without 
national  degradation.  What  is  the  true  ^statement 
of  the  case?  Two  neighboring  and  friendly  na- 
tions have  a  dispute  respecting  (he  title  to  an  inter- 
mediate distridt  of  territory  between  their  acknow- 
ledged limits;  and  by  far  the  greater  part  of  this 
territory  is  a  wilderness.  Noir,  what  is  the  course, 
and  the  only  course,  which  the  very  nature  of  such 
a  questioa  would  point  out?  It  is  this:  that,  whilst 
the  dispute  continued,  each  party  should  retain  pos- 
session of  (hat  portion  of  the  territory,'  which  had 
been  previously  in  its  actual  possession;  and  the 
remainder  should  not  be  placed  under  the  exclu- 
sive jurisdiction  of  either. 

Now,  sir,  unless  I  am  greatly  mistaken  in  my 
reading  of  the  docuiiisnts,  such  an  understanding 
has  uniformly  exi>ted  between  this  Government 
and  England,  and  has  hitherto  guided  the  conduct 
of  both  parties.  Nay,  ^  more,  sir;  there  is  an  ex- 
press agreement  on  this  subject,  if  I  understand  the 
English  language..  After  the  Senate  had  rejected 
the  award  of  the  King  of  Holland,  it  became  ne- 
cessary to  open  a  negotiation  with  England  for  the 
purpose  of  settling  this  disputed  question.  At  the 
conclusion  of  Mr.  Livineston^s  notQ  to  Mr.  Bank- 
head  of  the  21si  July,  1832,  written  with  this  view, 
he  says,  "  until  this  matter  shall  be  brought  to  a 
final  conclusion,  the  necessity  of  refraining  on 
both  sides  from  any  exercise  of  jurisdiction  beyond 
the  boundaries  new  actually  possessed  must  be  ap- 
parent, and  will  no  doubt  be  acquiesced  in  on  the 
part  of  his  Britannic  Majesty ^s  provinces,  as  it 
will  be  by  the  United  States."  Did  the  BrKish 
Qovernment  reject  this  friendly  proposal?  Did 
they  then,  as  Mr.  Fox  does  now,  assert  any  claim 
to  exclusive  jurisdiction?  No,  sir,  no.  Sir  Charles 
Vaughan,  in  his  answer  to  Mr.  Livingston,  dated 
on  the  14th  of  April,  1833,  assures  him  "  that  his 
Majesty's  Government  entirely  concur  with  that 
of  the  United  States  in  the  principle  of  continuing 
to  abstain,  during  the  progress  of  the  negotiation, 
Jroni  exUnding  the  exercise  of  jurisdiction  within 
the  disputed  territory,  beyond  the  Umils  wUhin  which 
it  has  hitherto  been  lauatly  exercised  ky  the  authotitiet 
of  either  party."  Now  can  language  be  more  ex-- 
plicit  than  this?  A  distinct  proposition,  arising  out 
of  the  very  nature  of  the  question,  was  thus  made 
by  Mr.  Livingston,  and  it  was  distinctly  accepted 
by  Sir  Charles  Vaughan.  Is  not  this,  then,  an  ex- 
press agreement  between  the  parties?  I  had,  there- 
fore, good  cause  for  astonishment  when  I  saw  the 
claim  set  up  by  the  British  Government  to  the  ex- 
clusive jurisdiction  over  the  disputed  territory.  I 
cannot  help  believing  that,  when  Sir  John  Harvey 
and  the  British  authorities  come  to  review  this  sub- 
ject, they  will  arrive  at  a  diflferent  conclusion.  In 
that  event,  our  present  alarming  difficulties  will  be 
speedily  adjusted. 

Now,  sir,  (his  being  the  state  of  the  question, 
what  rights  remained  to  each  parly?  U  is  true  that, 
pending  the  controversy,  no  exclusive  jurisdiction 
can  be  exercised  by  either.  But  suppose  a  band 
of  lawless  trespassers  intrude  themselves  into  this 
disputed  territory,  and  proceed  to  destroy  its  value 
by  the  plunder  of  its  timber,  the  chief  article 
which  renders  it  valuable,  are  both  parties  obliged 
to  stand  by  and  look  tamely  on,  whilst  these  de- 
predatioiis  are  committed,  without  making  any  ef- 
fort to  prevent  them?  Had  nut  either  party  the 
right  to  drive  away  these  trespassers,  without  gi- 
ving any  reasonable  cause  of  offence  to  the  other? 
To  make  the  ^ase  familiar,  let  me  suppose  that  my 
friend  fiom  Missouri  [Mr.  Linn]  and  myself  own 


adjoining  plantations,  and  that  a  controversy  hns 
arisen  between  us  respecting  the  title  to  some  liai- 
her  land  along  our  boundaries.  In  order  to  live  at 
peace,  we  agree  that,  until  the  question  of  title 
shall  be  settled,  we  will  each  refrain  from  takmg 
possession  of  the  property  in  dispute.  Now,  sir, 
would  this  agreement  prevent  either  of  us  from 
driving  away  lawless  trespassers  from  the  timber 
land  to  which  we  both  claimed  title?  The 
two  questions  are  parallel.  It  appears  to  me 
that  both  these  Governments  hav.e  a  concur-' 
rent  right,  not  against  each  other,  but  against  law- 
less intruders.  I  admit  that  in  such  a  case  each 
oujht  to  act  with  the  most  perfect  good  faith  to- 
wards the  other,  and  retire  within  their  acknow- 
ledged limits  the  moment  the  object  is  accomplish- 
ed. To  drive  away  trespassers  should  never  be 
made  a  pretext  for  holding  permanent  possesttion  of 
the  territory  in  dispute. 

Now,  sir,  what  has  Maine  dose?  She  has  merely 
sent  her  land  agent,  with  a  sufficient  fofce,  into  the 
disputed  territory,  under  the  authority  of  her  Legist 
l.Mure,  to  expel  the  trespassers,  who  were  engaged 
in  cutting  down  and  removing  the  timber.  The  re- 
solution of  the  Legislature  hath  this  extent,  no 
more.  In  my  opinion,  it  was  perfectly  correct.  It 
does  any  thing  but  authorize  an  array  of  military 
force  for  the  purpose  of  assuming  exclusive  juris- 
diction over  the  territory.  It  is  merely  the  emplo}'- 
ment  of  the  land  agent  and  the  sheriff,  with  a  suffi- 
cient force,  to  expel  the  intruders.  It  ia  true  this 
force  was  armed,  because  the  trespassed  were 
armed,  and  had  declared  their  purpose  of  resist- 
ance. The  amount  of  the  appropriation  made  to 
carry  this  resolution  into  effect,  was  only  ten  thou- 
sand dollars.  Siirely  Sir  John  Harvey  was  mista- 
ken in  supposing  that  this  force,  led  by  the  land 
agent  and  the  :»heriff,  went  to  the  disputed  territory 
for  the  purpose  of  taking  and  holding  permanent 
possession  of  it  in  defiance  of  the  British  Govern- 
ment, and  in  violation  of  the  sub&ii^ting  agreement 
between  the  two  countries. 

But,  sir,  as  a  man  of  candor,  I  will  say,  that  in 
one  respect  I  could  desire  that  the  Governor  of 
Maine  had  acted  in  a  different  manner  from  what 
he  has  done.  His  message  to  the  Legislature,  and 
their  resolution  upon  it,  meet  my  entire  approba- 
tion. The  only  cause  of  regret  which  I  have  is, 
that  he  did  not  send  a  copy  of  ihe  message  and 
resolution  to  the  Governor  of  New  Brunswick. 
This  might  have  been  communicated  to  him  confi- 
dentially; and  thus  the  trespassers  could  not  have 
received  notice  of  the  intentions  of  Maine  in  time 
to  make  their  escape.  Had  he  acted  in  this  man- 
ner, it  would  have  placed  him  entirely  in  the  right; 
and  no  pretext  could  have  been  afforded  to  Sir 
John  Harvey  for  mistaking  the  character  and  ob- 
ject of  the  expedition.  It  is  true  that  in  point  of 
fact  it  would  perhaps  have  made  no  difference,  as 
he  has  expressly  declared  that  he  was  instructed  by 
his  Government  to  maintain  exclusive  jurisdiction 
over  the  territory,  and  that  it  was  his  fixed  determi- 
nation to  obey  this  instruction.  Still,  if  this  com- 
munication had  been  made  to  him,  it  is  possible  no 
difficulty  might  have  arisen. 

There  is  a  third  and  most  important  point  to 
which  I  would  call  the  attention  of  the  Senate. 
The  Governor  of  New  Brunswick  has  expressed 
his  determination  to  maintain  exclusive  jurisdic- 
tion over  the  disputed  territory  by  military  force; 
and  the  President  of  the  United  States,  in  his  mes- 
sage, has  expressed  an  equal  determination  to  resist 
any  such  attempt.  He  has  declared  that  if  Si:  John 
Harvey  should  invade  this  disputed  territory,  he 
will  consider  it  a  case,  which,  under  the  Constitu- 
tion and  laws,  will  make  it  his  imperative  duty  to 
call  cut  the  militia  for  the  purpose  of  repelling  this 
:nvasion.  Should  both  parties  adhere  to  their  de- 
termination, a  collision  becomes  inevitable.  The 
question,  then,  for  the  Senate  to  determine  is,  shall, 
the  military  seizure  and  oc4;upation  of  this  ter- 
ritory by  the  British  Qovernment,  under  the  pre- 
text that  they  have  a  right  of  exclusive  juris<liciion 
over  ii,  be  resisted  by  force?  Can  we  tamely  sub- 
mit to  such  a  violation  of  our  rights?  Is  there  any 
other  honorable  alternative  left?  Is  there  a  Sena- 
tor within  the  sound  of  my  voice  who  will  doubt 
for  a  single  moment  on  this  question?  I  sincerely 
believe  there  is  not. 
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The  iJaine  Controversy-^  Mr.  ffebeler,  Mr.  Clay  cf  Ky, 
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I  iiu  not  yet  Iwiieve  that  Sir  John  Harney  will 
per^^tsi  ia  a  determination  which  wonld  be  an  equal 
violat{ota  cf  our  loveretgn  rights,  and  of  the  ex- 
press agreement  of  his  own  €k)vemment.  But 
ou^ht  any  expectation  that  he  will  recede,  to  fndooe 
Oongre5i)  to  adjourn  without  furnishing  the  Presi- 
dent with  the  meanit  of  repelling  such  an  invasion? 
I  think  not.  Congress  cannot  be  convened  before 
SepTenaber,  because  until  then  several  of  the  States 
w6uld  be  withon^  Representatives.  In  the  mean 
time,  aelixal  war  with  a  powerful  nation  may  be 
forced  upon  the  country,  without  the  President 
having  the  means  of  resistance.  A  liberal  contin- 
gent appropriation  ought,  therefore,  to  be  made  be- 
fore we  adjourn. 

I  have  thus  presented  the  three  points  to  the  Se- 
nate which  I  deem  worthy  of  their  deep  and  solemn 
consideration.  Have  the  British  Government  any 
ri^ht  to  the  eiclusive  jurisdiction  over  the  disputed 
territory?  If  ihey  have  not,  has  Maine  violated 
any  right  of  that  Government  by  expelling  these 
lawless  intruders?  Shall  we  resist  by  force  any 
attempt  to  take  military  prissession  of  the  di&^uted 
territory  whilst  the  negotiati3n  is  pending?  - 

Mr.  R.  then  moved  the  reference  of  the  message 
and  accompanying  documents  to  the  Committee 
on  Foreign  Relations. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  said  this  was  so  novel,  so  un- 
expected, and  so  important  a  matter,  that  it  un- 
questionably demanded  the  grave&t  consideration  of 
the  Senate.  Mr.  W.  was  among  those  who  never 
entertained  a  doubt  that  the  nght  to  this  disputed 
territory  was  in  the  United  States.  II  had  appear- 
ed to  him  from  the  first  that  this  was  perfectly  clear; 
so  clear,  that  the  controversy  never  seemed  to  htm 
hardly  to  reach  to  the  dignity  of  a  debateable 
question.  But  as  the  matter  was  now  in  dispute, 
and  as  a  negotiation  was  in  progress,  with  a  view  to 
settle  it,  it,  of  course,  became  this  Government  not 
to  resort  to  any  final  measures  for  establishing  its 
own  rights  by  ii5  own  power  until  the  means  of 
negotiation  should  be  exhausted,  or  the  negotiation 
dotted.  Mr.  W.  concurred  in  most  or  all  that  had 
been  said  by  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania.  He 
knew  of  nothing  in  the  whole  history  of  this  con- 
troversy from  which  itcould  be  made  out  that  there 
was  an  explicit  agreement,  or  any  agreement  at 
all,  with  the  British  Government,  according  to  which 
the  jurisdiction  over  the  disputed  territory » pend- 
ins:  the  question,  was  to  remain  exclusively  with 
Great  Britain;  and  it  was  to  be  regretted  that  the 
representative  ol  her  Majesty,  who  insists  upon. the 
existence  of  such  an  agreement,  had  pointed  to  no 
passage  in  the  negotiation  between  the  two  conn- 
trie::,  nor  to  any  other  paper  or  document,  where 
such  agreement  is  to  be  found,  or  how  it  is  to  be 
made  out,  or  could  be  established  by  implication. 
Instead  of  this,  he  had  contented  himself  with  a 
foroial  protest,  and  with  a  reference  of  the  whole 
matter  to  his  Government  at  home,  and  had  thus 
left  it.  The  American  Secretary,  on  the  other 
hand,  had  given  his  decided  negative  to  the  fact  of 
any  such  agreement;  he  denies  that  there  was  any 
such  agreement,  either  explicit  or  implicit;  he  thinks 
there  is  a  great  mistake  on  the  other  side,  and  the 
scope  of  his  observations  in  his  letter,  as  is  evident, 
was  to  call  on  the  other  side  to  show  the  stipulation 
by  wt.ich  exclusive  jurisdiction  was  thus  to  remain 
with  Great  Britain.  But  the  British  Minister  had 
notj  in  hi9  reply,  showed  any  evidence  whatever  of 
any  agreement;  but,  on  the  contrary,  had  made  the 
denial  of  the  American  Secretary  the  subject  of  a 
formal  protest,  and  had  ended  with  a  declaration 
that  he  would  wait  for  further  instructions  from 
his  Government  at  home.  It  is  certainly  not  un- 
reasonable to  say,  that  as  the  British  Minuiter  ex- 
presses bis  surprise  at  the  fact  that  the  American 
Secretary  does  not  admit  or  recognise  an  txflkU 
agreement,  he  should  be  able  to  show  where  such 
a^ef  ment  may  be  found. 

Mr.  W.  aUo  entirely  agreed  that  it  wonld  have 
been  becoming  that  the  two  Governments  should 
have  had  a  conference  and  consultation  upon  the 
subject  l>erore  any  one  step  should  hare  been  taken 
in  any  way  which  should  look  hustile,  by  causing 
the  appearance  of  armed  men  on  the  frontier, 
whether  as  a  civil  pnu  or  military  force.  A  com- 
munication might  have  been  made,  notice  in  some 
way  might  have  been  given,  so  that  apprehrasiott 


might  have  been  allayed,  and  one  party  might  have 
seen  the  object  of  the  other,  and  have  understood 
that  the  pro6eeding  was  for  the  interest  of  both. 

Under  present  circumslanceb-,  in  the  predica- 
ment in  which  the  Government  was  placed  by 
these  occurrenoed,  if  it  should  be  the  pleasure  of 
the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  to  present  reso- 
iQtions  expressive  of  the  opinions  of  the  Senate  on 
the  subject,  Mr.  W.  wonld  certainly  give  them 
his  very  serious  consideration,  with  an  earnest  de- 
sire that  the  rights  of  Maine  be  maintained,  and 
with  a  deep  anxiety  that  hostilities  should  be 
avoided.  Or  if,  instead  ef  taking  that  conrne,  the 
honorable  gentleman  chose  to  wait  for  the  present, 
there  might  be,  and  Mr.  W.  hoped  there  would  be, 
early  advices  from  the  scene  of  operations,  of  a 
more  favorable  aspect;  and,  in  the  mean  timi,  a 
contingent  appropriation  might  be  made,  placing 
ia  the  hands  of  the  President  the  means  of  defend- 
ing the  country  in  case  of  necessity.  For  this, 
most  certainly,  Mr.  W.  wou!d  vote,  and  he  hoped 
that  this  whole  subject 'would  now  go  to  the  Ci>in- 
mittee  on  Foreign  Relations.  That  coipmittee 
could  obtain,  whenever  it  shall  see  fit,  an  expres- 
sion of  the  views  of  the  Senate  upon  the  whole 
subject 

Mr.  W.  proceeded  to  say  that  it  was  now  nearly 
a  twelvemonth  since  he  had  expressed  the  opinion 
in  concurrence  with  others,  and  indeed  with  every 
gentleman  who  had  expressed  an  opinion  on  this 
subject,  and  also  in  concurrence  with  resolutions 
unanimously  passed  by  the  Senate,  that  it  was 
time,  high  time,  even  then,  and  more  emphatically 
is  it  high  time  now,  that  this  question  should  be 
settled.  Mr.  W.  did  not  now  rise  to  impute  blame; 
but  the  remark  of  the  member  from  Pennsylvania 
was  perfectly  just,  that  seeing  it  was  the  unani- 
mous opinion  of  Congress,  twelve  months  ago,  and 
of  perhaps  every  intelligent  man  in  the  United 
States,  not  only  that  the  right  to  this  tenitory  was 
with  the  United  States,  but  that  it  was  a  most  clear 
and  plain  case,  and  seeing  the  posture  which  that 
negotiation  bad  assumed  towards  the  close  of  the 
last  session,  it  is  proper  for  me  to  express  the  opi- 
nion that  there  was  a  ground  of  reasonable  expect 
tation  on  ihe  part  of  the  United  Stales  and  of 
Maine,  that  there  should  have  been  some  substan- 
tial, direct  and  practicable  proposition  from  Great 
Britain,  before  this  time,  for  the  settlenient  of  the 
question.  The  controversy  must  be  terminated, 
and  ought  to  be  terminated,  without  further  delay. 

Mr.  DAVIS  said  he  concurred  with  his  col- 
league that  it  was  qui*e  time  this  matter  was  set- 
tled. It  was  time,  because  the  great  right  of  the 
parties  was  perfectly  clear.  And  there  was  yet 
another  reason  why  it  was  high  time  that  this  ques- 
tion should  be  settled,  one  which  would  account 
for  all  the  existing  agitation  and  disturbance;  and 
that  was,  because  there  could  be  no  such  formal 
agreement  actually  entered  into  as  to  exclusive  juri59- 
diction,  as  had  been  alleged  by  Sir  John  Harvey,  and 
under  no  such  agreement,  even  if  it  existed,  could 
things  remain  without  collision.  It  was  wholly  im- 
possible; and  what  had  been  stated  by  the  Senator 
from  Pennsylvania  would  prove  that  it  was  wholly 
impossible  that  there  should  be  such  an  agreement 
without  conflict  and  difficulty.  One  statement  of 
the  case  was  this;  that  the  two  parties  were  in  dis- 
pute about  the  boundary,  and  they  had  agreed  sub- 
stantially that  neither  should  extend  their  jurisdic- 
tion, or  take  any  step  by  which  it  bhould  be  en- 
larged or  extended.  That  was  about  the  amount 
of  this  statement;  and  put  it  in  that  form,  or  in  the 
other  which  had  been  described  by  the  Senator  from 
Pennsylvania,  that  each  party  was  to  have  exclu« 
sive  jurisdiction  over  that  portion  of  the  territory 
oyer  which  it  had  before  been  exercised,  and  what 
was  that  portion?  Where  had  the  United 
States  and  where  had  Great  Britain  before  held 
jtirisdiction?  And  where  Were  their  and  our  boun- 
daries? Out  of  this  very  question  had  arisen  a 
conflict  of  opinion,  which  had  gone  on  till  Sir 
John  Harvey  now  insisted  that  Great  Britatn  held 
jurisdiction  over  the  whole  of  the  disputed  territo- 
ry. And  what  was  the  whole  of  the  disputed  ter* 
ritory?  Great  Britain  even  ibr  herself  had  DOt  settled 
this  question.  She  had  gone  from  one  point  to 
another,  but  had  never  marked  or  claimed  to  any 
known  bonndary .  She  had  once  marked  a  line  on  the 


map,  but  this  was  found  too  ab>Qrd  for  theKint  of 
the  Netherlands,  and  he  rejected  it.^fle  also  dfcjdi^ 
that  the  the  treaty  wa^  so  vague  in  its  dcscnp'jcm 
that  the  true  line  could  not  be  a^^certained.  Smoe 
then,  Grt^at  Britain  has  also  abandoned  hrriiQ^ 
on  the  map,  and  adopted  the  doctrine  of  the  Kid^, 
that,  as  the  true  line  cannot  be  identified,  one. 
must  be  agreed  on,  and  assumes  it  mast  givelw 
more  or  less  of  our  territory,  bat  no  one  knovs 
how  much.  She  has  fortified  herself  behind  tloA 
opinion,  unjust  and  ill-founded  as  it  is.  She  goes 
for  the  whole  dxspvltd  iernXoru. 

But  supposing  Sir  John  Harvey  was  correct  ia 
regard  to  an  agreement  as  to  ezclosive  jarisdictioB; 
where  could  he  find  the  limits  of  the  dispated  ter- 
ritory? He  might  include  Portland, or  goto  the 
line  of  New  Hampshire.  Mr.  D.  made  these  re- 
marks to  show  that  the  two  coantries  could  act  lire 
in  this  state  of  things  without  the  necessity  oft 
conflict,  for  the  jurisdictions  will  and  do  rtin  to- 
gether. We  had  therefore  learned  one  thiwr,  f* 
we  had  arrived  at  the  result  that  we  couldnotgo 
on  under  such  circumstances. 

One  word  more,  and  Mr.  D.  would  have  done. 
If  it  was  expected  by  Great  Britain  that,  in  coax- 
quence  of  her  claim  of  right,  any  part  of  this  ler* 
ritory  would  be  ever  ceded  to  her,  she  wonld  nefcf 
attain  that  object.  The  right  of  Maine  and  of  tlie 
United  States  was  so  clear,  that  they  never  coqU,. 
C(nmtenily  with  their  own  honor,  yield  their  right 
to  any  of  the  territory.  It  conld  never  be  done, 
and  therefore  Mr.  D.  Imped  that  Great  Briiua 
would  look  further  into  the  subject;  and,  seeing 
the  proofs'!,  which  were  satisfactory  to  our  minds- 
so  much  so,  that  we  cannot  doubt— and  had  pit- 
ted the  subject  beyond  all  question,  she  vonM 
then  withdraw;  and  that  thus  an  adjustment  wooU 
be  arrived  at  of  difficulties  which  had  nov  b^ 
come  of  a  mcsr  serious  character. 

We  shall  never,  said  Mr.  D.  reach  a  point  lest 
embarrassing,  for  obstacles  will  and  mart,  from 
conflicting  jurisdictions,  multiply,  iri-itatioa  and 
excitement  will  increase,  and  wc  shall  soon  retch 
obstacles  insurmountable.  It  is  therefore  time  It 
was  settled;  and  if  this  collision  shall  prodoce  th: 
desirable  event,  he  could  hardly  regret  its  oceff- 
rence. 

Mr.  CLAY  of  Kentucky  said,  having  before  hid 
some  official  connection  with  this  subject,  and  feel- 
ing a  deep  interest  in  the  affairs  relatiag-to  Hi 
Norihea5)tem  bonndary,  he  would  make  a  few  ob- 
servation.'*; and  hcbefifanby.expressingthevcrygrflt 
gratification  which  be  had  derived  from  the  paf-Hb 
and  moderate  tone  of  the  Message  of  the  Pnw^  J 
on  this  subject.  And  if,  in  the  spirit  of  this  m 
sa?e,  measures  should  be  adopted  by  the  fixecirffi 
hereafter,  Mr.  C.  hoped  that  war  between  tbetw 
countries  would  be  averted. 

On  the  question  of  the  title  of  the  State  of  Miise 
to  the  disputed  territory,  Mr.  C.  had  heretofore  c» 
pressed  himself  in  the  most  explicit  terms,  and  th|l 
right  he  could  never  doubt  for  one  moBMb 
Maine  could  not  even  have  a  clearer  and  more  i^ 
solute  right  to  the  disputed  territory  than  she  ud 
already,,  and,  for  one,  Mr  C.  was.ready  to  iM 
to  the  military  force  of  the  country,  wbeaei* 
pacific  means  should  be  entirely  exhausted— eke* 
dif  loioacy  should  prove  wholly  inadequate  to  se* 
cure  to  Maine  and  the  United  States  what  ci^ 
fully  belonged  to  them.  Mr.  C.  would  be  jnst  « 
ready  to  resort  to  the  nTtirnaie  means  of  obtatnn| 
redress,  as  he  would  be  if  a  portion  of  Keaticaj 
had  been  taken  possession  of  by  a  foreign  powea 

But,  while  Mr.  C.  said  this,  he  most  add  Uiattk 
Qovemment  of  the  whole  country  muA  4cm 
when  and  in  what  manner  it  would  maintaiaflii 
rights  of  the  members  of  the  Confederacy;  A 
for  one,  Mr.  C.  could  not  consent,  on  sdch  «fti 
lemn  eccasion  as  that  of  a  war  with  *  ^^^^jM 
power,  or  on  any  other  occasion,  that  the  mM 
one  of  tbe  twenty-six  members  of  the  ConfedeOO 
should  control  the  entire  Union,  or  that  onesbooH 
draw  the  entire  Union,  without  their  consent,  iaia 
a  war  with  a  foreign  power.  As  it  was  the  cjaii* 
sive  right  and  duty  of  this  Government  to  pmM^ 
by  war,  the  rights  of  the  whole,  the  GoveMJJJ 
of  the  whole  muait  judge  as  to  the  proper  DM 
and  manner  of  enforcing  that  richt. 

In  regard  to  the  eonrse  of  lliahie,  there  «M 


Fd>.  1S59. 


APPENDIX  TO  THE  CON&RESSlONAt  GLOBE. 


^id 


S5th  Coho*«**3d  Sess. 


The  A/aine  Controversy — Mr.  Walker^  Mr.  NorvM. 


Senate. 


%fmk  eifeiMistane*  which  Mr.  C.  saw  oeoMion  to 
R^L  He  coBottrred  with  ibe  Senator  from  Peim- 
syHmiia  that  some  prior  notificatioa  oaghl  to  have 
been  gpiTett  aa  to  ifae  purpose  of  Maine  in  stmMoi; 
aa  aroed  foiee  to  the  Aroostook.  It  ooght  to  have 
been  gtv'ea  to  the  Eaccaiive  of  the  Uaitefl  States, 
or  lo  that  of  New  Bmosiriclr,  ode  or  both;  and  if 
it  had  been  (jiven,  the  pAssentdiffienUies  might  pos- 
sibly hktc  been  avoiiltd.  Mr.  C.  was  opposed, 
DOtwiihsiandiag,  to  the  claim  of  ezelosive  jorisdie^ 
tioor  over  the  territory  on  the  part  of  Sir  John 
Hartey,  and  he  wished  also  that  Sir  J.  H.  had 
fallen imdcrno  miseoneeptton of  the  real  object 
which  Maine  bad  in  view.  Notwithstanding,  that 
the  resolution  of  Maine  to  expel  intrader3  anii  ires- 
paasera  was  adopted  in  jiearet  session,  thai  it  had 
not  been  comnonioatrd,  as  it  atafely  nffeht  have 
bcrn,  10  the  Gorernment  of  New  Brnaswiclc  or 
the  United  States,  was  moch  to  be  regretted. 

.  But  with  respect  to  the  claim  of  exclnsive  juris- 
dioion  by  Cktpat  Britain  over  this  territory,  which 
had  been  asserted  by  the  British  anthorilies  both  at 
New  Bmnswiok  and  Washington,  so  far  fVom 
there  twf ng  any  sach  agreement,  (he  troth  was,  that 
the  British  were  wholly  ezdoded  from  such  johs- 
dietion,  for  neither  party  had  a  ri^hr  m  juri<kdiction 
over  the  nnocenpied  portion  of  the  td.  mry,  as 
might  be  seen  by  the  documents  now  and  he.  ccofore 
eoBwniraicated  to. the  Senate;  and  over  all  portions 
of  the  territory  that  were  occupied,  jurisdiction  was 
to  remain  and  be  maintained  as  it  was,  both  as  re- 
garded the  holding  of  juri^djction  and  the  posses- 
ion of  propejrty,  and  neither  party  was  to  make 
any  advances  to  strengthen  or  increase  iheir  jdris- 
dioiiott  or  possession;  and  if  atl  this  was  ro,  then  so 
far  from  Great  Britain  having  any  right  of  jnsis- 
dielion,  site  was  excluded,  as  well  as  the  United 
Sisaea,  from  all  possession  and  jurisdiction  over  the 
unoccupied  p<mion  of  the  territory. 

And  did  not  the  Senate  recollect  the  correspon- 
dence on  th?  subject  of  a  larg:e  force  being  recently 
marched  by  the  British  tbroagh  this  territory?  And 
what  did  Great  Britain  say  when  this  was  donel 
She  alleged  as  aa  eicnse  (hat  it  was  only  for  the 
purpose,  not  of  occupying  the  territory,  but  of 
leacbtfig  a  higher  and  exterior  destination,  and  felt 
it  neeessary  to  notify  the  Government  of  the  United 
Stales  of  the  movement.  On  that  occasion  Mr.  C. 
iMd  insisted  that  this  notice  aUJ  apology  by  Great 
Bntaiu  was  not  anfficieat,  and  that  she  ought  first 
to  have  asked  and  obtained  the  direct  and  express 
oonssut  of  the  United  States  before  marching  her 
troops  over  the  disputed  territory.  Now,  if  she  had 
the  exclosive  right  of  jarisdioiion,  as  had  been 
BMintained  by  Mr.  Harvey  and  Mr.  Fox,  where 
van  lAie  neeessfty,  in  that  case,  of  her  giving  any 
notilicalion  at  all  of  her  marching  her  troops  over 
the  disputed  trrritory  t  This  fact  of  a  notification 
proved  absolutely  that  Great  Britain  had  not  theik 
act  up  any  socbchtim;  and  it  was  very  remaikable 
how  tbisdalm  had  arisen,  and  how  soon  and  how 
t  it  bad  bean  strengthened.  Mr.  Pox  had  now 
it  to  stand  on  an  «rplle  i<  agieement 
■lid,  when  called  upon  to  point  it  out,  he  couM  only 
refer  to  his  own  Government.  This  claim,  Mr.  0. 
aaid,  was  very. extraordinary,  and  would  be  found 
wholly  onteaable. 

In  regard- to  the  proceedings  of  Maine,  a  great 
deal  was  doe  to  the  feeling.f  of  a  State  whose  rights 
bad  been  so  long  held  in  question.  This  negotia- 
tion bad  been  protracted  muoh  longer  than  was  de- 
sirable, and  Mr.  C.  thought  there  had  been  recent 
delays  which  required  from  Great  Britain  some  ea- 
tiafactory  explanation.  Her  late  troubles  m  her 
Amerioan  provinces  might  be  some  excuse,  and  it 
waa  evidently  the  true  policy  of  the  United  States 
to  press  her  at  such  a  moment.  Mr.  C.  did  not 
Iniow  bow  far  onr  Executive  had  acted  on  that 
iwliey,  and  had  urged  her  to  a  settlement  '  ^  this 
qoestiuQ.  But  it  had  so  happened  that  ne  ^  y  a 
]year  had  ps'^.^d  while  the<e  difficulties  in  Canada 
coniiaut-d,  and  no  proposition  whatever,  as  far  as 
Congre^  was  conct-rntd,  had  come  from  Great 
Bruain  on  this  stubject.  Mr.  C.  trusted  that,  dmw- 
jBBi^  Wisdom  from  what  had  now  occurred  in  conse- 
«iiience  of  delay,  and  from  the  great  and  i eminent 
baaaid  of  a  iWftf^  iha  two  Government^  would 
liasten  the  question  to  a  final  settlement. 


la  regard  to  the  docnments  which  had  now  been 
read,  Mr.  C.  thought  the  Government  here  ought 
to  enter  into  some  anangement  by  means  of  which 
existing  difficnliies  might  be  quieted,  and  depreda- 
tions on  this  territory  might  be  suppressed.  Aad 
Mr.  C.  did  not  know  by  What  authority  the  Gover- 
nor of  Maine  couki  undertake  to  enter  into  any 
species  of  compact  or  agreement  with  a  foreign 
power  or  province.  Mr.  C.  therefore  thought  it  • 
better  that  the  Presutent  or  his  aQihorized  af  ent 
should  make  an  arrangement  by  which  trespassers 
should  be  removed,  and  this  property  protected  till 
the  qustion  should  ha  settled. 

Mr.  C.  concurred  with  the  Senator  from  Penn- 
sylvania tbatihissnbject  should  go  to  the  Committee 
on  Foreign  Relations;  and  if  an  appropriation 
ought  to  be  made,  it  conld  i)e  done,  although  it  bad 
not  been  asked  for  by  the  President.  Mr.  C.  was 
ready,  at  whatever  price,  to  secute  the  peace  of 
the  country,  and  maia'ain  the  right?  of  Maine  to 
her  jo risdicr ion  and  territory.  "   . 

Mr.  WALKER  observed  that  the  matter  was  one 
of  such  momentous  consequence  to  the  country, 
that  it  became  the  Senate  to  proceed  with  caution 
and  circumspection,  surveymg  the  whole  ground 
before  they  look  any  final  proceedings  in  relation 
to  it.  It  struck  him  that  there  was  one  important 
matter  in  this  controversy,  that  had  not  been  noticed 
by  any  aentleman  who  had  taken  part  in  this  de- 
bate. While  the  negotiations  were  pending  with  a 
hope  of  bringing  the  controversy  to  a  happy  con- 
elusion,  Great  Briuin  had  given  secret  insuuciions 
to  the  <jk>vernor  of  the  Province  of  New  Brunswick 
to  enforce  the  right  of  that  cenntry  to  exclusive  ju- 
risdiction over  the  whole  of  this  disputed  territory. 
Now,  instead  of  this  being  an  advaiice  to  an  ad« 
ju>tment  of  the  difficulties  between  the  two  coun- 
t lies,  it  was  rendering  that  event  more  uncertain. 
Instructions  had  been  given,  for  the  first  time,  by 
the  Government  of  Great  Britain,  to  the  Governor 
of  New  Brunswick,  which  never  had  been 
communicated  to  the  Government  of  the 
United  States  to  enforce  exclusive  jurisdic- 
tion to  this  country.  Now,  as  this  matter 
was  to  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Relations,  he  weuld  say  one  word  in  reference  to 
this  part  of  the  subject.  In  one  point,  said  Mr. 
W.  we  all  concur,  that  the  territory  in  dispute  is 
within  the  limits  of  the  Siate  of  Maine.  In  another 
point,  we  also  concur,  and  that  is  that  Great  Bri- 
tain has  no  right  to  the  exclusive  jurisdiction,  and 
that  she  is  attempting  to  enforce,  by  secret  orders, 
a  ri^ht  which  she  has  not  hitherto  advised  us  that 
:he  claimed. 

Now  what  are  the  stale  of  atfairs?  We  are  told 
by  the  Governor  of  New  Brunswick,  that  he  is 
instructed,  and  that  he  is  prepared  to  enforce  that 
exclusive  jurisdiction  witii  all  the  power  of  the 
British  Government  at  his  disposal.  We  are  told, 
also,  that  the  State  of  Maine  is  determined  to  re- 
sist any  such  attempt,  should  it  be  made;  and  for 
that  purpose  the  Governor  has  called  out  a  por- 
tion of  the  military  force  of  the  Stale.  Now 
without  there  should  be  some  yielding  on  the 
part  of  the  Governor  of  New  Brunswick,  or 
the  authorities  of  Maine,  a  collision  must  take 
place  between  these  two  adverse  parties.  Then 
a  portion  of  the  territory  of  the  sovereign 
State  of  Maine  is  i&vaded  with  all  the  power  of 
the  British  Government,  and  whalare  we  to  do?  As 
an  act  of  justice  to  the  State  of  Maine,  and  to  the 
whole  country,  can  we  adjourn,  without  taking 
measures  to  prevent  the  citizens  of  Maine  from  be- 
ing slaughtered  by  the  British  troops,  without  the 
adequate  means  of  resislancel  1  bope  this  colli- 
sion may  never  take  place— I  pray  to  God  that  it 
may  not.  But  I  am  prepared  to  vote  for  an  ap- 
propriation lo  meet  the  contingency  apprehended, 
and  assist  the  people  of  Maine  in  repelling  the 
threatened  invasion. 

Mr.  NORVELL  said  he  rose  to  a  single  point. 
If  he  stood  here  alone,  he  should  take  his  stand  to 
fxpress  hi**  unqualified  approbation  of  the  wh«>l€ 
rniir.-eofthe  Guvernor  and  Legislature  of  Maine 
on  th  s  subj^t.'  They  could  have  taken  no  other 
course  with  honor  to  the  State.  It  was  time  that 
this  boundary  diffienhy  had  been  definitively  ad- 
justed. •  ThbGovemment  had  been  too  long  sleep- 
ing on  it:  and  if  the  Governor  and  Legislature  of 


Maine  had  not  made  a  movemeat,  demanded  by 
the  necesaity  of  protecting  their  property  as  well  as 
Iheir  jurisdiction,  we  should  still  have  been  asleep 
on  the  subject.  He  rejoiced  that  they  had  shown  a 
betomiitg  senaibility,  firmness,  and  courage,  with 
regard  to  their  rights;  and  he  hoped  ihat  the  Com- 
miuee  on  Foreign  Relations  would  indicate  some 
means,  or  recommend  some  decisive  measure,  to 
bring  this  great  question  lo  an  immediate  issue. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS  of  Maine  sakl  that  Senators 
were  unable  to  perceive  how  it  was  that  Sir  John 
Harvey  or  the  British  Minister,  Mr.  Fox,  c  u Id  as- 
sert a  claim  to  exclusive  juriadiction  in  the  disputed 
territory,  resulting  from  any  agreement  or  under- 
standing between  this  Government  and  Great  Bri- 
tain; and  while  Mr.  W.  denied  that  any  such  agree- 
ment was  ever  made,  yet  he  could  easily  conceive 
that  such  agreement  might  be  as  well  proved  as  the 
claim  of  the  British  Government  was  proved  to 
any  pertion -of  the  territory  in  dispute,  and  in  the 
same  way;  it  waa  nat  that  there  is  any  /onaiolien 
for  either  claim,  but  hf^hmaiic  correipcmUne^t  by 
which  alone  Great  Britain  had  succeeded  in  bring- 
ing into  dispule  the  treaty  line,  about  whidi  there 
was  no  uncertainty,  and  which  this  Government 
never  should  have  suffered  to  be  a  subject  of  dis- 
pute or  negotiation.  The  independence  of  the  Uni-' 
ted  States  might  as  well  have  been  brought  into 
question  after  the  treaty  of  peace  as  the  esta- 
blished limits  of  one  of  the  States  according  to 
its  ancient  and  known  boundaries;  but  it  had 
been  sufi*ered  to  be  made  a  question,  and  for  the 
last  twenty-five  years  a  subject  of  negotiation  and 
diplomatic  correspondence,  in  which  alone  is  to 
be  found  any  pretence  for  t^e  British  claim 
to  any  portion  of  the  disputed  territory;  and  in 
the, course  of  that  negotiation  and  correspond- 
ence there  have  been  claims  and  pretences  enough 
advanced  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain,  and  gene 
rally  denied  by  this  Govemmu^k  to  furnish  as 
good  a  claim  oa  their  part  to  exclusive  jurisdiction 
as  there  is  to  the  territory. itself.  And  it  is  not  to 
be  denied  that  this  Government,  for  the  sake  of 
preserving  peace,  and  in  the  hope  of  settling  the 
boundary,  has  yicMed  to  many  assnmptions  by 
British  diplomatists  which  we  may  find  cause  to 
regret.  The  agreements  and  understanding?  as  to 
the  possession  and  jurisdiction  are  not  very  expli- 
cit, and  have  been  repeated  in  so  many  forma  that 
it  is  difficult  for  any  one  to  comprehend  precisely 
what  was  intended;  and  although  he  would  by  no 
means  admit  that  they  sustained  the  claim  now  set 
up  by  the  British  authorities  to  exclusive  jurisdic- 
tion, yet  he  could  easily  imagine  that  the  British 
Gk>vemment  would  msist  that  they  do  so,  and  it 
will  be  a  long  time  before  they  will  agree  that  they 
do  not  sustain  that  claimi  We  have  already  de- 
clared the  British  pretensions  to  the  territory  in  dis- 
pute to  be  wtfownied;  we  now  deny  that  there  has 
been  any  agreement  by  which  the  British  authori- 
ties can  claim  exclusive  jurisdiction;  but  let  ano- 
ther period  of  twenty  years'  negotiation  pass  on, 
and  who  can  say  what  will  be  the  lesult  upon  either 
point? 

The  Senator  fr6m  Kentucky  thinks  that  Maine 
should  have  given  notice  to  the  General  Govern- 
ment of  her  intention  to  proceed  against  the  tres- 
passers, before  ^carrying  into  effect  her  resolves  in 
the  manner  she' did;  and  the  S.natorfrom  Penn- 
sylvania regrets  that  her  Governor  did  not  send  to 
Sir  John  Harvey  a  copy  of  her  resolutions,  and 
notice  of  her  intentions  to  execnie  them.  Why 
so7  Is  not  Maine  a  soverei$rn  State,  and  has  she 
not  the  right  to  make  and  execute  her  laws  for  the 
preservation  of  her  property  within  berr.wn  limits, 
without  first  giving  notice  to  this  Government,  or  to 
the  Government  of  a  neishboring  province?  Has 
not  Main*  the  right  to  determine  for  herself  when 
and  in  what  manner  she  will  exercise  her  autherjry 
within  her  own  territory?  Is  she  to  j^ubmit  to  this 
Government,  or  to  a  foreizn  Government,  her  views 

■  of  the  expediency  or  necessity  of  employing  a 
force  to  sustain  her  civil  officers  in  the  execution 
of  thair  doty,  before  she  may  be  permitted  fO  do  it? 
Suppose  she  had  done  as  the  Senators  ncem  to 
think  she  ought  to  have  done,  and,  iii  the  one  dt^; 
this  Government  had  advised  or  directed  her  to  stay 
her  hand;  do  yon  think,  Mri'  Prteidetit,  that  she 

[i  would  have  been  bound  to  obey  such  advice  or  di« 
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rection,  and  saffer  foreign  plunderers  to  have  carri- 
ed off  her  property?  Or,  in  the  other  case,  that  Sir 
John  Harvey  shonld  have  admud  or  emamanded 
her  10  treat  her  laws  as  a  dead  letter,  because  he 
had  a  warden  to  look  after  trespassers,  to  seizs  the 
tirnber,  and  to  put  the  proceeds  into  the  '*  ^ipwUd 
territvryfitnd" — think  you  that  Maine  would  have 
yielded  to  such  advice  or  commandl  Would  you, 
or  any  honorable  Senator  here,  desire  her  thus  to 
disgrace  herselft  Did  Sir  John  Harvey  ever  think 
it  due  to  Maine  to  give  notice  to  her  that  he  would 
appoint  a  warden '  of  this  territory)-  or  that  that 
warden  would  seize  timber  or  arrest  trespassers  on 
the  disputed  territory?  Ncrer;  then  why  ask 
Maine  to  do  sol  The  Governor  of  Maine,  as  was 
his  duty,  has  undertaken  to  execute  the  laws  of  the 
State,  within  the  limits  of  the  State,  and  was  un- 
der no  obligation  to  communicate  his  intention  of 
doing  so  to  any  man  or  to  any  Government,  and 
is  amenable  only  to  his  constituents.  In  the  execu 
tion  of  this  duty,  the  Governor  is  met  by  the  de- 
m«nd  of  A  foreign  G0vemment  to  stay  (iis  hand,  on 
the  assumption  that  the  exehuioe  jwriidkHon  in  the 
disputed  territory  belongs  to  that  Government,  and 
is  noti&ed  that,  unless  he  withdrew  his  land  agent 
and  force  from  that  territory,  an  armed  force  will 
be  employed  to  expel  them.  Why  this  claim  to 
extlurive  ivLTiffAiciionl  Where  is  the  evidence,  of 
the  agreement  of  which  Sir  John  Harvey 
and  the  British  Minister  speak?  The  exis- 
tence of  such  agreement  is  denied  to  Sir 
John,'  and  be  is  asked  to  point  to  it;  he 
has  not  yet  aiiswered.  It  is  denied  to  her  Ma- 
jesty's Minister,  [Mr.  Fox,]  and  he  is  called  upon 
for  the  evidence  to  sustain  his  assertion.  After  the 
lap^e  of  two  days,  he  sends  us  his  protest  against 
our  denial,  and  informs  us  that  he  will  tend  home 
and  obtain  the  directions  of  her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment. If  her  Majesty's  Ministers  cannot  find  it, 
what  theal  Will  Sir  John  be  called  home  and  his 
acts  disavowed?  Will  her  Minister  be  recalled, 
and  the  claim  to  exclusive  jurisdiction  be  aban- 
doned? No,  sir,  no.  We  have  noio  the  authority 
of  this  Government  for  saying,  that  no  such  exclu- 
sive jurisdiction  in  the  disputed  territory  exists  in 
Great  Britain  as  Sir  John  and  Mr.  Fox  pretend, 
and  the  acL^  of  the  Gk>vernor  of  Maine  are  sus- 
tained. We  have  the  assurance  of  (he  Governor 
and  of  the  Legislature  of  Maine  that  her  laws 
shall  be  executed,  and  that  her  force  will  not  be 
withdiu  vn  so  long  as  she  has  means  of  resisting 
an  attack  uf  on  them.  Should  Sir  John  Harvey 
proceed  to  execute  his  threat,  the  blood  of  the 
hardy  sons  of  Maine  will  be  freely  shed  before  Sir 
•  John's  purpose  can  be  accomplished.  It  has  been 
said  that  Maine  should  not  have  hazarded  the 
petfce  of  the  nation  upon  the  boundary  question 
while  that  was  a  subject  of  negotiation,  and  one 
Senator  has  said  that  he  had  no  idea  of  the  nation 
being  drawn  into  a  war  by  the  rash  proceedings  of 
any  State.      ^ 

Mr.  President,  how  is  this  quejtion  of  boundary 
a  subject  of  negotiation?  Has  Great  Britain,  since 
the  rejection  of  the  advice  of  the  King  of  the 
Netherlands,  ever  cons  :n  ted  to  open  a  negotiation 
as  to  this  boundary  line,  upon  the  haais  qfthe  tretdy 
of  1783?  Not  at  all.  £ver  since  1832  this  Go- 
vernment has  been  p'cssing  the  Government  of 
Great  Britain  to  enter  into  such  a  negotiation,  and 
that  Gh)vemment  has  constantly  refused  it,  insist- 
ing that  the  treaty  line  was  so  defectively  described 
that  it  was  impossible  to  locate  it,and  has  constantly 
endeavored  to  obtain  a  conventional  line  instead  of 
the  treaty  line.  And  what  has  been  the  result?  In 
January,  1838,  the  British  Government  proposed 
to  this  Government  to  form  a  convention  for  the 
appointment  of  a  commission  to  make  certain  explo- 
rationst  witkont  any  authority  to  decide  the  question, 
and  to  report  their  doings  to  each  Government. 
That  proposition  was  accepted  nearly  a  year  ago, 
much  to  my  regret,  and  what  has  come  of  it?  We 
learn  by  the  annual  Message  of  the  President  that 
notbing  had  been  done.  In  answer  to  a  very  re- 
cent call  of  the  Senate,  we  are  told  that  no  corre- 
spundence  has  been  had  upon  the  subject  since  the 
annual  message.  Hence,  their  own  proposition, 
made  more  than  a  year  ago,  and  accepted  more 
t)>an  ten  months  ago^  has  follen  to  the  ground,  is 


not  attempted  to  be  carried  out,  and  may  well  be 
regarded  a  dead  letter.  The  truth  is,  there  is  no 
negotiation  that  can  or  will  settle  the  line,  and 
there  will  be  none  until  the  necessities  of  the  case 
shall  bring  it  about;  and  however  much  the  horrors 
of  war  are  to  be  deplored,  this  boundary  question 
must  be  settled,  and  recent  Events  may  accomplish 
that  object,  peaceably,  I  hope;  but,  if  the  tenitory 
justly  oun»  cannot  1^  defended  and  preserved  to  us 
but  by  arms,  then  Maine  says,  and  the  nation  will 
say,  it  must  and  shall  be  defended. 

Mr.  TALLMADGE  moved  the  printing  of  the 
message  ani  documents,  with  five  thousand  extra 
copies  of  both,  which  was  accordingly  ordered. 

The  message  and  document*  were  then  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations. 


MR.  ROANE  AND  MR.  RIVES. 

DEBATE   IN    THE   SENATE, 
Friday,  February  15,  183i9. 

Mr.  ROANE  having  ccncluded  his  i<peech, 

Mr.  RIVES  rose  and  requested  Mr.  Nouvkll  to 
yield  him  the  floor.  He  Would  make  an  earnest 
appeal  to  the  courtesy  of  that  gentleman,  as  he 
considered  it  due  to  himself  to  reply  to  what  he 
conceived  to  be  a  personal  attack  by  his  colleague. 

Mr.  NORVjiLL  replied,  certainly  he  would 
yield  the  floor,  if  it  was  the  intention  of  the  Senator 
to  go  on  with  his  remarks  at  once.  He  had  4hree 
times  already  yielded  the  floor  to  gentlemen  who 
made  the  request  of  him,  and  the  Senator  from 
Virginia  [Mr.  Rivbs]  could  not  expect  him  to  yield 
it  for  to-morrow. 

Mr.  RIVES  said  it  was  his  intention  to  reply  at 
once-  He  confessed  that  he  had  never,  in  the  whole 
course  of  his  life,  been  so  much  astonished  as  he 
had  been  at  the  unprovoked  and  unjustifiable  at- 
tack of  his  colleague.  Had  a  thunderbolt  fallen  at 
his  feet,  he  could  not  have  been  more  surprised. 
His  surptise  at  the  extraordinary  course  which  his 
colleague  had  thought  proper  to  take,  was  only 
equalled  by  his  regret;  a  regret,  excited  not  \fy  any 
personal  injury  inflicted  on  him,  but  for  the  injury 
inflicied  on  the  reputation  which  belonged  to  their 
common  mother,  Virginia,  for  all  that  was  generous 
and  chivalric.  Although  his  colleague  and  himself 
had  differed  on  important  political  questions  for 
the  last  two  years,  yet  they  had  always  been  on  the 
most  cordial  and  friendly  terms;  and  never  did  he, 
until  ihis  moment,  apprehend  any  other  than  the 
most  friendly  feelings.  What  was  he  to  think  of 
the  manner  of  the  attack  made  on  him,  and  the 
time  chosen  for  it?  His  colleague  had  spoken  of 
the  friendly  and  kind  feelings  he  had  entertained, 
for  him,  and  ascribed  his  silence  hitherto  to  motives 
of  delicacy;  and  yet  he  had  come  forward  with  a 
preoncerted  attack  on  him  for  his  course  for  the 
last  two  years;  an  indictment  enumerating  all  his 
offences  against  the  party  for  the  last  two  years. 
Why,  he  w.ould  ask,  did  he  reserve  and  treasure  up 
all  his  indignation  and  excitement  to  this  moment? 
Was  this  delicacy?  Did  not  his  colleasue  know 
that  now,  at  this  very  moment,  in  the  Capitol  of 
Richmond,  his  political  enemies  were  consummating 
the  sacrifice  begun  here?  Yes,  ^ir,  said  Mr.  R. 
now,  at  this  moment  that  my  colleague  hax  chosen 
to  enumerate  all  the  oflences  which  I  have  com- 
mitted for  the  last  two  years,  the  altar  is  prepared 
where  I  am  to  be  immolated  as  the  victim.  His 
colleague  no  doubt  had  intelligence  of  this  fact. 

Mr.  ROANE  here  interposed,  and  said  that  hU 
information  received  heretofore,  and  that  which  he 
had  received  to  day,  was  of  a  different  character. 
It  left  him  no  reason  to  doubt  of  the  re««lection  of 
his  colleague. 

Mr.  RIVES  ccontinued.  His  colleasme  had  se- 
lected the  fifteenth  day  of  February,  1839,  the  day 
when  his  political  friends  at  Richmond  were,  per- 
haps, doing  public  execution  on  me !  Just  as  I  am 
in  what  he  and  his  partf  may  call  the  last  agonies 
of  political  dissolution,  but  which  I  look  on  as  the 
prondest  moments  of  my  life— just  as  I  am  about  to 
depart  to  another  stage  of  existence,  he  rakes  up 
from  (every  foi^otien  source  a  Long  catalogue  of  po^ 
litical  sins  iot  the  last  two  years,  and  presents  them 


to  rack  my  conscience  and  distract  my  mind  1  b 
this  delicacy?  la  this  what  mi^ht  be  expected  from 
a  colleague — a  man,  too.  Iron  the  Old  Denunion? 
He  bad  heard  from  several  sources  that  his  eol- 
league  had  sent,  under  his  own  frank,  to  Taiimis 
parts  of  Virginia,  many  copies  of  the  ▼imleat  ind 
outrageous  attack  made  on  him  by  the  Se&aior 
from  Connecticut,  [Mr.  Nilks,]  which  wassoei- 
tirely  void  of  argiument  or  reason  that  he  bad  dis- 
dained to  reply  to  it.  Was  this  a  proof  of  his  deli- 
cac)  ?  He  did  not  complain  of  this  as  being  beyond 
the  privilege  of  his  colleague,  but  when  Mr.  Roiax 
claimed  credit  for  delicacy  in  the  Senate,  it  is seD^ 
what  remarkable  that  he  was  not  actuated  by  the 
same  motive  and  feeling  out  of  the  Senate. 

His  colleague,  Mr.  R.  said,  had  spoken  of  hii 
Democracy,  which  was  now,  it  seemed,  the  distinc- 
tion which  the  dominant  party  arrogated  to  iiielf. 
He  had  never  said  that  he  was  a  Democratic  Be- 
pnblican.  That  title  was  unknown  to  our  giorions 
fathers;  the  simple  word  RepvhUcan  was  their  liile, 
and  it  was  his.  This  Government  of  oars  is  a  Re- 
public, not  a  Democracy.  Democrat  vas  the  title 
bestowed  on  Republicans  by  the  revilers  of  Repnb- 
licanism,  and  was  never  assumed  by  the  Republi- 
cans, at  least  south  of  Mason  and  Diioa's  line. 
The  distinguished  ancestor  of  the  gentleinan,  in 
whom  the  State  of  Virginia  took  such  just  pride, 
had  never  called  himself  a  Democrat. 

Mr.  ROANE  here  asked:  *<To  which  of  my  ii- 
cestors  does  the  gentleman  allude?*' 
Mr.  RIVES.    To  the  late  Judge  Roane. 
Mr.  ROAN B.    You  are  mistaken,  sir.    Hewu 
a  Democrat.    He  gloried  in  being  a  Dimocral. 

Mr.  RIVES  continued  his  remarks,  commenting 
on  the  efibrts  that,  were,  be  smid,  making  ia  Rich- 
mond to  defeat  his  election;  again  alluded  to  the 
speeches  of  the  Senator  from  Connecticut,  whidk 
he  said  his  colleague  had  franked  to  the  membenof 
the  Virginia  Legislature;  and  said  that  he  bad  beard 
that  his  colleague  had  written  letters  to  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Legislature  having  the  same  object  in 
view. 

Mr.  ROANE  remarked  that  his  coUogne  bid 
expressed  a  great  deal  of  surprise  and  astoni^ 
ment  at  what  he  was  pleased  to  consider  a  wanua 
and  unprovoked  personal  assault  on  him;  bot  be, 
himself,  had  more  cause  for  astonishment,  tfait 
his  colleague  should  think  proper  thus  to  chaiadcf- 
ize  the  remarks  he  had  just  made,  and  which,  ii 
his  opinion,  and  he  would  fain  believe  in  the  opin- 
ion of  every  member  of  the  Senate,  were  dirtin- 
sTuished  by  great  temper,  moderation,  and  f(N^ 
bearance.  Alter  an  almost  total  silence  ofnenily 
two  years,  while  his  colleague  and  himself  hid 
been  in  a  state  of  opposition  on  the  most  importnit 
questions,  he  had  chosen,  at  this  time,  the  most  ap- 
propriate of  all  others,  to  define  his  positum  moie 
clearly;  and  in  doing  so,  it  was  necessary  for  bit 
own  vindication,  it  was  due  to  their  mntaal  con- 
stituents, and  to  the  occasion  itself,  that  heafaonid 
touch  upon  the  course  of  his  coHeafue,  and  point 
out  distinctly  and  clearly  where  they  differed,  and 
the  causes  of  their  difference.  Ha  declared  meat 
solemnly  that  he  had  been  governed  by  no  per- 
sonal feelings  whatever,  and  that  nothing  had  been 
said  by  him  t^at  had  not  been  called  for  by  a 
solemn  thoagh  painful  sense  of  duty. 

From  motives  of  the  most  perfect  delicM^  be 
had  hitherto  refrained  from  making  the  reoailEi 
that  he  did,  and  the  restraint  he  had  imposed  oa 
himself  had  been  so  strict  a^  to  exette  in  t^ 
minds  of  his  friends  some  surprise,  and,  peihapa, 
caused  them  to  misapprehend  bis  motives.  It  wm 
on  this  day,  for  the  first  time,  that  he  considered  tbe 
restraints  which  delicacy  towards  his  oolleagoebad 
^m posed  on  him,  were  released.  His  infomation 
lefih'm  no  reason  to  doubt  the  fact,  that  bis  col- 
league had  been  re-elected  by  a  Whig  Legiifaitnre 
of  th6  State  of  Virginia;  and  as  his  ooUesgnebad 
thought  proper  to  define  his  position  in  a  manner 
that  would,  no  doubt,  be  gratifying  to  that  partfi 
he  had  chosen  this  day  to  define  Ins  position  in  as 
clear  a  manner,  little  caring  for  Che  effects  it  mid 
have  on  his  colleague*8 ,  new  friends  Nochin( 
would  ever  have  induced  him  to  open  hisiipnoa 
the  subject  of  the  ootine  taken  b/  hif  colkigi^ 
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while,  the  election  yet  remained  in  doabt;  bjt  the 
day  of  election  having  been  fixed,  and  believing, 
as  he  firmly  did,  ihat  it  was  decided,  every  restraint 
was  removed. 

My  eolleagae  complains  of  the  time  and  manner 
of  the  remarks  I  have  thoagbt  proper  to  make.  He 
thinks  I  ought  to  have  availed  m}8e)f  of  ihe  many 
occasions  that  have  presented  themselves,  and  that 
I  should  have  defined  my  position,  without  attack- 
ing him.  Now,  sir,  I  b^  leave  to  say,  that  I  have 
aever  complained  of  the  time  or  times  which  my 
collea«ne  had  selected  for  his  many  developments, 
and  I  must  claim  to  be  the  sole  judge  of  the  time 
when  I  choose  to  define  finally  and  fully  to  our 
mniaal  constituents  my  own  position;  and,  sir,  I 
thought,  and  therefore  chose  to  define  it  in  con- 
trast to  that  of  my  colleague  V;  it  suited  me  to  define 
it  that  way  in  preference  to  any  other. 

His  colleague  had  been  mduce^  to  believe  that 
he  bad  written  letters  to  the  members  of  the  Virgi- 
nia Legislature,  calculated  to  oppose  his  re-elec- 
tion This,  he  took  the  occasion  promptly  to  de- 
clare, was  untrue.  He  bad  written  but  two  letter?, 
and  these  were  strictly  confined  to  answering  in- 
quiries that  had  been  made  of  him,  and  were  not 
intended,  m  any  manner,  to  ihfl'Kirp  h??  election: 
in  both  of  them  the  delicacy  of  my  re'.*i:  -^n  to  my 
colleague  was  adv«.rtcd  to-asa  reason  wh>  nothing 
I  might  say,  even  in  rep^y,  should  be  brought  to 
bear  upon  his  pending  election  He  had  scrupu- 
lously refrained  from  any  correspondence  with  his 
nnmeroQs  friends  on  the  subject  But  his  colleague 
had  objected  to  him  that  he  had  franked  to  mem- 
bers of  the  Legislature,  in  the  course  of  the  session, 
the  speeches  of  a  member  of  this  body,  which  con- 
tained an  attack  on  htm.  It  is  true  that  he  had 
franked  such  speeches,  as  well  as  many  others,  and 
docn!cents  of  various  kinds,  to  the  members  of  the 
Virginia  LegLslaturc;  but,  in  doing  so,  he  exercised 
a  right  exercised  by  his  colleague,  and  every  Sena- 
tor on  that  floor.  He  had  considered  v.  his  duty  to 
send  information  that  he,  in  his  judgment,  deemed 
valuable  to  his  constituents;  and  when  he  did  this, 
he  did  it  without  distinction  of  party.  When  he 
sent  documents  to  one  member  of  the  Legislature, 
be  sent  them  lo  all — to  Whigs  as  well  as  Demo- 
crats- His  colleagno,  in  the  course  of  his  remarks, 
bad  taken  him  to  task  for  speaking  of  the  Demo- 
era^  of  the  country,  and  for  calling  himself  a  De- 
mocratic Republican;  denying  that  be  himself  was 
ever  a  Democratic  Republican,  or  that  the  Virgi- 
nia Republicans  of  '98  had  ever  been  known  as 
Democrats.  Mr.  R.  said  that  his  colleague,  in  the 
nice  distinctions  which  be  had  drawn,  would  hardly 
suppose  that  he  was  ignorant  of  the  meaning  of  the 
terms  Democrat,  Federalist,  Oligarch,  and  Aristo- 
crat. Sir,  said  Mr.  R.  I  have  never  known  a  man 
in  my  life  who  was  willing  to  acknowledge  himself 
an  Aristocrat  or  an  Oiigarchist. 

I  well  know,  sir,  the  impracticable  attempt  had 
never  been  made  to  form  a  perfect  Democracy  in 
this  great  empire.  Sir,  it  could  not  exist  even  in 
this  ten  miles  square;  no,  sir,  we  claim  not  the 
Democracy  of  Sparta  or  Athens;  but,  sir,  I  do 
contend  that  it  was  the  intention  of  those  who 
framed  and  adopted  the  Constitntion,  to  create  a 
Democratic  Republic;  ay,  sir,  a  popular  Govern- 
ment, a  Government  of  the  people,  as  contradisiia- 
^aished  from  one  not  controlled  by  the  people. 
Sir,  I  have  never  yet  met  with  an  American  citi- 
zen, native  or  naturalized,  who  did  not  claim  to  be 
a  Republican.  Oh,  yes,  sir!  that  is  a  general 
phrase.  It  will  embrace  all  of  all  parties.  But 
who,  sir,  does  not  know  that  when  the  two  oppo- 
site parties  first  drew  to  a  head  under  Mr.  Jefier- 
son  and  Mr.  Hamilton,  one  was  styled  the  Demo- 
cratic Republican  party,  in  opposition  to  the 
Federal  Republicans,  who  favored  a  latitudinous 
construction  of  the  Federal  Constitution,  and 
whose  doctrines  have  ever  evinced  a  distrust  of 
the<capacity  of  the  people  for  self- government 

Mr.  RIV£S  said  the  remarks  of  his  colleague 
confirmed  his  impression  that  his  coireague  had  not 
followed  thv  promptings  of  his  own  heart  in  this 
business.  The  reproaches  of  his  party  had  urged 
laim  on.  He  believed  that  when  Mr.  Roine's 
naind  hai  recovereci  its  usual  sober  tone,  he  would 
re«l  how  gralaitoQs  had  been  the  assanlt  upon  him. 


He  again  alluded  to  the  probability  of  his  soon 
Jeavlng  the  Senate.  Had  the  situations  of  his  col- 
league and  himself  been  reversed,  he  could  not 
have  made  the  attack  on  such  a  day,  nor  could  he 
have  sent  off  an  abusive  speech  against  his  col- 
league, as  had  been  done,  without  sending  off  its 
antidote — the  reply. 

Mr.  ROANE  said:  One  word,  Mr.  President.  I 
take  occasion  to  assure  my  colleague  that  be  isutterly 
and  totally  mistaken  in  supposing  that  I  have  been 
prompted  or  influenced,  in  the  course  I  have  pur- 
sued this  evening,  by  any  person  whatever.  My 
colleague  is  perfectly  ignorant  of  me  if  he  sup- 
poses that  every  member  of  this  Chamber,  or  all 
the  people  on  earth,  could  have  instigated  me  to 
an  act  which  he  did  not  approve.  Sir,  I  alone, 
and  of  my  own  motion,  have  done,  at  my  own 
prpper  time,  and  in  my  own  manner,  what  I  have 
done.  Not  a  human  being  in  this  Chamber  kaew, 
or,  I  believe,  suspected,  that  I  intended  to  tiddress 
the  Senate.  Sir,  whenever  I  may  repent  of  the 
course  I  have  taken,  as  is  intunated  by  my  colleague, 
I  shall  have  the  fraakness  and  magnanimity  to 
apprize  him.  I  again  repeat,  that  my  quanel  with 
my  colleague  is  not  personal  on  my  part,  but  entire- 
ly political.  If  that  assurance,  made  by  me  more 
than  once,  is  not  received,  why,  sir,  I  must  be  con- 
strained to  say,  that  I  cannot  care  for  it. 

Mr.  NILES  remarked  that  he  was  sorry  that  his 
poor  speech  should  have  been  drawn  into  the  con- 
troversy between  the  two  honorable  Senators  from 
Virginia.  Among  the  "private  griefs"  of  the  Se- 
nator over  the  way,  [Mr.  Rites,]  and  the  com- 
plaints he  has  preferred  against  his  colleague— that 
of  his  having  sent,  under  his  frank,  Mr.  N^  speech 
to  his  constituents — seems  to  be  regarded  as  one  of 
the  greatest  magnitude.  The  Senator  characterized 
that  speech  as  virulent  and  abusive — so  much  so, 
that  he  had  not,  and  should  not,  reply  to  it.  That, 
Mr.  N.  said*,  was  a  matter  which  concerned  the  Se- 
nator, and  not  himself.  He  can  reply  to  the  speech 
or  not,  as  he  pleases;  that  is  a  question  for  him  to 
decide  Ibr  himself.  But  he  was  surprised  to  hear 
that  his  speech  had  given  Ihe  Senator  so  much  un- 
easiness, when  it  is  deemed  to  possess  so  little 
merit  as  not  to  be  deserving  of  a  reply.  And  he 
regretted  that  his  friend  [Mr.  Roane]  should  be 
censured  for  distributing  his  speech  to  his  own  con- 
stituents. He  held  himself  responsible  for  his  oirn 
ji'ns,  and  did  not  wish  them  transferred  to  his  friend 
from  Virginia.  The  Senator  on  the  ether  side  of  the 
hall  [Mr.  Rivcs]  seemed  to  regard  his  speech  as  a 
sort  of  contraband  article,  which  oould  not  be  law- 
fully distributed. 

Whether  the  speech  was  virulent  and  abusive  or 
not,  was  a  question  which  he  should  not  nndertake 
to  decide;  he  left  that  question  to  the  judgment  of. 
the  Senate,  and  the  intelligence  of  the  country. 
But  he  wished  to  remind  the  Senator  that  the  speech 
was  delivered  in  reply  to  two^peeches  of  his,  and, 
if  it  was  virulent,  the  virulence  originated  with  the 
genjlleman  himself.  If  his  (Mr.  N's)  speech  was 
more  violent,  abusive,  or,  in  any  respect,  unjtist  to- 
wards the  Senator,  than  his  speeches  to  which  it 
was  a  reply,  he  was  never  more  mistaken  in  his 
life.  The  gentleman's  speeches  were  filled  with 
virulence,  crimination,  and  denunciation  of  the 
Administration,  and  made  in  advance  of  the  facts 
upon  which  they  were  pretended  to  be  founded.  They 
charged  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  with  delibe- 
rate fraud,  and  represented  him  as  a  "catspaw*'  to 
the  Secretary  of  War.  The  supporters  of  the  Ad- 
ministration on  this  floor,  were,  by  implicatiqn  at 
least,  charged  with  being  the  tools  of  party,  and  the 
vassals  of  the  President.  Their  motives  were  im- 
peached,  and  it  was  boldly  insinuated  that  they  had 
no  higher  motives  of  action  than  party  interests, 
and  the  *'rally  ing  cry  of  party.''  Such  was  the  lan- 
guage the  Senator  applied  to  the  members  of  the 
Administration  and  its  supporters  on  this  floor;  and 
yet  the  Senator  complains  that  bis  (Mr.  N's)  speech 
was  virulent  and  abusive.  He  was  aware  that 
those  who  are  most  nnreasitfiabie  and  abusive  to- 
wards others,  were  often  the  most  sensitive  to  abuse 
themselves.  But,  with  what  justice  the  Svnator 
complains  in  this  case,  he  would  cheerfully  submit 
to  the  Senate  and  the  country. 


REMARKS  OF  MR.  S.  W.MORRIS, 

Of  Phkwsylvania, 
In  the  House  qf  RtpresefUaiiva^  Februmryi  1839 — 

On  the  expenses  of  the  Investigating  Committee. 

The  House  being  in  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  state  of  the  Union, 

Mr.  MORRIS  rose  and  said: 

Ma.  Chairman:  I  believe  that  the  question  now 
before  the  committee  is  on  the  amendment  offered 
by  the  gentleman  frem  Massachusetts,  [Mr. 
Fletcher,]  the  effect  of  which  will  be  lo  direct  the 
marshals  lo  b«  more  precise  in  returning  the  age  of 
the  people  composing  this  great  Confederacy;  and 
the  main  argument  relied  on  in  support  thereof,  is 
the  great  importance  of  the  "statistical  informa* 
tion^*  to  certain  insurance  companies,  by  which 
they  may  be  enabled  to  calculate  the  value  of  lives, 
not  for  the  possessors,  but  as  it  may  affect  the  value 
of  their  stock  on  change.  Now,  sir,  my  votes 
here,  in  the  absence  of  my  speeches,  do  not  desig- 
nate me  as  one  of  those  who  are  over  anxious  to 
legislate  for  the  especial  benefit  of  corporations. 
I  cannot,  therefore,  sanction  the  amendment  with 
my  vote,  because  I  believe  it  will  unnecessarily 
enlarge  the  duties  of  the  marshals,  and  render  their 
returns  inconveniently  voluminous.  I  am,  how- 
ever, in  favor  of  so  extending  the  requisitions  for 
statistical  information,  that  this  committee,  this 
Honse,  and  the  people,  the  corporators  of  this 
nation,  should  be  fully  informed  of  the  "atoHtties'^ 
connected  with  "investigation  committees,**  of  in- 
vestigations conducted  by  committees  selected  by  a 
secret  ballot,  chosen  in  a  mode  by  which  the  action 
of  the  representative  is  fully  and  completely  hidden 
from  the  constituent;  of  investigators,  who  are 
themselves  the  first  and  most  prominent  in  de- 
nouncing all  expenditures  not  authorized  by  some 
positive  enactment,  or  which  savor  of  extreva- 
gince.  Sir,  I  commend  all  this  holy  indignation, 
and  doubt  not  its  sincerity.  Were  my  powers  of 
expression  «but  half  equal  to  the  thoughts  that 
crowd  my  mind,  I  could  even  "eai/  thunder  frem 
the  region  </  frott,'*  and  instantly  annihilate  all 
investigators  whose  examples  do  not  accord  with 
their  precepts. 

I  undestand,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  'we  are  now 
in  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union;  and  that,  therefore,  the  range  of  debate  is 
oexicnsive  with  our  vast  Confederacy.  Nay 
more,  sir,  that  we  may  be  allowed  to  skip  across 
the  North  or  South  Atlantic,  to  speak  of  maturs 
and  things  in  general;  and  even  to  "  define  apoii- 
tion**  that  is  of  itself  indefinable. 

Such,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  understand  to  be  the  la- 
titude of  debate  allowed  in  this  Cotr.mittee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union;  and  I  there- 
fere  propoee  to  attempt  to  define  my  position,  as  an 
humole  member  of  the  Committe  of  Accounts,  of 
a  standing  committee,  appointed  by  the  rules  of 
this  body,  and  which  has  unfortunately  come  in' o 
collision  with  the  grand  Investigating  Committee, ' 
on  the  supremely  splendid  Swartw'out  defalca- 
tion. 

On  the  merits  or  demerits  of  Mr.  Swartwout,  I 
have  naught  to  say.  I  go  Tor  smaller  game,  for  a  . 
simple  inquiry  into  a  matter  of  the  per  diem  allow- 
ance demanded  by  the  Investigating  Committee; 
and  in  conducting  that  inquiry,  I  mean  to  define 
my  position,  the  position  ol  the  Committee  of  Ac^ 
couiUs,  and,  if  the  patience  and  courtesy  of  this 
committee  is  acccorded  me,  I  will  also  define  the 
position  of  the  Investigating  Committee,  so  that  iu 
whereabouts  shall  be  no  longer  a  matter  of  doubt 
to  any  inquiring  friends. 

[Here  Mr.  M.  was  called  to  order  by  Mr. 
Grant,  ot  New  York,  who  remarked  on  the  waste 
of  lime  In  allowiag  him  to  make  a  ^tpeech  for  his 
ci»nstituents.1 

Mr.  M.  resumed.  Mr.  Chairman,  I  cannot  ex- 
tend my  thanks  to  the  honorable  gentleman  from 
New  York,  for  his  gratuitous  remark  that  I  was 
wasting  the  precious  time  of  this  committee,  by 
making  a  speech  for  my  constituents.  Sir,  I  have 
a  stronger  hold  on  the  confidence  and  affections  of 
my  constituents  than  to  deem  it  necessary,  to  make 
a  speech  here,  and  .on  this  floor,  to  gain  additional 
or  retain  former  favor.  They  know,  from  past  ex- 
perience, thai|  if  need  requires  it,  I  can,  and  baye. 
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efleciively  advocated  their  interests,  and  never  yet 
proved  derelecito  political  principles,  the  profetsion 
and  practice  of  which  has  carried  me  triumphaiit- 
ly  through  more  than  one  severe  political  content: 
Away,  then,  with  the  suggestion  that  I  aih  speak-* 
ing  for  effect  at  home.  I  am  strong  enough  there 
to  need  no  other  advocate  than  a  contmuance  of 
my  steady  opposition  to  men  and  principles,  as 
heretofore  evinced  in  my  political  career,  and  to 
SQppoit  those  which  both  they  and  I  prefer  from 
choice  and  conviction. 

But,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  ask  to  be  allowed  to  con-* 
tinue  my  remarks.  I  demand  it  from  the  courtesy 
of  this  committee;  for  a  member  who  is  but  a  tyro 
in  debate  here*,  for  one  who  has  never  yet  trespassed, 
on  your  time.  I  demand  it,  sir,  to  enable  me  to 
'*<{e/ine  my  jiojifion.*'  And  1  ask  you,  sir,  why' 
should  I,  an  humble  member  of  the  Committee  of 
Accounts,  be  denied  the  privilege  of  a  short  time  to 
define  my  position,  when  the  Goliahs  of  debate 
have,  repeatedly,  occupied  nearly  the  whole  of  a 
day*s  session  in  defining  their  position,  when  it  is 
matter  of  notoriety  to  all,  that  their  position  was 
undefinable,  and  that  these  six  hour  speeches,  in  . 
either  w^ng  of  this  Capitol,  did  not  contain  a  sen- 
teuce  on  the  question  before  the  Chair.  Sir,  I 
irwxn  be  allowed  to  say,  that  these  professional  gen- 
Uemen,  these  gentlemen  whose  peculiar  v'ocatjon  it 
is  to  spin  out  definitions  without  number,  from  un- 
definable positions,  do  not  mete  out  to  me,  as  I  have 
measured  to  them,  when  they  thus  endeavor* to  in- 
l*»rrupi,.  with  a  hope,  or  intention,  peibaps,  to  pre- 
vent, by  their  frequf  nt  and  loud  cal.s  of  "order," 
the  definition  of  positions  that  I  mean  to  make,  if 
allowed  to  proceed  in  my  remarks.  But,  sir,  should 
the  galled  jade  so  wince  as  to  compel  me  to  resume 
my  seat,  before  the  aforesaid  definition  is  fully 
made,  I  promise  them  that,  though  I  am  thus  ren- 
dered incapable  of  giving  ready  pay  for  a  sixpence, 
I  can  and  will  draw  for  a  shilling-,  and,  on  this  sub- 
ject, Mr.  Chairman,  in  an  hour's  time,  this  evening, 
with  the  help  of  my  good  grey  goose  anjll,  I  can 
anti  will  assuredly  draw  for  at  least  half  a  crown. 

[Mr.  M.  was  here  peremptorily  called  to  order 
by  the  Chair;  but  the  question  being  put,  he  was 
allowed  to  proceed.] 

Mr.  Chairofian,  I  am  not  well  versed  in  the  tac- 
tici  of  this  body,  and  feel  greatly  at  a  loss  what  mo- 
tion to  ofiTer  you,  which  will  allow  me  to  take  a 
peep  "in  order*'  at  investigating  statistics.  A  friend 
suggests  to  strike  out  the  enacting  clanse,  which  I 
no tx^  move,  and,  following  the  example  of  an  ex- 
pert tactitian,  in  so  doing,  I  promise  not  to  detain 
you  more  than  five  minutes,  which,  by  strict  Ten- 
nessee measurement,  means  three  quarters  of  an 
hour. 

Sir,  I  am  perfectly  sensible  that  I  am,  and  have 
been,  out  of  order  in  the  train  of  my  remarks, 
strictly  speaking,  but  not  practically  so.  I  am 
also  aware  that  I  pught  not  now,  at  this* late  period 
of  tho  session,  to  unnecessarily  intrude  myself  on 
the  courtesy  of  the  committee,  so  generously  ex- 
tended to  me,  and  will  therefore  proceed  to  define 
•*the  position"  as  briefly  as  possible. 

The  following  resol.aion  was  this  morning  offer- 
'  ed  by  an  honorable  member  from  Maryland: 

*^Reiolvedf  That  the  Committee  of  Accounts  be 
instructed  to  settle  and  certify  the  accounts  of  the 
members  of  the  Committee  of  Investigation  into 
the  defalcation  of  Sw.irtwou'  and  others,  on  the 
same  principles 'as  regalatea  the  settlement  of  the 
accounts  of  the  Investigating  Couituiitee  on  the  late 
Bank  of  the  United  St;»tc?." 

Well,  sir,  this  resolution  simply,  in  its  terms,  and 
in  apparent  accordance  with  an  adopted  and  settled 
principle  of  this  House,  passed,  without  any  re- 
mark, and  almost,  as  a  matter  of  course,  by  accla- 
•  mation,  whilst  I,  my  humble  self,  was  endeavoring 
to  rc<ach  the  Speaker'*  ear  by  vociferating  "Mr. 
^  Speaker"  at  the  very  top  of  my  voice.  .  I  failed  in 
this,  as  I  also  did,  to  attract  bis  attention,  by  waving 
aloA  my  posilion  account.  Some  friend  near  me 
moved  a  recensiderntion  of  the  vote  just  taken;  the 
reconsideratioa  was  refused  by  a  large  majority,  a 
^ast  proportioB  of  whom,  I  verily  believe,  acted  on 
me  sappoaiiion  diat  they  were  but  supporting  a  long 
^^tithljaiieduaace*  the  practical  efiecl  of -which,  I 
4«in  r'^Qfi^eoi,  ivas  noi  understood,  by  ihree^fourths 
^»filiai0  who  voted  on  the  qo^on.' 


Mr.  Chairman,  I  will  now,  as  briefly  as  possible, 
give  the  hit^tory  of  the  deed^at  arms,  in  which  the 
little  Committee  of  Accoanis  ventured  to  "coach  a 
lance"  with  the  Investigating  Committee. 

The  following  account  was  presented  by  the  In- 
vestigating Committee: 

Bouse  of  Repreaffitativeaj 

ToSeleet  OimmitleeonDefcUcations,  Dr. 
Cft«h  paid  Astor  Hoa«e  for  16^  days  hoard  of  six  members,  viz: 
Menra  Ilurlao,  Wise,  Smtih,  Curtis,  Hoplcins,  Dawson,  and 
Mr.  Fendall,   their    clerk    ([wines    and    liquors    not    in- 
eluded)  9400  10 

Extra  chargo  fbr  roams,  It^ts,  fuel,  Ac.  •  •    110  00 

Paid  Messenger    •  •  -       6  44 

Messrs.  Owens,  Foster,  and  Wagener's  bill  at  American 

Hotel     .  210  00 

Mileage,  600  milee  each  for  nine  msmben                   •  1800  00 
Same  Tor  clerk 260  00 


•2.^26  54 
The  above  bill  was  withdrawn  by  th)  chairman, 
incoQsequence,  I  suppose,  of  the  def^r mined  op- 
position of  the  Committee  of  AecoGmis  kgainst  al- 
lowing the  charge  for  milage,  and  the  following 
bill  was  substituted: 

Houte  of  Repre»entative»  of  United  States 

To  Select  Committee  on  D^alcatione^  Dr. 

February,  1839.  To  cash  paid  Astor  House  and  American  Ho- 
tel for  use  of  rooms  for  committee,  lights,  fires,  and  atten- 
dance    -  -   -       -  -  •260  00 

Cash  paid  black  man  i(k  aarvjces  as  messenger  6  44 

Travelling  from  Wi|8hin«ton  to  New  York  and  back» 
250  miles  each  way,  GOO  miles,  at  t8  for  every  SO 
miles  for  each  member  of  committee,  viz:  Me»rs. 
Harlan,  Wise,  Curtis,  Dawson,  Hopkins,  Smith, 
Owens,Fo8ter.  and  Wegener,  #200  each  -1800  00 

Do.  do.  for  Mr.  Fendall,  Jerk     •  •  •  -    200  00 

•2,266  44 
I  certify  to  the  coirectoess  of  the  above. 

J.  HARLAN,  Chairman. 

Now,  Mr.  Chairman,  1  do  not  mean  to  say  that 
the  first  account,  a«' given  nowb/  me,  is  sCricIfy  cor- 
rect, because  it  was  withdrawn  by  the  chairman  on 
presenting  the  second  account;  but  I  do  assert,  that 
the  sum  of  |2,726  54  (the  items  being  from  me- 
mory) does  not  vary  f  10  from  the  original  bill,  which 
the  committee  were  all  willing  to  pass,  except  as  to 
the  mileai^e;  and  in  lieu  of  this,  we  were  ready  to 
allow  them  |50  each,  a  sum,  that  we  all  knew,  from 
personal  and  actual  experience,  would  abundantly 
cover  all  reasonable  legitimate  expenses  of  travel- 
ling from  this  place  to  New  York  and  back.  This 
bill,  if  settled  and  certified  by  the  committee,  on 
their  principles,  would  have  given  to  each  member 
of  the  Investigating  Commiitee  the  sum  of  f  6  13 
per  diem,  supposing  them  to  have  been  absent  20 
days,  which  is,  I  believe,  the  time  they  were  absent 
from  this  place. 

On  presentation  of  the  second  account,  amount- 
ing, as  before  stated,  to  $2,266  44,  the  Commiitee 
of  Accounts  were  reluctantly  induced  to  yield  and 
aUow  the  gross  amount  of  |1,600,  and  directed 
their  chairman  to  say,  this  was  the  utmost,  unless 
a  particular  account  was  presented,  in  which  case 
we  should  exercise  a  liberal  and  sound  discretion, 
io  passing  on  its  items. 

Sir,  I  beg  yon  to  bear  in  miod,  that  the  bare  isug- 
gestion  of  an  exhibition  of  an  itemized  account 
was  soonted  at,  alknost  as  an  indignity  offered  4o 
high  minded  and  honorable  gentlemen.  Sir,  indi- 
viduals do  exist,  of  an  extremely  sensitive  charac- 
ter, men  who  will  start  at  their  own  shadows.  But 
I  have  yet  to  learn  on  what  principle  it  is,  that  ex- 
ipenses  incurred  in  the  pnblic  service  can,  or  ought 
to  be,  of  a  nature  not  to  be  exhibited  to,  and  piissed 
upon,  by  a  committee,  whose  peculiar  province  it  is, 
*Ho  superintend  and  conlrol  the  expenditnres  of 
the  contingent  fund  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, and  to  audit  and  settle  aU  ac- 
counts which  may  be  charged  thereon;**  and 
in  connection  with  this  parr  of  my  "position," 
why  was  it  that  a  certified  copy  from  your  Register 
of  the  Treasury,  of  the.  bit  I  of  a  former  committee 
of  investigation,  was  deemed  necessary  to  accom- 
pany the  first  statement?  Did  those  gentlemen  who 
offered  it  discover  it  in  the  course  of  their  investiga- 
tions of  abuses?  or  did  they  deem  the  Commiitee  of 
Accounts  so  entirely  void  of  knowledge  of  their 
appropriate  duty,  and  de6cient  in  sound  and  liberal 
discretion,  as  io  be  unable  to  act  without  the  light 
and  force  of  this  precedent,  which  was  thus  laid  on 
their  table  in  advance  of  any  objections?  I  will 
SKrtstop  to  iaqiiiri  how  far  papers  of  this  descrip- 
tion ought  to  be  the  unlet  for  tbe^govemaent  of  the 
Committee  of  Aoeoonts;  but  I  can  assare  you,  Mr. 


Chairman,  that  we  will  not  be  bound  by  what  ou . 
unbiased  judgments  pronounce  to  be  bad  fMoo- 
d«nis,  and  that  this  is  not  the  first  case  wbeitia  v» 
have  felt  ourselves  compelled  to  depart  from  the       | 
*'line  of  safe  precedents."  i 

Sir,  this  liberal  allowance  of  f  1,600  for  ihec»-  | 
ptmses  of  nine  members  and  their  derk,  for  tireat^  j 
daysv  being  a  per  diem  tDeachof  $8,  is  rejecieil,iqd 
the  resolution  offered  by  the  gentleman  Crom  ilt- 
ryland,  is  unexpectedly  sprang  upon  a  rcKolar 
standing  committee  of  the  Hoose,  and  hasbeea 
forced  through,  in  a  mo^  unuaaal  maaaer,  vii. 
the  loud  demand  of  that  commiitee  to  slate  the 
case  to  this  House,  was  refused,  by  a  laiige  majofi> 
ty.  Mr.  Chairman,  1  have  never  jetkoovna  I 
standing  commiitee  treated  with  so  little  atteatioi; 
a  committee,  tpo,  whose  special  province  it  is  to 
audit,  settle,  and  .control  the  expenditures  of  ilui 
body,  could  not  be  allowed  sijfficienttimetoapmi 
their  views  on  the  very  business  committed  to  th^ 
supervij^iQu.  With  propriety  may  we  complain 
but,  sir, i,  will  waive  that,  and  ask  geotlemea  if 
ihey  are,  or  M'ere  aware  of  the  practical  efffct 
of  the  resolution^  Do  they  know,  that  by 
this  resolution,  th^y  have  agreed  to  pay  tl» 
Invesiigating  Committee  a  sum  of  |2,266  44, 
for  .their  persona}  ^expenses  during  a  period  of 
twenty  day8,.whiqh,;iccordLns;  to  my  arithmetic,  ii 
equal  to  a  per  ^\txx\,  of  |ll  .33?  Why,  Mt.  Cllai^ 
man,  I  am  unable  to  perceive  how  it  was  possibk 
for  these  gentlemen  to  swalloV  so  many  of  tin 
good  thini^s  of  the  Astor  House,  and  yet  attead, 
laboriously,  sedulously,  as  we  all  know  they  did,  ia 
producing,  in  concocting,  the  twenty  tbonsaiDd  poo- 
derous  octavos  under  which  Stockton,  Stokts  and 
Company,  are  doomed  to  stagger.  But,  Mr.  Chai^ 
man,  to  be  serious,  on  a  grave  question,  I  canoot, 
for  my  life,  define  the  pojiition  of  the  menbetsof 
this  Invesiigating  Commitiee,  as  being  other  thaa 
that  of  persons  who  live  io  glass  houses,  and  vbo 
have  thoughtlessly  thrown  stones  at  thepasseobj, 
forgetting  that  reaction  is  sometimes  even  stcoBger 
than  action. 

We  have  all  listened,  or,  at  least,  are  sopposed 
to  listen,  to  a  vast  amount  of  declamatoty  elo- 
quence on  the  corropiic  n«  the  reckless  eitran- 
gance,  of  other  branches  of  this  Govenuneitf, 
whilst  our  own  thoughtless  profusion  is  passed  oa- 
noticed.  I  say  profusion,  Mr.  Cha'irmao,  lest  I 
may  excite  the  sensitive  feelings  of  certain  getttk- 
men,  and  be  supposed  to  have  trespassed  agaiiat 
the  dignitv  and  privileges  of  this  august  body,  to 
which  nothing  is  further  from  my  thoughts  and  ia- 
tefitions;  for  I  would  not,  designedly,  nseaaa- 
pression  that  could  be  tortured  into  an  invasiiAof 
the  vocabulary  ihat  is  alone  admitted  on  tbesnasy 
side  of  Dixon  and  ^^ason!s  Une. 

We  learn,  Mr.  Chairman,  from  high  authoritf, 
that  "the  laborer  is  worthy  of  his  hire."  To  witlh 
hold  the  just  earnings  of  any  one  has  never  beea 
the  desire  of  the  Commiitee  of  Accounts.  Bat  fcf 
what  purpose  shall  that  committee  again  a&seaiUe, 
and  examine  the  validity  of  claims  presented  to 
them,  if,  at  a  moment  uRPXpected  by  any  ranoba 
of  that  committee ,  this  House  assumes  to  ovemifc 
our  action,  and,without  even  examining  the  fow 
and  application  of  a  pretended  precedent  incre»« 
the  compensation  of  a  few  members  of  oorbody  » 
nineteen  dollars  and  thirty -three  cents  per  dieDjaBd 
sternly  rerus?s  the  poor,  the  common  conrtesy  of 
listening  to  a  mere  explanation?  Suchrefornas 
this  is  w^rse  than  the  calamity  they  would  haw 
investigated;  in  truth,  the  remctly  is  worse  dianie 
disease. 

The  principle  is  to  be  considered  as  being  i»w 
established  by  a  solemn  vote  of  this  House,  ifaat, 
hereafter,  the  per  diem  compensation  to  iflfetfi- 
gating  committees  who  may  choose  to  tratelo* 
of  this  District  is  to  be  at  least  |I9  33.  BattlieR 
is  a  little  question  yet  undecided.  Will  the  people 
sanction  it?  The  hard  hand  toils  4aboiiuiisty  fort 
scanty  pittance,  and,  by  the  sweat  of  the  hrot, 
earns  his  daily  bread.  To  him  youmettoota 
twentieth  part  of  this  sum,  as  the  abundaat  ie*in 
of  labor;  for  ourselves,  however,  there  is  no  iw 
too  lar^^e  not  to  be  assumed  with  avaracions  |M 
as  falling  short  of  self-estimated  scrvkses.  ftri  w 
doctrine,  this  praoUct,  wiU  not  nMf  ifae-l*^ 
manry  of  the  counury;  neither  will  they 
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H«  of  R«^. 


loch  nniroDted  eirravaganoe,  but  hold  ihoae  ivho 
aiiborind  H  re^p^iimble  for  so  iialpable  «  fiola- 
tion  oT  everj  prineiple  of  econoroy  and  evoi  handed 
jostice. 

Mr.  Chairman,  P  hare  been  diarged  with  design- 
is;  to  speak  to  my  constitaents.  Sir,  I  bave  repelled 
iheintinnaled  motive,  as  being,  in  my  case,  eoiirely 
inoperatiye;  Yet  I  wonld  fain  desiie,  that  ewery 
nan  in  my  district  could  read  these  remarks;  naj, 
more,  sir,  I  would  desire  that  yoar  eonstitoeats, 
the  eoBsttiQeals  of  each  and  erery  nsember  of  this 
body,  may  have  an  opportnnity,  not  of  reading  my 
ipeeeb,  batof  knowing  the  self  estimated  valne  of 
oor  own  aeiviees. 

la  oonelttsioD,  Mr*  Chairman,  it  seems  tiiat  I 
ba?e  oecnpied  the  time,  if  not  attention  of  the  com- 
mittee, longer  than  I  ever  supposed  it  at  all  pro- 
bable; and  iwish  yon  and  yoar  constituents  to  know 
that  whilst  we  are  pfeaching  economy,  reform,  and 
letrsnefament  by  the  hour,  we  hesitate  not  to  pay 
onuelves,  at  least  soeh  of  ns  as  are  investigators 
of  aboaes,  the  moderate  per  diem  of  f  11  33,  in  ad- 
dftiuft  lo  the  osual  andstatoe  per  diem  of  f|8,anda 
mileage  of  same  amonnt  for  every  twenty  miles. 

Ltina have  more  e|[ample and  less  of  precept. 
Awajr  with  this  system  of  pooad  precept  ami  penny 
eaaaple !  And  eie  we  again  undertake  to  remove 
the  mmks^  let  as  be  cautious-  we  are  not  ourselves 
smmUing  over  a  beam. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  thank  you  and  the  committee 
fbr  the  indulgence  that  faa^  been  granted  to' me;  and 
irast  that  I  have  fully  defined  my  own  position,  as 
also  that  of  the  Committee  of  Aoconats,  and  laat, 
though  not  leatC,  the  potiliofi  of  the  grand  Investi- 
gatioui  Commitlee  into  the  defalcations  of  Swart* 
wont  and  others*  Sir,  I  withdraw  the  motion  to 
stzike  out  the  enacting  clause  of  the  bill. 


BOARD  OF  NAY V  COMMISSIONERS. 


REMARKS  OF  MR.  PARMRNTER, 

Of  Massachusbti's,  ^ 

In  Ifte  Houat  of  Ripresefdalives,  February  15, 1830^ 
Do  the  motion  to  strike  out  from  the  general  ap- 
propriation bUI  all  appropriations  for  the  board  of 
Navy  Commissioners. 

Mr.  PARMBNTER  observed  that,  after  so  much 
diecoa^oik  of  the  question  now  before  th»  comuNt- 
lee,  find  after  the  clear  views  presented  by  the 
ehairmaa  of  the  Committee  on  Maval  Affairs,  [Mr. 
tMoaAMtl  be  should  have  felt  reluctant  to  trespass 
Qpott  the  time  of  the  committee,  and  would  not, 
were  it  ooi  for  the  fact  that,  in  the  section  of  eoun* 
ury  wiiere  he  resided,  and  particularly  in  the  Stste 
of  Massachusetts,  the  people  felt  a  deep  interest  in 
the  nary.  He  thought  it  lucumbent  on  him,  rep- 
resenting a  district  where  the  operations  of  the  Na- 
ry Department  were  carried  on  as  exteasively  as  at 
an  J  ptaee  in  the  United  StatcSi  to  state  his  views 
on  the  pr<»poBition  now  before  the  coaMoaittee. 

From  Massachusetts  the  navy  has  had  more 
F#«nien  than  from  any  other  State  in  the  Union. 
Ef er  extensive  navigation  engaged  in  foreign  and 
ilom«fStie  trade,  and  the  important  aud  valuable 
bfBDCh  of  her  industry,  the  fisheries,  have  enabled 
tor  to  eontribaie  to  the  strength  and  efficacy  of  the 
aawy  in  a  much  more  than  ordinary  proportion, 
md ,  therefore,  in  the  same  ratio  in  which  sbe  has 
(applied  seamen;  and  as  her  interests  are  concern- 
d  in  the  success  of  oor  navy,  it  is  natural  that 
ler  ftympathies  and  feelings  should  be  enlisted. 
^«a.iiy,  or  quite  half  of  all  the  navigation  of  th? 
^ontry  belongs  to  New  England  at  this  time,  and 
his  mrm  of  the  national  defence  has,  as  it  ought  to 
le,  ft  I  ways  been  watched  and  favored  in  a  peculiar 
e^ree. 

X  cannot  anticipate  that  the  Board  of  Navy 
^otxaaiissioners  is  to  be  abolished  in  this  indirect 
locle,  because  the  question  is  too  important  to  a 
p^siC  branch  of  the  public  establish  meat  to  be  de- 
;<]^«i  without  a  very  full  examination  of  all  the 
arioos  considerations  connected  with  ir,  and  that 
a^e?  ^  bearing  upon  it.  But  as  the  introduction 
r  t-tae  amendment  proposed  by  the  gentleman  from 
r^^ir  York  has  led  to  a  very  Ml  and  free  debate, 
m  some  fear  that  fiie  opposttldn  to  the  Navy 
may  go  beyond  what  is  iatendedy  and  ajreite 


some  doubts  with  regard  to  the  uiiltty  nnd  msnacfe- 
ment  of  the  whole  naval  system,  and  thus  bring 
into  discredit,  to  some  extent,  the  navy  itself:  a  re- 
sult which  all,  I  can  have  no  doubt,  wish  to  avoid, 
who  know  its  importance  fur  the  national  good,  and 
protection  of  the  conimerce  of  the  country,  and 
who  feel  pride  in  the  honor  it  has  added  to  the 
fame  of  the  country  by  its  achievements  and  vic- 
tories. 

It  IS  assumed  that  the  navy  of  the  United  States 
has  retrograded  in  its  essential  qualities  under  ihe 
present  Navy  Bbard;  that  our  ship«  are  badly  con- 
structed; that  the  discipline  has  become  unwise; 
that  the  expeaditores  have  been  injudicious;  and 
that  there  is  a  want  of  responsibility  in  the  Navy 
Department,  in  consequence  of  the  present  organi- 
zation. 

In  the  district  I  represent,  there  is  one  of  the  most 
eifcnsive  and  best  regulated  navy  yards  in  the 
Union — that  at  Gharlestown;  and,  although  I  have 
had  frequent  intercourse  with  officers  and  others 
having  a  knowledge  of  the  subj?ct,  I  have  never 
4Mard  complaint  of  want  of  skill  on  the  part  of  the 
Navy  Board  in  matters  properly  appertaining  to 
thetr.profession.  The  regnlations  of  the  yard  are 
good,  which  was  not  the  case  before  the  board  was 
estabfished,  and  the  system  of  operations  in  the 
building  and  repairing  of  vessels  has  not  been  a 
aabjeet  of  complaint.  It  appears  to  me  that,  in  mat- 
ters of  opinion,  there  is  no  good  ground  for  object- 
ing to  the  board.  Naval  architects  difl'er  on  the 
subject.  One  constructor  will  prefer  one  model, 
another  a  different  one;  and,  as  to  the  form  of  ves- 
sels, some  prefer  straagth,  andithink  that  quality  the 
most  important,  some  fast  sailing,  and  some  capa- 
city for  comfort  and  convenience  of  crews,  and  so 
on.  But,  surely,,  those  who  have  sailed  in  onr  ships 
of  war,  in  nM  citmates  and  at  all  seasons,  who  have 
fought  car  ^battles,  who  have  lived  on  the  ocean 
from  their  boyhood  to  advanced  life,  ought  to  be 
competent  to  decide  what  form  of  construction  will 
unite  in  the  best  way  all  the  various  requisites  of 
an  efficient  ship  of  war.  The  character  of  seamen, 
their  wants,  habits,  and  necessities,  none  can  know 
without  eiperience;  and,  in  the  adoption  of  such 
plans  as  will  best  promote  the  different  objects  in 
view,  experienced  naval  officers  must  undoubtedly 
be  the  best  qualified. 

Qentlemen  point  out  particular  instances  of  poor 
vessels,  but,,  after  all,  it  is  often  a  difference  of 
judgment.  We  all  have  oor  partialities  and  prefer- 
ences on  this  eubjf^t.  A  northern  built  ship  b  apt 
to  be  considered  the  best  model  at  the  North;  a 
soufhem  at  the  South.  One  architect  prefers  one 
mould,  another  a  difft^rent  one,  and  so  through  the 
whole  catalogue;  but  it  has  not  been  shown  that  any 
ships  are  a^less,  that  any  have  not  been,  or  are 
not  new,  valuable  acquisitions  to  the  navy,  except- 
ing, perhaps,  the  steam  vessel  Falton.  I  do  not 
know  much  about  her.  I  was  on  board  her  once, 
when  she  was  at  the  nary  yard  here.  If  she  be  a 
failure,  there  is  an  apology  from  tlje  fact  that  she 
was  the  first  experiment. 

But,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  do  believe  there  is  a  radi- 
cal defect  in  the  organization,  and  that  it  arb^es 
Arom  the  impropriety  of  the  various  duties  assigned 
by  law  to  this  board.  The  law  gives  too  much 
duty  and  too  much  power  to  the  Navy  Commit 
sioners.  Their  power  is  almost  unlimiied,  and  ex- 
tends to  the  whole  concerns  of  the  navy. 

[Mr.  RcBD  here  rose  and  remarked  that  every 
thing  was  subject  to  the  superintendence  of  the  Se- 
cretary of  the  Navy  and  President,  and  that  the 
fourth  section  of  the  law  reserved  the  power  of  the 
Secretary.] 

Mr.  PAaMVMTKB.  I  am  aware  of  those  provi- 
sions, but  practically  they  have,  like  all  other  re- 
servations of  the  kind,  been  ineffectual  and  inope- 
rative. The  law  is  very  full  in  pointing  out  the 
powers  and  duties  of  the  board,  and  has,  to  be  sure, 
this  general  reservation;  but  the  law  seems  to  con- 
template that  the  Ravy  Commissioners  should  per- 
form the  duty.  The  old  law  establiJ^hing  the  Navy 
Department  is  very  brief.  The  fourth  section  of 
the  law,  besides,  may  be  fairly  construed  to  relate 
only  to  the  empl03rment  of  vessels. 

The  Navy  Commissioners  were  originally  in- 
tended to  be  a  board  of  council^  to  advise  with  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy  on  (ht  naval  concerns  of  the 


country;  with  certain  powers  having  reference  to 
the  roles  of  discipline  in  the  navy,  fixing  the  mo- 
dels of  f hips  to  be  built,  planning  their  imeroal 
apartments,  having  a  general  fiuperintendence  of 
docks  and  navy^  yards,  ariendiug  to  the  equip- 
ment and  armament  of  vessels,  and  similar  duiies, 
directing  the  distribution  of  stores  and  maicrnats  in 
such  manner  as  the  service  required.  And  I  do 
not  see  but  that  the  public  interest  would  be  better 
advanced  by  modifying  the  law,  and  placing  the 
Board  of  Navy -Commissioners  upon  the  original 
ground  intended— the  performance  of  such  duties 
as  were  peculiarly  within  the  competency  of  naval . 
officers.  A  reference  to  the  various  repi>rts  which 
have  been  made  on  this  subject  will  show  the 
views  entertained.  I  would  refer,  to  the  papers 
Dfinted  in  the  volume  of  State  Papers  on  Naval  Af« 
uir8. 

But  the  law  of  1815  establishing  ths  board  has 
given  a  power  of  a  very  different  description,  let 
us  look  at  it  a  moment.  1  throw  out,  to  a  great 
extent,  the  reservation  of  general  superintendence 
for  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  over  the  doloffs  of 
the  board,  because  it  has  not  and  could  not  well  be 
exercised.  The, commissioners  have,  by  their 
rules,  placed  all  the  means  of  information  within 
their  own  power  on  naval  matters. 

This  law,  although  brief,  is  very  comprehensive. 
The  first  section  provides: 

**That  the  President  of  the  United  States  be,  and 
he  hereby  is,  authorized,  by  and  with  the  advice 
and  consent  of  the  Senate,  to  appoint  three  offi- 
cerv  of  the  navy,  whose  rank  shall  not  be  below  a 
post  captain,  who  shall  oonslitule  a  Board  of  Com- 
missioners for  the  Navy  of  the  United  States,  and 
shall  have  power  to  adopt  such  rules  and  regula- 
tions for  the  government  of  their/neeiiogs  as  they 
may  judge  expedient;  and  the  board  so  constituted 
shall  be  attached  to  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Navy,  and,  under  his  superintendence,  tJiall 
discharge  all  the  ministerial  duties  of  the  said  of- 
fice, relative  to  the  procurement  of  naval  stores  and 
materials,  and  the  construction,  armament,  equip- 
ment, and  employmeift  of  vessels  of  war,  as  well  as 
all  other  matters  connected  with  the  naval  esta- 
blishment of  the  United  Slates.  And  the  said 
board  shall  appoint  their  own  secretary,  who  shall 
receive  in  compeasation  for  his  services  a  sum  not 
exceeding  two  thousand  dollars  per  annum;  who 
shall  keep  a  fair  record  of  their  proceedings,  sub- 
ject at  all  times  to  the  inspection  of  the  President 
of  the  United  States  and  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy.'' 

1  have  read  the  whole  of  this  section,  because 
there  is  scarcely  a  line  which  is  not  important  in 
connection  with  this  subject.  It  provides  for  a 
permanent  beard,  the  tenure  of  office  not  limited, 
although  that  question  was  agitated  some  years 
aAerwards,  but,  fur  reasons  then  stated,  was  not 
altered.  The  board  is  to  consist  of  post  captains 
in  the  navy.  They  are  lo  dischaige  the  ministerial 
duties  of  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy, 
"  relative  to  the  procurement  of  naval  stores  and 
materials."  Under  this  provision,  I  understand, 
the  commissioners  make  all  contracts  and  bac- 
gains  for  the  supplies  of  the  imvy.  Nothiag,  it 
appears  to  me,  eaa  be  more  unsuitable  to  their  bta- 
tion.  Post  captains  in  the  navy,  whose  disposi- 
tions, characters,  and  habits  are  &o  diametrically 
opposed  to  a  duty  of  that}kind;  whose  trade  it  is  to 
fight  when  their  country  calls;  who  are  of  a  class 
of  men  prodigal  and  careless  to  a  proverb,  ap- 
pointed to  cheapen  with  the  merchant  and«iechanta 
the  supplies  and  labor  required  for  the  service  of 
the  navy.  It  is  uncongenial  with  their  vccation. 
It  would  appear  derogatory  to  all  whose  bosoms 
have  thrilled  with  pride  and  exultation  at  the  glo- 
rious deeds  of  these  heroes  of  the  deep  to  witness 
them  bargaining  for  a  bolt  of  canvass,  a  barrel  of 
beef,  or  any  other  supplies.  It  is,  in  my  judgment, 
all  wrong  for  that  duty  to  be  performed  by  them, 
and  it  surely  never  could  have  been  contemplaleJ; 
but  such  is  the  practice  under  this  law.  If  this 
were  remedied,  it  would  lake  off  many  of  the  ob- 
jectionable points  in  this  case.  And,  sir,  it  sirikes 
me  it  wouUi,  in  some  considerable  degree,  obviate 
the  difficulties  sugstested  by  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina,  iMr.  Pickcns,]  who  gave  as 
one  of  the  reasons  for  abolishing  the  bgard, 
that  he  preferred  bureaus;  that  young  and  a^- 
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thre  men  sfaoald  be  there  to  perform  the 
duties.  I  believe  with  him  that,  in  many  of 
ibe  daties  performed  by  the  board,  the  qualifica- 
tions ought  to  be  such  as  are  possessed  by  youogcr 
men.  It  is  said  that,  in  my  part 'of  the  country, 
it  requires  a  pretty  active  mind,  and  body,  loo,  to 
moke  good  'bargains.  - 1  suppose  it  does  every 
wh^rc  else.  Now,  if  we  can  retain  the  services  of 
this  board  on  subjects  which,  from  their  experience, 
they  understand  better  than  others  can,  and  it 
makes  no  material  addition  to  the  expenses  of  ihe 
nation,  it  is  to  be  considered  whether  they  had  bet- 
ter not  be  retained.  I  would  have  a  bureau  for  the 
contiacts,  with  which  the  Commissioners  of  the 
Navy  should  have  no  connexion.  These  supplies 
can  be  made  very  definite,  and  the  duty  could  be 
attended  to  with  as  much  precision  as  that  of  the 
Commissary  of  the  Army  or  the  contracting  depart' 
ment  of  the  Post  Office.  The  component  parts  of  a 
ration  are  all  specified,  and  every  thing  wanted  for 
a  ship  of  .war,  from  the  truck  to  the  keelson,  may 
be  named  with  as  much  ease  as  a  post  route  may 
be  defined.  Proposals  might  be  issued  for  cor- 
dage, provisions,  medical  stores,  ship-chandlery, 
and  so  through  the  whole;  the  articles  examined 
by,  and  delivered  to,  the  naval  store-keepers,  and 
such  other  officers  as  may  be  appointed;  and  the 
commissioner&,  when  called  upon  to  direct  the 
equipment  of  a  vessel,  sboulcf  present  to  the  De- 
partment what  was  necessary,  and  have  nothing  to 
do  with  the  trading  part  of  the  establishment.  It 
properly  appertains  to  men  of  difierent  pursuits. 
Besides,  if  this  alteration  of  the  law  should  be 
made,  it  would  remove  one  of  the  difficulties  of  the 
gentleman  from  Virginia,  [Mr.  Mallort,]  who 
has  said  considerable  about  bad  supplies. 

The  next  points  arc,  the  construction  and  arma- 
ment of  vessels.  Notwithstanding  all  I  have  heard, 
I  am  not  convinced  that  experienced  officers  of  the 
naVy  are  not  the  most  proper  men  to  judge  of  the 
proper  model,  or,  rather,  the  proper  requisites,  and, 
of  coarse,  the  proper  way  a  ship  of  war  should  be 
built.  They  know  what  is  most  needed  for  the  se- 
curity of  the  armament,  and  how  much  strength 
may  be  necessary  to  enable  ^he  guns  to  be  worked 
with  safety  and  effect;  the  value  of  (he  sailinv  pro- 
perties of  a  vessel;  the  importance  to  the  health  of 
a  crew  of  suitable  accommodations;  how  ranch  and 
how  little  of  each  of  these,  and  other  considerations 
which  are  often  conflicting,  can  be  dispensed  with. 
All  taese  are  points  to  be  considered  in  building  a 
man-of-war.  Tne  equipment  may  also  be  in  the 
line  of  their  duty,  as  ( think,  profitably;  men  of  ex- 
perience can  best  understand  what  is  wanted  for  the 
variety  of  service  to  which  the  navy  is  called.  In 
hot  climates  and  on  cold  stations,  distant  or  near, 
the  kind  of  provisions  and  outfits  are  materially  dif- 
ferent, and  can  be  well  understood  by  none  but 
men  of  experience,  and  ought  to  be  overseen  by 
officers  upon  whom  a  greater  responsibility  rests 
than  the  officer  of  the  ship,  whose  regard  for  per- 
sonal convenience  and  comfort  might  sometimes  in- 
ttrfere  with  proper  economy. 

The  last  power  specified  in  the  law  is  that  which 
gives  to  the  Navy  Board  a  control  over  the  employ* 
tnetU  of  vessels  of  war;  a  power  which  ought  never, 
iu  my  judgment,  to  be  eitercised  except  by  Con- 
gress or  the  President  and  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
How  extensive  this  authority  hfts  been  used  by  the 
board,  I  do  not  know,  but  it  is  a  proper  subject  of 
inquiry.  The  employment  of  public  vessels  is  a 
quebtion  of  state  policy,  and  the  Board  of  Navy 
Commis^ncrs  may  give  us  good  ships  and  desig- 
nate the  proper  equipment,  but  it  is  for  those  who 
control  the  policy  o{  the  nation  to  say  how  ihey 
shall  be  employed.  It  is  not  proper  or  necessary 
for  this  board  to  direct  the  arrival  or  departure  of 
ships  of  war  on  a  cruise  or  expedition:  doubtless 
in  this  important  matter  the  President  or  Secretary 
of  the  Navy  is  consulted;  but  still  the  law  grant- 
ing snch  authority,  with  the  general  reservation  of 
power  to  the  Secretary,  ought  to  be  modified.  I  do 
not  see  why,  if  the  Commissioners  of  the  Navy 
choose,  they  cannot  despatch  the  ships  of  the  navy 
as  they  please.  I  believe  they  regulate  the  pons  to 
which  they  are  to  return  most  generally. 

This  section  winds  up  with  a  general  commission 
to  the  bbard  to  conduct  all  other  matters  connected 
with  the  naval  establishmant  of  the  United  States. 


Under  this  general  authority,  together  with  (he 
power  conferred  by  the  sec  ond  section  of  this  law, 
regulations  have  been  adopted  by  which  the  whole 
of  the  naval  concerns,  ciml  and  milita*y,  have  been 
brought  under  their  direction. 
In  the  second  section  of  this  act  it  is  provided: 
"That  the  said  Board  of  Commissioners,  by  and 
with  the  consent  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  be, 
and  are  hereby,  authorized  to  prepare  such  rules 
and  regulations  as  shall  be  necessary  for  securing 
a  uniformity  in  the  several  classes  of  vessels  and 
their  equipments,  and  for  repairing  and  refitting 
them,  and  for  securing  responsibility  in  the  subor- 
dinate officers  and  agents;  which  regulations,  when 
approved  by  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
shall  be  respected  and  obeyed  until  altered  and  re- 
voked by  the  same  authority,  and  the  said  rules 
and  reguladons  thus  prepared  and  approved  shall 
be  laid  before  Congress  at  their  next  session.  It 
shall  also  be  the  duty  of  said  board,  upon  the  requi- 
sition of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  (o  furnish  all 
the  estimates  of  expenditure  which  the  several 
branches  of  the  service  may  require,  and  such  other 
information  and  statements  as  he  may  deem  ne- 
cessary." 

With  this  great  power  conferred  by  Congress, 
why  complain  of  the  Navy  Board,  and  not  look  into 
the  source  of  the  evil — the  law?  Why  find  fault 
with  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  when  the  law  re- 
cognises so  fully  the  propriety  of  vesting  in  the  Na- 
vy Commissioners  this  power?  Is  it  not  manifest 
that,  by  the  terms  of  the  law,  the  commissioners 
had  the  whole  management  of  the  navy  given  them, 
and  after  they  had  adopted  their  regulations,  which 
I  will  refer  to  presently,  and  once  obtained  the  as- 
sent of  the  Secretary  and  President,  they  were  irre- 
vocable, excepting  by  themselves?  These  regula- 
tions, when  once  approved,  are  to  continue  in  force 
until  revoked  by  the  same  authority — ^that  l<:,  the 
Navy  Board.  If  the  duties  of  this  board  had  been 
confined  to  the  objects  for  which  it  was  thought  ne- 
cessary—to aid,  by  their  experience  and  skill,  in 
promoting  the  good  of  the  service  in  branches  where 
it  required  knowledge  which  none  but  those  who 
had  commanded  ships  of  war  could  possess — I  ve- 
rily believe  no  fault  would  be  found,  and  that  the 
board  would  be  considered  eminently  useful.  The 
same  reasons  exist  now  for  its  continuance  which 
existed  for  its  formation.  The  principal  one  of 
which  was,  that  a  board  composed  of  a  suitable 
number  for  consultation  and  advice  should  be  sub- 
ject to  the  call  of  the  bead  of  the  Navy  Department, 
to  which  might  be  given  definite  power  in  relation 
to  the  building  and  equipment  of  the  vessels  of  the 
navy.  Each  captain  has  his  own  peculiar  views, 
and  hence  it  would  be  difficult  to  concentrate  the 
requisite  information,  and  obtain  correct  conclu- 
sions, without  an  interchange  of  opinion;  therefore 
a  board  is  more  nc'cessary  and  proper  than  a  bu- 
reau, and  is  not  attended  with  much  additional  ex- 
pense, as  officers  of  the  navy  must  be  taken.  The 
terms  of  the  law,  that  they  are  to  be  officers  of  a 
high  grade  in  the  navy,  not  lower  than .  post  cap- 
tains, show  the  precise  object  of  their  appointmjcnt 
in  its  theory;  and  the  qualifications  required  are  dif- 
feretit  from  any  other  officers  in  the  Department.  I 
fear  it  would  not  be  safe  to  subdivide  the  duties  in 
relation  to  the  service  which  was  originally  intend- 
ed, and,  therefore,  I  prefer  modifying  the  law  to 
abolishing  the  board. 

I  have  referred  to  the  regulations  laid  before 
Congress  in  April,  1816,  not  for  its  supervision  by 
Congress — that  power  was  given  away  by  the  law-.- 
but  merely  for  information.  The  code  is  very  vo- 
luminous, containing  more  than  ninety  pages  8vo. 
It  gives  the  Navy  Comml<»ioners  a  very  large  di- 
rection of  this  great  branch  of  the  national .  expen- 
ditures, between  five  and  six  millions  of  dollars  an- 
nually. With  the  exception  of  sometimes  leaving 
the  option  of  reports  from  subordinate  officers  to  the 
Navy  Board  and  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  and,  in  a 
few  instances,  to  the  Secretary  alone,  every  officer 
is  responsible  to  the  Navy  Board. 

It  begins  with  regulations  about  repairs  of  ships, 
the  extent  and  time  of  these  repairs  to  be  directed 
by  the  board;  and  then  follow  several  pages  of  re- 
gulations for  the  officers  of  ships  aud  commandants 
of  navy  yards,  master  of  the  y^,  shipwright,  purser, 
and  naval  storekeeper-   This  laat  officer  is  not  in 


the  service  of  the  navy,  but  has  charge  of  \he  Mora 
and  materials.  The  proper  authority  lor  htm  to  be 
answerable  to  is  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy;  his  bf. 
siness  is  a  matter  of  account,  andshcald  be  on  the 
books  of  the  Department.  Then  there  are  Tarions 
duties  for  the  commanders  of  vessels  requiring  *^ 
correspondence  with  the  Secretary  of  the  NaTy,u 
well  as  with  the  Board  of  Navy  Commissioners." 
We  find  next  many  provisions  io  relatioo  tedii- 
cipline,  salutes,  and  ceremonies,  all  oi  which  ere 
probably  very  proper;  and  regulations,  also,  tboa 
appomtments,  stores,  and  provisions;  the  niodeof 
punishment  of  seamen  in  the  na?y;allowaDeete 
officers  for  furniture;  rules  abont  rations;  direction 
for  the  navy  agent,  a  disbursing  officer,  and  e  gmt 
many  other  rules  which  it  is  not  necessary  to  re- 
peat. But  I  will  make  a  remark  in  relation  to 
two  or  three  points.  I  would  suggest  that  these 
regulations  are,  many  of  them,  of  soch  a  natne 
that  rhey  ought  to  be  the  subjects  of  lavsenaeiBd 
by  Congress.  Correspondence  on  the  affairs  of 
the  Navy  should  be  with  the  Secretary  of  the  Narf. 
The  accountability  for  ezpeoditurei  of  moaejrand 
provisions  and  stores  ought  not  to  be  regvlatedhy 
the  Navy  Commissioners. 

The  ground  I  take  on  the  proposition  is,  thai  the 
naval  service  requires  the  assistance  of  (he  adviee 
and  counsel  of  experienced  naval  officers  of  nat«i* 
eal  science;  that  the  Board  of  Navy  CommiaNOi- 
ers,  with  their  duties  properly  defioed,  would  be 
useful  to  the  service,  and  that  their  powers  and  da- 
ties  should  be  re?<trieted  to  matters  within  their 
peculiar  qualification,  as  this  is  the  only  reawn  ilf 
their  services  are  necessary.  That  it  is  prenalne 
to  act  upon  this  important  subject  in  this  iadienul 
manner;  at  the  same  ti«ie,  the  discussion  is  impon< 
ant  as  leading  to  an  investigation  and  ezaminatioa 
of  the  whole  subject;  and  the  next  Congress  will 
have  an  opportunity  to  judge  whether  the  board 
can  be  retained  beneficially  to  the  service  imderi 
revised  system,  or  whether  the  good  of  the  nary 
will  require  a  discontinuance. 

In  looking  over  the  public  documents  a  few  dajs 
since,  when  the  bill  was  up  for  commencing  adij 
dock  in  Brooklyn,  New  York — a  question  of  gteil 
importance,  as  leading  to  a  vast  expenditure  if  coih 
tinued  to  other  yards — ^I  was  forcibly  strnck  with 
the  deficiency  of  documents  in  relation  to  tbenafy, 
notwithstanding  it  is  the  object  of  more  than  one* 
fourth  of  the  ordinary  expenditures  of  theasttoa. 
For  all  practical  legislation,  it  seems  to  me  that  ill 
now  existing  which  would  be  useful  forfatoreifi' 
tion  might  be  contained  in  an  every  day  doenncii. 
Report  upon  report,  volume  upon  voIdok,  «e 
have  in  relation  to  lands  and  other  impoitiit 
interests,  but  on  the  affairs  of  the  navy  Ae 
information  is  exceedingly  meager.  With 
other  strong  objections  to  a  dry  dock  in  BrooWj*, 
I  had  stated  some  days  ago  (hat  the  commbsiooen 
several  yetrs  since  reported  that  Brooklyn  wai  ^ 
a  proper  place  for  a  dry  dock,  because  on  tHe  hu 
there  were  but  iweniy-two  feet  of  water  at  low  tide, 
and  it  was  not  »afe  for  a  heavy  frigate.  I  vii 
met  by  a  reply  that  a  new  channel  was  reaatif 
discovered.  I  know  that;  but  where  is  theaccoail 
of  the  Soundings  of  the  new  channel?  It  is  only 
two  or  three  feet  deeper  than  the  old  one,  an*  * 
ship  of  the  line  draws  four  feet  of  water  more  than 
a  frigate, 

Mr.  PocBD.  A  ship  of  th»iine  passed  throngh, 
and  had  two  or  three  feet  to  spare.  Lieut.  Gedney 
says  It  is  thirty-one  feet  deep. 

Mr.  PiaMEKTEa.  ThcNavyCommisaioBeBit' 
ported  there  were  only  twenty-two  feetonihehifil 
low  water.  This  is  the  informailon  on  the  sahject 
officially. 

Mr.  i NGHAM.  Instead  of  twenty-two  feet,  I  hsn 
evidence  incontestable  that  it  is  ihirty-onefeet. 

Mr.  Parmentcr.  All  the  documents  t«  6* 
show  that  the  depth  is  only  twenty-two  feet  alto* 
water.  I  have  examined  the  chart  of  the  Qedney 
channel;  il  is  only  between  two  and  ihios  fett 
deeper  than  the  old  channel.  1  know  the  m 
flows  there  six  feet.  If  yon  add  that,  it  will  « 
course  make  thirty  feet  at  the  top  of  high  «ai^ 
but  that  is  nice  calculation  in  making  ehoieea 
a  harbor  for  a  dry  dock.  . 

While  I  am  on  this  subject,  I  uiUsaya  i«{ 
about  the  ship  of  the  line  Ohio  pasfliig  ihnmSP*  ' 
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do  do:  doabt  that  there  is  a  great  difference  between 
vatching  the  opportanity  of  spring  tides  and  a 
time  after  an  easterly  swell,  and  taking  such 
cbtnoe  as  may  offer. 

Mr.  Ingham.  I  can  show  that  the  largest  ship 
eferott  the  ocean  can  beat  in. 

Mr.  Parmbntxr.  Then  we  want  proper  re- 
ports to  iDforfld  as.  I  know  that  the  frigate  Presi- 
dent, during  the  war,  struck  on  the  bar  in  the  old 
ehannel,  and  was  captured  in  consequence. 

Mr.  Hoffman.    She  ran  out  of  the  channel. 

Mr.  Parmentir.  Bot  there  are  no  official  re* 
ports.  Perhaps  we  ought  not  to  blame  the  Navy 
Commissioners  for  not  furnishing  reports,  if  not 
called  upon.  They  are  not  required  to  do  so  by 
law,  as  other  Executive  officers  are. 

I  hope  the  amendment  will  not  prevail,  and  that 
tke  board  will  remain  as  it  is  at  present,  until 
Congress  shall  alter  the  law. 

Ooe  word  to  my  friend  from  Pennsylvania,  [Mr. 
Pktukun,]  who  has  made  a  local  allusion.  He  is 
right  in  sayiog  that  tiie  Oemocralic  party  have  be- 
friended the  navy,  aod  he  alludes  to  a  proceeding 
of  a  branch  oi  the  Qovemment  of  my  own  State 
He  says  they  declared  it  "unbecomiDga  moral  an  1 
leljgioas  people  to  rejoice  at  our  naval  victories  du- 
riag  the  late  war.**  1  have  no  disposition  to  paUi« 
ate,  in  any  shape,  this  degrading  and  discreditable 
proceeding.  The  disgrace  is  wiped  out  as  far  as 
it  can  be;  but  I  remember  those  days.  This  was  the 
act  of  heated  partisans.  The  people,  of  all  par- 
ties, coademned  it.  The  whole  community,  at 
that  very  lime,  in  Massachusetts,  were  heaping 
hoaocB  upon  the  naval  heroes  who  had  shed  so 
■kueh  glory  on  the  nation.  Massachusetts  is  the 
fast  friend  of  the  navy,  so  is  the  O«fmocratic  party, 
but  they  wish  to  correct  ecrors  and  abuses. 


SPEECH  OF  MR.  ELMORE, 
Of  South  Carolina. 
Htkt  HovHqfBepretefUatives,  IHruory  23,  1839-- 
On  the   resolutions  offered  by    Mr.  Prcntiss  of 
Mississippi,  and  Mr.  Thompjon   of  South  Caro- 
lina, relative  to  a  commonication  published  in 
the  Qlobe  by  Alkxanobr  Duncan,  a  member  of 
the  House.- 

FHrtt  ReaoltUion. 
The  joQnMl  having  been  read,  Mr.  Prsntus,  of  Mi«isi 
■ppi,  roae,  he  said,  for  ihe  purpoie  of  proeenting  to  the  House 
A  qaesAion  of  privilege.    And  he  then  offered  the  following 
naotution, 
MmUved^  That  this  House  proceed  forthwith  to  inquire— 
I.  Whether  Alsxandbb  Duncan,  a  member  of  this  House 
flom  the  Skate  of  Ohio,  be  the  author  of  a  certain  publication 
or  pablicaiioaa  under  his  name,  in  relation  to  tlie  proaeedinga 
of  thja  House,  and  certain  members  ttiereof,  published  in  the 
GlotM  newspaper  of  the  19ih  inst. 

2l  WtMther,  by  said  publication  or  publications,  the  asid  Al- 
XKAHDBB  DmiCAic  has  not  been  guilty  of  a  violation  of  the 
privilegea  of  this  House,  of  an  offence  against  its  peace,  dignity, 
sand  good  order,  aod  of  such  grossly  inaecent,  ungentlemaiily, 
Aignoeful,  and  dishonorable  misconduct,  as  renders  him  un- 
voithy  of  his  seat  in  this  Mouse,  and  Jjuatiy  liabla  to  expulsion 
from  the  same.  • 

In  tlie  course  of  the  debate,  Mr.  Thompson,  of  South 
OuDlina,  moved  to  amend  the  motion  of  Mr.  PRSimsa,  by 
■riking  out  and  substituting  for  it  tha  following: 

^JU»olvedy  That  Albxandbr  Duncan,  a  member  of  this 
Hooae.  having  avowed  himself  the  author  of  an  aiiicle  pnb< 
]Wi«d  m  the  Globe  of -the  19th  msUnt,  grossly  libellous  of  Hon* 
orabta  Damban  of  this  body:  that  the  said  Albzandba  Dun- 
CAX  be  reprimanded  by  the  Spealcer,  in  the  presence  of  the 


Before  the  queation  was  taken  oa  this  proposed  amendment, 
the  House  adjourned;  and  the  subject  comes  up  first,  as  the 
aofinished  business,  to>morrow. 

RuohUUm  tecondday. 

After  some  other  proceedings,  Mr.  Thoiip80N  modified 
biepropoeed amendment  so  as  to  read  ss  follows: 

Whereas,  Albzandkr  Duncan,  a  member  of  this  House 
ffom  the  State  of  Oaio  ha^  in  his  place,  acknowledged  himself 
to  Iwre  written  and  caused  to  be  published  in  the  Globe  newa- 
paf  er  of  the  19th  mstant,  the  following  writing,  to  wil:  [Here 
the  pablication  was  mserted.] 

>  Tfaerefore,  Retotted^  That  the  said  Albxandbr  Duncan 
ha%  io  the  premises,  subjected  himself  to  the  just  censure  of  this 
Housa,  and  that  he  be  reprimanded  therefor  by  the  Speaker  in 
Ihe  praeenca  of  the  House. 

The  amendment  wes  accepted  by  Mr.  PuNnaa  as  a  modi- 
Seauon  of  lus  motion. 

Mr.  ELMORE  proceeded  to  address  the  Hoase 
as  follows: 

Mr*  Speaker:  As  I  have  voted  somewhat  diflfer- 
eotly  9X  the  diflferent  stages  of  ibis  proceediDg,  aod  as 
ii  is  one  of  great  importance,  I  have  requested  the 
^mle  man  fromPenosyl  vaoia  to  withdraw  his  motion 
4o  lay  the  whole  subject  on  the  table,  that  I  mav  give 
Bty  reasons  for  the  votes  I  have  given,  add  that 
^Hkadh  I  shall  give,  in  aupport  of  his  motioii,  which 


he  has  made  me  promise  to  renew  at  the  conclnsion 
oi  my  rem&rks. 

The  resolatioRs  fir^t  ofTered  by  the  gentleman 
from  MiS!»issippi  [Mr.  Prentiss]  were  to  me,  sir, 
startling  and  of  an  extraordinary  character.  After 
bis  speech,  and  the  reply  of  the  gentleman  from 
Ohio,  [Mr.  Duncan,]  who  was  implicated  by  the 
resoln lions,  I  voted  lor  the  fir^t  motion  to  lay  the 
whole  subject  on  the  table,  because  I  believed  the 
House  had  no  jurisdiction  of  the  matter;  hea<f 
party  had  been  heard,  and  the  busines^s  of  the  coun- 
try was  pressmg.  The  House  refused  to  lay  it 
upon  the  table,  and  the  debate  went  on^  assuming 
an  extraordmary  range  aod  character.  When  the 
second  motion  to  lay  on  the  table  was  made,  the 
day  was  already  nearly  exhausted,  and  the  accused 
had  made  an  unsuccessful  attempt  to  get  ihe  floor 
for  reply;  and,  as  a  willingness,  if  not  a  desire, 
was  thus  exhibited  on  both  sides  lo  prosecute  the 
discussion,  1  joined  reluctantly  in  the  vote  against 
the  motion.  But,  tsir,  the  qaestion  is  no?'  on  a  very 
different  footing;  an  angry  debate  of  mischievous 
latitude  and  range,  has  had  a  whole  day,  and 
every  reason  for  ius  continuance  is  at  an  end; 
and,  as  I  shall  vote  for  (he  motion  to  lay  the  whole 
subject  upon  the  table,  I  will  now,  sir,  proceed  to 
give  my  reasons  for  that  vote. 

The  first  motion,  Mr.  Speaker,  contemplating 
the  expulsion  of  the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  could 
not  stand  even  in  the  judgment  of  its  mover.  The 
acceptance  by  him  of  the  modification  proposed  by 
my  colleague,  i?,  sir,  a  concession,  a  great  conces- 
sion to  cooler  thoughts  and  wiser  reflections.  The 
proposition  of  expulsion,  the  highest  and  most 
oppressive  punishment  in  the  power  of  this  House  ' 
for  the  most  flagitious  crime,  was  too  untenable  to 
stand  the  *<sober  second  thought"  of  a  nighr.  But, 
sir,  great  as  has  been  this  concession,  it  has  not 
stripped  the  subject  of  its  difficulty,  nor  given  to 
this  House  what  neither  the  Constitution  of  the 
country,  the  laws  of  the  land,  nor  the  rules  it  has 
adopted  for  its  own  government  and  proceedings, 
have  conferred. 

What  right,  Mr.  Speaker,  has  this  House  to  sit 
in  judgment  on  either  one  of  the  citizens  of  the 
Commonwealth,  or  one  of  its  own  members?  Only, 
sir,^here  that  citizen  or  that  member  has  violated 
its  rules  or  it«  privileges.  It  is  only  as' a  question 
of  privilege  that  this  Hou^e  cap  for  one  moment 
entertain  this  resolution.  If  the  privileges  of  this 
House  have  been  infringed  by  the  member  from 
Ohio,  this  Hdnse  has  jurisdiction;  if  they  have  not 
been  infringed,  the  House  has  none,  and  its  at- 
tempt to  exercise  it  will  be  oppression  and  usurpa- 
tion. 

I  turn,  sir,  to  those  who  have  proposed  these  va- 
rious resolutions,  and  to  those  who  sustain  them, 
and  I  demand  of  them,  upon  what  ground  do  they 
assume  jurisdiction  to  try  and  punish  the  gentle- 
man from  Ohio?  Put  your  hands  upon  the  rule  of 
this  House,  upon  the  law  of  the  land,  or  upon  the 
clause  in  the  Constitution,  which  gives  you  the 
rtgAf,  the  jurisdidton,  the  potoer.  Where  is  it — 
what  is  it? 

[Mr.  Wise.  Look  at  the  fifth  sectioi^  first  arti- 
cle of  the  Constitution,  as  follows:  "Each  House 
may  determine  the  rules  of  its  proceedings,  punish 
its  members  for  disorderly  behavior,  and,  with  the 
concnrrence  of  two-thirds,  expel  a  member."] 

Mr.  Elmore  resumed.  I  expect^sd  the  very  an- 
swer, Mr.  Speaker,  which,  my  friend  from  Virginia 
has  given  me.  I  have  the  ver^  clause  lying  open 
before  me.  I  have  had  it  in  my  memory  and  re- 
flection ever  since  the  first  note  of  this  movement 
was  sounded  by  the  gentleman  from  Mississippi. 
I  will,  sir,  examine  it  to  the  bottom  presently. 

[Mr.  Prentiss.  Will  the  gentleman  permit  me 
to  call  his  attention  to  the  case  of  giving  a  chal- 
lenge?] 

Mr.  Elmore.  I  shall  certainly,  sir,  notice  that 
ease,  too,  in  the  course  of  my  remarks;  and  that  the 
House  may  see,  and  the  gentleman  understand, 
that  I  have  never  entertained  any  stinted  ideas  of 
its  power,  privileges  and  dignity,  I  will  ask  the 
Clerk  to  read  the  paragraphs  marked  with  a  pencil, 
from  a  report  I  had  the  honor  to  lay  before  the 
House  at  its  last  session,  on  a  question  of  privilege. 

'Tha  prirtiena  of  members  of  Congress  are  not  porsonal  or 
privata  rights,  6«rouMic  trtuttf  ajuicned  to  iho  station  and  of* 
flee,  for  great  public  purposes  and  uUlity;  they  are  the  privi- 


leges of  that  raulthude  of  persons  in  whose  room  and  place*  the 
memtrar  is  speciallj  chosen,  and  of  whose  rights^  power,  and 
dignity,  he  is  the  delegated  representative.  His  constituents, 
in  all  matters  of  public  coacemraent  pertaining  to  bis  station 
and  place,  have  the  right  to  such^privileges  for  their  repreaen- 
tative  as  will  secure  to  them  his  eniire  service,  without  hin- 
drance, peril,  or  molestation.  The  House  of  which  be  is  a 
member  has  a  right  to  his  presence,  counsel,  and  aid,  in  con* 
ducting  the  arduous  and  responsible  duties  of  a  common  Go- 
vernment; and  the  people  of  the  whole  Union  have  the  like 
rights  and  interests  in  the  full,  free,  and  unrestricted  services  of 
every  member  of  the  great  national  council  which  directs  their 
afiairs.  The  privilege  of  a  member  not  being  his  own,  but  tha 
rizhtand  privilege  or  his  cnnsrituents,  the  House,  and  {he coun- 
try, it  in  not  merely  his  right,  but  it  is  his  duty,  to  maintain  and 
assert  it;  and  if  he  waive  or  surrenderit,  he  violates  a  duty  he 
owes  to  all  these  obligations,  and,  himself,  commits  a  breach  of 
the  privileges  of  the  House  of  which  he  is  a  member." 

I  have  there,  sir,  expre^e'd,  upon  mature  deli- 
beration, my  opinions  of  the  privileges,  rights,  and 
dignity  of  this  House,  and  of  its  duty,  and  the  duly 
of  every  member  of  it,  on  all  occasions,  to  assert 
and  maintain  them;  to  maintain  rhem  in  their  pu- 
rity and  vigor,  with  law  and  by  law.  I  have  re- 
considered these  views,  and  there  is  not  one  word  I 
would  retract,  change,  or  modify.  And,  sir,  whilst 
I  would  thus  maintain  them  in  purity  and  vigor,  I 
conceive  that  no  more  fatal  stab  could  be  given  to 
those  rights,  that  dignity,  and  these  vital  privileges, 
than  will  be  given  by  this  House  itself,  if  it  makes 
a  false  step  in  this  proceeding,  and  usurps  a  high 
pzerogative,  not  given  by  law  nor  Constimiion,  to 
degrade  one  of  its  own  members,  and,  in  his  person, 
lo  trample  upon  the  constituency  of  freemen  ,he  re- 
presents. If,  in  a  free  and  constitutional  Qovem- 
ment, any  thing  is  more  likely  than  another  to  strip 
its  Legislature  of  that  high  moral  influence  it  should 
exercise  over  an  enlightened  nation,  and  which  is 
worth  mor9  to  it  and  to  the  country  than  volumes 
of  parchment  powers  and  whole  armies  of  soldiers, 
it  will  be  the  assumption  of  privileges  not  confer- 
red, and  the  usurpation  of  powers  never  granted 
for  their  maintenance,  and  which  are,  in  their  na- 
ture, inconsistent  with  the  freedom  and  simplicity 
of  Republican  institutions.  Though  the  acts  of  a 
multitude,  they  are  not  less  of  the  essence  of  des- 
potism. 

The  magnitude  of  this  question  swallows  up  ail 
consideration  of  persons.  I  do  not  rise,  sir,  to  vindi- 
cate, excuse,  or  palliate,  the  conduct  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ohio;  it  is  a  private  affair,  on  which 
I  express  no  opinions.  The  member  from  Ohio, 
and  those  who  accuse  him,  are  not  of  a  feather's 
weight  in  comparison  with  it.  I  do  not  look  at 
them,  but  over  and  above  them.  The  issue  is  one 
of  the  highest  and  most  elevated  principle,  and 
honored  and  esteemed  as  they  may  all  be,  of  great- 
er, immeasurably  greater  importance  than  any  one, 
or  all  tif  them  put  together.  It  is  a  great  question 
of  rights,  of  constitutional  liberty.  It  goes  to  the 
very  foundation  stone  of  our  institutions,  and  is 
fraught  with  mighty  consequences  to  every  mem- 
ber of  this  body,  and  to  every  free  citizen  he  repre- 
sents. Deeply  impressed  with  its  importance,  I 
shall  now  turn,  sir,  x6  Ihe  immediate  question, 
which  I  shall  cliscuss  with  the  fredom  its  magni- 
tude demands,  and  without  reference  to  the  persons 
involved,  beyond  their  necessary  connection  with 
the  principle. 

1  again  repeat,  emphatically,  the  questions  before 
put  to  those  who  sustain  this  resolution,  upon  what 
rule  of  this  House,  upon  what  principle  of  law, 
upon  what  article  of  the  Constitution,  do  you 
ground  your  proceedings,  and  derive  your  power? 
The  gentleman  from  Virginia,  [Mr.  Wise,]  a  little 
while  ago,  answered,  by  referring  me  to  the  5ih  sec- 
tion, 1st  article,  of  the  Constitution.  I  will  now, 
sir,  examine  that  article  upon  every  member  of  its 
sentences,  and  every  grant  of  power.  "Each 
House  may  determine  the  roles  of  its  proceed- 
ings." There,  sir,  is  the  first  grant.  Has  the 
House  adopted  rules  of  its  proceedings?  Yes,  sir, 
here  are  its  rules  in  my  hand.  Which  of  these 
rules  have  been  violated? 

[Mr.  Prentiss.  Look  into  the  laws  of  Parlia- 
ment.] 

Mr.  E[.MORE.  Sir,  I  acknowledge,  to  a  certain 
extent,  the  authority  of  parliamentary  precedents 
and  law,  but  never,  sir,  to  the  arbitrary  extent  to 
which  its  privileged  orders  have  carried  it;  nor, 
where  its  monarchieal  and  aristocratic  features 
come  in  conflict  with  rules  or  principles  of  consti- 
tutional liberty,  essential  to  the  existence  of  free- 
dom in  a  Republic.    We,  sir,  have  adopted  writ- 
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>  ten  rales  for  our  proceedings;  and  I  have  in  yain 
called  opon  genilemea  to  show  one  of  these  rules 
which  have  been  violated.  Are  we,  under  ih« 
example  of  the  British  ParliaiDent,  which  ha3  no 
restraint  upon  iLs  power,  but  claims  and  exercises 
unlvmitd  au/&oHiy,  fo  step  beyond  the  Constirotton 
and  our  owq  written  rules,  constitute  ourselves  a 
cmsor  morKm— loQk  into  the  private  conduct  of 
our  members,  and,  at  ft  discretion  as  arbitrary  as 
it  would  make  us  odious,  arraign  and  try  eveiy 
member  whose  habits  or  principles  may  be  disa- 
greeable to  us?  Shall  we  exercise,  in  defiance  of 
the  Constitution  which  protects  it,  a  censorship 
over  the  freedom  of  his  pen,  and  of  the  press?  The 
right  to  discuss  men  and  measures?  Let  it  not  be 
said  there  is  no  remedy  but  here^  for  violations  of 
private  feelings,  for  coarse  or  vulgar  or  unbecom- 
ing publications.  The  courts,  both  of  civil  and 
criminal  jurisdiction,  are  open;  and  if  they  were 
not,  this  House  has  no, right  to  assume  either  their 
appropriate  duties  nor  those  of  a  court  of  honor, 
when  its  own  privileges  are  not  violated. 

The  next  power  given  by  this  section  of  the  Con- 
stitution i^  "to  punish  members  for  disorderly  be- 
havior."   Disorderly  behavior  where,  sir?    Does 

^  any  man  doubt,  or  has  it  ever  been  doubted,  that 
it  was  here,  sir,  in  the  proceedings  of  this  House 
or  its  committees?  For  interrupting  the  business  of 
the  country,  interfering  with  or  obstructing  its  Le- 
gislature in  its  high  duties? . 

But  ,the  remaining  power  given  is  in  words 
larger  and  more  unlimited:  "And,  with  the  concur- 
rence of  two-thirds,  expel  a  member;"  and  this,  sir, 
was  the  indication  of  the  first  resolution;  an  indi- 
cation ominous  and  without  precedent  in  this  land 
of  law  and  liberty.*  Is  it,  will  it  be  pretended, 
that  this  power  of  expulsion  is  a  power  to  do  it 

^  without  good  cause?  Is  it  left  to  the  House  to  ex- 
ercise it  in  caprice?  Is  there  no  reasonable  rule  to 
be  observed  in  its  exercise? 

If  the  power  is  to  be  considered  a  naked,  unqua-  ^ 
Hfied  power,  you  may  exercise  it  with  or  against 
reason.  There  is  no  restraint,  no  safety.  You 
may  expel  a  member  because  his  coat  is  not  cut  in 
the  fashion — ^because  he  turns  his  toes  in,  instead  of 
out,  when  he  walks — because  his  attitudes  are  not 
gracaful,  nor  his  voic?  melodious — or  because  his 
principles  do  not  please  you,  or  his  politics  offend. 
Or,  sir,  you  may  follow  him  out  of  this  House;  s^ty 

*At  the  time  these  remarks  were  made,  the  case 
of  Matthew  Lyon,  of  Vermont,  was  not  remem- 
bered. There  are  some  striking  coincidences  cal- 
culated to  excite  inquiry  into  times  and  principles. 
It  occurred  on  the  same  day^  forty  years  before,  un- 
der the  Presidency  of  John  Adams.  The  sedition 
law,  in  violation  of  the  constitutional  freedom  of 
discussion  and  the  press,  had  been  anacted  by  the 
Federal  party.  Matthew  Lyon  had  attacked  the 
measures  c»f  the  Government,  then  iu  the  hands  of 
the  Federalists,  and  consured  them  with  a  freedom 
which  is  now  of  every  day^s  occurrence.  He  was 
prosecuted — tried  in  the  Federal  courts — convict- 
ed— and  fined  and  imprisoned.  The  Republicans 
of  his  State  elected  him  a  member  of  the  House  of 
Representatives  of  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States,  in  which  the  Federalists  had  a  majority.  On 
the  30ih  of  February,  J  799,  he  appeared  and  took 
his  seat,  when  a  resoiutitn  was  immediately  moved 
in  the  following  words: 

^^Jte^lved,  That  Mauhew  Lyon,  a  member  of  this  House, 
having  beea  convicted  'of  being  a  malicious  and  seditious  per- 
son, and  of  a  depraved  mind,  and  wiclced  and  diabolical  dis- 
pttjition,  and  of  wicliediy,  docciifully  and  maliciously  contriv- 
ing to  defame  the  Government  of  the  United  Stales,  and  of  hav. 
ing.  with  inteai  and  design  to  defame  the  Goverment  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  and  Jotui  Adams,  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
and  to  bring  said  Government  and  Presid  'nt  into  contempt  ana 
disrepute,  and  with  intent  and  dtasi^n  to  excite  against  said  Go- 
vernment and  President,  tlie  hatred  of  th«  £0od  people  of  the 
United  States,  and  to  stir  up  sedition  in  the  United  Suies,  wick- 
edly, knowingly,  and  maliciously  wriuen  and  published  certain 
scan'l'ilous  and  seditious  writings  or  libels,'  be  therefore  expelled 
this  IIOUBO. " 

OA  the  22d  of  February,  the  vote  was  ^kcn>- 
ayes  49,  no-s  45.  The  Republicans  resisted  this 
arbitrary  measure,  and  amongst  the  noes  it  is  grate- 
ful to  »tee  the  names  of  the  old  patriarchs  of  the 
party,  Abraham  Bahlwin,-  Cabell,  the  Claibornes^ 
Findley,  Gallatin,  Heister,  Livingston,  Nathaniel 
Macon,  Nicholas,  Thomas^  Sumpt«r,  Yar|ium,Aad 
others.    See  vol.  3  reprini  ioc.  H,  R.  p.  464-7-6. 


into  his  private  behaviour;  impeach  him  of  immo- 
ral conduct;  of  degrading  and  debasing  habits;  of 
being  a  debauchee,  a  drunlcard,  or  a  gambler;  or  of 
conduct  even  more  revolting,  and  bring  him  up  in 
this  House,  and  expel  him  under  this  section.  No, 
sir,  no.  The  proposition  is  too  nH>nstrous.  The 
moment  you  act  on  principles  so  vague  and  unde- 
fined, you  leave  the  landmarks  of  law,  and  are  in 
the  dim  and  shadowy  regions  of  discretion,  ever 
un  propitious  to  constitutional  and  welt  regulated 
liberty.  In  naked  truth,  you  create  a  despotism. 
You  are,  &ir,  substituting  the  will  of  a  majority  for 
the  law,  and  turning  loose  that  majority  to  act  as 
prejudice,  the  pasiions  of  the  moment,  angry  and 
excited  by  party  collisions  and  party  ob(|fects,  may 
hurry  them,  to  establish  precedents  which  you  in 
turn  may  be  ground  down  under,  when  your  oppo- 
nents gain  the  ascendancy.  The  experience  of  all 
time,  and  the  wisdom  of  ages,  tell  us  to  bridle  the 
passions  and  fortify  the  judgment.  Could  the  fra- 
mers  of  the  Censtitation  have  intended  to  reverse 
this  rule,  and  give  in  this  section  unlimited  licence 
to  power?  •  Never,  sit,  never.  Then,  sir,  let  this 
House  pause  before  it  acts  upon  this  va^ue  auiho- 
rity — or  who,  sir,  will  be  safe  in  or  out  of  your  walls? 

This  is  not  all.  The  power  given  is  *Mo  expel." 
The  resolution  proposes  ''to  censure  Alexander 
Duncan."  Even  thus  softened  down  to  conciliate 
support,  this  resolution  is,  in  my  judgment,  uncon- 
stitutional. I  see  no  right,  no  power,  in  this  House 
to  pass  It. 

But,  sir,  even  if  there  was  a  power  in  the  House 
to  act,  still  I  MTill  say,  it  was  deserving  of  grave 
consideration  whether  it  would  be  expedient  to  ex- 
ercise it.  '  The  power  to  do  so,  at  best,  is  of  ex- 
ceedingly doubtful  right.  Whether  the  privileges 
of  the  House  go  beyond  those  expressly  granted  in 
the  Constitution,  or  where  they  have  been  defined 
by  rules  of  the  House,  or  by  law  solemnly  passed, 
has  been  frequently  and  mooh  questioned  by  some 
of  the  best  minds  in  the  country.  I  shall  not  here 
enter  into  that  wide  field,  further  than  to  say,  that 
I  go  with  neither  extremes  of  opinions  on  this  snb- 
jeet.  I  neither  go  for  the  unlimited  parliamentary 
discretion,  nor  for  disarming  either  House  of  Con- 
gress of  the  power  of  self-protection.  1  should 
consider  this  House  reduced  to  the  most  deplorable 
helplessness  and  contempt,  if  it  had  not  the  power 
to  protect  itself  and  its  members  whUe  in  the  dis- 
charge of  their  high  duties,  to  shield  them  from 
violence  or  impediment.  It  has  ample  powers 
for  doing  so.  I  have  heretofore  spread  upon 
the  records  of  this  House  my  opinions  on  this 
subject.  I  then  said,  sir,  and  I  now  repeat,  that 
** while  it  is  essential  for  the  vindication  of  the 
privileges. and  dignity  of  the  House,  that  its  pow- 
ers shall  be  sometimes  exercised,  it  should  be  done 
on^yin  etnes  of  iir^ig  neeetstty,  and  never  carried 
beyond  what  is  absolotelv  and  imperiously  required 
by  the  existing  emergency."  There  is  a  wise  jea- 
lousy against  power  in  this  country.  Its  proneness 
to  abuse  is  well  understood  by  the  people.  The 
dictate  of  a  wise  moderation  should  admonish  ,ns  to 
forbear  its  exercise  in  doubtful  cases,  especially 
when  they  involve  vital  questions  of  high  politi- 
cal and  peivonal  rights.  In  moments  of  calmness 
the  judgment  of  all  men  will  agree  to  this.  When 
this  House  undertakes  te  assert  privilege  and  ex- 
ert power,  it  should  be  a  eUar  ease  ef  r^ghi  and 
duly;  it  should  be  with  deliberation,  not  passion — 
in  defence,  not  in  vengeance;  and  its  action  should 
be  tempered  by  as  much  of  the  spirit  of  modera- 
tion, nay  of  indulgence  even,  for  the  infirmities  of 
nature,  as  can  be  made  to  comport  with  what  is 
due  10  justice  and  its  own  dignity.  Nor  should 
the  House  forget  that  it  is  itself  the  accuser,  the 
law  maker,  the  witness,  the  prosecutor,  and 
the  judge  in  its  own  case,  and  that  from  its  sen- 
tence there  is  no  appeal.  I  ask  the  House  if  this 
proceeding  is  in  the  calm  spirit  of  judicial  in- 
quiry? if  the  boisterous  and  angry  passions  which 
have  been  heaving  and  toeing  the  judgment  of 
members  to  and  fro  since  ii  begun,  burstinjs  over 
the  legitimate  boundaries  of  calm  and  decorous 
debate,  have  fitted  us  to  decide  this  grave 
and  important  matter  with  the  caution  and 
prudence  its  magnitude  demands?  Is  it  the 
calm  judgment  of  the  House,  or  excited 
feielings,   which  has  birouight'  this  case  up   for 


trial?  Do  we  not  »ll  sec  the  diffiealty  vhidi.Mii. 
tlemen  have,  to  define  the  offence  of  the  uioiRr 
from  Ohio,  to  point  to  the  lav  he  has  trusgreonl} 
What  is  it  that  has  made  him  amenable  lo  tht|a< 
dicial  action  of  the  House?  He  is  not  imigiid 
because  he  has  committed  any  oficDoe  in  ilKse 
walls  against  the  rules  of  its  proceeding,  <v  the  lav 
or  the  ConsiitntioD?  Has  he  impeded  the  aci»a 
of  this  House,  or  its  committees,  or  any  ncsiber 
of  it,  in  the  discharge  of  their  dnticsS  His  be  as- 
saulted, challenged,  or  obstrucisd,  or  diatbled  the 
House,  its  committees,  or  any  member  of  it,  sotlai. 
they,  or  any  one  of  them,  have  been  hindered  for«M 
moment  from  free  and  full  service  to  the  ooaai^ 
and  their  constiiuf^nis?  No,  sir,  not  so.  floeew 
great  his  offence  may  be  eonsidend  against  utber 
tribunals,  against  this,  the  only  one  alleged  or.  pit 
in  issue  by  his  accusers,  is  the  pnblieataoa  ia  the 
Qlobe^ust  such  an  ofifeaoe  as  is  daily  aad  honrtj 
committe<l  in  every  newspaper,  and  as  viU  hsD 
the  end  of  time  iu  every  free  country— just  au^  a 
publication  as  got  the  3  >nate  of  the  United  Siaiei, 
in  1800,  into  its  difilculty  with  Wro.  Doua,  ite 
editor  of  the  Aurora  newspaper.  That  cditoi, 
a  Repubiicaa,  made  strictures  on  the  Federaltoair, 
which  it  resented  as  *'false,  defamatoiy,  Kaadahs 
and  malicious,"  and  an  auack  on  their  hi^  pni* 
leges.  He  was  summoned  to  their  bar,  to  be  tmi 
for  it;  and,  eventually,  refusing  (n  appear, teiai 
arrestad  by  warrant  from  the  Senate  and  pnaishcd-* 
for  what,  do  you  suppose,  sir— the  hieachofpnii* 
lege?  No,  sir,  no-— they  dared  not  do  that;  bat  th^ 
punished  him  for  a  eentonipi  in  ntlafpeamg^kifk^ 
dienee  to  ikeUr  ordtty  eA  tkevr  kmr-^vtt  that  tbejr  Ih^ 
jarisdictidi,  but  on  «*sober  second  thoagb,"  tlar 
Itlfall :  the  question  of  privilege,  and  coded  tki 
afi!air,  by  passing  the  following  resolutioa: 

^'Reiolved^  Tliat  the  President  of  itie  United  Stitei  be  n- 
queatcd  to  iMtrttCt  (ho  proper  law  <ifllcer  toMfiutofeHiy 
carry  on  a  proaecutioh  against  "Wiltiam  Doaoe,  ediloc  ofi  ' 
newspaper  called  th^  Aufora,  for  certain  fkbe,  deftmnR 
■canialoua  and  malicioua  pablfcaiiom  in  aM  oeanaapBC. « 
the  19ih  of  February  laat  past,  tending  to  de&me  th«9nw«l 
the  U lifted  States,  and  to  bring  them  ioto  comempCaod an- 
nate, and  to  excite  agamst  tliena  the  hatred  of  itepeeptoofSt 
United  Stataii."    (^ena/e  Jotima/,  vot  3,  f».  S8.)  , 


Thus,  sir,  even  in  that  day  of  Federal  as 
tion,  did  the  free  principles  of  the  Cooatii 
achieve  a  triumph,  and  the  ^nate,  with  all  itsaiis- 
tocratic  tendencies,  feel  itself  compelled  to  fieM  {b 
untenable  and  high-handed  procedure  to  a  n^w 
conduct  more  conformable  to  the  coasiiioiiflail 
rights  of  the  people.  Let  tis  pause  here,  sir,  tfPw 
are  caught  in  the  like  predicament,  and  PM<V({>^ 
to  retrace  our  steps,  or,  if  we  peivist,  are  nWv 
and  condemned  by  an  enlightened  and  indi|iBt 
public  opinion./  .  i 

The  gentleman  from  Missi^ippicalM  pyjj** 
tlon  lo  the  case  of  a  challenge.  I  have,  h  ImJ^ 
port,  from  which  the  derk  read  an  exlfact«  M^ 
myoptnron,  that  *Ho  challenge  a  member  toifit 
a  duel,  during  Uie  session. of  Congress,  vliile.fcf? 
attending  to  his  public  duties,  is  a  breach  of ijn*-* 
lege;"  and  I  have,  sir,  in  that  repext,  ^^1? 
reasons  /ully  for  that  opiip'on,  to  which  I  (vem 
gentleman.  But,  sir,  why  this  question  n8Vl>.wl 
it  any  thing  to  do  with  the  proposed  nfl-iig 
against  the  gentleman  from  Ohio?  Has  anygjj 
lenge  passed?  No,  sir.  Is  the  memberfa»<JJ 
to  be  punished  for  what  he  has  not  drnc?  I«^ 
resolution,  which  is  the  indictment,  not  oae-vflj 
is  said  of-  a  challenge.  The  cause  alleged  i%wit 
"he  had  written,  and  caused  to  be  publiiW*P 
Globe  newspaper,  the  following  publicatioo^**' 
Why,  then,  whilst  In  the  resolutiou  he  ise^gi 
and  on  trial,  for  the  offence  of  toril'iMg  "•fiN'T 
ifif  this  article  in  the  Globe,  are  we  teferwdJ'J* 
doctrine  of  privilege  embraced  in  challea^.  * 
it,  sir,  that  while  we  hold  the  member  on  irilUg 
derone  chai^,  which  is  not  tenable  ia  W* 
may  be  convicted  under  the  other,  for  whk*  «• 
is  law?  The  case  made  against  him  caaaol  bsj» 
ried.  It  isihere  writteii  in  due  and  solema  W** 
It  proposes  to  punish,  for  no  act  doae  ii  ■• 
House,  nor  within  its  privilege;*,  nor  as  a  wntm 
bat  out  of  it,  in  the  exerciisc  of  his  rights  •••• 
tixen,  au'l  for  which  he  is  answ^eraSle  to  thewg 
of  law,  for  all  improper  indoigeoos.  Tw  |*J 
diction  of  this  case,  and  you  tie  »<*•*••  J2 
same  primiifite  ^11  cover  leifwy  mmpf^j  ■■? 
upon  a  membsr  of  the  House.    Panwi  «■»  •• 
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yoo  mav  pooish  all  ofTendiog  in  like  cases.  How 
many  will  have  to  be  tried  by  you?  Can  yoa 
ecmiu  ttiem»  or  ihe  cosi?  What  editor  of  a  news- 
paper will  be  execnpti  Who,  indeed, 'Xril I  be  safe 
from  year  inqoisitlon. 

Coald  yott  succeed,  there  is  an  end  of  the  free- 
dom of  the  press  and  the  freedom  of  dii>cassion^ 
bot«  Mr,  ypQ  cannot  succeed;  it  could  not  be  done 
iritb  Duane  in  the  iron  rule  of  the  sedition  law, 
much  le»  t^n  it  be  done  now,  when  popular' rights 
ud  cpnstitntional  law  have  achieved  50  many  tri- 
vmpbis,  and  are  as  well  known  as  tney  are  dearly 
prised  by  the  people. 

[Mr.  MsNCFXcof  Kentucky  here  ro5e,  an  1  asked 
the  attention  of  Mr.  Elmore  to  tlie  following  ex- 
tract from  Mr.  Duncan*s  pabiication  in  the  Globe 
of  the  19ih  of  February  i 

"for  thb  olobb 

*K)n  iIm  16th  and  17th  January  Uut,  I  made  eoroe  remarks  in 
tl»  Bbaaa  «r  RepfeaenuuiTes  on  Hie  reMtvtlon  to  appoint  a 
eooHBlnee  10  iaqairo  into  ihedeMcatione  of  Ramuel  8wart- 
womt  whtch  remarke  were  0000  after  publlehed  in  the  Qlobe, 
aiMtrha^eaiiieeheen  poblibhed  in  pamphlet  form.  Mr.  Stanly 
of  NbKth  CiBiotioa  fortowed  me  In  reply.  At  the  commeoce* 
Mqpt  of  •  faia  cimarka,  be  insinuated  thai  I  wae  an  AboHtioniat. 
I  ynoBipgiy  pfonponced  the  ionnoation  a  tniee  falsehood,  end  a 
Ml  dciraetion,  whether  it  dwelt  upon  the  tins  of  the  unprhici- 
pM  caltimniator,  or  floaiod  oa  tha  breese  in  the  corrupt,  pui- 
Moaoa,  and  elaoderoua  Federal  eheeta  of  the  day.  My  intea 
tloa  at  the  time  was  to  insult  the  member.  So  he  underBiood 
aiB.  #0  all  wh^hesid  me  understood  me.  Hy  meaninff  waa 
tkattteMe«Aeriraaalpaeliaranda  i6uicaloQiniator;and  the 
only  nwnniUiet  he  waa  ituUreetiy  thus  denouneed,  was  because 
the  rtf As  nf  the  Roufe  prohibited  me  from  doing  it  directly^ 
frtlhowt 'laying  myself  liable  to  its  censure.  All  thi«u  too,  waa 
noil  nademood  at  the  time;  and  for  this  intended  and  well  un* 
dsnpiood  insult,  I  held  myself  io  leadiness  to  five  iho  member 
•by  satisfaction  which  he  mi!;h(  have  the  moral  courage  to 
saw.  Bat  no  diapositioa  to  seek  for  redress  was  manifested 
witliin  ttie  time  I  bad  a  rigiit  to  expect  it.  or  within  the  lime  it 
OMj^te  expected,  frum  a  man  who  had  any  regard  for  liia 
hoootar  reputation.  80 1  was  disposed  to  let  the  member  go 
ilir  what  I  believe  him  to  be»  a  mean  poltroon  and  d  base  liai; 
•ad  which  I  believe  he  may  ai  any  time,  and  in  any  place,  be 
procioQAced  with  impunity." 

Mr.  Mi:nefe£  was  understood  to  add.  I  now 
call  on  ihe  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  to  note 
the  faetdiscldiaed  by  the  member  from  Ohio,  in  the  ex- 
tniei  read  from  his  publication,  that  he  did^  in  fAt« 
.  Bali  /rem  hiiplaet^  as  a  mmnbtr  of  this  Hotue^  in  debate, 
md  i«  wkal  he  aehynekdges  he  knew  to'be  a  violaiwn 
•f'tke  rmUst  titter  what  is  here  printed,  with  the  in- 
tfliUoii  to  insult  the  gentleman  from  North  Caroli- 
Aft.  And  BOW  I  ask,  sir,  if  this  does  not  constitute 
aneh  an  offeikce  as  is  punishable  by  the  rules  of 
«iis.H0Me?] 

'  Mr  Elmorc-  I  reply,  no  sir;  it  does  not  come 
vnder  *ny  law  or  rule  of  this  House;  but' if  it  did, 
sir.  It  is' not  applicable  to  the  case  we  are  trying. 
TlikC  gentlemen  who  have  originated  and  matured 
this  proeeedSag  have  made  a  totally  different  charge. 
It  was  made  carefully — presented  deliberately — 
and,  aOer  a  day's  debate,  and  a  night's  reflection, 
acMHIkd  to  its  present  shape;  it  is  coached  in  the 
eleafcst  and  most  unequivocal  language.  There 
it  f^  stir,  perf(*eted  in  the  resolution  on  your  table; 
BUd,  so  far  from  being  for  words  spoken  herey  it  is 
expressly  for  words  ''written  and  caused  to  be  pub- 
UArd  in  the  Globe  newspaper."  That  resolution 
is  the  indictment,  the  declaration,  the  record  of  the 
gialntlemeD,  precisely  as  they  have  chosen  to  present 
diecase.  The  pleadings  are  made  up,  and  the  is5ae 
jaiDed,  in  their  own  words,  and  on  their  own 
IpnKind.  It  is  not,  I  repeat,  sir,  for  words  spoken 
%tn  in  this  House,  but  for  words  written  and  pub- 
Bsiied  oat  of  the  House.  They  cannot  now  swerve 
-  fr&tD  or  vary  the  issue. 

[Mr.  AAencfeb  rose  agaic,  and  was  understood 
to  say:  I  desire  to  call  the  attention  of  the  gentle- 
aa&B  fiom  South  CaroKna  to  this  point.  The  mem- 
ber from  Ohio,  in  his  publication  in  the  Qlobe^  de- 
eioa^B  that  it  \(as  his  intention  to  insult  the  gentle- 
iBSiB  from  North  Carolina  in  what  be  said  in  the 
HoBSCy  and  has  repeated  in  this  publication.  He 
jreaierday,  in  his  place>in  this  Honse,  avowed  what 

9  here  publi^he^,  and  declared  that  it  was  his 
intention  to  insult  the  gentleman  A'om  North  Caro- 
lina.. This  avowal  is  prcof  of  the  intention,  and 
vraus  made  in  the  Hoii^e.  Do^s  not  that  give  juris- 
diciion?] 

Mr.  Elmore  rc&umed.  It  is  all  in  vain,  IMr. 
Speaker.  Bliitled  as  he  is,  adroit  and  practised  in 
tins  kind  of  warfare,  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky 
eaiafiot  escape,  nor  extricate  those  he  acts  with,  in 
tins  way.    With  all  bis  address,  it  is  too  late  now 

10  ebaoge  the  issue.  '  There  it  is,  sir,  in  die  resolu- 


tion, ex.ic'.Iy  as  ihey  havt^  ileliberaUly  ch«'^eli  :o 
present  it.  It  canrxi:  be  shifted,  iwisi^d,  or  ch.in£:ed 
from  what  v  i<.  No,  sir:  not  even  by  this  new  o  '- 
ftfnce,  heretofore  unheard  of  in  criminal  jurispru- 
dence. We  are  now  told,  sir,  thai  it  is  not  for  the 
original  .^in  he  is  to  be  punished,  but  for  the  proof 
his  avowals  or  confessions  here  yesterday  afford. 
Not  for  spying,  or  writing,  or  publishing,  but  for 
<confe5»ing  the  act.  If  this  is  law  or  justice,  I  have 
studied  legal  rights  to  little  purpose.  The  expe- 
rience of  much  practice,  and  some  reading,  has 
been  entirely  thrown  away,  for  never  yet  have  I 
een  or  heard  of  such  a  principle. 

There  is  even  y^t  another  answer,  not  less  con- 
clusive, in  the  laws  of  this  House,  lirant,  sir, 
that  the  resolution  on  you:  table  does  not  read  as  it 
is  wrideii,  and  that  while  it  says  Alexander  Duncan 
shall  be  "reprimanded  by  the  Speaker,"  for  writing 
and  pvbliahing^  ^  it  really  means  for  speaking  the 
words  complained  of  on  this  floor.  Even  then,  sir, 
I  tell  the  gentleman  this  House  cannot  now  puoi&h 
the  member  for  it.  The  rules  -of  the  House  make 
the  law  of  the  case,  and  1  cite  the  gentleman  from 
Kentucky  the  twenty-sixih  rule,  which  is  in  the 
followin::  words: 

"26.  If  a  member  be  called  to  order  for  wonla  «po1cen  int^c- 
bate,  the  pereon  calhnc:  him  10  order  aball  repeat  the  words  ex- 
cepted to,  and  they  »hk\\  be  talcen  down  in  wrJtki;  at  the  Clerk'* 
table;  and  no  member  shall  be  held  to  answer,  or  l)e  subject  to 
the  censure  of  the  House,  for  words  npoken  in  deflate,  if  any 
other  member  has  spoken,  or  other  busineaa  has  mterrened, 
after  the  words  spoken,  and  befoittezcepiioti  to  them  shall  hare 
l)een  talcen." 

The  proposition  of  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky 
is  in  direct  and  palpable  violation  of  that  rule. 
This,  sir,  is  the  natural  result  of  error.  The  origi- 
nal movement  was  wrong,  untenable,  indefensible. 
On  a  night's  reflection  *it  was  abandoned  for  the 
modified  resolution  of  my  colleague;  and  that,  sir, 
being  equally  indefensible,  the  gentleman  from 
Kentucky  comes  to  the  rescue  with  a  suggestion 
which  will  ride  over  the  rules  of  this  House,  the 
Constitution  and  the  law,  to  strike  down  the  mem- 
ber from  Ohio.  It  will  not  do,  sir.  Through  all 
its  mutations,  under  all  its  modifications,  it  is  not 
in  the  power  o£  all  the  talents  and  skill  of  the 
moverar  to  conceal  the  true  character  and  bearing 
of  this  extraordinary  and  alarming  measure;  nor,  if 
they  succeed  here,  will  we  be  able  to  justify  to  the 
people  this  precedent  of  dangerotyi  usurpation,  this 
unwarrantable  violation  of  representative  rights. 

There  is,  also,.  Mr.  Speaker,  one  other  conside- 
ration which  demand?  the  attention  of  the  House. 
If  this  body  determines  to  go  out  of  its  own  curti- 
lage, to  examine  into  the  conduct  of  a  member,  to 
sit  in  judgment  on  the  words  he  writes  and  pub- 
lishes of  another  member,  or  of  this  House,  how 
much  more  is  it  bound  10  take  cognizance  of  words 
of  similar  import  when  uttered  on  its  own  floor,  in 
its  own  proceedings,  and  in  its  own  ear.  I  mean, 
sir,  nothing  personal;  I  intend  no  offence  to  any 
one.  How  often  is  this  House  the  theatre  of  such 
exhibitions.  Nay,  sir,  even  this  very  debate  has 
poured  out  in  this  Hall  floods  of  denunciatory  lan- 
guage, comporting,  in  my  humble  opinion,  neither 
with  the  f^ecoium  of  debate  nor  the  dignity  of  this 
body.  It  is  ringing  now  in  our  ears,  and  admo^ 
nishing  us  how  deeply  we  may  commit  ourselves 
in  this  very  proceeding.  I  am,  sir,  at  all  times, 
ready  to  join  in  enforcing  the  rules  of  the  House  to 
prevent  personalities;  and  if  they  arc  insuflicieni, 
to  support  amendments  which  will  make  them  suf- 
ficient. I  a^ree  with  all  my  heart  to  what  fell 
heretofore  from  my  friend  from  Maryland,  [Mr. 
Jenifer,]  that  .<>uch  rules  should  be  adopted  as  will 
compel  members  to  refrain  from  personalities. 
This  is  most  especially  called  for  new,  since  you 
have  passed  the  law  against  duellins.  But  to' re- 
cur to  the  argument.  If  you  punish  the  member 
from  Ohio  for  improper  language  written  and  print- 
ed out  of  the  House,  upon  what  piinciple  ot  equal 
and  impartial  justice  can  you  refuse  to  punish  lan- 
guage equally  objectior  able  uttered  in  the  Hou5ie 
and  in  its  public  proceedings?  Is  it  not  more  your 
duty  to  preserve  order  and  decorum  in  von r  ses- 
wonsl  Is  not  your  character  more  deeply  jmpli- 
cated  by  not  doing  it?  Let  us  be  under  no  misiake 
in  this  matter.  The  world  will  say  justly,  if  we 
adopt  this  resolution,  that  weshould  be  bound  to  bring 
the  rule  into  the  House  and  give  it  here  its  fullest 
application.      Are  we  prepared  for   the  conse- 


qaencei.?     Have  gentlemen  considered  to  what  it 
would  load  them? 

I  consider,  Mr.  Speaker,  thai  at  this  late  period 
of  the  session,  it  is  exceedingly  injudicious  to  go 
further  in  this  business,  ovrer  which  we  have,  in 
my  opinion,  no  jurisdiction.  It  is  a  wa^te  of  the 
time  which  should  be  devoted  to  the  mass  of  hignly 
important  public  busincd^  on  your  table,  in  idle  and 
mischievous  debate,  which  can  result  in  nothing 
beneficial  to  us  or  the  country.  I  believe  we  have 
no  jurisdiction  over  the  matter;  but  if  we  had,  it  is 
of  so  frail  and  doubtful  a  tenure,  thai  it  would  be 
the  part  of  wisoom  at  all  times  to  decline  its  exer- 
cise. It  is  now,  in  this  juncture  of  affairs,  our  jiuty  - 
to  pass  it  by.  To  justify  us  in  departing  from  this 
course,  the  fact  of  violation  of  privilege  should  be 
clear,  the  law  beyond  dispute,  the  offence  perfect, 
and  the  necessity  for  punishing  it  fully  established. 
None  of  these  appear  in  the  present  case. 

Before  I  conclude,  Mr.  Speaker,  I  will  notice 
one  other  ground  commented  on  by  (he  gentleman 
from  Mississippi  [Mr.  PrekiISS]  He  held  up  the 
law  just  passed  against  duelling,  and  charged  that 
the  publication  of  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  was  cal- 
culated to  produce  a  violation  of  its  provisions.  I 
bold  that  law  now  in  my  hand,  and  I  have  looked 
over  its  provisions.  YHiile  I  find  ample  powers 
given  to  the  courts  of  justice  10  take  preventive 
measures  to  arrest  such  proceedings,  and  to  puni.sh 
all  who  may  be  concerned  in  them,  I  see  no  power 
given  to  this  House  to  punish  a  member  under  it — 
more  especially,  too,  before  he  has  given  or  ac- 
cepted a  challenge.  To  undertake  to  enforce  that 
law  in  this  House,  would  be  to  usurp  the  duties  and 
power* of  the  courts  on  which  you  have  conferred 
them.  That  law  leaves  the  powers  of  this  House 
exactly  where  it  found  them — neither  enlarged  nor 
diminished.  We  have  gained  no  new  privileges 
under  it,  and  it  is  no  authority  for  this  House  in  its 
proceedings.  Let  us  leave  it  to  the  courts  to  which 
It  belongs,  and  attend  to  our  own  appropriate  duties. 

I  have  said  already  more  than  I  intended  when  I 
rose;  and  in  compliance  with  the  promise  exacted 
by  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  I  renew  the 
motion  for  the  previous  question. 


REMARK8  OF  MR.  LINN, 

Of  Missouri, 

In  Senate,  February —,  1839. 

The  Senate  having  taken  up  the  bill  providing 
for  the  protection  <>f  citizens  of  the  United  States 
residing  in  the  Oregon  Territory,  or  trading  on  the 
Columbia  river  or  its  irihutaries-* 

Mr.  LINN  said  that  he  had  some  days  since 
given  his  views,  at  large,  on  the  merits  of  this  bill, 
to  which  he  had  little  now  to  add.  In  the  course 
of  that  debate  he  had  ventured  to  prophesy  that 
our  difiScuIties  with  Great  Britain  would  only  be 
adjusted  by  war,  as  the  causes  for  hostilities  were 
rapidly  accumulating,  and  old  sores  were  in  a  state 
of  irritation. 

Great  Britain  does  not  hesitate  to  lay  her  hands 
on  a  portion  of  the  State  of  Maine,  because  it  suits 
her  convenience,  and  to  which  ihe  has  no  more 
right,  in  point  of  fact,  than  1  would  have  to  my 
friend'-s  [Mr.  Preston's]  property,  in  South  Caro* 
lina.  In  truth,  she  has  not  even  a  shadow  of  a 
claim  to  any  portion  of  Maine. 

But  when  did  Great  Britain  ever  refrain  from 
taking  possession  or  any  country  or  position  she 
deemed  necessary  to  the  advancement  of  her  com- 
mercial interests,  or  to  furnish  f  >6d  for  her  national 
vanity?  Our  frtenda  of  the  Northeast  do  not  M*em 
to  relish  British  dominion  or  jurisdiction.  They 
do  not  appear  toiiiin^  to  permit  their  noble  forei^is  of 
pine  and  other  timber  to  be  cut  down  atod  carried  to 
market  by  the  Brunswickers.  They  know  the  va- 
lue of  their  trees;  they  calculate  the  value  of  each  to 
a  cent;  they  know  the  value  of  their  S:oil,  of  their 
property,  and  of  their  Government,  too  well,  not  to 
be  willing  to  fight  for  them.  England  has  ju>t  as 
little  claim  to  the  Territory  of  Oregon  as  she  has  to 
Maine.  By  the  conventions  of  1818  and  1828,  it 
was  agreed  that  both  countries  should  have  concur- 
rent possession  and  jurisdiction;  butj^Mr.  Presulenr, 
this  has  been,  and  is  now,  a  nullity  to  us,  for  Great 
Britain,  through  the  medium  of  the  Hudson's  Bay 
Cempany,  has  built  ttnd  armed  several  forts,  equip- 
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ped  ships,  erected  houses,  and  improved  farms; 
aod  opened  a  trade  with  all  the  triben  of  Indians 
on  the  western  slope  of  the  Rocky  Mountains,  as 
far  south  as  the  Qalf  of  California.  Their  hunters 
and  trappers  have  penetrated  all  the  valleys  and 
glens  of  the  Rocky  Mountains,  scattering  arms, 
munitions  of  war,  and  fomenting  discontent  against 
the  United  States  in  the  bosoms  of  those  distant  In- 
dian tribes.  They  have  driven  our  people  from 
the  Indian  trade, which  yielded  $700,000  or  |800,000 
per  annum,  and  even  pushed  their  operations  east  of 
the  Rocky  Mountains  to  the  Great  Mississippi  Val- 
ley. To  all  of  these  aggressions  we  tamely  submit. 
They  have  rained  our/ur  tradty  and  seem  disposed 
to  appropriate  the  forests  of  Maine  to  their  own  use. 
t  was  mistaken  when  I  said  we  quietly  submit  to 
these  injuries.  Our  Yankee  friends  to  the  Northeast 
are  n«io  showing  a  proper  degree  of  indignation  at 
British  insolence  and  outrage,  and  manifesting  a 
proper  degree  of  war  spirit.  This  is  right;  for  I 
believe,  with  the  member  of  the  Irish  Parliament, 
(when  she  had  one,)  that  the  best  way  to  avoi«I  dan- 
ger, is  to  meet  it  plump  in  ihe  face.  The  English 
now  claim  ezcluiive  possession  and  jurisdiction 
over  a  part  of  the  State  of  Maine,  have  entire  pos- 
session and  use  of  the  Oregon  Territory,  and  have 
extended  their  laws  over  it,  even  to  the  confines  of 
Missouri  and  Arkansas.  Not  satisfied  with  these 
aggressions,  they  liberated  the  slaves  of  Southern 
gentlemen,  when  the  ship  that  contained  them  was 
wrecked  on  the  reefs  of  the  Bahama  isles.  Mr. 
President,  if  all  our  complaints  and  causes  for  col- 
lision with  Great  Britain  were  put  together,  I 
think  the  world  would  bear  us  harmless,  should 
We  resort  to  the  ultimate  redros  lor  wrongs.  Jlnd 
ihovU  war  ever  take  place  between  the  two  counXrtes, 
I  hope  U  tpiU  not  cease  until  she  is  driven  from  the  con* 
tinent. 

For  my  part,  when  I  look  back  to  the  period 
when  our  sailors  had  to  carry  posses  when  traversing 
the  wide  ocein — which  pais  was  often  torn  up  and 
thrown  in  the  sailoi*s  face  by  some  upstart  mid- 
shipman, who  impressed  him  into  the  British  ser- 
vice in  defiance  of  his  American  protection,  as  it 
was  called — to  the  marder  of  our  citizens  in  our 
own  waters,  and  m  the  sight  of  our  own  shores — 
to  the  burning  and  plundering  of  our  ships  on  the 
public  highway  of  nations,  the  ocean — the  arming 
and  exciting  the  Indians  to  murder  and  scalp  our 
women  and  children,  and  devastate  our  frontier, 
with  a  thousand  other  insults  and  injuries,  past  and 
present,  we  have  received  at  hef  hands,  no  wise,  I 
assure  you,  Mr.  President,  disposes  me  to  forget 
and  forgive  so  haughty,  insulting,  grasping,  and 
unjust  a  Government.    ' 

As  regards  this  bill,  I  shall  make  no  motion; 
leaving  it  in  the  hands  of  the  Senate,  as  many 
esteemed  friends  around  and  near  me  seem  to 
think  that,  at  this  critical  moment^  the  passage  of 
the  bill  might  be  misconstrued.  But  I  ple«^ge  my- 
self not  to  permit  our  claims  to  this  Territory  to 
slumber. 

Mr.  President,  I  am  far,  very  far,  from  desiring 
war  with  Great  Britain;  but  l;vould  not  avoid  it 
by  a  truckling  pdicy,  or  a  mean  submission  to  in- 
sult or  injury. 

Qn  motion  of  Mr.  Wright,  the  bill  was  com- 
mitted to  the  Committee  on  Fareign  Relations. 


SPEECH  OF  MR.  PARKER, 
Or  New  York, 

In  the  House  of  Representatives,  February  19  and 
90,  1839. 
The  following  resolutions,  reported  by  the  Select 
Committee  on  the  Public  L^iiids,  being  under  con- 
sideration : 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  report  to  the  Houie,  and  ask 
laare  to  be  discharged  from  the  further  consideration  of  the 
Bubject- matters  referred  to  them,  and  that  the  journal  of  the 
committee  be  reported  and  published. 

Resolved,  further^  That  the  committee  deem  it  inexpedient 
to  take  further  steps  on  the  subject  of  the  public  lands  this  ses- 
sion. 
Mr.  PARKER  rose  and  said : 
As  a  member  of  the  Select  Committee  on  the 
Public  Lands,  and  as  a  Representative  fiom  a 
State  having  so  lar^e  an  interest  in  the  disposition 

f  that  subject,  I  may  claim  a  small  portion  of  the 

me  of  the  House,  while  I  state  the  reasons  which 


led  mc  10  co-icur  in  ihe  lepo'ri  of  the  committee, 
and  why  I  shall  oppose  the  a:)^cndalorv'  proposi- 
tions of  the  gptiili'tnan  from  MlNSOuri,  [Mr.  Har- 
rison,] and  ih-  gentleman  from  Virginia,  [Mr. 
Robertson.]  1  occupy,  Mr.  Speaker,  a  middle 
ground  between  these  two  gentlemen,  by  no  means 
yielding  to  the  extraordinary  doctrine  of  the  for- 
mer, and  equall)  unconvinced  of  the  propriety  of 
the  measure  advocated  by  the  latter.  The  fifth 
resolution  of  the  mefhbcr  from  Missouri  is  as  fol- 
lows : 

Resolved,  thereforf,  As  the  States  of  this  Confederacy,  '^in 
all  respects  whatever,  are  equally  free,  soTereijrn,  and  indepen- 
dent," uo  conditions  bein^  imposed  or  requiretl  hj  ih«  Consti- 
tution upon  those  that  ini|;h[  .>d  admitted  into  the  Union,  that 
all  restrictions  and  condiiion-i  npon  the  new  States,  on  their  ad* 
mission,  l)eing  opposed  to  the  1  undamental  principles  and  anakv 
gies  of  t..e  Government,  and  not  sanctioned  by  the  Constitu- 
tion, are  null  and  void;  and  that  each  new  Stute,  upon  being 
admitted  into  the  Union,  being  "as  free,  sovereign,  and  indepen- 
dent as  ihd  other  States,  in  all  respects  whatever,"  was  ab- 
solved, by  the  act  of  admissiuo,  from  all  terms,  conditions,  re 
strictions,  and  limitations  whatever,  whether  under  deeds  of 
cession,  ordinances,  or  compacts;  and  became,  ipso  facto,  the 
absolute,  unqualified,  and  uncontrollable  sovereign  of  the  soil 
lying  within  its  respective  limits  and  jurisdiction. 

He  claims  that  all  the  public  lands  lying  in  the 
new  States  belong,  of  right,  to  those  Slates — that 
the  ownership  of  the  soil  of  the  vacant  lands  ne- 
cessarily results  from  the  sovereignty  of  a  State, 
and  is  inseparably  connected  with  its  political  juris- 
tion.  This  is  a  bold  doctrine,  Mr.  Speaker,  but  I 
believe  it  is  not  entirely  new. 

Several  years  ago,  when  a  graduation  bill  was 
under  discussion  in  the  Senate,  an  ameadment  in- 
volving the  same  principle  was  proposed  by  a  Se- 
nator from  Indiana,  but,  after  some  discussion,  it 
was  withdrawn.  I  am  told,  also,  that  a  pamphlet 
was  published,  about  the  same  time,  by  a  GJovernor 
of  one  of  the  Western  Slates,  in  which  the  same 
doctrine  w^.s  advocated.  But,  in  all.  the  discus- 
sion that  has  taken  place  on  this  floor  on  the  sub- 
ject of  the  public  lands,  no  such  monstrous  propo- 
sition has  ever  before  been  a.«jserted.  It  may  be  a 
very  convenient  doctrine  for  the  gentleman  from 
Missouri,  and  I  doubt  not  his  argument  will  meet 
the  cordial  approbation  of  those  whom  he  repre- 
sents. The  glittering  prize  he  exhibits  may  for  a 
time  dazzle  the  eyes  of  his  constituents,  and  pre- 
vent their  looking  on  this  question  with  impartiali- 
ty. If  the  principle  contended  for  is  recognised, 
the  State  ef  Miss-ouri  would  immediately  become 
the  owner  of  more  that  thirty-three  millions  of  acres 
of  the  public  land  now  remaining  unsold  within  its 
limits.  But  I  cannot  believe  it  will  ever  receive 
the  sanction  of  this  House,  or  of  the  nation. 

If  the  doctrine  cited  from  Vatiel  by  the  gentle- 
from  Missouri,  [Mr.  Harrison,]  viz:  *'thal,the 
ownership  of  the  soil  of  all  the  waste  lands  is  a  ne- 
cessary attribntc  of  the  sovereignly  of  a  State,"  was 
ever  applicable  to  the  lands  in  this  country,  it  cou'd 
only  have  been  when  we  were  emerging  from  the 
condition  of  colonies,  and  assuming  the  position  of 
independent  States.  It  was  then  that  these  States, 
as  they  became  sovereign,  became  at  the  same 
time  the  owners  of  all  the  unappropriated  lands 
within  iheir  limits.  From  this  source  is  derived 
the  present  tiileof  the  Federal  Qovernment,  resting 
entirely  upon  contract,  and  not  upon  any  as- 
sumed eiercise  of  jurisdiciian. 

At  the  time  of  the  Revolution,  the  public  lands 
(with  the  exception  of  those  since  purchased  from 
France  and  Spain,)  were  claimed  by  the  States, 
and  these  claims  constituted  the  principal  obsta- 
cle in  forming  the  Confederation.  Several  of  the 
Slates,  that  made  no  claim  to  the  vacant  lands, 
contended  that  they  should  be  considered  the  com- 
mon property  of  the  United  States,  and  Maryland 
'  did  not  yield  her  assent  to  the  Articles  of  Confeder- 
ation, until  March,  1781. 

The  first  movement  on  the  subject  of  ceding  the 
unappropriated  lands,  was  made  by  the  State  of 
New  York,  in  March,  1780,  when  the  Legislature 
of  that  State  passed  an  act  tendering  to  the  United 
States  a  cession  of  its  claims  to  the  western  ter- 
ritory. 

This  was  followed  by  resolutions  of  Congress, 
one  of  which,  passed  on  the  lOih  of  October,  1780, 
contained  a  pledge  as  to  the  manner  in  which  the 
lands  that  might  be  ceded  by  the  States  shou!d  be 
disposed  of,  and  was  as  follows: 

"Resolved,  That  the  unappropriated  lands  which  Inay  be 
ceded  or  relinquished  to  the  United  States  by  any  iwrUcuIar 
duie,  pursuant  to  the  recommendation  of  Congress  of  the  6th 


day  of  September  last,  shall  be  disposed  of  for  Uie  e<n» 
my/U  of  the  United  States,  and  be  setded  snd  formMl  L».  nm. 
tioct  Kepublican  States,  which  shall  become  memtMn  V/ 1^ 
Federal  Doloi.,^  AcT^  ^"^  "*  ^^ 

In  consequence  of  this  pledge,  and  relying  ontiw 
good  faith  of  the  Federal  Qovernment,  cessions 
were  made  by  the  several  States  that  claimed  (be 
unappropriated  land. 

The  deed  of  cession  from  the  Stale  of  New  Yoik 
was  executed  on  the  1st  of  March,  1781;  one  of  die 
conditions  of  which  was,  that  the  lands  ceded 
*'shali  be  and  enure  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  sQdi 
of  the  United  Stales  as  shall  become  members  of 
the  Federal  alliance  of  ike  said  States,  and  fur  do 
oiher  use  or  purpose  whatsoever.** 

The  Virginia  deed  of  cession,  which  wa^  e» 
CQted  on  the  1st  March,  1784,  contained  the  foilor- 
ing  condition: 

**That  all  the  lands  withio  the  icrrttory  asceded  to  die  Vmi 
States,"  4tc.  ''skaUU  considered  us  a  eemm  ii/md  Arik 
use  and  benefit  of  such  of  the  United  Statu  at  ksM  beem, 
or  shall  become,  members  of  the  Confederacy sr  Ftifrd^ 
Uaneeof  the  said  States,  Virginia  indusive,  aesHhigk 
their  usual  respective  proparttoms  in  theeeiursldtsrwtmd 
expenditure,  and  shall  UfaUhfuUy  tadboiMjtdi  duamd 
of  for  that  purpoK,  and  forno  otheruse  orvufvmwinim' 
ever." 

A  aimilar  condition  was  contained  in  all  ibesab- 
sequently  executed  deeds  of  cession;  ihedetdof 
Massachusetts  being  executed  in  17d5,  of  Cobdco- 
lieut  in  1786,  of  South  Carolina  in  l787,orNofili 
Carolina  in  1789,  and  of  Georgia  not  till  1801 

On  the  13th  of  July,  1787,  Congress  passed  aa 
ordinance  for  the  government  of  the  territory  of  the 
United  Sutes  northwest  of  the  river  Ohio,  tke 
fourth  article  of  which  contained  thefoUowiogpn* 
vision: 

"The  Legtslatarea  of  those  districts  or  new  Siaiei,  ibaU  vsm 
interfere  with  the  primary  dispoflal  of  the  soil  bjtheUiM 
Sutes  m  Congress  assembled,  nor  wltli  any  regvlatiOR  CoMni 
may  find  necessary,  for  securing  the  title  in  racbsoiJ  la  ibemt 
^purchasen.  No  tax  shall  be  imposed  on  landsdMpnpaty 
of  Uie  United  States^"  etc 

It  is  contended  by  the  gentleman  from  Missm 
that  this  part  of  the  ordinance  of  1787  is  void  aad 
inoperative,  because  it  is,  ais  he  says,  a  violatiooof 
the  compact  with  Virginia,  inasmuch  asthe  d«ed  of 
cession  from  Virginia  does  not  expressly  aatfaoiiii 
the  United  States  to  retain  the  unsold  land  io  ibi 
new  States,  and  to  hold  it  exempt  frem  taxatioa 
Now  I  deny  that  this  clause  in  the  ord'iaanea  is  it 
all  inconsistent  with  the  deed  from  Virginia.  <k 
the  contrary,  these  lands  could  not  be  held  ai  a 
"common  fund,"  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  all  <he 
Stales,  as  required  by  the  deed,  except  in  the  ■at* 
ner  specified  in  the  ordinance.  To  sonender  iki 
lands  to  the  new  States,  would  violate  the  coaditin 
of  the  deed  of  cession,  by  depriving  the  qM  SiaM 
of  their  share  in  this  common  fund.  8achadii> 
position  of  the  public  lands  wodld  not  operate  lii 
the  benefit  of  all  the  States,  "according to ihw 
usual  respective  proportions  of  the  geneial  (ktf|l 
of  expenditure;*'  and  as  evidence  that  Vjigiai&o* 
derstood  her  deed  of  cession  as  authoriring  tka 
Federal  Qovernment  to  retain  theriglitofsQilift 
the  unsold  lands  in  the  new  Stales,  I  call  the  anei* 
tionof.my  iriend  from  Missouri  to  some  rcioji' 
tlons  passed  by  Congress  as  early  as  the  W  Apni 
1784,  relating  io  the. new  States  that  sboaidbK 
formed  in  the  Northwest  Territory,  in  which  *• 
same  reservations  as  to  the  right  of  soil,  Vtd  M 
ing  the  lands  exempt  from  taxation,  were  ezpMf 
made.^  These  resolutions  were  passed  dar<Bg  m 
month  next  succeeding  that  in  which  the  cesaonlil  ^ 
made.  The  acts  were  almost  simultaneous  «■ 
the  same  delegates  from  Virginia,  whoexew 
the  deed  of  cession,  were  members  of  the  Coi^ 
that  passed  the  resolutions.  It  cannot,  thenta 
be  supposed  there  existed  at  that  time  any  diffeWMI 
of  opinion  as  to  the  right  of  the  General  Gofol^ 
ment  to  make  these  reservations.  . 

[Mr.  Harrison  here  interposed,  and  said  that* 
provisions  of  the  ordinance  of  1787  were  aff« 
sanctioned  by  the  State  of  Virginia.] 

Mr.  P«iRKER  proceeded.  I  will  saiis^thei^ 
norable  member  from  Missouri  ihat  he  is  io  cfKT 
on  this  point.  On  the  30th  of  December,  ^7^* 
aci  was  passed  by  the  General  Assembly  of  n^F 
nia,  ratitying  and  confirming  the  fifth  sfl>^.^^ 
ordinance  of  1787.  In  that  act  the  finh  amatf 
the  ordmance  is  recited  at  length.  Oae  ^**^ 
that  article  is  in  these  words:  ^'Fnmdtit  ^^j^ 
stitution  and  Government  bo  to  be  femedshiil  m 
Republican,  and  in  coftformii^  fa  Ike  fnmaf^  <*** 
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m  tkae  tarlicUs.'^  Thus,  by  ratifying  tbe  £fih 
trticle,  tbe  General  Assembly  of  VirgiDia,  in  fact, 
eoufira.ed  the  whole  ordinance  in  regard  to  the 
priociples  and  terms  upon  which  new  States  were 
to  be  formed  in  the  Northwest  Territory.  So  much 
for  the  allegation  that  the  proceedings  under  the 
ordinance  have  been  in  violation  of  the  compact 
with  Virginia. 

This  last  argument  of  the  gentleman  cannot  ap- 
ply to  the  State  of  Missouri.  That  State  formed 
DO  part  of  the  lands  ceded  by  Virginia.  It  was 
incladed  in  the  purchase  from  France,  and  paid 
for  out  of  the  National  Treasury.  His  objection 
would  only  be  applicable  to  the  land  lying  east  of 
the  Mississippi  and  north  of  the  Ohio,  for  that  was 
the  only  territory  affected  by  the  ordinance  of  1787. 
The  same  rcfervations,  however,  have  been  made 
by  Congress  in  all  cases  on  the  admission  of  new 
Slates,  whether  the  territory  was  ceded  by  the  States 
for  the  common  benefit,  or  paid  for  out  of  the- com- 
amn  treasory. 

I  also  understood  the  gentleman  from  Missouri 
10  ni|^e  that  the  ordinance  and  snbRequent  acts  of 
Congress  making  reservations  of  ^  the  land  were 
void,  because  there  were  no  agents  or  representa- 
tives on  tbe  part  of  the  Territory. 

[Mr.  Haruson  explained  by  saying  that  the 
groood  he  had  assumed  was,  that  the  compacts  by 
which  the  new  States  were  admitted  were  void,  as 
then  was  bnt  one  party  to  the  compact  capable  of 
oontraeting.] 

Mr.  Parxsr  proceeded:  Then,  Mr.  Speaker,  this 
is  in  sobstaaca  plea  of  ii^aney,  and  before  I  proceed 
to  discuss  it,  I  will  call  the  attention  of  the  House  to 
the  first  clause  of  tbe  third  section  of  the  4th  ar- 
liele  of  the  Constitution,  which  provides:  "The 
Congress  shall  have  power  to  dispose  of,  and  make 
all  needful  rules  and  regulations  respecting  the 
territory,  or  other  prorerty  belonging  to  the  United 
Slates."  The  acts  of  Congress  on  this  subject,  are 
flierefore  constitationaily  binding,  and  no  assent 
on  the  part  of  a  Territory,  or  the  inhabitants  of  a 
Territory  is  required.  But  if  it  is  necessary  to  go 
further,  there  is  enough  to  show  that  valid  compacts 
have  in  all  cases  been  entered  into.  Take  Missouri 
for  example.  On  the  6ih  of  March,  1820,  an  act 
wms  passed  by  Congress  prescribing  the  terms  on 
vfaicb  Missouri  might  become  a  State,  and  autho- 
rizing the  calling  of  a  convention  to  frame  a  con- 
scitaiion.  The  usual  conditions,  that  *'  the  Le- 
gislaiare  of  that  State  should  never  interfere  with 
die  primary  disposal  of  the  soil,^^  and  that  "  no 
tax  sbonid  be  imposed  on  lands,  the  property  of 
tbe  United  States*'  were  exacted.  These  conditions 
were  assented  to  by  the  people  of  Missouri,  in  con- 
Tention,  on  the  19ih  July,  1830,  and  were  recited 
and  expressly  acknowledged  in  the  10th  section  of 
the  Constitution  framed  at  that  time.  But  if  a 
plea  of  sneb  a  character  is  interposed — a  plea  of 
infancy,  for  the  purpose  of  avoiding  a  fair  and  ex- 
press contract,  on  the  ground  that  Missouri  was 
not  a  State  at  the4ime  of  the  contract,  then  I  call 
jonr  attention  to  the  fact,  that  Missouri,  after  she 
becamt  a  State,  and  while  exercising  the  .full 
powers  of  sovereignty,  expressly  ratified  the  con- 
tract she  had  made  during  her  minority.  In  an 
net  passed  by  the  Legislature  of  that  State  on  the 
lat  of  March,  1825,  for  the  purpose  of  raising  re- 
venue, the  unsold  lands  are  admitted  to  be  the 
prdpeny  of  the  United  States,  and  are  declared  ex- 
empt fiom  taxation.  I  have  not  examined  the 
statutes  of  the  other  new  States,  for  the  purpose  of 
showing  that  similar  laws  have  been  enacted  in  all 
of  them;  but  of  that  fact,  1  suppose  there  can  be 
be  no  doubt;  and  I  am  not  aware  that  any  attempt 
fans  ever  been  made,  in  any  of  them,  to  tax  the 
lands  l>elongiDg  to  the  General  Govern  men  t. 

It  was  also  objected  t)iat  the  reservations  made 
lyy  Congress  were  unconstitutional.  So  far  from  it, 
air,  tht  rights  of  the  Federal  Government  to  the 
public  domain  are  expressly  reserved  by  the  third 
aeetion  of  the  fourth  article  of  the  Constitution, 
'which  on  the  subject  of  the  territory  of  the  United 
States  provides,  that  "nothing  in  this  Constitution 
sla«ll  be  so  construed,  as  to  prejudice  any  claims 
t^t  the  United  States,  or  of  any  particular  States.*' 
This  left  the  rights  of  all  parties  to  these  lands, 
preeiaely  as  they  existed  before  tht  adoption  of  the 
federal  Constitution,  and  was  no  doubt  intended 


10  protect  the  riphls  of  the  United  Stales  to  their 
lands,  under  the  deeds  of  cessions,  and  also  the 
rights  of  North  Caroh'na  and  Georgia,  which  bad 
rot  at  that  time  ceded  lo  the  General  Government. 
The  lands  of  the  United  States  continued  to  be  held 
as  a  common  fund  for  the  benefit  of  all  tbe  Stales, 
and  the  ownership  of  all  the  unappropriated  lands, 
became  complete  in  the  Federal  Government,  when 
the  deeds  were  subsequently  executed  by  North 
Carolina  and  Georgia. 

For  the  purpose  of  showing  that  the  convention 
which  framed  the  Constitution  did  not  intend  the 
General  Government  should  retain  the  di^^posal  of 
the  soil  of  the  vacant  lands,  reference  has  been 
made  to  the  proceedings  of  the  convention,  by 
which  it  appears  the  following  amendment  was 
proposed  by  the  deleitaies  from  Maryland  on  the 
30th  of  August,  1787: 

"The  Legislature  of  the  United  Slates  sliall  tiave  power  to 
erect  new  States  within,  as  welt  as  without,  tbe  territory  claim- 
ed by  the  several  States,  or  either  of  them,  and  adroit  the  same 
into  the  Union;  Prdvided,  that  nothing  in  this  Constitution 
•hall  be  construed  to  {{feet  the  claim  of  the  United  Statte  to 
vacant  lands  ceded  to  them  Ifjf  the  Uue  treaty  of  peace.'^ 

This  amendment  was  rejected,  eight  States  vot- 
ing in  the  negative,  and  only  three  in  the  afiirma- 
tiTe.  It  is  now  urged  that,  in  consequence  of  the 
rejection  of  this  amendment,  it  is  fair  to  infer  the 
convention  did  not  intend  the  United  Stales  should 
retain  the  right  to  these  lands.  At  best,  this  is  a 
negative  argument,  and  rests  entirely  upon  infe- 
rence. Yet,  I  confess,  it  struck  my  mind  with 
some  force,  and  it  was  not  until  I  had  carefully 
examined  the  proceedings  of  the  convention,  that  I 
became  satisfied  it  was  entitled  to  no  weight.  To 
what  was  this  amendment  proposed?  Not  to  the 
Constitution  as  it  now  exisis;' if  it  had  been,  the 
inference  would  be  legitimate;  but  it  was  offered 
as  an  amendment  to  the  draft  of  a  Constitution,  re- 
ported by  the  comnitiee  of  five,  which  was  ihen 
under  discussion.  At  that  lirae,  the  clause  of  the 
Constitution  to  which  I  have  referred,  and  which 
reserved  tbe  claims  of  the  United  States  to  these 
lands,  had  not  been  adopted;  but  it  was  proposed 
and  adopted  on  the  same  day,  after  the  rejection  of 
the  amendment  alluded  to,  and  in  place  of  it,  only 
one  State  voting  in  the  negative. 

The  gentleman  from  Missouri  also  cited  the  case 
of  the  People,  vs.  Godfrey, '  reported  in  17,  John- 
son^ Reports;  and  with  an  air  of  triumph  that  deno- 
ted his  confidence  in  the  correctness  of  hi.'«  position, 
called  my  attention  to  the  opiniop  there  expressed 
by  the  Supreme  Court  of  my  own  State.  Courte- 
sy, therefore,  requires  me  tn  point  out  to  him  its 
Inapplicability  to  the  question  before  us.  The  only 
point  made  in  that  case  was,  whether  the  State 
courts,  or  the  Federal  courts,  had  jurisdiction  of  a 
murder  committed  in  Fort  Niagara;  and  that  ques- 
tion arose,  not  under  that  section  of  the  Constitu- 
tion to  which  I  have  already  reftried,  but  under 
another  section  of  that  instrument,  viz.  the  eighth 
section  of  the  first  article,  which  provides  that 
Congress  shall  have  power  tu  exercise  exclusive 
legislation  in  all  cases  whatsoever,  *<over  all  places 
purchased  by  the  consent  of  the  Legislature  of  the 
State  in  which  the  same  shall  be,  for  the  erection  of 
forts,  magazines,  arsenals,  dockyards,  and  other 
needful  buildings.''  The  court  say,  the  right  to 
exclusive  legislation,  is  exclusive  juiisdiction, 
which  I  freely  concede;  and  it  was  held  by  the  court 
that  the  State  courts  had  jurisdiction  of  the  offence 
charged,  because  it  did  not  appear  the  United 
States  had  t  ver  acquired  title  and  jurisdiction  by 
purchasing  the  fort  with  the  consent  of  the  Legis- 
lature, in  the  mode  pointed  out  in  the  Constitution. 
Apply  this  doctrine  to  the  new  States.  Missouri 
has  the  right  to  exclusive  legislation  within  her 
limits,  and  she  therefore  has  the  exclusive  jurisdic- 
tion. But  does  it  ft.llow  that  she  must,  therefore, 
be  the  exclusive  owner  of  the  soil?  I  can,  by  no 
means,  subscribe  to  this  doctrine  of  eminent  domain, 
X  cannot  adroit  that  the  reservation  by  the  United 
States  of  the  right  to  the  "primary  disposal  of  the 
soil,"  is  it  all  inconsistent  with  the  sovereignty  of  the 
new  Slates.  Political  jurisdiction  does  not  neces- 
sarily carry  wiih  it  the  right  of  Foil.  In  Maine,  a 
large  portion  of  the  vacant  lands  is  still  owned  by 
Massachusetts.  Is  the  ownership  of  these  lands,  by 
Massachusetts,  inconsistent  with  the  sovereignty  of 
tht  Sute  of  Maine?    Was  New  York  any  the  less 


sovereign  when  the  State  of  Massachusetts  owned 
lands  within  her  limits?  Or  did  it  detract  from  the 
sovereignty  of  Ohio,  that  Connecticut  owned  tbe 
"Western  Reserve"  in  that  State?  On  the  contra- 
ry, the  distinction  between  jurisdiction  aud  right 
of  soil  is  expressly  recognised.  II  land  for  a  fort 
be  purchased  by  the  United  States,  the  right  to  the 
soil  is  usually  obtained  from  an  individual,  but  the 
jurisdiction  is  conferred  by  act  of  the  State  Legis- 
lature. In  the  deeds  by  which  the  States  conveyed 
the  vacant  lands  to  tbe  United  States,  this  distinc- 
tion is  fully  recognised,  the  expression  used  being 
"all  right,  title,  and  claim,  oa  toell  qf  soil  at  of  ju- 
ritdietion."  On  the  28th  April,  1800,  an  act  was 
passed  by  Congress,  authorizing  the  President  to 
convey,  by  letters  patent,  to  the  State  of  Connecti- 
cut, all  the  right  and  title  of  the  United  States  to 
the  set/  of  that  tract  of  land  called  the  "Western 
Rfsecve,"  on  certain  conditions;  one  of  which  was, 
that  Connecticut  should  release  to  the  United 
States  its  jarisdicfionaZ  claim  to  the  same  tract  of 
land.'  This  rendition  was  complied  with,  and 
deeds  were  accordingly  executed  by  both  parties.  It 
cannot  be  necessary  to  cite  other  instances,  in 
which  jurisdiction  and  right  of  soil  in  vacant  lands, 
have  been  transferred  separately,  and  vested  in  dif- 
ferent States. 

But  the  FederaI?Gk>vernment,  by  the  several  com- 
pacts with  the  new  States,  has  continued  to  hold 
the  public  lands  exempt  from  taxation,  and  this  is 
characterized  as  an  act  of  injustice  and  oppression. 
As  an  answ'er  to  this  charge,  I  have  only  to  say 
that  the  grants  to  the  new  States,  as  a  compensa- 
tion fqr  this  exemption,  have  been  more  than  an 
equivalent — they  have  been  liberal  in  the  extreme. 
By  the  terms  of  admission,  each  new  State  is  enti- 
tled to  one  thirty-sixth  part  of  the  lands  within  its 
limits,  for  the  support  of  common  schools.  Under 
this  provision  alone,  the  new  States  and  Territories 
have  become  the  owners  ol  9,305,287  acres.  In  ad- 
dition to  this,  484,320  acres  have  been  granted  to 
the  new  States  for  colleges,  academic.^,  and  univer- 
sitie:f»;  35,389  acres  for  seats  of  Government,  and 
public  buildings;  329,639  acres  for  salines;  2,535,7 13 
have  been  granted  for  roads  and  canals;  making 
an  aggregate  of  12,690,338  acres  of  land  conveyed  • 
to  (he  new  States  and  Territories.  It  is  further  pro- 
vided that  each  new  State  shall  have  the  benefit  of 
five  per  cent,  of  the  net  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  land 
within  the  State;  and  this  now  amounts  to  nearly 
four  millions  of  dollars.  As  to  the  States  north  of 
the  Ohio  river,  two  per  cent,  of  ibis  sum  was  to  be 
expended,  under  the  direction  of  Congress,  in  con- 
structing roads  leading  to  these  Sutes.  This  has 
furnished  the  pretence  for  the  construction  of  the 
Cumberiand  road,  upon  which  more  than  six  mil- 
lions of  dollars  have  already  been  expended  by 
Congress,  although  the  two  per  cent,  reserved 
would  amount  to  Lut  little  over  a  million  and  a 
half  of  dollars. 

I  do  not  complain  of  ihe^  grants  of  land  to  the 
new  States ;  I  have  only  called  the  attention  of  the 
House  to  them,  to  refute  the  charge  of  injustice 
that  has  been  made;  to  prove  tbe  liberality  that  has 
been  exercised;  to  satistify,  if  possible,  even  the 
gentleman  from  Missouri  himself,  that  his  State 
has  been  provided  by  the  General  Government  with 
means  of  education  and  internal  improvement,  in- 
finitely more  ample  than  any  one  of  the  pid  States 
has  enjoyed.  The  rapid}advancement  of  these  new 
States  in  wealth,  population  and  improvement,  fur- 
nishes conclusive  evidence  that  the  general  Gov- 
ernment has  been  actuated  by  no  narrow  policy  in 
regard  to  their  interests.  I  fully  appreciate  the 
merits  of  the  hardy  and  enterprising  settlers  or  tbe 
West,  and  I  would  continue  to  protect  their  inter- 
ests as  far  as  justice  to  others  will  allow.  I  would 
secure  the  right  of  pre  empiion  in  all  cases  to  the 
occupant,  and,  if  practicable,  I  would  have  the 
sales  confined  to  actual  settlers.  This  could  only 
be  done  by  passing  pre-emption  laws  in  advance, 
as  an  inducement  to  settling  on  the  public  lands 
and  requiring  continued  occupation  and  culiiva- 
lion,  to  entitle  the  claimant  to  pre-emption.  There 
is  danger  that  immense  tracts  of  i he  public  do- 
main will  fall  into  the  hands  of  rich  capitali-sts, 
and  that  a  dependent  tenantry,  with  its  con^equen 
evils,  will  be,  to  some  extent,  entailed  upon  a  por- 
tion of  the  now  unsettled  lands  of  the  country* 
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More  thai!  tiro  hundred  and  thj'rteeti  millions  of 
acres  still  'remain  unsold  in  the  ntw  States*  and 
Territurics;  and  whenihis  vast  domain  shall  hav6 
become  covered  with  a  denser  population,  there 
will  yet  remain  more  than  seven  hundred  millions 
of  acrej:,  lying  still  farther  wrest,  to  which  the  In* 
dian  title  has  not  yet  been  extinguished. 

I  have  now,  Mr.  Speaker,  answered,  I  trust,  sa- 
tisfactorily, the  arguments'  of  The  gentleman  from 
Missouri,  [Mr.  Harrison.]  Some  attention  is  due 
to  the  amendment  proposed  by  the  honorable  mem- 
bier  from  Virginia,  (Mr..  Robertson.]'  Indeed,  I 
believe,  that  is  the  principal  quesiitm  that  ought  to 
occupy  the  attention  of  the  House,  and  in  regard  to 
which  the  select  committee  of  one  from  each  Stat* 
wax  appointed.  He  proposes  to  strike  out  the  re- 
solutirn  reported  by  the  committee,  and  insert  the 
following: 

"Regolved  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  in 
Congress  assembled,  That,  hereafter,  iho  Secretaiy  pf  the 
TtfOMwy  shall  cause  separate  accounts  to  be  ke(*t  ofallmonevs 
paiilinb*  ihc  Treasury  on  a  count  of  sales  of  the  public  lands, 
to  be  disponed  of  in  the  manner  herein  provided,  unless  other- 
wise by  aw  specially  directed,  viz.  He  shall,  on  the  1  i  day 
of  July  succeeding  the  next  census,  and  thereafter  semiannual- 


ly, on  the  1st  day  of  January  and  July,  in  every  year,  divide  all 
the  said  mont^ys  then  in  the  Treasury  among  the  se        '  ^ 
of  the  Union,  in  the  ratioof  their  Federal  numbers. 


^Proaided^  neeert/ieless.  That  nothing  herein  contained  shall 
be  const  rued  to  prohibit  the  appropriation  of  the  proceeds  of 
the  public  lands,  or  such  portion  thereof  as  may  be  requisite  to 
meet  the  necessary  expenditures  of  the  Government  for  any 
jrear  in  which  the  receipts  fmm  customs  and  other  sources  of 

revenue  shall  be  e«illmated  to  fall  below millions  of 

dollars,  and  when  it  shall  be  deemedproper  on  that  account  to 
aroiy  the  said  proceeds,  by  spacial  appropriation,  to  supply  the 
d«ncienc]r  and  meet  those  expenditures. 

"ProvidetL,  alsOi  Thai,  in  the  cveat  of  a  war  between  the 
TJnIted  States  and  any  foreign  power,  the  said  semi-annual  divi- 
sioQ  shall  cease,  and  be  suspended  during  the  continuance  'of 
such  war. 

"Provided,  moreover^  That  nothing  herein  contained  shall 
be  construed  to  impair  iho  right  and  ol>ligation  of  Congrces, 
whenever  it  shall  satisfactorily  appear  thai  benefits  from  the  um 
ofthe  public  lands,  or  the  proceeds  thereof,  have  been  hereto- 
fore, or  shall  be  hereafter,  conferred  on  particttlar  Sutes,  to  ex- 
tend as  far  as  practiMbleto  eacli  and  all  the  fiStaten^  in  their  due 
aod  just  proporiionsi  who  mav  require  or  be  willing  to  accept 
'them,  similar  benefits,  upon  the  same  or  equivalent  terms. 

"Mr.  Ddmk  moved  to  am<rnd  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Robsrt- 
80N,  by  JosertJQg  before  the  first  provi^— 

"First  paying  to  the  Statea  in  which  such  lands'arc  situate, 
twelve  and  a  half  per  cent,  oftlie  proceeds  of  public  lands  sold 
withha  such  Biates  respectively." 

This  amendment,  sir,  proposes  the  adoption  of 
a  system  of  distsibution  pf  the  proceeds  of  the  sales 
of  the  pnblic  lands,  and,  taken  in  connection  with 
th«  further  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  In- 
diana, [Mr.  Dunn,]  bears  a  strong  resemblance  to 
the  bill  generally  koo(vn  as  "Clay's  land  bill," 
which  passed  both  House  of  Congrei>5,  and  was  re- 
turned with  objections  by  the  President  in  1833. 
That  bill  was  limited  to  five  years  in  its  operation, 
and  no  limitation  is  propo.sed  by  this  amendment. 
With  the  Fiew  of  showing  that  the  people  of  New 
York  arc  in  fsvor  of  a  distribution,  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia  has  referred  to  resolutions  adopted  by 
the  Legislature  in  1831,  as  being  the  last  expression 
of  its  opinion  on  this  subject.  In  this,  he  is  mis- 
taken. On  the  24th  of  March,  1834,  the  follow- 
ing resolution  was  passed  by  the  Assembly  of  the 
State  of  New  York. 

**Re9olved,  That  we  approve  the  Message  of  the  President 
of  the  United  Suites,  dated  December  4,  1833,  retumihg,  wiili 
his  objection^  to  the  Seuaie,  the  bill  entitled  *An  act  to  appro 
priate,  for  a  limited  time,  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  pub- 
lic lands  of  the  United  States,  and  to  grant  land  to  certain 


The  vote  on  the  adoption  of  the  resolution  wafs 
88  in  the  affirmative,  8  in  the  negative.  Eleven  to 
one  opp(»sed  to  "Clit's  land  bill."  This  i.s,  I  be- 
lieve, the  last  resolation  of  the  I  egislature  of  New 
York  on  the  subject  of  the  public  lands. 

I  ithaJi  not  follow  the  gentleman  from  Virslnia 
into  an  examination  of  the  resolutions  that  have 
been  passed  in  other  States,  for  the  purpose?  of 
ascertaining  whether  he  may  not  have  been  equally 
misinformed  in  regard  to  them.  J  will  only  n* 
niaikl  th  a  if  other  S'ates  expressed  themselves  in 
iavor  of  a  distribution  .several  years  ago,  I  doubt 
much  whether  it  is  fair  to  lake  that  a.s  the  existing 
.•--eniimf  nt  at  this  lime,  when  the  revenues  derived 
both  from  lands  and  customs  are  inadequate  lo 
roeK  ihe  want.s  of  the  National  Treasury.  It  will 
be  found  ihat  such  refcolutions  were  passed  when 
there  was  a  full  Treasury — perhaps  a  surplus — 
and  ibey  cannot  be  con^i^ered  as  evidence  of  pub- 
lic sentiment  at  this  time. 

It  strikes  me  a«  yery  extraordinary  that  such  a 


prtTposilioti  fhould  be  brought  forward  at  the  pre- 
sent lime,  when  cur  naiional  Treasury  is  exhaust- 
ed; when  there  are  .'•till  unre<^eeraed  two  or  three  mil- 
lions o(  Treasury  notes,  issued  daring  the  last  year; 
when  we  have  found  it  necessary,  within  the  last 
few  days,  to  extend  the  act  so  as  to  authorize  Ihe 
issue  of  more  Treasury  notes,  to  meet  the  expenses 
of  the  current  year;  and  when  thb  revenue  from 
customs  is  rapidly  decreasing  under  the  Compro- 
mise act  of  1833.  The  greatest  reductions  of  the 
tariff  under  that  act  are  yet  to  take  place,  and  do 
not  reach  the  minimum  until  184^.  Yet  Jit  ts  pro 
posed  to  deprive  the  General  GoVernment  of  one 
entire  branch  of  its  rr^renne,  at  a  time  when  iris 
indispensable  to  its  exigencies.  I  do  not  say,  Mr. 
Speaker,  that  this  movement  is  made  for  political 
efiect;  yet  I  could  not  fail  to  mark  the  fact  that, 
simultaneously  with  the  introduction  of  the  resolu- 
tions in  this  House,  at  the  present  session,  a  dis- 
tinf!ui&hed  Senator  from  Kectticky  [Mr.  Clay]  in- 
troduced, in  the  Senate,  a  similar  proposition,  a.san 
amendment  to  the  gradnation  bill.  Nor  could  I 
fu\  to  perceive  that  it  was  caloulated,  if  it  was  not 
de.<!4gnci,  to  affect  the  approaching  Presidential 
contest.  I  was  impressed  by  the  remark  made  yef- 
terday  in  this  House  by  an  honorable  member  from 
Maryland,  [Mr.  Howard,]  that  the  most  important 
bills  have  always  been  acted  on  by  Congress  during 
the  year  next  preceding  a  Presidential  election.  It 
has  been  upon  such  occasions  that  measures  of  poli- 
cy, from  which  it  was  l)elieved  s>trength  might  be 
gathered  for  an  approaching  contest,  have  been 
pressed  with  most  earnestness.  I  do  nor  charge 
that  any  such  motive  has  prompted  the  agitation  of 
this  subject  at  this  time,  with  a  view  to  press  it  still 
more  zealoiisly  at  the  next  Congres.<t^of  that  I  leave 
the  public  to  judge;  but  I  do  think  the  proposition  is 
calculated  to  hold  out  expectations  lo  the  States 
which,  in  the  present  coadition  of  our  national 
finances,  cannot  be  realized;  that  it  is  ad  eaptandwn 
in  appearance,  addressed  to  the  cupidity  of  the 
States;  and  that  it  cannot  bear  the  test  of  scrutiny. 

By  reference  to  the  last  annual  report  of  the  Se- 
cretary of  the  Trcasurj',  it  will  be  seen  he  estimates 
the  amt>unt  of  revenue  that  will  probably  be  re- 
ceived Ocom  customs  in  1842  at  ten  or  twelve  mil- 
lions of  dollars.  Now  it  cannot  be  supposed'  this 
sum  will  be  sufficient  to  defray  the  expenses  o(  the 
Government.  In  the  present  cobdition  of  the  conn- 
try,  with  the  most  rigid  economy  in  expend ItateR,  it 
can  hardly  be  supposed  the  expenses  of  the  Go- 
vernment will  fall  much  short  of  twenty  millions 
of  dollars.  If  the  revenue  from  the  sales  of  lands 
in  1843  should  amount  to  five  millions  of  dollars, 
this,  added  to  the  highest  sum  named  by  the  Secre- 
tary of  ihc  Treasury,  would  amount  to  seventeen 
millions  of  dollars,  prvbably  not  enough  to  meet 
the  wants  of  the  Government.  Bat  we  are  requir- 
ed to  divide  the  five  millions  among  the  States*  Of 
course,  there  is  at  least  so  much  deficiency  in  the 
National  Treasury.  How  is  this  deficiency  to  he 
fcuppliedl  By  direct  taxation?  The  gentleman 
from  Virginia  has  been  silent  upon  this  subject. 
Surely,  if  he  proposes  to  take  Irom  the  public  Trea^ 
sury  the  money  that  is  needed-for  national  purposes, 
he  ought  to  in;;truct  us  how  to  meet  the  dedciency. 
Is  it  intended  to  distribute  among  the  States,  and 
to  collect  the  same  amount  by  direct  taxation 
from  the  people?  Or  is  it  proposed  to  collect  it  by 
indirect  taxation,  by  again  raisioflr  the  tariff,  and 
ihn<!  compelling  the  people  to  pay  the  tax  by  paying 
a  higher  price  for  every  article  they  find  it  neces- 
sary to  purchase?  It  would  hardly  seem  best  lo 
distribute  the  money,  if  it  is  to  be  immediately  col- 
lected back  again  at  an  increased  expense. 

Lei  us  look  at  the  effectof  dividing  the  five  mi}- 
lionii,  nnd«r  such  circumstances.  In  the  first  place, 
t«retve  and  a  half  per  cent,  is  to  be  deducted  and 
given  to  the  States  in  which  the  lands  lie.  This 
amounts  to  $625,000,  and  leaves  for  distribution, 
only  |4,375,000.  Suppose  the  distributiveshare  of 
New  York  lo  be  one-sixth,  (for  the  exact  propor- 
tion is  nol  material  to  onr.  inquiry,)  that  State 
would  receive  (729,166.  Now,  how  is  it  wiih  sup- 
plying ihe  deficiency  of  five  millions  in  the  Treasu- 
ry? bne-sixih  is  to  be  collected  from  New  York, 
aod  this  amounts  to  |833,333.  The  expense  of 
collecting  could  not  be  less  than  twelve  and  a  half, 
per  cent,  and  this  amounts  to  |104,165^makittg 


.ah  aggregate  toT)c  collected  from  the  people  ef  Am 
Stffie  of  «937,498--beiitg  «308,3d9  nore  thu  thi 
share  distributed  to  that  State.  If  this  $^tem  » 
carried  into  practice,  it  will  be  fon&d  thai  thena 
to  be  coUeeted  will  be  at  least  tweaiy-five  m 
cent,  more  than  the  sum  distributed.  For  eren* 
dollar  that  is  given  to  the  State,  one  dollar  aod 
twenty-five  ccots  is  to  be  qpUeeted  from  tbr  bid 
eiirnings  of  the  people.  - 

It  may  be  said  I  have  estimated  the  release  froa 
coatoms  in  1849  too  low;  peihaps  it  is  so.  if  the 
importations  are  large,  it  nuiy  amount  lo  foarieai 
millions  of  dollars;  aM  to  this  six  millioas,  u  thi 
revenue  from  the  sates  of  lands,  and  you  hm 
twenty  millions,  the  sum  needed  for  theexpeues 
of  Government.  In  dividing  this  som  of  six  kuI> 
lions,  after  deducting  (750,000,  for  the  ezdasire 
benefit  of  the  new  States,  New  York  woald  1^ 
ceive  only  |875,000,  whilst  that  State  wovidhive 
to  raise,  inclnduig  expenses  of  collection,  |1,]SS,000. 
This  is  the  economy  of  the  proposed  sj^tem. 

But  it  may  be  said  the  resolutions  profide  fort 
deficiency  fii  the  revenue.  la  v^ti  mamwil  WI17, 
they  provide,  that  if  the  receipts  fromdastoottikll 
below  a  given  sum,  ^'mtdwhenU  tkaU  hedtmd 
ptHtper  on  lh*i  eeeowil)"  the  proceeds  of  the  nksaf 
lajjds  may  be  applied  by  aptdai  wfprofnOm  t» 
supply  the  deficiency;  that  is,  Congress  shall  iaie 
power  by  special  appropriation  so  to  apply  Hkii. 
Congress  would  have  the  power  without  tepn* 
vision;  but  Congress  might.  Iiot  anticipate  (he  4»> 
ficiency.  It  might  occur  when  least  expeMed. 
Congresjs  too,  has  the  power  to  call  oa  theftita 
for  the  money  deflosited  with  them  under  the  let 
of  1836;  but  it  is  doubted  whether  that  pover  viS 
ever  be  exereised. 

There  is  another  objection  to  this  plan.  Whf 
should  the  New  States  reoetre  twelve  aDdahiS 
per  cent,  more  than  the  oM*  Sutes;  out  of  the  prt- 
ceeds  of  these  sales?  Such  a  distrtbolios  veali! 
be  a  violation  of  the  most  .solemn  compadste* 
tween  the  General  Government  and  the  Stm. 
These  lands  were  to  constiiute  a  commoB  ftol, 
for  the  use  and  benefit  of  all  the  States  "aadrt* 
ing  to  their  usual  respecive  proporttoBs  of  te 
general  charge  and  expenditure,"  and  were  ^to  li 
disposed  of  for  that  purpose,  and  for  noethtf  Ite 
or  purpose  whatsoever.*'  Why  this  aDeqnl  di^ 
trihution?  It  eannotbean  allowance foMlie«i|' 
posed  more  rapid  increase  of  pdpulaltoa  in  ttl 
new  States,  for  it  is*  not  proposed  to  di&trihiie>fl 
after  the  next  census.  - 

But  why  is  it  necessary  to  the  interests  of  Al 
States  that  distribution  should  be  made?  The  fl^ 
ney  arising  from  sales  of  lands  has  been  spfrftf 
towards  the  extinguishment  of  Ihe  national  ^ 
and  to  the  ordinary -and  extraordinary  expessflflf 
Government.  IK)es  not  every  State  enjoy  Ae'lif 
benefit  of  its  share,  by  having  4t  applied  to  pay  U 
proportion  of  these  debts  and  expenses?*  As-'U^ 
as  the  revenue  flrom  this  source  is  applied  f(ir# 
tional  purposes,  it  saves  the  necessity  of  eallta^^' 
each  State  to  contribute^  and  thus  every  State  dK 
joys  the  benefit,  in  proportion  to  what  woftM  be'*] 
share  of  the  general  charge  aod  expenditure.^  '^" 
If  "Cla IT'S  land  btir  had  become  a  law,  wm 
would  now  have  been  (he  state  of  the  t^stifllft 
finances.?  By  a  report  of  the  Secretary  of  Ihe  iHF 
sury,  which  I  now  hold  in  my  hand,  it  appw. 
there  would  now  have  been  a  national  debt  of  diF 
forty-eight  millions  of  dollars,  in  ca.«^e  the-  prdflttftl, 
of  the  land  sales  had  been  distributed  accoidiii^ 
the  provisions  of  that  bill;  and  a  deficiency  oTttit 
than  nineteen  millions  of  dollars,  if  the  money  4p 
posited  with  the  Stales,  under  Ihe  act  of  IM  «. 
still  considered  as  available  to  the  Treasury.  '!£ 
us  pause  before  we  adopt  a  measure  that  i^ 
again  involve  us  in  a  heavy  national  d  bt.  h'9h 
evident  that,  for  several  years  to  come,  nota  M" 
lar  can  be  spared  for  distribution.  And  itkf  W 
we  called  on  to  legislate  on  ibis  subject  so  lfl>f  ^ 
advance?  The  adi»pUon  of  this  measure  wiUbrl| 
time  when  the  state  of  the  Treasury  will  y^niffm 
The  duty  of  deciding  on  this  question  does  aoCj^ 
▼olveonns.  -It  wiU1)elong  to  those  whef 
represent  the  people  on  this  floor  when  Ibis  k 
of  revenue  can  be  spared/rom  the  Treasai^  ' 
out  sacrificing  the  interests  of  the  naiioB  au  ^ 
out  imposing  unnecessai^  taxes  opoa  tha  f^aylm^" 
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DEFERRED    DEBATE. 

IN  SENATE, 
TuxsDAT,  Janaary  8,  1839. 
•    The  bill  for  the  graduaiion  and  redaction  of  the 
price  of  the  poblic  lands  being  under  considera- 
tion, and  Mr.  Youno  having  addresaed  the  Senate 
as  given  in  the  Globe  of  Janaary  2Q, 

Jdr.  CRITTENDEN  made  some  remarks  on 
the  impropriety  of  taking  notes  of  what  Senators 
u%ht  say  in  the  warmth  of  debate,  for  the  purp«se 
of  holding  them  responsible  for  the  laagaage  on 
sabseqiient  occasions,  and  characterized  it  as  an- 
eoorteons,  Ac 

Air.  YOUNO  said,  by  way  of  rejoinder,  the 
Senator  from  Kentucky  [Mr.  Crittsnden]  objects 
10  my  taking  no^  of  what  may  be  said  by  hono- 
rable Senators  in  their  places  here,  of  words  spo- 
ken in  the  heat  of  debate,  oAen  incautioasly  and 
vngnardedly.  Mr.  President,  I,  too,  woald  con- 
demn snch  a  practice  in  ordinary  cases.  I  willing- 
ly adout,  with  the  Senator,  that  words  spoken  in 
Ifae  beat  of  debate,  incautioasly  or  nngnardedly, 
oaght  not  to  be  treasarcd  np  in  this  way  for  use  in 
ear  cooler  moments.  But,  sir,  this  was  an  extra- 
ordinary case.  The  Senator  from  Kentucky  [Mr. 
Clat]  had  stood  forth  as  the  prominent  opposer  of 
the  pre-emption  bill,  and  had,  on  more  than  one 
oecasion,  used  snch  expressions  as  I  atiribnted  lo 
him  towairds  the  settlers  apon  the  public  lands  In 
the  new  States.  I  took  it,  therefore,  that  he  had 
ased  them  deliberately,  and  was  not  disposed  to 
take  back  a  word  that  he  had  uttered.  1  being 
from  the  West,  sir,  a  representative  from  a  new 
State,  sapposiog  that,  on  some  future  occasion,  it 
might  become  necessary  to  make  reference  to  that 
debate,  took  note  of  wtiat  was  said,  as  near  as  I 
eoold,  in  the  very  language  of  the  speaker,  in  order 
diat  1  might  be  accurate,  and  not  subject  myself  to 
flfte  charge  of  mitfrepresentation  which  has  been 
made  in  the  course  or  this  debate. 

The  Senator  [Mr.  Crittshden]  complaios  that, 
in   all  this  there  is  a  want  of  courtesy,  which 
should,  on  all  occasions,  characterize  oar  inter- 
coorse  on  this  floor,  regardless  of  party  predilec- 
tions.   Sir,  perhaps  the  Senator  is  right.    I  know, 
Mr.  President,  that  a  degree  of  courtesy,  highly 
«neditable  to  this  body,  do^s,  in  general,  prevail 
kere.     1  only  wish,  sir,  that  it  was  mt  re  universal. 
Bat  d^es  this  charge,  under  all  the  circumstances, 
eome  with  a  good  grace  from  that  side  of  thecham- 
"hefi    How  often,  within  the  short  period  in  which 
I  have  been  honored  with  a  seat  on  this  floor,  have 
I  beard  the  Senator^  colleague,  [Mr.  GlatJ  when 
apeaking  of  the  political  organization  of  this  body, 
ezelaim,  with  emphasis,  that,  constituted  as  this 
Senate  was,  he  had  nothing  to  hope  or  expect  from 
iti    And  what  is  this,  sir,  but  a  denunciation  of 
tbe  whole  Administration   party  here    as  being 
eitber  servile  to    Executive  dictation,   or  some- 
Uung    equally  '  improper)     Let  those,  therefore, 
•mhO'  would  inculcate  the  doctrine  of  courtesy  on 
floor,  set  me  the  example.    In  relation  to  tbe 
s  which  I  took  on  the  occasion  referred  to,  and 
to  which  1  made  reference  in  the  course  of  my  re- 
■sarks  to-day,  it  is  due  to  myself  to  say  with  what 
wftaw  and  for  what  purpose  they  were  taken  down. 
Vkaj  have  not  been  published  in  the  newspapers 
k^re  or  elsewhere;  no  one  has  a  copy  of  them,  and 
%m  few  have  seen  them.    I  may  have  shown  them 
mm  a  few  oecasinns,  but  most  frequently  at  my  own 
Imhih  .  ia  my  own  domestic  circle,-  as  well  to  the 
0bttator^  [Mr.  Clat^]  own  political  friends  as  my 
4>wpn»     Bat,  sir,  they  were  not  taken  for  any  pur- 
jpoae  of  electioneering,  as  has  been  supposed,  as  I 
atfB  not  ia  the  habit  of  making  stump  speeches  over 
tbe  eonntry.  Sir,  is  it  a  subject  matter  of  reproach 
tiamt  I  sfaonki  defend  my  constituents  against  what  I 
catuader  unjust  and  unmerited  dcnunciationi 

2Ir.  President,  the  people  of  the  new  States  do 
00a  consider  themselves  as  trespassers  or  violators 
m€'  the  law,  in  going  upon  and  fixing  their  homes 
0pon  the  public  lands.  They  are  not  trespassers. 
Ka  is  true,  sir,  that  the  act  of  Congress  of  1807, 
'hibtting  settlements  upon  the  public  lands  un- 
eerlain  penalties,  has  not  been  repealed,  but  it 
become  obsolete— long  since  inoperative,  at 
in  practice.  Since  their  settlements  have  beea 
and  dieir  improvemeats  secored  to 
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under  the  various  pre-emption  laws  from  1813 
down  to  the  act  of  the  last  session  of  Congress,  they 
consider,  and  not  without  reason  and  precedent, 
that  they  have  the  tacit  consent  of  the  General  Go- 
vernment to  go  upon  these  lands,  to  make  their 
farms  upon  them,  and  to  occupy  them  in  peace 
when  made;  and  such,  sir,  has  been  the  practice 
since  my  residence  in  Illmois,  now  twenty  years 
and  upwards;  and  no  one  on  the  part  of  the  Go- 
vernment has,  within  that  period,  to  my  knowledge, 
oflTered  to  turn  them  away  from  any  lands  to  which 
the  Indian  title  had  been  extinguished.  No,  sir,  so 
far  from  it,  tbey  have  from  time  to  time  been 
quieted  in  their  possessions,  and  allowed  the  pre- 
ference in  the  purchase  of  the  laud  in  the  manner  I 
have  mentioned. 

The  Senator  Mr.  [Crittenden]  says  that  the 
condition  of  the  squatters  in  Kentucky*  of  which 
I  made  mention  in  commenting  upon  his  honora- 
ble colleague's  Richmond  speech,  was  totally  dis- 
similar from  that  of  the  squatters  on  the  public 
lands  in  the  new  States.  That  in  Kentucky,  the 
squatter  went  upon  the  land  with  his  title  in  his 
hand,  in  the  firm  belief  that  he  was  the  rightful 
owner  of  the  land;  whereas  the  sqitatter  upon  the 
public  ]and,went  upon  it  in  the  full  knowledge  that  it 
not  only  did  not  belong  to  him,  but  that,  in  so 
doing,  he  was  violating  the  law.  I  cannot,  Mr. 
President,  perceive  any  substantial  difference  in  the 
parallel  of  the  two  cnses. 

The  squatter  in  Kentucky  believed  that  he  had  a 
titlp,  when  in  point  of  fact,  he  had  not.  He  made 
his  improvements  in  good  faith,  believing  that  he 
was  the  owner  of  the  land,  and  in  tbe  expectation 
that  he  was  to  enjoy  them  when  made,  and  his 
children  aAer  him,  and  it  was  hard  to  turn  him 
oat,  without  either  makiig  him  full  compensation 
for  his  labor,  or  permitting  him  to  become  the  pur- 
cha*  cr  from  the  true  owner  at  the  asses^^ed  value  of 
tbe  land  m  its  utiimproved  state,  at  the  time  he 
first  went  upon  it.  This,  sir,  was  but  fair,  but 
reasonable  and  just,  as  was  conclusively  shown  by 
the  argument  of  the  Senator's  coileaj(ue,  in  his 
Richmond  speech,  in  1822,  from  which  I  have 
quoted.  And  how,  sir,  is  it  with  the  squatter  in 
the  new  States^  He,  too,  went  upon  the  land,  as 
he  believed,  with  the  tacit  consent  of  the  Govern- 
ment; he  made  his  home  upon  it;  incorporated  his 
labor  with  the  soil,  and  rendered  it  productive,  in 
the  firm  belief  that  the  Government  would  give 
him  the  preference  in  the  purchase  at  the  mini- 
mum price  of  a  dollar  and  a  quarter  per  acre, 
when  it  should  be  brought  into  market;  that  the 
same  indulgence  which  had  been  extended  to 
others  since  the  year  1813,  would  also  be  extended 
to  him.  I  now  ask  the  Senator,  [Mr.  Crittenden,] 
if  there  would  be  any  more  propriety  in  turning 
him  away  as  a  trespasser,  without  full  compensa- 
tion for  bis  labor,  because  he  bad  no  title  under 
such  circumstances,  than  there  would  be  in  the  case 
of  the  Kentucky  squatter  whose  title  had  been 
found  to  be  defective? 

Sir,  there  was  a  time  in  Illinois,  during  the  early 
part  of  the  Territorial  form  of  government  in  that 
country,  when  the  registers  of  the  land  oflices  were 
anthorixed  to  grant  "permits"  to  persons  to  settle 
upon  tbe  public  lands,  upon  their  paying  some 
small  amount  of  money  in  consideration  of  the 
privilege;  but  Ruch  instructions  have  long  since 
ceased  to  be  given  to  the  registers;  and,  in  my 
judgment,  taking  the  whole  practice  of  the  Gqr 
vernment  together,  this  law  of  1807  should  be 
considered  as  obsolete  for  this  purpose  at  least,  and 
ought  not  now,  at  this  late  day,  to  be  interposed  as 
a  barrier  to  the  settlement  and  improvement  of  the 
country.  Sir,  I  have  never  heard  of  the  first  at- 
tempt on  the  part  of  the  Government  to  enforce 
that  law,  except  in  a  few  cases  where  a  very  few 
persons  only  had  gone  upon  the  lands  that  bad 
been  reserved  as  lead  mine  lands,  to  be  leased  by 
the  Government,  or  upon  Indian  lands,  to  which 
their  titles  had  not  been  extinguished. 

Mr.  President,  since  I  commenced  these  remarks 
in  defence  of  the  position  I  occupy  in  this  debate, 
an  extract  from  the  speech  of  the  henorable  Sena- 
tor from  Indiana,  [Mr.  Tipton,]  on  the  subject  of  the 
pre-emption  bill  of  the  iast  session,  has  been  pla* 
ced' in  my  hands,  containing  the  Senator's  [Mr. 
ClatIi]  own  deelaiation  at  to  what  he  did  say  on 


the  occasion  rsferred  to;  and  for  the  purpote  of 
showing  that  I  did  not  misrepresent  him  m  attribu- 
ting expressions  to  him  which  it  has  been  intimated 
he  did  not  utter,  I  beg  leave  to  read  the  extract  to 
the  Senate. 

General  Tipton  said:  "I  will  repeat,  as 
nearly  as  I  can,  what  was  told  me  yesterday, 
and  iif  I  go  wrong  he  [Mr«  Clat]  can  correct  me. 
I  understood  that  he  denounced  the  settlers  on  the 
lands  as  a  lawless  banditti  of  land  robbers,  un- 
jsstly  grasping  at  the  public  treasure.  Hese 
Mr.  Clat  rose  and  said,  that  he  would  repeat  what 
he  did  say  on  the  occasion  referred  to  by  the  ho- 
norable Senator  from  Indiana:  'He  did  say,  that 
the  squatters  on  the  public  lands  were  a  lawless 
rabble;  that  they  might  as  well  seize  upon  our  forts, 
our  arsenals,  or  on  the  public  treasure,  as  to  rush 
out  and  seize  upon  the  public  lands.' " 

Here,  sir,  is  an  exposition  of  what  was  said  by 
the  honorable  Senator,  [Mr.  Clat,]  in  his  own 
word5,  as  taken  down  by  the  honorable  Senator 
from  Indiana,  [Mr.  ^ipton;]  and  in  what  does  it 
differ  as  to  the  material  part  of  my  statement,  as 
quoted  here  to-day?  Mr.  President,  in  the  course 
of  a  very  few  remarks  which  I  made  at  the  last 
session,  I  read  at  my  table  here,  from  the  notes  I 
had  taken,  from  this  same  paper  used  here  to-day, 
a  portion  of  these  same  expressions  which  I  have 
attributed  to  the  honorable  Senator,  [Mr.  Clat,] 
and  I  did  not  understand  him  as  then  denying  them. 

[Here  Mr.  Ci«at  interrupted  Mr.  Young,  and 
said  it  was  untrue  that  any  such  paper  bad  been 
shown  to  him;  that  he  did  not  know  that  such  a 
paper  was  in  existence,  until  very  recently  informed 
by  a  member  of  the  other  House,  from  Illinois, 
that  snch  an  one  had  been  used  to  his  prejudice  by 
tbe  Senator  from  that  SUte  [Mr.  Yodng]  during 
the  reeess  of  Congress;  and  he  was  also  understood 
as  denyincr  the  correctness  of  the  statement] 

Mr.  Yodng  resumed.  He  did  not  say  that  he 
had  shown  tbe  paper  to  the  Senator,  [Mr.  Clat,] 
but  be  did  say  that  he  had  read  from  tbe  same  pa- 
per at  the  last  session,  at  his  table,  when  tbe  Senator 
from  Kentucky  [Mr.  Clat]  was  in  his  seat,  and 
must  have  heard  him.  He  may  not  have  seen  the 
paper  in  his  hand,  but  certain  it  is  he  [Mr.  Young] 
read  from  it  a  portion  of  the  same  expressions 
which  he  attributed  to  him  to-day,  and  he  did  not 
then  understand  him  [Mr.  Clat]  as  denying  them, 
or  as  disposed  to  take  back  a  word  that  he  had  said* 

Mr.  President,  I  do  not  undertake  to  say  that 
the  expressions  attributed  to  the  Senator  [Mr. 
Clat]  were  used  in  connection, as  I  have  them  noted, 
and  as  I  read  them.  They  were  used  in  the  course 
of  his  remarks,  and  such  only  were  taken  down,  as 
he  went  along,  as  were  deemed  most  exceptiona- 
ble and  offensive  to  the  settlers  on  the  public  lands. 
When  he  had  concluded,  and  before  I  left  my  seat, 
I  made  the  copy  from  them  used  here  to-day,  and 
at  (he  last  session.  All  that  I  have  now  to  add,  is, 
that  whether  the  Senator  from  Kentucky  [Mr. 
Clat]  saw  the  paper  or  not,  the  statement  it 
contains,  as  read  from  my  place  to<lay,  is  correct 
and  true,  and  very  nearly  in  his  own  language  as 
1  understood  him.  It  is  for  the  Senate  to  judge 
whether  I  have  misrepresented  him  or  not. 

Mr.  LINN  of  A^issouri,  observed  in  an  audible 
voice,  "It  is  true,  every  word  of  it." 

Mr.  TIPTON  observed  that  he  did  not  rise  to 
prolong  the  debate;  but  as  his  position  on  a  former 
occasion  did  not  seem  to  be  understood,  he  thought 
it  right  to  make  a  brief  explanation.  He  weuld 
jtist  state  how  it  happened  that  be  made  any  re- 
marks with  regard  to  the  speech  of  the  Senator 
from  Kentucky,  which  he  did  not  hear.  When 
the  pre-emption  bill  was  under  discussion  at  the  last 
session,  he  was  absent  for  a  short  time  in  a  com- 
mittee room,  preparing  a  bill,  and  when  he  returned 
to  his  seal  in  the  Senate,  the  Senator  ftom  Kentucky 
was  reading  from  a  newspaper.  He  (Mr.  T.)  in- 
quired of  a  iViend  what  was  going  on,  and  was  told 
the  Senator  from  Kentucky  was  reading  a  news- 
paper published  in  Indiana,  and  he  has  been  say- 
ing harsh  things  of  your  constituents.  The  next 
day  he  took  an  opportunity  to  reply  to  the  remarks 
made  by  the  Senator  fi-om  Kentucky;  defending 
the  squatters  on  the  public  lands,  and  quoted  the 
words  which  he  was  informed  the  Senator  firom  Kea 
todky  had  need.    A  few  days  afler  ttiis  the  Senator 
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from  Kentucky  called  his  attention  to  a  report  of 
his  (Mr.  T's)  speech,  aspnblished  in  the  newspa- 
pers, and  stated  that  he  did  not  use  the  words  there 
attributed  to  him.  He  repeated  words  which  he 
said  ho  nsed  on  the  oocasion  referred  to.  I  adopt- 
ed hts  own  words,  and  they  were  published  in  the 
pamphlet  copy  of  my  s^peech.  If  these  are  the 
words  now  quoted  by  the  Senator  from  Illinois — 
and  I  believe  they  are— they  are  the  very  words 
fbrnished  by  the  member  from  Kentucky.  He 
surely  ha^  no  just  grounds  to  complain  of  these 
words  being  now  repeated.  Now^from  what  had 
been  said  to-day,  it  might  be  inferred  that  I  used 
words  in  my  speech  which  I  retracted  next  day; 
but  the  fact  is,  I  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  correc- 
tion but  to  ttll  the  truth.  When  a  thing  was  said 
or  done  here,  1  have  no  other  object  than  to  let  the 
truihgo  to  the  people  concerning  it. 


NORTHEAfiTBRN  ^UNDARY. 

DEFERReF  DEBATE. 
HousBOF  RcpRBtsNTATiYxs,  February  26,  1839. 

The  Message  of  tbe  President  of  the  United 
States  on  the  snbjeet  of  the  troubles  on  the  North- 
eastern Bonadary  line  of  the  United  States  having 
been  received,  and,  with  the  principal  documents 
accompanying  it,  having  been  read, 

Mr.  HOWARD  moved  the  reference  of  tbemes- 
mge  and  documents  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Affairs,  that  they  be  printed,  and  that  the  commit- 
tee have  leave  to  sit  during  the  sittings  of  the 
House. 

Mr.  THOMPSON  moved  the  printing  of  an  ex- 
tra number  of  the  message  and  documents.  He 
said  it  ga;ve  htm  special  pleasure,  in  this  instance, 
that  hii  pecaliar  position  on  the  floor  was  such  as 
left  him  at  liberty  freely  to  censure  any  acts  of  the 
Administration  which  appeared  to  him  to  deserve 
censnre,  and  as  freely  to  praise  where  its  acts 
merited  commendation.  There  was  one  point  at 
which  all  party  feeling  ceased.  Whenever  our 
Government  was  engaged  in  any  controversy  with 
another  Government,  he  cast  to  the  winds--he 
trampled  beneath  his  feet— .every  consideration  but 
that  it  was  our  own  Government.  In  this  case,  he 
could  commend  the  Administration  most  justly. 
He  thought  that  its  whole  course  in  regard  to  thisi 
maUer  was  wise,  just,  patriotic,  and  honorable. 
None  could  take  more  pleasure  in  saying  this  than 
he  did. 

As  to  the  question  of  right,  he  should  degrade 
himself  by  discussing  it.  The  House  had  unani- 
mously voted  that  oar  right  to  the  country  in  ques- 
tion was  clear  and  indisputable.  On  the  point  of 
right,  we  had  already  passed  the  Rubicon.  We 
must  stand  by  our  determination,  and  never  give  it 
up,  unless  for  a  just  equivalent.  The  point  of 
honor  must  be  maintained  at  all  hazards,  as  it  al- 
ways had  been.  What  was  the  condition  we  were 
now  thrown  into?  The  5t)il  was  ours;  and  though 
there  was  not  any  State  in  the  Union  (judging  from 
what  he  knew  of  her)  that  he  would  not  rather 
couch  a  lance  with  than  this  very  State  of  Maine, 
yet  she  was  nut  to  be  leH  to  fight  her  own  battles; 
we  must  see  the  adversary  off  her  soil;  then  we 
would  settle  our  own  disputes.  A  more  frivolous 
pretence  of  right  never  was  set  up  than  that  of 
Great  Britain  to  this  land.  It  all  amounted  to 
this:  She  wanted  a  right  of  way  through  a  psrt  of 
oor  territory,  because  It  would  be  a  great  conveni- 
ence to  her  in  uniting  her  provinces.  There  was 
a  tone  and  temper  in  that  letter  of  Sir  John 
Harvey  which,  he  confessed,  raised  his  feelings  as 
on  American.  To  ulk  to  us  and  say,  "go  out,  or 
I  will  soon  bring  a  force  that  shall  put  you 
out  I"  Mr.  T.  if  he  was  goiving  out,  would 
stop  on  hearing  such  language.  If  he  had  taken 
hid  leave  and  made  his  bow  in  a  gentleman^s  house, 
he  had  n«  idea  of  be.ng  kicked  out  of  the  front 
door.  Mr.  T.  was  acting  under  no  excitement, 
however.  He  had  long  expected  that  this  thing 
would  come.  The  honorable  and  venerable  gen- 
tleman befors  him  [Mr.  Adaiib]  had  believed  the 
sam:*.  Yet  none  could  more  regret  the  necessity 
for  hostilities  than  he  should.  He  came  from  a 
porUott  of  the  Union  wkir«  the  storm  would  speid 


its  fiercest  and  its  greatest  fury.  The  country 
might  expect  an  instant  seizure  of  Cuba,  or  an  al- 
liance with  Texas.  There  was  no  knowing  when 
such  a  contest,  once  begun,  would  stop.  But  stop 
or  begun  when  and  where  it  might,  our  rights  must 
be  maintained.  Never  could  we  think  of  giving  Up 
any,  the  least  portion  of  our  soil,  under  belligerent 
threats  from  any  quarter.  He  exhorted  gentlemen 
to  devote  themselves  to  this  question.  It  was  most 
vitally  important;  it  could  scarce  be  but  blood  had 
already  been  shed;  the  chances  of  actual  collision 
seemed  to  be  as  twenty  to  one;  there  remained  but 
part  of  one  week  in  which  to  act.  He  trusted,  if  a 
war  must  come,  that  the  spirit  of  the  country 
would  not  be  crushed  by  a  state  of  utter  unpre- 
parednesB  to  meet  the  contest. 

Mr.  PEARCE  of  Maryland  did  not  rise  to  spe- 
culate about  war,  the  seizure  of  Cuba,  or  an/ thing 
of  the  kind.  The  subject  should  go  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Foreign  AflTairs,  who,  he  did  not  doubt, 
would  examine  it  with  that  calmness  which  its  im- 
portance demanded.  He  had  risen  to  repel  the  as- 
sertion of  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  that 
his  peculiar  position  was  so  felicitoua  as  to  afiford 
him  alone,  of  all  the  House,  the  opportunity  freely 
to  censi?re  or  freely  to  applaud  the  Administration, 
as  its  acts  miprht  deserve. 

Mr.  Thompson  said  the  gentleman  was  wholly 
mistaken.  He  had  used  no  such  language,  nor 
thrown  out  any  such  inea. 

Mr.  Pkircx  said  the  gentleman  had  certainly 
spoken  of  his  peculiar  position,  and  of  its  affording 
the  opportunity  freely  to  censure  or  to  praise. 

Mr.  Thompson.  I  have  already  said  that  I  did 
not.  If  the  gentleman  chooses  so  to  understand 
me,  he  may.  It  was  a  gross  misunderstanding  of 
my  language. 

Mr.  Pearce  again  referred  to  Mr.  T's  language, 
and  said  his  own  impression  was  strengthened  by 
that  of  eiFery  one  around  him;  but,  if  the  gentleman 
disclaimed  the  sentiment,  Mr.  P.  had  nothing  more 
to  say. 

Mr.  EVANS  said  the  momentous  importance  of 
the  matters  communicated  in  the  message  and  pa- 
pers which  had  been  just  read,  must  be  his  apology 
for  asking  the  attention  of  the  House  for  a  few 
moments  only,  although  he  was  aware  of  the  vast 
amount  of  public  business  yet  to  be  transacted,  and 
of  the  shortness  of  ihe  time  which  remained  to  per- 
form it.  The  peculiar  and  responsible  position  in 
which  the  State  he  and  his  colleagues  represented 
here  was  placed  by  the  proceedings  now  officially 
made  known  to  Congress,  seemed  to  him  imperi- 
ously to  require  that  the  course  she  had  pursued, 
and  the  ground  she  had  occupied,  should  be  dis- 
tinctly and  clearly  understood.  He  was  aware  that, 
in  some  quarters,  and  among  a  portion  of  the  pub- 
lic journals,  it  was  thought  Maine  had  been  too 
precipitate,  and  had  proceeded  with  a  degree  of 
rashnesit  which  the  circumstances  of  the  ca<se  did 
not  call  for.  He  desired  to  place  her  conduct  in 
this  respect  right  in  the  eyes  of  the  House  and  of 
the  country. 

Many  things  are  contained  in  the  message  which 
I  rejciicc  to  hear— which  I  have  not  heard  before 
for  many  years,  and  which  I  heartily  commend; 
yet  I  cannot  forbear  to  say,  that  the  leading  senti- 
ment which  the  reading  of  these  papers  impresses 
upon  my  mind  is,  that  the  President  does  not  fully 
appreciate  the  exigency  of  the  occasion.  He  un- 
derrates the  emergency,  the  critical  condition,  the 
imminent  danger  of  our  pacific  relations  with  Great 
Britain.  He  seems  to  think  it  does  not  admit  of 
"doubt,"  that  such  representations  may  be  made  to 
the  Lieutenant  Governor  'of  New  Brunswick  and 
to  the  Governor  of  Maine,  by  the  united  counsels 
of  the  British  Minister  and  himself,  as  will  at  once 
dispel  all  apprehensions,  and  lead  to  most  peacea- 
ble refctlts. 

Mr.  E  feared  it  was  altogether  too  late  to  in- 
dulge sucii  anticipations.  If  collision  had  not  ac- 
tually taken  place  before  this  lime,  it  was  scarcely 
possible  it  could  be  prevented  many  days  longer. 
Had  the  House  attentively  listened  to  the  reading 
of  the  docnmenu<?  Had  gentlemen  weighed  the 
contents  of  the  communications  which  had  passed 
between  Governor  Fairfield  and  Sir  John  Harvey? 
Had  they  considered  the  proclaqiiation  issu^  bj 
thelatiert    If  ao,  th^y  will  percdve  that  b^di  par- 


ties declare,  in  the  most  absolnte  and  uaqoiilfied 
terms,  their  determination,  on  the  one  hand,  to 
expel  the  American  forces  by  arms  and  with  the 
bayonet  from  their  position  on  the  Aroostook,  and, 
on  the  other,  to  maintain  it  at  every  extremiij.aod* 
at  all  hazards.  Sir  John  is  committed  in  the  fack 
of  the  world,  and  as  he  says,  bound  by  the  most 
explicit  orders  from  his  Government,  to  carry  Ui 
determination  into  execution;  and  Governor  Fbir. 
field  says,  if  Maine  falters  now  in  maintaininghrr 
possession  against  any  force  which  she  can  sa^ 
cessfully  resist,  no  language  can  speak  the  depdi 
of  her  ignominy  and  disgrace.  Soeh  is  the  pos- 
tion,  deliberately  taken  on  both  sides,  of  the  re$pe& 
tive  Governors  of  the  territories  now  in  anus 
against  each  other.  And  what  is  the  feeling  of  iht 
people:  of  the  people  on  both  sides  of  the  tine? 
We  learn,  as  well  from  the  proclamation  of^t 
John  Harvey,  as  through  other  chanDtIs,  that, 
upon  the  first  receipt  of  intelligence  in  the  Prom- 
ces,  of  the  movements  of  the  authoriiies  of  Maine 
in  arresting  the  trespasssers  upon  the  terri- 
tory, they  flew  to  arms  to  defend  them.  Not* 
withstanding  their  entire  confidence  in  the  sal,  - 
readiness,  '  and  ability  of  Sir  John  Hamy,  ^ 
to  maiutain  what  |A«y  denominate  (Aar  risii^ 
they  would  not  wait  for  orders.  Ttej 
broke  open  lawlessly  the  public  arsenab  ai 
Woodstock,  armed  themselves,  and  msfaed  to  tte 
field,  with  the  avowed  purpose  of  driving  the  dril 
authorities  of  Maine  from  the  territory  ihey  oeca- 
pied.  Sir,  we  all  know  that  the  feeling  of  the  Pn- 
vmce  is  highly  exasperated  against  us;  it  has  loig 
been  so.  Such  is  the  state  of  things  on  the  Brilisii 
side  of  the  line.  How  is  it  on  onr^  The  Legida- 
tureofthe  State,  with  entire  unaaimity,  sssnou 
the  determinations  of  the  Governor.  Pohlie  opi- 
nion sustains  them  also.  Troops  are  flocking  tj 
thousands  to  the  conflict,  determined  to  stand  fat 
the  rights  of  their  Slate;  and  stand  they  will,  ie- 
pend  upon  that,  sir.  All  unprepared  as  she  in 
for  such  a  conflict,  Maine  has  now  put  hcf  aiaor 
on,  and  she  will  not  be  recreant  to  faereme. 
Now,  sir,  in  such  a  state  of  things,  what  ground  is 
there  for  indulging  so  confident  an  expectation  is 
the  message  expresses,  that  any  representalioDS 
which  can  be  made  will  arrest  coUisioD,  and  tet 
by  arms?  I  repeat,  I  do  greatly  fear  the  Pjesi&ti 
vastly  underrates  the  critical  condition  of  oor  af- 
fairs. I  fear  he  does  not  appreciate  the  peril  tkt 
awaits  our  peaceful  relations.  On  whatgroud 
does  he  expect  to  avert  the  impending  eoUisiont 
On  what  he  very  rightly  termed  the  "  longfortwf  ' 
ance*'  of  Maine  hitherto.  And  on  thisgronndk 
presumes  that  she  will  forbear  yet  longer.  Btfi^ 
cried  Mr.  E.  Maine  forbears  no  mmt.  Herrjij*;* 
her  rights — these  she  demands — these  she  witf  MMk 

Mr.  E.  was  surprised,  but  gratified,  oBJj^'JJIg 
the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  [Mr.l)|», 
soif]  venx  his  indignation  against  ihe  use  of  sm 
language  as  had  been  employed  by  the  BriliAfl'i 
vernor;  surprised,  because  it  seemed  to  be  naf  j» 
him;  gratified,  that  he  was  prepared  to  resist  it  i| 
the  last  session,  Mr.  E.  had  urged  and  CDintM 
action  on  the  part  of  Congress  in  this  matiec^lH 
on  that  occasion  had  read  this  very  langtiage,  v 
had  stated  that  it  had  been  used  towards  iheM 
by  Sir  John  Harvey  and  Sir  Archibald  G«|l* 
also  years  ago.  In  1837  he  used  laogoagnjit 
stronger.  It  was  sent  here,  but  it  passed  QbM^ 
When  Maine  had  claimed  as  a  right,  had  r 
had  entreated,  nay,  had  almost  bqgged  that 
gress  would  consider  and  act  on  this  state  of 
it  had  been  in  vain.  Sir  John  Harvey  badff 
Gk)vemor  in  1837,  that  he  bad  peremptory 
sitive  orders  from  his  Govemfpent  to  mr""' 
session  of^tl^e  disputed  territory  alM  h 
he  should  do  it;  and  if  all  the  power  of  the. 
arms  in  America  was  necessary  to  that 
would  be  placed  at  his  com*:  -nd.  Ai 
told  the  House  at  the  last  ^er^iou,  and  a 
from  Maine  had  stated  the  same  in  the  other 
and  (his  had  been  repeatedly  communieatedli 
President,  and,  moreover,  we  most  expresa^y tr 
that  unless  the  bill  then  pending  (which  pTor 
the  running  of  the  boundary  line)  shooldpi^ 
very  identical  result  which  had  now  w9|j 
would  inevitably  happeiu  It  i^td  hanp^*^  ' 
gentlemen  seem  to  be  aware  of  itSrne 
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Mi.  E.  bad  told  the  House  over  and  o/er  that  it 
would  happen;  that  the  only  way  to  preserve  peace 
was  to  pass  the  bill  he  introduced  last  year,  but  he 
had  spoken  to  unwilling:  tars  and  almost  to  vacant 
seals.  Nobody  would  listen  to  his  remonstrances. 
Now  i^iex  very  things  had  come  upon  the  country. 
Aftd  now  the  President  said  that  the  past  long- 
safferittg  exhibited  by  Maine  induced  him  to  be> 
lieve  that  she  would  yet  forbear,  and  that  the  whole 
affair  would  be  easily  adjusted.  Mr.  E. begged  the 
Hooae  to  examine  the  facts  calmly,  and  then  to  tell 
him  bow  much  more  she  was  to  put  up  with;  how 
Binch  longer  she  was  to  be  patient  and  unresisting 
under  repeated  and  aggravated  wrongs.  It  was  pro- 
peTi  Mr.  K.  said,  that  the  views  of  the  State  should 
De  known  as  to  the  imminency'of  the  danger,  as  a 
guide  by  which  the  Executive  might  be  aided  in  his 
anticipationa  and  decisions. 

There  were  in  the  documents  accompanying  the 
Message  tome  things  Mr.  E.  was  delighted  to  see. 
n«  Secretary  of  State  has  now  told  the  British 
BCinister  that  the  ground  that  he,  as  well  as  the 
Qovemor  of  New  Brunswick,  proceeded  upon  was 
altogether  untenable;  and  that  was,  the  assumption 
of  a  subsisting  agreement  to  permit  the  territory  to 
remain  under  the  exclusive  jurisdiction  of  Great 
Britain.  He  assures  him  do  such  agreement  or 
understanding  ever  existed.  Mr.  E.  rejoiced  that 
lbs  hour  had  at  length  come  when  the  Govern  meat 
spoke  out  on  rtiis  subject.  He  took  it  to  be  true. 
The  delusion  is  dispelled.  I  hold  the  Oevernment 
to  this  declaration,  now  and  hereafter.  But  Mr. 
E.  said  he  was  sorry  that  any  ground  whatever  for 
such  an  assiuipiion  had  been  given  in  the  past  ne- 
gotiations. One  of  the  grounds  of  his  complaint 
last  year  against  the  Government  had  been  the  ta- 
cit sabmittini;  to  such  a  claim  without  instantly  re- 
pelling it.  The  claim  had  been  advanced  and  ad- 
Taaoed  again,  in  all  the  communications  from  the 
British  Government.  Maine  always  denied  it;  she 
bad  called  upon  the  Government  to  deny  it;  but 
her  call  had  never  been  answered;  her  complaints 
and  remonstrances  had  been' unheeded  till  this  very 
hour. 

And  what  had  been  done  by  the  British  authori- 
ties under-this  pretended  agreement?  Of  all  the 
mmuj  arrogant  acts  which  bad  been  founded  upon 
ity  he  would  produce  but  one,  and  he  adduced  it  in 
proof  of  how  far  the  State  had  been  humbled  and 
brou^tdown  by  tb'ts  groundless  assumption. 

In  1831,  the  L^islature  of  Maine  had  incorpo- 
xmted  a  town  within  this  territory  now  in  dispute; 
ftli  the  forms  of  law  had  been  otoerved,  and  when 
cor  own  citizens,  under  ihe  warrant  of  that  law, 
pcoeeeded  to  exercise  their  functions  in  relation  to 
.  tbe  town  thus  created  by  their  own  State  Govern- 
aient,  they  had  been  arrested  and  incarcerated  in 
tbe  jnils  of  New  Brunswick.  And  when  Mune, 
rvndet  these  degrading  circumstances,  had  appealed 
to  the  President,  and  when  all  the  proceedingn  were 
ohown  to  have  been  perfectly  reguUr,  acd  the  de- 
aaand.was  made  that  the  General  Government 
should  protect  the  State  and  her  citizens,  what  had 
been  done?  The  President  had  replied  that  the 
case  would  call  for  very  different  action  if  the  first 
departure  from  the  understand! ug  between  the  two 
Qoveraments  had  not  proceeded  from  the  persons 
wrbo  bad  been  arrested.  Maine  had  then  asserted 
her  right  to  proceed  ia  the  exercise  of  her  own  sove- 
reignty, as  she  herself  saw  fiu  Yei  the  Gkneral 
Oorcmment  never  had  so  much  as  demanded  the 
tinatm  of  the  men  thus  seized  and  imprisoned;  and 
mn  anbappy  phrase,  then  employed  inadvertently 
.tiy-  the  Eieeniive  of  Maine,  had  given  occasion  to 
the  President  to  yield  to  some  extent  te  the  aseump- 
.tipns  of  Great  Britain.  The  Governor  of  Maioe 
had  said  that  what  had  happened  had  taken  place 
'  ^unexpectedly''  te  him,  and  thereupon  the  Presi- 
^nlr  had  tnmed  ronnd.and  disavowed  the  proceed- 
igkg»  ot  the  Smte,  as  the  acts  of  rash  and  in- 
.  considerate  individuals;  stating  also  that  Maine 
heraelf  disavowed  them;  and  he  thereupon  re- 
qaesiedy  as  a  favor,  the  release  of  the  men 
by  the  British  anthoritiea.  Great  Britain  had  tn- 
etauttly  seized  upon  the  idea  thus  put  forward  and 
•bad  forthwith  granted  a  formal  pardon  to  these  Ame- 
eioxens  for  the  offenee  they  had^ommitted 
UaBfiiuesty^  aothority^  and  ihe  Prtaident 


had  returned  his  thankt  ui  the  British  Government 
for  the  readiness  with  which  this  coudescending 
finor  had  been  accorded!  Now,  thank  God,  how- 
ever, the  President  of  the  United  States  held  lan- 
guage more  becoming  his  station;  he  now  tells  the 
House  that  it  belongs  to  Maine  herself,  and  to  her 
only,  to  jndoe  of  the  exigency  of  the  case  calling 
for  her  interference.  She  is  to  be  this  judge  of  her 
own  policy  and  course  of  action,  and  we  shall  have 
no  more  disavowals.  That  was  the  doctrine  now. 
Mr.  E.  rejoiced  to  he>ar  it.  He  was  glad  that  the 
idea  of  an  informal  arrangement  and  understand- 
ing that  Great  Briuifr  was  to  have  exclusive  juris- 
diction over  the  disputed  territory  was  repudiated 
and  utterly  denied.  Let  it  never  be  heard  of  here- 
after. 

A  brief  description  should  be  given  of  the  state 
and  history  of  the  existing  controversy — I  do  not 
mean  the  boundary  controversy,  but  of  the  present 
collision^— that  the  whole  matter  might  be  rightly 
understood.  This  he  would  now  endeavor  to  pre- 
sent to  the  Houw. 

It  was  known,  he  presumed,  to  all,  that  the  terri- 
tory in  dispute  was  situated  ia  the  extreme  north- 
eastern comer  of  the  State  of  Maine,  and  that  it 
Uy  on  both  sides  of  the  river  St.  John,  which,  run- 
ning in  a  southeasterly  course,  divides  the  territory 
into  two  portions;  that  lying  on  the  northeastern 
bank  of  the  stream  being  about  two-fifths,  and  that , 
on  the  southwestern  side  being  about  three-fifths,  of 
the  whole.  The  entire  tract  contained  about  six 
millions  of  acres.  It  was  quite  true  that  on  the 
northern  side  of  the  St.  Johns  there  existed  a  settle- 
ment on  the  Madawaska  river,  (a  tributary  of  the 
St.  Johns,)  within  which  Great  Britain  had,  at  va- 
rious times,  in  some  degree,  exercised  authority 
and  jnrisdfiijtion,  practically;  but  Ihe  right  of  juris- 
diction, even  there,  had  always  been  strongly  con- 
tested by  Maine.  It  should  be  understood  that  the 
whol^  territory  in  question  lay  remote  firom  the 
densely  settled  portion  of  the  State,  two  hundred 
miles  away  in  the  wilderness,  on  the  Madawaska; 
therefore  Great  Britain  has  been  permitted  to  con- 
tinue in  possession,  though  her  right  was  constandy 
and  formally  denied  by  the  State.  There  was,  as 
he  had  said,  another  large  district  of  the  territory 
which  lay  south  of  the  St.  Johns,  upon  another  of 
its  tributary  streams,  called  the  .Aroostook;  and  it 
was  the  valley  of  this  stream  which  was  the  theatre 
of  the  present  disturbance.  This  portion  of  the 
territory  lay  nearer  to  the  settled  part  of  the  State 
than  the  Madawaska  settlement.  As  to  the  ques- 
tion of  jurisdiction  in  this  Aroostook  settlement,  the 
authority  of  Maine  and  of  Massachusetts  had  both 
been  exerted  there  for  a  long  period.  The  move- 
ment of  Maine  at  this  time  to  expel  intruders  and 
exert  authority  was  no  new  movement.  She  has 
taken  no  fresh  authority  in  her  hands.  As  many 
as  thirty  years  ago,  Massachusetts  had  caused  sur- 
veys to  be  made  of  certain  portions  of  this  territory, 
divided  it  into  townships,  made  grants  to  indivi- 
duals, and  others  to  corporations,  and  the  grantees 
had  entered  on  possession,  and  held  it  without  any 
disturbance  or  interruption  from  the  British  autho- 
rities. 

When  the  claim  of  jurisdiction  was  first  put  forth 
by  Grea^  Britain,  it  had  been  done  in  a  very  modest 
way.  It  was  only  that  both  parties  should  abstain 
from  exerc&ing  any  jurisdiction  within  the  territo- 
ry; that  was  the  first  step.  Then  came  the  next 
advance;  which  was  a  proposition  that  neither  par- 
ty should  **egtend*^  its  jurisdiction  over  the  territory. 
This  was  not  very  alarming,  though  Maine  resisted 
such  curtailment  of  her  rights.  In  a  few  years  the 
claim  took  a  new  focm;  neither  party  was  to  extend 
its  jurisdiction,  oh  no;  but  what  was  the  jurisdiction 
at  present  exercised?  Then  it  was  that  Great 
Britain  put  forth  the  monstrous  pretension  that  her 
jurisdiction  extended  over  the  wkoh  territory  and 
<«€ry  pmrt  qfitf  a  pretension  for  which  she  advanced 
the  most  extraordinary  argument.  The  misfortune 
had  been  that  enr  own  Government  did  not  at  once 
repudiate  this  claim  the  moment  it  was  set  up. 
True,  they  did  not  assent  to  it;  but  they  did  not  re- 
buke and  refute  it  with  the  sternness  and  explicit- 
ness  the  occasion  demanded,  and  thus  new  demands, 
new  interpretations  were  put  forth,  from  year  to 
year,  and  new  extensions  of  jurisdiction  by  the  pro- 
Tindal  authority.    One  evidence  of  this  Bir.  E.  bad 


commented  upon  last  session,  and  which  he  was 
I  afraid  had  not  yet  been  sufficiently  reprobated  by 
the  Executive.  As  long  ago  as  1839  or  1833  the. 
British  had  appointed  an  officer  with  the  title  of 
warden  of  this  territory;  aud  in  communicating  to 
the  British  Minister  here,  certain  complaints  made 
by  this  warden  against  the  operations  of  Maine  and 
Massachusetts,  he  said  that  the  warden  had  been 
appointed  with  the  knowledge  and  concnrrenee  of 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  and  that  it  was  a 
most  remarkable  thing  that  he  should  have  been  in- 
terfered with  in  the  exercise  of  his  authority,  when 
he  was  acting  in  obedience  to  the  wishes,  and,  he 
might  almost  say,  the  instructions  of  both  Govern- 
ments. 

Mr.  E.  had  said  that  Massachusetts  had  made 
grants  within  the  Aroostook  territoiy  thirty  years 
ago.  Other  grants  have  been  made  by  the  State  of 
Maine  since  the  separation  from  Massachusetts, 
and  sales  have  been  made  (f  timber.  Trespass- 
ers have  been  expelled,  and  the  timber  seized  and 
sold  by  Maine;  and  no  attempt  has  been  made  to 
interfere  with  this  exercise  of  authority  until  very 
lately,  and  none  whatever  to  prevent  it  by  fen^. 
The  British  authorities  have  scarcely  ever  interfered 
there.  In  1828  or  1829,  a  British  peace  officer  bad 
attempted  te  serte  on  an  American  citizen  within 
that  territory  civil  process,  issued  by  the  courts  of 
"New  Brunswick.  The  consequence  was,  that  fif- 
teen or  twenty  of  the  settlers  got  together  and  drove 
the  officer  out  of  the  territory,  and  the  process  was 
abandoned.  The  settlers  considered  themselves  oh 
American  soil,  and  successfully,  then,  resisted  the 
assumption  of  authority  over  them.  No  attempt 
was  made  to  punish  this  act. 

And  what  was  Maine  doing  now?  She  was  ma- 
king grants  in  this  very  territory.  Within  two  or 
three  years  past  she  has  constructed  a  road  extend- 
ing some  miles  into  the  territory;  and  it  was  at  the 
termination  of  that  road  where  the  forces  of  the 
State  were  now  stationed.  The  British  Govern- 
ment had,  indeed,  remonstrated  against  these  acts, 
but  rather  feebly;  the  remonstrance,  infact,Vas 
more  like  a  protest  that  this  should  not  be  constru- 
ed into  an  admission  by  them  of  our  right  of  juris- 
diction, than  like  an  assertion  of  her  own  right. 

Mr.  E.  said  he  would  answer  an  inquiry  just 
propounded  to  him  by  a  gentleman  near,  [Mr.  Poi^ 
TCR.]  A  portion  of  the  disputed  territory  belonged 
to  the  State  of  Maine;  a  portion  of  it  to  the  State 
of  Massachusetts,  and  the  remainder  to  the  two 
States  jointly. 

A  word  or  two  more  as  to  the  exercise  of  juris- 
diction over  the  Aroostook  territory.  The  report 
of  the  land  agent  of  the  State  to  the  Legislature  of 
Maine,  made  on  the  1st  oT  January  of  the  present 
year,  informed  that  body  that  in  April  preceding 
he  had  gone  upon  the  territory,  and  served  process 
on  certain  persons  there  engaged  in  the  cuttifig  of 
timber;  bad  broken  up  their  encampments,  and 
taken  away  their  teams,  Ac.  The  report  gave  a 
very  minute  account  of  his  proceedings.  He  had 
gone  on  again  in  October  for  the  same  purpose,  and 
with  the  same  success.  There  he  had  met  the 
British  warden,  Mr.  McLaughlin,  who  oflfered  no 
obstruction.  The  agent  ccmmunicated  to  the 
warden  all  he  had  done,  very  particularly;  and  Mr. 
McLaughlin  had  .then  observed  that  he  (Mr.  McL.) 
had  come  there  for  the  same  purpose.  There  had 
been  no  harshness  of  language  or  feeling  on  either 
side.  There  was  no  collision,  offered  or  threaten- 
ed. And  the  result  had  been  that  the  land  agent 
expressed  his  conviction  that  there  would  be  no 
resistance  made  to  such  proceedings  as  these, 
further  than  a  formal  protest  to  save  the  question 
of  jurisdiction.  These  were  the  proceedings  the 
la&t  year.  And  was  the  State  now  to  be  told  that 
she  must  not  do  the  same  thing  this  year?  That  it 
was  rash  to  do  so?  The  depredations  on  timber 
dnring  the  present  year  had  been  enormous.  What 
was  the  State  to  do  in  such  an  emergency?  Submit 
quietly,  or  again  attempt  to  arrest  the  pltinderers? 
She  sent  her  land  agent  again  to  do  the  same  thing 
this  7ear  as  she  had  done  the  last,  and  which  she 
had  then  done  without  molestation.  No  attempt 
had  then  been  made  to  stop  his  operations  by  British 
I;  aathori^,  and  Biaine  had  no  reason  to  expect  it 
now.  She  went  with  a  civil  force  for  eivil  purposes. 

But   what  had  tahm  plnee?    The  traspMserB 
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were  strong-banded — they  had  seized  the  agent  and 
transported  him,no  one  at  first  knew  whither.  Maine 
expected,  and  had  a  right  to  expect,  that  if  he  had 
been  carried  over  the  lines  he  woald  be  immedi- 
ately released.  She  had  no  reason  to  apprehend 
that  the  lawless  acts  of  the  trespassers  would  be 
adopted  by  the  Gk)vernment.  But,  so  far  from  her 
reasonable  expectations  being  fulfilled,  the  land 
agent  himself,  and  others  who  had  been  aiding  him, 
have  been  imprisoned  in  the  Province  of  New 
Brunswick,  and  are  held  as  high  State  offenders 
under  the  law  of  nations  and  of  treaties.  What 
nexil  Sir  John  Harvey  sends  a  demand  to  Gh)v. 
Fairfield  that  the  American  force  shall  be  imme- 
diately withdrawn;  that  Maine  shall  no  more  at- 
tempt to  arrest  the  operations  of  the  trespassers, 
and  shall  utterly  cease  all  jurisdiction  and  posses- 
sion; and  he  bases  his  demand  on  the  assumed 
agreement  between  the  British  and  American  Oo- 
vemments,  that  Oreat  Britain  should  retain  exclu- 
sive possession  of  the  tenitory  until  the  disputed 
question  of  boundary  should  be  finally  settled.  It 
has  already  been  shown  that  there  never  had  been 
such  an  agreement.  It  was  an  assumption  without 
proof.  The  roost  that  could  be  pretended  was,  that 
both  parties  should  stand  as  they  were  until  the 
question  was  determined.  It  was  a  new  and  a 
most  audacious  step,  now  for  the  first  time  taken 
by  the  British  authorities,  so  far  as  regards  the 
Aroostook  territory.  The  annunciation  of  ?uch  a 
claim  was  not,  indeed,  a  new  thing;  but  the  prac- 
tical attempt  to  enforce  it  by  arms  was  new.  This 
Provincial  Governor  threatened  an  instant  interfe- 
rence by  the  militaqr  forces  of  Great  Britain.  Was 
Maine  to  submit  to  this?  Was  she  to  cower  before  the 
threat?  to  abandon,  to  be  driven  back  in  ignominy 
and  dis^acel    Never->never. 

Mr.  E.  said  he  hhould  not  ar^jie  the  question  of 
the  right  of  Maine  to  the  territoiy,  and  the  whole 
territory.  That  had  been  solemnly  affirmed  by  Con- 
gress. Congress  had  declared  that  Maine  had  a  right 
lo  the  soil  as  clear  as  day-light;  and  the  message  now 
asserts  her  right  to  judge  of  the  exigency  which 
calls  for  her  interference.  She  haz  judged,  and  the 
case  is  rherefore  fully  made  out. 

Gentlemen  had  pressed  the  great  importance  of 
preserving  pacific  relations  with  Great  Britain.  Mr. 
E.  would  go  as  far  in  honorably  preserving  those 
relations  as  any  man.  War  bad  po  charms  for 
him.  The  question  is,  what  is  the  best  mode  of 
preserving  peace?  Is  it  to  yield  to  every  indig- 
nity, till,  having  been  repeated,  and  repeated  with- 
out resistance,  they  came  at  last  to  be  claimed  as 
matter  of  light — as  natters  of  agreement?  Is 
Maine  now  to  be  told,  that  if  she  raised  a  finger  in 
support  of  her  rights,  the  British  arms  are  to  be 
brought  forthwith  against  her?  Was  that  the  way 
to  preserve  pacific  relations  between  the  two  conn- 
tries?  Give  Mr.  E.  leave  to  tell  gentlemen  that 
this  identical  crisis  had  been  foreseen,  foretold, 
and,  in  his  opinion,  had  been  brought  upon  us  by 
the  neglect,  it'  not  by  the  pusillanimity,  of  the  Ge- 
neral Government. 

Mr.  Howard  here  asked  leave  to  suggest,  in  the 
most  respectful  manner,  to  the  honorable  gentle- 
man from  Maine,  whether  it  was  for  the  honor  and 
the  interest  of  Maine,  in  this  matter — whether  it 
was  wise  in  one  of  her  Representatives — to  intro- 
duce reflections  of  this  kind  against  a  past  Adminis- 
tration, and  thus  lead  off.  the  attention  of  the  House 
upon  a  collateral  issue?  He  must  of  course  know 
that  such  accusations  would  be  met,  and  the  House 
engage  in  a  dispute  which  was  wholly  irrelevant. 
If  the  present  Administration  did  what  the  gentle- 
man approved,  and  had  now  taken  the  ground  he 
supposed  they  ought  to  take,  why  go  oat  of  his 
way  to  attack  an  Administration  now  past?  Mr. 
H.  entertained  great  personal  respect  for  the  gentle- 
man; and  would  suggest  to  him,  in  the  most  friendly 
manner,  that  such  reflections  had  better,  on  all  ac- 
counts, be  omitted. 

Mr.  Evans  said  he  was  not  now  makirtf;  accu- 
sations or  attacks  upon  the  course  of  the  past  Ad- 
minisUration.  That  was  not  his  object.  He  had 
done  so  at  the  last  seasi«  i*  ^nd  had  vainly  endea- 
vored to  rouse  a  sense  of  justice  in  the  House. 
His  object  was  to  show  that  Maine  had  not  been 
rash  in  this  matter,  and  to  express  his  firm  convie- 
tien  that  if  Maine  had  been  then  treated  as  she 


ought  to  have  been,  this  crisis  would  never  have 
occurred.  Had  the  bill  which  Mr.  E.  introduced, 
and  against  which  the  gentleman  from  Maryland 
[Mr.  Howard]  had  set  himself  in  determined  oppo- 
sition, been  passed,  this  difficulty  never  would 
have  taken  place.  He  had  shown  how  cruelly 
Maine  had  been  aggrieved,  and  had  pointed  out  a 
practical,  padific,  and  effectual  remedy;  but  the 
House  had  refused  to  adopt  it.  He  did  not  say 
this  for  the  sake  of  complaining,  or  accusing  any 
body;  but  he  wished  to  fix  the  truth  deeply  and 
strongly  on  the  minds  of  gentlemen,  so  that  justice 
may  at  length  be  done,  and  peace  hereaAer  pre- 
served, if  the  present  crisis  be  safely  passed. 

If  any  still  thought  that  the  State  had  taWen  a 
rash  step,  they  have  not  looked  into  the  history  of 
the  fact;  they  have  not  reflected  on  the  repeated  in- 
dignities she  had  endured  fiom  the  subordinates  of 
a  foreign  Qoveinment,  and  which  she  had  in  vain 
endeavored  to  induce  their  own  ^Government  to 
repel.  Things  had  now  reached  that  point  that 
nothing  was  left  her  but  either  to  surrender  at 
once,  or  to  stand  for  her  rights  like  men.  I  can- 
not forbear  again  to  advert  to  the  bill  of  last  ses- 
sion. What  was  the  reason  it  did  not  then  pass? 
Was  it  not  because  a  new  negotiation  was  then  on 
foot?  This  was  in  June;  and  yet,  had  not  this 
House  been  told  in  December,  that  not  one  word 
hadpaiised  between  the  two  Governments  in  the 
matter  siace.  And,  within  a  few  days,  have  they 
*not  again  been  told  that  nothing  has  yet  been  done? 
Our  Government  had  pressed  its  negotiation,  I  trust, 
but  in  vain.  He  considered,  then,  all  this  talk 
about  new  preliminaries  of  new  negotiations  as  in- 
tended merely  to  amuse  the  State,  and  induce  her 
to  remain  passive  a  Uttle  longer.  There  was,  in 
fact,  no  negotiation  going  on.  It  had,  practically, 
been  suspended  now  for  six  years.  Had  not  the 
President  himself  told  the  House  that  the  question 
of  boundary  was  at  this  moment  further  from  being 
settled  than  it  had  been  at  the  close  of  the  Revolu- 
tion? Had  not  Maine  waited  long  -enough? 
She  thought  so.  All  her  people  thought  so;  and 
the  ground  she  had  taken  she  would  occupy.  If 
Sir  John  Harvey  had  formed  a  similar  de- 
terminaiion,  collision  was  inevitable;  and  every 
thinking  man  must  admit  the  exigency  to  be 
great.  It  calls  for  prompt  and  wise  action. 
Any  expectation  of  amicable  arrangement,  foun- 
ded on  longer  proerosHtiefion,  was  out  of  the 
question.  If  any  gentleman  thought  that  it 
would  be  enough  for  the  Gkneral  Government  to 
tell  the  State  of  Maine  that  semething  should  be 
done,  but  she  must,  in  the  mean  time,  wait  and  be 
very  quiet,  they  deceived  themselves.  Maine 
would  do  no  such  thing;  could  do  no  such  thing. 
The  crisis  was  one  which  called  for  action;  and 
such  actirn  as  should  satisfy  the  world  that  Maine 
was  not  to  be  left  to  manage  this  matter  alone.  The 
very  idea  that  she  would  be  so  left  by  the  Gene- 
ral Government  had  done  more  than  any  thing  else 
to  push  this  aggression  to  its  present  height.  The 
British  Government  were  under  the  impression 
that  Maine  was  abandoned  by  the  Gk)vernment  of 
the  United  States.  Mr.  E.  had  read  in  the  Albion, 
a  very  respectable  English  paper  published  in  this 
-  country,  an  expression  of  the  utmost  confidence 
that  the  whole  proceeding  of  Maine  would  be  for- 
mally disavowed  by  the  American  Government, 
and  that  she  would  be  left  to  fight  out  her  puny  batp 
tie  on  her  own  resources.  Such  delusion  must  be 
dispelled.  I  warn  gentlemen  not  to  permit  so  fatal 
an  error  to  go  abroad.  Let  our  conduct  show  that 
it  is  a  preposterous  error.  Mr.  E.  trusted  that  the 
American  Congress  would  now  say  to  the  world 
that  it  was  their  affair,  and  ihey  would  maintain  it 
as  becomes  the  honor  of  their  country.  What 
ought  to  be  done  Mr.  E.  would  not  now  jpretend  to 
say.  He  leA  that  to  thoee  around  him,  in  whose 
wisJom  and  experience  and  patriotism  he  had  the 
fullest  confidence. 

Mr.  ADAMS  now  rose  to  speak,  when 

Mr.  PETRIKIN  demanded  the  previous  ques- 
tion. 

[Cries  of  no!  no  I  no!— withdraw  it— withdraw 
it — from  all  quarters  of  the  House.] 

Mr.  P.  aAer  some  little  hesitation,  withdrew  the 
motion. 

Mr.  ADAMS  then  aaid  that  he  had  bat  a  ray 


few  words  to  say,  and  would  occupy  the  Hoax 
but  a  very  few  minutes.  [Go  on  I]  He  Bsared 
the  House  that  he  entirely  concurred  in  aloest 
every  word  of  what  had  just  been  said  bjr  tfaeboao 
rable  gentleman  from  Maine. 

[The  Chair  here  desired  many  memben,  vho 
had  gathered  round  Mr.  A's  seat,  to  resume  their 
places.    Order  being  restored,  Mr.  A.  proceeded.] 

He  repeated  the  declaration  that  he  coacurred 
heartily  in  almost  every  word  that  bad  jost  been 
uttered  by  the  gentleman  from  Maioe.  If,  in  uy 
thing,  he  fell  i&ort,  it  was  in  this,  that  he  was  wil. 
ling  to  wipe  out  even  from  his  memory  that  pan  of 
the  course  of  the  Administration  which  the  gentle' 
man  had  censured.  He  was  willing  to  forget  that, 
in  consideration  of  the  pledge  given  in  the  message, 
that  the  rights  of  Maine  and  of  MafiacbasetL%aad 
all  else  respecting  this  matter  which  the  Uiuied 
States  had  a  right  to  demand,  would  be  pressed  by 
the  Executive  power. 

But  Mr.  A.  had  risen  chiefly  in  consetjoetkofe  of 
one  word  in  the  message  wbidi  related  to  the  &aie 
of  Maine.    From  the  single  readiag  at  the  clerk's 
table,  which  was  all  the  opportunity  Mr.  A.  had 
had  to  learn  its  contents,  he  was  not  quire  sare  that 
he  had  distinctly  understood  the  passage  to  wbidi 
he  wished  now  to  refer.     He  only  desired  thai  the 
Committee  on   Foreign  Affairs  should  ascertaia 
whether  his  impression,  which  he  would  now  state, 
was  correct,  and,  if  it  were,  that  they  would  apply 
the  necessary  remedy.    Concurring  as  be  did  ia 
the  general  tenor  of  the  message,  as  perfectly  ex- 
pressive of  a  determination  on  tlie  part  of  the  Ex- 
ecutive Government  to  maintain  inviolate  therighls 
of  the  nation,  still  there  was  also  in  it  a  tenor  of 
advice,  of  counsel,  to  the  State  of  Maine,  in  regard 
to  which  Mr.  A.  would  confess  he  should  hare 
been  more  satisfied  if  the  message  bad  not  bees 
quite  so  conciliatory,  to  use  no  harsher  term.   He 
referred  to  the  counsel  given  to  Maine  by  the  Pie- 
sident,  to  retract  what  she  had  done;  and  this  sot 
on  the  ground  of  its  being  considered  the  actioa  of 
the  Executive  GK)vemmeGtof  the  United  Suies. 
This  appeared  to  Mr.  A.  very  much  I3te  pottio; 
the  responsibility  of  all  that  had  been  done  apon 
Maine  alone;  and  it  appeared,  further,  to  anihoria 
that  State  to  do  what  Mr.  A.  doubted  greatly  that 
she  had  any  constitutional  power  to  do,  viz:  to  make 
an  arrangement  with  the  Governor  of  New  Bnms- 
wick,  founded  on  mutual  explanations.   It  pro- 
posed, in  fact,  a  negotiation  between  Maine  lad 
New  Brunswick,  to  which  the  United  Stales  Go- 
vernment was  not  to  be  a  party.    Mr.  A.  had  risa 
simply  to  request  an  examination  of  the  papers  by 
the  Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs;  he  desired  dat 
that  committee  should  scrutmize  these  comiotioicar 
tions,  to  see  if  that  was  the  recommendaiioo  giveB; 
and  if  it  was,  then  he  should  think  it  was  the  duty 
of  the  House  to  recommend  to  the  President  that  he 
would  appoint  some  person  to  act  for  the  United 
States  in  this  advised  accommodation. 

It  seemed  to  Mr.  A.  that  the  President  bad  l^ 
commended  Maine  to  negotiate  with  New  Bnns- 
wick  for  a  compromise,  thns  throwing  the  rtfpoo- 
sibility  on  the  State  of  Maine  which  ought  to  be 
assumed  by  the  President  of  the  United  States,  h 
was,  he  believed,  a  new  thing  in  constitutional  10' 
tory,  that  a  President  of  the  United  Sates  haviil 
here,  resident  at  the  seat  of  Govenmeot,  the  &► 
nisterof  a  foreign  power,  with  whom  he  migbtttaqr 
time  hold  communication,  should  correspond  with  a 
distant  part  of  the  Union  on  a  point  at  issue  betvcA 
that  distant  portion  of  the  Union  and  an  adjaeetf 
portion  of  the  dominions  of  the  foreign  powefW- 
presented  by  that  minister,  and  say  to  her,  Hsrth 
this  matter  between  yourselvos;  you  had  better  do 
what  to  you  shall  seem  best  about  it;  consider  ite 
great  danger  that  must  attend  a  state  of  warttfBi 
and  make  it  up  between  yourselves." 

And,  besides,  it  did  appear  to  Mr.  A.  frtaav 
tone  ef  the  correspondence  wit i  h  had  taken  pta» 
between  the  Governors  of  Maine  and  New  Br 
wick,  that  they  were  not  exactly  the  parties  ^ 
were  in  a  temper  fit  to  settle  a  disputed  natitaa 
question  between  themselves,  without  anytcft^ 
sentative  of  the  Genera]  Government  to  st*^  !^ 
Maine  in  the  arrangement.  This  seemed,  oa  w 
part  of  the  Government,  the  asBumptiofiofii^ 


im^ 


of  nentral  petition.    He  hoped  no  such  duif 


aasamptioiioiaw* 
I  no  toMh  thiag  «0 
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intended;  be  hoyed  he  had  Dot  correctly  understood 
the  mttter;  bat  that  the  letter  of  Mr.  Forsyth  to  the 
Gorernor  of  Maine  would  be  thorooghly  examined; 
and,  if  it  contained  no  such  idea,  that  the  Commit- 
tee on  Foreign  Affairs  woo  Id  so  report  to  the 
House,  or  else  that  they  would  have  an  understand- 
ing with  the  Executive,  so  that  all  danger  from  that 
qaarter  might  be  removed. 

Mr.  CRARY  here  moved  the  previous  qaestion; 
bot  the  House  refused  to  second  it — aye  j  48,  noes 
89. 

Mr.  LINCOLN  said,  that  the  peculiar  position 
which  he  had  occopfed  in  relation  to  one  of  the 
States  most  immediately  and  directly  interested, 
woald  not  permit  him  to  remain  silent  daring  the 
discossion  of  a  sabject  so  deeply  important  to  the 
country.  It  was  this  intrinsic  importance  of  the 
subject  which  alone  induced  him  to  throw  himself 
upon  the  indulgence  of  the  House  for  some  remarks 
which  naturally  grew  out  of  the  position  which  his 
State  might  seem  to  occupy  in  this  matter  before 
the  country. 

Mr.  L.  stated  that  an  appeal  had  been  made  to 
Ae  Executive,  by  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  on 
the  very  point  now  in  controvetsy;  and  it  could  not 
have  escaped  the  observation  of  every  member  how 
that  appeal  hadi>een  responded  to.  Possibly  some 
misapprehension  might  have  grown  out  of  the  man- 
ner in  which  the  appeal  in  question  had  been  met. 
This  was  no  new  subject  of  complaint  with  that 
people,  or  with  their  Government.  It  had  been  his 
painful  duty,  £br  years,  to  contemplate  it  as  one  of 
the  most  unpleasant  portions  of  bis  public  concern. 
There  had  been  a  former  period  when  the  peace  of 
the  country  was  as  much  threatened  as  at  present; 
at  that  time,  one  of  tlie  citizens  of  the  United  States 
had  been  taken  from  his  own  dwelling,  (^rom  what 
the  law  declared  to  be  his  castle,)  and  carried  off" 
Kke  a  felon,  and  incarcerated  in  a  British  prison. 
As  great  a  degree  of  excitement  had  pervaded  the 
public  mind  then,  as  now.  It  had  then,  been  Mr. 
L^  lot  to  participate  in  the  great  responsibility  of 
those  cottn*els  which,  in  the  good  providence  of 
Ocd,  had  proved  instrumental  in  preserving  the  na- 
tional peace;  and  possibly  from  this  very  reason  he 
could  Bot  but  anticipate,  at  present,  a  like  favorable 
issue.  He  had  listened,  with  unmingled  satisfac- 
tion, to  the  language  of  the  official  communication 
which  had  just  been  laid  before  the  House;  and  he 
did  believe  ibar,  if  the  sentiments  and  the  temper 
which  marked  that  Executive  message  should  influ- 
ence the  counsels  of  the  two  Houses  of  Congress, 
all  danger  of  a  rupture  of  the  public  peace  would 
be  happily  removed.  ^ 

Were  it  proper  to  go  into  a  view  of  the  causes 
which  had  led  to  the  existing  difficulties,  it  would 
aot  be  difficolt  to  justify  the  ground  taken  by  our 
own  Government  in  regard  to  the  disputed  terri- 
tory. There  could  not  remain  a  doubt  in  the  mind 
of  any  reasonable  being  that  the  rectitude  of  the 
claims  of  the  State  of  Maine  to  the  possession  of 
that  territory,  as  an  integral  portion  of  her  soil, 
were  l^ond  all  just  coriroversy.  Nobody  who 
would  look  inta  the  facts  could  doubt  that  the  true 
boundary  lice  between  that  State  and  the  adjacent 
British  possessions  was  as  clearly  defined  on  the 
actual  face  of  the  coantry  as  it  was  in  the  lan- 
guage of  the  treaty  of  1783.  But,  while  he  held 
most  strongly  that  the  right  of  Maine  to  the  juris- 
diction of  this  portion  of  her  territory  was  irrefra- 
gable, still  he  could  not  but  think  that  a  little  more 
forbearance  on  her  part  would  better  have  com- 
ported with  the  dictates  of  sound  discretion  and 
enlightened  patriotism.  He  believed  that  the  State 
of  Maine  would  discredit  her  own  wisdom,  violate 
her  own  intefesf,  and  do  injustice  to  the  patriotism 
of  the  nation,  if  she  should  refuse  a  little  longer  to 
forbear,  in  the  hope  that  the  last  fatal  resort  for  the 
redress  of  national  grievances  might  be  avoided. 
What  was  the  cause  of  the  present  discussion?  An 
attempt  to  exercise  jurisdiction  over  a  portion  of 
country,  in  regard  to  which  there  might  have  been 
on  either  side  a  misconception  as  to  the  right  of  the 
other  part^.  Was  it  a  strange  thing  that  such  a  mis- 
conception should  exist?  Was  this  a  matter  to  be 
wondered  at,  when  for  ten  consecutive  years  it  had 
been  a  debateable  subject,  each  nation  claiming 
jurisdiction  over  the  same  portion  of  the  soii?  In 
1839,  the  Secretary  of  State  of  the  Utiited  States 


addressed  an  official  communication  to  the  States 
of  Maine  and  Massachusetts,  demanding  of  them 
an  account  of  their  reasons  for  an  encroachment 
by  their  respective  agents  on  this  very  tenitory — a 
letter  from  no  less  distinguished  and  temperate  an 
individual  than  Louis  McLane,  inquiring  how  it 
came  to  pass  that  a  land  agent  of  the  State  of 
Massachusetts  was  found  on  the  waters  of  the 
Aroostook.  Now  if  the  Government  of  our  own 
country  could  feel  itself  justified  in  asking  such  a 
question,  was  it  very  marvellous  that  some  miscon- 
ception on  the  same  subject  should  exist  on  the  part 
of  the  British  Government? 

Mr.  L.  hoped  he  should  not  be  misconceived  for 
a  moment.  He  intimated  no  doubt,  for  he  had  no 
doubt,  as  to  the  justice  of  the  claims  of  the  State 
of  Maine:  he  admitted  them  to  their  utmost  ex- 
tent; and  he  would  sacrifice  all  ihat  was  dear  to 
himself,  and  much  that  was  dear  to  the  country, 
before  he  would  consent  she  should  give  up  one 
iota  of  her  demand,  in  submission  to  the  claim  of 
a  foreign  Grovernment.  And  he  would  now  say, 
in  behalf  of  his  own  State,  although  she  had  not 
buckled  on  her  armor  at  (he  indication  of  her  sis- 
ter, she  would  be  none  the  less  true  to  her,  and 
none  the  less  firm  in  defending  her  and  her  rights, 
when  it  became  necessary  that  she  should  place 
herself  by  her  side  in  the  front  of  battle. 

In  1833,  this  British  land  agent,  McLaughlen, 

Preferred  the  same  claims  as  he  did  now;  «nd  Mr. 
I.  held  in  bis  hand  a  document  which  would  show 
that  his  claims  were  then  as  much  a  ground  of 
complaint  and  remonstrance  on  the  part  of  Mas- 
sachusetts. 

The  extent  of  these  pretensions  might  be  gathered 
from  the  representations  made  by  Mr.  McLaugh- 
len, subscribing  hiillself  **  Warden  of  the  disputed 
territory,"  in  a  communication  addressed  to  Sir 
Archibald  Campbell,  under  date  of  the  38th  of 
Semptember,  1833;  from  which  Mr.  L.  read  the 
following  extract: 

'*  Since  I  have  the  honor  of  the  appointment  of 
Warden  of  the  territory,  I  have  endeavored,  as 
much  as  possible,  to  prevent  trespasses  being  made 
by  the  cutting  of  pine  timber,  Ac.  and  which,  I 
am  hapsy  to  say,  has  been  generally  efl*ected,  as 
it  is  well  known  that  there  are  now  large  quanti- 
ties fttill  standing  adjaceat  to  the  line,  from  Mar^ 
hill  to  the  Great  falls,  which  would  otherwise  have 
been  removed." 

"  The  subject  to  which  I  must  now  beg  the  ho- 
nor to  call  the  attention  of  your  Excellency,  is  that 
of  an  infringement  of  the  understandin.^  between 
the  Government  of  Great  Britain  andthe  United 
State,  during  the  settlement  of  the  question  of 
boundary,  by  the  land  agents  of  the  States  of 
Massachusetts  and  Maine,  who  are  not  only  hold- 
ing out  inducements  to  the  subjects  of  both  coun- 
tries to  cat  pine  timber  on  the  territory  in  my 
charge,  by  paying  them  a  duty  of  two  shillings 
and  six  pence  a  ton,  but  have  entered  into  con- 
tracts for  opening  two  roads  to  intersect,  one  fifty 
miles  from  its  eonfiuenee  with  the  St.  John,  and 
the  other  thirty  mites;  both  of  which  are  either  to 
be  completed  this  fail  or  early  in  the  next  season. 

"It  is  unnecessary,  and  probably  might  be  con- 
aidertd  improper  on  my  part,  to  animadvert  on  the 
conduct  of  these  agents;  but  your  Excellency  must 
be  well  aware  of  the  trouble  it  occasions  in  the  per- 
formance of  my  duty;  and  certainly  there  does  ap- 
pear something  exceedingly  inconsistent  that  the 
laud  agents  of  these  States  should  attempt  to  coun- 
teract the  wishes— nay,  I  may  almost  say,  the  in- 
structions—of both  Governments  to  an  officer  who 
has  been  appointed  to  prevent  collLsion  between 
them." 

This  representation  had  been  made  (said  Mr.  L.) 
the  occasion  of  a  demand,  by  Mr.  McLane,  of  an 
explanation  from  the  Governor  of  Massachusetts, 
of  the  exercise  of  a  right  of  supervision  over  the 
property  of  the  Commonwealth  in  the  disputed  ter- 
ritory, in  the  following  language: 

*'Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit,  by  the  direc- 
tion of  the  President,  a  copy  of  a  note  from  Sir 
Charles  R.  Vaughan,  Envoy  Extraordinary  and 
Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  his  Britannic  Majesty, 
dated  the  20th  instant,  accompanied  by  a  copy  of  a 
letter  from  Sir  Archibald  Campbell,  Lieutenant 
Governor  of  New  Bmiuwick,  to  Sir  Charles  R. 


Vaughan,  and  also  of  a  letter  from  Lieutenant  J. 
A.  McLaughlin  to  Sir  Archibald  Campbell,  com- 
plaining of  the  conduct  of  certain  land  agents  of  the 
Slates  of  Maine  and  Massachusetts,  in  the  territory 
in  dispute  between  the  United  States  and  Great  Bri- 
tain. I  am  instructed  to  state  that  it  would  .  be  a 
source  of  regret  to  the  President,  should  this  com- 
plaint prove  to  be  well  founded;  and  in  causing  it 
to  be  communicated  to  your  Excellency,  it  is  bis 
earnest  wish  that  the  necessary  steps  may  be 
promptly  taken  by  the  proper  authorities  of  Massa- 
chusetts to  enforce  a  due  obedience  to  the  terms  of 
the  existing  arrangement  between  the  Government 
of  the  United  States  and  that  of  Great  Britain,  in 
regard  to  the  disputed  territory." 

There  was  something  more  than  an  admission  of 
a  concurrent  jurisdiction  on  the  part  of  Great  Bri- 
tain; a  taking  to  task,  even,  of  the  Executive  of 
Massachusetts  for  interposing  a  preventive  autho- 
rity for  the  protection  of  the  property  in  the  lands. 
The  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States  alludes 
*Mo  the  terms  of  the  existing  arrangement;"  an  ar- 
rangement which,  if  it  means  any  thing,  must  have 
reference  to  the  "troriieiuftip"  of  the  territory  claim- 
ed by  McLaughlen,  and  made  the  subject  of  Sir 
Archibald  Campbell's  communication.  It  was 
true,  (continued  Mr.  L.)  this  claim  of  British  juris- 
diction, now  for  the  first  time  distinctly  put  forth , 
was  not  submitted  to  by  the  Government  of  Massa- 
chusetts. The  foardenahip  of  the  territory  by  the 
British  agent  was  resisted;  and,  in  the  most  earnest 
language  of  remonstrance,  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment was  admonished  that  it  would  not  be  recog- 
nised by  the  Government  of  the  State.  To  show 
the  opinion  then  entertained  of  this  extraordinary 
claim,  Mr.  L.  said  he  would  take  the  iib^y  to 
read  the  protest  made  by  the  Executive  of  Massa- 
chusetts to  the  Secretary  of  State,  against  any  such 
pretension. 

Mr.  L.  then  read  from  a  letter  of  the  Governor 
of  Massachusetts  to  Mr.  McLane,  under  date  of 
Nov.  1,  1833,  the  following  extract: 

'4  cannot  but  earnestly  protest  against  the  autho- 
rity of  any  appointment  on  the  behalf  of  his  Ma- 
jesty's Government,  which  may  be  r^arded  as  a 
claim  to  the  exclusive  protection  of  this  property, 
or  be  deemed  an  acquiescence,  on  the  part  of  the 
United  States,  in  interference,  utMbr  cotor  of  a 
<  vardenship  of  the  disputed  territory,'  with  that  di- 
rection to  its  improvement  wliich  the  Governments 
of  Massachusetts  and  Maine,  respectively,  may  see 
fit  to  give  to  their  agents.  The  rights  of  soil  and 
jurisdiction  over  it  are  in  the  States,  and/orbear- 
ance  to  the  exercise  of  these  rights  for  a  season, 
from  mere  prudential  considerations,  a  respectful 
regard  to  the  wishes  of  the  General  Government, 
or  com  it  V  towards  a  foreign  nation,  is  not  to  be 
construed  into  a  readiness  to  surrender  them  upon 
the  issue  of  any  proposed  negotiation." 

Also  an  extract  from  an  Executive  communica- 
tien  of  the  Governor  of  Massachusetts  to  Mr* 
McLane,  undeicdate  of  Nov.  15,  1833: 

"No  just  occasion  has  been  given,  on  the  part  of 
the  Gk>vemment  of  Massachusetts,  for  the  repre- 
sentations transmitted  to  you  by  his  Majesty^  Min- 
ister; but  on  the  other  hand,  that  there  is  cause  to 
remark  that  his  Majesty's  officers  of  the  Province 
of  New  Brunswick,  by  the  seizure  and  sale  of  tim- 
ber cut  by  trespassers  on  the  Aroostook,  and  after- 
wards in  the  rightful  custody  of  the  a^t  of  this 
Commonwealth,  have  been  the  first  to  violate  the 
existing  understanding  upon  the  subject.  Indeed, 
sir,  the  unsettled  state  of  the  qaestion  of  boundary 
is  daily  becoming  more  and  more  embarrassing  to 
the  exercise  of  the  unquestionable  right  of  proper<« 
ty  with  us.  The  most  desirable  improvements  of  the 
country  are  repressed,  and  the  settlement  and  culti- 
vation of  an  extensive  and  valuable  territory  al- 
together prevented.  A  spirit  of  dissatisfaction  and 
irritation  is  increasing  between  the  border  inhabi- 
tants of  the  State  and  Province  respectively;  and 
there  is  reason  to  apprehend  that  the  Governments 
of  Massachusetts  and  Maine  will  find  it  as  difficult 
to  forego  much  longer  jurisdiction  over  the  proper- 
ty, as  to  deny  to  their  citizens  their  urgent  demand 
for  its  occupation  and  enjoyment." 

Here  was  evid^ce  both  of  a  claim  to  jurisdiction 
on  the  one  hand,  and  a  direct  protest  on  the  other, 
against  the  act  of  the  Briosb  aathoritiee  in  appoints 
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ing  a  wanien/as  be  was  denominated,  who  shoald 
interfere  to  present  the  improvement  of  the  terri- 
tory, or  interfere  in  any  manner  with  the  preperty 
of  Maine  or  of  Maseachawtts.  Yet,  from  the 
year  1833  to  1839,  this  warden  had  been  maintain- 
ed in  office  by  the  British  Government.  And  now 
it  was  held  that  an  actnatnrally  enough  consequent 
ifponhis  appointment  was  a  J  ast  foandation  for  a 
declaration  of  war;  iind  this  withoat  allowing  any 
opportimity  for  explanation. 

Mr.  L.  could  not  beUere  that  war  was  at  all  ne- 
cessary. If  the  jurisdiction  was  proved  to  be  in 
the  United  States,  it  must  result  from  the  line  of 
boundary  as  described  in  the  treaty  of  1763, 
This  was  to  be  settled  in  its  practical  application 
upon  a  survey  and  an  mppcal  to  the  monuments, 
both  natural  and  artificial,  which  dearly  defined 
the  coarse  of  that  line  as  intended  by  the  treaty. 

It  did  not  become  Mr.  L.  to  question  the  motives, 
nor  perhaps  the  wisdom  of  the  measures,  on  the 
part  of  the  State  of  Maine,  which  had  led  the  coun- 
try into  the  present  exigency;  but  it  did  occur  to 
him,  as  the  Representative  of  a  State  deeply  inte- 
rested in  the  issue,  that  we  ought  not  at  once  to 
rush  into  the  conflict;  and  he  must  be  permitted  to 
say  that  the  measures  taken  by  the  Executive  Gk>- 
vemment  of  Maine  were  not  su(^  as  were  best  cal- 
culated to  effect  a  settlement  of  the  question  oonsi^- 
icntly  with  the  peace  of  the  nation.  Had  the  Go- 
vernor or  the  Legiilature  of  that  State  directed  a 
different  course  to  be  pursued,  should  we  now  have 
been  met  by  the  threatening  language  and  the  mili- 
tary array  of  the  British  authojrities?  To  capture  a 
faw,  or  even  many  trespassers,  was  it  necessary  to 
carry  into  this  disputed  teiritory  200  bayonets  and 
a  six-t>ounder1  Certainly,  this  would  furnish  to  a 
jealous  opponent  some  little  ground  to  suspect  that 
the  object  was  somethiog  other  than  to  capture 
trespassers  who  were  stealing  logs  and  dragging 
them  over  the  lines.  And  If,  in  consequence,  there 
had  been  a  military  array  called  out  to  meet  this 
show  of  force  on  our  part,  might  it  not  hare  been 
been  the  result  of  misunderstanding,  which  a  little 
temperate  explanation  would  remove?  It  was  ob- 
vious that  the  two'  parties  had  mutually  mistaken 
the  intentions  of  eaeh  other;  and  it  was  but  reason- 
able to  entertain  a  hope  that  the  difficulty  might  be 
compromised. 

Mr.  L.  observed  that,  in  this  matter,  he  acted  un- 
der a  higher  responsibility  than  some  gentlemen  in 
that  House;  and  this  made  him  the  more  forward  in 
making  the  suggestion  that  it  was  best  to  forbear 
and  to  conciliate.  He  rejoiced  the  subject  was  pro- 
posed to  be  sent  to  a  committee  on  which  there  was 
a  Representative  from  the  State  of  Massachusetts. 

The  present  Governor  of  Massachusetts,  in  his 
late  message,  had  manifested  a  highminded.regard 
to  the  interest  and  the  honor  of  the  State.  He  was 
possessed  of  intelligence  qjuite  adequate  to  a  just  ap* 
prehension  of  the  whole  subject,  while  in  his  firm- 
ness, coolness,  and  enlightened  patriotism,  all  would 
confide;  and  he  bad  declared  that,  ^fter  the  subject 
had  bc«n  referred  to  the  General  Government,  if 
an  appeal  should  be  made  to  Maasachusetto,  she 
stood  ready  to  lend  her  whole  force  to  the  maioten- 
ance  of  the  national  rights  and  honor.  Massachu- 
setts had  preferred  taking  counsel  of  the  wisdom  of 
-  this  l^islative  body,  rather  than  of  the  excited  feel- 
ings of  those  whose  vicinity  to  the  scene  excluded, 
in  some  degree,  that  calm,  collected,  and  dispas- 
sionate View  of  the  whole  sabject  which  the  crisis 
so  eminently  demanded.  Mr.  L.  invoked  for  her 
course,  on  this  occasion,  a  calm  and  considerate 
judgment.  He  had  risen  diat  it  might  be  seen  that 
at  least  one  Representative  from  a  region  more 
especially  interested  in  the  controversy,  was  willing 
to  commend  to  the  House  and  the  nation  a  spirit  of 
'  conciliation  and  forbearance. 

Mr.  GUSHING  said  that,  in  the  present  stage 
of  thib  business,  he  had  but  a  very  few  remarks  to 
make;  and,  in  what  he  wished  to  say,  he  should  en- 
deavor to  feel  admonished  of  the  extreme  tender- 
ness of  the  question,  and  of  the  critical  position  of 
the  country. 

He  could  not  enter  into  the  merits  of  the  contro- 
versy between  the  United  States  and  Great  Britain 
in  rt-gard  to  the  Northeastern  boundary.  He  could 
not  ctmiiiemi  to  debate  any  further  that  point.  The 
United  &mm  bad  ulieitdjr  diaoussed  it  loo  longi  or. 


if  there  was  to  be  any  more  discussion  of  that  point, 
this  House  was  not  the  place  for  it.  This  House 
had,  in  common  with  the  Senate,  unanimously 
adopted  a  resolution  affirming,  in  the  most  ample 
terms,  the  territorial  rights  of  Maine  and  Massa- 
diusetts;  the  resolution  of  the  House  being  in  the 
following  emphatic  words: 

**Jtesofofd,  That  after  a  careful  examination  and 
deliberate  investigation  of  the  whole  controversy 
between  the  United  States  and  Great  Britain,  rela- 
tive to  the  Northeastern  boundary  of  the  former,  the 
House  of  Representatives  do  not  entertain  a  doubt 
of  the  entire  practicability  of  running  and  marking 
that  boundary  in  strict  c^mformity  with  the  stipula- 
tions of  the  definitive  treaty  of  peace  of  seventeen 
hundred  and  eighty-three;  and  entertain  a  perfect 
conviction  of  the  justice  and  validity  of  the  title  of 
the  United  States  to  the  full  extent  of  all  the  terri- 
tory in  dispute  between  the  two  powers.*' 

With  which  resolution  before  us,  be  should  con- 
sider it  indecorous,  and  a  needless  waste  of  time,  to 
reopen  that  question  here  before  this  House. 

But  I  desire,  said  Mr.  C.  to  call  the  attention  of 
gentlemen  to  the  precise  merits  of  the  new  and  in- 
cidental question  which  has  now  grown  up,  that 
the  true  state  of  the  facts  may  be  understood  in  all 
quarters,  misapprehensions  corrected,  and  the  re- 
sponsibility for  the  result  rest  with  Great  Britain, 
where  it  justly  belongs. 

Neither  the  House  nor  the  country,  it  seems  to 
me,  is  fully  alive  to  the  delicacy  of  the  relations  of 
Great  Britain  and  the  United  States  at  this  mo- 
ment. The  message,  as  suggested  by  the  gentle- 
man from  Maine,  [Mr.  Evans,]  does  not,  on  the 
face  of  it,  seem  to  indicate  a  full  perception  of  this, 
or  come  up  to  the  apparent  exigency;  though  rea- 
sons of  State  may  l^ave  called  Sot  and  may  juxtify 
some  suppression  in  this  respect  on  the  part  o^  the 
President. 

But  how  stands  the  fact?  We  have  these  threa- 
tening events  in  the  Northeast,  and  these  new  pre- 
tensions of  the  colonial  anlhorities  of  Great  Briuin, 
to  show  what  is  doing  there.  How  is  it  in  the 
North?  We  have  heard  much  of  the  success  of  a 
distinguished  pacificator  in  restoring  a  peaceful 
state  of  things  there;  but  the  fires  of  indignation 
along  that  whole  line,  which  the  misrule  of  Great 
Britain  and  the  misconduct  of  the  ruling  party  in 
Upper  and  Lower  Canada  have  awakened,  are 
smothered,  not  extinguished;  and  it  needs  but  the 
touch  of  a  spark  to  rekindle  them  inta  a  devouring 
flame,  to  spread  like  lightning  from  Maine  to  Mi- 
chigan. In  the  Northwest,  we  find  Great  Britain 
tampering  with  the  Indians  under  our  jurisdiction; 
keeping  them  in  her  pay;  subsidizing  them;  sup- 
plying them  with  munitions  of  war;  preparing  them 
as  of  old  to  dash  upon  our  frontier  settlements,  and 
to  subject  these  anew  to  all  the  horrors  of  savage 
warfare.  How  is  it  in  the  West?  Is  not  the  whole 
of  the  vast  country  in  and  beyond  the  Rocky 
Mountains  intruded  upon  and  usurped  by  4he  sub- 
jects of  Great  Britain?  And,  as  if  the  British  Go* 
vemment  did  not  mean  that  any  part  of  the  United 
States  should  want  cause  of  offence  against  it,  we 
find  it  striking  a  deadly  stab  at  the  dearest  of  the 
vital  interests  of  the  whole  South. 

Under  these  circumstances,  while  I  deprecate 
angry  collision  on  the  Northeastern  frontier  as 
deeply  as  any  one  can,  yet  I  tell  gentlemen  it  be- 
hooves them  to  overlook  the  whole  ground.  Un- 
less this  all-grasping  spirit  of  universal  encroach- 
ment on  the  part  of  Great  Britain  be  arrested,  either 
by  moderation  in  her  councils,  or  by  fear,  the  time 
must  and  will  come,  when  her  power  an<(  ours 
cannot  co-exist  on  the  continent  of  North  America. 
And  I  say  this,  that  the  House  may  duly  appreci- 
ate the  importance  of  the  present  contingency. 

Now,  in  regard  to  this  controversy,  I  shall  ex- 
clude, so  far  as  possible,  all  expression  of  the  natural 
feelings  of  indignation  which  the  pretension  of 
Great  Britain  is  fitted  to  awaken.  That  pretension 
is  the  monstrous  one,  that  the  treaty  of  peace  of 
1783  was  a  grant  or  concession  by  Great  Britain  to 
the  Umted  States;  that  it  was  a  deed  of  land  from 
her  to  us,  and  whenever  doubts  arise  concerning 
its  import  the  construction  is  to  be  in  favor  of  the 
grantor;  and  that  we  the  people  of  the  United 
States  hold  the  soil  on  which  we  dwell,  not  by  the 
colonization  and  settlement  of  it  which  our  fore* 


fathers  accomplished  at  their  own  hanrd,  not 
by  inheritance  derived  from  thatgeneralion  tothe 
succeeding  one,  not  by  the  victories  of  the  Revolatioa 
and  by  conquest  on  the  field  of  battle,  bot  by  mat 
grant  and  concession  from  the  favor  of  Great  Bzi- 
tain.    The  same  pretension  she  UQd«rtakes  to  ap. 
ply  to  all  the  rights!appertaining  to  the  soil  and  sove- 
reignty of  the  United  States,  such  as  the  fi^rie^ 
and  the  navigation  and  use  of  the  seas  adjeiniig 
North  America.    So  that,  whenever  Great  Britain 
chooses  to  lay  claim  to  any  pan  of  the  Uoiied 
States,  no  matter  how  groundless  and  seaadakMB 
may  be  the  claim,  no  matter  if  the  tract  orcooatiy 
she  sets  up  a  claim  to  be  and  always  have  been  oc- 
cupied by  us,  at  that  instant,  on  the  mere  setting  ip 
of  the  claim,  her  right  as  the  ancient  soverdgn  of 
the  United  States  is  revived,  and  she  is  to  be  in- 
ended  to  be  in  the  possesion  constractfvely  of  the 
country  claimed,  and  though  not  in  fact  having  ilie 
possession,  is  to  be  suffered  to  take  possession  of  it, 
and  to  exercise  exclusive  jurisdiction  over  it  nitil 
she  may  choose  to  give  up  her  claim;  conveitiif 
us,  the  people  of  the  United  States,  as  the  gende- 
man  from  Yiigioia  [Mr.  Wise]  truly  suggests  to 
me,  into  the  mere  tenants  at  will  of  Great  Britain. 
That  is  the  point  on  which  this  present  controvenf, 
this  claim  on  the  part  of  Great  BfjLtain  totheei- 
elusive  possession  of  the  valley  of  the  Aroostook, 
hinees. 

This  pretension  was,  for  the  first  time,  assettei 
by  Sir  Charles  Vaughan,  in  1837,  i{  a  letter  to  Bfr. 
Clay.  The  territory,  he  said,  is  ttiU  m  iufnk. 
,*The  ^overeignty  and  jurisdiction  over  that  eonn> 
try  have  consequently  remained  with  Great  Britain, 
ii  having  been  in  the  occupadon  andpoauriontftk 
Crown  previtmsbf  to  the  eonchMon  of  the  trestf  ^ 
1783.^'  Mr.  Clay  indignantly  repudiated  the  idea 
that  whatever  territory  in  North  America  Great 
Britain  efotiiu,  she  is  to  be  regarded  as  having  oe* 
cupation  and  possession  of  eoniiruetMs,  a  tkt 
mother  eountry^  and  demanded  that  "the  Goven- 
meni  of  New  Brunswick  eko^dd  ceode/rom  Ike  ath 
ctae  ^M  tMd  every  act  ofexeUaive  jurisdiettM  Mk 
the  diepvUed  lerntory,  until  the  question  of  right  ii 
settled.''  Our  Minister-in  Great  Britain  was  in- 
structed to  meet  and  rebut  this  pretension  in  the 
most  decisive  terms.  He  did  so.  It  was  altemptoi 
to  b*  maintained  by  the  Earl  of  Aberdeen,  in  be- 
half of  Great  Britain,  with  the  weapons  of  dipio- 
mattc  chicanery  and  old  mother  country  insoleiia, 
which  belonged  to  sach  a  pretension:  for  it  is  in- 
deed a  point  impossible  to  be  yielded  by  the  United 
States.  It  is  vital  to  our  very  independence.  We 
might  as  well  return  to  colonial  vassalage  again  at 
once,  as  give  up  the  assertion  of  our  coequal  iaife' 
pendence,  and  of  the  coequal  rights  of  soil  flowing 
from  it,  which  is  the  fundamental  principle  of  the 
treaty  of  peace. 

Now  for  the  application  of  this  principle.  FroB 
1783  to  1816,  no  mortal  man  beard  of  a  claiaoC 
Great  Britain  covering  the  valley  of  the  Aroostook. 
The  whole  of  the  claim,  indeed,  to  the  disputed  IN' 
riiory,  so  called,  is  a  progeny  of   the  war  of  1815. 


by  right,  and  what  she  could  not  obtain  by  eoip 
quest  or  puiohase,  she  has  endeavored  to  obttJakf 
diplomacy.  The  claim  itself  is  groundless  aadai^ 
surd;  but,  making  the  claim,  she  proceeds  to  diit 
the  possession  also,  by  virtue  of  the  pretemsoal 
have  stated.  On  no  other  ground  can  Sir  Jote 
Harvey  undertake  to  exercise  exclusive  jorisdie' 
diction  on  the  Aroostook.  The  lands  there  an 
held  under  grants  of  Massachusetts  or  Maine,  |»* 
ing  back  more  than  thirty  years.  The  Qoicii* 
ments  of  Massachusetts  and  Maine  have  had  jiiifi' 
diction  there  down  to  the  present  time,  sonipH 
the  land,  giving  pennito  to  cut  timber,  reaMfilg 
trespassers,  and  the  like,  just  as  upon  land<  wilhia 
the  undisputed  limits  of  Maine.  The  exdosife  jir 
risdiction  of  New  Brunswick  in  this  legioBlM 
never  been  asserted  and  enforced  as  against  lliiift 
For  i(  is  to  be  remembered  that  this  dispelaltf 
happened  on  the  Aroostook.  The  arrests  of  '  * 
vidual  citizens  of  Maine,  which  have 


taj^en  place,  have  been  in  the  Madawaska  cetat^ 
The  Madawaska  is  a  noitherly  branch  of  ihsV* 
Johd8»  the  Aroostook  a  aoathcrly  one,  and  tbs  nj« 


1^.  19^9. 


APPENDIX  TO  39IE  CONOBESSION^L  ^ffiOBE. 


£51 


H.pf  Reps. 


S5th  CoNG**«*dD  Skss« 


northeastern  Boundary — Mr.  Pickens. 


\gy  of  the  latter  is  in  the  sootberamost  porlioD  of 
Uie  diluted  territory, 'which  the  |Ciiig  of  the  Neth- 
criaDds  assigned  to  the  United  States.  I  suppose 
it  is  on  Ibis  account  that  Great  Britain  has  practised 
jnor*  forbearance  in  regard  to  the  Aroostook  thah 
the  Madawaska,  and  in  the  former  has  re! rained 
hitherto  from  the  attempts  to  enforce  exclusive  ja> 
liadicuoD,  which  she  has  practised  in  the  latter. 
Al-any  rate,  the  House  will  admit  Great  Britain 
has  no  "right  of  exclusive  jurisdiction;  that  her 
daim  of  right  is  founded  on  a  pretension  utterly 
and  palpably  untenable;  that  she  has  neither  right 
of  ezclusiye  possession,  nor  exclusive  pos^ssion  in 
fact 

Has  the  Government  of  the  United  Stales  made 
any  agreement  conferring  on  her  the  right  (tempo- 
rarily or  otherwise)  to  the  exclusive  possession  gf 
this  territory?  I  shall  not  go  back  to  cast  reflections 
OA  the  Government  of  the  United  States.  It  has,  in 
my  judgment,  much  atoned  for  past  error  by  the 
decision  of  its  present  course.  A  new  crisis  has 
arrived.  I  stand  upon  the  correspondence  between 
Mr.  Forsyth  and  Mr.  Fox,  to  which  this  affair  has 
giveo  rise.  Whatever  misconception  there  may 
have  been  concemiog  this,  on  the  part  of  any  offi- 
cers of  the  British  GJovemment,  or  in  this  country, 
there  is,  at  any  rate,  no  such  agreemenL  Great 
Britain  can  plead  misconception  no  longer.  She 
must  now  enter  upon  a  new  coarse  of  measures. 
She  has  not  exercised  hitherto  exclusive  or  forcible 
j(irisdiGti0n.on  the  Aroostook:  she  must  now  cease 
to  claim  the  right  to  do  so  hereafter,  under  this  pre- 
tended agreement,  which  the  United  States  never 
made.  And  the  conclusioa  to  which  1  come  on 
the  whole  matter  is  this:  The  understanding  actu- 
ally bad  has  either  been  misconceived,  or  wilfully 
misinterpreted,  by  the  British  authorities  or  officers 
in  America.  It  does  not  seem  even  to  have  been 
so  anderstood  in  Eagland.  At  the  very  outset  of 
the  affair,  in  1827,  the  proposal  for  an  understand- 
ing, it  appears,  came  fipm  Mr.  Canning,  who 
'"suggested  the  propriety  of  abstaining  on  both 
aid^s,  pending  the  suit,  Irom  any  act  of  sovereign- 
ty over  the  contested  territory."  Here  13  tht  nig^ 
fei/wn  «/ c^  utukntendtng.  And  whatever  state- 
men  u  of  it  occur  la  the  correspondence  of  the  sub- 
ordinate functionaries  of  the  two  Governments 
from  that  time  to  this,  I  have  a  remarkable  decla- 
ration, made  by  Lord  Palmerston,  the  present  Fo- 
reign Secretary,  in  a  debate  in  the  House  of  Com- 
mons, OB  the  24ih  April,  1837,  as  I  find  it  reported 
in  the  London  Times: 

"Sir  R.  Peel  said:  Is  the  Province  of  Maine  in 
the  occupation  of  any  part  of  the  disputed  terri- 
tory? 

**L.ord  Palmerston  replied:  The  disputed  terri- 
tory, or  at  any  rate  the  greater  part  of  it,  is  in  our 
occupation  at  present,  upon  the  understanding  that 
xieitber  we,  nor  any  other  party,  thtdl  exerem  any 
^  tke  righlt  belonging  lo  permanent  ttrritofial  «09t- 
reignhf. 

^Sir  R.  Peel.  I  do  not  see  how  any  arrangement 
of  that  sort  can  be  made.  The  land  must  be  occu- 
pied by  one  party  or  the  other.  Is  it  occupied  en- 
tirely by  Briiish  subjects'? 

"Lord  Palmerston.    It  is  not  settled  at  all  at 

S resent;  it  is  occupied  by  vast  forests  of  wood,  and 
,  is  understood  that  neither  party  is  to  cut  the  wood 
no  til  the  differences  are  settled  in  one  way  or  the 
other.'' 

These  two  declarations  are  each  very  different 
from  that  of  Sir  John  Harvey,  who  undertakes  an 
assertion  by  force  of  exclusive  jurisdiction,  not 
ooly  unsupported  by,  bat  in  direct  opposition  to, 
the  declaration  of  Lord  Palmerston.  In  resisting 
this  pretension  of  Sir  John  Harvey,  the  Govern- 
ment of  Maine  is  right,  as  he  is  wholly  wrong  in 
making  the  pretension.  It  is  a  pretension  which' 
cannot  and  will  not  be  tolerated  by  the  United 
States. 

In  regard  to  tlie  conduct  of  the  Government  of 
Bdaine,  there  is  one  imporuint  consideration  to  be 
borne  in  mind.  There  is  a  question  of  State  rights 
at  the  bottom  of  this.  I  have  heard  it  denied 
'^whether  Maine  had  any  etiufilnCMfiaZ  power  to  do 
^rhai  she  has  done.  Such  is  not  my  reading  of  the 
OonstiLution.  Each  State  has  an  indefeasible  right 
to  the  integrity  of  her  territory,  which  the  United 
States  cannot  curtail  but  with  b«r  consent.    Bach 


State  has  an  indefeasible  right  to  defend  the  inte- 
grity in  arms,  if  need  b«,  by  her  own  force,  if  that 
of  the  United  States  be  not  at  hand.  Struck,  she 
must  and  should  strike.  Such  is  the  sacred  right 
of  self-preservattoD,  sanctified  by  the  great  charter, 
of  the  Union,  and  by  the  first  principles  of  human 
action,  which  are  superior  to  all  the  constitutions 
on  earth.  The  Constitution  contains  the  following 
clause: 

*'No  State  shall,  without  the  consent  of  Congress, 
lay  any  duty  of  tonnage,  keep  troops  or  ships  of 
war  in  time  of  peace,  enter  into  any  agreement  or 
compact  with  another  State  or  with  a  foreign  pow- 
er, or  engage  in  war  uti/est  aehuUly  invaded^  er  in 
tWDh  immment  danger  at  will  not  admit  of  delay.^^ 

I  shall  not  inquire  whether  the  Grovernor  and 
Legislature  of  Maine  did  or  not  start  in  the  best 
possible  manner.  That  is  a  questum  pasud.  The 
wheel  of  time  has  rolled  over  it,  and,  in  the  pro- 
grcM  of  events,  we  have  reached  another  and  a  gra- 
ver issue.  Sir  John  Harvey  is  in  the  act  of  invading 
the  Slate  of  Maine,and  invading  it  under  pi  etensions 
which  neither  the  peace  nor  the  honor  of  the  United 
States  can  tamely  endure.  The  State  of*  Maine 
posse8^'es,  under  these  circumstances,  full  constitu- 
tional power  to  arm  in  her  own  defence,  and  to 
withstand  and  rtpel  hostile  invasion.  The  power 
is  expressly  given  to  her  by  the  Constitution;  and 
herein,  at  least,  the  law  is  not  silent  amid  the  din 
of  arms.  She  had  the  power;  and  she  has  judged, 
as  she  might  and  must,  whether  or  not  the  exigency 
had  arrived  for  the  exercise  of  the  power;  and, 
having  armed  herself,  has  invoked  the  aid  of  the 
Federal  (Government  in  defence  of  the  integrity 
of  her  own  soil  and  that  of  the  United  States. 

Of  the  part  which    it  now  becomes  the  duty  of 
-I*  Congress  to  perform,  I  shall  say    nothing  at  pre* 
sent,  because  I  do  not  wish  to  anticipate  or  pre- 
judge the  action  either  of  the  Committee  on  For- 
eign Affairs  or  of  the  House. 

Mr.  PICKENS  rose  and  said  he  desired  to  tres- 
pass for  as  short  a  time  as  poaiible  upon  the  atten- 
tion of  the  House.  Tbp  subject  under  their  con- 
sideration was  painfully  delicate  and  deeply  inte- 
resting. He  desired  to  say  nothing  that  would  pre- 
cipitate us,  directly  or  indirectly,  into  that  which 
all  wise  m^  would  like  to  avoid.  Mr.  P.  regret- 
ted that  gentlemen  had  thought  it  necessary  to  go 
into  the  details  of  the  past  history  of  this  contro- 
veriy;  he  would  rather  avoid  that  at  present.  He 
had  listened  with  profound  attention  to  what  bad 
fallen  from  the  venerable  gentleman  from  Massa- 
chusetts, [Mr.  Adams,]  and  he  entirely  agreed  with 
him  in  one  observation  particularly,  and  that  was, 
that  at  present  he  was  willing  to  "forget  the  past.** 
It  was  a  remark  full  of  wisdom  and  patriotism. 
He  also  desired  to  forbear  an  examination  or  cen- 
sure of  what  had  occurred  in  the  progress  of  this 
unpleasant  controversy.  Mr.  P.  would  prefer  to 
meet  the  present  state  of  the  question — to  stand 
upon  the  issues  now  made — and  act  under  the  cir- 
cumstances with  which  we  were  surrounded.  The 
gentleman  [Mr.  Adams]  had  observed  that  he  un- 
derstood the  message  of  the  President,  now'  before 
us,  made  a  proposition  to  leave  the  adjustment  of 
this  controversy  to  the  Governments  ef  Maine  and 
New  Brunswick,  &c.  In  this  Mr.  P.  thought 
the  gentleman   had  misunderstood    the   message. 

Mr.  P.  had  had  no  opportunity  of  judging  its 
contents,  except  by  the  hasty  reading  given  of  it ' 
by  the  Clerk  at  th^  desk;  and  he  had  conversed 
with  no  gentleman  as  to  its  substance;  but  he  un- 
derstood that  port  which  the  gentleman  referred  to 
hd  rather  advising  and  expressing  a  hope  that  both 
the  Governors  of  Maine  and  New  Brunswick 
might  pause,  and  that  those  who  had  been  captured 
on  both  sides  might  be  mutually  released,  and  that 
the  militia  ordered  out  might  be  peaceably  disband- 
ed. It  was  rather  an  expression  of  desire  that 
things  might  take  this  direction,  and  the  affair  be 
terminated,  than  leaving  it,  as  was  supposed,  to 
New  Brunswick  and  Maine  to  settle  and  adjust  it. 
This  was  Mr.  P's  understanding  of  that  part  of 
the  message. 

But  the  gentleman  [Mr.  Adams]  had  pronounced 

the  message  too  pacific  for  him.    Now,  the  pacific 

tendency  of  it  (if  it  were  so)  was  to  him  (Mr.  P.) 

its  highest  recommendation.    He  thought  it  was 

I  due  to  the  dignity  of  the  matters  involved  that  it 


should  be  pacific.  He  could  see  no  objection  to  iu 
pacific  character  at  present.  Mr.  P.  deprecated 
the  allusions  made  tp  the  probability  of  war;  we 
should  move  with  delicacy  on  that  point.  He  had 
listened  with  deep  pain  to  that  portion  of  the  re- 
marks of  the  gendeman  from  Maine.  [Mr^  Evans] 
which  intimaXed  that,  if  the  President  supposed 
that  peace  could  be  preserved,  lie  was  mistaken. 
The  gentleman  had  said  it  was  now  loo  late  for 
that,  for  the  coniiict  of  arms  had  already  taken 
place,  in  all  probability,  on  the  frontier.  He 
hoped  and  trusted  that  in  this  the  gentleman  was 
mistaken.    Others  had  made  similar  remarks. 

He  (Mr.  P.)  earnestly  desired  that  peace  might 
be  preserved;  he  had  no  doubt  it  could  be.  Imbe- 
C'liiy  and  indecision  now,  at  this  juncture,  would 
bring  war;  but  decision  and  firmness  would  pre- 
serve peace  and  our  honor  too.  As  to  the  contro- 
versy of  the  past,  Mr.  P.  would  desire  to  say  but 
little;  he  would,  however,  take  this  occas^ion  to  say 
that  he  uad  examined  it;  and,  as  te  the  qu^tion  of 
the  location  of  the  true  line,  under  the  treaty  ef 
1783,  there  was  not  a  jury  01  twelve  men,  even  in 
England,  who,  under  oath,  could  retttse  us  a  ver- 
dict upon  the  facts  of  the  case;  it  was  a  question 
too  clear  for  controversy.  And,  as  to  the  posses- 
sion of  the  particular  section  of  country  where  the 
conflict  had  taken  place,  it  had  for  thirty  years 
been  settled  by  our  citizens,  under  grants  from 
Massachusetts.  The  pretensions  of  exclusive  ju- 
risdiction set  up  by  Great  Britain  arose  from  the 
ground  that  she  considered  our  sovereignty  as  com- 
mencing only  from  the  Declaration  of  Indepen- 
dence or  the  treaty  of  peace;  and  that,  therefore,  in 
all  disputed  territory,  she  would  exercise  jurisdic- 
tion trom  the  claims  of  prior  sovereignty*  This  Mr. 
P.  considered  rather  a  fiction.  The  treaty  of  1783 
was  signed  by  independent  equals. 

He  would  here  say,  in  the  past  Maine  had  been 
wronged — deeply  wronged — by  whom  he  would 
not  now  say;  but  he  would  say  ^e  had  also 
wronged  herself. 

The  gentleman  from  Massachuf  etts  [Mr.  Cusn- 
iNo]  had  alluded  to  other  points  of  difficulty  be- 
tween us  and  Great  Britain,  and  to  one  in  which 
the  South  was  vitally  interested.  Yes;  Mr.  P.  said 
he  held  in  .his  hind  the  correspondence  recently 
published  between  the  British  cabinet, '  through 
Lord  Palmerston,  with  our  Minister  and  Govern- 
ment; it  related  to  the  vessels  that  had  been  driven 
by  storm  upon  the  coast  of  Bermuda,  with  slaves 
from  this  section  of  country,  destined  fbr  New 
Orleans,  and  which  had  been  seized  by  the  British 
authorities  and  liberated.  [Here  the  SPBAKxa  inti- 
mated that  it  was  not  in  order,  but  Mr.  P.  said  he 
did  not  intend  to  discuss  it.]  The  British  cabinet, 
in  this  conespondence,  had  taken  the  ground  dis- 
tinctly, and  so  communicated  it  to  our  Govern- 
ment, that  they  could  not,  under  any  circumstances, 
recognise  the  right  of  property  in  persons.  They 
had,  consequently,  in  the  case  of  one  of  the  ves- 
sels, (the  Enterprise,)  positively  refused  indemnity, 
because  it  happened  after  their  act  of  emancipation 
to  the  West  India  islands. 

Mr.  P.  had  perused  this  correspondence  with  the 
deepest  indignation.  That  Gh>vernment  had,  by  it, 
set  up  the  right  to  decide  for  ns  in  what  our  pro- 
perty should  consist.  It  struck  a  high-banded  blow 
at  our  independeuce.  But  he  would  forbear  tc  pur- 
sue the  subject,  and  only  say  that,  rather  than  sub- 
mit to  its  arrogant  assumptions,  he  would  prefer  to 
see  the  country,  from  the  Patapsco  to  the  Sabine, 
laid  low  iaoneimoMfif  ruin.  This  was  one  amongst 
the  many  points  at  issue  between  us  and  Great  Bri- 
tain to  which  the  gentleman  [Mr.  Ci75HiNa]  had 
alluded.  The  controversy  on  the  Northeastern 
boundary  bad  presented  a  tangible  issue  before  us, 
and,  he  thought,  the  more  decided  the  movements 
were,  the  better  for  the  peace  of  the  two  countries. 
He  thought  the  strong  military  movements  of 
Maine,  if  conducted  with  judgment,  would  tend  to 
prevent  conflict;  that  if  only  small  numbers  on  both 
sides,  and  equally  divided,  were  to  meet,  there 
would  be  greater  danger  of  conflict  of  arms.  He, 
therefore,  differed  from  the  gentleman  from  Massa- 
chusetts furthest  from  him  [Mr.  Lincoln]  in  his 
censure  upon  the  Governor  of  Maine  in  his  call  for 
a  strong  armed  force. 
[Mr.  LmooLN  said  that  Mr.  P.  bad  misonder- 
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stood  him;  that  he  referred  to  the  first  movement 
to  drire  off  trespassers,  and  merely  said  that  that 
was  a  military  movement] 

Mr.  P.  was  glad  to  understand  this  from  the  gen- 
tleman, and  what  he  intended  to  advance  was,  that 
the  most  decided  movements  at  this  janctnre  would 
he,  in  the  end,  the.  most  peaceable.  He  deprecated 
any  thing  that  niight  finally  tend  to  war  between 
us  and  Qreat  Britain;  he  hoped  there  wonld  be  no 
occasion  to  make  that  last  sad  appeal.  But  if  it  was 
to  be  forced  upon  us,  he  would  pledge  his  all  upon 
the  contest.  In  this  matter,  to  a  transient  observer, 
at  first  sight,'  Maine  might  seem  to  be  alone  inte- 
rested, but  we  are  all  bound  together  under  a  sa- 
cred compact,  we  belonged  to  a  common  confede- 
racy, and  had  a  common  country;  and  although  I 
represent  a  remote  section,  yet  the  cause  of  Maine 
was  our  cause.  And  if  war  must  come,  (which 
may  Qod  in  his  mercy  avert!)  although  it  would  be 
desolating  in  its  efiects  to  my  section  of  oounlry, 
vet  we  had  met  such  events  before.  Oar  treasure 
Wd  been  advanced,  and  our  blood  shed,  in  a  war 
for  those  who  were  remote  from  us;  we  could  do  it 
again,  notwithstanding  their  unkindness  to  us.  Not 
only  does  our  honor  call  in  the  present  case,  but  it 
is  so  ''nominated  in  the  bond,''  and  dreailful  as  its 
efiects  may  be  upon  my  country,  yet  you  shall  cut 
fh>m  me  the  "pound  of  fiesh,*'  although  it  should 
take  from  my  heart  the  last  "drop  of  blood."  The 
crisis  called  for  prudent,  wise,  firm  councils.  Mr. 
P.  regretted  that  some  gentlemen  seemed  to  speak 
as  if  war  was  certain.  He  did  not  think  so.  He 
judged  from  the  message  and  papers  now  before 
us  that  there  would  be  no  permanent  conflict.  He 
felt  assured  that  the  interests  of  the  two  countries 
were  deeply  identified  in  peace,  and  their  wisdom 
and  justice  would  preserve  it. 

But  if  we  were  to  he  dragged  into  a  war,  the 
world  should  know  that  we  would  go  into  it  aa  one 


Mr.  SERGEANT  said  he  had  but  a  very  few 
words  to  say.  The  gentleman  fVom  Maine  [Mr. 
Evans]  had  made  a  remark  he  (Mr.  S.)  did  not  as- 
sent to;  though,  in -other  res^pects,  that  gentleman 
had  shown  that  he  thoroughly  understood  this  sub- 
jest,  and  that  he  felt  it  as  deeply  as  he  understood 
it.  The  remark  (Mr.  8.  coniinned)  was  to  this  ef- 
fect: that  the  Executive  of  the  United  States  did 
not  seem  to  comprehend  the  exigency  of  the  occa- 
sion, nor  to  have  acted  up  to  it.  If  this  remark 
were  applied  to  the  past,  I  do  not  know  that  I  should 
differ  much  from  the  gentleman  from  Maine.  I  do 
believe,  nay,  I  am  fully  convinced  that,  for  some 
years  past,  the  various  exigencies  which  have 
arisen,  or  bieen  threatened,  in  relation  to  this  mat- 
ter, however  obvious,  have  not  been  looked  at  as 
carefully,  nor  acted  upon  as  energetically,  by  the 
Government  here  in  Washington,  as  they  ought  to 
have  been.  And  hence  it  has  happened  (as  any 
one  who  will  trace  the  history  of  this  controversy 
may  readil  7  perceive)  that,  for  ten  years  past,  the 
British  Government  and  its  officers  have,  unfor- 
tunately, been  allowed  to  take  up  errors  at  our  ex- 
pemse,  until  at  last  they  have  endeavored  to  per- 
suade themselves  of  one  great  and  ruinous  error, 
the  Immediate  cause  of  our  present  difficulty  and 
danger.  It  is  this:  that  there  has  been  an  under- 
standing, or  a  sort  of  agreement  or  compact,  of 
some  sorfor  other,  express  or  implied,  by  which, 
pending  the  controversy  in  relation  to  the  boundary 
line,  they  were  to  have  exclusive  jurisdiction  over 
the  disputed  territory.  To  that  error,  the  exigency 
of  the  present  occasion  ftoo  striking  and  serious  to 
escape  observation)  has  drawn  the  attention  of  the 
Executive,  and  he  has  corrected  it;  and,  with  it, 
he  has  corrected  the  Governor  of  New  Bruns- 
wick, and  taken  from  that  officer  the  whole  ground 
on  which  he  stcod.  For,  if  I  understand  him  cor- 
rectly, the  Governor  of  New  Brunswick  justifies 
himself  entirely  on -the  ground  that  there  is  an 
agreement  between  the  United  States  and  his  coun- 
try, by  which  the  latter  is  to  have  exclusive  juris- 
diction over  this  territory.  That,  then,  is  precisely 
and  distinctly  contradicted  in  the  message  of  ^e 
Prejiidenr;  and,  henceforward,  the  Government  of 
the  United  States  takes  the  ground  that  Maine  has 
taken,  namely,  that  no  such  jurisdiction  exists.  I 
believe  thoroughly  that  there  is  not,  and  has  not 
been,  any  oaoh  agreement  or  onderatuiding.    It  is 


impossible.  I  believe  it,  not  only  on  the  high 
authority  of  the  gentleman  from  Masfachusetts, 
[Mr.  Lincoln,]  but  on  authority  which  I  find  in 
our  own  history.  Eleven  years  ago  there  was  a 
correspondence  on  the  same  subject  between  the 
then  Secretary  of  State,  Mr.  Clay,  and  Sir  Charles 
Vaughan,  the.  British  Minister  here.  Looking  to 
that,  you  will  find  no  allusion,  even  to  such  an 
understanding;  but  the  minister  of  England  takes 
the  giound  of  their  right,  not  their  understanding; 
and  the  argument  is  to  (his  effect:  that,  before  the 
treaty  of  peace,  the  possession  and  sovereignty  of 
the  whole  were  in  the  Crown  of  Enjgland,  and 
that  they  so  remain  until  the  right  of  the  United 
States  is  established— that  is,  until  the  line  is  set- 
tled; for  I  cannot  otherwise  understand  the  argu- 
ment that  they. remain  there  until  we  establish  our 
legitimate  right  to  dispossess  them.  Bot  there  is 
the  root  of  all  this.  Sir  Charles  Vaughan  did  not 
pretend  to  any  understanding;  he  goes  upon  what 
he  asserts  to  be  the  right.  The  Government  of  the 
United  States,  to  this  day,  denies  the  right  of  juris- 
dictioiv>n  the  part  of  England;  and  Mr.  Clay,  in  his 
letter  written  in  the  year  1836,  protests  against  such 
a  claim.  Now,  after  this  protest  of  1828,  the  thing 
having  been  slept  ever  from  that  time  to  this, 
Great  Britain  has  wrought  up  this  alleged,  but  en- 
tirely unfounded,  claim  of  right,  growing  out  of 
her  alleged  jurisdiction  with  an  express  under- 
standing between  the  two  Governments.  I  cannot 
account  for  it  on  any  other  ground  than  this:  that 
there  has  been  of  late  a  seeming  acquiescence  on 
the  part  of  the  United  States,  or  rather  a  want  of 
decided  contradiction.  Bot  there  never  was  snch 
an  acquiescence  as  to  justify  the  claim  of  jurisdic- 
tion by  Great  Britain  on  the  ground  of  understand- 
ing. This  may  be  a  difficult,  and,  as  one  nrould 
suppose,  a  dangerous  question  in  the  form  in  which 
recent  incidents  present  it;  but  neither  of  these  con- 
siderations furnishes  any  reason  why  it  should  not 
be  carefully  examined  and  decided;  on  the  contrary, 
there  is  every  motive  for  decision.  Indecision, 
procrastination,  is  the  cause  of  this  frontier  con- 
flict, if  any  has  taken  place.  Indecision  on  the 
part  of  the  General  Government  is  the  cause  ef 
blood  being  shed,  if  an^  has  been  shed.  Now  I 
say  that  ihe  Grovemmeht  of  the  United  Slates  does 
at  length  comprehend  the  ptesent  emergency,  be- 
cause a  result  has  come,  as  every  man  who  watches 
the  course  of  things  carefully  cannot  fail  to  see,  in 
which  every  step  that  is  taken  may  precipitate  us 
into  a  condition  which  all  would  avoid,  if  with 
honor  it  can  be  avoided,  and  which,  if  it  does  come, 
as  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  [Mr.  Thomp- 
son] says,  comes  because  it  must  come.  No  man 
ever  invited  it.  War  is  always  a  calamity,  and  not 
to  be  sought. 

But  the  case,  such  as  it  is,  is  10  be  looked  in  the 
face  with  a  firm  but  prudent  regard.  The  honor 
of  the  nation  must  be  maintained.  The  peace  of 
the  nation  must  not  be  heedlessly  jeoparded.  Steps 
having  been  taken  on  the  part  of  the  Grovemment 
of  Maine,  and  of  the  local  Government  of  Great 
Britain,  we  ought  now  to  know  and  make  known 
what  the  United  States — the  nation — will  do.  We 
should  no  longer  be  le(\  in  doubt  whether  Maine,  is 
to  go  on  alone;  whether  she  is  to  be  left  to  take 
care  of  herself,  or  do  as  she  may  think  fit.  Unless 
the  Government  of  the  United  States  in  some  way 
make  known  what  it  deem%  to  be  its  rights,  and 
the  extent  to  which  it  will  go  in  support  of  them, 
you  will  have  a  war  there,  whether  you  desire  it 
or  not.  For  aught  we  know,  you  may  have  a  war 
there  at  this  very  moment.  But  if  the  United 
States,  looking  to  these  rights  as  national  rights, 
with  the  weight  of  her  authority  as  a  nation,  an- 
nounces her  determination,  then  at  once  a  new  char- 
acter is  given  to  the  controversy —4  character  of  so- 
lemnity, and  power  to  command  respect.  From  that 
moment,ihosewho  have  looked  lightly  upon  the  fact 
of  a  few  militia  being  sent  out  of  the  State  of  Maine 
into  this  territory,  will  regard  the  matter  in  a  diffe- 
rent aspect;  and  surely  no  Governor  of  New  Brons- 
wick,  in  snch  a  state  of*  things,  will  venture  to  say 
to  the  Goi^mment  of  the  United  States  what  the 
present  Governor  of  that  proviuoe  has  said  to  the 
Governor  of  Maine,  nor  to  hold  out  such  threats 
as  he  has  done.  Sir,  this  is  a  complicated  case.  I 
do  not  mean  to  enter  into  tiie  question  as  to  this 


land  being  claimed  by  cession  er  graot  IWt  ii 
a  pretext  of  Great  Britain.  It  Is  a  fallacy.  T^ 
was  no  grant  or  cession.  The  land  was  takes  bf 
conquest,  in  war,  as  in  other  cases  of  conqwit; 
and  the  treaty  of  peace  defined  the  boon, 
daries  and  fixed  the  limits,  as  in  all  otiier 
wars.  Within  those  limits,  we  acquind  by  o« 
own  strength,  and  n^t  by  grant  We  acqtund 
it  as  we  acquired  our  independence— by  the 
favor  of  Heaven  upon  our  arms  in  a  justcaass. 
itisonrs,  aa  our  independence  is.  QieatBritait 
says  she  has  a  right  to  the  possession  nntil  weeu 
show  a  better  one.  In  law,  the  possessioahasa^ 
ways  been  in  us.  There  was  no  actual  possettioB, 
and  in  that  case  the  possession  follows  the  right 

I  have  said  the  question  is  complicated.  We 
have  a  national  question  about  boundary,  botikii 
question  involves  in  it  the  question  of  territoiyof  v 
two  States  of  the  Union.  If  the  bonndaiy  isei> 
tablished  according  to  our  claim,  what  is  withia  it 
belongs  to  Massachusetts  and  Maine;  if  not,  their 
dimensions  will  be  proportionally  redaeed.  If,  I 
say,  oui  claim  is  correct,  the  soil  is  theirs;  tbe  jt- 
risdiction  is  theirs;  and  they  have  a  right  to  peatt- 
able  possession,  and  that,  too,  within  a  retsoBaUe 
time.  We  are  bound  to  aid  them  and  enfoow  ibdr 
just  rights,  by  settling  the  question  of  the  line,  ud 
to  restore  to  them  the  possession  and  enjoymeatof 
that  which  is  theirs.  How  long  are  they  to  wiitf 
We  must  not  trifle  with  their  rights  and  iaieraii 
The  national  que.<:tion,  fixing  the  United  Sialei 
boundary,  might  admit  of  delay.  It  is  for  wO' 
selves  atone.  But  the  rights  and  interests  of  U» 
sachuseits  and  Maine  impose  upon  us  a  da^we 
must  not  neglect.  If  we  do,  I  will  not  say  tbey 
may  not  take  care  of  themselves  in  sach  way  is 
they  best  can. 

But»  sir,  another  serious  consideration  arises  ia 
connection  with  this  latter  point  It  is  this:  tint 
just  exactly  as  the  decision  of  the  question  is  pro- 
crastinated, new  pretensions  are  set  up,  every  Ate 
of  which  you  have  to  unravel.  I  hope  the  lait  of 
them  is  now  disposed  of;  and  that  the  message  of 
the  President,  and  the  declaration  of  Congress,  viil 
place  the  question  in  sb<^  a  position  as  to  conviott 
the  people  of  the  United  States,  as  well  as  the  Qe- 
veroment  of  Great  Britain,  that  it  must  be  brought 
to  a  speedy  settlement;  and  I  do  hope,  wfaatenc 
else  may  happen,  that  the  admonition  faraisM 
by  the  present  collision  will  have  a  proper  effixtoa 
the  two  Governments;  and  if  both  duly  appreesite 
and  take  it  to  heart,  as  a  matter  which  serisadf 
touches  the  peace  and  welfare  of  both,  in  a  ligU 
spirit,  I  have  no  fear  that  any  thing  has  yet  oectf- 
red  to  prevent  a  just  and  amicable  seulement 

But  it  is  most  evident  that  the  mainageineot  of 
this  controversy,  involving  the  peace  and  honor  of 
the  nation,  ought  not  to  be  suffered  to  fall  iilo 
hands  of  less  authority  and  strength  than  tbont  of 
the  nation.  The  nation  must  furnish  thecoaasds, 
and  the  nation  must  famish  the  force.  We  mist 
decide  the  momentous  questions  of  peace  and  wtfi 
and  the  Executive  is  bound  to  take  care  that  iky 
be  not  committed  to  others.  Above  all,  they  matt 
not  be  left  to  chance;  to  casual  collision  of  u«sp» 
sers,  or  to  local  or  subordinate  authorities,  to  ii- 
volve  ns  in  war,  by  bringing  about  a  state  of  ifai^p 
which  may  leave  us  no  choice.  The  Govecamttt 
of  the  United  States  must  do  its  daty—promp^^ 
fully  and  effecttuOly;  or  leave  to  the  State  of  Maim 
the  benefit  (if  snch  it  be)  of  the  argument,  that  Ai 
must  take  care  of  her  own  interests  ta  her  oM 
way. 

The  Committee  of  Foreign  Affairs  will  Bowhui 
chaiige  of  this  grave  subject  It  will  be  for  (hem 
looking  at  it  in  all  iu  bearings,  to  indicaieAi 
course  which,  in  their  opinion,  is  due  to  theonir 
sion.  This  Government  must  be  placed  ia  fhrnL 
It  must  be  the  party.  Its  whole  anthority  and  po*ff 
must  be  put  forward  to  cabn  irritation,  to  alhl 
tumult,  to  give  pause  for  reflection,  and  afFonitf* 
sorance  that  justioa  will  be  done,  cost  what  it  wtf 
cost  In  this  way  I  have  no  doubt  peace  may  ^ 
preserved,  and  our  rights  secured. 

Mr.  EVERETT  said  he  had  desired  CbeMHip  . 
should  have  been  committed  without  debate,  fifdil  : 
may  have  transpired  which  woald  present  a 
aspect  to  the  question.    Before  this  hoar  a  ' 
haus  nnqnestiottably  taken  place— ather  a  coiAS 
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or  the  parties  have  takeo  positions  in  which  none 
v«s  to  be  expected.  If  a  batUe  has  been  fought,  a 
stale  of  war  exists.  If  the  parties  have  withdrawn 
their  forces  from  the  disputed  territory,  the  imme- 
diate dispnte  is  at  an  end.  In  this  state  of  nacer- 
tainty  he  thought  all  debate  premature,  and  worse 
than  Qsehss.  It  tended  to  produce  a  premature 
tzcitement.  And  who.could  answer  for  the  effects 
of  the  excitftment  that  might  originate  here  on  the 
eountry,  in  connection  with  other  causes  of  ex- 
fiitementT  Look  at  your  whole  Northern  frontier, 
in  connection  with  the  Canada  question.  The 
gentleman  from  South  Carolina  [Mr.  Pickxns]  has 
alluded  to  a  subject  of  deep  interest  to  the  South. 
Who,  I  repeat,  can  answer  for  the  effect  of  the 
excitement  that  may  be  produced  by  a  premature 
debate  in  this  House?  The  magnitude  of  the 
subject  overrides  all  party  considerations.  It  is 
a  question  of  peace  or  war  with  one  of  the  most 
powerful  nations.  Who  can  estimate  its  duration 
or  its  coitfequencesi  It  should  be  well  censi- 
dered.  A  day  or  two  will  put  us  in  possession 
of  all  the  facts;  and  he  had  hoped  that  until  then 
ailde^te  w6uld  have  been  suspended.  On  this 
oecaaion  he  had  not  expected  an  exciting  debate 
from  members  of  the  States  immediately  interest- 
ed. They  now  ask  the  aid  of  the  United  States,  to 
whose  nnimpassioned  jnd^ent  he  had  hoped  they 
would  have  submitted  their  claims.  Least  of  all 
had  be  expected  to  have  heard  opiotens  in  advance 
from  a  gentleman  who  was  not  onfy  interested  in 
the  question,  but  also  a  member  of  the  Committee 
on  Foreign  Relations.  He  must  say  to  that  gen- 
tleman that,  in  his  opinion,  he  had  disqualified 
himself  from  acting  on  the  committee  on  this  qaes- 
tion;  and  he  exprcsed  a  hope  that  he  would,  on 
Uiis  occasion,  withdraw  from  it.  For  one,  he  should 
be  unwilling  to  take  his  opinions  as  a  safe  direc- 
tion for  the  action  of  this  House. 

Mr  CusHiNo  rose  for  explanation.  The  gentle- 
man from  Vermont  was  proceeding  in  a  pretty  ca- 
valier way  to  disqualify  and  disfranchise  him  (Mr- 
C.)  from  acting  on  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Af- 
fairs, because  of  what  he  had  said  on  the  pending 
question.  He  desired  him  to  put  his  finger  on  the 
part  of  his  remarks  open  to  any  such  exception. 
It  was  news  to  him  that  a  member  from  any  State 
was  not  to  speak  on  a  subject  which  particularly 
eonoemed  the  interests  or  honor  of  his  State;  or 
that  a  member  of  a  committee  was  precluded  from 
discussing  the  class  of  topics  appertaining  to  such 
committee.  Just  the  contrary.  Did  the  gentleman 
from  Vermont  abstain  from  speaking  in  regard  to 
Indian  affairs,  when  before  the  House? 

Mr.  EvsRETT  (interr opting  Mr.  C.)  continued. 
I  gave  way  to  penbit  the  gentleman  to  put  a  ques- 
tioD,  not  to  interpose  a  speech.  I  will  answer  his 
qo«stion.  I  shall  not  put  my  finger  on  any  part  of 
its  speech;  I  put  my  hand  on  his  whole  speech. 

I  repeat,  sir,  I  deprecate  any  premature  excite- 
BKnt  here  or  in  the  conntiy.  A  debate  has  been 
entertained;  a  debate  tending  to  produce  deep  ex- 
citement, under  which  the  subject  was  about  to  be 
eommitted  to  the  Committee  on  Foieign  ReUtions; 
whose  report,  as  well  from  .the  individual  character 
of  its  members  as  from  their  official  stations,  would 
bave  a  commanding  influence  over  the  action  of  this 
House,  and  over  the  opinions  of  this  country.  If 
any  thing  I  can  say  will  be  heeded  by  the  commit- 
tee, I  woald  present  to  them  some  considerations 
on  which  I  desire  they  may  report.  I  am  aware 
flow  unpopular  and  unpatriotic  it  may  seem  to 
some  to  attempt  to  arrest  the  excited  feelings  of  the 
Bouse;  but  my  only  desire  is  that  we  deliberate 
before  we  act.  .1  do  not  intend  to  give  my  opinions 
in  Advance,  but  to  present  to  the  committee  some 
snkjects  for  consideration. 

I  would  call  their  attention  to  the  controversy. 
"Virbat  is  iti  I  do  not  understand  from  the  message 
that  it  involves  the  ultimate  right  of  Maine  to  the 
cfisputed  territory.  Her  right,  in  the  opinion  of 
til  is  House,  is  unquestionable.  This  House  has  so 
xv-eolved.  Yet,  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain,  the 
right  is  not  conoeded.  Ii  remains  a  subject  of  con- 
f.  That  controvtisy  is  not  the  one|now  at 
I  regret,  sir,  that  it  is  not  the  issue;  that 
ought  to  have  been  made  long  ago,  and  de- 
eiided.  I  ask  the  attention  of  the  committee  to  the 
Is  it  not  this?  That  British  subjects, 


without  the  license  of  either  Government,  are 
committing  trespasses— cutting  timber— on  the  dis- 
putable territoiy?  Maine  contends  for  the  right, 
in  common,  to  dri^e  them  off.  Great  Britain  con- 
tends for  the  exclusive  right  to  remove  them.  Is 
not  this  the  direct  question  in  issae?  And  does  it 
involve  any  farther  question  than  this,  who  has 
the  possession  of  the  disputed  territory  until  the 
question  of  right  between  the  United  States  and 
Great  Britain  is  settled— Great  Britain  claiming  the 
exclusive  right,  and  Maine  claiming  a  right  in 
common?  Does  it  not,  then,  come  back  to  the  is- 
sue, who  shall  drive  off  the  trespassers!?  I  again 
express  my  regret  that  a  question  should  have  ari- 
sen on  a  point  so  collateral  to  the  great  subject  of 
dispute. 

The  next  consideration  that  I  would  suggest  is  as 
to  the  right  of  Maine  to  compromit  the  United 
States  to  war.  Here  I  desire  to  be  understood, 
that  if  a  foreign  nation  should  invade  the  undispu- 
ted territory  of  a  State,  such  State  may  instantly 
expel  the  invader,  and  that  it  would  be  the  duty  of 
the  United  States  to  furnish  instant  aid,  if  required. 
But  in  the  present  case,  however  dear,  in  our  opin- 
ion, may  be  the  right  of  Maine  to  the  territory,  yet 
as  between  the  United  States  and  Great  Britain  the 
question  of  right  is  unsettled.  It  is  a  question  of 
boundary,  depending  on  a  treaty;  a  question  yet  in 
controversy.  Setting  aside  all  pretence  of  any 
agreement  as  to  the  possession,  (which  I  may  no- 
tice hereafter,}  is  not  this  the  situation  of  the  ques- 
tion, as  between  the  UnitSd  States  and  Great  Bri- 
tain? Is  not  the  tight  of  possession,  as  well  as  the 
right  of  soil,  yet  in  dispute?  And  between  what 
parties  is  the  controversy?  .  Is  it  not  between  the 
parties  to  the  treaty  under  which  the  controversy 
arises — a  controversy  as  to  the  boundary  between 
the  two  nations? 

Mr.  Howard  rose  to  make  an  inquiry.  The 
gentleman  from  Vermont  [Mr.  Evsrett]  had  al- 
luded to  the  claim  set  up'  by  Sir  John  Harvey  of 
exclusive  jarisdiction  over  this  territory.  The  sug- 
gestion which  the  gentleman  had  made,  whether 
mis  must  not  be  considered  as  an  affair  altogether 
belonging  to  the  Government  of  the  United  States, 
was  one  well  worthy  of  consideration.  But  the  in- 
quiry which  Mr.  H.  wished  to  put  to  the  gentleman 
from  Vermont  was  this — Whether  the  claim  on  the 
part  of  Sir  John  Harvey  i^  exclusive  jurisdiction 
was  not  to  the  exclusiou  of  the  authorities  of  the 
United  States  as  well  as  of  the  authorities  of 
Maine? 

Mr.  Everett.  Certainly;  the  British  claim  the 
right  to  exclusive  possession — and  this  gives  it  a 
stronger  claim  to  be  considered  a  national  question. 
Is  it  then  competent  for  the  State  of  Maine  to  be- 
come a  direct  partv  in  the  controversy?  Is  it  not,  in 
every  part  of  it,  a^ntroversy  exelusively  between 
the  United  States  and  Great  Britain?  Has  Maine 
any  more  fight  to  interpose  on  a  question  of  the 
right  of  possession  than  of  the  right  of  soil?  I  had 
occasion  at  the  last  session  to  refer  to  this  subject, 
in  the  debate  on  the  Cherokee  treaty.  The  Execu- 
tive then  advanced  the  doctrine  that  a  State  could 
interfere  with  the  execution  of  a  treaty.  I  then 
suggested  this  case  as  one  to  which  the  doctrine 
would  apply,  and  to  its  consequences. 

I  am  aware,  sir,  that  these  suggestions  call  on 
the  committee  to  question  the  leading  principle  of 
the  message.  As  I  understand  it,  from  the  reading 
at  the  table,  it  fully  sanctions  the  rights  of  Maine  to 
interpose  in  the  controversy.  If  this  be  correct,  I 
again  express  my  regret  that  Maine  had  not  chosen 
to  make  the  grand  point  of  the  controversy;  that, 
instead  of  sending  an  armed  force  to  drive  off  tres- 
passers, she  had  not  taken  possession  of  the  whole 
territory,  to  which  we  have  resolved  she  has  an 
undoubted  right. 

There  is  another  subject  I  would  recommend  to 
the  consideration  of  the  committee.  I  take  it  for 
granted  th^t,  in  point  of  fact,  there  never  was  any 
agreement  by  which  the  exclusive  possession  of  the 
disputed  territory,  until  the  right  was  settled,  was 
conceded  to  Great  Britain.  I  understand  from  the 
message  there  is  no  trace  of  such  an  agreement  in 
the  diplomatic  records  of  the  Department;  and  no 
one  will  regard  any  verbal  arrangements,  should 
such  be  alleged  to  have  been  made.  Taking  this, 
then,  for  granted,  I  ask  the  committee  to  ascertain 


what  have  been  the  acts  of  the  parties:  whether 
Great  Britain  has  claimed  any  such  agreement,  and 
whether  we  have  admitted  it,  or  acquiesced  in  the 
claim;  and  if  it  should  appear  that  Great  Britain 
has  claimed  it,  and  complained  of  its  infraction, 
and  we  have  acquiesced,  or  even  apologized,  how 
far  thi&  may  be  authority  for  the  present  claim  of 
exelusive  jurisdiction,  or  at  least  for  the  Governor 
of  New  Brunswick  to  make  the  claim.  Whether 
we  have  not,  by  our  own  acts,  conceded  to  Great 
Britain  what  she  had  no  ri^ht  to  demand,  by  ex- 
press agreement 

1p  have  one  article  more  to  recommend  to  the  con- 
sideration of  the  commiite. 

I  find  from  the  message  that  the  Governor  of 
New  Brunswick  bases  his  right  to  resist  the  force 
of  Maine  on  the  alleged  agreement  of  our  Govern-* 
ment  to  their  exclusive  possession  of  the  country 
ad  interim.  He  makes  this  point  in  his  despatch  to 
the  British  Minister  here.  The  British  Minister  in- 
sists en  this  claim;  our  Government  denies  it,  and 
calls  for  the  proof.  The  issue  is  then  made  •n  nJ$ 
agreement.  The  British  Minister  refers  to  his  Go- 
vernment; in  substance,  }^e  says  he  has  not  the  evi- 
dence, bni  has  sent  home  for  it.  «A11,  then,  is  made 
to  depend  on  the  production  of  the  proof— of  the 
evidence  of  the  agreement.  I  ask  the  committee  to 
consider  whether,  at  this  point,  we  had  not  a  right 
to  claim  that  the  controversy  on  the  part  of  Great 
Britain  should  have  been  suspended  until  the  evi- 
dence was  produced !  Ought  the  correspondence  to 
have  ceased  at  the  point  it  did?  Ought  not  the  Ex- 
ecutive to  have  replied  to  the  last  letter  of  Mr.  Fox, 
by  a  demand  of  a  withdrawal  of  the  British  troops 
until  the  evidence  was  produced?  How  could  he 
have  resisted  the  demand?  He  had  the  power  to 
give  the  order.  He  represents  the  British  Govern- 
ment in  all  its  relations  with  the  United  States.  The 
Issue  is  made  by  him.  If  there  was  no  agreement, 
all  pretence  of  justification  is  at  an  end.  We  ac- 
cepted the  issue;  if  there  was  such  an  agteemeni, 
he  is  right,  and  we  are  wrong.  We  demand  the 
evidence,  and  on  our  demand  he  was  bound  to  stay 
all  proceedings  until  the  evidence  was  produced.  I 
ask  the  consideration  of  the  committee  particularly 
to  this  question:  why  was  not  this  demand  made? 

I  have  submitted  these  considerations,  not  only 
for  the  reflection  of  the  committee,  but  for  the 
country.  On  a  question  so  important,  on  which 
there  is  so  little  time  to  deliberate,  when  we  may 
be  so  soon  called  to  act,  I  have  thought  it  proper  to 
present  such  considerations  as  seemed  to  me  pro- 
per to  aid  us  in  arriving  at  a  just  conclusion.  I 
said,  in  the  commencement,  that  I  should  offer 
suggestions,  not  opinions.  I,  for  one,  shall  endea- 
vor to  profit  by  every  suggestion  or  argument  from 
any  quarter;  and  trust  that  we  shall  arrive  at  such 
conclusions  as  the  honor  and  best  interests  of  the 
coantry  require.    ' 


REMARKS  OF  MR,  BENTON, 
Of  Missouri, 
In  SenaU,  JUanday^  February  18,  1839— On  the  bill 
for  the  armed  occupation  and  settlement  of  Flo- 
rida, in  reply  to  Mr.  Clat. 
Mr.  BENTON  said  the  objection  made  by  the 
Senator  from  Kentucky  [Mr.  Clat]  to  the  efficiency 
of  the  plan  proposed  by  the  bill  wa.^  matter  of  opi- 
nion, and  could  very  properly  be  met  by  other  opi- 
nions. The  Senator  thinks  the  proposed  plan  will 
be  inefficient;  that  it  will  not  accomplish  the  object. 
This  is  his  opinion.  Precisely  contrary  to  that  is 
ihe  opinion  of  General  Jesup,  Governor  Call, 
General  Hernandez,  the  Surgeon  General,  (Doctor 
Lawson,)  Gkneral  Gadsden,  and  many  others  who 
have  been  engaged  in  the  Florida  war.  By  all  these 
officers  the  bill  is  believed  to  present  not  only  an 
efficient,  but  almost  the  only  effectual  mode  of  get- 
ting the  Indians  out  of  Florida,  and  recovering  the 
possession  of  41,000  square  miles  of  our  territory. 
This  is  the  opinion  of  officers  of  experience — offi- 
cers who  have  been  engaged  in  the  arduous  service 
of  expelling  these  Indians.  It  is  their  unanimous 
opinion;  and  I  content  myself  with  opposing  this 
unanimous  opinion  of  experienced  officers  to  the 
solitary  opinion  of  Senators  on  this  floor  who  have 
never  been  nearer  to  Florida  than  they  now  are. 
The  jSenator  from  Kentucky  objects  to  the  grant 
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of  land  to  the  settlers,  but  does  not  propose  to  sub- 
stitute any  thing  for  it.  The  land  is  the  pay  to 
the  settlers  for  occupying,  cultivating,  and  defend- 
ing the  country.  If  the  land  is  denied  them  Ihey 
get  nothing,  and  it  is  not  to  be  expected  that  men 
will  go  into  such  a  service  for  nothing.  Pay  in 
money  is  out  of  the  question.  If  the  bill  had  pro- 
posed it,  we  should  have  had  almost  a  panic  at 
the  thoughts  of  a  new  army  of  10,000  men.  The 
bill  sedulously  avoids  the  idea  of  an  army.  It  pro> 
poses  cultivators,  and  gives  them  the  appropriate 
compensation  due  to  cultivators.  It  proposes  land, 
and  if  that  is  refused  the  bill  is  destroyed. 

The  Senator  from  Kentucky  further  objects  to 
the  grants  ef  land  to  the  settlers,  upon  the  ground 
that  they  will  waste  and  squander  it — will  sell  their 
claims  for  a  trifle— and  will  derive  no  benefit  fVom 
them;  and  he  Instances  the  case  of  the  soldiers  of 
the  late  war  who  sold  their  claims  for  twenty  or 
thirty  dollars  each.  Granted  that  such  was  the  fate 
of  the  soldiers'  bounty  land,  and  granted  tha)  such 
liDuld  be  its  fate  again,  under  a  similar  grant,  to 
regular  soldiers,  and  yet  nothing  could  be  more  ab- 
surd than  to  infei  the  same  of  ihese  settlers.  In  the 
first  place,  the  Florida  setffers  are  to  be — net  sol- 
diers—but cuUivatdrt;  (he  land  they  are  to  receive 
is  not  a  bounty  for  enlistment,  but  the  pay  which 
they  are  to  receive  at  the  end  of  their  service.  It  is 
the  object  for  which  they  labor,  and  the  reward 
which  is  to  compensate  them  for  their  toil  and  risk. 
They  go  to  the  country  to  get  it.  They  stay  there 
until  they  get  it.  They  choose  it  themselves;  and, 
when  they  choose,  it,  it  is  to  live  upon  it.  How  dif- 
ferent wa3  the  case  of  the  soldiers  from  all  this. 
They  had  no  choice  of  their  land;  it  was 
distributed  to  them  by  lot;  and  tens  of 
thousands  of  the  grants  were  not  worth  a 
cent;  the  soldiers  were  at  an  immense  dis- 
tance from  the  land — a  thousand  miles  or  more 
from  il~r-they  knew  nothing  about  it — in  many  in- 
stances were  not  able  to  get  to  it — they  were  beset 
by  temptations  and  discouragements — and  gave  up 
for  a  trifle  what  they  knew  nothing  about.  A  most 
defective  law  permitted  evasions,  and  the  sales, 
though  nominally  declared  void  before  the  patent 
issued,  were  easily  made  to  assume  a  valid  iorm. 
All  this  is  different  in  this  bill.  These  settlers  will 
not  be,  like  disbanded  soldiers,  scattered  through 
the  towns  and  cities,  a  prey  to  speculators,  but 
they  will  be  at  their  stations  in  Florida — in  their 
blockhouses  among  Indians — where  no  speculator 
will  ever  come.  Instead  of  a  lottery  drawn  by  a 
boy  to  distribute  unknown  lands  among  them, 
every  settler,  if  alive,  must  make  his  own  choice, 
and  if  dead,  his  heir  at  law,  and  not  a  purchaser, 
must  make  it  for  him.  The  entry  cannot  be  made 
by  a  purchaser,  assignee,  attorney,  or  any  body 
whatever,  but  the  settler,  if  alive,  and  if  dead,  by 
his  heir  at  law.  After  the  entry  is  made,  there  can 
be  no  alienation  of  the  land,  even  by  judicial  sale, 
until  twelve  months  after  a  patent  issues;  and  if  at- 
tempted to  be  alienated  a  ready,  perfect,  cheap, 
easy,  and  certain  method  is  provided  for  iii- 
validating  such  alienations,  in  this  respect, 
the  bill  before  the  Senate  differs  from 
all  that  have  preceded  it.  So  that  there  is  not  the 
loast  danger  that  these  settlers  will  squander  their 
lands.  They  are  not  soliliersbut  tillers  of  the  earth, 
and,  therefore,  will  hold  on  to  their  share  of  the 
earth.  They  do  not  take  their  land  by  lot,  but  by 
choice,  and,  therefore,  they  know  what  they  get. 
They  ar»  not  a  thousand  miles  off,  but  at  the  spot, 
and  ready  to  enter  on  their  land.  They  must 
make  the  entry,  or  the  land  cannot  be  had.  They 
cannot  alienate  fox  a  year  after  the  patent  issues, 
when  they  will  know  the  full  value  of  their  proper- 
ty. For  all  these  reasons,  the  objection  of  the 
Senator  from  Kentucky  can  have  no  application  to 
these  seitlers,  howsoever  just  it  might  be  in  rela- 
tion to  regular  soldiers. 

Mr.  B.  then  read  the  sections  of  the  bill  which 
related  to  the  grant  of  land  to  the  settlers,  to  cor- 
roborate the  statements  which  he  had  made,  and 
called  npon  the  Senate  to  mark  the  effectual  manner 
.  in  which  they  secured  his  rights.  The  following 
were  the  sections  read: 

*<  Sec.  2.  And  he  U  M^»^  enaeied,  That,  at  the 
jKtum  of  peace  and  removal  of  the  Indians,  each 
setUer  who  shall  have  complied  with  these  condi- 


tions, or  his  widow,  and  heirs  at  law,  in  the  event 
of  his  death,  shall  be  entitled  to  a  bounty  of  three 
hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  land,  to  be  selected 
from  any  of  the  public  lands  in  the  district  in  which 
he  settled,  in  the  peninsula  of  Florida,  or  east  of  the 
Suwanne  river,  or  adjacent  keys  and  islands;  the 
said  selection  to  be  made  by  the  settler  according 
to  priority  of  settlement,  so  that  first  settlers  shall 
have  first  choices;  but  when  two  or  more  settlers,  in 
the  same  district,  shall  have  settled  on  the  same 
day,  priority  of  choice  between  them  shall  bs  de- 
cideid  by  lot. 

"  Sec.  4.  Jind  he  UjwUur  enaeitd,  That,  as  soon 
as  the  surveys  can  be  safely  commenced,  all  the 
public  lands  east  of  the  Suwanne,  and  ai»i  in  the 
peninsula  of  Florida  and  in  the  neighboring  keys 
and  islands,  fit  for  cultivation,  shall  be  surveyed; 
and  land  ofiices  shall  be  opened  for  receiving,  in 
addition  to  their  other  duties,  the  entries  of  the  set- 
tlers who  can  prove  a  compliance  with  the  condi- 
tions mentioned  in  this  act;  and,  to«aid  such  proof, 
copies  of  the  book  containing  the  names  of  the  set- 
tlers shall  be  deposited  in  such  ofiices. 

"Sec.  5.  Jind  he  it  further  enacted.  That  one  land 
office  shall  be  opened  in  the  district  of  country 
north  of  the  latitude  of  the  mouth  of  the  Withla- 
coochee;  anoihei;  in  the  district  south  ol  that  line 
and  north  of  a  line  drawn  across  the  peninsula 
from  the  southern  extremity  of  Tampa  Bay;  and  a 
third  in  the  district  south  of  that  line  and  including 
the  remainder  of  the  peninsula;  and  the  settlers 
within  these  respective  dietricts  shall  each  be  con- 
fined to  his  own  district  in  selecting  and  entering 
his  bounty  land. 

"Seo.  6.  And  he  it  further  enaeUd,  That  the  bounty 
lands  hereby  granted  shall  he  free  of  taxes,  and  un- 
alienable, even  by  judicial  sale,  until  the  patent  is- 
sues, and  also  for  one  year  thereafter;  the  said  pa- 
tent shall  issue  to  the  original  settler  if  alive,  and  if 
dead,  it  shall  then  issue  to  his  heirs  at  law  and  wi- 
dow, if  he  has  left  a  widow,  to  be  held  and  divided 
by  them  according  to  the  laws  of  Florida;  and  every 
alienation  of  any  such  bounty  land,  even  by  judi- 
cial process,  made  before  the  issuance  of  the  pa- 
tent, or  within  Aie  year  thereafter,  shall  be  null 
and  void;  and  the  intrusive  possessor,  by  virtue  of 
any  pretended  sale,  lease,  devise,  gift,  or  transfer, 
contrary  to  this  act,  may  be  turned  out  of  po^es- 
sion  at  any  time  by  an  action  of  ejectment  in  .the 
name  of  the  original  settler  or  of  his  widow  and 
heirs  at  law,  or  any  one  or  more  of  them,  or  in  the 
name  of  any  subsequent  purchaser,  after  the  said 
land  becomes  legally  alienable;  and  full  damages 
shall  be  recovered  in  the  same  suit  against  the  in- 
trusive possessor  as  a  trespasser  and  disseizor.*' 

Having  read  these  sections  of  the  bill,  Mr.  B. 
appealed  to  the  Senate  to  say  if  the  objection  of  the 
Senator  from  Kentucky  was  no^ntirely  inapplica- 
ble. The  case  was  wholly  diflerent  from  that  of 
soldiers  of  the  r^lar  army.  What  happened  to. 
these  soldiers,  cannot  happen  to  the  settlers  under 
the  bill.  They  would  not  sell  their  lands  for  a  trifle, 
if  they  cculd;  and  they  could  not,  if  they  would. 
The  widow  and  the  heirs  at  law,  or  the  settler  him- 
self, or  any  subsequent  purchaser,  after  the  land 
was  alienable,  can  easily  set  aside  the  sale;  and 
that  without  limitation  of  time,  and  recover  in  (he 
same  suit,  all  the  intermediate  rents  and  profits. 
If  the  soldiers*  bounty  lands  of  the  laCe  war  had 
been  placed  under  the  same  guards,  and  they  had 
been  required  to  go  and  make  their  own  selections 
and  their  own  entries,  they  would  never  have  been 
squandered  away  for  a  few  dollars  in  hand. 


REMARKS  OF  MR.  CALHOUN, 

Of  South  CAROLroA, 
In  Senate,  Fehrwiry  S2,   I839~.On  the  bill  to  pre- 
vent the  interference  of  certain  Federal  officers 
with  elections. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  said:  I  belong,  Mr.  President, 
to  thai  political  school  which  regards  with  a  jealous 
eye  the  patronage  of  this  Qovernment,  and  believes 
that  the  less  its  patronage  the  better,  consistently 
with  the  objects  for  which  the  Qovernment  was  in- 
stituted. Thus  thinking,  I  have  made  no  political 
move  of  any  importance,  for  the  last  twelve  or  thir- 
teen years,  which  had  not  for  its  object,  directly  or 
indirectly,  the  reduction  of  patronage.    Bat,  not- 


withstanding this,  I  cannot  bring  my  mind  to  sgn. 
port  this  bill,  decidedly  as  I  approve  of  its  objea 
Among  other  difiiculties,  there  ia  a  coastiuitioiul 
objection,  which  I  cannot  surmoant,  and  whicb  I 
shall,  without  further  remarli^  proceed  lo  state  ud 
consider. 

This  bill  proposes  to  inflict  the  peaal^  of  di». 
inission  on  a  large  class  of  the  officers  of  this  Q». 
vernment,  who  shall  electioneer,  or  attempt  to  oob- 
trol  or  influence  the  election  of  public  fuactiouuiet 
either  of  the  General  of  State  Goverame&ts,  vitk- 
out  distinguishing  between  their  official  aod  iadi?i* 
dual  character,  as  citizens;  and  the  question  ia,)uis 
Congre&iS  the  constitutional  right  to  pass  soeh  a 
law?  That,  again,  involves  a  prior  and  still  more 
general  question:  has  this  Government  the  aaihoiitj 
to  interfere  with  the  electoral  rights  of  the  cittzens 
of  the  States? 

In  considering  this  general  question,  I  shtll  is* 
sume,  in  the  first  place,  what  none  will  deny,  that 
it  belongs  to  the  States  separately  to  determine  who 
shall,  and  who  shall  not,  exercise  the  right  of  !iQf« 
frage;  and,  in  the  second,  that  it  belongs  to  them,  k 
like  manner,  to  regulate  that  right;  that  is,  to  pus 
all  laws  that  may  be  necessary  to  secure  its  free 
exercise  on  the  one  hand,  and  to  prevent  iu  abnse 
on  the  other.  I  next  advance  the  propositioii, 
which  )io  one,  in  the  least  conversant  with  oni  ii- 
stitution^,  or  familiar  with  the  ConstijUition,  vill 
venture  to  question,  that  as  far  at  etftzmt  m  en- 
eemed,  this  right  heUmgi  aofely  to  the  States,  ti  Ac 
entire  exckmon  of  the  General  Gooemmentf  vhielt 
can  in  no  wise  touch  or  interfere  with  it,  tHiboat 
transcending  the  limits  of  the  Constitution,  T^ 
far  there  can  be  no  difiference  of  opinion. 

But  a  citizen  may  be  also  an  officer  of  this  Go- 
vernment, which  brings  up  the  question,  has  it  the 
right  to  make  it  penal  for  him  to  use  his  official 
power  to  control  or  influence  elections?   Caad, 
for  instance,  make  it  penal  in  a  collector,  or  other 
officer,  who  holds  a  bond,  in  his  official  charaeier, 
on  a  citizen,  to  threaten  to  enforce  it,  if  he  should 
refuse  to  vote  for  his  favorite  candidate?    1  regaid 
this  proposition  as  not  less  clear  than  the  precedug. 
Whenever  the  Government  invests  an  iadividaal 
with  power,  which  may  be  nsed  to  the  injoiy  o( 
others,  or  the  public,  it  is  manifest  that  it  not  oolf 
Bas  the  right,  but  that  it  is  in  duty  bound  to  pR- 
veot  its  abuse,  as  far  as  practicable.    Bat  it  mat 
be  borne  in  mind  that  a  citizen  does  not  ceaseto 
be  one  in  becoming  a  Federal  officer.    ThisGlo- 
vernment  must,  accordingly,  take  special  care,  k 
subjecting  him  to  penalties   for  the  abase  of  bs 
official  powers,  that  it  does  not  interfere  iaw 
wise  with  his  private  rights  as  a  citizen,  and  whia 
are,  as  has  been  stated,  under  th^  exciusivft  coattvi 
of  the  States.    But  no  such  ^^re  is  takeneidierA 
this  bill  or  the  substitute  proposed  by  its  anflior. 
Neither  make  any  distinction  whatever  bciveea 
the  qfficial  and  private  acts  of  the  qfllcer  as  a  citista 
The.  broadest  and  most  comprehensive  terms  are 
used,  comprehending  and  subjecting  all  Mis,  •j^  , 
out  discrimination  as  to  character,  to  the  propond 
penalty.      Under   its    provisions,    if   an  officer 
should  express  an  opinion  of  any  candidate,  si^ 
of  a  President,  who  was  a  candidate  forre^Veclioii 
whether  favorable  or  unfavorable,  6r  to  whiqjeria 
opinion    relating  to    his  administration,  wlied0 
good  or  bad,  he  would  subject  himself  to  the  »• 
nalty  of  this  bill,  as  certainly  as  if  be  had  hnaft 
the  whole  of  his  official  power  to  bear  direci^.« 
the  freedom  of  election.    That  a  bill,  contaiBiH 
such  broad  and   indiscriminate  provisions,  tzia^ 
cends  the  powers  of  Congressj  and  violates  JBjw 
officer  the  electoral  rights  of  the  citizen,  heldaJK 
the  authority  of  his  Slate,  and  guarantied  tf  ■• 
provision  of  the  Constitution  which  secortsjij 
freedom  of  speech  to  all,  is  too  clear,  after  w» 
has  been  said,  to  require  additional  illustntioa.  B 
cannot  pass  without  the  enlaiiging  the  po^w*' *J 
Government  by  the  abridgmeat  of  the  rights  of  ■• 
citizen. 

But,  it  may  be  replied,  that  there  are  iMtt^a 
where  the  Government  has  subjected  its  oSeta  9 
penalties  for  acts  of  a  private  charadef ,  <g 
which  the  Constitation  has  given  it  no  ^^**{f 
Such  undoubtedly  is  the  fact,  anditsr%htto0 
so,  in  the  instances  referred  to  in  the  discr 
cannot  be  danied^  bat  all  sach  eases  tie 
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gtltShi^  from  that  Tfnder  considenitioii  by  Hues  too 
broad  to  be  mwtakea.  In  all  of  them  the  acts 
pTDhi^iied  vert,  ia  the  first  plaee,  snch  as  were 
jncompaltble  with  the  offteial  daties  enjoined;  as 
in  ihe  case  of  t&e  prohibition  of  oommissaries  to 
porehase  or  deal  in  articles  similar  to  those  that 
aie  made  their  official  datjr  to  parchase,  in  ord^r  to 
prevent  fraud  on  the  public.  And  in  the  next, 
me  acts  prohibited  inrolved  only  civil  rights,  be- 
longing to  the  officer  asan  individual,  and  not  peli- 
tical  rights,  whieh  belong  to  him  as  a  citizen.  The 
former  he  may  yield  at  jMeunre,  wfdiont  discredit 
or  disgrace,  but  ihe  latter  he  cannot  surrender  with- 
Dot  debasing  himself,  and  giving  up  a  sacred 
trust  Tested  in  him,  by  the  State  of  which  he  is  a 
member,  for  4he  common  good;  nor  can  this  Go- 
teramient  demand  its  surren&r,  without  transcend- 
ing its  powers  and  infringing  the  rights  of  the  States 
and  their  citizens. 

It  may  also  be  said  that,  in  most  cases,  it  would 
be  impossible  to  distinguish  between  the  official 
and  the  political  acts  of  the  officer,  so  as  to  sub- 
ject the  former  to  penal  restraints,  without  inter- 
fenng  with  the  latter^  and  that  it  would  in  practice 
render  ineifectiye  the  admitted  right  of  the  Qo- 
vemment  to  ptmish  its  officers  for  the  abuse  of 
Ibeir  official  powers.  It  may  be  so,  but  little  or 
no  eril  can  result  Whatever  defect  of  right  this 
CkvemDient  may  labor  under,  in  such  cases,  is 
amply  made  tip  by  die  plenary  power  of  the  States, 
.wfaidi  has  an  unlimited  control  over  the  electoral 
f^hts  of  its  citizens,  whether  officers  of  this  Go- 
vernment or  not.  To  them  the  subject  may  be 
safely  cenfided.  It  is  they  who  are  particularly 
iaterested  in  seeing  that  a  right  so  sacred  shall 
not  be  abused,  nor  the  freedom  of  election  be  im- 
paired^  We  must  not  forget  that  States  aad  the 
people  of  the  States  are  our  constituents  and  supe- 
riors, and  we  but  their  agents,  aad  that  if  the  right 
in  qnestion  be  abused,  or  the  freedom  of  election 
impaired,  it  is  they,  and  not  we,  who  must  maioly 
MoSetf  and  who  of  course  are  the  best  judges 
of  Uie  evil  and  the  remedy.  If  the  policy  of  the 
States  demands  it,  ihey  may  impose  whatever  re- 
straint they  please  on  the  Federal  officers  within 
their  respectiye  limits,  in  order  to  guanLagainst 
their  control  or  influence  in  elections;  and,  if  it  be 
neoesaary,  to  div,est  them  entirely  of  the  right  of 
soflfrage.  To  those  who  are  so  much  more  inte- 
rested and  competent  to  judge  and  act  on  this  sub- 
ject than  we  are,  I  am  for  leaving  the  decision  as 
to  what  ought  to  be  done,  and  the  application  of  the 
remedy.  Entertaining  these  yiews,  I  am  forced  to 
the  ooncltiaion  that  this  bill  is  unconstitutional,  and 
if  there  were  no  other  reason  to  oppose  its  passage, 
would  becempelleS  to  vote  against  it 

Bat  Uiere  are  others  sufficiently  decisive  to  com- 
pel me  to  withhold  my  support,  were  it  possible  to 
remove  the  constitutional  objection.  So  far  from 
restricting  the  patronagfe  of  the  President,  should 
the  bill  become  a  law,  it  would,  if  I  mistake  not, 
greatly  increase  his  influence.  He  has  now  the 
almost  unlimited  power  of  removing  the  officers  of 
diis  Oovemment — a  power,  the  abuse  of  which  has 
been  the  subject  of  much  and,  in  my  opinion,  of 
jost  complaint  on  the  part  of  the  chamber  to  which 
the  mover  of  this  bill  belongs,  on  the  ground  that 
it  was  calculated  to  increase  unduly  the  power  and 
ibflaence  of  that  department  of  the  Government. 
Now  what  is  the  remedy  this  bill  proposes  for  that 
ewiR  To  put  restrictions  on  the  removing  powerl 
nie  very  reverse.  To  ouike  ii  the  duty,  as  it  is 
BOW  the  right  of  the  President  Is  remoyft,  and  in 
diachaiging  this  high  duty  he  is  made  the  sole 
Jmdgt^  without  limitation  or  appeal.  The  fate  of 
rite  accused  would  be  exclusively  in  bis  hand, 
wiMther  charged  with  the  oifence  of  opposing  or 
aofyporting  his  administration.  Can  any  one,  the 
■  tesLSt  conversant  with  party  morals,  or  the  working 
of  the  human  heart,  doubt  how  the  law  would  be 
ezecntedl  Is  it  not  certain,  that  it  would  be  most 
rigidly  enforced  against  all  officers  who  should 
venture  to  oppose  him,  either  in  the  Federal  or 
0kate  Governments,  with  a  corresponding  indul- 
and  lenity  towards  those  who  supported 
A  single  view,  without  prolonging  ibe  dis- 
1,  will  decide.  Should  there  be  a  President 
such  exalted  virtue  and  patriotism  as  to  make  no 
diMriuiaatioa  between  friend  and  foe,  the  law 


would  be  perfectly  useless;  but  if  not,  it  would  b^ 
made  the  pretext  for  indiscriminate  removal  of  all, 
who  may  refuse  to  become  his  active  and  devoted 
partisans;  and  it  would  thus  prove  either  usefew,  or 
vone  th&n  welem. 

With  the  object  which  the  mover  ef  the  bill  has 
in  view,  it  seems  to  me,  he  ought  to  take  the  very 
opposite  course,  and  instead  of  making  it  the  duty 
of  the  Prendeni  to  remove,  he  ought  to  impose  re- 
strictions on  the  power  of  removal,  or  to  divest 
him  entirely  of  it.  Place  the  office  holders,  with 
their  yearly  salaries,  beyond  the  reach  of  the  Ex- 
ecutive power,  and  they  would,  ia  a  short  time,  be 
as  mute  and  inactive  as  this  bill  proposes  to  make 
them.  Their  voice,  I  promise,  would  then  be 
scarcely  raised  at  elections,  or  Iheir  persons  be 
found  at  the  polls. 

But  suppose  the  immediate  object  of  the  bill  ac- 
complished, and  the  office  holders  rendered  perfect-^ 
ly  silent  and  passive,  it  might  even  then  be  doubted 
whether  it  would  cause  any  diminution  in  the  influ- 
ence of  patronage  over  elections.  It  would,  in- 
deed, greatly  r^nce  the  influence  of  the  office 
holders.  They  would  become  the  most  insignifi- 
cant portion  of  the  community,  as  far  as  elections 
were  concerned.  But  just  in  the  same  proportion 
as  they  might  sink,  the  no  less  formidable  corpb  of 
office  seekers  would  rise  in  importance.  The  strug- 
gle for  pewer  between  the  ins  and  the  outs  would 
not  abate  in  the  least,  in  violence  or  intensity,  by 
the  silence  or  inactivity  of  the  office  holders,  as  the 
amount  of  patronage,  the  stake  contended  for, 
would  remain  undiminished.  Both  sides,  those  in 
and  those  out  ef  power,  would  tun  from  the  pas- 
sive aad  silent  body  of  incumbents,  and  court  the 
favor  of  the  active  corps,  that  panted  to  supplant 
them;  and  the  result  would  be,  an  annual  sweep  of 
the  former,  aAer  every  election,  to  make  room  to 
reward  the  latter,  and  that  on  whichever  »tde  the 
scale  of  victory  might  taru.  The  consequence 
would  be  rotation  with  a  vengeance.  The  wheel 
would  turn  round  with  such  velocity  that  any  thing 
like  a  stable  system  of  policy  would  be  impossible. 
Each  temporary  occupant  that  might  be  thrown  into 
office  by  the  whirl,  would  seize  the  moment  to  make 
the  most  of  his  good  fortune,  before  he  might  be  dis- 
placed by  his  successor,  and  a  system,  (if  such  it 
might  be  called,)  would  follow,  not  less  corrupting 
than  unstable. 

With  these  decisive  objections,  I  cannot  give  my 
support  to  the  bill;  but  I  wish  it  to  be  distinctly  un- 
derstood that,  in  withholding  it,  I  neither  retract  nor 
modify  any  sentiment  I  have  expressed  in  relation 
to  the  patronage  of  this  Government.  I  have  look- 
ed over,  since  the  commencement  of  this  discus- 
sion, the  report  I  made  as  chairman  of  a  select 
committee  on  the  subject  in  1835,  and  which  has 
been  so  frequently^ferred  to  in  debate  by  those  on 
the  opposite  side  of  the  chamber,  and  I  find  nothing 
which  I  would  omit,  if  I  had  now  to  draw  it,  but 
much,  which  time  and  reflection  would  induce  me 
to  add,  to  strengthen  the  grounds  I  then  assumed. 
There  is  not  a  sentence  in  it  incompatible  with  the 
views  I  have  presented  on  the  present  occasion. 

I  might  here,  Mr.  President,  terminate  my  re- 
marks, as  far  as  this  bill  is  concerned;  but  as  the 
general  question  of  patronage  is  at  all  times  one  of 
importance  under  our  system  of  Government,  and 
especially  so,  in  my  opinion,  at  this  present  junc- 
ture, I  trust  that  I  shall  be  indulged  in  oflering  my 
opinion  somewhat  more  at  large  in  reference  to  it. 

If  it  be  desirable  to  reduce  the  patronage  of  the 
G(overnment,  (and  I  hold  it  to  be  eminently  so,) 
we  must  strike  at  the  source^the  root,  and  not  the 
branches.  It  is  the  only  way  that  will  not  in  the 
end  prove  fallacious.  The  main  sources  of  patro- 
nage may  be  found  ia  the  powers,  the  revenue,  and 
the  expenditures  of  the  Government;  and  the  first 
and  necessary  step  toujords  Us  reduction,  is  to  restrict 
the  powers  i^this  Qovemment  within  the  rigid  HmUs 
prescribed  by  the  ConstUvtion,  Every  extension  of 
its  powers  beyond,  would  bring  within  its  control 
subjects  never  intended  to  be  placed  there,  followed 
by  increased  patronage,  and  augmented  expendi- 
ture and  revenue. 

We  mast  in  the  next  place  take  care  not  to  call 
the  acknowledged  powers  of  the  Government  into 
action  beyond  the  limits  which  the  common  inte- 
rest may  render  necessaiy,  nor  to  pervert  them  into 


means  of  doing  what  it  was  never  Intended  by  the 
Constitution  we  should, have  the  right  to  do.  Of 
all  the  sources  of  power  and  influence,  prevention 
of  the  powers  of  the  Government  has  proved  in 
practice  the  most  fruitful  and  dangerous,  of  which 
our  political:  history  furnishes  many  examples, 
especially  in  reference  to  the  money  power,  as  will 
appear  in  the  course  of  my  remarks. 

After  restricting  the  powers  of  the  Government 
within  proper  limits,  the  next  important  step  would 
be  to  bring  down  the  income  and  expenditures  to 
the  smallest  practicable  amount.  It  is  a  primary 
maxim  under  our  system,  to  collect  bo  more  mo- 
ney than  is  necessary  to  the  economical  and  con- 
stitutional wants  of  the  Gk>vemment.  We  have, 
in  fact,  no  right  to  collect  a  cent  more.  Nothing 
can  tend  more  powerfully  to  corrupt  public  and 
private  morals,  or  to  increase  the  patronage  of  the 
Government,  than  an  excessive  or  surplus  revenue, 
as  recent  and  sad  experience  has  abundantly  prov- 
ed. Nor  is  it  less  important  to  restrict  the  expen- 
ditures within  the  income.  It  is,  in  fact,  indispen- 
sable to  a  restricted  revenue,  as  the  increase  of  the 
former  must,  in  the  end,  lead  to  an  increase  of  the 
latter.  Nor  must  an  exact  administration,  and  a 
rigid  accountability,  in  evexy  department  of  the 
Government,  be  neglected.  It  is  among  the  most 
efficient  means  of  keeping  down  patronage  and* 
corruption,  as  well  as  the  revenue  and  expendi- 
tures, just  as  the  opposite  is  among  the  most  proli- 
fic source  of  both. 

It  is  thus,  and  thus  only,  that  we  can  reduce  ef- 
fectually the  patronage  of  the  Government,  to  the 
least  amount  consistent  with  the  discharge  of  the 
few,  but  important  duties,  with  which  it  is  charged, 
and  render  it,  what  the  Constitution  imended  it 
should  be,  a  cheap  and  simple  Gk)vernment,  insti- 
tuted by  the  States,  for  their  mutual  security,  and 
more  perfect  protection  of  their  liberty  and  tran- 
quillity. It  is  the  way  pointed  out  by  Jefferson 
and  his  associates  of  the  Viiginia  school,  which  has 
ever  been  distinguished  for  its  jealous  opposition 
to  patronage,  as  the  bane  of  our  political  system,  as 
is  so  powerfully  illustrated  in  the  immortal  docu- 
ments so  freqaently  referred  to  in  this  discussion — 
the  report  to  the  Viiginia  Legislature,  on  the  alien 
and  sedition  law,  in  ,the  year  '99. 

But  there  is,  and  ever  has  been,  from  the  first 
another  and  opposing  school,  that  regarded  patron- 
age with  a  very  diflereui  eye,  not  as  a  bane,  but  as 
an  essential  ingredient,  without  which  the  Govern- 
ment would  be  impracticable;  and  whose  leading 
policy  is,  to  enlist  in  its  favor  the  more  powerful 
classes  of  society,  through  their  interest,  as  indis- 
pensable to  its  support.  If  we  cannot  take  lessons 
from  this  school,  on  the  question  of  reduction  of 
patronage,  we  may  at  lea^t  learn,  what  is  of  vast 
importance  to  be  known,  how  and  by  what  means 
this  school  has  reared  up  a  system,  which  has  added 
so  vastly  to  the  power  and  patronage  of  the  Go- 
vern men  t,  beyond  what  was  contemplated  by  its 
framers,  as  to  alarm  its  wisest  and  best  friends  (or 
iis  fate.  With  the  view  of  furnishing  this  infor- 
mation, so  intimately  connected  with  tne  object  of 
these  remarks,  I  propose  to  give  a  very  brief  and 
rapid  narrative  of  the  rise  and  progress  of  that 
system. 

At  the  head  of  this  school  stands  the  name  of 
Hamilton,  than  which  there  is  none  more  distin- 
guished in  our  political  history.  He  is  the  perfect 
type  and  impersonation  of  the  national  or  Federal 
school,  (I  use  party  names  with  reluctance,  and 
only  for  the  sake  of  brevity,)  as  Jefferson  is  of  the 
State  Rights  Republican  school.  They  were  both 
men  of  eminent  talent,  ardent  patriotism,  great 
boldness,  and  comprehensive  and  sjrstematic  un- 
derstanding. They  were  both  men  who  fixed  on  a 
single  object  far  ahead,  and  converged  all  their 
powers  towards  its  accomplishment.  The  differ- 
ence between  them  is,  that  Jefferson  had  more 
genius,  Hamilton  more  abilities;  the  fortrer  leaned 
more  to  the  side  of  liberty,  and  his  great  rival  more 
to  that  of  power.  They  both  have  impressed 
themselves  deeply  on  the  movements  of  the  Gto- 
vemment,  but,  as  yet,  Hamilton  far  more  «o  than 
Jefferson,  though  the  impression  of  the  latter  is  de- 
stined in  the  end,  as  I  trust,  to  prove  the  more  dura- 
ble of  the  two. 

It  has  been  the   good  fortune  of  the  school  of 
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which  Mr.  Jefferson  is  the  head,  to  embody  their 
principles  and  doctrines  in  written  documents,  (the 
report  referred  to,  and  the  Virginia  and  Kentucky 
resolutions,)  which  are  the  acknowledged  creed  of 
the  party,  and  may  at  all  times  be  referred  to,  in 
order  to  ascertain  what  they  are  in  fact.  The  op- 
posite school  has  left  no  such  written  and  acknow- 
ledged creed,  but  the  declaration  and  acts  of  its 
great  leader  leave  little  doubt  as  to  either  its  prin- 
ciples or  doctrines.  In  tracing  them  a  narrative 
of  his  life  and  acts  need  not  be  given.  It  will  suf- 
fice to  say,  that  he  entered  early  in  life  into  the 
army  of  the  Revolution,  and  became  a  member  of 
the  military  family  of  Washington,  whose  oonfl- 
dence  he  gained  and  retained  to  the  last.  He  next 
appeared  in  the  convention  which  framed  the  Con- 
stitution, where,  with  his  usual  boldness,  he  advo- 
cated a  President  and  Senate  for  life,  and  the  ap- 
pointment, by  this  Government,  of  the  Governors 
of  the  States,  with  a  veto  on  Slate  laws.  These 
bold  measures  failing,  he  retired  from  the  conven- 
tion, it  is  said,  in  disgust;  but  afterwards,  on  more 
mature  reflection,  became  the  zealous  and  able  ad- 
vocate of  the  adoption  of  the  Constitution.  He 
saw,  as  he  thought,  in  a  scheme  of  Government, 
which  conferred  the  unlimited  power  of  tax- 
ing and  declaring  war,  the  almost  unbound- 
ed sonrae  of  power,  in  resolute  and  able 
hands;  hence  his  declaration,  that  though  the  Go- 
vernment was  weak  in  its  organization,  it  would, 
'wheu  put  in  action,  find  the  means  of  supporting 
itself;  a  profound  reflection,  proving  that  he  clearly 
saw  bow  to  make  it,  in  practice,  what  his  move- 
ments in  the  convention  had  failed  to  accomplish  in 
its  organization.  Nor  has  be  left  it  in  doubt,  as  to 
what  were  the  means  on  which  he  relied  to  eflfect 
his  object.  We  all  recollect  the  famous  assertion 
of  the  elder  Adams,  that  the  "British  constitution," 
restored  to  its  original  principles,  and  freed  from 
corruption,  was  the  wisest  and  best  ever  formed 
by  man;  and  Hamilton's  reply,  that  the  British  con- 
stitution, freed  from  corruption,  would  be  imprac- 
ticable, but,  with  its  corruption,  was  the  best  that 
ever  existed.  To  realize  what  was  intended  by 
this  great  man,  it  must  be  understood,  that  he 
meant  not  corruption  in  its  usual  sense  of  bribery. 
He  was  too  able  and  patriotic  to  resort  to  such 
means,  or  to  the  petty  policy  this  bill  is  Intended 
to  prevent.  Either  of  these  modes  of  operation 
was  on  too  small  a  scale  for  him.  Like  all  great 
and  comprehensive  minds,  he  acted  on  masses, 
without  much  rfgard  to  individuals.  He  meant, 
by  corruption,  something  far  more  powerAit  and 
comprehensive;  that  policy,  which  systematically 
favored  the  great  and  powerful  classes  of  society, 
with  the  view  of  binding  them,  through  their  inte- 
rest, to  the  support  of  the  Government.  This  was* 
the  single  object  of  his  policy,  and  to  which  he 
strictly  and  resolutely  adhered,  throughout  bis 
career,  but  which,  whether  suited  or  not  to  the  Bri- 
tish system  of  Gtov^mment,  is,  as  time  has  shown, 
uncongenial  and  dangerous  to  ours. 

After  the  Constitution  was  adopted,  he  was 
placed  at  the  head  of  the  Treasury  I>epartment,  a 
position  which  gave  full  scope  to  his  abiliticfi,  and 
placed  ample  means  at  his  disposal  to  rear  up  the 
system  he  meditated.  Well  and  skilfully  did  he 
use  them.  His  first  measure  was  the  adoption  of 
the  funding  system,  on  the  British  model;  and  on 
this  the  two  schools,  which  have  ever  since,  under 
one  form  or  another,  divided  the  country,  and  ever 
will  divide  it,  so  long  as  the  Government  endures, 
came  into  conflict.  They  were  both  in  favor  of 
keeping  the  public  faith,  but  differed  as  to  the  mode 
of  assuming  the  public  debt,  and  the  amount  that 
ought  to  be  assumed.  The  policy  of  Hamilton 
prevailed. '  The  amount  assumed  was  about  |80,- 
000,000,  a  vast  sum  for  a  country  so  impoverished, 
and  with  a  population  so  inconsiderable  as  we  then 
had.  The  creation  of  the  system,  and  the  assump- 
tion of  so  large  a  debt,  gave  a  decided  and  power- 
ful impulse  to  the  Government,  in  the  direction  in 
which  it  has  since  continued  to  move,  almost  con- 
stantly. 

This  was  followed  by  a  measure  adopted  on  his 
own  responsibility,  and  in  the  face  of  law,  but 
which,  though  at  the  time  it  attracted  little  attentioii 
or  opposition,  has  proved  the  most  powerful  of  all 
the  means  employed  in  rearing  up  and  maintaining 


his  favorite  system.  I  refer  to  the  Treasury  or- 
der directing  the  receipt  of  bank  notes  in  the  dues 
of  the  Government,  aud  which  was  the  first  link  of 
that  unconstitutional  and  unholy  alliance  between 
this  Government  and  the  banks,  that  has  been  fol- 
lowed by  such  disastrous  consequences.  I  have, 
Mr.  President,  been  accused  of  extravagance  in  as- 
serting that  this  unholy  connection  with  the  paper 
system,  was  the  great  and  primary  cause  of  almost 
every  departure  from  the  principles  of  the  Constitu- 
tion, and  of  the  dangers  to  which  the  G^evernment 
has  been  exposed.  I  am  happy  to  have  it  in  my 
power  to  show  that  I  do  not  stand  alone  in  this  opi- 
nion. Our  attention  has  lately  been  attracted,  by 
one  of  the  journals  of  this  city,  to  a  pamphlet  con- 
taining the  same  sentiment,  published  as  far  back 
as  1794,  the  author  of  which  was  one  of  the  pro- 
foundest  and  purest  statesmen  to  whom  our  country 
has  ever  given  birth,  but  who  has  not  been  distin- 
guished in  proportion  to  his  eminent  talent  and  ar- 
dent patriotism.  In  confirmation  of  what  I  assert, 
I  will  thank  the  Senator  from  North  Carolina,  near 
me,  [Mr.  SraANOK,]  to  read  a  paragraph  taken 
from  the  pamphlet,  which  contains  expressions  as 
strong  as  Any  I  have  ever  used  in  reference  to  the 
point  in  question. 

Mr.  Stranqb  read  as  follows: 

"Funding  and  banking  systems  are  indissolubly 
connected  with  every  commeitsial  and  political 
question,  by  an  mterest  generally  at  enmity  with 
the  common  good.  In  the  great  cases  of  peace 
and  war,  of  fleets  and  armies,  and  of  taxation  and 
navigation,  their  cries  will  for  ever  resound  through- 
out the  continent.  Whereas  the  undue  bias  of  pub- 
lic officers  is  bounded  by  known  salaries,  and  per- 
sons not  freeholders  are  hardly,  if  at  all,  distin- 
guishable from  the  national  interest.  One  obser- 
vation is  adduced  in  proof  of  this  doctrine.  Paper 
fraud  knowing  the  restiveness  of  liberty  when  op- 
pressed, U  under  an  in^ptUte  to  strengthen  itself  by 
allianeet  vnth  l^liUive  eormption^  vfUk  a  miUtmry 
force,  and  with  similar  foreign  syttema.  War  with 
Britain  can  be  turned  by  it  to  great  account.  In 
case  of  victory,  a  military  apparatus,  united  to  it 
by  large  arrears,  and  an  aversion  to  being  dis- 
banded, will  be  on  hand.  In  case  of  defeat,  paper 
will  constitute  an  engine  of  Government  analogous 
to  the  English  system.  Can  Republicanism  safely 
intrust  a  legislative  paper  junto  with  the  manage- 
ment of  such  a  war?  If  it  does,  no  prophetic  spi- 
rit is  necessary  te  foretell  that  paper  will  be  heaped 
upon  liberty,  from  the  same  design  with  which 
mountains  were  heaped  upon  the  giants  by  the  dis- 
solute junto  of  Olympus." 

The  next  movement  he  ma^e  was  the  boldest  of 
the  whole  series.  The  union  of  the  Ghivernment 
with  the  paper  system  was  not%et  complete.  A 
central  control  was  wanting,  in  order  to  give  to  it 
unity  of  action,  and  a  full  development  of  its 
power  and  influence.  This  he  sought  in  a  National 
Bank,  with  a  eapital  of  (10,000,000,  -to  be  com- 
posed principally  of  the  stock  held  by  the  public 
creditors;  thus  binding  more  strongly  to  the  Go- 
vernment that  already  powerful  class,  by  giving 
them,  through  its  agency,  increased  profit  and  a 
decided  control  over  the  currency,  exchanges,  and 
the  business  transactions  of  the  country.  On  the 
question  of  chartering  the  bank,  the  great  battle 
was  fought  between  the  two  schools.  The  contest 
was  long  and  obstinate,  but  victory  ultimately  de- 
clared in  /avor  of  the  national  Federal  school. 

The  leader  of  that  school  was  not  content  with 
those  great  achievements.  His  bold  and  ardent 
mind  was  not  of  a  temper  to  stop  short  of  the  end 
at  which  he  aimed.  His  next  movement  was  to 
seize  on  the  monepi  power,  and  he  put  forth  able 
repoits,  inyhich  he  asserted  the  broad  principle 
that  Congress  was  under  no  other  constitutional  re- 
striction in  the  use  of  the  public  money  but  the 
generatwelfaret  and  that  it  might  be  appropriated  to 
any  purpose  whatever,  believed  to  be  calculated  to 
promote  the  general  interest,  and  as  fteely  to  the  ob- 
jects not  enumerated,  as  those  that  were  specified  in 
the  Constitution.  To  this  he  added  another,  and  per- 
haps more  dangerous  assumption  of  power;  that  the 
taxing  power,  which  was  .granted  expressly  to 
raise  revenue,  might  be  used  as  a  protective  power 
for  the  encouragement  of  manufactures,  or  any 
other  branch  of*  industry  which  Congress  might 


choose  to  foster;  and  thus  it  was  in  fact  pervened 
from  a  revenue  to  a  penal  power,  ihroagh  which 
the  entire  capital  and  industry  of  the  nnion  might 
be  controlled.  Congress  was  not  prepared  at  that 
early  stage  to  follow  so  bold  a  lead,  but  the  seed 
was  sown  by  a  skilful  hand,  4o  sprout  when  the 
proper  season  arrived. 

When  he  retired  from  office,  no  controUingmlBd 
was  left  to  perfect  the  system  which  be  had  ooot- 
menoed  with  such  consummate  skill  and  stwoess; 
and  shortly  after,  under  the  administration  of  the 
elder  Adams,  the  alien  and  sedition  acts,  and  the 
quasi  war  with  France,  af  it  was  called,  foUoved 
t\ie  violent  and  precipitate  measures  of  less  saga- 
cious and  powerful  minds,  and  which  in  their  m> 
tion  expelled  their  authors  from  power,  and  raisai 
Jefferson  to  the  Presidency. 

He  came  in  as  a  reformer,  but,  wUh  the  most  ar- 
dent desire  and  the  highest  capacity,  to  efect  a  re- 
formation, he  could  do  little  to  change  the  directioa  * 
which  his  rival  had  impressed  at  the  oatset  on  the 
political  machine.  Economy,  indeed,  was  intro- 
duced, and  the  expenditures  reduced,  bat  the  liga- 
tures which  united  the  Government  with  the  pnoei 
syi»iem  were  too  strong  to  be  bursted.  The  fanded 
debt',  though  greatly  reduced  by  him,  coald  not  hi 
extinguished.  The  charter  of  the  Umted  States 
Bank  had  still  half  its  term  'to  run,  and  the  nse  0( 
banks  and  bank  notes  in  the  fiscal  transaclioos  of 
the  Government  had  taken  too  strong  a  hold  to  be 
superseded  at  once.  In  the  mean  time,  the  agita- 
tion caused  by  the  gigantic  conflict  between  Fruce 
and  England  readied  pur  distant  and  peaeefil 
shores,  and  the  Ajdministration  was  almost  exdo- 
sively  occupied  in  eflforts  to  prevent  aggresaoos  on 
our  rights,  and  preserve  our  neutrality.  To  effect 
that,  every  expedient  was  attempted;  negotiaiioa, 
embargo,  noa-imp«rtation,  and  non-ifltercoarse,hBt 
in  vain.  War  followed,  and  with  it  all  hopes  of 
carrying  out  the  reform  contemplated  V  Jeffenea 
when  he  came  into  power  failea. 

When  peace  arrived,  the  country  was  deeptj  ia 
debt.  Capital  and  industry  had  taken  new  dine* 
tions  in  consequence  of  the  long  interraptioaofov 
foreign^  commerce,  and  the  public  auentionvis 
complerely  diverted  trom  the  questions  which  hai 
brought  into  conflict  the  two  great  political  sdiool^ 
and  which  had  so  long  divided  the  country. 

The  season  had  nowjarrived  when  the  seed  which 
had  been  so  skilfully  sowed  by  Hamilton,  ai  his 
been  stated,  bega^  to  germinate,  and  soon  shot  ibnh 
with  the  most  vigorous  growth.  Duties  came  toba 
imposed  without  regard  to  revenue,  and  monef  a^ 
propriated  without  reference  to  the  granted  pom 
Tariff  followed  tariff  in  rapid  succession,  caii7il| 
in  their  train  a  profusion  of  expendiiores  on  hl^ 
bors,  roads,  canals,  pensions,  and  a  hast  of  otho^ 
comprehending  objects  of  alntest  every  deicri|ition- 
In  such  rapid  succession  did  the  protective  dntia 
follow,  that,  in  1828,  in  the  short  space  of  twflw 
years  after  the  termination  of  the  late  war,  tb9 
reached  the  enormous  amount  of  nearly  onew 
of  the  aggregate  value  of  the  entire  imports,  aAer 
deducting  the  re-ehipments.  Beyond  this  pois^ 
the  system  never  advanced,  and  fprmnately  forlha 
country  ii  did  not.  Had  it  continued  iis~  prognsi|i 
few  years  longer,  the  enormous  patronage  which  s 
placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  Chief  Magi^nir 
would  have  terminated  our  form  of  GofefB]Bei| 
by  enabling  him  to  nominate  his  successor,  oc  Of 
plunging  3ie  country  into  a  revolution,  to b:^ 
lowed  by  disunion  or  despotism,  as  was  foierii 
would  be  the  consequence  m  the  report  to  theL^ 
gislature  of  Virginia,  so  often  referred  to,  if  ihe^ 
tem  it  reprobated  were  carried  out  in  prarf*' 
But,  happily,  with  the  tariff  of  1888,  the  nuljm, 
commenced,  and  has  been  ever  since  progiesw|i 
How  or  by  whom  it  was  commenced,  and  haslw* 
urged  forward  to  the  present  point,  this  is  not  "• 
proper  occasion  to  state.  Ail  I  propose  "^> *? 
trace  its  progress,  and  mark  the  point  at  wwh 
has  arrived. 

The  first  step  of  this  retrogade  moveaert  ig 
the  overthrow  of  the  Administration  of  ihcy««g 
Adams.  He  came  into  power  on  the  e»W*{ 
principles  and  doctrines  of  the  Federal  natiPM 
school,  and  on  them  he  placed  the  hope  of  "Mj 
taining  his  elevation.  For  the  truth  af  ^^^"^ 
tion,  f  appeal  to  his  inao^fural  addiessi  m 
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nessages  to  tht  two  Houses  at  the  openings  of  the 
•nonal  sessions;  and  to  eipel  bis  Administration  from 
power  waSf  of  coarse,  a  preliminary  and  indispen- 
able  step  towards  the  restoration  of  the  principles 
and  docihnes  of  tbe  opposite  school^  and  fortuoate- 
]y  this  was  eflfecled  by  a  decided  majority  at  the 
uAirafton  of  bis  first  lerm. 

The  next  step  was  the  fioal  discbarge  of  the 
fuided  debt;  and  for  this  important  step,  at  so 
early  a  period,  the  country  is  indebted  principally 
to  a  friend,  now  anfortunately  no  more*<^the  ami- 
able, I  he  talented,  the  patriotic  Lowndes — the  an- 
llK>rof  ihatsimplet^boteitective  measure,  the  sink- 
Hig  ftt&d  act,  passed  shortly  aAef  the  termination  of 
^.  late  war. 

Bat  the  most  for^dable  of  all  the  bhstacles^ 
Ihe  source  of  the  rast  and  (irrupting  snrplos,  with 
iit  host  of  extravagant  and  nnoonstitational  ex- 
penditares,  the  protective  tariff,  still  remained  in 
Aill  foree,  and  obstrocted  any  farther  progress  in 
tfae  reaction  that  had  commenced.  By  what  de- 
cided and  bold  measares  it  was  overcome  is  well 
known  to  all,  and  need  not  be  told  On  this  occa- 
sion. It  is  snfficient  to  say^  that  after  a  long  and 
desperate  struggle,  the  controversy  tierminated  in 
the  ciiflapromise  act,  which  abandoned  the  protect 
live  principle^  and  had,  I  trusi^  closed  forever,  what 
has  provcxi  m  this  dk>vtrnment  a  most  prolific 
•ootee'of  power,  patronage,  and  corruption. 

The  next  step  in  the  progress,  was  the  overthrow 
of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States — the  centre  and 
soul  oi  the  paper  system— a  step  that  may  justly 
he  regarded  as  not  inferior  to  any  other  in  the 
whole  series.  That  was  followed  by  the  deposits 
act  of  '36,  which  transferred  to  the  treasuries  of 
Ike  States  the  vast  surplus,  which  continued  to  flow 
in  apon  ns,  notwithstanding  the  great  redaction 
onder  the  compromise  act.  This  decisive  measure 
dishttrtheced  our  surcharged  Treasury,  and  has 
ibirced  on  this  Gtovemmenl  the  necessity  of  re- 
trenchment and  economy,  and  thereby  has  greatly 
stmsgtheoed  and  accelerated  the  reaction.  So  ne- 
eessaiy  is  the  redaction  of  the  income  to  reform, 
that  I  am  disposed  to  regard  it  as  a  political 
OMxim  in  free  Stales,  that  an  impoverished 
Treasmy,  once  in  a  generation  at  least,  is  almost 
indispensable  to  the  preservation  of  their  iastitu- 
rioDS  and  liberty. 

The  next' stage  in  the  progress  was  the  suspen- 
sioD  of  the  connection  between  the  Government  and 
the  banks,  in  consequence  of  the  suspension  of 
specue  payments.  This  occasion  afforded  an  op- 
pc»rtaaity  to  strike  the  first  blow  against  that  ille- 
lt«Ciaiate  and  anholy  alliance.  It  was  given  deci- 
dedly, boldly,  and  vigorously,  but  still  with  only 
partial  snccess.  The  interest  in  favor  of  maintain- 
ing the  connection  was  too  powerful  to  be  over- 
come at  once;  bat  though  not  broken,  the  lie  is 
greatly  weakened,  and  nothing  now  is  wanting  to 
arrer  forever  this  fatal  knot,  but  to  follow  up  what 
1sas.Already  been  done  by  persevering  and  ener- 
gette  blows. 

This  is  the  point  to  which  the  reaction  has  al- 
read  J  reached;  and  the  question  now  to  be  conside- 
red is,  to  what  point  onght  it  to  be  urged,  and  what 
are  the  intermediate  obstacles  to  be  overcome?  I 
Bm»  for  myself,  prepared  to  answer.  I  have  no 
Donoealment;  my  aim  is  fixed.  It  is  no  less  than 
;o-  torn  back  the  Government  to  where  it  was  when 
it  eommenced  its  operation  in  1789;  to  obliterate 
all  the  intermediate  measures  originating  in  the  pe- 
so liar  principles  and  policy  of  ihe  school  to  which  I 
L«a  opposed,  and  which  experience  has  proved  to 
>e  so  dangerous  and  uncongenial  to  our  system;  to 
alee  a  fresh  vtart,  a  new  departure,  on  the  State 
Si0;tsts  Republican  track,  at  was  intended  by  the 
k^ikSDers  of  the  Constitution.  That  is  the  point  at 
rlaioh  I  have  aimed  for  more  than  twelve  years, 
jad  towards  which  I  have  persisted  during  the 
riaole  period,  to  urge  my  way^  in  defiance  of  op- 
osing  difficulties,  dangers,  and  discouragements, 
a<i  from  which  nothing  shall  drive  me  (whiie  in 
i»l>lia  life)  till  the  object  at  which  1  aim  is  accom- 
^jBtmed.  By  far  the  most  formidable  difficulties  are 
Is^^uly  sormonnted.  Those  that  remain  are  com- 
^r^tively  insignificant 

^A^wBoog  these,  the  most  important  and  diffionlt  by 
or  aa»  to  separate  the  Gkivetnment  from  the  banks, 
9ft  ^hichy  after  tha  btows  the  conn^tion  has  xe- 


^'^ed,  will  require  not  much  more  than  Unyielding 
fir'Oness  and  perseverance.  1* his  done,  the  great 
^o'k  of  freeing  ihe  Qov.emnient  etitirely  ftom  the 
P&Per  system  on  which  Hamilton  laid  the  founda- 
tion  of  his  whole  system,  will  have  been  achieved. 

The  next  is,  to  carry  out,  in  the  revision  of  the 
tariff,  which  must  take  place  at  the  next  or  suc- 
ceeding session,  ihe  provisions  of  tlie  compromise 
act,  that  there  shall  be  no  duty  laid  bat  what  may 
be  necessary  to  the  economical  and  constitutional 
wants  of  the  Government.  Should  this  be  accom- 
plished, there  will  be  an  end  to  the  prote<^tive  sys- 
tem, with  all  the  ev\l  that  followed  and  must  jever 
foUew  in  its  train.  Nor  can  I  believe,  after  what 
we  havie  experienced,  and  what  has  been  said  dur- 
ing this  session,  that  there  will  be  any  insuperable 
difficulty  in  effecting  an  object  so  intimately  con- 
nected with  the  peace  and  tranquillity  of  the  Union. 

Having  freed  the  Government  from  the  paper 
and  protective  systems,  the  next  step  in  importance 
is,  to  put  a  final  stop  to  internal  improvements,  the 
construction  and  improvement  of  harboirs,  and  the 
extravagant  waste  on  what  we  ^re  pleased  to  call 
the  pension  system,  but  which  has  dsparicd  from 
every  principle  justly  belonging  b  sudi  a  system. 
No  Qovernment  was  ever  before  burdened  with  an 
expenditure  so  absurd  and  monstrous.  It  confounds 
all  distinctions  between  the  deserving- and  undeserv- 
ing, and  yearly  draws  millions  from  the  Treasury 
without  any  just  claim  on  the  public  bounty,  and 
ought  to  be  both  arrested  and  reformed. 

A  single  step  more  brings  the  Government  to 
the  destined  point;  t  mean  a  thorough  reformation 
in  the  administrative  department  of  (he  Government, 
i  doubt  not  but  that  every  branch  needs  reform. 
There  are,  doubtless,  numerous  defalcations  in  ad- 
dition to  those  brought  to  light.  The  fault  has 
been  more  in  that  system  (a  brief  narrative  of 
which  I  have  given)  than  those  who  have  been 
charged  with  the  administration  of  the  Govern- 
ment. For  years  money  was  as  dirt.  The  Trea- 
sury was  oppressed  with  it,  and  the  only  solicitude 
was  how  to  get  clear  of  what  was  considered  a  use- 
less burden.  Hence  the  vast  increase  of  expendi- 
tures; hence  the  loose  and  inattentive  administra- 
tion of  our  fiscal  concerns;  hence  the  heavy  defal- 
cations. Nor  are  these  remarks  confined  to  the 
Executive  deparunent  of  the  Government;  they  ap- 
ply 10  all,  to  the  two  Houses  of  Congress  as  well 
as  to  other  branches.  But  there  is  no  longer  a 
surplus.  The  l*reasury  is  exhausted,  and  the  work 
o(  retrenchment,  economy,  and  aocountabillty,  is 
forced  on  us.  Reform  in  the  fiscal  action  of  the 
Government. can  no  longer  be  delayed,  and  I  re- 
joice that  such  is  the  fact.  Economy  and  account- 
ability are  virtues  belonging  to  free  and  popular 
Governments,  and#rithoat  which  they  cannot  long 
endure.  The  assertion  is  pre-eminently  true  when 
applied  to  this  Government;  and  hence  the  promi- 
nent place  they  occupy  in  the  creed  of  the  State 
Rights  and  Republican  school. 

Having  taken  these  steps,  every  measure  of  pro- 
minence, originating  in  the  principles  or  policy  of 
the  national  Federal  school  will  become  obliterated, 
and  the  Government  will  have  been  brought  back, 
after  (he  lapse  of  fifty  years,  to  the  point  of  origi- 
nal departure,  when  it  may  be  pat  on  i*r  i  )w  track. 
To  guard  against  a  false  steerage,  thereafter,  one 
important  measure,  in  addition  to  those  enumerat- 
ed, will  be  indispensable,  to  place  the  new  States, 
as  far  as  the  public  domain  is  concerned,  in  a  con- 
dition as  independent  of  the  Government  as  the  old. 
It  is  as  much  due  to  them,  as  it  is  indispensable  to 
accomplish  the  great  object  in  view.  The  public 
domain,  within  these  States,  is  too  great  a  stake  to 
be  left  under  the  control  of  this  Government.  It  is 
difficult  to  estimate  the  vast  addition  it  makes  to  its 
power  and  patronage,  and  the  controlling  and  cor- 
rupting influence  which  it  may  exercise  over  the 
Presidential  election,  and  through  that,  the  strong 
impulse  it  may  receive  in  a  wrong  direction.  Till 
it  is  removed,  there  can  be  no  assurance  of  a  suc- 
cessful and  safe  steerage,  even  if  every  other  sinis- 
ter influence  should  be  removed. 

It  would  be  presumptuoas  in  me,  Mr.  President, 
to  advise  those  who  are  charged  with  the  admi- 
nistration of  the  Government  what  course  to  adopt; 
but,  if  thev  woald  hear  the  voice  of  one  who 
desircB  notikiag  for  himseU;  and  wliss^  only  wish 


is  to  see  the  coiiniry  prosperous,  free,  and  happy, 
I  would  say  to  them,  you  are  placed  in  the 
most  rtemarkablt;  juncture  that  has  eVer  occurred 
since  the  establishment  of  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment. By  seizing  it,  you  may  bring  the  vessel 
of  Slate  to  a  position,  where  she  may  take  a 
new  tack,  and  thereby  escape  all  the  shoals  ana 
breakersj  among  which  a  false  steerage  has  run 
her,  and  bring  her  triumphantly  into  her  des- 
tined port,  with  honor  to  yourselves,  and  safety 
to  those  on  board.  Take  then  your  ground  boldly; 
avow  your  object;  disclose  your  measures;  and 
let  the  people  see  clearly  that  you  intend — 
what  Jefferson  designed  to  do,  but,  from  adverse 
circumstances,  could  not  accomplish — to  reverse 
the  measures  originating  in  principles  and  policy 
uncongenial  to  our  political  system — to  divest  the 
Government  of  all  undue  patronage  and  influ- 
ence-^to  restrict  it  to  the  few  great  objects  intended 
by  the  Constitution— in  a  word,  to  give  a  complete 
ascendancy  to  the  good  old  Virginia  school  oirer 
its  antagonist,  which  tim^  atid  experiepce  has 
proved  to  be  foreign  to  otir  system  of  Gorerh- 
ment — and  yoii  may  count  with  confidence  oh 
their  support,  without  looking  to  any  other  means'' 
of  success.  Should  they  take  such  a  coarse  at  this 
propitious  moment,  our  free  and  happy  institutions 
may  be  perpetuated  for  generations;  but,  if  a  differ- 
ent, short  will  be  their  duration. 

On  this  question  of  patronage,  let  me  add,  in  con- 
clusion, that  according  to  my  conception,  the  creat 
and  leading  ^rror  in  Jdamilton  and  his  achool  ori- 
ginated in  a  mistake  as  to  the  analogy  between  ours 
and  the  British  system  of  Gk>verament.  If  we  were 
to  judge  by  their  outward  form,  there  is,  indeed,  a 
striking  analogy  between  them  in  many  particu- 
lars; but  if  we  look  within,  at  their  spirit  and  ge^ 
nius,  never  were  two  free  Governments  so  perfect- 
ly dissimilar.  They  are,  in  fact,  the  very  oppo- 
sues.  Of  all  free  governments  that  ever  existed — 
no,  I  will  enlarge  the  proposition — of  all  govern- 
ments that  ever  existed,  free  or  despotic,  the  Bri- 
tish Government  can  bear  the  lajigest  amount  of  pa- 
tronage-^(he  greatest  exaction  and  pressure  on  the 
people,  without  changing  its  character,  or  running 
into  revolution.  The  greater,  in  fact,  its  patron- 
age, the  stronger  it  is,  till  the  pressure  begins  to 
crush  the  mass  of  population  with  its  superincum'^ 
bent  weight. .  But  directly  the  opposite  is  the  case 
With  ours.  Of  all  governments  that  ever  existed,  it 
can  stand  under  the  least  patronage,  in  proportion 
to  the  population  and  wealth  of  the  country,  with- 
out changing  its  character,  or  hazarding  a  revolu- 
tion. I  have  not  made  these  assertions  lightly. 
They  are  the  result  of  much  reflection,  and  can  be 
sustained  by  conclusive  reasons  drawn  from  th  e 
itature  of  the  two  Governments;  but  this  is  not  the 
proper  occasion  to  discuss  the  subject. 


REMARKS  OF  MR.  MOORE, 

Of  New  York, 
/n  ihe  Houte  of  RtpreaetUativit,  Febrwnry  4,  1839— 

On  presenting  a  remonstrance  from  citizens  of 

the  District  of  Colombia  against  the  reception 

of  Abolition  petitions,  etc 

Mr.  Spbaker:  I  present  to  the  House  a  remon- 
strance, signed  by  seme  several  hundred  citizens  of 
this  District,  against  the  reception  of  petitions  from, 
citizens  of  the  States,  praying  for  the  abolition  of 
slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia.  The  memo- 
rialists represent  that  they  regard  Congress  as  the . 
local  Legislature  of  this  District,  standing  in  the 
same  relation  to  the  citizens  of  the  District  that  a 
State  Legislature  does  to  the  citizens  of  a  State; 
and  that  they  claim  the  right  to  advise  or  instruct 
the  Congress,  as  their  local  Legislature,  on  all  sub- 
jecu  relating  txclwk^ly  to  the  local  interests  and 
municipal  institutions  of  the  District.  And  further 
— that  they  regard  the  interference  of  persons  re- 
siding without  the  limits  of  the  District,  by  petition 
or  otherwise,  as  infrnftve  and  vrnwarraniabU;  and 
claim  the  paternal  protection  of  Congress  against 
such  interference  with  their  rights  and  interests.  I 
concur  with  the  views  of  the  memorialists,  and 
shall  proceed  to  vindicate  them  to  the  best  of  my 
abilities. 

I  believe,  Mr«  Spsaker,  I  am  justified  in  the  de- 
clnAtion  that  ainoe  I  haya  bad  the  honor  of  a.  seaf 
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Abolition  petitions — Mr.  Moore, 


ID  this  bodjr,  at  least  oae-third  of  onr  time  has  been 
unnecessariJy  wasted,  or  mischitvottslj  employed, 
I  will  Dot  ondertake  to  say  which,  ki  debating  pe- 
titions, resolatioDs,  &c.  &c.  touching  the  abolition 
of  slavery  in  the  District  of  Colombia.  In  other 
words,  if  I  am  correct  in  the  views  which  I  woald 
beg  leave  to  submit  to  the  consideration  of  the 
House  before  I  lake  my  seat,  we  have,  for  the  last 
four  sessions  of  Congress,  consumed  a  large  por- 
tion of  our  time  in  discussing  a  subject  over  which 
the  Federal  Legislature,  in  their  Federal  e^oct^y, 
have  no  jurisdiction.  If  this  be  so,  is  it  not  time  that 
we  pause;  nay,  is  it  not  high  time  that  we  so  change 
our  course  of  action  on  this  exciting  and  vexatious 
subject,  as  to  reject,  outright,  all  petitions  and  me* 
morials  praying  for  the  abolition  of  slavery  in  the 
District  of  Colombia?  It  is  well  known  to  the 
members  of  this  House  that  all  attempts  to  sup- 
press discussion  on  this  subject  have  proved  utter- 
ly abortive.  And  so  long  as  we  continue  to  re- 
ceive petitions  Arom  citizens  of  the  States  on  the 
subject  of  slavery,  so  long  will  our  time,  as  hereto- 
fore, be  occupied  in  agitating  this  question.  Nay, 
it  most  be  apparent  to  all,  now  that  Abolitionism 
has  assumed  a  political  character,  that  this  per- 

Slezing  subject  will  become,  from  year  to  year, 
lore  and  more  embanassing  to  the  Federal  Le- 
gislature, unless  theps  shall  be  found  sufficient 
firmness  in  a  majority  of  its  members  te  shut  down 
the  gate  at  once  upon  all  petitions  of  an  abolition 
character.  And,  sir,  permit  me  to  say,  that  1  am 
not  altogether  confident  the  American  people  do 
not  attach  undue  importance  to  the  *'right  of  peti- 
tion," when  understood  in  a  broad  and  political 
feuse — in  that  sense,  I  mean,  in  which  it  has  ever 
been  regarded  in  England.  When  I  hear  gentle- 
men on  this  floor  declaim  with  so  much  warmth 
and  energy  on  what  they  are  pleased  to  call  the 
"  bUited,  taeredf  and  inutUiudtU  right  (if  the  people  jo 
atiemble  and  to  pe<t/{on  for  redress  of  grievances,"  I 
am  sometimes  inclined  to  believe  that  their  zeal  is 
not  exactly  according  to  knowledge,  and  that  they 
have  not  duly  considered  the  character  and  genius 
of  our  free  institutions. 

It  is  true,  and  to  my  mind  it  is  as  strange  as  it  is 
true,  that  the  Congress  of  1789  deemed  proper  to 
propose  an  amendment  to  the  Constimtion,  recog- 
nising *'thc  right  of  the  people  peaceably  to  assem- 
ble and  petition  the  Gk>vernment  for  a  redress  of 
grievances.'*  The  statesmen  of  that  day,  as  well 
as  those  of  the  present,  were  too  much  in  the  habit 
of  looking  to  England,  not  only  for  precedents,  but 
for  political  priiusiples  and  practices.  And  from  that 
source  did  they  derive  their  ideas  concerning  the  sanc- 
tity and  importance  of  the  right  of  the  people  to  09- 
iembU  and  petition  their  Qovemment.  That  the  right 
of  petition  has  ever  been  held  dear  and  sacred  by  the 
oppressed  and  down  trodden  subjects  of  Qreat  Bri- 
tain, is  not  to  be  marvelled  at.  Nothing  could  be 
more  natural  than  that  a  people,  whose  political 
franchises  had  been  wrenched  from  them  by  the 
iron  hand  of  despotic  power,  should  esteem  it  a 
boon  to  be  graeimsly  permitted  to  ateembU,  and 
make  known  their  wrongs,  and  to  petition,  to  sup- 
plicate for  redress*  It  was  the  only  avenue  to  the 
throne  which  tyranny  had  leA  them;  the  only  mode 
to  obtain,  or  rather  to  solicit,  redress,  which  the 
sovereign  had  vouchsafed  to  them.  The  grievances 
complained  of  by  British  subjects — I  speak  parti- 
cularly in  reference  to  by-gone  times — were  mostly 
general  in  their  effects,  and  political  in  their  cha- 
racter, and  originated  with  the  Government.  And 
the  only  general  or  political  remedy,  if  remedy  it 
could  be  called,  which  the  subjects  were  permitted 
to  apply,  was  to  assemhU  and  petition  the  crown  re- 
lative thereto.  Hence,  ever  associated  with  the 
"nghl  qfpttUUm"  is  the  idea  of  an  expreetion  of  the 
public  tefUvnefU,  or  of  the  public  will.  But  with  what 
propriety  this  identical  idea  has  been  transferred  to 
the  American  Constitutu>n,  I  confess  I  am  at  a  loss 
to  determine. 

In  England,  especially  in  the  reign  of  King  John, 
of  ''Magna  Charta?*  memory,  and  of  the  first  three 
Henrys,  the  people  loudly  and  earnestly  clamored 
for  the  right  of  petition,  because  their  voice  could 
only  reach  the  throne  through  the  medium  of  sup- 
plication—of  petition.  It  was  the  omnipotency  of 
the  prince  on  the  one  hand,  and  the  impotence  of 
the  subject  on  the  other*     Under  sack  ciroam- 


stances,  it  was  not  only  natural  but  politic  for  the 
ffu6;eef  to  address  the  sotereign  in  the  abject  lan- 
guage of  supplication — of  petition.  But,  sir,  does 
it  become  American  freemen,  the  eovereign  people-^ 
in  whom  aU  power  resides — to  approach  their  repre- 
sentatives— their  agents — their  servants — the  crea- 
tures of  their  own  making — with  the  abject,  ser- 
vile language  of  petition,  prayer,  supplicationi  No, 
sir,  no!  Thank  GK>dl  it  is  the  peculiar  province, 
the  proud  privilege  of  the  American  people,  to 
speak  to  those  in  power,  on  all  subjects  oC  general 
political  momeiU,  in  the  potent  and  authoritative 
language  of  insimetion — of  dictation.  And  who 
will  affirm  that  the  right  to  ififfnief,  to  dictate,  does 
net  supersede  the  poor  privilege  to  petition?  What, 
sir;  shall  it  be  deemed  a  privilege  for  the  ereotor 
to  supplicate  the  ereaturef  The  tnaster  to  petition 
the  eervant?  Why,  sir,  this  would  be  inverting  the 
order  of  things  with  a  witness.  I  hold  that  it  is 
not  befitting  the  Americali  people  to  address 
the  language  of  prayer — of  petition— of  supplica- 
tion— ta  any  power  save  to  that  of  Almigfa^  pow- 
er. When  freemen  pray,  let  them  supplicate  the 
only  power  superior  to  their  own— the  God  of  the 
Universe! 

But,  sir,  it  is  not  my  intention  to  dwell  longer,  at 
this  time,  on  this  subject.  On  some  future  day  I 
may  enter  fully  into  a  discussion  of  this  question. 
It  shall  now  be  my  object  to  prove — admitting  the 
right  of  petition,  as  I  now  do,  in  all  its  length  and 
breadth — that  the  citizens  of  the  States  have  no 
right  to  petition  Congress  to  abolish  slavery  in  the 
District  of  Columbia.  Let  no  man  charge.me  with 
a  desire  to  strangle  the  right  of  petition  in  order  to 
make  out  my  case.  1  hold  that  I  am  not  obnox- 
ious to  the  charge.  I  am  the  last  man  that 
would  attempt,  by  word  or  deed,  'directly  or  indi- 
rectly, to  embarrass  or  abridge  the  legi^mate  eser- 
eiee  of  any  valuable  right.  Nor,  sir,  would  I  bring 
any  important  privilege  into  disrepute  or  contempt 
by  the  abtae  of  it.  And  1  contend  that  it  is  as  much 
an  abuse  of  this  privilege  for  the  citiaens  of  the 
States,  and  especially  the  non-slaveholding  States, 
to  petition  the  American  Congres(|to  abolisfaislavery 
in  the  District  of  Columbia,  as  it  would  be  for  such 
citizens  to  petition  the  Parliament  of  Great  Bri- 
tain, or  the  French  Chamber  of  Deputies,  for  a  like 
purpose;  or  as  it  would  be  for  the  citizens  of  Maine 
to  petition  the  Legislature  of  Virginia  to  abolish 
slavery  within  the  limits  of  that  State.  No  man, 
in  the  possession  of  his  wits,  having  the  least  ac- 
quaintance with  the  character  of  our  Government, 
will  assert  that  it  would  be  a  denial  of  the  right  of 
petition  for  the  Legislature  of  Virginia  to  reject  pe- 
titions from  the  citizens  of  theStafe  of  Maine, 
praying  for  the  abolition  of  slavery.  And 
if  it  would  not  be  a  denial  of%the  right  of  peti- 
tion in  this  case,  how  can  it  be  a  denial  of  that 
right  for  the  Legislature  of  this  District  to  reject 
petitions  of  like  import  from  citizens  of  the  Statesi 
Would  it  not  be  equally  proper  for  the  citizens 
of  the  District  of  Columbia  to  petition  the  Legisla- 
ture of  Massachusetts  to  pass  laws  for  the  relief 
and  melioration  of  the  condition  of  the  laborers 
employed  in  the  manufactories  of  that  State,  as  for 
the  citizens  of  Massachusetts  to  petition  Congress 
to  abolish  slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia?  If 
a  rejection  of  petitions  would  not  be  a  denial  of 
the  right  of  petition  in  the  one  case,  how  could  it  be 
so  in  the  othei?  For  I  contend,  and  shall  show  most 
conclusively,  that  the  citizens  of  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia have  the  same  right  to  interfere  in  the  in- 
ternal police  of  Massachusetts,  that  the  citizens  of 
Massachusetts  have  to  interfere  in  the  internal  po- 
lice of  the  District  of  Ct>lurobia. 

It  will  be  perceived  by  the  House,  from  what  I 
have  stated,  that  I  rigard  Congress  as  the  local  Le  • 
gislature  of  this  District;  standing  in  the  same  re- 
lation, in  one  respect,  to  the  citizens  of  the  Dis- 
trict, as  do  the  State  Legislatures  to  the  citizen  of 
the  States.  Entertaining  this  opinion,  then,  I  con- 
tend that  the  rejection  by  Congress  of  petitions, 
coming  from  citizens  of  any  of  the  States,  prajring 
for  the  abolition  of  slavery  in  the  District  of  Co- 
lombia, is  no  more  a  denial  of  the  right  of  petition 
than  it  would  be  for  the  I>gislatnre  of  BCaryland 
or  of  Arkansas  to  reject  petitions  cpming  ftom 
citizens  of  Vermont  or  Rhode  Island,  praying  for 
the  abolition  of  [slavezy.    It  will  be  ooneeded  bj  I 


all— at  least  by  all  professing  the  Demoentie  M 
— that  "every  fru  dHxen   must  he  refnumted^^ 
and     that    the    power    qf   tke  repnaeiUaim  \ 
dervoed     from     the     wi/i     of    At    refriuiitBt 
This  elementary  principle  of  the  Americaa  Coa. 
stitution  forms  the  basis  of  all  legislation.    This 
being  so,  it  foUows,  that  the  free  citizens  of  ikig 
District  "must  be  represented.'^     Prerioostoihe 
cession  of  the  "  ten  miles  square,'*  hy  the  Stites 
of  Maryland  and  Virginia,  the  citizens  of  ihae 
States  residing  within  the  present  limits  of  tUi 
District  were  represented  by  the  respeetinf  Legis. 
latures  of  these  States.    And  as  neither  Virgiaii 
nor  Bifaryland  had  the  power  so  far  todisfruebiR 
their  citiaens  as  to  deprive  them  ol  ^Hke  li^fitu 
be  repretenfetf,"  that  right,  of  course,  remaivBB- 
impaired.  The  States  making  the  "c«biob"  onM 
delegate  no  power  to  Congress  which  thty  them* 
selves  did  not  possess;  consequently,  Goagresen 
exercise  no  powtr  by  virtue  of  the  **ads  of  ees^ 
sion/*  which  it  would  not  have  been  competent  foi 
those  States  to  have  eiereised.     The  citiaeu  of 
the  District  of  Columbia,  therefore,  like  all  other 
(ret  citizens,  are  entitled  to  be  represented.  And 
as  they  ire  not  represented  by  the  Slates  vhieh 
made    the  "  cession,"  they  must,  neceataiily,  be 
represented  by  Congress,  to  whom  die  **eemA* 
was  made.     But  what  must  be  regard  ai  d^ 
cisive  on  this   point,  is   the   fact  that  Coagrai 
may  tax  the  citizens  of  the  District  of  GolvBtbii, 
just  as  a  State  Legislature  may  tax  tbeeitiMiof 
a  State.    Sir,  the  character  and  genius  of  oar  free 
Qovemment  preclude,  repudiate,  and  ahhorik 
idea  of  taxation  without  npreteniaHoH.    Sir,  the 
Congress  of  the  United  States  are  the  represottt 
tives  of  the  citiaens  of  the  District  of  GolamMi. 
Congress,  as  a  legislative  body,  exercise  ivo  g|K> 
cies  of  legislative  power  ^ver  this  District;  the  oae 
Federal,  the  other  municipal.    The  first,  limited  v 
to  its  objeetty  but  co-extensive  with  the  Uoioa.  Tk 
last,  unlimited  as  to  objects,  but  ioopeiaiivebe^ 
the  territorial  limits  of  this  Distrust.    The  lelatin 
in  which  Congress  stands  to  the  citizens  of  iIm  Dis- 
trict, therefore,  is  twofold.    First,  as  the  repwai- 
tatives  of  the  whole  Union;  and  second,  as  the  kttl 
Lq^islature  of  the  District.    In  the  laUerapadt^ 
Congress  stand  precisely  in  the  same  reiatifla  10 
the  citizens  of  the  District  as  the  State  LegishlnRS 
do  to  the  citizens  of  the  States  and,  ooosequenci;, 
are  as  much  bound,  in  all  their  acts  ^^diHgnadi 
thie  Diitnet,  to  obey  the  will  of  the  people  iiaih« 
within  the  limits  of  the  District,  asare  Sute  Up^ 
latures  to  obey  the  will  of  the  citizens  of  theSMM 
Without  the  consent  of  the  paopAe  of  the  Mnj 
therefore.    Congress   hare    no   right   to  awl* 
slavery  within  its  limits.    Congress,  as  the  Miri 
Legislature,  acting  in  their   federative  oapiei^i 
have  no  more  right  to  abolish  slavery  ia  lheOi» 
trict  of  Columbia  than  they  have  to  abdish  akwTf 
in  the  State  of  South  Carolina.    If  GongRS  pot- 
sess  the  power  at  all,  they  ean  only  exeieise  it » 
the  local  Legislature  of  the  District,  and  in  fW' 
suanoe  of  the  will  of  the  citisens  residing  mB| 
the  limits  of  the  District.    To  affirm  the  eoatmri 
to  assert  that  the  municipal  institutions,  the  di- 
mestic  or  local  rights  and  interests  of  the  dam 
of  the  District  of  Columbia  are  subject  10  they 
bitrary  will  and  control  of  the  citisena  of  ifiM^ 
distinct,  and  independent  States  or  commaaiii^ 
or,  which  is  in  effect  the  same,  of  C(«gi«^  <  > 
assert  that  the  people  of  the  District  do  not  pW 
the  right  of  8elf*«ovemment,  and  that  lhepo«v« 
Congress  over  them  and  iheirs  is  plenary  and  ab»> 
lute.    Who  will  avow  this  openly?   Whowal«^ 
in  direct  terms,  that  Congiess,  or  theciti«8B»rf» 
mote  States,  through  their  immediate  BtjiMm 
tives  in  Congress,  may  rightfully  and  coosiM» 
ally  interfere  widi  and  control  the  whole  ib» 
police  of  the  District,  in  defiance  of  the  wiA»«i 
regardless  of  the  remonstrances  of  its  ciIbMb 
Who,  1  ask,  will  openly  confess  himself  the  m^ 
cate  of  doctrines  and  principles  so  alien  to  ii<li» 
racter  and  genius  of  oar  Government,  so'^qfl 
with  tyranny  and  despotism,  and  so  uiwiyngy 
nant  to  the  great  principle  upon  which  ovM^ 
tions  are  founded— the  right  of  the  people  to  b$m 
presented,  or,  in  other  words,  the  right  of  As  |^ 
pie  to  self-govemmenH    Let  htei  who  vomni 
fH  the  righto  of  a  oommaiilQr  rameaber  thitf  # 
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blow  would  be  equally  dangeroas  to  Uberty  as  i^ 
aimed  at  ihe  rights  qf  individuais.  I  shall  be  told 
of  course,  that,  by  the  16th  article  of  the  8th  sec 
tioQ  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  Con- 
gress have  *'ezclasive  jnrisdiction  over  the  ten  miles 
sqaare."  Well,  •ir,  how  are  we  to  understand 
this  exclusive  legislative  powert  Why,  sir,  in 
Ike  first  place,  it  was  evidently  the  intention  of  the 
framers  of  the  Constitution  to  exclude  from  the  ter- 
ritory embracing  the  seat  of  the  Federal  Legis- 
lature the  jurisdiction  of  the  States  which  should 
eede  such  territory,  as  well  as  all  other  State  autho- 
rity. And,  in  the  second  place,  that  Congress,  as  the 
local  ]>gislature  of  such  District,  should  assume  the 
jarisdiction  and  exercise  the  legislative  powers  sur- 
lendered  up  by  the  States  which  made  the  "  ces- 
sionj'^  and  Congress,  in  pursuance  of  this  right  of 
**  exclusive  jurisdiction,'*  exercise  the  same  le- 
^gialative  functions  over  the  District  of  Columbia, 
when  acting  in  their  local  capacity,  that  the  State 
I^ttiatiires  do  over  the  States.  When  Congress, 
therefore,  act  in  pursuance  of  their  exclusive  le- 
gislative power  over  the  »*  ten  miles  square,"  they 
abandoa  their  national  functions,  and  assume  the 
fractions  of  a  local  or  Stale  Legislature;  and  all 
the  laws  passed  by  Congress,  when  acting  in  this 
local. capacity,  are  limited  in  their  operation  to 
the  territory  comprising  the  "  ten  miles  square," 
just  as  the  laws  enacted  by  a  State  Legislature  are 
jttopefatlve  beyond  the  limits  of  such  State.  In 
oihcr  words,  laws  passed  by  Congress  in  their 
local  l^islative  capacity,  are  no  more  obligatory 
beyond  the  bounds  of  this  District,  than  are  laws 
paned  by  the  Legislature  of  Maryland,  for  exam- 
ple, binding  beyond  the  limits  of  Maryland.  In  this 
opinion  I  am  folly  sustained  by  a  decision  of  the 
Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States.  The  Court 
decided  that  the  tickets  In  a  lottery  authorized  by  a 
law  of  Googrevs  within  the  Disirict  of  Columbia, 
could  not  be  vended  in  the  Stale  of  Virginia,  in 
eontravention  of  the  laws  of  that  Slate.  (Cohens 
vemu  Virginia.) 

The  general  or  national  poWelfs  which  Congress 
exercise  mw,  and  which  are  binding  upotiy  the 
Slates,  were  delegated  by  the  States;  and  the  pow- 
ers of  **exclusive  legislation,"  which  Congress 
exercise  over  the  District  of  Columbia,  and  which 
are  effective  only  wilhin  the  District,  were  derived 
from  the  States  of  Maryland  and  Virginia,  by  vir- 
tue of  certain  acts  in  which  they  ceded  to  Congress 
this  District.  Had  Congress  been  invested  with 
tto  other  power  than  that  of  exeluahe  tegislation 
over  the  "ten  miles  Fqoare,"  could  there  be  any 
question  with  regard  to  the  extent  of  their  powerl 
Or  would  it  have  been  alleged  in  that  case  that  all 
laws  passed  by  Cengress  were  essentially  national 
ia  iheir  character,  and  operative  without,  as  well 
as  within,  the  limits  of  the  District?  I  presume 
Mot,  sir;  because  the  power  of  exelurive  UgisMon 
which  Congress  exercise  over  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia can  be  of  no  greater  extent  than  if  such 
power  had  been  the  (mly  one  conferred.  Congress 
cannot  exercise  exclusive  legislative  power  over 
Ihe  States,  because  of  the  reservation  of  power  to 
the  States,  or  to  the  people  thereof.  Even  over 
the  ''ten  miles  square"  the  power  of  Congress  is 
litnited  by  the  acts  of  "cession."    With  what  pro- 

griety,  then,  can  it  be  contended  that  because  a 
iw  is  passed  by  Congress  it  is,  therefore,  a  law 
of  the  United  States,  and  of  universal  obligation? 
Ko,  sir;  whenever  Congress  legislate  in  virtue  of 
their  local  and  exclusive  jurisdiction  over  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  they  act  as  a  local  or  municipal 
Z^egislatnre,  and  the  acta  passed  by  them,  in  that  ca- 
pacity, a(e  limited  in  their  operation  to  the  territory 
of  t»e  District.  A  law  of  Congress,  to  have  the 
effect  of  a  law  of  the  tJniied  States,  must  be  pass- 
ed in  execution  of  same  of  the  Federal  powers,  or, 
in  other  words,  in  pursuance  of  delegated  power. 
Sot  all  laws  of  Congress  passed  in  virtue  of  the 

S^wer  to  exercise  exclusive  legislatfon  over  the 
isiriet  of  Columbia,  arc  local  or  municipal  in 
their  eharacter,  and  cannot  operate  extra-territo- 
rlaWy,  or  beyond  the  limits  of  the  District.  True, 
'Aere  are  certain  laws  passed  by  Congress  which 
hmve  ft  local  reference  to  this  District,  and  which 
proceed  from  the  delegated  powers  with  which  Con- 
'  IS  ate  invested.  Acts  appropriating  moneys  for 
erection  of  public  buildings,  ^fcc.,  are  of  thte 


description.  These  acts,  although  local  ^n  their  im- 
mediate operation,  have  reference  to  national  ob- 
jects, are  passed  in  virtue  of  the  general  legislative 
powers,  and  are  general  or  national  in  their  cha- 
racter. 

Congress  can  exercise  no  power  by  virtue  of  the 
I6ih  article  of  the  8th  section  of  the  Constitution 
over  the  District  of  Columbia,  that  it  would  not 
have  been  competent  for  Maryland  and  Virginia  to 
have  exercised  prior  to  making  the  cession.  The 
"exclusive  powers  of  legislation,"  therefore,  pos- 
sessed by  Congress  over  the  'Hen  miles  square, 
are  of  the  kind  which  were  never  delegated  to 
the  G^eneral  Qovernment,  but  reserved  to  the 
States.  To  say  that  the  power  of  exolusive  legis- 
lation conferred  upon  Congress  by  the  sixteenth 
article  of  the  eighth  section  of  the  Constitution, 
embraced  any  of  the  general  powers  contained  in 
any  of  the  fifteen  preceding  articles  of  the  eighth 
section,  would  be  to  charge  the  framers  of  the 
Constitution  with  granting  a  repetition  of  powers 
by  distinct  articles.  This  is  not  to  be  presumed. 
Neither  is  it  to  be  presumed  that  the  framers  of  the 
Constitution  conferred  upon  Congress  Federal 
powers  concurrent  with  existing  State  powers. 
No,  sirt  the  framers  of  the  American  Constitution, 
as  wise  and  patriotic  men,  conferred  no  powers 
upon  Congress  that  were  calculated  to  beget  strife 
and  contention,  and  instead  of  promoting,  mar  the 
harmoay  which  ever  ought  to  subsist  between  the 
National  and  State  Qovemments.  And  equally 
wise  and  cautious  were  they  in  combining  the 
Federal  and  local  or  State  powers 4n  such  manner 
as  that  Congress,  in  discharging  the  double  func- 
tions of  a  Federal  and  State  Legislature,  should 
not  confound,  nor  produce  a  collision  between 
these  powers  or  functions.  Thus  Congress,  I  re- 
peat, as  the  General  or  Federal  Legislature,  exer- 
cise the  general  powers  delegated  by  the  States; 
and  as  a  local  or  State  Legislature,  exercise, 
from  time  to  time,  the  reserved  and  undelegated 
powers  pertaining  to  the  States.  In  the  for- 
mer capacity,  Congress  may  declare  war,  or 
make  peace,  "coin  money  and  regulate  the 
value  thereof,"  &c.  but  cannot  legislate  with  re- 
gard to  the  local  wants  and  interests  of  this  Dis- 
trict. But  in  the  latter  capacity.  Congress  may 
incorporate  companies,  build  bridges,  open  streets; 
in  a  word,  supply  the  wants  and  meet  the  exigen- 
cies of  the  District,  precisely  in  the  same  manner 
that  a  State  Legislature  may  do  with  regard  to  a 
State.  And  the  laws  passed  by  Congress  in  this 
State  or  local  capacity,  are  necessarily  limited  in 
their  operation  to  the  District  of  Columbia,  pre- 
cisely as  a  State  law  is  confined  in  its  operation  to 
the  Sute  limits.  If  the  laws  passed  by  Congress . 
in  their  local  legislative  capacity  had  the  effect  of 
UnitM  States  laws,  the  banks  of  this  District 
would  be  United  States  banlra,  and  the  insorance 
companies  United  States  insurance  companies. 

The  District  of  Columbia  is,  in  all  respects, 
whether  as  a  sovereignty  or  as  a  community,  as 
much  independent  of  the  Federal  Legislature,  when 
actinic  in  their  Federal  capacity,  as  are  Georgia 
and  North  Carolina,  or  as  those  States  arc  of  each 
other.  The  Ftderal  Legisla:ure,  thereforfc,  as  such, 
possess  no  more  power  over  the  subject  of  slavery 
within  the  limits  of  this  District,  than  they  do 
over  that  subject  wilhin  the  limits  ot  those  States. 
Consequently,  Congress  are  no  more  bound  to  re- 
ceive petitions  from  the  citizens  of  the  States  pray- 
ing for  the  abolition  of  slavery  in  tiae  District  of 
Columbia,  than  the  Legislature  of  a  sovereign  and 
independent  State  would  be  bound  to  receive  peti- 
tions from  the  citizens  of  another  sovereign  and 
independent  State;  or,  than  the  Legislature  of  a 
State  would  be  bound  to  receive  petitions  from  the 
citizens  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  touching  the 
domestic  interests  and  internal  police  of  such 
State.  Hence  the  popular  fallacy  with  regard  to 
the  right  of  petition.  The  question  is  not  as  to 
the  rl^ht  of  petition,  but  as  to  the  destination  or 
direction  which  petitions  should  take.  Admitting 
that  the  citizens  of  a  State  have  a  right  to  petition 
their  Legislature,  touching  any  subject  of  grievance, 
over  which  the  Legislature  may  have  jurisdiction, 
and  that  the  citizens  of  the  United  States  have 
also  a  right  to  petition  the  Federal  Legislature  on 
All  subjects  of  a  Federal  character,  does  it  follow^ 


therefore,  that  the  citizens  of  one  State  have  a 
right  to  petition  the  Legislature  of  another  State, 
concerning  its  domestic  institutions  and  internal 
police)  Or,  that  citizens  of  the  United  States 
have  a  right  to  petition  the  Federal  Legislature 
on  a  subject  that  is  not  Federal,  but  strictly  local 
in  its  character,  and  with  which  the  petitioners 
have  no  right  to  intermeddle?  Certainly  not. 
And  as  the  citizens  of  Vermont  or  Connecticut, 
lor  example,  have  no  more  right  to  interfere 
with  the  domestic  institutions  of  the  District  of 
Columbia  than  they  have  with  the  domestic  in- 
stitutions of  the  State  of  Maryland  or  of  Virginia, 
which  is  just  none  at  all,  they  might,  with  the 
same  propriety,  petition  the  Legislatures  of  ^hose 
States  to  abolish  slavery  within  their  limits,  as  to 
petition  the  local  Legislature  of  this  District  to 
abolish  slavery  within  its  limits.  And  as  it  would 
not,  and  could  not,  be  considered  a  denial  of  the 
right  of  petition  on  the  part  of  the  Legislature  of 
either  of  those  States  to  reject  snch  petitions,  so 
neither  could  it  be  regarded  as  a  denial  of  such 
right  for  Congress,  the  local  Legislature  of  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  (and  it  has  been  already  shown 
that  it  is  only  in  this  local  capacity  that  Congress  can 
have  jurisdiction  over  the  subject  at  all,)  to  reject 
similar  petitions  from  citizens  of  thoxe  or  any  otheV 
States.  It  matters  not,  therefore,  whether  Congress 
have  the  power  to  abolish  slavery  within  the  Dis** 
trict  of  Columbia  or  not,  as  Congress  is  not  bound, 
in  either  case,  to  receive  petitions  from  the  citizens 
of  the  States  touching  the  subject  of  slavery  within 
this  District — such  citizens  having  no  right  to  inter- 
fere with  this,  or  any  other  subject  of  internal  po- 
lice within  the  District.  What,  sir — could  it  be  re- 
garded as  a  denial  of  the  Itgitinuae  exercise  of  the 
right  qf  petition  on  the  part  of  Congress,  to  reject 
petitions  from  citizens  of  the  States  praying  Con- 
gress to  narrow  or  widen  the  streets  in  this  city, 
or  in  the  city  of  Georgetown,  or  of  Alexandria,  or 
to  repeal  the  charters  of  the  incorporated  compa- 
nies within  this  District,  or  otherwise  to  change,  al- 
ter, or  in  any  way  to  affect  the  municipal  institu- 
tions or  internal  police  of  the  District?  No  man,  I 
apprehend,  will  so  allege.  And  why  not?  For 
the  reason,  sir,  that  the  petitioners  would  have  no 
right  or  authority  to  intermeddle  with  the  local 
rights  and  interests  of  an  independent  community 
—a  community  as  absolutely  independent  of 
the  petitioners,  in  all  the  respects  just  men- 
tioned, as  are  the  municipalities  of  France? 
And  as  the  institution  of  slavery  in  the 
District  of  Columbia,  as  well  as  in  the  slave  States, 
is,  in  all  respects,  and  to  all  intents  and  purposes, 
local  in  its  character.  Congress  are  no  more  bound 
to  entertain  petitions  from  citizens  of  the  States, 
asking  for  its  abolition,  than  if  such  petitions  re- 
lated to  the  municipal  institutions  of  a  foreign  coun- 
try. If  Congress  would  not  be  bound  to  receive 
petitions  in  the  one  case,  they  would  not  in  the 
other;  and,  consequently,  if  it  would  not  be  a  denial 
of  the  right  of  petition  to  reject,  in  the  one  case,  it 
would  not  be  so  in  the  other.  I  repeat,  then,  that 
whether  Congress  have  the  power  to  abolish  slavery 
within  the  District  of  Columbia  or  not,  it  c  innot  be 
regarded  as  a  denial  of  the  right  of  petition  for 
Congress  to  reject  petitions  from  citizens  of  tha 
Slates,  praying  for  the  exercise  of  such  right,  no 
more  than  it  would  be  for  them  to  reject  petitions 
from  the  subjects  of  a  foreign  power,  asking  for  si- 
milar action.  Were  the  institution  of  slavery,  in 
the  District  of  Columbia,  general  and  natioaal  in  ^ 
its  character,  instead  of  being,  as  it  is,  strictly  and 
essentially  local  and  municipal,  then  would  the 
citizens  of  the  States,  I  grant,  be  authorized  to  pe- 
tition the  National  Legislature  concerning  it;  and 
the  National  Legislature,  recognising  the  right  of 
petition,  would  be  bound  to  receive  such  petitions, 
it  couched  in  respectful  language.  But  under  our 
existing  form  of  Government,  and  under  existing 
circumstances,  Congress  are  not  bound,  and  in 
truth  have  no  legitimate  right,  to  entertain  petitions 
fVom  individuals  residing  without  the  limits  of  this 
District,  touching  the  abolition  of  »lavery,  or  any 
other  subject  of  a  local  and  rannicipal  character, 
afl>cting,  merely,  the  citizens  residing  within  the 
District. 

Such  being  my  views,  then,  I  can  but  regard 
tiiooe  petitioners— resident  of  the  States— praying 
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Congress  to  abolish  slavery  in  the  District  of  Co- 
lambia,  as  guility  of  an  impertinent  and  anwarran- 
tabla  interference  with  the  rights,  priWleges,  and 
interests  of  a  free,  and  indepeadent  community. 
And  so  long,  sir,  as  I  entertain  iHy  present  opinions, 
I  shall  feel  constrained  to  reprobate  any  action  on 
the  pUrt  of  Congress  which  may  be  calcialated  to 
give  coantenanc6  and  encouragement  to  such  mis- 
chievous and  audacious  interference.  Sir,  by  re* 
ceiring  these  petitions,  we  tacitly  yield  our  assent 
to  acts  of  aggression  on  the  rigits  of  those  whom  it 
is  our  peciiliar  duty  and  prorince  to  defend  and 
protect. 

Let  Congress  promptly  reject  all  petitions,  ema- 
nating from  citizens  of  die  States,  praying  for  the 
abolition  of  slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia, 
and  this  corroding  and  wide  spreading  evil  will  be 
speedily  arres'ed.  The  halls  of  Congress,  sir,  have 
beee  converted  into  abolition  laboratories,  whera 
this  aocumulatng  mischief  is  compounded  and  re- 
fined, where  it  receives  its  point  and  potency,  and 
whence  it  ia  fulminated  upon  the  country. 

ibut  again,  sir^  Congress  have  no  constitutional  an- 
thority  \o  abolish  slavery  in  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia, without  the  consent  of  the  slave  owners.  The 
Constitution  declares  that  <*no  person  shall  be  de- 
prived of  his  property  without  due  process  of  law; 
and  that  private  properly  shall  not  be  taken  for 
public  use  without  compensation."  An  attempt  to 
render  this  language  of  the  Constitution  more  ex- 
ploit or  more  emphatic,  b^  any  comments  of  mine, 
could  but  be  regarded  as  a  reflection  upon  the  in- 
telligence of  this  House.  If  Congress  cannot  con- 
stitutionally take  private  property,  except  it  be  for 
public  use,  and  only  then  by  making  compensation 
to  the  owners  thsreof,  and  this  is  the  only  true  and 
legitimate  construction,  by  what  authority  can  they 
tl^rest  from  citizens  of  this  District  their  private 
property?  Such  acts  unquestionably  would  be 
without  the  shadow  of  constitutional  warrant.  The 
advocates  of  Abolitionism,  therefore,  in  order  to 
surmount  this  constitutional  impediment  to  their 
schemes,  must  show,  in  the  first  place,  that  the  citi- 
.  zens  of  the  District  of  Columbia  constitute  no  part 
of  the  citizens  of  the  United  States;  and,  in  the  se- 
cond place,  that  slave  property  is  not  private  pro- 
rirty.  Whenever  they  shall  successfully  do  this, 
will  admit  that  the  American  Constitution  affords 
no  guarantee  against  the  violation  of  the  rights  of 
property,  and  that  Congress  may,  constitutionally, 
abolish  slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  without 
the  consent  of  the  slave  owners;  but  not  till  then. 

If  the  citizens  of  this  District  may  have  one  spe- 
cies of  property  wrested  from  them  by  the  high  hand 
of  power,  what  security  have  they  that  their  proper- 
ty of  whatsoever  kind  will  not  share  a  similar  fate? 
But,  sir,  this  supposition  cannot  be  tolerated  for  a 
moment.  The  doctrine  strikes  at  the  very  root  of 
all  free  government,  and  is,  to  all  intents  and  pur- 
poses, subversive  of  the  social  compact.  In  the  lan- 
guage of  the  Supreme  Court,  "  There  are  acts  which 
the  Federal  or  State  Legielatwns  cannot  do,  without 
exceeding  their  authority.  There  are  certain  vital 
principles  in  our  free  Republican  Gtovernment, 
which  will  determine  and  overrule  an  apparent  and 
flagrant  abuse  of  legislative  power;  as  to  authorize 
pianifest  injustice  by  positive  law,  or  to  take  away 
that  security  for  personal  liberty  or  private  pro- 
perty, for  the  protection  whereof  the  Government 
was  established.  An  act  of  the  Legislature,  con- 
trary to  the  great  first  yrineipUs  of  the  socio/  compadt 
eawnot  he  conndered  a  rightful  exercise  of  legisla^ 
tive  authority-  The  obligation  of  a  law,  in  go- 
vernments established  on  express  compact,  and 
on  Republican  principles,  must  be  determined  by 
the  nature  of  the  power  on  which  it  is  founded. 
A  few  instances  will  suffice  to  explain.  A  law 
that  punished  a  citizen  for  an  innocent  action,  or 
that  was  in  violation  of  an  existing  law;  a  law  that 
destroys  or  impairs  the  obligation  of  the  law- 
ful private  contracts  of  citizens;  a  law  that  makes 
a  man  a  judge  in  his  own  case;  or  a  law  that 
takes  property  from  A,  and  gives  it  to  B.  It  is 
against  all  reason  and  justice  for  a  people  to  en- 
trust a  Legislature  with  such  powers,  and  therefore 
it  cannot  be  presumed  that  they  have  done  it  The 
Legislature  may  enjoin  or  permit,  forbid  or  punisb; 
they  may  declare  new  crimes,  and  establish  rules 
of  conduct  for  ftituie   cases;  but  they  cannot 


change  innocence  into  guilt,  or  pumsh  innocence 
as  a  crime,  or  violate  the  rights  of  an  antecedent 
lawful  private  contract,  or  the  rights  of  private  pro- 
perty. To  maintain  that  our  Federal  or  State  Li- 
gislatwres  possess  such  powers,  even  if  they  had  not 
been  expressly  restrained,  tpottkl  6c  a  poUtieal  here- 
sy,  altogether  vrtadmiidble  in  oUrfree  RefndfUcan  Oo- 
vemment.*^  'the  principles  here  affirmed  by  the 
Supreme  Court  are  unquestionably  sound,  and 
they  apply  as  well  to  the  citizens  of  this  District, 
as  to  these  of  the  States.  Congress,  therefore,  can 
do  no  act  affecting  the  rights  of  property  in  the 
District,  that  they  are  prohibited  to  do  in  the 
States.  With  what  propriety,  then,  can  it  be  con- 
tended that  Congress  are  bound  to  receive  petitions 
en  a  subject  upon  which  tliey  have  no  constitutional 
right  to  acti  Suppose  individuals  should  peti- 
tion Congres  to  pass  a  "law  respecting  an  esta' 
blishment  of  re.igion,  or  prohibiting  the  free 
exerdse  thereof,'*  or,  to  "  abridge  the  freedom 
of  speech,  or  of  the  press,"  would  it,  or  could  it 
be  regarded  as  a  denial  of  the  right  of  petition  for 
Congress  to  reject  such  petitions?  No  sane 
man  will  so  aver;  because  tne  petitioners  would, 
in  effect,  require  Congress  to  violate  the  Con- 
stituion.  And  would  it  not  be  equally  a  vio- 
lation of  the  Cohstittition  for  Congress  to  pass 
an  act  depriving  individuals  of  their  property 
without  "due  process  of  law?"  pr  to  take -"private 
property"  without  "just  compensation?"  Most  un- 
questionably it  would.  Let  us  consider,  then,  for  a 
moment,  the  nature  of  the  demand  made  upon  us 
by  the  Abolitionists.  And  let  us  see  whether  that 
demand  be  in  accordance  with  their  sturdy  preten- 
sions to  pietv  afad  patriotism  or  not?  They  petition, 
besiege,  and  implore  its  to  do  what?  Wliy,  sir,  to 
repudiate  the  principles  of  the  Federal  compact — to 
violate  the  national  faith— to  violate  the  rights  of 
private  property — to  trample  upon  the  Constitution 
which  we  have  sworn  to  support,  and  consequently 
to  pollute  and  blacken  our  souls  with  the  terrific, 
crime  ot  perjury!  Yes,  sir,  all  this  do  the  Aboli- 
tionists require  at  our  hands,  when  they  ask  us  to 
abolish  slavery — **«  a  great  moral  c«i*" — ^in  the 
District  of  Columbia. 

But  this  is  not  all.  The  Abolitionists  design  to 
effect  the  abolition  of  slavery  in  the  States,  also: 
and  it  is  worse  than  idle — it  is  dishonest  and 
insolently  hypocritical  in  them  to  pretend  that  their 
schemes  and  efforts  are  limited  to  the  District  of 
Columbia  and  the  Territories.  Every  body  knows, 
and  many  of  the  Abolitionirts  themselves  confess 
that  such  is  not  the  fact.  It  is  as  much  their  inten- 
tion to  accomplish  the  abolition  of  slavery  in  the 
States,  as  in  the  Territories,  or  in  this  District. 
Such  being  the  case,  then,  let  us  examine,  for  a 
moment,  the  nature  and  tendency  of  the  abolition 
movement.  It  will  be  acknowledged  by  all^that, 
prior  to  the  organization  of  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment, the  S^tes  were,  in  all  respects,  and  to  ail  in- 
tents and  purposes,  sovereign  and  independent 
States  or  nations,  and,  as  such,  no  one  State,  of 
course,  could  interfere  with  the  rights  or  internal 
police  of  another  State,  without  a  violation  of  in- 
ternational law.  An  attempt,  therefore,  on  the  part 
of  Massachusetts,  for  instance,  to  abolish  slavery 
in  Georgia,  would  have  been  truly  and  properly  re- 
garded by  Georgia  as  an  aggression  upon  her  na- 
tional rights, an  assault  upon  her  State  sovereignty, 
and  as  a  virtual  denial  of  her  independency  as  a  State 
or  nation.  What  would  have  been  true  then,  would 
be  equally  true  now*  Any  interference  on  the  part 
of  Massachusetts  with  the  subject  of  slavery  in 
Georgia,  is  as  clearly  wrong — as  much  an  infrac- 
tion of  international  law — since  the  formation  of 
the  Federal  Government,  as  it  would  have  been 
prior  to  that  event.  The  States,  under  the  Consti- 
tution, are  as  essentially  and  as  absolutely  sove- 
reign— where  their  sovereignty  is  not  limited  by  the 
Constitution — ^as  they  were  before  the  formation  of 
the  Constitution.  And  as  slavery  exists  in  the 
States — not  by  virtue  of  the  Constitution,  but  by 
virtue  of  State  sovereignty  alone — ^it  necessarily  fol- 
lows that  it  is  without  and  beyond  the  power  of  the 
Federal  Government  to  abolish  it.  Congress  have 
no  more  right  to  interfere  with  the  institution  of  sla- 
very in  the  States  than  they  have  to  interfere  with 
the  internal  institations  of  a  foreign  power,  llie 
poirer  to  ^lial^  bUtci^  In  the  Statea  never  having 


been  delegated  io  Congrev,  cannot  be  eierci«d  h 
Congress  without  it  vio1atk>if  of  (he  Pedtfral  Coa- 
stitution.  On  the  subject  at  slavery,  the  diatcs  tn 
not  only  independent  of  each  otheif,  btit  atao  of 
the  General  Government..  The  States  bitiof  tf 
seived  to  themselves  all  the  rights  of  fovereiptf, 
not  directly  and  explicitly  conceded  to  the  Fdend 
Government,  they  are  just  as  free  to  ezereiie 
those  reserv^  rights  as  if  such  QovemmeDthid 
never  been  established.  This  propoeitio^  j  bold  to 
be  self-evident  The  right  to  hold  slaves  not  htr- 
ing  been  ceded  to  the  General  GovenuBeat,  bat 
retained  by  the  Statea,  it  follows,  that  an  atteoipt 
on  the  part  of  the  citizens  of  the  non-slaveboMug 
States,  or  of  Congress,  to  interfere  with  the  inai. 
tution  of  slavery  in  any  of  the  slaveholding  State, 
would  be  a  violation  of  the  rights  of  soverdgaaiid 
independent  States  or  nations,  and,  of  coaseqaesce, 
in  direct  and  positive  coatravention  of  inlenatioiitl 
law. 

The  Abolitionists,  by  waning  against  the  t^ 
and  sovereignty  af  the  Stales,  eBoeangeaTioii- 
tion  of  the  national  faith,  sanction  die  mineiioa 
of  law,  and  endanger  the  stability  and  ialeiiiiy  ot 
the  Federal  Union.  **In  taking  this  groosd  (to 
adopt  the  language  of  one  of  the  most  origiul 
thinkers  and  energetic  writers  of  the  age*l  t)K|- 
the  Abolitionists— set  the  law  at  defiaoce,  tad  are 
either  a  mob  or  a  band  of  insurrectionists,  la 
taking  this  ground,  they  justify  all  the  lavka  fis* 
lence  against  which  they  have  so  vefaemeatly  de- 
claimed. If  one  class  of  the  cofflmonity  latyset 
the  laws  at  defiance,  why  may  notanotbeil  If  the 
AbolitionistB  may  set  at  nought  th«  intrroatjiDttl 
law,  which  gives  the  slaveholding  Sutes  tfat  ex- 
clusive juri^iction  of  the  slave  questioa,  wbjraay 
not  other  citizens  say  they  have  a  rigbt,  by  wik 
law,  to  prevent  them,  if  they  can,  from  dmsg  it 
It  were  not  difficult  to  convict  the  AbolitioaiitBof 
preaching  the  very  doctrines  the  mobocrais  attempt 
to  reduce  to  practice.  They  ought  not,  tbeiefoR, 
to  think  it  strange  that  they  have  been  bet  iat» 
many  instances  Sit  victims  of  lawless  rioteaee. 
YHien  a  portion  of  the  community  take  it  into  their 
heads  that  they  are  wiser  than  the  law,  aad  coa- 
mence  the  performance  of  ads  in  contraveatioaif 
law,  they  ought  to-be  aware  that  they  opca  die 
door  to  every  species  of  lawless  violeooe,  oachiii 
the  tiger,  and  must  be  anawerable  for  ibe  eeme- 
quences.'* 

What  must  be  the  cartaih  and  iaevitabk  (ea- 
dency  of  the  Abolition  mevaoient,  and  atei  i» 
moral  and  political  results,  if  its  progRss  AaD  he 
onward  and  its  march  be  throughoot  the  Ussrf 
The  consequences,  Iklas !  must  be  bat  too  apH^ 
and  appalling  to  all  reflecting  men— to  all  «hs 
prize  the  Union— all  who  love  America.  The  ef- 
forts of  the  Abolitionists,  whether  triumphaai  or 
not,  cannot  fail  to  rock  the  battlements,  if  aotiin 
the  foundations  of  the  Republic.  In  the  aaae  of 
liberty,  they  seek  to  overthrow  her  last  foitieee- 
ihe  American  Constitution.  In.  the  name  of  paliioi' 
ism,  they  strive  to  revolutionize  and  opcoot  the 
very  foundations  of  our  Federal  system.  Aid  a 
the  name  of  humanity,  they  would  tear  doat  *• 
prop  and  pillar  of  the  last  fond  hope  of  IhM 
kind— the  sotereignty  ^  these  VnUed  States!  M 
is  the  political  character  and  tendency  of  the  vt- 
lition  movement  But  this  is  not  ail.  Then  n* 
fearful  moral  etils  involved  in  the  desigss  of  fc 
Abolititionists— the  violation  of  law  aodof  piip* 
ed faith.  Nay,  more— allied  to  AboationMii 
blind,  reckless,  feverish  fanaticism.  The  twi 
enthusiastic,  and  impetuous  spirit  which  kiwi 
the  fires  of  Smithfield,  and  strewed  the  ptaastf 
Palestine  with  the  corses  of  the  CrusadeiSfMiv* 
with  lighted  and  uplifted  torch — hard  by  Ibt  dmm 
Abolitionism,  ready  to  apread  oonfl^paiMatfs 
death  around  the  land. 

But  to  return  to  the  subject  of  slavery,  w«*| 
right  of  petition,  as  relates  to  the  Distriei.  1» 
question  wUl be  asked, no  donbt,  if  the  <s0atmn 
the  Statea  have  no  legitimate  right  to  petitka  W 
gresB  on  the  subject  of  slavery  in  the  M"*^, 
Columbia,  and  if  Congieaa  are  not  boaad  l»l^ 
ceive  such  petitiona,  why  it  ia  that  as  maiy  iM^ 
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sands  have  signed  petitioBs  of  this  character?  The 
leasoD  is  obvious,  sir.  The  prime  movers  in  abo- 
lition proceedings,  and  the  great  body  of  the  intel- 
lisent  signers  to  abolition  petitions,  belong  to  the 
Federal  school  in  politics.  They  are  consolid»- 
tiooists,  and  >epadiate  the  doctrine  of  State  ri^hi.v, 
They  regard  the  powers  of  ihe  Federal 
Gowmment  as  omnipotent.  Hence  they  beliere 
the  Federal  Legislature  not  only  have  the  power  to 
abolish  slave ly  in  the  District  of  Colofflbia,  but 
also  in  the  States.  The  Federal  r^r  National  Bank 
paity  can  believe  nothing  short  of  this.  Sir,  this 
whole  Abcriiiion  movement  ^ad  iis  origin  in  a  Fe- 
deral heresy.  Abolitionism  is  the  veritable  o^- 
spriog  of  Federalism.  It  looks  to  centralization 
for  Ihe  realization  of  its  hopes,  and  the  consamma- 
tioD  of  its  purposes.  Withdraw  from  Abolitionism 
Ihe  sQStainiag  arm  of  its  parent  Federalism,  and  it 
inevitably  becomes  helpless,  and  in  despair  falls 
prostrate  in  the  dnst.  In  confirmation  of  what  I 
have  jast  stated,  I  wotild  appeal  to  facts— noto* 
nous,  undeniable,  incontrovertible  facts.  I  would 
appeai  to  the  known  and  acknowledged  principles 
of  the  Federal  party.  I  would  appeal  to  the  jour- 
luds  of  Congress— to  the  recorded  votes  of  the 
memberi  of  this  House  on  all  test  questions  touch- 
ing the  subject  of  Abolition.  I  would  appeal  to 
the  history  of  the  rveent  elections,  and  especially  to 
Ihe  election  in  the  State  of  New  York,  where  it  i% 
well  known  every  Abolitionist  and  free  negro  voted 
the  Federal  or  Whig  ticket.  Nay,  more.  I  would 
appeal  to  the  ten  thousJtnd  Abolition  petitions  with 
which  this  hall  has  been  flooded  for  the  last  four 
years.  I  will  hazard  the  declarattou,  and  I  chal- 
lenge and  defy  successful  contradiction,  that  among 
6ie  hondred  tboQsand  individuals  that  have  signed 

SiCiti6feis,  praying  for  the  abolitius  of  slavery  in  the 
istriet  of  Columbia,  there  are  not  one  hundred 
who  are  known  to  be  friendly  to  the  present  Ad- 
mimstration.  Who  will,  who  can,  who  dare  deny 
Ihe  tnith  of  this  assertion? 

If  the  Federal  Legislature  have  power  und^r 
the  Constitution  to  "abridge  tbe  freedom  of  speech, 
or  of  the  press,"  as  has  not  only  been  contended 
for,  but  the  exercise  of  sach  power  actually  sanc- 
tioned by  the  Federal  party  in  the  time  of  the  elder 
Adamsy  and  if  they  may  charter  a  National  BaoU, 
as  is  also  contendod,  and  delegate  to  such  bank  or 
corporation  tbe  power  of  legislation,  in  the  grant 
of  creating,  at  pleasure,  other  banks,  and  other  di- 
rectors, within  any  of  tbe  Slates  or  Territories  of 
this  Union,  in  defiance  of  the  wishes,  and  in  con- 
travention of  the  laws  of  such  States  or  Territo* 
jies,*  why,  1  would  ask,  should  ibey  not  also 
elaiin  the  power  to  abolish  slavery,  not  only  n  the 
District  of  Columbia,  but  also  in  the  Slates?  To 
contend  that  Congress  have  the  constitutional  pow- 
er to  do  the  first  named  act:»,  and  not  the  liiiter, 
would  be  sheer  and  gratuitous  nonsense.  I  repeat, 
therefore,  that  the  only  hope  of  tbe  AboliiioLisis  is 
in  tbe  ultimate  triumph  of  the  Federal  party, 
and  of  Federal  principles.  So  long  as  the  De> 
mocratic  or  State  Rights  party  shall  maintain  the 
ascendancy,  the  efforts  of  Abolitionists  will  be 
comparatively  ionocuoos.  But  whenever  the 
-politicil  power  of  this  country  shall  be  swayed 
by  Federal  hands,  the  designs  of  the  AboUii(»n- 
ists  wUi  well  nigh  have  reached  their  consum- 
mation. Shall  I  be  told  that  the  Federalists  are 
not  all  Abolitionists  !  This  may  be  partially  true. 
But  then,  are  not  all  Abolitionists  rucesaarily 
Federalists?  How  can  they  expect  to  accom- 
plish their  object — tbe  general  abolition  of  slavery 
— ^but  through  the  Federal  power,  and  in  piirsn- 
ance  of  Federal  principles?  Certainly  they  cannot 
be  so  grossly  ignorant  as  to  suppose  that  the  De- 
mocratic State  Rights  doctrine  of  strict  constrution 
would  be  favorable  to  their  views,  or  that  it 
wonid  be  possible  to  achieve  their  object  through 
the  influence  of  Democratic  principles,  or  by  vir- 
toe  af  Democratic  legislation.  But  again:  if  the 
Federalists  are  not  new  all  Abolitionists,  the  time 
will  soon  come  when  they  must*  become  so  as  a 
ptaiyt  or  otherwise  fall  into  a  contemptible  and 
hopeless  minority.  Which  will  they  do?  Will  they 
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repudiate  Abolitionism  and  Abolitionists,  and,  by 
so  doing,  insure  their  own  political  destruction?  Or 
will  they  maintain  and  strengthen  the  league  al- 
ready formed  with  the  Abolitionists,  in  the  hope  of 
s-ecurin^  an  i  confirming  their  political  existence 
and  ascendancy?  Which  will  ihey  do,  I  ask?  Why, 
sir,  if  we  shall  judge  of  their  future  course  by  their 
past  conduct,  it  will  be  no  difficult  matter  to  deter- 
mine what  they  will  do.  They  will  do,  as  they 
ever  have  done,  sacrifice  every  principle  of  honor, 
of  virtue,  and  of  patriotism,  if  it  be  necessary  to 
enable  them  to  direct  and  control  the  political  pow- 
er and  destinies  of  the  Republic.  When,  let  me 
ask,  have  the  Federal  party  ever  shawn  by  their 
acts  that  their  love  of  country  was  paramount  to 
their  love  of  poweil  Never,  sir,  never!  But  this 
U  not  all.  The  coalition  between  the  Federalists 
and  Abolitionists  was  not  only  to  have  been  expect- 
ed, for  ihe  reasons  already  stated,  but  from  con- 
siderations of  siill  greater  pith  and  moment. 

In  all  civilized  communities,  the  two  extremes 
of  society— 4he  afilaentand  the  breadless,  the  pow- 
erful and  the  impotent — pome  together  and  war 
upon  the  centre— the  intermediate  classes.  Such 
ever  has  been,  and  ever  will  be  the  case.  It  is,  in 
fact,  a  law  of  human  society;  and  well  do  the 
Federal  party  understand  the  operations  of  this 
law.  Hence  their  constant  efforts  to  make  the 
poor  pcorer,  and  the  feeble  more  impotent.  And 
henee  it  has  ever  been  the  policy,  the  aim  and 
object  of  the  Federal  aristocracy  of  this  country, 
to  impoverish,  depreciate,  and  degrade  the  Demo- 
craay;  especially  that  portion  who,  in  obedience 
to  the  mandate  of  Heaven,  '*eat  their  bread  in 
Ihe  sweat  of  their  face."  To  accomplish  this,  their 
purpose,  the  Fedeialisis  have  a^^ailed  themselves 
of  every  means  in  their  power.  They  have  slig- 
^matised  the  Democracy  as  infidels,  levellers,  ag- 
rarians. They  have  done  more.  They  have 
vitiated  the  elective  franchise  by  political  coer- 
cion, by  bribery,  and  corruption.  And  more 
than  all,  they  have  defrauded  the  Democracy 
of  their  equal  political  rights  by  means  of  une- 
qual, unjust,  and  exclusive  legislation.  And  now, 
in  order  to  render  the  condition  of  the  labor- 
ing classes  of  the  North  nnd  East  still  more  depen- 
dant and  depressed,  the  Federal  party  have  jomed 
the  Abolitionists,  for  the  purpose  of  conferring  upon 
the  black  laborer  nominal  freedom,  and  upon  the 
white  Uborer*  vMwU  bondage !  Yes,  sir,  for  the 
especial  purpose  of  humbling  and  degrading  the 
Democracy,  have  the  Federal  party  of  the  North 
and  East  joined  in  the  Abolition  crusade;  and 
whenever  their  object  shall  be  attained,  and  the 
Southern  negro  shaH  be  brought  to  compete  with 
the  Noithern  white  man  in  the  labor  market,  the 
moral  and  political  character,  tbe  pridf,  power  and 
independence,  of  the  latt4>r  are  gone  forever,  and 
Federalism  will  have  realized  its  fondest  and  most 
cherished liopes.  But  let  me  tell  y6U,  sir,  the  De- 
mocracy of  the  North  and  East  are  not  unmindful 
of  passing  events.  Since  Abolitionism  assumed  a 
political  character,  they  have  watched  the  raove- 
mects  of  the  Federal  Abolition  party  with  deep 
concernment.  They  are  conscious  of  the  approach- 
ing danger,  and  are  coolly  and  deliberately  prepar- 
ing to  face  it.  Yes,  sir,  whenever  the  Democracy 
observe  the  Federal  party  prosecuting  a  political 
measare  with  zeal  and  vigor,  as  they  now  do  Abo- 
itionism,  they  involuntarily,  instinctively  gather 
up  their  energies  to  meet  and  repel  approaching 
mischief;  and  I  wain  them  now,  they  cannot  pre- 
pare too  soon,  nor  with  too  much  vigor  and  forecast. 
The  crisis  approaches.  The  fearful  conflict,  the 
mortal  struggle,  the  tiger  strife  is  at  hand,  and  God 
alone  can  tell  the  result. 


Note Mr.  Moorb  was  called  to  order,  in  the 

course  of  his  remarks,  by  Oen.  Waodt  Thompson, 
of  South  Carolina,  and  by  the  decision  of  the  Chair 
was  prevented  from  concluding  his  speech.  Mr. 
Moorb,  before  uking  his  seat,,  gave  notice  that  he 
would  publish  all  that  he  had  intended  to  say,  pre- 
cisely in  the  same  form  and  manner  he  would  have 
done  had  no  intermptlon  taken  plaoe. 


SPEECH  OF  MR.  SEVIER, 
Of  Arkansas, 

hi  the  SinaU  qftht  United  States,  February  23, 1839 
—On  the  bill  "to.  provide  for  the  security  and 
protectien  of  the  emigrant  and  other  Indian 
tribes  west  of  the  States  of  Missouri  and  Ar- 
kansas." 

Mr.  SEVIER  addressed  the  Senate  as  follows: 
Mr.  PassiDRNT :  The  object  of  the  bill  now  un- 
der consideration  is,  what  its  title  purports,  **to 
provide  for  the  security  and  protection  of  the  emi- 
grant and  other  Indian  tribes  west  of  the  States  of 
Missouri  and  Arkansas,"  And  I  might  add,  that  its 
object  is  also  to  provide  for  the  security  and  pro- 
tection of  tbe  frontier  settlements  of  those  States, 
and  for  the  civilization  and  general  welfare  of  the 
North  American  Indian  race. 

These,'  Mr.  President,  are  the  objects  of  the  bilJ; 
and  to  accomplish  them  effectually,  the  bill  pro- 
poses to  establish,  in  the  country  set  apart,  .by  oar 
laws  and  our  treaties,  for  the  permanent  residence 
of  tbe  Indian  tribes,  an  Indian  Territorial  Govern- 
ment. 

That  such  an  organization,  for  such  a  popula-^ 
tion,  under  our  au^thority,  is  new,  I  am  ready  to 
admit.  But  should  it  appear,  in  the  progress  of 
this  discussion,  that  such  an  establishment,  on  die  ' 
score  of  efficiency  and  economy,  is  piobably,  of  all 
others,  the  best  caUsalated  to  secure  and  proiect  the 
Indians  against  each  o^er,  as  well  as  our  own  citi* 
zens  in  iheir  vicinity,  I  feel  assured  that  though  the 
measare  may  be  new,  it  will .  receive,  as  it  did  at 
ihe  last,  session  of  Congress,  the  marked  and  de- 
cided approbation  of  this  body.  The  country  pro- 
posed to  be  organized  into  a  Territory  is  descilbed 
in  the  first  section  of  the  bill,  and  is  as  follows,  viz: 
**BeginniRg  at  the  sources  of  the  Puncah  river; 
thence  down  said  river  to  Missouri  river;  thence 
down  the  Missouri  river,  on  the  southwest  bank,  to 
the  State  of  Missouri}  thence  along  the  western  line 
of  the  State  o[  Missouri  to  the  northwest  corner  of* 
tbe  State  of  Arkansas;  thence  along  the  western 
boundary  of  the  State  of  Arkansas  to  Red  river; 
thence  up  Red  river  to  a  point  two  hundred  miles 
in  a  direct  course  west  of  the  State  of  Arkansas; 
thence  in  a  direct  line  to  the  beginning." 

This  country,  it  will  be  perceived,  is  beyond  the 
boundaries  of  any  State  or  oi^ganized  Territory,  or 
white  settlemen t.  I ts  average  breadth  is  something 
over  two  hundred  miles,  and  its  length  about  Fix 
hundred.  It  contains  an  area  of  about  eighty  mil- 
lionsof  the  public  land,  and  is  healthy,  well  watered, 
suffieently  timbered,  and  a  great  deal  of  it  remarka- 
bly fertile,  and  is  well  adapted  for  agricultural 
and  pastoral  purposes.  Lead  ore,  iroo  ore,  ooal, 
and  salt  springs  have  been  discovered  in  it.  In 
short,  all  those  who  reside  there,  as  far  as  my 
knowledge  extends,  are  well  pleased  with  their 
situation.  This,  sir,  is  a  short  description  of  the 
country — a  country  wbiclf  is  held  by  them,  by  vir- 
tue of  our  treaties,  in  fee  simple;  and  which,  con* 
sequently,  is  forever  beyond  our  reach,  except  in 
tbe  double  contingency  of  its  abandonment  by  the 
tribes,  or  of  their  extinction;  in  either  of  whieh 
events  it  reverts  to  tbe  United  Slates,  and  comes 
once  more  into  oar  possession,  and  is  subject  to  our 
disposal,  as  other  public  land.  This  perpetual 
tenor  is  reaffirmed  in  the  first  section  of  this  bill. 

Sir,  until  recently,  a  vast  majority  of  these 
Indians  resided  within  the  limits  of  the  States;  and, 
while  in  that  condition,  it  was  not  in  our  power  to 
do  much  for  thej);  and  the  uncertain  tenure  by 
which  they  held  their  lands,  their  jcmbarrassment 
by  State  legislation,  and  the  constant  encroach- 
ment upon  their  soil  by  the  whites,  dissuaded  them 
from  doing  much  for  themselves.  Most  happily.. 
Mr.  President,  these  difficulties  no  longer  exisL  In 
pursuance  of  a  wise,  humane,  and  salutary  policy, 
these  Indians  have  been  sent  out  from  among  us, 
and  are  placed,  side  by  side  of  each  other,  in  their 
new  homes,  beyond  the  reach  of  further  encroach- 
ment or  imirusion.  In  this  location,  for  the  first 
time  rince  the  Revolution,  we  feel  ourselves  unre- ' 
strained,  in  our  legislation  for  them,  by  any  ques- 
tion of  jurisdiction,  or  power,  or  policy;  and,  on 
their  part,  they  have  imbibed  a  stimnlas  to  exer- 
tion, in  feeling  that  they  have  a  permanent  home; 
ia  feeling  unlnuomelled  by  State  law.s,  and  unmo- 
lested by  onweloome  intmdecB.    Their  location  is 
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fortQiute  for  as  on  another  accoant.  They  are 
now  remote  from  any  unfriendly  foreign  inflaence 
in  lime  of  war,  and  m  time  of  peace  we  find  them 
a  great  convenience  in  carrying  on,  through  their 
country,  a  profitable  commerce  to  Sante  Fe. 

^eing  thus  permanently  settled,  it  now  becomes 
oar  duty  to  view  them  in  their  new  position,  and  to 
shape  onr  legislation  accordingly .  We  must  now 
give  up  our  temporary  measures,  and  place  our 
leiations  with  them  upon  a  firm  and  solid  basis. 
We  are  bound  by  solemn  treaty  obligations  to 
them,  we  are  bound  by  duty  to  our  own  people  in 
their  vicinity,  to  provide  permanently  and  efifect- 
nialiy  for  the  mutual  peace  and  protection  of  all 
parties;  and,  to  succeed  in  the  accomplishment  of 
these  high  national  obligations,  something  else  is 
required  at  our  hands  than  forts,  and  troops,  and 
bayonets,  or  agencies,  or  superintendencies,  or  the 
potent  eloquence  of  annuities.  Yet  all  of  these,  for 
the  present,  at  least,  I  consider  esaential  ingredi- 
ents in  can7ing  out  the  objects  of  this  bill;  but  they 
ais  not  all  that  is  necessary.  Something  else  is 
required;  and  that  is  the  adoption  of  some  dbUgatory, 
binding f  tfUemoHonaZ  toios  or  regulations^  tor  the 
amicable  adjustment  of  all  the  differences  which 
may  occiir  among  the  respective  tribes.  The  com- 
mission of  fraud,  or  trespass,  or  felony,  by  an  indi- 
vidual of  one  tribe  upon  an  individual  of  another 
tribe,  mwi  ctau  to  be  a  justifiable  cause  for  war 
among  them.  Tliese  in j Aries  must  be  redressed  by 
2ci0,  in  a  peaceable  manner. 

Sir,  previous  to  the  oommencemetat  of  the  policy 
of  locating  the  Indians  west,  it  must  be  borne  in 
mind  that  the  indigenous  tribes  of  that  region,  from 
time  immemorial,  had  been  engaged  in  w%rs  not 
only  among  themselves,  but  bad  also  been  at  svar, 
for  the  same  length  of  time,  with  the  tribes  east  of 
the  Mississippi  river — with  some  of  the  identical 
Indians  we  have  locate^  in  their  immediate  neigh- 
borhood. For  example:  the  Osages,  who  were 
once  formidable,  frequently  sent  out  war  parties 
east  of  that  river,  and  these  tribes  tl^ns  assailed,  in 
their  turn,  invaded  the  Osage  country  west  of  that 
river. 

The  remembrance  of  these  long  existing  feuds 
and  mutual  injuries  is  yet  fresh  in  the  recollection 
.  of  all  of  them  of  the  present  day,  and  these  remi- 
niscences but  too  frequently  display  themselves  in 
acUtof  open  murder  and  secret  assassination. 

We  have  not  only  these  indigenous  tribea^who 
have  never  been  substantially  at  peace — to  govern, 
but  we  have  also  some  seventeen  or  eighteen  emi- 
grant tribes  to  manage  and  control;  and  ot  the  lat- 
ter of  these  we  have  good  reason  to  anticipate  some 
trouble,  on  account  of  the  ill  feeling  some  of  them 
bfcar  us,  arising  from  causes  occurring  previous  to 
their  removal;  and  these  causes,  whether  real  or 
imaginary,  are  not  likely  to  be  soon  forgotten. 

The  tribes  now  residing  in  this  Territory  do  not 
feel  bound  to  peau  by  the  existence  of  any  interna- 
tional law.  The  only  law  at  this  time  which  they 
understand  or  appreciate,  is  that  most  destructive 
of  all  others,  the  law  of  rtUdiAtion. 

There  are  now  in  the  Territory  about  ninety-five 
thousand  Indians,  belonging  to  twenty-two  sepa- 
rate tribes,  nnd  i^praking  as  many  different  lan- 
guages. Some  few  of  diese,  the  Choctaws^  the 
Chickasaws,  and  Oherokees,  have,  to  some  extent, 
written  laws  for  the  internal  government  of  their 
respective  tribes.  The  Delawares,  I  understand, 
are  about  imitating  Iheir  example.  With  these  ex- 
ceptions, the  whole  of-  these  ninety-five  thousand 
Indians,  who  are  divided  into  upwards  of  twenty 
tribes,  who  speak  diff*erent  languages,  who  reside 
adjoining  each  other,  and  many  of  whom  entertain 
for  each  other  mutual  hereditary,  animosities,  have 
for  their  government  no  international  law. 

To  avoid  the  disastrous  coKseqaences  which 
most  inevitably  result  from  this  critical  condition 
of  things,  this  >>ill  is  proposed,  by  which  it  is 
thought  these  twenty-two  tribes  niay  be  induced  to 
adopt  some  general  code  by  which  their  differences, 
of  whatever  character^  may  be  amicably  adjusted. 

This  important  object,  the  Committee  ou  Indian 
Affairs  believe,  can  be  effected  under  the  auspices 
and  influence  of  the  United  States,  and  not  with 
their  countenance  and  support;  and  I  need  not  tell 
you,  sir,  that  we  feel  great  solicitude  upon  this,, 
subject,  as  wa  beriev«  that  unless  something  of 


this  character  is  speedily  done,  we  shall  have  wars 
am6ng  the  Indians;  and  when  those  wars  are  once 
begun,  we  all  know  that  they  will  .not  be  confined  to 
Indian  soil,  but  that  they  will  spread  and  extend 
themselves  to  our  border  settlements,  and  involve 
them  in  th*ir  dieadful  consequences. 

This  important  view  of  this  subject  seems  to 
have  been  taken  by  the  proper  department  some 
years  ago.  In  1833  a  comraisson  was  constituted 
by  our  Government,  the  object  of  which  was  to 

f  remote  harmony  and  good  feeling  among  the 
ndian  tribes.  In  1834,  similar  efforts  for  similar 
purposes  were  made  by  the  Government,  and  with 
some  success*  Thft  chiefs  of  different  tribes  were 
brought  together  in  council,  and  through  the  instru- 
mentality of  our  agent,  mutual  engagements  of 
peace  and  friendship  were  entered  into  by  those 
chiefs;  and,  for  twelve  or  eighteen  months,  these 
engagements  had  a  most  salutary  effect.  But,  for 
the  last  year  or  two,  for  some  cause  or  other  un- 
known to  me,  these  councils  have  ceased  (o  com- 
mand the  sptdal  ottentton  of  the  Government;  and 
losing  that  support  and  patronage,  they  have  been 
abandoned  by  the  chiefs  themselves,  and  hence 
stealing  and  murder,  as  formerly,  have  once 
more  become,  with  many  of  them,  the  order  of  the 
day. 

To  show  you,  sir,  to  what  extent  these  things 
are  carried  on  in  tha«t  quarter,  I  will  trouble  you 
with  reading  a  few  paragraphs  from  a  ,woik  to 
whiph,  in  the  course  of  my  remarks,  I  shall  have 
occaUon  frequently  to  refer.  The  work  is  entitled 
"An  Annual  Register  of  Indian  Affairs  in  the  In- 
dian Territory,"  and  is  edited  by  the  Rev.  Isaac 
McCoy,  with  whom  it  is  my  good  fortune  to  be 
slightly  acquainted;  a  gentleman  of  extensive  in- 
formation, of  fervent  piety,  of  active  enterprise; 
one,  sir,  who  has  devoted  the  last  twenty  years  pi 
his.  life  in  the  laudabfe  efforts  of  striving  to  civilize. 
Christianize,  educate,  and  improve  the  moral  con- 
dition of  the  Indian.  It  is  from  the  prmted  work 
of  such  an  author  that  I  will  now  read  to  the  Se- 
nate a  few  paragraphs.  He  states  that 

"In  1833,  the  (Government  convened  councils  of 
a  generaJ  nature,  of  delegates  from  various 
trills,  and  induced  them  to  exchange  mutual  pro- 
mises to  be  at  peace  with  one  another  This 
measure,  though  it  touched  th(e  subject  but  slightly, 
neverthele&s  prod6ced  a  good  effect.  All  parties, 
for  some  time,  abstained  from  depredation  and 
muider.  These  councils  not  being  repeated,  the 
parties  felt  less  restraint,  and  ultimately  returned 
to  their  former  unkind  treatment  of  one  another; 
and  thefts  and  murders  have  become  mere  frequent 
with  each  succeeding  year. 

"The  Osages  are  accused  of  destroying  hogs  and 
cattle  belonging  to  the  neighboring  tribes,  to  a  consi- 
derable amount. .  Horse  stealing  is  frequent  in  di- 
vers places,  carried  on  by  the  worthless  of  different 
tribes.  By  some,  the  work  is  almost  reduced  to 
system.  They  will  steal  horses  in  the  southern 
parts  of  the  Territory,  or  in  Texas,  and  convev 
them  north,  and  there  steal  others,  and  take  back 
on  their  return. 

"  Bat,  besides  the  renegadoes,  whose  crimes  are 
disapproved  by  their  well  principled  countrymen, 
there  are  others  engaged  in  these,  and  in  worse 
praciioefi,  for  which  they  are  honored  by  their  re- 
spective tribes,  according  to  Indian  custom.  Tha 
Kauzaus  have  brought  into  their  villages  at  least 
thirty  stolen  horses  within  the  last  summer  and 
autumn.  The  Osages  have  stolen,  perhaps,  a 
greater  number,  among  which  are  some  valuable 
horses  belonging  to  the  citizens  of  the  United  States. 
In  August  last,  a  large  drove  of  horses  was  stolen 
from  one  of  the  Osage  villages. 

"  In  April,  1838,  a  few  Pawnees  mad^  a  friendly 
visit  to  the  Sauks  and  loways,  on  Missouri.  As 
they  wr.e  returning,  to  their  homes,  a  party  of 
Eauz%us  fell  in  with  then)  and  attacked  them,  and 
killed  one. 

"  In  August  last,  the  Kauzaus  and  Osages  sent 
out  a  party,  consisting  of  about  eighty  warriorp. 
They  surprized  a  party  of  Pawnees,  and  took 
eleven  scalps.  Four  of  their  men  were  killed,  and 
two  wounded.  A  few  of  the  united  party  sepa- 
rated from  the  main  body.  Th«9e  also  had  a  battle, 
and  took  fi/e  scalps,  making  sevepteen  killed  by 
thofe  If ibes,  of  whom  we  have  obtained  certain  in- 


formation. Reports  of  other  murders  oommiiied 
by  other  tribes  have  been  in  circalatiotL  On  Ow 
1st  of  September  last,  a  war  party  of  about  iwe&ij 
Kauzaus  were  out,  the  result  of  which  we  ha7e  not 
heard. 

"In  the  monthsof  June,  July, and  August,  the  Rer. 
M.  Merrill,missionary  to  theOtoes,accompaDiedthat 
tribe  on  their  buffalo  hunt,  which  lasted  more  ihia 
two  months.*  They  saw  three  war  parties  of  Pawoeei 
the  first  wa8  a  party  of  thirty,  who  had  bero  to 
,  the  Cheyennes  to  steal  horses.  They  had,  first,  a 
skirmish  with  the  Cheyennes,  and  bad  been  d^ 
feated,  with  the  loss  of  one  killed  and  oae  badly 
wounded.  They  next  (ell  in  with  a  party  of 
Osages,  and  were  again  defeated  with  the  loss  of 
two  men  killed. 

"The  second  was  a  party  of  ten,  which  had  btaited 
to  the  Osage  villages  to  steal  horses.  One  of  iheii 
party  was  bitten  by  a  anake,  which  inducfd  ihea 
to  return  without  accomplishing  any  thing. 

''The  third  party,  said  they  were  going  to  ibe 
Cheyennes  to  steal  horses,  but  it  was  believed  tbtt 
they  desigued  committing  depredations  apon  the 
Osages. 

"Near  the  western  boundary  of  the  Cherokee 
country  a  bloody  battle  was  feught  the  last  sun- 
mer,  (1838,)  between  the  Kiawas  and  Camaoeto 
on  the  one  side,  and  the  Cbeyennes^on  the  other. 

"A  detachment  of  dragoons,  in  command  of 
Lieut.  Northup,  was  on  an  expedition  in  that  ooqb- 
try,  and  arrived  at  the  ground  two  days  ai>er  the 
battle.  The  Kiawas  and  Camanehes  were  en- 
camped, and  had  heard  of  the  approach  of  the  d^ 
tachment.  As  the  Cheyennes  advance  to  attack 
their  enemies,  they  were  met  by  the  latter  abJQt  a 
mile  firom  the  encampment.  The  latter  weresfewly 
beaten  back  into  their  encampment,  thoughdi'^pating 
desperately  every  inch  of  ground.  The  whole  scene 
was  in  an  open  prairie.  The  women  dag  holes  in 
the  earth,  in  which  to  hide  themselves  and  childrea. 
The  Cheyennes  continued  to  make  dreadfal  haroe 
of  their  wretched  enemies,  and  would  have  soon 
reduced  the  whole  to  a  heap  of  corpses,  when 
a  messenger  from  camp  mounted  a  horse,  and  setoff 
to  meet  the  detachment  of  dragoons  to  solicit  asss- 
tanee.  As  he  was  leaving,  a  Cheyenne,  vlioin* 
derstoodthe  language  of  the  Camanehes,  was  in- 
formed by  one  of  the  latter,  that  the  measeager 
had  gone  to  hasten  the  white  men  and  Osa^ 
where  they  every  moment  expected  to  come  id 
their  assistance.  The  Cheyennes  instantly  reURd, 
leaving  fourteen  dead  on  the' ground,  besides  the 
dead  that  had  been  carried  ofi' during  tbe  action. 
Fifty-eight  of  the  Kiawas  and  Camanehes  wete 
killed.  More  than  one  hundred  horses  lay  dead 
on  the  ground,  chiefly  within  the  encampnoent. 

"Prom  time  immemorial,  many  of  the  Osag« 
hnve  been  in  the  habit  of  spending  the  winter ii 
the  country  east  of  their  present  villages,  froa 
fifty  to  one  hundred  and  fifty  miles.  The  coobot 
is  now  within  the  State  of  Missouri,  and  co?eiw 
by  a  very  sparse  white  jpepulation.  The  iniw 
found  the  Osages  trouble50!nc,aid  in  the  atttumna 
1837,  drove  them  back  to  their  own  side  ofihc 
line,  and  in  sevi-ral  instances,  in  which  thcO«gfl 
seemed  obstinately  inclined  to  remain,  they  wen 
severely  whipped.  The  Osages,  exceedingly  dis- 
tressed for  food,  being  almost  in  a  state  of  adaju 
starvation,  for  some  time  continued,  at  the  rtdtei 
life  and  limb,  to  cross  the  lin  by  stealih,with  wonea 
and  children,  for  the  purpose  of 'hunling  ^^P^ 
for  food.  The  whites  having  reason  to  feartitl 
habit  and  hunger  might  have  snch  inflaence  opn 
these  wretched  people  that  a  greater  force  tto 
they  could  embody  xrould  become  necessary  f« 
their  expulsion,  adopted  measures  to  increase  di« 
strength,  and  in  the  month  of  October  an  aiajyef 
five  hundred  militia  came  to  their  assisunce. Thfl 
scoured  the  country  along  the  line,  a  distance « 
upwards  of  one  hundred  mil*»-,  and  found  aW 
one  hundred  of  the-e  miserable  being*,  men,  wo«ti 
and  children,  and  ci'nveyed  them  acroc^the  tat 
into  the  Indian  conniry.  Noiwiihsiandiag  th«i 
admonitions,  the  iaore  severe  of  whicfc  W 
been  so  deeply  impressed  upon  the  back  as  to  *« 
aeen  and  fell  for  joany  weeks,  bnogcr  withiiii  im 

*  This  party  co  nsistea  of  800  aouls,  men,  wones, 
and  children.    They  killed  1,500  boffakxB. 
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itaring  io  th^  ooamenaace  of  others;  iocladiog 
motheiB,  vires,  and  children,  Qn»ed  them  to  conti- 
nue secreUf  to  cross  the  line.  Their  stf^u  was  Trc- 
qoentljr  diseoyered  by  the  white  inbabiianCs,  who 
believed  that  their  stocks  of  cattle  and  swioe  saf- 
fered  by  these  incursions. 

"In  Mareb,  1838,  it  was  discovered  that  two 
bogs  had  been  killed  bf  a  party  of  Osages.  Nioe- 
teen  of  the  citizens  armed  themselves  with  rifles, 
mad  went  in  parsuit,  with  a  view  of  flogging  the 
^predators.  .  The  latter  were  overtaken  near  the 
Hne  between  the  whites  and  Indians.  The  Osages 
were  ia  camp;  the  number  of  the  men  about  twenty, 
boides  the  women  and  children.  The  whiles 
asked  for  the  persons  who  had  committed  the  de 
predalion.  Some  altercation  followed,  and  in  the 
mean  time  an  Osage  was  seen  loading  his  gun, 
witb  which  be  said  he  designed  to  kill  one  oA  he 
paity  with  whom  he  was  qoarreling.  While  he 
w«B  in  the  act  of  loading,  he  was  £hot  dead  by  two 
ef  the  party.  Others  fired  on  both  sides.  The 
Osages  fled  into  the  woods,  having  two  men  killed 
and  one  wounded.  Two  of  the  whites  were 
wounded,  one  of  whom  died  a  few  days  afterwards.*' 

Sir,  relying  upoa  this  information,  as  the  Senate 
iBost,  I  think  they  will  agree  with  me,  that  many 
aaenths  will  not  elapse,  Unless  something  be  done 
to  arrest  these  depredations,  and  mnrders,  and 
bloody  battles,  before  we  shall  witness  in  that 
quarter  of  our  country  Indian  wars  upon  a  grander 
scale  than  ever  existed  before  upon  this  continent. 
TeSy  sir,  and  at  the  same  time  moie  destruction, 
arising  from  the  circumstances  of  their  proximity 
to  eadi  other,  and  of  being  better  armed  now  than 
they  cTer  were  before. 

Sir,  the  Committee  on  Indian  Afiairs,  viewing 
Ae  sobject  in  the  light  I  have  endeavored  to  pre- 
nnt  it  to  the  Senate,  and  wishing  to  furnish  the 
jemedy  for  tbe  existing  evil,  iifl*er  ihis  bill  for  >our 
aeceptance.  They  ofi*er  it  as  a  measure  of  peace, 
and  one  which,  in  their  opinion,  is  amply  sufficient, 
if  faithfully  adminisured  by  tbe  Executive  authori- 
ties, to  preserve  from  extermination  the  wretched 
Ihigmeni  of  the  Indian  race.  These  are  among 
tbe  leading  objects  of  the  bill,  but  they  are  not  the 
only  objects.  We  desire  something  more.  We 
desire  to  civilize  and  improve  the  condition  of  the 
Indian,  by  imparting  to  him  our  institutions,  and 
jehgion,  and  onr  arts  and  scienter;  and  to  do  ihis 
ancoe^sfally,  he  must  have  peace  and  repose. 

Sir,  when  we  remember  who  these  Indians  were, 
,  and  what  they  are,  we  anticipate,  in  this  most  no- 
*ble,  disinterested,  and  benevolent  enterprise,  the 
eflleient  aid  of  the  Senate.  Let  us,  upon  this  oc- 
casion, liA  ourselves  above  our  prejudices^  and  for- 
get, for  a  moment,  the  history  of  the  bloody  and 
exterminating  wars,  which  were  carried  on  upon 
tbis  eoniinent  for  several  centuries,  between  our 
ancestors  ^d  the  natives  of  this  country;  conie.^^is, 
as  we  all  know,  which  have  lesulted  in  the  subju-' 
gation  and  overthrow  of  (he  one  race  by  tbe  armx, 
and  skill,  and  courage,  of  the  other.  Sir,  the  mil- 
lions of  these  natives  who  once  inhabited  the  At- 
laatic  coaBt,are  at  this  day  no  where  here  to  be  found. 
Aad  this  extensive  and  invaluable  country,  which 
was  theirs,  and  for  which  they  fought,  is  ours  now. 
We  hold  undisputed  dominion  over  it.  Wc  have 
^eienved  it  from  them  by  gift,  or  by  pnrchase,  or  by 
conquest.  No  descendant  of  theirs,  if  there 
be  descendants  of  the  original  proprietors,  is 
foQttd  to  question  our  title  to  the  whole  of  iL 
liet  ns  remember  the  kind  and  hospitable  reception 
4>f  oar  ancestors  by  the  natives  of  the  country; 
at  reception  which  has  been  perpetuated  by  carved 
iignres  in  the  walls  of  the  rotando  of  the  Capitol. 
And  in  lemembehn;  these  thini^,  let  us  this  day 
aiep  f4>rward  and  do  something  for  our  wretched  de- 
]»endants  worthy  of  a  great,  a  merciful,  aad  gene- 
iroos  christian  people.  Public  sentiment  will  sus- 
tain as  in  such  an  effort.  Sir,  our  intercourse  with 
the  Indian,  which  has  met*  with  the  approbation  of 
4m  constitaents,  has  undergone,  during  the  last  few 
5eat5,  a  very  matrrial  change.  We  no  longer  pur- 
chase his  lands  for  beads,  and  tobacco,  and  paints, 
juid  strouding,  and  beaver  traps,  and  other  such 
-wortblesB  gewfl^ws.  No,  sir;  no.  We  give  him 
aiow  a  fair  equivalent  in  something  more  sabstaa- 
aial.  We  give  him  implements  of  husbandry,  cat- 
-tie,*  hogs,  booses,  farmers,  mecham'cs,  and  teadiers. 


and  heap  up  to  bim  money  in  almost  countless 
thousands.  And  what,  Mr.  President,  have  been 
the  happy  results  growing*  out  of  this  new,  though 
just  and  liberal  policy?  It  is  most  grateful  to  the 
heart  of  humanity  to  contemplate  it.  Results  have 
sprung  from  it  ^rhich  no  one,  a  few  years  ago,  ever 
contemplated. 

Sir,  in  1817,  a  little  upwards  of  twenty  years  ago, 
when  the  first  effective  step  was  taken  to  coloniae 
the  Indians  west  of  the  Mississippi,  we  find  it  stated 
in  the  preamble  to  the  Cherokee  treaty  of  that  date, 
that  the  object  of  this  colonization,  as  understood 
and  expressed  by  both  parties,  was  exclusively  far 
hwnHng.  Improvement  or  civilization  of  these  emi- 
grants was  not  dreamed  of  by  the  worthy  negotia- 
tors of  that  instrument.  We  find  in  the  sixth  article 
of  that  treaty  these  words:  '*The  United  States  do 
also  bind  themselves  to  give  to  all  of  the  poor  war- 
riors who  may  remove  to  the  west  side  of  the  Mis- 
9>issippi,  one  rifle-gun  and  amn^unition,  one 
blanket,  and  one  brass  kettle,  or,  in  lieu  of  it, 
one  beaver  trap,  which  ia  to  be  considered  a  full  com- 
pensation for  the  improvements  which  they  leave." 
Sir,  they  went  thither  with  the  avowed  purpose, 
and  with  the  necessary  accoutrements,  for  remain- 
ing in  their  original  barbarity  and  ignorance,  and 
to  enjoy  unmolested  their  ^vage  propensities  for 
war  and  for  the  chase. 

The  number  of  tbo5e  who  emigrated  was  about 
three  thousand.  Instead  of  pursuing  the  chase,  as 
was  anticipated,  they  went  to  work;  and  in  1835, 
ia  the  space  of  about  eighteen  years,  they  had  in- 
creased to  4,000;  they  had  acquired  property,  had 
become  agrienlturists,  and  had  become  civilized  to 
a  great  decree,  as  I  will  show  you  by  referring 
again  to  the  Register  of  Indian  Affairs. 
,  Mr.  McCoy  say*: ' 

"They  own  numerous  salt  springs,  three  of 
which  are  worked  by  Cherokecs.  The  amount  of 
salt  manufactured  is  probably  about  one  hundred 
bushels  per  day.  . 

^'They  also  own  two  lead  mines.  The  salt 
wor1a  and  their  lead  mines  are  in  the  eastern  por- 
tion of  their  country;  and  all  the  settlements  yet 
formed  are  within  this  eastern  portjon,  which  em- 
braces about  two  and  a  half  millions  of  acres. 

**Like  the  Chociaw,  the  Cherokee  nation  em- 
braces all  conceivable  conditions  beivreen  refine- 
ment, intelligence,  end  wealth,  and  tbe  opposite 
extremes  but  little  removed  from  the  original  state. 
Tbe  earlier  emigrauL^  are,  perhaps,  in  more  com- 
fortable condition  than  the  same  proportion  of  any 
other  tribe  within  the  Territory.  But  with  tbe 
large  accession  of  late  emigrants,  there  has  neces- 
sarily been  an  augmentatk>n  of  nnoomfortableness. 

'*Some  of  them  own  immense  herds  of  cattle. 
We  counted  upwards  of  two  hundred  at  one  time 
within  sight,  grazing  on  the  prairies,  belonging  to 
one  man;  and  it  was  thought  he  owned  about  poe 
hundred  more.  It  was  thought  by  some  intelligent 
white  men  in  their  country,  that  within  five  years' 
past  they  had  sold  between  six  and  seven  thousand, 
head  of  cattle. 

-'They  probably  own  3,000  horses,  15,500  hogs, 
(KK)  sheep,  110  waprens,  a  plough,  and  often  several 
ploughs,  to  each  farm,  several  hundred  spinning- 
wheel;:,  and  100  looms. 

"They  cultivate  all  kinds  of  culinary  Vegetables 
common  to  the  western  country;  raise  enrn  in 
abundance,  and  have  commenced  the  growing  of 
wheat.  Their  fields  are  enclosed  with  rail  fencf  s. 
They  have,  generally,  good  log  dwellings,  (for  a 
new  countiy,)  many  of  which  have  stone  chimneys 
to  them,  with  plank  floors,  all  erected  by  themselves. 
Their  houses  are  furnished  with  plain  tables,  chairs, 
and  bedsteads;  and  with  table  and  kitchen  furni- 
ture, nearly,  or  quite,  equal  lo  the  dwellings  of 
white  people  of  new  coiintries. 

"They  have  seven  native  merchants,  one  regular 
physician,  and,  vnforhmaitly^  several  steam  doctors. 
Several  of  them  have,  at  divers  times,  become 
partners  in  large  contracts  for  furnishing  the  United 
States  army  and  emigrant  Indians.  The  traveller 
finds  among  them  bonaes  of  public  eatertainment, 
with  neat  and  comfortable  accommodations. 

'*The  Cherokee  (Government,  though  highly  cre- 
ditable to  them,  is  not  fully  systematic  and  judi- 
eioos  like  that  of  tbe  Choetaws.  This  may  be  ae- 
oonnted  for  by  tbe  unsettled  conditxen  of  the  affairs 


of  the  Cherokees  for  some  years  past.  The  laws 
extant  in  the  Territory  are  such  as  have  been 
adopted  by  the  earlier  emigrants,  since  their  settle- 
ment in  this  country,  and  are  not  a  transfer  of  the 
code  to  which  the  larger  portion  of  the  tribe  were 
subordinate  on  the  east  of  the  Mississippi. 

''Their  settlements  are  divided  into  four  dis- 
tricts, each  of  which  elects,  for  the  term  of  two 
years,  two  members  of  the  national  council — the 
title  of  which  is,  'The  General  Council  of  the  Che- 
rokee nation.'  By  law,  it  meets  annually  on  the 
fifst  Monday  in  October.  They  have  three  chiefs, 
which,  till  lately,  have  been  chosen  by  the  general 
council.  Hereafter  they  are  to  be  elected  by  the 
people.  -  The  approval  of  the  chiefs  is  necessary  to 
the  passage  of  a  law;  but  an  act  upon  which  Uiey 
have  fixed  their  veto,  may  become  a  law  by  tbe 
vote  of  tivo-thirds  of  the  council.  The  council 
consists  of  two  branches.  The  lower  is  denomina- 
ted the  CommUUejLud  the  upper  the  CouncU,  ■.  The 
concur renpe  of  both  is  necessary  to  the  passage  of 
a  law.  The  ehiefs  may  call  a  council  at  pleasure, 
and  in  several  other  respects  they  retain,  in  some 
degree,  the  authority  common  to  Indian  chiefs. 
Two  judges  belong  to  each  district,  which  hold 
courts  when  necessary.  Two  ofiicers,  denomina- 
'ted  light-horsemen,  in  each  district,  perform  the 
dut'es  of  sheriffs.  A  company  of  six  or  seven,  de- 
nominated light-horsemen,  the  leader  of  whom  is 
styled  Captain,  constitute  a  national  corps  of  rq^n- 
lators,  to  prevent  infractions  of  the  law,  and  to 
bring  to  justice  offenders." 

This,  Mr.  President,  is  ths  present  condition  of 
these  three  thousand  Indians  who  in  1819  went,  as 
I  have  already  told  you,  west  of  the  Mississippi. 
These  are  they,  4he  wildest  of  their  tribe,  who 
about  twenty  years  ago  left  behind  them  their  own 
people,  their  haUowed  homes,  and  the  graves  of 
their  forefathers,  because  their  offensive  enemy, 
dvilixeUion,  was  successfully  approaching  their  wig- 
wams. 

Sir,  the  poorest  and  most  miserable  of  the  indi- 
genous tribes  of  that  region,  in  consequence' of  SL 
change  in  our  policy  towards  them,  and  in  conse- 
quence of  having  a  permanent  home,  and  of  being 
undisturbed  by  pur  people,  seem  to  have  imbibed  a 
spirit  of  industry  and  improvement,  and  to  be  ra- 
pidly rising  up  from  their  prostrated  state  of  degra- 
dation. Yes,  the  poor  Otoe,  whose  naked  body 
was  never  covered,  until  lately,  with  any  other  gar- 
ment than  a  buffalo  skin,  is  now  seen  holding  t 
handles  of  a  plough,  and  is  to  be  seen  busily  engag- 
ed in  tilling  the  earth  for  the  subsistence  of  himselt, 
his  wife,  and  children. 

Mr.  President,  within  the  limits  of  the  proposed 
Territory  there  are  eighteen  emigrant  tribes,  who 
number  in  population  about  73,200,  and  there  are 
eight  indigenous  tribes,  whose  aggregate  number  is 
about  21,600,  making  in  all  about  95,000.  In  this 
estimate  I  have  not  included  the  wild  Indians  of 
the  prairie  or  the  mountains,  or  those  residing 
north  of  the  Missouri,  or  around  the  sources  of  the 
Mississippi,  as  all  of  these  are  without  the  limits  of 
the  Territory.  Of  those  whose  condition  we  are 
now  considering,  the  principal  and  most  influen- 
tial, and,  with  a  few  individual  exceptions,  by  far 
the  best  informed  and  civilized,  are  the  Choetaws, 
the  Chickasaws,  the  Cherokees,  and  Creeks. 
Many  of  these  have  learned  onr  language,  our  re- 
ligion, our  literature,  our  agricultural  pursuits,  and 
mechanic  arts.  Some  of  them  studied  our  forma 
of  Governn^ent,  and  have  organized  their  Govern- 
ment for  their  respective  tribes,  in  imitation  of 
ours.  They  have  printing  pressors  among  them; 
they  publish  newspapers  in  the  English' and  Indian 
languages.  They  print  their  school  books  and  al- 
manacs, Ac.;  and  Guess,  a  full-blooded  Cherokee, 
an  untutored  savage,  has  had  the  lasting  honor  of 
inventing  for  the  Cherokees  their  alphabet.  Seve- 
ral of  the  tribes  provided  for  the  establishment  of 
schools,  several  of  which  are  now  in  operation,  and 
at  which  some  hundreds  af  Indian  youths  are  now 
annually  educated.  Several  of  the  tribes  have  set 
apart  large  sums  of  money  forever,  of  which 
onr  Government  is  the  urustee,  for  purposes  of  edu- 
cation. And,  sir,  as  you  are  well  aware,  there 
are  now  annually  educated,  at  your  residence,  in 
tbe  heart  of  Kentucky,  some  two  or  three  hundred 
Indian  boys,  at  tbe  rolnntary  expense  of  tbe  ladiins 
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tbeiA«elv98.  These  tribes  have  vmonp  them  seve- 
ral shrewd,  inteliigeDt,  vealthey,  native  merchants, 
who  annually  impcrrt  into  the  coantiy  many  thou- 
sand (iullars'  worth  of  merchandise. 
^  Ti:f  V  have  mllfs  and  gins,  and  cotton  farms,  and 
in  183T  ihe  Ghoctaws  made  and  sent  to  market 
600  bales  of  cotton,  which  was  worth  upwards  of 
#20,000. 

The  raise  every  year  a  large  sarplos  of  com, 
hogs,  and  cattle,  which  they  dispose  of,  in  part,  by 
contract,  to  Government,  to  feed  the  emigrating 
Indians,  and  supply  the  troops  of  onr  garriaons. 
'  But,  sir,  as  this  inqairy  must  be  interesting  to  the 
Senate,  I  will  be  more  paricular,  and  read  a  few 
extracts  from  the  work  I  have  previously  referred 
tov  Speaking  of  the  Choctawtt,  the  author  of  this 
work  says: 

''*Tfaey  are  improving  in  civilization  andeomfort. 
Their  hbases  and  fields  indicate  a  good  degree  of 
industry*  Many  have  large  farms.  They  own 
much  live  stock,  such  aa  hoises,  cattle,  sheep,  and 
swine;  are  pretty  well  supplied  with  farming  uten- 
sils.   They  own  about  600  negro  slaves. 

*<rbey  own  three  flouring  mills,  two  cotton  gins, 
eighty -eight  looms,  and  two  hundred  and  twenty 
spinning  wheels.  They  have  thirteen  native  mer- 
chants, besides  white  men  engaged  in  the  same 
basintss. 

"In  respect  to  civilizatioD,  there  is  great  differ- 
ence amoDg  them.  Some  have  fully  adopted  the 
habits  of  civilized  man,  many  are  in  comfortable 
circumstances  in  life,  and  some  may  be  said  to  be 
wpaliby.  From  these  more  favorable  ckcnm- 
stanoes  all  grades  of  condition  eKist,  down  to  the 
Indian  who  in  advanced  but  little  in  civilization. 

**The  best  evidence  of  the  improving  eonditioaof 
the  Ghoctaws,  is  seen  in  an  entire  change  in  their 
Ckrvernmeot,  which  they  have  effected,  Otom  the 
barbarous  to  the'civilized.  We  cannot  now  assem- 
ble chiefs  and  hekdtaien  among  them,  and  transact 
bus!ne»  with  ihem  relating  to  their  people,  as  is 
thaaustom  among  uncivilized  tribes.  The  ayslem 
of  chieftaincies  has  been  abolished. 

*^he  tribe  denominates  itself  *The  Ghactaw  Na- 
tjon.'  It  has  adopted  a  written  Gonstitntion  of 
Govern inent,  similar  to  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  Slates.  Their  declaration  of  rights  secures 
io  all  equal  privileges,  libeity  of  conscience,  ex- 
cluding alt  religious  tests;  it  secures  4rial  by  jury, 
and,  in  a  word,  it  provides  for  all  that  is  felt  to  be 
necessary  in  the  incipient  stages  of-  political  exiafe- 
enee.  The  constitution  may  foe  amended  by  the 
national  council. 

'*Their  country  is  divided  into  four  jodicial  dis- 
tricts. Three  of  these  districts  annually  elect,  by 
popular  vote,  each  nine  members  of  the  national 
oouacil,  and  the  fourth  elects,  by  the  same  mode, 
.thirteen  members,  in  all  forty.  These  are  allowed 
three  dollars  a  day,  while  engaged  in  legislating. 
Within  each  district  an  officer,  denominated  a 
chief,  is  elected  for  the  term  of  four  years.  The 
national  coancii  meets  annually  on  the  first  Monday 
in  October.  It  consists  of  forty  members,  the  ne- 
oessary clerks,  a  light  horaeman,>(seFgeant-at*ai  ms,) 
and  doorkeeper.  It  ia  also  attended  by  thccbieia, 
who  have  an  i.oaorary  seat  provided  for  them,  by 
Uie  side  of  the  speaker,  tmt  they  have  no'  voice  in 
debate  in  council.  Their  signatures  are  nacessa- 
mr  to  the  passage  of  a  law.  They  may  veto  an  act, 
but  it  may  become  a  law,'  by  the  concurrence  of 
two-thiids  of  the  council,  notwittistanding.  The 
aouacil  is  styled  "^The  General  Gonncil  of  the 
Ghociaw  nation."  It  adopts  by-laws  for  its  go- 
Tsrnnent  while  m  session;  it  elects  a  speaker  and 
other  requisite  officers,  and  appoints  appr<»priate 
eommittees  to  adjust  matters- for  legislation.  All 
writings  are  in  English,  but  are  read  off  in 
the  Choataw  language.  All  discussions  are 
carried  on  in  the  Ghoctaw  4aBguage.  Each 
member  when  alK>ut  to  speak,  rises,  and  re> 
speotfoUy  addresses  the  Speaker,  using  the 
Ghodaw  word  for  speakir,  adding  tha  .syllable 
ma,  which  nearly  correspoads  with  the  fiag4ish  Mr. 
or  sir.  The  qnesiian  ia  put  in  the  form  customary 
io  Lrgislative  bodies,  and  the  vole  i%  given  by  ri- 
ffiaf .  The  prctiminary  of  a  law  is,  *'Be  it  enacted 
bf  the  General  Gonacil  of  the  Ghoctaw  nation.*' 
In  futwn  the  Constitution  and  laws  will  be  pidnled 
m  hem  tbeObocMiw  aad  English  language.     -By 


the  Gcmatftution,  the  government  is  compoaed  of 
four  deparimeats,  viz:  Legislative,  BxeoutiTa,  Jndl- 
oial,  and  Military.  Three  jud^  are  eieetad  by 
the  people  in  each  district,  who  hold  inferior  and 
superior  c  urts  within  their  respective  districts. 
Ten  light-horsemen  in  each  district  perform  the  du- 
ties of  sheriff's,  and  the  sum  of  |900  per  annum  is 
allowed  to  each  district  for  their  compensation.  An 
act  has  recently  been  paased  for  the  oi^ganization  of 
the  militia. 

'4n<fividual  indians  have  frequently  become  ci- 
vilized, and  subject  to  the  lAws  of  white  men,  but 
the  Ghoctaws  famish  the  first  instance  among  the 
abariginal  tribes  of  America,  of  aelf-goveromant, 
divested  of  the  barharous  customs  which  belong  to 
the  savage  state.  It  is  truly  gratifying  that  the  laws 
of  a  Gommonwealth  have  been  esUiblished  within 
the  Indian  Territory,  so  soon  after  the  plan  of  or- 
ganizing an  Indian  Government  had  been  under- 
taken by  the  Government  of  the  United  Sta'es.  It 
evlncee  the  capacity  of  the  natives  to  think  and  act 
for  themselves;  and  it  may  be  looked  upon  as  a 
sure  pteaage  of  ihe«ucces8  nltimately  of  the  deaign' 
of  the  Government  to  place  all  the  tribes  in  the  en- 
joyment of  such  blessings. 

'*mie  following  brief  narrative  of  die  manner  in 
which  our  business  was  attended  to  by  the  last  ge- 
neral council,  to  whioh  we  presented  for  considera- 
tion the  bill  for  the  organization  of  the  Indian  Ter- 
ritory, does  not  fully  comport  with  the  deaign  of  the 
register,  nevertheless,  as'it  relates  to  a  period  which 
Witt  be  marked  as  a  new  era  ia  the  hiatory  of  the 
Indians,  and  as  the  reader  cannot  feel  perfectly  sar 
tisfi^  with  general  remarks,  because,  if  we  would 
understand  the  true  condition  of  a  people,  we  must 
have  brfore  us  an  unvnmished  story  of  their  affairs 
in  common  life,  we  will  insert  it. 

(«On  our  arrival  we  informed  a  member  of  the 
council  that  we  had  been  commisaioned  tp  transact 
business  with  the  Ghoctaws,  and  inquired  in 
what  manner  it  could  be  brought  before  .ihem. 
He  said  a  written  notice  must  be  sent  to  the  speak- 
er; and  politely  offered  to  serve  us  in  presenting 
any  papers  that  we  desired.  A  eommnnieation 
was  accordingly  conveyed  to  the  speaker,  who,  in 
due  form,  submitted  it  to  the  consideration  of  the 
council.  It  was  decided  by  vote  that  we  should,  at 
a  given  time,  be  introduced  into  the  council.  A 
seat  was  prepared,  an  interpreter  appointed,  and  a 
committee  of  two  sent  to  inform  us,  and  lo  conduct 
OS  to  our  eeat.  Having  leoaived  our  communica- 
tion, the  subject  was  for  the  present  dismissed  by 
(be  conncU,  to  be  corndderad  in  its  proper  place  in 
tha  order  of  bnsincsa. 

**Thare  was  in  the  vicinity  only  one  house  #f 
public  entertainment  For  want  of  room  in  the 
tavern,  and  for  the  eahe  of  economy,  a  majority 
of  the  members,  and  of  others  in  *  attendance, 
boarded  themselves  in  camp.  This  session  lasted 
mtmb  longer  than  had  been  anticipated.  Thaconse- 
f  qence  was  some  inoonvenience  for  want  of  sup- 
plies, and  great  anxiety  to  adjourn,  which,  with 
many,  was  increased  on  account  of  ibeir  business 
requiriagtheir  presence  at  their  homes.  Notwitli- 
itanding  this  state  of  anxiety,  on  a  Saturday  night 
they  naaniniously  voted  not  to  sit  on  the  Sabbath, 
and,  by  a  unanimous  vote,  invited  a  miniater  of  the 
•Gospel  to  preach  in  the  hall,  and  appointed  an  in« 
terpreter,  and  a  committee  to  ndtify  him.  Ail  this 
was  done  without  a  hint  from  a  white  man  to 
prompt  it.  A  congregation  never  behaved  with 
mora  propriety  under  the  preaching  of  a  chaplain 
in  Googress  Hall,  thtfn  did  this  in  the  natioaal  hall 
of  the  Ghoctaws. 

'(Qur  business  was  referred  to  a  committee,  which 
reported.  The  council,  in  the  discusuon  of  the  aub-^ 
ject,  snd  in  making  out  its   response,   sat  with 
cksed  d«i0rs.   Their  communication  was  sent  to  us 
by  a  me.s^enger. 

''We  then  informed  one  of  the  members  that  we 
should  be  happy  toukaieava  of  the  council  in  a 
lormal  and- friendly  manner.  They  passed  a  reso- 
lution, by  which  they  sent  a  member  and  iaviteii  us 
within  the  bar,  and  heard  from  us  a  brief  larewell 
addffss,  auihe  conolqsion  of  which  the  speaker  and 
all  the  members  mse  fsom  their  seatr,  and  remained 
atanding  until  we  had  retirad. 

^ThejF  Set  in  oouncil  with  heads  iinoovarid„e](r 
«0ptui9  aoma  in  Indiaacestam^iWho  wnar  tarhaiw 
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There  were  many  animated  speedies.  WeoouldBot 
understand  a  single  sentence,  but  were  chamed  vitk 
the  gracefulness  with  which  the  speakenMUs^sg^ei 
thetapslves  from  their  seats,  ani  delivered  tfaflk 
speeches.  IntonaUon  of  voice  was  sweet,  tad  geiticiip 
lation  appropriate;  both  of  them  free  (h>a  thou  efr 
tremesofMg^  and  (oio,  of  iiomi  and  edn,  which 
too  often  injure  speeches  in  legislative  bod^ 
Some  of  those  who  were  prominent  in  d^ie  ve^e 
full4>k)oded  Indians,  in  the  Indian  costume. 

''Many  of  the  counseHors,  no  doibt,  will  sooa  ' 
figure  as  statesmen.  We  forbear,  in  this  ]^aee,  lo 
mention  nam^,  because  we  shonld  be  eompdhd 
either  to  do  injustiiAs  to  some;  or  to  fill  op  toomiidi 
space.  On  one  occasion  a  very  amaiated  debate 
arose,  in  which  two  ardent  young  men  rasposded  to 
each  other  in  two  or  three  pretty  long  speeebei,  ia 
which  they  used  written  nelee.** 

Of  the  Greeks,  he  states:  "They  caltinie  ctfo, 

and  nil  the  vegetables  common  to  thecltinate  ani 

country.    They  spin,  weave,  sew,  aad  foUov  oihn 

pnrsuits  of  industry.    Their  fields  and  dweUiop re^ 

semble  those  of  white  people  in  new  settleaeBH. 

Many  of  them  have  large  stocks  of  cattle.  Tke 

contractors'  for  fumiehing  supplies  to  emigast  Ir- 

dians  have  purchased  of  the  earlier  emigtaats  nA 

qnantiiies  of  com;  among  odiers,  the  anaciei 

amounts  of  purchases  have  beea  made  from  tb 

following  persona,  prior  to  the  crop  of  1837: 

Of  Lewis  Ferryman,  #3,650  wot  th  >r  eon, 

"Mr.  Hardrich,  4,500    " 

"  Daniel  Grayson,  1,500    "  '' 

"Ribhard  Grayson,  1,500    "  '' 

"George Grayson,  1,500    •*  " 

"Mm.  J.  Mcintosh,  (widow,)  1,400    "  » 

In  all,  #14.050  worth  of  eon. 

"Qefore  the  crop  of  ^837  had  been  harveaed, 
contracts  were  made  for  tip  wards  of  |35,000  woAk 
of  cam.  Vast  quantities  still  remain  unsold.  Era 
the  latter  emigranu,  who  arrived  ta  their  eoaaiif 
the  winter  and  spring  previous  to  the  croppiag  see- 
son  of  1837,  though  they  had  to  prepaie  nev  fieMe, 
in  the  months  of  September  and  October,  of  te 
aama year,  sold  to  the  contractors |10,000  voitliol 
com.    They  have  two  native  merchants. 

''Notwithstanding  the  Greeks,  as  a  people,  are  ia 
the  rear  of  the  Ghoctaws  and  Ghciokees  ia  n|«d 
to  civilizatioh,  there  is  much  intelligence,  fcfai* 
ment,  and  WeaUh  among  them.'* 

Sir,  I  wilt  not  weary  the  patience  of  thetaate 
by  further  extracts;  I  will  only  add  that  ai  the 
statements  wfaksh  I  have  read  to  Oie  Senate  will  ke. 
found  (0  be  ihHy  corroborated  by  the  official  nfom 
of  Messrs.  Arcstrong  and  Brown,  and  oihBBi 
made  at  the  last  session  to  the  War  Dcpannott 
and  which  were,  aa  the  S^ate  will  nneiBbtf, 
communicated  through  t^iat  Depeirtmeat  ta.Oea^ 
greas.  These  reports  were  printed,  and  ace  novto 
be  found  in  our  pnblic  journals  of  the  lastasMoa 
Should  any  honoi  able  Senator  desire  fuither  nfof* 
mation  upon  this  interesting  subject,  I  refer  him  to 
these  reports. 

Mr.  President,  these  are  the  people  in  whose  b6 
half  the  Gommittee  on  Indian  A^Ihirs  invoka  pftt 
l^slation .  These  are  the  people  whom  «a  dsni^ 
in  the  faithful  discharge  of  our  covenants  uift 
them,  to  preserve  from  exterminating  warsaaaieK 
themselves.  These  are  they  whom  wedesiif « 
civilize  and  improve,  and  to  keep*  from  ft|ii>f 
back  into  their  original  state  of  savngeisa,  fiM 
which  they  have  so  recently  and  but  ao  paiiWIf 
emeiged. 

Here,  Mr.  President,  I  should  condode  Bf  le* 
marks,  ware  it  nut  that,  aa  impression  seemi  t* 

frevail  in  the  minds  of  some  gentlemen  that  ^ 
ndians  will  not  willingly  accept  ot  this  Mft  * 
comply  voluntarily  with  the  terms  it  propeees.  |bi 
if  no  attempts  had  been  ma 'I*  toasceriyaM 
sentiments  upon  this  subject,  1  vhonid  fuy^*'* 
great  confidence,  from  my  knowkd^  of  ihallM 
character,  that  such  impressions  are  nM  v^ 
fbunded.  • 

The  Senate  will  recollect  that  this  is  the  M 
.  time  this  bill  has  been  introdno^  intailRlMr* 
and  that  the  Indians  have  been  wry  miaaMf  ^ 
prised  of  our  moveoif  nmtipon  itaii»  aa  ihif  s^ 
ftneratly,  «pon  itil  sobfeoaa  o^yieoiad  «dh  tmt 
intarastt.'  Miany  «f  ihtm  Mive  aaaa  acfifliaf  *>< 
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iiil,  and  have  had  its  several  provisions  ei({>l£ined 
to  them.  Those  who  andemtood  it  hav^  given 
tbefr  assent  to  it  in  ihe  most  uneqatvoeal  manner.  . 
Eleven  of  the  tribes  have  assented  to  the  terms  of 
thi«  bAl,  and,  shoald  it  become  a  !aw,  are  ready  to 
comply  with  each  and  ali  of  it^  provisions.  Bat 
it  is  true,  as  I  understand,  that  the  Choctaws 
look  upon  it  with  jealoasy,  and  have  been  indaced 
to  consider  it  as  the  first  step  for  their  removal 
farther  towards  the  **setting  sun;'*  and,  on  that  m> 
cnmtt  as  I  understated  their  a^ent  to  state,  they 
disapprove  of  it.  Sir,  let  them' understand  ihis 
^11,  and,  mere  than  that,  our  motives  in  passing 
itf  and  i  will  guaranty  that  they  <vili  accept  of  it 
JOkOst  gratefully..  Why  shonid  they,  of  all  others 
liie  most  interested  in  such  a  measure,  refuse  or  be 
nhwilling  to  meet  their  brethren  in  council  to  furm 
A  confederacy  for  general  purposes?  I  can  see  no 
good  reason  fur  their  refusal. 

By  the  fifth  >eciion  of  this  bill  it  is  made  the  duty 
of  the  superintendent  to  **inyite  ihe  chiefs  of  the 
various  tribes,  or  parts  of  tribes,  embra^d  in 
tka  act,  to  unite  in  a  general  council,  for  the 
purpose  of  forming  a  confederation,  for  regulating 
t  he  intercourse  and  preserving  peace  with  each 
other,  and  for  their  assent  to  such  of  the  provisions 
of  this  act  as  may  require  their  co-operatitfn  or  as- 
jent;  and,  such  articles  of  confederation  and  such 
ftssent  shall  not  be  binding  on  any  tribe  unless  sub- 
sequently assented  to  by  such  tribe  in  cibtfncil,  or 
by  its  delegates  duly  authorized  for  that  pjrtrpose." 
..  b  there  any  thing  in  this  section,  Mr.  President, 
{and  this  section  is  the  essence  of  the  Whole  bill,) 
which  looln  like  the  first  step  for  drivhig  them 
farther  to  the  west?  And,  by  the  fir^t  section  of  the 
bill,  af^er  describing  the  boundary  of  the  territory, 
and  giving  it  a  name,  it  is  stipulated  Hhat  those 
lands  **sha]I  be,  and  the  same  are  hereby,  re^rved 
for  the  use  of  the  various  Indian  tribes  #ho  have, 
pr  may  have,  a  right  to  the  same;  and  rhe  faith  of 
Uie  United  States  is  hereby  pledged,  that  such  parts 
of  said  Indian  territory  a^  have  been  dr  shall  be 
granted  or  ceded  to  any  of  (he  Indian  tribes,  are 
and  shall  be  secured  to  them  and  their  dlpscendants, 
and  the  United  States  will  cause  patents  to  be  issued 
to  said  tribes,  respectively,  according  to  the  terms 
of  such  grants  or  cessions.''  Has  this  the  ap- 
pearance of  a  drsposition,  on  our  part,  of  harboring 
the  treaaherous  design  of  driving  our  ^ed  brethren 
farther  to  the  west?  No,  sir,  no  such  base  treache- 
ry and  violation  of  our  plighted  faith,  I  am  proud 

'  to  say,  has  ever  yet  sullied  the  es<mtcheon  of  an 
JItmeiican  Senate.    The  Senate,  sir,  is  incapable  of 

'  ffooping  to  such  degradation,  or  of  packing  upon 
fbeiT  consciences  such  a  load  of  inftimy.    Sir,  we 

'liave  no  such  views;  our  object  is  to  benefit,  and 

'  iftot  to  injure;  to  preserve,  and  not  to  destroy.  Sir, 
permit  me  to  in  fern  my  red  brethren  that,  if  ever 
they  are  intruded  upon  by  our  citiz^hs,  that  iniru- 
Moa  will  approach  them  from  the  ^c^r,  or  from  the 
shores  of  the  Pacific,  beyond  the  Rocky  moun- 
tains. Let  them  look  for  th^  *'pale  fkces"  in  that 
direction,  for  they  have  nothing  to  fear  from  them 
from  any  .other  quarter.  In  s^ort,  rir,  they  object 
to  the  bill,  not  for  what  it  contaitis,  but  for  what  it 
does  not  contain. 

In  any  event,  this  will  be  a  harmless  measure,  aa 
it  dan  operate  only  upon  those  who  voluntarily 
assent  to  it.  And  sliould  it  be  relucted,  after  fully 
vHderstai^ding  it,  and,  in  consecfuence  of  that 
HJectfdfi,  the  evils  we  anticipate  should  fall  upon 
those  unfortunate  human  beings,  it  will,  at  t^ast, 
be  a  consolation  for  us  to  reflect  th&t,  as  hrnnnne 
g^nardian^,  we  have  done  our  duty  in  trying  to 
aroid  those  calamities. 

By  the  8ih  "section  of  the  bill.  We  give  to  the  con- 
federated  tribes  a  delegate,  to  reside  at  the  seat  of 
tSovernmcnt.  Being  a  member  of  that  committee 
\vbose  duty  it  is  to  taka  cogoixance  of  all  subjects 
relating  td  Indian  affairs,  I  feel  anthorixed  in  say* 
ing,  that  I  have  no  doubt  that  the  interests  both  of 
the   United  States  and  of  the  confederated  tiibea 

'Wpald  be  {promoted  by  having  a  delegate  here  to 

'  bou^ult  and  advise  with.  Such'  a  boon,  addressed 
to'  aspiring  ambition,  it  is  thought,  would  also  have 

'af1i'*j)py  tendency. 

'^fefore  concluding  ^y '  reticiAi'ks,   it  is  proper 

-  'l&r  'me  to*  say  a  wtt-d  ofHwo  opion  the  subject  ol! 
iifffetfmiltcfl(ii(  the'.fhdi^'^^foHal  GCivMfii^ 


And  upon  this  particialar  Much  of  the  inquiry  I 
beg  leave  to  avail  myaelf  of  the  estimates  df  my 
friend  and  late  colleague  upoti  the  committee, 
[Gten.  Tipton,]  who,  from  his  superior  know- 
ledge, and  the  great  time  he  has  devoted  to  the  con- 
sideration of  this  subject,  'in  all  its  various  bear^ 
inf  s,  is  much  more  to  be  relied  upon  than  are  any 
calculations  of  mine.  I  regret,  sir,  that  any  cir- 
cumstanee  should  have  called  him  from  his  seat 
before  thts  bill  had  been  disposed  of;  and,  most  of 
all,  such  a  circumstance  as  that  of  domestic,  family 
afflictions. 

The  parallel  which  he  draws  in  administering  the 
intercourse  laws  in  the  proposed  Territory,  and  the 
expenses  of  the  Gk>vernmeRt  proposed  by  this  bill, 
was  slated  by  him  in  his  speech  of  the  last  year. 
He  says: 
^^Present  annual  expendUure$  under  existing  lam  with' 

in  tkevropoHd  Jfufioa  Territory, 
Five  agents,  at  |l,500         -  -'         -#7,500 

Four  sub-agents,  at  |750    -  -.  -   3,0(H) 

One  clerk,  at  |1,000  -  -  -  J,000 

Seven  interpreters,  at  |300  -  -  -  3,100 

Tweot)'-five  gun  and  blacksmith?,  at  j840  -  20,000 
Seven  farmers  and  assistants,  at  |600  -  4,800 
Twelve  teachers,  at  from  |d33  to  }840  -  6,960 
Three  millets  ....    i  jqq 

One  millwright,  (vacant)    -  -  -      600 

St:  Louis  Sinperintendency. 
One  superintendent-  -  -  -   1,500 

One  interpreter  ....  300 
Two  clerks  -  -  -  -   i^QOO 

One  laborer  ....      igo 


»53,240 


Expenses  of  proposed  TefHtorts^  Government, 
Superintendent's  salary    ...  'f3,000 
Clerk's  salary      -  -  -  -         800 

Subsistence  of  delegates  attending  general 

council  ....      2,000 

Printing  laws  and  regulations       -  -         300 

Contingencies      »  -  -  -'     1,000 
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"At  the  end  of  the  first  four  yean  after  the 
Territorial  Goveniment  goes  into  operation,  one- 
half  of  the  agents,  sub-agents,  and  interpreters 
may  be  dispensed  with;  and  after  the  expiration  of 
eight  years,  every  agent,  sub-agent,  and  interpreter 
may  be  discharged,  leaving  to  the  superintendent, 
the  chiefs,  and  the  general  council,  the  manage- 
ment of  the  entire  bnsiness  of  the  Territory. 
Among  the  emigrant  tribes,  there  are  a  numVier  of 
young  men  of  talent,  well  educated,  and  wanting 
employment.  These  men,  with  the  assistance  of 
the  superintendent  and  council,  will  be  able  to 
manage  all  the  business  for  their  people  within 
their  Territory.  Officers  will  be  civated  for  them 
to  aspire  to,  and  it  will,  I  have  no  doubt,  be  found 
the  interest  of  both  our  Government  and  the  In«r 
dians,  at  no  distant  day,  to  withdraw  every  white 
man  holding  an  office  from  the  Territory,  leaving 
th^  Indians  to  manage  their  own  cbncems  for  them- 
selves. 

**The  expcttdittir^s  will  soon  be  still  farther  re- 
duced, by  discontinuing  the  artisans  at  present  em- 
ployed among  the  lodtans  under  treaty  stipula- 
tions, as  above  stated,  all  of  whom,  excejfting  two, 
are  engaged  for  limited  periods.  T«*o  are  perma- 
nent; the  others  are  for  the  following  periods,  viz: 
daring  the  pleasure  of  the  President,  18;  at  the  dis- 
cretion of  Congress,  4;  for  five  years,  4;  for  ten 
years,  8;  for  sixteen  years,  3;  for  twenty  y«rs,  4; 
for  thirty  years,  5;  uncertain,  II. 

"Some  of  them  have  been  several  y^ars  en- 
gajz^ed,  and  may  soon  be  discharged.  In  the  year 
1959,  the  term  of  service  for  the  longest  engage- 
ments will  expire.  At  that  period  we  can  with- 
draw the  last  bf  our  mechanics  from  the  service 
of  the  Indians,  and  it  is  proper  that  we  should 
do  so. 

••It  will  become  the  dnty  of  the  hend  of  the 

Indian  Department  to  inform  the  Indian;  that  our 

Government  witl^at  the  end  of  the  present  ^^gRKe- 

ments  fbr  white  mechanics,  discontinue  them.  The 

'  superintendent  and  all  other  efficers  of  the  Terr^ 

'  twy  wiltlse^  the  n«<:<i^ty«f  placing  Indian  yotvil^ 


in  workshops,  either  within  their  Territory  or  else- 
where, to  learn  all  branches  of  mechanism,  to  be 
prepared  for  the  time  when  oar  present  engage- 
mentsto  fhmish  them  will  have  expired. 

••When  we  shall  discontinue  the  practice  of  fur- 
nidhing  meehanica  and  laborers  to -work  for  the 
Indians,  the  expenses  of  the  Territorial  Govern- 
ment will  be  reduced  to  |6,100  per  annum.'* 

Suoh,  sir,  are  the  calculations  he  makes,  aad  I 
have  no  doubt  bat  they  will  be  found  in- practice  to 
be  very  correct. 

Blr.  President,  allow  roe,  before  t  conclude,  to 
express,  in  a  word,  my  regret  that  this  bill  does  not 
seemt«iind  favor  with  the  De^rtment.  It  is  a 
measure  whidi  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs, 
hacked  by  the  late  and  present  Executive,  have 
been  striving  for  years  to  consummate.  I  regret 
th»  unexpected  opposition,  because  for  that  officer 
I  entertain  the  kindest  feelings,  and  believe  the  sen- 
timents he  expressed  in  his  late  report  are 'the 
honest  convictions  of  his  mind;  and  yet  I  must  swy 
that  I- have  read  his  report  without  betngconvinced 
of  my  error. 

I  will  trotihle  the  Senate  iip  farther.  We,  fir, 
have  discharged  wtiat  we  consider  our  duty  m 
bringing  tbis  n»atter  before  the  Senate,  and  in  their 
hands  I  leave  it. 


SPEECH  OF  MR.  BRONSON, 
Of  N«w  York, 

JnHte  Htuse  ffltepresentaHves,  February  27,  1839— 
The  general  appropriation  biH  beihg  under  con- 
sideration, Mr.  Bill  had  moved  to  strike  out  the 
enacting  clause. 

Mr.  BRONSON  addressed  the  House  as  follows; 
Mr.  Spkaker:  I  have  not  risen  at  this  time  to  go 
Into  a  general  examination  of  the  expenses  of  die 
Government  or  the  appropriations  contained  in 
this  bill,  but  shall  confine  myself  chiefly  to  such  as 
relate  to  the  Northern  frontier,  whtch  I  am  more 
particularly  induced  to  do  at  this  moment  in  con-  . 
sequence  of  the  remarks  of  the  honorable  gentle- 
man from  Tennessee,  [Mr.  BelkJ  from  whom  we 
have  just  beard  a  reiteration  of  some  change  j  which 
have  before  been  made  by  that  honorable  gentle- 
man in  relfition  to  the  course  of  the  Administration 
respecting  the  border  difficulties  on  that  frontier, 
and  the  action  of  the  Executive  in  respect  to  that 
matter.  I  understand  the  gentleman  from  Tennes- 
see to  charge  that  the  Admistration  are  mainly  la 
fault  for  the  unfortunate  events  which  have  takea 
place  on  the  Northern  border,  in  whibh  oar  own 
citizens  have  been  engaged,  and  that  it  has  been 
owing  principally,  if  not  entirely,  to  the  want  of 
prompt,  energetic,  and  efficient  action  on  the  part 
of  the  Executive  of  our  Government,  thai-oor  own 
citizens  have  taken  part  in  these  troubles,  and  that 
the  spirit  which  has  been  manifested  by  ttie  border 
iahabicants  in  relation  to  the  Canadian  difficulties 
would  have  been  speedily  and  easily  suppressed  if 
the  President  had  takeo  early  and  decided  grooad 
on  the  matter.  Sir,  the  gentleman  conld  not  have 
been  led  into  a  greater  error,  respecting  the  con- 
duct of  the  Esecutive,  and  I  apprehend  he  has  not 
well  reoiembened  the  history,  oi'exailkiiicd  the  do- 
cuments, in  relerenoe  lo  these  matters,  or  he  coold 
not  havefiallen  into  ssch  a  ooasse  of  afgunent. 

I  recollect,  sonctiate  aao,  wttentbia  House  was 
in  Committee  of  (he  Whole,  to^  have  heard  the 
Fame  charges  substantially  from  the  honolable  gen 
ileman  from  Tennessee;  and,  in  ailnding  to  the  ap- 
propriations which  had  been  made  for  the  protec- 
tion of  the  Northern  frontier,  and  which  he  sated 
at  one  million  of  dollars,'  (but  which  1  believe  were 
only  (6*^5,000,)  the  honorable  gentlemen  insisted 
that  "every  cent  of  that  expenditure  might  have  been 
saved  to  the  nation,  if  the  President,  instead  of  tem- 
porizing, and  waiting  to  see  what  public  sentiment 
would  be,  and  iufi*ering  the  feeble  proclamations 
of  the  Governors  of  the  States  to  go  forth  as  a  sub- 
stitute for  his  own,  had  upon  the  first  indication  ( f 
disturbances  in  that  quarter  issued  such  a  procla- 
mation as  he  did  in  November  last;**  and  the  gen- 
tleman added  that  ''that  did  not  suit  the  policy  of 
an  electioneering  Administration;  it  was  hazaiding 
quite  too  much  to  take  ground  in  advance  of  public 
opinion,'*  A«.' 
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These  charges  are,  in  my  opioioD,  wholly  uo- 
fouDded  iri  /act,  and  I  shall  endeavor  to  show  lo 
this  House,  and  xo  ihe  honorable  .genileman  from 
Tennessee,  ihat  they  are  so.  Why,  sir,  so  far  from 
there  being  any  want  of  prompt  action  on  the  part 
of  the  President,  or  any  hesitation  as  to  the  coarse 
which  he  should  pursue,  the  truth  is  that  he  did  at 
the  earliest  moment  take  ground,  openly  and  de- 
cisiTely,  respecting  the  interference  of  our  own  ci- 
tizens with  the  Canadian  troubles,  and  that  from 
that  moment  the  course  of  the  Administration  has 
been  uniform  and  unceasing  in  endeavoring  to  pre- 
vent any  violations  of  our  Uws  and  treaties,  and 
to  preserve  our  neutrality  by  every  means  in  its 
power,  and  by  all  lawful  means  to  restrain  our  ci- 
tizens from  a  participaiion  in  the  affairs  of  their 
Canadian  neighbors. 

Without  recurring  lo  facts  notorious,  and  within 
the  knowledge  of  every  citizen  on  the  frontier,  I 
beg  to  c^l  the  attention  of  the  House  to  the  do- 
cnments  which  have  been  printed  and  laid  upon 
our  tables,  and  which  show  what  action  the  Execu- 
tive has  taken  on  this  subjt^ct.  As  early  as  the  7ih 
December,  1837,  and  in  the.  very  outset  of  the 
troubles  in  Lower  Cauada,  and  before  any  diffi- 
culty had  arisen  in  Upper  Canada,  the  Secretary  of 
State,  by  the  direction  of  the  President,  addr^s.sed 
circular  to  the  Governors  of  Vermont,  New  York, 
and  Michigan,  and  also  to  the  United  States  Dis- 
trict Attorneys  in  those  States,  of  which  the  follow- 
ing are  copies: 

DlPARTMBNT  OF  StaTE, 

^Washington,  December  7, 1837. 
Sir:  A  contest  having  commenced  in  a  territory 
•f  Great  Britain  adjoining  the  United  States,  be- 
tween portions  of  die  population  and  Government, 
during  which  attempts  may  be  made  to  violate  the 
laws  of  the  United  States  passed  to  preserve  the 
relations  of  anuty  with  foreign  powers,  and  to«fulfil 
the  obligations  ol  our  treaties  with  them,  by  the  di- 
rections of  the  President  I  have  the  honor  to  request 
the  attention  of  your  excellency  to  any  movements 
of  that  character  that  may  be  contemplated  in  the 
Slate  of  N<w  York,  and  your  prompt  interference 
to  arrest  the  parties  concerned,  if  any  preparations 
are  made  of  a  hostile  nature  against  any  foreign 
power  in  amity  with  the  United  States. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sIk, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  FORSYTH. 
His  excellency  Willum  L.  Miacr, 

Governor  of  the  State  of  New  York. 
[The  same  to  the  Governors  of  Vermont  and 
Michigan.J 

Department  op  State, 
Washington,  December  7,.  1837. 

Sia:  In  the  course  of  the  contest  which  has  com- 
menced in  a  portion  of  the  territ<»ry  of -Great  Bri- 
tain, between  portions  of  the  population  and  the 
Government,  some  of  our  citizens  may,  from  their 
connection  with  the  settlers,  and  from  their  love  of 
enterprise  and  desire  of  change,  be  induced  to  for- 
get their  duty  to  their  own  Government,  and  its  ob- 
ligations to  foreign  powers.  It  is  the  fixed  deter- 
mination of  the  President  faithfully  to  discharge,  so 
far  as  his  power  extends,  all  the  obligations  of  this 
Government,  and- that  obligation  especially  which 
requires  that  we  shall  abstain,  under  every  tempta- 
tion, from  intermeddling  with  the  domestic  disputes 
of  other  nations.  Yon  are,  therefore,  earnestly  en- 
joined to  be  attentive  to  ail  movements  of  a  hostile 
chitracter,  contemplated  or  attempted  within  your 
district,  and  to  prosecute,  without  discrimination, 
ail  violators  of  thofe  laws  of  the  United  States 
which  have  been  enacted  to  preserve  peace  with 
foreign  powei^,  and  to  fulHl  ail  the  obligations  of 
our  treaties  with  them. 

I  am,  sir,  yt  ur  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  FORSYTH. ' 

Daniel  Kellogg,  eFq. 
United  States  Attorney,  Rockingham,  Vt. 

[The.  same  to  the  District  A'tomeys  for  the 
northern  district  of  New  York  and  Michigan  dis- 
trict] 

And  on  the  9ih  December,  1837,  a  circular  was 
issued  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  all  the 
collectors  ou  the  Drontier,  in  which,  after  recitihg 


the  foregoing  instructions  given  to   the  district  atr 
torneys,  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  says: 

*' By  a  similar  direction,  you  and  your  oflicers 
are  required  to  co-operate  with  the  district  attor- 
neys, and  other  United  States  efficers,  in  all  legal 
modes,  to  assist  them  in  the  acci  mpli^hment  cf  the 
objects  before  staled." 

Thtis  far  there  ii^ad  been  no  particular  overt  act 
on  the  part  of  our  citizens,  which  called  for,  or 
would  justify,  any  more  active  or  decided  interfe- 
rence on  the^part  of  the  General  Government;  but 
late  in  December  the  gathering  took  place  on 
Navy  island,  which  was  finally  followed  by  that 
atrocious  outrage,  the  burning  of  the  *'Caroliu^;*^ 
and  on  the  receipt  ia  this  city  of  the  news  of  that 
affair,  and  of  the  movements  consequeni  upon  it, 
which  was  about  the  4th  or  5ih  January,  1838,  a 
proclamation  was  immediately  issued  by  the  Presi- 
dent, in  which,  after  a  preamble  noticing  the  state 
of  affairs  on  the  frontier,  &c.  the  proclamation 
concludes  as  follows : 

"Wow,  therefore,  to  the  end  that  the  authority  of 
the  laws  may  be  maintained,  and  the  faith  of  trea- 
ties observed,  I,  Martin  Van  Buren,  do  most  ear- 
nestly exhort  all  citizens  of  the  United  States  who 
have  thus  violated  their  duties,  to  return  peacea- 
bly to  their  respective  homes;  and  I  hereby  warn 
them,  that  any  persons  who  shall  compromit  the 
neutrality  of  this  Government,  by  interfering  in  an 
unlawful  manner  with  the  affairs  of  the  neighbor- 
ing British  Provinces,  will  render  themselves  liable 
to  arrest  and  punishment  under  the  laws  of  the 
United  Stateis,  which  will  be  rigidly  enforced  \  and, 
also,  that  they  will  receive  no  aid  or  countenance 
from  their  Government,  into  whatever  difficulties 
they  may  be  thrown  by  the  violation  of  the  laws 
of  their  country,  and  of  the  territory  of  a  neighbor- 
ing and  friendly  nation. 

Given  under  my  hand  at  the  cilv  of  Washing- 
ton, the  fifth  day  of  January,  one   thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  thirty-eighty  and 
[seal.]  the  sixty-second  of  the  Independence  of 
the  United  States. 

M.  VAN  CUREN. 
By  the  President: 

John  FoasTTH,  Secretary  of  Stale." 

This  proclamation,  it  will  be  observed,  (which 
bears  data  the  5th  January,  1838,)  contains,  in  sub- 
tance,  the  same  seniimeuts,  which  were  after  wards 
leiterated  in  the  proclamation  of  November  lasi; 
and,  thouj^h  not  in  the  same  words,  yet  it  does  »s 
clearly  and  distinctly  indicate  the  ground  which  the 
Executive  intended  to  t^ke  as  does  the  proclama- 
tion of  November,  and  if  that  was  sufficiently  ex- 
plicit to  define  the  position  of  the  Administration, 
certainly  this  one  of  January  was  equally  explicit. 
I  apprehend  the  gentleman  had  overlookeil  this 
proclamation  when  he  charged  the  Executive  with 
being  governed  by  electioneering  moiivcs,  and  un- 
willing to  hazard  auy  thing  by  taking  ground  in 
advance  of  public  sentiment.  Sir,  if  the  Adminis- 
tration had  been  governed  by  such  motives  as  the 
gentleman  from  Tennessee  imputes,  no  such  pro- 
clamation would  have  gone  forth,  and  particularly 
at  that  time,  when  the  national  feeling  and  national 
honor  had  been  so  outraged  by  the  atrocity  before 
alluded  to.  An  "electioneering  Administration" 
would  have  "temporized"  under  such  circum- 
stances, and  in  view  of  a  speedily  approaching 
election  on  that  frontier;  and,  by  so  doinir,  might 
have  compromitted  the  neutrality  and  endangered 
the  peace  of  the  country.  But  wiih  what  propriety 
this  Administration  can  be  charged  with  so  tempo- 
rizing, I  leave  for  the  flouse  to  judge.  At  the 
same  time  that  this  proclamation  of  the  5th  of 
January  was  issued,  General  Scott  was  sent  to  that 
frontier,  further  circulars  were  issued  by  the  Secre- 
tary of  War  to  the  Governors  of  Vermont,  Michi- 
gan, and  New  York,  reiterating  the  views  and  de- 
signs of  the  President,  which  had  been  previously 
expressed,  and  requei^ting  them  to  aid  the  General 
Government  in  enforcing  the  obligations  of  neu- 
trality, as  well  as  to  repel  invasion,  and  fo  call  out 
the  militia  of  the  States,  \t  necessary.  I  might  go 
on  accumulating  evidence  upon  evidence,  and  fact 
upon  fact,  to  show  that  nothing  can  be  more  unjust 
than  the  charge  that  the  Admimstration  did  no! 
early  and  distinctly  take  ground  upon  this  subject, 
and  such  ground,  too^  as  suited,  not  the  policy  of 


an  tUclwiutring  AdminislTtAiont  but  the  policy  of 
an  Admini:»tration  willing  and  anxious  to  miiQUia 
the  interests  and  honor  of  the  whole  natioD;  ud 
t!ie  documents  which  I  have  quoted,  as  well  as  ^ 
whole  history  of  the  affair,  when  examined,  wiU 
show  most  conclasively  that  there  was  no  shrinkii^ 
fro  u  duty  on  the  pan  of  the  Executive;  that,  in  ad- 
vance  of  public  sentiment,  and  io  the  verjr  ontset 
of  the  Canadian  troubles,  the  President  took  ths 
earliest  and  most  efficient  means  which  were  io  hii 
power  to  restrain  our  own  citizens  from  any  onliw- 
ful  interference  vi  ith  those  troubles.    The  ciuzensof 
the  frontier  were  not  unadvised  of  the  real  intentions 
ofihe  President,  or  kepi  in  the  dark  as  to  his  views  on 
this  important  subjectj  they  wefe  plainly  pat  foithia 
the  proclamation  of  the  5th  of  JaJhoar);  and  if  the 
honorable  gentleman  from   Tennessee  bad  beta 
upon  the  frontier,  or  at  all  acquainted  withthehii- 
tory  of  things  there  for  the  last  twelve  months,  he 
would  have  known,  as  every  man  there  docs  know, 
thai  the  early  and  decisive  action  of  the  President 
and  of  the  Executive  officers  of  the  United  States  on 
that  frontier,  was  not  only  well  known  and  openly 
avowed,  but  that  in  consequence  of  the  position 
taken  by  the  President,  in  consequence  of  die  doty 
which  necessarily  devolved  upon  the  ExecntiTeof 
seeing  the  laws  faithfully  executed,  the  Administia> 
lion  df  'the  General  Government  (as  well  as  the 
administration  of  the  goveminenl  of  the  State  of 
New  York,  upon  whom   a  like  daiy  devoM) 
were  thrown  into  a  position  antagonist  to  that  das 
of  citizens  ^hich  had  taken  an  interest  io  favor  of 
Canadian  independence;  antagonist  to  the  "Cani- 
dia,n  patriot"  interest,  if  I  may  so  call  it;  and  it  is 
well  known  that  generally,  along  the  whole  fron- 
tier, that  interest,  so  far  as  any  political  bias  was 
given  toil,  was  decidedly  against  the  Administn- 
tion  party  in  the  late  New  York  elecuons. 

i,  might  lefer  to  the  newspapers  in  that  inienst 
for  proof  of  this  fact,  and  in  answer  to  the  hono- 
rable genlltman  from  New  Jersey,  [Mr.  Ru- 
dolph,] who  refers  me  to  the  fact,  that  he  sa»  a 
number  of  Mackenzie's  Gazette  in  which  the 
editor  sustained  the  Administration  parly  in  the 
SUte  of  New  York  at  the  late  elections,  I  wonld  re- 
mark that  no  doubt  be  did;  that  Mackenzie  did 
urge  his  followers  to  sustain  the  Adxninistrtilon 
ticket,  but  at  the  same  time,  and  in  some  of  the 
same  papent,  he  openly  denounced,  the  coorae  of 
the  Pi  esident,  and  some  of  the  Executive  officeR 
on  the  frontier;  and  it  is  a  well  known  fact,  (hit 
the  stand  taken  by  the  Administration  in  thissmi- 
ter,  has  not  only  been  unsatisfactory  to  the  "Ciaa- 
dian  patriot"  interest,  but  by  many  in  that  intenrt 
has  been  openly  denounced,  and  that,  as  a  necesiry 
consequence,  in  the  last  elections  on  the  fronlieny 
the  friends  of  the  Administration,  or  that  patty  as 
a  party,  lost  strength  and  influence  from  this  cans, 
to  whai  extent  extent,  I  will  not  now  underttketo 
say,  but  to  sonie  extent,  and  that  not  inconsidsrablei 
is  beyond  all  controversy.  I 

[Mr.  RsjDD  of  Massachusetts  inquired  whether 
the  collectors  on  the  frontier  had  done  their  doty,     . 
or  whether  there  had  not  been  complaints  against    I 
them  for  participation  in  Canadian  affairs;  and 

Mr.  Clark  of  New  York  inquired  wrhether  the    j 
postmaster  at  Oswego  was  not  a  Canadian  patriot     I 
or  charged   with  having  taken  an  active  pin  i« 
those  ii^aticrs.] 

Mr,  BRONSON  replied:  I  cannot,  Mr.  Speaker, 
say  whethf  r  the  collectors  on  that  frontier  hare  ^ 
doae  their  duty  or  not;  I  believe  they  have,  and  so  ; 
far  as  I  l»,ive  any  knowledge  on  the  stibjeet,  I 
know  of  no  well  grounded  complaints  againsttfaefli. 
For  my  own  district  I  can  speak  more  positirelyi 
and  in  that  district  I  am  confident  that  the  eoU» 
tors  and  their  officers  have  faithfully  perfiwed 
tlieir  duty,  so  far  as  they  have  been  able  io  do  it, 
and  that  against  them  tberw  is  no  just  gronid  ot 
complaint.  As  to  the  postmaster  at  Oswego,  aboat 
whom  my  c>;lleague  inquires,!  have  no  knowledge; 
but  1  have  ht^ard  very  recently,  for  the  first  ti«e, 
that  there  were  such  charges  against  hia  as  jny 
colleague  mentions,  and  I  have  also  undefilcioa— 


in  fact  I  know — that  they  were,  in  a  great  aetwe, 
denied  byhim.or  his  friends.     As  to  their  W*» 
falsity  I  am  unable  u>  stale;  bat  if  they  aie  tne  to  , 
the  extent  charged,  I  hare  no  doubt  the  pB)pe>co^  ■ 
'  rective  will  be  applied  to  him  aa  a  public  offioer. 
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And  now,  Mr.  Speaker,  having  said  thos  mneh 
ill  relation  to  the  coarse  of  the  Administration  re- 
specting these  frontier  difficoUies,  I  shall  take  this 
occasion  lo  say  a  few  words  about  th«  citizens  on 
the  northern  frontier,  (among  whom  are  my  own 
coDstitnents,}  and  the  course  which  they  have 
taken;  particularly,  that  part  of  them  who  hare  in- 
termeddled in  these  border  fends,  or  in  the  distarb- 
anoesof  the  neighboring  provinces.  They  have 
been  the  subject  of  much  wholesale  denuneia\ion 
and  abuse,  not  only  by  the  tory  press  of  the  Cana- 
dfs,  but  by  some  newspapers  of  onr  own  country, 
and  partic>ilarly  in  the  cily  of  New  Yoik;  and  in 
this  dty  also,  they  have  been  dealt  with  in  terms 
of  very  strong  reprehension,  if  not  of  denunciation. 
As  to.  ihe  press  of  the  city  of  New  York,  it  may  be, 
and  undoubtedly  is,  a  very  fair  exponent  of  the 
▼iewit  and  feelings  of  the  commercial  interest  of 
ikat  city;  bat  1  beg  kave  to  say  that  on  thia,  a&  well 
aa  on  some  other  subjects,  it  does  not  reflect  the 
.  troeaentiments  and  opmions  of  the  great  mass  of 
the  citizens  in  the  interior  of  our  State.  Some  few 
grains  of  allowance  should  bs  made  for  the  citizens 
on  that  frontier,  and  some  consideration  given  to 
the  fact  that  tbeip  proximity  lo  the  Canadas  has 
enabled  them,  or  rather  compelled  them,  to 
know  and  feel  something  of  that  arrogance  and 
assumption  which  is  too  frequently  manifested  to- 
wards this  country  by  the  English  generally,  and 
which,  when  exhibited  through  the  provincial  tory 
press,  or  subordinate  ofliciais,  loses  nothing  of  its 
intensity,  but,  on  the  contrary,  approaches  more 
nearly  to  insolence.  The  unceasing  and  bitter  hos- 
tility which  is  constantly  manifested  by  the  provin- 
cial press  towards  the  institutions  of  our  country, 
and  the  frequent  and  oft  repeated  taunts  and  sar- 
casms against  every  thing  which  savors  of 
Democracy,  or  which  is  akin  to  R«*publican 
institutions,  is  well  calculated  to  excite  the 
indignation  of  those  who  have  been  taught  to  vene- 
rate and  esteem  such  institutions,  and  whose  feel- 
ings of  patriotism  and  love  of  civil  liberty  are 
based  upon  or  interwoven  with  their  respect  for 
JUpablican  or  Democratic  institutions.  And  it  is 
not  matter  of  surprise  that  the  frontier  inhabitants 
are,  for  this  reason,  more  sensitive;  and  were,  on 
the  breaking  out  of  the  tronbles  in  the  Canadas, 
tnore  accessible  to  sympathy,  and  more  liable  to 
excitement,  than  those  not  living  on  the  borders. 
It  was  in  part  the  result  of  their  position,  and  if 
they  have  more  readily  allowed  their  sympathy  to 
get  the  better  of  their  judgment,  perhaps  some  pal- 
liation may  be  found  in  the  suggestion  which  I 
have  just  made;  a  suggestion  which,  perhaps,  I 
might  be  warranted  in  making  in  much  stronger 
language  than  1  have  done,  but  at  this  moment,  I 
would  desire  lo  say  nothing  that  might  irritate,  or 
that  may  not  be  pertinent  to  the  subject. 

Now,  sir,  I  know  it  may  be  said  that  a  spirit  of 
hostility  lo  the  British  Governjnent  exists  on  ihe 
frontier,  and  that  a  disposition  to  violate  th^  neu- 
trality of  the  country  i^  most  unjustifiably  exhibi- 
ted; and  I  am  aware  that  while  our  Qoveroment, 
f  o  far  as  it  was  able  as  a  Government,  has  endea- 
vored lo  prevent  any  infractions  or  violations  of 
neutrality,  and  has  kept  faith  with  the  British  Go- 
yernmeni  with  the  most  scrupulous  exactness,  and 
with  a  fearlessness  and  impartiality  worthy  of  all 
praise,  yet  that  many  of  our  citizens  on  the  fron- 
tier, acting  upon  their  individual  responsibility,  and 
in  defiance  of  the  known  wishes  of  the  Govern- 
ment, have  either  evaded  the  laws,  or  openly  train- 
pled  upon  them,  and  in  a  manner  not  at  all  justi- 
fiable, have  disregarded  their  duty  to  their  own 
country,  and  the  treaty  obligations  due  to  a  for- 
eign Government;,  and  while,  as  a  Representative 
and  as  a  citizen,  I  feel  bound  to  speak  in  terms  of 
decided  reprehension  against  all  such  unlawful  and 
unauthorised  interference  with  the  troubles  or  dis- 
turbances of  a  neighboring  and  friendly,  nation, 
yet  I  feel  equally  bound,  as  a  man  and  ^  Republi- 
can, to  extend  the  broadest  mantle  of  charity  over 
the  misguided  and  deluded  individuals  who  have 
engaged  in  this  unequal  contest,  and  who  have 
suffered  iheir  compassion  and  general  love  of  li- 
berty- towards  the  whole  human  family,  to  outran 
their  discretfon,  and  stifle  their  better  judgment. 
Id  speak'ngof  this  class  of  our  frontier  citizens, 
I  wish  to  be  understood  as  sptaking  of  the  great 


majority  or  mass  of  those  who  have  styled  them- 
selves '^Canadian  patriots.*^  Individual  instances 
there  may  have  be«n,  and  probably  were,  among 
them  of  persons  actuated  by  the  gross  and  sordid 
incentive  of  pecuniary  gain,  or  personal  aggran- 
dizement, or  perhaps  by  motives  still  more  unwor- 
thy, who  have  aided  in  raising  the  w&irTwlnd 
Qvhich  they  had  not  the  ability  to  control;  who  have 
pointed  out  the  road  to  others  which  they  had  not 
the  courage  to  travel  themselves;  who  have  led 
their  fellow-citizens  to  the  brink  of  a  precipice, 
over  which  sonie  have  been  precipitated,  but  from 
the  dangers  of  which  they  themselves  ha#e  been 
especially  careful  to  stand  aloof.  For  such,  if  any 
there  are,  I  would  hold  up  no  mantle  of  charity. 
Neither  will  I  throw  away  upon  them  any  severity 
of  remark,  or  expression  of  just  indignation.  The 
wail  of  the  widow  and  the  orphan,  and  the  moan 
of  bereaved  parents,  which  is  still  sonnding  on  that 
frontier  for  the  slaughtered  and  imprisoned  victims 
of  the  Prescott  expedition,  is  a  sterner  rebuke  and 
a  more  eloqnent  denunciation  than  any  language 
that  I  can  utter.  But  the  great  mass  of  those 
ealltA  '^^  lols^' were.  In  my  opinion,  actuated  by 
no  such  motives  as  I  have  just  mentioned.  With 
them  it  was  a  warm  and  geuerous  sympathy  for 
the  oppressed,  that  ardent  and  enthusiastic  feeling 
for  those  whom  they  supposed  to  be  the  objects  of 
tyranny  and  despotic  Government,  which  ever  ani- 
mates the  lover  of  civil  liberty,  and  which,  1  trust, 
ever  wilt  flow  warm  and  freely  in  the  heart  of  every 
citizen  of  this  Republic.  This  feeling  is  the  very 
vital  spark,  the  Promethean  fire,  of  civil  and  reli- 
gious liberty,  and  is  one  which  should  not  be  crush- 
ed and  extinguished,  but  directed  and  countenanc- 
ed. It  furnishes  a  strong  and  enduring  ^evidence 
or  a  deep  rooted  and  heartfelt  attachment  on  the 
part  of  our  citizens  to  our  own  form  of  Government 
and  our  own  free  institutions,  and  though  in  this  in- 
stance the  stream  of  S3rmpathy  may  have  overflowed 
its  natural  cJiannels,  yet  it  does  not  therefore  follow 
that  the  fountain  should  be  dried  up.  That  these 
feelings  were  called  into  action,  in  part,  by  unwor- 
,thy  men,  and  for  unworthy  purposes,  may  he  very 
poa^ible,  and  it  is  unquestionably  true  that  a  moet 
mistaken  view  of  facts  has  prevailed,  and  that  the 
great  mass  of  our  citizens  on  the  frontier  who  have 
taken  part  in  these  border  troubles,  or  given  Uiem 
countenance  by  their  acts  or  their  words,  have 
been  deluded  and  led  into  a  participation  in  these 
affairs  by  the  most  high  wrought  and  well  told 
tales  of  cppression  and  tyranny,  under  which  our 
Canadian  neigbors  were  suffering.  1  say  '<  well 
to*d,'*  because,  if  reports  are  true,  they  were  in 
many  instances  told  by  loyal  spies,  who,  in  the 
guise  of  Canadian  refugees  and  patriots,  found 
access  to  the  meetings  of  those  called  patriots  on 
this  side,  and  by  their  urgent  appeals  and  eloquent 
descriptions  of  the  oppression  practised  by  the 
British  Government,  increased  the  sympathy  of 
our  citizens,  inflamed  their  zeal,  and  found  the 
excitement  which  already  existed,  and  which  hat 
subsequently  been  exhibited  so  disastrously  for  the 
individuals  concerned,  and  so  much  to  the  dishonor 
of  our  taws. 

Whether  these  repoiHs  are  true,  I  know  not,  but 
I  have  reason  to  be  lieve  them,  and  if  they  are  so, 
there  is  no  measure  of  condemnation  severe  enough 
to  characterize  such  baseness  and  perfidy.  For  die 
honor  of  human  nature,  and  in  charity  to  those  who 
employed  them,  it  is  but  justice  to  believe  that 
those  sptes,  in  this  respect,  acted  upon  their  own 
responsibility,  and  beyond  any  instructions  that 
could  have  been  given  them. 

The  bitter  and  heart  rending  results  of  the  Pres- 
cott expedition  finally  opened  the  eyes  of  eujr  delu- 
ded citizens.  Many  a  widowed  wife,  bereaved  pa- 
rent, or  fatherless  child,  in  my  district,  will  lang 
lament  the  generouH  enthusiasm  and  mistaken  phi- 
lanthropy which  led  their  relatives  to  that  disas- 
trous expedition;  and,  while  the  melancholy  deaths 
of  some  of  those  brave  and  misguided  men,  and  the 
protracted  imprisonment  of  others,  are  still  fresh  in 
the  minds  of  those  conversant  with  that  matter, 
they  serve  not  only  to  impress  upon  us  most  forci- 
bly the  sincerity  of  those  unfortunate  men,  hut  to 
show  how  the  best  motives  and  most  chivalrous 
feelings  may  be  perverted  to  dapgeroi|s  and  impro- 
per purpoeefi. 


They  have  been  called  brigands,  pirates,  and  aU 
other  opprobrious  names  which  the  vocabulary  of 
Canadian  loyalty  furnishes  so  profusely,  but  never 
were  such  epithets  more  unjustly  applied.  ^  DelU"* 
ded,  duped,  and  deceived,  they  tmquestionably 
were,  bat  they  displayed  a  courage  and  chivalry 
worthy  of  such  a  cause  as  they  h^ieoed  them^lres 
to  be  engaged  |n;  and  they  earned  for  themselves 
no  such  appellation  of  opprobrium  as  has  been  be- 
stowed upon  them,  and,  in  the  esdmaiion  of  bravm 
and  honorable  men,  they  will  never  be  looked  upon 
as  brigands  or  pirates.  True,  their  expedition 
must  be  condemned  as  one  subversive  of  law,  and 
contrary  to  the  obligations  of  neutrality,  and,  as 
such,  will  meet  with  unqualified  reprehension;  yet 
charity  at  least,  as  well  as  all  the  facts  in  relation 
to  their  motives,  compel  us  to  believe  that  they 
were  instigated  and  urged  on  by  impressions  that 
were  alike  honorable  to  themselves  and  to  human 
nature. 

Sir,  I  have  deemed  it  not  improper  to  say  thus 
much  of  these  affairs,  and  of  the  citizens  of  onr 
northern  frontier,  and  to  enter  my  protest  against 
the  sweeping  and  general  denunciations  which  have, 
from  the  commencement  of  these  troubles,  been  too 
often  bestowed  upon  theut,  and  especially  to  say 
that  the  motives  and  feelings  of  those  who  have 
taken  part  in  these  tronbles,  have  been  too  harshly 
construed,  and  too  readily  condemned.  In  the  dis- 
trict which  I  have  the  honor  to  represent,  and,  I 
believe,  along  the  whole  frontier,  a  more  .correct 
tone  of  feeling  now  prevails;  a  more  just  appreci- 
ation of  the  merits  of  the  controversy,  and  of  the  du- 
ties of  .our  own  citizens,  is  exhibited;  the  obliga- 
tions of  the  laws  are  respected,  and  I  have  confi- 
dence to  believe  and  hope  that,  while  onr  people 
will  losehoneof  their  sympathy  for  the  onpresaed, 
none  of  their  zeal  for  free  government  and  the  ge- 
neral diffusion  of  Republican  principles,  they 
win  refrain  from  any  improper  or  unlawful  interfe- 
rence in  the  other  Government,  and  that  they  will 
confine  the  exhibition  of  these  sentiments  in  such 
way  as  to  manifesf  at  the  same  lime  the  sincerity 
with  which  they  cherish  theip,  and  a  sacred  regard 
for  our  own  laws.  Whether  these  anticipations 
will  be  resftsed,  lime  on/y  can  detenmnii  but  I  have 
much  faith  to  believe  that  they  will,  and  in  the  fu- 
ture difficulties  or  disturbances  in  Cariada,  if  there 
should  be  any,  our  people  will  act  as  becomes  the 
citizens  of  the  Union,  and  in  such  manner  as  to  give 
no  just  cause  of  offence* 

As  to  the  final  issue,  and  ultimate  or  speedy  termi- 
nation of  those  'disturbances  in  the  Provinces,  I 
shall  at  present  say  nothing,  (though  in  some  mea- 
sure connected  with  the  state  of  that  frontier,)  ex- 
cept to  remark,  that  on  those  8nbjec45  I  expressed 
opinions  during  the  last  session  of  Congress,  in 
some  remarks  which  I  then  had  the  honor  to  sub- 
mit to  this  House,  which  opinions  I  have,  as  yet, 
had  no  reason  fo  change. 

As  incidentally  connected  with  this  subject,  Mr. 
Speaker,  there  is  another  malter  to  which  I  shall 
call  the  attention  of  the  House,  and  which,  al- 
though not  perhaps  strictly  applicable  to  the  bill 
now  under  consideration,  I  feel  justified  in  com- . 
men  ting  upon,  aAer  the  remarks  which  we  have 
just  heard  from  the  honorable  gealeman  from 
Tennessee,  [Mr.  Bbll,]  in  relation  to  the  exposed 
and  defenceless  condition  of  our  country,  in  case 
of  hostilities  with  any  foreign> Government.  Sir,  I 
concur  with  the  honorable  gentleman  in  the  cor^ 
rectness  of  those  remarks;  and,  I  would  add,  that 
to  no  part  of  our  country  do  they  apply  with 
greater  force  than  to  the  Northern  and  North- 
western frontier.  The  dilSpidated  and  ruinous 
condition  of  the  fortifications  and'  military  works 
along  the  whole  of  that  frontier,  few  as  they  ai«  in 
numbefris  too  well  known,  and  with  those  Who 
believe  that  such  defences  are  important  to  the 
country,  is  a  subject  of  deep  consideration  and 
anxiety.  Along  the  whole  of  that  fi'ontier,  from 
the  Vennont  line  westward  to  Detroit,  or  to  Sault 
S:.  Marys,  there  is  hardly  any  thing deservins:  the 
name  of  a  fort.  "Niagara*'  is  still  dignified  with  that 
appellatien,  but  its  dilapidated  condition  renders  it 
at  present  of  little  value  as  a  work  of  miliUtry  de- 
fence;  and  yet,  sir,  in  case  of  a  war  with  Great 
Britain,  (an  event  which  we  all  trust  and  hope  is 
not  likely  to  happen;  an  event  which  is  deprecated, 
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and  justly  80»  as  a  oaUaity,  not  to  thJA  nation 
alone,  bat  to  the  whole  civilixed  world,)  that  fon- 
tier  would  be  the  theatre  of  that  contest— ^the  battle 
ground  «f  the  two  naiioiis — and  it  is  npon  that 
frontier  that  the  bloodiest  iioeaes  of  sach  a  contest 
wonld  be  enacted;  and,  while  we  are  lying  sapine 
and  inactive,  the  BritiBh  Oo/ernment  are  not  only 
filling  up  the  Provinces  with  troops-and  muaitions 
of  war,  but  at  (he  same  tiioe  strengthening  their 
mUiUFy  posts  along  that  frontier,  repairing  their 
fo[tifications,  and  putting  themselves  in  a  complete 
stale  of  defence.  I  have  i-ecently  been  informed 
that  they  have  ^kt  substantial  forts,  in  good  re- 

Kir,  in  U|^r  Canada,  along  this  line,  while  we 
ve  not,  in  the  same  distance,  one  single  work  in 
good  order  and  in  proper  repafr.  It  is  said,  also, 
that  aboHl  eighteen  thousand  troops,  the  very  diu 
of  the  English  army,  are  now  in  British  North 
America.  Now,  sir,  though  \  wonld  not  wil- 
lingly excite  any  jealonsies  on  this  subject,  or  ere- 
gte  any  unfounded  alarms,  yet  i  ask,  in  all  candor, 
why  and  for  what  purpose  is  all  this  warlike  array 
on  the  part  of  the  British  Government? 

I  am  aware  that  it  will  be  said  that  the  disiur- 
bance»imd  revolts  in  the  |Canadas  have  rendered 
it  necessary,  and  that  this  military  display  js  for  the 
purpose  of  overaweing  and  maintaining  the  British 
possessions  in  those  colonies;  but  it  will  be  recol- 
lected that  the  colonial  authorities  have  repeatedly 
declared,  (particularly  in  the  upper  province,)  that 
the  lofcal  militia  and  loyal  inhabitants  of  the 
Province  were  entirely  adequate  to  all,  eoer-* 
geneies.  Lieutenant  Qovemor  Head  made  it  a  mat- 
ter of  congratulation  that  such  was  the  fact,  and  it 
has  since  been  the  boast  of  the  Canadian  authori- 
ties, that  the  loyalty  of  the  inhatetanis  was  .surh 
as  to  afford  ample  securing  to  the  province,  and  that 
the  local  militia  or  volunteers  were  fully  to  be  re* 
lied  npon  and  competent  to  supprew  any  rising  or 
rebellion  that  might  fairly  be  anticipated.  Whether 
this  fact  is  so  or  not,  I^hall  not  undertake  to  say, 
though  I  have  my  own  opinions  c»a  that  subject; 
but  so  long  a$  ihe  British  authorities  assert  it  to  be 
so,  it  is  quite  evideht  ihat  they  cannot  refer  to  the 
Canadian  revolts  as  a  reason  for  such  unusual  mili- 
tary preparations;  and  when  we  advert  to  this 
state  of  things,  connected  with  (he  present  alarm- 
ing state  of  the  question  relative  to  the  Maine  boun- 
dsry,  ant  connected  with  the  alleged  fact  that  a 
large  British  fleet  is  now  in  the  Qulf  of  Mexico, 
hovering  on  our  southern  coast,  we  are  ar  least 
admonished  that  that  powerful  nation  is  ready 
either  for  peace  or  war,  as  the  caxe  may  be;  and 
that,  while  we  may  be  disclaiming  all  ideas  bf  hos- 
tilities she,  in  the  wisdom  which  usually  marks  her 
councils,  is  preparing  for  the  worst.  And  it  is  not 
fair  to  presume  that  the  present  warlike  display  in 
Canada  is  not,  as  is  pretended,  for  the  mere  pur- 
pose of  overaweing  and  holding  in  subjection  a  few 
thoiisand  wretched  Canadian  subjects,  but  that  the 
British  Government  have  some  ulterior  views,  in 
which  our  country  is  more  or  less  interested? 

I  forbear  to  comment  at  length  upon  the  troubles 
now  thickening  upon  the.  Maine  ironiier.  When 
the  Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs,  to  whom  that 
subject  had  just  been  committed,  ^hail  make  their  . 
report,  and  call  for  the  action  of  this  House,  it 
will  be  a  more  fitting  time  to  canvass  that  matter. 
At  present  I  have  only  to  say,  that  come  what  may, 
I  feel  sure  that  Maine  will  not  find  herself  aban- 
doned in  the  maintenance  of  Iter  lawful  rights, 
and*that  if  war  must  come,  there  will,  on  all  hands, 
be  exhibited  a  uoity  of  feeling  and  interest,  such 
as  becomes  such  a  crisis. 

Sir,  I  have  been  frratified   beyond  measure  to 
discoirer  the  truly  national  feeling  and  patriotic 
sentiment,  in  relation  to  our  country's  honor,  which 
has  pervaded  this  House,  in  respect  to  that  subject 
smco  it  was  first  brought  before  us  by  the  Presi- 
dent's message.    From  the  country  too,  generally, 
the  same  sentiment  comes  up^  and  it  in  apparent 
thai  the  luach  of  aggression  from  a  foreign  foe  is  ; 
X'-li  asse/»sibly  in  the  remotest  corners  o,f  ihe  Unioa, , 
as  in  the  more  immediate  neighborhood  of  the  en- 
croaehnient;  that  ail  parts  of  this  extended  Repub-  ' 
lie  led  instanianeottKly     the  smallest    insult   or ' 
f  lightest  encroachment  upon^mr  soil;  and  that  the 
•  readiness  and  promptness  to  maintam  the  rights  of 
Maine  are  common  to  all. 


I  am,  sir,  as  well  aware  as  other  eeniienieu  of 
the  momentous  consequences  of  a  war  with  Eng- 
land; that  such  a  step  may  involve  in  its  train  not 
only  the  present  peace  and  happineas  of  this  coun- 
try, but  even  our  future  existence  as  a  nation;  that 
wa  peril  the  cause  of  civil  liberty  and  of  free  Go- 
vernment throughout  the  world.  That  interests 
too  momentous  to  calculate,  are  involved  in  such, a 
contaat,  and  that  it  is  k  precipice  which  should  n«t 
be  rashly  or  rudely  appi^ached.  But  if  the  violat- 
ed rights  of  one  of  the  sovereign  States  of  the 
TJni^n  shall  require  it,  or  if  tur  national  honor  de- 
mands it,  there  is  no  alternative;  and  though  the 
present  deplorable  and  destitute  condition  of  our 
forts  and  defences  on  the  Atlantic  coast,  as  well 
aa  on  the  other  frontiers  of  the  Union,  may  leave 
us  for  a  time  at  the  mercy  of  an  enemy,  I  have 
no  fears  that  the  energies  and  resources  of  the 
country  will  not  be  found  equal  to  any  emergency. 

I  disclaim  any  disposition  to  cultivate  a  bellige- 
rent or  hostile  feeling,  or  to  excite  that  feeling.  1 
am  willing  to  go  as  far  as  any  one  honorably  can 
to  preserve  peace,  and  join,  to  any  reasonable  ex- 
tent, with  those  who  deprecate  the  approach  of 
war,  but  I  put  it  to  gentlemen,  with  what  propriety 
we  can  take  that  stand  towards  Great  Britain,  in 
our  present  defenceless  condition,  and  whether  we 
are  not  liable  to  the  charge  of  seeking  peace  be- 
cause we  are  unprepared  for  war.  The  strona 
man,  armed  to  the  teeth,  and  fully  able  to  defend 
himself  at  all  points,  may  with  great  propriety  pro- 
fess a  pacific  disposition  and  disinclination  to  quar- 
rel, and  he  will  receive  full  credit  for  the  sincerity 
of  his  professions;  but  the  weak  man,  unarmed,  and 
unable  to  defend  himself  among  the  strong  ami 
powertel,  would  be  laughed  to  scorn  for  holding 
such  language,  which  wonld  be  attributed  to  weak- 
ness and  inability  to  resist  aggression  rather  than  a 
pacific  disposition. 

True,  (his  is  not  an  exact  parallel;  it  is,  perhaps, 
overwrought,  because  we  are  not,  as  a  nation, 
enltrejy  unarmed  or  defenceless,  but,  in  our  anxiety 
to  keep  peace  with  all  nations,  and  ia  the  psimy 
state  of  peace  and  prosperity  which  has  signally 
bieased  this  country  for  the  last  twenty  years,  we 
have,  in  a  great  measure,  overlooked  those  prepa-> 
rations  for  war  which  a  wise  nation  always  pro- 
vides in  time  of  peacew  In  respect  to  national  de- 
fences we  are  behind  the  age;  we  have  not  kvpt 
up  with  the  times.  Whv,  sir,  it  was  but  a  very 
few  days  ago  that  a  French  armed  steam  ship 
.suddenly  appeared  in  Baltimore  harbor,  under  the 
very  walls  of  the  town,  and,  had  itnt)t  been  for  the 
ice  in  the  Potomac,  she  would  have  been  lying 
opp:>site  this  city  before  any  one  had  the  least  no- 
tice of  her  approach;  and,  had  she  been  an  enemy -s 
ship,  might  have  battered  down  even  the  walls  of 
this  Capitol  bef(bre  we  were  hardlv  aware  of 
her  arrival.  Both  the  French  and  English  have 
o(  late,  paid  much  attention  to  this  branch  of  their 
naval  force;  and  both  nations  have  now  a  number 
of  the  first  class  of  ^team  ships,  with  which  they 
could,  in  a  hostile  as  well  as  a  peaceful  manner, 
visit  almost,  at  a  mosnent's  notice,  any  of  our 
Atlantic  cities,  while  we  have  been  looking  on,  but 
not  acting  in  this  matter.  The  arrival  of  the 
frigate,  which  I  have  just  mentioned,  in  the  harbor 
of  Baltimore,  has,  [  trust,  opened  our  eyes,  in  some 
measure,  to  the  importance  of  this  subject;  and  I 
hope  that,  before  Ccm^ress  adjourns,  there  will  yet 
be  some  measure  taken  U>  add  to  our  navy  this 
most  important  class  of  vessels. 

[Mr.  Cambrblkno  here  remarked,  that  a  bill,  or 
an  amendment  to  a  bill,  had  recently  been  reported, 
and  was  now  upon  the  table,  making  an  appn>pria- 
tion  for  the  building  of  three  steam  frigates.] 

Mr.  BaoNsoN  resumed.  T  am  glad  to  hear  it, 
Mr.  Speaker,  and  I  hope  it  may  pass  before  we 
adjoam. 

In  relation  to  the  Northern  frontier  partienlarly, 
I  would  remark  that  there  are  now  before  the  House 
three  or  four  fortification  bills,  and  bills  relating  to 
the  defences  of  the  Northern  and  Northwestern  bor- 
ders, and  which  provide  m  some  measure  Tor  the 
defence  of  those  frontiers  bv  repairing  old  works 
and  erecting  new  ones,  and  which  I  indulge  the 
hope  will  receive  the  action  of  the  House  at  this 
session,  and  npon  vrhich,  if  they  should  be  so  fortu- 
nate as  to  be  acted  npon,  it  would  be  more  proper 


to  enter  into  some  detail  in  relatioa  to  those  d^ 
fences',  as  well  as  to  submit  amendments  proridiu 
lor  some  new  works,  which  in  thai  way  I  hope  to 
have  the  opportunity  of  bringing  forward. 

I  have  trespassed  longer  upon  the  patience  of  the 
House  than  I  intended,  and  am  aware  uf  ihe  valoe 
of  time  at  this  late  period  cf  the  session;  but  the  im* 
portftnce  of  the  subject,  and  the  interests  ofmjova 
conistituenLs,  render  any  apology  unnecessary. 


REMARKS  OF  MR.  PRATT, 
Or  New  York, 
hi  the  House  of  RepresetUalivtSj  Mtareh  lif,  IS39M)il 

the  propesition  to  construct  a  dry  dock  at  Brook- 

Ij'n,  New  York. 

Mr.  Chairman:  I  am  unaccavtomed  to  pub- 
lic debate.  Other  pursuits  in  life  have  somevliit 
indisposed  me  to  present  my  views  in  that  collect' 
ed,  comprehensive,  and  systematic  maDDcrwhidi 
long  legislative  experience  ha«  enabled  those  to  do 
who  preceded  me  in  the  Jebate  upon  this  qoesdoih 
But  I  will,  in  my  own  crude  arid  undigested  man- 
ner, present  to  the  consideration  of  the  House  the 
various  facts  in  my  possession  which,  in  my  htim- 
ble  opinion,  should  have  a  bearing  upon  this  qoes- 
f  io  r) .  I  dislike  the  practice  of  consuming  the  rslai- 
ble  time  of  the  House,  as  some  gentlemen  are  wont 
to  do,  upon  other  matters  irreUvmt  to  the  sob-  .' 
ject  before  them;  and  I  have  no  doubt  the  good  ^ 
serifie  (if  the  people  detests  the  practice;  bai,  not* 
with*  landing  my  great  aversion  to  this  practice,  I  [ 
cannot  refrain,  when  a  qaestion  presents  itself, 
touchinsr,  in  some  measure,  the  interestsof  the  State 
I  have  Ihe  honor,  in  part,  to  represent,  to  give  ay 
views  upon  the  immediate  question  before  ik 
House. 

In  ih<>  first  place,  the  n.oe«;tion  is,  whether  we 
shall  appropriate,  in  accocdance  with  the  sagges- 
lions  of  The  committee  who  reported  this  bill  to  the 
House,  and  who  have,  no  doubt,  weighed  well  tk 
relative  wants  of  the  several  sections  of  coaDtiy 
which  have  been  indicated  as  proper  places  tor  diy 
docks,  or  whether  we  shall  extiena  the  provisioi» of 
the  bill  io  embrace  several,  or  a  whole  system,  in- 
stead of  this  one  provided  for  in  the  bill.  There 
are  two  questions  presented  to  my  mind,  when  ilii 
proposed  to  extend  this  bill  to  cover  other  appro- 
priations Isu  Does  the  public  service  require moic 
than  one  dry  dock?  and  2d.  Will  the  conditioaof  * 
the  publ  c  Treasury  warrant  th^^  House  in  appio- 
priattng  to  more  than  one? 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  hold  it  to  be  the  duty  of  Go- 
vernments ,as  well  as  individuals,  before  enteriii| 
upon  an  enterprise  or  disbursement,  to  first  ascer- 
tain whether  they  have  the'  means  to  effect  tke 
object  contemplated.  I  shall  apply  this  goldea 
rule  to  the  question  how  before  the  House,  before  I 
prvV^ed  to  inquire  whether  the  public  service  le* 
qnires  at  this  time  more  .than  one  dry  dock. 

The  honorable  chairman  of  the  Commttleeof 
Ways  and  Means  has  presented  to  the  House  a 
very  able  and  comprehensive  report,  in  which  he 
warns  us  against  carrying  on  the  lavish  systtm  of 
ejcpenditufFs  which  has  obtained  within  the  ptit 
few  year^,  no  doubt  caused  from  the  great  abtiii- 
dance  of  snrplns  means  which  distended  our  pab- 
lie  Treasuiy.  I  coincide  with  the  views  of  diat 
committee,  and  trust  the  House  will  be  so  far  ioflt- 
enced  by  its  irresistible  conclusions  as  to  cut  otf  «K 
appropriafiens  but  su:h  as  the  public  service  iD&> 
pen*ably  demands.  By  a  statement  of  this  com- 
mittee, the  present  resftnrces  of  the  Treasury  for 
1^39  are  but  $38,900,000,  while  the  chafprs  opoa 
the  !^-ame,  for  the  same  period,  (including  Treisn? 
notes  issued  during  the  last  year«  to  be  redeeneo, 
J7,712,350,)  amount  to  $32,87^,857,  leaving  a*- 
ficiency  of  $3,97«,857.  I  will  however,  give  As 
lanenage  of  the  committee: 

"To  mM!t  tilts  deficiency,  the  Beeretarj  of  theTreatorvb 
avtliorked  to  tell  ttic  remAtnUif  Ixmd  of  Uie  Bank  ofito  DiM 
States,  amoMutto?,  with  intereai,  ta  •2,^000,  aad.ihmia; 
mains  •2,287>"5')  of  the  Treasury  mien  authorised  to  1»fcii« 
by  tlie  act  of  1S:)S,  which  have  not  yet  been  baaed.  *  fiAooU  it 
farmer  be  a»ld,  and  the  limtialiaa  of  the  Tscmuf  sM  Mt  '^ 
1837  be  extended  to  90th  Junp,  and  no  appropilMMw  be  aaAt^ 


*  A  bill  has  passed  the  House  antkorixiig  fte 
extension  of  this  act,  which  will  make  up  ehe-«oa 
templated  deficit. 


STart  Idsa. 
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Dry  Dock— Mr.  Pratt. 


H.  of  RepB. 


Vizrd  during  ihe  pT««ent  sMiioiiibui  thoae  tmbrarMl  in  ^mb  fMre* 
foln^fltttenenc,  [which  did  not  iociud««n  uppropmtion  Aht 
4^y  Jocfci]  there  w^uld  b«  ao  esUnuOad  balance  mthe  Treasury 
oo  ibe  U(  January  next  or  about  6090,000.  Bren  this  balance 
wiN  he  reiluced  by  aome  additione  which  will  be  oacellarilf 
nade  duriiv;  the  aeaeioo  4o  the  appropriaiione  enumerated  in 
die  iarvgnviz  atatemeni.  Bhould  Congress  auihorue  the  usual 
AmoQotof  new  appropriationa,  and  the  three  mil  lions  j)ropoMd 
(orfemficailofw,  hiurbora,  dec.  it  would  be  necenary  to  proride 
tft  or  six  oiiliioQe  for  the  Treasury,  in  addition  to  all  the  re- 
Hwreesand  receipts  existing  or  contemplated." 

I  Hop*,  Mr.  ChairmBD,  the  HoQse  will  be  ad- 
moaushrd,  by  the  sentiments  and  opinions  of  the 
report  o(  the  committee,  that  they  will  dispense 
With,  as  far  as  possible,  all  extrayagance.  Lei  os 
commence  with  this  bill,  for  I  hold  to  the  doctrine 
thai  that  which  l^  not  indispensable  to  the  wants  of 
the  service  is  an  inexcasabte  extravagance.  I  am 
of  opinion  that,  for  the  present,  we  can  do  with 
one  additional  dfjp  <k)ek.  TIm  qoeation  will  then 
nggest  itself  to  the  mind,  where  shall  that  site  be 
h»t  to  enhance  the  public  interest?  I  will  endea- 
TOf  to  show,  hereafter,  by  the  facts  which  I  have 
gleaned  from  the  public  docaments.  Indeed,  I  am 
convinced,  from  reading  this  report,  that  we  can- 
ont  have  the  means  of  building  more  than  one  at 
this  time,  considerint;  the  large  amount  it  will  cost 
to  eoDstnict  it,  say  eight  hundred  thousand  dollars 
^a  large  amount. 

Bat  I  shall,  in  the  first  place,  examine  this  in  a 
oational  point  of  view.  I  will  throw  aside  State 
,ppde,  and  merge  the  interest  of  |^  same  into  the 
great  national  interest.  This  is  the  ground  we 
diould  all  take,  though,  unfortunately,  some  gen- 
tlemen had  attempt^  to  bring  this  into  the  com- 
aaon  vortex  of  a  local  scramble,  without  regard  to 
the  public  weal;  but  when  this  shall  be  the  is^ue, 
"he  would  not  shrink  from  a  comparison  of  the  site 
contemplated  for  the  creafion  of  the  same  in  his 
Slate  with  that  of  Philadelphia,  or  any  other,  or 
tvfinquisfa  the  claioLs  of  his  State  to  that  of  any 
other  State.  It  was  deeply  to  be  regretted  that  this 
Idnd  of  legislation  had  too  much  cbtained;  but  it 
k  not  too  late  to  correct  it,  and  the  sooner  we  do  it 
the  better,  because  it  will  prevent  the  great  and 
Useless  expenditure  or  waste  of  public  money, 
vbiob,  by  management  and  compromise,  is  applied 
|o  other  than  national  objects;  which,  in  fact,  re- 
tults  to  the  benefit  of  individuals,  instead'  of  Gk>- 
lemment,  and  to  their  private  emolument.  And 
vnless  it  be  stopped,  there  are  none  in  this  Hall 
^irtfo  ran  anticipate  the  end — nor  foretell  the  al- 
ways exhausted  and  deranged  ctrndiiion  of  our 
pblic  treasury — the  onerous  taxation  to  replenish 
!(,  and  the  consequent  strife,  disafiection  of  the  peo- 
dcy  and  their  distrust  of  our  institutions.  Whenever 
I  bear  the  question  stated  that  A  gets  more  of  the 
^blic  money  than  B,  I  feel  some  forebodings  for 
^  future.  I  feel  that,  should  it  become  a  set- 
led  principle  in  our  Government  that  B  shall 
Imtw  as  much  of  the  money  of  the  people  as  A, 
lotwiihslaoding  his  wants  are  not  so  great,  or  in 
itiier  words,  that  it  cannot  be  applied  to  the  use  of 
I  without  a  great  waste,  indeed  total  los»,  I  say 
[/eel  that  the  great  national  intenrs,  the  navy,  the 
kfmy,  and  civil  service,  must  become  dilapidated, 
)n^mn  up;  the  commercial,  agricultural,  and  man- 
^ctnring  interests  will  be  deprived  of  their  proper 
Borolants,  and  this  nation,  like  all  others  that  have 
btceded  it,  will  become  enervated,  and  dwindle 
^i[>  insignificance,  and  be  disrespected  and  de- 
pi^ed  by  all  well  regulated  governments  on  the 
ipjtb.  Holding  this  view  of  the  subject,  whal . 
yrat  responiibility  rests  np<<n  ns  to  use  all  proper 
K^ans  to  prevent  these  fata,  results  being  enured 
1^  and  being  realized  by  our  posterity.    We  should 

Kuril  every  attempt  to  create  in  the  national  Halls 
\y  other  mterests  than  the  national  interests;  that 
fhvch  will  embrace  the  whole  country.  The 
Isafirs,  by  their  inherent  and  sovereign  power,  can 
ilgplale  their  own  peculiar  interests,  and  thereby 
rip»*rve  them  fiom  the  overshadowing  influence  of 
le  national  gove^nmpn^ 
Does  not  the  public  service  require  that  Brook- 
IB  aiuMild  be  first  selected  as  a  site?  When  J  conic 
i  fiooaider  tha  immense  tonnage  which  arrives  at 
m%  port,  and  belongs  to  tk^t  port,  both  i^ercaniile 
^  national,  I  have,  no  misgivings  in.  making  it 
ip'^^U^st  selection,  if  the  want  of  the  navy  demand 
K>fher5  and  to  ppove^tbat  it  does,  I  will  in- 
rt.  below  a  table  apposite  to  this  subject,  showing , 
e    arrivals  of  vessels  of  war,  the  large  num* 


Mfr  repaired,  Ac.  The  repair  of  many  of  ih^se 
vesbcls,  I  have  been  told,  has  been  frequently  de- 
layed for  a  time  for  the  want  of  a  dock;  and  when 
repaired  it  is  at  considerable  expense,  caused  by  the 
removal  of  munitions  of  war,  &c.  and  withgieat 
delay  and  injury  to  the  service;  all  of  which  could 
be  avoide«1  by  the  construction  of  one  dock. 

As  some  gentlemen  have  been  pleased  to  refer  to 
the  number  of  national  vessels  which  arrived  in 
the  port  of  Philadelphia,  and  have  undergone  re- 
pair at  that  place,  the  tables  below  will  give  infor- 
mation upon  the  subject,  so  far  as  relates  to  New 
York,  as  well  as  that  city. 

Liti  of  armed  vttstU  belonging  to  the  United  States, 
wliieh  have  entered  the  pert  of^ew    Yerk  from 
^ovembtTy  1828,  to  Mvember,  1836,  ^e. 
Hornet,  sloop  of  war,  November  19,   1828,  tho- 
roughly repaired 
Natchez,  sloop  of  war,  November  28,   1828,  re- 
paired. 
Natchez,  sloop  of  war.  May  13,  1829. 
Boston,  sloop  of  war,  July  12,  1829,  thoroughly 

repaired. 
Constellation,  frigate,  July  24, 1829. 
Ontario,  sloop  of  war,  February,  1828,  thoroughly 

repaired  in  1829. 
Peacock,  sloop  of  war,  rebuilt  in  1829. 
Brandywine,  frigate,  October  8,  1829,  slightly  re- 
paired. 
Vincennes,  sloop  of  war,  June  8,  1830,  thoroughly 

repaiied  in  1831. 
Falmouth,  sloop  of  war,  August  5,  1830,  thorough- 

Ij  repaired  in  1831. 
Potomac,  frigate,  July  21,  1831,  finished  her  outfits. 
Hadson,  frigate,  August  5,  1831. 
tit.  Louis,  sloop  of  war,  December  11,  1831,  re- 
paired In  1832. 
United  Siate<,  fri;?ate,  repaired  in  1831  and  1832. 
Experiment,  schooner,  Augasi  18,  1832. 
Delaware,  seveniy-four,  August,   1833,  complete 

outfits,  &e, 
Brandywine,  frigate,  July  10,  1833,  repaired. 
St.  Louis,  sloop  of  war,  July  23,  1833,  repaired 

sGghtly. 
Shark,   schooner,  September  28,   1833,   repaired 

slightly. 
Falmouth,  sloop  of  war,  Fel^ruary  3,  1834,  re- 
paired. 
Peacock,  sloop  of  war.  May  27, 1834,  repairt'd. 
Erie,  sloop    of  war,  Ju!y    11,    1834,  completed 

ouifils. 
United  Stales,  frigate,  December  11, 1834. 
Experiment,  schooner,  May  28,  1835,  repaired  for 

coast  survey. 
Constitution,  frigate,  Jane  23,  1835,  partially  re- 
paired. 
Natchez,  sloop  of  war,  October  3,  1835,  repairf>d. 
Experiment,  schooner,  November  28,  1835,  from 

surveying. 
Ontario,  sloop  of  war,  June  24«  1836. 
Experiment,  schooner,  November  7,  1836,  from 
surveying. 

There  have  arrived  at  Philadelphia,  during  the 
same  space  of  lime,  the  Warren,  sloop  of  war, 
Experiment,  schooner,  and  were  slightly  repaired. 

The  result  for  the  last  two  years  shows  as  great 
disparity  between  the  two  cities. 

This  table  is  for  a  period  of  eight  years,  and  I  have 
no  doubt,  upon  further  examination,  a  series  of  years 
will  present  the  same  result.  I  do  not  wish  to  con- 
sume the  time  of  the  House  by  any  comments  of 
mine  upon  these  facts,  but  trust  the  members  will 
draw  their  own  deductions.  Thus  it  will  be  seen 
that  the  Government  have  been  compelled  to  have 
lepaired  at  Brooklyn,  at  great  expense,  without  a 
dock,  in  the  space  of  eight  years,  yessel^  of 
wai ;  whereas,  if  there  had  been  a  dry  dock  at  that 
point,  they  could  have  been  repaired,  in  all  proba- 
bility, at  one-half  the  expense. 

I  present,  also,  a  statement  of  the  aggregate  of 
arrivai<5  of  American  and  foreign  vessels  into  the 
United  Siaie.s  for  1837,  by  which  we  mav  see  the 
great  advantages  of  the  State  of  New  York  over 
Pennsylvania  or  other  States,  in  a  commercial 
point  of  view. 

Vesteh.  TowMge. 

New  York  -       4,123  1,003,229 

Massachusetts         -       1,908  320,544 

Maine        -  •       1,379  119^687 


Louisiana    - 

634 

136,436 

Maryland '  - 

441 

96,892 

Pennsylvania 

441 

91,830 

Sooth  Carolina 

»53 

58,688 

North  Carolina 

204 

35,027 

Vermont 

193  , 

27,011 

Ohio 

169 

7,169 

Florida 

163 

10,805 

Rhode  Island 

141 

26.278 

Virginia      - 

122 

22,971 

Greorgia 

119 

34,246 

Connecticut 

110 

21,411 

Alabama     - 

92 

27,531 

Michigan    - 

72 

5,035 

New  Hampshire     - 

36 

10«742 

District  of  Columbia 

29 

6,344 

New  Jersey 

27 

12,863 

Total  -      10,656  1,065,423 

The  arrivals  in  tpnnage  into  the  State  of  New 
York  is  more  than  ten  times  as  great  as  PennsyU 
Vinia;  and,  in  fact,  constitutes  one-half  of  the 
whole  tonnage  of  the  United  States. 

To  carry  this  view  of  the  subject  still  further,  I 
have  had  prepared  a  statement,  comprising  a  period 
of  nine  years,  Showing  the  number  and  tonnage  of 
vessels  entered  into  the  ports  of  Ne\nf  York  and 
Philadelphia,  from  the  year  1829  (o  1837  inclusive, 
and  the  amount  of  imports,  exports,  and  revenue 
for  the  same  peiio^. 

NBW  YORK. 


Vesnels  enterwi. 

Aiiiount  oi 
in.purid. 

Kdti  Tuytwuci, 

Year 

No. 

Tuniwt^e. 

1&29 

V2» 

344,653 

9»\JiX:iV 

fat.tts.on 

1830 

1,634 

333,778 

3f.  [VIA,*  71.1 

i%m7,m3 

1831 

1,5)4 

333,678 

67  \\77A\7 

2ri,KS5,U4 

17,613^66©4T 

183^2 

1,998 

395,485 

5.'i  .N.llfe? 

:%,(mt)^B, 

l^^satiaGlI.^t 

183a 

2,702. 

637,741 

5f  ■>JH,^4& 

2&,39ii,n/ 

D,aK,q0LM7 

1H34 

3,494 

694,892 

7!:  hH5ft1 

a4i^^6f> 

IKi5 

2,003 

455,666 

9-?t]  ;3tVJ> 

lRk,:M0,^;i 

13,I-i7K.17ttJ?» 

1836 

1,703 

40t.0S6 

llf    'VJ,rf. 

^i*!,ajtiftV* 

17,t7«.9lB>l 

1837 

2^^ 

579,194 

7;'.:^|.H,7^i 

27^ilty,4l9 

7,i^li».77 

18,484 

3,976,077 

59tol:A68ii 

2lT^l.aSl 

lOe/ilO^l^OJ 

PHILADELPmA. 

18i9 
1830 
1831 
1832 
1833 
1?»4 
1833 
18.16 
1837 

3« 
406 
416 
432 
370 
441 
416 
350 
438 

73,451 
77,016 
79,058 
81,939 
71,487 
83,801 
78,993 
64,019 
91,715 

10,100,162 
8,702,122 
12.121,083 
10,678,358 
10.451,230 
10,479,368 
12,389,937 
15.066.233 
11,680,111 

4.089,935 
4,291,793 
6,613,713 
3,516.066 
4,078,951 
2,031.8tJ3 
a,739,^ 
3,&7l,555 
3,811,699 

2,766,128.12 
2,947,716.24 
3,867,794.37 
2,765,674.36 
2,074,101.07 
1,3U.639.34 
a,16t;583.86 
2,882,264.89 
1,626,813.16 

3,663 

701,486 

101,673,614 

36.074,690 

22,298,616,11, 

14,771 

3,274  692 

493,839,168 

182,127,291 

87,216,517.98 

The  iMt  ortheee  totalf  f^ives  Uie  dtfTerence  between  the  two. 
pens. 

The  value  of  imports  into  Nev  York,  from  the 
10th  of  May,  1837,  to  the  10th  of  May,  1838,  was 
158,814,645,  and  that  of  Philadelphia  but  $7,732,- 
497;  and  Pensacola,  the  other  place  spoken  of,  only 
$3,112— the  imports  of  New  York  city  being  more 
than  half  of  all  the  importation  into  the  United 
States.  This  table,  though  in  a  condensed  form, 
is  comprehensive.  The  latter  line,  or  total  of  figures, 
exhibits  the  difference,  the  great  disparity  in  the  re- 
ceipt of  revenues  into  the  two  ciiiei:,  and,  to  some  ex- 
tent, the  States  of  New  York  and  Pennsylvania. 
Now,  according  to  the  above  tables,  if  we  put  the 
claims  of  New  York  upon  its  comm<ircial  as  well 
as  agricultural  interests,  the  dry  dock  should  be  lo- 
cated iiv  that  State,  What  a  disparity  does  the 
above  present  between  the  two  places.  With 
what  pride  should  the  Representatives  of  that  great 
State  advocate  her  superior  claims  to  the  favorable 
consideration  of  Congress. 

I  will  also  show,  by  the  statement  below,  in  pa- 
rallel columns,  the  great  disparity  between  the  do- 
mestic exports  of  the  two  States  contending  for  this 
prize,  embracins:  a  period  of  nine  years,  com- 
mencing in  18*29  end  ending  in  1837. 


»N4W  Yoaa. 


Pennsylvania. 


Years. 

1829, 

1830, 

1831, 

1832, 

1833, 

1834, 


Value. 
$12,036,561 
13,618,278 
15,726,118 
15,057,250 
15,411,296 
13,849,469 


Years. 
1829, 
1830, 
1831, 
1832, 
1833, 
1834, 


Value. 
$2,617,152 
2,924,452 
3,594,302 
2,008,991 
2,671,300 
2,031,803 
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APPENDIX  TO  THE  COyGRESSlONAL  GLOBE, 


Jan.  1839. 


25th  Cons  ••••2d  Srss. 


State  of  the  Finances — Mr.  Cambrtltng. 


B.  of  Ecps. 


1835,  30,345,364  1835, 

1836,  88,930,638  1636, 

1837,  37,338,419  1837, 


3,739,975 
3,971,555 
3,841,599 

#37,400,439 


#173,303,393 
Pennsv'na,  27,400,439 
Balance  in  favoi;  of  New  York,  #144,903,86.  ^ 

Some  gentlemen  have  been  pleased  to  place  their 
claims  upon  the  mechanical  or  boat  building  inte- 
rest; if  this  be  a  Just  criterion,  and  the  claims  of 
New  York  and  Pennsylvania  be  tested  upon  this 
principle,  to  which  1  bare  no  objection,  New  York 
will  still  be  entitled  to  the  prize,  to  show  which, 
see  the  following  table: 

StattmaU  Minoifig  the  wuiAer  qf  vesult  fruttt,  and  the 
imiuige  tktrti/,  m  e^h  StaU  wad  Territory  •/  Ike 
United  StaUes  fw  lAe  year  MMfftig  the  30U  BtfLtm,- 
fr0r,  1837. 

Stales.  Number  of  Tons.  dStlu. 

I  vesaela  built. 

Maine     -        -       -      149  33,475  40 

New  Hampshire     -         4  1,865  65 

Massachusetts         -      165  120,794  34 

Rhocle  Island  -       -        13  1,436  87 

Connecticut     -        -        59  4,431  J  3 

^  New  York      -        -      136  31,999  53 

New  Jersey     •        -       '81  6,767  18 

Pennsylvania  -        •        65  13,033  60 

Delaware         .        .  5  344  94 

Maryland        -       *      133  10,993  39 

District  of  Colombia  6  946  94 

Virginia  -       -       39  1,618  14 

North  Carolina        -        14  864  80 

South  Carolina        -         7  936  65 

Georgia  -       -       -         8  333  13 

Ohio        ...        58  10,385  00 

Tennessee       -       -         3  971  90 

Alabama 


Louisiana 
Kentncky 
Florida 
Michigan 

16 

1 

13 

1,741  57 

71  13 
995  65 

949  133,987  33 

I  am  not  disposed  to  find  fault  with  the  Repre- 
sentatives of  Pennsylvania,  because  they  advo- 
cated the  interests  of  their  State,  and  place  the 
claims  of  Philadelphia  upon  its  most  favorable, 
footing;  nor  have  I  presented  these  statements  to 
draw  an  invidioas  distinction  between  the  two 
cities;  but  have  thought  it  my  duty,  as  one  of  the 
Representatives  of  the  great  State  of  New  York 
to  stand  up  for  her  interests,  and  thereby,  in  my 
humble  opinion,  subserve  the  public  interest,  by 
advocating  the  construction  of  the  dry  dock  at  the 
Brooklyn  navy  yard. 

But  why  should  I  say  any  more  upon  the  sub- 
ject. Has  not  the  honorable  Chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  add  Means  told  the  House  that 
this  is  merely  a  re-appropriation  of  a  suA  of  mo- 
ney, carried  to  the  surplus  fund,  which  had  been 
appropriated  to  the  building  of  a  dry  dock  at 
Brookjyn,  after  mature  consideration  by  the 
last  Congress;  but  owing  to  some  difficulty  in  pro- 
curing the  land  at  a  moderate  price,  it  had  not 
been  applied  to  this  object.  The  same  difficulty 
«does  not  now  present  itself.  The  claims  of  the 
several  places  now  contesting;,  had  been  fully  ex- 
amined by  that  Congress  which  made  this  appro- 
t)riation.  The  palm  had  been  yielded  to  Brooklyn. 
This  had  been  done,  too,  upon  proper  surveys. 
Will  gentlemen  withhold  the  just  claims  of  New 
York,  and  thereby  injure  the  public  service,  be- 
cau.<se  they  cannot  get  dry  docks  established  in 
every  section  of  the  country,  wherever  their  ima- 
ginations may  lead  them  to  believe  they  are  need- 
ed? This  would  be  not  only  unjust,  but  highly 
cen.<arabl{>. 

Upon  what  ground*  are  the  friends  of  Philfldel- 
phia  disposed  now  to  place  her  claims?  Upon 
superiority  of  harbor?  I  should  suppose  not;  for 
the  harbor  of  New  York  is  one  of  the  best  in  the 
world — perfectly  secure,  affording  go«d  anchorage 
to  any  number  of  vessels.  It  can  float  the  lai^gest 
vessel  in  our  navy.  It  is  only  two  hours'sail  from 
the  ocean;  wbiUt  that  of  Philadelphia  is  insecure 
and  contracted,  and  at  least  one  hundred  and  fifty 
miles  from  the  ocean. 


New  York  can  be  approached  at  all  aeasions  of 
the  jear,  and  vessels  repaired  at  any  t'me;  but  ice 
in  the  Delaware  renders  it  impracticable  to  get  to 
Philadelphia.  '  Bat  the  greatest  obstacle  which 
pres.  nts  itself,  is  as  jo  the  depth  of  water  which 
is  not  sufficient  to  float .  our  largest  vessels.  The 
great  object  of  a  dock  of  this  kind,  is  to  receive 
vessels  without  reference  to  size,  with  her  crew, 
armament  and  munitions  on  board,  and  thus 
ri>pair  them,  and  save  the  trouble  of  removals  of 
the  same  as  has  to  be  done  in  the  ordinary  way. 
And  if  there  be  not,  sufficient  depth  of  water  at 
Philadelphia  for  this  purpose,  the  dock  would  be 
totally  useless.  There  has  been  no  information  fur- 
nished this  House  of  actual  survey,  dbc.  that  will 
disabuse  our  minds  of  this  opinion. 

New  York  is  entitled  to  this  dry  dock,  whether 
we  consider  the  security  and  capacity  of  harbor, 
depth  of  water,  its  proximity  to  the  ocean,  tonnage, 
imports  and  exports,  revenues,  taxes— in  fine  her 
general  commercial,  agricultural, >  or  mechanical 
interests.  And  whilst  I  am  speaking  of  her  Qom- 
nnfirce,  I  will  present  one  fact  in  relation  to  that  of 
Philadelphia.  The  arrivals  of  foreign  vessels  in- 
to the  port  of  New  York  has  progressively  increas- 
ed for  the  last  fit^y  years,  whilst  it  appears  from 
statistics  upon  thij  subject,  lately  published,  that 
the  foreign  arrivals  into  Philadelphia,  at  the  present 
time,  are  not  more  than  they  were  in  1788.  But 
its  coasting  trade  has  considerably  increased,  bat  I 
think  not  in  the  same  proponion  as  that  of  New 
York. 

The  mechanics  of  New  York  are  as  skilful,  and 
labor  is  as- cheap,  if  not  cheaper,  than  at  Philadel- 
phia, and  the  facility,  of  procuring  building  mate- 
rials for  vessels  is  as  great.  But,  above  all,  the 
public  interest  demands  that  New  York  should 
have  it.    Why,  then,  withhold  it? 

I  have  also  prepared  a  statement  of  the  opera- 
tions of  the  two  cities  in  gold  and  silver  for  a  period 
embracing  eight  years,  from  1831  to  1838,  both 
inclusive:  ^ 

NEW  YORK  CITY. 


Imported  in  eight  yean. 
Gold  bullion,  13,595,310 
Silver  bullion,  1,963,547 
Gold  specie,  31,874,590 
Silver  specie,  18,(60,441 


Exported  in  eight  years. 
Gold  bullion,  ^171,837 
Silver  bullion,    346,430 
Gold  specie,    3,914,908 
Silver  specie,  14,958,339 


#46,093,888 

PmLADELPUlA  CITY. 


#18,391,484 


Gold  bullion,  #50,587 
Silver  bullion,  436,970 
Gold  specie,  405,416 
Silver  specie,   1,831,085 


Gold  bullion,  none. 
Silver  bullion,    #33,514 
Gold  specie,       335,565 
Silver  specie,  3,383,634 


#3,714,058  #3,643,713 

But  to  return  to  the  cry  of  some  gentlemen  as  to 
the  inequality  of  expenditures.  I  think  N^w  York 
pays  as  much  (if  not  more)  into  the  public  Trea- 
sury, in  ihe  way  of  taxes,  having  reference  to  her 
population,  as  any  other  State  in  the  Union.  Have 
the  4ifibur^«me^L<,  upon  the  same  principle,  been 
greater  in  this  State  than  in  other  sections  of  the 
Union,  and  particularly  Pennsylvanlal  I  think  not. 
The  building  at  New  York — ^the  custom-house — 
which  the  Govern meht  is  erecting  for  its  own  ac- 
commodation, has  been  referred  to  by  gentlemen 
who  are  in  favor  of  erecting  this  dock  farther  south. 
They  have,  with  great  emphasis,  denominated  it  a 
palace,  a  waste  of  money,  Ac.  This  was  not 
erected,  solely,  let  me  tell  gentlemen,  with 
a  view  of  beautifying  New  York.  It  has  been  con- 
structed of  permanent  materials,  and  of  ^cai 
capacity,  such  as  the  interests  and  wants  of  the 
Government  demanded.  I  hope  all  objection  will 
vanish  when  I  tell  gentlemen  that  the  erection  of 
the  !same  has  cost  the  Government  but  one  percent, 
upon  the  revenue  netted  at  that  port  for  the  last  ten 
years;  and  I  very  much  question  whether  Philadel- 
phia, with  her  splendid  mint  and  navy  yard,  or 
any  other  section  of  the  country,  can  pre.^nt  the 
same  picture  as  a  justification  for  the  amounts  they 
have  received  of  the  boanties  of  the  Gk)vemment. 
I  think,  all  told,  that  New  York  can  present  a  bet- 
ter claim  for  future  disbursements  there  than  the 
places'  above  cited. 

To  conclude,  sir,  it  is  with  pleasure  that  I  recur 
to  the  healthful  state  of  prosperity  which  New  Vork 


nowpreeeqta.  The  representatives  of  this  gieai3utt 
can  with  pride  say,  she  has  within  her  prteia^iS 
main  artery  of  the  Union;  that  she  diffuses  the  life^ 
blood  through  the  whole  commerci«|l  sysug^u 
the  fbregoing  statistics  irrefutably  establish  the  fad 
We  are.  proud  that  she  is  so^not  from  loca),oimNr 
views,  but  because  she  tends  so  much  to  aJdio 
the  honor  and  fame  of  the  lo/iofe  UntfMl  JStolo.  I 
go  for  my  country,  sir,  and  that  which  wii)  bat 
benefit  it  in  the  aggregate,  and  whenenTltia 
satisfied  of  the  iifiii<y  of  an  appropriation  in  i  at. 
tional  point  of  view,  I  will  ever  be  foondreadjv 
record  my  vote  in  its  favor,  let  it  beatthcltoA 
or  the  South,  the  East  or  the  Wpsi,  and  all  Ink  | 
is,  that  gentlemen  would  legislate  on  equally  bV-  | 
ral  principles,  which  I  have  no  doubi  thitth^ 
will. 


ie9S«| 


STATE  OP  THE  TREASURY  AND  ffiPHT- 
DITURES  OF  GOVERNMENT. 

Ifi  Hoiue  of  RepresentaliveSf  January  34, 1639.-llr. 

CAMBaxLENO,  from  the  Committee  of  Wafsud 

Means,  submitted  the  following  report  o&  Ai 

Slate  of  the  Treasury  and  the  eipeDdinubof 

Government: 

By  the  63d  rule  of  the  House  of  RepreseBtailm, 
it  IS  made  the  duty  of  the  Cosnmiitee  of  Ways  »d 
Means  to  "inquire  into  the  state  of  thereveavud 
of  the  expendittfre,  and  to  report,  from  tiaela 
time,  their  opinion  thereon.'^    The  coaditioDof  6V 
finances  renders  the  discharge  of  this  doty  putid^ 
larly  necessary  at  the  present  time.   OnreiW 
dinary  expenditures  have,  within  a  few  years,  be* 
unavoidably  large,  and  our  revenue  has  rapdl^l^ 
clined  since  1836.    In   that  year  oorinoonem 
customs  and  lands  was  more  thanforty-ejghtil* 
lions;  in  1837  (including  the  postponed  boodji)> 
was  about  twenty-four  millions;  and  for  the  fMt 
year  (deducting  the  postponed  bonds)  about  w 
teen  millions  and.  a  half.    The  revival  cf  tn&.  J 
increase  the  revenue  both  from  customs  aad  ll4r 
and,  notwithstanding  the  progressive  redndioa* 
our  tariflf,  it  will  probably  be  sufficient  to  awtfc 
wants  of  an  economical  administratioa  of  oor  ^ 
v^rnment    We  have,  however,  no  jost 
anticipate  such  an  excess  of  revenue  as  to 
a  continuance  of  extravagant  expenditare^ 
present  reduced  stale  of  the  Treasury  sffordstflj 
per  occasion  to  inquire  what  branches  of  theewn 
been  unnecessarily  increased,  and  to  «■***! 
restore  the  aggregate  expense  of  the  F^**™? 
vernment  to  the  economical  basis  contempUlttJ 
the  act  of  the  2d  of  March,  183 J,  and  comy 
ing  with  the  maximum  duty  of  20  perceatrfp 
lorem  after  June,  1842,  proposed  by  that  act 

Our  Federal  expendilnres  have  been  r 
though  irregularly,  increasing,  from  ITW 
present  time.  Tlie  fluctuations  appear  to  haw^ 
simultaneous  with  an  ^increasing  or 
venue — an  overflowing  Treasury  uniJ 
ducing  a  suddeu  augnientation  of  oar 
tions..    Independent,  however,  of  such 
extravagance,  it  was  natural  to  antiei; 
cially  in  the  first  half  oentnry  of  its  e: 
steady  increase  in  the  civil,  military  and 
penditures  of  a  Gtovemmcni  which  had 
establishmeixts  at  its  origin;  and  parti 
country  which  has^in  so  short  a  periodj 
number  of  States  in  the  Confedeiacy, 
boundary  of  settlement  to  near  6.9e  lift 
in  1790,  increased  its  population  from  I 
to  near  seventeen  millions,  and  extended 
routes  from  1,875  to  near  135,000  miles. 

But  while  a  considerable  increase  of  oar 
tures  for  purposes  strictly  national— fiww* 
mon  defence  and  common  gover^meat 
growing  and  now  enlanred  Confcder 
satisfactorily  accounted  for,  if  not 
by  the  circumstances,  other  expendi!^ 
your  committee  believe,    to  the.  origins) 
the  Constitution,  have   arisen  tbroo^  t 
from  the  princiole  of  taxation  by  wbieh 
was  governed  for- nearly  thirty  yean- 
late  war  with  Great  Britkin,  oar  ti 
vised  and  our  taxes  levied  to^sapplf^ 
wantsr  of  Government,  however  they 
incidentally,  on  the  internal  iadaair/ 
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{T)\  It  was  never  then  designed  to  raise  more  re- 
7eaoe  than  was  actually  necessary  to  sapply  our 
F^dfr2l  wants.  During  the  war,  large  inyestmeQCs 
were  made  by  oar  capitalists  ia  manafactures;  and 
when  it  was  over,  the  principle  of  oar  revenue  laws 
wv>  entirely  reversed.  Oar  taxes  were  no  longer 
fradoated  bv  the  wants  of  Goverjament, .but  by 
the  deinand^f  our  capitalists  for  protection;  thus 
SQbstitating  the  incident  for  the  principal.  Oar  ta- 
nfls  were  revised  without  any  regard  to  the  condi- 
ti'^n  of  our  finances,  and  a  broad  foundation  wa^ 
kid  for  a  rednndant  revenue.  The  conaeqnenee 
wi^  a  rapid  extinguishment  of  a  public  debt, 
fended  and  unfunded,  of  one  hundred  and  fiAy 
millioos  of  dollars.  Anticipating  this  redemption, 
a:'prnpria(iODS  in  every  branch  of  the  public  service 
were  increased,  and  still  more  extensively  to  ab- 
sorb a  prospective  surplus,  new  objects  of  expendi- 
tore  were  sought  for,  which  had  b  ^en  before  con- 
sidered under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  States.  Sur- 
veys  vere  authoiized,  laying  the  foundation  for  a 
Meral  system  of  roads,  canals,  harbors,  anf<  other 
improvemcots,.  sufficient  to  exhaust  any  surplus 
vhich  might  possibly  occur.  Extravagance  was 
deeoied  patriotic,  as  designed  to  perpetoate  proteo- 
.  (ion  to  manufactures.  The  one  was  indispensable 
fOj(he  other,  and,  for  a  time,  the  rights  of  the .  tax 
apver  were  wholly  disregarded. 
-  This  att?mpt  to  interfere  with  the  rights  of  the 
Slaifs,  and  (6  enlarge  Federal  jurisdiction,  expen- 
•  IHorf,  and  patronage,  was  partially  arrested  at 
aa  early  stage,  by  leaving  to  the  Stales  the  exclo- 
fl're  and  constitutional  coatrol  over  their  roads 
■sit  canals.     But   there  still  remained  other  ez- 

rdituclss,  which  will  be  noticed  hereaAer,  equal- 
foreien,  as  the  committee  think,  to  the  l^iti- 
vaie  duties  of  a  confederated  Grovemment.  But 
fBniwitb;ianding  these,  the  extravagant  tendency 
faf  a  surplus,  and  the  rapid  redemption  of  our 
'  Mb!ic  debt,  we  have  been  already  compelled  to 
,'4epostte  eight-and-twenty  millions  with  the  Stv  tes. 
•^onunately,  however,  this  association  of  protec- 
'lion,  surplus,  aqd  extravagance,  is  no  longer  the 
^  policy  of  our  Government.  Both  Houses,  by 
r'Mrwhelming  majorities,  revived  our  ancient  prin- 
^^ple  of  revenue  in  the  act  of  9d  of  March, 
n883.  The  fourth  clause  of  the  3J  section  of 
epKl  act  provides  that  after  the  30th  of  June,  1843, 
r^dotics  shall  be  laid  for  the  purpose  of  raisihg 

a  eh  reyi-nue  as  may  be  necesspry  to  an  ecoaomi- 
I  adnfiinislraiion  of  the  (Government."  Believ- 
^ig,  »s  the  committee  do,  that  no  other  policy  can 
lie  permanently  sustained  in  a  confederacy  of  in- 
■bpendent  States,  they  deem  it  expediei^t  to  ex- 
HwBine  our  expehditurcs  in  detail,  to  ascertain 
Mat  reforms  can  be  introduced  to  briAg  them 

Fwn  to  the  economical  standard  permanently  con- 
npfated  by  the  act  of  1833. 
^  Before  noticing  the  permanent  expenditures  of 
*"    Government,  It  is  proper  to  advert  to  those  of 
occasional  or  temporary  character,  which  have 
'  laif^ely  and  unavoidably  Increased  the  amount 
f>ar  annual  appropiiations  for  a  ISew  years  past^ 
are  in  the  Indian  branch  of  the  public  ser- 
The  expenditures  for  Indian   lands   and 
have  amounted,  within  a  few  years  past,  to 
,t  fifty  millions  of  dollars.    The  purchase  of 
ir  landis,  and  the  removal  of  the  Indians  beyond 
Mississippi,  were  unl^voidably  connected  with 
settlement  of  the  country,  howevei  it  might 
it  the  various  tribes.    It  is  satisfactory  to  know 
their  condition  has  been  ameliorated  by  re- 
^wal.     The  addition  of  thirteen  new  States  to  the 
raion,   embracing  within  their  boundaries  most 
Ihese  tribes,  made  it  necessary,  especially  in 
years,  to   purchase  their  lands,    in  order 
ftdwance  civilization;  to  remove  obvious  obstruc- 
to  ibe  ^rttIement  and  cultivation  of  the  coun- 
to    prerent    collision,  and    to    preserve    the 
and  property    of  the    inhabitants    of   our 
and  Territories  from  Indian  depredations, 
purchases  have  also  been  founded,  almost 

eqsively,  upon  compacts  formed  with  somfe 
es  more  than  thirty  yeais  ago;  on  our  implied 
ifigmtion  to  other  States;  and  on  resolutions  and 
wropTiations  by  both  Houses  rf  Congress,  ex- 
Kliftic  through  every  administration  of  the  Go- 
^«imi»eiit.  They  ware,  moreover,  justifiable  on 
icae  financial  groonds.    By  referring  to  the  docu- 


ments annexed,  it  will  be  ^een  that  we  have 
acquired  by  Indian  treaties,  since  the  4th  of  March, 
1899,  about  one  hundred  and  ten  millions  of 
acres.  There  no.w  remain',  of  unbougfal  Indian 
lands,  less  than  thirty-five  millions  of  acres. 
No  extraordinary  expenditure  can,  therefore,  be 
hereafter  anticipated  for  this  object;  nor  is  it  proba- 
ble that  there  will  be  such  extravagant  demands 
upon  the  Treasury  for  Indian  wars,  owing  to  the 
removal  of  almost  all  the  tribes,  and  to  a  change 
in  the  plan  of  operations  in  Florida,  but  princi- 
pally to  the  recent  increase  of  the  army.  One-half 
of  the  amount  expended  in  these  wars  has  un- 
doubtedly arisen  from  the  extraordinary  expenses 
arising  from  suddenly  cal  ing  into  the  field  nu- 
merous bodies  of  militia  and  volunteers,  which  we 
were  obliged  to  do  in  consequence  of  the  inade- 
quate force  of  the  regular  army.  The  Increase  of 
that  force  will  enable  Government,  in  some  degree, 
to  dispense  with  these  calls  in  future;  and  many 
millions  in  our  annual  Expenditures  will  be  saved 
by  preventing  Indian  depredations,  ^nd  promptly 
suppressing  Uiem  when  they  may  occur. 

Owing  to  appropriations  of  the  character  refer- 
red to,  and  to  others  which  will  be  noticed,  there  is 
a  very  considerable  apparent  increase  of  the  Fede- 
ral expenditures  in  the  last  ten  years.    The  appro- 
priations for  1838,  including   those  under  perma- 
nent acts,  amounted  to  about  thirty-eight  millions 
of  dollars.    In   comparing  these  with  the  expen- 
ditures in  1899,  the  following  items  will  be  found 
in  the  former  which  were  not  in  the  latter,  viz: 
For  preventing  and  suppress- 
ing Indian  hostilities    |1,000,000 
the   same,  and  for   the 

Cherokee  treaty  -  6,740,000 

removal  of  In- 
dians, anai- 
ties,  &c      (3,060,000 
Do.    do.  in  1839, 

only  420,000 

^9,640,000 

#10,380,000 

For  appropriations  for  the  Post  Office, 
not  embraced  in  any  bill  until  and 
since  1836,  as  these  expenses  are 
paid  out  of  the  postages    •  •  #4,560,000 

the  protection  of^lhc  Northern  fron- 
tier -  .  •-  -  695,000 
a  nominal  item  in  the  navy  appropri- 
ation bill,  being  a  mere  transfer  of 
an  unexpended  appropriation  for 
the  gradual  improvement  of  the 
navy  to  the  years  1839  and  1840      1,500,000 


17,065,000 


There  has  been  an  increase  in  almost 
veery  branch  of  expenditure,  but  princt- 
dally  in  the  following: 
The  appropriations  for  pen- 
sions in  1838,  were  -#9,058,500 
Do       do       under  perma- 
nent acts   -           -  -  1,350,000 

3,408,500 
Total  expenditures  m 
1899,    revolution- 
ary -  -#764,499 
Do    do    do  other  185,109 


949,594 


•  9,458,906 


Harbors,  Ac.  appropriations  in 

1838  -  -  •  1)535,000 

Expenditures  in  1899  -     505,000 

Congressional  expenses,appro- 
priations  in  1838,  owing,  in 
part,  to  the  lone  session    -     989,000 

Expenditures  in  1899  -     467,000 

Light-bonses,appropriations  in 
1838         -  -  -     663,000 

Expenditures  in  1899  -     991,500 

^^    371,500 

In  Executive,  Territorial,  judicial  and 
miscellaneous  expenditures    -  -    '880,000 

#99,390,406 


1,030,000 


515,000 


Our  naval  and  military  expenses  have  been  greats 
er  since  1899:  the  former  owing,  in  part,  to  the  un- 
certainty, atone  time,  of  our  relations  with  France, 
and  the  latter  to  Indian  wars.  But  our  axpei^di- 
tures  have  been,  since  then,  increased  in  every 
branch  by  an  augmentation  of  the  amount  of  com- 
mercial credit,  which  adds  to  the  cost  of  alloui^sup- 
plies. 

la  examining  into  our  expenditures,  there  will 
be  found,  in  many  of  them,  much  abuse  requiring 
reform.  Two  branches  do  not  come  annually  nn^ 
der  the  consideration  of  Congress — ^the  expendi- 
tures for  the  Post  Ofllce  service,  and  the  expenses 
of  collecting  our  revenue.  The  former,  not  being 
a  chargie  upon  the  public  Treasury,  (except  for  the 
expenses  of  the  General  Post  Office,)  are  regulated 
by  the  inoome  from  postages,  which  are  annually 
increasing  the  number  of  our  routes  and  the  fre- 
quency of  the  transportation  of  the  mails.  Of  the 
immense  increase  in  this  branch  of  the  public  ser- 
vice, some  idea  may  be  formed  from  the  increase 
in  the  traesportation  of  the  mails.  It  was  not,' 
probably,  more  than  100,000  miles  in  1790;  845,- 
468  in  1793;  as  late  as  1803  it  was  bql  3,504,800; 
it  is  now  34,580^209  miles.  Though  not  a  charga 
upon  the  public  Treasury,  we  are  bound,  as  the 
trustee  of  the  fund,  to  see  that  it  is  adminirtered 
with  economy,  in  order  that  our  thail  routes  may 
be  extended  to  the  remotest  quarters  of  the  Union. 
It  has  been,  accordingly,  the  subject  of  investiga- 
tion; the  Department  has  been  reorganized,  and 
is  believed  now  to  be  well  administered.  There  is 
charged  upon  this  fund,  for  the  service  of  the  pre- 
sent year,  #5,100,000.  If  it  is  designed  that  this 
important  establishment  should  support  itself,  there 
seems  to  be  no  reason  for  discriminating  between 
the  expenditures  for  the  offices  throughout  the 
Union  and  of  the  General  Post  Office,  by  charging 
the  former  upon  the  fund  of  the  Department,  and 
the  latter  upon  the  Treasury. 

The  expense  of  collecting  our  revenue  from  cus- 
toms amounted,  in  the  first  ten  years  after  1789,  to 
aboat  #993,000  anvually;  for  the  last  ten,  ending 
31st  December,  1837,  to  #1,939,0C0;  it  is  now 
about  a  million  and  a  half.  By  referring  to*  the 
table  of  tonnage,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  amount  of 
tonnaire  entered  from  abroad  has  increased  from 
605,000  tons  in  1790  to  9,065,000  tons  in  1837. 
The  expenses  of  collecting  the  revenue  was  in  1899 
#1,013,000,  and  in  1837  #1,499,000.  The  tonnage 
entered  from  a|>road  was  1,003.000  in  1899,  and 
9,065,000  tons  in  1837.  The  annual  amount  of 
revenue  is  no  criterion  of  the  expense  of  collection; 
because,  although  we  have  relinquished  the  duty 
on  more  than  half  of  our  importations,  the  great 
increase  in  this  branch  of  trade  creates  a  necessity 
fpr  an  increased  number  of  inspectors.  Wa  have 
also,  of  late  years,  introduced  many  very  compli- 
cated provisions  in  our  tariff  laws,  and  added  to 
the  expense  of  collection.  But  a  part  of  this  in- 
crease is  owing  to  the  neglect  of  Congress  in  not 
limiting,  from  time  to  time,  the  nHmbe^  of  officers 
to  be  employed;  and  in  permitting  the  collectors  to 
pay  the  whole  expense  of  our  custom-houses  out  of 
the  revenue  received,  without  even  transferring  it 
to  the  public  Treasury.  Had  Congress  periodical- 
ly limited  the  number  of  our  officers,  directed  Uie 
collectors  to  pay  all  the  money  received  by  them 
into  the  Treasury,  required  annual  estimates,  and 
made  specific  appropriations  for  this,  as  in  other 
branches  of  the  public  service,  it  would  ha va  ope- 
rated as  a  sensible  check  on  the-  extravagance  of 
some  of  our  collectors. 

Although  the  subject  of  tonnage  is  only  indirect- 
ly connected  with  the  question  of  expenditures,  the 
committee  cannot  dismiss  it  without  calling  the  at- 
tention of  the  House  to  the  fact  disclosed  in  tbe  ta- 
ble imnexed,  that  while  the  American  tonnage  en- 
tered from  abroad  increased  from  879,949  in  1899, 
to  1,999,790  tons  in  1837,  the  foreign'  tonnage  rose 
from  130,743  to  765,703  tons  in  the  same  period— 
a  result  owing,  among  other  causes;,  to  our  unwise 
taxes  on  navigation,  and  to  an  abuse  of  credit  at 
home,  which  enables  foreign  nations  to  build,  sup- 
ply, and  man  their  ships  cheaper  than' we  can,  and 
slowly  to  undermine  the  basis  of  our  naval  power. 

The  Legislative  expenses  of  the  Federal  Go- 
vernment for  the  first  ten  years  were  annually,  on 
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an  average,  about  (171,000;  the  appropriaiioa;<  for 
the  year  1838  were  |98S,000.  A  part  of  this  has 
-arisen  firom  the  increase  in  the  number  of  mem- 
bers of  Congress;  but  the  most  extravagant  in« 
crease  has  occurred  in  the  contingent  expenses  ol 
both  Houses.  In  the  first  ten  years  these  did  not 
amount  to  more  than  flO.OOO  annually;  while  the 
appropriations  for  the  pa^t  year  were  |373,960.  Al- 
though under  the  immediate  observation  and  ex- 
clusive control  of  Congress,  there  is  no  branch  of 
'the  public  service  where  there  has  been  more  abuse 
and  exuavagance.  Thousands  of  documents,  in 
jnany  instances  of  no  importance,  are  annually 
printed;  and  the  conting.ent  funds  of  the  two 
Heuses  have  been,  for  sQme  years  past,  charged 
with  the  expanse  of  furnishing  members  with  books. 
There  has  been,  and  remains  to  he  paid,  on  two 
contracts  alone  of  this  character,  |78 1,023  37,  not 
only  to  suppjy  those  who  are  aciualiy  in  Congress, 
but  others  who  have  not  been  members  for  many 
years  past.  Should  such  expenditures  be  continued, 
this  will  very  soon  become  an  important  item;  and 
in  any  event,  a  large  amount  will  still  be  required  to 
fulfil  contracts  for  books  in  no  manner  belonging  to 
the  legitimate  contingencies  of  eilher  House  of  Con- 
gress. 

The  expenditures  of  the  Executive  Departments 
were,  in  the  ten  yearn  after  specific  appropriations 
were  made,  about  |ld5.000  annually;  the  appro- 
priation for  1838  was  $795,000.  This  item  has 
steadily  iocreased  with  the  growth  of  our  country 
and  its  various  establishments,  requiring  Elxecu- 
tive  agency  and  superintendence.  Something 
would  probably  be  saved  if  there  were  one  contin- 
gent fund  under  the  control  of  the  Secretary,  for 
all  the  offices  of  each  Department.  Our  compli- 
cated system  of  accounts,  too,  was  established 
many  years  ago;  and  a  more  judiciops  organiza- 
tion of  the  Departments  might  introduce  greater 
simplicity  and  economy.  It  is  impossible,  how- 
ever, to  avoid  a  uniform  increase  in  this  branch  of 
the  public  expenditure,  while  we  continue  to  multi- 
ply onr  laws  at  every  session,  vhich  must  be  car- 
ried into  effect  by  the  Executive  Departments;  and 
while  we  rapidly  increase,  as  we  have  done  of  late, 
the  number  of  resolutions  in  both  House,  calling 
for  information,  and  frequently  involving  great  la- 
bor and  expense. 

Connected  al?o  with  the  Executive  Departments 
are  various  expenditures,  which  were  very  inconsi- 
derable, or  did  not  exist  at  all,  at  the  commeace- 
ment  of  the  Government — such  as  those  for  the 
Mint,  Territoriai  Government*,  the  coast  survey, 
arming  and  equipping  militia,  the  public  lands,  and 
public  buildings.  These,  which  in  early  legislation 
were  quite  unimportant,  now  amount  to  near  a 
million  annually. 

The  expenses  of  the  Judiciary  in  the  first  ten 
years  after  specific  appropriations  were  made,  did 
not  amount  to  more  than -about  f^6l,009  annually; 
'  the  appropriation  for  1838  was  $484,000.  The  in- 
creased expense  for  the  salaries  of  judges  has  not 
been  beyond  what  night  have  been  anticipated. 
The  expense,  however,  of  the  coiirts  of  the  United 
-  States  has  increased  from  about  |30,000  to 
$342,000,  which  is  the  estimate  for  the  present 
year,  tn  this  branch  of  the  public  service,  reform 
seems  to  be  required.  While  the  clerks  of  our 
courts  are  appointed  by  the  judges,  and  the  fees  of 
the  former  amount  to  a  much  larger  sum  annually 
than  the  salaries  of  the  latter,  the  appointing  power 
may  be  tempted  to  participate  in  the  profits  of  the 
clerkship,  and  to  sanction  the  most  exorbitant 
charges.^  The  fees  of  our  district  clerks  and  attor- 
neys ouf^ht  to  be  more  precisely  regulated  by  law, 
and  the  clerks  onght  not  to  be  appointed  by  the 
Judges. 

The  expenses  of  our  intercourse  with  foreign 
powers  amounted  in  early  years  to  about  $50,000 
annually;  the  estimate  for  the  present  year  is 
$266,484.  This  expenditure  was  considerably 
.  augmented  by  the  revolutions  in  what  was  for- 
merly denominated  Spanish  America.  The  esti- 
mate for  the  present  year  is  not,  however,  so  great 
as  the  expenditure  for  1829,  which  was  $289,140  07. 

The  current  expenses  of  the  Indian  Department 
were  unimportant  and  irregular  in  early  years,  but 
2ll  the  expenditures  in  this  branch  for  the  first  ten 
^ears  amounted  to  leas  than  $32,000  annually;  the 


Mtimatea  for  1839  amount  to  $866,960,  including 
some  appropriations  not   for   current   expenses. 
rhi8  increase  is  owmg  almoet  exclusively  to  annnt- 
itei  and  stipulations  under  treaties  with  the  Indians  * 
entered  into  sinoe  1789. 

Having  no  military  esta^  lisfamc|it  worthy  of  no- 
tice at  the  origin  of  the  Government,  the  expendi- 
tures in  this  branch  of  the  public  service  have  of 
course  increased.  When  it  is  considered  that  the 
settled  area  of  the  United  States  has  increased, 
according  to  the  calculations  of  a  scientific  eniti- 
neer,  in  the  ratio  of  210,575  in  1790,  to  1,013,664 
in  1839,  some  idea  may  be  formed  of  the  vast  ex- 
teat  of  our  present  boundaries;  and  we  may  well 
doubt,  notwithstanding  the  recent  increase  of  the 
army,  whether  it  will  ultimately  be  found  adequate 
to  protect  all  our  extensive  frontiers. 

Although  we  have  been  more  liberal  in  our  na<> 
val  appropriations,  that  establishment  still  bears 
an  unimponant  rank  in  comparison  with  that  of 
every  other  maritime  nation.  The  improvement 
in  steam  navigation,  however,  seems  to  promise  a 
revolution  in  the  mode  of  conducting  maritime 
war,  which  may  render  this  difl*erence  of  less  im- 
portance as  it  regards  existing  navies,  and  may  re- 
quire new  and;  considerable  expenditures  in  this 
branch  of  the  public  service,  which  will  be  noticed 
hereaAer. 

The  appropriatioDs  for  roads  in  1838  were 
$540,000.  There  was  no  such  Federal  expendi- 
ture in  early  years. 

In  the  expenses  for  light-houses  there  has  been  a 
considerable  increase,  especially  within  the  last  two 
years.  The  annual  amount  expended  in  the  first 
ten  years,  including  the  maintenance  of  the  esta- 
blishment, was  less  than  $35,i900.  For  many  years 
past  it  was  less  than  $300,000  annually;  but  in 

1837  it  was  suddenly  increased  to  $1,220,019,  and 
included  $921,964  for  new  light-bouses,  dbc.     In 

1838  the  appropriations  amounted  to  $063,873. 
The  estimate  merely  for  maintaining  the  existing 
light-houses  in  the  year  1839,  amounts  to  $394,000. 
The  appropriations  for  new  works  of  this  kind 
were  authorized  without  proper  examinations,  and 
much  money  has  been  wasted  in  this  branch  of  the 
service.  Two  years  ago  Congress .  directed  such 
examinations  to  be  made  before  any  new  work 
should  be  connnenced.  The  officers  reported  in 
favor  of  suspending  the  appropriatiors  for  thirty- 
one  of  the  number  of  works  authorized  by  the  act 
of  1837.  There  is  a  large  amount  now  remaining 
unexpended  in  this  branch  of  the  service. 

The  expenditures  for  fortifications  were  irregular 
in  the  first  years;  but  from  1789  to  1798  the  annual 
average  was  $108,000.  The  appropriations  for 
1838  amounted  to  $1,015,000;  and  the  estimates 
for  1839,  $1,269,100.  This  part  of  the  national 
defence  is  still  in  a  very  incomplete  state.  The 
improvement  in  steam  batteries  within  a  few  years 
past  renders  it,  however,  a  question  worthy  of  in- 
quiry, whether  it  will  not  also  produce  an  entire 
revolution  in  the  plan  of  harbor  defence;  and 
whether  it  would  not  be  most  judicious  for  the 
present  to  confine  our  expenditures  to  the  arma- 
ment of  the  fortifications  we  have  finished,  and 
^await  the  result  of  future  experiments  which  will 
become  necessary  to  ascertain  whether  floating 
steam  batteries  are  not  superior  to  i^tationary  forti- 
fications in  guarding  the  entrance  into  and  in  de- 
fending harbor":.  There  are  other  rr asons  fur  sus- 
pending new  appropriations  for  1839.  Those  ex-. 
isting  were  not  made  until  tl^e  7ih  July  last,  and 
the  act  directed  that  one-half  of  the  amount  should 
be  expended  in  the  present  year;  and  there  remain- 
ed undrawn  from  the  Trcasury,on^the  1st  January, 
$704,369  56,  besides  the  balances  in  the  hands  of 
our  disbursing  officers.  Under  such  circumstances, 
with  a  deficient  revenue,  and  while  there  is  a  pro- 
bability that  a  change  will  be  made  in  the  plan  of 
harbor  defence,  and  that  the  public  money  may 
hereafter  be  more  advantageously  expended,  the** 
committee  are  of  opinion  that  it  is  not  expedient 
to  add  $1,269,100  to  the  large  amount  unexpend- 
ed and  in  the  hands  of  disbursing  officers. 

For.the  first  six-and-twenty  years  the  average 
amount  annually  paid  for  pensions  was  less  than 
$^4,000.  .  As  late  as  1814  it  was  about  $90,000, 
and  in  1815  less  than  $70,000.  The  late  war  ad- 
ded about  $200,000  for  invalids,  and  the  widofra 


or  children  of  those  who  bad  diedofwotmds  I^ 
cieved  in  battle.  The  whole  pensioa  roll  o(  tJa 
United  Stateaarising  from  the  Revolntioiivy, !«. 
dian,  and  British  wars,  did  not  ihta  eioeed  |300,* 
000  annual  ly .  !%«  appropriaiioDs  for  pennoDi  k 
the  present  year  amout  to  $9,500,000;  to  whiek 
are  to  be  added  the  permanent  SLppteptiam  of 
$l,000,0O0,and  unexpended  appropfiatioosaiaout- 
ing  to  $741,000,  making  an  aggregate  for  pesaon 
in  1839  of  $4,241,000;  and  we  have  bov  chai|al, 
upon  the  public  Treasury  42,500  peosioiwis.  A 
bill  was  passed  at  the  last  session,  vitboutdekite, 
and  approved  on  the  last  day  of  the  session,  wkk 
draws  from  the  Treasury  in  the  prenat  y^ 
$1,372,000;  and  there  are  three  geaenl  pfian 
bills  now  pending  in  the  House,  whiekwrald, if 
adopted,  probably  double  the  aaanal  ataounti^ 
propsiated  for  pensions. 

This  result,  and  in  so  short  a  period,  coaldaot 
have  been  anticipated  by  the  framcrs»foarC» 
stitntion.  The  claims  of  our  revolutioDaiy  loidiai 
rested  on  peculiar  grounds.  Their  «nm  ui 
sufferings  were  of  an  extraordinary  durader,  til 
we  had  from  necessity  been  compelled  to  viotak 
eur  contracts  with  them.  In  their  case  «e  soi 
warranted  in  departing  from  ordinaiy  asafeite 
our  means  were  ample  to  indeminify  thtm.  Ai* 
sions  to  invalids,  and  to  the  widows  or  eU- 
dren  of  those  whd  are  killed  or  who  die  of 
received  in  battle,  form  a  part  of  the 
where  such  laws  ezi^t,  between  the  OonnuMit 
and  the  soldier  But  in  graniiag  penaon, « 
we  have  done,  in  cases  where  the  soldier 
neither  killed  nor  wounded  in  battle,  we  vii 
the  pension  principle,  and  charged  the  jM 
Treasury  with  half  pay  to  the  represeiitatifpif 
all  who  enlifit  an  the  service  of  Ghirccsa^^ 
whether  in  peace  or  in  war,  in  addiiioa  to' 
compensation  stipulated  for  their  serviccf. 
1836  there  was  no  departure  from  the 
pension  rules,  except  as  to  Revoluiionaiy 
bnt  in  that  year  provision  was  made  geoeza&f 
pensions  in  ordinary  cases  of  death,  while  in  ""^ 
vice,  after  the  20th  of  April,  1818, 
wounds  or  not.  *rhe  same  mle  was 
the  navy  pension  fund,  which  will  be  fay^ 
destroyed  by  such  improvident  legislatiea. 
to  1837,  this  fund  was  amply  suflicieal  to 
for  our  naval  invalids,  and  for  the  widows 
dren  of  those  who  had  been  killed  in  bank. 
inveSited  in  stocks,  and  amounted,  on  ih#U 
1837,  IP  $1,115,239  53:  it  is  now  tedocd, 
the  operation  of  recenX  laws,  to  '""** 
Should  we  have  no  reform  in  this  t 
latien,  it  will  be  difficult  to  anticipate  the 
which  may  be  annually  required  for  th»  ' 
ture.  If  we  continue  to  grant  penaons  ia 
ordinary  death,  in  peace  or  in  war,  to  then 
tatives  of  those  who  are  employed  ia  the 
service,  and  to  all  ia  the  naval  service,  ~ 
soon  follow  the  example  of  some  moaar 
extend  our  pension  roll,  and  with  eqail . 
the  representatives  of  all  who  die  in  the 
ploy  meats  ofGovernmeni. 

The  committee  feel  it  to  be  their  duty  to 
the  special  norice  of  the  House  the  bwy 
pidly  increasing  expenditures  upon  ha"*""" 
vers.    This  item  was  unknown  in  the 
lion  of  the  Federal  Government.    Th 
pria'tion  was  made  in  1802;  but  prior  to 
$36,449  had  been  expended  upon  two  a 
nected  directly  and  indirectly,  with  naiy 
light-houses.     In  1816  and  1819  two  0^ 
priations  were  made,  amounting  to  $34, 
connected  with  light^honses.    A  few  af"* 
were  matie  in  1820,  1821,   1822,  and 
neighborhaod  of    light-houses   and  i 
amounting  altogether  to  $51,750*,  and  in 
harbor  surveys  were  aatborixed,  at  aa ' 
$350. 

After  we  had  adopted  the  policy  oC 
revenue  than  was  reqaired  for  Fcdiwl 


•Theact  of  1836  did  not  Inelttdeattl 
the  military  service,  alter.tbe  SOih  i#nli« 
embraced  militia,  raacpiSi  sfft-feBeiUi%r 
tcers,  and  one  or  nacre  spcMual  ac 
establishing  the  same  principle  as  lo 
army. 


Jan. 


1329, 


APPCNI^IX  ^Q  the  ppNGRPSSIONAL  Gl»PBE. 


$55 


ggTH  CqH0**»»3d  8fcS9. 


tnd  as  th«  period  approached  for  the  redemptioa 
oftke  pabhc  debt,  this  was  one  of  the  new  bmaches 
of  expeadifure  resorted  to  in  order  to  absorb  a 
coatemplated  sarplns.  Accord ingty,  and  for  the 
first  time  in  the  h»tory  of  our '  legislation,  an  act 
vas  BAased  on  the  SOth  of  May,  1836,  **for  im-* 
ftowmg  certain  harbors,  and  ibe  navigation  of  cer- 
tain riyers  and  ereek^  aiicl  for  authorising  surveys 
lobe  made  of  certain  bayR,  sounds,  and  rivers, 
(herein  mentioned.'*  On  the  2d  of  March,  1897, 
lht»  was  fbUoired  by  a  regular  annaal  bill,  *<to  an- 
ttofise  the  improving  of  certain  harbors,  the  bnild- 
mg  of  piers,  and  for  other  purposes.**  These  ex- 
penditures immediately  increased,  in  1B97,  tp 
S,500;  in  Idtt,  to  |12l,000;  and  in  1829,  to 
5^000.  In  1838,  the  apprnpriations  were  more 
I  a  million  and  a  half,  and  the  estimates  for 
189  amoont  to  (1,713,000. 

Tbe  aggregate  amount  already  appropriated  for 
ftcae  voTfcs  is  |B,919,043  66,  besides  canal  stocks, 
and  the  debt  assumed  for  the  corporations  of  this 
Dittriet  for  investments  in  the  same,  amoen ting  to 

S 383,490;  making  an  aggregate  of  $19,302,533  6(j. 
e  estimates  for  completing  some  of  these  works 
amoDDt  ID  $4,650,849  9t;  bat,  jadgiog  by  oar  ex* 
lerienee  as  to  former  estimates,  itx^ill  more  proba- 
My  require  ten  millions,  besides  the  cost  of  some 
•f  the  most  expensive  works,  for  which  there  are 
io  estimates  at  all.  In  addition  to  this,  a  bill  is 
loar  pending,  and  would  have  passed  the  House  at 
]lkclofle  of  the  last  session  but  for  want  of  time, 
-llkh,  with  the  amendments,  embraced  appropri* 
iflhns  for  new  works  amounting  te  near  a  million 
'iTdbllam,  and  involving  an  ultimate  expenditnre 
if  probably  tvt  millions  more. 

{B    1836  this  subjeet  was  investigated  by  the 
Cii^mittee  of  Ways  and  Means,  and  a  report  sub- 
mitted by  one  of  its  members,  (Mr.   Smith,  'of 
Ibune,)  on  the  10th  of  February.    That  report 
iHiAes  that  there  was,  even  at  that  time,  "a  real  ne- 
iH&ity  for  hesitation,  if  not  of  actual  nrform,  in  the 
Ihrtber  prooecntion  of  public  works  upon  the  same 
JMem  which  had,  ef  late  yean,  obtained  under  the 
jKmrniwnt;*'  that  they  were  made  sabservient  "to 
y^  purposes  of  the  imlividual  wealth  and  profit  of 
J^  afoits  and  contractozs  immediately  coocern- 
Sf  iat  the  appropriation  for  one  year,  and  for 
Wk  saeceeding  year,  in  many  cases  exceeded  the 
\m  of  the  original  estimate;  that  many  of  the 
mite  were  bnilt  over  again,  and  that  others  were 
before  they  were  completed.    On  the  31st  of 
mmryj  1837,  the  same  gentleman  made  another 
rt  from  the  Cenumitee  of  Ways  and  Means, 
rrin^  to  the  fanner  as  "explanatory  of  the  un- 
itiiBliTe,  yet  growing  expenditures  of  the  Gk>- 
IftBOient  ufJon  harbors  and  rivers,  and  expressive 
f  ^Bxioos  doubts  of  the  policy  of  following  out  this 
sb  of  the  pttblic  service,  unless  aome  more  oer- 
IIb,  and  efficient,^md  economical  system  for  con- 
beliog  it  could  be  devised.    The  opinion  of  the 
ommittee  had  not  been  changed  by  "the  expe- 
Wt^c  of  another  year,"  and  the  report  adds,  that, 

Rlioat  some  curtailment  by  Congress  of  the  class 
crks  already  projected  as  recipient  of  itsbonn- 
\  mud  wiihonl  a  decisive  limitation  of  its  appro- 
rjf^**—  to  works  that  may  jnstly  be  denominated 
r  Iha  irst  magnitude,  and  of  imperions  necessity 
b^  it  reqoireaao  spirit  of  prophecy  to  predict  that 
OfMrations  of  the  civil  engineer  department  will, 
'  very  few  years,  rival,  in  expenditotes  and  nu- 
ieiri  strength  of  Agents. and  operatives,  the  mili- 
mad  naval  service  of  the  Government,  and 
lute  a  more  aUrmiog  branch  of  publte  jpa- 
than  is  to  be  found  elsewhere  intheOo- 
oacnt.    From  the  pecaliae nature  of  their  ex- 
IMI tares,  eenruption,  favorttism,  and  peculation 
m^  he  reduced  to  system  more  sncceasfnUy  in 
wim  tbani^  almost  any  other  braneh  of  the  civil 
fenaiiftifltratioB.** 

-  f  f  sinch  was  the  opinion  of  the  Committee  of 
WmfB  jud  Means  in  1837,  it  certainly  cannot  be 
ilttA^ed  by  examiaiog  into  the  present  condition 
itikrse  improvements. 

JkH/BT  an  experiment  of  thirteen  years  on  the  103 
Hiiiia  f«r  which  appropiiatioos  have  been  made, 
jlpiMlowing  Is  the  resnit: 

KlKer  eovmeneed 3 

^Mrfoned 1 

i^Miided 4 


State  of  the  Ftnance^-r^Air,  Cambrdeng. 


H.  of  Reps. 


May  perhaps  be  completed  with  existing  ap- 
propriations       •        -        -       -       -       -  14 

Completed 20 

Not  completed       -    -  -  ...  61 

Total  •*.'     *       -  103 

Some  of  the  Works  have  beeh  built  over  twice,' 
and  the  twenty  completed  cost  hut  $409,178  25; 
leaving  all  the  expensive  works  yet  to  be  finished,^ 
and  at  an  expense  which  cannot  even  be  estimated. 

Such  is  the  result  of  this  Federal  system  of  im- 
proving our  harbors,  rivers,  and  creels,  and  build- 
ing piers  for  our  cities,  towns,  and  villages;  and 
such  the  pra-fpect  before  us.  The  time  has  certain- 
ly arrived  when  it  becomes  necessary  to  inquire 
whether  all  these  eifienditures  belong  to  Federal  le- 
gislation; and  to  examine  a  system  which,  if  made 
permanent,  must  entirely  change  the  character  of 
our  Govern  men  t. 

The  utility  of  snch  improvements,  generally,  is 
not  denied,  and  is  not  the  question.  The  true  in- 
quiry is,  under  what  authority  and  at  whose  ex- 
pense they  should  be  constructed.  If  it  is  desirable 
to  make  a  judicious  seiectien  of  public  works;  to 
secure  economy  in  expeoditurej  to  do  justice  to 
those  who  contribute  to  their  conslmction,  and  to 
ensure  their  completion  in  some'  reasonable  time, 
we  should  certainly  confine  our  Federal,  State, 
county  and  municipal  authorities  within  their  ap- 
propriate spheres  of  action.^  We  have  confided  to 
the  Federal  Government  the  high  duty  of  superin- 
tending die  construction  of  our  works  for  national 
defence.  By  interfering  with  State»  county,  city, 
town  and  village  improvements,  it  not  only  negltets 
Its  common  obligation  to  the  Confederacy,  but  mis* 
manages  and  retards  the  prosecution  of  their  works. 
As  we  have  seen,  it  extravagantly  wastes  the  pub- 
lic money,  in  many  instances,  on  works  which 
should  never  have  been  commenced;  on  others,  of 
a  character  strictly  local;  and  in  almost  every  case, 
the  work  would  have  been  constrnct^d  with  more 
economy  and  despatch  under  the  superintendence 
of  our  State  and  local  authorities,  or  under  the  still 
more  vigilant  direction  of  private  enterprise* 

These  appropriations  have  been,  and  must  con- 
tinue to  be,  very  unequal  among  the  States.  The 
Union  has  a  common  interest  in  but  few  of  them. 
It  may  have  in  those  running  through  or  in  the 
neighborhood  of  our  public  lands,  which  add  value 
to  the  common  property.  But  it  is  certainly  unjust 
to  app!y  the  money  collected  in  some  States  to 
mere  l(»cal  improvements  in  a  distant  quarter  of 
the  Union,  simply  because  they  appertain  to  the 
commerce  of  tiM  eonntry.  If  every  improvement 
of  harbors,  rivers,  and  creeks,  and  the  building  of 
piers,  is  to  be  considered  national  in  ita  character 
and  benefits,  as  an  appendage  to  oiotr  commerce,  i 
'w  difiUcuit  to  define  any  limit  whatever  to  the  mis- 
diction  of  the  Federal  Government,  or  to  say  to 
what  {lurpoae  the  common  fund  of  i^e  Union  may 
not  he  applied.  The  dislribntion  made  during  the 
last  thirteen  years  among  the  States,  proves,  in- 
contestably,  the  injustice  of  these  expenditures. 
The  whole  amount  appropriated  and  invested  is 
12,300,000  dollars,  of  which  5,190,000  doUara  has 
been  granted  to  a  district  of  country  not  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty  miles  from  the  Capita.  Without  in- 
quiring into  theimportanoe  of  the  works  patronized 
by  the  Federal  Qovernnieat,  it  is  snfiicient  to  re- 
mark that  most  of  the  SUtes  have  been,  at  the 
same  time,  employing  their  own  money  and  credit 
on  improvements  infinitely  more  useful  and  profita- 
ble, and  befer  calculated  to  extend  the  commerce 
of  the  Union.  Some  of  the  States  have  not  partici- 
pated at  all  in  these  Federal  appropriations,  while 
four  States  only  may  be  charged  with  6,760,000 
dollar^ontof  the  12^00,000  dollars,  and  some  of 
the  must  expensive  works  remaiii  lo  be  completed 
in  these  States.  If  it  is  intended  to  make  this  sys- 
tem permanent,  justice  requires  that  some  more 
just  rule  of  distribution  should  be  adopted. 

This  system,  if  permanent,  must  also  very  soon 
jrove  seriously  detrimental  To  odr  naval  and  mili- 
tary establishments,  and  defeat  the  main  object  of 
our  confedration.  Snch  improvements,  though 
generally  merely  local,  are  supported  *in  both 
Honaci?  by  a  eombhrntion  of  votes,  which  aeeures 
ifaeir  preference  pver  all  other  expen4iture8,  bow- 
avec  importaat  ttie  latter  may  be  to  the  defenee  of 


the  country.  With  an  experience  of  only  thirteen 
years,  we  have  already  a  draft  of  near  two  millions 
annually  upon  the  Treasury  for  such  Improve- 
ments. Shou Id  we  con  tinue  to  increase  them,  appro- 
priations for  national  defence  will  become  of  secon- 
dary Importance,  and  will  be  reduced  to  increase 
the  expenditures  for  our  Congressional  districts. 
Neither  the  condition  of  our  financ^,  nor  the  state 
of  the  world,  warrants  us  in  applying  die  public 
money  to  objects  not  connected  with  ont  common 
defence.  The  countries  in  our  own  neighborhood 
have  been  disturbed;  but,  without  anticipating  any 
change  in  our  pacific  relations  with  foreign  nations, 
we  have  other  motives  for  not  diverting  the  com- 
mon fund,  provided  for  our  national  defence,  into 
new  channels.  Hie  fortifications  we  have  finished 
are  unarmed,  tffid  the  recent  improvements  in 
steam- batteries  render  it  certain  that  a  very  im- 
portant revolution  is  about  to  be  efiTected,  not  only 
in  harbor  and  coast  defence  but  in  the  whole  sys- 
tem of  maritime  war.  Other  nations  have  already 
supplied,  themselves  with  steam-batteries,  and  we 
shall  neglect  one  of  our  highest  duties  if  we  do  not 
employ  olir  first  surplus  'money  on  similar  oh* 
jects.  While  snch  is  our  condition  on  our  mart« 
time  border,' our  vast  Western  frontiers  are  wholly 
unprotected.  The  condition  of  the  States  on  this 
side  of  the  Mississippi  required  the  removal  of  the 
Indians  beyond  -  that  river,  and  the  tribes  will 
soon  be  all  in  the  same  region  of  country.  Ac^ 
cording  to  the  estimates  of  the  Indian  bureau 
at  the  last  session,  the  number  who  had  and 
were  soon  to  bo  removed  from  the  east  to  tlft  MT^st 
of  the  Mbsissippii  including  those  previously  there, 
was  832,498,  of  whom  66,499  were  estimated  to 
be  warriors.  Most  of  these  belong  to  distant 
tribes,  but  it  is  suppOi$ed  that  a  lai^  body  might 
unite  and  make  war  on  our  frontier  settlements. 
We  aiv  certainly  bound  by  the  highest  obliga- 
U'ons  m  protect  the  States  on  onr  borders  from  an 
enemy  whom  we  have  been  compelled  to  place  in 
their  neighborhood  as  the  settlement  of  the  country 
advanced.  We  ought  surely  to  discharge  this 
duty,  before  we  appropriateT  our  Federal  means  to 
improving  harbors,  rivers,  and  creeks,  and  build- 
ing piers. 

Should  these  Federal  expenditures  be  perman- 
ently continued,  they  must  corrupt  the  Legislative 
branch,  and  entirely  change  the  practical  opera-* 
tion  of  our  Government  from  its  original  and  con- 
stitutional design.  Millions  will  be  annually  voted 
to  be  disbursed  by  our  public  officers,  enlarging 
the  patronage  of  the  Federal  Executive,  and  ex* 
fendmg  its  influence  to  every  congresaioBal  district 
throDghout  the  Union.  The  Federal  system  of 
roads  and  canals  proposed  and  rejected  some  years 
ago,  however  unconstitutional,  would  not  have 
been  more  fatal  to  State  independence,  nor  mon 
consolidating  in  its  tendency,  than  thoire  nnmeroai 
appropriations  for  local  objects.  Instead  of  having 
seventy-five  works  in  operation  at  the  same  limci 
^as  we  have  already,  we  phonld  have  our  thousands, 
and  those  employed  in  their  construction  would 
outnumber  all  engaged  in  the  civil,  military,  and 
naval  service.  Instead  of  a  confederacy  for  the 
common  defence  of  a  union  of  States,  we  should 
have  a  concentrated  and  consolidated  Government, 
almost  exclusively  superintending  our  internal  con- 
cerns, and  interfering  with  the  (tuties  and  jurisdic- 
tion of  our  State  and  local  authorities.  This  re- 
volution, which  has  Already  commenced,  can  only 
be  averted  by  confining  Federal  legislation  to  the 
few  but  high  duties  assigned  to  Coi^gress  by  the 
Constitution. 

Without,  however,  anticipating  what  may  be 
permanent  policy  of  this  Government,  the  commit- 
tee adhere  to  the  opinion  expressed  in  its  two  re- 
ports in  1836  and  1837,  that  the  subject  demands 
thorough  investigation;  and  that  if  it  is  designed 
to  persevere  in  it,  some  **  more  certain,  efficient, 
and  economical  system  should  be  devised;**  and  if 
the  public  money  must  be  appropriated  to  these 
objects,  justice  to  the  States  requires  a  more  eqtial 
rule  of  distribution.  For  the  present,  ihe  commit- 
tee are  of  opinion  that  the  existing  appropriations 
are  sufficent,  taking  into  view  the  condition  ef  the 
Treasury.  Appropriations  amounting  to  f^l,535,000 
were  made,  as  late  as  the  7th  July  last;  and  one- 
half  of  every  it«m  in  that  act  exceeding  #12,000 
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was  directed  to  be  expended  in  1839.  Of  the^  ex- 
isting appropriatioiM,  there  remained  ondrawn 
from  tlie  Treasury  on  the  1st  January,  |977,748  93, 
besides  the  balances,  in  the  hands  of  disbnrsihg 
officers.  As  the  rerenae  of  1839  will  not  warraot 
any  additional  appropriations,  the  committee  deem 
it  ioexpedient  to  add  $1,713,000  to  more  than  a  mil- 
lion unexpended  at  the  beginning  of  the  year. 

In  reviewing  our  various  expenditures,  the  ex- 
traordinary increase  in  some  branches,  and  the 
introduction  of  new  objects  of  appropriation,  the 
committee  are  of  opinion  that  the  augmentation  of 
tiie  elpenses  of  the  Federal  Government  is  chiefly 
to  be  ascribed  to  the  policy  of  raising  more  reve- 
nue than  was  required  to  meet  the  wants  of  Gk>- 
vernment,  and  of  interfering  with  State  and  muni- 
cipal duties;  and  to  the  increased  .number  of  reso- 
lutions and  bills  originating  in  both  Houses,  and 
annually  calling  for  new  and  heavy  expenditures. 
If  all  the  tinsuccessfhl  propositions  for  appropria- 
tions made  in  Congress  during  the  last  session  had 
been  adopted,  ten  or  fifteen  millions  more  would 
have  been  charged  upon  the  Treasury.  The  prac- 
tice, too,  of  passing  almost  all  our  important  bills 
on  the  last  days,  and  of  having  them  approved  on 
the  last  day  of  the  session,  adds  very  much  to  the 
annual  amount  of  our  appropriations.  Among 
other  bills  one  of  those  approved  on  the  llast  day  of 
last  session  was  hurried  through  the  House  without 
any  knowledge  of  its  operation.  This  bill  makes 
a  new  charge  upon  the  revenue  of  the  present  year 
ef  11,372,000.  No  reform  can  be  anticipated  in 
this  onward  course  of  extravagance,  while  almost 
every  new  measure  of  importance  is  forced  through 
both  Houses,  without  debate  or  examination,  on 
tha  last  days  (or  rather  nights)  of  the  session. 

Should  the  House  determine  on  authorizing  new 
appropriations  for  fortifications,  harbors,  Ac.  and 
en  charging  upon  the  revenue  of  1839  |9,9dft,000, 
in  addition  to  an  unexpended  balance  undrawn  at 
the  commencement  of  the  year  of  |1, 682,000,  be- 
aides  the  amount  in  the  hands  of  the  disbursing  of- 
ficers, it  will  be  necessary  to  instruct  the  committee 
as  to  the  mode  of  raising  the  revenue  required  to 
meet  these  expenditures.  There  is  no  probability 
that  the  receipts  from  all  sources  in  1839  will  be 
more  than  sufficient  to  meet  unavoidable  expenses, 
without  the  addition  of  any  extraordinary  appro- 
priation whatever.  The  last  year's  revenue  from 
customs  and  lands,  exclusive  of  the  fK>stponed 
bonds,  which  fonQcd  part  of  the  receipts  of  1837, 
did  not  exceed  fourteen  millions  and  a  half.  Al- 
though we  may  anticipate  a  considerable  increase 
in  the  present  year,  it  would  be  very  unsafe  to  cal- 
culate on  a  larger  revenue  than  twenty-three  mil- 
lions from  both  sources.  On  that  basis  the  follow- 
ing estimate  is  founded.  The  appropriations  slated 
in  the  estimate  are  nearly  a  million  less  than  those 
submitted  by  the  Departments,  and  others  estimated 
for  have  not  been  reported  at  all.  Those  stated 
below  embrace  only  indispensable  appropriations. 

STATVOF  THI   TREASDRV   FOR   1839. 

Resowrces  rf  1839. 
The  ascertained  balance  iu  the  Treasury  on  the  1st 
of  January,  exclusive  of  $500,000  for  the  liss  of 
the  mint,  is  -  -  -  -  |3,200,000 

Receipts  from  customs     -  |18,000,000 
lands         -      5,000,000 

23,000,000 

Balai^  due  from  late  de- 
poeite  banks,  being  less 
than  as  slated  by  the 
Treasurer,  owing  to  an- 
ticipated payments  -  2,300,000 
From  miscellaneous  sources      .400,000 


2,700,000 
♦28,900,000 

CRAItaKS  UPON  THE  TRVASUBT. 

Appropriations  authorized  by  former  acts,  which 
will  be  required  for  the  pubUc  service,  but  were 
not  drawn  out  prior  to  the  Ist  January  last,  ac- 
cording to  the  Treasury  account  -    |15,289,000 
Appropriations  already,  reported,  viz: 
Indian  annuities,  Ac.   |866,960 
Army  -  -  5,348,220 

Pensions      -  -  2,499,019 


Northern  frontier     -     500,000 
J^avy  -  ..  5,130,781 

Civil  and  diplomatic, 

deducting  the  nomi- 
nal appropriation  of 

15,100,000  for  the 

Post  Office  service-  2,884,354 
Partial  appropriations 

for    Congressional 

expenditures,     be- 
•    sides  those  included 

in  the  preceding  bill     549,344 
Cumbeiiand  road     -     300,000 


18,078,678 


Appropriations  under  permanent  laws 
for  pensions,  arming  and  equip- 
ping the  militia,  Ac.  including  |750,- 
000  for  the  gradual  improvement  of 
the  navy,  transferred  at  the  last  ses- 
sion ....     2,144,000 

Appropriations^  cariied  to  the  surplus 
fund,  which  must  be  again  appropri- 
ated ....       295,000 

For  the  Military  Academy  (to  be  re- 
ported)       ....       153,055 

For  preventing  and  suppressing  Indian 
hostilities  in  Florida,  (to  be  reported)    1,804,774 

37,764,507 
Of  the  foregoing  appropriations,  there 
will  probably  be  undrawn  at  the 
close  of  the  year,  (bdng  the  short 
session,  the  estimate  is  less  than  at 
the  close  of  the  last  year)    -  -13,000,000 


Certificates  for  return  duties  on  mer- 
chandise destroyed  by  fire  at  New 
York,  receivable  in  payment  for  du- 
ties, as  estimated  by  the  commission- 


24,764,507 


Treasury  notes  to  be  redeemed 

Deduct  the  resources  • 
Deficit  -  - 


400,000 

-  7,712,350 

32,676,857 

-  28,900,000 

-  13.976,857 


To  meet  this  deficiency,  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  is  authorized  to  sell  the  remaining  bond 
of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  amonnting,  with 
interest,  to  j^,380,000,  and  there  remains  (^4^7,- 
650  of  the  Treasury  notes  authorised  to  be  issued 
by  the'act  of  1838,  which  have  not  yet  been  issued. 
Should  the  former  be  sold,  and  the  limitation  of 
the  Treasury  note  act  of  1837  be  extended  to  SOth 
June,  and  no  appiopriationa  be  authorized  during 
the  present  session  hot  rhose  embraced  in  the  fore- 
going statement,  there  would  be  an  estimated  ba- 
lance in  the  Treasury  on  the  1st  January  next  of 
about  0690,000.  Even  this  balance  will  be  re- 
duced by  some  addiiions  which  will  l>e  necessarily 
made  during  the  session  to  the  appropriations  enu- 
merated in  the  foregoing  statement.  Should  Con- 
gress authorize  the  usual  amount  of  new  appropri- 
ations, and  the  three  millions  proposed  for  fortifi- 
cations, harbore^  Ac.  it  would  be  necessary  to  pro- 
vide five  or  six  millions  for  the  Treasury,  in  sddi- 
tion  to  all  the  lesonrcea  and  receipts  existing  or 
contemplated. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted  by  the  Com- 
mittee of  Wa}rs  and  Means  for  the  consideration 
of  the  House. 


SPEECH   OF   MR.   YMLL, 
Of  Arkansas, 

/n  Uu  Houu  t4  Repre9entali»€$^  FOrnuoTf  20  and  26, 
1839-«>On  the  motion  submitted  by  Mr.  Rosxar- 
soNof  Virginia,  to  recommit  the  resolntions  of 
Mr.  Wm.  Cost  Jobnson  of  Maryland,  from  the 
Select  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands,  with 
instructions  to  report  the  following  joint  resolu- 
tions: 

fieioleed  h$  th»  Senate  gnd  fkfim  nf  R^rreiento- 
fieis  in  CongreM  otiemMcd,  That,  hereafter,  the  Se- 
cretary of  the  Treaaury  shall  eanae  separate  ai^ 
counts  to  be  kept  of  all  moneys  paid  into  tha  T^ea- 


sory  an  account  of  aales  of  the  pablie  laa^  lo  be 
disposed  of  in  the  jnanner  hersia  providfd,  salen 
otherwise  by  law  specially  directed,  rii :  He  M 
on  tbe  firet  day  of  Jnly  succeeding  the  next  eeanL 
and  thereafter  semi-annually,  on  tbe  firsi  da;  «f 
January  and  July  in  every  year,  diride  til  the 
said  moneys  then  in  the  Treasury  among  ibe  sef^ 
ral  States  of  the  Union,  in  the  ratio  of  (beii  Fede- 
ral numbers. 

JV^vftM,  neeerthefesi,  That  nothing  hereiacoa- 
taired  shall  be  construed  to  prohibit  the  appro- 
priation of  the  proceeds  of  the  pablie  laBib,<B 
such  portion  thereof  as  may  be  leqoi^ite  to  md 
the  necessary  expenditures  of  theCtoyenunealibr 
any  year  in  whidi  the  receipts  froai  casionu  ao! 
other  sources  of  revenue  shall  be  estinated  to  /all 

below millions  of  dollars,  and  when  iitbifl 

be  deemed  proper  on  that  accoont  to  apply  tbe  sud 
proceeds,  by  special  appropriatioa,  to  supply  ite 
deficiency  and  meet  those  expenditures. 

FrmMiti^  mUo,  That,  in  the  event  of  a  war  b^ 
tween  the  Unit«l  States  and  any  foreign  pover,  tha 
nid  semi-annual  division  shall  ceaae,  aadbes* 
pended  during  the  continuance  of  socb  war. 

Provided^  mereeper.  That  nothing  he lein  eoaiiia* 
ed  shall  be  construed  to  impair  the  rigbt  aadoMi* 
gation  o(  Congress,  whenever  it  shall  satiafaetonly 
appear  that  benefits  from  the -use  ef  .the  paiiiii 
lands,  or  the  proceeds  thereof,  have  .beea  bmto> 
fore,  or  shall  be  hereaAer,  conferred  on  paiticatat 
States,  to  extend  as  far  as  practicable  to  eaohaaA 
all  the  States,  in  their  doe  and  jost  proportioDs,  tl9 
may  require  or  be.willing  lo  accept  them,  siiaihr 
benefits,  upon  the  same  or  equivalent  tenna. 

Mr.  Down  moved  to  amend  the  ameadinaittf 
Mr.  RonnnTsoN,  by  inserting  before  tbe  M 
proviso — 

First  paying  to  the  States  in  which  sudiha^ 
are  situate,  twelve  and  a  half  per  cent,  of  the  pi» 
oeeds  of  public  lands  sold  within  sock  StatBi» 
spectively. 

Mr.  Pauoul,  of  New  York,  having  oonMI 
his  remarks  on  the  subject  of  the  public  landiiHfr 
YsLL  rose  and  addresq^  the  House- 
It  is  not  my  intention,  Ms,  Speaker,  » 
YcLL,  to  consume  much  of  the  time  of  the 
at  this  late  day  of  the  session.    Time  is  aav 
cious  to  us  all;  and  as  but  a  few  days  will 
elapsed  before  this  Congress  will  have  pm 
way  of  all  that  have  preceded  ii,  and  lireos^] 
the  books  of  hismry  and  the  reoollectiooieff 
countrymen,  I  am  admonished  of  the  acceai^ 
-brevity  of  speech  and  promptitude  of  actios.  ' 
the  patience  of  this  House  is  already  eibr 
and  1  know  how  onwillinff  all  arfe  to  listeate 
rated  speeches;  but  the  imporunce  of  the' 
now  before  me,  and  the  deep  interest 
constituents  have  in  its  issne^areeon 
which  will,  I  hope,  plead  ample 'apologies  f«i 
now  rising  to  take  part  in  its  discossioo. 

In  oon»idering  this  sul^'ect,  Bfr.  Spesker,! 
py  a  middle  or  a  central  position.    Ido  act 
agree-with  either  of  the  honorable  geatleM 
have  preceded  me.    I  am  not  prepared  ~ 
assent  to  the  grounds  assumed  by  the 
from  Missouri,  [Mr.  HinaisoN,]  who 
the  assenion  that  the  public  lands ' 
States  in  which  they  lie.    In  maiataiaiog 
sition  my  honorable  friend  is  not  singalar  sT 
He  is  sustained  by  such  men  as  ""       ' 
Taylor,  of  Virginia,  and  Governor 
Louisiana,  and  many  others;  and  I  b 
the  justice  to  say  that,  in  carrying  oat 
lions,  he  has  adduced  and  arrayed  aign 
facts  difficult  to  be  refuted;  so  well  were 
tained,  indeed,  that  it  took  my  ' 
York,  [Mr.  PAiuwa,]  with  all  bis 
and  ingenuity,  two  days  to  demonstrate, 
own  satisfaotion,  that  tbey  were  not  lea 
kansas,  Mr.  Speaker,  entered  the  Uaioa 
resolutions  common  to  all  thanewStates^ 
the  new  States  shall  never  interftte  «fl 
mary  disposal  ot  the  soil  by  the  UniteA 
Congress  assembled,  nor  with  any  legv*^ 
gress  may  find  necessary  for  securing 
said  soil  to  the.  6ona  jide  purdiasers;"  lid 
would  not  tax  the  public  land  lying  «i^' 
diction  of  the  State.    That  eompaet  we 
into,  hud  as  it  was,  without  a  Bamtr,  m 
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are  wiUiiig  and  boond  to  preserve  it:i  stipnlaiioiis 
togoodfaitb.  Siicb,  sir,  is  oar  desifo;  and  we 
poness  too  Divch  Stale  pnde  to  be  found  straggling 
toaiido  or  /iolaie  the  stipalations  of  a  mataal 
eompaiBt.  Is  oor  eiampie  imitated  and  followed 
Iff  the.  older  States  of  the  Confederacy?  I  think 
HOC  On  the  other  hand,  Mr.  Speaker,  I  find*  the 
old  Srates  propelled  and  urged  onward  bf  oeeric^ 
diBTQgarding  all  our  former  practices  and  comf  acts; 
Bod,  in  open  violation  of  the  pubiie  ftiith,  boldly 
asmming  the  gronad  that  th^  pablic  domain  shenld 
k  snbjeeted  to  the  docirioe  of  (lulri^tfHoll,  and  that 
It  ihonld  be  divided  as  a  common  spoil;  thas  io 
dTect,  and  in  fact,  subverting  every  principle  of 
cqeity,  joatice,  and  good  faith. 

In  support  0^  the  position  I  shall  assume  against 
thtreaolntion,  one  of  the  arguments  t  shall  mamly 
vriy  upon.  IS  one  that  is  advanced  and  admitted  by 
ihe  gentleman  from  Ylrginia,  [Mr.  Robbrtbon,]  in 
Us  attempt  to  sustain  ihe  reverse  of  my  proposi- 
lioa,  that  Congress  has  no  power  to  raise  money 
for  dtatribation.  That  gentlemiin  expressly  and 
ii;^m)7  repudiates  all  such  doctrines;  bat,  in  the 
same  breath,  ingenidusly  attempts  to.drawadis- 
tiaetion  between  moneys  derived  from  the  sale  of  the 
public  lands,  aud  those  which  are  collected  and  re- 
ttived  from  the  ordinary  sources  of  revenue  col- 
iBded  from  imports. 

.  "Die  resolution  of  the  gentleman  from  Virgi- 
aia,  Mr.  Speaker,  revives  the  odious  principles 
eantainrd  in  the  bill  commonly  called  Mr. 
Cl|y*s  land  bill,  of  1832,  without  even  re- 
luing  .the  advantages  or  benefits  proposed 
Igr  U,  of  giving  to  the  new  States  the  twelve 
yet  cent,  on  the  amount  of  sales,  but  opens  the 
iioad  principle,  and  the  right  of  distributing  the 
fioceeds  among  the  old  States.  The  position  thus 
ammed  by  the  resolution  of  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia  I  controvert,  because  I  do  not  only  deem 
it  inexpedient,  but  unconstitutional.  The  funda- 
mental principles  of  the  party  to  which  I  belong 
MRinfteand  assert  that  it  is  the  policy  and  the  du- 
W9i  the  Government  to  raise  no  more  money  from 
me  people,  by  any  known  mode  of  taiation,  than 
hwecessMiy  to  its  support  on  the  most  economical 
H^m  and  in  no  tvent  to  raise  money  to  be  distri* 
■tod  among  the  States  or  the  people..  The  admis- 
mn  oC  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  that  we  have 
>  poxver  "10  raise  a  revenue  for  diatrOnUion,^^ 
er  **directly  or  indirectly,"  is  unqualifiedly  cor- 
,  and  as  it  is  admitted,  I  shall  attempt  to  show 
:  tlie  object  and  effect  of  the  measure  preposed 
Vnld  Tiolate  that  principle,  and  divert  the  pro- 
of the  sales  of  the  public  lands  from  the  ez- 
^  objects  and  intentions  of  the  several  deeds 
ion,  made  by  the  States  of  Virginia^  North 
RDlina,  Geoigia,  and  New  York,  to  the  General 
iprernment,  whicl^  expressly  declare,  among  other 
^»gBj  **  that  all  the  lands  within  the  territory  as 
~  to  the  United  States,  and  not  reserved  or  ap- 
Mpfiated  to  any  of  the^before mentioned  purposes, 
:ai5pc9ed  of  in  bounties  to  the  officers  and  sol* 
of  the  Am^can  army,  shall  foe  considered  as 
mon.  fund  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  such  of 
United  States  as  have  become  or  shall  become 
of  the  Confederation  or  Federal  alliance 
aaid  States,  Virginia  inclusive,  according  to 
iBsaal  respective  proportions  in  the  general 
nd  expenditure,  and  shall  be  faiihfolly.and 
Jfde  di^rased  of  for  that  purpose,  and  for  no 
„  '  ume  or  purpose  whatsoever." 
9Eb  arrive  at  the  true  meaning  of  the  deeds  of 
B|{kmi,  we  must  look  to  the  dates  of  those  iostru- 
B^  auicl  the  objects  to  be  eflfected  by  them;  and 
Kaacamrning  these  all  important  points,  we  find 
jftlbe  deeds  of  ceasioa  made  in  the  year  1783,  by 
buiay  after  the  close  of  the  Revolutionary  wai:, 
lEtfbrliig  the  existence  of  the  Government,  under 
I  mrttcJes  of  Confederation,  when  the  Srates  were 
paressr^  ^^  independent,  in  the  exercise  of  all 
|.,i!^g|fets  of  sovereignty,  and  could  make  a  treaty 
MfUion  with  the  other  sovereign  States  or  with 
^^HS|gres^,  which  then  exercised  limited  power 
Ipf  liie  then  form  of  Government,  which  at  once 
ibft  w^tiole  argument  of  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
Hty  in  favor  of  distribution,  at  defiance,  and 
mSftt  nugatory. 

25er  «loae  ofibe  wkr,  we'  find  thaC-Virttnia,  aa 
1  as  tlae  other  States,  largely,  indebted  to  her 


soldiery  and  citizens  for  services,  provisions,  and 
munitions  of  war,  advanced  to  carry  on  the  strug- 
gle for  independence,  and  all  disposseesed  of  the 
ability  to  liquidate  their  just  debts.  Hence,  it  was 
a  matter  of  policy  in  that  State  to  change  that  lia- 
bility to  some  other  t|uarter,  And  they  made  a  deed 
of  Cession  to  relieve  themselves  from  the  liability 
thus  referred  to.  The  State  of  Virginia  had  a 
claim  to  the  wild  lands  acqtiired  by  her  charters, 
under  her  Colonial  Government,  to  what  was 
termed  the  Sorihwestern  *l*errilory,  which  now  in- 
clfide  the  States  of  Ohio,  Indiana,  Illinois,  Michi- 
gan, and  the  Territories  of  Wisconsin  and  Iowa. 
The  nature  of  that  claim,  situated  as  it  was, 
and  being  in  possession  of  bands  and  hordes  . 
of  hostile  Indians,  it  is.  not  my  purpose  to 
»  examine;  but, If  I  should  do  so,  I  do  very  much 
doubt  if  I  should  not  be  able  to  show,  that  in 
transferring  it  to  the  Federal  Government,  Virginia 
displayed  qc^ite  as  much  policy  and  interest  and  sa- 
gacity as  magnanimity,  of  a  benevolent  devotion  to 
the  happiness  of  a  young  Republic  just  merging  iti- 
t3  existence^  and  besides,  if  an  argument  were  now 
opened  on  the  subject,  and  its  discussion  were  now 
in  ordjr,  it  is  not  at  all  improbable  that  it  might  be 
proved  that  Virginia  never  had  a  legitimate  claim, 
by  conquest)  purchase,  or  by  any  other  of  the  rights 
of  posse.*sion,  to  a  single  acrft  of  the  domain  she  so 
generously  and  nobly  ceded  to  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment. 

But,  all  this  aside,  Virginia,  through  her  legisla- 
tive bodies,  made  a  cession  of  her  northwestern  ter- 
ritorial clftim  to  the  General  Government,  and  that 
Government  agreed  to  satisfy  and  liquidate  all  her 
military  bounties,  with  an  understanding  that  the 
surplus,  if  any,  should  be  applied  as  a  common 
fund  for  the  benefit  of  all  the  States,  (Virginia  in- 
cluded,) according  to  the  stipulation  in  the  deed  of 
cession  before  nlluded  to,  and  for  no  other  pnrpoee. 
The  obvious  intention  of  this  stipulation  was,  that 
the  sorplus  should  then  be  applied  in  liquidating  the 
expenses  of  those  States  which  were  sovereigiT,  and 
as  spch  had  participated  in  the  expenses  and  sofferw 
ings  and  glories  of  the  war  forindependeneCk  At 
that  period  the  several  States  Wertt  sdpported  by  •  a 
direct  tax  upon  their  citizens,  and  it  was  to  af- 
ford them  remuneration  for  their  losses  that  this 
arrangement  was.  eflfected.  The  compact  thns 
made  mutually  between  the  State  of  Viripinia  and 
the  Federal  Government,  led  to  the  creation  of  the 
fund  of  which  I  have  just  spoken,  and  it  thus  vir*- 
tually  became  a  State  fund  for  the  sui^port  of 
the  uovernment,  and  precisely  as  much  so  as  it 
has,  since  the  adoption  of  die  Federal  Constitu- 
tion, become  a  common  fund  for  the  General 
Gk>vernment,  the  mode  of  taxation  having  been 
changed  by  the  formation  of  the  Constitution,  and 
consequently  it  has  ever  been  considered  a  portion  of 
the  aBVBNOB  to  be  expended  for  the  benefit  of  all  the 
States  and  the  nation;  and,  until  this  project  of  dis- 
tribution was  started  in  1833,  no  man,  I  believe, 
ever  supposed  er  contended  that  this  fund  was 
to  be  diverted  from  the  usual  application.  It  must 
be  borne  in  mind,*  that  the  funds  derived  from  sales 
of  the  public  laads  were  to  be  applied  to  extinguish 
the  national  debt,  which  at  that  time  (1783,  at  the 
close  of  the  war)  ingu  not  less  than  f80,000,000; 
and,  by  reference  to  the  return  from  the  Commis- 
sioner of  the  General  Land.  Office,  it  will  be  seen 
that  the  whole  amount^  of  sales  does  not  exceed 
#106,000,000,  exclusive  of  some  |d8,000,000  ex- 
pense accrued  in  bringing  this  land  into  market;  so 
that  the  net  proceeds  of  sales  has  about  extinguish- 
ed, withmU  interest,  the  national  debt;  leaving  the 
cost  of  extinguishing  Indian  titles  to  the  public  do- 
main, and  the  purchase  of  Louisiana  and  Florida, 
unprovided  for,'  amounting,  in  all,  to  about 
|^3,0t)0,000,  as  will  be  seen  from  the  table  table: 

StaUment  of  the  9ott  in  the  aeqviuUum  and  numagt' 
ment  of  theptibUctondtf  mid  of  the  reetipU  arismg 
from  the  uUe  ihertrf",  to  ihe  30f&  September^  )83& 

The  whole  expenditure  under  the  head  of  Indian 
department,  from  the  commencement  of  the  Go- 
vernment to  th^  30th  of  September,  1838,  as  far 
as  can  be  ascertained  from  the  records  of  this  of- 
fice, amounts  to  -  |33,047,598  50 

By  the  convention  of  France  of  the 
3d  April,  1603,  the  United  States 


paid  for  Louisiana,  in  stock  and 

money    *  '         #15,000,000  00 
Interest  on  the  stocky 

up  to  the  tim^  it 

became  redeema* 

ble  -  8,539,353  43 

^  -  < 

By  the  treaty  with  Spain  of  the 

S3d  February,   1819,  there  was 

paid  for  the  Floridas,  the  sum 

of  -  #5,000,000  00 

Interest  on  the  stock 

constituted  peract 

of  the  34th  May, 

1834,  to  provide 

for  the  awards  of 

the  commissioners 

under     the     said 

tre&ty,  up  to  the 

time  it  was  paid  off    1,489,768  66 


33,539,353  43 


6,489,768  66 


The  payments  to  the  State  of  Geor- 
gia on  account  of  lands  relin- 
quished to  the  United  States,  in- 
cluding the  value  of  arms  furnish- 
ed that  State,  amounted  to         -    1,350,000  00 

Amount  of  Mississippi  stock  issued 
under  the  act  of  the  3d  March, 
1815,  and  redeemed  at  the  Trea- 
sury, exclusive  of  the  amount  re- 
ceived   in    payment    for   lands    1,833,375  70 

There  has  been  paid  for  salaries 
and  condngent  expenses  of  the 
General  Land  Office      -  -    1,136,609  33 

For  salaries  and  incidental  expenses 
of  the  several  land  ofltos,  out  of 
the  proceeds  of  sales,  while  in  the 
hands  of  receivers,  #3,337,939  13 

For  the  salaries  of  re  - 
gisters  and  receiv- 
ers, by  warrants  on 
the  Treasurer  of 
the   United  States    -    93,903  39 

3,330,843  53 

For  the  salaries  of  surveyors  gene- 
ral and  their  clerks,  and  of  the  .   ' 
commissioners  for  settling  land 
claims,  dkc.        -           -           -    1,033,666  80 

And  for  the  survey  of  public  lands    3,106,831  94 

Cost,  including  foreign  Cesvions  and 
expense  of  Indians         -  -  73,736,047  38 

The  cost  in  the  acquKtion  and  ma- 
nagement of  the  public  lands,  ex- 
clusive of  the  sums  paid  for  ees- 
sions  fron^  foreign  dovemments, 
and  expenses  of  Indian  wars,  for 
which  specific  appropriations 
were  made,  amounts  to  #38,484,056  65 

Receipts  into  the  Treasury  ftom  the 
sales  of  the  public  lands  to  31st 


September,  1838 


#97,900,000  00 


The  national  debt,  it  is  true,  has  been  paid;  but 
it  was  liquidated  by  appropriating  to  its  extin- 
guishment a  portion  of  the  money  arising  from 
customs.  There  was,  however,  another  debt,  cre- 
a^  by  extinguishing  Indian  titles,  to  the  amount 
of  60,000,000,  which  is  also  to  be  paid  before  you 
can  apply  the  funds  from  the  public  lands  for  any 
other  purpose,  even  if  there  were  not  a  constitu- 
tional objection.  It  is  admitted  that  we  cannot 
raise  money  for  distribution  by  direct  taxation,  or 
by  revenue  from  imports.  This  I  admit  and  as* 
sume;  then  we  have  taken  money  out  of  the  public 
Treasury  to  extinguish  the  Indian  titles  to  all  the 
lands  we  claim  under  the  deeds  of  cession  and 
treaty;  and  until  that  money  is  refunded,  by  theap- 
plieation  of  the  sales  of  the  public  domain,  it  is  a 
part  of  the  national  revenue,  and  cannot  be  distri- 

BUTKI>! 

This  fact,  this  position,  I  presume,  cannot  be  de- 
nied, and  will  not  be  controverted;  and  with  these 
undisputed  evidences  before  me,  1  feel  myself  au- 
thorized in  saying  that  the  question  of  distribution  . 
is  settled  and  cannot  be  sustained  by  arguinent  or 
sophistry;  for  yon  cannot  do  indirectly  what  you 
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cannot  do  direetijr;  and  that  the  .poeitieoB  here  as* 
anmed  were  so  understood,  I  shall  cite  to  the  House 
an  ordinance  as  early  as  May,  1785,  providing  for 
sales  of  land  in  the  Western  Territory,  and  direct- 
ing the  proceeds  to  be  paid  into  the  Treasury  uf  the 
"United  States,  Ac. 

As  early  as  the  4th  of  Aagost,  1790,  Congress 
enacted  as  follows: 

"That  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  which  shall  be 
made  of  lands  in  the  Western  Territory,  new  be- 
longing)  or  that  may  hereafter  belong,  to  the  United 
States,  shall  be,  and  are  hereby,  appropriated  to- 
wards sinking  or  discharging  the  debts,  for  the  pay- 
ment whereof  the  United  States  are  now,  or  by  ^r- 
tue  of  this  act  may  be,  bolden;  and  shall  be  applied 
solely  to  that  use  until  the  debt  shall  be  fully  satis- 
fied/' and  that  this  was  the  settled  policy  of  the 
Government  nooe  will  deny,  antil  the  celebrated 
project  of  Mr.  Clay,  in  1833. 

You  cannot,  Mr  Speaker,  raise  money  for  cKttri- 
Mion;  nor  can  you  take  money  out  of  the  Treasu- 
ry to  pay  for  lands,  and  sell  them,  and  distribute 
the  avails  of  their  sale  to  the  States,  or  make  any 
other  disposition  of  them,  no  more  than  you  can 
touch  toe  money  in  the  Treasn'ry  without  special 
appropriation  made  by  authority  of  law.  In  this 
place,  and  at  this  point,  it  becomes  me  to  notice 
another  position  assumed,  but  not  successfully 
maintained  by  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  [Mr. 
Robertson,]  whose  ingenuity  in  arguing  and  advo- 
cating abstractions,  has  long  since  won  for  him  an 
honorable  distinction.  Sir,  that  honorable  gentle- 
man says  that  there  is  no  difference  between  the 
lands  acquired  by  cession  and  those  acquired  "by 
purchase.  In  the  main,  that  assumption  may  be 
trac}  there  is,  however,  a  distinction  which  will 
serve  to  demonstrate  the  more  clearly  the  ground 
that  I  maintain;  that  is  to  say,  I  contend  that  the 
lauds  acquired  by  treaty  with  France  and  Spain, 
are  without  the  limitations  and  restrictions  which, 
in  other  cases,  might  require  that  the  proceeds  of 
sales  shall  be  disposed  of  for  the  ''common  benefit 
of  all,  and  for  no  other  purposes."  We  are  left 
free  to  dispose  of  them  as  justice  and  a  strict  adhe- 
rence te  the  principles  of  Uie  Constitution  may  au- 
thorize; but  Congress  has  acquired  no  more  power 
to  distribute  the  proceeds  of  the  sates  of  those  lands 
than  it  has  over  the  ceded  lands;  for  the  assump- 
tion of  any  such  power  would  amount  to  an  open 
and  direct  violation  of -the  admitted  proposition, 
than  money  cannot  be  raised  for  distribution.  Sir, 
Ine.ednot  say  that  ^,000,000,  including  inte- 
rest, were  taken  out  of  the  Treasury  to  carry 
into  execution  the  Louisiana  treaty  of  1803,  and 
the  Florida  treaty  of  1818;  besides  this,  we  have 
paid  net  less  than  (60,000,000  for  the  extinguish- 
ment of  Indian  titles;  the  sum  total  amounting  to 
nearly  130,000,000,  independently  of  the  national 
debt;  being,  in  fact,  and  in  the  eyes  of  the  law,  so 
much  money  in  the  public  Treasury,  which  ci^anot 
be  vested  in  lands,  stocks,  or  any  thing  else  to 
diange  ite  character,  so  as  to  enable  it  to  avoid  the 
constitutional  objection. 

To  tell  me  that  yon  can  take  the  pul^lie  money 
to  purchase  a  territory,  extinguish  Indian  titles, 
and  then  divide  the  proceeds  of  the  lands  thus  ac- 
quired, when  it  is  admitted  that  the  money  in  the 
first  instance  could  not  be  so  applied,  is  to  ask  me 
to  swallow  and  adopt  abstractions  and  plunge  at 
once  in  the  latitndinarian  cqnstiliction  of  the  Coo- 
stitution;  in  a  word,  it  is  to  ask  me  to  adopt  opin- 
ions and  dogmas  variant  and  at  war  with  my  own 
sentiments,  and  in  violation  of  all  the  principles 
and  political  creeds  of  the  party  with  which  I  have 
the  honor  to  associate.  Sir,  you  had  as  well  tell 
me  that  you  can  take  the  public  money  fbr  the 
purchase  of  «  Atp,  and  despatch  her  to  Europe,  at 
the  public  expense,  and  there,  out  of  the  funds  of 
the  nation,  purchase  Mood  hones  and  jaeko  and 
bring  them  home,  sell  them  at  public  auction, 
and  divide  the  proceeds  of  the  adventure  among 
the  States.  If,  sir,  you  can  do  this,  can  you  not 
establish  a  Treasury  note  bank,  or  a  bank  with 
150,000,000  capital,  and  divide  it  among  the  States, 
and  distribute  its  dividends?  Is  there,  -sir,  any  , 
distinction  between  taking  the  money  out  of 
the  Treasury  and  pdrchasing  lands'  and  dividing 
their -proceeds,  and  taking  the  same  unovntfor 


the.  purchase  of  stocks  and  banks,  and  dividing 
their  proceeds?  If  there  if,  I  acknowledge  very 
frankly  my  utter  inability  to  appreciate  or  under- 
stand a  particle  of  difference  between  the  two  pro- 
positions. And,  sir,  I  am  at  a  loss  to  understand 
how  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  who  ii  a  strict 
constructionist,  and  a  lawyer  of  distinguished  pre- 
eminence, can  pos?<ibly  bring  his  mind  to  the  con- 
clusion he  has  adopted.  I  am  perfectly  assured  he 
is  candid  in  taking  the  ground  he  has  assumed, 
and  I  can  only  account  for  the  singularity  of  his 
dogmas  by  supposing  that  he  is  exceedingly  anx- 
ious to  get  a  little  money  out  of  the  public  crib  for 
the  "good  Old  Dominion,'' 

Mr.  Speaker,  we  are  often  told  that  much  more 
has  been  done  for  the  new  Slater  than  for  the 
old.  Sir,  I  deny  and  controvert  the  fact,  and 
bokUy  declare  that  the  new  States  have  been  im-  J 
posed  upon.  Restrictions  and  onerous  obligations 
were  placed  on  ns  as  a  condition,  before  we  could 
be  admitted  into  the  Union;  and  those  restrictions 
and  impediments  have  originated  a  scheme  for 
keeping  up  a  heavy  taxation  upon  personal  pro- 
perty in  the  new  States;  and  yet,  sir,  we  have  not 
had  the  privilege  of  taxing  the  public  domain 
within  our  borders.  Had  we  that  privilege,  and 
could  we  tax  the  property  of  the  Oeneral  Govern- 
ment as  we  do  that  of  our  own  citizens,  we  should 
have  an  overflowing  State  treasury;  a  treasury,  sir, 
that  would  enable  us  to  carry  out  our  systems  of 
education  and  internal  improvement. 

I  will  take  my  own  State,  Mr.  Speaker,  and 
base  apoa  it  the  grounds  that  I  assume.  Arkansas 
was  admitted  into  the  Union  three  years  since. 
Since  her  admission,  she  has  received  from  the 
Government  by  appropriations  about  $100,000, 
which  sum  was  expended  in  improving  the  na- 
vigable waters  of  our  common  country;  for 
oar  rivers,  sir,  like  our  roads,  are  open  to  all» 
have  conferred,  in  a  tenfold  degree,  more  bene- 
fits on  the  great  body  of  the  American  peo- 
ple than  on  the  immediate  population  of  Arkansas. 
These  rivers  have  been  improved,  and  you  have 
used  them  to  transport  troops  and  munitions  of  war 
and  provisions  to  your  out  posts,  Fort  Gibson  and 
Fort  Smith  on  the  Arkansas,  aud  to  other  important 
points  on  the  South  western  and  Western  border. 
Without  these  improvements,  the  demand  and  the 
price  of  supplies  for  your  army  would  have  been 
augmented  to  the  rate  of  one  hundred  per  eenium. 
What  would  have  been  the  taxes  of  the  State,  pro- 
vided we  had  Uxed  the  lands  of  the  Qovemment 
at  the  present  rate  of  taxation  imposed  on  the  peo- 
ple of  Arkansas  for  the  support  of  her  Govern- 
ment? That  rate  is  about  one  cent  the  acre,  in- 
cluding Slate  and  county  taxation !  From  House 
docnment  No.  46.  covering  a  report  and  estimate 
from  the  Commtasioner  of  the  public  lands,  we  find 
that  there  yet  remain  within  the  limits  of  Arkan- 
sas 38,360,743  acres  of  land  yet  unsold,  after  de- 
ducting grants  and  donations  to  the  State  and  indi- 
viduals. 

Suppose,  sir,  we  were  permitted  to  lax  that  land 
at  the  moderate  sum  of  one  cent  the  acre,  the  gross 
amount  would  be  swelled  to  the  round  sum  of 
$380,607.  And  if  we  had  taxed  these  lands  st  that 
nte  for  tlie  last  three  years,  or  fhim  the  day  of 
our  admission  to  the  Union,  we  should  have  draws 
from  your  Treasury  the  sum  of  $841,811,  an 
amount  neariy  equalling  the  amount  the  Stale 
and  Territory  have  reeeived  since  their  estab- 
lishment I  And  yet  yon  deny  my  Slate  the  poor 
pittance  necessary  to  establish  roads  withilk  her 
boundaries. 

From  the  same  document,  to  which  I  have 
made  reference,  I  find  that,  in  all  the  new  States 
and  Territories,  there  remains  unsold  the  gross 
amount  of  229,711,075  acres,  which,  at  the  ve7 
moderate  of  taxation  of  one  cent  the  acre,  if 
taxed,  wonld  yield  the  snm  total  of  ^3,397,100 ! 
Some  of  the  new  Slates  have  been  in  the  Union, 
nearly  forty  yeais^  I  will,  however,  make  an 
average  of  twenty  years  of  Uxation  at  the  rate  I 
have  previously  ipoken  of,  and,  in  that  period,  the 
taxation  would  amonni  to  $47,940,000 !  As  an 
equivalent  for  the  denial  of  the  right  to  tax  the 
public  domain,  the  new  States  and  Territories  have 
received— 


For  salines 


329,600  a'crrt  of  land. 


For  oomraon  schools         -9,385,#00  .     do. 
For  TarioQS  other  purposes  3,385^000       do. 


Total 


13,770,000        do. 


Money  received  for  two  per  cent,  foi^  for  roads 
ksading  to  the  States;  to  be  expended 
under  the  direction  of  Congress        -  $1,46(^000 

For  three  per  cent,  fund  to  be  paid  to 
each  State  for  the  construction  of 
roads  within  the  same         -  -    2,184,000 

For  five  per  taiu  fund  paid  foe  con- 
sttruction  of  roadk  within  the  States  -      S2(i,706 


Total 


$3,966,700 


f 


Within  the  Sutes  of  Ohio,  Indiana,  and  lilinoiai 
we  have  66,000,000  acres  of  public  landr,  which 
wonld  yield,  it*  taxed  at  one  cent  ihe  acre,  aboat 
double  the  amount  now  proposed  to  be  ex- 
pended in  the  opening  ol  the  Cumberland  mad; 
and  yet  we  are  told  that  the  new  Sutes  are  rcedv- 
iag  more  than  their  proportion  of  the  puUic  mo- 
ney !  HereaAer,  I  shall  advise  gentlemen  to  kMft 
to  the  expenditures  in  their  own  States,  and  bear 
in  mind  that  the  old  thirteen  States  owned  and  re- 
ceived all  the  l>e|iefits  derivable  from  the  Grown 
lands,  which  lay  within  their  limits,  after  the  Bevo* 
Intionary  war;  and  let  them  recoU^l  thai  one  dol- 
lar, derived  from  the  sale  of  them,  ever  reached 
the  thirteen  new  States 

One  would  think,  Mr.  Speaker,  after  the  com- 
pact with  the  State  of  Tennessee,  in  the  year  1806 
«7,  that  that  Stale  tsss  and  if  bound  to  pay  and 
satisfy  all  the  North  Carolina  land  warrants.  Unds 
that  compact  the  General  Gof emment  -^irai^  lO 
Tennessee,  tor  colleges  and  academies,  two  ha^ 
dred  thousand  acres;  and  besides  this,  the  Goven- 
ment  was  to  set  apart  for  common  schools  the  n 
teenth  seotion  of  each  township  embraeed  ia  te 
whole  of  that  section  of  coontiy  lying  north  and 
east  of  the  Congressional  reservation  line,  which 
would  have  given  the  Sute  170,000  acres,  iBOuA 
of  the  25,000  acres  actually  received,  leaviagw* 
satisfied  and  due  the  State  135,000  acres.  Botewii 
that  is  denied  her!  And  the  genileman  fima 
Virginia,  [Mr.  ItoBEarsov,]  says  thai  lajiElii*! 
would  be  done  to  the  settlers  by  compeUJM  Aen  j 
to  remain  on  the  poor  refuse  lands,  and  oAfs  te  ' 
assertion  as  an  alignment  to  prove  that  te  In^] 
should  not  be  ceded  I  If  the  gentleman  is 
in  his  po&ition,  then  why  refuse  to  relinqiari 
die  State  of  Tennessee  and  to  the  other  Statta 
refuse  lands?  Why  desire  to  holdon.  aad 
them  at  high  prices,  to  divide  among  te 
when  he  admits  that  it  is  an  injury  lo  the 
to  suffer  them  to  remain  on  them  wiilKy 
Avarice,  I  fear,  is  a  controlling  passton,^ 
that,  sir,  which  withholds  from  these' 
from  the  people  lands  which  the  geBtoaaaa 
Virginia  admits  are  not  JU  for  cultivation. 

Mr.  Speaker,  the  spirit  of  oiMifwe  aad 
seems  now  the  order  of  the  day;  the  trials 
fortunes  of  the  poor,  who  have  sought  a 
the  forests  of  your  western  wilds,  amid<t  te 
gers  of  climate  and  the  red  man,  has  no 
Uie  hearts  of  American  siatesiBen.    That 
patriotic  citizens  which  have  emigrated  and 
your  wild  domain,  who  opened  your  raad^ 
their  valor,  defended  your  frontier,  and  j 
bound  together  by  new  ties  as  society  i 
have  been  leA  to  contend  against  a  h^ 
Zotori  to  secure  their  own  just  ri|;hts,  nad 
by  this  resolution,  to  be  brought  in  contact; 
greedif  wU  vorodout  StoUt  instead  of  tei 
tpoeMor. 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  have  now  ofifered  wM 
ments  that  I  intend  to  present  in  support  oCj 
sition  that  Congress  has  no  power,  under  tfi 
stitntion,  to  raise  money  from  oi^  mmmi  Ml 
purpose  of  dividing  it  among  the  State*; 
now  proceed  to  offer  my  ot^ecUons  to  t 
of  the  resolution,  upon  the  ground  of' 
Sir,  as  a  matter  of  interest  and  < 
test  against  it.   The  stau  of  the 
will  net  justify  it;  and,  luider  te 
of  the  tariit,  te  revenue  most 
lutil  te  vxpimtMu  of  te 
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year  1842,  at  which  period  the  revenae  will  sink  (o 
about  twelve  or  thirteen  millions,  thas  producing  a 
probable  and  sapposable  deficiency  in  the  Treasury, 
of  money,  exclusive  of  the  sales  of  public  lands, 
of  some  eight  or  twelve  millions.  I  need  not  say 
that  increased  duties  will- follow  to  supply  that  de- 
ficiency; and,  until  the  country  is  pr«?pared  to  suf- 
fer itself  to  be  burdened  with  a  high  tariff,  for  the 
benefit  of  Eastern  manufacturers,  will  it  submit  to 
the  provisions  of  the  resolution  of  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia?  Sir,  my  people,  taore  CvspeciaUy, 
r^hise  to  submit  to  a  tariff  of  some  50  or  100  per 
catL  the  burden  of  which  mnsl,  as  all  imports 
evor  do  and  ever  must,  fall  on  the  consumers;  and 
at  least  two-third8  of  such  a  tariff  would  fall  upon 
the  new  States,  whose  citizens  will  be  required, 
individually,  to  pay  the  increased  tariff. 

In  this  place,  I  take  much  pleasure,  in  presenting 
to  tfaa House  the  views  of  the  late  President  of  the 
United  States,  General  Jackson,  who  as  a  states- 
man bas  had  no  superior,  and  whose  arguments  in 
his  celebrated  %ao  message  on  Mr.  Clay's  land  bill 
are  so  conclusive  as  to  leave  not  a  doubt  on  the 
-  mind  of  any  man,  who  is  not  blinded  by  passion 
OF  partisanship,  as  to  the  impolicy  and  unconstitu- 
tionality of  tbie  distribntive  system.  Thus  argued 
the  late  President: 

'  '*  But  this  bill  assumes  a  new  principle.  Its  ob- 
ject is  not  to  return  to  the  peeple  an  unavoidable 
earplnsof  revenue  paid  in  by  them,  but  to  create 
a  snrplus  for  distribntipn  among  the  States.  It 
seises  the  entire  proceeds  of  one  source  of  revenue, 
and  sets  them  apart  as  a  surplus,  making  it  neces- 
sary to  raise  the  moneys  for  supporting  the  Govern- 
ment, and  meeting  the  general  charges,  from  other 
sources.  It  even  throws  the  entire  land  system 
upon  the  customs  for  its  support,  and  makes  the 
public  lands  a  perpeii/al  charge  upon  the  Treasury. 
It  does  not  return  to  the  people  moneys  accidental- 
ly or  unavoidably  paid  by  them  to  the  Govern • 
znent  by  which  they  are  not  wanted;  but  com- 
pos the  people  to  pay  moneys  into  the  Trea- 
sury for  the  mere  purpose  of  creating  a  surplus 
for  distribution  to  their  State  (Governments.  If 
this  principle  be  once  admiucd,  it  is  not  diffi- 
ealt  to  perceive  to  what  consequences  it  nfay 
lead.  Already  this  bill,  by  throwing  the  land 
system  on  the  revenues  from  imports  for  sup- 
port, virtually  distributes  among  the  States  a 
'part  of  those  revenues.  The  proportion  may  be 
increased  from  time  to  time,  without  any  depar- 
ture from  the  principle  now  asserted,  until  the  State 
Gk>vemment8  shall  derive  all  the  funds  necessary  for 
tbeir  support  from  the  Treasury  of  the  United 
States.  Or,  if  a  sufficient  supply  should  be  ob- 
tained by  some  States  and  not  by  others,  the  defi- 
cient States  might  complain,  and,  to  put  an  end  to 
all  further  difficulty,  Ck)ngre8s,  without  assuming 
any  new  principle,  need  go  but  one  step  further, 
and  put  the  salaries  of  all  the  State  Governors, 
Jadges,  and  other  officers,  with  a  sufficient  sum 
ton  other  expenses,  in  their  general  appropriation 
bill. 

^It  appears  to  me  that  a  mor^ direct  road  to  con- 
solidation cannot  be  devised.   Money  is  power,  and 
in  that  power  which  pays  all  the  public  officers  of 
tbe  States,  will  all  political  power  be  substantially 
concentrated. '  The  State  Gktvemments,  if  govern- 
meots  they  might  be  called,  would  lose  all  their  in- 
dapendence  and  dignity.   The  economy  which  now 
'distingnisbes  them  would  be  converted  into  a  pro- 
fusion, limited  only  by  the  extent  of  the  supply. 
'Bemg  the  dependants  of  the  Geaetal  Gbvemment, 
nnd  looking  to  its  Treasury  as  the  source  of  all 
tfaeir-'emoluments,  the  State  officers,  under  what- 
'ever  names  they  might  pass,  and  by  whatever  forms 
-their  duties  might  be  prescribed,  would,  in  effect, 
be  the  mere  stipendiaries  and  instruments  of  the 
central  power.** 

And  again,  the  same  enlightened  statesman  re- 
-miuked: 

•*  I  deceive  myself  greatly  if  the  new  States 
"would  find  their  interests  promoted  by  such  a  sys- 
'tgai  as  this  bill  proposes.  Their  true  policy  con- 
'jrists  in  the  rapid  settling  and  improvement  of  the 
**wmste  lands  within  their  limits.  As  a  means  of 
'k^stening  those  events,  they  have  long  been  look- 
-jngr  to^a  veduction  in  the  price  of  public  lands 
xppoUK  the  final  payment  of  the  national  debt.    The 

ir 


•^ect  of  the  proposed  system  would  be  to  prevent 
*hat  reduction.  It  is  true,  the  bill  reserves  to  Con- 
gress the  power'  to  reduce  the  price,  but  the  effect 
of  its  details,  as  now  arranged,  would  probably 
be  forever  to  prevent  its  exercise."  ' 

The  i^essage  from  which  1  have  read  these  ex- 
tracts was  so  able,  so  conclusive,  that  it  was  not 
only  sustained  by  Congress,  but  by  an  overwhelm- 
ing majority  of  the  American  people.  It  demon- 
strates, beyond  the  &»hadow  of  a  doubt,  that  tbe  sys- 
tem of  distribution  is  not  only  impolitic,  unjust,  un- 
equal, but  that  it  is  unconstitutional. 

Statement  of  Ute  value  of  annual  imports  into  the  United 
States  from  1789  to  I8K',  inclusive;  the  payments  into  the 
Treasury  on  account  of  duties  arising  thereon,  the  cost  of 
collection^  and  the  rate  per  cent,  the  cost  of  collection  bore 
to  the  value  of  imports,  and  also  on  the  payments  into  the 
Treasury;  and  the  annual  expenditures  of  the  Oovem- 
ment,  exclusive  of  trust  funds,  and  payments  on  account 
of  the  public  debt. 
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Dollars. 

Dollars. 

Dollats. 

•1791 

52,200,000 

4,399.472 

239,641 

5.16 

0.45 

1,919,689 

1792 

31,500,000 

3,443,070 

161,761 

4.48 

0.61 

1,877,903 

•   1793 

31,100,000 

4,255,306 

188,362 

4.23 

0.66.5 

1,710,079 

1794 

34,600,000 

4,801,066 

221,090 

4.40 

0.63 

3,600,646 
4,360;B56 

1796 

69,756,268 

5,588,461 

260,369 

4.46 

0.37 

1796 

81,436,164 

6,567,067 

291,206 

4.31 

0.35 

2,521,930 

1797 

75,379,406 

7,449,649 

34a434 

435 

0.45.5 

2,823,590 

1798 

68,551,700 

7,106,061 

375,S79 

5.02 

0.64.8 

4,623,i23 

1799 

79,068,148 

6,610.449 

412,183 

586 

0.52 

6,480,166 

1800 

91,252,768 

9,030  932 

440.37;i 

462 

0.49 

7,411,369 

1801 

111.363,511 

10,750,7718 

482,772 

4.29 

0.48 

4,981,669 

1802 

76333,333 

12,4:«,235 

49^206 

3.80 

0  64 

3,737,079 

18U3 

64.660,066 

10,479.417 

405,5:J6 

3.72 

0.62.7 

4,002.a^ 

1801 

85,000,000 

11,098,565 

488,333 

6.21 

0.57 

4,452,858 

1805 

120,000,000 

12,936,478 

557,541 

4.13 

0.46 

6,357,224 

180& 

129,000,000 

14,607,698 

613,785 

4.01 

0.47.6 

6,081,109 

1807 

I38,50t>,000 

15,845,521 

-  616,621 

3.73 

a44 

4,9  4,672 

1808 

56,990,000 

16,363,550 

665,235 

3.33 

0.99 

6,504.338 

J809 

59,400,000 

7,257,506 

498,130 

6.42 

0.8a8 

7,417;672 

1810 

85,400,000 

8,583,309 
13,313,282 

437,208 

4.84 

0.61 

6,311,062 

18H 

53,400,000 

441,129 

3.20 

0.82.6 

6,592,604 
17^829,498 

1812 

77,030,000 

a958,777 

477,726 

506 

0  62 

1813 

22,005,000 

13.25^,623 

414,171 

323 

188 

2a682,396 

1814 

12,965,000 

5,998,772 

362,561 

6.66 

^71.9 

30,127,686 

1815 

113.011,274 

7,282,912 

476.007 

6.13 

0.42 

26,953,571 

1816 

I47,10J«000 

36,306,874 

819.038 

2.2l» 

0.55  6 

23,384,453 

1817 

99,250,000 

26,283^8 

782,308 

2.88 

0.78.8 

15,464,609 

1818 

121,750,  00 

17,176,385 

769,206 

4.28 

063 

13,808,673 

1819 

87,125,000 

20,283,600 

810,220 

3.84 

092.9 

16,300,273 

1820 

74,4.=iO,  00 

15,005.612 

777,764 

496 

1.04 

13,134,600 

1821 

62,586,724 

13,001,447 

700.528 

6.11 

1.11.9 

10,723,479 

1822 

83,241,541 

17,589,761 

728,964 

397 

0876 

9,827,643 

lft23 

77,579,267 

19,088,433 

766,699 

3.86 

0.9a6 

9,784,154 

1824 

80,619,007 

17,878,325 

779,739 

4.17 

0.968 

15,330,144 

1835 

96,340,076 

20.098,713 

889,302 

4.23 

0.92 

11,490,459 

1826 

81,974  477 

23,333,741 

886,999 

3.66 

1.04 

13,062,316 

1827 

79,484,066 

19,712,283 

889,816 

4.31 

1.11.9 

12,254.448 

1828 

88,509,824 

23,205,523 

932,093 

•3.86 

1.05 

12,505,972 

1829 

74.492,527 

22,681,966 

1,013,667 

4.27 

1.36 

12651,467 

1830 

70,876,g:0 

21.922,391 

1,055,115 

4.59 

1.48 

13,220,499 

1831 

103,191,134 

24,224.441 

1,216,009 

4.77 

1.17 

13,863,786. 

1832 

101.029,266 

28,465.237 

1,315  975 
1,361,543 

4.41 

1.30 

16,514,134 

1833 

108,118^11 

29032.5(8 

4.44 

1.25 

J2.049,297 

1834 

126.621,33.' 

16,214.957 

1,264,546 

723 

099.9 

18,420,467 

1835 

149,895,742 

19,391,310 

1,284,997 

6.21 

0.86.7 

17,005,418 

1836 

189,980,035 

^3,409,940 

1,397,469 

5.63 

0.73.5 

29,666.244 

1837 

110,989,217 

11,169,290 

1,492,M7 

11.79 

i:06.8 

31,688,180 

'  From  March  4,  ]789j  to  December  31, 1791. 

If  it  was  impolitic  and  inexpedient  in  the  year 
1832  to  recognise  the  system,  it  is  more  so  now, 
(in  1839,)  situated  as  the  Treasury  is;  and  prudence 
forbids  its  adoption.  Even  if  Congress  had  the 
power  to  carry  ii  into  effect,  it  would,  if  enforced, 
be  destructive  to  the  interests  of  the  new  States, 
and  at  a  single  blow  would  prostrate  all  fature  hope 
of  receiving  any  benefits  from  the  kind  action  of 
Congress. 

Carry  the  scheme  of  the  gentleman  from  Virgi- 
nia [Mr.  Robb&tson]  into  execution,  and  we  are 
then  to  be  taxed  by  the  tariff  one  hundred  per 
centum,  amounting  to  about  $10,000,009,  to  make 
up  a  deficiency  in  the  Treasury  ;  and,  on  the  other 
hjind,  we  will  receive,  under  the  provisions  of  the 
resolution,  our  proportion  of  the  lands,  ceeordtfig 
to  ih%  Fediral  enumeroHon.  of  our  population, 
amounting,  certainly,  by  the  most  liberal  calcula- 
tion, to  about  |5,000,000  only — thus  inflicting  a 
loss  on  my  constituents  of  about  twenty-five  per 
centum  upon  ihejwhole  amount  of  increased  du* 
ties,  etther  from  direct  taxation,  which  may  be  re- 
•orted  10,  or  by  an  increased  tariff* 


By  reference  to  the  esulnate  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  we  find  the  revenue  from  the  import 
duties  '  ranging  from  f^38,000,000,  in  1833,  to 
>1 1,000,000,  in  1838. 

After  the  year  1841  the  revenue  from  customs 
will  not  exceed  the  foregoing 'estimate  of  |1 3,000,-  ^ 
000;  and  the  most  economical  administration  of  the 
Government  cannot  fall  under  il 8,000,000  for  or- 
dinary appropriations,  independent  of  annual  extra- 
ordinary appropriations,  ranging  from  |5,000,OOD 
to  110,000,000;  consequently,  without  the  revenue 
derivable  from  the  public  lands,  the  deficiency  in 
the  Treasury  cannot  fall  short  of  (8,000,000  or 
flO,000,000. 

•  I  have  now,  Mr.  Speaker,  discharged  my  duty  to 
my  constituents  and  myself,  and  the  result  is  left 
to  the  wisdom  of  the  country.  I  soon  quit  this  hall 
for  the  mere  retired  scenes  of  my  adopted  State, 
and  in'  surrendering  the  trust  committed  to  me  by 
the  people  of  that  young  and  happy  State,  I  feel 
assured  that  I  have  faithfully  struggled  to  serve 
them;  and  it  is  a  source  of  pride  and  gratitude  to 
me  to  know  that  they  have  generally  approved  my 
efforts,  and  in  no  instance  manifested  any  other 
feeing  than  that  of  kindness  and  friendship  far  be- 
yond my  merits. 


THE    MAINE   CONTROVERSY. 

DEBATE  IN  THE  SENATE. 
Wednksdat  Evxmino,  February  27, 18^. 

A  Message  from  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  with  a  memorandum  of  a  specific  charac- 
ter, ffigned  by  the  Secretary  of  State  and  the  Bri- 
tish Minister,  togeiher  with  various  rther  docu- 
ments on  the  subject  of  the  Maine  and  New  Bruns- 
wick difficuliies,  having  been  received  and  read  in 
the  Senate — 

Mr.  WILLIAMS  of  Maine  said  the  message  of 
the  President  and  accompanying  documents,  just 
now  read  by  the  Secretary,  were  highly  important  to 
the  nation,  but  more  especially  so  to  tbe  State  which 
he  had  the  honor,  in  part,  to  represent.  They  re- 
late to  a  question  of  the  deepest  interest  to  his  con- 
stituents, and  to  measures  adopted  and  pursued  by 
the  united  voice  of  the  Legislature  and  the  people 
of  the  State  of  Maine  for  the  ^ireservation  and  de- 
fence of  her  property  and  rights.  He  was  not  sure 
that  he  fully  comprehended  the  terms  and  meaning 
of  the  message,  and  agreement  or  memorandum, 
signed  by  her  Britannic  |idajesty*s  Mini^ter  and 
tbe  Secretary  of  State,  but  so  far  as  he  could  catch 
them  from  the  reading  at  the  Clerks  desk,  he  felt  it 
Vlue  te  the  Senate  and  to  his  constituents  to  say, 
frankly,  that  he  feared  they  would  not  prove  satis- 
factory to  Maine,  or  produce  the  effect  intended  by 
the  framers  of  them.  The  people  as  well  as  the 
Legislature  of  Maine  feel  deeply  and  sensibly  the 
injustice  and  degradation  she  has  k>ng  suffered  from 
an  unjust  and  groundless  claim,  by  a  foreign 
Government,  to  one-third  of  the  territory  of  that 
State,  and  from  the  exercise  of  jurisdiction  by  that 
Government  over  a  part  of  the  territory,  and  from 
repeated  arrests  and  imprisonment  of  her  citizens  , 
by  that  foreign  Government  witheut  redress  or  sa^ 
tisfaction.  They  are  now  aroused  and  excited  by 
the  recent  avowal  of  the  Lieutenant  Governor  of 
New  Brunswick,  and  of  the  British  Minister,  that 
Great  Britain  claims  excliiisive  jurisdiction  over  the  ^ 
whole  disputed  territory,  and  that  that  claim  will 
be  enforced  by  military  power.  They  feel  that  the 
question  of  her  boundary  has  already  been  suf- 
fered to  remain  unsettled  too  long,  that  Great  Bri« 
tain  refuses  to  settle  it  according  to  the  treaty  of 
1783,  and  that  the  time  has  come  when  Maine 
must  protect  her  own  property  on  the  disputed  ter-  ^ 
rltory,  or  suffer  its  principal  value  to  be  destroyed 
and  abstracted  by  desperate  niarauders.  The  Ge- 
neral Government  interposes  no  obstacle  to 
the  continued  depredations  upon  that  terri- 
tory, and  the  honor  and  interest  of  Maine  have 
alike  impelled  her  Legislature  to  adopt  measures 
intended  and  we|l  calculated  to  prevent  further  de- 
struction of  the  timber  upon  that  territory,  as  well 
as  to  arrest  and  punish  the  trespassers.  For  this 
object  Maine  sent  her  land  agent  and  sheriff,  with 
an  armed  posse  deemed  sufficient  to  arrast  and  dis- 
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pcne  k»e  s^iigs  of  irecywcre  who  hud  bi4  defiance 
u>  ^r  lawg,  AS  well  at  to  her  power,  lo  9(op  tbeir 
depredatiens.  Tlie  4aad  ifent  aad  his  anistaalfi, 
after  partially  accompUshiag  Ibeir  jpaipoae*  vpore 
rarmunded  by  an»ed  oma  id  Hie  i^gbt  lime,  forci- 
bly cenried  to  Woodsiook,  tbere  AXuuBed  by  na- 
gistraiesof  the  PBoriaoe  «f  ^Kev  BrwMwiok,  and 
ordered  u>  FDedeiktoo;  Jhey  were  fentotfupoo  a 
horse  sled,  anid  tbe  filMiaie  aad  jeers  of  Uie  pop«- 
laoe,  oadler  a  milkary  iguard,  aad  inpfis<>«^^  >a  * 
foreign  jati;  add  to  such  aniasiifiable  fiswure  and 
inif  h«oQment  of  the  land  agoDt  attd  his  adsistanis, 
the  procslamationofSir  John  Harvey,  deaoancing 
the  acts  of  Maine  and  her  officers  as  an  anvoriMi  of 
her  Majesty's  ^roviaoe,  and  Mtvatentnf  to  m^c/,  hy 
Ma,  the  posse  seat  by  MaJae  fof  the  proteotionaad 
prssenration  of  her  propectjr.  Then  look  at  Sir 
John's  leUer  to  the  Qovcrnor  of  Maine,  asserting  the 
claim  t^eMehmHJ9MiM«»  erthe  whole  disputed  ter- 
ritory, 6y  0gnem§nl  btinmm  ik$  tese  OtmerMl  Gevfm- 
m«i<i,and  ihieateaing  to  expel  Arom  the  territory 
the  armed  force  of  Maiae,  anltts  the  Governor  of 
Maine  sboald  Tolantarily  withdraw  it;  and  connect 
with  it  the  asaertioB  of  the  BHUtk  MimMer  that  ec- 
clufiee  juarisdicUffn  of  tfie  dispated  ^ntory  belongs 
to  Great  Britain  nntil  the  question  of  boundan^ 
shall  be  finalfy  sett^ed^ith  the  claim  of  Mr.  Street, 
Attorney  General  of  New  Brunswick,  upon  Mr. 
Jarvis,  then  acting  as  land  agent  of  Maine,  re- 
quiriDg  him  to  withdraw  from  the  disputed  territo- 
ry, and  to  surrendtr  the  penom  arruUd  and  in  cus- 
lody,  as  trespassers  upon  the  dispated  territory,  lo 
tke  tnakoriHta  of  Jfew  Bnmiwtdk,  to  he  tnedin  tiu 
eourtB  of  that  Protfiaet,  and  you  have  the  reasons 
aod  the  justifieaiion  of  Maine  for  the  course  she  has 
adopted,  and  is  parsoing,  and  which  course  is  in- 
tended to  be  controlled  and  restrained  by  the  me- 
morandum and  agreement  now  communicated. 

If  Maine  was  right,  as  all  seem  to  admit  she  was, 
in  sending  her  land  agent  and  posse  to  protect  the 
timber  and  to  arreii  the  trespassers,  then  she  must 
not  only  be  justified,  but  applauded,  for  promptly 
meeting  the  threat  of  Sir  John  Harvey,  (to  expel 
that  posse  by  military  force  if  not  withdrawn,)  by 
arrangements  to  support  and  sustain  the  land  agent 
and  posse  by  a  force  equal  to  the  emergency.  Can 
,  Maine  retrace  her  steps  and  withdraw  her  land 
agent  and  posse,  without  virtually  yielding  to  the 
demand  and  threat  of  Sir  John  Harvey?  Would  any 
Senator  desire  that  she  should  do  HI  Would  any  Ame- 
rican pardon  her  if  she  did  do  it?  Mr.  W.  did  not 
pretend  to  speak  by  authority  on  this  occasion,  and 
would  not  say  how  Maine  would  think  or  act  in  re- 
spect of  the  recommendations  to  her;  but  as  a  citi- 
zen and  representative  of  that  State,  knowing  some- 
thing of  the  feelings  and  determination  of  the  peo- 
ple and  Government  of  Maine,  he  felt  it  due  to 
them  and  to  the  country  to  say  now,  in  his  place, 
and  upon  the  first  appearaace  oF  the  memorandum 
and  agreement,  as  he  understood  it,  (having  no  op- 
portunity to  learn  its  meaning  and  intent,  except 
from  the  reading  of  it  here,)  that  it  would  not  be 
satisfactory  to  Maine,  knd  cannot  be  carried  into 
effect. 

The  agreement,  as  understood,  provides  that  Sir 
John  Harvey  will  not  attempt  to  expel,  by  military 
force,  the  armetl  pany  which  Maine  has  upon  the 
territory;  that  Maine  will  forthwith  withdraw  from 
the  disputed  territory;  and  if,  hereaAer,  there  Khali 
be  necessity  for  an  armed  force  to  expel  notorious 
trespassers,  the  operation  shall  be  conducted  by 
concert  bettoem  MttWfiondXew  Brunswick,  If,  by 
the  armed  party,  was  only  intended  the  military 
force  which  Maine  has  ordered  to  sustain  the  posse 
against  the  threatened  attack  of  Sir  John  llarvey, 
then  Maine  surely  would  not  object  to  withdraw 
that  force,  qpon  Sir  John  withdrawing  his  threat, 
'  which  threat  was  the  sole  cause  of  sending  that 
force  upon  the  territory;  and  if  such  should  be  the 
understandiog  of  the  parties  to  the  agreement,  then 
Mr.  W.  bad  no  objection  to  that  part  of  it;  but 
if  it  be  intended  that  the  land  agent  and  posse 
shall  be  withdrawn  before  they  shall  have  accom- 
plished the  object;^  for  which  tbe^  were  sent,  it 
cannot  be  done.  Maine- cannot  vield  lo  the  de- 
mand 0^  Sir  John  Harvey,  even  by  (he  advice  of 
the  General  Government,  without  surrenclering  her 
unquestionable  right  to  protect  her  teiritory  aild 
proptryr  from  dapndailoa.   Agaim  if  A^aina  wtre 


to  withdraw  her  land  agent  and  ossa,  what  seaa- 
rity  is  provided  by  the  mcmonual  <m  that  Sir  John 
will  not  immediately  eater  upon  t  e  dispated  terri- 
tory and  occupy  it,  by  military  K  rca  or  otherwise, 
Pursuant  to  his  claim  of^exclasive  jurisdiction? 
'hat  claim,  though  denied  by  our  Goverameat,  is 
not  renoancad  by  Sir  John  or  Mn  Fox. 

Farther,  the  arrangement  as  to  future  tre^asses, 
besides  being  limited  to  noioriout  trespassem,  (leav- 
ing all  ordinal  tr&iipasaers  uaprovided  for,)  is  im- 
praeticaMe,  and  will  Lead  to  new  collisions.  It  is 
vain  to  expect  that  (wo  nations,  cMok  o/aaniiif  the 
vthoU  propertffy  can,  for  any  length  of  time,  exer- 
cise ai«tttf»  eoneumnt  jurisdiction  over  it.  Bat  if 
that  eottld  be  done  ia  aome  oa8e9,  it  canatit  be  done 
jfi  ifie  case  under  consideration,  for  the  obvious  rea- 
son ^at  all  tha  0maiUhU  prv^iicl  4>{  this  terriioi^r  is 
$hetmker  upon  it,  aad  duU  tknhor  sKist  find  a  mar- 
ket in  the  British  Provinces.  It  is  for  die  interest  of 
a»erch?nts  and  others  in  New  Brunswick  that  this 
timber  should  be  cut  and  disposed  of  through  their 
agency;  and  that  int^^est  is  so  strong  and  abiding, 
that  we  cannot  rely  upon  the  Provincial  authori- 
ties to>check  or  prevent  nhe  continued  abstractipa  of 
the  timber. '  What  has  beea,  may  be  a^ain;  and 
notwithstanding  the  boasted  efforts  of  the  lyrarden  of 
the  disfmted  terriu>ry  to  stop  and  punish  trespassers 
ia  past  yeami,  it  is  known  that  the  number  of  tres- 
passers has  {been  annually  increasing.  The  agree- 
ment provides  that  whenever  an  armed  force  shall 
he  fieoesMf  4o  aappreas  aoiorioas  trespasses,  it 
«(hail  he  done  by  eonoH  between  limine  and  New 
Braoswick.  Suppose  that  another  year  should  be 
as  the  last  has  been,  and  Maine  should  wish  to 
expel  and  punish  the  trespassers:  if  New  Bruns- 
wick, for  any  cause,  abould  not  be  disposed  to  con- 
car  in  measures  adequate  to  the  object,  what  re- 
medy is  left  to  Maine?  Her  rights  are  entirely  at 
the  mercy  of  New  Bnmswick  1 

But  he  would  not  detain  the  Senate.  The  ar- 
rangement has  been  made,  and  may  possibly  be 
lesa  objectionable  than  he  had  supposed.  He 
hoped  it  was  so,  and  Mr.  W.  would  gladly  em- 
brace, as  he  believed  Maine  wouM  also  do,  any 
plan  which  should  allay  existing  excitement,  and 
promise  a  speedy  settlement  of  the  boundary  ques- 
tion. That  was  the  great  qoestien,  and  the  ques- 
tion which  must  soon  be  settled  in  aome  way.  It 
had  already  been  too  lon«  delayed;  in  fact,  that 
boundary  should  never  have  been  suffered  to  be 
brought  into  qucjition.  Any  temporizing  expedient 
will  avail  but  little.  It  may  give  some  further  op- 
portunity  to  auempt  negoiiaiion,  and  Maine  would 
not  complain;  but  the  time  has  come  when  the 
General  Government  must  bring  the  question  to  a 
terminatior,  by  negotiation  or  otherwise.  Maine 
has  alrea'jy  Utrne  and  forborne  beyond  what  al- 
most any  other  State  would  have  done.  She  has 
her  rights,  and  knows  them.  She  is  yet  desirous 
that  the  General  Government  will  assert  and  secure 
them  to  her;  and,  above  all,  she  desires  not  to  disturb 
or  jjut  in  hazard  the  peace  of  the  country.  Still 
Maine  must  and  will  respect  herself,  and,  thus 
acting,  cannot  maeh  kmer  suffer  an  importast 
portion  of  her  territory  tti  l)e  in  doubt  or  abeyance. 
Whatever  territory  is  hers  must  be  subject  to  her 
jarisdiotiop,  and  to  her  laws,  and  cannot  be  withheld 
£rooi  her  much  longer.  The  businesa  aad  wishes 
^f  the  people  of  Maine  are  peaceful,  and  it  has 
taken  a  long  period  of  suffering  to  bring  about  the 
spirit  which  now  pervades  almost  every  bosom  in 
Maine,  and  that  spirit  is  not  to  be  overcome.  She 
hopes  to  obtain  her  rights  peaceably,  but  be  assored 
that  delay  will  soon  be  regarded  d^ial,  and  then 
the  gallant  spirit  and  perseverance  of  her  sons  will 
accomplish  for  her  what  ages  of  negotiatioa  have 
thus  iar  failrd  to  secure. 

Mr.  PRESTON  said  that  he  would  not  allow 
him*olf  to  participate  in  the  dtspoDdeney  with 
whioh  ihe  Senator  [Mr.  Williams]  rega«ded  the 
condiiii^n  of  affair^  on  the  Maine  frontier,  or  to'  be- 
iiave  that  ihe  recommeadatQiy  aoggcstiMs  in  ihe 
memorandum  signed  by  Mr.  iForsyih  and  Mr. 
Fox  would  be  inefficacioaa  in  auspending  the  hos- 
"tile  proceedings  in  the  diaputed  territory.  We 
have  been  suddenly  and  unexpedcdiy  ^ried  into 
ah  auiiude  menacing  the  mostaerioua  scsulta,  aad 
placing  as  atfpacf!,  without  any  pcavious  aotion  af 
this  Qovernmeoi^  ivpqa  Ibi  vttf  «dgaaf  vat.   im-A 


deed,  nothing  coald  have  been  more  unexpected  to 
the  poJI^  mind,  or  to  tha  conatiiated  authorities  of 
this  Government,  than  the  startling  events  which 
hare  aatounded  us  for  the  last  few  days.  We  may 
well  judge  from  our  own  excitemeai  how  much 
UAore  intensely  agitated  are  the  feelings  of  those 
who  are  in  the  immediate  presence  of  those  eveais, 
and  participators  in  them.  It  is,  therefore,  most 
desirable  that  there  should  be  a  moment  of  paaac 
allowedfor  our  Qwn  deliberations,  and  some  tine 
given  po  the  angry  parties  on  the  frontier  to  cop- 
skier  of  their  position,  and  to  right  them^lves,  if, 
in  a  moment  of  heat,  either  has  fallen  into  arsoc. 
This  nnost  desirable  end  the  memoraJBdana  qf 
Messrs.  Forsyth  and  Fox  seems  to  have  in  view, 
and  if  received  by  the  Governors  of  Maiaa  aad 
New  Brunswick  in  a  corresponding  spirit,  ariU 
leave  the  adjustment  of  their  differences  to  the  dis- 
passionate discussion  of  the  Governments  of  the 
United  States  and  Great  Britain,  to  whom  propar^ 
and  exclusively  belongs  the  decision  of  the  great 
question  of  war  or  peace. 

Nothing  could  be  more  improper,  in  every  point 
of  view,  or  more  to  be  deplored,  than  that  a  foreign 
war  should  be  super  induced  by  a  precipiute  colli- 
sion of  conterminous  authorities,  i^upersedixig  the 
cautious  deliberations  of  the  great  nations  whose 
destiny  ^jdl  be  so  deeply  implicated  in  the  coolest. 
The  qua^on  of  foreign  war  belongs  to  this  Gi> 
vemuiepit;  and  I  beg  leave  to  assure  the  hooorahk 
Senator  that,  whenever  the  interest  or  honor  of  his 
State  shall,  in  the  opinion  of  this  Governnaeat^ 
make  an  appeal  to  arms  necessary  for  their  yindi- 
cation,  I,  and  I  believe  the  State  of  South.  Carolina, 
will  as  freely  take  them  up  in  her  defence  as  if  the 
affront  or  the  injury  had  been  suffered  by  oursalFea. 
I  know,  sir,  that  the  State  of  Maine  has  been  sah- 
jecied  lo  much  justly  calculated  to  aggrieve  and  ex- 
cite her,  and  I  cannot  forbear  to  add  that,  ia  my 
judgment,  the  negotiations  for  her  relief  have  not 
been  urged  with  sufiicient  earnestness,  or  her  rig;ha 
insisted  on  in  a  tone  as  peremptpry  as  their  luieqai- 
vocal  character  fully  justified.  Her  title  to  the 
disputed  territory  is  unquestionable,  and  obtained, 
at  the  last  session,  the  unanimous  sanction  of  tfaii 
body,  after  a  most  careful  examination.  This  would 
have  authorized  the  most  decisive  demands  ftom 
our  Government  on  that  of  Great  Britain;  and,  if 
they  have  not  been  urged,  Maine  may  have  caose 
of  complaint  But  as  her  claims  were  the  subject 
of  actual  negotiation,  and  her  territory,  ia  regard 
ta  which  that  negotiation  was  pending,  was  aab- 
ject  to  provisional  arrangement  by  an  undeistaad- 
ing  betw.een  the  Goverimients,  it  is  certainly  due  to 
this  Government  that  it  be  consulted,  if  posstble, 
upon  any  matters  affecting  these  relation^  or,  if 
this  was  not  deemed  propdr,  1  coukl  have  vkished, 
at  all  events,  that  it  had  beea  thought  advisable  by 
that  State  to  have  notified  the  Brit^  auihudticaof 
the  trespass  of  which  t>he  complains,  aad  of  the 
mode  in  which  she  intended  to  Ci>rrect  it.  lli^ 
might  ha  <^e  produced  mutual  explax^uons,aDd  pejp- 
haps  co-operariou  in  the  correction  of  the  evil;  of, 
if  not,  the  British  authorities,  by  their  oonnienaBce 
of  the  marauders,  would  have  been  placed  flagraaity 
in  the  wrong.  That  this  was  possible  may,  iai 
degree,  be  inlerred  from  the  prompt  aad  high  i 
of  the  British  coxrespoadeuee,  and  from  the 
posterous  assertion  of  the  claim  to  exolusive  jans- 
diction  over  the  disputed  territory. 

This  unwarrantable  and  most  exiraordinaxy  aa- 
samption  in  regard  to  exclusive  juriadiction,  s^ 
perhaps  itself  finmsh  the  grounds  of  a  futore  aaa- 
cable  a^juslmer  i  of  these  differences.  Sir  Joha 
Harvey  is  clearly  mistaken.  His  Oovernacat,  it 
is  to  be  hoped,  will  oorrect  his  error,  and  avow  .i%ait 
he  has  misunderstood  his  orders.  The  British  tSo- 
vernmeai  will  not  have  the  hardihood  to  set  opsach 
a  pretension;  and  as  the  military  operaiioas  of  Sif 
John  nrefonnded  on  this  mstokcf  it  is  clearly  tke 
part  of  wisdom  to  pause  until  his  Goverameat  hufi 
an  oppoftanity  to  rectify  it. 

Howler  this  ooay  be,  the  recommendatoix  ooo- 
veniiOtt  before,  us  is  calculated  to  put  the  partiea  an 
the  conditioQ  tbay  occupied  before  the  occnranoa 
of  these  untoward  events;  to  pot  the  rights  afJMwM 
again  in  |he  keepi^  of  this  Govemmaai,  irbfi  ifcn 
CoDstitoMpn  and  tha^rqgresaof  thaaafotjatiift^^ 
posited  Mm;  andt^aboraaU,  to  taawa  a^oaihaipa 
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Grovcrnmemts  themselves  the  high  reyprinsibility  of 
peace  or  wfir. 

.  I  cannot,  Mr.  President,  refrain  from  commend^ 
ing,  in  emphatic  ierms,  the  spirit  of  moderation  and 
firmnen  which  has  characterized  the  conduct  of  the 
Adndnisiraiion  in  the  difficalt  emergency  opon 
which  we  have  been  thrown.  It  ha^  my  hearty  ap- 
probation, and  I  cannot  hot  hope,  a?  I  most  ardenily 
wish,  that  a  policy  commenced  under  soch  favora- 
ble auspices  may  eventuate  in  the  re-establisbment 
and  consoltdaiion  of  pacific  relations.  But  if,  un- 
happily, it  should  be  otherwise,  why  then  I  pledge 
mysdf  to  the  Senator  from  Maine,  and  to  ihe  coun- 
tiy,  that  I  will  not  stop  to  count  the  cost  when  duty 
and  patriotism  demand,  a»s  ihey  then  will  demand, 
a  solemn  appeal  to  the  last  reason  of  nations. 

Mr.  DAVIS  said:  I  believe,  Mr.  President,  I 
feel  as  much  on  this  subject  as  the  Senator  from 
Sonth  Carolina,  who  has  just  exhorted  us  to  tem- 
perance, patience,  and  forbearance,  till  this  ques* 
tion  shall  be  adjured.  But  I  wish  lo  call  ihe  atten- 
tion of  the  Senate  for  a  moment  to  some  portions  of 
the  history  of  this  negotiation,  that  we  may  see 
where  we  now  stand'.  The  proposition  for  a  mu- 
taal  understanding  wasj  that  the  two  parties  should 
remain  as  they  were,  and  that  each  should  couiinue 
to  hold  jurisdiction  and  possession  of  the  disputed 
territory  just  so  far  as  they  had  already  been  ob- 
tained by  the  parties,  respectively.  And  now, 
what  is  our  attitude  in  regard  to  this  whole  busi- 
ness? I  took  some  pains,  in  the  course  of  the  dis- 
cussion at  the  last  session,  to  examine  this  matter 
through,  to  see  what  was  the  true  condition  of  our 
diplomatic  arrangements,  and  it  will  be  found  that 
this  must  be  the  result  of  the  whole:  That  Great 
Britain,  on  her  part,  has  decisively  refused  to  com- 
ply with  a  demand  for  a  negotiation  on  the  question 
as  to  where  was  the  boundary  designated  by  the 
treaty  of  1783.  The  Gorernment  of  the  Uulte<! 
Slates  has  again  and  again  urged  that  certain 
marks,  monuments,  and  boundaries  pointed  out  by 
that  treaty  were  to  be  ascertained;  but  she  says  the 
negotiation  on  that  topic  is  exhausted,  and,  though 
die  is  willing  to  negotiate  for  a  conventional  line, 
she  will  not  negotiate  in  reg:ird  to  the  line  of  that 
treaty.  Here  the  matter  rested,  and  Maine  was 
consulted  by  the  United  States  Government,  whether 
she  was  willing  to  have  the  question  settled  by  de- 
termining on  a  conventional  line.  To  this  propo- 
sition Maine  gave  a  flat  refusal.  She  would  not, 
in  any  case,  consent  to  a  conventional  line,  but  she 
was  willing,  in  any  way,  to  determine  and  settle  the 
line  of  the  treaty.  The  United  Stales  Government 
now  determined  that,  unless  Maine  would  consent, 
they  had  no  power  to  negotiate  further,  because 
they  had  no  power  to  negotiate  away  any  portion 
of  Maine.  That  is  where  the  diplomatic  corre- 
spondence places  it,  as  I  th<>n  showed  by  letters  of 
Mr.  Vaughan,  Mr.  Foreyth,  and  other  gentlemen 
eoocemed  in  the  negotiation;  afifdfff^r.  ik'orsyth  de- 
clared, in  regard  to  the  negotiation,  that  it  was  per- 
fectly hopeless  to  renew  it,  because  the  British  Ge- 
Tcmment  had  again  and  again  said  that  they  would 
not  negotiate  on  the  treaty  of  1783,  which  was  the 
only  basis  to  which  Maiike  would  agree;  and  who- 
ever will  examine  the  correspondence  will  see  that 
'  I  am  bonke  out  in  these  statement. 

Sir,  I  am  not  about  to  oppose  this  proposition,  or 
any  propositions  which  may  be  presented  of  a  pa- 
eific  character,  and  which  are  merely  to  bring 
Mains  and  New  Brunswick  back  to  where  they 
Blood.  But,  without  regard  to  that  proposition,  I 
will  proceed  to  one  conclusion  further.  Although 
the  plan  now  proposed  may  put  off,  for  a  time,  the 
€▼11  day;  although  it  may  relieve  our  present  em- 
harraisments,  and  may  place  us  for  the  time  out  of 
the  helligerani  attitude,  yet,  I  ask,  what  is  the  pros« 
peet  that  we  will  bring  this  matter  to  a  close,  and 
ihat  we  shall  escape  an  ultimate  collision?  Sup- 
posing the  two  countries  now  go  back  to  this 
conflicting  jurisdictioD,  and  proceeidia  the  manner 
in  which  they  have  heretofore  proceeded,  as  I  have 
already  said,  the  conflict  there  grows  directly  out 
of  this  dispute  about  jurisdiction.  Those  conflict- 
ing^ jurisdictions  run  into  each  other;  they  have  no 
aaeeitained  boundaries  or  limits,  and  hence  it  is 
that  atbotos  of  Maine  have  again  and  again  been 
arfesttfd  and  dhigged  into  New  Brunswick  by  her 
eiwil  att^ritiw,  and  there  coavloted,  pardoned. 


and  sent  back.  Through  all  this  it  has  happened 
that,  whenever  it  was  necessary  to  preserve  the 
peace  of  the  couutry,  the  United  States  Govern- 
ment ha*'  stepp^i  in  as  a  mediator,  the  citizens  of 
Maine  have  been  released,  and  peace  and  harmo- 
ny for  the  lime  restored  as  far  as  they  could  be.  In 
that  course  things  have  gone  on  till  they  have  cre- 
ated a  public  feeling,  a  ?ense  of  wrong  and  indig- 
nity which,  I  think,  cannot  much  longer  be  endur- 
ed. Sir,  they  cannot  go  forward  in  the  present 
Mate  of  things;.  If  the  two  Governments  think  that 
they  can  m:iintain  peace  and  harmony  without 
great  zeal  and  energy,  in  settling  this  question,  they 
latter  themselves  with  hopes  that  will  prove  Vain 
and  groundless. 

I  have  risen,  Mr.  President,  to  niake  these  re- 
marks, and  to  present  this  piece  of  diplomatic  his- 
tory, to  show  the  Senate  that,  if  the  proposition  be- 
fore us  is  not  followed  up  b^  speedy  and  efficient 
measures  for  a  final  settlement  of  the  question,  we 
should  be  just  as  well  off  without  that  protocol  (the 
memorandum)  as  with  it.  The  conflict  must  conpie, 
and  these  difficulties  cannot  be  adjusted  unless  the 
main  question  is  finally  settled.  The  only  desire 
by  which  I  have  now  been  actuated  is,  that  the  Se- 
nate should  be  acquainted  with  these  facts,  and 
when  they  comprehend  tliem,  I  am  folly  persuaded 
•that  they  will  arrive  at  the  same  result  at  which  I 
have  arrived.  I  concur  fully  with  the  Senator 
from  Maine,  who  preceded  me,  that  unless  some- 
thing effectual  should  be  done  in  the  settlement  of 
the  principal  qnestion  of  territory,  the  citizens  of 
Maine  cannot  be  quieted,  and  such  an  arrange- 
ment as  that  now  before  us  can  never  preserve  the 
peace  of  the  country. 

Mr.  RUGGLES  said  Maine  could  have  no  in- 
ducement to  rush  herself,  or  to  draw  the  country 
needlessly,  into  a  war;  for  it  was  evident  that  she 
would  herself  receive  the  first,  the  second,  the 
third,  and  the  last  blow  in  such  a  conflict.  She 
was  on  the  very  frontier  that  was  menaced,  and  the 
war  would  be  chiefly  on  her  own  borders.  Her 
commerce  and  all  her  interests  on  the  ocean  would 
be  destroyed  at  once  on  the  declaration  of  war.  It 
was  impossible  to  conceive  the  extent  of  the  mis- 
chief that  would  be  done  to  her  interests;  and  could 
it,  therefore,  be  supposed  that  she  had  set  herself  in 
such  a  position  as  she  now  occupied  without  great 
consideration,  or  without  being  compelled  to  take 
it  for  the  preservation  of  her  honor  and  her  rights? 

Sir,  (said  Mr.  R.)  what  is  the  aspect  of  this  mat- 
ter as  it  now  stands?  Maine  claims  the  jurisdic- 
tion over  that  portion  of  the  country  which  is  now 
the  reene  of  the  cofitest;  not  over  the  whole  dis- 
puted territory,  but  over  that  particular  part  of  it; 
or,  if  she  does  not  claim  exclusive  jurisdiction,  at 
least  she  claims  a  right  lo  that  sort  of  jurisdiction 
which  she  has  held  for  many  years  past,  and  of 
which  she  has  never  been  dispossessed,  In  main- 
taining that  sort  of  jurisdiction,  she  found  it  neces- 
sary to  arrest  a  band  of  depredators,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  preventing  the  destruction  of  her  property. 
In  this  attempt  she  was  resisted  by  them,  and  by 
them  her  agent  was  seized  and  carried  away;  and 
this  act  of  violence  on  their  part  was  ratified  by 
the  New  Brunswick  authoritivs,  by  Whom,  also, 
the  demand  was  made  that  exclusive  jurisdiction 
over  the  territory  should  be  conceded  to  Great 
Britain.  This  demand  cannot  be-complied  with, 
unless  by  yielding  a  right  of  Maine  which  thirGo- 
vernment  has  recogni.'^e'^;  that  is,  a  right  to  a  mixed 
jurisdiction,  or  the  right  to  be  there,  at  least  to  pro- 
tect the  property  in  dispute  from  ravages  by  a  third 
party^  Sir,  she  has  done  no  more,  but  has  exer- 
cised her  authority  precisely  as  she  had  before,  for 
on  several  occasions  she  has  driven  off  depredators 
from  this  territory.  Maine,  therefore,  cannot  con- 
sent, on  such  a  demand  as  has  been  made,  to  with- 
draw her  forces.  Yet  it  seems  this  Government 
is  now  prepared  to  require  it  of  her;  and  by  what 
right  do  they  require  it?  Sir  John  Harvey  is  now 
declaring  that  he  will,  by  a  military  force,  arrest 
every  person  that  he  may  find  in  that  territory,  and 
brin«:  them  to  punishment.  Is  there  any  authority 
for  this  from  this  Government?  The  Gfovernment 
of  Maine  now  calls  on  this  Government  to  aid  her 
in  defending  territory  rightfully  belonging  to  Maine; 
and  I  ask  if  this  is  not  a  caNe  when  we  may  ask 
the  President  to  call  out  the  forces  of  the  country 


to  repel  mvasion?  That  is  precisely  what  the  Go- 
vernor of  Maine  has  done.  But  the  President  ap- 
pears not  to  apprehend  that  that  case  has  arisen  in ^ 
which  he  is  to  defend  the  territory  of  Maine, 
though  he  has  said  that  if  New  Brunswick  persevere 
in  asserting  by  armsa  right  to  exclusive  jurisdiction, 
he  would  »hen  consider  it  an  occasion  in  which  he 
would  be  required  to  repel  invasion.  Sir,  this  is;iot  to 
recover  a  territory,  but  the  object  is  to  repel  invasion; 
or,  now  that  invasion  is  loudly  threatened,  it 
ought  to  be  to  go  against  the  territory  being  invad- 
ed at  all. 

As  it  respects  what  the  President  now  proposes,  I 
do  not  know  bht  it  may  be  regarded  as  a  wise  mea- 
sure. Maine  is  anxious  that  the  whole  question 
should  be  settled,  and  she  has  again  and  again 
urged  it  on  this  Government.  Her  citizens  in  the 
meantime  have  been  often  arrested  and  imprisoned, 
^er  property  has  been  destroyed,  and  she  is  now  re* 
quired  still  to  submit  to  these  outrsges.  If  Uiere 
was  any  probability  that  the  question  would  be 
brought  to  an  adjustment  in  any  reasonable  time 
by  negoiiation,  Maine  would  not  have  assumed  her 
present  attitude.  But  it  is  because  she  has  no  con- 
fidenco  in  negotiation,  that  she  has  at  last  found  it 
necessary  t6  take  the  remedy  into  her  own  hands; 
and  I  now  ask,  will  this  Government  require  her  to 
withdraw  her  troops  afler  all  that  State  has  endured; 
and  the  people  have  been  roused  to  a  just  sense  of 
their  rights  and  wrongb?  And  I  ask  further,  whether 
this  Government  has  a  right  to  call  on  Maine  to 
withdraw  her  troops?  I  do  not  Igiow  but  this  right 
may  be  claimed  as  within  the  constitutional  powers 
of  this  Government  to  control  a  State  in  re2q;>fct  to 
the  possession  of  her  territory.  But  it  is  on  record 
that  this  territory  belongs  to  Maine,  by  a  unani- 
mous vote  of  this  Senate,  and  from  this  I  believe 
the  Executive  does  not  differ;  I  believe  the  whole 
country  is  united  on  this  point;  I  do  not  know  of 
aaindividual  who  h:\s  the  least  doubt  that  the  right 
to  the  territory  is  in  Maine.  And  yet,  when  we  un- 
dertake to  maintain  our  rights  alone,  we  are  re- 
quested to  withdraw  our  troops  under  a  ihreat.  If 
they  can  be  withdrawn,  and  the  honor  and  the  rights 
of  Maine  be  sufficiently  respected,  I  am  willing  that 
it  should  be  done. 

I  am  this  moment  informed  (said  Mr.  R.  with 
much  concern)  that  there  has  been  an  actual  colli- 
sion in  the  disputed  territory,  and  that  bloodshed 
has  taken  place.  News  ha«  arrived  that  a  battle 
has  been  fought,  and  that  fifty  of  the  Maine  men 
have  been  killed,  and  nine  of  the  English. 

[Great  sensation  and  silence  for  some  moments.] 

Mr.  WEBSTER  said :  I  hope,  Mr.  President, 
that  this  rumor  will  turn  out  to  be  incorrect.  It 
would  be  melancholy,  indeed,  if  it  should  be  true 
that' a  hostile  meeting  has  taken  place,  followed  by 
such  consequences  as  have  been  stated.  But  not 
at  all  under  the  influence  6f  ahy  impression  from 
that  rumor,  I  will  make  a  few  remarks  on  the  jre- 
neral  subject,  and  on  this  communication  from  the 
Executive  Government;  and  painful  as  it  is,  I  must 
say  that  I  cannot  approve  of  the  conduct  of  the 
Executive  on  this  important  measure  since  the  lait 
session.  I  will  even  go  a  little  beyond  that,  and 
say  what  I  did  not  mean  to  say  till  the  certainty 
should  be  developed  whether  Uiere  would  be  any* 
collision  between  the  parties,  because  I  do  not  de- 
sire to  make  this  controversy  with  England  a  mat- 
ter of  party.  At  the  last  session,  and  whenever 
there  was  any  occasion,  I  endeavored  to  set  forth 
the  right  to  the  territory  as  our  own,  and  not  to 
complain  of  any  Administration  for  the  manner  in 
which  that  right  had  been  either  neglected  or  en- 
forced. But  there  are  two  or  three  things  that 
ought  to  be  stated;  and  without  going  at  this  time 
further  back  than  the  last  session,  I  wish,  lo  know 
what  reason  has  been  assigned  to  Congre&s  why 
this  negotiation  has  not  been  pressed  to  some  prac- 
tical result,  or  finally  broken  off.  As  to  the  ex- 
pression of  the  opinions  of  Congress  in  both  ita 
branches,  nothing  ceuld  be  more  decided  than  the 
resolutions  of  the  last  year.  And  what  do  we 
learn  to  have  been  done  in  consequence  of  those 
resolutions?  I  ask  if  there  has  any  thin^been  com- 
municated to  Congress  at  this  session  in  the  form 
or  shape  of  a  reaaen  why  this  matter  has  not  been 
brought  to  some  sort  of  a  conclusion,  or  ma(}esome 
degree  of  pro^^retfli?    When  we  ask  what  onwurd 
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stepi>  Lavt;  been  taken,  the  answer  given  to  the 
question  is,  that  nothing  has  been  done;  bat  why, 
we  are  not  inforraed.  And  while  nothing  has  been 
done  here  or  in  London,  Maine  )ias  undertaken  to 
examine  the  question  whether  the  lines  of  the  treaty 
of  1783  are  an  ascertainable  boundary.  She  has 
ezplcred  the  territory  by  eommissioners,  and  her 
comml'Viionersoome  back  and  tell  us  that  there  is 
no  more  difficulty  in  running  that  line  than  any 
others  which  run  due  north  from  a*  given  point, 
Tliey  have  found  the  treaty  lines  (the  highlands) 
1o  be  as  visible  and  tangible  as  the  Alleghany 
mountains^  or  any  other  highlands,  thou^,  of 
coarse,  less  elevated;  so  that  the  boundaries  of 
Maine  are  as  clear  and  as  easily  ascertained  as 
ether  lines  of  division  in  the  country.  And.  yet  a 
negotiation  has  been  going  on  year  after  year;  and 
when  we  ask  what  has  yet  been  done,  even  down 
to  this  hour,  we  learn  that  nothing  has  been  accom- 
plished; that,  to  all  appearances,  the  dispute  is  as 
far  from  a  termination  as  ever. 

And  now  what  Maine  has  done  is  to  be  super- 
seded. New  Brunswick  and  Maine  are  to  with- 
draw, and  all  things  are  to  return  to  the  state  in 
which  they  were  anUheUmnf  and  then  we  are  agaifk 
assured  there  is  to  be  a  speedy  settlement  of  the 
controversy  by  negotiation  1  And  so  said  Spain  on 
a  certain  occasion,  when  she  did  not  settle  the 
qne&tion  for  fifty  years.  €ir,  this  important  matter 
cannot  go  on,  or  rather  it  cannct  stand  stiH,  in  this 
manner.  Maine  cannot  be  kept,  and  ought  not  to 
be  kept,  thus  in  a  state  of  dissatisfaction  and  neglect. 
Sir,  I  think  this  matter  must  be  settled,  and  that 
it  will  not  permit  delay;  and  I  must  say  that  a 
strong  Administration  here,  and  another  in  Eng- 
land, might  long  ago  have  brought  it  to  a  close. 

The  time  must  come  when,  if  the  controversy 
cannct  be  terniinated  by  some  sort  of  negotiation, 
it  must  be  settled  othc^pvise.  I  believe  onr  light  is 
clear;  and  although  I  am  willing  to  concede  much 
for  peace  and  good  neighborhood,  I  am  not 
willing  to  delay  a  final  adjustment  indefinitely,  or 
at  the  hazard  or  in  the  face  of  the  certainty  of  bor- 
der conflicts  I  do  not  wish  that  Maina  should 
take  possession  of  the  territory.  The  controversy 
is  ours.  But  if  this  negotiation  is  to  be  prolonged 
and  delayed,  postponed  and  put  ofiT,  without  rea- 
sonable prospect  of  ever  seeing  an  end  of  it,  then 
I  am  for  ascertaining  the  treaty  boundary  by  an 
examination  of  our  own,  and,  if  we  are  satisfied 
we  ar6  right,  for  making  thaf  boundary  the  line  of 
our  possession,  and  seeing  whether  we  can  hold  it. 
When  negotiation  becomes  mere  procrastination, 
and  serious  dangers  in  the  mean  time  threaten,  a 
more  decided  tone  ought  to  be  assumed.  Depend 
upon  it,  sir,  the  peace  of  the  country  is  more  en- 
dangered by  these  unnecessary  and  nnjustiable 
postponements  and  delays,  than  it  would  be  by 
holding  a  more  decisive  language,  and  manifesting 
a  more  resolute  spirit.  I  do  not  beheve  there  has 
yet  been  collision;  I  hope  there  will  be  none.  But 
I  do  not  wish  to  see  Maine  humiliated  or  disgraced. 
I  believe  that  if  something  of  her  own  spirit  and 
feeling  had  pervaded  us  here,  we  should  have  now 
been  through  the  controversy.  There  is  yet,  I  have 
no  doubt,  time  for  pacific  adjustment;  but  England 
must  learn  that  bhe.  l>as  nothing  to  gain  by  delay. 
Delay,  while  it  can  benefit  neither  party,  every  day 
endangers  the  peace  of  both. 

I  only  wish  further  to  say  in  regard  to  Maine, 
that  she  did  obtain  from  Ck>ngress,  at  the  last  ses- 
sion, a  unanimous  concorrence  of  opinion  in  both 
branches  strongly  in  her  favor,  on  the  question  of 
her  right  to  the  territory.  Further  negotiation, 
however,  wais  still  contemplated;  and  now,  at  the 
end  of  another  year,  the  finds  that  not  one  single 
step,  not  an  inch  of  progress  has  been  made.  I  do 
not  blame  her  for  being  both  dissatisfied  and 
excited. 

It  is  to  be  considered  also  that,  in  the  mean  time, 
Maine  has  established,  to  her  own  entire  convic- 
tion, the  truth  of  what  we  have  been  contending 
for;  that  is,  the  perfect  practicability  of  ascertaining 
the  treaty  boundary. 

Mr.  W.  thought  that  if  a  higher  and  more  en* 
ergetic  t^ne  had  been  held  by  our  Government  in 
the  negotions  on  this  matter,  we  would  stand  upon 
much  more  elevated  ground  at  present.  He  was 
willing,  for  his  own  part,  to  assume  hb  share  of 


the  responsibility  of  voting  to  run  the  line  of  1783, 
and  to  defend  it  when  run — and  to  vote  it  to-aight. 
He  hoped  that  those  who  had  the  lead  in  the  ad- 
ministration of  our  affairs,  would  tell  the  English 
Government  that  this  matter  mtist  be  settled;  that 
if  not  settled  by  the  fourth  day  of  July  next,  we 
will  run  the  boundary  line  according  to  the  treaty, 
and  we  will  occupy  the  country,  and  then  remove 
us  if  you  can. 

[Much  applause  from  the  galleries. 

The  PaxsiDBKT  promptly  called  to  order,  and 
said  if  there  was  a  repetion  of  the  noisr,  the  galle- 
ries should  be  cleared  forthwith.] 
.  Mr.  BROWN  said  that  he  dissented  altogether 
from  the  opinions  which  had  been  expressed  by  the 
Senator  ifrom  Massachusetts,  [Mi.  Webster,]  as 
to  the  manner  in  which  the  negotiations  had  been 
conducted,  by  the  late  and  present  Administrations, 
in  their  efforts  to  bring  about  a  final  settlement  of 
this  question.  The  Senator  thinks  that  a  higher 
tone  should  have  been  assumed,  and  more  energy 
exhibited,  as  if  to  a  want  of  these  qualities  was  to 
be  imputed  the  failure  of  success  m  adjusting  the 
difficulties  whieh,  at  this  time,  threatens  the  peace- 
ful relations  subsisting  between  this  countiy  and 
Qreat  Britain.  He  had  yet  to  learn  that  a  want 
of  firmness,  or  of  a  proper  tone,  had  b^n  cbarao- 
terisiic  of  either  the  past  or  present  Administra- 
tion, in  conducting  intercourse  with  foreign  nations. 
He  believed  that  the  Senator  from  Massaahusetts, 
and  those  who  tl)en  coincided  with  him  in  opinion, 
had  thought  very  dififerently  at  the  period  of  our 
difficulties  with  France,  when  the  proposition  for  a 
contingent  appropriation  was  before  the  Senate. 
Then  the  complaint  was,  that  there  was  too  much 
energy;  and  now  it  is  attempted  to  cast  censure  on 
that  Administration,  and  the  present,  for  exhibiting 
less,  as  it  is  alleged,  than  the  occasion  demanded. 

Mr.  B.  believed  that  every  step  had  been  taken 
under  both,  called  for  either  by  the  honor  or  inte- 
rests of  our  country,  to  prosecute  the  negotiation 
'  to  a  final  settlement,  and  to  secure  the  rights  of  the 
State  of  Maine.  The  late  Admini8tration,afler  the  re- 
jection of  the  decision  of  the  King  of  the  Netherlands, 
had  proposed  to  renew  the  negotiation,  on  the  basis 
of  the  treaty  of  1783,  which  was  declined  by  Great 
Britain;  and  a  similar  proposition  by  our  Govern- 
ment,  omder  the  present  Administration,  had  also 
been  declined.  What,  then,  said  Mr.  B.  would 
the  Senator  have  required  of  the  present  Chief  Ma- 
gistrate) To  have  taken  possession  of  the  letrito- 
ry  in  dispute  by  a  military  force?  That  was  the 
only  remaining  alternative,  and  would  in  itself 
have  been  tantamount  to  a  declaration  of  war,  and 
the  assumption  of  a  responsibility  which  no  Chief 
Magistrate  should  take,  unless  previously  sanction- 
ed by  the  authority  of  the  two  Houses  of  Congress. 
If  the  Senator  had  been  so  fully  impressed  with 
the  necessity  of  more  energetic  measures,  why  had 
he  not  brought  forward  a  proposition  at  the  last 
session  of  Congress,  giving  authority  to  the  Presi- 
dent to  carry  them  jnto  efifect? 

From  this  it  would  he  perceived  that  the  Execn- 
tive  would  not  have  been  justified  in  proceeding  a 
single  step  further  in  this  controversy,  without  the 
previous  sanction  of  the  legislative  bfanch  Df  the 
Government. 

He  had  deemed  it  his  duty  to  say  this  much  in 
defence  of  the  measures  taken  by  the  late  and  pre- 
sent Administrations  to  brJnflr  this  controversy  to  a 
final  settlement,  and  he  would  now  add  a  few  words 
as  to  the  aspect  which  it  had  at  present  assumed. 
Although  the  question  was  one  involving  mterests 
which  were  of  a  local  character,  yet  it  was  not  less 
incumbent  on  the  Federal  Government  to  pro'^ct 
t'jose  interests  than  it  would  be  if  the  immediate  in- 
terests of  all  the  States  were  concerned.  It  was  de- 
manded as  well  by  a  proper  regard  to  our  national 
honor,  as  by  the  most  solemn  obligations  of  the  Fe- 
deral ccmpact  itself.  If  the  arrogant  assumptions 
of  Greai  Britain,  lately  set  up  by  some  of  her  pub- 
lic ofiicers,  were  persevered  in,  he  did  not  hesitate 
to  declare  that  they  should  be  met  by  the  slronges 
measures  of  resistance.  If  ahe  shall  attempt  to  car- 
ry into  eHect,  by  military  occupat  cy,  her  claim  to 
exclusive  jurisdiction  over  the  disputed  territory  in 
Maine,  anxious  as  he  knew  his  constituents  were 
for  the  preservation  of  the  peace  of  the  conntry,  yet 
ye  felt  the  utmost  confidence  that  they  would  ha 


ready  to  unite  in  supporting  the  Govemmcatinthi 
most  vigorous  measures  to  drive  the  ifgrwon 
from  her  soil. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  said  he  wonld  enly  ask  tlM8^ 
nator,  since  he  had  spoken  of  censare  in.  regaM  to 
the  present  Administration,  could  he  tell  of  one  ia. 
dividual  step  taken  in  this  negoUatioo  since  ihelaa 
session  of  Congres&l 

Mr.  BROWN  said  the  Adminisuation  bad  lakes 
no  step,  for  (he  very  obvious  reason  that  Great  Bri- 
tain  had  declined  further  negotiation,  and  therefore 
no  step  could  be  taken,  unless  it  was  that  of  vo. 
Mr.  WALKER  said  he  trusted  that  the  qtieitioa 
of  party  would  not  be  introduced  into  this  diseta- 
sion,  but  as  it  related  to  the  welfare  of  onroommoa 
country,  we  should  treat  it  a  manner  beooouag. 
American  Senators.  If  there  must  be  a  cootest 
with  a  foreign  power,  he  trusted  that,  instead  of 
finding  fault  w:th  what  had  been  done,  they  voqU 
endeavor  to  be  unanimous  in  both  Houses  ofCaa- 
gress,  and  that  there  would  be  no  divisioa  of  the 
people  of  the  United  States. 

Without,  therefore,  entering  into  the  diseoaioa  ' 
at  all  on  what  ought  to  have  been  done  bj  the  Ad- 
ministration, there  was  one  thing  in  which  Mr.  W. 
most  heartily  concnited  with  the  Seaator  ftwa 
Massachusett«:  that  the  time  was  soon  to  coim 
when  a  power  here  ought  to  be  assumed  to  setde 
this  question,  as  Great  Britain  had  declined  ftnlha 
negotiation  as  to  the  anly  point  really  at  issoe, 
which  was  to  ascertain  what  was  the  boundary  of 
the  treaty  of  1783.  Then  have  we  not,  said  Mr. 
W.  already  avowed  what  must  be  the  eofe- 
quences,  when  we  asserted  the  right  of  Maine  to 
this  territory  by  the  unanimous  voice  of  the  Cob- 
gress  of  the  country?  And'  it  becomes  as  now  to 
declare  that,  if  Great  Britain  will  not  negotiate 
on  paper,  it  is  our  duty  to  negotiate  from  the  momki 
of  our  cannon,  and  by  the  aut)iority  of  the  tio 
Houses  of  Congress. 

In  regard  to  the  withdrawal  of  the  troops  fh« 
this  territory,  it  is  precisely  what  Great  Bcitaiade. 
sires,  for  thus  Maine  will  be  kept  out  of  thiieovB. 
try,  and,  so  long  as  that  ia  the  case,  Great  Biiiaia 
will  not  negotiate.  But  if  Maine  continne  in  a^ 
tual  possession,  as  I  trust  she  will,  then  Qieat  Bo- 
tain  will  be  compelled  to  negotiate,  or  detenuBi 
whether  she  will  yield  or  assert  her  right  to  a  por- 
tion of  one  of  the  States  of  this  Union  by  fone  of 
arms. 

Sir,  I  hope  this  will  be  no  party  question,  hot  ck 
which  will  command  the  power,  and  resalt  ia  ihi 
honor  of  the  whole  country. ' 

Mr.  WILLIAMS  of  Maine  said  he  was  ham 
to  say  that  the  rumor  which  had  alarmed  the  8e 
nate  a  few  minutes  before  was  without  foondatioB. 
But  Mr.  W.  would  not  now  have  risen  bot  for  the 
remarks  of  'h<»  .Senator  from  South  Carolina,  [Mr. 
Preston,]  whoaenned  to  suppose  that  this  aiflinc^ 
ment  (of  Messrs.  Fox  and  Forsyth)  wonld  be  st»fi- 
cieuL  Mr.  W.  now  read  and  commented  ob  tb- 
rious  parts  of  this  arrangement,  and  caoae  to  ^ 
conclusion  that,  after  Maine  bhould  have  witbdiawa 
her  troops,  she  would  not  be  anthoiiaed  by  the» 
rangement  to  remove  trespassers  from  thediqM 
territory,  which  was  a  right  that  she  wo^MnoilX 
likely  to  surrender. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  said  he  did  no\  think  this  w 
an  occasion  to  look  at  the  past,  or  to  dedare  what 
ought  to  have  been  done.  But  thore  were  ivotf 
three  propoeition$  on  which  all  would'  agiM,  m 
one  was,  that  a  war  between  this  countiy  and  Gnl 
Britain  wonld  be  among  the  greatest  calamities  ttf 
could  befall  either  us  or  them,  or  the  civilised  v» 
The  next  was,  that  it  ought  to  be  avoided  if  p«» 
ble.  And  the  third  wa&,  that,  if  it  must  coMi> 
should  come  after  full  deiibentuon,  and  a  wiSam 
exercise  of  judgment,  both  as  to  the  time  sad  ai«» 
the  consequence?. 

And  now,  what  was  our  conditionl  ^^•JJJ 
on  the  very  edge  of  a  war;  and  how  sheold  mj 
remove  the  present  difficnliyl  If  Mr.  0. JH^t)^* 
press  an  opinion,  he  would  say  that  the  Enenlif^ 
whatever  diflferences  of  «eentiment  might  ^f^ 
tained  in  regard  to  proceedings  hereCofoie^aid|ii^ 
emergency,  manifested  great  jndgmentygltftfg; 
dence,  and  great  ^gacity.  Mr.  C.  <fid  MlttP[ 
this  arrangement  ceuld  he  pormaaent}  M  il  ^f^ 


Uiar.  18S9. 


APPENDIX  TO  THE  CONGRESSIONAL  6tOBE« 


S61 


5th  Cohg«— 3d  Sbs8, 


The  Maine  Controversy — Mr.  JSiddle. 


H.  ot  Rei*8. 


get  them  put  of  a  condition  in  which  they  mi^ht  be 
eempeHed  to  a  war  wiihoai  being  willing.  Mr.  C. 
believed  that  this  of  itself  would  be  an  advantage; 
for  he  did  not  believe  that  this  coaatry  or  Great 
Britain  desired  a  war.  Bat  he  would  refer  the  whole 
caae  to  the  committee  wiibont  a  single  word  more; 
and  giving  this  arrangement  their  sanction  and 
that  of  the  Senate,  he  trusted*  these  difficulties 
woold  be  bronght  to  a  peaceable  termination,  to 
the  benefit  of  our  conLtry  and  of  the  civilized  world* 

Mr.  RtJQGLES  adduced  farther  evidence  that 
the  rumor  mentioned  in  the  coarse  of  the  debate 
was  unfounded,  and  that  1,800  of  the  troops  of 
Maine  were  on  the'  Aroostook. 

The  message  and  documents  were  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Foreign  Relations,  and  5,000  extra 
co^es  of  them  Were  ordered  to  be  printed. 


REMARKS  OF  MR.  BIDDLE,    - 
Of  Pennsylvania, 

bitkt  Hintse  of  RepreMiUtttweay  JtfarcA  1,  1839— On 
the  subject  of  the  Northeastern  Boundary. 
Mr.  BIDDLE  said  be  fully  concurred  in  the 
sentiment  expressed  by  the  gentleman  from  Mas- 
sachusetts, [Mr.  Adams,]  that  it  was  of  the  atmost 
importance  to  guard  carefully  against  any  false 
movement.  We  occupied  now  a  hgh  vantage 
ground,  from  which  we  ought  not,  if  possible,  to  be 
alinred  or  driven.  The  subject  had  come  upon  us 
rather  unexpectedly  in  its  new  aspect.  The  matter 
of  jun^diction-  is  a  subordinate  one.  With  little 
time  for  examination,  we  are  summoned  to  make 
an  assertion  that  involves  personal  veracity,  and, 
perhaps,  the  peace  and  dignity  of  the  country.  We 
are  asked  to  take  the  burden  of  proving  to  Great 
Britain  and  the  world  that  there  is  no  trace  in  the 
diplomacy  of  the  country  of  aught  to  conntenaace 
the  pretension  set  op  by  the  Lieutenant  GJovernor 
of  New  Brunswick. 

On  the  great  question  of  right  there  cannot  be  a 
doubt.  Mr.  B  said  that,  from  an  early  and  delibe- 
rate examination  of  the  whole  controversy,  he  had 
been  satisfied  that  oar  title  was  perfect  to  the  terri- 
tory in  di.«ipuie,  and  that  England  had  not  a  shadow 
of  just  claim.  So  decided  and  earnest  were  his  con- 
rictions,  that  he  had  long  ago  startled  many  of  his 
constituents  by  adverting  to  the  chances  of  a  war 
OD  XYux  subject. 

England  will  hold  on  to  the  last  moment.  A 
glance  at  the  map  discloses  the  vast  importance  to 
her  of  the  debateable  ground.  It  lies  between  her 
possesjtions  on  the  Atlantic  seacoast  and  the  St. 
uwrence;  and  over  it  is  the  only  route  by  which 
troops  can  be  speedily  passed  from  Halifax  and  St. 
Johns  to  Cluebec.  During  the  late  disturbances  in 
Canada,  the  forces  were  marched  across  this  terri- 
tory without  our  permission,  whereas,  had  it  been 
within  the  undisputed  limits  of  the  United  States, 
they  must  have  either  obtained  our  assent,  or  re- 
sorted to  the  tedious  and  dangerous  passage  by  the 
month  of  the  St.  Lawrence. 

Owing  to  the  delays  attf  ndant  on  the  settlement 
of  (he  principal  question,  there  has  been  imparted 
to  an  incidental  point  a  degree  of  importance  which 
it  did  not  originally  po.si,e8s  or  merit.  I  mean  the 
condition  of  the  disputed  territory  pending  the  ef- 
forts at  adjustment. 

Daring  the  earlier  stages  of  the  negotiation  there 
was  preserved,  with  great  distinctness,  an  under- 
standing that  each  party  should  continue  to  possess 
that  portion  which  was  in  actual  occupancy,  but  do 
nothing  to  extend  or  fortify  its  pretensions  over 
what  lay  in  a  wild  state.  Great  Britain,  however, 
now  aUeg;es  that  an  understanding  has  grown  up, 
in  latter  times,  by  which  the  temporary  guardian- 
ship over  the  whole  region  has  been  imparted  to 
lier  exclusively.  This  point  has  recently  assumed, 
SU8  I  before  remarked,  an  unexpected  importance. 

The  Slate  of  Maine  Alleges  that  trespasses  are 
oommitted  on  the  disputed  territory  by  the  catting 
of  timber,  &c.  and  that  the  British  authorities  are 
not  sufficiently  alert  in  restraining  this  waste.  Her 
Legislature  lately,  in  secret  session,  took  up  the 
subject,  aA<jl  ordered  a  parfy  to  be  despatched  to  ar- 
jrest  trespassers.  The  governor  of  New  Brunswick, 
Sii  John  ^arvey»  deems  thi^  an  invasion  of  the  ex- 
6li|iiv«jatlsditstton'aHe^  to  have  been  transferred 
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ence  of  any  buch  agreement;  arrests  have  been  made 
on  the  one  side  and  the  other,aod  there  have  ensued 
declarations  of  -  a  purpose  to  enforce  these  conflict- 
ing claims  by  arm^. 

It  cannot  but  be  regretted-* if  war  must  come — 
that  our  clear  advantage  in  the  main  and  original 
controversy  should  be  lost  sight  of,  or  obscured  by 
.  the  prominence  suddenly  given  to  a  matter  inci- 
dental, temporary,  and  of  no  engrossing  importance. 
The  President  justly  remarks,  in  his  message: 

**Tlxe  parties  mor6  immediately  intereeted  cannot  but  per* 
ceire  that  an  appeal  to  arms,  under  existing  circuroatancea^  will 
not  only  pro^e  fatal  to  their  present  interests,  but  wnuld  post- 
pone, if  not  defeat,  the  attalnmenCof  the  main  oBncm  which 
tlieyhayein  view." 

Nor  is  it  to  be  forgotten  that  a  war,  wiih  its  bur- 
den of  taxation,  will  not  long  be  carried  on  with 
vigor  and  unanimity  except  on  the  broadest  and 
most  intelligible  grounds.  The  late  war  was  de- 
clared for  injuries  of  a  flagrant  character,  affecting 
particularly  the  Eastern  States;  yet,  owing  to  our 
miserable  dissensions,  we  were  glad  to  accept  the 
treaty  of  Ghent,  w'hich  adjourned  the  question  of 
impressment,  which  gave  up  every  dollar  of  our 
demands  against  England  for  her  long  career  of 
spoliations  upon  our  commerce,  and  which  brought 
upon  us  this  very  curse  of  the  boundary  question. 
In  the  present  state  of  the  world,  too,  a  dtti'.ent  re- 
spect for  iis  judgment  must  be  maintained,  as  well 
as  an  eye  to  the  opinion  which  any  friendly  media- 
tor may  form  of  the  pretexts  for  hostilities.  The 
first  years  of  any  war  between  this  country  and  a 
great  European  power  will  always  be  disastrous  to 
us.  We  never  can  be  fully  prepared  at  the  outset. 
It  is  desirable,  therefore,  that  we  do  not  enter  upon 
it  except  for' such  palpable  wrongs  as  may  warrant 
and  insure  our.  carrying  it  ont,  unflinchingly,  to  any 
extremity. 

1  deprecate,  therefore,  the  getting  up  of  ibis  com- 
paratively immaterial  issue,  more  particularly  as  it 
is  by  no  means  certain  that  we  have  on  it  a  clear 
and  indisputable  case.  On  the  contrary,  it  may  be 
feared  that  a  review  df  the  diplomatic  correspond- 
ence will  fhow  that,  owing  to  great  looseness  and 
remissness  on  our  part,  to  say  the  least,  there  is 
color  for  the  pretension  advanced  by  the  agents  of 
Great  Britain. 

How  does  the  matter  appear,  even  on  a  hasty 
glance  at  the  correspondence? 

In  a  letter  from  Mr  McLane,  Secretary  of  State, 
to  Sir  Charles  Vaughan,  dated  December  2d,  1833, 
he  says:  - 

"It  is  alleged  that  hia  Britannic  Migesty's  offlcera  of  the  Fro- 
▼ince  of  New  Brunswick,  by  the  seisure  and  sale  of  timber  cut 
by  treapaaerson  the  Aroostook,  and  aHerwards  in  the  rightful 
custody  of  the  agent  of  the  State  of  Maasachaselts,  have  been  the 
first  to  violate  the  existing  undemanding.'' 

Here,  it  will  be  seen,  the  very  question  now 
agitated  was  brought  up  mere  than  five  years  ago. 
Mr.  McLane  makes  formal  complaint  that  the 
British  warden  had  taken  out  of  the  hands  of  the 
State  authocitiee  timber  seized  by  the  latter  as 
having  been  cnt  by  trespassers  on  the  Aroostook 
river.  .  To  this  complaint  the  British  Minister  re- 
plied as  follows: 

**Wa8Hinoton,  February  2S,  1834- 

"The  undersigned,  his  Britannic  Majesty's  Envoy  Bxtraordi- 
ftary  and  Minister  Plenipotentiary,  has  the  honor  to  cororauni' 
cale  to  the  Secretary  of  Slate  of  the  United  States  the  explana- 
tion which  be  hss  receired  fVom  the  Lieutenant  Governor  of 
New  firunewiclr.  of  a  transaction  complained  of  by  the  land 
agent  of  Massachuseics  in  a  report  communicated  to  the  nn* 
dersigned  in  a  note  from  Mr.  McLane,  dated  21  si  December 
last. 

"The  complaint  arose  out  of  tha  seicure  of  limt>er  cut  down 
withouiauthority  upon  the  disputed  territory,  and  which,  after 
having  been  seized  in  the  first  instance  by  the  land  aceni  of  Jffas- 
richuseits,  wast)  ken  possession  of  and  sold  by  the  Dritish  agent 
entruiited  with  the  preset  vation  of  the  disputed  territory  on  the 
northeastern  fiontier  of  the  tJnited  States. 

*The  explanation  of  this  transaction  is  contained  in  an  extract 
of  a  letter  to  the  undersigned  from  the  Lieutenant  Governor  of 
New  Brunswick,  and  the  report  of  Mr.  Beck  with,  the  Surveyor 
General  of  that  Province,  which  the  undersigned  has  the  honor 
to  enciote  in  this  note. 

"The  seizure  of  the  timber,  in  the  first  instance,  by  Mr  Cof- 
fin, the  land  agent  of  Maine,  [Manachusetta,]  was  the  exercise 
of  aathoriiy  withm  the  conventional  frontier  of  the  Province  of 
New  Brunswick,  which  could  not  be  admitted  so  long  as  the 
Noitheastern  boundary  of  the  United  States  remains  a  subject 
of  negotiation:  and  it  appears  tliat  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of 
timlMr  unlawfully  cut  down  arc  carried  to  account,  and  the  pos- 
session of  them  will  tM  appropnated  to  the  party  to  which  the 
territory  may  be  adjudged  by  the  settlement  of  the  buutidary 
question. 

"  The  undersigned  trusts  that  the  esplaTiatton  which  he  is 
note  able  to  give  of  this  transaction  will  prove  satisfactory 
to  the  Government  of  the  Unitea  Slates.  * 

"The  undersigned  has  the  honor  to  renew  to  Mr.  McLane 
tbe^fsuraocas  of  his  most  distijuruished  consideration. 

**CHA9.  H,  VAUGHAN. 

**TIW  B9Ai  I«9V14  McUlOt  4«,  d^, 


The  letter  of  the  Lieutenant  Gtovernor  of  New 
BnuMwick,  Sir  Archibald  Campbell,  (the  preift- 
cessorof  Sir  John  Harvey,)  tHas  enclosed  by  Sir 
Charles  Vanghan  to  Mr.  McLane,  is  dated  Fredc- 
rickton,  January  20, 1834,  andxontain^  the  follow- 
ing explanation: 

"Mr.  McLaughlin  was  appoi&ted  to  the  wardenship  of  the 
country  with  the  knowledge  and  concurrence  of  the  President; 
and  it  is  not  conceived,  therefore,  that  auy  fair  ground  of  ob- 
jection can  be  taken  to  his  faitfiftd  performance  of  the  auties 
of  his  qfice  But  this  Government  never  has  admitted,  and 
never  can  admits  the  right  of  any  agent  from  Maine  or  Mas- 
saehusetts  to  exercise  authority  within  ibe  conventional  fron- 
tier of  the  Province  while  its  proper  limits  remain  a  subject  of 
negotiation." 

Mr.  McLane's  reply  to  Sir  Chas.  Vaoghan  is  as 
follows: 

DSPAJtTUBMT  OP  StUTB,  ^ 

Washington,  Blarch  4, 1834. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
note  of  the  28th  ultimo,  furnishing  the  explanation  of  the 
Lientenant  Governor  of  New  Brunswick  of  a  transaction  re- 
ferred to  by  the  land  agent  of  Massachusetts,  m  a  letter  at^- 
dressed  to  his  Excellency  the  Governor  ofthat  Coinmofivreiilih, 
and  subsequently  communicated  to  you  by  this  Department  in 
a  note  dated  the  21  si  of  December  last:  and  to  inform  youthni  ' 
copies  of  your  communication,  together  with  the  documents 
which  accompanied  it,  will,  by  DxascTioN  op  the  PRasiDasT, 
be  transmitted  without  unnecessary  delay  to  the  Executive  of 
the  State  of  Massachusetts. 

I  pray  you  to  accept  the  assurances  of  mv  distinguished 
consideration.  LOUIS  McLANE. 

Right  Hon.  Bit  Chab.  R.  Vadoban,  G.  C.  H. 

Envoy  Extraordinary. 
Is  not  this  prodigiously  strong?  Here  is  a  Utter 
written  five  years  ago  by  the  predecessor  of  Sir  John 
Harney,  appealing  to  a  matter  within  the  personal 
knowledge  of  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
and  broadly  repelling  any  attempt  at  concurrent 
jurisdiction  against  trespassers  on  the  Aroostook 
by  the  American  authorities.  The  President  orders 
the  letter  containing  these  averments  to  be  transmit^ 
ted  without  comment,  it  would  appear,  to  the  local 
authorities  for  their  guidance,  it  is  remarkable 
that  whilst  the  Qovernor  of  Massachusetts  in  No- 
vember, 1833,  is  found  complaining  about  the  pre- 
tensions of  this  warden,  there  appears  no  remon- 
strance tvJbsiquent  to  the  date  of  Mr.  McLane 'j 
letter  transmitting  the  "eiplanatioa"  of  Sir  Archi- 
bald Campbell.  Thus  we  are  on  the  edge  of  a 
war,  in  which  our  manifesto  is  to  state,  as  a  justifi- 
cation to  the  worla,  that  Mr.  Harvey  has  ventured 
to  repeal  what  his  predecessor  not  only  announced, 
but  acUi  upon,  with  circumstances  of  indigniiy  to 
the  State  agents  I  This  unheard  of  pretension  is 
found  not  only  in  the  letter  book  of  his  predeces* 
sor,  but  in  the  archives  of  Maine  and  Massa- 
chusetts, as  placed  there  by  order  of  General  Jack- 
son! 

Let  us  turn,  now,  to  the  memorial  of  the  Com- 
monwealth of  Massachusetts  in  1836,  found 
amongst  the  records  of  this  House,  and  s^e  how  it 
discloses,  in  every  line,  a  distiiict  recognition  of  the 
agreement  as  communicated  to  her  Chief  Magis- 
trate by  Mr.  McLane. 

eDoc.  No.  I9ft) 
Resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Massachusetts 

upon  the  subject  of  the  Northeastern  Territory  of  the 

United  States^  t^Ae  title  to  which  is  still  claimed  by  Or  eat 

Britain. 

GOMMONWRALTR  OP  MaBBAQHUSCTTB, 

Council  Chamber,  Boston,  litaich  18, 183l>. 
Sut:  In  compliance  with  the  requestof  the  Legislature  of  the 
Commonwealth,  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you  a  copy  ot 
a  preamble  and  resolutions  lately  adopted  by  the  Senate  and 
Houaeof  Representatives,  on  the  subjeot  of  the  uoadj listed 
controversy  between  this  country  and  Great  Britain,  relative  to 
the  Northeastern  boundary  of  the  United  States.  1  am  wll 
aware  that  the  great  imporumce  of  this  question,  in  connec  ion 
with  the  rights  and  interests  of  the  people  of  MaatechuAstti*, 
will  give  it  the  strongest  cloim  to  the  attention  of  ttieii  Repre- 
sentatives In  either  House  of  Congress.  In  performing  the 
duty  devolved  upon  me  by  the  requtsst  ofthe  Legislature,  I  beg 
leave  to  subscribe  myself, 

With  high  respoftt,  your  obedient  servant, 

EDWARD  EVERETT. 

COMMONWBALTB  OP  MaSSACHUSBTTB,  A.  D.  1836. 

Jiesolves  concerning  the  Northeastern  territory  of  the 
United  States  claimed  by  Great  Britain. 
Whereas  a  large  tract  of  the  Northeastern  territorv  of  the 
United  Suites,  belonging  in  common  to  the  States  of  Maine  and 
Mdssachuseus,  and  lying  within  the  limits  of  the  former  State, 
has  for  many  years  past,  in  consequence  of  a  clainifrom  Great 
Britain,  been  bttrrsudbrbd  to  the  £zglu»ivb  cu.tody  of  the 
British  Government;  and  whereas  it  appears  irom  the  report 
of  a  committee  appointed  by  the  laslLeJ^ialature  of  this  Com- 
monwealth, to  make  personal  examination  into  the  state  of  our 
public  lands,  that  great  inconveniences  and  gross  abuses  have 
resulted  from  so  valuable  aportion  of  our  domain  being  left 

in  THB  KBBPlMa  OF  AOBMTB  OVBR  WHOM  WB  HAVB  MO  CONtSOL: 

Therefore, 

Resolved  by  the  Senate  and  Bouse  of  Representatives  in 
General  Court  assembled,  That,  in  the  opinion  of  tliis  L^-gis- 
laiare,  it  is  due  to  the  risbts  and  interests  of  Maine  and  fil^assa  ,,. 
chusetts  that  measures  should  be  lalten  by  the  Executive  of  the 

V(ut94  9mvi  w  m9x^  ft  ^p«^  09uleoD«))(  9f  OM*  I9P9  pfo^ 


AyPBlNDtX  TO  THR  COyGBBgSloyAl.,  GL.QBip, 


Mw.  1889. 


25th  Cong****3d  Sb85. 


The  Maine  Controversy — Mr.  Howard. 


H.ofRepg. 


tracted  coutroveny,  so  thai  theM  States  may  b«  reinstated  in 
the  enjoy  meat  of  thai  property  which  wae  ao  long  in  their  un- 
diepuie(l  posseanion.  and  which  is  ao  Indiaputabl;  theirs. 

Raolvtd,  That,  in  case  there  be  a  prOBpeci  of  furiher  una- 
yoiddble  delay  in  the  seutemeBt  of  thia  controversy,  it  ia       ' 


tial  CO  the  ends  of  justice  that  meaaurea  should  be  lalcen  by  the 
.  fixecutiva  of  the  United  States  to  obtain  a  representation  of  the 
interests  and  rig[hts  of  Maine  and  MasBacbuaetts  in  the  ^agency 
and  fuardianahip  of  the  territory  in  question. 
Jlesolvedy  Tiuit  liia  Excellency  the  Oorernor  ia  hereby  re- 

auiaited  to  transmit  a  copy  of  these  resolutions  to  the  Execu- 
veof  ihe  Uuiied  flttaiej^  to  our  Senators  and  Representatives 
in  Congress,  and  to  the  Governor  of  the  Sate  of  Maine. 
In  Senate,  March  I,  1836:  Pasa«l:  ae.nt  down  for  concurrence. 

HORACE  MANN,  President. 
House  of  Representatives.  March  12, 1S36:  Paaaed  in  concur* 
rence.  JULIUS  ROCKWELL,  Speaker. 

Council  Chamber,  March  14, 163G:  Aoproved. 

EDWARD  EVERETT. 
Attest:  JOHN  P   BIGBLOW, 

Secretary  qfthe  Oommonwealth. 

It  wiil  be  seen  lba(  this  ^reat  CommoDweallh 
here  aozioasly  entretits  the  Executive  of  the  United 
Stales. 

1st.  To  brinii;  the  boundary  question  to  a  speedy 
settlement;  and, 

9d.  If  the  settlement  appeareil  remote,  at  least 
to  annnl  the  arrangement  by  which  two  sovereign 
States  had  been  stripped  of  the  **agency  and  guar- 
dianship^* over  their  own  concerns. 

Each  of  these  prayers  has  been  •  disregarded. 
The  latter  seems  never  to  have  gained  a  passing 
notice.  It  is  trae  that  ia  the  course  of  a  r;^mbling 
and  diffuse  correspondence,  high  language  is  occa- 
sionally found  in  the  mouth  of  this  or  that  Secre- 
tary or  Ministei',  but  the  sterh  practical  exercise  of 
authority  by  the  Lieutenant  Goveruor  of  New 
Brunswick  has  gone  on.  He  has  been  willing  to 
release  p-rsons  seized,  on  their  quitting  the  scene  of 
assumed  agency;  but  not  one  dollar  has  ever  been 
received  in  atonement  for  their  seizure,  nor  the 
slightest  disclaimer  of  authority  obtained  frtim 
Great  Britain.  The  present  hot  urgency  to  obtain 
the  **unanimous**  certificate  of  members  of  Con- 
gress that  ia  their  opinion  there  is  no  trace  of  any 
such  agreement  as  Massachusetts  here  refers  to, 
looks  very  like  an  expedient  to  avert  the  odium 
dne  to  long,  gross,  unpardonable  supineness  and 
imbecility,  even  at  the  hazard  of  placing  the  quar- 
rel of  the  country  upon  untenable  poinls. 

The  conduct  of  Maine,  too,  discloses  a  perfect 
knowledge  that  her  hands  bad  been  lied.  Thus, 
on  the  question  whether  she  could  cause  a  survey 
to  be  made,  ihe  claim  is  put  on  this  modest  trround 
in  a  letter  from  the  Governor  lo  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  in  April,  1838: 

**  It  is  the  unquestionable  right  of  litigants  in  a  court  of  jus- 
tice to  maire  explorations  of  land  In  dispute,  and,  if  either  party 
declines  a  joint  survey,  it  maj  be  made  ex  parte;  and  surely 
the  United  States  have  never  so  par  tzeldei)  the  actual  pos- 
session to  Great  Britain  as  to  preclude  the  right,  on  our  (>ar(, 
to  ascertain  for  ourselves  the  absolute  facts,  and  to  mark  out 
the  limits  of  our  claim  and  our  alleged  rights." 

The  (Governor  communicated  his  purpose  to  Sir 
John  Harvey,  who  replied: 

"Of  the  courted  of  your  Excellency's  communication  I  beg 
you  to  believe  that  I  am  perfectly  sensible;  and  when,  in  reply 
thereto,  I  inform  your  Excellency  that  I  shall  not  deem  it  ne- 
ceewry  to  interfere  with  a  mission  whose  operations  shall  be 
coofioed  to  the  purposes  stated  in  your  Exeeliency's  letter, 
namely,  that  of  merely  obtaining  topographical  information,  it 
is  incumbent  upon  me  to  add  that  it  will  be  my  imperative  duty 
not  to  suffer  any  infringement  of  the  poageoaion  aiui  jurisdic' 
tion  which  Great  Britain  luilds  m  the  territory  in  dispute,  until 
the  question  of  right  is  decided." 

The  Governor,  in  making  this  known  to  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  says: 

•'The  answer  of  Sir  John  Harvey,  although  couched  in  cour- 
teous language,  according  with  the  w-  II  known  high  and  honor- 
able character  of  that  officer,  will  ^et  daubHess  command  your 
atteniion  and  deliberato  consideration^  as  expressing,  in 
frank  and  deciiied  language,  the  character  and  extent  of  ius  in- 
structions  relative  to  maintaining  the  jurisdiction  of  (he  dis- 
pu.ted  territery." 

Here,  then,  was  an  appeal  that  might  well  come 
in  aid  of  the  same  object,  when  uiged  upon  the 
Executive  of  the  United  States,  in  the  second  reso- 
lution of  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  in  1836.  Yet 
not  the  slightest  notice  appears  to  have  been  take» 
of  it;  and  thtt  President  now  comes  here,  in  a  flurry, 
affecting  to  treat  the  pretension  as  a  portentous  no- 
veltjr  that  bad  just  dropped  from  the  cIou()s;  and 
we  are  asked  suddenly  to  make  it  an  affair  of  im- 
mediate bloodshed. 

But  it  is  said  that  Mr.  Fox  has  not  consented  to 
spread  out  the  reasons  on  whieb  his  Government 
resii  the  pretension.  And  do  you  expect  a  subtle 
and  acchinpiishcd  diplomatist,  in  a  case  where  de- 
lay is  itself  a  positive  gain,  to  answer  impromptu^ 
and  thus  dispose  of  a  collateral  is^ue  that  may,  by 
dexterous  m«uiagtmW|  last  for  maoy  ^ears?    He 


^s  under  no  obligation  to  point  out  what  stares  you 
in  the  face  in  your  own  records,  if  you  will  take 
the  trouble  to  read  them.  He  will  be  gfad  to  shift 
the  points  of  negotiation.  The  arranrement signed 
by  him  may  enable  the  Briiish  Government  to  tike 
high  ground,  if  our  special  minister  shall  discover 
at  Downing  street,  for  the  first  time,  that  we  have 
been  rather  hasty  in  denouncing  Sir  John  Harvey, 
and  driving  that  functionary  from  his  stand  under 
rather  niortifying  circunutances,  in  the  face  of  the 
disaffected  population  under  his  charge.  Sir,  do 
not  believe  that  we  advance  our  case  by  refusing  lo 
view  the  subject  in  all  ifs  bearings.  Now  is  the 
time  for  ^examination.  When  once  engaged  in 
war  I  will  not  consent  to  Irok  back.  I  shall  go  for 
the  country.  Such  was  my  feeling  in  the  last  war, 
and  will  be  in  the  next.  But  let  us  not  take  our 
ground  rashly,  and  where  the  enemy  might  wish  to 
place  us.  It  is  the  last  degree  of  folly  to  suppose 
that  there  is  any  advantage  in  our  blindly  agreeing 
to  unite  in  a  misstatement  of  the  evidence  which 
can  be  so  instantly  exposed.  A  candid  and  intel- 
ligent people  will  lose  all  faith  in  us  when  our 
blunders  are  pointed  out  by  strangers,  after  we 
have  involved  them  in  a  war  on  false  or  frivolous 
pretexts. 

What,  then,  is  our  course?  To  run  into  a  new 
game  of  diplomacy  about  ^Vjclusive  jurisdiction?" 
To  shed  American  blood  in  an  obscure  and  sense- 
less contest  on  the  Aroostook?  Does  honor  require 
that  we  shall  compel  the  Prestident  to  seek  ont,  dur- 
ing the  vacation,  any  Sir  John  or  Sir  Andrew  who 
may  enter  this  disputed  territory  with  notions  of 
duty  which  we  have  assisted  lo  put  into  his  head, 
and  before  we  have  endeavored  to  obtain,  in  the 
proper  quarter,  a  modification  of  the  arrangement, 
such  as  Massachusetts,  in  1836,  entreated  the  Pre- 
sident to  effect?  I  cannot  think  so.  We  shall  be 
wrong  on  any  such  issue.  We  are  right  on  the 
great  one.  Let  the  President  bring  it  to  a  close. 
If  he  cannot,  let  him  so  report,  and  we  shall  then 
be  ready  for  the  final  appeal  on  broad  principles, 
which  aU  can  understand. 

Mr.  B.  said  that  in  the  course  taken  on  this  oc- 
casion he  had  braved  what  was  most  formidable  to 
any  man  in  public  life— the  peril  of  misrepresenta- 
tion. He  was  well  aware  how  much  easier  and 
clieaper  it  would  have  be^-n  to  run  a  rnce  of  pro- 
leiv^ions  about  patriotism,  t&c.  than  lo  laike  a  course 
which  threw  the  explanation  of  his  conduct  on  an 
appeal  to  reason.  He  felt  strong  enough  in  the 
confidence  of  his  constituents  to  take  the  line  which 
conscience  dictated.  They  were  a  grave  and  quiet 
people,  not  given  to  flourishes;  but  there  was  a 
stern  determination — a  deep-seated  and  vital  prin- 
ciple of  patriotism — on  which  he  could  rely  with 
more  confidence.  It  should  not  be  through  his 
agency  that  they  got  entangled  in  a  rash  and  fool- 
ish war.  He  would  not  commit  them  on  pretexts 
which  their  own  good  sense  and  intelligence  would 
find  out,  alter  a  while,  to  be  hoilow  and  deceptive. 
But  when  the  crisis  came,  he  knew  that  the  apund 
to  battle  would  not  fall  on  cold  or  timid  ears;  he 
knew  that  stout  arms  and  brave  hearts  would  rallv 
from  every  workshop  and  harvest -field*,  that  all 
would  be  ready  to  follow,  to  whatever  distant 
fields,  the  proud  banner  of  their  country. 


SPEECH  OF  MR.  HOWARD, 
Of  Maryland, 
InthtHouae  of  Refrtuniaiivtz,  March  1,  1839— 
On  the  bill  giving  to   the  President  additional 
power  for  the  defence  of  the  United  States,  etc. 
Mr.  HOWARD  said  that  the  remarks  which  had 
fallen  from  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  [Mr. 
Biddle]  required  that  he  should  say  something  in 
reply.    But  before  I  do  so  (said  Mr.  H.)  I  will  ad- 
vert for  a  moment  to  the  amendment  proposed  by 
another  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  [Mr.  Nav- 
LOR,]  which  is  the  question  immediately  before  the 
House.    He  proposes  to  amend  the  first  section  of 
the  bill  by  inserting  the  words,  "or  the  proviucial  au- 
thorities of  Great  Britain."  As  it  no^r stands  it  autho- 
rizes the  President  lo  rciistany  attempt  on  the  pai  i  of 
Great  Britain  to  enforce,  by  arms,  an  exclusive  ju- 
risdiction over  the  contested  territory.    The  effect 
of  Ihe  amendment  is  not  lo  resirict  this  power  iu 
the  President,  nor  do  I  nndeiatand  it  to  be  so  in- 


tended, but  to  define  moFP  precisely  the  eoalifiguk- 
cy  upon  the  happening  of  which  the  power»franu. 
e<J  in  the  subsequent  sections  of  the  bill  are  to  be> 
come  operative.  But  the  provineial  aolborltiesaf 
Great  Britain  cannot  attempt  to  enforce  this  joub- 
diction  by  arms,  without  doing  it  "on  the  pan  of 
Great  Britain;"  and  thus* the  case  provided  for  by 
the  proposed  amendment  is  already  reached  by  the 
words  selected  by  the  committee.  There  appean 
lo  be  no  necessity,  therefore,  for  any  alteraiioQ. 
Tlie  intention  of  the  committee  was,  thai  all  tint 
part  of  the  State  of  Maine  where  the  preseat  dia- 
til  lances  exist,  should  be  protected  Irom  invabioo, 
let  (hat  invasion  come  from  whatever  quarter  it 
might.  As  there  Is  no  prospect  of  any  attiick  ex- 
cept with  a  view  to  sustain  the  jurisdiction  claimed 
on  the  part  of  the  British  Ghsvernment,  the  phrue- 
ology  adopted  by  the  committee  appears  lo  meet 
fully  the  case  under  consideration,  and  I  hope  that 
the  bill  may  be  allowed  to  stand  as  it  is. 

I  have  listened  to  the  speech  of  the  gentleman  from 
Penn5ylvania  [Mr.  Biddle]  with  surpnse  and  regret, 
on  account  of  the  acknowledged  IntelligeDce  of  the 
gentleman,  and  those  lofty  feelings  of  patriotism 
and  national  honor  which  he  is  known  to  eotertaiA. 
His  arguments  have  been  carefully  considered  as 
he  has  presented  them  in  his  remarks,  with  a  view 
to  see  how  far  they  would  justify  the  coneituica  to 
which  he  came.  If  I  understand  his  position,  it 
anQ('Unts  to  this,  and  this  only — that  the  Presideat 
ii  not  justified  in  assuming  the  ground  which  be 
has  taken,  and  that  this  House  would  not  now  be 
justified  in  assuming  the  ground  proposed  by  ll^ 
bill,  because  the  Administration  of  Gen.  Jackson 
permitted  the  question  of  this  boundary  lo  reaaia 
dormant,  and  thereby  gave  color  to  the  pretensions 
now-advanced  by  Great  Britain.  This  is  the  ex- 
tent of  the  argument.  Is  it  not?  If  I  mistake  it,  I 
beg  the  gentleman  to  correct  me.  Let  us  examine 
it.  There  are  two  points  involved  in  it.  Flist^ 
the  historical  fact,  as  to  the  course  of  Gen..  Jack- 
son's administration;  and  secondly,  the  iofeieocea 
which  can  with  propriety  be  drawn  from  that 
Course.  To  sustajn  the  first  ground,  a  formal  ar- 
gunient  of  a^ntlemau  from  Maine  [Mr.  Etuis] 
was  pressed  mto  tlie  service  in  order  to  show  that 
the  claim  of  the  British  Government  was  acquiesced 
in,  or  not  strenuously  resisted,  by  General  Jack- 
son. I^utthat  5ame  gentleman  from  Maine  has, 
within  a  few  hours  past,  addressed  the  House  upon 
this  very  point,  and  gone  into  a  minute  examina- 
tion of  all  the  coirespondence  which  has  ever  taken 
place  between  the  two  Governments  on  the  snb- 
ject,  the  result  of  which  is,  that  no  Govemmeals 
on  the  subject,  the  result  of  wbich  is,  that  no  war- 
rant can  be  found,  in  any  part  of  that  correspon- 
dence, for  the  present  inadmissible  claim  of  Gmt 
Britain.  "That  gentleman  [Mr.  Evins]  has  refer- 
red to  his  argument,  and  explained  it.  Is  ht  not 
able  to  understand  his  own  aiigoment?  No  one 
who  hears  him  speak  will  deny  to  him  the  powtr 
of  understanding  the  arguments  of  others,  and  it 
would  be  strange  indeed  if  he  could  not  uodersuoid 
his  own.  That  alignment  was  made  upoa  anodia 
question,  and  yet  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania 
'  applies  detached  parts  of  it  to  the  one  under  debate^ 
when  the  author  himself  does  not  think  proper » 
to  use  it.  Again:  the  gentleijaaa  from  Pennsy^ 
vania  [Mr.  Biddle]  refers  to  some  document  eioa- 
nating  from  the  Legislature  of  Massachuseus,  aai 
transfers  some  of  the  positions  taken  therein,  ad<^* 
ed  without  sufficient  means  of  investigation,  lo  la 
argument  in  a  case  where  we  can  survey  the  entin 
ground.  We  have  before  us  the  entire  correepoa^ 
dence  of  the  two  Governments.  Heretofore  itm 
apprehended  that  a  portion  of  it  was  kepi  ba^uil 
in  the  part  so  retained  it  waa  feared  that  our  (2^ 
vernnient  had  admitted  the  British  claim  to  eielt- 
si  ve  jurisdiction.  But  we  now  know  that  no  nek 
admission  was  ever  made,  and  what  we  now  know 
the  British  Government  has  known  all  aliuc> 
There  is,  therefore,  nothing  in  the  decumenlaiy 
history  of  this  affair  upon  which  the  preteasioa  at 
the  Lieutenant  Governor  of  I^ew  Brunswick  en 
test. 

But,  let  us  sjippt>ser  that  the  arguoieAt  of  the  go* 
t}eman  (rem  Pennsylvania  is  correct,  and  iWAt 
AdminiMjration  of  General  Jacksoa  is  to  blane. 

[Mr.  BioDLE  asked  leave  to  ex^^laiai   T^fSt 
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UemaA  from  Marjlaod  (said  he)  knows  t^^yitl  ex* 
pressJy  disclaimed  any  parU«olar  refereiMMaiihcr 
to  the  A(imini&ira{ion  of  General  Jackson  er^Mr. 
Adams,  in  this  matter.  I  said  that  that  waacqaes- 
tion  which  I  could  not  raise  with  any  foroign  Gk>- 
vernment,  and  that  the  simple  qnsstion  waa^  what 
vas  the  langoage  which  had  heen  held  oat  i^  any 
Administration?  Had  it  been  such  as  to  IfNbd  the 
Qorernment  of  Qreat  Britain  to  believe  that  this 
right  was  conceded;  and,  if  so,  was  it  profMitto  go 
to  war  to  set  that  matter  right?  I  said  tha^  iS  we 
believed  we  had,  in  any  way,  misled  thw British 
Ghjvernment  in  this  respect,  it  was  a  fair  maHtf  of 
negotiation,  just  as  much  as  the  original  q^Mstion 
itself.  The  gentleman  knows  that,  throughoui  this 
whole  debate,  I  have  spurned  from  me  any/'  thing 
like  party  feeling.  I  spoke  merely  with  rikerence 
to  the  mode  in  which  we  should  set  the.  matter 
right.] 

M^.  Howard  resumed.      I  have  no  desirei  Mr. 
Speaker,  to  create  any  fahie  issue  between  ibQ.  gen- 
tleman from  Pennsylvania 'and  myself.      Iiaw  en* 
deavorinc;  to  meet  his  argument  fairly,  as  itijswiih 
the  lo^ic  of  his  j-peech  ihat  1  wi<«h  to  d^al.      When 
v«  loach  a  qiie>tioa  involving  the  honor,  of  the 
coantry,  I  am  sure  the  gentleman  from  Pennsyl- 
vania would  be  one  of  the  fiist  to  spring  fofipiard  in 
defence  of  that  honor.     I  do  not  believe  that  we 
ha,ve,  in  any  way,  misled  the  Britihh  Goverament. 
Tbedjcumeots  are  all  before  us,  and  whefe  can 
any  rea^oa  for  such  an   opinion  be  found7>      It  is 
possible  that  the  British  Government    may  have 
mifcoasti  ucd  the  action  of  ours  in  the  Ma4awaska 
case,  and  supposed  that  becau3e  they  vrem  permit- 
ted to  ezercise  jurisdiction  in  that  settlemMTi  there- 
fore  they  could  claim  it  upon  the  baaitift  of  the 
Aroosiuok.    But  the  Madawaska  sattlr«vent  was 
made  by  emigrants  from  Nova  Scotia  befor«  the 
American  Revolution,  and,  as  far  as  I  kaow,  there 
>  has  been  an  uninterrupted  jurisdiction  ever  since  by 
the  British  authorities.    The  course  pursoed  by  the 
United  Stales  Government  in  that  case  wffe<atricily 
in  conformity  with  its  present  course;  and^  if  the 
British  Government  has  confounded  the. two  cases 
it  is  its  own  error.      The  Massachusetts  document 
does  not  seem  to  be  aware  of  th«  diflecent  results 
which  wc'uUl  be  produced  by  Bpplying;the  same 
principle,  that  of  wi  po$ndtiit,  to  the  fa^  relative 
to  the  Madawaska  and  Aroostook  settlements.  But 
the  British  Governmenihad  means  of  iaformation 
which  the  Legislature   of  Massachusetts  had  not, 
because  not  only  the  entire  correspondence,  tmt 
also   the  reports  of  the  conferences  between  the 
ministers  of  the  two  Governments,  must  have  been 
before  it.     There  is  nothing  upon  record,  in  my 
opinion,  which  will  show  that  our  docUrioe  or  laik- 
gaage  has  ever  been  inconsistent  with.. the  position 
now  assumed  by  the  Secretary  of  Stat««      To  re- 
Caro,  however,  to  the  argument  of  th«r  gentleman 
from  Pennsylvania  [Mr.  Bidolb.]      I-^till  under- 
stand him  tu  maintain  that,  if  the  Briysh  Govern- 
ment bad  any  foundation  for  the  be|i«f  that  this 
qaestion  of  exclusive  jurisdiction  was  ^eoDceded,  the 
Hoaseoo^ht  not  now  to  pass  the  hill  under  conside- 
xatioh.'  To  this  argument  I  wish  toxeply. 

iVhat  will  b^  the  position  of  the  question,  if  the 
House  should  refu.^e  to  pass  the  bili?  Will  nego- 
tiation ensue?  It  will  not.  There  is.neither  time, 
nor  opportunity,  nor  disposition  to  .Mgptiate  onder 
Sir  John  Harvey^s  menace  of  inni^Qn*  We  are 
told  by  the  President  (who  has,  taken  his  stand 
firmly  and  decisively)  that  if  the,in«asion  of  the 
State  of  Maine  is  persisted  in,  he  will  consider  the 
case  as  coming  within  the  scopevofc  his  power  to 
briDg^  the  forces  of  the  General  Gojemment  to  her 
aid.  After  this  public  annunciation -of  his  opinion, 
even  if  he  were  disposed  to  recede  irom  his  ground, 
he  cannot.  There  is  not,  howaver,  theslighteit 
reason  to  suppose  that  any  circumsiances  would 
indnce'him  to  change  a  position,  not  only  maturely 
examined,  but  intrinsically  correct.  Refuse  to  pass 
tbts  bill  then,  and  where  are  yon,  and  where  is. the 
country?  Should  Sir  John  Harvey  proceed  to  exe- 
»oie  his  threat  of  attacking  the  troops  of  Maine 
ipoa  the  banks  of  the  Aroostook,  it  will  be  the 
li|iy.  as  it  is  within  the  power,  of  the  President  to 
^1  out  the  militia.  WhajL^ays  the  Constitution  of 
b^  TTnited  States,  and  wha^^ay.jLhe  UwSialready  in 
jcisiie^ce?  .the  Constitotioa  says^ 


**CoDgreM  »hall  hav«  power  to  provide  Ibrcailiiig  forth  the 
qniliUa  to  execute  the  laws  of  the  Union,  •uppreminsunnctions^ 
Sndi^l  inTuions.'* 

In  virtue  of  this  power,  Congress  has  passed  this 
)aw,  1795,  diap.  377: 

*^WIiSn«Ter  Uio  United  8t«e«  shall  \m  Inraded,  or  be  iti  tmmi- 
ttem  danger  of  in  vMkm,  from  anf  foroicn  naiioo  or  Indian  tribes 
it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  President  of  the  United  States  to  call 
forth  stich  number  of  the  milkia  of  the  State  or  States  most 
conrenienttotho  plaea  of  danger  or  eoens  of  action  as  be  may 
jndgnnecasaary  to  repel  snsh  invssion,  and  to  issue  his  ordeM 
for  that  purpose  to  such  officer  or  officers  of  the  militia  as  he 
shall  thinic  proper." 

This  power  the  President  says  he  means  to  exer- 
cise. Pass  no  law,  then,  make  no  appropriation  of 
money,  ndjoum,  and  leave  the  President  to  his 
Executive  power,  unassisted  by  any  further  legts- 
lation;  let  the  Representatives  of  the  American  peo- 
ple refuse  to  sustain  the  Chief  Maffistraie  ill  the 
lofty  ground  which  he  has  taken,  and  what  will  be 
the  consequence?  You  send  him  into  the  field  with 
the  militia  which  he  has  avowed  his  determination 
to  call  out,  crippled  by  your  refusal  to  aid  him  in 
the  !ttruggle  which  every  consideration  of  national 
honor  calls  upon  him  to  make-*-crippled,  hot  not 
entirely  disabled.  He  will  call  upon  the  militia  of 
Maine,  New  Hampshire,  and  Massachusetts,  to 
carry  the  national  flag  to  the  invaded  frontier.  He 
will  use  all  his  power,  defective  as  it  is  without 
your  support,  to  vindicate  the  rights  and  honor  of 
the  nation;  and,  if  he  fail  to  do  so,  it  will  be  because 
yon  have  refused  to  assist  him?  Do  yon  desire  this? 
Does  the  gentleman  fiom  Pennsylvania  desire  it? 
You  may  deny  the  appropriation  if  you  choose,  and 
what  then?  The  President  will  appeal  to  the  pa- 
triotism of  those  States  from  which  the  militia  will 
be  called  out,  and  say  to  them:  *'Tbe  Representa- 
tives of  the  people  of  the  United  States  have  re- 
fused to  give  a  dollar  to  enable  me  to  discharge  my 
high  duty.  But  no  matter;  call  your  militia  out, 
aiHl  raise  the  funds  upon  your  State  credit  to  pay 
them,  and  we  will  appeal  hereaAer  to  Congress  for 
your  reimbursement."  Will  they  not  do  it?  The 
inembent  from  those  State  can  answer  the  ques- 
tion. I  see  it  answered  by  their  expressive  counte- 
nances. YoQ  may  leave  that  portion  of  the  coun- 
try to  its  fate,  turning  away  with  cold  indifference; 
but,  when  the  hour  of  trial  comes,  the  people  there 
will  not  shrink  from  their  duty. 

What,  then,  will  you  gain  by  refusing  to  pa.«8 
this  bill?  Yo«  cannot  negotiate.  The  case  is  not 
ftt  for  it.  A  high  officer  of  the  British  Govern- 
ment has  avowed  hit  determination  to  invade  a 
psrt  of  the  country  which  we  all  believe  to  be 
rightfully  under  the  jurisdiction  of  Maine.  Will 
you  permit  the  invasion  to  go  on,  and  the  territory 
to  be  occupied  by  a  hostile  force,  and  then  begin 
yenr  negotiation  for  its  removal?  All  that  can-  be 
done  in  the  way  of  negotiation  haa  already  been 
done  by  the  Secretary  of  State  and  the  British 
minister.  But  the  latter  says  he  has  no  power  ever 
Sir  John  Harvey.  With  whom,  then,  could  you 
negotiate  if  you  were  inclined  so  to  do?  The  Bri- 
tish Ghovernment  is  3,000  milm  off,  an<l  the  ques- 
tion of  invasion  will  be  decided  one  way  or  the 
other  before  y-.  u  could  hear  from  the  other  side  of 
|he  Atlantic.  This  state  of  things  is  not  brought 
ai)out  by  any  fault  of  ours.  We  gave  the  British 
Government  no  reason,  fur  issuing  soeh  orders  lo 
,the  Lieutenant  Governor  of  New  Brantwiek,  if  it 
idid. issue  them.  The  alternative  of  reeisling,  or 
isubmilting  to,  an  invasion,  is  foned  upoti  us, 
{^bojly  against  our  will,  and  we  have  but  one 
course  .to  pursue.  Let  tis  lake  our  stand  by  the 
'side  of  the  President,  and  leave  the  consequeiicesio 
ihose  who  have  brought  on  the  crisis  so  hastily  that 
we  have  scarcely  time  enough  to  do  more  than  fol- 
low the  natural  instinct  of  self-defence.  I  trust; 
I  most  earnestly,  that  we  shall  yet  be  able  to  pre^^' 
if:erve  pniec;.hat  it  is  not  to  be  preserved  by  indeei- 
|ive  measuBTs;  The  United  States  is  not  an  anta* 
^onisterith' which  any  nation  is 'desirous  to  court  a 
war^  nor  will  anyofikBer-ofitfae  British  «Goveniment 
ligjhtly  ^DOoiiaterihaTesppRsibiiity  of  placing  the 
two  natiens  .in  an  auitude  of  hostility  to  eadi  other. 
If  the  invasion  gesB  on;  and  ihe  President  snm- 
mona  forth«the  nUHtia  to  repe>  it,  there  i!>,  at  once, 
a  state  of  war,  for  war  can  be>  waeed  by  militia. 
I  hope  for  peace.  As  Ion;;  as  it  can  be  preserved 
with  honor,  let  u$  cherish  it.  But  peace  i!<«  some- 
times lost  through  an  over-anxiety  to  maintain  it. 
\wt  am  on  the  defensive,  and  therefore  can,  with 


.  nropriety^  insist  upon  ottr  rights.  The  people  of 
tiie  State  /romwhich  I  codoe  hare  no  other  interest 
ih  this  boundary  question  than  that  which  beloofii's 
to  them  as  members  of  the  Union,  and  probably  no 
other  part  of  the  eountry  would  suffer  more  ineon- 
venience  fhim  hostilities  if  they'  should  finally  be 
(breed  upon  us.  But,  I  much  mistake  their  cha- 
meter,  if  they  are  not  always  prepaced  to  bear  their 
fbll  ahare  of  aH  consequences  which  may  follow 
fVom  the  maintenance  of  the  rights  and  honor  of 
the  United  States. 

The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  has  called 
this^  a  **new  issue,*'  and  deprecates  putting  the 
boundary  question  upon  any  new  issue.  1,  for  one, 
do  not  wish  to  avoid  that  new  issne,  because  the 
question  upon  our  side  is  so  clear  that  the  people 
can  at  once  uhdeistand  it.  The  boundary  question 
ie  clear  enough  aAer  being  studied;  but  you  mu^t 
have  maps  and  books  and  documents,  to  compre- 
hend it.  The  arguments  used  by  both  parties  be- 
fore the  King  of  the  Netherlands  fi'll  a  large  folio 
volume*.  It  is  true  that  th«»ir  essence  can  be  com- 
pressed into  a  much  spaller  space;  but  with  ail 
this  condensation,  how  much  more  simple  and  in- 
telligible is  this  **new  issue"  wbieh  is  deprecated? 
In  five  minutes  any  man  of  the  most  ordinary  in*<< 
tellectoal  powers  can  understand  iL  In  fact,  it  is 
raiher  felt  than  understood  by  argument.  The 
atatement  of  the  case  is  enough.  You  have  only 
to  go  to  a  householder,  whether  he  resides  in  a 
costly  mansion  in  one  of  your  large  cities,  or  a 
plainer  dwelling  in  a  valley  of  the  mountains,  and 
tell  him  this:  '*  Yen  and  your  family  have  been  liv- 
ing in  this  honte  for  thirty  ytavs.  One  of  your 
neighbors  claims  your  land;  and,  without  waiting 
for  the  ease  to  be  decided,  is  coming,  with  the  bay- 
onet, to  drive  yon  out  into  the  street  or  the  woods. 
What  will  you  diA^*  The  answer  would  be,  in  the 
language  of  this  bill — arm  and  resistt  Force  shall  ' 
resist  force.  Sir,  every  man  in  the  country  can 
undentand  thia  new  issue.  There  is  no  arguiacttt 
necessary  to  explain  it.  If  we  take  our  stand 
upon  it,  it  is  impossible  that  we  should  go  wrong* 

But  it  is  said  that  the  passage  of  this'  bill  is  un- 
necessary, because  the  LieutenaiK  Governor  of 
New.Brnnswick  must  have  misvnderstood  his  or- 
ders. I  hope  he  has.  Perhaps  it  is  so.  But,  at 
best,  it  is  only  a  chance  that  he  has,  and'  another 
chance  that  he  will  think  so.  And  are  we  to  esti- 
ipate  chances  in  micb  a  prospectiye  legislation  as 
that  now  before  us?  What  are  the  chances?  two 
to  one^-three  to  one-^or  four  to  one?  And  a  Her 
we  settle  this  calculation,  we  have  to  decide  what 
ratio  would  justify  us  in  omitting  to  provide  for  the 
defence  of  the  country.  What  are  the  facts  upon 
which  the  calculation  of  chances  is  to  be  founded?  ^ 
An  Intelligent  British  ofllccr,  high  in  (he  confidence 
of  his  Government,  asserts  that  hie  orders  are  plain 
and  peremptory.  Is  he  able  tocomprehend  his  orders? 
And,  if  so,  has  he  firmness  to  execute  them? 
Gentlemen  must  calculate  these  chances  as  they 
choobe;  I  can -furnish  them  with  no  data.  But 
then,  it  is  said  that  he  will  yield  to  the  poweirful  in- 
terference of  the  British  Minister  at  Washitigton. 
No  doubt  that  influence  will  receive,  as  it  merits, 
great  and  careful  consideratioa.  -  But  his  orders 
from  his  Government  are  before  his  eyes,  and,  af- 
ter all,  it  is  a  chance  whether  he  may  not  prefer  to 
abide  by  what  he  believes  to  be  their  import.  Has 
ble  that  the  Lieutenant  Governor  of^  New  Brans 
wick  may  have  read  bis  orders  aright?  And  if 
there  be  a  possibility  of  it,  it  is*  enough  for  us. 
We  are  doing  aothing  offensive  in  thia  bill.  It 
cannot  be  too  frequently  repeated  that  (its  character 
is  wholly  defensive. 

But  it  i»  aslPed  what  necessity  is  there  for  the  first 
section  of  this  hHI,  if  the  Pre9ident  has  already  the 
power  to  call  out  the  militia,  incase  of  invasion, 
under  the  act  of  17967  The  question  is  easily  an* 
sweved.'  It  is  to  reinforce  the  authority  of  the  Ex- 
ecutive branch  of  the  Qofemaentby  showing  that, 
in  the  opinion  of  the  Legklative  branch  also,  a  case 
of  invasion,  under  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States^  would  ariee,  if  the  movement  of  Sir  John 
Harvey  is  carried  on/  It  is  to  shoii^  that  u]K>n  this 
point  the  American  Government  is  a  unit,  prepared 
to  act  "With  all  the  power  which  the  people  of  the 
United  8tat<*s  have  put  into  its  hands.  And  here 
let  me  saj  that,  at  the  proper  time^  1  shall  more  19 
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fill  up  the  blank  in  the  appropriatinff  claase,  under 
the  instructions  of  the  committee,  with  th6  sum  of 
ten  millions  of  dollars. 

I  am  aware  that  much  objection  exists  to  the  se- 
cond section  of  this  bill,  which  proposes  to  raise  ^ 
twenty  regiments  of  regular  troops,  if  the  contin- 
gency proWded  for  in  the  first  section  shall  happen. 
After  stating  the  reasons  which  indaced  the  commit- 
tee to  recommend  this  measure,  it  will  be  for  the 
House  to  judge  of  its  expediency.  The  bill,  it  will 
be  perceived,  contemplates  an  early  call  of  Congress 
by  the  President,  in  case  the  border  difficulties  .in- 
crease. There  is  an  express  provision  to  this  effect; 
and,  indeed,  without  it  it  is  scarcely  to  be  supposed 
that  the  President  would  willingly  encounter  the 
very  serious  troubles  that  would  beset  him,  without 
calling  the  legislative  power  to  his  aid.  But  the  case 
is  expressly  provided  for.  Should  the  emergency 
arise,  and  a  new  Congress  be  convened,  one  of  the 
first  measures  which  it  would  adopt,  in  the  opinion 
of  the  committee,  would  be  the  passage  of  a  bill  just 
like  this  s^coud  section.  If  a  collision  should  en- 
sue between  the  United  States  and  Great  Britain, 
the  severity  of  the  struggle  is  too  apparent  to  be 
overlooked  for  a  moment.  The  war  would  not  be 
like  the  last. 

There  are  now  hovering  over  our  frontiers  from 
fifteen  to  eighteen  thousand  regular  troops,  the 
choicest  of  the  British  army.  Whether  all  this 
force  is  brought  there  to  quell  the  Canadian  revolt, 
or  to  bear  upon  the  settlement  of  the  boundary 
question,  it  is  impossible  to  say.  But  there  they 
are  reported  to  be.  The  line  between  us  and  Ca- 
nada will  become  the  field  of  battles,  not  of  two  or 
three  thousand  men  on  each  side,  but  of  five  or  ten 
times  that  number.  The  military  power  of  Great 
BritAin  will  be  concentrated  to  one  spot,  and  we 
must  prepare,  in  case  of  need,  to  meet  it  efiectively. 
Regular  troops  must  be  resorted  to,  and  the  sooner 
the  better.  It  is  cruel  and  unwise  to  march  militia 
alone  into  the  field  for  a  campaign  against  regular 
troops.  As  auxiliaries  we  must  always  rely  upon 
them;  but  we  oaght  to  have  in  the  field  an  equal 
number  of  regular  troops  with  our  adversary,  man 
for  man.  If  the  contingency  shall  happen,  upon 
which  this  bill  is  to  become  efiective,  and  a  special 
session  of  Congress  shall  be  convoked,  the  time 
which  intervenes  between  the  summons  and  the 
meeting  can  be  advantageously  employed  by  the 
Secretary  of  War  in  filling  up  the  ranks  of  the  re- 
giments by  recruiting  with  the  money  which  you 
are  asked  to  place  at  the  disposal  of  the  President. 
But  still,  if  any  other  species  of  force  shaltbe  more 
acceptable  to  the  House  than  that  suggested  by  the 
committee^  I  will  yield  to  their  judgment.  As  to 
the  opinion  expressed  by  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania,  [Mr.  Biddlb,]  that  this  is  meant  as 
a  threat  and  bravado  on  the^part  of  the  committee, 
1  utterly  disclaim  any  such  view. 

[Mr.  BiDOLB  asked  leave  to  explain.  I  certain- 
ly, said  he,  had  not  the  slightest  idea  of  applying 
such  an  expression  to  the  course  of  the  honorable 
gentleman  from  Maryland  [Mr.  Howard]  or  the 
committee  of  which  he  is  chairman,  or  of  imputing 
to  them  the  calculation  that,  by  taking  an  apparent 
stand,  we  might  produce  an  impression  on  the  Bri- 
tish Government  which  might  probably  compel  it 
to  make  a  closer  and  a  more  ppeedy  examination 
into  this  subjec^t.  I  do  not  believe  that  such  re- 
sults would  follow*,  and  I  do  not  wish  therefore, 
that  we  should  seem  to  occupy  a  position  which 
would  deprive  u^  of  the  high  vantage-ground 
which  we'  now  possess.  I  concur  in  the  views 
taken  by  the  President,  (whose  whole  course  in 
this  matter  meets  my  enHre  approbation,)  that  it 
would  be  deeply  to^be  deplored  that,  on  a  question 
of  a  mere  temporary  character,  we  should  be 
drawn  into  a  war,  and  thus  disturb  the  other  great 
qoesiion  which  remains  to  be  adjusted.  It  is  to 
carry  out  the  policy  of  the  President— to  prevent 
the  question  aKsumioi;  this  character — to  prevent 
irs  turoin?  on  an  inoidantal  point,  that  I  would 
wish  thar  wp  shouM  maintain  our  stand  on  that 
where  we  are  indisputably  right,  and  thus  avoid 
bei»^  placed  in  a  position  which  probably  could 
notbti  rendered  eas'ly  iniHIiffible  to  the  country 
an<i  to  the  world.  This  report  seems  to  me  to 
pledge  the  country  to  go  to  war  on  this  point;  that 
is  .to  aay,  if  our  people  are  driven  out  of  this 
tenitoiy,  the  PreaJteBt  8h»ll  Aot  laake  it  the  rob- 


ject  of  negotiation  as  heretofore,  or  give  notice  to 
the  British  Government  to  disclaim  the  act,  but 
shall,  at  once,  employ  the  military  in  a  war.  This 
would  produce  a  state  of  things  which  I  believe 
both  Govemmenis  are  anxious  to  avoid.  I  wish 
the  action  of  the  House  to  be  such  as .  that  the 
country  shall  not  go  to  war  upon  this  present  inci- 
dental question,  as  a  substantive  ground  of  defence 
— that  we  should  not  make  tktd  the  subject  of  4nili* 
tary  operations.] 

Mr.  Howian  resumed.    We  have  had  a  proof 
to-day  that  the  debates  which  take  place  here  are 
recorded  and  referred  to  even  by  high  authority.    I 
wish,  therefore,  to  say   that  it  becomes  these  two 
Governments  to  speak  to  each  other  in  the  plain 
language  of  sincerity,  such  as  one  high-minded 
gentleman    would   use  to  another.    That  is  the 
ground  upon  which  I  with  to  put  this  bill.    There 
is  no  threat  meant.    The  nation  which  could  so  far 
foi^et  itself  as  to  threaten  or  attempt  to  threaten 
the  English,  must  have  previously  lost  sight  of  the 
distinguishing  characteristics  of  that   people,  "so  , 
powerful  and  so  proud.  But  if  war  will  come  upon 
this  point  of  exclusive  jurisdiction,  it  must  comf . 
We  cannot  avoid  it.    Let  the  attempt  be  made  to 
enforce  this  claim,  and  war  will  exist  as  speedily 
as  the  militia  can  be  mustered.  Let  us  say  so  plain- 
ly.   It  is  not  our  fault.    We  do  not  desire  it;  on  the 
contrary,  we  will  do  much,  very  much,  to  prevent 
it.    If  the  British  Government  will  go  as  far  as  we 
will  to  preserve  peace,  we  shall  have  peace.     But 
upon  the  question  now  before  us  it  is  proper  that 
we  should  apeak  and  aot  according  to  what  we 
mean  to  do.    It  has  been  said  that  the  American 
people  will  not  go  with  us  on  this  question  of  juris- 
diction.   I  believe  that  they  will.    There  is  a  deep 
feeling  in  the  American  character,  which  requires 
to  be  stirred  in  order  to  be  seen,  and  which  is  unaf- 
fected by  the  agitations  of  the  surface.    The  par- 
ty  questions   of  the    day   do   not   penetrate  to 
the   bottom.     But   show  to  the  people   that  the 
national   honor  is  at  stake,  and   you   will   hear 
from  all  quarters  the  hum  of  the  multitude  pre- 
paring for  the  emergency.    There  is  a  lofty  sense 
of  honor  which  will  not  brook  indignity.  We  have 
existed  long  enough  as  a  nation  to  find  much  in 
our  history  to  be  proud  of;  and  if  we  should  ever 
lose   that  feeling,  every  thing  else   worth'  having 
will  go  wi'h  it.    There  is  something  more  in  oar 
relations  with  Great  Britain  which  I  mention  with 
deep  regret.    It  is,  that,  unfortunately,  there  are 
topics  in  those  relations  which  involve  the  section- 
al feeling  of  every  grand  division  of  this  Union.    I 
will  not  go   into  the  partioulars  of  those  points 
which  especially   affect  the   East,  the  West,  and 
the  Northern  border,  where,  if  some  of  our  people 
have  sinned,  they  have  also   been  sinned  against. 
The  South,  too,  is  assailel  in  its   tenderest  point. 
Sir,  if  you  print  and  circulate  one  hundred  thou- 
sand copies  of  this  document  which  I  hold  in  my 
hand,    (the  correspondence  relating  to  the  brigs 
Enterprise,  Encomium,  and  Comet,)  ani  thtis  ex- 
plain to  the  people  of  the  Souih  what  the    Bahama 
Islands  are  now,  and  are  likely  to  be  hereafter,  the 
dissatisfaction  will  be  great  indeed.    It   becomes 
both  Goveiiiments  to  set  about  the  task  of  placing 
their  relations  to  each  other  upon  a  better  footing, 
and  to  do  so  with  an  earnest  and  anxious  desire 
that  ?ome,  at  least,  of  the  difficulties  which  now 
exist  should  be  removed.    This  desire  mu.M  be  felt 
practically.    The  difierences  will  thicken  if  per- 
mitted to  continue.    The  interests  and  feelings  of 
the  two  nations  incline  them  strongly  to  peace; 
and,  in  fact,  it  is  a  duty  which  they  both  owe  to 
the  civilized  world,  that   peace   should   be  pre- 
preserved. 

In  conclusion,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  express  a  sin- 
cere hope  that  the  powers  proposed  by  this  bill  to 
be  vested  in  the  President  will  not  have  to  be  ex- 
ercised, and  an  equally  earnest  opinion  that,  as  they 
are  only  contingent  and  defensive,  we  are  required 
by  the  highest  considerations  of  duty  to  pass  it.- 


SPEECH  OF  MR.  FOSTER, 

Of  Tennessef., 
In  Senate,  Wednesday,  January  93,  1839.— The  bill 
to  amend  an  act  entitled  "An  act  to  auth<»rize 
the  State  of  Tenne&see  to  issue  grants  and  per- 
fect titles  to  certain  lands  therein  desciibedi  aa4 


to  settle  the  claims  to  the  vacant  and  tuuppio- 
priated  lands  within  the  same,'*  being  taken  op^ 
Mr.  FOSTER  addressed  the  Senate  as  foUavK 
Mr.  President:  The  decuments  that  aooompa- 
nied  the  bill  now  under  eoitsideration  snfficieatly 
explain  the  facts  and  principles  upon  which  I  \xo- 
pose  to  urge  its  adoption.    These  doottinents  have 
been  long  since  primed  and  placed  under  the  eye 
of  every  Senator,  and  if  I  could  persuade  mjaelf 
they  had  received  an  attentive  notice,  I  should  not 
feel  the  necessity  of  any  additional  defence.  *  Btit, 
sir,  considering  the  great  importance  of  the  mea- 
sure in  its  bearings  on  the  peace  and  tranqoillitj 
of  a  laige  body  of  my  constituents--now  too  Ioii| 
lormentod  in  the  uncertainty  of  their  hoDi»-4 
cannot  think  of  hazarding  success  .by  sttbrnittjae 
their  claims  to  a  silent  vote  of  the  Senatt.   S^ 
shall  detain  you'but  a  little  while;  a  few  bIirf^^ 
marks  will  serve  to  recapitulate  facts;  this  doat,  I 
cannot  bring  myself  to  doubt  the  ready  aoqiie*' 
cence  of  this  honorable  body  in  all  the  measom 
proposed  by  the  bill  in  question. 

At  and  before  the  close  of  our  Revolotionarf 
war,  sir,  the  State  of  North  Carolina  found  heneif 
embarrassed  with  a  heavy  debt^-a  double  debt,  ar, 
of  moner  and  of  gratitude — created  by  her  tog- 
gles in  that  war,  and  by  the  valor  and  patriotiea* 
ertions  of  her  citizens.  This  debt  was  the  laoie 
alarming,  since  all  hope  of  pecaniaxy  assistann 
was  vain  and  f mitless.  Poor  as  she  was  heiseU^ 
North  Carolina  was  as  well  off,  perhaps,  as  any 
other  State  of  the  Confederacy.  They  were  all 
then  loaded  with  similar  chains,  and  wookl  hafe 
presented  to  her  solicitations  the  plea  of  eqoai  po* 
verty.  Left,  then,  sir,  to  her  own  exertions,  Ncctk 
Carolina  did  not  give  out  by  the  way.  She  still 
resolved  to  redeem  her  faith,  and,  if  possible,  to  le* 
ward  the  sufferings  and  the  patriotism  of  those 
amon$(  her  citizens  who  had  aided  in  achieving  oor 
liberties. 

Mr.  President,  beyond  an  outer  ridge  of  the  great 
Appalachian  range,  stretching  we&t  to  the  Mism- 
sippi  river,  and  compressed  on  the  north  and  sooft 
by  the  waste  lands  of  Virginia  and  Qeorgia,  (now 
the  rich  and^flourishing  Sutes  of  Kentucky,  Ala- 
bama, and  Mississippi,)  North  Carolina  owned  a 
territory  of  great  fertility,  exceeding  in  extent  400, 
and  measuring  in  breadth  about  ISO  miles.  Ihe 
eastern  extreme  of  this  territory  had  reeeived  a 
considerable  impress  of  population  long  btfore  the 
close  of  the  war.  Its  hardy  citizens  had  partki- 
pated  in  the  Aiemotable  battle  of  '*King^  Mooi^ 
toin,*'  and  both  before  and  afterwards,  by  their  ova 
unaided  courage  and  exertions,  had  freqnentlj  and 
successfully  encountered  a  powerful  horde  ef  ne^h- 
boring  savages.  Such,  sir,  was  the  growth  aad 
vigor  of  this  youthful,  but  bold'  community,  that, 
soon  after  the  peace,  in  imitation'  of  the  bran 
'*0LD  THiRTSSir,"  they  declared  independence  of  a 
<*  venerable  parent;"  and  the  gallant  ancestor  of  aa 
honorable  member  of  the  Senate,  [Mr.  Sevib  of 
Arkansas,]  from  a  liege  subject  of  North  CaroliBa, 
became  rhefini  and  the  Ini  Governor  of  the  nsiag 
State  of  *'Fraiiklind."  How  this  brave  titsla  B»> 
public — this  'Hmpertttin  in  impeno^ — struggled  l» 
maintain  her  sovereignty  against  powerful  foes,!^ 
temal  as  well  as  external;  how,  in  the  almost  idlK 
absence  of  the  precious  metals,  she  collected  her 
reveiiues,  and  disbursed  her  civil  and  military  fiiii 
in  the  rich  furs  of  the  country — ^the  skins  of  die  ift* 
coon  and  fox,  the  mink  and  the  beaver;  and  bow 
she  at  last  gave  over  the  unequal  oonAiet,  and  q^ 
etly  submerging  into  the  ^'Territory  of  the  Uaiied 
States  sonth  of  the  Ohio,*'  lost  her  brief,  hot  mea»* 
rable  existence,  I  riiall  not  now  repeat  A  poctioa 
of  her  short  annals  was  once  before  introdoqediriB 
vour  discussions  here,  and,  if  I  mistake  not,  ia  As 
hands  of  a  great  master,  illustrated,  whitet  Ih9 
happily  enlivened,  the  d^te  of  the  grave  iPfee 
then  {>ending  before  you.  Simple,  sir,  aa  iheie 
things  may  s'^em  in  the  eyes  of  some  people,  flib- 
jects  of  scorn  and  derision  with  oihen,  I  almf 
recur  to  them  with  pleasure,  as  the  proud  aeMii* 
als  of  the  valiant  and  enterprising  stock  who  to 
peopled  Tennessee  and  the  West,  and  whose aWM^ 
some  of  them,  travelling  further  and  still  tatter 
into  the  wilderness,  have  grown  up  vifli  BMT 
Slates,  and  return  now  amongst  na  in  tha  vdtfof 
these  walls,  beaiinif  on  tfadr  f oidKSdf  Vfj^  g 
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eBTiable  hoBors.      Bat,  sir,  let  me  retara  to  my 
so^ct. 

The  great  domain,  Mr.  President,  of  which  I 
WIS  speaking,  constituting  the  rich  valleys  drained! 
by  the  Cumberland,  the  lower  Tennessee,  and  the 
Mississippi » with  their  coaailess  tributaries,  was,  at 
iIk  period  in  question,  a  "howling  wilderness."  On 
the  report,  nevertheless,  of  the  adventurous  hunter, 
who,  ui  the  joys  of  the  chase,  had  skirted  this  di6-> 
tant  wild,  and  traversed  its  pathless  waste,  it  was 
aa  inviting  region— «  land  of  promise — ^**flowing 
with  miUc  and  honey."  Nature  had  lavished  npon 
upon  the  soil  her  rarest  gifts  of  production,  and 
stocked  the  mountain,  the  low-land,  and  the  river, 
with  a  rich  prof  usion  of  game.  Thither,  sir,  the 
eye  of  enterprise  was  speedily  turned,  and  dangers 
told  and  untold  served  to  whet  the  appetite  without 
cooling  the  ardor  of  the  fearless  emigrant.  Once 
penetrated,  the  wilderness  soon  began  to  blossom, 
and  the  sound  of  the  axe  and  the  rifle,  echoing 
from  the  hills,  and  mingling  in  strange  melody 
with  the  distant  moan  of  the  bison  and  "  the  wolTd 
long  howl,"  gave  notice  to  the  wandering  savage 
that  the  white  man  had  arrived.  •  In  the  spirit  of 
magnanimity,  characteristic  of  the  age,  and  with  a 
feeling  of  liberality  only  equalled  by  the  great  and 
invmloable  services  it  was  intended  to  reward,  the 
Legislature  of  North  Carolina  determined  to  devote 
the  fairest  portion  of  this  country  to  the  redemp- 
tion of  her  Revolutiooary  debt.  In  the  eloquent 
tnrms  of  the  noble  declaration,  it  was  offered  up 
<(as  some  effectual  and  permanent  reward  for  the 
signal  bravery  and  persevering  zeal  of  the  con- 
tinental officers  and  soldiers  in  the  service  of  the 
State." 

Mr.  President,'  when  we  consider  the  condition 
of  the  country,  and  the  peculiar  habits  of  the  peo- 
ple who  bestowed  this  noble  gratoity,  the  price  of 
blood  and  human  suffering;  and  when  we  reflect  on 
the  sentiment  of  generous  profusion .  which  taught 
OUT  ancestors  to  believe  that  the  great  debt  of  jus- 
tice and  gratitude  would  be  best  discharged  by  pla- 
cing few  restrictions  upon  the  individual  appro- 
priation of  the  rich  and  princely  inheritance  they 
had  given,  we  ^all  be  the  less  surprised  to  leatn 
(what  1.  shall  presently  disclose)   that  in  its  tedious 
consummation  this  great  and  benevolent  measure 
has,  in  one  way  and  another,  absorbed  all  the  val- 
uable public  domain  withio  the  limits  of  Tennessee, 
leaving  nothing  behind  but  shreds  and  jttUehes^  alto- 
gether unworthy  the  attention  of  Congress,  and  in- 
commensurate with  the  expense  of  preparing  it  for 
market.  At  this  early  day  in  the  legislation  of  Noith 
Carolina  necessity  forbade,  or  experience  had  not 
taught,  the  advantages  of  despatching  the  surveyor, 
the  enUrer.    It  was  reserved,  sir,  for  another  and  a 
compass,  and  the  chain  carrier,  in  advance  of  the 
higher  forum  to  conceive  and  mature  a  system  of 
land  policy,  calculate  d  in  its  effect  to  guard  the 
pnblic,  whilst  it  protected  the  purchaser.    And  just 
here,  air,  suffer  me  to  say  that  the  first  development 
of  sach  a  system  had  more  than  immortalized  the 
pen  that  drew  the  memorable  ordinance  of  1785. 
Tlhitber  we  trace  the  origin  and  foundation  of  all 
oar  sabsequent  legislation  on  the  important  subject 
of  tha  pabUc  domain;  and  to  the  bold  conceptions 
whieh  gave  birth  to  that  system,  with  its  posterior 
improvements,  the  nation  and  the  people  are  mainly 
iadabtad  for  the  silent  but  secure  operations  of  laws 
preventing  impositions,  and  forever  removing  the 
distressing  evils  of  conflicting  titles.    Unlike  any 
of  the  new  SUtes,  Kentucky,  perhaps,  ezeepted, 
Xennessee  never  enjoyed  the  advantages  of  this 
fljatem.    The  early  laws  of  North  Carolina,  the 
pecnliAr  character  of  ih^  obligations  created  by  the 
gtiuX  military  donation  to  which  I  have  alirady  ad- 
verted, and  the  engagements  of  Congressi  under  the 
ceeaian  of  1790,  to  respect  ^nd  observe  all  existing 
stipalations,  denied  my  State    these  advantages. 
North  Carolina  had  adopted  her  lan4  policy  long 
before  the  commencement  of  the  Revoinaon;  it  was, 
|2^  ^fl^Bl,  coeval  with  the  first  settlement  of  the  colo- 
nx;  snitAd  at  first  to  the  perilous  condition  of  the 
CDiuitry ,  and  in  a  long  'succession  of  y^ars  accom- 
modating itself  to  the  popular  will,  it  grew  with 
ber  growth,  and  strengthened  with  her  strength. 
Witb  ua,  sir,  in  the  security  and  the  improvemsnia 
of  the  age,  a  survey  always  precedes  the  entry  and 
jyprcpriation  of  pnbHcr  lands.  Under  the  old  reyiiiM 


of  all  or  most  of  the  States  and  colonies,  the  entry 
had  precedence,  and  the  **warrant"  for  the  survey 
was  issued  after  the  claimant  had  selected  hit>  ground, 
and  delivered  its  locality  to  the  proper  officer  of  the  . 
Qovemmenc  agrantfoUowed  the  survey,  and  the  title 
was  perfected.  AAer  the  military  donation,  sir,  the 
"warrant'' — ^a  term  technically  used  to  describe  a 
State  certificate  for  vacant  lands — precedes  the 
right  to  enter  and  appropriate.  Sir,  this  new  in- 
strument was  a  ''carte  blanche,"  so  tb  speak,  for 
its  amount  in  acres  upon  all  the  vacant  territory  of 
the  State  set  apart  for  the  officers  and  soldiers  of 
the  Revolution.  The  holder  of  the  "warrant'' 
went  forth  into  the  forest  in  search  of  soil,  con- 
fined to  no  lines,  and  restricted  by  no  surveys,  un- 
less it  might  be  the  lines  and  surveys,  real  or  ideal, 
of  some  brother  hunter  who  had  gone  in  advance 
and  waked  up  the  game.  Sir,  in  the  early  settle- 
ment of  Tennessee,  as  it  often  happened,  this  was 
no  ordinary  adventure.  The  rifle  and  his  faithful 
dog  were  the  indispensable  companions  of  the  land 
locator.  Every  inch  of  ground,  with  every  tree 
and  covert,  was  an  ambush,  compassed  round  with 
the  barbarian  foe,  and  it  not  onfrequ»Btly  turned 
out  that  the  soldier  who.  had  perilled  life  in  every 
form  for  his  warrant,  afterwards  io6i  it  in  the  rash 
effort  to  secure  a  home  to  his  liking.  Mr.  Presi- 
dent,  may  I  not  appeal  to  you  for  a  thousand  facts 
in  proof  of  this  assertion?  Yes,  sir,  you  have 
"trod  the  wine-press,"  and  will  testify  to  the  pro- 
bable truth  of  my  story.  Sir,  Sn  those  days,  the 
dangers  of  which  I  am  speaking  reached  the  lonely 
cabin  of  the  peaceful  settler  as  well  as  the  more 
hardy  adventurer  of  the  woods.  Men  guided  the 
plough  with  loaded  rifles  strapped  to  their  backs; 
and  how  often  has  it  not  happened  within  ihe 
mcrning  and  the  evening  of  the  same  day,  in  the 
life  and.  death  of  its  best  and  only  defender,  that 
the  house  of  joy  has  been  turned  into  the  house  of 
mourning. 

Mr.  President,  the  preceding  details,  tedious  and 
uninteresting  as  they  may  be,  are  necessary  to  the 
jast  elucidation  of  my  subject.  Tney  lead  the 
mind  to  an  easy  comprehensioa  of  a  topic  other- 
wise not  a  little  coinpHcated,  and  enaji>le  J9enators 
to  grasp  both  the  jtistice  and  propriety  of  sane* 
tioniog  the  provisions  of  this  measure. 

Sir,  the  year  1783,  memorable  for  other  great 
events,' is  further  sisrnalized  in  the  history  of  my 
siory  as  the  epoch  in  which  the  State  of  North  Ca- 
rolina gave  an  honest  but  baneful  form  to  the  bene- 
ficient  provisions  of  the  "act  for  the  relief  of  the 
officers  and  soldiers  of  the  continental  line."  It  was 
declared  "that  each  and  every  person  or  persons 
entitled  to  land  by  virtue  of  the  aforesaid  law 
shall,  on  application  being  made  to  the  Secretary  of 
State,  obtain  and  receive  from  him  a  warrant  of 
survey  for  such  quantities  of  land  within  the  limits 
of  the  lands  re5erved  by  the  aforesaid  law,  for  said 
officers  and  soldiers,  as  be,  she,  or  they,  by  the 
aforesaid  law,  shall  be  entitled  to;  which  shall  be 
directed  to  Colonel  Mai  tin  Armstrong,  who  is 
hereby  appointed  surveyor  for  that  purpose;  and  is 
authorized  and  required,  by  himself  or  deputy,  to 
execute  and  return  the  same  into  the  £l^cretary's 
office  within"  the  same  time  and  in  the  same  man- 
ner as  is  required  in  other  cases."  Sir,  these  loose 
and  unguarded  provisions,  consistent^  neverthe- 
less, in  many  respects,  with  the  antecedent  prac« 
tk^  of  this  Slate,  constitutecf  the  fruitful  source  of 
incalculable  mischiefs,  and,  in  their  consequences, 
have  swallowed  up,  at  last,  the  entire  valuable 
portion  of  the  rich  domain  I  have  endeavored  to 
pencil. 

In  the  science  of  political  economy,  as  in  me- 
chanics and  every  other  art  and  Rcience,  first  at- 
tempts are  generally  rude,  defective,  ^nd  imperfect; 
untaught  by  lesson?  drawn  from  experience  and 
mellowe^iby  practice,  the  mind  of  man  too  often 
wanders  into  absurdities,  and,  in  is  be«t  intended 
effoits,  gives  sad  proofs  of  the  uuer  weakness  of 
all  human  sagacity.  Who  among  men  has  cot 
looked  back  in  repentant  shame  and  regret  npon 
Home  deed  of  short  sighted  policy  which  ^elf-suffi- 
cienr.y  had  at  one  time  vainly  dignified  with  the 
name  of  wisdomi  And  thus  it  is,  sir,  that  time, 
which,  in  its  slow  but  ceru&in  probation,  tests  all 
things,  frequently  compels  us^  while  we  may  con- 
secratt  the   motive,  to  deplore  the  mischiefs  of 


hasty  and  unguarded  measures.  And,  sir,  a  signal 
proof  of  this  is  to  be  found  in  the  benevolent  law 
from  which  I  have  just  given  you  a  short  quota- 
tion. Unaided  by  any  counsels  'save  his  own, 
unchecked  by  the  supervision  of  some  watchful 
eye,  untrammelled  by  any  particular  obligation 
other  than  the  ever-ioub^fiil  morality  of  the  best 
among  mankind,  in  an  hour  of  temptation — ^is  it 
at  an  to  be  wondered  at  that,  in  the  execution  of 
such  a  law,  vast  and  incalculable  frauds,  should 
have  been  perpetrated  by  the  negligence  or  contri- 
vance of  a  secretary,  or  by  the  villanies  of  those 
who  had  the  confidence  of  his  office?  Sir,  since 
the  passage  of  the  law,  how  many  millions  of  acres 
of  land-warrants  have  issued,  no  man  can  count. 
Like  the  heads  of  the  fabled  hydra,  they  have  mul- 
tiplied as  they  were  stricken  off;  and,  to  this  day, 
sir,  if  you  had  any  valuable  territory  left,  I  fear 
you  would  have  no  right  to  hope  that  any  modern 
Hercules  had  appeared  to  destroy  the  Lemean 
monster.  Yes,  sir;  they  came  upon  us  like  the 
locusts  of  Egypt,  settling  down  upon  the  land,  and 
devouring  every  green  thing  before  them.  Swarm 
followed  swarm  in  qaick  succession,  until,  having 
overrun  the  "  military  reservation,"  and  exhausted 
the  whole  territory  "  north  and  eart  ot  die  line," 
they  swept  away  over  the  rivers  and  the  hills,  and, 
lighting  down  on  the  lands  of  Congress,  hava 
oovereid  almost  every  acre  of  valuable  pnblic  do- 
main within  the  limits  of  Tennessee. 

But  let  me  not  be  understood,  Mr.  President,  in 
this  hasty  but  faithful  sketch  of  facts,  as  intending 
the  least  censure  upon  the  Legislature  or  the  peo- 
ple of  North  Carolina.  In  all  that  I  have  said, 
and  in  any  thing  I  may  say,  nothing  is  more  dis- 
tant from  my  feelings  than  unkind  aspersions  on 
either.  Sir,  the  Government  and  the  people  of 
that  noble  old  State,  in  common  with  the  authori- 
ties of  Tennessee,  have  lamented  abuses  neither 
of  them  could  remedy.  The  evil,  great  and  de- 
structive as  it  has  been,  found  its  origin  in  the  un- 
guarded provisions  of  the  act  of  1783,  and  its 
principal  consummation  within  the  first  ^w  years 
of  the  administration  of  that  law. 

Turning,  sir,  from  this  general  view,  I  beg  Sena- 
tors to  accompany  me  in  a  nearer  approach  'to  the 
subject;  and  I  propose,  sir,  to  briag  up  an  array  of 
facts  which,  I  persua<ie  myself,  must  carry  convic- 
tion to  every  unprejudiced  mind,  and  seal  the  suc- 
cess of  the  bill  under  discussion.  I  invite  you,  sir, 
to  open  the  map  of  Tennessee.  Placing  your  eye 
upon  a  point  in  the  south  boundary  of  the  State 
where  it  is  intersected  by  "Elk  river,"  running 
north  te  the  immediate  neighborhood  of  Colombia, 
thence  westward  with  Duck  river  and  the  military 
line  to  the<  Tennessee,  and  down  thl^  last  river  to 
the  Kentucky  line,  you  cut  West  Tennessee  proper 
into  two  great  divisions.  With  the  territory  lying 
east  and  north  of  this  line,  and  stretching  off  to 
the  mountains,  we  have  now  nothing  to  do« 
More  than  thirty  years  ago  it  was  abandoned  by 
Congress,  and  has  long  since  fallen  a  prey,  in  all 
its  valuable  portions,  to  the  insatiate  element  it 
was  vainly  designed  to  satisfy.  Since  the  compact 
of  1806,  between  Congress,  North  Carolina,  and 
Tennessee,  the  territory  south  and  west  of  the  line 
I  have  just  now  described  has  been  familiarly  called 
by  its  descriptive  title,  "the  Congressional  reserva- 
tion." It  contains  the  only  Government  domain 
lying  within  the  limits  of  Tennessee,  and  by  an 
accurate  estimate  falls  short  of  se/ en  millions  of 
acres  of  land. 

But  again,  sir.  *  Subdivide  the  "  Congressional 
reservation"  by  the  line  of  the  Tennessee  river,  in 
its  whole  length  through  the  State,  and  you  have 
two  sections  of  very  unequal  areas — not  more  un- 
equal, however,  than  they  are  dissimilar  in  soil, 
surface,  and  topography.  With  the  exception  of 
th'*  east  and  northean  portions,  the  whole  face  of  - 
the  subdivisions  lying  on  Che  east  of  the  Ten- 
nes.see  river  is  travers^ed  by  a  waste  of  un- 
fruitful hills  and  steep  declivities,  separated 
by  deep  and  narrow  valleys.  Through  the 
laigi^st  portion  of  this  region,  nature,  for  the 
most  part,  wantons  iu  naked  poverty — the  scant 
and  flinty  Foil  mocks  the  hopes  of  the  hus- 
bandman, and  defies  his  hardest  toils.,  A  thin  and 
scattered  population  breaka  at  times  the  dull  mo- 
notony of  the  woods;  or,  it  may  be,  that  the  eye  pf 
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the  traveller,  wearj^  in  8<^arch  of  a  smoke  from 
some  lonely  cabin,  lights  ai  last  upon  the  fire  of 

'  some  modern  Nimrod,  and  under  the  hospitable 
tent  of  the  hunter  accepts  the  bcvit  and  only  refuge 
the  forest  affords  him.  Sir^  honorable  gentlemen 
^can  form  some  idea  of  the  character  and  Taloe  of 
these  lands,  if  ihey  will  be  pleased  to  turn  to  the 
docnmeniary  proof  lying  on  their  -tables. 

On  the  testimony  of  the  public  surveyors,  who, 
to  my  knowledge,  are  men  of  probity,  and  inti- 
mately acqaainted,  I  dare  say,  with  every  part  of 
the  country,  there  were,  in  the  year  1838, 1,500,000 
acres  of  vacant  and  unappropriated  land  lying 
Within  the  particular  section  of  which  I  am  now 
speaking.  Of  these,  not  more  than  one  hundred 
thousand  acres  were  valued  at  the  inconsiderable 
sum  stipulated  in  this  bill.  All  the  balance  were 
worthless—utterly  poor  and  worthless.  In  the 
words,  sir,  of  one  of  the  witnesses,  all  the  valuable 
lands  in  his  district  had  been  entered— "those  re- 
maining vacant  were  of  a  very  inferioriiuality, 
lying  in  small  detached  parcels,  scattered  every 
where  in  various  shapes  and  forms;  he  did  not 
know  of  a  tract  of  fifty  acres  of  good  vacant  land 
in  one  body  within  his  district,  as  most  generally 
pieces  of  vacant  land  fit  for  cuUivaiion  lie  in  smiU 
tracts  of  five  to  twenty  acres,  surrounded  by  hills 
or  lands  not  worth  the  taxes."-  In  the  language, 

.  sir,  of  another  witness,  equally  competent  and  cre- 
dible, the  lands  in  question  are  the  "poorest  within 
the  reservation.*'  "There  remains,'*  he  adds,  "a 
very  small  portion  worth  the  expense  of  procuring 
a  patent;  those  which  might  be  considered  fit  for 
cultivation  lie  only  on  watercoarses  and  in^^arrow 
slips,  and  might  be  purchased  at  a  small  price,  for 
the  sake  of  the  timber,  by  the  owners  of  contiguous 
lands."  Sir,  to  speak  in  the  strong  and  emphatic 
expressions  of  this  witness,  "all  the  lands  in  this  ' 
district,  except  such  as  lie  on  the  watercourses,  are 
altogether  titril  amd  unfit  fir  cuUtvafion.'* 

Mr.  President,  if  this  be  a  faithful  picture  of  the 
region  over  which  I  have  just  glanced  so  hastily, 
what  shall  be  said  of  the  other  great  section  of  the 
"Congressional  reservation?"  In  that  extensive 
country,  sir,  lying  between  the  Tennessee  and 
Mississippi  rivers,  there  are  seventeen  counties, 
many  fiourishing  towns,  villages,  and  hamlets,  and 
a  wealthy,  dense,  growing,  and  intelligent  popula- 
tion. Sixteen  years  ago  it  was  little  better  than  a 
wilderness.  Occupying  less  than  a  fourth  of  the 
whole  map  of  the  State,  it  numbers,  at  this  day, 
more  than  a  third  of  our  entire  population.  Two 
members  of  Congress  provide  for  its  interest  in  an 
opposite  wing  of  this  Capitol,  and  it  is  represented 
in  the  State  Legisrature  by  eighteen  members — 
Senators  and  Representatives.  In  contemplating 
this  beautiful  country,  its  comparative  geological 
peculiarities  strike  us  with  the  great«?st  surprise  and 
astonishment.  Intersecting,  in  its  course,  both  the 
S9ttCh  and  north  boundary  lines  of  the  State,  the 

•  channel  of  the  Tennessee  river  within  that  cir- 
cuit seems  to  have  searched  out  and  swept  around 
the  extreme  verges  of  our  limestone  formation. 
Beyond  its  left  bank,  westward  to  the  Mississippi, 
scarce  a  stone  or  a  pebble  is  to  be  found;  and  with 
slight  varieties  in  the  east  and  southeast  corners, 
this  great  section,  turn  which  way  you  please,  pre- 
^nts  to  the  eye  an  unbroken  surface,  occasionally 
diversified  with  gentle  indulations,  but  nowhere 
rising  into  hills  and  precipices.  The  rivers  and 
smaller  watercourses — narrow,  deep,  serpentine, 
and  sluggish— flooding  for  ages  their  «neigh boring 
iiottoms,  have  created  great  and  extensive  swamps 
and  maSrshy  low  lands  which  the  wants  and  the 
enterpriJ^e  of  a  score  of  generations  to  come  will 
not  be  likely  to  reclaim.  In  other  respects,  Nature 
seems  t<T  have  dealt  out  her  bounties  with  a  partial 
hand.  Throughout  half,  or  more,  of  this  fine  coun- 
try,  the  soil,  sufficiently  deep,  and  bas:d  upon  a 
clay  foundation,  throws  upwards  fiom  its  virgin 
bosom  a  rich  and  lirxnriant  variety  of  forest  growth, 
and  rewards  the  labors  of  the  plough  with  an  abun- 
dant harvpst.  And  here  it  is  that  wealth  has  found 
its  pleasant  home,  and,  reposing  on  its  own  good 
fortune,  ean  have  no  interest,  beyond  a  generous 
hope,  in  the  fate  of  this  important  measure. 

But,  sir,  as  '\i  to  heighten  effect,  by  the  sudden- 
ness and  rapidity  of  the  change,  here  more  than 
any  where  else,  we  are  frequently  doomed,  in  one 


short  day's  journey,  to  contrast  the  extremes  of 
barrenness  and  fertility.  Lights  and  shadows,  al- 
ternately flitting  before  the  eye,  expose,  in  the  great 
variety  of  soil,  a  checkered  panorama,  and  groop 
before  us  the  rich  man's  ample  possessions,  and- 
the  humble  but  hopeful  abode  of  the  industrious 
occupant.,  A  little  further  on,  sir,  and  ^umt^t/y 
enjoys  its  own  undisturbed  dominien.  There  are 
large  conterminons  tracts  of  countty  too  stehl  or 
too  nnfruitful  for  the  cupidity  of  the  land  warrant, 
and  yet  good  enough  for  the  poor  man's  refuge. 
And  here  sir — here,  amid  extensive  barren  wastes, 
clothed  with  a  stunted  growth  ot  wood  and  ver-' 
dure — here,  retiring  poverty  has  found  a  thousand 
"little  islands"  of  fertile  s«il;  small,  Mr.  President, 
small  they  are,  but  sufficently  large  to  encouraj^e 
the  industry,  reward  the  toil,  and  support  the  rising 
household  of  the  humble  bnt  thriHy  wanderers  who 
have  searched  out  and  seized  upon  them. 

Such,  Mr.  President,  are  the  geographical  out- 
lines of  the  "Cangres5?ional  reservation,"  and  such 
the  character  and  condition  of  the  vacant  and  un- 
appropriated lands  upon  which  the  bill  before  you 
proposes  to  operate.  What  consideiations  can 
there  be  of  policy  or  humanity  opposed  to  its  pas- 
sage? In  either  point  of  view,  I  boldly  and  confi- 
dently avow  it,  the  reasons  are,  all  of  them,  on  the 
side  of  the  measure.  Nearly  fif^  years  have  elaps- 
ed since  North  Carolina  conveyed  this  country  to 
the  United  States,  and  within  that  period  Congress 
has  purchased,  paid  for,  resold,  and  given  away  an 
empire  of  lands.  States  and  Territories  have  been 
peopled  around  her,  until  Tennessee,  then  the  most 
distant  frontier  of  the  inhabited  Union,  is  now,  in 
the  march  of  great  events,  the  centre,  if  not  the 
very  centre,  of  our  great  social  system.  To  this 
good  day,  sir,  no  attempts  have  been  made,  direct 
or  indirect,  to  exercise  any  federal  supervision  over 
these  lands;  and  hut  for  the  reminiscences  yearly 
brought  up  here  by  the  supplicating  occupants  and 
their  faithful  advocates,  you  would  long  since  have 
forgotten  your  paltry  interest  in  this  broken  inherit- 
ance. You  are  reminded  of  it  this  day,  sir,  enly  to 
be  convinced  by  evidences  as  "strong  as  proof  of 
holy  writ,"  that  any  effort  on  your  part  lo  reach 
the  property  by  the  only  mode  known  to  your 
statues  will  involve  an  expense  far  exceeding  the 
whole  value  of  llie  estate.  In  the  absence  of  all 
positive  testimony,  sir,  the  system  of  appropriating 
the  public  lands  in  Tennessee,  as  already  described, 
abundantly  establishes  this  important  fact.  The 
land  warrant,  as  before  observed,  was  a  written 
bond  on  the  State  for  its  amount  in  tiXUAle  acres. 
And,  sir,  when  hundreds  and  thousands  were  daily 
and  for  years  in  the  race,  every  man  his  own  un- 
bridled provider,  could  it  have  been  otherwise? 
Land  hunting  soon  became  a  distinct  and  profitable 
profession.  Hence,  sir,  in  the  legal  vocabulary  of 
the  day,  the  land  "locator"  .was  as  familiarly 
known  by  his  name  as  the  attorney  and  clerk  of 
the  court  by  their  respective  titles.  It  was  the  bu- 
siness of  this  active  undertaker,  to  traverse  the 
country  in  every  direction,  and  to  scin,  with  prac- 
tised eye,  all  the  advantages  of  water,  soil,  and 
situation.  As  the  quantity  of  good  lands  dimi- 
nished, the  field  of  his  less  soccessfhl  labor  expand- 
eil.  The  most  unfVequented  woods  were  examined, 
and  the  (ops  of  the  hills  and  the  mountains,  with 
their  deepest  gorges,  were  ex|  lored.  The  informa- 
tion thus  acquired  became  the  m'<rchandise  of  this 
agrarian  broker;  and  its  rapid  demand,  at  the 
highest  prices,  by  the  owners  of  land  warrants, 
seldom  failed  to  enrich  the  shrewcl  and  frugal 
'•  locator."  Nowhere,  sir,  was  this  system  carried 
to  such  high  perfection  as  it  was  in  the  "  Con- 
gressional reservation."  Long  before  the  land 
oflices  were  opened  in  that  district,  numerous  de- 
tachments of  rival  land-hunters,  headed  by  veteran 
chiefs,  broke  into  the  silence  of  the  then  unsettled 
wilderness,  and  scoured  the  confltry  to  every  point 
of  the  compass.  Some  of  them,  ^r,  more  skiful 
and  lynx-eyed  than  others,  are  said  to  have  mapped 
out  and  centred  the  principal  counties,  as  they 
were  subsequently  established  by  the  Legislature. 
Certain  it  iiv,  the  preparations  were  so  admirably 
completed  that,  when  the  anxious  day  arrived,  an 
"  avalanche"  of  warraniis  was  precipitated  upon 
the  country,  and  covered  everywhere,  in  wild  con- 
fusion, the  "  fat  of  the  land."    From  that  hour  to 


this,  now  eighteen  consecutive  jears,  vith 
.flight  intermissions,  the  fierce  havoc  has  beea 
constantly  kept  up.  YfKxx^fxVi  have  been  divided, 
and  asaio  subdivided,  and  so  carefully  fitted,sqaand^ 
and  dovetailed,  as  to  reach  almost  eveiy  aen 
of  valuable  arable  lands  worth  the  price  of  the 
tnsti^ument,  without  including  the  worthlessadjaeest 
soil.  Sir,  on  the  statement  and  authority  of  an 
honorable  gentleman,  once  a  surveyor  in  tbeeoiDL' 
try,  and  a  man  of  unimpeachable  veracity,  Iiab* 
mit  to  the  Senate  that,  in  the  progress  of  fids 
searching  system,  "there  are  hundreds, ukI per- 
haps thousands  of  tracts  nf  land  in  tfat  *  Coo- 
gres&ional  reservation'  having  from  twenty  to  foit^ 
corners  and  offsets." 

Mr.  President,  if  my  story  be  true,  caii  it  be 
that  policy  or  cupidity  would  insist  on  a  surrey 
and  »aje  of  the  public  domain  in  Tennessee?  ^t, 
sir,  I  desire  to  satisfy  every  body;  and  happily,  sir, 
in  the  documentary  proofs  before  me,  and  inotlMr 
evidences  now  on  my  table,  I  have  it  in  my  pover 
to  throw  a  flood  of  light  on  the  subject,  which  mint 
convince  increduXUtj  itself. 

Sir,  nineteen  years  ago,  my  State  eansedilie 
•^Congressional  reservation"  to  be  divided  ioio 
seven  districts,  numbering  from  seven  to  thirtftn, 
inclusive.  Public  surveyors  were  appointed"  by 
the  Legislature  for  each  of  these  districts— me&  of 
skill,  probity,  and  integrity;  and,  among  other  d^ 
tailed  duties,  these  sworn  officers  were  reqaiiedto 
subdivide  the  whole  "reservation"  into  sections  rf 
"five  miles  square."  They  were  particolirhr in- 
structed to  note  "the  qualMy  of  the  fond,  and  the 
mountains  or  other  remarkable  objects  toocMitf  or 
crossing  ihe  lines  of  the  sections."  In  the  discq]|e 
of  their  official  duties,  these  surveyors  necessarily 
acquainted  themselves  with  the  quantity,  qulity 
and  relative  value  of  the  lands  within  their  respr& 
tive  districts.  I  hope,  there/ore,  I  shall  notbe 
charged  with  offending  against  the  strict  law  of  evi- 
dence, by  insisting  that .  their  testimony  is  of  Ae 
highest  gra^e,  and  signally  entitled  to  the  belief  ta) 
confidence  of  Senators. 

Mr.  President,  I  pass  by  the  statements  of  the 
surveyors  of  the  7th  and  8th  districts,  bavingibO' 
dy,  in  a  prior  part  of  my  argument,  sufficieofiy  li- 
vened to  their  reports.  Prom  the  next  in  number, 
the  9ih  district,  sir,  we  are  told  that,  "owing  toAe 
mode  of  appropriating  lands,  the  good  soil  yet  ^^ 
maining  vacant  consists  of  mere  sfMU  aniterq$t 
from  the  sale  of  which  the  General  OoverDmeot 
can  realize  little  or  nothing.  The  purchase  of  ibex 
lands,"  the  surveyor  adds,  "must  be  mostly  by  poor 
men,  who  have  little  to  give;  in  fact,  their  situaiioB 
would  not  be  much  bettered  if  they  were  to  obttia 
them  for  nothing;  the  gift  would  be  too  well  edko- 
lalei  to  make  them  always  poor."  On  theevidOee 
of  the  surveyor  of  the  10th  district,  «*ai!  the  Tiltt- 
ble  lands  have  been  appropriated  by  North  Cafditt 
military  land  warrants;  such  as  are  still  vwcukh 
in  detached  parcels,  and  are  generally  verjffm* 
From  the  11th  district,  we  learn  that  'Hbegteiter 
portion  of  the  vacant  lands  consists  of  river  swaoff 
lying  loo  low  to  be  reclaimed;  there  are,"  in  ft« 
words  of  the  witness,  "some  high  lands,  but  ikey 
are  generally  poor,  and  lie  in  detached  parcels;  i» 
much  so,  there  is  no  hesitation  in  saying  thd  it 
would  cost  the  United  States  more  nK^wfJJ 
bring  them  into  market  than  could  be  reuW 
from  the  sale."  Equally  strong,  sir,  and  eaHlt> 
sive  are  the  declarations  from  the  19th  diilAl 
In  the  opinion  of  the  officer  there,  *Hhe  aoHNBie 
sales  would  not  half  pay  the  expense  of  pi^^P!^ 
the  vacai  t  lands  for  market,  as  they  lie  indeiiiki 
parcels,  and  the  most  valuable  parts  are  ii^ 
smallest  bodies."  In  the  last  remaintog^diM 
sion,  the  surveyor  contents  himself  on  ttegflW 
subject,  by  staling  tha^  the  vacant  lands  wiifaalft 
district,  "fit  for  cultivation,  are  in  small  detaM 
parcels."  I  cannot  dismiss  thiv  branch  of  Bfi^ 
gument,  sir,  without  bringing  before  iheSoafvt 
witness  of  more  imposing  character  tbaneiriKf  it 
those  already  produced;  made  so,  sir,  by  Iheti^*" 
tary  act  of  the  (Government;  appealed  to  jyj^ 
United  States;  and,  by  all  the  rales  of  efiW^ 
not  to  be  discredited  or  disregarded  by  the  , 
whose  instance  he  is  made  to  speak.  Sir,  fa  i 
1829,  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  aef&V  < 
orders  frpm  the  Hoa;^  of  lUpveseiitaiif«%  ^ 


J 


feb.  1S99. 


AgpEypq:  tq  tgp  congressional  gLobis, 


iet 


S5th  CaNO«**»9D  Ssss. 


Nortkwettem  Frontier — 7>fr.  Fullon, 


Senate. 


a  soboitHnate  of  bis  Department,  aimmff  other 
Ihi4g9,caimccted  with  the  same  subject;  to  iosiitote 
an  ifi^fy  into  tbe  tstimated  vaioe  of  the  unap« 
propnfKted  public  lands  lying  in  the  ''Congressional 
Rserx^t^op."  Under  these  ins:tptctioos,  the  Com- 
nussiwS'Of  the  4#9lieral  Land  Office  addressed 
himself^  to  the  then  Secretary  of  State  for  the  State 
sf  Tennessee;  and,  sir,  the  information  could  not 
have  bflfiB  sought  for  in  higher  or  more  competent 
qoaflfti^ '  The  individual  thus  selected,  possessing 
in  in  t^ipent  degree  a  clear  and  scrutinizing  mind, 
addedrip  the  weight  of  his  credibility  the  double 
adraniage  of  a  thorough  acquamunce  with  the 
objects  vf  your  research.  In  his  able,  concise,  but 
Qoanswerable  report,  in  reply,  he  concludes  all  he 
has  to  say,  in  the  following  expressive  language: 
"No  one  at  all  acqaalnted  with  the  true  situation 
of  the  country,  can  for  a  moment  doubt  the  im- 
piacttcability  of  laying  off  and  selling  what  re- 
mains (of  these  lands)  upon  any  system  like  the 
present,  as  practised  by  the  United  States,  witAMtf 
pMifive  loss  to  the  Gooemmef^.*'  Sir,  af^er  all  this, 
I  forbear  to  multiply  proofs;  but  on  the  general 
worthle)>9  character  of  these  lands,  I  must  say — 
and  I  say  it  respectfully — whoever  doubts  now 
wonid  not  be  persuaded,  ** though  one  rose  from 
the  dead." 

But,  3lr.  President,  the  jpttcedeiU — good  men, 
sir,  otherwise  friendly  to  the  measure,  express  great 
fears  lest  the  passage  of  this  law  should  set  an  ex- 
ample^ Dot  hereafter  to  be  disregarded  by  Congress, 
in  its  general  policy,  tending  to  involve  the  Qo» 
▼erameot  In  a  system  of  profligacy  calculated  to 
destroy  the  natiooal  domain,  and  to  rob  the  old 
Stales  of  their  just  and  equal  participation  in  our 
rich  inheritance  of  public  lands.  1  honor  and  res*< 
peet  SIUS&  fears,  sir;  but  it  does  seem  to  me  at  the 
same  time,  that  a  moment's  reflection  on  the  char- 
acter and  provisions  of  this,  bill,  with  the  proofs 
that  have  followed  it,  should  remove  the  misgivings 
and  calm  the  apprehensions  of  th(  most  watchfal 
and  fa.«tidiou5  advocates  of  the  rights  and  interests 
of  the  old  States.  1  deny,  sir,  both  the  applicatien 
of  the  argument  and  the  supposed  analogy.  Ten- 
nessee does  not  ask  a  donation  of  these  lands;  a 
cessioB,  without  a  fair  consideration  and  a  just 
e^aivalent;  she  does  not  approach  you  in  ^e  at- 
titoile  of  a  beggar,  an  humble  suppliant  for  favors, 
greiit  or  small.  Sir,  it  was  but  this  morning,  in 
a  casual  conversation  with  an  honorable  Senator 
naoay  right,  {Mr*  Williams  of  Mi8si%sippi,]  him- 
aeif  a  native  of  my  State,  I  was  congratulating  my* 
self  with  prid^  and  gratification,  how  seldom  it  was 
[hat  prayers,  petitions,  and  memorials  reached 
Lbese  halls  from  the  honored  peopFe  whose  unwor- 
hj  servant  I  am.  No,  sir,  Tennessee  asks  no 
inboaght  favors — &he  unfolds  the  truth,  acknow- 
edges  yonr  right,  proves  the  value  of  these  rags 
isd  patches  of  a  once  noble  inheritance,  and  point- 
og  to  her  hardy  sons  who  are  content  to  dig  a 
cant  but  independent  living  from  the  barren  sojl 
:>  which  you  have  clung  so  long,  she  openly  pro- 
poses to  take  your  property,  and  pay  its  value  into 
^  pablic  exchequer.  Where  then  the  danger  of 
ie'preetdenti  If  it  be  wrong  for  the  Gbverament 
>  sell  any  portion  of  the  public  domain  at  a  fair 
riee,  then,  indeed,  there  may  btdanger  in  the  pre* 
■deat  this  bill  may  set.  Sir,  in  mercantile  ian- 
iias^9  this  is  an  "old  conpern'*  and  ought  to  be 
wound  up."  If  it  has  been  without  "profit'' to 
oa,  it  has  also  been  without  "loss,"  Your  fac- 
ir,  «tr,  jonr  agent,  roy,sufi*ering8tat9  has  borne 
1  the  expenses  of  the  "esublishment,''  and  sbe 
^pealt  to  yon  now  to  '^auction  ofi^'  the  odds  and 
e  eadsy  thi  broken  wares,  with  ihe  dusty,  dingy, 
oUi-eatea  fragments  of  aa  ancient  "invpice.*» 
mII  she  be  any  longer  refused) 
Mr^  Presideoi,  I  have  omitted,  of  purpose,,  many 
'  the  dry  details  which  connect  tbemselv^  with 
e  ImuXory  of  the  appropriation  of  the  public  lands 
I'eiinessee.  But,  sir,  as  some  exculpation  of  my 
&le9  I  beg  to  remark  that  her  Governipent  h^  at 
»  time  participated  in  the  ri^bi  of  originating  and 
raans  laiid  warrant;;  and  I  add,  sir,  whiM  njus^ 
jlce-tbe  Senate  with  siill  greater  surprise,  that 
r  Xexk  years  after  Te;nnessee  was  a  sovereign 
■Lt^9  and  an^qual  member  ofl  the  Confederapy, 
'jrOsk  Carolina  exercised  the  exclusive  power  of ' 
KifiseCiDg  titles  by  giving  grants  »f or  the  iaads  iying 


within  our  limits.  This  last  anomaly^— so  far  as  I 
know,  without  a  precedent  in  the  history  of  any 
othei*  State,  vexatious  ftk  practice  and  humiliating 
in  its  character — was  engrafted  upon  the  cession 
compact  of  17d0.  The  foul  blot  continued  to  tar- 
nish her  escutcheon  until  the  high  contracting  par- 
ties, by  the  triple  agreement  of  1806,  authorized 
Tennessee  to  issue  grants,  perfect  titles,  and  settle 
claims  lo  all  the  vacant  and  unappropriated  lands 
lying  within  her  boundary. 

From  that  day  to  this,  sir,  the  State  whose  ser- 
vant I  am  has  discharged,  as  faithfully  as  could 
be,  the  important  trust  confided  to  her  by 
the  General  Qovemment  and  the  Government 
of  North  Carolina.  Her  statute  books  ^.re  swollen 
with  laws  regulating  the  adjudication  of  land  war- 
rants, and  the  fair  and  equitable  appropriation  of 
the  great  estate  placed  in  her  keeping.  In  the  exe- 
cution of  the  task,  surveyors,  registers,  commis- 
sioners, clerks,  and  entry  takers,  all  have  been 
more  or  less  pensioned  on  her  civil  list,  until,  in  the 
lapse  of  years,  she  has  incurred  heavy  costs,  and 
expended  incalculable  sums.  Sir,  her  highest  Exe- 
cutive magistrates,  through  a  long  succession  of 
three-and-tbirty  years,  have  found  ample  labor  tor 
much  of  their  time  in  executing  the  grants  which, 
in  uncounted  thousands,  have  crowded  their  tables. 
In  proof  of  this,  I  hold  up  this  good  and  weighty 
volume,  (Laws  of  Tennessee,)  filled  np,  page  upon 
page,  and  line  upon  line,  with  necessary  and  indis- 
pensable enactments  on  the  subject  of  these  lands. 

For  all  these  services,  Mr.  President,  Tennessee 
asks  no  pecuniary  recompense.  The  soil  has  es- 
caped, it  is  true,  without  price  to  her,  but  its  bold 
tenantry  are -hers.  In  war  and  in  peace,  always 
with  the  foremost  in  defence  of  our  blessed  institu* 
tions,  they  are  hers — in  the  eloquent  words  of  the 
Roman  matron,  **her  jewels."  So  far 'as  they  are 
quieted,  Tennessee  is  satisfied.  Would  that  I  could 
say  they  were  all  in  peace.  But,  sir,  I  cannot. 
Within  the  limits  of  the  "Congressional  reserva- 
tion" there  are  hundreds,  nay,  thousands,  of  hum- 
ble, honest,  thrifty,  industrious  occupants,  who  have 
no  right  to  give  the  endearing  title  of  "  home,  sweet 
homt,"  to  the  lonely  "cabins"  in  which  they  have 
dwelt  so  long.'  Improved  as  these  distant  fields 
have  been  by  the  sweat,  the  labor,  and  the  hard- 
slMps  they  have  lavished  upon  them,  consecrated  to 
their  religious  feelings  by  the  neighboring  "meet- 
ing-house," and  the  pious  but  unpretending  "man 
of  Gk>d"  who  has  so  long  and  so  tenderly  ministered 
to  their  comforts,  doubly  hallowed  by  the  lowly 
graves  which  'entomb  the  bones  of  husband<, 
wives,  children,  friends,  and  relatives,  these  people 
linger  in  love  where  pampered  wealth  would  scorn 
to  fix  its  abode.  Sick,  sir,  more  than  sick  with 
"hope  deferred,"  they  now  approach  you.  Ready, 
able,  and  willing  to  pay  the  just  value  of  your  pro- 
perty, they  implore  your  title.  Can  honorable  Se- 
nators refuse  the  meritorious  demand?  Heartless, 
cold  and  h^rtless,  is  the  cruel  policy  which  would 
repel  the  humble  request,  and  answer  no. 

Mr.  President,  I  thank  honorable  gentlemen  for 
their  kind  attentien.  I  have  done,  Air.  On  this, 
tkie  first  time  my  voice  was  ever  heard  in  these  walls, 
and  the  last,  as  it  may  be,  it  will  remain  with  me, 
sir,  as  one  of  the  proudest,  happiest  recollections  of 
my  life,  that  it  was  raised  in  the  cause  of  humanity. 


DEFERRED   REMARKS. 

REMARKS  OFMR.  FULTON, 
Of  Arkansas, 

In  ScnaU,  /February  26, 1839.— The  bill  to  set  apart 
a  belt  of  land  on  the  we.sterjQ  borders  of  the  States 
of  Missouri  and  Arkansas,  as  bounty  lands,  to 
be  granted  to  seiiler?  engaged  for  a  term  of 
years  in  the  defence  of  the  frontier,  being  taken 
up — 

Mr.  FULTON  said,  that  at  this  late  period  of  the 
session  he  felt  that  it  wonId  be  impossible  to  obtain 
the  £avorabJe  action  uf  br<ih  Houses  of  Congress 
upon  the  important  bill  just  called  up,  being  for  the 
first  time  reached  upon  the  Senate's  calendar.  A 
somewhat  similar  measure  had  been  warmly 
pressed  at  the  last  session  of  Congress,  and  had  un- 
fortunately failed  to  leceive  the  sanction  of  the  Se- 
nate.   A  measure,  however,  of  a  like  character 


having,  at  this  session,  received  the  support  of  a 
majority  of  the  Senate,  (he  alladed  to  the  bill  for 
the  armed  occupation  of  Florida,)  had  induced  him 
to  hope,  that  if  time  had  been  afforded  for  thexwn- 
sideration  of  this  bill,  and  to  have  enabled  its  friends 
to  demonstrate  its  importance,  and  the  great  neces- 
sity of  such  a  measure,  particularly  at  this  time,  as 
a  cheap  at^d  efficient  means  of  defence  of  the  west- 
ern frontier,  he  had  flattered  himself  that  this  bill 
aiso  would  have  obtained  the  support  of  a  majority 
of  the  Senate.  He  regretted  exceedingly  that  time 
was  not  allowed  for  its  consideration,  and  it  was 
the  more  to  be  deplored,  as  the  aspect  of  affairs  was 
becoming  somewhat  warlike. 

The  occupation  by  British  traders  of  our  territory 
bordering  upon  the  Pacific,  and  the  extensive  trade 
which  is  carried  on  by  them  with  all  the  Indian 
tribes,  as  well  those  within  our  acknowledged  li- 
mits as  those  inhabiting  British  territory,  have 
given  to  that  Government  a  power  and  aninfltience 
in  that  quarter  of  the  most  alarming  and  vexatious 
character.  They  can  at  any  moment  instigate  the 
savages,  even 'to  the  very  borders  of  Arkansas  and 
Missouri,  to  make  war  upon  the  frontier.  The  in- 
discriminate slaughter  of  the  whole  of  the  popula- 
tion of  both  those  Slates  might  tak#  place  before  the 
Government  could  be  informed  that  war  had  com- 
menced. The  fact  that  the  very  counties  in  Arkan- 
sas through  which  this  belt  of  land  proposed  to  be 
set  apart  in  this  bill  runs,  contain,  many  of  them, 
at  this  moment,  a  large  population,  demonstrates 
conclusively  the  fearless  character  of  that  people. 
They  merely  ask  the  Government  to  give  them 
strength  sufficient  to  enable  thein  to  resist  the  hosts 
which  may  be  brought  against  them,  and  they  will 
be  content. 

W^e  were  now  within  two  or  three  days  of  the 
end  of  the  session,  and  he  believed  it  would  be  im- 
possible to  pass  this  bill,  or  even  to  consider  it, 
without  defeating  many  bills  now  receiving  the 
final  action  of  the  two  Houses  of  Congress;  he 
therefore  most  reluctantly  felt  constrained  to  yield 
to  the  wishes  of  his  friends,  and  would  absUtm  from  , 
asking  for  the  consideration  of  the  measure  at  this 
session,    tie  moved  to  lay  the  bill  upon  the  table, 

IN  SENATE, 
FaiDAY,  March  J,  1839. 

The  brll  to  provide  for  the  protection  of  the 
Northern  and  Northwestern  frontier  bemg  taken 
up  as  in  committee  of  the  whole — 

Mr.  FULTON  said  he  rose  to  ofiTer  an  amend- 
ment to  the  bill  now  before  the  Sena4e,  providing 
for  the  appropriation  of  one  hundred  and  twen- 
ty thousand  dollars  for  the  defence  of  the  South- 
western frontier.  The  system  of  defence  proposed 
by  the  Department  of  War,  at  the  last  session,  for 
that  frontier,  asked  an  appropriation  of  upwards  of 
(700,000.  This  system  of  defence  did  not  find 
favor  with  Congress,  and  a  small  appropriation  of 
jf80,000,  merely  to  keep  the  works  of  deience  from 
total  destruction,  had  also  failed  in  the  House,  af- 
ter having  passed  the  Senate.  The  consequence 
has  been,  that  the  military  works  upon  that  fron- 
tier are  in  a  most  ruinous  condition.  He  spoke 
from  personal  knowledge  when  he  said  that  the  de- 
fences and  quarters,  as  well  as  all  the  other  strucr 
tures  at  Fort  Gibson  were  in  the  mef>t  decayed  si- 
tuation. They  are  b\\  falling  down;  and,  as  a  work 
of  defence,  this  fort  would  afi^ord  but  liitle  security 
to  the  troops,  and  as  a  post,  even  the  health  of  the 
troops  will  be  greatly  endangered  if  things  are  per- 
mitted to  remain  as  they  are. 

Mounted  troops  are  also  indispensable  in  an  In- 
dian country;  and,  in  order  to  make  these  efficient, 
not  only  the  men,  but  the  horses  also,  should  be 
taken  care  of.  Proper  suuctures  ought  to  be  fur- 
nished for  both  the  horses  and  their  provender. 
This  amendment  proposes  what  is  considered  re- 
qui^ifc  for  these  objects. 

The  proposed  appropriation  will  be  barely  suf- 
ficient to  enable  the  Department  io  keep  up  exist- 
ing works,  and  to  make  such  improvements  as  are 
absolutely  necessary,  to  place  the  frontier  in  a  tem> 
porary  state  of  defence.  And  when  the  exposed 
situation  of  the  inhabitants  is  considered,  and  the 
obligations  which  this  Government  is  under  to 
them  to  afford  them  adequate  protection,  it  would 
seem  impossible  to  suppose  that  Congress  would 
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refuse  the  necessary  appropriations  to  enable  (he 
DtpartmeDt  to  do  its  duty.  He  hoped  the  Senj.te 
would  adopt  the  amendment  which  he  now  felt  it 
to  be  his  daly  to  propose  to  the  bill  onder  conside- 
ration. 

This  amendment  failed.  On  the  next  day  Mr. 
BiNTON  proposed  an  amendment  for  the  same  ob- 
ject; when 

Mr.  FULTON  said  that  he  had  failed  in  his  pro- 
position, the  evening  before,  for  ah  appropriation 
for  the  defences  of  the  Westsm  frontier,  as  he  was 
led  to  believe,  for  the  kaat  of  the  estimates  from 
the  Department  of  War.  He  was  happy  to  be  now 
able  to  furnish  the  Senate  with  a  letter  from  the 
Secretary  of  War,  which  he  hoped  wonld  satisfy 
every  Senator  as  to  both  the  necessity  and  impor- 
tance of  the  appropriation  now  asked  for. 

Mr.  F.  then  read  the  following  letter: 

Dear  Sir:  1  regret  exceedipc^iy  that  the  sum 
asked  ior  to  be  applied  to  the  defence  of  the  west* 
em  frontier  should  have  been  refused;  and' still 
more,  that  those  who  are  so  deeply  concerned  in 
this  measure  should  not  unite  to  carry  it  through. 
W'ith  the  sum  now  available,  (provided  the 
$50,000  which  was  carried  to  the  surplus-fund  is 
reappropriated,)  and  that  proposed  by  the  Military 
Ck>mroiitee,  $80,000,  the  frontier  may  be  placed  in 
a  respectable  state  of  defence,  if  the  application 
of  the  money  be  le(>  to  the  proper  officers  of  Gk>- 
vemment. 

The  sum  I  propose  will  be  applied  to  the  works 
at  Fort  Gibson,  Fort  Smith,  fort  sn  the  IlUnoiF, 
Fort  Leaven wofth,  fort  at  Table  creek,  fort  near 
the  forks  of  the  Pes  koines,  and  to  the  completion 
of  the  road  already  commenced  by  order  of 'Con- 
gress. I  most  earnestly  hope  the  money  will  be 
appropriated.  Yours  truly, 

J.  R.  POINSETT. 
Hon.  W.  Fulton,  Senate. 

The  amendment  was  then  agreed  to  in  commit- 
tee; but  when  the  bill  was  brought  into  the  Senate, 
it  was  lost — ayes  13,  nays  18. 


REMARKS  OF  MR.  MONTGOMERY, 

Of  North  Carolina, 
In  Howe  of  RepresenJlaHves^ln  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  on  the  bill  making  appropriation  for  pro- 
secuting the  war  in  Florida  against  the  Seminole 
Indians.  . 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY  said  that  this  was  a  bill  to 
make  an  appropriation  to  support  and  pay  an  army 
in  Florida,  who  had,  he  regretted  to  say,  by  their  re- 
peated failures  to  answer  the  purposes  they  were  in 
tended  to  answer  for  the  country,  lost  the  confidence 
of  the  nation;  an^  instead  of  adding  laurels  to  the 
Country,  had  disgraced  it,  and  done  more  to  injure 
our  military  standing  in  the  estimation  of  other  na- 
tions, than  could,  he  feared,  ever  be  repaired.  In 
all  the  bloody  conflicts  that  this  country  has  h  d 
from  its  foundation  up  to  the  Seminole  and  Cre  k 
wars  of  late,  our  military  officers  and  soldiers  had 
not  only  nobly  and  successfully  sustained  their  own 
and  iheir  country's  honor  against  an  equal  force, 
but  often  against  a  force  vastly  outnumbering 
them,  and  with  great  advantages  over  them  in  other 
respects.  As  proof  of  this,  he  woul,d  refer  to  the 
battles  of  the  Revolution,  and  also  the  many  bloody 
conflicts  with  the  savages  since  that  period  up  to 
the  late  Creek  and  Seminole  wars. 

In  all  our  struggles,  we  have  been  more  than 
conquerors,  until  this  Seminole  war,  which  has 
cost  the  nation  fifteen  millions  of  money,  or  more, 
in  maintaining  an  army,  outnumbering,  ten  to  one, 
the  enemy,  and  furnished  with  better  supplies  than 
any  army  in  this  country  ever  had,  and  with  the 
advantages,  too,  of  ihree  of  our  most  experienced 
generals  of  the  regular  army.  And  what  has  been 
the  mortifying  result?  I  will  tell  you,  Mr.  Chair- 
man, what  has  been  done.  We  have  many  victo* 
ries  upon  record  here,  from  the  pens  of  our  officers, 
some  of  which  1  have  on  my  desk  before  me;  while 
the  enemy,  the  savage  Seminole,  has  not  only  the 
origiuai  battlefield  now  in  possession,  but  vastly 
more  of  our  territory  and  soil  under  their  command 
than  when  we  began  the  war  upon  them.  But 
what  is  far  more  disgraceful  to  our  army,  and  mor- 
tifying to  our  feelings,  the  ^i^emy  has  the  scalps 
of  many  of  om  aaooSmdiog  frontier  iul^abitaats  ia 


their  possession;  for  it  has  so  happened  that 
while  the  frontier  was  counting  on  protection 
from  our  army,  sent  there  for  that  purpose, 
they  have  afforded  the  frontier  no  protection  at  all, 
by  not  deterring  the  savage  from  his  inhuman 
butcheries,  nor  pursuing  and  punishing  them 
after  they  had  committed  them.  Thns,  while  the 
Government,  always  willing  and  ever  ready  to 
discharge  her  duty  justly  towards  all  her  citizens, 
has  sent  thousands  of  men  and  millions  of  money 
to  defend  and  protect  the  frontier  inhabitants  from 
the  Indian  butcheries,  we  have  bad,  in  return, 
from  our  officers,  victories  upon  paper,  while  the 
Indians  had  victories  on  the  battlefield,  and  the  ac- 
counts of  the  scalping  of  our  women  and  children, 
and  the  burning  of  their  homes,  sometimes  with 
the  bodies  of  the  slain  victims  in  them.  These 
scenes  have  so  often  ^ccurrred,  in  the  faee  of  our 
army,  during  a  period  of  several  years,  and  under 
circumstances  leaving  no  justification  for  the  com- 
manding officer  of  the  regular  army,  that  T 
confess,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  am  compelled  to  declare 
here  in  my  place,  as  a  Representative  in  part  of 
the  good  people  of  the  nation,  that  I  feel,  when  I 
am  again  called  upon  to  vote  millions  of  money  to 
sustain  and  support  an  army,  whose  officers  have, 
by  their  repeated  failures,  either  to  conquer  the  ene- 
my, or  give  protection  to  the  inhabitants  of  Flori- 
da, that  I  should  at  least  make  known  my  sentiments. 
No  man  living  can  be  more  willing  than  I  am  to  vote 
for  men  and  means  to  prosecute  a  war  to  protect 
our  citizens  and  their  rights;  and  I  have  voted  for 
all  thp  appropriations  to  support  the  war  in  Flori- 
da, and  I  am  again  willing  to  afford  all  the  means 
necessary  to  prosecute  that  war  to  a  successful  and 
speedy  termination;  but,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  feel  that 
I  am  voting  money  to  support  officers  (for  as  to  the 
soldiers,  both  regular  and  militia,!  have  the  utoiost 
confidence  in  them  in  all  respects)  that  have  prov- 
ed, by  their  conduct,  that  they  are  incompetent  or 
unwilling  to  do  their  duty,  and  by  detaining  them  in 
command  in  Florida,  and  sending  them  the  means 
of  prosecuting  the  war,  we  are  actually  uunting 
the  people  of  Florida  with  but  the  name  of  pro- 
tection. I  «m  willing  to  furnish  the  means  of  pro- 
tecting the  Floridians;  but  I  am  unwilling  to  put 
them  in  the  hands  of  these  officers  of  the  regular  ar^ 
my,  who  have,  by  their  conduct,  proved  their  in- 
competency properly  to  use  them,  and  in  whom,  I 
again  repeat,  I  have  lost  all  confidence.  I  have  al- 
ways doubted  the  efficienay  of  any  officer,  after  he 
has  spent  some  five  or  ten  years  of  his  life  in  time 
of  peace,  in  perfect  idleness,  walking  the  streets 
of  one  of  our  large  cities,  and  living  upon  the 
luxuries,  only  to  be  had  in  them.  Take  aa 
officer  who  has  been  thus  fed,  and  send  him 
into  the  backwoods,  where  he  has  nothing 
but  a  soldier's  backwoods  fare,  and  he  is  forthwith 
unmanned,  physically  and  mentally;and  the  thoughts 
of  his  former  city  dinners,  his  sparkline  cham- 
pagne, his  evening  walks  and  dances,  nine  times  out 
of  ten,  unfit  him  either  to  fight  himself,  or  to  com- 
mand others  in. fighting;  and  just  so  long  as  you  de- 
pend on  such  men  to  command  your  army,  just  so 
long  will  you  have  such  faUures  as  you  have  had 
in  Florida. 

I  will  proceed,  Mr.  Chairman,  to  show  from  the 
public  records  on  file,  and  other  proof,  ihat»  there  is 
just  grounds  strongly  to^suspect  that  this  Seminole 
war  has  not  been  prosecuted,  by  some  at  least  of 
those  high  in  command,  like  any  other  war  ever  be- 
fore heard  of;  for,  if  one  ot  the  Generals  theie  is  to 
be  believed,  in  a  late  comunication  to  the  Hon. 
Thomas  H.  Benton,  of  the  Senate,  it  never  was  the 
intention  of  the  Government,  nor  of  any  General 
there,  to  kill  these  Seminoles,  but  only  to  caiek  them, 
for  he  declares  this,  and  I  now  send  to  the  Cbair  to 
be  read  by  the  Clerk  a  letter  which  proves  this  fact. 
It  reads  thus: 

"Locust  Geovb,  nbar  Louisvillb,  Ky. 
uT^     «      ,..  January  19, 1839. 

"DBAS  Sir:  I  hare  received  yeur  letter  of  the  5th  laitant  with 
a  copy  orthe  bill  to  provide  for  the  armed  occupation  and  eet- 
tiement  of  Florida.  If  the  plan  which  you  propose  can  be  car- 
ried out,  the  Indiana  may  be  gpradually  destroyed,  or  forced  (o 
Bubmit:  and  I  know  of  nooiher  measure  likely  to  rid  the  coun- 
try of  them,  unless,  by  following  the  example  of  the  British  Go- 
vernraeni  in  their  war  with  the  Marotms  of  Jamaica,  we  employ 
the  blood  hound.  The  only  doubt  I  entertain  as  to  the  compieta 
success  of  the  plan,  arises  from  the  apprehension  thai  the  quan- 
tity of  good  land  south  of  the  29th  degree  of  north  lautude,  is  not 
sumcleot  to  induce  wttlen  to  occupy  it:  noQh  ofthatdegnet  Uie 
Qomvj  is  eenuftU;  equal  (o  tho  toaUierp  coyntfiei  on^^ryift 


and  AlatMnM^  but  south  of  it,  the  gaod  land  is  eoafiaedtosftw 
detached  spots  aldng  the  coast  on  both  sides  of  the  psmanh: 
and  fresh  water  can  rarely  be  obtained  on  (be  Qolf  coutmiS 
of  Charlotta's  harbor,  eren  wlien4b«  land  is  fit  for  cqIUtwIoq, 
Between  the  raouih  of  the  WithlacoocheeaiidTkoopafiiy.dui 
is  a  considerable  body  of  excellent  land;  there  is  alio  gKulaod 
near  Cohap  Kilaga;  and  between  the  OcUawaha  aad  8L  Mua 
riTera,Ihavenodoubt  healthy  aituatloiM  for  stadsuornri. 
dances  noaj^  be  found;  and  aa  to  the  conoliy  north  of  the  Wih. 
laeoochee,  it  isqult«  as  healthy  as  the  greater  poitioDorUa 
Wentem  and  SonthwMem  Biaie^  and  the  whole  snboudim 
haalthy  aa  any  part  of  onr  Atlantic  aeaboard  somh  tf  te 
Delaware.  I  would  advise  that  the  planieis  sod  fniiMi 
he  urired  to  return  to  the  'plantatioi»  aod  fattos  wld(^ 
they  nare  abandoned,  and  iha  whoU  coantry  wKk 
of  Tampa  Bay  be  aettled  aa  aoon  as  poaiMs.  !)■ 
coasts  or  Florida  afford  as  valuable  fisheries,  in  pnqxmioi 
to  their  extent,  as  the  banks  of  Newfoundland;  and  uioogh  dw 
country  south  of  Tampa  bay  affords  but  liuleiDdnoenemtsito 
cultivator,  a  population  sumcient'to  confine  the  Indiani  toibs 
interior  might  nnd  near  the  coast  abundant  support  bf  con* 
bining  fishinc  with  cultivation.  A  supply  of  froo  wtfar OMiii! 
be  obuained  from  the  adjacent  islands. 

"The  posts  to  be  occupied  by  th«  troops  OHist  depod,  iMaB< 
sari!  V,  uaon  the  number  and  poaitioli  of^the  settlemeota  Tbm 
should  always  be  a  sutncient  force  in  the  neighborhood  of  etch 
setOameni  10  serve  asa  rallying  paiattothassolen^nidiowiii 
with  liiem  either  for  pnipoae  of  protection  or  pursuit  Tfam 
is  a  small  body  of  good  land  on  Hew  river,  also,  on  iheWnii 
river  near  Cape  Florida,  which  was  occupied  previous  to  <h» 
war.  Two  or  three  hundred  inhabitants  ml^t  oapoon  ikna- 
sel  ves  com  fortabl v  on  that  portion  of  tba  territory.  No  pin  of 
the  United  States  is  more  healthy.  A  light-house  jsiwcewiiy 
in  that  neighborhood;  aod  so  valuable  is  the  comautGetliK 
part  of  the  coast,  andeo  nvoeninsilie  wncbb 


consequence  of  the  difHculty  of  the  navlsatioo,  that,  to  ptowt 
the  crews  and  property  cast  on  shore,  the  country  mM  te 
.  settled,  aad  military  posts  be  estabUsbed  on  New  ilrai;  Md 
near  Cape  Florida. 
'  "There  is  a  body  of  excellent  land  near  Cape  Btblejtbt  nm 
southerly  point  on  the  peninsula,  which  would  support  sennl 
hundred  iniiabitanta.  This  it  would  be  highly  advamuBou  to 
occupy  as  soon  as  possible.  A  military  poHi  ihoahfbeeai> 
blished  and  maintautedat  the  cape.  Posts  will  be  oeoeanij  it 
Indian  river  inlet,  at  the  head  of  Indian  river,  at  New  Smyn^ 
aod  at  one  or  two  other  points  between  the  lauer  poa  asift. 
Aoeustine.  A  post  should  be  esubliahed  at  Punta  Ilaia,aadk 
of  Tampa  and  (he  mouth  of  the  Suwannee;  those  polab  of 
course  to  be  determined  by  the  settlements  that  may  beoodi 
on  or  near  the  coast.  The  posts  acroes  the  caoooy  6qib  ito 
Oulf  to  the  Atianiic  should  not  considered  permanent,  btt  lie 
changed  aa  the  settlements  in  the  interior  be  advanced  to  the 
south.  I  have  read  the  letter  of  Burgeon  General  LawsM,  aad 
agrfl«  with  him  generally  in  lus  viewa^  As  to  thevar  alKii 
we  have  carrjedon  in  Florida,  it  difiecs  not  only  firomaayiHi 
before  waged  by  this  country,  but  from  any  other  of  whia  ii 
have  an  account  in  hisu>nr,  unless  the  Maroon  wariDJanaiei 
be  an  exception.  The  object  baa  been,  and  k  now^  not  to  baa 
and  compel  the  enemy  to  make  peace,  but  to  catch ibenL  Ha 
force  employed  against  them,  either  In  the  former  erpnast 
Seminole  war.  no  matter  liy  whom  commanded,  has  ever  feais 
able  to  catch  them;  and  my  decided  opinion  ii^  if  tbef  sfacke 
caught,  it  must  be  with  their  own  consent;  and  that  cosmfc 
will  hardly  be  given  until  they  find  the  white  man  ia  llek 
way.  Let  them  be  cpwded  by  seuleia,  and  that  wbicb  haaia> 
variably  occurred  throughout  the  whole  history  of  oaraaHl»' 
menta  will  occur  again;  they  will  not  only  consent  uneam^ 
but  will  desire  it  as  the  greatest  benefit  the  nation  caa  eoiAr 
upon  them. 

With  high  cooaideraiion  and  respect, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

TH.&  JS8IIP. 
The  Hon.  Tho.  H.  Bbmtoii. 

Chairman  of  the  Military  Commiueeof  tbaSeBaiak 
Will  auy  man  now  doubt  that  great  injustuehH 
been  done  to  the  Government  and  to  the  people  of 
suffering  Florida,  when  the{General  who  had  awfcr 
his  command  8,993  men,  seht  there  by  Govcn- 
ment,  with  all  the  necessary  means  and  moaitiaK 
of  war,  and  placed  under  his  command^  as  we  all 
supposed,  to  chastise  the  savages  in  the  usual  «qr» 
for  these  daily  murders  committed  on  the  fnmiier 
people,  when  we  are  here  told,  in  this  leOer, 
that  ^Mhe  object  was  not,  nor  is  it  now,  to  beat  aaC 
compel  the  enemy  to  make  peace,  but  to  atk 
ihem;*'  and,  I  suppase  by  way  of  clearing  his  on 
skirts  of  all  blame  for  not  catching  them,  be  st^ 
**No  force  employed  against  them,  either  h  tbe 
former  or  present  Seminole  war,  no  matter  If 
whom  commanded,  has  ever  been  able  te  eflldt 
them;  and  my  decided  opinion  is,  if  they  efw  te 
caught,  it  ipust  be  with  (heir  own  oonsrnt.*'  Wfi 
ever  such  language  heard  before  from  any  ofl^ff 
holding  even  a  corporal's  command,  much  leasrai^ 
a  commanding  major  general  of  the  United  siriB 
regular  army?  Great  God,  Mr.  Chairman,  Mi 
will  this  nation  and  the  world  say  wh«a  ttef  ae 
this  declaration  made  by  this  high  officeil  Ifte 
was  acting  under  instructions  from  the  Yfudkt, 
when  he  was  only  tiying  to  catch  the  Indians  fltt 
were  daily  killing  and  bcalping  the  FloriifitflkJ 
want  to  see  them.  I  have  seen  some  of  tbe  MM 
from  the  War  office  to  that  General,  andao^W 
instructions  were  in  them.  If  he  was  '<0if  l|R^ 
there  upon  a  trapping  ezpedition,  not  to  .bcal,^ 
compel  the  Semiuoles  to  make  peace  \ai  n^|# , 
catch  th^m,  why  was  he  not  furnished  wilh  J 
and  snares,  and  such  other  materials  as  vdvii 
toliii  9bject9  and  (atentioiis?  Wbjrnik^'^ 
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Dished,  At  Ml  ezpettse  of  millions  of  onr  money, 
witk«aiiBOD,  powder  and  balls,  masketo,  bayonets, 
9u^\  And  why  did  be,  in  a  Utter  dated  ''Head- 
quarters, Votaisia,  Florida,  December  13,  1636,'* 
directed  to  the  Adjatant  General,  Washington  cify, 
(to  be  found  on  page  53»  in  document  76,)  call  for 
double  barrelled  }Kun^i?'Are  these.ibe  kind  of  officers 
that  we  are  to  send  a  large  army  of  men  under, 
with  all  the  implements  of  war,  at  an  expanse  of 
millions  annually,  to  defend  onr  frontier  iuha- 
biiants  against  the  Seminole  warrior,  with  his 
snerring  liOe  and  his  bUody  scalping  knife 
and  tomahawk;  and  after  a  total  failure  lo 
slop  the.ie  muriers,  then  we  and  the  suffering 
and  bleeding  Florida  frontier  are  tauntingly  told 
thai  these  Generals  were  only  trying  to  catch  these 
muidering  Indians,  and  that  ifever  they  are  caught, 
,  it  will  be  by  iheir  own  oon^ent.  Meaning,  I  sup- 
pooe,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  after  all  the  hellish  mur- 
ders perpetrated,  if  the  Seminole  has  been  fully  sa- 
tisfied and  drenched  with  the  innocent  blood  of  the 
Floridians,  that  then  be  will  come  forward  and  vo- 
lantarily  be  caught  in  some  trap  or  snare  that  our 
noble  Gieneral,  who  may  then  have  the  command  of 
some  eight  or  ten  tbodsand  men,  may  hare  set  for 
him.  Great  Gh)d!  what  sympathy  for  a  bleeding 
frontier,  and  what  patience  and  forbearance  for  the 
Indians!  Sir,  my  blood  boils  in  my  veins,  when  I 
think  of  sQch  conduct.  I  hope  I  have  the  usual 
portion  of  good  feelings  for  all  men;  but,  Mr.  Chair- 
man, I  would  never  wail  to  eofdk  an  Indian  who 
wonld  murder  my  wife  or  my  children,  or.  any  of 
my  neighbors.  I  would  despatch  him  in  the  quick- 
cut  .way  possible  in  my  power.  Yes,  sir,  I  woold, 
if  I  had  the  power  to  do  so,  command  a  legion  of 
fiary  dragons  to  go  forth  and  consume  them  in- 
amntly.  That  would  be  my  kind  of  eatddng;  and 
I  any  that  the  General  who  goes  to  fight  Indians 
with  any  other  feeling,  is  unfit  for  the  service;  and 
ns  aoon  as  that  fact  is  known,  he  should  be  at  least 
diabnnded  and  stricken  from  the  army  forthwith,  as 
imworthy  of  the  name  of  a  soldier. 

Bfr,  Chairman,  1  had  intended  to  have  began 
with  the  disastrous  and  unfortunate  war,  and 
broiight  before  this  committee  and  the  country 
nome  of  the  many  fads  that  are  on  record  as  proof 
thnt  the  fault  was  in  the  commanding  officers.  But 
ay  ixiend  from  Alabama,  [Mr.  Crabb,]  who  has 
preceded  me  in  this  discnssiofi,  has  so  ably  and  so 
Afipropriately  noticed  the  operations  under  the  two 
first  generals  that  commanded  there,  (Scott  and 
Craines,)  that  I  am  relieved  from  that  part  of  my 
Tenuirks  which  were  intended  to  apply  to  their  ope- 
rations. I  will  only  say,  that  I  most  heartily  concur 
with  bim  in  believing  that  the  failures  under  these 
eaoBinandeis  were  solely  attribuublc  lo  their  per- 
sonal bad  feelings  towards  each  other.  I  believe 
'With  the  honorable  member  from  Alabama,  that 
had  the  first  commander  been  allowed  to  remain 
there  with  half  the  force  and  means  that  has  since 
been  aent  there,  that  be  would  have  terminated  the 
wrar  long  since,  not  by  eateking  but  by  killing  the 
enemy. 

I  will,  Mr.  Chaiiman,  commence  with  the  cam- 
paigrn  in  1836,^ and  give  some  extracts  from  the  let- 
tern,  etc  of  the  commanding  general,  (T.  S.  Jesup.) 
Jn  I>oc.  78, 9d  session  25th  Congress,  the  following 
eactraeta  are  so  be  found: 

"  VoLUBiA,  DeMmber  S,  1836. 
•*  Vhe  pay  of  the  regular  troope,  including  the  officers,  should 
be  doulded,  to  secure  ihem  ttie  ordinary  comforts  daring  their 
uui  nice  in  Florida.  Let  me  entreat  you,  as  you  regard  the  best 
lmai.gls  of  theserrice,  to  impress  upon  Congieeithe  neceaeity 
9i#'  pcitiiqg  the  army  upon  a  better  fooling.  I  wish  nothing 
eayeK  aodr  if  justice  can  be  doneui  my  brave  compeniooa,! 
nrfll  cheerfully  eerre  out  the  campaign  without  pay  or  emolu- 
mania  I  stiall  comoMoce  operations  immediately,  with  the 
BtOMMC  Tlgor  which  the  means  at  my  command  will  )Mmit,  and 
■ban  keepyou  constauilT  advised  of  my  progren. 
With  high  coDsldention  and  respect, 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  serranf, 
.       _  ^  TH.  8.  JESUP. 

Clka  fioD.  B.  F.  BoTLBB, 

ftocieiary  of  War,  Waahiagton  City.** 

*'  VoLxmxA.  Flobida,  December  9L 1836. 

•*  Thiak  you  may  be  aseured,  ta  a  negro,  not  an  Indian  war; 
Ksd  if  it  besot  apeedily  put  down,  the  South  will  feel  the  effects 
f  it,  ofi  tbeir  slave  popnlatien  before  the  end  of  the  next  season. 

•*  ICJuJaaatbe  army  be  placed  upon  a  better  fooling,  it  will  die- 
mMMAi  diacba^ges  arenuinerous^  and  no  soldiers  re-enlist.  The 
|fUs«n  cannot aubalat  on  ihe  miserable  pittance  now  allowed 
U^gKVs  they  sbould,  upon  principles  of  common  jnatlcr,  be 
^Bie^aonalbocingwitlioOReBpondioggradeaintbeDavy.  You, 
K-  ^arUl  commaoa  their  g^oiciide,  abid  render  an  impoitant 
^-^ — totbecomtry,  bytaUngtbeleadinthJamaoar. . 


^'Assure  the  PresideAi  that  whosoever  prompuwH  and 
energy  can  accomplish  shall  be  done. 

With  high  consideration  and  respect,     . 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  wrvant, 

TH.  8.  JB9UP. 
Hon.  B.  F.  Botlbb, 

Acting  Secretary  of  War,  Washington  City." 

Volusia,  December  12, 1836. 

Without  a  strong  corps  of  wagon^driverji,  muleteers,  and 
laborers,  U  is  almost  impossibld  to  act  emci<rnily  in  this  coun- 
try. The  Southern  miltiia  do  not  labor  for  themselves,  and 
consequently  cannot  or  will  not  labor  for  the  public.  The  re< 
gular  troope  are  on  constant  fatigue  duty,  and  a  road  leading 
from  camp,  and  on  which  we  are  to  march  lo-day,  re(}uirbig 
repairs,  I  sent  instructions  to  General  Armstrong  last  night  to 
move  forward  with  his  brigade,  and  cause  the  necessary  repairs 
to  bo  made.  He  replied  that  it  would  be  impoasibie,  as  his  men 
would  not  work.  I  shall,  therefore,  be  compelled  to  put  thia 
labor  also  upon  the  regular  troops.  At  the  same  time  that  I 
consider  Southera  volunteers  inefficient  for  nianv  purposes,  it 
is  due  to  them  to  say  that  they  are  efficient  whenever  rapid 
marches  are  to  be  made,  or  an  enemy  to  be  fought.  Ado  to 
them  such  a  corps  as  I  propose,  and  you  make  them  efficient 
for  pvery  purpose. 

I  am,  sir,  most  respectfully,  your  obedient  Mrvant, 

TH.  S.  JESUP, 
Major  General  coffimaii^g. 
The  Bon.  B.  P.  Btrrun, 

Acting  Secretaiy  or  War,  Washington  Cit  . 

How  will  Southern  militia  like  this  reflection?  Is 
it  a  fact  thai  the  Southern  militia  do  not  work? 
They  can  answer. 

VoLosiA,  December  12, 1^36. 

Cannot  something  be  done  for  the  army?  1  he  officers  should 
be  placed  on  a  footing  with  those  of  the  nav^;  and  all  officers 
or  soldiers  who  are  serving,  or  have  served,  m  Florida,  below 
the  rank  of  nutior  general,  should  have  grants  of  land. 

It  is  Impossible  to  obtain  an  accurate  return  of  the  troope^ 
of  course  no  retom  can  be  made. 

If  I  baa  one  thousand  volunteers  or  militia  to  take  the  place 
of  the  Tennesseeans  immediately,  I  should  be  able  to  termi- 
nate the  war  in  sixty  days.  The  prospects  are  flattering,  even 
now;  but  I  am  not  sanguine  of  success.  The  country  fa  not 
so  difficult  as  it  has  been  rspresenied,  but  the  difficulties  which 
we  find  arise  from  the  entire  destitution  of  every  kind  of  sup- 
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To  pursue  the  Indians  in  the  swamps,  I  must  have  good 
double-barrelled  guns;  and  te  enable  me  to  keep  the  field  a 
sufficient  length  of  time  to  render  any  service,  I  must  have 
portable  soup.    I  shall  order  both. 

1  have  the  hmior  to  be,  air,  your  obedient  servant, 

TH.  S.  JESUP. 
Fort  ARMaraoNO,  Jan.  19, 1837. 
I  am  happy  to  find  that  yon  have  recommeDdcd  a  bounty  in 
land  to  the  soldiers;  it  should,  in  strict  justice,  be  extended  to 
the  rsgimental  and  junioE  etan  officers. 

With  high  consideration  and  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be, 
sir,  your  obedient  servant,  TH08.  B.  JESUP, 

Major  General  Commanding. 
The  Hon.  B.  F.  Butudl 

Secretary  of  War,  Waahfaigton  City. 

HBA04VABTBH8,  AJUfT  OF  THB  BotlTE, 

Fort  Dade,  (Florida)  March  26, 1837. 

6m:  I  have  the  satisfaction  to  be  able  to  report  that  the  Se- 
minole chief  Yaliolooche,  ^Cloud,)  who  commanded  at  the  Wa- 
hoo,  is  at  Tampa  Bay  with  his  family;  and  he  has  about  two 
hundred  of  his  people  in  a  camp  near  that  pooL 

The  nr incipal  chiefs  on  the  Sl  John's,  Tuskinla  and  Emath,* 
la«  (Philip,)  have  sent  mesasges  to  me:  they  will  obey  the  order 
of  Micanopy  to  emigrate.  Philip  sent  his  son,  who  imformed 
Tfie  that  his  father  had  required  Ablaca,(Sam  Jones,)  chief  of 
the  Micasukiea,  to  join  him  and  accompany  him  on  his  visit  to 
Micanopy. 

The  war  is  no  doubt  ended,  If  a  firm  and  prudent  course  be 
pursued;  but  a  trifling  improprietv,  on  the  part  of  the  white  po- 
pulation or  the  frontier,  might  Ilgnt  it  up  again.  The  nearoes 
rule  the  Indians,  and  it  is  important  that  they  should  fe^l  them- 
selves secure:  if  they  should  become  alarmed,  and  hold  out, 
the  war  will  be  renewed. 

I  shall  send  one  batialioD  of  the  Indian  warriors  serving  in 
Florida  to  Mobile,  so  soon  aa  it  can  be  mustered  and  paid,  and 
transports  be  obtained. 

The  Alabama  draAa  will  be  sent  ofl*  as  soon  ^  thev  can 
4)0  paid:  transports  have  been  provisioned  for  them-  The  na- 
val garrison,  furnished  bv  Commodore  Dallas  for  Fort  Foster, 
has  been  relieved  and  oroered  to  join  the  shi^  whence  it  was  de- 
tached. 

1  shall  discharge  the  volunteers  and  militia  force  aa  rapidly 
as  the  circumstances  of  the  service  will  permit;  and  ehalltake 
meesnres  to  have  the  ordnance  and  other  stores,  not  required 
in  Florida,  taken  to  the  most  convenient  arsenals  and  store- 


J  have  the  hotter  to  be, 

Very  i espectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

TH.  S.  JESUP, 
fifajor  General  comnuuiding. 
Brigadier  General  R.  Jombs, 

Adijutaot  General,  Waahington  City. 

Tampa  Bat,  May  17, 1837. 
We  committed  an  error,  in  reaard  to  these  Indians,  in  the 
attempi  to  remove  them  before  the  country  was  required  for 
white  settlers  In  all  other  cases  of  removal,  a  while  popula- 
tion has  been  pressing  upon  and  crowding  out  tho  Indians  be- 
fore they  were  required  to  leavb  the  homea  of  their  fathers; 
here,  there  was  no  population  pressing  upon  them,  and  they 
have  never  felt  the  necessity  u>  co.  Besides,  the  negroes  lulc 
tltem,  and  the  arrival  of  several  Floridians  iu  camp  for  the 
purpoee  of  looking  after  and  apprehending  negroes,  apreads 
general  coostemation  among  them.  Those  that  were  in  camp 
fled,  and  carried  Uie  panic  with  them,  and  we  cannot  now  in- 
duce them  to  return. 

I  am,  general,  respectfully. 

Your  obedieni  ssrvant, 

TH.  8.  JESUP, . 
Major  GsDaral  commanding. 
Bsigidier  Geneial  B.  Jome, 

*  Adjutant  Gfloeral,  Waahktgton  Oity. 


BrnMBWAxataB  AaiiV  op  tbb  Soutb, 

Tampa  Bay,  June  6, 1837. 

Sib:  I  have  the  honor  to  leport  that  this  campaign,  so  f ar  aa 
relates  to  lAdian  emigraiion,ha8enttirely  failed. 

The  Seminole  chiefe  were,  1  believe,  aincere  in  their  inlen* 
lions  of  fulfilling  the  provisionBof  the  treaty;  bnt  they  have  no 
influence  over  their  people,  except  for  purposes  of  miscljief. 
The  warriors,  I  uodemtand,  have  degraded  Micanopv,  and 
placed  Bam  Jones,  the  Mickasuky  chief,  at  the  head  at  the  na> 
tion  Micanopy,  Jumper,  and  Cloud,  met  me  in  council  on 
the  Ist  instant;  they  were  to  have  come  in  gain  on  the  2d,  but 
felled;  and  on  the  night  of  that  day  they  were  seized  by  a  force 
or  armed  warrioia,  and  removed  to  the  Interior.  I  succeeded 
in  securing  a  number  of  their  negroes,  aadhave  sent  them  to 
New  Orleana 

^*The  season  is  too  for  advanced  for  the  renewal  of  oflfensive 
operations.  All,  therefore,  that  can  be  done,  is  to  place  the 
troops  in  such  posftions  as  shall  at  the  same  time  covt-r  the 
flrontier,  and|;lve  reasonable  assurance  of  health.  The  garri- 
sons of  Forts  Mellon  |nd,  on  the  St.  John's,  antl  Foster,  on  the 
Uillsboro,  must  be  wmidrawti  in  consequence  ol  the  uahealihi- 
ness  of  the  sites;  and  Fort  Dade,  on  the  Withlacoochie,  must 
also  be  withdrawn,  from  the  difficulty  of  supply  it  duting  the 
wet  season. 

"The  negroes  whom  I  seized  say  the  Indians  will  not  renew 
the  war,  unless  attacked.  This  may  be  irue;  but  we  cannot 
trust  them.  The  best  security  for  the  frontiei  will  be  complete 
prepaiations  to  repel  atuick. 

"Emigration  I  consider  impracticable.  The  Indians,  gene-  , 
rally,  would  prefer  death  to  removal  from  the  country,  and  no- 
thing short  oi-extermination.will  free  us  from  them.  Not  asin> 
gle first  fate  warrior  has  surrendered  since  the  commencement 
of  the  war;  nor  has  a  single  Instance  occurred  of  a  Seminole 
having  proved  false  to  his  country. 

The  difficulties  presented  by  the  country  are  great,  but  thoae 
preeented  by  ihe  climate  are  greaier.  Many  of  the  poets  neces- 
sary to  success  during  the  season  of  operation?  must  be  aban- 
doned early  in  the  summer,  to  preserve  the  lives  of  their  garri- 
sons; and  the  consequence  is.  that  at  the  commencement  of 
every  campaign  nearly  all  the  interior  depotn  havetobere-esta^ 
bliahed. 

If  operations  are  to  be  renewed  in  the  fall^  it  is  important  that 
early  preparations  be  made,  and  that  the  officer  who  is  to  con* 
duct  them  have  every  thing  in  readiness  to  take  the  field  by  tho 
first  of  October.  I  will  write  to  you  again  In  detail  on  this  sttb< 
ject.  In  the  mean  time  I  desire  you  to  present  my  most  earnest 
requests  to  the  Secretary  of  War  and  the  General-in-Chief,  that 
I  be  immediately  relieved  from  the  command  of  this  arm  v.  It 
is  known  to  the  members  of  the  late  Administration  that  I  was  t 
placed  in  command  not  only  withoui  eoliciiauoo,  but  coi^trary 
to  my  known  and  expressed  wishes. 

I  am,  sir,  mo^t  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

TH.  S.  JESUP, 
Major  General  Commaudiog. 
Brig.  Gen.  R.  Jomrs, 

Adjuumt  General. 

Tlias,  we  see  that  those  Indians  that  were 
eakhed  were  let  out  of  the  trap,  and  again  set  at 
liberty  lo  use  the  scalping  knife  and  tomahawk 
Qpen  the  frontier  inhabitants. 

HBAD4UARTER8,  AlUrY  OF  TBB  SoiTTR, 

F»rt  Seileman,  Garey'e  Ferry^  July  25,  1837. 
Gbmsral:  I  have  received  your  letter  on  the  11th  instant. 
Oq  the  6ih  of  June,  in  closing  my  official  report  to  you,  I  asked 
to  be  relieved  from  the  command  of  this  army,  l  made  this 
request  to  disembarrass  the  Government,  suppoMng  that  public 
opinion,  when  all  had  not  been  successfully  accomplished  that 
had  been  expected,  might  demand  my  reeall;  and  I  was  orr- 
willing  that  any  considerations,  personal  to  myself^  should  for  a 
moment  embarrass  the  service,  or  interrupt  orinfluence  tho 
plans  of  the  Governmenu  [Signed  a»  above.} 

VoLiTBiA,  Dec.  6, 1836. 

The  pav  of  the  regular  troopa,  including  the  officers,  should 
be  douMeu,  to  secure  them  the  ordinary  comforts  during  their 
service  in  Florida.  Let  me  entreat  you,  as  you  regaid  the  best 
interests  of  the  service,  to  impress  upon  Congress  the  necessity 
of  putting  the  army  upon  a  better  footing.  I  wish  nothlne  my- 
self, and,  il  justice  can  be  done  to  my  brave  companions,  I  will 
cheerfully  serve  out  the  coropaifn  without  pay  or  cmolumenis. 
I  shall  commence  operations  Immediately^  with  the  iitmoet 
vigor  which  the  means  at  my  command  will  permit,  and  ahall 
keep  you  consuintlv  advised  of  my  proareas.     . 

With  high  consideration  and  respect,  I  am,  sir,  your  obedient 
servant,  '  THOMAS  S.  JESUP. 

To  the  Hon  B.  F.  Butlbb, 

Acting  Secretary  oi  War,  Washington  city. 

'*Tampa  Bay,  June  Id,  1837. 
"t^e  troopf  and  all  officer*  beltfw  the  rank  of  major  geneml 
should  receive  double  pay  while  oervios  in  Floriita.      And  the 
general  who  is  to  command  should  be  imme<llaiely  required  to  ' 
make  hisarrangemenis  to  take  the  field  by  the  Im  of  October, 
and  should  be  unrestricted  as  to  meantt.     If  the  war  be  carrieu    - 
on,  it  must  necessarily  bq  one  of  extermination. 

[  Signed  aa  above.  ] 

"Tampa  Bay,  June  16,  1837. 
"Should  the  Indians  remain  in  this  Territory,  the  negroes 
amorg  them  will  form  a  rallving  point  for  runaway  negroes 
from  the  adjacent  States;  ana,  should  they  remove,  the  fast- 
nesses of  the  country  would  be  luonediately  occupied  bv  ne- 
groes. I  am  very  sure  they  could  be  confined  to  a  small  dis- 
trict near  Florida  point;  and  would  accept  prace,  and  the  small 
district  refei red  ta  as  the  condition  forthesurrendtrof  all  runa- 
way negroes  1  tnrow  out  these  hints  for  the  consiJeraiion  of 
my  official  superiors,  without  pretending  to  ofier  an  opinion  as 
to  the  pioprieiy  of  adopting  them,  and 

"I  am,  sir,  most  reepecuully,  your  obedient  servant, 

.THOS.  S   JESUP. 
'•The  Hon.  3.  R.  Poinshtt,  * 

Secreuiry  of  War,  Washington  city." 

nBADft(7A»nns,  Abmy  op  thb  South, 
Volusia,  November  21,  18il7. 
Sir:  I  have  a  sufficient  force  for  cvpry  purpoee,  either  in  the 
field  or  coming  on.    Supplies  are  abundant  for  all  immediate 
purpoees;  and  all  requited  for  futo^  operations  can  be  obtained 
aa  they  may  be  wanted. 
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The  Maine  Controversy — Mr.  Gushing 


Tho  lodiana  are  already  dhyen  from  more  than  fifteen  mii- 
lions  or  acres  or  land,  worth  twenty  noillions  oT  dollais;and  in 
Jeae  than  a  month  we  shall  drive  them  off  from  five  to  ten  mil- 
liuns  of  acres  more.  The  St.  John's  is  aavigable  for  steamboats 
fifty  miles  above  Fort  Mellon;  tnd  the  coimiry,  I  aodersiand,  is 
more  valuable  the  farther  we  go  eooih. 

Colenol  Mills  has  joioad.  from  Fort  King,  with  three  hundred 
volunieers,  and  Colonel  Twiggs,' with  four  hundred  dragoons, 
hasjuatreturaed  from  arecooooiasanoe  ofihe  countrr  between 
the  St.  John's  and  the  Ocklawaba,  north  of  the  road  from  Volu- 
sia lo  Fort  Annsuong.  1  shall  proceed  on  thb  23d  or  aiih,  at 
the  bemi  of  lUs  force,  south  of  the  wad,  and  sweep  the  whole 
country  between  the  flu  John's  and  the  Ocklawoha  to  Fort 
Mellon. 

General  Eustis  is  at  Fort  Mellon,  and  Lieutenant  Colonel 
Banfcheaii  has  been  sent  forward  to  establish  a  post  forty  or  fifty 
miles  above. 

Congress,  I  perceive,  are  alarmed  at  the  expenses  of  the 
war;  £ey  have  gotten  the  country  into  it,  and  they  will  find 
that  they  most  make  thiM  or  four  sach  appropriauona,  at  the 
least,  before  they  get  clear  of  it.  They  broke  the  army  down 
in  1S2],  and  are  responsible  for  all  the  Indian  diiRcuities  which 
have  since  taken  place.  Hadthev  leftii  as  it  was  in  1818,  it 
would  have  been  competent,  with  the  two  regiment  of  dra- 

Sons  since  added,  for  every  purpoee  of  defence,  as  well  as  for 
a  suppression  of  every  hoetile  movement  on  the  part  of  the 


s; 


L 


I  hope  that  the  huckstering  views  of  certain  prominent 
members  will  not  be  allowed  to  influence  the  tpolicy  of  the 
country,  or  prevent  the  appropriations  necessary  to  carry  it 
out. 

.  As  to  the  removal  of  theSeminoles,  I  believe  now  it  can  be 
elTected,  so  far  as  the  n>ain  body  are  concerned,  though  I  have 
no  doubt  the  present  generation  will  have  passed  away  before 
the  whole  be  driven  Ironi  the  country.  But  the  Cherokees 
will  give  trouble,  if  prompt  measures  be  not  adopted  in  regard 
to  them  before' the  let  or  May.  A  war  with  them,  however, 
cannot  last  a  month,  if  proper  dispositions  be  made  in  time. 
All  the  difficulties  of  ovr  Indian  wars  have  resulted  from  de- 
layine  preparations  too  long. 

I  will  write  at  least  every  week. 
'   And  I  ^,  sir,  wiiii  high  consideration  and  respect,  your  obe- 
dieni  servant, 

THOB.S.  JESOP. 

Hon.  J.  R.  POIKSBTT, 

Beccetary  of  War,  Waahhigton  city. 

I  ask  the  attention  of  this  committee  and  of  this 
nation,  to  the  recorded  facts  contained  in  the  above 
extracts,  to  prove  what  1  have  said,  that  the  regu- 
lar army  has  become  useless  and  totally  inefficient, 
and  shoald  be  disbanded.  I  was  disposed  to  make 
all  ^reasonable  allowances  for  the  country,  ham- 
mocks, etc.  But  the  failure  has  been  too  great  for 
all.  We  only  want  a  Jackson  there  a  short  time 
to  settle  the  whole  matter.  Our  military  eatAbli^- 
ment  is  a  heavy  expense.  Since  18X7,  it  has  cost 
nsthe  sum  of  $143,517,094  76;  of  which  $66,331,- 
192  9£  has  been  expended  upon  the-  army  alone, 
and  $77,185,904  80  upon  fortificaiioas,  etc.  etc. 
That  portion  of  this  vast  expenditure  which  sup- 
plies arms  for  the  soldiers,  I  approve,  and  would 
extend  it  until  alfthe  militia  of  this  country  had  a 
good  musket  in  their  hands. 

By  the  returns  made  from  the  States  andTerrito- 
ries,.we  have  one  million  and  a  quarter  of  militia. 
'  Drill  them,  and  put  arms  in  their  hands,  and  the 
combined  civilized  world  cannot  conquer  us.  I 
am  opposed  to  any  distinction  in  the  military  force 
of  the  country.  Your  regular  army  look  down 
with  disdain  upon  our  militia,  and  often  treat  them 
with  contempt.  This  is  well  calculated  to  create 
bad  feelings,  and  destroy  the  efficiency  of  our  militia. 
Disband  your  standing  army^  make  private  citizens 
of  them  in  times  of  peace,  and  expend  half  or  one- 
third  of  what  you  annually  pay  them,  to  impzove 
and  enebncage  the  militia;  and  when  men  are 
wanted  to  fight,  yon  will  have  a  sufficient  number 
of  volunteers  to  expel,  any  enemy  that  will  ever 
present  itself. 

In  1621  onr  army  was  reduced  from  ten  to  six 
thousand;  in  1837  increased  to  eight  thousand; 
and  in  1838  to  about  twelve  thousand,  and  a  large 
increase  of  pay  to  some  officers.  I  thought  I  saw 
in  this  most  unjustifiable  increase  a  tendency  to- 
wards a  military  despotism,  that  would  soon  rule 
this  Government.  I  believe  that  your  army  officers 
have  done  more  lo  hicrease  the  expenses  of  this 
Government  than  all  other  classes  of  our  popula- 
tion. I  have  seen  enough  at  the  present  session  of 
Congress  of  the  hanging  on  of  military  officers, 
from  Generals  down,  tfround  and  about  this  Hall, 
a^ing  and  begging  members  to  support  and  carry 
through  allowances  for  themselves  that  law  -and . 
justice  had  rejected.  I  witnessed  it  with  pain  and 
mortification.  It  reminded  me  of  the  extracts 
above  from  the  Commanding  General  in  Florida, 
who  scarcely  ever  foiigot  to  put  in  his  letters  to  the 
War  Office  either  some  dictation  to  Congress  what 
she  should  do,  or  beg  the  officers  there  to  press  Con- 
gress to  allow  double  pay,  or  bounty  in  land,  to  all 
under  a  Major  General.    This  was  beginning  to 


near  his  own  dear  self,  that  it  might  be  supposed 
that  he  would  not  complain  if  he  should  be  also 
included  among  those  th^t  should  have  '^double 
pay,"  "land  bottaty,"  etc.  and  all,  too,  before  they 
bad  **searcely  cai^Ki  a  single  Indian.*' 

I  am  admonished,  Mr.  Chairmaft,  that  time  is 
too  precious  to  dwell  longer  upon  this  subject.  I 
have  discharged  i.  part  of  what  I  thought  my  duty. 
1  will  vote  for  this  bill,  hoping  that  some  protec- 
tion may  be  afforded  the  s uflfermg  people  of  Ptori- 
da,  who  I  do  think  have  been  by  the  officers  of  the 
array  wretchedly  slighted.  I  would  prefer  putting 
the  means  affoided  by  Government  into  the  hands 
of  the  people  of  Florida,  and  allow  them  to  use  it 
for  their  own  protection,  and  disband  your  regular 
army  that  are  there,  from  which  we  hear  but  little 
of  late.  The  last  account  of  them  was  that  they 
had  get  down  near  Dead  man's  bay.  I  hope  they 
have  not  fallen  into  it.  I  see  the  Indians  are  ad- 
vancing west  upon  the  settlements,  and  doing  al- 
mrst  diLily  mischief.  I  am  for  calling  out  a  volun- 
teer force  sufficient  lor  destroying  them,  and  of 
quieting  the  Territory,  and  securing  to  the  inhabi- 
tants peace  and  security.  We  are  morally  and 
politically  bound  to  do  so,  and  I  will  go  all  lengths 
to  effect  the  object. 


SPEECH  OF  MR.  GUSHING, 

Of  Massachusbtts, 

/n  the  Howe  of  Rtpresent^tiva,  Suiulay,  March  3, 

1839— On  the  Maine  Boundary  question. 

The  House  having  resolved  itself  into  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union  (Mr. 
Lincoln  in  the  chair)  on  the  bill  reported  by  the 
Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs — 

Mr.  CUSHING  obtained  the  door,  and,  aAer 
yielding  it  for  some  explanations  made  by  Mr.SAL- 
TONSTALL,  Mr.  C.  referred  to  his  wish  -and  endea- 
vor the  last  evening  to  bring  before  the  House  the 
resolves  on  this  subject  just  reported  in  the  Legisla- 
ture of  Massachusetts,  ai^d  proceeded  to  say  that 
his  chief  object  in  rising  at  the  present  time  was 
to  discuss  the  precise  merits  of  the  question  under 
consideration,  and  lo  defend  the  views  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Foreign  Affairs,  and  then  addressed  the 
House,  in  substance,  to  the  following  efT^X, 

Without  dwelling,  .said  Mr.  C.  on  my  personal 
relations  to  this  question,  I  desire  to  state  here, 
what  indeed  is  already  notorious  to  every  body, 
that  it  is  my  fixed  determination  to  stand  by  the 
State  of  Maine  and  the  Government  of  the  United 
States  in  the  positions  they  have  respectively  as- 
sumed, at  whatever  hazards  to  myself.  If  the  pre- 
tensions of  Great  Britain  should  unhappily  force 
the  United  States  into  war,  I  shall  not  stop  to  dis- 
pute which  of  the  two,  my  native  land  or  ite  foreign 
ensmy,  is  in  the  right;  but  I  will  be  found  in  the 
tented  field,  where  death  is  to  be  met,  or  honor 
won,  at  the  cannon's  mouth. 

But  I  do  not  believe  that  the  calamitous  issue  of 
a  war  between  the  United  States  and  Great  Britain 
is  to  follow,  now  at  least,  immediately,  upon  the 
events  which  have  taken  place  in  Maine.  I  hope 
and  trust  that  Sir  John  Harvey  will  not  dare  to  at- 
tempt the  execution  of  the  menace  he  has  uttered,  to 
invade  the  United  States  upon  the  false  pretence  of 
the  right  of  Great  Britain  to  the  exclusive  jurisdic- 
tion and  possession  of  the  Aroostook.  I  hope  and 
trust  that  be  will  pause  over  the  crisis  his  rashiieSs 
has  brought  on;  that  he  will  hearken  to  the  coun- 
sels of  prudence  Mhich  go  to  him  from  the  Minis- < 
ter  of  his  Government  here;  aad  that  he  and  his 
arrogant  pretensions  will  he  disavowed  by  that  Go- 
vernment, in  view  of  the  storm  of  indignation 
they  have  ardused  in  the  United  States.    . 

At  the  same  time  I  disagree  with  those  who 
would  make  light  of  these  events,  and  who  thiojc 
it  neither  a  grave  nor  a  perilous  contingency,  when 
the  Governor  of  New  Brnnswtek  threatens  ip 
Qiarch  his  foreign  mercenaries  into  the  State  Qf 
Maine,  and  that  State  is  in'arms  as  one  man,  avd 
clad  in  all  the  panoply  of  war,  to  repel  the  invader 
and  defend  her  soil  from  desecration.  Whether 
Ihere  shall  be  war  or  not,  depende  not  on  us,  but 
others;  which  renders  it  the  fight  and  the  duty  of 
the  United  Stales  to  take  such  an  attitude  as  will  > 
show  to  the  world,  ^hat  while  aaxioafi  to  aYoid  War,  j 


if  it  may  be  with  honor,  we  have  no  sach  ditidof 
Great  Britain,  or  any  other  power,  as  to  traekleto 
it  for  the  eake  of  a  peace  to  be  purebased  widiW. 
nominy.  Peace,  indeed,  thus  obtained,  would  U 
the  worst  of  disasters  to  the  whole  countrj;  sinee 
it  would  be  a  perpetual  invitation  to  the  aggRisioB 
and  tDBult  of  foreign  Stales,  and  would  leave  tons 
nothittjg  of  independence  but  the  name. 

Sir,  it  is  my  most  anxious  desire  to  gbnn  eieli  of 
these  alternatives,  both  war  and  all  its  cal&mitoiis 
oonsequencea,  and  peace  bought  with  the  dtgrpdi- 
tion  of  the  nation.  It  has  been  most  najustljii). 
puted  to  me  that  I  am  unfriendly  to  Great  Briiaa, 
beoaaae- 1  have,  on  this  question,  and  on  mfaa  * 
qfteations  existing  between  the  United  Slates  aid 
Great  Britain,  withstood  the  unjust  cltiou  of  fk 
laHer,  and  exposed  the  tendency  to  eaeroaeii  w 
us,  and  to  a^randize  herself  at  onr  expense,  thieli 
marks  her  policy  in  North  America.  These  ihin^ 
it  is  true,  I  have  done;  but  I  have  4mie  them,  wx 
from  unfriendliness  to  Great  Britain,  botinfle 
dischaive  of  a  solemn  duty  towards  my  owd eon- 
try.  If  I  perceive  the  United  States  the  sabjeet  of 
aggression  in  various  quarters,  mast  looneeil  ill 
May  I  not  speak  outi  Shall  it  be  suffered  iop 
on,  year  after  year,  unrebukedt  Hay  not  u 
American  Representative,  here,  in  the  halls  of  eir 
own  Congress,  raise  his  warning  yoioe  to  the  peo- 
ple, that  they  may  interpose  betimes  and  arrest  lie 
progress  of  injury?  Are  we  to  be  perpetuity  o- 
gaged  in  the  domestic  conflicts  of  party,  and  aem 
to  look  at  the  foreign  relations  of  the  omtifi 
Not  so.  This  very  quetrtion  proves  how  wna;  it 
is  to  allow  such  thin^  to  fall  into  neglect.  And  if 
I  have  labored  to  fix  the  attention  of  Congrasttd 
the  country  upon  particular  acts  of  Great  Briitii, 
injurious  to  the  United  States,  I  have  not,  eitberia 
language  or  in  fact,  exceeded  the  seal  whiebisevciy 
day  manifested  among  ourselves,  when  theinlRea 
of  one  of  the  States  of  the  Union  comes  ioeol- 
flict  with  that  of  another,  or  of  the  United  SttfOL 

One  thing  more  in  this  relation.  After  the  fid 
ezplanaticms  just  made  by  my  eotleagne,  (Kr. 
Saltonstall,]  I  have  not  a  word  lo  say  In  Md 
to  the  general  tenor  of  his  remarks  last  eM|. 
But  there  is  an  observation  of  his  which  I  W 
controvert,  in  order  that  this  debate  may  nilHi 
to  future  times  a  jtist  idea  of  alt  the  facts  iivM 
in  it.  I  cannot  concur  in  the  approbatjoa  of  He 
character  of  Sir  John  Harvey,  as  gathered  tm 
the  documents  before  us.  He  may  be  a  oerio- 
rionsand  gallant  officer,  for  aught  I  know  is  te 
eontrary;  and  such  is  the  testimony  coootfaiis 
him  of  distinguished  officers  of  our  owo  amf, 
who  were  oppMed  to  him  in  the  campaigns  of ^f^ 
Canada  during  the  last  war  with  Great  BM* 
But  the  conduct  of  Sir  John  Harvey  iathelif| 
events,  as  apparent  in  the  documents  befoit  «M 
feel  bound  in  justice  to  the  States  of  MaiAe  Hd 
Massarhusetts  to  say,  i«,  in  my  estimalioaiiil 
thing  but  honorable  to  him. 

Sir  John  Harvey  stands  self-convicKd,  epos  te 
own  showing,  in  the  first  place,  of  gross  aadeufi* 
ble  neglect  of  duly  in  regard  to  the  trc^agesig 
the  disputed  territory,  which  were  the  itioafl* 
cause  of  the  troubles  there;  and  it  may  wellteff** 
tioned  whether  he  did  not  designedly  oowBiilJ 
them;  either  on  aecouat  of  the  profit  the  peop  « 
New  Brnnswiok  were  deriving  therefrom,  or  »» 
der  to  strip  the  land,  and  thus  reduce  the  »*  * 
the  thing  in  dispute.  Grfcat  Britkfn  vicpUn^ 
herself  the  wardcmhip  of  the  diaputadWBg 
She  undertakes  to  prevent  trespasses  upwiif«5S 
Sir  John  ^arvey  done  fliis?  Oatheca^^» 
was  the  (act  of  the  t»ritory  being  ovefBttw* 
predators  which  wearied  out  the  patience  srtljj 
and  caused  her  (Jovcmment  to  send,  a  *#*? 
his  posse,  to  put  an  end  to  ihe  strip  and  wa«fl<P 
land.  H*d".Sir  Jehn  Harvey  taken  W  Wff 
to  prevent  these  tfe^passest  ^^'^^2^3 
communication  to  Gtovemor  Fairfield  of  »*  ""J 
Febniiu^,  Ae  vecyktter  in  which  he  j 
rtie  territory,  the  «taim  to  wkieft  fB  ia  di  ^ 
remain  in  the  exclusive  poss^^jsioa  i^l 
of  England  until  that  claim  shail  be  ^ 
and  in  which  he  says  that  "  rtjr  jB^ 
permit  me  to  su^  any  vf^eplg^Mt  i 
session  and  joriadioiaOn,  mtU  tft^T**^ 
thaHhaveboenfidallj^        ~  *" 
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itolBft:fae«f  in  regaidJto.  the  trespasses,  which,  upon  [ 
jbsmmo^  premises,  it  wis  his  daijr  to  prevent?  [ 
'%'qikye^eEX  directions  for  a  boom  to  be  placed 
aoMsi'the  mooih  of  the  Aroostook,  where  the  s«iz- 
iitf  ^eer,  pirotected  by  a  sufficient  |^ard,  will  be 
aM^)io,preTcat  the  passage  of  any  timber  into  (he 
8l  Joto  in  the  spring."  Why  did  he  not  place  a 
boota' there  before?  Besides,  the  m»uth  of  the 
S9QS0Ui9k  is  in  .the  Province  of  New  Branswick. 
Tbtlitates  of  M^ine  and  Mavachosette  do  not 
vftb'to  batve  the  tipabcr  wasted  by  depredators. 
They  do  not  wish  to  have  it  sold,  and  the  proceeds 
hi^lOy  Great  Britain.  Sir  John  Harvey  should 
J||axeJ«ken  care  that  the  trespasses  were  not  com- 
BiTtled,  as  he  might  have,  done  if  he  had  chosen,  the 
sapplies  of  the  irespasseiv  being  obtained  in  New. 
Bunswick,  as  well  as  the  timber  carried  there  for 
sale;  and  jet,  In  another  commanication  to  60- 
veraw  Fnrfield,  that  of  the  18(h  of  Febniary,  he 
fajps: 

**  f  bw;  leftve  to  anare  70a  that  the  e:^nt  to  whioh  thorn 
tmfpMMs  appear  10  liar«  baen  carried,  as  brought  to  my  know- 
k^  bT  recent  occurreucea,  will  lead  me  to  adopt,  without  any 
^ny,  the  stri^ngest  and  meet  elTectUdl  dieaauree  which  may  be 
in  my  power,  for  pattinga«u>p  to,  and  preirencing  the  recurrence 
of  MCh  tteepMeea." 

Here  is  not  only  a  distinct  admission  of  the 
ma9niuide  of  the  trespasses,  and  of  the  necessity 
of  afresiing  them,  but  of  his  total  n/eglect  of  the 
subject,  if  he  bad  not  wilfally  sbat  his  eyes  to 
what  could  not  possibly  escape  his  notice  if  he  had 
ehcHMn  to.  look.  Does  such  conduct  as  this  entitie 
>    Sir  John  Harvey  to  conuaendation? 

Bat  I  have  a   more  serious  chaife  to  bring 
■gainst  the  Qovemor  of  New  Branawick'.    What 
is  the  spectacle  now  before  as?    We  tee  the  State 
of  Maine  in  martial  array.      Her  militia   have 
been  summon^  to  the  field  by  thousands.    She 
basilang  out  her  banner  to  the  wind.    Her  young 
men  are  marching  ■  to  the  frontier;  her  old  are 
gathering  monitions  of  war  and  taking  counsel  for 
tiie  pnbtic  defence;  and  the  whole  popolation  of  the 
Stale,  with  unanioodty  unexampled,  has  risen  up  en 
mtMe,  for  the  defence  of  th^ir  rights  and  th^lr  honor. 
Meanwhile,  alarm  pervades  the  coontry.    The  Gk>- 
Tvntment  of  the  United  States  has  beDen  invoked  to 
tbe  aid  of  Maine.    Congress  and  the  Executive 
are  absorbed  in  the  consideration  of  the  question. 
Iintations  have  been  aroused  between  the  people 
of  Ibe  United  States  and  Qreat  Britain.    A  flame 
kas  been  kindled,  which,  it  may  be,  blood  only  can 
quench.    War — war  between  two  nations  allied  in 
^lood  and  interest — ^which,  if  it  should  break  forth, 
woqid  have  many  of  the  features  of  civil  war — 
may  be  the  lamentable  consequence.    Whose  fault 
is  thift'?    To  whom  is  the  immediate  blame  impu- 
table?   To  Sir  John  Harvey,  and  Sir  John  Har- 
ney alone.    If,  as  he  pretends,  the  custody  of  the 
.  dttpoted  territory  belonged  to  him,  he  should  hare 
preveaied  the  trespasses;  and  the  omission  to  <'o 
that  10  thefirst  fault.    Bat  he  is,  above  all,  to  be 
blaiaed  for  the  near  approach  of  the  country  to 
«ar«  becaote  of  the  aao|;ant  pretensions  and  gas- 
conading thrsats  in  his  oomaunioation  of  Ihe  ISth 
of  February.    It  was  the  claim  on  his  part  to  the 
cxclasive  possession  and  jari^dictionofthe  Arooe- 
liook,  and  his  menace  to  invade  the  State  of  Maine 
in  the  assertion  of  that  claim,  which  summoned 
,  ter  people  to  arms.    1  cannot  follow  those  who 
oeosnre  the  O^remor  and    the   Legislature   of 
Maine  for  undertaking  to  drive  aff  the  treapasser.*, 
or  for  the  language  and  acts  of  indignation  which 
tbe  il0bsequent  menace  of  Sir  John  Harvey  occa- 
sioned.    These  were  the  acts  of  ihe  whole  people 
Oif  Maine.    They  are  approved  ia  the  resolves  ef 
tbe   Stale  of  Maesaehnsetts  produced  here   last 
^Teoins-    On  the  other  hand,  Sir  John  Harvey's 
pfetenaions  have  been  promptly  repudiated  and 
dOMimd  by  the  Qovernment  of  the  United  States. 
Bot»  above  all,  be  has  been  pointedly  oondemned 
■ad  disavowed  in  cdvance,  by  the  British  Minister, 
lA  Uae  JitfeiMtonda  signed  by  htm  and  the  Secretary 
of  State,  in  which  Sir  John  Qarvey  is  eipressly 
lold  P^  stop,  and  is  impliedly  told  that  he  has  ex- 
eeedad  to  instrnctiona,  and  will  be  dtsavohved  by 
bw -Ooverninent.    Under  these  circumstances,  fiSr 
Idm  iSarvey,  it  seems  to  me,  deeerves  unmitigst- 
td  canitgc  for  the  part  he  has  played  in  the  recent 
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miUee.  It  has  been  discufiM  as  a  war  ooeasure. 
Such  is  not  my  view  of  it.  I  regard  it  aa  a  peace 
^measure.  If  it  contains  provisions  implying  pr«>- 
parations  for  war,  it  also  comains  provisions  which 
make  a  tender  of  peace.  We  hold  to  Qreat  Britain 
the  olive-branch  of  peace  in  one  hand,  though  in 
the  other  gleams  the  thunderbolt  of  war.  But,  in 
fact,  all  its  provisions  are  pacific,  becaose  they  are 
provisions  of  mere  self-defence  in  case  of  attack. 
There  is  nothing  aggressive  in  them.  We  have 
been  threatened  with  invasion.  We  have  been 
threatened  with  inva^sion,  coupled  with  pretensions 
the  most  odious  and  anbearable  which  can  be  ad- 
dressed to  a  free  people.  If  Oreat  Britain  under- 
takes to  execute  these  threats,  if  she  actually  in- 
vades the  United  States,  then,  bntnotothei%rise,the 
President  has  authority  by  the  bill  to  array  the  phy- 
sical force  of  the  couniry  to  resist  and  repel  such 
invasion. 

This  is  the  principJe  of  the  bill,  as  set  forth  in  the 
first  section,  which  section,  instead  of  enLarging  the 
power  already  possessed  by  the  Presidtnt  to  repel 
invasion — to  do  which,  he  may,  by  the  act  ot  1795, 
call  inlo  the  field  any  numbed  of  men — in  fact,  re- 
stricts that  power,  by  specifying  the  particular  as- 
•«ailant  against  which,  and  the  precise  circumstances 
u^df  I  which,  the  said  bill  is  to  have  effect. 

Objections  have  been  made  to  the  secand  section, 
because  it  provides  for  the  enlistment  of  regnltir 
troops,  in  case  of  Invasion  before  the  next  Con- 
gress can  be  convened.  Whether  this  kind  of  force, 
or  volunteers,  should  be  authorized,  is  a  question  of 
economy  and  expediency,  of  which  it  is  for  the 
House  to  judge. 

No  objection  seems  to  have  been  made  to  the  sec- 
tion which  places  the  whole  naval  force  of  the  coun- 
try in  commission;  which  is,  indeed,  small  enough 
for  the  present  exigencies  of  the  country. 

Nor  can  the  contingent  appropriation  proposed  in 
the  bill  be  refused,  and  mere  resolutions  expressive 
of  the  general  opinion  of  the  House  be  adopted  as 
a  substitute  for.  the  bill,  in  the  manner  proposed  by 
the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  [Mr.  Wise,]  without 
jTendering  the  whole  measure  futile  and  of  no  avail. 

But,  independently  of  these  questions,  a  general 
jobjectlon  has  been  taken  to  the  measure  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  Pennsylvania,  [Mr.  B1DD1.X,]  and 
more  especially  to  the  ground  assumed  by  the  -bill, 
of  resistance  to  any  attempt,  on  the  part  of  Great 
Britain,  to  enforce,  by  arms,  her  claim  to  the  exclu- 
sive possession  and  jurisdiction  of  the  disputed  ter- 
ritory in  Maine. 

This,  it  is  true,  is  an  incidental  issue — the  claim 
of  Great  BriUip,  or  of  Sir  John  Harvey,  to  the 
excltisive  possession  of  the  disputed  territory— and 
so  far  differs  from  the  main  issue,  that  of  the  ulti- 
mate right  to  the  territory.  The  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania  has  done  full  justice  to  the  latter 
question,  and  has  declared,  in  decisive  terms,  bis 
conviction  of  the  immoveable  right  of  the  United 
Slates,  and  of  the  futility  of  the  elaim  of  Great  Bri- 
tain to  the  territory  in  dispute.  Such,  indeed,  is  the 
declared  opinion  of  every  other  gentleman  who  has 
addressed  the  House  on  the  subject*  {And  if  the 
question  of  peace  or  war  stood  on  that  main  point, 
theriY  could,  I  presume,  be  but  one  .^en^iment  in 
Congress  and  the  oountry  as  to  the  duty  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  to  defend,  at  ail  risks,  the  rights  of  Maine 
and  Ma^achnsetts.  But  is  it  safe  or  wise  to  take 
issue  on  this  incidental  point,  of  the  controverted 
right  of  possession  ad  inUrim,  pending  the  negotia- 
tion as  to  the  ultimate  right  of  sovereignty?  That 
is  the  question.  ^ 

In  the  first  place,  it  is  to  be  remenibered,  that 
when  there  is  a  controversy  of  long  standing  be- 
tween two  nations,  the  immediate  cause  of  war  is 
very  likely  to  be  some  subordinate  fact,  happening 
in  the  progress  of  the  controversy.  That  is  one  of 
the  evil  consequences  attending  the  protracted  dis- 
cussipn  of  conflicting  international  clai^ns.  The 
parties  become  embittered  on  both  sides.  They  ar^ 
eachrprone  (0  regard  the  acts  of  the  other  with  jea- 
lousy and  suspicion.  Their  peace  depends,  not  ao 
.  much  on  the  original  merits  of  the  diplomatic  ques- 
tion between  them  Its  on  the  accidents  of  daily  col- 
lisioii. 

And  this  consideration  affords  an  answer  to  the 
suggestion  made  ont  df  doot^»:-not,  I  believe,  in 
thia  debaJte— of'  the  Uiconveaienoe  ofjhaving  the 


peace  of  the  whole  United  States  subject  to  be  put 
to  hazard  by  the  excess  of  zeal  .of  any  one  of  the 
States  whose  interest  is  more  immediately  affected 
by  some  pending  national  controversy.  I  do  not 
admit  that,  thus  far,  the  State  of  Maine  has  done 
wrong,  o^  exceeded  its  constitutional  powers  in  this 
matter.  And  to  the  practical  inconvenience  here 
suggested,  my  reply  is,  that  it  exists  in  all  such 
cases;  and  w>ere  two  nations  have  a  grave  que^% 
tidn  of  long  duration  between  them,  they  are  al- 
ways liable  to  be  involved  in  war  by  the  acts  of 
individuals,  or  of  inferior  officers,  military  or  civil, 
or,  as  bere,  of  a  siujgle  State,  by  reason  of  inciden- 
tal difficulties  growing  up  out  of  the  main  one,  for 
which  the  whole  country  is  and  must  be  responsi- 
ble, though  its  Government  may  not  have  been  the 
immediate  party.  This  inconvenience  is  not  pecu^ 
liar  to  the  United  States,  or  imputable  altogether  to 
the  separate  action  of  either  of  the  States. 

Secondly,  supposing  this  incidental  issue  to  be 
less  favorable  to  us  than  the  main  one,  that  is  our 
misfortune,  not  our  fault.  Who  rai^d  this  issue? 
The  United  States  or  the  State  of  Maine?  By  no 
means.  The  State  of  Maine  did  that  which  it  had 
a  lawful  right  to  do;  it  sent  a  posse  to  the  Arooetook 
to  drive  away  the  trespassers.  Thereupon,  Sir 
John  Harvey,  in  the  spirit  of  arroganco  common 
to  military  Governors  of  remote  colonies,  sets  up 
the  claim  of  New  Brunswick  to  the  exclusive  pos- 
session of  the  4erritory  in  dispute,  and  marches 
his  troops  to  invade  the  United  States.  The  State 
of  Maine  resists  this  claim  of  exclusive  possession, 
the  United  States  resist  it.  They  must  do  this; 
they  have  no  alternative  left  them  but  resistance 
to  a  false  claim,  or  a  tame  acquiescence  in  it  which 
would  be  disgraceful  to  the  United  States,  aAd 
would  but  prompt  the  continued  aggression  o{ 
Great  Britain.  And  if  Sir  John  Harvey  proceeds 
to  execute  his  threat,  and  to  march  his  troops  into 
Maine,  that  State  would  be  recreant  to  herself  if 
she  did  not  muster  to  the  defence  of  her  soil,  and 
the  Federal  Government  would  be  false  to  its  ob- 
vious and  imperative  constitutional  ^ntyif  it  did 
'not  prepare  also  to  back  the  State  of  Maine  in  the 
defence  of  her  soil,  which  is  at  the  same  time  the 
soil  of  the  United  States. 

We  do  not  propose,  by  this  bill,  any  act  of  ag- 
gression against  Great  Britain  upon  this  incidental 
point.  Still  less  do  we  undertake,  by  aggression 
in  regard  to  this  point,  to  bring  on  a  resort  to  arms 
.  to  enforce  a  settlement  of  the  main  point.  The 
bill  is  a  purely  defensive  meagre.  And  we  have 
no  choice  in  tbi^  mailer.  We  must,  of  necessity, 
withstand  aggression  in  the  thing,  and  upon  the 
issue  presented  to  us  by  the  aggressor.  And  if 
Sir  John  Harvey  presumes  to  invade  the  State  of 
Maine  in  the  assertion  of  this  claim,  and  he  is  up- 
held in  this  by  his  Government,  the  fact  that  it  is 
an  incidental  question,  or  that  the  right  in  it  is  less 
incontrovertibly  with  us  than  upon  the  main  ques- 
tion, will,  ia  no  sort,  weaken  (he  strength  of  our 
cause  in  regard  to  that,  which,  after  all,  would  be 
the  true  ground  of  hostilities — namely,  the  unfound- 
ed and  iniquitous  claim  on  the  part  of  Great  Bri- 
tain to  the  ultimate  soveieignty  of  one^third  of  the 
State  ofMaine,  a  claim  which  is  denounced  and 
repudiated  by  us  on  all  hande. 

But  is  this  an  issue  unsafe  or  unwise  to  be  joined 
by  the  United  States?    I  cannot  i^dmit  that  it  is. 

To  begin*  the  question  of  possession  is  one 
which,  from  its  nature,  is  peculiarly  intelligible  to 
every  body,  while  that  is  not  the  fact  as  to  the 
question  of  right  To  understand  the  question  of 
right  fully,  it  needs  to  examine  a  vast  body  of  do- 
cumentary matter,  In  which  the  proofs  are  con- 
tained; it  needs  to  read  and  study  the  treaties  and 
diplomatic  correspondence  between  the  two  Go- 
vernments; it  needs  to  throw  off  the  mass  of  chi- 
canery and  of  disingenuous  pretensions  and  of  per- 
version of  fact  and  argument,  under  ^hich  the 
ministers  and  agents  of  Great  Britain  have  suc- 
ceeded in  burying  the  simple  merits  of  the  case;  it 
needs  to  grasp  a  complex  question,  and  to  be  mas- 
ter of  it  in  all  its  parts,  and  its  general  whol^.  Not 
so  in  res^rd  to  the  question  now  presented — whe- 
ther the  United  States  will  repel  invasion  undertaken 
by  Great  Britain  while  the  right  is  in  controversy. 
That  is  the  familiar  case  of  a  trespass  committed 
on  my  land  by  a  gra^^ing  neighbor.    Whether  be 
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6an  make  out  a  £6od  titln.  in  law,  and  otist  me  by 
the  ja.lgmeot  of  a  competent  tribuDsl,  is  a  thing  re- 
qoiriog,  perhaps,  mach  discassion,  and  by  wise  and 
learned  men,  before  it  can  be  properly  determined. 
But  if,  pending  the  snit,  he  enters  my  close,  and 
undertakes  to  drive  me  ont  and  bold  exclusive  pos- 
session of  itj  regardless  of  all  the  presumptions  of 
light,  that  is  an  a(it  of  aRgfessioO  which  fcvery 
understands  at  a  glance,  and  which  would  jastify 
me  in  repelling  force  wiih  force.  And  that  is  the 
issue;  plain,  intelli^ble,  practical,  which  Sir  John 
Hanrey  has  presented  to  the  State  of  Maine,  and 
which  the  Executive  has  met  in  the  documents  be- 
fore us,  and  which  Congress  is  called  upon  to  meet 
in  the  firsi  section  of  the  bill  reported  by  the  Com- 
ttiitee  on  Foreign  Affairs. 

That  areat  Britain  has  no  such  right  of  posses- 
sion, unless  conferred  on  h  ?r  by  express  agreement 
of  the  United  Stales,  is  admitted  by  every  one,  be-, 
canse  the  assumed  ground  of  right  is  the  odious' 
pretension,  which  I  had  occasion  to  comment  upon 
a  few  days  since,  that  whenerer  Great  Britain 
chooses  to  lay  claim  to  any  part  of  the  United 
Slates,  she  is  thereupon  to  be  taken  and  intended  as 
being  constructively  in  possession  of  the  parts 
so  claimed,  in  virtpe  of  her  being  mother  coantry 
and  former  sovereign  of  the  country;  and  a^  such 
to  enter  upon  the  exclusive  jurisdiction  of  it  until 
the  claim  ly?  settled.  Such  a  claim  of  right,  arro- 
gant and  unbearable  as  it  is,  no  citizen  of  the 
United  States  will  deign  to  listen  to  or  entertain  for 
ft  monient. 

Has  Great  Britain  ever,  in  fact,  had  the  exclu- 
sive possession  and  jurisdiction  of  the  territory  in 
disputel  Never.  Whatever  rights  she  may  have 
claimed,  whatever  acts  she  may  have  performed, 
in  the  valley  of  the  Aroostook,  certain  it  is  that  acts 
have  been  continually  performed  by  the  States  of 
Maisacfausetts  and  Maine  wholly  incompatible 
with  the  supposition  of  the  practical  exercise  of  ex- 
clusive jurisdiction  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain. 
It  may  be  that  McLaughlin,  the  British  warden, 
has  seized  timber  there;  but  neither  he,  nor  any 
body  else  from  New  Brunswick,  has  ever,  before 
the  late  affair,  undertaken  to  seize  men  who  acted 
for  and  represented  the  State  of  Maine.  All  such 
alrests  have  taken  place  in  the  Madawaska  coun- 
try, it  may  be  that  McLaughlin  has  protested  on 
paper  against  acts  of  sovereignty  performed  by  the 
State  of  Maine,  as  in  the  case  cited  last  evening  by 
my  colleague.  (Mr.  Saltonstill.]  But  what  does 
this  amount  to?  Does  it  make  out  a  ease  of  the 
practical  exercise  of  exclusive  jurisdiction)  Par 
from  it.  It  is  only  one  side  of  the  case,  To  show 
a  claim  to  jurisdiction  on  paper,  or  even  isolated 
acts  of  jurisdiction,  goes  a  very  little  way  towards 
proving  in  behalf  of  Great  Britain  the  practical 
fact  of  exclusive  jurisdiction  and  possession.  To 
understand  the  whole  case,  we  must  look  into  the 
acts  of  Maine  and  Massachusetts. 
-  Now^  it  is  truly  stated  in  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mitice  on  Foreign  Afflurs,  that,  in  pursuance  of  a 
resolve  passed  in  1806,  Massachusetts,  in  1807, 
granted  a  township  on  the  Aroostook,  near  to  the 
meridian  line  which  divides  .Maine  and  New 
Brunswick;  and  in  1808  ten  thousand  acres  west  of 
the  former,  after  surveys  and.  plans.  I  refer  to 
these  old  grants  to  show  that  the  exercise  of  sove- 
reignty on  our  part  is  no  recent  thing.  This,  and 
what  has  been  done  since  by  one  State  or  the 
other,  is  staled  generally  by  Governor  Fairfield  as 
follows: 

"In  replj,  Ibavo  toiay,  Uiat  the  (arritonr  bordering  on  iha 
Arooelook  nver  hu  always  been,  am  I  regard  the  facte,  in  the 
ppw-sajon  and  under  the  juriediction  of  Maeeachueette  and 
Maine;  ihat,  more  than  thirty  yearn  aco,  Maasachosetta  survey- 
ed and  srtoted  large  tracts  of  it,  which  hare  ever  since,  in  some 
way,  been  possessed  by  the  grantees,  and  those  claiming  under 
them;  that  the  rest  of  u  was  surveyed  by,  and  some  of  it  dl- 
Tided  between  MaasachQsettffand  Maine,  soon  after  the  latter 
be  ame  an  independent  State;  that  both  states  have  long  been 
inthehabitofgrantJng  permits  to  cut  timber  there  without 
being  molested  from  any  quarter;  that  many  i)er80nBbave  pur- 
chMod  these  lands  of  Maine,  and  entcrel  into  their  actual  occu- 
pation; and  that,  in  rarioos  other  ways,  Maine  has  exercised  a 
Junsdiction,  which  may  fahly  be  regarded  as  exclusive,  over 
this  territory.*'- 

.  In  confirmation  of  all  which,  I  have  before  me 
the  last  report  of  tl^e  land  agent  of  Massachusetts, 
giving  an  account  of  the  construction  of  a  road  to 
the  Aroostook  at  the  joint  expense  of  Maine  and 
Massachusetts,  and  detailing  many  particulars  of 
the  acts  performed  by  him  in  arresting  trespasses 


on  -the  disputed  territory.  I  have  also  the  report  of 
the  land  agent  Of  Maine  referring  to  the  same  facts, 
and  stating  the  arrest  of  sondi7  trespassen  by  his 
order  last  year,  and.  by  regular  ewU  prodtt  return- 
able at  Bani^or.  And  the  same  report  contains  the 
f  >llowiog  concldsive  fact: 

"Near  the  mouth  of  the  Little  Madawaska,  I  roel  Captain 
McLaughlin  aoing  up  the  Aroostook  with  six  men.  Captain 
McLaughlin  informed  me  that  he  was  sent  up  by  the  Governor 
to  cut  up  the  timber,  and  take  otT  the  teams  of  the  trespassen, 
if  he  could  ;n  no  other  way  break  them  op.  I  inforhaed  him 
what  I  had  done;  he  said  he  was  glad,  an/  would  most  cheer- 
fully co-operate  with  the  land  agents  of  Maine  and  Massachsetts 
in  stopping  the  trespasserv." 

Here  we  have  McLaughlin  himself  ofiering  no 
claim  to  exclusive  jtirisdiction,  making  no  com- 
plaint of  the  acts  of  jurisdiction  performed  by  Mas- 
sachusetts and  Maine,  but,  on  the  contrary,  cem- 
mending  their  acts,  and  pledging  himself  to  eheer- 
Ailly  oo*operate  with  their  land  agents.  I  have 
also  before  me  the  report  of  a  rec«*nt  geological  sur- 
vey of  this  tract  of  country,  Aade  ^  the  State  of 
Maine;  it  being  a  limestone  region,  of  great  Valtle 
for  the  cultivation  of  wheat,  and  on^  that  account 
attractive  to  settlers.  These  documents  show, 
moreover,  that  Maine  wa^  under  no  obligation  to 
give  notice  to  Sir  John  Harvey  of  her  late  move- 
ment for  the  arrest  or  expulsion  of  the  trespassers, 
and  committed  no  breach  of  courtesy  or  of  right 
in  omitting  such  notice.  And  whether  or  no  the 
faints  amount  to  proof  that  Maine  has  had  the  ex- 
clusive jurisdiction  and  possession  on  the  Aroos* 
took — which  is  not  the  question^— they  do  at  any 
rate  al)solute]y  exclude  the  conclusion  claimed  by 
Great  Britain. 

It  is  impossible,  therefore,  that  the  Legislature  of 
Massachusetts;  in  passing  the  resolves  of  1836, 
which  complain  of  the  surrender  of  the  possession 
of  the  disputed  territory  by  the  United  States  Gk>- 
vemment,  m  cited  by  the  gentleman  from  Penn- 
sylvania, [Mr.  BiDOLE,]  and  ray  Cvdleague,  [Mr. 
Saltonstall,]  could  have  meant  to  say  that  Great 
Britain  did  m  fact  exercise  exclilsive  possession  on 
the  Aroostook.  They  could  not  have  meant  this, 
because  they  knew  it  was  not  so.  Hiey  had  the 
acts  of  each  State  before  them  to  show  the  con- 
trary. The  particular  inducement  of  the  resolves 
was  undoubtedly  the  acquiescence  of  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  Slates — a  culpable  acquies- 
cence, I  think— in  the  acts  of  forcible  jurisdiction 
performed  by  the  authorities  of  New  Brunswick 
in  the  Madawaska  country;  and  the  particular  ob- 
ject of  the  resolves  was  to  put  an  end  to  the  Fepa- 
rate  wardenship  of  that  country,  assumed  by  Great 
Britain  without  formal  notice  to  the  United  States, 
and  not  resisted  as  it  should  have  been  when  made 
known  incidentally  to  our  Government.  It  was, 
indeed,  a  subject,  the  diplomatic  relations  of  which 
were  at  that  time  involved  in  doubt,  in  consequence 
of  the  procrastinations  and  ether  errors  which  our 
Government  had  sufiTered  in  the  management  of 
the  negotiation;  as  I  well  know,  from  having  had 
occasion,  at  that  period,  to  address  a  series  of 
printed  letters  on  the  sobject  to  the  Governor  of 
Massachusetts,  as  the  means  of  replacing  the  facts 
in  the  public  mind,  and  recalling  them  to  general 
attention. 

IVhaieverr  oom  for  misconception  the  particular 
phraseology  of  those  resolves  may  afford,  there  can 
be  no  doubt  now  as  to  the  present  views  either  of 
Massachusetts  or  Maine.  The  resolves  just  re- 
ported by  a  joint  committee  of  the  Legislature  of 
Massachusetts,  are  in  the  following  clear  and  em- 
phatic words: 

CoBOf  OMWBALTH  OP  MaSBACHUSITTS,  1839. 

Reeolvea  concerning  the  Northeastern  Boundary. 

Heeolved,  That  the  present  state  of  affafars  in  relation  to  the 
Northeastern  boundary,  as  communicated  to  the  Executive  of 
this  Commonwealth  by  the  Governor  of  the  State  of  Blaine, 
furnishes  a  strong;  reason  for  again  asserting  our  rights,  and  for 
reafflrminjK the positioos  heretofore  assmned  by  theLecbla- 
ture  of  this  State  against  the  unwarrantable  claims  of  Great 
Britain,  and  in  favor  of  strong  and  vigorous  measures  by  the 
Goverpment  of  the  United  States  for  a  speedy  adjustment  of 
the  existing  difficulties  in  such  a  manner  as  shall  protect  Mas* 
sachusetts  and  Maine  in  the  possession  of  the  large  tiact  of  ter- 
ritory guarantied  to  them  py  the  treaty  of  peace  of  1783. 

Rieolved,  Tliat  the  active  measures  authorised  by  a  resolve 
of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Maine,  passed  January  24, 
1639,  for  the  prevention  ef  depredatiens  upon  the  lands  of  Mas- 
sachusetts and  Maine,  were  required  by  toe  exigencies  of  the 
case,  and  a  wise  regard  for  the  preset  vation  of  their  interests  in 
those  lands,  an^  were  similar  in  character  to  measures  adopted 
by  the  land  agents  ofMassaehnsetts  and  Maine  m  October  last, 
and  recognised  and  approved,  through  theis  ajfMM,  by  tlie  Go- 
vernment of  the  Province  of  New  Bninswidr 

Reaolvedt  Ttiatihe  claim  by  Great  Britain  to  the  axdnsive 
jurisdiction  of  tb|  whole  of  thedispatad  CARitoyy^asriCMiUy 


„  .d  br  the  Uautsoani  Gownor  of  NewBmmi^af 
his  avowaI,of  a  determination  to  suitoin  that  «?kim  bvT iZ 
tary  force,  and  his  denial  of  the  right  of  the  State  ofaiiMiB 
prote  ctfrom  the  lawless  dspredaiions  of  itwnann  tk  ]Jb 
which  have  long  been  in  the  actual  posNoioD  of^tm^i. 


setts  and  Maine,  call  loudly  for  the  immediaia  ialerfinBGe  of 
the  Federal  Government:  and  that  the  criM  bai  now  urinA 
when  the  Donor  of  the  naauo  demands  tlis  adoptiM  of  dedrin 
mfeaaiires  for  the  pfoteetion  of  her  ciiisena,  aodli9rtliim» 
vation  of  the  rights  and  interasis  of  two  of  the  nuDbeniTiv 
Confederacy. 

"Reeolved,  That  this  Commonwealth  will  co-operMawkh  ib 
State  of  Maine  in  allconBtitoUonaliQeaMirMfbrtheRiMn- 
tion  of  the  Interests  of  both  States  in  the  laoda  hi  tixt^mti 
territory,  and  for  the  speedy  adjastmeni  of  thsezhtio|Ma» 

Ruolved,  Thai  his  excellency  the  Governor  be  lequettd  to 
transmit  a  cooy  of  these  rasolotions  to  the  BxeeatiraBof  tlsUiri. 
ted  States  and  of  the  State  fi(  Bfaine,  and  to  eicb  of  oor  Seaun 
and  itepresentatives  in  Congress. 

These  resoWei^  and,  especially  the  seeond  ud 
third,  cover  the  whole  ground  of  the  tjiKStiatt 
raised  in  this  Honse. 

Neither  the  general  right  of  jurisdiction,  tta.  tbe 
practical  fact  of  possession  being  in  Oreat  Bdnii, 
it  only  lemaina  to  consider  whether  she  has  t  ten- 
poiary  right  of  possession  by  agretme&t  oftiie 
United  States.  This  onr  GoTemment  pnitifFl^ 
denies.  It  challenges  investigation  of  all  the  cti* 
respondence  between  the  two  ^GoTenmeDts  ii  die 
conclusive  means  of  settling  the  qoestioB. 

Instead  of  putting  his  hand  on  the  preteided 
agreement— which  he  could. readily  do  ifitenEiH; 
Mr.  Fox  contents  himself  with  protestiiig  a^ 
the  denial  of  it  which  Mr.  Forsyth  had  iDuule,iii 
refers  the  point  to  fats  Qovemment.  Nay,  ftriher, 
he  proceeds  to  negotiate  a  lort  of  informal  goato* 
tion  with  Mr.  Forsyth  for  stopping  the  tbretteud 
movement  of  Sir  John  Harvey.  Certain  it  is  iha 
no  such  agreement  ezisbt.  Whether  thefvopooh 
made  on  the  one  side  and  accepted  on  the  cfia^v 
the  acts  or  omissions  of  our  Qovemment,  voe 
such  as  to  justify  misconstruction  on  the  put  of 
Great  Britain;  and  what  is  the  true  coastnietieBflf 
those  proposals,  acts,  and  omiasioni,  is  a  qwtiai 
which  I  will  not  presume  to  enter  opoa,  after  ithe 
been  so  fully  discussed  by  the  gentleman  fnm 
Maine  [Mr.  Evans;]  observing,  only,  that  Gmi 
Britain  might  as  well  misunderstand,  or  fittirt» 
delusions  concerning,  any  clause  of  trea^  betM 
us,  as  this  agreement;  that  we  are  not  to  sofirfcr 
the  errors  she  may  commit  in  this  way;  and  that 
the  attempt,  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain,  too- 
large  the  actual  agreement  beyond  iheobiioatii* 
port  of  the  words,  or  lo  set  up,  instead  of  it,  aaoitf 
agreement  which  was  never  mad*,  only  tends,  it 
seems  to  me,  to  aggravate  the  iojary  of  .hervhqii 
conduct  in  this  matter,  and  to  give  to  the  Uaiiei 
States  additional  cause  of  complaint. 

For  there  is  not,  never  was,  and  cannot  be,  mi 
reasonable  doubt  as  to  the  reflective  ligbu  flf  ihe 
parties,  nor  more  especially  as  to  thispirtcahr 
part.  What  right  has  the  Province  of  New  Bn» 
wick  to  interfere  in  this  matter  at  all?  I  ha>e  I*' 
fore  me  a  copy  I  procured  some  time  sinoe  cf  a 
map,  entitled  <'Map  of  the  Briti^  posKsnoM  ia 
North  America,  wmpiUd  from  docwnmn  kafkOt 
Urdal  DeparimaiU^*^  and  on  the  bottom  of  it  pv 
porting  that  it  was  "ordered  by  the  Howe  of  0«' 
mona  to  be  printed,  d9th  June,  ISST.**  It  gc» 
tained  in  a  volume  of  the  Parliamentary  pM^ 
that  year.  On  it  is  the  meridian  line,  wfaidi  diiml 
Maine  from  New  Brunswick,  running  doe  wA 
from  the  sonroe  of  the  Sl  Croiz,  Atnce  to  the  & 
John,  eretting  Ike  8L  John^  and  proceeding  aoiito 
the  head  of  the  Ristigouche.    This  tine  kana  m 


w^...»  —w  .^....,<.„.  angle  c.  *,w . 

north  of  the  St.  John,  as  we  say  it  should  ^  V 
nearly  to  'the  point  to  which  we  claim.  S^*  ■ 
the  representation  which  the  Colonial  DepMitWf  I 
itself  gives  of  the  boundaries  of  New  ^nmm  ] 
which  is  confirmed  by  the  curious  fiaet  ^^  j 
commission  eranted  to  the  Earl  o(  DnihamaiW' 
vemor  General  of  New  Brunswick,  in  183g|Wi>  ! 
I  find  in  the  public  papers,  €le8erit)es  thatFwM 
in  correspondence  with  the  map  refcmd  >\^ 
indeed,  just  as  we  have  always  contends^  it AmH 
be  described.    Now,  I  demand  what  r«ht  Ae^ 
thorities  of  New  Brunswick  have  to  ««**J2P 
ridian  line,  which  every  book,  iiiap«  uA  «<g  , 
siun,  which  I  have  ever  seeo,  like  ihcinw*t<y  j 
ttt,  lays  down  as  the  wcsiarB  ^^*^^^f^^  I 
vines?    Thoie  is  but  oDaaiia«eriob0givaii»Vj 
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question.  Qreat  BritaiA  lias  been  ttiaktmeat  in  the 
matter.  She  prefers  a  claim  to  a  part  of  the  State 
of  Maine,  to  which  she  knows  in  her  own  con- 
science she  has  not  a  shadow  of  rightful  pretension. 
This  claim  in  contradieted  by  sq  maoy  pf  her  own 
ads,  Uiat  the  advocacy  of  it  involves  her  in  a  laby- 
riath  of  deceit  and  falsehood.  She  canoot  print  a 
map  touching  the  dispated  territory,  she  cannot  is* 
sue  a  commission,  even  at  this  day,  which  ahali  not 
give  the  lie  direct  to  this  groundless  and  unjust 
daim— a  claim  as  dishonorable  to  her  as  it  is  in- 
sulting to  the  United  States. 

Thmis  but  one  other  topic  involved  in  thi» 
measure  upon  which  1  desire  to  be  heard  at  this 
time.    The  Committee  on  Foreign  AflUirs  have 
proposed  an  appropriation  for  a  special  embassy  to 
l?.ngUn^.    Tbey  have  done  this  to  manifest  the 
indisptisition  of  the  United  States  to  go  to  war,  if  it 
may  be  honorably  availed,  and  th$  willingness  of 
Congress,  provided  Sir  John  Harvey  shall  abstain 
from  any  aggressive  acts  in  the  mean  time,  to  try 
once  more  the  effects  of  negotiation,  before  draw- 
ing the  sword  in  defence  of  the  rights  of  Maine. 
Bat  I  desire  to  say  that,  in  assenting  to  this  ftfature 
of  the  hill,  I  did  not,  and  do  not  mean  to  be  under- 
stood as  holding  out  any  encouragement  to  Great 
Britain  that  this  controversy  is  to  be  kept  open  by 
renewal  of  the  evasive  and  fruitless  negotiations  of 
the  last  ten  years.    No  more    delays — no  more 
procrastinations*— no  more  of    the  diplomatic  chi- 
canery by  which  Great  Britain  has  ?o  long  sought 
'   to  obtain  from  the  United   Slates  by  manoeuvre 
what  is  not  hers  by  any  just  right,  and  what  f;he 
cannot    extort    by   force.      When     the     ques« 
tion  was  fir^t  started  by  her,  it  was  in  the  shape  of 
anofferto.bay  of  us  this  territory.    Thus  it  stood 
at  Ghent.    She  did  not  pretend,  at 'that  time,  that 
it  belonged  to  h^r  under  the  trtaiy  of  Pviris.     Nf xt 
we  heard  of  it  as  A  thing  of  doubt  anU  question 
merdy,  to  be  made  the  subject  of  negotiation  and 
Investigation.    Then  it  was  magnified  into  a  posi- 
tive ch^m  of  ultimate  sovereignty,  and  a  €laim  of 
immediate  possession  by  revival  of  mother  country 
jurisdiction.    Next  ic  becomes  an  assertion  of  ae^ 
luai  possession.    Finally,  through  one  stage  of  en- 
croachment after  another,  that  which  in  the  outset 
wan  merely  ari  expression   of  the  wish  of  Great 
Britain  to  purchase  this  territory,  because  it  was 
cdnvenieniand  desirable  to  her,  has  swoHen  into 
aa  attempt  to  enforce  by  arms  a  pretended  right  of 
sovereignty  and  ovnenshijp,  coupled  with  exclusive 
possession    and   jurisdiction    in   anticipation    of 
ite  settlement  of    the    question    of    title.    It  is 
tisae     to    put    a    stop    at    once    and     forever 
to     this    career    of    encroachments.      I    would 
liawe  ttie  President,  if  in  tlie  exercise  of  his  Execu- 
tire  discretion  bt  sees  fit  to  send  a  special  minister 
to  Great  Britain,  to  send  a  minister  who  will  speak 
to  that  country  in  the  language  of  decision  and  tirm- 
BeB9    becoming  the  pre^itt  attitude  of  the  United 
States.     I  would  have  that  minister  say  to  Lord 
Pal merston,  in  such  phrased  of  diplomatic  courtesy 
as  be  may  choose  to  employ,  but  so  there  shall  be 
DO  mistake  as  to  the  meaning;  **Sir,  this  thing  has 
on  long  enough.    Gceat  Britain  does  not  pos- 
one  jet  of  titk  or  right  to  ihe  territory  in  Maine 
laims.    Such  is  the  opinion  of  the  President; 
IS  the  unanimous  opinion  of  both  Houses  of 
kMS^ness;  such  is  the  opinion  of  the  whole  people 
€  tlae  United  Stales.    This  claim,  set  up  on  the 
utrt  of  Great  Biitain  in  the  spirit  of  encroachment 
riaacti  distingnishep  her  acts  oa  this  continent,  and 
oratacd  by  eontrivances  and  pretexts  which  are  so 

SAily  dishoneU  that  ihey  would  consign  a^rivate 
^idnai  to  disgrace,  mutt  be  rtUnquithttL  The 
^MAT  has  reached  a  crisis  irreconcilable  with  the 
uioe  of  your  pretensions,  and  the  continu- 
of  amicable  relations.  The  United  States  are 
»^ot<ed  to  peace,  and  deprecate  the  calamities  of 
ur*  ^^^  especially  a  war  between  them  and  a  peo- 
e  ^.lUed  to  them  by  blood,  and  by  all  the  ties  of  a 
gttc  And  beneficial  intercourse;  but  they  cannot  and 
gl  aaoi  SBbmit  to  have  Great  Britain  presume  that 
p  nmay  seize,  at  will,  upon  the  territory  of  the. 
^Icua^,  Be  not  self-deceived.  This  is  the  true  state 
^iB«r  cjaestion  between  us^  and  on  you  who  raised 
2  laaive  penisted  in  it— on  you,  in  the  face  of 
^  ai^cad  of  man,  does  the  respousibiliiy  for  the 
IP^  of  it  RiU" 
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Sir,  I- shall  detain  the  House  no  longer;  and,  in 
conclusion,  I  have  only  to  add  that,  as  a  member  of 
the  Committee  en  Foreign  Afifairs,  I  cordially  ap- 
prove of  the  able  report  of  ihe  chairman  in  all  its 
parts,  and  shall  continue  to  give  all  the  support  in 
my  power  to  the  provisions  of  public  defence  here 
presented  to  Con;!;ress,  and  the  measures  which  it 
may  devolve  on  the  Executive  to  adopt  in  vindica- 
tion of  the  rights  of  the  United  Spates. 

SPEECH  OF  MR,  SALTONSTALL, 

Of  MASSiiOHUSETTS, 

In  the  House  qf  RepresenttUiveSj  March  2,  1839— On 
the  subject  of  the  Northeastern  Boundaiy. 

Mr.  SALTONSTALL  said  he  rose  under  up  fa- 
vorable circumstances,  on  account  of  the  time  at 
which  the  important  subject  was  brought  forward, 
and  the  symptoms  of  impatience  which  had  been 
shown.  He  should  not  have  attempted  to  address 
the  committee,  but  that  no  one  from  Maraachusetts 
had  taken  part  in  the  debate.  I  shall  (said  Mr.  S.) 
present  my  own  views,  from  the  best  consideration 
I  have  been  able  to  give  the  subject,  on  my  own 
responsibility.  There  has  been  no  consultation 
among  the  Representatives  of  that  Slate. 

It  is  not  necessary  for  me  to  remark  the  deep 
stake  Massachusetts  has  in  this  subject,  not  only  as 
a  member  of  this  Union,  but  her  separate  interest 
as  joint  owner  of  the  whole  disputed  territory— a 
territory  which  embraces  10,000  square  miles,  and 
6,000,000  acres  of  land.  I  shall  differ  from  my 
friend  who  has  just  «at  down,  [Mr.  Menkfee.] 
Theie  is  no  honorable  member  who  would  not  go 
with  that  gentleman  to  the  utmost  extent,  if  it  wi^s 
a  clear  case  that  national  honor  required  resort  to 
national  arms.  .  Who  wonld  dare  to  raise  his 
voice,  in  snch  a  case,  against  immediate  recourse 
to  arms7  Who  would  not  risk  his  per>on,  his  all, 
in  such  a  cause?  But  is  this  such  a  ca!«e?  Has  tbe 
cnsis  arrived?  That  is  the  question.  Whe(her  Con- 
grest  ov^lU  note  to  take  a  course  which  is  all,  or  may 
be  considered  to  be  all,  but  an  actual  declaration 
of  war? 

The  importance  of*  this  question  can  hardly  be 
overstated.  When  has  one  so  important  arisen? 
It  comes  forward  at  the  last  moment  of  the  sef>sion. 
It  requires  days  and  nights  of  anxious  thought,  yet 
we  are  called  apoa  to  act  at  Qnce. 

The  main  question  between  the,  two  nations  all 
here  understand,  it  W4»  placed  in  sucha  clear  light  by 
the  report  in  the  Senate  last  year.  The  controversy 
is  of  long  standing.  FV)r  a  long  time  it  excited  but 
little  attention.  When  the  treaty  of  peace  was 
made,  that  whole  territory  wa^  a  wilderness;  the 
population  of  the  District  of  Maine  was  only  a  few 
thousand)^;  there  were  only  a  few  scattered  settle- 
ments along  (he  shore  east  of  the  Kennebec.  But 
it  has  gradually  become  a  question  of  magnitude 
and  importance  to  both  parties:  to  Great  Britain, 
as  securing  a  connection  between  her  provinces; 
and  to  us,  a!$  embracing  a  large  extent  of  territory 
eligible  for  settlement.  Oar  claim,  under  the  treaty 
of  1763,  has  shared  the  fate  of  other  deferred 
claims.  It  had  become  obscured,  but  it  is  now  un- 
derstood. It  is  easily  understood.  I  believe  it  to 
be  perfectly  well  founded.  '  It  is  not  more  compli- 
cated than  many  land  causes,  and,  in  my  jadg- 
ment,from  what  examination  I  have  been  able  to 
make,  no  jnry  of  intelligent,  disintere.stetl  men 
could  hesitate  upon  it.  1  mean  our  c^aim  under 
the  treaty  of  1783.  I  go  heartily,  therefore,  for 
that  part  of  the  bill  which  provides  for  send- 
ing a  special  minister  to  Ebgland.  Its  success, 
however,  wilt  depend  much  upon  the  character  of 
the  minister.  This  question  should  not  be  affected 
by  any  considerations  of  party;  it  should  be  eleva- 
ted far  above  them.  Such  a  man  as  might  and 
ought  to  be  selected  might  present  our  rights  in  a 
manner  which  would  be  irresistible.  I  believe  the 
Qovernment  of  Great  Britain  could  not  meet  and 
answer  the  argument  such  a  minister  might  prepare 
in  the  quickest  passage  ever  made  across  the  At- 
lantic. Still,  it  is  to  be  considered  and  treated  as  a 
serious  question  between  two  nations. 

The  great,  the  main  question  is,  what  is  the  true 
boundary  line  under  the  treaty  of  peacy?  The 
question  was  originally  one  of  construction  merely, 
depending  on  the  terms  of  the  treaty.     It  has  been 


delayed,  until  a  question,  exceedingly  simple  at 
fiist,  has  become  a  iong-standiog  national  contro- 
versy. 

At  the  last  session  of  Congress,  application  was 
made^  for  an  iimnediate  survey  of  the  boundary 
line.  *  A  distinguished  citizen  of  Maine  was  here 
for  the  purpose  of  pressing  the  importance  of  an 
immediate  settlement  of  this  question,  which  was 
becoming  one  of  exciting  interest  in  that  Statt .  A 
bill  was  introduced  to  provide  for  surveying  the 
Northeastern  boundary  line  of  the  United  States, 
accordingvto  the  provisions  of  the  treaty  of  peace  of 
.  1783.  That  bill  was  committed  in  the  Senate,  and 
the  able  report  was  made  to  which  I  have  referred, 
with  resolutions  expressing  an  opinion,  without  a 
doubt,  in  favor  of  the  justice  and  validity  of  the 
title  of  the  United  States  to  the  full  extent  of  all  the 
territory  in  dispute;  that  it  was  practicable  to  jcun 
the  line  accordiing  to  the  treaty,  .and  "an  earnest 
desire  that  the  pending  negotiation  should  be 
brought  t>  a  close,  and  the  final  decision  of  the 
dispute  made  as  soon  as  practicable."  The  report 
stated  that  the  important  preliminaries  of  a  conven- 
tion between  the  two  Governments,  for  the  purpose 
of  exploring  and  surveying  the  disputed  lines  of  the 
treaty,  had  been  adjusted,  and  expressed  a  confident 
hope  that  the  pending  negotiation  might  be  produc- 
tive of  the  most  happy  results,  and  that  the  bill, 
therefore,  "ought  not  to  pass.*' 

The  Government  of  Maine  was  determined  to 
show  that  she  was  in  earnest.  The  attention'  of 
Congress  was  brought  to  the  snbjecf;  it  w^s  fully 
examined,  and  made  the  subject  of  a  legislative  re- 
port for  the  first  time. 

This  controversy  was  therefore  left  as  it  was  be- 
fore, the  subject  ef  negotiation^  and  it  appears,  from 
the  Executive  report  on  ^he  subject  of  our  territo- 
rial relations  wiih  Great  Britain,  that,  as  a  national 
question,  (and  it  is  one,)  it  remains  unchanged. 
Nothing  has  been  done  by  the  General  Gtovernmeni, 
but  Maine  has  appointed  commissioners  to  explore 
the  territory.  The  Legislature  had  passed  a  re- 
solve, providing  that  if  the  bill  then  pending  before 
Congress  should  fail,  and  no  decisive  movement  was 
made  by  the  General  Government,  either  alone  or 
in  conjunction  with  Great  Britain,  the  time  would  . 
then  have  arrived  for  Maine  to  assume  an  inde- 
pendent attitude,  and  to  commence  the  work  of  as- 
certaining, running,  and  locating  the  Northeastern 
boundary  line;  and,  in  that  event,  it  was  made 
the  imperative  duty  of  the  Governor  to  appoint 
fordiwiih  the  commissionecs  for  that  purpose,  and 
"cause  the  same  to  be  carried  into  operation.*' 
Three  commissionets  were  accordingly  appointed, 
with  instructions  to  explore  a  particular  part  of 
the  disputed  territory.  A  communication  was 
made  by  the  Governor  of  Maine  to  the  Lieutenant 
Governor  of  New  Brunswick,  containing  the  sub- 
stance of  the  institutions.  The  answer  of  Sir  John 
Harvey,  (Gov.  Kent  states  in  a  message  in  Janua- 
ry last,)  '^although  couched  in  courteous  language, 
according  with  the  well-known  high  and  honorable 
character  of  that  officer,  will  yet  doubtless  com- 
flhand  your  attention  and  deliberate  consideration, 
as  expressing,  in  frank  and  decided  language,  the 
character  and  extent  of  his  instructions  relative  to 
mMmtmning  the  jwisdielion  of  the  disjmUd  lerri- 
tory.'* 

The  commissioners  went  on  and  explored  the 
country, *and  made  their  report.  This  was  the  first 
act  on  the  pan  of  Maine  after  the  proceedings  in 
Congress. 

What  was  next  done?  An  armed  body  of  men 
was  sent  intp  a  part  of  the  disputed  territory  to 
seise  tcespassers,  and  this  has  been  followed  by  the 
proceedmgs  between  the  Governments  of  Maine 
and  New  Brunswick  which  have  produced  the  pre- 
sent crisis. 

The  governor  of  New  Brunswick  sets  up  the 
claim  to  exclusive  possession  and  jurisdiction  of  the 
disputed  territory,  according  to  his  instructions, 
and,  as  he*  states,  under  an  agreement  between  the 
United  States  and  Great  Britain.  On  the  part  of 
our  Government  it  is  denied  that  there  ever  was 
stteh  dn  agreement.  The  President  has  »o  stated  in 
his  message.  1  believe  there  has  never  been  such 
an  agreement  explicitly  made.  But  is  it  clear  that 
it  niay  notfbe  supposed  by  the  Ooverninenc  of  Great 
Britain  that  there  was  such  kn  understanding?    I 
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will  not  say  that  Great  Britain  had  a  right  to  sup- 
pose tK>;  but  have  not  the  coorae  this  subject  has 
taken,  and  the  condoet  of  our  (Soremmeut,  been 
sach  n»  ml^htlead  to  such  a  supposition? 

This  claim  is  not  now  set  op  for  the  first  time. 
It  is' a  claim  of  some  years*  standing.  It  has  been 
made  knowQ  -(o  our  Qovernment,  officially,  from 
time  to  time;  and  how  has  it  been  treated?  Has  it 
at  all  times  been  denied^been  instantly  repelled? 

Let  me  call  the  attention  of  the  committee  to 
some  documentary  evidence  upon  this  sobjecr.  I 
first  refer  to  Massachusetts  doenmenta  ^f  1833, 
parts  of  which  were  referred  to  by  one  of  my  col- 
leas  ues,  [Mr.  LiNCX>LN,]  whose  official  duty  as 
Chief  Magistrate  of  Massachusetts  caused  him  to 
examine  this  whole  subject  for  many  years.    • 

In  October,  1833,  the  Secretary  of  State,  Mr. 
McLane,  transmitted  to  him,  by  direction  of  the 
President,  a  copy  of  a  note  fron^lhe  British  Minis* 
ter,  accompanied  "by  a  letter  from  the  Lieutenant 
Governor  of  New  Brunswick  to  him,  and,  also,  of 
'  a  letter  from  Lieutenant  J.  A.  Maclauehlen  to  the 
Lientenant  (Governor  of  New  Brunswick,  *'com- 
ptainiQg  of  thecondact  of  certain  land  agents  of  the 
Slates  of  Maine  and  Massachu^tts  in  the  territory 
in  dispute  between  the  Uniitid  States  and  Great 
Britain,"  and  he  add?: 

**I  am  iMtructed  lo  Mate  that  it  would  I)e  a  source  of  re^«t  to 
ibo  I'reuderu  •houlil  thii  compIain|  prove  to  b<«  well  Tmnded; 
Kod  \fi  (4ta4)D^  it  to  t>«  communicated  to  your  Excellency,  it  is 
nis  earneet  wish  that  the  na^eRsary  a  *pA  may  be  promptly  taken 
b/  tile  proper  authorities  orMawachuaeita  b>  enfnree  a  due  obe- 
diciM'e  to  the  terms  of  ttte  existing  arrangement  iMtween  the 
Government  of  ihe  United  States  and  that  of  Great  Britain  in  rv« 
(ftid  to  the  dwputed  territory. " 

The  subject  of  complaint  was,  that  our  land 
agents  had  permitted  persons  to  cut  timber,  and 
that  they  had  entered  into  contracts  for  opening  two 
reads,  which  would  intersect  the  Reatook  river.  I  do 
not  contend  that  there  is  any  thing,  so  far,  to  show 
what  was  the  existing  arrangement,  or  that  it  was 
understood  by  our  Executive  lo  be  as  extensive  as 
that  now  set  op.    But  let  us  proceed. 

The  next  communication,  a  copy  of  which  was 
enclosed,  ia  one  from  Mr.  Maclanchlen  to  Sir  A. 
Campbell,  Lieutenant  Governor  of  New  Bruns- 
wick, stating  the  grierancea  of  which  he  com- 
plained! 

^'RxarooK,  Bapt  28, 1833. 

**siix:  I  feel  it  my  duty,  aa  the  officer  io  charae  of  tt»e  territo- 


ry in  dispute  between  the  GoTemmentof  his  Majesty  and  that 
of  the  United  iSutes  «>f  America,  to  bring  under  the  early  consi- 
deration of  your  excellency  a  subject  which  I  am  fearful  may 


shortly  lead  lo  amiaundeistandiug  between  the  two  countries. 
*'81nce  I  had  the  honor  of  the  appointment  of  vardcn  qf  the 
territory^  I  have  oodeavored  ae  much  a^  poesible  to  prevent 
trespaeses  from  being  made  by  the  cutttng  of  pine  timber,  Ac. 
and  which,  I  am  happy  to  say,  has  been  generally  eflTected,  as  it 
18  well  known  that  there  are  oow  large  quantities  still  standing 
adjaceiu  to  the  line  from  Mars  hill  to  the  Great  falH,  which 
would  otherwise  have  been  removed-  And  the  only  timber  of 
tfiy  eonseqiience,  that  has  been  manufactured,  was  on  che  Res- 


tensnce  of  their  fanuliM,  which  were  actually  in  want,  owing 
to  the  crops  of  the  last  year  being  destroyed  by  early  frosts. 

"The  subject  to  which  I  must  now  beg  the  honor]  to  call  the 
attention  of  your  excellency  is  that  of  an  mfringemeot  of  the  un< 
derstanding  between  the  Governments  of  Great  Britain  and  the 
Doited  fttates.  during  the  set:Iemont  of  the  question  of  bounda- 
ry by  the  land  agents  of  the  State  of  Maanachusetls  and  Abine, 
who  are  not  only  holding  out  inducements  to  the  subjects  of  both 
countries  to  cut  pine  timber  nn  the  territory  In  my  charge,  by 
paying  tliem  a  tloty  of  t%vu  •^^hiilings  and  sixpence  a  ton,  hut 
have  eatere*!  into  contracts  for  opening  two  roads  to  intetwrt, 
one  fifty  miles  from  its  confiuence  with  the  St.  John,  and  the 
other  thirty  miles,  both  of  which  are  either  to  be  completed  this 
fall  or  early  in  the  next  season. 

"It  Is  unnecessat^,  and  probably  might  be  considered  im- 
proper, on  my  part,  to  animailvert  on  the  conduct  of  those 
agents,  but  ]rour  Excellency  must  be  well  aware  of  the  trouble 
it  occasions  in  the  performance  of  my  doty;  and  certainlv  there 
dues  appear  something  exceedingly  inconsistent,  that  the  land 
agents  of  these  States  shoald  attempt  to  counteract  the  wishes, 
nay,  I  may  almost  say.  the  inetructione  ofh^th  Govfrnmenta 
to  an  qffleer  who  hae  been  appointed  to  prevent  eoUieion  be- 
iween  them.  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  ftc.  Ac.' 

•*T.  A.  MACLAOCitLEN, 
"Warden  of  the  Disputed  Territory^ 
*'His  Excellency  Maj.  Gen.  Sir  A.  Campbell." 

This  letter  was  communicated  by  Sir  Archibaltl 
Campbell  to  the  British  Minister,  and  by  him  to 
onr  GvOTernment.  Is  ihare  nothing  here  to  show 
that  the  Governor  of  New  Brunswick  considered 
the  ONDCRSTANDiNa  as  extending  over  the  whole 
territory?  Here  we  hitve  the  title  /^Warden  of  the 
Disputed  Territory,'*  and  his  claim  of  jurisdiction 
over  the  whole,  with  the  assertion  that  the  land 
agento  of  Massachusetts  and  Maine  had  counter- 
acted the  wts4es,  nay,  he  might  almott  My,  the  iiufrtie- 
fkPth  Q^tnmmia  le  an  aAsif  vfho  teas  up- 
u  jw«fMM  MlUilaii  Uimm  Iktm.    B«t  this 


's  not  all.  This  subject  received  the. prompt  atten- 
tion of  the  Governor  of  Massachusetts,  who  ac- 
knowledged the  receipt  November  1,  1833,  accom- 
panied by  a  distinct  protect  against  this  claim  of 
exclusive  jorisdiction. 

^*I  cannot  but  earnestiv  protest  against  the  authority  of  anv 
appeiutoieot  on  the  behalf  of  his  Majesty's  Ouvemment,  which 
may  be  regarded  as  a  claim  to  ihc  exclii^^ive  protection  of  tliLa 
property,  or  be  deemed  ao  ucqiiiepccence  on  rhe  part  of  the 
Uniiod  (States  in  interference,  urider  color  of  a  *Wardensh>p  of 
the  Disputetl  Tenitory,'  with  that  diracdon  u>  its  improvement 
which  the  Governments  of  Massachusetta  siid  Maine  respec- 
tivo{y  ma^  see  fit  to  give  thcic  agents." 

Can  It  be  pretended  thai  this  claim  was  not  then 
brought  directly  to  the  notice  of  our  Groveroraent, 
and  that  it  was  asserted  to  be  by  an  arrangement 
between  the  two  nations?  The  Governor  of  Mas- 
sachusetts had  no  difficulty  in  understanding  the 
extent  of  the  claim,  and  his  protest  distinctly  in- 
formed the  Secretary  of  State  that  he  did  so  ander- 
stand  it. 

The  land  agent  of  Mlissachusetts  was  immedi- 
ately called  on  for  information  by  the  Governor, 
who  say^ 

"  I  have  already  written  to  ^r.  Mcljme,  proteeting  aganst 
tlie  right  of  his  Majesty's  provmcial  officers  to  interfere  with 
any  directions  which  the  Qovernment  of  the  Statei  of  Maine 
and  M.issachusetts  may  think  pntper  logive  to  their  agents,  \Ti. 
the  manaj^ernent  of  tht.ir  pioperty  in  the  territory  over  which 
the  British  Government  has  recently  extended  her  extraordi- 
nary and  an  found  ^  1  claim;  but  at  the  same  time  expressing  a 
wiilirtgnew  to  rcsipect  the  wishps  o'  the  General  Government 
in  abstaining  from  any  fact*  of  excitmive  occupancy  during 
the  pendency  of  measures  lo  bring  the  subject  of  controversy 
to  an  amicable  i?sue." 

In  that  officer's jeply  to  the  Governor,  November 
6,  1833,  he  states:' 

"  An  to  tlie  charge  of  holding  out  inducements  to  the  aubjecta 
of  both  countciefc  c6  cut  pine  timber  on  the  territory  in  dispute, 
80  far  as  concern^  my  agency,  it  ie  entirely  gioundleen.  I  nave 
received  repeated  spplicaiions  for  permits  to  cut  timber,  and  I 
have  invariably  answered  that  1  would  not  grant  any  until  the 
dispute  shouid  be  i>ettlod,  and  if  any  timber  was  cut  I  should 
order  it  seizod.  Winter  bef<iro  the  last,  I  cauradsome  timber 
1(1  be  seized  upon  the  Aroosio  >tc  river,  and,  it  short  time  after, 
the  same  limber  was  seized  by  the  British— I  think  by  the  same 
person  that  prefers  this  complaint,  or  pursuant  to  his  orders. 
The  timber  was  aAerwards  sold,  and  the  amount,  whatever 
it  may  have  been,  went  into  the  hands  of  tlte  officers  of  the 
Ckrfony of  New  Brunswick.  It  is  appannt,  ttierelore,thai  our 
interest  is  to  prevent  timber  being  cut,  rather  than  to  induce  the 
cutting." 

This  letter  was  transmitted  to  the  Secretary  of 
State  Nov.  15th. 

Another  complaint  was  made  by  the  "Warden'' 
to  the  Lieutenant  Governor  Nov.  32,  1833,  who 
transmitfet]  it,  through  the  British  Minister,  to  our 
Government.  The  subject  was  the  opening  of  a 
road  to  the  Aroostook  river.  Sir  A.  Campbell 
writes: 

"Your  Excellencv  is  aware  that  the  territory  thus  virtually 
awarded,  though  often  claimed  as  American,  ha*  never  ceased 
to  be  under  the  reco^msed  jt<risdtc/<on  of  Great  Britain,  and 
the  Provincial  Government  would  be  scarcely  justified  in  con- 
tinuing to  look  taniely  on  at  this  systematic  and  unprovoked 
violatfon  of  our  rignrs." 

This  was  communicated  by  Mr.  Vaughan  to  onr 
Government. 

All  this  took  place  in  1833.  Was  not  this  claim 
of  exclusive  jurisdiction  brought  to  the  notice  of 
our  Government?  And  did  they  instantly  repel 
it?  Is  there  any  evidence  of  this  until  long  after- 
wards? 

Are  gentlemen  ready  to  rush  into  war  at  once  on 
account  of  this  claim,  as  a  false  and  groundless 
pretence?  In  the  present  state  of  this  question, 
with  the  obscurity  there  is  about  it,  instead  of  doing 
or  encouraging  any  act  which  may  tend  to  bring 
on  war  between  these  two  great  nations,  with  al! 
its  tremendous  evils,  should  we  not  anxiously  desire 
to  give  time  for  explanation? 

The  resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of  Massachu- 
setts of  March,  1836,  forwarded  to  the  National 
Executive  (Doc.  199,  24th  Cong.  1st  session)  leave 
no  doubt  as  to  the  understanding  of  that  Legislature 
on  this  point.    They  are  as  follow.^: 

"Whereas  a  large  tract  oi  the  Northeastern  territory  of  the 
ITnire<1  .States,  belonging  in  common  to  the  States  of  Maine  and 
Massac! I usetia,  and  lying  within  the  limits  of  the  former  State, 
has,  for  loany  yeaiB  past,  in  consequence  of  a  claim  of  Great 
Britain,  L\-  n  surrendered  to  the  exclusive  custody  of  the  Bri- 
tish Ooveicnent;  and  whereas  it  appears  from  the  report  of  a 
committee  appointed  by  the  lust  I^gielature  of  this  Common- 
wraith,  to  make  personal  examination  into  the  state  of  our  pnb>  > 
lie  lanab,  that  great  inconveniences  and  Krom  abuses  have  re- 
sulted from  so  valuable  a  portion  of  eur  domain  being  left  in  the 
keeping  of  a«;ent8  over  whom  we  have  no  rootrol:  therefore, 

^^ Resolved  hy  the  Senate  and  Bouse  of  Repreeentatiree  in 
General  Court  aaeemhled^  That,  in  the  opinion  of  this  Legie- 
laiure,  it  is  due  to  the  rights  and  inerests  of  Maine  and  Mawa- 
chusetts  that  measures  should  be  taken  by  the  Executive  of  the 
United  S^tes  to  secure  a  s^)eedy  settlement  of  this  long  pro- 
tracted controversy,  so  that  these  Btftes  may  be  rtinetated  in 
the  tt^oument  ofthatpraperty  which  woe  mo  hng  in  tkeir  un» 
ik^nUi  potemim^  atidimihie  90  indieputadi^lhitrtk 


*^Re»olvedy  That  in  case  there  be  a  proepeet  of  funte  vt- 
roldable  delav  in  the  settlement  of  this  coniroveny,  it  a  mm- 
tial  to  the  ends  of  justice  that  measures  should  be  uken  I9  ih« 
Executive  of  the  United  Suites  to  obtain  a  represeouiifeii  of  ^ 
interests  and  rights  of  Maine  and  Massschuseua  ia  the  uhct 
and  gvardianehip  of  the  territory  in  question." 

Comment  on  these  resolves  is  unnecessary.  Vitf 
have  been  ably  considered  by  the  gentleman  frooi 
Pennsylvania,  LMr.  BiDDLE.]  This  claim  isd  the 
surrender  of  the  disputed  territory  to  the  exdoave 
custody  of  the  British  Government,  is  the  tcij 
grievance  complained  of.  That  is  the  groand  of 
the  resolutions.  It  is  staled  to  be  the  veiy  objeei 
for  which  the  speedy  settlement  of  the  '*protfieied 
controversy  is  de^ianded,"  '*sothat  these  States  ouy 
be  reifutaUd  in  the  enjoyment  of  that  property  which 
was  so  long  in  their  undisputed  possession."  Aad 
it  wa.s  resolved  that  it  was  essential  "lo  oibia•r^ 
prettfUaiimtt  Sfc  in  the  egeney  amdgHardumdifnfAt 
Urritory  in  fueiiten."  To  what  does  that  itteil 
Clearly  to  the  whole  "disputed  territory.*' 

Mr.  S.  then  referred  to  the  message  of  Gorenor 
Kent  in  January  last,  and  to  a  letter  of  his  to  the 
President  of  the  United  States  in  April,  1838,  in 
which  he  says:  **Maine  feels  that  the  time  fordeei- 
sive-action  has  come— that  she  cannot  be  satisfied 
to  have  the  claim  to  abbolnia  and  cxclosiTe  joris- 
diction of  a  large  part  of  her  territory  longer  Ukn- 
ted  and  aefpUeued  m.'*  He  alsj  referred  to  the 
protest  of  the  '* warden"  after  no*  ice  was  given  that 
the  commissioners  were  going  on  to  explore,  Ac. 
against  "any  act  implying  sovereignty  or  jarisdi^ 
tinn  on  the  part  of  any  (Government  or  State,  or  of 
the  citizens  or  subjects  of  any  Government  or  Bute, 
exercised  within  the  territory  in  dispute,  and  kaova 
by  the  name  of  the  digpmUd  ierrUenf^  until  ihe  right 
to  that  territory  shall  have  been  decided  hy  ocgoiii- 
tion  between  theiwo  Gk)vernments." 

Do  not  these  d(X»ments  show  that  live  or  ax 
years  ago,  at  least,  the  Government  of  NevBnut> 
wick  claimed  the  absolute  and  exclusive  iarisdi» 
tion  of  the  whole  territory,  and  that  a  "wanka" 
was  appointed  under  the  aathority  of  the  Bniisk 
Government,  with  supervisory  power  over  the 
whole— not  the  Madawaska  settlement  merely,  bit 
the  wheU — and  that  this  was  made  known  to  ov 
Gh>vemment7 

Let  me  not  be  misunderstood.  My  o^ect  k  not 
to  bring  reproach  on  a  past  Administration,  or aaj 
of  its  officers.  No,  let  this  debate  be  free  fioatl 
party  taint.  But  a  subject  of  this  vast  inportiaee 
ought  to  be  fully  examined  and  considered. 

At  the  time  of  the  late  movement  there  had  bm 
no  recen t  change  of  circomst anees.  Nothing  hid 
been  done  by  the  United  States  or  by  Great  Brittii 
since  the  close  of  the  last  session  of  Congress.  TIk 
lale  movement  on  the  part  of  Maine  has  prodneed 
the  present  crisis.  It  is  deeply  to  be  regretted;  ud 
I  must  fearlessly  say  that,  in  my  judgment,  it  vs 
ii»discreet«^unfortonate,  ta  say  the  least  of  it 
Might  not  th.*  consequences  have  been  fomcfrt 
Would  not  a  different  coarse  have  effected  the  eb> 
ject,  without  risking  such  consequence&t  • 

Sir  John  Harvey  has  the  reputation  of  beii^  11 
honorable,  as  well  as  a  gallant  officer,  night  that 
not  safely  have  been  a  commnmcarion  with  hiB,(ir 
with  our  Government,  as  to  the  trespasses!!  Boi 
patties  are  10  be  considered  as  jointjy  interested  ii 
the  territory  in  dispute.  The  course  taken  pfB> 
ceeded,  I  have  no  doabt,  from  a  deep  sen^e  of  ii^ 
jury.  Their  interests  had  been  neglected:  ihiy 
have  made  complaints,  and  have  given  iatioaliflii 
of  the  course  they  should  feci  compelled  to  poisaa 
It  is  still  possible,  I  trust,  tbnt  the  course  tahei 
will  not  lead  to  the  consequences  some  appRke^ 
ii  may  lead  to  a  settlement  of  the  boundary  qM^ 
tion.    Should  that  be  the  case,  it  will  be  foftoMla 

The  first  step  was  a  secret  session  of  thcUgplip 
ture,  and  the  passage  of  the  resolve  whieh  led  loii 
expedition.  Any  one  knowing  the  state  of  fcefi^f 
of  this  subject,  on  boih  sides  of  the  line,  mig|l«tf  ^ 
apprehend  what  would  folio  a-.  The  peoH*^' 
Maine  have  great  spirit  and  courage — tb^vfl^ 
what  they  say — I  know  them  well;  thqtfa%J 
look  at  the  present  state  of  things  with  the  gniK< 
coDoern.  There  was  a  secret  session — tkea  apfl» 
Whe  ever  heard  of  such  a  pone  befoiet  ft  w 
the  appearance  of  a  military  expediiioa*  tkf 
still  remain  at  Uie  Aroostook,  where  ihqp  tfi-4^ 
trenching  therowl vee^-for  wbft it    To  diffM  n» 
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This  coarse  may  embarrass'  the  boufutory  fii^s* 
1101,  by  bringing  forward,  prominently,  a  new  and 
collateral  one,  as  stated  by  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania. 

A  great  and  new  qae^tion  is  now  presented, 
whether  an  indiscreet  step  of  a  State  shall  involve 
tills  nation  in  a  great  and  tremendous  warl  War 
between  these  two  nations  will  be  no  child's  play; 
all  say,  that,  once  begon,  it  will  be  long — that  it 
may  be  of  ten  years'  duration — ^ten  years  of  strife, 
of  suffering,  and  of  bloodshed. 

What,  then,  should  this  Gbtrernment  di?  We 
riioald  do  nothing  wlych  may  have  a  tendency  to 
excite  unnecessary  irritation — nothing  which  may 
HQneoesaarily  tend  to  produce  war.  I  have  no 
/ears  of  being  reproached  with  want  of  spirit  and 
courage.  Qreat  Britain  knows  well  with  whom  she 
is  to  contend;  that  we  are  of  her  own  blood,  her 
own  race,  who  have  not  degenerated,  bat  wtio  have 
taken  a  new  btart  in  the  fresh  soil  of  this  new  world. 
Jler  own  experience,  also,  has  taught  her  that  it  is 
not  from  fear  that  we  are  inclined  to  a  pacific 
course.  No;  it  is  from  other,  from  higher  conside- 
rations; from  ourabhorience  of  war  between  thes- 
two  kindred  nations,  as  a  great  and  terrible  cae 
lamity.  And  at  this  time,  when  we  have  been 
hoping  that  the  facilities  of  intercourse  between 
nations,  and  the  improvements  ofour  day,  had  pro- 
daced  more  enlightened  views  and  better  feelings 
on  the  snbject  of  war,  we  had  flattered  ourselves 
that  there  had  bten  great  change,  a  great  advance 
in.  true  civilizalion,  and  that  the  history  of  the  next 
two  hundred  years  would  not  be  written  in  blood, 
like  that  of  the  precedins.  Who  would  resort  to 
war,  except  literally  as  the  latirescrt — war  between 
two  great  nation.^,  bound  together  by  the  stronger  t 
mutual  interest,  as  well  as  by  the  indisbohibte  ties 
of  common  ancestry,  language,  literature,  and  reli- 
gion? 

Some  things  in  this  debate  have  surprised  me. 
Ko  one,  I  trust,  desires  war;  why,  then,  connect 
this  with  other  subjects?  Who  connect  it  with  the. 
dispute  at  the  mouth  of  the  Columbia  river,  or  any 
other  difficulties?  And  what  reason  is  there  to 
suppoee  that  Great  Britain  has  sent  aimies  into  Ca- 
nada or  the  West  Indies,  or  fleets  to  the  Qulf  of 
Mexico,  for  the  purpose  of  military  warfare  against 
the  United  Slates?  May  it  not  have  been  thought 
wise  to  guard  against  the  possible  effects  of  aboli- 
tion in  the  West  Indiei>1  And  are  not  their  16,000 
or  95,000  troops  in  Canada  necto^ary  to  keep  thofe 
colonies  from  disturbance?  And  has  England  dis- 
covered no  confidence  in  this  QoverAm^t?  Her 
whole  Canadian  frontier  has  been  in  a  state  of 
alarm  on  account  of  incursions  Irom  our  territory; 
and  yet  it  has  not  disturbed  the  friei.dly  relations 
of  the  two  nations. 

Think  of  the  connection  between  these  two  na- 
tions, our  constant  intercourse,  our  mutual  com« 
nerce,  more  than  between  any  other  nations  on  the 
globe,  our  competition  in  the  art»,  com«ierce,  and 
manufactures.  Is  it  surprising  that  there  should 
arae  oiccasional  causes  of  difficulty  and  initation? 
Wilt  they  not  happen  among  the  most  honorable 
men  in  the  traosactions  of  business? 

Bat,  Mr.  Chairman,  the  question  now  is,  what 
sball  he  done  in  ihe  present  emergency?  Shall  we 
leave  Maine  alone  in  this  contest?  No;  she  must 
be  protected.  Is  it  expedient  to  past  this  bill?  I 
beliere  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  1795  are  suffi- 
cient for  the  occasion.  That  authorizes  the  Presi- 
dent to  call  out  such  part  of  the  militia  as  he  may 
d^m  necessary  to  resist  invasion,  or  in  case  of 
imminent  danger  of  invasion.  I  know  this  im- 
pCBCS  the  who'e  responsibility  upon  the  President. 
I  am  willing,  therefore,  to  go  further — to  go  for  the 
llfst  section  of  the  bill,  or  for  a  resolution  to  the 
name  effect.  I  hold  that  Maine  is  to  be  protected. 
"Wliy?  BecauM  there  has  not  been  such  an  ex- 
plicit arraDgement  or  understanding  as  is  asserted. 
^liere  is  some  misnnderstaodin?  of  the  matter;  and 
I  believe  it  will  be  found  either  that  Sir  John  Har- 
Tej  has  mistaken  his  instructions,  or  that  they  were 
foanded  in  misapprehension,  aifd  that  the  British 
Govemijdent  will  be  satisfied  that  there  was  no 
aoeh  agreement,  express  or  to  be  implied  from 
the  diplomatic  intercourse  between  the  two  Gorern- 
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Mr.  EVANS  said  he  rose  to  make  a  brief  reply 
to  the  honorable  member  from  Pennsylvania,  [Mr. 
BiDDLB,]  who  had  taken  very  decided  ground 
against  the  bill,  and  against  the  whole  policy  upon 
upon  which  it  is  founded.  Perhaps  (said  Mr.  E.) 
I  shall  not  be  able  to  follow  very  closely  the  order 
of  his  argument,  and  very  likely  many  things  which 
he  has  uttered  may  escape  my  recollection  alto« 
gether,  as,  not  mtending  to  participate  further  in 
tbe  discussion  upon  the  subject  of  our  border 
troubles  on  the  Northeastern  frontier,  1  took  no  • 
note  of  tbe  honorable  member's  course  of  remark. 
1  had  hoped  that,  after  the  exposition  which  I  of- 
fered a  day  or  two  since  of  the  state  of  affairs  on 
that  frontier,  the  rights  and  the  honor  of  Maine 
might  be  safely  committed  to  the  hands  of  those 
who  might  be  supposed  to  be  somewhat  calmer  in 
their  feelings  than  the  Representatives  from  that 
State  could  be  when  they  were  in  hourly  expecta- 
tion of  intelligence  that  its  territory  had  been  in- 
vaded by  a  foreign  enemy,  and  the  blood  of  its  ci- 
tizens poured  out  upon  its  soil.  The  direct  allu- 
sions, however,  which  have  so  frequently  been 
made  to  me  by  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania, 
and  to  the  measures  recently  adopted  by  the  State 
I  represent,  (said  E.)  leave  me  no  alternative  but 
agam  to  trust  myself  to  the  indulgence  of  the 
House,  in  defence  of  the  measures  proposed  by  this 
bill.    1  hope  not  to  weary  its  patience  long. 

The  first  objection  .stated  by  the  honorable  mem- 
ber to  the  general  scope  of  the  bill  i«,  that  it  is  a 
/iosH/e  measure — a  measure  of  toar-f  and,  indeed, 
he  regardsi  it  almost  equivalent  to  a  deehraiion  of 
war.  Accordingly,  he  presents  in  fervid  colors  to 
onr  excited  imaginations  the  pictures  of  catastro- 
phes and  calamities  necessarily  incident  to  such  a 
state.  The  condagraied  villages — fields  furrowed 
by  the  heavy  cars  of  artillery,  and  wet  with  blood; 
and  the  desolations  which  war  every  where  spreads 
around,  are  arrayed  before  us  in  all  the  force  and 
el'X]nencc  for  which  the  honorable  member  is  so 
distinguished.  Now,  sir,  it  is  precisejy  because  I 
wish,  most  earnestly,  to  avoid  these  calamities 
and  desolations — bfcausa  I  desire,  of  all  things 
which  my  heart  can  compass,  to  preserve  the  peace 
and  happiness  of  the  country,  that  I  desire  this  bill 
to  pass.  It  is  a  measure  oi'peuee.  It  will  preserve 
peace.  It  will  prevent,  if  it  come  not  too  late,  col- 
lisions that  must  inevitably  lead  to  war.  Let  me 
assure  the  honorable  gentleman  and  the  House, 
that,  if  the  sentiments  he  expresses  be  carried  out, 
there  will  be  actual  war  long  before  we  are  pre- 
pared for  it,  and  which  I  see  no  honorable  mode  of 
averting.  What  are  those  sentiments?  What 
does  he  propose?  What  will  he  do?  Nothins ! 
Nothing,  whatever.  And  this  he  calU  peace!  Is 
he  aware  of  the  present  condition  of  afTairs  in 
Maine  and  on  the  frontier^  If  so,  what  course 
does  he  recommend  to  be  pursued?  He  offers  no 
amendment.  He  points  out  no  method  of  averting 
the  perils  in  which  we  Bte  involved.  He  su^ests 
no  step  to  be  taken;  and  thb  is  peace  !  It  may  be 
peace,  but  what  sort  of  peace?  Sir  dncs  the 
honorable  gentleman  seriously  consider  the  con- 
dition of  things — the  State  of  Maine  in  afms— 
with  its  panoply  on — ihe  panoply  of  right  and 
justice,  and  solemnly  pledged  to  themselves,  to 
their  country,  and  to  the  world,  not  to  lay  down 
their  arms  in  the  face  of  any  human  enemy,  until 
the  occasion  which  summoned  them  to  the  field 
vi  removed?  Such  is  the  position  which  Maine 
has  assumed.  It  is  a  position  she  will  maintain  at 
all  hazards.  She  will  redeem  all  her  pledges.  The 
occasion  which  has  compelled  her  to  assume  thi.<( 
position  is  an  expected  and  threatened  invasion  of 
her  territory  on  the  part  of  a  high-minded  and  gal- 
lant officer  of  the  British  Governments  acting,  as 
he  avows,  in  obedience  to  explicit  instructions  from 
that  Qovemment,  for  ih((  purpose  of  arresting  and 
suppressing  the  exercise  of  civil  anthoriiy  by  the 
State' in  the  territory  which  CongreK  unanimously 
has  nQnned  to  belong  to  her.    BAaint  is  prepared 


to  meet  that  invasion,  come  when  it  may,  as  be- 
comes her  character,  and  in  fulfilment  of  her 
pledge.-;  and  Sir  John  Harvey  is  doubtless  prepared, 
and  preparing  to  attempt  it  as  becomes  a  soldier, 
and  a  di»iingulshed  one,  of  a  brave  nation;  and  in 
such  a  state  of  things  the  honorable  member' from 
Pennsylvania  advises  us  to  do  nothing,  from  the 
apprebention  that  it  may  lead  to  war.  He  wot:ld 
say  to  Great  Britain,  We  offer  no  protection  to 
Maine;  she  has  taken  her  ground,  let  her  defend  it. 
Will  such  language  as  that  lead  to  peace?  Sir,  if 
the  Qene'ral  Qovemment  had  come  long  ago,  when 
it  ought  to  have  come,  to  the  protection  of  the  vio- 
lated rights  of  Maine;  if  it  had  acted  with  prompt- 
ness and  energy,  and  a  bei^oming  sense  of  what 
was  due  to  itself  and  to  that  State,  does  sny  body 
suppose  that  these  lofty  and  constantly  augniennng 
pretensions  on  the  pan  of  the  Brtti&h  Qovemment 
would  have  been  made  and  persevered  in?  I  am 
as  desirous  of  peace  as  any  man  can  possibly  be. 
My  Stale  is  so.  She  has  every  reason  to  desire 
it.  With  more  than  three  hundred  miles  of 
maritime  frontier,  indented  with  capacious  har- 
bors and  rivers,  and  studded  with  thriving  villages, 
which  must  be  laid  in  ashes  by  the  torch  of  war,^ 
with  three  or  four  hundred  miles  of  inland  frontier 
accessible  in  almost  every  point  from  the  neighbor- 
ing  Provinces;  with  scarcely  a  man  or  a  gun  to  de« 
fend  themselves,  which  you  have  furnished,  what 
has  Maine  to  gain  by  war?  Nothing,  sir,  nothing. 
She  knows  it,  and  she  desires  peace;  and  she  knows 
that  tbe  way  to  preserve  peace  is  to  assert  your 
rights,  and  to  cause  them  to  be  respected,  as  they 
always  will  be  respected,  by  a  proud  and  gallant 
nation,  if  asserted  in  a  spirit  becoming  a  nation  no 
less  proud  and  gallant.  If  language  suitable  to  the 
occasion  had  been  held  at  the  commencement  of 
these  aggressions,  and  had  been  persevered  in,  who 
can  doubt  that  the  whole  matter  would  long  ago 
have  been  amicably  settled?  And,  now  that  we 
have  been  driven  back-«back — back,  till  we  can 
yield  no  longer,  are  we  to  be  told  that  the  way  to 
preserve  the  peace  of'the  country  is  to  do  nothing? 
Such,  sir,  is  not  the  voice  of  this  nation,  if  it  have 
any  remains  of  the  spirit  which  once  animated  the 
bosoms  of  our  fathers.  No  error  can  be  more  fatal. 
The  honorable  gentleman,  sir,  referred  to  some 
of  the  incidents  in  the  late  conflict  wTth  Qreat  Bri- 
tain, to  demonstrate  the  hazards  of  a  state  of  hos- 
tility with  that  nation.  He  spoke  of  a  portion  of 
the  State  of  Maine  having  been  in  the  possession 
of  the  enemy,  and  more  than  intimated  that  it  had 
not  been  dett^nded  with  the  bravery  becoming  a 
people  now  so  ready  to  appeal  again  to  the  sword 
in  vindication  of  their  right*),  and  that  what  had 
once  happened  might  again  occur  in  the  chances  of 
war.  Certainly  it  may,  sir.  But  if,  at  the  period 
to  which  the  honorable  member  refers,  he  had  been 
a  citizen  of  that  exposed  cooniry,  instead  of  being 
safely  lodged  behind  the  mountains,  if  he  had  seen 
it  left  wholly  undefended' by  the  General  Qovem- 
ment, without  a  man  or  a  gtin  or  a  dollar  furnished 
for  its  protection,  but,  on  the  contrary,  with  thou- 
sands of  its  men  drawn  off  to  fight  your  battles 
elsewhere  on  the  land  and  on  the  ocean,  leaving 
their  own  firesides  unprotected,  without  a  State  Gk>- 
vernment  even  of  its  own  to  call  out  and  direct  its 
coei^ie$,  he  wonld  hardly  have  thought  it  worth 
while  at  this  distance  of  time  to  search  in  the 
volume  of  history  from  which  he  read  for  the  fact 
that  some  small  portions  of  the  territory  of  that « 
State,  very  sparsely  settled,  and  wholly  without  de- 
fence, were  compelled  to  yield  to  the  naval  suprema- 
cy of  Qreat  Britain,  and,  least  ©C«ll,  would  he  have 
deemed  it  just  to  remind  us  of  it  as  a  matter  of  re- 
proach. Was  Maine  the  only  State  whose  soil  felt 
the  tread  of  a  hostile  foot  in  that  conflict?  Were 
hersinall,  defenceless  villages  the  only  ones  which 
capitulated?  Or  did  the  British  arms  show  them- 
selves el}?ewhere,  leaving  behind  them  proofs  sad 
to  remember,  no  less  of  their  prowess,  than  of  less 
honorable  modes  of  warfan?  Such  scenes  may 
happen  there  again  in  the  course  ot  human  events, 
or  may  happen  elsewhere;  and,  for  one,  I  do  not 
desire  to  keep  them  out  of  the  reach  of  our  calcu- 
lations. If  they  must  come,  let  them  come;  but  I 
desire  to  avert  them,  and,  as  the  best  means  of  do- 
ing so,  I  desire  to  pass  thia  bill,  or  some  other 
equally  8tron9--equally  prompt  I^t  our  Qoyem* 
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meat  say  to  Great  Britain,  ^^This  is  our  affair,  and 
not  the  affair  of  Maine  alone;  toe  will  take  it  in 
han(i— we  will  settle  it,^'  and,  in  my  judgment,  the 
whole  controversy  ceases.  I  nrged  this  argament 
la$:(  year.  If  any  body  does  me  the  honor  to  re- 
member or  t6  refer  to  what  I  then  said,  be  will  per- 
ceive the  great  stress  I  then  laid  upon  a  movement, 
some  movement,  of  the  General  Government  upon 
ihe  question  of  boundary,  I  then  urged  with  what 
zeal  I  could,  that  the  peace  of  the  country  depend* 
ed  upon  decided,  efficient  effort  on  the  part  of  the 
General  QovernmenL  I  say  so  now,  and  e^ery 
day  confirms  the  truth  of  the  argument.  So  much, 
sir,  1  have  felt  it  necessary  to  say  in  proof  of  the 
pacific  character  of  the  bill  now  under  considera- 
tion. Nothing  can  be  clearer  to  mj^  mind  than 
that  peace  will  be  subserved  by  it. 

But,  sir,  the  gentleman  says  that  we  are  not  only 
to  be  right,  but  that  we  should  always  have  it  in 
f  ur  power  to  show  to  the  country,  and  to  the  world, 
that  we  are  right;  so  that,  in  the  event  of  future 
hostilities,  the  responsibility  shall  not  attach  to  us 
of  disturbing  the  peace  of  the  nations.  Certainly, 
1  admit  that.  Ha  then  proceeds  to  show,  from  the 
correspondence  between  the  two  Governments, 
pending  the  negotiation,  thai  there  is,  •  to  say  the 
Jeast  of  it,  a  very  plausible  pietext  for  the  claim 
advanced  by  Great  Britain,  of  exclusive  jurisdic- 
tion over  the  disputed  territory.  He  has  done  me 
the  honor  to  read  very  largely  from  a  speech  made 
by  myself,  last  session,  in  support  of  the  same 
idea;  and  I  freely  admit,  sir,  that  as  the  cafe  thm 
stcod,  there  was  much,  too  much,  fonnidation  for 
the  argument  which  he  now  urges.  The  docu- 
menu  did  show,  unfortunately,  that  there  had 
b^en,  not  a  plain,  specific  Rgreemenl  on  our  side, 
but  an  acquiescence  in  the  claim  of  the  British 
Guyeinment — a  yieldini^  to  their  repeated  asi^r- 
lions,  upon  the  ground  of  some  previous  informal 
understanding  to  that  effect.  I  certainly  then 
thought  that  this  claim  had  been  too  often  and  too 
strongly  asserted  without  being  met  by  a  stern  and 
deciMve  rebuke  from  our  Government.  I  endeap 
vQred  to  set  forth  the  consequences  of  yielding, 
tacitly,  to  its  avowal;  and  I  urged  upon  the  Gene- 
ral  Government  to  repudiate  and  to  deny  it.  De- 
nial had  not  then  been  given.  But  how  stands  the 
Ctise  now?  -  We  have  the  solemn  assurance  of  the- 

'  President,  and  of  Mr.  Forsyth,  that  no  such  infor« 
mal  arrangement  or  agreement  has  been  made. 
Great  Britain  has  been  distinctly  advised  of  the 
misconceptions  under  which  she  labored,  before. 
We  have  obtained,  what  it  was  mj  purpose  last 
year  to  obtain,  an  assurance  that  our  territory  had 
not  been  given  up,  by  agreement,  to  the  exclusive 
jafjFdiciion  of  Great  Britain.  Now,  sir,  I  take 
the  word  of  our  own  Government  to  be  true  in  this 
respect.  I  stand  by  it.  I  hold  them  to  it,  now  and 
hereafter;  and  however,  up  to  this  hour,  the  docu- 
ments may  have  furnished  plausible  grounds  for  be- 
lief in  the  existence  of  such  an  arrangement  as  is 
suggested,  they  fornifdi  it  no  longer.  Why,  then, 
can  we  not  vindicate  outselves  ti»  the  country  and 
to  the  world,  if  we  say  to  Great  Britain,  she  shall 
not,  under  pretence  of  an  agreement  which  we  de» 
ny  to  exist,  attempt  to  possess  herself  of  the  entire 
control  of  Uie  territory  in  dispute?  If  wa  are  like- 
ly to  be  put  in  the  wrong  at  all,  it  has  already  been 
dooe.  The  wrong  consists  in  violating  a  subsist* 
iog  agreement;  and  the  President  has  already  most 
emphatically  declared  that  n«  such  agreement  has 

.  subsisted.  The  question  is  one,  if  I  may  so  speak, 
of  veracity  between  the  Governments.  Our  own 
asserts  most  distinctly  that  it  has  never  entr  red  into 
such  arrangements  as  are  set  up  by  Great  Bntain 
as  the  foundation  of  Sir  John  Harvey's  .proceed- 
ings; and  I  am  content  with  the  assertion  as  I  re- 
ceive it  I  am  not  for  going  back  to  see  how  the 
case  stood  before  this  plain  disavowal,  and  while 
a  contrary  assumption  on  the  other  side  was  per*^ 
oafUed  to  remain  unrebuked.  The  proofs,  there- 
fore, upon  which  I  relied  last  year  are  all  done 
away  with  in  the  only  way  they,  could  satisfoniovi. 
iy  met,  by  the  distinct  declaration  of  our  own  Go- 
vernment. «  The  British  Minister,  when  called 
upon  for  evidence  of.  the  agreement  whicli  he  had 
alleged  to  exist, /ails  to  produce  it;  bm,  on  the 
other  band,  in  the  memorandiimr  or  protocol  iwhich 
he  has  entered  in«o  withMr*P>6rsyth,4uli«itB.ithat> 


it  is  A  matter  upon  which  the  two  Go^mments 
have  not  understood  each  other.  If  that  be  so,  and 
if  Great  Bataio,  be  now  disiibQt]y>  infbmicd  that 
her  claim  of  exclusive  jurisdfction  is  inadmissible 
upon  the  pretence  of  a  former  agreement  to  that 
efl^t,  and  she  still  persists  in  ettfii^rcitag'  it  "by 
arms,  tipon  whose  head  wifl  rest  the  responsibility 
ofdisturbing  the  peace  of  thewor)d1  Surely  notupon 
ours.  We  can  yield  tt>  no  such  invasion  without 
dishonor  and  disgrace!  We  mnitt  repel  it,  or  we' 
shall  stand  condemned,  in  the  face  of  alt  nations, 
of  miserable  pusillanimity; 

But,  sir,  there  is  much  in  the  documents  ftttrt^ 

toby  the  gentleman,  and  which  I  tited  last  year,  to 

•  fortify  the  position  now  taken  by  our  Government. 

!  On  the  6th  of  August,  ISST,  Mr.  Stevensoh  held 

this  language  te  Lord  Palmerston  upon  this  very 

question  of  exclusive  jurisdiction: 

"Th«  ondenigned,  moreoTer,  doM  not  preramo  th«t,  pend* ' 
ine  the  Dei^itattion,  Mid  whilst  efEMttamoiBfctaK  forlto  P>— »• 
&bTe  and  final  adjuaunent  of  iheve  delicaia  and  esciiine  quea* 
tinna,  her  Majesty's  Government  can  claini  the  right  ofesdu- 
site  jurUdietion  and  •overeigwty  over  Vte  duputed  t«rri- 
tory^  or  ifin  pertona  remdinn  within  it»  HfUdto  In  svcht  a 
claim  of  power  on  the  part  of  Groat  Britain,  or  its  provincial 
authorities,  the  undersigned  need  not  repeat  to  Lord  Palmerston, 
(what  he  is  already  fully  apprised  of,)  tk»  V09ern9m€fU  of  fA« 
UniUd  SUttea  can  never  conoeni  to  aoqmooto  in  lh»  txMins 
state  of  the  controversy." 

And  again,  on  the  10th  of  November  of  the 
same  year,  language  still  more  decided.    He  says: 

"To  repeat  the  assarances,  heretofore  given,  that  sucH  pro- 
r^eedlnic  can  be  regarded  in  do  other  light  than  a  tioUUion  of 
the  rightt  and  eoooreignty  of  the  UnUod  StatoOt  and  anUrely 
irreconcilable  with  that  mutual  forbearance  which  it  was  un- 
derstood would  be  practised  by  both  Osvemments  pending  the 
hegooaUon. 

"  The  circumstances  under  wMch  than  lecont  auanpis  is 
enforce  jurisdiction  have  been  mada,  show  that,  in  the  most 
favorable  aspect  in  which  they  can  be  Tegarded,  they  toere 
wholly  ind^enoible," 

"  By  what  authority,  then,  the  Provinsial  Govamment  of 
New  Brunswick  felt  Itself  justified  in  exercising  such  acts  of 
sovsretvn  power,  the  undersigned  is  at  a  lorn  to  eonoslve;  im- 
/ess,  indeedy  upon  the  g  ounJ  thatthe  iarisdictionaiuisov». 
reignty  over  the  disputed  territory,  pending  the  conirovacsy, 
,  reeta  exelueively  wtth  great  Britain.  If  such  should  turn 
out  to  iM  the  fact,  it  can  hardly  be  necessary  agsln  to  repeat  the 
assurances  which  havs  baen  harafofore  givsni^hai,  in  any  sudi 
claim  of  power,  the  Oovemmentof  the  United  Sttatee  cannot 
aeguieeee. 

^  Upon  the  ooMsquenoes  which  woeM  anavoidably  retuk 
from  atlanpling  to  excorcisa  siich  jorisdiotioo,  it  is  needlesa  to 
enlarge.  It  must  now  be  apparent  that  all  such  attempts,  if 
persevered  in,  can  produce  only  feuds  and  colttsiobs  Of  the  most 
painful  character.'" 

**  k  is  under  this  view  of  tba  svt4iMt  that  ths  uadsasigDedtes 
been  instructed  again  to  remonstrate  against  these  proceedings 
of  the  authoritiesof  New  Bmnswick,  as  avtolaiion  oftherfghts 
of  Maine  in  the  peroom  of  her  agontf  aad  to  protest  in  iha 
most  solemn  manner  against  the/i^tirs  ewerdoe  of  all  such  ads 
offurisdiction  and  90verci|iiiy  over  the 'disputed  territory,  or  the 
cliiaens  of  the  United  fltaMs  fesMlMr  wittiin  Its  limltsi  until  a 
finai  adjvsHDMit.of  tba  cautioyse^  takes  place.  ** 

"  It  cannot  be  expected,  if  Uie  aiUhoritias  of  N«v  BranswIeiE 
otiU  pereevere  in  attempting 


to  exercise  jatisdictlon  over  the 
It  and  ImpiiKMitaient  in  foreig ri 


disputed  territory,  by  tba ^„ 

Jails  of  ciiixsns  of  Ifaioe,  lor  performing  Mstr  ^liy  under  uie 
latve  of  their  otpn  State^  and  within  what  is  believed  to  be  her 
territorial  limits,  that  measures  of  retaliation  will  hot  be  resorted 
to  by  Maine,  and  great  mlsehief  ensue. 

"Indeed,  under  existing  circumsaocsa,  and  in  Iha  nature  o 
human  connections,  it  is  not  possibi**,  should  euch  a  eouree  of 
viohnee  be  continued,  to  avoid  collisions  of  the  most  painful 
character,  for  which  tba  GovemnraatoftheOhited  Biates  can> 
not  be  roAponsibls,  but  which  both  Govemmanu  would  oqually 
deplore." 

Now,  sir,  who  does  not  perceive  that,  if  any 
agreement  for  exclasive  jurisdiction  in  Qreat  Brif 
tain  subsisted,  the  lime  m  produce  evidence  of  that 
agreement,  and  to  have  asserted  her  right  under  it, 
<  wa.s  in  reply  to  this  decided,  strong,  significant  jan - 
guag'e  of  Mr.  Stevenson?    It  was  not  done.    No. 
exception  wss  taken  to  it.      If  any  informal  ar- 
rangement or  understanding  has  grown  up  by  si- 
I  lent  acquiescence  on  our  part  to  strong  asstertiouA 
I  made  by  British  Ministers  from  time  to  time,  it  is, 
'in  my  judgment,  a  suilicient  answer  Uiai  their  as$ 
\  sent  to  these  distinct  admonitions  of  the  American 
Ambassador  utterly  repudiates  the  whole  arrange- 
ment, whatever  it  was*    By  these  declarations  of 
Mr.  Stevenson  to  Great  Britain,  we  are  solemnly 
pledged  and  committed  as  a  nation,  jn  the  /ace  of 
all  miinkind,  to  repel  this  claim  of  exclusive  juris- 
diction, if  attempted  to  be  executed,  even  at  the 
hazard  of  the  highest  human  responsibilities.    Sir, 
;  I  could  go  back  still  further,  and  show  that  similar 
and  equally  strong  admonitions  had  been  given  to 
Great  Britain  on  several  occasions*.   They  -bava 
.been  often  \varned,  if  they  attempted  tomaia'* 
tain    entire   sovereignly,  over,  the,  whole   terri- 
Itory,  it  would  be  resisted.    They,  are  n<m.  fthoji^» 
I  by  military  force,  to  attempt  It;  ..aadi-Wv.  cimI'. 
{thi^  nation  hoxicMrably  xttxjie^  4o  mfu^Mtin  <  the  pcei^ 


.  tion  it  has  ao  often  taken?  A  woid  or  two  moK,ni, 
as  to  th(^preci6e  character  of  this  informal  arraoge- 
ment,  with  a  view  to  show  how,  step  b;  step,  it  \0 ' 
been  the  occasion  of  renewed  aggressioas,  undei 

'the  influence  of  its  ever-changing  form.  At  fim  it 
was  nothing  more  than  that  neither  party  bhoold 
exercise  acts  of  sovereignly,  or  maintain  exclusive 
jurisdiction  in  the  disputed  terriiory,  of  coarse  ex* 
tendinis  to  ^^V  P^i*^  ^^  <very  part  of  ii-,  bat  that  eadi 
should  practise  forbearance  or  moderaliou,  not 
seeking  to  obtain  possession;  nor  to  strengl^ea  lis 
claim  by  occupation,  lliis  Maine  thoaghl  bird 
enough  upon  her;  bat  as  it  seemed  to  beeqtiaiia 
its  operation,  she  finally  acquiesced.  Nekt,  Qfeat ' 
Britain  claimed  the  arrangement  to  be,  thaineiAef 

.  party  should  seek  to  extend  Ua  jtim£dtMi,  nor  ex- 
ercise it  where  it  had  not  been  enjoyed  before;  tbit 
each  should  remain  ia  the  exercise  of  aoitioti^' 
where  it,  had  previously  been   exercised.   Wr 

'  Maine  regarded  still  more  objectionable,  as  it  le^ 
quired  of  her  to  admit  the  jurisdiction  of  Great  B^ 
tain  in  some  portions  of  the  territory,  to  irtickshe 
was  convinced  her  own  title  unquestionably  extesd- 
ed;  but  she  was  compelled  to  yield  to  this  also.aa- 
der  the  arrangements  of  the  General  QovenuKS!; 

.  it  being  clearly  implied  that,  in  some  other  pol«' 
tions,  Maine  had  hitherto  exercised  jonsdictnn, 
a od  should  be  continued  unmolested  in  the  enjoy* 
ment  of'  it.  This  wa9,  indeed,  distinctly'isaeMed. 
As  long  ago  as  1829,  Mr.  Van  Buren,  then 'Secret 
tary  ofStUte,  in'  a  note  to  the  British  Hfaister, 
said: 

**|fore'thsn  twenrr  yeses  «^,  large  trscts  of  Issd,  lylif  - 
westwsi4  of  Man  Hilf,  and  northward  on  the  riTir  RaMo^  • 
wbrs  gcaoted  by  the  Biaie  of  MaawclLusetla,  whidi  txacti  aie 
held  and  poaeessed  under  those  srants  to  this  day;  lad  ibi 
Uoiied  Scaiefl  and  th«  Biatss  of  Masiaohasstis  and  BltiM^<ii' 
successloo,  hay9  never  ooaMd  to  ezerrise  tlwt  jar~*' — 


which  the  unsettled  condition  of  the  country  in  thatiegicn,ud 
o'.lior  circumstances,  admlued  And  required." 

But  the  next  advauce  of  the  British  Q<>venilieit 
was  a  more  sweeping  one  than  all  which  preceded 
it,  being  no  less  than  a  claim  to  eaftire  and  Md*- 
sive  jurisdiction  over  the  wkok  territory— eveiypUt 
and  parctil  of  it,  the  Massachusetts  grants  and  alU 
upon  the«6xtraoiditt«fyaTigttment  that,  havingteea 
in  poeseasion  of  the  whole  prior  to  the  acknovMls- 
ment  of  our  indepeiMlenoe,  and  never  hfli% 
marked*  off  what  she  granted  by  the  treaty  of  1783^ 
she  fetato^  the  posessSon  and  sovereigaif,  as- 
laallyorconstrudlively,  to  this  day.  If  weyititf 
to  this  assumption  6pon  this  argoment,  and  alM ac- 
knowledge ourselves  bound  by  the  agreement  Ihil 
neither  party  sfcoU  seek  f o  txUnd  Us  jurteliefieiH  vftiM 
part  of  ib6  territory,  I  desire  to  know,  wiHbt>feA'' 
to  Mainef  •  What-  has  become  of  those  aseiM  ■ 
grants  n^ere,  as  the  President  said  in  IBXB,  sU' 
had  never' ceased  to  exert  her  nutborityl  DoevM 
every  body  perceive  that,  if  th»  new  stretch  oft*' 
thority  on  the  part  of  Sir  John  Harvey  be  ac^ 
esoed  in,  not  a  foot<  of  the  territory  wiR  remain  Sa 
our  possa»io;i?  The  whole  is  aarresdovd.  I  fiay> 
sir,  a  nomatreUk  ^  wuUmiki*  Praetaeallyit  isA- 
I  do  noi  mean  that  the  tUm  is  a-  Bew  ona,  aor  tlis 
aigomeat  on  which  it  rests.  Bat  the  auemptbf 
/orof  aad  military  poorer  to  arrest  the  civH  a^bod- 
ties  of  Maine  where  thty  have*  hitheno  pfeffiMy 
if  a  new  one.  HUherto  they  have  been  eonint  mf 
eUim  jorisdiction,  and  Jo  remonstrate  •  agaift^l  41 
exercise  on  the  part  of  Maine,  bat  we  have  hn^ii 
neither  their  claims  nor  their  remoDstcaacci.  I 
speak  now  of  that  portion  of  the  disputed  tecdtoif. 
which  is  the  -  theatre  of  pr&eat  operatioac,  aai 
which  is  about  to  become  the  seat  of  warrHh* 
Aroostook  region. 

The  grants  made  by  Massachusetts,  tUeaei  tt. 
by  Mr,  Van  Buran  in  lUc  ex'ract  just  read,«M» 
pitnate4  in  ibis  vety  rejiion,  end  it  was  uponoaa^f. 
^he  identical  **tracts**  tliere  sp<ikea  of  ihat^iui 
pgent  of  Maine  has  recently  been  arrested*  •  I  Vflk* 
Ibis  to  be  dearly  understood,  because  it  sfaatlt^fc 
'Maine  is  aaaking  ro  new  pn  lenaions— adfaaiW' 
i  no  new  claimsr-'distarbing  Uv*  ftrevioos^jtiirtifr' 
l^rrangemenL    The  possession  aad  jorialiCtis^W' 
ihe  Aroostoek  <*,our>try  has  alwajrs  been  i^Msj 
however  it' -may  have  been  protested  agMHt-IBit' 
;plaimedby  Great  I^ritain.  This  possession  haafaM . 

ItBore  than  «&ce  acquiesced  in  by  Great  HDlUk4ii 
J1833,  the, authorities  of  Maiacand     ~   .    1 
bpenada(fQad,to4he  Arooatoolw  rivcfv  ^Wfiiv 
teen  miles,  or  more,  within  the  territoiy/ssu) 


Uw.  i«sd. 
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ber,  wr?ryed  the  land  for  setUement,  and^kl  othtr 
aets  of  a  similar  character.    Sir  ArcbibaU  Camp- 
Ml,  then  LieotenaaDt  Gorexnor  of  New  BrnDswiek, 
niered  his  protest  against  thede  proceedings,  and 
ealled  upon  the  (General  liovernment  lo  eaci^e  them 
l»be  stopped.    Being  assured  lh%t  it  iiras  not  the 
iiieation  of  the  States  to  extend  the  road  ^Otthe  St. 
John^,  oor  to  interfere  with  the  Madawauska- settle - 
aent,  and,  as  Mn  McLane  renurked  to  t\im,  *Uhat 
no  part  of  the  road  now  eonstnictifig  b?  iImS  State 
is  l>elieved  to  be  within  the  territory  of  whieh  the 
British  GoTemment  has  aer  bun  in  the  eulnai  poi- 
ttsiieii  amee  the  freely  of  1783,'*  the  Lientea^nt  Go- 
^rner  contented  himself  with  simple  remonaUance. 
Why  did  he  not  then  assert  his  jorisdiction  .oyer  the 
Arooeiook?  Why  not  arrest  the  agents  of  the  States? 
•Why  not  stop  their  surveys  and  settlements]! Plain* 
ly  because  the  actual  possession  of  ihe  cototry  had 
never  been  in  Great   Britain   since   the  .  treaty. 
Being  in  us,  Sir  A.  Campbell  did  not  de^n  eipe- 
dient  or  proper  to  invade  it  by  force.    The  honora- 
liie  member  frofa  Pennsylvania  does  noCJieepin 
view  the  precise  localities  of  the  territory.    He 
conibimds  the  possesion  and  jorisdiction  whieh 
•Great  Britain  actually  has,  north  of  the  St.  Johns, 
in  the  Madawaska  country,  with  that  which  she 
elanns  south  of  it,  ia  the  Aroostook  region.  Maine 
Jus  CO  oa  plained  very 'much,  and  I  havebexetofore 
complained  in  her  behalf,  that  the  British  posses- 
sion of  the  former  section  should  have  been  per- 
mitted to  continue.    Bat,  nnfortunately,  thece  com- 
plaints have  been  unheeded.    When  the  honorable 
'genlleman,  therefore,  tells  us  .that  we  have  hitherto 
Acquiesced  in  ihe  jurisdiction  of  Great  Britain;  that 
die  has  arrested  oor  dtiaens,  which  we  have  not 
ntenied;  that  she  has  broken  up  the  'epivation  of 
oor  laws  in  incorporating  towns,  &c.'  1 1 reply  that 
•all  this  occored  in  the  Madawaska  Mttloments,  and 
furnishes  not  the  smallest  pretence  for  the  invasion 
M  the  Aioosiook.    Our  possession  here  has  ever 
•been  as  distinctly  admitted-  prueiiesUy  by <  them,  as 
their  possession  north  of  the  S(.  Johns. has  been  by 
■US.    As  a  further  proof  of  this  let  mc|«aU  the  u-' 
tendon  of  the  House  to  what  oocunred.less  than 
4wo  yeats  ago,  showing,  explicitly,  that  no  act  of 
«overeigBty~.not  the  smallest — on  the  part  of  Great 
-JBf  itain,  would  be  tolerated  by  our  Governmeat 
:iipoo  this. territory. 

f  n   1835,  a  company  was  incorporated  by  the 

Proviocial  Legislatures  of  New  Brunswick  and 

Xjower  Canada,  ibr  the  purpose  of  oonstructing  a 

.railroad  from  St.  Andrews  to  Ctnebea,  and  a  route 

:vas  sorveyetl,  And  plans  made,  running  directly 

acro^  the  Aroostook  country,  and  the  territory 

south  and  west  of  it,  which  i$  now  the,  scene  of  mi- 

Jttary  operations.    These  facts  having  been  made 

.Icnown  to  our  Goveromeni,  Mr.  Koirsytb,  on  the 

'.93d  of  March,  1837,  calkd  the  attention  of  Mr. 

S\>x  lo  the  subject,  as  one  **whiah>/^rom  its  high 

,  iBifMrtaace,  demands  the  prompt  eonsidenition  of 

h in  Majesty's  Government.''    After  jeciting  the  dr- 

.enmstances,    Mr.    Forsyih,   strongly    protesting 

:  against  the  proceeding,  uses  phrnsea  of  this  sort: 

I  *Tfee  object  of  the  feasociatioa  from  it«  Inception  was  objec-  t 

tiaviable.'*    "Still  monunjuatifiable  was  the  act  ofaovereigrUy 

'iriVitif  tn  thie  company  corporate  powers  over  property  known 

.  tD  tM  elairoed  by  ctdxena  oi  a  rricnidiy  and  Atfighboring  State.'' 

••Tlia  uoderatgned  is  directsd  by  the  President  to  Infarm  Mr.  Fox 

t1)«(t  the  prosecution  or  the  enterprise  above  referred  to  will  be 

•  m^Aided  by  thte  Oovernmeotav*  deltbenue  kifiincement  of  die 

jris^M  of  '^  Vniied  Suuea  to  the  terrborr  la  quettioo,  and  aa  «n 

^gf^emarrantablt  a9«umpHon  of  juri$4iipii^  therein  by  the 

'BrJtiah  Government." 

'i^nd  he  called  for  the  prompt  adoption  of  sach  mea- 
«ares  to  shonld  put  an  end  to  Hit  propecntion  of  the 
-  measure. 

On  the  24ih  of  August  following,  Mr.Fox,  having 
rece|vr(1  the  instructions  of  his  Government,  repli- 
-tfkt  toMr/Forsyth's  letter  thus: 

«1  am  now  enabled  to  ioform  you  that,  in  eeneidertUion  ^f 
tAm  «ar^am>eM<#  <nK<Q6«er9a<>D4Mqon^ined,in  your  note,  her 
ljMjaiTir*f  UoTerDtnent  bae  been  p1ea«eii  to  direct  ,ihe  cujpnjal 
"^U'claoritiM  of  Lower  Canada  and  New  BrunsWiok,  respectively, ! 
;  ^f^  tf^ote  alt  apermtloM  eomiecflBd  withith^above  meniraned  pro- ; 
jtfXtt  ^irifhin  the  Umitaof  ^ba  dispat^territwry  lo  be  immediately 
'S^ctfvfitirxued." 

C'titi  any  thing  be  plainer  than  this?  The  '*  ar< 
gU'JOttents  and  observations''  whieh  induced  the  Bri- 
n^iH  Oovernment  irnmedvOely  to  discontinue  the  pro- 
^<:9^cd.  movements  were  nothing  more  than  a  direct 
^^jd'  omphalic  denial  of  her  nght  to  exercise  "an 
Jfiif  'g^  Mvereipn^y,"  or  undertake  *'an  unwarrantable 
g^^^Mvtpiion  pf  jurisdiction;*'  An  aitumpiion  e/jti-. 
^^-^^  "^-     is'  the  phrase,  plaftrfy  imjilying  that  no  j 


jurisdiotidn  on  her  part  had  existed.  It  will  be  seen 
that  the  oel  ^  m9$ni§piay  then  complained  of  was 
one  of-  the«  lowest  forms  in  whieh  it  could  be  mani- 
fest-*-the  iacofporation  of  a  company  by  legialative 
aothority;  no  act  done  open  the  territory.  Yet  this 
was  justly  regarded  as  ^  mniud^fiaUe*^  and  nqt  to  be 
permitted,  and  Qreat  Britaua  (promptly  yielded  to 
the  force  of  the  argument,  and  asserted  no  right  of 
jurisdiction.  '  Bat  now  we  are  threatened  with  the 
very  highest  and  jsoet  riirorous  exercise  of  sove- 
reignty known  to  the  public  law — military  power, 
stem,  unmitigated  authority,  the  sword  and  the 
bayonet.  These  are  to  come,  beating  the  ensigns 
of  sovereignty;  and  the  royal  banner  is  lo  be  un- 
furled as  incontestable  proof  of  the  supremacy  of 
British  authority  there.  Shall  we  now  submit  to  ii? 
Shall  we  tamely,  basely  yield,  and  for  what?  No^on 
the  giQuod  of  i^Twemenlifor  our  Government  has  now 
repudiated  that  entirely.  On  the  ground  of  the  ori- 
ginal jnriadiction  of  Great  Britain  still  remaining  in 
her,  because  she  has  never  Het  apart  and  marked  off 
the  territory  granted  to  us  by  the  treaty  of  1783? 
Is  this  Congress  prepared  for  one  moment  to 
tolerate  a  sentiment  like  that?  Will  thegen- 
tiemau  from '  Pennsf Ivaaia,  fcr  one  instant,  give 
coualenance  to  it?  What,  sir,  do  we  hold  our  in- 
dependence, or  any  of  our  rights,  the  smallest  of 
them,  by  p?  nt,  by  fsoncession  from  Gieat  Britain,  or 
from  any  other  human  powei?  May  the  gracious 
gin  be  retracted  whenever  it  shall  please  the  royal 
donors  to  resume  it?  No,  sir;  we  hold  our  rights  as 
a  nation,  all  of  them,  the  lowest  as  well  as  ibe  high- 
est, by  the  bJesaiiig  of' God  upon  onranns-->by 
the  valor  and  wisdom  of  our  fathers — by  conquest, 
by  power:  cooquest  which  has  been  acknowledged 
and  admitted;  power  which  has  been  maintained 
and  respected.  The  idea  that  the  treaty  of  1783, 
was  in  the  nature  of  agrenC  by  Great  Britain  to  us 
is  not  new.  It  was  started  at  the  treaty  of  GUient 
or  subsequently  in  the  negotiations  at  London 
upon  some  question  connected  with  the  fisheries. 
The  distittguiahed  member  from  Massachusetts, 
[Jdr^  Adams,]  who  is  so  familiar  •  with  the  whole 
subject  and  aignment,  wilt  correct  me  if  I  am' 
wrong.  It  was  then  insisted  that,  as  the  treaty  of 
1783  was .  a  grant  of  privileges  to  us^  this  grmU 
was  abnegated  by  the  war  of  1613;  and  that  the 
treaty  ef  peace  of  Ghent  would  not  revive  the 
privileges  thus  abrogated  by  the  war,  but  that  ir« 
could  ^tain  them  only  by  a  new  grant  and  a  new 
concession,  qualified  and  limited  at  the  pleasure 
of  Great  Britain.  A  principle  so  utterly  subver- 
sive of  our  national  character  and  independence 
even,  was  most  suiscessfolly  met  and  repelled  by 
the  honorable  member  from  Massachusetts,  [Mr. 
Adams,]  and  by  the  American  Government.  It 
.  was  again  met  and  refuted  by  Mr.  Clay  in  1837-^8, 
.  then  Secretaryof  Stale,  upon  this  very  question  of 
jurisdiction  in  the  disputed  territory.  We. are  now 
.  lOi4pieei  the  aigument  plainly  and  practically,  face 
to  face.  Will  yon  yield  to  it  because  it  is  to  be 
asserted  by  the  edge  of  the  sword?  Will  you  be 
driven  from  the  position  yon  have  so  often  ta- 
ken? Will  you  admit  the  jurisdiction  and  sove- 
reigiUy  over  tUl  the  disputed  territory  to  be 
rightfuUy.in  Great  Britain?  1  hope  I  have  suc- 
ceeded, to  some  extent,  in  satisfying  the  gentleman 
from  Pennsylftauia  that,  notwithstanding  what  ap- 
pears in  thflcorreepondenee  between  the  two  Govern- 
ments»  Great  Britain  will  not  be  able  to  make  out 
so  plausible  a  pretence  of  an  agreement  as  he  has  sup- 
posed, touching  that  part  of  the  territory  now  more 
immediately  in  controversy/  If  he  still  relies  upon 
my  lemnrks,  made  under  other  circumslances^  last 
-year,,  let  me  remind  him  that  I  was  then  naet  on 
•  thi«,fl«pr,  and,  in  the  judgment  of  some,  refuted  on 
the  vwry  point  whether  the  correspondence  m  fact 
.  Warrtute^  any*  such  pretence.  The .  President  as- 
,aws0  ttSy in hiamessageof .thei36th  ult  that  he  has 
caused  to  be  prepared  an  abstvact4>f  .glldhe  corre- 
spondence upon  the  subject,  and  he  sayt:  "Instead 
of  sjustftiniiig  the  assumption  of  the  British  fnnc- 
u'onaries,  that  correspondence  diiprovcf  theexistence 
of  any  such  ag^icemeni.*^  Will  the  honqrable  mem- 
ber from  Pennsylvania  wait  until  this  abstract  is 
printed,  and  then  judge  how  far  his  present  opi- 
nions are  well-founded? 

^ut  be  wants  us  now  to  stand  up  here  in  main- 
Utioing  (ketfSimpticMM'Of  iihe  firitisb/unfition^igs 


against  the  express  declaration  of  our  own  Go- 
vernment. If  the  British  Government  have  had 
plausible  pretexts  before,  they  have  none  now. 
they  are  explicitly  admonjshed;  and  if  they  perse- 
vere in  attempting. military  occupation,  they  do  it 
with  their  eyes  open.  Are  we  to  encourage  them 
to  do  it?  Are  we  to  put  ourselves  in  the  wrong  in 
ad.vttnc«?  Are  we  to  say  to  her,  Gro  on  if  you  will, 
expel  jMaine  if  you  <can,  we  shall  not  interfere; 
theie  is  much  in  the  diplomacy  to  justify  your 
c^ur^  and,  if  we  resist  you,  the  world  will  be  apt 
to  think  we  are  wrong?  God  forbid  that  such  sen- 
timents, by  implici^tion  even,  shall  ever  be  attribu- 
ted to  this  Congress. 

As  to  the  idea  that  the  bill  under  discussion 
commits  us  to  a  course  we  are  not  already  pledged 
to  pursue,  I  confess  I  was  not  a  little  ^rprised  to 
hear  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania, 
while  expressmg  strong  disapprobation  of  the  bill, 
say  he  lieartily  approved  of  the  Message  of  the 
President.  In  my  judgment,  the  measures  pro- 
posed by  the  bill  are.  in  strict  accordance  with  the 
Message.    What  says  the  Piesident? 

"  If  the  authoriiifls  of  New  Brunswick  should  attempt  to  en- 
force the  claim  of  exclusive  jutisdictioa  set  up  bj  them,  by 
means  of  a  mitiiary  oecupation  on  their  pan  or  the  disputed 
territoxT.1  shall  feel  myself  bound  to  constder  the  oontiiifency 

sj.y.—  .w-  ^ — .1..... v__i —  occurred;  on  the  hf^ppeit- 

to  call  for  the  aid  of  the 


prorided  by  the  Constitution  as  having  occurred;  on  the  hi^ppen- 
\ng  of  which,  a  State  has  the  right  tr  "  '  -  "  ''  '"-- 
Fedsia}  Ooverament  to  repel  inyasion.' 


Does  the  bill  say  any  thing  more?  Nothing. 
It  simply  confers  upon  the  President  power,  by 
men  and  money,  to  furnish  that  protection  against 
invasion  which  the  Constitution  renders  it  impera- 
tive on  him  to  furnish.  He  Is  to  judge  of  the 
emergency.  He  has  judged;  and  the  bill  simply 
provSes  that  when  that  emergency  arrives,  he  shall 
have  the  means  of  performing  his  high  constitu- 
tional duties.  The  President  is  pledged  in  the  face 
of  the  country  and  of  all  niankind.  The  nation  is 
already  committed.  If  the  bill  be  a  war  bill,  war 
is  already  commenced.  If  it  be  offensive  and  hos- 
tile, it  is  too  late  to  recede.  Our  ground  is  taken, 
plamly,  distinctly,  and  openly.  I  submit  io  the 
honorable  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  whether 
he  wishes  to  hold  forth  to  the.  British  Govern- 
ment a  divided  sentiment  in  our  Government 
on  the  great  propositions  involved  in  this  contro- 
versy? While  one  department  has  boldly  and 
manfully  taken  its  position,  in  resistance  of  the  ex- 
traordinary and  fatal  principles  which  lie  at  the 
bottom  of  their  assumptions,  another  branch,  and 
that  the  popular  branch,  is  willing  to  concede  away 
the  very  foundation  on  which,  our  independence 
stands— to  concede  that  our  rights,  our  national 
rights  rest  upon  grmU — ^upon  conceeHen?  Has 
he  well  considered  to  what  results  such  ad-* 
missions,  however  faintly  made,  will  lead?  -We 
have  striking  proof  in  the  debates  of  this  day 
of  the  importance  of  every  word  utJertd  upon 
this  floor,  bearing  upon  our  foreign  relations. 
Did  the  honorable  gentleman  [Mr.  Bioolb]  listen, 
•did  the  House >  attend,  to  the  document-  produced 
by  my  honorable  friend  from  Maryland,  [Mr.  Kkw- 
Nxov?]  And  did  they  appreciate  the  elfect  which 
every  word  we  utter  in  this  Hall  is  calculated  to 
have  upon  the  British  Cabinet  .and  British  coun- 
sels? In  the  appnehension  that  sullieient  attention 
was  not  besloved  upon  it,  allow  me,  sir,  at  the  ha- 
zard of  repetition,  to  advert  to  it  again.  You  will 
well  recollect,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  in  1835  a  reso- 
lution was  moved  by  yojurself,  [Mr.  LiitcoLNS  of 
Massachusetts,]  calling*  upon  the  President  to  com- 
mum'eaie,  if  not  incompatible  with  the  public  in- 
terest, information  respecting  the  negotiation  con- 
cerning the  Northeastern  boundary.  On  that  reso- 
lution a  debate  eprung  up,  in  which  you,  sir,  large- 
ly. participated;  and  in  which  1  took  a<mtich  him- 
bfer  share.  The  document  read  by  my  honorable 
friend  [Mr.  Kennedy}  informs  us  that  these  pr<r- 
eeedings,  little  important  as  they  were,  were  com- 
munioated  with  gi«at  minuteness  to  the  British  (2o- 
vemroent.  A  newspaper,  containing  the  debate, 
was  forwarded  to  the  Duke  of  Wellington,  and 
his  attention  was  particularly  called  to  the  fact 
that,  of  the  eight  members  of  the  House  from  Maine, 
three  cvily  voted  in  favor  of  the  resolution,  and  five 
against  it.  Thank  God,  sir,  I  was  not  one  of  the 
five.  Sir  Charles  Vaogliaa  reminds  the  Duke  of 
this  circumstance)  and  of  the  *^apathy»  which  then 
appeared  to^  prevail  in  Maine  on  the  subject,  and 


n 


ifi 


AFF&NDn:  TO  TBfi  CONGIlBS8fO:»fAL  OLOBfi. 


Mtt.  isst: 


SStr  Cono>>«*3d  Suss. 


The  Maine  Controverijf — Mr.  Salton$talL 


H-ofRept. 


oi  ihe  willin^ess  thus  manifested  by  the  State  to 
submit  the  whole  matter  to  the  Gkneral  Qovera- 
ment. 

TbU  wa3  at  the  period  when  proposi lions  of  ihe 
most  dariyerou3  and  exceptionable  character,  so  far 
as  our  rights  were  concerned,  were  passing  between 
the  two  Governments;  propositions  for  an  adjust- 
ment, founded  upon  a  departure  from  the  true 
north  line  of  the  treaty,  wholly  unknown  to  Maine 
at  that  time,  and  to  the  country.  Sir  Charles  R. 
Vaughan,  taking  fresh  courage  from  the  apparent 
acquiescence  of  Maine,  In  the  then  state  of  the  ne- 
gotiation, and  the  readiness  which  tive  out  of  eight 
of  its  members  here  manifested  to  submit  all  to  the 
General  Government,  pretty  distinctly  sogeests  to 
the  Doke  the  propriety  of  extending  his  jurisdiction 
over  the  whole  territory.  He  called  his  attention 
to  the  small  majority  by  which  the  resolution  was 
voted  in  the  House — to  the  fact  that  the  President 
had  declined  to  communicate  the  information 
sought  for,  and,  throughout  the  whole  letter,  evi« 
dently  endeavored  to  impress  upon  the  mind  of  the 
Duke  of  Wellington  that  the  question  was  one  to 
which  very  Utile  importance  was  now  attached  in 
this  country.  With  this  evidence  fresh  before  us 
of  the  eagerness  with  which  our  proceedings,  our 
speeches,  our  votes  even,  are  watched  by  British 
eyes  and  British  ears,  I  ask  the  honorable  member 
from  Pennsylvania  to  consider  with  how  much  more 
courage  and  zeal  that  nation  will  be  likely  to  push 
her  pretentions,  when  she  finds  a  course  of  aiigu- 
ment  pursued  here  calculated  to  strengthen  them  on 
the  principle  she  has  asserted? 

[Mr.  Bjddle  here  interpos^ed.  He  could  hardly 
believe  it  passible  he  had  been  so  much  misunder* 
stood*.  So  far  from  admitting  the  British  claim  of 
right,  he  had  expressly  denied  it.  He  bad  main- 
tained the  right  to  be  in  Maine;  but  the  ground  he 
had  taken  was  this*,  that  our  Government  by  its  acts 
had  countenanced  the  belief  on  the  part  of  the  Bri- 
^  tish  authorities  that  we  were  disposed  (o  admit  their 
claim,  and  that,  such  having  been  the  case,  we 
ought  not  too  hastily  or  too  harshly  to  resent  their 
so  understanding  os.] 

Mr.  Evans  resumed.  He  was  very  far  from 
wishing  to  misunderMand  the  gentleman.  I  am 
considering  (said  Mr.  E.)  the  eflcct  of  his  argu- 
ment, and  of  the  course  he  desires  to  pursue,  upon 
.  th^  counsels  of  Great  Britain.  The  gentleman  de- 
sires that  this  bill  shall  not  pasj.  F2e  !hitik<  it 
equivalent  to  a  declaration  of  uar.  He  is,  theic- 
fore,  of  opinion  that  the  autboriiy  of  the  General 
Government  should  not  be  interposed  to  prevent 
Great  Britain  from  taking  military  occupation  of 
'  the  disputed  tCiTritory;  in  other  words,  iliai  she  i^hall 
])e  allowed  to  take  such  possession,  if  si  e  pleases; 
and  Ppon  the  ground  that  our  Government  has 
given  aniSeient  pretext  to  Great  Britain  to  adhere 
to  her  preteii&ions,  by  acquiescence  in  them  on  our 
part.  Now  what  I  defire  to  submit  to  the  honora- 
ble membf  r'a  consideration  Is  ibi&:  whether  such  a 
course  of  proceeding  would  not  be  an  entire  sub- 
mission to  herclaim->to  her  claim  t>y  agreement — 
agreement  founded  on  her  original  juri^iction 
never  surrendered;  whether  the  use  of  such  an  ar- 
gument is  not  calculated  to  stimulate  her  to  perse- 
vere. I  do  not  assert  that  the  honorable  member 
has  advocated  here  the  justice  of  the  British  pre- 
tensions. I  am  well  aware  that  he  strongly  avows 
the  ultimate  right  to  be  in  Maine.  But  that  only 
renders  ii  still  the  more  dangerous  to  surrender 
even  temporary  possession  and  jurisdiction  to 
Great  Britain.  If  the  right  to  the  territory  be  so 
incontestably  ours,  how  unspeakably  hazardous  is 
it  to  concede  for  one  moment  that  fthe  has  a  right 
,  to  maintain  sovereignty  over  it,  until  she  chooses 
to  set  it  apart  as  a  grant  to  us? '  I  desire  to  carry 
-out  the  consequences  of  even  the  feeblest  admis- 
sions, coming  from  a  source  so  discerning  and  sa- 
gacious as  is  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Penn- 
sylvania; and  I  again  put  it  to  the  House  to  con- 
sider what  course  Great  Britain  will  be  likely  to 
pursue,  if,  in  this  Congress,  her  extraordinary  pre- 
tensions. fit>d  the  smallest  (kvorl  I  again  repeat,  if 
die  House  reject  this  bill,  it  wiir  be  a  virtual  sur- 
fender  to  those  pretensions.  The  Executive  is 
committed— -deeply  committed;  and  if  we  do  not 
lyQMain  him,  we  abandon  the  high,  impregnable 
(ground  a&  which  our  ri^ts  stanud.    Bat  8uppo6«, 


in  point  of  fact,  there  has  been  any  such  agree- 
ment respecting  jurisdiction  as  the  British  Minister 
asserts.  How  long  is  it  to  c«>ntinue?  Is  ii  to  be 
forever  binding?  Can  neither  party  abrogate  ii? 
May  we  not,  whenever  we  please,  inform  the  British 
Government  that  we  rescind  it — that  we  claim  juris* 
diction  oor&elves,and  shall  exert  it?  And  if,  after  such 
notice,  Great  Britain  attempt  to  reinsute  herself  by 
arms,  may  we  not  resist  her,  without  being  charged 
with  a  violation  of  her  rights  in  so  doing?  How 
are  our  rights  ever  to  be  maintained  and  respected, 
but  by  a  plain  annunciation  of  them  to  the  world, 
and  a  significant  warning  that  they  are  not  to  be 
invaded  with  impunit>?  Is  this  bill  any  thing 
'more?  We  have  repeatedly  asserted  ^our  undoubt- 
ed right  to  the  territory;  we  have  warnel  Great 
Britain  that  she  has  no  pretence  of  sovereigntv  or 
jurisdiction,  either  by  agreement,  or  by  virtue  of  her 
ante-Revolutionary  possession  and  ownership,  or 
in  any  other  way,  and  we  have  more  than  once  or 
twice  or  thrice  assured  her  that  any  attempt  to  en- 
force it  would  be  resisted.  She  is  now  about  to 
enforce  it.  She  leaves  us  no  alternative.  With 
what  face,  then,  can  it  be  said  that  this  is  a  hostile 
movement?  It  is  no  otherwise  hostile  than  the 
other  party  chooses  to  make  it  so.  It  is  purely  de- 
fensive. It  is,  to  resist  an  incursion,  and  the  set- 
ting up  of  authority  which  the  British  Government 
has  been  for  yean  admonished  would  be  resisted 
wheneveraiteropted.  It  looks  to  military  preparation, 
indeed,  but  it  looks  hIso  to  peace.  It  provides  for 
raisin^  troops  and  for  the  means  of  war,  but  it  also 
proposes  an  embassy  of  conciliation  and  p^ace.  If 
it  grasps  the  sword  with  one  hand,  it  extends  the 
olive  branch  in  the  other.  I  heartily  approve  this 
latter  provision  of  the  bill.  I  rejoice  that  we  thus 
mafiifesi  our  strong  solicitude  to  preserve  the  rela- 
tions of  peace  and  amity,  and  our  willingness  to 
resort  even  lo  .«o  unusual  a  mode  of  diplomatic 
intercourse,  with  a  view  to  that  object.  1  have 
much  hope  from  it  If  some  person  shall  be  se- 
lected for  this  important  mission,  known  to  this 
country  and  known  to  Europe,  commanding  the 
confidence  of  all  parties  and  sections  here  in  his 
ability  and  integrity,  one  able  to  present  our  claims 
to  the  consideration  of  the  British  Cabinet  in  that 
strong  and  unanswerable  manner  which  their  in- 
herent justice  admits  of,  I  cannot  doubt  the  result. 
Most  happy  shall  I  be  if  such  an  one  is  selected 
for  thi-^  station,  and  if  his  fffons  for  peace — peace 
without  the  sacrifice  of  (>ur  rights  or  our  honor — 
an^  crowned  with  success. 

If  I  have  omitted  .to  notice  any  fact  or  ar?nroent 
employed  by  the  honorable  member  from  Pennsyl- 
vania, I  nm  not  aware  of  it.  Possibly  it  may  be 
so,  and,  if  so,  I  shlill  regret  it.  I  desite  to  vindi- 
cate this  bill  and  the  Stale  of  Maine  in  every  par- 
ticular where  I  think  defence  necessary  or  practi- 
cable. 

I  now  put  to  the  honorable  gentleman  this  ques- 
tion: What  will  you  do  in  the  present  exigency? 
Will  you  make  no  demonstration  in  behalf  of  our 
rights?  What  can  you  then  expect  but  that  the 
most  arrogant  demands  of  Great  Britain  will  be 
renewed  and  insisted  on?  Will  -you  do  nothin«? 
Will  >ou  leave  Maine  to  herself?  Such  is  the 
course  already  predicted  by  one  of  the  Britibh 
presses  in  this  country.  The  United  States,  they 
say,  will  abandon  Maine  to  the  consequence  of  her 
own  folly.  We  are  now  to  see  how  that  is.  I' 
have  already  told  you  that  Maine  is  in  arms,  de- 
termined to  maintain  her  rights.  She  is  i^  solemn- 
ly pledged  on  this  subject.  She  cannot  retreat. 
She  will  most  certainly  maintain  herself  in  the  po- 
sition she  has  taken.  Will  yon  stand  by  and  see 
her  cut  down?  Will  any  man  say  that  is  a  result 
which  this  nation  can  witness  without  disgrace  acd 
dishonor?  You  may  look  coldly  on  if  you  will, 
but  come  or  not  come  to  her  defence,  she  will 
i^tand.    1 8«y  to  her — 

*'8cand— the  ground  'a  your  own,  197  bravei, 
Will  ye  give  it  up  tike  ularea? 
Or  do  y  look  for  greener  graveal" 

The  question  for  you  is,  whether  she  shall  be  :eft 
alone  battling  for  her  rights?^-whether  you  think 
that  is  the  way  to  preserve  the  peace  of  the  coun- 
try? You  may  see  her  trod  in  the  dust  by  military 
power  which  she  cannot  resist,  if  you  will.  You 
may   see   her  put   oft  from  t^  Unioa,  and  in- 


corporated with  the  colon  ial  possessions  of  a  forei^i 
power;  but  yon  shall  not  see  her  qaailiog  before  i 
the  enemy,  nor  abandoning  the  h>gh  groaodsheoe- 
copies,  while  she  can  lift  an  arm  to  opbold  her 
flas:.  You  are  bound,  pledged,  cominitted  to  her 
defence.  You  may  recede,  this  House  may  recede 
if  it  will;  and  if  it  d«es,  this  nation  recedes  fron 
its  most  solemn  obligations.  Do  it  if  yoa  will 
Stand  by,  as  all  Europe  did,  calm,  cold  spectaton, 
while  Poland  was  crushed  to  the  earth  by  an  orer- 
whelming  military  despotism,  but  take  with  yott 
the  judgment  which  the  world  and  htstory  and  iia* 
partial  posterity  will  pronounce*  upon  yoo,  as  it 
doei>  upon  all  Europe,  thai  you  were  recreant  to 
your  doty  and  your  honor. 

Mr.  SALTONSTALL  followed  Mr.  Evjjn  mi 
the  same  day,  in  a  speech,  of  which  a  report  wai 
published  in  the  Globe  of  the  19 ih  of  April. 
After  Mr.  S.  concluded  this  speech, 
Mr.  EVANS  replied,  at  some  length,  vindicating 
the  proceedings  ot  Maine,  and  advocating  the  bffl. 
He  denied  that  Mr.  Saltonstall  had  spoken  the 
seritiments  of  Massachusetts,  and  proceeded  in  at 
argument  to  show  that  the  movements  now  made 
in  Maine  Were  undertaken  for  the  benefit  of  Mas- 
sachusetts as  well  as  Maine,  and  were  only  carry- 
ing out  a  course  of  measures  commenced  last  year 
under  the  joint  direcuen  of  the  agents  of  both 
States,  dkc. 

SiTORDAT,  March  8,  1839. 

The  same  subject  being  resumed— 

Mr.  SALTONSTALL  rose  fur  the  parpjoae  of 
explanation.  From  what  he  had  heard  in  reply, 
he  must  have  been  misuiiderstood — ^heknevthe 
course  of  his  remarks  had  been  misstated.  He 
was  desirous  that  the  views  he  had  taken  on  a 
question  fo  important  to  his  own  State  and  to  the 
country  should  be  distinctly  understood. 

The  committee  have  been  cautioned,  said  Mr.  8. 
not  to  suppose  that  1  have  correctly  representedthe 
opinions  of  Massachusetts.  I  did  not  undertake  Ut 
give  the  opinions  of  Massachusetts,  but  my  en 
viens,  on  my  own  responsibiliiy.  My  allnsion  u 
my  sitimtion  as  a  representative  of  that  State,  10 
deeply  inierested  in  this  question,  was  a  mereiatro- 
ductory  remark,  and  offered  as  a  reason  for  my 
taking  part  m  a  discussion  in  which  so  many  vese 
desirous  to  engage. 

Comments,  which  I  was  surprised  to  hear,  have 
been  ma^le  on  my  remarks!  upon  the  proceedings  of 
the  Chief  Magistrate  and  Government  of  Maiae. 
On  th^t  subject  the  course  of  my  remarks  was  this 
I  glanced  at  the  history  of  this  controversy  fitm 
the  beginning,  and  upon  the  main  qoestioti— one 
rights  under  the  treaty  of  1783 — ^I  expressed  u 
opinion  as  clear  and  decided  as  has  been  or  cat 
'  be  given,  that  the  right  to  the  territory  in  dv^pnH 
was  in  the  United  Slates.  I  referred  to  the  prc^ 
ceedings  under  that  treaty — 10  the  treaty  of  Ghrnt, 
to  the  subsequent  proceedings,  and  particularly  ft 
the  resolutions  adopted  by  Congress  at  its  last  ses- 
sion, and  I  endeavored  to  call  the  attentkni  of  the 
committee  to  the  precise  state-  of  the  claim  alihi 
time  of  the  recent  movement  in  Maine.  As  to  As 
claim  of  the  Governor  of  New  Brunswick  to  ex- 
cluiiive  po$;^^s:ion  and  jurisdiction,  my  gcMiaL 
view  was  s  milar  to  that  so  ably  presented  by  Ihe 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  [Mr.  Bioni^]  l 
did  not  contend  that  there  had,  in  fact,  been « 
agreement  or  understanding  between  the  Govern* 
men  18  of  the  two  nations,  as  has  been  assaiaedlf 
Sir  John  Harvey,  but  I  referred  to  vauoQS.dQCi* 
ments  to  show  that  the  clai«n  had  been  aaeurf 
for  several  years — that  an  officer,  with  the  titte  tf 
"warden  of  the  disputed  territory*'  badclaiflaedji- 
risdiciion  over  the  whole  territory  in  dispale  |iaBB- 
ant  to  an  understanding  between  the  two  aaliow— 
that  this  bad  been  communicated  to  oor  Gonnp 
ment  at  time3  when  it  either  had  not  been  deatf 
and  repeilett,  orhad  been  neglected  in  a  lAUMf 
which  had  a  tendency  to  lead  the  Govermwrtif 
Great  Britain  to  suppose  there  was  such  an  tukt' 
standiug.  Jt  was  known  to  the  OoventfKaitttf 
Massachuse(t:^aQil  Maine  that  the  Goveraaetfif 
New  Bruusu'ick  did  claim  escdosive  joriiiUV* 
I  then  referred  to  the  recent  pr«  *ceedi]^  ia  Ma^ 
She  had  sent  an  armed  body  of  men  to  caler^ 
pan  pf  this  tefriiory,  and  thejr  were  sdflk  {MN 
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sioDf  with  a  military  foic«  to  sastatn  them.  This 
measare  I  considered  to  be  indiscreet,  anfortnnate^ — 
that  it  had  a  tendency  to  prodoce  the  coa<«qaences 
which  have  followed;  it  might  embarrass  the  great 
qaesiion  apon  which  negotiation  was  going  on  be- 
tween the  two  Governments,  and  there  was  danger 
that  it  might  precipitate  ns  into  war.  I  did 
Bot  speak  disrespectruUy  of  the  character  ef  the 
GoTemor  of  Maine,  or  call  in  question  the  parity 
ofhis  motives,  or  present  him  in  contrast,  in  any 
respect  whatever,  favorable  or  unfavorable,  with 
the  Lieat.  Governbr  ol  New  Brunswick. 

The  part  I  have  taken  in  this  debate— this  coarse 
of  remarks,  it  is  said,  will  strengthen  the  claims  ot 
a  foreign  Government  against  the  rights  of  our 
own.  la  a  question  of  this  momentous  importance, 
are  we  not  to  inquire  into  the  truth — to  state  facts, 
and  to  reason  upon  them,  from  an  apprehension 
that  what  is  here  said  may  find  its  way  across  the 
water,  and  have  an  injnriotis  influence  abroad? 
Is  free  discussion  to  be  restrained  by  such  consi- 
derations? Is  it  not  our  duty  to  examine  this  great 
qoestioa  fully?  To  discuss  it  freely?  The  more 
inportant  a  question  is,  the  more  emphatically  this 
is  our  dat^?  If  we  cannot  debate  here  with  perfect 
freedom,  if  fact^  cannot  be  honestly  stated  aid 
commented  upon,  let  us  close  our  doors? 

But  the  immediate  question  is,  what  is  now  to 
be  done?  Shall  Maine  be  led  alone?  Must  she 
cooten«l  single  handed?  No:  I  said  she  must  be 
protected.  There  has,  in  fact,  been  no  such  agree- 
ment for  exclusive  possession  as  that  set  up;  it  is  a 
misapprehension.  And  I  expressed  my  belief  that 
when  the  attention  of  the  British  Government 
should  be  called  to  the  subject,  it  would  so  be  found. 
I  did  not  think,  therefore,  that  war  woald  grow  out 
of  this  controversy.  My  opposition  to  the  bill  was 
chiefly  on  account  of  the  second  section,  which 
aathorizes  the  President  to  raise  an  additional 
army.  I  was  ready  to  go  for  the  rest  of  the  bill, 
although  I  was  inclined  to  believe  that  the  provi- 
sions of  the  act  ot  1795  were  safficient. 

So  much  I  have  thought  it  my  duty  to  say  here 
now,  thai  I  might  not  be  misrepresented  here  or 
elsewhere. 


THE  MAINE  BOUNDARY  aUESTION. 

SPEECH  OfIvIR.  smith. 

Of  Maine, 

111  Uu  Hatm  of  Reprt8eHtaHve$,  Mareh  8,  ISad-oOn 

the  bill  giving  the  President  additional  power  for 

the  defence  of  the  United  Siatea,  &o. 

Mr.  CfliiaMAN:  I  participate  of  the  anxiety 
which  I  know  to  be  common  with  the  members  of 
the  committee,  and  especially  with  the  Representa- 
tives of  Maine  upon  this  fl^or,  that  this  bill  shall 
pasFz,  and  pass  at  the  earliest  moment  practicable. 

For  one,  sir,  t  feel  but  little  concern  as  to  the  par- 
ticular shape  which  the  bill  shall  assume  in  be- 
coming a  law,  if  so  it  be  that  sufficient  of  the 
ainews  of  war — of  money  and  of  arms^-shall  be 
put  foy  it  at  the  command  of  the  Executive  of  the 
eoontry,  to  maintain  the  rights  and  protecrthe 
honor  of  the  citizens  of  Maine. 

If  it  shall  be  the  pleasure  of  the  committee  and 
Hoase  to  put  at  the  command  of  the  Executive 
Milj  the  militia  of  the  country,  until  Congress 
shall  again  convene,  superadded  to  the  regular 
■rofiy  now  provided  by  law,  I  am  contented.  If  it 
ihalJ  be  the  preference  of  the  committee  and 
Floase  to  give  bim  a  larger  number  of  select  troops 
ban  now  constitute  the  regular  force  of  the  United 
ICate9,  instead  of  .the  militia  alone,  so  much  the 
»etier.  But  I  repeat,  my  great  amciety  is,  that 
tnoafh  cf  the  one  or  the  other  of  these  forces 
ball  be  granted  to  n.aintain  the  rights  of  the  State 
»f  Maine,  and' that  enough  of  the  revenues  of  the 
lovernment  shall  be  at  the  control  of  the  Execu- 
w«  Co  sostaiu  those  forces  under  all  emergencies 
lat  xnay  occur.  Beyond  this,  looking  to  the  mere 
stalls  of  the  bill,  I  feel  indiflerenias  to  what  may 
e  the  preference  of  the  House. 
Sir,  I  have  listened  to  the  deb&tesof  Ihecom- 
ittee  upon  this  great  subject  with  intense  interest, 
»d  determined  to  do  so  in  silence  on  my  part, 
sell  pt^rsuaded  that  one  view,  and  I  believe  the 
■e  -wiew,  of  the  positioQ  in  which  Maine  is  now 
'« haa  b^saia  ii  meaaareoTenlpoked,    I  wi»|i 


to  aall  the  attention  of  the  committee  to  a  few 
simple  and  well  substantiated  facts,  which  will 
illustrate  to  all,  not  only  the  rights  of  that  Stale, 
but  the  actual  position  in  which  she  now  stands 
before  the  country  and  the  world,  in  the  defence 
of  her  rights.  J  am  rejoiced  at  the  unanimity  with 
which^  several  leading  and  fundamental  points  iu 
her  case  have  been  understood  and  conceded, 
throughout  the  debates  upon  this  floor.  It  is  agreed, 
sir,  on  all  sides,  that  Jtfoine  is  tUarly  right  tn  htr 
claim  of  absolute  title  and  property  to  the  whole  terri- 
tory in  dispute.  Your  own  records — the  records  of 
this  as  well  as  of  the  other  branch  of  Congress, 
place  this  fact  high  above  disputation  on  the  part 
of  the  Federal  Gk)vernmenl.  And  your  records 
not  only  prove  the  claim  of  Maine  to  be  right  in 
the  abstract,  but  they  prove,  also,  the  unalterable 
conviction  of  this  Government  that  it  is  not  involved 
in  mystery — that  it  is  legible  upon  the  face  of  the 
country  in  dispute.  Allow  me  to  read  to  the  com- 
mittee  one  of  the  resolutions  passe'd  by  this  same 
Congress,  at  the  last  session,  within  this  Hall,  and 
passed  unanimously,  as  your  journal  shows: 

*^Re9oivedj  That  after  careful  examirfation  a  nd  delilMrate  eon- 
nderaiion  «f  ihv.  whole  controyerar  iMiweM  (ho  United  diatee 
and  Great  Britain,  relative  to  the  Northeastern  boundaiy  of  Lhe 
fonner,  the  Mouse  of  Representatives  do  not  entertain  a  doubt 
of  the  entire  practicnbility  of  running  aitd  marking  that 
paundary  in  strict  conformity  with  the  stipulatioiw  of  the  de^ 
finitive  treaty  of  peace  of  Mventcen  hundred  aad  eighty-three; 
and  entertain  a  perfect  conviction  o(the  justice  andvalidity  oj 
the  title  of  the  United  States  to  the  full  extent  of  all  the  coun- 
try in  dispute  betwetn  the  two  parties." 

It  is  further  agreed  and  conceded  on  all  sides, 
and  it  is  a  fact  alike  beyond  di  pute  upon  your 
own  joamal,  with  that  to  which  I  have  just  advert- 
ed, that  Maine  has  been  delayed  in  her  ciaim,  thus  ad- 
mitted to  be  right  and  just  and  on  all  silIcs,  for 
years  and  years,  by  the  Federal  Government.  The 
second  resolution  of  this  branch  of  Congress,  pass- 
ed upon  the  subject  at  the  late  session,  and  passed, 
too,  unanimously,  thus  establishes  this  great  cause 
of  complaint  on  the  part  of  Maine: 

^^ Resolved,  That,  coosideriog  that  more  than  half  a  century 
has  elapcMHl  since  the  conclusion  of  tliat  treaty,  (of  1783;)  consi- 
dering the  extraordinary  delay  which  has  hitherto  marked 
the'negotiations  and  proceedings  of  the  two  countries  in  their 
endeavor  amicably  to  nettle  the  controversy;  and  considering 
ttie  danger  of  mutual  irritations  and  collisions  upon  the  border  of 
Iciodred  and  friendly  nations  from  further  procrdaiination,  this 
House  cannot  forbear  to  express  an  earnest  desire  thai  the  pend- 
ing negotiation  should  be  brought  to  a  close,  and  the  final  deci- 
sion or  the  dispute  be  made  asi  early  aspraettcable." 

Sir,  1  do  not  desire  to  go  behind  these  pr«of:«,  to 
ask  where  or  upon  whom  falls,  most  largely,  the 
blame  of  thus  delaying  Maine  in  the  realization 
and  enjoyment  of  her  acknowledge^^  rights  for  years 
and  years.  I  am  content  to  have  it  brought  home 
to  the  sense  of  this  committee  and  of  the  country, 
at  this  juncture,  that  Maine  plants  herself,  at  the 
onset,  in  demanding  the  strong  arm  of  this  great 
Republic  for  her  support,  upon  two  indisputable 
facts: 

Ist.  That  her  claim  is  a  righteous  one,  and  of  no 
difficult  ascertainment. 

2d.  That  she  has  been  unjunly  delayed  for  years 
and  years  by  the  Federal  Government,  as  well  as 
by  Great  Britain,  in  the  adjastmeni  and  enjoyment 
of  it. 

1  proceed  now,  sir,  to  caU  the  attention  of  the 
committee  and  of  the  country  to  the  position  which 
Maine  has  taken  in  reference  to  her  territory,  and 
with  arms  in  hand  is  determined  to  maintain,  and 
the  authority  which  she  has  from  this  GMvernment 
for  that  position.  Her  true  relations  to  this  Go- 
vernment, as  now  put  forth  in  her  present  position, 
appear  to  have  been,  to  some  considerable  extent, 
overlooked  in  thin  debate.  And  I  wish  it  to  be  un- 
derstood distinctly,  for  one,  that  I  vote  for  the  bill 
before  you  in  reference  to  the  posiiiou  which 
Maine  occupies,  in  fact,  at  thin  mamtnt,  and  which 
she  has  the  undoubted  authority  of  this  Govern- 
ment for  occupying;  and  that  I  do  not  vote  for  it 
with  a  view  of  securing  to  the  Stale  the  support  of 
the  Federal  Government  in  reference  to  any  new 
ponlion  which  has  been  marked  out  for  her  6y 
others.  In  a  word,  sir,  if  the  bill  is  to  be  executed 
when  passed  into  a  law,  only  to  sustain  Maine  in 
her  rights  to  the  extent  of  the  recent  protocol,  or 
arrangemenr,  made  for  her  by  the  Executive  ot  the 
General  Government,  through  the  Secretary  of 
State,  with.the  British  Minister,  then,  sir,  I  do  not 
hesitate  to  Fay  that  I  am  opposed  loit,  and  would 
never  give  my  vote  for  it.  1  would  resist  it  as  a 
violation  of  the  rights  of  Maine,  clearly  expressed 


and  defiaed  upon  the  records  of  this  Gk>vernmeut} 
I  would  treat  it  as  an  abandonment  of  Maine  to 
shame  and  dishonor,  in  the  hour  of  her  peril  and 
conflict  with  a  foreign  power. 

If  the  bill  is  to  be  thus  cx)n$trued,  it  forces  Maine 
fh>m  the  righteous  stand  she  has  taken,  or  leaves 
her  to  maintain  herself  by  her  own  arms  alone.  I 
claim  to  have  that  State  protected  and  defended, 
though  this  bill,  to  the  full  extent  of  her  present  po- 
sition and  undertaking,  and  on  the  ground  that  in  no- 
thing has  she  acted  beyond  the  express  warrant  of 
the  only  understanding  which  bad  been  entered 
into  between  the  United  States  and  the  British  Go- 
vernment, on  the  subject  of  the  disputed  teriifory, 
and  to  govern  the  parties  immediately  iBterestf>d 
during  the  pending  of  d^  dispute.  Of  that  only 
understanding  I  hold  the  recent  arrangement  of  the 
President,  through  the  Secretary  of  State,  with  the 
dresent  British  Mmister,  to  be  a  palpable  violation, 
and  an  act  of  injustice  to  Maiue.  And  I  here  re- 
peat, that  if  this  bill  be  avowed  as  having  for  its 
purpose  only  the  support  of  Maine  to  the  extent  of 
this  recent  arrangement,  I  would  never  consent  tn 
vore  for  the  bill,  much  as  I  desire  to  see  Maine 
protected  by  the  broad  shield  of  the  P«?deral  Go- 
vernment. I  ask  the  committee  to  reflect  for  a 
moment  what  the  understanding  between  the  two 
Governments  of  the  United  States  aitd  Great  Bri- 
tain has  heretofore  been,  and  what  position  Maine 
has  a  right  to  take,  and  has  taken,  as  I  understand 
both  her  Governor  and  her  Legislature  in  the  do- 
cuments they  have  sent  here.  The  whole  is  com- 
posed in  the  compass  of  a  very  few  lines,  which  I 
will  here  read.- 

In  1832,  July  21,  in  consequence  of  some  border 
disturbances,  Edward  Livingston,  then  Secretary 
of  State  of  the  United  States,  wrote,  on  the  subject 
of  this  disputed  boundary,  as  follows,  in  behalf  of 
this  Government,  to  Mr.  Bankhead,  the  then  acting 
Minister  of  the  British  Government  in  this  city: 

''Until  this  matter  shall  be  brought  to  a  final  conclusion,  the 
necessity  of  refraininir,  on  both  sides,  from  any  exercise  of  ju> 
risdiction  beyond  the  boundaries  now  actually  poaaeseed,  jmist 
be  apparent,  and  will  no  doubt  be  acquiesced  in  dn  the  pirt  of 
his  Britannic  Majesty's  Provinces,  as  it  will  be  by  the  United 
States." 

After  due  deliberation  by  the  British  Govern- 
ment, Sir  Charles  Vaugban,  the  British  Envoy  to 
our  Government,  under  date  of  April  14,  1833, 
thus  acceded  to  the  proposition  of  our  own  Govern- 
ment, which  I  have  just  read: 

H^r  Majesty's  G.ivernment  entirely  concurs  with  that  of 


tlie  Unilod  Suiie-i  in  the  principle  of  coiuinuing  to  absfam.  dur- 
ing iheproeress  of  thd  utgo.  ianon,  from  extemli.ng  the-exercise 
of  jurisdiction  within  the  disputed  territory  b«yond  the  limits 


wii'iin  w^ich  it  \kXi  hithcrio  usually  boon  exercised  by  the  au- 
thorities of  either  party  " 

Sir,  her«  is  presented  the  plain  unJerstanding, 
and  the  only  understan'^iog  that  Maine  has  ever 
been  apprized  of  as  ciisting  between  the  Federal 
Government  and  Great  Britain  on  the  subject. 
And  although  Maine  was  not  consulted  in  the 
making  of  this  understanding,  no  man  can  say 
tnat  she  has  violated  it  in  one  tittle  of  its  length,  or 
breadth  or  depth.  And  although  her  rights  extend  , 
far  beyond  it,  .she  claims  not  in  her  recent  mea- 
usrrs  to  be  sustained  by  this  Government  beyond 
the  terms  of  jt.  But  she  does  claim  to  be  pro- 
tected in  acting  t?p  to  the  terms  of  it.  She  has 
acted  up  to  the  terms  of  it— her  present  posiiiou 
marches  up  only  to  the  terms  of  it;  and  while  not 
seeking  to  go  beyond,  she  will  not,  .«"he  cannot, 
without  infamy  upon  her  name,  fall  back  from  her 
position  thus  taken,  or  retract  one  step  in  support 
of  it  which  Fhe  has  thus  made.  It  is  unjust  to  ask 
her  to  do  so;  it  would  be  dishonorable  to  her,  after 
>vhat  has  transpired,  to  submit  to  any  such  request, 
from  whatever  quarter  emanating. 

And,  yet,  sir,  what  is  the  proposition  of  the  Exe- 
cutive? What  is  the  arrangement  attempted  to  be 
made  for  her,  in  the  protocol  ot  the  National  Exe- 
cutive with  the  present  British  Minister?  Read  it. 
I  ask  the  committee  to  paufe  upon  it.  I  confess  1 
can  regard  it  only  as  a  palpable  departure  from  the 
terms  heretofore  agreed  on  between  the  t*o  Grt>- 
veraments,  as  I  have  already  shown  them  to  hare 
been,  and  a  sunender  of  the  rights  of  Maine  td  th» 
new  and  unwarrantable  encroaclmrents  of  the  Bri- 
tish Government.    It  provides  as  follows: 

"Her  Msjesty's  oflleer  will  not  seek  to  expel,  by  mlHury 
force,  the  armed  pany  which  has  been  sent  by  Maine  into  tha 
district  bordering  on  the  ArtKwtook  river;  but  the  OoTernmenl 
of  Maine  will  volun»ariIy,  without  needless  deUy,  withdraw 
beyoodthaboands  of  the  xii«puted  tMrUor^  any  enoed  l^r^ 
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now  within  iliam;  and,  if  future  nocestity  tbould  arias  for  dia- 
peraing  notorious  trespanera,  or  proiucitng  public  property 
from  depredation  by  an  armed  force," 

What  shall  be  done,  sir?  Shall  Maine,  in  that 
case,  as  she  has  done  now,  wield  her  jarisdietion 
untraiDDielled^  and  according  to  her  own  sense  of 
right  or  ezpediebcy,  over  the  Aroostook  coantryl 
No,  9iTffar/t6m  if.  The  PrcsidcnX's  new  arrange- 
ment for  Maine  i5,  that  under  a  recurrence  of  de- 
predations like  ihose  which  Maine  has  undertaken 
to  stop  and  punish — 

^The  oporaiion  siiall  be  conducted  by  concert,  jointly  or  ae- 
panuely,accon)ing  to  agreements  between  ihe  Oovernmentaot 
Maine  and  New  Brunswiclc." 

Yes,  ail,  whether  the  operation  be  conducted 
jointly  or  separately,  it  must  be,  it  shall  be  only, 
conducted  as  the  result  of  concert  between  the  two 
Governments  o(  Maine  and.  New  Brunswick,  and 
according  to  terms  which  the  latter  -will  first  assent 
to !  And  this  divided  jurisdictfun  is  all  that  in  future  is 
left  to  Maine  over  the  Aroostook  country,  which, 
according  to  the  understanding  heretoftfre  rntered 
into,  and  now  to  be  abrogated,  was,  until  now, 
yielded  to  her  exclusive  jurisdiction. 

The  Aroostook  country,  now  the  immediate 
theatre  of  British  aggression,  is  a  portion  of  the  dis- 
puted territory  that  has  at  all  times  heretofore  been 
within  the  exclusive  jurisdiction  of  Massachusetts 
and  Maine.  In  claiming  exclusive  jurisdiction 
over  it  now,  as  Maine  does,  and  as  I  trust  she  will 
persLst  in  doing  at  all  hazards,  sh«  is  not  "extend- 
ing the  exefcis**  of  jurisdiction  within  the  disputed 
territory  beyond  the  limits  within  which  it  has 
hitherto  usually  been  exercised  by"  her  authori- 
ties; but  the  British  Province  is  doing  this  in  direct 
violation  of  the  existing  agreement  bet^veen  the 
two  Governments  of  the  United  States  and  Great 
Britain. 

Under  such  circumslance.s,  is  it  just  towards 
Maine  to  force  her  to  fall  back  from  her  position, 
founded  in  ri^ht  and  in  express  stipulation,  too, 
and  to  receive  into  her  acknowledged  possessions 
and  territory  a  concurrent  jitrUdictiott  on  the  part  of 
ihe  BrUitk  Provinea?  Sir,  let  who  will  go  for  it,  I 
go  against  it. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Maine  is  either  right  or  she  is 
wrong  in  her  position.  If  she  is  right,  she  properly 
«sk8  and  expects  to  be  sustained  by  her  sister  States 
and  the  Government.  If  she  is  wronc;,  then  say  so 
to  her,  and  leave  her  to  her  fate.  She  claims  to 
have  exclusive  jurisdiction  of  so  much  of  the  dis- 
puted territory  as  is  known  by  the  nAmeofthe 
Aroostook  country — the  same  that  is  now  ihreaienid 
with  invasion — not  only  by  treaty  stipulaiion,  but 
by  long-continaed  possession^  and  by  your  late 
agreement  of  1832  and  1833,  also,  wuh  the  British 
Government;  end  it  she  be  right  in  this,  will  you 
compel  her  to  retreat  igoomioionsly  be.ore  the 
threats  of  Sir  John  Harvey,  or  to  fall  bacif  and  re- 
ceive into  that  territory  a  concurrent  juri:idictiuiion 
the  part  of  the  British  Province?  If  it  be  clear  that 
she  asks  now  no  more  than  ^he  has  always  pos- 
sessed exclusively,  will  you  force  htT  to  submit  to 
a  partnership  possession  of  ii  with  Great  Britain? 
And  if  she  will  not  submit  to  this  humiliation,  will 
you  refuse  all  support  to  her? 

Sir,  such  afolicy  aiopted  towards  Miine  w^uld 
change  not  only  her  rights,  but  her  uniform  rela- 
tions towards  both  thi^  Government  and  the  Britibh 
Government.  And  will  you  thus  treat  her  citizi'us, 
when  they  have,  in  c  )nfident  reliance  lipon  your 
authority,  with  a  chivalrous  spirit  and  patriotism 
which  I  trust  will  evei  characterize  them,  left  iheir 
home's,  their  fa  i  iKes,  bidding  defiance  to  the  frosis 
and  the  snows  of  iheir  climate,  and  takcrl  the  field 
iu  defence  of  their  wonted  and  heretofore  acknow- 
edged  possessions?  V/ill  yuu  abandon  them,  when 
they  have  sworn  m  the  face  of  the  world,  upon  the 
altars  of  ihc  God  who  made  them,  not  to  retreat, 
uoi  to  leir.ic.i  one  incii  of  iheir  rightml  possei«ions? 
Will  this  Congress,  v.iih  their  own  recwrd.s  before 
them,  thui^  consent  virtually  to  take  sides  with,  or 
coun'eoaiice  the  prciciiMonsof  the  enemies  of  Maine, 
and  tlie  enemies  <trf.ur  common  country? 

Too  uiuch  i^f  ih^'  arsjument  already  made  upon 
this  floor,  has' aimed  at  otily  a  resistance  of  the  Bri- 
!i  h  GfWfrnmeiil  to  ex»"!u<!V8  jurisdiction  ovf  r  jhe 
Arov.^f  oK- can  try.  lUaow  ii  js  exclusive  jurisdic- 
tion ihai  Sir  Jubn  flarvey  id  putting  forth.  But, 
5ir,  this  couise  of  argument  winks  out  of  sight  the 
.  true  claim  and  po&Ltion  of  Maine^  which  forbids 


even  the  admission  of  coneurrtvU  jmitdUtion  with 
the  Britiah  Province  over  this  portion  of  the  dispu- 
ted territory.  It  is  an  exclusive  and  not  a  divided 
jurisdiction  that  Maine  claims,  and  so  the  House 
and  country  should  underetand  it. 

If  she  backs  oat  from  this  claim,  or  submits  to 
receive  the  concurrent  jurisdiction  of  Great  Britain 
within  that  portion  of  the  disputed  territory  known 
as  the  Aroostook  country,  she  yields  to  dishonor, 
'and  will  be  unworthy  of  your  support. 

Sir,  I  do  not,  I  will  not  believe  that  she  will  do 
this,  or  that  she  i^  tapaUie  of  it;  for,  by  every 
document  iharhas  emanated  from  her  Governors 
and  Legislature  for  the  last  ten  years,  and  mobt  of 
all  by  her  present  Governor  and  prf sent  JLegisla- 
tare,  she  stands  pledged  to  herself,  to  her  country, 
and  to  the  world,  to  risk  all  that  she  has,  to  hacri- 
lice,  all  that  she  is,  or  hopes  to  be  hereafter,  rather 
than  do  this  deed  of  dishonor. 

I  am  not  mistaken  in  thus  presenting  to  the 
committee  the  claim  and  position  to  which  Maine 
finds  herself  thus  strongly  pledged.  And  to  prove 
this  incontesrably,  1  will  refer  to  the,  recent  expo- 
nents of  Sir  John  Harvey  on  the  one  side,  and  of 
the  present  Executive  of  Maine  on  the  other,  of 
their  respective  positions. 

In  a  letter  of  Sir  John  Harvey  to  Gov.  Fair- 
field, dated  February  13,  1839,  the  former  says: 

"Sn:  1  ha7e  juet  heard,  with  the  utmost  surprise  and  reiret, 
thai  «riUio«it  the  amrtny  of  any  previous  intimation  whatever 
to  this  Government,  an  armed  lorce  from  the  8iate  of  Maine 
haa  entered  the  territory,  the'ciaim  to  which  is  in  dispute  be- 
twist  Great  Britain  and  the  United  Slates,  and  which  it 
has  been  agreed  betwist  the  two  General  Ootemments  shall 
remainin  the  esebuivevossessionandjttrisdictienqfEng' 
land  until  that  claim  be  determined, 

"It  has  been  my  duty,  on  more  than  one  occaeion,  to  sp- 
prize  I  he  Executi  ve  Government  of  Maine  that  m  v  inatruciions 
do  n>t  permit  me  to  suffer  anv  intei/erenee  with  that  nosees- 
sion  and  jurisdiction  until  the  fuesti^n  of  ri/fht  shall  have 
betnfinaUy  decided  in  discussion  teltcixt  the  two  General 
Governments." 

Such  is  the  position  of  the  British  Governor.  It 
goes  for  an  exclusive  jurisdiction  over  the  Aroos- 
took country,  which  **will  not  suffer  any  interfer- 
ence with  that  possession."  It  claims,  moreover, 
an  agreement  between  the  United  States  and  Great 
Britain,  by  which  the  whole  disputed  territory  is 
yielded  to  this  same  exclusive  juri>diction  of  the 
British  Province. 

This  pretension  was  met  by  Governor  Fairfield 
in  the  lollowing  mi|,nDer,  under  date  of  Febru- 
ary 19:       . 

"iSow,  s!r,  I  cannot heditaie  to  pav  that,  in  my  epinion,  )  our 
excellency  in  latMrinc  under  an  entire  miiiappreh(*nfcion  in  re- 
gard to  the  facts  No  such  ai^rcemeut,  1  am  persuaded,  liaf 
ever  be^n  mode  between  the  two  Governments.  I  have  loolted 
in  vain  for  it  among  the  nupierous  documents  which  have 
grown  out  of  <his  question,  and  have  never  beard  of  any.reeo?- 
nition  of  it,  vert>ai  or  otherwise,  on  the  pan  of  the  officers  of  the 
General  Government.  If,  however,  such  an  agieemeot  exists, 
your  excellency  can  undoubtedly  point  it  out.  At  all  events^ 
such  an  agreement  can  nev^  be  reroinised  by  this  State. 
A  decent  self  respect  will  ever  forbid  it, 'if  there  were  no  other 
considerations  tn  the  way. 

"Your  excellency  entreats  m*!  immediately  to  recall  the 
forces  now  upon  the  territory:  and  then  adds,  *li  is  proper  thai 
I  should  acquaint  your  exceUeocy  that  1  have  directed  a  strong 
force  of  her  Mi^esty's  ir(X)p.<  to  be  in  readiness  ;o  support  her 
M^esiy'tfanthority,  and.  to  protect  her  Msjesly's  subjects  in 
the  disputed  tterriuiry,  in  the  eventof  this  request  not  being  im- 
mediately  complied  with.' 

"In  reply,  I  have  to  say,  that  the  territory  borlering  upon  the 
Aroostook  river  has  always  been,  as  I  regard  the  facts,  In  the 
p<isp?asion  and  under  the  jurisdieiiun  of  Massachoaetla  and 
Maine;  that,  more  than  thirty  years  acc^  Massachusetts  survey* 
ed  and  granted  large  tiacts  of  it,  whicn  have  ever  since,  in  some 
way,  been  possessed  b^  the  granteea,  and  those  claiming  under 
them;  thattbe  restof  it  was  surveyed  by,  and  some  of  it  di- 
vided between  Massachusetts  and  MaineT  soon  aAer  the  latter 
be  aine  an  Independent  State;  that  l)oth  states  have  lung  been 
in  the  habit  of  granting  permitis  to  cut  Umber  there  without 
being  molested  from  any  quarter;  that  many  persons  have  pur 
chased  these  landsofAiaine,  and  enierel  into  their  actual  occu* 
patltn;  and  that,  in  various  other  ways,  Maine  has  exercised  a 
Jiiriidiction,  which  may  fairly  be  regarded  an  exduaivt,  over 
(his  territory.  Under  these  circumstances^  information  was 
leceived  that  a  body  of  armed  merrhad  gone  into  this  territory, 
and  were  cutffng  vast  quantiUes  of  the  timber,  defying  the 
power  ofthis  State  to  prevent  them.  On  thasa  ftcti  being 
communicated  to  the  Legiaiature,  the  two  branches  immediate- 
ly directed  the  land  agent  to  take  with  him  a  sufficient  force  to 
arrest  these  depredators,  and  to  breair  up  their  enterprise.  The 
party  of  the  laad  agent  is  now  in  the  territory,  engaged  in  exe- 
cuting tiie  uust  with  which  it  was  charged,  and,  with  my  con- 
sent, will  never  leave  it  while  the  protection  of  the  property  of 
the  Sute  from  plunderers  renders  it  necessary  for  them  to  ro* 
main.  If  your  ezcelleocy  chooses  to  send  an  armed  force  to 
attempt  their  expulsion,  1  can  only  say  that  ihi^  State  wilt  en- 
deavor to  meet  such  an  attcnipl  as  it  will  dejwrve.  1  have  no 
threats  to  make,  no  boastings  to  indulge.  If  Maine  does  her 
dutv,  as  I  trust  in  God  she  will,  nothiug  that  I  could  say  i<i  ad- 
vatu-e  woiil  1  add  to  the  giory  of  her  career.  Ifehe  urovea  re- 
creant to  her  duty,  and  tamely  submits  to  be  expelled  from  her 
terriKiry  by  a  force  that  abe  oouid  successfully  resist,  no:hing 
Uiat  I  couUi  say  would  tend  to  diminish  the  ^.neasura  bf  her  ig- 
noDiliny  and  disgrace/' 


In  a  comoDuaicaiion  of  Ihe  Qoveraor  of  Maine 
to  the  Legubture  of  that  »Staie,  referring  to  the 
seizure  of  the  land  agent  of  Maine  and  his  assist- 
ants, upon  the  Aroostook  territory,  by  provincial 
auihoriiy,  it  is  again  said: 

"No  palliating  circumstance  for  this  outrage  can  be  found  la 
even  a  nietence  that  the  place  where  it  was  committed  is 
within  the  eofteurreni  iurisdietiom  qf  the  tioo  Go/oermmtemU^ 
much  ieas  that  the  British  Oovemmaoi  have  had  exdnavs 
jurisdiction.  Lands  even  higher  up,  and  Iwyobd  this,  wen 
surveyed  and  granted  by  the  State  of  Maasachuwtts  more  thu 
thirty  years  a(|o;  and  MasMCllusects  and  Bfaioo  have  lone  toeo 
in  the  habit  ot  granung  permits  u>  cut  timber  upoo  the  Acoos 
took  lands,  without  being,  to  my  knowledge,  molested  from  my 
quarter,  to  say  nothing  of  the  sale  and  actual  occvpatioo  of  iw 
land  Itself" 

In  the  same  Go7ernor*8  letter  to  the  President  of 
the  United  States  on  this  subject,  under  date  o{ 
Fthruary  16,  1839,  it  is  said: 

'■These  gentlemen  have  been  seised  upon  territory  which  is 
regarded  by  Maine  as  having  alwa^rs  been  within  her  ezdoiiTS 
pnneasion  and  JurisdicUon,  a«  will  appear  by  a  few  of  Uw 
facts  alluded  to  in  my  message."  i  •  •  • 

"I  will  only  add,  that,  in  this  Slate,  there  is  bat  one  feeliog 
upon  this  subject,  and  that  is,  of  J>*epmdignation  at  the  ootrusi 
that  have  tieen  perpetrated,  and  a  fixed  and  unyieUini 
determination  not  to  submit  to  the  degrading  tenrne  propssee 
by  the  Lieutenant  Governor  of  New  Brun««oidt--that  of 
withdrawing  from  the  Aroostook  territory,  and  atModonhig  ogr 
soil  to  foreigners,  and  our  property  to  a  band  of  onned  pte> 
derers." 

Sir,  with  the  evidence  before  the  committee  of 
the  plain  understanding  between  the  United  States 
and  Qrett  Britain,  that  Maine  should  reuin  her 
exclusive  jurisdiction  over  so  much  of  the  dis- 
puted torritorv  as  had  been  wiihin  her  possessioa, 
and  (hat  Great.  Britain  should  retain  her  exclosire 
jurisdiction  over  such  portion  of  the  disputed  terri- 
tory as  her  Province  had  been  accustomed  to  exer- 
cise exclusive  jurisdiction  over,  and  that  neither  party 
should  extend  its  jorisdictioo  beyond  such  Hmits; 
with  this  evidence  before  the  committee  of  the 
exclusive  jurisdiction  which  Maine  has  for  yean, 
and  Miissachuset's  for  years  anterior,  exercised 
over  the  Aroostook — with  the  recorded  evidence, 
also,  of  this  as  wjll  as  of  the  other  braochof 
CuniKress  before  us,  that  the  title  of  Maine  to  die 
whole  fee  of  the  soil  is  absolute,  and  founded  iu  llie 
most  unqnesiionable  justice;  with  the  evidenee, 
yet  further,  of  the  determination  of  Maine  not  to 
yield  onft  jot  or  tittle  of  her  claim  to  either  the  fee 
or  the  jurisdiction  of  this  portion  of  the  disputed 
territory,  until  the  dispute  shall  ^  settled,  if  erer, 
how  is  it  to  be  expected,  or  can  it  be  called  joA, 
that  Maine  should  back  out  from  this  soil,  under 
any  prpten%  of  compromise,  or  by  any  apphcatioa 
of  forc^,  and  consent  te  receive  into  it  the  nail 
and  concurrent  jurisdiction  of  the  Bfitiah  ftih 
vmoe?  I  say,  Mr,  that  if  she  be  iroe  to  ter- 
se I  f-~  if  she  be  true  to  her  own  fame — ^if  jdit  re- 
l^ard  I  he  oath  she  has  taken  in  the  face  oftlie  vorid 
in  appealing  to  arms  against  such  a  retreat  or  sub- 
mission, 8ke\oUt  not  do  it.  No !  I  do  mo9l  soletMh 
ly  believe  that  any  afhmgtment  for  this,  gobsss^ 
mated  by  the  President  of  the  United  States^  or  any 
other  power,  will  be  a  virtual  abandonment  of  the 
Fights  and  honor  of  Maine.  If  Maine  sabmitslo 
it,  what  insy  no'  the  country  expect  her  sabmisHen 
to?  Her  sister  Republics  wilt  pronounce  her  cn|tt" 
ble  of  being  driven  into  any  terms  which  the  ¥cd^ 
ral  Exeouiive  may  demand  her  aaBeui  to.  Thii 
bill,  I  trust,  aims  at  no  such  hamiliation  for  hft 
If  the  exclusive  jurisdiction  of  Maine  to  the  Anoi- 
took  country  be  in  any  way  disturbed  or  inviM 
by  the  Provincial  Government  or  by  Qteat  BriM, 
then  will  the  contingency  contemplated  by  this  hill 
have  occurred.  Upon  any  other  ooostrpetioa  of 
Ihe  biU,  or  of  the  duty  which  the  Federal  Exeea* 
tive  will  owe  to  Maine  under  it,  I  woald  aooMr 
see  the  bill  defeated  than  passed. 

Sir,  allusions  have  been  made  on  tlus  floor  is  the 
conduct  of  the  local  authorities  of  Maine,  aadii 
a  quarter  where  it  should  have  been  said  last,  if  at 
ail,  however  just  the  sentiment  may  be  les'aiMiqr 
this  committee  or  the  coontry.  llie  lale  _ 
ings  of  the  Governor  and  L^gislatare  of 
have  been  p-  onouDced  rash,  nnfortaBate,  aad  fi^ 
cipitate;  thai  Maine  has  been  phrased 
into  difficuhy«  and  the  peace  of  the  aatioa 
jeopardy. 

•    Sir,  if  I  would  an  istsna  upon  such 
»i  this  period,  oi  if  it  w^^  the  doty  of  Maiae  loM 
down  at  the  fuottHool  of  the  Federal    '^ 
10  apologise  for  any  proceeding  of 
cipitaney  on  her  put,  ahe  might  vril  ti 
i  I  prove  heoelC  Ihe  aooawr  ctf  te  fWni 


Mwvi*Wt 


^Wm»/X  f  «0^  Vff»v«W7jl»eaM0NieL^QEiQlE. 


«ftl 


25th  Cong 3d  Ssss. 


The  Maine  Conlrover^y-^M'''  jkhnefee. 


H.  of  Reps. 


^eot^^aad,  fcom  its  recordS|  prove  upon  it  ;^^i- 
geoce  in  ^e  extreme  towards  the  rights  AA^l^Wr 
,01  ^aioe.  if  Maiae  hia  been  xash  tbi3  Qoyexn- 
JIDep^  has  been  stilL  more  culpably  Aegllgent  IC 
JaalLlbexe  be  any  where,  the  tot  faoit  attaches  not 
10  ,»the  authorities  of  Maine.  If  blame  is  to  be 
liaccd  to  its  source  and  origin^  it.  will  not  be  found 
^ting  with,  or  piooeedipg  from,  Maine.  I  make 
DO  accusation  other  than  to  say,  as  I  have  said  be- 
fere,<i|l)^LMaipe  has  been  for  years  neglecied  in. her 
V>QQ|i^y,  and  her  troubles  and  her  dangers  have 
);ieeq, /breed  upon  her  against  her  earnest  endeavors 
Xo;9i.7ert  them;  but,  being  thus  forced  upon  her,  t»he 
is  endeavoring  lo  meet  them  as  becomes  a  free  snd 
independent  Republic. 

.It  has,  been  &aid,  sir,  that  our  country  is  no^  pre- 
pared for  var — that  our  shipping  will  be  driven 
from  the  ocean — our  cities  |ind  towns  will  be  sack- 
ed and  destroyed  by  the  enemy-— that  our  harbors 
and  seacoasts  are  unfortified^thatonr frontier  is  de< 
fenceless — that  our  Westtm  lakes  are  without  a 
single  armed  ship  to  maintain  the  honor  of  the 
iisountry  for  a  single  day  there.  Ail  this  may  be  a  good 
aiguokiut  addressed  to  our  apprehensions;  but  it  is 
not  one  that  luoks  to  the  rights  or  .to, the  honor 
of  the  natioiv>  Grant  that  we  have  none  of  the 
bulwarks  advened  to;  grant  tha^  we  are  less  pre- 
pared for  war,  in  these  respects,  than  we  could 
wish  to  be;  is  it  not  true,  nevertheless,  that  we  are 
^  well  prepared  as  we  have  ever  been— ^as  well 
prepared  as  we  can  ever  hope  to  be,  until  war  shall 
hi  upon  us?  Sir,  our  preparation  for  war  is  not, 
it  never  has  been,  in  i^rmed  ships,  in  fortified  tawns, 
cr  in  a  sunding  array.  Snch  preparation,  is  not 
C  'O&istent  with  ihe  characteristic  eaonomy  of  our  in- 
siitaiions.  The  preparation  for  war  upon  which 
the  United  Stales  have  relied  heretofore  in  all 
times,  and  upon  which  they  will  rely  at  all  times 
liereafier,  more  than  upon  all  things  beside,  con- 
aist&in  the  righteouhUjess  of  their  jcause,  and  in  the 
settled  determination  of  the  people  to  sustain,  and 
defend  it  at  all  hazards. 

Sir,  this  preparation  is  now  felt  throughout  this 
country  upon  the  present  emeiKency.    And  if  our 
Jtepubjic  should  exist  a  thousand  years,  and  should 
coatittue  throughij^ut  that  period  to  add  to  her  pby* 
^licai  strength,  to  enlarge  her  prosperity,  todevelope 
her  resources,  and  to  add  to  the  number  and  chi- 
valry of  her  population  in  the  same  progression  as 
has  pharacferiz*''!   h«»r  mnrc^i   in  these  pRrticulafs 
aince  ihe  4th  of  July,  1776,  she  will  still  be,  com- 
paratively, as  destitute  of  armed  ships,  of  fortified 
towns,  and  of  a  standing  tffBJ*  as  she  is  at  this 
mofnent.    Maine,  sir,  is  .  unprepared    for    wan 
"VTith  her  three  hundred  miles  of. seaooast,, she  has 
mot  a  fortification  upon  it  whinh.  might  not  be  sue« 
cesBtully  stormed,  as  now  circumstanced,  by  an 
ordinnry  gunboat.    With  her  three  or  four  hundred 
jMiJes  of  interior  frontier,  she  has  not  so  much  as  a 
log  cabin  fortif  ed,  besides  the  one  erected  within  a 
lew  days  by  the  determined  spirit  of  her  own  citi* 
jpeBS-     And  yet,  sir,  she  has  the  preparation  of  a 
ris^tcons  cause,  and  the  deterqunation  of  a  brave 
people  engaged  in  her  support,  and  these  make  her 
strt>ikg  in  her  preparation  for  war;  and  with  this 
epftfation  she  has  taken  the  field  m  defence  of 
ST' rights  and  her  territory.    From  that  field  she 
iJI  not  be  driven. 
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SPEECH  OF  MR.  MENEFEE, 
Of  Kbmtuokt, 
h»   gMe.  Hoim  of  RtfTUenttd^foei,  MtarA  1,  183&— 
On  the  bill  giving  the  President  additional  power 
f^T  the  defence  of  the  United  States,  Ac. 
9Ar^  MENBFfiB  said  that  the  debates  on  this 
in^^iiun  had  been  characterised  by  such   ability 
[0^  f*alness  of  detail  as  to  spare  him  the  necessity 
,£-  ^otfi«:  a^  length  into  the  partionlars  of  tha  eon. 
roversy  between  the  two  nations,  or  even  into- the 
cs&iia  T^ii^ta  01^  which  the  litle  of  the  UniCedcStates 
[>  tfei«    lenitory  in  dispute  is  founded.    He  pro- 
d  bat  tO' estate  the  -oooctusipos  loiwfaieh  be  had 
iiBspfeting    this  wmtFoversy^-^omkisions 

n  from  aaianxious  und  solemn  oonaideBatioa 
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their  debates  ^u  P^rUsmeot  and  Congress,  or  other 
sonrces  within  his  reach,  and  to.express  his  opinion 
upon  the  measures  which  the  existing  emergeihcy 
demanded. 

That  the  whole  territory  in  dispute  belonged 
rightfuUy  to  the  United  States  under  the  treaty  of 
1783,  he  did  not  for  one  instant  hesitate  with  the 
utmost  cunfidence  to  pronoai^ce.  It  ij  demonstra- 
ble. It  ^as  been  already  demonstrated.  Nor,  sir, 
(said  he,)  do  I  he^^itate,  with  equal  confidence,  to 
pronounce  ihat  the  claim  to  that  territory  on  the 
part  of  Great  Britain  is  altogether  unlounded,  and 
attempted  to  be  supported  by  arguments  too  untena- 
ble and  frivolous,  in  my  opinion,  to  comport  with 
either  the  dignity  pr  candor  of  a  great  nation.  The 
right,  therefore,  being  moi»t  manifestly  with  the 
United  States,  the  party  who  coniests  it  on  the  pal- 
pably insu^cient,  grounds  assumed  by  Great  Britain 
must  be  held  answerable,  before  the  world,  for 
whatever  evils  so  unfounded  a  pretension  may  tend 
to  produce.  All  nations  are  tenacious  of  territory, 
and  territorial  disputes  are,  from  their  nature,  more 
likely  than  almost  any  other  to  engender  mutual  ir- 
ritation and  exasperation,  in  which  both  parties  are 
liable  to  err.  Bat  the  fault  and  consequent  respon- 
sibility for  it  all  lie  with  the  party  which,  by  the  as- 
sertion of  an  unjust  claim,  thus  exposes  both  to 
such  consequences.  It  is  in  ^is  view  only  that  I 
now  consider  the  question  of  Hg^  to  the  disputed 
territory,  and  not  as  furnishing  a  reason  for  the 
measures  proposed  now  to  be  taken  by  the  United 
Stales,  for  the^e  measures  fiow  from  other  reasons 
than  thoss  of  conviction  of  this  right  :ind  of  a  fixed 
resolution  to  maintain  it;  they  fiuw  from  an  emer- 
gency which  has  lately  arisen — new  and  peeuUar. 

Great  Britain,  sir,  claims  exdusive  juri$Mion 
over  the  disputed  territory  until  the  dispute  shall 
have  been  settled.  Sach  a  claim,  urged  merely  in 
negotialionj  wunld,  I  think,  be  unreasonable 
enough.  Assuming  that  the  right  is  doubtful, 
(which  it  is  not,)  it  is  manifest  that  the  eUnm, 
merely  as  suth,  of  one  nation  is  eniiUed  to  no 
higher  respect  than  of  another.  It  cannot  be  pre- 
sumed, in  advance  of  negotiation  and  adjustment, 
that  the  claim  of  either  is  superior.  Independent 
powers  must,  in  this  respect,  be  regarded  as  equals. 
To  concede  that  the  undivided  pretensions  of  either 
shall  be  invested  with  a  validity  and  force  denied 
to  the  other,  is  to  concede  away,  in  some  sense, 
nn  essential  attribuie  of  sovereignty.  Yet  Great 
Britain,  by  her  claim  to  excltisive  jurisdiction  over 
the  subject  of  dispute  until  it  shall  have  been  ad- 
justed, arrogates  to  herself,  undoubtedly,  this  inad- 
nuasihle  superiority  over  the  United  States.  Nor 
is  ihe  reasoning  by  which  this  claim  is  attempted 
to  be  maintained  less  objectionable  than  the  claim 
itself;  a  reasoning  founded*  on  the  assumption  of 
the  principle  so  humiliating  to  the  United  States, 
that  their  independence — ^nationality — ^territory — 
were  derived  from  Great  Britain  by  grafU  imparted 
by  the  treaty  of  peace  of  1783;  and  that,  there- 
fore. Great  Britain  is  to  be  presumed  to  remain  in 
possession  until  there  has  been  a  transfer  in  fact. 
Sir,  the  treaty  of  1783  granUd  nothing — neither  in- 
dependence, nationality,  nor  territory:  that  treaty 
but  tieknciwUdgid  them.  For  the  fonndation  of 
all  their  iuestimabie  rights,  the  United  States  point 
not  te  the  treaty  of  peace,  but  to'  the  glorious  war 
of  independence  which  preceded  it — to  occupation; 
tfhd  to  the  deeds  of  the  noblest  ancestry  that  ever 
bled  in  the  cause  of  freedom— to  conquest.  Sir,  I 
repeat.  Great  Britain  grmutd  nothing:  she  but  ac- 
knowledged and  recognised  what  the  United  States 
had  themselves  accomplished — without  her  and 
against  her. 

This. claim*  therefore,  to  exclusive  jurisdiction, 
until  l|ie  terminatioQ  o(  the  controversy,  if  uiiged 
by  Great  Britain,  on  the  general  reasoning  hitherto 
advanced  in  its  support,  in  the  most  unexceptiona- 
ble form  of  negotiation,  it  would  be  the  duty  of  this 
GoVcrnmenr,  under  every  obligation  of  interest  and 
honor,  to  repel.  But,  sir.  Great  Britain  of  late  re- 
poses her  claim  to  exclusive  jurisdiction  upon  ano- 
ther foundation,  which,  if  existing  as  represented 
by  her,  (exhibits  it  in  an  imposing  if  not  irresistible 
light;  which  is,  that  the  United  States,  in  the  progress 
of  the  negotiation,  bad  oonoeded,  by  aipHeit  9gTee' 
««ia,  the  right  now  contended  for.  This  alleged 
f(gi^f)Bent  is  asserted,  in  positive  tarms,  both  by 


the  Provincial  authorities  of  New  Bmnswiek  and  . 
the  British  Minister  here.  Sir,  I  (in  common, 
I  believe,  with  the  whole  country)  was  sur- 
prised, absolutely  astounded,  by  this  annuncia- 
tion, so  confidently  made,  and  from  soaices  so  re- 
spectable, of  the  existence  of  such  an  agreement. 
If  this  Government  had  se  agreed,  the  nadoir 
was  of  ooucse  bound,  in  faith  and  honor,  to  re- 
spect the  i^greement,  no  matter  how  injurious  to  our 
interests  or  humiliating  to  our  character.  Sir,  I 
cannot  express  (he  intensity  oif  the  solicitude  I  felt 
to  hear  the  response  which  jour  Government  should 
make  to  this  alleged  agreement.  Conkl  it  be  pos- 
sible that  any  administration  had  been  so  unmind- 
ful of  interest,  and  regardless  of  honor,  as  to  have 
made  such  a  conoeosion?  This  8nq[>ense  was  of 
short  duration.  I  now  rejoice,  sir,  profoundly,  and 
with  patriotic  thankfulness,  (as  doubtless  the  nation 
does  too,)  over  the  prompt  and  unequivocal  assu- 
rance -of  our  Government  that  no  ouch  ugretnunt 
doeSf  or  ev«rdtd,  eyisl.  The  British  Minister  is  re- 
speatfully  but  earnestly  invited  to  point  to  the  al- 
leged agreement.  He  has  failed  to  show  it;  he  can- 
'  not  show  it,  nor  can  his  Government.  Sir,  it  does 
not  exist,  and  we  are  left  to  hope  that  ibi  extsteace 
has  been  urged  nnder  an  .unintentional  misconcep- 
tion of  the  negotiations  .between  the  two  Govern- 
ments. Unsupported,  therefore,  by  this  pretended 
agreement,  the  claim  of  Great  Britain  to  exclusive 
jurisdiction  u  thrown  back  upon  the  untenable  and 
wholly  inadmissible  reasoning  in  which  it  originated. 

But,  sir,  if  the  grounds  which  this  Government 
has  invanably  assumed  in  resisting  the  claim  b^ 
Great  Britain  to  exclusive  jurisdiction  needed  addi- 
tional support,  it  is  famished  by  an  explicit  under- 
statKling  between  th^  two  (stovemments  thot,  neilker 
parfy  tkould  ex<fl  esciustoe  juri»dieUon  pending 
the  negotiation,  but  should  be  confined  to  the  pop* 
tions  of  the  territory  in  dispute,  then  in  the  pos- 
session and  under  the  jurisdiction  of  each,  without 
,the  right  to  enlarge  their  then  existing  possession 
or  jurisdiction  in  any  ret^pect  whatever.  This  un- 
derstanding (unlike  the  agreement  set  up  by  the 
British. functionaries)  admits  of  being  pointed  to 
and  shown.  It  has  been  shown.  The  correspon- 
dence shows  it.  Nor  can  its  existence  be  contested. 
This  understanding,  by  itself,  arms  the  United 
States  with  an  argument  against  the  claim  of  Great 
Britain  (if  the  question  is  to  be  submitted  to  the 
arbitrament  of  argument)  entirely  irresistible,  so 
long  as  the  existing  understanding  shall  remain  nn- 
rescinded. 

But,  sir,  it  appears  (hat  aigument  and  negotia- 
tion are  to  be  d^on  tinned  by  Great  Britain,  and 
the  more  cogent  instrumentality  of  arms  to  be  sub- 
stituted, in  the  enfoncement  of  this  claim  to  exclu- 
sive iurisdiction.  It  is  announced,  oflkially  and 
unconditionally,  by  the  Provincial  authorities  of 
New  Brunswick,  that  they  have  peremptory  in- 
fitrociions  from  the  British  Government  to  enforce 
this  claim  by  arms,  if  arms  be  necessary,  and  that 
those  instructions  shall,  at  all  hazards,  be  executed, 
if  the  powers  of  the  British  arms  in  all  the  pro- 
vinces are  adequate  to  their  execution.  Sir,  this 
new  manifestation  of  puxpose  wholly  alters  the  as- 
pect of  the  controversy.  It  proposes  to  deprive  the 
United  States  of  the  advantages  which  they  obvi- 
ously possess  under  an  original  view  of  the  respec- 
tive claims  of  the  two  nntiona,  nnafiected  by  any 
agreement  or  understanding.  It  proposes  to  tram- 
ple under  foot  an  explicit  understanding,  solemnly 
and  formally  recognised,  forbidding  the  pretension 
now  urged.  It  propsses,  finally  and  worst,  to  with- 
draw th^  adjnstment  of  her  claim  from  the  field  of 
reason  and  negotiation,  and  to  adjourn  it  over  to 
the  field  of  arms !  This,  sir,  is  the  new  position 
which  Great  Britain  has  chosen  to  assume.  It  is 
altogether  her  act.  She  has  a  right  to  assume  that 
or  any  other  position  sIjc  pleases  with  respect  to  , 
this  controversy ;  we  cannot  prevent  that.  The 
question  now,  sir,  is,  **How  shall  the  United  States 
meet  this  new  position?" 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  am  fully  sensible  of  the  compara- 
tive insignificance  of  the  territory  in  dispate.  I 
have,  I  trnsi,  duly,  weighed  the  deep  caUmities  of 
war  in  any  form,  and  especially  between  two  na* 
tions  as^ powerful  and  as  closely  connected  in  com 
mercial  and  other  relations  as  Great  Britain  and 
the  United  States.    I  knoir<  that  this  nation  is  nn- 


£86 


APPSNDllC  TO  Tttfi  CONORfiSStOi^AL  OiLOtK. 


Mir.  li^ 


35tii  GoNg-*«3D  Sess. 


The  Maine  Controveny-^Mr,  Fittmare. 


H^ofRepa, 


prepared  for  war.  I  believe  I  have  soberly  weigh- 
ed all  the  motives  to  peace.  Nor  have  the  dangers 
to  which  war  mast  ever  expose  institatioos  like 
ours  been  onconsidered.  All  these  things  have 
been  calmly  and  resolutely  looked  in  the  face;  and 
In  the  full  view  of  them  alt«  I  stand  in  readiness  to 
repel  the  pretensions  of  Qreat  Britaip  by  reason 
and  negotiatidn — peaceably,  if  she  is  disposed  to 
reason  and  negotiate  peaceably;  and  in  perfect  rea* 
diness  to  repel  her  pretensions  by  arms  if  she  is 
disposed  to  compel  as  to  that  resort !  Sir,  if  Qreat 
Britain  persists  in  backing  her  pretensions  by  arms 
bn:  one  alternative  is  lel\  as---di8honor  or  war; 
and,  sir,  dishonor,  the  spirit  of  this  nation  will  not 
endup*.  Choice  of  peiKse  or  war  is  with  Qreat 
Britain.  She  will  manifest  her  choice  of  war  by 
persisting  to  execute  the  instructions  avowed  by  the 
Provincial  authorities.  For,  sir,  to  the  peaceable 
execution  of  these  instructions  this  counflry  cannot 
submit,  and  never  will  submit:  it  is  the  price  of  its 
honor  to  submit.  In  such  an  event  war  is  inevita- 
ble; on  our  part  a  righteous  war,  upon  which  the 
smiles  of  the  Crod  of  battles  may  be  confidently  in- 
voked. If  Qreat  Britain  wills  war,  let  warvome ! 
This  nation,  armed  in  the  righteousness  of  such  a 
cause,  ha<  nothing  to  fear— ail  to  expect. 

In  the  present  posture  of  this  controversy,  sir, 
there  is  no  occasion,  nor  is  it  proper  to  animadvert 
upon  the  coarse  of  our  own  Qovemment  for  se- 
veral years  past,  in  the  conduct  of  these  negotia- 
tions. That  unjustifiable  delays  have  been  sub- 
mitted to,  may  probably  b^  shown.  False  steps  on 
minor  points  may  have  been  occasionally  taken  to 
our  prejudice.  This  would  but  afford  cause  of 
complaint  by  the  nation  against  its  own  Qovem 
meat;  whilst,  at  the  same  time,  the  position  of  Qreat 
Britain  is  render e  I,  by  that  cause,  still  more  inde- 
fensible. Nor  would  this  be  an  appropriate  occa- 
sion for  arraying  the  wrongs— «tiJI  unredreised— 
which  th^  country  has  a  iffered  from  Qreat  Britain 
by  encroachments  on  Qther'porti'ens  of  our  territory, 
or  the  unatoned  outrage  upon  our  territory  and  the 
lives  of  our  people  in  the  ;^affair  of  the  Caroline. 
These  are  subjects  which  stand  open  for  discussion 
on  their  own  merits,  and  in  the  mode  which  be- 
comes them.  The  present  emergency  alone  is  now 
to  be  looked  to,  and  provided  for — by  itself  and 
for  it^lf;  and  the  measures  of  legislation  taken  by 
Congress  should  regard  the  emergency  in  that  light. 
^  am  happy,  sir,  that  the  Committee  ou  Foreign 
Relations,  to  which  these  momentous  subjects  were 
committed,  have  so  regarded  it.  I  agree  with  them 
generally  in  the  reasoning  of  their  report— entirely 
agree  with  them  in  its  tone. 

With  respect,  sir,  to  the  bill  reported  by  the  com- 
mittee, I  regret  that  it  is  not,  in  my  opinion,  wholly 
free  from  objection.  The  second  section,  providing 
Yor  so  large  a  contingent  augmentation  of  the  regu- 
lar force  is,  I  think,  unnecessary  at  the  presept  mo. 
ment  It  confers  vast  discretionary  powers  upon 
the  President.  Those  powers  may  not  be  abased,  it 
is  true;  but  it  is  no  less  true  that  they  are  liable  to 
abuse,  and  may  be  abased.  It  is  in  seasons  like 
this  that  free  nations  are  most  apt,  in  their  efforts  to 
goard  against  dangers  from  abroad,  to  forego  their 
accustomed  jealousy  of  power,  by  erecting  prece- 
dents of  discretion  which  plant  the  seeds  of  fatal 
dangers  from  within.  I  trust  that  the  committee 
themselves  will,  on  reflection,  perceive  the  inexpe- 
diency of  this  provision,  and  decline  further  to 
preas  it.«  Nor,  sir,  should  I  have  recommended 
as  the  committee  have  done,  a  special  embassy  to 
England.  I  am  not  sure  that  the  present  posture 
of  affairs  is  such  as,  in  strict  delicacy,  to  reqnire  or 
even  warrant  it.  Yet,  sir,  in  thf  spirit  of  forbear- 
ance and  peace  which  I  hope  may  ever  characte- 
rize the  counsels  of  this  country,  1  shall  interpose 
no  resistance  to  the  measure,  and  shall  be  happy  in 
>  the  expectation  that  it,  amongst  other  measures, 
may  conduce  to  a  speedy  termination  of  this  unfor- 
tunate controversy,  peaceably  and  honorably  to 
both  nations. 

J  have  but  to  add,  sir,  the  expression  of  my  un- 
affected and  profound  desire  for  peace;  and  at  the 
same  time,  my  conviction,  not  less  unaffected  and 
profound,  that  the  enforcement  by  acm3  of  the 
late  pretensions  of  Qreat  Britain,  as  threatened  by 

.    <The  section  was  rejected  by  the  House. 


her  provincial  authorities,  is  incompatible  with 
honorable  peace.  If  Qreat  Britain,  in  violation  of 
oar  rights,  in  diregard  of  her  own  solemn  engage- 
ment, shall  precipitate  a  war,  this  nation,  IJielieve, 
will,  as  one  man,  brace  itselt  for  the  conflict. 
Other  gentlemen  better  understand  that  1  do  the 
spirit  exibling  in  their  respective  sections  of  the 
Union.  The  nation  has,  in  the  history  of  the 
past,  a  guaranty  that  the  region  in  which  Kentucky 
is  situated  will  be  found  promptly  obedient  to  the 
calls  of  the  national  honor.  Satisfy  them  that 
peace  is  dishonorable,  and  they  are  for  war.  Xhey 
will  not  inquire  how  much  or  how  little  territory  is 
involved  in  the  dispute;  they  will  not  surrender  an 
inch,  if  it  involves  a  sacrifice  of  the  national  honor. 
They  will  never  consent  to  graduate  honor  by  in- 
terest. They  fought  the  battles  of  the  country  in 
the  late  war,  from  the  Thames  to  the  Balize,  over 
questions  wholly  maritime,  in  which  they  had  no 
direct  interest.  Yei,  sir,  the  national  honor  de- 
manded that  war;  and  maritime  in  its  origin  as  it 
was,  it  found  nowhere  in  the  Union  more  ardent 
and  steadfast  votaries  than  were  found  a  thousand 
miles  in  the  interior.  Sir,  as  they  were  prompt  then, 
so  they  will  be  prompt  now  to  vindica*^,  to  the  ut- 
most, and  to  the  last  extremity,  the  honor  of  the 
country.  They  will  not  now  calculate,  as  in  times 
past  they  never  have  calculated,  the  sacrifices 
which  such  a  contest  may  involve.  They  regard 
the  maintenance  of  the  national  character  and  ho- 
nor as  paramount  to  all  other  considerations;  for 
they  see  in  it  the  only  means  of  enjoying,  in  se- 
curity, any  of  the  inestimable  blessings  which 
Heaven  has  plainly  reserved  for  their  country. 
For  this  they' deem  no  sacrifice  too  dear.  Money, 
property,  b!ood--count  and  measure  it  all — it  is 
yours,  freely — if  the  vindication  of  the  national  ho- 
nor demands  it! 


THE  MAINE  BOUNDARY  (QUESTION. 

REMARKS  OF  MR.  FILLMORE, 

Of  Naw  York, 

In  Vu  Htmu  of  RepraentoHvtSt  March  1,  1839— -On 

the  bill  giving  the  President  additional  power  for 

the  defence  of  the  United  States,  dbc. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  said  it  was  with  extreme  re- 
luctance that,  in  his  feeble  state  of  health,  he  said 
a  word  to  protract  this  debate;  nor  should  he  have 
done  so,  but  that  he  felt  thai  his  own  constituents 
might  have  aK  ileep  nn  itttcr&>t  in  the  results  of  this 
bill  as  the  inhabitants  of  any  portion  of  the  United 
States.  This  bill,  if  he  could  credit  what  had  been 
said  by  the  gentleman  from  Maine,  [Mr.  Evans,] 
or  read  by  the  gentleman  from  Maryland,  [Mr. 
Howard,]  was  neither  more  nor  less  than  a  con- 
tingent declaration  of  war  with  Great  Britain.  In 
such  an  event  his  constituents  had  a  deep  and  ob- 
vious interest.  Ii  was  true  that,  on  the  face  of  the 
bill,  and  in  the  wording  of  the  first,  second,  and 
third  sections,  it  seemed  to  be  contemplated  that 
onr  collision  with  that  pow^r  would  be  confined 
chiefly  to  the  frontier  of  Maine;  but  such  would  not 
turn  out  to  be  the  fact.  If  resort  wasonce  had  to  arms, 
the  matter  would  not  end  by  a  brief  f^kirmlsh  in 
Maine.  That  little  tract  of  territory,  cold  and  bar- 
ren as  a  Siberian  desert,  was  of  but  small  value  but 
for  the  timber  it  contained.  That  would  not  be  the 
battle  field  on  which  this  contest  must  be  settled; 
the  scene  of  conflict  would  extend  along  the  entire 
Northern  frontier  of  the  Union,  and  its  chief  seat 
would  be  upon  the  great  Northern  lakes.  If  it  was 
true,  as  the  gentleman  affirmed,  that  even  the  Pre- 
sident himself  did  not  fully  appreciate  the  urgency 
of  the  crisis,  what  must  be  the  consequence,  upon 
that  crisis,  of  passing  a  bill  like  this?  What  did 
the  bill  contemplatel  What  was  the  very  first  step 
it  proposed?  It  went  at  once  to  commit  us  to  war 
defacio.  The  first  section  went  on  the  supposition 
that  Great  Britain  would  enforce  the  claim  she  had 
set  up  by  a  resort  to  arms.  Was  there  any  reason 
to  suppose  that  this  would  be  donet  The  gentle- 
man from  Maine  had  toM  the  House  that  it  would 
be  attempted  at  once,  and  that  a  collision  has  al- 
ready taken  place. 

[Mr.  Evans  rose  to  explain.  What  I  said,  and 
what  I  now  say,  is,  that  if  Maine  shall  be  left 
alooe  by  this  Gov«mmest,  she  will  be  attacked; 


bat  it  is  my  opinion  that,  •  if  this  bill  pises,  it 
such  attempt  will  Im  made,  and  that  the  bill,  ia 
stead  of  nrodueiiig,  will  prevent  hosiilitiei.  In, 
peat  the  deelaration  that  I  look  to  it  as  a'neMot 
of  peace,  and  my  only  fear  is  that  it  may  enae  too 
late.  The  moment  the  Provincial  aathoritics  Aid 
that  if  they  advance  they  meet  yon  aod  Qot  tfiiaa 
alone,  rely  upon  it  they  will  wait  for  tdvieetfio* 
their  Government.] 

The  gentleman  then  concedes  that  it  is  nobitb 
collision  may  have  already  taken  place.  We  lo, 
then,  acting  on  a  contingency,  with  httk  tine  to 
deUberate,  and  none  to  retract  any  step  we  nay 
take.  Suppose  there  shall  be  a  cuUision  before  tbi 
result  of  our  deliberations  is  known.  Cod^ 
wiU  be  defunct,  and  what  wiU  be  the  duty  o(  tb» 
President?  To  wait  till  he  can  lay  propoaiini 
before  the  Government  of  Great  Bntiial  To 
pause  and  negotiate,  and  then  ge  to  wul  No. 
The  nation  is  irretrievably  committed,  tad  it  vi 
be  his  duty  at  once  to  expel  the  invading  fom. 
No  alternative  is  left  him.  There  is  no  chaaee  or 
.  spade  for  repentance  or  advice.  We  bare  as- 
sumed that  the  act  of  Sir  John  Harvej  is  tbead 
of  his  Government,  and  the  President  isatoooeto 
proceed  to  hostilities.  I  am  not  prepared  to  ay 
that  even  this  may  not  be  necessary.  Fron  tbi 
little  examination  I  have  given  to  the  sabjeet,  I 
have  no  doubt  whatever  that  Maine  te  ia  tbe  li^ 
The  only  question  isaato  the  manner  and  thetineia 
which  her  right  is  to  be  enforced.  In.thti  qoetfioi 
the  whole  conntry  is  mterested,  and  especially  tbe 
people  of  my  own  district.  It  appears  to  awtbit 
the  Committee  on  Foreign  Aflfairs  hare  diiectoi 
their  attention  exclusively  to  the  interests  and  ii|)kli 
of  Maine,  and  have,  to  a  great  extent,  oferiocW 
the  great  interesUi  of  odier  ponions  of  tbeUaioa 
in  this  matter.  Ought  they  to  have  forp>m  tk 
defenceless  position  in  which  the  whole  Nortben 
frontier  would  be  placed  in  case  of  a  war?  lot 
surprised  to  find  not  one  solitary  provisioa  ia  tba 
bill  for  the  defence  of  a  lake  frontier  of  filhea 
hundred  miles,  with  not  a  smgle  fort  apoa  ibe 
whole  line,  nor  a  single  armed  vessel  owned  by  ik 
Government.  Is  it  right  thus  tomakeaeoaliB* 
gent  declaration  of  war,  and  make  no  profiii 
whatever  foL  the  defence,  of  that  frontier,  atlbi 
same  time  that  ample  provision  is  made  for  tbesn- 
coast?  It  may  be  said  that  we  entered  into  a  xnUl 
with  Great  Britain,  in  1817  or  1818,  limitiig  thi 
number  of  armed  vessels  that  should  bemainiaiMi 
by  eithecpower  on  those  lakes.  I  admit  it^bnt  Aol 
Britain  has  not  invariably  felt  herself  brand  bf 
that  convention,  for  she  has  at  least,  I  am  inform 
ed,  an  armed  steam  vessel  in  her  emptoy  oaUb 
Ontario,  two  or  three  on  the  upper  lakes,  and  mi 
on  Lake  Champlain,  by  which,  during  the  smwi 
of  navigation,  every  lake  town  from  Batt* 
Detroit  may  be  utterly  destroyed  in  less  tbaa  mj 
week,  while  we  have  nothing  prepared  to  resii- I 
have  been  atrnek  very  forcibly  with  the  aV^li 
and,  te  me,  unaccountable  omission  in  this  btfti 
make  any  provision  for  a  case  of  such  inpM 
necessity.  I  believe  we  have  not  one  T*** 
ordnahce  on  that  whole  frontier  ihatcdnld  be  pd» 
ed  against  an  invading  foe.  I  beg  pardoa  rfj» 
House  for  asserting  that  we  are  wholly  d^a> 
less.  I  have  just  been  told  by  the  honorable  m^ 
fleman  from  Michigan,  who  tats  near  >o^  ^*| 
Gk>vernment,  in  its  magnanimity,  has  |iw«l»y^ 
State  of  Michigan  one  nine-pounder.  {A  ham 
All  I  ask  of  this  House  is,  that,  if  diey  dcanjf* 
oessaiy  to  the  national  honor  to  make  a  omdlC* 
declaration  of  war,  they  will  insert  in  this  billqt 
drovision  for  the  defence  of  the  Northern  tmm 
that  shall  at  least  put  us  on  a  level  with  the  m^ 
tic  cities.  We  ask  no  more.  I  know  ^^^^^ 
time  to  erect  forts;  but  I  ask,  while  tbe  PMiMf 
the  United  States  is  authorized  in  this  htH  tofft 
and  employ  the  whole  naval  force  of  ^^'f^ 
Slates  for  the  defence  of  the  aeacoast,  wiU  asi  W 
gresa  authorin  him,  at  the  same  time,  to  | 
arm,  and  equip  tbe  neeettary  number  tit 
boats  for  the  defence  of  onr  Nonheff  in 
Surely,  it  it  the  duty  of  the  Hoosa  to  do#>  ^ 
they  apply  a  torch  which  musl  set  oar  *■»_ 
Northern  fh>ntier  in  a  flame,  aad  make  «^1 
sion  for  oar  defenoel  It  ia  tme,  i 
Mtboriiiiig  th«  erMHot  of  tals4Uoto|**t 
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tj  liM  of  Mauae,  and  another  for  repairing  the  di- 
iapidatod  vroiks  on  Lake  Ontario;  but,  from  the  re- 
jxvc  of  the  War  Depariment,  afUr  sleeping  a  Rip 
Van  Winkle  sleep  of  thirty  or  forty  years,  it  seems 
thcgr  have  at  length  waked  up  to  some  apprehen- 
Bk»a  of  oar  exposed  condition,  and  they  now  pro- 
pose to  commence  at  Fort  Niagara  a  fortification 
now  oompaoitiTely  oseless,  and  to  proceed  thence 
eastwardly,  as  if  there  was  nothing  west  of  that 
poiiu  worth  defending.  I  shall  be  pardoned  for 
sayiBg  that  there  are  more  people  west  of  a  meri- 
diaa  line  drawn  throogh  Ontario,  inhabiting  States 
whieh  border  apon  the  lakes,  than  existed  within 
ihe  whole  limits  of  the  United  States  at  the  time 
of  the  Revoiatioo;  bat  it  seems  that  war  is  to  be 
declared,  and  all  this  portion  of  the  Union  is  to  be 
abandoned  lo  its  fate.  Wby  this  odious  distinction? 
[Mr.  HowASD,  chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
Foreign  Relations,  complained  of  the  view  taken 
of  this  whole  case  by  the  gentleman  IVom  New 
York.  The  gentleman  seemed  to  complain  very 
heaWly  that  there  was  nothing  in  this  bill  for  the 
dsfeDce  of  the  Northern  ftoniier,  bf  water;  bat  he 
woald  take  the  liberty  of  calling  the  gentleman'^  at- 
tention lo  the  3d  section  of  the  bill,  which  empow- 
eied  the  President  to  pat  into  reqoisiiion  the  whole 
naval  force  of  the  United  States,  and  employ  it  for 
the  national  defence;  and  thoagh  the  biU  contained 
no  special  authority  for  the  erectk>n  of  bteam  batte- 
ries, yet  there  was  soch  a  provision  in  another  bill 
now  belbre  the  Senate.  The  power  of  the  Presi- 
dent aaost,  of  coarse,  depend  on  the  amount  of  mo- 
ney placed  at  bis  disposal — he  mi^^ht  employ  a  por- 
lioB  of  the  navy  on  the  lakes,  as  well  as  on  the 
oeeaa,  and  vessels  of  war  might  be  bnilt  and 
lamiebed  upon  the  lakes-] 
Mr.  FiLLMOBS  read  the  3d  section,  as  follows: 
^•gec  3.  And  U  it  furtJUr  macUdt  That,  io  the  ev«Dt  of 
•kher  of  the  contingeociM  provided  lo  the  first  section  of  this 
act,  the  Presi^lent  of  the  ITuited  t^iatea  shall  be  authorized  to 
complewthe  poblic  armed  vessels  now  authorised  by  law,  aud 
laaqaip,  man,  aod  employ,  in  actual  serrke,  all  the  naval  forca 
oftha  Untied  States." 

The  honorable  chairmsn  of  the  committee  says 
(eoniioaed  Mr.  F.)  that  the  committee  anderstood 
(hat  the  Northern  frontier  might  be  defended  in  one 
of  two  ways:  the  President  might  fit  out  the  vessels 
of  the  navy  and  employ  them  in  the  defence  of  the 
lakes.  Now  there  is  one  objection  to  this:  those 
vessels  may  find  it  very  difficult  to  ascend  the  Ni- 
agara Falls.  It  is  said  that  a  certain  Secreury  of 
War  once  directed  ve.ssels  to  bt  built  on  Lake  On-, 
lariu  which  were  to  be  naed  on  Lake  Brie,  entirely 
forgetting  that  the  falls  were  interposed.  Iteer- 
taiiily  will  not  answer  to  fit  oat  vessels  on  the  At- 
ten  lie  which  are  to  be  us^ed  on  the  lakes.  The  bill 
only  allows  the  President  to  complete  vessels  alrea- 
dy commenced.  It  is  true  that  we  bad  some  ves>eis 
of  war  on  Lake  Erie  part  of  them  baitt  by  our- 
selves, and  another  portion  consisting  of  those  ta- 
ken from  the  British  by  Perry;  but,  after  the  hut 
war,  these  vessels  were  sold  to  private  citizens,  aod 
tfaey  are  now  navigating  the  lakes  as  merchantmen. 
^te  Government  has  not  a  single  vessel  upon  that 
lake  moved  either  by  sails  or  steam. 

I  will  not  enter  further  into  this  argument.  I 
tmst  it  is  quite  sufficient  to  apprize  the  House  of 
Ibe  actual  sute  of  the  case  to  induce  them  to  make 
sotne  provision  for  the  defence  of  the  Northern 
ftoatier.  It  surely  is  not  necessary  for  me  to  refer 
Up  the  exasperated  state  of  feeling  which  has  for 
■nme  time  prevailed  on  both  sides  of  the  line,  or  to 
mzDi od  the  Houde  that,  with  all  the  exertions  of 
both  Governments,  it  has  been  scarcely  possible  to 
araserve  the  national  peace.  If  war  shall  come 
iq^o  as  without  previous  preparation,  we  have 
aotbing  else  to  expect  but  to  see  our  cities  and  our 
rf  llagps  laid  in  ashes,  and  our  citizens  murdered. 
C^t  me  not,  however,  be  misunderstood.  We  are 
fatly  ready  to  stand  by  Maine  in  the  maintenance 
aCtier  jast  rights.  We  are  witlii^g  to  bare  our  bo- 
um»9  to  the  shafts  of  war  whenever  the  honor  of 
Hie  nation  &baU  require  it.  AH  we  ask  is,  that  you 
jkuaU  make  what  provision  is  in  your  power  for 
JSijT  defence.  Put  i)s  upon  the  sam,e  footing  with 
ibo  Atlantic  coast.  The  Briilsh  Government  has 
3h  tbe  Canadas  c{ghteeen  thousand  troops,  among 
ly  tiest  that  the  world  affords,  and  there  is  no  pre- 
^^atioA  on  oor  part  for  defence.  Troe^  we  have 
Im»  militia,  prompt  and  brave,  and  ever  ready  to 
&  and  repel  an  invading  foe{  bat  how  art  wtto 


transpoit  them  to  the  spot  where  their  services  may 
be  required?  You  have  scarcely  a  single  vessel  in 
Government  employ,  and  you  nige  as  an  argument 
our  treaty  with  England^  but  I  pray  gentlemen  to 
remember  that,  as  soon  as  the  two  imtions  get  to 
blows,  all  treaties  are  at  an  end.  Mr.  F.  asked,  in 
conclusion,  that  his  amendmeiu  might  be  read,  and 
it  was  read  accordingly  in  the  words  following: 

Add  to  the  3d  section  as  follows: 

"Aod  to  build,  purchaas,  or  charter,  arm,  eqaip,  and  man, 
'  such  reaKla  aod  ataamboaia  on  die  Northern  lakes  aifd  rivera 
wboee  waters  communicate  with  the  United  States  and  Great 
Briiaio,  aa  he  ahali  deem  necessuy  to  proiaa  the  United  Statse 
(xom  invasion  from  that  quarter." 

[This  amendment  was  agfeed  to.] 

REMARKS  OP  MR.  LEGARE, 
On  the  ;3amb  sobjbct— -March  I. 

Mr.  LEGARE  said  that  he  agreed  with  the  gen- 
tleman who  had  just  tiken  his  seat,  [Mr.  Menc- 
FEE,]  in  the  sentiment  that,  of  all  things  in  the 
world,  a  war  with  England  was  most  to  be  depre- 
cated and  most  to  be  avoided,  if  it  could  be  avoided 
without  a  sacrifice  of  the  national  honor  and  charac- 
ter; and  if  Mr.  L.  considered  this  bill  as  a  war  mea- 
sure, he  should  not  be  its  advocate.  But,  so  far 
from  believing  it  to  be  a  war  measure,  he  held  with 
the  gentleman  from  Maine,  [Mr.  Evans,]  that  if 
any  measure  wa«  calculated  to  avert  war,  it  was  a 
bill  of  this  character.  The  measure  proposed  was 
no  new  thing  in  modem  times. '  On  the  contrary, 
the  experience  of  a  few  years  past  was  foil  of  simi- 
lar instauces.  How  often  had  the  most  formidable 
military  forces  been  raised  by  the  nations  of  Eu- 
rope, not  for  the  purpose  of  waging  war,  but  only 
as  a  sheriff  raises  his  posse  to  execute  a  writ;  so 
these  armies  had  been  raised  to  carry  into  effect  the 
law  of  nations.  The  French  had  raised  armies, 
aod  had-  battered  down  fortresses,  and  yet  it  was  not 
held  to  be  war.  The  powers  of  Europe  stood  by 
and  saw  the  decree  passed  by  their  mutual  agree- 
ment carried  into  forcible*  effect.  The  thing  was 
done  by  military  force,  with  colors  flying  and 
drums  beating,  and  by  the  discharges  of  parks  of 
artillery;  but  still  it  was  not  war;  and  it  was  this 
very  array  of  battle  by  which  the  peace  of  Europe 
was  preserved.  Gentlemen,  therefore,  need  not  be 
so  much  alarmed,  as  if  the  House,  by  passing  this 
bill,  was  resorting  to  a  war  measure. 

Before,  hotvever,  he  entered  into  the  argument, 
he  mubt  first  be  permitted  lo  say  that  be  had  regard- 
ed the  gentleman  tromPeoQsjflvania  [Mr.  Biodle] 
as  somewhat  singular  in  the  position  he  had  taken. 
True,  the  gentleman  had  retracted  what  he  had  re- 
marked as  to  the  braggadocio  style  of  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  House. 

[Mr.  BiDDLB  here  interposed,  and  said  that  he 
had  retracted  nothing.  He  had  only  restated  what 
he  had  said  when  up;  and  he  still  thought  it  pre- 
mature in  this  Government  to  put  on  military  ar- 
ray because  the  British  Government  had  assumed 
a  position  for  which  our  own  conduct  certainly 
did  give  them  some  pretext.] 

Mr.  Legarb  resumed.  The  gentleman  admitted 
that  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs  had  not  had 
in  view  a  direct  resort  to  war,  although  he  was 
not  without  apprehensions  that  the  measure  they 
advocated  might  lead  to  such  a  result.  The  gentle- 
man certainly  would  be  greatly  mistaken,  if  he 
supposed  that  the  committee  were  either  disposed 
to  deal  in  the  language  of  a  braggadocio,  or  had 
the  remotest  desire  to  precipitate  hostilities.  For 
himself,  Mr.  L.  could  say  that  he  had  ever  been 
the  uniform  advocate  of  peace.  The  members  of 
the  committee  would  bear  him  witness  that,  even 
in  our  difficulties  with  Mexico,  when  her  conduct 
gave  us  a  just  pretext  for  war,  and  oar  superiority 
in  power  presented  a  temptation  to  engage  in  hos- 
'  tilities,  he  had  uniformly  opposed  a  resort  to  arms. 
The  committee  had,  indeed,  prepared  a  manifesto 
to  the  world,  exhibiting  a  list  of  our  national  grie- 
vances, and  the  ground  of  our  Jusr  complaints 
against  the  Mexican  Government;  yet  they  had, 
without  hesitation,  recommended  a  reference  of 
our  difficulties  to  the  arbitration  of  a  third  power; 
and  !hey  would  be  disposed  to  do  the  same  thing 
now,  did  the  time  allow  it.  The  Hoase  had  been 
told  that  it  was  a  great  pity  that  they  were  called 
to  pass  so  suddenly  on  a  question  out  of  which 
might  grow  such  grave  and  important  issues.  And 
if  tha  Hooaa  wert  tinder  obligatioai  to  discoss  at 


large  the  whole  question  of  our  Northeastern  boun- 
dary, its  past  history,  present  state,  and  its  whole 
merit,  there  might  be  something  in  the  objection. 
Yet  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  [Mr.  Sal- 
tonstall]  had  maintained  that  the  guestion  be- 
tween as  and  Great  Britain  was  so  simple  that  an 
envoy  who  had  never  studied  it  might  make  him- 
self completely  master  of  the  subject  daring  the  ^ 
shortest  voyage  that  ever  was  made  across  the  At- 
lantic Mr.  L.  ^d  thought,  at  one  time,  that  the 
gentleman  was  going  to  say  our  GK>veroment  had 
given  up  possession  of  the  disputed  territory;  but 
when  he  said  he  would  go  for  the  first  section  of 
the  bill,  he  did  admit  that  Maine  had  never  aban« 
doned  her  claim  to  the  pbssession  of  the  soil.  |t 
was  true  that  neither  the  General  or  the  State 
Government  ever  had  abandoned  the  possession 
of  the  territory,  nor  the  claim  to  jurisdiction  over  it 
But  now  a  subordinate  foreign  functionary  writes 
to  the  Governor  of  Maine  diat  he  has  power  to 
oast  her  from  the  possession  of  it  by  the  force  of 
arms. 

The  question  was  a  simple  one.  The  facts  were 
all  in  our  own  possession,  and  could  at  any  time 
be  established.  Indeed,  he  had  never  heard  them 
disputed  until  this  evening.  Maine,  then,  being 
established  in  an  undoubted  ascertained  right,  and 
her  people  flying  to  arms  as  one  man,  the  question 
was,  whether  that  House  had  any  other  choice  than 
to  do  its  duty  in  support  of  what  was  just,  and 
leave  the  resnlts  to  Heaven.  Could  there  be  any 
doubt  what  the  law  of  nations  required  ander  sucti 
circumstances?  What  was  tl^  language  of  that 
lawl  [Mr.  L.  here  read  a  passage  from  VatteK] 
There  was  the  law;  so  laid  down  that  none  could 
misunderstand  it.  In  this  case  the  question  of  pro- 
perty was  wholly  immaterial;  the  ^luestion  of  pos- 
session was  the  only  one  to  which  we  were  to  look. 
As  to  the  property,  indeed,  nothing  could  be  more 
clear;  the  question  was  fully  discussed  in  an  able 
report  made  to  the  other  House  by  its  Committee 
on  Foreign  Affairs.  If  any  man  wanted  light  on 
the  whole  controversy,  there  it  was  to  be  found.  If 
any  man  had  a  lingering  doubt  upon  his  mind,  let 
him  read  that  document,  and  be  convinced,  as  he 
soon  would  be,  that  there  was  nothing  at  all  in  the 
claim  of  Great  Britain.  The  answer  as  to  the 
question  of  boundary  was  spoken  by  Nature  her- 
self. Men  might  dispute  about  what  constituted  a 
highland,  and  what  was  a  hill,  and  what  was  a 
mountain;  but  if  there  was  any  height  of  ground 
ttom  which  the  streams  run  in  opposite  directions 
into  the  St.  Lawrendfc  on  the  one  hand,  and  into 
the  Atlantic  on  the  other,  it  was  enough.  The 
words  of  the  treaty  were  answered.  The  everlast- 
ing unalterable  face  ef  Nature  herself  bore  witness 
to  the  agreement  between  the  two  nations  as  to 
their  boundary.  The  claim  set  up  by  Great  Bri- 
tain was  a  mere  fetch— a  pretext  to  get  hold  of  a 
piece  of  ground  which  it  wa»  very  desirable  for  her 
to  possess.  Under  circumstances  like  these,  was  it 
possible  for  this  Government  to  go  further  than  to 
admit  the  ground  of  uii  pcuideiit?  We.  had  given 
up  to  her  the  jurisdiction  on  the  Madawaska. 
Must  we  go  Airther  than  this?  Shall  we  admit 
that  the  uncontested  possession  of  the  whole  terri* 
tory,  not  only  on  the  Madawaska,  but  on  the  Aroos- 
took, shall  suddenly  be  taken  by  an  armeil  foroel 
T{ie  question  whether  Gk>vemor  Fairfield  bad  done 
, amiss  or  no,  in  the  step  he  had  taken,  was  of  coin- 
paratively  little  consequence.  He  had  violated 
courtesy,  but  had  not  violated  his  official  duty. 
He  had  done  nothing  more  than  drive  off  trespass- 
ers from  a  portion  of  territory  of  which  his  State 
had  possession.  Could  there  be  any  right  in  a  fo- 
reign GK)veroment  to  enter  it  by  force  of  arms,  and 
drive  him  off,  for  that  is  ihreatcntdl  Sir  John 
Harvey  had  written  to  Governor  Fairfield,  giving 
him  warning  that  he  should  enforce  the  exclusive 
possession  of  Great  Britain,  by  the  employment  of 
her  military  strength.  It  was  a  gross  violation  of 
the  law  of  nations,  and  was  not  to  be  submitted  to. 

Mr.  L.  said  that  it  was  not  in  the  spirit  of  war 
he  said  this.  He  admitted  that, we  must  net  pre- 
judee  the  question;  but  this  nation  could  not  treat 
with  any  foreign  with  a  hostile  foot  apon  her  soil{ 
Her  first  language  to  that  nation  must  be,  "  Go 
back  I  withdraw  your  foot !  and  then  we  will  send 
an  ambassador." 
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Mr.  L.  said  that  nothing  coald  be  more  depre- 
cated by  hi^  coDstituems  than  a  war  with  Qreat 
Britain;  yet,  when  it  was  necessary  to  the  honor  of 

-  their  country,  none  would  be  more  ready  in  doing 
their  whole  doty.  That  necessity  was  Ihe  only 
question.  They  scomeil  the  spirit  of  brarado; 
but,  in  their  name,  he  should  vote  this  biH,*if  it 
were  only  to  satisfy  the  British  Gk>vcnimeni  how 
deeply  this  country  was  interested  in  this  question 
of  jurisdiction,  and  as  a  means  of  giving  %reater 
solemnity  lo  the  negotiation  in  regard  to  it.  He 
deprecated  a  resort  to  arms.    To  enter  into  a  war 

^for  its  own  sake,  was  now  too  late  for  the  spirit  of 
thMge.  Within  the  last  thirty  years,  they  had  all 
Keen  contested  questions  of  the  most  serious  na- 
ture and  the  most  threatening  aspect  dissipated 
into  thin  air,  when  the  armies  of  both  parties  were 
raised,  embodied,  drawn  out,  and  on  the  very  edge 

'  ot  contest.  He  hailed  it  as  one  of  the  happy  au- 
guries of  the  future  age  of  the  world,  that  the 
united  influence  of  commerce  and  Christianity  had 
so  often  jrinmphed  over  the  spirit  of  war,  and 
even  bade  fair  to  banish  it  among  men. 

Under  the  influenct  of  these  feelings,  Mr.  L. 
would  adjure  gentlemen,  on  all  sides  of  the  House, 
not  to  go  into  those  exciting  topics  which  connect- 
ed themselves  with  this  subject,  and  which  were  so 
well  calculated  to  stir  up.embiUed  feeliag, and 
thus  render  incurable  the  breach  between  two  great 
nations,  whose  kindred,  origin,  language,  Jaws, 
and  commerce  ought 'to  link  them  together  in 
bonds  of  indissoluble  amity  and  friendship. 

•    REMARKS  of'  MR.  ADAMS,  OP  MASS. 

ON   TBS  SAME  StmBCT-^-MABCH  3. 

Mr.  ADAMS  rose  and  aaid:  Mr.  Cbainnan,  I  had . 
entertained  the  hope  that  I  should  not  have  felt  my- 
self called  upon  to  say  one  word  more  upon  the  sob- 
ject  now  before  the  commiUee.  I  had  hoped  (and 
I  still  cherish  the  hope)  that  the  immediate  ooea- , 
sion  for  the  passage  of  this  bill,  for  the  action  of 
this  House  upon  the  matters  to  which  it  has  re- 
ference, had  passed  away.  That  immediate  occa- 
sion was  of  the  most  alarming,  I  may  say  of  the 
most  terrific  character.  It  was  no  less  than  a  di- 
rect menace  from  a  commanding  officer  of  the  Bri- 
tish Government,  in  a  province  adjoining  one  of 
our  own  States,  of  an  immediate  invasion  of  the 
United  States  by  him,  under  the  express  and  posi- 
tive orders  of  his  Government.  Sir,  the  thought 
of  war,  even  with  the  weakest  nation,  is  a<  dread- 
ful thought;  but  when  contemplated  with  one  of 
the  most  powerful  nations  on  the  face  of  the  earth, 
I  have  no  language  to  express  the  feeUng  with 
which  the  thought  cornea  upon  me,  that  such  an 
event  is  impending  over  my  country.  And  yet 
that  was  the  attitude  in  which  the  subject  was  first 
presented  to  .this  House.  Connected  with  this 
great  and  terrible  idea  of  war,  the  first  question 
which  every  patriot  has  to  aetUe  with  himself  is, 
with  whom  is  the  righi;  and,  after  that,  he  is  called 
upon  to  meet  every  calamity  of  which  human  na- 
ture is  sttsceptlble,  even  to  the  loss  iof  his  owi^  for 
tune  and  life — of  the  interest  and  the  welfare  of 
his  family— of  every  thing,  in  short,  that  is  dear  to 
man.  He  must  meet  it  with  an  unflinching  eye. 
And  this  was  our  position  not  more  than  four  days 
ago.  I  say  I  cherish  the  hope  that  that  hgur  has 
passed  away  for  the  present;  that,  in  consequence 
oT  the  agreement  made  between  the  minister  of  her 
Britannic  Majesty  and  the  Secretary^ of  State  here, 
an  actual  suspension  of  hostilities  will  be  carried 
into  eflecl.  And  that  is  all  whieh  is  required  to  fire- 
vent  that  immediate  collision  to  which  we  had 
looked.  A  suspension  of  hostilities,  that  is  all  we 
Sin  now  expect;  for,  sir,  the  officers  of  the  British 
Govern  meat,  military  and  diplomatic,  are  directly 
at  isKue  with  us  on  the  very  point  upon  which 
those  hostilities  were  to  commence  and  are  to  copi- 
mence,  if  at  ail.  They  are  at  issue,  and  that  issue 
was  first  Slated  by  the  Governor  of  New  Bruns- 
.  wick — was  confirmed  by  her  Britannic  Majesty's 
minister  here — and  was  directly  taken  by«  the  Se- 
cretary of  State  of  the  United  States.  Now  if  that 
issue  were  to  be  brought  to  the  conflict  of  arms , 
.  which  three  or  four  d«7«  ago  seemed  &o  immedi- 
ately probable,  I  preaume  we  should  not  have  had 
the  discussioa  which  has  already  taken  place  on 
this  bill.    I  presume  there  would,  have  l^n  sqme 


appearance  of  unanimity  in  the  opinions  of  this 
House,  as  to  What  was  to  be  done  to  defend  the 
country  fh>m  hostile  assaults  But,  sir,  the  aspect 
of  the  public  question*  between  ns  and  Great  Bri- 
tain has  changed  linee  then— changed  in  conse- 
q«encep^the  agreement  made  here^-an  agree- 
ment which,  if  (here  i&  time  for  it  to  reach  the  ter- 
ritory of  the  British  Province  before  actual  colli- 
sion takes  place,  will,  I  presume,  prevent  oOlKsion 
until  8vch  time  fa  the  British  Governftient  sitiall  be 
heard  from. 

Now,  there  is,  behind  this  probability,  a  pros- 
pect of  colliaion  which  we  have  just  had — an  bid 
long-standing  controvervsy  in  relation  to  territorial 
bbuadary.  The  quc^tibn  npw  is,  what  will  be  the 
aspect  of  that  controversy  when  the  British  GN>- 
vemment  shall  have  been  informed  of  what  has 
taken  place  here?  I  suppose  I  cannot  possibly 
doubt,  that  the  British  Government  wHl  recede 
from  the  groni;id  that  has  been  taken  by  their  offi- 
cers, military  and  diplomatic,  and  that  that  Go- 
vernment will  not  pretend  to  rest  their  determina- 
tion to  appeal  to  the  God  of  Battles  for  a  decision 
of  this  controversy,  on  the  pretension  of  an  agree- 
ment between  them  and  the  Government  of  the 
united  States  that  they  should  have  thatexclusiys 
jurisdiction  which  is  finally  to  inure  to  the  party 
to  which  the  territory  shall  be  allotted.  They  ,w^ll 
not  do  so,  because  they  cannot  produce  any  au- 
thority of  such  an  agreement.  I  trbst,  therefore, 
,that  they  will  recede.  Probably  they  may  make 
an  argument  which  has  been  made  for  them  in  this 
House — certainly  they  will  not  make  it  with  more 
ability— that,  aUhon$:h  there  was  not  an  explicit 
agce^ment^  as  stated  by  the  British  minister  hejre, 
still  there  was  an  understanding,  an  acquiescence 
on  ouir  part,  in  their  assertion  of  that  exclusive 
jurisdiction  which  they  have  constantly  maintain- 
ed. I  say  that,  if  they  meet  us  with  such  an  argu- 
ment as  that,  it  will  be  impossible  for  them,  I  deiy 
them,  to  present  an.  abler  argument  than  has  j^e^n 
made  on  this  floor.  If  they  should  make  that  ar- 
gument, and  adhere  to  it — ^if  they  should  put  the 
assertion  of  a  determination  to  maintain  jurisdic- 
tion by  force  of  arms  upon  that  argument — and 
most  especially,  if  they  put  it  on  the  ground  that,  by 
a  forcible  expression  of  indignation  on  the  part  of 
the  Legislature  of  your  and  my  native  Common- 
wealth, Mr.  Chairman,  the  failure  to  sustain,  with 
proper  spirit,  the  right  of  our  own  country,  hud 
been  denojninaied  a  surren'.icr  of  this  question;  if  I 
say,  the  British  Government  shall  convert,  that  sin- 
gle expression  of  indig^nation  into  an  argument  to 
prove  that  this  right  had  been  surreqdered,as  has  been 
argued  here,  then  we  should  be  under  the  ncceesity 
of  meeting  them  by  another  argument,  to  show  that 
the  foundation  of  their  appeal  to  arms  would,  in 
that  case,  be  as  false  as  that  which  their  offi- 
cers have  noiv  taken  in  their  behalf.  I  believe 
that  the  British  officer  who  fias  taken  this  ground 
has  done  so  under  a  misappreheodon;  but  how  far 
that  misapprehension  extends,  it  must  be  left  to  fu- 
ture time  to  discover.  It  is  quite  possible  (t  do 
not  say  probable,  though  perhaps  I  might  do  so) 
thai  the  instructions  of  this  British  officer  have  been 
drawn  out  in  such  language  that  he  will  be  fully 
justified  in  the  constraction  he  has  put  upon  them, 
and  that  they  were  so  d^iwn  out  for  the  purpose  of 
experiment.  An  experiment  upon  .what?  Upon 
the  under$lai]dingsof  the  members  of  this  House; 
an  experiment  upon  the  spirit  of  the  people  of  this 
'countrj;  an  experiment  whether  we  wtll  endure, 
on  any  ground  whatever,  the  asijertion  of  a  "deter- 
mination to  settle,  by  force,  that  question  which  we 
have  been  so  long  and  so  unsuccessfully  endeavor- 
ing to  settle  oy  ne^Miation.  I  repeat  the  expres- 
sion of  my  own  belief  that  the  British  Gk)vernment 
will  disavow  the  construction  given  to  his  orders 
by  the  Governor  of  New  Brunswick;  but  I  do  not 
undertake  to  say  that  they  will  not  pretend  that 
there  has  been  an, agreement  on  our-part  that  ex- 
clusive jurisdiction  of  this  territory,  in  the  interval, 
until  the  settlement,  should  be  held' by  t^em.  It  is 
quite  possible  that  they  may  do  so;  and  I  confess 
that  what  1  heard  yesterday  on  this  floor  was  so 
plaiisible,  so  ably  urged,  that  I  should  not  be  sur- 
prised if  the  British  Opvemment  should  take  a 
Ifcaf  from  "the  rpports  of  puir  debate  of  yesterday, 
aiid  cast  it  in  pur,  teelh^  i?  t^cir^^uji^cnj  for  .p> 


ing  a  new  order  to  their  Governor  to  likt 
sion  of  (he  territory,  not  i^pon  the  pfeensink'vtiek 
he  has  now  aet  up,  but  if^on  the  afguouet  vttdi 
has  been  made  in  tbehr  fkvor  npoa  ihir  floor,  ( 
should  not  be  sorprined  it  Ihia  argMneat  irUAte 
been  ntfed  npoii^ue  for  doing  nothing,  for  faavitg 
the  €kate  of- Maine  to  her  fete,  sbetld'aovbe 
taken  and  h^ld  fbith  by  the  gritiifeQofemautte 
say,  *^o;  we  disavow  Ihe  aHegatkm  .of  tkk  e^ 
prees  agreement;  but  you  have  endured  It  lo  4(% 
that  you  have  sumiidered  the  paint,  ana  ^aeii 
yonr  own  evidence  in  the  act  of  one  c(  ysw  en 
legislatora,  and  yo«  shall  liot  fesume  it.  'WevI 
take  military  possession  of  the  country;  it  h  Im 
late  for  yen  to  pretend  to  dispute  the  ^tain^ytt 
have  surrendered  it;  we  wiR  keep  and  wiMiiilL*, 
That,  sir,  wiH  t>e  another  ex  pennant 

Now,  to  this  experiment  on  thS'  panof  thslti- 
ttsh  Governor  of  New  Bninswiek,  tke  flMief 
Maine,' in  words  as  strong,  as  clear,  asoncqiivoeil, 
as  inflexHrfe  as  human  tankage  can  toppljritkis 
said  that  she  ia  not  prepared  to  sQbiiii|iB4  4i 
question  is,  whether  w^  shall  now  say  that  wr%a 
not  submit  to  that  experiment  nor  tay  oIkI'Ii- 
ving  the  sane  conclusion;  ttiat  this  qMiMlil* 
be  settled  by  foree,  and  not  by  hasteniaga  iKh 
the  ianguM  coarse  of  Spanisll  negotiation;  oTftt- 
cordtng  to  an  old  Roman  proverb,  pottiagii^a 
what  was  by  them  called  the  Greek  ChM. 
Spain  never  settled  any  thin^  by  aegotiarioa.  4li 
venga  la  mteitrde  Spagna:'*  <^Let  ny  deadieiM 
from  Spain,  for  then  it  wilt  ha  leag  enoagl^  I, 
for  one,  am  not  disposed  eiflier  lo  codafeeipm- 
ments,  or  to  submit  for  any  great  lengdk  of  tiiii« 
protract  the  seitlaiBent  of  the  nailer  by  negoli' 
tion.  And  there,  1  hope,  is  the  moraHtiiiua aMJ 
will  be  learned  by  both  Goiremneflli>-«^*1lii 
time  to  bring  this  negotiation  to  acl0se;aiiiIdMl 
vote  for  this  bill,  for  every  provision  nd.  a# 
word  of  it,  ankss  some  objection  -shoald  be  nini 
of  which  I  am  not  at  presefat  awiare.  f  iNQI^ 
for  it  as  an  additiooai  notification,  wluift||i|li 
will  be  accompanied,  from  ■  the  British  Jfiwtf 
here,  with  an  account  of  the  ptooeedinpV  ill 
Hojuse,  like  that  which  the  gentleman  firaiallpip 
land  (Mr.  Kibnncdt]  read  for  o«ir  InfonDatiQai^ 
ter^ay .  1  hope  that  £4Qrd.  Palm^rston  ifiU  hm 
.  opportnnity  of  reading  what  was  said  yesKv^^w 
to<^ay,  and  what  will  be  dope  to-day,  as'aM# 
ly  as  the  Duke  of  Wellington  had  of  awb  p 
^eg^ecable  debate  ^at  we  had  here  three  ffW 
years  ago,  in,  which  I  took  no  part,  bat  is  Ifjp 
^Q.  Mr.  ChiUrman,  took  a  distingot^  gnt^ 
say  that  I  shall  vote  for  this  bill  to  meet  '^^ 
tingency  here  conteipplated,-  if  it  shall 
.  may  hear  totmorrow  or  rtie  next  day;  i 
the  last  day  we  have  (eA,  we  mubt  cene.  to; 
.determination;  we  must  n^ake  some 
this  time  of  difficoUy  and  danger.  I 
,  this  bill,  therefore,  not  bectose  it  is 
best  that  could  be,pa£aed,if  we  had 
cuss  the  .whole  si/ibject,  but  because 
in  a  state  of  defence.  It  is  mwrng* 
no  kind  of  preten^n  tjiiai  tl^is  is  a^fi 
is  arming — it.  is  defence,  from.beigintting, 
ihe  defence  of  oiir  territory— r.thle  defence  < 
There  is  nothing,  in  thesl^htest  degree  61 
it,  and  therefore,  my  earsare  tather  d" 
timation  as  to  wpat  thia  great  nation 
usif  i^e  do  pa^.  this  bill— lie w  9be  nay 
fence.  Every  independent  Ji^ailpn  j|p<Ni 
the  right  to  arm,  ,wUhotit.  giving  ora 
pther  nation.'  All  that  any  other  nalka 
to  inquiire  of  another  natioa  Arming  I 
the  teeth  is,.whyt  for  what  pv^rpoi^ 
sive  to  her?  It  is  thq  right  of  a  nei^ 
to  put  this  question,  and  if  the  answer 
arming  in  self-defence,  the  other  party  I 
right  to  say  a. word.  The  right  to  am 
fence  is  a  right  of  peace,  and  is  the  best 
fervatives  of  peace,  as  has  been  hU 
here,  and  as  is  known  to  every 
acquaintance  with  the  relations  of 
between  nations.  So  far  from  dus  1 
sive  measure^  it  is,  as  anodier  ^geal 
maiked,  an  ^plicit  olb^  of  Qi6 
authorizes  lijia  President  b.sieid  a 
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Eiglii»d%  Nov  if  I  were  to  aiany  aof  objeefioa  to 
asj  part  of  the  bill,  it  wonld  bo  to  this*  I  aa»  dis- 
MfMkao  mlwrraAbcr  A  dftfie^  ton9|  and  to  «ay;  let 
EngbuHlrseiul'  ber  sptcial  ministor  bomvstill  1  do 
BQinV  Ibat  I  oppose  tbe  piepeeiiion.  Bim  I  do^y 
thai  if  i  veie  at  Uie  bcadofaffiiin^  I  would  aot  do 
tbiatbiisg..  Ii  is  a  qmrrel  of  EagUnd'a  own  seek* 
iif  or-of  bac^fieer';^.*  £ieft  ber  .dnavow  his  ac^^ 
ti»i$m%  ooeaaioDilo  «ead  «  spceial  minialar  for 
lUCi  •  Xhe  Boi&iflifff  lesideol-  ibf se  i»  4«ita  eoiDp»< 
leaUa  |HK  that  <ia«rtioa  lo  tha<Briti8bGoreniiQeBii« 
Sldifbow«?9r«.tbt«ioneof  peaoeis  tcij  proper  to 
beiaMged  in  npoA'all  oooasionsy  wbefever  it  ca» 
eoaK9ieiitl3r;««d-ltbeiclbte-siiaU  noi  op|poae<  tbia 
paftMat proTiaioa,  thoagb  I  repeat tbatif  I  were 
to  eppoae  any  part  lof  tbe  bill,  it  would  be  tbis.  As 
toibe  wr mtog  pail,  I  ab^U  fOisofar  aa  tbe  biU 
gofi^  or,  «o  facr  as  it  is  tbe  intention  of  tbe  ebaf r-* 
ou»  of  aha  Ceminittee  on  Foreign  Alain  to  pro- 

I  maafc  apoiogiae  for  the  extfem^f  desiiltoffy  nfr-. 
taie  «r  tbei  otoer^tiims-  I  have  Made,  op  maj 
nababefei^.I  reanaDo  my  seat;  £Dr«  in  reality,  ibe 
aspaolnof  tbia  question  has  so  ehanged,  froai  boar 
to  banay  iImx  I  have  not  bad  time  to  anaage  tbe 
idflafiA;lvonid.prtseBt  to  tbe 'committee.  I  musty 
thoffiwe,  sa^  wbat  I  da  say  in  tbe  aaost^lesaltory 
BiaaMa<  I  bad  not  intended  to  bare  aaid  a  woid, 
aad  rbo«ki  not  have  done  so  bnt  ^n  tbe  aigament 
wbieb  va  hava  had  here  «poa  tbia  floor*  Aad,  sir, 
I  lagaal'to  say  (alibeogb  I  b«ve  no  wiab  to  fiad 
fwU'vith  Ibe  AdouniatFalioQ')  that,  eren  in  the 
letter  icotar'Mx.  Forsyth  to  Mr.  Fax,  it  in  atated,  in 
ienn%  that  tbe  Pceaident  regiets  that  Maine  sbonld 
turn  ttlosft  lbs  alaodsbebaadoaa.  It 'is  trva  tbe 
ntaBftSMlii  is  ao  eooehad  thai  it  aaay  be  explained 
tW^lQ.«be^8(aie  of  Maine  in  a  aatisfaoiory  ra«i- 
iicr«  Tbe  Preaideat  saye  he  refuels-  that  Maine 
!ail«oaapeIied  to  resort  to  these  measurea.  I  regret 
balttbe-ejqNtesaion  iaibeiev  and  I  hope  that  it  doea 
lyinisaBtt^  on  the  part  of  the  Administration,  ihe 
i>^|btiiii  aatentton  of  deaertiBg  Maine  in  any  peim 
vitittle-of  ibisteontvoTersy.  I  take  this  occasien. 
oaiEy  <attd  this  is  the  prtaoipal gronnd oi^wbieb  I 
kaa^aaid  any  thing)  that  I,£or  one,  instead  of  re- 
eling-ibai  Maine  bas' taken  this  standi  admire 
fl^ksarefe  ber  for  having  i  done  so.  If  sbe  bad 
ilfaanaia  of  ^satf-respeet,  sbe  eooM  not  baie  done 
<pygiwa^  if  sbe  bad  any^  sense  of  ber  own  right, 
bdMnltf  ha^e  taken  no  other  gioandi  Aad,  sir, 
hal>#xo«nd  has  been  deliberately  taken»-it  is  not 
•IT  taken  for  tbe  first  time.  Tbe  present  Qto^ 
aanor  otUmut  baa  been  made  lesponaible^tbm  I 
BfeAOliboId  bim^aa  :the<  first  who  baa  taken  this. 
nmsA  It.«ras  taken  by  .then last.  Goferaor  last 
jggi  akBsi  if  political  considemliensr  are  to-be  ss£' 
fiti  iDCoaM  at  all  into  thia  disenssipn,  tbe  Qo- 
gmor  of  Maine  of  the  last  year  and  tbe  Qo?emor 
KAo'iMrfcaeDi  are  of  different  poliiica  I  speak  of 
Mr  tfttamsa,  inferiait  little  poliiies,  as  compared 
ifcfCbe  poUiioa  of  the  great  world  of  asaabiAd,  to 
ttA  lltt»  subject  belonga*  If  I  nndesstand  rigbt*- 
Mvery  step  wbieb  has  been  taken  by  Maine  baa 
pat^ talcen  by  Ihe  nnanimoaa  Tote  of  berLegisla- 
fK«  If  this  is  Lot  so,  I  desire  some  member  from 
^  State  to  correct  me. 

Jtfr.  StAii«;rai«,'  aod  waa  vcdecaiood  to  aay 
wm^  bnt  impQrfcelly>  heard  by-  tbe  Rept>rter) 
il  t|ie4ieaakition  wbieb  gate- rise  4e  this  praaeed- 
paaaed  nnanimonsly  ia  botb  .Honass; 
alt' the  other  praceediags  fware^  with  a 
^jHs^on  in  the  Senate,  approTedof  .nnaai* 

Adams  resnmed.    Well,  sic^  if  thece  was  a 

exception,  we  maf  alitor  ar  litOe  ifiafiteiing  of 

one  individnul  oat  of-  a  large  body  of 

ra^ia  twa  brancbes^-aa  te .  the  eonse>* . 

-wiiieb'flMgbt  follow' iheif  dettfmiaatwn; 

wfr^nay  iadtbat  •deteraoanalioa  the  only 

vwilb  the  ligblfi  «nd>  iJie  honor  of  the 

I  aay .  tbalitba  ad  of  Maine  waa  < 

ti  tbal'airaha  baa^  done  waa'  deliberate. 

ibcen  aapported  byiiwa  Legislataffeo .  .4hoae 

paat  and  <preaaat  yeaaw-    Wbat  she  baa  done, 

ijmalwetf  done  witb-debberatioa.  TAetlsone 
e  ^naiities  whifib  belong  to  fiim  aadoonaisi- . 
haaalsTHi  n  if 'tbeietvaa*aay«aEeep«ioft  at  all)  it. 
Msfciiwilj'nffinnT  to  prore  •be:mlej-  Sir,  it  was 
ilk draaraaiaatiaii' wbieb  •  Aaanihe  apirii  to^iiMiit' 


an  enemy;  and.  i^  waa  that  spirit  wbieb)  while  U- 
ac^,  is  ooascioas  that  there  is  an  enemy  to  meet 
la  ibat  a  qaalifioation  to  be  diaavowed  and  re* 
gretted  by  the  Piesident  of  tbe  United  Statefs  or  by 
tbia  House?  Is  it  tbe  deliberation  wtth  whiph 
Maine  bas^  aciad«  is  it  the  firmness  which  she  has 
manifested,  that  is  disapprovedl  To  my  mind, 
that  flrmnesa  constitntes  one  of  tk^  greatest  eom>^. 
mendatvoaa.  of  her  action.  What  waa  thai  hrm« 
ness?  Why,  it  required  tbe  facing  of  a  deadly 
en^my;  at  all  erents,  it  inrokd  tbe  posjsibility  or  • 
the  pcobabiUQr  of  such  an  event.  .  And  it  was  not 
facing  ibat  enemy  as  we,  if  this  bill  is  passed,  shall 
sbpw  that  we  ate  willing  to  face  bim;  because,  bow 
few  of  us  here  have  any  prospect  before  us  of  tbe 
calamities  which  .may*  befall  Maine,  if  this  delibe- 
rate valor  on  ber  part  is  followed  by  that  which 
was  intended  I  Who  does  not  kiu>w  that  Maine 
herself  must  suffer  through  every  one  of  her  veins, 
if  this  thing  comes  to  tbe  issue  of  battle?  It  is, 
therefore,  in  the  prospect  of  immediate  terrific  dan- 
ger that  sbe  hw  come  to  this  deliberate  purpose. 
And  am  I  here,  in  my  place,  to  declare  that  this 
was. indiscretion;  that  it  was  rashness;  that  ills 
drawing  us,  without  necessity,  into  a  wai^  Let 
who  will  say  so,  I  cannot.  And  now,  where  is 
this  indisoretion,  this  rasbpess?  What  is  it  that 
Maine  has  said,  and  followed  up  by  a  laige  appro* 
priaiion  of  ber  Legislatnre ,  and  by  a  declaxation. 
of  ber  Governor  that  be  will  call  forth,  ten  ibou- 
paodof  her  sons  to  mamtain.iti  What,  I  aah^  is 
ill  It  is  that  Site  will  defend  her  right  of  teriitory 
— *a  right  whicbr  you,  sir,  and  every  individual 
here,  say  is  unquestionable;  that  she  will  defend 
itagainat  the  tbrealei»ed  military  iXK^upation  of  a 
foreign  power.  No,  sir;  far  from  regretting '  the 
act  of  Maine,  I  shall  esteem  her  and  ber  people 
higher  for  it  during  the  s^hort  remnant  of  my  life* 
It  is  tbe  very  act  to  which  I,  if  I  had  been  one  of 
her  citizens,  would  have  advised  ber  to  tbe  last 
hour  of  my  existence* 

In -addition  to  all  its  other  reoommeodatioaS)  I 
believe  that  this  act  was  absolutely  Jiecessary,  and 
necessary  if  for  no  other  reason  than  to  do  away 
with  that  which  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania 
[Mr;  BiDOi^B]  has  tbia  day  explained  to  be,  in  his 
opinion,  a  delusion  into,  which  the  British  Gorera- 
ment  has  fallen,  in  consequence,  of  our  baviageur-. 
rendered,  6r  having  been  said  by  one  of  tbe  Legis- 
latures of  the  States  to  have  surrendered,  this  quer- 
tion  of  jurisdietion.  The  gentleman  argued  that 
this  surrender,  by  the  failunr  of  ibt  General  Govern- 
ment firmly  to  sustain  our.  right  whenever  qaea* 
tioned  before,  was  equal  to  a  forfeiture  of  that 
right;  ant)  thtUf,  I  take  it,  is  to  be  the  British  argu- 
ment, if  we  are  hereafter  te  have  any  aigupient  on 
the  subject.  If  the  British  Government  are  to 
maintain  the  act  of  their  Governor,  if  they  will  not 
disavow  their  pretensions,  it  muat  be  on  the  ground 
that  we  have  been  so  .tamely  acquiescent  in  bar 
usurpations  for  a  series  of  years,  that  those  usurpa- 
tions have  now  got  to  be  rights  uppn  whiaii  sIhi  ia 
determdned  to  stand.  Now,  sound  logic  even, ;  in 
different  minds,  does  not  alwaya  come  to  tbe  same 
conclusion  from  the  same  premises.  My  conclo- 
aion  from  these  premises  (admitting  them  to  a  cer- 
tain extent,  for  I  do  not  wish  to  look  back)  is  that 
it  is  incumbent  upon  us  to  remove  that  delusion;  to 
wipe  it  off;  to  give  the  British  Government  to  un« 
dexatand  what  is  the  true  state  of  things;  to  admo** 
nisb  them  that  they  must  not  construe  our  tameaeas 
in  times  past  into  an  indication  that  sbe  may  ex- 
tend her  preteuaiona  further,  until,  going  from  delu*- 
ision  to  delusion,  she  finally xomea  to  consider  that 
she  has  an  undiaputed  right  to  this  territory.  This 
experiment  of  tbe  Gorernor  of  New  Brunewick  is 
a  great  s:ep  to  thai  further  delusion  ;iato  which  I 
Wish  to  prevent  the  British  Government  from 
falling,  ao  aa  to  aead  them  back  to  the  original 
Btagie.  of  tbe  controversy, .  and  to  say  to  tbem» 
f*These  experim^Ats  prove  it  to  be  necessary  that 
We  should  settle  this  matter  soon — wedeairetbat 
there  should  bis  no  more  delusions,  no  more  expe- 
riments.*' Sir,  in  my  opinion,  this  bill  is  one  of 
thebestaigumentstbatwe.can  uae  for  that  pur-r 

E.    It  will  show  not  only  that  you  do  not  intend 
»Qfltenance  tfacaa  delusipns,.  but  that,you  mean., 
il  anen^  tp  ^bem.    Tbe  bill  is  suited  not  alone 
|o>tba.px^aaity  (in.wiiifib.waiMTe  beenplaoed' 


within  the  last  few  days,  bnt  to  the  possibility  of 
any^otber  experiment,  in  case  any  other  should  be 
tried.  It  is  suited  to  the  possibility  that  the  British 
Government,  countenanced  by  what  has  been  said 
on  this  floor  as  they  were  countenanced  by  what 
was  said  here  three  or  four  years  ago,  instead  of 
setting  up  the  pretension  now  acted  upon,  may  say, 
"It  is  true  there  never  has  been  such  jurisdiction, 
but  yoU)  by  your  acquiescence,  have  countenanced 
the  idea  thai  there  was,  and  we  will  carry  it 
through.**  If  gentlemen,  as  a  substitute  for  this, 
bill,  will  offer  something  equally. firm,  equally  effi- 
cient, equally  good  as  an  aigument,  I  will  take  it; 
'but  the  bill,  as  it  stands,  is  good  enough  for  me. 
If  a  speciai  minister  is  to  be  sent  to  the  British 
Government,  I  would  give  him  this  bill  at  the  head 
of  his  instructions — I  would  tell  him  to  make  its 
contents  known  in  exienso,  as  tbe  diplomats  some- 
times say^-to  send  it  to  Lord  Palmerston,  and  ask 
him  to  mediate  as  much  aboni  that  as  the  Duke  of 
Wellington  did  about  a  despatch  from  Sir  Charles 
Vaughan  upon  a  debate  which  took  place  her  some 
years  ago. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  believe  that  I  have  said  all  I 
intended  to  say  as  to  the  right  of  the  question,  as 
to  the  actual  existence  of  the  claim  to  jurisdiction 
on  the  part  of  Maine,  as  to  all  the  facts  and  ma- 
terials which  go  the  support  of  our  most  ju^i  right. 
That  subject  was  so  folly,  so  clearly,  so  unan- 
swerably set,  forth  here  yesterday  by  the  gentlemsn 
from  Maine  [Mr.  Evans]  that.  I  certainl  y  can  add 
nothing  te  its  strength.  I  hope  that  his  argument 
.  was  listed  to  by  all  the  members  of  this  House 
!  with  as  much -assiduity  and  attention  as  I  listened 
,  to  it  myself.  If  I  had  any  doubts  on  the  subject 
'before^  I  certainty  could  have  none  after  hearing 
!  that  argument. 

In  lieu  of  ihi<5  bill,  I  understand  that  certain 
resolutions  have  been  offered  here,  as  adopted  by 
the  Senate.  I. do  not  know  that  there  is  any  thing 
1  inconsistent  between  the  bill  and  the  resolutions, 
saving  the  one  that  carries,  at  all  events,  a  face  of 
'  censure  upon  Maiae.  I  would  as  soon  vote  to  set 
fire  to  this  Capitol,  as  I  would  vote  for  any  resolu- 
tion bearing  the  slightest  mark  of  disapprobation 
towards  aay  one  thing  that  Maine  has  done  in  thLs 
controversy.  I  would  do  what  tbe  Legislature  of 
Massachusetts  has  done,  or  what  I  trust  she  has 
done — pass  resolutions  assuming  and  endorsing  all 
that  Maine  has  done,  and  declaring  in  the  face  of 
the  world  that  this  nation  will  unanimously  sup- 
port her  in  all  steps  which  she  may  find  it  neces- 
sary to  take^  consistent  with  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States^  in  the  same  system  of  measures. 
In  reference  to  the  other  resolutions,  I  say  I  do  pot 
know  that  there  would  be  any  inconsistency  in  votj, 
ing  for  them  as  well  as  for  ihis  bill;  though  I  con- 
fess that  the  resolutions,  so  far  as  regards  tbe  indi- 
cations of  what  this  House  and  this  nation  will  do, 
are,  after  all,  but  words.  Still,  I  am  willing  to 
vote  for  ihiem.  They  show  a  good  disposition,  and 
so  far,  they  are  well  enough.  But  this  bill,  set 
forth  in  exlensp,  is  the  rule  of  instructions  which  I 
would  adopt,  and  which,  I  hope,  will  be  adopted  by 
this  House  unanimously,  or  as  nearly  so  as  pos- 
sible. 

Mr.  LaoARX  of  South  Carolina  rose  and  said: 
Mr.  Chairman,  I  have  risen  simply  for  the  purpose 
of  dissenting,,  in  the  most  emphatic  and  solemn 
manner,  froni  what  I  understand  to  be  the  drift  of 
a  part  of  the  arguiiient  of  the  gentleman  from  Mas- 
sachusetts, [Mr.  Adams.]  I  understood  him  to  say 
that  he  disapproves  of  what  appears,  in  the  mes- 
sage of  the  j^resideot  of  the  Unitrd  States,  to  be  an 
intimation  of  doiibt  whether  Maine  ought  to  be  al- 
lowed to  carry  out  ber  claimls  to  their  utmost  extent 
without  the  consent  of  the  General  Government; 
and  I  understood  him  also  to  add  that  a  certain  re- 
solution just  j^assed  by  the  other  branch  of  Con- 
aress  Is  obnoxious  to  censure  on  the  same  ground. 
Now,  I  btLj,  on  behalf  of  my  constituents,  and  I  be- 
lieve l' speak  the  language  of  the  whole  South,  that 
you  must  be  very  careful  to  make  precisely  the  dis- 
tinction which  I  had  the  honor  of  pointing  out  last 
night,  and  upon  which  the  President  bottoms  his 
course  of  policy;  thatjs  to  say^  the  distinctiun  .be- 
tween defending  Maine  against  an  arrogani,  I  had 
talmost  said  an  in^l^lentj  pretension  of  a  foreign  Go- 
ivernment,  and  permission  given  to  Maiae — a  carte 
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hUtnchi — to  enforce  her  claims  against  that  Gro^era- 
ment,  aad  thus  (o  put  herself  as  ranch  in  the  wrong 
in  relation  to  that  Government  as  I  belieTe  that  Go- 
'  7ernment  is  now  in  the  wrong  towards  her  and  us. 
I  do  most  anxiously  beg  this  House  to- make  the 
distiaction. 

Mr.  Adams  rose,  and  asked  leave  to  explain; 
and  Mr.  Lxgare  having  yielded  the  floor  for  that 
purpose —  ,     . 

Mr.  A.  said:  The  gentleman  from  South  Caro- 
lina [Mr.  Lsoare]  has  certainly  misapprehended 
what  I  said,  or  intended  to  say.  I  did  not  mean  to 
Bay  that  I  was  for  giving  to  Maine  a  caru  hUneh4 
to  do  what  she  pleased  in  the  progress  of  this  con- 
troversy; nor  was  it  in  reference  to  any  future  ac- 
tion of  Maine  that  I  made  the  remark  as  to  my  re- 
gret that,  in  this  public  document,  it  is  said  that  the 
President  regretted,  not  what  Maine  might  do,  but 
what  she  had  already  done.  I  spoke  with  reference 
to  the  past  action  of  Maine;  and  when  I  said  that  I 
would  endorse  and  assume  what  she  bad  done,  and 
would  declare  to  her  and  to  the  whole  world  that 
this  nation  would  support  her  in  the  measures 
which  she  had  taken,  I  added  at  the  time  the  words 
"in  any  thini^  she  did  consistent  with  the  Constitu- 
tion of  the  United  States."  I  say  I  distinctly  added 
these  words,  or  words  equivalent  in  import.  This 
was  all  I  said.  I  did  not  undertake  to  say  that 
Maine  would  do  that  which  she  had  no  right  to  do. 
I  did  not  presume  any  such  thing.  I  say  I  will  sup- 
port her  in  what  she  has  doiu,  and  I  regret  that  the 
President  of  the  United  States  has  used  the  language 
he  did. 

Mr.  LcoARE  resumed.  The  momentous  nature 
of  this  occasion  must  plead  my  apology  for  urging 
that  the  gentleman  from  JMassachusettb,  [Mr. 
Adams,]  to  whose  venerable  authority  in  such  mat- 
ters this  House  has  always  manifested  so  much  de- 
ference, will  make  a  more  full  explanation  than  he 
has  just  madi.  His  remarks,  however,  furnish  us 
of  the  South — who  are  willing  to  sustain  and  up- 
hold the  State  of  Maine  so  long  and  so  far  as  her 
cause  is  righteous,  and  so  far  only — with  an  op- 
portunity of  declaring  to  her  that  we  do  not  mean 
that  she  shall  go  beyond  possession,  and  claim  to 
enforce  the  mere  right  by  arms.  She,  then,  must 
be  quiet  for  some  time,  at  all  events.  In  the  ab- 
stract, I  admit,  I  think  her  claim  very  clear.  Eng- 
land does  not  think  it  so  clear;  and,  in  a  contest  in- 
volving such  mighty  consequences,  it  is  presump- 
tuous, nay,  sir,  it  is  crinninal,  in  one  member  of  the 
Conftderacy  to  act  without  reference  to  what  the 
other  members  may  think.  It  is  here  that  a  warn- 
ing voice H)ught  to  be  addressed  to  Maine.  We  are 
bound  to  protect  her,  and  we  are  willing  and  ready 
to  do  so,  come  what  may.  But,  sir,.I  will  never  con- 
sent that  any  State  m  the  UniQU  shall  cut  short,  by 
the  voice  or  under  the  Influences-of  passion,  a  ques- 
tion which  the  Con  f itution  of  the  United  States 
means  to  be  decided -here,  and  here  alone,  with  all 
the  form  and  solemnity  of  legislation.  That  will 
not  do;  and  whatever  we  may  do  here,  I  trust  that 
the  President  of  the  United  Slates  will  know  that 
we  have  voted  with  this  understanding  alone. 

One  word  more.  I  declare  that  I  would  not  trust 
the  President  of  the  United  States  with  the  tremen- 
dous contingent  power  vested  in  him  by  this  bill, 
did  I  not  believe,  from  his  character,,  that  he  will 
be  discreet  in  the  use  of  it,  and  had  he  not  himself 
avowed  that  such  was  hie  purpose. 

REMARKS  OF  MR.  EVERETT, 

ON  THB  SAME  SUBJECT. 

Mr.  EVERETT  said  he  should  not  have  risen 
again  in  this  debate  but  for  some  remarks  that  bad 
fallen  from  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Massa- 
chusetts,* [Mr.  Adams]  He  did  not  know  which 
to  express  most  strongly,  his  regret  or  his  astonish- 
ment at  those  remarks.  That  gentleman  has  been 
justly  considered  as  the  great  champion  of  the 
freedom  of  debate  in  this  Hall;  and  ye^  sir,  on  this 
occasion — on  a  question  of  .vital  importance — nn  a 
question  which  may  compromit  the  peace  of  the 
nation,  the  tendency  of  his  remarks — their  moral 
effect — would  be  as  effectually  to  foreclose  debate 
as  the  famous  gag-resolutions  of  December.  And 
is  it  come  to  thisi  Are  gentlemen,  who  deem  it 
their  duty  to  examine,  in  good  faith,  the  grounds  of 
Uiit  controversy,  to  aseertain,  while  there  is  y^t 


time,  before  the  die  is  east,  whether  our  quarrel  be 
*]ust? .  Are  they  to  be  held  up  to  public  odium  as 
taking  sides  with  the  enemy^as  famishing  him 
with  arguments  and  pretences  for  aggression?  If 
I  hey  should  attempt  to  allav  excitement— to  ex- 
press a  hope  that  the  peace  of  the  country  may  be 
preserved  without  the  menacing  attitude  of  war, 
are  they  to  be  represented  as  enemies  of  their 
countryl  I  trust  not,  sir.  I  trust  we  may  here 
frtely  deliberate  on  every  measure  that  shall  be 
proposed,  whether  of  peace  or  of  war.  However 
much  I  might  differ  from  those  gentlemen,  whd 
may  have  questioned  the  propriety  of  the  coum 
pursued  by  the  Slate  of  Maine,  yet  I  fully  itcoatd 
to  them  the  right  so  to  do,  and  on  this  occasion  I 
cannot  question  the  parity  of  their  motives;  no  one 
can  doubt  their  sincerity  or^their  patriotism.  What, 
sir,  because  a  measure  is  recommended  by  the  Ex- 
ecutive, shall  we  refuse  to  deliberate?  Shall  Con- 
gress surrender  the  power  of  declaring  war  to  the 
Executive?  Never,  sir,  never.  But  the  enemy 
may  hear  our  debates.  And  shall  the  fear  of  this 
restrain  all  debate,  but  on  one  side?  Why,  if  there 
is  this  danger,  was  not  the  Message  conlideniial? 
Why  are  we  not  sitting  with  closed  doors?  Is  it 
the  sole  object,  the  only  legitimate  object  of  this 
debate  to  furnish  additional  excitement  to  the  coun- 
try, already  in  high  excitement  from  other  causes? 
Is  this  the  only  duty  required  of  us?  Will  the  peo- 
ple be  satisfied  wiih  this?  Will  they  not  require  at 
our  hand  a  true  representation  of  the  sute  of  the 
pendinj^  ceniroversy?  And  I  cannot  but  again  re- 
peat my  regret  and  astonishment  that  an  attempt 
should  have  been  made  to  trammel  the  tVeedom  of 
debate  on  this  all-important  subject.  I  do  not  say 
that  the  honorable  gentleman  has,  in  direct  terms, 
denonceed  any  who  have  taken  part  in  this  debate 
as  enemies  of  their  country,  or  that  he  intended  to 
exhibit  them  in  that  odious  light;  but  that  such  ob- 
viously was  the  tendency  of  his  remarks. 

What,  sir,  is  the  present  state  of  the  controver- 
sy, and  what  the  measures  we  propose  to  adopt? 

The  controversy  originated  between  minor  par- 
tie»— the  Governor  of  New  Brunswick  and  the 
State  of  Maine — not  on  the  right  of  property  to 
the  territory  itself,  bot  on  the  right  of  exclusive  ju- 
risdiction until  the  right  of  property  should  be  de- 
termined. This  right  of  jurisdiction  was  claimed 
by  both  parties,  and  both  were  preparing  to  support 
their  claims  by  arms. 

In  this  state  of  threatening  hostility,  the  higher 
powers  interfered— the  Federal  Government  and 
the  Government  of  Great  Briiaia.  The  hitter 
rested  her  claim  to  jurisdiction  on  an  alleged  agree- 
ment with  the  United  States.  We  denied  the 
agreement  and  called  on  the  British  Minister  for 
the  proof,  and  he  referred  the  object  to  his  Go- 
vernment. The  point  in  issue  between  the  two 
Gtovemments  was  the  alleged  agreement.  Thus 
stood  the  controversy  as  stated  in  the  message  of 
the  26th.  On  the  next  day  the  Secretary  of  State 
and  the  British  Bftinister  entered  into  an  arrange- 
ment for  tl)e  suspension  of  hoslilijies,  until  the 
final  settlement  of  the  territorial  dispute,  or  until 
the  Governments  of  the  United  States  and  Great 
Britain  should  come  to  some  definitive  conclusion 
upon  the  subordinate  point  upon  which  they  are 
now  at  issue.  Such  is  the  arrangement  they  re- 
commend to  the  Governor  of  New  Brunswick 
and  the  Stale  of  Maine.  And  in  this  state  of  the 
contrfFverey,  what  is  necessary  now  to  be  done  by 
Congress?  In  my  opinion^  nothing,  or,  at  most, 
nothing  more  than  to  pass  the  4th  and  5th  sections 
of  the  bill  before  us,  provide  funds  for  any  contin- 
gency, and  for  a  special  mission.  Had  such  been 
the  recommendation  of  the  President,  who  can 
doubt  it  would  have  been  adopted?  It  is  true  that 
the  arrangement  is  in  terms  only  recommendatory, 
yet  who  doubts  that  it  will  be  acceded  toby  the  Go- 
vernor of  New  Brunswick?  He  will  never  take 
the  responsibility  of  involving  his  country  in  war 
against  the  earnest  recommendation  of  the  minis- 
ter of  his  Government.  We  ought  to  act  on  the 
presumption  that  he  will  aeoede  to  it,  and  surely 
that  Maine  will  accede  to  it ;  that  they  will  both 
voluntarrly  accede  to  it.  And  I  ask,  is  it  policy  to 
superadd  a  menace  to  one  of  the  partiei?  May 
not  its  tendency  be  to  wound  the  pride  of  the  one, 
and  to  odd  eBcouragiftg  0>^*«tt^<  to  ^  i^fkn^   I 


jwry-  moeh  fear  its  effbets  on  beth.   Aq4  wliit  ji 
the  loetsure  now  proposed? 

The  tot  section  of  this  bill  auteriaeB  the  hitl' 
dent  to  call  out  the  militia  for  a  parpon  not  if 
thorized  by  the  Constitution;  if  not,  it  is  whoBr 
nnneoesaary.    If  the  attempt  to  take  ponanoi«r     i 
the  disputed  territory  by  an  araied  foree  ii  u  in- 
vasion of  the  territory  of  a  State,  thea  tbit  swtiei     j 
is  unnecessary;  if  not  an  invasion,  thea  the  ed^ 
out  of  the  militia  to  resist  the  altenpt  isaot  a  case 
within  the  Constitution.    It  is  the  set  of  makng 
war,  and  cannot  be  delegated.   To  CoBKren  iAon 
belongs  the  power  todecUire  war.   'TbeMcflad 
section  authorizes  the  President  to  rMse  ao  vmf 
of  twenty  regiments,  on  a  oootinKeney,  of  wU 
he  alone  is  the  judge.    For  one,  I  dioald  ke  u- 
willing  to  delegate  this  authority,  even  if  veM 
the  power;  and  more  especially  as  Geugrm  mij 
be  convened  in  sixty  days.    Ajid  of  what  poBBible 
use  would  it  be,  during  this  ehort  intervaL  to  fiait 
this  poweit    If  raised,   they  would  eenaialy  be 
more  efi!<ccti  ve  than  militia.    But  they  eoold  aaroe* 
ly  be  begun  to  be  raised  within  that  period.  Aad 
what  is  the  objeot  of  thus  hastily  raising  this  amy 
of  twenty  regiments    Merely  tomeetibep^nnMe 
contingency  that   the  Governor  of  New  BniM> 
wick  will  refuse  to  accede    to  the  arraageaeat;  a 
bare  possibility,  if  it  is  to  be  left  to  his  voliati^ 
action.    But,  should  this   contingencf  happea,  ii 
not  the  power  to  call  out  the  militia  suffieiaat  for 
the  occasion?    Is  it  not  the  only  power  yon  caa  ef- 
fectually nse  until  Congress  shall  cooveael  Whil 
is  this  section,  then,  but  mere  menace?   Why  pot 
it?    What  good  purpose  can  it  serve?  Bat,  «,ir 
it  be  among  the  poasibles  that  this  bill  shosU  ba 
used,  in  the  tone,  temper,  and  manner  iodiesKdbr 
the  honorable  geniiemaa  from  Maasaohaseift,  \lb, 
Adams,]  it  would  from  a  decisive  objectioa  to  ia 

eassage.    I  understood  him  to  say  that  he  'teotf 
ave  this  bill  placed  at  the  head  of  the  iaanaeMai 
of  the  special  minister;  and  that  the  instntita^ 
thus  headed,  should  be  ordered  to  beeoamoiiieiMi 
in  ixUnto  to  the  British  Gtovernmenl !  War  wmU 
be  the  necessary  conseqaence.    The  feeblest^- 
veramenton  earth  would  refuse  to  negotiate  oadv 
such  a  menace,  thus  preaenled.    If,  I  repeat,  kk 
among  the  possibles  that  this  bill  ahonUibe  vi 
in  this  tone,  temper,  and  manner,  it  would  fot«,il  \ 
my  mind,  an  insuperable  objection  to  ita  ps«ap( '  i 
and  I  cannot  but  repeat  my  re^gret  and  Hittw^ 
ment  that  sueh  a  purpose  should  have  bees  iM^ 'j 
cated.  ' 

I  cannot  bring  myself  to  believe  it  pOMbtoW  ! 
twonatioMto  be  brought  inio  conflict  ot  a  atfij 
collateral  question — en  a  question,  too,  which  sMj^"-] 
for  the  present  to  be  put  at  rest  by  the  arnapMt;, 
already  made;  and  I  have  again  to  exprcn  vMi*  ' 
gret  that  the  great  point  of  the  coatroffiy*^  i 
right  to  the  territory— has  not  long  ago  been  bfOip^  \ 
to  a  doae.  To  the  two  Governments  .it  batosgtg^ 
settle  that  controversy;  and  when  the  Pre*>****J 
inform  Congrtss  that  all  negotiatioasareataaW 
it  will  then  take  immediate  measures  tn  pot  i^ 
State  of  Maine  in  poeaeaaion  of  all  thalbebacuP 

IftA*  ^  s 


her. 


REMARKS  OP  MR.  TILUNGHAST,, 

OR  THB  8AMB   SUniBCT. 

A  suggestion  being  made  by  Mr. 
Virginia,  that  some  alteratioa  night  be 
first  section  of  the  bill  to  make  it  conform 
geslion  of  the  gentleman  ftom  MassachasM 
ADABia]  respecting  the  phrase  "Jker  daimta 
sive  furisdiction'' — 

Mr.  TILLINGHAST   rose  and  said  h» 
marked  th^  passage  in  the  bill  with  a  viewlr 
mit  to  the  consideration  of  the  Hoaoe, «  ^ 
committee  who  reported  the  bill,  the  prepli 
subSstHuting  some  form  of  ftxpreasioft  ihit 
more  strictly  conform  to  what  he  believed  isbt 
state  of  the  fhcts  before  then.    He  did  m^r' 
insist  on  a  verbal  ameiHlneBt;  tulesa  H 
prove  acceptable  to  the  commiftea 
as  a  modification,  but  asked  their 
alteration  by  striking  out  the  wnrdi 
arms  her  claim,**  and  inserting  In  ther 
by  any  p6wer  or  AinetioBary  auBtiagfori 
ment  of  G^at  Britam,   to  eafocef  If 
ao  that  U  Ngbt  Km^^^nM 
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tempt  00  the  part  of  Great  Britab,  or  by  aity  power 
or  fanctionary  acting  for  the  Qovemmeat  of  Qreat 
Britain,  to  enforce  by  arms  any  claim  to  exclo- 
in  j^isdietion  over  that  pan  of  the  Slate  of 
Mtine/'  cic 

Great  Britain  had  set  up  a  claim  to  the  fem/ory, 
vfaieh claim  was  now  under  negotiation;  bot  the 
qoeMion  now  is  up  >n  another  supposed  claim,  viz: 
a  claim  to  the  immediate  ezclusiTe  jwriidieHon. 

By  the  present  terms  of  the  bill  it  seemed  to  be, 
asnuBcd  that  the  Goyernment  of  Qreat  Britain  had 
let  up  and  asserted  to  oar  GoTernment  a  claim,  as 
ibr  claim,  to  this  exclusive  jurisdiction  pending  the 
gegotiation;  it  seemed  to  be  implied,  also,  that  she 
vu  preparing  to  enforce  that  claim   by  arms. 
Nov,  although  it  wat  evident  that  a  belief  was 
entertained  by  Provincial  and  diplomatic  agents  of 
Grest  Britain,  that  an  agreement  existed  between 
the  two  Governments  far  more  extensive  than  the 
leal  arrangement,  and  conceding  to  (he  British  au- 
thorities the  exclusive  jurisdiction  over  the  whole 
disputed  territory  until  the  controversy  should  be 
ihiaily  adjusted,  (as  to  which,  it  was  not  difficult 
ID  perceive  how  they  had  been  led  to  and  left  in 
mch  a  belief,)  and  although  Sir  John  Harvey,  as 
Governor  of  New  Brunswick,  had  manifestly  acted 
aader  such  a  belief,  yet,  in  any  of  the  documents 
OF  eorrespondence  to  which  the  House  had  access, 
all  of  which  he  had  carefully  examined,  he  had  not 
found  that  Great  Britain  had  asserted  to  our  Gk)- 
vemmeni  this  distinct  claim,  and  ihus  made  it  her 
claim,  and  one  which  Ae  was  to  stand  to  and  abide 
'  by,  unless  the  recent  note  of  Mr.  Fox  could  be 
viewed  in  that  light.      But,   in   that   note,    Mr. 
Fox  does  not  so  much  appear  to  intend   to   set 
up  a  claim,  as  to  refer  to  what  he  supposed  was 
a  fact,  to  a  supposed  agreement   by   which  the 
parties  were  to  be  governed;  and  when    the   ex- 
istence of  such  an  agreement  is  explicitly  denied 
by  our  Government,  he  does  not   thereupon   as- 
aert  a  claim  lo  the  jurisdiction  as  the  claim   of 
his  Government,*  but,  after  protesting,  to  save  all 
rights,  be  says,  in  effect,  that  he  is  not  prepared 
with  evidence  of  such  an  agreement,  and  that  he 
will  not  commit  his  Government  by  any  declara- 
tion of  its  intentions  in  that  particular  until  he  re- 
ceives its  specific  instructions.    So,  he  thought,  (he 
Bote  of  Mr.  Fox  must  be  coostnied.    Certainly,'  it 
•ecmed  to  him,  there  was  nothing  in  that  note  or  in 
the  subsequent  pacific  and  satisfactory  step  taken 
by  the  British  Minister,  which  indicated  that  hostile 
iBteniions  were  entertained  by  the  British  Govern- 
BienL     And,  he  wculd  add,  that  af^er  due  reflec- 
tion upon  the  present  feelings  of  the  people  of  the 
two  nations  towards  each  other— uplon  the  deep 
aense  which  both  appeared  to  entertain  of  the  ne- 
eeasity  of  peace  to  their  highest  and  best  interests — 
and  open  the  pacific  and  friendly  dispositions  which 
Ifacve  was  every  reason  to  believe  were  felt,  and 
which  op  to  this  moment  were  mutually  manifest- 
ad  by  both  Governments — few,  if  any,  could  seri- 
DQsIy  suppose  that  a  state  of  war  between  the  two 
nations  was  about  to  arise  from  the  matter  now  in 
Question.    Hel)e)ieved  the  difliculty  would  be  ad- 
justed, as  it  ought  loikg  since  to  have  been,  by  ne-  * 
Botiation.  And  he  was  not  disposed  to  place  Greet 
Britain,  in  (he  negotiation,  upon  ground  in  advance 
if  that  which,  he  believed,  she  actually  occupied, 
[f  she  had  shch  such  a  claim,  which  her  Govern- 
■eot  was  prepared  to  stand  by  as  her  claim,  he 
lijBleiTed  that  she  should  bring  it  forward  by  and 
iDf  herself,  and  distinctly  assert  it  to  our  Govern- 
acBt.     He  would  not  appear  to  concede,  by  the 
oms  of  the  bill,  that  she,  as  a  nation,  had  made  or 
Appted  the  claim,  when  it  might  (urn  out,  and,  if 
ygge  wmn  no  undisclosed  transactions,  he  thought 
^Iftiisl  turnout,  that  she  might  not  choose  to  make 


REMARKS  OF  MR  GRANT, 
Of  New  York, 

^k€  JfoiMe  ^IZepresenfoftvfS,  February  S8, 1839-- 
f>ii  the  bill  te  provide  for  taking  sixth  census  of 
enumeration  of  jhe  inhabitants  of  the  United 
0taie9. 

Mr.  Sfcakxr:  I  rise  not  for  the  pnrpoie  of  ma- 
nor do  I  iotend  to  diseuas  the  merits 
am  by  no  ntnna  ambitioui,  aape- 


fgm  a  speech. 


cially  at  this  late  period  of  the  session,  of  being 
numbered  among  the  debaters  upon  this  floor,  nor 
do  I  consider  it  important  to  my  private  interest  to 
publish  a  book  for  distribution  among  my  consti- 
tuents. With  them  I  have  no  particular  accounts  to 
settle — no  re-election  to  secure — no  puuHar  poaUUm 
to  explain,  and  were  I  inclined  to  follow  the  exam- 
ple that  Has  just  been  given  us,  and  waste  some 
hears  of  the  vastly  precious  and  important  time  of 
this  House,  in  a  discussion  upon  matters  and  things 
in  general,  it  would  be  without  excuse.  Being 
aware  as  1  am  of  the  vast  amount  of  busmess  now 
lying  upon  your  table  undisposed  of,  and  how 
much  the  public  interest  is  suffering  for  want  of  the 
early  action  of  Congress,  I  should  be  recreant  to 
my  own  duty,  and  faithless  to  those  whom  I  was 
sent  to  represent,  should  I  contribute  my  voice  to 
any  further  waste  of  time. 

When  I  took  a  seat  in  this  hall,  in  marking  out 
the  course  I  should  pursue,  J  resolved  to  engage  in 
no  debate,  unless  under  extraordinary  circum- 
stances, except  upon  some  question  immediately 
affecting  my  constituents.  Thus  far  have  I  lived 
up  to  the  letter  and  spiri^f  this  resolution,  and  I 
would  not  now,  at  this  late  hour  of  the  night,  tres- 
pass upon  the  indulgence  of  the  House,  did  I  not 
consider  that  after  the  yctj  extraordinary  remarks 
of  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  [Mr.  Graves]  to 
b^  longer  silent,  would  be  criminal.  To  me,  sir, 
the  course  taken  by  the  gentleman  has  been  entire^ 
ly  inexplicable.  Yes,  and  without  excuse.  No 
one  who  has  listened  to  his  political  tirade — to  his 
repetftion  of  the  often  refdted  calumnies,  annually 
published  against  the  Administration,  but  has  been 
convinced  of  the  hoitude  for  which  they  were  in- 
tended. When  I  called  the  gentleman  to  order, 
he  was  animadverting  upon  the  New  York  elec- 
tions; supposing  he  had  wholly  forgotten  the  bill  un- 
der consideration,  I  desired  to  set  him  right ^ 
but  I  must  concede  to  him  great  consistency  for 
making  a  long  speech  without  devoting  any  part  of 
it  in  particular  to  the  question  before  the  House. 
How  deeply  interested  the  gentleman  may  be  in  the 
approaching  Kentucky  elections,  or  what  account 
he  may  be  called  upon  to  mttle  with  his  constitu- 
ents, I  know  not;  yet  I  envy  not  the  honor  or  situa- 
tion of  the  Representative  who  has  a  constituency 
that  are  to  be  satisfied  only  with  such  labors,  wUk 
muk  trash.  The  gentleman  desired  a  reconsidera- 
tion of  the  vote  fixing  the  pay  of  the  marshals  of 
Tennessee  at  (200,  avowedly  for  the  purpose  of 
reducing  them  to  the  same  aggregate  amount  with 
the  fees  paid  to  the  marshals  of  Kentucky.  But 
no  sooner  does  the  motion  prevail,  than  we  find 
the  gentleman  abandoning  the  subject  and  each  of 
the  States,  soon  ensconcing  himself  in  the  room  oc- 
eupied  by  the  Investigating  Committee  in  the  city 
of  New  York,  and  there  listening  to  the  testimony 
relating  to  the  amount  of  (axes  imposed  upon  office 
holders  to  cany  on  the  New  York  elections.  The 
next  moment  we  find  him  reading  from  some 
printed  book,  which  purported  to  contain  an  ac- 
count of  that  investigation.  VHiat  this  book  can 
be,  or  where  he  procured  it,  is  beyond  my  know- 
ledge. It  is  known  to  us  all  that  the  proceedings 
of  that  committee  have  not  been  made  public,  nor 
are  they  publishnd  in  any  other  manner  than  in 
their  journal.  Whether  the  tnajoiUy  have  extend- 
ed to  the  gentleman  a  favor  that  has  not  been 
granted  by  the  minority  to  any  of  their  friends,  and 
furnished  him  their  journal,  I  am  not  informed; 
nor  am  I  disposed  to  complain  of  any  advantage 
which  that  gentleman  may  have  over  myself  in 
keeping  himself  advised  of  the  proceedings  of  that 
committee. 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  have  risen  for  another  purpose 
and  with  a.  different  object.  The  gentleman,  not 
content  with  his  visit  to  the  city  of  New  York  and 
his  attack  upon  its  Democratic  citizens,  has  poached 
upon  my  fallow  ground;  has  gone  into  my  district, 
and  most  grossly  assailed  the  Administration  for 
retaining  in  office  a  man  by  the  name  of  Smith  as 
postmaster  at  New  London,  who,  he  says,  is  guilty 
of  various  high  criminal  offences,  and  has  fled 
from  MassachRFetls  under  an  indictment  for  forgery, 

[Here  Mr.  Graves  remarked,  that  it  was  not  in 
Mr.  Grant's  district,  but  in  Mr.  Foster's,  and  that 
he  had  so  expressly  charged.] 

ttr,  I  believe  I  kikow  my  own  diatrlet^  and  moet 


certainly  should  feel  not  a  little  mortified  were  I 
not  as  well  acquainted  with  its  limits  and  my  own 
constituents  as  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky. 
He  has  laid  the  venue  of  this  transaction  at  New 
London,  Oneida  county.  That  place,  sir,  is  in  my 
district;  and,  although  in  the  county  where  my 
colleague  [Mr.  Foster]  resides,  I  am  well  ac- 
quainted with  its  location  and  with  masy  of  its 
highly  respectable  inhabitants.  We  are  told  that 
these  charges  are  known  to  my  colleague,  [Mr. 
Foster:]  that  they  have  been  made  known  at  the 
Post  Office  Department  and  substantiated  by  proof, 
and  that  this  Mr.  Smith,  with  all  his  sins  upon  his 
head,  is  still  retained  in  office.  I  regret  much  the 
absence  of  my  colleague,  who,  were  he  here, 
could,  and  I  have  no  doubt  would,  give  a  per- 
fectly satisfactory  explanation  of  this  matter.  But, 
sir,  as  to  myself,  I  disavow  all  knowledge  of  the 
charges  thus  sweepingly  made  against  this  post- 
master, and  aver  that  this  is  the  first  time  that  I 
ever  heard  of  them.  I  go  further:  I  give  no  credit 
to  their  truth,  and  in  this  coLclusion  am  greatly 
strengthened  by  my  confidence  in  the  able  and  in- 
defatigable individual  who  so  faithftilly  presides 
over  the  General  Post  Office  Department.  I  be- 
lieve this  to  be  one  of  the  thousand  and  one 
calumnies  that  are  daily  heaped  upon  the  Adminis- 
tration. 

[Here  Mr.  Graves  inquired  if  the  gentleman 
from  New  York  intended  to  charge  him  with  utter- 
ing a  calumny.] 

Mr.  Speaker,  the  gentleman  has  toM  us  that 
proof  of  these  charges  bad  been  furnished  to  the 
Postmaster  General;  and  upon  that  proof  he  has 
been  called  upon  to  remove  Smith,  but  has  not  done 
so.  Now,  sir,  I  wish  the  gentleman  expressly  to 
understand,  thai  1  allege  neither  that  the  charges  are 
true  or  false,  nor  do  1  care  by  whom  they  are  utter- 
ed; but  if  the  gentleman  pretends  that  prenf  of  the 
truth  of  these  charges  has  Keen  furnished  to  the 
Postmaster  General,  and  he  has  relused  to  dismiss 
Smith,  this  I  deny;  this  I  charge  to  be  a  calumny,  I 
feel  warranted  in  this  expression,  from  my  confi- 
dence in  the  integrity,  ability,  and  faithfulness  of 
that  distinguished  public  officer,  the  Postmaster  Ge- 
neral. With  Smith  I  am  not  acquainted,  but  know 
full  well  that  he  would  have  been  removed  at  once 
had  such  charges  been  substantiated  against  him. 
Had  Smith  possessed  the  character  that  has  been 
charged  upon  him,  and  efforts  been  made  to  effect 
bis  removal,  is  it  to  be  supposed  that  I  could  have 
held  a  seat  upon  (his  floor  for  two  yeais  without 
having  heard  of  these  proceedings?  It  is  possible, 
yet  scarcely  possible,  but  far  from  being  probable, 
that  such  a  state  of  things  would  have  existed  with- 
out my  knowledge. 

But,  Mr.  Speaker,  there  are  other  portions  of  the 
gentleman's  remarks  that  filled  me  with  greater  sur- 
prise, and  fell  more  harshly  upon  my  ear,  than  any 
to  which  I  have  alluded. 

The  honorable  member  has  seen  fit  to  avail  him- 
self of  this  occasion  to  make  a  rude,  grops,  and 
wholly  unprovoked  attack  upon  a  high-minded,  ho- 
norable, and  distinguished  individual  residing  in  the 
northern  part  of  New  York,  [Mr.  Gillet,]  who 
formerly  was  a  member  of  this  House.  What  pos- 
sible connection  this  part  of  his  speech  has  with  the 
bill  now  before  us,  I  must  confess  my  inability  to 
discover.  That  I  may  not  be  wrong  in  my  quota- 
tion, I  call  upon  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  to 
know  whether  he  used  the  language  I  have  taken 
down,  as  I  wish  to  use  the  very  words  used  by  him. 
In  speaking  of  this  gentleman,  he  remarked  'Mhat 
he  did  not  know  what  office  he  had  the  capacity  to 
fill." 

[Mr.  Graves  admitted  that  he  made  use  of  such 
or  similar  words.] 

He  also  informed  us,  in  a  sneering,  sarcastic 
manner,  evidently  designed  to  reflect  upon  Mr. 
Gillet,  that  when  he  returned  here  last  fall,  he  was 
surprised  to  find  him  s(rolIing'  about  the  Capitol, 
and  had  the  curiosity  to  inquire  his  business,  and 
then  learned  that  he  held  some  office  as  Indian 
agent  under  the  Government,  with  the  pay  of  |8 
per  day. 

What  .<:hould  have  called  forth  such  remarks 
from  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  [Mr.  Graves] 
I  am  entirely  unable  to  conceive,  and  why  he 
ahould  assail  such  an  individual  at  this  time,-  and 
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in  a  place  where  be  knew  Mr.  Gillet  could  not 
in  person  make  any  defence,  is,  to  me,  matter  of 
great  wonder.  Sir,  1  enyy  not  the  honor  or  the  hap- 
piness of  any  man  who  will  take  advantage  of  his 
privileges  upon  this  floor  to  gratify  private  malice, 
or  wilt  attack  the  character  of  a  private  citizen, 
who^  by  your  rules,  canhot  be  admitted  within  the 
bar  of  this  Hall. 

In  he  selection  of  his  victim,  however,  the  gen- 
lleman  could  not  have  been  more  unfortunate. 
The  character  of  the  individual  thus  assailed  re- 
quires no  studied  eulogy  at  my  hands,  and  I  can 
assure  the  gentleman  that  no  remarks  of  his,  here 
or  elsewhere,  can  affect  that  character  in  the  slight- 
est degree  in  the  estimation  of  those  to  whom  Mr. 
Qillet  is  personally  known. 

Mr.  Gillet  is  not  a  consiiiuent  of  mine,  but  re- 
sides at  some  distance  from  me;  yet  it  has  been  my 
good  fortune  to  be  one  of  his  acquaintances,  and  it 
is  with  pleasure  I  am  able  to  state  that  I  am  welt 
and  intimately  acquainted  with  him.  Sir,  I  desire 
to  make  no  unfair  or  invidious  comparisons,  nor  do 
I  believe  I  disparage  the  hopes,  standing  or  ambi- 
tion of  any  one,  when  I  state  my  conviction,  that 
no  man  who  holds  a  seal  upon  this  floor  possesses 
taient,  ihtesrity  and  industry  in  a  more  e^minent 
degree  than  Mr.  Qillet.  Twice  was  he  elected, 
with  a  most  decisive  vote,  a  Representative  to  this 
House,  and  of  him  truly  is  it  said,  that  no  man 
ever  possessed  more  fully  the  confldence  of  his 
constituents.  So  popular  was  he  in  his  own  dis- 
trict, and  so  justly  were  his  talents  and  public  ser- 
vices appreciated,  that  had  not  a  practice  existed  in 
our  State,  where  a  district  is  composed  of  two 
.  counties,  to  take  the  member  alternately  from  each, 
he  would  have  been  continued  as  a  Representative 
to  this  day.  His  successor  is  from  the  other  county 
in  his  district. 

But  really,  are  we  gravely  told'  that  this  indi- 
vidual i^  without  capacity — that  he  has  not  the 
requisite  qualifications  to  discharge  the  duties  of  any 
oflice?  Can  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  be  sin- 
cere in  this  declaration?  Does  he  soppa^e  that  any 
man  who  knows  Mr.  Oillet,  will  helieve  him?  And 
by  whom  are  these  charges  made?  Are  they  pre- 
ferred by  a  man  who  was  a  member  of  this  House 
at  the  same  time  with  Mr.  Gill^t?  I  understand 
that  both  of  these  gentlemen  were  members  ol  the 
last  Congre^.  Will  the  gentleman  please  advise 
me  whether  this  is  s6? 

[Mr.  Graves  replied  in  the  affirmative.] 

Then,  sir,  this  avowal  only  adds  to  my  surprise; 
and  I  must  further  inquire  of  the  gentleman  where 
he  kept  himself  during  the  period  that  Mr.  Gillet 
was  so  industriously  and  efficiently  engaged  in  the 
business  of  this  House?  Did  he  ever  listen  to  his 
able  speeches,  or  ever  read  his  elaborate,  compre- 
hensive and  able  reports?  Does  he  know  to  what 
(;^mmittees  be  was  assigned,  and  the  labors  be 
thsn  performed?  If  so,  all  must  have  escaped  and 
passed  from  him  like  the  visions  of  a  dream.  No 
man  ever  discharged  his  duties  with  more  scrupu- 
lous fidelity.  No  man  ever  labored  with  more  un- 
tiring zeal  or  disinterested^  devotion  for  the  interest 
of  his  constituents,  nor  were  the  efforts  of  any  indi- 
vidual more  justly  appreciated  by  those  whom  he 
immediately  represented.  His  published  speeches 
and  reports  displayed  a  comprehensive  mind,  and 
great  research;  and  of  the  lalte^,  there  are  those 
still  on  the  files  of  this  House  which  would  do  cre- 
dit not  only  to  any  member  on  this  floor,  but  to 
any  statesman  in  our  country.  A  yet,  a  man  is 
found,  who  will  rise  in  his  place,  and  on  an  unim- 
important  motion  to  reduce  certain  fees  allowed  to 
the  marshals  of  Tennessee,  declare  that  this  indi- 
vidual has  no  captuUy^^  vi^ia^obU  of  dxicharging 
the  duties  of  any  qjSUce,  To  such  a  man,  and  under 
such  circumstances,  I  say  the  charge  is  made 
either  from  ignoranoe  vr  wantonness. 

[Here  the  Speakxr  Interposed  and  called  the 
gentleman  from  New  York  to  order.] 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  design  not  to  violate  any  of  the 
rules  of  this  body,  nor  give  offence  to  any  of  its 
members;  .but  I  cannot  refrain  from  expressing  my 
mind  in  language  that  is  not  to  be  misunderstood. 

Does  the  gentleman  wish  to  know  why  it  it  is 
that  Mr.  Gillet  is  occassional ly  to  be  seen  in  and 
about  this  Capitol?  If  so,  I  will  explain  to  him, 
and  will  assure  the  gentleman  that  Bit.  Gillet  has 


the  same  right  to  stroll  ^about  this  Capitol  at  the 
tune  of  |8  per  diem,  as  he  has  himself.  Pdssessiag ' 
the  confidence  of  the  President  for  capacity,  inte- 
grity, and  general  fitness.  Mr.  Gillet,  some  time 
since,  was  honored  with  tne  appointment  of  United 
States  Commissioner,  to  treat,  and  to  make  treaties 
with  the  Six  Nations  of  Indians,  in  the  State  of 
New  York,. and  is  heie  in  the  dij<charg^  of  his 
public  duties  as  such  commissioner.  I  can  aho 
further  inform  the  gentleman,  if  he  is  not  already^ 
aware  of  the  fact,  that  the  confidence  of  the  Pre-" 
side nt  h&s  not  been  misplaced,  and  that  his  duties 
have  been  discharged  with  great  credit,  abilUtyt  and 
faithfulness. 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  am  admonished;  that  already  t 
have  consumed  more  of  the  time  of  the  Hou!<e 
than  I  intended,  and  yet  trust  there  is  a  sufficient 
excuse  in  the  peculiar  occasion  that  so  unexpected- 
ly called  me  up;  I  will  add  no  more,  except  the 
earnest  hope  that  we  may  at  once  proceed  to  dispose 
of  this  bill. 

Note. — Mr.  Grant,  we  understand,  immediately 
chlled  at  the  Post  Office  Department,  and  ascertain- 
ed the  facts  in  the  case  of  Smith,  who  had  been 
removed  more  than  a  month  befoie.  The  next 
morning  af^er  the  reading  of  the  journal,  he  rose 
and  alluding  to  the  debate  of  the  preceding  day, 
asked  leave  to  make  an  explanation.  Objection 
was  made,  and  he  moved  lo  dispense  with  the 
rules,  which  was  negatived.  It  is  believed  that  Mr. 
Graves  was  one  of  those  who  voted'against  suspension. 
Having  given  utterance  to  calumnious  chai|;es, 
he  had  not  the  justice  to  permit  the  truth  to  be 
told! 


SPEECH  OF  MR.  CUTHBERT, 

Or  Georgia- 
In  Senate,  February  20,   1839--On  Mr.  Critten- 
den's bill  to  prevent  the  interference  of  certain 
Federal  officers  in  elections. 
Mr.  CUTHBERT  rose  and  addressed  the  Senate 
as  follows: 

Mr.  Pkesibent:  When  I  obtained  the  floor  on 
Saturday  last,  my  health  was  much  better  than  it 
has  been  since,  and,  though  I  bad  made  some  little 
preparation,  so  far  as  regards  embodying  my  posi- 
tions, I  have,  ever  since  that  day,  been  stme rin^ 
under  severe  indisposition — ^too  severe  to  permit 
me  to  give  that  attention  to  the  subject  which  its 
importance  deserves.  This  I  regard  not  so  much 
on  my  owi)  account  as  on  the  account  of  the  Se- 
nate; and  I  have  therefore  determined  not  to  keep 
back  the  debate,  but  to  proceed  in  the  condition  I 
am  in. 

I  think  the  honorable  Senator  f)rom  Kentucky 
[Mr.  Crittenden]  will  himself,  admit  that  the  evii 
should  be  great  and  evident,  and  that  its  influences 
should  be  powerful  and  dangerous,  to  justify  so  ex- 
traordinary a  corrective  as  that  proposed  by  him. 
For  the  purpose  of  diminishing  the  patipnage  of 
the  Ejoecutive,  the  bill  introduced  by  him  proposes 
to  disfranchise  a  large'  portion  of  the  citiz^n^  of  the 
United  States^  to  divest  them  of  the  righti  and  pri- 
vileges secured  to  them  by  the  Constitution,  and 
inherited  from  theiri^ancest^rs,  and  to  subject  them 
to  fine  and  imprisonment,  and  perpetual  aisquallfi- 
calion  from  holding  office  under  the  Government. 
The  question  is,  does  such  an  evil  exist.  Do 
we  feel  that  in  America'  such  extraordinary  mis^ 
chiefs  flow  from  the  influence  of  patronage,  that ' 
the  liberty  of  speech,  which  is  not  only  sweet  liber- 
ty itself,  but  the  guardian  of  every  principle  on 
which  liberty  is  founded,  should  be  sacrilegiously 
invaded?  The  question  is  fairly  stated.  The  re^ 
medy  should  only  be  used  where  some  great  evil 
exists,  and  the  inquiry  should  therefore  be  made, 
Does  the  evii  exlsil  For  the  reason  that  the  dis- 
cussion on  this  subject  has  been  very  amjile.  and 
that  the  bill  has  been  strictly  examined  in  all  its 
details,  I  shall  content  myself  with  only  stating  ge- 
neral principles,  and  confining  myself  to  the  ex- 
amples cited  by  the  Senator  from  Kentucky,  and 
inquire  whether  there. is  any  parallel  in  this  coun- 
try, fo  far  as  the  results  flowing  from  the  exercise 
of  patronage  are  concerned,  with  the  t^ountry  from, 
whence  we  derived  our  origin.  The  example  Of 
:  Englapd  has  been  exultingly   appealed  to  by  the 


Senator:  England,  England,  is  all  that  we  hnt 
from  the  gentleman.  English  philosophical  wrl- 
tens  have  been  quoted;  j^glish  orators  have  beea 
{appealed  lo,  and  English  statutes  have  been  para- 
;ded  before  the  Senate,  in  support  of  this  high-hand- 
ed and  extraordinary  assault  on  the  liberty  of^ 
citixen.  Is  ft  so,  that  that  which  is  good  in  Eog-  , 
land  must  necessarily  be  so  in  America?  Is  tSe 
jstructure  of  society  tne  same  in  both  coan tries;  and 
do  the  institutions  ef  England  rest  on  the  saa»  ' 
foondauons  as  ourst  No:  a  st^ong  contrast  may 
be  found,  not  a  similitude:  not  an  agreement,  bot 
a  wide  and  essential  diflerence  of  law.s  and  customs 
of  the  two  countries  from  each  other.  I  hare  no 
doubt  but  the  Senator,  like  myself,  is  eonsciou 
that  the  glorious  institutions  of  his  country,  thoagh 
some  evils  may  exist  in  them,  stand  as  a  mark  of 
admiration  for  the  rest  of  the  world.  If  so,  tben 
haii  he,  incautiously,  perhaps,  be«n  betrayed  by 
party  feeling  into  the  introduction  of  a  measare 
which  brings  his  own  country  into  comparison  vldi 
a  country  and  state  of  society  which  cannot  be 
compared  with  her  without  disparagement. 

Mr.  President,  perhaps  we  could  judge  this  case 
more  clearly,  if,  in  a  simple  manner,  we  ioqnired 
under  what  institutions  of  Government^  and  under 
what  state  of  society,  patronage  becomes  a  power- 
ful principle,  capable  of  producing  such  great  ef- 
fects as  to  require  an  extraordinary  remedy:  also, 
under  what  form  of  Government,  and  in  whatstate 
of  society,  it  is  a  principle  that  works  mischief,  and 
'is  therefore  to  be  counteracted  by  means  dangeroos 
to  the  best  principles  of  Government.  Lei  us  then 
bring  this  English  example,  that  has  b^en  so  admir- 
ed^ into  comparison  with  ouis  in  regard  to  this 
matter. 

What  are  the  institutions  of  that  Governmeit, 
and  what  is  the  structure  of  society  m  tiiai 
country,  where  patronage  is  a  formidable  piinaple 
to  be  met  by  powerful  means,  lest  it  should  over- 
turn public  liberty?  It  is  ihat  Government,  and 
that  state  of  society,  in  which  the  Grovemmeni  & 
in  the  possession  of  a  particular  class  of  sotintf, 
and  that  class  not  the  most  numerous,  who  ar>  ia  | 
their  feelings  and  opinions  to  be  influenced  \ff 
such  patronage.  This  is  the  first  condition  of  so-  i 
ciety  in  which  patronage  is  so  powerful  that  it  | 
should  be  watched  with  jealousy.  The  next  eon- 
dition  of  that  society  is  this:  that  the  Executive  «r 
patronizing  power  should  have  the  means  of  draw-  i 
ing  to  itself  the  products  of  the  labor  of  the  p»- 
ducing  classes.  And  the  third  condition  of  t^i 
society  ii,  that  there  should  be  those  establidaeili 
in  the  country  which  would  enable  the  Execotrve 
so  to  extend  that  patronage  as  to  keep  down  tk 
governed  class.  If  any  one  of  these  condiiiMS 
fail,  patronage  is  necessarily  feeble.  If  ihey  ctmc 
cur,  it  is  hardly  to  b^  resisted;  and  in  Eogtenl 
these  conditions  all  concurring,  patronage  hasiArtfe 
overcome  all  resistance. 

The     Government     of   England     is    ia    Ae  J 
haflds   of  a   class— perhaps   I   should   say  the  '  { 
aristocracy  and  the  fund  holder^ — and    the  Go- 
yemment  being  in  the  possession  of  this  daar,     ' 
not  the  most  numerous,  patronage  may   inftumee  '  ' 
the  sufthiges  of  that  class  to  accomplish  Its  aei- 
sufes  and  sustain  its  power.      The  pceoliarity  of    i 
England  is  this:  that  while  it  has  a  powerfvl  9^    ; 
tocracy,  this  class  has  great  necessities  to  m^Hf 
which  it  must  depend  on  the  Government    Wlii ' 
1  say  this  much,  every  SenatDr*:^  thoagfats  aJfiifr'' 
pates  what  is  to  follow.      Thejirinciple  of  |adM 
genithre  is    established   in   England,    and  ti^^ 
through  all  her  laws,  customs,  aiid  habits,  taMr 
that  principle  is  necessary  to  maintain  in  laftk;' W"    ^ 
ifluence,  and  splendor,  the  aristocracy,  whieHiir  * 
;posses^on    of    the    Government.       That    t^ 
'principle    which     thtows    this  class    in    9Btm^. 
.dependence  upon  the  Government  ttfcakcs  it  Its  mt/f* 
;zealons  and  efficient^  supJMrrl^r.    TR-^taAsA 
jinheriting^U  the  juropefty  of  ths  parent, -dMP  m 
.  thrown  upon  society  a  va$t  nsmbei;  af  i 
'ehildrcn,,who  must  either  be' prodded  foe  fcjT 
{Government,  or  lei^  in  a  state  of  dcstitotftM^* 
jwoald  bring  that  aristocracy  into  isotii 
{principle  of  ptdmogeniture,  tberefore,  i 
Strength  of  the  aristocracy,  is  also    dicir 
|i>ee4tuse'  th%  younger  children  inbeHtiac  ao 
i^y  must  flhd  sothe  other  n»B»i<^  — — 
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listf net*,  or  ilicy  Are  (brown  in  ser^rile  dependence 
apon  \b€  Government.  Tbat  means  is  found  in 
tifi  nnmeroiis  and  lacrative  offices  in  the  gift  of 
(be  Groirn.  Tbese  are  the  commistions  in  the  army 
aid  navy — the  chnrah  livings  of  varioos  degrees  of 
onolamcnt — namerons  places  in  the  law— offices 
eoonceted  with  their  vast  colonial  ponsesuons, 
tflfeiher  with  hundreds  of  sinecare  places,  alto- 
gether unknown  to  oar  simple  and  economical  in- 
ninitions.  The  next  question  is:  has  she  the  re- 
TOioe  dimwn  from  the  prodnctive  labor,  and  the 
proceeds  of  the  property  of  the  great  body  of  the 
lation— has  she  means  by  which  the  Ezecntive,  in 
procoring  power,  can,  in  this  manner,  contribate  to 
the  sapport  of,  and  entirely  sastain,  this  nuraeroas 
etas  with  their  families?  She  has  always  had 
ttree  hondred  millions  of  dollars  drawn  from  the 
MoductiTe  classes  for  her  annaal  revenue.  For 
tiie  tajcing  power  being  in  the  hands  of  a  powerful 
arittoeracy,  in  consequence  of  the  limitation  of  the 
right  of  soffirage,  by  which  the  laboring  and  pro- 
ductive classes^  from  whom  the  taxes  art  drawn, 
tie  denied  a  voce  in  assessing  them,  this  aristocracy, 
who  are,  in  fact,  the  tax  consumers,  have  an  inte- 
Rst  in' levying  a  sufficient  amount  to  support  the 
aameioua  offices  which  are  to  be  filled  by  those 
eonnected  with  them.  At  the  very  moment  that 
the  nainistry  are  boastinjg;  of  their  economy -r-at  the 
Boment  tbat  the  complaint  is  made  that  the  economy 
of  the  Goveinmeni  is  so  strict,  that  it  is  paring  to 
the  quick,  this  unproductive  class  is  entirely  sastain- 
cd  from  the  proceeds  of  the  labor  of  the  productive. 
The  second  condition  is  therefore  answered.  Toe 
ftnt  waa^  that  the  GK)vernment  should  be  in  the  pos- 
feastoQ  of  a  few  who  are  to  be  influenced  by  its  pa- 
tiQijige.  The  second  was  that  the  Government 
iboald  have  the  means  of  approaching  them  with 

Sioaage.  And  the  third  condition  was,  that  the 
veniment  should  have  those  establishments 
whk^  might  become  the  instruments  by  which  to 
vnch  the  patronized  aristocracy  or  governing  class. 
What  furnishes  the  agencyl  The  offices  by  which 
the  Government  is  brought  into  contact  with  the 
daas  which  is  to  fill  them.  There  is  the  army, 
with  its  numerous  commissions;  a  powerful  na^yi 
of  which  ninety  ships  are  in  commission  at  this 
aqnent,  when  two  or  three  ships  of  war  are  suffi- 
cient to  protect  oar  lucrative  commerce  in  all  parts 
of  the  world.  There  lure  also  her  vast  colonial  pos- 
aaarions,  which  afford  the  means  of  a  powerful  pa- 
tpooage.  Then  there  is  the  bar,  with  its  numerous 
ptaeea,  and  the  church,  with  places  more  numerous 
atiU.  Turn  your  eyes  where  you  will,  and  you 
^hold  the  land  covered  with  the  priesthood  of'^the 
Bational  church,  from  the  mitred  bishop  to  the  pa- 
liaik  priest,  supported  from  the  national  revenue, 
directly  or  indirectly  under  the  patronage  of  the 
Qovemment,  and  composed  almost  exclusively  of 
the  younger  tons  of  the  privileged  class.  The 
Chanbof  England  is  one  of  the  most  potent  instru- 
ments  of  patronage  to  the  English  monarch. 

Give  me  a  governing  class  small  in  their  num- 
bers»  and  that  class  wielding  the  power  of  the  Go- 
vernment not  only  without  regard  to  the  interests  of 
the  great  body  of  the  people,  but  with  an  express 
iaeUnation  to  keep  them  in  a  &tate  of  depression, 
Slid  prevent  them  from  acquiring  the  power  of 
flrreituming  their  monopoly,  and  1  can  easily  show 
.ikmx  they  possess  a  patronage  utterly  destructive  of 
Jiherty.  Give  them  the  means  of  operating  on  the 
ffodoctive   classes  by  their  numerous  interested 

rats^  and  what  foUewsl  They  will  proclaim  that 
strictest  economy  is  exercised  in  the  adminis- 
ilM£oaof  the  Government.  When  their  interest 
leqQUes  ity  the  people  will  be  assailed  with 
Wpeals  to  their  passions  and  their  prejudices. 
HW,  horrid  war,  will  be  proclaimed  as  neces^- 
mxf  for  the  honor  and  interests  of  the  nation. 
!tSat  horrid  god,  with  bloody  jaws  and  furious  eyes, 
W^  be  invoked  to  the  aid  of  the  governing  class  in 
pin  in  ruining  their  supremacy  over  the  governed. 
Wlioever  beard  of  a  plan  for  educating  the  people 
yeopoeed  by  their  aristocratic  oppressors?  Who 
•vnr  heani  this  class  uige  that  war  was  to  be 
HVWdfd— that  it  made  widows  and  orphans — that  it 
iMnnjihe  csn-^  of  physical  pains  to  those  who  en- 
teed  into  the  combat,  and  of  demoralization  to  all? 
^Qhn  conuary  fceUng  proceeds  from  false  honor, 
"    *  it  was  that  feeling  which  the  goreroing  class 
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sought  to  infuse  into  the  governed.  Shall  (he  na- 
tion submit  to  in.suli7  Shall  the  pride  of  Britain 
submit  to  an  indignity?  and  shall  we  not  always  be 
prepared  with  large  means,  not  only  to  repel  ag- 
gression and  chastise  insult,  but  for  final  triumph, 
by  having  the  means  of  giving  the  first  and  efiec- 
tual  blow?  By  such  argaments  as  this,  a  state  of 
things  was  produced  which  enabled  the  Gk>vernment 
to  contribute  to  the  sapport  of  the  younger  sons  of 
their  aristocracy,  and  by  which  means  tiiey  were 
not  only  supported,  but  supported  in  a  degree  of 
pomp  and  luxury  suited- to  their  high  pretensions. 
Thus,  having  put  the  Government  in  the  hands  of 
a  few,  you  have  all  that  is  desired  to  perpetuate 
their  power,  and  enable  them  to  support  it  from  the 
products  of  the  labor  of  the  productive  classes. 

Mr.  President:  to  these  three  great  conditions  in 
the  Government  of  England,  there  are  two  auxili- 
ary conditions,  powerfully  contributing  to  their 
strength.  The  first  auxiliary  is,  that  the  Executive 
or  patronizing  power  should  be  hereditary.  This 
being  the  case,  parties  are  not  formed  whose  inte- 
rest it  is  to  counteract  Executive  usurpations. 
This  power  being  unchanging,  that  principle  by 
which  those  seeking  office  counteract  the  influence 
of  those  in  office  is  entirely  lost.  No  one  who  de- 
sires office  dares  to  insult  that  Executive,  by  ques- 
tioning the  justice  or  propriety  of  his  appointments, 
as  such  an  act  would  condemn  him  to  despair  of 
ever  holding  office  himself;  it  would  only  disap- 
point his  own  wishes.  The  next  auxiliary  princi- 
ple IS  this:  where  it  is  difficult  to  procure  the 
means  of  subsistence,  there  patronage  requires  new 
vigor.  Where  it  is  difficult  to  procure  subsistence 
where  all  the  employments  of  active  life  are  filled 
up,  there  the  pursuit  of  office  is  one  of  great  anxie- 
ty end  perseverance.  How  is  it  in  England? 
There  the  liberal  professions  are  all  filled  to  over- 
flowing. The  bar,  the  church,  the  medical  pro- 
fession, are  all  overstocked;  and  in  mercantile 
pursuits,  the  business  of  trade,  and  even  of  labor, 
where  the  whole  day  of  toil  barely  procures  bread 
enough  to  sustain  life,  there  are  hosts  of  eager, 
anxious  competitors  jostling  each  other.  In  the 
manufacturing  districts,  where  the  laborers  ask 
only  for  employment  and  bread,  they  have  been 
answered  with  steel.  Armed  troops  rush  on  them, 
and  cut  them  down  with  savage  butchery, 
while  no  resource  is  left  them  but  passive 
submission.  Thus  all  the  professions  and  em- 
ployments of  life,  the  church,  the  bar,  the  me- 
dical possession,  the  army  and  navy,  with  all 
the  employments  afforded  by  commerce  and 
the  arts,  are  filled  up  with  eager  and  anxious 
competitors;  Here  then  'm  a  condition  of  society 
in  which  the  desire  for,  and  necessity  of,  employ- 
ment is  »o  strong  as  to  make  patronage  a  powerful 
principle. 

Now,  sir,  how  will  tbese  principles  ap- 
ply to  our  country.  Can  from  two  and  a  half  to 
three  millions  of  voters  be  influenced  by  the  limited 
expenditures  of  this  Government?  A  whole  nation 
to  patronize  it!«lf !  An  idea  too  ludicrous,  too 
absurd,  to  need  a  refutation.  In  oar  country  suf-. 
frage  i»  essentially  universal — the  exceptions  being 
so  trifling  as  to  allow  me  to  consider  it  so.  Pa- 
tronage is  then  to  be  applied  not  to  the  governing 
or  governed  class,  but  to  scattered  individuals  of 
an  entire  people.  How  infatuated  then  would 
that  Administration  be,  which  would  think  of  ap- 
plying its  patronage  to  an  unworthy  purpose? 
Most  of  us  do  not  see  the  Federal  Government  by 
the  means  of  its  officers.  Many  of  us  at  our  homes 
may  cast  our  tyes  around,  and  taking  the  whole 
horizon  in  view,  hardly  see  a  spot  in  which  even  a 
little  postmaster  may  be  found.  And  here,  with 
this  limited  patronage,  is  an  Administration  which 
is  to  usurp  the  liberties  of  the  people,  by  means  of 
such  patronage!  Reason  cannot  comprehend  it — 
the  absurdity  is  too  great  to  allow  of  its  being  re- 
futed. 

Gentlemen  say  that  there  are  certain  points  in 
the  Union  where  patronage  is  concentrated.  In 
Baltimore,  Philadelphia,  New  York,  and  Boston. 
What  then?  Has  the  Administration  carried  the 
elections  in  these  cities  by  means  of  its  officers? 
Far  different  is  the  state  of  facts.  The  Adminis- 
tration has  held  all  this  concentrated  patronage  in 
vain.    Can  it  be  believed  that  in  a  citjr  iUce  New 


York,  where  three  hundred  thousand  people  are 
ron&ed  to  the  highest  state  of  excitement  in  what 
they  believed  to  be  a  struggle  fur  their  libert  e^, 
tbat  they  could  be  controlled  by  a  few  office  hold- 
ersl  The  idea  is  loo  absurd.  When  such  a  popu- 
lation is  roused  by  those  influences  which  agitate 
freemen,  you  could  no  more  resist  them  with  your 
handful!  of  office  holders  than  a  fea^ther  could  re- 
sist a  storm.  To  test  this  matter  by  fact,  let  us 
inquire,  what  has  been  the  history  of  patronage 
under  the  American  Government.  And  here  I  set 
out  with  staling  this  principle:  where  there  is  a 
calm  and  tranquil  state  <  f  society,  where  there  are 
no  violent  struggles  of  parties,  patronage  may  ex- 
ercise some  influence;  but  where  there  is  a  severe 
party  struggle,  and  one  which  is  continued  with 
regard  to  principle,  the  power  of  patronage  ceases. 
As  in  the  calm  and  unruffled  waters  the  feeblest 
swimmer  makes  bis  way,  while  in  the  raging  tor- 
rent the  boldest  is  lost,  so  it  is  with  patronage  in 
the  two  extremes  I  have  referred  to.  In  the  one, 
it  may  to  some  extent  be  exercised,  bui  m  the  other 
it  is  overwhelmed  by  the  more  powerful  and  irre- 
sistible force  of  popular  excitement.  In  the  latter 
case  patronage,  so  far  from  being  of  service  to  the 
party  in  power,  operates  indirectly  against  itj  for 
the  assistance  that  they  may  derive  from  the  few 
holding  office  and  struggling  to  retain  it,  is  more 
than  counterbalanced  by  the  exertions  of  the  many 
who  seek  to  oust  them  from  their  places  in  order 
to  obtain  office  for  themselves.  Under  the  admi- 
ni5tration  6f  Washington  patronage  was  exercissd 
without  danger;  and  when  I  mention  that  sacred 
name,  every  man  must  understand  that  he  needed 
no  patronage;  and,  therefore,  I  pass  over  his  ad- 
ministration. The  first  Adams  created  the  means 
of  increasing  his  patronage,  and  rendering  it  effi- 
cient by  the  establishment  of  our  army' and  navy. 
His  administration  ended  with  his  first  term,  and 
such  was  the  odium  in  which  he  was  held,  that  he 
was  driven  from  the  Executive  chair  with  an  oblo- 
quy which  has  clouded  his  early  and  well  earned 
fame.  Mr.  Jeffierson  succeeded  him  in  power,  and 
what  was  tke  first  act  of  his  administration?  He 
abolished  patronage;  be  destroyed  the  means  by 
which  his  own  power  might  have  been  strength- 
ened^  and  recognising  the  people  as  the  rightful 
source  of  power,  he  carried  out  triumphantly  and 
successfully  the  principles  upon  which  the  Gk>vern- 
meni  itself  was  founded.  And  what  was  the  con- 
sequence? He  was  re-elected  by  the  almost  unani- 
mous voice  of  the  American  people.  His  name  to 
embalmed  in  the  memories  of  a  vast  majority  of 
his  countrymen.  His  opinions  are  to  this  day  cited 
as  authoritv  by  every  friend  to  civil  and  religious 
liberty,  and  the  doctrines  that  he  inpulcated  will 
maintain  their  ascendancy  so  long  as  our  Consti- 
tution shall  endure.  Mr.  Madison  succeeded  as 
the  friend  of  Mr.  Jefferson,  and  the  inhentor  of  his 
principles.  He  was,  like  him,  a  foe  to  an  increase 
of  Executive  power,  and,  like  him,  opposed  to  ex- 
tra vaganl  expenditures,  and  dangerous  construc- 
tions of  ihe  Constitution.  In  his  adminiiiration 
the  war  wiih  Great  Britain  commenced,  and  the 
question  was,  shall  we  sternly  and  manfully  main- 
tain against  a  foreign  foe  the  rights  beqneated  to 
us  by  our  ancestors;  or  shall  we,  weakened  by  fac- 
tion, suffer  defeat  and  d  sgrace?  Of  course  patron* 
age  under  this  administration  was  necessarily  in- 
creased. 

Mr.  Monroe  came  into  power  after  Mr.  Madi- 
son. Now  mark  this  as  a  peculiar  period  of 
our  history.  The  consciousness  that  in  a  good 
cause  we  had  foiled  ihe  proudest  nation  in  the 
world,  gave  sirength  to  the  adminislralion,  and 
tendsd  almost  to  the  entire  abolition  of  party  dto- 
tinc'ions.  Those  who  did  not  rejoice  in  the  tri- 
umphs of  the  war  were  but  few.-  There  were 
some  Federal  leadert,  it  is  true,  who  did  not 
rejoice  in  our  tr*umphs;  but  such  were  tke 
feelings  of  a  vast  majority  of  the  people,  that 
they  were  glad  to  renounce  their  party,  and  wit- 
ness, without  a  struggle,  its  total  extinction; 
Such  was  tl^e  state  of  things  during  Mr.  Monroe^ 
administration;  and  patronage,  though  it  operated 
on  some,  pioduced  no  injnrious  effecis. 

Well,8ir,another  Administration  came  into  power, 
and  of  tbat  Administration  the  Senator  from  Kentuc- 
ky [Mr.  Cut]  was  the  ouunspring.  1  ibiak  I  do  w}\ 
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err  m  stating  that  the  general  impression  #as,  Ihat 
patronage  woald  enable  that  Administration  lo  con- 
tmne  in  power;  and  then,  for  the  first  time,  was  (he 
Attempt  made  to  patronise  particular  sections  of  the 
Union,  by  the  iro|>osition  of  a  protective  tariff*,  and 
splendid  systems  of  iniemal  improvement.  Then, 
for  the  first  time,  did  the  nation  attempt' to  patronise 
Itself;  and  what  was  the  resulil  I  mention  these 
things  in  no  invidions  feeling  for  the  Senator  from 
Kentncky,  bnt  merely  as  the  illastrajion  of  a  prin- 
ciple. '  This '  Administration,  in  fspite  of  its  new 
sonrces  of  patronage,  was  ejVcted  nom  power,  and 
Qaneral  Jackson  came  in  with  an  overwhelming 
majority.  What  then?  Did  he  nse  the  inflaence 
of  patronage  for  the  purpose  of  supporting  himself 
in  ofiieel  It  wonld  be  absurd  to  suppose  that  his 
Administration  was  suhtained  by  such  an  influence. 
It  is  well  known  that,  during  the  continuance  of 
his  Administration,  the  fiiercest  stm^les  were  car- 
ried on  by  the  two  contending  political  parties  of 
the  country;  that  the  passions  of  men  were  highly 
excited,  and  that  the  contest  for  certain  great  prin- 
ciples, which  finally  triumphed,  was  the  main  sup- 
port of  General  Jacksun  and  the  party  who  went 
with  him.  No,  it  was  not  the  inflaence  of  office 
holders,  but  the  support  of  the  great  body  of  the 
people,  originating  in  an  attachment  to  certain  great 

Principles,  which  they  believed  he  would  carry  out. 
*he  policy  of  his  Administration  proved  how 
absurd  and  ridiculous  was  the  charge.  Was 
he  so  infatuated  as  to  desire  patronage, 
while  he  lessened  its  influence  by  exhibit- 
ing nnworthy  individuals  as  the  subject  of 
it  as  I  have  heard  charged  against  him  on  this  floorl 
Ko.  General  Jackson^  administration  was  sup- 
ported on  principles  far  higher  than  any  iufinence^ 
that  pltronage  could  produce,  and  the  suffrages  of 
a  free  pepple  have  shown  their  confidence  in  its 
wisdom  and  success.  The  corrupting  power  was 
in  other  hands,  and  he  foiled  it  by  the  power  of 
the  free  principles  he  encouraged. 

Mr.  President,  the  name  of  General  Jackson 
never  escaped  my  lips  within  this  Hall,  whilst  be 
continued  in  the  Chief  Magistracy.  Neither  I  nor 
friend  of  mine  received  benefit  or  favor  at  his  hands; 
and  I  may  declare  that,  during  that  period,  I  was 
a  stranger  to  the  Presidential  edifice.  He  is  no 
longer  in  office,  and  I  will  explain  what  there  was 
in  hi^  character  to  carry  to  such  a  height  his  influ- 
ence with  the  citizens  of  the  Republic.  They  be- 
lieved him,  sir,  to  be  a  man  of  large  sympathies, 
capable  of  embracing  the  entire  American  people; 
that  his  heart  flowed  out  in  love  and  kindne&s  to 
each  iniividual  of  the  nation,  of  whatever  station 
and  degree,  to  him  who  lived  by  honest  labor  as  to 
the  opulent  and  influential.  They  believed  that  it 
belonged  peculiarly  to  his  nature  to  revolt  with 
generous  indignntion  against  wrong  and  injustice, 
and  10  come  to  the  aid  of  the  weak  and  oppressed 
againct  the  arrogant  and  powetful  wrongdoer. 
They  were  possessed  with  an  innate  confidence,  that 
in  ftdmintsteriLg  tlie  Government  he  was  wholly  . 
bent  on  the  general  good;  that  his  measures  to  this 
end  were  selected  with  great  sagacity;  and  that  he 
was  endowed  wiih  a  lofiy  inflexibility  of  temper, 
which  enabled,  him  to  prosecute  those  measares 
with  constancy,  undiverted  by  seductive  biasses, 
nndeierred  by  open  intimidation  and  violence. 
They  felt  that  in  gathering  to  him,  they  were  only 
rallying  to  the  support  of  iheftr  own  cause,  their 
own  rights  and  interests.  They  attached  them- 
selves to  him,  individually,  as  we  aTiach  ourselves 
to  a  tried  friend,  giving  him  entire  credit  for  hones- 
ty, a  quality  which  they  are  not  in  the  habit  of 
considering  as  very  common  amongst  poliiicians. 
To  crown  all,  their  patriot  pride  was  kindled  when 
they  beheld  in  him  the  higk<4pirited  guardian  of 
the  national  honor,  whether  in  battle  or  nego- 
tiation, when  they  turned  to  that  glorious  day  on 
which,  under  his  auspices,  the  American  people 
were  first  hailed  as  a  great  nation  by  the  proudest 
of  European  monarchies. 

De  Tocqueville  is  quoted— all  that  i<i  foreij;n  is 
qaoteil — in  opposition  to  he  principles  of  this  dlstin- 
guishcvd  patriot.  De  Tocqueville  declares  that 
whilst  General  Jackaon  was  himself  pow- 
erful as  a  Chief  Magistrate,  Mr  strentfa 
must  be  the  weakness  of  bis  successoia. 
The  efl*eGt  is  justly  observed,  and  the  obseirvation 
nay  be  axie&dad  to  eveiy  Ckief  Mtfistmie  who 


^as  exercised  great  power,  or,  in  more  proper 
phrase,  has  enjoyed  high  anthoriiy  in  the  Rrpulli( : 
but  has  the  true  cause  of  this  cffr't-i  been  assigned? 
The  true  cause  will  be  brought  ino  vi'^w,  if  we  ex- 
amine into  the  sources  of  the  power,  or,  as  I  have 
preferred  to  say,  the  authority,  of  those  Chief  Ma- 
gistrates whose  sway  in  our  Confederacy  has  been 
felt  to  be  largest.  TheNe  sources  are  the  attach- 
ment and  confidence  of  the  people  attracted  to  the 
President  by  an  earnest  persuasion  of  his  disinte- 
restedness and  respect  for  popular  rights.  And  this 
disinterestedness  and  respect  for  popular  rights  id 
manifested  in  his  yielding,  through  positive  enact- 
ments of  law,  recommended  by  himself,  portions  of 
the  Executive  power,  and  in  his.  limiting  the  exer- 
cise of  that  powttr,  by  practices  which  he  intro- 
duced into  the  administration  of  ihe  Government, 
and  which  became  a  part  oi*  the  common  law  of 
the  Constitution.  In  fine,  his  slrenpth  rests  not  on 
Executive  prerogative,  or  the  positive  enactments 
of  law,  bat  on  a  prevailing  influence  with  the  peo- 
ple. The  people  believe  that  in  supporting  him 
with  constancy  and  animation,  they  are*  only  sus- 
taining thai  policy  on  which  they  have  themselves 
decided,  and  those  measures  which  they  approve. 
He  is  not  controlling,  by  power,  a  passive  or  re- 
sisting mass,  but  is  the  adviser,  leader,  and  cham- 
pion of  a  willing  people. 

I  have  giancvd  at  the  circumstances  in  the  condi- 
tion of  our  own  and  the  Gk)vernment  of  Great  Bri- 
tain, which  show  that  the  effect  of  official  patronage 
in  the  two  countries,  so  far  from  being  the  »ame, 
must,  in  a  gieat  degree,  be  difi>rent.  In  England 
the  dispensing  power  of  Government  favor  is  in 
hereditary  hands.  The  fountain  of  honor  and 
wealth,  so  far  as  it  is  drawn  through  (he  machinery 
of  Government  out  of  the  productive  industry  of 
the  country,  is  an  hereditary  sovereign.  To  him, 
therefore,  all  whom  the  honors,  power,  and  emolu- 
ment of  office  can  influence,  turn  their  eyes.  Around 
the  throne,  then,  which  is  independent  of  all  ejec- 
tions, rally  the  aristocracy  and  their  dependants — 
the  whole  plebeian  train  of  the  army,  navy,  of 
fundholders,  of  corporations,  and  monopolies  of  all 
kinds — all,  in  a  word,  who  live  on  taxes  levied  by 
the  Government,  or  through  the  privilege  of  tazicg 
the  people  themselves.  This  immense  body,  al- 
though a  minority  of  the  nation,  by  that  concentra- 
tion of  interest  which  draws  them  to  the  support, 
and  pots  them  under  the  sway,  of  an  hereditary  ex- 
ecutive, controls  by  having  its  whole  force  directed 
by  a  single  will,  the  popular  power  which  acts 
without  concert.  The  hereditary  executive  is  a  ei- 
tadcl  which  establishes  patronage  in  a  stronghold, 
beyond  the  reach  of  the  people.  All  its  influence,  as 
well  as  interest,  tends  to  hold  the  people  in  subjec- 
tion. How  differently  does  the  principle  work  with  us! 
The  sovereign  power  here  is  in  the  people  themselves. 
They  dispense  the  patronage  of  this  Government — 
the  Presidency  itself  is  a  part  of  this  patronage, 
which  is  disposed  of  every  four  years  by  their  vote.?; 
and  all  the  secondary  offices,  from  those  of  the  Se- 
cretaries downwards,  down  to  the  lowest  execu- 
tive, depend  on  the  breath  of  the  people.  It  does  not 
Slop  here.  Congress  and  the  State  Legislatures  are 
annually  and  biennially  extinguished  and  restored  by 
the  same  power.  In  short,  the  whole  system  of  Go- 
vernment, Stale  and  National,  with  all  the  func- 
tionaries that  put  the  machinery  in  motion,  are  in 
some  degree  brought  wiihin  the  original  power 
which  created  the' whole,  by  the  wise  provisions  of 
the  establishment  itself.  Our  Government  may  be 
said  to  resem.ble  the  operations  of  nature  in  ihe 
change  of  the  seasons.  In  a  year  every  thing 
seams  to  perish,  and  all  is  leanimated  and  renewed 
ii  the  course  of  a  year.  So  far  as  the  fruhs  of 
the  Gover^^ment  are  sought  in  its  patrenage,  the 
will  of  the  people  is  looked  to  as  the  fructifying 
power,  as  naturally  as  is  the  light  of  the  sun  by 
the  husbandman,  as  the  source  of  abundance  in 
hi^  fields.  The  public  soflTrages  have  no  sooner 
conferred  the  employments  of  the  Government 
with  their  much  sought  honor  and  emoluments  on 
the  body  of  functionaries  selected,  than  instant- 
ly the  sprit  of  supplanting  them  animates  doubly 
as  many  more.  In  this  way,  as  patronage 
here  proceeds  from  the  people,  its  infla- 
ence is  found  to  operate  as  powerfully  on 
persona  out  of  office  to  get  in,  as  on  those 
boMiPf  oflloe  to  keep  in;   and  it  operates  on 


greater  numbers,  for  there  ate  always  more  ex- 
pectants than  incumbents.  Hence  the  Exfcolife 
patronage  in  this  country  is.neutralized.  iie  has 
a  power  above  him.  His  place  is  songhi,  wilb  all 
it  dispenses,  by  other  aspirants  and  their  partisaas, 
and  the  great  patron — ^be  people — is  found  attne 
to  hold  that  sovereign  inheritance  and  disposal  of 
the  advantages  of  Government,  which,  in  oiEer 
countries,  bring  the  official  corps  to  .the  footstool 
of  the  throne.  The  issue,  which  the  wrdict  of  the 
people  decides  in  every  election,  is,  who  of  theon- 
didates  for  public  favor  is  most  entitled  to  their 
confidence  and  rewards;  who  moat  capable,  honest, 
and  faith  fill  to  the  Constitution.  Those  who  are 
our  of  office,  and  stek  to  obtain  it,  assail  tliose  wlio 
are  in.    . 

But  I  object  to  this  bill  on  another  ground. 
It  is  a  monstrous  precedent  for  a  Republic  to  strip 
whole  classes  of  their  natural  rights  upon  pretexts 
of  expediency.  If  office  holders  are  excluded  from 
.the  right  of  reasoning  as  to  how  votes  should  be 
given,  because  they  are  interested,  will  not  the  ar- 
gument apply  to  take  from  them  the  right  of  givuig 
their  own  votesi  If  one  class  of  people  are  not  per- 
mitted to  vote  because  they  are  supposed  to  be  an- 
der  an  improper  influence,  may  not  the  ex^orion, 
upon  the  score  of  expediency,  be  extended  to  ote 
classes? 

And  now  let  me  address  myself  to  the  Seaator 
who  has  introduced  the  bill  before  the  Senate.  Be 
professes,  and  no  doubt  sincerely,  to  apprehend 
that  undue  influences  left  to  their  growth  may  heve- 
after  become  strong  enough  to  oppress  public  li- 
beity.  Wot]fld  he  not,  then,  be  rendered  nnhapiiy, 
supposing  that,  by  his  will,  be  could  make  this  till 
a  law,  if,  by  doing  so,  he  should  incar  the  haxttd 
of  being  reproached  by  posterity  with  ha^ag  hon- 
self  prepared  the  way  for  invasions  opon  the  pib- 
lie  liberty — with  having  himself  opened  the  avont 
through  which  had  entered  Iqnslaiion  penuciow  id 
the  freedom  of  the  citizen?  There  are  oenaia gmt 
principles  essential  to  public  lil)erty,  and  e^nliy 
connected  with  public  order,  which  shoixM  oe  vt- 
garded  as  sacred;  not  merely  not  to  be  mdely  is- 
sailed,  but  to  be  left  unapproacbed.  If  ahn^ 
held  inviolate;  if  never  impaired  under  pFetenees  kA 
expediency;  if  cherished  and  fostered  in  edncaiiott, 
in  public  discussion,  in  every  mode,  thcj  fix  thok- 
selves  in  the  mind  and  heart  of  the  citizea,^  iN 
grow  into  his  nature.  The  national  bbM  is 
thus  prepared  to  feel,  with  q,uick  and  keen  senAI- 
bilit/,  every  injury  done  to  these  p^ineiptea;  aad 
should  they  be  profanely  touched,  replies  wS^i^ 
the  entire  people  with  an  indignant  and  angrv  ti 
brAtion.  By  a  consentaneous  impolsey  the  cAaeBS 
rise  in  generous  rage  to  arrest  the  tyrannj  nnflb* 
buke  the  assailant. 

So  much  for  public  liberty;  now  for  public  oifa. 
Under  the  security  of  these  well  established  pftttS- 
ples,  which  n^^.  never  to  be  violated,  theoitMis 
rest  secure  and  tranqail,  not  liable  to  be  wJttwi 
into  factious  fury  by  the  experience  or  dravf  af 
wrong  and  oppression,  which  are  to  be  j 
retaliated  by  equal  wrong  and  oppre 
it  be  conceded  that  the  great  principles  oa*i. 
the  rights  of  the  citizens  rest  may  be  iiii|iaMf*l!f 
being  limited;  that,  under  the  pretenee  H  ^ 
diency,  exceptions  may^  be  made  to  their  i^ 
and  how  fatal  a  chan^  iS  wrought  ^  llie  ] 
Once  Tiolated,  how  shall  its  integrity  be  rer" 
sacred  limit  overleapsd,  where  will  yon  ] 

ii?    Haying  yielded  tl^e  only  tmcand  d . 

how  can  you  replace  it?  leaving  admittidiyitH^ 
diency  may  prevail  in  one  ease,  you.  n^iisir  mBi 
that  it  may  prevail  in  another,  if  it  be  oM^tM- 

ciently  high  and  powerful.  Having  il Iii<lHfc 

hvild  npoa  principle,  yon  are  reduced  to  the  ^^l^ 
lag  of  motives  of  expediency.    The  feeliocailiVe 
people  beeome  callous  from  repeated  ^-  -  -'*  *" 
principle;  the  only  sure  rule  and  guid^  I 
abandoned,  their  ideas  beeome  eonfoande£^ 
cedents  of  arbitrary  legislation  and 
aie  pleaded,  while  one  act  is  made  to  \ 
tlftr.    Precedent!  precedent!   precedent  I ' 
American  people  shun  with  its  baaef&li 
If  this  reasoning  be  good  in  geneial^  t 
force  does  it  apply  i;o  that  liberiy  of  spe 
is  not  only  so  precious  in  iiself,  bat,  oat  ] 
the  gnaidiaa  of  every  other  good  1 

I  would  say  more,  hut  I  am  ea 


eeinMa4r«e 

'Wit 


-^imL 


AVVBvnxz-  Ta  tbe  co^uv&bbio^al  globe. 
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Invention  of  Steamboats-^Mr.  Ruvmey. 


H.  of  Reps. 


SPEECH  OP  MR.  RUMSEY, 

Of  Kentucky, 

HikgBomu  rf'RtpTumtatvHs,  Ftbruary  9,  1839— 

Oq  the  inveDtioii  of  the  steamboat. 

The  Hoofie  having  agreed  to  consider  the  fol- 

lowing  resoJation,  Tiz: 

JUMiMd  6y  the  Sematt  and  Houte  of  Repreaentativea  ^ 
tkt  United  Slaiee  of  America  in  Congreet  aaembUd,  That 
ihOiOaa  ho  to ber«b|[, requeatwi to piateni to  Jaa. 


BwBMfi  jc.  the  aon  ond  only  rarTiviog  child  orJamM  Rumsaj 
dfoemooj  a  soluble  ^Id  medal;  corememoraiive  of  hie  fathera 
'    I  and  high  agency  in  givio'g  to  the  world  the  beneflta  of 


Mr.  RUMSET  loae  and  said: 
Mr.  anuKKE,  1  am  thankfud  for  the  courtesy  ex- 
tended in  taking  up  this  resolation  at  the  present 
tim*,  and  will  cndearor,  if  my  feelings  will  permit 
ne,  10  fluJcB  some  remarks  npon  it;  they  shall  be 
very  brief;  and,  as  I  hare  not  been  a  Uespasser 
wpoa  the  time  and  patience  of  the  Hoose,  I  trust  I 
shall  not  be  consideied  intrusive,  and  venture  to 
kope  thai  I  may  be  favored  with  a  friendly  and  in- 
dntgent  hearing.  I  would  gladly  avoid  saying  any 
thingy  for  it  ever  gives  me  extrema  pain  to  attempt 
to  spaak  upon  a  new  theatre;  ahd  neglecting,  as  I 
hnve,  from  a  belief  that  this  opportunity  would  not 
oooBftio  make  any  adequate  preparation,  I  feel 
UHtlnow  that  I  cannot,  in  a  manner  worthy  of 
joor  atuntton,  illustrate  the  history  of  the  inven- 
tton  oC  the  steamboat,  and  do  justice  to  the  memory 
and  claims  of  James  Rnmsey.  Bat  standing  in  the 
rdatioa  to  him  which  I  do — thai  or  nephew~it 
wcHdd  be  expected  that  1  would  not  be  wholly  si- 
knt.  1  wish  it  distinctly  understood  that,  except 
•D  far  as  my  sensibilities  are  involved,  1  have  no 
intiVest  in  tiiia  matter,  even  if  any  thing  more  sub- 
nnattnl  were  contemplated  than  is  proposed  by  the 
fBiohition.  To  something,  inconsiderable  in  any 
event,  I  may  have  had  title;  but  that,  remote,  con- 
tinsent,  valueless,  as  it  was  in  my  eyes,  in  a  peca« 
alnry  point  of  view,  I  have  relinquished  to  one 
nore  meritorious  than  myself. 

Mr.  Speaker,  it  was  not  at  my  instance  or  sog- 
gCiiioa  that  this  mauer  was  presented  here.    I  was 
awAfe  that  among  many,  vciy  many,  respectable 
mod  i&leUigent  men,  the  claim  of  James  Rumsey  to 
otfgiaati^  in  the  actual  application  of  steam  to  n»- 
Tlgntion  stood  pre-eminent,  and  I  apprehended  that 
that  claim  might  be  weakened  by  the  adverse  ac- 
tion of  this  body,  of  whoye  inaptitude  to  adjudicate 
.  in  cnsea  of  ihiit  kind  1  was  not  ignorant.    I  foresaw 
.  Ibe  difficulties  that  would  environ  and  embanass 
s  Ike  aat^jcet.    That  from  the  lapse  of  time,  the  loss 
of  papers,  the  death  of  witnesses,  much  testimony, 
eneseMily  attainable,  was  forever  gone.    I  suft- 
-  foeed,  also,  that  many  might  believe^erroneously, 
.    Mwev^y  I  think— that  whatever  success  the  indi- 
Tidnals  on  whose  memorial  this  resolution  is  basf  d 
MJOii^  obtain,  whatever  recognition  of  the  title  of 
Ihnir  anosstor  to  the  distinguished  honor  of  partici- 
aniing  in  the  introduction  of  the  steamboat  they 
' ,  mitS^  elicit,  would  detract  from  the  reputation  of 
rw«ttfilhe£.    I  knew,  too,  that  gentlemen's  engage- 
jncnia  and  duties  here  were  usually  too  great  and 
-    ^nevooa  to  allow  them  opportunity  to  investigate  a 
.    antter  of  this  kind,  in  whteh  the  feelings  of  a  few 
4tiliaMi8  were   chiefly  concerned.     Bat   whether 
'  -mmAy  or  nnwiaely,  it  is  here,  and  it  is  for  the  House 
.::fO'4iapoaa  of  it  in  acooidance  with  its  views  of  pro- 
'  pr^  and  justice. 

1  wish  10  prtmtse  thai  I  bave  no  mtention  to  at- 

.  toipt  ».  derogate  from  the  just  fame  of  Fulton. 

..  STw  kamt  ^  common  widi  his  waroMst  admirers,  I 

^tMiTT^-'^r  aecord  the  good  fortune  and  the  glory  of 

'wanqwibing  incredulity,  and  broadly  demonstrating 

.  #«  praetkabittty  and  utility  of  steam  as  an  agent  of 

jMvigntion. 

-.  How  vast  and  incalculable  are  the  results  of  this 
''  itfknmpk  of  genittsi  How  beneficial  its  influence 
mifo^  the  social  intercourse,  the  agncaltural  indoa- 
•  aaw  die  commercial  prosperity,  the  general  im- 
MMmment,  the  safety  and  permanence  of  the 
fiidoDl  The  whole  nation,  in  its  magnificent  on- 
'^nad  march,  has  received  new  enrergy  and  anima- 
Irom  iu  The  great  valltry  of  the  West,  more 
lly,  through  the  agency  of  steam  in  trans- 
a '  mighty  commerce  on  its  numerous  rl- 
1ms,  in  a  few  years,  been  accelerated  to  a 
in  population,  in  power,  in  wealth,  in  com* 
aadtemnesa,  whioh  it  woold  not  otherwise 
^vaaitiiftediaaiei. 


The  steamboat,  and  another  kindred  appliciitiori 
of  steam — lo  land  travel — to  the  honor  of  which, 
too,  our  country  woaUi,  in  all  probability,  have 
had  nndisputed  title,  had  it  pleased  this  Govern- 
ment to  bave  favored  the  memorial  of  another  in- 
genious American,  Oliver  Evans,  a  Penncylvanian, 
I  believe:  he — I  speak  from  information,  for  1  have 
not  examined  the  record — petitioned  Congress  to 
patronize  him  in  making  an  experiment,  nearly  fifty 
yeais  ago,  and  long  before  the  railroad  was  at- 
temoted  in  Europe,  which  was  not  until  1802  or 
1803;  bat,  like  projectors  generally,  he  merely  in* 
carred  a  laugh.  .1  say,  Mr.  Speaker,  these  two  in- 
ventions, by  nullifying  time  and  space,  by  mingling 
tis  together  as  one  people,  by  bringing  the  parts, 
even  5ic  most  relnote,  of  our  wide-extended  country 
Into  early  and  facile  communication;  by  the  wind- 
like rapidity  afforded  for  exchanging  the  various 
productions  of  the  mind,  of  the  soil,  of  the  work- 
shop, are  exercising  important  influences  upon  the 
intellectual  and  moral  developement,  upon  the  ad- 
vancement of  all  the  interests,  upon  the  wealth, 
the  power,  the  glory,  the  security  of  the  Republic, 
and  will  push  us  forward  to  an  elevation  unap- 
proachable without  them. 

To  Fulton  I  have  readily  assigned  the  honor  of 
finally  overcoming  an  unbelieving  and  sneering 
world,  and  compelling  it  to  see  and  acknowledge 
the  useful  application  of  this  wonderful  agent — 
steam — to  the  propulsion  of  vessels.  Bat,  if  there 
was  another  American  citizen  who,  at  a  much 
earlier  day,  conceived  this  great  idea,  originated 
this  grand  design,  and,  in  the  prosecution  of  it,  ex- 
pended his  time,  his  labor,  his  little  fortune,  his 
health,  and  his  life — who  actually  constructed  two 
^4eamboat'«,  one  in  America,  and  one  in  England; 
on  the  first  of  which  he  made  a  public  experiment, 
which,  all  things  regarded,  was  most  encouragingly 
successful;  and  with  the  other  was  nearly  ready, 
after  surmounting  innamerable  obstacles  of  a  pe> 
cupiary  kind,  for  a  public  exhibition, «  hen  arrested 
by  sodden  death — if  the  attention  of  scientific  and 
ingenious  men  were  attracted  to  the  subject  by  the 
opinions  and  operations  of  this  other  citizen;  if  the 
practicability  of  steam  navigation  was  actually 
demonstrated  by  him;  if  Fulton  himself,  by  his  as- 
sociation with  him  in  London,  and  consequent  ac- 
quaintance with  his  plans  and  discoveries,  was  ad- 
vanced in  knowledge,  was  led  to  reflect,  and  ulti- 
mately lo  act:  if  all  this  were  true,  would  it  be  un- 
fair to  say  that  this  other  citizen  was  in  some,  and 
nofmall  degree,  auxiliary  in  giving  to  the  world 
this  important  invention?  And  that  it  is  all  true, 
I  think,  must  be  admitted  by  every  one  on  a  fair 
and  candid  examination  of  the  subject.  I  know 
that  gentlemen^s  engagements  here  are  two  nume- 
rous, of  too  exciting  and  engrossing  a  character, 
to  enable  them  to  examine  minutely  a  matter  of 
this  kind,  in  which,  it  may  be  thought,  the  feelings 
of  a  few  individuals  are  alone  concerned:  though, 
to  my  mind,  the  public  justice  is  to  some  extent 
involved.  I  will  not  do  violence  to  the  patience 
of  the  House  by  entering  into  any  minute  and 
prolix  detail.  I  have  not  the  strength  lo  go  so  ex- 
tensively into  the  subject  as  to  do  it  justice,  even  if 
this  were  a  fit  theatre,  which  it  is  not,  for  such  ex- 
tended disquisition.  I  will  but  briefly  recapitulate 
a  few  facts,  which,  from  the  information  laid  be- 
fore the  committee,  I  know  to  be  correct. 

James  Rumsey  was  a  native  of  Maryland,  from 
which  State  he  removed,  in  early  manhood,  to 
Shepherdstown,  Yirginia,  where  he  turned  his  at- 
tention exclusively  to  engineering  and  mechanical 
pursuits—superintending  for  a  time  the  operations 
of  the  Potomac  company  in  improving  the  navi- 
gation of  that  river— suggesting  many  novel  views 
in  mechanism,  and  making  various  improvements 
in  mUUng  and  the  application  of  water  power.  As 
early  as  July  or  August,  1783,  as  appears  by  the 
testimony,  he  conceived  the  idea,  of  navigation  by 
steam.  And  from  this  time  to  the  hour  of  his 
death  his  Whole  soul  was  absorbed  in  this  great 
subject. 

^  It  will  be  recollected  that  at  this  early  period  the 
mechanic  arts,  and,  mere  especially,  that  branch 
embracing  steam  machinery,  were  in  their  very  in- 
fancy in  America.  There  was  no  steam  machinery 
in  it.  There  were  no  practical  artists  capable  of 
(hbricating  any.     Even    in    England,  although 


some  progress  hsd  bern  made  by  Watt,  the  steam 
engine,  and  its  great  appendage,  the  boiler  or  genr- 
raior,  wore  rude,  imperfect,  comparatively  inefli- 
cient.  Ramsey  had  to  invent,  to  originate  every 
thing—to  procure  from  different  places,  and  diffe- 
rent workshops,  and,  though  not  a  practical  me- 
chanic, often  to  fashion  and  modify  with  his  own 
hands  the  various  parts  of  a  work  even  now  diffi- 
cult and  complicate.  From  the  inexperience  of 
workmen,  and  the  total  absence  of  all  the  tools 
and  machines  now  collected  in  engine  factories, 
his  progress  was  necessarily  expensive,  slow,  em- 
barrassed, and  all  execution  so  imperfect  as  to  pre- 
clude the  possibility  of  more  than  partial  success. 
Under  these  most  disadvantageous  circumstances, 
he  succeeded  in  the  autumn  of  1784  in  making  a 
private,  but  very  imperfect  experiment,  in  order  to 
test  some  of  the  principles  of  bis  invention.  And, 
notwithstanding  mnch  of  his  machinery  was  so 
uttciJy  defective  as  quickly  to  fail  in  many  parts, 
and  to  require  renewal  and  reconstruction  through- 
out, yet  so  well  convinced  was  he  of  ultimate  suc- 
cess from  this  experiment,  that,  at  the  October  ses- 
sion of  the  Virginia  Legislature  for  that  yrar,  he  - 
applied  for  and  obtained  an  act  guarantyine  to  him 
the  exclusive  use  of  his  invention  in  navigating  the 
waters  of  that  State.  This  will  be  seen  by  refer- 
ence to  the  statutes  of  that  Commonwealth.  About 
the  same  time,  also,  he  communicated  his  inven- 
tion to  (Jenpral  Washington,  as  appears  by  a  letter 
of  that  personage,  the  original  of  wbi^  h  was  be- 
fore the  committee,  dated  November,  1787,  to  the 
late  Governor  Johnson,  of  Maryland.  It  seems 
that  he  did  not  earlier  make  this  cummnnication  to 
Washington,  because  he  had  not  niiiiured  and  di- 
gested his  plan,  or  tested  its  truih  by  any,  even 
partial  experiments.  And  when  he  did  make  it, 
so  new,  so  bold,  so  original,  and  unheard  of  was 
it,  that  Washington  declares  in  ihat  letter  that  he 
considered  it  ''rather  as  an  ebullition  of  his  genius^' 
than  as  any  think  likely  to  be  available. 

In  the  beginning  of  the  next  year,    (January, 
1785,)  he   obtained  a  patent  trum  the  General  As- 
sembly of  Maryland  for  navigating  by  steam  the 
bays  and  rivers  of  that  State;  and  immediately  af- 
terwards commenced  preparations  for  an  experi- 
ment on  a  larger  scale.    Through  the  whole  of  this 
year  he  was  deeply  engaged  in  building  a  boat,  and 
procuring,  improving,  adapting,  and  testing  the 
several  parts  of  his  machinery.     He  did  not,  how- 
ever, from  the  causes  which  I  have  before  men- 
tioned, get  ready  for  a  puMic  mal  until  the  year 
following,  (1786,)   which,  all  things  considered, 
was  eminently  successful.    This  experiment  was 
made  on  the  Potomac,  near  Shepherdstown,  Vir- 
ginia, in  the  presence  of  hundreds  of  spectators. 
It  is  proven  by  various  witnesses.    It  is  described 
in  the   letter  of  Mr.  Bedinger,  and  certified    by 
Doctor  Alexander,  of  Baltimore,  for  whose  high 
respectability  I  refer  to  such  of  the  delegation  from 
Maryland  as  are  acquainted  with  him.    The  gen- 
tleman near  me  [Mr.  Jemifer]  says  there  is  no 
one  moie  worthy  of  full  confidence.    In  this  trial 
he  succeeded,  notwithstanding  the  unavoidable  im- 
perfection of  his  machinery,  in  proptUi$ig  his   boat 
againat  the  ewrrerU  by  steam  alone  four  or  five  mUee 
an  hour.    There  was  long  in  possession  of  onft  of 
his  family  an  ancient    pamphlet— with  high   evi- 
dences of  authenticity  upon  its  face,  which  I  have 
often  read,  and  the  general  contents  of  which,  I 
know,  are  recollected  by  many   persons  in  Ken- 
tucky— containing  the  approbatory   certificates  of 
numerous  gentlemen,  who  witnessed  this  exhibi- 
tion; amongst  them,  that  of  General  Gates,  as 
mentioned  by  Mr.  Bedinger.    This  pamphlet  has 
been  lost  or  mislaid,  and  those  interested  have  been 
unable  to  repossess  themselves  of  it,  or  to  obtain 
another  copy.    But,  independent  of  this  mass  of 
testimony,  ihc  proof  before  the  committee  as  lo  this 
experiment  is  so  clear,  so  ample  and  conclo^^ive, 
that  no  one  can  read  it  and  doubt.    The  results  of 
this  trial  were  by  no  means  discouraging.    So  far 
from  it,  that,  says  Doctor  Alexander,  who  was  on 
board,  "every  person  present  believed  that  Mr. 
Rumsey  had  accomplished  all  his  wishes.'*    The 
first   efforts  of  Fulton   in    America,  more  than 
twenty  years  after,  were  but  little  more  success- 
fnl.    It   was   not  until    after  repeated   trials- 
great  and  extensive  modificationa  and   improve- 
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menis,  leqoiring  macb  time  and  money,  and  testing 
to  the  almost  the  liberal  patronage  of  Livingston^ 
that  be  succeeded  in  obtaining  a  velocity  reasonably 
useful.  And  even  the  utmost  rapidity  with  which 
he  navigated  his  boats  was  far,  infinitely  far,  be- 
hind that  which  subsequrnt  improvement  has 
achieved.  I  speak  not  this  in  disparagement  of 
Fnlton.  It  cannot  be  so  understood.  Great  in- 
ventions, requiring  complicate  machinery,  are  ne- 
ver perfected  and  seldom  made  eminently  useful  at 
once.  High  excellence  is  rarely  attained  until  the 
mechanical  world  has  tendered  its  offerings — pour- 
ed in  its  contributions  through  a  long  series  of 
years.  Time,  labor,  money,  repeated  modifications 
and  experiments — ^the  conjoint  sugge5tions  of  prac- 
tical and  theoretical  mechanics,  are  all  prerequisite 
and  auxiliary  to  the  perfectnaiion  of  a  great  inven- 
tion. Take,  for  instance,  the  printing  press  of  Our 
day,  throwing  off  thousands  of  accurate  impres- 
sions in  an  hour.  From  its  wondrous  celerity  in 
multiplying  copies,  and,  thVongh  the  agency  of 
steam  on  the  land  and  the  water, scattering  ihem  far 
and  near,  it  may  almost  be  compared,  in  its  capa- 
city for  the  diffusion  of  intellectual  light,  to  the  sun 
in  the  heavens,  in  his  capacity  for  shedding  physi- 
cal warmth  and  radiance  upon  the  world.  And  yet 
the  press  of  our  day — all  admirable  as  it  is — is  but 
the  rude  wooden  type  and  clumsy  apparatus  of  the 
great  German  inventor,  in  a  beautiful,  improved 
and  perfected  form. 

The  spinning  machine,  which  has  so  highly  en- 
couraged one  important  branch  of  agriculture,  and 
so  greatly  advanced  the  civilization  and  happiness 
of  mankind,  by  clothini^  millions  in  comfort  and 
decency,  who  wonld  otherwise  have  rtipained  in 
ragged,  sqaalid  degradation— the  spinning  ma- 
chine of  our  day,  all  perfect  as  it  is,  would  scarce 
be  reco«niiied  as  bis  own  by  the  inventor,  Ark- 
wrigh%  if  it  wtte  not  that  the  same  principle — the 
idea  of  making  many  threads  at  once  by  machine- 
ry-r-is  preserved.. 

Great,  though  not  equally  so,  for  the  same  lime 
has  not  elapsed,  has  been  the  improvement  in  the 
steamboat.  A  hundred  minds  and  a  thousandi 
hands  have  each  contributed  something  to  the  sim- 
plification of  its  machinery  and  the  extension  of  its 
powers.  This  is  strikingly  illustrated  on  the  West- 
em  waters,  where  the  early  boats  of  Pulton  were 
nearly  a  month  in  making  the  trip  from  New  Or- 
leans to  Louisville,  which  is  now  not  unfrequently 
performed  in  less  than  a  week.  It  is  equally  ap- 
parent in  the  increa^^ed  speed  ot  the  boats  upon  the 
Hudson,  as  appears  from  the  report  of  the  Secreta- 
ry of  the  Treasury  on  the  steam  engine,  laid  a  few 
days  ago  upon  our  tables. 

It  is  probable,  nay,  certain,  that  ulumate  excel- 
lence is  not  yet  attained;  and  that  the  steamboats  of 
the  pre^sent  time  will  bear  the  same  relation  to  those 
of  fifty  years  hence,  which  the  first  boats  of  Fulton 
in  1807,  or  the  original  boat  of  Rumsey  on  the  Po- 
tomac in  1786,  bf  ar  to  those  of  the  present  day. 
But  this  piogressive  improvement  detracts  nething 
from  the  merits  either  of  him  who  first  drew  the  at- 
tention of  mechanical  men  to  the  subject  by  actual 
and  successful  experiment,  though  he  left  it  incom- 
plete in  consequence  of  premature  death,  nor  of 
him  who  afterwards  improved  upon  and  brought  it 
into  gf  neral  operation.  They  laid  the  foundation; 
they  created  the  basis  of  all^  subsequent  action. 
There  ij  glory  enough  in  so  great  an  invention  for 
both — for  Ramsey,  who  originated  the  steamboat, 
and  by  actual  trial  proved  iu  capability,  and  for 
Pulton,  who  subsequently  carried  out  the  grand 
desii^n,  and  introduced  it  into  common  use. 

They— I  speak  it  not  lightly  or  arrogantly,  but 
from  a  deep  conviction  of  its  sober  truth — deserve 
to  be  ranked  among  the  highest  benefactors  of  their 
species— higher,  far,  than  nine-tenths  of  the  war- 
riors and  statesmen  whose  achievements  blaze  upon 
the  page  of  history,  and  occupy  so  large  a  portion 
of  the  world's  regard  and  admiration.  To  say  no- 
thing of  other  nations,  their  labors  have  contributed 
immeasurably  to  the  advancement  of  all  the  great 
interests  of  their  country;  their  labors  have  added 
'hundreds  of  millions  to  its  wealth.  Sir,  you  have 
no  arithmetic  of  powers  vast  enough  by  which  to 
estimate  the'  benefits  of  the  steamboat  in  a  pecuniae 
ry  point  of  view  aWne.  Their  labors  have  render- 
ed the  whole  Republic  more  prosperous  in  peace. 


more  powerlul  and  defensible  in  war.  Their  la- 
bors, too,  have  tended,  in  no  small  degref ,  to  the 
preservation  of  human  life.  I  am  aware  that  the 
truth  of  this  last  asterticn  may  not  be  universally 
admitted;  but  it  will  scarcely  be  questioned,  at  lea:>t 
by  a  Western  or  Sou ih western  man,  who  recollects 
the  old  mode  of  conducting  our  commerce.  Small 
as  that  commerce  was  before  the  introduction  af  the 
steamboat,  it  drew  off  a  larger  portion  of  popula- 
tion than  is  new  necessary  to  transact  it,  although 
so  immensely  extended.  Even  then,  more  died  in 
the  long  and  exposed  and  laborious  voyages  in 
keels  and  bargee,  or  the  exhausting  return  by  land 
under  a  vertical  sun,  thin  now  perish  from  steam- 
boat explosions.  But  they  dropped  off  one  by  one; 
they  sank  obscurely  into  the  grave  by  the  wayside; 
or,  afler  reaching  their  homes,  fell  victims  to  dis- 
ease incurred  by  a  long  sojourn  and  travel  in 
southern  climes.  The  consumption  of  life,  though 
known  to  be  great  in  the  aggregate,  happening  so 
much  in  detail,  made  no  impression.  But  now, 
every  steamboat  disaster  creates  a  sensation,  and 
is  proclaimed  in  the  universal  press  of  the  country. 
If  the  mighty  commerce  now  in  progress  on  the 
Western  waters  had  to  be  couducted  in  the  old  way, 
it  would  require  the  agency  of  so  many  individuals 
that  it  would  not  be  long  before  the  sides  of  the 
public  roads,  from  New  Orleans  to  the  upper 
States,  and  the  banks  of  that  great  river  which 
pours  into  the  Gulf  the  congregated  waters  of  near- 
ly half  a  continent,  would  be  almost  continued 
graveya^-ds. 

But  to  return  from  this  digression,  in  which,  as  I 
promised  brevity,  I  ought  not  to  have  indulged. 
After  his  experiment — successful  experiment — up- 
on the  Potomac,  in  1786,  to  which  I  have  adverted, 
Rumsey,  being  under  the  strong  conviction  Uiat 
skilful  workmen  and  perfect  machinery  were  alone 
wanting  to  the  most  complete  success,  and  .sensible 
that  such  eonld  not  then  be  procured  in  America, 
resolved  to  go  to  England.  With  slender  means 
of  his  own,  and  aided — ^no,  not  aided--but  mocked 
and  deluded  by  some  timid  and  unsteady  patronagi*, 
he  there  resumed  with  untiring  energy  his  great  un- 
dertaking. He  proceeded  to  procure  patents  from 
the  British  Government  for  steam  navigation,  and 
various  inventions  embracing  improved  steam  en- 
gines and  boilers;  those  of  Watt,  and  all  preceding 
ones,  being  extremely  inartificial  and  imperfact. 
These  patents  bear  date  in  the  beginning  of  1788. 
Many  of  his  inventions,  in  one  modified  form  or 
another,  are  now  in  general  use.  As,  for  instance, 
the  cylindrical  boiler,  so  superior  to  the  old  tub  or 
still-boilers,  in  the  presentation  of  fire  surface,  and 
capacity  for  holding  highly  rarefied  steam,  is  de- 
scribed, both  single  and  combined,  in  his  specifi- 
cations, and  is  identical  in  principle  with  the  tub- 
boiler  which  he  used  in  his  Potomac  experiment. 

Difficulties  and  embarrassments  of  a  pecuniary 
nature,  and  others  such  as  invariably  obstruct  the 
progress  of  a  new  invention,  attended  him  in  Eng- 
land. He  was  often  compelled  to  abandon,  tem- 
porarily, his  main  object,  and  turn  his  attention  to 
something  else,  in  order  to  raise  means  to  resume 
it.  He  undertook,  with  the  same  power,  but  by 
its  more  judicious  application,  to  produce  higher 
results  in  several  waterworks,  in  all  which  he  suc- 
ceeded, realizing  thereby  some  reputation,  and 
some  funds  to  apply  to  his  favorite  project 

At  another  time,  as  mentioned  by  the  committee 
in  their  report,  in  order .  to  avoid  a  "London  jail," 
and  the  delay,  if  not  defeat,  of  all  his  high  hopes, 
he  was  compelled  to  transfer,  at  what  he  consider- 
ed a  ruinous  sacrifice,  a  large  interest  in  his  inven- 
tions— a  contract  whiph  entangled  and  embarrassed 
him  during  the  remainder  of  his  short  life.  '  i  till, 
however,  he  struggled  on,  undismayed;  had  con- 
structed a  boat  of  about  one  hundred  tons  burden, 
and  pushed  forward  his  machinery  so  near  to  the 
point  of  completion  as  to  be  able  to  indicate  a  day 
not  very  distant  for  a  public  exhibition,  when  his 
sudden  death  ensued  from  apoplexy,  while  discus- 
sing the  principles  of  one  of  his  inventions  before 
a  philosophical  society  of  London.  A  very  iffte- 
resting  account  of  the  manner  of  his  death  is  given 
in  the  letter  of  R.  C.  Wakefield,  amongst  the  pa- 
pers before  the  select  committee.  With  bis  life,  the 
whole  project  ceased;  there  was  no  one  present  to 
admiDister;  there  was  no  one  interested  in  his  oft> 


dertaking  possessed  of  skill  and  ability  locairyit 
out.  Most  men  looked  upon  it  as  wild  and  visioa* 
ary.  Few  would  have  been  willing  to  incnr  fin 
ridicule  of  attempting  to  complete  it.  All  that  ht 
left — his  very  boat  and  machinery — ^barely  sniBoed 
to  satisfy  anxious  and  greedy  creditors. 

With  the  sudden  death  of  Piesco,  of  Genoa,  that 
most  extraordinary  revolntioo  which,  in  a  single 
night,  with  admirable  abiliiyi  he  had  nearly  effect- 
ed, ceased,  rolled  back,  became  abortive.  So  4id  dw 
sudden  death  of  his  humbler,  but  more  useful  ims 
arrest  all  further  prosecution,  at  the  time,  of  the 
great  object  -to  which  he  had  so  intently  devoted 
'himself,  and  which,  in  some  of  the  modes  vhidt 
he  contemplated,  he  must,  had  time  been  nikived, 
have  completed.  He  was  not  permitled  to  live  to 
witness  the  realrzation  of  the  high  design  which  be 
had  conceived,  and  the  consammation  of  whi^  hi 
never  doubted,  to  use  his  ewn  bold  language,  **ihe 
navigation  of  our  great  rivers,  the  lakes,  the  golf 
stream,  the  ocean  itself,  by  the  agency  of  steam.** 

Mr.  Speaker,  it  is  evident  from  the  infonnatioB 
before  the  committee  who  reported  this  lesohiiieB, 
that  Rumsey,  from  the  introductory  letters  wfaidi 
he  carried,  from  the  high  order  of  mechanical  ge- 
nius which  he  displayed,  and  the  daring  and  origi- 
nal project  which  he  was  attempting,  aitneUd 
some  attention  in  London,  and  secnred  to  hisMdf 
the  acquaintance  and  friendship  of  many  respeeta- 
ble  men.  It  is  fair  io  presume  that  other  intelUgoit 
Americans  then  resident  in  London  wonki  hate 
formed  some  acqaaintanoe  both  with  him  and  the 
novel  design  he  was  pro<«cuting.  It  is  known  ifaat 
Pulton  was  for  many  years  during  and  afier  this 
period  living  in  Europe,  and  spending  Anch  of  hii 
time  in  London;  and  in  the  absence  of  all  otter 
pi  oof,  it  could  scarcely  be  believed  that  he,  wRhatir 
lent  for  these  things,  with  a  mind  dineeted  to  sadk 
objects,  would  have  failed  in  becoming  aeqnainled 
with  and  interesting  himself  in  the  opentjoos  of 
his  countryman,  who  was  occupying  a  posiltion  of 
painful  prominence;  so  much  so  that,  as  he  sMes 
in  a  letter  to  his  brother,  his  piojeot  was  the  6e> 
quent  subject  of  newspaper  remartc,  aai  even  af 
"play-house  wit.**  But  alt  donbt  is  reaaoved  by 
the  letter  of  Rumsey  to  his  friend,  BCr.  Wot, 
in  America,  in  whM  he  speaks  of  Pulton  as  jf 
they  were  on  terms  of  intimacy^  Does  not  the  cm* 
elusion  almost  irresistibly  follow,  that,  Ihim  ihisa^ 
sociation  with  Rumsey,  and  aoquaintanee  vitthh 
plans,  Fnlton  Was  advanced  in  knowledge^  WM 
led  to  reflect,  and  ultimately  to  a^  on  Ills  mbfeell 
And  whether  his  appHeation  of  steam  pvwer  w 
identical  or  dissimilar — original  or  deHvad  whet 
\j  new,  or  modificatMns  and  imprOTeneHW  oa 
some  df  Rnmsey^s  plans— still  it  appeania^ 
that  it  wonld  be  cmel  injustice  to  the  memoiyaNhii 
persevering,  ardent,  talented,  but  nnfortnnaie  AM 
^unfortunate  in  being  cut  off  in  the  j^riaM  etli^ 
and  in  the  midst  of  his  career— to  wf  that  the  wMil 
was  under  no  obligation  to  him  for  an  inveMiflBas 
incalculably,  so  supremely  important 

If  further  evidence  were  wanting  to 
this  scquaintance  with  Rumsey  was  noc 
five  in  turning  Fulton's  attention  to  the  sa 
it  will  be  found  in  the  fact  that  he 
it  in  1793,  very  shortly  afler  the  death  of  1 
sey.  This  is  apparent  from  tUs  oorresf; 
with  Lord  Stanhope,  who  himMlf  inadn  \ 
periments  in  1795.  FolU>n  went  to  Europe  ftr  % 
purpose  of  introducing  his  torpedo  for  ihaeafb* 
sion  of  ships;  but,  after  the  death  of  ffuiawj^  As 
steamboat  seems  to  hate  engaged  his  chief  «A»» 
tion,  until  his  final  success  in  1807.  It  is 
and  so  stated  by  his  biographer,  that,  b^h« 
turn  to  America,  he  wu  for  many  years 
employed  in  studying  the  subject,  in  c 
variety  of  models,  and  making  a  aeries 
ments  on  a  small  scale.  And  when  it  is  i 
ed  ihat  fifteen  years  thus  elapsed  befora  la 
ed'a  motion  much  ezceediog  five  miles  aa 
ismatter  of  admiration  that  Rnmaej,  ^ 
reflected  lights,  should  in  the  short  p«ioAii 
him  have  effected  so  mnch. 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  have  mnder8tood-»I 
with  what  truth,  but  I  believe  the  faot  la  4 
in  '*Golden's  Life'«--tbat  wfatn  Potal  i 
ftrst  essay  before  the  city  of  BImt 
multitndejusembled—flios^  of'.  ~ 
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beKoTexB,  soeerera.  After  a  few  reYolutioDS  of  the 
en^Ae,  some  accident  occarred  from  imperfect  ma- 
dkuery,  leading  to  a  temporary  suspension  of  the 
erperimenU  A  sihylant  voice  arose  from  the  crowd, 
<«ff«faulM.  fTekntmUwoMmtdc.''  Scorn  and 
dension  were  ponred  forth  upon  the  man  who^  im- 
profiog  on  the  labors  of  hit  predecessor,  Ramsey, 
was  doing  more  for  the  benefit  of  hi ^  species  than 
has  ever  been  effected  by  all  the  mighty  armies  and 
nctorions  chiefs,  ''from  Macedonia's  madman  to 
the  Swede."  Now,  suppose  that  Foltoo,  before  le- 
medylng  the  defect,  had  suddenly  died  —in  a  land 
of  strangers,  too — leayii^  no  one  with  legal  autho- 
rity to  act  for  him— leaving  no  one  interested  in  his 
design,  of  skill  and  talent  to  consummate  it- 
poor— ^mbamssed — in  debt — with  executions  le- 
vied on  his  very  boat  and  engine,  and  merely  sus- 
peaded  as  a  matter  of  special  grace,  until  this  trial 
should  be  made:  suppose,  from  these  oi  the  like 
eaoses,  the  completion  of  the  steamboat  had  been 
postponed  for  another  twenty  years;  at  die  end  of 
which  time  some  other  ingenious  man  who  had  wit- 
K$ted  Fulton^  efforts — who  was  intimate  with  bis 
plans — ^wbo  had  been  deeply  impressed  by  bis  pow- 
afjal  and  locid  aiguments,  and  warmed  and  excited 
to. take  an  interest  in  the  subject,  by  hi.s  bold  and 
sanguine  spirit--had,  after  long  private  prepara- 
tion, openly  resumed  the  project;  and,  undef  more 
favormble  aospices— from  a  more  advanced  state 
of  the  mechanic  arts,  or  the  benign  influence  of  a 
more  liberal  patronage— had  succeeded,  triumph- 
antly succeeded,  in  establishing  the  utility  of  the 
steamboat,  either  on  some  ol  Fulton^  plans,  or  by 
modifications  and  improvements  of  his  own:  now, 
ask  the  friends  of  Fulton  whether,  in  this  state  of 
the  case— and  more  especially  if  his  had  been  the 
origiaal  effort — his  memory  should  have  gone  down 
Bto  oblivion  unlrnown  and  nnhonored  by  his  coun- 
ryl  As  success  alone,  naked  success,  is  the  crite- 
rion by  which  the  world  forms  its  estimate  of  me- 
jity  I  know  this  other  individual  would,  generally, 
have  monopolized  the  honor;  but  the  inquiring,  the 
rellectiag,  and  the  just,  would  not  have  passed  nn- 
ji^arded  the  name  of  Fulton. 

Mr*  Speaker,  I  would  not,  if  I  could,  take  a  sin- 
gle ray  from  the  just  fame  of  Fulton.    It  is  ad- 
milted  on  all  hands  that  he  improved  upon,  and 
fint  broadly  introduced  the  steamboafinto  general 
use,  and  for  this  alone  he  is  entitled  to  the  bonnd- 
Jesa  and  eternal  gratitude  of  mankind.    The  world 
has  been  liberal  in  the  conference  of  honor — some- 
thto^,  too,  his  country  has  done  for  his  descend- 
aata — something  further  this  House  proposed  doing 
at  the  late  session.    To  that  measure,  when  it  was 
first  ap— the  only  occasion  when  I  was  present — 
I  gare  my  cordial  a<»ent;  and  I  would  have  raised 
my  Toice  in  its  favor,  had  I  not  been  sensible  that 
a  caase  sustained,  as  it  was,  by  the  fervid  eloquence 
aiul  fiowerfol  arguments  of  the  gentlemen  from 
Soath  Carolina,  Pennsylvania,  New  York,    and 
Kearocky,  [Messrs.  LEOAas,  Biddle,  Hoppman, 
and    CiTAWBEBS,]  needed  not  my  feeble  advocacy. 
BoK  in  denying  him  originality,  I  ^o  him  no  inju»» 
lice*     He  never  claimed  jt  himself.  '  His  partial 
biopapher  cannot  claim  it  for  him.    The  very 
firac  act  of  the  New  York  Legislature  in  his  favor, 
ia  1798,  recognises  him  not  as  the  ipventor,  but  the 
iBiprover.    All  men  who  have  looked  into  the  sub- 
jeet  know  that  it  did  not  begin  with  him.    Long 
before,  the  design  had  been  conceived,  to  a  good 
extent  accomplished,  its  practicability  proved,  an.l 
y^BB  persisted  in  and  prosecuted  under  the  most  fa- 
T€ftrttt>le  cireumstanoM,  with  unwavering  confideiiee 
and  Irrepressible  resolution,  until  his  dying  hour, 
by  James  Rumsey;  but  for  his  aoquaratance  with 
wbam,  it  is  probable  the  powerful  mind  of  Fulton 
irottld  never  have  been  brought  to  act  upon  the 
iitfeject,  and  but  for  whom  it  is  probable  the  world 
vroold  yet  have  been  without  the  benefits  of  the 
ilea«nl>oat. 

jMr.  S|»eaker,  there  was  but  one  individual  who 
poiatesied  Rumsey's  title  to  piioriiy  in  the  applica- 
ti^o  of  steam  to  navigation;  and  about  his  claims 
[  ^riztti  to  make  a  remark  or  two,  in  a  spirit  of  can- 
Ipr  and  chanty;  for,  as  to  the  experiment  ascribed 
o  Uae  Spaniard  Garay,  three  hundred  years  ago, 
n^  imantioned  by  the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  [Mr. 
E>0j*o^M»]  at  the  last  session,  when  I  was  not  pre- 
f0mt9  1  caa  only  say*  that  ii  any  9116I1  erer  wu 


made,  all  knowledge  ef  it  had  sunk  into  utter  obli- 
vion. Ages— <centuries  had  rolled  round,  and  the 
most  profound  silence  and  ignorance  prevailed  in 
regard  to  it.  It  was  unknown  to  history—un- 
known to  tradition — and  could  have  had  no  influ- 
ence whatever  in  bringing  forward  the  steamboat 
in  comparatively  modern  limes.  I  acknowledge 
that  this  statement  appears  tn  me  to  be  an  entire 
fiction;  that,  if  there  be  such  a  record,  it  was  not 
based  upon  fact.  It  can  scarcely  be  credited  by 
any  one  who  will  look  into  the  history  of  the  origin  j 
progress,  and  improvement  of  the  steam  engine, 
which,  more  than  two  hundred  years  aflerwards, 
was  used  for  scarcely  any  purpose  except  pump- 
ing water  from  mines,  where  but  little  machinery, 
and  nothing  but  a  simple  rectilinear  action,  was 
required.  If  Garay  was  thus  three  centuries  in  ad- 
vance of  alt  the  world,  while  his  genius  challenges 
our  highest  admiration,  we  are  forced  to  acknow- 
ledge that  he  lived  in  vam;  for,  if  the  archives  of 
the  Spanish  monarchy  do  present  any  basis  for 
this  statement,  there  it  would  have  mouldered  into 
dust,  if  the  success  of  the  steamboat  in  this  new 
world  had  nor  given  interest  to  every  thing  con- 
nected with  the  subject,  and  caused  the  eye  of 
of  some  antiquarian  to  rest  upon  the  passage, 
which  would  otherwise  have  been  neglected  as  un- 
intelligible or  incredible. 

I  said,  Mr.  Speaker,  there  was  but  one  person 
contested  Rumsey ^s  title  to  precedence.  It  is  stated 
in  the  American  Supplement  to  ReesVs  Encyclope- 
dia—on the  subject  of  Steam — that  Fitch  made  an 
experiment  on  the  Delaware  in  1783.  If  this  were 
true,  he  preceded  Rumsey.  But  I  challenge  the 
world  to  prodnce  the  testimony  of  a  respectable 
witness,  living  or  dead  to  corroborate  this  statement 
None  such  can  be  produced.  The  assertion  is  ut- 
terly erroneous.  Fitch  himself  did  not  claim  to 
have  thought  of  it  (steam  navigation)  until  1785. 
In  1787  he  built  a  boat  and  machinery  on  the  Dela- 
ware, and  made  his  first  experiments  in  1788. 
These  facts  are  very  cjearly  proven  by  various  evi- 
dence before  the  committee.  I  will  recapitulate  but 
a  part.  ^  The  letter  of  General  Washington  to  Gh>- 
vernor  Johnson,  written  in  November,  1787,  which 
I  have  before  adverted  to,  says  that  Rumsey  com- 
municated to  him  his  steamboat  invention  in  No- 
vember, 1784,  and  that  some  time  afterwards  Fitch 
called  upon  him,  claiming  for  himself  a  similar 
invention,  and  requesting  an  introductory  letter, 
'*which  he  (Washington)  declined  giving,  and  went 
so  far  as  to  inform  Mr.  Fitch  that,  though  he  was 
liot  at  liberty  to  disclose  the  principles  of  Mr.  Rum- 
sey's  discovery,  he  could  venture  to  assure  him 
that  he  (Fitch)  was  not  original,  but  that  the 
idea  had  been  communicated  to  him  by  Mr.  Rum- 
sey." Now,  as  Rumsey  made  no  communication 
on  the  subject  to  Washington  until  November, 
1784,  it  is  probable  that  this  interview  on  the  part 
of  Firch  did  not  take  place  until  the  year  following; 
and,  indeed,  as  I  will  hereafter  show,  not  until  the 
commencement  of  1786;  and,  in  either  case,  it  was 
at  a  time  when  Rumsey  was  exerting  every  nerve  in 
preparing  for  that  experiment  which  he  made  on  the 
Potomac  in  1786,  and  which  I  have  before  mentioned. 
At  all  events,  it  was  longaAtr  the  private  experiment 
which  Rumsey  made  in  1784,  in  order  to  test  some 
"of  the  principles  of  his  invention.  If  the  state- 
ment in  the  Encyclopedia,  that  Fitch  made  experi- 
ments on  the  Deleware  near  Philadelphia,  in  1783, 
were  true,  can  it  be  believed  that  Washington, 
whose  comprehensive  vision  took  in  every  thing 
likely  to  be  of  any  use  to  his  country,  would,  at  so 
short  a  distance,  have  never  heard  of  it?  And  if 
he  had  never  heard  of  it,  can  it  be  credited  that 
Fitch,  whose  originality  was  questioned  and  de- 
nied, would  have  failed  in  certifying  him  of  ii? 
And  if  Washington  had  either  heard  of  it  before, 
or  been  informed  of  it  by  Fitch  at  thi*  meeting, 
could  he,  to  whom  Rumsey  had  made  to  di'vclo- 
sure  on  the  subject  until  November,  1764,  have 
said  to  Fitch,  Sir,  yon  are  not  original;  Rumsey  is 
betvre  you?  No  !  every  one  will  see  in  that  let- 
ter, not  onl  7  a  refutation  of  the  statement  in  the 
Encyclopedia,  but  a  refutation  of  Fitches  claim  to 
precedence.  On  his  own  presentation  of  his  care — 
on  his  own  statements,  declarations,  and  admis- 
sions, Washington  refttsea  to  give  him  a  letter,  and 
aaeores  him  tbitt  he  bus  been  anticipated  by  Rum. 


sey.  There  is  also  a  letter  from  Washington  to 
Rumsey,  written  in  March,  1786,  bearing  upon  this 
point.  It  will  be  seen  in  the  13ih  volume  of 
Sparke^i  Life.  In  this  letter  Washington  urges 
Rumsey  to  bring  forward  his  invention;  wArns  him 
that  his  secret  is  leaking  out,  and  that  others  will 
take  advantage  of  it,  and  goes  on  to  state  that  one 
individual  had  called  on  him,  claiming  for  himself 
a  plan  of  steam  navigation,  and  requesting  a  leUcr 
of  introduction,  which  he  declined  giving.  Now, 
it  can  scarcely  be  doubted  that  the  individual  here 
alluded  to  was  Fitch,  and  that  his  interview  gave 
rise  to  this  admonitory  letter,  and  took  place  not 
long  before  its  date. 

The  January  number  of  the  "New  York  Re- 
view," just  published,  contains  a  well-written  arti- 
cle on  **sieam  navigation,^*  and  I  regret  that  the 
writer  was  not  in  possession  ef  all  the  facts  touch- 
ing its  early  history.  It  therein  appears  that  Mr. 
Ogden,  claiming  certain  rights  as  represeniative  of 
Fitch,  asserted  them  by  petition  brfore  the  Legis- 
lature of  New  York.  Among  other  testimony  be- 
fore  the  committee  raised  on  this  petition,  was  that 
of  Gen.  Bloomfield,  fixing  the  period  of  Fitch's  ex- 
periment to  1787  or  17S8.  Qn  the  authority  of  De 
Warville,  the  correspondent  of  Jefferson,  and  an 
eminent  French  writer  of  the  period,  I  feel  warrant- 
ed in  saying  that  it  was  the  latter  year. 

In  his  work — published  in  1789 — which  will  be 
found  in  your  library,  he  states  that,  being  in 
Philadelphia  in  September,  1788,  he  attended  by  in- 
vitation, and  witnessed  Fitch's  experiment.  In  a 
note,  written  in  the  February  following,  in  London, 
be  says: 

'1  hare  just  become  acqualoted  with  Mr.  Rummy,  of  Virgi- 
nia, a  smtleman  of  great  ingenuity,  wlio  propowe  building  a 
vevel  in  which,  wiihoutaaile,  and  by  Meam  atone,  be  will  croee 
the  Atlantic  in  fifteen  daya^" 

This  sublime  conception,  this  bold  undertaking 
of  Rumsey,  the  accomplishment  of  which  in  the 
last  year  has  created  so  vast  a  sensation,  was  not 
unknown  to  me  and  others  of  his  family,  but,  with- 
out the  high  authority  cf  De  Warville,  I  would 
not  have  ventui^d  to  have  named  it.  The  English 
article  in  the  Encyclopedia  manifests  much  igno- 
rance and  carelessless  in  its  preparation;  as,  for  in- 
stance, without  the  shadow  of  truth  or  evidence, 
it  ascribes  to  Mr.  Symington  the  honor  of  intro- 
ducing the  steamboat  into  America,  and  at  the  same 
time  Slates  that  Symingion^s  first  experiments  were 
on  the  Forth  and  Clyde,  in  1801.  Lord  Stanhope, 
Symington,  the  Abbe  Arnel  of  France,  Ful* 
ton,  and  others,  seem  to  have  been  urged  to  reflec- 
tion and  action  on  this  subject,  in  consequence^  of 
Rumsey's  operations  in  London.  The  American 
supplemental  article  in  the  Encyclopedia  is  also, 
in  many  respects,  unfair,  disingenuous,  and  un- 
true. The  compiler,  who  is  the  partial  eulogi^  of 
Fulton,  aware  that  be  cannot  ascribe  to  his  favo- 
rite the  glory  of  originality,  endeavors  to  mystify 
and  becloud,  rather  than  to  illustrate,  the  true  his- 
tory of  the  invention  bf  the  steamboat.  He  gives 
to  Fitch,  whose  claims  were  tin  tenable,  precedence 
of  Rumsey;  and  I  think  I  have  shown  that  he  sue-' 
ceeded  him.  although  1  have  drelt  on  but  part  of 
the  evidence:  that  evidence,  taken  together,  most 
clearly  proves  that  Fitch  was  but  a  borrower.  The 
compiler  goes  further,  and,  as  if  to  do  away  with  all 
claim  which  Rumsey,  or  even  Fitch,  might  have 
upon  the  good  opinion  of  their  countrymen,  says 
that  the  idea  of  steam  navigation  had  b^en  inter- 
tained  at  a  still  earlier  period  by  Hulls,  of  England, 
and  that  therefore  he  is  better  entitled  to  the  honor 
of  originality  than  Rumsey,  although  he  admits 
that  he  made  no  attempt  to  reduce  it  to  practice, 
and  Rumsey,  underthe  most  adverse  circumstances, 
actually  succeeded  in  running  a  boat  against  the 
current  of  a  river  four  or  five  miles  an  hour.  The 
compiler  further  alleges  that  Rumsey,  with  unli- 
mited patronage,  and  after  full  trial,  abandoned  the 
project  as  hopeless.  lodispuiable  testimony  showN 
that  the  assertion  is  as.  unfounded  and  fal^  as  it 
is  illiberal  and  cruel.  I  judge  that  it  is  from  this 
work  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  deduces 
what  he  calls  his  "miscellaneous  facts''  in  the  re- 
port upon  the  steam  engine,  laid  upon  our  tables  a 
few  days  ago.  And  from  the  misquotation  of 
names  and  confusion  of  dates— caused,  no  doubt, 
by  hasty  reference — ^he  has  not  improved  the  accti- 
racy  of  the  ariginal  article, 


294 


APPENDIX  TO  THE  CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBE. 


Mar.  I95«.> 


25th  Cong 3d  Skss. 


National  Defence — Mr.  Johnson. 


H.  of  Reps. 


From  the  ignorance  and  carelessness,  wilfal  or 
otherwise,  displayed  in  this  treatise  in  the  Encyclo- 
pedia, I  have  no  confidence  in  the  statement  that 
Halls,  of  E^Dgland,  obtained  a  patent  fer  steam  na- 
'  vigation  one  hundred  years  agn.  I  am  led  to  this 
r  conclusion  by  various  reflections.  The  steam  en- 
gine at  that  early  day,  and,  indeed,  down  to  ihe 
time  of  Watt  in  the  latter  part  of  the  eighteenth 
century,  was  very  inefficient,  and  very  little  used 
even  for  the  Fimplest  purposes.  It  is  not  stated,  so 
far  as  my  examination  has  gone,  what  agent  Hulls 
contemplated  using,  whether  steam  or  animal 
power.  And,  further,  Rumsey  obtained  a  patent 
from  the  British  Government  for  the  same  object 
(steam  navigation)  long  afterwards,  (in  1788,) 
which  wasthen  considered  by  all  the  intelligent  and 
scientific  men  of  London  as  new  and  original. 

But  even  if  the  idea  of  steam  navigation  had 
been  entertained  in  Europe  at  this  anterior  period, 
Rumsty  was  not  the  less  original.  Tber3  was  no 
knowledge  in  America  that  »uch  a  de sicn  had  ever 
been  presented  ia  Europe.  Rumsey,  imperfectly 
educated  as  he  was,  with  a  slight  acquaintance 
with  books,  relying,  as  he  did,  on  his  own  re- 
sources, on  bis  own  inventive  genius,  had  never 
heard  of  it,  and  even  if  he  had  heard  that  such  a 
suggestion  had  been  made,  it  can  operate  nothing 
in  diminution  of  his  merit.  I,  sir^  Crin  declare  that 
I  have  invented  a  plan  fur  aerial  navigation — that 
I  have  devised  a  machine  by  which  I  will  soar  aloft 
above  the  dull  atmosphere  encompa^^sing  the  earth, 
where  clouds  and  storm*  prevail,  into  the  pure  re- 
gions of  ether,  where,  m4inufacturing  an  air  suita- 
ble to  the  sustentation  of  life,  I  will  traverse  thou- 
sands of  miles  in  an  hour.  But  if  i  stop  here — if  I 
exhibit  no  plan— if  I  devise  no  machinery — if  I,  in 
no  way,  prove  its  feasibility — surely  I  am  entitled 
to  no  credit  for  this  suggestion  of  a  wandering  fan- 
cy, common,  no  doubt,  to  thousands.  If  you  af- 
terwards, whether  you  have  heard  my  suggestion 
or  not,  devise  a  plan,  construct  machinery,  and 
actually  succeed  in  navigating  the  air,  the  honor  of 
originality  is  exclusively  your  own.  I  Cannot  par- 
ticipate— it  would  b-*  preposterous  for  me  to  arro- 
gate any  portion  of  the  credit.  If,  from  the  infant 
state  of  the  mechanic  arts,  or  your  poverty,  or  your 
early  death,  you  left  it  incomplete,  although  you 
had  done  enoui^h  to  prove  its  practicability,  and  to 
attract  to  it  the  attention  of  ingenious  and  scientific 
men,  and  another  afterwards,  improving  upon  your 
plan,  brought  it  into  successful  and  general  opera- 
tion, would  it  not  be  unfair  that  your  claims,  al- 
'though  you  had  found  the  diamond,  although  yon 
bad  put  the  ball  in  motion,  should  be  entirely  su- 
perseded and  disregarded?  Should  not  the  world, 
in  the  rendition  of  a  just  judgment,  place  yon  at 
least  on  terms  of  equality? 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  will  not  detain  the  House  longer; 
I  have  already  occupied  too  much  time.  I  will 
only  add,  that  while  many  of  the  representatives 
of  James  Rumsey  are  ,  poor,  very  poor — for,  in 
coBsevuence  of  his  early  death,  they  never  derived 
any  benefits  from  the  numerous  inventions  of  their 
ancestor,  except  such  as  have  been  enjoyed  by  the 
whole  country — there  is  yet  one  of  them  whose 
claims  address  themselves  to  the  best  sympathies 
of  our  nature.  The  one  to  whom  I  allude  is  the 
only  son,  the  only  living  child,  of  James  Rumsey. 
While  his  father  waff  in  England  devoting  himself 
with  fatal  intensity  to  the  completion  of  the  steam- 
boat, that  son,  by  a  malignant  disease — scarlet  fe- 
ver—was, in  early  infancy,  deprived  of  the  facul- 
ties of  speech  and  hearing.  Talented,  ingenious, 
ready  and  dexterous  at  various  mechanical  em- 
,  ployments,  he  is  now  earning  a  scanty  subsistence 
by  daily  labor;  but,  with  the  improvidence  com- 
mon to  persons  in  \m  condition,  makiag  no  prepa- 
ration for  approaching  old  age.  To  the  support 
and  comfort  of  the  evening  of  his  life  I  have 
thought  his  country  might  contribute  something, 
without  violating  any  principle  of  wise  policy. 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  have  stood  upon  the  bank  of  the 
beautiful  river  which  washes  the  broad  border  of 
my  own  beloved  State,  and  contemplated  tbe  ma- 
jestic steam  palace  in  her  proud  career,  exchanging 
with  rapidity  and  cheapness  the  productiona  of  dif- 
ferent climes,  conveying  with  comfort  and  expedi- 
tion the  travelling  public,  giving  new  life  and  en- 
eigy  to  commeroei  to  a^altaxty  to  national  in- 


dustry and  enterprise:  I  say,  Mr.  Speaker,  I  have 
stood  in  musing  mood  upon  the  shore  of  the  fair 
Ohio,  and  viewed  the  noble  steamer  moving  victo- 
rious against  wind  and  current, 

"Walking  the  waien  like  a  thing  of  life"— 
and  then  reflected  that  the  only  son  of  the  man  who 
first  seriously  attracted  the  attention  of  the  skilful 
and  ingenious  to  the  subject — the  only  son  of  the 
man  who  first  yoked  the  power  of  steam  to  the  car 
of  commerce — the  only  son  of  the  man  who  first, 
by  actual  trial,  proved  its  practicability — tbe  only 
son  of  the  man  who,  in  his  arduous  struggles  to 
perfect  and  present  to  the  world  the  steamboat,  ex- 
pended his  little  fortune,  banished  himself  from  bis 
home  and  his  country,  and,  in  spite  of  all  obstacles, 
was  pushing  onwards  to  success,  when  arrested  by 
sudden  death.  When  I  have  reflected  that  the  only 
son  of  this  man  was  toiling  for  his  daily  bread, 
smilted  by  his  God,  and  neglected  by  his  country — 
when  I  have  contemplated  that  and  this  spectacle, 
the  steamboat  and  the  unfortunate  son  of  its  inven- 
tor, feelings  emotions,  reflections,  have  crowded 
upon  me  of  a  character  which,  as  a  patriot,  a 
philanthropist,  and  a  Christian,  I  acknowledge  it 
was  improper  and  sinful  to  entertain.  To  the  sup- 
port of  that  stricken  one  I  have  thought  his  coun- 
try, abounding  in  resources,  with  more  hundreds  of 
millions  of  public  domain  than  she  can  squander 
in  ages,  might  contribute  something  more  substan- 
tial than  a  medal,  without  any  extraordinary 
stretch  of  liberality.  But  it  is  not  for  me  to  solicit 
it,  even  for  him.  I  shall  be  gratified,  deeply  grati- 
fied, if  the  Government  of  his  country  shall  honor 
the  memory  of  his  father  for  all  his  sacrifices  and 
I  all  his  services  by  the  adoption  of  this  resolution. 
I  Mr.  Speaker,  I  could  have  wished  that  the  task 
I  which  I  have  endeavored  to  dischaige  had  been  un- 
dertaken by  another.  But  while  I  knew  that  on 
every  subject  of  a  political  or  party  nature  there 
would  be,  on  this  arena,  a  boat  of  intellectual 
champions, jgirmed  cap-a-pie,  panting  for  the  con- 
flict, and  struggling  for  the  flbor,  I  apprehended 
that,  in  a  cause  of  thia  kind,  which  is  rather  of  pri- 
vate concernment,  there  would  be  but  little  interest 
felt,  and  but  few,  if  any,  prepared  to  couch  a 
friendly  or  defensive  lance.  Hence  I  have  been 
constrained  to  trespass  on  the  House. 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  have  said  that  I  had  no  pecuni- 
ary interest  in  this  matter;  yet,  occupying  the  pecu- 
liar position  which  I  do^  if  any  vote  should  be  ta- 
ken, I  will  of  course  be  excused  from  participating 
in  it. 

Note. — When  Mr.  Rdmset  concluded,  and 
without  further  debate,  the  resolution  passed  the 
House  by  a  unanimous  vote. 


SPEECH  OF  MR.  JOHNSON, 

Of  Maryland, 

In  tht  HoUK  Iff  Represenlalives,  March  3,  1839— On 

the  national  defence. 

The  bill  entitled  **A  bill  giving*  to  the  President 
of  the  United  States  additional  powers  for  the  de- 
fence of  the  United  States,  in  certain  cases,  again&t 
invasion,  and  for  other  purposes,^*  being  under  con- 
aideration  in  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state 
of  the  Union,  Mr.  Wm.  Cost  Johnson  oflTered  the 
following  aM^endment  to  the  first  section  of  the  bill: 

'*And  that  the  sum  of  tie,  and  the  lame  ie  bereb/,  ap- 

propriated out  of  any  moneys  ia  the  Treaeury  not  otherwtae  ap- 
propriated, to  iM  applied  bv  tiie  Preddent  of  the  United  Btatee 
for  purchasing  a  euiuble  uie,  to  conelit  of  not  leae  than  fifly. 
nor  more  than  one  hundred,  acres  of  land,  for  the  purpose  of 
erecting  a  national  foundry,  witli  saluble  buildings  and  fix- 
tures, for  fabricating  cannon  for  the  use  of  the  army  and  nary 
of  the  United  Slates,  and  for  empioyhig  suitable  artisans,  and 
for  purchasing  and  procuring  such  nuuerialsas  may  be  neces- 
sary to  carry  said  foundry  into  efficient  operation.  That 
amouDt  of  said  sum  be  applied,  under  the  direction  of  tiie  Ex- 
ecutive, for  Bupplybg  ordnance  fur  the  immediate  wants  of  the 
Government." 

Mr.  JOHNSON  said  that,  before  the  chairman 
decided  upon  the  division  of  the  vote  just  taken  on 
the  amendment,  be  felt  impelled,  by  a  sense  of  jus- 
tice to  the  subject-matter  of  the  amendment,  to 
claim  the  attention  of  tbe  House  for  a  few  mi- 
nutes.*  At  that  late  hour  of  the  session,  he  could 
not  so  far  forget  his  respect  to  tbe  feelings  of  tbe 


'  Mr.  JKnuiaoa  h«4  nJdfatd  tbe  ooainittae  the  ereninc  be- 
fore on  the  subject  of  the  fortieesee  and  slate  pf  detoico.  From 
the  Dotei  of  the  two  speeches,  as  they  were  of  a  kindred  cha- 
racter, tbey  have  iMea  incorporated  mto  one,  m  preaeoting  a 
koiro  ufiteoken  oooMGOoaof  the  wibjeci. 


committed  as  to  inflict  a  long  set  speech,  nor  y 
the  state  of  his  health  allow  him  to  detain  the  i 
mittee  long.  He  knew  full  well  that  there  was  a 
strong  feeling  with  several  members  of  the  eom- 
mittee  against  his  amendment.  He  was  wdt  eoih 
▼inced  that  their  objections  were  oecaaooed  \tu 
fh>m  the  intrinsic  merits  of  the  proposition  llian 
from  the  circumstances  and  tiroeof  itsiotrDdneiion. 
Some  objected  because  a  kindred  propositiiMi  to 
the  one  immediately  under  consideration  was  te- 
ported  in  a  specific  bill,  which  he  had  often  nipei 
and  as  eften  failed  to  call  the  Committee  of  te 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union  to  consider.  A» 
other  portion  of  the  committee  thought  that  aaj 
amendment,  however  salutary  in  itself,  woold  en* 
barra.«s  the  progress  of  the  bill  now  before  the  eooh 
mittee,  as  reported  by  the  Committee  on  Foie^ 
Aflfaiis.  To  remove  these  objections  was  the  pop- 
pose  of  throwing  him^lf  upon  the  indnlgenoe  cf 
the  committee;  and  he  knew  no  better  way  than  la 
exhibit  the  true  condition  of  the  country  in  lehuifls 
to  its  meaiis  of  defence.  This  he  had  done  in  put' 
a  few  evenihgs  before,  when  he  opposed  Ihe  bHlie* 
ported  by  the  Committee  on  MiHtarj  Affiain  to 
erect  hew  forts  and  fortifications.  And  lie  was  ta^ 
pressed  with  the  belief  that  the  committee  wooMte 
convinced,  if  they  would  patienUy  consider  tbetfVB 
condition  of  the  state  bf  our  ordnance,  that  Ui 
amendment  was  eminently  essential  to  tlie  Tcry  ob- 
ject which  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Aflkin  had 
in  view,  if  that  object  was  to  place  Uu  cowniry  la  m 
ttaU  </  d^enet  frmn  firetgH  uigrestUt^  The  hSi 
proposes  to  augment  by  twenty  regiments  theataad* 
ing  army,  and  to  authorize  a  loan  of  ten  wiiHiflMg 
the  emergency  should  require  that  amonnt  darisg 
the  recess  of  Congress. 

What  was  the  condition,  be  would  ask,  of  ev 
forts,  after  passing  an  appropriation  annually^  Ibr 
many  years  past,  of  from  ^00,000  to  |l,OOO,O0t 
for  their  erection  and  repair  t     Was  there  oaeef 


the  immense  number-constmcted  prepared  for  ess- 
plete  and  efficient  defence?  Was  then  oaelhil 
could  resist  for  three  hours  a  serenty-foor  aUp  of 
warl  He  said  it  with  feelings  of  hnauliafioa, 
that,  after  the  immense  millioos  lavisbed  in  f 
ing  forts,  there  was  not  one  in  the  whole 
that  had  a  sufficient  number  of  good  i 
ed  to  resist  a  sudden  atuck.  This  was  gPflOf  te 
fault  of  Congresa.  Members  were  ooatentallff 
voting  away  millions  for  boildiag  forts,  whi^  wi- 
der the  present  system,  are  bnt  perishable  bmmk 
ments  of  extravagance  and  folly,  and  never  dsflSp 
ed  it  worthy  of  lurther  reflection  to  consider  tey 
were  valuable  or  not,  without  cannon  to  prateflt 
them.  And  Congress  has  too  long  negleeied  te 
means  of  placing  them  in  a  state  of  proteetidft.  It 
was  his  unpleasant  duty  to  expose  the  trae  ooa 
tion  of  our  means  of  defeaoe. 

In  answer  to  a  call  made  upon  the  i 
Department  by  the  select  committee  on  the  snbjeei 
of  a  national  foundry,  in  1835,  of  which  he  had  the 
honor  to  be  a  member,  the  Colonel  of  Otdmamot 
stated  *'that  the  number  of  guns  reooirad  for  te 
armament  of  the  fortresses  completed  alid  ia  tht 
progress  of  completion,  of  the  calibre  of  5U  And  98; 
was  -----  6,Oi 

**And  the  nninber  in  possession  of  the  Go-  ' 
vemment,  inclading  the   old   paltems, 
which  are  of  doubtful  utility       -  -  3»Cn 

Total  number  now  required 

Not  one-half  of  the  3,633  lai^ge  gnaa  oal 
fit  for  service.    They  have  borne  too  mndi  serTJoiw 
as  it  is  well  known  that  a  cannon  eaaaot  be  < 


charged  but  about  one  thousand  tiaies»  witk  a  M . 
charge,  without  imminent  peril,  aad  met  oT  daft 
number  are  unfit  for  any  use  bat  to  ba  east  iaii 
balls,  or  valued  only  as  old  iron. 

By  a  more  recent  report  from  tbe  War  I 
ment,  which  had  been  printed,  the  eonditioa  i 
defences  had  been  but  little  improTed  ajcee 
He  was  astonished  when  he  read  it.    And  if  itM 
not  call  the  attention  of  Congress  to  Uwi 
only  hope  was  that  it  would  awaken  ih 
of  the  nation.     From  thia  docomeni  ha  i 
that  1,178  large  guns  were  now  i 
new  forts  completed; d,573  fbrforts  i 
Mod;  78^ for  forts febiiilding;^Sd$  Art 
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jeeted;  5,380  fur  protecting  prominent  points  along 
the  sea  frontier. 

By  (he  rrport  of  the  Colonel  of  Ordnance  which 
the  select  ootamiUee  hnd  instracled  him  (Mr.  J)  to 
procure  from  the  Ordnance  Depanment,  dated 
Match  7»  183S,  and  which  is  appended  to  the  re* 
port  of  the  committee,  but  which  he  presumed  but 
few  members  have  had  time  to  examine,  it  will 
befcHuid  that  we  have  935  cannon  in  forls;  1,319 
in  depot;  150  nnder  eontraer;  making  an  aggregate 
of  2^,304,  and  showing  that  we  now  require  lor 
forts  and  the  eeaboard  alone  11,017  pieces  of  ord- 
nanee. 

The  Colonel  of  Ordnance  'informed  the  Select 
CoAOuCtec,  throngh  the  Secretary  o(  War,  in  1835, 
that^ 

*'lnj«Iation  to  the  competency  of  the  foundries  now  cmplofed 
to  sqpply,  on  an  emerfeney,  all  the  cannon  and  shot  necemory 
ibr  IM  Mtrf f  fimilicatioiM,  and  ottiar  dafencei^  it  oaay  be  ataied 
thai,  wiik  ihair  pnaenl  mms»tfour  year*  would,  at  leaat^  be 
required  to  caatthe  caQnon.,«hoL  and  carriages  necessary  fur 
ibe  armament  oC  the  vomnsBa  ^ 

llien  it  woQid  leqoire/Mr  ^mn  under  the  pte- 
imititfiUmt  to  fabricate  ordnance  for  the  present,  in- 
stMtt  'wants  of  the^MreMS  alene;  and  fer  the  nosy 
and  JIM  trmm»y  we  may  safely  say  at  least  three 
yens  a«>fe  might  be  added.  Then,  in  seven  yean^, 
wiib  doe  exert k>ns  and  zeal, -we  inieht  expect  to 
have  aecomphsbed  what  oar  exigencies  at  this  mo« 
meBi  reqaiie.  The  report  of  the  Cotoaet  of  Ord- 
Banoe  of  7th  M^ieh  last,  informs  as  that  we  have 
447  94-pooBders  in  forts,  339  in  depot,  119  under 
eentrtbe^  of  32«poQnders  we  have  458  in  forts,  and 
760  in  depot;  and  I  would  ask  this  committee  how 
many  43  pounders  do  they  suppose  that  we  have? 
-  Will  not- all  be  astonished  who  have  not  turned 
tbeir  attention  to  the  fact— for  he  was  amaaed 
when  he  read  the  report — to  find  that  we  have 
the  beggarly,  the  miserable  number  of  only  30 
48poBnders  in  our  forts,  66  in  depot,  and  38  nnder 
contraet 

We  haue,  then,  in  reality,  hut  96  forty  two- 
pcMiiideis,  and  may,  in  progress  of  timet  ^^^^  134, 
whieh  would  hardly  average  one  for  each  fort  in 
the  United  Stales,  and  would  be  hardly  more  than 
sufficient  to  protect  one  of  our  largest  fortresses. 
Pram  the  fullest  examination  which  he  had  been 
•  able  to  give  the  subjeetyJie  felt  no  hesitancy  in  say- 
ing that,  for  the  purposes  of  the  forts,  the  navy,  for 
field  trains,  and  for  the  protection  of  prominent 
poin:s  and  assailable  positions  along  our  coasts  and 
imland  frontier,  we  require  not  Icks  than  15,000  ' 
pieces  of  ordnance  and  bomb-mortars  of  various 
sixes;  and  this  number  will  not  be  eonsidereti  extra- 
vagant, when  we  consider  for  a  moment  ihat  our 
fvDotier  border  embraces  an  extent  of  twelve  thou- 
aaad  miles,  if  the  line  is  drawn  with  the  indenta- 
tioas  of  the  great  and  inland  seas,  and  with  the  si« 
nuosities  of  the  border  rivers.  Can  Congrefv  for- 
get that  our  Northwestern  frontier  will  be  subject  to 
the  inroads  of  Indian  depredations  in  the  event  of  a 
C(*Hision  with  Englandl  And  he  had  evidence, 
which  he  could  rely  upon,  that  the  Engli^th  Fur 
Gocapeny,  either  through  policy  of  their  own  inte- 
ivFt,  or  by  the  countenance  of  higher  authority, 
have  long  adopted  a  policy  of  conciliating  the  va- 
rtOQS  trit^s  that  are  crowded  together  by  thd  too 
eager  policy  of  our  Government  to  exiincuish  land 
titles,  and  hover  along  the  remote  Northwest. 
He  would  not  ask  the  Representatives  and  de- 
legates from  that  region  whether  that  country 
"waa  in  a  condtlion  to  repel  a  sudden  inva- 
sion. The  condition  of  the  far  Southwest  was 
Vat  liAle  bettr.r.  A  few  indifferent  fortresses, 
^^n/Hk  Jt^iUtniy  supply  of  oidnaoce,  were  all  that  the 
country  coaid  rely  upon  to  keep  in  check  thirty 
tMu^hnd  warriors,  pressed  upon  each  other  by  the 
WitifpfAXty  of  land  speculators  and  the  Govern- 
HtM^r.  He  would  a$k  gentlemen  from  ihe  extreme 
fissmh  if  there  was  a  single  fort  on  the  Qulf  of 
T^lniiirri  and  its  tributaries,  on  which  float  the  rich 
-  staples  of  that  pranperoos  country,  that  could  re- 
sist the  assault  of  a  6team•^sbip  of  war  two  honn? 
There  is  not  one.  Look  along  the  entire  Atlariiic 
s«raboard,  and  you  will  not  find  a  fort  or  commf  r- 
cial  city  that  could  avert  de.^tritction  from  a  fleet  o( 
balf  a  dozen  ships  of  the  line.  With  this  melan- 
eholy,  bni  too  tnip,  condition  of  osr  whole  trontier 
twrder.  Congress  will  vote  millioim  for  forts,  but 
Imitate  abottiesiabUthiDg  a  natioml  foniHlry  for 
Million*    The  condition  of  the  OiB«d#  and  New 

as 


Brunswick  frontier  is  but  little  better  provided  for 
defence.  There  is  not  the  tithing  of  ordnance 
along  it  which  the  exigencies  require.  And  yet 
not  less  than  three  bills  have  been  reported  within 
the  last  few  days,  authorizing  the  Executive  to  build 
additional  forts.  He  bad  opposed  one  the  other 
night.  He  should  oppose  the  whole  of  themi  un- 
l?.^s  at  t'le  same  time,  or  in  one  of  the  bills,  pro- 
vision be  made  for  placing  those  already  built,  as 
well  as  those  proposed  to  be  constructed,  in  a  state 
of  complete  defence,  by  an  abundant  supply  of 
ordnance. 

Suppose  the  condition  hurried  upon  us  which 
some  members  seem  so  eagerly  to  invite — a  speedy 
war  with  England.  Its  first  fury  will  be  at  the 
extreme  North.  /( wUl  ht  iritA  ariiUery.  Will  you 
dismantU  all  tkcfort$  lo  tke  sovtii  qfUa  seal,  in  order 
to  make  thai  position  formidable?  Have  we  the 
control  of  the  ocean  to  defend  all  the  as5ailable 
points  along  the  Atlantic  and  the  Gulf  of  Mexico, 
without  relying  on  our  land  fortifications?  War, 
you  may  be  assured,  sir,  wonld  not  exist  a  month 
before  it  would  wear  a  bloody  spirit  of  ubjquityj 
and  the  swift  engines  of  destruction  would  be  felt 
most  frequently  where  least  suspected.  He  must 
look  on  wiih  the  cold  indifference  of  oriental  apa- 
thy at  the  amazing  improvements  going  on  in  the 
world,  which  outstrip)  imagination  and  puzzle  the 
judgment  with  astonishment,  who  has  not  marked 
the  great  revolution,,  which  has  been  almost  as 
quickly  effected  as  conceived,  in  navigating  the 
mis;hty  oceans.  He  has  been  neglectful,  he  would 
with  deference  «^y,  as  a  watchful  representative 
of  the  nation,  who  has  not  noted  the  wonderful 
improvements  made  by  the  powerful  nations  of 
Europe  in  tbeir  engines  and  implements  of  war^ 
Thrice  remiss  must  he  be  who  will  not  cheerfully 
place  his  owo  country  in  a  position  to  meet  mva- 
sioos  or  repel  outrages,  with  the  like,  or,  if  possible, 
superior,  means  of  preservation,  or,  if  you  please, 
des'rnciion. 

It  was  but  a  few  weeks  ago  that  we  heard  that  a 
French  fleet  was  towed  into  position  by  a  steam 
ship  of  war  before  the  castle  of  San  Juan  de  Ulna, 
and  in  two  hours  baUered  it  into  a  heap  of  ruins. 
Bat  a  few  days  ago  we  were  astonished  to  hear  that 
•ne  of  those  steam  vessels  had  penetrated  onr  in- 
land seas,  and  was  in  the  port  of  Baltimore,  to  the 
equal  surprise  and  admiration  of  the  nation.  If 
the  Veloce  had  had  on  board  her  heavy  ordnance 
and  enormous  bomb  mortars,  it  would  have  been 
an  easy^task  for  her  to  have  destroyed,  singly  and 
alone,  every  fort  from  the  Atlantic  to  the  monu- 
mental City.  How  many  of  those  vast  bomb  mor- 
tars have  we  in  our  forts  or  in  our  navy,  which 
throw  a  ball  horizontally  with  the  precision  of  a 
cannon — such  as  the  French  used  in  destroying  the 
prond  fortress  at  Vera  Ctuz— such  as  the.  English 
and  Russians  have  in  depot  and  in  service?  We 
hav^,  I  believe,  four  on  the  steamship  Fulton,  and 
we  have  a  few  thousand  ten  and  twelve  inch  bomb 
bhelli  in  forts  and  in  depot.  We  have  two,  cer- 
tainly not  raoreHhan  four,  of  those  mortars  which 
throw  the  hollow  ball  horizontally;  and  he  (Mr.  J.) 
had  been  informed,  upon  the  highest  authority,  that 
tha  attempt  to  use  them  had,  for  want  of  skill, 
science,  or  practice,  proved  a  failure.  The  march'* 
es,  in  some  experiments,  would  not  fuse;  in  other 
attempts  they  would  explode  as  quickly  as  they  left 
the  cannon.  As  yet  they  may  be  said  to  be  worth- 
less to  the  nation. 

U  is  not  that  the  Gh>vernment  shall  monopolize 
ttt6  business  of  making  cannon  and  alt  the  maieriel 
of  war,  that  he  urged  ibe  erection  of  a  national 
foundry;  but  that  they  should  have  at  least  an  ex- 
perimental foundry,  with  ih^  capacity  for  enlarge- 
ment in  lime  of  war,  or  upon  any  emergency, 
where  they  conld  not  only  make  experiments  in 
cav>ting  casting  cannon,  which  is  a  most  costly 
ariic'e  of  national  want;  for 
.    A    6-ponnder  costs  about  - «         •  |70 

12- pounder        do         -  -  150 

18-poutider        do         -  -  945 

24-pounder        do         -  •  330 

32-pounder        do         -  -  450 

43-pouQder        do         -  -  530 

but  where  they  could  regulate  the  models,  and  try 
every  means  of  combining  metals,  testing  inven- 
tions and  improvementSy'and  impovingiif  poevble, 


the  preseat  and  future  improvements  appertaining 
to  engines  for  steamships  of  war. 

Thousands  of  dollars  have  been  spent  by  Go- 
vernment with  private  founders  in  order  to  have 
large  bran  cannon  cast,  and  never  has  one  been 
cast  that  wonld  stand  the  test;  nor  wa^  it  until 
recently  that  thoee  of  a  smaller  size  could  be  cast 
of  a  good  quality.  Mr.  Ames,  proprietor  of  a  pri- 
vate foundry,  has  succeeded  with  the  latter;  and 
Mr.  J.  believed. that  the  proprietor  of  the  /onndry 
near  Boston  has'  recently  cast  those  of  a  small  size 
that  have  stood  the  test  required  by  Government. 

Mr.  N.  P.  Ames,  the  proprietor  of  a  brass  can- 
non foundry,  and  perhaps  one  of  the  most  practical 
and' scientific  artisans  in  this  or  any  other  country, 
in  a  letter  to  the  select  committee,  dated  January 
31,  1839(  in  answer  to  sundry  questions,  makes  the 
following  sensible  answer: 

VVAtHUiaiOM^  Jan.  31, 1839. 

Bxr:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  ihe  receipt  of  your  tot- 
ter of  this  dale,  in  relation  to  a  national  foundry. 

Inaoewer  to  your  first  inouiry,  "Would  a  national  foundry 
l>e  ueefol  {or  thepurpoeee  of  QovemiQenil"  I  would  say  that  I 
believe  one  might  be  made  ao.  I  am  sensible  of  ttie  tm|)orianco 
of  exi>erinienu  in  establiahlng  new  patterns  and  testing  dilTerent 
materials;  and  I  think  it  would  be  well  for  Government  to  have 
the  power  to  determine,  definitely,  what  is  best  for  the  public 
service.  A  foundrv  would  aflbrd  facilities  for  iovectigaiion  thai 
might  prove  valuable  to  the  public  interest. 

in  answer  to  the  second  inauiry,  *'Mi|^bt  not  a  foundrv  be  e8< 
taWished  without  detriment  lo  private  establishments!"  1  should 
think  it  would  not  neceesanly  be  detrimental,  bin  might  be  use- 
ful. There  would  undoubtedly  be  many  ex^teriments  made  at 
a  national  foundry  that  would  not  be  proposed  to  private  iadl- 
vtduala,  and  beneficial  results  might  arise,  directly  or  indirectly, 
tbroQgt^  such  experiments.  On  the  other  hand,  if  a  national 
foundry  should  be  made  so  extensive  as  to  reduce  the  businese 
foi  private  establishments  to  an  amount  that  woiffd  not  make  it 
an  object  for  enterprising  indivkluals  to  enme  in  it^  I  think  thd 
public  as  well  as  private  iotereai  might  beimuced;  lor  I  l)elieve 
the  incentive  for  improvement  in  manufacturing  operations  is 
generally  greater  whei«  private  than  wheA  public  interest  only 
IS  enfagedf  and  without  the  influenee,  direcuy  or  indirectly,  of 
private  establishments,  improvements  in  public  establishments 
would  be  likely  to  be  limited. 

It  Uf  therefore,  my  opinion  that  a  national  foundry  should  !>• 
established  only  on  sdcn  gronads  as  would  enable  the  public  and 
private  interests  to  subserve  each  other.  The  businefs  of  cast- 
ing cannon  might  lie  taken  entirely  from  individuals,  as  it  do* 
peods  only  on  Government  for  support.  In  this  respept  it  dif- 
fers materially  ihim  most  other  branches  of  business. 


In  answer  to  the  last  inquirv,  "What  region  of  country  would 
be  moet  eligible  for  a  fouudryl"  I  am  not  pre  [Mired  for  an  opi- 
nion. Convenient  water  eommunieaiion  and  water  power 
wottki,  in  my  view,  be  among  the  moat  impertanteonaiJenuionfl 
in  selecting  a  situiition. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectAilty,  your  obedieht  Krvan% 

N.  P.  AME4. 
To  the  Hon.  Wm.  Cost  Jormmh, 

Chairmanof  the  Foundrv  Commiltee 

of  the  Howe  of  Repreoentaliveo. 

Such  were  the  views  which  he  (Mr.  J.)  haid  al- 
ways entertained  on  this  subject,  that,  so  far  from 
a  national  foundry  injuring,  it  would  really  aid 
private  interests,  and  would  place  the  Govern menc 
beycmd  the  influenee  of  combinations  or  imposittons 
of  any  kind*  What  is  there  now  to  prevent  a  sa- 
gacious enemy  employing  a  secret  agent  Xo  pur- 
chase the  private  foundries,  and  then,  tn  time  of 
war,  closing  them  upon  the  Government? 

European  Govemmenis  are  more  wise  aod  sa- 
gacious in  this  respect.  Every  prominent  Govern-' 
ment  of  Europe  has  a  national  establishment  for 
casting  cannon. 

The  fotlowing  statement  was  furnished  Ihe  com- 
mittee on  that  part  of  the  President's  Message 
which  related  to  the  establishment  of  a  national 
foundry  for  making  cannon  for  the  u^e  of  the 
army  and  the  navy.  It  shows  tbc  mode  used  in  ' 
Europe  for  supplying  each  naiion  with  this  indis- 
pensable means  of  national  safety  and  protection: 
United  Service  Journal,  Aprils  1R37, 

Cannon  Foundrixs.— Tlie  chief  cannon  loumlry  in  Aus- 
tria is  in  Vioorui;  that  of  Bavaria  is  at  Aunbuiig,  for  the  foun- 
dry at  Munich  ia  for  casting  slat uies  and  oiher  wurks  of  the  fine 
arts  only;  that  of  WurtemburE^  is  atLnuhbure,  neat  rttuigard; 
that  of  the  Grand  Duchy  of  Baden  Is  at  Cvrliirulie;  that  for 
the  Electorate  of  ilesae  Cassel  in  at  Caseol;  t^xony  has  one^ 
on  a  coQfine<l  ecile,  at  Dreede nj  foi  Prusaia  Savony  there  is  a 
foundry  at  Lanchamerj  noi  far  from  Drewlm;  tor  Pruseia  there 
isone,thubgli  by  no  me«ns  of  the  most  complete  description, 
at  Berlin,  a  second  at  Olay  witz,  in  Silusia,  an«l  a  thirvl  at  iSayn, . 
about  five  miles  from  Cubleniz,  on  the  rigbl  bank  of  the  Rhine; 
in  the  latter  of  which,  general  as  well  ss  military  castings  are 
carried  on.  We  are  nni  aware  that  there  Is  any  foundry  in  tho 
kingdom  of  Han  'Ver,  the  caaoon  used  being  brought  (torn 
England.  The  largest  foundries  In  England  are  at  Llvervwol, 
in  Uie  vicinity  of  Birmingham,  at  Olammermoor,  and  at  Car- 
ron,  in  the  north  of  Scotland.  Russia  possesses  >Sve,  the  largest 
of  which  is  at  Sc  Petersburg,  there  is  one  also  at  tf oacow, 
and  one  at  Casan.  With  resard  to  Portugal,  its  only  foundry 
was  at  LIriMm;  but  that  has  oeen  abandoned,  and  she  imports 
all  har  oannon  bom  England.  The.  only  werk  ef  the  kind  in 
-    .    .       -    ..f      -..        '      *^     '    "   'f:  one  at 

tooodry 

„ . . .. riy-att»- 

pilof  Uie  raria  Pol^iechhio  school.   Tho  works  at  Liege,  ii^ 


Spain  is  at  Beviife.  There  are  fwo  foundrtea  in  Italy:  one  at 
Torintitod  die  other  at  Nnplea.  Boliand  possesses  a  foundry 
at  die  Hagna,  ooodoeted  by  Marlu,  a  QeneTsse^ibn&wI^a  v^ 
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Belgium,  are,  we  believe,  the  only  works  where  imn  ».<«  well  ae 
braMcannon  are  case  In  France  there  are  three  foutuirte»  of 
frra««ean'.o»— at  IKxiir,  Toulouse,  »nd  tSirateburg;  and  /too 
of  inn  cannon,  at  Ruet,  near  Anqonleine,and  St.  Gervals,  in 
the  south  of  (he  kingrdom.  In  Denmark  there  is  one  TounUrv  at 
Fredric8werk.—^e/«e*y  Af.il  Jutti§n. 

He  would-  quote  911   exir^ci  from  Commodore 
Paiienwn's  Icuer  to   the  Secretary  of  the  Navy 
whilst  commanding  ibe  Mediterranean  fquadron 
in  1834:- 
Bstraet  of  a  letter  from  Commodore  Daniel  T.  Patterton, 

walofin  command  of  the  Mediterranean  equadron,  to  the 

Seeretarif  of  the  Navy,  No.  101. 

*,,u         »  .  SsraxBBR,  16, 1834. 

When  at  Cairo,  I  risited  and  closely  examined  the  various 
Mtablishmentfl  and  institutions  founded  and  supported  by  ttws 
Pacha.    Within  the  walls  of  the  citadel  are  a  manufactory  of 


•mall  arms,  pistola  and  aabres;  a  foundry  for  brass  arUUery, 

ig,  turning,  aftd  boring,  the  two  latter  both  ejected  at  the 

lime  and  by  the  same  power; contiguous  to  the  boring  room 

lufactorv  of  field  carriages  a   "      "  -     -  ■ 


casting,  turnli 
•ameiimean( 
is  the  manufactory 


lethe  manufactorv  of  field  carriages  and  caisson^  of  which 
there  were  a  number  completed,  with  artillery  and  howitzers 
motinted  ready  for  service,  all  of  exceeding  good  and  handsome 
workmanship. 

I  next  visited  a  furnace  and  machinery  for  rolling  sheet  cop- 
per, and  a  manufactory  of  sheathing  nails  and  spikes,  conduct, 
•d  by  an  Englishman.  ,     — ,         m 

At  Boulac,  a  suburb  and  the  port  of  Cairo,  Is  a  new  and  ex- 
tensive furnace  and  foundry  for  iron  ordnance  and  every  species 
of  easting,  rery  recently  established,  having  three  large  imn 
hearths  and  a  steam  engine;  all  the  machinery  English.  Here- 
after, all  the  ordnance  for  the  forts  and  marine  will  be  raaou 
factored  at  Cairo,  as  have  been  the  field  artillery  and  small 
arms  for  two  years. 

We  are  behind  the  age  in  improvements  in  ma- 
chinery and  Implements  of  war  and  national  pro- 
tection. There  is  no  establishment  where  (Govern- 
ment can  satisfactorily  test  the  utility  of  modern 
improvements  wiih  complete  and  ready  facility. 

Abonl  two  years  ago  Mr.  Cochran,  the  inventor 
of  the  cylindrical  small  arm  and  cannon,  informed 
him  (Mr.  J.)  that,  failing  to  be  patronized  by  this 
Government  in  the  latter,  he  sought  the  connrenance 
of  the  Gta.nd  Saltan,  and  by  the  aid  of  his  Govern- 
ment he  tested  his  invention  in  the  presence  of  his 
highness  in  Constantinople.  But  a  few  days  ago  a 
citizen  of  this  city  was  expressing  to  Mr.  J.  his 
mortification  that  he  coo  Id  not  test  an  Invention  of 
his  upon  a  cannon,  which  he  had  tried  with  great 
satisfaction  upon  small  fire  arms,  to  prevent  the 
"escape  of  the  power  of  powder  from  the  toach- 
hele."  No  individual  has  ordnance;  they  are  ser- 
viceable alone  as  national  property. 

Can  any  mind  of  ready  perception  for  a  moment 
donbt  that  a  mighty  revolution  has  not  only  com- 
menced, bat  has  already  been  effected,  in  maritime 
warfare?  Steam  has  not  only  been  made  auxiliary 
to  wind  and  tide,  bat  proudly  to  triumph  over  both, 
and  ta  leave,  straggling  with  the  elements  in  its 
wake,  the  tardy  canvass  which  has  whitened  the. 
seas  like  things  of  air  for  a  thousand  years.  The 
poet's  highest  imagination  of  other  days  has  fallen 
short  of  modem  genius,  who  never  dreamt  that 
dtmn  woald  press  the  swift  cor  more  than  fifty 
miles  an  hour,  and  that  the  propelling  wind  would 
be  too  feeble  for  the  quick  impulses  of  the  present 
age,  when  he  said  utUs  would  he  used  on  land^ 

^,^   ,  ——on  the  harren  plains 

Of  Bericana,  where  Chinese  drive 

Withsaite  and  toind  their  cany  wagone  tight—Par,  Lost. 

The  swift  steamship,  with  its  dreadful  imple- 
ments of  destruction,  will  have  the  tendency,  he 
could  hope,  as  he  believed,  of  lessening,  from  its 
very  power  of  destruction,  an  appeal  to  arms  by 
the  civilized  nations  uf  the  globe.  Its  sudden  in- 
cursion on  the  defenceless  city,  the  security  of  those 
on  board,  and  the  destruction  of  those  assailed, 
will  give  but  little  glory  to  the  successful,  and  no 
disgrace  to  the  unsui<pecting  and  surprised  citizens 
of  the  consumed  city. 

The  martial  pomp  of  the  tented  field— the  glit- 
tering livery  and  the  waving  plume — the  very  ro- 
mance and  poetry  of  chivalry  will  be  destroyed; 
and  the  ambitous  will,  from  these  causes,  cease  to 
aspire,  for  martial  glory,  because  t<  irtZZ  not  he  aeetyrded 
by  the  slaughter  of  his  fellow-beings.  Skill  and 
courage  will  give  do  advantage.  And  when  war  is 
robbed  of  those  attributes,  the  warm  enthusiast  for 
distinction  will  seek  it  in  other  pursuits.  He  must 
seek  it  in  acts  and  deeds  of  moral  and  intellectual 
improvement  and  superiority,  in  ameliorating  the 
condition  of  mankind,  rather  than  in  the  sanguinary 
profession  of  arms. 

He,  for  one,  believed  in  the  improvable  condition 
of  the  human  race,  and  that  much  higher  perfec- 
tion Is  yet  to  be  attained  in  civilizing,  in  moraliz- 
iof  ^  and  refining  the  moat  imj^ro  ved  natiou  of  the 


world.  The  generous,  the  benevolent,  and  the 
philanthropic  had  still  abundant  and  arduous  la- 
bors to  perform  in  that  broad  and  endless  field  of 
improvement. 

But,  then,  (he  mainuined,)  this  or  any  other  na- 
tion, to  preserve  that  peate  so  desired,  m«iil  be  ever 
ready  to  defend  iU  rightg  and  frroteel  Us  interests  and 
Us  honor.  The  best  way  to  preserve  peace  in  this 
age,  and  perhaps  in  ages  to  come,  is  to  be  formida- 
bly prepared  for  war.  We  must  regard  man  as  he 
is,  and  not  as  he  may  be,  or  as  wa  could  fondly 
hope  that  he  should  be. 

He  had  digressed  somewhat  from  the  object  and 
purpose  of  his  remarks,  and  would  now  ask,  what 
was  our  condition  on  the  oceani  Many  of  our 
ships  are  uhfit  for  sea;  and  after  an  expenditure  of 
more  than  fifty  millions  of  dollars,  we  have  but 
few  superior  vessels  of  war.  The  South  Sea  ex- 
ploring »quadron  was  delayed  under  the  pretext  of 
lessening  the  number  of  vessels,  when  it  was  pro- 
posed to  send  but  five^  It  at  last,  aAer  two  years' 
delay,  sailed  with  sit  vessels,  and  will  be  inoffen- 
sive, in  any  emergency,  under  the  Executive  pro- 
clamation, for  three  years,  even  in  the  event  of  a 
war.  The  committee  may  recollect  that  a  bill  was 
hurried  through  this  House  last  year  to  organize  a 
coast  squadron,  for  the  protection  of  our  merchant 
vessels,  when  a  "dark,  piraHcat  looking  vesaeV^  was 
supposed  to  be  hovering  on  our  coast.  That  single 
"itiofie  ship  at  sea^  created  more  concern  in  Con- 
gress than  the  whole  naval  power  of  England  has  at 
the  present  time.  But  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  has 
informed  us,  at  the  opening  of  this  session,  that  he 
has  been  unable  to  effect  the  intention  of  Congress, 
"owing  to  the  want  of  proper  vessels  at  the  dis- 
posal of  the  Department,  After  supplying  the  ne- 
cessities of  foreign  stations,  the  steam  ship  Fulton 
is  the  only  one  11010  available  for  this  service." 
Then  the  steam  ship  Fulton  is  the  only  vessel  now 
available  to  protect  our  merchantmen  along  a  coast 
of  some  JifUen  hundred  miles  in  extent.  We  are 
far,  very  far,  behind  the  age  in  steam  ships.  We 
have  one,  yes,  one  national  steam  ship.  Have 
England,  France,  and  Russia,  but  one  each?  Eng- 
land has,  he  believed,  about  fifteen;  France  a  like 
numbdr,  and  Russia  some  eight  or  ten.* 

An  advantage  in  an  eminent  degree  would  re- 
sult to  the  country  from  a  national  foundry  in  test- 
ing, by  the  fullest  experiments,  the  best  metals  and 
combinations  ot  metaU  so  as  to  improve  the  tena- 
city of  ordnance  to  resist  heavy  pressures,  in  order 
to  psevent  explosions  and  reduce  as  much  as  possi- 
ble, to  be  safe,  the  weight  of  cannon  for  field  trains 
and  for  the  naval  service.  Most  of  the  ordnance  of 
the  Government  is  totally  unsafe  for  service,  and 
nothing  can  create  greater  dismay  in  time  of  ac- 
tion than  the  explosion  of  a  gun. 

Taking  this  view  ofthe  importance  of  providing 
cannon  of  the  best  materials,  Commodore  Patter- 
son, in  giving  his  views  at  the  request  of  the  com- 
mittee charged  with  the  investigation  of  this  sub- 
ject, thup  expressed  himself: 

"iron  obtained  from  any  one  quality  of  ore  rarely  combines  aU 
the  requisites  for  making  the  best  and  BtiT>ngest  oidnance:  the 
practice  has  therefore  tiden  to  mix  Iron  from  dilTerent  ores  in 
such  proponioDB  as  have  been  asceruined  by  experience  to 
produce  the  requisites  necesmry.  An  accurate  Icnowledgeof 
metals,  with  the  qualiues  of  different  ores,  will  be  attained  with 
the  actual  cooi  of  ordnance;  and,  being  made  under  thesu- 
penotendence  of  scientific  officers,  will  inspire  a  general  confi- 
dance  in  their  safety  and  accuracy,  dispelling  apprehension 
from  bursting,  instaiicssof  which  have  occurred  in  our  navy, 
as  on  board  the  fngate  President  at  the  very  commencement  of 

*The  following  is  a  more  accurate  account: 

SraAMVBMBLa  09  War  —a  correspondent  in  England  has 
fcvoredus  with  the  annexed  statement  of  the  steam  fotce  of 
EMland,France,and  Russia,  copied  from  Sir  John  Sorrow's 
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»..j  of  Lord  Anson: 
Btaam  Oovemmeut   In  corn- 
ships,  mission. 
England  6 
On  foreign  stations  •     13 
Post  office  packets  •     26 

ToUl 

Of  which  12  are  ships  of  war. 
France  •  -     28  8  n  V9 

Ruaia  .  .       8  -  !  g 

Be  It  remembered  that  on  the  28(h  day  of  February,  1829, 
the  United  States  of  America,  to  oppose  the  above  98  steam- 
ships, have  tz:^eNS  wbolb  stbamboat^CI]  all  of  which  is 
In  commlnion.  Seme  weeks  ago  a  coinmiuee  of  Concress 
was  instructed  to  Inquire  into  the  expediency  of  consirucilna 
a  few  more,  but  we  have  seen  no  mention  of  their  raporL  Per- 
haps they  find  it  difficult  to  deiarmioe  whether  any  mere  aw 
wanted.    In  cms  of  a  war  with  either  of  (ha  above  menUooed 

g?^*g'.?^y4f!g!^^'y  Pf  <*»  <*°^°>*^  ^1  ^  Mllghtoo. 
ooL'^^feurnai  ofComaseroOk 


the  late  war,  when  in  pursuit  ofthe  English  frigata  BcMdHtk 
by  which  Commodore  Rodgen  had  his  leg  broken,  and  aoowM 
the  crew  were  seriously  injured.  Tbe  immediatocoBseqinMa 
otsuch  an  accident,  in  most  cases,  would  botocreaia  agna- 
ral  diArust  in  the  crew  aa  to  the  aafsty  of  ibe  ana  wWdi 
they  were  to  use,  calculated  to  produce  disMttmia  iwa in  h 
an  action 

"Most,  if  not  all  nations,  having  occasioo  fbr  ortesBes^  pa» 
sees  national  foundries  directed  by  theii  awn  oflicaca,  to  lap- 
ply  the  Government  with  the  best  and  all  it  require^  nada  «r 
the  best  materials  of  the  moat  approved  patterns,  and  oatn- 
sponding  dimemdona,  ensuring  an  adeqnatei^pply  fic  all  fMO^ 
poses,  which  cannot,  at  all  tiraea,  be  obtained  nwoa  pcivalB  » 
tablishmenis,  and,  possibly,  when  most  urgamfy  xcqnlni  If 
the  Government,  not  to  be  had:  causing  a  delay  that  ntahlii 
attonded  with  consequences  mjuriona  to  thenatioo,  aamAa 


event  of  a  sudden  war  with  a  powerful  foe,  <e< 

unfrequently  occur,)  when  only  partially  provided  wilhOBft' 


Confidence,  most  generally,  in  tU  pmmitB  of 
life,  is  indispensable  to  success.  It  is  ftlways  te 
most  powerful  adjunct.  Dtstmst  in  the  safety  of 
ordnance  half  cowers  a  soldier  or  a  seaman.  Krea 
a  Knight,  clad  cap-a-pie  in  armor,  woald  dread  Ua 
adversary,  unless  he  knew  foil  well  he  grasped 
*The  trenchnient  Made,  Toledo  irmty." 

The  great  deficiency  iin  our  soppiy  o€  heavy 
ordnance  proceeds  from  either  want  of  skiU  m  eai^ 
ing  it,  or  from  the  limited  means  placed  ia  te 
hands  ofthe  Oniiianca  Depaitment.  He  vat  i» 
dined  to  ^he  belief  tharboth  reasoas  had  i 
and  perhaps  another,  the  taste,  or,  if  yon 
the  judgment  of  the  Ordaanoe  De|ttrtaieBt  aad  iIm 
Board  of  Naval  Commtssioners.  He  wmild  vil« 
lingly  vote  an  appropriation  of  a  miUJon  of  doHaaii 
to  be  expended  in  proeuring  or  making  heavy  oid* 
nance.  The  reserved  contingent  fund,  whidi  ii 
always  left  in  the  Treasury,  of  two  millioBs  of  de^ 
lars,  could  not  be  better  applied  than  by  beoif  ia» 
vested  in  ordnance,  or  at  least  ant  kaiff  ^fU.  b 
would  be  as  much  fands  reserved,  in  the  eye  of  a 
political  econoniist,  if  invested  in  caonoa,  as  if  it 
were. to  quietly  remain  in  the  Treasory  ia  the  tern 
of  bullion.  And,  by  the  investmest,  this  g|nat  ad- 
vaatage  would  accrue  to  the  nation:  the  nnniwa. 
would  be  as  lUOe  deairuelibU  in  dapai  aa  Aa  bd' 
lion  in  the  Treasury;  the  former  coald  be  at  ooet 
used,  upon  a  national  emeigency;  the  latter  woiM 
at  least  most  likely  be  used,  but  «ii«ffy,  ia  proaar- 
ing  ordnance. 

Those  who  will  trace  the  history  of  Earope  tnm 
the  time  of  Edward  III,  who  first  osed  anillciy,  la 
the  days  of  Frederick  the  Qreat,  to  Napoleoa, ; 
down  to  the  last  attack  of  the  French  apon  f  ~ 
will  find  that,  in  almost  every  battle  that  I 
fought,  with  equal  numbers,  snperion^  of  c 
decided  the  fate  of  anccesa. 

Bonaparte  traced  the  entire  failure  of  his  Afiieaa 
campaign  to  thecircumstaaoe  of  the  capture  of  ens 
of  his  ships  by  tbe  British,  on  which  was  hit  heavy 
ordnance  that  he  designed  to  destroy  an  taspattnt 
fortress  with.  As  repeated  and  gallant  as  hb  a^ 
sauitt  were,  he  found,  to  his  dismay  aad  confaaiOB, 
thai  he  had  to  encounter  too  fatally  his  own  01^ 
nance  repelling  all  his  efforts. 

The  number  of  small*arato  now  ia  oar  nalioaal 
depots  is,  by  the  tabular  statement  fnraished  iha 
committee  by  the  Colonel  of  Ordnance  on  the  7ft  of 
March,  1838,  3,078  cavalry  sabres,  3,971  artillaiy 
swords,  3,031  pistols,  1,645  carbines,  13,765  rilaa, 
573,005  muskets.  Although  better  sapplied  with 
small-arms  t:  an  with  ordnance,  he  regretted  10  fiaft 
that  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Way»^4 
Means  reported  in  the  annual  army  appropriatM 
bill  a  diminution  of  (^60,000  of  tbe  regular  ama 
of  appropriation  to  the  two  national  armoriai^  1 
160,000  to  private  contractcrs. 

He,  (Mr.  J.)  with  other  members,  made  aa  in* 
effectual  attempt  to  have  the  original  appropriatkai 
reinstated  in  the  bill.  But  economy  was  aiye^- 
and  it  Is  generally  urged  eflfeetively  when  a  l^t^ 
national  good  may  be  preUmuOedJ^  some  praaaimi0  ' 
gibie  eonnderation.  The  cost  ofthe  mnslEeli  is  alMtt 
#13  each. 

Our  population  is  now  about  double  what  it  wag 
at  the  commencement  of  the  last  war  with  E^w 
land.  We  had,  at  the  connnettoemeot  of  that  wai; 
340,000  muskets  in  depot,  and  60,000  wei«  made 
and  purchased  during  its  continuance;  anJ,  ai  iis 
termination,  there  were  but  30,000  in  tbe  j 
Eight  years  were  required  to  aappiy 
were  lott  and  destroyed  during  the  1 
war  continued  another  year," 
tbe  Ordnanoe  D^Nurtmcniy  <Hha  1 
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have   occasioned  the   most   embarrassing 
eoasefaeiioes.** 

By  a  report  made  to  Parliament,  in  ]817»  t)»e 
aanber  of  small  arms  famished  by  Great  Britain 
to  the  Allies  and  the  national  troops,  from  1803  to 
1816^  iDclnsiTe, 


To  the  Allies 

-  2,143,643 

Td  the  regular  troops 

-      349,889 

To  the  regular  militia, 

59^405 

Td  the  local  militia 

.      151,9eS9 

T»  the  Tolonieers 

-      307,583 

Td  the  navy 

-      215,333 

Total,       .  -    3,927,715 

The  nnmber  in  depot  in  Great  Britain 

IB  1817  was  .        •  -  -     818,989 

lathe  pnbUesenriee  -  -     900,974 

Total  •  •  1,019,256 

By  the  report  of  the  Minister  of  War,  it  appears 
ttat  the  ire  arms  fabricated  m  the  manafaetories 
of  the  French  GkHremment,  and  made  disposable 
for  fenrice  from  1803  to  1814,  were  no  less  than 
3,956,357. 

The  number  in  depot  in  France,  hi  1811,  was 
660,000,  not  indoding  the  immense  number  in  ser^ 
vise. 

If  U  were  necessary  to  illostrate  the  nectssity  of 
always  having  a  snperabandanee  of  arms  in  hand, 
itmigbt  be  stated  that  the  English  lost  at  one  blow 
60,0OOLmaskelB  which  bad  been  sent  to  Dantzic; 
and  100,000  more  were  lost  in  a  single  shipwieck. 

At  the  close  of  the  long  war  with  France,  when 
Bonaparte  was  dethroned  and  Louis  reinstated,  the 
Bmpenus  of  Russia,  of  Austria,  and  other  crowned 
headsy  visited  Eogland.  When  they  went  to  Wool- 
wich, die  Emperor  of  Austria  was  so  astonished  at 
the  lesonroes  of  that  nation,  and  the  immense  sup- 
ply of  ordnance  in  depots  it  is  said,  that  he  tested 
their  reality  with  his  cane,  hardly  beliering  it  pos- 
sible that  they  were  real  cannon,  but  that  they  were 
DOek  inutations,  and  designed  for  an  artificial  and 
osteaiatioiis  display  of  power. 

He  woQldsay,  before  he  concluded,  that  the  en- 
tire officers  of  the  army  and  navy,  with  hardly  a 
smglt  ezeeptton,  thqught  that  a  national  armory 
for  making  cannon  was  almoft  indispensable. 
Thw  statements  in  its  favor  filled  nearly  a  hundred 
pufea  of  the  report,  and  those  who  used  cannon 
vmre,  oronght  to  be,  good  judges  how  they  should 
h*  made.  Their  testimony  at  least  had  great 
it  with  him.  Unless  yon  placed  the  forts  in  a 
of  protection,  it  were  better  that  they  had  not 
bailt.  They  could  be  easily  taken  by  sin  ene- 
n7»  and  would  then  become  tkeir  citadels  for  the 
easy  annoyance  of  the  nation.  Indeed,  be  would 
sajr  more.  If  the  GoTemment  will  not  have  them 
mounted  with  good  ordnance,  or  adopt  early  means 
to  place  a  sufficfent  supply  of  cannon  in  depot, 
frUeh  could  be  mounted  at  the  first  alarm  of  dan- 
gar,  national  economy  and  the  national  interest 
w<mld  be  promoted  by  their  demolition.  Nor  could 
he  ewer  vote  for  the  erection  of  another,  or  for  the 
repairs  of  those  already  built,  until  the  (Sovernment 
adopted  a  policy  of  protection  such  as  or  similar  to 
Ihat  which  be  had  been  feebly  urging. 

Ic  was  not  becanee  there  were  indications  of  col- 
laaioii  with  Great  Britain  that  he  urged  the  amend- 
mBBt.  The  present  janctuie  of  circumstances  only 
emffcAced  with  increased  weight  the  necessity  of 
meh  a  proposition  as  he  had  introduced.  He 
hcfog^i  it  as  essential  in  peace  as  on  the  approach 
if  mmwi  and  nothing  would  l)e  better  calculated  to 
rrert  a  war  than  a  formidable  condition  of  our  na^ 
nmMl  defences.  So  far  from  its  being  a  belligerent 
maiaiiiirr,  it  was  one  of  humanity;  for  it  might  be 
vdneed  to  an  aphorism,  that  the  best  way  to  avert 
latioiial  calamity  was  to  prepare  for  war  in  time  of 

Be  thought  that  there  was  much  wisdom  in  the 
rUkk  maxim,  that  the  best  way  to  avoid  danger  was 
ot  eo  fear  iu  Certainly,  to  be  well  prepared  to 
epcl  it. 

jKAr.  J.  said  that  he  had  not  the  burning  impetu- 
tily  xrhich  some  members  had  to  plunge  this  na- 
00  into  war  at, this  time,  as  little  prepared  as  it 
fmm  for  such  a  struggle.  He  would  rather  give  the 
p0Mp|m  the  means  of  protection  before  much  of  its 
P0t  Mood  dumkl  be  shed.  Asona  of  the  natienal  le- 


gislative council,  be  won  id,  through  humanity,  if 
not  policy,  rather  economise  human  life  than  be 
oversaving  of  tbe  public  treasure.  Expend  tbeJat* 
ter  judiciously  in  time  of  peace,  and  you  will  by  the 
very  act  effect  the  former. 

No  wise  nation  will  hurry  itself  into  war  without 
some  preparation.  Rashness  has  less  affinity  to 
true  courage  than  prudence.  Rarely  will  national 
honor  suffer  by  a  firm  and  prudent  remonstrance 
against  national  wrongs.  Feelings  which  govern 
honorable  men  in  their  transactions  of  life  are  but 
aggregated  in  the  sentiments  of  an  upright,  honest, 
and  brave  nation;  and  the  former  are  but  multiplied 
miniatures  of  the  latter.  Generous  dignity  and 
cool  firmness,  whilst  they  grace  a  gentleman,  make 
a  nation  invincible. 

He  had  the  moral,  he  believed,  of  one  of  Sir 
Walter  Scon's  allegories,  in  one  of  his  fogiiivcs, 
strongly  impressed  on  his  mind,  though  it  was  lung 
since  he  had  read  it.  Most  of  its  coloring  bad  faded 
from  his  memory.  Tt  describes  a  youth  in  all  tbe 
glow  and  full  pride  of  manhood,  with  bosom  beat- 
ing high  for  fame — emulous  of  renown — without 
a  Fense  of  fear.  His  genius  spectre  led  him  to  a 
sepulchral  and  gloomy  cavern,  where  he  beheld 
knights  strewed  on  the  earth  and  clad  in  armor.  A 
dim  light  on  the  table  gave  a  melancholy  horror  to 
the  spectacle,  and  by  it  were  laid  a  sword  and 
trumpet.  The  spectre-ghost,  with  measured  em- 
phasis, informed  the  intrepid  youth  that  his  fate  or 
future  destiny,  to  realize  all  his  ardent  aspirations 
or  irretrievable  ruin,depended  upon  his«first  choice  in 
using  one  of  the  two  instruments  bef«  re  him.  The 
spectre  was  then  silent,  and  his  eyes  glared  anxi- 
ously on  the  youth.  The  youth  paused  a  moment 
in  meditation  as  if  his  jndmenl  was  counselling  his 
feelings;  then  firmly  seizf^d  the  trumpet,  and 
placed  it  to  his  mouth.  The  cayem  reverberated 
with  the  sound.  A  hundred  knights,  as  if  by  magic, 
sprang  on  their  feet  with  their  drawn  swords.  And 
before  he  was  hurled  into  destruction,  the  youth  but 
heard  the  dreadful  voice  of  the  spectre  saying,  "Wo 
and  destruction  to  that  foolish  man  who  first  blows 
the  triunpet  before  be  draws  the  sword."  Whilst 
others  are  here  blowing  the  trumpet,  though  not  a 
spectre,  he  (Mr.  J.)  was  anxious  to  place  in  their 
hands  the  sword. 

We  have  on  our  northern  border  more  than 
twenty  thousand  soldiers  in  arms;  and  we  should 
put  our  entire  frontier  in  a  state  of  defence.  He 
had  but  slight  apprehensions  of  a  serious  collision 
with  Eogland.  It  was  the  interest  of  both  nations 
to  preserve  friendly  relations.  In  our  present  con- 
dition, the  sacrifice  of  men  and  money  would  be 
immense.  With  England,  to  the  like  considera- 
tions would  be  superadded  the  preservation  of  her 
four  colonies.  He  believed  that  the  question  could 
be  settled  to  the  satisfaction  and  interest  of  both 
nations.  His  mind  was  free  from  every  shadow 
and  mist  of  doubt  on  the  subject  of  right  and  title  to 
the  disi  uted  territory;  it  is  a  part  of  Maine— <an  in- 
tegral part  of  the  whole  country.  There  was  a 
g(K>d  deal  of  Hotspur  impetuosity  to  the  North,  on 
both  sides,  and  with  all  parties.  He  approved  of 
the  temper  and  tone  of  the  Executive  message,  but 
was  opposed  to  much  of  the  discretionary  power 
proposed  to  be  given  to  the  Executive  in  the  bill 
under  consideration.  The  Constitution  gave  the 
,  Executive  already  very  great  posters.  He  would 
not  surrender  to  the  discretion  of  any  Executive, 
however  prudent,  virtually  the  power  to  make  war. 
Congress  alone  should  declare  war.  The  Execu- 
tive had  now  the  power  to  repel  invasions.  He 
had  the  pewer  to  demand  of  England  a  final  ad- 
justment of  this  too  long  procrastinated  question. 
The  ultimatum  of  both  Governments  should  be 
known,  and  for  that  purpose  there  was  plenty  of 
time  before  the  meeting  of  the  next  Congress,  un- 
less the  war  speeches  in  Congress  should  stimulate 
the  irritation  on  the  border.  He  looked,  he  trusted, 
calmly  on  the  subject,  and  believed  he  felt  so;  yet 
he  felt  a  deep  interest  in  the  vexed  controversy. 
He  bad  heard  much  said  aboa<  pairiotism  and  cou- 
rage from  all  sides  of  the  Hon8<>;  nor  would  it  be 
'  proper  for  him  to  inquire  how  much  of  it,  on  this 
floor,  has  oAen  evaporated  in  words.  He  would 
let  others  form  their  estimate.  He  believed  that 
the  people  of  his  State  had  a  due  proportion  of 
both.  He  believed  that  they  would  prefer  puiraiDg 


their  quiet  and  honest  industry,  to  hammering  their 
ploughshares  into  Fwords.  But  if  war  was  inevita- 
ble— if  it  was  forced  upon  them  by  the  impetuosity 
of  the  people  of  Maine,  the  imprudence  of  the  Exe- 
cutive, the  injustice  or  injury  of  England — he  be- 
lieved he  could  safely  say  that,  in  the  trying  hour  of 
danger,  they  would  be  where  duty  would  call 
them;  that  if  a  foreign  foe  invaded  our  territory,  at 
the  far  North  or  the  far  South,  tiun  they  would  let 
that  foe,  of  whatever  nation  they  were,  sorely  fid 
"The  might  that  slumbers  ia  a  freeman's  arm." 

THE  SMITHSONIAN  BEaUEST. 
In  Senats,  January  10, 1839. 

Mr.  ROBBIES  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion: 

Reaolvedj  That  a  commiuee  be  appointed,  consistiDgof  five 
members  of  the  Senate,  Joiniiy  with  such  coromitiee  as  may  be 
appointed  on  the  part  of  the  House  of  Represehtaiires,  to  con- 
sider the  expediency  of  providinK  an  iasiitulion  of  learning,  to 
be  established  in  the  city  of  Washington,  for  the  applicatjen  of 
the  legacy  bequeathed  by  Mr.  James  Smiihson  of  London,  to 
the  United  States,  ii."u8t  for  that  purpose;  also,  to  consider  the 
expediency  of  a  charts.  <brmich  instilation,  together  with  the 
powers  and  privileges  which  in  their  opinion  the  said  charter 
ought  to  confer;  alsa.to  consider  the  expediency  of  ways  and 
means  to  be  proTided  by  Congress  other  than  the  said  legacy, 
but  in  addition  thereto,  and  io  aid  of  said  tteneToieat  intentiou, 
and  to  report  by  bill  or  bills  In^the  premisea. 

The  resolution  having  been  read — 

Mr.  RoBBiNS  said  that  some  days  ago  he  gave 
notice  that  he  would  take  an  opportunity  to  ask 
leave  to  introduce  a  joint  resolution  on  the  subject 
of  the  legacy  bequeathed  by  Mr.  Smithson  of 
London,  to  the  United  States  in  trust;  and  that  he 
would  take  the  same  opportunity  to  submit  to  the 
Senate  his  views  upon  that  subject.  1  rise  now, 
said  Mr.  R.  to  ask  that  leave,  and  to  submit  these 
views. 

The  motive  to  this  noble  legacy  was,  as  the  will 
expresses  it,  <*The  increase  and  dtjfuiion  of  know- 
le^e  among  men.^^  Noble,  indeed,  it  was  in  eve- 
ry point  of  view;  noble  as  coming  from  a  stranger, 
with  whom  this  country  bad  no  personal  relations; 
speaking  at  onoe  his  high  sense  of  our  merit,  while 
it  proclaimed  his  own;  noble  in  amount,  and  may 
be  made  efifective  toils  benificent  purpose;  but, 
above  all,  noble  for  its  destination — *'the  inertaee 
and  ({{/fusion  of  knowledge  among  men:^*  leaving  it 
to  the  wisdom  of  Congress  to  devise  and  provide 
the  institution  that  should  be  most  effective  to  this 
end.  It  ought  to  be  an  institution,  whose  effects 
upon  the  country  wilt  make  it  a  living  monument 
to  the  honor  of  the  illustrious  donojr  in  all  time  to 
come.  Such  an  institution,  I  conceive,  may  be  de- 
vised; of  which,  however,  at  present  there  is  no 
model  either  in  this  country  or  in  Europe;  giving 
such  a  course  of  education  and  d'sciplipe  as  would 
give  to  the  faculties  of  the  human  mind,  an  im- 
provement and  power  lar  beyond  what  they  obtain 
by  the  ordinary  systems  of  edacation;  and  far  be- 
yond what  they  afterwards  attain'  in  any  of  the 
professional  puisuits.  Such  an  institution,  as  to 
its  principle,  suggested  itself  to  the  sagacious  and 
far-seeing  mind  of  Bacon,  as  one  of  thegreatest  im- 
portance. But  while  his  ether  suggestions  have 
been  followed  out  with  such  wonderful  success 
in  extending  the  boundaries  of  physical  Pcience, 
this  has  been  overlooked  and  neglected.  One  rea- 
son is,  that  the  other  suggestions  were  more  elabo- 
rately explained  by  him;  there,  too,  he  not  only 
pointed  out  the  path,  but  he  led  the  way  in  it  him- 
self. Besides,  those  other  suggestions  could  be  car- 
ried out  by  individual  exertion  and  enterprise,  in- 
dependently of  the  existing  establishments  of  learn- 
ing; or  they  could  be  grafted  on,  and  made  a  part 
of,  those  establishments.  But  this  required  an  ori- 
ginal plan  of  education,  and  a  new  foundation  for 
its  execution;  where  the  young  mind  (would  be 
trained  by  a  course  of  education  and  discipline  that 
would  unfold  and  perfect  all  his  faculties;  wliere 
genius  would  plume  his  young  wings,  and  pre- 
pare himself  to  take  the  noblest  flights.  The  idea, 
however,  was  not  entirely  original  with  Bacon;  for 
it  would  be  in  effect  but  the  revival  of  that  system 
of  education  and  discipline  which  produced  such 
wonderful  improvement  and  power  of  the  human 
mind  in  Greece  and  Rome,  and  especially  in 
Greece.  Its  effects  here,  I  am  persuaded,  would  be 
many  and  glorious.  Of  these  I  shall  now  indicate 
only  one;  but  that  one  whose  importance  all  must 
admit.    In  its  profreai  luid  nltunately  it  woul^ 
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give  to  oar  coontry,  I  have  no  doubt,  a  oational 
literatnre  of  a  high  and  immortal  chaFacter.  How- 
ever mortifyiog  to  oar  national  pride  it  is  to  say  it, 
it  mnst  be  confessed  that  we  have  not  a  national 
liurratare  of  that  character;  nor  is  it  possible  we 
ever  sbonld  hav^e,  as  it  appears  to  me,  on  oar  pre- 
sent systems  of  education.  Not  that  oar  literature, 
such  as  it  is,  is  inferior  to  that  of  other  nations  pro- 
duced at  the  present  day.  No;  mediocrity  is  the 
character  of  all  literary  works  of  the  present  day, 
go  where  you  will.  It  is  so  in  England,  it  is  so  in 
Prance,  the  two  most  literary  nations  of  Europe. 
It  is  troe,  learned  men  and  great  scholars  are  every 
where  to  be  foand,  indeed,  they  may  be  said  to 
aboand  more  than  ever;  the  whole  world,  too,  has 
become  a  reading  world;  the  growth  of  the  press  is 
prodigions;  btit  it  is  all  ephemeral  and  evanescent — 
all  destined  to  the  grave  of  oblivion.  Nor  is  it 
that  oar  countrymen  have  not  the  gift  of  genius 
for  literary  works  of  that  high  and  immortal  cha- 
racter. Probably  no  people  were  ever  blessed  with 
k  in  a  greater  degree — of  which  evtry  where  we 
see  the  indications  and  the  evidence;  but  what  sig- 
nifies genias  for  an  ait  witht>at  discipline,  without 
knowledge  of  its  principles  and  skill  in  that  arti 

**Vi8  •onstli  e^peix,  noI«  ruUraa; 

Vim  tempenuam,  Dii  qaoque  prorebunt, 

In  maiuf." 

Literature  (continued  Mr.  R.)  is  now  every 
where  mediocre — ^because  the  arts  of  literature  are 
BO  where  cultivated,  but  every  where  neglected — 
and  apparently  despised.  I  recollect  to  have  seen 
in  a  late  and  leading  periodical  of  Great  Britain, 
an  article  in  which  the  writer  congratulates  the 
age  upon  having  thrown  off  the  shackles  o(  com- 
position; aad  says  (in  a  tone  of  triumph)  that  no 
one  now  thinks  of  writing  like  Junius,  (as  if  it 
was  an  easy  matter,  but  beneath  him,  to  write 
like  Junins,)  except,  he  adds,  some  junior  sophis- 
ter  in  the  country,  corresponding  with  the  editor  of - 
sonie  village  newspaper.  The  whole  tribe  of  pre- 
sent writers  seem,  by  their  silence,  to  receive  this 
description  as  eulogy — as  a  tribute  of  praise  pro- 
perly paid  to  their  merit;  while  in  truth  it  is  the 
characteristic  of  a  barbarous  age,  or  of  one  de- 
clining to  barbarism;  it  is  the  very  description  ap- 
plied to  mark  the  decline  and  last  glimmering  of 
letters  in  Greece  aad  Rome. 

The  object  of  education  (said  Mr.  R.)  is  two- 
fold^knowledge  and  ability.;  both  are  important, 
but  ability  by  far  the  most  so.  Knowledge  is  so 
iar  important  as  it  is  subsidiary  to  the  acquiring  of 
ability;  and  no  further;  except  as  a  source  of  men- 
tal pleasure  to  the  individual.  It  is  ability  that 
makes  itself  to  be  felt  by  society;  it  is  ability  that 
wields  the  sceptre  over  the  human  heart  and  the 
human  intellect.  Now  it  is  a  great  mistake  to  sup- 
pose that  knowledge  imparts  ability  of  course.  It 
dues  indeed  impart  ability  of  a  certain  kind;  for 
by  exercising  the  attention  and  the  memory,  it  im- 
proves the  capacity  for  acquiring;  but  the  capacity 
to  acquire  is  not  ability  to  originate  and  produce. 
N6;  ability  can  only  be  given  by  the  appropriate 
Btaaies,  accompanied  with  the  appropriate  exer- 
cises—directed by  a  certain  rule,  and  conducted  in- 
fallibly to  a  certain  result. 

In  all  the  celebrated  schools  of  Athens,  this  was 
the  plan  of  education;  and  there  the  ingenious 
youth,  blessed  with  faculties  of  promise,  never 
failed  to  attain  the  eminence  aspired  to,  unless  his 
perseverance  failed.  Hence  the  mighty  effects  of 
those  schools;  hence  that  immense  tide  of  great 
men  which  they  poured  forth  in  all  the  departs 
meats  of  science  and  letters;  and  especially  of  let- 
ters; and  hence,  too,  the  astonishing  perfection  of 
their  works.  A  celebrated  writer,  filled  with  as- 
tonishment at  the  splendor  as  well  as  the  number 
of  the  works  produced  by  the  scholars  of  these 
schools,  ascribes  the  event  to  the  haiid  of  a  won- 
der-working Providence,  interposed  iri  honor  of 
human  nature,  to  show  to  what  perfection  the  spe- 
cies might  ascend.  But  there  was  nothing  of  mira- 
cle in  it;  the  means  were  adequate  to  the  end.  It 
is  no  wonder  at  all  that  such  Mshools  gave  to  Athens 
her  Thucydides  in  history,  her  Plato  in  ethics;  her 
Sophocles  t.)  her  drama,  and  her  Oemostheues  to 
her  forum  and  hei  popular  assemblies;  and  gave 
to  her  besides  that  host  of  rivals  to  these,  and  al- 
|&«at  thtir  eqoala.    It  was  the  luitana  and  neces- 


sary effect  of  such  a  system  of  education;  and  espe- 
cially with  a  people  who  held,  as  the  Athenians 
did,  all  other  human  considerations  as  cheap  in 
comparison  with  the  glory  of  letters  and  the  arts. 

It  is  true,  this  their  high  and  brilliant  career  of 
literary  i^lory  wa»  but  of  short  duration;  for  soon 
as  it  had  auained  iui  meridiah  blaze  it  was  sudden- 
ly arrested;  for  the  tyrant  came  aad  laid  theproad 
freedom  of  Athens  in  the  dust,  and  the  Athenians 
were  a  people  with  whom  the  love  of  glory  could 
not  survive  the  loss  of  freedom.    For  freedom  was 

e  breast  at  which  that  love  was  fed;  freedom  was 
the  element  in  which  it  lived  and  had  its  being; 
freedom  gave  to  it  the  fields  where  its  most  splen- 
did triumphs  were  achieved.  The  genias  of  Athens 
now  drooped;  fell  from  its  lofty  flights  down'  to 
tame  mediocriiy-^to  ephemeral  works  born  but  to 
languish  and  to  die;  and  so  remained  during  the  long 
rule  of  that  luthless  despotism — the  Macedonian; 
and  until  the  Roman  came  to  ^t  it  down,  and  to 
merge  Greece  in  the  Roman  empire.  Athens  now 
was  partially  restored  again  to  freedom.  Her  schools 
which  had  been  closed,  or  which  had  existed  only 
inform,  revived  with  something  of  their  former  ef- 
fect. They  again  gave  forth  some  works  worthy 
of  their  former  fame,  though  of  less  tfsansoendant 
merit;  and  they  now  gave  to  Rome  the  Roman  elo- 
qaence  and  lileraCnre. 

6r»cia  eapu  aenim  Victorem  capli,  at  srtM 
Intulit  agiMti  laUo: 

and,  if  we  are  wise  to  profit  by  their  example,  may 
yet  give  to  us  an  equal  eloquence  and  literature. 

I  mention  these  things  (raid  Mr.  R.)  to  show 
what  enooaragement  we  have  to  this  enterprise — 
what  well  grounded  hope  of  success.  We  have 
only  to  tread  the  path  that  led  the  Athenian  to  his 
glory,  and  to  open  that  path  to  the  youth  of  our 
country.  All  the  animating  infiuenees  of  freedom 
exist  here  in  still  greater  force  than  they  existed 
there;  for  while  it  is  not  less  absolnte  here,  it  is  bet- 
ter regulated— better  combined  with  order  and  se- 
curity. Neither  a  the  gift  of  genias  \vanting  here; 
the  gleams  of  this  precious  ore  are  seen  to  break 
out  here  and  there  all  over  the  surface  of  oar  so- 
ciety; the  ontmui  aeer  el  gubKmit  is  daily  displayed 
by  our  countrymen  in  all  the  forms  of  daring  and 
enterprise;  the  eagle,  their  emblem,  is  not  more 
daring  in  his  flights.  And  if  the  love  of  fame,  which 
was  the  ruling  passion  of  the  Greek,  is  not  now  so 
strong  with  us,  it  is  because  the  want  of  the  means, 
ihewaniof  plain  and  sure  directions  for  its  par- 
suits,  begets  a  despair  of  its  attainment.  Hie 
Greek  bad  these  means,  had  these  plain  and  sore 
directions;  and  it  Was  the  certainty  of  success  by 
perseverance  and  by  their  guide  that  kindled  and 
sustained  his  passion,  and  made  it  his  ruling  pas* 
sion.  This  passion  is  now  burning  in  the  young 
bosoms  of  thousands  of  our  youth;  bat  it  is,  as  I 
have  said,  vis  eontUi  experSy  and  straggles  in  vain 
because  it  struggles  blindly  for  the  fame  it  pints 
after.  Let  this  Athenian  mode  of  education  be 
adopted  in  this  instance—- let  it  produce  but  a  few 
examples  of  eminent  success,  (as  I  have  no  doubt 
it  speedily  would,)  and  thousands  would  rush  to 
the  path  that  bad  led  to  that  success;  and  members 
now  of  this  body  are  yet  young  enough  to  live  to 
see  a  new  era  arising  in  our  land-^notber  golden 
age  of  literature,  no  less  splendid  than  any  that  had 
gone  before  it— not  excepting  even  the  Athenian. 

I  know  it  has  been  supposed  that  the  Athenians 
had  something  peculiar  in  their  genias,  which  gave 
to  them  their  unparalleled  success.  But  we  have 
seen  that  when,  with  the  loss  of  freedom,  they  lost 
their  love  of  literary  glory,  they  felt  back  to  the 
ordinary  level  of  mankind;  and  were  not  at  all  dis- 
tinguisbed  for  literary  merit  from  the  mass  of  na- 
tions. So  it  was  not  nature,  but  the  means  adopt- 
ed to  assist  and  improve  nature,  that  gave  to  them 
their  pre  eminence;  and  their  success  was  but  in 
exact  proportion  to  the  perfection  and  use  of  those 
means. 

I  could  wLvh,  if  all  were  agreed  in  it,  that  this 
Institution  should  make  one  of  a  number  of  colleges 
to  constitute  a  university  to  be  established  here,  and 
to  be  endowed  in  a  manner  worthy  of  this  great, 
nation  and  their  immense  resources.  This  object, 
recommended  by  Washington  in  one  of  his  eariy 
commnnieationsto  Congress,  has  not,  as  it  appears 
to  me,  received  the  attention  it  merits.    For  aach 


an  establishment,  formed  and  condocted  a^ii  | 
be,  woakl  be  attended  wiih  great  and  glorioQS  if- 
sults  to  this  country — not  only  by  its  direct  open- 
tion  in  elevating  the  standard  of  edacaUon;  biitbf 
forming  a  central  point,  a  local  bead  lo  aU  Ab 
learning  of  the  country — such  as  the  jnost  leaned 
nations  of  Europe  have,  and  from  which  they  de- 
rive the  greatest  advantages.  But  as  opinions  wm 
divided  apon  this  anbject^-not,  I  ahoald  hope,,  is 
to  the  great  desirableness  of  such  an  aataUiahmeit 
— ^bat  as  to  the  constitutional  competency  of  Coih 
gress  to  undertake  it,  I  will  not  embarrass  my  pre 
sent  object  by  involving  it  with  that  sabject  nis, 
as  an  indepeiuient  Iaftitati0n,  may  heceaAer  he 
made  a  part  of  snch  a  university,  8lM>ii)d  one  be 
established;  bat  it  is  now  to  be  looked  at  only  m 
an  independent  Institution.  Still  I  ahoald  hope 
that  the  liberality  of  Congress  would  so  far  concur 
with  the  generosity  of  thja  foreign  beAefiicior  aato 
j[ive  full  effect  to  bis  beneficent  porpose;  aad  vonld 
not  only  give  the  groands  convenient  foe  die  «e* 
comncidation  and  locaiioa  of  the  boiMiegp^  bet 
would  also  make  an  appropriation  of  money  ihms 
for  sufficient  U>  cover  the-  cost  of  their  eicoiiov; 
leaving  the  whole  amooat  of  the  legacy  na  a  iind 
the  proceeds  of  which  to  be  applied  to  the  neeor 
molationof  books  ajBdapparatoa— and  loiheaa|h 
port  of  the  tostmction  and  fovemment  of  the  » 
stitation;  otherwise  the  whole  thing,  I  feavt  vJi 
proven  failure  by  the  expense  of  tlie  oot£lSiJi 
least  when  compared  to  the  rrsolta  vhM  it 
might  be  made  to  prodoee*  For  thoog h  the  aiin- 
ries  of  instruction  ^enld  not  be  overlaigc^  yet 
they  should  be  so  liberal  as  to  oommand  ihee» 
vices  of  the  ablest  iastroetors  in  every  depnrimnii 
embraced  by  the  plan  of  education,  "niis  is  not  An 
occasion  for  a  detail  in  full  of  the  plnnof  edncaiaon 
which  I  ahoald  wish  to  aee  adopted;  I  will,  howwv* 
er,  beg  leave  to  give  its  oatliac;  premising  tfmt  i^ 
object  woald  be  to  give  both  learning  nadnlaldy, 
bat  ability  as  the  primaiy  object.  Ability,  as  I 
have  stated,  can  only  be  given,  as  I  am  fnlj^  peiw 
sanded,  by  appropriate  exeroiaea  direeted  by  n  ett- 
tain  rale;  that  is,  by  the  principiea  of  the  nsi,  whnh 
ever  that  art  may  be.  80  that  exereieei,  sxeroiwi 
would  be  the  Alpha  and  Omega  of  my  syeicm.  The 
studies  should  be  comfainfld  of  acience  nnd  liicm^ 
tare  with  its  appropriate  arts.  Aa  m  aeienoes,  Ihiy 
should  be  restricted  to  science  properly  eo  eaUcd* 
to  pare  original  aeienee — with  some  of  the  pmeiiBi^ 
braaehes  thereof  not  necessary  now  to  be  indifsia^ 
exelading  profeaaory  learning  aHugtthef.  As  m 
literature,  the  atodies  should  be  given  ID  seieetm^ 
dels  of  a  perfect  Uteratare,  and  10  nil  those  aiiaif- 
which  that  perfect  Uteratare  has  been  prodnceAand 
may  be  reproduced,  accompanied  by  all  thoane» 
erciaes  regolarly  and  ardemly  pursoed,  by  wUh 
power  and  skill  is  given  in.  those  arts.  Tlie  pse- 
liminary  studies  to  qualify  for  admissioa  sbc^rid 
also  be  proscribed.  I  would  have  a  model  aokaal 
for  this  preparation  annexed  to  this  ineiitniien  aad 
made  n  part  of  the  establishment. 

Such  an  iasiitmion,  conducied  by  g iwat  ma,aw\ 
as  I  should  hope  the  instructors  to  be,  smd  wiAeal 
such  indeed  nothing  great  in  education  can  hnao;. 
complished  whatever  the  system  may  be;  I 
ducted  by  gteat  masters,  would  make  the  ilh 
stranger,  the  founder  of  the  institntion,  as  1 1 
one  of  the  greatest  of  benefactors  lu  oar  < 
and  to  mankind,  aad  to  be  worshipped  almosi^hmn 
at  least,  as  the  patron  saint  of  edqcatioD. 

Mr.  PRBcTTONrose  and  s»d:  Unqae&Uonabif  Iht 
subject  to  which  my  venerable  friend,  the  hoMn* 
ble  Senator  from  Rhode  Island,  has  mlled  iheii* 
tention  of  the  Senate,  is  one  of  great  impartanef«i^ 
ihanding  the  grave  oonsideration  of  Congress  Ai 
Smithsonian  legacy  has  pat  the  GoTcTamtfil4i^ 
possession  of  half  a  million  of  dollars,  wbicK'ly 
the  acceptance  of  the  treat,  impoaofr  npentsiT 
duty  of  administering  this  food  in  the  1 
priate  wa.y,  to  accomplish  the  broad 
*  of  the  diffusion  of  learning  amongst  mca*^ 
it  i&  in  the  order  of  Providence  thAt,  as  the  1 
is  enlarged,  our  moral  naioie  is  niae. 
there.eafn  be  no  object  more  benefieani  eri 
than,  that  >  which  the  acceptance  of  ihja 
presenia.te  m-  I  earaestJtp^hope  .ihn&jH|i« 
diachaii^ilMi  trastaannKamni  4»«|g^ 
>and  crowned  with  snoeess.   And  sgR^»  1 
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sidbit,  thfc  estaUishmetit  of  the  Smithsonita  Inslt* 
tatt  eiimld  not  commenee  tinder  more  favonble 
aolltiees  than  to  have  attracted  the  care  of  the  ho- 
•ofable  Senator,  who  in  every  way  is  so  eminently 
qol^ied  to  take  charge  of  whatever  concerns  the 
inieitBls  of  leartiing  or  of  charity.  No  one  has 
■ore  ezperieneed  in  his  own  heart,  or  moreexem- 
pKled  in  his  own  character,  the  benign  inflaences 
of  tdaeation,  than  the  honorible  gentleman;  and 
noi>De,  therefore,  in  this  body,  was  so  fit  to  have 
saBmitted  the  resolntion  before  von,  or  to  cast  the 
fottndations  of  an  instStntion,  whose  dnration,  we 
may  hope,  wilt  bear  a  proportion  to  its  enlarged  ob- 
jeott.  (am  snre  I  bnt  speak  the  sentiments  of  all 
tbet^alors,  when  I  offer  him  my  earnest  thanks 
for  the  lead  he  takes  in  this  matter.  Nor  can  I  for- 
bear also,  Mr.  Prtsident,  to  thank  him  for  intro- 
dndttgy  opon  this  most  fit  occasion,  those  elegant 
aod  elevated  topics  which  carry  us  for  a  moment 
iaHi  regkms  of  oslm  and  serene  air,  above  the  smoke 
and  din  of  onr  aecostomed  and  more  strenoos  ef- 
fnrls  OB  this  floor.  It  is  pleasant  to  repose,  though 
bnt  for  an  instant,  npon  the  green  spot  he  has  pre- 
setted to  us. 

I  rejoice,  Bfr.  President,  (eonfinned  Mr.  P.) 
that  it  has  so  happened  that  this  subject  demands 
oofattentipn  at  this  session.  After  a  long  term' of 
vseftil  and  honorable  paUie  service,  my  honorable 
DriaHl  isttowaboot  to  terminate  his  co-operation 
wiA  OS  on  this  floor.  It  is  his  last  session.  Ii  is 
a  ftMtanate,  as  it  is  a  most  jost  and  fit  termination 
of  ys  official  prodnctions,  that  he  at  onoe  finishes 
mid  perfects  them  by  iikscribing  his  name  where  it 
will  De  most  appropriately  placed — upon  an  institn- 
INNI  Ibr  the  promotion  of  knowledge.  I  hope,  Mr. 
Pnmdent,  that  we  shall  at  once  proceed  to  an  ear- 
nest attention  of  thia  resolution,  and  to  carry  into 
dfeei  the  intentions  of  the  testator,  with  a  liberality 
eoMrolled  onl^  by  our  con-Mitntionai  restrictions. 

The  resolution  was  then  agreed  to. 


THS  MAINS  BOUNDARY  dUESTION. 

RE&fARKS  QF*MIL  PICKENS, 
Ov  South  Carolina, 
Jin' As  Bbwe  0/ AeprejenloHee*,  March  1,  1839— 
Tlie  HoBse  being  in  Committee  of  the  Whole 
opoB  the  bill  reported  by  the  Committee  of  Fo- 
rrign  Relations,  to  whom  had  been  relerred  the 
President's  message  concerning  the  Northeastern 
bonttdaiT  troubles— 

BCr.  PICKBNS  said  it  was  with  extreme  re- 
laetance  lie  trespassed  upon  the  attention  of  the 
eomminee;  nothing  but  the  great  importance  o{  the 
■aeaisnra  could  induce  him  to  do  so  at  present.  He 
iMd  interrupted  his  colleague  [Mr.  LsoAaK]  as  to 
tbe  point  of  order,  and  had  claimed  the  floor  merely 
because  of  the  circumstances  under  which  he  was 
plaeedwith  reference  to  the  bill  under  considera- 
ii^B.  It  wilt  be  remembered  that  this  moraing, 
wben  the  bill  was  first  under  discussion 'his  col- 
leaapie  [Mr.  Thomfsoit]  had  said  he  hoped  that  the 
bin  woold  pass  unanimously,  without  debate,  as 
Ibere  eoold  be  no  opposition  to  it.  He  [Mr.  P.] 
then  said  that  weald  not  be  the  case,  andhedesired 
to  j»(bna  the  ebairmaa  [Mc  Howiao]  that,  if  he 
papposed  so,  he  would  be  mistaken,  for  he  [Mr. 
P.]  intended  to  move  to  strike  out  the  second  seo- 
lioiif  and  then  gave  notice  of  that,  but,  before  pro- 
seeding,  gave  way  to  hear  the  chairman  first,  in 
Ibe  devdopment  of  the  views  of  the  committee. 
Bat,  instead  of  this  course,  others  had  obtained  tbe 
Boor  then,  and  brought  on  a  wide  range  of  discos- 
■ipJB,  and  he  had  been  prevented  from  explaining 
hi^  points  of  objection  to  the  bilL  He  desired  to 
i<»  wo  now.  But,  before  dtscnssing  the  bill,  I  desire, 
wmx^  Mr.  P.  to  notice  the  last  observations  of  my 
yoileagtie,  [Mr.  Lbcurb.]  He  had  said  there  was 
10  danger  of  collision  from  the  march  of  hostile 
xoops  at  present,  and  had  given  in  his  experience 
^  what  he  had  wimessed  in  Europe,  and  said  that 
Me  1^  ollea  seen  hostile  armies  moving  and  retir- 
jB^  over  the  same  territory,  and  even  coming  into 
leflBpoimry  conflict,  and  yet  there  was  no  war,  and, 
B.  m  1^  ^<ek9,  every  thing*  was  again  hushed  Into 
This  adght  be  the  eoe  in  recaid  to 
armies,  for  they  were  made  vp  of  dnOed 
thrairict.oiteiafofli*' 


oers,  who  were  sgain  under  the  dictation  of  despo- 
tic Cabinets.  They  could  be  marched  up  to  the 
cannon^  mouth,  or  marched  off  the  field,  because 
it  might  be  the  pleasure  of  a  tyrant  king,  their  mas- 
ter, 60  to  will  it.  They  were  the  mere  machines  in 
the  hands  of  those  who  made  war  from  ambition , 
and  preserved  peace  from  interest.  Not  so  in  our 
country.  Let  the  President  bring  into  action  our 
forces,  accuatomed,  a«  they  were,  even  to  licentious 
freedom,  and  we  would  find  a  very  different  state 
of  things.  Our  armies  would  not  be  mercenary 
bands,  but  ottisen-freemen,  with  but  little  discipline, 
and  feelihg  a  passionate  enthusiasm  for  their  coun- 
try. When  you  once  pot  a  large  force  of  that  kind 
into  action,  and  bring  them  near  to  their  opponents, 
under  their  natural  excitement,  it  would  be  as  dif- 
ficult to  preserve  peace  as  it  would  be  to  preserve 
flrom  explosion  the  magazine  into  which  ignited 
sparks  were  thrown. 

The  analogy  drawn  from  other  Governments 
does  not  hold  good  when  appHeJ  to  us;  Peace  may 
be  preserved  there,  while  the  same  causes  would 
produce  war  here.  There  is  always  danger  here 
m  calling  into  eziiaence  military  power,  as  is  eon- 
templatml  by  the  bill,  unless  we  have  already  re- 
solved on  final  action.  In  other  Governments, 
every  thing  is  moved  under  the  direction  of  des- 
potic Cabinets,  with  absolute  power;  the  reverse  u 
the  case  here. 

I  desire  now  to  say  a  word  in  reference  to  what 
fell  to-uighc  from  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky, 
[Mr.  MsNBPCK.]  That  gentleman  had  given  us 
an  enthusiasiic  disquisition  on  national  honor,  and 
in  which,  if  properly  defined,  C  entirely  agree.  But 
if  die  gentleman  meant  that  va<>ue  an  1  undefmable 
national  honor,  drawn  frojn  the  European  code, 
and  practised  upon  for  t!ie  last  three  hundred  years 
by  Enropean  Governments,  f  raise  my  solemn  pro- 
test against  it.  There  whole  nations  had  been 
drenched  in  blood  upon  a  mere  point  of  etiquettes. 
Soeh  doctrines  might  suit  those  countries  whose 
people  had  been  taught  to  humble  themselves  be- 
fore tbe  diadems  of  royalty,  and  to  gaze  in  submis- 
sion upon  Ar  stars  and  garters  of  nobility,  but  they 
were  entirely  unsuired  to  the  people  of  a  free  Re- 
public. 

Sir,  I  contend  that,  in  this  country,  with  a  Gk>- 
vemment  limited  and  defined  by  the  Cohstitation, 
we  exercise  nothing  but  trust  powers  for  the  bene- 
fit of  the  people,  and  we  have  no  right  to  separate 
national  honor  from  sodnd  national  interests. 

[Here  Mr.  MnNCPXt  asked  if  Mr.  P.  admitted 
that  there  was  a  difference  between  national  honor 
and  nationat  interest?] 

Mr.  Pickens.  No,  sir,  if  properly  understood 
and  denned;  but  a  general  declamation  upon  at>- 
straot  national  honor,  as  drawn  from  the  European 
code,  was  calculated  to  inflame  our  people,  now 
already  too  excitable.  I  will  not  repeat  FalstatPs 
soliloquy  upon  honor,  but  I  will  say  that,  although 
t  duellist  may  demand  satisfaction,  at  the  risk  of 
his  life,  because  another  may  have  too  rudely 
brushed  the  skirt  of  his  coat,  yet,  when  the  conse- 
quences of  a  man's  action  are  not  to  be  confined  to 
hioAself,  but  drag  with  it  the  misery- of  millions,  he 
haa  no  right  to  stand  upon  a  mere  immaterial  point 
of  honor.  Wnat  I  mean  to  say  i.<s  that,  before  a 
free  people  can  be  dragged  into  a  war,  it  must  be 
in  defence  of  great  national  rights  as  well  as  na. 
tional  honor. 

Bet  ore  examining  the  second  .^ecdon  of  the  bill, 
I  desire  to  notice  some  of  the  observations  which 
fell  from  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  [Mr. 
BiDOLB.]  In  many  of  his  remarks  I  entirely  con- 
cur, bnt  regret  that  he,  as  well  as  others,  had  thought- 
proper  on  this  occasion  to  call  up  topjcs  not  imme- 
diately connected  with  the  subject.  The  discus- 
sion in  which  we  were  now  involved  would  inte- 
rest foreign  powers,  and  attention  would  be  parti- 
cularly drilwn  to  it  in  England.  As  it  is  a  contest 
between  us  and  a  foreign  power,  I  regret  that  it 
should  have  been  thought  necessary  not  only  to  go 
into  the  history  of  our  faults  upon  this  qnestion, 
bnt  also  to  censure  onr  diplomatic  controversies 
with  other  powers.  The  gentleman  [Mr.  Biddle] 
had  alluded  to  our  blustering  and  talk  exciting  the 
ridiOQle  of  foreign  powers,  and  had  even  gone  back 
^  the  last  war  w.th  Great  Britain,  and  said  we  had 
eome  out  of  it  without  gaining. a  single  foint,  or  at 
I  1  ^  ' 


least  having  had  all  the  pofnts  of  controversy  **ad- 
led  over.*'    I  cannot  see  with  what  propriety 
these  things  are  now  brought  up. 


journed  < 


[Mr.  BiDi»DB  was  understood  to  explain,  that  he 
meant  to  illustrate  the  propriety  of  only  taking  such 
grounds  at  first  as  would  be  maintained  and  en- 
forced if  a  conflict  should  occur.] 

Mr.  P.  continued,  and  said  he  was  willing  to 
forget  at  present  the  past;  or,  at  least,  when  a  criti- 
cal controversy  was  pending  between  us  and  a  fo- 
reign power,  he  rather  desired  to  cover  over  the 
faults  of  the  country  than  to  expose  them  to  the 
gaze  of  the  world.  I  have  been  taught  from  my 
mother's  chamber,  by  examples  drawn  from  holy 
writ,  to  dread  Heaven's  avenging  curse  pronounced 
upon  that  son  who  uncovered  the  nakedness  of  his 
parent.  But  I  pass  over  these  matters,  and  propose 
to  examine  tbe  bill.  The  first  section  gives  power 
to  the  President  to  call  out  the  militia,  the  army  and 
the  navy,  in  certain  contingencies  that  may  hap- 
pen. In  the  case  of  "actual  mvasion,"  he  now 
has  this  power  by  the  existing  law.  But  a  new 
contingency  is  now  to  be  created,  and  that  is,  in  case 
Great  Britain  should  attempt  to  ^'enforce  exclusive 
jurisdiction"  over  the  disputed  territory  by  "force 
of  arms."  This  is  a  new  and  distinct  power,  as 
defined  in  this  section,  and  makes  a  point  in  legis- 
lation. The  second  section  proposes  "that,  in  the 
event  of  actual  invasion  of  the  territory  of  the 
United  States  by  any  foreign  power,  or  of  immi- 
nent danger  of  such  invasion  discovered  in  his  [the 
President's]  opinion,  to  exist,"  then,  and  in  that 
case,  the  President  is  clothed  with  power  to  enlist  a 
regular  army,  with  twenty  new  regiments,  or  nearly 
20,000  men.  I  contend  that  this  is  a  dangerous 
power  to  be  placed  in  the  hands  of  any  man. 
From  what  I  know  of  the  present  President,  I  would 
as  soon  trust  him  with  military  power  as  any  man 
1  ever  saw.  He  is  cautious,  and  his  nature  is  pa- 
cific. But  is  is  a  dangerous  precedent  to  allow  any 
Chief  Magistrate  to  be  the  sole  judge  of  the  contin- 
gency and  necessity  for  creating  at  one  step  a  stand- 
ing army  of  S0,000  men.  The  Constitution  has 
made  Congress  the  judge  of  the  necessity  for 
war,  and  we  have  no  right  to  delegate,  di- 
rectly or  indirectly,  any  portion  of  that  power. 
I  have  no '  idea  of  authorizing  the  President 
to  take  any  step  that  may  compel  us  hereafter 
to  sanction  that  which  will  force  us  into  a  war. 
Let  us  declare  war  before  you  raise  such  an  army. 
I  have  said  that  I  do  not  fear  to  trust  the  present 
Executive  with  military  power,  but  I  am  a*  sworn 
enemy  of  Executive  discretion  in  any  important 
matter  that  can  be  regulated  by  law.  The  prece- 
dea  t  of  to-oay  becomes  the  law  of  to-morrow.  A  nd 
we  may  have  a  prudent  exercise  of  a  dangerous 
power  by  a  wise  aod  virtuous  President;  but  let 
things  change— let  us  have  st^me  future  hero  with 
his  laurels  green  from  the  plains  of  some  Tallade- 
ga, Emucfau,  or  New  Orleans— and  then  th's  very 
precedent  which  you  now  propose  to  establish,  will 
be  quoted  by  him  as  containing  the  principle  upon 
which  he  will  ask  to  have  discre  ionary  power  over 
a  conditional  army,  which  will  be  called  upon  to 
sustain  him  in  waving  his  drawn  sword  triumphant- 
ly above  the  prostrate  liberties  of  his  country. 

A  sUnding  army  should  never  be  created  except 
by  Congre&s,  and  we  should  be  the  sole  judge  of  the 
time  and  manner  of  its  creation.  If  there  should 
be  a  necessity  for  it,  there  can  be  no  difficulty. 
The  country  can  be  defended  until  Congress  can  be 
convened;  and  if  there  should  be  any  such  neoefr* 
sity  for  this  army.  Congress  enght  to  be  convened. 
Besides,  suppose  the  President  were  to  call  for  en- 
listments in  the  regular  service  now,  what  would 
be  the  result?  You  would  get  none  but  the  veir 
dregs  from  the  alleys  of  your  cities,  forming  a  mi- 
serable band  of  the  most  inferior  soldiers.  In  a 
well  fed  country  like  this,  you  cannot  get  fit  and 
proper  recruits  in  the  regular  service  until  we  shall 
have  actually  declared  war,  and  thousands  are 
thrown  out  of  their  ordinary  employment  for  sup-, 
port.  Then  you  can  g*t  a  fipe  army  of  soldiers, 
and  not  untl  then.  I  would  infinitely  ra- 
ther rely,  in  the  first  onset,  for  defence,  upon 
the  regular  militia  of  the  country  or  npon 
volunteers,  than  upon  any  suddenly  raised  en- 
listments. It  is  a  mistake  to  suppose  that,  under 
the  acre  magicof'  the  nameof  '"legakn,"  iher 
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would  have  any  advantage  over  militia  or  volmi- 
teers  until  they  had  seen  service  and  felt  that  dia- 
eipline  which  time  alone  can  give* 

Again,  1  think  that  this  dd  section  of  the  bill  as- 
sumes somewhat  a  different  position  froin  that  as- 
sumed by  the  President  himself  in  his  messages 
communicated  to  the  House.  I  think  these  mes- 
sages are  pacific,  and  rather  look  to  diplomatic 
arrangements  to  settle  the  controversy.  The  Pre- 
sident's communications  on  the  whole  subject  are 
executed  with  uncommon  judgment  and  skill. 
They  exhibit  wisdom  and  prudence.  Is  it  politic 
in  us  to  do  any  thing  that  may  embarrass  the  po- 
sition he  has  assumed?  .  He  looks,  and  I  think 
wisely  looks,  to  negotiation.  The  3d  section  of 
this  bill  looks  to  me  like  clothing  him  with  power 
to  negotiate  at  the  point  of  the  sword.  Could  we 
bear  this  in  a  foreign  powisr  towards  usi  It  strikes 
me  that  its  tendency  may  be  rather  to  embarrasi 
than  to  promote  a  peaceful  arrangement 

I  regret,  exceedingly,  that  the  Committee  on 
Foreign  Affairs  should  have  thought  it  necessary 
to  introduce  certain  portions  of  this  bill,  and  I  re- 
gret, exceedingly,  that  I  cannot,  in  any  event,  sup- 
port the  second  section,  as  it  is  entirely  incompati- 
ble with  my  principleii.  Nothing  can  justify  such 
a  section,  but  imminent  danger  and  extreme  nece»- 
sity.  It  is  a  great  mistake  to  suppose  that  the 
'  Executive  of  this  Confederacy  is  weak  and  power- 
less for  the  purposes  of  resistance  and  defence.  In 
a  just  cause  for  national  defence,  where  national 
r'ghts  as  well  as  national  honor  are  involved,  there 
is  not  a  stronger  Executive  in  Christendom.  Other 
countries  rely  for  defence  upon  a  drilled  and 
standing  army,  whoee  profession  is  war,  and  who 
feed  upon  blood;  but  here,  in  a  just  and  glorious 
cause,  let  the  standard  of .  the  Republic  be  raised 
and  we  gather  around  it,  not  because  an  Execu- 
tive orders  us  to  do  so,  but  because  that  devotion 
which  springs  from  the  hearts  of  freemen  prompts 
us  to  come  to  the  standard  of  our  countnr.  In  a 
proper  war  the  Executive  will  always  find  itself 
strong  enough.  In  the  first  struggle  we  may  suffer; 
but  as  to  a  permanent  invasion  or  conquest,  the 
thing  is  impossible.  You  may  bum  and  devastate 
the  land,  but  you  can  never  conquer  the  country 
until  you  totally  exterminate  those  who  have  been 
taught  from  their  infancy  to  believe  that  no  other 
institutions  can  preserve  to  them  the  inheritance 
of  liberty.  It  is  this  universal  feeling  that  makes 
your  Executive  sufficiently  strong  in  all  cases  of 
just  and  necessary  defence.  It  is  according  to  the 
genius  of  our  institutions  that  he  should  rely  upon 
the  citizen  militia  of  the  country  in  emergencies, 
for  defence  and  support;  and,  as  much  as  some 
Governments  may  ridicule  them,  I  prefer  that  bul- 
wark of  national  defence,  as  a  general  reliance,  to 
any  other  that  the  wisdom  of  modern  tacticians 
may  create.  They  may  be  defeated,  but  they  will 
rally  again,  and  what  is  better,  they  are  safe  in 
times  of  peace. 

That  discretion  which  is  to  judge  of  the  necessi- 
ty of  creating  an  addition  to  our  present  standing 
army  (which  now  amounts  to  1Q,000)  of  30,000, 
under  an  enlistment  for  five  years,  as  contemplat- 
ed in  the  second  section  of  this  bill,  I  desire  should 
be  left  entirely  to  Congress,  free  from  all  emba/w 
rassment.  The  third  srction,  which  gives  the  Pre- 
sident power  over  the  equipment  and  arming  of  the 
navy,  and  the  fourth  section,  which  creates  the 
means,  together  with  the  first  section,  I  consider 
strong  enough,  and  as  clothing  him  with  all  rea- 
sonable and  necessary  power.  Strike  out  Uie  se- 
cond section,  and  I  have  no  very  serious  objection 
to  the  bill;  but,  then,  I  consider  it  full  strong.  If 
any  new  aspect  of  great  difficulty  should  arise, 
with  reference  to  Great  Britain,  let  Congress  be 
called  together,  and  if  we  are  to  have  war,  let  us 
choose  our  time  to  make  it,  and  let  us  not  be  forced 
into  it  rashly  and  unprepared.  But  I  cannot  be- 
lieve it  possible  for  war  to  grow  out  of  our  present 
difficulty  on  this  question.  The  good  sense  and 
interests  of  the  two  conolrics  will  not  suffer  it.  As 
to  the  exclusive  jurisdiction  over  the  disputed  ter- 
ritory set  up  by  Great  Britain,  that  arises  from  the 
const!  uction  she  has  always  put  upon  her  prior 
sovereignty.  Thio  claim  rtsts  upon  the  supposi- 
tion that  our  independence  and  sovereignty  com-  . 
menccd.from  tha  treaty  of  peaoa  ia  178j3i  and  that  I 


as  she  had  exercised,  prior  to  the  Deolaration  of 
Independence  or  that  treaty,  sovereignty  and  ju- 
risdiction over  all  the  lerritcMy,  then,  aubsequonrly 
to  that  period,  she  would  continue  to  •xereiae  juris- 
diction upon  all  doubtful  or  disputed  territory. 
Until  the  doubtful  points  are  settled,  she  claims 
jurisdiction  by  reason  of  her  prior  sovereignty. 
This  is  the  basis  of  her  whole  claim  to  ezelaaive 
jurisdiction;  and  yet  this  ia  all  a  mere  fiction  of 
law—the  same  as  claiming  a  right  from  poawaiion 
until  a  better  title  ia  proved.  If  aueh  a  position 
be  sound,  then,  in  a  controversy  between  Great 
Britain  and  Russia  in  the  Northwest,  as  to  ter- 
ritory, the  struggle  would  be  to  prove  whkdi 
was  the  oldest  sovereign.  Great  Britain  or  Rns- 
sia.  The  truth  is.  Great  Britain  treated  with  us  in 
1783  as  an  independent  and  equal  sovereign;  and, 
amongst  equals  there  can  be,  quoad  Aee,  no  prior 
sovereign.  The  treaty  nmkes  the  boundary,  and 
is  the  law  of  location  as  lo  the  line.  And  he  who 
examines  that  can  have  no  hesitation  as  to  the  tme 
line.  Two  rational  minds  cannot  differ  lUwut  it 
Yet  Great  Britain  wishes  particularly  the  northern 
portion  of  this  disputed  territory,  as  forming  a  mi- 
litary position  to  enable  her  to  move  troopa  aero» 
from  New  Brunswick  to  Canada;  and,  as  she 
wants  a  military  position,  she  makes  a  claim  to 
territory,  and  I  believe  she  was  never  known  to 
yield  such  a  claim.  This  is  the  whole  amount  of 
the  controversy. 

As  to  the  declaration  recently  made  in  a  letter  of 
Sir  John  Harvey,  that  he  was  *'  acting  under  strict 
orders  from  his  GJovemment  to  exercise  exclusive 
jurisdiction,  and  for  that  purpose  he  had  the  whole 
miliU]7  force  in  the  province  at  hia  command,  and 
that  his  orders  admitted  of  no  diseretioa,  that  be 
was  bound  to  execute  them,"  I  cannot  believe  bat 
that  he  has  misconceived  his  inauuctions. 

I  will  now  refer  to  only  one  eireunutanee,  which 
is  conclusive  to  my  mind  that  he  is  mistaken.  It 
will  be  recollected  that  the  British  Minister  here 
(Mr.  Fox)  had  but  the  other  day  signed  a  joint  me- 
morandum with  Mr.  FoRtyth,  recommending  both 
Governor  Fairfield  and  Sir  John  Harvey  mutually 
to  release  prisoners  taken  on  either  side,  and  that 
both  parlies  should  **forbear  to  exercise  exclusive 
jurisdiction"  until  the  controversy  is  adjusted  by 
the  two  Governments.  Now,  if  the  orders  to  Sir 
John  Harvey  from  his  Government  were  peremp- 
tory and  admitted  of  no  discretion,  Mr.  Fox  must 
have  been  acquainted  with  them,  and  either  Mr. 
Pox  himself  had  dtseretion  over  the  subject,  or  Sir 
John  was  mistaken  in  his  construction;  for  how 
could  the  British  Minister  direct  what  he  has  in 
violation  of  orders  from  his  Government?  Bither 
th  ire  is  discretion,  or  the  British  Governor  has  mis- 
taken the  construction  of  hia  orders,  or  Mr.  Fox 
must  be  acting  the  diplomatic  hypocrite  in  reeom- 
mending  what  he  has.  I  am  induced  to  believe 
that  Sir  John  Harvey  must  be  mistaken  or  Mr. 
Fox  would  not  have  recommended  what  he  has.  I 
have  no  idea  but  that  the  whole  matter  can  be  nmi- 
cably  adjusted  between  the  two  countries  without 
the  slightest  difficulty.  But  if  the  reverse  should 
be  the  case,  then  we  have  other  pointa  of  contn^ 
versy  of  deep  importance  which  we  can  bring  into 
the  account.  I  have  alhided  more  fully,  a  few  days 
since,  in  another  debate,  to  the  correspondence  of 
Lord  Palmerston  with  our  Government,  recently 
published,  in  which  the  British  Government  solemn- 
ly announce  to  us  that  they  will  not  hereafter  recog- 
nise any  indemnity  as  due  us  from,  the  destroetlbn 
of  our  property  in  slaves,  no  matter  under  what 
circumsunces  they  may  fall  under  British  domi- 
nion. ^  This  decision  of  that  Government  has  been 
made  m  relation  to  three  vessels  driven  by  strtas  of 
weather  on  the  Bahamas,  bound  from  Alexandria 
lo  New  Orleans  with  slaves  belonging  to  our  citi- 
zens. They  make  a  distincton  between  the  cases 
occurring  previous  to  the  British  act  of  emancipa- 
tion, passed  for  their  West  India  islands,  and  those 
occorring  since  that  act.  They  thus  recognise  in« 
demnity  as  due  in  the  one  case,  under  the  law  of 
nations,  and  refuse  in  the  other  becau^,  forsooth, 
their  municipal  regulation,  as  embodied  in  their  act 
of  emancipation,  has  upon  that  point  abrogated  the 
law  of  nations.  Their  own  civil  authorities  upon 
the  island,  immediately  after  the  veasel  was  driven 
in  by  tfaa  "«ct  of  (M»'*  aeiied  ttjpon  the  s)aTe%  and 


forced  them  to  accept  their  liberation,  and  refnscd 
possession  to  their  owners;  and  yet  the  British  Go- 
vernment solenmly  refuse  to  us  indemnity,  and  pe- 
remptorily announce  to  ua  that  they  will  hot  here- 
after recognise,  imder  any  circumstances,  the  riight 
of  property  in  persona.  It  is  impossible  to  con- 
ceive of  a  more  direct  blow  at  our  independence. 
It  assumes  the  right  in  the  British  Goverameni  te 
declare  to  us  in  what  our  ptoperty  shall  noiec^siBl, 
and,  by  consequence,  in  what  it  shall  consist*  Tha 
whole  correspondence  shows  the  inflnenoe  of  0*Co»- 
nell  upon  a  weak  cabinet.  But  I  forbear  to  prem 
this  matter,  and  will  only  any,  that  rather  than  sub- 
mit to  this  arroi^t  assumption  or  power  by  Great 
Britain,  carried  into  taH  effect,  I  would  prefer  to 
see  that  noble  country  atretehing  itself  from  the 
Patapooo  to  the  Sabine  a  howling  wiidefaeas,  or 
wrapt  in  conflagration. 

There  are  other  points  of  oontroversy  on  ov 
Northwestern  borders  also,  but  it  is,  primps,  no 
time  to  dwell  on  these  thiniEi  at  preseaL  I  hope 
there  is  no  danger  of  war.  I  beueve  every 
will  be anueably  adjusted  betweeans.  The 
capitalisu  of  the  two  countries,  our  intinutte 
mereial  relations,  and,  above  all,  the  good  aenee  and 
good  feeling  that  generally  prevail  on  both  sides^ 
will  preserve  peace.  But  if  I  should  be  disi^ 
pointed  in  this  calculation,  and  the  last  and  appeal 
ahould  be  made,  then,  air,  let  the  '^atar  spangled 
banner"  be  waved  aloft,  and  the  rally  called,  nnd^ 
my  life  upon  it,  you  will  aee  the  beaeon  fires  of  aa 
indignant  people  kindled  over  a  ihouaand  hilla,  net 
only  in  the  North,  but  in  the  South  too  ;  and  the 
Bwords  of  a  hundred  thousand  freemen  will  flash 
on  high  to  avenge  onr  wrongs  and  vindicnte  em 
righta. 

Yes,  air,  tUa  la  a  question  in  which  Noxtbarn 
rights  are  peculiariy  involiied;  and  although  we 
have  been  treated  cruelly  and  imkindly  by  n  pei^ 
tmn  of  that  section  of  the  Union;  nithon^  they 
have  agitated  a  vttel  quoHonj  and  made  war  upon 
our  dearest  rights  and  upon  our  domestic  peace, 
yet  I  am  willing,  lor  the  moment,  to  bury  all  ifait 
in  oblivion,  and  to  look  alone  to  the  righta  and  the 
honor  of  a  common  oouniiy.  Onr  blood  and  aiin* 
sure  have  been  offered  up  before  in  n  wnr  wagri 
peculiarly  for  Northern  rights,  and  we  will  be  pe^ 
pared  again  to  do  our  duty,  if  needs  be, 
calculation  as  to  cost. 

In  times  that  have  recently  passed,  the 
which  I  have  the  honor,  in  part,  to  represent,  Ihs 
been  traduced  and  slaadered  by  those  who  on^  li 
have  felt  for  us  the  common  sympathy  of  Iwotheau 
There  are  those  who  have  courted  populariwhf 
singling  us  out  for  denunciation,  by  way  of  .mn» 
trattng  their  own  peculiar  patriotism.  Te^  air« 
8outh  Carolina  has  been  unkindly  treated,  bat  faar 
sfer  still  twinkles  above  the  horizon;  her  banner  ia 
in  the  breeze;  and,  thank  God,  there  never  has  |«t 
been  a  stain  upon  it;  and  now  let  the  first  inp  of  ihn 
war  drum  be  heard  on  the  remote  confines  «f 
either  extreme  of  this  Union,  and  yon  will  find  facr 
sons  in  the  front  ranks,  with  no  other  cmntiona 
beating  in  their  hearts  but  for  the  glory  and  ttn 
triumph  of  a  united  and  a  common  country. 


SPEECH  OP  MR.  ROBERTSOH, 
Op  YiRotviA, 

In  the  Home  ^  JZ^eMnlaHees,  Aftmary,  1839—01 

the  amendment  proposed  by  him  to  the  npott  dT  ^ 
'    the  Select  Committee  on  the  Public  Landa. 

Mr.  W.  C.  Joansov,  from  the  Select  i 
to  which  the  subject  had  been  referred, 
submitted  the  following  report :  , 

Reeolved.  That  the  comnaittte  report  to  the  Oiwe  uai  |pk' 
leeTe  to  IM  dtecluried  from  the  ftntker  coniderefieB  efmi" 
ent^ect  naeueie  referred  to  them,  end  that  the  jowiwl  «r  Au^ 
eomninee  Im  repocted  and  pebiiehed. 

Resolved,  ^thtr^  That  the  commidee  deeni  k  _ 
to  tefee  further  etrpe  oo  the  migect  of  the  pofaUc 


llie  report  having  been  read, 

Mr.  ROBERTSON  rose  and  said  that  hn 
concurred  with  the  commiitee  in  the 
asking  to  be  discharged.    From  the  know« 
sity  of  opinion  existing  among  its 
satisfied  from  the  firdt  that  it  mmld  ad<^ 
sure  whieh^onld  be  propoaed-    No  on 
gined,  wni disappointed  attfaacenOlof 
Indoii«MMhtnf,  it  had  j 


'fA.  iste. 
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vork;  it  hid  falfilM  its  destio/;  and  for  hiiaaelf 
hf  was  gratefal  that  it  had  doae  nothing  wone. 

Bai  [  did  not  cpncnr,  sir,  (continned  Mr.  R.)  in 
th»  resolntion  declaring  it  inexpedient  to  kgniate 
upon  the  subject  dnrii^  the  present  session.  I  am 
not  satisfied  that  this  important  qoestion  shall  be 
thus  pat  aside  without  one  more  effort  at  least  to 
pioeore  the  action  of  the  House  npon  it;  and  my 
porpoee,  in  rising,  was  to  move  a  recommitment  lo 
the  same  committee,  or  to  the  standing  Committee 
OB  Public  Lands,  with  instractiona  to  report  the 
jotDt  xesolotion  1  now  send  to  the  Chair.  I  shoaid 
nefer,  howeveri  sir,  If  in  order,  to  offer  the  reso- 
Iniioii  as  a  sabittitote  for  those  of  the  committee, 
•0  as  to  snpersede  the  formality  of  a  reoommit- 
mant,  and  bring  the  question  directly  before  the 
Btottsc. 

The  Spbakkr  said  it  would  be  in  order  to  move 
to  alrike  oat  all  after  the  word  "rcsolFed,*'  and  to 
insert  the  j«mt  resolution  proposed  by  the  gentle- 
man from  Virginia. 

Mr.  RoBuiTsoN  accordingly  mored  ta^trike  oat 
and  insert  the  following  joint  resololion,  which  Was 
read  by  the  Clerk: 

JUaolvtd  by  f^  Btttte  and  Souae  of  Renrettntativu  in 
OmgT9m  amembled.  That,  hereafter,  the  Seeretarr  of  the 
TlMMOT  ■hall  caaae  lepaiaia  aecunnta  to  be  kept  of  all  no- 
ntfm  paid  into  the  Treaeurj  oo  aceouot  of  aales  of  the  public 
kMBi  to  be  dlipoetd  of  in  the  OMnner  herein  proTided,  uaieee 
•ttiorwfeebjrtaiwapeclally  directed,  viz:  He  ahall,  on  the  flnt 
itj  of  Jel7  OTOceediac  the  text  taemtt  and  thenafter  eenai- 

a  on  the  fim  daj  of  Jaooary  and  July  in  every  year, 
tite  eaid  morieye  ilien  In  the  Treaenry  araonf  the  ee- 
of  tlM  Union,  in  the  ratio  of  their  Federal  nnni> 


^  netertheUn,  That  nothing  herein  coatained  diall 
to  eoBetrueif  in  prohibit  the  appropriation  of  the  proreedi  of 
Urn  pnUit  luaiM,  or  each  portion  thereof  as  may  be  requisite  to 
aiaM  tiiB  aeeetHury  axpendliufae  of  the  OoTenunent  for  any 
year  in  which  the  receipte  from  cuetome  and  other  eonrcea  of 

ravonne  ehall  be  eetireated  to  Ikll  below millione  of  dot- 

ton,  add  whan  It  ehall  bedeemedprgfieron  that  account  to  ap- 

alba  eaid  pfMeede^' by  epecialappropnatioo,  lo  aupply  the 
uency  and  nieet  thoee  ezpeoditarea. 
.^rmtided,  olio,  "ftat,  in  the  eTent  of  a  w«r  between  the 
UMiiid  flUMB  and  any  totign  power,  the  aaid  eemi-annoal  diri- 
and  be  adependad  duriag  the  contfaiaattca  of 


PmOkit  rnvreoperj  Tml  nothlnc  herefn  contained  thai!  be 
I  la  impair  the  right  and  obllgatioo  of  OoDgram,  when- 
. . .^  .  ^      -^  from  the  nee  of 

B  been  heretofore, 


trmt  k  Bto>imu«iactorily  appear  that  benefita 

tha  public  landi,  or  the  proceeds  thereof;  hare  I     

■tnUi  be  hereaftar,  aonferred  on  particular  Btalee,  to  extend  aa 
teaepiMticaMa  in  each  and  aU  tha  Statea,  in  their  one  and 
JvCDrDporuoM^  wbo  may  require  or  be  willing  toacoept  tham, 
ilBur  MQeftta,  upon  tha  aame  or  equiTalent  tarmac 

Mr.  DoHV  moved  to  amend  the  ameadment  of 
Mr.  BoBCETsoN,  by  inserting  before  the  first  pro- 


aodafeali 


to'thaSiatea  In  which  each  landa  ate  aitnate. 

df  per  cenu  of  the  proeeeda  of  public  landa  aokJ 

lijchia  aoch  fliaiBB  reapecdrcly . 

Mr.  RoBBETBOM  resumed.  The  object,  sir,  of  the 
Joiftt  rcaolntion  I  have  ventured  to  present  is,  to 
awny  into  effect  the  compaeu  between  the  original 
Slates  of  ihia  Union,  by  distriboting  among  all  the 
Slatea  the  fnture  pioceeds  jof  the  sales  of  the  public 
doBiain  in  the  proportions  stipulated  by  those  com- 
pneia.  A  proposition  on  its  face  so  reasonable 
w«m]daeem|io  reqnire  no  aignment  or  persuasion 
Id  insure  i*s  adoption.  Bat  eveiy  similar  one  has 
>en  hitherto  unsuccessful,  and  this,  I  am  well  as- 
lied,  will  be  strenuously  opposed?  I  avail  myself, 
fore,  sir,  of  the  opportunity  now  afforded  me — 
Ihe  last,  perhsps,!  might  ever  en joy-^f  addressing 
diA  House  in  its  defence.  I  shall  endeavor  to 
jttslftfain  that  the  measure  proposed  is  within  the 
•lain  limits  of  our  constitutional  power i  that  the 
distribntjon  it  contemplates  is  not  only  intrinsically 
Just,  bat  is  in  conformity  with  compacts  as  5o« 
J^mn  aa  any  ever  entered  into  among  nations,  and 
wrbose  obligatory  character  is  recognised  by  the 
FMeral  Constitution  itself,  and  by  Federal  legis- 
IftCioB  both  before  and  since  that  Constitution  was 
adopted;  that  it  has  received  the  explicit  sanction  of 
m  large  majority  of  the  States;  and,  indeed,  directly 
or  indirectly,  of  every  State  in  the  Union:  in  other 
words,  sir,  I  hope  to  prove  that  the  measure  is 
l^oili  coostitutioDal  and  expedient;  or.  in  the  lan- 
of  the  late  Chief  Magistrate,  «/a,  jmi,  and 


ts 


It  is  not  my  intention  to  enter  into  an  ex%mina> 
m  cf4he  original  title  to  what  is  now  called  the 
iWe  domain,  because  I  desire,  as  far  as  practica- 
lo  avoid  irrelevant  discussions.    Whatever 


'Hhn. 


— ByapmTleoto  the  9di  aitido,  b  i*  declared  that 
ahall ba  dc^T«i  of  tMfiteray  gr  the  baaafttofiha 


*^<^ubis  or  difficulties  existed  on  |tbis  point  during 
^  Revolutionary  war,  or  previous  to  it  ihey  were 
closed  and  removed  by  the  Articles  of  Confedera- 
tion,* by  the  Compacts  of  Cession,  and  by  the  Con- 
stitution; and,  if  it  were  not  so,  the  discussion 
would  still  be  unprofltable,  for  no  preference  is 
asked  for  the  old  Statea,  the  original  proprietors  of 
the  whole;  and  by  whatever  title  this  Government 
now  holds,  whether  by  cession,  purchase,  or  con- 
quest, Bone  can  deny  their  title  to  a  just  partictpa- 
tioa.  I  proceed  at  once,  therefore,  to  the  original 
eompaeta  which  lie  at  the  foundation  of  the  ques- 
tion. A  brief  reference  to  a  single  clause  in  one  of 
them — the  most  important  of  them  all,  that  with 
Virginia— will  be  sufficient  for  my  present  purpose. 
It  is  the  often-quoted  clause  which,  coming  after 
the  provisions  setting  apart  inconsiderable  portions 
of  the  vast  territory  surrendered,  declares! 

^TbataU  the  landa  within  the  territory  ao  ceded  to  the  United 
Statea,  and  not  reaerved  for  or  appropriated  to  any  of  the  be- 
fore mentioned  purpoaea,  or  diapoMd  of  in  the  boontiee  to  offl* 
caia  and  eoldiera  of  tlie  American  army,  ahall  be  considered  aa 
a  common  fund  for  the  oae  and  benefit  of  aoch  of  the  United 
Bcatea  aa  have  become  or  ahall  become  memtwra  of  the  Con*^ 
federation,  or  federal  alliance  of  the  aaid  States,  Virginia  In- 
cluaire,  according  to  their  naual  reepeaire  proportlona  of  the 
aeneral  charge  and  expenditure,  and  ahall  be  Aithfully  and 
bona  fidt  diapoaed  of  for  that  purpoee,  and  for  no  other  uae  or 
purpoae  whataoerer." 

1  will  not  repeat  the  commentaries  made  on  this 
clause  in  almost  t^ttj  discussion  which  has  oc- 
curred on  the  subject  ot  the  public  lands  for  ten 
yenrs  past.  But  I  beg  you,  sir,  for  a  moment,  to 
call  u>  mind  the  condition  of  our  country  when  this 
solemn  transfer  of  title  was  made  and  accepted.  A 
Confederacy  of  Sutes,  eaeh  retaining  abeolute  so- 
vereignty—united by  a  league— as  it  was  forcibly 
exprMsed,  a  rope  of  sand— no  closer  union  at  the 
time  antidpaied  nor  desired.  The  war  of  inde- 
pendence had  but  just  terminated,  leaving  us  in- 
volved in  a  heavy  debt,  and  without  available  re- 
sources. Some  cf  the  States  held  or  claimed  an 
extent  of  territory  stretching  from  the  Atlantic  to 
the  Pacific  Others,  less  fortunately  circumstanced, 
regarded  these  extensive  possessions  as  dangerous 
to  their  future  peace;  they  niged  that  they  they  had 
contributed  their  blood  and  treasure  to  acquiie 
and  defend  them;  and  they  insisied  on  a  liberal  sur- 
render. The  propoeition  was  acceded  to.  New 
York  led  the  way  in  1781:lViiginia  followed,  and, 
on  the  Ist  of  March,  1784,  ceded  the  extensive  re- 
gion claimed  by  her  northwest  of  the  Ohio.  In  this 
cession  she  stipulated  that  like  (mifery  slkoiiU  U IM 
maUU9  8UUi$  to  h€  erfmifffrf  ntlo  »k9  Unim  wUk  tht 
$0mtfighU  •fi0MreSgniyffreed€mt  smd  independence^ 
mtk9  9iker8iMe$:that  eertmnpfHant^U  thnUdhe 
nrnntdftt  tpedjk  pufptict,  and  the  raMw  (as  de- 
clared in  the  clause  just  quoted)  eonstfliilc  a  csm- 
m»nJktndfiT Ike nu  m^  heneJU  iif  eU  IheSmeein 
ipsei/Ud  praperHoM.  The  payment  of  the  public 
debt  was  not  even  mentioned  in  the  compact  as 
one  of  the  objects  to  be  provided  for.  Admitting, 
however,  the  payment  of  that  debt  to  have  been  a 
substantial  oomplianoe  with  the  provision  requir- 
ing that  the  use  and  benefit  of  this  common  fund 
should  be  enjoyed  by  each  State  according  to  lis 
proportion  of  the  general  charge  and  expenditure, 
still  it  cannot  be  contended  that  this  was  the  only 
mode  in  which  the  States  could  receive  their  pro- 
portional shares.  The  debt  was  estimated  at  some- 
thing more  than  forty  millions  of  dollars;  but,  laige 
as  it  was,  it  bore  no  comparison  with  the  value  of 
the  hundreds  of  millions  of  acres  ceded  by  Viiginia 
alone.  Sop  posing  the  payment  of  that  debt  con- 
templated, most  not  the  question  have  naturally 
presented  itself,  what  disposition  should  be 
made  of  the  immense  residue}  and  if  so,  what 
did  the  contracting  parties  intend  should  be  its  final 
destinatioBi  Sir,  the  compact  answers  the  question; 
it  was  to  be  a  common  fund' for  the  um  and  benefit 
of  ench  tf  the  States  as  had  become  or  should  be- 
come mnAen  of  the  confederation;  in  their  sepa- 
rate, and  not  exehuineifft  at  least,  in  their  aggregate 
capacity.  Had  it  been  the  design  of  the  parties 
thus  to  confine  it,  they  would  have  stopped  after 
declaring  it  should  be  a  commond  fund,  or  em- 
ployed language  to  express  the  intention  that  it 
should  be  used  solely  for  the  general  purposes  of 
the  confederacy.  So  far  from  this,  they  adopt 
terms  importing  plainly  a  benefit  in  Mecnitty,  and 
prescribing  the  ratio  in  which  each  shall  enjoy  it— 
Un  filie  rf  ^emirikniim  f  tkifenier^  €ftm$i  and  •»- 


prndilure.  They  do  not  say  that  the  funds  shall 
be  for  the  use  of  '*  the  United  States  of  America," 
which  was  the  style  of  the  confederacy,  but  for  the 
use  of  eueh  of  the  United  Stages  as  were  or  might 
become  numhen;  they  do  not  say  it  shall  be  ap* 
plied  to  meel  the  general  charge  and  expenditure, 
but  that  it  shall  be  enjoyed  by  the  members  of  the 
Confederacy  according  to  their  respccfive  propcrtiom 
of  that  charge  and  expenditure.  The  proceeds  of 
the  common  fund  might  exceed  or  fall  short  of  that 
expenditure.  Exclusive  of  the  public  debt,  our 
annual  expenditure  probably  did  not  then  exceed  a 
hundred  or  two  hundred  thousand  dollars.  Sap- 
posing  the  public  debt  and  expenditures  among  the 
objects  to  which,  by  the  express  terms  of  the  com- 
pact, this  common  fond  might  be  appHed — a  con- 
struction, however,  which,  in  regard  to  the  last, 
neither  the  nature  of  our  political  association  at 
the  time,  nor  the  language  of  the  compact,  justi- 
fies— would  it  not  be  unjust  and  absurd,  after  that 
debt  had  been  discharged,  and  when  those  expen- 
ditures do  not  require  it,  to  withhold  it  from  the 
Stalee  for  whose  use  and  benefit  it  was  conferred? 
Why  provide  for  propartUmal  enjoyment — specify 
the  exact  proportions  in  which  each  State  should 
share  the  fund — if  no  dtstribntion  was  con- 
templated, and  that  fund  was  designed  exclusively 
as  a  joint  fund  for  joint  purposes?  Why  give  a 
rule  ^  opperAonment,  if  that  rule  was  never  intend- 
ed to  be  practically  enforced? 

But  it  has  been  said  that  the  ratio  of  contribu- 
tion exUling  at  the  time  is  the  rule  prescribed  by  the 
compact;  and  that  having  been  since  changed,  that 
the  rule  itself  is  abrogated.  Not  so,  sir.  The  . 
terms  do  not  confine  the  rule  to  the  existing,  ratio 
of  conuribution,  but  make  that  ratio,  whatever  it 
may  be  at  the  time  of  distribution,  the  rule  by 
which  the  proportions  shall  be  measured.  There 
is  corroborating  evidence  in  the  history  of  the  times 
to  prove  this  to  b<~  the  proper  interpretation.  In 
April,  1783,  a  committee  of  Congress  suggested  the 
propriety  of  altering  the  then  existing  rule  of  con- 
tribution, fbunded  on  a  valuation  of  real  estate, 
and  sfibstituting  the  ratio  since  intsorporated  into 
the  Federal  Constitution,  for  apportioning  repre- 
sentation and  direct  taxes  upon  the  basis  of  what 
are  called 'Pederal  numbers.  That  committee,  in 
recommending  a  supply  of  revenue,  speaks  of  the 
proportion  of  each  State  as  one  to  be  fixed  accord- 
ing to  the  rule  **which  is  or  may  be**  prescribe«l  by 
the  Articles  of  Confederation.  Another  commit- 
tee, of  which  Mr  Madison  was  chairman,  was  then 
appointed  to  draw  ap  an  address  to  the  States, 
among  other  things,  recommending  the  proposed 
change.  In  October  following,  die  act  of  the  Vir- 
ginia Assembly  was  |»assed,  authorizing  her  dele- 
gates in  Congress  to  execute  the  deed  of  cession, 
and  that  deed  was  delivered  and  accepted,  as  I 
have  stated,  on  the  fist  of  March,  1784.  Now,  it 
is  not  credible  that  Virginia  was  ignorant  of  the 
contemplated  change,  or  meant  that,  if  adopted, 
it  should  defeat  her  rights  reserved  by  the  deed. 
She  knew  that* the  ratio  of  contribution  might  be 
changed;  but  still  the  compact  intended  and  pro- 
vided that  the  use  and  benefit  of  the  common  fund 
should  be  enjoyed  by  the  States  in  the  same  propor- 
tion in  which  they  should  contribute  to  the  general 
burdens.  This  proportion,  change  as  it  may,  must 
still  give  the  rule.  But  grant  that  the  new  ratio 
did  not  become  the  rule;  the  only  consequence 
would  be,  not  that  the  rule  is  abrogated,  hot  the 
old  ratio  of  contribution  would  continue  fo  be  (he 
rule  of  distribution. 

But,  sir,  it  is' not  merely  the  rule  of  apportion-  ' 
ment  which  it  is  contended  has  been  changed  or 
abrogated.  The  monstrous  doctrine  is  announced, 
that  tbe  compacts  themselves  have  no  binding  ef- 
fect— that  they  have  been  annulled  by  the  Federal 
Constitution;  yes,  sir,  by  the  very  instrument  de* 
signed  to  render  them  inviolable — and  ihat  they  are 
incompatible  with  the  sovereign  rights  of  the  new 
States.  Sir,  it  was  not  to  have  been  expected  that 
the  validity  of  these  compacts  would  ever  have 
been  denied,  whatever  doubts  might  be  suggested 
as  to  their  confetmctlon.  They  have  been  recog- 
nised by  repeated  acts  of  Federal  legislation,  from 
the  period  of  their  date  to  the  present  time  ;  they 
were  indeed  ratified  and  confirmed  by  the  Constitu- 
tion ilaelf.    In  April,  1784|  the  month  succeeding 
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the  cetwioa  fiom  VirgiaU,ftn  ordinance  was  passed 
by  Con^cress  for  dividing  the  ceded  territory  into 
distinct  Slates.  This  oidinance  provided  fur  the 
temporary  and  permanent  government '  of  those 
divbions,  upon  this  express  condition,  among 
others — that  they  should  in  no  case  interfere  with 
the  primary  disposal  of  the  foil  by  the  United 
States, in  Congress  assembled  ;  and  that  this  and 
the  other  articles  should  stand  as  fundamental  con- 
stitutions between  the  thirteen  original  States  and 
each  of  the  several  States  to  be  created.  These 
provisions  could  have  been  made  with  no  other 
view  than  to  a  fulfilment  ef  the  terms  upon  which 
the  cessions  had  been  made. 

But  there  is  another  and  still  more  striking  re- 
cognition of  the  compact  made  with  Virginia.  In 
1786,  the  restriction  imposed  by  that  compact  upon 
Congress,  in  rcferebce  to  the  extent  of  the  new 
States  to  be  created  in  the  ceded  territory,  being 
found  inconvenient.  Congress^  adopted  a  resolution 
recommending  it  to  Vfrginia  to  revise  and  alter  it  in 
this  respect;  and,  in  July  foltowing,  passed  a  new 
ordinance  prescribing  how  the  boundaries  of  the 
new  States  should  be  established,  "at  soon  as  Ftf^i- 
nU  thinUd  oUer  her  deed  ^  axnonV  In  this  ordi- 
nance a  similar  provision  is  made  to  prevent  inter- 
finnce  by  the  new  States  vnih  ike  jprimary  disposal 
^Ihe  sM  The  Legislature  of  Virgmia  never  made 
the  change  desired  until  the  20th  Duember,  1738,  af- 
ter the  Federal  Constitution  had  been  ratified  by  the 
requisite  number  of  States.  Here,  then,  is  a  plain 
recognition  of  the  compact  both  before  and  aAer 
the  adoption  of  the  Federal  Constitution. 

Was  it  annulled  by  the  Constitution?  No,  sir; 
far  from  it.  It  was  ratified,  and  re-afiirmed  by 
language  too  plain  to  be  misconstrued.  The  first 
ckuse  of  the  6ih  article,  penned  at  the  very  time 
when  there  was  a  pending  applicaiion  to  Virginia 
to  change  the  terms  of  her  deed,  reads  as  follows: 

**An  debt4*coatmcted  aod  eogagements  entered  into  before 
the  adoption  of  this  ConetituUon  shall  Im  as  ralid  against  the 
United  Slates  under  this  ConstKutlon  as  under  the  Confe- 
denuen." 

I  have  already  shown  that  the  compact  with 
Virginia  was  entered  into  prior  to  the  adoption  of 
the  Constitution,  and  its  validity  unequivocally  ac- 
knowledged by  the  old  Confederation;  and  the 
efifect  of  this  clause  consequently  is  the  same  as  if 
that  compact  had  been  incorporated  in  the  Const i- 
tutioa*  Z^or  is  this  ail.  The  4(h  article  enables 
this  Government  to  fulfil  its  obligations  by  giving 
to  Congress  full  power  "to  dispose  of,  and  make  all 
needful  rules  and  regulations  respecting,  the  teni- 
tory  or  other  property  of  the  United  States;"  and 
guards  against  the  abuse  of  this  power,  by  declar- 
ing, in  the  same  clause,  that  "nothing  in  this  Con- 
stitution shall  be  so  construed  as  to  prejodLce  the 
claims  of  the  United  States  or  qf  -cny  pariicular 
filotf.**  That  the  Constitution  was  not  construed 
by  Virginia  as  afiTectiag  her  claims,  under  her  deed 
of  cession,  is  ooanifest  from  the  ;ict  which  she  sub- 
sequently passed  to  change  that  deed.  It  would 
have  been  iile  to  tender  or  accept  this  modification, 
confined  as  it  was  to  one  particular  condition,  had 
the  whole  compact  been  alre^^dy  abrogated.  Had 
such  been  its  intended  operation,  it  can  roacoely  be 
believed  that  Virginia,  dissatisfied  as  she  was  with 
many  of  its  provisions,  and  who  finally  .adopted  it 
in  convention  by  a  majority  of  ten  votes  only, 
would  ever  have  ratified  it.  But  some  of  these 
Oompacts,  imposing  conditions  almost  preci  ely 
similar  to  those  in  the  cession  of  Virginia,  were  en- 
lered  into  subsequent  to  the  adoption  of  the  Consti- 
tution. That  instrument  could  not  subsequently 
annul  them,  and  this  fact  alone  is  conclusive  to 
show  that  such  was  not  understood  to  be  its  effect 
upon  those  previously  made.  This  Qovernment, 
sir,  has  never  set  up  so  monstrous  a  pretension. 
Its  whole  aotion  proves  the  reverse.  I  might  mul- 
tiply instances,  but  ii  cannot  be  necessary.  I  will 
^  content  myself  with  referring  to  the  celebrated  veto 
message  of  December,  .1833.  In  that  message,  the 
late  Chief  Magistrate,  adopting  the  construction 
1  have  contended  for,  says: 

**Tbo  cewioni  of  Virginia,  Geor|;ia,and  North  Carolina,  ill 
espresa  terms,  and  all  ibereet  impliedly,  not  only  proYide  ape- 
cmcSUT  the  proportion  according  to  vi\\\ch  each  State  shall 
profll  D7  the  oroc«edf  of  the  land  sales.  b.ut  th«!j  proceed  to 
cbrJaiv  that  tbej  ahall  bo  faiihfuny  and  bona  fldfi  disposed  of 
lor  tbal  purpose,  and  for  no  other  use  or  purpose  whatsoever;" 
sad  adds,  ''Tkis  is  ths/unaatnsnt^l  tawoftke  land  at  this  mo- 


ment, growinc  oui  ofcornpac*  trfiich  are  older  than  thf.  Con- 
sHtufion.  iind/ormed  the  comvr  sfone  on  which  the  Union 
itself  woo  erectedl 

Sir,  need  I  gi>  for  her?  The  question  Feems  in- 
deed too  plain  for  argument.  The  validity  of  these 
covenants,  never  contioverted  until  recently,  rests 
upon  a  fooiidation  which  cahnot  be  shaken  without 
subverting  the  Constitution  itself,  and  denying  all 
bligation  in  men  to  abide  by  their  most  solemn 
o^        ments. 

'  ihave  said  that  the  principle  of  dtstribniiou  pro- 
posed in  the  joint  resolution  before  you  h*s  been 
sanctioned  by  thfs  States.     I  proceed  to  the  proofs. 

The  General  Assembly  of  Maryland  in  1891  had 
this  subject  under  conoid':  ration.  A  commttiee  was 
appointed  by  the  Senate*,  whose  deliberations  re- 
sulted in  a  report  and  iresolutions  subsequently 
adopted  by  both  branches.  As  they  were  the 
groundwork  of  the  legislative  action  of  other  States, 
I  request  that  they  may  be  read. 

[The  resolutions  were  read.  The  first  and  se- 
cond are  as  follows: 

MARYLAND  RESOLtJTIONS. 

1.  Resolved  by  the  General  Astemhly  of  Maryland,  That 
each  of  the  United  States  baa  an  equal  right  to  {lariicipate  in 
the  benefit  of  the  public  lands,  the  common  property  of  the 
Union. 

2.  Resolved,  That  the  States  in  whose  favor  Ck>ngress  have 
not  made  appropriaiionsof  land  for  the  purposes  of  education, 
are  entliletf  to  such  appropriations  as  will  correspoad  in  a 
Just  proportion  with  those  heretofore  mada  in  favor  of  other 
States.] 

These  resolutions,  or  others  of  similar  ^import, 
were.adopted  in  the  same  or  the  following  year,  by 
JSew  Hampshire,  Rhode  laUmdjMw  Jerrnif,  Dela^ 
ware,    Pentuyfoanta,    VsrmmU,   Msirse,    and    JTsn- 

Tefmeueej  Ihonith  she  denied  that  the  benefits 
conferred  upon  her  were  as  great  as  they  bad  been 
represented,  declared  that  "iihe  was  far  from  re- 
sisting claims  set  np  by  the  old  States  to  a  partici- 
pation in  the  public  land.«,*'  and  concluded  with  a 
resolution  leaving  the  matter  "  wholly  to  fie  wis- 
dom  and  discretion  of  Congress.**  , 

It  has  been  supposed  that  A*sto  York  dissented 
from  these  views.  I  do  not  so  understand  ber.  It 
is  true  that  »he  did  not  concur  with  Mary  hind  in 
disputing  the  justice  or  legality  of  the  donations 
made  to  the  new  States,  or  claim  on  that  account 
corresponding  benefits.  On  the  contrary,  she  as- 
serted the  right  of  Congress  to  make  those  dona- 
tions. But  she  justified  them,  not  only  on  the  pre- 
text that  the  new  States  had  paid  an  equivalent, 
but  upon  the  ground  of  sueh  ample  power  over  the 
public  domain  as  would  equally  justify  the  diKposi- 
tion  now  proposed.  The  report  contends  that  Ibe 
public  latu^s,  if  considered  as  held  under  i^  ces- 
sion;:, are  held  in  full  and  absolute  right,  disehaig- 
ed  from  all  conditions  except  those  specific  ones 
expressly  resl^rved  in  the  acts  of  cession;  wbitef  if 
held  by  original  title,  the  4th  article  of  the  Consti- 
tution empowers  Congress  to  disftose  of  themvWith 
wy  other  limUation  than  such  as  may  be  imposed  6y 
the  eense  of  pv^He  duty  and  the  gwnsral  ipdfmre, 
AjTRin, 

"Like  all  other  public  property,  tliese  lands  are  indeed  held 
as  a  trust  for  the  common  benefit  of  the  States^  or  rather  of  the 
people  of  the  t'nited  States;  but  of  the  mode  of  administering 
this  common  fund,  and  the  objeet^to  tohich  it  shall  be  appttsd^  - 
Conffrete  alone  m  entitled  to  judge  " 

New,  York,  therefore,  so  far  from  denying  the 
power  of  Congress  to  distribute  to  all  in  just  propor- 
tions, necessarily  asset  ted  it,  in  maintaining  ihe^till 
broader  power  to  make  any  and  every  disposition 
not  incompatible  with  the  deeds  of  cession  or  the 
public  welfare. 

Connecticut,  without  impeaching  the  donations 
to  the  new  Slates,  arcued  iri  favor  of  an  allotment 
to  the  uld  States,  also  for  the  purpose  of  education. 
Still  more  recently,  as  lately  as  May,  1838,  her  Le- 
gislature has  distinctly  a<«serted  the  principle  of  dis- 
tribution, and  requested  her  Represcntativrs  in  Con- 
gress to  use  their  best  endeavors  to  have  it  practi- 
cally adopted.  1  request  the  Cleik  to  read  ihem  for 
the  information  of  the  House. 

[The  resolutions  were  read  as  follows: 
Rsiolutions  of  Connecticut  relating  to  the  disposition  of  the 

public  lands  of  the  United  States,  at  a  General  Assembly  of 

the  State  of  Connecticut,  hsidtn  at  New  Haxen^  in  saw 


State,  on  the  first  Wednesday  of  May,  A.  D.  I83a 

JRosolvedbythis  Aaserhbly,  That  the  (lublic  Jand«h ^- .„ 

to  the  Uuiied  State?  are  the  common  proj^erty  of  alt  the  States, 


Resoltedj  That  this  General  AnemNvTiriSlaiaiili  ff^ 
•fHifNlt  a-edMrfon  ef  any  of  ihe  pttbiie  laadi  to  a  fhiie^S 
they  nay  ^  situaMd,  «i  apiioa  less  tfiao  tint  u  wbick thwan 
oflierod  in  ivarket,  and  alao  sgaiostall  pre-emption  hwi,«Sfli 


grams  made  binder  the  authority  efsach  laws. 

Resolved  te  thio  Asssmhiy,  That  ourSmitin  wiia,^ 
•sntatiras  in  Cong|nss)>ereQiMsted  to  use  dwir  bt««iM(nM 
have  the  proceeds  of  ibe  poolic  lands  diTided  amoog  Osliia, 
■eTeralf  Y,  «s  soon  ab  it  can  with  proprleij  be  dene.       -.iT' 

Resoffiod,  That  it  ii«x|jedkat  UMtapoitiaaofihepM 
lands  beloDf  ing  to  the  Uotiod  Skates  shoald  bempnlniiiii 
the  support  or  education  in  ihie  orlgiAal  thinMi  ftittBitilihe 
Union,  and  that  the  Bemtors  aod  KapresBBtaiimls  cAa 
th^  Stata  bawfiMgMd  to  piocsniiia  sdopdn  iSl 

^Al- 


and the  proceeds  of  them  ahouid  be  appropriated  to  their  jhb  and 
benefit,  aod  to  no  other  nmpoae  wluuerar,  without  tfao  coos^nt 
of  the  States  respectirefy. 


meaaure. 

Resolved  by  this  AssetnUy,  That  hit 
yrnor,'bo  requasioJ  <o  forward  a  fOOT  of 
aaeh  of  our  Saoaiors  aod  aepressataUfesia  CaB|K%  ttMi 
to  each  EzecvdTe  of  the  several  States,  vithanoMtfiitt 
maybe  laid  before  theLegtehuaiwoflMfrSiitsinBMM!) 

Mr.  R.  These  reeotutioat  hate  beealiblMbie 
the  Legislature  of  Ynrginia.  They  ire  BOl,I«eik, 
on  the  journals  of  eillftr  House  of  CongreN. 

[Mr.  IweHAM  said  he  beliefed  they  Mfeeiv 
been  transmitted  by  ihe  Qovemor  to  the  lepiwi^ 
atives  of  the  Sttite.] 

Mr  RoBKRTsoir.  I  could  aeeemit  for  fte  mIf 
sion,  sir,  in  no  other  way.  The  feUbnH^  m 
welcome,  howet«r,  to  tty  eopy,  if  !Wy  thl^ 
per  to  accept  iL  I  trust  they  will  v^kii  il«pNH« 
journal,  and  that!  shall  have  their  t(Hmtm  n 
endeavoring  to  carry  into  ellect  the  Mttfltihn 
native  State. 

"  The  principle  of  distribmion  has  beet  iffi|ri 
by  JfMMefttmtts,  and  her  repmeatativtinqMy, 
in  1836,  to  carry  i^  into  practice,  bv  wfft^ 
what  is  commonly  called  Clay^  lead  bUL 

The  Senators  and  Representaiirei  of  LmUn 
voted  for  the  same  bill,  rrom  which  I  teftrf  |» 
acceptable  to  that  State. 

U  February  tost,  the  Legishtton  of  Oi^^ 
nounced  the  ppMcj  of  oftatnloftitY  theff^kM 
besold  pUumoolismdpenimai  ikiBMMf  fe^si 
at  eMMRen  reventte,  aa  trcachefonsfM  iijuipilt 
the  States;  and  d^tlAred  that,/>after  tbej^t 

belonged  of  right  ^ 


of  the  public  debt,  the  procMls  «f  Ihs  poi 

^  of  right  tb  te  Stales,**  la^  ^^^ 

was  bound  "to  disfrlMs  the  same,  MnMllt 


Still  more  recently,  liWVrIk  CfsKas  hw  yi|^w 
resolutions  quite  as  strong  as  thott  oCMlijAl^ 

The  attention  of  rk^gisiains  caUrflgiJ 
nramor  to  this  hiter^ing  subject  at  ^^MRF 
meat  of  the  present  session  of  ber  ttfilgil» 
message  vindicates  the  right  of  ^  wWit^ 
just  participation  in  the  codkmba  f<4  <■£ 
House  of  Delegates,  by  aa  unwiawj  m^ 
eoiieurredin  asserting  ir,  andbya  dwgrtjf 
rity  demanded  a  distributioii.  ITWIr^MPJ 
are  now  before  the  Senirte.  I  *i«wii**Hr 
branch  of  hef  Legtslatuira  may  itdik 
decision,  be  it  whiatit  may,  change  QMS 
viction  of  my  mind  that  a  vast  mafority 
pie  of  Virginia  will  rastain  the  '^" 
their  Governor  asd  tliehf' mdfe 
sentatives.  .  ^« 

{The  lesolutlona  were  rkad  *y  IhcCteWgi 
request  of  Mr.  Robkbt90r.]  '  *,^ 

,  VIRGINIA  llEfiOLimpl»    ^,^1 
7^  tesoiatiiss  on  Iks  ««Metf|  of  thbWMlShSSktj^ 
adspled  4y  tke  Hosmo  ofJMsiam^^^'^^ 

\!^Rei<Aved,  That  iko  putrtic  kndslMilbr t 
mg  io  ramnsoD  to  dll  tlM  Statao,  aad  thtt 


bolong  i;. ^ , .  ,.,  J 

entitled  to  partiripata  in  tha  ba^eiH  jiaqviBilS 
[Passed  unanimously.) 

^  Resolted,  That  h  Io  amongst  the  ioMio 
up>m  the  GongrasB  of  dia  Uoitsd  BtsMk 
fide"  to  dispose  of  the  public  laods  in  i . 
equally  enure  to  the  henefii  of  all  the  BttMs 
or  shall  hereafter  tin<om«,  uioinbers  of  wi 
Uiac  this  Oonerol  iAsembly  diipiWiiM  ihi'S 
measurep  hf  Conareas  aa  aqail  hare  a 
[Passed  unaninoously.] 

3.  Re9stwdi  That,  whilst  AIb  OoMial  i 
becominc  pride  iha  rapid  growth  oftho  now 
do  nothing  to  check  their  adTancaia  weajth  aa 
terthelen  cannot  fall  to  percaive;  la  thebfll  w 
prieeof  the  paUlc  lands,  and  aomevrthiollHr^ 
pendhigbaioTeOoagreas,  tho  form^f  uwp* 
unsettle  the  conditions  on  which 4hepaUicjM 
by  the  Uo1iM  Stares,  and  gitaitlf  »!rtp*J»  . 
fits  artstng  ^Mnths  aama,  tai  waicb'VligiBM|W' 


all  the  fttatea^  is  Justly  entitled  to  pattidp* 
noes  13.] 

4.  Rxsotrfed,  That  the  laodfe  wWch  wait 
nt  Atatec^to  iha  IJoIoedrfiMaiai  wan  car'"'  *- 
mob  benefit  of  all  Ut«  Stalao;  «nd4hia 
earnestly  urge  upon'  Conmas  tha  QWT 
equitable  plan  fOt  the  dbtfibotiad  Of  «M  ai 
sales  thereof  among  the  Statca.    (4yM77|r 

6.  Rssslvisd,  Thrtttlit  lamia wahailriri 
pi)r«h«9iKra  Mi  in  vm^fm^amr 


$d^4i$S9. 


At>PBNDI3t  Ta  ^«E  CONORESflloyAL  QLO]BG. 


J^i 


d5tH  Co»G 3d  Sess* 


JPiMic  Lands-^Mr.  Robertson. 


PKofEcpa. 


BMJevari  I  Uiu  Ge^j^ra^  A^f!dmbt]r  UoihdefilaM  th«  opinion  that 
ikamuiJuAan-J^Quisat'i'  iiBpoeing  of  the  neu  pro 


among  all  Ihe  is^l. 


uiing  theaame  in  juac  pro- 
Donc  all  ihe  ^!„  .   ^r^  76,D0ca  62.] 

*  t.  B?ii>l^€d  Th:if  the  pun.  i|.mis  nil' juniceaod  equality  re- 
qgiTciMitheGuvrrnrnvni  nf  ih«  linlied  Stales  should  account 
wiiji  rtir:h  of  ihtt  SuLesna  have  received  no  appropriation  from 
t|H  pubNc  JifhiJ',  or  of  money  itrhiai  from  the  ailee  thereof  in 
ncli  mmnef  ks  will  place  said  ^'MXm  on  an  c<|Dal  footing  in 
th^  n&r^c.i  winli  Lhc  ^taLea  LliaL  hjre  received  appropriations. 

/,  RtMirsd,  net^thikMs,  That,  by  th«  Ibf agoing  rseolu- 
Hfna,  ur^mg  the  diimbu'iun  d)  the  proceeds  of  thesales*«f  the 
fKibCic  lAEiilis,  thU  (icneml  Arj»en)blf  doth  not  mean,  In  any 
irent,  to  MiitiBit  m  djtturh  the  act  of  Confress,  passed  the  2a 
efJCarch,  IS^Hi,  for  the  KitJeinenL  of  the  tanflT,  commonly  call- 
sd  cJ3«  catDptLPmir?  bcl;  but^  on  ihe  contrary,  it  hereby  declares 
>Dd  immTv-i^  thAt  the  raid  coo^procnlse  act  should  be  held  sacred 
md  ifeTlolajic.    [  A  y ?f  !£^,  n  ues  35.  ] 

S.  Rtt^p'dj  That  Lhe  Govem^ir  of  this  Commonwealth 
inounicibf  foregoing  TCfjorL  ami  rfh^nlutionsto  each  eftheSe- 
BittnijrAndKGpreABiiiativctii  jEi  f'<Mi;j:Te«  from  this  State,  with  a 
t$qam.  ihn  ih^  uiEne  be  ]a\d  before  the  two  Houses  of 
Cmfnm, 

9  B'Motttdi  That  ihf  fiov-ernnr  be  requested  to  communi- 
Qlf  smpj  oftiaiJ  pr4?aniNe  aruj  r^olutiens  to  the  EzecuClve 
of  etch  guiw  iq  iliia  Vunya^  ^  ith  a  nsquesi  to  tubmit  the  same 
utlhifir  r&ipectireLi?gJsEaiLire.4  1 

Tdc  State  of  SoutA  Ci^ro/ffuii  so  far  as  I  have 
been  ibk  to  fiad,  ha^  expressed  no  rDpinion  upon 
t^s  f abject.  But  ihe  propoj^Uions  lately  presented 
bjihe  Represrnraures  from  ihat  State,  and  now 
supported  by  those  frotn  .^rJtaiiMts,  and  which  I 
fball  have  c>cca^t(in  to  briog  more  particularly  lo 
the  Aoiice  of  the  House,  necessarily  concede  the 
jwver  lo  diitribute. 

Tlitt$,  dr,  I  have  enumerated  nineteen  States  out 
of  ihe  iweniy*MX  which  tirwe  asserted  or  admitted 
the  c!CT).i!irtuLionaI  pDiX'er  of  Congress  to  apportion 
liie  proceed:*  of  the  public  lands  among  all  the 
States. 

Ta  regaril  to  Georgia^  I  entertain  no  more  doubt 
of  her  wishes  than  I  4.0  of  those  of  my  own  State, 
iBd  very  Utile  more  duubt  nf  them  than  of  my  ewn 
eiE$tence.*  Indeed,  siir,  lhc  proposition  ofiWed  at 
Ibelasi  session  by  the  gi-nilemah  from  Georgia, 
IMr.  Hatn£5,}  who  now  =:ct'ms  opposed  to  all  man- 
ner of  distribution,  kft  tne  under  the  belief  that  he 
himself  Approved  it^  prnviiff  J  it  was  made  among 
mdividuab,  msiead  of  States. 

[Mr.  Hayses.  Did  I  n()t  remark  to  the  gentle- 
man from  Virginia  that  I  ofTered  my  resolut  on  only 
as  ati  alLertiative  in  c^se  any  distribution  should 
prevail?] 

Mr.  Robertson.  The  f  eDileman  so  stated  to  me 
a  few  days  ago-  I  tin  not  recollect  that  he  ever 
$iid  m  during  the  la*t  j^c^^iun*  My  impression  is 
directly  ihe  reverse;  and  i!  uas  with  unfeigned  sur- 
prise that  I  heard  ihe  getitleman's  proposirion  in 
roi^mmee,  declaring  ii  iji^xpedieat,  as  I  under- 
Hood  it,  tiow  or  ni  atif  ftuure  time,  to  divide  the 
lands,  or  their  proceeiis,  cither  among  States  or  in- 
f/vj duals.  Ad4  GeMr^iH]  and  you  have  twenty  out 
>f  the  twenty-sii  Sui  e.'--,  with  a  representation  in 
he  Senate  of  4fJ  out  of  52,  and  in  this  House  of 
^  out  of  S49  members! 

Of  the  remainrng  si;^  Stales-^ Alabama,  Missis- 
ippi,  Indiana,  III jnoi;^,  Mrssouri,  and  Michigan — 
iree  only^  Iboi^e  I  hava  ] asi  mentioned,  havihg  a 
rpresentaiiOH  in  ihi?  H^n^e  of  six  members  only, 
nd  ari  eqaal  oumbrr  m  ihe  Senate,  would  proba- 
f/ l)4ve  even  a  pecu'iiary  interest  in  opposing  a 
tsi  divifiion,  nr  would  i^rrinusly  oppose  it.  And 
it  we  h#3r  it  boast ingly  ^^lid  that  the  new  States 
Ui  before  long  dicaie  th^ir  own  terms,  and  write 
mm  on  the  lace  t^f  the  bill  as  the  law  uf  the  land. 
Itha.1  been  intimatrd  that  New  Hampshire  and 
uo  have  changed  iheir  view;)  and  opini«>ns.  Sir, 
does  not  follow,  b^caui^e  New  Hampshire  has" 
tapproved  a  division  if  the  surplus  revenue,  that 
fr  opposes  the  distribution  !:ihe  formerly  demanded 
the  proceeds  of  the  public  lands;  nor  that  Ohio 
E  given  up  the  rights  bUe  so  lately  proclaimed  it 
achery  to  abandon,  because  she  has  changed  her 
UUc^l  couip3eiion.  1  confess,  sir,  I  am  incredu- 
ts  on  Ibis  point.  I  inu5E  see  some  action  of  the 
gis  fat  tire  or  ihe  people  before  I  can  believe  it. 
it  be  so,  however,  I  shotild  be  reluctant  to  force 
i  measure  upon  !hfm,  and  will  cheerful 'y  vote 
ail  amendmenT,  if  thrir  Representatives  will 
pose  it,  declaring  ihai  ihoseSiates,  or  any  others 
Kised    toils  constitution  aliiy,  shall  not  be  com- 

WoTK. —  riefitfk  n^ver  Cfdffl  her  lands  till  1802.  Among 
r  fftitiKulMt,ion«  in  ber  e^H^ion  «<as  vai  almost  precisely  sirai- 
o  %H»i  Qutned  from  tlie  csmpAct  with  ViE|inia:  and  another 
nrlrig  iA«t  in  a  certain  erent  the  eessloa  noufd  be  Void,  and 
(acds  rflT4rt  to  Georgia, 


pellcd  to  participate.  But  the  ground  assumed  for 
Ohio,  it  must  be  remarked,  will,  beyond  dispute, 
give  us  the  support  of  New  York,  Georgia,  and 
Connec|icttt,  whose  political  sentiments  kuive  also 
andergone  a  change,  kut  in  a  different  direction. 

Supposing  the  six  States  I  have  mentioned,  ha- 
ving together  bat  twenty  Representatives  on  this 
floor,  to  be  all  opposed  to  the  principle  of  distribu- 
tion, and  adding  to  them  all  the  States  regarded  as 
doubtful,  there  will  still  remain  in  its  favor  of  over- 
wherming  majority,  having  a  represenltftion  four 
or  five  times  greater,  and  a  corresponding  supe- 
riority of  population. 

I  proceed  to  addace  other  argomenls,  Mr.  Speak- 
er, in  support  of  the  propo^  measure,  drawn 
from  the  practical  legislation  of  the  country,  and 
the  opinions  of  men  high  in  anthoritj^.  The  autho- 
rity of  great  names  will  have  more  influence,  I 
know,  than  any  argument  of  mine.  Gen.  Jackson, 
in  1829— 

[Mr.  PicRXMs.  Do  yon  qaote  Gen.  Jackson  as 
authority?] 

Mr.  RoBsaTSON.  Not  for  himself,  sir,  but  ibr 
thr  party  of  which  he  was  the  loader. 

[Mr.  PicKSNs.  Yon  do  not  call  him  the 
leader?] 

Mr.  RoBBRTSOM.  I  do,  sir;  the  acknowledged, 
the  undoubted  leader;  and  among  his  luUowers  were 
some  as  abject  and  servile  as  those  of  the  Eastern 
monarch,  who  were  ready,  when  his  majesty  said  it 
was  night  at  noonday,  to  look  up  to  the.  ncn,  and 
notar  they  saw  the  moon  and  stars.  In  his  first 
message  to  Congress,  General  Jackson,  then  fresh 
from  the  people,  looking  forward  to  a  large  surplus 
in  the  Treasury,  and  deprecating  the  iajustice  qnd 
discord  which  would  probably  ensue  from  using  it 
for  internal  improvement,  recommended  an  appor- 
tionment of  snch  surplus  '*  among  the  uvend  States 
according  to  their  ratio  ot  representation."  This 
apportionment  he  declared  as,  in  his  opinion,  the 
iBOSt  ntfe^jutt,  and  ftiertX  disposition  which  could 
be  made  of  it;  and  this  opinion  he  deliberately  re- 
peated, after  a  twelvemonth's  reflection.  Well;  air, 
here  was  the  assertion  of  the  principle  applicable  to 
the  whole  surplus,  from  whatever  source  derived 
If  the  proceeds  of  the  public  lands  constituted  a 
part,  it  was  necessarily  included,  because  the  whole 
includes  all  its  parts.  If  not,  it  would  be  difiicull 
to  show  that  though  the^en«r«<  revenue  might  be 
divided,  the  proceeds  of  the  public  lands  could  not. 
The  reverse  of  the  proposition  would  come  much 
nearer  the  truth.  Who,  then,  denounced  this  non- 
sirons  hereby?  Why  did  not  the  party  who  brought 
him  into  power  abandon  him  for  maintaining  this 
unconstitutional  doctrine?  Sir,  yon  scarcely  heard 
a  murmur  of  discontent.  In  December,  1830,  as  I 
have  said,  the  docurine  was  deliberately  repeated; 
and  I  cannot  forbear  to  notice  the  fact,  thoujih  per- 
haps not  strictly  relevant,  that  in  the  month  of — 
following,  the  House  of  Representatives  of  New 
York,  tracking  the  steps  of  their  leader,  declared, 
irt/Aoi(l  ofM  dmmtM^  voice,  not  only  that  a  di«tribu- 
tio7ofthe  entire  surplus  ought  to  be  made  onnu- 
a%,  but  pointed  out  the  second  section  of  the  first 
article  of  the  Constitution  as  that  by  which  the  re- 
spective proportions  of  the  States  should  be  regulat- 
ed! But  Gieneral  Jackson  changed  his  opinion; 
and,  of  course,  it  must  be  presumed  all  the  party 
have  dene  the  same.  If  New  York  changed  hers 
in  this  particular  since  1831, 1  presume,  looking  to 
the  recent  elections,  she  has  again  resumed  her 
original  ground.  But  I  will  return  from  this  di- 
gression. Afior  ha vinj;' twice  asserted  the  principle 
of  distribution  as  to  all  kinds  of  revenue,  General 
Jackson  suildenly  shifted  his  ground,  and  found  it 
altogether  wrong  to  di&lributc  even  the  proceeds  of 
the  public  lands;  and,  the  next  year,  put  his  royal 
vteo — and  no  monarch  ever  exercised  that  high  pre- 
rogative mora  royally — on  a  bill  which  had  passed 
by  a  considerable  majority,  distributing  the  pro- 
ceeds of  the  public  lands;  and  then,  sir,  those  who 
went  before  for  distribution,  out  and  out,  discovered 
it  to  be  unconstitntional,  even  as  regards  a  fund 
over  which  they  once  contended  Congress  pos- 
sessed aisofuXe  power. 

But  did  not  the  late  President  and  his  party  again, 
in  substance,  assert  the  principle  of  distribution 
in  the  bill  of  1836,  called  the  deposite  bill?  1  know 
it  will  be  said  that  bill  did  not  diatribuie  thefonda 


among  the.States;  that  it  was  a  n>ereymm,  or  rather 
a  d<pon<e.  It  was  such  in  form  merely — not  in  sub- 
stance— and  so  understood  by  all.  There  is  no 
substantial  difference  between  a  loan  withoiU  inte- 
rest, never  expected  to  be  returned,  and  a  giA. 
The  attempt  to  get  over  the  difficulty  by  christen- 
ing it  a  loan  or  a  deposite  was  a  mere  device,,  a 
oon'rivance  to  ease  the  consciences  of  the  Presi- 
dent and  his  party.  Din  a  single  individual  ever 
believe  that  the  Suites  would  be  called  upon  to  re- 
turn a  dollar  of  the  amount? 

[Mr.  Martin.    Yes,  1  did.] 

Mr.  RoBBRT^N.  Then,  sir,  the  genileofian  was 
more  credulous  than  I  had  ever  supposed  him.  He 
is  one  of  a  thousand.  '  But  \  am  icld  he  speatcs 
jestingly.  Then,  sir,  he  did  not  believe  it.  No 
one  believed  it.  Suppose  i.i  had  beoti  jn  truth  a 
loan,  or  a  mere  deposite,  what  n.07e  right  had 
Congress  lo  UM  money  to  the  Staies,  or  to  dqioiUe 
it  with  the  States,  than  to  distribute  it  among  ibemi 
The  Constitution  no  more  authorizes  the  one  ihan 
the  other.  Yet  this  was  sat  is  fact  cry  lo  gen  tit  men 
who  hold  that  we  have  no  right  to  do  in  directly 
what  we  cannot  do  directly.  For  i^y^elf,  sir,  I 
would  have  voted  ior  the  Uill  without  this  con tri< 
vance  just  as  soon  as  with  ii,  and  up^in  this  ground 
— that  Congress  has  no  right  le  raise  money  except 
for  the  purpose  of  meeting  the  necessary  expendi- 
tures of  the  Government.  If  by  design  or  mis- 
take more  is  raised  than  h  ni^eded,  there  must  of 
necessity  exist  a  right  to  restore  the  excess.  Sup- 
pose a  lax,  through  mistake  or  inLeniionally,  levi-  * 
ed  beyond  our  jurisdiction— in  Texas,  for  instance, 
or  Canada— or  the  estate  of  a  citizen  illc gaily  con^ 
fiscated,  and  the  money  brought  inio  the  Treasury, 
who  can  doubt  the  obligation  to  restore  it  to  the 
lawful  owner?  Not  under  the  power  of  appropria- 
tion. It  was  no  approprJaiinn,  it  was  simply  a 
restoration — a  ret-toration  of  that  which  could  not 
be  lawfully  appropriated,  for  the  want  of  lawful 
objects  appropriation.  Congress  has  no  power  to 
raise  money  for  distribution;  iq  j:ai>e  it  for  any 
other  purpose  than  to  meet  the  ju^l  expenditures  of 
the  GoverBoien^  would  be  as  illegal  as  to  raise  it 
by  conflscation.  But  it  was  there,  in  the  Treasu- 
ry; and  the  proper  and  only  means  of  avoiding  an 
abuse  of  the  power  of  appropriation  was,  to  it- 
store  ic  to  its  lawful  owners. 

The  whole  Administration  party,  except  some 
thirty-odd,  voted  for  this  bill,  and  now  they  cannot 
overcome  their  constitutional  scruples  so  far  as  to 
vote  for  distributing  the  proceeds  of  the  public 
'  lends,  though  by  a  solemn  compact,  recognised  by 
the  Constitution,  that  distribution  is  plainly  autho- 
rized. They  woujd  no  doubt  do  justice  to  the  old 
States  if  they  could  without  violating  their  con- 
sciences. But  they  are  the  friends  of  a  strict  con- 
struction—of State  rights.  Yes,  sir,  and  among 
these  State  rights  politicians  you  will  find  the  advo- 
cates of  internal  improvement,  of  a  National  Bank, 
and  a  protecting  tariff- iho  support#ns  of  the  pro- 
clamation and  the  force  bill;  those  who  justify  the 
removal  of  the  deposites,  the  protest.  Treasury  Cir- 
cular, and  expungiog  resolution.  Why,  sir,  cannot 
thore  who  voted  lor  the  deposite  bill  of  1836  vote  ' 
for  the  measure  now  upon  your  table?  Qall  ir,  if 
you  will,  a  iomi,  a  deposite,  instead  of  a  distribu- 
tion. But  no,  it  was  perfectly  constitutional  so  to 
di>pose  of  all  public  funds,  except  those  which  the 
Sutes  have  a  right,  by  Compact,  to  enjoy  in  speci- 
fied proportions.  They  could  divide  stll,  but  not  a 
part;  they  swallowed  the  camel,  and  now  they 
strain  at  the  gnaL 

I  propose,  Mr.  Speaker,  to  trace  a  little  further 
the  practical  legislation  of  tha  country  in  irgard  to 
the  publio  lands.  Has  not  this  Government  ever 
since  its  original  organization  exercised  the  most 
unbounded  power  in  disposing  of  them?  Look  at 
its  munificent  donations  to  the  new  States  for 
schools  and  colleges,  for  roads  and  canals  for  seats 
of  Government,  and  for  other  purpo>es.  I  pass 
by  the  question  how  far  these  donations  were 
just  or  unjust,  but  refer  to  them  solely  to  show 
tlie  extent  of  power  claimed  by  the  Federal  Go- 
vernment over  the  public  domain.  It  has  been 
said  that  a  full  equivalent  was  paid,  and  that  these 
grants,  indeed,  were  authorized  by  the  terms  of  the 
old  ordinaoce  of  July,  1787,  declaring  that  schools 
and  the  means  of  education  aball  tie  forever  cin- 
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conrac^ed.  Bot  woold  noc  this  prorision  eqaally 
aaihorize  grants  to  the  old  States  for  the  same 
purposes?  or,  if  limited  to  the  States  formed  out 
or  •  the  ceded  territory,  upon  what  grottods  are 
thote  maintained  made  to  States  not  within  those 
limits,  tp  companies  or  to  Individ  a  als9  Tennes- 
see has  been  favored  with  a  large  donation,  ifen- 
liiei^y  and  Conneciicui  have  each  each  received  a 
township.  How  can  these  Statues  then  deny  to  New 
York  or  Rhode  Island,  or  any  other  of  the  original 
States,  a  benefit  similar  to  that  which  they  have  so- 
licited and  received  for  themselvesi  The  propriety 
of  distributing' among  the  States  theg enerai  revenues 
of  the  Federal  Government  may  well  be  qnes- 
Uoned.  But  the  lands  and  their  proceeds  stand  on 
very  different  footing.  The  revenues  can  only  be 
expended  upon  objects  specifically  enumerated  in 
the  Constitution,  or  such  as  are  incidentally  neces- 
sary for  effecting  some  constitutional  power.  Gen- 
tlemen may  very  justly  contend  for  this  principle; 
and  if  Uie  public  lands  were,  properly  speaking, 
rtvenue,  ana  there  were  no  speci6c  provisions  by 
compact  and  by  the  Constitution  itself  applicable 
to  their  disposition,  they  would  necessarily  be  sub- 
ject to  the  same  limitations  which  other  revenues 
are.  Bot  here  is  the  true  source  of  the  error  in 
those  who  wonid  apply  these  limitations  to  them. 
Land  and  revenue  are  not  convertible  terms.  Re- 
venue is  defined  to  be  income,  rent^frwtt;  an  Mtesf  • 
meni,  an  impost,  a  te»,  «  duly,  a  trUnUe,  a  ewUrihw 
Hon;  these  may  be  embraced  under  the  term  reve- 
nues. But  no  man  ever  terms  his  real  estate 
revenue,  though  he  should  sell  a  part  of  it  annually 
to  minister  to  his  wants  or  his  extravagance. 
There  may  be  revenue  fVom  taxes  on  men,  or 
good5,  or  lands.  But  neither  men,  nor  merchan- 
dise, nor  landfi,  are  revenue.  They  are  the  sub- 
jects on  which  taxes  are  imposed;  the  sources 
whence  revenue  is  derived,  not  the  revenue  itself. 
Land  or  merchandise  is  no  more  revenue  than  an 
oak  is  an  accrn. 

The  Constitution  itself  may  be  considered  as  de- 
fining what' constitutes  the  public  revenues.  It 
gives  to  Congress  power  to  Un/  and  eoUeet  taxes,  du- 
ties, imposts,  and  excises,  and  to  barrow  money,  Bot 
a  bill  to  dii^pose  of  the  public  lands  is  not  a  bill  to 
do  any  one  of  these  things,  nor  in  any  sense  a  reve- 
nue bill*  It  is  certainly  true  that  the  purchase 
money,  when  land  is  sold,  may  be  used  as  revenue 
is  U!9fd;  bot  the  land  itself,  unconverted,  all  must 
concede,  is  not  revenue;  and,  considering  it  as  held 
on  a  special  trust,  the  proceeds,  when  converted, 
do  but  stand  in  the  place  of  the  land.  If  you  may 
divide  the  land,  so  may  you  what  is  derived  from 
its  sale;  and  if  such  a  division  be  authorized  or  re- 
quired, the  conversion  of  it  for  the  purpose  of  de- 
feating a  division  would  be  a  manifest  breach  of 
trust.  I  hold  it,  therefore,  perfectly  clear,  (hat  the 
restrictions  imposed  by  the  Constitution,  whatever 
they  may  be,  on  thn  expenditure  of  revenue,  have 
no  application  to  the  disposition  of  the  land  or  its 

6 rice.  This  would  be  so  on  general  principles, 
tut  when  we  look  further — ^when  we  see  the  spe- 
cial provision  made  by  ihe  compacts  for  the  dispo- 
sition of  this  common  fund,  and  the  express  autho- 
rity conferred  by  separate  clauses  in  the  Constitu- 
tion, ratifying  those  compacts,  and  giving  full 
power  to  perform  them,  no  ground  is  left  for  rea- 
sonable doubt. 

Having,  Mr.  Speaker,  endeavored  to  vindicate 
the  authority  of  Congress  to  make  a  distribution 
among  the  States  as  now  proposed,  and  shown,  I 
hope,  satisfactorily,  that  the  same  principle  has 
been  sanctioned  by  a  considerable  majority,  if  not 
by  all  the  States,  and  by  the  legislation  of  Con- 
gre^  down  to  the  present  day,  I  propose  br4efiy  to 
review  some  of  the  prominent  plans  which  have 
been  presented  for  the  future  disposition  of  the 
public  domain. 

I  turn,  in  the  first  place,  to  the  suggestion  of  the 
late  Chief  Magistrate,  that  the  public  lands  should 
cease  to  be  a  source  of  revenue;  and  to  the  report 

^'tifoTK. — The  Constitution  provides  that  **AU 
bills  for  raising  revenue  shall  originate  m  the 
House  of  Representatives."  Was  it  ever  thought 
(he  Senate  could  originate  a  bill  to  dispose  of  the 
public  lands,  to  grant  them  away,  or  to  graduate 
or  reduce  the  prioel 


^'  ihe  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands  of  the  la>t 
^^'Hsion,  in  which  that  su^s^esiion  has  been  adopted. 
^^  no  action  was  had  upon  this  report,  it  lias  very 
P^'obably  escaped  the  parucuiar  notice  of  the 
House.  The  commiitee  pronounce  it  to  be  unjust 
*nd  unconstiiution&l  to  rai^e  revenue,  or  tax  the 
people,  in  the  purchase  of  the  public  lands,  mcre/y  to 
raise  a  surplus  revenue  to  be  dislvibutcd  among  the 
sevtral  Slates. 

Sir,  I  have  already  shown  that  neither  land  nor 
the  price  obtained  for  it  can  properly  be  termed 
revenue,  nor  in  any  sense  regarded  as  a  tax.  It  is 
no  more  a  tax  when  the  purchase  is  made  from 
the  Government  than  from  indnriduals;  no  more  a 
tax  upon  a  purchaser  in  Indiana  than  upon  one  in 
Pennsylvania.  It  is  a  voluntary  payment,  for 
which  the  purchaser  receives  full  value,  and  gene- 
rally far  more  than  the  value  of  his  money,  better 
land  being  frequently  sold  in  the  new  Sutes  for  a 
dollar  and  a  quarter  than  can  be  purchased  in  the 
old  States  for  five  or  ten  times  that  sum.  By  this 
confusion  of  terms,  holding  land  as  synonymous 
With  revenue,  and  its  price  as  a  tax  and  a  burden, 
the  commiitee  finds  it  to  be  very  unconstitutional 
to  distribute  the  proceeds,  and  conforming  to  the 
recommendation  of  General  Jackson,  declares  that 
'*the  period  has  fully  arrived  when  the  public 
lands  should  cease  to  be  a  subject  of  revenue  to 
the  Govern n^ent,  except  for  the  payment  of  those 
general  charges  which  grow  out  of  the  acquisition 
of  the  lands,  their  survey  and  sale.*'  Very  op- 
pressive and  unconstitutional,  sir,  to  tax  the  people 
by  selling  them  good  lands  at  half  price,  but  per- 
fectly just  and  constitutional  to  give  away  for 
nothing  to  one  portion  of  the  people  the  property 
belonging  to  all. 

I  leave  this  notable  scheme  of  selling  the  public 
lands  for  costs  and  charges  incurred  in  making 
good  titles  to  those  who  will  take  them,  and  pro- 
ceed to  the  resolutions  ofiVrred  by  the  gentleman 
from  Missouri  [Mr.  HiaaisoN.]  These  resolutions, 
sir,  if  I  comprehend  them,  assert  the  monstrous 
doctrine  that  the  public  lands  held  by  the  United 
States  under  the  deeds  of  cession  are  in  truth  the 
property  of  the  States  within  which  they  lie.  I 
desire  that  they  may  be  read. 

Reaolutione  offered  by  Mr.  HxiuueoN,  of  Mistouri,  in  the 

Seltet  Committee  on  the  Public  Land$  qf  the  Houae  of 

Beprestntaiitee  of  the  United  Statesy  January  16, 1839. 

Retolved^  Thai  the  poweraof  ihe  Federal  Goverement  re. 
suit  from  the  compact  to  which  the  Statea  are  pantea,  limited 
by  the  plain  eenae  and  inieniion  of  the  inntrumeni  eonstitatins 
that  compact,  and  are  no  furiher  valid  than  they  are  aotteiixed 
by  the  grants  enumerated  in  the  compact. 

12d.  Thai  State  sovereignties  are  only  diminished  by  powera 
specifically  enumerated  in  this  compact,  or  by  such  as  are  ne- 
cessary to  carry  the  specified  powers  into  effect. 

3<1.  That  there  l>eirig  no  lerms  or  conditions  mentioned  in  the 
Tonstitution  by  which  new  Butes,  coming  into  the  Confedera- 
cy, eliouUl  ht  bound  or  restricted,  each  and  every  Slate,  whe- 
ther new  or  old,  as  a  member  of  this  Confederacy,  has  ^*(,he 
same  rights  of  freedom,  sovereignly,  and  independence,  in  all 
respecta  whatever,"  as  snoiher;  and  is  as  completely  sove- 
reign, to  ali  iatents  and  purposes,  as  it  was,  or  would  have  been, 
had  the  T^niou  never  been  formed,  except  only  so  far  as  it  has 
given  certain  rights  and  powers  to  the  Oeneral  Guvemmeot, 
enumerated  in  the  Constitution,  for  specified  purposes. 

4ih.  That  the  right  of  exclusive  jurisdiction  to  the  utmast 
limits  of  titaie  territory  Is  an  unqualified  and  undeolable  attri- 
bute of  covereignty;  and  ai,  by  the  nature  of  the  reserved  rights, 
and  ilie  terms  of  ihe  Constitution,  no  one  State  has  a  greater 
portion  of  reserved  rights  than  another,  so  no  oiher  power 
whatever  has  any  right  to  interfere,  by  legifllative  enactment  or 
otherwise,  with  the  propertv  or  rights  of  property  which  lie 
within  the  acknowledfed  limits  of  any  of  the  Sutea^  since  these 
are  subjects  of  a  local  character,  and  appropriate  only  for  local 
legifllation. 

6ih.  Resolved,  therefore.  At  theStateeofthis  Confederacy, 
"in  all  respects  whatever,  are  equally  free,  sovereign,  and  in- 
dependent,'' no  conditions  being  imposed  or  required  liy  the 
Constitution  upon  those  tliat  might  t>e  admitted  into  the  Union, 
that  all  restrictions  and  conditions  upon  the  new  Suites,  on  their 
admission,  being  opposed  to  the  fundamental  principles  and 
analogies  of  the  Government,  and  not  sanctioned  by  the  Consti- 
tution, are  null  and  void;  and  that  each  new  State,  U|ion  being 
admitted  into  the  Union,  being  "as  free,  sovereign,  and  inde- 
pendent as  the  other  States,  in  all  respects  whatever,"  was  al>- 
solved,  by  the  act  of  admission,  from  all  terms,  condition.^*,  re- 
strictions, and  limitations  whatever,  whether  under  deeds  of 
cession,  ordinances,  or  compacts;  and  became,  ipso  facto,  the 
absolute,  unqualified,  and  uncontrollable  sovereigo  of  the  soil 
lying  within  Its  respective  llmita  and  juriediciion. 

I  do  not  intend,  sir,  critically  to  examine  the  pre- 
mises which  have  led  the  gentleman  to  his  most 
extraordinary  conclusion.  The  conclusion  itself  is  so 
monstrous  that  it  is  needless  to  attempt  to  detect  the 
error  of  the  reasoning.  Some  one  hais  predicted  that 
yiiginia  will  die  of  an  abstraction.  I  trust  she  will 
net  die  of  this.  I  wish  I  could  believe  that  it  was 
a  mere  absunetion  en  which  no  practical  measare 


was  ever  intended  to  be  erected.   Let  u  q^ 
mine  it. 

The  doctrine  mainraiAed  1%  that  the  compada. 
tered  into  between  the  original  fi^tes,  tsd  tlKe» 
dition  imposed  and  accepted  by  the.nevSitiesa 
their  admission  into  the  Uaioo,  were  reideied  id 
vnd  void  by  the  act  of  admission  itself,  lad  ikii 
they,  the  new  States,  then  became  \fm  faiaU 
unccntrollable  sovereigns  and  ownen  oftheniL 

Ves,  sir,  the  new  States,  on  their  admimsaiD 
the  Union,  were  discharged  from  all  obl^itioi,!^ 
gal  or  moral,  to  respect  the  title  nader  wUek  ki 
public  lands  have  been  held  since  1784.  11iec«> 
pacta  themselves  are  null  and  rokl,  asdegw* 
quently  every  sale  or  transfer  madehy  theOeRol 
Qovemment  is  an  act  of  usnrpatioa!  nail  ike 
naked,  undisguised  proposition.  Ibdieielatti 
it  correctly.  Extraordinary  as  it  ai>pcin,iKlii 
perhaps  been  asserted  befors;  but  it  is  the !« 
time,  so  far  at  I  know,  that  an  effort  hiitai': 
made  to  bring  it  forward  in  our  peit  uM 
couDcil,  in  the  face  of  the  nation  tnd  of  4i 
world;  and  I  sincerely  hope  the  gentlema  ftn 
Missouri  may  now  succeed  in  obtainini  ifH 
upon  it. 

It  is  true,  that  by  the  compacts  ander  wUdkti' 
ceded  territory  was  held,  that  territsrj  visdshl* 
ed,  after  certain  objects  should  beproridedfM'.t 
common  fund  for  all  the  States;  that  aniaaflfr 
nance  declares  it  as  one  of  the  fandamenial  m 
stitutions  between  the  original  States  and  ibedb 
Slates  subsequently  to  be  formed  in  thatteite 
that  these  new  States  riiall  in  no  case  inteiftn# 
the  primary  disposition  of  the  soil  by  the  IMI 
States  in  Congress  aasembled;  that  duseoadttKl 
expressly  imposed  in  every  case  bytheia|lv^ 
under  which  these  new  States  were  aatharir^ 
form  State  Governments  preparauxy  toM 
mission  into  the  Union,  and  incorporated  k 
State  constitutions  themselves;  that  this 
uncontrollable  power  in  Congress,  at  lent a» 
is  consistent  with  the  original  compseis,  bil 
asserted  by  all  the  constituted  aathoriliei 
Union,  Federal  and  State,  from  the  ft 
the  Government  to  this  hour.  All  this  is 
These  solemn  stipulations  wranvXiwiAwii 
deral  Government  never  owned  a  foot  i^ 
any  Sute  after  admitting  it  into  the  UAioi,j 
its  acts  have  been  acts  of  usurpatiost 
ask  the  gentleman  from  Missouri  to 
consequences,  moral  and  political,  of 
to  peruse  again  the  celebrated  vetonw 
iog  the  land  bill.  Let  him  remark  with 
spect  the  old  compacts  are  spoken  of, 
binding  obligation  vindicated.  I  will  do 
Jackson  the  justice  to  say  that  however 
have  urged  upon  Congress  propositions 
ent,  in  my  opinion,  with  the  stipulalioni 
compacts,  he  never,  so  far  as  I  know,  d« 
obligatory  force.  He  set  up  no  dais 
United  States  on  the  ground  of  a  right  ia 
the  soil,  but  addressed  hioiself  to  the  x" 
generosity  of  the  Government.  Sir.ttej 
from  Missouri  must  view  his  doctriae 
very  different  from  that  in  which  itstriba 
believes,  no  doubt,  in  his  own  mind,  tbtf 
reconcile  it  to  the  principles  of  honor  aadi 
If  he  should  not  be  able  to  do  this,  'ar 
steps  which  have  led  him  to  adopt  it,  I 
renounce  it. 

The  error,  sir,  which  probably  lies  it 
dation  of  that  doctrine,  is  the  idea  bese" 
tertain  that  ownership  nnd  jnriadictioa 
rable  attributes  of  sovereignty.    He 
the  States  have  exclusive  jurisdiction 
limits;    and  then  infers  exclusive  aad 
ownership  of  the  soil.   The  premises  al«< 
and,  if  true,   the    consequence  woalf  ~ 
The  States  have  not  even  exclusive 
The  General   Government,  on  the 
concurrent  or  even  supreme  jurisdictisa 
tent  of  its  constitutional  powers;  aid 
more  grossly  erroneous  to  claim  the' 
even  if  the  jurisdiction  was  supreme, 
affords  numerous  instances  in  which 
and  ownership  are  separated, 
rarely  united.    I  will  BMStion 
instances:  In  the  ctasioift  •f  a  part 
b)r  Virginia,  the  jnrisdiedou  w 
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the  sollj  and  when  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  con-  { 
tncted  with  the  United  Stales  for  the  purchase  of  | 
what  was  called  the  triangle,  the  jurisdiction  was 
ceded  at  once,  but  the  right  of  soti  wa.s  recained 
for  years.    Bat,  suppose  this  doctrine  true  and  »p« 
plicableto  the  pnblic  lands — say  ihey  belonged  of 
light  to  the  new  States  from  the  date  of  their  crea- 
tioa:  that  the  Genera!    Gk>venunent,  in  undertak- 
ing to  sell  or  dispose  of  thtm,  was  an  intrader — an 
iisarper:  what  theol    What  becomes  of  all  yonr 
titles  to  land  in  the  new  States  derived  sinca  that 
period,  as  they  have  been,  from  this  Gk>7emment1 
Allofihem,  sir-r-every  one,  null  and  void.    The 
courts  of  justice  must  vacate  every  title  which  ori* 
gioated  sobsequent  to  the  admission  of  the  Slate 
into  the  Union.    Nor  is  this  the  case  in  respect  to 
private  titles  merely.    Your  school  lands— seats  of 
Government— salines,  all,  all  are  forfeited— foun- 
ded in  nsarpation.    But,  sir,  we  may  be  toid  ihey 
tre  held  hy  a  higher  authority.    The  State,  the  so- 
vereign of  the  soil,  claims  them  ^$9  fact^,  by  the 
act  of  admission:  the  very  oee  by  which  it  dise^otmed 
all  pretension  of  right    to  interfere  with   them. 
Well,  suppose  it  so.    Still  all  private  titles  are  at 
an  end,  and  the  new  proprietor,  the  State,  has  a 
right  to  partition  out  all  the  lands  anew.    Sir, 
this  doctrine  not  only  unsettles  all  private  titles,  it 
dues  more;  it  annuls  the  acts  themselves  admitting 
the  new  States  into  the  Union.    The   security  of 
the  title  of  the  United  States  was  the  fundamental 
condition  af  admittance,  upon  which   alone   the 
General  Gh>vernment  etnUd  admit  them:  and  if  the 
condition  be  violated^  the  grant  itself  is  annulled. 
Was  there  ever,  sir,  a  doctrine  more  monstrous  in 
its  eonsectnences?    The  representative  of  a  State 
en  i^t  floor  invalidates  the  titles  of  his  own  fellow- 
citizens,  and  puts  the  State  itself  out  of  the  Union  ! 
ItisNollification  indeed,  far  wor^  than  that  of  the 
Sooth.     Il  18  self-immolation.      I  cannot  believe 
that  the  gentleman  himself,  on  serious  reflection, 
will  maintain  it.    For,  sir,  suppose  it  true,  as  a  le- 
nl  orconkititutional  doctrine;  say  that  a  State  has 
die  power  to  annul  all  its  most  solemn  compacts: 
what  thenl  It  is  the  idtima  ratio  regum-^xhe  power, 
bot  not  the  right-^the  power  to  violate  a  promise  ! 
|>  commit  a  breach  of  plighted  faith!    If  the  day 
iionM  ever  come  when  any  man  shall  invite  the 
people  of  the  West  to  exercise  this  power  by  a  ssiz- 
ue  of  ^e  common  property  of  their  brethren,  an 
let  more  perfidious  than  that  proposed  by  Themis- 
Kles  to  the  Athenians,  I  trust  some  modern  Aris- 
(des  will  be  found  to  rebul^  the  meditated  injus-* 
iee — and  teach  them  to  spam  the  council  which- 
'oald  prompt  them  to  consult  their  interests  by  an 
pt  which  would  tarnish  their  honor. 
It  has  been  said,  Mr.  Speaker,  that  we  sold  our 
ttrimoDy  for  a  mess  of  pottage — ^for  less,  sir:  a 
iDonfol  £rem  the  dish.    Elsaa  received  his  si^p'ila* 
d  price.    We  have  never  yet  enjoyed  ours.    Our 
Doierof  Missouri  insists  that  eur  brother  of  Ohio 
m  bad  too  large  a  share,  and  that  his  share  must 
^  joa^e  eqnal  beCotc  we  can  be  served,  and  fol- 
wa  up  this  by  a  broad  denial  of  our  right  to  any 
nicipation  whatever.    It  is  all — ^ali  their  rightful 
9perly.    This  pretension  reminds  me,  sir,  of  the 
[  /able  of  the  beasts  who  went  hunting.    The 
BUS  lion  of  ^he  West  seizes  upon  the  game  we 
re  laid  at  hie  feet,  and  divides  it  into  shares:  one 
elaims  by  virtue  of  his  royal  prerogative,  as 
nreign  of  the  toU:  another  on  account  of  his  su- 
iar  skill  and  courage;  he  was  the  pioneer  of  the 
m^i  a  third  he  most  have  to  answer  the  necessi- 
r  of  his  dei^  and  as  to  the  last,  let  them  tondi  it 
y  wiU! 

(at,  air,  these  pietensions  can  never  prevail,  nor 
saactiaaed  by  the  Western  people  themselves. 
0,  sir,  are  these  Western  people?  Ooths  and 
MlaJs?  Hordes  of  barbarian  Tartars,  who  have 
Ke  MMk  irruption  npon  our  territory,  and  are  de- 
ilne4  to  hold  it  by  force?  No,  sir,  nol  They 
Qiar  brethren,  descendants  of  the  same  common 
sscry,  bone  of  our  bone,  and  flesh  of  our  flesh; 
iY  of  them,  indeed,  citizens  by  birth  of  the  old 
p«»  Among  their  representatives,  I  see  around 
|b^  every  direction  native-born  Yii^inians;  men, 
^vrtio  would  no  more  wrong  us,  I  should  fain 
f^  tban,  as  they  well  know,  we  would  wrong 
a^  and  ia  that  confidence  I  extend  to  them  the 
;  liaiid  of  fellowship. 


The^nexi  propositions  to  which  I  shall  ask  the  a*' 
tention  of  the  House,  ar«  those  of  the  gentleman 
from  Arkansas,  [Mr.  Yell,]  and  of  my  friend  from 
South  Carolina  who  si  s  next  me,  [Mr.  Pickbns] 
They  are  substantia liy  the  same  with  that  heretofore 
presented  in  the  other  House  by  a  Senator  from 
South  Carolina.  The  Legislature  of  Arkansas, 
about  a  twelvemonth  past,  adopted  a  preamble  and 
resolutions  instructing  their  Senators  and  requesting 
their  Representatives  to  give  the  bill  of  the  Senator 
from  South  Carolina  their  co-operation  and  sup- 
port; and  the  gentleman  from  Arkansas  has  adopt- 
ed it  with  a  few  alterations.  The  scheme  is  to  cede 
the  public  lands  to  the  States  in  which  they  lie, 
those  States  paying  to  the  United  States  one- half 
of  the  gross  proceeds  of  the  sales.  It  is  certainly 
less  exceptionable  and  less  unjust  than  that  of  the 
gentleman  from  Missouri,  since  it  does  not  deny  the 
title  of  the  United  States;  and  only  asks  a  surrender 
of  one-half  Uie  gross  proceeds  of  the  common  pro- 
perty, instead  of  the  whole.  I  ascribe  no  unworthy 
or  sinister  motive  to  those  who  originated  or  sup- 
port this  measure.  I  can  well  believe,  sir,  that, 
like  the  proposition  by  the  Senator  from  Kentucky, 
to  give  the  new  States  13 A  per  cent,  this  offer, 
though  far  more  injurious  to  the  South,  may  have 
had  its  source  in  a  generous  spirit  of  conciliation. 
I  impeach  no  motivei^;  I  deal  with  measures,  their 
efiTects  and  tendencies;  but  I  regard  it  as  strong  evi- 
dence of  the  very  favorable  light  in  which  it  is 
viewed  by  the  new  States,  that  its  only  support, 
with  the  ezerption  of  South  Carolina,  comes  from 
them.  The  Arkansas  refiolutioss  to  which  I  have 
referred  never  having  been  received,  as  I  under- 
stand, by  their  Representative,  I  request  the  Cterk  to 
read  the  copy  printed  from  that  transmitted  to  the 
Virginia  Legislature. 

[The  resolutions  were  read.] 

Mr.  RoBCRTsoN.  The  gentleman  from  Arkan- 
sas, in  compliance,  I  presume,  with  these  resolu- 
tions, which  requests  him  to  give  his  hearty  co- 
operation and  support  to  the  bill  introduced  by  the 
Senator  from  South  Carolina,  proposed  that  bill 
with  slight  modifications  in  the  select  committee. 

There  are  many  and  insuperable  objections,  in 
my  opinion,  to  this  scheme. 

In  the  first  place,  it  apparently  throws  the  In- 
dians out  of  the  protection  of  the  General  Govern- 
ment. By  the  original  bill  the  Indian  title  is  to  be 
extinguished  at  the  axpense  of  the  State  in  which 
the  land  may  lie.  This  provision  is  omitted  in  the 
bill  proposed  by  the  gentleman  from  Arkansas:  yet 
all  the  public  lands  are  ceded,  and  I  presume  the 
Indian  lands  among  the  rest.  With  whom  are  the 
Indians  to  treat?  Is  it  meant  to  surrender  this 
power  to  the  States?  Would  they  be  disposed  to 
assume  so  high  and  delicate  a  trust?  Or  are  the 
treaties,  as  beretoCbr e,  to  be  made  with  the  General 
Government?  And  if  so,  how  will  the  States  be 
required  to  abide  by  the  bargain?  and  how  is  com- 
pliance to  be  enforced^ 

Again:  all  sales  are  to  be  conducted  by  agents 
appointed  by  the  States,  upon  terms  prescribed  ^y 
the  law.  Here,  sir,  is  a  new  and  fruitful  source  of 
collision  between  the  Federal  and  State  Govern- 
ments. In  examining  the  accounts  of  their  agents; 
settling  with  their -collectors  and  treasurers,  some 
of  whom,  like  our  own,  may  depart  with  the  pubr 
lie  money  to  distant  landi!  to  the  other  aide  of  the 
water,  controversies  must  be  expected  to  arise. 
Sir,  I  am  opposed  to  making  new  compacts  touch- 
ing the  public  domain.  We  can  make  none  more 
solemn  nor  more  just  than  those  made  by  oar  fa- 
thers. I  have  no  fear  the  new  States  will  refuse  to 
abide  by  them.  But  if  they  should,  we  can  have 
no  assurance  that  any  instrument  human  ingenuity 
can  devise  would  bind  them. 

But  there  is  a  still  more  decisive  objection  to  this 
scheme,  founded  on  its  palpable  injustice  and  ine- 
quality.  It  is  incredible  that  even  the  new  States 
ihemfelves  will  ever  consent  to  accept  it,  with  the 
exception,  perhaps,  of  Arkansas,  Michii^an,  and 
Missouri.  Ilemember,  sir,  that  in  Ohio  and  India- 
na the  far  greater  part  of  the  public  domain  has 
been  sold,  and  the  money  paid  into  the  Treasury. 
In  Ohio  there  remain  unsold  about  two  millions  of 
acres.  Half  the  proceeds,  in  round  numbers,  may 
be  estimated  at  a  million  and  a  quarter  of  dollars, 
and  this  sum  would  be  divided  iunon(i;  probably  a 


million  and  a  quarter  of  inhabitants.  Missouri,  on 
the  other  hand,  haviog  upwards  of  thirty  millions 
of  acres,  would  receive  sixteen  or  eighteen  millions 
of  dollars,  for  the  use  of  some  two  or  three  hundred 
thotisand  inhabitants;  and  Arkansas  and  Michigan 
would  share  in  somewhat  similar  proportions.  But 
this  IS  not  all.  AAer  receiving  each  this  enotmous 
proportion  of  the  common  property,  the  balance, 
i  nstead  of  being  divided  among  the  other  citizens  of 
the  Union,  twelve  or  fiAeen  millions  in  number,  is 
to  go  into  the  Treasury  as  a  common  fund,  in 
which  those  States  are  again  to  participate.  And 
this  because,  as  it  is  said,  the  priticiple  of  distribu- 
tion is  unconstitutional !  Sir,  the  scheme  upon  its 
face  asserts  the  principle  of  distribution;  not,  in- 
deed, of  a  fr;  ir,  equitable,  and  general  distribution, 
but  of  an  uisequal,  partial,  and  unjust  one.  Still 
it  is  a  distribution.  How  is  it  that  the  Constitution 
authorizes  (ii&.tribation  of  half  the  public  lands,  or 
half  the  pmnunt  of  sales  among  seven  States,  and 
prohibits  a  distribution  of  the  other  half  among  the 
remaining  nineteen?  admits  the  States  created  by 
it  to  a  division  of  a  common  fund,  and  excludes  the 
old  thirteen  who  framed  it  from  any  participation 
in  w'nat  was  wholly  their  own?  But,  again,  sir;  this 
scheme  proposes  to  cede  to  Tennessee  three  mil- 
lions of  acres  of  land,  or  more,  belonging  to  the 
United  States.  What  reason  is  there  that  a  rata- 
ble proportion  may  not  be  allotted  to  New  York 
and  Pennsylvania;  and  every  other  State  in  the 
Union?  It  would  seem  that  every  disposition  of 
the  public  land  is  constitutional,  provided  it  be  con- 
fined to  one  or  a  few  of  the  States,  but  unconstitu- 
tional if  it  renders  equal  justice  to  all.  These 
constitutional  doctrines,  sir,  are  beyond  my  com- 
prehension. 

I  cannot  pass  without  noftice  the  project  submit- 
ted some  days^ast  by  the  gentleman  from  Massa- 
chnsetts,  [Mr.  Cusbino.]  It  comes  from  one  who 
knows,  not  more  perhaps  than  any  gentleman  in 
this  House,  but  as  much  as  any  man  in  tiiis  coun- 
try, of  the  extent  and  situation  of  our  public  do- 
main. His  scheme  proposes  that  the  lands  them- 
selves be  divided  in  teveralty  among  the  States  in 
equalized  proportions,  the  division  commencing 
with  the  portion  to  which  the  title  is  complete,  and 
to  be  repeated,  from  time  to  time,  until  the  whole 
shall  be  partitioned.  Let  us  try,  sir,  how  this  will 
answer.  There  are,  at  this  time,  some  two  hundred 
and  thirty  millions  of  acres  ready  to  be  divided, 
giving,  on  an  average,  eight  or  nine  millions  to 
each  State—varying  in  their  ralative  proportions, 
according  to  the  quality  of  the  land  and  the  popula- 
tion of  the  State,  from  half  a  million  perhaps  to 
fifteen  or  twt*nty  millions  of  acres.  Congress  is  to 
pass  an  organic  law  defining  the  rights  ana  powers 
over  lands  assigned  to  one  State  within  the  limits 
of  another.  Can  this  project,  sir,  ever  be  carried 
into  effect  without  extreme  inconvenience,  or  the 
danger  of  serious  collisions  among  the  States,  and 
between  the  States  and  this  Gh)vernment  ?  Colony 
upon  colony— wheels  within  wheels.  But  suppose 
the  partition  made,  the  regulations  prescribed.  Pos- 
sibly, for  a  time  at  least,  some  of  the  States  having 
these  distant  and  dispersed  possessions  might  per* 
haps  be  able  to  maintain  them.  New  York  and 
Pennsylvania  might,  in  case  of  difficulty,  keep 
theirs  in  Michigan  or  Arkansas,  if  that  should  be 
their  location.  But,  sir,  what  would  be  the  condi- 
tion of  New  Jersey,  or  Rhode  Island,  or  Delaware, 
incase  their  portion  should  be  assigned  inon^of 
the  larger  States  of  the  West  or  South,  and  a  con- 
troversy should  arise  between  them?  Rhode 
Island,  I  suppose,  would  fit  out  an  armament  and 
make  a  descent  npon  New  Orleans  to  punish  Lou- 
isiana for  encroaching  on  her  possessions.  It 
would  quite  amusing,  sir,  to  see  my  respected 
friend  from  Delaware,  at  the  head  of  a  detachment 
of  Delaware  militia,  marching  ai^ainst  Governor 
Casey  to  punish  some  aggression  by  the  people  of 
Illinois,  or  to  dislodge  a  band  of  ten  or  twenty 
thousand  squatters.  How  would  South  Carolina 
or  Geoigia,  at  the  extreme  South,  maintain  her 
settlements  in  Iowa  or  Wisconsin,  and  from  thenca 
—for  the  magnificent  views  of  the  gentlenuin  from 
Massachusetts  extend  as  far — all  along  to  the  bor« 
ders  of  the  Oregon?  Sir,  I  can  conceive  no  means 
of  preserving  her  title  but  by  despatching  ocden 
throagU  meaos  of  tho  newly  iavented  magnetif 
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telegraph,  directing  tid  to  be  seat  from  colony  to 
colony,  stretching  as  they  may  from  the  Ohio  to 
the  South  Sea. 

fMr.  Cdshing.      The  gentleman  endeaFors  !• 
meet  my  proposiiion  by  ridicule.] 

JSot  80,  sir,  ridicule,  it  is  said,  is  the  test  of  truth. 
i  admit  it  is  not  always  so;  but  the  objections  I 
tiave  pressed  I  regard  as  solid  and  substantial  ob- 
jections.   They  are  such  as  carry  conviction  to  my 
■mind,  and  to  that,  I  believe,  of  every  gentleman 
"who  considers  them,  that  the  scheme  of  the  gentle- 
man  ftrom  Massachusetts  will  be  every  way  incon ve- 
la ieat,  if  not  impracticable.   Sir,  among  the  induce- 
teentfi  held  out  to  the  o'd  States  to  cede  their  dis- 
tant possessions,  not  (he  least  cogent  was  the  diffi- 
culty of  reUining  and  managing  them;  and  now, 
with  all  the  disadvantages  arising  from  the  surren- 
der for  so  long  a  period,  with  a  denial  of  our  title 
now  before  u^,  these  lands  are  again  to  be  restored 
in  fragments,  scattered  over  the  Western  country, 
and  the  colonial  system  of  the  States  re-established. 
Somewhat  of  a  kindred  character  to  this  scheme 
of  partition  is  the  one  offered  by  the  gentleman 
from  Georgia,  at  the  last  session,  to  which  t  have 
.  before  alluded.    They  both  propose  a  division  of 
the  lands;  but  the  gentleman  from  Georgia  would 
divide  them  among  the  individual  citizen?,  instead 
of  the  State?.    Sir,  the  gentleman  says  he  proposed 
this  only  as  n.  aUemaiive,  in  case  a  distribution 
should  be  d€tc>mined  on,  but  that  he  was  opposed 
to  distribution  in  every  form.    I  drew  a  different 
conclusion  from  the  resolution  itself.    It  docs  not 
•ogge^jt  such  a  division  as  a  proper  subject  for  in- 
^^\ry,  but  instructs  the  committee  to  report  a  bill  to 
tarry  it  iiito  effect.    It  left  no  choice  betwecD  that 
and  any  other  mode.    Suppose  the  committee  ap- 
pointed:   the  f  eHtJeman,  of  course,  would  have 
l>eenthe  chairman,  and  would  have  expected  a 
committee  concurring  in  his  plan.    What  would 
have  been  donel    A  bill  must  have  been  reported 
in  conformity  with  instructions.    Would  he  not 
have  voted  lor  his  own  measure,  or  would  he  and 
the  committee  have  opposed  it  in  the  House  as  wnr 
tonstitutional?    I  can  understand  that  an  amend- 
ment may  be  offered  to  a  bill  in  itself  uncoostitn- 
tional,  the  movtr  voting  finally  against  the  whole 
bill;  but  I  cannot  comprehend  how  any  gentleman 
t;an  offer  a  distinct  and  original  proposition  in  the 
shape  of  a  bill,  to  be  voted  for  as  an  alternative,  or 
in  any  other  way,  when  be  regards  the  measure 
itself  as  unconstitutional. 

[Mr.  Hatnes.  I  a.^'k  tlie  gentleman  if  he  would 
not  accept  my  proposition  if  he  could  not  get  his 
own?] 

Mr.  RoBK&TsciN.  If  I  could  get  nothing  better,  I 
would,  bad  as  it  is.  I  prefer  the  distribution  among 
the  States,  because  I  think  it  would  be  equally  just 
and  less  inconvenient.  I  do  not  regard  his  scheme 
as  unconstitutional;  for,  although  the  compact  de- 
clares that  the  benefits  shall  inure  to  the  States,  yet, 
substantially,  you  give  it  to  the  States  in  giving  it 
to  their  ciuzens.  But  I  prefer  the  mode  as  it  is 
p-escribed  by  the  compact,  as  every  way  more 
proper,  and  Jess  inconvenient. 

If  the  States,  sir,  would  find  insuperable  difficul- 
ties in  holding  and  managing  their  distant  and  nu- 
merous pos.ses^ions,  under  the  scheme  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Massachusetts,  how  much  more  im- 
possible would  it  not  be  for  individuals  to  get  the 
benefit  of  theirs?  Let  us  look  forward  beyond  the 
present  generation.  Some  fifty  or  a  hundred  years 
hence,  a  descendant  of  the  (gentleman  from  Georgia 
determines  to  look  after  his  western  lands,  being 
the  quota  of  his  great  ancestor,  situated  between  the 
Mississippi  and  the  Oregon.  Will  he  go  by  land 
or  water?  No  matter,  sir:  he  weathers  Cape  Horn, 
or  passes  the  defiles  of  the  Rocky  Mountains  in 
saff  ty:  he  is  fortunate  enough  to  find  his  land,  as 
described  in  his  title  papers.  It  is  in  the  possession 
of  a  FRE-KMPTioNEa!  onc  claiming  under  the  Bri- 
tish or  Russian  Government,  or  the  Bafiln'd  Bay 
Company.  The  regular  affidavit  man  of  the  dis- 
trict swears  that  he  well  remembers  when  the  settler 
cleared  the  land  by  cutting  down  four  saplings, 
with  which  he  made  an  enclosure,  and  then  planted 
one  grain  of  com  and  two  black-eyed  peas.  We 
will  suppose,  under  the  pre-emption  law,  that  is 
proof  sufficient.  What  would  the  claimant  do? 
Why,  sir,  be  well  pleased,  no  doubt,  tu  take  what 


the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands  offer  to  the  old 
States — the  eoets  ahd  chaiiges  incurred,  and  to  re- 
tarn  from  whence -fae  came. 

t  have  gone  through,  Mr.  Speaker,  with  the  re- 
view I  have  thought  it  proper  to  make  ot  some  of 
the  most  promment  plans  now  before  the  country 
for  disposing  of  the  public  domain.  I  wish  the 
people  to  know  what  they  are.  I  have  spoken  of 
them  freely  and  frankly,  as  I  am  willing,  all  may 
speak  of  mine.  I  have  pointed  out  the  objections 
which  prove  them,  in  my  opinion,  impracticable  or 
unjust,  and  have  shaped  my  own  proposition  with 
a  view  to  avoid,  as  far  as  practicable,  thow  objec- 
tions. 

So  far,  Mr.  Speaker,  I  hare  endeavored,  and,  I 
trust)  not  unsuccessfully,  to  prove  that  the  princi- 
ple of  distribution  my  resolution  proposes,  is  au- 
thorized by  the  original  compacts,  and  sanctioned 
by  the  Constitution;  that  it  has  been  demanded  by 
a  majority  of  the  States;  directly  or  indir^ily  con- 
ceded by  all,  and  denied  by  none.  1  beg  leave 
now,  sir,  to  state  the  nature  of  the  proposition  a 
little  more  particularly,  and  the  reasons  which  lead 
me  to  hope  it  may  be  adopted.  It  assumes  the 
general  principle  of  distribution  asserted  in  the 
Land  bill  of  1832,  from  which,  hewever,  it  differs 
in  some  essential  particulars. 

Before  noticmg  these,  let  us  stop  for  a  moment, 
and  inquire  what  would  have  been  the  effect  of  the 
passage  of  that  bill.  Upwards  of  fiOy-seven  mil- 
lions of  dollars,  sir,  would  have  been  distributed 
among  the  States,  of  which  my  State  would  have 
received  nearly  four  and  a  half  millions,  and  the 
other  States  in  proportion.  It  is  true,  that  to  get 
rid  of  the  accumulated  surplus  arising  in  a  great 
measure  from  the  sales  of  land,  we  were  eom> 
pel  led  afterwards,  in  1836,  to  pass  what  was  called 
the  deposite  bill,  under  which  the  States  received 
less  than  one-half  of  that  amount.  What  became 
of  the  residue?  the  thirty  million^  Wasted  ia  ex- 
travagant expenditures;  in  jobs  to  Executive  sup- 
porters; purioined  by  absconding  collectors;  scat- 
tered along  the  highway;  on  the  Cumberland  road; 
sunk  in  the  swamps  of  Florida;  in  harbors,  rivers, 
and  creeks;  or  covered  beneath  the  ruins  of  useless 
and  dilapidated  works  falling  to  pieces  before  they 
were  finished.  But,  sir,  I  return  from  this  digres- 
sion. 

I  mentioned  that  in  some  partionlars  the  joint 
resolution  on  your  table  differed  from  the  diftribu- 
tion  bill  of  1833.  The  twelve  and  a  half  per  cent, 
allowed  by  (hat  bill  to  the  new  States  is  omitted. 
I  regret,  sir,  that  the  gentleman  from  Indiana  iMr. 
Dunn]  offered  an  amendment  to  insert  that  provi- 
sion. It  was  made  originally,  as  I  have  always 
supposed,  to  compensate  the  new  States  for  the  loss 
they  would  otherwise  sustain  in  dividing  according 
to  the  preceding  census,  in  conse<|aence  of  the 
great  relative  increase  of  their  population  since  that 
census  was  taken.  But  the  resolution  before  you 
does  not  propose  any  distribution  unlil  after  the 
next  census.  It  gives  to  the  new  States,  therefore, 
the  benefit  of  their  increased  population;  they  get 
the  full  measure  of  their  rights,  and  there  is  no 
ground  for  allowing  them  an  additional  sum  by 
way  of  a  gratuity.  But  if  the  gentleman  should 
persist  in  this  unjust  amendment,  it  is  demonstrable 
that  his  own  State,  should  it  prevail,  will  lose 
greatly  more  than  she  can  gain.  The  allowance 
must,  of  course,  be  made  to  all  the  new  States  as 
well  as  to  Indiana — that  is,  indeed,  the  provision  of 
the  amendment— and  to  the  States  hereafter  to  be 
admitted,  as  well  as  those  already  in  the  Union. 
The  unsold  lands  in  Indiana  are  stated  to  be 
5,130,273  acres.  The  whole  of  the  tmsold  lands 
of  the  Union  are  variously  estimated  from  500  to 
750  millions  or  more.  Supposing  the  quantity  to 
be  600  millions,  and  rating  it  at  one  dollar  per 
acre,  the  13i  per  cent,  of  Indiana  on  her  nnsold 
lands  would  be  between  six  and  seven  hundred 
thousand  dollars;  while  her  proportion,  say  one- 
twenty-fifth  part  or  four  per  cent,  of  the  one-eighth 
or  twelve  and  a  half  per  cenu  surrendered  to  the 
other  States,  would  be  about  three  millions.  The 
amendment  would  be  still  more  injurious  to  Ohio, 
because  the  quantity  of  unsold  land  within  her 
limits  is  not  half  so  great,  being  3,110,405  acres 
only,  while  her  population  would  entitle  her  to  a 
much  larger  share  in  the  amount  surrendered.. She 
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would  receive  between  two  and  three  hundred 
thousand  dollars,  and  give  op  about  fire  millioas. 
These  States,  therefore,  would  ODqucstionablycoQ. 
suit  their  own  interests  in  abandoniag  the  proposed 
amendment,  or  they  will  well  deserve  the  loss  ther 
will  inevitably  sustain  in  their  attempt  to  secure 
an  unjust  advantage. 

Not  only,  sir,  is  the  proposed  scheme  more  f^ 
yorable  to  those  States  without  the  amendmui 
than  with  it,  but  it  is  every  way  more  favorable 
than  that  proposed  by  the  gentleman  from  Arkan- 
sas, [Mr.  YsLL,l  or  even  that  of  the  gentlemui 
from  Missouri,  [Mr.  HAaaisoN,]  because  tbfir pro- 
portions, say  4  or  5  per  cent  on  the  valae  of  ibe  6 
or  7  hundred  millions  of  acreb  belonging  to  ibe 
Union,  must  exceed  one-half,  or  even  the  whole, 
of  the  value  of  the  public  lands  lying  withiD  their 
respective  limits.     The  gentleman  from  hdiiu 
himself,  [Mr.  Dunn,]  in  an  able  report  presented 
by  him  to  the  Indiana  Legislature,  some  six  or  5^ 
ven  ye^rs  ago,   has  demonstrated  that  his  Stat« 
would  be  the  loser  by  accepting  (he  cesum  of  ail 
the  unsold  lands  within  her  limits  in  preference  to 
the  distribution  proposed  by  Mr.  Clay's  land  bill; 
and  it  is  equally  certain  that  the  proposition  lo  dis- 
tribute is  more  unfavorable  to  her  with  the  amend- 
ment giving  the  13i  per  cent,  than  without  it   In- 
deed, it  is  even  questionable  whether  Mxsmn^ 
Arkansas,  and  Michigan  may  not  ultimately  denre 
more  benefit  from  an  equal  participation  than  froa 
the  unjust  schemes  now  urged  by  their  Representa- 
tives, could  they  succeed  in  carrying  them.  Bat 
they  cannot  succeed.    The  new  States  themselm 
will  never  unite  in  them.    Ohio  will  never  cossnt 
to  receive  of  ^  common  fund  two  or  three  htrndred 
thousand  dollars,  while  Indiana,  with  a  third  ofher 
population,  receives  doable  the  amount,  and  Mis- 
souri, Michigan,  and  Arkansas,  with  a  still  Somalia 
number,  receive,  each,  theenormons  amoaotof 
four  millions.*   Still  less  will  she  ever  agree  to  (be 
proposition  which  would  give  to  these  States  0B^ 
half  or  the  whole  of  the  lands  within  (heir  limits 
nearly  thirty  millions  of  acres  on  an  arerage  is 
each,  while  two  millions  or  one-halfof  ihaiqun- 
tity  is  to  be  assigned  to  her,  possessing,  as  she  does, 
a  population  exceeding  that  of  them  all  pQto 
gether.    Least  of  all,  Mr.  Speaker,  is  it  to  be  ex- 
pected that  the  old  States   will  ever  sobmit  to 
schemes  which  deprive  them  of  all  participatioo,o{ 
of  a  just  participation,  in  the  common  property.  I 
beg  leave,  sir,  to  read  a  few  passages  from  the  le- 
port  of  the  frentlemaa  from  Indiana  I  have  just  i^ 
luded  to.    [Mr.  EL  read  extracts  from  the  report] 
Not  only  does  the  gentleman  expose  the  iojintice 
and  inequality  of  the  scheme  of  a  total  surrender, 
in  its  bearing   upon  the  new  as  well  as  the  old 
States,  but  he  pays  a  just  tribute  to  the  generois 
policy  pursued  by  this  Government  in  peffrence  (o 
the  public  lands,  and  frankly  acknowledges  that  li 
could  scarcely  think  of  any  thing  MAcivUviiict 
Mm,  were  he  a  cUvten  of  an  old  StaUi  (o  giee  «p  t^ 
adoantagea  which  the  distribution  efthex  mam 
funda  would  afford  for  tducaium  and  tm/yroNnfliL 

The  joint  retiolutian  diflfers  in  anoihet  vciy  b»* 
terial  respect  from  the  distribution  bill  of  ISA 
That  bill  required  the  division  of  tbeprooecdi» 
sales  without  regard  to  the  state  of  oar  ^b^*^ 
The  resolution,  on  the  contrary,  if  adopted,  •ill 
not  draw  any  money  from  the  Treasury  wanted  19 
meet  the  necessary  expenditures  of  iheGofOfr 
ment.  It  may  be  asked,  at  what  amoant  shall  tbotf 
expenditures  be  estimated?  The  resolaiioB  ^ 
poses  to  fix  some  limit  to  that  amount,  and  leaftf 
it  to  the  wisdom  of  Congress  to  sity  what  the  li™ 
shall  be.  For  myself,  I  will  go  as  low  aitbii«ei 
millions,  that  being  about  the  highest  ainoott«fr 
pended  during  the  administration  of  the  gestla** 
from  Massachusetts,  [Mr.  Adams,]  who  wis»» 
verely  rebuked  for  his  extravagance  by  the  p*? 
in^power,  who  now  expend  b*'!  veen  thirty  ladf*^ 
or'l  will  be  content  to  limit  the  sum  to  iwtiiiy  ■•• 
lions,  which,  perhaps,  this  reforming  Adois-*** 
tion  may  make  sufiice.  Unless  the  cnsiotfj* 
other  revenues  equal  that  sum,  let  iheproewO* 
the  lands  be  applied  to  meet  the  deficiency'  li*^ 

Note.— Tbe  uosold  lands  are  stated  to  be, 
Id  fififlBoari,  33,158,967  ac 

Id  ArkuMM,  9B,^743 

In  Michigu,         t1,I6B^18B 
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be  said  there  will  then  be  nothing  to  distribute.  Sir, 
oar  importations  are  constantly  increasing;  aod, 
.nlotwithstaDdia?  the  compromise  act,  oar  revenue 
will  most  probably  nnt  fall  below  twenty  millionj. 
-But  5ay  that  it  will;  then  no  injury  will  result  from 
the  resolution,  since  it  leaves  the  proceeds  of  : he 
lands  in  that  £a&e  applicable  lo  the  wants  of  the  ' 
Ck>vernment. 

There  is  no  provision  made  ia  the  joint  resolu- 
tion for  the  future  reduction  or  i^raduation  of  the 
jprice  of  the  public  lands.  If  my  own  judgment 
•did  not  disapprove  these  measures,  the  known  opi- 
3iions  of  my  constituents  wouid  be  considered  by 
.me  as  an  instruction  to  oppose  them.  What  good 
Teasofi  can  be  assigned  for  reducing  ihe  price  of 
the  Gk>Temment  lands?  Will  not  the  lands  in  the 
bands  of  private  proprietors,  with  Ihe  privilege  of 
taking  choice  out  of  upwards  of  eii^ht;  millions  of 
acres  now  open  to  entry  at  one  rlollar  and  a  qunr- 
ter,  furnibh  at  a  low  price  all  that  can  for  many 
years  be  required  for  cultivation?  Tliere  is  enough, 
were  not  another  acre  of  public  land  thrown  into 
market,  to  subsist  six  times  our  present  population. 
Eighty  millions  and  upwards  have  been  sold  in  the 
new  States  and  Territories,  and  the  quantity  in  the 
•Uier  States  must  be  largely  upwards  of  200,000,000; 
while  France  has  in  all  about  128,000,000,  and 
Great  Britain  87,000,000  only. 

The  pretext  is  to  benefit  the  poor.  You  are  to 
'benefit  the  poor  by  giving  them,  at  a  reduced  price, 
'What  are  called  the  refuse  lands.  Sir,  F  verily  be- 
lieve yon  could  not  do  a  poor  man  a  greater  inju- 
ry than  to  give  him,  for  nothing,  a  tract  of  poor 
land,  and  compel  him  to  keep  it.  If  he  has  money 
<  to  pnrchase  refuse  lands  at  fifty  or  even  twenty- 
five  cents,  he  would  act  more  wisely  to  lay  it  out 
'in  fand  of  better  quality,  though  he  snould  obtain 
bat  a  hall  er  a  third  of  the  quantity.  But  it  is  a 
mere  pretext.  '  There  is  no  man  so  poor  in  this 
eoantry,  if  he  be  able  and  willing  to  work,  but  can 
procure  more  land  than  he  can  cultivate.  Any 
■uin  who  can  buy  a  turkey  or  a  bottle  #f  brandy 
may  purchase  an  acre  of  good  land.  An  industri- 
foas  mechanic,  a  day  laborer,  in  sixty  or  ninety 
^dajTS,  may  purchase  enough  to  subsist  a  numerous 
'family.  Yes,  sir;  the  loafer  who  throws  himself 
(jiigfatly  upon  the  marble  steps  or  stony  pavement  of 
the  great  metropolis  of  New  York  may  lie  down,  if 
he  willy  beneath  the  shady  elms  of  Mit  souri,  or  the 
•orange  groves  of  Florida,  and  rise  in  the  morning 
lord  of  the  manor.  Nay,  more;  if  the  new  bill 
-which  I  have  se^n  upon  our  tablrs  for  the  miliia^'y 
occupation  of  Florida  should  go  into  operation, 
leu  thousand  men  may  each  take  his  three  hundred 
and  twenty  acres  as  a  free  gift,  and  be  furnished  at 
paUie  expense  with  a  yearns  support,  medicines 
when  sick,  and  an  army  to  defend  him!  We  are 
io  make  them  a  present  of  3,200,000  acres  of  the 
public  land,  and  pay  them — computing  each  ra- 
tion at  twenty  cents,  to  say  nothing  of  the  expense 
«f  troops  and  medicines — 1720,000  to  take  it. 

Sir,  these  schemes  of  reduction  are  rot  inten^icd 
to  benefit  the  poor.  The  true  object  is  to  enable 
4he  rich  proprietor  to  add  to  his  pos.«:e^sions  by  tak- 
ing up  the  contiguous  lands  at  a  price  far  below 
their  value;  or  to  benefit  the  speculator,  into  whose 
iwods  the  tracts  taken  up  under  such  a  law 
would  probably  soon  fall.  The  man  who  canma 
acquire  and  hold  land  now,  would  not  hold  it  if 
given  to  him  for  nothing;  especially  if  the  laud  to 
be  given  be  as  worthless  as  it  is  represented. 

It  is  not  the  true  policy  of  the  Govern  men  t,  Mr. 
£[peaker,  lo  invite  more  labqr  or  capital  to  agricut- 
lore.  There  is  already,  perhaps,  too  great  a  por- 
tion of  both  withdrawn  from  the  mechanic  art5.  h 
ia  not  the  policy  of  any  of  the  Stales  further  to  re- 
idoce  the  price  of  the  public  lands.  The  inevitable 
«ffeci  will  be  lo  disperse  the  population,  already  tuo 
•xnach  scattered,  to  break  up  the  older  seiilements; 
.and  to  diminisli  the  value  of  the  land  of  every  land- 
liolder  in  the  Union.  The«e  efltcts  hai'e  been  ad- 
verted to,  sir,  by  the  gentleman  from  Indiana/ in 
Ilia  report,  He  assents  to  the  propriety  of  ertving 
up  the  refuse  lands  to  settlers,  but  decidedly  objects 
to  a  general  reduction  of  the  price  to  cost,  as  pro- 
posed by  the  late  President.    He  says: 

"U  M  tMliftve&that  no  system  founded  on  luch  a  principle  can 
tM  cftrried  into  practice  without  entire  ruin  to  the  preaeni  hold- 
ers pflaqd  in  the  new  States." 


Mark  you,  sir,  — even  "in  the  new  Stales" — the 
genileman  takes  no  notice  of  the  <^d  ones,  whose 
interests  are  still  more  deeply  afiected.  It  is  even 
thought  ungenerous  and  envious  on  our  part  to 
complain  of  what,  when  brought  home  lo  ihem- 
i^elves,  bur  brethren  of  the  West  can  feel  full  as 
srnsiblyas  others. 

'To  throw  open  to  entry  (he  adds)  ttm  unsold  landt  in  the 
W<>n  to  actual  f^etilers  at  coat,  the  immediate  consequence  will 
be  a  retluction  in  the  value  of  the  landed  ei^tate  of  the  connty  to 
an  incalculable  degree.  Tht  old  counties  wilihe  immttHaiely 
dcpopiUated  by  the  people  preeeing  on  to  the  interior,  each  en- 
deavoring to  locate  himself  before  his  neighbor.  That  portion 
of  the  community  enga^^ed  in  the  mechanic  arts  would  quit 
their  usual  pursuits,  to  the  great  detriment  of  ihe  country." 

Such,  sir,  are  the  views  of  the  candid  and  intel* 
ligent  geDti.^man  himself — a  Western  man — of  the 
policy  of  reducing  still  lower  the  price  of  the  public 
lands. 

It  would  be  of  no  advantage,  sir,  even  to  the  in- 
diduals  proposed  to  be  benefitted.  A  day-laborer 
or  a  mechaoic  can  make  more  profit  by  continuiujg 
his  usual  occupation,  than  by  clearing  and  culti- 
vating lands.  II  the  policy  could  be  confined  to  a 
single  Stale — to  Indiana  or  Alabama,  for  instance 
—it  might  perhaps  be  found  beneficial  to  that  Slate; 
because,  in  that  case,  its  population  would  not  be 
withdrawn.  But  suppose  it  adopted  as  a  general 
njeasure;  suppose  you  surrender  the  lands  of  Iowa, 
Wisconsin,  and  Florida  at  reduced  prices,  or  on' 
the  terms  proposed  by  the  Florida  military  occupa* 
tion  bill.  The  population  of  Alabama  and  the  new 
States  ot  the  South  would  in  that  ease  flow  into 
Florida,  and  that  of  Indiana  and  the  We&tem  States 
into  Wisconsin  and  Iowa. 

There  is  no  foundation,  sir,  for  complaint  in  re* 
ference  to  the  price  of  the  public  lands.  When 
gentlemen  talk  of  the  great  merits  and  sufiTerings 
of  the  hardy  pioneers  of  ihe  West,  they  shoald 
not  forget  those  of  the  early  settler  of  the  old 
Slates,  from  the  landing  of  Sir  Wal'er  Raleigh  lo 
that  of  the  Pilgrims.  They  should  remember  that, 
while  for  a  moderate  sum  they  purchase  fertile 
lands  in  the  new  States  and  Territories,  the  citizens 
of  other  sections  of  the  Union  pay  more  than 
double  for  lands  of  vastly  inferior  quality;  and 
that  while  the  means  of  constructing  roads  and 
canals  and  erecting  shools  and  colleges  have  been 
supplied  to  them  out  of  the  common  funds,  the  old 
Slates,  with  few  exceptions,  have  been  wholly  de- 
nied similar  benefits.  Yet  gentlemen,  with  these 
facts  before  their  eyes,  talk  of  oppression^ppres- 
hion  in  taxing  them  by  the  sale  of  land  at  a  pru» 
confessedly  below  its  real  worth.  Let  us  for  a 
moment,  sir,  test  the  justice  of  the  charge  by  rc- 
ferrini;  to  their  own  example.  In  some  cases,  I 
am  informed,  those  States  have  obtained  from  the 
Government  leave  to  dispose  of  the  school  lands 
originally  granted  to  the  townships.  Well,  sir, 
what  has  been  the  result?  Indiana  has  sold  hers,  I 
am  told,  on  an  average,  for  four  or  five  dollars 
per  acre;  Ohio  for  probably  as  much  or  more;  and 
Michigan  has  put  up  hers  on  the  express  condition 
that  not  an  acre  should  be  sold  below  eight! 
These  school  lands,  it  will  be  recollected,  consist 
of  the  16ih  section  in  each  township,  and  must 
therefore  be  of  an  average  value,  as  certainly  as 
if  drawn  by  lot.  Sir,  I  5ee  no  int^ropriety  in  this; 
ihfy  act'wijiely  and  justly  to  augment  their  re- 
sources by  getting  the  value  of  their  )«roperty.  But 
I  u<e  it  10  repel  the  charge  of  injustice  and  oppres- 
sion, maMe  by  the  new  States  against  thi^  Govern- 
ment, by  showing  that  their  own  citizens  experi- 
ence greater  oppression  from  them  than  from  us. 

I  have  thought  it  unneces.sary,  Mr.  Speaker,  to 
make  any  discrimination  between  the  lands  ceded 
by  the  States,  and  those  ]yrchased  from  France  or 
Spain,  or  from  the  Indians.  I  believe — the  whole 
country  believer — there  is  no  substantial  distinc- 
tion. It  cannot  be  that  we  have  one  law  for  Lou- 
isiana and^issouri,  and  another  for  Alabama  and 
Ohio.  I  will  not  stop  at  this  time  to  examine  the 
constitutional  question.  The  constitutionality  of 
these  purchases  has  been  well  defended  under  the 
war  power  donfericd  by  the  Constitution,  as  well  as 
that  to  regulate  commeicc;  and  it  must  be  acknow- 
ledged that,  with  the  command  of  the  mouth  of  the 
Mississippi,  not  only  might  our  commerce  be  se- 
riously annoyed,  but  our  interior  country  constant- 
ly exposed  to  attack.  Be  this  as  it  may,  the  par- 
chase  was  made,  the  territory  has  been  formed  into 


States,  and  those  States  admitted  into  the  Union;  so 
incorporated  into  our  system  that  we  couUl  not  se- 
parate- them,  if  we  would,  without  impairing  its 
healihful  action;  indeed,  without  vital  injury. 
What,  tJaen,  shall  be  done  with  the  fertile  regions 
thus  acquired?  In  the  statements  furnished  by  ihe 
Government,  the  amount  paid  has  ^>cen  treated  as  a 
charge  upon  the  funds  arising  from  the  sales  of  the 
ceded  lands.  Upon  every  principle  of  reaiion  and 
equity,  then,  these  acquisitions  stand  in  the  place  of 
the  funds  employed  in  the  purchase.  By  ti  e  Con- 
stitution, moreover,  full  power  is  given  to  dispose 
of  ai<  public  lands,  without  reierence  to  the  mode  in 
which  they  may  be  acquired.  If  it  be  said  they 
stand,  in  any  reypect,  on  a  dificrent  footing  from  the 
ceded  lands,  then  how  comes  it  that  donations  have 
been  made  to  Louisiana  and  Missouri  Cor  educa- 
tion and  ii  temal  improvement,  which  can  only  bs 
justified  by  resorting  to  the  original  compacts  of 
cession  an.i  ordinances  under  them,  applicable  only 
to  the  c»ded  lands,  or  those  which  may  stand  in 
their  place?  But,  suppose  there  is,  in  truth,  a  sub- 
stantial difiference,  still  we  have  the  land>;  we  can- 
not abandon  them;  and  have  no  more  right  to  sur- 
render them  to  one  portion  of  the  people  than  to 
att<ither.  There  is  no  rule  that  can  be  adopted, 
more  constitutional  or  more  just  than  to  distribute 
them.  I  would  consider  them,  sir,  as  a  great  surpUta 
fund,  to  be  distributed  among  its  common  owners, 
as  was  ihe  great  surplus  of  money  a  few  years  past 
in  the  Treasury.  Yon  need  not  call  it,  sir,  distri- 
bution; CJlU  it,  if  yon  will,  a  loan,  or  a  depositee  or  a 
lease  for  nine  hundred  and  ninety-nine  years,  re- 
newable forever.  The  name  will  be  no  objection, 
provided  the  property  be  fairly  divided  among  its 
rightful  owners. 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  have  snbmitted  the  proposition 
before  yon  in  a  spirit  of  concession.  If  any  have 
a  right  to  complain,^  it  is  the  old  States.  The  dis- 
iributioD  proposed  is  wholly  prospective,  li  does 
not  look  back  to  what  is  past,  or  demand  for  the 
old  States,  previous  to  a  general  distribution, 
such  appropriations  as  will  correspond  in  a  just 
proportion  with  these  heretofore  made  in  favor  of 
other  States.  This  claim  was  not  only  asserted  by 
Maryland  and  other  States,  as  far  back  as  1S21, 
but  has  beeft  renewed  in  the  resolutions  recently 
adopted  by  the  Honse  of  Dele^atw  of  Virginia. 
That  there  are  jnst  grounds  for  the  claim,  I  cannot 
doubt;  but  there  are  strong  considerations  which 
lead  me  to  believe  that  the  old  States  themselves, 
actuated  by  the  same  spirit  which  has  ever  induced 
them  to  pursue  towards  the  new  States  a  gene- 
rous policy,  will  yield  it,  provided  just  principles 
shall  hereafter  be  pursued  in  the  administration  of 
the  common  funds.  I  will  state  the  reasons  which 
should  influence  them,  as  I  think,  to  adopt  such  a 
policy.  The  ordinance  of  1787  declares  that  schools 
and  the  means  of  education  shailjbe  forever  encouraged. 
It  is  certainly  true  that  many  and  large  dona- 
tions have  been  made  for  very  diflerenl  purposes; 
but,  as  to  ihem,  the  States  obtaining  them  claim  to 
have  paid  an  equivalent.  This  ordinance  and  these 
donations  were  made  in  pan,  or  acquiesced  in  by 
the  representatives  of  ihe  old  States.  If  an  account 
were  to  be  taken,  it  would  be  difficult,  if  not  im- 
possible, to  fix  a  standard  by  which  the  value  of 
the  consideration  could  be  estimated,  or  the  just 
proportions  of  other  States  ascertained.  And  more 
than  all,  sir,  the  claim  it<elf,  if  successfully  assert- 
ed nnder  such  circumstances,  would  generate  an 
unfriendly  feeling,  for  which  the  entire  domain  of 
the  Union,  spacious  as  it  is,  would  poorly  cunfipen- 
sate.  I  ofifer  these,  sir,  as  my  own  individual 
opinions.  As  members  of  this  House,  we  have  no 
power  to  say  to  the  States  they  shall  not  enjoy  the 
fall  measure  of  their  rights  in  the  public  domain. 
It  is  a  sacred  trust  we  cannot  violate.  As  repre- 
sentatives of  the  States,  we  were  sent  here  to  de- 
fend, not  to  abandon  their  rights  and  interests.  To 
guard  these,  sir,  the  proviso  has  been  annexed, 
which  leaves  the  question  how  far  those  rights  and 
ioterests  shall  be  waived  or  insisted  on  with  the 
States,  who  alone  are  competent  to  decide  it. 

I  had  intended,  Mr.  Speaker,  to  notice  the  amend- 
mend  contemplated  by  the  geaileman  from  Arkan- 
sas, [Mr.  YsLL,]  but  have  already  trespassed  much 
longer  upon  the  patience  of  the  House  than  I  had 
intended.    I  am  not  certain^  indeed,  that  I  cofl 
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pn  iuMid  It,  and  will  therefore  make  but  a  single 
reuiii.  k.  It  calls  apparently  for  an  account  of  all 
brnefiiu  derived  by  the  old  States  from  the  public 
Jiiicls  since  the  origin  of  the  Gcvernmeni.  Well, 
iiir,  let  tkiii  account  be  taken,  and  then  let  all  iba 
expenditures  of  the  Government  during  the  same 
period  be  also  ascertained;  those  of  the  old  Revo- 
lutionary war,  ef  the  late  war,  civil  and  military 
expenses  of  every  kind,  appropriations  for  pur- 
chasing; Louisiana  aad  Flonda,  extinguishing  In- 
diiAfi  titles,  and  carrying  on  Indian  wars.  Present 
both  sides  of  the  account,  and  I  labor  under  a  great 
mistake*  if  the  balance  found  against  the  gentle- 
ma  u's  own  State  will  not ,  eonsiitute  a  mortgage 
ample  enough  to  eat  up  every  foot  of  land  within 
its  limits. 

The  old  Stales  can  fear  no  just  settlement.  They 
ask  nothing  more  than  their  dne.  Noua  can  im- 
pute to  them  a  grasping  disposition.  If  any  should, 
let  them  be  sure  there  is  in  themselves  no  taint  of 
cupidity.  Let  them  set  an  example  of  noble  disin- 
terestedness, and  offer  better  terms  to  us  than  we 
offer  to  them.  Let  them  present  any  plan  more 
redsonable,  more  just,  and  for  one  I  will  give  it  my 
hearty  support.  If  not,  then,  in  an  equal  spirit  of 
candor,  let  them  take  ouns.  I  trust,  sir,  it  will  be 
adopted. 

It  is  simple  in  itself;  it  may  be  described  in  two 
words — divide  Jairlyf  divide  fairly  the  common 
property. 

It  changes  no  system. 

By  avoiding  new  compacts,  it  avoids  controver- 
sies wiih  the  States. 

Ii  draws  no  money  from  the  Treasury  necessa- 
ry to  meet  the  just  expenditures  of  the  Govern- 
ment, and  consequently  obviates  ali  pretext  for  an 
increased  tariff;  while,  by  distributing  the  excess,  ii 
prevents  wafteful  appropriations  to  a  partial  sys- 
tem of  internal  improvement. 

It  is  in  fulfilment  of  our  solemn  covenants,  con- 
formable to  our  fundamental  law,  and  resu  on  the 
eifrnal  foundations  of  justice. 

I  addr«s8  mvself  to  tV.e  representatives  of  the  old 
Stales.  Is  h  not  our  right?  If  so,  why  shall  we 
surrender  it?  I  warn  them  their  constituents  will 
expect  them  to  answer  the  question.  The  people 
are  in  action,  and,  rely  upon  it,  sir,  they  are  in 
earnest.  Hear,  sir,  the  language  jusi  addressed  to 
us  by  the  State  of  New  Jersey: 

''  Issuing  fruin  ihe  cuiisand  sufiehngn  of  our  Revolutionary 
■••rug^le,  exhausted  in  vverv  thing  l)ut  patrioiiiiin  ami  honor, 
she  iius  been  led  to  provide  her  own  coromun  school  fund,  to 
build  and  endow  h^  own  acadeiniee  and  colleges,  and  to  crm- 
struct  her  own  radroads  and  canals,  by  such  ways  and  means  as 
Bheroulddevi«i'.  She  has  looked  to  the  public  Iand«,  in  part 
acquired  by  her  valor  or  purchased  with  her  treasure,  as  a 
squrce  fn>m  which  she  might  hereafter  expect  aid  in  educaiii  g 
her  sons,  in  developing  her  oaiuralcesources,  in  faciiiiaiing  the 
intercourse  of  her  citizens,  and  in  accomplishing  other  similar 

Surposes  which  constitute  the  true  glory  and  wealth  ofa  State, 
ut  an  attempt,  it  would  seem,-  is  to  bn  made  to  strip  her,  in 
eiecemealur  in  muu,  aftbia  property,  to  which  she  is  entitled 
y  every  principle  ui  law  and  justice.  It  may  be  thai  )t  will 
succeed;  but  it  shall  not  be  with  hor  conseot,  nor  without  her 
remonsiraoce." 

Sir,  this. is  strong  language;  and  it  is  to  be  regret- 
ted there  should  ever  be  occasion  to  use  it.  Is  it 
not  an  interest  of  transcendant  importance  to  secure 
to  the  present  and  future  generations  the  benefits  to 
which  they  are  entitled;  benefits  which  they  may 
receive  not  only  without  doing  wrong  to  any,  but 
by  conferring  benefits  on  those  from  whom,  in  turn, 
they  derive  them?  For  the  fertile  lands  they  trans- 
fer will  repay  tenfold  their  cost.  Why,  then, 
shonld  this  incalculable  treasure  be  thrown  away? 
surrendered  pieeenual  or  in  nuist?  But,  inlmense  as 
are  the  consequences  in  a  pecuniary  view,  infinitely 
more  important  are  they  in  a  moral  and  in  a  politi- 
cal aspect.  As  you  shall  settle  this  quest  ion,  you 
may  perpetuate  harmony  or  generate  lasting  dissen- 
sions among  us. 

But  now  is  not  the  time.  Postpone — postpone. 
For  nearly  twenty  years  have  your  constituents 
been  knocking  at  your  door.  How  much  longer 
will  their  servants — no,- sir,  their  masters — in  this 
Hall  deny  ihem  admittance?  Amid  the  thousand 
frivolous  questions  which  occupy  months  of  our 
time,  can  we  not  devote  one  week  to  a  subject  be- 
yond comparison  the  most  important  which  could 
attract  eur  notice?  Can  we  not  spare  four  days? 
In  that  time  the  old  convention  of  my  Siat^  com- 
puting from  the  day  it  was  reported,  adopted  the 
Con»iiiution  which  radically  changed  the  form  of 
our  Qovernment,  and  which  raouiiud  UAal(Me4 


for  upwards  of  fifty  years.  Yet  gentlemen — fh>m 
the  old  States,  too— when  they  know  it  is  in  their 
power,  if  they  will,  to  adopt  this  measure  to-mor- 
row, cannot  spare  the  time  to  do  justtce  to  their 
constituents,  and  secure  incalculable  blessings  to 
future  generatiobs. 

I  appeal  to  the  Representatives  of  tlie  new  States 
themselves.  Have  not  your  brethren  been  just? 
have  they  not  been  gtnerous  to  yon?  and  will  you 
not  be  jo^t  to  them?  Let  us,  on  all  sides,  sir,  come 
together  as  brethren  of  one  family,  disdainmg'to 
seek  unjust  advantages  in  sharing  the  common 
patrimony.  It  is  a  sense  of  mutual  benefit;  more 
than  all,  of  reciprocal  justice;  which,  as  with  hooks 
of  steel,  draws  State  to  State,  man  to  man,  heart  to 
heart.  That — that  alone — will  keep  bmht  and 
strong  the  chain  of  our  Union;  bind  us  moi^  closely 
together  than  parchment  bonds,  or  penal  statutes, 
or  armed  mercenaries.  Let  us  now,  sir,  and  at  all 
times,  meet  in  that  fraternal  spirit  which  actuated 
our  fathers,  and  our  friendship  win  be  as  deep  as 
the  fathomless  oceans  which  wash  our  shores,  and 
durable  as  the  everlasting  hills  which  overlook  our 
boundless  domain. 


MAINE  BOUNDARY  aUEOTION. 

DEBATE  IN  THE  SENATE, 
FaiDiY,  MiacH  1, 1839. 

The  Senate  having  taken  np  the  resolutions  re- 
ported *by  the  CQxnmittee  on  Foreign  Relations, 
on  the  subject  of  the  difficulties  between  Maine  and 
New  Brunswick — 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  said  the  subject  had  been  so 
much  discuased  that  he  would  now  offer  no  further 
eiplanalion  of  the  resolutions,  theugb  he  would  be 
happy  to  reply  to  any  questions  which  might  be 
proposed. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS  of  Maine  remarked  that  he 
fell  a  delicacy  in  saying  any  thing  in  opposition  to 
resolutions  reported  by  the  able  and  distinguished 
Committee  on  Foreign  Relations,  and  he  covld 
hardly  expect  to  succeed  in  obtaimng  any  modifi- 
cation of  them,  however  much  he  might  with  it; 
but  the  subject  was  all  important  to  his  State,  and 
he  would  not  refrain  from  expressing  his  views 
frankly,  and  then  wouid  acquiesce  in  whatever 
decision  the  Senate  might  make. 

The  first  three  resolutions  are  intended  to  justify 
Maine  and  her  course  in  the  late  movements  in  the 
disputed  territory,  and  to  declare  *Mhat  the  Senate 
will  cordially  co-operate  with  and  sustain  the  Pre- 
sitJent  in  defending  the  rie;hts  of  the  country,  shonld 
her  Britannic  Majesty's  Government  persisc  in  car- 
rying its  avowed  determination  into  execution,  and 
attempt,  by  military  force,  to  assume  excluuve 
jurisdiction  over  the  di^sputed  territory."  This  was 
all  very  well,  but  he  regretted  that  the  first  resolu- 
tion, instead  of  saying  '^  that  the  Senate  can  disco- 
ver no  trace  throughout  the  long  correspendenee 
which  has  been  submitted  to  them  between  the 
Gtovernmenu  of  Qreat  Britain  and  the  United 
States,  of  any  understanding,  express  or  implied, 
much  less  of  any  explicit  agreement,  such  as  is  now 
alleged,  that  the  territory  in  dispute  between  them 
on  the  northeastern  boundary  of  the  latter  shall  be 
placed  and  remain  under  the  exclusive  jurisdiction 
ef  her  Britannic  Majesty's  Grovemment  until  the 
settlement  of  the  question,"  did  not  contain  a  sim- 
ple, positive,  and  direct  denial  of  any  such  agree- 
ment or  understanding  as  was  alleged  and  claimed 
by  her  Britannic  Majesty's  Minister  and  the  Lieu- 
tenant Governor  of  New  Brunswick,  in  their  late 
communications.  He  q^uld  not  think,  while  her 
Majesty's  representatives  undertook  to  assert  and 
repeat  that  such  an  understanding  and  agreement 
had  been  made  with  us,  that  we  should  content 
ourselves  by  saying  that  we  cannot  discover  any 
trace  of  either  throughout  the  correspondence  be- 
tween the  two  Governments.  If  such  understand- 
ing or  agreement  ever  existed  or  ^as  made,  we 
were  parties  to  it,  and  must  know  the  fact;  if  it 
never  was  made,  then  say  so^  and  not  put  it  upon 
the  ground  that  we  cannot  discover  it  in  the  corre- 
spondence. If  we  refer  to  the  correspondence  to 
prove  that  no  suck  agreement  or  understanding  was 
ever  made,  we  may  expect  that  her  Majesty's  Oo- 
vcfnmeAt  will  do  tho  sam^  and  inoat  that  tht 


agreement  and  understanding  are  proved  by  ibit 
correspondence.     We  have  already  seea  what 
Great  BriUin  can  do  by  diplomacy.    Her  ikk 
claim  to  the  disputed  territory  has  no  fooncUiioa 
but  what  grows  out  of  diplomacy  and  diplomiiu- 
correspondence;  and,  with  the  skill  and  adruiiota 
of  her  diplomatic  agents,  she  will  make  oqi  of  ibe 
conespondence  a  better  pretence  to  ezclusire  jgm- 
diction  than  she  can  to  the  territory  in  dispute;  ud 
he  would  t>e  most  reluctant  to  open  a  new  (^mim 
with  her  Majesty's  Government,  to  be  determuifld 
by  the  multifarious  coirespondence  between  tba 
two  Governments.    If  a  man  were  to  say  to  jua, 
Mr.  President,  that  he  had  a  certain  understainjini 
or  agreement  with  you,  which  you  fell  ctafli^iit 
was  not  so,  would  yon  say  to  him  that  you  coald 
not  discover  any  trace  of  it  in  your  comiaumct 
tions  with  him?    Or,  being  conscious  that  you  bad 
not  made  any  such  agreement,  would  you  Di<i  mj 
so  in  direct  terms,  and  thus  put  an  end  to  the  qun- 
tion?    Mr.  Fox  and  Sir  John  Harvey  say  ih^ii,  if 
the  agreement  and  understanding  betweea  the  par- 
ties, Qreat  Britain  was  to  have  exclasJve  juniliCr 
tion  of  the  disputed  territory  until  the  quest  it;  Et  uf 
boundary  shall  be  settled.    The  President  and  M/. 
Forsyth  say  it  was  not  so.    Let  us  say  the  satw^ 
and  nothing  more,  and  thus  make  an  end  of  tb 
part  of  the  case. 

But  it  appeared  to  Mr.  W.  that  it  wis  iiiiiu> 
cessary,  impolitic,  and  still  moreobjectiooabke  tkt 
we  should  undertake  to  declare  what  was  or  a  tbt 
preciiie  understanding  or  argament  betweea  ttic 
parties;  and  yet  the  first  resolution  uaala  *Miit 
there  was  and  is  a  clear  subsisting  Ufidentan% 
between  the  parties,  under  which  they  hav&  bo^ 
acted,  that  until  this  question  shall  be  tuklf  ^ 
tecmined,  each  of  them  shall  refrain  from  iLe  u- 
ercise  of  jurisdiction  over  any  portion  of  ibc  dis^ 
puted  territory,  except  such  parts  of  it  as  ma;  h&n 
been  in  the  actual  possession  of  the  one  or  the 
other  party;"  without  intending  to  deny  ihataiaoe 
1835,  there  have  been,  frosa  timf  to  time,  ntdtf- 
standings  between  the  parties  in  reference  u>  ab* 
staining  from  certain  acts  complained  of  at  ofta- 
sive  to  the  one  or  the  other  of  them,  and  lo  tk 
kind  of  possession  and  jurisdiction  which  e'tflier 
party  might  enjoy,  or  that  the  resolotioa  deBeiita 
those  understandings,  as  a  whole,  with  loteraUe 
correcmess,  as  we  undcistand  them;  yet  caa  it  te 
safe  or  prudent  for  va  to  affirm  that  there  was  and 
is  a  clear  subsisting  understanding,  and  andertthe 
to  define  precisely  what  it  is?  The  committee  te* 
Iieve  it  was  and  is  as  stated  in  the  resoluuoo.  1^ 
British  Minister  and  the  Lieutenant  Govenor  t( 
New  Brunswick,  affirm  that  it  secures  to  her  Ma- 
jesty exclusive  juiiftdiction  of  the  whole  dispoied 
territory,  until  the  boundary  question  is  ^ellkd. 
Why  then  undertake  to  say  what  that  undentaa^ 
ing  IS?  Our  construction  of  the  correspoadeaa 
settles  nothing;  and  the  British  constmeuon  tii 
wiU  not  settle  it.  We  are  opeaing  a  door  lo  ii- 
terminable  negotiation  to  settle  what  never  vill  be 
settled  in  that  way.  Any  man  who  has  looked,  or 
will  look  carefully  into  the  voluminoas  conesfon* 
dence  between  the  two  Governments  since  184^ 
will  be  convinced  that  it  is  no  easy  task  to  deier^ 
mine  what  has  been,  or  is  the  undersftDdinf  ^ 
the  parties  upon  the  subject  of  pos^^^iua  and  Jims' 
diction  of  the  disputed  territory,  penvlinf  ibf  ^^ 
tiation  as  to  the  boundary.  And  here  Mr  W. » 
ferred  to  and  read  many  extracts^  from  the  tmt 
spondence  between  the  Grovernments  con»qM&^ 
upon  complaints,  by  the  one  against  ihe  oihcr,  dee^ 
tain  acts  within  ihcdi5pated  termi^ry  *iippo»ii^ 
be  inconsistent  with  the  rightiiaQd  iiQder^tid'>i^ 
of  the  respective  parties;  a^  contended  that,  vbtir 
we  had  insisted  upon  cor  c«QStrucuou  of  tbet^i 
Great  Britain  had  maintained  a  di^erens  ^ussmo 
tion,  and  we  had  repeatedly  p.  ores  led  agaifi^  t^ 
unjust  pretensions.  What  was  and  is  the  oml^*  | 
standing  between  the  parties,  is  not  then  so  cktm  i 
the  committee  have  supposed,  and  there  l^  ii*>  "f* 
cessity  for  us  to  embarrass  <)ar^lves  by  aj^miiofi 
in  these  resolutions,  what  that  underbtaodiu^  "^ 
or  is.  Besides,  whatever  that  uncier^itifldiw  ^^f 
have  been  in  reference  to  some  part^  of  tte  di^F^ 
ted  territory,  it  should  not  be  applied  jo  the  Aajo^ 
took  country,  the  seat  of  present  difficulue^  y^ 
ooiuitry  has  been  in  poss^i^lciit  and  un^  tb«  i^ 
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diction  of  Massachusetts  and  Maine  more  than  tbuty 
years.  Soon  aOer  the  sonrce  of  the  St.  Croix  was 
apreed  upon  and  fixed,  nnder  the  treaty  of  1794, 
two  raDf^es  of  townships  west  of  the  line  mnninic 
dne  north  from  the  monument,  were  sar^eyed  by 
Massachnsetts,  and  the  township,  inclndiog  the 
Aroostook  river,  near  its  month,  was  granted,  in 
1817,  and  other  lands  near  it  were  granted  4|ttL  af- 
ter. These  lands  have  been  and  are  now  heiTnn- 
der  thcae  grants.  After  Maine  was  separated  from 
BAassachnsetts,  other  lands  in  that  region  were  sur- 
Yeyed  into  townships,  and  divided  between  the  two 
States.  Until  very  recently.  Great  Britain  did  not 
claim  any  jortsdietion  over  that  portion  of  the  dis- 
puted territory,  unless  it  be  inferred  from  her  keep- 
itt|^  a  warden,  as  he  is  called,  of  the  disputed  terri- 
tory. Within  a  few  years  past,  Maine  has  ex- 
pended large  sums  of  money  in  opening  and  in 
making  roads  into  the  Aroostook  country;  has  sur- 
veyed her  lands  there  into  lots  for  settlement  and 
caltivation;  already  there  are  some  good  farms 
there,  and  great  numbers  of  settlers  are  pceparing 
to  take  lois  and  reside  upon  them.  The  land  is  of 
ezo^ilcni  quality,  and,  now  that  it  can  be  reached 
over  good  road?,  it  will  be  rapidly  settled  and  calti- 
▼ated.  Is  it  to  be  expected  that  Maine  is  forever  to 
be  restrained  from  occupying  and  settling  this  valua- 
ble ponion  of  her  territorsr?  For  such  reasons,  Mr. 
W.  felt  it  to  be  bis  duty  to  ask,  and  to  oige,  the 
modifieatioR  of  the  first  resolution,  so  that  it  should 
eontain  a  simple  and  direct  denial  of  any  under- 
aianding  or  agreement  for  the  exclusive  juiisdiction, 
by  her  Majesty's  Government,  of  the  disputed  ter- 
ritory, until  the  question  of  boundary  be  settled,  as 
lately  claimed  by  Mr.  Fox  and  Sir  John  Harvey, 
and  nothing  more. 

To  the  fourth  resolution  Mr.  W.  had  other  ob- 
jections, and  he  earnestly  hoped  that  it  would  be 
stricken  out.  It  was  wholly  nnnecessary  and  on- 
called  for.  In  the  contingeoey  mentioned,  Maine 
would  voluntarily  pursue  the  course  of  forbear- 
ance indicated  by  that  resolution;  she  eonld  have 
no  interest  or  inducement  to  act  otherwise.  Then 
why  threaten  or  admonish  her,  *'ihat  should  she 
refuse  tu  do  so,  and  determiue  to  settle  the  contro- 
reny  for  herself  by  force,  dbc.  in  such  an  event 
there  would  be  no  obligation  imposed  on  this  Go- 
▼emment  to  sustain  her  by  military  aid?'*  Has 
'  Maine  done  any  thing  to  require  or  deserve  this  ad- 
monition from  the  Senate?  Your  resolutions  sus- 
tain and  justify  her  in  all  that  she  has  thus  far 
done.  Then  why  not  trust  her  for  the  future? 
Why  suspect  her  in  advance?  If  you  would  have 
Maine  continue  to  assert  and  defend  her  rights  as 
becomes  a  sovereign  State,  and  as  a  member  of  the 
Confederacy  disposed  to  maintain  the  peace  of  the 
nation,  then  rely  upon  her  honor  and  upon  her 
sense  of  duty  to  the  Union,  and  not  volunteer  a 
threat  or  gratuitous  admonition.  It  will  be  time 
enough  to  give  this  advice,  and  to  declare  the  ob- 
ligations of  this  Government  when  Maine,  by  any 
act  of  hei's,  shall  deserve  it.  Until  then  she  should 
be  treated  as  an  equal  among  equals,  and  po.«ses- 
sing  the  r-ghts  and  duties  of  a  sovereign  State. 
Lieave  Maine  to  her  o\i  n  responsibility,  and  she 
^11  take  pride  in  acting  firmly  and  prudently. 
Tell  her  in  advance  what  this  resolution  proposes 
to  say  to  her,  and  she  may  question  the  justice  and 
correctness  of  the  principles  asserted,  and  hesitate 
to  do,  upon  compulsion,  what  she  would  readily 
do  upon  her  own  responsibility.  Whatever  may 
have  been  the  intention  of  the  committee  in  re- 
porting this  resolution,  it  can  hardly  be  doubted 
that  Maine  will  regard  it  as  derogatory  to  her  as 
one  of  the  free  States  of  this  Union,  and  it  will  be 
nost  unfortunate  if  it  shall  be  adopted.  Mr.  W. 
therefore,  moved  that  the  fourth  resolution  be 
stricken  out. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  replied,  that  never  had  reso- 
lutions been  drawn  up  with  more  care  than  these 
by  any  committee,  and  he  did  not  expect  that  they 
would  meet  with  any  opposition.  Much  that  was 
contained  in  the  resolutions  was  a  correct  summa- 
ry of  the  views  of  the  President.  The  committee 
luul  examined  the  correspondence  on  this  subject 
since  1833,  at  the  time  when  the  Senate  disaffirmed 
the  award  of  the  j^ing  of  the  Nethtrlands,  and  in 
fkOLt  correspondence  they  found  an  agreement  in 
express  terms,  which  had  been  in  force  since  1835^ 
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and  which  was  the  same  as  that  embodied  in  these 
resolutions,  '*that,  until  this  question  shall  be  final- 
ly delerminc4l,  each  of  the  two  parties  shall  refrain 
from  the  exercise  of  jurisdiction  over  any  portion 
of  the  disputed  territory,  except  such  parts  of  it  as 
may  have  been  in  the  actual  possession  of  the  one 
or  the  other  party."  During  the  pendency  of  the 
new  nf>gottation  it  became  indispensable  to  enter 
into  &ome  arrangement  on  this  subject,  and  Mr. 
Livingston  proposed  that  this  shonld  be  the  under- 
standing between  the  two  parties.  The  Govern- 
ment of  Fngland  concurred  in  this  proposition,  not 
hastily,  for  it  was  not  answered  till  April;  1833, 
when  the  British  Minister  agreed  to  the  terms  of 
the  proposition.  [Mr.  B.  read  from  the  correspon- 
dence, showing  that  the  agreement  was  such  as  he 
had  stated.]  Here,  he  said,  was  a  distinct  propo- 
sitien,  accompanied  wkh  its  distinct  acceptance; 
and  if  it  were  necessary,  and  the  time  permitted,  it 
could  be  shown  that,  from  that  time  to  this,  .the 
two  Governments  had  adhered  to  this  nnderstand- 

Mr.  B.  said  he  would  endeavor,  in  a  few  re- 
marks, which  he  would  pledge  himself  to  confine 
within  the  limits  of  five  or  ten  minuter,  to  show 
more  fully  what  these  resolutions  were.  The  first 
resolution,  in  the  strongest  terms  that  could  be 
used,  denied  the  assertion  made  by  Mr.  Fox  and 
Sir  John  Harvey,  of  the  right  of  the  BrititFh  Go- 
vernment to  exclusive  jurisdiction  over  the  disput- 
ed territory  by  an  agreement,  either  express  or  im- 
plied, and  set  up  and  demonstrated  a  clear  under- 
standing between  the  two  countries  Vhich  was 
wholly  inconsistent  with  the  existence  of  any  such 
agreement,  and  entirely  in  conflict  with  any  such 
exclusive  jurisdiction. 

The  second  resolution  justified  the  conduct  of 
Maine  through  this  whole  affair,  maintaining  that 
she  ought  to  drive  out  trespassers  on  the  disputed 
territory,  and  that  it  was  not  reasonable  cause  of 
off>nce  to  the  British  authorities. 

The  third  resolution  went  as  far  as  possible,  con 
sistectly  with  want  was  due  to  the  British  Gh>vern- 
mcnt,  in  atserting  the  rights  ot  Maine  to  the  dis- 
puted territory,  because  it  asserted  that  if  New 
Brunswick  or  Great  Britain  should  persist  in  main- 
taining exclusive  jurisdiction  by  force  of  arms,  in 
that  case  the  exigency  under  the  Constitution  and 
laws  would  have  arisen,  in  which  it  would  pe  the 
duty  of  the  President  to  call  out  the  whole  force  of 
the  country  to  protect  the  property  in  the  disputed 
territory. 

And  what  was  the  fourth  resoluu'oni  Was  it  not 
apparent,  even  from  what  the  Senator  from  Maine 
had  said,  that  this  resolution  was  necessary?  Mr. 
B.  would  not  now  enter  at  all  141  to  an  examination 
of  the  conduct  of  Maine.  But  she  was  a  brave  and 
gallant  State,  and  her  feelings  of  hostility  were 
greatly  excited.  Was  there  not,  therefore,  danger 
that,  with  10.000  men  at  her  command,  she  would 
rush  into  a  conflict  with  the  New  Brunswick  or 
British  authorities?  The  fourth  resolution,  there- 
fore, could  do  no  less  than  declare  that,  if  Sir  John 
Harvey  should  first  withdraw  his  forces,  then,  in 
the  opinion  of  the  United  States  Gk>vemraent, 
Maine  ought  to  follow  such  an  example  of  for- 
bearance, and  that,  if  she  did  not,  then  this  Gto- 
vemment  would  be  nnder  no  obligation,  after  hav- 
iug  done  every  thing  it  could  for  Maine,  to  afiford 
her  any  protection  nnder  such  circumstances,  nor 
ought  Khe  to  expect  it.  The  fourth  resolution,  said 
Mr.  B.  simply  defines  our  own  position,  and  says 
that  the  Constitution  and  laws  impose  on  us  no 
such  obligation  as  to  protect  Maine  while  pursuing 
a  conrse  contrary  to  the  advice  of  this  Gk) vem- 
ment. If  we  adopt  only  the  first  three  resolutions, 
they  will  be  all  on  one  side,  and  will  lead  Great 
Britain  to  believe  that  we  are  ready  for  war  at 
once. 

And  what  is  the  argument  of  the  Senator  from 
Maine?  Sir,  I  was  at  a  los$  to  conceive  what  mo- 
tive a  Senator  from  Maine  could  have  in  attempt- 
ing to  disprove  this  settled  agreement. '  And  what 
reason  does  he  assign  for  even  a  wish  that  it  might 
not  exist?  He  says  the  negotiation  may  5ti)l  be 
pending  for  years,  and  Maine  does  not  want  this  un- 
derstanding to  be  interposed  between  her  arid  the 
possession  of  her  territory.  ^ 

Mr,  W1LLUM8.    1  did  ]j£t  say  we  did  not  desire 
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this  understanding  to  exist  I  on(y stated  an  objec- 
tion to  it,  as  here  stated.  Thp  resiiUtiqii.j^rms  the 
agreement  to  be  so  and  so,  whep, p^fh^^^it  i^ »^iill 
to  be  a  subject  of  negotiation  wheiW  it  is  ^o  or  not, 
for  the  British  Government  is  but  loo  ready  ^o  hang 
negotiation  on  any  practicable  point  that  may  pos- 
sibly turn  in  their  favor. 

Mr.  Buchanan.  Sir,  did  not  the  Senator  and 
others  from  Maine  represent  it  as  a  great  hardship , 
that,  under  this  agreement,  they  could  not  enter  into " 
the  disputed  territory  and  settle  II?  And  if  they 
should  do  so,  the  peace  of  the  country  would  be  en- 
dangered, and  this  understanding  is  the  only  barrier 
in  the  way  of  Maine  to  .prevent  her  from  taking 
possession  of  the  disputed  territory.  Sir,  arc  we 
prepared  for  such  a  course  which  must  infevitably 
and  at  once  bring  us  into  open  collision  with  the 
British  Government?  For  myself,  I  am  prepared 
for  that  event  if  it  must  como,  but  I  would  pursne 
the  course  of  honor  and  of  right  to  the  end  of  the 
controversy,  and  then,  if  hostilities  must  come,  we 
may  be  a  united  pec/jple,  and  enter  into  them  with 
energy  and  success.  I  presume  the  Senate  are 
unanimously  of  the  opinion  that,  if  Great  Britain 
persists  in  asserting  her  claim  to  ejcclusive  jurif^dic- 
tion  over  the  territory,  war  is  inevitable.  And  jet 
this  is  objected  to  by  the  Senator  from  Mi  inn,  be- 
cause it  contains  an  affirmance  of  the  right  of 
Maine.  And  why  does  he  object  to  this»?  Be- 
cause we  have  made  this  affirmation  a  year  before, 
is  there,  can  there  be,  any  objection  that  we  should 
again  affirm  it?  And  yet  on  this  ground  the  Sena- 
tor objects. 

In  regard  to  the  claim  to  exclusive  jurisdiction 
on  the  part  of  Great  Britain,  the  Senator  anempts 
to  prove  thai  there  is  no  understanding  on  this  sub- 
ject, and  for  that  purpose  he  goes  back  to  the  ori- 
ginal correspondence,  and  presents  from  that  a 
claim  set  up  by  Great  Britain,  which  was  deroga- 
tory to  our  rights,  and  degrading  to  the  nation. 
And  what  was  that  claim?  That  we  were  to  hold 
the  United  Slates — their  soil,  their  independenre, 
their  existence — not  in  virtue  of  our  own  "^ood 
swords,  not  in  virtue  of  our  independence,  declar- 
ed and  achieved  by  our  moral,  intellectual,  and 
physical  energies,  but  as  a  biisc  concession  from  Eng- 
land; and,  therefore,  as  it  did  not  appear  that  Eng- 
land had  conceded  to  us  the  possession  and  juris- 
diction of  the  disputed  territory,  it  was  consequent- 
ly not  ours.  And  how  did  the  Senator  from  Ken- 
tucky [Mr.  Clay]  meet  that  degrading  and  insult- 
ing claim  at  the  time?  He  met  it  ^ith  the  highest  ho- 
nor and  with  irresistible  triumph.  And  now  the  Se- 
nator goes  back  to  that  degrading  claim,  and  fol- 
lows up  the  train  of  events  to  1832,  when  he 
ought  to  have  begun  precisely  where  he  left 
ofif.  And  why?  Because  the  state  of  things 
was  entirely  changed  in  1832,  when  the  award 
of  the  King  of  the  Netherlands  was  rejected 
bv  the  United  States  Senate,  at  the  instance  of 
Maine,  and  Mr.  Livingston  then  proposed  the  pre- 
sent understanding,  and  made  it. as  manifest  as 
language  could  make  it.  And  what  is  ii?  That, 
while  the  negotiation  is  pending,  each  of  the  two 
parties  shonld  confine  itself  to  rixhis  already  pos- 
sessed, and  to  this  Sir  Charles  Vaughan,  in  the 
most  formal  manner,  gave  his  assent;  and  it  is  the 
only  possible  principle  on  which  the  peace  of  the 
^two  countries  can  be  maintained,  because  there  is 
no  hope  of  settling  the  controversy  if  either  party. 
has  a  right  to  rush  on  the  disputed  territory,  and 
assert  its  possession  and  jurisdiction  without  any 
prescribed  limits.  Sometimes  this  agreement  has 
been  attempted  to  be  violated;  but  in  every  in- 
stance, as  1  hope  also  they  will  in  this,  the  Briti5h 
authorities  have  desisted  from  carrying  out  ^uch 
violations.  [Mr.  B.  here  read  from  the  Presidenl\<9 
message  an  account  of  various  cases  in  which 
England  had  refrained,  when  opposed,  from  ex- 
tending her  rights  and  jurisdiction  in  the  disputed 
territory.] 

Sir,  (Mr.  B.  resumed,)  I  hope  this  settlement 
will  come  soon.  1  do  not  say  we  should  wait  for- 
ever; and  if  Eixgland  persists  in  her  claim  to  ex- 
clusive jurisdiction  over  the  disputed  territory,  all 
America  will  ie  united,  and  she  will  be  successful- 
ly resisted.  But  if,  on  the  other  haUd,  this  un- 
founded claim  should  be  withdrawn  on  die  part  of 
England,  and  Maine  herself  shonld  persist  in  the 
tame  violation  of  this  airreement  from  which  Eog^    ^ 
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land  forbears,  there -may  be  war,  dtnibilcsi?,  but 
the  coaniry  will  be  divided.  Sir,  if  there  nuisi  he 
war,  let  ii  be  a  national  war,  umX  let  it  be  on  trie 
side  of  right  ac  every  step,  so  that  ihore  can  be  no 
qaestion  about  it.  And  however  I  have  been  con- 
tinually the  advocate  of  Maine,  and  never  more 
than  at  this  moment,  yet  I  am  un  willing  that  any 
of  the  individaei  Stales  should  compel  ns  in  our 
course,  and  force  as  to  go  to  war.  Sir,  I  believe  I 
have  redeemed  my  pledge,  and  in  a  manner  which 
I  hopti  will  be  satisfactory  to  the  Senator  from 
Maine. 

Mr.  CLAY,  of  Kentucky,  said  he  wished  to  say 
a  few  words  in  addition  to  what  had  been  urged  by, 
the  Senator  from  Pennsylvania,  but  rather  for  the 
purpose  of  assuming  the  proper  responsibility  which 
belonged  to  him  as  a  member  of  the  Committee  on 
Foreign  Relations,  than  wi^h  a  design  to  enforce 
the  views  of  tha% Senator. 

Mr.  President,  (said  Mr.  C.)  as  far  as  the  Presi- 
dent seeks  to  preserve  the  peace  of  the  country,  as 
lon^  as  he  can  do  so  consistently  with  the  honor 
and  interest  of  the  country,  I  will  support  him  all 
I  can;  and  these  resolutions  are  now  brbught  for- 
ward for  the  preservation  of  the  peace  of  the  coun- 
try. The  most  Important  of  them  are  the  two  last, 
of  which  theL third  declares  that  if'  the  British  au- 
thorities persist  in  asserting  their  claim  to  vxclusive 
jurisdiction,  it  will  be  the  duty  of  the  United  States 
then  to  recognise  this  state  of  things  as  an  invasion 
ol  the  territory  of  the  United  States,  which  de- 
mands, if  necessary,  the  entire  force  of  the  United 
States  10  repel  it,  and  after  that  to  afford  protection 
to  the  territory  in  question.  The  Secretary  of 
State  and  the  British  Minister  have  concurred  in 
the  terms  of  an  agre  ment;  and  if  Sir  John  Harvey 
does  not  pursue  the  course  indicated  by  that  in- 
strument, but  persists  in  his  avowed  determination, 
and  goes  on  to  maintain  exclusive  jurisdiction  over 
the  disputed  territory,  the  consequence  will  be  war, 
and  then  I  shall  be  prepared  to  go  with  the  Execu- 
tive, and  wage  that  war  with  Xhe  whole  power  of 
the  United  States. 

The  last  resolution  (the  fourth)  looks  to  the  con- 
tingency in  which  the  country  may  be  precipitated 
into  a  war  by  the  State  of  Maine,  and  it  therefore 
declares  that,  if  the  British  Government  should  de- 
sist from  asserting  a  right  to  exclusive  jurisdiction 
over  this  territory,  and  should  withdraw  their 
forces,  and  if,  then,  Maine  will  not  do  so  on  her 
part,  but  makes  war  for  herself  in  the  maintenance 
of  her  right,  in  such  case  that  resolution  declares, 
what  it  is  impossible  for  any  citizen  lo  deny,  that 
the  United  States  is  not  bound  to  follow  Maine  into 
that  war,  which  she  wages  not  only  withont  the 
concurrence,  but  against  the  most  earnest  interdic- 
tion of  the  Gtovernment  of  the  United  States.  The 
xesolution  does  not  declare  that  even  then,  in  no 
pofcpsible  contingency,  will  the  United  States  not 
come  to  her  relief,  but  simply  that  this  Government 
will  not  stand  bound  to  give  such  relief,  and  that, 
if  there  is  war,  it  must  be  by  the  common  coni«ent 
and  the  common  Government  of  the  United  States. 
-  Sir,  I  presume  this  fourth  resolution  involves  a 
proposition  from  which  it  is  impossible  for  any 
Senator  to  die«eiit.  This  is  a  Government  of  twen- 
ty-six States,  while  Maine  is  but  one  of  them.  Of 
all  the  powers  of  the  highest  nature  and  character 
which  come  within  the  scope  of  human  authority, 
that  of  war  is  the  highest  which  can  be  exercised 
by  the  sovereignly  of  any  country;  anil,  as  it  re- 
spects Maine,  no  one  can  contend  that  the  power 
of  war  does  not  reside  exclusively  in  this  Govern- 
ment.  After  looking  on  all  the  papers  that  have 
been  placsd  before  us  on  this  subject,  it  is  my  ap- 
prehension that  Maine  is  so  enraged,  and  justly  so, 
at  the  c#nduct  of  a  bordering  province,  that  she 
may  precipitate  us  into  a  war,  which  can  only  be 
prevented  by  that  forbearance  on  ^he  part  of  Maine 
which  is  recommended  in  this  resoluuon,  in  which 
will  be  uttered  the  decision  of  the  Government  at 
Washinfrton  in  a  tone  with  which  there  is  no  doubt 
that  the  President  will  concur.  I  therefore  give 
my  entire  concurrence  in  the  views  of  the  commit- 
tee, expres-ed  in  the  fourth  resolution,  that  if 
Maine  on  her  own  responsibility,  from  her  own  re- 
sources, and^otttrary  to  the  enireaffes  of  this  Go- 
vernment, plunges  into  a  war,  we  are  not  then 
*>ound  to  follow  her,  and  to  repair  tP  her  relief 


with  the  military  power  o\'  ilu*  Goveinm^^nt.  Uut 
I  hope  she  will  forbear  from  commg  into  any  actual 
hosfilit.es  against  a  pruviii.j  thus  at  peace  with  the 
United  Statfs. 

Sir,  1  desire  no  other  war  than  what  we  have 
already  seen.  S'ill  1  know  enough  of  the  re-ources 
of  the  country,  and  of  its  valor  in  a  war  wiih  any 
power,  thai  it  wr  have  a  just  cause  so  that  the  ap- 
probation of  Heaven  n^ay  fall  on  my  countrymen, 
I  fear  not  the  results.  But  when  we  have  a  war, 
I  want  to  see  that  it  is  the  result  of  dire  necessity, 
and  to  see  a  prevailing  conviction  in  the  c  >uniry 
that  negotiation  could  n«>t  prevent  it,  bk(I  that  it  \s 
a  war  not  of  Maine  acting  for  the  Confrdt^racy, 
but  of  the  twenty-six  States  united  in  its  prosecu- 
tion with  their  utmost  vigor,  and  ih?n  we  shall 
gather  fresh  laurels  and  gain  additional  renown  for 
the  country.  I  know  that  Maine  complains  of  the 
tardiness  of  the  negotiation,  and  there  is  cause  for 
it;  but  it  is  not  right  that  she  should  take  the  reins 
into  her  own  hands,  but  she  should  act  moderately, 
and  in  danger  and  difficulty  it  is  her  duty  to  operate 
with  the  Government  h«re.  I  think  there  has  been 
neglect  in  regard  to  this  subject,  and  I  remarked, 
on  a  former  occasion,  that  when  the  disiurbances 
in  Canada  arose  it  was  a  time  to  press  this  matter, 
but  I  knew  of  no  attempt  to  press  it  during  that 
time.  It  is  now  upwards  of  a  year  since  the  com- 
mencement of  those  difficnlties,  and  it  is  the  croaier 
part  of  a  year  since  Congress  unanimously  decided 
that  we  have  a  rijshi  to  the  disputed  territory.  And 
yet,  as  far  as  we  have  any  information  before  us, 
the  Executive  Government  .seems  to  have  been 
sleeping,  instead  of  availing  itself  of  the  difficul- 
ties in  the  British  Provinces;  and  worse  than  that, 
instead  of  our  profiling  by  the  Canada  dis- 
turbances, or  availing  ourselves  of  any  advan- 
tage from  them  whatever,  the  whole  pro- 
fit of  them  has  been  derived  by  Great  Briiaiu. 
And  how  is  ii  that  Great  Britain  has  taken  ad- 
vantage of  the  insurrection  in  Canada?  She  has 
taken  the  opportunity  to  throw  into  her  provinces  a 
force  of  from  35,000  to  30,000  men;  and  under 
what  pretext?  That  they  were  to  suppress  insur- 
rection. But  if  there  had  been  peace  there,  and 
the  United  States  had  seen  regiment  afVr  regiment 
and  corps  after  corps  thus  thrown  into  the  Piovin- 
ce.s,  would  we  not  have  increased  our  military 
means?  But  Great  Britain,  thus  increasing  her 
forces  under  cover  of  silencing  Canadi,  is  now 
ready  for  war,  and  may  at  once,  with  advintage, 
enter  into  hostilities  with  us,  while  our  Govern- 
ment, instead  of  pressing  the  negotiation,  has  been 
asleep,  and  there  has  been  no  Increase  of  the  means 
on  our  part  to  meet  the  increased  dangers  of  war. 
Therefore,  I  say  that  while,  from  these  events,  we 
have  failed  lo  der.jp  any  profit,  which  should  have 
been  wholly  ouro^.  Great  Britain  has  bee  a  bene- 
fited to  a  great  extent,  while  she  has  just  so  far 
placed  us  ai  a  disadvantage;  and  while  I  say  this,  I 
repeat  that  it  is  no  matter  whether  the  negotiation 
was  tardy  or  speedy  in  its  consummation,  Maine 
has  no  right,  in  consequence  of  such  tardine.<«,  to 
assume  the  functions  of  a  common  authority,  and 
to  plunge  the  country  into  a  war.  We  are  not  re- 
presented by  Maine  nor  by  Governor  Fairfield,  and 
I  do  nor  choosa  that  Maine  should  take  on  h-rself 
the  responsibilities  of  entering  into  a  war  with  a  fo- 
reign power,  not  only  without  the  consent  of  the 
common  Government,  but  without  that  of  any  of 
our  citizens  except  those  of  Maine. 

Mr.  President,  my  voice  is  for  peace,  as  long  as 
it  can  be  maintained  consistently  with  the  honor 
and  interest  of  the  coantry.  But  the  negotiation 
has  been  unreasonably  long,  and  I  hope  ihe  two 
parties,  aroused  by  recent  occurrences,  will  see  the 
necessity  of  terivinaiing  it  ai  soon  as  practicable. 
It  would  be  a  sorry  spectacle  to  see  two  kmdred  na- 
tions rushing  intp  a  state  of  war,  without  its  dura- 
tion being  foreseen,  for  the  sake  of  five  or  six  mil- 
lions of  waste  land,  the  whole  of  which  would  not 
be  worth  the  expense  of  such  a  war  for  two  or  three 
months.  Yet  I  must  say,  that  holding  the  opinion 
that  Gkeat  Britain  has  not  the  shadow  of  a  claim  to 
this  territory,  and  thaf  the  clear  right  of  Maine  has 
bceji  already  too  long  withheld  frona  her,  if  we  now 
forbear  sufficiently,  and  if  at  the  termination  of  the 
negotiation  we  have  no  resource  left  but  the  final 
resort  of  nations,  I  repeat,  we  shall  be  furnished 


wif'i  (he  coulingcocy  ol'a  judl  war,  which  will  be 
U'W  hi  be  so  hi  ih*-  people  of  the  United  States,  and 
will  bf»  approved  by  Heaven;  and  in  5Qchawarl 
do  not  fear  but  \\\^\  our  country  will  come  out  of  it 
gloriously  and  triuoiphanily,  as  it  always  hasdooe 
'  in  Its  contests  wiih  that  power. 

Mr.  :N0RVELL  said  that  he  would  so^^est  to 
his  honorable  friend  from  Maine  [Mr.  WillumsJ 
the  expediency  of  modifying  bis  motion  to  strike 
out  ihe  whole  of  the  fourth  resolution  reported  by 
the  Commi'ice  on  Foreign  Relations,  and  of  limit- 
ii'  (  himself  to  a  proposition  to  sinke  out  ihesecond 
ciaiise  of  that  rcHoludon.     The  first  branch  of  the 
re^ohition  expressed  the  opinion  of  the  Senate,  that 
<'slKmld  the  British  authorities  refrain  from  attempt^ 
ing  the  military  occupation  of  the  territory  in  dis- 
pute, and  from  enforcing  their  claim  to  exclusive 
jirnsdiction  &ver  it  by  arms,  that  then  the  Stale  of 
M»ine  ought,  on  her  part,  to   pursue  a  coarse  of 
similar  forbearance."    The  forbearance  heie  sag- 
gested  to  Maine  amounted  simply  to  this,  that  she 
ou^ht  not,  pending  the  negotiation,  to  attempt  the 
military  occupation  of  the  territory  in  dispute,  and 
should  not  claim  the  exercise  of  an  exclusive  jaris- 
diction  over  it  by  arms,  if  the  British  authorities 
desisted  from  any  such  occupation  and  claim.  So 
far,  he  thought,  the  Senate  might  be  jostified  ia 
goin«:  upon  this  subject.     But  they  ought  not  to  go 
further.      They  ought  not  to  declare,  that  shoiSd 
the  State  of  Maine  refuse  to  forbear,  as  lecoia- 
mended,  '*and  determine  to  settle  the  controversy 
for  herself  by  force,  the  adjustment  of  which  is  ea- 
trusi<>d  by  the  Constitution  to  the  Federal  Qovera- 
meni,  in  sach  an  event  there  will  be  no  obligatioa 
inr.posed  on  this  Gk>vernment  to  >astain  her  by  mi- 
litary aid."    When  this  body  were  called  upon  to 
make  this  declaration,  they  were  invoked  to  vio- 
late the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  to  llj  di- 
rectly in  its  face,  and  to  absolve  themselves  from 
the  solemn  duty  of  diseharging  one  of  their  hizhea 
obligations  to  the  several  States  of  this  Union. 
The  fourth  section  of  the  fourth  article  of  the  Fe- 
deral Constitution  provides,  that  *Uhe  United  States 
shall  guaranty  to  every  State  in  this  Union  a  Re* 
pubhctin  form  of  Government,  and  protect  each 
of  them  against  invasion." 

It  was  manifest  from  this  provision  that  the 
Federal  Gk>vemment  could  not,  under  any  circum- 
stance*«,  withhold  its  military  aid  from  any  Slate  of 
ihe  Union  to  repel  foreign  invasion.  No  matier 
what  might  induce  that  invasion;  no  matier  whe- 
ther the  act  of  Maine  may  have  provoked  it  or  aoi; 
let  the  invasion  come,  and  this  Governmeat  woald 
have  no  altemati  /e.  It  must  yield  its  military  aid, 
promptly  and  eficctually  to  that  State.  Ii  mast 
march  up  to  the  rescue.  He  would  never  cooseat 
to  threaten  a  sovereign  State  of  thi^  Union,  as  ibe 
latter  clause  of, Ihe  resolntioa  did,  to  withhold  oar 
aid  from  her  in  the  event  that  any  action  on  her 
part  should  cause  her  invasion  from  abroad.  We 
could  not  stand  coldly  by,  and  see  Maine  crashed 
by  a  powerful  European  kingdom,  who  was  seek* 
ing  to  extend  her  dominions  on  this  continent,  as 
well  as  in  every  other  quarter  of  the  globe.  The 
constitutional  injunction  is  unqualified.  The  State 
of  Maine  certainly  owed  it  to  the  General  Govern- 
ment, that  the  qaestion  ef  peace  or  war  shooH  be 
left  to  its  decision.  Nor  did  she  appear  io  hare 
entertained  aoy  design  of  waging  war  without  oor 
previous  .<^aaction.  It  was  not  necessary  to  oie- 
nace  her,  in  anticipation,  witt^our  displeasore.  It 
was  not  necessary  to  tell  her,  ibat  if  she  did  not 
pursue  a  course  exactly  such  as  we  might  dictate, 
we  should  hoiImi  bound  to  render  her  effectire 
military  assistance  against  a  foreign  invader.  She 
deserved  no  soch  rebnke,  no  such  threat  at  oar 
hands.  She  had  endured  the  divided  possessiooof 
one-third  of  her  territory,  till  endurance  had  ceased 
to  be  a  virtue.  For  his  part,  he  was  tired  o{  n§olr- 
ing.  He  desired  to  see  no  other  resolatioai 
adopted.  The  emergency  demanded  stronger  met- 
swres  than  paper  resolves.  H«  was  willing  to  let 
the  resolutions  of  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Rela* 
tions  pa^s,  modified  as  he  had  suggested  to  his 
ffiend  from  Maine,  if  they  were  followed  up.aste 
trusted  they  would  be,  by  an  act  of  Congress gifiag 
authority  to  the  Exe-cotivr  to  raise  forces, and  lo  ef- 
fect a  loan,  for  the  vindicatioo  of  the  r^gto  of 
IVIaine  and  the  honor  of  the  nation. 
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Mr.  CLAY  of  Alabama  said,  if  is  not  iadispeD- 
sable  for  us  to  say  what  we*  will  do  in  soeh  and 
SDch  oonting^eocies;  it  is  enough  for  us  to  determine 
what  we  wilt  do  at  present;  and  I  therefore  ask  a 
division  of  the  question  on  the  fourth  resolation,  so 
that  we  may  first  decide  on  the  first  branch,  which 
is  the  expression  of  a  mere  opinion  that  Maine 
ought  to  forbear;  and  then  on  the  second,  which  I 
think  disrespectful  to  Maine;  and  I  would  not  ap- 
pear as  atiempting  to  intimidate  her  with  a  threat 
of  withdrawing  the  aid  of  the  Government  in  any 
event. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN.  I  have  said  all  I  intended 
to  say  on  this  subject,  and  I  leave  it  entirely  with 
the  Senate,  stating  ibis,  however,  that  I  believe  the 
last  clause  of  the  fourth  resolution  is  more  import- 
ant than  all  the  re&t.  It  is  no  threat,  bat  simply  a 
statement  that  we  will  not  be  under  obligation  to 
bring  the  Cnited  States  forces  to  the  aid  of  Maine, 
if  she  goes  out  of  the  pale  of  the  Constitntion  by 
occupying  the  disputed  territory  with  a  military 
force;  and  if  the  last  resolution  is  stricken  out,  I  do 
not  think  the  resolutions  ought  to  pass. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS  now  moved  to  strike  out  the 
last  clause  of  the  iourih  resolution,  denying  the  ob- 
ligation of  the  United  States  to  support  Maine  in 
case  of  her  not  withdi'awiog  if  New  Brunswick^ 
should  Vithd  raw. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  said  it  was  a  subject  of  very 
great  regret  that  there  was  any  difiSculty  in  regard 
to  these  resolutions.  The  opinion  of  the  Senate  on 
this  subject  ought  to  be  unanimous.  Mr.  C.  had 
examioed  the  resolations  with  care;  they  were  evi- 
dently drawn  up  so  as  to  operate  most  effectually, 
and,  in  his  opinion,  the  part  proposed  to  be  stricken 
oat  constiittted  much  of  the  essence  of  the  resolu- 
tions. 

We  here  propose  (said  Mr.  C.)  that,  if  the  Bri- 
tish aatborities  do  not  attempt  to  assert  their  claim 
to  ezciu5ive  juri^idiction,  then  Maine  is  to  retire; 
and  I  ask,  in  that  case,  ought  not  Maine  10  retire? 
According  to* her  own  declaration,  she  did  not  un- 
dertake to  hold  military  possession  of  the  territory, 
but  simply  to  drive  off  intruders;  and  when  that  is 
done,  can  she  in  good  faith  rema:n1  And  I. next 
ask,  can  it  be  derogatory  to  Maine  for  us  to  say 
that  if  Great  Biiiain  will  zefrain  from  assarting  ex- 
closive  jarisdiction,  we  also  will  do  so?  Sir,  we  are 
on  the  edge  of  a  precipice.  Although  the  right  of 
Maine  is  dear  to  us  and  certain,  yet  it  is  a  matter 
in  du^pute  between  the  parlies.  We,  on  our  part, 
can  trust  Maine;  but  Great  Britain  ought  to  have 
the  assurance  that  Maine  will  withdraw  if  Brilain 
will  forbear.  And  we  ought  to  be  imaaimous  on 
measures  in  regard  to  this  subject.  I  think  the 
country  owe  this -very  able  committee  their  thanks 
for  these  resolutions. 

Mr.  ALLEN  said:  This  is  a  subject  which  in- 
volves the  relations  between  this  and  a  foreign 
country;  and  yet  we  are  speaking  of  one  of  the 
States  of  this  Union,  which  is  but  a  part  of  the 
whole,  as  being  in  contest  with  Great  Britain.  Sir, 
on  such  a  subject,  I  know  of  no  such  power  as  the 
State  of  Maine,  and  I  will  not  admit  for  a  moment 
that  ooe  of  the  Slates  can,  by  any  possibility,  cum- 
mit  an  act  which  will  throw  it  on  the  mercy  of  an 
armed  world.  This  Government  was  formed  chiefly 
in  relation  to  the  external  part  of  the  world,  and  in 
war  I  will  know  nothing  about  the  several  Stales, 
and  nothing  but  the  entire  Republic.  Yon  make 
an  assumption  here,  that  it  Maine  does  so  and  so, 
you  will  turn  her  out.  Sir,  I  will  not  admit  the 
aasampiion  that  Maine  can  do  an  act  that  will  take 
Iter  out  pf  the  protection  of  this  Government.  Right 
or  wrong,  I  am  for  the  country,  and  the  whole 
country,  and  I  am,  thenfore,  in  favor  of  striking 
out  the  last  clause  of  this  resolution. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  said:  I  repeat  that  I  consider 
the  last  part  of  the  fourih  resolution  as  the  most 
important  part  of  the  whole  matter,  and,  lest  this 
terrible  anathema  against  a  positive  recommenda- 
tion of  the  President  may  occasion  some  more  re- 
sponse, I  will  read  an  extract  from  his  message, 
which  declares — 

^TheM  are  still  my  views  on  the  subject;  and,  until  this  step 
shall  have  been  talten,  I  cannot  tlilnk  it  proper  to  invoice  the  at- 
tention of  CoDgress  to  other  than  amicable  means  for  the  set- 
tlement of  the  controversy,  or  to  cause  the  military  power  of  the 
federal  Government  to  he  hrou^t  in  aid  of  the  ilk<ite  of  Maine 
in  any  attempt  to  effect  that  object  by  a  resonte  force." 

Sir,  the  resolution  is  not  so  strong   as   this. 


It  does  not  negative  our  going  to  the  aid  of 
of  Maine,  if  she  does  not  comply  with  the  terms  of 
the  resolution,  but  merely  asserts  that  we  are,  In 
that  case,  not  under  obligation  to  aid  her,  and  that 
is  the  whole  of  it. 

Mr.  NILES  spoke  in  favor  of  the  resolution,  and 
of  the  part  propiosed  to  be  stricken  out,  urging  that 
Maine  was  now  acting  under  a  false  impression  in 
regard  to  the  views  of  the  General  Government, 
and  it  was  therefore  their  duty  to  undeceive  her. 

The  Senator  from  Kentucky  (said  Mr.  N.)  has 
represented  this  as  a  controversy  about  a  few  mil- 
lion acres  of  wild  land.  It  is  not  a  question  of  mil- 
lions, but  of  the  rights  and  honor  of  the  coantry. 
Britain  has  refused  all  negotiation  on  the  treaty  of 
1783;  and  is  not  that  a  virtual  denial  of  our  rights? 
Sir,  I  would  carry  our  forbearance  no  further,  but 
assert.our  right  at  once.  I  wonld  authorize  the 
Executive  to  say  that  our  forbearance  is  exhaust- 
ed, and  that  further  delay  neither  consists  with  the 
peace  nor  the  honor  of  this  country. 

Mr.  SOUtHARD,  having  read  the  fourih  reso- 
lution, said  he  was  opposed  to  striking  out  any  part 
of  it.  I  think  it  necessary,  he  said,  to  the  former 
part  of  the  resolutions.  And  it  is  but  a  declaration 
of  their  results  as  to  the  matter  of  our  duty.  I 
speak  not  of  feeling,  bui  of  constitutional  right  and 
doty;  and,  on  that  ground,  this  clause  is  right,  and 
should  not  be  stricken  out. 

Again:  I  would  not  strike  it  out,  because,  on  the 
point  of  a  conflict,  it  takes  the  true  and  just  ground 
on  which  this  great  nation  ought  to  stand  in  view 
of  the  country  in  all  our  conflicts  with  other 
powers.  We  ought  to  be  ready  at  any  moment  to 
declare  the  great  principles  on  which  we  act,  not 
only  in  relation  to  ourselves,  but  to  all  mankind; 
and  we  ought  to  take  the  ground  assumed  by  this 
resolution,  because  it  rests  on  the  Constitution  of 
the  country,  and  on  a  great  principle  of  common 
justice,  since  it  may  save  us  from  difficulties  which 
may  hereafter  arise  in  regard  to  the  States  of  this 
Union. 

The  Constitution,  in  regard  to  the  defence  of  this 
country,  has  been  referred  to,  and  I  feel  the  obliga- 
tion imposed  on  us  by  the  Constitution.  But  if  that 
were  white  paper,  patriotism  alone  would  call  me 
to  the  defence  of  the  United  States,  when  assailed 
by  a  common  enemy.  But  I  think  Senators  have 
mistaken  both  the  Constitntion  and  this  resolution. 
The  resolution  does  not  say  we  will  not  protect 
Maine  when  invaded.  No,  sir;  and  no  one  could 
have  the  heart  to  sliy  that  he  would,  in  such  a  case, 
'hesitate  a  single  moment  in  yielding  the  last  drop  of 
his  blood.  But  it  says  that,  when  a  foreign  army 
is  withdrawn,  if  Maine  will  not  also  consent  to 
withdraw,  she  is  not  to  look  to  us  to  protect  her 
then  in  her  improper  course.  And  this  is  done  on 
great  principles  of  justice.  * 

Is  the  peace  of  this  country  to  be  put  into  the 
hands  of  an  individual  Btate  of  this  Unioni  Are 
the  States  all  to  be  bound  by  the  decisions  of  one 
on  the  question  of  peace  or  war?  No,  sir,  that 
question  is  a  common  question  for  the  Union  itself; 
and  I  am  not  willing  that  it  should  be  decided  by 
any  one  or  two  or  ten  of  the  States  of  this  Union. 
I  then  regard  that  resolution  as  true  in  respect  to 
the  Constitution  of  the  country,  and  it  is  demand- 
ed in  justice  to  the  world  that  we  should  pro- 
claim it. 

What  is  now  our  position  in  regard  to  all  the 
world  of  nations?  We  are  twenty-six  United 
States;  and  is  it  not  due  to  the  world  to  proclaim 
that  no  one  of  them  shall  bring  us  into  a  war,  and 
that  the  whole  will  not  yield  to  any  low  and  pre- 
cipitate impulse  of  a  part?  I  believe  the  declara- 
tion would  be  received  in  Europe  as  a  declaration 
of  common  sense  and  common  justice,  that  the 
whole  people  must  decide  on  questions  of  such 
importance  to  us  and  to  other  powers,  and  they 
would  have  confidence  in  the  proceedings  of  this 
Government,  which  they  cannot  hare  without  such 
an  assurance.  But  let  them  understand,  on  the 
contraiy,  that  of  the  twenty-six  Staus  any  one  can 
determine  what  are  their  rights,  and  that  there  can- 
not be  then  an  appeal  to  the  judgment  of  the  whole 
Union,  and  where  then  would  be  their  confidence 
in  us?  Let  them  but  understand  that  we  follow 
the  lead,  in  these  high  matters,  of  a  small  portion 
of  the  United  States,  and  all  confidence  in  this 
Odyenunent  by  foreign  powers  wiU  be  at  once 


I  withdrawn,  aiid  the  Govejnments  of  Europe  will 
feel  that  there  is  no  safety  in  holding  any  inter- 
course with  us.  We  ought,  therefore,  to  declare 
that  no  separate  portion  of  the  United  States  shall  be' 
permitted  to  interfere  and  control  our  relations  with 
foreign  Governments,  but  that  it  shall  be  done  by 
all  the  people  of  all  the  United  States. 

But  it  is  said  this  resolution  looks  like  a  threat 
to  the  State  of  Maine.  No,  sir,  we  are  not  in  the 
habit  of  threatening  the  members  of  the  Confede- 
racy, and  we  have  no  inducement  to  hold  out  to 
the  feeblest  a  threat  that  ifx  she  will  not  do  as  we 
choose  we  will  punish  her.  Bui  we  have  a  right  to  do 
this— and  I  hope  we  shall  do  it,  not  only  in  regard 
to  the  feeblest,  but  the  strongest— that  is,  to  declare  ^ 
to  them  that  we  are  to  judge  'when  we  are  to  he 
brought  into  a  war  with  a  foreign  Goveroment, 
and  we  witl  not  let  you  decide  that  question  for 
us.  I  believe  Maine  Is  right,  and  her  adversary 
wrong,  and  nothing  has  sorpri&ed  me  more  ihan 
a  doubt  of  the  right  of  Maine  on  the  treaty  of 
1783.  If  geography  is  right,  if  the  mathematics 
is  right,  then  is  Maine  right  in  this  coiiiroversy 
with  a  foreign  Government;  and  if  the  Executive 
is  as  decided  with  Great  Britain  as  Congress  is  , 
unanimous  on  this  subject,  that  Grovernrn^ni  has 
too  much  of  a  sense  of  justice  much  longer  to  re- 
fuse to  yield.  I  say  this,  that  Maine  may  under- 
stand that  while  my  views  are  snch  as  I  have  ex- 
pressed, I  have  not  a  doubt  of  her  right  to  this 
territory.  And  if,  in  the  further  results  of  this 
matter,  the  rights  of  Maine  shall  still  be  denied  by 
Great  Brjuin,  I  have  nothing  further  to  offer,  ex- 
cept my  aid  in  the  conflict,  and  of  that  Maine  shall 
have  all.  But  I  would  not  enter  into  a  foreign 
war  without  the  exercise  of  our  own  judgment. 

This  high  moral  position  I  desire  this  Govern- 
ment to  assume,  that  we  may  do  jnsiice  to  Great 
Britain.  But  let  not  Maine,  if  New  Brunswick 
withdraw  her  force,  still  persist  in  retaining  her 
force  in  the  disputed  territory;  and  that  is  all  the 
resolniion  asserts,  that  if  Great  Britain  withdraw, 
Maine  is  to  withdraw;  and  further,  that  it  is  to  be 
by  the  common  consent  of  the  whole  people  of 
this  nation  whenever  we  enter  into  a  war.  And  I 
will  say,  as  was  once  said  of  Great  Britain,  let  this 
country  be  but  true  to  herself,  and  let  the  four  cor- 
ners of  the  earth  come,  and  she  will  foil  them.  Sir, 
this  is  no  insult  to  Maine.  The  passions  and  pre- 
judices of  Maine  have  been  aroused  by  the  delays 
of  (Government;  but  all  this  is  to  be  forgotten,  and 
we  are  now  to  act  simply  on  what  is  be/ore  us. 

Mr.  BENTON  was  opposed  to  this  fourih  reso- 
lution reported  by  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Rela- 
tions. He  looked  upon  it  as  involving  both  an  uq- 
consUtntionality  and  an  impossibility.  The  Union 
was  a  unit — a  single  body — and  no  part  of  it  could 
be  struck  without  every  part  feeling  the  blow.  The 
General  Government  w%s  created  for  the  common 
defence,  and  was  charged  with  the  whole  business 
of  our  foreign  relations.  It  is  for  the  Greneral  Go- 
vernment to  settle  all  questions  with  foreign  na- 
tions, and  it  is  to  this  Gk>vernment  that  foreign  na- 
tions must  look  for  the  settlement  of  all  questions. 
They  cannot  deal  with  a  single  State,  neither  ami- 
cably by  negotiation,  nor  hostilely  by  arms.  If 
Maine  does  wrong  to  Great  Britain,  the  application 
for  redress  must  be  to  this  Government.  If  it  be  a 
wrong,  and  this  Gtovemment  does  not  redress  it,  it 
assumes  it  It  makes  the  aggression  of  Maine  its 
own  aggression.  This  is  our  Constitution;  this  is  a 
principal,  and  this  the  main  object  0f  the  Union. 
We  have  formed  a  Union  for  the  common  defence; 
and  the  States  have  submitted  to  that  Union  the  de- 
cision of  all  the  questions  which  the  State  or  their 
citizens  can  have  with  foreign  powers.  The  Con- 
gress is  the  council  of  the  Union;  it  is  bound  to 
take  cognizance  of  the  wrongs  of  every  pan  of  the 
Union,  and  to  decide  upon  every  question.  If  a  State 
is  in  the  wrong  with  respect  to  a  foreign  pow:  r,  it 
must  desist;  if  in  the  right,  it  must  be  sustained.  It 
cannot  be  abandoned  to  a  contest  with  that  foreign 
power.  We  cannot  stand  by,  and  see  that  power  chas- 
tise it!  The  Constitntion  forbids  this.  It  requires  the 
whole  Union  to  give  aid  and  succor  to  each  State. 
While  in  the  Union  it  must  be  defended;  while  in 
the  Union  its  resources  are  in  the  hands  of  the  Fe«  . 
deral  Government;  and  neutrality,  or  i^on-interfe- 
rence,  is  an  impossible  state  for  this  Government. 
^  Impossibte  under  tha  Constitntion— impossible  in 
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point  of  fact.  Impossible  in  poiat  of  fact;  for  the 
revennes  of  the  State  are  in  oar  hands;  her  forts 
and  magazines  are  in  our  hands;  her  sinews  of  war 
are  in  our  hands;  and  before  we  can  be  n^tral,  we 
must  restore  her  rtsourees — we  mast  give  ap  her 
custom-hoases,  forts,  magazines,  and  her  share  of 
the  fleet.  To  retain  these  in  oar  hands  while  she 
combats  naked  and  empty  handed  with  a  foreign 
]k>wer,  will  not  be  neutrality  and  non-interference, 
but  will  be  aid  and  interference  on  the  opposite 
side:  it  will  be  aiding  the  foreign  power  by  disa- 
ibliag  the  State !  The  whole  thing  is  impossible — 
«8  impossible  as  it  would  be  unconstitutional;  and 
the  contingent  inaction  of  this  G^ovemment  in  the 
•case  supposed  in  the  resolution  is  clearly  and  mani- 
festly an  error,  which  cannot  stand  the  lest  of  the 
Constitution  or  of  events.  The  Senate  should  re- 
ject the  resolution.  It  may  lead  to  erroneous  and 
unfortunate  conclusions  abroad,  and  will  not  be 
sanctioned  at  home.  It  may  induce  the  British 
Oovernment  to  suppose  that  a  state  of  things  may 
arise  in  which  they  may  have  to  deal  with  Maine 
alone,  and  to  induce  them  to  act  upon  that  suppo- 
sition. Fatal  to  the  peace  of  the  two  countries 
would  be  that  supposition  and  that  action !  Right 
or  wrong,  Maine  cannot  be  struck  by  the  British ! 
If  she  is  struck,  every  State  in  the  Union  is  struck ! 
Every  one  will  feel  the  blow,  and  every  one  will 
come  to  her  aid.  The  far  West  and  the  extreme 
Sonth  will  feel  the  blow,  and  will  join  in  repelhng 
or  avenging  it.  This  would  be  the  inevitable  re- 
sult. Let  the  resolution,  then,  be  rejecte^l.  Let  the 
Federal  Government  take  charge  of  the  coniro- 
Tersy,  and  proceed  to  settle  it  with  Great  Britain. 
Let  this  Government  do  its  part,  as  the  supreme 
bead  of  the  Confederacy,  and  hold  itself  ready  to 
act  its  part  in  any  consequences  that  may  ensue. 

Mr.  DAVIS  said,  after  reading  this  resolution,  I 
find  myself  disappointed,  and  I  am  not  well  recon- 
ciled to  some  other  parts  of  the  resolutions.  I  am 
reluctant  to  raise  objections  against  them,  because 
I  know  they  were  drawn  up  with  the  best  of  mo- 
tives. 

I  do  not  doubt  that  we  are  to  regard  that  agree- 
ment which  has  been  so  much  spoken  of,  but  I  will 
say  this,  that  that  agreement  was  made  for  a  tem- 
porary purpose,  and  only  to  endure  while  negotia- 
tions were  pending.  I  suppose  it  dtd  exist  by  a  pro- 
position made  on  the  one  side,  and  by  an  accession 
to  that  proposition  on  the  other  side.  I  had  occa- 
sion to  remark  the  other  day,  and  the  documents 
will  show,  that  Great  Britain  declared  the  negotia- 
tion at  an  end,  in  which  our  Secretary  of  State 
concurred.  And  was  net  this  baiigain  then  at  an 
endl  What  is  the  subject  of  the  protocoil  (memo- 
randum.) It  is,  that  Great  Britain  alleges  a  new 
agreement  that  we  deny;  and  we  therefore  propose 
now  to  enter  into  a  new  agreement.  And  what 
good  will  it  do  to  renew  what  was  given  up  by  the 
Executive?  I  can  foresee  no  good  from  it,  and 
there  may  be  evil. 

Bui  this  resolution  is  yet  more  important  and  in- 
volves a  principle  of  higher  consideration.  I  do 
not  view  it  as  others,  in  the  natme  of  a  threat. 
But  I  view  it  as  involving  a  consiiiulional  power 
and  duty  of  this  Government,  and  as  declaring  to 
Maine  and  the  world  that  this  Government  has  the 
right,  In  certain  contingencies,  to  withhold  its  pro- 
tection from  Maine.  Let  us  look  at  it  in  that  im- 
portant aspect.  And  now  what  is  our  constitution- 
al duty?  I  will  read  from  the  Constitution,  in  the 
tenth  sectiom 

t*No  Slate  shall,  without  the  consent  of  Congress,  lay  any 
doty  of  umnage,  keep  troops  or  ships  of  war  in  time  of  peace, 
enter  into  any  agreement  or  compact  with  another  Slate  or  with 
a  foreign  power,  or  engage  in  war,  unless  actually  invaded,  or 
insnch  imminent  danger  av  will  not  admit  of  delay." 

And  now  let  ua  look  at  section  fourth,  of  the  4th 
article: 

*The  United  States  shall  guaranty  to  every  Slate  in  this 
Union  a  republican  form  of  government,  and  shall  protect  each 
of  them  Rjainat  invaemn,  and,  en  applicatioi\of  the  Legislature, 
or  of  (bo  Exeriitive,  (when  the  Legislature  cannot  be  couyeoed,) 
against  domestic  violenre." 

Against  invasion  and  domestic  violence!  Let 
us  suppose  a  caj«,  for  example,  that  the  people  of 
Canada  come  across  the  river  at  Detroit  for  the 
purpose  of  invading  Michigan,  is  there  any  doubt 
of  the  authority  of  Michigan  to  repel  them?  Is  it 
not  within  the  terms  of  the  Constitution  itself  9  No- 
thing is  plainer  than  that  the  State  has  this  power, 
and  it  would  be  ita  duty  to  exeieise  it  even  if  it 


^ere  not  in  the  Constitation.  And  if  all  this  ia  so, 
^^  ia  plain  that  it  ia  the  doty  of  this  Government  not 
Only  to  defend  its  own  rights,  but  to  sustain  the  ju- 
risdiction of  Michigan  as  a  member  of  the  Con- 
iederacy. 

And  now  let  as  look  at  Maine.  The  Senators 
from  Pennsylvania,  Missouri,  and  Kentucky,  de- 
clare that  there  is  not  a  shadow  of  doubt  as  to  the 
right  of  Maine  to  this  territory;  that  the  line  marked 
out  by  the  treaty  is  so  clear  and  evident,  that  there 
cannot  be  a  doubt  on  the  subject  in  the  mind  of 
any  reasonable  man  And  have  we  not  the  autho- 
rity of  this  body  by  a  unanimous  decision  that  such 
is  the  fact?  Whose,  then,  is  this  territory?  )tis 
part  and  parcel  of  the  State  of  Maine  by  the  opi- 
nion of  every  body.  And  what  right,  then,  has 
Great  Britain  to  touch  it?  Is  it  not,  in  fact  and  in 
truth,  an  invasion  of  the  State  of  Maine?  And  are 
you  prepared,  if  Maine  insist  on  what  the  Constitu- 
tion imposes  on  you  as  a  duty  and  an  obligation- 
are  you  prepared  to  say  to  Maine,  Your  territory  is 
not  invaded?  And  when  she  denies  it,  will  jrou  still 
question  whether  she  is  invaded?  Sir,  is  not  your 
answer  already  and  unanimously  made,  that  this 
territory  is  absolutely  a  part  of  Maine?  Than,  the 
only  fact  which  you  can  question  is,  whether  it  is 
invaded,  and,  if  it  is,  then  the  obligation  on  you 
arises  there  to  repel  that  invader.  Admit  all  this 
to  be  true,  and  how,  then,  will  you  come  to  the 
conclusion  arrived  at  in  this  resolution?  How  can 
yon  say  to  Maine,  Forbear;  and,  if  you  will  not 
forbear,  the  United  States  will  withhold  their  power 
from  protecting  you?  Are  you  at  liberty  to  say  so, 
have  you  the  right  to  do  so,  au'f  can  you  do  it 
without  violating  an  obligation  expressly  imposed 
upon  yon  by  this  important  instrument?  You  have 
no  right,  and  you  cannot  do  it.  The  advice  is 
salutary  enough  till  it  reaches  that  point;  but,  when 
you  go  beyond  that,  as  you  would  do  by  this  reso- 
lution, you  violate  your  duty  here,  an»l,  therefore, 
you  have  no  ric^ht  to  pass  such  a  resolution  as  that 

Mr.  PRESTON  said:  I  am  against  striking  out 
this  clause,  and  I  have  risen  to  say  a  few  words  to 
that  effect,  though,  1(1  my  views  were  such  as 
those  of  the  Senator  from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Allkv,]  I 
could  not  |oppose  striking  it  out.  He  insists  that 
Maine  can  do  no  action  that  must  necessarily  in- 
volve us  in  war.  I  believe  that  Maine  can  do  an 
act  in  which  we  arc  not  bound  to  protect  her.  If, 
for  instance,  Maine  should  invado  New  Brunswick, 
defeat  Sir  John  Harvey,  capture  her  men,  and  holtl 
ihem  there,  does  any  man  suppose  that  we  must 
then  go|  to  war,  because  of  Maine  violating  the 
Constitution,  which  forbids  this  course  of  conduct? 
The  Constitution  expressly  denies  this  power  to 
(he  States,  and  if  a  State  causes  war,  I  ask  whether 
that  act  ia  making  war  for  us? 

Mr.  Davis.  Certainly  not,  if  she  herself  makes 
the  invasion. 

Mr.  PassTON.  She  cannot  make  war  for  us  in 
any  way.  She^  cannot;  do  it.  She  may  repel  in- 
vasion, and  in  some  respects  this  is  a  war;  but  it  is 
caused  by  invas'ion;  and  in  such  a  case  a  State  may 
not  only  repel  it,  but  may  call  on  this  Government 
to  repel  it;  and  all  this  may  be  done  without  a  de- 
claration of  war.  But  the  Senator  from  Mas.«a- 
chuseits,  abandoning  this  general  ground,  that  it 
is  impossiMe  for  a  State  to  do  any  thing  which 
must  necessarily  produce  a  war,  comes  to  a  case 
such  as  is  not  before  us.  The  resolution  supposes 
no  invasion  to  be  made.  His  Detroit  case,  there- 
fore, IS  not  a  parallel  at  all.  The  case  of  the  reso- 
lutions is  that  there  is  to  be  no  invasion;  they  sup- 
pose, on  the  contrary,  that  New  Brunswick  is  to 
forbear;  and  then  the  naked  case  is  this,  that  if 
there  is  no  invasion,  and  Maine,  notwithstanding, 
chooses  war,  shall  we  sustain  her? 

But,  says  the  Senator,  avoiding  the  difficulty,  and 
with  another  fundamental  mistake,  shall  not  Maine 
enter  into  the  possession  of  her  undisputed  territo- 
ry, which  the  Senate  accords  to  her  by  a  unani- 
mous decision?  Sir,  the  whole  of  this  is  a  fallacy. 
It  is  net  her  undisputed  territory;  on  the  contrary, 
I,  with  the  resolutions,  and  with  all,  have  declared 
that  it  is  disputed.  It  is  her  rightHil  territory;  but 
is  that  right  undisputed?  Is  it  not,  on  the  contrary, 
the  foundation  of  the  whole  of  these  proceedings 
thai  her  right  to  this  country  is  disputed?  Great 
Britain  claims  it  aa  folly  and  as  bokUy  aa  Maine. 


But  will  yoa,  by  your  example,  put  them  in  the  po- 
sition to  maintain  that  they,  being  sare  as  we  are^ 
have  a  right  to  go  there  aod  maiauin  by  fiMee 
their  poBsession?  We  iMtve  decided,  the  rwht;  b«t 
pending  the  action  on  the  mutual  question,  neither 
we  nor  the  other  party  have  the  right  to  take  pos- 
session of  the  territory.  Maine  has  not  the  rigfal 
to  take  it  It  is  a  question  in  ov  foreign  relatioM^ 
one  that  is  dispnted,  and  the  setllemeDi  of  it  mb 
with  this  Government. 

And  where  is  the  line  that  divides  tu(7  Heae^ 
sa3ra  the  British  negotiator,  and  there,  says  die 
American  negotiator.  And  to  what  are  we  to  ap* 
peal?  There  is  but  one  resource  of  two— war  or 
negotiation;  and  the  proposition  of  the  Senalor 
amoonts  to  this,  that  Maine  ia  to  aay  whether  It 
ahall  be  by  war  or  negotiaiicn.  She  woald  nA  U 
once  into  war,  and  thus  dm  Jy  all  chanee  of  a  a^ 
gptiation.  Bat  will  any  one  9ay  that  alie  has  the 
right?  Will  the  South  ven  're  on  a  question  ef 
this  kind?  A  portion  of  h  r  property  has  beea 
seised  by  the  British,  which  ui^  have  taken  vnder 
a  presumed  power  in  oar  general  relations.  WooM 
it  be  admitted  that  North  Carolina  might  land  a 
force  on  the  island  of  Bermuda,  and  seise  •  thoa 
slaves,  or  that  she  might  make  a  dedarattoa  of  war 
for  this  purpose?  As  far  as  the  miiitary  oecvpa- 
tion  of  this  territory  is  concerned,  Maine  has  as 
more  right  to  it  than  she  has  a  right  to  aaek  Firede- 
rickton^  I  do  not  say  that  it  is  not  neceaaaiy  for 
this  Government  to  get  it  for  her;  but  as  long  aa  it 
is  in  abeyance,  Maine  has  no  more  r^ght  to  lake 
possession  of  it  than  she  has  to  take  pessesBiaii  of 
Frederickton. 

And  now,  how  does  the  matter  stand  in  regard  ta 
this  territory?  The  right,  we  know,  is  in  fifaiae, 
and  we  are  in  the  process  of  establishing  her  tille; 
but  before  we  accomplish  that,  Maine  changes  the 
position  of  the  question,  and  takes  from  ns  a  prara- 
gative  which  belongs  to  us.  By  a  unaniaaoos  vole 
of  this  body,  we  declare  that  the  line  is  beyond  that 
territory.  It  is  there;  and  if  every  indi  of  it  is  to  be 
drawn  in  blood,  it  shall  be  there.  But  by  whose 
power  is  this  to  be  effected?  By  our  own,  into 
whose  hands  these  high  powers  are  committed.  It 
is  not  by  the  blood  of  Maine  that  this  is  to  be  de^ 
cid(Hi,  but  by  my  blood  and  money,  and  hy  ihe 
blood  a  ad  money  of  the  whole  ooontry,  and  we  am 
to  decide  on  the  time  and  the  manner.  Bot  what 
mockery  would  all  this  be,  if  Maine  oonld  dng  as 
into  a  war;  and  with  what  spirit  should  we  go  to 
war,  if  we  were,  or  could  be  dragged  into  it?  We 
have  seen  a  fire  along  the  whole  i^orthem  frontier. 
Suppose  the  case  was  there,  could  Vermont  draw 
us  into  a  war,  when  the  whole  couatry  is  agaiaat  ill 
And  Maine  has  no  more  right  to  march  into  the 
disputed  territory  than  the  Governor  of  Yermoat 
has  to  march  his  troops  into  Canada.  This  resola- 
tion  seems  right,  under  every  aspect  of  the  case. 
Maine  is  tx>und  to  forego  her  proceedings,  and  to 
surrender  her  discretion  to  the  diacreu'on  of  the  Ge^ 
neral  Government.  Let  her,  then,  forlwar  a  little 
longer.  I  concede  that,  if  for  a  series  of  years  we 
should  disregard  her  rights,  then  she  would  havs 
the  right  to  take  the  matter  into  her  own  hands^aad 
be  sovereign  and  indep endent  by  her  own  rigor. 
But  this  is  an  extreme  case.  I  am  anxioos  to  take 
the  case  as  it  is  now  expressly  made,  and  that  it 
this:  there  is  a  dispute  about  this  territory,  and  into 
that  territory  no  foreigner  can  put  his  foot,  and  br 
this  Government  and  by  no  State  power  can  a  di^ 
ferent  state  of  things  exist.  By  the  snpposuiott  of 
a  case.  Great  Britain  is  to  withdraw;  and  she  having 
thus  performed  her  part,  the  question  arises  wlieths 
Maine  may  set  aside  her  part  of  the  agreement. 

Sir,  I  would  be  as  reluctant  as  any  one  ihroagjk- 
out  the  State  of'Maine  to  accede  to  this  resolntioa 
if  I  believed  it  infringed  any  one  of  her  just  righa, 
or  impaired  her  sovereignty.  I  woukl  rather  ge 
to  war  than  infringe  the  Constitntion.  Bot  I  do 
not  believe  that  it  does  so.  I  may  be  asked  why  I 
am  in  favor  of  this  resolution.  It  is  becaQse  the 
war  spirit  is  up.  Britain  has  treated  us  t>adly,  ex- 
tremely so,  and  consequently  the  war  spirit  ai 
abroad.  Maine  is  greatly  excited ;  and  isittaKr 
to  leave  this  matter  to  her,  who  has  receited  Iks 
outrage,  than  to  us  who  are. cooler,  and  to  i 
the  prerogative  of  judging  in  this  eaa 
Shall  she  drawnaon,  or  shall  we  roKoia  hoi 


Itir«  mi. 


APPENDIX  Tit)  TBE  COWGIIESSIONAL  GtOlfeE. 


513 


S5th  CovG«***dD  8e89. 


77^  Maine  Controversy — Mr,  Walker,  Brown,  Rives, 


H>  of  Reps. 


Mr.  WILLIAMS,  of  Maine,  said:  I  wu  a  little 
lorpnsed  at  the  remarks  of  the  Senator  from  South 
OBi«nat,  in  the  early  part  of  bis  speech,  knowing, 
tftIdid,>tkeview8of  that  gentleman  in  regard  to 
SHila  ligkis  find  Stale  sovereignty,  and  I  am  glad 
lo  peiceire  that  before  he  closed  he  was  indaeed  to 
gay  thai  when  a  state  has  suffered  for  a  long  series 
•f  yaan  the  sappressioi^  of  fier  rights,  it  is  her  right 
Md  dely  to  interpose  in  her  own  behalf,  and  be 
idTereign  by  her  own  energies.  And,  now,  what 
is  the  ease  before  n^  This  territory,  ha  admits,  or 
mtedcdares,  is  a  part  tf  the  State  of  Maine,  and 
hcriight  of  possession  is  held  in  saspense.  But  if 
lUiaiida  foreign  Qovernment  liare  a  right  to  take 
oaMhifdof  the  State  of  Maine,- and  say  the  title 
tolt  is  in  suspense,  and  to  say  to  Maine  she  has  no 
right  to  exercise  inrisdietion  OTcr  what  is  acknow- 
lei%ed  by  as  to  be  abeohitely  her  own,  why  have 
they  not  the  right  to  take  the  whole  State,  and  pot 
Maine  in  abeyance  as  to  her  own  identity?  And 
if  Britain  and  the  United  States  should  take  a  fan- 
cy lo  say  the  Penobscot  is  the  boundary,  are  the 
nghls  of  Main^oirer  all  that  territory  suspended  on 
thatacconnt?    Sir,  I  trust  not 

And  what  is  the  actual  case  now  under  conside- 
nukw?  The  territory  of  right  belongs  to  Maine, 
and  an  agreement  is  made  that  she  shall  not  extend 
her  jurisdiction  over  it,  and  then  Maine  is  treated 
as  if  she  had  violated  that  agreement.  But  what 
aie  these  resolotionad  Do  they  not  say  that  in  all 
her  acts,  thuft  far,  she  has  not  violated  the  spirit  of 
any  agreement?  Why,  then,  is  the  conduct  of 
Maine  arraigned,  as  if  she  would  now  revenge  her 
own  wrongsi?  Thus  far  Maine  has  acted  within 
the  spirit  of  that  agreement;  and  why,  then,  not 
leave  her  to  determine  and  to  de  her  own  duty? 
Why  go  on  and  say,  on  a  supposition,  on  a  mere 
presumption,  that  if  she  act  otherwise  than  yon 
prescribe,  you  will  not  then  be  under  obligation  to 
protect  hei?  We  say  that  Maine  has  done,  thus 
far,  trell;  and  why  not  stop  there,  and  leave  her  to 
her  own  booor  and  discretion?  Sir,  I  hope  this 
elaiiae  will  be  stricken  out. 

Mr.  WALKER  said:  I  cannot  bring  my  mind 
to  favor  the  adoption  of  the  entire  resolutions.  I 
cm  not  for  war  unless  it  is  demanded  Wf  the  honor 
of  fhe  country.  I  have  no  objection  to  the  first  parr 
of  this  resolution,  but  to  the  fast  part  I  see  oonsti- 
mtional  objections  which  cannot  be  answered,  and 
I  should  feel  obliged  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Relations  if  they  could  answer  them. 

The  remarkable  case  in  which  a  State  can  call 
on  this  Government  for  protection  is  when  she  is 
xnyaded,  and  it  is  the  duty  of  this  Gk>vemment,  by 
die  Constitution,  to  protect  a  State  under  all  cir- 
cumstances against  invaMon.  And  is  this  Govem- 
xnent  to  determine  when  a  State  shall  enter  into 
possession  of  what  we  have  declared  to  be  a  por- 
tion of  the  territory?  We  have  unanimously  de- 
cided that  the  soil  is  hers.  Whose  is  the  sovereign- 
ty then  over  this  territory?  I  say  it  is  that  of  Maine. 
And  is  it  not  right  that  this  State  sovereignty  should 
be  exercised?  Has  Maine  not  tlie  right  to  the  pos- 
■eesion  of  this  territory?  Or  has  this  Government 
the  right  to  prescribe  the  time  and  circumstances 
under  which  a  State  shall  exercise  the  right  of  sove- 
reignty over  the  whole  of  her  territory?  This  is  not 
lie  qaestion  whether  a  State  has  a  right  to  decide 
iwbat  is  her  territory.  But  when  the  Gtene ral  Go- 
remment  has  decided  that  it  is  her  territory,  has 
liat  General  Grovemment  the  right  to  say  that  she 
aas  not  the  right  to  exercise  jurisdiction  over  that 
srritory? 

Sir,  what  is  the  case?  Maine  is  actually  invaded, 
[Xkd  shall  we  not  repel  that  invasion?  Tt  is  said  this 
exxitory  is  disputed;  but  by  whom?  By  a  foreign 
lower.  And  what  is  the  result  of  the  argument  of 
be  Senator  from  South  Carolina  when  carried  out? 
(  is,  that  although  our  territory  is  invaded,  we  are 
ot  bound  10  repel  that  invasion  if  a  foreign  power 
eny  our  right  in  the  territory.  Sir,  if  that  is  so, 
on  never  can  repel  invasion,  for  the  invaders  will 
^er  deny  yonr  right.  The  territory  is  invaded, 
tad  we  are  told  that  we  are  not  to  perform  our 
>iistitntional  duty  because  a  foreign  power  dis- 
dtes  ear  jurisdiction. 

Maine,  if  she  choose,  may  abandon  the  territory. 
at  has  this  Government  aright,  under  the  Consti- 
Ltion,  to  demand  that  a  sarereign  State  shall  give 


up  the  actual  possession  of  any  portion  of  her  ter- 
ritory? We  have  no  sufeh  right,  and  these  resolu- 
tions cannot  alter  the  Constitution.  Then^  suppose 
that  ^aine  has  taken  actual  possession  of  this  ter- 
ritory, and  refuses  to  abandon  that  possession,  and 
then  suppose  that  Great  Brimin  marches  her  troops 
within  the  limits  of  Maine,  and  makes  war  upon 
the  State,  then  what  do  we  declare  if  we  adopt  this 
resolution?  We  should  have  proclaimed  to  Great 
Britain  and  the  world  that  this  Government  is ''un- 
der no  obligation  to  defend  Maine  in  the  possession 
of  this  territory.  The  resolutions  mean  this  or 
nothing;  and  now  I  ask,  if  Maine  should  reAise  to 
abandon  this  territory,  and  Great  Britain  should 
invade  it,  and  proceed  to  slaughter  our  people,  are 
we,  in  that  case,  under  no  obligation  to  defend  and 
protect  them? 

Mr.  BROWN  said,  with  all  the  reverence  which 
he  had  on  all  occasions  felt  and  cherished  for  the 
rights  of  the  States,  he  corld  not  assent  to  the  doc- 
trines which  had  been  avowed  by  the  Senator  from 
Mississippi  [Mr.  Walkeb.]  He  could  not  sanc- 
tion the  doctrine  that  the  State  of  Maine  had  a 
right  to  lake  possession,  by  military  force,  of  the 
territory  now  in  dispute,  and  which  she  claims  as 
being,  within  her  proper  bonndaries.  Where  the 
limits  of  a  State  have  been  ascertained  and  acknow- 
ledged, the  principle  asserted  was,  beyond  all  doubt, 
correct;  but  when  they  were  in  dispute,  the  case 
was  materially  different.  A  Stale  could  not  settle 
controversies  of  any  kind  with  a  foreign  GK>vem- 
ment,  as  it  was  competent  alone  for  the  General 
Government  to  exerei.'e  that  authority,  to  which 
the  treaty  making  power  belonged,  under  the  Con- 
stitution. The  power  of  settling  controversies  of 
that  kind  had  been  most  wisely  confided  exclusive- 
ly to  the  General  Gkivemment.  If  it  were  left  to 
each  State  whose  territory  borders  on  that  belong- 
ing to  foreign  countries,  and  who  might  happen  to 
have  disputed  bonndaries,  to  withdraw  from  the 
Gkneral  Government  the  power  of  settling  them  by 
treaty,  and  of  taking  the  controversy  into  their  own 
hands,  a  single  member  of  the  Confederacy  would 
haveihe  power  of  involving  the  other  States  in  war 
at  its  pleasure.  He  therefore  considered  the  doc- 
trine contended  for,  utterly  incompatible  with  the 
authority  of  the  General  Government,  to  which  the 
power  of  making  war  and  peace  alone  belongs, 
under  the  Constitution. 

Mr.  B.  said  he  should  vote  for  the  adoption  of  the 
resolutions  reported  by  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Relations,  because  he  believed  they  took  the  true 
view,  not  only  as  to  the  rights  of  the  respective 
parties  to  the  controversy,  but  as  to  the  duties  which 
it  was  incumbent  on  each  to  perform.  Some  ho- 
norable Senators  had  viewed  them  as  not  safll- 
ciently  strong  in  sustaining  the  rights  of  the  State 
of  Maine;  but  he  took  a  very  different  view  of 
them.  The  tllird  resolution  declares  it  the  duty  of 
the  President,  if  the  British  Government  shall  at- 
tempt, by  military  force,  to  exercise  exclasive  juris- 
diction over  the  territory  in  dispute,  to  resist  it  by 
the  whole  military  force  of  the  United  States,  and 
pledges  the  co-operation  of  the  Senate  in  sustaining 
him  lo  that  end.  As  a  correlative  duty,  the  fourth 
resolution  declares  that,  in  the  event  the  British  Go- 
vernment shall  refrain  from  attempting  a  military 
occupation,  the  State  of  Maine  shr)uld,  in  the 
opinion  of  the  Senate,  pursue  a  similar  course  of 
forbearance;  but  should  she  refuse  to  do  so,  and 
determine  to  settle  the  controversy  for  herself,  by 
force,  that  there  will  be  no  obligation  Imposed  on 
the  United  States  to  sustain  her  by  military  aid. 

Mr.  B.  was  opposed  to  striking  out  the  latter  part 
of  the  last  resolution,  as  had  been  proposed.  The 
State  of  Maine  certainly  had  no  right,  during  the 
pendency  of  the  contrfiversy  between  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States  and  Great  Britain,  to  oc- 
cupy the  territory  in  dispute  by  a  military  force, 
except  for  the  single  purpose  of  repelling  invasion. 
If  she  pursued  a  contrary  course,  and  should  choose 
to  undertake  the  seitieaient  of  the  controversy  her- 
self, the  Government  of  the  United  Stales  would  be 
absolved  from  any  obligation  to  sustain  her  in  it. 
To  strike  out  that  part  of  the  resolution,  might  cre- 
ate the  inference  that  she  had  the  right  to  occupy 
the  territory  by  a  military  force,  a  right,  the  exer- 
cise of  which  wonld  inevitablv  lead  to  war.  With 
the  Senator  from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Allsk,]  he  shared  fhl- 


ly  ip  the  wish  to  see  the  rights  of  the  State  of  Maine 
defended,  and  to  the  utmost  protected;  but  he  could 
not  agree  with  him  in  the  sentiment  which  he  had 
just  uttered,  that  he  was  with  her,  "  right  or 
wrong,"  The  maxim  which  the  Senator  had  re- 
peated was  uttered  by  a  gallant  officer  in  the  late 
war,  and  is  the  sentiment  of  loflv  patriotism.  In  a 
state  of  war  it  never  can  be  misapplied.  When 
the  country  is  once  involved  in  war,  no  true  patriot 
will  refuse  to  aid  her,  ''noright  or  wrong;"  but  it 
would  be  a  great  misapplication  of  the  principle  in 
a  state  of  peace  to  make  the  same  declaration.  He 
had  the  utmost  confidence  in  the  patriotism  of  the 
State  of  Maine,  and  did  not  believe  that  she  would 
act  rashly  in  the  present  controversy;  but  if  she 
should  determine  to  occupy  the  territory  in  dispute 
between  her  and  Great  Britain  by  military  ferce^ 
and  decide  to  settle  the  controversy  for  herself,  he 
should  not  be  ready  to  justify  her,  "  righi  or  wrong," 
The  maxim  that  "  he  who  has  his  quarrel  just  is 
doubly  armed,''  is  not  more  u-uly  applicable  to  in- 
dividuals than  to  nations.  Let  us,  in  the  progress 
of  this  controversy,  be  sure  that  every  step  we  take- 
in  it  is  sanctioned  by  prudence  and  justice;  and  if  an 
appeal  to  arms  becomes  unavoidable,  then  we  shall 
be  strengthened  in  the  conflict  not  only  by  a  con- 
sciousness of  the  justice  of  our  cause,  but  by  the  ap- 
probation of  the  nations  of  the  civilized  world. 

Mr.  B.  said  thiit  he  could  not  refrain  from 
noticing  an  observation  of  the  Senator  from  South 
Carolina,  [Mr.  Prkston,]  before  he  had  concluded 
what  he  had  to  say  on  this  subject  That  Sena- 
tor deprecates  the  prevalence,  at  this  time,  of  what 
he  calls  a  war  tpirit  in  our  country.  He  saw 
nothing  to  regret  in  this,  if  it  be  so.  If  it  be  meant 
by  this,  that  the  nation  had  shown  a  just  sensibility 
to  the  national  honor,  he  rejoiced  at  it.  The  high 
spirit  which  the  arrogant  pretensions  of  Great 
Britain  had  called  forth  from  one  part  of  the  ^ 
country  to  the  other,  and  the  readiness  of  every  ' 
portion  of  the  Union  to  share  with  Maine  in  the 
controversy,  was  the  exhibition  of  a  noble  moral 
spectacle,  of  wbich  he  was  proud.  Its  tendency 
was  to  create  a  true  American  and  national  feeling, 
and  to  diminish  the  force  of  those  various  British 
influences  on  our  country,  which  he  regarded  as 
by  far  more  formidable  and  dangerous  to  our  Re- 
publican form  of  Gk}vernmeQt  than  all  others  com- 
bined. He  saw  nothing  in  it  to  regret,  but  every 
thing  to  honor  and  applaud. 

Mr.  B.  would  vote  for  the  whole  of  the  resolu- 
tions, not  because  he  would  surrender  the  right  of 
Maine  or  the  dignity  of  the  United  States,  but  be- 
cause they  would  best  attain  the  great  end  in  view, 
which  was  a  just  and  honorable  termination  of  the  ^ 
negotiation. 

Mr.  RIVES  saidc  It  seems  to  me  that  the  resolu- 
tions would  be  certainly  incomplete  if  we  strike  out 
either  the  whole  or  part  of  the  fourth  resolution. 
The  Senator  from  Maine  has  viewed  this  subject 
under  a  misconception  of  the  true  character  of  the 
controversy.  •  He  asks,  why  say  any  thing  to 
Maine;  why  not  leave  her  to  her  own  honor  and 
discretion?  Sir,  I  hold  that,^hile  almost  the  whole 
of  these  resolutions  are  taken  up  in  asserting  the 
rights  of  Maine,  we  may  be  allowed  to  mtimate  to 
her  what  we  consider  to  be  her  duly  in  relation  to 
those  rights.  Of  the  three  first  resolutions  assert- 
ing the  rights  of  Maine,  the  first  denies  the  right  of 
Britain  to  exclusive  jurisdiction  over  this  territory. 
The  second  declares  that  Maine  is  authorized  to 
expel  trespassers  on  this  territory.  The  third  de- 
clares that,  if  Great  Britain  persist  in  asserting  her 
claim  of  exclusive  jurisdiction  by  a  military  occu- 
tion  of  the  territory^  in  that  ease  the  Utfited  Slates 
are  bound  to  sustain  Maiae,  and  it  will  be  consi- 
dered as  an  invasion,  demanding  of  this  Govern- 
ment to  call  out  the  military  force  of  the  whole 
country  to  repel  it. 

When  we  have  done  all  this  in  the  assertion  of 
the  lights  of  Maine,  shall  we  be  silent  in  closing, 
.  with  respect  to  what  we  consider  her  duty  in  rela- 
tion to  withdrawing  her  military  force?  Call  it 
civil  posse,  or  what  you  please,  shall  we  not  say 
that,  if  Great  Britain  refrain  from  the  forcible 
assertion  of  exclusive  jurisdiction,  we  must  insist 
upon  it  as  a  case  of  duty  in  Maine  to  manifest  like 
forbearance;  and  that,  if  she  will  not  do  so,  there  is 
no  obligation  resting  on  the  United  States  to  sos^ 
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tain  her  by  military  aid?  All  the  argamenis  which 
have  been  brought  against  the  resolation  are 
founded  on  a  misconception  of  its  character.  Gen- 
tlemen put  it  on  the  ground  of  invasion.  But  the 
resolution,  on  the  contrary,  supposes  that  Britain 
will  withdraw,  and,  in  that  case,  if  Maine  refuie  to 
withdraw  also,  this  Government  is  not  bound  to 
sustain  her  by  military  aid.  The  power  of  peace 
and  war  is  lodged  in  the  hands  of  the  National  (Go- 
vernment, and  it  is  not  the  right  of  a  State  to  make 
war  in  spite  of  the  nation.  Maine  has  applied  to 
the  Government  for  defence,  and  ought  to  eipeet 
the  Government  to  prescribe  in  what  manner  and 
under  what  circumstances  that  defence  will  be 
afforded. 

No  one  is  more  ready  than  I  to  declare  the 
rights  of  Maine  to  this  territory,  and  I  am  ready  to 
give  my  utmost  support  in  the  maintenance  of 
those  rights.  But  this  question  is  to  be  decided  by 
Congress,  the  great  arbiter  in  such  cases;  and  it  is 
not  for  Maine  herself  to  decide  it.  And  it  appears 
to  me  that,  if  we  strike  out  the  latter  part  of  this 
resolution,  we  shall  seem  to  acquiesce  in  4he  as- 
sumption that  Maine  is  to  decide  this  question  for 
the  United  States. 

Sir,  Maine,  or  her  representatives  here,  has  mis- 
taken her  remedy.  It  is  yet  a  matter  of  negotiation; 
and  let  all  be  brought  to  bear  that  can  be  made  to 
bear  on  the  British  Government  to  induce  her  to 
hasten  the  negotiation,  and  bring  it  to  some  issue; 
and,  when  that  is  brought  to  an  end  without  suc- 
cess, I  for  one,  shall  be  ready  for  a  formal  declara- 
tioB  of  war,  for  the  purpose  of  sustaining  our 
rights.  And  let  gentlemen  bring  forward  a  pro- 
position declaring  that  this  negotiation  demands 
earnest  and  pressing  efforts  to  bring  it  to  a  close; 
or  let  it  be  a  proposition  for  a  special  mission  for 
that  purpose.  Its  long  pendeacy  is  a  stain  on  the 
character  of  the  country.  But,  till  it  is  terminated, 
I  am  against  the  action  of  one  of  the  States  to  pre- 
cipitate us  into  a  war  with  a  foreign  power.  We 
have  done  every  thing  to  stimulate  the  Executive 
to  hasten  this  negotiation.  I  have  not  learned 
what  has  been  done  in  consequence  of  the  resolu- 
tions of  Congress  at  the  last  session;  and  I  should 
be  glad  to  kno^  why  this  matter  was  not  pressed 
whUe  Canada  was  in  a  state  of  insurrection.  I  da 
not  know  what  has  been  done;  but  if  the  Senator 
from  Maine  will  bring  forward  a  proposition  to 
stimulate  the  Executive,  it  shall  have  my  support, 
or  for  a  special  mission  to  Great  Britain,  using  all 
the  means  to  bring  the  controversy  to  a  definitive 
conclusion;  or  let  it  be  employed  to  submit  to  her  a 
proposition  for  another  arbitration;  and,  if  Britain 
will  not  consent,  then,  on  that  supposition,  let  the 
Senator  bring  forward  and  lay  a  resolution  on  the 
table  that  the  Government  of  the  United  Slates,  and 
DOi  Maine,  shall  occupy  the  territory  by  force. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  said:  Concurring,  Mr.  Presi- 
dent, in  the  general  spirit  of  these  resolutions,  I 
should  be  glad  if  there  could  be  some  modifications 
mhde  in  the  latter  branch  of  the  fourth  and  last,  so 
as  to  insure  for  it  my  own  approbation,  and  I 
should  hope  the  unaDimoos  approbation  of  the 
Senate.  I  cannot  vote  for  it  as  it  now  stands.  I 
must  say  thai,  in  my  opinion,  there  are  well-found- 
ed objections  against  it.  I  concur  with  the  Sena- 
tor from  Missouri  in  thinking  that  its  sentiment  is 
not  constitutional. 

Let  us  see,  sir,  how  this  fourth  resolution  stands. 
Its  words  are, 

RtBolvedy  That  should  tke  Britiah  «aUiorltiM  refralD  from 


au«inpunga  military  occupacioo  of  the  terriiorr  in  dispute, 
and  from  enforcing  their  claim  to  ezolusire  juiisdiction  over  it 
by  arms,  then,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Senate,  the  State  of  Mame 


ought,  on  her  part,  to  pursue  a  course  of  similar  forbearance. 
Aitd  should  »M  1  eftue  to  do  so,  and  determine  to  eettU  the 
controversy  for  herself  by  force,  the  adjustment  of  which  ia 
intrusted  under  the  Constitution  to  the  Federal  Qovemment, 
in  such  an  event  tftere  will  be  noo^dif^a-ion  imposed  on  that 
Chnernment  to  sustain  her  by  military  aid. 

To  tae  latter  part  of  this  resolution  I  entirely  ob- 
ject, li  is  not  fragrant  of  the  true  spirit  of  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States.  It  seems  to 
imply  that,  in  certain  contingencies,  we  shall  leave 
the  State  of  Maine  to  carry  on  a  war  alone  against 
England.  It  says,  that  if  she  shall  not  act  as  we 
recommend,  but  shall  make  use  of  her  own  force, 
we  will  not  aid  her.  But  will  that  fulfil  our  whole 
constitutional  duty)  (Senilemen  say  that  they  will 
not  suffer  all  the  rest  of  the  States  to  be  dragged 
into  a  war  by  Maine.     Very  well;    but,  then, 


neither  must  Maine  herself  be  allowed  to  go  to  war, 
unless  for  reasons  which  shall  induce  this  Govern- 
ment to  go  to  war  also.  We  need  not  re-enaci  the 
Constitution.  We  need  not  declare  that  no  State 
can  make  war  with  a  foreign  nation.  Hostilities, 
commenced  by  a  State,  are  not  lawful  war.  If  a 
State  declare  war,  it  is  still  no  lawful  war,  and  it  is, 
unquestionably,  our  duty  to  repress  all  such  l)osti- 
lities,  uqtil  this  Government  is  at  war  itself.  It  is 
wholly  inadmissible  to  suppose  any  case  whatever, 
however  contingent,  or  however  extreme,  in  which 
we  may  be  quiet  here,  without  dereliction  of  our 
duty,  while  one  of  the  States  is  in  arms  against  a 
foreign  nation.  No  snpposable  or  imaginable 
case  would  allow  such  a  state  of  things.  Yet 
this  seems  to  be  implied,  in  the  last  branch 
of  this  resolution.  Hostilities,  carried  on  by  State 
authority,  are  no  more  lawful  than  irregular  inva- 
sions by  multitudes  of  private  and  unauthorized  in- 
dividuals. Unquestionably  the  duty  of  this  Govern- 
ment is  to  prevent  all  such  occunences. 

We,  therefore,  must  set  out,  in  the  consideration 
of  such  subjects,  with  the  conviction  of  this  truth, 
that  no  State  has  a  right  to  make  war  for  itself  any 
more  than  it  has  to  make  war  for  the  whole  coun- 
try; or,  as  has  been  expressed,  to  drag  the  other 
Slates  into  it. 

These  resolutions  were  of  course  drawn  up  hasti- 
ly, Bs  time  has  been  short. 

Mr.  BuciAHAM.  They  were  not  drawn  up  in  two 
days. 

Mr.  Wkbster.  I  meant  a  compliment  to  the 
committee;  1>ut  if  gentlemen  reject  it,  I  will  take  it 
back.  [Laugh ter.]  There  may  be  a  state  of  things 
by  which  Maine  may  be  involved  in  hostilities;  and 
shall  we  then  keep  hands  off  1  Shall  we  neither  re- 
press those  hostilities,  nor  maks  the  war  our  own, 
but  leave  her  to  fight  out  her  own  quarrel,  in  her 
own  way?  Sir,  what  American  statesman  can 
maintain  such  doctrines?  This  cannot  be.  We 
must  prevent  the  war,  or  carry  it  on  ourselves. 
And  we  cannot  constitutionally  declare  by  a  reso- 
lution that  we  will  or  will  not  give  her  the  military 
aid  of  this  Government.  For  what  is  implied  in 
that?  That  she  may  go  on,  and  make  a  little  war 
of  her  own,  in  which  we  may  or  may  not  take  part, 
as  we  shall  be  advised.  This,  I  repeat,  is  the  con- 
stitutional dnctriae,  fairly  to  be  inferred  from  this 
latter  branch  of  the  resolution;  and  I  again  say, 
that  it  is  a  ductrine  which  I,  for  one,  repudiate  alto- 
gether. Maine  is  not  our  ally;  she  is  part  af  our- 
selves. In  whatever  relates  to  our  foreign  rela- 
tions, she  has  no  capacity  for  separate  action,  and 
can  neither  make  war  nor  make  peace  for  herself. 
If  she  is  invaded,  she  may  repel  that  invasion,  and 
it  will  be  our  duty  to  hasten  to  her  aid  with  all  our 
power,  it  she  be  not  invaded,  the  power  and  the 
duty  of  vindicating  her  rights  against  fereign  nations 
devolve  on  this  Government;  and  she  herself,  in  the 
mean  time,  is  to  keep  the  peace. 

But  I  have  another  objection  to  this  resolation. 
It  seems  to  carry  an  imputation  against  Maine.  It 
implies  that  there  is  reasou  to  fear  that  she  may  vio- 
late her  constitutional  duty.  Now  I  am  not  dis- 
posed thus  to  censure  her  in  advance.  I  will  im- 
pute to  her  no  such  purpose.  Where  is  there  any 
evidence  that  .she  *'tfeltnitinei  to  $eUU  the  conlroemy 
J9T  herself  by  foree,^*  or  that  she  is  likely  lo  come  to 
any  such  determination?  Thus  far,  she  has  made 
no  such  attmpt.  Why,  then,  should  we  rebuke  her 
beforehand?  Why  suppose  a  case,  and  that  a  very 
improbable  one,  for  no  purpose  but  that  of  faying 
that,  should  it  happen,  we  will  reject  her,  and  cast 
her  off?  This  reproach,  in  advance,  is  unnecessa- 
ry and  unjust. 

Why  is  it  not  enough  to  say,  sir,  that  we  will 
support  the  peace  of  the  United  Stales,  thct  we  will 
protect  the  interesit  of  all  the  members  of  the 
Union,  and  vindicate  their  rights  to  the  soil;  that 
when  there  shall  be  a  necessity  for  war,  it  shall  be 
declared  and  waged  by  the  whole  power  of  this 
Government;  bat  that,  while  there  is  peace,  it  shall 
be  maintained  by  this  Gtovemmeni?  Sir,  I  repeat 
again,  that  there  can  be  no  possible  state  of  things 
in  which  this  resolution  would  be  con^^titnttonal 
and  just.  If  there  is  an  invasion  of  Maine,  she 
may  repel  it,  and  we  must  support  her,  and  if 
Maine  invade  her  peaceable  neighbors  with  hoetiie 


forces,  it  is  our  duty  to  be  there  sod  pAveat  nui 
nvasion. 

Sir,  I  concur  cordially  in  the  petceful  spirit  of 
these  resolntionr,  I  would  not  hold  out  eoeootini 
ment  to  acts  which  might  implicate  the  pesoe  ofle 
country.  But  the  eaae  matte  in  this  fourth  looli. 
tiou  is  not  actual;  it  is  all  sappositiooa.  Maine 
has,  as  yet,  done  nothing  which  ought  to  be  icgiii 
ed  as  hostile.  Why,  then,  shall  we  prmme  tm  * 
she  will  not  still  do  her  duty?  It  it  not  i  matitr 
of  proper  respect  to  the  Strfte  to  take  it  for  gnaied 
that,  without  an  admonition  or  arebnke  from  is, 
she  will  confine  herself  lo  those  defensive  laeunni 
which  every  body  knows  she  may  righifiilljeiKw 
cise?  She  has  manifested  no  diapositioa  to  ouii. 
taiiexdnsive  jurisdiction  by  military  oecnpitioBi 
yet  that  is  jtut  the  predicament  in  which  this  too. 
Iniion  supposes  she  may  bereaAer  place  herself;  bat 
why  get  up  a  supposed  case,  in  order  to  chide  ha, 
and  to  threaten  her  with  being  left  to  her  fate)  1 
should  be  glad,  Mr.  President,  to  be  able  to  rote 
for  all  the  resolutions;  but  I  cauiot  vote  for  the 
last,  unless  this  latter  clause  be  strockoat 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  said,  since  these  resohitioBs 
have  been  met  with  extraordinary  objeeiioBs,  I 
will  make  a  few  observations  further.  This  body 
is  truly  the  conservative  body  of  the  eoaDUjiUd 
we  are  not  to  be  deterred,  through  fear  of  girii; 
offence,  from  marching  forward  m  the  eoone  k 
our  duty. 

It  appears  to  me  that  aome  of  the  aigooeuof 
Senatoiw  must  of  necessity  involve  the  omnay  ii 
war;  not  a  war  of  the  whole  country,  b«ta  sir 
brought  on  we  know  not  how  nor  what.  Whil  ii 
the  poajtion  of  the  Senator  from  Mannippltadof 
the  two  Senators  from  Massachnseurf  it  ii,ilii  ^ 
this  is  the  territory  of  Maine,  and  therefore  vein 
to  go  to  war  fonhwith.  They  support  Mtiot  ii 
the  occupation  of  this  territory,  and  let  thatprop»' 
sition  be  adopted  here,  and  the  negotiation  is  ead* 
ed,  and  then  war  is  the  immediate  and  iaeritable 
result. 

But  baa  the  negotiation  endedl  I  admit  ifaM 
has  been  long  delay.  But  has  not  the  BhtiA 
Minister  told  us  that  he  expects  a  speedy  Kttieoot 
of  the  mainnuestioD?  But  if  the  negotlaiios  fan 
ended,  every  Senator  knows  that  war  is  the  iu» 
diate  result  Senators  are  wrong  on  this  9ibpA 
This  disputed  territory  baa  never  been  in  the  f»  ^ 
session  of  Maine.  She  never  held  it.  Thiiltf 
been  a  vexed  question  ever  since  the.tmtf  tf 
1783;  and  since  the  rejection  of  the  award  of  Ae 
King  of  Holland,  it  baa,  on  our  pan,  beea  naier 
the  control  of  the  treaty-making  power  of  ika 
Government,  and  Maine  has  not  the  right  to  ihi 
exclusive  pcMssession  of  the  territpry  any  moieihii 
England.  It  it  withdrawn  from  the  jorisdietkaef 
both  severally,  and  is  under  the  joint  jurisdictioiof 
this  Government  and  England,  for  the  porpose « 
settling  the  controversy.  But  if  this  is  the  lenriwrf 
of  Maine,  and  we  are  at  once  to  maintain  for  htf  - 
its  possession,  then  the  negotiation  is  ended, aid  m 
are  already  in  a  state  of  war^  Maine  has  exptlM 
trespassers,  and  she  did  right  to  that  exienu  Btf 
Senators  now  say  the  negotiation  is  ended,  tbaltkf 
disputed  territory  belongs  to  Maine,  and  thiiw  ; 
are  bound  by  the  Constitution  to  call  foitb  w 
militia  in  defence  of  this  territory.  Sir,  the  Pr»  ; 
.deal,  in  all  this  affair,  has  acted  with  cautioa  iii , 
firmness.  He  sees  the  approaching  stonn.  to 
Maine  all  parties  are  excit^  to  the  higher  m 
and,  if  we  go  there,  they  are  rising  by  hundreds »* 
by  thousands.  _^  - 

It  is  alleged  that  a  force  of  four  or  five  thosasi  - 
men,  under  the  command  of  Sir  John  Haneii^ 
concentrating  at  the  month  of  the  Aroostook,  iv. 
that  he  has  given  notice  to  the  land  agent  f^^j^ 
that  unless  his  men  should  disperae  be  vooU^^ 
them  away;  and  the  hardy  freemen  of  thatSg 
are  rallying  to  the  rescue.  ^All  this  Uie  Preawi 
looks  at  boldly  and  calmly,^  with  a  fixed  diwr««J 
tion  to  support  Maine  against  such  an  aqjastv 
tack;  but  having  l>een  placed  in  a  P^**®**\?  i 
alted  eminence  by  the  people  of  the  whole  co*Mg^ 
where  duty  requires  him  to  stand  above  theeitfjf^ 
feelings  so  natural  to  the  single  State  direci^M^ 
rested  in  the  contest,  and  lo  view  the  qB«tt«** 
its  bearinn  upon  the  whole  Union,  kesawj"^ 
Sir  John  Harvey  should  withdraw  bis  »i«V^ 
wiU  not,  in  that  event,  feel  hii — •'  *"— ^  *•  " 
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I  forces  of  the  United  States  to  the  support  of 
bine,  shoald  she  determine  to  settle  the  contro- 
»y  tor  herself  by  arms. 

Thisierritnry  has  never  been  considered  for  a 
wnraF,  fn)m  1783  till  now,  as  a  part  of  Maine; 
id  vben  we  pledge  ourselves  to  stand  by  Maine  to 
e  death,  is  it  unkind  or  unconsiitutioual  for  us  to 
[opt  the  IsKt  clause  of  the  fourth  resolution?  The 
!9ate  in  that  do  not  say  that,  even  if  Maine 
ould  do  wrong,  a  contingency  might  arise  in 
liieh  we  would  not  rush  to  ber  rescue.  We  could 
It  say  that,  alrhou^h  it  would  have  been  constitu- 
nal  to  do  so.  But  we  want  to  tell  Maine  that 
e  are  not  cinder  a  constitutional  obligation  to  aid 
rifde  take  possession  of  the  disputed  territory 
rher  own  force.  And  we  do  not  require  of  her 
en  a  simultaneous  withdrawal;  but  the  British 
e  to  withdraw  first,  and  we  say,  if  they  do  that, 
\  hope  they  will,  then  we  are  under  no  constitu- 
oal  cbligation  to  8U8*ain  Maine  in  the  possession 
the  territory,  if  she  choose  to  attempt  it  by  force. 
Sir,  much  as  I  deprecate  war,  yet  I  more  dread 
ihonor;  and  if  Sir  John  Harvey  persist  in  carry- 
;  his  threat  into  execution,  the  Senate  pledge 
emselves  to  war.  And  if  we  strike  out  the  fourth 
lolatioo,  and  sencl  the  other  three  to  Maine,  with 
» speeches  ef  the  two  Senators  from  Massachu* 
Its,  and  the  Senator  from  Mississippi,  we  shall 
at  war  before  a  fortnight.  And  if  we  say  to 
use,  with  the  Senator  from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Allen,] 
\  will  support  yon,  right  or  wrong,  sir,  we  shall 
»  be  governed  by  her  impulses,  we  shall  be  led 
iray  by  the  enthusiasm  of  Mains.  For  her  1  am 
spared  to  go  to  war.  But  I  wl^h  to  do  it  under 
9(1  conditions  that  there  can  be  no  dispute  about 
^  JQstice  of  our  cause.  And  I  am  not  willing  to 
idode  this  proceeding  without  expressing  to 
line  our  decision  that  the  question  is  exclusively 
til  us,  and  not  with  her.  As  it  regards  mere  mo- 
ieationsof  the  resolutions,  I  am  in  favor  of 
n  as  far  as  they  can  aid  in  effecting  unanimity. 
i  as  far  as  the  principle  is  concerned — that  the 
stion  is  ours — that  I  cannot  abandon;  and  on 
I J  bad  trusted  and  confidently  hoped  that  we 
nld  have  unanimity  in  the  Senate. 
Hr.  DAVIS  said:  I  will  add  but  a  word  of  cx- 
aaiion.  The  ground  taken  by  the  Senator  from 
insylvauia  represents  me  as  saying  the  negotia- 
» is  at  an  end.  Now,  all  I  desire  is,  that  the 
ipte  may  know  how  and  why  1  said  it.  I  said 
•d  been  at  an  end,  and  it  was  so  declared,  both 
ibk  and  the  British  Government;  but  I  did  not 
(bat  it  could  not  be  renewed.  1  said,  also,  that 
lat  Britain  had  departed  from  the  original  un- 
Manding,  (of  not  extending  jurisdiction,)  be- 
se  she  considered  it  as  no  longer  binding;  and, 
log  still  higher  ground,  she  claimed  for  herself 
sole^  oacupancy  of  the  disputed  territory.  And 
elajm  has  just  been  asserted,  not  only  by  the 
;tsh  Minister  here,  but  by  New  Brunswick;  and 
he  protocol  is  now  proposed  a  new  arrange- 
It.  That  is  the  view  which  I  took  of  the  sub- 
,  and  the  connection  in  which  I  mentioned  it, 
because  this  arrangement  was  gone  beyond  all 
e,  but  that  it  might  be  renewed, 
js  it  regards  the  Ck)n.stitution,  the  difference  be* 
sn  the  Senator  and  myself  is  this:  he  does  not 

II  controvert  the  position  which  I  assumed,  that 
Stale  is  invaded  it  is  then  both  the  right  of  a 
e  to  repel  it,  and  the  duty  of  this  Gk)vernment 
id  in  repelling  it.    Nothing  can  be  clearer  than 

It  is  plain  common  sense.  But  the  difference 
reen  us  is,  that  he  says  Maine  is  not  invaded, 
I  say  it  is,  and  that  is  the  whole  difference  be- 
!D  as.  And  if  he  thinks  that  I  would  justify 
Ae  io  going  out  of  the  territory  to  court  a  con- 
ersy,  he  is  under  a  mistake.  I  spoke  of  her 
t  to  repel  invasion.  And  now,  how  am  I  .an- 
"ed?  Does  any  gentleman  say  that  this  is  not 
erritory  of  IVf  ainel  No,  sir,  not  one.  But  the 
itor  from  Pennsylvania  avoids  this  by  saying 
De  never  had  possession  of  it.  But  is  it  so? 
laj^s  that  the  possession  of  it  has  not  been  held 
t  1783  But  howdoes  this  agree  with  the  facts? 
sacshnsetts  surveyed  the  territory,  laid  out  towns 
I  it,  and  disposed  of  portions  of  it  thirty  years 
as  far  back  as  1806,  exercising  jurisdiction,  as 
ft  ot  the  United  Slates,  over  all  the  wild  terri- 
.  And  now,  can  you  say,  afler  such  acts  as 
t^  thaithaieisandhasbeeanoiarisdietionand 


no  possession?  Such  are  the  facts,  and  such  is.  the 
way  in  which  the  subject  presents  itself  here. 

Mr.  CALHODN  said:  I  will  rt'cail  the  attention 
of  the  Senate  to  the  present  state  of  the  facts,  which 
I  regard  as  most  important  of  A[  at  this  time.  Ii 
is  a  fact  that  Maine  has  now  possession  of  the  dis- 
puted territory;  that  is,  a  part.  It  is  another  fact, 
the  Governor  of  New  Brunswick  threatens  to  re- 
move the  Maine  forces  by  the  British  forces.  And 
now  the  great  object  is  to  relieve  the  country  from 
present  difficulty.  And  where  is  the  difficulty? 
New  Brunswick  feels^  herself  under  orders  to  ex- 
pel the  forces  of  Msine  out  of  the  territory.  Maine 
has  gone  there  merely  to  drive  out  trespassers,  but 
she  cannot  retire  under  this  menace.  This  is  the 
naked  state  of  the  facts,  and,  unless  something  is 
done.  New  Brunswick  will  execute  her  threats.. 
And  what  is  to  be  done  1  This  resolution  is  one 
expedient,  and  it  goes  on  the  ground  that  if  New 
Brunswick  will  attain,  IVJlaine  is'  to  retire.  This 
will  save  Che  honor  of  both  sides.  And  what  is 
proposed  on  the  other  side  ?  To  insist  that  Maine 
has  now  a  right  to  the  possession :  gentlemen  wno 
take  that  ground  intend  war,  and  it  will  come. 
And  what  is  aootheF  view  of  the  subject  taken  by 
one  of  the  Senators  from  Massachusetts,  (Mr. 
Webster?)  It  is,  that  Maine  is  not  to  be  known 
in  this  affair  any  more  than  a  county ;  and  it  inti- 
mates that  this  county  cannot  be  at  the  same  time 
in  the  opposite  relations  of  war  and  peace,  [with 
tht^rincipal  and  subordinates  of  another  power,] 
and  that  we  have  a  right  to  go  and  drive  off  the 
Maine  forces  without  consulting  Maine  at  all. 
know  that  all  this  arises  from  the  Senator's  pecu- 
lar  views,  or  from  his  political  system.  But  we 
differ  on  thesie  points.  And  although  this  is  the 
boundary  of  the  United  States,  and  is  so  of  Maine, 
the  views  of  the  Senator  on  these'  points  must  be 
abhorreiii  to  every  man  who  does  not  agree  with 
him  in  his  peculiar  seniimeRts. 

Sir,  we  must  meet  this  point  of  honor,  [between 
Maine  and  New  Brunswick,]  and  the  committee 
have  done  welt  to  say  that  New  Brunswick  is  to 
withdraw,  and  then  Maine  is  to  withdraw.-  That 
is  the  best  proposition. 

Mr.  YOUNG  now  moved  to  strike  out  the  last 
clause  of  the  4th  resolution,  and  insert  "aud  leave 
the  ultimate  adjustment  of  her  (Maine's)  grie- 
vances to  the  Qovernmeftt  of  the  United  St%tes, 
to  which  it  rightfully  and  oonstitntionally  belonirs*' 

Mr.  CALHOUN.  This  is  judiciously  worded; 
but  it  will  not  reach  the  peint.  We  ask  New 
Brunswick  to  abstain  from  her  avowed  determina- 
tion: andiif  she  does  this,  Maine  ought  to  withdraw. 
I  prefer,  therefore,  the  original  clause  as  it  came 
from  the  committee;  it  is  to  the  point;  and  when  I 
heard  the  substitute  for  it,  I  was  still  more  decided- 
ly in  its  favor;  for,  if  that  does  not  mean  the  same 
thing,  it  means  nothing  at  all.  And  we  had  better 
not  disguise  our  meaning  00  the  point  at  issue;  it  is 
a  point  of  honor,  for  Maine  is  threatened,  and  New 
Brunswick  has  given  the  threat;  so  that  neither  can 
retire  unless  we  interpose.  We  therefore  come 
forwaid,  and,  after  due  deliberation,  we  adopt  the 
views  of  the  Executive  in  this  matter.  Sir,  in  this 
question  is  peace  or  war.  There  is  no  safety  but  in 
adopting  the  views  of  the  committee  in  conjunction 
with  the  opinions  of  the  Executive. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  said:  It  is  easy,  sir,  to  say  that 
any  question  involves  peace  or  war;  and  I  do  not 
know  how  far  any  subject  may  be  circumscribed 
and  narrowed,  if  it  respect  our  foreign  relations, 
and  yef  not  incur  the  charge  of  involving,  by  possi- 
bility, peace  or  war.  But  I  cannot  thii^k  that  on 
the  question  of  this  amendment  to  this  fourth  reso- 
lution hangs  the  great  issue  of  peace  or  war.  The 
gentleman  ciillsonme  for  a  substitute.  I  think 
the  resolutions  sufficiently  expressive  without  the 
last  clause  of  the  4th.  But  if  any  thing  is  needed 
in  place  of  that  clause,  I  think  that  the  clause  pro- 
posed by  the  Senator  from  Illinois  (Mr.  Young)  is 
vastly  preferable  to  the  original  clause,  and  that  it 
may  obtain  the  general  approbation,  and  perhaps 
the  unanimous  vote  of  the  Senate. 

And  what  is  the  difference?  Sir,  it  is  quite  appa- 
rent. The  resolution  now  says  that  if  the  British 
authorities  shall  withdraw  their  troops,  and  Maine 
shall  not  withdraw  hers,  but  undertake  to  settle  the 
coAtroversy  herself,  then  this  Government  will  not 
be  under  obligations  to  sustain  her  by  mUitary 


force.  But  the  clause  proposed  by  the  member 
from  Illinois  leaves  out  all  this,  and  asserts  the  duty 
and  the  power  of  this  Government  over  the  whole 
subject.  The  amendment  of  the  member  from  Illi-* 
nois  proposes  to  add  to  the  first  branch  of  the  reso- 
lution these  words:  "  Leaving  to  the  Government 
of  the  United  States,  to  which  it  properly  belongs, 
the  redress  of  her  grievances.**  And,  i  ask,  which 
reads  most  like  the  Con^itution  of  the  United 
States? 

The  Senator  from  South  Carolina  seems  to  think 
that  this  is  an  infringement  of  i  know  not  what 
right  of  a  State,  and  a  measure  growing  out  of  ny 
own  peculiar  and  singular  views.  Does  he  mean 
that  a  State  has  a  right  to  make  war?  Or,  if  it 
should,  does  he  deny  our  power  and  our  duty  to 
prevent  it? 

Mr.  Calhodm.  There  arc  two  ways  of  prevent- 
ing  it.  One  is  to  invite  Maine  to  retire;  the  other 
is  to  drive  her  off,  which  we  might  do  if  she  is  to  be 
regarded  only  as  a  county.  But,  as  Maine  is  a 
State,  we  have  not  that  right,  although  we 
may  apply  to  her  the  moral  force  of  this  Govern- 
ment. 

Mr.  Webster.  A  moral  force  is  not  political 
power.  We  are  clothed  with  political  power,  which 
it  is  our  duty  to  exercise  on  all  proper  occasions,  as 
well  to  preserve  the  peace  of  the  country  as  to 
maintain  its  rights.  Bui  I  have  not  said  that  Maine 
was  no  more  tlmn  a  county.  All  I  said  was,  that 
we  could  have  no  war  by  States  any  more  than  by 
counties  or  by  multitudes  of  armed  persons,  acting 
without  any  authority  at  all. 

Mr.  Calhoun.    Certainly  not. 

Mr.  Webster.  Then  it  is  our  business  to  pre- 
vent it.  If  there  be  hostilities  not  carried  on  by  the 
authority  of  this  Gh>vernment,  they  are  to  be  sup- 
pressed. I  did  not  say  that  we  were  to  drive  Maine 
out  of  the  Union;  jut  the  reverse.  1  said  that  we 
must  prevent  war,  unless  authorized  by  this  Go- 
vernment, by  such  means  as  the  case  should  call 
for,  when  it  should  happen;  and  that  if  we  cabnot 
prevent  such  war,  then  we  cannot  execute  the  Con- 
stitution. It  is  our  duty — the  duty  of  this  Govern- 
ment, and  of  nobody  else— to  say  when  there  shall 
be  war,  and  when  there  shall  be  peace.  And,  in 
the  next  place,  what  I  have  objected  to  in  the  reso- 
lation  is  the  penalty  which  is  there  hypotheticaliy 
threatened  against  Maine;  a  threat  for  which  I  see 
no  cause  and  no  reason. 

Mr.  CALHOUN.  I  did  not  suppose  that  the 
question  of  war  or  peace  was  involved  in  the  words 
of  the  resolution,  but  in  the  principle  on  which  it  is 
based.  The  resolution  is  better  than  the  amend- 
ment, because  it  bears  more  directly  on  the  point 
ot  honor  at  issue,  and  on  which  turns  the  difficulty. 
And  what  I  mean  to  assert  is,  that  the  military  ocr 
cupation  by  Maine  of  that  territory  is  absolutely 
inconsistent  with  peace. 

Mr.  Williams.  Is  Maine  to  withdraw  her  force 
under  existing  circumstances? 

Mr.  Calhoun.  Certainly  not.  Maine  has  a 
right  to  retain  her  miUtary  force  whih;  she  remains 
under  a  threat. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS.  What  I  wish  to  say  is,  that 
the  military  force  of  Maine  is  now  under  a  threat, 
and  whenever  that  threat  shall  be  withdrawn, 
Maine  can  have  no  inducemem  to  retain  her  mili- 
tary force  in  the  territory;  and  it  was,  therefore,  thai 
I  argued  that  it  was  best  to  leave  Maine,  on  thi^ 
point,  to  her  own  discretion. 

Mr.  CLAY  of  Kentucky  said:  These  resolutions 
were  not  hastily  drawn  up  by  the  committee,  but 
after  a  full  examination  and  consideration  of  the 
subject;  and,  I  must  say,  that  after  all  that  has  been 
said,  I  still  adhere  to  them  as  they  are.  I  believe 
that  pface  depends  on  our  firmness  here  at  Wash- 
ington, and  directed  to  Maine.  Grentlemen  have 
argued  as  if  there  was  an  actual  invasion.  But  if 
it  is  so,  let  them  come  out  boldly  and  propose  a  de- 
claration of  war.  Sir,  there  is  no  invasion,  at  least 
none  such  as  the  Constitution  contemplates  in  the. 
way  of  hostility  to  this  Ghivernment.  When  the 
Constitution  speaks  of  invasion  and  of  the  right  of 
a  State  to  call  on  (his  Government  for  its  repcilsion, 
the  Constitution  means  that  an -unconiro verted,  set- 
tled territory  is  invaded.  But  is  that  now  the  ci^e? 
The  Senator  from  Massachusetts  says  that  this  is 
the  acknowledged  territory  of  Maine.  But,  ac- 
knowledged by  whom?    It  is  by  cue  oC  Uie  parties. 
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And,  BOW,  let  us  suppose  that  Qreat  Britain  is 
equally  nnaoimouR  as  to  her  right  to  the  territory 
as  we  are  to  ours.  Might  not  Britain  then  say  that 
Maint^s  going  into  the  Aroostook  country  was  an 
invasion,  and  that  it  imposed  on  the  British  Go- 
veroment  the  duty  of  repelling  ill  There  are  two 
parties  in  this  controveisy,  and  the  other  party  nay 
he  under  a  conviction  that  the  territory  is  hers,  as 
clear  as  our  «wn.  It  is  in  dispute,  and,  till  (bat  is 
settled,  what  has  taken  place  cannot  he  an  invasion 
which  this  Government  is  hound  to  jepel. 
'  Pot  we  are  asked,  can  a  State  make  warl  Yes 
she  can,  in  fact,  and  I  wish  she  may  not  be  at  war 
at  this  moment.  Can  we  deny  the  fact  that  10,000 
miliiia,  with  arms  in  their  hands,  and  sent  by 
Maine  upon  Frederickton,  would  be  war  upon 
New  Bronswickl  Who  can  deny  it?  It  is  not  a 
constitutional,  legitimate  war,  bat  it  is  war  tpse 
fasiOj  and  it  is  against  that  that  I  wish  the  Legisla- 
ture and  the  country  to  guard.  And  what  is  the 
fact?  Great  Britain  has  not  invaded  this  territory, 
but  Maine  has  invaded  it,  with  all  the  circumstance 
and  pomp  of  war,  really  for  a  civil  purpose,  bat  to 
the  British  it  may  have  appeared  different,  and  as  a 
military  occupation.  She  has  gone  there  with  150 
chosen  men,  under  a  sheriff,  and  with  a  six-pound- 
er. Afterwards,  Sir  John  Harvey  warns  them  to 
break  u]>  and  retire.  Bat  the  Governor  of  Maine 
says  no,  and  the  Legislature  make  a  nnanimons 
call  for  10,000  men,  who  are  now  anembling  in 
sight  almost  of  the  British  force  at  the  mouth  of 
0e  Aroostook.  And  do  we  ,now  resort  to  logic, 
and  think  ii  an  impossibility  iliat  a  State  can  make 
wail    It  is  contrary  to  fact. 

And  what  is  presented  in  the  resolutions?  The 
second  declares  that,  if  the  British  shall,  with  imi- 
litary  force,  enter  the  country  with  a  view  to  its 
occupation  and  exclnsive  jurisdiction,  then  we  will 
consider  it  as  an  invasion.  But  no  such  entry  has 
been  made.  It  has  been  threatened,  but  not  made. 
And  further,  we  say,  if  the  British  forbear,  then 
Maine  also  is  to  forbear;  and  then  we  say,  if  she 
will  not  forbear,  (and  who  wUl  say  that  she  ooght 
not?)  Maine  may  continue  her  military  occupation 
of  the  territory.  And  who  will  say  that  she  is  not 
bound  to  retire?  And  if  she  is  botmd  to  do  so,  are 
we  not  manfully  to  tell  her,  not  that  we  will  not 
come  to  her  succor,  but  simply  forewarn  her,  that 
if  she  refuse  to  withdraw,  then  this  Government  is 
not  bound  by  the  Ck>nstitation  to  aid  and  succor  her? 
And  is  not  this  fair  and  candid?  If  gentlemen  look 
at  this  exasperated  state  of  feeling,  can  they  doubt 
the  danger  of  war?  And  whenever  we  are  in  war, 
I  am  the  last  man  to  have  peace  on  any  other 
ground  than  that  of  the  honor  and  interest  of  the 
country.  But  it  is  proposed  here  simply  to  say  to 
Maine  that  she  ought  to  prepare  to  leave  it  to  this 
Government  to  adjust  and  arrange  this  matter  with 
a  foreign  Government.  And  in  her  present  infu- 
riated state,  is  it  not  necessary  that  you  should  say 
to  her,  If  you  refuse  our  counsels,  and  rush  head- 
long into  war,  you  roust  take  the  consequences, 
and  wc  are  acquitted  of  all  obligation  to  follow  you? 

Sir,  I  trust  the  amendment  will  not  be  adopted, 
either  to  strike  out  any  part  of  this  resolution,  ur  to 
insert  the  clause  proposed.  I  saiw  from  the  first, 
that  if  the  Executive  and  Legislature  would  now 
take  a  bold,  manly  course,  they  might  avert  war. 
I  had  great  uncertainty  in  regard  to  the  Executive; 
bat  as  far  as  I  know,  he  has  acted  with  a  sincere 
purpose  to  preserve  the  peace  of  the  country,  and 
m  this  I  desire  that  all  may  unite. 

Mr.  ALLEN  said,  four  years  ago,  the  President 
recommended  what  were  esteemed  hard  and  harsh 
measures  against  a  foreign  power,  and  all  who  look- 
at  the  strength  of  that  power  said,  if  you  pass  those 
resolutions  you  will  have  war.  But  we  passed 
those  resolutions  notwithstanding  all  that,  and  those 
who  were  most  disposed  to  avoid  them,  neverthe- 
less, when  the  vote  was  taken,  voted  for  them,  and 
the  vole  unanimous,  two  gentlemen  who  were 
against  ihem  at  night  voting  on  the  other  side  the 
next  morning.  And  what  was  the  consequence? 
*We  refused  to  pocket  the  insult,  and  France  paid 
the  money. 

At  the  Ja^t  session,  the  Senate,  by  a  unanimous 
vote,  determined  that  the  right  to  this  territory  was 
in  Maine.  Great  Britain  has  now  18,000  regulars 
and  25,000  Canadians  ^d^Ued  for  the  field;  and 
when  this  is  done,  we  are  dared  with  a  threat.    But 


is  there  any  thing  about  the  question  of  title  to  the 
disputed  territory?  No,  sir;  Great  Britain  has  re- 
fused to  negotiate  on  that  subject.  And  what  do 
we  now  hear?  When  she  has  prepared  her  cannon, 
you  hear  her  for  the  first  time  then  claim  excln- 
sive jurisdiction  over  the  territory;  and  gentlemen 
now  rise  here  and  say  this  is  a  snbordinate  and  un- 
important qacstion.  Sir,  it  is  now  the  only  ques- 
tion. She  has  asserted  that  claim  with  a  threat  of 
force.  That  is.the  condition  of  the  question.  Sir 
John  Harvey  would  not  say  that  he  would  with- 
draw the  trespassers.  They  were  British  sahjeots, 
and  the  object  was  to  maintion  jurisdiction  by  per- 
sonal possession.  And  the  avails  of  the  proceed- 
ing are  to  be  put  to  the  disputed  territory  fund  1 
Britain  intends  that  British  aubjects  shall  hold  per- 
sonal pooession  of  that  territory,  and  she  therefoce 
backs  the  intruders  with  the  whole  force  of  the  em- 
pire to  maintain  her  possession. 

The  vote  was  now  taken  on  the  question  of 
striking  out  the  last  clause  of  the  fourth  resolu- 
tion, and  it  was  deckled  in  the  negative,  by  yeas 
IS,  nays  36. 

The  Prestdemt  said  it  would  be  in  order. 

Mr.  WusTBA  said:  I  move,  then,  sir,  to  strike 
out  the  last  clause  of  this  fourth  resolution,  and 
insert  the  words  proposed  by  the  member  from 
Illinois. 

Mr.  NORVELL  suggested  that  these  words 
might  be  amended,  by  saying  *'  the  vindication  of 
her  rights,**  instead  of  the  '*  redress  of  her  griev- 
ances;'* so  as  to  read,  *'and  leave  the  ultimate 
vindication  of  her  rights  to  the  Government  of  the 
United  Sta^,  to  which  it  rightfully  and  constitu- 
tionally belongs.** 

Mr.  WEBSTER  said  he  Lked  this  change  of 
words,  and  adopted  it  with  pleasure;  and  asked 
to  have  the  whole  resolution  then  read,  in  order 
to  see  how  it  would  stand,  if  thus  amended. 

The  SKcasTART  having  read  the  resolution  as 
proposed  by  Mr.  WsBsrsa  to  be  amended — 

Mr.  W.  said:  There,  sir,  I  can  understand  that; 
it  savors  of  the  true  doctrine,  correctly  describes 
the  duties  of  Maine,  and  our  own  duties;  it  has 
the  spirt  of  the  Constitution  in  it,  and  I  trust  the 
Senate  will  adopt  it  as  it  stands. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  said  this  mollification  would 
change  entirely  the  import  of  the  substitute  pro- 
posed by  Mr.  Young. 

Mr.  WEBSTEIR  thought  otherwise. 

Mr>  LINN  said:  I  can  vote  for  this;  but  if 
blood  has  been  shed,  however  we  may  vote,  the 
very  instant  that  blood  is  drawn  by  command  of 
British  authority,  at  that  instant  we  shall  be  in  a 
state'of  war;  and  I  would  say,  paralized  be  the 
tongue  that  would  say  nay,  and  the  arm  that  would 
not  give  its  aid  to  Maine.  It  is  a  thing,  of  course, 
to  make  patriotic  speeches;  but  any  one  who  knows 
me  will  say  that  I  will  come  np  to  what  I  say  1 
will  do,  and  I  would  go  fiirther  if  I  could.  And 
I  say  again,  that  whatever  we  vote  now,  the  very 
instant  that  blood  is  drawn  by  British  authority, 
that  very  instant  my  voice  shall  be  for  war. 

Sir,  1  look  back  on  the  whole  scene  of  haughti- 
ness and  pride  which  has  been  enacted  upun  us  by 
that  Government,  and  the  impression  from  it  in  no 
way  di5poi«es  me  to  pacific  mcssurss  toward  that 
Government;  and  whenever  there  is  a  doubt 
whether  we  ought  to  have  war^  or  not,  whenever 
such  a  doubt  shall  ariee,  that  decides  me  for  war. 
I  look  back  at  the  insults  and  injuries  which  we 
have  received  from  that  power,  and  which  neither 
I  nor  the  country  have  forgotten,  and  which,  though 
I  am  forgiving,  I  cannot  forget;  and,  in  the  event 
of  acoUision,  however  light,  you  will  find  me  voting 
for  the  extremest  measures.  Ay,  sir,  and  I  look 
forward,  too,  at  the  prospect  of  our  being  sold  to 
Great  Britain  through  the  medium  of  her  stocks. 
I  am  looking  for  the  time  when  we  shall  see  troops 
of  British  noblemen  on  this  side  of  the  Atlantic; 
and  already  in  this  country  is  there  a  passion,  a 
love  growmg  up  for  the  point  and  titles  of  aristo- 
cracy. I  believe,  therefore,  it  is  a  matter  of  policy 
to  place  an  insurmountable  barrier  between  the 
two  countries,  at  least  for  ten  years  to  come. 

The  question  was  now  put  on  Mr.  Wsbstcr^ 
motion  to  strike  out  and  in^iet  t  as  above,  and  it  was 
decided  4n  the. affirmative  by  yeas  34,  nays  31,  aa 
follows: 

YRAS-^Meesrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Clay  of  Alaba- 


ma, Clayton,  Crittenden,  Cnthbert,  btTis,  S 
Hubbard,  Knight,  If  on,  Niehtriai,  RileR,  M 
veil,  Pierce,  PrentiaBfRaRgks,  Smith  of  Gnu 
Ucut,  Walker,  Webster,  White,  Wiilisnso(Ma| 
Williams  of  Mississippi,  Yoqii«— 34. 

NAYS^Messis.  Bsyanl,  Brown, 
Calhoun,  Clay,  of  Keniackr,  Faltoa,  Kisg, 
Merrick,  Morris,  Monlon,  Preston,  RirM,BMi 
Robinson,  Bevier,  Smith  of  Iinliana,  " 
Swift,  Talknadge,  and  Wright— 91. 

The  three  first  leeolutions  of  the  Gombitta 
Foreign  Relations  on  this  snbjeelveietika 
gether,  and  agreed  to  by  yeas  44,  naji  1,  \ 
Rngglea.) 

The  fourth  leaolntion,  modified  as  abow^ 
noanimoudy  at  reed  to. 

Mr.  RU€K3LBS  offered  ai  a  fifih  Rsolotioi 
declaration  that  the  great  and  accoantabk 
tination  in  settling  this  question  was  a  obr 
much  regret,  and  that  this  Goveromfot  ovrditi 
the  United  States  and  to  Maine  to  leqoiie  ilri 
mediate  adjustment. 

On  the  eall  of  Mr.  Nilbs,  the  rooiaiiwi 
Congress  at  the  last  session  on  this  sabjeet 
read,  and  appeared  so  strong  and  dedsiTe(o 
for  an  immedSaft  adjnsnnentof  the  ^eaifla) 
Mr.  DAVIS  withdrew  his  proposition,  ■ 
likely  to  give  any  additional  force  to  the  ii 
tion. 

In  a  report  of  the  proceedmgsin  theSeBife( 
Maine  Boundary jCldestion, published  iaihei 
Qlobe  of  the  9th  insiant,  the  lemarhi  of  Ma 
CHANiN,  With  several  others,  were  copied  f 
Intelligencer.    The  following  note  to  &e 
of  that  paper,  making  some  cometiois, 
us  at  the  time: 

TO  THE  BDrrOBS. 
Lancaster,  March  SS, 

GBint.KB9EN:  There  in  ont  error  in  the  li 
the  debate  in  the  Senate  en  the  night  of  Ih 
sunt,  on  the  subject  of  the  Maine  coat    _ 
which  appeared  in  the  tri-weekly  IntelliMj 
Tuesday  last,  of  sufficient  importaDCc » *^ 
correction  from  me.  I  am  made  tosay,ittih 
column  of  the  fourth  page,  wbw  speikng 
proceedings  on  our  Northeastern  frofttiff,il 
this  the  President  looks  at  boldly  nod  WW 
an  exaUed  eminenee,  abwe  ike  yeefeigi  f  *» 
try,"  Ac  Ac,  Now,  I  certainly  nefer  a«^ 
conld  have  used,  such  an  absurd  dPW"* 
easiest  mode  of  correction  is  to  state  flier" 
of  what  I  did  say,  which  is  as  follows 

[The  paragraph,  as  cortcclcd,  is  giitt 
foregoing  debate.] 

I  might  make  some  other  oorrectioBs,^ 
that  1  did  not  say  that  the  boundary  qoesii* 
been  a    vexed    qnestioo    ever  since  tte"^ 
1783,"  and  that  "this  territory  had  ncrer 
sidered  for  a  moment,  from  1783  liH  now,t»| 
of  Maine;"  having  endeavored  to  pronv 
think  successfully,  in  a  re  pott  to  ^^ 
former  occasion,  that  it  did  not  even  w^ 
qoestion  at  all,  until  the  confcieneeB 
ceded  the  treaty  of  Qhent;  but  I  {ortear»i 
you  further.  .^-g 

I  make  these  corrections  in  no  ipiiitfliw 
against  the  reporter;  on  the  contrary,  «■ 
the  lateness  of  the  bouraud  the  J******! 
his  aeeteh  is  more  aocuraiethin  conld  w 
reasonably  expected.  - 

Yours,  very  rwp^WB^ 
JAMBS  BUCfliw 


SPEECH  OF  MR.  BRI66i 
Of  Massachusbtts, 
Jn  (As  House  qf  Rq^reMentatPfU,  fiinmi}*^ 
The  House  having  under  considewwn 
tion  to  recommit  the  report  of  ^^ 
Ways  and  Means  on  the  stale  of  «^ 
Mr.  BRIGGS  said  he  should  v$r 
time  risen,  bat  for  some  reinaiiB 
from  the  honorable  gentlem^  fty^ 
.  [Wr.  Rn^TT], ip^aj^w  ^  iiTOfu 
Ueman  from  Soath  Carolina  yateBHfi 
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mt]  vhich  were,  indeed,  bat  a  contmaation  of  ob* 
pratioiis  of  the  saiae  kind  from  the  same  qaai- 
g»  Thegeotleman  (Mr.  R.)  had  harped  apoii 
ptarilf  and  compromise  bill,  and  had  declared, 
fnh  maeh  solemnity,  that  he  should  not  violate  iu 
fhjt  who  Ulked,  or  who  had  talked  of  violaiing 
\  Who  asked  for  any  revision  of  the  tariff?  Why 
ne  these  gentlemen  so  coniinaally  harping  on 
at  string?  Was  that  portion  of  the  Union  so 
leply  interested  in  violating  the  compromise?  He 
id  supposed  it  was  the  people  of  a  different  por- 
Mi  of  the  country  that  had  the  deepest  interest  in 
|ch  a  measure;  yet  they  asked  for  no  such  thinsr. 
k  gentleman  spoke  of  the  great  relnctance  with 
kich  he  khould  violate  the  compromise,  yet  he 
pew  out  remarks  which  very  plainly  showed  that 
i  woold  be  vt:ry  glad  if  it  were  violated.  The 
•Dtleman  had  said  there  were  two  ways  in  which 
is  might  be  done:  the  one  was  by  direct  legisla- 
JMt  increasing  the  rate  of  duties;  the  other,  by  such 
oravagant  expenditure  as  would  create  a  public 
Ibt. 

The  first  of  the  two  gentlemen  from  South  Ca- 
ilina,  [Mr.  P.]  had  aommenced  his  speech  by 
irmly  comphmenting  the  frank  and  open  course 
fihe  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  over  the  w.ay, 
|b.  BiooLv*]  He  had  expressed  the  liveliest  sa- 
Hietion  at  it;  had  considered  the  question  as  one 
ftital  importance,  and  had  called  on  the  country 
^vimeastiiat  gentleman '8  coarse  in  regard  to  it. 
Iiy  one  jost  entering  the  House  would  suppose 
"some  great  and  leading  measure  had  been 
by  one  of  the  parties  here;  but  what  did  the 
ity  aflkit  turn  out  to  bel  Why,  sir,  the  Com- 
of  Ways  and  Means  bad  made  a  report  on 
inancet,  and,  finding  ihey  had  fallen  into  an 
of  fact,  the  chairman  made  a  motion  to  coiv 
that  error.  The  gentleman  from  Pennsylva- 
i^  soppofliBg  he  had  detected  other  Irrors,  moved 
i  recommit  the  report,  that  they  might  correct  any 
toes  it  oontained  f  Yet  the  gentleman  declared, 
M  own  emphatic  manner,  that  here  was  an  is- 
)l4)f  the  most  intense  interest,  and  be  called  upon 
Iparty  with  whom  he  has  recently  united  himself, 
K^y,  and  to  vole  a|ainst  tl^is  terrible  motion  to 
pninit.  It  had  ofien  been  said  that  new  con- 
weie  usually  the  most  zealous  of  their  sect; 
diis  might  possibly  account  for  the  burning 
of  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  in  form- 
Ihis  new  issue«  fo  which  he  attached  such  vast 
It  was  certainly  most  singular !  Was 
any  great  principle  to  contend  abouti  Mr.  B. 
perceive  none.  But  the  issue  was,  at  all 
to  be  made.  The  gentleman  looked  beyond 
it  question  before  the  House,  and  insisted  that 
i  true  question  now  was,  whether  the  existing 
kavagance  was  to  continue,  or  a  wholesome  re- 
!m  was  to  take  its  place.  The  gentleman  pla<xd 
( hopes  of  reform  upon  his  new  friends.  But, 
ihe  forgotten  that  the  same  party  on  whom  he 
W  relied  had  voted  enormous  sums  for  purposes 
in  which,  it  was  now  proposed  te  withhold 
tt  the  ordinary  appropriations?  Had  they  not 
led  on  the  I>q)artments  from  day   to   day   to 

I  whether  they  could  not  conveniently  spend 
ftw  thousands  more  on  this  object,  and 
kw  thousands  more  on  that?  Had  they  not,  in 
le  cases,  made  double  appropriations  1  Had  the 
bteman  fotgotten  the  determined  resistance 
f  had  made  to  the  distribution  of  the  surplus  re- 
Uif?  and,  when  all  the  Departments  were  aU- 
lltdy  gorged  until  they  were  in  danger  of  burst- 
ffrom  plethora,  had  they  not  held  on  to  the 
Mley  to  the  very  last,  with  the  grasp  of  a  dying 
itrX  Tiie  gentleman  ought  not  to  pass  over 
le  tnings.  He  gave  notice  to  the'countiy,  and 
teied  t^e  efl-repeated  note  of  alarm,  and  wam- 
die  House  and  me  natioii  that,  if  it  should  be  at- 
ipted  to  re-enfoTce  a  protecting  tariff,  the  attempt 
ttid  sorely  result  in  the  dissokilion  of  the  Union. 
bat  occasion  was  there  for  all  ttiis?  Why 
fQld  the  gentleman,  on  this  occasion,  repeat  that 
b  of  terror  and  alarm,  and  in  an  octave  higher 

II  at  former  rehearsals?  Nobody  proposed  to 
hub  ilie  compromise  here,  although  elsewhere 
|i  a  thing  had  been^  suggested;  but  by  none  of 
[party  with  whom  Mr.  B.  was  in  the  habit  of 
Kgj  by  none  of  thosis  who  wei«  most  interested 
riaeli  measttfe  Aonld  aiiooe«d. 


.  Mr.  B.  said  he  had  been  particularly  impressed 
by  the  remarks  of  the  gentleman  from  Sooth 
Carolina,  when  protesting  against  a  revision  of  the 
tariff  as  unconstitutional.  And  he  had  been  led  to 
contrast  the  views  now  expressed  by  that  gentle^ 
mai\  with  those  avowed  and  maintained  by  other 
leading  gentlemen  from  his  own  State  at  another 
time.  The  gentleman^;  colleague,  who  had  last  ad- 
drested  the  House,  [Mr.  Rbett,]  had  made  the  ex- 
traordinary assertion  that  the  first  law  avowedly 
passed  with  a  view  to  protection  had  been  enacted 
in  1820,  and  that  the  ^stem  had  not  been  consum- 
mated till  1824.  The  remark  was  surprising.  In 
1816  Mr.  B.  found  on  record  a  speech  delivered 
by  a  very  distinguished  gentleman  from  the  State 
of  South  Carolina,  an  authority  to  which  the  gen- 
tleman in  particular  would  not  object,  he  meant 
John  C.  Calhoun,  which  was  perfectly  clear  and 
decided  in  maintaining  the  propriety  of  enacting 
duties  expressly  with  a  view  to  protection.  That 
gentleman  had  then  been  a  member  of  ihi»  House, 
and  bad  delivered  a  most  lucid  and  convincing 
speech  in  favor  of  duties  for  protection  and  of  inter- 
nal improvement  by  the  General  Government,  and 
had  maintained  that  both  measures  were  calculated 
to  bind  the  Union  together  in  the  strongest  bonds. 
Nay,  so  far  did  he  go  as  to  advocate  a  principle 
now  denounced  as  odious  and  abominable — the  ex- 
pediency of  the  intmmtiai:  it  was  contended  for 
both  by  John  C.  Calhoun  and  William  Lowndes, 
both  of  them  the  bold  and  fearless  advocates  of  a 
proucting  tariff.  Had  there  ever  been  a  single 
E^csident  of  the  United  States,  from  the  days  of 
Washington  to  this  hour,  who  had  not  declared  in 
favor  of  the  principles  of  protection?  Never  one. 
"niere  was  no  exception,  from  President  Washing- 
ton to  President  Jackson.  In  one  of  General  Jack- 
son^ State  papers,  there  was  to  be  found  a  most 
explicit  and  labored  defence  of  a  protecting  tariff. 
And  further:  the  man  who,  above  all  others,  had 
ever  been  the  idol  of  the  South  Carolina  party— he 
meant  Mr.  Jefferson — had  used  language  the 
strongest  of  all  in  favor  of  the  protective  policy. 
That  statesman  spoke  not  merely  of  duties  for  pro- 
tection, but  duties  o(freteUion.  In  1816,  when  the 
Suite  of  South  Carolina  had  been  the  warm  advo- 
cate of  a  protective  uriff,  and  the  State  of  Maasa- 
chnseUa  had  been  opposed  to  it — ^it  was  in  that 
year  that  Mr.  Jefferson,  in  hia  famous  letter  to  Ben- 
jamin Austin,  of  Boston,  advocated  a  protective  tar 
riff,  and  said  that  the  opposition  to  it  came  ttom 
*<the  Federal  aristocrats  of  the  East.**  Then  it  was 
that  Mr.  Jcffeison  had  maintained  that  the  mana« 
facrarer  ought  to  be  placed  by  the  side  of  tl^e  mer- 
chant and  the  farmer,  and  had  predicted  that  the 
country  never  would  flotirish  and  develop  all  its 
enciigies  till  that  was  done.  Gentlemen  were  mis- 
taken if  they  thought  to  make  the  people  believe 
that  the  tariff  was  an  odious  AbrCAcm  measure. 
Not  only  the  tariff,  but  internal  improvements, 
now   so   totally   denounced,    were    of  Sauthim 

origin.         

Mr.  RHETT  here  interpoeed.  He  was  per- 
fectly aware  of  all  that.  But  the  gentle- 
man might  save  himself  the  trouble  of  re- 
fe«ing  to  what  gentlemen  from  South  Caroli- 
na had  said  on  those  subjects.  Mr.  R.  did  not  care 
one  farthing  what  they  had  said,  or  whether  they 
had  advocated  a  tariff  or  no.  He  had  his  own  opi- 
nions, and  these  he  should  continue  to  hold  and  to 
avow,  though  Mr.  Jefferson,  and  Mr.  Lowndes, 
and  Mr.  Calheun,  and  all  the  South  Carolina  dele- 
gation, ay,  and  Andrew  Jackson  to  boot,  had  held 
opinions  diametrically  opposite. 

[At  this  point  of  the  debate  the  morning  hour  ex- 
pired, and  the  subject  lay  over  till  the  next  day.] 

TuKSDAT,  February  9, 1839. 
The  same  subject  being  under  consideration- 
Mr.  BRIGG8  said  that  at  the  moment  when  the 
hoax  had  expired  the  other  morning,  he  had  been 
infnmipted  in  his  remarks  by  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina.  I  was  proceeding  to  show,  (con- 
tinued Mr.  B.)  in  answer  to  certain  statements 
which  had  been  made  here  by  the  two  gentlemen 
from  South  Carolina,  that  this  principle  of  the  ta- 
riff was  not,  as  had  been  represented  in  that  quar- 
ter, a  thing  of  Northern  origin.  I  mentioned  seve- 
Htt  distingoishid  |;«Atkmen  fiom  the  South  whose 


opinions  in  favor  of  a  protective  tariff  and  of  inter- 
nal improvements  were  on  record.  The  gentleman 
who  interrupted  me  said  that  he  cared  not  for  ih68e 
opiaiuns— that  he  diiiegarded  them  entirely,  and 
he  beemed  to  treat  that  with  lofly  scorn  the  opinions 
of  such  men  as  William  Lowode.%  John  C.  Cal- 
ou  n,  Robert  Y.  Hayne,  Thomas  Jefferton,  ay,  sir, 
and  even  Andrew  Jackson.  This  may  he  all  so. 
The  gentleman  may  hold  these  opinions  in  li^ht 
estimation,  but  tl)at  does  tiot  alter  the  fact.  The 
opinions  of  the  distinguished  statesmen  to  whom  I 
have  alluded  are  upon  record,  and  the  gentleman 
cannot  nullify  or  expunge  them.  They  are  writ- 
ten down  by  the  pen  of  history,  and  whatever  may 
be  the  course  of  things  hereafter,  there  they  will 
stand.  The  gentleman  intimated  that  it  was  im- 
proper to  refer  to  such  opinions  in  this  way.  They 
were  referred  to  by  him  in  no  spirit  of  disrespect  to 
the  gentleman  who  entertained  such  opinions,  for 
he  respected  them  all,  although  probably  some  of 
them  might  have  changed  ibeir  views.  But  when 
gentlemen  coming  from  the  same  quarter  of  the 
Union  and  the  same  State  rise  and  avow  opinions 
directly  opposite,  and  charge  upon  the  members 
from  other  sections  of  the  Union  the  introduction 
and  support  of  a  system  which  they  say  operates 
unjustly,  which  is  a  system  of  oppression  and  fraud, 
is  it  inappropriate  lor  the  latter  lo  allude  to  the 
opinions  coming  from  the  same  section  of  country 
as  those  who  prefer  such  charges?  #  Suppose  they 
are  right.  Should  it  not  rather  lead  to  forbearance 
in  their  minds  towards  us,  that  the  system  origina- 
ted with  them  and  not  with  usi 

But,  air,  the  allusion  to  these  opinions  is  correct 
and  proper  in  another  point  of  view.  The  gentle- 
man fh>m  South  Caroliim  who  last  spoke  declared, 
with  all  apparent  seriousness,  and  with  his  usual 
ardor,  that  the  principle  of  a  protective  tariff  was 
never  recognised  until  the  year  1830,  when  it  was 
applied  to  the  article  of  iron.  Now,  was  it  nut 
proper  for  me  to  show  that  this  great  principle  had 
been  discussed  4it  an  earlier  period?  I  alluded  to 
these  opinions  not  only  as  regarded  the  subject  of 
the  tariff,  bnt  also  that  of  internal  iiopEovcment. 
And,  in  addition  to  the  names  I  have  m«*ntioned,  I 
give  the  zf&me  of  another  distinguished  gentleman 
from  South  Carolina  who  advocated  internal  im- 
provements, and  who  advocated^  amongst  others, 
that  which  has  been  denounced  as  being  worst  of 
all  of  them— the  Cumberland  road  bill.  I  allude 
to  George  McDuffie,  who,  with  all  the  powers  of 
his  great  mind,  advocated  appropriations  fur  that 
work  and  for  others.  This  very  Cumberland  road 
originated  with  the  Administration  of  Mr.  Jeffer- 
son, and  received  the  sanction  of  his  signature. 

I  will  now  advert  briefly  to  extracts  from  messa- 
ges of  the  several  Presidents  of  the  United  States, 
beginning  with  the  message  of  George  Washington, 
in  the  year  1796.    He  says: 

'*CoDgrM8  have  repeatedly,  and  not  without  aucceflo,  direct- 
ed their  atieotion  to  the  encourageroeot  of  Jomeaiic  manwfac* 


turea.      The  object  la  ofioo  great  conaequeoce  not  to  insuie  a 
coodniiance  of  their  €""  ...... 

elieible." 


r  effotta  in  every  way  which  ahaU  appear 


This  (continued  Mr.  B.)  is  the  opinion  expressed 
by  that  great  man  so  far  back  as  the  year  1796: 
and  yet  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  tells  us 
that  the  principle  of  protection  was  not  recognised 
until  the  year  1830. 

Well,  sir,  what  further^  In  the  year  1806,  at  a 
time  when  there  was  a  lar^"*  amount  of  money 
flowing  into  the  Treasury,  M  ,.  Jefferson,  speaking 
of  the  manner  in  which  the  surplus  should  be  dis- 
posed of,  asks: 

'H3hall  we  sapprcM  the  impoatf  and  give  that  advantage  to 
foreign  orer  domeatic  manufactureal" 

Again:  in  the  year  1808,  Mr.  Jefferson  holds  the 
following  language,  and  I  call  the  particular  atten- 
tion of  my  Southern  friends  to  this  extract: 

"The  aiiuation  into  which  we  have  been  forced  haa  impel- 
led  ua  to  apply  a  portion  of  our  industry  and  capital  to  Iniemal 
nanufacturee  and  improvemenla.  The  extent  of  this  coDTic^ 
tjonifldaily  increaaing,  andlUtledoabtremaina  that  tlie  eau* 
biiahmeniii  formed  and  foriniog  will,  under  the  auapicea  of 
cheaper  niaienala  and  eubeintenco,  the  freedom  of  labor  from 
taxation  with  ua,  and  of  protecting  dutlea  and  prohihitiona,  be- 
come  permanent." 

And  yet  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  had 
learned  from  the  history  of  this  protective  principle 
that  it  never  was  recognised  by  this  Government 
imiil  the  year  1820,  when  it  was  applied  to  iron. 

President  Madison,  in  the  year  1809,  says: 

"It  will  be  worthy  of  their  Juat  and  provident  care  u>  maka 
■uch  further  alieidUoos  in  the  lavs  as  wUl  mora  eap^cially  foa« 
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*  terand  proteci  the  aereral  braoches  of  manafacturM  which 
have  been  recently  insiiiuted  or  extended  by  this  laudable  exer* 
tlons  of  our  ciiixeoa."  « 

Thus  it  appears  (continued  Mr.  B.)  that  this  sys- 
tem now  denounced  in  the  broadest  term.s  by  the 
two  gf  allemen.from  South  Carolina — and  I  notice 
this  merely  by'  way  of  defence — this  very  princi- 
ple, I  say,  has  been  recognised  from  the  establish- 
ment of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States;  has 
been  recommended  and  from  time  to  time  pressed 
on  the  consideration  of  Congress  by  the  distinguish- 
ed citizens  of  the  South  who  have  presided  over 
the  destinies  of  this  country.  This,  in  connection 
with  the  fact  stated  the  other  day  by  the  gentleman 
i>om  Pennsylvania,  [Mr.  Biddlb,]  that  the  pream- 
ble of  the  second  act  passed  under  the  Constitution 
declares  it  to  be  necessary  for  the  support  of  Gk>- 
vernment,[and  forfthe  encouragement  and  protection 
of  manufactures,  that  duties  be  laid,  shows  most 
clearly  what  ^ave  been  the  opinions  of  statesmen 
from  the  southern  portion  of  this  Confederacy.  Yet 
gentlemen  rise  up  on  this  floor  again  and  again, 
and  deLounce  the  system  as  having  originated  with 
one  section  of  the  Union,  and  founded  in  oppression 
and  fraud. 

The  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  [Mr. 
Pickens]  talked  about  an  effort  to  burn  this  prin- 
ciple of  protection  into  the  Constitution.  To  burn 
it  into  the  Constitution !  No,  sir.  It  is  more  deep- 
ly fixed  in  that  instrument.  It  was  engrafted  by 
men  who  framed  that  Constitution,  and  they  give 
their  opinions  in  the  preamble  of  the  act  to  which  I 
have  alluded. 

But,  fir,  the  matter  does  not  rest  here.  So  far 
back  as  the  year  1808,  it  was  a  favorite  and  popu- 
lar topic  in  the  SoDth---in  the  Old  Dominion  it  was 
so.  You  will  find  that  the  subject  of  protection  to 
manufactures  was  a  popular  subject  at  fourth  of 
July  celebrations,  and  at  other  public  meetings,  in 
the  State  of  Virginia. 

Amongst  other  things  of  a  very  patriotic  nature, 
we  find  the  following  extract  from  an  address  is- 
sued at  Richmond,  Virginia,  in  1808,  and  signed 
by  Wm.  H.  Cabell,  W.  Wirt,  Wm.  Fouchee,  sen. 
Peyton  Randolph,  and  Thomas  Ritchie: 

"  Perhape  it  is  do  wild  mppoaition  to  cooceive  that  even  if 
the  preeent  aUacka  upon  oar  trade  should  blow  over,  Congress 
mar  adopt  the  policy  af  encouraging  our  manufactures  by  rather 
higher  duties  on  imported  articles  of  Europe.  To  keep  our- 
selves from  being  alMgetber  dependent  on  Europe  for  our 
clothing,  Congress  Yiiay  adopt  this  course  if  they  should  disco- 
rer,  from  experience  of  the  intermediate  time,  that  we  hare 
really  the  inclination  and  the  spirit  to  clothe  ourselves." 

Thus,  (Mr.  B  continued,)  in  the  year  1808  was 
the  sentiment  promulgated  to  the  people  of  Viit^inia, 
by  a  committee  of  citizens  formed  to  take  into  con- 
sideration this  identical  subject;  and,  amongst  the 
number,  was  the  venerable  editor  of  the  Richmond 
Enquirer,  who  now,  I  believe,  is  not  so  much  devo- 
ted to  the  American  System.  But  I  will  not  tres- 
pass further  in  allusion  to  this  part  of  the  subject. 
I  said  before  that,  my  remarks  on  this  point  were 
not  made  with  a  view  to  re-agitate  the  question  of 
tariff. 

Mr.  Dromooole  here  rose  and  explained  that  the 
opinions  which  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts 
[Mr.  Briogs]  had  indicated  were  not  the  opiniotis  of 
the  people  of  Virginia. 

Mr.  Brigos  continued.  I  have  not  stated  this  to 
be  the  opiffion  of  Virginia  at  this  day.  I  have 
spoken  of  past  times— of  that  period  when  gentle- 
men, coming  from  the  same  section  of  country  as 
those  now  most  opposed  to  the  protective  ^ystem, 
were  in  favor  of  it — of  those  days  to  which  they  al- 
lude as  being  the  golden  days  of  this  Republic— of  ^ 
those  days  when  pure  American  principles  prevail- 
ed through  the  land — of  those  days  when  Jefferson 
and  his  compatriots  guided  the  destinies  of  the  Re- 
public; and  I  allude  to  sho9e  times  and  to  those  men 
to  show  that  the  great  principles  of  protection  and 
internal  improvement  were  the  great  Republican 
principles  of  that  day.  Sir,  they  are  so  now;  and 
however  it  may  suit  political  or  party  purposes  to 
raise  a  cry  out  against  them,  they  will  continue  to 
be  so  whilst  the  pillars  of  the  Constitution  shall 
stand  firm  on  their  deep  foundations. 

But,  sir,  connected  with  this  outcry,  is  the  kin- 
dred charge  of  extravagance  of  appropriations. 
And  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  [Mr. 
PiCKXNs]  rallies  his  new  friends,  and  bids  them 
come  to  the  rescue  to  save  the  Government  from 
the  consequences  of  th^se  extravagant  expenditures. 


And  he  has  been  so  magnanimous  as  to  refer  to  aP~ 
propriations  for  past  years,  as  having  l^een  mad^ 
in  total  disregartl  of  the  interests  of  the  Confede* 
racy.  Now,  that  there  have  been  extrivas^antap' 
propriations,  which  ought  to  be  corrected,  1  am  no^ 
'  about  to  deny.  But  I  have  one  remark  to  make* 
If  such  extravagant  appropriations  have  been  made* 
they  are  not  to  be  traced  exclusively  to  one  party 
or  the  other.  They  cannot,  with  justice,  be  ihr(^n 
by  the  Executive  on  Congress;  neither  can  the  ma- 
jority or  minority  of  Congress,  with  propriety,  be 
made  exclusively  responsible  for  them.  •  It  is  said, 
in  one  quarter,  that  the  recommendations  of  the 
Executive  have  been  disregarded,  and  that  Con- 
gress has  gone  beyond  (hose  recommendations,  and 
appropriated  millions  more  than  had  been  asked 
for.  Some  days  .since,  sir,  we  passed  appropriation. 
bills  to  the  amount  of  some  two  or  three  millions. 
The  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  on  being  inquired  of,  says  that  five  or  six 
hundred  thousand  dollars  of  that  amount  have  been 
appropriated  which  were  not  embraced  in  the  esti- 
mates, but  which  were  called  for  at  subsequent  pe- 
riods by  official  communications. 

It  has  been  chafed  that  the  extravagance  of  ap 
propriations  is  to  be  traced  to  the  Opposition  in 
Congress.  This  is  a  singular  contradiction.  The 
Opposition,  for  twelve  years,  have  been  in  a  mi- 
nority in  this  House,  and  yet  to  them  is  attributed 
the  charge  of  extra vai^ance  and  waste.  As  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Opposition,  I  have  voted  liberally  for 
objects  of  appropriation,  il^hen  I  believed  them  to 
be  just  and  proper,  and  I  siill  intend  to  do  so.  But 
when  gentlemen  chaige  this  responsibility  upon  the 
Opposition,  I  say  it  is  absurd  in  the  extreme.  The 
Administration  have  the  power,  whilst  in  a  majo- 
rity here,  to  prevent  any  and  every  appropriation; 
and  they  must  not  hope  thus  to  escape  from  a  just 
responsibility.  I  have  not  had  time  to  look  closely 
into  these  matters,  but  I  have  before  me  a  few  cases 
to  which  I  will  call  your  attention. 

The  matter  of  the  three  million  appropriation 
will  be  in  the  recollection  of  every  member  of  this 
House;  all  who  were  here  at  that  time;  and  al«o 
of  the  peeple  of  the  country.  It  will  be  recollect- 
ed that,  at  the  cldse  of  the  .session,  four  years  ago, 
upon  the  last  night,  there  was  an  amendjnent  ap- 
pended to  the  fortification  bill,  appropriating  the 
large  sum  ot  three  millions  of  money,  to  be  placed 
in  the  hands  of  the  Executive,  for  the  defence  of 
the  United  States.  That  appropriation  was  op- 
posed, with  few  exceptions,  by  all  the  Opposition 
members,  and  it  was  supported  by  the  members  of 
the  majority.  It  passed  this  House,  but  was  de- 
feated in  another  branch  of  CongKss.  I  allude  to 
it  now,  to  show  that  the  Opposition,  at  all  events, 
was  not  chargeable  with  extravagance  in  that  in- 
stance, where  the  appropriation  was  made,  as  many 
believed,  in  direct  violation  of  the  Constitution, 
and  where  it  was  proposed  that  a  large  sum  of 
money,  appropriated  without  specification,  should 
be  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  Executive,  and  yield-' 
ed  up  to  him  for  such  disposition  as  he  might 
think  proper. 

•  Again.  Two  years  ago  an  amendment  was  re- 
ported from  the  Committee  o(  the  Whole  on  the 
state  of  the  Union  to  one  of  the  appropriation 
bills,  appropriating  |400,000  to  launch  and  equip 
the  ship  **  Pennsy lvania.»'  It  was  the  session  with 
which  terminated  the  administration  of  Gkneral 
Jackson;  and  some  of  his  friends  seemed  to  think 
it  was  necessary  to  wind  up  the  term  of  his  offi- 
cial service,  that  this  great  vessel — this  Leviathan  of 
the  navy— should  lave  her  huge  sides  in  the  waters 
of  the  **  Atlantic;"  they  urged  that  she  ou?ht  to  be 
sent  abroad  over  the  world,  and  exhibited  to  the 
nations  of  Europe;  a^  an  emblem  of  the  power 
and  might  of  the  people  of  ihi'^  Union.  The  bill 
came  into  the  Housie;  the  yeas  and  nays  were 
taken  on  the  amendment  upon  concurring  with  the 
Comuiittee  of  the  Whole  in  this  enormous  appro- 
priation. There  were  one  hundrt^  and  twenty- 
five  votes  against  the  appropriation,  and  out  of  that 
number,  sixty-seven  were  Opposition  voles;  and 
of  the  number  of  votes  on  the  other  side,  a  very 
few  were  those  of  Opposition  members.  The  ap- 
propriation was  defeated  by  the  joint  votes  of  the 
members  of  the  two  parties;  but  the  Opposition 
votes  outnumbere4  those  pf  the  other  side.    AXler^ 


wards  it  came  up  in  the  shape  of  tt  ameodBM 
from  the  Senate,  though  reduced  to  ihe  sJniu  d 
of  0100,000;  and  I  believe  it  will  be  fmrao'  thi 
a  larger  proportion  of  the  friends  of  the  AdniLU 
tration  voted  in  favor  of  it,  than  of  the  OpprMiibi 
In  my  opinion,  the  whole  appropriation  was  escr» 
vagantand  unnecessary.  The  public  serrier^i 
not  require  it  to  be  done. 

There  is  another  fact.  At  the  next  succeeding 
session  of  Congress,  when  the  Trea^ry  of  the 
country  waa  overflowing  with  millions,  when  the 
ingenuity  of  certain  gentlemen  of  Congress  ws  pai 
to  the  test  to  use  the  money  by  any  means  &bon  dt 
hftving  it  thrown  back  again  to  the  people  fnw 
whom  it  eame,  appropriations  for  fonificaiioBS 
were  made  to  an  amount  double  that  which  was 
called  for.  In  addition  to  this,  a  bill  was  rcportt^ 
at  another  end  of  the  Capitol  for  an  entire  new 
system  of  fortifications,  the  whole  cost  of  whic^ 
could  not  have  been  less  than  one  hundred  miilioai 
of  dollars;  and  that  bill,  too,  came  from  a  qoanec 
where  there  w^  a  constant  boast  of  ecooomj.  It 
met  with  no  favor  from  the  Opposition  meziibeisi< 
this  House.  And  the  journals  of  that  daj  v8 
show  that  appropriations  for  roads,  riveis,  aad  h»< 
bors  were  liberally  voted  for  by  members  of  ho^ 
parties.  At  that  time  gentlemen  coukl  see  a  pim 
priety  in  such  appropriations;  but  a  change  faw 
suddenly  come  over  them.  These  foriificaiki^^ 
which  were  then  so  necessary — and  when,  alftoi^ 
on  the  eve  of  a  war,  as  we  supposed,  we  vera  lell 
we  scarcely  had  a  gun  mounted  in  any  foit,  ad) 
the  necessity  was  urged  npon^is,  not  odIj  of  aafej 
pleting  the  old  fortifications,  but  of  beg^ioaiiM;  hi^ 
ones — these  appropriations  are  now  to  be  soddeata 
abandoned?  How  is  this?  The  appropriations  ftp 
fortifications,  I  undersuind,  are  to  be  so&^pendBd  4i| 
year  in  anticipation  that  a  new  node  of  haiM 
and  coast  defence  is  to  be  adopted.  Whether  llli 
House  will  be  of  that  opinion  or  not  remains  yctui 
be  seen.  This  new  economy  in  appropriadnDs  is  la 
be  applied  to  your  numerous  hartwcs  and  exteadef 
coasu.  The  lights  of  the  ocean,  ^hich  guid;  te 
sea-tossed  marinier  to  a  place  of  safetj,  are  t»  U 
extinguished;  and  he  is  to  be  giTea  over  to  iW 
darkness  of  midnight  and  the  fury  of  the  smU 
The  mouths  of  your  riveis  are  to  Im  left  obsunciBU 
The  harbors  upon  your  lakes  are  to  be  ab 
and  the  multitudes  that  ride  np«n  these  rof|^«a 
tempestuous  inland  seas  are  to  be  given  up  lo  « 
mercy  of  the  elements.  Thousands  ef  hv«s  M 
untold  millions  of  property  on  your  g;rjat  i 
are  to  be  exposed  to  suags  and  sawyers.  Al^  «l 
are  suddenly  to  be  abandoned.  Let  me  t^  ^  ~ 
men  that,  whatever  temporary  object  thej  maj  1 
to  gain  by  this  coarse,  they  may  rely  upon  it  1 
the  people  will  look  into  these  matters.  Thqra^ 
matters  which  deeply  concern  them.  They  reqd^ 
the  reasonable  and  necessary  apprcpriatioas 
these  great  and  impoitant  objects,  and  ihey  t 
have  them. 

Sir,  I  have  already  stated  that  what  I  have  i 
in  regard  to  these  questions  of  taiiff  and 
improvements  has  t)een  said  defensively, 
men  so  eiten  rise  on  this  floor,  (especially 
honorable  gentlemen  from   South  CaioliBa  ^ 
have  spoken,)  and  reiterate  charges  of  a 
and,  oppression,  and  fraud,  in  connection  t 
tarifi*,  that  justice  bas^  seemed  to  me  to 
that  those  charges  should  be  repelled.     I  do  ■ 
mit  the  position  which  gentlemen  here  seen  I 
for  granted,  that  this  s/stem  is  oppressve  an 
just.    I  deny  it;  and  I  will  doc  fear,  on  a  i 
occasion,  to  maintain  and  prove  the  positina 
the  South  had  never  paid  any  thing  under  ll' 
tern  beyond  the  just  portion  which  fell  to 
contributing  to  the  expenses  of  the  G< 
I  hold  this  to  be  capable  of  the  clearest  < 
tion. 

But,  sir,  although  we  at  the  North  are  so 
interested  in  the  preservation  of  this  system*  i, 
not-come  here  with  any  view  to  re-agiiaieih«^ 
tion  of  the  tarifi*;  and  I  do  not  know  why  j 
men  who  profess   to  regard  the  principle 
compromise  bill  as  sacred  (aliboogh  neither. ] 
any  Representative  from  the  State  whtt  1 1 
represent,  voted  for  it)  whilst  we  ava  sile 
make  no  move,  should  scarcely  ever  ^eak  i 
aliosioato  that  agitating  topic    The 
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H.  of  RepB. 


Ae  Other  dajr  manifested  what  seemed  to  be  a  mor- 
bid se&sibility  ilfai  it  might  be  agitated.    Though 
he  woQld  not  on  any  accoant  do  it  himself,  yet  be 
tbonght  it  manifest  how  easy  it  woaid  be  to  do  so. 
Sir,  we  do  not  propose  to  agitate  this  matter  before 
the  exig<%Dcy  comes  that  shall  render  it  necessary  to 
do  so.    When  that  exjgency  shall  come,  I  do  not 
tofier  myself  todoabt  that  this  Honse  will  enter 
upon  that  great  subject  with  the  calmness,  candor, 
'  BDd  Wisdom  which  become  those  who  are  entrusted 
viib  the  interests  of  a  ^reat  people.  I  depredate  en- 
tering upon  it  in  advance.    I  think  that  we  should 
in  every  way  endeavor  to  calm  the  rising  tempest, 
to  cultivate  a  kind  and  brotherly  feeling,  a  friendly 
tnd  geaeoos  intercourse;  so  that,  when  the  great 
occasion  shall  arise  for  the  discussion  of  questions 
80  exciting  in  their  nature,  we  may  enter  u]X}n  it 
with  the  calmness  whichi  becomes  the  importance 
of  the  sabject,  and  the  character  of  those  who  are 
to  decide  upon  it.    The  manufacturers  of  ihi^i  coun- 
try (I  speak  of  that  portion  ef  country  which  I  re- 
present) desire,  of  all  things,  stability  and  certain- 
ty; moderate  protection,  with  certainty  in  the  laws, 
.  vonld  be  preferable  to  higher  duties  with  perpetual 
iiaetaation  and  change.    They  desire  to  sev  the 
tims  come  when  they  can  lay  in  a  stock  of  cotton 
and  wool,  with  the  certainty  that  the  existing  laws 
will  not  be  changed  before  the  raw  material  can  be 
'  wroaght  into  fabric  for  the  market.  They  ask  from 
■  yoQ  ttothiag  unreasonable — they  want  nothing  that 
I  2inDJust.    But  they  do  say  that  the  institutions  in 
I  vhich  they  have  invested  such  vast  amounts  of 
I  capital,  which  have  been  invited  into  existence  and 
!  ftared  up  under  the  protecting  auspices  of  this  Go- 
I.  vemment,  should  still  be  protected;  and  they  say 
\  diat  it  would  be  suicidal  in  the  extreme  for  yon  to 
^  raise  your  hand  against  them.    They  do  not  look 
ktosud^an  event^they  do  not  expect  it.    A  just 
!  €k)vemment  can  do  no  such  thing;  a  wise  and  pater- 
nal one  viU  not  do  it. 


;  SPEECH  OF  MR.  GRAY. 

Of  Nrw  Yobk, 
;  h  iKi  Howe  qf  Rtfre$eiUQlv9i» — On  the  resolution  of 
\    Mr.  Pbsntiss  to  expel  Mr.  Duncim  from  his 

''     ttdX, 

\  Mr.  GRAY  said  he  did  not  rise  fot  the  purpose  of 
rdehating,  but  for  the  purpose  of  ending  the  debate, 
which  he  believed  was  uselessly  consomiag  the  time 
lefthe  House.  The  resolution  under  consideration 
;  jarolves  three  quesdona.  One  is  whether  the  gen- 
rtieman  from  I<lorth  Carolina  {Mr.  Stanly]  and 
the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  [Mr.  Southgate] 
have  misrepresented  the  gentleman  from  Ohio, 
IMr.  DuKCAN.] 

Mr.  STANLY.  There  is  no  such  question. 
;  Mr.  GRAY.  I  think  otherwise.  The  next  quea- 
lion  is,  whether  the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  if  he  has 
not  been  misrepresented,  is  justifiable,  and  if  not 
JQStifiable,  the  third  question  would  be,  what  ought 
Id  be  done  in  the  premises?  And  when  these  ques- 
llens  are^  disposed  of,  another  arises;  and  that  is, 
Iriiether  the  House  has  the  constitutional  power  to 
fai  with  a  member  for  what  he  may  aay  through 
(he  columns  of  the  press  in  relation  to  another 
Member;  and  if  all  th^  questions  be  so  determined 
Ml  to  present  a  ease  clear  of  constitutional  difficnl- 
iiet,  then  it  will  be  claimed  that  before  the  House 
Ban  proceed  to  try  this  recent  insult  against  its  dig- 
ttly  and  character,  it  must  proceed  to  the  trial  of 
in  older  case,  entitled  by  every  consideration  to  be 
lest  considered..  1  allude  to  a  case  that  occurred  at 
be  last  session,  and  not  yet  disposed  of.     ^ 

Mr.  IVISE  said  that  if  the  gentleman  would  not 
ttove  the  previous  question,  he  intended  to  raise 
M  question  whether  he  had  been  reported  here  as 
Intlty  of  murder,  for  having  borne  a  challenge  out 
»f  doors.  The  House  was  about  to  take,  not  retri- 
WtiTe  jostice,  but  preventive  justice.  If  Mr.  W. 
ras  bound  by  the  law,  he  wouid^ submit  to  the  law; 
RK  he  said  to  this  House,  either  protect  me,  or  re- 
jtore  to  me  the  arms  of  the  cavalier,  and  I  will  pro- 
pet  myself.  He  was  ready  to  go  to  the  peniten- 
iary,  if  the  House  choose  to  send  him  there. 

Bilr.  OKAY.  I  am  not  disposed  to  withhold  or 
Aend  to  the  gentleman  the  arms  of  the  cavalier; 
dieiher  be  has  th^m  or  not,  is  quite  unimportant, 
was  aayinfe  aur,  if  the  pment  ease  bemged, 


there  is  an  older  and  mere  important  one,  that 
should  be  first  considered;  one  in  which  the  life  of  a 
member  has  been  sacrificed;  and  believing,  as  1  do, 
that  the  short  time  remaining  of  the  session  is  in- 
sufficient to  consider  either,  tor  the  purpose  ef  dis- 
posing of  the  whole  matter,  I  move  that  the  resolu- 
tion be  laid  on  the  tahle;  and  upon  that  question  he 
asked  the  ayes  and  noes. 

The  question  was  taken  and  lost — ayes  83, 
noes  91. 

Mr.  GRAY  said  the  gentleman  from  Mississippi, 
[Mr.  PkENtiSs,]  had  seen  fit  to  allude  to  him  as 
the  defender  of  the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  [Mr. 
Duncan,]  and  has  said  that  he  had  not  read,  and 
hence  had  misapprehended  his  resolution.  As  a 
test  whether  he  or  ihf^  gentleman  from  Missis- 
sippi had  misapprehended  the  resolution,  he  sub- 
mitted to  him  whether,  if  a  committee  be  raised, 
the  gentleman  from  Ohio  would  not  have  the  right, 
in  justification  of  his  pnblication,  to  establish,  by 
any  competent  testimony,  that  the  gentleman  from 
North  Carolina,  [Mr.  Stanly,]  and  the  gentleman 
from  Kentucky,  [Mr.  Soothgate,]  had  spoken,  a<: 
published,  of  him  what  was  not  true;  and  if  he 
should  succeed  in  the  proof,  could  any  man,  or 
this  House,  ever  gainsay  the^  right  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Ohio  to  publish  to  the  world  that  they 
had  misrepresented  him.  Certainly  it  would  not 
be  pretended  that  because  they  were  members  of 
this  House,  they  could  speak  and  publish  as  hav- 
ing spoken  upon  this  floor,  in  all  ca^es,  with  impu- 
nity; and  that  the  dignity  of  this  House,  so  much 
talked  and  so  little  cared  about,  would  protect  its 
members  from  exposure  for  misrepresenting  any 
one,  a  fellow-member  or  a  stranger.  I  do  not  pre- 
tend to  say  who  Is  the  aggressor  in  this  instance; 
that  is  not  now  a  question  under  consideration.  I 
now  ask  the  gentleman  from  Mississippi  whether 
I  hav^  misunderstood  his  resolution,  and  submit 
whether  he  has  not  himself  misunderstood  it.  He 
surely  has,  if  he  has  entertained  the  idea  that  under 
it  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  would  not  have  the 
right  to  justify  his  publication  by  proving  its  truth. 

The  gentleman  from  Mississippi  [Mr.  Prentiss] 
entirely  misunderstood  me,  if  he  supposed  I  was 
defending  the  gentleman  from  Ohio.  I  have  not 
attempted  it,  and  shall  not.  It  would  place  me  in 
the  attitude  of  defending  certain  gentlemen  of  the 
Opposition,  which  I  have  not  the  capacity  or  dispo- 
sition to  do.  Much  concern  is  all  at  once  felt  for 
the  honor  and  dignity  of  this  House  by  a  party, 
members  of  which  have  done  more  to  impair  the 
honor,  dignity,  and  character  of  this  House,  and 
the  nation,  than  any  publication  sent  into  it  from 
out  of  doors. 

Gentlemen  in  favor  of  this  resolution  seem  to 
suppose  that  members  of  this  House  have  the  right 
to  say  of  others  what  they  please,  provided  it  be 
said  upon  the  floor  in  debate,  and  that  the  humble 
right  to  reply,  trough  the  columns  of  the  public 
journals,  is  a  contempt,  unless  it  be  in  courteous 
language,  however  uncoorteous  the  attack  to  which 
the  reply  is  made.  Gentlemen  here,  in  many  in- 
stances, (in  my  judgment  very  improperly,)  speak 
of  persons  out  of  ih^  House  in  language  as  offen- 
sive as  that  used  by  the  gentleman  from  Ohio. 

The  President  of  the  United  States,  elected  by  a 
large  majority  of  the  suifrages  of  the.  American 
people,  has  been,  within  a  few  days,  charged, 
upon  this  floor^  charged  with  living  in  luxury 
and  idleness  in  the  White  House,  and  barely 
pandering  to  the  corrupt  views  of  a  few  that 
desire  equally  to  divide  the  private  property  of 
the  people,  without  regard  to  those  by  whose  honest 
industry  it  was  earned.  A  baser  libel  has  not  been 
uttered  on  this  floor,  or  elsewhere,  or  a  greater  in- 
dignity oflfered  to  the  judgment  of  the  people.  No 
man,  whose  opinions  or  actions  are  the  subject  of 
consideration  on  this  floor,  is  spared  from  the  most 
odious  epithets  that  can  be  formed  from  the  Eng- 
lish language.  No  virtue  on  his  part  shields  him 
from  attack,  and  perfect  innocence  scarcely  exte- 
nuates. The  right  thus  to  speak  is  accorded  to  all, 
each  placing  himself  for  trial  at  the  bar  of  public 
opinion  for  what  he  says  of  persons  out  of  the 
House — for  his  abuse  of  the  constitutional  freedom 
in  debate.  But  the  dignity  of  this  House  is  other- 
wise injured,  and  its  character  impaired.  Its 
power  has  been  set  at  defiance.    Dcdng  the  pre- 


sent Congress,  the  presiding  officer  of  the  Housl", 
while  pr&siding  over  the  deliberations  of  this  body, 
has  been  called  the  supple  tool  of  the  "occupant  of  . 
the  White  Hoose'^  for  corrupt  and  dinhonest  pur- 
poses. The  gentlemen  now  zealous  to  maintain 
the  dignity  and  character  of  ibis  House,  did  not 
then  feel  so  shocked  as  to  offer  a  resolution  to  re- 
primand or  expel.  A  member  of  this  Hou^  has 
refused  to  vote,  and  openly  defied  the  power  of  the 
House  to  compel  him  to  vote.  The  gentleman 
fropi  Mississippi  [Mr.  Prentiss]  nor  his  friends 
were  not  then  so  tenacious  of  their  dignity  and  the 
dignity  and  character  of  the  House;  but  when  any 
one  not  of  their  party,  upon  his  o vn  responsibility, 
and  out  of  the  House,  publishes  even  a  member  of 
their  paly,  the  dignity  and  character  of  the  House, 
the  dignity  and  character  of  the  nation,  are  at  once 
assailed  in  the  person  of  a  partisan  friend.  Publi- 
cations of  this  kind  are  not  new;  similar  ones  were 
made,  some  years  since,  by  Cage  and  Plummei  of 
Mississippi,  one  a  member  and*  the  other  not  a 
member  of  this  House;  by  Jarvis  and  Smith  of 
Maine;  and  more  recently,  by  two  members  of  this 
House.  Each  of  these  publications  were  as  severe 
as  the  present  one,  and  no  gentleman  felt  himself 
called  upon  to  draw  the  attention  of  the  House  to 
the  subject.  I  do  net  wish  co  be  understood  as  de- 
fending these  publications,  any  farther  than  is  ne- 
cessary to  rescue  the  character  of  the  person  at- 
tacked from  the  effect  of  misrepresentation.  I  're- 
pudiate, as  much  as  any  one,  the  use  of  the  lan- 
guage adopted  by  the  gentleman  from  Ohio.  The 
words,  'iiar  and  scoundrel,'*  are  digniiled  too  moch 
when  elevated  to  a  use  upon  this  floor,  or  applied 
by  one  member  to  another.  Sir,  if  ihe  precepts  of 
the  school  in  which  I  was  educated  should  be  adopted 
here,  instead  of  the  "cede  of  honor,"  the  words  liar 
and  scoundrel  would  never  be  used.  When  I  am 
satisfied  that  a  man  is  a  liar  and  a  ^counorel,  I  am 
at  the  same  time  satisfied  of  another  thing;  and 
that  is,  that  he  is  not  worthy  ef  the  notice  of  a 
gentleman.  To  call  him  so,  neither  degrades  him  nor 
elevates  a  gentleman;  but  it  degrades  a  gentleman, 
and  elevates  him;  it  brings  them  in  contact  with 
each  other,  which  can  never  be  done  without  im- 
parting each  to  the  other  a  little  of  the  influence 
ef  their  respective  characters.  I  was  not  educated 
to  respect  this  code  of  honor, .  that  avoids  discre- 
tion, and  does  injustice  to  our  belter  feelings;  ihat 
violates  the  laws  of  the  land,  and  the  mandates  of 
€k)d.  I  am  frank  to  say  that  I  think  discretion  the 
better  part  of  valor;  and  if  all  here  would  thus 
think,  and  thus  act,  we  would  hear  less  empty 
vaunting:,  less  of  boasted  chivalry,  and  of  the  arms 
of  the  cavalier,  that  creates  disgust  in  one  portion 
of  the  Union,  and  is  of  donbtftil  credit  in  another. 

Who  resort  to  the  language  we  have  heard  here, 
but  gentlemen  who  acknowledge  "  the  code 
of  honor"  as  bindiog  uponjtbeir  conduct?  Not  an 
instance  ican  be  cited  during  the  present  session  of 
exceptionable  language  but  by  gentlemen  who  ac- 
knowledge the  supremacy  of  the  *<code  of  honor," 
and  who  borrow  occasionally  from  the  vocabulaiy 
of  the  blackguard's  language,  to  express  their 
hatred  of  their  adversary,  and  sufficiently  strong 
and  abusive  to  throw  off  upen  their  opponent  the 
responsibility  of  making  the  call.  I  have  said 
that  I  do  not  defend  the  language  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Ohio;  if,  however,  he  has  been  wantonly 
misrepresented,  he  has  the  right  to  say  so,  and 
publish  it  as  extensively  as  he  pleases.  The  choice 
of  language  is  a  matter  of  taste,  in  relation  to  which 
the  power  of  the  House  cannot  be  interposed. 
Surely  the  House  would  not  exercise  its  authority 
in  a  mere  matter  of  rhetoric,  a  choice  between 
words,  and  compel  the  adoption  of  the  one  or  the 
other;  that  is  a  mere  matter  of  taste,  in.  relation  to 
which  every  one  is  left  free  to  judge,  and  choose 
for  himself.  Public  opinion  must  and  will  correct 
these  evils.  If  a  »enience  be  ungrammatical,  the 
gentleman  from  Maryland  [Mr.  Kennedy]  highly 
qualified,  and  always  ready,  will  *'  do  ii  into 
Englitih."  It  is  not  from  publications  made  out  of 
the  House,  and  sent  inte  it,  that  its  dignity  and 
character  is  to  be  lost  or  impaired;  but  it  is  from  re- 
marks made  here,  and  published  to  the  world,  that 
this  body  loses  its  dignity  and  its  character.  Sir, 
to  this,  and  the  other  branch  of  Congress,  the  State 
Legislatures  look  for  example,  and  what  is  the 
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e.^nraple  set  them?  It  is  to  insujt  ihe.di^Dity  of  their 
b6dy,  by  iobulting  their  presiding  officer — the  man 
ihey  have  themselves  elected  to  preside  over  them, 
and  refuse  to  vote  and  set  the  power  of  the  Hoase 
at- defiance.  These,  sir,  are  some  of  the  name- 
rous  scenes  that  have  transpired  here,  which 
I  trust  will  only  be  remembered  to  be  disapproved 
of.  When  I  was  last  up,  I  moved  to  lay  the  reso- 
lution on  the  table,  for  want  of  time  to  discuss  it. 
The  gentleman  from  Mississippi  thought  it  singular 
I  should  make  such  a  motion:  whether  he  thought 
my  motives  pure  or  not,  I  appeal  to  the  country  if 
I  was  not  right. 

[Mr.  Prentiss  here  rose  and  disclaimed  the 
slightest  intention  (o  impugn  the  motives  of  the  gen- 
tleman frrm  New  York.] 

Mr.  GRAY  said  he  did  not  intend  to  be  under- 
stood as  saying  that  the  gentleman  had  impugned 
his  motives;  and  I  now,  (continued  Mr.  G.)  with 
great  confidence  that  I  am  right,  appeal  to  the 
House,  and  to  the  recollection  of  the  oldest  mem- 
bers in  it,  to  bear  me  out  in  the  assertion  that  no 
question  of  privilege  was  e^ef  tried  and  disposed 
of  in  eight  days,  which  is  all  that  remains  of  the 
session.  We  have  muc)^  important  business  on 
hand  that  must  be  passed  over  for  want  of  time  to 
do  it.  Should  ihis  matter  be  considered  of  sufficient 
importance  to  ride  over  the  pressing  business  of  the 
country,  I  again  say,  and  I  say  U  in  no  ofiensive 
sense  to  any  one,  that  there  is  a  qn^tion  of  privi- 
lege of  a  more  serious  character,  which  has  prece- 
dence in  point  of  tine  and  importance;  it  is  amoag 
the  unfinished  business  of  last  session;  it  is  a  case 
viewed  differently  in  different  parts  of  the  Union; 
it  is  one  in  which  manyconacientionsly  feel  a  deep 
interest.  I  speak  of  it  in  the  language  of  my  con- 
stituents and  in  the  language  of  the  law.  And, 
sir,  I  ask  gentlemen,  who  seem  to  be  horror  strick- 
en at  this  publication,  before  they  give  it  prece- 
dence over  the  all  important  business  of  the  coun- 
try, and  the  still  higher  question  of  privilege  pending 
at  the  last  session,  to  compare  the  two,  if  they  can 
magnify  the  present  case  into  a  compaiison;  and  a 
moment's  reflection  will  show  that  if  this  was 
wrong,  that  was  foul;  if  this  is  an  insult,  that  was 
murder. 
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Mr.  GUSHING  said  that  his  opinion  of  the  pre- 
sent case  was  founded  on  the  facts  proved  or  ad- 
mitted on  all  handsj  and  on  the  provisions  of  law 
contained  in  the  statute  book.  So  far  as  he  knew 
any  thing  of  the  question,  it  was  indeed,  a  pure 
question  of  law  upon  the  facts  reported  to  the 
House.  These  were- the  trae  elements  out  of  which 
a  right  judgment  is  to  be  formed  as  to  the  compe* 
ting  claims  of  the  two  gentlemen  who  respectively 
claim  the  seat.  In  briefly  expressing  his  views  on 
the  subject,  he  should  begin  by  collating  the  mate- 
rial facts  in  what  he  conceived  to  be  the  natural 
and  proper  coarse,  and  then  apply  to  them  the  per- 
tinent provisions  and  principles  of  law. 

Mr.  DoTv^comes  here  and  presents  the  follow- 
ing certificate: 
**TKiuuToaT  OP  WisGOMSW,  ExscirrivB  DBPAnnuifT. 

^^  To  all  to  tehom  thaepresent*  shall  cmncy  gretting: 

'fThiflisto  cenify  that,  at  ao  election  held  in  the  Territory  of 
WncoDain  on  the  10th  day  of  SeptemlMr  htfi,  io  eonforroiiy  with 
the  act  of  Congre«e  eatabliahiog  the  Territorid  Government, 
and  the  laws  of  ihe  eaid  Terriiory,  James  Duane  Doty  received 
the  highest  number  of  votes  for  tbe  office  of  delegate  to  Con- 
)(reas  of  the  United  States,  and  is  therefore  declared  to  be  duly 
elected. 

'*In  testimony  whereof  I  have  hereunto  set  my  band,  and 
caused  iho  great  seat  of  the  Territory  to  be  affixed.    Done  at 
Mineral  Pomt  this  twenty-sevanth  day  of  October,  in  the  year 
of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-eight. 
iL.  a]  **flENRY  DODGE." 

This  certificate,  it  is  admitted,  is  a  true  one;  that 
is,  at  an  election  held  in  Wisconsin  in  September 
last,  in  conformity  with  tbe  act  of  Congress  estab- 
lishini;  tbe  Territorial  Government  and  the  laws  of 
said  Territory,  Mr.  Doty  was  chosen  to  be  its  dele- 
gate in  Congress.  Was  he  elected  for  one  year  or 
fur  two  years?  Does  his  term  of  service  apply  to 
the  present  (the  Twenty-fifth)  Congress,  or  to  the 
next]  That  is  the  first  question  for  the  House  to 
decide;  for,  as  If  r.  Doty  claims  a  seat  in  4he  pre- 
sent Congress,  he  must  make  good  that  claim,  and 


this  upon  tbe  strength  of  his  own  title,  not  upon  the 
defects,  real  or  supposed,  in  the  title  of  Mr.  Jones. 

Mr.  C.  &aid  the  first  thing  to  be  remarked  on  the 
face  of  the  certificate,  was  its  absolute  silence  in  re- 
gard  to  the  tenure  of  the  ofiice,  and  the  period  of 
its  beginning  or  close.  It  d(.es  not  set  forth  that 
Mr.  Doty  is  elected  a  delegate  for  tht  ttrm  of  two 
yean  from  the  date  qf  the  certificate^  in  conformity 
with  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  1819,  for  tbe  Ter- 
ritory of  Michigan. 

Nor  was  any  legal  inference  deducible  from  the 
fact  of  its  being  dated  in  October.  He  (Mr.  C.) 
held  a  certificate  of  his  own  election  to  Congress, 
dated  in  November  last.  But  that  certificate  gave 
him  no  claim  to  a  seat  in  the  present  Congress.  In 
MassachasetLs,  as  it  ought  to  be  in  all  the  Slates, 
and  was  in  many  of  them,  elections  for  Congress 
were  held  in  anticipation  of  the  period  when,  by 
the  practical  construction  of  the  Constitution,  each 
Congress  had  its  legal  commencement,  namely,  the 
fourth  of  March  of  each  alternate  year.  It  was 
neither  strange  nor  irregular  to  hold  the  election  for 
a  second  period  of  service  during  the  currency  of 
the  first  period.  On  the  contrary,  it  was  the  m»st 
regular  course,  because  thus  only  could  there  be  a 
complete  Congress  ready  to  come  into  existence  on 
the  expiration  of  an  existing  Congress.  To  be  sure, 
in  his  certificate,  the  term  of  service  was  defined. 
But  suppose  it  had  not  been — would  that  vary  the 
case?  Not  at  all.  If  the  tenure  of  service  were 
not  expressed,  the  law  of  the  land  would  come  in  to 
supply  it,  just  as  precise^  and  certainly  as  if  the 
law  had  been  recited  in  the  certificate;  and  so  it 
must  be  in  the  case  of  Mr.  Doty. 

But  the  Committee  on  Elections  say  that  '*ao- 
cording  to  common  construction  in  all  such  eases, 
where  an  obligation  is  imposed,  oi  a  duty  to  be 
performed,  and  no  time  fixed  for  discharging  the 
obligation  or  performing  the  duty,  it  is  to  be  done 
forthwith."  Mr.  C.  said  he  could  not  agre^  that 
such  was  the  '^common  construction.'*  In  some 
cases  the  obligation  or  duty  attaches  forthwith;  in 
others,  after  a  reasonable  time;  in  others,  on  de- 
mand or  notice;  and,  as  the  only  universal  rule,  t|ie 
obligation  or  duty  is  to  be  discharged  or  performed 
at  such  time  as  the  law  of  the  land,  applicable  to 
the  subject  matter,  prescribes  and  defines.  So  that 
nothing  is  concluded  by  the  date  of  Mr.  Doty*8 
election,  or  of  his  certificafe.  We  are  to  look  to 
the  law  of  the  land — that  is,  the  Constitution  or  acta 
of  Congress — to  ascertain  the  tenure  of  ofiice  of  a 
delegate  from  Wisconsin. 

In  fact,  (Mr.  C.  said,)  if  the  certificate  had  been 
express,  it  could  only  have  referred  to  and  recog- 
nised the  law  of  the  land  as  defining  the  tenure  of 
office.  The  Governor  could  not,  by  his  certificate, 
create  a  new  tenure  of  office,  different  from  that 
prescribed  by  statute.  Thus,  in  his  own  certificate 
before  cited,  the  tenure  was  ** for  the  .term  by  the 
Constitution  qf  th$  said  United  States  expressed^  com- 
mencing,*' dDC.  The  same  general  principle  must 
control  and  construe  Mr.  Doty^  certificate. 

Nor  do  the  other  parts  of  the  certificate  contra- 
dict; but,  on  the  other  hand,  they  «ustain  and  con- 
firm this  construction.  The  election  was  held,  says 
)he  certificate,  in  conformity  with  the  act  of  Con- 
gress establishing  the  Territory  and  tbe  laws  of  said 
Territory.  It  could  not  lawfully  be  held  other- 
wise. These  words  seem  to  relate  only  to  the  made 
qfeleetUm;  bat  if  Ihey  extended  farther,  and  affect- 
ed in  any  way  the  tenure  and  term  of  service,  they 
would  not  vary  the  conclusion.  For  the  inquiry  in 
either  alternative  would  be  tbe  same.  What  say 
the  laws  of  tbe  Territory?  Above  all,  what  sotys 
the  organic  act  of  Congress  establishing  the  Territo- 
rial Government? 

This  act  passed  April  90,  1836,  to  take  effect  the 
4th  of  July  following,  provides: 

"Sec.  14.  That  a  delegate  to  the  House  of  Repreeentatiree 
of  the  United  fitatee,  to  serve  for  the  i«nn  of  two  yean,  may 
be  elected  by  the  roters  qualified  toeleei  meraben  ofthe  Legis* 
lative  Assembly,  who  shall  be  entitled  tn  the  same  rights  and 
privileges  as  have  been  eranted  to  the  delecatee  of  the  several 
Territories  of  the  United  States  to  the  aatd  House  of  Hepresen- 
tatlvee;  the  first  election  shall  be  held  at  such  lime  and  place, 
orplaces,  and  bo  condi.cted  in  the  same  manner  as  the  Gover- 
nor shall  appoint  and  direct;  the  person  having  tbe  greatest 
number  of  votes  shall  be  declared  by  the  Governor  to  be  duiy 
elected,  and  a  certificate  thereof  shaU  be  giveo  lo  the  person  so 
elected." 

This  act  is  explicit  ii|  providing  that  the  delegate 
shall  be  elected  "to  serve  for   the  term  of  two 


years;"  but  it  does  not  in  so  many  words  fix  the 
termini  of  the  period  of  service.  And  if  the  ad 
contained  nothing  else  on  the  subject,  and  there 
were  no  other  law  expressly  applicable  to  the  case, 
the  presumption  would  certainly  be  in  favor  of 
making  the  lerm  conformable  to  that  of  members 
of  tbe  House  of  Representatives  chomn  by  tbe 
States  under  the  Constitution.  Mr.  C.  did  not 
mean  to  be  understood  as  affirming  that  the  provi- 
sions of  the  Constitution  in  regard  to  membeR  of 
the  House  were  of  necessity  applicable  to  delegates 
from  Territories.  He  was  aware  that  delegaiea 
had  been  treated  as  creatures  of  law  rather  than 
of  the  Constitution;  aad  Congress  had  in  the  case 
of  Michigan,  and  in  some  older  cases,  given  its 
sanction  to  the  idea  that  delegates  from  the  Tenv 
rilories  might  be  chosen  for  a  term  differing  from 
the  constitutional  term  of  representatives  from  tbe 
States.  But  such  a  difference  constituted  an  ano- 
maly.  It  was  also  an  inconvenient  anomalj;  be* 
cause  tbe  effect  of  it  would  be,  if  the  delegate  held 
a  seat  for  two  years,  partly  in  one  Congress  and 
partly  in  another,  he  most  be  twice  qoaliiied,  and 
twice  subject  to  have  his  seat  contested,  in  snoees- 
sive  Houses.  And  the  anomaly  woold  be  Che 
greater  and  tbe  more  inconventent,'if,as  in  the  ease 
of  Michigan,  the  term  of  service  not  onijcoversd 
fractions  of  two  successive  Congresses,  bat  was 
subject  to  a  shifUng  and  aibitraiy  commenoeiiicBt, 
depending  on  the  date  of  the  certificate.  The  pte- 
sumption  of  law,  thsiefore,  if  there  were  nothiBg 
in  the  act  of  1836,  or  in  any  other  aet»  to  eaatfoL 
the  presumption,  or  define  the  case  specifically, 
would  be  in  favor  of  the  general  principle  of  a 
term  of  service  for  the  delegate  firom  Wiseoooa 
corresponding  to  the  constitotional  penods  nf  Oqb- 
gress* 

But  though  the  act  of  183^  containa  notbisK  Id 
control  this  general  presumption,  yet  it  does  eon- 
tain  a  provision  which  supports  that  presompcta. 
The  Committee  on  Electioiis  err  in  saying  that  the 
act  of  1836  '*if  perfect  in  itself,  and  woaid  seem  i» 
be  independent  of  all  other  acts."  It  M^tisiji  le- 
fers  us  to  some  dtber  acts  or  act  on  this  very  poiaL  li 
declares  that  the  delegate  fh>m  Wisoonsin  *'ahaO 
be  entitled  lo  the  same  rightsand  privUrgesashnw 
been  granted  to  the  delegates  of  tbe  seveni  TUiils 
ries,*'  &c  It  establishes  a  rule  to  meuutt  feii 
"rights  and  privileges,  and  refers  ns  for  dus  rals  l» 
some  provisions  of  law  gorSralng  *^A§  sescral  fkr- 
HMM^Uk'fhm  matter. 

Is  there  any  sKKlh  provision  fbr  "the  aeveral  1^ 
ritonsr*  There  is.  It  Is  not  the  statute  of  F\dbi»- 
ary  16 ,1819,  referring  to  the  date  of  ibe  eertifteaat 
as  the  beginning  of  the  spnrior,  for  that  ia  a  pvti* 
cular  statute  for  Jllidki^en  olene.  It  is  the  act  «r 
March  3d,  1817,  which  provides  that 


*1n  erery  Territory  of  ihe  United  Statee  in 
rarr  sovemment  has  been  or  shall  hereafter  be  asial 
which,  by  Tiitae  of tbeocdiiianca of Coagnssofiaih 
or  of  aoT  Bubseqiient  aa  ef  Coograss.  pasaed  or  u>  te 
now  hath,  or  berea/ler  shall  hare,  the  nglit  to  send  &  d 
Congren,  such  delegate  shall  be  electMl  every  aeeend 
tkewsme  ttrmof  two  ytan  for  which  mMabeea  of  dia 
Representadras  of  iho  Unitod  States  aie  elacted.'* 

This  is  the  act,  and  the  only  afei,  iriiieli,  as  fir 
asregards  the  lerm  of  service,  deOneii  liift  iMtt 
and  privileges  of  the  delegates  of  the  several  Jra^ 
ritones  of  the  United  States.  It  was  iniclfcf 
the  very  pnrpoos  of  doing  away  the  in 
anomaly  of  a  term  of  semoe  for  delqsnias^ 
rent  from  that  of  representatives.  It  is  m  , 
pealed  by  the  act  of  April,  1836,  estahKaba^tta 
Territorial  <3h>vemraent  of  WisconsiB.  It  mmt 
repealed  expressly,  that  is  plain  f^nongh;  ftrte 
latter  act  omits  to  define  the  period  of  aernsiav^ 
pressly,  and,  above  all,  omits  to  re-cnaet  the  pMB* 
liar  provision  of  the  Miehigan  aet  of  18IS.  JSm 
is  it  repealed  by  implicatioa.  F^r  the  tiro  aa^  it 
1817  and  1836  ate  compatible  in  terma.  Uif 
af e  coBsiBteBt  in  meaning.  Plaoed  aide  hydMh^ 
they  oonsitttie  aoomplete  and  coherent  islwili  ttl 
act  of  1836  does  not  cover  the  whole  sotjatf^^ 
leaves  us  to  go  elsewhere  to  diseover  ikel 
of  the  term  of  service  it  contemplates;  ir« 
refers  as  to  some  geneml  law  on  tiw  i  ~ 
that  general  law,  as  to  this  point,  is  dm  i 
which  thus  eemes  in  lo  oontmne  tba  i 
and  to  ooasinie  Mr.  Doty  ^  oertifiGale,  i 
his  lennef  service  bsgin  on  th^  tih«f  I,, 


JTiMV  18S9^ 


APPENDIX  TO  THE  CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBE. 


SM 


25th  Cono««**Sd  Sr88. 


President's  Message — M}\  EverelL 


H.  of  Re|»8. 


A«xt,  .and  beco  extensive  with  the  twenty -si  xrh 
CoDgresa. 

Mr.  C.  said  he  did  not  see  how  it  was  possible, 
in  the  face  of  the  several  statutes  he  had  collated, 
to  escape  this  conciasion;  nor  coald  the  commiitee 
bave  escaped  it  if  it  bad  aut  mixed  up  ibe  case  of 
BCr.  Doty  with  that  -of  Mr.  Jones,  and  undf^nakeQ 
to  measure  the  term  of  service  of  Mr.  Doty,  not  by 
the  plain  law  of  the  case  applied  to  his  certificate, 
but  by  some  irre^laritie>,  real  or  supposed,  in  the 
preceding  tenure  of  Mr.  Jones.  Mr.  C.  contended 
that  the  two  cases  were,  in  point  of  facr,  absolutely 
dlfttJtket.  Whatever  might  be  the  facts  in  the  ca^e 
of  Mr.  Jones,  that  of  Mr.  Doty  must  stand  upon 
its  own  facts.  Those  facts  are,  that  at  an  election 
in  Wiaoonsin,  duly  held  in  September,  he  received 
tbe  highett  namber  of  votes  £pr  the  office  of  dele* 
gnl6  to  Congre^^s  and  that  he  holds  the  Governor's 
eertiicate. to  this  effect.  And  tha^e  facts  are  to  be 
ned  by  ikt  Utttr  <tf  UoiUe,  not  by  what  Mr. 
i  nay  have  done  in  the  twenty-fourth  Con- 
greaa.  Mr.  Jones  did  not  and  could  not  make  or 
alter  the  law.  Nor  do  the  peculiar  and  anoma- 
kMB facts  a|>pertaining  to  the  admission  of  Michi- 
gan, Tarv  tbe  law  applicable  to  the  case  of  Mr. 
Doty,  oappoae  a  gentleman  to  come  here  from 
Masiadiaaetiis  and  show  that,  in  November  la^t, 
he  wafteleoied  to  aooceed  him  (Mr.  C.)  in  the  next 
Oeagfg««  That  wonld  not  give  him  the  place  in 
thia  Cknigress.  No,  though  he  should  proceed 
fiillher,and  show  that  he  (Mr.  C.)  was  now  sitting 
hen  bf  mistalce  or  by  open  usurpation  of  right. 
The  applieaat  most  prevail  on  the  legal  import  of 
hwiiWA  eleetion  and  his  own  cen ificate;  yet,  as  the 
ifdegnUtfitiea  in  the  action  of  Mr.  Jones,  or  of  the 
Hoone,  in  the  inctdents.of  the  twenty-foanh  Con- 
gfe0e,had  become  involved  with  the  present  sub- 
jedin  tbe  report  of  the  Committee  on  Election.^  i 
mad  iSL  the  minds  of  honorable  members,  so  as  to 
confose  and  obscure  the  whole  case,  Mr.  C.  would 
ennoiilf  etat^hia  view  of  the  claims  of  Mr.  Jones. 

Mr.  Jones  received  two  years  age  the  following 
ccflificate: 

EtSGUTIVB  DaPARTMBNT, 

Witeotuin  TerrUory,  NoremheT  1, 1836. 

IfHeiny  Dodge,  Qovernorc^  ihe  Territory  of  WiacnoBin,  ii» 
hei«br  certify  niai,  in  conformity  with  ihe  organic  law  of  Con- 
grteTpeBsed  April  20, 1836^  and  agreeably  lo  the  14(.h  B«etion 
of  eiia  aeief  Coogreea,  I  have  raoaed  e]eciiona  to  t)e  holdcn  in 
tha.a*v«nkl  counties  in  ttiia  Territory  for  a  delegate  to  the  Con- 
gra—  pfthe  United  States,  to  eerve  for  the  teron  of  two  your$;; 
mmS  I  Mreby  declare  ami  matte  known  that  George  W.  Jones 
BMK  has.  beep  duly  elected  a  delegate  to  the  Congress  of  the 
Vnjted  Stated  agreeable  to  the  provisions  of  said  organic  law. 

Giren  uatfor  my  hand  and  sea),  this  tst  day  of  November,  A. 
D.  1836.  H.  DODGE,  [l.  s.]  * 

Iftr*  C.  f bought  all  the  principles  of  law  applica- 
ble to  tbe  ccrtifioaie  of  Mr.  Doty  apply  ;to  this.  It 
diffen  in  words,  but  not  in  legal  inport.  Or  if 
tbere  be  any  difference  in  the  legal  impon,  ii  is 
anope  in  favor  of  the  doctrine  deduced  from  Mr. 
Doty^,  that  tbe  term  of  service  is  intended  tn  be 
eoinoident  with  that  of  Representatives  from  ihe 
Btotce.  It  expressly  cites  the  act  of  April,  1836,  as 
Iporefning  both  the  eleetion  and  the  period  of  s.«r- 
v]ee»  By  the  election  of  1836,  and  the  certificate 
lesaed  thereon,  Mr.  Jones  became  a  delegate  in  the 
tetenty^ftb  Gongrett^  and  for  the  two  years  of  that 
OoBgxeaa  and  no  other,  beginning  on  the  4(h  of 
Maicb,  1837,  and  terminatiog  on  the  3d  of  March, 
18301' in  Ihe  same  way  that,  by  the  election  of 
1^,  Mr.  Doty  became  a  delegate  in  the  twenty- 
sixtli  Congressi  beginning  on  the  4th  of  Maich, 
IS39»  and  ooniinoing  for  two  years  from  that  tinie. 
ktsro  certificates  are  perfectly  consistent,  and 
5  bcMb  of  ibtm  a  clear  and  certain  construction 
I  collated  with  the  acts  of  1836  and  1817,  and 
tlMqr  tboB  free  (he  two  cases  of  Mr.  Jone^  and  Mr. 
Doty  from  all  ooUiston  or  contrariety. 

Mr.  C.  said  he  should  not  enter  into  any  discus- 
mo9k,tji  the  pecoliarities  in  the  position  of  Mr.  Jones 
s^thetwentyrfqarth  Ckiagress,  any  further  than  to 
ipgygc^t  why  those  facts  coold  not  control  the  pre- 
sent case.  There  was  mach  room  for  debate  con- 
corsing  them,  but  they  might  all  be  admitted  with- 
Olll.afciaking  the  principles  he  bad  laiJ  down  as  ibe 
iMpaJb^  of  hia  own  conclusions.  Thn^,  it  is  assumed 
ll|i|ii  ^f Mfr  Jones  be  held  entitled  ^  ^^  ^^^  ^^'^ 
tl|^]^plsaDt  aes^iqn,  the  effect  viU  be  to  give  him 
%fH^Vr^  of . jhree.  years,  ^ifot  so.  If  his  certifi- 
«i49.^MC|  did  n<^t,  hy  Je^i  cunstrnction,  take 
9ll^v^tXk9,ii\i  o(  Vai^^  1837,  then  the  two 
Wfimmf^'  tiQ^J^  wired,  *0Bd   the  ^rror  lies  in 


assuming  that  he  sate  in  the  second  session  of  the 
iwenty-fonnh  Congress  under  that  ct'ri)ficate.  Sup- 
pose he  sale  here  wrongfully  that  session:  how 
could  such  a  fact  vary  tbe  legal  consiruction  of  the 
present  oertificatel  Suppose  that  he  or  rhe  House, 
in  fact,  ihou?ht  at  the  time  that  he  was  then  silling 
iiniier  the  present  certificaie:  how  could  that  mis- 
conception of  himself,  or  of  any  other  man,  affect 
the  If'gal  force  and  import  of  ibc  act  of  1817  ap- 
plied to  the  act  of  1836?  Who  ever  imagined  be- 
fore that  the  mere  mistake  of  an  individual  or  of 
individuals  repealed  an  act  of  Congress?  In  point 
of  fact,  Mr.  Jones  came  to  ihe  tweiiiy-foorth 
Congress  a  delegate  from  Michijjan.  He 
f>at  in  the  first  session  of  that  Congress  as 
such  without  dispute,  because,  though  a 
part  of  the  previous  Territory  of  Michigan  as- 
sumed to  be  a  Sme,  and  the  credentials  of  Mr. 
CsARY  as  its  Representative  elect  were  communica- 
ted to  the  House  on  the  16lh  of  December,  1835, 
yet  the  Sta<e  was  ntH  recognised  as  such  by  act  of 
Congress  until  the  26ih  of  January,  1837,  nor  was 
Mr.  Crarv  sworn  m  until  that  time;  and  that  part 
of  Michigan  now  constituting  Wisconsin  still  re- 
mained unqUfslionably  a  Territory  long  afier  the 
domestic  organization  of  the  State  of  Michigan. 
Nay,  the  political  community  which,  in  anticipa- 
tion of  the  action  of  Congress,  organized  itself  as  a 
State,  differed  materiftlly  from  that  which  was  ac- 
tually admitted  into  Ihe  Union  as  such.  Accord- 
ingly, on  the  7th  of  December,  1835,  as  appears  by 
the  journal,  Mr.  Jones  appeared  and  took  his  place 
as  the  delegate  from  Michigan.  He  was  chosen, 
and  held  a  certificate  for  two  years.  When  did 
that  certificate  expite?  Whether  it  was  cut  short 
by  tbe  organization  of  the  Terriury  of  Wisconsin, 
in  July,  1836,  or  whether,  which  seems  the  truer 
construction,  it  did  not  cease  to  have  effect  until  the 
admission  of  Michigan  as  a  State,  m  Janui^ry, 
1837 — in  either  case,  Mr.  C.  thought  it  left  the  or- 
ganization of  Wisconsin  to  stand  on  its  own  merits, 
giving  to  ihe  delegates  of  that  Territory  a  tenure  of 
service  corresponding  in  period  and  in  duration 
with  that  of  representftiives  from  tbe  States. 


SPEECH  OF  MR  EVEllETT, 
Of  Vkrmovt, 
la  the  Httvat  of  RepresefUativts,  January  24,  1839 — 
The  House  having  resolved  itself  into  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union  for  the 
purpose  of  referring  the  several  subjects  con- 
tained in  tbe  President's  Message,  and  having 
under  consideration  the  following  resolution: 
Retolvedj  That  ao  much  of  said  Menage  as  relates  to  Indian 
alfalr^  except  wliai  concerns  ilie  defence  of  the  frontier 
against  Indian  hoetiitties.  and  the  protecUon  of  the  Indians 
against  the  inrruslons  ol  the  citixoos  of  tlie  United  0tAtoe,  bo 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Indian  Aflairs: 

Mr.  EVERETT  requested  that  the  pact  of  the 
Message  relating  to  Indian  affairs  might  be  read. 
Mr.  £.  interrupting  the  reading,  said  he  presumed 
it  would  be  sufficient  to  refer  to  the  passages  on 
which  be  intended  to  comment. 

**The  occasion  is,  therefore,  deemed  a  proper  one  to  place 
this  policy  In  surh  a  point  of  view  as  will  exonerate  the  Go- 
vemixient  of  the  United  States  from  the  umieserved  reproach 
which  has  been  cast  upon  it  through  several  successive  Admi- 
nistrations. That  a  mixed  occupation  of  the  ?ame  territorv,  by 
the  white  and  red  man,  is  hicompaiible  with  the  safety  or  tiap- 
pinese  of  either,  is  a  posiUon  in  respect  te  which  there  has  lods 
smce  ceaaed  to  be  room  for  a  diflerence  of  opinion.  Reason' 
and  experience  have  alike  ilemonstrsted  iv)  Impi  .ciicsbility. 
The  bitter  irulis  of  every  auempt  heretofore  to  overcome  the 
barriers  interposed  by  Nature  have  only  been  destruction,  both 

{>hysical  and  moral,  to  the  Indian;  dangerous  conflicts  of  au- 
hority  between  the  Federal  and  «»iate  Government;  and  de- 
inmental  to  the  mdivldual  prosperity  of  the  citizen,  as  well  as 
to  the  general  improvement  of  the  country.  The  remndicU 
policy  J  the  principles  of  ichieh  were  settled,  more  than  thirty 
ye*r9  agOy  under  the  administration  of  Mr.  Jt^fferaon,  con- 
sists n  an  extinction,  for  a  fair  consideraiioo,  of  the  title  to  all 
the  lands  still  occupied  by  itie  Indians  within  the  States  and 
Territories  of  ih-i  United  States;  their  removal  to  a  country 
west  of  the  MtsHt«sippi,  much  more  exien*tve,  and  betirr 
adapted  to  their  condition,  than  that  on  which  they  then  rs- 
siUeil,  the  guarantee  to  them,  by  the  United  States,  of  their  ex- 
clusive poW-Jsion  of  that  conniry  for  ever,  exempt  'rom  all  in- 
trnsinns  by  while  men,  with  ample  provisions  for  their  security 
against  external  violence  and  internal  disseosions,  arid  the  ex- 
tension to  them  of  suitable  facilities  for  their  advancement  in 
clvilitatlon.  This  has  not  been  the  policy  of  particular  Admi- 
nistrations only,  butof  each  in  saccession,  since  ihe  first  aitempt 
10  carry  it  ont  under  that  of  Mr.  Monroe.  AU  have  labored  for 
its  accomplishmoDi,  only  with  different  degrera  of  succeos. 
The  manner  <^f  its  execution  has,  it  is  true,  from  thne  to  time, 
given  rise  to  confileis  of  opinion  and  UAlust  imputatioos;  but, 
m  respect  to  the  wisdom  and  neceselty  of  tha  policy  itself,  UMre 
has  net,  from  tbe  beginning,  existed  a  doubt  in  the  miod  of  any 
calm,  judicious,  disinterested  friend  of  the  Indian  race,  a<:ciiB> 
U|n«li»f«ttoGuoapiideallfhtMMdbj«zp«iencak"    ' 


"Occupying  the  double  character  of  contractor  on  Its  owrf 
account,  and  guardian  for  the  panies  contracted  with,  it  was 
hanlly  to  be  expeeted  that  the  dealings  «f  the  Fedrral  Govern- 
ment whh  the  Indian  tribes  "would  escape  misrepresentation. 
That  there  occurred  in  the  earlv  settlement  of  ihis  country,  as 
in  ail  others  where  the  civiliEod  race  has  succee^ied  to  the  pos- 
sessions of  the  savagH,  iii9iaiic«s  of  oppression  and  fra-  tL  on 
the  part  of  the  former,  there  is  too  much  reason  to  liolieve. 
No  such  offences  ean^  however,  be  justly  chained  upon  this 
Oorerfiment^  since  if  became/ree  to  pursue  it's  own  course. 
Its  dealings  with  the\Indian  tribes  have  been  just  and  friend* 
ly  throughout." 

''TheUnilid  States  havefulfU'ed  in  good  faith  aUtheir 
treaty  stipulations  with  the  Indian  tribes,  sndimve,  in  everv 
other  instaitce,insistedupon  a  hke  performance  of  their  obli- 
gaiions." 

It  will  be  seen,  from  these  extracts,  that  the 
message  was  inieuded  as  a  general  defence  of  the 
conduct  of  the  past  and  present  Adminislration-v 
(**iinee  ii  became  fru.  lo  purtue  its  men  eourse'^)  in 
regard -to  ii;e  Indians,  against  what  the  President 
is  pleased  to  call  ^^undeserved  reproach ef^^''  ^^unjuat 
{inpw«ft<m.4/'  ^'tnisrepreseiUalion.^^  And  it  affirms 
of  lh»«  G'>vernmeni — "//3  deaknga  wUh  the  Indian 
tribes  huve  beenjuH  and  Jriendty  tkroughoul,''^  and 
that  ^'tlte  United  States  have  fulfilled  in  good  faith 
all  tht'ir  treaty*stipulations  with  the  Indian  tribes," 

Having,  in  times  past,  animadverted  on  the 
couise  pursued  by  (he  two  Administrations  to- 
wards  the  Southern  Indians,  I  cannot  but  take  to 
myself  a  full  share  of  tl)e  censure  implied  by  the 
message;  and  I  feel  called  on  to  examine  on  whom 
censure  ought  to  rest.  I  will  state  distinctly  some 
of  the  leading  charges  which  have  been  made, 
and  the  grounds  on  which  they  rest;  and  will  sub- 
mit to  the  judgment  of  the  people  of  this  nation 
whether  the  charges  contain  aught  of  "um/caefMd 
reproaehi'^^  of  **unjusl  tmpudUion,'*  or  of  "imjreiwe- 
aenUUion.^* 

I  will  first  correct  an  historical  error.  The  Pre- 
sident attributes  to  Mr.  Jefferson's  Administration 
the  establishment  of  the  remedial  policy  of  Indian 
removals.  I  have  found  no'docnment  or  fact  in  oar 
history  that  gives  countenance  to  it.  And  I  will  be 
obliged  to  any  gentleman  present  to  name  one. 

Mr.  Haynes  referred  to  the  Cherokee  treaty  of 
1817. 

Mr.  EvaRBTT.  That  was  aAer  Mr.  Jefferson's 
reigd.  i 

Mr.  Hatnbs.  But  it  r^fers^to  facts  during  his 
time. 

Mr.  EvBRBTT.  And  what  is  tbe  reference?  It 
is  to  a  fact  the  very  reverse  of  the  policy  of  Indian 
removal,  as  undetstood  by  Mr.  Monroe,  its  real 
author.  The  fact  referred  to  is  this:  In  1808,  a 
portion  of  the  Gherokees  applied  to  Mr.  Jefferson 
for  permission  to  remove  (o  th^  Wesi;  not  for  the 
purpose  of  being  there  ci\  ilized,  but  ^Ho  continxu  the 
kunur  stole."  This,  and  this  alone,  was  the  policy 
proposed  daring  the  aa ministration  of  Mr.  Jeffer- 
son—-to  remove  such  and  such  only  as  desired  '*to 
eonlinue  Iht  hunter  life.''  On  this  subject  I  wUl 
make  a  reference  to  tne  report  of  the  Committee  on 
Indian  Affairs  in  1834,  made  under  the  supervision 
of  one  well  acquainted  with  the  history  of  our  In- 
dian relations,    i  allude  to  the  present  Executive 

of  Georgia: 

^'Whatever  diflerence  of  opinion  may  heretofore  liave  existed, 
the  policy  ol  the  Government,  in  rcgaitl  to  tbe  future  cendiUon 
of  these  tribes  of  Indians,  may  now  be  regarded  as  definitively  set- 
Ued.  To  Induce  thorn  to  remove  west  of  the  Miralssippi,  to  a 
territory  set  apart  and  dedicated  to  their  use  and  government 
forever;  to  Bpcuro  to  them  there  a  final  home;  to  elevate  their 
irttelleciual,  moral  and  civil  condition,  and  to  fit  them  for  tbe 
enjoyment  o(  Uie  blessings  df  a  free  goveromeoi,  is  that  poii- 
cv  "  Ac. 

^The  project  for  removing  the  Eastern  Inrlians  west  of  the 
UiTsissippi  may  be  referred  for  its  origin  to  a  pfopoaitioD  of  a 
part  ofihe  Cherokee  tribe  in  1803,  Ho  remove  across  the  Missis- 
sippi river  on  seme  vacant  lands  of  the  United  Suites,'  and  there 
'toceniinue  the  hunter  life,*  in  consequence  of  which,  In  1817, 
th<>vexchAng<>d  their  lands  east  for  lands  west  of  that  river 

•TheCltociaw  treaty  of  lc20,  made  Ho  promote  the  c.viliza* 
lion  of  the  east  Ohociaw  Indians,  by  the  establishment  of 
Bchools  among  them,  and  to  perpetuate  them  as  a  nation,  by  ex- 
cliangirgfor  asmhll  pan  oi  their  land  a  country  beyond  the 
Missfnippi  ov<»r,  where  all  who  live  by  hunting,  and  will  not 
w  rk,  may  be  collected  together,'  grants  ihem  a  tract  of  land 
west  of  the  I'iver  foi  that  purpose.  Neither  of  Uiese  cessions 
looked  to  Ihe  civilixaUon  of  the  Indians  west  of  the  MisMsrippi; 
aniL  ii  is  vvorthy  of  remark,  that  this  emigration,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  co.,iinulnff  the  Aun/er  life,  has  contrary  to  all  thought 
or  oxoectaJlon,  laid  the  foundauon  for  Indian  civilizauon;  those 
who  were  thus  sent  off  having  far  eutstripped  those  the*  left  be- 
hind  ill  the  aria  of  avilizaiion  and  n  the  comforts  of  lift. 

«In  1826  the  plan  for  the  removal  and  civiliwiiion  of  the  In- 
dian tribes  was  otBcfally  pn»ed  on  the  allaDtlon  of  Congrese 
_  .—     Mqnroe*s)  1 


by  the  President's  [Mr.  Mqnroe's)  mewaw,  aod  the  report  of 
Se  Secretary  of  War  [Mr.  Calhouni  of  ihat  year.  The  plan 
then  propowd  was  tb  acquire  a  miffidefti  tract  of  country  wt« 
ofths  State  ©fMlsBOUfl  and  Tarritory  of  Arkansas,  m  order  to 


permaDent  eeUlemeDts  in  that  auaJrterofUie  tribes 

I  wBchwere  proposed  to  be  removed.'  To  give  them  the  •rtrong. 
*       Simo«tiidl«aS»w»aeM  that  tha  <io«airy  gtraa  than 
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wtxould  be  tlioirsM  a  peroianeDt  borne  for  themielveB  and  their 
po««trri(y,  vvhhout  being  diKurbed  by  theencroarhntenMof  our 
■  iiizeiif.'  Tosdd  luniih  aaiuranceeaayBtein  by  which  the 
Giioiuineiit,  without  deetroying  tbeir  independence,  would 
gradually  unite  the  aeveral  tribee  under  a  iimple,  but  enligbt> 
r.i.eil  Fvirtem  oiCiovernment and  laws.'  " 

bii  much  lorihe  historical  error;  nor  woald  it 
h&vt*  deserved  so  much  notice,  were  it  not  the  fash- 
ion to  draw  on  Mr.  Jefferson  for  authority,  when 
facts  were  net  at  command. 

I  now  reiurn  to  the  charges  and  to  the  defence. 
Ag{iinst  the  policy  of  Imliau  removals,  m  under- 
5tood  by  Mr.  Monroe,  or  as  defined  bjr  the  commit- 
tee, no  leproaches  were  ever  made.  1  certainly 
have  made  none,  neither  against  the  policy,  nor 
against  any  Administration  for  supporting  it.  It 
wan  one  ol'  the  objects  of  the  report  to  carry  it  in- 
to execution.  That  policy  was  to  induce  the  In- 
dians to  remove,  not  to  force  them.  And  this  con- 
Ktitates  the  difference  of  the  policy  before  1839,  and 
since — "since  it  [the  Govermeni]-  became  free  to 
pursue  its  own  course."  The  "reproaches, "  the 
"imn.nations,"  have  been  made  against  this  change 
of  the  policy,  or,  if  y^u  please,  in  the  language  of 
the  message,  to  'Mhe  manner  of  itb  execution." 

I  proceed  to  the  specifieatioa  of  the  charges 
brought  against  the  last  and  the  present  Adtnini^ 
trations.  I  shall  submit  to  the  committee  and  to 
the  nation,  whether  its  dealings  have  been  just  ? 
Whether  it  has  fulfilled  all  treaty  stipulations  with 
the  Indian  tribes — with  the  Southern  tribes? 

I  begin  with  the  Seminoles.  The  charge  is,  that 
the  Executive,  in  1835,  commenced  war  against 
the  Seminoles,  to  enforce  the  execution  of  a  treaty 
not  legally  or  morally  obligatory  upon  them;  and, 
for  that  purpose,  the  war,  thus  unjustly  com- 
menced, is  continued  to  this  time. 

In  1836  I  attempted  an  examination  of  this  sub- 
ject in  detail.  At  this  time  I  shall  content  myself 
with  giving  a  brief  ot  one  of  the  objections  then 
taken,  and  to  which  the  late  special  message 
of  the  President  (t>oc.  93)  has  given  additional 
force. 

-  By  the  treaty  concluded  with  the  Seminoles— 
concluded  on  the  9th  May,  1832,  and  ratified  13th 
April,  1834 — they  agreed  to  emigrate  to  the  ooua- 
try  west  of  the  Mississippi,  hererofore  ceded  to  the 
Crtik  nolton,  on  certain  eonditunu;  one  of  which 
was,  that  the  Creeks  should  assent  to  reuwUe  with 
the  Seminoles  as  one  people,  and  that  they  should 
be  '*  received  as  a  consiUtunt  part  of  the  Creek  na- 
tion, and  be  readmitted  to  all  the  privileges  as  a 
member  of  the  same."  The  terms  of  this  condition 
have  reference  to  former  relations  between  the  Se- 
minoles and  Creeks.  The  Seminoles  were  formerly 
a  distinct  band,  having  a  separate  location;  and,  as 
such,  were  a  etmatUufni  jMrt^ik  nuniher  of  the 
Creek  nation — or  (as  expressed  by  article  4)  of  the 
"  Cretk  confederation.*^  They  seceded  from  the 
Creek  nation,  and,  by  the  treaty  ot  Camp  Moul- 
trie, of  1833,  were  recognised. as  an  independent 
tribe  The  object  and  purpose  of  the  condition, 
was  obviously  to  restore  the  ancient  relations  be- 
tween the  Seminoles  and  Creeks.  This,  however, 
required  the  assent  of  the  Creek  nefion,  as  well  of 
the  pan  that  had  not  emigrated,  as  of  the  part  that 
had  emigrated.  The  whcle  Creek  nation  numbered 
over  25,000— Irss  ih;  n  3,500  had  emigrated.  On 
he  14th  February,  1833*  it  was  attempted  to  fulfil 
the  eondiiion,  in  the  senve  t  have  given  it.  A  treaty 
was  then  made  with  the  emigrant  Creeks,  by  which 
theif  agreed  that  "  the  Semnolee  wilt  kereafter  be 
considered  at  a  constituent  part  pf  said  [Creek]  na- 
Iton,  6iU  are. to  be  located  on  tome  part  of  the  Creek 
coinUry  fry  Uitmutoet;  whkh  loeotion  unit  be  selected 
for  them  by  the  eommittionert'**  signing  the  :reaty; 
and  a  location  was  immediately  selected  t^eiween 
the  forks  of  the  Canadian  river.  This  arrangement 
was  made  at  Fort  Gibson,  and  appears  to  have 
been  satisfactory  to  the  Seminole  and  eimirraiil  Creek 
delegates  then  present,  and  only  wauled  the  as!<ent 
of  the  Eastern  Creeks  to  have  rendered  it  a  perfect 
fulfilment  of  the  condition.  But  to  them  it  was  not 
communicated,  nor  was  their  assent  asked.  They, 
however,  '*i<ite«rered"  the  arrangement,  and  refused 
to  sanction  it.  They  sent  word  to  the  Seminole 
bands,  **that  while  they  were  toiliing  to  receive  them 
withisk  their  lisniUs  as  a  portion  ef  the  nation^  they 
wovUd  net  stiver  them  to  enjoy  assy  separate  allotment 
qf  their  seU."  And,  sir,  this  fact  came  to  the  know- 
ledge of  the  ExeontiTf  ^er«  the  roAfioaUon  ^As 


Simmole  treaty.  It  eame  to  the  knowledge  of  Gen. 
Eaton  while  negotiating  with  the  Indians  at  Wash- 
ington, in  the  winter  of  1834.  And  yet,  notwilh- 
.vtanding  this,  the  Executive  procured  the  treaty  to 
be  ratified  in  the  April  following.  The  Seminoles 
refused  to  execufe  the  treaty,  on  the  express  gronnd 
that  the  condition  had  not  been  fulfilled;  that  no 
separate  location  had  been  provided  for  them.  I 
have  the  authority  of  Gen.  Eaton  for  saying  that 
ihis  **ioas  the  etsential  eotise  of  their  relttctoncs  to  go 
offJ*^  This,  his  opinion,  he  communicated  to  th4 
Executive,  as  early  as  March,  1835.  This,  sir,  is 
the  treaty  that  we  have  been  endeavoring,  for  the 
last  three  years,  to  execute  by  the  Seminole  war. 

The  importance  of  the  fulfilment  of  the  condi- 
tion to  the  Seminoles  and  to  ourselves  is  illustrated 
by  the  late  special  message  ot  the  President,  (Doc. 
No.  93.)  From  this  it  appears  ihat  the  fortune  of 
war  has  placed  in  our  bands  2,000  Seminoles, 
whom  wc  have  transported  over  the  Mississippi. 
The  Eastern  Creeks  have  also  been  removed  to  the 
lands  assigned  them,  and  have  taken  possession  of 
the  lands  allotted  to  the  Seminoles;  and  they  now 
say,  as  they  said  in  1833,  *Hhat  they  will  not  suffer 
the  Seminoles  to  enjoy  any  separate  aUolment  of  their 
soil.**  And  the  Seminoles  noio,  as  in  1832,  refuse 
to  amalgamate  with  the  Creeks.  These  3,000 
Seminoles  are  now  encamped  in  the  Cherokee 
country,  near  Fort  Gibson,  where  they  must  re- 
main until  a  new  location  is  provided  for  them. 
And  now,  at  this  late  day,  the  President  asks  Con- 
gress for  the  authority  to  provide  them  a  location 
elsewhere  than  that  in  the  Creek  country.  How 
unfortunate  that  this  had  not  been  provided  for  be- 
fore the  ratification  of  the  treaty^before  the  com- 
mencement of  the  Seminole  war! 

The  charge,  then,  is,  that  the  Executive,  know- 
ing that  the  condition  of  the  treaty  had  not  been 
fulfilled — knowing  that  nine-tenths  of  the  Creeks 
had  objected  to  allowmg  a  separate  location  to  the 
Seminoles—and  that  they  had  given  the  Seminoles 
notice  of  the  fact — ^yet,  knowing  all  this,  it  pro- 
ceeded to  have  the  trekty  ratified;  and,  aAerwards, 
knowing  that  thtx  objection  continued  to  be  the  es- 
sential reason  why  the  Seminoles  would  not  re- 
move, it  proceeded  to  compel  them  tor  remove  by 
force.  I  lay  out  of  the  question  a  pretended  sul>- 
sequent  agreement  of  a  few  of  the  chiefs,  as  hav- 
ing been  the  result  of  an  equally  unjustifiable 
force. 

This,  sir,  is  one  of  the  specifications;  and.  I  ask, 
was  this  *'dealingjust  md friendly  tkroughoutl'* 

Another.  In  the  course  of  the  Seminole  war,  a 
number  of  the  Semmoles  came  in  utidcr  the  pro- 
tection of  a  flag,  and  under  express  assurance  of  iu 
protection.    That fla^  was  violated;  they  were  made 

grisoners— detained  and  transported  beyond  the 
f  ississlppi.  Was  this  dealing  just?  On  a  former 
occasion,  I  stated  that  I  thought  the  Honse  would 
be  satisfied  with  the  course  then  (as  was  intimated 
to  ine)  pursuing  by  the  Secretary  of  War.  I  now 
state  that  I  have  lo  reason  to  be  satisfied.  I  know 
not  what  was  doxe.  But  no  public  notice  has 
since  been  taken  of  the  transaction — no  public  cen- 
sure— no  atonement  to  the  Seminoles,  or  to  our- 
.selves.  And  what  was  the  consequence?  Even 
Indians  will  not  in  future  respect  your  flag.  Yon 
can  hold  no  communication  with  the  enemy.  And 
you  continue  the  war.  And  what  do  you  propose? 
How  ;s  the  war  to  be  conducted  or  ended?  Is  it 
seriously  in  fended,  as  has  been  proposed,  to  settle 
your  lands  in  Florida  by  tenants,  by  Knight  servieet 
And  are  these  feudal  Knights  to  be  your  defence 
against  the  Seminoles?  Or,  perhaps,  as  is  suggest- 
ed by  a  friend  near  me,  are  they  to  defend  your 
army  against  the  Indians?  This  Knight  service, 
too,  is  to  be  the  defence  along  the  whole  line  of  yonr 
Western  frontier.  But,  sir,  perhaps  I  am  trench- 
ing on  ihf  powers  of  the  Committee  on  Military 
Afl*airs,  to  which  I  believe  one  of  the  resolutions 
commits  tuis  subject.  I  will,  however,  take  leave 
to  suggest  a  more  simple  and  certain  mode  of  ter- 
minating the  Seminole  war.  It  is  this:  as  your  flag 
may  not  be  respected,  dismiss  ene  of  the  Seminole 
prisoners,  with  a  message  that,  if  the  Seminoles 
will  not  cross  a  certain  designated  line,  you  will 
not.  Both  sides  are  equally  tired  of  the  war;  and 
that  line,  I  have  no  doubt,  woold  be  respected.  On 
these  (ems  yon  cooldhav«had  a  pcicea  y«ar  afo. 


I  pass  from  the  Seminoles  to  the  Creeks;  apd  1 
make  this  charge,  that  the  Execative  removed  the 
Creeks  by  a  military  force,  in  violation  of  an  exist- 
ing treaty. 

By  the  treaty  of  24th  March,  1832,  certaio  leser- 
vations  were  made  to  the  Creeks,  who,  at  theeiui 
of  five  years,  were  entitled  to  patents  in  fee,  if  thiy 
chose  to  remain;  and  in  the  mean  time,  the  United 
States  agreed  to  remove  all  intruders.  The  13ih 
article  is  in  these  words: 

"  AnnoLB.  Zii.  The  United  Sutea  ire  doiioua  that  ik 
Creelce  ahould  remove  to  the  countnr  wen  of  die  BUnaippi, 
Ac.  Sec.  Stc  Provided^  hmoever,  (kai  f  Am  ariiec  tkaU  nA 
be  corutrued  so  a«  lo  compel  atiy  Cruk  Indian  to  udpau^ 
but  they  shall  be  free  to  go  or  stay  at  they  pleatt.*' 

The  obligation  to  remove  intruders  was  not  re* 
garded.  The  whites  intruded  upon  them,  and  bjr 
fraud,  by  persecution,  by  forgery,  and  by  force, 
evicted  many  of  the  Creeks  from  their  lands.  This 
produced  resistance  on  the  the  part  of  a  few; and 
this  was  magnified  into  a  general  hostility  of  the 
Cteek  nation.  The  Executive,  instead  of  renoT- 
iag  the  iniTuders,  removed  22,000  Creeks  by  a 
military  force.  Their  removal  was  attended  viih 
unparalleled  suflering^-resulting,  a.^  I  am  infumiid, 
in  the  death  of  6,000  within  the  first  year.  Saek 
was  the  fate  of  the  Creeks — such  the  deafia^]  wlieh  ' 
are  pronounced  jusf  and  friendly  tkrovglmt. 

I  pass  to  the  Che rokees:  and  u  it  iroe  that  yos 
have  fulfilled  yonr  treaty  stipnlatlDns  with  then! 
Permit  •me  to  say,  that  this  is  the  first  time  that  I 
ever  heard  it  asserted  or  pretended.  It  oefer  hai 
been  contended  on  this  floor  that  we  had  folfiQed 
them.  I  now  refer  to  the  treaty  of  Hobton;  aad 
from  that  time  to  1828  to  the  treaty  of  New  EehotL 
I  will  refer  yon  to  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  la- 
dian  AfiTairsof  1830,and  the  debates  of  that  aei* 
sion.  In  neither  was  it  contended  or  pietended 
that  we  had  fulfilled  the  stipulation  with  theGh^ 
rokees,  contained  in  the  7th  article  of  the  treaty  of 
Holston. 

"  Abt.  tii.  The  United  States  golemnly  purmtf  to  ik 
Cherokee  nation,  all  their  lands  not  hereby  ceded," 

The  fact  was  notorious,  conceded,  that  we  had 
not  fulfilled  this  stipulation.  Instead  of  being  d^ 
nied,  our  neglect  was  attempted  to  be  eieos^  on 
the  ground  that  we  had  not  the  power,  conaisteiOy 
with  the  rights  of  the  States.  I  do  not  enter  spoo 
the  question  of  the  validity  of  the  excosr.  it  w 
debated  at  the  last  session:  my  present  eoneen  is 
with  the  allegation  in  the  message,  thai  the  Uaiied 
States  have,  ingcM>d  faith,  fulfilled  all  li^tieatT 
stipulations  with  the  Indian  tribes,  and  with  ad- 
mitted facts  as  to  the  treaty  of  Holston. 

The  next  charge  has  relation  to  thetieatyet 
New  Echora.  It  is,  that  this  treaty  was  with  ies 
than  one  hundred  adult  Cherokees,  agaiiat  the 
known  will  of  the  great  body  of  ihs  natica,  act 
one  in  forty  assenting  to  it.  At  the  lastsessiosthii 
treaty  was  fully  debated.  I  took  part  in  the  defaase, 
and  shall  not  now  enter  npon  the  details. !  take  the 
leading  fact,  the  uncontroverted  and  incootrofeni- 
ble  fact,  that  this  treaty  was  concluded  with  tes 
than  one  hundred  Cherokees  acting  for  iheoMHa 
alone;  and  I  place  it  in  opposition  to  the  deeian- 
tion  in  the  Message,  that  **fio  isaUtnee  ef  epn"*** 
as^d  frond"  ^*eanjiuUyke  charged  upon  Ma  ^^^ 
metU,  since  it  keeoinefiee  to  pwsnt  its  own  te^* 
And  that  <'{<« dealings  with  the  Indians hm  kek'pi 
and  friendly  thtougho^.^' 

I  add  one  more  charge  to  tlie  list:  it  is,  thUAc 
treaty  was  a  fraud  upon  the  Senate  as  well  as « 
the  Cherokees.  The  specification  is,  tkditm 
month  qf  Jfotember,  1835,  secrU  imtrvetiMt  «»* 
given  to  conclude  a  treaty  with  a  miaorttji  ff^^ 
fion,  which  were  iwt  eonununicaled  to  the  Seatitmti 
the  treaty  was  before  it  for  r€U\ficalion. 

The  instructions  communicated  were  the«ti 
the  2d  April,  which  required  the  assent  »f  «^ 
rity  of  the  nation;  ihey  were  commnnicaicdtfj* 
instructions  under  which  the  treaty  was  mate* 
direct  evidence  of  the  fact  Ihr  :  .^crct  insOTCB* 
were  given  which  eventuated  iii  uie  treaty,  «•■ 
out  long  after  its  latificaticn,  and  by  one  sf  *■• 
chances  that  happen  in  the  oblique  traBsacrietf" 
men.  Strong  prc^amptions  arose  from  thcltUtt* 
the  Commissioner  of  the  30th  of  October,  «**» 
connection  with  the  then  existing  stale  of^ 
but  we  are  indebted  to  a  coUaieral  cii 
the  disclosure  of  the  fact  that  the  secret. —  -^ 
wete  given.    It  was  this:  tha  Auditor  diw* 
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the  charges  for  ihe  special  messeeger  who  was  sent 
for  and  retamed  with  the  instraciioDfii  to  obtain 
the  altowasces,  the  Commissioner  disclosed  the  fact 
10  the  acting  Secretary  of  War,  on  which  the  ac- 
ooant  was  allowed  and  paid.  What  sort  of  AtaLing 
la  thisi  » 

Sach  are  some  of  the  charges  wiiich  have  beor 
heretofore  made  against  the  Govern  mem  ^^Anct  it 
hioam  fiee  to  purgue  U$  €wn  fourse."  The  pioo.'s 
are  in  ttie  records  of  its  Departments;. 

I  have  a  word  to  sajr  of  th<9  execution  of  the 
treaty.  The  time  allowed  the  Cherokees  for  re- 
moval expired  on  the  23d  May,  1838.  In  couic- 
Jroence  or  an  order  previonsly  i«sn«d,  a  military 
orce  of  7,000  men  wa?  then  in  the  Cherokee 
eoontry,  for  the  purpose  of,  removing  the  Chero- 
kees. As  the  crisis  approached,  the  Administration 
became  alarmed  at  the  probable  consequences  of  a 
forcible  removal  of  the  Cherokee  nation.  I  am 
willing  to  believe  that  a  !>entimeiit  of  homantly 
mingled  with  the  alarm.  On  the  3*2d  of  May  the 
Fretident  submitted  to  Congress  a  recommendaiion 
for  a  farther  appropriation  for  the  benefit  of  the 
Cherokees,  and  for  the  allowance  to  them  of  th$ 
fmthtr  fyiu  of  two  years  far  the  completion  of  thwr 
mmigntMH.  [Ooc.  376.]  To  prevent  all  mistake 
on  this  subject,  I  refer  to  the  letter  of  the  Secretary 
to  the  Cherokee  Delegation  of  the  ISih  of  May, 
coounuDicated  in  this  document: 

**As  to  bM  been  iMfore  obserred,  the  Govemnieot  of  the 
Vjafcad  iotM  could  not  mtm  to  this  ankle  [m:  *<S'iicA  rti- 
wiaoat  to  bo  commenced  at  the.  earlieat  period^  and  to  be  fuUy 
ooiltpiMted  wUhin  two  years  frutn  this  date*]  wicboui  the 
coonotof  tlie  Scatcs  whu«e  rigtiu  are  involved,  and  whoee  in* 
tammo  voaj  tie  affected  by  thie  aiipuiation.  Out  the  Execuiivo 
'  *    I  Itealf  to  uae  ita  beat  eflbrta  to  induce  them  to  ab.«tniri 


pledgee  li 

sroai  pra 


sroai  prwiing  their  claims  in  a  manner  that  would  produce 
leav  or  iaconvenience  to  the  Cherokee  people,  and  would  be  in- 
eoMlMeDt  with  their  being  removed  wich  every 


being  removed  wich  every  reasonable 
FvoiD  the  well-lcnown  humanity  and  generous  cha- 
r  of  the  States  of  Georgia,  Tennessee  and  Alal&ma,  there 
can  be  eo  doalK  of  their  gnniin;  every  indulgence  which  thu 
imereels  of  humanity  require;  and  if  two  years  are  neeeesary 
for  the  eoatfortable  remooal  of  the  nation,  the  undersigned 
woiU  venture  to  aaeure  the  Delegation  that  their  request  will 
U  granted." 

In  my  opinion,  the  Executive  bad  the  right  to 
grant  it  without  consulting  any  of  the  States.  1 
pass  that.  My  object  is  to  bhow  that  the  Execo- 
tive  submitted  the  proposition  for  the  extension  of 
time  to  Congre5a,  with  an  undertaking  on  his  part 
that  it  should  he  fulfiUed.  And  how  was  it  de- 
feated? The  proposition  wa.^  immediately  comma- 
aicated  to  Ihe  Executive  of  Georgia,  with  corrc- 
ponding  instructions  to  General  Scott.  A  corrc- 
q>ondettce  ensued  between  the  Executive  of  Geor- 
gia and  the  Secretary  of  War,  (Doc.  No.  491,)  by 
which  it  would  seem  *^thal  his.Exeelloncy  must  have 
mis&pprthended  the  true  meaning  and  intent  qf  the 
Oesiniwunl."  General  Scott  had  on  the  24th  com- 
ncnced  the  work  of  arresting  the  Cherokees  in 
view  of  their  removal,  and  he  was  instructed  "to 
eoatiaue  the  prosecution  of  ih  e  measures  he  had 
adopted  to  remove  the  Indians."  A  bill  pa»Fed 
making  a  further  appropriation  for  the  Cberoket  s; 
Gkneral  SeOtt  continued  the  capture  of  the  Chero- 
kees, and  all  the  grace  they  obtained  was  a  respite 
till  October,  than  to  be  removed  under  the  conduct 
of  their  chiefs.  ..This,  I  admit,  was  a  great  favor; 
jet,  with  all  the  care  and  prudence  with  which 
they  have  been  removed,  the  consequences  have 
been  moat  fatal.  The  confinement  of  large  num- 
bers together,  the  change  of  diet,  the  agitation  and 
fatigiies  of  removal,  have  resulted  in  the  loss  of 
aboni  3,000.  Much  of  this  would  have  been  pre- 
▼eoted  had  the  proposed  delay  of  two  yeats  heen 
allowed.  That  it  was  not  allowed,  i^  lo  be  attri- 
buted to  the  injudicious,  and,  if  I  may  so  say,  the 
obetinate  coarse  of  the  Executive  of  Georgia,  and 
to  the  want  of  firmness  of  our  own.  I  have  spo- 
ken of  the  consequences  of  that  hasty  removal,  not 
of  any  intention  to  produce  them. 

It  was  not  my  intention,  when  I  came  here,  to 
iMiTe  said  one  word  on  subjects  that  are  past.  The 
Soothera  Indians  have  been  removed — they  are 
gone.  I  was  disposed  to  let  all  past  controversies 
TCSt«  But,  sir,  I  could  not  in  silence  submit  to 
tba  sweeping  deaunciatien  of  the  message,  that  all 
tbe  ehuges  heretofore  brought  against  the  Execu- 
ti^ne  on  the  anbject  of  our  Jodian  relations  were 
•Hmimrved  reproaekes,'*  ^m^Jusi  iwpvtaiiontt''  or 
««Mitrq»rcstntaHeM;"oorth^^5jstory  should  falsify 
Iheti,  howerer  mtich  to  oi^  ^^edih  **>*^  ^^'  *«  l*»i 


ten  ye^r.^,  all  our  dealings  with  the  Indians  haoe 
btenjust,  or  that  we  hsLvefulfiUed  aUow  treaty  stfpu- 
laHone  with  the  Indian  tribes;  and  1  have  to  say, 
that  so  oAen  as  such  denanciatitms  and  assertions 
iihall  be  repeated,  as  ofivn  will  the  charges  be  re- 
stated. 


SPEECH  OK  MR  8LADE, 
Of  Vermo.nt. 
In  tkt  House  qf  Representatives,  February  Q^,  1839— 
An  amendment  to  the  bill  making  appropriations 
for  the  civil  and  di ploni a lic  expenses  of  the  Go- 
vernment for  the  year  1839,  being  onder  conside- 
ration in  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state 
(tf  the  Union — 

Mr.  SLADE  rose,  and  said  that  it  had  not  been 
his  intention  to  trouble  the  House,  during  the  pre- 
sent s^^ssion,  with  any  remarks  on  the  great  ques- 
tions which  divide  the  leading  parties  in  the  conn- 
try.  It  was  always  with  extreme  rnluctance  that 
he  addres^d  the  House;  and  he  felt  his  ordinary 
embarrassment  much  increased  by  a  consideration 
of  the  extent  and  fnlness  of  the  discussions  which 
these  questions  had  recently  undergone  here  and 
elsewhere.  He  had  not  the  vanity  to  suppose  that 
he  could  adduce  any  new  facts,  or  urge  any  new 
arguments;  yet  he  deemed  the  present  a  crisis 
when  it  is  incumbent  on  every  man  to  do  his  duty 
and  his  whole  duty;  and  when  it  becomes  no  man 
to  stand  still  tintil  ne  can  "do  some  great  thing,"  be- 
fore he  attempts  any  thing;  but  lo  do,  according  to 
bis  abilitv,  whatever  his  hands  find  to  do  with  all 
his  might.  In  ihc  fearful  struggle  going  on  be- 
tween Executive  p^wer  and  constitutional  freedom, 
every  roan  should  feel  that  he  has  a  deep  stake, 
and  that  .the  eflForts  of  the  feeblest  and  the  humblest 
may  not  be  unavailing  to  turn  the  scale  and  secure 
a  victory.  If  (said  Mr.  S.)  lean  irtfiuence  but  a  ' 
single  .mind;  if  I  can  rou^  but  a  single  free- 
man, and  give  to  his  efibrisa  right  direction,  I  shall 
be  amply  rewarded, 

Bnl,  Mr,  I  have  other  motives  for  addressing 
this  commiitee.  I  has  been  my  lot  to  stand  on 
this  floor  as  an  opponent  of  slavery,  and  to  be 
identified  yriih  those  who  are  sometimes  reproach- 
ed BS  beins:  men  of  *'#ne  idea;'*  in  the  contempla- 
tion of  which  they  are  so  engrossed  as  to  overlook 
ail  other  public  interests.  1  am  willihs  to  bear  the 
reproach  of  being  opposed  to  slavery,  here  and 
everywhere.  I  am  not  ashamed  to  own  that,  on 
this  subject,  1  think  much  and  feel  deeply.  But, 
sir,  so  far  from  forgetting  other  interests,  in  my  de- 
sire for  th«  emancipation  of  the  enslaved,  the  con- 
templation of  the  greed  principles  of  justice  which 
he  at  the  foundatian  of  that  cause  does  but  inspire 
me  with  a  firmer  purpose  to  maintain  another  cause 
with  which  those  principles  are  deeply  identified. 

I  am  opposed  to  slavery  of  every  kind;  to  slave- 
ry of  mind  and  slavery  of  body;  to  the  slavery 
whose  silken  cords  are  artfully  coiled  around  the 
spirits  of  freemen,  as  well  as  to  the  harsh  and  cruel 
bondage  which  forces  the  sweat  and  toil  of  him 
!Cho  moves  at  the  bidding  of  a  taskmaster.  Sir,  I 
c^not  stand  still  and  see  coaROPTioN  stalking 
through  this  land,  and  crushing  every  thipg  be- 
neath its  tread,  without  standing  up  and  opposing 
my  feeble  strength  to  ita  progress.  No  man  can 
estimate  the  consequences  of  failure  in  the  present 
eflbn  to  arrest  it.  The  crisis  is  olc  uf  momentous 
and  fearful  interest.  The  triumph  of  corruption 
now  "may  be  its  enduring  tnnmph — a  triumph 
which  may  reach,  iu  its  consequences,  far  beyond 
the  time  when  African  slavery  shall  have  been  ex- 
terminated— as  I  pray  heaven  it  may  soon  be — 
from  this  and  every  other  land.  That  slavery  I  ab- 
hor and  deie.<t,  and  shall  do  what  I  rightfully  can 
to  root  it  out  irom  the  world.  But  I  hlbo  detest 
and  abhor  the  slavery  iu  which  the  policy  of  this 
A  dministraiion  has  long  sought  to  bind  the  freemen 
of  lhi»  country;  and  I  intend  to  do  what  I  can  to 
take  away  the  power  of  the  oppressor,  so  that  the 
oppressed  may  go  free.  In  both  cases  I  am  for 
emancipation  without  delay.  In  one,  I  de  not  ex- 
pect to  see  it  accomplished  immediately;  in  the 
other,  I  hope  to  ace  it  effected  on  the  4th  of  March, 
1841.  Neither  of  these  causes  do  I  intend  to  for- 
get in  my  seat  for  the  other.  The  sword  of  justice 
is  two-edged}  and  both  the  "corse  of  slavery"  and 


the  "corruptions  of  Van  Barcnism^'  may  be  madlt- 
to  feel  its  power. 

The  People  tired  of  Discussion. 

'I  have,  Mr.  Chairman,  listened  to  the  recent  de- 
bate in  this  committee  with  some  attention,  and 
have  heard  some  things  which  sounded  to  me  very 
strangely.  On  entering  this  Hail  iwodayaago,! 
found  a  gentleman  from  Maryland  [Mr.  Howard] 
replying  lo  the  arguments  which  had  been  urged 
against  this  Administration,  and  professing  to  de- 
fend it  on  its  arraignment  for  corruption  and  abuse 
of  power.  And  what  did  i  hear  from  him?  Why, 
*  sir,  instead  of  a  serious  defence,  there' met  my  ear 
a  most  mournful  complaint  of  waste  of  time  in 
this  discU'-'sion!  Instead  of  an  argument,  we  were 
gravely  and  reprovingly  told  that  "that  the  people 
were  becrm-ng  dissatisfied  with  us  as  a  debating  so- 
ciety.^* Ye>,  sir,  standing  in  the  high  position  of 
chairman  ot'  the  Committee  of  Foreign  Relations — 
a  posit  inn  from  which  he  might  well  be  supposed 
to  ¥ptii\f  :l.e  sentiments  of  the  Administration— the 
gentle rn A :i  deems  it  ^ufficient  to  meet  the  indignant 
remoi.sirancesof  the  people,  through  their  Repre- 
sentatives!, agaihst  the  Lewly  developed  results  of 
Executive  favoritism  and  corruption,  by  telling  us 
thav  we  are  a  mere  debating  society,  with  whose  ha- 
rangues our  constituents  are  wearied!  We  are 
actually  gowned  by  the  gentlemaiuand  sent  back  to 
college,  and  held  up  as  a  class  of  sophomores,  ex- 
ercising our  wits  and  sharpening  our  faculties,  by 
intellectual  conflict.  This  is  deemed  by  the  ho* 
norable  chairman  of  the  Committee  ol  Foreign 
Affairs  as  a  sufficient  answer  to  the  arguments  of 
opposition  on  this  floor,  and  a  fitting  defence  of  the 
Administration  against  the  heavy  artillery  drawn 
ap  to  batier  down  its  fortifications  and  level  the 
walls  of  ita  last  citadel. 

The  people  dissatisfied  with  us  as  a  debating  so- 
ciety !  Sir,  so  far  from  this  being  true,  the  people 
are  looking  from  every  quarter  with  the  most  in- 
tense anxiety  to  our  deliberations,  and  to  the  inves- 
tigations we  have  instituted  into  the  abuses  of 
Executive  power.  Many  a  man  an^ong  the  honest, 
nnsophisticated  yeomanry  of  the  country,  who  baa 
long  held  on  to  the  Administration,  under  the  hope 
of  reform,  which  was  artfully  held  out  at  the  begin- 
ning of  its  deceptive  career,  is  beginning  to  open 
his  eyes  upon  the  alarming  results  of  pledges  broken 
and  power  obuied.  *'Give  us  light,*'  is  the  cry  that 
comes  up  to  us  from  every  quarter  o(  the  Union. 
"Send  us  speeches  and  reports  of  committees.  We 
want  to  see  the  results  of  the  promised  Ve/brm,*  and 
possess  the  means  of  juding  of  the  conduct  of  those 
who  have  ruled  over  us  for  the  last  ten  yean.** 
Such  is  the  language  addressed  to  me  by  many  of 
my  constitoentb;  and  it  is,  I  have  no  doubt,  ad- 
dressed to  almost  every  member  on  this  floor  who 
is  known  to  be  unpledged  to  sustain,  right  or 
wrong,  the  men  in  power.  And,  sir,  these  inqui- 
ries have  not  been  prompted  by  any  artificial  excite- 
ment, got  up  to  subserve  the  purposes  of  party;  but 
they  have  been  forced  from  the  people  by  the  prac- 
tical results  of  the  Executive  policy— results  which 
no  arts  could  conceal — results  which  have  been  the 
legitimate  fruit  of  seed  long  since  sown,  and  which 
wouid  produce  its  kind.  The  Administration  have 
sown  the  wind  and  are  now  reaping  the  whirlwind. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  commend  the  prudence  of  the 
genilenian  from' Mary  land.  He  has  made  the  best 
defence  of  the  Administration  that  could  be  made. 
We  are  *'a  debating  society  1"  and  the  people  are 
sick  of  it !  This  is  his  answer  to  the  murmurs  of 
the  people,  and  the  arguments  of  the  people**  lepre- 
senlativea.  This  is  the  language  which  is  used  to 
Congress  and  the  conniry  when,  after  a  maladmi- 
nistration of  ten  years,  which  has  brooght  us  to  the 
foot  of  Executive  power,  there  is  a  roused  and 
struggling;  efifoit  tu  shake  off  the  incubus,  restore 
the  Conbtiiuiion  to  its  just  balance.  Congress  to  its 
rights,  aiid  the  people  to  their  full  and  free 
breathing. 

Mr.  Chairman,  the  gentleman  mistakes  the  feel- 
ings of  bim;»elf  and  hia  political  associates  here  for 
the  feelings  of  the  people,  when  he  snppoaea  they 
are  tired  of  discussion.  Sir,  the  psapU  want  discus* 
aion.  They  pray  for  light.  They  say.  Debate- 
debate  fully  and  thoroughly.  We  will  pay  the 
expense.  Go  on.  Probe  matters  to  the  bottom. 
Dont  apaie  for  their  ciying.    We  he^in  to  find 
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out  thttt  the  boasiibg  reformera  bave  deceived  and 
inu  !cd  us,  and  we  want  to  see  fonder  iato  the  mys- 
tery of  their  political  iniqluty.  Open  the  doors 
w  <',e,  if  you  can  §^et,  ihe  keys;  and  if  you  cannot, 
kiv'p  tbunderioj^  at  iheoi  till  we  can  come  to  your 
aid  with  a  rein/orcement. 

Tired  of  discussion  *  '  Well  majr  Um  Jidmi»utrM' 
lion  be  tired  of  it.  |t  is  a  baileriDg-ram  that  is 
shaking  the  walls  of  their  castle^  and  threatening 
to  bury  ihem  in  its  luins.  lAghl  and  truth!  What 
horror  ukes  bold  of  the  abuniers  of  puwer,  when 
these  stern  and  vigorona  assailants  look  them  full 
in  the  face — when  quickened  memory  brings  up, 
wih  fearful  celerity,  and  presenu  in  dread  array, 
their  political  transgressif^,  and  **  conscience, 
which  makes  cowards  of  us  aU«"  j^erformjs  his  of- 
fice. Well  may  they  cry  out  in  the  subdued  agony 
of  detected  guilir-we  are  tired  of  discussion.  Bui, 
sir,  the  peoplt  are  not  tired  of  it.  They  are  aroused; 
and  di^cuiision  will  go  on.  If  we  hold  our  peace, 
they  will  not  be  silent.  If. we  refuse  to  come  to  the 
reiicue,  then  shall  enlargement  aud  deliverance 
arise  from  some  other  quarter.  *'Tiuth  is  mighty, 
and  will  prevail."  .  . 

But  suffer  me,  Mr.  Chairman^  to  look  a  little 
more  narrowly  into  the  reasons  why  the  friends  of 
\hf  Administration  are  tired  of  discuision.  It  is 
ten  years  since  the  present  dynastjr  came  into  pow- 
er. Those  wh9,  are  now  so  impatient  of  discu3»ipn 
have*good  memories.  They  arje  not  forgotten  with 
what  professions  they  /"orced  their  way  to  the  chief 
control.  The  means  employed  by.  them  to  sup- 
plant the  preceding  Administration  have  become 
matier  of  history.  The  pledges  made  to  a  de- 
ceived people  aie  on  record;  and  the  gross  and 
shameless  violations  of  them  now  stare  their  authors 
full  in  the  face.  And,  sir,  it  shall  not  be  mj  fault 
if  they  are  not  made  to  look  upon  thom  unul  their, 
eyeballs  shaU  be  seared  with  the  sight. 

TkruU  to^ut  dmtnikt  *<]nirc  AdmiMtfrmlmi.'* 

I  well  remembet  the  biHoiy  of  the  canvass 'which 
ele^rated  Qent^ral  Jatkson  ta  the  PrtSidraey.  I 
saw  then,  as  clearly- as  1  see  now,  and  d«te8ted 
then,  av  stroHgty  as  I  detftt  now,'  the  means  by 
which  that  elevation  was  effected.  And  I  Aow  say, 
without  the  rearofconiradiotion,  that  a  grosser  sys- 
tem of  deception  was  never  practised  upon  any 
people,  than  that  by  which  the  pnreM  Ad^iinisffa- 
lion  the  eoumry  ever  had;  was  supplanted,  and  the 
most  cerrnpr  put  in  its  place,  whe,  Mi'.  Chaii- 
man,  can  fail  to  remember  the  declaration  of  a 
leadiug  partisan  of  Qeneral  Jackson;  now  the  se  • 
cond  officK^r  in  the  Government,  made  at  tfa«  oa*se' 
of  Mr.  Adams's  administration,  that  **t/  should  he 
pnt  down,  thovgh  pure  at  ihe  a/ngektU  the  right  hand 
of  the  thrtnt  of  Godi**  And  how  was  a  purto  Ad- 
ministration to  hcfnUdownf  The  in^genuiiy  of  dis- 
appointed ambitic-^n  was  ready  with  an  answer, 
raise  ihe^cry  of  *'baiiga<Tri  and  oorraption,'**  because 
amahwho  voted  1ft  the  Hou^  of  Representatives 
for  the  eK'C'ed  Presideni  has  been  icrfected  as  one  of 
his  confidential  advisns.  Let  **bafgain  tfnd  ror- 
ruptjon'*  be  stereotyped,  and  pfaieed  at  the  head  of 
eve^  Oppo»nien  newcf^aper  for  four  yeer»«  •  • 
It  was  don^  !  Th<^  columns  of  (he  Untted  SVat^s 
'I\e}egraph,  and  of  att  ttte  afflli atted  jotirhals  of  the 
**pot  down*'  party,  now  bear  «»  their  faceevi- 
'  d«nee  Vew  faitMf>i%  thi^  ptirpose  was  executed; 
while  the  seHtiiiienta  of  the  whole  coQhlry  fiom 
North  to  8»Uth; andfrom  BasStlo  Wesl, attes^r,  with 
ovefwhefniKtognaanhniry,  tbeutterfaisehood  otthe 
charee.  BHI  it  had  its  day,  and  wrought  its  intend- 
ed e(itet'. 

Nek(  ^iite  the  charge  of  a  prostitution  uf  fc^xvcu- 
tive  patronage,  and  abuse  of  Ejcetfutive  power.  It 
is  aow  a  nratter  oT  attaKeftient  that  there  snould 
have  b«en  iiXM  Wlek«dne  8  btvzen  euoitl^H  to 
m^Wttit  ehanes',  i&d  credtUffy  weak  enough  t6  be 
duped  by  it.  Yet  such  was  the  fact.  Mr.  Adams 
mad^^t#t»'WmdValsfit>m<  offiee  during  his  entire 
Admin  ii(triit1on,  neithef  of  which  was  for  apoliti- 
edl  eihit^vdAd^yet  iHe  land  whs  literally  fiUed  with 
clamoi'atiitfili^die'dflllgirofaMialNlsie  o(  ttHiafrrt 
po^Y^K  TlWt  6hiioior  «MM<eoahiM!tiokd<  in  1899,  ih 
the  report  ti  a  conMitVRfte  of  the  Senaito  o^  the 
RO«^t  of  ffit^iNrtltlP  paiiWiageV  at  the  head^  ^{ 
wfHdk  wttf^Th^toiaall*  «toMi|%M'  «w^  in^hdile 


memheia  were  Martin  Van  Boren  and  Richard  J 


Johnson.  That  report  dwelt  with  much  apparent 
alarm  on  *'the  degree  and  amount  of  patronage 
11010  [th€n\  exercised  by  the  President;*^  and  dime  to 
*'the  conclusion  that  the  same  may,  and  ought  to 
be  diminished  by  law."  For  the  professed  purpo.^ 
of  effecting  that  diminution,  the  committee  reported 
six  bills,  one  of  which,  it  is  worthy  of  special  re- 
mark, providedi 

"That,  in  all  nominatiims  inadd.t>7  the  President  to  th«  Sen- 
ate to  fill  vacanaiea  occartOMd  bytto  exerctee  ofthePrwi. 
deaVa  |)owar4o  ramove  from  oflfca,  Uia  fact  of  th»  ravoval 
ahall  t>e  atatedto  the  t*anateat  the  tima  the  nomination  ia  made, 
with  a  Uatement  oftAt  remontfor  ttMeh  iith  qfflur  may 
have  been  ronumtd  " 

I  wish,  Mr.  Chairmaa,  that  I  had  time  to  go  AiUy 
into  the  report  of  that  committee.  But  I  maat  for- 
bear. It  labored  to  magnify  the  amount  of  patron- 
age tktn  exervUid  by  the  Presideni;  declared  that 
''the  power  of  patronai^  unless  checked  by  libe  « - 
goreia  imittrpatUian  «/  C^ngrtst^  must  |o  on  increas- 
ing, until  Federal  influence  in  many  parts  of  this 
Confederation  will  predominate  in  elections  as  com- 
pletely as  British  infloence  predominatea  in  the 
eltetions  of  Scotland  and  Irelaiad  in  rotten  borough 
towns;**  ttiged  the  necessity  of  'laboring  to  mnl- 
tjpty  the  guards  and  to  strengthen  the  baniers 
agaihst  the  possible  abase  of  power,**  and  spoke 
of  the  disposition  manifested  '*in  all  agea  ta  flaek 
ioVte  ttandtrd  0f  potter^  wheresoever  and  hy  wihom- 
soever  raised."  It  also  embodied  m  glowing  and 
truly  prophaHo  deseriptton  of  the  effect  of  the  ezer- 
dse  of  Bxecattve  power,  which  I  shall  have  occa- 
sion more  partieniarly  to  noiiee  hoeafter. 

It  is  useful  to  look  back  on  this  report  from  the 
point  where  we  now  stand.  There  waa  thrown 
around  it  an  air  of  sincerity  and  regard  for  the  pub- 
lic good  which  rendered  it  very  imposing^  and 
seemed  to  claim  for  its  authors  the  merit  of  no 
common  patriotism  and  discernment.  But,  sir,  we 
can  now  see  it  in  its  true  light.  It  was 'hypocritical 
cant,  used  to  effect  the  purposes  of  unworthy  ambi- 
tion. Sound  doctrines  it  indeed  contained;  but  their 
promulgation  was  made  under  circomatanees  and 
in  a  manner  clearly  showing  that  it  waa  intended, 
not  lo  lay  a  foundation  for  carrying  them  om  in 
practice,  but  to  give  oountenancetothe  false  clamor 
against  the  then  AdministrattoA.  Nothing  had  oc- 
curred to  justify  alarm.  No  arbitrary  removals 
from  office  had  been  made,  suggesting  the  necessity 
of  impa<<ing  on  the  President  the  duty  ot  giving 
reasons  for  removals,  or  furnishing  an  occasion  for 
the  budden  and  high>»wrougbt  solicitude  manifested 
for  the  exemption  of  the  coontry  from  the  dange- 
rous charm  of  Bxeootive  inflaence.  But,  sir,  the 
conspirators  understood  it;  and  now  we  und^siand 
it,  and  the  whqle  coontry  oadenitands  it.  The on- 
nectton  wh.ch  that  Teport-.-profo8ely  scattered 
ihrongh  the  country — was  made  to  have  with  the 
misrepresentations  which  were  to  pot  down,  and 
whioh  did  put  down,  a  pore  Administration,  and 
the  subsequent  perpetration  by  its  authors  and  their 
political  friends,  as  soon  as  they  oame  into  power, 
o[  mil  ihe  abmes  tht$  prtUnded  ta  icprecels,  reveal  to 
the  broad  light  of  day  the  great  purpose  of.  the  re- 
port. That .  purpose  was  the  acquisition  jof  powfr. 
It  was  effected;  and  effected  oaly  lo  enable-  those 
who  accomplished  it  to  fulfil  their  own  worst  predic- 
tions ot  the  abuse  of  power. 

I  have  said,  Mr.  Ci  airman,  that  none  nqw  dare 
to  charge  Mr.  Adams  with  an  abuse  of  Executive 
power.  I  recall  the  assertion,  and  admit  that  there 
•^s<  one  exception.  The  gentleman  from  MaryUnd 
[Ml.  HowAU>J  has  said  in  this  dcbala  that<  *'GeB. 
Jackson  found  the  instrument  [Executive  patiDo- 
age]  bright)  from  recent  use,  in  the  nrngaxine  8toi«i- 
ed  and  takeq  on  his. comine- into  power.**  By  this 
he  intended' to  say  that  Bxcoutive  patronage  had 
been  used. by.  the  preceding  Administration  for  par- 
ty purposes;  and  thai  its  notorious  use  for  stub  pur^ 
pbtxu  iy  Qeneral  Jackwn  aad  his  euoosssor  has 
beea  but  afolbwing'ootof  the  policy  of  the  Ad- 
miniscraiion  that  preceded  him.  Now,  sir,  I  de- 
roand  the  proof  of  the  gfat)emaR*sassertion.  I  dmy 
that  there  is  a  shadow  of  foundation  for  iu  Sir,  I 
am  amaxed  at  the  temerity  which  can  imid  make 
such  an  assertion.  Who,  I  ask,  did  Mr.  Adams 
pemove  from  office  for  opinion^  sakd  Not  one; 
acs  sir,  not  one.  On  the  contrary,  havi;  not.  the 
advocates  of  the  "spoils**  system  long  maitttaio- 
cA^thaihiaaeglecllo.nse.  hia  offinial  ;pomr  la  .pot 
down  hiaancmicB  and  put  up  his  friends  very  much  ' 


contributed  to  his  defeat?  Where  is .  the  ictire 
supporter  of  General  Jackson  and  Mr.  Van  BortQ 
who  ha^  not  attedipted  to  defend  their  w^^t  of  ttt- 
cuiive  power  for  party  purposes,  by  rcferricg  to 
what  has  been  denominated  the  fatal  neglect  of 
Mr.  Adams  to  adopt  that  poliol  And  yet  ibe 
chai^tnaa  of  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relatiou 
rises  here  and  gravely  tells  us  that  the  U9t  of  Exe- 
cutive power  for  party  purposes  was  an  instiiime&t 
that  Qeneral  Jackson  '*foand  br^hifrom  rtcat 
UM,**  in  the  captured  magazine  of  bis  Tanqoitlied 
enetny ! '  Mr.  Chairman,  I  must  cease  to  betslo- 
nisbed  at  any  thing,  and  give  it  up  that  "all  u  fair 
in  politics,**  when  sueh  assertions  can  be  made  ia 
the  face^f  the  country  by  Representatives  of  the  peo- 
ple on  Ibis  floor.  But,  while  this  assertion  proves  ibii 
**all  is  fair  in  politics,*'  itprovesanotberihing.  !i 
shows  that  gentlemen  of  the  Adminisiratiea  Icel  pre^ 
ed  with  the  argument  against  the  proMitatiouof  Ex^ 
eutlve  patronage,  and  see  the  nece^ity  of  mectiog 
it  by  an  excuse,  at  least,  if  they  cannot  find  a  jta- 
tification .  The  notorious  groundlessness  of  the  ex- 
cuse now  offered  leaves  those  who  urge  it  io  a  po. 
sitipii  of  no  enviable  weakness  before  the  cooniry. 
If  th^y'are  content  to  remain  in  that  posfiion,  fan 
willing  to  leave  them  there  "alone  in  their  gtorj." 

But  I  will  proceed  to  consider,  as  amoog  the 
means  Ui^ed  to  "put  down**  the  **pttre  Aimiois*rii 
tioo,*'  some  of  the  pretensions  set  up  and  nxgiin 
favor,  ef  the  candiidate  foe.  the  sucixasioQ,  astf 
which  professed  to  shadow  forth  the  grendfi^t 
to  be  given  the  country  under  his  adminisuatiOD 
Ji  UkeralAdmuMtralianprdmiatd, 

And«  first.  General  Jackson  was  to  be  a  grnt 
pacificator!  Party  spirit  was  to  expire  anderU« 
adoiiaistration;  or,  at  least,  it  was  to  bediveyedol 
all  fts  asperity.  Men  were  (o  be  selected  to  oiee 
without  regard  lo  party,  and  solely  on  the  grouttd 
of  high  personal  qualifications  and  eoioeat  filaeff 
for  cfllbial  station.  There  was  a  laii^  dast  ol 
mindii  on  which  such  assurances  were  fitted  to  ope 
rate,  and  on  which  they  did  operate  with  much  d 
feci, :'  General  Jackaon*s  letter  to  Mr.  Movoe,  is 
1816,.  was  published,  in  which  the  mosteannt 
advice  waa  given  touching  the  formation  of  tiis 
cabinet,  and  ths  principles  which  shoald  goTcn 
him  in  his  selections  to  office.  I  cannot  resist  tk 
inpulse  to  read  a  paragraph  from  that  leuer,  t» 
remind  this  committee  and  the  country  of  the  pn)> 
fession^  which  were  pressed  into  the  servioe  of  lb 
con!\p^*ators  against  the  pure  Admini  iraiionwliftl 
they,  were  pledged  to  "put  down.  * 

"P4K>l9n  w«,  my  d^ar  sir,  imid  GenaraJ  JaeksoQ,)  <»(ibe  ^ 
lowing  reniarin  ctmcernmi^  ihc  next  Pretidcnful  tarut  TVy 
•r«  ifMde  yr'.th  ilie  iinetnty  und  frMdom  of  ■  ftiend.  1  ta» 
d«obt«a«y  will  tieroMiviidfrtta  icetiastaimilartutbewvli^ 
hava,inmMll«d  ma  lo  nvalca  theiQ.  Every  ibing  ilepetdiaDtha 
0Ol«ctfnn  of  your  imnintry.  In  ererv  Bclection,  party  «•*  W 
fcatingo  ahootd  b«  aroidad.  Now  la  the  time  w  exfanmm 
that  mamlm-  caJia4  [mny  spirii.  Bj  aelactioc  «bar«eci««)«« 
GonapicuoiM  for  iheir  probity,  virtue,  rapacity,  and  Unarai, 
withoot  any  legard  to  panr,  you  will  go  i.ir  to,  if  nm  ewwfr 
eradieatto  thoaa  faallnga  wiiioii  on  formar  (KomM*  th«*« 
many  obauielea  in  tbe  way  orGovarnm^i;  and,  partapiiM^ 
the  piaaaurennd  honpr  oruoiUng  a  people  heretofore  |wiw- 
1?  dl  Tided.  The  Chief  Magistrate  of  a  great  and  po^WwBl' 
tiao-  rikould  navar  induiita  in  party  fealhiga.  ^^!^ 
aiiauld  bf .U*)ara)  an4  4i«ifiiaKaa^  alwayabaanag  i&nniag 
ha  act*  for  the  wbolft  and  not  a  pa^  of  the  commaitfy-  g 
tliia  ci>iiri$eToti  will  ayal't the  ncitional  cbaracxer,  •"•JS 
for  youiMir  a  na*ii«aa  impanahatile  aa  maoBineont  Bsna 
Coni^ltDO  party  ii>  your .chpic*:.  Parvoe the dKiamdM 
uaerriMjulEnQCM'.  wh\ch  han  s*o  long  and  so  often  bewfiw** 
country,  aQdVcnderad  cona()fcu  »oa itA  rilera.  Tfceai  «» i" 
aemiaienia  of  a  •  frlawl.  Thay  are  iha  faalingi,  if  i  kM*  V 
own  tMaftjOfanundiapembllMl  Rairioi.  .      . 

"Accept  aaiurmcra  of  my  iirnero  friendship,  aodbehew" 
to  ba,  resAeeti^tly,  yoer  obedient  n^rrant, 

♦ANDRBW  JACiSlft.' 

Aaid  now,  Mr.  Chairman^  mark  how  foil  ^ 
General  Jackaon'.<  expressions  of  a  diswKiH  o 
**partf  and  party  feelings  »*  How  deep  aBdf»« 
hia  abhoirence  of 'Hhe  monster  called  paitj  ir<^' 
How  earnestly  were  "piohity,  virioe,  capacit]'***' 
firmnea:^*  oomibendod.  How  fiitinjt  was  it  lift  ti 
tbe  eye»<if  Qeneral  Jadopon.  hat  ^'the Chief  M** 
gistraie  of  a  jrreat  and  poTeuul  iiaiion  ihatWaae 
wMgeinpart^feeiingi,*'  How  inporttat,  in. 
that  '*bis  conduct  should  ba  iiUral  and  diinlerM 
hearing  in  mind  that  he  acu  for  the  mhaUmdwt* 
pan  of  the  comtnoaiiy  !**  8ir,  I  do  noltMtiB 
sineeritjp  of  this  adrice.  Qwieial  JadaonWrfi 
diat  he  wioie.  Ha  had  not  then  heooaie  ecflfg* 
by  aaibiiion.  He  had  not  ooftia  ia  ooaM  «■ 
lft«ffiMiwhi>,aAerwards»eoi«lttiaaBa  hisivi^ 
oofflpUihing  their  pnrpoaa  of  **pattiBgd9«B'*M 
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"pnfc'"  Administratum.  He  was  Gh^sr^c.  An* 
OAKW  Jackson,  fresh  from  the  conflicts  and  toils 
aad  Ticuiries  of  war,  and  aopractised  in  the  luts  of 
poiitical  chicaoery.  But  what  was  sincerity  in 
him,  then,  became  the  rankest  hypocrisy  in  ,  those 
wSo  u<«ed  it  ten  years  afterwards.  He  depr^tcated, 
tculy ,  the  preralence  of  a  proscribing,  ext^jninat- 
ing  party  spirit.  Tnty  soa;^ht  to  use  him  to,Aocom- 
plish  iu  worst  purposes.  lie  saw  and  felt  iht  yalue 
of  **probity,  virtue,  and  capacity"  in  publi^  stalii/n. 
They  «aw  and  feit  the  yalue  of  his  recomin^ation 
of  these  qualities  in  aidinji:  them  to  crush,  ^  ,pnre, 
Tiituouji,  and  capable  Administration.  ,  if4,.saw 
that  Mc  Monroe  might  acquire  for  himself  'Sn  im- 
perishable name  by  following  bis  noble  advice. 
They  saw,  with  the  keen  sight  of  politicaV#&i»- 
bleis,  that  they  might  acquire  power  by  '«sj{)i|fully 
using  that  advice;  and  that,  having  acquire^,,  they 
might  improve  it  for  purposes  of  the  fouloijl  am- 
bition. 

Bat,  sir,  I  will  do  them  the  jostiee  to  aay^.that  I . 
do  not  believe  they  then  contemplated  the  mU.  ex- 
tent to  which,  the  power  they  were  grasping,, Votild 
be  carried  ander  the  new  Administration.  Jt  seems 
impoMtible  ihey  should  ha?e  even  dreai^ed  that 
General  Jackson,  the  author  of  the  noble  sef^timents 
I.  have  quo(ed,  could  ever  be  brought  to  ^^act,  in 
bis  own  adm I ois nation,  an  utter  falsi^oation  of 
eYttj  profession  they  contained — a  fal^i^pat^on  so 
complete,  that  there  should  not  be,  as,  i^  truth, 
there  is  not,  found  a  single  one  of  his  friendis .whose 
face  does  not  crimson  with  blushes  at  ao. exhibi- 
tion of  the  conirasr.  But  the  fitting  instrgjEaeni  for 
effecting  that  parjy*se  had  not  then  jtaken  tlie  stage* 
as  a  chief  actor.  The  time  had.  not  come  for  him 
to  spread  his  toils  and  spring  the.  snare.  ,  .^ut  it  at 
length^  came.  General  Jackson  was  elected..  His 
cabmet  was  formed.  The  work  wascom«(^nced  ! 
Mr  Chairman,  you  know  its  history.  The  conn- 
uy  knows  it.  The  arts  by  which  an  ambitious  as- 
pirant for  the  highest  honors  gained  the  confidence 
of  the  old  phiei,  and  the  unscrupulou^i>ess  with 
vhich  thai  confidence  was  abused,  are  ^tpiliar  to 
all.  Gen.  Jarkson  yielded  to  the  subtle, ^fluence; 
and,  without  seeming  to  have  been  ^f^U  aware 
that  he>iad  ever  dtscoursed  of  probity,  yii^tue^and 
capacfiy,  a.s  qualifications  (or  ofilce;  without  seem- 
ing to  recollect  that  he  had  ever  denounced  party 
spirit  as  a  monster,  and  recommended  Jiberality 
and  disinteresudness  as  indispensable  fo!r  the  Chief 
Magistrate  of  a  great  nation,  he  bccame.snddenly 
and  i)trangely  metamorphosed  into  th^  mere  Presi- 
dent of  a  party — exalting  party  devotiop  above  the 
qualifications  he  had  so  strongly  comu^ended,  and 
converting  the  whole  power  of  his  high  oflice  to 
the  illiberal  and  intereate^  purpose  of  serving  party 
friends  and  accomplishing  the  designs  ^f  party  am- 
bition. The  history  of  inconsistency^,  from  the 
l^gTuning  of  time  lo  this  hour,  oannol,  |  fearlessly 
assert,  fumi«h  a  parallel. 

Geneml  Jackson  was  to  serve  bt^t  one  term. 
But  this  is  not  all:  there  were  other  pledges^ 
You  remember,  Mr.  Chairman,  how  strehuonisly  it 
was  maintained  during  the  admintstration  of  Mr. 
Adams,  that  a  Pre.«)idenl  should  not  j^e  a  candidate 
fur  a  second  election.  It  becitme  a  favorite  doc- 
trine of  the  Opposition.  It  was  justthen  discovered 
that  Executive  power  might  be  used  by  a  President 
to  .secure  his  own  continuance  in  office.  The  dan- 
ger of  this  was  portrayed  in.  stfoaaig.CQlors;  and  (Ge- 
neral Jackson  waa  the  num  in  whose,  person  a  re- 
form was  to  be  commenced,  H  the>  people  would 
bonor  him  with  their  confidence.  ^The  suggestion 
took.  Thousands  believed,  and  vot^d  for  the  man 
who  would  retire  at  the  end  of  four  years!  He  was 
elected;  and  so  strongly  did  he  himself  teeitv  to  be 
Impressed  with  the  danger  of  giving  a  President  a 
second  election,  that  he  actually  recommended,  in 
three  successive  messages  t^  Congress,  an  amend- 
ment to  the  Constitution,  rendering  the  Ptemdent 
ineligible  for  a  second  term;  and  yet,  when  the  four 
years  drew  near  a  close,  and  the  people  looked  to 
fcee  him  preparing  to  retire,  behdld;  they  found  hint 
preparing  \6  extend  his  iron  reigU'  thfoagh  another 
foar  years!  The  humbug  ha^  served  its  intended 
purpose.  It  had  aided  in  Mtiiog  down  a  pure  ad>> 
mh^cratioft,^Bd  uow  it  n^^t  b^M^zpldded  to  sua* 


^^^fgmbers  of  Cungrest  were  not  lo  ttt  tfppointed  to 


I  come  now  to  another  pledge  made  antecedent 
to  the  election  which  "put  down"  ihe  "pure"  ad- 
ministration. It  was  among  the  earliest  and  loudest 
of  the  complaints  against  Mr.  Adams  that  he  had 
•appointed  Mr.  Clay,  a  member  of  Congress,  to  the 
•office  of  Secreuiry  of  State.  You  remember,  Mr. 
Chairman,  the  stereotyped  charge  of  *<bficgain  and 
corruption,"  as  connected  with  that  selection,  the 
sweeping  eflTect  of  which,  in  the  hands  of  its  inven- 
tors, was  as  signal  as  the  conviction  of  its  utter 
groundlessness  is  now  universal.  It  was  used  not 
only  to  bring  odium  on  the  Administration  for  an 
act  already  done»  but  to  fill  the  country  with  appre- 
hensions of  future  danger  from  the  practice  of  ap- 
pointing members  ol  Congress  to  office.  The  con- 
spirators suddenly  became  great  sticklers  for  the 
purity  of  the  representative  bodies,  and  eagle-eyed 
to  9ee  ^le  danger  to  that  purity  from  the  practice  in 
question.  Upon  the  people  every  where  was  urged 
the  great  and  indispensable  importance  of  a  re- 
form, which  should  excltide  the  members  of,  those 
bodies  from  Executive  appointments,  and  General 
Jackson  was  Leld  up  as  the  mm  who  would  effectu- 
ally work  out  that  reform,  and  secure  dongress 
from,  the  corruption  of  Executive  Influence. 

I  said  th^t  General  Jackson  was  held  up  as  the 
champion  of  this  promised  reform.  Sir,  there  was 
;  more  than  this.  He  held  himself  up  in  that  cha- 
racter, at  the  very  outset  of  tbe  canvass,  which  re- 
sulted iu  his  election.  He  was  nominated  by  the 
Legislature  of  Tennessee  in  October  following  Mr. 
Adamses  inaugnriition;  and,  on  that  occasion,  in 
tbe  presence  of  boUi  Houses  of  the  Legislature, 
who  gave  him  a  grand  reception  for  that  purpose, 
handed  in  his  rest<! nation  of  the  seat  he  then  held 
in  the  Senate  of  the  United  States.  That  resigna- 
tion  I  hold  in  my  hand,  and  beg  leave  to  read  a 
portion  of  it.  The  General  was  not  content  with 
I  merely  resignir^  into  their  hinds  the  trust  he  had 
received  from  them,  nor,  indeed,  with  aa  addition 
of  reasons  for  it.  There  were  purposes  connected 
with  that  occasion  which  such  a  paper  could  not 
,  accomplish.  He  had  just  been  aommated  fOr  the 
Presidency,  and  it  fell  in  with  the  plans  of  the  con- 
spirators against  the  **pure"  Administration,  that 
he  should  seize  that  occasion  to  give  countenance 
to  the  charge  against  it  of  corruption,  and  set  forth, 
in  due  form,  the  danger  to  the  independence  and 
>  purity  of  Congress  from  the  appointment  of  its 
,  membeis  fo  Executive  offices.'  This  purpose  he 
accomplished  by  embodying  in  his  resignation  a 
.  dissertation  on  the  subject,  which  I  will  now  read. 

Having  descanted  on  the  importance    of  the 

amendment   to    the  Constitution  of   the   United 

States,  propofed  by  the  Legislature  of  Tennessee, 

whei^by  the  election  of  President  should  be  made 

I  directly  by  the  people,  without  ihe  intervention  of 

I  electors,  he  proceeded  to  say: 

"With  a  view  to  sustain  mon  effectoally,  in  practice,  the 

axiohi  which  dividee  tbe  three  great  claaaee  of  power  into  io- 

dtf^adeot,  contdnitlimat  checks,  1  wonl^  propose  a  provision 

reoderiog  any  mamber  of  Con«pcese  Ineligible  to  office  ainder 

i  the  Oeneral  Government,  during  the  term  for  which  he  was 


efeeted,  and  for  twenty  years  therdaAer.  except  in  <?ase8  of  judi> 
ciai<  etBce.  *  *  '  The  «ilect  of  such  a  eonstiiu- 
tional  prorislDQ  is  obvious.  By  it  Congress,  tn  a  considecable 
degree,  would  be  fhse  from  that  connection  with  the  Executive 
Depariraettt  which  st  present  gives  strong  ground  of  appre- 
l^nsioa  and  jealousy  on  i)m  part  of  the  people.  Memtiers,  in- 
HteaJ  of  being  liable  to  be  withdrawn  from  legislating  on  the 
gr^t  laterests  of  the  nation,  through  prospects  of  EncuUve 
patronage,  would  be  more  liberally  canflded  in  by  their  con- 
stituents; while  their  vigilance  would  be  less  interrupted  by 
patty  feelings  and  party  excitements.  Calculations  from  in- 
trigti'e  or  management  would  fail,  nor  would  their  dellbeFaiions 
dr  investigations  of  subtjects  consumb  so  much  time.  The 
morals  of  the  country  would  be  improved;  aad  virtue,  unit' 
with  the  labors  of  the  representatives,  and  with  tbe  offl< 
ministers  of  tbe  law,  would  tend  to  perpetuate  the  honor  and 
glory  of  the  Ooierement. 

0«t  t(,thia  change  in  the  ConpUtutlon  should  not  be  obtained, 
end  important  appointmeolii  continue  tq  devolve  on  the  Bopre- 
aetitjicFveB  if>  'Oohgre^  ll  roqulrfev  ho  depth  of  thought  fo  be 


Awedom  and  prosperity  of  the  republic  may  aribe.  It  is  through 
iMs  cJiaAflel  that  the  people  mny  expect  to  be  atiat^lred  in  their 
coBsutuUoQalsoyereigDty,  and  where  tvranny  may  well  b«  ap* 
pr^heuded  tospring  un  In  some  favorable  emer^eacy-  Against 
saahlianiMfs  every  guard  ought  totfe  tnteifMsed;'  and  at»ne  bet- 
ler  09op«  than  ikatof  closing  the  auspacted  avenue  with  some 
necessary  constitutional  restriction.'  We  know  human  nature 
to  be  prone  to  evil;  we  are  early  taught  to  prav  that  we  n*ay 
ibBl6diiitol«inptauo&;  aadhtoncatltfe  aplnBmth«t,.bycoui 
'  oat  pmvisiQn,  eU  av«9Mes  to  tafl^^aiJoa  on  the  part  of 
otft  P9^^  otfrtK^t$  s^ttlA  b^  ^paod, 


"My  name  having  bean  before  the  nation  for  the  office  of 
Chief  Magistrate  during  the  time  I  served  isyou^  Senator, 
placed  me  in  a  siiuatioi)  truly  delicate;  b«tvdelicatfr\asit  wax, 
my  friends  do  not,  and  my  enemies  cannot,  charge  ^e  with  de- 
scendiog  from  the  independent  ground  then  O^c^u^ied,  #ith  de- 
grading the  triui  reposed  in  me,  by  inti-iguing  ktfliilt  Rpeeiteu- 
tial  chair.  As,  by  a.  resolution  of  your  body,vourbav9(i|i(tt»^ht 
proper  again  to  preseQt  mv  name  to  the  American  people,  f 
must  entreat  tobeexcwed  from  any  nirtlier  service'' iii  ihe 


i^aaie;  and  to  suggest,  in  conclusion,  that  iiiRduA  to  mxeelf  to 

FncUse  upon  the  maxims  recommendeU  to  otners^amt  hence 
feel  constrained  to  retire  ifrom  a  situation  wuere  lemplaiions 


mayexist  and  suspicions  artveofthe  exercise  of  an  influence 
tending  tq:  my  own  aggSHidizoniBnt. 

"Aucept,  &c  ANDREW  JflCKSON." 

It  n^fiOMf  Mr.  ChairiQan,  but  a  .aight  acquain- 
tance with  the  history  of  the  Presidential  canvaiu, 
from  1825  to  ,1929,  to  see  the  driit  and  teariug  of 
this  extraordinary  ref^gnaaoff.  Mr.  Clay,  had  been, 
by  the  appointment  of  the  President,  transferred 
from  .the  House  of  Repre^entAtires  .  to  the  Depart- 
ment of  Stale;  and  tbereupon  the  clamor  of  cor- . 
rapiipn,  had  been  raiaed,  and  a  conspiracy  formed 
to  "put  down**  the  Administration.  At  this  crisis, 
General  Jackson  was  brought  on t^,  and  presented 
to  the  country  as  the.maOc  who  was  to  put  an  end 
to  the.  lappoiutmeot  of  members  of  Congress  to 
officer  ^^  ^fy  tip  this  source  af  corruption.  Under 
hi3  administration,  legislative  purity  was  to  be 
maiotainedj  Congress  was  to  be  ''free  from  that 
connection  with  the  Executive  Dep^trtroeot  which'* 
then!  gave  "strong  ground  of  apprehension  an^l 
jeaionsy;"  legislative  independence  .was.  to  besirici- 
ly  guarded;  '*  caloujations  from  intrigue  and  man- 
agement** were  to  ''fail;**  the  ."morals  of  the 
country**  were  to  be  'improved,**  and  ''the  honor 
and  glory  of  the  Government  peqietoated  !**  Bat 
this  was  not  all.  If  the  interfecence  of  Executive 
influence  with  legislative  independence  wa;s  suffer- 
ed to  "  confiniM,**  by  the  apppintinent  of  members 
of  Copgrcs>s  to  o(&ce,  it  was  the  Generitrs  most 
sokrnnopinion!  ^hat  ** corruption*'  would  "bepo me 
the  order  of  the  day;**  that  "  the  people  would  be 
attacked  in  their  constitutional  sovereignty;**  and 
that  "  tyranny**  would  "  spring,  up  in  some  favor- 
able emergency  1**  .  Human  nature  waa.^Mif  in  his 
opinion,  very  "prone  lo  evil;**  and  the  propriety  o(  the 
prayer  "lead  us  not  into  ^tfii^tation**  was.present« 
edto  bis  mind  in  a  very  impresg^ve,  light !  His  situ- 
ation .was  "truly  delicate!*'. : He  could  not  de- 
scend from  his  "  independent  ground  by  intriguing 
for  ihe  Presidential  chair  I**  and  felt  <'  coi^stjrained 
to  retire,  from  a  situation**  {the  Seriate  of  ihe 
United  States]  where  he  might  be  leiiipted  to  act 
with  a  view  to  his  "  owa  aggiandizemeut  !^*  What 
qfiodesiy  and  deloacy  <  Wh^t  purity  and  pati^iot- 
ism !  Who  could-  refuse  to .  vo(e  for.  the^nan  who 
put  forth  such  sentiments,  and  gave  to  (ijs.^uutry- 
men  such  pledges? 

Mr.  Chairman,  it  is  no  idle  xeminifu^ence  that 
calls  up  these  pledges. ,  They  ^hrowa'Dood,  of  light 
upon  the  administration  o^  the  preseut dynasty, and 
set  it  forth  in  bold  and  emblazoned  relief  before  the 
country.  If  they  had  been  faithfully  fulfilled,  what 
praise  would  not  have  been  besto wed  upqn  the  puri- 
ty, patriotism  and  consistency  of  .their  aufthor!  But, 
sir,  Ihey  have  not  been  fulfilled,  fl^yery  one  of  fhem 
has  been  violated— openly  violated.  Instead  of 
striving  to  maintain  the  .legislative  purity,  tiiis  dy- 
nasty has,  from  tbe  moment  of  tfsaecession  to^pow- 
er,  sought  to  assail  and  corrupt  it.  Instead  of  labor 
ing  to  sustain  the  independent,  ooi;istiiational 
checks,  they  have  been  .trifled  with  and  trampled 
on.  Iqstead  of  avoiding  a  connection  between  the 
Executive  and  Cuogil^f^  which  ii  was  pretended 
gave  such  strong  ground  of  -^prehension  and 
jealousy,  that  connection,  in  the  most  odious  forms 
of.Executive  interference  and  indiience,  has  been 
carefully  cherlshe<]'  and  maintained.  Instead  of 
\egislative  independence,  xhete  has  been,  legislative 
subs(;ry;iency.  "Cilcula lions  from  intrigue  and 
management,**  instead  of  being  "defeat*!!,**  have 
been  relied  on;  and  corrupHon  has^indted,  "dfcome  the 
rder  </tfcerfay  " 

Does,  any  b<»dy  detijr  this?  ^Tho  is  he?  Can  he 
be  an  Administration  man?  Surely  ndl,  sir,  surely 
not;  for  will  he  not  admit,  can  he  refuse  to  admit, 
that  all  this,  oaust  necessarily  be  connected  with  the 
practice  of  sippointing  members  of  Congress  to  of- 
lice? bid  hot  Qeheral  Jackson  say  that  it  would? 
and  will  his  friends  make  him  ^  false  prophet?  Will 
they  iv>w.oontehd,  wheniShe^pipoitatmentof  mem- 
l^is  pf  Cbfl|rcs9  tp  ^fhc^,haw  beed  urjffrtatl^  in^ 
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(Tf*a»rcl  by  himself  and  bis  favorite  ^ucoes^or,  ihat 
the  consequences  that  he  predicted  from  the  prac- 
tice, as  it  existed  before  such  increase,  will  not  foi- 
lowl  If  tlie  appointment  of  members  of  Congress 
at  the  rate  office  in  an  adminiMration  of  four  years 
(for  that  was  all  that  Mr.  Adams  appointed)  was 
to  make  corruption  (he  order  of  the  day,  and  pro* 
duce  all  the  evils  predicted,  what  amount  of  cor^ 
raptloD,  and  v,Stat  multiplication  or  evils,  must  not 
have  resulted  irom  the  appointment  of  twenty  mem- 
bprs  of  Congress  during  the  first  four  years  of  Gen. 
Jackson^  administration?  And  how  fearfully  must 
the  corruption  have  been  auj^ented  and  the  evils 
multiplied  by  the  subsequent  addition  of  more  than 
twenty  appointments  of  like  character!  What  a 
**gam"  is  here  for  political  arithmetic  I  What  re- 
salts  would  stare  gentlemen  in  the  face,  if  they 
would  apply  the  simple  rule  of  three  to  ih  s  case ! 

But  startling  as  would  be  these  results,  they 
would  not  exceed  the  reality,  as  evinced  by  every 
thing  we  see  aronnd  us.  Sir,  we  are  overwhelmed 
with  the  evidence  of  corruption,  intrigue,  manage- 
ment, and  legislative  subserviency  which  has  been 
gathering  strength  ever  since  the  day  that  Gen. 
Jackson  came  into  povier,  and  **put  down"  the 
"pure"  Administration.  What  observer  of  the 
'*si7ns  of  the  times"  has  not  seen  it?  Sir,  not  a 
single  Congress  has  been  elected  since  that  time 
whose  members  have  not  been  brought  within  the 
charm  of  Executive  influence,  by  a  liberal  distribu- 
tion among  them  of  the  loaves  and  fishes  o( 
oflfice — a  distribution  at  the  average  rate  of  the  ap- 
pointment of  about  ten  members  of  £ach  Congress! 
And,  what  is  worthy  of  special  notice,  there  have 
been  several  cases  of  members  of  Congress  who, 
having  failed  of  a  re-election  by  the  people,  in  con- 
sequence of  their  unscrupulous  devotion  to  the 
Executive,  were  subsequently  rewarded  for  that 
devotion  by  appointments  at  his- hands.  It  would 
be  worth  a  httle  inquiry  to  a.scertain  the  amount 
which  has  been  paid  as  salaries,  outfits,  &c.  under 
such  appointments,  since  this  dynasty  came  into 
power.  But  1  have  not  found  time  to  make  the 
full  examination  which  I  intend  to  make  hereafter. 
It  was  slated  by  a  gentleman  from  Kentucky, 
[Mr.  Allan,]  in  a  speech  on  ihis  floor,  in  March, 
1836,  that  the  amount  at  that  time  exceeded  JEve 
hwidred  and  thirty  thousand  dollars.  It  will  be  no 
exaggeration  to  estimate  that  it  has  swollen  to  more 
than  seven  hundred  Ihouaarid,  Seven  hundred  thou- 
sand dollars  of  the  people's  money  thus  used  by  an 
Administration  that  came  into  power  as  the  boasted 
enemy  of  corruption,  and  the  watchful  guardian  of 
Congressional  purity  and  independence ! 

But,  sir,  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina, 
[Mr.  Bynum,]  while  he  does  not  and  cannot  under- 
take to  defend  the  Administration  from  the  charge 
of  an  improper  exertion  of  influence,  by  appoint- 
ments of  members  of  Congrefss  to  office,  seems 
quite  anxious  to  vindicate  it  from  the  charge  of 
ineontislency;  and,  for  this  purpose,  has  read  to  us 
'that  portion  of  General  Jackson's  annual  mess.^ge 
of  December,  18*29,  fn  which  he  rei.om(nended  an 
amendment  of  the  Constitutian  which  should  ex- 
clude members  of  Congress  from  all  appointments 
*'t»i  the  gift  of  the  Pretulent  in  whose  elect  on  Ihey 
may  have  been  officialdj  concemea.**  Treating  this  as 
the  profession,  he  asks,  where  is  the  inconsistency 
of  the  praeliee,  sine*  no  member  of  Congress  has 
been  appointed  to  oflice  who  has  been  ^'officially 
concerned"  in  the  election  either  of  Gen.  Jackson 
or  Mr.  Van  Buren? 

Mr.  Chairman,  ii  is  not  the  message  of  18-29 
which  we  make  the  test  of  inconsistency  in  this 
matter;  it  is  General  Jackson's  address  to  the  Le- 
gislature of  Tennes«5ee,  in  1825,  when  he  was  just 
starting  in  the  race  lor  the  Presidency.  In  that  ad- 
dress he  said  that  he  "would  impose  a  provision 
rendering  any  member  of  Congress  ineligible  to  of- 
fice." In  the  nrsessage  of  1829  he  took  care  to 
limit  the  exclusion  to  such  members  only  as  "may 
have  been  officially  concerned  in  the  election  of  the 
President"  who  should  propose  to  appoint  them. 
So  far,  then,  from  the  message  of  1829  being  the 
standard  by  which  General  Jackson^s  consistency 
is  to  be  tested,  that  very  message  is  proof  of  his 
inconsistency.  Sir,  the  message  was  itself  an  art- 
ful abandonment  of  the  profession  of  1825,  and 
wa>  iniended  lo  prepare  the  way  for  the  practical 


abandonment  of  it  which  followed.  The  profes^on 
of  1825'  had  answered  its  purpose;  and,  like  all 
other  professions,  was  now  to  be  cast  off  and  thrown 
to  the  winds.  Power  had  been  obtained  by  it,  and 
now  power  was  to  be  retained  by  its  abandonment. 

What  a  "change  had  come  oVr  the  spirit  oP' 
General  Jackson^t  **drea«n"  in  four  short  years ! 
How  marvellously  the  dangers  of  1825  had  va- 
nished in  1829!  How  suddenly  were  the  bars 
thrown  down,  and  the  President  permitted  to  range 
through  the  halls  of  Congress,  (obstructed  only  by 
a  contingency  of  rare  occurrence,)  with  his  hands 
full  of  bribes  to  '.empt  the  people^s  n^presenlativf s 
Not  a  suspicion  was  breathed  that  members  of  Con- 
gress would  be  "liable  to  be  withdrawn  from  legis- 
lating on  the  interests  of  the  nation,  through  Execu- 
tive patronage,"  or  ihat  "their  vigilance  would  be 
interrupted  by  party  feelings  and  party  excite- 
ments," or  that  there  was  any  danger  to  be  appre- 
hended from  "intrigue  and  management."  Not  an 
aspiration  was  raised  for  the  preservation  of  **  the 
morals  of  the  country,"  or  an  apprehension  felt 
that  "corruption  would  become  the  order  of  the 
day,"  or  that  "the  people  won  Id  be  attacked  in 
their  constitutional  sovereignty."  "Human  na* 
ture"  was  miraculously  cured  of  its  "proneness  to 
evil;"  and  it  had  come  to  be  seriously  doubted 
whether  it  was  at  ail  necessary  that  members  of 
Congress  should  pray  that  they  might  "not  be  led 
into  temptation !"  Such  was  the  change  of  four 
years.  Such  the  diflference  between  candidate  Jack- 
son in  1835,  and  Presicfen/ Jackson  in  1829 ! 
Pledge  of  Retrenchment  and  Economy. 

I  close,  Mr.  Chairman,  my  allusion  to  the  pro- 
fessions and  promises  which  preceded  the  election 
of  General  Jackson,  by  adverting  to  those  uf  re- 
trenchment and  economy. 

At  no  period  since  the  foundation  of  this  Govern- 
ment has  there  been  a  more  reasonable  and  just 
regard  to  economy  in  the  public  expenditures  tnan 
during  the  ad minivi ration  of  John  Ctuincy  Adams. 
No  considerable  increase  was  made  during  that 
period  either  in  the  number  or  the  salaries  of  the 
public  officers;  and  the  aggregate  of  public  expen- 
ditures remained  almost  precisely  the  same  at  the 
close  as  it  was  at  the  commencement  of  that  admi- 
nistration. There  was,  it  is  true,  a  disposition  to 
favor  expenditures  for  works  of  internal  improve- 
ment; but  these,  so  far  from  furnishing  a  ground 
for  the  charge  of  extravagance,  were  but  the  using 
of  the  people\s  money  to  increase  their  facilities- of 
intercourse,  give  an  enhanced  value  to  the  produc- 
tions of  their  industry,  and  bind  the  country  mere 
strongly  together  in  the  bonds  of  fraternal  union. 
The  charge  of  extravagance,  however,  was  not  fast- 
ened on  expenditures  for  internal  improvement. 
The  conspirators  against  that  administration  well 
knew  that  it  must  not  be  assailed  on  that  ground; 
that  that  battery  must  be  masked,  as  was  that 
against  the  tariff  by  the  declaration  of  General 
Jackson  in  favor  of  a  ^*  judicious^*  tariff*,  until  they 
should  get  possession  of  the  Government,  and  be 
able  to  strengthen  themselv^  for  an  attack  on  both 
those  interests.  If  they  had  then  openly  assailed 
internal  improvements  said  the  tariff,  they  would  now 
be  able  to  say  that  iheie  are  two  points  in  which 
their  practice  has  corresponded  with  their  profef- 
sions!  But  they  chose  to  make  their  attack  on 
other  points;  the  last  of  which,  and  it«:  correspond- 
ing pledge  of  reform,  I  come  now,  for  a  few  mo- 
ments, to  consider. 

The  foundation  for  the  charge  of  extravagance 
against  the  administration  of  Mr.  Adams  was  laid 
in  efforts  to  create  impressions  egainst  him  person- 
ally. He  was  represented  as  haughty  and  aristo- 
cratic. Having  spent  a  large  portion  of  his  life 
at  foreign  courts,  it  was  represented  that  he  had 
thereby  contracted  such  habits  of  extravagance, 
and  had  become  so  corrupted  in  his  principles,  as 
to  render  him  unfit  to  be  the  President  of  a  plain. 
Republican  people.  And  then  the  Presidential 
mansion  was  represented  to  have  been  fitted  up  by 
him  in  a  style  ef  almost  oriental  splendor.  To 
give  an  air  of  reality  to  this,  the  "  East  Room  Let- 
ter" was  written,  and  published  in  the  Richmond 
Enquirer,  and  ether  papers,  in  which  the  writer 
(a  Senator  of  the  United  Slates,  one  of  the  conspi- 
rators, writing  anonymously)  declared  that,  on  vi- 
siting the  President's  mansion,  he  bad  foiuid  the 


east,  room'  m  gorgeously  famished  that  iiooaJd 
hardly  be  looked  into  without  dazzling  the  eyes  of 
ilip.  beholder,  when  be  knew  that  there  wasnotteit 
dollars*  worth  of  furniture  in  the  entire  room!  All 
th  vse  insin nations  of  personal  extravagance  origin 
nated  with  men  who  knew  ihen,  as  all  the  woiU 
knows  now,  that  the  object  of  their  slander  wis 
one  of  the  plainest  and  most  economical,  onostec^ 
t  tiotis  Chief  Magistrates  the  country  everbvi. 

And  then,  too,  he  was  the  son  of  his  father!  His 
blood  was  tainted  with  the  sin  of  Federalism;  and 
though  he  really  possessed  more  genaiae  Repobli- 
can  ism  than  the  whole  combined  host  of  his  caloQ^ 
iiiators,  he  was  held  up  to  the  country  as  a  hltfa- 
toned  aristocrat,  without  a  single  feeling  in  cohubdii 
with  the  mass  of  his  countrymen. 

ft  was  by  these  and  kindred  means  that  tbe  pub- 
I'c  mind  had  been  prepared  for  the  grand  duuge  of 
extraoagancet  and  the  splendid  professions  of  eomu)- 
my  and  retrenchment  which  closed  the  political  cus^ 
paign  of  1825-29,  and  consummated  the  poipc^ 
of  putting  down  the  "pure**  Administration. 

I  regret,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  I  have  not  time  to 
give  a  frill  history  of  the  means  employed  to  spmd 
through  the.'country  the  false  clamor  of  extnit- 
gance,  and  the  equally  false  as  well  as  hypoeriol 
professions  of  retrenchment  and  reform.  Bat  I 
most  be  brief,  and  «hall  confine  myself  to  a  single 
ran  ire  of  inquiry. 

You  remember,  sir,  the  labors  of  the  oelebniel 
*Tetrenchment  committee,'*  appointed  by  the  Hook 
of  Representatives  in  the  winter  of  1838.  Tlieir 
report  was  made  in  May  of  that  year,  jost  in  time 
t:>  operate  on  the  Presidential  election  in  November 
following;  and  was  circulated  through  the  eoontiy 
in  unsparing  profusion,  and  with  a  prompUMBud 
z^al  worthy  of  an  honest  cause.  The  committee 
professed  to  have  discovered  great  abuses  in  a  om- 
les»  multiplication  of  Executive  officers,  espeeialljr 
in  the  Depirtmentsof  Stale,  Treasury,  War,  Nify, 
and  Post  Office,  in  this  city;  abd  declared  their  eoQ- 
viction  that,  **by  a  judicious  system  of  reform, it 
least  one-third  of  the  number  of  clerks  in  thorn 
Depanments  might  be  reduced  with  safety  to  the 
public  interest,**  independently  of  a  censidenlite 
additumal  reduction  which  might  be  efTeeied  bf  the 
enforcement  among  them  of  a  due  degree  of  indos* 
try.  ''We  believe  [said  the  committee]  mat  ttee 
are,  in  fact,  a  corps  of  invalid  peni^ioners  attic^ 
to  some  of  these  offices;  and  just  inpropomoDW 
their  increasing  disability  to  discharge  ihelr  datiu, 
i.^  there  an  increased  necessity  for  the  appoininicit 
of  new  clerks.'*  The  committee  ?iaid,  ht^^erer, 
that  thfy  could  not  propose  "any  e^pecilic  mdociioi 
of  i\w  Ii  umber  of  clerks,"  ioasmofh  s?,  *%iW 
the  coiviul  aid  of  the  EzecuHoe,  nn  effective  schwne 
ol  retrenchment  could  be  instituted."  NomiD^^ 
the  Executive  stood  in  the  way  of  a  rpfonn  wHiA 
should  dispense  at  once  with  mote  than  a  t^ind  of 
tho  clerks,  and  make  the  remainder  indusrriotii  ud 
fa i t  h  f u  I !  Nothing,  of  con  rse,  but  ■  thm^e  ^f  ^n- 
ntsfrolioH  was  necessary  to  consummAte  the  rrfcnDf 

The  next  session  of  Congress  foond  the  rerom* 
ers  at  their  posts.  Retrenchment  was  Hilt  tin 
watch woid.  General  Jackson  had  been  eUc^ 
and  the  "cordial  aid*'  of  the  Eiecuiiw  wiw,  °^ 
course,  secured.  In  this  state  of  things,  the  foUoW" 
ing  resolution  was  offered  by  the  author  of  Eb«I^ 
trenchmeni  report,  and  adopted: 

^^Resolved,  Thatthla  House  has  a  rigbi  ic^crprct  lU.  ill 
Executive  will  aubmit  to  Congress,  at  ita  n^xi  imans,  *  o^ 
prthensivf  acJteme  of  retrenchment^  which  eliall  eiteod  tojU 
loppins  off  of  all  tuele—  qfflees^  and  the  wciuiup  *  sw*"  tf*^ 
tice  accountabtlity  fn  those  which  are  reiainnj  " 

Such,  Mr.  Chairman,  had  been  the  pret^ndcl 
discoveries  of  extravagance,  and  sucb  was  (br  ee« 
of  preparation  for  *'an  effective  and  eompfehcnM« 
scheme  of  retrenchment,**  when  this  Admiaiiiri- 
tion  came  into  power. 

And  now,  sir,  let  me  ask — what  has  been  ^ 
to  redeem  the  pledges  thus  madel  What  t ijseojti- 
ture  has  been  dimini>hed?  What  officps  hiti 
been  **loppe.l  off7  Where  is  the  promLsed  *'com^ 
prehensive  scheme  of  relrenchmeor?"  Has  ibeie 
been  retrenchment  to  the  amount  of  a  ^Ln|ie  dolltf 
in  one  of  the  Executive  I>epartment«T  Mr.  ClJ«^ 
man,  I  ask  these  questions  in  sober  rame.sc.  iu^ 
them  in  the  name  of  a  deceived  ai^ii  abo-^ie^* 
pie — a  people  wh«  brought  thi?  AdicmiF'jition 
into  power  to  get  rid  of  o(&es  ihmy  «]p|>03ed  ^  ^ 
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ii9r]e98,  and  cut  off  ezpendimres  they  bciieved  to 
be  «*ztrmTi|rant. 

I  know,  indeed,  that,  that  to  make  a  show  of  at- 
tempticg  reform,  the  President,  in  his  first  mes- 
sage, invited  the  attention  of  Congress  *o  the  snb- 
jt'ct,  ^*(o  ascertain  what  offices  can  be  dispensed 
with,  and  what  expenses  retrenched.'*  That  part 
of  ihe  me^$age  was  referred  to  a  committee  of  this 
Hoase;  and  the  committee  called  on  the  heads  of 
all  iheExeemive  Departments  for  information  to 
what  extent  redactions  might  be  made  in  rbeir  Seve- 
rn. Departments.  And,  what  replies  do  you  think 
we  e  given?  Why,  sir,  from  every  one  of  them 
the  e  came  back  the  response  (bat  no  reifiu;ltoi»  of 
oflicers  coaid  be  made;  while  most  of  them  acto- 
ailr  asked  for  en  inereau!  Yes,  sir,  an  increase  ! 
The  ^'reformers"  had  promi-ed  retrenchment  if 
they  coald  get  possession  of  the  Executive  offices, 
and  have  the  ''cordial  aid"  oi  the  President.  Well, 
(hey  were  gratified.  They  got  a  President  of  their 
choice.  Tbey  took  po<sefsion  of  the  Executive 
ofiices.  And,  sir,  the  President  himself— if  we  can 
believe  the  declaration  of  the  United  Sutes  Tele- 
graph, at  that  time  his  official  organ — gave  his 
**cordial"  and  efficient  aid  by  actually  vitiltfig  the 
public  offices  to  sve  ihat  every  thing  wa:^  in  order, 
and  that  every  man  duX  hi?  dot>!  And  yet  his  own 
Serretari^s,  iha-?  acting  under  his  own  immediate 
in'«pect(on,  tcild  Congress  that  theif  wanted  more  iffi- 
cer»:! 

Thus  exploded  the  bubble  of  retrenchment;  and, 
from  that  tim^".  to  the  present,  the  great  tSbrt  has 
been  to  multiply  offices  as  rapidly  as  possible,  to 
enable  the  Administration  to  provide  for  the  swanns 
of  hunxry,  famished  expectants,  who  had  for  years 
been  cuising  extravagance,  landing  economy,  and 
praying  for  reform.  Yes,  sir,  if  you  will  take  the 
trouble  to  examine  the  ''Blue  Book,'*  you  will  fiod 
that,  in  every  department,  there  has  been  a  great 
increase  in  the  number  and  the  amount  of  com- 
pensation of  the  Executive  officers;  while  ihe  aggre- 
gate amoant  of  the  expenditures  of  the  Govern ment 
has  swollen  from  less  than  thirteen  millions  to  near- 
ly forty ! 

It  i»  said,  indeed,  that  there  have  been  extraordi- 
nary demands  on  the  Treasury  within  the  last  few 
yeam — such  as  those  arising  from  the  Florida  war, 
an  'ncrease  of  pensions,  Ac.  Now,  sir,  without 
dwelling  on  the  wasteful  extravagance  of  expendi- 
ture in  the  Florida  war,  or  the  injustice,  on  our 
part,  in  which  it  originated,  and  deducting  from  the 
aggregate  of  expenditurea  all  chaigeable  to  that 
cause,  as  well  as  to  every  other  of  an  extraordina- 
xy  nature,  there  will  yet  remain  an  increase  of  se- 
veral millions  which  the  apologists  of  the  Adminis- 
tration wholly  fail  to  account  for,  consistently  with 
their  vaunted  professions  of  retrenchment  and 
economy. 

Sir,  there  has  not  been  the  slightest  efibrt  to  re- 
trench or  economise.  No  one,  indeed,  has  even  at- 
tempted, under  all  the  goadings  of  the  opposition, 
to  exhibit  any  evidence  of  retrenchment.  AH  that 
wre  have  witnej^sH  have  been  awkward  attempts 
to  apologise  for  the  vast  increase  of  expenditure ! 
One  of  these  apologies  has  been,  that  the  natural 
increase  in  the  business  of  the  Qovernmeilft  has 
ealled  for  an  increased  number  of  officers.  Now, 
sir,  if  I  had  time  I  would  go  through  the  various 
Departments,  and  show  you  that  the  increase  of 
officers  in  most,  if  not  all  of  them,  bears  a  very 
^reat  disproportion  to  any  reasonably  assumed  na- 
toral  increase  of  their  business.  I  must  content 
myself,  however,  with  referring  to  one  of  the  de- 
partment— that  of  the  customs — as  an  example. 
I  have  before  me  a  statement  from  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  communicated  in  answer  to  a  call 
of  the  Senote  at  the  last  session  of  Congress,  ex- 
bibiting  the  total  annual  expense  of  collecting  the 
revenue  for  twenty  years,  commencing  with  1818, 
Aod  ending  with  1837.  It  is  as  follows,  omitting 
The  fractions  of  dollars: 

1818  |76D,206        1828  #889,397 

1819  870,320        1829  949,489 

1820  "         777,764        1830  1,006,059 

1821  700.528        1831  1,155,971 

1822  728,964        Xq^  1,287,653 

1823  745,989       I033  1,402,118 
'       1824              758,350       ^034  1,358,951 

1825  W,Qe$      ^g^    .      1,320,533 


1826  855,162        1836  1,414,528 

1827  851,521  1837  1,497,275 
Now,  sir,  mark  the  rapid  increase  of  these  ex- 
penditures frein  the  time  the  **pure**  Administra- 
tion was  put  down,  in  1828 — ^an  increase  of  more 
than  SIX  bundbso  thousand  dollars  in  eight  years; 
being  at  the  average  rate  of  more  than  skventt- 

FIVS  THOUSAND  DOLLARS   A  TEAR.      What    dOCS  thiS 

mean?  Was  there  a  corresponding  increase  in  the 
business  of  the  custom-house  department?  Nobody 
can  pretend  it.  On  the  contrary,  all  know  that  the 
revenue  has  for  the  last  few  years  been  diminishing. 
Mark,  too,  the  striking  contrast  between  this  in- 
crease of  expense  and  that  of  the  preceding  ten 
years.  That  increase,  you  will  observe,  was,  in 
the  whole,  but  |120,000-~being  an  average  annual 
increase  of  less  than  one-sixth  the  annual  increase 
under  the  retreneking  Administration ! 

But  there  is  another  view  of  this  subject.  What 
has  become  of  the  ^'one-third*'  of  the  officers,  which 
the  '^reformers*'  told  us,  b^/bre  they  came  into  pow- 
er, were  "useless,"  and  might  be  "lopped  off?" 
Did  they  tell  us  the  truth?  If  they  did,  then  that  one 
third  retained  was  clearly  enough ,  and  more  than 
enough,  to  do  any  additional  business  which  could 
have  subsequently  fallen  upon  the  Executive  De- 
partmenL<«.  The  very  large  addition,  then,  to  the 
number  of  officers  ^ince  1828,  forms  a  body  of 
''useless  officers,"  which  ought  to  be  ^Mopped  ofi"" 
without  delay.  Out  of  their  own  mouthii  shall  the 
"reformers"  be  judged.  The  people  will  hold  them 
to  a  real  bona  fide  retrevickmenl.  This  was  the 
promise — a  promise,  indeed,  which  thev  never  in- 
tended to  perform;  but  which  they  must  perform, 
or  stand  self  convicted  either  of  falsely  accusing  the 
Administration  they  put  down,  or  of  practi.'sing  ihe 
very  extravagance  they  so  loudly  condemned. 

But,  sir,  the  "reformers"  were  not  only  pledged 
to  retrenchment,  and  the  "lopping  off  of  all  useless 
offices;"  but  their  "comprehensive  ^chcmc"  ex- 
tended to  "ihe  securing  of  a  more  effective  accoun- 
tability.^ Yes,  sir,  "a  more  fffecHve  aeeountahUUyn^ 
Bear  tluU  in  mind,  Mr.  Chairman,  when  you  think 
of  the  glorious  results  of  the  "reform"  in  the  "^cc- 
Hve  accountability"  which  has  suffered  a  balance 
(»f  a  million  and  a  quarter  to  accumulate  and  nfn 
away  in  the  hands  of  a  single  sub-treasurer  in  the 
city  of  New  York !  Just  about  as  much  effective- 
ness in  it  as  there  was  truth  in  the  charge  of  extra- 
vagance, and  sincerity  in  the  pledges  of  reform. 

Let  me  call  your  attention,  sir,  to  one  other  point 
in  the  famous  retrenchment  report.  The  commit- 
tee professed  great  alarm  at  the  amount  of  "the 
Executive  patronage  of  the  press."  Estimating 
that  there  were  about  one  hundred  printers  employ, 
ed  in  publishing  the  laws  and  Grovemment  adver- 
tisements, and  doing  job-work,  they  say: 


"Whan  your  committee  look  at  this  amount  of  patronage, 
placed,  without  control  or  renponnibilitY,  in  the  hands  of  the 
Executive,  orthoaeofaubordinate  chie/a  of  hia  Depaitmenta; 


laced,  without  control  or  raaponaibilitr,  in  the  handa 
IxecuUve.  orthoaeofaubordinate  chie/a  of  hIa  Depaiti 
and  when  they  reflect  on  the  moral  mechaniam  upon  which  ihia 


II7  liable  to  be  augmented.  •  •  •  •  The  danger 
which  aaeaiis  the  freetlom  of  the  prem,  throush  the  insinuation 
orihtaiapecieaorinfluence,ia  far  more  aerioua  than  any  atar 
chamber  code  of  paioa  and  panaltiea  Thia  pecuniary  cenanr- 
ahipofthepreaamuatendin  its  utter  proetiiution  to  an  india- 
crlmiDaieaupportofthe  acta  of  Government,  however  inju- 
rioaa  to  the  righta  and  intereata  of  the  people." 

To  cortail  this  dangerous  patronage,  the  commit- 
tee proposed  that  the  control  of  the  printing  of  the 
annual  volume  of  the  laws  should  be  taken  from 
the  Secretary  of  State,  and  given  to  the  Secretary  of 
the  Senate  and  the  Clerk  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives; that  the  Secretary  of  Stale  should  be 
compelled  to  select  the  paper  published  by  the 
pf  inter  of  the  laws  of  each  State  to  publish  the  laws 
of  the  United  States;  that  the  papers-published  by 
the  printers  of  both  houses  of  Congress  should  be 
selected  to  publish  the  laws  and  Government  ad- 
vertisements in  the  District  of  Columbia;  and  that 
the  job  printing,  binding,  and  stationery  for  each 
Department  should  be  done  and  furnished  under 
contracts  made  by  the  lowest  bidders,  on  advertised 
proposals. 

And  now,  Mr.  Chairman,  what  account  must  I 
give  (/tibese  promised  reforms?  Can  I  tell  you  that 
they  were  executed  af^er  the  reforming  Administra- 
tion came  into  power?  No,  sir.  Was  no  proposi- 
tion made  in  Congress  to  that  effect  by  the  re- 
fonaenA    )7pne.    Did  not  Ganend  Jackson  press 


the  matter  in  his  messages  to  Congres&l  Not  at 
all  I  Sir,  not  a  word  was  heard  from  him  or  his 
friends  on  that  subject,  after  he  came  into  power. 
The  visions  of  danger  which  stood  before  the 
terrified  eyes  of  the  retrenchment  committee  in 
1828,  had  passed  away  '*a8  a  dream  when  one 
awakeih.'* 

But  it  may  be  asked  if  no  legislation  was  proposed 
as  a  "remedy  for  abuses**  in  the  *' Executive  pa- 
tronage of  the  press,"  did  not  the  Executive  himself 
very  cautiously  avoid  such  an  exercise  of  that  pa- 
tronai^e  as  would  "insinuate  an  influence*'  that 
should  interfere  with  "the  freedom  of  the  prqss," 
and  "prostitute  it  to  an  indiscriminate  support  of 
the  acts  of  the  Gtovemmeni?"  Did  he  not,  for  ex 
ample,  direct  the  Secretary  of  State  to  divide  th*^ 
patronage  of  publishing  the  laws  fairly  among  the 
papers  of  the  different  parties,  having  respect  to  lo- 
cation, circulation,  and  moral  and  literary  charac- 
terl  Did  he  not  say,  however  I  may  be  disposed 
to  "reward  friends  and  punish  enemies,**  1  will 
never  consent  to  extend  that  principle  to  the  passs, 
whose  entire  and  perfect  freedom  from  Executive 
Influence  is  indispensable  to  its  fidelity  as  a  senti- 
nel on  the  watch  tower  of  freedom? 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ihe  President  neither  said  ncr  did 
any  such  things  as  the^e  questions  suggest.  No, 
sir;  the  very  reverse  of  it  was  then,  ami  has  ev.  r 
since  been,  the  settled  policy  of  the  AdroinlsTation. 
In  carrying  oat  this  policy,  the  press  has  been  ap- 
proached with  the  same  influence  that  has  been 
brought  to  bear  upon  the  host  of  applicants  for 
office.  Executive  subserviency  has  been  made  the 
lest.  Support  the  Administration,  or  yon  shall  not 
publish  the  laws  of  C««ngress  or  the  advertisements 
of  the  Departments,  or  do  any  work  for  the  Go- 
vernment. There  was  not  an  Opposition  press  in 
the  employ  of  the  Gk»vernmeni  at  the  time  this  Ad- 
ministration came  into  pow^ r,  that  has  been  ah'p 
to  retain  irs  emp!oyment  without  changing  its  poli- 
tical character,  and  there  is  not  a  single  press  now 
enjoying  the  Elxecutive  pa'ronage,  that  can  become 
truly  independent,  but  at  the  hazard  of  an  instanta- 
neous and  entire  withdrawal  of  that  patronage. 
Nor  is  this  all.  A  great  number,  probably  not  far 
from  one  hundred,  editors  or  printers  of  newspa- 
pers, have  teen  appointed  to  lucrative  offices. 
Many  of  them  have  received  the  oflice  of  postma;;- 
ter,  which  has  given  to  their  establishments  very 
peculiar  advantages.  Many  presses,  it  is  well 
known,  have  been  kept  from  tinking  by  the 
mere  aid  thus  received  through  Executive  pa- 
tronage. 

Thus,  sir,  have  the  sound  doctrines  of  the  re- 
trenchment report  been  disregarded.  It  aided  to 
put  patronage  and  power  into  hands  that  have 
since  torn  and  scatteied  it  to  the  winds.  The  pa- 
tronage of  the  presi),  as  well  as  every  other  branch 
of  Executive  patronage,  instead  of  being  regarded 
as  a  delicate  public  trust,  to  be  used  with  a  h  gh 
sense  of  the  danger  of  its  perver<ion,  ha%  been 
treated  ns  private  property,  vei^ted  in  the  Pre.«iden{ 
and  his  political  he.rs,  to  be  used  as  an  in«tram»ni 
of  augmenting  Executive  influence,  and  perpeiu- 
ating  usdrped  Executive  power. 

Pledges  qf  General  Jackson^e  Inaugytral. 

I  have  now,  Mr.  Chairman,  done  with  the  false 
clamor  and  the  deceptive  professions  and  pledges 
which  preceded  the  election  of  General  Jackson  in 
IS38.  On  the  4ih  of  March,  1829,  he  took  the 
chair  of  State.  Sir,  I  shall  never  foigei  that' day. 
It  was  not,  however,  its  parade  and  pomp  and  pa- 
geantry .that  left  the  deep  impression.  The  shouts 
of  the  immense  multitude  who  gathered  to  wnnpiis 
the  inaugaraMon  of  the  great  "Reformt-r,"  soon 
died  upon  my'  ear.  The  mortification  of  veeing  a 
"pure**  Administration  "put  down,'*  and  its  un- 
scrupiiloos  assailants  elevated  to  power,  I  soon 
ceased  to  feel.  But  there  were  some  things  that  I 
could  not,  and  never  can,  forget,  because  they 
formed  the  soul  of  that  ceremony,  and  sustained  a 
deep  and  enduring  relation  to  the  subsequent  admi- 
nistration of  the  Ck>vemment.  It  was  between 
the  centre  pillars  of  the  eastern  portico  of  Uiis 
Capitol  that  I  saw  the  President  stand  up,  and,  in 
the  presence  of  assembled  thousands,  utter,  as  a 
part  of  his  inaugural  address,  what  I  will  now 
read: 
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<*The  ncMit  demonatration  of  public  aentimcnt  hBCribMon 
«liH  jiM  of  Executive  duties,  in  cbaracter*  too  legiblo  to  be 
overlooked,  the  taak  o(  reform^  which  will  require  panicularlj 
tho  correction  uf  thane  abuMa  (hit  have  brouuhi  the  pairoriage 
ot'  the  Federal  Government  litui  conllici  wiih  tlie  (r%r.edoin  o( 
•lectionaL  and  the  counieractiuii  of  Uiom  causes  wliich  have 
diaturbed  tiie  rightful  course  oi'  ap(X)intmeni,  and  h  ive  place  J, 
or  cpnUnued,  power  in  unraiilmil  or  incumpotent  hamls  In 
the  perfoimance  ol  a  taak  inue  generally  delineated.  I  aholl  an. 
dtoavur  lo  lelea  men  wUi«e  ihiig<*.nce  and  lalenu  will  insure,  in 
their  reapectivaatatiuu:*,  able  and  faithful  caot^ieiaiion — depend- 
ing for  the  advoiicnirnt  of  the  pubhc  a^trvice  mure  on  the  m- 
tecriiy  and  se:»l  oi  the  public  ofllcera  than  on  their  numbers. 
A  diffidence,  perhaps  loo  juat  In  niv  own  qualilirations,  will 
teach  me  to  look  with  reverence  to  me  examples  of  lublic  vir- 
tue left  by  my  illustriuus  predeceasora,  and  with  veneration  to 
the  lighta  that  fli>w  from  Uie  mind  itiai  fuunded  and  the  mind 
that  relormcd  our  system.  The  same  Siffidence  imlucea  me  to 
hope  for  mdiruction  and  aid  from  the  co-ordinate  braochea  of 
ihtt  GovenuDoni." 

Mr«  CbHirman,  do  not  saspect  me  of  misreadiog 
this  iuui^aral.  I  know  that  it  souo.is  strangely 
now.  Then  it  was  the  adnairation  of  thoQsands. 
Nothing  was  so  true,  or  sound,  or  patrioUc.  What 
we  now  know  to  have  been  false  in  asseriion,  was 
then  taken  by  the  multitude  as  absolute  verity;  and 
what  experience  has  since  shown  to  have  been  hol- 
low profession  and  hypocritical  cant,  was  then  re- 
garded as  evidence  of  an  honest  intention  to  reform 
abases,  and  i^ive  the  country  a  pure  Administration 
Who  does  not  now  feel  amazed  when  he  looks  back 
and  Fees  Gen.  Jackson  thns  standing  up  and  pour- 
irg  forth,  in  the  pre$«nce  of  the  nation,  this  double- 
di^iilled  essence  of  the  four  years*  slander  ol  his  pure 
and  upright  predecessor^  Who  does  not  now  see 
that  there  was  not  a  semblance  of  truth  in  the  as- 
sertion that  that  predecessor  had  '^brought  the  pa- 
tronage of  the  Government  into  conflict  with  the 
freedom  of  electionsl^'  Who  now  believes  that 
there  was  the  slightest  intention  to  perform  what 
was  promised  in  that  inaugural?  Who,  indeed,  re- 
gards it  as  any  thing  eL'^e  than  one  of  ihosc  splendid 
humbugs  which  have  been  made  to  dance  in  suc- 
cession, for  the  last  ten  years,  before  the  eyes  of 
the  American  people? 

Sir,  every  body  knows  that  all  its  professions 
and  promises  have  been  wholly  disregarded;  that 
they  were  disregarded,  in  fact,  immediately  after 
hey  were  made.  Do  you  not,  sir,  remember  how 
agranily  the  President,  within  two  weeks  after  the 
inaugural  was  pronounced,  set  at  naught  ihe  ''in- 
struction and  aid  which  he  professed  to  *'hope  fur 
from  ihe  co-ordinate  branches  ot'  the  Government," 
by  dismissing  the  Senate  from  their  special  session, 
with  a  message  informing  them  that  he  had  no 
more  business  to  lay  before  them,  and  then  imme- 
diately proceeding  to  remove  collectors,  comptioi- 
lers,  auditors,  marshals,  district  attorneys,  land  re- 
gisters and  receivers,  and  ministers  in  foreign  coun- 
tries, and  supplying  their  places  by  his  own 
appointment,  with  'Uhe  advice  and  consent**  of  no- 
body but  his  unscrupulous  and  irresponsible  parti- 
san advisrrs?  Do  you  not  remember  that  among 
these  examples  of  "reform,"  was  the  removal  of 
the  collec'or  of  the  port  of  New  York,  for  no  cause 
bat  that  of  political  non-cinformity,  and  ths  ap- 
pointment in  his  place  of  Samuel  Swanwout,  who 
has  recently  run  away  wnh  a  million  and  a 
quarter  of  the  people*s  money?  Do  you  not 
remember  how  the  work  of  **reform'»  was  carried 
on  during  the  whole  of  the  recess  between  the  dis- 
missal of  the  Senate  m  March,  1839,  and  its  reas- 
sembling in  December  foltowing?  and  with  what 
nnsparing  severity  it  has  been  carried  on  from  that 
time  to  this?  And  is  there  a  man  who  hears  me 
wiio  will  assert  thni  it  has  not  been  carried  on, 
from  first  to  last,  with  the  most  unscrupulous  devo- 
tion to  mere  pan?  interest>?  Is  there  one  who 
does  not  know  that  thou5andsof  removals  and  thou- 
sands of  appointments  have  been  made  for  the  very 
purpose  professedly  deprecated  in  the  inaugnral — 
that  of  "bringing  the  patronage  of  the  Government 
into  conflict  with  the  ireedom  of  elections?"  Has 
not  the  promise  to  make  "diligence,  talents,  inte- 
grity, and  zeal,"  the  test  of  qualification  for  office, 
bet n  flagrantly  violated?  -H^ve  any  qualifications 
bei'M  able  to  stand  the  competiiion  of  partisan  "di- 
Jigence,'*  partisan  *  talents,"  and  partisan  "zeal?" 
it  ha'«,  however,  been  »aid,  and  recently  said  on 
this  floor  by  a  member  irom  Ohio,  [Mr.  Duncan,] 
that  there  are  a  sreat  many  Whigs  left  in  oflSce; 
and  he  has  uodertaken  to  prove  it,  by  professing  to 
^ive  the  number  of  Whigs  and  Administration 
mta  now  in  ofiice  in  the  various  departments  in 
Ml  iiipr.    iir,  I  <to  aot  deny  that  thei«  are  Whigs 


left  in  office  htire,  I  know  some  of  them;  and  I 
know  them  to  be  among  the  most  capable  and  effi- 
cient ofiicers  of  the  Government.  But,  sir,  I  know, 
too,  the  reason  why  they  have  escaped  the  besom 
of  the  "rcf<Tm.'*  They  would  probably,  all  have 
been  removed  when  it  swept  throui^h  ibe  public 
offices  here  in  1829-*.30,  bm  for  a  conelction  that 
the  public  business  could  not  be  carried  on  without 
them.  The  names  o:  many,  and,  1  believe,  of 
most  of  them,  were  on  what  was  called  the  **  black 
list" — a  list  of  candidates  for  proscription,  made 
out  under  the  direction  of  the  celebrated  "Central 
Committee" — and  it  was  well  onderstov^d  that  Gen. 
Jackiton  wa-s  urged  to  remove  them,  and  that  it 
would  have  been  done  but  for  the  remonstrances  of 
some  of  the  heads  of  the  Department^:,  who  driven 
by  necessity  to  appreciate  the  value  of  old  and  ex- 
perienced clerks,  insisted  that  the  public  business 
must  suffer  unless  the  work  of  "  reform**  was  ar- 
rested?  The  project  of  a  full  and  entire  sweep  was 
thereupon  abandoned.  It  is  thus  that  these  Whigs 
have  been  spared.  Necessity,  not  liberality,  has 
dictated  it. 

But,  sir,  there  was  the  less  inducement  to  fill 
every  office  here  with  a  devoted  partisan,  because 
the  clerks  in  this  city  arc  in  a  condition  to  exert 
very  little  political  influence,  and  can  mingle  in  no 
elections  affecting  the  general  politics  of  the  coun- 
try. It  is  not  so,  however,  elsewhere;  and  hence 
we  find  a  general  sweep  of  collector.*,  surveyors  of 
ports,  naval  officers,  all  the  subordinate  officers  of 
the  customs,  marshals,  district  attorneys,  land  re- 
gtfllers  and  receivers,  and  postmasters.  Wherever 
political  influence  has  been  wanted,  the^e  has  the 
Administration  been  ready  to  cut  down  political  op- 
ponents, and  supply  their  places  with  the  men  who 
had  done  the  most  parly  service,  and  who  would 
pay  the  most  money,  ride  the  greatest  number  of 
miles,  and  proclaim  with  the  loudest  voice  the  pu- 
rity and  consistency  and  pr.  -eminent  democracy  of 
jhe  reforming  Administration  !  There  is  not  a  State, 
nor  a  Congressional  district,  nor  a  county  in  this 
whole  Union  where  evidence  of  the  truth  of  this 
assertion  may  not  be  found.  Everywhere  has  the 
patronage  qf  the  Executive  been  "broui^ht  into  con- 
flict with  the  freedom  of  elections.**  Indeed,  it 
has  been  the  grand  engine  by  which  this  tly nasty 
has  sought  to  sustain  and  perpetuate  its  power. 

And  what  an  inconceivable  amount  of  power 
mav  be  wielded  by  a  single  hand,  when  that  haid 
holds  the  millions  of  patronage  at  th*i  Executive 
(disposal,  and  is  guided  by  a  will  unresnlated  and 
iji.con  trolled  by  any  principle  save  that  of  self  and 
pany  agicrandizement.  Establish  the  principle  that 
every  office  in  the  gift  of  the  Executive  is  held  for 
for  disposal  to  the  highest  bidder— to  the  maa  who 
can  pay  the  most  in  partisan  services — and  there  is 
carried,  with  electric  rapidity,  throu^hcut  the  land, 
an  influence  which  pollutes  and  corrupts  every  thing 
that  it  reaches.  ThesUndardof  political  morality 
becomes  lowered;  and  every  roao  who  has  a  single 
aepiratton  for  office  is  at  once  tempted  to  inquire, 
what  will  promote  ray  interest?  rather  than,  what 
is  right  in  principle,  and  best  for  the  intere:»t  of  the 
country? 

FulfiUient  of  Prophecy. 

And,  Mr.  Chairman,  no  men  in  this  nation  have 
ever  better  understood  the  weakness  of  human  na- 
ture in  this  respect,  akd  the  power  which  patronage 
can  exert  upon  it,  than  those  who  have  administer- 
ed the  Government  for  the  last  ten  years.  Sir,  it  is 
remarkable  that  the  present  President  and  Vice 
President  of  the  United  States,  and  the  "expung- 
ing" Senator  from  Missouri  [Mr.  BentonJ  were 
leading  members  of  the  Senate  Committee  on  Ex- 
ecutive Patronage  in  1826,  whose  report— to  which 
I  have  before  adverted — drawn  up  by  Mr.  Benton, 
contains  a  most  glowing  description  of  the  danger 
of  an  abuse  of  that  patronage.  Suffer  me  to  read 
a  paragraph  from  that  report: 

"The  King  of  England  (aay  the  coromUtee)  Is  the  'fountain 
of  honor;'  the  Preeident  of  the  United  8iaiea  ia  the  aourea  of 
patronage.  He  preeidea  over  the  entire  ayateoi  of  Federal  ap- 
pointroenta,jotM,  and  cootiactfl.  He  has  power  over  the  sup- 
port of  the  individuals  who  administer  the  svstem.  He  malcea 
and  unmakea  them.  He  chouses  from  the  circle  of  hta  friends 
and  aupporiarat  andiruiy  diamias  them,  and,  upon  ail  the  prin- 
^  ciptes  of  human  action,  woiU  dtamiaa  them,  as  oAen  as  they  dis* 
a[)point  his  expeciationa:  His  spirit  will  animate  their  ketions 
in  ail  tht  elections  to  Stale  and  Federal  ofllcee  ^    Thbiw  •  ti«T  be 


fl•«zcM>ti<n■:  tyaethatriub  of  a  faoeral  rule  is  praved  bj  iha  ux- 
capttoo.    Tka  miandad  check  and'  contiol  of 
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without  new  rnnsntiiiimml  and  aUTntnrf  nnwhiii,  vA-iwi 
to  operata.  Patronage  will  penetrau  Uus  tM^fiiiiUiBlaM. 
I'rfciiy  of  reaistance,  chain  it  to  the  car  of  powtf,  lad  cuHi 
the.  Preaideiit  tn  lule  as  easily ,*and  much  more  neanh,^ 
ihitn  wiiliout  Ihe  itominal  checlrof  the  Sonatt."  '*Wt«K 
I<»k  foi  ward  to  the  time  when  the  oominaiioo  of  tbe  Fmte 
c.ci  carrjr  any  man  through  the  Senate,  and  hJi  xwamZ 
t ion  can  carry  any  measure  thrmii^h  th«  iiioHoassio(0» 
grr«i;  when  the  principle  of  public  action  wiU  ts  «p«i  nt 
u  vowed— itie  President  wants  my  vote,  and  I  want  hk  mm- 
B?>;  1  will  vote  as  he  wishes,  and  he  will  give  ids  the  otoil 
wiHh  for.  What  will  this  lie  but  the  goveroBNmsreaiHtf 
and  wliat  ia  the  goveraoieot  of  one  man  bota  immix^ 

WtM,  Mr.  Chairman,  will  deny  ibatKUnv 
Van  BnasN,  RiCHAao  M.  Johnson,  awl  Twaa 
H.  BcNTON,  were  prophets  in  18361  C(»Up» 
phecy  itself  have  described  more  aocamelf  tlitt 
th'^y  did  the  effecu  of  the  abose  of  Bxe^uiie 
patronage  which  we  have  all  wiuiessed  doha^  tlit 
la^l  leu  years?  Here,  sir,  in  this  single  pangtu^ 
is  a  complete  epitome  of  the  workiag»of  Enctttn 
influence  in  its  varied  action  on  tbe  bodotEnoi* 
live  offioem,  on  both  branches  of  CoDgresi,Md<« 
the  State  Legislatures,  during  that  period.  Vhtt 
was  prophecy  in  1826  has  become  faistoij  ia  IBM. 

I  would  that  I  had  lime  to  trace  that  hisMiii 
its  full  details.  I  would  prej«nt  to  yoa  evideMeof 
the  extended  and  diversified  workings  of  pcrvMaJ 
and  proetitn  led  patronage,  which  shoaldcxUNlit 
as  almost  possessing  the  attribute  of  om&ipmMK 
to  the  furthest  limits  of  thisUBion.  8ir,tiiereii 
not  a  department  of  the  Eiecutive  Gorenvot 
which  it  has  not  penetrated,  throogh  its  rmM 
an  i  minutest  ramifications.  There  is  aotaftdi 
Government  which  it  has  not  readied  and iali> 
enced.  There  is  not  a  single  Whig  meobvk 
C«>n^ress,  and  has  not  been  for  the  last  ei^bt^ycm 
who  haa  not,  in  obtaining  bis  seat,  been  obliydtt 
contend  with  this  influence,  exerted  either  dirai^ 
snbserviem  office  holders,  or  a  pensioaed  |na 
And,  sir,  while  it  has  thus  acted  on  eiectim  to 
both  braoches  of  Congress,  peeking,  tberebf,  to 
secure  a  subservient  Senate  and  Hoose  of  ft^ 
sentativea,  it  has  actually  entered  these  halls  viA 
its  paity  espionage  and  its  part)r  drill.  Nsl  I 
question  of  great  public  interest  has  beeo  deciW 
here  m  which  its  power  has  not  been  felu  M4t  & 
member  of  "the  party"  has  e?ergi?ea«ijorrf» 
determination  to  throw  off  tbe  yoke,  aadataH.if 
in  the  conscious  dignity  of  legislative  indepeadM 
who  has  not  been  made  to  feel  the  temnstxli 
retributions.  Not  a  Congress  has  existedlvAi 
last  ten  years  which  has  not  witnessed  the  bsMifr 
litcnt  of  rewards  on  some  of  its  membcisAcp' 
tinguiahed  subserviency  to  the  EzesatifC^.W 
upon  not  a  few  of  ihem,  after  they  ktfak^ 
"elected  to  stay  at  home,*'  on  aceoant  of  m^ 
sub.*>ervten<7.  •  •.! 

Mr.  Chairman^  no  deacripiica  of  the  ^ 
of  this  bubiie  influence  haa  ever  come  ap  to  i  ^ 
reality.  Notwithstanding  all  that  has  btea  wi 
the  subject,  the  half  has  not  been  u>ld.  IiM 
sir,  how  could  it  be?  Coonder,  for  a  moBfMj 
extent  of  the  means  which  the  vast  patn)M|i|Mi 
the  Executive  enables  him  to  employ  to  ^9^ 
and  then  remember  that  you  have  a  Chief  IW; 
trate,  with  a  mind  .so  constituted  by  natureia^^ 
trained  by  political  education,  that  the  id*  ■ 
power  to  remove,  or  power  to  appoint,  never  l^ 
his  mind  without  an  instant  snggesiioa  of  ihiv 
qoiry— how  m?y  this  power  be  uwdsoM^tir 
vance  my  iutere^^ts  and  build  irp  my  PU^tA 
yon  might  as  well  expect  that  the  EihivpiaBMI 
change  bis  akin,  or  the  leopard  bis  spots,  ai  iWj 
who  has  M)  long  been  accustomed  to  do  ilM.iV 
should  learn  to  do  well. 

I  have  spoken  of  the  means  of 
party  purpt  sea  by  the  Elxecutive.  And  kai^J 
ever  thought,  Mr.  Ciairman«of  the 
ficacy  which  unity  of  purpeae  gives  la  ^^ 
power?  Here  are  no  permanently  dividejjg 
cils.  Friends  may  advise,  bnt  a  single wiMffi 
controls  the  whole.  Tbe  President  pais  hiWg' 
to  the  crank  of  the  mighty  machine,  «•* !» 
wheel  moves,  so  perft  ct  is  the  «nc^ni«MjJJ 
furthest  exiremiiiea  of  the  Union,  Go.  sir 
couofi  factory,  and  see  its  yast  nud 
movements.  Story  rising  oil  MQif  '^ 
machinery,  all  instinct  with  lifi^  and 
obedience  to  a  single  impii^lsai^iK  ^' 
your  observation,  bat,  nevr^*^'*  '' 
dy,  eflTective  power,  from  ^| 
tie  story,    Thi8»  sir,  is  hot  a 
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jRaygweg  of  the-  ChPtrt^ndti'^Mr,  8tuie. 
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]MNft%hi7^JiXeMit0  liNHMMr  WMeh  is  ttbvtd'bjr 
^i^Wgfe  «MMt«^««|ririt  in  this  eity.  Is  an*  iiter<eased 
^Mrdd  eirdn  needed,  Aht  example,  in  Maifle  or 
tWBUiia^  BeMd  I  a  score  of  men  are  seen  rid- 
1Rj|<titfbfigh  rlieScat0,  stirring  up  ihe  faitbfal,  and 
ikf^Hff  tbem  to  an  approaching  political  conflict. 
''XiA  ^rtMr  moves  ihem?  The  fear  of  losinj;:  office, 
^or  4fee  bope  of  obtaining  it.  See  that  political  lead- 
V  m^ing  ahdnt  among  the  subordinates  of  the 
tostom-hoosein  that  city-,  and  demanding  of  them 
=a  la>*y  their-  Incomes,  to  sopport  the  expenses  of 
"tinmilSi!  f*  Whacgires  him  power  lo  enforce 
%iif^MhBefitfns?  Has  he  a  iegal  (irdces^  No, 
4fir^^^Mi^  Ikeik  k  c  prtem '  hy  which  he  {reaches  the 
'Mtoets  of  the  ttted  and  draws  from  ^  **need1Vi}.>* 
-Or^  it  is  not  a  /ml  hot  a  fdUiad  process^  They 
iM^nmad  it  Their  offices  are  their  bread;  and 
>ffiey  do  not  choose  to  go  hnngry.  Thai  is  the 
seereti 

*  <?mtoiii  ktumaj/kiti'luxtd  hf  *Hfce party.'* 
!>  fSbiee  this  speebn  was  delivered,  the  report  of 
'f^M  in<?e8ii($ating  Committe"^  ha4  been  made;  by 
^'Mch  ft'  appears,  from  the  examination  of  wit- 
•ilsies  betonging  to  the  cnstom-hoose  depanment 
WHe^lTerk,  that  the  officers  of  that  department 
liif^bcen  Kgularly  assessed;  from  eneto  six  per 
«mL  on  their  salaries,  for  polUkdl  jwiyoset,  and 
'hare  been  called  en  by  collectors  for  the  amount. 
Hlt-#aa  assessed  <snjs  one  of  the  witnesses)  by  ihe 
Mcrsi  eefiwiilfee  oftiu  Tammany  HsUpaify.  If 
'mt  indtvidaal  did  not  pay  the  amonnt  he  was  taxed 
*%M^y  the  collector  wonld  remark:  Fm  wUl  he  re- 
'fUMtU  Me^efMftrf eeimailtee;  and  evetf  bod^tmier- 
HM  Hal  prtstriptiun  t^^uld  JoiUw.  llie  collector 
%ir  iMfeneral  committee  Mas  an  alphabetical  book, 
Whidi  eontaibi  the  names  of  persona  taxed,  and 
'th#  hmmint  each  individual  is  i^eqaired  to  pay.'* 

Here  we  have  a  glimpse  of  the  secret  mov«*n>ents 
of  the  machinery  by  which    Executive   patron- 
Ifie  ut  **t)roaghr  into-  conflict  with  the  freedom  of 
■elections."    There  are  more  than  four  hundred  affi- 
aoaof  vaHoQ^  grades  connected  with  the  custom- 
"hbose  in  the  city  of  New  York;  and  here  is  an  ex- 
libltioii  of  the  fnflnence  which  moves  tbejn  in  aso- 
IfA  pliAtanx  at  the  eieettbn^,  add  draws  from  the 
'moB  of  their  otices  the  means  of  aiding  to  secure 
trialnphs!    A  Tanhmany  Hall  committee 
hem  t6  aaderstand  that  proscription"  will 
a  refosal  to  nay  the  tax  it'imposes  on  them 
iiM" political  purposes!    What  would  Martin  Van 
BHnbtf,  Riehiffd  M.  Johnson,  and  Thomas  H.  Ben- 
Ion  f  ifae  prominent  members  of  the  Committee  on 
'SMStttive  Patronage,  in  19i6,  to  whose  report  I 
-Ittr^  Mfrtlvd)  have  said,  if  the  custoin-honse  de^ 
liiMAeiir  at  New  Ydrk  had'  then  been  under  such 
^ilMnenceas  iiT  here-  disclosed?  -What  horror 
^HMid  have  a^ized  them  on  making  thu^  discovery ! 
^Rfe  iMLre' contemplation  of  thlft  poMt5fe  eflvoi  Cf  the 
^p9#ep  of  the  l^reatdent  over  the  offioeis  then  con- 
^mtftttd  with  thAt  Cttstom^hotise  was  made  the  occfr- 
aion  of  sounding  an  alarm  by  the  oommittee.  Hear 
9D.    After  Slating  that  the  number  then  amouut- 
to  174,  and  their  compensation  to  fU9,G90,  [the 
Mant  number  is  over  400,  and  the  amount  of 
thna  compensation  more  tlian  f  400,000,]  the  tom- 


,tf»^ 


^  ia^Md— fbrmidJibtoio  min^liM*,  and  Mill 
jnpr«  aafnSn  the  voit  aqsount  of  money  in  their  handa.  Tlie 
mf^  of  such  a  body  of  mei^  aupposing  ihem  to  be  anfmated 
.byriMbaftirti,  pivhM  ifasthenssppMiiiMt  is  now  raaliiy !)  muat 
Jm  HnniW^iyplH^Pfttoctipn;  aii4  thdtjfaey  wiUbe««kaDim«l 
m  &  propoaiikm  too  plain  to  need  oeroonMration.  [Who  so 
capable  of  givingfulfifment  to  their  predictions a«  the  pi 


^  i^f^ttad  u>  be  pover  orer  his  will.  The  Prudent  haa 
over  we  ^port  of  all  (heae  ofllcera,  and  they  asajn  have 
bVir  aabior  merchants  to  the  amount  of  ten  imlHons  of 
pcrsDiHia,  and  orer  the  daily  auppoit  of  an  immenae 
"  lividuala,  profeastona^mecbttnicaUand  daj-laboi- 
th^  can  and  will  extend  or  deny  a  vatdk^le  uri- 

IrMI  aa  put>ltC  ^tfUDage«  according  to  the  part  they  shall 

,  astj^gtala  aaiweUas JPedeml  elections." 

li^hpiftba  cpfnmiiteiB  thus  spoke  of.  as.  possible 

prpba^lp  in.l826«  hs9  become  sober  reality  in 

^  ^i>whUa  there  is  added  (what  did  no^  ihenitnitt 

CMeeptitms  ht  the  pro(\^ets)  •Tamm;^fy.,Ha1l 

:ion  ^ioT  political',  purpose^i,  eo^fprcednby  .the 

U  0;ffioiai  prcwcnptipn ! ,  Si^eh  arei^oivve  i4 

tii^,or.t^,^iffnipt.pvafo^  vfhichih^  ffform- 

l^lkaivn.  Hdpiuediiii.t;,^  l>ei.tp  wraem  of  Ej^- 

,...  ;W<flWiaw**«4W  Wi^inb  ibcy.h>«re.S90ghi, 

are  still  seeking,  to  giv«  Z^  force  vf  a  settled, 

•  fola  of  Ksaemire  ^J^jbiiO 


Sul 


Mtrnkfaehtf  ^  PMie  Smtinmt, 

But,  Mr.  Chairman,  there  is  another  branch  of 
this  machinery  -which  is  not  less  perfectly  orn^a- 
nittd,  aod  not  less  completely  within  the  eontrol 
of  the  central  power*  1  mean  the  affiliated  party 
press  of  the  country.  Is  it  determined  by  th^  Pre- 
sident, with  the  advice  of  the  select  poUticial  cabal, 
that  any  new  party  movement  shall  be  made?  A 
messenger  is  despatched-— the  editor  of  the  Globe 
sppaars-^though  he  is  nodentood  to  be  generally 
present  as  one  of  the  advisers!)  instructions  are 
given,  and  the  Globe  moves.  Straighm^y  there  is 
a  corresponding  and  simultaneous  movement  in 
m  the  party  press  in  Vermont,  in  Pennsylvania,  in 
Geoigla,  and  in  the  Far  West.  Public  sentiment 
is  manufaotared,  as  the  cotton  is  taken  from  the 
bale,  in  the  lower  stery,  and  comes  out  a  perfect 
web  in  the  upper.  Every  editor  and  every  Exe> 
eutive  officer  knows  his  place;  knows  what  is  ex- 
pected of  him,  and  knows  he  shall  be  ''shot  for 
desertion.**  No  military  Government  was  ever 
more  absolute.  No  machinery  was  ever  moved 
with  a  precision  more  perfect. 

Wonder  is  often  expressed  that,  with  the  meet 
powerful  menus— so  far  as  there  is  power  in  truth 
— (alas !  it  is  too  often  powerless,)  the  Opfiosition 
are  able  to  make  so  little  impression,  and  are  so 
often  defeated  when  victory  seems  certain.  *  Here, 
sir,  is  the  secret.  The  President  and  his  men  nnder* 
stand  it;  and,  while  the  Whigs  talk  of  principle, 
they  laugh  at  its  inefficaey  when  brought  into  con* 
flict  with  their  party  machinery.  Mr. '  Chainnan, 
how  many  illosrratinns  of  this  might  be  drawn 
from  the  history  of  our  political  conflicts  du^ng  the 
last  ten}  ears.  Suffer  me  to  refer  you  to  one  of 
them. 

Eateeuihe  inftuenee  and  the  EaepmgingresehiHon, 

You  remember,  sir,  the  celebrated  case  of  the 
deposites.  The  President  '*Took  the  responsibili- 
tv,**  and  the  public  treasury  moved  at  his  bidding. 
The  Senate,  alarmed  at  the  high-banded  usurpa- 
tion of  power,  determined  to  rebuke  it,  and  passed 
a  resolution  of  censure.  The  President  sent  them 
a  protest,  in  which  he  asserted  principles  and  set 
up  claims  to  power  which  made  him  little  to  an  ab* 
a  >lnte  monarch. 

But  he  was  not  content  with  a  protest  He 
could  not  rest  on  the  sober,  deliberate  judgment  of 
his  countrymen.  He  must  have  present  satisfac- 
tion! The  Senate  had  offended  him,  and  they 
most  be  humbled,  and  the  record  of  the  obnoxious 
resolution  expunt^ed.  Bnt  how  should  it  be  done? 
How  should  such  a  result  be  accomplished  ?  Sir, 
the  means  were  not  wanting.  '  Party  organization 
snpplied  them.  Instructions  from  State  Leglslaturet 
oonkt  accomplish  the  end,  and  party'  machinery 
was  ndequate  to  their  proddctfon.  ihe  President 
willed  it;  and  the  reshit  showed  that  his  will,  by  a 
mysterious  process,  becsme  the  law  of  legislative 
artion  in  numerous  States  of  the  Union. 

For  three  years  was  this  process  gbinf  on.  From 
year  to  year  the  expunging  resolution  struggled  in 
the  Senate,  nnder  the  overwhelming  arguments 
which  w^re  nrged  against  it.  On  one  occasion, 
(March,  1835,)  were  the  expwnginfi^  worrls  stricken 
from  the  resolution  by  a  vote  of  39  to  7;  upoi 
which  Mr.  Webster,  in  addressing  the  Senate, 
said:  '*The  attempt  to  ind ace  the' Senate  to  expunge 
its  jonraal  has  failed,  signally  and  effectually  failed. 
The  record  remains,  neither  blurred,  blotted,  nor 
discraced.** 

Would  to  heaven,  sir,  that  it  had  thus  still  re- 
mained. The  attempt  to  blot  and  disgrttce  it  failed, 
signally  indeed,  bnt  not  finally.  Execative  inflti- 
ence  was  too  strong  for  the  niost  unanswerable 
consiftuiional  arguments.  The  Btate  Legislatures 
wer^fr  snrrounded  and  pressed  with  it.  Many  re- 
sisted, biit  many  yielded;  and  Senators  who,  in 
1835,  had  voted  to  strike  from  the  expnngtng  reso- 
lution it^  material  words,  and  render  it  a  nullity, 
were,  two  years  afterwards,  Ind  need  to  yield  to  the 
President's  wishes,  and  vote  to  ekfiUnge  a  record 
which  the  (Constitution  had  commanded  them  to 
'^fce^.'*  Sir,  I  was  in  tbe  Senate  chamber  when 
the  final*  ^ote  on  that  resolution  was  passed.  I 
heard  the  responses  to  the  caH  off  he  yeas  and 
'nays,nnd  saw  the  -result  of  th^  three  yea^^  Execu- 
tive warnpen  the fflpdependence  of  that  body.  It 
waa  A^d^ipacMi  luitfliiiuflkt^a^MiMIe;  and 


seemed  almost  to  hnprte^npon  Ihe  rttjiuStfp^ot 
the  Father  of  his  Country,  aa  it  looked  dovtn.  fioa 
the  canvass,  an  expression  of  nuagled. sorliDw, 
amazement,  and  indignation.  There  stood  ib» Se- 
nator who,  "solitary  and  alone,^'  h]ad,-dirte  ytnre 
before,  "set  ttiat  ball  in :  mot  ion,"  swelling  :iA.  trir 
nmph  at  the  snccessfnl  result  of.  Ezeeutjfa  inia- 
ence  and  party  machinery; and  there. Isat  thcanb- 
dued  and  the  bumbled,  who. had  been,. made, 
through  that  infltience,  the  unwilling  Instminents  of 
accomplishing  the  designs  of  'tthe  gwat  espantger*** 
•  a  •  •  The  vote  had 'passed;  the  reaoltUion 
was  adopted*  It  Wan  a  meknent  of  thriUtog  inic» 
rest.  The  Secretary  bronght  into^  the  AaqMAha 
doomed  reconl,  and  thero  executed  the.aeatenoe'by 
which  it  Was  "hlurredi  blotted,  and  diagtaflad." 

Mr.  Chainnan,  whatm  redemption  fitom  the  dia> 
grace  of  that'  seene  imigbt,  ai  that  ntemenVthafve 
been  achieved !  It  was  in  the  pbwer  of  a.^aisgle 
man.  And  why  did  hn  not  seize  upon .  it?.  Why 
did  he  not  rally  the  energies  of  a  sotd  in^gnant  at 
the  high-hsnded  outrage  which' was  about  lo  be 
committed,  and  nobJy  and  steftnly  refuse  ia;beoome 
the  instrument  of  its  perpetration?  Why  did  not 
the  Secretary  stand  up,  in  the  midst  of  the  scane, 
and  say  to  the  Preskient  of  thai  body,  "Sir,.limM- 
nol,  I  miift  not  do  ibis  deed.  My  hand  cansM:rer 
hold  the  pen  which  blurs  and  blots  the  record  I 
have  sworn  to.  *keep.'  Take  from  me  my  loAce; 
consign  me  to  beggary  if  you  will;  bnt  do  .notre- 
quire  me  to  disregard  my  official  .oath,  and  tiolate 
the  Constitution  of  my  country.  My  duly  .tan  htien 
to  this  moment,  and  shall  continue  to  be,  iakUnlly 
.performad;  but  come  what  will,  that  deed  i  cannot, 
J  must  not,  I  will  not  dor* 

What  a  sublime  exainplet>fself<«acrifiQJng.  de- 
votion to  principle  would  have  been  thnatxh^rited! 
Sir,  I  would  rather,  so  far  aa  personal  gmltficaiiDn 
is  concerned,  have  occupied  the  ponition  of  that 
officer  at  that  moment,  than  to  be  President  of  the 
United  States  to  the  end  of  my  life.  \  There  wonld 
have  been  more  tme  glory  in  such  a  refnsal.than 
in  a  hundred  military  victories;  and  the  laniels 
which  would  have  adoru^  his  brow  wonld  have 
remained  fresh,  when  the  name  of  sue  canneded 
with  that  transaction  shall  have,  been  cohsigiled  to 
execration  and  infanny. 

But,  Mr.  Chairman,  there  was  one  redeeming  net 
connected  with  that  scene.  It  was  the  act  pf: the 
distinguished  Senator  .ihmi.  MassachnsetiB,  swho 
rose,  as  the  final  vote  upon  the  renolutien:  waa 
about  to  be  taken,  and,  in  the  name  of  Iktttstlf  and 
bis  colleague,  read  lo  the  Senate  thtetr  soteaui  pro- 
test against  it.  Sir,  it'^ms  »  noble  sight  l-tfUhe 
Senator  standing  up,  with  his  eiect  form  and  mnlv 
beariag,  and  declaring  to  the  Senate  and  the  world, 
in  the  calm  dignity  of  conscious  .irpiighmeis>.nnd 
troth,  the  great  prineiplesof  the  Oonstitddon^  which 
forbid  the  deed  that  was  abont  to  becoonnittad. 

But,  sir,  the  exposition  of  constitutional  prinei* 
pies  was  not  the  only  featnre  of  the  proteitt  nthich 
gave  it  interest.  It  declared,  with  a  beoonnng 
plainness  and  directness,  the  true  orighi  of  the  in- 
fluence which  was  then  about  to  carry  the  expung- 
ing reaoltition. 


"  W0  ha«re  Men  (mjv  the  proteet)  wHh  deei»  resttt  illallQ• 
.'    iiuree  or  restooiar '    -■   -      •     -        '  ^-^ 
flenaiore  of  those  Hiates  to  vote  Tor  aod  auppoct  this  ▼iotstion 


cere  pain,  the  Legialaiuree  o 


MaUe  StaieaiQeiruetiiig  the 


of  the  ioumal  of  the  Senate;  and  thie  patn  fa  infinltelv  in* 
creased  bj  our  full  twlief  and  entire  conTietion  ihataaoai^Ifoot 
alU  these  proceedings  of  etatmkadtJ^ir  origin  in  promptingo 
from  Waahington;  that  they  have  beea  arg^nily  requeeted 
and  insisted  on,  as  twins'  necessary  to  the*  accompliabitoent  of 
the  intended  purp<iBe;  and  that  it  io  notkmg  ets9  6«C  tho  in- 
fiuence  andvovoer  qf  the  Executive  braneJkijf  this  Guvem- 
ment  which  has  brought  the  LegisUtures  of  so  many  of  the 
tree  fSiaica  of  this  Union  to  qait  the  sphere  of  their  ordinary 
duties  for  the  purpose  of  co*oper«fing  t  >  accomplish  a  .mea- 
sure, in  our  judgment,  th  uncooetituuimal,  so  derogatory  to  the 
character  of  the  Senaie,  and  marked  with  so  sroad  an  m- 
PRSsaiON  OPOOMPLiANOB  WTTH  POWBK.  But  this  resuluiion  la 
topaM.  We  expect  lu*  7%al  caifse^wbich  lias  hem  powerAil 
enough  to  inpluengs  so  many  8ta.tb  Lboislatcbbs^  will 
show  itself  powerful  enougn.  especially  with  such  aids,  io  se- 
care  the  passage  of  ihe  resolution  here." 


Thus,  sir,  did  the  Sena'tor  from  Massachusetts, 
at  a  munient  of  iAiense  ioterest,  and  a ndei' circum- 
stances of  peculiar  respon.Mbiiity,  stand  nh,  in'the 
face  of  the  Senate  and  the  worM,  amtwlethnty 
declare  his'"f\ill  beWf  atid entire  convidfiop^^at 
It  was  the'  infloemie  and  p6  v^r  orth^TB'itS^tive 
braifcb  of  this  Oovemmeitt  whidi'  hi^^Kii^Hha 
Legitfa^ares  of  so  mhny  of 'thn^S^tes  to  out  the 
I  apluws  of  theiy  dKUiUii7'<ataia«rUdii  ^^^ 


$90 


AfPEHfHiX  TO  THE  CONOR^SMONAL  GlOBB. 


jn^ust. 


il^TB  Cav0***«3D  Ssts* 


Expenses  oj  the  Oovemmeni^Mr.  Siade. 
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into  effect  the  will  of  the  President  in  the  menrare 
Uien  nbont  to  be  eonsommnted. 

And  what  replf  was  made  to  this  charge!  Was 
it  aasweted?  Was  there  any  attempt  to  answer  it? 
No,  sir.  Erery  expunging  Senator  cowered  ander 
its  withering  rebtike.  All  felt  its  justice,  for  its 
truth  had  been  written  on  almost  every  page  of  oar 
preceding  three  years^  political  history.  The 
^promptings**  had  been  yisibie  to  erery  intelligent 
obeerrer.  None  coald  deny  their  reality— none 
did  deny  it— none  dared  deny  it. 

Thus,  Mr.  Chairman,  have  I  glanced  at  the  four 
years*  warfare  npon  the  **  pnre*'  Administration— 
at  the  pretended  appushensions,  by  the  *'pa^down*' 
oonspiratorB,  of  danger  from  the  abnse  of  Execih 
ttve  patronage — their  extreme  soUcitnde  lest  the 
nprity  of  Congress  shcmld  be  assailed  by  the  ap- 
pointment of  its  membeis  to  office — their  fears  that 
oormption  would  become  the  order  of  the  day — 
their  aUirm  at  the  pretended  discovery  of  extrava- 
gance—4heir  grand  preparations  for  retrenchment, 
IS  seon  as  they  conld  have  the  eo«^peraUon  of  the 
Exeentive,  and  the  pledges  of  the  President  that  he 
would  respect  "diligence,  talents,  and  integrity,'* 
in  his  appointments— see  that  power  should  not  be 
placed  in  *Hinfaithful  or  incompetent  hands,"  and 
take  care  that  his  patronage  should  not  be  abased 
to  party  purposes. 

I  hare  abo  rsminded  the  committee  of  the  viola- 
tions of  all  theee  pledges  by  the  men  to  whose  hands 
a  oreduloDS  people  had  b^  induced  to  confide  the 
admimstration  of  their  Government.  And,  sir,  it 
is  amazing  to  contemplate  the  extent  aod  the  open- 
ness of  these  violations.  One  could  hardly  believe 
his  senses  when  he  beholds  them,  especially  when 
he  loolra  at  the  bold  and  daring  disregard  of  pledges 
in  the  prostitution  of  the  whole  patronage  of  the 
Executive  to  the  puipose  of  enlarging  his  power, 
and  bringing  even  Congress  itself,  in  boih  its 
branches,  to  bow  to  the  supremacy  of  his  will. 
Prefenttofu  to  Demoeraey. 

But,  Bfr.  Chairman,  these  violations  of  pledges 
are  scarcely  less  wonderful  than  are  the  expedients 
which  have  been  employed  to  keep  up  the  delusion, 
and  retain  the  condenoe  of  an  abused  and  betrayed 
deople.  I  cannot  explore  this  field;  but  I  must  ad- 
vert, in  pasting,  to  one  of  the  most  prominent  of 
these  expedients.  It  is  the  high  sounding  and  ex- 
travagant profession  of  a  regard  for  Democracy. 
NothSig  can  exceed  it,  and  nothing  has  ever  equal- 
led it  but  the  professions  of  the  "put  down**  party 
from  1895  to  1829. 

Democracy !  Yes,  sir;  notwithstanding  the  com- 
plete organization  of  an  Executive  corps  through- 
out the  country,  moved  by  a  common  impulse 
from  the  Executive  head,  regarding  his  will  as 
their  law,  striving,  in  the  8|rei^;th  of  a  single  mas- 
ter principle,  to  perpetuate  his  power,  and  elevate 
it  above  ervy  other  in  the  Qovernment,  and  acting 
with  an  unceasing  reference  to  interests  distinct 
from,  and  adverse  to,  the  interests  of  the  people; 
notwithstanding  all  this,  hate  we  heard  from  the 
authprc^  and  finishers  of  this  system  of  Ezecutive 
corruption  and  tyranny  the  loud  and  incesAut  cry 
of  "  Democrat !  Democracy/  Dcmocract!!! 
Nothing  can  exceed  the  love  professed  for  the  dear 
people,  and  the  regard  pretended  for  their  rights. 
Sir,  the  men  who  knew  how  to  deceive  the  people 
to  gain  their  confidence,  know  how  to  flatter  them 
for  the  purpose  of  retaining  it.  They  can  **  stoop 
to  conquer.**  They  know  that^  though  the  people 
cannot  be  corrupted,  they  may  be  deceived;  and 
that  approaches  to  absolute  power  may  be  success- 
fully veiled  by  professions  of  regard  for  popular 
rights.  They  have  not  consulted  the  history  of 
usurpation  in  vain.  They  know  how  insidiously 
power  has  encroached  on  righi,  in  every  country 
where  liberty  has  found  a  f  rave,  or  ambition  a 
throne. 

It  is  as  wonderful  as  it  is  painful  to  observe  the 
progress  which  has  been  made  within  the  last  -ten 
years  in  the  career  of  popular  deception.  General 
Jackson,  at  his  inauguration,  professed  to  '*  look 
with  eenenrtion  to  the  lights  that  flowed  from  the 
mind  that  reformed  our  system.**  Jefferson  was 
the  rrformcr  whom  he  thus  professed  to  venerate, 
and  to  whose  light  the  leaders  of  the  party  still 
profess  to  lode  for  guidance.  But,  sir,  they  have 
^tMr,  Jffei^Ptty  «nd  Iheprinciflee  of  his  reform. 


at  a  sightless  distance  behind  them.  He  was  a  Re- 
pi\.blican,  and  an  enemy  of  aeeumnlated,  overgrown 
Executive  power.  He  respected  the  equal  rights  of 
the  people,  and  labored  to  secure  and  perpetuate 
them.  But  there  were  Conurw^fH  principles  in 
his  administration,  which  we  idiall  in  vain  look  for 
in  this.  *^R€pubUemUm*^  was  then  the  word;  a  Repub- 
licanisin  regulated  and  controlled  by  Constitutions 
— a  Republicanism  jtotoiit  ^  power— a  Republi- 
canism whose  essential  element  was  a/eir  and  fiee 
reprepresentation  of  the  people  tmeontroUed  6y  Ex- 
cctMtec  influenet.  The  maaocss  of  that  sort  of 
**  Democracy**  which  breaks  opeu  flour  stores — 
threatens  to  raze  bank  edifices  to  their  foundations; 
and  enters  halls  of  legislation  with  an  arned  force, 
to  assert  constitutional  eights,  was  then  unknown. 
Mobs  had  not  then  become  a  part  of  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  country,  and  Lynch-law  had  not  a 
name! 

But  behold  the  change!  Now^  Republicanism 
is  an  obsolete  word,  for  whose  meaning  we  must 
consult  the  dictionary;  drhile  Democracy  is  the  first 
word  that  is  learned  aAer  the  alphabet  is  mastered. 
Eveiy  man  who  obtains  an  election  through  the 
power  of  Executive  influence  will  you  hear  boast- 
ing that  he  has  been  elevated  through  the  power  of 
^'thi  Democracy;**  just  as  though  "  the  Democracy** 
means  something  besides  the  people,  and  the  whole 
people.  Nothing  can  exceed  the  impudence  of  the 
systematic  attempt  to  make  that  portion  of  the 
people  of  the  United  States  who  constitute  "the 
party,**  and  who  are  subjected  to  the  mysterious 
action  of  Executive  influence,  iJbc  Democracy,  and 
the  exclusive  Democracy;  while  that  portion  of  the 
same  people  who  are  struggling  to  break  the  charm 
of  that  influence,  resist  the  encroachments  of 
power,  and  maintain  popular  rights  upon  a  bioad, 
liberal  and  constitaiional  basis,  are  treated  as 
though  they  formed  no  part  of  the  people,  and  are 
call»l  by  every  name  that  has  ever  been  associated 
with  odium  and  reproach  in  our  political  history. 

To  blind  the  people  to  the  falsity  and  absurdi- 
ty of  these  pretensions  to  exclusive  Democracy, 
and  veil  the  deceptions  practised  on  them,  the  ma- 
nagers, with  the  art  of  the  juggler,  who,  by  sleight 
of  hand,  diverts  attention  from  the  true  point  .of 
observation,  take  care  to  direct  the  attention  of  the 
'  people  to  other  objects  with  which  they  are  more 
familiar,  and  which  are  capable  nf  being  brought 
to  bear  more  directly  on  their  feelings  and  interests. 
While  Executive  power  seems  a  great  way  ofl*,  and 
Executive  iafluence,  though  advancing  with  a  sure 
and  steady  step,  is  of  a  nature  not  to  be  immedi- 
ately felt  in  its  bearing  on  private  interests,  there  ut 
a  clasb  of  objects  near  home  which  the  managers 
know  how  to  present  so  as  to  engroes  the  popular 
attention.  Thus,  the  rich  are  made  an  object  of 
jealousy  to  the  poor.  The  laborer  is  excited  against 
the  capitalist— the  indolent  and  improvident  against 
the  industrious  and  frugal— the  ignorant  against 
the  learned  and  intelligent — and  even  the  vioious 
and  abandoned  against  the  virtuous  and  the  upright. 
Associated  wealth,  no  matter  how  widely  it  may 
embrace  men  of  small  means,  or  how  greatly  it 
may  stimulate  and  reward  industry,  is  declared  to 
be  monopolizing  and  dangerous.  Banks,  however 
{irudently  and  safely  managed,  are  denounced  as 
the  money  making  machines  of  the  wealthy,  de- 
signed only  to  make  the  rich  richer  and  the  poor 
poorer.  Factitious  distinctions  are  created.  Jea- 
lousies'are  excited.  An  imaginary  aristocracy  is 
raised  up  in  the  midst  of  every  community;  and 
nothing  can  be  heard  but  the  war-cry— down  with 
monopolies,  and  down  with  the  aristocracy. 
PrMeni  the  champion  of  DemoerMey. 

And  now  comes  the  grand  movement.  It  is  to 
put  the  President  at  the  head  of  **the  Democracy,** 
and  make  him  its  great  champion  and  leader  in 
the  war.  And  behold !  Forth  from  hundreds  of 
well-trained  presses,  and  thousands  of  well-disci- 
pliaed  partisan  leaders  in  every  quarter  of  the 
country,  there  go  high  sounding  praises  of  the  su- 
pereminent  Democracy  of  the  President !  He  is 
the  Democrafic  President,  and  has  been  elected  by 
the  Democracy.  There  is,  moreover,  claimed  for 
him  the  reyreaenMve  character.  Under  the  Admi- 
nistration tliat  preceded  the  advent  of  the  great 
"reformer,**  the  Chief  Magistrate  was  simply  the 
Praident  of  (he  United^Statfs— the  cpnatitutional 


The  n^prosmCaftM  character  was  i 
stood  to  bek)ng  eminently  to  this  body,  drawn  as  ft 
is  from  the  midst  of  the  people;  elected  by  them  fo 
short  periods;  invested  with  the  power  of  impeadh* 
ing  the  President  and  all  other  oficers  at  iheir 
name,  and  directly  and  exclusively  responsible  ^ 
them  for  the  exercise  of  tliai  aud  every  other 
power.  But,  to  carry  out  the  scheme  of  deeepciiHa 
and  usurpation,  it  became  important  to  claim  a. 
new  and  unheard  of  relation  between  the  Pre«ideat 
and  the  people.  General  Jackson,  thei efofc.  set 
up  the  pretension  of  being  ''tiik  dirbct  rmrmmt^ 
Hve  of  the  American  people.**  BnA  was  tfae  claim 
of  his  memorable  protest  sent  to  the  flwytfo  m 
1834--«  claim  intended  to  lay  the  fonndatJoa-oC  « 
practical  exemption  from  all  other  reqponaibUity, 
save  a  re^Kmsibility  directly,  without  the  iniervc»- 
tion  of  either  impeachment  or  investigation  bf . 
Congress,  to  a  public  opinion  which  might  bnei»> 
ated  by  Ezeeative  influence  through  snbaerviem 
subordinates  and  a  subservient  press.  To  give  a 
party  cast  to  this  claim,  it  has,  at  length,  i 
a  new  form;  and  the  President  is  now_ 
to  us  (see  Democratic  Review  for 
1838,)  as  '*ihe  AWionai  RefreeenUUice  ef  Me . 
con  Democracy.**  '*Tbs  represonlaiive  of  Ihc  Df* 
mocracyl'*  Democracy  personified!  A  Ixviii^ 
moving,  thinking,  speaking  represeotacivie  of  pw% 
simple,  unadulterated,  uncompounded  Democnc^ 

Such  is  the  claim.    The  President  is  not  skv  m 
performing  his  part.    He  tetlkt  Democracy.    B»  : 
lort/ct  Democracy.    He  looke  Democracf .    AaAft 
is  the  Democracy !    To  monopolies  he  »  wery  Imip- 
tile.    Against  banks  he  utters  anathemas*    'MLmar 
ciated  wealth**  (see  his  last  annual Miiiiaai)  iii  : 
cannoi  endure.    The  aristocracy  are  intnlrrnilaL 
In  short,  to  even/  thing  that  is  opposed  to  Dem^ 
cracy,  and  especially  to  '*lko  Demooraey,"  he  m  . 
mostespecially  and  very  exoeedibgly  opposed!    .    « 

The  President  is  thus  installed  as  the  liighPtiai  .t 
of  Democracy;  and  it  would  be  about  as  safe  far  «. .' 
Roman  Catholic  to  question  the  anthoritjr  a€  A»<j 
Pope,  as  for  one  of  ''*the  party*'  to  questioo  ii«  t^  <j 
mocracy  of  the  President.  So  complete  is  tbe  4»r^ 
Insion,  that,  when  the  Whigs  attempt  to^rooaa  Ai  ^ 


people  to  a  sense  of  the  danger  of  the 
overgrown  influence,  through  the  abase  of 
tive  patronage,  "like  Democracy'*  are  nMde  m 
lieve  that  that  influence  ts  exercised  fortlieirsiiti 
benefit,  because  it  is  all  necessaiy  to  enable 
sident,  who  is  their  representative,  to  fight 
ties,  and  put  down  the  aristocracy ! 

The  danger  of  Executive  (pflnenoe  and 
(the  greatest  of  all  dangers  in  our  system  of 
ment)  is  thus  veiled  from  the  eyes  of 
They  see  the  President  only  as  a  mightj 
ef  ^'the  Democracy,**  leading  on  its  hosts  to 
victory;  while  every  man  who  will  not  sqsi 
in  the  holy  war  is  hekl  up  as  an  Aristoecmt,  ^ 
Federalist  with  <*blue  lights**  burning  all  over 
around  him. 

Thus,  sir,  are  the  people  taught  to  look,  mc 
their  Representatives,  as  the  guardians  of 
rights  and  the  exponents  of  their  will^  bot 
President,  (strange  absurdity !)  to  the 
armed  as  he  is  with  power,  through  tmndfcdt' 
subservient  presses,  and  thousands  of  eqwril^ 
cial  dependants,  to  execute  the  purposes  i 
gle  will,  and  accomplish  the  ends  of  aa 
which  such  power  continually  tempts  to 
ment  and  corruption. 

Thus  it  is  that  this  new-fangled  f^stem 
a  colossal  structure  of  Executive  pove 
broad  basis  of  a  deceived  and  misled 
Like  the  Pyramids  of  Egypt,  whose  towering 
and   mighty  massiveness  gives   insii 
every  object  around  them,  so  is  the  ~ 
der  this  miscalled  Democratic  system, 
er  abave  and  overshadow  every  other  oljjedt 
the  political  horizon.    And,  sir,  just  in  pe 
as  the  mighty  structure  is  spread  out,  and 
up,  is  the  cry  of  "Democracy**  increased, 
not  a  man  who  dioulders  a  stone  or  cmnksei 
of  mortar  to  aid  in  rearing  the  towering 
will  not  tell  you  that  he  is  buildittg  np 
cracy;  and  no  man  must  dare  appropiMMt' 
self  the  name  of  Democrat  who  will  mi 
strip  himself  to  the  work. 

It  is  b/auch  natne^MivOhainBHayilmi 


(Ofll^^ 


FA.  ISM. 


APPENDIX  TO  THE  CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBE. 


sst 


S5tb  Ooyo*-.3D  Ssss. 


JBxpmses  of  the  Government — A/r,  Siade. 


H,  of  Reps.. 


fonuDf"  ^rnutjrhM  been  UOKmag,  for  tea  yean, 
to  boodwink  the  people,  and  make  tbem  sabmit  to 
bemoffBted  uidspiined»  and  jaded  by  the  '*demo- 
iraiie"  Jehns  who  have  driven,  with  reckless  dar- 
ii^  over  the  prostrate  Oonstitation  and  laws  of  ibe 
Boutfry.  And,  sir,  it  is  amazing  to. contemplate 
Ihtsaeeess  whiofa  baa  attended  these  efforts  at  de- 
Kpiioa;  lo  see  the  height  to  which  the  Presidential 
tffiee  nas  towered;  to  mark  the  movings  of  its  ioflo- 
wee  and  power-^aow  standing  erect,  in  grim  and 
Mrty  majeaty,  and  **taking  the  responaibiUty,'*  and 
•9W  wmdiiig  its  sinaous  and  silent  way,  and  distil- 
ling its  alow  bat  venomoas  poison  thiongh  every 
inartawttt  of  the  Qovemment,  and  every  portion 
H  the  conairy. 

A  im$  •/  redbpAny  Aat  eomc. 
Bat,  sir,  a  day  of  reckoning  has  at  length  come, 
Issalisare  beginning  ^to  he  wrooght  ont.  The 
psople  begin  to  see  that  all  is  not  right^  They  be- 
^  to  team  that  **diligence,  talents,  and  intrgrity" 
bate  not  been  made  the  passports  to  office;  that  the 
|mt  prineii^e  which  has  governed  in  Execntive 
ippemDent  has  elevated  a  race  of  mercenary,  des- 
pmts  politidans,  and  has  pat*uito  the  hands  of  the 
tilsv,  the  Boyds,  the  Spencers,  the  Prices,  and 
he  Swat  t  wonts,  the  money  of  the  people,  to  be 
hst  in  spcenlation,  squandered  in  extravagance,  or 
md  to  mid  Ezeeotive  power  in  iu  treacheroas 
taifliet  with  the  freedom  of  elections.*'  Sir,  they 
iftbe^naing  to  lay  down  their  axes,  their  hoes, 
lad  tiMir  hammers,  and,  standing  np  and  looking 
m  in  the  fane  in  the  sternness  and  amazement  of 
Imppeinted  eoniidenoe,  they  thnnder  in  your  earn 
ha  appalling  demand — Givx  an  aocoont  of  tbt 
mrAasMnp  \  Here,  say  they,  are  your  pledges  of 
lacBchment  and  reform;  yoar  professions  of  bor- 
er at  the  danger  of  an  abase  of  Executive  power, 
io«  boeoted  ragard  for  the  freedom  and  purity  of 
leelions;  your  promises  to  give  tu  upright  and 
tilhfnl  officers;  and  your  expressed  fears  that,  if 
Mwere  net  placed  in  power,  corruption  -  would 
eeraie  tbe  order  of  the  day.  And  now,  here  is 
be  fnkfilnient  of  your  pledges  and  promises  in  the 
n  years*  administration  which  yuu  have  inflicted 
tt  the  eoantry.  We  call  on  you,  as  our  servants, 
^Istt  us  why  the  evils  yon  predicted  have  not  been 
IPerted,  and  the  good  you  promised  has  not  been 
Im;  why  for  bread  you  have  given  us  a  stone, 
ad  for  fish  a  serpent;  and  why,  when  we  looked 
mi  the  vineyard  should  bring  forth  t;rapes,  it  has 
might  forth  wild  grapes. 

Tht  PrtniinHol  qiuttien  in  C<mgre$». 
And  DOW,  sir,  what  is  your  reply  to  the  demands 
fa  betmyed  and  abased  people,  nrged,  and  ably 
Kied,  an  they  have  been  by  the  people's  Represen- 
iSm*  on  this  flooil  How  do  you  meet  the  facts 
id  nignments  which  are  pressed  upon  yon?  Sir, 
M  do  it  by  endeavoring  to  stifle  invesiigation;  by 
l^emting  discussion;  by  holding  us  up,  as  the 
bnimutn  of  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations 
m  done,  as  a  debating  club;  and,  in  short,  by  eve- 
r  ooBoeivable  device  which  can  tend  to  divert  the 
iMie  mind  from  the  great  questions  we  are  strog- 
ii^^  to  bring  out  in  their  true  magnitude  and  iin- 
Mftaaoe  before  the  country. 
It  waa  in  the  spirit  of  ihls  system  of  evasion  that 
gtotieman  frt>m  Noith  Carolina  [Mr.  Bvnom] 
Merdaj  told  us  that  these  lengthened  discussions 
BHid  not  be  tolerated  by  the  people;  that  these 
IlKka  on  the  Administration  were  intended  to  act 
I  Ib^  next  Presidential  election;  and  that  it  was 
mi  OQT  bnainesa  to  make  Presidents,"  but  to  au 
li  to  oor  appropriate  legislative  duties.  "Ii  is  a 
jigriotts  practice,*'  said  the  gentleman,  ^<  for  us 
■hB  mnployed  in  making  Presidents." 

gentleman  ftt>m  North  Carolina  seems  very 

alive  to  the  danger  of  oor  being  engaged  in 

a  President.     But  where  have  slept  his  ap* 

Jons  for  ihe  latt  ten  years,  while  the  Pnp- 

it   has  been    making  members  of  Congress; 

he  has  been  reaching  oat  the  long  arms  of 

rBQtive  influence.  North,  Souih,  East,  and  West, 
Mnging  into  these  Legislative  Halls  men  who 
uMact  in  obedience  to  his  i^jj/7  And*  where 
te  Ida  feart  when  Gen.  Jack«oo  ^nadt  ki$  tuc 
0rf  Did  he  discover  any  "dai^^r*'  in  thkt  ope- 
doml  No,  sir;  none.  Bat  qq^  ^ben  we  seek 
hbawhomOenml  j^l^^ffnmAf  Om 


case  is  amazingly  altered  I  It  is  "a  dangerous  prac- 
Uce." 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  deplore,  as  mach  as  any  one, 
the  necessity  which  impels  to  discussions  and  in- 
vestigations here,  looking  to  a  Presidential  election. 
But,  sir,  how  are  they  to  be  avoided?  Are  we  to 
ail  still  and  see  the  Executive  bestriding  the  country 
with  bis  colossal  power,  and  not  warn  it  of  the 
danger?  Is  corruption  to  go  unrebaked?  Are  the 
grossest  abuses  to  pass  uninvestigated?  *Is  this 
body  the  grand  constitutional  inquest  of  the 
nation  invested. wirh  the  power  even  of  impeaching 
tbe  President  (notwithstanding  his  claims  to  the 
r^eienteltec  character,)  and  are  we  to  be  told  that 
discussion  shall  cease,  investigation  be  suppressed, 
and  the  Executive  held  to  no  responsibility  to  the 
people,  through  their  Representatives,  because  it  is 
not  their  business  to  make  Presidents?  The  abu- 
sers of  power  may  thtistalk.  They  do  not  want 
motives  for  it.  But  the  people  hold  a  very  differ- 
ent language. 

Sir,  I  am  aware  that  the  Presidential  question 
has  come  to  engross  a  large  share  of  the  attention 
of  Congress,  and  that  discussions  bearing  on  it  in- 
terfere, often  very  injuriously,  with  the  ordinary 
business  of  legislation.  Onee  it  was  otherwise. 
But  in  a  fatal  moment  it  was  determined  to  *<put 
down"  a  "pure"  Administration.  The  combina- 
tion was  formed — the  forces  marshalled;  and  these 
halls  were  made  the  chosen  theatre  for  the  onset. 
Day  aftf^r  day,  and  month  aAer  month,  were  they 
made  to  reseund  with  the  most  groundless  clamor, 
and  the  bitterest  invective,  against  the  Administra- 
tion which  it  had  been  declared,  in  advance,  should 
be  prostrated.  It  was  tAcn  that  the  Presidential 
whirlpool  was  set  in  motion,  which  has  become  a 
rapid,  raging,  maelstrom,  drawing  and  engulfing 
every  thing  within  its  vortex. 

And,  sir,  how  can  it  note  be  otherwise,  when  the 
Administration,  brought  into  power  by  means  of 
the  professions  and  pledges  I  have  described,  has 
disappointed  a  confiding  people;  when  the  Presi- 
dent has  '^rushed  madly"  from  his  constitutional 
sphere;  placed  himself  at  the  head  of  a  party;  used 
his  patronage  to  build  it  up,  and  sought  to  make  all 
the  State  Gk>vemments  and  all  the  branches  of  this 
Government  revolve  around  him  as  the  great  cen- 
tre of  the  whole?  Sir,  It  is  the  abuse  qf  power  that 
has  kept  this  maelstrom  in  motion.  Let  the  Exe- 
cutive restore  the  balance  of  the  Constitution  which 
he  has  disturbed;  let  him  go  back  to  the  conRtitu- 
tional  sphere  in  which  the  predecessors  of  General 
Jackson  ware  content  to  move;  let  him  cease  to 
pervert  his  patronage  to  selfish  and  party  purposes; 
let  him  become  the  hjgii  mimdxd,  UBgaAii,  mstN- 
TieanTBD,  oonstituvonal  Chief  MAOisTaATB  of 
THE  NATion,  and  the  maelstrom  will  cease  to  move, 
and  this  hall  will  be  restored  to  what  it  was  before 
the  conspiracy  was  formed  to  put  down  the  pute 
Administration. 

But,  sir,  until  this  is  done,  investigation  and  dis* 
cussicn  must  and  will  go  on  here.  If  we  will  not 
investigate  and  discuss,  the  people  will  send  those 
here  wno  wiU.  The  great  centralizing,  all-engulf- 
mg  power  of  the  Executive  must  and  will  be  re- 
sisted, it  will  be  in  vain  to  attempt  to  arrest  this 
effort  by  telling  us  that  it  is  not  oor  business  to 
make  Presidents.  Sir,  we  know  our  appropriate 
business.  Long  enough  have  we  seen  Executive 
influence  moving  around  and  through  these  halls, 
and  long  enough  have  we  legislated  under  its  con- 
trol. It  is  our  first  and  most  solemn  duty  to  en- 
deavor to  repel  it;  to  restore  the  independence  of 
these  legislative  bodies;  to  drive  the  Goths  and 
Vandals  from  this  Capitol.  We  have  nothing  to 
do  with  making  this  or  that  man  President;  but  we 
have  something  to  do  with  Executive  corruption 
and  usurpation,  (both  of  which  have  much  to  do 
with  us,)  something  to  do  with  that  Executive  in- 
flnence  which  has  disturbed  the  con&titotionat  ba 
lance  of  this  Government — which  has  made  its  way 
to  the  ballot  boxes,  eleeUd  a  Preeident,  brought  into 
these  halls  members  of  its  own  creation,  and  as- 
sailed the  independence  of  these  bodies  by  Execu- 
tive bribes  on  the  one  haad,  and  Executive  denun- 
ciation on  the  other;  that  inflnence,  '  '.  *ri^  so 
prophetically  described  in  the  report  of  the  commit- 
tee of  the  Senate  on  Exeentive  patronage,  in  1626, 
(made  by  Bdartin  Van  Bnien,  Richard  M.  Johnson, 


Thomas  H.  Benton,  and  others,  to  swell  the  falaa 
clamor  against  the  "pure"  Adminiitntion,)  in 
which  it  was  said: 

**The  power  of  patronage^  cnlbm  OBieKso  by  not  vie<» 
ous  iMTBRPOflxnoN  OP  C0NCMIB88  mtut  go  on  increaaing, 

*  *  *  PaTRONAOB  will  PBNBTIlAtR  THIS  BODY,  BUBDITB  ITS 
OAPACirr  OF  BB8WTAMCB,  CHAIN  IT  TO  TBB  CAB  OF  VOWBB,  omd 

enrble  the  Prendenl  to  rule  aa  eaeilf.  and  fuuch  more  ee- 
curtly^  teith  than  toithout  the  nominal  cheek  of  the  Senate." 

Sir,  if  it  is  not  our  appropriate  business  to  dis- 
cuss and  Investigate  when  this  prediction  is  literally 
foltilled  before  our  eyes,  then  we  may  as  well  de- 
termine, at  once,  to  mbmit !  and  when  we  have 
svhmUed^  we  shall  have  no  more  to  do  but  to  dis- 
solve these  bodies,  and  leavn  the  Executive  to  go- 
vern the  country  without  the  forms  of  the  Con- 
stitution. 

Shail  poUtieal  treachery  he  rewarded? 

Having,  Mr. ^Chairman,  dwelt  at  some  length 
upon  the  connection  between  the  mal-administra- 
tion  of  those  in  power  and  their  professions  and 
pledges,  I  anticipate  the  inquiries,  why  talk  so  much 
of  professions?  Why  dwell  so  long  on  pledges?  If 
the  Administration  is  bad,  show  it;  but  the  measures 
of  a  bad  administration  will  be  made  no  worse  bv 
proving  that  the  nien  in  power  have  made  hypocrt- 
tical  professions,  or  tht|t  they  have  violated  their 
pledges. 

Sir,  there  are  two  questions  before  the  country 
for  decision,  namely:  Shall  a  corrupt  and  perni- 
cious system  of  policy  be  perpetuated?  and  shall 
hypocrisy  and  treachery  be  rewarded  with  a  tri- 
umph? It  need  hardly  be  said,  sir,  that  the  proof 
of  the  corrupt  character  of  the  policy,  drawn  (Vom 
a  consideration  of  its  nature  and  tendency,  finds^ 
<*confirmation  strong"  in  the  professions  and  pro-' 
mises  of  its  authors.  They  are  judged  out  of  their 
own  mouths.  They  pronounced  in  advance  their 
own  condemnation,  and  furnished  the  arguments 
to  sustain  it. 

But,  sir,  there  is  something  in  the  treachery  of  a 
deliberate  violation  of  pledges  solemnly  made  to 
obtain  power,  which  is  deserving  of  diiNact  and 
deep  consideration.  While  the  plages  were  made 
upon  an  assumption  of  abuses  whlcn  were  known 
not  to  exist,  their  violation  has  been  the  result  of 
deep,  settled,  systematic  purpose.  The  Adminis- 
tration have  sinned  with  their  eyes  open — ^in  the 
very  face  of  their  own  professions  and  pledges. 
They  have  been  constantly  reminded  of  their  incon- 
sistency. Tbey  have  had  spread  out  before  them 
General  Jackson  \{  letter  to  President  Monroe  in 
1816;  his  address  to  the  Tennessee  Legislature  in 
1825;  the  report  of  the  Senate  Committee  on  Ex- 
ecutive Patronage  in  1826;  the  retrenchment  report 
of  1828,  and  the  inaugural  address  of  1829.  But  it 
has  all  been  to  no  purpose,  but  to  show  the  world' 
with  what  perfect  coolness  and  deliberation  pro- 
fessions may  be  falsified,  pledges  violated,  and 
power  abused. 

And  now,  sir,  do  you  not  perceive,  in  this  view 
of  the  subject,  a  distinct  and  v^ry  strong  reason 
for  deprecating  the  tricunph  of  those  in  power? 
Did  you  ever  see  an  individual  who  had  risen,  by 
a  successfbl  course  of  chicanery,  to  wealth  and 
importance,  triumphing  in  a  purchased  respecta- 
bility, and  revelling  in  tbe  enjoyment  of  ill-gotten 
gain?  and  did  you  not  mark  the  pernicious  moral 
infiuence  of  his  success — especially  upon  the  yoting 
men  of  the  community?  Can  any  influence  be 
more  dangerous  in  private  life  than  such  examples 
of  successful  villany?  And  shall  such  examples 
teach  us  nothing?  Can  we  fail  to  perceive  their 
application?  Can  we  shut  our  eyes  to  the  moral 
influence  which  must  follow  a  triumphant  con- 
summation of  the  system  of  political  chicanery 
which  1  have  described?  Can  we  measure  the 
height  and  depth,  and  length  and  breadth  of  its 
bearings  on  the  broad  and  boundless  fhture  in  our 
country '5  histoiy?  If,  sir,  the  political  charlaUnry 
of  this  Admmistmtion  is  to  meet  with  no  rebuke 
from  the  people,  but  is  to  be  sanctioned  and  re- 
warded by  them,  then,  indeed,  shall  corruption  be- 
come "the  order  of  the  day,''  and  its  ctirrent  ac- 
quire acquire  a  strength  whidi  it  will  be  very  diffi- 
cult, if  not  impossible,  successfully  to  resist. 
Xature  and  tendency  of  the  **^oUt^  nrineiple. 

Sir,  it  is  my  deliberate  conviction  tbat  we  have 
arrived  at  a  point  whence,  if  a  successfhl  stand  ja 
not  made  against  this  current,  it  will  become  reaist- 
le»  aD4  orerwhelminf.   I  da  nt>t  thmkthativ^ 
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mm^^uyoi  9Bi  suflkiiefttlf' av«lr«  totbe«x»iio^ 
wmiif'OU  'tUit(«i6je6l.  1  doBot  Mie?e  that  we 
aie  fully  aware  of  tht  program  wineh  cormprlon 
kuniiiile^^tttdcr  Uto  AdmiftHrtfation  of  the  present 
A^^J-  '  ^«  hive  not  sdAci^ntly  reflected  on 
tte  aaMra^Mul  fadency  of  ras  pamciFLB  whkh 
illtef|loto  the  entire  policy  pf  the  AdmmlistratioD 
MfSftitig  tbe  bestowment  of  fixecatlve  patrootf e. 
We  liiiTe  not  considered  how  strongly  it  appeals  to 
tbe'sellUih  and  sordid,  paasiona  of  oar  natnre;  nor 
how,  sv^EnaticaUy  and  perseFerlngly  the  means 
have  jbeea  bOQght  and  Found  of  giving  it  effect. 
yfe  hare  not  been  aware  bow  rapidly  its  in- 
(idiapa  ihCnenoe  is  detMusiag  the  moral  feel- 
ings of  onr  coootrymen,  and  lowering  the  stan- 
dard of  ^itfcal  morality. ,  Why,  sir,  what  an 
Ipa^taneous  effect  must  the'fnll  diMlosure  of  this 
pruiciple  piodoce  on  the  moral  feelings  of  the  army 
«if  office  holders  scattered,  throughoai  tbe  countryl 
PoWjSiiMldenly  most  they  feel  the  promptings  of  in- 
terctotr  nrgiiij^  them  to  seek  to  reuin  their  offices, 
fnot^  by  an  independent,  manly » conscientioas  dit- 
^ai;ge  of  daty,  but  by  a  mean  and  selfish  subser* 
viencjr  fo  the  power  (haidispeases  patronage !  How, 
nndf  r  this  system,  most  patriousm  wither  at  the 
Very  approach  of  EzecatiTe  influence !  How  ra- 
pidjy  will  principle  yield  to  expediency,  and  self 
lisejop.  and  take  the  place  ^f  coantry !  With  how 
litUe  jEieremOQy  will  conscience  be  thrust  aside  as 
an.b{a'^ashione(|  pnritannical  counsellor, nnsoited  to 
thtt  Age  of  pohncai  refinement  and  reform !  How 
mx^  will  o0ice  holders  come  to  adopt  the  masim 
tha(,**allis  fair  in  politics" — naturally  concluding 
that,  fir  it  is  fair  fur  the  President  to  act  on  the  mer* 
etaary  principle,  in'  appointing  them^  it  is  fair  to 
cafry  ont^  the  same.,  principle  in  aapportmg  him; 
aad  tliat  if  he  may  bribe  with  patronage,  they  may 
bribe  with  money,  and  resort  to  every  conceivable 
trick  and  stratagem  to  siistain  his  Admmistration 
and'P^petuate  his  power. 

Sir,  a.  man  whose  living  depends  on  subserviency 
to  JKfwer  ,inu8t  be  ^^thrice  armed"  with  virtuous 
principle,  to  maintain  a  high  and  uniform  political 
integrity.  If  bis  continuance  in  office  is  made  to 
.depend  on  a  conscientious  performance  of  his  duty, 
.thfi^.wiU  bis  very 'office  become  the  means  of 
strengthening  his  good  principles;  while,  on  the 
other  hand,  if  it  is  made  to  depend  on  subserviency 
to^  power,  his  office  will  become  the  instrument  of 
peiipetiiallr  tempting  him  to  debasing  compliances, 
^d  a  iotal  shipwreck  of  virtuous  principle. 
.  ^. Thus,,  air,  while^  the  great  principle  on  which  re- 
li^vals  and  appomtments  are  made,  adds  to  the 
'jpo#er  of  ihe'Executive,  by  purchasing  Kubservieot 
}^n/Iai  it  sends,  through  hosts  of  office  holders  and 
'^^ipe  seekers,  contain  mation  and  corrnption  through 
the* whole  length  and  breadth  of  the  land. 

Bait  the  whole  extent  of  the  mischief  is  not  yet 
4Woeed.  The  moral  inflaeece  of  high  statioo  is 
liiimftise  and  inmeasarable.  And  what  a  tramen* 
ifS^w  influence  on  the  general  suodard  of  moral 
'^Ijng  mnbt  be  produced  by  the  known  and  admit- 
ted fact  that  the  Pacsinsirr  or  ran  UmraD  States 
il .  perpetually  orerk>oking  if  not  <*  punishing" 
jhptest  merit,  for  the  purpose  of  fwrekumg  support 
}f>.  himself  by  tbe  ^'  awarding"  of  political  sub- 
acrvif Bcjr  and  profligacy.  If  the  Chikp  Magis- 
TfiATK  of  (his  great  naiioq  may  with  impunity  thus 
d«»re^rd  sound  moral  principle  in  the  daily  exer- 
iCiseofLbishigh  functipps,  in  what  department  of 
society  will  not  the  influence  of  this,  example  be 
ifelt  \  Sir,  it  will  be  to  our  conniry  what  the  odgi- 
aaMtUDgression  was  to  the  world,  when 

/.«  '^JEartii  feh  the  wound,  and  Natura  from  her  seat, 

,      SLftunKithcaugh  a4l  l^er  n orke,  gaw  sigu  of  wo 
ThMi  all  was  loet.'' 

Mj^UHeul  dishonesty  is  seen  in  the  high  places  of 
Ais  nation,  what  sort  of  disbonesiy  will  it  not  en- 
.coiirage  and  countenance?  Well  did  General  Jack- 
son say,  when  addressing  the  Tennessee  Legisla* 
tare  in  .1835,  that  "corruption  would  become  tbe 
erderof  the  day,"  When  but  one  branch  of  this 
(nrstem'sbopld  be  carried  into' execution.  But  if 
lfi)rntptibn  lo  that  extent  was  to  be  the  effect  of  the 
practice  of  ajppointing  .members' of  Congress  to 
i,'^what,  shallwe  say  <f(  tbe  effects,  diieet  and 
,  .af '  the  ,'appl Jca(Jon  of  the  mgrQenary  princi- 
'^  entire  'ad'ipinis(rafiqn  orthe  rembVing 
-'-gjowei?  &;Uuli]tir(hibf»^|lle]B4 


thatwalkfi  in  darkness.  It  eoniaminateb  tbe  very 
air  we  breathe,  and  sends  d. sense  through  every 
artery  and  vein  of  ^e  body  politic. 

Bat,  sir,  this  corrnpthig  process  ib  carried  on  not 
only  thrungh  office  holders  and  ofllee  expectants, 
and  the  inflneiioe  of  Presidential  example,  but 
IhroQgh  a  purehased  and  proPtituted  press.  The 
peisoo  is  thus  mingled  with  tbe  daily  food  of-thou- 
sandsand  Xvndredsof  thoasands  of  minds  which 
ar#  fed  by  the  newspaper  presa  of  the  .country,  and 
i«^  which  it  19  thus  adoiintstered,  under  disguises 
which  render  them  alike  nnconscioas  of  its  nature, 
and  unaware  of  i\a  origin. 
•  And,  'finalhr,  there  given  to  the  whole  of  ^ihese 
Combhied  influenees  the  greatest  possible  eneify, 
through  a  party  cit^anlzation  the  mest'perfset,  and 
by  a  party  dieeiptine  the^  (aost  **Hgid;  exact,  nn* 
sparing,  and  mexeraOle." 

Bnch  Is  the  gfeai  principle  which  4iea  at  the  fonn- 
dation  of  the  leading  poMcy  of  the  Admiaistraif on; 
snch  the  means  of  giving  it  efficacy;  and  such  its 
withering,  biightiag  iofinence  on*  pnblfcwkl  private 
virture. 
Cvnipafaf iiM'  UNporlMiee  pf  fat  '^itttnoH  ^r  'JSkeeitftM 


I  am  aware,  Mr.  TNiriirraan  (hat,  by  many,  the 
leading  topic  on  which  f  hhve  dwelt  may  be  re- 
gaMed  as  of  comparatively  incen&Iderable  impor- 
tance. Theabnite  of  fixecutive  patronage  is^ah 
old  and  Wite  subject.  The  currracy,  the  markets, 
and*  the  safety  or  the  public  moneys,  are  maitere 
of  present  and  engrossing  interest.  If  the  curren- 
oy  IS  sound,  th^  markets  good,  and  the  public  mo« 
ney  safe,  all  is,  by  many,  considered  to  be  well. 
dneAicns  of  power  are  regarded  as  abstractkNis  : 
and  Bxeeutive  encroachment  is  deemed  a  matter  of 
no  great  moment  nnfess  it  comes  lo  beardir^tty  an 
the  present  interests  of  the  people.  Thus,  the  Sub- 
TTeaspiy  scheme  (five  tiotes  rejected  by  Congress, 
but  stinthe  pet  measure  of  the  Adminietratfoo)  is, 
by  many,  thought  of  only  in  its  mere  pecuniary  re- 
lations, without  refleethig  oik  the  object  of  thei  Ex* 
eentive  In  urging  ii;  withonc  perceiving  that  its 
danger  consists,  not  so  much  in  the  insecurity  of 
"leg'treasurers'^-'-manifest  as- that  fa— as  in  the 
angmeated  pattontige  and  power  whmh  the  system 
,  would  give  to  the  PreBiflem«*-and  wtrich,  in  fkct,  has 
formed  his  tending  motive  for  pertlnactotisly  pree- 
aing  it  upon  Congress  and  the  eevntry. 

I  am,  sir,  far  from  nndervatnlng  the  importance 
of  these  questions  of  the  cnrreney,  the  markets,  and 
the  safe-keeping  of  the  public  moneys,  in  their  pe- 
cnaiary  bearings.  -But  there  am  mattem  ef  mightier 
mootent  connected  with  them.  '  While  the  last  of 
the^  qiN«fiOtts'5iMli{ns>a  relMion  to  that  of 'Bxecu- 
tivfr  ptftrottagA  and  ^piowef,  Whkh  givee  to  it  its 
chief  importance,  the  two  ibrmer  Involve  ini^resis 
whidi  he  quite  beyond  the  mere  comfort  and  grati- 
fleation  of  pecatiiarf  competence  ait d  independence. 
The  true  value  of  nothing  on  earth  can  be  esti- 
mated, indepeadently  of  its  bearings  on  the  higher 
nature  of  man.  It  is  in  this  light  only  that  we  can 
justly  estimate  the  value  of  individnal  and  natuNial 
prosperity;  whtdroeafer  tbe  fall*  meaenrc  of  their 
blewings  only  when  ihey  miaialer  to  the  high  and 
noble  pnrposes  of  moral  and  intellectual  improve- 
ment^lAe  fmesf  tMctth  and  gkry  of  a  Mrfioa.  But 
there  is  danges  of  overiook^  these  interests^  and 
making  the  acquisition  of>w«aIth,  the  advance  of 
population,  the  improvement  of  the  face  of  the 
country,  the  deireiopCMnt  of  iie  physical  rtaoaroes, 
■and  the  aogaicAlaiton  of  its  jphystcal  power,  the 
great  and  aU^absoiMng  objects  of  regard  aad  eflfort. 
There  is  danger  of  fbrgetiiBg  that,  in  all  these  re- 
spects, we  nmy  make  very  rapid  advances,  while, 
in  the  procees  of  .doing  it,  we  nmy  plani,  and  nour- 
ish to  rank  vegetaiiai,  the  seeds  of  national  cor- 
ruption aad  decay.  Sir,  It  is  not^ieal  wealth,  nor 
natural  or  aitiflcial  defenoM,  that  eoastitnte  a  truly 
prosperous  and  aecare  commonwealth; 
"But  BMn,  Ufh-miiMkid  nseo; 
Men  who  their  duXiet  ttnoto^  yet  know  their  righle, 
Aix)  kbowintr,  dtfm^nftiAtain." 
Let  thsr'««mncy'  bedevanged?  }et>*baahB  be 
driveik  te  bnspension;-  let  property  fhll  in  value;  let 
millions  he  saeifficed,  and  yet  the  energies  of  a 
people  mav  remahVMfbMantially  anfcnpaired;  aad 
-thoft'mi^riee'Yfhrmetbe'pMssim,' profited  by  its 
<«kplrience^  «id'«wiser  'fer^4tanaevaffreiRbpalBM 
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The  awion,  too,<  may  be^lsmfiai.Asa'^ihDas 
It'may  be  presaed  with  thedemaadtof-i^Mhsi 
nMrfeel  the  ahoek  of  invasioii;  it  my  be  i^ 
pelled  to  pour  out  its  treasnies  and  ia  UMi^a^ii 
defrnee;  it  may  be  denned  to  aeffer  mwa^  id 
b^brooght  to  tbcMnk  of  ruia,  and  yd  it  wf^ 
tain,  naimpaircd, '  and  even  inri|W8iei,ilad» 
menti  of  iia  iriomph  and  prasperity.  laiviwaaii 
nttfite-  its'peoplet  iBJastke  may  deepen  thur  aMg 
right;  •oppreaaiea  may  make  diem  ff«l  for  ^  «p 
pmixd;  daageia  may  develop  thai  ranieaif 
shilt  aadf  aoaragf ;  piwvation  and  haid^hif  ai^f« 
patieace  tw^nduranoe;  «ad  adraraty  My  mm 
strength  ta  virtoe.  Oar  own  glonaas:  KsnlS 
presents  an  illustrious  example  of  sll  tUflSe 
noble  minds  that  tended  one  iastiiatioas,  ud  ihi 
stern  virtaea  thatr  sastained  Hhem  mid  iksjefli 
and  weifcaem  nf  their  iataacy,'exhibtt  sMM^fta 
fHlits  of^tharaeveiwand  trying  conflicL 

But,  Mr.  Chairman,  where  are  the 
qnalitiee  x>f  that  inflaeaeawhiehsiteatly  Mmm, 
laptkm^iatortthe  tiler  Mood  of  a  pispkl  «.^ 
shall  -resiope  a  nation  thus  eonlaiaimiBdl-: 
shall^chaaga  dbnraptkMi  inie  purity,  eoMtfii 
Sei^iltty  intakivcof  ooantiy,  aad  gire 
ness' the  lofty,  eletatkm  of  stem, 
firtael  Will '  then  Ethiopian  tehiuge  hii 
theleopard hia  spotsi  fHien-wfl  earnipi«i|i| 
its  bwa  leppoey«'anothe  worm  wfaidiii 
atihe  root  of  oas  Republican  inaiiiatiMiti 
itself. 

Sir^  nnegood'SoiMiid  monl  primiple  ( 
wrought'  into  the  very  heart  and  soaloC 
aatioa,  and  wmchfutly  cherished  there, 
mora  for  its  permanent  defence  ^lom  fc 
and  itaseMirity  tnmioKs  within,  tbaa  aUi 
of  hoth  'the'lndies,  mad  aH  the  fleets  mA 
w4iich  that  weaidi  caa  paschase  andeai^ 
tbe  great  moral  principles  on  whieh  oor  j 
are  baaed,  and  whidr  wen  bodied  forth 
sons  of  onr  fevolntioBary  and  oonsiiiai 
eeaee  to -exert  a  ctotrolliag  inflnenee  \ 
t»  Whom  jaentmsied  thagoveramentofi 
and  lei  their  dereljstia&  from  these  - 
cets«>  the  deiibcratr sanction  of  tbe 
p!e,  and  this  aatioa,  widi  ail  its  stiow  ef  I 
aad  v%«r,  shall  liett  to  its  Teiy  eztma 
lysis,  fiamfwhich  it  will  eeqnire  hltk 
aairacle  for  its  recavery. 

CbntfVDtfMwfitin. 

There  has,  Mr.  Chairaaaa,  beeamaehi 
cenily,  about  the,  defaJcatioas  of 
and  the  amount  of  losses  Ihroogh 
espedally  one  of  >lhem,  hae  been 
much  emphasis.    Sir,  this  is  right.    Wa 
feel  the  los^  of  the  large  earns  of  whidi 
siiry  has  been  defrauded.    Bot  the*  sam 
ney  lost  is  not  tbe  true  ^  measure  of  ihii 
nor  wovld  it  be  if  Ir'were  twenty  timet  ^ 
It  rouses,  indeed,  ihc  public  attetiioa; 
attention  is  not  fixed  upon  sottethia;' 
mere  loss  of  money,  and  beyend  evesdai 
future  security  by  dieeks  aad  pemdues* 
employed  to  a  very^  inadequate  peipsr 
defalcatioas  have  beeathe  ««¥atts  ef  ihr 
and  corrupting  principle  df  fixeeativc^ 
awl  appotaitmeBts  to  -whiah  I  have 
iteation. 

The  afpdialmeat  of  Samnefr 
has  foeeWsuflhred,  by  a  'Inost  cnlpaUi 
aocaniulate  in  hi»haftds.aad  sqosndw 
and  a  quaner«f.dellare^-^aa,>aslhai 
timated,  ode  of  tha  first  of  ihea( 
byrQeneral  Jackson,  af^ec  dismissiag^ 
18S9— an  appomtmeat  made-  upon  ' 
a  competent  aad  faithfsd  <Acer,  I 
parpeae  of  rewarding  an  4umve  and, 
san.    The    qoeation  of   uustworibii 
made  tbe  question  ia  that  case.    If 
Jonathan  Thomption  wonld  have 
■Bat  no;  partisan  friendship  and 
outweighed  all  other  consideiaiioi  , 
was  removed  anf  Swartwoat  aii^MiiBiei 

That  removal  and  appointment  Wf 
pie  of  the  great  mass  of  resBoixlf  ' 
ments;  made  under  this  ^pastjp 
fxiund  that  the  niimerona^aaeg  of  ' 
^e«  J*osp  pf,|neftjrh|i**vp.b«i 
nwtmtk  aai«M%— la.  fnr»  nnminn*a  aukiL. 
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H.ofIbw% 


I  of  coarse,  b<!«n  more-solidtoitfi  tosefve  the 

tiVe  than  to  dMaqse  their  ofitciaF  iMies; 

m,.iDoreover.  fell  that  they  might  «ipee( 

' '  dalgepce  from'  an  iBzetsatlTe  bduod  to 

'  stl-oDg  parry  ties,  afid  rehiciant,  from  mo* 

fpaitj  pride,  to  have  rhem  exposed.      It 

11&ay«  been  a  miraele  if'  the  public  moiseyri 

i  been  plundeied,  nnd^  such  eircffmstaaees. 

brfsfalcations,  therefore,  which  bavesostariled 

liebontryyliaye  been  the  legiiimate  fmit  of  xht 

Dpt  tise  ot  Execatire  patrpiiage  wtth  #bieb  it 

"  en  carsed  for  ten  year:*,  rxtdei  the  name  of 

m/     If,  sir,  (his  fruit  shall  lead*  the  peopla 

Si^ntffY  the  nature  of  the  tret  which' has  prodUc 

^  and  shall  beget  a  determiiiaaon  to  eiil  tt  down 

Itffsfroy  i£,  the  nation  may  wall  afford  to  sq9« 

|lin  ihe  1 05ses  com  plained  of.      Yes,  sir;  if  a 

drrd  millions  and  twice  a  hondfed   miliioas 

bid  piirchase  for  ibe  country  a  perpetual  exemp 

'"fVom  that  abuse  of  Efcctttive  p^wer  which  I 

K^drscribetT;  if  it  could  secure  an  imSeflntte  sue- 

"  I  Dt  Administrations,  formed,  in  this  respect, 

'the    model    of  the  ••pore'*  Administration 

i'Genrral  Jackson  '^nt  down,*'  il  voutdf  be  a 

rptirchase  than  two  Imndred  of  tea  hnuilred 

sever  ma^ 

,  sir,  what  cattnot  be  purchased  with  mmiey, 

opie  may  be  roused  to  accomplish  by  their 

^'snd  I  tritft  they  are  preparing  to  aeootil)>l^ 

I  iaanner  whkh  w4lf  M  lon^  rememfber^d  by 

Twho  bat-e  abused  *their'  aonideirce  and  "he* 

I  their  rights,      'they  ar^  beginnh^  to  fed 

Tstrrngth,  and  pat  it  forth  iipon  th^  maaiy  pi! 

Sffbe  teinple  of  corruption.      Give  IheDa'  one 

!h(f  fair  ^heave**  and  it  shalT  tumble  intomins 

iukBtd  reform  'of  182^,  realhinetdei  in  l8J9. 

mot  a  little  remarkable,  Mr.  Chairman,  that 

oscs  which  the  Whigs  are  now  laboring  to 

0,  by  putting  down  the  Admlmsiratioo,  are 

every  same  nature  with  the  pretended  abuses 

i' reform  was  promised  by  the  teadera  of  the 

i  Administration  party,  ten  years  ago.      If, 

[were  t»  search  for  an  exbibiti6a  of  the  prin- 

«  of  Whig  reform,  I  coal^find  tbem'  nowhere 

^jfeleaily  and  fully  set  forth  thsn  in  Cleneral 

'  D'slerrer  to  Mr.  Monroe,  in  1816$  in  his  ad* 

i  the  Tennessee  Legislature  in   1826;  in  the 

itive  patronage  report  of  1B26;  in   the-  re^ 

'nent  report  of  1896k  and  in  GeneralJack* 

r  rnatignral'  in    18S9'.  '   What  a   revolution 

iyt  effected  in  the  administratioli  of  this  GKv 

J6m,  if  the  principles  c<)n  ained  in  dioM  pa- 

sobili  be  carried  out  fbr  the  period  ttf  a  singte 

ration  of  four  yekrs.    What  agratiilcaiidn 

lit  be  to  every  true  Whiff  in  the  UhHed 

f\o  see  elevated  to  the  PresSdfency  a  tdan  who 

Vstand'np  in  this  Half,  on  the  4>h'of  Mareh, 

j^and  ptit  forth  the  very'langhagensed  bjrG^ 

iJztksbn  en  the  ^th  of  Mafch,  1899;  provided 

coutd  be  a  reasonable   assuriiicis  that   it 

f  be  hone^  V  and  faithftilly  carried'  out  hi  his 

bistration.    How  consonant  (o  genuine  WWk 

/les,  aad'how  apptbpriatte  to  Tbepilneht  aktl 

s,  wfi'ufd  be  the  followif^  portion  of  G^^ne- 

drton'i!)  inaugursil,  in  the'  mouth^of  Wh% 

6\«e«httlenMHMniton  of  pablltj  fAtiiMiktlnKriaM-on 
^  nr-RiMuAfh diirie%  to  thafactwai*^  MMf  M>  >•  or^ 
tliA.ffiriK  of  rrforiQ;  which  wiU  ^rpquiu  pa<tlcultrlj 


or  those  &b(iie«  (hoiltt^^rouW 
''«6Tcmm«At  into  MiillMi  Win 

i  rifhirm  couTMOt  appoin(in«Dt,  and  nave  placed  or 

ttpoworio  unfaithful  or  Incompetent  hands.  In  thettef- 

^  j&r'a  tost  tboa  |«nehi)W  d^THtAi&tifff  rfflfW^ndMvor 

K  men  whdfe  dili|fehce'and  ti}«nli'«M!l  eM^Mt,  iiv  th<Mr 

''frXtadoneJiGltotnd  feJlOtmc^^ptnttCflt  AspiAdlitg.  for 

~«nicntoftha  public  Mnrica,  mora  ontba  ittHmjs 

'.Ihflimibljc  qffifB«r>.^Ki.  on  theiri^uintieu.    Adiffi- 

MMtQ^  iun,i0  mv  owA  qua]in€AW^i)JBi.  ^flt  (bach 

wjlh     •    •  '*    Tfnerpiion  t<i  ttt  flghn^.tKfit  flow 

lii^foupd^^/uid  the  hnnd  ^^£  cefitem^ dur 

a,|Biaw  4MD^Q(ce  induce^  me  ^lroM%  itMtriit- 

^  .  .  j^Jp^  co-oriDnaie  br^obfi?  of IM  QqvihmfpL" 

»Cbairai*ii<  I  ask  no  be;U«^.  Wihig  Adminis- 
rtl^av  one  that  will^  myike  theaepromiaeB  and 
lliy  ]fialfiVih^ii:i'4  thfe!r'tru(fe:5rtrtr-  '  But^fcfr 
I  want  no  move  violationa  oT  pledgear— no 
^••lte<*ping  the  word  of  promise  to  theeffr,  and 
'^.  to  the  liope.'*  I  wbttfifjatftf f  haxe  ih 
ation  that  will  not  vai^.^i  ail,  than  boie 
tnd  wHI  not  pty.  ti^^  hti^,  ti  iMtst, 
of  TiMfiknefi  and  $^^p^^iwif4iifia^ 


JtitVnon  yia  BAren  ''reforiD^ra^*^  have  ghreA  oa, 
let  us  not  have  if  under  a  Whig  name.  Letit  tuxf 
Its  own  appropriate  colors.    Let  it  bear  aloft  the 

Can  any  MmbMraHan  ffffd  a  real  reform^ 
Bat,  Mr.  Chairman,  catt  we  have  an  Adminia* 
trationthAi  wiU  make  these  pledged  and fakhAiily 
redeem  them?  8ir,  I  fear  we  eaooot^  and  ihat  fear 
is  much  stronger  than  I  enteruin^that  we  shall  nol 
have  a  nominally  Whig  Adanniatrahon.  Sueh  an 
Administration,  I  truit,  the  people  are  prepared  to 
give  ttSt  bni  that  aoch  an  AdmiaistratiDnt  or  that 
any  Adminiatralion,  can  new  come  into  power,  and 
eflTeM  a  geaumetboroogb  reform  in  the  great  mat^ 
ter  ot  Executhrepatrodage,  I  lament  to  sa^r  I  verjn 
mueh  doubt. 

8ir,  it  is  among  the  worrit  of  the  evils  connected 
with  the  misrule  of  this  Administration,  that,  while 
ithasgtten  toparty  spirit  great  bitterness,  it  h6S 
begotten  an  alarming  indifference  to  the  character 
of  the  meaua  by  which  it  may  be  gratt6ed.  The 
danger  o(  rttalialian  on  a  change  of  AdmtntstnH 
tion  none  can  fail  to  perceive.  Such  an  exerdsCl 
of  the  appointing  jfH>wer  as  shall  be  neeessfcry  to  re* 
store  a  just  aqoilibrium,  and  gire  to  each  of  the 
partieein  the  country  their  just  jkroportion  of  ol* 
does,  so  as  to  divest  the  exercise  ef  that  pdWcr  of 
its  present  party  ciharaeter,  WjOwM,  vndet  thetnflo* 
enee  of  party  feelings,' and  a  remembrance  of  par- 
ty injustieev  be  very  iitible  to  degenerate  into  ibe 
sainse  abtisea  that  have  mafhed  the  cooifte  of  this 
Adtaiihistraiien;  and  this  liability  wouldflte  inftv^aa* 
ed'by  the'dinyinished  rtetraintef  public  opknon^ 
which  ha^,  under  a  ten  years'  Adaiin%tration  npcm 
the  mercenary  *^oil8'^  prfneipie,  become  Heciia^ 
tomed  to' the  applicstion  of  that  principle  in  tbeex* 
erci^  :of  the  removing  wid  appointing  power.  The 
(hirst  for  otBM  has  been  greatly  incrraacd  withiti 
the  last  ten  years;  and  the  men  whor  feel  it,  haye  too 
oftelv  ihonghl  iia  gtatiftcalion  in  connection  with  the 
removal  of  mcambents,  to  be  satisfied  with  a  Pre* 
sideat  who  will  not.  fomisfa  them  soch  gratificacjcm; 
at  the  expense  of  aooh  remroval. 

Uudef  ^  Idflnenee  of  a  perverted  public  8m& 
meal,  there  aie  donbtless many  Whigs  whd  would 
deen  a  Whig  President^ite  too  scrftptkloi»  and 
'^strait^oed^^-  Who-  ahotiM  Hesitate  to  fbHow  the 
fashion  of  ^'rewarding  friisnd^  and  pnnishihg  en^ 
mies:  To  stay  the  do^aTward  -  piogfess  of  pnbliA 
senifiment  in  this  respect;  and  bring  it  op,  at  onoe, 
to  the  point  of  demanding,  in  aeeordfannce  with 
Gen<  Jachfon's  advice  tb  Mt.  Monroe,  theappotnt^ 
mont  to  offioe  of  men  *SHo9i  tdmipkuoua  firprakdl^'t 
viriM,  eapdt&iy  dndJUntmaUt  wfOnafUfagardio  pM^," 
and  feqiHridg  ih«t  the  Pmndenrahbiiid  ^^^mdfat  tka 
wkele;  end  IMC  w^kot'^ftikt  esMmimily,'^  would  be 
ah  aehieNretnbnt' little  less  than  mtratfnloMk.  Qeob 
Jickaon  tnighi  have  ikdopicd  thia)friAeipie  and  ea^ 
ried  if  out  in  htk  admiflilsintfion;'#i»r  it  Wonld  bnve 
been- vot only  Mtowing  Ma  owb  advice,  bnt^the  ex* 
attple  of  his  tntiiedlata  ptedtecesaifr."  Bat.  caft  it 
b«'dbne now?  Sir,  we hrrot a Pf^ident who  iaahle 
fodoiti  11  is  an  object  of  tbe^fyhighHihiipop* 
tance.  He^muit  not  only  have  tlM  ioolmatieny  bat 
the  pamer,'  He^tnttst  poaBtas  aneh  a  weight  tff  cha^ 
raeler,  and  hatra  annh  a  b6ld  .'dn  the^  oonfid^ca  ^ 
the  country,  independently  of  party  ass^eiattCM,  aa 
aUll^niiNrJttaiVMlMMnrMl  MMiiiilmMDW.l^MlClAs 
bkA ^stieAwVe/MVi,'^ aiRd earr)i  itont  eaoeeadh^r 
and  triunhplMDtrf*'  Long  efaeogb  have  we  had 
Chi^MaglBtrtdeif  %hoee-  itttovnCA  bas  been  naad.ia 
p«Wert'lh4^:>lMt  mtndto'an  aptmfaJ:  of  a  eofw 
ro^poliey;  Mnywerftethawe^  4^  Presidettt^  at 
lengflh,-  who  will  *  nobly  tahe  H^e  inugraunit  and 
^hotittcftiryiutp^^^hiaMgh  station  atieh  h  moral 
po«er  as'^all" enable  himlto  purify  and  elevam  a 
fhMI[6  s#Uf!titei»r  which  that  station  has,  for  ten 
fttihi;  lent  ltd  whole  hi  Aoence  to  corrupt 'and  de- 

ba*t 

Sir,'  the  WhitS'  have  a  mighty  work  to  do 
to  ^M€i^  a  vkxlifi  Bat  if  that  Victory  ahali  be 
tf^i^vM^then^'  wttl^rcaMSn:^  gseaisa  worbio  ae> 
ooinp1i8hi^ti««r  of  wiS8fc^''sndi  jilsiiipnmpfoving  ii. 
Ihiftf^,  tile  tfttory  will'  not,  tn  tcttthy  hh.^o  boeft 
achieved  nntirtils'prhidl^  of  thi^' AdonnfiBte^iion 
dial!  have  been  put  down,- ahd  anpertWed  by  an 
dewied,  dlnhiBMieaiid,  masly  pblioy,  hr  oqppqtkktf, 
t6  the  gfbvtMfint,  tfrifliA^  vlndiciiV^'  one-  which  «p 
hhvtrt  nAtneiae^lbr-tlia^ tablet  yeua.     Afeii >air, 


let  me  any,  thaittheaaan  who  «ai|,  come  into  ttaf, 
PnnideiMy  inthaoMdat.of.thecorrnption^  ot  thW 
period,  ai»d  oomm^HkoCf  ai^d  carjry  forward^.ai^ 
tuHam  his  administration  on  aioaT  f  aiNciFuni,  wji^ 
have  achieved  a  triumph  whose  gloiy,  sbai(M'£ir 
transoend  th^gUNQT  of  the  hlgWcmilit^cyochk^ 
mjeiit,  as  that  falls  bel^w  the  trininphlof  trn|)^ov^ 
error,  patiiotism  over  selfifth|Qe«B«  and .  piQ^itjh ,  om 
cormpiion« 


SPEECH  OF  MR.  MARVIN, 

Of  Nkw  YpuKf 
In  the  Hotm  vf  .R#pr«icf|latMef,.  J^ri^rtMry  5,183^ 
On  the  Report  of  tfae  Cooftmittee  ol  Waiys  afid 
Means  relating  to  the  state  of  the  T^as^pfy  ftAfk 
the  expenditures  of  the  Government. 
Mr.  MARVIN  said  that,  before  he  condoded 
his  remarks^  be  intended  to  move  a  recibmipjimef^ 
of  the  f!eport  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Meani^ 
with  iastmclions  to  report  a  bill  making  appcopri^ 
tions  to  eoNlhi«ie  the  iakprovement^  of  tha.harb^ 
an i  rivers  ace  rding  to  the  eatimates  repcirtad,<ta 
Congress  from  the  proper  department. 

I  have  examined  with  some  eare  (oodiinaed  Afri 
M.)  this  report  from  the  Comminee  of  Wi^jfs  aaif 
Means,  and  I  have  done  so  with  no  laile  asionis)i- 
ment.  For  some  time  previous  to  the  jpomJQg  xx^  ot 
,  this  report,  I  had  anticipated  that  the  poi^i^ea 
would  report  the  usual  t>iU /or  the  continui||^/iC 
the  public  works  upon  oui*  Northern  ^^ra.'  ab{ 
the  Improvement  of  the  navigation  of  riven;  whjdl 
worlps  bad  been  commenced  nnder^the  loiipi^  Xi* 
gislation  of  Ck>ngress.  From  the  kittle  experi^C^ 
I  have  bad.  here,  I  dkl  suppose  that  it  was  alinost  jf 
matter  of  course  that  the  commi(iee,sht)ai^d  spfton 
those  bills  making  apprpprialiot^s  Ibr.the  c6na&u« 
ance  of  those  works  which  had  been  .pfoyided  f<^j( 
by  previous  legislation. 

I  weQ  recollect  that,  at  the  las^  session  of.  Goa^ 
gresr,  when,  we  had  a  discussion  uj^n  the  but 
makmg  appropriations  for  continuing  the  Ciimbei^ 
land  road,  a  question  was  raised  as  to  the  oplnioM 
of  a  majority  of  the  Committee  of  Waya  axid 
Means  which  had  reported  the  bill,  and ,  $a.l  ihi 
chairman  rose  in  his  place  and  slated|  th^t,  if  thi$ 
opmmitijee  were  to  report  no  bills  to  the  tloits^]J 
except  such  as  a  m^ijority  of  the  commiifee  an* 
proved,  very  many  of  our  appropriation  billa  w6u|4 
never  be  reported  at  all.  A  majority  of  tha  com- 
mittee was  opposed  to  the  bill  fbr  continuihg;  \t& 
Cumberland  road^  and  I  have  nnderstoo4.  the  fact 
perfee^y  well,  that  the  majoritjr  of  that  ^bmmitt^ 
wef^  a>o  bpposeci  to  the  haibbr  bill;  nevtHlietela 
it  was  reporud  at  the  last  session  of  Cfoo'^^^  at; 


cording  to  the  recomn^endations  ef  the  piv^,^.,  -^ 
p^nment,  an^  tdat,  too,  in  txact acc»brdiUice  wim 
the  estimator  for.  each  work  as  propofie<{  by.  0ie  ty^ 
partmenu  A^d  when  1  learned  froih  t^is  reodft 
th^t  the  committee  had  decided  nojt  to  jepo^  a  bm 
for  the  acu'on  of  Congress,  continuing  these  ihifr 
Vrovemeais,  I  confess,  sir,  1  was  great  W  astopi 
and,  though  generally  silent  here,'  I  cietefi^jii , 
avail  mysdf  of  the  earliest  opponunitjr  ^o  vit}$< 
theie  improvemenu  from  the  dangerptis  af' 
which  has  bioen  ma<|e  upoii  them^  and  tb  9|^Nttc . 
of  this  report,  anfl  of  the  course  whicit  the  Qomi 
tee  of  lyays  and  Me^ns  havie  dcaided  to  pr^ 
They  have  taken  the  responsibility  of  ^plllf^ii , 
former  legislation  of  Congress,  and  the  recotni 
datiobs  of  the  department  kavina  charge  of  t, 
works.  They  have  taken  jufion  tti|ipn^lVfrs  the'^ 
sponsibility  ^  discriniinatjng.  tietwcen  tncrre<f^u 
meudiiUottS  of  one  ttepaninent  and  anotljer'.  Ahn 
so  far  as  their  action  is  concerned,  they  have 
teinined  that  this  House— that  the  Represeotatjvdii 
of  the  people— shall  not  be  trusted  to,  vote  dpoik'  ^ 
question,  whether  these  wor^  shall  be  cohtiauea 
or  abandoned.  I  ask  whether  it  would  n<>t  haV^ 
been  more  respectful  to  the  House  if  the  commit- 
tee, in.  accordance  with  w^ll-eslahlisbed  teeced^t^ 
had  reported  the  bill  to  the  Bouse,  and'Jelfraini: 
jpriiy  of  the.  fl^prfsf ntatlves  of  the  peonw  to  $A 
their  plf»i)sufe  in  relation ^o  \l^  We  aJiVknp^  thi  t 
the  rulfs  of  theHbaas  aresncli,  iliat  it!is  verjr ^'^ 
colt  te  get;  an  expr^on  of  oj^inion:  -  npchi  ' 
lions  which  f  ifipmtierinaf  wjs|i  iq  — '^-^^^ 
oolnmiiijee  ^i^ill  iirpott  thpbil],  'apd^„^ 
Mcoifci^Jffliop,  t^.  viM}g!^.)i^ 


<SS4 


APPENDrX  TO  THE  C0NOEES8I0NAL  GLOBE. 


S5fH  Coifg-«-3D  Sbss. 


ExperuBM  of  the  ChvermlfiefU'^Mr.  Marvin^ 


against  the  oontiQuauoe  of  these  works,  thett  it  will 
become  me  to  submit  to  such  dedtioa;  but,  until 
there  be  a  fair  dtaenfision  and  vote  npon  the  qnes- 
tion,  neither  I  normy  constitnents  will  be  aativfled. 
This  report,  sir,  is  prepared  with  eonslde/abte 
ability,  and  displays  much  ingennity  in  the  ar« 
rangetnent  of  its  matter  for  the  purpose  of  accom- 
plishing the  object  which  the  writer  doabtless  had 
in  view.  .It  goes  on  to  speak  of  the  increase  of  the 
ftzpenditnres  ef  this  QoTemment  from  its  erganiza- 
tion  to  the  present  time.  It  institotes  comparisons 
between  many  items  or  classes  o(  expenditure  in 
1899,  and  for  a  few  years  past.  It  speaks  of  the 
•Mrmoos  increase  of  expenditures  under  the  ci^il 
list,  in  Aie  army,  the  navy,  and  in  other  branches  of 
fSb»  administration  of  public^  affaiis,  but,  generslly, 
these  are  mentioned  only  to  be  defended;  sugges- 
tions are  thrown  in  all  along  to  palliate  and  excuse 
the  enormous  increase  of  these  expenditures,  with 
very  few  exceptions,  one  of  which  is  the  pension 
system.  The  report  then  comes  down  to  what  is 
called  the  internal  improrement  system,  and  thus 
solemnly.introdoces  the  subject: 

'The  committee  fiMl  it  to  be  tlieir  ilutr  to  briag  to  the  epedal 
mike  of  tlie  Honee  the  heary  and  rapidly  iaereasiog  ezpendi- 
tuna  upon  liarbon  and  riven." 

The  residue  of  the  report,  constituting  more  than 
one-third  of  the  whole,  is  demoted  almost  exdusiye- 
ly  to  an  asKailment  of  these  works, 

I  do  not  understand,  sir,  that  the  chairman  Of 
the  committee,  [Mr.  Cam^ulbng,]  who  is  the  au- 
thor of  this  report,  maintained  that  these  appro- 
priations are  positively  uncotistitutional.  It  istrue 
he  has  thrown  out  suggestions  of  doubt,  and  has 
spoken  of  expenditures  **fOreign,  as  your  commit- 
tee beliere,  to  the  o.iginal  dei^n  of  the  Constitu- 
tion;'* but  I  say  I  do  not  undersund  him,  any  where 
in  this  report,  to  avow  the  opinion  that  such  appro- 
priations are  without  oonstilutional  authority.  If 
gentlemen  shall  be  disposed  to  meet  the  question 
on  constitntional  grounds,  I  shall  not  object  to  do 
flo  at  any  time,  as  I  have  no  doubt  of  the  authority 
in  the  Constitution  to  make  these  appropriations 
for  the  construction  of  those  works  which  are  na- 
tional in  their  character,  and  which  are  necessary 
to  facilitate  the  commerce  of  States,  and  in  time  of 
war  greatly  enlarge  our  means  of  defence  and  pow- 
ers of  resistance.  If  we  may  rely  upon  the  opi- 
nions of  the  framers  of  the  Constitution,  of  those 
eminent  statesmen  who  were  contemporaneous 
with  it,  upon  the  precedents  established  by  them, 
and  acted  upon  by  all  Administrations,  from  that 
of  Gen.  Washington  down  to  the  present;  if  we 
may  rely  upon  the  commentators  upon  the  Consti- 
tution; if  any  question  in  this  country  is  ever  to  be 
settled  by  the  combined  authority  of  legislation,  of 
practice,  and  the  opinions  of  men  eminent  as  jurists 
and  salesmen,  then  I  say  the  constitutionality  of 
these  appropriations  is  settled.  I  will  not,  how- 
ever, at  this  time  enter  into  a  discussion  of  the 
question.  Were  I,  however,  to  do  so,  the  princi- 
pal authorities  which  I  would  cite  should  be  from 
that  portion  of  the  United  Stales  where  this  autho- 
rity is  how  the  most  stoutly  denied. 

As  to  the  policy  and  expediency  of  these  appro- 
priations, I  will  ask  the  attention  of  the  House  to 
a  few  facts,  and  in  the  outset  I  wish  to  disembar- 
rass the  subject,  and  to  relieve  the  harbors  on  the 
Northern  and  Northwestern  lakes,  (fori  propose 
to  confine  my  remarks  principally  to  them)  from 
the  odiousness  of  the  large  expenditores  charged 
against  them.  Congress  has  for  several  years  an- 
nually passed  a  bill,  which,  in  common  parlance 
here,  has  been  called  "the  Harbor  Bill."  It  is  a 
bill  making  appropriations  for  harbors  on  the  lakes 
and  seacoast,  aod  for  the  improvement  of  the  na- 
Tigationof  rivers,  and  for  other  purposes.  This 
report  states  that  over  twelve  millions  of  dollars 
have  been  expended  for  ihese  purposes — for  what 
has  been  denominated  internal  iknprovements.  (I 
will  hereafter  remark  upon  the  manner  in  which 
these  f  13,303,533  66  are  made  up.  Now,  sir,  what 
portion  of  this  large  amount  has  been  appropriated 
for  the  hikes—for  the  Northern  coast— upon  the  moa»t 
important  frontier  of  the  United  States!  The  whole 
amount  appropriated  is  but  little  over  two  millions 
of  dollais.  Previous  to  the  last  session  of  Con- 
gress, the  whole  amount  which  had  been  appropri- 
ated pu  a  little  over  sixteen  hundred  thousand 
dollar^  which  had  bean  nearly  aU  expended  upon 


twenty-eight  works  of  the  United  States,  on  the 
Northern  lakes. 

I  ask  gentlemen,  if  they  can,  to  point  me  to  any 
part  of  the  United  States  where  the  sum  of  two 
millions  of  dbllatv  has  been  expended  for  objects 
more  national j  or  where  greater  national  benefits 
hsve  been  produced.  It  is  idle  to  ssy  that  it  is  con* 
stitutioaal  and  proper  to  appropriate  money  for  the 
improvement  of  barters  on  the  seacoast,  and  for 
the  protection  of  commerce  npon  the  high  seas,  but 
that  it  is  unconstitutional  and  improper  to  appro- 
priate money  for  the  improvement  of  harbors  aiid 
for  the  protection  of  commerce  on  these  vast  inland 
seas.  What  i»  the  amount  of  commerce  upon 
these  waters?  How  much  business  is  done  there) 
Ou  Lake  Erie  alone  the  amount  of  tonnage  in 
34,000,  There  are  upwards  of  fifty  steamboats; 
and  they  are  among  the  largest  in  the  United  States. 
The  amount  of  commerce  is  now  very  great  and 
i^  rapidly  increasing.  This  commerce  cannot  be 
safely  carried  on  without  the  protection  which 
these  harbors  afford-  It  is  out  of  the  question. 
There  is  no  natural  harbor  on  the  whole  southern 
coaM  of  Lake  Erie. 

These  works  were  originally  commenced  as  ex* 
pcriments,  and  they  have  been  eminently  success- 
ful. They  were  cheap  structures  in  the  first  in- 
stance, and  it  is  now  necessary  to  repair  them  in  a 
more  permanent  manner.  If  you  withhold  appro- 
priations,  what  would  be  the  consequence?  what 
would-be  the  condition  in  which  these  works  would 
be  lefY?  Many  of  them  are  much  exposed,  and 
would  necessarily  go  to  decay.  Could  not  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  select  out  any 
other -items  of  expenditure  as  the  objects  of  re- 
trenchment, except  those  which  are  actually  neces- 
sary for  the  protection  cf  our  commerce  and  for 
the  defence  of  our  frontier;  or  was  it  necessary  to 
assail  these  works  in  order  to  yield  to  the  demands 
of  a  party  reptesenting  another  section  of  country, 
from  which  so  much  declamation  is  constantly 
heard  against  these  appropriations^  Why,  sir,  I 
am  astonished  at  the  view  taken  of  this  subject. 
The  other  day  a  bill  came  up  here  appropriating 
|500,000  for  the  protection  of  the  Northern  fron- 
tier, and  upon  the  bare  request  of  the  chairman  of 
the  committee,  the  bill  was  passed  aUnost  sii6  sUei^ 
fio,  and  I  believe  without  a  sinale  dissenting  voice. 
Last  winter,  the  sum  of  f  635,000  was  appropriated 
for  the  same  pu^iose,  and  the  bill  pasifrt  without 
opposition;  thus,  more  than  half  as  much  money 
has  been  appropriated  by  these  two  bills  as  has  ever 
been  expended  on  all  the  harbors  upon  the  lakes. 

[Mr.  M.  was  here  interrupted  by  the  expiration 
of  the  morning  hour,  and  the  House  proceeded  to 
other  business.  The  next  day  the  morning  hour 
was  consumed  without  taking  up  the  report  of  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  and  on  the  day 
following  the  select  committee  on  the  public  lands 
made  a  report,  which  took  precedence  for  the  morn- 
ing hour  over  the  consideration  of  the  report  from 
the  Committeeof  Ways  and  Means.  A  bill,  how- 
ever, making  appropriations  for  military  purposes, 
came  up  in  the  House,  with  an  amendment  ma- 
king the  usual  appropriation  of  |30,000  for  sur- 
veys, Ac.  When  Blr.  M.  continued  his  remarks 
as  follows:] 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  understand  that  the  report  made 
this  morning  from  the  select  committee  on  the  pub- 
lic lands  takes  precedence  of  theLConsideration  of 
the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
upon  which  1  submitted  a  few  reiiiarks  the  other 
morning.  A  debate  has  sprung  up  upon  this  land 
report,  and  from  present  appeaiances  I  presume 
it  would  not  be  a  very  extravagant  prediction  to 
say  that  it  will  occupy  the  morning  hour  for  the  re- 
mainder of  the  session,  unltits  some  other  commit- 
tee should  oome  in,  and  by  permission  make  a  re- 
port which  shall  take  precedence  of  this,  and  thus 
override  ii;  in  either  event,  I  do  not  see  but  I  am 
fairly  cut  out  of  my  remarks  if  I  wait  for  the  op- 
portonity  of  continuing  them  tipoa  the  oider  of  bu- 
siness upon  which  they  were  commenced.  I  am 
assured,  however,  by  all  the  old  members  about 
me,  and  particularly  by  the  chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means,  that  my  remarks  upon 
his  report  and  in  defence  of  harbor  and  river  im- 
provements will  be  perfectly  in  order  in  the  pre- 
sent debate.    At  %ny  nte^  sir,  1  shall  not  be  liable 


to  interruption  from  the  expiraiioD  of  tW  mi. 
ing  hour.  I  wiU,  therefore,  proceed  auv  ii  m  m, 
marks.  ^ 

When  arrested,  the  other  iDoni«|,  1  ^j^ 
called  the  attention  of  theHoossto  iheiict^ 
two  bills  had  been  passed  by  the  pieseat  Comn 
appropriating  eleven  hundred  asd  tveaty4v»ii^ 
sand  dollars  for  the  defence  of  the  NortbniAii. 
tier,  a  sum  equal  to  half  the  amoent  iKtt  W 
evei  been  appropriated  for  theeoaitnietiflt  gf^ 
bors  upon  thac  extensive  frontier.  Uy  (Ajfa  k 
calling  the  attention  of  the  Hoase  to  ihMtM» 
priations  was  not  for  the  porpoae  of  rmiiS  ^ 
them,  fori  approved  of  them  at  the  tiae,  «1 1 
believe  that  the  amount  appriated  ftr  thit  » ; 
pose  at  the  last  session  was  fniitfal  ji  |^ 
but  my  object  was  to  show  diat,  wiiho«|| 
aid  derived  from  the  existence  of  that  l» 
bofs,  we  might  have  been  obliged,  Ax  It 
purpose  of  accomplishing  the  sane  objedi^  tote 
appropriated  double  or  treble  tjuit  anmaL  |^ 


maintain  that  diese  harbors  are  absolately  imtf 
for  the  protection  of  your  Northera  firaaiia;^ 
that  there  are  no  other  objects  npoa  ihkhi 
caa  heso  judicioosiy  expended,  havimii 
defeaea  of  that  extensive  froniien  sodfirdM^I 
reotaesa  of  this  optnioa  I  chink  I  wghta 
peal  to  all  your  military  ofiesis  bavia;  Myf  .. 
ledge  upon  the  subjecu  Had  it  not  bmkti 
existence  of  these  harbors,  it  might  have  \ 
difficult,  during  the  last  year,  to  have  | 
your  neutrality  laws.  After  the 
abandoned  Navy  Islaiid,  and  had  diipmBdl 
selves,  with  an  understanding  thitlhefi 
to  meet  at  some  point  upon  the  wisttfae 
of  Lake  Brie,  afWr  having  forwarded  f 
and  such  monitions  of  war  as  thejr  hid,  I 
Worths  one  of  the  most  aetiveaad  e  " 
cers  in  your  army,  chartered  a  steamboat  i 
lo,  and  with  a  smalt  body  of  men,  io  eigbH 
hours  traversed  the  whole  length  of  theUI^I 
ing  landed  at  the  principal  harbors  alnrm 
shore.  He  ran  into  the  harbor  of  DnaUii^l 
five  miles  from  Buffalo,  early  ia  tbei 
landed  his  men,  and  matched  to  the  viUa^ii 
donia,  three  miles  fron^the  lake,  and  a" ' 
quantity  of  the  arms  of  the  PatrkMs,  n 
boat,  and  continued  his  voyage»  and  vai  i 
successful  in  breaking  up  the  esierprise  of  a 
misguided  men,  who  were  doing  all  ia  Ihntf 
to  involve  us  in  war  with  Great  Britaia. 
if  these  harbors  had  not  been  in  existeaa. 
terprise  of  Colonel  Worth  conM  aoi  hm 
performed — no  such  voyage  cooid  bntf 
made. 

I  am  now  considering  thewworioai 
point  of  view,  and  as  necessary  foe  the  d 
the  country,  or  rather  as  veiy  ia 
cessary  means  of  defence.    I  take  i 
denied  by  any  one  that  tbeobligatioB  top 
defend  th^  oocmtry,  the  entire  oomiay,r 
invasion,  rests  upon  this  Genetal  C 
I  show  that  these  works  are  neees8aiy|iail 
view,  for  the  defence  of  the  country,  A I 
once  be  conceded  that  they  are  aaiMMl 
call  the  attention  of  the  House  w       " 
from  the  repona  of  United  Stalest^ 
are  superintendents  of  tbeae  woiks.  Il 
from  the  report  of  Mr.  Smith,  the  c  ^ 
intending   the  construction  of  sevefal  i 
works  on  the  southern  afaore  of  Lake  ( 
says: 

The  htfbon  oo  the  toiitbera  abon  of  LihsO 
poiunt  for  two  purpotes,  oomiaBccMl  ud  mtta 

He  then  speaks  of  them  as  ageais<i( 
and  adds: 

"Tbm  eXMteoca  of  ■och  places  of  rafofi  li 
•act  to  Umm  naTigfttinf  ibe  lafcs;  for,  wbw* 
•tupwredn  seldom  hsppoo,  bat  where  tbir  ^ 
qnent.    The  safety  thq^  eoenred  in  the  oai 
is  one  of  the  grsateet  beoefiia  ihsc  Um  i 
ceiiJd  confer,  and  is  ooe,  too,  clearty  itedsiyasa 
totMstow."    «*IthMbeeo  Mid  that  tfaMtaiaam<^ 
for  military  pvrpoeee.    Io  the  eveai  efa  waj 
United  Siaiee  and  Great  Eritafo,  this  fioMhr  W 
become  ooe  of  the  eoenae  ofaeiiva  opeialloaa 
aide  of  Lake  Ontario,  there  are  a  gmtwmtMr^ 
herbors,  in  which  veMele  mlebt  bo  lMfH,i!Bii^ 
aod  from  wlUch,  alter  the  wa"  "^^ 

ihey  migfar  be  eent  out  to 'liar 

inland  cotet;  and,  were  it  not  in  thopoMraf  i 

to  meet  them  with  (hoirowtt ' — ' 

mlkhtehiao:*'    "Btoreo^sr, 
and  IfMtrea]  aa  taiteniat  ea_ 
uucy  parposes;  aad,  wbaa  iha 


inparfutl 
leUtei 
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the  mp^  of  ibB  JBL  LawrttBce  Km  been  coMtnicted,  tb«  wboI« 
ef  Alinr  •  comi  iniglit  not  onlj  be  expoma  to  the  roerry  of 
vHMli  from  Cenftdian  pone,  but  likewiee  to  a  BritUi  fleet 
ftom  the  ocean." 

I  will  read,  sir,  anoiher  extract  or  two  from  thia 
able  nport,  bearing  opoa  tb«  qaeslion  I  am  now 
flDOsideriDf  (  for  I  am  anztoos  that  the  chairman 
of  the  Committee  of  iVays  and  Means  should 
tike  a  moie  enlarged  and  comprehensive  view  of 
the  whole  subject.  I  wifth  to  satisfy  him  that  the 
vhole  country  has  an  interest  in  them,  and  that 
their  benefits  are  not  coniiDed  to  **cities,  towns, 
and  Tilisgf^,'*  which  may  be  located  near  them: 

<^  the  artificial  harbora  on  the  southern  shore  of  Lake  On* 
ttdo  will  admit,  when  completed,  reaaela  drawing  thirteen  feet 
mtu\  and  K^  Sodna  bay  is  large  enough  to  cuntain  a  fleet  of 
nr  nse,  and  well  adapted  for  such  purpoeea.  Not  onlj,  then, 
W  (he  whole  of  the  coast  be  amplj  provided  with  good  har- 
mut  Irat  the  eodoection  between  them  and  the  interior  of  the 
coaaurjr  isaucb  tiiat,  at  any  one  of  them,  ail  the  mnnitionfl  of 
ynr  sad  men  ncoeeeary  for  a  military  expedition  could  be  con- 
Mntiatad  with  the  utmost  celerity.  The  facilities  for  conduct- 
kt  tBiliiary  movement*  with  uouaual  lapidiiy  in  this  section 
M  Ike  coaotry  are  now  very  great,  apd  must  in  a  short  time  be 
«llgftater.  For  along  the  whole  southern  coast  of  Lake  On- 
Mle  runs  the  Erie  canal;  south  from  Rochester,  extending 
mm  the  fltaie  of  New  York,  will  be  the  Geneaee  Valley  ca- 
MS;  itrMching  from  Big  Sodas  bay  to  the  Busquehannah  rlrer, 


communicatioa;  ftom  Oswego  to  the  Erie  canal  is 
from  the  same  place  to  (Syracuse,  or  Utica,  will  be  a 
ailfsad;  parallel  to  the  Erie  canal,  the  Great  Western  railway. 
■ikiDfaigat  Uie  Atlantic,  and  terminaiiae  at  the  lakes;  and 
Mifh  the  soathem  part  of  the  State,  still  another,  intorsect- 
llftM  two  tnosYerse  commanicationa.*' 

u  8lr,  we  might  here  stop  and  paose  in  admiration 
tf  the  wooderf ol  change  which  has  been  wrought 

fethat  frontier  since  the  war  of  1813,  and  in  that 
^  Stale  whose  shores  are  washed  by  the  billows 
If  the  Atlantic,  and  the  waves  of  Erie  and  Onta* 
Hli   The  question  might  be  asked,  and  it  wonld 
II  pertinent,  to  what  power,  to  whose  enterprise,  is 
M  United  States-^yes,.  sir,  the  United  States— -in- 
iwed  for  these  works  of  inteFcommnnicaiion, 
bfcleh  enable  them  to  transport  troops  and  muni- 
of  war  with  a  celerity  and  at  an  expense  nn- 
in  any  other  part  of  the  world?    But,  sir, 
II  continue  to  describe  things  as  they  exist, 
for  the  present  leave  gentlemen  to  make  the 
Ltion,  begging  them  to  bear  in  mind  that  my 
Ion  is,  that  this  Government  is  bound  to 
the  country,  and  that  these  harbors  are  ne- 
ry  for  the  defence  of  one  of  its  most  important 
iliers, 
^Is  the  extract  wlitcb  1  have  just  given  from  Mr. 
"i^  report,  mention  is  made  of  Big  Sodus  bay, 
It  is  said  to  be  large  enough  to  contain  a  fleet 
apy  size.     In  the  report  made  last  year  by  the 
superintendent,  Mr.  Swift,  I  find  this  descrip- 
ofBigSoduA  bay:  "This  bay  extends  to  the 
'  ty  miles  from  its  entrance  into  Laire  Onta- 
and  two  and  a  half  miles  in  width,  which  forms 
(t  of  water  of  twelve  square  miles,  affording 
tndiorage.to  any  number  of  vessels  of  the  in- 
ing  navigation  of  the  lake  in  water  of  from 
10  40  feet  in  depth."    He  adds,  '*That  it  is  now 
ling  with  Lakes  Caynga  and  Seneca  and  the 
Sasquehanuab  by  a  canal    and  railroad.'* 
^  .  s'iTf  this  harbor  or  Itaywaa  inaoessible  from 
'*Ukc  by  reason  of  a  sand  bar  at  its  entrance  or 
mnication  with  the  Jake.    At  a  moderate  ex- 
the  obstruction  may  be  removed,  and  vessels 
le  of  war  may  take  shelter  here,  where  they 
be  perfectly  safe,  as  the  entrance  to  the  bay 
he  ea4»ily  defended. 

',  i  have  not  been  thus  partinular  in  calling 
•mttention  of  the  House  to  a  particular  deserip- 
of  some  of  these  harbors  on  Lake  Ontario,  be- 
Chey  are  more  important  in  a  mtlitaiy  point 
|W  than  others,  for  such  is  not  the  fact.    They 
JiU  important,  and  are  all    intimately  con- 
with  the  interior  by  means  of  roads,  canals, 
and  railways,  and  most  of  them  have  a 
soamerce  with  Canada,  and  with  remote 
of  the  United  States.     The  trade  between 
and  the  Upper  Lakes  is  v«ry  great.  And  are 
lere  works  of  local  interest?    Constructed 
sole  benefit  of  the  towns  or  villages  near 
-This  is  a  narrow,  limited,  and  illiberal  view 
whole  matter,  unworthy  of  4he  spirt  of  the 
wbich  we  live.  I  have  already  remarked  that 
lifo  no  natural  harbors  on  the  soathem  shore 
Erie,  and  perhaps  there  is  ^^  ^^"^  ^^a* 
navigation  in  the  world  tli^n  vpon  thia  lake. 
case  of  a  war  between  ^^  country  and 
Britain,  we  are  to  luLfe  (L  ^nioiand  of  thia 


lake,  we  must  complete  the  harbors  on  oor  coast, 
and  keep  them  in  a  safe  condition.  Withotit  them, 
it  would  be  impossible  to  maintain  a  navy  upon 
the  lake.  Your  tJiips  might  be  destroyed  by  the 
elementa  m  a  much  less  time  than  was  consumed 
in  their  con&tructipn.  If  hostilities  shall  ever  break 
out  on  that  frontier,  the  battle  must  be  fought  on 
the  water.  The  enemy  most  never  be  allowed  to 
set  foot  npon  our  soil.  Our  cities  and  villages  are 
now  scattered  all  alotig  upon  the  border,  and  if  an 
enemy  were  allowed  to  land  upon  our  shore.4,  the 
destruction  to  property  Would  now  be  far  greater 
than  in  the  late  war.  The  report  of  the  committee 
speaks  of  **  steam  batteries'*  for  the  defence  of 
harbors,  and  suggests  the  propriety,  instead  of  au- 
thorizing any  further  expenditures  for  fortifications, 
that,  for  the  present,  we  confine  our  expenditures  to 
the  armament  of  the  fortifications  we  have  finished, 
and  await  (he  result  of  future'  experiments,  which 
will  become  necessary  to  ascertain  whether  floating 
steam  batteries  are  not  superior  to  stationary  fortifi- 
cations in  guarding  the  entrance  into,  and  in  de- 
fending harbors. 

I  am  inclined,  myself,  to  the  opinion,  that  onr 
system  of  harbor  defence  along  the  coast  will,  in  a 
short  time,  undergo  an  entire  revolution,  and,  in** 
stead  of  depending  upon  fortifications  on  the 
land,  our  fortifications  will  be  bnilt  upon  the  water, 
and  will  be  floated  by  the  power  of  steam  from 
place  10  place  in  our  large  bays  and  harbors.  But 
if  this  mode  of  defence  is  to  be  resorted  to,  will  it 
dispense  with  the  necessity  ofharboriH  Most  assur- 
edly not.  Perhaps  th<;  gentleman,  while  writing  this 
part  of  his  report,  had  no  thoughts  of  these  inland 
seas  which  divide  ns  from  a  foreign  country,  and 
over  which,  in  case  of  war,  we  mnst  have  the  com- 
mand, over  which  we  must  be  supreme,  cost  what 
it  may,  for  we  have  no  fortifications  along  their 
shores  to  defend  onr  nnmeroos  cities  and  villages. 
I  am  of  the  opinion,  sir,  that  our  supremacy  upon 
these  waters  is  to  be  secured  and  maintained  by 
armed  steamboats,  which,  instead  of  being  subject 
to  the  instability  of  the  winds,  will  be,  under  ordi- 
nary circumstances,  propelled  bv  steam,  and  move 
from  one  end  of  the  lake  to  the  other.  A  very  few 
of  them  will,  in  all  probability,  be  sufiScient  to  de- 
fend our  commerce  on  the  lakes  and  the  country 
bordering  on  them.  But  you  can  neither  have  steam 
batteries,  steam  ships,  or  boats,  or  vessels,  or  navy 
of  any  kind  upon  these  laxes  without  harbors. 
Why,  sir,  I  have  been,  and  still  am,  astonished  at 
the  persevering  oppodition  which  is  made  to  all  ap- 
propriations having  for  their  object  the  improve- 
ment of  the  country.  On  the  score  of  economy, 
there  never  were,  in  my  judgment,  any  two  mil- 
lions of  dollars  more  jadtciously  expended,  if  we 
look  simply  to  the  placing  of  the  country  {n  a  pro- 
per state  of  defence,  than  the  two  millions  expend- 
^ed  upon  these  harbors.  I  have  been  looking  into 
'the  expenditures  of  this  Government,  and  I  find 
that,  previous  to  1813,  the  expenditures  for  what 
is  called  '^military  services,  including  fortifications, 
arsenals,  anrories,  ordnance,  internal  improve- 
ments,'' <&c  varied  from  |639,807  to  (in  1809) 
#3,335,773.  In  1811  they  were  (3,033,828.  The 
average  to  1813  is  between  one  and  two  millions 
annually.  In  1813  these  expenditures  rose  to 
111,817,798;  in  1813  to  #19,653,013;  in  1814  to 
#30,350,806;  in  1815  they  were  #14,794,394;  in 
1816  they  were  #16,013,096;  thus  showing  the>x- 
penditures  under  this  bead  in  five  years  to  amount 
to  #83,637,007.  This,  sir,  was  a  pari  of  the  cost  of 
the  second  war  of  independence;  and  I  have  call- 
ed the  attention  of  the  House  to  these  items  for  the 
purpose  of  remarking  (hat  wars  are  very  expensive 
at  all  times,  and  that  their  expense  is  very  greatly 
enhanced  in  the  abienee  of  all  facilities  for  carrying 
them  on.  A  large  portion  ef  this  amount  was  ex- 
pended in  the  defence  of  the  Northern  frontier. 

I  maintain  that,  at  the  present  time,  in  the  pre- 
sent improved  condition  of  the  countiy,  with  onr 
extensive  works  of  internal  improvement  connect- 
ing all  sections  of  the  interior  with  the  frontier, 
with  our  numerous  harbore  on  the  lakes,,  and  with 
the  great  resources  of  the  country  in  the  immediate 
neighborhood  of  the  seat  of  war,  all  the  military 
operations  which  were  then  performed  conld  now 
be  performed  at  an  expense  to  the  United  States 
not  exceeding  fifty  per  cent,  of  the  amount  which 


was  then  actually  and  necessarily  expended.  How 
immensely  important,  then,  in  a  military  point  of 
view,  do  all  these  improvements  beoome.  Our  do- 
cuments show  ns  that  the  war  In  Florida  with  a 
few  Indians,  which  hav  been  going  on  for  two  or 
three  years,  and  which  is  not  yet  terminated,  has 
cost  us  about  twenty  millions  of  dollars.  And  why 
has  it  been  so  expensive?  One  reason  is,  that  yon 
had  to  Creole  and  bring  into  existence  there  nearly  • 
every  thing  which  was  necessary  for  the  pioeectt- 
tion  of  the  war.  Large  sumn  have  been  expended 
in  making  roads  and  constructing  bridges  for  the 
army — your  wagons  were  to  be  imported — from* 
five  to  ten  thousand  dollars  a  month  have  been  paid 
for  the  use  of  steamboats — nothing  could  be  done, 
withont  great  expense,  owing  to  the  condition  of 
the  country,  and  ihe  want  on  the  spot  of  all  the  fa-- 
cilities  for  conducting  the  war.  I  do  not  mean  to- 
say  that  there  has  not  been  great  exuavagaace 
there,  a  wasteful  and  prodigal  expenditure  of  the 
public  money.  I  believe  that  there  has  been;  but 
in  the  unimproved  condition  in  which  that  portion 
of  the  country  was  at  the  time  the  war  broke  onu-*! 
mean,  sir,  destitute  of  ail  the  retownee^^the  oidt  upon 
which  an  army-  relies — the  expenditures  at  beat 
must  have  been  great.  Would  it  not  have  been 
good  policy,  if  this  war  could  have  been  foieacea, 
to  have  expended  a  tnillion  or  two  of  dollars  in 
creating  in  that'countiy  the  necessary  facilities  for 
the  aimy? 

Sir,  there  have  been  expended  since  the  organi- 
zation of  the  Government  under  the  present  Con- 
stitution, up  to  1837  inclusive,  for  what  is  called 
the  "military  service,**  including  fortifications,  etc. 
#334,549,966  The  '*naval  establiifament**  has 
cost  us  for  the  same  period,  #134,881,139.  One  of 
the  fermer  sum  about  two  miHions  have  been  ex- 
pended in  the  constmction  of  harbors  upon  the 
Northern  and  Northwestern  lakes,  upon  a  coast  of 
about  two  thousand  miles  in  extent,  for  one  of  the 
most  important  and  exposed  frontiers;  and  «vhich 
expenditure,  I  venture  to  say,  has  been  more  'pro- 
ductive in  developing  the  resources  of  the  country, 
in  strengthening  and  increasing  its  power,  in  bind- 
ing together  in  the  strong  bonds  of  interest  distant 
and  remote  sections  of  this  great  country,  than 
double  the  like  expenditure  any  where  else;  and 
yet,  notwithstanding  all  these  beneficial  eflforto, 
these  great  nsfionot  results,  from  so  small  an  oiOiey, 
the  cry  of  denunciation  from  a  certain  quarter  is 
constantly  heard  upon  this  floor,  and  now  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means  come  in,  and,  with  all 
the  power  which  their  position  gives  them,  unite 
with  the  enemies  of  these  works. 

But  it  is  time,  sir,  that  1  proceed  to  consider  the 
importance  of  these  works,  in  their  relation  to  com 
merce;  and  here  I  greatly  deceive  myself,  if  I  shall 
not  be  able  to  vindicate  the  neMenal  character  of, 
and  general  interest  in,  them.  I  lay  down  the  pro- 
position in  the  beginning,  that  it  is  the  duty  of  this 
General  Qovemment  to  aflbrd  protection  to  the 
commerce  of  the  country.  It  is  a  national  obliga- 
tion, and  arises  out  of  the  very  nature  and  objects 
of  the  Union.  This  Government  pos<«8ses  the  ex- 
clusive power  to  regulate  commerce  with  foreign 
nations,  and  among  the  several  States.  It  poa- 
'sesses  the  exdnsive  power  of  levying  imposts,  and 
collecting  duties.  6ne  great  object  in  the  forma- 
tion of  the  present  Coni||ntion  was,  the  protection 
of  our  commerce;  and  that  there  should  be  a  system 
of  commerce  for  the  whole  counnry — a  uidformit^ 
in  commercial  laws  and  regulations.  The  proposi- 
ticn  which  I  lay  down  will  not  be  disputed,  aa  long 
as  we  expend  annually  so  many  millions  in  sup- 
porting our  navy  upon  the  high  seas  for  the  protect 
tion  of  our  commerce  in  all  parts  of  the  workl,  and 
in  constructing  harbors  along  the  see  eoaai  for  the 
safety  of  the  merdiantman. 

Well,  sir,  I  contend  that  (he  commerce  on  the 
lakes  is  equally  entitled  to  protection  with  that  np- 
on the  high  seas.  The  iiKcmeZ  commerce  of  any 
country  is  as  important  to  it  as  its  txUmd;  in- 
deed, it  will  have  little  foreign  commerce  if  its  m- 
ternal  commerce  be  limited  and  obetmcted.  Faci- 
lities must  be  afiforded  for  the  transportation  of  the 
productions  of  the  interior,  and  for  the  introdoolioB 
of  foreign  articles  for  consumption  in  exdiange. 

If  gentlemen  will  turn  their  attentioii  to  ihte 
actual  state  of  things  in  this  coimtiy,  I  appreben^ 
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tbat^ilif y  tHil  EbcI  thai  thn  «ikni«(,  the  domeaic 
Xn4moi fhmeuiBMttjt  (%r  tifxf^  ila  fcireiga  trade. 
I  aAewv that}  Che  e^nunetce*  in  the  froduct^ont  of. 
thtf-ODBDtrf ,am«Dg  tbff  seveiial  Siatea  of  this  Union, 
sad  4be  people  of  thi»e  States,  far  tranacenda  all 
thafQRigAQoaiineraBiof.tbiis  coantcy.  Much  of 
tl|ih«OBimerce  is  carried .  on  t)ct«e«D  States  keparat- 
edniaajr  hmidied  or  a.  Uioosand .  miles  from  each 
olhar,.and  the  channels  of  eommanication  are  the 
ffcat' lakes  ttpott  yoar  Northern  border,  your 
mighty  livers  which  peneir ata  the  iolerior  fur  thou- 
ttiPdaof  a^itt  from  ilieiXHsean. .  Now,  sir,  it  is  idle 
ta!sa)F4hatyou  wiUspend  millions  aanoaUy  (or the 
prolfolioR'  of  foreign  tiadei  and  that  you  are  under 
iw  s6l%sN<m.to  eipend  a  dolliir  to/aoiJitate  and 
proieol  themteraal  trade  of  the  coantry.  Allow 
me^  sis,  fur  a  few  moment?,  to  call  the  attentioo  of 
the  HmHe  to  some  of  the  data,  showing  something 
oMheexleia  of  this  internal  commerce,  and  every 
American  cttiaea  may  well  be  proud  of  his  coud- 
try^  as  itsresouiccsi  its  power,  aQd  its  wealth  are 
devaki|^and  apread  out  before  him. 

In  a  docomeiil  recently  laid  upon  our  tables, 
comiar  from  the  Secfeiary  of  the  Treasury,  it  is 
stated  that  ''the  toaoage  of  all  the  steamboats  in  the 
Unittd  Slates  is  computed  to  exceed  155,97X  Of 
this,  ift7,473  is  m  boau  ascertained  or  reported. 
%  the  4>fficial  returns,  the  whole  tonnage  would 
iie#  probably  t<^nA  near  160,000  tons,,  having 
been,  in  A.  D.  1837,  equal  to  153,660."  The  re* 
p«rl  »ddSk  that  'in  Sngl^ad  the  tonnage  is  esti- 
maied  lo  hate  been  67,9  6d«  in  1836,"  This  great 
teoaatof  tonnage- is  all  employed  in  the  home 
traiAe,  the  totemal  commerce  of  the  country.  Oar 
steamboat  toanage  is  co|tsiderab)y  more  than  doa* 
bk  that  of  IQhpeat  Britain.  I  lead  fucther  from  this 
ioteresling  doctHnem :  '*The  whole  number  of 
steamhaats  ascertained  and  estimated  to  be  now  in 
(bis  oouatry  is  800.  In  England,  in  18361,  the 
whofe  aamber  is  compnted  to  have  been  600.  pa 
the  Western  and  Soothwestern  watecs  alone,  near 
400^Faiiow  supposed  to  be  , running;,  where  none, 
were  ased  till  1811,  and  where,  in  18^,  the  nnm< 
ber  was  computed  to  be  only  934."  Prom  this 
exlraet»  and.  the  one  I  have  just  read,  showing  the 
am<^unt  of  tonnage^  it  appears  that  the  steamboats 
in  ibeCaited  States  are  mnch  larger  than  in  Eog* 
land.'  Iris  sialed^  in  this  report,  that  ihe  average 
taan^e  of  the  steamboats  in  the  United  States  is 
aSont  dOO.  Observe  too,  sir,  the  rapid  increase  of 
steamboats  on  your  Western  waters,  ''wbeie  none 
ware  used  till  1811,  and  wher^,  in  1834,  thenum* 
hsrwas  oomputed  to  be  only  334;"  and,  but  f^r 
the  expenditures  of  the  Qeaeral  Government,  in  re- 
ottiviBgrthe  snags  and  sawyers  from  tbe^nobleri- 
Tcia  upon  whish  these  boias  float,  how  'many  do 
yott  suppose  there  would. now  be  I  But  it  is  time, 
sir,  ttat  I,  caUed  your,  attention  to  the  water  eraft 
ap0n  ihe  lakes,  as  showiog  the  amount  of  business 
dotte-npoa  them.  And  here,  sir,  I  think  1  shaU 
haveaQidiAeuKy  in  showing  the  chairman  of  the 
Oqtttvuttre  of  Ways  and  iji^ns  that  they  have 
kepl'pitia  widi  the  "rapidly  increasing  expendi- 
torea"  ^^  mach  condemned  in  his  report. 

Mp«  Brew^h  an  intelligent  and  enterprising 
Ujii^d;Staiea:eagineer,  having  charge  last  year  of 
iB?aral!<>f  4h6  works '  en  .Lak<$  Erie,-  slates,  in  biai* 
ia|iwt!of  last  yearr  that 

T^Xt^arftve  now  tfvr  steainbMtt  on  Lake  Erte,  whose  ton- 
oacf  amount*  10  10,5o9ton«;^B  eleven  more  iaanched  and 
on  the'elo^ke,  which' V^IU  )>to  v^By  uMt  eeatfrn,  wheee  toniMSe 
wtfL- jMterfMnt  5/)00  torn}  «sd  there  aro  two  hundred  and  thirty 
^4)«rl>m%  Mhoonex««  ancl,»loojpe,  amouniing  to  14,931  ton*. 
1^  Aeamboate  make  their  trips  once  s  week,  and  th'eseit  ve» 
M4ine»  in  twto  weoktf,*  sd  that  the  oouting-'asdb  of  ihe  npptr 
IilH>  Mx(w«4dn  witlamouqt  (o.78^40O8  pec  month.  To 
ihf^^paeiffinle  In  this  section  of  the  country,  ft  is  well  known 
thai  ir^rt0A0ie^/fA/«  fmmeMee  eotnm^ree  otMt  iu  aafe  eariit- 
e^kia  i$  m  VnilitL  SWrn-  hmbor  tmprowmentt. " 
w:Allci!VKiBt»aU".iBaAibs  as  the  period  of  navigatijon, 
it  shows  yon  an  amount  of  tonpage  per  aanum  of 
avar455»0e0  tan&. 

Ifn  Williams,  an  able  engineer  of  the  Topo- 
gnqphieal  cwrps»  who  is  the  present  general  super- 
iateildaiittel  the  United  States  itorks  on  the  lower 
farkofiLaka  Erie,  ia  hi$>repart  of  lust  fall,  states 
ifaa  iggxigate  tonaage  for  liases  Horon«  Michigan, 
aM^  £^i  the  bulk  of  which  he  says-  belongs  to  the 
tonevi'  at.3i«0OQ  tons*  and  that  ihera  aie  in  all 
aboat  thMQt  handred:  vessels.  Tha  amoootr  ot  ton- 
a*gt^>  batoning  te  ;  ^a^lo  aad  iU  immediate 
viaMlxia  tPv^AJ^  tons,  and  ha  adds:  ''Tk»y^Ml» 


amount  of  tonnage  beloogii^;  to  the  port  of  BuffAio 
aad  vicinity  ia  1830  was  .1,950  tons,  beiu^  aa  in- 
oiease  of  8,411  tons,  or  430  per  cenu  at  Buffalo 
alone,  ia  seven  years."  Here  is  an  increase  of 
tonnage  and  business,  I  ventnre  to  say,  net  paral* 
leled  in  any  other  part  of  the  world;  owing  iheir 
existence,  in  the  emphatic  language  of  Mr.  Brown, 
to  the  United  States  harbor  imf>rovements.  In  1833 
the  amount  of  canal  tolls  received  in  Boflfalo,  prin- 
cipally on  freight  going  forward  on  the  Erie  canal  to 
Albany,  from  the  country  bordering  on  ihe  lakes 
above  amounted,  in  round  numbers,  to  $69,000) 
in  1836,10  j^l58,b00.  It  is  well  known  ttiat  this 
is  no  fair  mdex  of  the  increase  of  business  upon 
the  upper  lakes.  During  all  this  period,  the  emigra- 
tion into  this  vast  coiwtry  bordering  upon  the  upper 
takes,  panicularlv  into  Michigan,  the  northern  part 
of  Illinois,  and  Wisconsin,  has  been  so  great  that 
heavy  c!raugbts  have  been  made  upon  the  country 
bordering  upon  the  southern  shore  ef  Lake  Erie, 
principally  Ohio,  for  bread  stuffs  to  feed  the  new 
settlers,  till  they  should  be  able  to  produce  asnp* 
ply  for  themselves.  This  state  of  things  will  not 
long  exist;  indeed,  it  is  now  nearly,  it  not  quite,  at 
an  end;  and  hereafter  all  these  sections  of  couuiry 
will  produce  a  surphix  which  must  seek  a  market 
east  of  the  lakes.  The  ba^iiness,  therefore,  in  my 
judgment,  will  go  on  increasing  for  some  y^ars  to 
come,  in  a  much  greater  ratio  than  heretofore. 

It  will  be  seen  by  the  extrscts  I  have  read  froa^ 
these  documents,  that  about  one-teath  of  all  the 
steamboat  ietmi^<  in  the  United  States  is  upon 
Lake  Erie  alone.  What  reflections  does  this  (act 
alone  prodoce?.  In  numbjsr,  they  are  one-aixteenth 
part  of  the  whole.  This  shows  that  they  are,  on 
an  avetage,  larger  than  the  other  boats  in  the  United 
States. 

The  first  steamboat  which  floated  upon  Lake 
Erie  was  launched  in  1818.  It  was  named  the 
Walk-in- the-watcK.  And  we  have  now  the  largest 
steamboats  in  the  Uoited  States,  with  the  exception 
of  one-^the  Natchez. 

[Hf re  Afr.  Qioounos  of  Ohio,  remarked  th^t  the 
Great  Westero,  recently  lannchei  on  Lftke  Erie» 
was  larger  than  the  Natchez  ] 

Well,  sir,  we  have,  then«  the  largest  sfcamboais 
ia  the  United  States  upon  this  lake,  and  I  thank 
my  friend  from  Ohio  for  correcting  me,  and  claim* 
ing  the  honor  as  belonging  to  the  enterprising  pro- 
prietors of  steamboats  on  the  lake.  Tlie  toonaee 
of  several  of  these  boats  is  between  700  and  800 
tons*  But,  sir,  the  comparison  is  not  fairly  and 
fully  made  if  we  confine  ourselves,  to  steamboats 
aione^  Nearly  all  the  commerce  upon  your  great 
Western,  rivers  is  carried  on  by  means  of  sfam* 
boati^  and  no  ships  or  schooners  are  employed  but 
upon  thf  lakes.  We  can  avail  ourselves  of  the 
power  of  the  winds  as  well  as  steam;  and  hence  i^ 
is  that  there  are  empk)yed  on  the  uppift  lakes  near 
two  hundred  and  fiAy  ships,  brigs,  schooners,  and 
sloops,  which,  in  the  aggregate^jexceed  18,000  t.ns. 

Nov,  sir,  ail  these,  steamboats  in  the  United 
States,  together  with  the  other  vessels  on  the  lakes, 
aie«mployede3^a$|T«lyiathe  inland,  the  internal 
trade  of  theeoontry,  in  the  commerce  betweet|k  and 
among  the  several  States,  in  transporting  the  pro- 
ductions of  one  Stata  to  another,  Nona  of  them 
are  employed,  in  tha^  foreign,  tr^^de,  thotig^  they /<^d 
and  soetatn  with  the  rich  productions  of  theinte* 
rior  your  foreign  trade,  and  receive  in  excji^agi 
the  vaiioas  products  of  foreign  climes,  and  distri* 
bute  them  among  your  citizens,  in  all  parts  of  thii 
wide-spread  Confederaay,  from  the  Atlantic  tQ  the 
Rocky  Mountains.  1  now  ask,  sir,  in  all  candor, 
whether  the  construction  of  works  absolutely  ner 
cessary  im  the  safety  of  this  immense  business 
and  without  the  construction  of  which  this  com- 
merce could  not  exist,  is  a  matter  beneath  the  no- 
tice or  care  of  this  Government)  Are  works  which 
are  prominent  agents  in  producing  such  results 
mere  local  '*connty,  city,  to  wit,  and  village  im- 
provements!" 

Near  four  hnndied  of  these  splendid  boating 
•foTf^eu^  which  are  propelled  by  steam  are  to  be 
foond  in  ^e  valley  of  t^e  Mississippi,  upon  thai 
mighty  river  and  its.  tribiitaries,  maay  ^f  whic^ 
claim  Cptr  themselves  the  proud  Qareer^Qif  mor^tban 
attK^usaad  miles  before  th^y  are  losiip  an^^w^V 
Ipwad  hy  thafatlwr  of  /^ateip»}  which^  withoii^'ap^ 


paseat  augorantatiaa,  puimaa  Ha  iiuji 
tfaeneeair.  The^overof  «K«tt'baa- 
combatted  and  overcome  the  pbwerfU  'oinflglf'l 
the^e  great  ri.vers,  and  yonr  noble  steaaij 
plough  their  way  in  safety  from  the  Gutf;< 
CO  up  these  rivers  nearly  to  their  sources; 
rivers  and  in  these  boats  the  commerce  bf  a  V^vdj 
of  country  unsurpassed  in  fertility  and  natiiitf;jc^' 
sources,  sufficiently  extensive  lo  afford  a  cMoJgf^ 
ble  home  for  all  the  inhabitants  of  Eafope.  ^caa^ 
ried  on;  and  the  commerce  af  this  vast  r(^iea,iic^ 
cumulating  and  increasing  from  year  to  year  aol 
from  age  to  age,  is  always  to  contiaQe  to  fl6#,  ji 
these  nittttral  pbannels,  Supplying  the  miltitieiCQf. 
our  people  who  are  to  inhahii  the  aoantirp  wiikiha 
coiaforts  and  lutarie^pf  lifr,  stimviatii^  tiKaiO  W 
dai>try  by  the  advantages  that  tlspy  pasaeu  iniiiM^ 
their  abaadadt  surplos  prodaetioas  to  marini|«£ 
bringing  their  li|bof  aad  ttdr  enter|Miae  tMo  etaH*. 
petiilon  with  the  labor  aitd  the  entrrpH^.  0r^l|j^ 
whole  world.  Sir,  a  home  in  iheeeotreql'diis  oi* 
continent  woald  be  little  desired  and  w^kki  p<ip*^. 
few  attraciioas  if  theie  were  no  aatosat  inHim^jipl 
outlet* to  it.  Few  would  be  found  to  hmIbs  li.  at 
abidi^  place.  Our  admiration  and  our  |flii»iqi&p| 
.^honld  ever  be  deeply  awakened  when  v«4  ' 
plate  the  great  extent  and  wanderfol  rami 
our  cotiiftry.  Atui  whene  nature  has  not;^ 
plished  all  that  n^a  desire,  bat  has  left  e 
man  to  de  in  removing'  obstructioM^  or ' 
saf<^furdi^  litfiead  of  grudging  the  i  ' 
ry,  it  is  the  pari  of  wisdom  and  palriotisaa  \ 
them  liberally*  Appropriations  bava  be«| '. 
by  the  General  Government  to'  'leniijKP ' 
siructions  in  these  rivers^  aad  wlthcmt  the  ' 
of  those  obsiructlous  no'  business  cptjild  |iMl 
safely  done  upon  them.  Will  it  be'  caMe^dcyll 
these  approprtations  are  local?  for  mere  loell' < 
jectsi  that  they  are  not  of  general  intereaCI 

Sir,  these  rivers  are  the  highways  for'  ^  coi 
meroe  of  States,  of  numerous  StatcSi  of  lialf  j 
States  in  the  Union;  and  there  is  no.StaSe'.lli' 
Union  that  is  not  deeply  interested  iii  theoi. 
Massachiisetts  whence  comes  the  pork  for  dte  i 
pfy  of  her  people  engaged  in  manq^<^tipi«. 
she  will  answer,  mu(£  of  it  from  CiBciDaaDijI 
way  of  the  Ohio,  the  Mississippi,  and  tlit  c 
and  the  cotton  to  feed  her  millio&.^iodkltji 
from  Arkansas*  Mississippi,  and  Li — ^ — ^* 
Massachusetts  pays  the  debt  thus 
turning  from  her  manufactories  the 
sary  for  the  comfort  of  th^ir  people^    Tljf^^.^ 
of  these  appropriations  are  not  local,  thef  47 
ral. .  Suppose,,  sit,  some  snag,  or  sawyer/^ 
obstruction^  is .  required  to  be  rem^vvd  i 
part  of  the  Mississippi  rivet  whicfi  ar«tea 
of  the  Stale  of  Mississippi;  whieli    ^^,_ 
form  the  service?    /Shall  MT^s^ip]^  '^  i 
may  say  no;  Kentucky,  Mi^^ri, 
Pennsylyania,  isT  as  9>uch^  and  per 
terested  in  it   than  Mississippi      8^.' 
tdcky,'yoa  must  do  it;  and '  th^'  ansmr.^ 
110;  Kentucky  will  not  expend  her  1 
ing  ail  improvemeiK  in  tniibb  a.dozeiii'.i 
have  as.  direct  and  ^eep  an'  interesi 
sna^  or  sawyer  will  female,  epdang  _  „^ 
i^a vjgaition  pt jhe  .river,  aad  ^utiin|^.  .4t  ] 
lives  of  thousands  of  our' citizens:    ^ 
inde^,  probable^  that  Mississ^J^l,  or  1 
dompany  u^hder  her  atitbpYitjr,  ^"^^y-;, 
undertake  the  business  of  Ictkj^hg  liic\ 
and  free  frpm  obstttietlons  ilopg  ber  ]...- 
will  permit  them  to  levy  a  dftiy,  ii^(^  l^ 
meifce  and  all  the  pssseage^  ih^rnA'^ 
but  this,  sir,  would  not  ifor  a  momenl*^ 
The  navigation  of  the  river  is  fnt^kiit 
fprever  remain^ 

No,  sir:  these  are  great  national 
tlonal  interest,  of  general  ponoerii^^„ 
portions  of  th^  ]pebp1e  of  the  United  1. 
ly,  and  an  of  thetn  ili>  gretUfifclr^^^ 
must  be  under  the  diiiai^tioa  and*  tsba 
head— of  a  i^ngl^  po^i^r*  ^  ooqiId^J 
pe,we^  Vhich  reguWes  tirade  ^Iwif 
And  iimoik jhe  sey^jfai  Siai^       *" 

^tm^p^Mu^^'i)'  ^^ 
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letd  them.  They  are  foil  upon  the  qaestions;  I  am 
jioir  GonstderiDg,  and  their  importance  is  urged  in 
a  maiwer  more  foicible  than  1  can  employ. 
Tht  propositioa  which  I  batrs  laid  doKn  is,  that 
is  the  ihig  of  the  General  Government  to  protect 
Jie  commerce  upon  these  lakes,  and  1  have  already 
remarked  that  there  can  be  little  or  no  commerce 
on  these  waters,  without  the  creation  of  artificial 
harbors,  as  places  of  resort  and  refuge,  and  that  m 
the  natoral  condition  of  Lake  Erie  there  are  no  har- 
bors. All  oar  harbors  upon  that  coast  are  articial, 
often,  and  I  may  say  generally,  made  at  a  smallez- 
penae  compared  with  their  importance.  1  read, 
now,  sir,  the  general  remarks  of  Mr.  Smith,  the 
General  Superintendent  of  most  of  the  public  works 
en  Lake  Erie,  contained  in  his  report  of  last  year, 
and  which  precede  the  particular  description  of 
each  work  under  his  cbaige: 

"UdCU  the  commaDcementoTthefystem  of  ImproFeroeDt  of 
Iki  lake  bartwrs  by  the  Government  or  the  United  States,  the 
'      *  *    'lore  of  Lake 


e  extent  of  country  occupying  the  eouth  shore 
Bite,  or  dDpendenton  it  for  commercial  facilitiee,  was  a  wil< 
leM.  The  narijsation  of  the  lake  was  attended  with  the  ut 
I  delay,  diflBcuIty,  and  danger.  The  mouths  of  the  several 
inif  emptying  themselves  into  the  lake  were  uniformly  ob- 
nnctadby  send  and  vegetable  matter,  creating  stagnant  bodies 
of  water  which  overflowed  the  lowlands  for  niiles,  generating 
as  aimcMphere  which  rendered  the  country  nearly  uninhabita- 
Ma  from  disease;  at  the  same  Ume  that  the  streams  tliemselvea 
wareentifoly  inaccaanble  as  a  refuge  for  vessels,  and  in  all  re* 
ipaatsan  evil  rather  than  a  benefit  to  the  surroinding  country. 
It  h  almost  unnecesniy  to  say  that  the  judicious  improvements 
made  uodsr  the  acts  oiOongreas  have  entirely  changed  all  this; 
md  many  millions  of  acres  of  land  of  the  most  feriile  deacrip- 
lioii,  embracing  the  western  portion  of  the  Stale  of  New  York, 
the  northern  part  ol  Pennsylvania,  Ohio,  Indiana,  and  Illi- 
aaiL  andthe  whole  of  Michigan,  owe  their  present  settlement 
andnnprOTement,  in  a  very  great  degree,  to  this  cause.  These 
fanpiDTemenU  have  also  been  the  direct  cause  of  the  uiiex 
ampleil  sales  of  the  public  lands  in  the  Nonhweetem  States 
aoa  Tarritoriei^  lying  along  or  dependent  on  the  great  lakes  for 
Iheir  principal  means  of  access  and  commerce.  The  mouihs 
of  the  nnron,  Bl  ick  rirer,  Cuyahoga,  Grand  river,  Ashtabula, 
and  Coaneaut,  (across  each  of  which  the  beach  of  the  lake  was 
conCioiiaiiB,  and  the  only  drain  for  which  was  by  fihnoion 
Ihroqfh  the  sand,)  wereupened,  and  kept  open  by  piers  and 
fliber  iiDproTements;  beacon  light-houses  have  been  erected, 
•ndthaae  streams,  as  well  as  other  works  at  the  east  end  of  the 
lake,  now  aflbrd  eeenre  liarbora,  accessible  at  all  times  to  ves* 
aala  navigating  the  lake.  The  improYement  at  the  mouth  of 
Ibe  Raisin,  the  only  one  on  Lake  Erie  within  the  State  of  Mi* 
chigMu  is  of  similar  character,  though  Aom  its  greater  difflcul* 
Ilea  it  naabeen  rather  more  ezpeneive." 

This  extract  fnmii»hes  much  matter  for  reflec- 

lioD.     It  clearly  sustains  my  position  that  the  com- 

mtrce  on  the  lake  is  dependent  npon  the  harbors, 

and  that,  without  them,  it  could  not  be  snccessfuUj 

nroMCUted.    Observe  that  many  of  those  rivers,  in 

as  mouths  of  which  our  vessels  now  find  safety 

the  storms,  and  upen  which  are  now  located 

ijr  of  the  finest  and  most  flourishing  cities  and 

jes  of  Ohio,  formerly  found  theii  way  into  the 

lake  by jUtralien  through  the  sand,  thrown  ap  bv 

tte  action  of  the  water.    In  times  ot  freshet  or  high 

wiktmr^  they  would  open  a  passage  for  themselves 

jli^o   the  lake,  and  the  improvement  now  consists 

.  aiviply  in  extending  parallel  piers  or  jetties  into  the 

laJre  to  a  sufficient  depth  of  water,  and  beyond  the 

aecion  of  the  beach  or  sand,  and  thus  confining  the 

J  aofrent  of  the  liver,  and  enabling  it,  at  all  times,  to 

-e  a  clear  and  open  channel. 

Bftr.  Smith  slated  further  that 

works,  originally  but  experiments,  though  now  found 

'^'^  to  answer  the  porpoee  for  which  they  were  de- 

weie  built  of  perishable  materials;  it  is  generol/y  to 

them  permanent,  that  the  aopropriatione  are  recom* 

, I  on  the  eetimates  for  the  commg  year.     The  nature  of 

0hB  pwnuuMnt  improvement  is  to  remove  the  woodwork  of  the 
a|»n^  already  much  decayed,  to  the  depth  of  two  feet  below 
fern  water  mark,  and  erea  on  the  old  foundation  a  superttruc- 
of  stone.  Unless  this  course  is  adopted  without  aelay,  the 
of  time  and  the  elements  will  speedily  render  useless  all 
IS  iMen  found  ofsuch  vast  benefit  to  the  commerce  of  the 
This  has  been  done  at  BufTalo  heretofore,  and  has, 
IMiiee  flfiy  last  report,  been,  under  the  appropriation  of  last  year, 
JUriT  commenced  at  Cleveland.  By  using  the  old  work  as  a 
S^jBOatioo,  permanent  worke  may  be  erected,  atcomparatively 
mpaII  cost,  suflScient  to  defy  the  action  of  the  elements  for  ages: 
%mt  1  beg  leave  to  un^e  again,  that  the  commencement  *houia 
jM<  ^^  delayed  for  a  momen." 

Other  engineers  take  the  same  view  pf  this  mat^ 
press  upon  us  the  importance  of  rendering 
orks  permanent,  and  completing  them  in 
m  -atyle  wbici)  will  ensute  ibeir  durability,  and  re- 
|i«ve  them  of  the  constant  expenses  which  are  now 

narily  incurred  in  making  repairs  to  prevent 

entire  demolition.    Mr.  Brown  says,  speaking 
0i  Dunkirk  harbor, 

aanuat  the  Umber  work  above  iva(«r  decays  rapitlly*  ^^  diis 
■ha**  liaa  already  been  prcfductive  ^  greac  expense  and  m- 
yi*.  In  Uie  last  three  y  ear*  the  mjfo  '  r l&OOO  hae  been  laid  out 
WMMirs,  which  would  have  been  UuneS^rj  if  the  matetial 
B^  Sore  vater  bad  been  itoni  k£VZjntf  <»«  >^^  ^^  ^'* 
^^  UWD  ihia  taoi  ibapioprfety  gj^^^©5«>w«»  ^*«*«»*  *•• 
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lay,  to  place  on  a  iiarn)iint>.ii  ftoting  tiieae  Govcrnmenl  works, 
whicn  e»pcnciice  has  ^huwa  tu  be  |»roductivB  ofsuch  immense 
benefits." 

These  works  were  originally  but  experiments. 
And  it  was  a  matter  of  great  doubt  whether  they 
would  succeed.  Their  success  is  now  fully  tested; 
they  are  built  of  cribs  formed  of  timbers  which  are 
sunk  in  the  lake  and  filled  with  stone;  they  adhere 
firmly  to  the  bottom,  and  there  is  no  danger  of  their 
being  displaced  or  removed  by  the  action  of  the 
water  unless  it  makes  a  breach  over  them.  The 
timber  part  above  water  is  rapidly  decaying,  and 
in  some  instances  is  now  in  a  dilapidated  condition. 
It  will  readily  be  perceived  that  if  they  are  suffered 
to^remain  in  their  present  exposed  condition,  there 
is  imminent  danger  of  the  upper  part  being  washed 
away;  and  whenever  this  is  the  case,  it  will  be  the 
work  of  bnt  a  few  hours,  in  a  violent  storm,  to 
plough  up  and  sweep  away  the  whole  structure, 
thus  destroying  your  harbor,  and  wasting,  by  your 
ill-advised  and  unwise  parsimony,  all  which  you 
had  previously  expended*  The  plan  now  is  to  re- 
move all  the  wood  work  which  is  exposed  to  the 
action  of  the  wind  and  water,  or,  in  other  words,  to 
decay,  and  erect  upon  the  present  foundation, 
which  is  the  best  in  the  world,  a  permanent  super- 
structure of  stone  and  masonry.  It  is  believed  that 
these  works  will  then  be  safe  and  permanent,  and 
that  but  very  little,  if  any  thing,  will  thereafter  be 
required  to  keep  them  in  repair.  If  you  enter  up- 
on this  work  at  once,  without  delay,  the  expen&e 
will  not  be  great;  the  foundation,  the  most  expen- 
sive part,  is  there — is  completed.  But  if  you  de- 
lay you  may  lose  this  foundation  entirely.  Is  it 
\he  part  of  wisdom,  then,  to  procrastinate,  to  stop 
here  ?  I  think  not,  sir.  I  think  with  the  engi- 
neers, that  it  is  all-important  tliat  not  a  moment 
be  lost. 

Sir,  trne  economy  demands  that  the  works  be 
prosecuted  without  intermission.  Your  engineers 
and  superintendents  are  now  on  the  spot,  with  all 
the  information  they  have  acquired  from  past  expe- 
rience. You  have  now  ih^  tools  and  implements 
necessary;  you  have  dredging  machines;  you  have 
men,  laborers  who  have  acquired  experience  in 
this  business.  Is  it  wise  to  discharge  theral  Bnt 
it  is  said  that  one  half  of  the  amount  appropriated 
last  year  is  to  be  expended  this.  There  are  nine 
harbors  oat  of  the  twenty -five  on  the  lakes,  for 
which  approf  nations  were  made,  where  the  appro- 
priation was,  in  each  case,  below  f  13,000.  And, 
in  these  cases,  nothing  was  re>eryed  for  the  present 
year,  and  some  of  them  are  now  much  exposed, 
and  require  immediate  appropriat'.ons. 

[Mr.  Lkoars  of  Soath  Carolina,  was  nnderstood 
to  admit  the  importance  of  these  works,  but  asked 
why  the  States  did  not  make  them?] 

Mr.  M.  said,  1  will  endeavor  to  answer  the  ques- 
tion of  the  honorable  gentleman.  Sir,  1  have  main- 
tained all  along  that  this  Qovernmeut  should  con- 
struct those  woiks  which  are  national  in  their  cha- 
racter; which  are  of  general  interest;  in  which  tlie 
commerce  of  States  participated.  I  do  not  advocate 
the  eonstmction  of  works  by  this  Government  in  a 
State,  such  as  roads,  canals,  and  railways,  which 
are  peculiarly  State  works,  and  upon  which  the 
State  may  charge  tolls.  I  would  not  to  day  vote 
an  appropriation  of  a  million  of  dollars  to  aid  my 
own  State  in  the  enlargement  of  its  Erie  canal,  or 
for  the  construction  of  a  turnpike  or  railway. 
These  are  works  which  can  be  much  better  per- 
formed by  Slate  authority.  They  may  be  used  for 
national  purposes,  and  may  partake,  in  many  in> 
stances,  of  a  national  character,  but  the  State  can 
and  should  make  them,  and  control  their  use,  and 
charge  a  reasonable  toll  upon  them  for  its  own  in- 
demnification. But  how  is  it  in  relation  to  these 
harbors  along  your  Northern  coast^  Tfhey  are  for 
the  protection  of  commerce  generally — the  com- 
merce of  many  States. 

Why,  sir,  to  illustrate,  take  the  harbor  of  Dun- 
kirk, in  my  district,  situated  forty-five  miles  from 
Buffalo;  steamboats  leaving  Buffalo  daily,  bound 
up  the  lake  to  Cleveland,  Detroit,  or  Chicago,  run 
into  Dunkirk  for  a  supply  of  fuel,  land  and  receive 
passengers,  and  pursue  their  voyage.  Ships  going 
up  or  coming  down  the  lakt*  encounter  a  storm,  and 
run  into  Dunkirk  as  a  place  (»f  lefuge,  and  to  avoid 
khipwreck.  Now,  does  not  the  honorable  gentle- 
man perceive  that  Ohio,  Michigan,  and  all  the  coun- 


try beyond  Dunkirk,  are  more  directly  interested  in 
this  harbor  than  the  State  of  New  Yoik,  although 
it  is  situated  in  New  York?  Which  State,  then, 
shall  construct  it,  and  keep  it  in  repai  ?  Is  this  a 
local  work?  No,  sir,  Massachusetts  and  all  the  G^s- 
tern  States  are  directly  interested  in  it.  Indeed,  sir, 
so  far  as  western  New  York  is  concerned,  I  might 
say,  if  I  could  be  actuated  by  so  narrow  and  illibe- 
ral views,  that  all  these  harbors  on  the  upper  lakes 
are  prejudicial.  The  staple  production  of  that  part 
of  the  State  is  wheat,  which  finds  a  market  in  our 
Eastern  cities  and  the  New  England  States.  Now, 
sir,  break  up  the  commerce  of  the  lake,  by  destroy, 
ing  the  harbors,  and  preventing  Ohio  frem  coming 
into  competition  with  our  farmer^,  and  they  will  en- 
joy a  monopoly  to  a  great  extent.  Bnt  I  repudiate 
the  argument;  I  go  for  the  great  good  of  the  whole, 
for  facilities  which  will  enable  us  to  trade  with  all 
parts  of  the  country,  aad  thus  equalize  the  value  of 
labor  and  the  productions  of  the  country.  And  we 
maintain  that  those  harbors  along  the  lake  cnas) 
are  as  much  national  as  those  along  the  Atlantic 
coast,  and  that  this  Goyernmeut  is  as  much  bound 
to  C(»nstruct  them  as  it  is  to  improve  the  harbor  at 
Charleston,  or  to  erect  and  keep  up  the  numerous 
ligh  t-houses  on  the  sea  coast.  The  isreat  diflTerence 
is  that,  where  one  dollar  is  required  for  the  protec- 
tion of  our  trade  on  the  lakes,  hundreds  are  re- 
quired and  expended  for  the  sathc  purpose  on  the 
high  seas. 

Let  this  Government  perform  its  duty  and  in 
part  in  these  great  enterprises,  and  the  States  of  thn 
North  and  Northwest,  at  any  rate,  will  perform 
theirs.  Why,  fir,  they  are  now  greatly  in  a'avance. 
There  are  now  over  two  thousand  fiv^  hundred 
miles  of  canals  and  railways  already  ocnKtructed, 
or  in  the  process  of  consUruciion,  by  the  States  bor- 
dering on  the  upper  lakes,  who^e  common  ctnire  is 
Lake  Erie.  Illinois  is  tapping:, by  a  gigantic  work. 
Lake  Michigan,  thus  connecting  that  lake  with  th? 
Mississippi.  Indiana  is  engaged  in  some  of  the 
most  noble  enterprises  of  the  day,  and  the  extent  of 
her  canals  and  railways  will  seon  enable  her  to 
take  her  place  by  the  side  of  those  States  which 
led  the  way  in  internal  improrements.  Ohio  has 
connected  her  noble  river  with  the  lake,  and  she  is 
still  pressing  forward  with  other  important  works 
calculated  to  develope  her  great  resources.  Mi- 
chigan, though  a  State  of  bnt  yesterday,  has  boldly 
put  forth  her  strength,  and  is  connecting  by  several 
lines  one  great  lake  with  another.  Eligibly  situ- 
ated, nearly  surrounded  by  the  lakes,  possessing 
many  valuable  harbors,  she  is  conncctirg  the  inte- 
rior with  them.  I  need  not  mention  generally  the 
works  of  Pennsylvania,  but  I  will  call  the  attention 
of  gentlemen  to  one  which  has  been  recently  un- 
dertaken, and  its  importance  to  the  United  States 
for  military  purposes  will  readily  be  perceived.  I 
allude  to  the  Sunbury  and  Erie  railway,  v/W'c\i 
will  open  a  direct  communication  between  Pl'^ija- 
delpbla  and  Erie,  upper  Lake  Erie,  and  brjug Phi- 
ladelphia within  about  four  hundred  r^ijes  of  the 
lake.  Sir,  suppose,  during  the  lasV  war,  that  Erie 
harbor  had  been  improved  as  it  now  is,  and  this 
commur.icatiun  by  railway  between  Philadelphia 
and  Erie  had  been  completed,  how  many  millions 
of  dollars  could  haye  been  saved  to  this  Govern- 
ment in  carrying  on  the  operations  of  the  war? 

As  to  my  own  State,  ii  will  not  be  denied  that 
she  has  performing  and  is  performing  her  du:y  to 
heself,  to  the  States  west  of  her,  and  to  the  United 
States.  She  asks  no  aid  from  this  Government,  or 
any  other,  in  con^trucUng  her  great  works  and 
completing  her  splendid  and  magnificent  system  of 
internal  improvement.  She  has  decided  and  is 
now  prosecuting  vigorously  the  eulargement  of  her 
Erie  canal,  at  a  cost  which  will  probably  exceed 
1 1 5,000,000.  This  is  done  for  the  accommodation 
ot  the  trade  of  the  great  West,  bordering  on  th«t 
upper  lakes. 

[Mr.  LEOAan  here  inquired  as  to  the  tolls,  cof^ 
lected  on  the  canal  ] 

Mr.  MAayiN.  It  is  true,  sir,  that  th«  State  ex<- 
pects  that  the  revenue  to  be  derived  from  the  ca-- 
nal  will,  in  time,  reimburse  the  State;:  bat,  at  the- 
same  time,  the  enlargement  is  for  the  benefit  of  the* 
West.  As  you  increase  the  volume  of  water  ity 
the  canal,  you  will  lessen  the  cost  of  transporta-^ 
tion,    Wtil^  npon  this  subject  of  the  State  ia^ 
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pmt'Oients,  I  will  read  aa  extract  from  Mr. 
SaiiM.l-f  report,  to  which  I  have  already  called  the 
aitei>ii'>ii  of  ibe  Hotiar,  showing  the  important  and 
intimme  connection  between  the  United  States 
works*  on  thp  lakes,  and  Sute  works  leading  into 
the  interior,  into  the  very  heart  of  the  Repablic; 
and  hence  their  importance  in  military  and  com- 
mercial points  of  view. 

"  In  niJT  u  .ling  thorn  in  a  eoinin«rcial  poiat  of  view,  not  only 
must  ihc  11.11  iirts  oi  the  harbors  themMlvM  be  conaidered,  but 
likewise  i!ieir  relation  wuh  the  interioi  of  the  country,  with 
oiher  Siati-H,  and  wlih  C  insula.  Their  relation  wiih  the  interior 
of  the  couciuy  i«  highly  important;  for  nearly  all  the  Improve' 
mente  now  gj>in^  on  or  contemplated  within  ibe  State  of  New 
York  will  ho  coii;i.;cteil,  either  directly  or  indirectly,  with  the 
waters  «r  L  ike  Ontario.  The  enlargement  of  the  Erie  canal, 
which  run<t  parallel  with,  and  is  but  a  short  distance  from,  the 
shore  of  the  lake,  has  been  commenced,  and  will  be  proeecuted 
with  nil  the  energy  possible.  The  increase  to  be  given  to  its 
brea<lThtiMd  depth  will  make  it  larce  enovgh  to  receive  vessels 
navigaiing  the  taker;  and  when  it  has  been  completed,  the  com- 
muiiTcaii^ii  between  the  Atlantic  and  Western  States  will  be 
greatly  facilitated.  The  construction  of  the  Genesee  Valley 
omat.  hy  which  the  Erie  Canal  at  Rochester  will  be  connected 
with  the  Alleghany  river  at  Glean,  will  open  one  of  the  most 
f-xtensiva  and  fertile  regions  in  the  State  of  New  York  to  this 
channel  of  internal  communication.  The  pine  lumber  of  Alle- 
giiany  county,  the  wheat  of  the  Genesee  valley,  and  the  bitu« 
minouscoul  and.irnn  ore  ofPenntiylvania  will  allseek  a  market 
by  this  rouU3,  until  the  New  York  and  Erie  railroad  has  been 
constructed,  or  thu  navigation  of  the  AUeahany  river  improved. 
The  improvement  of  iho  na?igaMon  of  the  Alleghany  river, 
which  is  said  to  be  quite  feasible,  would  at  once  open  an  inter* 
nal  navigable  route  between  the  Genesee  valley  and  that  of  the 
Ohio  river,  thus  facilitating  still  more  the  increasing  business 
between  the  Eastern  and  Western  States.  Besides  opening  the 
whole  country  south  of  Rochester  to  Lake  Ontario,  the  con- 
struction of  a  shi^anal  between  Big  Sodus  bay  and  the  Erie 
cnnal  at  Clyde,  to  be  continued  from  thence  to  Cayuga  lake,  Is 
co.itemplaietl.  The  Cayuga,  Seneca,  and  Crooked  lakes  are 
connected  hy  meitns  of  canals,  and  are  surrounded  by  a  country 
well  settled  and  in  a  high  state  of  cultivation,  with  a  rich  soil, 
proJucin?  wheat,  grass,  and  fruit  in  great  abundance.  Tlie 
coiisiruciion  of  such  a  canal  would  not  only  give  great  water 
p^  wer  near  its  debouch  into  the  lake,  but  would  open  the  whole 
of  (his  fine  region  of  country  to  Lake  Ontario,  thereby  forming 
a  line  of  internal  navtsatlon  of  GOO  miles  in  extent,  and,  when 
taken  in  connection  with  the  Ithaca  and  Owego  railroad  and  the 
Chemung  canal,  opening  a  direct  communication  between  the 
lakes  and  the  Shsquehannah  river." 

U?re,  sir,  are  collected,  in  this  extract,  some  of 
the  great  enterprises  of  a  single  State,  and  their  di- 
rect connection  with  the  works  of  other  Stales,  and 
the  harbor  improvements  of  the  General  Qovem- 
ment.  The  latter  are  nenessary  to  complete  the 
system,  and  to  connect  the  State  works  together, 
and,  as  I  have  endeavored  to  show,  are  of  snch  a 
character  that  they  cannot  be  constmcted  and  con- 
trolled by  the  Slates.  The  amoant  expended  and 
to  be  expended  by  the  Qeneral  Government  is  a 
mere  fraction  of  the  amoant  which  the  States  will 
have  exp?nded.  And  is  this  whole  system  to  be 
broken  up,  and  all  the  commerce  dependent  upon 
it  to  be  abandoned,  from  the  neglect  of  this  GK>- 
vernmeiit  to  perform  its  duly?  I  trust  not,  sir. 
Bat,  sir,  i  have  not  done  with  this  report  of  the 
Commiuee  of  Ways  and  Means,  this  general 
drclaraiion  of  war  against  harbor  and  river  im- 
provements. 

*'  Shonld  these  Federal  expenditures  be  permanently  con- 
tinued, (says  the  report,)  they  mtist  corrupt  the  legisiative 
branch,  and  entirely  change  the  practical  operations  of  our  Go- 
vemmoni  from  its originaland  constitutional  design." 

Really,  sir,  I  am  at  a  loss  to  discover  how  the 
Government  is  to  be  entirely  changed  "from  its 
original  and  constitntional  design**  by  carrying  oat 
the  very  objects  of  the  formation  of  the  Govern- 
ment. I  have  always  understood  that  one  of  the 
main  obj;*cis  of  the  Union  was  general  protection 
to  the  wht)le  coantry  and  its  commerce.  Bat,  it 
fpems,  iiwin  "corrupt  the  Legislative  branch.*' 
May  not  the  Legislative  branch  be  trusted  wiih 
these  appropriations  as  well  as  others? 

''The  whole  amount  appropriated  and  invested  is  §12,900,000, 
of  which  t&,190,UJ0  has  been  granted  to  a  district  of  country 
not  one  hundred  and  fifty  miles  from  the  Capital.'' 

Is  it  qaite  fair,  in  presenting  the  indictment 
against  harbors  and  rivers,  to  include  over 
$3,000,000  which  have  been  assumed  for  the  Cor- 
porations of  this  District,  contracted  in  building  a 
canal,  on  which  1  have  never  yet  seen  a  boat,  and 
assumed  by  the  United  States  to  save  these  Corpo- 
rations frnm  being  sold  to  the  Dutchi  I,  sir,  am 
not  defending  such  appropriations.  I  only  advo- 
cate those  great  national  works  which  serve  to  con- 
nect the  State  works  and  bind  the  Union  together. 
1  place  the  question  opon  broad  and  comprbhensive 
grounti.^',  I  ask  not  for  money  to  build  roads  and 
canals  in  the  States;  bat  when  great  and  remote 
^^ctlon&  of  the  Union  may  be  connected  and  bound 
(o^eiher  in  the  strong  iMnds  of  in^erttt^  by  over- 


coming or  removing  some  intervening  obstacle,  Itt 
it  be  done.  This  great  country  is  naturally  divided 
into  three  great  sections,  the  Bast,  the  Middle,  or 
the  Mississippi  valley,  and  the  North.  And  is  it 
not  of  national  importance  to  unite  them,  and,  by  a 
few  great  connecting  linkv,  bind  the  whole  country 
together  for  its  commnn  defence  and  common  wel- 
fare? Take  Iha  All^ghanjr  river,  which  is  one  of 
the  principal  branches  of  the  Mississippi,  and 
which  flows  out  of  th«  Northern  "section."  Dy 
rendering  it  navigable  from  Pittsburg  to  Olean,  in 
the  Slate  of  New  York,  you  at  once  connect  the 
whole  valley  of  the  Missi'ssippi  with  the  Northern 
section  of  the  Union.  You  supply  tlie  connecting 
link  between  all  the  works  of  internal  improve- 
ment in  New  York,  and  all  the  rivrrs,  and  State 
works  communicating  with  them,  in  that  vast  val- 
ley west  of  the  mou  nutins.  Nam  re  had  so  strongly 
indicated  this  river  as  an  important  connecting 
link  between  the  North  and  the  Southwest,  as  an 
important  channel  for  military  and  commercial 
purposes,  that  Mr.  Calhoun,  while  Secretary  of 
War,  in  his  celebrated  report  of  1819,  in  relation 
to  national  improvements,  mentions  it  as  one  of 
the  great  channels  to  be  improved  by  the  General 
Govetnment.  Sir,  this  river  furnishes  four-fifths 
of  the  water  constituting  the  Ohio  below  the  junc- 
tion of  the  Monongahela  and  the  Alleghany;  while 
the  former  furnishes  20,000  cubic  feet  per  minute, 
the  latter  furnishes  80,000  cubic  feet.  The  im- 
provement of  this  river  is  a  mere  extension  of  the 
navigation  of  the  Ohio  into  the  State  of  New  York. 
If  the  navigation  of  this  river  had  been  improved 

Srevious  lo  the  last  war,  this  Government  would 
ave  saved  double  and  triple  its  oo8t  in  the  trans- 
portation of  cannon  and  the  munitions  of  war  to 
the  frontiers.  Mr.  Calhoun,  who  was  Secretary  of 
War,  saw  and  appreciated  all  this.  And  will  it  be 
maintained  that  this  is  a  loetU  work— a  work  not 
national  in  its  character?  Why,  sir,  the  piKsent 
Secretary  of  War,  in  his  annual  report,  called  our 
attention  to  one  of  these  connecting  links.  He 
asks  for  an  appropriation  to  make  a  survey  be- 
tween Fox  river  ^which  discharges  itself  into 
Green  bay)  and  the  Wisconsin.  Only  a  few  miles 
divide  these  streams,  and  he  recommends  a  survey, 
"with  a  view  of  establishing  a  water  communica- 
tion from  Lake  Michigan  to  Mississippi  river, 
which  would  be  in  the  highest  degree  important  to 
this  Department  in  time  of  war,  and  useful  for  the 
transportation  of  supplies  in  time  of  peace.**  These 
are  th*  kind  of  works,  sir,  which  I  advocate;  but  I 
suppose,  in  the  estimation  of  the  honorable  Chair- 
man of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  they 
are  "foreign  to  the  original  design  of  the  Constitu- 
tion.*' 

But,  says  the  chairman  of  the  committee,  whose 
duty  it  is  to  point  out  the  "ways  and  means**  for 
carrying  on  the  Government,  we  have  not  the 
means  to  go  on  as  heretofore.  A  plea  of  insolven- 
cy is  interposed.  Well,  sir,  this  is  a  humiliating 
confession.  The  countless  millions  which  have 
bten  poured  into  your  Treasury  are  gone.  And 
wher^7  and  how?  and  to  whom?  Sir,  I  cannot  now 
stop  tn  answer  these  questions;  but  I  deny,  in  be- 
half of  the  harbor  and  river  improvements,  in  be- 
half of  thetnfemoj  trade  and  commerce  of  the 
country,  that  it  has  been  lavished  upon  them, 
though  it  be  the  object  of  this  report  to  convict 
them. 

Nevertheless,  such  is  the  fact  according  to  this 
report.  I  quote  its  last  expiring  sentence,  "the 
conclusion  of  the  whole  matter:'* 

^'Should  Congress  authorise  the  usual  amount  of  new  appro- 
priations, and  the  three  millions  proponed  for  lortifioatlons, 
harbors,  4be.  it  will  be  necessary  to  provide  five  or  six  millions 
for  the  Treasury,  in  addition  to  all  the  resources  and  receipts 
existing  or  contemplated.'* 

But  let  us  see  how  this  matter  stands.  I  find 
some  discrepancies  between  the  esti»ates  of  this 
report  and  the  estimates  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury.  The  Secretary  estimates  the  receipts 
into  the  Treasury  for  1839  at  $31,645,343,  includ- 
ing an  estimated  balance  in  the  Treasury  on  the 
1st  of  January,  1839.  This  report  estimates  the 
whole  at  $2iB,900,000,  including  the  sum  of 
13,200,000,  which  is  now  oseerUtined  to  have  been 
in  the  Treasury  on  the  1st  of  January,  1839.  In 
this  latter  estimaie,  the  proceeds  of  the  fourth  hood 


of  the  United  States  Bank,  |2,360,000,  is  not  coa- 
lalned. 

The  Secretary  estimates  the  receipts  from  cus- 
toms at  f  19,000,000,  which  this  report  states  at 
$18,000,000;  a  diflference  of  a  round  million.  The 
Secretary  tt^iimates  the  expenditures  for  thecnrreQi 
year  at  $30,500,000,  and  strikes  a  balance  i j  favor 
of  the  Treasury  of  |l,045,34a.  Now,  sir,  I  shall 
not  trouble  myself  about  these  discrepaucKS.  I 
take  the  Secretary,  the  responsible  officer,  at  his 
word.  He  says  he  wilt  have  money  enough.  And 
in  his  estimates  of  expenditures  he  has  indmM 
those  for  "harbors  and  rivers,*'  and  given  ns  the 
items  in  detail,  amounting,  in  the  aggregate,  to 
|1,713,690  55.  I  prefer  his  estimates  to  those  of 
the  honorable  chairman  of  the  Ways  and  Means. 
[Mr.  CiMBasLBNc  here  remarked  that  the  Se- 
cretary had  omitted  any  estimates  for  the  Florida 
war,  and  twe  or  three  millions  which  he  had  in- 
cluded in  his  report.] 

Mr.  M.  Well,  sir,  I  shall  leave  these  matlers 
10  bs  settled  between  the  chairman  and  Secretary. 
If  the  Secretary,  in  the  midst  of  all.  his  tioables, 
had  forgotten  the  war  in  Florida,  I  hope  be  may  be 
excused.  But  here  is  adifTerence  in  the  estimated 
receipts  of  a  million  from  the  customs.  Now,  sir, 
we  have  every  reason  to  believe  that  the  cuatoms 
will  produce  over  $19,000,000.  All  our  informa- 
tion from  New  York  shows  ns  that  money  is  rapid- 
ly accumulating  in  the  hands  of  your  sab-creasnrer 
there,  and  I  hope  it  is  not  expected  that  he  will  ab- 
scond with  it. 

But,  fir,  suppose  we  are  a  little  short  in  our 
means;  is  it  right,  is  it  just,  is  it  -wise,  is  it  true 
economy,  to  withhold  all  appropriations  for  the 
harbors  and  rivers,  those  great  agents  in  promotmg 
the  internal  trade  of  the  country,  and  ihns  aug- 
menting the  very  sources  from  which  yon  derive 
revenue?  No,  sir,  they  are  among  the  last  objects 
vtu  should  abandon.  Could  not  the  cfanirraan's 
keen  eye  discover,  in  the  almost  infinite  variety  of 
expenditures,  any  other  items  for  retrenchmem? 
Can  there  be  no  reform  in  any  of  the  Depaitmeais, 
in  the  bureaus?  How  many  Indian  agents  and 
commissioners  have  you,  spending  their  snmnMis 
in  making  tours  of  pleasure  through  the  oonntry, 
and  their  winters  here,  at  eight  dollars  a  day?  Can 
there  be  no  retrenchment  there?  Or  would  this,  ia 
ve\-y  trtUh,  retrench  the  patronage  of  the  Presidend 
Is  there  nothing  to  retrench  in  your  civil  liac,  which 
has  increa.sed  so  enormously  for  a  few  years  pasJ 
Can  nothing  be  found  to  retrench  and  reform  ia 
your  navy,  where  I  see  the  estimate  for  this  year  is 
$5,881,096  07?  Is  all  right  in  your  armyt  Gaa 
no  retrenchment  be  made  there?  Is  all  this  magklf 
^ori  of  the  Administration  for  retrenchmemt  to  Call 
upon  an  item  of  some  million  and  a  half  for  the 
improvement  of  your  rivers  and  harbors  tfaronghoat 
this  va»t  country,  and  having  acesmpluftetf  ao  gveot 
an  objectt  iben  to  expire?  Verily,' it  would  seem  so. 
Else  why  single  out  this  item  for  attack,  and  pal- 
liate, if  not  justify,  all  others,  always  excepting  the 
late  pensions? 

I,  sir,  am  tor  retrenchment,  for  reform,  and  al- 
ways have  been.  I  am  in  favor  of  an  economicBl 
administration  of  the  (Tovernmeni,  but  1  wonld  not 
select  the  item  which  protects  and  sustains  yo«r 
great  internal  trade,  in  which  the  great  body  of  the 
people  are  all  interested,  which  seems  to  develop 
the  resources  of  the  country,  and  which,  in  its  re- 
sults, returns  into  your  Treasury  tenfold  iheaaKNiac 
of  the  expenditure.  Why,  I  repeat,  is  the  whole 
artillery  of  retrenchment  opened  upon  this  single 
item?  Is  it  a  party  move?  Is  it  Ueemed  neces- 
sary for  the  purpose  of  strengthening  the  AdaiBD- 
tration  in  a  certain  quarter?  Are  further  de- 
mands made  upon  the  Administration  frem 
ibat  quarter?  I  wlh  to  know  all  abont 
about  it.  My  constituents  wish  to  know — they 
have  an  interest  in  knowing.  They  will  not  eon- 
sent  that  all  their  important  interests  shall  be  SMri- 
fioed  by  any  political  arrangement.  Last  year  the 
committee  reported  the  bill,  and  it  passed  wiih  te 
usual  opposition.  The  Treasury  was  certainly  aa 
much  embarrased  then  as  no«;  but,  sir,  iheSiih- 
Treasury  bill  did  not  then  pa.'Q.  This  year  the  ecw- 
mittee  refuse  to  report  the  bill  to  the  Hoase.  AA 
this,  sir,  looks  strange  to  me.  If  this  07  ot  it* 
renohnent  ia  really  made  in  |;ood  flidh,  if  a  9^ 


i^  18^9. 


APPENDIX  TO  THE  CONORES^IONAL  6I.0BE. 


tS9 


525th  Covg**«*Sd  Sess. 


To  prevent  the  inteiference  of  Federal  officers  in  elections — Mr.  Preston. 


Senate. 


trench ment  of  some  miUion  aid  a  half  will  do, 
ifhy  not  divide  it  among  the  approoriaiioos  of 
aome  thirty  millions  ?  There  was  nothing  of  this 
cry  last  year,  when  the  bill  was  passed  increasiog 
yonr  standing  army  from  six  to  t.velye  thon- 
sand.  Sir,  I  opposed  that  bill,  and  voted  against 
it  I  understood  that  it  would  occasion  a  perma- 
nest  chaige  of  three  or  four  millions  of  dollars  up- 
on the  people;  I  believed  such  an  incresse  of  the 
standing  army  unnecessary.  I  was  willicg  to 
▼ote  for  a  small  increase,  but  to  double  the  stand- 
ing army  at  once,  and  create  some  hundred  and 
ffy  smv  ^0Seeri  in  the  army,  was,  in  ray  opinion, 
an  act  of  injustice  to  the  nvdliia^  and  an  unneces- 
sary expenditure  of  the  people's  money.  Yet  this 
measure  is  palliated  and  justified  in  this  report  on 
the  ground  that  our  frontiers  are  very  much  en- 
larged, and  we  require  more  troops  to  defend  them. 
Why,  sir,  how  is  this  in  point  of  fact?  Have  we 
really  any  more  frontier  which  requires  troops  to 
guard  than  we  had  ten  years  ago?  I  had  supposed 
not.  What,  sir,  was  our  main  object  in  removing 
all  the  Indians  west  of  the  Missirsippi?  Was  it 
act  to  concentrate  them  upon  a  single  frontier, 
and  thus  shorten  the  line  which  it  would  be  neces- 
sary to  defend?  Certatnly  it  was.  No,  sir,  though 
Ihe  area  of  the  occupied  part  of  the  United  States 
is  Terr  much  enlarged,  our  frontier,  which  requires 
defending,  is  not  enlaored.  All  you  now  need,  in 
oidtBary  limes,  is  sufficient  troops  to  take  care  of 
your  fortifications  and  the  public  property  in  them, 
and  to  defend  the  Western  frontier.  Your  policy 
has  been  to  concentrate  the  Indians  there  upon  ;he 
borders  of  Arkansas  and  Missouri,  against  the 
wishes  of  the  people;  and  God  forbid  that  any  vote 
of  mine  should  deprive  them  of  protection.  I  will, 
as  I  have  done,  vote  for  their  military  roads,  their 
forts,  and  for  a  sufficient  force  for  their  protection. 
Bat,  My  yon  do  not  want  a  standing  army  on  that 
frontier  fl^  eight  or  ten  thousand  men.  You  want 
a  sufficient  force  to  man  your  fortifications  and 
aappress  the  sadden  incursion  of  the  savage,  and 
to  form  a  nndens  about  which,  in  the  day  of  dan- 
ger, the  bold  and  hardy  hunters  of  Arkansas  may 
rally.  It  is  a  slander  upon  the  people  of  the  West 
to  say  that  they  require  a  standing  army  of  ten 
thousand  to  protect  them.  It  is  an  insnlt  to  the 
militia  to  say  that  they  cannot  be  relied  on  to  de- 
fend their  firesides  and  their  homes. 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  dislike  listening  to  the  denuncia- 
tions which  are  posted  out  against  measures  which 
I  deem  so  important  to  the  prosperity  and  welfare 
€:(i  the  country,  and  that  the  friends  of  these  mea- 
aiMU  should  be  charged  with  plunging  their  hands 
iBto  the  public  Treasury,  and  taking  therefrom,  nn< 
eonstitntionally  and  unjustly,  these  appropnations. 
I  claim,  sir,  Ihiat  the  people  I  reptesent  are  actuated 
bjr  motives  as  patriotic,  and  by  views  as  enlarged 
and  liberal,  as  any  people  in  this  Union;  and  I 
alraald  be  recreant  to  doty,  to  the  impulses  of  my 
natare,  were  I  to  suffer  these  unjust  chaiiges  to  pass 
norepelled.  I  place  these  improvements  upon  na- 
tional grounds,  upon  high  considerations  of  State 
duty  and  Suite  policy.  I  only  demand  and  insitd 
tha  ithis  Government  shall  discharge  the  duly  im- 
posed upon  it  in  the  Constitution  of  defending  the 
country,  and  protecting  its  internal  commerce  as 
well  as  its  external. 

Every  consideration  of  patriotism  demands  that 
you  put  in  a  proper  state  of  defence  your  frontiers 
upon  the  lakes;  upon  them  the  future  battles  of  the 
country  are  to  be  fought,  and,  I  repeat,  we  mitst 
Hurt  ht  tuprtme* 

We  indulge  with  peculiar  satisfaction  in  the  re- 
miniscences of  the  past,  and  the  mention  of  Erie 
awakens  within  u<«  emotions  of  patriotism.  One 
of  the  most  glorioas  achievements  of  the  late  war 
was  upon  her  proud  waves.  There  the  gallant 
Perry,  with  his  little  fleet,  encountered  the  power 
of  Great  Britain,  and  obtained  one  of  the  most 
splendid  victories  ever  recorded  in  history.  Your 
Itag  was  triumphant.  The  power  of  Great  Britain 
on  the  lakes  was  broken.  This  was  at  the  darkest 
period  of  the  s'roggle;  the  whole  nation  waft  look- 
ing on  with  the  deepest  anxiety,  and  as  the  news  of 
tbe  victory  flew,  all  were  amazed.  Victory  suc- 
ceeded victory  on  the  land.  Had  the  enemy  ac- 
quired the  ascendancy  oq  ^^  lake,  no  one  can  say 
liow  long  the  war  woold  ^^e  been  procrastinated, 


or  the  calami  ies  which  would  have  been  inflicted 
on  that  froniif-r.  U\  in  any  future  war,  we  shall 
loose  our  ascendency  upon  these  inland  seas,  the 
heroes  who  fought  and  triumphed  on  Cbamplain 
and  Erie  would  rise  from  iheir  graves  and  rebuke 
us  for  degeneracy.  But,  sir,  give  us  harbors,  en- 
courage and  protect  our  commerce,  and  the  day  is 
gone  by  when  England^s  power  on  the  lakes  is  to 
be  feared.  Our  commerce  on  the  lakes  is  a  school 
for  sailors.  While  you  make  appropriations  on  the 
Atlantic  for  schools  for  the  education  of  beys  for 
your  navy,  our  commerce  on  the  lakes  is  making 
sailors  of  lads  who  may  hereafter  man  your  fleets. 
Abandon  these  harbors,  and  let  them  go  to  decay, 
and  yon  abandon  every  thing  on  the  lakes.  You 
surrender  all  up;  but  I  will  nut  believe  that  this 
course,  so  suicidal  to  the  best  interests  of  the  coun- 
try, so  disgraceful  to  it,  will  be  adopted. 

Sir,  complaints  are  sometimes  made  here  that  in 
these  apprepriations  injustice  is  done  to  certain 
sections  of  country,  by  not  tairly  distributing  what 
some  choose  to  call  the  bounties  of  the  Govern- 
ment. Such  sug^festions  are  rare,  and  I  have  al- 
ways looked  upon  them  as  unpatriotic.  I  had  sop- 
posed  that  these  appropriations  were  for  national 
purposes,  or  objects  of  general  not  local  iatsrest, 
for  the  defences  of  the  country.  Well,  sir,  judge 
of  my  surprise,  then,  on  finding  in  this  report  of 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  this  sentence: 
*^  Should  we  continue  to  increase  ihem,  appropria- 
tions for  national  defence  will  become  of  secon- 
dary importance,  and  will  be  reduced,  to  increase 
the  expenditures  of  our  CoNoasssioKiL  districts.'' 
How,  sir,  is  this  language  to  be  understood?  Is  it 
intended  as  an  invitation  to  gentlemen  here  to  begin 
a  scramble  for  the  public  money?  Or  is  it  intended 
to  intimate  that  the  Representatives  of  the  people 
here,  on  this  floor,  will  cease  to  be  influenced  by 
high  and  patriotic  considerations,  and  become  the 
mere  suitors  for  the  share  of  their  ^'CongrasioMl 
diHrielt?'^  What  a  sugi^estion !  It  wiU  not  take, 
sir.  There  is  too  much  patriotism  heie  yet.  Yon 
cannot  get  Kentucky  to  listen  to  such  suggestions; 
she  will  not  stop  to  inqure  how  much  more  Ohio  or 
New  York  gels  than  she.  All  she  desires  to  know 
is,  that  the  appropriation  is  for  great  national  pur- 
poses, for  the  general  interest;  that  its  fruits  will 
enure  to  tbe  benefit  ef  the  United  States  as  a 
whole.  Why,  sir,  what  does  Kentucky  want  of 
defences  of  fortification??  Her  fortifications,  her 
bulwarks,  are  the  surrounding  States;  no  foreign 
foe  can  trend  upon  her  soil  till  one  of  the  great 
States  of  this  Union  shall  have  been  conquered. 
The  battle,  for  the  defence  of  Kentucky  even,  is 
to  be  upon  the  borders,  and  there  you  want  your 
defences. 


SPEECH  OP  MR.  PRESTON, 

Or  South  Carolina,  ♦ 

In  Sentffe,  Friday ,  February  15, 1839. 
The  Senate  having  again  taken  up  the  bill  to  pre- 
vent the  interference  ot  certain  Federal  officers  in 
elections,  and  Mr.  Crittenden  having  offered  a 
substitute  for  the  whole  bill,  which  dittered  from  it 
in  making  the  penalty  dismission  from  office,  and 
in  exempting  postmasters  with  a  salary  of  less  than 
$300  from  the  operation  of  the  bill- 
Mr.  PRESTON  said:  The  attention  of  Senators, 
Mr.  President,  having  been  somewhat  divided  and 
confused  in  consequence  of  the  multifarious  and 
important  topics  which  have  been  introduced  into 
discussion,  I.will  briefly  make  a  statement  of  the 
case  before  us,  as  it  has  been  presented,  and  as  it  is 
now  understood,  that  the  various  points  at  issue 
may  again  be  made  for  the  purpose  of  giving  the 
discusiiion  a  definite  and  distinct  direction  on  the 
subject  really  before  us. 

The  Senator  from  Kentucky,  on  his  own  respon- 
sibility, and  as  he  had  a  right  to  do,  has  presented 
for  the  consideration  of  this  body  a  billj  that  bill, 
in  the  ordinary  course,  was  referred  to  a  commit- 
tee, and  on  that  the  committee  have  made  a  report. 
Now,  to  understand  the  points  at  issue  between  that 
gentleman  and  the  committee,  and  to  ascertain  the 
justness  and  precision  of  the  proceedings  on  the 
question  by  the  committee  ihemseives,  it  is  necessa- 
ry to  ascertain  both  what  was  submitted  to  them 
and  what  they  have  reported.    The  bill  introduced 


by  tlie  Senrx'of  from  Kctiiucky  wasa  bill  to  prevent 
the  interfereilce  of  certain  Federal  officers  in  elec- 
tions; and  there  is  a  statement  in  its  preamble,  that 
its  purpose  and  object  is  to  the  end  that  the  great 
powers  of  the  Executive  should  noi.  be  used  in  in- 
terference with  the  elections,  which  ought  to  be  free 
and  incorrupt;  and  it  was  therefore  to  be  enacted 
by  the  bill  that  certain  Federal  cfficers  therein  enu- 
merated should  not,  in  any  manner  whatsoever,  en- 
deavor to  persuade  or  dissuade  any  elector  in 
relation  to  the  vote  which  he  should  give,  nor 
should  said  officers  in leraieddle  in  any  of  the  elec- 
tions, or  use  any  means  with  intent  to  influence  or 
control  them.  This  is  the  purport  of  the  bill  of  the 
Senator  from  Kentucky,  and  it  was  the  bill  alone 
that  was  referred  to  the  committee,  thus  placing 
out  of  their  proper  sphere  all  reference  to  any  sub- 
ject beyond  it,  or  which  did  not  bear  on  the  merits 
of  the  bill.  There  were,  therefore,  two  points  to 
which  the  committee  might  legitimately  direct  their 
atienlion;  the  first  of  which  related  to  the  general 
principles  of  the  bill,  and  the  second  to  the  details 
accordmg  to  which  the  mover  propoiJed  to  carry 
out  those  principles;  and  to  these  two  points  their 
report  was,  by  the  nature  of  the  reference,  necessa- 
rily confined;  and  it  is  entirely  competent  in  the 
committee  to  approve  the  principles  and  reject  the 
details,  or  tho  reverse,  or  to  reject  them  both;  or,  if 
ihey  approved  th«  principles,  and  were  not  satisAed 
with  the  details,  it  was  necessary  for  them  so  to 
fashion  the  details  as  to  give  to  the  principlns  their 
due  practical  efficiency.  These  two  objects  are  the 
main  design  of  such  a  reference;  and  in  the  presen* 
case  the  committee  have  decided  against  both  the 
details  and  the  principle. 

And  now,  sir,  I  ask,  in  the  first  place,  have  the 
committee  decided  wisely  against  the  principle  of 
the  bill?  What  is  it?  It  is  to  prevent  the  inter- 
ference of  certain  Federal  officers  in  elections — 
that  is  the  principle;  and  the  object  of  the  bill  is  to 
provide  the  means  for  preserving  the  purity  and 
freedom  of  elections,  which  ought  to  be  free  and  in- 
corrupt. Against  both  these  propositions  the  com- 
mittee have  reported.  They  denounce  both  the 
principle  and  the  policy  of  the  bill,  and  advise  the 
very  opposite  of  it  disiiaclly|and, emphatically;  and 
therefore,  if  they  had  framed  an  antagonist  bill  to, 
this,  it  would  have  been  a  bill  to  enforce  and  en^ 
courage  the  interference  of  Federal  officers  in  tho 
elections,  to  the  end  that  they  may  be  used  to  in^ 
fluence  the  elections,  which  ought  not  to  be  free  and 
incorrupt.  At  all  events,  wc  have  uegati^ed  theso 
two  propositions,  (thf  principle  and  policy  «f  the 
l^ill,)  deliberately  and  in  terms,  and  we  have  at 
least  declared  that  we  will  not  assert  that  these  offi^ 
cers  ought  not  to  interfere  in  elections,  and  tha(  we 
will  not  assert  that  by  the  Executive  their  offices 
and  exertions  should  no;  be  used  for  electioneering 
purposes. 

Now  this,  Mr.  President,  in  oidinary  times  r;  1 
circumstances,  would  have  shocked  the  public 
mind  so  much,  that  the  Senate  would  have  imm€« 
diately  revolted  at  the  mere  sufgestioo  of  proposi- 
tions so  monstrous.  And  yet  this  statement  not 
only  shows  this  fact,  that  the  Senate  have  negativ- 
ed the  principle  and  policy  of  the  bill,  but  I  am  pre- 
pared to  demonstrate  that  the  converse  of  these 
propositions  is  now  argued  and  maintained,  which 
is,  that  it  is  the  bounden  duty  of  the  Executive  offi- 
cers to  interfere  in  elections,  and  that  any  i  est  fic- 
tion upon  them  is  unconstitutional,  prescriptive, 
horrible,  and  monstrous,  and  deserving  the  severest 
po».Mble  castigation  by  the  committee.  And  now, 
Mr.  President,  on  what  times  have  we  fallen,  and 
what  state  of  things  has  been  produced,  when,  in- 
stead of  the  usual  and  uniform  direction  ef  argn-^ 
ment  and  declamation  against  these  practices,  all 
at  once  there  is  an  open  and  bold  avowal  th^'%  they 
are  not  to  be  controlled,  but  they  are  vindicatcti^ 
and  justified,  and  stimulated  by  official  rhetoric? 
Htreioibre  we  could  not  find  an  aigi^ment  in  rela- 
tion to  tnem  in  which  they  were  not  regarded  and 
treated  as  fit  &ubjects  of  deannciaiion.  Will  gen« 
tlemen  of  the  committee  deny  thisi  They  have  de- 
clared there  has  be^n  bp  such  mischief,  and  that» 
even  if  the  pr^iice  existed,  it  would  not  be  a  mis-^ 
chi^;  and  that  it  is  not  only  justifiable,  but  desira^ 
ble  and  praiseworthy;  and  such  is  the  language  of 
the  report  itself.    Sir,  these  are  extraordinary  pr«» 
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p'*  ir  oBf:;  and  what  has  brought  us  to  this  nion- 
sir  Oil  V  and  appalhng  deciflioD?  Sir,  I  caa  well  uo- 
deibiiinJ  that  in  private  affairs,  and  in  a  private 
way,  thiitgsare  done  which  no  man  dart  vindicate 
in  pohhc  affairs,  and  all  know  that  there  has  in  fact 
been  interference  in  tht  elections  by  public  officers. 
But  tif  ver  till  now  has  there  ever  been  the  open  and 
darinjT  avowal  that  the  thing  iti  right  in  principle, 
and  I!:  ii  it  is  one  of  the  political  acts  of  the  coun- 
tiy  winch  is  expedient  and  proper,  and  that  it  is 
desirable  that  it  .«<hould  te  encouraged  by  all  powl- 
ble  means. 

S.r,  principles  make  practice;  and  still  more 
fully  trtie  is  it,  that  practice  makes  principles.  Be- 
cau>e  Ibis  th:Di;  has  been  done,  the  idea  of  it  first 
becomes  familiar,  though  abhorred;  then  it  is  seen 
to  be  necessary  for  the  support  of  party;  and  now 
they  rl^  up  and  declare  thai  these  practices,  which 
luvv  hereiofure  been  denounced  with  epithets 
(Vcr-z  n;;  the  blood,  are  founded  on  correct  prin- 
cip!e:<. 

[Mr.  Wall.  The  gentleman  has  assumed  things 
which  are  uut  in  the  report,  which  I  utterly  deny, 
and  which  are  not  true.] 

Mr.  PahSTON  I  will  show  the  isentleman  that 
he  denies  what  is  true,  and  that  these  principles 
abound  both  in  the  arguments  of  Senators,  and  in 
the  formal  report.  I.  it  were  nat  so,  I  might  not 
regard  it  with  the  same  seriousness.  I  might  think 
it  ihe^  remporary  efferve^cence  of  a  heated  imagi- 
nation on  the  part  of  the  gentlemen  concerned, 
which,  when  sober,  they  would  not  sanction.  But 
the  dociriucs  of  the  report  struck  the  approbation 
of  the  gentlemen  at  once,  as  if  by  an  electric  move- 
ment, ar.d  they  forthwith  sent  them  abroad  in 
thousands  of  ropie»;  as  the  foundation  on  which 
ihe  party  purpose  to  place  these  great  questions. 
Sir,  I  confess  that  I  had  then  made  up  no  judg- 
ment in  regard  to  this  bill.  But  when  this  report 
was  heard,  and  its  principles  suddenly  and  instantly 
received  the  approbation  and  applause  of  gentle- 
men on  the  other  side,  I  shrunk  from  it  appalled. 
And  every  one  of  those  gentlemen,  by  vc  tio^  to 
print  10,000  copies  of  that  report,  has  made  it  his 
otrn,  and  given  it  the  sanction  of  his  nime. 

And,  now,  if  the  gentleman  will  allow  me,  1 
will  proceed  to  show  that  the  principles  of  the  re- 
port are  such  as  I  have  described,  and  that  it  em- 
braces every  principle  to  which  I  have  alluded. 
Well  may  he  be  terrified  at  such  a  spectre,  and  at 
thcboilin?  and  bubbling  clamors  of  the  decoction 
contrived  by  his  own  ingenuity.  Bui  has  he  not 
satd  th^.t  the  principle  of  the  bill,  which  is  to  re- 
strict ihe  interference  of  office  holders  in  elections, 
is  wron?  in  terns;  and  has  not  the  total  rejection 
of  the  bill  involved  necessarily  the  rejection  of 
that  principlel  Has  he  not  denied  the  existence  of 
any  such  interference,  and  denounced  every  part 
and  portion  of  the  bill?  But  I  will  not  make  a 
mere  statement  of  the  contents  of  the  report,  I 
Will  give  its  words,  ipsissima  verha,  its  very  propo- 
fiitions. 

One  of  its  propositions  is,  that  the  elective  right 
of  the  United  Stales  is  universal,  and  not  confined 
to  any  pans  or  portions  of  the  people,  and  there- 
fore it  c  ncludes  that,  as  office  helders  are  all  peo- 
ple and  citizens  of  the  United  estates,  this  circum- 
.stance  guL-rantifs  to  them  the  right  to  be  active  in 
the  elections,  which  cannot  be  infringed.  The  re- 
p<>ri  says-,  page  2: 

"Tha  elective  right  belongs  to  representative  government, 
and  springs  from  its  very  nature:  and  the  very  essence  of  that 
riqht,  under  our  insututinns,  Is  the  right  of  electing  the  mem. 
iMrs  of  the  General  and  Scale  GoTenmeDts 

Here  (said  Mr.  P.)  he  maintains  the  proposition 
that  the  elective risht  is  universal,  not  merely  by  the 
Constitution,  but  from  the  very  nature  of  free  go- 
vernment. He  then  places  Federal  officers  on 
special  grounds  in  reference  to  the  mass  of  the  peo- 
ple, putting  them  above  and  over  them. 

"^The  Tatue  and  the  advantage  of  this  right,  so  fiur  as  reepacts 
the  public  depend  ui^oo  the  Icnonledge  of  pu>iUc  raeasores, 
and  of  the  quaU11ca(ions  of  candidates  for  public  tru<«t;  and, 
consequently,  upon  the  equal  and  unrestricted  freedom  of  dis- 
cuiMing  iheir  comparative  merits  and  demerits.  The  citizen 
whet,  by  ihe  choice  of  hie  fellows,  is  distinguished  by  being  se* 
lected  to  perform  official  duties  and  trusts,  Is  not  thereby  eleva- 
led  above  them,  nor  degraded  below  them.  Ho  parts  with  no 
rights  ofcuiz«:nahip,bui  remains  an  equal  among  equals;  still 
coimcrinl  wiih  them  by  the  strong  and  enduring  ligaments  of 
mutuality  of  rights  and  priviiegps.  Under  our  Constitution, 
ibe  people,  not  the  Goveromeni,  possess  the  sovereignty:  and 
;h«aowitf((#oecaabsopwedQBl7l7(bepowccfta6hBnnof  j 


the  public  voice,  and  no  degrading  sacrifice  of  any  of  the  privi* 
leges  of  citisenship,  or  any  sepnraiinn  from  ihe  communiiy  of 
rights,  feelings,  and  Intsresto,  which  bind  the  people  to  the  Go* 
vemmeni,  Isrequlrsd." 

Here,  sir,  (said«Mr.  P.)  the  hanorable  chairman 
alludes  to  supposed  grounds  of  peculiar  claim;*  to 
the  electoral  right;  arising  from  the  distinction  of 
serving  the  public,  and  of  having  been  S(*lecied 
from  the  Keacral  mass;  and,  cu  the  high  ground  of 
having  been  thus  selected,  is  placed  the  right  of  in- 
terfering, of  persuading  and  dissuading,  in  the  po- 
pular elections.  But  the  honorable  chairman  pro- 
ceeds: 

<*The  object  of  the  Constitution  is  the  protection  of  the  equal 
rights  and  privileges  of  all— ttie  few  as  well  ns  the  many.  Tne 
spirit  of  despotism  is  widely  dilTereni;  erected  upon  the  destruc- 
tion of  the  rights  of  man,  its  main  object  is  to  protect  the  few 
Bgainst  the  many.  Hence  the  policy  of  separating  its  officers 
from  all  sympathy  of  feeling  and  interest  with  the  many,  hjr 
attaching  to  office  attractive  distinctions  and  seductive  privi- 
leges, which  creates  a  distinct  class,  and  elevates  them  above 
the  mass,  or.  by  degradinf?  them  by  unnatural  mutilations,  be- 
low their  follow-men,  prepares  iham  to  become  fit  tnstiuments 
of  arbitrary  Dower.  I>espot8  who  surround  their  thrones  i^iih 
eunuchs  aoa  miKes,  act  upon  the  latter  principle,  and  are  im- 
pelled by  the  instinct  of  fear  to  reeort  to  unnatural  and  unjust 
means  to  retain  what  is  unjustly  acquired.  Happily  our  iiutX- 
tutions,  resting  upon  the  just  foundation  of  popular  rights,  nei- 
ther demand  nor  will  admit  of  the  mutilation  of  the  person  or 
the  privileges  of  citizenship  as  a  prerequisite  for  office." 

Now,  sir,  (said  Mr»  P.)  it  is  somewhat  difficult 
to  perceive  the  course  of  reasoning  of  the  honorable 
chairman.  [Here  Mr.  P.  made  some  remarks  not 
well  heard  by  the  Reporter,  in  which  he  was  under- 
stood to  argue  some  inconsi.^tency  in  the  report  in 
relation  to  protecting  the  few  as  well  as  the  many, 
and  to  insist  that  the  object  and  actual  eflfect  of  the 
English  election  laws  was  to  protect  the  many 
against  the  few,  and  that  this  was  precisely  what 
was  now  proposed  by  the  bill.  He  thought  the  ar- 
gument of  the  report  on  this  point  was  greatly  con- 
fused, even  if  it  was  not  full  of  sophistry.] 

But,  says  the  honorable  chairman,  (proceeded 
Mr.  P.)  <'the  object  of  the  bill  is  to  render  what  is 
lawful  and  praiseworthy,  and  in  strict  conformity 
,boih  with  the  letter  and  spirit  of  our  institutions,  for 
all  citizens,  criminal  in  a  particular  class,  who  have 
been  honored  by  the  confidence  of  the  people  of  the 
whole  States.*'  Now,  sir,  I  hold  him  to  his  words 
in  the  face  of  his  denial  that  I  had  quoted  him 
rightly.  Praiseworthy!  Praiseworthy!  I  have 
said  that  he  represented  the  interference  of  Federal 
officers  in  elections  as  deserving  of  eulogy;  and  has 
not  he  pronounced  it  praiseworthy?  I  said  that  he 
vindicated  it;  and  does  he  not  say  that  it  is  praise- 
worihyl  What,  sir,  is  the  object  of  the  bill?  It  is 
to  prevent  interference  in  electidns.  This  is  not 
disputed.  But  the  report  says  the  object  of  the 
bill  is  to  render  that  illegal  which  is  praiseworthy. 
This  interference,  the  bill  implies,  is  wrong,  and 
demands  legislation;  but  the  report  in  terms  not 
only  denounces  this,  but  goes  much  further,  by 
vindicating  such  interference,  and  declaring  it 
praiseworthy;  thus  eulogizing  it,  while  the  object  of 
the  bill  is  declared  odious  because  it  provides  to  do 
away  that  which  is  praiseworthy;  and  the  whole 
argument  of  the  repoit  goes  to  this  result.  But  to 
the  extract : 

"The  object  of  the  bill  is  to  render  what  is  lawful  and 
praiseworthy,  and  in  strict  conformity  with  both  the  letter  and 
spirit  uf  our  institutions,  fur  all  citizens,  criminal  in  a  particu- 
lar diss,  who  have  been  honored  by  the  confidence  of  the  people 
of  the  whole  States.  It  is  not  to  puniuh  a  crime  malum  in  s«. 
but  to  create  a  new  crime.  It  is  not  to  punish  bribery  and 
corruption,  the  robbery  of  Uie  ballot  box,  th ;  suppressiou  or 
forging  of  returns,  or  usurpation  or  neglect  oi  official  duty  In 
giving  effect  to  the  will  of  the  majority  m  elections,  but  the  nee 
ot  pertuantm  or  diMnuuion,  of  mtermeddHng  to  control  or  in- 
fluence voters  by  means  that  are  lawful  and  right  la  others.'' 

The  very  terms  (said  Mr.  P.)  which  are  used  in 
the  bill  of  the  Senator  from  Kentucky^and  this  in- 
termeddling of  these  officers  is  the  precise  thing 
which  tha  gentleman  calls  praiseworthy. 

Sir,  let  us  pause  a  moment.  It  is  not,  say^  the 
gentleman,  tMlum  in  m,  an  offence  in  itself.  Sir, 
the  gentleman  is  a  lawyer,  and  let  me  ask  him,  is 
there  no  political  oficnce  subject  to  legislation  but 
what  is  malum  in  te?  Is  there  any  one  in  the  whole 
catalogue  of  political  offences  which  is  mmlum  in 
H?  If  the  gentleman  should  find  out  that  the  bal- 
lot box  has  been  abstracted  after  the  polls  were 
fully  made  up,  is  that  malum  in  sef  Is  to  offer  or 
take  a  bribe  malum  in  h7  Is  it  a  thing  at  which 
Nature  revolts  as  criminal  in  itself?  Sir,  all  these 
are  but  creatures  of  the  law,  conventional  crimes, 
depending  on  broad  and  general  principles;  and  yei 
the  Senater  from  Ketucky  is  censured  because  thi^ 
thins  is  not  makm  in  le.    Bat  the  report  proceeds : 


**Evonr  citizeo  ought  to  qualify  himself  by  stiMly,  con^  _ 
tion,  and  every  other  maaosof  acquiriag  Jmowledge,  to  oodsr- 
staad  the  theory  and  principles  ot  our  lostitutloni^  and  to  as- 
ceruia  the  best  mode  of  administering  them  in  ihoir  true  spirit, 
so  as  loproroorstbe  greatest  good  or  iho  gtoaiest  Dumber,  and 
to  render  hlmselfeapable  of  duKbaigiog  any  truM  that  may  be 
conferred  on  him  by  bis  fellow-clliseiis." 

It  is  their  duty  to  do  all;  to  agitate,  to  discuss, 
to  enter  into  an  interference  illimitable,  in  direct 
contact  with  elections,  is  declared  not  only  to  be 
praiseworthy  by  the  committee,  and  good  in  itself, 
but  they  simultaneously  announce  that  it  is  noi 
only  right  and  praiseworthy,  but  it  is  a  duty  to 
make  use  of  patronage  and  power  in  elections,  to 
take  the  lead  and  control  them,  (for  the  very  word 
control  is  used.)  And  now,  sir,  will  the  honorable 
gentleman  tell  me  that  he  does  not  rally  the  office 
holders  to  imerferetice  in  the  electionsl  That  he 
is  not  contravening  in  terms  the  purpose  and  object 
of  the  bill  by  declaring  it  the  duty  of  Federal  offi- 
cers to  control  the  electionsl  And  is  not  this  using 
a  piiwer  of  interference  in  elections,  against  which 
they  ought  to  be  freel 

But  further,  sir,  the  report  says: 

"It  is  as  well  his  right  ot  his  dutv  to  dismiss  aod  pronideB 
freely  the  measures  of  any  Administration,  and  the  cfaaiaraer 
and  conduct  of  those  who  support  or  oppose  it,  as  well  to  coo- 
trol  them  by  the  censorship  of  public  opinion  aa  to  subgca 
them  to  the  test  of  the  Constitution." 

To  control  them  by  the  censorship  of  pnhUe 
opinion  !  The  public  officer  is  bound  to  advocate 
or  contest  against  the  men  and  meaaures  of  an  . 
Administration,  thus  controlling  them  ,ai|d  working 
them^telves  up  into  a  censorship  of  public  opiaiutt; 
that  is,  any  public  opiuion  which  may  be  held  by 
the  office  holders  of  the  country,  for  that  by  the 
committee  is  made  the  standard  to  which  the  ads 
and  the  character  of  an  Administration  are  to  be 
referred;  that  is,  to  the  public  opinion  which 
they  make  it  the  duty  of  the  office  holders  to  estab- 
lish. 

The  report  says  further,  "In  doing  so  lie  may 
win  the  confidence  of  his  fellow  citizens** — aa  ema- 
nation from,  and  a  dependant  on,  the  Executive — 
"by  his  declared  opinions,  or  may  become  identifi- 
ed with  some  great  principle  which  concilia  tea  their 
support.'* 

Sir,  the  report  not  only  declares  it  hia  doty,  bat 
furnishes  reasons  and  arguments  why  he  sbooid  go 
forward  and  endeavor  to  identify  himself  w2h 
some  great  principle;  and  what  will  that  prioeiple 
be  in  tacti  The  principle  of  self-prcserratioa — 
my  bread,  my  office,  my  support — they  vill  be  led 
by  that  prioeiple,  and  a  control  over  the  eleeiions  to 
the  great  end  sanctifying  this  principle  of  self-pr^ 
servation. 

But  the  gentleman  denies  ihat  he  has  Tiadjcalsd 
this  interferenee,  while  in  his  report  he  says,  "All 
this  is  innocent  and  praiseworthy.  Yes,  sir,  all 
this  interference  in  every  possible  way  and  m  evcrj 
possible  extent  is  not  only  innocent,  bat  praisrwor- 
thy.  And  further,  and  more  than  this,  1  have  ad- 
verted to  the  usual  motive  of  the  inierierenee,  asm 
reason  why  it  should  not  take  place;  and  whyl  Be- 
cause that  motive  is  selfish,  having  no  direct  lefer- 
ence  whatever  to  the  public  good.  But  this  nasem 
the  gentleman  has  rejected.  He  assures  qs»  fint^ 
that  the  motive  for  interference  is  such,  and  ihea 
he  vindicates  the  proceeding  on  the  ground  that  tha 
motive  is  corrupL    Hear  him: 

'^AII  this  is  innocent  end  praise wortliy,  eren  ifcko  motive  is 
the  acquisition  of  office,  becauee  it  promotes  the  poblic  good" 

All  this  the  genileman  encourages  and  stimulates 
to  it,  for  all  he  says  is  not  only  innocent,  but  praise- 
wor  by,  even  if  it  is  done  with  no  motive  but  the 
acquisition  of  office.  Sir,  this  coarse  of  arga- 
ment  wonld  revolt  the  mind  and  conscience  of  lla- 
chlavel. 

Sir,  what  is  the  purity  and  absence  of  corrapiioa 
in  our  in>itiiuticn.s?  What  is  the  great  safegasid 
of  our  righb?  What  is  the  broad  principle  o£ 
sufifrage  which  lies  at  the  bottom  of  oar  insiiia- 
tiouii?  It  is  purity  of  motives,  patriotism,  and  pob- 
1  c  good,  moving  and  directing  the  vote  of  eveiy  ci- 
tizen. And  yet  this  report,  with  nnappaUed  sicm 
enters  the  very  penetralia  of  the  temple  of  tjwdma, 
and  gives  this  cup  of  pollution  to  the  officers  tfaes- 
selves,  and  says,  this  is  the  sacrifice;  take  no  cue 
as  to  your  political  motive,  which  by  admiaioa  is 
known  to  be  unworthy  to  fxist,  for  though  it  is  tke 
corrupt  motive  of  office-seeking,  it  is  not  ibe  lev  to 
be  received,  and  is  even  more  to  be  valiMd  »*>an  ^ 
regud  fof  ^^  people. 
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To  prevent  the  interference  of  Federal  officers  in  elections — Mr,  Preston* 


•^enatc. 


An<i  new,  Mr.  Fresideot,  have  1  rightly  charsc- 
lerized  ihis  report?  I  have  useJ  perfect  freedom 
with  its  doctrines,  bot  lo  wound  the  g«ntlernan;  bat 
the  report  it&elf  sets  an  example  of  a  streogih  ot' 
Jangqage  and  tone  of  deoanciation  which  doubly 
surpass^  all  to  which  I  aiay  have  been  excittd  ; 
and  if,  in  the  execQiion  of  this  document,  drawn 
up  in  the  closet,  under  a  sense  of  the  respr^asibiiiiy 
of  sending  it  abroad  as  the  manifesto  of  the  leading 
principles  of  the  parly,  if  in  all  this  what  was  due 
lo  candor  and  decoram  was  forgotten,  Burely  I  may 
be  indulged  in  some  freedom  of  remark  on  so  un- 
common a  production.  But  if  I,  for  words  used  in 
denouncing  it,  should  fail  of  excuse,  and  with  the 
bill  itself  and  the  Senator  from  ICentucky  should 
ako  be  denoonced,  I  will  at  least  ask  the  indul- 
gence of  the  Senate  when  I  say  that  great  freedom 
of  debate  ought  to  be  allowed  on  adocnment  which 
is  itself  covered  all  over  with  the  spirit  of  vitu- 
peration, 

I  have  now  proved,  sir,  that  the  principle  and 
.  policy  of  the  bill  is  not  only  contradicted  and  con- 
travened by  the  report,  but  that  »•  i''>-'»«fi'«  naJ  eu- 
logizes the  interference  of  Executive  « .aw«  .  in  elec- 
tions, and  not  only  so,  but  prescribes  it  as  u  duty 
to  be  performed  by  them  all. 

The  report  says  further: 

"Is  it  (the  diacriminatioQ  made  by  tho  bill  l>eiwe«n  'one  fet 
of  fnncuooariee  of  tho  Federal  Oovorr/iiCMi,  ail  those  of  tlio 
SHaie  Govemmenup,  the  oflkers  oi  iho  corporatione  of  Meocla- 
led  wealth,  and  a  few  proiicribed  men  upon  whom  thia  bill  patu 
aga^  and  reliers']  to  guard  against  tlif  corrupting  influence  and 
p«uronage  of  the  Federal  Admhiistration?    If  so,  the  effect  of 

•  Uw  bill  would  be  sull  more  objectionable,  as,  in  degrading  them 
by  taking  from  them  the  rights  common  to  all  others,  it  would 
prepare  them  to  became  th<3  willing  insirumeots  of  corruiHion 
or  ambition." 

And  yet,  (^aid  Mr.  P.)  it  is  settled  by  the  report 
that  these  officers  may  in  their  own  behalf  act  as 

•  instrument?  of  cor rop lion,  because  it  is  for  the  pub- 
lic good,  and  surely  ambition  is  not  less  praise- 
worthy.   Bat  further: 

^Thiabtit  would  create  a  caste  among  office  holders,  deriv- 
ing their  authority  from  the  same  high  source,  the  people,  and 
rr^quiring  the  same  high  qualificatiuns  to  discharge  their  duties. 
Those  enumerated  would  he  degraded  by  the  reiry  acceptance 
of  ofllce,  which  would  cut  them  ofTttom  all  ideniuy  of  feelmg, 
interest, and  sympathy  with  their  fellow  citixens,  by  the  voIud- 
Liry  mutilation  of  the  rery  manhood  of  citizenship.  It  converts 
ihnae^fllcers  Into  mute^.  It  enforces  temporary  outlawry  of 
she  dearest  aad  most  inestimable  rights  of  dtizenship  wifh  a 
penalty  suspended  over  their  heads  during  the  conUnuance  of 
ofiic&  which  may  be  cut  by  a  word,  message,  wHting,  or  even 
a  look,  and  dooms  them  to  tMCome  ou'caata^  political  lepers. 
They  would  be  dishonored  by  the  very  act  of  surrendeiing 
s»uch  rights  for  the  mercenary  motives  of  pecuniary  gain  and 
rewardsof  ofllce,  and  proclaim  thempel res  slaves,  ant)  the  fit 
tastrament»for  making  slaves  of  others.  They  would  find  the 
.  Im^es  of  slavery  and  dishonor  written  upon  their  commie- 
sions." 

Well  noflf,  sir,  (said  Mr  P.)  the  officer  is  not  fo 
be  thus  degraded  and  prevented  from  inK  rfsring  in 
'  elections;  and  if  h?»  does  not  reject  his  office  umler 
sach  condition*  with  disdain,  ho  is  mercenary  and 
corrapt,  and  he  is  a  fit  instrument  for  power  to  use 
in  effecting  its  corrupt  or  ambitious  purposes,  if  he 
^ill  consent  to  be  appointed  to  office  on  the?e 
terms.  Yet  the  report  says  that  if  he  endeavors  t) 
control  and  influence  the  polls  for  the  purpose  of 
attaining  office,  1:  does  not  disqualify  him;  "all 
this  \&  innocent  and  praiseworthy,  even  if  the  mo- 
tive is  the  acquisiiion  of  office;"  but  he  would  be  a 
meroeaary  and  corrnpt  tool  if  be  would  forego  the 
privilege  of  interference. 

I  will  oiakettne  more  remark  as  to  the  intention 
of  the  comm-.iiec  in  this  report  lo  contrAvene  the 
bill.  On  the  8rh  page  they  say:  "The  commitiee 
vill  only  advert  to  one  other  objection  to  the  poli- 
cy of  the  bill.'*  And  what,  sir,  is  the  policy  of  the 
bilJI  It  is  to  prevent  inicrfercnce  in  elections. 
Ar.d  what  do  they  say  against  that  policy  of  the 
bill? 

**Its  obvious  tendency  is  to  alienate  the  people  from  (he 
Federal  Oovcmment,  by  infosinfA  jealousy  of  its  ffowcni  and 
its  officers,  by  unjust  discriminillons  between  the  two  sets  of 
fnnciionaries  chosen  by  the  peo)»le,  to  carry  on  the  two  co-or- 
dinate departments  of  ihc  one  single  and  ifitesral  Onveniment 
frtrmed  by  the  compact  of  the  Atates;  to  array  the  State  Govern- 
ment  and  its  lunctionnHes  against  the  Fe^leral  Government  and 
ivt  functionaries,  and  thus  gradually  to  undermine  or  weaktti 
it,  bytreattagas  alien<«  in  the  State  Governments  those  who 
accept  ofileo  under  the  Federal  Government  In  short,  its  ten  • 
dency  would  be  to  ^alienate  one  portion  of  the  coimiry  from  the 
rest,  and  to  enfeeble  the  sacred  ti?s  which  now  linlc  together  ihe 
various  partus' and  thei«fore,  i^  the  opiuion  of  the  comioUlec, 
it  ought  10  be  resisted  in  the  beHool^^*" 

And  here,  Mr.  Presid^^i^  is  the  general  summing 
op  of  the  whole  report  |w  ^  siogte  sentence,  in  the 
last  remark,  which  ^n^kl^f^es  an^  contravenes  ihe 
whole  polic/  9ifd  ^iy'^^bich  is  at  (he  bottom  of 


the  bill  itself.  And  what  is  that?  It  is  to  pre- 
vent the  jealousy  of  the  people  against  office  hold- 
ers. And  what  is  especially  taken  for  granted  in 
ibis  report  i«,  that  the  office  holders  and  the  people 
are  all  one,  and  this  is  done  with  a  view  to  prevent 
that  very  jealousy.  Sir,  what  is  the  price  of  our 
liberty  and  of  oar  free  Government,  and  how  are 
we  to  .«astain  them  1  It  is  by  eternal  vigilance 
alone  that  public  liberty  can  be  maintained;  and  it 
is  \  y  this  very  jealousy,  denounced  and  deprecated 
by  this  report,  by  this  jealousy  alone,  unslumber- 
ing  and  undyin^r,  thatovr  form  of  Government  can 
be  preserved.  It  is  passed  into  a  proverb,  that  only 
by  jealousy  and  watchfuUie&s  can  a  free  Govern- 
mer.tbe  long  maintained.  Sir,  what  is  Govern- 
ment in  its  very  nature?  Is  it  not  the  concentra- 
tion of  power  from  the  many  in  the  hands  of  the 
few,  which  is  ever  more  or  less  liable  to  be  inrned 
by  them  against  the  public  liberty  ?  Are  n(>t  we 
simply  a  part  of  the  Government  in  whom  power 
rt  sides,  and  have  we  not  now  unanimously  and 
exclusively  acted  on  the  ostensible  ground  of  the 
jeal'usy  of  power,  the  one  side  denouncing  tlu-s  bill 
as  tyrannical,  and  the  other  justly  regarding  it  as  a 
salntnry  and  necessary  measure  in  giving  elToct  to 
this  very  jealousy  of  power?  And  yet  this  report 
insisrs  that  the  people  mast  be  lulled,  that  they  must 
not  be  separated  or  alienated  from  their  fellow- 
citizi'ns,  tbe  holders  of  office,  by  any  kind  of  jea- 
lousy, but  receive  them  to  their  bosoms  as  equal 
brothers  in  one  common  interest,  and  be  carried 
along  OR  one  common  stream  of  sympathy  with  of'- 
fice  holders,  and  as  unsuspecting  sacrifices,  per- 
chance, to  the  iron  embrace  of  a  despot.  Nor  does 
this,  even,  give  a  full  and  sufficient  view  of  theargn- 
meni  of  the  report,  which  is,  that  we  should  not  be 
jealous  of  oarselves,  nor  divided  from  ourselves;  and 
what  more  than  this  coald  be  said  to  lull  ns  into 
security  in  regard  to  the  Government,  and  to  close 
the  eyes  of  the  people  against  the  eternally  en- 
croaching spirit  of  power?  Sir,  what  sort  of  an 
argument  is  it  to  say  that  this  is  to  divide  one  por- 
tion of  th«  people  from  the  other,  and  to  enfeeble 
the  sacred  ties  that  link  them  together?  What  lan- 
guage is  this?  The  (government  is  to  be  preserved 
by  the  strong  domination  of  aspirants,  being  re- 
garded as  simple  portions  of  the  people  of  the  coun- 
try; and  this  argument  is  pressed  for  the  purpose  of 
blindfolding  the  people  to  the  movements  of  Execu- 
tive power,  as  if  it  were  also  for  the  purpose  of 
surrendering  our  rights.  Bind  together  portions  of 
the  country!  And  what  portions?  The  office- 
holder«,  the  postmasters,  and  the  people;  these  are 
to  be  bound  together,  and  they  are  to  listen  unani- 
mously to  the  aiy  office  holders  at  elections,  em- 
brace them  as  brothers,  and  give  them  their  confi- 
dence, and  wish  them  prosperity;  and  if  this  is  not 
done,  the  tendency  is  to  divide  one  portion  of  the 
country  from  the  resi,  and  enfeeble  the  sacred  ties 
that  now  hnk  together  its  various  parts  1  Ay,  sir, 
these  are  the  sacred  ties  of  the  office  holders  and 
peopic  which  are  bound  around  us;  and  it  ought  to 
cover  our  cheeks  with  shame  that  we  have  permit- 
ted these  tie:»  thus  to  be  put  around  us.  But  let 
tliese  ties,  and  those  who  make  them,  beware.  The 
time  may  come  when  the  people,  perceiving  the 
kind  of  brotherhood  in  which  they  are  linked,  will 
snap  these  ties  asunder. 

Now  I  think,  Mr.  President  and  Senators,  I  have 
shown  that  the  policy  of  this  measure  is  distinctly 
contravened  by  the  report;  and  that  interference  in 
the  elections  has,  by  the  highest  cmsiderat  ens  of 
honor  and  duty,  been  inculcated  on  office  holders. 
This  result  has  been  reached  in  an  oblique  manner 
by  the  committee,  rather  than  by  any  direct  action 
on  the  bill  iiself.  And  allow  me  to  remark,  though 
in  no  spirit  of  giving  offence,  that  I  have  come  to 
the  conclusion  thai  this  whole  repojtis  absolutely 
incompatible  with  the  opinion*  and  principles  of 
some  gentlemen  of  tho  Republican  party;  and  it  i« 
not  in  the  nature  of  things  that  gentlemen  who,  in 
the  earlier  portion  of  their  lives,  have  been  devoted 
to  principles  different  from  those  of  the  resolutions 
of  1793,  should  come  to  a  just  conclusion  on  the 
principles  of  those  resolutions,  or  understand  the 
premises  from  which  they  derive  their  deductions. 
Gentlemen  who  were  Federalists  in  ancient  times, 
now  propose  to  build  up  a  new  theory  of  govern- 
ment op  the  doctrines  of  Republicanism. 


Mr.  President,  it  may  not  be,  it  is  not  possible, 
that  he  who  in  his  youth  has  b^en  indurated  in  his 
advocacy  fer  power  will  be  found  in  his  age  with  a 
disposition  to  pull  down  that  power.  These  prin- 
ciples of  freedom  are  peculiarly  congenial  to  the 
counstfls  of  young  and  ardent  bosoms.  But  when 
in  early  life  all  this  has  been  rejected,  when  the 
youth  of  twenty-one  does  not  feel  the  fire  of  Gre- 
cian and  Roman  liberty,  he  may  indeed  believe  m 
after-life  that  he  is  approaching  the  great  doctrines 
of  Repoblicanism.  But  it  cannot  be.  In  jouth 
and  ligeit  is  the  same  in  politics  as  in  love;  and 
for  a  man  to  grow  republican  by  age,  is  equally 
absurd  as  if  he  shou  d  pass  his  youth  in  utter  cold- 
ness and  apathy  to  the  feeling  of  love,  and  then  in 
his  old  age  should  assume  or  affect  the  passions 
and  emotions  appropriate  to  his  younger  years.  It 
cannot  be,  It  fias  been  said  that  the  young  man 
who  is  not  a  Democrat  is  a  fool,  and  the  old  man 
who  becomes  so  is  a  kn&ve.  It  is  the  natural  trn- 
denoy  of  things.  I  can  well  imagine  that  in  youth 
a  man  may  struggle  against  free  notions,  and  in 
after-life  he  may  endeavor  to  square  his  principle^; 
to  the  state  of  things  in  which  he  finds  himself 
under  free  institutions,  and  while  his  heart  grows 
cold  and  his  head  hot,  he  may  fflncy  that  he  is 
changed  in  his  political  principles.  Bui  ii  is  alto- 
gether a  mistake.  Once  a  Federalist  is  always  a 
Federalist;  and  I  venture  the  auertion  that  no  gen- 
tleman who  in  his  younger  days  has  denounced  the 
truth  of  the  resolutions  of  1798,  and  seceded  irom 
them,  whatever  may  be  his  motives,  will  find  his 
heart  warm  toward  them  in  after-life.  And, 
therefore,  I,  for  one,  who  was  born  under  the  in- 
fluence of  these  principles,  had  them  infused  into 
me  duiing  the  whole  of  my  youth,  and  have 
cherished  them  ever  since  as  the  breath  of  life,  will 
not  pirmit  myself  to  be  schooled  in  these  doctriue.s 
by  those  who  in  their  youth  have  been  devoted  tv» 
different  and  opposite  principles.  Not  that  I  in- 
tend these  remarks  but  in  the  most  general  sense, 
for  I  am  not  one  of  those  who  denounce  the  Fede- 
ral party.  They  were  a  high-minded,  intelligent, 
and  generous  party.  But  they  were  wrong,  though 
they  were  apparently  following  that  great  light  of 
a  glorious  horizon,  who  was  regarded  as  one  of  the 
party.  But  even  if  theirs  were  the  notions  of 
Washington,  I  humbly  think  those  notions  were 
wrong,  and  I  do  not  believe  them.  I  have  rejected 
them  from  my  earliest  days,  and  have  adopted  the 
resolutions  of  1798.  On  these  resolutions  gentle- 
men propose  now  to  proceed,  and  I  have  discussed 
their  construction  and  application  of  them,  con- 
trasted with  their  construction  and  application  by 
the  Senators  from  Kentucky  and  Virginia,  [Messrs. 
Crittenden  and  Rives,]  who  are  bt^th  native  to 
these  resolutions.  They  may  be  mistaken,  but  I 
would  in  preference  cling  to  them;  and  I  am  not  to 
be  told  that  such  gentlemen  as  they  are,  are  to  be 
schooled  by  those  who  have  ever  differed  from 
them  on  the  great  principles  on  which  our  Revolu- 
tion and  Government  were  founded. 

And  now,  sir,  what  application  has  been  made 
of  the  e  glorious  principles  in  the  present  case? 
And  what  are  the  principles  of  the  resolutions  of 
1798,  and  for  what  purpose  were  ihcy  drawn  up 
and  adoptrd?  It  vas  on  a  question  between  the 
State  and  General  Governments  in  respect  to  their 
relative  powers,  and  their  (object  was  to  define  and 
lay  down  the  legitimate  powers  of  the  General  Go- 
vernment, for  the  purp'^se  of  vindicatins  the  rights 
of  the  States,  and  of  comparing  thtm  wjth  iho-e  ef 
the  General  Government.  And  what  did  thcb^  re- 
s<>lutions  inculcate?  They  urg^d  restriction  upon 
this  Government.  This  Government  had  iran'i- 
cended  its  power*?,  by  abstracting  aiid  appropriat- 
ing to  itself  the  powers  ef  the  States,  and  a  war  was 
waged  by  means  of  these  resolutions  against  \hh 
Government  and  Its  office  hoKlcrs,  on  the  part  of 
the  States  and  their  offi  *.e  holders,  to  prevent  the 
interference  and  encroachments  of  the  general 
authorities.  And  yet  the  doctrines  of  this  report 
arc  laid  down  now  to  establish  the  principle  that 
this  interference  is  praiseworthy;  that  it  is  the  duty 
of  the  General  Government  lo  make  it,  and  that  it 
is  desirable  in  every  respect.  That  is  the  principle, 
and  it  is  attempted  to  be  established  on  the  ground 
of  our  second  Bill  of  Rights — the  resolutions  of 
1798— bemuse  that  sectued  to  all  equal  rights.  All 
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this  is  ihe  resuii  of  the  fuodamental  and  irradicable 
mistake  that  the  officers  of  this  Gk>verDment  are 
the  true  people.  That  radical  mistake,  owing  to 
the  school  in  which  gentlemen  have  been  nurtared, 
never  can  be  worn  off,  that  the  office  holders  and 
the  Government  are  the  people;  and  in  prescribing 
(he  rights  of  the  office  holders  and  the  Government, 
they  have  but  to  make  a  transcription  of  the  rights 
<.f  the  people. 

But  who  are  the  office'^holders?  Are  the  office 
holders  the  people?  The  report  goes  on  the  ground 
rf  protecting  the  guarantied  rights  of  the  people. 
But  are  they  (he  people,  in  any  meaning  of  the 
terms?  In  all  political  meanings,  the  Government 
and  the  people  are  disconnpcted  and  divided.  The 
Gavernment  is  to  be  guarded  and  limited;  but  is 
that  true  of  the  people?  Are  not  the  office  holders 
part  and  parcel  of  the  Government  of  the  United 
States;  and,  |in  guarding  against  them,  do  you  not 
guard  against  the  Government?  These  officers  em- 
braeed  by  the  bill  hold  their  office  at  the  will  of  the 
Executive;  and  are  they  not  a  portion  of  the  Go- 
vernment? The  Grovernment  consists  of  three  de- 
pa  rimen  ts,  one  of  wiiich  is  the  Executive;  and  are  they 
not  Executive  officers?  They,  therefore,  in  a  most 
important  sense,  are  a  part  of  the  Government; 
and  on  this,  from  its  very  nature,  you  impose  re- 
strictions. 

It  has  been  repealed,  tilt  the  words  are  almost 
disgusting,  that  Executive  power  has  increased, 
i«  increasing,  pnd  ought  to  be  diminished.  And 
are  these  officers  not  part  and  parcel  of  the  Execu- 
tive? Gentlemen  talk  about  patting  fetters  on  the 
people;  but  on  whose  hands  do  we  propose  to  put 
fetters?  It  is  on  the  Briarean  hands  of  power, 
which  the  President  has  emphatically  proclaimed 
to  be  his  own  handf>,  and  in  their  official  functions 
and  tenure,  as  I  said  before,  they  are  part  and  par- 
cel of  the  Executive—the  mere  ministers  of  his 
will;  and  here,  (on  Mr.  P*s  desl^,)  in  a  somewhat 
unwieldy  shape,  are  papers  from  the  celebrated  Pre- 
sident Jackson,  in  which  he  maintains  the  doctrine 
that  they  are  to  report  every  pan  of  their  doings 
to  the  Executive;  that  they  are  but  an  emanation 
from  his  centre  light,  exercLsing  his  functions,  and 
that  he  is  Presidrnt  in  and  over  them  all,  and,  an- 
nihilating lime  and  space,  he  in  effect  is  every 
where,  and  at  every  time  presents  That  is  bis  lan- 
guage when  he  was  President.  But  I  will  not 
trouble  the  Senate  any  further,  for  they  know  his 
doctrines  on  this  point.  This  then,  is  a  portion  of 
the  Executive,  through  whom  we  propose  to  re- 
strict the  President  himself,  when  acting  in  this 
way. 

Well,  sir,  will  the  gentleman  go  on  to  the  mon- 
strous conclusion  that  in  forging  fetters  for  the 
Executive  we  are  forging  fetters  for  ourselves? 
That  we  are  not  only  not  to  be  jealous  of  him,  but 
that  he  is  amalgamated  with  ourselves?  And  will 
he  believe  thai  when  we  put  fetters  on  the  Execu- 
tive, we  in  fact  put  them  on  the  hands  of  the  peo- 
ple? Sir,  I  know  full  well  how  much  more  easily 
a  delusion  of  this  kind  may  arise  in  our  Govern- 
ment, than  in  the  British  or  any  other  monarchical 
Government,  and  it  is  true  that  there  is  danger  of 
an  imperceptible  increasing  of  Executive  power 
unknown  to  us  from  this  circumstance,  that  the 
Executive  is  but  an  emanation  from  the  people; 
he  is  the  individual,  for  Ihe  time  being,  whom  the 
people  delight  to  honor,  and  thus,  when  fetters  are 
imposed  on  the  Ex  ^culive,  he  and  his  snppori- 
ers  can  all  the  more  readily  persuade  ui  that  they 
are  imposed  on  the  people  themselves.  General 
Jacksr  n  took  the  ground  boldly  that  he  was  the 
people,  the  very  impersonation  of  the  Democracy, 
that  he  represented  the  Democracy,  and  he  argued 
that  all  the  powers  of  the  people  were  in  his  own 
persi  n,  that  he  was  to  be  looked  to  as  a  50und  im- 
personation of  the  people,  providing  and  control- 
Jing  every  thing.  Ay,  sir,  and  he  did;  he  trampled 
down  every  thing  that  came  in  his  way,  even  to  the 
Capitol  itself;  at  one  fearful  blow  he  crushed 
us,  and  the  record  of  our  shame  is  to  be 
found  in  the  Proclamation  and  law  in  re- 
gard to  South  Carolina.  Sir,  the  legitimate 
effects  of  his  doctrine  on  this  point  were  fell 
everywhere,  and  it  was  felt  because  General  Jack* 
5(>n  wa^  rpg?»rded  as  the  impersonation  of  the  De- 
mocracy ui'  ihc  Whole  coantry.    And  he  was  so; 


an>4,  in  consequence,  the  Government  was  turned 
topsy-turvy.  But  this  was  not  our  Government, 
this  was  not  a  Republican  Government  with  dis- 
tinct and  different  departments.  Sir,  the  vtry  ob- 
ject of  your  occupying  that  chair  is  to  watch  the 
Executive.  And  are  gentlemen  to  tell  us  that  to 
forge  manacles  for  that  power  is  to  forge  them  for 
the  people?  De  Tocqueville  speaks  of  the  danger 
of  our  Executive  power  as  compara  ively  immi- 
nent and  alarming,  for  in  the  contest  between  the 
crown  and  the  people,  at  every  doubtful  or  suspi- 
eioua  movement  of  the  Executive,  many  are 
alarmed  for  their  rights,  and  rise  up  at  once;  but 
in  this  country,  where  the  people  feel  that  the  Pre- 
sident is  an  emanation  from  themselves,  they  are 
liable  to  argue  that  when  he  augments  his  own 
power,  it  is  for  the  people,  and  thus  every  Execu- 
tive may  go  on  in  the  acquisition  of  the  propter 
power  of  the  Legislature  and  the  Judiciary.  And 
we  have  all  been  mutually  waging  war  against 
each  other  as  dilTerent  branches  of  the  Gh)vernment, 
but  none  for  the  people;  yet  it  was  a  war  of  one 
branch  against  another.  And  we  have,  in  fact, 
permitted  the  power  of  oae  man  to  rule  the  coun- 
try; and  now  we  have  a  proposition,  settled  as  far 
as  the  approbation  of  this  Senate  is  concerned,  that 
Executive  office  holders  are  the  people.  Sir,  it  does 
not  require  to  go  one  inch  further  to  prove  that  the 
President  is  the  people. 

Before  I  proceed  to  answer  another  branch  of 
the  subject,  I  wish  to  advert  to  two  alleged  and 
principal  facts  which  serve  as  the  foundation  of 
this  report,  and  I  will  show  that  no  such  facts  ex- 
ist. On  page  3d  of  the  report  it  is  stated  as  a  fact, 
and  an  inceptive  principle  on  which  the  committee 
r*»sied,  that  ihe  State  Governments  have  made  no 
discrimination  between  thp  mass  of  their  citizens 
and  the  office  holders  of  ihe  General  Gh>vernment. 
Now,  sir,  the  fact  is  exactly  the  opposite;  for  such 
is  the  habitual  jealousy  of  the  States,  and  their 
watchfulness  of  your  power,  that  i  believe  in  eve- 
ry State  there  is  a  fundamental  law  forbidding  the 
officers  ot  the  United  States  Government  from 
holding  any  office  ^f  profit  %t  trust  in  the  gift  of  the 
State.  The  very  fact  of  holding  office  under  ihis 
Government  is  regarded  as  a  disfranchisement  in 
all  the  States  of  the  Union.  But  I  beg  leave  to 
quote  the  language  of  the  report: 

"Happily  ourinstiluiion^  resting  npon  the  just  foundation  of 
f)opular  righl>,  neither  demand  nor  will  admit  of  the  m  utila- 
tioQ  of  the  person  or  the  pririlegea  of  citizenship,  aa  a  prerequi- 
aite  for  office.  Under  the  exiatine  lawa,  a  citixen  of  a  State 
does  not  by  accepting  any  of  the  ofncei  (designated  in  the  bill) 
under  the  Federal  Goyernment,  forfeit  any  of  the  righta  and 
privileges  which  belong  to  him  as  a  citizen  of  a  diata." 

Forfeits  no  right !  Sir,  he  is  disfranchised  if  he 
holds  office  under  this  Government.  And  what  is 
the  fact  in  regard  to  the  soldiery  of  the  United 
Slates?  And  or  what  principle  can  you  disfran- 
chise a  soldier  any  more  than  an  office  holder,  if 
these  rights  are  inherent  in  him  as  a  citizen?  Un- 
questionably you  have  in  that  case  no  such  right. 
Yet  a  United  States  soldier  does  not  vote;  and  gen- 
tlemen from  all  parts  of  the  House,  wta  voce,  have 
declared  that  the  office  holders  are  the  enlisted  sol- 
diers of  the  Executive,  thus  identified  as  the  very 
persons  who  are  disfranchised.  And  yet  these  per- 
sons who  are  thus  characterized  as  enlisted  soldiers, 
it  is  now  declared  are  not  to  be  disfranchised,  while 
the  whole  army  proper  of  8,000  or  10,000  are  so  in 
fact. 

Mr.  President,  the  report  proceeds  to  make 
another  assertion  which  is  altogether  at  variance 
with  fact,  and  which  is  the  fatal  source  of  all  the 
evil  principles  which  flow  out  of  it;  and  to  that  I 
beg  the  attention  of  the  Senate.  It  is  the  alleged 
fact  that  office  holders  are  appointed  by  the  peo- 
ple, that  they  are  emanations  from  the  people,  and 
the  agent.<4  of  the  people.  But  is  that  the  fact?  No, 
sir,  thty  hold  their  office  in  spite  of  the  people,  by 
Executive  power,  and  for  Ej^ecutive  purposes. 

[Mr.  Clit,  of  Kentucky.  And  oAen  against 
their  wishes.] 

Mr  PRCST^'N.  Notoriously  so.  The  people 
are  flouted,  and  their  opposition  is  a  reason  why 
these  men  are  appointed  and  retained  in  office. 
Sir,  look  at  my  own  Slate,  where  four-fifths  of  its 
cit  zens  are  on  the  other  side.  What  is  the  case 
in  respect  to  office  holders  with  us?  The  very  fact 
that  the  peeple  wished  certain  office  holders   ap- 


pointed was  the  very  reason  why  they  were  not 
appointed.  They  were  appointed  against  us,  and 
over  us,  to  control  us  in  spite  of  ourselyes. 

Another  alleged  faet  in  the  report  is,  tbat  the 
committee  have  not  known  this  power  to  be  Ivooglit 
in  conflict  with  the  elections.    Sir,  let  us  leeapilB- 
late  a  little.    In  1821  or  1823,  by  a  distiaguisbed 
Governor  of  a  State,  it  was  solemnly  declared  to  be 
a  fact.    De  Witt  Clinton  presented  it  solemnly  as  ' 
an  existing  evil  which  required  correetioa,  under 
the  administration  of  Mr.  Adams;  and  it  was  pro- 
claimed and  blazoned  forth  in  every  oomer  of  the 
country,  that  the  office  holders  had  interfered  viib 
the  freedom  of  eleetions,  and  General  Jackson  re- 
ceived a  tonent  of  applause  in  the  expectation  that 
he  would  crush  this  mass  of  evil,  which  pat  the 
country  in  a  foam,  and  raved  round  the  land;  and 
yet  the  gentlemen  never  heard  of  it  I   Mr.  Jetfeisoa 
and  Gkneral  Jackson  came  in  under  the  same  ooa- 
ditions,  denouncing  this  as  an  existing  evil,  and 
promising  to  correct  it.    And  now,  as  I  have  ad- 
duced the  testimony  of  Jefiferson,  Jackaoa,  andClii- 
ton,  what  is  the  testimony  of  this  report?    It  con- 
tradicts and  denies  the  truth  of  their  testimosy. 
Even  if  it  were  admitted  to  be  in  its  nature  agriev- 
anee,  the  report  and  the  committee  deny   the  flMt, 
and  they  also  repudiate  the  principle;  and  gentle- 
men have  sent  abroad  10,000  copies  of  a  report, 
which  says  that  they  give  Mr.  Jefferson  the  tie;  and 
further,  it  declares  them  guilty  ortheenormov 
crime  of  giving  General  Jackson  the  lie,  dec]a^^g 
that  all  which  both  these  gentlemen  asserted  on  tUi 
point  is  a  lie.    Mr.  President,  this  is  a  Teiy  intre- 
pid report.    It  boldly  marches  up  to  the  face  of 
Mr.  Jefferson,  and  denounces  him  at  the  very  mo- 
ment when  it  professes  to  ground  lis  doctrines  on 
his  principles.    Mr.  Jf  fferson  said  this  was  an  cvi^ 
Ihe  report  says  it  is  none;  be  says  it  existed;  thit  re- 
port denies  it;  he  said  he  would  correct  i^  the  report 
says  that  it  is  unconstitutional  and  tyrannical.  And 
this  is  not  all;  but,  bolder  than  this,  thoi^  it  might 
be  supposed  that  the  bones  of  Jefferson  were  not  lo 
be  desecrated  or  passed  by  with  irreverence,  the  re- 
port goes  higher  and  further  than  this;  it  denoonoes 
Jackson,  and  gives  him  the  lie  in  relation  to  a  na^ 
ter  of  fact.    It  dares  a  conflict  with  the  fiower  of 
his  opinion. 

And  with  what  face  can  gpntlemen  tell  me  that 
the  combined  power  of  this  Government  cannoc 
suppress  a  grievance  which  is  acknowledged  to  ex- 
ist? What  did  Mr.  Jefferson  propose  to  do  by  hii 
individualpowei?  He  pledged  himself  to  snppfcm 
this  evil  befor^he  entered  upon  his  office,  and  he  did 
suppress  it. 

I  will  not  read  the  report  of  the  Senator  from 
Missouri,  [Mr.  Benton,]  but  refer  to  a  passage  or 
two,  and  see  how  it  squares  with  this  report,  in 
which  honorable  gentlemen  say,  in  regard  to  them 
officers,  that  the  people  are  delighted  to  trust  them, 
in  blind  confidence,  with  all  their  rights  and  func- 
tions. And  what  said  ihe  Senator  from  Biissoori, 
when,  in  a  different  position  from  his  present  one, 
he  was  a  leader  in  the  Opposition? 

"  That  thv  whole  of  this  great  power  will  oenlre  in  the  Pft- 
aident.  Vhe  King  of  England  b  (he  fountain  of  honor;  the 
Preaident  of  the  United  Btatee  the  eoarce  of  patrooB  " 
preeidee  over  the  entire  ay  item  of  Joba  and  cooixmam. 
power  orer  the  support  of  the  inair|iluab  who  admioj 
ayatem.  Hemnkeeand  unmakeathem.  He  chooeeafroni  the 
circle  of  hie  f.ienda  and  eopponere,  aod  naay  diemiaB  thane 
and,  upon  all  ihe  principlea  of  human  action,  will  cbenuaaihea^ 
as  oAen  aa  they  disappoint  his  expectaiiooa.  Has  spirit  wS 
animate  Uieir  actions  tn  ail  the  elections  to  tftMft  i 
offices.  Agtin,  we  must  then  look  forward  to  Uu 
the  public  revenue  will  doubled,  when  the  civil  a 
officers  will  be  quadrupled,  when  its  influence  OTei 
will  be  multiplied  to  an  indefinite  extent,  when  the  i 
of  the  President  can  carry  any  man  through  the  Sena  . 
recomroenilation  can  carry  any  measure  tliroiigh  the  twa 
Houses  of  Congress;  when  the  principle  of  public  aeiXNi  wfl 
be  open  and  arowed:  the  President  wanta  my  vole,  and  I  «irt 
his  patronage;  I  will  vole  as  he  wishes,  and  hn  will  give  on 
Uie  oflke  I  wish  for.  What  will  this  be  but  the  GovenimeBief 
one  man,  aod  what  is  the  Goremmcnt  of  one  mmn  bntaan- 
narchyl    Names  are  nothing." 

Perhsps  i  have  satisfied  the  Senate  in  le 
from  all  the  wise  objections  to  this  report,  i 
now  put  it  to  gentlemen  whether  it  woald  not  be 
proper  for  them,  if  thf y  will  not  censure  thb  re- 
port, to  declare  ihcir  disapprobation  of  what  ihe 
Senator  from  Missoari  expressed  on  this  sohject  in 
1828.  Such  were  his  sentiments'  then;  andyec  va 
have  now  declared  in  this  report  that  office  haUen 
are  not  in  conflict  with  the  people;  and  more,  dw 
report  has  argued  [page  4]  that  tba  pninnage  of 
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the  GoveninieDt  is  a  disadv^aatage  to  tlia%in  office, 
and  ihat,  on  the  whole,  ihey  woald  be  better  wiih- 
oat  patronage.  But,  if  it  is  so,  let  them  cease  to 
exercise  it.  They  say  these  officers  have  Dot  in- 
terfered. Sir,  is  not  this  erroneous,  and  in  the  face 
of  the  fact  throaghoat  the  conntry?  Where  have 
these  gentlemen  been?  All  these  officers  are  con- 
tiDually  engaged  in  the  elections  eirery  whert. 
Eveiy  officer  of  this  Qovernmenl  is  an  electioneer- 
ing oatpost.  Sir,  I  wonld  not  di8cn«s  the  matter  in 
the  face  of  a  fact  of  that  kind.  There  are  12,000 
postmasters,  of  which,  perhaps,  1,000  make  a  pe- 
eaniary  sacrifice  for  the  office,  and  I  usually  take 
it  for  granted  that  where  there  is  an  act  of  self-de- 
privation the  occqpant  is  a  Whig.  But  Fhow  me 
tke  office  of  which  the  income  is  |900,  or  more, 
where  they  are  not  continually  togging  at  election- 
eering for  the  Administration.  We  have  a  post- 
master in  our  own  little  village,  who  is  a  most  tho- 
rough electioneerer,  devoting  his  days  and  nights 
to  that  praiseworthy  employment,  and  in  his  liule 
caboose  of  a  post  office  I  have  found  f1#ctinneering 
interferences,  which  the  honorat'  .••  •  nen  of 
the  committee  must  have  been  able  lo  di-covf  r  if 
ihej  had  been  on  the  spot.  At  the  times  ot  eiec- 
tiom,  the  office  is  unusually  encumbered  with  elec- 
tioneering pamphlets.  I  have  seen  the  room 
crowded  all  op  with  **  addresses  to  the  Republi- 
eao  party,"  calling  on  the  people  of  the  United 
Stales  to  support  this  Admin i5irat ion.  (Laoghter.) 
After  a  public  meeting  at  the  Capitol,  scraps  from 
General  Jackson,  the  i31obe,  &c,  were  served  np 
'  as  a  eold  bash  for  breakfast,  and  were  sent  forth  to 
the  ooontry  as  the  manifesto  of  the  Republican 
party.  I  cast  my  eyes  around  the  post  office,  and 
there,  in  staring  capi  als,  were  to  be  seen,  **JIori- 
otw  Triumph  !^'  "The  erect  Democracy  have  car- 
ried Constantinople !"  *'Qrand  news  from  Alaba- 
ma !"  **The  Democratic  party  in  the  ascendancy !'' 
**One  hundred  guns !"  and  there  present,  with  his 
wand,  was  the  master  of  these  cabalistics,  putting 
the  question,  "Will  you  not  vote  for  the  Democra- 
tic party?"  Fie  was  advocating  the  principle 
which  the  party  once  avowed,  *'Piinciple  in  pro- 
portion to  interest !" 

And  now  I  put  it  to  Senators  whether  any  one 
will  rise  in  his  place  and  say,  on  his  honor,  that  he 
believes  Federal  officers  do  not  pay  a  tax,  pro 
rola,  for  electioneering  purposes.  Will  anygen- 
ileman  even  say  that  he  doubls  it?  [No  sign.]  I 
do  not  yet  assert  it,  but  do  we  not  know  iti  I  do 
not  especially  urge  this  as  an  attack  on  the  present 
Administration,  but  it  is  in  the  nature  of  these 
things  when  they  are  nnder.  inatrnctions  from  high 
quarters  to  that  effisct.  'Ae  Senator  from  Hew 
Jersey  says  it  is  the  doty  of  office-holders  to  inter- 
fere in  elections. 

[Mr.  Wall.  There  is  nothing  of  that  in  the  re- 
port.] 

Mr.  PaESTOir.  I  ha^e  just  read  it  to  the  Senate. 
And  the  Senator  front  Pennsylvania  says,  if  he 
were  President,  he  would  aippoint  officers  of  his 
own  political  principles. 

[Mr.  BucRANAN,  in  a  low  tone,  was  understood 
to  say,  either  ihat  he  should  not  be  President,  or 
that  he  did  not  make  the  supposition  that  he  might 
be  President.] 

Mr.  PassToN,  May  be  so;  but  the  gentleman 
jvpresented  it  as  the  duty  of  the  President  to  ap- 
point men  onlj  of  his  own  principles.  And  what 
tbeni  He  wonld  have  none  in  office  but  men  of 
his  party.  And  then  what?  He  would  have  one 
hundred  thousand  men  bought  and  paid  for,  im- 
boed  with  the  spirit  and  principles  of  one  man. 
And  will  gentlemen  say  that  all  this  would  give 
the  party  no  suppotil  Will  they  say  they  would 
have  lost  ground  notwithstanding?  Ay,  sir,  and 
bat  for  these,  how  long  ago  wonl  t  their  political 
stronghold  at  New  York  have  been  broken  up? 
What  has  been  done  there  with  their  millions  at  the 
custom-hoose,  Khich  have  at  length  proved  un- 
availingl  And  1  hope  that>  in  spite  of  these  myr- 
midons, they  will  effectually  storm  that  fortress, 
and  that  the  party  are  doomed  by  the  handwriting 
already  on  the  wall. 

Sir,  1  had  hoped,  from  the  growing  weakness  of 
the  p&rty  in  power,  they  wovld  have  manifested  a 
diaposition  to  reform,  ^^i  this  report  cioad^  that 
]prospeet|  and  there  is  a^^  ^very  eause  of  ahurm. 


1  have  seen  that  their  ultimate  purposes,  when  ma* 
tured  and  manifested,  cannot  but  revolt  every  ho- 
nest and  patriotic  mind;  and  I  say  there  is  a  natu- 
ral condemnation  in  our  bosoms  of  the  interference 
of  office  holders  in  elections.  No  man  really  ap- 
proves it.  And  I  will  venture  to  say  that  there  is 
no  gentleman  now  on  this  floor  who  will  say  in 
terms  that  he  approves  it.  There  is  an  impropriety 
which  we  ourselves  feel,  if  we  would  but  announce 
it,  jn  entering  the  canvass  for  the  purpose  of  sus- 
taining or  prolonging  our  power.  But  all  the 
principles  of  liberty  on  this  subject  come  from  the 
minority  for  the  time  being,  and  they  are  in  uni- 
form contrast  with  the  doctrines  of  the  report  of  the 
Senator  from  New  Jersey. 

S.r,  in  what  condition  do  we  find  ourselves  in  re- 
gard to  the  question  of  patronage?  It  became  the 
duty  of  a  distinguished  member  from  Sontb  Caro- 
lina [Mr.  Calhoun]  to  examine  into  and  to  report 
on  ihe  power  of  the  Executive,  and  i<s  alarming 
increase  within  a  few  years,  and,  in  doing  t}iat,  he 
pointed  oat  the  various  sources  of  this  power,  and 
^poke  of  this  very  source  as  endangering  the  liber- 
ties of  the  country.  In  this  report  the  subject  was 
more  expanded  than  in  that  of  the  Senator  from 
Mis.^ouri;  and  it  was  made  eight  years  afterwards, 
when  Executive  power  had  assumed  a  more  fearful 
asppcL  [Mr.  P.  read  some  passages  froiu  this  re- 
port, in  which  it  was  said  that  so  long  as  offices 
were  consklered  as  a  public  trust,  they  were  filled  , 
with  those  who  would  best  and  most  faithfully  per- 
form the  dnties  of  office;  bntthat  gradually  a  great 
change  had  been  effected,  so  that  a  faithful  per-  , 
formance  of  duty  no  longer  assured  an  appoint- 
ment to  office,  or  a  continuance  in  it;  and  it  might 
in  truth  be  said  that  the  expenditures  of  the  revenue 
had  beeome  corrupt  andsobaervient  to  corruptions.] 

Sir,  said  Mr.  P.  there  are  twenty  passages  of  this 
kind,  bat  I  will  not  consume  the  time  of  the  Senate 
in  adverting  to  them.  They  are  full  of  wisdom; 
and  yet  all  this  is  now  denounced  which  it  was  the 
policy  of  this  bill  to  carry  into  practical  effect,  and 
it  is  declared  unconslitaiional,  unwise,  and  tyran- 
nical. 

Mr.  P.  farther  remaiked  that  this  report  was 
made  five  years  ago;  that  the  rapidly  increasing  pa- 
tronage of  the  Qovernment  was  then  held  up  as 
greatly  alarming;  Ihat  from  the  administration  of 
Mr.  Adams  to  that  time,  which  was  nine  years, 
there  had  been  an  increase  of  annual  expeaditure 
from  $12,000,000  to  $25,000,000;  and  now,  in  five 
years  more,  it  had  increased  to  $40,000,000.  And 
now,  said  Mr.  P.  with  such  an  increase  before  ns, 
will  gentlemen  tell  us  that  there  is  no  danger  from 
this  source,  and  that  it  is  wrong  to  guard  against  ill 
They  have  heard  the  testimony  of  Mr.  Jefferson, 
of  De  Wilt  Clinton,  of  Andrew  Jackson,  and  of 
others  distinguished  among  themselves,  and  now,  if 
they  sanction  the  doctrines  and  principles  of  this 
report,  they  will  subvert  all  that  these  gentlemen 
have  said  on  this  subject. 

But,  sir,  I  will  take  higher  groand  than  all  this. 
All  the  essential  principles  of  liberty  known  in  the 
history  of  oar  ancestors,  are  repugnant  to  the 
abominable  principles  of  this  report.  Well  and 
consistently  did  the  gentleman  act  in  flouting  and 
repudiating  the  free  doctrines  of  our  £aropean|Bn- 
cestuis.  Well  does  it  become  him,  under  a  Demo- 
crstic  Government,  to  denounce  all  control  of  pub- 
lic officers;  ay,  and  when  monarchical  Europe, with 
its  kings  and  its  depotic  law;?,  yet  impose  fetters  on 
their  executive  officers  for  the  security  of  popular 
rights,  and  the  gentleman's  mind  is  all  on  fire  in 
behalf  of  the  American  Government  and  its  ht>er- 
tie!«,  as  the  liberties  of  the  people.  He  says  that 
this  restriction  of  Executive  oflicers  is  a  tribuit  to 
£agii»b  despotism;  and  so  in  the  same  way  would 
our  restrictions  be  a  tribute  to  office  holders. 
English  liberty  bays  the  wolf  shall  be  caged;  but 
the  gentleman  says,  no;  keep  down  the  iron 
bars:  he  is  a  part  of  the  flock.  English  despo- 
tlsm'll! 

I  know,  air,  it  has  been  a  trick  with  eertein  po- 
liticians of  this  country  to  denoance  any  thing  that 
is  English.  But  I  have  not  the  heart  to  denoance 
the  native  country  of  liberty,  which  has  erected 
the  proudest  and  most  glorions  temple  of  freedom 
of  any  country  in  Europe.  She  is  aa  old  nation, 
prood  in  arma,  and  hat  long  batUed  in  the  caive 


of  liberty  through  blood  and  carnage.  And  she 
has  propagated  it  in  this  country.  Think  you  that 
we  should  have  found  it  without  her?  Hers  was 
the  native  soil  of  our  freedom  and  our  blood.  And 
did  it  ever  stagnate  in  our  veins  or  blanch  in  the 
fight?  No,  sir,  no:  wherever  it  is  found,  in  Europe, 
Asia,  Africa,  or  America;  wherever  the  sun  has 
blazed  upon  it,  its  native  tint  remains  indelible, 
and  we  still  feel  proud  of  our  blood,  and  honored 
from  our  illnstrioas  ancestors.  And  yet  you  say 
they  have  fought  for  despotism  there,  while  in  ef- 
fect yon  are  so  making  manacles  for  our  people  as 
no  one  there  dare  do.  Since  the  time  of  Walpole, 
no  English  Minister  would  have  dared  to  present 
such  a  report  as  this.  He  could  not  have  done  it, 
and  retained  his  place.  The  King  of  England, 
from  the  House  of  Hanover,  whose  German  no- 
tions were  not  yet  obliterated,  denounced  the  bill 
restricting  his  executive  officers,  and  called  it  a 
villanous  bill,  and  the  King's  languase  in  this  was 
the  language  of  a  King.  But  the  Commons  and 
the  people  held  a  different  language,  and  deter- 
mined that  the  King  should  take  the  bill,  villanous 
though  it  might  be. 

And  when  such  was  the  language  of  the  British 
Commons,  what  is  said  of  a  Briii&h  lord,  with  blue 
ribands?  One  instance  of  the  interference  of  the 
Execatiye  with  the  elective  franchise  was  brought 
before  the  Commons  in  this  wise. 

[Mr.  P.  read  from  history,  that  the  almoner  of 
the  dneen  in  the  county  of  Worcester  wrote  to  se- 
veral of  his  friends,  soliciting  them  to  oppose  the 
election  qfone  of  the  candidates  for  Parliament. 
The  Commons  voted  that  this  was  a  violation  of 
the  liberty  of  the  people,  and  asked  the  Gtueen  to 
dismiss  ihe  offender  from  office,  and  the  daeen  dis- 
missed him  accordingly.  Mr.  P.  also  read  anotl^gr 
example  of  the  kind,  which  occurred  in  1779,  when 
an  Executive  officer  was  detected  in  the  county  of 
Soathampton  taking  part  in  the  election;  and  when 
the  ease  was  bronght  before  the  House  of  Com- 
mons, Lord  North  remarked  that  it  was  a  case  in 
regard  to  which  there  was  np  great  cause  for 
alarm;  and  instantly,  on  all  sides  of  the  House,  the 
remark  waa  followed  by  such  indignant  clamors 
and  nproar,  that  Lord  North  was  compelled  to  ex- 
plain, and  the  House  forthwith  adopted  a  resolu- 
tion that  it  was  highly  criminal  for  an  Executive 
officer  to  use  his  office  in  influencing  elections  to 
Parliament] 

Thus,  (said  Mr.  P.)  under  what  genilemen  call 
a  despotic  Government,  were  the  liberties  of  the 
people  jealously  guarded  and  protected;  and  wher- 
ever there  is  power  and  patronage  and  interference 
of  this  kind,  they  are  part  and  parcel  of  the  Go- 
vernment. Even  there,  an  interference  in  elections 
by  a  letter  of  an  officer  of  the  Crown  was  held  an 
indignity,  and  the  silence  of  Lvrd  North  In  regard 
to  it  has  consecrated  it  lo  ns  as  the  evidence  of  the 
genuine  spirit  of  British  liberty.  Sir,  I  call  on  Se- 
nators te  place  some  mark  of  their  reprobation  on 
the  report  which  has  been  submitted  to  u<. 

Mr.  President,  I  did  not  feel  myself  called  on  to 
support  the  bill,  becanse  for  that  task,  I  deemed 
the  ability  of  the  Senator  from  Kentucky  abundant; 
and  I  should  not  now  have  troubled  the  Senate,  but 
that  1  was  alarmed  at  the  doclrinos  of  this  report, 
and  at  the  fact  that  gentlemen  were  about  to  &enit 
them  through  the  country  as  the  principles  of  the 
party  in  posver,  on  which  they  intend  to  act.  If 
gentlemen  do  so,  the  people  will  be  forewarned  and 
foreaimed,  and,  knowing  ihe  purposes  of  those  in 
power,  they  will  be  sufficiently  notified  thai  they 
ought  to  be  on  the  alert  against  ihcm;  and  if  they 
do  not  then  defend  their  liberty,  it  will  only  be 
anoiher  proof  that  it  is  not  tyrants  who  make 
slaves,  but  slaves  who  make  tyrants. 


SPEECH  OF  MR.  POPE, 
Of  Kentucky, 
In  tht  HoUH  of  Repre$cntaiioe9,  Febnuary  15, 1839— 
On  the  bill  making  appropriations  for  the  civil 
and  diplomatic  service  for  the  year  1839. 
Mr.  Cbiibhan:  I  hope  (said  Mr.  Pope)  that  no 
apology  is  necessary  on  my  part  for  addresssing  th^ 
ecmmittee  at  this  time  at  large  on  the  several  to- 
pics of  pablic  policy  and  politieal  principles   to 
which  ihi  attention  of  the  ooantry  has  been  called 
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in  oar  debaies  here  and  elsewhere,  ind  in  ihe  pub- 
lic journals.  My  coUeagoe,  [Mr.  Chambers,]  the 
able  and  faithfol  chairman  of  the  Committee  of 
Claims^  knoirs  that  I  have  remained  at  my  post, 
laie  and  early,  to  aid  him  to  obtain  the  action  of 
the  H^use  in  favor  of  the  poor  and  h amble  and 
sulfermg  citizens  who  have  fair  demands  on  our 
justice;  and  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Mean5,  of  which  I  am  a  member,  will 
have  the  candur  to  admit  that  1  have  not  taken  a 
course  to  impede  his  Administration  measures, 
whether  1  concurred  with  him  or  not.  Mr.  P.  said 
he  had  been  ever  willing  to  aflford  him  a  fair  op- 
portanity  to  present  them,  with  his  views,  to  the 
^consideration  of  the  House  and  nation.  In  order 
that  the  necessary  public  business  might  be  done  at 
this  short  session,  he  had  abstained  from  wasting 
lime  in  useless  debate  on  plain  and  unimportant 
.subjects,  and  would  exhort  gentlemen  of  the  legal 
proi't^sion,  who  so  often  hammer  u^for  two  or  three 
hours,  like  an  ignorant  jury,  on  trite  questions,  to 
believe  that  those  of  us  who  are  not  fond  of  speak- 
ing, merely  for  the  sake  of  speaking,  have  some 
^mull  stoek  of  sense  and  information  as  well  as 
•themselves.  Mr.  P.  said  he  was  inclined  to  pre- 
-btiii  his  views  on  the  political  state  of  the  nation, 
and  the  prmciples  and  measures  involved  in  the 
approaching  contest,  not  only  to  this  House  and 
the  public,  but  to  his  immediate  constituents,  to 
whom  he  was  directly  responsible,  and  before 
whom  he  was  to  appear  at  the  approaching 
election  in  August  next.  It  is  my  duty  to  treat 
them  with  fairness  and  candor,  to  explain  my 
po^i>ion  here,  and  to  give  them  my  opinion 
on  public  affairs.  The  crisis  is  deeply  inte- 
rpsting  to  every  American  citizen,  and  requires 
tvery  man  to  speak  out  with  decision,  calmness, 
and  iruib.  A  man  of  observation,  who  takes  a 
survey  of  the  present  state  of  things  in  this  country, 
will  be  surprised  to  discover  that  questions  of  poli- 
cy, constiiuiionat  law,  and  all  subjects  connected 
wiih  the  course  of  the  National  Government,  are 
lesfs  settled  and  more  afloat  than  forty  or  forty  five 
years  ago,  when  our  present  Constitution  was'first 
put  info  practical  operation.  The  power  to  protect 
navigation,  manufactures,  and  agricultural  prodnc' 
tions,  by  duties  on  foreign  articles,  even  mere  dis- 
criminaticg  duties,  or  bounties  on  fishing  vessels  in 
the  northeast,  that  great  nursery  of  seamen  to  man 
our  navy,  the  right  arm  of  our  national  defence,  is 
denied.  The  power  to  establish  a  National  Bank, 
declared  to  be  necessary  bv  the  wise,  patriotic,  and 
godlike  Congress  ot  1780,  that  of  1791,  of  1816, 
and  of  1839,  approved  by  Wabhingion,  Hamilton, 
Gallatin,  Dallas,  Crawford,  Madison,  and  a  host  of 
others,  ihe  most  enlightened  statesmen  of  our  coun- 
try, is  also  denied,  and  the  institution  denounced  as 
dangerous  and  wicked,  aHer  a  duccesvful  experi- 
ment of  forty  years.  Yes,  sir,  the  political  men  of 
yesterday  boldly  denounce  the  great,  wise,  and 
good  men  who  have  gone  before  us,  the  authors  of 
our  independence  and  founders  of  our  Republic,  as 
incompetent  to  construe  the  Constitution,  the  work 
of  their  own  hands,  or  to  judge  of  the  utility  of 
such  an  institution  as  a  fiscal  agent  and  a  check  on 
the  excessive  issues  of  a  paper  currency.  The 
scattering  fires  and  random  shots  constantly  kept 
up  by  the  diflferent  parties  at  each  other,  render  it 
difficult  for  a  stranger,  or  even  for  ourselves,  to  un- 
atand  with  definite  clearness  the  questions  in  issue 
between  them,  or  the  leading  principles  involved  in 
the  mighty  struggle  now  pending  before  the  great 
jury  of  the  American  people.  I  am  constrained, 
Mr.  Chairman,  to  express  my  high  approbation  of 
the  manner  in  which  my  colleague  [Mr.  Mur- 
ray] the  other  day  made  the  best  defence 
I  have  heard,  of  the  course  of  the  Admi- 
nistration. It  js  just  to  say  to  him,  if  he 
hae  not  convinced  me  of  ibe  soundness  of  his 
views,  and  correctness  of  the  facts  he  has  asserted, 
that  his  couTse  in  this  debate  has  been  marked  by 
that  decornm  and  propriety  which  ought  to  charac- 
terize ihi>  represeniaiive  body.  He  has  not  applied 
to  his  adversaries  o^ensive  epithets  or  unpopular 
names. or  dealt  in  mere  denot'ciation  ot  his  political 
opponents;  he  has  not  substituted  the  terras  I>emo. 
crats,  Whigs,  or  Federalists,  for  argument.  He  has 
considered  he  two  great  parties  which  now  divide  the 
•ountry  a<  supporters  ^d  opponents  of  the  Admi- 


niMration.  Those  who  hehcve  as  he  does,  that  the 
principles  and  measures  of  this  Administration  are 
sound,  and  will  conduce  to  the  preservation  of  th? 
public  liberty,  and  to  advance  the  general  pros- 
perity, ought  to  support  it;  and  U  is  the  duty  of 
those  who  entertain  a  contrary  opinion,  to  oppose 
it.  A  gentleman,  by  calling  himself  a  Democrat 
or  Whig,  does  not  prove  the  coarse  of  the  Ad- ' 
ministration  right  or  wrung.  The  tendency  of  the 
principles  and  measures  of  the  Administration  is 
to  be  shown  by  reason,  argument,  and  fact,  and 
not  by  mere  names  and  electioneering  slang. 
When  I  h^ar  members  of  this  House  talk  of 
Democrats  and  Democracy,  to  prove  one  party 
right  and  the  other  wrong,  I  am  reminded  of  a 
conversation  I  had  with  Mr.  Gideon  Granger,  a 
citizen  of  Connecticut,  thirty  years  ago,  when  Post- 
master General  under  Mr.  Jefferson.  In  one  of 
the  newspapers  there  was  an  account  of  a  large 
meeting  of  the  people  of  New  Haven,  in  tlrat 
State,  indicating  an  intention  to  resist  the  embargo 
law;  but,  before  they  proceeded  to  business,  some  of 
the  reverend  clergy  were  called  on  to  say  grace 
over  them.  I  expressed  my  surprise  to  Mr.  Gran- 
ger that  the  clergy  should  give  open  countenance 
10  an  insurrection  against  the  laws.  Friend  Pope, 
answered  he,  you  don*t  know  us  Yankees;  what- 
ever we  do,  whether  we  work  for  God  or  the  devil, 
we  do  it  all  in  the  name  of  the  Lord.  And  some 
gentlemen  seem  to  imagine  that,  whether  the  Ad- 
ministration works  for  the  good  of  the  people  or 
the  ruin  of  the  people,  for  God  or  the  devil,  all 
their  doings  can  be  sanctified  in  the  name  and  by 
the  high  priest  of  Democracy.  A  man  in  my  own 
State,  of  some  intelligence,  many  years  ago,  made 
a  deep  impression  on  me  in  reference  to  this  sub- 
ject. He  told  me  that  a  son  of  hi^,  a  distinguished 
citizen  of  Tennessee,  from  the  commencement  of 
his  career  in  life,  had  determined  to  act  on  the  as- 
sumed ground  that  the  people  were  to  be  fooled  by 
somebody,  and  that  a  man  was  a  fool  who  did  not 
fool  them  for  his  own  advantage.  And,  not  many 
years  ago,  I  addressed  the  people  at  what  is  called 
a  candidate's  meeting,  and  explained  my  views  of 
a  National  Bank,  besides  teaching  on  other  topics. 
In  the  evening,  after  the  people  had  dispersed,  a 
warm  personal  friend  of  mine,  of  good  talents, 
whom  1  considered,  as  every  body  else  did,  among 
the  most  thoroughgoing  Democrats,  rode  with  me 
a  few  miles,  and,  in  the  course  of  our  conversa- 
tion, observed  that  the  world  supposed  me  to  have 
much  more  sense  than  him;  but,  said  he,  they  are 
mistaken,  you  have  not  half  my  flense.  You  Ulk 
about  a  National  Bank,  give  large  national  and 
extended  views  of  the  benefits  and  utility  of  such 
an  institution,  but  very  few  of  your  hearers  can 
appreciate  the  merits  of  what  yoa  consider  states- 
manlike argument.  Now,  says  he,  I  go  for  De- 
mocracy and  Government,  or  treasury  people's 
bank.  I  have  no  faith,  said  he,  in  this  Democracy, 
but  it  is  the  road  to  success.  I  tell  you  I  have  no 
faith  in  it,  bat  I  am  determined  to  go  for  Democra* 
cy,  and  no  fellow  shall  out-democrat  me.  He  as- 
sured me  that  he  would  support  me,  when  a  can- 
didate, whether  I  was  right  or  wrong,  but  he  must 
condemn  my  opinions  before  the  people,  for  I  tell 
you,  said  he,  that  1  don*t  intend  to  be  beaten  at  the 
game  of  Democracy. 

Mr.  Chairman,  (continuel  Mr.  Pops,)  I  have 
no  particular  objection  to  the  word  Democrat,  Whig, 
or  Federalist.  Gentlemen  are  at  liberty  to  assume 
any  name  they  please;  but  I  protest  against  the  ose 
of  any  such  epithets  to  prove  a  measure  right  or 
wrong.  He  had  been,  and  ever  should  be,  Demo- 
cratic in  his  feelings  and  actions  towards  his  fellow 
men.  He  had  never  oppressed  the  poor,  or  dealt 
hardly  with  them;  and  in  his  public  course,  both 
in  the  Kentucky  Legislature  and  in  Congress,  he 
had  been  uniforiik  in  defending  the  fair  claims  of 
th»  actual  and  bona  fide  settlers  of  our  new  lands. 
He  was  in  favor  of  a  kind  and  liberal  policy  to- 
wards the  poorer  classes,  who,  unable  to  purchasr 
lands  at  high  prices  in  the  old  and  rich  States,  hr.d 
migrated  to  the  new  and  unsettled  regions  of  the  Weft. 
Some  of  his  public  acts  may  have  been  wrong,  and 
some  of  his  opiuions,  and  especially  about  a  Na- 
tional Bank,  were  called  by  many  Federal.  He 
bad  lormed  his  opinion  on  that  subject  at  an  early 
period  of  his  Congressijaal  career,  after 'profound 


consideration  and  an  earnest  inquiry  after  tmk. 
He  had  maintained  that  opinion  through  good  and 
evil  report,  and  had  discovered  no  good  reason  to 
change  it.  Whether  his  opinion  was  called  Flede- 
ral  or  Democratic,  was  a  matter  of  indtffercBee  to 
him;  and  he  had  little  respect  for  a  man  who  was 
afraid  to  obey  the  conviction  of  his  nnderatandiBg, 
lest  he  should  be  called  Federalist,  Whig,  Demo- 
crat, or  any  thing  else.  Lf  t  ev.^ry  man  be  per- 
suaded in  bis  own  mind  that  he  is  ngfat,  and  go 
ahead. 

Mr.  Chairman,  (continued  Mr.  Popk,)  I  repeat 
that  I  like  the  course  of  my  colleagae  in  reeog- 
nising  but  two  panies^the  party  for  the  Adminis- 
rration  and  the  party  against  it.  Thooe  wlu>  dis- 
approve of  the  principles  and  measures  of  the  Ad- 
ministration owe  it  to  tbentselves,  their  country, 
and  their  immediate  constiruents,  to  pot  in  good 
and  substantial  pleas  in  bar  to  i heir  coDtinaanee  in 
power  with  a  verification,  and  to  sustain  their  pleas 
by  proof  and  argument  at  the  bar  of  the  itaiion. 
There  are,  however,  some  other  parties  or  8§iiadi 
of  parties  that  merit  a  passing  notice.  I  hear  of  a 
Slate  Rights  party,  whose  creed  I  would  be  as  modi 
at  a  loss  to  defiae  as  that  of  the  Mormon  party  of 
the  far  West.  I  do  not  know,  said  fiAr.  P.  any 
Anti-State  Rights  men  any  where.  If  there  are 
such,  I  know  them  not.  I  have  heard  of  Aaii- 
Masoaic  party;  and  we  have  an  A*iolitioB  pnity, 
more  dangerous  in  its  character,  tenden^^,  aad  ob- 
jects, than  any  which  has  arisen  since  the  fooada- 
tion  of  this  Government — a  party  which  threatens 
to  weaken,  if  not  destroy,  our  Union,  distaib  o« 
domestic  tranquillity,  and  shake  the  fonndatiQB  ef 
private  property.  Until  lately,  I  had  been  £»- 
posed  10  receive  their  petitions  without  attaching 
mnch  irnportance  to  thi-m;  but  I  am  bow  satisfied 
thai  no  such  petitions,  tending  to  engender  diseoid 
here,  and  disturb  the  general  tranquillity,  oo^t  to 
be  received.  I  had  not  before  this  felt  any  serioaa 
oonoern  about  this  matter,  for  I  have  never  known 
a  Yankee  emigrant  to  the  South  or  Souihvest  to 
set  a  slave  f^ee.  A  very  cultivated  and  intelh'geat 
gentleman  from  New  Hamrehire  settled  in  my 
neighborhood  about  twelve  of  foarteen  years  ago, 
and  was  at  first  clamorous  and  rode  in  his  remarits 
about  slaves  and  slaveholders.  After  he  had  been 
with  us  two  or  three  years,  he  took  a  fan^  to  a  fae 
widow,  a  friend  ot  mine,  who  had  some  very  vala* 
able  slaves.  Some  of  her  counsellcva  woe  op- 
posed to  the  match,  and  she,  knowing  that  I  was 
very  much  dispose  to  encourage  matrimony,  and 
that  I  would  advise  her  to  do  precisely  what  she 
wanted  to  do,  conversed  with  me  npon  the  snbjeot 
Having  never  indulged  or  excited  prejodiceaacaiast 
Yankees,  I  told  her  that  the  first  aniele  ia  iheir 
creed  was  to  provide  well  for  their  household;  that 
he  would  make  a  good  husband,  and  uiiged  hpr  to 
marry  him,  which  she  did,  and  their  aaioii  ims 
been  fortunaie  and  happy;  and  he  has  never,  I  lie- 
lieve,  said  one  word  about  Abolition  from  flmt  day 
to  this.  He  is  a  good  husband,  and  a  mneh  better 
master  than  most  of  us,  for  he  gets  twice  as  araeh 
labor  out  of  his  slaves  as  I  ever  could. 

Mr.  Chairman,  (said  Mr.  Pope,)  abotit  the  dose 
of  ihe  last  war  I  felt  proud  that  we  had  at  the  dij 
of  New  Orleans  a  military  chieftain  who,  by  Its 
bravery  and  military  skill,  defended  oar  soil  againat 
the  finest  *ai  my  thai  ever  crossed  the  Allan! ic,  and 
shed  a  lustre  on  our  national  character.  Atioat  the 
same  time,  I  was  gratified  to  learn  that  we  had  aa 
enlightened  statesman,  and  intellectual  Heioolei^ 
at  the  head  of  the  American  mission  at  Ghent,  scat 
to  negotiate  a  treaty  of  peace  with  Qreat  Brittia. 
who,  with  the  weapons  of  reason  and  argameat, 
vanquished  the  first  statesmen  of  the  British  cm* 
pire  on  the  contested  question  aboat  theidi^g 
rights  and  piiviieges  of  the  Americans  on  oar 
northeastern  coasts  and  seas.  Toe  British  cflm* 
missioners  contended  that,  acccrding  tothelawaC 
nations,  the  treaty  of  1783,  by  which  onr  fiihi^g 
rights-  and  privileges  were  acknowledged  aada^ 
cured,  was  abrogated  by  the  war  of  ]8Ul  Mf 
friend  from  Massachusetts  [Mr.  Adams]  j  '  "  ' 
the  general  rule  settled  by  ibe  law  of  natim 
regard  to  ordinary  treaties,  but  insisted  that,  as  I 
fiyhing  rights  and  privileges  existed*  and  were 
joyed,  before  the  peace  of  1783,  they  were  aolt 
rogated  by  the  war^  that  it  was  aoc  a  T  ~ 
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qontioD;  and  he  ultimately  silenced  the  British 
pmensions  in  relaiioa  to  the  fisheries. 

TcB  years  ago  (said  Mr.  Pope)  I  read  a  letter  of 
that  geBtteaian  [Mr.  Adams]  on  this  qaesiioo,  and 
hire  reviewed  a  a  second  time  do  ring  the  present 
sessioa,  among  the  most  able  and  eloqaem  produc- 
tk>Bs  of  his  or  any  other  pen.  Mr.  Chairman  (con- 
tinoed  Mr.  Popk,)  before  that  gentleman  presents 
any  more  petitions  for  the  abolition  of  slavery,  1 
beseech  him  to  review  that  letter,  and  see  if  his 
srgnment  will  not  bear  with  great  force  on  the  sla- 
very question,  because  slavery  existed  not  only  be- 
fore oar  Ck>nstitutton  was  formed,  but  before  the 
peace  of  1783  or  the  articles  of  confederation.  If 
oor  fishing  rights  and  privileges  were  not  abrogat- 
ed ky  war,  and  were  not  debateable,  because  rhey 
ezisied  and  were  enjoyed  before  the  Revolution, 
upon  what  ground  can  our  Northern  brethren  daim 
tbe  right  to  petition  or  in  any  way  disturb  the  in- 
stitution of  slavery?  Sir,  I  must  deny  that  slavery 
ib  a  grievance  of  which  the  people  of  the  fret  Stales 
have  any  right  to  complain  by  petition,  or  to  ask  the 
iaierference  of  Congress.  The  President  has  call- 
ed on  us  for  severe  laws  and  a  million  of  dollars 
to  prevent  our  people  from  interfering  in  the  aflfairs 
of  Canada,  when  it  is  known  that  Upper  Canada  is 
a  place  of  refuge  for  our  fugitive  slaves,  and  when 
ibey  get  there  neither  the  people  nor  the  British  au- 
fhofities  will  have  them  sunendered  to  their  own- 
en.  Mr.  P.  said  that  he  did  not  think  the  British 
Qovernment,  in  relation  to  Upper  Canada,  had 
Bocfa  claim  on  us  to  use  extraordinary  means  to 
proieet  it  from  the  interference  of  our  citizens.  He 
was  willing  lo  do  what  our  character  as  a  nation 
and  oar  amicable  relations  with  that  power  de- 
manded, to  maintain  neutrality;  but  it  seemed  to 
him  that  the  slave  States  of  this  Union  had  as  high 
claims  to  the  protecting  authority  of  the  Pres^ident 
and  Congress  against  the  abolition  schemes  of  tbe 
North.  If  the  slave  and  free  States  were  separate 
comnranities,  combinations,  if  permitted  in  the  free 
Slates,  to  disturb  the  stave  institutions  ef  the  South, 
would  be  deemed  just  cause  of  war:  andnowthat  they 
are  untied  by  political  compact,  one  leading  object  of 
which  was  to  preserve  our  internal  peace-and  tran- 
quillity, ought  not  the  President  in  his  message 
which  expressed  so  much  solicitude  about  Canada, 
t3  have  called  on  Congress,  if  not  the  free  States, 
to  exert  their  whole  constitutional  power  to  sup- 
press all  combinations  agaitifti  our  internal  peace, 
and,  if  necessary,  to  have  placed  a  force  on  Mason 
and  Dixon's  line,  to  enforce  neutrality  in  relation 
lo  •or  filave  property? 

Mr.  PopB,  with  some  pleasantry,  remarked,  that 
it  he  could  be  assured  that  he  would  be  re-elected 
next  August  to  this  House  without  opposition,  he 
believed  he  would  make  a  tour  through  the  North- 
ern and  Eastern  States,  and  deliver  lectures  to  them 
»D  thJB  very  interesting  subject,,  and  exhort  them  to 
Mose  before  they  cut  asunder  the  ties  of  interest, 
unity  and  blood,  by  which  this  great  and  ri^ving  na- 
ion  was  anitod;  and  he  would  more  especially  ap- 
leat  to  the  ladies,  who,  by  artful  addresses  to  their 
Iner  sympathies,  had  been  induced  to  take  a  warm 
ind  active  part  in  behalf  of  the  slaves  of  the 
lonth. 

(At  tliis  moment  Mr.  Pope  was  arrested  in  his 
rmarks  in  relation  to  abolition,  as  he  had  been 
nee  before,  by  a  call  to  order,  on  the  ground  that 
le  was  departing  from  the  matter  under  debate, 
nd  that  the  question  of  abolition  was.  not  a  debate- 
ble  snbject] 

Mr.  Pope  disavowed  any  intention  to  discuss  the 
Oestion  of  abolition,  and  had  only  designed  to  pre- 
fnt  to  tbe  committee,  in  a  concise  manner,  his 
lew  c»f  this  right  of  petition.  He,  however,  acqui- 
sced  in  the  deci.<<ion  of  the  Chair,  and,  with 
tave  of  the  committee,  proceeded  in  the  discussion 
r  topics  admitted  to  be  within  the  scope  of  the  de- 
ile.* 

*  If  permitted  to  examine  the  right  of  petition  to  the  extent 
maoil*wl  for,  Mr.  Pok  would  hare  ineieted  on  the  impregna- 
i  ground  aeeumed  by  Mr.  kflutM  in  relation  to  the  fisheries, 
d  olUmaiety  aneenied  to  by  Great  Britain,  that  the  rights 
d  privitegee  which  exialcd  and  were  er^oyed  before  the 
laOulon  oftliieCoofedeniey,  and  ,  .    ...  .  .>  . 


compacts  of  union,  did  not  admit  of. 


by  the  articles 
tbate  or  controrerey, 


d  ware  not  grievaneee  coming  with)h  iiie  eeope,  right,  or  io- 
«  of  petition  in  its  broadest  saoeB  »rMt^tt  of  peduon  for 
fKmm  «f  grle?M)cea  implies  the  Hkln^  ol*  a  frierance  of 


Mr.  PopB  assured  the  committee  that  noihing 
but  a  strong  solicitude  to  present  this  right  of  peti- 
tion in  its  true  aspect  could  have  prompted  him  to 
this  departure  from  the  usual  couise  of  debate. 
He  would  now  call  (he  attention  of  the  commitice 
to  ihose  principles  and  measures  of  this  Adminis- 
tration in  issue  between  the  two  contending  par- 
ties, here  and  in  the  nation.  My  colicaguo,  and 
other  friends  of  the .  Administration,  not  content 
with  defending  their  measures  and  principles,  have, 
to  make  out  their  ca<e,  gone  back  for  years  to  as- 
sail the  mea'«ures  and  opioions  of  other  men,  and 
especially  those  supposed  to  be  candidates  for  the 
next  Presidency.  All  this  seems  to  m*»  to  be  irrele- 
vant. We  are  not  here,  or  ought  not  to  be,  en- 
gaged in  making  or  unmaking  Presidents.  We 
are  here  discussing  the  principles  and  measures  of 
public  concern.  The  conduct  of  tbe  Administra- 
tion, and  their  principles,  are  arraigned  at  thebir 
of  the  public.  Is  it  a  fair  or  legitimate  defence  lo 
say  that  other  mrn  have  done  wrong,  and  been  in 
favor  of  bad  measures?  Could  a  judge,  impeached 
at  the  bar  of  this  House,  screen  himself  by  telling 
us  that  other  men  had  done  wrong,  and  that  if  he 
wasremoved  another  as  bad  would  be  appointed 
in  his  place?  Would  it  do  for  a  Representative  on 
this  floor,  when  censored  by  his  constituents,  to  tell 
them  that  they  mast  select  him,  because,  although 
he  had  acted  badly,  and  had  abused  the  trust  re- 
posed in  him,  another  would  do  as  bad  or  wor^e? 
that  lho«e  who  were  opposed  to  him,  and  found 
fault  with  his  conduct,  were  vo{  Democrats  but 
rag-barons,  aristocrats,  Ac  ?  Would  this  be  a  fair 
and  honorable  defence?  Would  a  people  of  <iom- 
mon  sense,  with  ordinary  concern  about  the  ad- 
nunistration  of  public  offairs,  listen  to  a  defence  of 
this  sori?  Certainly  not.  The  course  of  argu- 
ment pursued  by  these  gentlemen  would  prove  too 
much;  it  would  prove  that  this  Administration, 
and  themselves,  ought  to  be  perpetuated  in  power, 
whether  they  did  right  or  wrong. 

Now,  (continued  Mr.  Pope,)  the  irue  question  is, 
are  the  principles  and  measures  of  this  Administra- 
tion right?  have  the  public  affairs  been  fairly  and 
honestly  administered?  and  is  it  not  necessary  that 
the  Administration  should  be  changed,  to  correct 
and  reform  those  abuses,  blunders,  and  the  de- 
rangement of  our  currency  and  other  branches  of 

the  body  to  which  it  is  addreesod  to  r/Tord  tho  relief  called  for; 
and  I  might  (eaidUr.  Pops)  coiuend  with  force  and  ptausibiluy 
that  the  subject  and  object  of  the  petiiion  ought  to  be  coneistent 
with  the  peace  and  safety  nf  the  nation.  Mr.  Pops  could  never 
admit  that  any  set  of  men  had  the  unconditional,  unrestricted 
right,  under  color  of  the  right  of  peii'ion,  to  cast  firebrands  into 
this  Hall  tending  to  sap  the  fonndniion  of  our  eoclnl  harmony 
and  political  union.  It  is  monstrous  to  conten>l  that  the  time  of 
this  House  must  be  wasted,  ami  our  deli^ierations  disturbed,  by 
such  vain  if  not  wicked  efToris.  The  Rcpreeentatires  of  the 
people  must  on  this,  as  on  »ll  other  aubjccis  of  potliion,  exor- 
cise their  sound  discretion  under  tlie  high  reeponsihility  which 
they  owe  to  their  country  t\nd  constituents.  If  the  free  and 
slave  Stales  were  separate  comnniniiiefl,  could  the  free  8iato.^ 
consistent  with  the  principles  of  iutermiiooal  law.  permit  so- 
cieties and  combinations  to  be  organizeil  within  their  limita  to 
interrupt  the  peace  and  property  ol'  cheir  neiehboisl  Would 
it  not  be  cause  of  war7  Mr.  Pope  would,  if  he  could  address 
the  single  ladies  of  Nevv  England,  endeavor  to  give  their  finer 
feelinn  and  sympathiea  another  direction.  He  would  hold  a 
very  different  language  to  them  from  timi  which  they  so  otten 
hear  from  puritanical  lecturers,  who  appeal  to  their  sympathies 
and  their  pockets  in  b;;hatr  of  tlie  imaemury  soflTenngs  of  the 
floathern  slaves.  Mr.  Pops  would  tell  them  that  ho  had  lived 
in  the  far  West;  that  th:>9e  fertile  regions  abounded  with  active, 
enterprising,  and  promish)?  young  inen;  that  youns  ladies  wore 
rather  scarce;  and  he  would  with  sincerity  and  zeil  exhort  the 
ladies  of  the  Bast  to  turn  a  deaf  ear  to  the  idle  tales  and  appeals 
of  the  arlAiI  agents  of  the  AiboluioniRLs  and  take  up  their  march 
to  the  West.  They  would  soon,  no  dotibt,  get  eood  ha^rbande 
in  those  new  regions,  and  will  render  more  eesential  service  to 
this  giaatand  rising  Republic  in  raiHin^  up  good  Democrats  to 
fight  the  future  battles  for  liberty  and  their  country,  than  In 
sending  petitions  here  to  wound  the  feelinrs  of  their  Southern 
friends  and  brethren.  Mr.  Pops  regretted  that  the  rule:;  esta- 
blished at  the  present  sesiiiion  precluded  him  from  pres^ntittg- 
his  views  more  in  extenso  on  this  subject  ot  Abolition.  Negro 
slavery,  whether  right  or  wrong,  whether  for  goiwl  or  for  evil, 
bad  been  so  long  incorporated  into  our  system,  that  it  trust  be 
left  to  the  operation  of  causes  hidden  from  human  ken,  and  to 
the  mysterious  plans  of  a  wi^e  Providence— not  to  be  seen  even 
through  a  gjitm  darkly.  I<et  every  citizen  of  this  Republic  ro- 
memberi  with  deep  concern,  that  ihia  13  a  moet  delicate  ord 
dangerous  topic,  and  cannot  be  louf^hcd  without  h'UKard  to  o.t 
peace  and  union,  prosperity  ;i'id  hapn'nf"««.  Mr.  Pope  wonld 
have  declared  his  disapprobation  of  the  la'^t  rt'soliition  of  the 

gentleman  from  New  Jfampsiiirc,  [Mr.  ATHsnTON.]  because 
y  implication  it  seemed  to  concede  the  ripht  to  pn'setu  Aboli- 
tion petitions,  instead  of  refusing  to  receive  them.  It  is  the  duty 
of  thle  House,  Mr.  Popb  would  have  insisted,  to  tell  the  Aboli- 
tioniste  in  a  decided  tone  that  their  petitions  would  and  conid 
not  be  received,  because  they  asked  an  Interference  of  this  Go- 
Temmentfor  purposes  and  objects  inci-mpaiible  with  our  peace 
and  safety,  and  the  legitimate  obj  *ctq.ui  th^  CoustiiutipQ. 


the  public  service,  which  have  oocarred  under  this 
Admiuist ration?  When  gentlemen  talk  of  aristo* 
cr  !ts,  bankites,  dkc.  I  really  do  not  ttnderstand  them 
in  reference  to  the  people  of  (he  district  I  represent 
In  the  five  counties  comprising  that  district,  there 
is  no  banlr,  or  bianch  of  any  bank)  nor  do  I  know 
that  (here  is  f  10,000  of  bank  stock  held  in  the  dis- 
trict. There  are  no  very  wealthy  men  there,  and 
but  few  so  poor  as  not  to  have  the  reasonable  com- 
forts of  life.  They  are  farmers  generally,  with  a 
portion  engaged  in  other  pursuits.  They  constitute 
the  industrious  middle  class  of  society,  which,  in 
ail  couiuries,  is  the  most  virtuous,  happy,  and  in- 
dppendf  nt  class — the  salt  of  the  earth.  We  have 
no  public  officers  among  us,  except  postmasters 
with  small  incomes.  No  public  money  is  expend- 
ed there.  We  pay  our  mil  proportion  of  the  re- 
venue; more  than  South  Carolina;  and  more  in  pro- 
portion to  our  population  than  any  of  the  Soathem 
States  ea&t  of  the  Alleghany.  The  .people  do  not 
complain  of  all  this,  if  no  more  is  drawn  from 
them  than  is  necessary,  and  fairly  expended.  They 
ask  nothing  from  this  Qovemment  but  good  laws, 
sood  money,  and  that  their  money  may  not  be  sto- 
len or  plundered  by  unfit  and  unfaithful  offioers  and 
apfents. 

Mr.  Chairman,  (continued  Mr.  Pope,)  I  am  not 
a  mere  partisan  here,  nor  do  I  indulge  any  unkind 
feelings  towards  the  President^  or  those  in  power, 
or  those  who  support  the  Adminisuration.  I  do  not 
predicate  my  course  here  on  the  ground  that  gen- 
tlemen of  either  party  are  enemies  to  our  Republi- 
can institutions,  or  their  country.  I  should  be  very 
unwilliog  to  indulge  any  such  uncharitable  opinion 
of  those  who  may  happen  to  differ  from  me  in  m^ 
political  views.  We  know  that  the  best  Republi- 
cans become  spoiled  and  corrupted  by  too  long  en- 
joyment of  power.  They  too  often  feel  power  and 
forget  right,  and  become  aliens  in  some  degree  to 
that  Republican  spirit  and  feeling  which  animated 
them  before  they  came  into  power.  We  know, 
loo,  that  adversity  in  both  private  and  public  life  is 
the  school  of  virtue,  and  tends  to  purify  those  who 
have  been  too  much  exalted  by  prosperity  or  long 
continuance  in  authority.  It  is  well  known  that, 
in  England,  the  Whigs,  aAer  long  contending  with 
zeal  and  sincere  patriotism  for  the  power  and  privi- 
leges of  Parliament  and  the  people,  against  the 
prerogatives  and  usuipationsof  the  Crown,  have 
often,  after  ousting  a  Tory  Ministry,  and 
gelling  into  power,  turned  Tories  in  principle 
and  practice;  and  the  Tories,  stript  of  power 
and  identified  with  the  popular  party,  have  in 
time  in  their  turn  become  Whigs.  Such  is  hu- 
man nature,  and  such  the  course  of  human  af- 
fairs; and  occasional  changes  of  the  high  execu- 
tive officers  of  the  Government  may  be  justly  deem- 
ed the  great  conservative  principle  of  freedom.  I 
believe  (continued  Mr.  Pope)  that  a  change  of  this 
administration  is  essential  to  the  healthy  action  of 
the  body  politic,  and  necessary  to  restore  theoon- 
stituiional  balanceof  the  Government.  I  am  will- 
ing (baid  he)  to  see  the  Whigs  come  into  power; 
after  being  so  long  out,  they  will,  probably,  admi- 
nister the  Government  well  for  a  while.  1  have 
no  confidence  in  their  extraordmary  purity  or  in- 
fallibility, nor  do  I  know  that  I  shall  be  one  of 
their  party  if  they  get  in.  I  shall  give  no  pledges. 
To  me  it  is  matter  of  no  individual  concern  who  is 
in  or  out.  I  act,  and  shall  continue  to  act,  under 
(ho  influence  of  public  considerations  and  public 
duty.  Some  material  errors  will,  I  expect,  be  cor- 
rected, and  abuses  reformed.  Mr.  Chairman  (con- 
tinued Mr.  Pope,)  I  cannot  approve  the  principles 
and  measures  of  this  Administration,  so  far  as  they 
have  been  developed  since  )  took  my  seat  In  the 
present  Congress.  Permit  me,  sir,  to  say  lo  gentle- 
men, ol  the  Whig  party,  that  they  will  confuse  the 
public  mind  by  making  too  many  points  in  their 
cau^e,  some  of  them  irrelevant  and  untenable,  and 
others  of  a  doubtful  character,  and  not  to  be  de- 
pended on  in  a  great  contest  of  principle.  When 
1  fit  St  came  to  the  bar,  1  was  in  the  habit  of  uiging 
to  the  jury  many  points,  when  two  or  three  would 
have  been  sufficient.  I  ever  found  that  course  un- 
fortunate; my  adversary  met  and  defeated  me  on 
my  weakest  ground,  and  the  attention  of  the  jury 
was  too  often  diverted  from  the  Urue  question  at 
issue.    Expi^f^epce  soon  demonstrated  to  .me  tbtl. 
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25th  C(mG*»**2D  Ssss* 


Jixpeniis  of  the  Government — Mr.  Pope. 


it  my  oftOM  was  good,  Um  moBt  honest  and  best 

•  poliof  was  to  select  mjr  strong  points,  and  press 
then,  nnobscttrr d  by  immaterial  matters,  on  the 
attention  of  the  jarjr.  I  mast  be  permitted  (said 
Mr.  Pops)  to  say  to  gentlemen  of  the  Oppesition,  if 
th^  cause  is  good,  honesty  a&d  fairness  is  the  best 
policy.  I  would  advise  that  good  and  substantial 
pleas  in  bar  to  the  continoanoe  of  the  present  men 
in  Dower  shouid  be  put  in,  and  yerified  by  proof 
ana  argument. 

I  will  now  endeavor  to  place  before  this  House 
and  the  people  the  principles  contended  for  by  the 
Preudent  and  bis  friends.  By  the  3d  section  of  the 
9d  article  of  the  Constitution,  it  is  provided  that  the 
Piesideni  shall,  from  Kme  to  time,  give  to  the  Con- 
gresslnformation  of  the  state  of  the  Union,  and  re- 
commend to  their  consideration  such  measures  as  he 

•  shall  Judge  necessary  and  expedient.  This  is  the 
only  grant  of  power  to  the  President  to  Influence, 
direct,  or  control  the  legislative  action  of  Congress 
in  advance.  After  Congress  has  acted,  and  pre- 
sented a  bill  to  the  President  for  his  approval,  he 
is  authorized  to  consider  it,  and  may  return  it  with 
his  objections,  which  can  only  be  overruled  by  a 
majority  of  two-thiids.  With  regard  to  measures 
which  Congress  may  judge  necessary  and  expedi- 
ent for  the  good  of  the  people,  the  President  is  not 
authorised  to  prejudge  or  v^to  in  advance,  and  has 

.  no  authority  to  interfere  until  Congress  shall  have 
acted.  To  denounce  a  measure  beforehand,  to 
prevent  the  action  of  Congress,  Is  either  an  ae- 
sun^ptioa  of  authority  or  an  exercise  of  influence 
incompatible  with  the  spirit  of  this  free  system  of 
government.  The  President,  in  his  first  message 
to  this  Congress,  not  content  with  disdiaiging  the 
dtaty  imposed  on  him  by  the  Constitution,  in  re- 
commending measures  for  the  cnnsideraiinn  of 
Congress,  intimates  an  uncompromising'  hostility  to 
a  National  Bank,  and  indirectly  menaces  us  with  a 
veto.  If  the  advocates  of  a  strict  construction  of 
the  Constitution,  who  protest  against  implied  and 
constructive  powers,  can  endorse  this  unauthorized 
assumption  of  the  Executive,  I  must  declare  my 
dissent  from  it. 

The  Pre5ident  next  calls  on  Congress  for  a  bank- 
rapt  law,  to  annul  the  State  l^ks  whidi  had 
abused  their  potrers^banks  owing  their  creation 
to  State  power,  and  responsible  only  to  the  States. 
This  appears  to  me  the  highest  prer(%ative  ever 
oiaimed  for  this  Qovernment  over  the  sovereignty 
of  the  States,  and  aims  a  more  fatal  stab  at  their 
authority  and  independence  than  has  been  ever 
suggested  since  the  origin  of  this  Federal  Govern- 
ment. The  alien  and  sedition  laws  were  trifles 
compared  with  this  mobt  extravagant  pretension. 
Whether  banks  deriving  their  charters  from  State 
authority  have  abused  or  forfeited  their  charters 
are  questions  of  State  cognizance  eidusively,  and 
beyond  the  pale  of  Federal  authority.  The  propo- 
sition advanced  by  the  President  is  so  obviously 
and  palpably  monstrous,  that  no  aigoment  can  be 
necessary  to  expose  its  fallacy;  no  reasoning  has 
ever  been  advanced  in  either  House  to  sustain  it. 
If  the  State  Rights  gentlemen  csn  countenance  for 
a  moment  this  assault  upon  the  sovereignty  of  the 
States,  they  will  excuse  me  for  declining  to  be  of 
their  party.  In  the  second  message  of  the  Presi- 
dent to  this  Congress,  in  December,  1837,  he  im- 
putes the  result  of  the  elections  in  New  York  to 
bankinfluence,  andat  least  indirectly  impeaches 
the  motives  of  ihe  people  when  acting  in  their  high- 
est sovereign  capacity.  Are  the  motives  and  con- 
tact of  the  people,  in  the  exercise  of  the  right  of 
self-government,  to  be  questioned  before  any  hu- 
man tribunal?  If  ijie  people  are  not  sovereign  in 
the  selection  of  agents  to  mana|(5  their  afiairs,  how, 
or  where,  or  when,  is  the  principle  of  self-govern- 
ment seen,  felt,,  or  understood;  and  where,  unless 
at  the  petUs,  is  the  sovereignty  of  the  people  dis- 
played? If  they  are  sovereign,  who  dare  to  arraign ' 
their  purity  and  infallibility?  The  sovereign  is  ever 
to  be  presumed  right,  just,  and  wise;  and,  if  wrong, 
that  sovereign  alone  must  correct  its  own  errors. 
From  what  part  of  the  Constitution  does  the  Presi- 
dent deduce  the  high  prerogative  of  instituting  an 
inquisition  into  the  motives  and  conduct  of  the  peo- 
ple, the  common  sovereign  over  atl  public  agents 
and  functionaries  known  to  this  Government?  The 
P^  thebaUotboxe^  an  the  cfaanvels  tlvongli 


which  the  public  will  is  most  clearly  and  constitu- 
tionally expressed;  and  the  inquiry  can  never  be 
made,  what  influenced  the  voters,  but  can  only  go 
to  the  fact,  has  the  popular  will  been  ezpresied, 
and  bow  has  the  sovereign  spoken? 

The  President,  in  his  last  me»age  to  Congress, 
has  travelled  out  of  the  sphere  of  Executive  ac- 
tion, and  assailed  the  decision  of  the  inferior  court 
and  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States  in  the 
mandamus  case  against  the  Postmaster  Oeucral. 
Now,  Mr.  Chairman,  where  does  the  President 
deduce  the  constitutional  authority  to  arraign  the 
decisions  of  the  judicial  tribunals  at  the  bar  of  this 
House?  The  executive,  judicial,  and  legislative 
departments  aredeclared.to  be  separate  and  distinct, 
and  their  respective  powers  are  defined  by  the 
Constitution.  It  certainly  does  not  belong  lo  the 
Executive  lo  revise  andlBondemn  the  decibions  of 
the  Judiciary;  but  to  Congress,  and  more  to  this 
House,  has  the  Constitution  assigned  the  power  to 
mquire  into  the  conduct  af  the  judges,  and  to  im- 
peach them,  if  necessary  and  proper  to  do  so.  If 
the  President  had  suggested  the  propriety  of  repeal- 
ing the  power  to  issue  the  writ  of  mandamus  in  the 
oases  referred  to,  I  certainly  should  not  find  fault 
with  him;  because  Mr.  Chairman,  (continued  Mr. 
P.)  I  solemnly  protest  against  the  power  of  the 
Judiciary  or  the  Executive  to  order  moaey  out  of 
the  Treasury  of  the  people  without  the  authority  of 
the  Representatives  of  the  people.  Congress,  and 
more  especiall?  this  House,  has,  by  the  Constitu 
tion,  control  of  the  public  purse.  Mr.  P.  said  he 
had  not  read  or  considereu  the  opinion  of  the  court 
in  the  mandamus  case,  nor  was  he  prepared  to  pro- 
noonee  it  right  or  wrong;  but  be  was  mdined  to 
concur  with  the  President,  that  the  power,  if  it  ex- 
isted, to  order  money  out  of  the  Treasury  by  man- 
damus, uughi  to  be  repealed.  The  first  aad  vital 
principle  of  free  government  held  by  enlightened 
Whigs  in  England  and  Ameriaa,  and  for  which  so 
much  blood  has  been  shed  by  our  ancestors,  con- 
sists in  preserving  to  the  representative  body  the 
exclusive  guardianship  and  control  of  the  public 
purse. 

This  is  the  cjirdinal  point  involved  in  the  mighty 
political  struggle  now  pending  before  the  nauon. 
Shall  the  Treasury  of  the  people  be  divorced  from 
the  control  of  the  President,  and  restored  to  the 
care  of  their  immediate  representatives  ?  is  the 
great  question  to  be  decided  in  the  present  pdlitical 
contest.  This  is  the  great  Conservative  principle 
which  has  been  maintained  fur  ages  by  the  enlight- 
ened friends  of  freedom  in  England  and  this  conn- 
try,  as  the  best  and  only  effectual  security  for  the 
liberties  of  the  people  against  tyranny  and  oppjes- 
sion.  It  is  the  old  question  between  the  friends  of 
liberty  and  the  power  and  privileges  of  parliament, 
and  the  supporters  of  the  power  and  prerogatives  of 
the  Crown.  In  that  contest,  after  a  long  and  bloody 
struggle,  the  Whigs  of  England  triumphed  over 
the  advocates  of  Executive  power,  as  they  will 
here,  if  they  will  only  make  this  the  prominent 
plea  in  bar  to  the  continuance  of  this  Administia- , 
tion.  I  beseech  gentlemen  not  to  obscure  this  lead- 
ing point  by  vague  and  indefinite  talks  about  large 
expenditures,  for  which  a  large  portion  of  the  Op- 
position voted,  or  Executive  patronage,  which  they 
have  aided  to  increase.  Mr.  Popx  said  that,  by 
the  removal  of  the  depositee  from  the  care  of  those 
to  whom  it  had  been  confided  by  Congress,  the 
custody  and  control  of  the  public  funds  had  been 
wrested  from  the  Representative  body;  and  this 
8ub-Tr?asury  scheme,  urged  upon  Congress  and 
the  nation  by  the  President  and  his  friends, 
was  intended  to  consummate  the  usurpations 
of  his  illustrious  predecessor.  The  President 
and  bis  supporters  contend  that  the  key  of  the 
strong  box  should  be  placed  in  the  hands  of  the 
President,  and  those  under  his  inunediate  direc- 
tion j  while  his  opponents  Insist  that  the  public 
meney  should  be  confided  to  agents  under  the  con- 
trol of  and  directly  responsible  to  Congress.  It  is,  i 
repeat,  (said  Mr.  P.)  in  essence,  the  old  question 
between  the  power  of  Parliament  and  royal  prero- 
gative. And  I  would  exhort  the  Opposition  to  let 
nothing  divert  the  i>ublic  attention  from  this  lead- 
ing and  great  question.  I  shall  be  one  of  the  last 
(said  Mr.  P.)  to  speak  in  terms  of  disrespect  or  re- 
proach of  Oenaral  ^ackBon,  a  bteve  man  and  apa- 


triot,  who  so  ofu.n  staked  his  life  for  his  tmn 
and  shed  lustre  on  our  nationsl  character,    hi 
men  have  felt  more  grateful  than  mysflffor^, 
public  services,  or  more  admirrtiioii  forhtshtiUiitt 
achievements.    I  was  zealous  and  sDeeie  ja  a* 
efforts  to  bestow  on  binr  the  highest  honor  ia  Hk 
giftofhiscountiy.      While  I  respect  this  illwij. 
ous  individual,  and  am  ready  to  honor  bin  forim 
deeds  of  valor,  (continued  Blr.  P.)  I  can  aemca- 
dorse  his  assaults  upon  the  fnadamental  princiaia 
of  the  Constitution,  and  his  disreganlof  tbepovm, 
will,  and  action,  of  the  legtslative  body.  With  hs 
motives  I  have  no  concern,  nor  do  I  iateod  lo 
question  their  purity;  but  I  owe  it  tomyedf,  to  a? 
country,  and  to  my  immediate  eoiistiiiKBi»,ioiafaB 
my  voice,  on  all  proper  occasiom,  agaiaat  that  ar- 
bitrary, ruinous  measure,  the  removal  of  thedepo- 
sites.    By  that  act,  the  wall  of  partition  phnd  by 
the  Constitution  between  the  Legislative  aad  B»> 
cutive  Departments  was  broken  down,  aad  ibe 
equilibrium  of  power  established  1^  that  intrv 
meat  oven  bro  «n.      It  was  done  in  defiaaoe  of  the 
expressed  will  ofthe  legislative  body;  aad  it  w 
an  unanihorized  interference  with  the  official  fov- 
ers  and  duties  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treaiaiy,  ht 
which  I  could  never  find  any  jostilicaiiflo  or  apohK 
gy.    The  public  money  was  placed  ia  ihi  UaiKi 
States  Bank  by  the  Legislature,  never  lo  beimo^ 
ed  by  the  Secretary  without  reasoas,  and  iboie  rI' 
sons  to  be  assigned  to  Congress,  instead  of  the  P» 
sident.      I  insist  that  the  officer  at  the  head  of  ik 
Treasury,  according  to  the  true  inieat  and  s|Mrit  tf 
the  Constitution  and  laws,  is  ibe  ofBcerofCoi|i« 
quoad  the  custody  and  management  of  the  pibfe 
money;  and  ihailhe  President  coald  not ri||liifalf 
direct   or   control   the   action    of  that  Dep«W 
roent.    The  power  of  removal  for  gross  aiiswoda* 
does  not  carry  wiih  it  the  right  to  direct  the  ind 
operations  of  the  Treasury  Department.  No  M 
dent  had  ever  assumed  such  direelioa  or  ooad^ 
not  even  Washington  or  Jeffersoa,  whoaepopilifr 
ty  enabled  them  to  enlarge  eiecotife  power  aali^ 
fluence  more  than  any  Presidents,  oniil  ibereiBa 
Qeneral  Jackson.    By  a  reference  to  the  tint  k« 
creating  the  several  departments  of  ihiawj^ 
ment,  a  marked  difference  will  be  noticed  li«ii» 
the  Department  of  State,  of  War,  and  tk^ 
and  the  law  creating  the  Tnasntj  lk^t>m 
that  of  Stite,  War,  and  Navy  are  called  BmJJ 
Departmente,  and  placed  under  the  control  aadif 
rection  of  the  President;  whereas  thcTreawiTW 
partment  is  not  called  an  Extcutiw  ^^fP'JJJ? 
and  the  head  of  the  Treasury  is  loperfom«w 
ties  as  shall  be  direcied  bylaw.   Thiidsiia^ 
runs  through  most  of  the  Stale  eoastitatiiw,  «■; 
the  money  depaitment  is  coasldeied  erery  w^ 
directly  under  the  control  and  direction  of  itel^ 
lative  body.    The  submission  of  ^j^V^^ 
their  representatives  to  this  lawless  iatcifcwgj 
the  Executive  with  the  public  money,  ^J^f^ 
of  legislative  will,  has  surprised  andjnojtilet  I 
more  than  any  thing  which  ban  oecai«da««l 
liucal  history.  Thcreigaof  Oen.  Jactoss,** 
of  its  features,  may   be  compared  (conMicti 
Popb)  with  that  of  Gtueen  Elisabeth,  caM^ 
English    comn^ntators   the  greatest  of  MJ 
monarchs.  She  maiotaJied  the  most  sbsoWiiw 
rity,  without  losing  the  affections  of  the  P«l*^ 
her  energy  and  skill,  she  defeated  the  mo* J"^ 
dable  fleet  that  had  ever  sailed  on  theoeeii|L 
Ihe  Spanish  Armada,  and  laid  the  fouadB«»«i 
naval  power  of  England,  and  ga?e  *^ 
rank  in  the  scale  of  nations  unknown  j'**^^ 
couiv'e  was,  in  many  respects,  ^^""JJJ^JJ 
deportment  was  popular.    She  prolessedjW 
the  people,  and  acknowledged  thtiT  liWJ 
took  care  to  use  her  own  dictioasiyw*"" 
term  liberty.    Her  will  was,  in  a  giesi 
law  of  the  realm.    The  friends  of  the 
pies  of  the  English   Constitution  were 
make  a  stand  against  her  power  and 
influence.    It  has  been  well  remarked  vf 
rian,  that  she  obiained  a  lease  for  life  « 
power,  and  (hat  if  the  force  of  fiee 
free  ins*  ituiions  were  not  destroyed,  ufl 
pended  during  her  feign.    Her 
to  tread  in  the  footsteps  of  their 
cesser,  wiilmat  the  ability,  tmif|f«  < 
aoBtaiJi  ftib  hig^  ground  of  xcyu  f) 
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|Md  by  Ctaeea  Blinbelb;  and  aAer  her  death,  the 
frieDdB  of  freedom  rote  in  all  their  strength,  resisted 
the  arrogant  and  tyrannieal  pretemions  of  sncceed- 
jDg  Bi4«arch8,  and,  a  Aer  a  long,  and  bloody  strag- 
gle, settled  the  principles  of  English  libehy  by  the 
Revolation  of  1688. 

Gen.  Jackson  was  elevated  to  the  Presidential 
chair,  by  the  gralitade  and  affections  of  the  Ameri- 
eaa  people,  for  his  heroic  achierements.  His  mi- 
Utaiy  eireer,  his  energy  and  decision  of  character, 
)m  admitted  patriotism^  his  popular  deportment, 
his  professed  de?otioa  to  the  principles  of  the  Con- 
ititntion  and  the  liberties  of  the  people,  as  he  look 
the  liberty  to  understand  them,  gave  him  an  as- 

adaney  orer  the  public  mind,  which  rendered  re- 
rttaaee  lo  bts  Adininistratk>n  Tain  and  frnitlesa. 
rhe  afleetions  and  admiration  of  the  American 
people  granted  him  a  lease  for  his  term  of  senrice 
10  act  in  a  great  degree  according  to  his  own  will. 
Besides  removing  the  deposites,  he  exercised  the 
leto  power  in  a  manner  and  to  an  extent  nnezam- 
pled  in  oor  Government,  and  beyond  any  thing 
known  in  the  history  of  Great  Britain,  in  mO' 
Ipra  times.  Indeed,  it  can  hardly  be  presumed 
hat  such  an  exertion  of  the  veto  power  by  a  Bri*- 
ish  king  would  be  tolerated  or  submitted  to,  and 
heprolMitt)  result  would  be  rebellion  and  civil 
tar.  He  ordered  the  public  money  to  be  removed 
'ron  the  place  assigned  by  law,  without  the  con- 
iBtof  Coogfeaa,  and  deposited  it  in  the  hands  of 
mk  agents,  created  bf  State  authority,  and  in  no 
naaer  responsible  to  this  Government. 

Mr.  Pops  would  not  advert  to  other  matters  often 
cesented  to  the  consideration  of  the  people.  The 
ifseot  Administration  is  pledged  to  main  the  prin- 
ipies  and  measures  of  the  last,  and  it  is  for  the 
IMkI  sense  of  the  community  to  decide  whether 
ky  will  adhere  to  the  successor  of  General  Jack- 
la  in  sopport  of  the  measures  and  the  pnndples 
>  which  I  have  adverted.  I  was  bom  in  the  Old 
Isiiinion,  and  have  ever  been  proud  to  claim  it  as 
Ift  hmd  of  ny  birth,  until  that  State  bowed  in  sub- 
Mon  to  these  usurpations  of  the  Federal  Execu- 
Ivr.  But  I  was  still  more  mortified  to  hear  that 
lb  great  Commonwealth  had  required  the  Senate 
I  the  nation,  composed  of  the  representatives  of 
instates,  to  be  degraded  and  humbled  in  dust 
Id  ashes  at  the  feet  of  the  American  monarch, 
Ma»%  they  had  dared  to  disapprove' his  usurps- 
MS.  The  enlightened  friends  of  liberty  through- 
It  J|ie  world  must  be  astounded  at  the  fact,  that 
•  people  of  Virginia,  the  birthnlace  of  Wash* 
(|«DD,  Henry,  Jefferson,  Mason,  Madison,  and  a 
m  of  others  of  Republican  stamp,  could  look  on 
Ml  composure  at  these  outranges  on  the  principles 
.*ear  int.  system,  and  in  derogation  of  powers 
Id  privileges  confided  to  the  Legislative  body.  I 
ill  not,  Mr.  Chairman,  despair  of  the  Republic, 
flifldalgea  hope  that  there  must  be  a  political 
feneration  in  the  Old  Dominion,  and  that  we  shall 
M  see  on  this  floor  her  sons  animated  with  the 
f^  oC  Washington,  Henry,  and  other  friends  to 
MiiitQtional  liberty,  ready  to  restore  to  Congress, 
il  especially  to  this  body,  their  control  over  the 
iiit  parse,  and  to  rebuild  the  partition  wall 
ihed  by  the  founders  of  our  system,  between  Bx- 
■liwe  and  Legiidative  power.  I  trust  we  shall 
in  have  a  majority  here  whe  will  order  the  ori- 
tel  mandate  for  the  remorai  of  the  deposites  to 
[jbronsbt  to  this  House,  and  marked  and  branded 
Sh  poblic  condemnation,  or  burnt  like  ihe  Yazoo 
t«f  Qeorgia,  by  fire  from  Heaven.  When  this 
iema  duty  shall  be  performed,  I  will  then  believe 
i  Birpublic  still  lives  in  substance,  as  it  came 
HI  the  hands  of  our  forefathers. 
Kr.  Chairman,  the  President  denounces  eorpora- 
andl  associated  wealth.    Such  slang  might  be 

jted  at  cross-roads  or  grocery  taverns;  but  I 

Mrprised  and  niortified  to  find  such  in  a  state 
emanating  from  the  Chief  Magistrate  of  a 
luittoo.  It  is  not  the  language  of  a  dignified 
,»ir,  bm  the  slang  of  an  electioneering  dema- 
Whether  I  agree  with  a  President  or  not 
▼lews,  I  can  respect  him  as  the  first  officer 
iBgf  Oovemment,  if  his  course  is  marked  by  dig- 
jr  aiul  propriety.  In  this  war  on  corporations 
I  asBOcmited  wealth,  he  only  imitates  a  British 
lim  James  the  Pirst,  or  one  of  the  Charleses, 
1^  in  tlie  pleiiCil«dB  oC  hisroy^  pi«ng«tive,  as- 


serted the  right  to  annul  the  chartzrs  of  incorpora- 
lion  in  England.  1  think  he  annulled  one,  that  of 
the  city  of  London,  and  alarmed  others  into  a  sur 
render  of  their  charters,  and  they  obtained  new 
charters  from  his  Majesty  upon  the  payment  of  a 
bonus.  He  did  not  make  war  on  corporations  to 
secure  the  liberties  or  good  of  the  people,  bat  to 
increase  the  power  and  patronage  of  the  Crown, 
and  t)  fill  the  coffers  of  the  King.  Whether  any 
higher  motives  inflaencc  those  who  denonnce  cor- 
porations here,  I  leave  to  others  lo  determine. 
What  is  meant  by  afsociated  wealth  to  creae  pre- 
judice or  odium,  I  do  not  understand.  This  slang 
either  has  no  definite  meaning,  or  is  the  lowest  sort 
of  locofocoism — intended,  as  I  imagine,  to  array 
the  poor  against  the  rich.  A  Slate,  every  political 
association  or  body  politic,  is  a  corporation;  it  is 
associated  wealth;  men  unite  and  form  a  State  or 
body  politic,  to  secure  property  as  well  as  life  and 
liberty,  and  for  the  general  happiness  and  pros- 
perity. An  incorporated  city  or  town  is  a  body 
politiq  an  association  of  wealth  or  property,  for 
the  better  security  of  properly,  as  well  as  life  and 
liberty,  and  every  other  blessing  incident  to  the 
social  state.  Many  corporations  are  composed  of 
individuals  with  small  funds,  who  pat  small  sums 
together  to  accomplish  some  useful  object,  to  which 
the  surplus  capital  of  no  one  individual  is  compe- 
tent. Bridges,  roads,  insurance  companies  of  every 
kind  are  formed  in  this  way.  But  I  will  not  detain 
the  committee  by  details  on  this  Subject.  These 
corporations,  formed  by  many  individuals,  create 
a  common  interest,  and  are  so  many  fixtures  inihe 
Siate,  giving  strength  and  stability  to  the  whole 
frame  of  human  society. 

From  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  drawn  and  presented  by  the  chairman,  the 
organ  to  this  House  of  the  Kzecotive  Administra- 
tion, we  must  infer  that  the  Executive  is  against  a 
tariff  to  protect  American  industry;  against  internal 
improvements  of  any  kind,  national  or  local,,  in- 
cluding harbors.  He  is  against  the  distribution  of 
the  pnblic  land  or  its  proceeds  among  the  States; 
he  is  for  holding  the  proceeds  as  a  part  of  the  per- 
manent annual  revenue.  With  regard  to  a  pro- 
tective tariff,  nothing  need  now  be  said,  because 
that  subject  has  been  compr6mised  and  settled  until 
the  year  1843.  I  do  not  understand  that  any  man, 
of  any  party,  i$.for  disturbing  the  question  before 
ih&t  time.  With  regard  to  internal  improvements, 
no  discnsfion  is  necessary,  because,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  two  or  three  roads  of  a  national  charac- 
ter and  of  great  necessity  and  utiliiy,  which  this 
Oovemment  has  commenced  and  seems  to  be 
bound  in  good  faith  to  complete,  I  am  not  aware 
that  any  public  man  is  urging  on  Congress  or  the 
nation  the  policy  of  engaging  in  a  system  of  inter- 
nal improvements.  General  Jackson  conceded  the 
power  to  make  improvements  of  a  national  cha- 
racter; and  I  believe  no  person  contends  for  more, 
and  but  few  for  thai  much.  It  may  be  necessary 
to  make  a  few  roaas  with  reference  to  military  ope- 
rations or  carrying  the  mail.  I  consider  (continued 
Mr.  P.)  these  questions  of  tariff  and  internal  im- 
provements disposed  of  for  the  present.  If  my 
friend  from  Virginia  [Mr.  Robertson]  will  read  a 
part  of  my  speech  on  the  Bank  question,  in  1611, 
he  will  find  that,  allhoogh  we  may  not  agree  aloui 
a  National  Bank,  we  are  nearer  together  about  the 
line  of  demarcation  between  Federal  and  State 
powers  than  he  supposes.  I  there  contend  that 
this  Government  ought  to  avoid,  as  far  as  possible, 
any  agency  in  the  interior  of  the  States,  and  leave 
to  them  all  matters  of  local  concern,  confining  this 
Qovernment  to  matters  strictly  national.  The  Pre- 
sident, as  I  have  before  staled,  contends  for  a  Sub- 
Treasury  to  place  the  public  money  under  the 
control  and  in  the  keeping  of  the  Executive  and 
officers  holding  at  his  pleasure,  and  is  oppomd  to  a 
National  Bank  to  be  made  our  fiscal  agent  and  di- 
realy  responsible  lo  Congress.  I  shall  not  (snid 
Mr.  Popb)  at  this  period,  discuss  this  suhject 
at  large.  At  the  called  srssion,  1  presented  a  pro- 
position for  a  National  Bank,  reserving  one-third 
of  the  Slock  to  be  divided  among  the  States,  and 
'  precluding  foreign  sock  holders  from  any  control 
or  management  of  the  institution,  with  other 
provisions,  to  be  found  in  the  proceedings  of 
this  House.    Without  discussion  that  subject  was 


silenced  by  the  previous  question.  There  neirer 
has  been  a  majority  in  this  Congress  for  a  Na« 
lional  Bank,  Sab-Treasury,  or  the  State  bank 
agency.  I  must  ask  leave,  (continued  Mr.  P.)  on 
this  occasion,  to  say  to  the  Conservative  gentlemen 
that  I  cannot  endorw  their  scheme  of  State  banks, 
because  I  have  no  faith  in  them;  Uiey  will. multiply 
and  expand  until  they  explode  again.  I  may  vole 
for  them  in  preference  to  the  Sub^Treasury,  but  it 
will  require  an  effort  with  myself  to  make  a 
choice.  Gentiemen  talk  much  of  the  danger  of 
one  bank  monster,  which  has  proved  usefVil  and 
safe,  and  stood  the  test  for  years.  Now,  sir,  a 
many  headed  i^onster  of  State  banks  is  more  . 
frightful  to  me  than  one.  We  are  called  on  to 
appoint  at  least  twenty-six  banks  agents,  under  the 
auihoriiy  of  the  twenty -six  States,  not  under  the 
control  of  this  Qowmment,  or  responsible  to  keep 
the  public  money.  In  the  city  of  New  York  half 
our  revenue  is  collected;  and  suppose  twelve  or 
fifteen  millions  of  ihe  national  revenue  deposited 
in  Ihe  New  York  banks,  and  that  great  State  was 
to  array  herself  sgainsl  the  laws  and  authority  of 
this  Government,  and  renew  the  scenes  of  nullifi- 
cation, tell  their  banks  to  withhold  the  revenue^  and 
give  ihem  a  pledge  of  indemnity— what,  sir,wouhl 
be  our  condition,  and  how  could  the  funds  be 
reached  when  perhaps  most  wanted?  I  beseech 
gentlemen  to  weigh  Uiis  matter  like  statesmen,  and 
not  sacrifice  their  country  to  preserve  their  con- 
sistency in  error.  Every  candid  man  must  per- 
ceive at  once  that,  if  bank  agency  is  necessary  and 
proper  for  this  Qovernment,  it  must  have  the  pow- 
er, and  ought  to  exercise  it,  to  create  a  sound,  safe, 
and  responsible  bank  agent,  with  branches  in  every 
State  to  receive  and  pay  out  the  public  funds,  ac- 
cording to  the  directions  of  Congress.  This  Go- 
vernment, with  regard  to  cardinal  powers  clearly 
and  distinctly  granted,  ought  to  be  independent  in 
its  action  of  any  other  authority,  and  die  public 
purse  should  be  divorced  from  the  control  of  Ex- 
ecutive, judiciary,  and  tverj  authority,  except  the 
representatives  of  the  people  in  Congress.  This 
is  the  great  principle  for  which  I  contend,  and  the 
leading  question  now  before  the  American  peoj^e. 
I  repeat,  that  I  have  a  mortal  aversion  to  this  many 
headed  monster,  the  Slate  banks;  and,  if  I  should 
vote  for  any  such  project,  it  will  be  for  no  other 
purpose  than  to  defeat  another  measure,  the  Sub- 
Treasury,  the  leading  objftct  of  which  is  to  place  the 
public  purse  more  directiy  under  Executive  direc- 
tion. There  is  but  one  right  course  about  any  m^ng; 
the  course  marked  out  by  the  wise  and  enlightened 
statesmen  and  patriots  who  have  gone  before  us-* 
and  that  is  in  relation  to  our  fiscal  agent,  a  Nation- 
al Bank;  and  their  wisdom  has  been  fortified  by 
Ihe  experience  of  forty  years.  Every  other  expe- 
riment has  failed,  with  great  loss  and  injury  to  the 
country;  and  yet  gentlemen  insist  that  they  most 
be  consistent.  The  more  I  reflect  on  this  State 
Bank  system,  in  connection  with  this  GK>vemment, 
the  more  I  dislike  it.  It  has  a  tAideney  to  bring  the 
moneyed  interest  and  institutions  of  the  States  in 
contact,  and  under  the  influence  of  this  (Govern- 
ment. Previous  to  the  year  1811,  when  Uie  chai^ 
ter  of  the  first  Bank  expired,  oor  monetarv  system. 
was  safe  and  sound,  the  banking  system  had  beda 
generally  honesHy  and  prudenUy  conducted,  and  no 
redundant  or  spurious  paper  currency  had  cursed 
this  people.  Many  enlightened  and  disinterested 
men  of  the  Republican  party  assured  me  at  that 
time  that  no  bank  in  the  world  had  been  better  ma- 
naged than  the  bank  created  with  lie  sanction  of 
Pr(^sident  Washington,  tiie  charter  of  whkh  was 
then  about  to  expire.  It  was  generally  believed 
for  some  lime  before  that  period  that  the  char- 
ter would  be  renewed,  and  every  vote  given  ia  the 
two  Houses  of  Congress  had  indicated  thai  result; 
but  from  causes  not  necessary  now  to  explain,  the 
bill  to  renew  the  charter  failed  in  the  Seiiate  by  the 
casting  vote  of  the  Vice  Presideat.  This  event 
gave  birth  to  a  host  of  State  banks,  the  history  of 
which  is  well  known.  After  an  experiment  of  foar 
years  of  this  Slate  Bank  system,  aaother  Natbnal 
Bank  was  created,  with  the  sanction  of  Mr.  Afadt- 
son  and  his  friends.  Th?  Stats  banks,  without  the 
controlling  check  of  a  National  institaiion,  will  not, 
I  fear,  fincceed  in:  securing  to  the  People  either  a 
onifonn  or  aottad  eaimicy;    A  Ba4i  of  iha 
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banks  thai  tQormo«$  mrplns  dlstdhuied  tmm 
the   Scales  in  1836  and  1837;  and  whicT! 
wiihdrawing  so  large  an  amonni  from  iheorSii 
channels  of  trade  *nd  bttsinew,  coadacftl  noJi 
thai  denngement  of  t^e  carreaey  ud  m^ 
sion  in  our   commercial  affairs  m  1837.    1^ 
deposiie  act  of  163^  with  a  small  Tuiaiiu  wm 
in  substance,  a  division  of  the  land  raod  ^qJ 
the  States,  accordlni;  to  Mr.  Cla^'t  Tm  ]£ 
Clay  made  eirerj  eCort  in  his  power  to  piviw  i 
sorplQs  in  the  Treasury,  by  a  ditfribitjua  of  lb 
proceeds  of  the  public  lands  among  the  Staler,  aii 
if  his  bill  had  not  been  defeated  bjPmideat/iek. 
son,  there  would  have  been  do  snrpiiLs  Cu  tf 
ihz  land  fund  from  the  Treasorj,  aad  the  ivif 
would  not  have  produced  more  (haa  m  Beet» 
ry  to  men  the  usual  demands  on  the  T^eaairj.  i 
very  small  amount  was  expended  for  iaiemlia- 
provemcnts   during   the  AdnuDtstratioo  of  Ml 
Adams,  cempared  with  that  eiptoded  OMlerte 
Administration    of  General  Jadooa.   liefiqi 
great  national  improvement,  the  Camberiand  rai^ 
had  iisorigin  under  the  AdmiaistratiQa  o(  Mr.  Jit 
ferson;  the   work  was  commenced  aoder  that  if 
Mr.  Madison,  and  ^ntinned  older  cTerfAdai* 
tration  since.    Id  181 1,  the  State  of  JKes  Y«k i^ 
piled  to  this  Government  to  aid  her  with  iu^li 
make  a  canal  from  the  waters  of  the  Hadmlt 
i.ake  Erie.    Mr.  AAadison  sent  a  meaagetoOgiiJ 
grass,  recomnMnding  the  snbject  to  cor  fmnlkj 
consideration,  and  commendiBg  ia  the 
terms  the  policy  of  connecting  bv  ialeciai 
ments  the  Atlantic  with  the  Western  eoontiy. 
cut  down  the  mountains  and  faeiliiaie  ihe 
course  between  the  East  and  West,  wastp 
doctrine  at  that  time,  as  well  as  to  reader  dui 
try  independent  of  the  workshops  of  Eefojie. 
S'^othern,  Western,  and  Middle  States,  were 
rally,  at  least  a  large  majority,  for  i^  9^^^' 
people  of  New  England  were  less  favorabk  » 
than  any  portion  of  the  Union.   I  migbt  (ooito 
Mr.  P.)  with  truth  and  justice,  deay  that  Mr- CI 
is  entiUed  to  the  credit  of  orig'naiiag  Uie  Anai'^ 
system;  for  I  believe  Virginia,  Sooth  CatoKu,! 
New  York  have  equal  if  not  saperior  daiK  < 
system  became  popular,  and  the  Eastern  SMa 
ter  Some  reustance,  acquiesc  d;  and  Mr.  C 
with  his  usual  political  tact,  made  bimseif  Ae| 
minent   actor.     When   he   became  Seet«f 
S'ate,  and  seemed  to  be  on   the  high  louii 
Presidency,  other  aspirants  were  alarmed,  w 
termined,  if  possible  to  blast  his  prospects,  w 
der  the  American  system  uhpopolar,  was  aa 
of  the  fir^i  importance  with  the  eneiaiR  ti 
Clay.    The  system  was  too  popular  iheBteH 
recily  resisted;  and  the  high  tariff  of  1838  n 
eontrtvanee  of  the  Jackson  party  for*^*^ 
system,  calculated  to  injare  Mr.  Clay,  s^>»^ 
friends  supported  or   opposed  it.   1  *m 
that  party   at   the    time,  and  it  is  «'* 
that   Mr.  Van.  Boren   and  most  of  the , 
som  men    supported  it.      1  was  a  «»Jo*. 
porter  of  General  Jackson  at  thai  tine, 
were  very  unwilling  for  the  General  W» 
himself,  in  a  m dinner  to  embarrass  hii  fiiw 
injure  himself.     We  were  fortunately  som 
by  the  old  Hero,  who  came  onitor  a 
nff,  a  ground  which    rendered  him 
from  any  q  oarier.    Mr.  Chairman,  (< 
P.)  a  review  of  our  past  political  hisiofyi 
that  many  of  the  leading  measures  cif  tte 
meat  have  been  carried  or  rejected  by  «fc 
a  Presidential  election. 

My  cotleague  [Mr.  MuanAT]  prof«w»i 
Mr.  Clay  much,  although  the  author  «  * 
niiscbief;  but  seems  to  admire  nallifi<a^ 
At  the  moment  Generai  Jackson  waspreT* 
proclamadon  and  force  bil^,  to  deoioWi 
tion  and  its  supporters,  Mr.  Clay  >*^l^ 
averted  the  storm.  This  I  have  cenvda^ 
and  most  patriotic  act  of  his  life,  iU  vd 
given  him  full  credit  for  it;  snd  I  -lha*J 
league,  as  an  act  of  ^eer  jusnc,  ^'^'J 
General  Jacfesoo  and  nulification,  *!■*" 
stowtd  tn  a  distinguished  citizen  <rfo»rB» 
little  praise  for  it. 

Much  is  said  about  the  inciease  IH  t 
gaace  of  our  pu?lk»  ezpcndituresi  bsl  •  ^ 
te^i  this  Administmtioi^  is  R^oiipiW*»»*'' 


United  States,  with  a  large  and  sound  capiul, 
will  not  only  be  a  uaefVil  fiscal  agent,  but  will  fur- 
bish acurrency  of  unquestionable  value.  The  Con- 
stitution has  assigned  to  Congress  the  pawer  to 
coin  money  and  regnlate  the  value  thereof;  and,  if 
gold  and  silver  will  not  answer  over  this  extensive 
country,  and  if  a  paper  rspreseniative  is  to  be 
furnished  for  the  convenience  of  the  people,  it  has 
ever  fleemed  to  me  that  it  ought  to  emanate  fh>m 
tha  authority  of  the  National  Government  Sonne 
object  to  depositing  the  money  in  a  bank  for  the 
benefit  of  the  stockholders;  and  in  that  I  agree  with 
them,  and  will  only  do  it  for  an  equivalent  in  mo- 
ney or  pubbc  services.  The  bank  is  an  insurer  of 
the  safely  of  the  fund  placed  in  it;  if  the  bank  is 
robbed,  the  Gk)vemment  does  not  lose  it,  but  the 
bank;  the  bank  must  place  the  public  money  in  dif- 
ferent parts  of  the  United  States  where  it  is  wanted, 
without  risk  or  expense  to  the  Government.  In 
the  language  of  the  Constitution,  and  in  the  spirit 
of  onr  free  institutions,  (continued  Mr  P.)  i  am 
opposed  to  the  grant  of  any  privileges  to  any  man 
or  set  of  men,  but  in  consideration  of  public  ser- 
vices. Are  not  the  public  funds  more  safe  in 
soond  banks,  under  our  control,  and  responsible  to 
this  Government,  than  ia  the  hands  of  individuals, 
with  whatever  security  they  can  gtTel  Goyern- 
ment  rarely  makes  any  thing  out  of  securities;  and, 
indeed,  it  is  probably  better  that  the  Government 
should  lose  by  the  appointment  of  a  bad  officer 
than  that  innocent  individuals  should  be  ruined. 
On  this  subject  I  will  only  add  that  I  can  make  no 
compromise  of  opinion  or  principle,  unless  con- 
trolled by  the  will  of  my  constituents.  Mr.  P. 
could  not  avoid  expressing  his  astonishment  at  the 
afsault  made  hy  his  colleague  [Mr.  MtrsRAT]  on 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States.  A  man  may  have 
honest  scruples  about  the  constitutionality  of  a 
National  Bank,  but  the  utility  of  such  an  institution 
has  been  generally  admitted  by  the  intelligent  por- 
tion of  all  parties  in  the  nation.  It  is  most  wonder- 
ful to  me  that  a  Western  gentlemen  of  sense  and 
candor  should  object  to  it.  Our  trade  is  carried  on 
with  distant  States,  and  a  national  currency  is 
more  important  to  us  than  to  any  portion  of  the 
Union.  Our  traders  now  bring  the  notes  of  distant 
banks  and  diffuse  them  among  the  people,  the  ya- 
lue  of  which  I  cannot  tell  my  neighbor,  if  he  asks 
me;  but  send  him  to  the  merchant — ^if  he  is  a  poor 
man,  or  a  laborer,  he  may  want  a  ten  or  a  twenty 
dollar  note  converted  into  silver,  to  pay  small 
debts,  and  the  merchant  will  tell  him,  probably, 
that  it  may  be  good,  but  not  very  current;  he  will, 
however,  change  it,  if  the  man  will  take  the  whole 
or  part  in  goods,  or  discount,  one,  t  vo,  or  three,  or 
ten  per  cent,  and  the  holder  will  be  driven  to  ac- 
cept the  terms;  and  in  this  way  the  poor  and  labor* 
ing  classes  are  shaved  constantly,  for  want  of  a 
currency,  stable,  sound,  and  which  can  any  where 
and  every  wheie  be  converted  into  gold  and  silver. 
In  this  state  of  things  every  merchant,  besides  a 
host  of  others,  is  reaping  a  rich  harvest  by  shaving 
and  robbing  the  ignorant  and  laboring  clanes  of  the 
country. 

One  of  the  first  and  hii^hest  duties  of  this  Go- 
vernment is  to  relieve  and  secure  the  people  against 
a  ruinous,  inconvenient,  or  uncertain  medium.  No 
<  part  of  this  Union  was  more  injured  by  fictitious 
and  swindling  banks  and  depreciated  bank  notes 
than  the  West;  and  it  took  many  years  after  the 
last  Bank  of  the  United  States  was  established  to 
redeem  us  from  the  evils  to  which  I  have  adverted. 
A  sound  and  uniform  currency  was  ultimately  re- 
stored to  the  West,  chiefly  by  the  operation  of  the 
branches  of  the  United  States  Bank  established 
there.  At  first  they  were  not  as  prudently  managed 
as  they  ought  to  have  been;  but  for  about  ten 
years  before  the  removal  of  the  deposites,  we  had  a 
good  corrency,  and  onr  condition  in  regard  to  cur- 
rency and  commerce  was  sound  snd  healthy. 
Branch  banks  were  established  at  Pittsburg,  Chilli 
eothe,  Cincinnati,  Lexington,  Louisville,  St.  Louis, 
Nashville,  Natchez,  and  New  Orlpans,  snd  all 
worked  well;  and  1  never  heard  that  any  of  them 
'  engaged  in  the  party  politics  of  the  country.  Some- 
thing was  said  against  the  Louisville  branch,  and 
promptly  repelled  by  two  or  three  directors,  warm 
Jackson  men,  of  high  atandiag.  It  may  net  be 
'  impiopar  or  iraslevaat»  te  oouieetkm  with  this  sub- 


ject, to  allude  to  the  pecuniary  aiudition  of  tne 
Western  and  Southwestrm  States.  Thev  have  no 
surplus  capital  to  make  banks  or  internal  improve- 
ments, and  rebort  to  loans  for  such  purposes.  Not 
only  the  States  West  and  South,  but  many  States 
on  the  Atlantic,  have  made  large  loans  for  those 
objects.  The  several  States  are  now  indebted,  and 
a  great  part  to  foreigners,  between  one  hundred 
and  one  hundred  and  fifty  millions  of  dollars,  at 
an  annual  interest  of  five  or  six  per  cent  Y»  s, 
sir,  after  all  the  clamor  about  foreigners  and  f<}- 
reign  influence,  the  Spates  owe  a  large  amount  to 
foreigners  for  loans  to  make  banks;  and  if  the  funds 
should  be  badly  managed,  or  swindling  directors 
get  the  control  of  the  banks,  the  money  mav  be 
plundered,  and  then  the  people  must  be  taxed  to 
pay  the  principal  and  iaterest  of  these  debts,  or  this 
Government  may  be  called  on  again  to  renew  the 
funding  system.  I  trust  no  such  conseqo«>nces 
may  grow  out  of  this  state  of  thingF;  but  I  must 
appeal  to  the  gentleman  to  answer  me  with  aandor, 
whether  it  would  not  have  been  belter  to  create  a 
national  bank,  require  at  least  one  branch,  with  a 
reasonable  capital,  to  be  placed  in  every  State,  and 
to  lend  money  at  five  or  six  per  cent,  to  aid  the 
business  and  enterprise  of  the  people?  On  this 
plan  no  debts  could  have  been  incurred  by  the 
Stales,  and  a  better  curreacy  would  have  been  fur- 
nished. It  would  certainly  have  been  the  inten-st 
ofthebankto  furnish  as  much  capital  to  each 
State  as  their  bhsiness  required.  It  must  be  ad- 
mitted that  the  branches  in  the  West  were  well 
conducted  for  the  last  ten  years  of  their  existence, 
whatever  may  be  said  of  the  mother  bank  in  her 
struggle  with  the  Government.  I  have  never  look- 
ed into  the  controversy,  but  can  readily  suppose 
that  the  1>ank  may  have  been  guilty  of  some  im- 
prcppety  and  iodisrretion,  Ru«*.h  »%  nre  incident  to 
every  human  association.  They  are,  however, 
unworthy  of  the  grave  consideration  of  statesmen 
in  deciding  on  a  great  meastire  of  national  con- 
cern. I  repeat,  (continued  Mr.  P.)  that  a  man 
may  object,  with  some  plausibility,  on  constitu- 
tional ground,  but  a  Western  man  can  have  no 
other  reason  for  clamoring  against  the  bank,  but 
because  General  Jackson  denounced  it. 

My  colleague, .without using  any  personal  or  of- 
fensive language,  has  made  a  lunge  at  Mr.  Clay,  a 
distinguished  Senator  from  our  State,  in  relation  to 
the  American  system,  which  seems  to  me  to  have 
been  uncalled  for  and  unjust,  owing,  1  must  believe, 
to  misapprehension  of  facts,  and  the  history  of  that 
system.  Whatever  my  relations  to  that  gentleman 
have  been,  or  are  now,  I  feel  it  my  duty  to  place 
him,  with  regard  to  that  policy,  in  a  proper  light 
before  this  committee  and  the  public.  At  no  time 
in  my  life,  whatever  may  have  been  his  course  to- 
words  me  or  the  country,  have  I  treated  him  un- 
fairly. At  one  period,  I  had  reason  to  complain  of 
the  intolerant  and  prescriptive  spirit  of  himself  aud 
his  friends;  free,  however,  from  any  personal  bit- 
terness on  either  side.  After  he  became  Secretary 
of  State,  ia  alliance  with  my  friend  from  Mana- 
chttsetts,  he  never  offered  me  the  hand  of  fellow- 
ship, and  he  was  armed  with  additional  power  to 
deprive  me  of  any  share  in  the  political  concerns  of 
my  country.  I  thought  I  owed  him  a  debt,  which, 
with  the  aid  of  the  hickory  stick,  I  concluded  to  dis- 
charge; I  did  so,  and  balanced  the  account  between 
us.  I  now  (continued  Mr.  P.)  am  ready  to  act  to- 
wards that  gentleman  under  the  influence  of  public 
considerations  alone.  My  colleague  seems  to  im- 
pute the  American  system,  with  all  its  imaginary 
evils,  to  him;  for  he  has  not  told  us  the  mischief  it 
has  done,  nor  have  I  ever  been  able  to  find  out, 
from  the  writings,  speeches,  and  denunciations  of 
gentlemen,  what  the  evils  are  to  which  they  refer. 
They  seem  to  suppose  that  the  surplus  in  the  Trea- 
sury was  the  result  of  the  American  system.  There 
is  certainly  no  foundation  for  the  asseition,  and 
Mr.  Clay  is  not  responsible  for  what  accumulated 
in  1835  and  1836,  and  wax  deposited  with  the  States 
by  the  act  of  1836.  That  surplus  was  the  result  of 
the  transfer  of  the  public  money  frcm  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States  to  Sta'e  banks,  with  a  recom- 
mendation to  the  State  banks  to  expand  their 
issues,  which  gave  birth  to  that  scene  of  wild  and 
exuravagant  speculation  in  public  lands  in  1834,  *35 
and  *3^  Uiat  brought  into  the  Treasury  or.  the 
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»  form  ft  clear  and  satisfactory  opinion.  That 
berpbare  been  many  improrident  expenditures 
tet-itin,  and  that  many  of  ibese  have  been  voted 
or  by  a  portion  of  both  parties  is  equally  true. 
)BriBg  the  present  Congress  at  least  two  millions  of 
oQarsbave  betn  appropriated  against  my  will 
ad  Tore,  and  earried  by  a  combination  of  a  part  of 
M  Whigs  with  a  portion  of  the  friends  of  the  Ad- 
lisisliatiun;  and  I  therefore  hesitate  to  rely  on  this 
I  a  sabetantial  ground  of  objection  to  the  men  in 
NTcr.  My  objections  are  not  so  mneh  to  the 
Mooat  of  expenditure,  as  the  manner  of  expendi- 
R.  Has  the  money  collected  from  the  people 
lea  fairly  and  carefully  eipended  for  their  beneftti 
tfbfe  money,  honestly  and  fairly  disbursed  for 
letasarj  and  beneficial  purposes,  generally  bene- 
s  the  poor  and  laboring  classes.  ,That  there  have 
fenmaoy  instances  of  improper  expenditure,  I 
tvenodoobi;  but  so  many  have  participated -in 
m,  that  I  find  it  difficult  to  ^x  the  blame  exclu- 
Idy  aay  where.  My  impression  is  strong  that 
»  hdiao  war  might  have  been  avoided,  and  ten 
fllions  of  dollars  saved  to  this  Gk>vemment,  if  the 
Nice  of  General  Eaton  when  Governor,  and 
tan,  had  been  followed.  The  war  wes  badly 
naged.  The  expenses  were  increased  by  draw- 
iTOlantetis  from  the  distant  parts  of  Missouri, 
iimployiBg  the  northern  Indians  at  much  ex- 

E,  and  without  the  least  utility.  I  confess  that 
not  sarprised  at  a  considerable  increase  of  our 
Ikxs.  They  have  grown,  and  will  grow,  with 
bnnrthand  wealth  of  the  country,  and  the  ex- 
KoB  of  onr  settlements.      I  repeat  that  my  ob- 

te|DBs  are  to  the  manner  of  expenditure.  I  fear 
I  «e  are  plundered  to  a  great  extent,  from  want 
jkiltBce  in  the  selection  of  officers  and  agents, 
I  especially  disbuising  agents.  The  good  and 
of  the  party  enter  too  mneh  ■  into  the  oon- 
m  of  the  appointing  power. 
Vith  regard  to  Executive  patronage,  about 
|h  ve  have  heard  much,  I  have  Utile  to  say,  be- 
lt must  continue  to  a  great  extent,  so  long  as 
istitution  remains  unaltered,  lothe  President 
titution  has  assigned  the|power  of  appoint- 
officers  except  such  of  a  subordinate  charac- 
Coogress  may  think  proper  to  confide  to  the 
of  the  Departments.  How  far  the  abuse  of 
l|6wer  can  be  restrained,  oi"  regulated  by  law, 

eaot  time  to  examine.  The  officers  of  the 
ry  Depaitmeiit  ought,  I  think,  to  be  ren- 
6 mere  independent  o(  Executive  dictation  in 
rformance  of  official  duty,  and  the  power  of 
rrals  may  possibly  be  subjected  by  law  to 
aalutary  cheoks.  The  general  power  of  ap- 
teeni,  the  founders  of  our  Republic  deemed  it 
t  wise  and  safe  to  place  where  it  is.  To  re- 
b  a  amn  fit  and  faithful,  without  other  cause 
/«  difiference  of  political  oi^inion,  seems  lo  be 
bikal;  and  good  behavior  and  fitness  6ught  to 
■  guaranty  for  his  continuance  in  office.  Whe- 
m»  jN>irer  can  be  controlh  d  by  law  or  public 
Ida,  is  matter  of  grave  consideration,  when 
ir  Presideut  is  elected,  and  enters  upcm  the  du- 
Whis  olBce,  there  would  seem  t.»  be  some  strong 
leal  considerations  in  favor  of  the  rifrht  of  the  Pre- 
(tlo  select  the  prominent  Execative  olllcers,  not 
iOif  rh^cilbinct,  but  ihroughout  the  Union,  on 
K  fidelity  and  ability  he  must  rely  for  tbeexecn- 
pTthe  laws,  and  (he  Executive  administration  of 
B  affairs.  But,  aAer  he  has  made  his  selection. 
ney  have  proved  fit  and  faithfnl,  1  would 
L  it  an  impeachable  oflence  to  remove  for  ex- 
km  of  opinion.  Sach  tyranny  tends  to  make 
I  and  hypocrites,  and  to  break  down  that  spirit 
lependence  and  freedom  of  thought  and  aciion 
li  belong  to  the  genius  of  oar  system.  The 
B  officers  and  the  people  should  be  told  by  the 
^Magistrate  that  moral  worth  and  fitness  are 
ttoant  to  party  merit.  This  course  is  essen- 
necessary  to  preserve  that  moral  force  in  ihe 
a,  upon  which  the  durabiliiy  of  this  Republic 
ids.  1  am  satisfied  (continned  Mr.  Pope)  that 
>  defalcations  and  official  abuses  have  occur- 
ccaa^e  the  seleciions  have  been  made  more 
vferenee  to  the  good  of  the  party  than  the 
af  the  potrtic  Party  efficiei^^y  is  estimated 
\  than  integrity  or  qnaiificaiji^ii^;  and  here  1 
Ik  peitnicted  to  say  that  i  cannot  admit  the 
%  for  bad  appolatmcjiis  us^^^  c^^ercd— that 


(be  President  and  other  Bxecoiive  officers  have 
l^eeo  deceived.  He  who  is  determined  not  to  b^ 
imposed  on,  and  will  be  honest  and  vigilant  in  his 
mqairies,  will  not  be  mistaken  once  in  a  thousand 
limes.'  Sir,  they  are  in  most  instances  willing  to 
be  deceived,  if  the  good  of  the  party  is  to  be  ad- 
vanced. I  am  aware  diat  there  are  many  useless 
oflBces  and  agencies,  adding  to  the  patronage  and 
Inloence  of  the  President,  which  ought  to  be  abo- 
lished. There  are,  I  am  convinced,  (continued 
Mr.  P.)  at  least  forty  land  offices  which  might  be 
dispensed  with;  fony  registers  and  as  many  re- 
ceivers, making  eighty  or  ninety  in  Uie  whole,  re- 
ceiving salaries,  besides  the  contingent  expenses  of 
these  forty  offices;  and  if  I  should  be  honored  again 
with  a  seat  here,  I  will  avail  myself  of  the  first  op- 
portunity, when. there  is  the  least  prospect  of  suc^ 
cess,  to  prune,  if  possible,  this  branch  of  Executive 
patronage.  There  are,  no  doubt,  other  offices  and 
agencies  which  ought  to  be  pruned  off". 

Mr.  Chairman,  (continued  Mr.  Pops,)  die  dis- 
position of  the  public  lands  is  another  subject  of 
deep  interest  to  the  people  of  the  United  States,  to 
which  the  attention  of  this  House  and  Uie  nation 
has  been  called  during  the  present  session,  on 
which  the  parties  seem  to  be  divided  here.  The 
leading  question  appears  to  be  whether  die  proceeds 
shall  be  divided  among  the  States,  or  brought  into 
the  National  Treasury  as  part  of  our  permanent 
annual  revenue.  The  President  and  most  of  his 
friends  are  against  the  distribution  among  the 
States;  and  I  infer  that  my  colleague  goes  with  the 
President.  If  I  am  mistaken  in  regard  to  the  views 
of  the  President  on  the  questions  to  which  I  have 
adverted,  and  more  especially  about  the  public 
lands,  of  such  cardinal  i^iportance,  I  wish  to  be 
corrected.  I  desire  to  know  whether  his  friends  en- 
dorse his  views.  1  can  assure  gentleoien  that  I 
neither  wish  to  misunderstand  him  or  them,  but  de- 
sign to  place  the  Administradoo  fairly  before  the 
people.  He  and  his  friends,  widi  my  colleague, 
are  opposed  to  distribution.  On  this  question  I 
would,'  if  practicable,  tread  in  the  footsteps  of  my 
old  friend,  President  Jackson.  In  one  of  his  mes 
sages  to  Congress,  he  says  that  after  the  pa]rmen 
of  the  public  debt,  we  ought  no  longer  to  look  to 
the  public  lands  as  a  source  of  revenue,  but  to  sell 
them  to  actual  settlers  at  a  moderate  price.  With 
this  statesmanlike  view  I  entirely  concur;  but  the 
plan  is  not  practicable:  neither  my  State,  nor  any 
of  the  old  States,  will  consent  to  it.  The  next  best 
plan  is  that  presented  by  Mr.  Clay's  land  bill,  with 
a  little  alteration.  I  am  for  allowing  a  pre-emption 
to  actual  hm^fidt  settlers,  at  the  Govemmeat  price, 
the  proceeds  of  the  lands  to  be  divided  among  the 
States,  to  be  applied,  at  least  one-half,  to  common 
schools,  and  the  residue  to  internal  improvements, 
under  the  direction  of  the  Legislatures  of  the  States; 
the  distribution  to  be  made  according  to  the  appor- 
tionment under  the  next  census.  The  West  will 
then  have  more  than  one-third  of  the  Representa- 
tives of  the  nation;  and  instead  of  the  whole  land 
fond  being  drawn  from  the  West,  to  be  expended 
in  other  sections  of  the  Union,  more  dian  one-third 
will  be  retained  in  that  section  to  be  expended  there. 
My  colleague^s  course  is  strange,  passing  strange, 
on  this  subject  He  complains  that  no  public  mo- 
ney is  expended  in  Kentucky,  while  large  expendi- 
tures are  made  in  other  States,  and  yet  supports  the 
President  in  draining  the  West  of  frrt  millions 
every  year,  to  be  expended  in  other  parts  of  the 
Union,  without  giving  Kentucky  any  portion  of  it 
The  estimate  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  of 
the  annual  proceeds  of  the  public  lands  is  five  mil- 
lions; the  proportion  to  be  received  by  Kentucky, 
Tennessee,  and  Indiana,  after  the  next  census,  will 
be  about  the  same,  probably,  near  $950,(M)0  each, 
annually;  Ohio  neariy  double  that  sum;  Illinois  and 
Misf.oari  about  $150,000  or  $160,000  each.  I  do 
not  pretend  te  strict  accuracy,  but  I  feel  assured 
that  my  calculation  is  substantially  correct,  so  far 
as  concerns  the  argument  in  favor  of  distribution. 
By  this  arrangement,  the  Slates  will  be  enabled  to 
diffuse  common  schools  for  the  benefit  of  the  poor 
classes,  and  improve  roada,  rivers,  harbora,  and 
other  works  of  internal  improvement,  withont  call- 
ing on  the  General  Goveinment  for  aid.  And  why 
ahaJl  not  this  fund  be  divided  in  this  way,  by  which 
the  ezpeoditQie  ia  the  interior  will  be  cqaalized? 


Because  the  President,  my  colleague,  and  others,  '■ 
say  if  you  withhold  the  land  fund,  the  tariff*  may  be  • 
raised.    My  colleague  admits  diat  Kentucky  pays 
her  full  share  of  the  tariff,  without  any  expenditure; 
and  yet  he  is  willing  to  tariffy  die  West  by  a  drain  '• 
of  five  millions,  withont  retaining  any  portion  for 
the  use  of  his  own  Stale.    While  Mr.  Clay  is  for  a 
general  tarifif,  operating  on  the  whole,  he  is  for  di- 
viding  this  fund  so  as   to  give  his  own  State 
#950,000  a  year. 

I  will  beg  leave,  (continued  Mr.  Pope)  to  pre- 
sent the  views  of  a  constituent  of  mine,  a  zealous 
friend  of  President  Jackson,  and  well  known  to  my 
colleague;*  a  man  of  strong  understanding,  bold 
and  independent  in^  Uie  expression  of  his  opinions; 
when  wrong  he  can  never  be  put  right,  and  when 
right  can  never  be  changed.  On  a  public  occasion 
he  contended  that  public  land  belonged  to  the  peo- 
ple as  tenants  in  common;  and,  if  divided,  a  poor 
man  would  be  entitled  to  as  much  as  a  rich  man; 
that  if  the  proceeds  of  the  lands  were  applied* 
to  the  payment  of  revenue,  or  to  relieve  the  wealthy 
from  the  payment  of  their  share  of  the  revenue,  it 
was  a  robbery  of  the  poor  for  the  benefit  of  the  rich. 
He  contended  Uiat  if  a  wealUiy  man  paid  a  tax  of 
#100,  and  a  poor  man  only  f5,  and  the  land  fund 
was  applied  to  pay  or  lessen  the  taxes,  then  die  rich 
man  paying  |100  dollars  would  receive  twenty 
times  as  much  land  as  the  poor  man  who  paid  |6. 
He  insisted  that  die  revenue,  according  to  the 
principle  and  spirit  of  die  Constitution,  ought  to  be 
paid  in  propoiiion  to  the  property  or  ability  of  each 
mdividual;  and  that  to  maike  the  land  fund  revenue 
was  unequal  and  unjust.  In  this  view  there  is 
much  plausiblKty  and  force,  and  it  is  in  conformity 
to  the  plan  adopted  by  die  SUteof  Geoigia  for  die 
division  of  their  vacant  lands.  The  President  and 
his  friends  are  for  taking  die  fund  belonging  in 
common  to  all,  to  relieve  the  consumers  of  foreign 
luxuries  and  finery  from  any  additional  burdens. 
The  debts  charged  on  our  public  lands  are  paid; 
and  I  concur  with  President  Jackson  that  we  ought 
no  longer  to  look  to  that  source  for  revenue.  Ac* 
cording  to  my  plan,  the  benefits  of  diis  fund  will 
be  as  nearly  equalized  as  practicable,  but  may  be 
improved  after  further  examination  and  reflection. 

I  cannot  resume  my  seat,  Bdr.  Chairman,  wiUi- 
out  a  slight  notice  of  remarka  made  on  this  floor  % 
and  elsewhere,  by  gentlemea  from  die  Old  Domi- 
nion. They  seem  to  make  a  National  Bank  a  test 
question.  How  long,  I  ask,  has  this  been  the  doe- 
trine  of  Virginia?  Many  of  the  members  Irom 
Virginia  voted  for  die  Bank  in  1816,  and  were  re- 
elected; and  some  were  elected  by  the  XiCgislature 
to  the  Senate  of  the  Unhed  Stales,  after  voting  for 
the  Bank,  unless  I  am  very  much  mistaken.  Wil- 
liam H.  Crawford  was  chairman  of  the  committee 
in  the  Senate,  in  1811,  who  reported  a  bili  to  re- 
charter  the  first  Bank,  and  made  a  very  able  speech  • 
in  support  of  the  constitutionality  and  expediency 
of  such  an  insdtution.  Yet  Virginia  supported 
Mr.  Crawford  for  the  Presidency,  widi  great  zeal, 
against  General  Jaekaon;  and  Mr.  Van  Buren,  the 
President,  notwithstanding  his  nncompromising . 
hostility  to  the  Bank,  was  the  right  bower  of  Mr. 
Crawford  in  opposition  to  the  General.  The  course 
of  Virginia  towards  Kentucky,  her  first-born, 
seems  to  be  unnatural  and  ungrateful.  Kentucky 
followed  in  the  wake  of  Virginia  for  thirty  or  forty 
years;  supported  all  her  distinguished  men  for  the 
Presidency;  and  now,  when  she  presents  for  that 
oifice  a  man  of  die  first  order,  born  and  raised  in 
the  o;d  Dominion,  they  turn  dieir  back  on  him,  be- 
cause he  t  ntertains  the  same  opinion  ^now  which 
Mr.  Madison  and  many  odier  Virginians  did  in 
1816,  and  transfer  their  infiuence  and  votes  to  a 
citizen  of  New  York.  Mr.  Chairman,  (continued 
Mr.  Pops,)  I  could  hardly  considera  man^s  opinion 
about  a  National  Bank,  whether  for  or  against  it, 
an  invincible  objection,  provided  he  would  follow 
the  advice  of  Mr.  Jefifei^on,  that  the  President,  in 
a  doobiful  case,  ought  not  to  defeat,  by  veto,  the 
will  of  Congrssa  and  the  nation. 

Mr.  Chairman,  (continued  Mr.  Poke,)  I  was  de- 
sirous to  call  the  attention  of  die  committee  toother 
topics  of  much  interest,  but  I  feel  too  much  ex- 
hausted to  proceed.    I  hope,  on  some  other  ooca- 
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tioD,  to  add  to  the  yiews  now  presented  to  the  com- 
mitlee.  I  have  stated  with  frankness,  wiihout  any 
purtitaa  feeling  other  ib>iB  rettaJts  from  difiVreuce  of 
opinion,  my  objections  to  the  priociples  and  leading 
BManres  of  this  Administration.  I  verily  believe, 
«l  I  have  before  said,  that  a  change  of  admini^ti  ation 
is  necessary  to  the  healthy  aatioa  of  the  body  poll- 
tie;  and  that  we  hare  no  reason  to  expect  tliat  the 
enrore  and  abuses  which  haYC  occurred  will  be  re- 
formed, or  thai  our  currency  will  be  restored  to  a 
soiud  and  stable  condition,  without  a  change.  It 
M  necessary,  Mr.  Chairman,  to  restore  the  prindi- 
pks  of  the  Constitution  to  their  former  strength  and 
aatirity. 


DEBATE   IN.THB   SENATE, 

ftlONDAT,  jANDiaT  7^  1839. 

PUBLIcliANDa. 

The  Senate  having  uken  up  the  bill  to  reduce 
and  graduate  the  price  of  the  public  lands,  and  the 
qoestion  being  on  the  amendment  reported  by  the 
Committee  on  Public  Lands,  in  pursuance  of  io- 
strtictions,  and  limiting  the  benefits  of  the  bill  t9 
actual  settlers— 

Blr.  CLAY,  of  Alabama,  from  the  committee, 
moved  (o  amend  this  amendment  t^y  extending  ihe 
benefits  of  the  bill  to  settlers  on  lands  adjacent  to 
those  sold  under  the  bill,  foi  the  increase  and  improve- 
ment of  their  farms,  and  spoke  briely  in  explana* 
tion  and  support  of  this  amendment. 

Mr.  CLAY,  of  Kentucky,  said  i  I  do  not  think, 
Mr.  Fresident,  that,  without  any  disrespect  to  the 
committee,  the  report  which  they. have  made  is  in 
conformity  with  the  instructions  received  ;  and,  in 
the  first  place,  I  asiy  that  the  committee  have  not 
reported  a  restriction  as  to  the  quantity  of  land  which 
the  purchaser  might  be  allowed  to  hold  under  the 
bill,  at  the  reduced  price,  and  according  to  what  I 
rapposed  the  Senate  intended  in  their  instructions. 
The  proposition  which  I  made  embraced  two  re* 
strictiotts,  one  confining  the  benefits  of  the  bill  to 
actual  settlers,  and  the  other  was  a  restriction  as  to 
the  quantity  for  each  purchaser,  which  was  not  to 
exceed  160  acres.  At  the  moment  of  putting  the 
question,  I  consoated  to  strike  out  the  160  acres, 
leaving  the  quantity  in  blank,  wihich  I  supposed 
the  committee  would  fill  up  witlt  160  or  230  acres, 
or  something  of  the  kind*  The  committee,  notwith- 
standing, have  repotted  no  quantity,  but  have  con- 
tented themselves  with  abiding  by  the  restriction 
on  this  point  in  the  original  bill,  which  it  may  be 
shown  amounted  to  no  restriction  to  the  amount  of 
land  to  be  procured  under  the  bill. 

And,  in  another  respect,  I  think  the  committee 
have  not  exactly  conformed  to  their  instructions. 
According  to  parliamentary  usage,  when  the  bill 
was  recommitted,  it  was  with  instructions,  and  the 
committee  had  no  power  to  go  beyond  them.  It 
was  required  of  them  both  to  comply  fully  with  the 
instructions,  and  not  to  tranticend  them.  But  the 
committee  have  not  only  failed  to  report  soeh  a 
restriction  as  I  have  intimated  as  to  the  qaanlity  of 
land  under  the  bill,  but  they  now  offer  an  amendment 
which  was  not  in  the  instructions  given  them.  Of 
this  I  do  not  much  complain,  because,  if  the  com- 
mittee had  offered  no  such  amendment,  it  would  still 
have  been  competent  in  the  Senate  to  make  it,  but 
with  this  important  difference,  that  it  now  comes 
with  the  weight  of  the  name  and  character  of  the 
committee,  instead  of  a  single  member  giving  it 
his  own  weight  and  influence.  So  much  for  the 
manner  of  bringing  in  fiiis  amendment,  and  now 
for  the  question  itself. 

And  I  entreat  the  attention  of  ihe  Senate  to  the 
proposition  here  made,  and,  above  all,  the  attention 
of  the  Sbfnatora  from  Virginia.  Mr.  President, 
there  is  no  difficulty  now  in  ibe  way  to  prevent  any 
man  in  the  United  States,  whoever  he'lnay  be,  from 
procuring  any  of  the  public  lands  in  (he  market  by 
paying  |1  35  per  acre  \  and  if  there  are  fa/mers  or 
plantei^in  the  new  States  who  desire  it,  they  are 
allowed,  at  that  price,  to  enlarge  their  estates,  and 
add,  if  they  please,  to  their  already  almost  boundless 
sections.  There  is  nothing  in  the  existing  laws  to 
prevent  it.  But  what  is  the  proposition  to  which 
the  old  Sutes  are  now  called  oa  to  anbmit  ?  Sir,  the 
hill  provides  for  the  reduction  of  the  land  under  it, 
fiom  fl  95  to  75  ce&u  per  acre,  whieh  is  a  reduc- 


^'on  on  f.veTy  sectiun  of  $i20;  and  the  reduc- 
"on  to  ^i  i»  cquivalrni  lu  a  gr.-nt  of  $180  on 
*^very  5ecLi')n,  And,  n^  w,  what  is  ihc  import  of 
^tiis  amendment  1  li  is,  (hit  any  planter  or  farmer 
in  the  new  Stales  shall  be  aLowed  to  purchase  an  ad- 
ditional  section  at  the  reduced  price,  while  no  plan- 
ter or  farmer  in  the  old  Slates  is  allowed  that  privi- 
lege— a  privilege  which  amounts  to  an  actual  grant 
to  each  of  |fl80  or  $330.  The  whole  amount 
of  the  proposition,  in  the  sense  which  the  Senate 
expressed  when  the  bill  was  recommitted,  was  to 
limit  the  bill  to  actual  settlem.  But  this  amendment 
does  not  propose  that ;  the  committee  go  a  step 
toi  ther,  and  propose  thai  a  planter  or  farmer  in 
Alabama  or  Indiana,  who  ovens  in  all  half  a  dozen 
sectiobs,  may  add  another  to  them  at  a  reduced 
price ;  nay,  more,  there  is  an  estate  on  the  Missis- 
sippi river  worth  $1,500,000,  to  which  an  addiUon 
may  thus  be  made  under  the  bill,  whilst  the  owner 
of  an  estate  in  Virginia  of  only  fifty  acres  is  not 
allowed  that  privilege,  unless  he  become  an  emigrant 
to  the  new  States.  And  where,  sir,  is  there  authority 
in  the  laws  or  Constitution  for  this  discrimination  1 
As  to  the  privilege  of  buying  land  adjoining  any 
estate,  uo  one  refases  that  privilege,  and  the  owner 
may  buy  to  any  extent,  if  he  chooses,  at  $1  35  per 
acre.  But  on  what  principle  do  we  grant  them  this 
gratuity  of  $330  or  $130?  On  what  principle 
is  this  donation  to  be  made  ;  and  how. shall  we  go 
home  and  say  to  our  constituents  in  Pennsylvania  or 
Virginia,  or  the  other  old  States,  from  some  of  which 
the  Government  has  received  the  most  magnificent 
grants  ever  made  by  one  State  to  another — in  what  a 
position  Khali  we  be  placed  when  going  home  and 
saying.  We  have  allowed  the  farmers  in  the  new 
Slates  to  purchase  land  adjacent  to  their  farms  at  a 
reduced  price,  amounting  to  a  gift  of  $180  or 
$3S0  each,  but  we  have  refused  you  the  same 
privilege  unless  you  will  leave  the  home  of  your 
family  and  the  tombs  of  your  i^ncestors,  and  eroi- 
graie  to  the  far  West  ?  We  have  given  them  a 
bounty,  a  premium,  to  enable  them  to  purchase  ad- 
jacent land,  but  we  prohibited  to  you,  we  withhold 
from  you,  the  least  gratuity  unless  you  will  aban- 
don the  homes  and  tombs  of. your  ancestors.  . 

Sir,  1  think  it  unwise  at  the  present  session  to 
legislate  at  all  on  this  subject,  for  reasons  which  I 
assigned  on  a  former  occasion.  And  if  the  sense 
of  the  Senate  continues  as  it  was  when  the  subject 
was  op  before,  the  argument  in  favor  of  this  bill 
increasing  the  revenue  is  of  no  force,  for  it  was 
then  dissipated  by  a  vote  of  the  Senate,  (in  favor  of 
restriction. )  A nd  nobody  believes  that  the  effect  of 
the  bill  without  such  limitations  as  f  have  suggest- 
e  i,  would  be  any  other  than  to  create  afrn>h  the 
spirit  of  speculation.  But  if  the  Senate  are  to  leg- 
islate on  Ibis  subject  at  this  session,  I  ^hall  go  with 
the  sense  ( f  the  Senate  exprei  sed  on  a  former  occa- 
sion, in  favor  of  restriction,  and  not  in  favor  of 
discriminating  between  the  farmers  and  planters  of 
one  portion  of  the  Union  and  of  another,  to  the 
di-^ad  vantage  of  one,  and  for  the  benefit  of  the  other, 
but  I  would  place  the  whole  on  the  same  broad 
platform.  Entertaining  these  views,  I  am  of  the 
opinion  that  the  amendment  is  repngnant  to  the 
spirit  of  the  Senate  as  manifested  on  a  former  occa- 
sion ;  and  if  this  bill  is  a  process  for  raising  the  new 
States,  and  if  gentlemen  desire  to  increase  the  wealth 
and  populRtion  of  those  States,  they  may  do  it 
without  such  discrimination  as  is  proposed,  and  with- 
out depriving  the  poor  emigrant  of  lands  adjacent 
to  other  estates,  which  they  otherwise  might  pur- 
chase. Mr.  C.  C4iUed  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the 
amendment ;  which  were  ordered. 

Mr.  WALKER  said  the  Senator  from  Kentucky 
had  come  out  more  boldly  than  he  had  done  during 
the  paM  weel(.  He  had  then  confined  himself  to 
considerations  connected  with  the  merits  of  the 
question,  but  he  had  now  made  a  bold  and  open 
appeal  to  the  jealousy  of  the  older  States,  and  had 
called  upon  them  by  name,  especially  on  Pennsyl- 
vania and  Virginia,  fo  vote,  by  iheir  Senators  here, 
against  the  amendment.  Bat  the  journal  of  1837 
would  show  that  when  the  bill  of  that  time  was  up, 
restrictinsr  the  sales  under  it  to  actual  settlers,  the 
Senator  then  denounced  what  he  now  advocated. 

Mr.  W.  would  call  the  attention  of  the  Senate 
particularly  to  the  extraordinary  poeition  of  the 
Senator  (rom  Kentucky.    That  Senator  oov  said 


that  the  BmeDdmentoBder.oonsideiatioaiiiidei 
discrimination  between  the  old  and  thesevStUiL 
But  w|w  that  feature  of  disaiimintti«iiftau5^ 
nal  bUn    No;  that  offered  itsbeaefiti  eoBailtto 
all  the  citizens  of  the  Unkid  Statea  lj|^  ^ii^ 
then  that  drew  this  distinction  which  the  Seum 
now  represent*  d  as  unjust  and  QacoostltatioBiii 
It  was  introduced,  and  the  journal  would  ihov  it, 
on  the  motion  of  that  Senator  hinselC,  and  oilu 
motion  the  committee  were  reqaindtoeoiifiBeih 
bill  to  actual  settler^  thos  diseriflUDatiif  betvn 
.  Pesnsylvaaians,  Vir^ians,UMi  thecitinviitdii 
otheir  old  States,  and  those  of  the  oev  Stiia,ud 
confining  the  benefits  of  the  bill  to  eitizeoiof  ih 
new  States  only  \  yet  thai  Senator  now  aiikcd  vte 
right  the  Senate  had  to  make  any  distnauiaiiia 
This  was  a  two-edged  sword  with  the  fleuiot. 
While  the  friends  of  the  biU  left  it  opes  lo  lU  ih 
dltsens  of  the  United  Sutes,  the  Seoiior  ^^ 
nonnced  it  as  a  measure  to  aid  aod  mmu^fi^  ' 
ulators ;  and  now,  when  that  objeetion  bad  ka 
disposed  of  on  hie  ova  motioo,  he  deaiwaeediiai 
unjust  and  unconstitutional  becanse  it  naiedina^ ! 
ination.    The  Senator  conkl  not  escape  ihiied» 
ordinary  position  in  which  be  bad  phoed  hiatnlC 
[Mr.  Clat.    Ye8,hewiU.] 
But  the  Senator  (said  Mr.  W.)coapbMiAi.i 
the  committee  Jiad  not  restricted  the  right  iiRpiij 
to  the  amount  of  land  for  eaeh  iadindaa!.  \% 
they  had  confined  ii .  to  one  section.   What,  tk%^ 
was  the  ground  of  complaint  t   The  moBithi,; 
been  Icft^Jn  blank  by  the  Senate,  and  the coonan I 
had  made  it  as  it  was  in  the  bill  orjpalij, 
was  a  restriction  to  one  seetibn.    where,  the%l 
the  eomminee  violated  their  insUmAioasl  Q| 
bill  of  the  last  session  the  question  waipat  ia 
to  the  quantity  ;  and  it  was  decided  at  ihai 
by  a  solenm  vote  of  the  Senate,  that  the  q 
should  be  limited  to  one  section,  so  that,  n 
from  acting  against  their  ittstrnciiona  or  the 
the  Senate,  the  committee  had  acted  ia 
with  chat  sense  as  expressed  at. the  last 

But  the  commiuee  were  also  told  that 
violated  their  instructions  by  reportingtt 
amendment,  for  the  purpose  of  promptiDgi 
Senators  to  vote  in  its  favor.    It  was  not  ftri 
but  it  was  because  the  sense  of  the  Seaalai 
an  enlaiigement  of  the  bill  beyond  the 
of  the  instructions  to  the  committee,  so  as ^i 
it  more  similar  to  the  act  of  1837,  ezKM 
right  under  the  bill  to  those  who  coltirated^ 
ing  lands ;  and  the  committee  only  asked 
fore  the  vote  should  be  Uken  on  the  rT 
should  be  taken  on  the  proposition  of  the 
to  enlarge  the  benefits  of  the  bill  in  this 
citiaens. 

The  committee,  ia  this  reeommepdaticn, 

acted  without  precedent,  so  that,  if  the  Goiil 
should  be  violated  by  it,  it  had  been  violated  i 
both  by  theSenale  and  the  House.  Aaoularf 
pie  to  this  was  embraced  in  the  act  of  April  ^ 
[Mr.  W.  here  read  a  provisioa  that  mi 
should  enter  more  than  one-eigfadi  of  a  m 
his  own  name,  *'  unless  lor  cultivatioa  or  tiei 
his  own  improvement.**] 
act  (s^id  Mr.  W.)  was  i 

First  by  the  actual  settler, ,  - 

(ox  the  use  of  their  improvements,  orforito 
farm  already  cultivated.  This  pnaciple,V 
adopted  by  Congress  in  1832,  which  wsJj 
that  of  the  amendment  now  proposed,  af^^ 
was  the  objection  1  If  it  was  a  disciiMW 
tween  the  old  and  new  States,  wai  ihfl«  ■ 
same  discrimination  in  the  propositioaei^ 
a  tor  from  Kentucky,  confining  the  brMWr 
bill  to  actual  seUlers  1  [Mr.Q^r.  m. 
a  resident  of  Pennsylvania  anaotnalscttltffl 
sissippi  1  No.  He  most  go  to  the  land  lafti 
upon  it  himself,  and  could  not  do  it  I9  pn^ 

If  the  Senate  shonld   adopt  this  at 
lowing:  the*e  refused  lands  to  be  added  » 
farms  at  the  low  price,  lands  wbKh  ao  if 
would  buy  at  |1  2IK  two  or  three  haBdieA| 
acres  of  ihem  might  be  sold,  which  wof^ 
never  sell  if  the.Senatc  ahouU  nsfuseto 
thus  to  be  sold.    The  whole  of  this  «■ 
benefit  of  the  new  States,  and  alsaftri 
of  the  whole  Uai<m,  cBabling  lbs  Om 
sell  lands  whidi  oihennaa  tiMf  vriAmi 
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Mr.  SMITH,  of  Indttna,  said:  I  understand, 
Mr.  President,  that  the  ^nestion  now  before  the 
8nate  is  npon  the  amendment  proposed  by  the 
Committee  on  Pubtie  Lands  to  iht  instmctions 
committed  to  the  committee,  a»d  reported  back  by 
them,  by  whieb  ameodmeot  ibe  committee  propose 

10  grant  the  graduation  privilege  to  persons  owiiiog 
adjaoem  lands,  upon  whkh  they  reside,  as  well  ms 
ID  the  aemai  settler  upon  the  rvfuse  lands  which 
may  be  entered  hereaAer  at  the  graduated  prises. 
Iho  bill  with  the  amendments  having  assumed  its 
prmiBt  shape,  it  appears  to  me  to  be  a  proper  time 
m  ay  something  npon  the  entire  snbjeet;  I  can 
Oily  promise  the  Senate  as  much  brevity  as  the 
importance  of  the  question  and  the  views  I  enter- 
tain'of  the  merits  of  the  different  propositions  will 
allov,  and  a  long  silence  will  justify.  Before  I 
lake  up  the  subject,  (said  Mr.  S.)  permit  me  to 
nait  tor  a  single  moment  to  the  history  of  this  bill ; 

11  may  not  be  without  its  use  in  the  progress  of  the 
aigoment.  The  subject  of  the  public  lands,  as 
refeired  to  in  the  Presidents  Message,  was  sent  at 
an  early  day  to  the  Commi'tee  on  the  Public  Lands ; 
the  President  recommended  graduation,  with  a 
speeial  mode  of  ascertaining  their  value  by  actual 
iMMBUicats.  The  eommiitee,  however,  reported  a 
MH  graduating  the  price  of  the  public  lands,  with- 
ilt  any  restriction  in  favor  of  actual  settlers,  and 
l^ng  on  the  efflux  of  time  as  the  criterion  of 
inlae.  The  Senator  from  Kentneky  (Mr.  Clay) 
flten  moved  to  recommit  the  l>ill  to  the  committee, 
•iih  instructions  to  limit  its  operation  to  actual 
Mttlen,  or  those  who  might  enter  for  settlement 
md  occupancy^  a  leading  member  of  the  committee 
mked  a  division  of  the  question,  and  the  question 
fas  first  taken  on  the  recommitment  of  the  bill, 
Ihich  was  decided  in  llie  affirmative ;  and  upon  the 
Ustniciicns  the  almost  entire  vote  of  the  committee 
md  many  of  the  other  professed  friendf  of  gradoft- 
Im  were  found  in  the  negative,  denying  the  benefit 
l^lhe  actual  settler  in  preference  to  the  speculator. 
Innst  confess,  sir,  that  vote  snrpribed  me ;  I  had 
kwrd  so  much  said  in  favor  of  the  settler  that  I  did 

rse  there  would  not  have  been  a  dissenting 
on  the  question,  but  it  seems  that  I  was  mis- 
e.  Afler  all  the  cry  about  speculators  by 
men,  they  are  now  willing  to  play  into  their 
iftb  to  the  full  extent  of  the  70,900,000  acres 
|waied  npon  by  this  bill.  Be  mi}ch  for  the  differ- 
iea  between  professions  and  practice.  But,  sir, 
^M  Mr.  8.)  the  whole  principle  of  graduation  is 
fepoeed  by  certain  Senators,  and  reasons,  which  to 
JHr  minds  no  doubt  are  satisfaeibry,  have  been 
^gfd  against  it  ;'matty  of  them  plausible,  and  some 
f  them  conclusive  agamst  the  bill  as  it  was  origi- 
iUy  introduced.  1  propose,  Mr.  President,  to 
Bneeed  with  a  brief  examination  of  the  objections 
I  dte  principle,  as  well  as  the  reasons  and  argu- 
MIs  which  have  been  advanced  in  its  favor. 
imr,  air,  I  do  not  fully  concur  with  either ;  it  seems 
ffoe  the  troth  lies  between. 
Pint.  It  is  contended  that  the  graduation  princi- 
e  mnaettlet  and  disturbs  the  whole  land  system 
^Ibe  country,  under  whioJi  it  has  pro;!,.ered,  And 
anew  States  have  settled,  beyond  our  mostsiin- 
rime  anticipations.  I  admit,  sir,  that  ihe  long- 
HbliJshed  principles  and  roeasares  of  ihe  Qovern- 
imt  should  not  be  disturbed  for  slight  causes,  nor 
HiOQt  mature  consideration.  I  am  aware  that 
f  greatest  novice  that  may  be  elected  to  either 
meh  of  Congress  no  sooner  takes  his  seat  here 
US  be  feels  himself  not  only  qualified,  but  calU d 
on,  by  his  great  love  of  country,  to  either  change 
ii  established  laws  of  the  land,  or,  what  is  still 
|)fe  important,  the  Constitution  of  the  country. 
nK9e  you  sen,  sir,  the  numerous  res(>lntionj  to 
lend  that  great  charter  of  our  liberties  not  unfre- 
ently  intr^ucedby  men  who  have  very  indisiinct 
rwm  of  car  form  of  g  verninent.  I  admit  all  this, 
»  («aid  Mr.  S. ;)  but  still  i  humbly  conceive  that, 
M»  it  5hall  appear  manifest  that  a  change  in  the 
liey  uf  Govern  mrnt  is  required  by  the  public 
,  we  ought  to  act  in  accordance  with  that 
If  SQch  were  not  the  fact,  experience, 
18  f^id  lobe  the  best  and  safest  teacher, 
ttfd  be  entirety  thrown  avr^y  and  discarded  in 
Y  Ic^islatton  here.  But,  sir,  (^^  jand  system  has 
m  tepeatedly  changed,  iooc^ia^J,  or  unsettled,  if 
»  pleaae,  from  foe  (o  tt'«e  ^  the  pnblie  goad- 


required.  From  six  hundred  and  forty  acre  tracts,  it 
hxs  been  divided  and  subdivided,  until  a  purchaser 
can  enter  forty  acres,  giving  the  poor  man  an  op- 
portunity of  obtaining  a  home  for  the  sum  of  fifty 
dollars.  The  pi  ice  has  also  been  reduced  from  two 
dollars  to  one  dollar  and  twtnly^five  cents,  and  the 
cash  system  has  been  introduced  in  lieu  of  the  credit. 
Will  any  Senator  say  that  these  modifications  of 
the  system  have  not  resulted  in  the  publia  good  1 
I  trust  not ;  and  yet,  if  the  argument  that  the  land 
system  should  not  be  disturbed  had  obtained  at 
that  time,  lye  should  have  lost  the  benefit  of  tfaase 
valuable  modifications  of  the  system.  So  that  I  am 
inclined  to  believe  that  we  are  not  estopped  to  re- 
examine Ibis  subject,  and  to  introduce  any  other 
modifications  that  the  best  interests  of  ihe  coimtry 
seem  to  require. 

Secondly.  It  is  contended  (said  Mr.  S.)  that  this 
system  inures  to  the  benefit  of  the  land  speculator. 
I  am  willing  to  confess,  sir,  that  such  would  have 
been  the  case  to  some  considerable  extent  had  the 
bill  of  the  committee  become  a  law  without  any 
restriction,  and  t  am  not  prepared  to  say  that  the 
objection  would  not  have  been  well  talmn  to  that 
bill.  But  I  am  not  able  to  discover  how  the  bill 
with  the  amendments  can  possibly  benefit  specula- 
tors ;  on  the  contrary,  it  seems  to  me  that  they  are 
expressly  excluded  from  any  benefit  under  it,  by 
the  clause  confining  it  to  the  actual  settler  in  limited 
quantities. 

Thirdly.  It  is  contended  (said  Mr.  S.)  that  the 
length  of  time  lands  may  have  been  in  the  market 
is  no  evidence  of  their  value ;  on  the  Mer  hand, 
the  committee  seem  to  have  supposed  that  time  is 
conclnsive  evidence  of  that  fact.  On  this  point  I 
am  satisfied,  Mr.  President,  that  the  truth  lies  b^ 
tween  the  two  positions.  That  time  is  not  conclu- 
sive evidence  of  the  vidne  of  the  public  lands,  I 
well  know ;  for,  sir,  to  my  knowledge,  large  districts 
in  Indiana  that  were  acquired  by  the  treaty  of  St. 
Mary^  in  1818,  lying  on  the  waters  of  White  river 
and  the  tributary  streams  of  the  Wabash,  and 
Miami  of  the  Lake,  of  first-rate  lands;  have  been 
entered  within  the  last  five  years,  after  they  had 
been  over  ten  years  in  market,  while  other  lands 
greatly  inferior  in  quality  had  been  entered  years 
before,  though  they  had  not  been  near  ao  long  in 
market ;  and  yet,  sir,  I  would  not  say  that  the 
length  of  time  lands  have  been  in  market  is  no 
evidence  of  their  value ;  it  is,  however,  scarcely 
prima  faeu  and  will  depend  much  upon  the  ques- 
tion whether  new  Government  lands  in  sufficient 
quantities  to  supply  the  demand,  by  taking  a  few 
selections  from  each  new  CongremioBal  township, 
are  continually  held  out  to  the  pnrchaarrs,  or 
whether  they  are  confined  to  the  old  districts  until 
a  full  examination  of  quality  is  made.  But,  sir, 
the  old  adage  that  'distant  fields  are  green,**  is 
applicable  in  all  its  force  to  the  emigrnnt  to  the 
new  States.  Emigrants  seem  to  take  it  for  granted 
that  the  best  lands  are  the  furthest  ofl;  that  the  pro- 
mised land  is  still  ahead ;  and  se  deeply  rooted  is 
this  Opinion  in  the  minds  of  most  of  them,  that  you 
can  scarcely  get  one  to  stop  long  enough  in  the  old 
dtsirict  to  look  at  the  lands,  until  since  our  works 
of  internal  improvement  have  attracted  their  notice. 
Ask  ihem  to  examine  lands  in  Indiana,  tbey  will 
tell  you  that  they  were  going  to  the  West.  Iowa, 
I  believe,  at  present  is  the  most  popular  point;  the 
farther  off,  however,  the  better.  Purchase  a  coun- 
try at  the  mouth  of  ttie  Oregon,  on  the  Pacific,  run- 
ning up  the  inclined  plane  to  the  Rocky  Mountains, 
and  open  land  offices  there,  and  my  word  for  it, 
that  country  would  be  alt  the  rage;  few  emigrants 
would  stop  th is  side  of  the  Roeky  Mountains.  Yes, 
sir,  *'  distant  fields  are  green*'  in  the  eyes  of  the 
emigrat.t ;  and  here  let  me  add,  the  great  benefit  I 
anticipate  from  the  graduation  is,  to  stop  a  portion 
of  this  emigration  in  the  old  land  districts  of  the 
new  States,  to  extract  from  the  rolling  tide  a  few 
drops  at  least  for  the  refreshing  of  the  old  disirictSy 
to  cfier  a  bounty  or  rather  an  inducement,  for  ex- 
amination and  settlement,  to  those  who  may  desire 
to  purchase  in  the  old  districts  at  the  reduced  prices. 
But,  sir,  I  will  not  further  anticipate  the  aignment 
on  this  point  at  the  present  moment. 

Foorihly.  It  is  said  (said  Mr.  a)  that  this  bill 
is  calculated  to  reduce  the  price  of  real  estate,  by 
the  reduction  of  the  pruse  of  so  large  a^aaaUty  of 


the  public  lands.  There  might  be  aomelhing  in 
this  objection  if  the  reduction  was  to  all  public 
lands  to  all  persons ;  but,  as  it  applies  only  to  the 
refhse  lands,  and  is  confined  to  settlers,  the  objec- 
tion loses  its  force ;  for  each  suaeessive  improve- 
ment that  is  made  by  the  settler  would  add  more 
to  the  value  of  the  summadiag  lands  than  the  differ- 
ence between  the  price  at  whidi  the  public  lands 
are  sold  and  the  proposed  graduated  price.  Hence, 
real  estate  cannot  be  affected  in  price  by  the  opera- 
tion. Immediately  connected  with  this  question  is 
the  objection  to  the  amendment  proposed  by  the 
committee  to  extend  the^  graduation  principle  to 
those  individuals  who  are  already  resident  free- 
holders of  the  new  States  of  contiguous  land,  to 
attach  to  their  improvements.  It  is  said  this  is  giving 
them  a1)ounty  that  citixens  of  other  Slates  do  not 
enjoy.  To  this  it  may  successfully  be  answered 
that  if  those  settlers  have  by  their  labor  and  money, 
in  improving  the  lands  ihey  have  parehised  of  the 
Government,  increased  the  value  of  conlignotis 
lands  that  would  have  been  otherwise  valnelesB, 
they  ought  not  to'be  deprived  of  the  benefit  of  the 
reduced  price.  They  are  already  settlers,  and  in 
many  cases  the  contiguous  lands  are  of  value  for 
wood  or  for  a  range  for  stock,  to  the  cuHivator  of 
other  lands,  when  you  could  not  get  settlers  to  locate 
on  them  at  any  price. 

I  will  now,  Mr.  President,  (said  Mr.  S.)  examine 
the  grounds  upon  which  some  Senators  have  placed 
this  bill.  The  Committee  on  Finance  attempt  to 
sustain  this  as  a  financial  measure — a  relief  meas- 
ure to  an  exhausted  treasury.  It  strikes  me,  sir, 
that  there  has  been  a  great  ehange  in  the  policy  of 
those  Senators  npon  this  point  within  a  few  years. 
It  will  be  recollected  by  the  Senate  that,  upon  the 
removal  of  the  public  depoeites  from  the  United 
States  Bank  to  the  tocal  banks,  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  issued  a  circular  to  the  local  deposiie 
banks,  requesting— nay,  more,  requiring  them  to 
loan  liberally,  to  supply  the  vacfium  that  would  be 
created  by  the  withdrawal  from  circulation  of  the 
notes,  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States ;  and  it  can- 
not have  been  forgotten  that  the  local  banks  loaned 
moet  liberally,  and  that  the  cnirency  of  the  country 
was  greatly  increased ;  that  a  corresponding  rise  in 
the  price  of  produce,  as  well  as  in  real  estate,  tfbl- 
lowcd.  The  public  lands  remaining  at  the  maxi- 
mum price  of  one  dollar  and  twenty-five  cents  per 
acre  were,  consequently,  not  only  the  safest,  but  the 
cheapest  article  in  the  market,  in  which  capital 
could  be  invested ;  hence  the  large  sales  that  fol- 
lowed. The  banks  were  (hen  paying  specie ;  the 
notes  of  the  banks  couM,  so  far  as  the  amount  re- 
ceived for  the  public  lands  was  concerned,  have 
been  converted  into  coin  upon  demand ;  the  treasury 
was  overflowing;  when,  all  at  once,  the  whole 
policy  changed ;  the  celebrated  specie  circular  was 
issued,  and  maintained  upon  the  open  and  avowed 
principle  that  the  public  lands  were  sellinir  off  too 
fast ;  that  the  sales  must  be  stopped  ;  that  the  whole 
of  the  public  domain  woald  go  into  the  hands  of 
speculators )  and  hence  the  propriety  of  arresting 
the  course  by  the  circular  requiring  our  Western 
citixens  to  pay  for  their  lands  in  specie,  while  an 
Eastern  debtor  to  the  Government  for  duties,  or 
otherwise,  could  pay  in  bank  paper.  Yes,  sir,  the 
specie  circular  wa?  maintained  upon  the  ground 
alone  of  arresting  the  sales  of  the  public  lands,  and 
upon  that  ground  the  President  refused  to  rescind 
it.  And  it  cannot  have  been  forgotten  by  the 
Senate  that,  pending  the  question  to  rescind  it  be- 
fore the  Senate,  the  Senator  from  Missouri  (Mr. 
Bbnton)  warned  Western  Senators  that  the  repeal 
would  at  once  throw  the  whole  of  the  Webtem  do- 
main into  the  hands  of  speculators,  and  called  upon 
them  to  resist  its  repeal.  I  could  not  then  see  with 
that  Senator,  and  I  voted  to  do  away  the  discrim- 
ination ( and,  sir,  what  has  been  the  result  ?  Look 
at  the  case  as  it  is  now  presented  by  the  same  Sena- 
tor, the  specie  circular  rescinded ;  and  yet  instead  of 
the  public  lands  falling  ioio'the  hands  of  ihe  spec* 
nlators,  the  Senator  now  calls  upon  us  to  make 
this  question  a  financial  measure,  to  accelerate  the 
sales  of  the  public  lands.  As  the  Senator  from 
I^issouri  was  not  very  fortunate  in  his  predictions  as 
to  the  effect  to  be  produced  by  the  repeal  of  the 
specie  circular,  I  may  possibly  hazard  too  mnch 
whenIeaytoiiieSeiNiie>thfttIibaUbe  9§t9nMf^ 
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diaappotnted  if  ibis  measare  shall  bene/it  the  Treas- 
ury one  dollar  in  the  a^gref^ate  amoant  which  ^ti)] 
be  reoeiwd  for  the  public  lands  lor  ihe  next  Hve 
jeais.  1  agree  wiib  those  Senators  who  have  stated 
that  the  ealee  of  the  public  lands  can  never  exceed 
the  quantity  required  for  use  either  mediately  or 
immediately,  unless  you  make  them  an  object  to 
the  capitalist  to  invest  his  funds  for  subsequent 
speculation,  which  ail^admit  to  be  destructive  of 
ths  best  interests  of  the  country,  and,  not  in  a  few 
instances,  ruinous  to  the  individuals  concerned.  I 
do  not,  Mr.  President,  therefore  maintain  this 
measure  as  a  financial  measure.  I  place  it  upon 
other  grounds ;  and  if  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas  • 
ury  shall  rely  on  any  aid  from  the  publia  land^, 
to  be  produced  by  this  bill,  beyond  aboat  three  or 
four  millions  per  annum  for  the  entire  sale;,  I  think 
be  will  be  deceived. 

I  have  said  Mr.  President,  (said  Mr.  S.)  ihat  I 
did  not  support  this  bill  with  the  amendments  as  a 
financial  measure.  I  maintain  it  upon  the  around 
that  it  is  the  duty  of  this  Qoveroment  to  aid  in  set- 
tling the  Stales  as  fast  as  possible,  or  at  least  to 
throw  uo  obstacle  in  the  wa^  of  their  settlement. 
That  the  States  have  a  deep  interest  in  appropriat- 
ing to  actual  settlers  the  domain  within  their  limits. 
They  surrendered,  with  th^  articles  of  the  original 
Confederation  and  the  adoption  of  the  new  Con- 
stitution, the  right  to  lay  imposts  on  foreign  mer- 
chandise, for  the  purpose  of  raising  revenue  with 
which  to  carry  on  the  State  Gk>veruments.  Their 
principle  resort  is  to  direct  taxation,  and  the  more 
there  are  to  contribute,  the  lighter  will  be  their 
burdens.  But,  sir,  it  is  the  policy  of  all  good 
Governments  to  increase  the  number  of  freeholders 
as  rapidly  as  pos«ible,*to  attach  as  many  as  possi- 
ble to  the  soil,  not  as  the  serfs  of  Russia  are  atiach- 
ed,  as  appendages,  but  attached  by  interest ;  persons 
80  situated  are  the  instruments  of  a  nation's  pros- 
perity in  time  of  peace,  and  her  shield  in  time  of 
war. 

iBir,  (said  Mr.  S.)  the  Senator  from  Kentucky 
had  pointed  to  the  unparalleled  prosperity  of  the 
new  States  as  conclusive  upon  the  land  question. 
He  argues,  and  with  great  plausibility,  that  the 
policy  of  the  Qovemment  ha5  been  good,  and  that 
the  lands  have  been,  and  are,  low  enough,  or  why 
the  vast  increase  in  the  population  of  the  new 
Stales  1  He  points  specially  to  the  States  of  Ohio, 
Indiana,  Illinois,  and  Michigan.  Sir,  the  picture 
be  draws  of  the  state  of  improvement  of  these 
States,  however  vivid,  was  not  loo  highly  colored ; 
indeed,  Mr.  President,  the  half  has  not  been  told. 
Should  a  person  who  had  never  crossed  ihe  moun- 
tains before,  at  this  day  pass  through  those  States, 
be  would  scarcely  credit  his  own  eyes;  instead  of 
finding  a  country  sparsely  populated,  with  here  and 
there  an  opening  to  break  the  solitary  duloess  of 
extensive  forests,  as  was  the  case  a  few  years  ago, 
be  would  witness  a  much. higher  state  of  improve- 
ment than  many  of  the  older  sections  of  the  Unioa 
exhibit.  I  hope  to  be  excused  (said  Mr.  S.)  for 
speaking  of  myself,  but  I  see  no  better  way  of 
illustratitm.  In  the  year  1830 1  settled  in  Indiana, 
within  five  miles  of  the  western  boundary  of 
civilization  ;  the  village  in  which  I  lived  was  crowd- 
ed with  Indians  daily,  the  country  west  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi was  a  dense  forest,  except  where  it  was 
broken  by  the  intervention  of  a  prairie,  or  an  inland 
lake ;  not  a  white  man  was  settled  more  than  five 
miles  west  of  me.  How  stands  the  case  now  ? 
The  whole  of  that  large  dis.nrict  of  country  is  laid 
off  into  counties;  which  gave,  at  ihe  last  election,  from 
eight  hundred  to  four  thousand  votes  to, a  county  ; 
our  seat  of  Gvovernmenl  for  Indiana,  located  fifty 
miles  west  of  me,  has  become  a  beautiful  city,  and 
is  rapidly  improving;  other  cities  and  towns,  in 
every  part  of  the  State,  have  risen  up  as  if  by 
magic,  and  present  a  most  beautiful  appearaace ; 
the  log  cabin  of  the  pioneei  is  giving  place  to  the 
comfortable  dwelling  of  the  prosperous  farmer ;  the 
State  is  rapidly  developing  her  resources — works  of 
internal  improvement,  canals,  railroads,  and  Mac- 
adamized turnpikes,  are  t>eing  constructed  in 
almoet  every  part  of  our  Slate,  which  will  shortly 
place  our  agriculturists  of  the  interior  almost,  if 
not  entirely,  upon  an  equal  footing  with  those  upon 
the  navigable  waters.  By  the  laie  report  of  the 
d^f  eii|ineer  of  our  State,  i^ide  to  the  jLe^Lslature 


ntiw  in  ^e'*sion,  ii  appear*  'h.-a  ihprp  are  490  miles 
of  can«is,  rail  .iriI  Ma'\*ui.;mii:ed  roads,  either 
finished,  or  in  a  ritpidiy  progresiiive  slate  of  con- 
siraction,  in  the  Slate,  which,  with  those  works  yet 
to  be  commenced  agreeably  to  the  provisions  of  the 
internal  improvement  laws  of  the  State,  will,  when 
completed,  give  the  People  every  reasonable  facili- 
ty for  the  transportation  of  their  surplus  produce, 
as  well  as  for  the  importation  of  their  necessaries 
from  abroad.  And  here,  Mr.  President,  (9aid  Mr. 
S.)  it  may  not  be  out  of  place  for  me  to  account 
lor  the  large  sales  within  the  last  few  years  of  our 
refuse  !and»  in  Indiana,  hat  so  much  has  been 
said  about  by  Senators.  I  think,  sir,  it  can  be  ac* 
counted  fur  rin  but  one  way,  and  that  is,  that  our 
works  of  internal  improvement  running  through, 
by,  and  intersecting  them,  have  made  them  desi- 
rable and  really  vaiuable,  on  account  of  their  con- 
tiguity to  these  works,  and  not  because  of  their 
original  intrinsic  value,  as  some  Senators  have 
urged.  And,  sir,  as  I  said  before,  here  is  the  con- 
sideration you  have  received  for  the  grants  you 
have  made  to  the  States  to  aid  us  in  those  works 
of  internal  improvement.  Many  of  these  lands 
couM  nor  have  been  sold  for  year^  but  for  the 
State  works.  Sir,  such,  has  been  the  great  increase 
of  our  population  in  Indiana,  that  from  147,000 
souls  which  it  contained  in  1820,  we  shall  return, 
at  the  next  census,  near  800,000.  I  have  confined 
my  remarks  to  my  own  State  principally,  leaving 
other  Senators  to  speak  specially  of  the  progress  of 
improvement  in  their  respective  States. 

But,  Mr.  President,  (said  Mr.  S.)  while  I  freely 
admit  the  premises  of  the  Senator  from  Kentueky, 
I  do  not  acknowledge  tbeconclusions  ha  draws  from 
them .  The  prosperity  of  these  States  may  be  traced 
to  other  causes,  and,  amongst  the  most  prominent, 
I  would  name,  the  fertility  of  our  soil,  the  enter- 
prising character  of  our  citizens,  and  our  internal 
policy,  but,  above  all,  our  free  institutions.  The 
soil  of  these  States,  however  diversified  in  character 
and  climate,  seems  to  reward  labor  most  amply  / 
every  where.  He  who  sows  will  always  reap 
the  reward  of  his  industry  there.  But,  sir,  I  attri- 
bute much  of  our  prosperity,  to  the  enterprising, 
indu«triou«,  economical  character  of  our  citizens. 
These  States  are  settled  with  a  class  of  citizens  who 
would  make  any  country  prosper— men  who  know 
how  to  labor,  and  are  not  afraid  of  soiling  their  hands 
to  do  it — none  of  your  exclusive  consumers.  Sir, 
we  have  but  few  drones  in  the  hive,  and  you  know 
what  must  be  the  result.  We  must,  we  do,  prosper 
beyond  all  example.  But,  sir,  (said  Mr.  S.)  I  said 
there  was  another  cause  which,  above  all  others, 
r.ontributed  looui  great  and  unparalleled  prosperity. 
I  allude  In  our  free  institutions,  or,  to  be  more  ex- 
plicit, to  the  proliibiiioQ  of  slavery  by  ^tlie  Constitu- 
tion of  our  State.  I  speak  cf  ihis  nt-t  to  wound 
the  feelino:s  of  others,  but  as  a  fact  connected  with 
our  rh'tns.  creatress. 

I  do  not  intend  to  go  into  this  question  at  length  ; 
it  is  too  vast  for  the  brevity  of  the  remarks  I  intend 
to  submit ;  volumes  could  be  spoken  upon  it.  I  do 
say,  bowevpr,  that  it  is  to  our  free  institutions  that 
we  owe  much  oi  our  prosperity.  Our  population  is 
compusfd  o(  emigrant's,  young  and  enterprising, 
fiom  the  free  Slates,  and  of  the  very  best  of  the 
citizens  of  (he  slave  States-.-a  cla^s  of  men  who  de- 
pend upon  their  own  labor,  and  not  upon  that  labor 
which  consumes  the  greater  part  otiVs  value.  Of  the 
fljwin*  tide  of  the  entire  emigration  from  the  East 
to  the  West,  few  settle  east  of  the  Ohio  river-^the 
free  States  receive  them  ;  there  they  find  institutions 
similar  to  those  they  left  behind^  and,  though  in  a 
strange  land,  they  feel  at  home  ko  soon  as  they  ar- 
rive amongn  us. 

Mr.  President,  as  the  traveller  passes  down  the 
Ohio  river,  the  fiisr  thing  that  ^ili  strike  his  atten- 
tion is  the  marked  and  palpable  difference  in  the 
two  sides  in  the  value  of  real  estate,  the  stale  of  im- 
provement, the  appearance  o(  the  cities,  towns,  and 
villages.  I  think  it  may  be  safwl)'  asserted  that  ihe 
lands  on  the  side  of  the  free  Slates  will  bring  at 
least  fifty  per  centum  mor«  than  on  the  side  of  the 
slave  Siatfs;  and  there  is  even  a  greater  difiference 
ihaq  that  in  ihe  state  of  improvement  and  the  size 
:.Dd  appearance  of  ihe  towns  on  the  margin  of  the 
river.  I  speak  of  these  things  as  facts,  that  require 
no  embeili^hmeiit  to  make  them  stril^  the  mind 


with  ail  the  force  consequent  upon  their  truth ;  ta 
still  they  speak  a  language  not  to  be  mtsunderttood, 
of  the  great  importance  we  should  attadi  to  the 
frame  of  our  State  Qoveiiiments  in  the  Stales  lo 
which  the  Senator  has  referred.  To  the  eomhiaed 
cauaea  which  I  have  named  may  be  attributed  the 
unparalleled  increase  of  the  populatioa  and  veabh 
of  these  States,  and  not  exdnsively  to  the  price  of 
the  land  or  the  paternal  care  of  the  General  Gotcra- 
meni. 

Sir,  (said  Mr.  S.)  the  Senator  from  MiBowi, 
(Mr.  BcMTON,)  in  a  very  earnest  address,  the  odMC 
day,  attempted  to  urace  the  rise  in  the  price  of  Wctt- 
era  produce  to  the  destmeiion  of  the  tariff  and  the 
price  of  cotton  in  the  Seuth ;  and  he  even  carried 
his  aiiguments  80  far  as  to  attribute  the  recent  riie 
of  the  article  of  salt  in  the  Weat  to  the  duty  of  six 
eents  per  bushel  on  the  foreign  article.  I  was  sw- 
prised,  nay ,  astonished,  to  hear  sucki  aisuments  fraa 
that  Senator.  Does  the  Sellato^  believe— does  he 
think  be  can  make  mhers  believe-^diat  a  daty  of 
six  cents  could  possibly  produce  a  rise  from  seventy- 
five  eents  [Mr.  Clat,  of  Kentucky,  here  said  ihit 
he  had  bought  his  salt  in  the  fore  pan  of  the  fall 
season,  at  Maysville,  at  fifty  cents  a  bushel,]  troa 
fifty  cents  then  to  two  dollars  and  fifty  ccbis,  the 
price  it  bore  at  the  time  the  Senuior  addressed  ihe 
Senate  7  I  am  told  that  it  now  sells  for  four  deOais 
per  bushel  at  Cincinnati.  Will  the  Se&aiflr  stifl 
contend  that  this  increase  ia  owing^  to  the  six  ee^ 
duly  ?  I  presume,  Mr.  President,  the  trifiiag  e^ 
comsmnces  of  the  low  and  frozen  stage  of  the  Qhs 
river,  and  the  almost  impoesibilily  of  ooaveyiag  all 
from  the  salines  to  the  points  wheie  it  is  waaidi  Ux 
pork  packing  and  winter  use,  have  quite  as  mack 
to  do  with  the  price  as  the  duty. 

But,  sir,  it  was  not  my  intention  spedally  U>  aoie 
this  remarkable  argument  of  that  Senator.  My  sMia 
object  was  to  say  that,  in  my  opinioo,  the  rise  «f 
Western  produce  within  the  last  few  years  Mf 
fairly  be  Uraced  to  other  causes  than  thf»e  to  «hdk 
the  Senator  from  Missouri  credits  it  like  hisdiitf  ei 
salt.  .  It  seems  to  me  he  has  overlooked — uaiBiea> 
tionally,  no  donbt-^the  real  cause,  in  his  great  aaz> 
iety  to  strike  a  blow  at  the  dying  tarifif;  aiibogghi 
I  find  he  was  very  willing  to  keep  op  a  high  dsif 
on  the  article  of  lead,  produced  by  Biissouri^asA 
voted  for  the  high  tariff  of  1838.  Mr.  PWMktf, 
(said  Idf .  S.)  may  not  the  rise  in  the  valoe  of  Wen- 
era  produce  be  attributed  to  the  freat  iacnaserf 
of  Western  capiul,  as  well  as  Esatem — baritof- 
ital,  if  you  please— to  the  increase  of  oar  ciieabaig 
medium^  to  the  liuge  sums  of  mohey  drawn  Cna 
abroad  by  the  sale  of  our  stocks,  and  appiofntti 
to  our  works  of  internal  improvemeni  ?  £et  ae 
put  to  the  Senator  from  Missouri  this  qomion :  Ssp- 
pose  we  were  to  withdraw  all  the  liank  ci^tilfm 
the  West,  except  what  we  had  before  the  rise  of  p^ 
dace  in  the  West,  and  should  be  placed  sp»«  a 
specie  circulation  alone,  and  shook!  also  pay  vf  te 
amount  we  owe  for  the  money  loaned  hy  oMansei 
the  sale  of  our  stocks  abroad ;  does  he  l^diefe.  dss 
any  one  believe,  that  the  price  of  the  produce  iatte 
West  would  be  even  as  high  as  it  wns  io  years  beM 
its  rise,  produced  by  the  causes  which  1  hnveswedl 
No,  sir.  We  owe  the  present  prices  to  the  chanrter 
and  quantity  of  our  circulating  mediomaadisili 
amount  of  capi'al  of  which  we  have  the  luc,  tmi 
bined }  and  here,  sir,  I  hope  I  shall  not  be  tmniif 
ered  as  digressing  too  much  to  allude  to  apotfiBa 
of  the  pasi  history  of  the  times  reoeDtly .  It  «■  ti 
recollected  that  one  of  the  most  formidable  s^ 
lions  that  was  ni^ed  against  the  late  Bank  oi  ike 
United  States  was,  that  foreigners  held  stock  ii  te 
institution .  **  British  lords  and  ladies ! "  TIb  «■ 
supposed'  to  be  injurious  ia  time  of  peace,  asl 
dangerous  in  time  of  war ;  altho^^  ihcy  M  m 
vole  for  the  directory.  Yet,  stra&jate  to  tdU  faM 
Mr  S.)  the  very  men  who  raised  this  obiecificB,aad 
urged  It  on  the  People,  now  go  all  leagilefiDrAB 
sale  of  our  State  bonds  in  foreign  markets.  1^ 
fear  none  of  the  injuries  they  {kredided  tamM 
use  of  foreign  capital.  I  ought  not  lo  nnaftBpif 
this,  for  I  am  not  one  of  those  who  efer  ^eie  wmk 
alarmed  for  the  safety  of  the  ooiintry  heciHBUa 
had  some  foreign  capital.  I  beliewed  at  tteaiip^ 
and  1  still  believe,  that  it  was  capital  ihaft^aeapil> 
ed,  that  we  required,  to  give  impaii 
try  and  ^nl^prise  of  our  ettiMai^  to 
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to  develope  the  immense  resources  of  the  West » 
audi  cannot  hat  feel  gratifiel  to  see  that  those 
who  appeared  honified  at  the  idea  of  nsiog  foreign 
capital  hare  become  satisfied  that  it  is  simply  a 
qaestion,  as  it  always  was,  whether  the  use  of  the 
capital  was  worth  to  as  the  interest  we  had  to  pay 
for  it;  and  that  it  mattered  not  from  what  country, 
place,  or  individual,  it  was  received. 

I  have  now  said,  Mr.  President,  what  occars  to 
me  as  belenging  immediately  to  the  subject,  (said 
BAr.S.)  I  have  here  condensed  my  thoughts  perhaps 
too  much ;  but  still  I  hope  I  am  anderstood  by  the 
Senate.  And  here  I  should  have  closed  my  brief 
remarks,  bat  for  the  most  extraordinary  course 
that  has  been  taken  in  ihi>:  debate  by  the  Senator 
firom  Mississippi,  (Mr.  Walkkr.)  That  Senator, 
sir,  has  made  the  charge^  in  no  set  terms  or  measured 
languid,  that  the  distinguished  Senator  from  Ken- 
tadry  (Mr.  Clay)  is  an  enemy  to  the  West.  It  may 
be  asked  why  1  feel  called  upon  to  repel  this  charge. 
It  is  made  against  the  Senator  from  Kentucky,  and 
POt  against  myself,  and  therefore  the  S«'nator  may 
sayi  leave  the  Senator  from  Kentucky  to  dot  end  him- 
aelf.  It  is  most  trae,  Mr.  President,  the  defence 
of  that  Senator  is  most  safe  in  bis  own  hands,  and, 
were  he  alone  concerned  in  the  charge,  I  certainly 
ahoaki  not  interfere.  But  it  will  occur  to  the  Senate 
that  the  Senator  from  Kentucky  has  been  for  a  long 
series  of  years  prominently  identified  with  many  of 
the  great  questions  in  wjiich  the  West,  as  well  as 
the  nation  at  large,  has  been  deeply  interested.  Nei- 
ther can  it  have  escaped  the  observation  of  the  Sen- 
ator from  Mississippi  that  all  the  politicians,  great 
and  small,  of  the  West,  stand  committed  either  for 
or  against  all  these  measures.  As  for  myself, 
having  taken  some  humble  part  in  the  political 
diiaassions  of  the  day,  it  was  very  natural  that  I 
ahoaid  have  become  identified  with  many  of  the 
political  doctrines,  for  the  advocacy  of  which  the 
Seaator  from  Kentucky  Ls  now  stigmatizea  as  an 
«BeiDy  of  the  West.  I  therefore,  ia  defence  of  my-' 
aelf  and  the  doctrines  which  I  have  advocated,  feel 
justified  in  examining,  very  briefly,  how  far  the 
evidence  goes  to  sustain  the  charge  of  the  Senator, 
thai  the  Senator  from  Kentucky  is  the  enemy  of  the 
"West.  I  hope,  Mr.  President,  1  need  not  say  to 
the  Senate  and  the  country  that,  if  I  was  satisfied 
-  fhai  the  Senator  from  Kentucky  was  the  enemy  of 
ihe  West,  he  could  no  longer  expect  me  to  be  his 

KiiUeal  friend ;  for,  sir,  I  would  sustain  no  man, 
waver  distinguished,  who  is  the  enemy  of  the  sec- 
tion of  eountry  in  which  I  reside.  It  is  highly  pro- 
bable, that  I  am  tM  much  of  a  Western  man,  too 
aeclional  in  my  feelings,  for  a  statesman.  I  acknow- 
ledge my  warm  and  devoted  attachment  to  the  West, 
yet  I  trust  I  could  do  justice  to  the  other  sections  of 
the  Union,  for  I  know  I  have  no  unkind  feelings 
towards  any  section.  I  do  not  claim  the  Senator 
from  Kentucky  as  exclusively  the  friend  of  the  West ; 
I  believe  him  to  be  the  friecd  of  the  Union,  the  whole 
Union.  The  tree  shall  be  known  by  its  fruit,  so 
shall  the  public  man  by  the  measures  he  advocates. 
If  some  of  his  doctrines  bear  hard  upon  a  particular 
seetioB  of  country,  so  far  he  may  be.  said  to  be  ini- 
mical to  that  section  ;  bat  if  the  whole  of  the  meas- 
ures taken  together  are  beneficial,  he  cannot  in  jus- 
tice be  said  to  be  an  enemy.  This  is,  perhaps,  the 
correct  rule ;  but,  in  the  case  of  which  I  am  speaking, 
I  do  not  ask  for  so  Inuch  justice  as  that  rule  would 
give  me.  Ever  since  1  left  my  native  state,  Penn- 
sylvania and  settled  in  the  West,  1  have  had  my  eye 
directed  to  the  measures  brought  forward  or  advo- 
cated by  the  Senator  from  Kentucky  j  and,  so/ar 
•  from  viewing  him  our  enemy,  I  have  looked  to  him 
aa  the  great  advocate  pf  Western  interests.  Sir, 
(said  Mr.  S.)  I  taw  the  nation  involved  in  war  with 
Qreat  Britain ;  t  saw  him  selected  by  Mr.  Madison 
aa  one  of  the  repre»*eatatives  of  the  Q«v«rnment  to 
the  convention  of  Ministers  at  Ghent.  I  saw  the 
termination  of  that  convention,  heard  the  national 
jejoieing  which  followed  the  sounds  of  peace,  and 
witnessed  the  withdrawal  of  fhe  combined  British 
and  aavage  forces  from  an  infant  and  bleeding  fron- 
tier^ For  his  great  exertions  in  extending  the  jnris- 
diction  and  power  of  the  Qoremment  west,  and  to 
lestore  to  a  suffering  nation  ti^e  blessings  of  peace, 
and,  with  it,  to  the  Weste^p^  frontier  that  repose 
u  and  secority  which  ii  so  iq(|  .   Q^td,  I  could  not 


lock  upon  him  as  an  enemy  to  his  conr.try,  much 
less  to  the  West. 

Mr.  President,  (said  Mr.  S.)  the  admission  of  the 
new  States  of  the  West  into  the  Union,  upon  an 
equal  footing  with  the  other  States,  received  the 
support  of  the  Senator  from  Kentucky  at  the  earli- 
est possible  moment  that  they  were  constitutionally 
eligible  to  become  members  of  the  Union.  The 
creation  of  new  Territories  in  the  West  has  also  re- 
ceived his  warm  support  at  all  times.  From  these 
measures  I  could  not  infet  the  hostility  charged  by 
the  Senator  from  Mississippi  upon  him,  nor  do  I 
believe  the  people  of  the  West  view  his  exertions 
in  their  behalf  in  that  light. 

Sir,  (said  Mr  S.)is  it  to  the  votes  and  active  exer- 
tions of  the  Senator  from  Kentucky  for  the  contin- 
uance of  the  Cumberland  road  West,  that  the  Sen- 
ator from  Mississippi  infers  hostility  to  that  section 
of  country  ?  It  is  very  possible  that  such  is  his  be- 
lief, as  I  find,  with  all  his  professed  zeal  for  the 
West,  he  uniformly  opposes  that  great  Western  work 
which,  let  me  say  to  that  Senator,  is  considered  by 
myself,  as  well  as  the  people  of  a  large  portion  of 
the  West,  of  great,  of  paramount  importance  to  their 
interest.  Andj  sir,  the  Senator  from  Mississippi 
will  have  great  difllculty  iu  satisfying  them  that  the 
Senator  from  Kentucky  is  their  enemy  in  support- 
ing it.  I  cannot  leave  this  subject  without  tender- 
ing to  the  Senator  Ctom  Kentucky  my  thanks  for 
his  continued  sapport  of  ibis  work — a  work  which 
will  in  all  subsequent  lime,  as  it  nowdo^s,  red<iund 
to  the  national ^lory,  and  be  viewed  as  an  evidence 
of  the  wisdom  of  a  Jefferson  and  his  successors ;  and 
while  ito  great  benefits  shall  be  daily  felt  by  the 
East  as  well  as  the  West,  it  will  remain  one  of  the 
strongest  ligaments  that  bind  the  People  of  this  na- 
tion together. 

It  is  not  very  remarkable,  Mr.  President,  (said 
Mr.  S.)  that  the  Senator  from  Mississippi  and  my- 
self should  view  the  Senator  from  Kentucky  in 
such  a  very  different  light,  when  wediffer  so  widely 
on  this  great  Western  measure.  My  object  is  de- 
fence, not  crimination,  or  I  might  throw  back  upon 
the  Senator  from  Mississippi  and  hia  friend  from 
Alabama  the  charge  they  )>refer  against  the  Sena- 
tor from  Kentucky ;  and  let  me  assure  them,  my 
charge,  unlike,  theirs,  would  have  evidence  to  sup- 
port it.  I  submit  the  question,  to  be  decided  by  the 
people  of  the  West,  whether,  in  the  support  of  this 
great  measure,  th*  Senator  from  Kentucky  has 
manifested  hostility  to  their  best  interest,  and 
whether  the  charf  e  of  the  Senator  from  Mississippi 
is  not  wholly  groundless,  at  least  so  far  as  this 
measure  is  concerned? 

Sir,  (said  Mr.  S.)  I  have  seen  appropriations 
made  by  Congress  in  aid  of  commerce,  some 
part  of  which  was  directed  to  be  expended  in  the 
Weit,  in  removing  obstructions  from  the  Ml^issip- 
pi,  the  Ohio,  the  Comberland,  the  Red,  and  other  ri- 
vers) and,  sir,  I  have  seen  funds  provided  by  Congress 
to  clear  out  and  prepare  for  the  recepMon  and  pro- 
tection of  commerce  the  harbors  on  the  Northwest- 
era  lakes;  and  how,  Mr.  President,  has  the  hostility 
of  the  Senator  from  Kentucky  manifested  itself  on 
these  important  and  indispensable  measures  to  the 
prosperity  of  the  West  1  Let  the  journals  answer 
the  question.  He  has  been  at  all  times  their  stead- 
fast and  powerful  advocate.  But  the  Senator  from 
Missiasippi,  who  is  '*  an  honorable  man,*'  says  he 
is  an  enemy,  to  the  West.  Mr.  President,  the  Sen- 
ator will  pardon  me  if  I  should  give  such  evidence 
as  this  greater  weight  in  deciding  upon  his  charge 
against  the  Senator  fh>m  Kentucky,  than  the  naked 
assertion  of  a  political  opponent,  however  elevated 
ha  may  be. 

But,  sir,  (said  Mr.  S.)  it  is  probable  that  the 
Senator  from  Mississippi  alluded  to  the  votes  of  the 
Senator  from  Kentucky  in  favor  of  the  grants  of 
land  to  the  new  States,  of  alternate  sections,  to  aid 
them  in  the  construction  of  their  canals,  railroads, 
and  other  works  of  internal  improvement,  as  evi- 
dence of  his  hostility  to  the  West.  I f  so,  that  Sena- 
tor must  excuse  me  for  differing  from  him  again  as 
widely  as  I  did  on  the  Cumberland  road  question. 
It  is  true  that  the  character  of  these  grants  hasl)een 
little  understood  in  many  parts  of  the  country,  aa 
well  as  by  gentlemen  on  this  floor.  We  not  un- 
freqnently  hear  them  designate  these  grants  as 
donations  to  the  States  in  which  they  lie.    This  is 


a  very  erroneous  view  of  the  qaestion.  So  far  from 
being  donations,  the  Qenerai  Govern ment  has  al- 
ready received  a  full  consideration  for  the  grants 
in  tl\e  increased  price  of  the  alternate  sections,  an.  I 
the  large  amount  received  into  the  National  Treas- 
ury from  the  sale  of  public  lands  lying  contiguou  s 
to  our  works  of  internal  improvement,  which  would 
not  have  been  sold  for  years  to  come,  had  not  the 
improvements  been  made,  as  I  have  already  stated. 
I  view  these  grants  (said  Mr.  S.)  as  mumally  bene- 
ficial to  the  Qenerai  Government  and  the  States  in 
which  they  lie,  and  as  a  policy,  so  far  from  being 
against  the  interest  of  the  West,  directly  identified 
with  that  interest.  It  is  net  very  remarkable, 
therefore,  that  I  cannot  acknowledge  the  truth  of 
the  charge  against  the  Senator  from  Kentucky  that 
he  is  an  enemy  to  the  West,  while  he  stands  by  (flht 
interest  in  these  great  measures  identified  with  its 
prosperity. 

Sir,  (said  Mr.  S.)  did  the  Senator  from  Mississip- 
pi found  his  charge  upon  the  bill  which  was  report- 
ed by  the  Senator  from  Kentucky  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Manufactures,  and  which  passed  both 
branches  of  Congress,  and  was  neither  signed  nor 
returned  by  the  late  President  of  the  United  States, 
for  reasons  which  were,  no  doubt,  satisfactory  to 
him,  but  which  candor. compels  me  to  say  I  could 
not  concur  in?  Wss  that  great  measure  at  war 
with  the  best  fnterest  of  the  West?  If  so,  then, 
indeed,  in  this  instance,  the  Senator  from  Ken- 
tucky was  fouQd  in  opposition  to  that  section  of 
country.  But,  sir,  (said  Mr.  S.)  happening  to  he 
amongst  those  who  favored  the  principles,  provi- 
sions, and  objects  of  that  bill,  as  a  Western  man,  I 
cannot  set  the  Senator  from  Kentucky  down  as  an 
enemy  to  the  West  fbr  supporting  it.  What  weire 
the  views  of  the  Senator  from  Kentucky  as  returned 
to  the  Senate  with  the  bill?  Mr.  Pre^^ident,  I  hold 
in  my  hand  the  very  able  report  that  accompanied 
the  bill,  and  with  the  permission  jof  the  Senate  I 
beg  leave  to  read  an  extract  from  it.  [  Here  Mr. 
S.  read  the  following  extract  from  the  report  made 
to  the  Senate  on  the  16th  of  April,  1832,  by  Mr. 
CiJir:] 

"  Complaints  exist  in  the  new  States,  that  large 
bodies  of  lands  in  their  respective  territories,  being 
owned  by  the  General  Government,  are  exempt 
from  taxation  to  meet  the  ordinary  expenses  of  the 
State  Grovernments  and  other  local  charges ;  that 
this  exemption  continues  for  five  years  aHer  the 
sale  of  any  particular  tract,  and  that  lands  being 
the  principal  source  of  ihe  revenue  of  those  Suites, 
an  undue  .«^hare  of  the  burden  of  sustaining  the  ex- 
penses of  the  State  Gavemments  falls  upon  the 
resident  population.  To  all  these  complaints  it 
may  be  answered  that,  by  voluntary  compacts  be- 
stween  the  new  States  respectively,  and  the  General 
Government,  five  per  cent,  of  the  nett  proceeds  of 
the  sales  of  the  public  lands  included  within  their 
limits  is  appropriated  for  internal  improvementa 
leading  to  or  withfn  those  States ;  that  a  section  of 
land  in  each  township,  or  one  thirty-sixth  part  of 
the  whole  of  the  public  lands  embraced  within  their 
respective  boundaries,  has  been  reserved  for  purpo- 
MS  of  education,  and  that  the  policy  of  the  General 
Government  has  been  uniformly  marked  by  grtat 
liberality  towards  the  new  States  in  making  various 
and  some  very  extensive  giants  of  the  public  lands 
for  looal  purposes." 

Does  the  Senator  from  Keniueky  complain  of 
this  liberality  ?  Far  from  it,  Mr.  President ;  hear 
him  on  that  subject : 

"  But  in  accordance  with  the  same  liberality,  the 
committee  would  recommend  an  appropriation  to 
each  of  the  seven  States  referred  to,  (Ohio,  Indiana, 
Illinois,  Missouri,  Mississippi,  Alabama,  and  Loui- 
siana, Michigan  and  Arkansas  being  then  Territo- 
ries,) of  a  further  sum  of  ten  per  cent,  on  the  nett 
proceeds  of  the  sales  of  that  part  of  the  public  land 
which  lies  within  it." 

Does  this  look  like  hostility  to  the  new  Stales? 
Sir,  (said  Mr.  S.)  the  bill  as  it  passed  Congrass 
gave  13ft  per  cent,  of  the  proceeds  of  the  lands  to 
the  States  iu  which  they  laid,  and  to  eath  of  the 
States  named  a  quantity  of  land,  which,  with  what 
they  had  received,  made  them  equal  with  Ohio.. 
Under  this  bill,  sir,  the  State  of  Indiana  would  ere 
this  have  received  over  two  millions  and  a  half  ot 
dollars  as  her  distribntiva  share,  besides  a  laige  a4^ 
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d>u«  oAl  donation  of  land,  creating  a  fund  which 
would  have  been  amply  sofficient,  bad  ihe  policy 
beeu  coatinned,  to  educate  every  child  in  the  State, 
and  pay  (he  taxca  of  the  People  for  ages,  btaides 
aiding  greatly  in  oar  worln  of  internal  improre^ 
ment.  U  will  be  recollected,  Mr.  Preaident,  (^sid 
Mr.  8.)  ihat  we  had  in  the  West  a  doctrine,  at  one 
time  calltnl  the  eminent  domain  doctrine;  a  kind  of 
fionth  Carolina  doctrine,  nnder  which  seme  of  onr 
politicians  claimed  the  whole  of  the  public  lands 
witiiin  the  States,  by  virtue  of  our  State  sovereignty. 
I  say,  you  cannot  have  foiigotten  that  such  was  the 
claim  set  up  by  &ome  of  ooi  Westecn  politicians ; 
as  for  myself,  I  conld  not  \  ring' my  mind  to  the  con- 
clasion  that  the  claim  was  more  than  plausible,  if 
dfen  so  much.  But,  sir,  the  firiends  of  that  meas- 
ure exhibited  to  the  People  the  great  advantages 
which  would  result  to  the  new  States,  should  itsuo- 
ceed,  by  making  the  whole  of  the  public  domain 
within  (heir  limiu  a  ftind  for  the  education  of  the 
youth,  Uie  support  of  the  State  Qovemments  with- 
out  a  resort  to  taxation,  and  in  aiding  them  with 
their  woiks  of  internal  improvement ;  all  this  was 
admitted}  but  (hen  came  (he  compacte,  the  deeds, 
^nd  objects  of  cession,  the  means  and  treasure 
employed  in  their  acquisition,  as  barriers  to  the 
realization  of  the  fondly  eherished  hopes  of  our 
eminent  domain  men,  and  for  ^reral  years  we 
have  heard  nothing  on  the  subject  But,  sir,  my 
object  at  this  moment  is  not  to  censore  those  who 
believed  in  the  eminent  domain  doctrines,  but  to 
say  to  them,  as  well  as  the  Senate,  that  the  land  bill 
of  which  I  have  been  speaking  was  infinitely  more 
advantage uns  ta  the  new  States  than  their  favorite 
policy.  In  the  one  ease,  your  claim  ended  with  the 
appropriation  of  the  lands  lying  within  your  limits, 
the  best  of  which  had  been  culled  and  sold  by  the 
General  Gh>vemment ;  and,  in  the  other  as  propos- 
ed by  (hf;  bill,  you  received  one-eighth  of  that  sam, 
with  (he  additional  grants  of  land  proposed  in  the 
bill,  of  the  lands  lying  within  the  limits  of  yonr 
State,  and  then  received  yonr  eqnal  share  of  the 

?roceeds  of  the  residue  in  the  respective  States  and 
Vrritories,  besides  your  eqnal  proportion,  accord- 
ing to  your  fcileral  representation,  of  the  proceeds 
of  the  750,000,000  acres  that  lie  beyond  the  States 
and  Territories.  I  therefore  repeat,  that  the  amount 
to  be  received  under  the  provisions  of  the  distribu- 
tive land  bill  of  the  Senator  from  Kentndcy,  by  the 
new  States,  would  have  been  infinitely  more  bene- 
ficial to  them  than  a  grant  at  that  time  of  all  the 
lands  within  their  limits,  in  a  pecuniary  p^nt  of 
view. 

But,  sir,  there  is  another  view  which  struck  my 
mind  as  being  entitled  to  great  we^t  in  the  deci- 
sion of  that  question — ^I  mean  its  nationality.  It 
has  been  said,  Mr.  President,  (said  Mr.  a)  by  (he 
wisest  and  greatest  men,  and  I  believe  truly  said, 
that  it  is  not  the  mere  parchment  scroll,  called  a 
Ckinstitution,  that  binds  the  People  of  this  great 
nation  together,  hot  an  equality  of  rights  and  a 
community  of  interests ;  and  sbiE/nid  this  equality  or 
that  community  be  destroyed,  aj  was  that  between 
the  mother  coontiy  and  the  colonies ;  should  the 
Qordian  knot  be  out  or  untied,  it  will  be  precisely 
the  same  in  its  resulle— equaMy  disastrous  to  the 
People.  That  is,  therefore,  wise  legislation  which 
strengthens  these  ligaments  ef  equality  and  interest 
which  bind  us  together  as  a  nation.  And  it  does 
eeem  lo  me,  sir,  that  the  tendency  of  the  land  bill 
was  to  pioduce  that  happy  effbcl.  The  Senator 
from  Mississippi  will  therefore  pardon  me  if  I  can- 
not, with  him,  see  in  this  great  measure  of  the- Sena- 
tor from  Keaincky  hosulity  to  the  best  interest  of 
the  West,  nor  do  1  ^ieve  that  a  majority  of  the 
people  of  ihe  West  so  view  it. 

1  come,  now  said  Mr.  8.,  briefiy  to  examine 
another  of  the  favorite  measures  of  the  Senator  from 
Kentucky.  I  allude,  sir,  to  the  act  to  distribute  the 
surplQs  revenue.  I  have  heard  that  measuie  de- 
nounced on  this  floor  in  no  measured  terms,  as 
being  hostile  to  the  interest  of  the  West,  not  spe- 
cially by  the  Senator  from  Misnssippi,  but  by 
others.  It  is  highly  probable,  however,  that  this 
measure,  in  the  eyes  of  that  Senator,  forms  one  of 
the  hostile  acts  of  the  Senator  from  Kentucky.  I 
propose,  therefore,  to  examine  it  very  briefiy,  and 
toahow  thatsuBfa.wwaol  itaopentioii.  What waa 
lbs  state  of  file  ctae  before  Congress  and  the  oeoii- 


try  at  the  time  of  the  passage  of  that  act,  Mr.  Pre- 
sident ?  Why,  sir,  the  national  debt  wa.^  paid,  and 
it  was  obvious  that  a  large  surplus  of  public  money 
would  remain  in  the  Treasury  after  the  payment  of 
the  05^al  expenses  of  the  Government.  The  ques- 
tion thf  n  arose  a^  to  the  proper  disposition  of  these 
surplus  funds.  The  Senator  from  Missouri  (Mr. 
Bsnton)  proposed  to  enter  upon  a  grand  system  of 
fortifications,  (he  construction  of  which  would  have 
absorbed  the  whole  of  the  surplus,  and  still  have  re- 
quired as  much  more  tocomplete  and  arm  them,  with- 
out any  corresponding  benefit  whatever  to  the  coun- 
try. This  project  had  but  few  adherents ;  and  its  rival 
measure,  the  distribution  of  the  surplus  amongst  the 
States  according  to  their  federal  representation,  was 
warmly  advocated  by  the  Senator  from  Kentucky 
and  others,  and  became  a  law.  By  this  law,  the 
money  that  had  been  drawn  from  the  pockets  of 
the  People,  principally  from  the  extra  sales  of  the 
public  lands,  was  returned  again  to  them  or  to  the 
States,  to  be  appropriated  for  their  use.  It  is  very 
true,  sir,  said  Mr.  S.  but  three  of  the  instalments 
have  been  received  by  the  Suies ;  and  it  is  due  to 
candor  to  say  that  I  consider  the  matter  settled 
here  that  the  States  are  to  receive  no  more,  and  that 
the  Government  is  to  view  the  amount  received  by 
the  States  as  a  donation  or  gift  to  them  not  to  he 
returned.  So  I  presume  this  matter  will  end.  The 
States  having  received  the  three  in8*alments,  Mr. 
President,  were  clearly  benefited  to  that  amount ; 
while  the  counter-project,  the  fortification  system, 
would  have  been  beneficial  to  no  person,  except 
perhaps  the  contractors.  Between  these  modes  of 
disposing  of  the  surplus  revenue,  it  seems  to  me 
I  conld  not  have  hesitated  :  nor  can  I  view  the  sup- 
port given  to  the  distribution  act  by  the  Senator 
fh>m  Kentucky  as  hostile  to  the  iniereet  of  the  West, 
but,  on  the  oontrnty,  highly  beneficial  to  ihat  sec- 
tion of  country. 

Sir,  said  Mr.S.,  the  support  given  by  the  Senator 
from  Kentucky  to  the  protective  system  in  days 
gone  by  has  been  again  and  again  referred  to  by  the 
Senator  from  Minouri  as  hostile  ta  the  Western 
interest.  It  is  net  to  be  denied  by  me  that  the  Sen- 
ator from  Kentucky  has  been  the  advocate  of  the 
protective  sy^em,  or,  in  other  words,  the  protection 
of  American  industry  against  a  too  powerful  for- 
eign competiton,  by  dnties-on  the  importation  of  the 
foreign  article.  I  feel  no  disposition,  Mr«  President, 
to  revive  the  argument  on  this  question ;  much  may 
be  said  on  both  sides  of  it.  It  has  always  appeared 
to  me  that,  as  we  derive  our  revenue  to  support 
and  carry  on  the  operations  of  the  Government 
from  onr  imposts,  it  was  but  right  and  proper  to  con- 
fine those  duties  to  articles  which  conld  be  nftanufac- 
tured  in  the  United  States  in  sufficient  quantities  to 
supply  the  demand,  and  thereby  make  the  tarifif  for 
protection  and  revenue  identical.  In  this  light,  no 
one  at  this  day  denies  the  power  or  duty  ef  the 
Government  to  lay  protective  duties,  by  whatever 
name  they  may  be  called.  The  West,  so  far  as  I 
ever  heaid,  was  favorable  to  protecting  our  own  in- 
dustry. The  President  of  the  U.  Stales  voted  for  the 
uriff"  of  1638,  which  was  the  highest  protective  tarilf 
ever  laid  in  the  United  States  ;  and  yet  I  have  never 
heard  him  censured  for  it  in  the  West.  No,  sir ; 
we  believe  in  a  proprr  tariff,  making  revenue  and 
protection  mean  the  same  thing,  and  confining  the 
duties,where  there  can  be  ho  protection,  to  articles  of 
luxury— -such  articles  as  minister  only  to  the  vanity 
and  extravagance  of  life — while  we  would  wholly 
remove  it  from  the  necessaries  of  life,  in  daily  and 
common  use  by  all  classes  of  (he  People.  I  am 
not  prepared,  Mr.  President,  to  admit  that  the  Sen- 
ator from  Kentucky  has  shown  hostiUty  to  the  West 
in  advocating  the  protective  system.  Sir,  (said  Mr. 
8.)  I  might  trace  the  Senator  from  Kentucky  through 
a  long,  laboriouv,  and  valuable  life,  (for  he  Ims 
travelled  the  highways  on  all  important  subjecle,) 
would  time  peirmit;  and  I  feel  very  confident  that 
the  evidence  would  still  sU^ngthen  the  defence^  and 
tend  even  further  to  remove  all  probable  cause  for 
the  charge  of  the  Senator  from  MissiflBippi ;  but  I 
feel  that  it  is  useless.  Sir,  (said  Mr.  S.)  I  have 
seen  the  Senator  from  Kentucky  the  great  pacifica- 
tor on  the  Missouri  and  other  questions,  that  were 
rocking  the  Republic  to  its  centre,  not  for  (he  bene- 
fit of  the  West  alone  hui  for  the  Umon^the  whale 
Unimu 


Tnere  is  one  ether  great  muiNure,  Mr.  Presidcni, 
(said  Mr.  S  )  to  which  I  piesume  the  Senator  fron 
Aiississippi  points,  to  show  the  hostility  of  the  Sena- 
tor from  Kentucky  to  the  West.  1  allude  to  the 
bill  which  pa&sed  the  Senate  at  the  last  session,  and 
fell  in  the  Hoo.*e,  know  as  the  sub-Tieasory  bUI. 
I  do  not  propose,  sic,  to  revive  the  debate  on  that 
measure  at  this  time ;  it  will  probably  come  op 
again  ere  long ;  and  as  I  have  on  two  former  oeca- 
sion^  given  my  opinions  on  it  somewhat  at  laigfe, 
concurring  with  (he  Senator  from  Kentncky,  it  is 
not  to  be  expected  that  I  can  see,  in  an  oppoatiion 
to  that  measure,  hostility  to  the  West;  far  frsm  it, 
Mr.  President.  I  have  said  that  Ihe  great  deside- 
ratum in  the  West  was  capital  and  credit ;  the  one 
sufficient  to  form  a  just  and  safe  basement  for  the 
other  to  rest  upon ;  and  any  measure  that  reduces 
the  one  or  destroys  the  other  is  injurious  to  the  West 
It  is  true,  an  exclusive  specie  circulation,  divoreeef 
the  Government  from  the  banks,  collect  and  d^ 
buree  the  revenues,  in  every  part  of  the  countiy,  in 
gold  and  silver,  by  the  officers  of  Government,  with- 
out the  aid  of  banks,  are  not  unpleasant  sounds  lo 
the  ear ;  but,  in  my  humble  opinion,  it  is  in  theofy 
only  that  they  may  be  tolerated,  for  then  reuon  is 
left  free  to  cembat  them.  In  practice,  I  have  diowa 
their  operation  at  large  on  former  occasions,  and 
full  and  mature  reflection  has  only  confirmed  ihe 
opinions  I  then  expressed.  I  believe  the  whole 
measure,  in  practice,  wqiald  be  injoriotts  to  theaa- 
tion,  and  especially  te  the  West. 

Mr.  President,  the  remarks  which  I  have  submil- 
ted,  connected  with  the  measures  which  have  bera 
supported  by  the  Senator  from  Keniucky,  have 
been  entirely  defensive.  I  have  not  attempted  to 
show  who  are  not  (he  friends  of  the  West ;  who 
have,  or  who  have  not,  sustained  those  great  Wes- 
tern measures  to  which  I  have  alluded.  My  object 
was  not  to  criminate  or  to  make  charges^  but  to 
show  some  of  the  evidence  which  had  operaiad  on 
my  mind,  creating  the  belief  that  the  Senator  fram 
Kentncky  was  not  an  enemy  to  the  West ;  and 
now  let  me  say  to  the  Senator,  I  do  not  believe  oee 
word  of  his  charge.  The  Senator  from  Kesiacky 
an  enemy  to  the  West !  Impoasibie!  (exdaimed 
Mr.  S.)  If  no  one  act  of  his  long  and  useful  life 
proved  the  contrary,  Mr.  President,  his  posiiioa 
forbids  it.  No  man,  sir,  can  be  an  enemy  to  the 
West  who  resides  there,  whose  private  inieiest, 
whose  family  and  friends  are  there ;  even  shoaid 
his  philanthropy  embrace  the  whole  hitman  famdy, 
still  the  countiy  of  his  home  must  necessarily  ne- 
liominate  in  his  affections.  I  would  as  soon,  Mr. 
President,  believe  that  my  worthy  colleague  (Ifr. 
TiPTOK)  who  fought  side  by  side  with  the  brave 
and  lamented  Spencer  in  that  bloody  conflicCat  T^ 
peoanoe,  and  who  has  rendered  his  Slate  and  the 
West  such  valuable  services  since  he  tins  beca  a 
member  of  this  body,  is  an  enemy  of  the  WesM.  Tkt 
Senator  from  Kentuky  an  enemy  to  the  West  (ex- 
claimed Mr.  S.)  I  would  as  soon  believe  tibat 
charge  against  you,  Mr.  President,  who  have  aiood 
by  the  West  in  all  her  great  measores ;  yoa  who 
poured  out  your  blood  like  water  in  defence  of  Ae 
western  frontier ;  impossible — impossible,  sir.  The 
Senator  from  Kentucky  an  enemy  of  the  West! 
Sa  tisfy  me  that  the  heroof  Tippecanoe,  the  pafriMie, 
the  gallant,  the  dtstiagnished  Harrtson,  who  perAed 
his  life  again  and  again  for  the  West  and  his  eraa- 
try,  and  whose  long  and  valuable  life  Im  bees 
identified  with  her  interest  and  glory,  is  hos^e  to 
the  West,  and  you  may  make  me  believe  the  chugs 
against  the  Senator  from  Kentucky. 


SPEECH  OF  MR.  CLAY, 

Of  Kbntuckt, 

In  StfutUy  Tkvndttfi,  Fthnum/  7, 1839— On  ihe  sah- 

ject  of  Abolition  petitions. 
Mr.  CLAY  of  Kentucky  rose  to  present  n  peti- 
tion, and  said:  I  have  received,  Mr.  Preaidctot,  a 
petition  to  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repmeain* 
tives  of  the  .United  Stales,  which  I  wish  to  \ 
to  the  Senate.    It  is  signed  by  several  haadredi 
habitants  of  the  DisUict  of  Columbia,  aad  e  ^  ' 
of  the  city  of  Washington.    Among  &eni  1 1 
nise  the  name  of  die  highly  esteeoicd  Blai 
the  cityi  and  other  respectable  iiniiniL  womt  «C 
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Mofiiion  pelitiqns. — Mr.  Clay  of  Ky, 


Senate. 


which  are  personally  and  well  known  to  ine.  Thej 
express  their  regret  that  the  subject  of  the  abolition 
of  slavery  within  the  District  of  Columbia  con- 
tinnes  to  be  pressed  upon  the  consideration  <xf  Con- 
fress  by  inconsiderate  and  misguided  individuals  in 
other  parts  of  the  United  States.  They  state  that 
they  do  not  desire  the  abolition  of  slavery  within 
the  District,  even  if  Congress  possess  the  very 
qaestionaUe  power  of  abolishing  it,  without  the 
.  cottsent  of  the  people  whose  inierebts  would  be  im- 
mediately and  directly  affected  by  the  measure; 
that  itisa  question  solely  between  the  people  of  the 
District  and  their  only  consiitational  Legislature, 
purely  municipal,  and  one  in  which  no  exterior 
iniluenoe  or  interest  can  justly  interfere;  that  if,  at 
any  future  period,  the  people  of  this  District  should 
desire  the  abolition  of  slavery  within  it,  they  will 
doubtless  make  their  wishes  known,  when  it  will 
be  time  enough  to  take  the  matter  into  considera- 
tion; that  they  do  not,  on  this  occasion,  present 
themselves  to  Congress  because  they  are  slave- 
holders; many  of  them  are  not — some  of  them  are 
coDseientionsly  opposed  to  slavery — but  they  ap- 
pear because  ihey  justly  respect  (he  rights  of  those 
who  own  that  description  of  property,  and  because 
they  entertain  a  deep  conviction  that  the  continued 
agiution  of  the  question  by  those  who  have  no 
right  to  interfere  with  it,  has  an  injurious  influence 
on,  the  peace  and  tranquillity  of  the  community, 
and  upon  the  well  being  and  happiness  of  those 
who  are  held  in  subjection.  They  finally  protest 
as  well  against  the  unauthorized  intervention  of 
which  they  complain,  as  against  any  legblation 
on  the  part  of  Congress  in  compliance  therewith. 
But,  as  I  wish  these  respectable  petitioners  to  be 
themselves  heard,  I  request  that  their  petition  may 
be  read.  [It  was  read  accordingly,  and  Mr.  Clat 
proceeded.]  I  am  informed  by  the  committee 
which  requested  me  to  offer  this  petition,  arid 
believe,  that  it  expresses  the  almost  unanimous  sen- 
timents of  the  deople  of  the  District  of  Columbia. 

The  perfurm^nce  of  ibis  service  affotds  me,  said 
Mr.  C.  a  legitimate  opportunity,  of  which,  with  the 
permiaaion  of  the  Senate,  I  mean  now  to  avail  my- 
aelfy  to  say  something,  not  only  on  the  particular 
objects  of  the  petition,  but  upon  the  great  and  in- 
teresting subject  with  which  it  is  intimately  as- 
sociated. 

It  is  well  known  to  the  Senate,  said  Mr.  Clay, 
that  I  have  thought  that  the  most  judicious  course 
with    abolition  petitions    has  not  been   of    late 
pursued  by    Congress.    I   have  believed  that  it 
iroold  have  been  wisest  to  have  received  and  re- 
ferred them,  without  opposition,  and  to  have  re- 
ported against  their  object  in  a  calm  and  dispas- 
sionate and    argumentative   appeal  to  the    good 
sease  of  the  whole  community.    It  has  been  sup- 
posed, however,  by  a  majority  of  Congress  that  it 
'was  most  expedient  either  not  to  receive  the  peti- 
tions at  al^  or,  if  lormally  received,  not  to  act  de- 
finitively upon  them.  There  is  no  substantial  diffe- 
reoce  between  these  opposite  opinions,  smce  both 
look  to  an  absolute  rejection  of  the  prayer  of  the 
petitioners.    But  there  is  a  great  difference  in  the 
form  of  proceeding;  and,  Mr.  President,  some  ex- 
perience  in  the  conduct  of  human  affairs   has 
takoght  me  to JbeViMve  that  a  neglect  to  observe  esta- 
bljabed  forms  is  often  attended  with  more  miechiev- 
ooa  eonseqnences  than  the  infliction  of  a  positive 
injury.    We  all  know  that,  even  in  private  life,  a 
-wtolation  of  the  existing*  usages  and  cerenaonies  of 
soeiety  cannot  take  place  without  serious  prejudice. 
I  fear,  sir,  thai  the  Abolitionists  have  acquired  a 
considerable  apparent  force  by  blending  with  the 
object  which  they  have  in  view  a  collateral  aal 
aolally  different  question  arising  out  of  an  alleged 
wiolaiion  of  the  right  of  petition.    I    know   full 
-virell,  and  take  great  pleasure  in  testify  ing,  that 
lacMhing  was  remoter  from  the  intention  of  the  ma- 
jority of  the  Senate,  from  which  I  differed,  than  to 
wlolatethe  right  of  petition  in  any  case  in  which,  ac- 
oording  to  its  judgment,  that  right  could  be  const!- 
tolionally  exercised,  or  where  the  object  of  the  pe- 
-tltion  could  be  safely  or  properly  granted..    Still, 
ia    most  be   owned  that    the  Abolitionists   have 
seized  hold  of  the   fact  of  the  treatment  which 
ab>cir  j>etitionshave  received  io  Congress,  and  made 
iasjofions  impressions  upo^i  the  minds  of  a  large 
Ipoxtion  of  the  commaniry,    This,  I  think,  might 


have  bern  avoideil  l^y  the  course  vhich  1  should 
have  been  glad  to  have  seen  pursued. 

And  I  desire  now,  Mr.  President,  to  advert  to 
some  of  those  topics  which  I  think  might  have 
been  usefully  embodied  in  a  report  by  a  commit- 
tee of  the  Senate^  and  which,  I  am  persuaded, 
would  have  checked  the  progress,  if  it  had  not  al- 
together arrested  the  efforts,  of  abolition.  I  am 
sensible,  sir,  that  this  work  would  have  been  ac- 
complished with  much  greater  ability,  and  with 
much  happier  effect,  under  the  auspices  of  a  com- 
mittee, ihsn  it  can  be  by  me.  But,  anxious  as  I 
always  am  to  contribute  whatever  is  in  my  power 
to  the  harmony,  concord,  and  happmess  of  this 
great  people,  I  feel  myself  iiresistibly  impelled  to 
do  whatever  is  in  my  power,  incompetent  as  I  feel 
myself  to  be,  todisuade  the  public  from  continu- 
ing to  agitate  a  subject  fraught,  with  the  most  dire- 
ful consequences. 

There  are  three  classes  of  persons  opposed,  or 
apparently  opposed,  to  the  continued  existence  of 
slavery  in  the  United  States.  The  first  are  those 
who,  from  sentiments  of  philanthropy  and  hu- 
manity, are  conscientiously  opposed  to  the  exis- 
tence ol  slavery,  but  who  are  no  less  opposed,  at 
the  same  lime,  to  any  disturbance  of  the  peace  and 
trahquillity  of  the  Union,  or  the  infringement  of 
the  powers  of  the  States  composing  the  Confede- 
racy. In  this  class  may  be  comprehended  that 
peaceful  and  exemplary  society  of  ^Triendi^,*'  one 
of  whoe  established  maxims  is,  an  abhorrence  of 
war  in  all  its  forms,  and  the  cultivation  of  peace 
and  good  will  amongst  mankind.  The  next  class 
consists  of  apparent  abolitionists — that  is,  those 
who,  having  been  persuaded  that  the  right  of  peti- 
tion has  been  violated  by  Congress,  co-operate 
with  the  abolitionists  for  the  sole  purpose  of  assert- 
ing and  vindicating  that  right.  And  the  third  class 
a'*e  the  real  ultra-abolitionists,  who  are  resolved  to 
persevere  in  the  pursuit  of  their  object  at  all  ha- 
zards, and  without  regard  to  any  consequences, 
however  calamitous  they  may  be.  With  them  the 
rights  of  property  are  nothing;  the  deficiency  of 
the  powers  of  the  General  Government  is  nothing; 
the  acknowledged  and  incontestable  powers  of  the 
States  are  nothing;  civil  war,  a  dissolution  of  the 
Union,  and  the  overthrow  of  a  Government  in 
which  are  concentrated  the  fondest  hopes  of  the 
civilized  world,  are  nothing.  A  single  idea  has 
taken  possession  of  their  minds,  and  onward  they 
pursue  it,  ove.  looking  all  barriers,  reckless  and  re- 
gardless of  all  consequences.  Wiih  this  class,  the 
immediate  abolition  of  slavery  in  the  District  of 
Columbia,  and  in  ihe  Territory  of  Florida,  the  pro- 
hibition of  the  removal  of  slaves  from  State  to 
State,  and  the  refusal  tn  admit  any  new  State, 
compiising  within  its  limits  the  inslitalion  of  do- 
mestte  slavery,  ire  b^t  so  many  means  conducing 
to  the  accomplishment  of  the  ultimate  but  perilous 
end  at  which  they  avovredly  and  boldly  aim;  are 
but  so  many  Miort  stages  in  the  long  and  bUiody 
road  to  the  distant  goal  at  which  they  would 
finally  ariive.  Their  purpose  is  abolition,  univer- 
!«al  abolition,  peaceably  if  it  can,  forcibly  if  it  must. 
Their  object  is  no  longer  concealed  by  the  thinnest 
veil;  it  is  avowed  and  proclaimed.  Utterly  desti- 
tute  of  constitutional  or  other  rightful  power,  living 
in  totally  distinct  communities,  as  alien  to  the 
commiunities  in  which  the  subject  on  which  they 
would  operate  resides,  so  far  as  concerns  political 
power  over  that  subject,  as  if  they  lived  in  Africa 
or  Asia,  they  nevertheless  promulgate  to  the  world 
their  purpose  to  be  to  manumit  forthwith,  and 
without  compensation,  and  without  moral  pre- 
paration, three  millions  of  negro  slaves,  un- 
der jurisdictions  altogether  separated  from  those 
under  which  they  live.  I  have  said  that 
immediate  abolition  of  slavery  in  the  District 
of  Columbia  and  in  the  Territory  of  Florida,  and 
the  exclusion  of  new  States,  were  only  means  to- 
wards the  attainment  of  a  much  more  important  end. 
Unfortunately,  they  are  not  the  only  means. 
Another,  and  much  more  lan.entable  one  is  that 
which  this  class  is  endeavoring  to  employ,  of  ar- 
raying one  portion  against  another  portion  of  the 
Union.  With  that  view,  in  all  their  leading  prints 
and  publications,  the  alleged  horrors  of  slavery  are 
depicted  in  the  most  glowing  and  exaggerated  co- 
lors, to  excite  the  imaginations  and  stimnlate  the. 


rage  of  the  people  in  the  free  States  against  the 
people  in  the  slave  States.  The  slaveholder  is  held 
up  and  represented  as  the  most  atrocious  of  human 
beings.  Advertisements  of  fugi'ive  slaves  to  be 
sold  are  carefully  collected  and  blazoned  forth,  to 
infuse  a  spirit  of  detestation  and  hatred  against  one 
entire  and  the  largest  section  of  the  Union.  And 
like  a  notorious  agitator  upon  another  theatre, 
they  would  hunt  down  and  proscribe  from  the  pate 
of  civilized  society  the  inhabitants  of  that  entire 
section.  Allow  me,  Mr.  President,  to  say,  that 
whilst  I  recognise  in  the  justly  wounded  feelings  of 
the  Minister  of  the  United  States  at  the  Court  of 
St.  Jamea  much  to  excuse  the  netice  which  he  was 
provoked  to  take  of  that  agitator,  in  my  humble 
opinion,  he  would  better  have  consulted  the  dignity 
of  his  station  and  of  his  country  in  treating  him 
with  contemptuous  silence.  He  would  exclude  us 
from  European  society — he  who  himself  can  only 
obtaia  a  contraband  admission,  and  is  received 
with  scornful  repugnance  into  it !  If  he  be  no 
more  desirous  of  our  society  than  we  are  of  his,  he 
may  rest  a^^sured  that  a  state  of  eternal  non-inter- 
course will  exift  between  us.  Yes,  sir,  I  think  the 
American  Minister  would  have  best  pursued  the 
dictates  of  true  dignity  by  regarding  the  language 
of  the  member  of  the  British  House  of  Commons 
asfihe  malignant  ravings  of  the  plunderer  of  his 
own  country,  and  the  libeller  of  a  foreign  and  kin- 
dred p«ople. 

But  the  means  to  which  I  have  already  advert- 
ed are  not  the  only  ones  which  this  third  class  of 
ultra-Abolitionists  are  employing  to  effect  their  ul- 
timate end.  They  began  their  operations  by  pro- 
fessing to  employ  only  persuasive  means  in  appeal- 
ing to  the  humanity,  and  enlightening  the  under- 
standings, of  the  slaveholding  portion  of  the  Union. 
If  there  were  some  kindness  in  this  avowed  motive, 
it  must  be  acknowledged  that  there  was  rather  a 
presumptuous  display  also  of  an  assumed  superi-  . 
ority  in  intelligence  and  knowledge.  For  some 
time  they  continued  to  make  these  appeals  to  our 
duty  and  eur  interest;  but  impatient  with  the  slow 
influence  of  their  logic  upon  our  stupid  minds, 
they  recently  resolved  to  change  their  system  of  ac- 
tion. To  the  agency  of  their  powers  of  persuasion, 
they  now  propose  to  substitute  the  powers  of  the 
ballot  box;  and  he  must  be  blind  to  what  is  passing 
before  us,  who  does  hot  perceive  that  the  inevita- 
ble tendency  of  their  proceedings  is,  if  these  should 
be  found  insufiicient,  to  invoke,  finally,  the  moie 
potent  p(twers  of  the  bayonet. 

.Mr.  President,  it  is  at  this  alarming  stage  of  the 
proceedings  of  the  ultra-Abolitionists  that  I  would 
seriously  invite  every  considerate  man  in  the  conn- 
try  solemnly  to  pause,  and  deliberately  to  reflect, 
not  merely  on  our  existing  posture,  but  upon  that 
dreadful  precipice  down  which  they  would  hurry 
us.  It  ia  because  these  nltia-Abolitionists  have 
ceased  lo  to  employ  the  instruments  of  reason  and 
persuasion,  have  made  their  cause  political,  and 
have  appealed  to  the  ballot  box,  that  i  am  induced, 
upon  this  orcasioB,  to  address  you. 

There  have  been  three  epochs  in  the  history  of 
our  country  at  which  the  spirit  of  Abolition  display- 
ed itself.  The  fir^t  was  immediately  after  the  for- 
mation of  the  present  Federal  Government.  W'len 
the  Constitution  was  about  goin^  into  operation, 
its  powers  were  not  well  understood  by  the  com- 
munity at  large,  and  remained  to  be  accjraiely  in- 
terpreted and  defined.  At  that  period  numerous 
Abolition  societies  were  formed,  comprising  not 
merely  the  Society  of  Friends,  but  many  other 
good  men.  Petitions  were  p.esented  to  Congress, 
praying  for  the  Abolition  of  slavery.  They  were 
received  without  serious  opposition,  referred,  and 
reported  upon  by  a  committee.  The ,  report  stated 
that  the  General  Government  had  no  power  to  abo-s 
lish  slavery  as  it  existed  in  the  several  Stales,  and 
that  these  Stales  themselves  had  exclusive  jurisdic- 
tion over  the  subject.  The  report  was  generally 
acquiesced  in,  and  satisfaction  and  tianqniiiity  en^ 
sued;  the  Abolition  societies  thereafter  limiting 
their  exertions,  in  respect  to  the  black  population, 
to  offices  of  humanity  within  the  scope  of  existing 
laws. 

The  next  period  when  the  subject  of  slavery  and 

Abolition,  incidentally,  was  brought  into  notice  and 

L  discussion,  was  oa  the  memorable  occasion  of  the 
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adiiii«sion  of  the  State  of  Missouri  into  the  Union. 
The  straggle  was  long,  stienoous,  and  fearful.  It 
is  too  ft  cent  to  make  it  necessary  to  do  more  than 
merely  advert  to  it,  and  to  say,  that  it  was  finally 
composed  by  one  of  those  compromises  character- 
istic of  our  institntions^  and  of  which  the  Constita- 
tion  itself  is  the  most  signal  instance. 

The  third  is  that  in  which  we  find  onrselres. 
VariouM  cau;:es,  Mr.  President,  have  c^iribmed 
to  produce  the  existing  excitement  on  the  subject  of 
Abolition.  The  principal  one,  perhaps,  is  the  ex- 
ample of  Britibh  emancipation  of  the  slaves  in  the 
islands  adjacent  to  cur  country.  Such  is  ihe  simi- 
larity in  laws,  in  language,  in  institutions,  and  in 
common  origin,  between  Great  Britain  and  the 
United  States,  ihat  no  great  measure  of  naiional 
policy  can  be  adopted  in  the  one  country  without 
proiiuciog  a  considerable  degree  of  influence  in  the 
other.  Confounding  the  totally  different  cases  to- 
gether, of  the  powers  of  the  British  Parliament  and 
ih<K<ie  ol  Ihe  Congress  of  the  United  States,  and  the 
tut&lly  different  situations  of  the  British  West  India 
islands,  and  the  slaves  in  the  sovereign  and  inde- 
pendent States  of  this  Confederacy,  superficial  men 
have  inferred  from  the  undecided  British  experi- 
ment the  praiKicability  of  the  abolition  of  slavery 
in  these  Stales.  The  powers  of  the  British  Parlia- 
ment are  unlimited,  and  are  often  described  to  be 
omnipotent.  The  powers  of  the  American  Con- 
gres^s,  on  the  contrary,  are  few,  cautiously  limited, 
scrupulously  excluding  all  that  are  not  granted, 
and,  ab(  ve  all,  carefully  and  absolntely  excluding 
all  power  over  the  existence  or  continuance  of 
slavery  in  the  seversl  States.  The  slaves,  too,  upon 
which  Britibh  legislation  operated,  were*  not  in  the 
bosom  of  the  kingdom,  but  in  i«mote  and  feeble  ol  Io- 
nics having  no  voice  in  Parliament.  The  West 
India  slaveholder  was  neither  represented  nor  re- 
presentative in  that  Parliament.  And  whilst  I 
mo»t  fervently  wibh  complete  success  to  the  British 
experiment  of  West  India  emancipation,  I  confess 
that  I  have  fearful  forebodings  of  a  disastrous  ter- 
mination of  it.  Whatever  it  may  be,  I  think  it 
must  be  admitted  that,  if  the  British  Parliament 
treated  the  West  India  slaves  ^as  freemen,  it  also 
treated  the  West  India  freemen  as  slaves.  If,  in- 
stead of  these  slaves  being  separated  by  a  wide 
ocean  from  the  parent  country,  three  or  four  mil- 
lions of  African  negro  .slaves  had  been  dispersed 
over  England,  Scotland,  Wales,  and  Ireland,  and 
their  owners  fasd  been  members  of  the  British  Par- 
liament— a  case  which  would  have  presented  some 
analogy  to  that  of  our  own  country— ^oes  any  one 
believe  that  it  would  have  been  expedient  or  prac- 
ticable to  have  emancipated  them,  leaving  ihem  to 
remain,  wuh  all  their  embittered  feelings,  in  the 
United  Kingdom,  boundless  as  the  powers  of  the 
British  Parliament  are? 

Other  causes  have  conspired  with  the  British  ex- 
Ample  to  produce  the  existing  excitement  from 
Abolition.  I  say  it  with  profound  regret,  but  with 
no  in'ention  to  occasion  irritation  here  or  else- 
where, that  there  are  persons  in  both  parts  of  the 
Union  who  have  sought  to  mingle  Abolition  with 
politico,  and  to  array  one  portion  of  the  Union 
against  the  other.  It  is  the  misfortune  in  free 
countries  that,  in  high  party  times,  a  disposition  too 
often  prevails  to  seize  hold  of  everv  thing  which 
can  strengthen  the  one  sidt  or  weaken  the  other. 
Charges  of  fostering  Abolition  designs  have  been 
heedlessly  and  unjustly  made  by  one  party  against 
the  other.  Prior  to  the  late  election  of  the  present 
President  of  the  United  States,  he  was  charged  with 
being  sn  Abolitionist,  and  abolition  designs  were 
imputed  to  many  of  his  supporters.  Much  as  I 
was  opposed  to  his  election,  and  am  to  his  Admi- 
nistration, I  neither  shared  in  making  nor  believing 
the  truth  of  the  charge.  He  was  scarcely  installed 
in  office  before  the  same  charge  was  directed 
against  those  who  opposed  his  election. 

Mr.  President,  it  is  not  true,  and  1  rejoice  that  it 
is  not  true,  that  either  of  the  two  great  parties  in 
tLis  counu-y  has  any  designs  or  aim  at  Abolition. 
I  should  deeply  lament  if  it  were  true.  I  should 
consider,  if  it  were  true,  that  the  danger  te  the  sta- 
bility of  our  system  would  be  infinitely  greater 
than  any  which  docs,  I  hope,  actually  exist. 
Whilst  neither  party  can  be,  I  think,  justly  accused 
of  any  Abolition  tendency  or  purpose,  both  have 


profited,  and  both  have  been  injured,  in  particular 
localities,  by  the  accession  or  abstraction  of  Abt>ii- 
tion  support.  If  the  account  were  fairly  stated,  I 
believe  the  party  to  which  I  am  opposed  has  pro- 
fited much  more,  and  been  injured  ranch  less,  ttian 
that  to  whicli  I  beK  ng.  Bui  1  am  far,  for  that  rea- 
son, from  being  disposed  to  accuse  our  adversaries 
of  being  Abolitti  nisis. 

And  now,  Mr.  President,  sllow  me  to  consider 
the  several  cases  in  which  the  authority  of  Con- 
gress  is  invoked^by  these  Abolition  petitioners  upon 
the  subject  of  domestic  slavery.  The  first  relates 
to  it  as  it  exists  in  the  Pistrict  of  Columbia.  The 
following  is  the  provision  of  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States  in  reference  to  that  matter: 

'*To  exercise  exclueiTe  legielatlon  in  ell  caaet  whaiaoerer 
over  luclt  District  (not  ezceeduK  ten  nailes  squere)  as  maj  bj 
cession  of  particular  States,  And  the  acceptance  of  Coogreaa, 
become  the  seat  of  OoTernment  of  the  United  States." 

This  provision  preceded,  in  point  of  time,  the 
sctual  cessions  which  were  made  by  the  States  of 
Maryland  and  Virginia.  The  object  of  the  ces- 
sion was  to  establish  a  seat  of  Government  of  the 
United  States,  and  the  grant  in  the  Constitution  of 
exclusive  legislation  must  be  understood,  and 
should  be  always  interpreted,  tfs  having  relation 
to  the  object  of  the  cession.  It  was  with  a  full 
knowledge  of  this  clause  in  the  Constitution  that 
those  two  States  ceded  to  the  General  Government 
the  ten  miles  square,  comtituting  the  District  of 
Columbia.  In  making  the  cession,  they  supposed 
that  it  was  to  be  applied,  and  applied  s«ie1y,  to  the 
purposes  of  a  seat  of  Government,  for  which  it 
was  asked.  When  it  was  made,  slavery  existed 
in  both  those  Commonwealths,  and  in  the  ceded 
tenitory,  as  it  now  continues  to  exist  in  all  of 
them.  Neither  Maryland  nor  Virginia  could  have 
anticipated  that,  whilst  the  institution  remained 
within  their  respective  limits,  its  abolition  would 
be  attempted  by  Congress  without  their  consent. 
Neither  of  them  would  probably  have  made  an  un- 
conditional cession,  if  they  could  have  anticipated 
such  a  result.  . 

From  the  nature  of  the  provision  in  the  Consti- 
tution, and  the  avowed  object  of  the  acquisition  of 
the  territory,  two  duties  arise  on  the  part  of  Con- 
gress. 'The  first  is,  to  render  the  District  available, 
comfortable,  jind  convenient,  as  a  seat  of  Govern- 
ment of  the  whole  Union;  the  other  is,  to  govern 
the  people  within  the  District  so  as  best  to  promote 
their  happiness  and  prosperity.  These  objects  are 
totally  distinct  in  their  nature,  and,  in  interpreting 
and  exercising  the  grant  of  the  power  of  exchisive 
legislation,  that  distinction  should  be  constantly 
borne  in  mind.  Is  it  necessary,  in  order' to  render 
this  place  a  comfortable  seat  of  the  General  Go- 
vernment, to  abolish  slavery  within  its  limits  1  No 
one  can  or  will  advance  such  a  proposition.  The 
Government  has  remained  here  near  forty  years 
without  the  blightest  inconvenience  from  the  pre- 
sence of  domestic  slavery.  Is  it  necessary  to  the 
well-being  of  the  pei>ple  of  the  District  that  slavery 
should  be  abolished  from  amongst  them?  They  not 
only  neither  ask  nor  desire,  but  are  almost  unani- 
mously opposed  to  it.  It  exists  here  in  the  mildest 
and  most  mitigated  form.  In  a  population  of 
39,834  there  were,  at  the  last  ennmeratic  n  of  the 
population  of  the  United  States,  but  6,119  slaves. 
The  number  has  not  probably  much  increased  since. 
They  are  dispersed  over  the  ten  miles  square,  engaged' 
in  the  quiet  pursuits  of  husbandry,  or  in  menial  of 
fices  in  domestic  life.  If  it  were  necessary  to  the 
efficiency  of  this  place  as  a  seat  of  the  General  Go- 
vernment to  abolish  slavery,  which  is  utterly  de- 
nied, the  abolition  sheuld  be  confined  to  the  neces- 
sity which  prompts  it,  that  is,  to  the  limits  of  the 
city  of  Washington  itself.  Beyond  those  limits, 
persons' concerned  in  the  Goyernment  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  have  no  more  lo  do  with  the  inhabitants 
of  the  District  than  they  have  with  the  inhabitants 
of  the  adjacent  counties  of  Maryland  and  Virginia 
which  lie  beyond  the  District. 

To  abolish  slavery  within  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia, whilst  it  remains  in  Vii^ginia  and  Maryland, 
situated  as  that  District  is,  within  the  very  heart  of 
those  States,  would  expose  them  to  great  practicAl 
inconvenience  and  annoyance.  The  District  would 
become  a  place  of  refuge  and  escape  for  fugitive 
slaves  from  the  two  States,  and  a  place  from  which 
a  spirit  of  discontent,  iosabordination,  and  insnriee^ 


tion  might  be  fostered  and  encouraged  in  the  tvo 
Stales.  Suppose,  as  was  at  one  time  under  Gonside> 
raiien,  Pennsylvania  had  granted  ten  miles  sqoare 
within  its  limits  for  the  purpose  of  a  seal  of  the  Ge- 
neral Ooveinment:  could  Congress,  withoni  a  vi- 
olation of  good  laith,  have  introduced  and  estabfisk- 
ed  slavery  within  the  bosom  of  that  Commonwealtli 
in  the  ceded  territory,  after  she  had  abolished  it  sd 
long  ago  as  the  year  1780?  Yet  the  inconvenience 
to  Pennsylvania  in  the  case  supposed,  wouki  have 
been  much  less  than  that  to  Virginia  and  Blary land 
in  the  case  we  arc  arguing. 

It  was  upon  this  view  of  the  subject  that  the  Se- 
nate, at  its  last  session,  solemnly  declared  that  it 
would  l>e  a  violation  of  implied  faith,  resulting  Crom 
the  transaction  of  the  cession,  to  abolish  slavery 
within  the  Di5trict  of  Columbia.  And  would  it  nuc 
be?  By  implied  faith  is  meant  that  when  a  grut 
is  made  for  one  avowed  and  declared  purpose, 
ktiown  to  the  parties,  the  grant  should  not  be  per- 
verted to  another  purpose,  unavow^  and  unde- 
clared, and  injurious  to  the  grantor.  The  grant  is 
the  case  we  are  considering,  of  the  terriioiy  of  Co- 
lumbia, was  for  a  tttA  of  Gcvemment.  Whatever 
power  is  accessary  to  accomplish  that  object  is  car- 
ried along  by  the  grant.-  But  the  abotiiion  of 
slavery  is  not  necessary  to  the  eDJoymentofihis 
site  as  a  seat  of  the  General  Government.  Tlie 
grant  in  the  Constitution  of  exclusive  power  of  le- 
gislation over  the  District,  was  made  to  ensure  the 
exercise  of  an  exclusive  authority  of  the  Gcaenl 
Government  to  render  this  place  a  safe  and  seeare 
seat  of  Government,  and  td  promote  the  well  beini 
of  the'inhabitants  of  the  District.  The  power  giaat- 
ed  ought  to  be  interpreted  and  exercised  solely  to 
the  end  for  which  it  was  granted.  The  language  of 
the  grant  was  necessarily  broad,  oomprebensive, 
and  exclusive,  because  all  the  exigencies  which 
might  arise  to  render  this  a  secure  seat  of  the  Ge- 
neral Government  could  not  have  been  foreseen  and 
provided  for.  The  language  may  possibly  besaft- 
ciently  comprehensive  to  include  a  power  of  aboli- 
tion; but  it  would  not  at  all  thence  follow  that  the 
power  could  be  rightfully  ^ercised.  The  ca»  nay 
be  resembled  to  that  of  a  plenipotentiary  invested 
with  a  plenary  power,  but  who  at  the  same  time  has 
positive  instructions  from  his  Government  as  to  the 
kind  of  treaty  which  he  is  to  negotiate  and  con- 
clude. If  he  violates  those  instraciions,  and  con- 
cludes a  different  treaty,  his  Government  is  not 
bound  by  ii;  and  if  the  foreign  Government  is  aware 
of  the  violation,  it  acts  in  bad  faith.  Or  it  may  be 
illustrated  by  an  example  drawn'  from  private  lile. 
I  am  an  endorser  for  my  friend  on  a  note  disooam- 
ed  in  bank.  He  applies  to  roe  to  endorse  anocber 
to  renew  it,  which  I  do  in  blank.  Nov  this  gives 
him  power  lo  make  any  other  use  of  my  note  which 
he  pleaaes.  But  if,  instead  of  applying  it  to  ihe  in- 
tended purpose,  he  goes  to  a  broker  and  sells  it, 
thereby  doubling  my  responsibility  for  him,  he  oum- 
mits  a  breach  of  trust,  and  a  violation  of  the  good 
faith  implied  in  the  whole  transaction. 

Bat,  Mr.  President,  if  this  reasoning  were  as 
erroneous  as  I  l)elieved  it  to  be  correct  and  eoa- 
clusive,  is  the  affair  of  the  libemiion  of  six  tbo»- 
sand  negro  slaves  in  this  District,  diaconnecied  wok 
the  three  millions  of  slaves  in  the  United  Stales,  «f 
sufficient  magnitude  to  agitate,  dii tract,  and  em- 
bitter this  great  Confederac>? 

The  next  case  in  which  the  petitioners  ask  lbs 
exercise  of  the  power  of  Congress,  relates  te  sla- 
very in  the  Territory  of  Florida. 

Florida  is  the  extreme  southern  portion  eftbe 
United  States.  It  is  bounded  on  all  its  JamI  sides hf 
slave  States,  and  is  several  hundred  mil^  fraoi  ibe 
from  the  nearest  free  State.  It  almost 
within  the  tropics,  and  the  nearest  importaax  e 
to  it  on  the  water  side  is  Cuba,  a  sbive  * 
This  simple  statement  of  its  geographical 
should  of  itself  decide  the  question.  When,  kf 
the  treaty  of  1819  with  Spain,  it  was  ceded  lote 
United  States,  slavery  existed  within  il  Bjfte 
terms  of  that  treaty,  the  effects  and  property  ef  the 
inhabitants  are  secured  to  them,  and  ihey  ait.^ 
lowed  to  remove  and  take  tfaem  avay,  if  Ihey 
think  proper  to  do  so,  without  limitation  as  to  tae. 
If  it  were  expedient,  therefore,  to  atbobsh  slaveQr 
in  it,  it  could  not  be  done  coosistentljr  wiA 
treaty,  without  granting  to  the  andem       - ' 
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areswnable   lime  to  remove  their  slaves.     But 
farther.    By  the  compromise  which  look  place  oa 
ihe  passage  of  the  act  for  the  admission  of  Missouri 
into  the  (Jaion,  in  the  year  1830,  it  was  agreed  and 
understood  that  the  Udc  of  36deg.  30  min.  of  nonh 
ktitade  should  mark  the  boundary  between  the  free 
States  and  the  slave  States  to  be  created  in  the  ter- 
ritories of  the  United  States  ceded  by  the  treaty  «f 
Loaisiana;  those  situated  south  of  it  being  slave 
Stales,  and  il^se  north  of  it  free  States.    But  Flo- 
rida is  south  of  that  lm«9  and,  consequently,  ac- 
cording to  the  spirit  of  the  understanding  which 
prevailed  at  the  period  alluded  to,  should  be  a  slave 
l^ie.    It  may  be  true  that  the  compromise  does 
not  IB  terms  embrace  Florida,  and  that  it  is  not 
absolately  bindiog  and  obligatory;  but  all  candid 
and  impartial  men  must  agree  that  it  ought  not  to 
be  disregarded  without  the  most  weighty  oonsidera- 
tioas,  and  that  nothing  could  bs  more  to  be  depre- 
cated than  to  open  anew  the   bleeding  wounds 
vbieh  were  happily  bound  up  and  healed  by  that 
compromise.    Florida  is  the  only  remaining  Ter- 
ritory to  be  admitted  into  the  Uuu»u  with  the  insti- 
totion  of  domestie  slavery,  while   Wibcuusinaod 
lown  are  now  nearly  ripe  for  admission  without  it. 
The  next  instance  in  which  the  exercise  of  the 
power  of  Congress  is  solicited  is  that  of  prohibiting 
what  is  denominated  by  the  petitioners  of  the  slave 
trade  between  the  States,  or,  as  it  is  described  in 
aboliiion  petitions,  the  traffic   m  human  beings  bis- 
tween  the  States.    This  exercise  of   the   power  t>f 
Congress  is  claimed  under  that  clause  of  the  Con- 
stitution which  invests  it  with  authority  to  regulate 
eommeree  with  foreign   natioiM,  and  among   the 
several  States,  and  with  the  Indian  tribes.    The 
power  to  regulate  commerce   among  the   several 
sutlea,  like  other  t>owers  in  the  Constitution,   has 
hitheno  remained  dormant  in  reapect  to  the  interior 
trade  by  land  between  the  States.    It  was  a  power 
gcaoied,  like  all  the  other  powers  of  the  Qeneimi 
Government,  to  secure  peace  and  harmony  among 
the  Sutes.    Hitherto  it  has  not  been  necessary  to 
exercise  it.    All  the  cases  in    which,   during   the 
progress  of  time,  it  may  become  expedient  to  exert 
the  general   authority   to   regulate  commerce  >e- 
tweea  the  States,  cannot  be  conceived.    We  may 
easily  imagine,  however,   contingencies  which,  if 
they  were  to  happen,  might  require  the  interposi- 
tion of  the  common  authority.    If,   for  example, 
the  Slate  of  Ohio,  were,  by  law,  to  prohibit  any 
vessel  entering  the  port  of  Cincinnati,  trom  the  port 
of  IiOuisviUe,  in  Kentucky,  if  that  case  be  not  al- 
ready provided  for  by  the  laws  which   regulate  our 
coasting  trade,  it  would  be  competent  to  the  Qene- 
raiGlovemment  toaooul  the  prohibition   emanat- 
ing from  Stale  anU^ority.    Or  if  the  State  of  Ken- 
tacky  were  to  prohibit  the  introduction,  within  lis 
liniiis,  of  any    articles  of  trade,  the  production  of 
the  industry  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  State  of  Ohio, 
the  General  Government  might,  by  its  authority, 
supersede  the  Stale  enactment.     But  1    deny  Ihat 
the  Qeneral  Government  haa  any  authority,  what- 
erer,  from  the  Coosti|ution,  to  abolish  what  is  call- 
ed the  slave  trade,  or,  in  other   words,  lo   prohibit 
the  removal  of  slaves  from   one  slave  Slate    to 
another  slave  State. 

Xhe  grant  in  the  Constitution  is  of  a  power  of 
rcguiaficn,  and  not  prohibition.  It  is  Conservative 
nut  destruciive.  Regulation  tx  oi  UrfiAiii  implies 
the  cootinued  existence  or  pro«ecution  uf  the  thing 
regulated.  Prohibition  implies  total  discontinu- 
ance or  annihilation.  The  regulation  inteaded  was 
designed  to  facilitate  and  accommodate,  not  to  ob- 
stroet  and  incommode  the  commerce  to  be  regulate 
ed.  Can  it  be  pretended  ibat,  under  this  power  to 
regtalaie  commerce  among  the  States,  Congress  has 
the  power  to  prohibit  the  transporiation  of  hve 
stoeli  which,  in  countless  numbers,  are  daily  pass- 
ing from  the  Western  and  inieriur  States  to  the 
Bontbera,  Southwestern,  and  Atlantic  Sutesl  The 
momrnttbe  incontestable  fact  is  admitted,  that  ne- 
gro sslaves  are  property,  the  law  of  moveable  pro- 
perty irresistibly  attaches  itself  to  ibem,  and  secures 
the  right  of  carrying  them  ff0m  one  to  another 
Skate,  where  they  are  t^^^g^sieA.  as  property, 
wittaottt  any  hindraooe  ^h^^eT  f^^^  Congress. 

Bat,  Mr.  Presideoi,  /  ^ui^^i  detain  the  Senate 
ongeron  the  subjectfof  ^^^^rV  ^^^^^  the  Dis- 
nct  and  in  nmU,  u4   ^^^^  jr^ght  oi  GoDgreas 


to  prohibit  the  removal  of  slaves  from  one  State  ^^ 
anf>ther.  These,  as  1  have  already  intimated,  with 
ultra  Abolitionists  are  but  so  many  masked  batte- 
ries, concealing  the  real  and  ultimate  point 
of  attack.  That  point  of  attack  is  the  in- 
stitution of  domestic  slavery  as  it  exists  in 
these  States.  It  is  to  liberate'  three  millions  of 
staves  held  in  bondage  within  them.  And  now 
allow  me,  sir,  to  glance  at  the  insurmountable  ob- 
stacles which  lie  in  the  way  of  the  accomplish- 
ment of  this  end,  and  at  some  of  the  consequences 
which  would  ensue  if  it  were  possible  to  attain  it. 

The  first  impediment  is  Ihe  utter  and  absolute 
want  of  all  power  on  the  part  of  the  General  Gh>- 
verment  to  elTect  the  purpose.  The  Constitution 
of  the  United  Stales  creates  a  limited  Gk>vemment, 
comprising  comparatively  few  powers,  and  leaving 
the  residuary  mass  of  political  power  in  the  pos- 
session of  the  several  States.  It  is  well  known 
that  the  subject  of  slavery  interposed  one  of  the 
greatest  difficulties  in  the  formation  of  the  Consti- 
tution. It  was  happily  compromised  and  adjusted 
in  a  spirit  of  harmony  and  patriotism.  According 
to  that  compromise,  no  power  whatever  was  grant- 
ed to  the  Qeneral  povemment  in  respect  to  domes- 
tic slavery,  but  ihat  which  relates  to  taxation  and 
representation,  and  the  power  to  restore  fugitive 
slaves  to  their  lawfbl  owners.  All  other  power  in 
rtgaril  to  the  institution  of  slavery  was  retained 
excluiivelf  by  the  States,  to  be  exercised  by  them 
severally,  according  to  their  respective  views  of 
their  own  peculiar  interest.  The  Constitution  of 
the  United  States  never  could  have  been  formed 
upon  the  principle  of  investmg  the  General  Go- 
vernment with  authority  to  abolish  the  institution 
at  its  pleasure.  It  never  can  be  continued  for  a 
single  day  if  the  exercise  of  such  a  power  be  as- 
sumed or  usurped. 

But  it  may  be  contended  by  these  uTtra  Aboli- 
tlonlbts  that  their  object  is  not  to  stimulate  the  ae- 
tien  of  the  General  Government,  but  to  operate 
upon  the  States  themselves  inr  which  the  institution 
of  domestic  slaverv  exists.  If  that  be  their  object, 
why  are  these  abolition  societies  and  movements  all 
confined  to  the  free  Statesi  Why  are  the  slave 
States  wantonly  and  cruelly  assailed)  Why  do 
the  abolition  presses  teem  with  publications  tending 
to  excite  hatred  and  animosity  on  the  part  of  the 
inhabitants  of  the  free  States  against  those  of  Ihe 
slave  Statesi  Why  is  Congress  petiiionedl  The 
free  States  have  no  more  power  or  ris^ht  to  inter- 
fere with  instimtions  in  the  slave  States,  confided 
10  the  exclusive  jurisdiction  of  those  States,  than 
they  would  have  to  interfere  with  instituiions  ex- 
isting in  any  foreign  country.  What  would  be 
thought  of  the  formation  of  societies  in  Great 
Britain,  the  issue  of  numerous  inflammatory  pub- 
lications, and  the  sending  out  of  lecturers  through- 
out the  kingdom,  denouncing  and  aiming  at  the 
desuruction  of  any  of  the  instimtions  of  Prancel 
Would  they  be  regared  as  proceedings  warranted 
by  good  ne^borhoodf  Or  what  would  be  thought 
of  the  formation  of  societies  in  the  s^ve  Slates, 
the  issue  of  violent  and  inflammatory  tracts,  and 
the  deputation  of  mi^onaries,  pohring  out  impas- 
sioned denunciations  against  institutions  under  the 
exdu^ve  control  of  the  free  States?  Is  their  pur- 
pose to  appeal  to  our  understandings,  and  lo  actu- 
ate our  humanitjl  And  do  they  expect  to  accom- 
plish that  purpose  by  holding  us  up  to  the  scorn, 
and  contempt,  and  detestation  of  the  people  of  the 
free  States  and  the  whole  civilized  worldl  The 
slavery  which  exists  amongst  us  is  our  affair,  not 
theirs;  and  they  have  no  more  Jist  concern  with 
it  than  they  have  with  slavery  as  it  exists  through- 
out the  woild.  Why  not  leave  it  to  us,  as  the  com- 
mon Constitution  of  our  country  has  left  it,  to  be 
dealt  with,  under  the  guidance  of  Providence,  as 
best  we  may  or  canl 

The  next  obstacle  in  the  way  of  abolition  arises 
out  of  the  fact  of  the  presence  in  the  slave  States  of 
three  millions  of  slaves.  They  are  there,  dis- 
peraed  throughout  the  land,  part  anil  parcel  of  our 
population.  They  were  brought  into  the  country 
originally  under  the  authority  of  the  parent  Govern- 
ment whilst  wjB  were  colonies,  and  their  importation 
was  continued  in  spile  of  all  the  remonsinaoes  of 
our  ancestora.  If  the  question  were  an  original 
question,  whether,  thera  being  no  slaves  wiahiit  the 


country,  we  should  introduce  them,  and  incorpo- 
rate them  into  our  society,  that  would  be  a  totally 
difiesent  question.  Few,  if  any,  of  the  citizens  of 
the  United  States  would  be  found  to  favor  their 
introduction.  No  man  in  it  would  oppose,  upon 
that  supposition,  their  admission  with  mare  deter- 
mined resolution  and  conscientious  repugnance 
than  I  should.  But  that  is  hot  the  question.  The 
slaves  are  here;  no  practical  scheme  for  their  remo- 
val or  separation  from  ns  has  been  yet  devised  or 
proposed;  and  the  true  inquiry  is,  what  is  best  to  be 
done  with  them.  In  human  affairs  we  are  often 
constrained,  by  the  force  of  circumstiinces  and  the 
actual  state  of  things,  to  do  what  we  would  not  do 
if  that  state  of  things  did  not  exist.  The  slaves  are 
here,  and  here  must  remain,  in  some  condition; 
and,  I  repeat,  how  are  they  to  be  best  governed? 
What  is  best  to  be  done  for  their  happiness  and 
our  own?  In  the  slave  States  the  altematiire  i-*, 
that  the  while  man  must  govern  the  black,  or  the 
black  govern  the  white.  In  several  of  thuse  8tat€.% 
the  number  of  the  slaves  is  greater  than  that  of  the 
while  population.  An  immediate  aboliiiun  of  sla- 
very in.  them,  as  these  ultra-aboliiionisu  propose, 
would  be  followed  by  a  desperate  struggle  for  im- 
mediate ascendancy  of  the  black  race  over  the 
white  race,  or  rather  it  would  be  followed  by  in- 
stantaneous collisions  between  the  two  races, 
which  would  break  out  into  a  civil  war  that  would 
end  in  the  extermination  or  subjugation  of  the  one 
race  or  the  other.  In  such  an  alternative,  who  can 
hesitate?  Is  it  not  better  for  both  parties  that  the 
existing  state  of  things  should  be  preserved,  instead 
of  exposing  them  to  the  horrible  strifes  and  contests 
which  woidd  inevitably  attend  an  immediate  abo- 
lition? This  is  our  true  ground  of  defence  for  the 
continued  existence  of  slavery  in  our  country.  It 
is  that  which  our  Revolutionar^r  ancestors  a«umed. 
It  is  that  which,  in  my  opinion,  forms  our  justifica- 
tion in  the  ey^  of  all  Christendom. 

A  third  impediment  to  immediate  abolition  is  to 
be  found  in  the  immense  amount  of  capital  which 
is  invested  in  slave  property.  The  total  number  of 
slaves  in  the  United  Slates,  according  to  the  last 
eaameration  of  the  population,  was  a  little  upwards 
of  two  millions.  Assuming  their  increase  at  a  ra- 
tio, which  it  probably  is,  of  five  per  cent,  per  an- 
num, their  present  number  would  be  three  mil- 
lions. The  average  value  of  slaves  at  this  time  is 
stated  by  persona  well  informed  to  be  as  high  aa 
five  hundred  dollars  each.  To  be  certainly  within 
the  mark,  let  ua  suppose  that  it  is  only  four  hun- 
dred dollars.  The  total  value,  then,  by  that  esti- 
mate, of  the  slave  property  in  ihe  United  States  is 
twelve  hundred  millions  of  dollars.  This  properly  • 
is  diff'osed  throughout  all  classes  and  conditions  of 
society.  It  ii  owned  by  widows  and  orphans,  by 
the  aged  and  infiiro,  as  well  as  the  sound  and  vi« 
gorous.  Ii  is  ihe  subject  of  mortgages,  deeds  of 
trust,  and  family  settlements.  It  has  been  made 
the  bavis  of  numerous  debts  contracted  upon 
its  faith,  and  is  the  sole  reliance,  in  many  in- 
stances, of  creditors  within  and  without  the  slave 
States,  for  the  payment  of  the  debts  due  to  them. 
And  now  it  is  rashly  proposed,  by  a  single  fiat  oi 
legislation,  to  annihilaie  this  immense  amount  of 
property!  To  annihilate  it  without  indemnity 
and  without  compensation  to  its  owners!  Does 
any  considerate  man  believe  it  to  be  possible  lo 
effect  such  an  object  withoui  convulsion,  revolu- 
tion, and  bloodshed? 

I  know  that  there  is  a  visionary  dogma  which 
holds  that  negro  slaves  cannot  be  the  subject  of 
property.  I  shall  not  dwell  long  with  this  specula- 
tive abstraction.  That  is  property  which  the  law 
declares  to  6e  property.  Two  hundred  years  of  le- 
gislation have  sanctioned  and  sanctified  negro 
slaves  as  property.  Under  all  the  forms  of  govern- 
ment which  have  existed  upon  this  continent  dur- 
ing that  long  space  of  time — under  the  British  Go- 
vernment— ^nnderthe  Colonial  Government— un- 
der all  the  State  Constitutions  and  Governments— 
and  under  the  Federal  Government  itself-— they 
have  been  deliberately  and  solemnly  recognised  as 
the  legitimate  subjects  of  property.  To  the  wild 
speculations  of  theorists  and  innovators  stands' op« 
posed  the /«C,  that  in- an  uninterrupted  period  of 
two  hundred  years  duration,  under  every  form  of 
humia  kgiBlation,  and  by  all  the  depaitmenta  of 
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baman  government,  African  negro  slaves  have 
been  held  and  respected,  hare  descended  and  been 
transferred,  as  lawful  and  indisputable  property. 
They  were  treated  as  property  in  the  very  British 
example  which  is  so  triumphantly  appealed  to  as 
worthy  of  oar  imitation.  Although  the  West  In- 
dia planters  had  no  voice  in  \ht  united  Pai  lia- 
ineiit  of  the  British  Isles,  an  irresistible  sense  of 
justice  extorted  from  that  Legislature  the  grant  of 
twenty  millions  of  pounds  sterling  to  compensate 
the  colonists  for  their  loss  of  property. 

If,  therefore,  these  ultra-abolitionists  are  seri- 
ously determined  to  pursue  their  scheme  of  imme- 
diate abolition,  ihey  should  at  once  set  about  rais- 
ing a  fund  of  twelve  hundred  millions  of  dollars, 
to  indemnify  the  owners  of  ^ave  property.  And 
the  taxes  to  raise  that  enormous  amount  can  only 
be  justly  assessed  upon  themselves  or  upon  the  free 
States,  if  Ihey  can  persuade  them  to  assent  to 
such  an  assessment;  for  it  would  be  a  mockery 
of  all  justice,  and  an  outrage  against  all  equity, 
to  levy  any  portion  of  the  tax  upon  the  slave 
States  to  pay  for  their  own  unquestioned  property. 

If  the  considerations  to  which  I  have  already  ad- 
verted are  not  sufficient  to  dissuade  the  Abolition- 
ists from  further  perseverance  in  their  designs,  the 
interest  of  the  very  cause  which  they  profess  to 
e&pouse  ought  to  check  their  career.  Instead  of 
advancing,  by  their  efforts,  that  cause,  ihey  have 
thrown  back  for  half  a  century  the  prospect  of  any 
species  of  emaucipation  of  the  African  race,  gra- 
dual or  immediate,  in  any  of  the  States.  They 
have  done  more:  they  have  increased  the  rigors  of 
legislation  against  slaves  in  most,  if  not  all,  of  the 
slave  States.  Forty  years  ago  the  question  was 
agitated  in  the  Slate  of  Kentucky  of  a  gradual 
emancipation  of  the  slaves  within  its  limits.  By 
gradual  emancipation,  I  mean  that  slow  but  safe 
and  cautions  liberatioiv  of  slaves  which  was  first 
adopted  in  Pennsylvania  at  the  instance  of  Dr. 
Franklin,  in  the  year  1780,  and,  according  to 
which,  the  generation  in  being  were  to  remain  in 
slavery,  but  all  their  ofiTspring  bora  after  a  specified 
day  were  to  be  free  at  the  age  of  twenty-eight,  and, 
in  the  mean  time,  were  to  receive  preparatory  in- 
struction to  qualify  them  for  the  enjoyment  of  free- 
dom. That  was  the  species  of  emancipation 
which,  at  the  epoch  to  which  I  allude,  was  discu^a- 
ed  in  Kentucky.  No  one  was  rash  enough  to 
propose  to  think  of  immediate  abolition.  No  one 
was  rash  enough  to  think  of  throwing  loose 
upon  the  community,  ignorant  and  unprepar- 
ed, the  untutored  slaves  of  the  State.  Many 
thought,  and  I  amongst  them,  that  as  each 
of  the  stave  States  had  a  right  exclusively  to 
judge  for  itself  in  respect  to  the  institution  of 
domestic  slavery,  the  proportion  of  slaves  com- 
pared with  the'  white  population  in  •  ihat  State, 
at  that  time,  was  so  inconsiderable  that  a  sys- 
tem of  gradual  emancipation  might  have  been  safe- 
ly adopted  without  any  hazard  to  the  security  and 
interests  of  the  Commonwealth.  And  I  still  think 
that  the  question  of  such  emancipation  in  the  farm 
ing  States  is  one  whove  solution  depends  upon  the 
relative  numbers  of  the  two  races  in  any  given 
Slate.  If  I  had  been  a  citizen  of  the  State  of  Penn- 
sylvania when  Franklin's  plan  was  adopted,  I 
should  have  voted  for  it,  because  by  no  possibility 
could  the  black  race  ever  acquire  the  ascendancy 
in  that  State.  But  If  I  had  been  then,  or  were 
now,  a  citizen  of  any  of  the  planting  States — the 
Southern  or  South W(*stern  States — I  should  have 
opposed,  and  would  continue  to  oppose,  any 
scheme  whatever  of  emancipation,  gradual  or  im- 
mediate, because  of  the  daqger  of  an  ultimate  as- 
cendancy of  the  black  race,  or  of  a  civil  contest 
which  might  terminate  in  the  extinction .  of  one 
race  or  the  other. 

The  proposition  in  Kentucky  for  a  gradual 
emancipation  did  not  prevail,  but  it  was  sustained 
by  a  large  and  respecUible  minority.  That  mino- 
rity had  increaspd,  and  was  increasing,  until  the 
Abolitionists  commenced  their  operations.  The 
effect  has  been  to  dissipate  all  prospects  whatever, 
for  the  present,  of  any  scheme  of  gradual  or  other 
emancipation.  The  people  of  that  State  have  b^ 
come  shocked  and  alarmed  by  these  Abolitkm 
movements,  and  the  number  who  would  pow  favor 
a  system  even  of  gradual  emancipation  ia  probably 


less  than  it  was  in  the  years  1798-'9.  At  the  ses- 
sion of  the  Legislature,  held  in  I837-*8,  the  ques- 
tion of  calling  a  convention  was  submitted  to  the 
consideration  of  the  people  by  a  law  passed  in  con- 
formity with  the  constitution  of  the  State.  Many 
motives  existed  for  the  passage  of  the  law,  and 
among  them  that  of  emancipation  had  its  influence. 
When  the  question  was  passed  upon  by  the  people 
at  their  last  annual  election,  only  about  one-fourth, 
of  the  whole  voters  of  the  State  supported  a  call  of 
a  cdnvention.  I^he  apprehension  of  the  danger  of 
abolition  was  the  leading  consideration  amongst 
the  people  for  opposing  the  call.  But  for  that,  but 
for  the  agitation  of  the  question  of  abolition  in 
States  whose  population  had  no  right,  in  the  opi- 
nion of  the  people  of  Kentucky,  to  interfere  in  the 
matter,  the  vote  for  a  coavention  would  have  been 
much  larger,  if  it  had  not  been  carried^  1  felt  my- 
self constrained  to  take  immediate,  bold,  aiid  de- 
cided ground  against  it. 

Prior  to  the  agitation  of  this  subject  of  abelition, 
there  was  a  progressive  melioration  in  the  condi- 
tion of  slaves  throughout  all  the  slave  States.  In 
some  of  them,  schools  of  instruction  were  opened 
by  humane  and  religious  persons.  -These  are  all 
now  checked;,  and  a  spirit  of  insubordination  hav- 
ing shown  iiiself  in  some  localities,  traceable,  it  is' 
believed,  to  abolition  movements  and  exertions, 
the  legislative  authority  has  found  it  expedient  to 
infuse  fresh  vigor  into  the  police  and  laws  which 
regulate  the  conduct  of  the  slaves. 

And  now,  Mr.  President,  if  it  were  possible  to 
overcome  the  insurmouoiable  obstacles  which  lie 
in  the  way  of  immediate  abolition,  let  us  briefly 
contemplate  sohie  of  the  consequences  which  would 
inevitably  ensue.  One  of  these  has  been  occasion- 
ally alluded  to  in  the  progress  of  these  remarks.  It 
is  the  struggle  which  would  instantaneously  arise 
between  the  two  races  in  most  of  the  Southern  and 
Southwesiem  States.  And  what  a  dreadfhl  strug- 
gle would  it  not  be !  Embittered  by  all  the  recol- 
lections of  the  past,  by  the  unconquerable  prexu- 
dices  which  wouU  prevail  between  the  two  races, 
and  stimulated  by  all  the  hopes  and  fears  of  the  fu- 
ture, it  would  be  a  contest  in  which  the  extermina- 
tion of  the  blacks,  or  their  ascendancy  over  the 
whites,  would  be  the  sole  alternative.  Prior  to  the 
conclnsioB,  or  during  the  progress  of  such  a  con- 
test, vast  numbers,  probably,  of  the  black  race 
would  migrate  into  the  free  States;  and  what  eflTect 
would  such  a  migration  have  u;:on'  the  laboring 
classes  in  those  States ! 

Now  the  distribution  of  laboir  in  the  United 
States  is  geographical;  the  free  laborers  occupying 
one  side  of  the  line,  and  the  slave  laborers  the 
other;  each  class  pursuing  its  own,  avocations  al- 
most altogether  unmixed  with  the  other.  But,  on 
the  supposition  of  immediate  Abolition,  ,the  black 
class,  migrating  into  the  free  States,  would  enter 
into  competition  with  the  white  class,  diminishing 
the  wages  of  their  labor,  and  augmenting  tha  hard- 
ships of  their  condition. 

This  is  not  all.  The  Aboliiiontsts  strenuously 
oppose  all  separation  of  the  two  races.  I  confess 
to  you,  sir,  that  I  have  seen  with  regret,  grief,  and 
astonishment,  their  resolute  opposition  to  the  pro- 
ject of  colonization.  No  scheme  was  ever  present- 
ed to  the  acceptance  of  man,  which,  whether  it  be 
entirely  practicable  or  not,  is  characterized  by  more 
unmixed  humanity  and  benevolence  than  that  of 
transporting,  with  their  own  consent,  the  free  peo- 
ple of  color  in  the  United  States  to  the  land  of  their 
ancestors.  It  has  the  powerful  recommendatwn 
that  whatever  it  does  is  good;  and  if  it  eflfects  no- 
thing, it  inflicts  no  one  evit  or  mischief  upon  any 
portion  of  our  society.  There  is  no  necessary  hos- 
tility between  the  objects  of  colonization  and  abo- 
lition. Colonization  deals  only  with  the  free  man 
of  color,  and  that  with  his  own  free  voluntary  con- 
sent. It  has  nothing  to  do  with  slavery.  It  dis- 
turbs no  man^s  property,  seeks  to  impair  no  power 
io  the  slave  States,  nor  to  attribute  any  to  the  Ge- 
neral Government.  All  its  action  and  alfits  ways 
and  means  ar«  voluntary,  depending  upon  the  bles- 
sing of  Providence,  which  hitherto  has  graciously 
smiled  upon  it.  And  yet,  beneficent  and  harmless 
as  coloftization  is,  no  portion  of  the  people  of  the 
United  Sottas  deoaandes  it  with  so  mnah  perwver- 


ing  zeal  and  such  unmixed  bitternesa  as  do  the 
Abolitionists. 

They  put  themselves  in  direct  opposition  to  any 
separation  whatever  between  the  two  races.  They 
would  keep  tliem  forever  pant  up  together  within 
the  same  limits,  perpe'uating  their  animoaitiea,  and 
constantly  endangering  the  peace  of  the  ooninnai- 
ty.  They  proclaim,  indeed,  that  cok>r  if  nothing; 
that  the  organic  and  characteristic  differenees  b^ 
tween  the  two  races  ought  to  be  entirely  overlooked 
and  disregarded.  And,  elevating  theinselvaB  lo  a 
sublime  but  impracticable  philoeophy,  they  woald 
teach  us  tp  eradicaie  all  the  repngpanea  of  owna* 
ture,  and  to  take  to  oar  bosoms  and  oar  baoidi 
the  black  man  as  we  do  the  wfaite,'on  tha  saair  Ihol- 
ing  of  equal  social  condition.  Do  they  not  pe^ 
ceive  that  ia  thus  confounding  all  the  diatinetions 
which  God  himself  has  made,  they  amufit  tha 
wisdom  and  goodness  of  Providence  itself  1  It  has 
been  His  divine  pleasure  to  make  the  blafck  man 
black  and  the  while  man  white,  and  to  distiognish 
them  by  other  rfepnlsive  ooostitutionai  diffaRoeea 
It  is  not  necessary  for  nia  to  maintain,  nor  AaU  I 
eadeavor  to  prove,  that  it  was  any  port  of  His  di- 
vine intention  that  tha  one  raoe  should  be  faeM  in 
perpetnal  bandage  by  the  other;  bat  this  I  wiU  say, 
that  those  whom  he  has  created  different,  and  has 
declared,  by  their  phjrsical  structure  and  ealor, 
ought  to  be  kept  asunder,  shoold  not  be  bioaghi  la- 
gether  by  any  process  whatever  of  nnnataral  amal- 
gamation. 

But  if  the  dangers  of  the  civil  oonleat  which  I 
have  supposed  could  be  avoided,  aeparmiioa  or 
amalgamation  is  the  only  peaceful  alternative,  if  it 
were  possible  to  effisctuate  the  project  of  nboliiiiia. 
The  Atwliiionists  oppose  all  cotonizatioii,  and  it  ir« 
resistibly  follows,  whatever  they  oaay  ]»roleat  or  de- 
clare, that  they  are  in  favor  of  amalgamatkia.  And 
who  are  to  bring  al>out  this  amalgamation  %  I  have 
heard  of  none  of  these  ultra  AbolitionisttfKnii  hing 
in  their  own  familieror  persona  examples  of  wskT' 
marriage.  Who  is  to  begin  it?  Ia  it  tlieir par- 
pose  not  only  to  create  a  pinching  competitkMi  be- 
tween black  labor  and  white  labor,  but  do  thay  ia-> 
tend  also  to  contaminate  the  indnstriooa  and  labo^ 
nous  classes  oteciety  at  the  North,  by  a  tevekiag 
admixture  of  the  black  element  ? 

It  is  frequently  asked,  what  is  to  become  of  iha 
African  race  among  us  1  Are  they  forevar  to  r^ 
main  bondage?  That  question  was  aakcdmoiu 
ihaii  half  a  century  ago.  It  has  been  aaavered  by 
fiAy  years  of  prosperity  but  little  checkered  ttem 
this  cause.  I  will  be  repeated  fifij  or  m  hondrad 
years  hence.  The  true  answer  is,  that  the  same 
Providence  who  has  hitherto  guided  and  govenad 
us,  and  averted  all  serious  evils  frooa  the  existing 
relation  between  the  two  races,  will  goide  and  go* 
vera  our  posterity.  Sufficient  to  the  day  ia  the  evil 
thereof.  We  have  hitherto,  with  that  Uessiag,  t»> 
ken  care  of  ourselves.  Posterity  will  find  the 
means  of  its  own  preservation  and  ptoaperity.  It 
is  only  in  the  most  diireful  event  which  eaa  hefid 
this  people  that  this  great  interest,  and  ail  other  of 
our  greatest  interests,  would  be  put  ia  jeopardy* 
Although  in  particular  districts  the  black  popai^ 
tion  is  gaining  upon  the  white,  it  only  eonstitaio 
one -fifth  of  the  whole  population  of  the  Uaiied 
States.  Ka^,  taking  the  aggregates  of  the  two 
races,  the  European  is  constantly,  thoogh  skiwly, 
gaining  upon  the  African  portion.  This  fact  b  da- 
monstraied  by  the  periodical  returns  of  oar  papa 
lation.  Let  as  cease,  thea,  to  iiululge  ingkxuDylere- 
bodings  about  the  impenetrable  future.  Bat,  if  wa 
may  attempt  to  liA  the  veil,  and  contem|»late  what 
lies  beyond  it,  I,  too,  have  ventured  on  a  apeoala- 
tive  theory,  with  which  I  will  not  now  trotdile  yaa, 
but  which  has  been  published  to  the  world.  Aa> 
cording  to  tha%  in  the  progress  of  time,  aoiBraae 
hundred  and 'fifty  or  two  hundred  yeais  hteaMa,hal 
few  vestiges  of  the  black  race  will  remain  aaoag 
our  posterity. 

Mr.  President,  at  the  period  of  the  forvintkm  af 
our  Constitution,  and  afterwards,  our  patrioiiB  an* 
cestors  appiehended  danger  to  the  Union  from  two 
causes.  One  was  the  Alleghany  moontaias,  diii- 
ding  ihe  waters  which  flow  into  the  Atlamie  ocean 
from  those  which  found  their  outlet  in  the  Gaif  af 
Mexico.  They  seemed  to  present  a  natnialaepa. 
ration.    That  danger  has  vaakhed  before  the  «a 
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1«  achioTcmeiUs  ot*  the  spirit  .0/  internal  iroprove- 
:»eiu,  and  the  immortal  genias  of  Fulton;  And 
o<«r  nowhere  \s  found  a  more  loyal  attachment  to 
aie  Union  than  among  those  very  wes'tero  people, 
rln«,  it  was  apprehended,  would  be  the  first  to 
•lurat  its  ties. 

TRie  other  caose,'  domestic  slavery,  happily  the 
ole  requataipg  cause  which  is  likely  to  disturb  our 
.mrmony,  continnes  to  exist.  It  was  -this  which 
reated  the  greatest  obstacle  and  the  most  aaxious 
Qlaeitude  in  the  deliberations  of  the  Convention 
tftflU  adopted  the  general  Consiituiion;  and  it  is  this 
afaject  that  has  ever  been  regarded  with  the  deep- 
flC  anxiety  by  all  who  are  sincerely  desirous  of  the 
ternaneney  of  oar  Union.  The  Father  of  his 
Gantry,  in  his  last  affecting  and  solemn  appeal  to 
lis  feliow-citixens,  deprecated  as  a  moat  oJamitoua 
iF«iit,  the  geographical  divisions  which  it  might 
irodnee.  The  Cosvention  wisely  kft  to  the  seve* 
al  Stales  the  power  over  the  iLstitntion  of  slavery, 
VB  a  power  not  necessary  to  the  plan  of  nnion  whieh 
t  devised,  and  as  one  with  which  the  Qeneral  Go- 
renunent  ooul4  not  be  invested  iritlyci  planting 
lie  seeds  of  certain  destrnction.  There  kt  it  remain 
imdUBinrbed  by  any  nnhallowf  d  band. 

0ir,  I  am  not  in  the  habit  of  speaking?  lightly  of 
be  pOesibiiity  of  dissolving  this  happy  Union.  The 
Senate  knows  that  I  have  deprecated  allosbns  on 
»niiaary  occasions  to  thai  jdireful  event  The 
mantry  will  testify  that  if  there  be  any  thiuip  in  the 
listoiy  of  my^mblie  career  worthy  of  reoollectioB» 
I  is  the  troth  an4  sincerity  of  my  ardent  devotion 

0  its  ksting  pRservalion.  But  we  should  be  false 
a  oar  allegianot  to  it,  if  we  difi  not  discriminate 
»etwicen  the  imaginary  and  real  dangers  by  which 
t  Bsay  be  assailed.  Abolition  should  no  longer  be 
egarded  as  an  imaginary  danger.  The  Abolition-* 
Bta^  let  mo  suppose;  succeed  in  their  present  aim  of 
laiciog  the  inhabitants  of  the  free  States  as  one 
naa  against  the  inhabitants  of  the  slave  States. 
Joioa  on  the  one  side  will  l>eget  anion  on  the 
ither;  and  this  process  of  reciprocal  consolidation 
viU  be  attended  with  all  the  violent  prejudices, 
embittered  passions,  and  implacable  animosities 
vhich  ever  degraded  or  deformed  boman  nature. 

1  Tinnal  dissolution  of  the  Union  will  have  taken 
ilaoe,  whilst  (he  forms  of  its  existence  remain. 
rbe  most  valnable  elements  of  union,  motnal 
liadaess,  the  feelings  of  sympathy,  the  fhttemal 
loads,  which  now  happily  unite  as,  will  have  been 
ixttQKaished  forever.  One  section  will  stand  in 
aenacing  and  hostile  array  against  the  other.  The 
soUision  of  opinion  will  be  quickly  followed  byihe 
ilash  of  arms.  I  will  not  auempt  to  describe 
cenes  which  now  happily  lie  concealed  from  our 
fiew.  Abolitionists  themselves  would  shrink  back 
Q  iiikmay  and  horror  at  the  contemplation  of  deso- 
ated  fields,  cooflagrated  ciiies,  murdered  inhabit 
ants,  and  the  overthrow  of  ihe  fairest  fabric  of 
loman  government  that  ever  rose  to  animate  the 
lopes  pf  civilized  man.  Not  should  these  Aboli-' 
toaisls  flatter  themselves  that,  if  they  can  succeed 
a  tbeir  object  of  uniting  the  people  of  the  free 
Stales,  they  wilt  enter  the  contest  with  a  numerical 
wfieriority  that  most  ensoie  victory.  All  history 
lod  experience  proves  the  hazard  and  unceruinty 
>f  war.  And  we  are  admonished  by  holy  wirit  that 
the  *<race  is  not  to  the  swift,  nor  the  battle  to  the 
stroag."  But  if  they  were  to  conqner,  whom 
wonld  they  conqaer?  A  foreign  foo-.one  who  had 
inaolted  our  flag,  invaded  our  shores,  and 
laid  our  country  waste?  No,  sir,  no,  sir. 
It  woald  be  a  conquest  without  laurels,  with- 
out glory — a  self,  a  suicidal  conquest— a  con- 
liaesil  of  brothers  over  brothers,  achieved,  by 
me  oTcr  another  portion  of  the  descendants  of 
eoBUBoa  ancestors^  who,  nobly  pledging  their  lives, 
thoir  fortunes,  and  their  sacred  'honor,,  had  fought 
and  bled,  side  by  >ide,  in  many  a  bard  battle  on 
laad  and  ocean,  i«vereil  pur  couniry  from  the 
British  Crown,  and  esiablUhed  our  national  in- 
dependence. 

The  mhabitants  of  the  slave  States  are  some- 
times accused  by  their  Northern  brethren  with  dis* 
playing  too  much  rashness  and  sensibility  to  the 
operations  and  proceedings  of  Abolitionists.  But, 
before  they  can  be  rigbtiy  j^^ed,  there  should  be 
t  reversal  of  conditidos.  l^,  0,e  suppose  that  the 
yiopleof  the  slave  Asms  ^^10  mA  co«isliiSi 


subsidize  presses,  make  large  pecuniary  contribi}- 
ticos,  send  forth  numerous  missionaries  throughout 
jail  their  own  borders,  and  eater  into  machinations 
to  bum  the  beantifnl  capitals,  destroy  the  produc- 
tive manufactories,  and  sink  in  the  ocean  the  gal- 
lant ships  of  the  Northern  States.  Wonld  these 
incendiary  proceedings  be  regarded  as  neighborly 
and  friendly,  and  consistent  with  the  fraternal  sen- 
timents which  should  ever  be  sherished  by  one 
portion  of  the  Union  towards  another?  Would 
^ey  excite  no  emotioni  occasion  no  manifesta- 
tions of  dissatisfaction,  nor  lead  to  any  acts'of  re- 
taliatory violence?  But  the  supposed  case  falls  far 
short  of  the  actual  one  in  a  most  essential  circum- 
stance. In  no  contingency  could  these  capitals, 
knanufactories,  and  ships,  rise  in  rebellion  and  mas- 
sacre inhabitants  of  the  Northern  States. 

I  am,  Mr.  President,  no  friend  of  slavery.  The 
Searcher  of  ail  Hearts  knows  that  every  pulsation 
of  mine  beats  high  and  strong  in  the  cause  of  civil 
liberty.  Wherever  Jt  is  safe  and  practicable,  I  de- 
sire to  see  ev^ry  portion  of  the  human  family  in 
the  enjoyment  of  it.  Bnt  I  prefer  the  liberty  cf  my 
own  country  to  that  of  any  other  people,  and  the 
liberty  of  my  own  race  to  that  of  any  other  race. 
The' liberty  oi  the  descendants  of  Africa  in  the 
United  States  is  insompatible  with  the  safety  and 
iiberty  of  the  European  desoendants.  There  slavery 
forms  an  ezoeption-^an  exception  resulting  from  a, 
stern  and  inexorable  necessity^to  the  general  li- 
berty in  the  United  States.  We  did  not  originate, 
nor  are  we  responsible  for,  this  necessity.  Their 
liberty,  if  it  were  possible,  conkl  only  be  established 
by  violating  the  ineontestible  powers  of  the  States, 
Slid  subverting  the  Union;  and  beneath  the  ruins  of 
the  Union  would  ,be  buried,  sooner  or  later,  the 
liberty  of  both  races. 

But  if  one  dark  spot  exists  on  our  political  hori- 
son,  is  it  not  obscared  by  the  bright  and  effulgent 
and  cheering  light  that  beams  all  around  as?  Was 
ever  a  people  before  so  blessed  as  we  are,  if  true  to 
ourselveid  Did  ever  any  other  nation  contain 
within  la  bosom  so  many  elements  of  prosperity, 
of  greatness,  and  of  gleryl  Our  only  real  danger 
lies  ahead,  ceatpicaous,  elevated,  and  visible.  It 
was  clearly  discerned  at  the  oommeacement,  and 
distinctly  seen  throughout  our  whole  career.  Shall 
we  wantonly  ran  upon  it,  and  destroy  all  the  glo- 
rious anticipations  of  the  high  destiny  that  awaits 
as?  I  beseech  the  Abolitioaists  themselves  solemnly 
to  pause  in  their  mad  and  fatal  coarse.  Amidst  the 
infinite  variety  of  objects  of  hamanity  and  benevo- 
lence which  invite  the  employment  of  their  ener- 
gies^ let  them  select  some  one  more  harmless,  that 
does  not  threaten  to  deluge  our  country  in  blood.  I 
call  upon  that  small  portion  of  the  clergy  which  has 
lent  itself  to  these'  wild  and  ruinous  scheme?,  not  to 
forget  ihe  holy  nature  of  the  divine  mission  of  the 
founder  of  our  religion,  and  to  profit  by  his  peaoe- 
fal  examples.  I  entreat  that  portion  of  my  eoun- 
try  women  who  have  given  their  countenance  to 
Abolition,  to  remember  that  they  are  ever  modt 
loved  and  honored  when  moving  in  their  own  ap- 
propriate and  delightful  sphere,  and  to  reflect  that 
the  ink  which  they  shed  in  subscribing  with  their 
fair  hands  Abolition  petitions,  may  prove  but  the 
prelude  to  the  sheddini;  of  the  blood  of  their  bre- 
thren. I  adjure  aU  the  inhabitants  of  the  /¥ee  States 
to  rebake  and  discountenance,  by  their  opinion  and 
their  example,  measures  which  mn!«t  inevitably  lead 
to  the  most  calamitons  conseqnences  And  let  us 
^11,  as  countrymen,  as  friends,  and  as  brothers,  che- 
rish in  unfading  memory  the  motto  which  bore  our  . 
ancestors  triumphantly  through  all  the  trials  of  the 
Revolution,  as,  if  adhered  to,  it  will  conduct  their 
posterity  through  all  that  may,  in  the  dispensations 
of  Providence,  be  reserved  forahem. 

.SPEECH  OF  MR.  BELL, 
Of  Tennessee, 

hi  tibe  HimM  of  iZcpresenlsttvM ,  Wtdnttdaif,  DseMt- 

her  2«,  183d-^n  the  Message  of  the  President 

of  the  United  States : 

The  House  being  in  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  state  of  the  Union  for  the  purpose  of  consider- 
ing and  referring  the  President's  Message — 

Mr.  BELL  said  that  the  Message  of  the-Preai- 
dentof  the  United  States  m«ctal«aya  be  aaiia- 


portant  document— one  which  would  be  looked  to 
with  interest,  not  only  at  home,  ^t  abroad — a  pa- 
per which  would  be  examined  and  carefully  weigh- 
led,  not  only  with  reference  to  the  casual  and  ex- 
traordinary topics  which  might  engage  the  public 
mind  for  the  moment,  but  in  reference  to  subjects 
less  fleeting  and  temporary— to  the  doctrines,  the 
principles,  and  the  practices  which  appeared  to  be 
pountenanced  and  propagated-— doctrines  and  prac- 
tices which  were  calculated  to  endure ;  which  were 
fundamental ;  which  related  to  the  organic  con- 
struction of  our  system ;  and  he  had  risen  to  make 
some  observations  more  in  reference  to  these  gen- 
eral and  prominent  topics  touched  upon  in  the 
Message,  than  to  the  excitiog  and  absorbing  sub. 
Treasury  scheme,  or  the  mode  of  collecting,  safe- 
keeping, and  disbursing  the  public  revenue ;  and, 
taking  the  views  he  did,  lie  should  proceed  at  once 
to  notice  some  passages  in  the  Message  which,  in 
his  opinion,  called  for  public  scrutiny  and  animad- 
version. 

In  treating  of  our  system  of  Government,  and 
more  particalarly  of  the  F\Bderal  Constitution,  the 
President  informs  us  that-* 

*'  It  has  proved  amply  sufficient  for  the  various 
emergencies  incident  to  onr  condition  as  a  nation. 
A  formidable  foreign  wari  agitated  eotliaions  be- 
tween domestic,  and,  in  seme  respects,  rival  sover- 
eignties; temptations  to  interfere  in  the  intestine 
commotions  of  neighboring  countries ;  the  danger- 
ous influences  that  arise  in  periods  of  excessive 
prosperity;  mid  the  onti-rejnAUemi  tendenciet  of  a$' 
ooHaUdwtaUk ;  these,  with  other  trials  not  less  foN 
midable,  have  all  been  encountered,  and  thus  far 
successfully  resisted.'* 

Among  the  mostpromineot  danger^  to  which  onr 
form  of  government  is  exposed,  the  President  here 
enumerates  "  tlu  mUi-reptiklic^n  lenieacics  qf  sMoei- 
a<etf  loeoltik."  I  sojipose  (said  Mr.  B)  it  will  be 
said  that  he  refers  to  the  association  of  capital  ae- 
cumalated  in  the  State  banks ;  bat,  in  the  opinion 
of  the  community  generally,  this  language  will 
warrant  a  more  extensive  application — an  applica- 
tion far  more  operative,  and  demanding  more  seri- 
ous reflection.  But,  before  we  inquire  into  the 
true  import  and  probable  drift  of  this  address  to  the 
American  People  on  Ihe  subject  of  the  **  anti-ie- 
publioan  tendencies  of  associated  wealth,"  one  re- 
mark occurs  to  me  as  proper  to  be  made  on  what 
appears  to  be  an  oistmon  in  this  part  of  the  Mes- 
sage. I  observe  that  no  notice  is  taken  of  the  dan- 
ger to  be  apprehended  from  the  conoeotration  of 
power  in  the  hands  of  one  man,  or  of  a  few. 
Whatever  may  be  said  of  the  selfish,  exclusive, 
grasping,  monopolizing,  and  anti-republican  ten- 
dencies of  mere  wtaUk,  I  will  not  deny ;  yet,  I  will 
say  thai  all  these  bad  qnalitiesand  tendencies  ssayi 
with  as  much  truth,  and  far  more  reason,  be  afiirm- 
ed  of  political  power ;  and  it  must  strike  the  mind 
of  every  watchful  observer  that,  in  the  enumera- 
tion of  the  many  dangers  to  which  onr  country  and 
its  peculiar  institutions  are  exposed — an  enumera- 
tion made  in  order  to  pot  the  people  on  their  guard 
— the  President  has  omitted  to  mention  the  most 
formidable  of  all — one  which  is  known  to  have  ex- 
isied  in  the  experience  and  progress  of  every  free 
Government,  and  in  the  progress  of  every  civilized 
society  from  the  beginning  of  time.  1  mean  con- 
centrated power— cssociaied  ofiicial  power.  I  mean 
(to  speak  practically}  the  C(»ncentrat|on  of  power 
in  the  Exeouiive  branch  of  the  Government  of  the 
United  States.  It  is  worthy  of  serious  notice  that 
in  a  paper  emanating,  as  this  does,  from  the  Presi- 
dent himself,  and  which  professes  to  set  forth  to  a 
free  people  the  most  prominent  dangers  which 
threaten  their  liberue^,  and  to  awaken  their  vigi- 
lance agairs  tho^e  evil  tendencies  which  lurk  in 
the  system,  the  one  which  has  always  proved  the 
most  fatal— the  tendency  of  power  to  accumulate 
in  the  hands  of  one  man,  and  the  grasping  and 
monopolizing  tendency  of  that  power — ^ia  alto- 

S ether  omittdl.  Why  is  this?  Why  not  admonish 
ie  people,  when  speaking  of  the  tendencies  of 
wealth  in  banka  or  elsewhere,  that  there  was  an- 
other most  formidable  danger  in  this  and  in  every 
other  free  Government,,  whicli  united. all  the  evils 
of  mere  wealth  with  the  moie  ftarfhl  pasaion  of 
anhiUoa  7  I  afioa,  then,  air,  that  tbit  ennmeration 
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of  the  perils  to  which  our  free  institQtions  are  ex- 
posed is  not  perfect. 

If,  said  Mr.  B.,  this  waroins  given  lo  the  people 
in  relation  to  the  "  ami-republican  tendency  of  as- 
sociated wealth"  is  only  intended  to  be  a  continua- 
tion of  the  attacks  heretofore  made  with  so  much 
acrimony  npon  the  banking  institn  lions  of  the 
country,  I  will  not  undertake  to  answer  it  in  my 
own  language,  or  by  any  arguments  of  my  own, 
for  I  have  never  felt  disposed  to  become  the  cham- 
pion of  those  institutions;  but  id  the  language  and 
by  the  aii^u  meats  of  a  man  of  far  more  weight 
and  influence,  both  from  the  station  which  be  fills, 
and  the  large  share  of  respect  acd  influence  he  has 
always  enjoyed  with  the  party  in  power— -a  man 
whose  late  political  career  was  dinctly  connected 
with  the  most  extraordinary  incidents  of  the  late 
Admin istration-^a  man  who  owes  bis  present  ele- 
vation  to  the  hearty  approval  with  which  his  party 
sustained  him  in  the  most  questionable  act  of  that 
Administration — a  man  whose  opinions  upon  the 
question  now  under  review  were  then  received  as 
'  orthodox  and  incontrovertible.  1  allude  to  the 
Chief  Justice  of  the  United  States,  (Mr.  Taney.) 

[Mr.  B.  read  from  a  letter  of  Mr.  Taney,  while 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  to  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means,  of  the  13th  of  April,  1834,  a 
few  paragraphs  strongly  commendatory  of  ihe  State 
banks,  and  asserting  m  very  broad  terms  the  indis- 
pensable agency  in  a  country  like  ours  of  banks 
and  a  paper  circulation  founded  on  credit.] 

Buty  Mr.  Chairman,  if  I  correctly  understand  the 
import  of  the  passage  now  under  consideration,  it 
manifests  a  laxity  of  principle,  a  recklessness  of 
consequences ;  such  a  spirit  of  desperation  in  the 
choice  of  means  to  sustain  power  as  ought  to  re- 
ceive the  severest  reprehension  from  every  weU- 
wisher  to  our  free  institutions.  This  covert  denun- 
ciatioii  of  wealth  and  of  the  rich  is,  wahont  doubt, 
intended  to  be  understood  by  those  whom  it  pleases 
as  a  proof  that  the  author  of  it  is  a  friend  and 
champion  of  the  poor  as  distinguished  from  the 
ricti.  Viewing  it  in  this  light,  it  is  a  sort  of  argu- 
ment— an  electioneering  canr,  which,  however 
shameful  and  indefensible,  may  be  allowed  in  the 
public  speeches  of  ordinary  caodidaus  for  a  seat 
in  the  Legislature,  or  for  some  office  or  station  in  a 
State,  or  even  for  a  seat  in  this  Hall  of  the  Repre- 
sentatives of  the  nation ;  but  in  a  Chief  Magistrate 
it  is  wholly  unworthy  and  detestable. 

The  next  passage  I  shall  notice  in  this  extraordi- 
nary paper  is  in  these  words : 

<*  Each  successive  change  made  in  our  loeal  in- 
stituHons  has  contributed  to  extend  the  right  of  suf- 
frage, hta  tttcreated  ffte  iCireef  injlvLtntt  of  the  mats  of 
the  eomrnvnity,  give  greater  fieedom  to  individual 
exertion,  and  redrieUd  more  and  more  ihe  fowere  qf 
Gfowmmml." 

In  the  remarks  I  propose  to  maVe  on  the  sen- 
timent here  expressed,  I  would  not  be  understood 
as  finding  fault  with  the  extension  of  the  ri?ht  of 
snfi'rage.  In  the  State  of  Tennessee,  and  the  South- 
west generally,  the  right  of  suff^rage  has  long  ex- 
isted in  the  fullest  extent;  nor  am  1  disposed  to  say 
aught  against  the  policy  of  other  States  m  this  re- 
spect ;  btit  I  have  a  word  or  two  to  say  in  reference 
to  the  conclusion  uhich  the  President  has  drawn 
from  this  and  other  changes  in  our  local  institutions. 
He  undertakes  to  Announce  to  the  world  that  the 
eflect  of  these  changes  has  been  to  ^*  increase  the 
direct  influence  of  (he  mass  of  the  community,  and 
to  restrict  more  and  more  the  powers  rf  Govern- 
ment." Now,  sir,  however  true  this  may  be,  when 
affirmed  of  the  influence  of  the  mass  of  the  com- 
munity, in  the  several  States  alluded  to,  and  npon 
the  measures  and  policy  and  the  restrictions  which 
may  have  followed  upon  the  powers  of  the  State 
Governments,  if  it  is  intended  by  inlerence  to  affirm 
that  the  direct  influence  of  the  mass  of  the  com- 
munity upon  the  measures  and  policy  of  the  National 
Gk)vernraent  has  been  increased,  or  that  the  powers 
of  the  General  Government  have  been  restricted  by 
any  changes  which  have  been  made  in  any  quarter, 
I  deny  that  such  is  the  fact.  1  make  the  ii^sue  di- 
rect. I  affirm  that  whatever  improvements  may 
have  followed  from  the  changes  of  any  kind  in  the 
constitutions  of  the  States — whatever  restrictions 
'may  have  followed  upon  the  powers  of  the  State 
Qovemroent^  no  such  beneficial  consequenceahave 


been  felt  in  the  operations  of  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment; though  we  might  have  supposed  that  the 
benefidb  of  the  extension  of  the  righi  of  suffrage,  or 
other  change  in  the  local  institutions,  would  have 
been  felt,  in  some  small  degree  at  least,  in  the  ac- 
tion of  the  General  Government.  But,  air,  at  no 
anterior  period  in  the  history  of  this  country  haa  the 
influence,  direct  and  indirect,  of  the  mass  of  the 
community  been  ^o  little  felt  in  the  conduct  of  our 
national  affairs,  nor  have  the  powers  of  the  Federal 
Ciovernment  ever  before  been  strained  to  so  high  a 
point,  if  we  may  judge  of  these  powers,  "by  the 
practice  of  the  late  and  present  Administrations. 
Never  before  were  the  mass  of  the  community  so 
powerless.  Of  late,  they  have  substantially  nothing 
to  do,  having  neither  part  nor  lot  in  the  affairs  of 
the  Government  or  of  the  country,  but  to  follow 
blindly,  and  give  their  sanction,  when  called  upon 
for  that  purpose,  to  whatever  schemes  and  measures 
of  public  policy  the  heads  of  the  party,  f  ome  three 
or  four  men  at  must,  are  pleased  to  dictate  to  them. 
Such  is  and  has  been  the  power  of  party  discipline — 
such  the  despotic  principle  of  party  association  for 
years,  that  the  inass  of  the  community  have  rather, 
stood  in  the  relation  of  subjects  to  be  governed 
than  Ihe  controlling  elements  of  power.  How  this 
has  been  brought  about — by  what  artful  means — 
by  what  powers  of  intimidation  on  the  one  hand, 
and  of  seduction  on  the  other,  the  mass  of  the 
People  have  had  so  little  iactual  influence  ^n  the 
affairs  of  Gevernment  of  late — 1  have  oAen  de- 
scribed on  this  floor.  I  have  repeatedly  referred  to 
this  subject  as  the  origin  of  all  the  evils  which  now 
afflict  the  country.  I  content  myself,  for  the  present, 
by  repeating  that  the  mass  of  the  people  have  for 
years  been  degraded  to  the  rank  of  mere  machines 
in  the  hands  cf  a  few  men  who  have  had  the  talent 
and  address  to  use  them  for  their  own  purposes. 
Never  before  were  a  free  People  under  such 
positive,  such  despotic  control,  as  the  People  of  the 
United  Suies  have  been,  by  the  artful  management 
of  a  few  men,  acting  in  conjunction  with  the  pow- 
erful influences  of  overgrown  patronage.  I  again 
affirm  that  at  no  period  since  the  organization  of 
the  Government  in  1789,  have  its  powers  been  so 
extensive  in  practice.  Of  late,  they  have .  un- 
doubtedly been  carried  far  beyond  the  example  of 
any  preceding  Administration.  Then,  sir,  I  conclude 
that  the  President  holds  out  an  unfounded  assurance 
to  the  country.  We  cannot  safely  congratulate 
ourselves  that  the  people  have  had  the  .sphere  of 
their  influence  increased,  or  that  the  powers  of  tite 
Government  have  been  itetricted. 

After  enumerating  many  of  the  happy  cesulla  of 
our  republican  institutions,  the  President  expresses 
the  following  sentiment : 

'*  This  review  of  the  results  of  our  insiitutions 
for  half  a  century,  without  exciting  a  spirit  of  vain 
exultation,  should  serve  to  impress  upon  us  the 
great  principles  from  which  they  sprung^cotufoitf 
and  direct  ewpervision  hy  the  Peopit  owf  every  pub&e 
meatwre,^*  8fe» 

Now,  sir,  (said  Mr.  B.)  I  should  be  pleased  to  be 
informed  what  is  meant  by  the  "  eonsUmt  and  di- 
reet  eupervmon  o/  the  People^*^  which  is  here  enu- 
merated as  one  of  the  great  principles  to  which  we 
are  indebted  for  the  glorious  results  of  our  systdm. 
Will  some  gentleman  who  is  better  acquainted  with 
the  sentiments  of  the  President  upon  this  subject 
enlighten  me  1  Will  he  tell  me  what  is  the  true 
import  of  the  language,  "  ihe  wnttmnt  and  dbreet  ni- 
pervision  by  ihe  people  7"  It  if  intended  by  this  pas- 
sage in  the  Message,  and  the  other  doctrines  which 
are  more  or  less  openly  inculcated,  to  give  the  high 
official  sanction  of  the  Chief  Magistrate  of  the 
Union  to  the  new  impulse  which  has  recently  been 
given,  or  sought  to  be  given,  to  what  are  called  the 
democratki  tendencies  of  bur  system  ?  You  mu&t 
be  aware,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  unusual  pains  have 
been  taken  of  late  to  show  that  our  system  needs  a 
radical  revision.  The  People  are  told  that  our 
ancestors,  who  framed  the  Constitution  in  1789, 
were  half  a  century  in  the  rear  of  the  improvement^ 
of  the  present  age ;  that  ihey  had  not  the  benefit  of 
the  new  lights  which  experience  bar  shed  upon  th^ 
subject  of  government  since  that  time,  and  which 
are  now  in  full  blaze  atonnd  us.  The  science  of 
government,  we  are  told,  has  made  great  strides 
since  cor  CoiiBtitation  was  formed;  and»indeedy 


that  instrument  is  beginning  to  be  looked  upon  by 
many  rather  as  a  device  of  bad  men,  to  advance 
the  interests  ol  the  few  at  the  expense  of  Ibe  naay, 
and  forming  an  actual  obatrnctton  to  that  foil  tide 
of  happiness  and  prosperity  which  awaits  as  when 
the  inventions  of  modem  democracy  ahall  be  sab- 
atitntel  for  iu    At  all  events,  it  is  prodained  to  be 
the  duty  of  every  man  who  wouhl  improve  Ihe 
condition  of  the  human  family  to  streagifacD  ibe 
democratic  tendendea  of  the  Constitntion,  and  to 
disrobe  or  rather  strip  it  of  those  limitatioBs  and 
restrictions  upon  the  popular  will,  with  wUdi  aor 
unimproved  ancestors  have  thought  it  neeeamy  to 
encumber  it.     Some  progress  haa  already  been 
made  in  implanting  this  sentiment  amoQg  the  people 
in  some  of  the  S^tes.    New  party  naaaea  Lawe 
been  invented  for  this  purpoae.    New  deflnitinaB 
have  been  given  of  free  (Sovemasents.    An  old- 
fashioned  republican  is  denounced  aa  little  baiter 
than  an  aristocrat.    We  hear,  of  late,  from  Ihe 
leaders  of  one  of  the  great  parties  which  divide  the 
country,  of  little  else  than  the  demoeraqr  ot  ihe 
country— the  great  democratie  family— ihe  demoo- 
racy  of  numbers !    In  truth^  sir,  it  caanot  be  dia- 
guised  that  there  are  a  class  of  poUticiaBa  in  the 
country  at  this  moment,  whoaa  aapiratioaa  it  dom 
not  suit  that  any  restriction,  any  linaiutioa  what- 
ever, shall  exist  in  the  practice  of  the  GovemaMak 
upon  the  will  or  abaolotism  of  ihe  majority ;  and,  ia 
the  estimation  of  all  tlieif  followers,  oar  Coaatimooa 
is  defective.    It  imposes  quite  too  mmnj  tramoKk^ 
in  their  judgments,  upon  the  beneficent  desigBs  of 
the  reformers.     Does  the  President  mean  to  be  un- 
derstood as  countenancing  the  doetrinc^s  of  these 
reformers,  by  pointing  to  the  **  constant  and  diicet 
supervision  by  the  people"  as  aa  importaat  pria- 
ciple  in  a  free  Government  1    Sir,  I  would  be  the 
last  man  in  this  House  to  question   the  fna  esa* 
etUutienal  prmdpie  of  popular  supervision  over  the 
measures  of  the  Government.  It  is  to  the  operaiiaa 
of  that  principle  that  we  are  to  look  for  aafeiy  ia 
times  which,   perhapa,  may  be  woiae  thaa  te 
present ;  and  t  trust  we  shall  not  look  la  it  ia  vain. 
But,  sir,  according  to  our  ayatem,  the  People  da 
not,  and  cannot,  exercise  any  dkred  -  sopeyviaoa 
over  any  public  measure.     Their    power,  ibeir 
influence,  their  supervision,  can  be  constitationaUy 
exerrised  only  by  petition  and  remonstraBee,  aad 
by  the  utterance  of  their  voue  at  the  baUot-boi. 
And  it  is  that  feature  in  our  system  that  at  oaee 
disiioguishes  it  in  form  from  n  democracy,  and 
secures  it  from  the  fatal  catastrophe  whidi  has 
always  attended  democracies,  or  Uovenanenis  ia 
which  the  people  exercised  a  direet  aapervisMM 
over  public  measures. 

But  It  would  be  gratifying  to  know  vhat  ekange  ia 
our  Constitution  is  meditated  by  which  the  People 
may  be  admitted  to  a  ^'direct  supervisiOB'^  of  pub- 
lic measures ;  or  is  it  intended  that  the  People  shaft 
interpdee  their  authority,  whenever,  in  their  judg- 
ment, the  constitutional  functionaries  shall  en;,  or 
fail  in  the  discharge  of  their  duty,  wiihouiaay 
amendment  of  the  Constitution?  We  have  veiy 
lately  had  a  specimen  of  this  improved  system  af 
government  announced  through  the  medium  of  aa 
Executive  communication.  We  have  heard  tta 
doctrine  proclaimed  on  this  floor ;  we  have  seaa  it 
announced,  in  several  of  the  most  infloential  jaa^ 
nals  in  tbe  country,  and,  among  the  rest,  Iha 
official  organ  of  this  AdministraUon,  (4he  GlobeO 
that  the  direct  interference  of  the  People,  or,  m 
other  words,  the  democracy  of  the  oonntiy,  in  d» 
settlement  of  constitutional  and  legal  gnesiioai,  is 
not  only  allowable,  but  justifiable!  We  hava 
heard  it  proclaimed  from  all  these  high  i 
tative  sources  that  an  excited  and  agitated  i 
of  the  People  may  properly  rush  into  a 
hall,  fill  all  the  aisles  ^and  other  vacaat  ^ 
an^,  by  their  menaces,  and  clamors  for  the  hloodaC 
obnoxious  individuals,  drive  the  Speaker  finim  I  ~ 
chair,  and  the  niembers  from  their  seats !  Ia  aa 
a  proceeding,  it  is  said  there  is  ^'ni 
violence ;"  and  when  successful,  it  is 
a  triumph  of  the  democracy — a  triumph  of 
Ptople!  Is  this  the  sort  of  *' direct  saperrisini* 
of.  the  People  which  has  been  the  sonrce  of  aa 
many  happy  and  glorious  results  past;  or  is  it  only 
from  such  a  supervision  of  the  People  that  ihi 
f ninre  peace  and  Jia^iaess  and  pnepen^  of  Aa 
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eoaatxy  are  to  frpriogl  Is  it  already  oome  to  ihia, 
wder  the  reforming  hand  of  the  party  in  powefi 
ihat  if  on  an  oocatuon  similar  to  that  which  ocenrr«d 
in  this  HoQse  only  a  year  ago— I  allude  to  the  vote 
of  the  HoDse  in  excl tiding  ^  memhers  from  Mis- 
sissippi, (Messrs.  PrsnTiss  and  Word,)  although 
dearly  chosen  hy  the  People  of  Mississippi,  upon 
the  gimind  oi  a  mere  (echnioality,  and  ihereby 
depriving  an  entire  Stale  of  any  repreeentation 
whatever  in  this  Honsc  for  several  months— I  ask 
again,  has  it  eome  to  this :  that  if  in  that  case  this 
Hail  had  been  suddenly  filled  with  a  heated  and 
tnrfonlMC  multitude,  menacing  violence  and  blood, 
and  calling  upon  the  House  to  revene  its  decision, 
the  proceedings  would  be  sustained  and  justified  as 
a  wholesome  and  proper  supervision  of  the  People  1 
Is  this  one  of  the  improvements  in  goveniment 
whjeli  our  ancestors  were  ignorant  of  when  they 
lipamed  ihe  Constitution  1  Suppose,  sir,  that  the 
gentlemen  from  Mississippi  had  called  their  par- 
teans  and  personal  supporters  to  this  Capitol,  (and 
no  two  gentlemen  on  this  floor  could  have  rallied  a 
band  of  more  devoted  friends  around  them)— sop- 
pose  them  arrived  in  the  city,  and,  in  their  fury, 
pre-occupying  this  Hall,  calling  upon  the  House  to 
revise  its  sentence,  and  denouncing-  vengeance 
against  all  who  should  oppose  their  wishes,  would 
t*ie  friends  of  the  Administration  upon  this  floor — 
would  the  leaders  of  the  party,  any  where,  have 
declared  such  an  irruption  into  this  House  a 
wholesome  interposition  of  the  People  ?  And  when 
we  had  tamely  submitted,  reversed  our  decision, 
and  restored  the  rrjecled  members  to  their  seats, 
wooM  they  have  proclaimed  it  a  triumph  of  the 
People?  A  triumph,  indeed,  it  might  be,  but  it 
would  have  been. a  triumph  over  the  Constitution; 
and  however  palpably  erroneous,  however  shocking 
to  reason  and  common  sense  the  decision  of  the 
House  wasy-in  the-case  alluded  to,  it  may  be  a  sub- 
ject of  just. exultation  to  the  Opposition;  and  it 
ought  to  be  a  subject  of  serious  reflection  wiih 
eyery  honest  man  in  the  whole  country  that  not 
one  of  ihem  would,  for  one  moment,  have  tolerated 
the  suggestion,  that  the  House  ought  to  be  awed 
into  sabmission  upon  that  question  by  the  direct 
inurposition  of  the  People.  ^ 

In  aaother  passage  of  the  message, 'We  are  as- 
soied  by  the  President  that — 

*'  To  this  practical  operation  of  our  institutions, 
{which  he  had  described,}  so  evident  and  success- 
ful, 4D#  ewe  fftet  tnereesad  sflscfcmsw<  Is  (Jbem,  which 
in  among  the  most  cheering  exhibitions  of  popular 
sentiment" 

I  deny,  (said  Mr.  B.)  most  confidently  and  em- 

pbnlically,  that  we  are  authoriaed  to  boast  of  this 

**  increased  attachment**  to  our  institutioov.     On 

thA  contrary,  1  affirm  that,  for  years,  the  attach- 

incnc  of  the  people  to  our  institutions,  and  their 

csonlldexioe  in  their  efficacy  and  durability,  have 

been  weakening  and  diminishing,  just  in  proportion 

as    the  principles  and .  practices  of  the  party  in 

power  have  been  more  and  more  developed  and 

brooght  to  light.    I  affijrm  that.  Instead  of  increased 

mtiachoient,  there  is  manifestly  increased  distrust : 

ikiad  thousands  of  honest  and  intelligent  citiaens 

tIafOQgbont  the  land  look  with  apprehension  iind 

dread  to  the  future — that  future  which  may  come 

aooaer  wpon  us  than  yon  or  I  now  dream  of.  Again, 

mkw^  1  aflirm  that,  in  the  entire  period  since  the  or- 

irsiftization  of  the  (government,  there  has  never 

b0ca  so  general  a  relaxation  of  all  the  ties  and 

9l>Usatioas,  legal  and  political,  which  bind  society 

tovether,  as  prevails  at  the  present  moment.    At 

ao  former  period  has  so  general  a  spirit  of  oppo- 

Rtion  to  legal  restraints  or  requirements  manifested 

Ltaself  throughout  the  country,  when  they  stand  in 

:tee  way  of  wilful  passions  or  purposes  of  any  kind. 

Slssbl  regard  for  the  O)nstitotion  and  laws,  com- 

xm<emciDg  with  the  Qovc mmem  itself  and  its  admin- 

ingjraiinrs,  has  gradually  diff'ufied  itself  over  society. 

ribere  was  a  period  in  British  history  which  pre- 

^nted  m  striking  parallel  of  the  times  in  this  coon- 

ry-     Had  I  been  prepared  for  this  debate,  I  might 

k^ve  presented  soeh  a  picture,  drawn  from  that 

^C'f  iod,  as  would  have  been  recogni^  at  once  as 

kBA  prototype  of  tbe^iaieof  things  >>^  ^^  country 

a  the  presenl  memeat.    J^         jiml  a  centory  ago 

m^i  violence  and  iieeotiofv  ^^fl  100k  the  pl^ce  of 

^ wr  and  sound  public  '^Of^P^  c^geMi  Britain,  and 


from  causes  very  like  thoee  which  exist  in  this 
country  at  this  good  time.  Party  spirit  wa^  excited 
to  the  highest  state  of  violence,  consistent  with  the 
existence  of  Government;  and  (he  people,  generally, 
in  the  progress  of  the  conflict,  were  aliernateiy 
excited  by  a  distrust  of  the  intentions  of  the  Minis- 
try, acd  a  contempt  for  the  authority  of  the  Qov- 
ernment.  One  man,  of  singular  coolness  and  for- 
bearance in  temper,  by  practising  upon  the  principle 
that  the  mass  of  every  society  is  moved  by  the 
mere  love  of  gain — that  there  is  no  honesty  in 
politics — that  every  man  has  his  price,  contrived  to 
sustain  himself  in  power  nearly  twenty  years,  in 
the  face  of  a  powerful  opposition  in  both  Houses 
of  Parliament,  and  in  the  midst  of  the  loudest 
c^amor  and  discontent  among  the  people.  It  was 
generally  believed  that  he  had  grossly  abused  the 
great  trust  which  had  been  confided  to  him  by  his 
sovereign ;  that  he  had  distributed  and  prostituted  i 
the  immense  patronage  of  the  CroWn  to  the  pur- 
pose of  enriching  himself  and  his  personal  favorites. 
He  interfered  directly  in  the  election  of  members  of 
Parliament,  both  by  hi»  personal  influence  and  by 
the  application  of  Idige  sums  of  the  public  moneys ; 
and  he  filled  that  body  with  placemen  and  depen- 
dants. He  practised  so  openly  upon  the  spoils 
system,  that  he  once  declared  in  his  place,  in  the 
House  of  Commons,  that  he  would  be  a  pitiful 
fellow  of  a  Minister  who  would  not  remove  any 
man  from  office  who  opposed  his  measures.  In 
such  a  state  of  things,  general  distrust  and  discon- 
tent banished  all  respect  and  confidence ;  confusion 
and  disoiganization  usurped  the  place  of  law  and 
order;  and  the  same  causes  must  produce  the  same 
results  here. 

The  next  passage  of  the  messsge  which  I  am 
tempted  to  notice,  is  in  these  words : 

'*  JWsrly  eight  millioiu  of  dollart  of  Treasury  notes 
are  to  he  pirid  during  the  coming  yeoTt  in  addition  to 
the  ordkusr^  mj^epHatione  for  the  eupport  qf  Govemr 
ifwnl.  For  hoih  tkete  purpose*  the  resomreea  nf  the 
Tremwrjfwitt  nndovbtediif  be  sufficient,  if  the  CHiRoss 

UPON  IT  laS  NOT  INGRBASSD  BETUNO  THE  ANNDaL 
ESTIMATES.*' 

Much  (said  Mr.  B.)  is  said  in  the  succeeding 
paragraph  of  the  message  .of  the  frauds  committed 
by  the  public  officers  upon  the  public  revenue ;  and 
many  severe  remedies  are  suggested  to  correct  this 
great  public  evil.  Some  remedy  is  also  imperatively 
demanded  by  the  public  interest  for  the  repeated 
and  systematic  frauds  and  impositions  practised 
upon  the  public  credulity  by  the  highest  function- 
aries of  the  Government  in  their  communications 
to  this  House  and  to  the  public,  prufes»iog  to  con- 
tain their  political  creed,  and  to  present  a  candid 
view  of  the  condition  of  the  finances  and  other 
branches  of  the  public  service.  The  people  are 
reluctant  to  conclude  that  the  very  highest  and 
most  honored  public  officers,  and  those  in  whom 
the  nation  has  expressed  its  confidence,  would  de- 
ceive thera;  and  tlius  the  mo^l  shameful  official 
hypocrisy  and  delinquency  are  rewarded  with  re- 
newed confidence,  instead  of  resentment  and  indig- 
nation. I  was  struck  with  the  remark  of  a  very 
acute  and  able  member  of  this  Hoube  the  other 
day,  upon  the  subject  of  the  relative  prospects  of 
the  Administration  and  Oppobition.  He  said  the 
Opposition  would  probably  not  succeed,  whatever 
apparent  advantages  they  may  have  in  the  contest. 
If  the  Opposition,  said  he,  claim  any  merit  as  the 
advocates  of  economy  in  the  public  expenditures, 
or  as  the  champions  of  the  policy  of  limiting 
Executive  power  and  patronage,  they  will  and  that 
the  daim  will  avail  them  nothing ;  fo.%  upon  none 
of  these  qne&tions,  nor  upon  any  other  popular 
doctrine  of  a  mmilar  nature,  will  the  Administra- 
tion make  an  issue  with  them.  On  the  contrary, 
in  the  messages,  and  the  communications  from  the 
Treasury  Department,  the  members  of  the  Admin- 
istration will  be  found  to  be  as  much  the  friends  of 
economy,  of  reform,  and  as  much  opposed  10  ihe 
increase  of  Executive  power  and  patronage,  as 
any  member  of  the  Opposition. 

Sir,  this  is  very  near  the  uuih,  at  least.  Those 
under  whose  auspices  the  annual  ex|^nditures  of 
the  Government  have  been  increai>ed,  within  a 
term  of  less  than  ten  years,  from  thirteen  to  thirty 
millions  of  dollars,  and  Executive  patronage  in  a 
oorrespondtnt  ratio,  can  poiAi  to  public  documents 


emanating  from  their  own  hands,  in  which  they 
have  written  with  as  much  apparent  earnestnesSi 
and  said  as  many  fine  things  in  favor  of  economy 
and  every  other  republican  principle  and  practictti 
as  any  of  their  opponents.  This,  sir,  t  contend,  is 
a  species  of  fraud  which  tialls  for  a  remedy.  Those 
who  haVe  practised  it  should  be  stripped  of  the 
mask  under  which  they  have  heretofore  deceived 
the  people. 

In  the  present  message  we  have  an  earnest  ex- 
hortation to  Congress  to  confine  the  appropriations 
for  the  year  1839  within  the  eatimates  of  the  Secr^ 
tary  of  the  Treasury.  In  the  report  of  the  Secre- 
tary himself,  there  is  a  similar  appeal  made  in 
behalf  of  economy  and  retrench  ment !  The  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury,  in  his  last  annual  report, 
estimates  the  appropriations  which  will  be  required 
for  the  next  year  (1839)  at  |3I,665,089.  What 
amount  will  actually  be  required  for  the  public 
service,  we  shall  see  at  the  close  of  the  session. 
But  whatever  degree  of  candor  may  characteriiei 
the  estimates  of  the  Treasury  for  the  year  1839, 
cannot  excuse  or  atone  for  the  gross  deception 
practised  by  that  department  in  the  annual  estimates 
for  the  present  year,  (1838,)  submitted  December 
5, 1837 ;  and  the  still  more  glaring  and  shameful 
attempt  to  mislead  the  public,  by  the  statement 
drawn  up  under  the  direction  of  Mr.  Woodbury, 
and  presented  to  the  Senate  on  the  29th  of  June 
last,  (1838.)  That  statement  purports  to  show  the 
amount  of  the  onimmU  eitimo/es,  and  the  annual 
expenditures,  exclusive  of  the  public  debt,  with  the 
excess  nf  approprtelioA  c6eoc  Ike  alimtfrs,  in  each 
year,  from  1833,  to  1837,  inclusive.  The  state- 
ment was  drawn  up,  no  doubt,  10  answer  or  parry 
the  argomente  of  the  opposition  to  the  Administra- 
tion, drawn  from  the  fact  that,  in  1836,  the  annual 
expenditures  of  the  Qovernment  had  risen  to  thirty 
millions  and  upwards,  and,  in  1837,  to  upwards  of 
thirty-nine  millions.  Before  this  statement  made 
its  appearance,  the  partisans  and  apologiste  of  the 
Administration  affirmed  that  the  expenditures  of 
the  Post  Office  Department,  amounting  to  some 
four  and  a  half  millions,  were  included  in  the 
amounts  charged  to  those  years ;  but  that  was 
found  to  be  a  mistake.  But  they  also  said,  with 
more  truth,  that  some  five  millions  of  moneys  re- 
ceived under  the  treaties  of  indemnity  with  Prance 
and  Naples,  and  in  trust  for  several  Indian  tribes, 
were  included  in  the  thirty-nine  millions  charged  to 
the  year  1837,  which  would  reduce  the  actual  ex- 
penditures of  the  year  1837  to  UUrfy-/ow  ndttione. 
But,  as  this  still  appeared  very  large,  it  was  con- 
tended that  some  five  or  six  millions  of  that  amount 
ought  not  to  be  charged  to  the  extravagance  of  the 
Administration,  because  that  sum  was  expended  in 
that  year  in  suppressing  Indian  hostilities!  A 
pretty  story,  when  it  is  well  known  to  those  who 
have  devoted  any  attention  to  the  subject,  that  the 
Administration  is  not  only  justly  ehaigeablo  with 
the  most  unparalleled  waste  of  the  public  treasure 
in  the  late  and  existing  wars  with  the  Indians,  but 
that  those  wars  may  be  fairly  traced  and  charged 
to  the  culpable  neglect  and  bad  management  of  the 
department  of  the  Gk>vemment  charged  with  the 
direction  and  control  of  Indian  affairs. 

Another  defence  was,  that  the  expenditures  at- 
'  tending  the  removal  of  the  Indians  from  the  east  to 
the  west  of  the  Mississippi,  amounting  to  several 
millions  annually  ought  to  be  regarded  as  extraordi- 
nary, and  such  as  would  have  occurred  under  any 
Administration.  Whoever  will  look  into  this  sub- 
ject will  be  satisfied  that  the  necessary  expenses  at- 
tending the  purchase  of  Indian  lands  and  the  remo- 
val of  the  Indians  have  been  increased  more  than 
one  hundred  per  cent,  by  the  imbecility  and  faith- 
lessness of  the  agents  employed  in  the  various 
branches  of  that  service.  But,  the  charge  which 
was  most  successful  in  blinding  the  People,  and 
confoundiag  the  less  informed,  was  that  all  the  ex- 
cess of  expenditure  under  the  late  and  present 
Administratiens,  beyond  the  annual  expenditures 
under  Mr.  Adam>*s  Administration,  waste  be  ascrib- 
ed to  the  extravagant  and  unprincipled  course  of 
the  Oppos-ition  in  Gongre».  The  Administration, 
ii  was  said,  had  always  been  in  favor  of  economy ; 
and  to  prove  the  assertion  true,  the  statement  of 
Mr.  Woodbury,  before  adverted  to,  was  relied  upon. 
The  estimate  sent  to  Congress  by  the  Seeretaiy  of 
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the  TreasDiy,  it  wa^said;  were  always  moderate 
and  economical,  and  so  it  would  appear  from  a  re- 
fereoee  to  that  statement.  For  example,  the  esti- 
mates for  the  jear  1837,  sent  in  Trom  the  Treasnry 
Department  in  December,  1836,  are  ostentatiously 
displayed  in  one  col  am  n  of  the  statement  as  amount- 
ing to  no  more  than  |39,651,442,  white,  in  another 
parallel  column,  it  appears  that  Congress  appropri* 
ated  139,164,745;  showing  an  excess  of  moneys 
▼otcd  by  Congress  above  the  estimates  of  the  Trea- 
sury for  one  yaar,  of  $17,073,931 !  It  is  manifest 
that  the  wel  Mo  formed  only  would  be  able  to  detect 
the  fallacy  of  this  argument,  or  to  expose  the  hypo- 
crisy  of  those  who  advanced  it.  If  it  be  said  that 
the  Secretary  might  have  been  honestly  misuken 
in  making  an  estimate  of  appropriations  for  the 
year  1837,  greatly  below  the  actual  demands  of  the 
service,  inasmuch  as  the  expenses  incurred  in  sup- 
pressing Indian  hostilities,  in  that  year,  greatly  ex- 
ceded  the  expectations  of  all  parties,  still  that  does 
not  excuse  the  attempt  to  impose  upon  the  People 
by  exhibiting  the  eHitMitM,  and  contrasting  them 
with  the  appnpriati^iiUj  as  an  argument  in  favor  of 
the  greater  economy  of  the  Executive  administra- 
tion $  and  still  le^s  does  it  excuse  the  auempt  to  keep 
up  the  same  delusive  appearances  in  the  estimates 
fbr  the  service  of  the  present  year  (1838)  submitted 
on  the  6(h  of  December,  1837.  In  the  report  then 
submitted  to  Congress,  the  estimates  of  appropria- 
tions for  the  service  of  the  year  1838  are  stated  at 
120,533,349  only.  Very  moderate  indeed,  and 
wortj^  of  all  praise,  in  a  republican  statesman, 
considering  the  actuai  circumstances  of  the  country 
at  that  time.  But  let  us  examine  for  a  moment 
what  those  circumstances  were.  There  were-  at 
that  moment  between  8,000  and  10,000  troops  em« 
ployed  in  the  prosecution  of  the  Florida  war,  with 
no  certain  prospect  of  ending  the  war,  at  all  events 
before  the  spring  of  the  next  year ;  and  it  afterwards 
appealed,  I  believe,  that  at  the  time  those  estimates 
were  sent  in,  the  arrears  then  due  in  that  branch  of 
the  public  service,  and  for  which  there  was  no  ap- 
propriation, exceeded  1 1,000,000;  and  upwards  of 
|7,000,000  were  afterwards  actuallv  appropriated 
lor  the  service  of  1838,  nut  one  cent  of  which  was 
included  in  the  estimates  of  the  Treasury  ! 

There  were,  also,  at  the  period  of  those  estimates 
(December,  1837)  five  or  six  Indian  treaties  already 
signed  under  the  direction  of  the  President,  in- 
volving an  expenditure  of  more  than  |3,000,000 ; 
and  although  they  were  not  then  ratiiied,  yet,  as 
their  ratification  was  regarded  as  a  matter  of  coarse, 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  was  without  apology 
for  failing  to  notice  in  some  form  the  appropriaiions 
necessary  to  carry  them  into  eflfect.  These  treaties 
were  afterwards  ratified,  and  $1,900,000  were  actu- 
ally appropriated  to  be  expended  in  the  year  1838, 
according  to  their  siipulaiioos.  B  it  this  is  not  aH. 
Ai  the  time  the  Treasury  estimates  were  sent  in,  the 
Secretary  could  not  have  been  ignorant  that  the 
Secretary  of  War  and  the  President  had  united  in 
an  earnest  recommendation  to  increaise  the  rank  and 
file  of  the  standing  army  to  15,000  m^n,  and  to 
augment  considerably  every  branch  of  the  military 
establishment  and  defences  of  the  country;  and 
many  concurrent  circumstances,  besides,  indicated 
that  this  would  be  done ;  yet  no  no' ice  whatever 
was  taken  by  the  Secretary  in  his  estimates  of  the 
increased  charges  upon  the  Treasury  on  this  account. 
The  army  proper  was  increased  so  as  to  number 
between  12,000  and  14,000  men,  ^d  the  other 
branches  of  the  military  establishment  were  alw 
augmented ;  to  meet  the  expenses  of  which,  in,  the 
year  1838,  upwards  of  (700,000  were  voted  by 
CongtCNS.  Those  few  items  that  I  have  referred 
to  merely  from  memory,  show  an  aggregate  of 
#9,000,000  demanded  for  the  service  of  1838,  all,  or 
ihe  greater  part,  of  which  ought  lo  have  been,  and 
probably  was,  foreseen  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury, yet  no  part  of  it  was  included  in  his  estimates. 
It  is  by  such  concealments  and  artifices  as  these 
that  the  Administration  seeks  to  uphold  a  character 
for  econooTiy  and  retrenchment,  and  to  throw  upon 
the  Opposition  and  Congress  the  charge  of  extrava- 
gance. I  conclude  my  remarks  upon  this  part  of 
the  Message  by  repeating  my  opinion,  that  the  public 
interests  demand  the  application  of  some  remedy 
for  this  mischief.    Some  adequate  penalty  ehDu)4 


be  imposed  to  protect  the  People  against  aueh  false 
pretences. 

I  now  pmpoee  to  notice  another  part  of  the  Mes- 
sage, whieb,  from  its  connexion  with  the  subject 
of  greatest  interest  at  the  present  time,  will  be  re- 
garded as  the  most  interesting  and  Important  of  the 
whole. 

After  adverting  to  the  defalclUon  of  the  late  Col- 
lector of  the  port  of  New  York,  (Mr.  Swartwout,) 
and  very  naturally  associating  with  it  the  idea  of 
the  necessity  of  a  more  ^  seeure  and  safe  sjitem  for 
the  safe- keeping  and  disbursement  of  the  public 
moneys,"  the  President  insists 

"  That  the  application  of  the  public  BBoney  to 
private  uses  should  be  made  a/s/eny,  and  visited 
with  severe  and  ignominious  punisho^ent.*' 

'*  The  Gk>vernmeni,  it  must  be  admitted,**  (says 
the  President,  in  the  saime  paragraph,)  **  baa  been, 
from  its  commencement,  comparatively  fortunate 
:::  ittim  ffspect.** 

Here»  then,  is  a  fair  admisston  that  until  recently 
but  a  small  portion  ef  the  public  moneys  has  been 
embezzled  by  the  ofiteen  charged  with  its  collec- 
tion ;  yet  the  method  of  collecting  and  safe-keeping 
heretofore  in  use  is  denounced  and  repudiated ;  a 
new  flgrstem  is  projected  and  insisted  on ;  and  the 
further  security  is  suggested  of  aevere  and  igno- 
minious penaltits.  The  enormous  abuses  succes- 
sively brought  to  light  under  the'  Administration 
continue  tO  oe  impu^  to  anv  but  their  truccause. 
The  system  of  collection  and  disbursement  is  de- 
fective ;  the  method  of  acc/>unls  is  defective ;  the 
laws  are  defective !  This  has  been  the  ready  apology 
of  the  late  and  present  Administrations  for  all 
abuses.  There  were  no  serious  ct>mphiint8  of 
abuses  or  defalcations  in  the  Post  Office  Depart- 
ment until  the  party  now  In  power  undertook,  as 
they  said,  to  bring  about  a  general  reform  of  the 
Gtovemmcot ;  but  when  a  few  years  of  mal-admin- 
istration  had  brought  about  a  general  derangement 
and  the  most  corrupt  practices  in  ihat  departmeut, 
it  was  immediately  proclaimed  that  the  lawi  regu- 
lating the  department  were  eminently  defective ; 
the  system  of  accountability  in  use,  it  was  said, 
was  a  bad  one ;  in  fine,  that  nothing  coiild  retrieve 
its  condition  but  a  new  orgaaizatioh.  The  same 
excuses  have  repeatedly  been  urged  in 'defence  of 
the  gross  abuses  which  have  prevailed  in  the  War 
Department,  in  the  Departments  of  Indian  Afifairs 
and  of  the  Public  Lands.  Bad  la^  and  a  bad  oi^ 
ganization  are  the  only  causes  of  abuse  ever  ad- 
mitted ly  the  friends  of  power;  and  the  only 
remedies  proposed  or  applied  are  new  laws  and  a 
new  organization.  But  I  now  take  leave  to  notify 
the  gentleman  from  New  York,  (Mr.  CiMBatLSNa,) 
that  when  he  shall  introduce  his  bill  to  provide  the 
remedies  ruggested  in  this  Message,  I  shall  insist 
that  the  rules  of  this  House  be  strictly  enforced, 
and  that  his  bill  shall  take  rank  in  the  rear  of  a 
bill  now  on  the  calendar  of  the  House,  entitled 
'*  A  bill  to  secure  the  freedom  of  elections  ;**  but  it 
might  with  mora  propriety  Ibe  called  <*  A  bill  to 
secure  in  future  a  slrilful  and  honest  administration 
of  public  affairs  ;*'  a  bill,  sir,  which  provides  the 
very  best  and  the  only  effective  remedy  m  the  power 
of  Congress  to  adop^for  all  the  abuses  in  the  pub- 
lic service.  Lest  the  provisions  of  this  bill  may 
have  been  forgotten,  I  hope  the  clerk  will  be  allow- 
ed to  read  it. 

[The  clerk  read  the  bill,  which  proposes  in  the 
preamble  to  declare  removaht  from  office  upon  po- 
litical grounds,  or  for  opinion^  sake,  *'  a  violation 
of  the  freedom  of  elections,  an  attack  upon  the 
public  liberties,  and  a  high  misdemeanor."  The 
first  section  provides  a  penalty  of  not  more  than 
|l,000,  remnval  from  office,  and  perpetual  disa- 
bility to  hold  office,  against  any  officer,  agent,  or 
contractor,  under  the  Federal  Gbvernment,  con- 
victed of  intermeddling  in  any  manner  with  elec- 
tion5,  State  or  Federal,  except  in  giving  his  own 
vote.  The  second  section  provides  a  penalty  of 
f6,000,  removal  from  office,  and  perpetual  disabili- 
ty, against  any  officer  of  the  Federal  Government, 
having,  under  the  Constitution  and  laws,  ihef  ower 
to  appoint,  denominate  and  appoint,  any  officer  or 
agent  of  the  Oovemment,  who  shall  be  convicted 
of  promising  or  bestowing  any  office  or  agency, 
upon  anj  agreement  on  the  part  of  the  apjpointed 
to  render  politicat  or  other  aertkes  in  electioits  or  ' 


otherwise;  and  a  penaltynot  ezeeeding  $1,009, 
dismissal  fVom  office,  sad  pefpeHial  dJsabUiiy, 
against  any  aubordinale  onoer  eonvieied  of  receiv- 
ing office  upon  such  terms.  The  PreaidMt  ttd 
judges  of  courta  are  eioepted  as  to  ihe  peaalty  of 
removal  from  offire.] 

The  remedies  proponed  in  tbie  meanige  are  a^ 
plieable  to  evib  in  sBbordiaata  officesi,  wMeh  aiu 
but  Ihe  consequenoes  of  greater  oueft  which  ciht 
in  higher  plaeea.  I  insist,  sir,  that  when  we  bcgia 
again  to  apply  remedieft,  we  shall  begin  l^gicr  «f 
on  Ihe  calendar ;  that  we  shall  begin  at  tha  head  of 
the  list.  There  exists  a  canker  ar  liie  core  which 
must  be  eradicated  before  we  can  ex|KCt  m  heal 
the  eruptions  on  the  surface  of  afialn.  All  ihe 
remedies  devised  1^  the  Admini«ratioto  mto  cffff* 
cable  to  othen  and  to  subordinates  on] j,  wlula  ths 
radical  vice  is  ia  themselves,  it  is  Ihe  spoHa  prin- 
ciple— ^it  is  the  principle  of  cormpttoB  itself  wliii* 
has  been  adopted  by  the  party  in  power  as  Ihe  oaly 
effective  party  cemeat^— it  is  the  Ihlao,  eonropc,  and 
corrupting  principle  upon  which 
power  has  been  and  continues  to  bo  < 
der  the  present  acriptive  dynasty — it  ia  the  i 
of  appointing  desperate,  wonhleSy  and  wifViMipled 
men  to  office — bma  who,  ia  general, 
other  merit  than  their  partinin  aervieeoi 
ciency  in  eleciioas.  This,  then,  sir,  ia  the  gnat  aad 
fnndamentad  evil.  And  now,  sir,  when  nMMt  of  ihe 
offices  of  greatest  trust  in  the  eouotiy  an  6SU  by 
this  class  of  men— by  damorous  and  mtedj  lavof- 
ites-rwhen  their  abuses  and  defalcaliooo  haie  bo- 
come  so  monstrous  that  their  own  palrona  an  coss- 
pelled  to  acknowledge  that  nothiBg  bat  the  fearef 
the  penitentiary  can  restraia  than,  a  wain  aad  idls 
attempt  is  made  to  subetititCa  ignominioae  pains 
and  penalties  for  an  honest  course  of  Bxoontivei^ 
pointmeni  and  supervision ;  and  a  hopo  cqnaily  idle 
and  delusive  ia  thrown  out  to  the  pahlic  that  on- 
principled  public  oOoen  may  be  nndo  I 
bylaw.  AmlwholrrellMy whoaieaetto' 
whose  duty  it  is  to  wafdi  defanliing  neeeiwis  aad 
colleetora  of  the  pvblic  noaeys?  Men,  theMUdves^ 
who  acquired  aad  now  hold  their  ateiiona  by  ihe 
successful  operation  of  die  same  Iklse  mmA  eornipi 
principle  of  appointment  whieb  piaoed'  all  ihsna 
who  are  nhordiaates  to  them  in  ofllce.  lleeae 
class  cannot  l>e  supported  without  the 
must  be  sustained  or  fkll  together. 

But,  Mr.  Chairman,  thia  is  an  old  and 
bare  theme  with  me.  I  have  employed  my  ia 
for  years  in  an  effort  to  attract  dw  ntieotion  of  i 
public  to  this  subject  in  vain.  I  have  oAen  i 
ed  all  the  arguments  which  have 
selves  upon  this  subject  on  this  Ikour^  and,  I  am 
sorry  to  say,  with  small  effect.  I  hawo  ever  b^ 
lieved,  since  I  bectant  advised  of  the  estaat  le 
whith  the  appointing  power  continued  to  be  abasnl, 
that  there  coukl  be  but  one  result,  nnder  Ihe  gfwi 
abo^e  of  the  appointing  power  which  has  pevfnilei 
of  late.  I  hav6  never  doubted  that  tiaae  would 
develop  an  amount  of  fraud,  peeufaitioD,  and  co^ 
ruption,  which  wonld  amaze  and  ironse  the  people. 
if  the  system  should  not  eflfbotaallj  ondorsineAa 
public  morals,  and  deeirojr  all  ^sense  of  i 
pride  and  honot  before  their  eyes  could  bo  < 
Sir,  I  may  claim  to  have  penetrated  stiH  l 
into  the  probable  resnlw  of  rtiis  sysiem.  1  f 
upon  this  floor,  that  other  ^Fssnhs  beaklea  aNS 
injury  to  the  publi<^servk)eJwoold  neceeaanly,hidM 
course  of  time,  foltow  in  the  train  of  the  apuih 
system,  as  established  and  acted  upon  in  aoaKcT 
the  StatcK  in  Ihe  Union  as  well  as  at  Wasliiagnw 
I  predk^ted  that  the  tithe  would  come  wIku  dans 
contests  for  the  spoils,  into  which  all  deedMS 
would  soon  resolve  themselves,  woold  Im 
by  the  swoM.  We  have  recently  had  a  mtj  i 
illustration  of  the  working  of  this  sysaeoi  ai  F 
risbuig ;  aad  that,  sir,  is  but  the  begma 
first-ft-ttits  of  the  system.  We  sbaU 
scene  exhibited  by  and  by  upon  a  hirgar 
When  this  detestable  principle  of  pai^  i  _ 
shall  extend  itself  into  all,  or  nearly  aU,  the! 
of  the  Uoion,  as  it  promises  soon  to  do,  wo  shdl 
fee  oor  national  elections  contested  andsettlsdAf 
the  direct  intervention  of  office  holdeia  andoflA 
sechefs,  babked  by  their  respecuve  partiaan%  Mlt 
fuYiOUe  and  desperate  by  the  prospeotof  toalaff  fiir 
shafcef  fliopiAiha  sp^an' 
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H.  of  Reps. 


erenr  hazard  to  thamaelvvs  and  tbe  oonntry  in  as- 
sertiBg  their  claims. 

Bqi,  hariBg  so  oA«a  nr^td  the  abuse  of  the  ap- 
poatiag  power  as  tbe  trae  cause  of  the  isross  abases 
known  to  exist  hi  the  publie  senrice,  I  am  nnwil- 
ittg  thai  the  ground  assumed  ohali  rest  upon  my 
own  assertion,  when  so  many  proofs  are  at  band  to 
eoairm  what  I  have  said.  In  the  report  of  the 
eoanaitiee  of  the  8sDate  appointed  to  invesu'gats 
the  condition  of  the  Post  Office  Department  in  1834, 
(page  8,)  it  will  appear,  by  the  admission  of  the 
head  of  that  Department  lunaself,  (Mr.  Barry,)  that, 
between  the  1st  of  ApriJ,  1839,  and  the  1st  of  Sep- 
tember, 1834,  there  had  been  one  thousand  three 
kaodred  and  forty  reaftorals  from  office  in  that  De 
paroient  alone !  The  committee  reao^ed  to  in* 
qoiie  into  the  in^imds  of  so  many  removals;  and, 
that  there  might  be  no  want  of  specification,  they 
lock  np  the  case  of  Mm  Henon,  who  had  been 
appointed  postmaster  at  Pnmam,  hi  Ohio,  in  the 
place  of  Henry  Saffbrd,  removed. 

[Mr.  BxLL  here  read  to  mnch  of  the  report  of 
ihe  committee  as  relates  to  the  case  aUnded  to,  by 
which  it  appeared,  from  tbe  statements  furnished 
by  the  Post  Office  Department,  that  Uenon  was 
appnaied  in  Jtaly,  1899,  and  ^nimaed  in  office 
Qotil  November,  1831,  when  he  was  dismissed. 
The  amoant  dne  from  him  to  the  Department, 
dohag  tbe  time  he  continued  in  office,  wases^mat* 
ed  at  (558  64,  no  part  of  which  had  ever  been 
paid,  and  he  had  finally^  abaconded.  The  commit- 
tee then  called  upon  tbe  Postmaster  General  for 
the  grounds  npon  which  Saflbrd  had  been  removed, 
and  Herron  pot  in  his  place ;  bat  the  Postmaster 
Gkneral  denied  the  right  of  the  Senate  to  go  into 
saoh  an  inqahf  .1 

Bat,  saidMr.  B.,  the  committee  of  this  House, 
appointed  in  the  same  vear^  (1834,)  and  chaiged 
with  the  same  duty,  resolved  to  take  np  the  inquiry 
into  this  ease,'  whwe  the  Senate^  oommittee  ware 
stopped  in  the  inquiry.    H  afqwara  from  the  report 
of  the  minority  of  the '  committee  of  the  House 
(Doe.  103.  p.  S15)  that  the  Postmaster  General 
promptly  communicated  the  letters  and  other  pa- 
pers on  file  in  that  Departstient  relating  to  the  re- 
moval of  Saffbrd  and  the  appointment  of  Herron ; 
bat  the  majority  of  the  committee,  consisting  of 
Mr.  Beardsley,  of  New  York,  Mr.  Connor,  of 
North  Carolina,  Mr.  Stoddert,  of  Mary  bind,  and 
Mr,  Hawes,  of  Kentucky,  pasted  an  order  that 
th^  should  be  returned  to  tbe  Postnaster  General 
before  they  were  copied.    In  this  way  it  happened 
that  these  papers  have  never  been  communicated 
to  the  public ;  but  tbe  minority  of  the  committee, 
consisting  of  Mr.  Whittlesej,of  Ohio,  Mr.  Everett, 
Df  Vermont,  and  Mr.  Watmoogh,  of  Pennsylvania, 
state  the  contents  of  them  from  memory,  they  hay- 
ing heard  them  read  in  oonunitiee;  and  by  that 
OMtement  it  appears  that  an  application  was  made 

0  FemoTC  Safford  npon  the  ground  that  although 
le  was  a  professed  friend  of  the  Administration, 
ret  he  was  believed  not  to  be- thorough  in  his  feel* 
ngs.  His  friends,  hearing  of  the  attempt  to  get 
lim  removed,  reprHented  to  the  Department  that 
te  wms  a  troe  friend  of  the  Admintstrataoa.  There 
ra0  -ao  exeeptioa  taken  to  his  capacity  or  integrity, 
et  he  was  reoMved,  and  Herron,  whose  party 
deHtj  was  nnqnestioned  by  any  one,  was  appointed 
a  his  place.  Here  is  a  pretty  specimen  of  this  ml, 

1  the  bod,  which  has  since  expanded  into  such 
lotiBtroas  shapes  of  abuse !  Bat  there  is  yet  a 
lotw  important  eireumstance  connected  with  this 
iquijry.  Besides  the  strange  development,  that  a 
'ost  master  General  should  not  appear  to  be  con- 
sioms  of  any  misconduct  in  having  dismissed  an 
onost  and  competent  jpublic  servaat  iVom  office 
pon  SQch  grounds,  the  still  more  astonishing  fact 
ppears  in  the  shape  of  an  order  adopted  by  tbe 
Ajoriiy  of  the  committee  that  they  sanction  the 
rincipie  of  this  removaL  The  committee  declare, 
I  express  terms,  that  Uiey  can  see  **  nothing  in  the 
Iters  and  petitions  transmitted  by  the  Postmaster 
eneral,  touching  tbe  removal  of  H.  Safford.  as 
latvnaster  at  Pnmam,  Ohio,  ^d  the  appointment 

J.  Herron  as  his  suecesiOl.  ^hich.  in  th§  tHght* 
tdtgrmtimpeatkeitht  mit^^  griwinafit eaf  ut 

«Aa  P^timmUr  GtnertU,  «r  7  ^  «iiy  fwjpicl,  auito- 
it  <•  my  •ijea  ^  l^ifkii^^^  nf  piMU  UtUnti 


Here  is  the  solemn  opinion  of  a  majority  of  the 
committee  of  the  House,  composed  oi  some  of  the 
most  prominent  men  of  the  party  in  power,  pro- 
nounced in  favor  of  the  principle  of  removals  for 
opinion's  sake ;  nor  did  ihey  regard  the  qaestion  as 
of  any  jtuhHc  udereH  er  eoneem  /  Though  the  sac^ 
cesser,  brought  into  office  upon  the  ground  of  his 
mperior  fidelity  to  tbe  party,  had  turned  out  to  be 
a  knave,  and  had  actually  run  away  with  every 
cent  of  the  revenue  collected  at  bis  office  in  his 
pocket,  still  the  public  were  declared  to  bave  no 
intertst  in  the  principle  upon  which  the  appoint- 
ment had  been  made!  This  case  also  presents  a 
good  specimen  of  the  refinement  upon  simple  pro- 
scripUon  which  prevailed  with  ihe  late  Adminis- 
tration, in  the  footsteps  o(  which  the  present  one 
treads.  It  was  not  sufficient  that  a  roan  should  be 
a  friend  of  the  Administration ;  if  he  was  suspected 
of  lukewarmness  by  any  man  of  undoubted 
atandin«r  with  the  party,  it  was  enough  to  destroy 
him.  These  are  the  principles  upon  which  the 
appointing  power  has  been  exercised  in  this 
oonntry ;  and  this  tbe  manner  in  which  the  patron- 
age of  the  Government  has  been  distributed  for  the 
last  nine  years.  Is  it  any  wonder  that  the  loss  of 
millions  of  the  public  treasure  should  be  the  con- 
sequence? We  have  seen,  by  the  order  adopted 
in  the  committee  of  the  House,  how  the  further 
progress  of  the  inquiry  intothe  grounds  upon, which 
the  great  number  of  removals  in  tbe  Post  Office 
Department  was  arrested.  Further  inquiry  was, 
in  fact,  vseless,  if  the  priuciple  assumed  by  the 
committee  was  well-founded. 

I  am  not  willing  to  lay  aside  ibese  valuable  re- 
ports, wiihont  adverting  to  the  facu  which  were 
incidentally  brought  to  light  before  the  commiitee 
of  the  Senate,  relating  to  the  removal  of  Wyman, 
postmaster  at  Lowell,  Massachusetts,  and  the  ap- 
pointinent  of  Case.  It  belongs  to  a  alass  of  abuses 
which  are  now  well  known,  I  suppose,  in  every 
part  of  the  Union.  I  allude  t^  the  corruption  of 
the  public  press,  aad  th»  direct  connexion  which 
exists  between  the  Administration  papers  generally 
and  the  Post  Office  Department.  It  appears,  by 
the  report  of  this  committee,  (page  1 1,)  that  Wil- 
liam Wymflu,  an  honest  and  competent  postmaster, 
waa  removed  from  office,  on  the  recommendation 
of  the  '^Democratic  Committee",  of  Lowell,  with- 
out any  other  reason  being  assigned  ihan  that  he 
was  iu>t  a  friend  of  the  Administration,  and 
Eiiph^let  Case,  the  editor  of  the  Lowell  Mercury, 
h  paper  sealously  devoted  to  ihe  •  Administration, 
was  appointed  in  his  place.  It  was  a  condition  of 
this  appointment,  plainly  implied  in  the  arrange- 
ment made  between-  the  several  parties,  thai  Case 
should  continue  to  edit  the  Mercury  for  nothing, 
he  having  formerly  received  |300  per  annum  for 
that  service;  »nd  it  was  proved  that  he  complied 
with  his  bargain.  How  many  hundreds  of  worthy 
men  have  bNMu  removed  from  their  employment  in 
this  Department,  upon  pretences  and  suggestions 
equally  repugnant  to  leason  and  equally  corrupr, 
the  people  of  th\s  country  can  never  be  informed  \ 
for,-  while  the  evidence  was  in  existence,  the  Post- 
master General  either  refused  to  allow  the  papers 
in  his  oflStce  to  be  inspected,  which,  in  general,  was 
the  only  evidence  that  could  be  reached,  or  tbe 
party  in  the  majority  in  Congress  refused  to  iaves- 
tigate.  But,  sir,  the  door  which  might  once  have 
been  epened  upon  a  mass  of  evidence  and  proof  is 
how  closed  forever  1  The  papers  in  the  office  of 
appointments  have  been  consumed  by  fire!  Still 
enough  remains  to  stamp  with  &hame  and  dishonor 
the  diaracier  of  a  party  which  could  fanction  a 
principk^  80  intolerant,  so  tyrannical,  andsu  utterly 
subversive  of  all  public  virtue. 

It  is  a  fact  which  ought  to  be  more  publicly 
known,  that  he  who  is  now  President  of  these 
United  States  was  the  first  man  of  any  great  po- 
litical distinction  in  this  country  who,  as  a  party 
man,  openly  and  shamelei-sly  proposed  that  the 
Post  Office  Department  should  be  adminuttered 
upon  party  principles,  and  tbe  immense  influence 
of  tbe  appointing  power  connected  with  that  De- 
partnaent  shonld  be  prostituted  to  such  uses.  But 
tbta  fact  will  sufficiently  appear  from  the  corres- 
pondence which  took  place  in  1822  between  Mr. 
Tan  Baren  and  President  Monroe,  and  also  with 
Bfi.  MflifSi  thf  Postmaater  general,  upon  the  «ab- 


ject  of  vhe  appointment  of  a  postmaster  at  Albany, 
in  New  York«  There  every  observant  reader  will 
find  the  germe  of  the  spoils  system.  In  that  corres- 
pondence ii  will  appear  that  the  appointment  of  a 
political  partisan  was  claimed  as  a  matter  of  right 
on  the  one  side,  and  of  duty  on  the  other,  (the 
appointing  power,)  in  order  to  give  to  the  dominant 
party  in  New  York  the  advantages  of  a  political 
partisan  at  a  point  so  important  as  Albany ;  but  the 
patriotu<m  and  independence  of  Mr.  Monroe  and 
Mr.  Meigs  resisted  the  application.  They  refused 
to  act  upon  any  such  principles ;  and  when  a  man* 
was  appointed,  who  had  the  misfortune  to  be  a 
federalist  in  politics,  an  appeal  was  taken  from  the 
decision  of  the  Postmaster  General  to  the  People. 
A  public  meeting  was  held  in  Albany,  vindicating 
their  right  to  have  a  republican  appointed  to  the 
office  in  question,  and  calling  upon  the  President  to 
apply  tbe  constitutional  remedy  in  such  cases  for 
iheir  relief.  And  wlmt  do  you  suppose,  sir,  these 
republicans  meant  by  a  constitutional  remedy  in 
such  cases?  It  was  the  remedy  of  removal  from 
office  for  opinion^  sake ! 

But  to  return  to  the  Message.  YHiy  consume 
our  time  in  debating  tbe  remedies  proposed  by  the 
President?  Why  pursue,  with  relentless  vengeance, 
the  incumbents  of  snboniinate  offices,  particularly 
the  miserable  peculator  who  has  only  made  off 
with  a  few  thousand  dollars  ?  Why  pursue  such 
small  game,  when  the  great  delinquents  are  still 
allowed  to  revel  in  the  uninterrupted  enjoyment  of 
power,  possessing  neither  the  principles  nor  the 
capacity  to  be  useful  to  the  public,  and  daily 
abusing  their  trusts,  to  the  infinite  prejudice  of 
every  public  interest?  I  allude,  of  course,  te  the 
leading  Executive  chiefs,  and,  in  a  party  point  of 
view,  the  most  influenllat— -the  very  men  who  are 
the  original  and  responsible  authors  of  all  the  de- 
falcations and  abuses  committed  by  the  subordi- 
nates, to  whose  zealous  and  efficient  support  in  the 
public  elections  they  owe  their  own  elevation,  and 
without  which  aid  they  could  not  remain  a  single 
day  in  office,  but  for  tbe  impediment  which  the 
Constitution  interposes  to  prevent  their  immediate 
downfall.  I  repeat,  it  is  small  game  which  we  are 
pursuing,  in  an  economical  point  of  view.  I  had 
occasion  to  speak  of  the  defalcations  disclosed  in 
the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  made 
to  the  House  at  the  last  session,  and  I  made  an 
estimate  of  the  gross  amount  for  which  Hawkins, 
Harris,  Boyd,  Linn,  and  others,  wrjre  deficient,  and 
found  the  aggregate  about  |400,000.  If  we  set 
down  the  defalcations  of  Swariwout  and  Price  both 
at  a  million  and  a  half,  the  entire  sum  of  the  late 
defalcations  will  not  exceed  two  inillions — ^perhaps 
the  ultimate  loss  will  not  exceed  one  million  of  dol- 
lars. Now  I  conjure  honorable  members  to  reflect 
that  this  sum,  though  large,  is  but  a  fraction  of  the 
lo5»es  sustained  by  the  People  of  this  country  by 
defalcations  of  a  different  kind — by  defalcations  in 
capacity,  in  requisite  skill,  and,  above  all,  in  sound 
political  principles,  on  the  part  of  the  Administra- 
tion. Let  any  man  attempt  to  es':imate  the  actual 
losses  in  dollars  and  cents,  which  this  country  has 
sustained  by  an  incompetent,  unprincipled,  and 
electionecrmg  Administration,  and  he  will  at  once 
see  that  our  business  now  is  with  higher  game  than 
thait  upon  the  track  of  which  we  have  been  put  by 
the  President.  Without  pretending  to  estimate  the 
indefinite  injury,  the  hundreds  of  millions  in  losses, 
which  a  few  years  of  great  commercial  and 
financial  derangement  must  have  inflicted  upon  a 
great  nation  like  this,  let  us  take  a  more  practical 
view  of  the  subject.  Let  us  set  down  a  few  of  the 
leading  items  in  the  account,  which  ,  the  People 
may,  upon  clear  and  tangible  grounds,  state  against 
the  great  national  defaulters  to  whom  I  have  al- 
luded, and  who  have  not  been  removed  or  dismissed 
from  office. 

First.  There  was  the  Black  Hawk  war— a  war 
which  originated  in  the  sheer  neglect  and  culpable 
negligence  of  the  Administration,  and  which  cost 
the  country  3,000,000  dollars. 

Second.  There  was  the  late  Creek  war — a  war 
notoriously  caused  or  instigated  by  the  speculatois 
in  Indian  lands,  and  which  might  have  been 
averted,  but  for  the  imbecility  of  some,  and  the 
want  of  principle  in  others,  of  the  public  agents  in- 
trusted by  the  Adffliiusliatio|t  with  tl^e  cxecation  of 
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the  treaty  of  1833.  I  estimate  the  cost  of  that  war 
at  11,500,000. 

Third.  We  iliay  safely  tetimate  the  eitra  cost  of 
the  Klorida  war,  or  the  clear  ezceis  aboVe  what  a 
comprtent  and  faithfal  system  of  admtnisi ration 
woald  have  expended  on  this  war,  at  1 19,000,000. 
I,  sir,  predict  that  the  entire  cost  of  this  war  to  the 
country  will  net  be  less  than  |30,000,000.  And 
when  it  is  borne  in  mind  that  this  disastrous  war 
would  have  been  prevented  by  a  jadicioas  selection 
of  agents  in  the  management  of  the  Indians,  the 
charge  which  I  make  against  the  Administration  of 
an  excess  of  expenditure  upon  it  will  be  considered 
moderate.  This,  it  must  be  recollected,  was  purely 
an  Executive  war^-a  war  commenced  and  waged 
entirely  at  Executive  discretion.  Congress  Was 
only  appealed  to,  from  time  to  time,  to  vote  the 
sams  of  money  which  were  said  to  be  essential  to 
its  successful  prosecution ;  ancl  these  appeals  were 
often  made  after  the  troops  were  in  the  field,  and 
no  alternative  was  leA  hot  to  vote  the  money.  I 
take  this  occasion  to  remark  that  it  was  for  Voting 
for  such  appropriations  as  these,  and  occasionally 
for  large  sums  stipulated  in  Indian  treaties  ratified 
by  the  Senate,  that  the  Whigs  in  Congress  have 
been  charged  by  the  apologists  of  the  Administra- 
tion as  equally  to  blame  with  themselves  for  the 
large  expenditures  incurted  under  these  heads ;  but 
with  what  justice,  the  public  will  decide. 

Fourth.  The  Increased  cost  of  Indian  treaties 
and  Indian  emigration,  in  consequence  of  the  un- 
necessary mnltiplicaiion  of  rfilcers  and  agents  em- 
ployed, the  incapacity  and  dishonesty  of  many  of 
them,  and  the  general  want  ot  skill  and  fidelity  in 
the  so perin tendency— I  estimate  the  loss  under  this 
head  at  f  5,000,000  at  least. 

Fifth,  and  last.  I  wilt  mention  the  iiem  of 
$l,000,OCO,  which  the  country  has  been  taxed  with 
to  suppress  disturbances  on  the  Canada  frontier. 
Every  cent  of  this  expenditure,  I  maintain,  would 
have  been  saved  to  the  nation  if  the  President,  in- 
stead of  temporizing  and  waiting  to  see  what  public 
sentiment  would  be,  and  suffering  the  feeble  proc- 
lamations of  the  Governors  of  States  to  go  forth  as 
a  substitute  for  his  own,  had,  upon  the  first  indica- 
tion of  disturbances  in  that  quarter,  issued  such  a 
proclamation  as  he  has  only  done  wiihia  a  few  weeks 
past.  But,  sir,  that  did  not  suit  the  policy  of  an 
electioneering  AdmlnistraiioQ.  It  was  hazarding 
quite  too  much  to  take  ground  in  advance  of  public 
opinion  throughout  the  Union  ;  and  so  the  inhabi- 
tants on  the  border  not  being  advised  of  the  r*al 
intentions  of  the  Government,  many  of  them  be- 
came committed,  of  course,  according  to  their  na- 
tural sympathies  and  feelings,  and  the  national 
character  has  consequently  suffered  with  the  Trea- 
sury. These  few  items,  selected  only  because  Ihey 
are  the  largesi  and  most  obvious,  make,  in  the 
aggregate,  a  loss  of  upwards  of  $20,000,000. 

Let  us,  then,  instead  of  wasting  our  energies  in 
the  pursuit  of  small  defaulters,  direct  our  inqiiiries, 
and  point  the  indignation  of  the  country  against  the 
great  iflicial  delinquents — against  those  who,  being 
the  real  an;hors  ot  all  the  abuses  which  exist  in  the 
land,  still  bold  their  places,  and  arrogantly  seek  to 
gain  credit  with  the  People  by  proposing  remedies 
for  evils  of  their  own  creation.  This  country  is 
peculiarly  situated  In  reference  lo  a  weak  and  un- 
principled Administration.  In  England,  a  bad 
mini&lry  can  be  brought  to  the  bar  of  public  opin- 
ion at  cnce ;  and  upon  the  heel  of  any  great  official 
delinquency,  judgment  is  pronounced  upon  them, 
and  they  are  hurled  from  power  before  time  shall 
have  softened  public  indignation,  or  afforded  the 
offenders  the  opportunity  of  diverting  public  atten- 
tion to  some  other  subject.  Uere  it  is  only  at  stated 
times,  fixed  by  the  Constitution,  that  a  bad  Admin- 
t)»tration  can  be  brought  to  account,  or  be  removed 
from  iheir  places  *,  and  they  may  go  on  for  years 
in  a  constant  course  of  administrative  abuse  and 
imbecility — they  may  commit  the  grossest  infrac- 
tions of  the  Constitution  itself— they  may  prostitute 
the  patronage  of  the  Government  to  the  vilest  and 
movt  selfish  purposes,  and,  after  all,  escape  the  sen- 
tence of  an  injured  people.  Ample  time  is  afforded 
to  enable  them  to  court  and  flatter  when  they  find 
they  have  given  offence,  to  get  up  some  new  subject 
of  excitement,  and  turn  away  the  stroke  of  popular 
wrath  before  it  is  allowed  by  the  Constitution  to  fall 


upon  the  culprits.  1,  therefore^  admonish  the 
Opposition  in  this  House  not  to  be  too  sanguine  of 
(he  result  of  reiieat  developtoeats,  whatever  impres- 
sion they  may  make  for  the  present.  It  is  yet  two 
years  before  the  People  can  decide  finally  upon 
them ;  and  the  puny  defaulters,  whom  it  is  proposed 
to  pursue  and  bunt  to  destroetton,  will  soon  be  for- 
gotten. They  will,  at  best,  only  become  the  scape- 
goats of  their  superiors  in  station.  It  is  against  the 
principles  and  practices  of  the  Executive  Chief  him- 
self that  opposition  can  be  made  effective.  It  ia 
by  carrying  the  war  into  the  heart  of  power,  and 
exposing  the  defects  and  corruptions  which  exist 
there-^it  is  by  administering  a  corrective  to  the 
original  fountain  of  evil,  alone,  that  we  can  expect 
to  bring  about  real  reform,  and  confer  a  lasting 
benefit  upon  the  country. 

The  next  clause  of  the  Message  which  struck  me 
as  deserving  notice  is  in  these  words  t 

**  But  the  appointing  power  eannot  always  be 
well  advised  in  its  selections,  and  the  experience 
of  every  country  has  shown  that  public  officers 
cannot  always  be  proof  against  temptation." 

This  must  be  regarded  as  a  singular  and  precious 
admission^  coming  as  it  does  from  the  appointed 
successor  of  General  Jackson.  ¥niat !  the  EjeeciH 
live  not  infallible.  And  is  It  admitted,  at  last,  that 
there  are  abuses  in  some  branches  of  the  public. 
Service?  Truly,  public  officers  are  not  always 
proof  against  tetUptation,  nor  can  the  Extcutive  be 
always  well  advised  in  its  selections.  But  how  does 
it  happen  that  the  late  and  present  Administrations 
have  been  more  unfortunate  in  this  respect  than  all 
those  which  went  before  them  ?  That  is  the  ques- 
tion. How  does  it  happen  that  when  the  Executive 
has  lieen  well  advised )  how  does  it  happen  that 
when  it  has  been  advised  of  former  defalcation  and 
delinquency,  they  have  formed  no  objection  in 
making  its  selections,  as  in  the  case  of  Linn,  as  I 
nnderstand  that  case^  and  as  was  certainly  the  case 
of  a  late  district  attorney  in  Alabama  ?  Ill  does  it 
become  such  an  Executive  to  complain  ihat  it  can- 
not always  be  well  advised.  How  has  it  happened 
that  the  appointees  of  the  late  and  present  Admini^ 
trations  have  so  generally  given  way  when  exposed 
to  temptation  ?  I  answer,  because  both  the  advice 
and  the  selections  were  based  upon  false  and 
corrupt  principles  and  maxims.  Partisan  service 
and  party  fidelity  have  been  the  only  tests  of  fitness 
for  ofllce,  and  when  the  Executive  was  well  advised 
upon  these  points,  it  was  all  that  was  required* 

In  the  same  paragraph  every  well-informed  reader 
will  be  astonished  to  find  a  true  constitutional 
principle  connected  with  such  a  subject  recognised 
by  such  authority,  and  an  exhoitaion  to  Congress 
to  enforce  it. 

**  Congress,*^  says  the  Frtsident,  "cannot  be  too 
jealous  of  those  who  are  intrusted  with  the  public 
money,  and  I  shall  at  all  times  be  disposed  to  encour- 
age a  watchful  discharge  of  this  duty."  **  If  a  more 
direct  co-operation  on  the  part  of  Congress  in  the 
ftipervtsion  of  the  conduct  of  the  ofllcers  intrusted 
with  the  custody  and  application  of  the  public  money 
is  deemed  advisable,  it  will  give  me  pleasure  to  assist 
in  the  establishment  of  any  judicious  and  constitu- 
tional plan  by  which  that  object  may  be  accom- 
plished." 

Who  would  have  believed  that  we  should  have 
had  so  decided  and  unequivocal  a  recantation  of 
the  doctrines  applicable  te  this  subject  avowed  and 
so  successfully  maintained  under  the  late  Adminis- 
tration, and  that,  too,  by  a  man  pledged  to  walk  in 
the  footsteps  of  the  late  Executive  chief  7  That 
Congress  cannot  be  too  jealous  of  those  who  have 
the  custody  of  the  public  money,  is  frankly  admit- 
ted :  and  the  President  actually  tells  us  that  he  will 
encourage  the  exercise  of  that  duty !  But  he  earnest- 
ly recommends  a  direct  co-operation  of  Congress 
in  the  supervision  of  the  conduct  of  public  officers! 
This  naust  appear  incredible  to  those  who  have  l>een 
conversant  with  the  doctrines  of  the  pany  in  power 
for  several  years  past — but  nevertheless  it  is  true. 
Congress  is  actually  invoked  to  co-operate  with  the 
President  in  the  business  of  superintending  the  con- 
duct of  his  subordinate  oflScert  1  This  amounts 
almost  to  revolution.  Still  all  is  not  yet  tofit.  The 
President  further  submits  to  our  consideration-* 

**  Whether  a  committee  of  Congress  might  not 
be  profitably  employed  in  inapeoting,  at  tpch  int«r« 


vab  as  mifbt  be  deemed  proper,  the  al&iia  and 
ftccounts  of  oiBcers  intrusted  with  the  custody  of 
the  public  moneys."  •  •  "  They  might  report 
to  the  ExecnUve  such  defalcations  m  wcra  fomd 
to  exist,  with  a  view  to  a  prompt  removal  from 
ofllce,  unlem  the  default  was  satisfactorily  aooooni^ 
ed  for.** 

The  great  Demotsratic  party  maat  oeitamly  be 
confounded  by  this  last  proposition ;  or  is  iWa 
message  intended  to  be  a  new  confasaion  of  polilip 
cal  faith  for  the  whole  partyl  Congreaaisiiarqattvo- 
cally  invited  to  institute  investigations  iMo  the 
conduct  of  Exacntive  olBeera,  and  not  one  wmd  ia 
said  of  the  necessity  ot  specUicalioBa,  or  of  iaa- 
peachmenta,  as  conditions  fveeedent!  The  doo- 
trines  and  recommendations  of  this  part  of  the 
meamge  appear  to  me  to  he  so  entirely  repugnant 
in  every  partieolar  to  the  opiniona  and  scntiaKniB 
of  the  late  Picaident,  thai  I  am  tempiad  to  90  back 
to  the  mearages  and  other  state  papeis  rmanaiiag 
from  the  late  Administration,  and  to  trace  the  torn- 
trast,  that  we  may  see  what  the  creed  of  the  domi- 
nant party  is  to  be  for  the  fntnie. 

From  the  grant,  in  general  terms,  of  '*  the  Bc- 
ecntive  power**  to  the  Pieaident,  I9  tlv  r 
and  the  assignment  to  him,  m  the 
terms,  of  the  duty  of  taking  «*eare  that  Iha  lawa 
be  faithfully  eieented,"  and  the  tenaa  of  hia  wh 
of  ofllce,  by  whkdi  he  is  rftfuired  tO'  **  pNaeme, 
protect,  and  defend  ttia  Oonotitntion,'*  a  degree  of 
power  was  deduced  and  anogalad  m  the  BiaeMivt 
under  the  late  Admmittintion,  whieh  w»  tiwlj  ap* 
palling,  and  would,  if  soatained  bj  the 
inevitably  lead  to  despotic  power.  From  ilie  | 
of  the  **Bxeeaiitie  power,"  the 
claimed  the  exehuhe  direction  and  oantr(4  of  eveij 
thing  in  the  aflfairs  of  Govemmem,  in  ita  naouu 
executive  and  not  legislative.  It  bcimt  omde  hia 
duty  to  '*  take  care  that  the  laws  be  faithfally  cib- 
cuied,  and  to  preserve,  protect,  nad  defead  ihr 
-Constitution,*^  it  followed  that  thia  dntj  devoNai 
upon  him  egOmhteltft  and  Ihat  any  intarfcRnee  en 
the  part  of  Congtem,  with  a  mw  to  iha  aama 
object,  was  gratuitous  and  anosnatitvtiannl,  t 
in  the  discharge  of  the  duties  expreasly  nssigi 
it  in  the  Constitution.  He  abo  derived  fioss  the 
same  aource  th^  idea  of  his  tseiiniai  inipiBsibaiiy 
for  the  faithfhl  execution  of  the  lava,  nad  the  pn- 
servation,  protection^  and  defence  of  the  Coaamk* 
tion ;  and,  buildihg  upon  thia  foundation,  he  daimed, 
first,  the  right,  in  all  cases,  to  give  anch  eo 
tion  to  the  constitution  and  lawa  as  he  thoqg 
per;  for,  it  was  contended  it  would  be 
unreasonable  and  absurd  to  tBMke  any  aann,  or  any 


depactment  of  the  Government,  respanaible  for  ihs 
protecUon  and  defence  of  the  Gonstitntion,  and  te 
faithful  execution  of  the  laws,  aeiDordiag  to  ihc 
construction  of  any  other  departtneat,  or  an/  other 
tribunal  whatever.  Secondly,  he  mainmiaod  that 
every  oAorr  under  the  Qovemmcnt,  ezo^  ihs 
judges  of  the  courts,  were  only  instmaaeats  im  h» 
hands,  tsreated  for  no  other  purpose  bat  10  caahla 
him  to  execute  these  aolemn  oonstitntioaal  daiiea. 
From  henoe,  also,  was  deduced  the  doeuine  dmi 
the  supervision  of  the  conduct  of  all  pabiieaftofm 
was  the  sole  right  and  duty  of  the  Ezeeatiae.  From 
hence;  also,  the  deduction  was  nataial  and  cmf, 
that  the  Pmident  ought  to  be  altowed  aot  oaly  m 
select  all  the  instrumena  to  be  used  by  him  in  *a 
exeeuiion  of  the  laws,  and  for  the  preservaiioB  ef 
the  Constitution,  in  the  manner  provided  ia  the  Os»- 
stitution,  but  that  he  ought  to  have  tlie  foilhcf 
power,  not  given  in  the  Constitution,  of  setting  mak 
those  instruments  at  hia  discretion. 

If  these  doctrines  and  assumptiona  of  Eiecntifa 
duty  and  authority  do  not  present  a  perfect  sahsma 
of  despotic  powei^— if  they  do  not  aaftonnt  ••  a 
clear  and  substantial  oonoentration  of  all  power  in 
the  hands  of  one  man-.-l  have  no  eeaceptica  ef 
what  more  would  he  requisite  for  anch  a  eeaaam* 
mation.  -  If  any  one  of  these  powers  can  be  awi^ 
tained  in  the  extent  contended  for,  thea  tibe 
President  was  well  warranted  in  maiamininf  t 
.Congress  could  pass  no  law,  however 
devi6ed<*-adppt  no  form  or  inode  for  tlie~ 
safe-keeping^  or  disbursement  of  the  pahlaci 
whieh  eonid  deprive  him  of  the  actaal  eaaa 
dispoaitioa  of  them.  He  had  a  pcffect  liibi  li 
oonstder  not  oal^  tlie  Seeielai/  of  the  '~ 
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>iit  tbe  Bank  of  the  United  Stales  also,  as  his  mere 
Bstrament,  contriYed  with  a  yiew  to  enable  him  to 
Useharge  his  appropriate  dory  of  keeping  the  pablie 
nonejrs  safely,  and  paying  them  out  for  the  support 
>f  Oovemment,  according  to  his  own  constriiction 
>f  his  daiy  and  power  in  this  as  in  every  other 
>ntDch  of  Elxecutive  administration.  He  had  a 
igfat  to  dispf  nse  with  either,  or  both,  as  he  thought 
>roper.  According  to  the  same  theory  of  Ezeca- 
iive  poweis  and  duties,  the  attenipt  of  Ck>ngre8S  to 
iDTesttgate  the  condition  of  the  Executive  depart- 
nenla,  or  into  the  conduct  of  public  officers,  at  a 
ate  sessiion,  was  an  impertinent  intrusion  iniottat« 
CIS  that  concerned  others;  an  attempt,  in  fact, 
It  usurpation  on  the  part  of  Congress,  the  super- 
rision  gf  the  conduct  of  public  officers  being  an 
let  in  its  nature  Executive,  and  the  President  ^ing 
tiso  exclusively  xesponsible  for  the  conduct  of  all 
lie  departments,  and  all  public  officers. 

The  tremendous  power  of  removal,  claimed  with- 
nit  any  other  responsibility  than  that  which  attaches 
in  making  the  original  appointment,  under  the 
^wer  and  duty  of  teeing  that  the  laws  be  faithfully 
executed,  and  that  the  Constitution  be  preserved, 
a  also  well  founded,  according  to  these  views  of 
lie  extent  of  Executive  power.  And,  sir,  it  will 
be  found  that  all  these  extravagant  notions  ofEx- 
icative  power  were  sustained  by  the  majority  in  this 
Souse  during  the  late  Administration.  The  Post- 
naster  General  (Mr.  Kendall)  took  ground  boldly 
o  his  letter  to  the  investigating  committee  of  this 
abuse,  in  1636,  refusing  to  communicate  any  in- 
brinaiion  as  to  the  motives  or  reasons  upon  which 
le  had  removed  one  postmaster  and  appointed 
mother  in  his  place,  allqgiog  tha^  he  considered  it 
lis  duty  to  "regard  the  constitutional  limitations 
>f  power,  and  lo  give  the  information  required 
vonld  tend  to  subvert  them;^  and  this  doctrine 
vas  acquiesced  in  by  the  House.*  I  have  already 
vferred  to  the  opinion  of  andther  committee,  which 
ras  acquiesced  in  by  the  House,  that  it  is  ho  mis- 
lemeanor  in  the  Executive,  and  a  matter  of  no 
>«blic  interest  or  concern  whatever,  that  a  public 
)ffieer  should  be  removed  onaccount  of  his  politics. 
fhus,  sir,  was  a  system  of  tyranny  lately  upheld 
ind  established  upon  alleged  Constitutional  grounds, 
rhich  possessed  the  merit,  at  least,  of  consistency 
n  all  its  assumptions  of  power.  It  was  upon  the 
^ound  of  the  exclusive  responsibility  of  the  Ex- 
ecutive for  the  conduct  of  all  his  public  officers;  f>nd 
lis  absolute  power  over  them,  and  because  it  was 
ligbly  convenient  at  the  same  time,  that  when  any 
me  under  the  late  Administiation  ventured  to  find 
fault  with  any  subordinate  officer  of  the  Govem- 
nent,  the  answer  in  this  House  invariably  was, 
whj  do  you  not  attack  the  President  himselfl  He 
s  responsible  for  the  faithful  execution  of  the  laws. 
Why  do  you  not  have  the  manliness  to  attack  hkn 
lireetly,  who  is  an  antagonist  worthy  of  youl 
PIThy  do  you  seek  to  vent  3  our  hostility  to  General 
radnon  in  attacks  upon  the  officers  appointed  by 
ilm,  and  for  whose  good  conduct  he  is  bound  to 
inswerl 

'  But,  sir,  what  do  we  find  to  be  the  duties  of  the 

iresent  Chief  Magistrate  upon  these  fundamental 

loctrtnes  7  It  is  true,  sir,  he  is  silent  upon  some  of 

h«m,  but  we  may  justly  congratulate  ourselves  and 

he  country  that  the  proper  constitutional  rights 

ind  powers  of  Congress  over  the  public  treasure 

lave  been  fully  recognised  in  principle^  whether 

be  President  intended  to  go  that  length  or  not.    It 

5  of  no  use  how  to  inquire  under  what  ciicum- 

tanees  this  recognition  has  been  made.  The  power 

»f  Congress  to  inquire  into  and  supervise  the  con- 

ItDict  of  all  public  officers  we  also,  regard  as  yielded 

rithottt  limitation.  But,  above  all,  we  liave  reason 

o  rejoice  that  the  foundation  upon  which  that  most 

kIious,  mischievous,  and  despotic  of  all  powers, 

be  unlimited  power  of  removal,  has  been  main- 

ained,  is  removed.    I  am  far  from  thinking  that 

he  President  would  put  this  construction  upon  his 

>wn  Message ;  but  such  will  be  the  force  of  the 

>rinciples  he  does  admit.    The  doctrine  of  exclu- 

ive  duty  and  responsibility  in  taking  care  that  the 

aws  be  faithfully  executed,  aUd  that  the  Constitu- 

ton  be  preserve),  is  expr^^sly  abandoned.    It  is 

idmitted  to  be  both  the  r^j^t  and  the  duty  of  Con- 

resB  to  interfere  both  by  ^^^  eaactments  and  by 

liieet  supervision  of  tbe  CA^tict  of  public  officers. 


Again,  it  is  admitted  that  Execuiive  supervision  is 
incompetent  to  the  task  of  seeing  that  the  laws  be 
faithfully  executed  without  the  aid  of  Congress ! 
In  truth,  the  Execuiive  power  in  the  bands  of  the 
present  incumbents  is  proclaimed  by  the  President 
himself,  in  the  Message  befurjs  us,  to  be'  a  failure ! 
He  is  not  only  willing  to  divide  the  responsibility 
of  the  Execuiive  Department  with  Congress,  but 
he  admits  that,  without  the  co-operation  of  Con- 
gress in  the  discharge  of  Executive  duties,  the  pub- 
lic service  must  suffer.  There  is,  therefore,  no 
longer  any  plausible  ground  reniainiog  upon  which 
to  rest  the  unlimited  power  of  removal. 

But,  Mr.  Chairman,  while  I  applaud  the  candor 
of  the  President  in  making  the  important  admis- 
sions to  which  I  have  alluded,  I  cannot  agree  that 
his  proposition  ef  a  Congressional  committee  upon 
the  terms  he  suggests  is  entitled  to  be  treated  with 
equal  respect.  It  looks  as  though  he  wished  to 
stipulate  an  equivalent  fof  the  concessions  he  has 
made.  When  we  come  to  analyze  the  character 
aud  tendency  of  the  proposition,  nothing  could  be 
more  insulting  to  Congress.  In  the  first  place,  it 
appears  to  come  in  the  shape  of  a  boon — an  act  ef 
grace  and  favor  by  the  President.  Congress  may 
or  will  hereatter  be  permitted  by  the  Execuiive  to 
Institute  committees  of  inquiry  to  a  limited  extent ! 
Heretofore,  it  is  true  that  this  power  in  Congress 
has  been  actually  denied  ;  but  still  the  country  did 
not  acquiesce  in  the  prohibition,  and  the  President 
will  not  acquire  any  credit  for  conceding  to  Con- 
gress a  privilege  which  was  always  its  right,  pri- 
marily and  fundamentally,  But  this  is  not  the 
most  objectionable  feature  in  tbe  proposition.  If  I 
understand  the  natqre  of  the  duties  the  committee 
of  Congress  proposed  by  the  President  would  have 
to  perform,  they  would  be  the  mere  scavengers  of 
the  President,  compelled  to  grope  ^  their  way  into 
tbe  private  recesses,  the  inner  closets  of  suspected 
public  officers — ^pursuing  their  victims  through  all 
manner  of  tait^ted  and  infected  places,  oAen  bound 
to  disregard  every  feeling  and  sympathy  that  is  hon- 
orable to  our  nature,  dragging  to  light  the  conceal- 
ed and  veniial  weaknesses  and  aberrations  of  men 
standing  high  in  the  estimation  of  society,  and  who 
perhaps  are  still  more  honest  than '  their  neighbors 
who  have  ^never  passed  through  such  an  ordeal ; 
and- to  what  end  or  purpose,  at  last,  will  Congress 
have  descended,  to  take  upon  itself  as  one  of  its 
ordinary  duties  a  service  so  revolting !  Can  they 
give  effect  to  their  invesligaiion  ?  No;  they  cannot 
remove  a  single  officer.  Our  committees  will  only 
act  in  the  capacity  of  informers  and  catchpoies  for 
the  Execuiive ;  and  when  we  shall  have  presented 
a  wretehed  delinquent  to  the  notice  of  the  President, 
he  may  or  may  not  punish  him,  or  remove  him 
from  office,  at  his  discretion.  But,  besides  the  de- 
gradation, there  are  two  capital  objections  to  this 
plan  of  a  Congressional  committee,  founded  on 
higher  principles.  First,  the  entire  responnibihty 
of  seeing  that  the  public  moneys  are  in  safe  hands, 
and  that  the  public  officers  generally  are  honest  and 
capable,  will  be  shifted  from  the  President,  and 
thrown  upon  Congress.  Who,  a.Aer  such  a  system 
of  Congressional  supervision  of  all  public  officers 
shall  go  into  operation,  would  ever  dream  of  mak- 
ing the  President  responsible  for  any  defalcation  in 
subotdinate  officers  ?  It  would  be  said  at  once,  in 
answer  to  any  attack  upon  the  Executive,  that  It 
was  the  business  of  Congress  to  have  been  more 
diligent  in  their  inquiries  into  the  conduct  of  the 
defaulting  officer.  Secondly,  nothing  could  add 
more  to  the  influence  of  the  Executive  than  a  plan 
which  proposes  to  leave  him  in  the  full  possession, 
not  only  of  the  appointing  power,  as  heretofore  ex- 
ercised, but  of  the  power  of  disci  etiouary  removal  \ 
and  at  the  same  time  relieves  him  from  the  burden 
and  odium  of  official  scrutiny  into  the  conduct  of 
political  and  personal  favorites,  and  of  removing 
them  upon  his  own  suggestion.  He  would  thus  be 
left  in  tbe  full  possession  of  all  that  is  beneficent 
and  desirable,  connected  with  the  appointing  power 
and  the  distribution  of  Executive  patronage,  and 
relieved  of  all  that  is  ungracious.  When  he  would 
be  called  upon  to  remove  an  old  friend  and  partisan 
from  office  for  good  cause,  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee would  shield  him  from  any  uni'leasant  re- 
^nsibility  of  a  personal  nature.  Another  objec- 
tion to  this  plan  would  be,  that  Congxess,  from  its 


composition  and  coHstituiioUi  would  be  incompetent 
to  examine  and  supervise- the  conduct  of  public  of- 
ficers, as  a  regular  and  reliable  means  of  securing 
a  faithful  discharge  of  official  duly.  The  Execu- 
tive alone  is  competent  to  that  duty  m  general;  and 
if  Congress  should  undertake  it,  the  consequence 
would  be  greater  abuses  in  the  public  service  than 
ever.  In  my  opinion,  therefore,  when  either  Hoase 
of  Congress  shall  appoint  an  investigating  com- 
mittee, it  will  become  their  character  and  dignity 
to  act  independently  of  Executive  recommendation 
or  pleasure,  and,  standing  upon  the  high  ground  of 
constitutional  duty  and  privilege,  institute  inquiries 
at  their  own  discretion,  whenever  the  public  interest 
shall  appear  to  demand  them. 

There  is  but  one  other  portion  of  the  message 
upon  which  I  desire  to  make  a  few  remarks.  In 
tbe  argument  submitted  by  the  President  in  behalf 
of  his  favorite  sub-Treasury  scheme,  after  refer- 
ring, in  exaggerated  terms,  to  the  disasters  in  trade, 
the  reckless  speculations,  and  other  evils  incident 
to  imprudent  expansions  of  bank  credit,  and  tlien 
adverting  to  the  strong  interest  which  existed  while 
the  banlawere  the  fiscal  agents  of  the  Govern ment, 
that  money  should  be  accumulated  in  their  hands, 
he  makes  the  following  reflections : 

'*'  It  is  thus  that  a  concentrated  money-power  is 
tempted  to  become  an  active  agent  in  political  af- 
fairs, and  all  past  experience  has  shown  which  side 
it  will  be  arrayed.  We  deceive  ourselves  if  we 
suppose  that  it  will  ever  be  found  asserting  and 
supporting  the -rights  of  the  community  at  large, 
in  opposition  to  the  claims  of  the  few.*' 

**  Nor  is  it  tbe  motive  of  combinations  for  the 
acquisition  of  legislative  influence  to  confine  their 
interference  to  the  single  object  for  which  they 
were  originally  formed."  "  The  influence  in  »the 
direction  of  public  aflairs  of  the  community  at 
large  is,  therefore,  in  no  slight  danger  of  being 
sensibly  and  injuriously  affected  by  giving  to  a  com- 
paratively small,  but  very  efficient  class,  a  direct 
and  exclusi\e  personal  interest  in  so  important  a 
feature  of  the  legislation  of  Congress  as  that  which 
relates  to  the  custody  of  public  moneys.**  **  Laws 
acting  on  private  interests  should  be  confined  within 
the  narrowest  limits ;  when  not  thus  instituted,  they 
lead  to  eamhinattons  of  powerful  associations,  fostc  r 
an  influence  necessarily  selfish,  and  turn  the  fair 
course  of  legislation  to  sinister  ends.** 

I  am  persuaded,  Mr.  Chairman,  that,  if  the  Pre- 
Mdent  htti\  not  been  infatuattd,  absojuieiy  blinded 
by  the  strong  interest  he  feels  in  carrying  his  sub- 
Treasury  schema,  he  would  never  have  presented 
to  the  public  an  argument,  which,  when  ii  shall  be 
considered  in  connexion  with  the  true  state  of  the 
question,  will  appear  the  very  strongest  that  the 
opponents  of  that  most  mischievous  measure  could 
desire.  Who  is  it  that  tells  the  people  of  tbe  dan- 
ger of  a  concentrated  money-power  ?  Tbe  man 
who  directly  or  indirectly,  controls  an  annual  dis- 
tribution of  thirty  millions  of  dollars!  the  very 
man  under  whose  direct  and  absolute  control  it  is 
proposed  to  place  whatever  surplus  money  may  be 
in  the  Treasury  at  any  time,  thus  adding  to  his 
money-powec,  already  too  great  for  the  safety  of 
our  mstitQtions  ;,for  who  now  does  not  understand 
that,  by  the  established  doctrines  of  the  day,  no 
officer  can  be  authorized  by  law,  charged  with  the 
custody  of  the  public  money,  who  will  not  be  sub- 
ject to  the  absolute  control  and  direction  of  the 
President  ?  No  officer  caU  be  appointed,  according 
to  this  doctrine,  who  will  nut  always  feel  that  be 
holds  his  office  at  Execuiive  discretion  ;  nor  is  there 
any  power  in  Congress,  according  to  this  doctrine, 
to  protect  such  officer  against  the  arbitrary  and  cor- 
rupt interference  of  the  Executive.  Until  the 
power  of  lemoval  is  regulated  by  law,  this  must 
be  the  necessary  result  of  this  scheme ;  and  we 
find  in  the  bills  which  have  heretofore  been  pre- 
sented, no  provision  against  the  uncontrolled  exer- 
cise of  that  power  over  the  keepers'of  the  public 
money.  The  supervision  by  a  committee  of  Con- 
gress proposed  by  the  President  does  not  imply  any 
disposition  on  his  part  to  waive  the  va&t  power 
claimed  under  the  late  Administration,  of  assuming 
the  custody  and  control  of  the  public  moneys 
whenever  be  shall  think  it  expedient,  by  the  ei^er- 
cisc  of  the  power  of  removal. 

Bat  the  mere  custody  and  control  of  the  public 
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moneys  will  add  but  an  inconsiderable  dei^ree  of 
inAoence  and  power  to  the  Ezecutire  in  the  com- 
parison, when  we  reflect  upon  the  far  greater  scarce 
of  power  which  this  famoos  sob-Treasury  scheme 
proposes  to  vest  in  the  Presiident.  It  is  expressly 
avowed  in  a  subsequent  part  of  the  Message  that 
the  plan  of  the  sub-Treasury,  which  he  has  in  view, 
wiJl  not  preclude  the  Government  from  employing 
the  State  banks,  **  like  other  State  institutions.'* 
'*They  may  be  used  or  not  in  conducting  ibe  aflTairs 
of  the  Government,"  as  public  policy  or  convenience 
may  require.  Thusihe  monstrous  proposition  is 
entertained  and  attempted  to  <}e  carried  through 
Congress,  by  which  the  Administration  will  have 
eight  hundred  banks  once  more  invited  and  temp- 
ted to  vie  with  each  other  in  subserviency  to  power 
—in  such  a  course  of  conduct  as  will  conciliate 
the  Execative,  and  induce  it  to  vouchsafe  a  portion 
of  the  public  moneys  to  iheir  keeping  and  use  as 
heretofore.  But  it  is  not  by  the  principle  of  favor 
or  hope  alone  that  it  is  proposed  to  subject  all  the 
banks  and  the  whole  banking  system  to  the  influ- 
ence and  control  of  the  AdministratioU.  Fear  and 
the  principle  of  self-preservation,  in  general  much 
more  powerful  influences,  are  also  intended  to  be 
brought  into  active  use,  if  need  be.  It  can  be  de- 
monstrated that  if  the  sub-Treasury  system  is  esta- 
blished with  the  principles  which  prevail  in  this 
Administration,  no  bank  of  the  eight  hundred  now 
in  operation  in  the. United  States  can,  with  safety 
to  itself,  provoke  the  hrsillity  of  the  Administration, 
or  ever  I'ail  to  second  its  policy  and  support  its  in- 
terests; and  thus,  sir,  the  entire  money -power  of 
the  country,  public  Treaury,  banks,  and  ail,  will 
be  resolved  into  an  increase  of  Elzecnlive  patron- 
age. If  you  llsk  me  how  this  subjection  of  the 
banks  to  the  Administration  can  be  brought  about, 
I  answer,  in  a  manner  at  once  simple  and  efiective. 
The  Administration  will  only  have  to  select  some 
one  or  more  confident ialand  trust- worthy  partisans, 
who  they  shall  already  have  appointed  to  the  chief 
places  of  iru&t  in  the  sub-Treasury  scheme,  and 
mtimate  to  him  that  such  a  bank  requires  to  be 
dealt  with,  and  in  thirty  or  sixty  days,  at  furthest, 
its  work  is  done — ^it  will  be  discredited,  or  compelled 
to  wind  up  its.aflairs.  A  fund  of  llAy  or  a  hundred 
thousand  dollars  would  be  sufficient  in  most  cases ; 
in  some  others,  a  greater ;  and  in  some,  perhaps, 
the  temporary  use  of  half  a  million  woold  be  re- 
quired to  eflf  ct  the  destruction  of  the  obnoxious  in- 
stitution. How  perfectly  simple  and  easy  the  pro- 
cess of  fending  a  secret  agent  into  any  of  the  States 
of  the  West,  for  example,  with  some  few  hundred 
thousands  of  the  public  money,  or  with  anthority 
to  draw  on  some  Eastern  bank,  employed  to  dis;;oise 
the  source  of  the  attack ;  no  difficulty  will  exist  in 
exchanging  such  funds  at  any  time  for  the  local 
currency.  That  efiecied,  it  would  only^  remain  to 
convert  the  notes  of  the  several  banks  in  a  State, 
thus  picked  up,  into  the  notes  of  the  one  marked 
out  for  destruction ;  then  present  the  notes  thus  col- 
lected for  payment:  and  if  one  blow  thus  suddenly 
dealt  should  not  suffice,  repeat  it  until  it  could  be 
borne  no  longer.  He  that  supposes  such  a  scheme 
of  influence  and  intimidation  in  regard  to  the  Stats 
banks  whoily  improbable,  from  the  atrocity  of  the 
proceedings  necessary  to  accomplish  it,  knows  no- 
thing of  this  Administration,  its  policy,  its  principle?, 
or  its  practices.  All  this  may  be  done  in  a  manner 
so  stealthy,  that  no  Urace  of  Government  agency 
can  be  found,  even  by  the  proposed  Conf^ressional 
committee,  ia  the  whole  proceedinic*  The  Globe 
may  safely  assure  its  renders  that  the  Administration 
are  wholly  guilileics ;  but  the  sharpsighiedness  of 
tx^jy  bank  in  the  Union  will  see  whence  the  blow 
came,  and  they  would  govern  themselves  according- 
ly. Now,  let  an  honest  People  look  into  this  sub- 
I'ect,  and  inquire  in  what  quarter  they  are  to  appre- 
lend  the  existence  of  a  "concentrated  money-p«wer.'' 
In  whose  hands  it  will  be  "  tempted  to  become  an 
active  agent  in  political  affairs."  Will  the  interest 
of  <*  the  community  at  large,"  or  '^  the  claims  of 
the  few^,"be  most  apt  to  prevail  in  such  hands? 
Who  are  they  who  would  be  most  apt  to  form  '*  pow- 
erful associations,"  to  "  foster  an  influence  nece&* 
sarily  selfish,  and  turn  the  fair  course  of  legislau'on 
to  siniyter  ends."  Again,  who  are  they,  as  a  class, 
whose  private  interests  are  to  be  most  promoted  by 
this  measure  1   Who  are  the  "  few"  whose  interests 


are  most  Miciy  lo  be  s  »ppori»d  at  the  expense  of 
*'  ihecomniunily  at  \.\x%i^  V^  I  auswt  r  all  these  ques* 
tioDscontidfiiilytaad,  1  tru>t,sau<factorily,  by  point- 
ing to  the  po:>yes»oi«  oi  official  station  and  power— th0 
officeholders — tho2>e  whose  salaries,  whose  influence 
and  consideration  in  society  depend  upon  remaining 
in  office.  This  is  the  tribe  most  concerned  in  the 
establishment  of  the  sub-Treasury. 


SPEECH  OF  MR.  BELL. 
Of  Tenkessee. 
/n  the  Houu  of  Representafi  c«,  IfeJacsdoy,  FtkiMWf 
27,  1839~On  Uie  civil  and  diplomatic  appropri- 
ation bill. 

Mr.  BELL  said  he  had  intended,  if  the  public 
business  had  permitted,  to  submit  his  views  upon 
several  important  subjects  connected  with  the  Ex- 
ecutive administration  of  the  Government  before 
the  bill  passed  from  the  committee  into  the  House; 
but  he  had  become  saiisfied  that  it  was  his  duty  to 
forbear, -whatever  reasons  of  a  personal  nature 
might  urge  him  to  do  so.  If  any  member  of  the 
House  owed  it  to  himself  to  vindicate  his  course 
against  attacks  which  had  in  a  variety  of  ways 
been  made  upon  it  in  (hat  House^  he  (said  Mr.  B.) 
might  claim  the  indulgence  of  th^  House  for  that 
purpose.  The  views  he  bad  submitted  on  the  Mes- 
sage at  an  early  day  of  the  session,  had  not  only 
been  replied  to  with  great  freedom  and  latitude  of 
remark,  bat  w^ih  much  unfairness  and  acrimony. 
Still  he  had  thought  it  of  more  consequence  that 
certain  bills  upon  the  Speaker's  table,  and  other 
mea.<-ures  should  be  taken  up  and  acted  upon,  than 
that  he  should  occupy  the  time  of  tli& House  ia  re- 
plying to  gentlemen  who  had  spoken  against  and 
at  him  in  the  several  discussions  which  had  inter- 
vened since  December. 

Mr.  B.  said  that  he  would  now  ask  the  indulgence 
of  the  House  for  a  very  short  time.  He  had  both 
a  general  and  a  special  object  in  view  in  rising  to 
say  a  few  words  l>uK  ^  it  might  not  be  in  order  to 
present  the  vie  vis  he  desired  upon  the  particular 
amendment  under  consideration,  he  would  move  to 
strike  oat  the  enactiiig  clause  of  the  bill. 

[After  the  question  was  staled  f>om  the  Chair 
upon  this  motion,] 

Mr.  Bell  resumed.  He  said,  the  particular  ol>> 
ject  he  had  in  view  was  to  correct,  so  far  as  re- 
garded himself,  an  impression  which  appeared  to 
prevail  relative  to  the  vote  of  the  House  upon  the 
resolution  of  the  gentleman  f^om  Virginia,  [Mr. 
Mallory,]  directing  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to 
lay  before  the  next  Congress  a  plan  for  the  reoiy 
eanizaiion  of  the  Navy  Department.  Many  per^ 
.<;(>hs,  both  in  and  out  of  the  House,  had  taken  up 
the  impression  thfit  a^l  those  who  voted  for  the 
resolutioTi  had  adopted  the  argument  and  concurred 
in  the  statements  made  in  favor  ef  the  motion  to 
strike  out  the  appropriation  to  pay  the  salary  of 
the  Cnrami.ssion'Ts  of  the  Navy  Board,  and  con^ 
sequent ly  were  prepared  lo  dispense  with  the  Board 
for  the  fuiiare.  For  one,  (said  Mr.  B.)  I  beg  leave 
to  disclaim  the  intention  imputed  to  me  in  this 
rejsprcY.  However  plausible  the  inference,  it  is 
not  well  founded  in  regard  to  myself,  and,  I  be- 
lieve, with  regard  lo  many  others.  (  desire  to  sute 
that  I  was  hy  no  means  satisfied,  from  any  thing 
ur^ed  in  the  di.<ci]ssion,  that  the  present  organiza- 
tion of  the  Navy  Department  is  defective,  or  that 
the  present  condition  of  that  branch  o(  the  public 
yervice  is  justly  attributable  to  the  existence  of  the 
NavyBoard;  but  it  was  a  sufficient  reason  with 
rric  lo  support  the  proposition  for  a  report  from  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy  upon  the  proper  organiza- 
tion of  that  Department,  that  many  gentlemen, 
some  of  who5e  opinions  arc  entitled  to  much  re- 
spect, stated  th^ir  strong  conviction  that  the  present 
organization  was  radically  defective.  I  was  wil- 
ls n:^  to  hear  what  the  Secretary  had  to  say  upon 
the  subject,  and  what  he  would  consider  an  im- 
provement in  this  branch  of  the  ptibllc  service.  I 
was  then,  as  I  hope  I  sh^Il  always  be,  prepai'ed  to 
be  guided  by  sufficient  facts  and  reasons,  and  to 
sustain  whatever  plan  may  appear,  upon  full  ex- 
amination, to  be  for  the  good  of  the  service.  But 
there  was  apart  of  the  reasoning  employed  by  gen* 
tiemen  in  support  of  the  motion  to  strike  out, 
which  I  intended  to  disclaim  at  the  time,  had  not 


the  debate  terminated  abruptly  by  the  withdrawal 
of  the  motion. 

One  of  the  principal  arguments  advanced  by  ^ 
gentleman  from  Michigan  [Mr.  CaAar]  who  Aade 
the  motion,  and  by  othersy  was,  that  the  Navy 
Board,  by  being  compoeed  of  more  than  one  mem- 
ber, admitted  of  no  adequate  responsibility;  there 
was  DO  head — ^there  was  no  individnal  aooounta- 
biliiy;  and  it  was  to  this  caoie  that  were  to  be  re- 
ferred all  the  miscarriages  and  gross  blnDders  which 
had  marked  the  administration  of  that  Depwi- 
ment.  To  ihu  c^ojt  was  attributed,  in  the  aigm- 
ment,  the  shameful  nusmanagement  of  the  Explor- 
ing Expedition,  aa  well  as  every  other  abase  ad- 
mitted to  exist  in  that  branch  of  the  service.  I 
apprehend  theee  views  are  foonded  opoa  a  total 
misconception  of  the  law  and  of  the  powers  vctfed 
in  the  Navy  Board.  If  am  not  grossly  miiitalim, 
the  Commissioners  of  the  Navy  Board  ha¥e  no 
uncontroilahle^or  discretionary  powers,  bat  are  ia 
all  their  leading  duties  subject  to  the  authority  and 
control  of  others.  When  it  is  said  that  there  is 
no  responsible  head — that  there  is  noindiviciial 
responsibibty,  and  that  all  the  abases  in  this  De- 
partment are  to  be  aiicribed  to  this  board,  I  ask 
honorable  gentlemen  to  inform  the  Hooae  what 
disposition  they  have  made  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navyl  What  aie  Jbis  powers?  What  Ais  daties 
and  responsibility?  Is  he  not  a  unit?  Lihenot 
that  very  luad  which  they  9o  much  desire?  And 
if  he  is  not,  what  else  is  be?  And  afain,  what  has 
become  of  the  President  of  the  United  States^  the 
Executive  bead  of  the  Government— he  dm 
whom,  in  the  language,  and  according  to  the  m- 
trines  of  the  day,  rests  the  entire  and  exclusive  re- 
sponsibility of  the  whole  Execative  Admini<:tiatiM? 
I  contend  that  there  is,  first,  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy,  who  is  the  head  of  the  Navy  De^anmeai, 
and  who  is  responsible  to  this  House  and  to  the 
country  for  the  proper  and  faithful  admioistratioa 
of  that  Department;  that  he  has,  by  law,  the  ooo- 
trol  of  the  Navy  Board,  and  that  he  is»  and  oqght 
to  be,  responsible  for  its  conduct  I  assert,  in  the 
second  place,  that  the  President  himself  is  lespei 
sible  for  the  condact  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Kavy, 
and  for  the  proceedings  of  the  Navy  board  abo. 
The^  is  then  no  deficiency  in  the  legal  and  oomi- 
tutional  provisions  to  secure  a  proper  individoal 
responsibility.  The  want  of  this  leaponsibaity  is 
certainly  not  the  source  of  the  evil  whidi  all  admit 
exists.  What  is  the  most  probable  aonrce  of  te 
evil,  I  will  attempt  to  point  ont  before  I  sit  down. 

It  is  a  remarkable  circa oistanoe,  that  not  one  v( 
the  several  genUinnea  who  pressed  the  Dceesaty  of 
dispensing  with  the  Navy  Board,  and  dwelt  with  » 
much  earnestness  upon  the  wretched  conditioD  ef 
the  Navy,  made  the  slighte&t  reference  to  they 
ble  imbecility  and  incapacity  ot  those  genti 
who  have  for  years  presided  over  that  Depanmeat 
No  exception  whatever  has  been  taken  to  the  qoa- 
lifications  or  competency,  of  any  of  the  late  Seere- 
taries.  But  the  facts  stated  by  the  gentleman  from 
Michigan,  [Mr.  Caiar,]  coming  from  the  aoont 
they  do,  are  entitled  to  the  particular  aiteatioB  cf 
the  House  and  the  country.  No  one,  no  mailer  »• 
what  political  party  be  may  belong,  will  etmifi 
that  gentleman  with  a  design  to  do  injostiee Isihi 
existmg  Administration,  or  to  the  party  which  has 
been  in  power  during  the  last  ten  years;.  No  eas 
will  question  either  his  orthodoxy  or  ibe  tnA  ef 
any  statement  he  makes,  which  ia  in  any  wayw- 
favorable  to  the  interests  of  his  poUtkal  f  ' 
I  am  glad  I  can  Uke  my  /eels  from 
Unquestionable.  If  I  had  ventored  lo  md 
statements  he  h&s  furnished  us  with,  they 
have  been  denied  and  denounced  by  f>nr  half  the 
country  as  the  ofispring  of  disappointed  i 
and  party  rancor*  'That  gentleman  told 
after  th^  expenditure  of  millions  upon 
upon  the  Navy,  it  was  still  in  n^  hetm  < 
than  it  was  at  the  close  of  the  late  war !  b  I 
true,  kill  FoL  one,  I  do  not  gainsay  or  < 
truth  of  the  statement.  The  genUeman 
also;  with  the  same  propriety  and  tnuh^ 
stated  that,  although  the  late  and  the 
mjnistraiions  owed  their  existence  to 
nation  of  the  P^ple  to  provide  _  _ 
and  elTeciive  Administration,  and  one  i 
supply  the  defeeCB  and  Correct  the 
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their  predieessois,  it  wa»  alleged,  had  permitted  to 
prevail  in  every  braoch  of  the  public  eerWce,  yet, 
aHer  an  experiment  of  ten  years,  and  an  increased 
espenditnre  upon  the  Navy,  it  was,  in  the  year 
1839,  in  no  better  plight,  scacoely  in  any  one  re- 
spect, than  it  was  in  the  year  18S9. 

The  gentleman  ffom  Miohigaft  made  another 
atalemem,  for  which  I  am  obliged  to  him,  for  it  re- 
fcned  to  a  period  and  a  crisis  in  onr  affairs  which 
was,  at  the  time,  held  np  as  of  the  utmost  interest 
and  delicacy.  I  aUade  u>  the  period  of  1935-6, 
wh0ii  it  was  saj^wsed  hf  many  that  we  were  upon 
the  eve  of  a  war  with  France.  The  course  of 
some  of  my  political  friends,  together  with- my  own 
at  that  penod,  was  violently  aauLiled  by  oar  oppo- 
Bcnis.  The  gentleman  from  Michigan  hascon- 
ifsaed,  by  his  statement,  all  that  I  either  said  or 
did  or  thought,  in  reference  to  the  oondnot,  or 
miker  to  the  gross  and  cnlpaUe  negligence  of  the 
Rxecntive,  in  all  that  concerned  the  public  defea- 
cesy  and  especially  that  most  important  ot  all— the 
lavy— at  that  pedod.  The  gentleman  from  Michi- 
gan now  admits  ttat,  when  it  appeared  probable 
IhaC  we  might  be  suddenly  involved  in  a  war  with 
Vnuiee,  and,  he  might  have  added,  when  a  war 
mith.that  power  was  provoked  and  even  desired  by 
waay  inflaential  though  reckless  partisans  of  the 
Administration,  the  Commissioners  of  the  Navy 
Board  wero  called  upon  to  state  the  actual  strength 
and  condition  of  the  Navy,  and  what  number  of 
vessels  eould  be  sent  to  sea  in  the  event  of  imme- 
diate war;  and  the  reply  was,  that  no  more  than 
one  Irigate  and  two  smaller 'venels  were  then  fit 
for  immediate  servioe,  nor  could  any  considerable 
addition  be  made  to  them  within  the  year  I  I  ma^ 
now  state  that  I  was  informed  by  a  gentleman  of 
skill  and  science  in  the  profession  of  arms,  at  the 
period  alluded  to,,  that  a  single  French  frigate  skil- 
fally  managed  could  have  burned  or  laid  under 
•aatribution  any  of  our  richest  and  most  populous 
seaport  towns.  The  gentleman  from  Michigan 
ailght  aJsQ  have  informed  us,  had  bis  attention 
been  directed  to  that  pact  of  the  public  defences, 
thai  there  was  seareely  a  gta  mounted  in  any  one 
of  the  fortifications  along  our  extensive  seaooast  at 
the  period  in  question;  not  even  upon  those  which 
were  intended  to  protect  oar  naval  stations ! 

We  are  now,  sir,  supposed  by  many  to  be  i^pon 
the  eve  of  a  war  with  another  great  nation.  I  hope, 
sir,  it  will  be  found  upon  inquiry  that  onr  rulers, 
prufiting  by  the  experience  of  the  defenceless  con- 
dition in  which  the  country  was  found^t  the  period 
alluded  to,  have  diligently  and  snooessfoUy  applied 
tbcmselves  to  supply  the  former  deficiencies.    I 
liope  it  will  be  found  that  the  fortt  designed  for  the 
protection  of  the  principal  towns  upon  the  Atlao- 
tiCy  and  upon  which  so  many  millions  of  the  pab- 
lie  treasure  have  been  expended,  have  been  sap- 
plied  with  some  considerable  portion  of  the  requi- 
aate  armament;  and  that  a  laige  proportion  of  our 
ahips  of  war  may  be  got  ready  for  service  in  a  rea- 
sonable time;  but  that  this  arm  of  the  national  de- 
iemee  will  ba  found  to  fall  far  beluw  the  just  expec- 
imtAone  of  the  public,  the  members  of  this  Hon?e 
mrc  now  well  advised.    I  trust  I  am  not  guilty  of 
assjr  indiscretion  in  speaking  of  the  dilspidated  coa- 
diuoa  of  the  public  defences  ^ost  now.    All  that  I 
koow  upon  this  subject,  and  all  that  1  now  state  le- 
meetiog    it,   all  the  world   may  know,   and  all 
lamC   are     concerned   to   know   their    condition 
loabtless  do  know  quite  as  much  as  myself..   If 
wm  are  to  have  a  war,  Mr.  Speaker— if  we  mutt 
SAwe  a  war  to  maintam  the  honor  of  the  country 
sod  the  integrity  of  our  territory,  for  <  ne,  however 
ASich  I  deprecate  such  an  event  at  this  time,  1  do 
soc  fear  the  issue  of  it.      Whatever  msy  be  the 
le/caceless  condition  of  our  interior  frontier — how- 
rwer  anprotected  the  most  important  points  upon 
liar  Atlantic  coast  may  be — whsteraer  may  be  the 
Lisordercd   condition  of  our  finances — however 
r^ak  and  incompetent  those  public  servants  may 
1^,  who  are  constitutionally  assigned  to  the  chief 
a9«etio&  of  public  affairs  for  the  present;  and  I 
v-iJl  a«ld,  whatever  disasters  may  and  probably 
r«9ald  befall  our  arms  by  sea  and  b;y  land  during 
a«  first  years  of  the  war,  yet  the  spirit  and  the  re- 
MBfues  atUl  abound  in  ibe  coaWy  to  surmount  all 
H^aaa  adsrenss  ckcumsisooea  jo  omr  cenditioa,  and 
^^'      the  war  toaMcde^^  aad  gloiioos   ter- 


mination, iiut  this  cniifideDCe  ^hall  not  restrain 
me,  nor  should  it  restrain  any  portion  of  the  conn- 
try,  from  holding  th  :se  to  a  ju»t  accountability  who 
have  exposed  it  to  temporary  disaster  and  defeat. 
As  to  the  conduct  of  the  Pre^idenl  since  the  recent 
disturbance  upon  the  Northeastern  boundary,  and 
the  general  tenor  of  the  message  of  yesterday,  1  am 
free  to  say  that  I  find  nothing  to  disappsove  in 
them;  but  I  cannot  concur  with  the  gentleman 
from  South  Carolina  [Mr.  Thompson]  in  the  un- 
qualified approval  which  he  gave  to  the  entire 
course  and  conduct  of  the  Administration  in  the 
management  of  this  delicate  and  important  subject. 
While  I  approve  heartily  the  recent  course  of  the 
President,  1  can  see  just  cause  of  censure  m  his  past 
conduct.  I  remember,  sir,  when  the  bill  for  the  in- 
crease of  the  army  was  under  consideration  near 
the  close  of  the  last  session  of  Congress — a  bill 
which  I  opposed  as  ill-digested — and  when  I 
urged  that  the  public  interest  would  be  promoted 
by  the  postponement  of  the  subject  until  the  pre- 
sent session,  it  was  strongly  urged  on  the  other 
sifje,  by  the  gentleman  from  Maine,  [Mr.  EvinsJ 
and  others  frotti  that  section  of  the  country,  that 
the  passage  of  the  bill,  at  that  time,  was  demand- 
ed by  the  most  powerful  considerations  growing 
out  of  the  excited  state  of  the  population  on  the 
Northern  frontier,  and  particularly  on  the  ground 
of  the  circumstances  which  constantly  threatened 
the  peace  of  the  country  on  the  Northeastern  boun- 
dary. It  was  earnestly  pressed  upon  the  House 
that  the  few  regular  troops  stationed  upon  that 
frontier  were  altogether  insufficient  to  suppfvss  the 
disorderly,  and  to  prevent  the  occurrence  of  hos- 
tile collisions  between  the  inhabitants  of  the  two 
countries,  which  might  involve  us  in  a  war  when 
we  least  suspected  it,  and  when  we  might  be  whol- 
ly unprepared  for  it.  The  very  crisis  which  was 
then  predicted  as  the  probable  consequence  of  the 
continued  neglect  of  the  Gtovernment  to  provide  an 
adeqiute  military  force  upon  that  boundary,  is 
now  actually  precipitated  upon  us  by  the  recent 
conduct  of  the  Qovernor  of  Maine.  I  have  a  strong 
impression  that  it  was  urged  in  debate,  upon  the 
army  bill,  that  one  of  the  new  regiments  proposed 
to  be  raised  was  Intended  to  be  employed  upon  the 
Maine  frontier.  I  am  very  ceruin  that  such  an 
idea  prevailed  in  the  House,  and  contributed  in  no 
small  degree  to  pass  the  bill;  and  I  call  upon  the 
gentleman  from  Maine  [Mr.  Evans]  to  state,  in  his 
place,  if  he  did  not  urge  the  passage  of  the  army 
bill  ai  ^c  last  session  on  .  the  ground  I  have  jast 
stated. 

.  [Mr.  Evans  said  he  did  not  remember  that  he 
bad  stated  in  debate  his  expectation  that  a  regiment 
would  be  added  to  the  small  military  force  then 
stationed  near  the  disputed  boundary,  but  he  did 
take  great  interest  in  the  passage  of  the  army  bill 
upon  that  ground;  and  he' did  so,  because  he  under- 
stood from  the  Secretary  of  War  that  it  was  his  in- 
tention, if  that  bill  passed,  tq  station  a  regiment 
there,  in  which  he  (Mr.  E  )had  been  disappointed.] 
I  was  not  mistaken  (said  Mr.  Bkll)  as  to  the 
substance  of  what  was  stated  in  the  deba-e  on  the 
Army  bill;  and  upon  these  fleets,  I  submit  to  this 
House,  and  to  the  public,  whether  the  Adminis- 
tration has  any  right  to  claim  an  exemption  from 
all  censure  in  the  past  management  of  this  busi- , 
ness.  The  danger  is  now  imminent  that  we  shall 
be  involved  in  an  immediate  war  with  a  nation 
which,  of  all  oiheis,  we  have  ihe  least  will  and  the 
greatest  power  to  do  us  misahief,  whien  once  the 
die  shall  be  cast,  and  a  war  shall  be  actually  kin- 
dled up  between  the  two  countries;  and  this  dsnger 
is  the  result  of  the  failure  of  the  President  to  pro- 
vide an  adequate  military  force  upon  the  exposed 
frontier.  This  neglect  would  be  more  excusable 
if  the  country  was,  in  any  respect,  prepared  for 
war;  but  when  i^  finances  and  every  branch  of 
the  public  service  are  in  the  utmost  disorder,  such 
negligence  becomes  of  serious  consequence  to  the 
country,  and  justly  merits  public  censure.  Even 
now,  sir,  if  the  Executive  branch  of  the  Govern- 
ment commanded  that  respect  and  obedience  which 
are  constitutionally  due  to  its  authority  and  influ- 
ence, a  war  need  not,  and  would  not  be  the  conse- 
quence of  the  recent  disturbance  on  the  Maine 
boundary;  but  what  ground  of  confidence  can  we 
have  that  the  authority  of  the  President  will  be 


duly  exercu«ed,  when  we  reflect  upon  the  course  of 
the  Administration  in  similar  exigencies  for  several 
years  past?  The  same  imbecility,  the  same  ab- 
sence of  the  requisite  and  ministrative  skill  and  en- 
ergy which  have  allowed  the  public  defences  to  lie 
neglected,  the  public  finances  to  be  thrown  into- 
disorder,  and  every  branch  of  the  public  service  to 
become  paralyzed  by  abuse,  are  well  calculated  to 
cut  off  all  hope  of  a  due  and  vigorous  exercise  of 
authority  in  the  present  emeigencyi.  This  reflection 
brings  me  to  the  consideration  of  a  point  I  most  de- 
sired to  bring  to  the  notice  of  the  House  when  I 
rose;  that  is,  the  real  source  of  these  evils. 

I  had  intended,  Mr.  Speaker,  to  move  the  com- 
mittee to  strike  from  the  bill  the  salary  of  the 
Charge  d^ Affaires  at  Naples,  [Mr.  Throop,]  and  to 
make  that  motion  the  occasion  of  expressing  some 
general  views  connected  with  the  abuse  of  the  ap- 
pointing power.  1  mean  no  disrespect  or  dispa- 
ragement 10  the  Court  of  Naples  by  making  an  ex- 
ample of  our  representative  at  that  Court,  f  had 
selected  him,  not  as  the  most  prominent  object  of 
attack  which  the  list  of  our  public  officers  affords, 
but  as  the  most  proper,  under  all  thecircungstances, 
for  my  purpose.  If,  sir,  the  practice  prevailed 
here,  which  is  often  exercised,  yith  good  effect,  in 
the  House  of  Commons  of  Qreat  Britain,  after  the 
proceedings  of  yesterday,  (the-  message  on  the  re- 
cent disturbances  on  the  Maine  boundary  was  read 
and  discuNied  on  that  day,)  the  first  motion  maMe 
in  the  House  this  morning  would  have  been  for  an 
address  to  the  President  upon  the  expediency  of 
forming  a  more  efficient  Administration.  Certain- 
ly, in  the  present  crisis,  no  motion  is  called 
for  by  so  many  important  ^considerations; 
but  it  seems  that  a  practice  of  advising  the  Pre- 
sident in  the  choice  of  his  ministers  has  never  been 
thought  safe  or  expedient.  The  Executive  is  sop- 
posed  to  have  an  existence  so  separate  and  indepen- 
dent of  this  House,  that  any  attempt  to  control 
him  in  the  exercise  of  his  constitutional  powers  is 
thought  to  be  of  dangerous  example.  But  is  not 
this  a  defect  in  our  practice,  or  in  our  system  of 
Government?  Ought  there  not  to  be  a  more  direct 
sympathy  and  co-operation  between  the  two  de- 
partments of  the  Government,  in  order  to  effect  the 
very  objects  of  the  institution  of  both?  They  are 
necessary  constituents  of  the  same  Government- 
parts  of  the  same  unit  There  must  be  harmony — 
a  jjenersl  corrfspondcnce  of  views  in  the  policy 
and  djsignv  of  both,  or  they  can  never  act  with  the 
best  effect  for  the  country.  The  President  must, 
for  many  and  most  important  purposes,  be  regard- 
ed as  the  head  of  the  Gtovernmenii  he  is  in  for 
four  years;  we  cannot  remove  Aim,  however  defec- 
tive in  skill  and  ability,  except  by  impeachment^ 
a  mode  of  redress  against  a  President  which  is  now 
never  thought  of,  and  might  as  well  be  stricken 
from  the  Constitution  It  would  then  seem  to  be 
necessary  that  we  should  resort  to  some  other  re- 
medy within  our  reach — some  substitute  for  the 
power  of  removal — some  mode,  at  least,  of  mak- 
ing known  to  the  President  the  sentiments  of  the 
country  and  the  House  itself,  in  a  form  that  could 
not  be  altogether  disregarded.  Some  such  mods 
of  redress  is  inaperioo^ly  demanded  by  the  cir- 
cumstances of  the  country  at  this  moment.  Mof^t 
we  continue  patiently  and  quietly  to  behold  the 
most  important  inlerests  of  the  country  sacrificed*^ 
the  whole  power  of  the  Government  falling  into 
contempt  and  disuse,  at  the  very  moment  when  its 
control linir  authority  and  influence  are  most  re- 
quired by  the  state  of  our  affairs?  I  ask  the  House 
to  consider  how  long  this  state  of  things  shall  be 
allowed  to  continue  before  it  may  become  expe- 
dient to  deny  appropriations  f^r  the  payment  of  sa- 
laries to  ministers  notoriously  and  grossly  deficient 
in  the  qualifications  e¥9ential  to  the  performance 
of  the  duties  of  their  stations.  I  have  made  no 
motion,  nor  had  I  intended  to  m^ke  a  motion  of 
that  nature,  with  a  view  to  pres^  it  to  a  decision, 
because  I  did  not  suppose  that  public  sentiment  or 
the  sentiment  of  this  House  was  ripe  for  such  a 
proceeding.  I  selected  an  inferior  officer  as  the 
sub j vet  of  a  motion  upon  which  I  might  express 
these  sentiments;  and  I  did  not  wish  to  discrimi- 
nate between  the  higher  functionafies,  though  it  is 
well  kttowfi  that  many  in  that  rank  might  have 
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been  selected  as  fit  sabjecis  of  soch  a  motion  with- 
out any  injustice  to  their  characters. 

But,  Mr.  Speaker,  there  is  evidently,  from  some 
cause,  an  increasing  debility  in  the  Executive, 
which  embarrasses  and  paralyzes  him  in  the  exer- 
cise of  his  constitutional  duties,  if  he  possessed  the 
disposition  to  perforin  them  with  proper  energy. 
There  may  be,  there  is  such  a  thing,  both  in  theory 
and  in  fact,  as  a  Gtovemment  possessing  all  the 
power  and  influence  requisite  to  perpetuate  itself, 
and  all  the  abuses  engendered  by  it,  for  a  series  of 
years,  and  yet  incapable  of  performing  any  one  of 
the  great  and  beneficent  ends  of  its  establishment; 
a  Government  strong  only  in  upholding  itself,  and 
weak  and  contemptible  when  \U  authority  is  in- 
yoked  to  control  those  ebullitions  of  passion  and 
irregular  movements  which  oAen  infect  whole 
communities,  i^n<l  which,  if  not  restrained*  lead  to 
disorganization  or  to  revolution.  Such  a  Govern- 
ment will  in  the  end  cease  to  command  the  respect 
of  any  portion  of  the  people,  and  consequently  will 
be  quietly  dissolved,  or  give  place  to  despotic  rule. 
I  do  not  mean  to  slate  that  the  po  vers  of  the  Fede- 
ral Government  ought  to  be  enlaiged,  or  that  any 
ameni|iDent  of  the  Constitution  is  required  to  make 
the  Government  more  efficient.  The  clear  powers 
given  by  the  Conatitution  are  wise  and  ample,  they 
only  require  to  be  employed  and  executed  with  due 
energy  when  the  occasion  for  their  exercise  arises. 
But,  sir,  will  any  man  undertake  to  maintain  that 
the  civil  authority  and  influence  of  the  Federal  Gk>- 
yerament  is  felt  or  duly  respected  upon  any  of  your 
exposed  and  excited  frontiers?  You  have  in  fact 
no  Government,  no  law,  in  those  very  emergencies 
where  Government  aad  law  are  most  required ! 
What  has  be^  the  history  of  the  country  in  this 
respect  for  several  years  pasil  What  is  its  actual 
condition  nowl  A  general  spirit  of  disorder  and 
insubordination  has  notoriously  prevailed  for  years, 
in  consequence,  iu  part,  no  doubt,  of  the  general 
difl'uaion  «if  the  feeling  which  dictated  the  senti- 
ment embraced  in  the  celebrate<^  saying,  **I  take 
the  responsibility.**  The  moral  power  of  Govern- 
ment and  of  law  has  ceased  to  have  the  slightest 
effect;  and  the  wishes  or  recommendations  of  the 
Chief  Magistrate  of  the  country  have  no  weight 
where  they  do  not  happen  to  accord  with  the  pas- 
sions and  interests  of  those  to  whom  they  are  ad- 
dressed. Witness  the  actual  preparation  for  war 
between  the  State  of  Ohio  and  the  Territory  of 
Michigan  a  few  years  ago.  There  was  an  instance 
in  which  the  President  had  only  to  speak  his  fiat, 
and  all  would  have  been  peace  and  order  instead 
of  those  hostile  movements  on  both  sides,  which 
were,  under  the  circumstances,  a  great  disparage- 
ment to  our  system.  I  repeat,  that  the  President 
had  only  to  command  his  own  ministerial  func- 
tionaries, and  the  country  would  have  been  spared 
the  mortification  of  such  occurrences;  for  the  Exe- 
cutive functionaries  of  Michigan  were  but  the 
ministers  at  will  of  the  President,  and  the  entire 
Government  of  Michigan  was  then  but  an  emana-. 
tion  of  Federal  power;  yet  the  President,  prompted 
by  those  interests  and  feelings  of  mere  party  which 
are  rapdly  supplanting  every  higher  motive  of  ac- 
tion in  the  public  councils,  despatched  a  special 
mibsion,  an  embassy,  to  negotiate  with  those  whom 
he  had  the  authority  to  command;  those  whom  his 
own  adherents  admit  and  assert  he  had  a  right  to 
remove  from  their  stations  for  a  mere  diflfereoce  in 
political  principle ! 

We  had  disturbances,  also,  upon  the  Mexican 
frontier,  before  the  revolution  in  Texas  was  com- 
plete; the  came  the  disorderly  movements  upon  the 
Canadian  border;  but  in  neither  ease  were  iheiaWs 
at  all  respected,  or  the  authority  of  the  civil  magis- 
trate either  seen  or  fell.  Not  only  the  public  laith 
and  honor  were  openly  infrin^d  and  violated,  but 
the  peace  of  the  country  was  absolutely  endangered 
by  the  absence  of  all  restraint  on  the  part  of  the 
Govern  men  t»  It  is  true  that,  after  the  excite- 
ment on  the  Canada  boundary  seemed  to  threaten 
an  immediate  rupture  between  the  United  Stales 
and  Great  Britain,  and  after  the  Governors  of  the 
adjoining  States  had  been  prevailed  upon  to  issue 
their  feeble  proclamations  in  vain,  the  President 
did  come  forth  with  a  proclamation,  which  con- 
veyed the  first  authentic  intelligence  to  our  ciii- 
lens  that  the  Administration  at  Wasbingtoii  did 


not  iriif  nd  to  connive  at  their  irregularities  in  giv- 
ing aid  io  tlie  insur^ctiis  in  Canada  coniniry  to  the 
obligaticns  of  exi&iiiig  troaiies  aud  the  law  of  na- 
tions. From  the  s^me  time  f:<*rving  and  election- 
eering timidity,  on  the  pan  of  the  Executive  branch 
of  the  Ooverriroent,  we  are  every  day  exposed  tu 
the  danger  of  being  involved  in  war  with  the  nume- 
rous aud  powerful  tribes  of  Indians  on  our  Wes- 
tern frontier.  To  show  in  what  little  respect  and 
consideration  the  authority  of  the  Government  is 
held  on  the  frontier,  I  ask  the  attention  of  the 
House  to  an  extract,  which  I  propese  to  read,  from 
a  recent  message  of  the  Governor  t  f  Wisconsin  to 
the  Territorial  Legislaiart: 

"I  would  Buggest  the  proprioiy  or  memorlallcing  the  War 
Depariment,  requetting  that  a  thousand  stand  of  armi,  one* 


halfritles  and  the  other  muskets,  witli  fixed  ammunition  pre. 
pared  lor  them,  should  be  forwarded  to  Port  Crawford  as  early 
in  the  season  as  the  navigation  of  the  Misaiaaippi  will  permit: 


i/i«  aruis  to  he  subject  to  my  orders  in  etue  o;  emergency." 

**riicse  pccaulionary  measures  I  deem  of  the  first  mportance 
to  as^iurc  the  removul  of  the  Winnebago  Indiana  earljr  in  the 
spring,  to  prevent  intrusions  on  the  property  of  the  lh>ntier 
settlers,  and  to  prceervo  peace  with  the  Indians pn  our  iMrders; 
and  unless  f  he  Quvernrnttnt  takes  the  proper  steps  to  ^set 
tk^ir  1  emoval  early  in  the  springy  IwiU  assume  the  respon-' 
sibility  of  raising , a  mounted  volunteer  corps  of  riflemen 
(and  heaa  them  in  person)  su^SctefK  to  ^ec/  their  removal 
jfr om  this  Territory^"  ^-c. 

No  doubt  the  object  the  Governor  has  in  view, 
in  taking  this  course,  is  praiseworthy;  his  motive 
is  doubtless  good,  and  tlie  expediency  of  removing 
the  Winnebagors  may  be  unquestionable;  but! 
refer  to  the  Message  to  show  wiili  how  little  cere- 
mony the  auihority  and  influence  of  the  Fede- 
ral Government  is  set  aside  by  its  subordinate 
functionaries.  Here,  sir,  it  is  manifest  that  the 
country  is  in  danger  of  having  a  war  kibdled  upon 
its  Northwestern  border,  in  which,  besides  the  sa- 
crifice of  lives,  the  blood  and  carnage  necessarily 
incident  to  a  contest  with  the  fierce  tribes  of  that  re- 
gion, millions  of  the  public  treasure  must  be  ex- 
peatied,  and  all  in  consequence  of  the  general  pre- 
valence of  the  opinion  that  public  o/Scers  as  well 
as  private  ciiizeus  are  justifiable  in  assuming  **the 
responsibility"  wiih  or  without  proper  authority, 
whenever  great  interests  andWre&t  ri&k  to  the  actors 
are  involved  in  the  issue.  We  shall  see  how  this 
business  will  terminate,  whether  the  President  ef 
the  United  Stales  or  the  Governor  of  Wisconsin 
will  bear  sway. 

But  there  is  another  evil  consequence  growing 
out  of  the  conduct  and  policy  of  the  Government 
in  this  respect,  which  I  wish  to  bring  to  the  notice 
of  the  House.  I  speak  of  an  administfalion  of  the 
Government  which  acts  with  so  much  promptitude 
and  energy  iu  every  thing  that  relates  to  the  acqui- 
sition and  distribution  of  patronage,  or  when  these 
h'^h  and  commanding  qualities  are  called  for  in 
the  removal  of  a  public  officer  whose  political 
piinciples  arc  suspected,  but  is  yet  so  feeble  and 
powrrJf ss  in  whatever  concerns  the  public  peace 
and  prosperity.  When  any  disturbance  arises 
upon  the  frontier,  or  any  exertion  of  superior  skill 
and  tale.t  is  reqaired  in  the  emigration  of  an  In- 
dian tnt)e,  t^e  civil  magistrate  and  superintendent 
— the  appropriate  lieutenants  of  a  Government  of 
law — the  law  itself,  apd  all  the  moral  influences  .o( 
establi.shed  Govtrnment,  are  tto  longer  felt  or  re- 
lied upon.  The  public,  in  all  such  casev,  have 
their  fears  and  apprehensions  quieted,  by  seeing  it 
announced  that  sot.c  military  chief  of  discretion 
and  Dveighi  of  character  is  charged  with  the  duty  of 
pacification  and  conciliation  I  Our  commanding 
generals,  in  some  ca^es  rei^imental  officers,  become 
the  only  efficient  agents  in  the  execution  of  the 
jaws.  The  civil  magistrates,  the  civil  adtpinistra- 
titm,  a>o  actually  in  contempt  in  every  quarter 
where  they  should  be  most  fell  and  respected,  and 
the  bayonet  threatens  every  where  to  become  the 
arbiter,  when  the  personal  infiuence  and  harangues 
of  commanding  colonels  and  generals  shall  fail  to 
enforce  obedience  and  acquiescence.  The  truth  is, 
sir,  that,  without  perceiving  it,  we  are  rapidly  ap- 
proximating a  crisis  vihich  will  have  a  strong  ten- 
dency to  settle  forever  the  problem  of  free  Govern- 
ment. Can  a  popular  icpreseotative  system  be 
maitttained?  Is  a  due  degree  of  e0iciency  and 
energy  in  such  a  Government  compatible  with  the 
constant  dependence  of  the  Administration  upon 
popular  influence  and  support? 

How  it  has  happened  that  so  much  debility 
should  be  manifest  in  the  ezexcisc  of  constltatioaai 


authority  and  influence  by  the  Federal  (Sovernme&t 
at  this  period,  and  bow  chit  state  of  things  shoaU 
succeed,  or  rather  accompany,  the  taigbeat,  most 
arbitrary,  and  unquestionable  excrciK  of  power  by 
the  Bxtcntive,  in  maiiera  connected  with  the  pub- 
lic treasure  and  public  patronage,  eversoooeaafDfly 
dared  by  a  President  of  the  United  Stales,  ahookl 
excite  inquiry  in  the  mind  6f  every  patriot  in  the 
land..  8och  a  combination  of  debilitf  and  eneigy 
is  not  the  reanlt  of  accidental  clrcuaHtnnees;  nor  is 
it  a  re«nlt  without  a  canst.  There  »,  there  nnrt 
be,  some  existing  and  operative  cause  at  te  loan- 
dation  of  alt  this — one  which  is  either  new  in  the 
operation  of  our  ^stem,  or  which  is  onl  j  now  faliy 
developed. 

There  is,  Mr.  Speaker,  a  canes,  ezisiiii^,  and 
flagrant  in  its  operation,  folly  adeqnnle,  in  my 
judgment,  to  produce  soch  n  resdlt— fully  ade- 
quate to  generate  the  whole  amount  of  evil  which 
now  afliicts  the  country.  The  President,  the  head 
of  the  Pxecutive  branch  of  the  Gomramenf,  is 
elected  by  a  emiiMef  between  men  who  are  assodal- 
ed  upon  principles  which  have  no  manner  of  re- 
ference to  any  particular  political  system— no  one 
set  of  political  principles  more  than  another;  and 
henoe  they  are  men  who  are  more  apt  to  be  lotally 
indifferent  to  the  public  welfare,  or  the  stability  of 
our  form  of  Government,  than  other  portion  oC  the 
community.  The  political  agitators  and  leaden 
throughout  the  States  combine  to  make  a  Presidcttt 
upon  the  principle  of  mntnal  favor,  patrouage, 
and  support.  They  give  their  uiflneooe>  and  en- 
trap the  people  into  his  support,  by  aaeribing  joit 
such  principles  and  intentions  to  him,  from  time  to 
time,  as  suit  the  exigencies  of  the  case,  and  fe,  oa 
his  part,  is  to  provide  for  all  his  aetiTe  followers 
To  consider  the  public  ofliees,  and  alt  the  favoiv 
of  the  Qovernment,  as  public  spoil,  to  be  thus  dis- 
tribute d»  was  first  a  stipulation  in  the  compact  be- 
tween the  parties,  and  thence,  of  necessity,  H  be- 
came an  anicle  in  their  political  creed;  proscrip- 
tion is  only  the  necessary  eonnier|iart  of  this  stipu- 
lation, and  is  not  practised,  in  general,  froa  aay 
bad  feeling  towards  the  proscribed.  The  obliga- 
tion on  the  part  of  the  President  to  provide  for  Ui 
active  supporters  is  binding  equally  opon  his  htmar 
as  upon  his  interests  and  prospects.  If  he  sImnU 
fail  to  perform  bis  part  of  the  contract  in  this  r^ 
spect,  he  would,  for  that  eanse,  be  instaady  de- 
serted: the  obligation,  like  theoadiof  alleg^nee, 
ismutnal— eackpoHytftoandtogwe  prwtedSm  ^ 
Hipp€fi  to  the  9iker,  When  all  the  nuosl  inponsBi 
official  stations  are  filled  upon  such  principies— 
when  every  branch  of  the  civil  c^dmintstratioo  of 
the  Government  is  committed  to  the  managemeit 
of  men  thus  selected,  what  ground  of  hope  does  cr 
can  exist,  of  a  better  sUte  of  things  than  now  ua- 
hsppily  prevailsT  Is  it  not  clear  that  no  one  ef 
these  clamorous  or  efii^ient  partisans  will  or  eaa 
ever  forget  ihat  the  President  is  the  work  of  he 
own  creation?  Or  can  ibe  President  himself  safely 
forget  that  he  owes  his  station  to  the  services  of  the 
men  good  or  bad,  who  now  fill  the  pnWic  ofiee^ 
And,  is  it  not  equally  clear  that  a  Prestdent  elecfed 
ttpbn  such  principles  can  never  safely  venlare  e 
turnene'of  his  followers  out  of  office,  exceptor 
9omehrtaeh  ^Urmt,  or ^Iktrmudarummttr  im  grm  k 
kedUgumdortmiu&iedfromtkep^lMcf  Merttnc^- 
gence,  however  gross,  or  imbcc^tjr  in  ofiee,  eai 
never  be  a  cause  of  removal.  If  a  lemoval  fcr 
any  other  cahse  than  I  have  supposed  ii  r  m  wiir 
by  such  a  President,  it  will  be  of  some  poorftilsw 
who  has  lost  his  power  to  be  senrloenb^  lo  the  pv- 
ty,  and  who  will  then  be  told  that  he  is  to  ge  out 
upon  the  principle  of  rotation  in  ofilce,  in  cfder  •» 
let  in  some  follower  who  has  not  received  his  pre- 
mised reward.  Under  the  administratioa  of  a  Pic* 
sident  elected  upon  the  principles  1  have  staled,  ihe 
power  of  appointment  and  removal  can  only  be 
exercised  to  advance  party  objects  and  iadivtel 
aggrandisement,  such  is  the  inevitaHle  result  eftta 
nature  and  object  of  the  compact  upon  whU  he 
was  elevated  to  power. 

I  had 'selected  case  the  of  the  Cfaai^  d*Aih«sat 
the  court  of  Naples  as  a  striking  Uiwummii 
these  views.  Mr.  Throop,  a  devoted  paiii—  d 
the  President,  filled  the  statk>u  of  naval  ottnsr  sf 
the  port  ofNew  Toikfrem  1899  to  Maith,  m 
aplaoeofooasiderable  pn»ftt  and  li%h 
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bilitj.  It  appears  from  the  informaiion  which  has 
been  laid  on  our  tables,  and  by  the  coDclnsive  ar- 
gamenlof  my  friend  fiom  Ohio,  [Mr.  Bond,]  that 
the  defalcaiioD  of  the  laie  ooliecior  of  New  York 
coold  not  have  occurred  but  by  his  connivance, 
or  a  total  neglect  of  ihe  duties  of  his  office.  Next 
to  the  collector  himself,  this  man,  then,  stands  Le- ' 
fore  the  pablic  as  the  mi>st  culpable  of  all  the  sub- 
ordinate  officers  of  the  Government;  yet,  it  seems, 
he  had  interest  enough  at  court  to  escape  the  storni 
which  he  must  have  known  would  soon  break  over 
his  bead  in  America,  by  getting  a  high  official  sta- 
tion abroad.  He  was  either  piivy  to  the  defalca- 
tion of  the  late  collector,  or  he  must  be  regarded  as 
one  of  the  most  lucky  mr n  of  the  age,  to  get  so 
well-timed  a  transfer  from  New  York  to  Naples. 
There,  it  appears,  he  is  deemed  worthy  to  remain, 
afier  all  the  late  disclosures  of  his  misconduct.  He 
is  an  existing  and  striking  example  of  the  way  in 
which  the  spoils  system  operates*.  A  faithless,  or, 
at  all  events,  a  most  worthless  and  negligent  pub- 
lic servant,  orginally  appointed  to  a  responsible  and 
profitable  station,  without  any  particular  merit  or 
qualification,  after  being  the  culpable  cause  of  the 
lo&s  of  more  than  a  million  of  dollars  to  the  public 
Treasury,  is  promoted  to  a  still  more  desirable  sta- 
tion, and  is  thought  to  .  be  a  fit  and  worthy  repre- 
sentative of  the  character  and  principles  of  this  Qo- 
vernmentaia  foreign  court.  I  do  not  recognise  the 
principle  of  rotation  even  in  this  proinotion.  It  is 
lingular  that  two  such  important  offices  in  succes- 
lion  should  be  conferred  upon  a  man  ^f  no  higher 
merit,  even  in  a  party  point  of  view;  but  what  his 
services  may  have  been  in  that  respect,  we  do  \w\ 
know.  It  would  be  an  instructive  labor  if  any  one 
vere  to  inquire  and  inform  the  public  of  the  whole 
Qomber  of  officers  who  are  retained  in  office  for 
Ihe  same  reasons  thai  Mr.  Throop  is  now  enjoying 
one — to  the  utter  neglect  and  contempt  of  the  cha-. 
racter  and  interest  of  the  country. 

The  evil  of  this  system  of- appointment  and  re- 
moval has  been  increasing  since  the  year  1929.    It 
las  been  signally  exemplified  in  each  great  branch 
9f  the  public  Service  in   the  meantime;  each  has 
raccessively,  or  rather  cotemporaneously,  fallen 
into  disorder  and  dilapidation:  yet  the  public  (such 
las  been  the  extraordinary  fermentation  of  party 
Ming  and  prejudice)  do  not  appear  to  be  con- 
iciotis  of  the  cause  of  the  public  niischief.    The 
iboses  and  corruptions  of  the  Post  Office  Depart- 
nent  first  attracted' the  public  notice,  bat  not  until 
ifter  they  became  so  enormous  thai  concealment 
rom  Che  most  simple  and  ignorant  was  no  longer 
ioesible;  but  the  authors  of  the  mischief  had  the 
iddress  to  make  the  public  believe  that  all  the 
ibnses  which  had  recently  cOme  to  light  in  that 
>epartment  were  the  result  of  had  lawi  and  a  de^ 
IteUva  organizalion!    Some  new  laws  were  passed, 
aid  a  man  of  great  industry  and  considerable  bu- 
ioess   qoalificaiioDS  succeeded  to  the  head  of  that 
department,  but  a  man,  at  the  same  time,  no*o- 
ioas  as  a  bitter  and  virulent  pattisan;  and  it  >et 
amatDS  to  be  seen  whether  the  public  will  have 
.nj  reason  to  rejoice  in  the  change.    I  pa&s  over 
he  gros4  abuses  m  the  Indian  service  and   in  the 
Danagement  of  the  public  lands  as  too  notorious 
nd  flagrant  to  require  further  reference  to  them,  in 
rder  to  impress  them  upon  the  minds  of  those  who 
re  not  blinded  by  their  interests  or  party  attach- 
lents.     For  a  like  reason  I  pass  over  the  succes- 
ive  blunders,  impostures,  and  frauds,  exhibited  in 
le  managiement  of  the  Treasury  I>epartment;  the 
linos t  irretrievable  and  sunken  condition  of  the 
lULiic^es,  and  the  miserable  devices  which  have 
een  adopted  to  screen  the  true  condition  of  the 
^reasory  from,  public  observation.    These  things 
re  now   becoming  so  familiar  that  they  cease  to 
e  the  sabject  of  more  than  ordinary  notice  and 
oaeein,   much  less  of  surprise.    It  mast  not  be 
>rgotten,    however,    that  in    all    these    various 
ranches  of  the  public  service,  not  excepting  the 
'reaaory  itself,  whatever  abases  have  been  dis- 
losedf  the  invariable  pretext  set  up  by  those  who 
ave  the  management  of  ti^^^  js,  bad  laws  and  a 
*;/teli»c  orgtmixaiUm!    Bo^    i,^  prostrate  and  imbe* 
A«  condition  of  the  arony  '  ^g  longer  and  better 
mcealed.    The  omses  ^»    ^  i^d  to  its  prostration 
k1  utter  inefficiene/sreV^*'j^jit  little  known  in 
ecoiuitrf,nor  bM^^ifAi^^  0$f  to  attempt  to  no* 


tice  them  in  detail.  The  public  has  been  informed 
of  the  actual  state  of  ibis  branch  of  the  service  at 
an  expen.*-e  of  twenty  millions  of  dollars!  The 
Florida  war  revealed  not  only  to  ourselves^  bat  to 
the  whole  world,  the  decaytd  and  wretched  condi- 
tion of- the  military  establishment  of  the  United 
Stales.  But  what  ought  to  excite  the  surprise  and 
indignation  of  the  whole  country,  the  authors  of 
the  n.ischief  in  this,  as  in  other  cases,  had  the  har- 
dihood last  year  to  come  forward  and  charge  the 
whole  default  to  had  lawi  and  a  defective  organizar 
Hon!  We  have  heard  only  a  few  days  ago  fiom 
the  supporters  of  the  Administration,  whose  opi- 
nions and  statements  will  not  be  questioned,  that 
the  navy  is  in  no  better  condition  than  the  other 
department.^  of  the  public  service,  and  that, 
after  the  annual  expenditure  of  millions,  it  is  not 
at  all  improved.  Now,  sir,  after  this  enumeration, 
I  ask  honorable  gentlemen  to  inform  me  what  re- 
mains of  the  Qovernmsnt,  or  of  the  public  service, 
which  can  be  said  tp  be  in  a  prosperous  condition, 
or  which  is  well  administered?  Every  important 
department  of  the  public  service  has  been  admitted 
by  the  supporters  of  the  Administration  to  be,  or 
to  have  been,  deranged  and  to  abound  in  abuses, 
yet  the  sole  cause  assigned  for  these  universal  dis- 
orders, all  these  abuses,  is  bad  laws  and  a  defective 
ors^anization'  It  would  seem  to  me,  sir,  that,  by 
this  lime,  all  mankind  ou^ht  to  see  that  the  detect 
i<s  neither  in  the  laws,  nor  in  the  particular  organi- 
zation which  does  or  has  prevailed  in  these  various 
departments  cf  the  public  iervice,  but  in  the  admi- 
nistrators. But  while  the  people  continue  to  be  de- 
luded with  the  story  that  the  public  service  and  the 
public  interest  of  every  description  are  a  continual 
prey  to  bad  laws  and  a  bad  organization  of  the  se- 
veral Departments,  is  it  not  to  be  feared  that  they 
will  soon  be  led  to  inquire  whether  there  must  not  be 
something  radically  wrong  and  defective  in  the 
form  and  organization  of  that  system  of  Govern- 
ment which  permits  so  many  bad  law«,  and  adopts 
so  many  defective  plans  for  conducting  the  public 
business?  Rely  upon  it,  sir,  this  is  the  point  te 
which  we  are  hastening.  If  the  paity  in  power 
shall  continue  to  act  upon  the  system  of  fraud  and 
plunder— if  the  spoils  of  office  shall  continue  to  be 
the  watchword  of  their  partisans  every  where,  as 
heretofore,  the  public  service  must  continue  to  suf- 
fer— the  public  interest  must  continoe  to  be  sacri- 
ficed, an  I,  in  a. few  years,  the  question  will  be  di- 
rectly presented,  whether  onr  system  of  Govern- 
ment must  not  undergo  a  radical  change.  Instead 
of  new  laws  and  a  n^w  organization  for  the  regu- 
lation of  the  public  business  in  the  various  depart- 
ments of  the  public  service,  the  cry  will  be  for  a 
new  and  reformed  system  of  Government — a  new 
Constitution,  or  none  at  all,  and  let  the  people  be, 
as  they  should  be  at  all  times,  and  onder  all  cir- 
cumstances, sovereign,  and  the  judges  and  dicta- 
tors of  what  should  be  done  in  every  emergency 
without  the  trammels  of  constitutional  limitations 
and  restrictions  on  their  will — the  cunning  inven- 
tions of  the  aristocracy  to  secure  their  separate  ad- 
vantages and  privileges!  I  repeat  sir,  that  "to 
this  complexion  we  must  come  'at  last,'*  if  the  pre- 
sent state  of  things  continues  many  years  longer. 
There  are  men  desperate  and  reckless  enough  to 
bring  the  public  mind  to  this  i^sue,  before  they  will 
consent  to  abandon  power,  or  re«iffn  their  present 
prospects.  A  mercenary,  a  feeble,  an  inefficient  and 
corrupt  Administration,  can  and  will  do  more  to 
bring  our  system  of  Government  into  disrepute 
with  the  people,  than  all  other  causes  put  together. 
Such  a  cau»eof  disparagement  now  exists,  and  new 
and  ^strange  fancies  and  apprehensions  begin  to  in- 
trude themselves  into  men^  minds,  but  they  are 
not  now  coh^^cious  to  what  results  they  may  yet 
lead  the». 

The  po^er  which  the  Constitution  and  laws  pro- 
uide  to  secure  a  faithful  and  efficient  administra- 
tion of  the  vaiious  departments  of  the  public  service 
is  now  rendered  powerless,  except  for  evil.  The 
gentleman  from  Michigan  (Mr.  Crart,)  plainly 
tells  us,  and  with  the  approbation  of  his  party,  that 
the  power  of  removal  for  opinion*s  sake  ought  to 
be  more  rigidly  and  extensively  exercised  than  it 
is,  not  for  the  purpose  of  securing  a  more  faithful 
and  able  performance  of  official  daty — no,  not  one 
word  on  that  point— bat  to  secure  the  ascendancy 


of  particular  and  favorite  political  principles  against 
certain  adversary  principles,  which,  he  say^,  are 
always  at  work  to  undermine  the  better  sort.  The 
Democratic  principles  of  Gbvernment,  in  the  judg- 
ment of  the  friends  of  Democracy  throughout  t^e 
country,  are  now,  it  is  said,  and  always  will  be,  in 
danger  from  the  machinations  of  the  aristocracy  ol 
the  country,  and  the  "anti-Republican  tendencies 
of  associated  wealth;"  and  it  is  only  by  the  proper 
exercise  of  the  power  of  appointment  an  i  removal 
that  the  equal  rights  of  the  people  can  be  maintain- 
ed. This  is  the  substance  of  the  argument.  Every 
department  of  the  public  service,  every  department 
of  private  industry,  every  resource  of  comfort  and 
happiness,  all  had  better  perish;  public  and  domes- 
tic peace  "wA  order  had  better  be  overthrown,  the 
laws  the:n.-elvcs  rendered  abortive,  the  public 
Treasury  and  the  public  domain  plundered,  the 
natiom'  h-nor  and  the  integrity  of  the  national 
terriio'7  violated,  than  any  defeat  to  Democra- 
tic principles  should  be  risked  by  the  adoption 
of  any  other  system  of  administration  in  regard 
to  the  distribution  of  the  public  patronage,  and 
the  e\ercwe  of  the  appointing  power.  If,  sir,  it  is 
true  that  this  perpetual  war  is  waged  in  this  country 
between  adverse  political  ends  and  principles — if 
it  he  true  that  there  is  any  class  among  the  citizens 
cf  this  great  Republic  which  seeks  either  systema- 
tically, as  is  alleged,  or  is  perpared  to  avail  them- 
selves of  any  fortunate  emergency  in  the  public 
affairs,  to  defeat  and  overthrow  any  one  of  the 
Democratic  or  popular  features  in  the  established 
form  of  Government,  there  would  be  some  weight 
in  the  arguments  of  these  advocates  of  the  present 
odious  system  of  administration.  If  there  is,  in 
truth,  any  one  class,  capitalists  or  others,  who  seek 
any  undue  or  unequal  benefits  fro^  the  operation 
of  our  chosi'U  from  of  Government,  there  would 
be  some  weight  in  the  argument  of  those  who 
maintain  and  justify  the  spoils  principle,  of  which 
proscription,  as  I  have  already  said,  is  but  the 
counterpart.  We  ought  to  suffer  great  public  and 
private  loss  and  inconvenience;  mere  property  ought 
to  be  as  nothing  in  the  balance  against  high  prin- 
ciples, against  the  great  and  cardinal  principles  of 
equal  laws  and  equal  benefits  among  the  members 
of  the  same  political  community;  but  the  prelimi- 
nary fact  ought  surely  to  be  established  upon  clear 
and  satisfactory  grounds,  before  so  mtich  public 
and  private  suffiering  is  inflicted. 

Is  there  in  truth  and  in  fact,  any  sach  war,  as  is 
alleged,  now  waged  between  any  two  classes  of 
our  citizens?  Is  thert  any  such  "  elemental  war^* 
as  the  partisans  of  power  pretend?  Is  not  the  ex- 
istence of  such  a  contest  between  antagonist  prin- 
ciples assumed  as  a  mask — as  the  most  effective 
disguise  under  which  the  artful  managers  and  ca- 
terers for  power  seek  to  secure  their  own  peiwnal 
advancement,  and  to  make  spoil  of  the  public  pro- 
perly and  interests?  I  conclude  by  expressing  the 
hope  that  the  people  of  this  country  may,  before 
the  catastrophe  to  which  we  are  hastening,  awake 
to  a  knowledge  of  the  irnth,  and  be  enabled  to  de- 
cide for  themselves  between  what  is  real  and  what 
is  only  feigned. 


SPERCH  OF  MR.  C.  H.  WILLIAMS, 
Of  Tennessef, 

In  House  of  Representatives,  Friday,  Fe6.  22,  1839— 
On  the  Qeueral  Appropriation  Bill. 
Mr.  Chairman:  1  feel  it  to  be  a  duty  that  I  owe 
to  tay  con^iiiuenis,  and  to  the  station  I  occupy,  to 
give  to  this  House,  and  through  this  House  to  the 
country,  my  views  upon  several  important  political 
topics  ol  the  day.  It,  sir,  an  attempt  upon  my  part 
to  arraign  this  Administration  at  the  bar  of  public 
opinion,  for  its  sins  of  commission  and  omision, 
shall  subject  me  to  the  charge  (made  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  North  Carolina,  Mr.  Byndm,) 
as^ainst  other  members,  viz:  that  of  President-ma- 
k?ng,  or  should  it  subject  me  to  the  indignant 
scowl  of  the  gentleman,  I  have  only  to  say,  be  it 
so;  for  if  a  custom  that  has  been  universally  in- 
dulged in  since  the  organization  of  the  Govern- 
ment, that  of  according  to  each  member  the  pri- 
vilege (when  in  Committee  of  the  Whole  ot>  n*^- 
propriation  bills)  of  giving  to  theoonntry,  and  cdpe- 
cialty  his  constittients,  his  views  generally  on  the 
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viate  oi'  )mbKc  Affairs,  is  to  be  denoQiiced,  I  for  one, 
"sir,  5  all  consider  that  we  have  fatlca  apon  evil 
timps.  4Uboiigh  1  consider  it  my  dnty  to  address 
•tho  Uonse,  still,  sir,  I  am  not  like  the  gentleman 
>fro«a  l^orth  Carolina,  who  seemed  to  coQfeider  it  due 
tQ  ^i.ihwry  and  posterity  ibat  he  should  maUr'  his  ef- 
fort. I  might  by  possibility  be  so  uDlurinnate  in 
the  selection  of  my  materials,  and  so  unhappy  in 
my  mode  of  expressing  myself,  that  peradrcntufe 
my  effort  might  perish  on  the  way-side,  and  fail 
in  adoriiiDg  the  page  of  history,  and  consequently 
not  reach  posterity. 

I  do  not  promise  this  Hoase  any  great  degree  of 
order  or  system  in  my  address,  nor  will  I  violate 
the  time-honored  custom  of  the  House,  by  confining 
myself  to  the  immediate  question  under  considera- 
tion. I  only  promise  an  honest  effort  upon  my  part 
lo  pour  hot-shot  into  the  hull  and  rigging  of  this 
Administration;  and  if  I  fail,  sir,  surrounded  as  I 
«m  with  rich  and  ample  materials,  it  must  be  for 
%he  want  of  ability  on  my  part  to  perform  the  task. 
1  design  also  lo  pay  a  passing  notice  to  the  speech 
vf  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina,  [Mr.  Br- 
nvM.]  I  will  not  attempt  to  follow  him  tiirough  his 
Winding,  desultory  argument.  You  are  perfectly 
aware  ot  the  fact,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  some 
speeches  are  pat  together  in  such  a  manner,  that  if 
you  attempt  to  analyze  them,  in  order  to  find  their 
point,  so  as  to  enable  you  to  answer  them,  you  are 
inost  wofully  deceived.  Fearing  that  I  might  meet 
with  'bat  difiiculty  in  this  instance,  I  shall  only  no- 
3tice  a  few  select  tipressions  of  that  gentleman. 

I  concur  most  heartily  with  him,  *'tbat  there  is  a 
|)arty  in  this  House  attempting  to  blacken  and  pie- 
•ball  another  great  party."  If,  sir,  I  was  called 
\ipi>Q  for  my  proof,  I  should  avail  myself  of  the  va- 
Troas  speeches  I  have  heard  delivered  by  that  gen- 
tleman since  I  have  had  the  honor  of  a  seat  up«n 
ttiis  floor,  and  e.<peciaily  his  revised  and  enlarged 
edition  of  the  day  before  ye steidayVs  date,  i  also 
moiit  heartily  agree  with  the  gentleman  that,  so  far 
as  tuere  promises  are  concerned,  the  Administra- 
tion party  occupy  high  ground  as  Democrats;  but 
when  you  attempt  to  apply  the  test  of  acts  to  their 
(Jaims,  yovL  will  find  a  "  beggarly  acconnt  of 
empty  boxes."  Modern  Democracy  has  been 
brought  down  to  such  a  nice  point,  that  yon  may 
confine  it  in  a  nutshell,  (if  I  may  be  permitted  to 
use  a  favorite  expression  of  the  gentleman  from 
Georftia,  Mr.  Hatnes.)  All  its  doctrines  and  all 
their  bearings  are  embraced  in  one  short  paragraph: 
"He  who  knows  his  master^  wilt  and  does  not 
obey  it,  shall  receive  thirty-nine  stripes."  Mr. 
Chairman,  as  I  do  not  wish  to  deal  in  round  asser- 
tion, I  will  endeavor  to  prove  the  troth  of  what  I 
have  said.  Look,  if  you  pleaFe,  sir,  at  the  situation 
of  the  Senator  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Rives.)  We 
all  know  that  only  a  short  time  since  he  was  hugged 
to  the  bosom  of  this  Administration  with  fond  de- 
light, but  now,  how  altered  the  case!  Has  he 
changed  his  political  opinionsl  No,  sir;  he  enter* 
tainy  the  same  ('pinions  new  upon  the  great  ques- 
tions of  credit  and  currency  that  he  did  when  he 
was  so  fondly  petted  by  the  party;  and  what  is 
more,  .sir,  they  were  once  the  opinions  of  the  Ad- 
ministration them«elv^^;  but  now,  sir,  a  *'chanf;e 
hss  come  over  the  spirit  of  their  dream"— they  have 
changed,  but  he  adheres  to  his  former  position.  He, 
sir,  has  not  wheeled  to  the  right-about  at  the  bid- 
dmg  of  the  President,  and  for  this  he  is  hunted  down 
^  and  proscribed  by  the  Administration  organ  and  its 
kindred  prints,  with  a  fiendlike  malignity  of  pur- 
pose worthy  only  of  the  regions  of  the  damne  I. 

I  have  said,  sir,  that  this  Administration  occu- 
pies high  ground  as  Democrats  so  far  as  mere  pro- 
mises are  concerned.  I  will  now  try  tLi.d  prove 
the  assertion;  and  as  the  gentleman  frum  North 
Carolina  s^eems  not  to  be  fond  of  light'  readinf ,  [ 
will,  in  imitation  of  his  example,  deal  in  facts. 
Who  is  there,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  does  not  rrcol- 
lect  that  .the  year  1838  was  particularly  distinguish- 
ed in  the  political  annals  of  our  country  as  the  year 
of  jfTomise?  It  was  then,  sir,  that  the  party  now  in 
powffr  came  in  sight  of  the  holy  land;  it  was  then, 
uir,  that  they  pledged  themselves  to  the  American 
people  that  if  they  would  permit  them  to  enter  this 
land  flowing  with  milk  and  honey,  they  would 
usher  in  a  glorious  millennium;  that  the  cry  and 
watchword  ot  the  Administration  should  be,  **Re- 


form!  Reform!  Reform!"  In  short,  sir,  that  a  puie 
fountain  of  wa'er  should  gush  through  the  Augean 
stable,  purify,  and  cleanse  all  that  was  corrupt  in 
the  Executive  branch  of  the  Government.  Who  is 
there,  sir,  that  does  not  al>o  recollect  that  the  year 
1838  was  particularly  distingatshed  by  the  organ f- 
zation  of  two  celebrated  reform  committees,  the  one 
in  this  House,  composed  of  a  majority  of  Opposi- 
tion members  to  the  then  Administration,  with 
General  James  Hamilton  of  South  Carolina  as  its 
chairman,  while  the  committee  o|  the  Senate  had 
for  its  chairman  the  Senator  from  Muisouri,  Tho- 
mas H.  Bentoni  The  Executive  Departments 
were  thrown  open  to  their  scrutiny.  No  special 
pleas  were  urged,  tio  specifications  were  demanded, 
nor  was  this  attempt  at  investigation  pronounced  t» 
be  **worse  than  a  Spanish  inquisition."  No,  sir; 
special  pleas,  specification.*,  and  denunciations, 
were  reserved  for  the  age  of  reform  and  Demo- 
cracy. 

'  The  House  committee,  after  a  thorough  investi- 
gation, made  an  elaborate  report,  and  gave  it  as 
their  deliberate  opinion  that  there  was  corruption 
and  extravagance  in  the  management  of  the  dif- 
ferent DapartmenLs,  and  declared  that  the  only 
reason  why  the  committee  were  unable  to  propose 
a  remedy  for  the  correctness  of  the  abuse  was, 
that  it  could  alone  be  remedied  by  a  hearty  concur- 
rence on  the  part  of  the  Executive  and  the  heads 
of  Departments,  clearly  permitting  ihe  inference 
to  be  drawn  that  the  President  and  Secretaries  of 
the  Departments  were  opposed  to  an  economical 
administration  of  the  (Government.  I  have  taken 
the  trouble  to  make  out  an  account  current  for 
the  years  1838  and  1837,  nine  years  after  the  re- 
formers had  had  full  and  peaceable  possession. 
The  account  I  have  made  out  is  taken  from  the 
brok  of  receipts  and  expendiiurr.':,  annually  pub- 
lished and  laid  upon  each  membcr^s  table;  and  I 
find  that  the  whole  expense  of  the  different  De- 
partments, including  every  item  of  expense, 
amounted,  in  1P28,  to  |481J48.  I  also  find  that 
the  expense  of  the  same  Departments,  for  ihe  year 
1837,  amounted  to  |958,533,  leaving  a  balance 
due  against  the  reform  Administration  of  f  476,775. 
This,  sir,  is  a  reform  with  -a  vengeance.  The 
House  committee  also,  after  sifting  wiih  Rreat  care 
the  Slate  Department,  reported  to  the  House  and 
the  world  the  astonishing  fact,  that  comparing  the 
three  last  years  of  Mr.  Monroe^s  administration 
and  the  three  first  years  of  Mr.  Adamses  adroinis- 
tration«  |60,000  more  had  been  expended  /or  the 
State  Department  tinder  Mr.  Adams  than  there 
had  been  under  Mr.  Monroe.  This  was  enough. 
The  trump  of  alarm  was  sounded,  and  the  cry  of 
'^corruption"  and  ^'extravagance"  rang  through 
(he  land,  in  all  its  modes  and  variations.  I  have 
also  made  out  an  account  current  as  to  that  par- 
ticular Department,  for  the  years  1837  and  1837. 
During  the  year  1837,  the  entire  expense  of  that 
Department  was  $387,463;  for  the  year  1837,  it 
was  |63 1, 997,  which  exhibit';  a  balance  asainst 
the  refof  mers  of  $344,534.  Mr.  Chairman,  I  wi»h 
it  to  be  particularly  remembered  that  the  usual  de- 
fence relied  upon  by  the  party,  to  wit,  that  the  ex- 
travagance is  chargeable  to  the  votes  of  the  Oppo- 
sition, will  not  apply  to  the  examples  that  I  have 
chosen  in  order  to  expose  and  contrast  the  promises 
with  the  acts  of  this  Administration;  not  one  dol- 
lar was  appropriated  hy  Congress  but  what  was 
asked  for  and  demanded  by  the  officers  of  the  dif- 
ferent Departments. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  do  not  wish  the  committee 
should  misunderstand  me.  I  have  not  stated,  nor 
will  I  do  so,  that  there  was  extravagance  and  cor- 
ruption in  the  management  of  the  Departments  for 
the  year  1837.  I  have  not  the  materials  before  me 
to  enable  me  to  ariive  at  any  such  conclusions; 
nor  am  \  sufficiently  acquainted  with  the  routine 
of  bu8iio<^  to  decide  that  question.  I  am  incline 
to  the  opinion,  though,  «r,  that,  with  proper 
management,  the  business  of  the  Departments 
cuuld  be  as  well  done  as  it  is,  nithJe.ss  expense. 
But,  sir,  I  i^hall  take  warninsr  by  the  rock  on  which 
the  reform  committees  of  1838  split,  and  not  make 
charges  that  I  do  not  know  to  be  true.  It  is  evi- 
dent from  the  facts  now  addnced,  either  that  those 
reform  committees  of  1838  made  the  charge  of  ex- 
travagance and  corruption  on  very  slight  evidence 


of  their  existence,  or  that  they  wilfully  slandered 
those  in  powei ;  or  that,  since  they  have  come  into 
power,  they  have  forgotten  their  pledges  of  re- 
trenchment, and  acted  more  corrnptly  and  extrava- 
gantly than  those  whom  they  denounced.  One  of 
the  three  things  is  inevitable.  I  have  been  par- 
ticular in  selecting  such  examples,  that  there 
should  be  no  dispute  about  where  and  on  whom 
the  responsibility  attached,  for  I  had  no  wish  to  go 
into  a  general  discussion  upon  the  question  of  the 
expenses  of  the  Government;  my  only  object  was 
to  show  that  profession  was  one  thing  and  per- 
formance another,  and  I  think,  sir,  I  have  done 
that  satisfactorily  and  unanswerably. 

Mr.  Chairman,  the  principal  object  I  had  in  view 
in  addressing  the  committee,  was  to  prove  that 
there  is  more  danger  to  be  apprehended  to  the  li- 
berties of  my  country  from  Exccsiive  power  and 
influence  in  thi^  House,  than  from  *'the  anti-Re- 
publican tendencies  of  associated  wealth."  If  yon, 
sir,  will  only  take  a  calm  and  dispassionate  view 
of  all  the  circumstances  that  have  given  birth  to 
the  thrice-recommended  and  thrice-reiedcd  Sub- 
Treasury  bill,  you  will  be  bound  to  view  it  as  an 
illegitimate  bantling  of  a  party,  who,  after  having 
run  roughshod  over  the  best  pap<?r  currency  'he 
world  ever  saw,  are  now  seeking  an  '^inglorious" 
retreat,  by  denying  that  they  have  the  power  con- 
stitutionally to  do  that  which  they  have  t>ren  doin^ 
in  the  open  face  of  day,  and  boasting  of  their  '*bet- 
ter  currency"  deeds  for  the  last  seven  years.  For 
my  own  pan,  sir,  whenever  I  permit  myself  lo 
take  that  view  of  the  subject,  I  feel  armed  and 
foitifiedin  the  position  I  have  assnmed,  tiz:  thai 
there  is  more  danger  from  the  Executive  branch  of 
this  Government  than  there  is  to  be  appreheaded 
frem  the  anti-Republican  tendencies  of  asociated 
wealth. 

What,  sir,  are  the  particular  drcnmstanoes  that 
have  led  to  the  introduction  of  this  ill-shaped  Exe- 
cutive measure?  Tea  years  ago  it  was  the  will  of 
the  American  people  to  elevate  to  the  Presidential 
chair  General  Andrew  Jackson,  a  distinguished 
military  officer.  When  he  entered  upon  the  duties 
of  his  station,  his  country  was  in  a  pro.<peroas 
and  happy  condition.  She  was  blessed  with  a  dr- 
calating  medium  that  passed  at  par  with  gold  and 
^ilver  in  tvtry  part  and  portion  of  this  extensive 
Republic;  nay,  in  China  itself.  We  were  also 
blessed  with  a  cheap  foreign  and  domestic  exchange. 
Add,  if  you  please,  the  fact  that  the  people  ted 
just  ejected  an  Administration  for  its  alleged  extra- 
vagances. AHhougb  the  annual  expenses  of  the 
Government,  ordinary  and  extraordinary,  oofy 
amounted  to  the  average  sum  of  $12,500,000,  snll 
the  charge  went  forth,  and  was  believed;  and  on- 
fortunately  for  my  country,  it  was  also  bebeved 
that  there  was  an  attempt  on  the  part  of  the  Presi- 
dent to  wield  the  patronage  of  his  office  for  other 
purposes  than  a  pure  administration  of  the  Govern- 
ment. The  indignation  of  the  country  was  aroa&ed: 
the  people  were  anxious  to  lessen  the  patronage  ot' 
the  President  by  the  passage  ol  restrictive  laws,  and 
a  return  to  the  good  old  days  of  economy.  So  ap- 
parent was  Ibis  sentiment,  that  the  President  elect, 
in  his  inaugural  address,  i'cli  bound  fo  indu'^  io 
the  following  emphatic  language: 

'*Tbe  recent  demonBtmiioo  of  public  aenUrnent  imcribetn 
the  list  of  Extculive  duties,  in  cfaamrieri  too  legilileto  be  owf- 
looked,  the  task  of  reform,  which  will  require  panicalariy  tfaa 
correctioD  of  those  abuses  that  have  broiight  the  patrmi*seflf 
the  Federal  Government  into  conflict  with  tbe  freeckMBordK- 
tiona,  and  the  counteraction  of  those  causes  wirich  havediAsi^ 
ed  the  righlAllcou^eofappoin•me^.^  and  have  placed  or  om^ 
■       '  ilorin  •      •    " 


tinued  power  in  unfaithful  or  incompetent  I 

During  my  proposed  remariis,  I  shall  be  enahkd 
to  prove  as  plain  n<  rhc  noonday's  son,  that  cvny 
principle  embraced  io  the  extract  I  have  read  was 
totally  disregarded  by  the  party,  and  the  acknow- 
ledged wish  of  ti.e  people  trampled  under  foot. 
President  Jackson,  in  his  first  messaf^,  calls  ite 
attention x>f  Cono:ress  and  the  f*  ntnry  to  tbe  oomfi- 
tion  of  the  currency,  and  drciarts  that  it  was  ad- 
mitted by  all  that  the  United  Slates  Bank  bad  failed 
in  giving  to  the  country  a  sound  »nd  a  noiform 
currency.  Mr.  Chairmaa,  I  shall  not  atiriboie  io 
Ibis  disiingoished  individual  im'proper  or  aswcrtky 
motives  in  the  presentation  of  this  queKiioa  fo  die 
people.  It  is  enough  for  my  parpiiste  sioaply  to 
state  facts,  [t  is  wholly  immaterial,  in  evder  lo 
arrive  at  truth  in  the  investigation  of  this  i 
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vhether  you  aitribote  to  him  improp'  r  motives,  or 
he  most  high  and  lofty  patriotism,  for  men  who 
i.re  ID  ibe  po6f«ssioD  of  both  honesty  and  patriotism 
>fl«n  err\  and  when  the  indi▼idaal^l  brow  i«  eocir- 
5led  with  the  halo  of  Rlory,  it  gives  carrency  and 
mporUuice  to  the  error;  nay,  sir,  it  is  a  passport  lo 
srrors  of  every  kind  and  degree.    In  a  c&se  of  that 
trind   we  judge    the  man,  and  n  >t  the  measure. 
Ifoo  know,  sir,  full  well,  that  General  Jackson's 
popnlarity,  power  and  infinence  were  snch,  only  a 
few  shoit    years  ago,  that   he  could  wheel  this 
Eloiise  to  the  right  or   left  with  the  saoie  ease  thnt 
(  cmn  torn  that  door  upon  its  binpre.    It  is  not  my 
wish  lo  indulge  in  improper  or  unbecoming  tan- 
kage, and  especially  towards  that  distinguished 
jidividual;  for,  however  widely  I  may  have  differ- 
ed  from  him,  nnd  however  conscious  I  may  be 
hat  the  measures  of  his  Admhiisiraiton  were  un- 
rortunate  for  his  country,  stilt  hi»  name  is  associal- 
Hi   with  hu  country"^  glory,  and  QoA  forbid  that 
I  should  ever  attempt  to  rob  him  of  any  portion  of 
lis  well  earned  reputation.    Often  has  be  been 
»t>]ed  the  Old  Roman,  upon   this  floor  and  else- 
where.   I,  sir,  before  my  Grod  and  my  country, 
^lieved  that  if  his  political  ad  visen  and  leading 
friends  had  possessed  any  portion  of  h*s  Roman 
irmneas,  the  condition  of  my  conniry  would  have 
)een  far  different  from  what  it  is.     It  is,  sir,  lo  ihe 
t>a.«e  truckling,  the  time-serviner  Rycophaney  of  hi.s 
'riends,  that  I  ascribe  his  bold  and  onward  course 
n  error;  no  matter  what  he  did,  no  matter  what  he 
laid,  it  was  pronounced  the  best  act  of  hisiife,  and 
shouts  of  applause  went  forth  from  this  hall,  which 
rerc  blindly  echied  from  one  end  of  the  connrry 
o  the  other  by  the  parly  presses  of  the  day.    Yes, 
iir,  the  representatives  of  freemen,   according   to 
heir  own  showing,  would  rally  around  him,  and 
^t  him  upon  the  back,  and  say,  "  Q»j  it,  my  old 
hero,  right  or  wrong."  Jf  the  representatives  of  the 
American  people  had  acted  as  became  the  repre- 
mtatives  of  freemen,  and,  instead  of  shouting 
MGannas  to  every  thing  he  did,  had  said  to  him, 
'  Sir,  we  respect  and  honor  you,  but  we  differ  with 
rou  as  to  this  or  that  measure,  and  we  cannot  go 
vith  you,''  Gkneral  Jackson  would  not  have  been 
leceived.    The  great  misfortune  of  his  administra- 
ion,  in  my  opinion,  was  this:  he  mistook  the  sel- 
ish  and  interested  support  that  was  given  to  his 
neasnres  as  the  result  of  honest  conviction  on  the 
lart  of  his  friends  as  to  the  correctness  o^  those 
neasures,  when,  in  fact,  iheir  support  sprang  from 
lie  dread  of  his  overtopping?  popularity.    Then, 
sir,   how  easy  was  it  for  him  to   be  deceived, 
flonest  himself,  be  thought  others  lo  be  equally  so. 
Pbtal,  fatal,  error !    It  has  overspread  hiscoiintry 
with  calamity;  and  but  for  the  fact  that  an  impar- 
ial  historian  will  expose  to  merited  scorn  the  time- 
lerving  sycophants  with  which  be  was  surrounded, 
lie  name  of  Andiew  Jackson  would  have  bfen 
landed  down  to  posterity  in  a  very  unfavorable 
light.     How  pleading  must  be  the  reflection  to  edch 
over  of  his  country,  that  there   are    materials 
moQgh  left  to  secure  u>  General  Andrev^  Jackson 
he  prdad  and  elevated  station  upon  the  page  of 
listoiy  that  bis  name  is  so  justly  entitled  to  occupy, 
while  the  names  of  his  deceivers  and  flatterers 
will  be  consigned  to  that  infamy  which  tney  so 
-Ichly  deserve. 

Mr.  Chairman,  it  is  time  I  should  return  to  the 
bread  of  my  story.    Gkn.  Andrew  Jackson,  in  an 
ml  honr,  determined  to  give  the  country  a  better 
sorreiicy.    If,  sir,  in  the  course  of  my  remarks  I 
ihall  be  able  to  prove,  from  unquestionable  docu- 
nents,  that  the  promise  to  better  the  currency,  the 
>roiiuae  to  destroy  monopolies,  the  promise  to  re- 
jcneh  expenditures  of  the  Government,  the  pro* 
paise  to  curtail  Presidential  patronage,  all  signally 
"ailed,  or  were  totally  disregarded;  and  that,  in  the 
xudst  of  the  consternation  and  alarm  which  at- 
tended the   blow-up  of  iheae  fond  and  favorite 
lehemes,  the  occupant  of  the  white  houve  was  revo- 
ationized  in  twelve  days,  called  Congress  together, 
ind  recommended  the  Snb-Treasury  a»  the  last 
ind  only  anchor  upon  i^hich  to  rest  a  hope,  that 
he  sinking  fortunes  of  i)^^  Administration  might 
)e  rescued,  will  J  nor  L^^e  proven  thai  this  Sub- 
rreasury  seheme  is  th^  K^^fU  of  one  of  those  po- 
ttical  revolsions  iluit^  J^  die  bi%iory  of  human 
iffaiis,  oooaaiottallf  ok  ^'^^m  s  p^rtyi^  their  mad 


and  daring  career,  and  that  it  is  not  the  cool,  ma- 
lure,  and  wf  ll-diffested  plan  of  statesmen?  Mjy  I 
not,  then,  ?ir,  turn  round  and  appeal  to  my  coun- 
trymrn,  and  ask  ihem,  with  tome  pomi  and  mean- 
ing, whether  they  are  willing  to  receive  at  the 
hands  of  the  miserable  stcck-jobbers  in  politics 
thi^  Sub-Treasury  scheme  upon  trust?  1  will  now 
produce  my  proof,  and,  in  confirmation  of  what  I 
have  said,  I  will  read  various  passai^es  from  Pie- 
sident  Jackson's  different  me»sases,  beginning  with 
his  first  and  ending  with  his  farewell  address: 

*The  charter  of  the  Bank  of  the  Uniied  States  expiree  in 
1836,  and  its  stoclcholdera  will  inoet  probably  apply  for  a  re- 
newal of  ihi-ir  privileges.  In  order  to  avoid  ihe  evils  resulting 
from  precipitancy  in  a  measure  involving  surh  important  prin- 
,  ciples  and  surh  deep  pecuniary  interests,  I  feel  that  I  cannot, 
in  justice  to  the  parties  interested,  too  soon  present  it  to  the  de- 
liberate consideration  of  the  Legislature  and  the  people.  Both 
the  constiiuiionaliiy  and  the  expediency  of  the  law  creating 
thishanit  are  well  questioned  by  a  large  portion  of  our  fellow- 
ciiisens,  and  it  must  be  admitted  by  all  that  it  has  failed  in  the 
great  end  of  establishing  a  uniform  and  sound  currency." 

Mr.  Chairman,  does  not  this  pas»age  most  clearly 
prove  that  the  declaration  of  war  against  the  United 
States  Bank  was  made  for  the  M>le  purpose  of  bet- 
tering the  condition  of  the  currency?  Again,  the 
pD>sident  in  his  second  Message  say^: 

"The  importance  of  the  prmciples  involved  In  the  inquiry 
whether  It  will  be  proper  to  rerharter  the  Itenk  of  the  United 
States,  requires  that  I  should  again  call  the  attention  of  Congi  ess 
to  the  subject.  Nothing  has  occurred  to  lessen,  in  anv  degree, 
the  danifcrs  which  many  of  our  citizens  apprehend  from  that 
institution  as  at  present  (tr^anized.  In  the  spirit  of  improve- 
ment and  compromise  which  distinguishes  our  country  and  its 
insiiiuiions,  it  becomes  us  to  inquire  whether  it  be  not  poenible 
to  secure  the  advantages  a/fonled  by  the  present  bank  through 
the  agency  of  a  Rank  of  ib«  United  States,  so  modified  in  its 
principles  and  structure  as  lo  obviate  consUtutional  and  other 
objections.  Ii  is  thought  practicable  to  organize  such  a  bank 
with  the  npcessary  officers  aaa  branch  of  ihp  Treasury  Depart- 
ment, based  en  Die  public  and  individual  depositee,  wiiboui 
power  to  oflake  leans  or  purchase  property." 

Here,  sir,  is  an  acknowledgement  of  the  impor- 
tance of  a  United  Statcn  Bank,  and  a  Gk)vermen- 
tal  one  recommended,  by  the  very  individual  who 
re-organized  and  dis^ciplined  the  modern  Demo- 
crats of  the  day.  Where  slept  their  Democracy 
then,  sir?  It  wa.5  .surrendered  at  discretion.  Let 
me  read  to  the  House  a  portion  of  Mr.  McDuffie's 
celebrated  report,  that  ••expunged'*  even  from  the 
mind  of  the  President  himself,  for  a  tim^  at  least, 
if  not  forever,  his  Treasury  bantling.  So  con- 
vincing, so  overwhelming  was  this  report,  that  not 
even  one  partisan  netvspaper  editor  was  found  un- 
blushing enough  to  defend  the  Presidents  plan  of  a 
bank. 

"The  mind  afmost  instinctivelv  shrinks  from  the  contempla- 
tion of  an  idea  so  ominous  to  the  purity  of  the  tSovernment 
and  the  liberties  of  the  people.  No  Government,  of  which  the 
committee  have  anyJcnowledge.  except,  perhaps,  the  despotism 
of  Russia,  was  ever  invested  with  a  patronage  at  once  so  prodi- 
gious in  itsiofluence  and  so  dangerous  in  its  character.  In  the 
roost  desperate  financial  extremities,  no  other  Etiropean  Oo- 
vemment  has  ever  ventured  upon  an  experiment  so  perilous. 
If  the  whole  patronage  of  the  English  monarchy  were  concen- 
trated in  the  hands  oftbe  American  Executive,  ft  mav  be  well 
doubled  whether  the  public  liberty  would  \m  so  much  endan- 
gered by  it  as  it  would  be  by  this  vast  pecuniary  machine, 
which  would  Diace  in  the  hands  of  every  Administration  fifty 
mill  ions  ufddf  tars  as  a  fund  to  reward  political  panisans.  Are 
there  not  those  who  sincerely  and  honestly  believe  that  public 
offices  are  legitimate  objects  of  political  warfare,  and  the  right- 
ful reward  of  the  victorious  party,  as  disinterested  and  as  pa- 
triouc  as  the  Treat  body  of  every  political  party  is  admitted  to 
be?  The  fact  is  no  less  true  than  it  is  lamentable,  that  the 
most  devoted  and  active  panisans  are  very  often  mere  soldiers 
of  fortune,  who  watch  the  fiolitical  signs'and  enlist  at  the  eleventh 
hourundei  the  banners  of  the  party  most  likely  to  be  suc- 
cessful." 

Comment  on  such  an  extract  as  this  is  useless, 
and  I  will  pass  on  to  the  President's  third  mes- 
sage: 

''Entertaining  the  epinions  heretofore  expressed  in  relation 
to  the  United  States  Bank  as  at  present  organized,  I  felt  it  my 
duty,  in  my  former  messages,  frankly  to  disclose  them,  in  order 
that  the  attention  of  the  Legislature  and  the  people  should  be  sea- 
sonably directed  to  that  important  subject,  and  that  it  might  be 
considered  and  finally  dis.-osed  of  in  a  manner  l)est  calculated 
to  promote  the  ends  oftbe  Cjnslitution,  and  subserve  the  pub- 
lic interests.  Having  thus  conscisntiously  dischainted  a  constt- 
tutio.ial  duty,  I  deem  it  proper  on  this  occasion,  without  a  more 
particular  reference  to  the  views  of  the  subject  then  expressed, 
to  leave  It  for  the  present  to  the  investigation  of  an  enlightened 
people  and  their  Representatives." 

Well,  Mr.  Chairman,  let  us  see  what  the  en- 
lightened people's  Representatives,  to  whom  the 
matter  was  ieferred,did  upon  the  subject.  During 
the  same  session  of  Congress  at  which  this  message 
was  communicated,  the  enlightened  people's  Re- 
presentatives rechartered  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States.  The  President,  although  he  had  left  it  with 
the  Representatives,  vetoed  the  bill.  The  same 
enlightened  people's  Representatives,  at  the  same 
session,  passed  the  following  resolution:  "iSevo/^eil, 


I   That  the  Government  deposites  may,  in   the  opi- 
I   nion  of   this  House,    be    safely  continued  in  the 
I    Bank  of   the  United  States:"  forty  six   members 
voting  against,  and  109  voting  for  the  resolution. 
!  Still,  on  the  Idth  day  af  September  following,  Qen. 
I  Jackson  •'takes  the  responsibility,"  and  removes 
the  public  deposites  from  the  Bank  of  the  United 
Slates,    and    places  them  in  State  banks!    The 
same  Congress,  a.*«embled  in  December  afterwards, 
I   ratified  and  approved  of  the  acts  of  the  President  li 
Had  I  not,  then,  sir,  some  aathorit^  for  the  asser- 
tion that  Gen.  Jackson  could  wheel  this  House  to 
the  right  or  left  with  the  same  ease  that  you  could 
turn  thai  door  upon  its  hingesi    The  war  ftf  exter- 
mination was  now  at  its  highest  pitch.    The  poli- 
tical existence  of  the  Administration  seemed  to  be 
shiverinc  in   the  wind;  all  was  doubt  and  uncer- 
tainty.   The  people  at  last  FU^^tained  the  Adminis- 
tration, rely  ins  upon  the  promises  of  the  party  that 
they  wnald  give  them  a  better  cnrrency,  and  man- 
age tie  fiscal  operations  of  the  Government  better 
throui^h  the  aaencv  of  the  State  banks  than  had 
been  done  by  ibe  United  States  Bank.    In  the  sixth 
annu  J  message  we  lind  the  following  triumphant 
ann'>ancement: 

"I  lai>pil^,  it  is  already  illustrated  that  the  agency  of  such  an 
institution  is  not  neceesary  to  the  fiscal  operations  of  the  Go-, 
vernmeni.  The  State  banks  are  found  lully  adeqoatc  to  the 
p  rformance  of  all  the  eervices  which  were  required  of  the 
lUnlc  of  the  United  States,  ^uiteaspromptlvand  with  ihe  same 
cheapness.  They  have  maintained  themselves,  and  discharged 
all  these  duties,  while  the  Bank  of  the  ITnited  Stales  was  still 
powerful,  and  in  the  field  as  an  open  enemy" 

Then,  sir,  are  you  surprised  that  the  people  sup- 
ported the  State  bank  system  under  socli  a  shower 
of  promises,  and  the  announcement  of  such  happy 
success?  It  is  true  it  all  turned  out  to  be  a  mistake. 
Still  it  was,  for  a  time,  believed;  Gten.  Jackson,  in 
his  seventh  annual  Message,  for  the  first  time  de- 
nounces monopolies  as  a  system  at  war  with  the 
genius  of  all  our  institutions.  There  is  connected 
with  this  part  of  his  message  a  remarkable  fact, 
which  I  wish  to  state,  and  permit  every  man  to 
draw  his  own  conclusions.  It  was  announced  in 
Niies'b  Register,  November  7th,  that  the  Sute  of 
Pennsylvania  would  hharter  the  United  States 
Bank.  The  message  in  which  banks  and  monopo- 
lies are  denounced  is  dated  the  3d  day  of  Decem- 
ber following.  To  say  the  least  of  it,  is  it  not 
strange,  Mr.  Cbainnan,  that  the  idea  oi  monopo- 
lies t«ing  dangerous  to  liberty  did  not  occur  to  the 
mind  of  the  President  until  that  late  period?  and 
that,  too,  not  until  there  were  premonitory  symp- 
toms that  the  monster  with  whom  he  had  been 
waging  a  seven  years'  war  was  about  to  live  in  a 
new  shape?  Wher«  slept  the  zeak>u^  and  watchful 
guardians  of  libeity,  when  other  State  banks  were 
springing  up  around  ihem  like  mushrooms,  the 
growth  of  a  night,  until  their  numbers  had  increas- 
ed from  little  over  three  hundred  to  over  seven 
hundred?  While  this  gallant  band  of  Dembcrab;, 
Don  etui  sole  like,  wan  charging  home  upon  the 
monster  with  only  a  capital  of  thirty-five  millions, 
little  monsters  to  the  number  of  four  hundred,  with 
a  capital  of  two  hundred  and  fifty  or  three  hundred 
millions,  made  their  appearance,  which  produced  a 
bloated  and  unhealthy  prosperity,  (as  pointed  out 
by  \\m  Opposition  before  it  happened.)  Still,  sir, 
it  was  seized  upon  and  proudly  pointed  to  as  evi- 
dence of  their  wise  Administration.  But  I  will 
proceed  with  my  extracts.  Gen.  Jackson,  in  his 
farewell  address,  again  warns  the  country  against 
monopolies,  and  seems  to  lay  the  flattering  unction 
to  his  soul  that  his  humble  efforts  had  done  much 
towards  putting  them  down,  while,  in  fact,  their 
I  number  bad  more  than  doubled*  He  there  uses 
I   the  following  remarkable  language: 

^^VyhumbleefTortshSTe  not  been  spared  durioff  my  Admi. 
niatration  of  the  Government  to  restore  tlie  coDstitutional  cur- 
rency of  gold  and  silver,  and  something,  Itrtist,  has  been  d  ne 
I '  towards  the  accompUshipent  of  this  most  desirable  object." 

The  future  hii^torian  will  be  at  loss  for  the  evi- 
I  dence  on  which  he  founded  this  assertion.  How 
it  Is  possible  he  conid  have  conceived  such  an  idea 
is  unaccountably  strange.  The  fact  is,  the  gold 
and  silver  that  had  been  imported  had  found  its 
way  to  the  vaults  of  tbc  different  State  banks,  and, 
instead  of  gold  and  silver,  we  bad  its  representa- 
tive, in  the  shape  of  State  bank  bills.  Then,  it  is 
evident,  the  result  of  his  efforts  was  to  snb«tifn»a 
State  banks  and  a  local  currency  for  a  Uuiied 
States  Bank  and  a  general  curranqr,  with  this  dif- 
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fereoce,  that  fbere  was  in  drculaiion  double  the 
amnnntof  paper  money  whea  be  wiote  his  fare- 
Weil  addiess  that  there  was  when  he  entered  upon 
the  (loties  of  his  Administration.  In  addition  to 
tbar,  it  must  be  apparent  to  all  who  understand 
the  component  parts  of  oor  Government,  that  the 
only  way  gold  and  silver  can  become  the  circulat- 
ing medium  is,  by  amending  the  Constiiulion  of 
the  United  States,  and  tsKiog  away  the'powerfrom 
the  States  to  charier  banks.  There  n<ver  having 
been  say  such  attempt,  1  view  sll  other  attempts  as 
mfne  humbuggery,  designed  to  gull  the  country. 

Mr.  Chairmao»  let  ns  now,  for  a  lenr  moinenis, 
examine  the  opinions  ot  Mr.  Taney,  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  and  the  Chairman  of  the  Commit- 
tee of  Ways  and  Means,  [Mr*  Polk  J  and  see  if 
they  thought  banks  were  monopolies,  calculated  to 
destroy  the  liberties  of  the  country.  The  follow- 
ing lA  an  esitract  from  Mr.  Taney  Vt  report  of  1834 
-5,  endorsed  by  Mr.  Polk,  Chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means: 

>it  will  be  8Mn  from  ihii  •tsiemeot  ibat  U  to  no  part  of  the 
propOeed  plan  tu  dispenee  wi^h  the  State  tmnka.  It  obrloualy 
M  not  la  the  power  tif  CongrcM,  (if  it  definsd  u>  do  iO)  to  take 
aoy  measure  Tor  thiu  purpoee  without  an  amendment  of  the 
Comtiiutioo,  and  the  Slates  would  not,  and  ought  not  to  aurren< 
der  the  power  of  chartering  banking  companies.  The  State 
baiilcs  are  now  so  aumarotts  and  are  so  iniimaiely  connected 
with  our  habits  and  pursuits,  that  it  is  imposstUle  to  suppoee 
Uiai  ihc system  can  ever  be. entirely  abaotlooed,  nor  is  It  de- 
si  reble  that  it  should  be.  Tliey  are  uAen  abueed,  lilce  otiier  hu« 
man  iiistiuiiions,  yet  their  advantag*  s  are  many,  and,  under 
preper  regulations^  and  with  the  metallic  basis  now  procKwed 
for  their  r^per  issues,  they  will  be  found  of  much  public  ad- 
ge.  Ift"    ' "  ^     "^ ''  "   "    ' 


preper  regulations^  and  with  the  metallic  basis  now  procKwed 
for  their  paper  issues,  they  will  be  found  of  i      "^ 

vantage.  If  there  were  no  Slate  banks,  the  pi 

of  banking  and  exchange  would  be  aooopolized  by  the  great 
capitalists." 

Again  he  says: 

"They  are  convenient  and  useful  for  the  purpoeee  of  com- 
merce. This  cannot  be  obtained  without  the  aid  of  paper  dr- 
jButation  founded  on  credit" 

This  does  not  look  as  if  banks  were  considered 
(iani^eroBs  at  one  stage  of  the  political  game  that 
hur  been  played  off  upon  the  American  people.  I 
will  pafM  on  to  Mr.  Speaker  Polk's  testimony.  The 
following  exlraen,  are  taken  from  bin  speech  deli- 
vered  in  the  House  of  Representatives  during  the 
Mtwionof  1834^*5 : 

"Through  the  agency  of  State  baoki^  the  ileeal  opeiations  of 
Oovernmoni  have,  dunog  the  paet  year,  been  emiaeBily  suc- 
cessful." 

Aieaio,  he  nays : 

'ittsnow  no  longer  a  qoeetion  of  doubt  whether,  ihay  [Bute 
banks]  can,  with  /aciliiy  and  promptness,  traasliMr  the  public 
IuiuIh  inU>e  inosidutant  parts  lor  disbursement,  and  perform 
all  other  ihaies  which,  as  fiscal  sgenia,  they  may  be  required  to 
perform." 

Alas,  how  changed  are  the  views  of  this  gentle- 
roan  and- the  party  to  which  he  belongs !  It  is  now 
sU  wrong;  they  have  not  the  constitutional  power 
tu  lake  paper  money  in  psyment  of  the  public  dues, 
or  lo  make  banks  the  fiscal  agents  of  the  Gtovern* 
meni;  thereby  virtually  declaring  that  they,  through 
IgDortttce  or  corruption,  1  cart  not  whioh,  have 
been  exc^eisinR  a  power  not  delegated  by  the  Cun- 
siitotitn-  Consimiency,  thou  art  a  jewel!  The 
same  patty  now  torn  up  the  whiles  of  their  eyes 
with  holy  bormr  st  rbe  idea  of  fh%  dear,  dear  peo- 
ple's monrjr  being  used  by  bankb,  a  ot  withstand  in$ 
it  is  notonoOk-  that  ihey  encouraged,  extended,  aud 
enlarged  the  practice  of  discounting  freeiy  upon  the 
public  depo.iites.  In  fact,  theSecietary  of  the 
Treayary  ord'-red  the  titposite  banks  to  dii^coant  to 
the  merchants  tieely.  Now  it  is  a  sin  of  the  most 
damning  naiara.  Yes,  .Mr,  banks  are  pronounced 
to  be  the  enemy  of  the  laboring  ctases;  attempts  are 
being  made  to  »et  op  one  poriibn  of  the  communi- 
ty against  another,  by  drawing  distinctions  in  so* 
cie(y,,and  by  inflated  appeals  to  the  vulgar  passions 
«and  prejudices  of  our  nature. 

Sir,  never,  never  do  I  witness  an  appeal  of  the 
kind,  coma  from wl^lt  quarter  it  may,but  ii  se;Mires 
to  the  utirrer  mf  nlpreme  aod  ineffable  contempt. 
My  miud  i^s  iqsjUi|ntrr  carried  to  other  countries  and 
other  feiceQei>|  there  is  presiinied  to  niy  view  Hevolu- 
tiujiary  Prance^  abd  t  behold  a  Marat,  a  Danion, 
and  a  Rqb^spifrrf,  weltering  in  human  gore,  riding 
over  the  |irg>trFie  rpligion  of  their  country  and  ail 
of  its  bsjrowed  insiitutjonb,  yetati  the  time  shooting 
hoMBiiai;  ii*  ihe  people,  and  boasting  that  the  mind 
of  man  was  on  iis  onward  march  to  freedom,  and 
thJii  the  spira  of  the  age  was  bursting  asunder  the 
bontls  of  priestcraft^  and  that  Ihey  were  erecting 
upon  the  throne  of  reason  the  only  true  religion; 
until,  finally,  t^ey  fell  victims  to  t^ir  own  damn- 
ing doctrines,  anff  left  their  country  "and  ifieilr  ^oirn- 


trv*s  liberty  an  easy  conquest  to  the  military  genius 
of  a  Bonaparte.  Compare  the  equalizing  and  mo- 
b<)cratic  doctrines  of  the  day  with  the  doctrines  just 
alluded  to,  and  you  vill  be  astonished  to  find  how 
well  they  agree.  What  do  we  hear  now,  sir  1  That 
bank<  are  behind  ihc  spirit  of  the  age;  that  the 
mind  of  man  is  on  its  oaward  mareh  to  freedom; 
and  that  we  are  about  to  burst  from  around  us  bank 
shackles,  and,  in  the  language  of  another,  "walk 
forth  redeemed,  regenerated,  aod  disenthralled, 
through  the  irresistible  genius^^  of  the  free  banking 
age.  S  r,  such  sentiments  as  these  produce  a  dread 
up»n  my  mind  that  possibly  ihe  day  is  not  far  dis- 
tant when  similar  blood-stained  scenes  may  be  en- 
acted evor  in  thl^  yet  free  country,  and  all  in  the 
name  of  the  ranch  abused  words  of  "liberty*'  and 
"Democracy.''  Sir,  I,  for  one.  look  upon  the  bank- 
ing system  (well  regulated)  as  a  ble/sing  given  to 
us,  founded  upon  the  past  experience  of  mankind; 
as  a  Fy.stem  more  becure  and  safe  than  private 
banking  companies,  and  as  a  shield  and  protector 
to  those  who  hare  but  lii'le  means  against  ihese 
who  have  an  abundance  of  means.  But  all  must 
now  be  abandoned  for  the  Sob-Treasury  scheme, 
even  at  the  expense  of  a  political  .someniet.  What, 
Mr.  Chairman,  is  this  much-ta)k-of  Sab-Treasury 
billl  It  is  simply  to  substitute  individuals  in  the 
place  of  bnnks  as  the  fitwal  agents  of  (he  Qovern- 
ment.  I  propot^e  to  adopt  as  my  own  Mr.  Polk's 
speech,  delivered  at  the  session  of  1834-5,  against 
this  change.  It  is  an  excellent  argument;  I  cannot 
belter  it;  but  let  it  speak  for  itself. 

"That  amendment  provides  that  the  collectors  of  the  piihllc 
revenue  shall  be  the  agents  of  the  Treasurer  to  keep  and  dis- 
burse the  same,  and  that  ihev  shall  receive  ao  annual  compen* 
saiion  for  their  services.  The  Secretary  in  his  report  has  not 
overlooked  the  description  of  pemonal  agency  here  proposed, 
but  has  submitted  his  viewB  to  Congress  in  relation  to  it.  He 
states  that  'iliis  kin<l  ofpeisonal  agency  is,  In  his  opinion,  to  be 
avoided  in  all  practicable  and  safe  caeee  under  out  present  sys- 
tem of  eeleeted  banks,  because  it  would  rehdorthe  syetem  less 
convenient,  leas  eecure,  and  more  complex,  if  not  more  expen- 
sive. Viilees  the  States  and  the  United  Statesshould  both  de^ra 
it  proper,  gradually,  »nd  in  the  end  entirely,  to  dispense  with 
the  paper  system, and  which  result  Is  not  anticipated,  the  Go* 
vemmeot  cannot  escape  oc^aaional  loesss  from  that  qusner, 
and  can  never  hofie.to  escape  all  losses  from  banks  as  fiscal 
ageats.  except  by  the  employment  in  their  place  of  other  and 
Individaal  agents  who  wJl  probably  t>e  found  lees  responsible, 
safe,  convenient,  or  eeonomical.'  A  corporation  may  be  eafer 
than  arty  individual  axent,  however  responsible  he  may  l>e, 
t>ecause  it  consists  of  an  association  of  lodividuala  who  have 
thrown  together  their  aggregate  wealth,  and  who  are  bound  in 
their  corporate  character  to  the  extent  of  their  whole  capital 
stock  for  the  deposiie.  In  adiiition  to  this,  the  Secretary  or  the 
Treaeury  may  require  as  heavy  collateral  security  in  additkinto 
ihelr  capiul  stock  paid  in,  from  such  a  corporat  on,  as  he  could 
from  an  individual  collector  or  receiver  which  makes  the  Go- 
vernment depoaite*  safer  in  the  hands  ofa  bank  than  it  could  be 
with  ao  individual.  It  may  be  well  questioned  whether  the 
heavieet  security,  which  the  most  wealthy  individtral  could  give, 
could  make  the  public  deposites  safe  ai  ihe  point  of  lari^e  col- 
lection. In  the  ciiy  of  New  York  half  the  revenue  is  Collected. 
Several  millions  oi  poblic  money  may  be  in  the  hands  of  a  re- 
ceiver at  one  lime,  and,  if  he  be  corrupt,  oi  shall  engage  in  spe* 
culaiion  or  trade,  and  meet  with  a  reverse  of  fbrtuoe,  the  loea 
sustained  by  the  Government  would  be  inevitable.  With  ample 
security,  as  it  wa^t  supposed,  the  Government  lost  a  million  or 
more  in  the  tea  ca'e«H  <ew  yttarsago.  The  lossesin  thrre  caws 
alone,  as  nittieJ  in  1827  and  ISiS,  when  it  was  supposed  am[»iB 
care  h^d  been  taken  to  ser  uie  the  debt,amnunted  tn  near  two  mil- 
lions. A^ihLn,  between  iherojiponsibiJity  ofapubHcrereiverahd 
bank  coipo rations,  as  banks  do  cxi#t,  and  are  likelv  to  exist  un- 
dtT  Slate  authority,  the  latter,  upon  the  ground  or  safety  to  the 
public,  are  to  be  preferred.  Banks,  when  they  are  safe,  recom- 
mend themselves  to  the  service  of  the  Treasury  for  other  rea- 
sons. The  tncrea<ed  facility  they  possess  over  individual  col- 
leca>rsur  receivers  in  making  transfers  of  public  money  to  die* 
tant  points  for  disbursement  without  charge  to  the  public.  In- 
deed,  this  is  a  service  which  individuals,  to  the  extent  of  our 
revenue,  ci>uld  not  perform.  It  may  happen,  in  the  fluctuation 
of  the  amount  of  revenue  and  expenditures,  that  there  will  be 
at  some  times  a  surplus  in  the  Trsasur)r,  which,  though  it  may 
be  temporary,  if  it  be  withdrawn  from  circulation,  and  placed  la 
the  strung  box  of  a  receiver,  the  amount  of  circulation  will  be 
injuriously  disturbed  by  hoarding  the  depoaiie,  by  which  the 
value  of  every  article  of  merchandise  and  property  woald  be 
affected.  Bo  that,  inasmuch  as  we  cannot  anticipate  or  esti- 
mate what  the  exact  amount  of  revenue  or  expenditure  may  be 
from  year  to  year,  there  may  occur  an  excess  in  the  Treasury 
nntimmediatety  called  for  to  be  disbursed,  which  it  would  bo 
very  inconvenient  to  abstract  from  trade  and  circulation. 
Whilst  (he  deposits  is  in  luuik,  the  bank  mav  use  it.  keeping  It- 
self reaMy,  at  the  same  time,  to  pay  when  demanded,  and  it  is 
not  wi'.Ii'rawn  from  general  clrculatino,  as  so  much  money 
lioaided,  nv.\  drawn  fh>m  the  use  of  the  community.  If  i.i  the 
hamb  of  u  'ftceivor,  they  may  either  h^ard  it  by  keeping  it 
locked  up  ill  a  strsng  box,  or  use  it  at  their  own  fw<  in  private 
speculation  or  trade,  or  they  mu!«L  for  their  own  secuniv  and 
on  their  own  responsibility,  place  it  at  last  on  deposite  in  rhe 
banks  for  safe-keemng  until  they  are  called  upon  by  the  Go- 
vernment fi>r  iu  This  temporary  lise  of  the  money  on  deposite 
in  bank  ronsiitotes  the  only  rompensatlon  which  the  bank  re- 
ceives for  the  risk  of  keeping  it,  and  for  the  services  it  per- 
forms. If  rcceivem  t>e  employed,  they  can  perform  no  other 
service  than  to  keep  the  money,  and  must  be  paid  a  compensa- 
tion from  the  Treaaory." 

Mr.  Chairman,  to  my  mind  this  is  a  very  concln* 
sive  argument.    The  gentleman  must  surely  have  I 


had,  at  the  time  of  its  delivery,  mis^iyioga  aa  to 
Swart wout*s  and  Pi  ice*s  recent  failure;  at  ail  events, 
it  was  pointed  out  in  his  remarks  with  amaziiig  ac- 
curacy. Sir,  it  must  be  admitted  by  all  that  this 
new  scheme  of  finance  will  increase  the  ExeeaUve 
patrbnage.  SiiU,  sir,  it  is  a^ked  for  in  the  naiae  of 
liberty  and  Democracy;  and  the  party  that  oppese 
it  are  dubbed  ''Federalists."  The  object  v^t  the 
frameis  of  the  Constitution  had  been  to  create  be- 
tween the  various  portions  of  our  political  syMea 
a  just  balance  of  power,  and  for  this  purpoce  Chef 
had  placed  ibe  Executive  as  a  balanoe-whael  to 
regulate  Ibe  movements  of  all  the  rest  of  the  ma- 
chine; but  it  was  obvious  that,  if  too  mnch  power 
was  thrown  upon  the  balance-wheel,  it  most  acce- 
lerate the  motion  of  the  other  parts  in  an  nndne 
and  destructive  degree.  Yet,  sir,  the  modem 
Democrats  are  clamorous  for  this  increase  of  power. 
Mr.  Chairman,  independent  of  that  view  of  the 
subject,  I  wish  to  ask  the  committee  a  plain  com- 
mon-sense question,  which  gotrs  to  the  vicals  of  ihis 
Sub-Tieasury  project.  In  the  transaction  of  mea'^ 
daily  business,  do  they  deposite  iheir  money  in 
iron  safest,  or  do  they  deposite  it  in  bankid  If 
every  business-man  in  the  country  prefers  banks 
as  the  safest  and  the  best,  why  should  not  the  same 
reason  apply  to  the  money  of  the  Govern nenti  Is 
the  interest  of  the  Government  differrni  from  that 
of  individuals,  when  the  qusstion  of  safety  is  the 
only  one  involved  in  the  transactiool  Tiftere  can 
be  no  reason  for  applying  a  different  rule.  All 
the  Government  and  all  the  individuals  want  to 
arrive  at,  is  the  safe-keeping  of  tbtir  money.  It 
is  the  duty  of  the  General  Government  to  aeeoa- 
mcKlaie  its  action  to  the  action  of  the  diffrreiit  Stale 
Governments^  The  States  u:>e  banks  as  fiscal 
agents,  aod  receive  bank  paper  in  payment  of 
public  dues.  If  the  General  CSovernment  should 
be  ^o  conduct/ed  a&  to  move  on  regardless  of  the 
action  of  the  States,  the  inevitable  result  most  be  a 
jarring  in  the  machine,  and,  if  it  continues,  ii  iiui34 
end  in  general  confusion  and  anarchy.  I  bad 
marked  in  my  notes  Senate  doctynent  No.  38,  aod 
bad  noii>d  several  portions  of  ii  to  be  reaid,  but  I 
will  not  detain  the  committee.  It  is  the  celebrated 
reform  and  retrenchment  report  of  iha  Senate  of 
the  United  States,  made-  in  1828.  I  will  read  but 
one  of  the  extracts.  The  writer,  after  baTing  por- 
trayed in  vivid  colors  the  dangers  to  l>e  appre- 
hended from  Executive  pairobage,  continues  by 
remarking: 

'*That  the  whole  of  this  creat  power  will  centra  in  the  Fm> 
•ident.  The  Kinf  of  England  is  the  fountain  ortioDor;  ilte 
President  Al' the  United  States  tlie  sonrca  of  patrooafa.  He 
presides  over  the  entire  system  of  jobs  and  contiaow.  lie  bs> 
power  over  tbe  support  of  the  Individuala  who  admlnisier  ihs 
•ystem:  he  makes  and  unmakes  them;  be  cbooen  fttira  the 
circle  of  hie  friends  and  sopporters,  and  tamj  dssnisB  than; 


and,  upon  all  iha  nrincioles  of  human  action,  will  i 
as  oden  ss  they  nisappoint  his  ezpftctations.  Hk  spirit  wiB 
animate  their  artionA  m  all  the  elections  to  State  airi  Fs4m 
offices.  Again:  we  muKt  then  look  forward  to  the  time  vkea 
thepub'ic  revenue  will  be  doubled,  when  ibe  civil  and  mUiiaiy 
o(flC(>ra  will  be  quadrupled,  when  its  inlluence  over  indJTiJaals 
will  be  multiplied  ta  sn  indefinite  extent,  when  the  Dommson 
of  tbe  President  can  carry  any  man  through  the  Seoace^  and  fan 
recommendation  can  carry  any  measure  through  tlie  two  Bo 
of  Congress;  when  the  principle  of  public  acu<ni  will  be  <. 
and  avowed;  it  e  Preeident  wants  my  voia,  and  I  wmm  lils-f«- 
trtwage.  I  will  rote  as  h«  wiehea,  and  be  will  give  ma  Ihaiiftw 
I  wish  for     What  « ill  this  be  hut  the  government  of  one  man: 


and  what  is  the  government  of   one  man  but  a 
Names  are  ooihing." 

Mr.  Chairman,  when  I  read  tiiis  repon,  I  am 
bound  to  believe  that  Thomas  H.  Benton  was  per^ 
milted  to  liA  up  the  curtain  at  time,  and  view  with 
his  naked  ey*  the  transactiooM  of  the  present  ^y. 
How  eompleleij,  sir,  is  the  Presidential  qoesiioa 
swallowing  up  every  ihin «  else !  la  my  own  State 
a  candidate  for  Qovrrnor  has  made  a  tour  of  the 
State,  addressing  :h^  pc**ple.  He  searoelj  conde- 
scended to  Doiioe  Sta.e  policy.  He  seemed  to  ad 
fron  the  belief  that  if  he  couUl  prove  Henry  Clay 
to-be  the  biggest  scoundrel  on  earth,  aad  that  a 
United  StaAes  Bunk  was  the  greatest  moasier  on 
earih,  it  would  fulUt-v  as  a  w.  u  er  of  ooarse  that 
Martin  Van  Boren  ^asa  cii  ver  fellow,  the  Sob- 
Treasury  bill  a  harmless  little  animal,  aad  of 
course  that  he  K«>ald  make  a  good  GtoveiBor. 
These  certainly  wt  re  jompiog  conclanoaa.  If  aver- 
Ihcless,  sir,  it  seemed  ii»  he  tbe  opinioii  of  the  gen- 
ileman  that  it  was  ihe  cnly  p roeeas  neeeiBary  io.ae- 
complish  his  gubernatorial  purpo^.  What  have 
become  of  tl^  pledges  made  to  curtail  ihis  paiiui- 
age  by  the  party)    I  aver  that  there  has  not  ~ 
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fTen  an  attempt  on  their  part  to  fatfil  them.  The 
Adiniois!ration  came  into  power  under  solemn 
pledges  to  do  so,  and  to  prerent  office  holders  from 
meddlmiir  in  the  freedom  of  elections,  and  to  place  in 
officeonly  compe  entmen.  Yet  how  oHen -have  these 
pVrfprs  been  violated?  h  had  been  raraored  through 
the  House  at  the  last  sesJ^ion  of  Congrcps,  I  will  not 
say  wiih  what  truth,  that  a  certain  distinguished 
gentleman  from  Peonsylvania  (Mr.  Muhlenberg) 
had  been  appointed  MiDister  to  Austsia  chiefly  be- 
eaose  he  was  able  to  speak  Dutch.  His  rival, 
who  held  an  inferior  station  under  the  General  Go- 
Termeot,  became  displeased;  rumor  saitl  he  was 
about  to  resign  his  office  and  retire  displeased,  if 
not  an  opponent  of  the  Administration.  What 
did  the  country  see  next?  He  was  speedily  ap* 
pointed  collector  at  the  port  of  Philadelf^hia,  and 
in  quick  time  this  gentleman*;  name  wa$  paraded 
at  ihe  head  of  a  list  of  office  holders,  cailini?  on 
the  people  of  ihat  Slate  to  rally  around  the  Presi- 
dent and  support  the  Sub-Treasury  bill.  Then, 
air,  have  I  not  .••poken  truth  when  I  aver  that  the 
pledges  and  p^onli^es  of  the  party  bavCbeen  most 
shamrfolly  violated?  They  pledged  themselves 
againsl  all  interference  with  the  freedom  of  elec- 
tions; yet  what  has  been  heard  this  very  day  in  the 
other  end  of  the  Capitol?  There  the  Administra- 
tion Senators  were  openly  advocating  and  defend- 
ing the  right  of  Federal  office  holders  to  interfere 
in  Ihe  Siaie  elections !  Surely  they  arc  the  very 
last  men  on  the  face  r>f  the  earth  ^ho  should  avow 
such  an  opinion;  for  t^r  reverse  of  thiit  opinion 
wa>  the  very  key  which  opened  the  dot>r  of  power 
for  their  party,  li  was  their  perpetual  ibeme.  Yet 
now  ihey  are  unbloshingly  sustaining  ihe  direct  re- 
verse of  aN  they  had  been  singing  in  the  people^s 
ears  for  years  together  I  I  glory  in  the  thought, 
.  Wr.  Chairman,  that,  hnmMc  as  I  am,  even  in  the 
roidst  of  General  Jarkson's  bright  and  palmy  day?, 
I  denounced  the  pre^^edents  as  wrong,  and  dangerous 
to  the  foiurc  prospeiiiy  of  my  country. 

The  party  promised  the  nation  reform:  where  is 
it?  They  premised  economy,  and  ye'l  inemselvrs 
have  spent  more  money,  three  times  tfver,  than  the 
Administration  they  cried  down  for  ffs  extrava- 
gance. They  tumed  out  thousands  to  make  room  • 
for  their  own  partisans;  and  what  do  these  new 
office  holders  turn  out  to  be?  Let  the  quarterly, 
iDOothly,  almost  daily  return  of  new  defaulters 
answer.  When  the  Opposition  asked  for  a  com- 
mittee to  infiuire  into  some  of  the  gravest  of  these 
defalcations,  they  were  met  by  every  effort  to  evade 
scraiiny  f  r  make  it  ineffectual.  The  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  was  defended  upon  this  floor,  (with 
all  the  lawyer-like  tact  and  ability  that  distinguishes 
an  able  counsel,  while  defending  a  criminal  at  the 
bar  of  his' country,)  though  obviously  guilty  of  di- 
rect c/^nnivance  at  fraiid,  or.  the  most  obvious  ne- 
glect of  doty. 

I  will  point  out  the  means  which  were  resorted 
to  in  order  to  render  the  Sub-Treasury  bill  palata- 
ble to  the  people.    The  well  knew  ihat  that  scheme 
of  liaaoce  never  would  gq.  down  with  the  country 
uaiess  under  a  state  of  great  excitement;  hence, 
the  party  arc  anxious  todiaw  off  the  public  mind, 
and  get  it  occupied  with  any  thing  but  this;  they 
are  trying  to  make  an  issue  about  the  tariff,  abooi 
internal  improvements,  about  Abolition;   but  all 
these  questions  have  nothing  to  do  with  the  matter. 
Who   is  peeking  to  disturb  the  taiiffl    Who  ba|i 
ever  proposed  any  direct  action  of  Congress  for 
the  abolition  of  slavery  in  the  States?    Nobody. 
The    mo6t  extravagant  appeals  are  made,  but  all 
on  collateral  issues.    They  are  trying  to  make  the 
people  believe  that  all  the  old  party  distinctions 
are  to  be  reyived.    I  would  be  glad  to  have  any 
gentleman  point  out  to  me,  as  existing  now,  one 
single  thing  that  went  to  mark  the  line  of  demarca- 
tion between  Federalists  and  Democrats  in  1798. 
There  is  not  one  left,  not  oae.    There  are  many 
^reat   systems  of  policy  which,  under  one  set  ol^ 
eircamsiances,  would  be  good  and  wise,  and  under 
;diff*erent  circumstances  mjg^^  ^  j^^  ^®  reverse. 
'^JThe  history  of  the  tariff  ^ad  internal  improvement^ 
.by  the  Oeoeral  Governoi^jit  may  be  cited  as  iur 
.stances  in  proof  of  th(J^   jdea.    Still,  sir,  deman 
^ogoes  arc  found  ^ft\h^gr  orer  the  country,  de^* 
jiouQciog  oae  man,  a.  7  pr»i»J"»S  another,  whea 
both  hare  gireo  ii^^^  VP^^  ^  ^  "'"'^^  objeb*' 


tionable  measures,  (I  mean  Henry  Clay  and  Mar- 
tin Van  Buren,)  and  both,  with  the  change  of  cir- 
cumstances that  surrounds  the  tariff  and  internal 
improrements,  have  abandoned  those  systtems.  Is  it 
not  the  doty  of  every  American  statesman  to  declare 
that  the  real  qaestion  now  at  i*^soe  in  this  country 
is  the  quefrtion  between  a  Sob-Treasury  and  a  Bank 
of  the  United  Slates?  Is  it  a  worthy  course  to  at- 
tempt to  d<*ceive  and  delude  men  not  familiar  with 
these  subjects?  I  would  be  the  last  man  that  wotid 
support  an  individual  for  the  Presidency  who  would 
revive  doctrines  which  he  has  ever  repudiated. 

I  have  detained  the  committee  far  loo  long  a 
time,  at)d  will  bring  my  remarks  to  a  close,  with  a 
word  or  two  upon  the  question  of  banks  and  cur- 
rency. I  am  satisfied  that  the  country  has  yet  to 
pass  through  another  ''experiment;**  seeming  pros- 
perity will  Again  surround  us,  and  then  reverses 
and  bankruptcies  will  ensue.  There  is  something 
to  my  mind  so  licentious  in  the  idea  of  a  free  bank- 
ing law;  it  is  so  novel,  so  absurd,  to  think  of  bank- 
ine,  not  only  upon  all  the  gold  and- silver,  but  upon 
real  estate,  that  I  am  astonisheti  that  the  system 
should  find  sn  advocate  on  earth;  still,  I  greatly 
fear  that  it  is  to  become  the  popular  doctrine  of  the 
day;  if  8>y,  the  advocates  of  a  United  States  Bank 
mast  again  wait  the  result  of  this  new  experiment. 
It  is  the  duty  of  the  Oovernment  to  regulate  the 
cnnency,  as  much  so  as  it  is  the  duty  of  the  Gene- 
ral Government  to  reaulaie  weights  and  measures. 
We  have  a  Government  within  a  Government,  re- 
quiring the  action  of  separai"  Lf^islatures,  and-it 
is  impossible  to  have  a  uniform  and  sound  curren- 
cy without  the  action  of  the  General  Governmeat. 
True,  Martin  Van  Buren,  in  his  message  at  the 
exira  session,  labored  to  prove  that  England  suf- 
fered by  the  late  (evulsion  as  much  as  the  United 
States.  It  wa!«  a  hasty  remark.  In  England,  they 
had  overtraded  and  were  embarra*^se»l;  thecircnlat- 
in?  medium  pas>ed  at  par,  coextensive  with  the 
GovernmeuT;  exchanges,  domestic  and  foreign 
were  cheap.  Then, sir,  indebtedness  alone  was  all 
they  complained  of.  In  America  we  had,  aided 
to  our  indebtednes.s,  a  cuireucy  deranged,  and  at 
a  runous  discount;  domestic  and  foreign  exchange 
extravagantly  high.  The  difference  is  very  strik- 
ing. My  c<mstituents  ask,  at  the  hands  of  the  Go- 
vernment, a  policy  that  will  guard  against  a  simi- 
lar misfortune.  Every  schoitlboy  knows  that 
overtrading,  and,  consequently,  revulsian.%  will 
take  place  occasionally  in  any  country,  no  matter 
whether  the  currency  is  gold  and  silver,  or  paper; 
and  all  the  country  asks  is,  that,  when  overukcn 
with  adversity,  the  janiag  aciion  of  the  States  and 
Federal  Government  shall  not  add  to  their  misfor- 
tunes an  unsound  and  depreciated  currency.  Give 
them  a  currency  that  is  uniform  in  value,  and  they 
will  not  be  found  knocking  at  the  door  of  Congress 
for  relief,  nor  will  your  President  have  it  in  his 
power  to  say  to  them  that  they  are  in  the  habit  of 
looking  to  the  Government  for  too  much.  The 
Americans  are  brave,  intelligent,  and  enterprising; 
and  let  youi  Government  pursue  a  steady  and  fixed 
policy,  and  not  be  changing  with  each  popular 
breeze  that  may  sweep  over  the  land,  and  tbey  will, 
be  found  buffeting  the  waves  of  life*s  tempestuous 
sea  without  a  murmur. 

Mr.  Chairman,  1  have  done;  and  I  offer  as  an 
apology  to  the  committee  for  the  length  of  time  I 
have  detained  them,  the  fact  that  I  speak  but  sel* 
dom.  _ 

SPEECH  OP  Mr!  UNDERWOOD, 
In  ihe  HouK  of  Repruentatioes^  fVednevfay,  January, 

16,  1838— On  the  motion  for  an  ibquiry  into  the 

late  Defalcations  of  Pob!ic  OQicers. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  said  that  he  rose  to  state 
some  facts  to  the  House  in  relation  10  the  defalcan 
tion  of  General  Gratiot,  which  he  considered  verf 
important,  connected  with  the  subject  under  con- 
sideration. The  fycU  would  place  the  conduct  o(j 
the  Administration,  upon  one  point,  beyond  a^ 
cayii  and  dispute.  Tne  faeU  would  prove  thaff 
Gel^eral  Gratio^  was  retained  in  office  for  yearM 
after  he  was  a  known  defaulter,  and  treated  aft 
such  by  the  stoppage  of  his  pay.  The  evidence 
was  conclusive,  and  fully  established  a  remarkable 
lenity,  if  not  a  criminal  connivance,  on  the  part  01 
I  the  AdnliaialcaUon. 


It  is  true  (&aid  Mr.  XT.)~  that  General  Qratjot 
claims  a  right  to  retain  the  inouev,to  satisfy  de- 
mands which  he  has  against  the  tSdternmeni ;  and 
the  foundation  of  this  claim  is  stated  ia  ihit  commu- 
nication made  by  General  Gratiot,  aodbrdefed  totie 
printed  with  the  papers  f^om  the  De(iM|tpief)t.  But 
whether  General  Gratiot's  view  be  rt^f'df  wrongs 
and  whether  the  claim  set  up  by  him  is.  orl.<r  not,  al- 
lowed by  the  judicial  tribunal  whien  strill' ulti- 
mately decide  the  question,  can  hite  no  effect 
whatever  in  judging  of  the  propriety  of  the  condtsct 
of  the  Admmistratiou  in  retaining  him  in  office. 
He  was  considared,  treated,  and  finally  dismi.<:tied, 
as  a  defaulter.  It  is  the  principle  of  Iha  Adminis- 
tration >- the  principfe  1^  which  the  *<jrar(y"i8gov-' 
emed — that  concerns  the  peopFe  at  large,  much 
more  than  the  nature  of  General  Gratiot*s  defence, 
or  the  motives  by  which  Hb  has  been  actuated  in 
using  the  public  money. 

As  the  report  from  the  Secretary  of  War  was  in 
res).onse  to  a  resolution  adopted  by  the  Hous^  at 
my  instance,  (said  Mr.  U.,)  I  thought  I  might  fol- 
low the  document  to  the  prinier*8  ofiSce,  and  there 
examine  ii  before  it  was  printed.  I  did  so.  It  ap- 
pears from  the  document  that,  on  the  settlement  of 
General  Gratioi*it  acconais,  there  was  a  balance 
struck  against  him  on  the  94th  of  March,  1831, 
amounting  to  |8,958  91.  In  this  settlement  the 
aecouuting  officers  did  not  allow  all  the  sums 
claimed  by  General  Gratiot  as  credits.  If  his 
principles  for  settling  the  account  had  t^en  ad»  pted, 
he  would,  at  that  time,  have  heen  indebted 
$Q,508  53  only.  The  large  balance,  to  wit, 
|S,958  91,  was  reported  to  the  Second  Comp'roller 
of  the  Treasury  as  being  due  by  General  Gratiot 
on  the  31st  if  August,  1831,  for  the  purpose  of 
having  ht^  pay  stopped  ;  and  agairi  reported  on  ihe 
llih  of  August,  1833.  Ia  SeptemVr,  1831, 
the  acting  Secretary  of  War,  Mr.  Mcl^ane,  sus- 
peodrd.the  stoppage  of  pay.  I  had  aot  time  to  pe- 
ruse all  the  oorreepottdcnce,  and  cannot .  therefore 
say  whether  any  reason  has  been  assigned,  or  is  to 
be  found  among  the  papett,  for  tha  iitep  taken  by 
the  Secretary  in  suspending  the  steppage  of  pay. 
Nor  did  I  discover  any  renewal  of  the  order  stop- 
ping pay  until  1836.  Nor  did  I  find  any  reason 
assigned  why  the  act  of  the  25ih  of  Jcauary,  1898, 
requiring  the  stoppai^  of  ibe  pay  of  de&nlting 
officers  of  Government  was  not  enforced  and  ap- 
plied to  Gen.  Gratiot,  for  the  time  running  between 
the  Uth  of  August,  1833,  and  the  year  1836,  when 
the  order  stopping  hi<  pay  was  renewed,  and  con- 
tinued in  force  until  his  dismissal  in  December  last. 

In  April,  1833,  General  Gratiot  presented  a  new 
account,  in  which  he  abandoned  his  claim  for  a 
per  diem  allowance  for  superintending  certain  pub- 
lic works,  and  which  he  relied  on  in  1831,  and 
claimed  as  compensation  for  his  extra  services  one 
per  cent  on  the  amount  of  public  money  disbursed 
by  him.  The.  claim  of  one  percent^  on  his  dis- 
bursements was  rejected  by  the  acaounting  officers. 
It  thus  appears  that  be  was  unable  to  li(H>idate  the 
balance  found  against  him  in  1831  by  shifting  his 
position  and  assuming  new  ground. 

Notwithstaadittg  the  difference  which  had  taken 
place  between  Geaeral  Oratlor  and  ilie  accounting 
officers  of  the  Treasury  Department  in  vegard  10 
the  setilemeat  of  bis  accounts,  aad  although  he  was 
a  reported  defaulter  ia  1831  for  more  Ikan  eight 
thoQsaod  dollars,  ffly  ikntmui  dollars  were  placed 
to  hw  ciedil  in  the  year  1835,  in  oae  of  the  New 
York  banks.  Soon  thereaHer  he  returned  f  15J)00 
of  the  money  to  the  Treasury,  and  the  balance, 
I  (^5,000,  in  addition  to  the  fB,958  91,  he  still  re- 
tains. I  have  thus  given  the  Hoose  a  brief  state- 
ment ef  the  important  facts  of  the  ease,  as  •!  collected 
them  nrom  a  hasty  examination  of  the  papen. 
What  will  the  American  People  think  of  themi 
What  can  they  think  of  those  at  tlfee  head  of  the 
Executive  Qovemmeat,  who  detect  a  defaulter, 
ihea  stop  his  pky,  then  easpend  the  stoppage,  then 
put  in  his  hands  mors  money  to  augmeat  the  defal- 
cation, then  stop  hii  phy  again,  keep  hhn  ia  office 
from  18^6  to  1838,  applying  the  enolumeata  of  hia 
office  la  thedieoharge  of  the  defaksaUon,  and  then 
dSsmisB  him  from  eeiriee !  And  yet,  air,  all  these 
things  have  been  done  ondar  Ae  auspioes  of 
•Andiew  Jackson  and  Mania  Van  Baren!  W«re 
they  Ignorant  of  General  Qfmtioi'e  deCakatloal 
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Pid  the  Socreiary  of  War  and  the  accouniiog  offi- 
cers of  the  Trsasnry  keep  them  in  ignorance  of  the 
/ae<5  daring  a  period  of  more  than  seven  years? 
Jf  that  be  the  excuse,  what  becomes  of  that  Execu- 
tive vigilanoe  so  much  lauded  during  Jackson's 
Administration,  and  which,  it  was  said,  carried  him 
into  all  the  Departments,  inspecting  every  thing 
minutely,  and  correcting  all  abases ;  and  which 
enabled  him  to  certify  to  the  American  People  that 
all  was  well?  S:r,  it  was  never  any  thing  but  a 
hollow  pretension  circulated  to  deceive  the  people. 
Can  you  find  cases  like  this  under  the  Administra- 
tion of  Washington,  or  the  five  succeeding  Presi- 
dents? We  have  been  told  by  the  gentleman  from 
Marj^Iand  (Mr.  Thomas)  that  defalcations  have 
happened  under  ail  Administration?,  and  may  be 
expected  to  happen  again ;  that  no  President  can 
prevent  it.  And  the  gentleman  from  New  York 
(Mr.  Tatlor)  has  busied  him^If  makini^  calcu- 
lations to  prove  that,  If  you  regard  the  amount  lost 
by  defalcations,  the  Administration  of  Jackson  wilt 
occupy  a  very  favorable  position,  when  compared 
with  that  of  any  other  President.  These  statements 
may  be  all  true,  but,  if  ihey  are,  what  do  they 
amount  to  in  this  discussion  ?  Nothing  at  all,  ex- 
cept to  draw  ofif  the  minds  of  the  people  from  the 
real  issue  between  the  great  parties  in  this  country. 
The  question  is  not  whether  defaulters  can  be  found 
under  all  Admmistrations,  and  how  much  money 
the  people  have  lost  by  them  under  the  dififerent 
Administrations.  No,  sir ;  such  matters  are  art- 
fully suggested  to  decoy  us — to  lead  us  off  from  the 
ground  where  the  game  lurks.  The  real  issue — 
the  only  point  in  controversy — ^invoIves  the  prin- 
ciples of  the  preseni  and  late  Administrations  in 
reference  to  defaulters  and  their  treatment.  Do 
those  in  power  set  their  faces  agam&t  defalcations 
with  a  withering  sternness  aiud  justice  calculated  to 
make  the  guilty  tremble  ?  or  do  they  coax,  and 
soothe,  and  wink  at  the  defaulter  while  they  see  him 
pocket  the  people's  money  ?    That  is  the  question. 

Sir,  let  gentlemen  go  back  lo  the  days  of  Wash- 
ington, and  find  an  instance  where  a  man  has  been 
kept  in  office  seven  years  aner  he  was  found  to  be 
a  defaulter  upon  the  settlement  of  his  accounts ; 
let  a  case  be  found  where  large  sums  have  been 
advanced  to  an  ascertained  defaulter,  and  no  suit 
brought  to  recover  the  public  moneys  ;  and  when 
such  a  case  it  brought  forward,  (hen  I  will  go  into 
comparisons^-then  1  will  contrast  the  purity  of 
Washington's  Administration  with  the  semblance 
of  Jackson's,  and  not  till  then. 

It  is  remarkable,  and  it  will  so  be  put  down  in 
history,  that  the  distinguishing  characteristic  of 
Jackson's  Administration  consists  in  fair  promises, 
in  patriotic  professions,  by  which  the  people  were 
deceived,  and  which  were  utterly  disregarded  after 
they  were  made.  At  the  commencement  of  his 
official  career,  the  doctrine  promulgated  as  orthodox 
led  us  to  believe  that  every  one  who  touched  the 
public  money,  or  usod  it  contrary  to  law,  should  be 
severely  punished.  You  remember  the  case  of 
Tobias  Watkins.  He  was  disgraced,  removed  from 
office,  indicted,  convicted,  incarcerated,  and  his 
family  left  to  shift  for  themselves  or  starve.  How 
many  years  he  lay  in  jail  I  have  forgotten,  sir. 
His  offence  was,  appropriating  to  his  own  use  a 
few  thousand  doliais  of  the  public  money.  Not 
more  than  three  or  four  thousand,  if  I  remember 
rightly.  Here  was  an  example  Mt.  How  has  the 
precedent  been  followed?  What  officer  since  the 
days  of  Watkins,  who  has  appropriated  the  public 
money  to  his  own  use,  has  been  indicted  for  mal- 
versation and  swindling?  Who  amon^  the  nu- 
merous defaulting  receivers,  has  been  called  to  the 
bar  of  justice,  to  answer  as  a  criminal?  Watkins, 
who  only  got  two  vr  three  thousand,  is  punished ; 
but  those  who  get  fifiy  or  a  hundred  thousand  go 
scot-free.  Ay,  sir,  th»y  not  only  go  unpunished, 
but  they  are  recommended  by  Qovemment  agents 
as  proper  persons  to  be  continued  in  office,  in  con- 
sequence of  a  certain  loopeness  in  public  morals, 
which  renders  it  impracticable  to  find  a  successor 
who  would  not  do  the  same  thing ;  and,  therefore, 
we  are  told  it  is  better  to  continue  the  incumbent, 
who  had  already  taken  as  much  public  money  as 
he  could  conveniently  use,  than  to  induct  an  empty, 
hungry,  ungorged  inccessor,  greedy  for  more 
**  spoils."    Sir,  the  lettrr  and  recommendation  oi 


Mr.   Garesch€   will  long   be  remembered  by  the 
Amerii*an  People. 

The  conduct  of  the  late  and  present  Administra- 
tions in  respect  to  Watkins,  and  the  host  of  default- 
ers who  have  subsequently  disgraced  the  country, 
reminds  me  of  an  occurrence  in  the  far  Wrst.  I 
will  tell  the  story,  but  conceal  the  names  of  the 
parlies.  Pity  shields  thfm  from  prr^sentaiiun  to 
public  scorn.  An  old  man  who  wa**  perpetually 
extolling  his  own  virtues  and  decrying  those  of  other 
people,  and  who  was  above  all  **  concealment,''  ac- 
cording to  his  repeated  avowals,  was  parsing,  on 
his  way  home,  after  running  down  the  noblest  buck- 
in  the  forest,  by  a  little  cornfield  nf  a  neighbor, 
remotely  situated  from  the  dwelling-house.  His  son 
and  his  dogs  were  along,  much  fatigued  by  the  recent 
chase.  The  old  man  discovered  in  the  field  a  single 
ho^ — a  runt — engaged  in  breaking  down  the  stalks 
and  eating  the  corn.  He  immediately  swore  **  by 
the  Eternal"  that  he  never  could  witness  such  a 
sight  without  feeling  the  strongest  indignation  against 
the  guilty  brute,  and  he  instantly  ordeied  his  son  to 
set  the  dogs  on,  declaring  at  the  moment  that  if  they 
tore  him  to  pieces  it  would  be  a  good  th.ng,  inas- 
much as  by  such  means  the  neighborhood  might 
get  clear  of  a  bad  breed  of  hogs.  The  boy  obeyed, 
and  the  dogs  reluctantly  engaged  in  the  less  neble 
work,  and,  being  the  more  furious  and  savage  in 
consequence  of  fatigue,  mangled  the  animal  until 
his  life  was  in  danger.  The  youth,  not  wholly 
destitute  of  compassion  even  towards  a  hog,  at 
length  f«ized  and  threw  him  ever  the  fence,  and 
called  off  the  dogs.  The  old  man  said  it  was  useless 
to  go  round  the  fence  to  stop  the  holes,  as  he  was 
certain  the  lei»son  would  effectually  'cach  the  hog 
never  to  enter  there  again.  So  they  went  on  home 
without  repairing  the  fence,  taking  care,  however, 
to  pass  by  the  owner  of  the  field,  to  let  him  know 
how  kind  and  neighborly  they  had  been  in  turning 
the  hog  out.  Nut  long  aHerwards  the  old  man,  his 
son,  and  the  dogs  were  going  by  the  same  field,  and 
m  it,  instead  of  one  they  discovered  a  laige  gang 
of  hogs,  of  all  sizes,  variously  en^^aged.  Some  were 
bieaking  down  the  stalks  and  cracktng  the  corn  with 
voracious  appetites ;  some,  apparently  surfeited, were 
moping  at  the  heels  of  those  stimulated  by  hunger; 
and  a  goodly  number  had  husks  and  fodder  m  ihoir 
mouths; some  frisking,and  others  deliberately  march- 
ins  to  the  panels  of  the  fence,  there  to  make  them- 
selves plea^nt  beds  with  the  "  jpotit."  As  the  old 
man  snw  what  was  going  on  at  a  distance,  he  said 
lo  his.*«ori,  ^'NoMT,  my  bov,  our  dogs  shall  have 
sport.  "  indeed,  the  prospect  of  a  general  uproar, 
.soiiic  figbticg,  and  ihccomtninglemeniof  shouting-, 
yelping,  and  squalling,  in  a  neighbor's  cornfield, 
was  a  scene  by  no  means  disagreeable  to  the  old 
man's  taste.  He  therefore  mounted  the  fence  with 
alacrity,  iutendmg  to  post  himself  and  witness  the 
feats  of  his^  son  and  the  dogs,  while  "silting  on  a 
rail."  But  he  no  Fooner  straddled  the  rider,*  than  his 
aspect  suddenly  changed  He  turned  to  his  son, 
climbing  up  behind  him,  and  said,  "  Why  these 
are  my  kogs  7  *  The  boy  gazed  in  s^ilence  a  moment, 
and  then  with  an  arch  look  replied,  *'  As  I  live,  'lis 
true  !  but  I  reckon,  iho',  I  must  dog  them  a  little." 
The  old  man  took  a  "  sober  second  thought,"  and, 
after  a  minute's  gaze,  he  said,  "  Perhaps,  my  son, 
it  would  have  been  better  for  the  owner  of  the  corn, 
if  we  had  stopped  the  holes  the  other  day.  We 
broke  down. a  good  deal  of  corn,  and  did  mischief 
in  getting  out  a  single  runt  with  dogs.,  and  we  shall 
not  leave  a  stalk  standing  it  we  serve  all  my  gang 
in  that  way.  I  know,  too,  your  mammy  will  not 
like  it;  for  I  have  often  heard  her  say  s»he  could  net 
bear  to  make  souse  nut  of  hogs'  ears  that  had  been 
torn  by  dogs.  I  will  therefore  take  the  dogs  off, 
and  leave  yon  to  tole  or  drive  the  hogs  out  as  peace- 
bly  as  you  can."  The  boy  ventured  to  ask,  **  What 
will  the  owner  of  the  corn  think,  if  he  finds  out 
that  we  do  not  treat  our  hogs  like  those  of  other 
people?"  The  old  man  put  his  forefinger  upon  his 
lip,  gave  his  son -a  signifi<^nt  look,  and  departed 
with  the  dogs  in  silence.  But,  unfortunately  for 
his  reputation,  he  had  not  more  than  got  out  of 
sight  of  the  field,  when  he  met  the  owner  oi  his 
way  to  it.  Their  conversation  was  very  brief,  as 
the  old  man  said  he  was  in  a  hurry.    His  son  was 

*  Th»  hif  hMt  rail  which  iwis  upon  tb«  tukm  of  a  fence. 


found  in  the  field  toiling  and  coaxing  the  hogs  to  a 
gap.  The  circumstances  were  so  plain  that  the 
owner  of  the  corn  ever  after  told  the  story  1  have 
related,  and  no  one  doubted  its  tmth. 

Yon  now  propose  to  raise  a  committee  to  inquire 
into  the  depredations  upon  the  Treasury,  and  year 
resolutions  direct  the  committee  to  inquire  into  the 
''  covset"  of  the  late  defalcations.  Why.  sir,  it 
seems  to  me  there  is  no  difficulty  in  assigning  the 
immediate  "canoes"  of  these  peculations.  Your 
qffieer$  ate  not  trust-worthy;  they  cannot  resist 
temptation — they  art;  di<ihonest.  These  are  the  im- 
mediate causes  of  de/alcations.  [  admit,  where 
an  officer  has  a  claim  against  the  Government, 
which  in  his  conscience  he  believes  to  be  just  and 
le|?al,  and  retains  as  niuch  money  as  will  pay  him- 
self, and  no  more,  there  may  be  eztennatins  dr- 
cumstancrs  which  will  excuse  him  from  the  impn- 
taiion  of  base  motives ;  but  I  reject  the  idea  totally 
th^t  an  officer  should  be  permitted  to  redress  him- 
self by  appropriating  to  his  own  oss  the  public 
money  in  his  hands,  upon  the  pretext  that  the  Gov- 
ernment is  indebted  to  him.  The  system  which 
allows  offioers'^to  raise  accounts  against  the  Govern- 
ment for  exua  services  is  wrong.  We  shonM  have 
the  nature  of  the  service  and  the  oompensatioii  so 
well  defined  by  law  that  there  could  be  no  d^nts 
in  settling  accounts.  But,  sir,  the  largest  class  of 
defaulters  have  no  pretext  of  indebtedness  lo  tbem 
by  the  Government,  behind  which  to  escape  from 
public  odium.  They  have  used  the  public  money 
knowingly,  wilfully,  and  wickedly.  There  is  no 
palliating  circumstance.  The  emue  of  their  con- 
duct is  to  be  found  in  their  destitution  of  moral 
principle.  They  are  atheists  of  the  French  school. 
Their  god  is  the  world ;  their  heaven  is  the  gratifi- 
cation of  their  senses.  They  fear  no  puni^unent, 
and  they  march  to  their  object  by  plundering  the 
public.  The  evil  lies  in  appointing  such  officers. 
Can  it  be  that  the  nation  is  .^o  corrupt  we  cannot 
find  homU  men  to  receive  and  disburse  the  public 
money  7  I  do  not  believe  we  have  reached  that 
poioi  of  degradation  yet ;  but  we  shall  come  to  it, 
unletis  the  unprincipled  career  of  political  jngglen 
can  be  arretted.  Sir,  the  Executive,  for  the  last 
ten  years,  has  selected  for  office  brawling  politi- 
cians, overlooking  business  talents  and  ha)^ 
Capacity  for,' and  devotion  to,  and  succem  in,  the 
mechanical,  agricultural,  or  commercial  pnisoits, 
or  the  professions  of  physic  or  law,  have  t>em  no 
recommendation  in  behalf  of  an  individoal  seekii^ 
public  employment.  On  the  contrary,  the  veiy  fatt 
that  the  individual  prospered  in  his  avocation, 
whatever  it  might  be,  i^eemed  to  constimte  a  har- 
rier to  political  preferment  and  promou'on  in  the 
estimation  of  the  Executive.  Such  persons  have 
been  overlooked,  and  offices  conferred  on  those 
who  have,  by  their  conduct,  by  their  failures,  man- 
ifested a  want  of  capacity  or  energy  in  their  bast- 
ness.  Thus  it  has  been  that  the  Ezecative  depart- 
ment, in  its  appointments  to  office,  has  violated  the 
plainest  dictates  of  common  sense  and  oommoa 
prudence.  The  man  who  has  failed  in  every  other 
bu»ness  he  engaged  in,  as  the  last  resort  tries  the 
trade  of  politics.  He  manofactores  and  eircolaiss 
falsehoods ;  he  assails  the  reputation  of  all  those 
who  sund  in  his  way ;  he  extols  and  flaUos  all 
those  from  whom  he  expects  aid ;  and  he  nniles 
with  others  alil:e  destitute  of  principle  lo  advance 
to  the  Presidency  a  man  who  will  dispense  rewarls 
to  his  supporters — who  will  use  the  patronage  iab- 
dent  lo  his  exalted  station  for  the  benefit  of  a  parly. 
These  are  the  men  who  live  by  the  trade  of  policies. 
Their  object  and  their  aim  is  self-aggrandizement 
They  go  for  the  "  spoils"  of  office.  They  ha«  00 
idea  of  that  lofty  gratification,  that  tranquil  de^ght, 
which  flows  to  a  great  mind  and  a  liberal  brtut  as 
the  most  precious  reward  of  the  proper  disc&aige 
of  official  duties.  They  have  no  idea  of  those  en- 
joyments of  the  true  pauiot  resulting  from  ofieial 
benefactions  to  his  fellow-citizens,  and  vhkh,  with 
him,  are  the  chief  considerations  imparting  ?alae 
to  office.  The  Father  of  his  country  knew  the 
value  of  office  and  station  in  these  respects.  1W 
modern  officeholder  tests  its  valae  by  dolims  and 
cents.  And  think  you,  sir,  when,  by  comb' 
and  all  sorts  of  deceptions,  tricks,  and 
power  is  obtained,  those  who  get  the  povcf  i 
to  relinquish  the  dollars  and  cents— to  give  vp  Hr 
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end  and  aim  of  all  their  straggles  7  No,  sir,  ibey 
will  do  no  SQch  ihiog.  Those  who  fight  for  "spoils," 
if  Tictory  is  theirs,  will  not  be  restrained  by  the 
eommander-in  chief  after  the  battle  is  over.  He  is 
compelled  by  his  position,  as  the  commander  of 
&uch  soliiers,  to  yield  to  their  wishes.  They  will 
exact  a  compliance  on  his  part  with  the  conditions 
of  their  enlistment,  and  would  decapitate  their  gen- 
eral Fboaer  than  be  lestraintd  in  the  work  of  plna- 
der.  It  is  not  at  all  surprising,  when  a  man  obtains 
office  by  such  means,  and  with  such  motives,  that 
he  shoald  forget  the  Divine  injunction,  **  Servants, 
be  content  with  your  lawful  wages." 

The  remote  causes  of  the  deplorable  defalcations 
which  exist  are  to  be  found  in  the  system  introduced 
in  the  beginning  uf  the  last  Administration,  of  re- 
moving officers  for  opinions  honestly  entertained, 
and  appointing  others  in  ther  places  whose  sub- 
serviency to  the  will  of  the  Presivient,  and  devotion 
to  the  interests  of  party,  constituted  their  principal 
recommendation.    Since  the  introduction  of  this 
system,  party  contorts  have  thrown  their  blighting 
intlnences   over    us,  embittering  the  feelings  of 
society,  and  threatening  destruction  to  our  repub- 
lican in^fitaUons.     With   the  servile  and  selQsh 
horde  who  folio ^v  after  the   loaves  and  fishes,  the 
only  qaestion  i<,  how  can  we  elect  our  man  to  the 
PrcsiJency  ?  Success  ^ecures  to  the  fortunate  party 
food,  raiment,  and  shrlter,  and  leaves  to  the  disap- 
pointed poverty  and  suffering.    These  conflicts  of 
party  have  roiii(»led  themselves  with  all  the  opera- 
tions of  oar  Governments,  both  State  and  National, 
prostrating  in  their  tornado  violence  the  principles 
c»f  law  and  Constitution,  until  the  prospect  before 
us  is  one  of  de8->1ation.     It  has  already  come  to 
ihi^  that  a  constable  cannot  be  chof^f  n  by  a  county 
conn  without  firsj   knowing  who  he  voted  for,  or 
intends  to  vole  for,  as  President.  Members  of  Gon- 
grvss  are  eltcied  because  they  are  favorable  or  op- 
p(«ed  to  this  or  that  candidate  for  the  Presidency. 
And  when  they  take  their  seats t)n  this  floor,  should 
their  political  chief  occupy  the  Executive  mansion, 
the  cieed  of  party  requires  them  to  follow'his  dicta- 
tion, rishi  or  wrong ;  and  generally,  if  not  invari- 
ably, Ihey  do  it.    Thus  it  is  that  the  will  of  the 
tresident  is  paramount  to  the  will  of  the  people, 
and  the  Representative  (orgets  hi^i  constituents,  and 
surrenders   himself  to   Executive  control.     Presi- 
dential electioneering  connects  itself  in  an  alarming 
manner  with  the  deliberations  and  acts  of  Congress. 
The  public  landi<  and  the  public  money  are  di.sposed 
of,  not  with  a  view  to  produce  the  greatest  po>sible 
UTood  to  ihe  greatest  number,  but  with  a   view  to 
sBstain  the  members  of  a  party,  and  to  perpetuate 
power  in  the  same  or  kindred  hands.    Thus,  sir, 
yoa  bid  for  the  votes  of  the  new  S  ales,  and   pay 
^riih  the  public  lands ;  and  you  grant  millions  to 
remove  an  oyster  shoal  or  a  sand  bar  at  the  mouth 
€>f  a  creek  emptying  into  the  sea  or  lakes,  and  re- 
fa^e  (u  appropriate  a  dollar  to  improve  the  rivers 
of  the  interior,  unless  they  are  of  such  magnitude 
as  to  iniere«it  two  or  m<»re  States.     Do  not  suppose, 
sir,  I  am  again  aboat  to  contrast  Green  river  with 
New  river,  "  the  North  Carolina  Spring  branch," 
as  I  said  on  another  occasion.    Nor  ^hall  T  detain 
(TOO  by  drawing  a  parallel  between  t^e  Cumberland 
-oad    and  thi^  roads  leading  through  Kentucky.     I 
lave  dune  this  heretofore,  for  the  purpose  of  placing 
before  my  constiinents,  the  glaring  injustice  of  your 
r^islation.     It  is  with  heartfelt  exultation  that  I 
nform    this  House  that  there  is  now  nearly  one 
lundred  miles  of  the  finest  navigation  in  the  world 
eady  for  tise  on  Greea  river;  and  in  tvielve  months 
rom  this  time  there  will  be  double  that  number.  It 
s    hII    the  work  of  Kentucky.    And,  sir,  we  are 
:oibs;  ahead  with  our  roads  in  the  same  manner, 
ely  ing  upon  the  State,  without  coming  here  to  beg 
javora.     But,  sir,  1  glance  at  these  things  for  the 
»urpose  of  asking  whether  any  man  supposes  these 
palpable  inequalities  could  exist  for  a  moment  but 
o  sabeerve  political  purposes,  and  to  advance  the 
ntr rests  of  particular  individuals,  instead  of  the 
eneral    welfare.    With  an  empty  Treasury  yoa 
ote    hundreds  of  ihou^^ds  to  the   Cumberland 
oad  ;  yoa  go  in  debt  to  ^^p  that  work  in  progress, 
nd  yoa  attempt  to  feo^^^e  **>«  nation  to  your 
ondact   by  two  Aimsy  *^text* :  one,  the  idea  of 
idcmaity  (or  the  e^tx  PfZnr^  ^"^  ^^  '^*  '^o  P«' 
ent.  lund;  <Ae  0(Aer  f^^i/^  tJiat  thepoblic  faith 


It  pledged  to  fini&h  the  work.  Thea^e  ideas,  without 
a  shadow  of  foundation  for  either  of  them,  are 
played  off  upon  a  confiding  and  deceived  people  to 
reconcile  them  to  the  grossest  partiality. 

I  have  a  remedy,  and  I  shall  prescribe  before  I 
take  my  seat.  I  have  been  greatly  amused  in  the 
course  of  this  discussion,  and,  as  a  prelude  to  stat- 
ing my  own,  I  propose  to  notice  briefly  the  remedies 
proposed  by  others. 

The  gentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr.  Wise)  re- 
commends a  "general  turn-oul"  of  the  official 
corps  That  many  ought  to  be  **  turned  oul^' of 
oflloe  I  do  not  doubt.  But  were  all  that  accom- 
plished, it  would  avail  nothing,  unless  a  better  set 
can  be  found  to  fill  their  places.  I  remember  the 
fable  of  the  tox  and  the  flies.  I  do  not  want  a  new 
swarm  to  sack  the  remaining  blood  of  an  exhaust- 
ed people.  I  dvsire  those  who  come  hereafter  may 
bring  healing  in  their  wings,  and  not  the  appetites 
and  probosces  of  gallinippers.*  If  it  be  no  more 
than  a  partisan  war  beiweeli  ins  and  tttUs  that  now 
agitates  the  nation,  I  predict  that  no  good  will  re- 
sult from  its  termination  in  (kvor  of  either  party. 
I  have  but  little  confidence  in  those  of  any  party 
who  make  politics  a  trade  to  live  by.  With  such, 
money  is  the  main  object,  and  when  they  obtain 
power,  they  are  very  apt  to  use  it  for  purposes  of 
/egoZ,  if  not  criminal,  plunder.  I  mean  by  il^e  term 
"legal  plunder, ^Uhat  they  will, by  immoral,  partial, 
and  even  vile  legislation,  promote  private  and  sec- 
tional interests  at  the  expense  and  to  the  detriment 
of  the  people  at  large  ;  that  they  will  legalize  ini- 
quity. (A  member  wa«  heard  to  say,  "  the  Whigs 
would  not  do  so.*^)  I  hope  and  believe  they  will 
not,  (said  Mr.  U.,)  but  the  "turn-out"  remedy, 
even  if  it  should  succeed  in  a  great  deeree,  will  not 
effectually  eradicate  the  disease.  It  will  do  no  good 
to  turn  the  hogs  oul,  unless  you  stop  the  holes.  My 
remedy  is  to  repair  the  fence. 

Bat,  sir,  I  have  another  and  a  strong  objection 
to  the  "general  turn-out"  remedy.  Such  a  coarse 
would  be  to  follow  the  deleterious  example  set  by 
our  political  adversaries.  It  would  be  to  punish 
for  opinion's  sake,  and  to  rivet  upon  the  American 
people  the  odious  practice  of  making  the  ofilces  of 
Qovemment  nothing  more  nor  less  than  stakes  put 
np  to  be  played  for  by  political  gamblers.  Sir, 
there  is  great  danger,  from  the  temper  of  the  times, 
that  such  will  be  the  future  practice  of  all  parties 
in  this  country.  I  will  read  you,  by  way  of  sample, 
what  the  friends  of  the  recently  elected  Demoeralie 
Governor  of  Maryland  dictate  to  him.  The  paper 
called  the  Washington  County  Democrat  says : 

"  There  has  been  a  great  deal  of  speculation  as 
to  the  course  likely  to  be  pursued  by  Mr.  Grason 
relative  to  the  public  offices  of  this  State.  Whether 
he  will  appoint  his  friends  or  his  enemies  to  the  of- 
fices under  his  control,  &c«  If  we  know  any  (hins 
of  Mr.  Grason^  character,  and  if  he  knows  the 
obligations  imposed  upon  him,  every  WMg  officer  ^ 
the  StaU  (with  few  exceptions)  will  be  removed. 
Such  a  course  Mr.  Grason  owes  to  his  friends,  and  to 
bis  party,  and  nuh  a  course  we  have  no  doubt  he 
will  pursue." 

The  Baiiimore  Republican  gives  its  dictum  in 
staring  capitals  thus:  "  We  sat,  oismiSS  thcm 
Tu  A  MAN."  Not  even  an  exception  is  to  be  tolera- 
ted. Thus,  sir,  it  has  become  "  demoerati:^^  in  these 
days  lo  ex^ct  that  a  **  demoeralie*^  Gove)n<»r  shall 
play  the  tyrant,  to  discharge  the  debts  he  "oteet  to 
his  friends,**  by  removing  from  office  all  political 
opponents,  no  matter  how  great  may  be  their  quali- 
fications in  point  of  fidelity,  integrity,  industry  and 
talerit  1  When  this  shall  become  the  settled  practice 
of  the  National  and  State  Governments  (of  which 
there  is  imminent  danger)  upon  the  election  of  a 
new  Executive,  then,  truly,  "  the  post  of  honor  will 
be  the  private  station."  Then  men  of  high  moral 
and  intellectual  worth,  engaged  in  the  varioos  avo- 
cations of  life,  aad  the  humble  and  honest,  yet  less 
gifted,  but  equally  meritorious  citizens,  who  earn 
a  support  for  his  beloved  family  by  the  ^weat  of 
his  face,  will  stand  aloof  from  political  corruption 
and  official  plunder,  until  they  become  intolerable; 
and  when  that  period  arrives,  they  will  stand  by 
their  arms. 

Bat,  air,  can  we  get  a  better  set  to  fill  the  vacant 
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places  opon  a  "  general  turn-aat  ?"  It  wilt  be  very 
difilcult  to  do,  if  the  ideas  of  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina  (Mr.  PicaaNs)  be  correct.  He 
seems  to  think  that  the  accumalation  and  appropri- 
ation of  immen!<e  sums  of  money  by  this  Govern- 
ment is  the  trne  cause  of  the  recent  defalcations^ 
and  his  remedy,  therefore,  is,  to  dry  vp  the  sources 
of  revenue.  He  sappoaea  that  human  nature  can- 
not withstand  the  temptation  which  immense  piles 
of  burnished  gold  present,  and  therefore  eoncludes 
that  our  condition  will  not  change  for  the  better 
antil  the  legislation  of  Congress  takes  a  new  direc- 
tion. He  thinks  corpulency  is  the  disease,  and  that 
depletion  and  starvation  constitute  the  proper 
remedy.  I  admit,  sir,  that  a  knave  or  a  thief,  before 
perpetrating  a  crime,  usually  considers  the  chances 
of  escape  and  detection ;  and  henre,  if  he  were 
about  to  steal  a  turn  of  corn,  he  would  prefer  going 
to  the  crib  and  shelling  oat  for  himself,  rather  than 
take  the  full  bag  already  prepared  for  the  mill.  The 
owner  might  noi  mtis  the  two  bushels  and  a  half 
taken  out  of  the  heap.  He  would  at  once  direover 
he  had  been  robbed  if  the  full  bag  disappears,  and 
hot  pursuit  might  ensue.  Bat  this  reasoning  is  not 
at  alt  applicable  to  filching  money  from  the  Trea- 
sury. Whether  there  be  overflowing  millions,  or 
whether  it  be  leduced  to  the  last  turn,  the  amount 
is,  or  ought  to  be,  accurately  measured  up ;  and,  if 
a  cent  is  subtracted,  you  ascertain  the  !oss  with 
mathematical  sceuracy.  l*he  depredator  meets 
with  no  encouragement,  therefore,  in  the  reflection 
that  he  may  escape  detection  by  stealing  from  a  large 
pile  or  heap.  Is  the  temptation  increased  in  propor- 
tion to  the  magnitude  of  the  treasure?  I  think  not. 
There  are  stories  extant  of  generous  robbers,  who 
plunder  the  rich  to  give  to  the  poor ;  but  I  apprehend 
we  cannot  with  truth  attribote  any  palliating  senti- 
mtnt  of  that  sort  te  onr  official  defaulters,  in  ex- 
tenuation of  their  conduct.  No,  sir.  The  holy 
book  says :  "  There  is  a  generation  whose  teeth  are 
as  swords,  and  their  ja«-teeth  as  knives,  to  devour 
the  poor  from  off  the  earth,  and  the  needy  from 
among  men . "  Deubtlesa  the  text  was  prophe .  ically ' 
uttered  in  reference  to  the  sub-Treasury  defaulteis 
of  this  coantry  at  the  present  day.  They  have  no 
sentiment  that  does  not  concentrate  in  self.  They 
do  not  Meal  in  consequence  of  the  magnitude  of 
the  treasure,  or  the  ability  of  the  Government  te 
sustain  the  los*.  No,  sir.  Unrestrained  by  moral 
principles,  they  are  under  the  dominion  of  vicious 
propensities,  and  care  not  into  what  crime  they  steep 
their  hands,  provided  it  can  be  done  with  impunity. 
Their  motives  of  action  are  to  be  frund  in  their 
own  inbred  corruptions,  and  not  in  temptations  from 
without.  The  fault  lies  in  placing  such  men  in 
Riinations  where  they  can  act  out  their  princifdes. 
Office  has  not  made  them  rogaes;  but  office  has 
furnished  opportunities  for  them  to  manifest  what 
they  always  were.  The  public  money  can  never 
be  safe  in  the  hand«  of  such  men,  and  the  remedy 
is  to  find  men  of  different  characters.  And,  sir, 
they  can  be  found,  provided  you  will  hunt  for  them 
in  those  walks  of  life  where  the  noisy,  lying,  syco- 
phantic, calumniating  partisan— the  vile  tool  of 
parly — is  never  a  welcome  guest.  I  claim  no  pre- 
eminence for  my  constituents  over  those  of  any 
other  member,  but  I  will  venture  to  assert  that  I 
con^d  select  in  my  own  district  men  enough,  who 
could  and  would  receive,  keep,  and  <lisburse  every 
dollar  of  our  vast  revenue,  without  fraudulently 
misapplying  one  cent.  1  would  Uke  those  who 
succeeded  In  their  business  as  farmers,  mechanics, 
merchants,  and  professional  men,  and  not  those 
who  made  politics  a  trade  as  their  dernier  resort.  I 
would  pass  by  thoae  who  believe  the  chief  good 
consists  in  the  possession  of  iron  chests,  crammed 
with  yellow  coins,  stamped  with  the  likeness  of  some 
royal  fool,  and  select  those  content  with  the  comforts 
of  life,  earned  by  their  own  industry,  and  who 
would  not  exchange  the  convictions  of  their  account- 
ability to  God,  and  their  faith  of  immortality,  for 
all  the  gold  and  diamonds  of  earth.  There  are 
men  who  discharge  public  trusts  under  a  sense  of 
obligation  to  a  higher  power  than  the  tribunals  of 
this  world,  and  such  men  cannot  be  influenced  by 
the  tempUtions  which  the  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina  supposes  most  overcome  poor  human  na- 
ture. Sir,  I  do  not  like  the  gentleman's  remedy. 
I  do  not  like  the  idea  of  putting  an  end  to  thievery 
by  keying  nothini;  on  haad  to  lesipt » thieft    I  dg 
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Dot  Mke  consolation  for  poverty  in  the  reflection 
'    that  I  can  d«fy  the  robber. 

The  gentleman  from  Tennessee,  (Mr.  Bsll,)  and 
arery  talented  and  esteemed  Representative  of 
Kentnckj  in  the  other  branch  of  Congress,  have 
suggested  and  pressed  bills  to  prevent  F^'deral  offi- 
cers from  interfering  with  the  freedom  of  elections, 
M  the  panacea  imited  te  the  political  diseafses  of  the 
present  time.  I  will  go  with  them  as  fdir  as  the  Con- 
'stitution  will  allow  in  restraining  the  corrupt  and 
corrupting  practices  cf  these  intermeddters  with  the 
rights  of  suffrage.  But  I  appiehcnd  thai  (he  dan- 
ger is  far  greater  from  intermeddlers  who  wish  to 
obtain,  than  those  who  already  have  oiTice.  The 
officer  only  fights  to  defend  his'citade),  to  retain  his 
8tation,to  repel  assaults;  whereas  the  5eeker  must  un- 
dermine and  blow  up  the  incumbent,  to  dislodge 
him,  and  make  a  vacancy  for  himself  to  occupy. 
iUthe  incumbent  is  entrenched  behind  official  walls, 
he  feels  moie  secure,  and  the  known  fact  that  his 
position  gives  him  the  advantage  in  the  contest  ren- 
ders the  assailant  the  more  reckless  in  the  use  of 
weapons.  He  uses  poisoned  arrows,  in  violation 
of  all  the  rules  of  honorable  warfare^  He  becomes 
a  brute  and  a  savage,  and  pursues  bis  victim  with- 
out principle  or  mercy.  Now,  sir,  the  sin  of  the 
last  ten  years  has  been,  that  an  aspirant  for  office 
has  been  esteemed  meritorious  and  talented  just  in 
proportion  to  the  success  which  attended  his  efforts 
in  raising  a  Swiss  corps  to  storm  the  battery,  to  fight 
for  their  leader,  right  or  wrong.  Instead  of  denounc- 
ing the  wretch  who  filled  his  ranks  with  recruits  by 
deceptions  tricks  and  false  promises,  and  who  se- 
duced bis  adversary*^  sentinels  and  caused  them  to 
desert  by  bribery,  the  policy  was  and  is  to  reward 
such  a  man,  to  give  him  a  bountiful  share  of  the 
good  things  dispensed  by  Executive  patronage,  and 
to  displace  friends  as  well  as  foes  to  make  room 
for  a  powerful  demagogue.  Thus  it  is  that  the  es- 
sence of  merit,  m  the  estimation  of  (he  present 
dominant  party,  consists  in  the  ability  to  control 
the  largest  number  of  votes.  The  corrupt  means 
by  which  it  is  done  constitute  no  objection  to  the 
claim  for  official  promotion.  It  is  no  wonder  that 
office,  thus  acquired,  should  be  used  for  selfish  and 
corrupt  purposes.  Indeed,  in  the  nature  of  things, 
it  cannot  be  otherwise.  The  seed  and  the  ground 
in  which  it  is  sown  are  cursed  with  corruption,  and 
how  can  the  fruit  be  pure  1 

Sir,  the  remedy  of  ray  friends  who  would  punish 
Federal  officers  for  intermeddling  with  elections 
will  hardly  mitigate,  much  less  cure,  the  disease. 
Why,  sir,  the  party  in  power  preach  the  doctrine 
of  rotation  in  office.  1  know  they  practise  upon  it 
by  occasionally  rolling  the  incumbent  from  one  fat 
office  to  a  fatter,  and  then  to  the  fattest ;  and  I 
know,  too,  when  party  policy  requires,  they  seem 
in  good  Ikith  to  respect  the  principle  of  rotation. 
Thus,  sir,  oat  of  thirty  good  and  true  demoermtic 
Representatives  from  the  State  of  New  York  in  the 
24th  Congress,  only  three  of  them  wer<$  retarned  to 
serve  in  the  25ih  Congress,  and  two  out  of  these 
three  came  from  the  city  of  New  York.  The 
"party**  lost  no  strength  by  the  changes  made  in 
reference  to  the  24ih  and  25th  Congresses.  The 
People  of  that  great  State  have  made  many  changes 
in  regard  to  the  26(h  Congress,  founded  upon  the 
condemnation  of  the  creed  of  the  ^' party."  A 
revolution  in  publrc  sentiment  has  changed  the 
delegation  of  the  State,  and  not  the  principle  of 
ro^oCion,  in  its  party  seAse.  Sir,  there  never  was 
a  more  cunningly  devised  ad  captandum  scheme  to 
cheat  and  deceive  t^e  People  than  this  same  doc- 
trine of  roMion  ia  office.  How  does  it  work  in 
reference  to  Representatives  on  this  floor?  Ac- 
cording to  the  example  of  New  York  just  referred 
to  in  relation  to  her  delegation  in  the  24th  and  35th 
Congresses,  a  new  set  of  men  are  introduced,  com- 
paratively ignorant  of  the  rules  of  this  body,  unac- 
qnainttfd  with  its  members,  and  not  so  well  in- 
formed as  those  of  more  experience  in  respect  to 
the  affairs  of  the  Government  in  all  its  relations. 
Under  such  disadvantages,  a  new  delegation,  elected 
upon  party  grounds,  eannot  be  otherwise  than  in- 
struments in  Executive  hands,  and  they  follow  their 
leader  in  Indian  file,  and  make  but  one  track  in 
their  march.  Sir,  it  is  a  doctrine  favorable  to  Ex- 
ecutive suprema^.  Does  a  sensible  man  bold  to 
the  doctrine  of  rotation  with  his  biaekanith  or  his 


shoemaker  7  No,  sir.  He  will  not  change  a  long- 
tried  and  faithful  workman,  who  keeps  honest  ac- 
counts, for  a  stranger.  And  yet,  by  the  time  a 
member  of  Congress  teams  how  to  discharge  his 
duly  indeptndently  and  beneficially* to  the  country, 
he  must  give  place  to  a nao-comcr,  according  to  the 
doctrine  of  rotation.  It  is  a  doctrine  which  prevents 
a  member  from  becoming  independtni  of  the  Ex- 
ecutive. It  extinguishes  the  light  of  experience, 
and  leaves  the  country  to  pursue  its  destiny  in  the 
dark,  or  to  follow  the  meteor  glory  of  a  military 
chieftain,  or  the  igntt  fatvm,  the  jack-o*laniern  of 
a  boggy  magician.  Sir,  I  do  not  make  these  re- 
marks out  ot  the  least  disrespect  to-the  New  York 
delegation  now  here,  to  whom  I  am  politically  op- 
posed. Far  from  it.  I  admit  they  would  probably 
have  been  applicable  to  myself  in  their  full  force 
if  Mr.  Clay  had  been  President  when  I  flrst  came 
info  Congress.  Unexperienced  in  legislation  here 
as  I  (hen  was,  I  might  have  surrendered  my  own 
to  follow  the  thoughts  and  suggestions  of  his  Ad- 
ministration. I  mean  no  personal  disrespect  to  any 
•ne.  I  am  warring  against  a  system,  the  tendencies 
of  which  are  (o  erect  a  despotism.  Give  me  re- 
sponsibility in  office ;  give  me  every  facility  to 
punish  aggressions  and  chastise  derelictions  of  duty ; 
let  the  People  have  the  power  to  hurl  a  stupid  or 
corrupt  public  servant  from  his  station,  and  to 
consign  him  to  a  long  disgrace  ;  but  let  them,  if 
they  choose,  say,  ''Well  done,  thou  good  and 
faithful  servant,"  and  keep  him  upon  the  watch- 
tower,  without  being  cashiered  or  dismissed  by  the 
party  principle  of  rotation.  Under  this  parly  doc- 
trine of  rotation,  how  easy  a  matter  would  it  be  to 
evade  any  law  restraining  Federal  officers  from  in- 
terfering with  elections  1  A  is  a  receiver  or  collec- 
tor in  office.  Well,  sir,  he  will  nibble  his  cheese 
as  mote  as  a  mouse  two  or  four  years,  while  his 
friend  B  agitates  every  element  in  getting  voters  to 
the  polls.  If  A  should  submit  to  a  contribution  of 
ten  or  fifteen  per  cent,  of  his  salary  during  the  time, 
to  help  B  to  raise  the  wind,  and  both  should  keep 
that  matter  a  secret,  the  public  would  never  be  the 
wiser.  Rumor  is  a  truthless  hussy,  indeed,  if  spch 
contributions  have  not  already  been  made  in  some 
places.  But  be  that  as  it  may,  suppose  A  does  not 
say  a  word  about  elections  while  in  office ;  suppose 
he  on!y  votes  punctually,  and  B  makes  all  the  noise 
when  he  is  nothing  more  than  a  plain  citizen;  sup- 
pose, after  the  election  is  over,  the  principle  of  ro- 
tation is  enforced,  and  A  should  give  up  the  office 
and  take  the  field  as  an  electioneerer  for  the  next 
four  years,  and  B  should  siep  into  the  office  and 
there  remain  as  quiet  and  peaceable  a«  a  lamb ; 
suppose  such  a  game  to  be  played,  and  what  will  a 
law  avail  providing  pnnishments  to  deter  Federal 
officers  from  intermeddling  with  elections  7  I  will 
not  stop  to  answer  the  question,  but  hapten  to  other 
matters. 

The  gentleman  from  New  York  (Mr.  Tatlor) 
thinks  that  an  "Independent  Treasury"  is  the 
remedy.  Well,  sir,  I  too  have  faith  in  an  ^^Inde- 
pendent TVecfury.'*  Bnt  I  apprehend  the  gentleman 
uses  the  term  to  convey  one  idea,  while  I  use  it  to 
convey  a  very  diflerent  one.  He  means  by  it  the 
exploded  sub-Treasury  system— the  receivers  gen- 
eral, their  cashiers,  clerks,  iron  chests,  dbc ,. all 
depandtaU  upon  the  will  and  pleasure  of  the  Presi- 
dent. He  calls  a  plan  devised  and  recommended 
for  its  subserviency  to  the  Elxecutive  an  ^^Indepenr 
dent  Treasury.^*  If  he  uses  the  term  to  indicate 
fiscal  machinery  above  the  People  andtheir  Rep- 
resentatives, and  which  vill  act  ''independent^*  of 
them,  then,  sir,  he  makes  a  proper  use  of  the  term. 
In  that  sense  an  ^*  Independent  Treasury"  con- 
structed by  locofocoism  means  an  Executive  engine 
with  which  party  work  is  to  be  performed.  Now, 
sir,  the  *'  Independent  Treasury'*  which  I  shall  favor 
ia  one  over  which  the  EaceeutiiBe  shall  have  no  con- 
trol. I  call  it  ''independent,^'  because  it  is  to  be 
free  from  the  dominion  of  the  Exeeutiva,  and  un- 
fettered by  the  chains  of  party-^becauae  it  is  to  be 
an  instrument  in  the  hands  of  the  People,  through 
their  Representatives,  with  which  to  perform  all  the 
fiscal  operations  of  the  GK>verBment,  in  conformity 
to  well-defined  legal  principles,  and  not  a  power  in 
the  hands  of  a  despot  with  which  to  prostrate  the 
very  Temple  of  Liberty.  The  gentleman  from  New 
York  Mud  thai  the  Whigs  wen  for  lesving  things 


ill  the  worst  possible  coadiUoo,  and  that  ibey  voiU 
not  propose  a  remedy  for  existing  evils.  HisTm 
charge  against  the  Whigs  is  an  admissioaihithB 
own  parly,  holding  the  reins  of  goverameot  is  their 
hands  for  the  last  ten  years,  havs  dhren  ibccvof 
State  into  a  quagmire,  where  the  trembling  eanh 
threatens  to  give  way,  and  let  dnvers,  lean,  ud 
all,  sink,  through  slime  and  mod,  into  theabysiof 
destruction.  Well,  sir,  as  the  genilemaa  seouto 
call  for  a  remedy  from  the  Whigs,  he  shall  htft 
mine  at  least,  although  he  may  not  yet  be  liek 
enough  of  past  follies  to  adopt  it.  Bat,  before  pie- 
scribing,  I  desire  to  say  to  the  geotlemaa,  that  I 
deem  it  altogether  unnecessary  to  i&qni/eiito  the 
correctness  of  his  calculations  designed  topiwre 
that  the  Administration  of  Gen.  Jadnoa  vili  bear 
a  very  favorable  comparison  with  the  preeedug 
Administrations,  in  regard  to  the  sams  lost  by  d^ 
fan  Iters.  The  test  of  merit  is  not  ibe  ainoiuitioit 
during  this  or  that  AdmiitistnUoD,  bot  it  tana  oa 
the  character  of  ihe  persons  selected  to  fill  offleebj 
the  President.  Let  the  gentleman  look  to  the  efaa^ 
acter  of  the  appointees — ^the  offidal  corps  of  Gen. 
Jackaon — and  then  estimate  the  amoamthtyhare 
pilfered,  not  only  during  his  Admioistraiioii,  bat 
down  to  the  latest  peri^  they  were  petoutted  to 
remain  in.  service,  and  I  believe  he  will  find  that 
the  public  lou  from  officers  appointed  by  hinhu 
been  double,  yea,  sir,  quadruple  the  amoaot  Icstbf 
the  appointees  of  any  ether  President  That  is  the 
tru?  test,  and  it  has  been  evaded  in  the  whole  of 
this  debate.  Bnt,  sir,  the  whole  defence  mnk\ij 
the  gentleman  from  New  York  and  otbeis,  based 
upon  the  ground  that  defalcations  have  exi«d 
under  every  Administration,  is  anwotthy  oftbe 
subject.  Can  a  thief  justify  hiiaself  opoo  the 
ground  "that  others  steal  as  well  as  he?"  If  I 
charge  you,  sir,  with  having  highwaymen  for  ism- 
,ciaies,  do  you  vindicate  yourself  by  retortiog  ihii 
my  companionsare  robbers?  I  have  heard  tisi 
such  a  course  is  the  usual,  mode  of  settling  Daltefi 
in  a  fish-market.  I  should  expect  to  witness itii 
.Billinjeegate,  but  I  am  astonished  to  bear  any  thi^ 
like  it  in  an  American  Congress. 

I  would  moreover  suggest  to  the  gentleniaa  fm 
New  York  that,  even  according  to  his  own  mode 
of  ascertaining  the  merit  and  demerit  of  the  semil 
AdmmistratioHs,  he  has  omitted  to  Uike  into  eon- 
sideration  the  defalcations  tn  the  Post  Office p^ 
partment.  I  have  seen  no  docament  whickgim 
the  necessary  information  on  thatsabiecl,andIb^ 
lieve  ihere  are  numerous  cases  of  defakatiw 
where  the  Government  has  sustained  nokB,be 
cause  the  sureties  of  the  defaulter  have  paid  ap  the 
money.  I  should  like  to  see  a  report  from  the  Ik* 
partment  showing  the  number  and  amounts  of  those 
cases.  The  first  "reform^  in  my  district,  after 
General  Jackson  was  elected,  coosvftted  in  the  re- 
moval of  a  faithful  postmaster,  and  appoindng  w 
who  soon  used  the  public  money :  his  snretiespai^ 
it.  I  have  made  a  fruitless  search  to  find  some  re- 
dress  for  them  during  this  session. 

But  to  proceed  with  my  remedy :  The  root  of  the 
evil  may  be  found  in  the  combinations  ofbadna 
for  the  purpose  of  securing  the  emolaoicnts  a 
office  to  themselves  by  party  discipline.  TVpa^ 
means  to  secure  the  end  is  the  election  ef  apiitf 
President.  My  remedy  consists  ia  creciiBg  «* 
const] tutioniil  barriers;  it  is,  to  drive  tbehi^t*^ 
and  mend  the  fence.  ^    ^ 

In  the  fir^i  place,  I  wonld  render  the  PrBadeH 
ineligible  to  a  second  term.  I  would  do  diis  i> 
prevent  him  while  in  office  from  using  his ponn 
and  patronage  with  a  view  to  his  re-ekcuoo. 

I  would  next  render  ncembers  of  Coogiesi'J^ 
eligible  to  any  office  which  the  President  can  tfi^i 
during  the  term  for  which  they  were  ekdefl,an 
for  two  years  after  its  expiration.  MyobjettB 
this  is  to  render  members  of  Congress  isdepeidat 
of  Executive  influence.  To  prevent  sobserrieief 
on  the  part  of  the  member  with  a  f  iew  to  ^nast 
Executive  favors,  it  should  be  impossible  fcr^J 
to  receive  the  reward.  Under  such  a  «|»1*|>*" 
would  look  exclusively  to  his  constinwnB  a**' 
charging  his  duties.  ^. 

I  wonki  allow  a  majority  of  the  meahaseWj* 
to  the  Senate  and  House  of  Represeatativai^aift 
laws.,  notwithstanding  iho  Prerident^  9d$i  i*^ 
d[  requiring  two-thuds  of  a  ^aaninu  I  *** 
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I  tbe  GoQStitQtion  in  this  roKpcct,  wiih  a  viev 
3  mttlee  tht  President  a  follower  of  public  seatH 
leat,  aa  expressed  bj  the  ReprtseatatiTCs  of  the 
People,  instead  of  its  dictator. 

I  would  break  op  the  whole  macbioery  of  can- 
tties  and  conveniions  in  the  nomination  of  candi- 
ates  for  the  Presidency,  by  devolving  the  dnty  of 
ominating  on  the  Legislatures  of  the  States,  and  I 
rooid  give  a  direct  vote '  to  every  free  wkUe  male 
itisen  of  full  age,  without  employing  a  college  of 
lectors.  Any  caodidate  having  a  majori^  of  all 
be  vi»ttn  fbould  be  declared  duly  elected.  If  no 
ne  had  anch  a  majority,  then  Congress  riiould  electa 
neb  member  having  one  vote.  This  change  would 
le  more  dem«erilte,  (1  use  the  term  in  its  true  and 
ormer  sense,  and  not  in  its  modamiied  meaning, 
rhen  it  conveys  the  idea  of  sacrificing  Constitution 
jid  law  at  the  shrine  of  an  elective  despotism,)  and 
euder  those  combinations  impossible  by  which 
•olitical  jugglers  so  manage  as  to  secure  to  them- 
elvea  the  **  spoils  of  victory." 

I  would  partiticB  the  Bzf  cuiive  power  into  seve» 
al  independent  departments,  instead  of  concen- 
rating  it  in  the  hands  of  a  single  man.  There  is 
DO  much  power  lodged  by  the  present  Constti- 
Dtion,  and  the  construction  it  has  received  in  the 
lands  of  the  President.  He  is  too  strong  for  the 
)ther  departments.  He  can  trample  on  Constitu- 
ion  and  law  with  impunity.  He  is  so  powerful 
hat  liberty  is  in  danger.  There  is  no  remedy,  in 
ay  opinion,  but  to  divide  his  powers,  and  to  confide 
jstinct  portions  to  Mparate  independent  Executive 
lepartments.  With  this  view,  I  would  have  the 
lecretary  of  the  Trea<»nry  annually  elected  by  the 
7ouse  of  Representatives,  and  responsible  to  it 
vlone ;  except  that  I  would  allow  the  PreMdent  to 
jTest  him  for  official  misconduct,  and  suspend  his 
iction  until  re-elected,  or  another  was  chosen.  I 
ronid  give  to  the  Secretary  thus  elected  the  nomi- 
nation and  appointment,  by  and  with  the  advice 
md  consent  of  the'  Sf nate,  of  every  officer  whose 
laty  mainly  consisted  in  collecting,  receiving,  or 
lisbursing  the  public  revenue,  and  I  would  place 
be  same  barrier  of  ineligibility  in  the  way  of 
oembers  of  Congress,  to.  prevent  their  obtaining 
'ffice  from  the  Secretary,  which  I  have  already 
oentioned  in  regard  to  the  President. 

I  would  render  the  Post  Office  Department,  with 
ts  13,500  postmasters,  independent  of  the  President. 

would  organize  this  department  as  that  of  the 
Treasury,  in  the  manner  already  suggested. 

I  regard  this  division  of  the  Executive  power 
Dto  independent  departments  as  an  essential  in* 
;redient  in  any  pipn  to  reform  the  abuses  of  the 
imes.  Sir,  the  idea  of  partitioning  power,  an4 
x>nfiding  distinct  ponions  to  separate  bodies  of 
nagistracy,  is  the  very  groundwork  of  American 
reedom.  The  accumulation  of  all  power,  legisla* 
ive,  judicial,  and  executive,  into  the  hands  of  one 
nan,  is  Mr.  Jefferson's  definition  of  despotism* 
Phat  is  precisely  the  crisis  in  the  slate  ef  public 
ifTairs  at  present.  With  what  the  Constitution 
^ran!s,  with  what  erroneous  constructions'  have 
soDceded,  with  those  added  which  have  been  arbi* 
rarily  grasped,  the  President  is  alieady  an  elective 
nonarch.  He  has  a  hundred  times  more  to  do  and 
o  look  after,  in  the  various  operations  of  our  vast 
[ovemmental  machine,  than  it  is  po»ibIe  for  one 
nan  to  attend  to.  His  supervision  is  so  general 
bat  it  is  almost  worthless.  The  consequence  is^ 
bathe  necessarily  confides  to  others ;  and,  in  doing 
t,  he  selrcts  ihe  flattering  nnprincipled  sycophant, 
ver  ready  to  hurn  incense  on  the  altar  of  power^ 
ind  to  sacrifice  the  intcres.t8  of  the  people  for  hi^ 
tv9n  aggrandizement.  To  secure  a  more  ^neficial 
md  faithful  superintendence,  and,  above  all,  to 
ire  vent  the  concentration  of  patronage  to  a  focusi, 
o  a  single  point,  around  which  all  the  insects  anj 
>east8  ef  party  swarm  and  congregate,  nothing  can 
»e  effectual  short  of  the  partition  proposed.  It  is 
>etter  to  have  several  fires  dtfiusinz  a  genial 
%  armth  in  different  circles,  than  to  have  but  one  of 
oieuse  and  scorching  beat*  which  endangers,  if  it 
loes  not  cousome,  'Very  thin^  which  falls  under 
ts  influence.  If  a  Partition  ''^^  Eiecuiive  power 
akes  place,  and  loc'eiw^^^pt  departments  should 
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ye  esublished  as  P'^po^.  *;  y^u  still  leave  tne  Pre** 
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ducts  dur  interoanrse  with  the  other  nations  of  the 
earth.  These  and  his  other  untouched  duties 
would  leave  him  employment  and  patronage 
enough  to  engage  all  his  faculties. 

The  idea  of  partition  which  I  am  now  insisting 
on  is  already  the  basis  of  our  institution.  We 
dtvide  power  into  State  and  national.  We  have  a 
State  iSxecotive  and  a  National  Executive,  per- 
forming different  functions  in  fulfilling  different 
executive  powers ;  and  why  not,  in  the  same  Gov- 
ernment, have  different  Executives,  performing 
different  functions  in  the  execution  of  different 
powers  1  By  the  Constitutions  of  nearly,  if  not 
all  the  States  in  this  Union,  the  sword  and  the 
purse  are  separated  a  vincttloiiMrtrimonii,  (eflfeciually 
divoroed.^  Why  not  imitate  the  States,  and  elect 
Ihe  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and  make  him  inde- 
pendent of  the  President!  Tbe  States  and  this 
Government  out  up  judicial  power  into  civil  and 
criminal  courts,  and  render  the  one  independent  of 
the  other.  Why  may  not  the  same  thing  be  done 
in  regard  to  executive  powers  1  Sir,  the  great 
principle  in  the  whole  of  it  is  tbe  division  of  labor. 
It  is  th^  principle  of  civilization  itself;  and  it  is 
impossible,  in  the  nature  of  things,  that  it  should 
do  otherwise  than  produce  the  most  beneficial  re- 
sults. It  is  about  aa  unwise  to  place  a  vast  mass 
of  executive  duties  in  the  hands  of  one  man  as  it 
is  to  require  an  individsal  to  tan  his  own  leather, 
make  his  own  shees^ weave  his  own  cloth,  make 
his  own  clothes,  catch  the  fur,  and  make  his  own 
hat.  Why,  sir,  the  man  who  should  pretend  to 
follow  the  trades  of  tanner,  shoemaker,  weaver, 
tailor,  hunter,  and  hatter,  and  be  master  of  each, 
would  incur  the  ridicule  of  every  body.  I  firmly 
believe,  sir,  that  if  the  science  of  government  is 
improved  and  carried  to  the  greatest  perfection^  it 
will  be  done,  it  can  only  be  done,  by  das^fying  and 
dividing  its  power  still  further,  and  confiding  each 
subdivision  to  an  appropriate  and  different  set  of 
magistrates.  Tbe  same  intellect  is  no  more  capable 
of  performing  mental  labor  of  every  sort,  and 
attaining  pre-eminence  in  every  department  of 
science,  than  is  the  same  body  capable  of  perform- 
ing labor  with  e^ual  perfection  in  every  art.  By 
devoting  our  faiculties  exclusively  to  one  or  a  few 
things,  we  may  excel,  and  become  public  benefac- 
tors in  a  particular  business.  By  dividing  and  dis- 
tracting our  attention  between  many  things,  we  do 
nothing  well,  and  most  frequently  do  all  we  attempt 
very  badly.  It  is  the  decree  of  the  Almighty  that 
things  are  so.  It  is  Hu  ordinance,  written  on  the 
face  of  human  affairs,  as  a  perpetual  rebuke  to  the 
overreaching  vanity  of  man.  It  is  tbe  height  of 
human  folly  to  disregard  this  unchangeable  law  of 
God.  And  yet,  sir,  men  may  be  found  who  are 
greatly  incensed,  unless  you  admit  that  they  can 
physic  you  at  night,  attend  to  your  law-suit  in  the  day, 
and  preach  on  Sunday,  better  than  JE^ulapins, 
my  Lord  Coke,  and  the  Apostle  Paul ! 

There  is  but  one  idea  more  which  (  wish  to  sug- 
gest, and  then  I  shall  have  presented  the  chief  in- 
gredients of  my  remedy.  It  is  this  :  I  would  cor- 
rect the  erroneous  construction  of  the  Constitution 
by  an  amendment,  declaring  that  tbe  President 
might  arrest,  but  should  not  dismiss  or  remove  an 
officer  until  he  should  be  found  guilty  of  misfea- 
sance or  malfeasanoe  in  office,  or  culpable  omis- 
sions in  tbe  performance  of  his  duties,  by  the  tri- 
bunal established  by  law  for  trying  the  charges 
against  him.  My  object  in  doing  this  would  be  to 
impart  an  independent  feeling  to  the  subordinate 
execntive  officers,  and  to  rid  them  of  that  tame 
servility  to  superiors  which  exisu  under  the  present 
system.  I  desire  to  see  them  strietly  responsible  to 
the  law,  and  not  to  the  caprice  or  prejudice  of  those 
in  higher  stations.  - 1  wish  also  to  deprive  the  Pre- 
sident of  the  nower  to  punish  political  opponent?, 
and  to  reward  his  partifians,  by  taking  office  from 
one  without  f^ult,  and  giving  it  to  another  without 
merit.  I  wish  to  unlock  the  mouths  of  subordinates. 
Does  any  man  believe  that  Ogden  and  Phillips 
could  or  would  Jiave  looked  upon  the  infamous 
conduct  of  Swartwout,  with  a  full  knowledge  of  it 
during  five  or  six  years,  and  not  open  their  mouihs 
to  inform  the  President  or  the  public,  if  a  system 
of  terror  and  corruption  had  not  been  established 
under  that  power  which  allows  the  President  to 
make  arbitrary  removals  nnd  appointments?    Sir,  | 


ihey  were  afraid  to  speak  when  Swartwout  beg^n 
to  pfunder,  because  at  first  be  took  bmall  sums, 
which  he  could  have  replaced,  and  then  denied 
their  charges,  which  no  one  would  have  believed  ; 
and  they  would  have  been  dismissed  to  starvation 
and  ignominy,  as  slanderers  of  their  neWe,  jmre, 
and  taknud  superior.  They  did  not  speak  when 
they  saw  Swartwout  taking  hundreds  •of  thousands, 
because  they  had  remained  silent  when  they  knew 
be  was  pilfering,  and  could  not  assign  any  reason 
for  changing  their  course  at  a  later  period,  wbiph 
would  not  prove  a  shameful  connivance  and  want 
of  principle  on  their  pait  in  allowing  him  to  go  on 
unexposed  for  so  long  a  time.  The  law  does  not 
allow  the  slave  to  give  evidence  against  his  master. 
The  consequence  of  that  principle  is,  that  the  slave 
will  see  his  master  commit  murder,  and  not  open 
his  mouth.  The  principle  is  the  same  in  kind,  if 
not  in  degree,  which  silences  the  sabordmale  under 
the  system  of  removals  and  appointments,  or  pun- 
ishments and  rewards,  introduced  into  this  Govern- 
ment by  Andrew  Jackson !  The  system  must  be 
broken  up,  sir.  It  is  incompatible  with  public 
liberty  aad  safety. 

The  silence  of  these  men,  Ogden  and  Phillips,  is 
a  striking  illUbtFation  of  the  worthlessness  of  the 
sub-Treasury  scheme,  so  oOen  pressed  by  the  Ad- 
ministration and  its  friends.  You  will  have  two  or 
three  keys,  each  kept  by  a  separate  oflicer,  and  each 
key  must  be  used  before  getting  into  the  strong  box 
where  Ihe  treasure  is  kept ;  and  thus,  if  yon  can 
stumble  upon  one  honest  man,  you  will  save  the 
treasure.  Good— admitted.  But  my  objection  is, 
that  your  system  of  rewards  and  punishments,  your 
electioneering  schemes,  your  pursuit  of  the  "spoils,^* 
i«  demoralizing  and  oorrupting;  and  that,  until 
these  are  reformed,  it  is  useless  to  talk  about  locks 
and  keys,  and  strong  boxes,  and  separata  officers  to 
watch  one  another.  Tbe  cream  will  be  no  safer 
by  appointing  two  or  thrae,  instead  of  one,  eat  to 
watch  it. 

I  have  thus  briefly  presented  my  remedy  for  pre- 
vailing evils.  I  have  had  it  before  this  House,  in 
the  shape  of  resolutions  to  amend  the  Constitution, 
for  years,  but  have  had  no  opportunity  to  discuss  it. 
I  have  now  only  glanced  at  the  reasons  in  its  favor. 
The  known  political  character  of  the  House,  and 
the  certain  rejection  of  the  **  reform^  I  propose, 
have  reconciled  me  in  some  measure  to  the  neglect, 
or  rather  the  past  omission  to  consider  and  discuss 
tbe  subject.  But  I  trust,  sir,  there  is  a  coming  day, 
and  thai  it  is  not  tar  distant,  when  my  propositions 
will  receive  the  deliberate  attention  of  Congress 
and  of  tbe  nation.  I  look  to  the  success  of  the 
Whig  cause  as  essential  to  secure  Ihe  desired,  tbe 
real  ''rtfirm.^'  I  hope  and  believe,  if  the  Whigs 
ever  come  into  power,  they  will  apply  the  proper 
remedy  to  the  diseases  which  afflict  us.  If  1  could 
foresee  events,  and  in  my  vision  of  the  future  be- 
hold the  Whigs  seated  in  power,  and  then  witness 
a  faithless  non-compliance  with  their  pledges  and 
promises  to  the  country,  as  faithless  as  that  of  the 
last  Administration,  I  shoukl  mourn  over  their 
coming  disgrace,  and  repent  of  my  efforts,  humble 
as  they  are,  to  elevate  men  who,  like  their  prede- 
cessors, forget  their  professions  as  soon  as  they  get 
power.  If  we  are  destined  to  see  one  party  suc- 
ceed another,  and  crying  abuses  remain  unredres- 
sed, the  people  will  lose  all  confidence  in  the  cha- 
racter of  public  men,  if  they  do  not  despair  of  the 
institutions  of  tbe  country. 

In  the  course  of  this  debate,  we  have  been  told 
by  the  gentleman  from  Indiana  (Mr.  Boon)  that 
the  denunciations  of  the  Whigs,  their  cries  of 
**  corruption,^'  **  corruption,'*  remind  him  of  the 
shepherd  boy  in  the  fable,  who  deceived  by  exclaim- 
ing ^*  wolf,"  *^  wolf,"  until  no  one  paid  tbe  least  at- 
tention to  the  sound.  If  I  remember  the  fable 
aright,  the  sheep  were  devoured  at  last  by  neglect- 
ing the  warning.  With  a  proper  application  of  the 
moral  of  the  whole  story,  the  people  should  at  least 
learn  caution,  and  look  to  their  affairs,  even  if  the 
sentinel  should  sometimes  give  a  false  alarm.  Hie 
gentleman  says  the  people  will  not  and  do  nU  hoHivo 
the  cry,  and  he  exulted  in  their  unbelief.  We  are 
taught  in  sacred  places  that  a  want  of  faith  is  a 
damning  sin.  I  call  upon  the  people  to  examine 
the  evidences,  lo  look  into  the  facts  upon  which  we 
raise  the  ciy  of  political  eorraptioB.    Det  them  do 
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that,  and,  if  they  will,  I  am  gwaily  mirtakeo  if 
they  do  not  perceive,  doi  one  wolf  coming,  bat  an 
army  of  woWes  already  devouring  their  substance. 
If  the  people  ought  to  have  faith,  and  have  it  not, 
they  mast  take  Uie  conseqaence  of  their  unbelief ; 
they  mast  perish^there  is  no  salvation  for  them. 

I  know,  sir,  it  is  very  difficalt  to  secare  the  con- 
siderate ettention  of  a  man,  or  to  reason  with  him. 
when  yoa  wish  to  eradicate  his  errors  and  pre jadices. 
He  arms  himself  against  your  6rst  approaches, 
and  he  sets  ap  his  passions  as  an  impenetrable 
wall  of  protection.  He  hates  yoa.  He  will  not 
sacrifice  hif>  vanity,  his  consistency,  his  infallibility, 
his  self-love,  so  far  as  to  be  convinced  by  you. 
Convert  a  political  zealot !  Why,  sir,  the  thing  is 
next  to  an  impossibility.  I  would  almost  as  soon 
undertake  to  convince  a  Mormon  that  their  new 
revelation  from  Heaven  was  nothing  but  a  trick  of 
an  artful  knave ;  or  to  save  the  victim  of  supeisti- 
tion  and  idolatry  from  self-immolation  under  the 
car  of  Juggernaut,  or  to  arrest  the  crusades  set  on 
foot  by  Peter  the  Hermit.  Reason  cannot  stand  up 
against  a  hurricane  of  passion.  I  have  no  hope  of 
converting  ihe  gentleman  from  Indiana.  He  is 
seared  by  unbelief.  He  is  like  the  last  man  who 
perished  in  the  flood  ;  who,  standing  tiptoe  upon 
the  mountain  top,  with  the  water  up  to  his  chin, 
addressed  Noah,  as  the  ark  floated  by,  "  Ride  on, 
my  old  boy,  I  don't  believe  there  will  be  much  of  a 
storm  after  all."  I  know,  sir,  that  a  man's  time 
and  breath  are  wasted  in  attempts  to  reason  coolly 
with  heated  zealots  about  any  thing.  And  in  the 
days  that  are  gone,  when  fifes  and  drums  and  the 
firing  of  cannon  on  the  8th  of  January  were  re- 
sorted to  as  appropriate  means  to  excite  the  pas- 
sions, and  to  suppress  the  suggestions  of  the  under* 
standing,  it  was  in  vain  to  talk  about  trampling 
constitutions  and  laws  under  foot.  Hundreds  and 
thousands  would  not  listen.  But  those  days  have 
passed  by,  and  I  trust  we  shall  never  see  their  like 
again.  We  never  shall,  if  History  makes  the 
proper  impressions  by  her  teaching.  The  last  8ih 
of  January  passed  away  as  silently  as  the  falling 
meteor.  I  rejoice  in  the  victory  of  that  day  as  much 
as  any  man,  bat  I  have  lamented  in  bitterness  that 
its  glory  has  been  prostituted  to  create  a  &iia»a  senli- 
ment,  justifying  the  General  in  selling  the  Constitu- 
tion and  laws  of  his  country  at  defiance.  Since 
General  Jackson  was  first  elected,  the  boys  of 
eleven  and  twelve  years  have  grown  up  to  be 
voters.  They  will  reason  in  locking  upon  past 
transactions  which  occurred  when  they  were  too 
young  to  have  their  prejudices  and  passions  enlisted 
by  being  actors  and  voters.  And  notwithstanding 
the  asseverations  of  the  gentleman  from  Indiana, 
(Mr.  Boon,)  there  have  been  some  converts— some 
who  admii  they  once  were  blind,  bat  now  know 
they  see.  The  signs  of  the  times,  taken  altogether, 
are  encouraging.  The  Madisonian  declares  for  the 
election  of  a  Secreury  of  the  Treasury  by  Con- 
gress. Other  papers  will  follow  that  lead.  A  com- 
mittee, daring  the  last  session,  reported  unanimous- 
ly in  favor  of  rendering  memben  of  Congress  in- 
eligible to  Executive  appointments,  and  incapaci- 
tating them  to  receive  office  from  the  President  for 
a  limited  time  after  the  termination  of  their  mem- 
bership. There  is  a  moving  of  the  waters  which  I 
trubt  will  heal  the  nation. 

The  gentleman  from  Maryland  (Mr.  Thomas) 
has  taken  occasion,  in  the  course  of  this  debate,  to 
complain  of  (as  he  has  been  pleased  to  term  it) 
the  **  cruel  and  outrageous"  course  pursued  on  this 
floor  towards  the  Administration  and  its  friends,  in 
the  cry  of  "  corruption,"  **  corruption."  Sir,  I  am 
glad  to  hear  the  gentleman  complaiti.  There  is 
hope  of  reformation  where  there  is  sensibility  left. 
I  only  regret  that,  while  he  was  rebuking  us,  he  did 
not  remember  the  course  of  his  own  associates,  and 
bring  them  in  to  share  in  the  benefits  of  his  lecture. 
Has  he  forgotten  the  charges  made  against  the 
purest  and  best  patriots  of  the  land,  that  they  were 
the  bribed  tools  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States, 
laboring  for  corrupt  wages?  Does  he  not  read 
the  daily  outpourings  of  the  official  organ,  who^e 
chief  means  of  defending  its  cause  consists  in  a 
fathomless  reservoir  of  fetid  water,  and  unprincipled 
efforts  to  sprinkle  it  in  the  path  of  truth  and  patriot- 
ism, in  the  hope  that  their  votaries  may  be  induced 
to  veer  about  in  order  to  avoid  the  steftch  ?    Let 


the  gentleman  first  pluck  the  beam  out  of  his  friends' 
eyes,  before  railing  at  the  mote  in  the  eyes  of  those 
who  may  not  listen  so  kindly  to  hia  advice.  I  de- 
precate aa  much  as  any  one  the  party  denunciations 
and  political  slanders  of  the  limes.  I  have  always 
set  my  face  against  them ;  but  no  one  should  be  de- 
terred from  speaking  what  he  believes  to  be  the  truth, 
from  the  fear  of  being  gosetteil,  or  of  having  his 
motives  assailed  by  those  who  wish  to  rise  by  pros- 
trating others.  I  should  rejoice  to  see  the  disgrace- 
ful war  of  vituperation  come  to  an  end.  The  gen- 
tleman and  the  Administration  he  sustains  may  do 
much  to  bring  about  that  result,  by  cleansing  the 
official  organ ;  and  I  should  be  glad  their  first  efforts 
would  take  that  direction.  One  of  the  reforms  I 
desire  to  make  is,  to  sever  the  connexion  between 
the  patronage  of  the  Government  and  the  party 
press.  It  is  a  part  of  my  remedy,  and  it  wonld  be 
very  efficacious  in  many  respects,  which  want  of 
time  prevents  me  from  detailing  now. 

I  had  prepared  myself  to  submit  some  remarks 
on  the  subject  of  the  sub-Treasury,  the  banks,  and 
the  currency,  in  reply  to  the  gentleman  from  New 
York,  (Mr.  TiVLoa,)  but  I  have  already  detained 
you  so  long  that  I  am  unwilling  to  go  into  thet^e 
questions  now,  and  shall  therefore  defer  what  I  have 
to  say  in  regard  to  them  nntil  another  time. 

SPEECH  OF  MR-  PRENTISS, 

■>  Of  Mississippi, 

In  tkt  Hou$e  of  Repre$enUitiu$j  JVUey,  Decemb§r 
38,  1838^0n  the  defalcations  of  the  Govern- 
ment. 

The  House  being  in  Committee  of  the  Whole 
upon  the  President's  Message,  Mr.  PRENTISS  of 
Mississippi  spoke  as  follows: 

Mr.  CHAiaMAN:  1  had  intended,  upon  a  former 
occasion,  to  have  expressed  my  views  upon  some 
of  the  topics  embraced  in  the  PresidentV*  Message, 
more  espeeially  the  subject  of  the  recent  defalca- 
tions, lam,  however,  so  unfortunate  as  to  be 
viewed  by  the  official  eye  of  this  House  through  an 
inverted  telescope,  and  it  is  not  often  that  I  can  ob- 
tain the  floor.  With  much  pleasure,  therefore,  I 
avail  myself  of  the  opportunity  at  present  afforded 
me.  That  portion  of  the  Message  to  which  I  shall 
principally  turn  my  attention,  to  wit,  the  defalca- 
tions of  the  public  officers,  has  been  already  ably 
considered  by  my  friend  from  Virginia,  [Mr. 
WiSB,]  as  well  as  by  the  distinguished  member 
from  Tennessee,  [Mr.  Bell.]  But  it  is  a  subject 
which  cannot  be  too  often  or  too  thoroughly  dis- 
cussed. Its  ej^amination  will,  I  am  confident, 
eviscerate  more  of  the  principles  upon  which  this 
Government  has  for  some  years  been  administered, 
and  furnish  us  more  valuable  lessons  for  future 
guidance,  than  any  other  matter  that  can  occupy 
our  deliberations.  I  am  sorry  to  observe  a  rapidly 
increasing  hostility  upon  this  floor  to  the  discussion 
of  great  political  principles'.  One  would  suppose, 
in  listening  to  some  gentlemen,  that  Congress  was 
constituted,  like  a  county  court,  for  the  trial  of  petty 
individual  claims,  instead  of  being  the  great  politi- 
cal tribunal  of  the  nation,  whose  province  and  doty 
it  is,  not  only  to  notice  all  important  events  in  the 
action  of  the  Government,  but  to  investigate  the 
causes  from  which  they  have  resulted. 

Defalcations  of  the  most  alarming  character,  and 
for  an  immense  amount,  carried  on  and  concealed 
for  a  series  of  years  by  ihe  collector  of  the  princi- 
pal commercial  city  of  the  Union,  have  been  re- 
cently developed.  The  President  has  seen  fit  to 
call  our  particular  attention  to  this  case,  and  to 
make  in  connection  therewith,  divers  suggestions  as 
to  the  best  mode  of  preventing  similar  occurrences 
hereafter. 

**It  aeema  proper  (sayc  the  Preddeat)  that,  by  an  early  enact- 
ment eiinilar  to  that  of  other  countries,  the  application  of  public 
money  by  an  offlcar  of  the  Gorenimeni  to  prirate  UMa,  thould 
bemade a  fttony^  and  viaited  toith  severe  and  ignomiiUou* 
pumahmenl." 

He  farther  recommends  that  a  committee  of  Con- 
gress be  appointed  to  watch  the  officers  who  have 
the  custody  of  the  public  moneys,  and  that  they 
should  **report  to  the  Executive  such  defalcations 
as  were  found  to  exist,  with  a  view  to  a  prompt  r&> 
mpval  from  office,  unless  the  default  was  satisfac- 
torily accounted  for." 

ne  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  has  also  given  ua 


a  report  upon  this  same  subject,  in  whidi  be  ei- 
preases  his  astonishoieat  that  such  an  oceancaee 
ahoold  have  happened  without  his  knovledfe;  ex- 
hibits, like  the  President,  a  most  holy  bomr  at  tiK 
enormity  of  the  offence,  and  recommends  the  ap- 
pointment of  an  additional  tribe  of  officers  to  waleh  ^ 
over  those  already  in  power,  as  the  beat  mode  of 
avoiding  similar  miabaps  in  future. 

To  liaten  to  the  well  assumed  astODlshmcBt  of 
the  President  and  Secretary  at  the  diseovezy  of 
Swartwont'a  pecnlationa,  one  would  reau'i'y  sup- 
pose that  defalcation,  under  the  present  Adounia- 
tration,  like  parricide  among  the  andents,  bad 
heretofore  been  a  crime  unknowo,  and  eonse- 
quently  unprovided  for  by  jostioe.  Heaifcea  to 
the  philoeophieal  musings  of  the  President  on  this 
point: 

"The  GoTemment,  ItmuetlM  admhced,  has  iMen  ftem  ito 
commencemaat  comparativalj  fonaiMia  in  ibis  napecL  Itac 
the  appoinUnc  power  cannot  alwaya  \tt  well  adriaed  ia  iw  a» 
leciiora,  and  the  experience  of  every  country  ha»  iiiowa  ttan 
public  offlcen  are  not  at  alt  tloMB  proof  I  ~ 


Wonderful  sagacity!  Unparalleled  disooveij! 
Who  will  now  deny  the  title  of  ^'magician*'  to  the 
man  who  has  developed  the  astounding  fact  **that 
public  officers  are  not  at  all  times  proof  against 
temptation?'^ 

The  embezzlements  of  Swartwout  have  caused 
this  truth  to  flash  upon  the  sagacious  mind  of  the 
Chief  Magistrate,  and  with  philanthropic  eager- 
ness he  rccommend|i  that  we  put  a  atop  to  this  new 
son  of  wickedness  by  making  it  a  penitentiary  id- 
fence, 

Mr.  Chairman,  if  I  should  teil  yoa  that  all  ibis 
is  sheer  hypocrisy — ^gross  and  miserabW  pretence 
— a  tub  thrown  out^  to  amuse  the  popular  whale, 
and  divert  his  attention  from  the  mi^rable  and 
leaky  canoe  which  bears  the  fortunes  of  this  Ad- 
ministration: if  1  should  tell  you  that,  doring  .the 
last  five  or-  six  years,  a  hundred  case5  of  defaka- 
tion  have  occurred,  more  outrageous  in  principle, 
more  profligate  m  character,  than  the  one  we  are 
recommended  to  investigate;  that  the  President  has 
continued  defaulters  in  office,  knowing  of  fheir 
violations  of  duty,  knowing  of  their  appropriatifla 
of  the  public  moneys  to  private  uses;  ibmt  the  Si**-  ^ 
creury  of  the  Treasury  has,  during  that  whole 
period,  habitually  connived  at  the^  defalcations, 
and  eitended  over  them  the  mantle  of  hia  proieo- 
tion;  if  I  should  tell  yon  that  thesr  defalearioas 
constitute  a  portion  of  the  ^'tpnU  sfilcm"— thai 
system  which  has  been  to  this  Administration  what 
his  flowing  locks  were  to  Samson — the  secret  of  its 
strength;  if  1  should  tell  you  all  this,  I  shuuki  !cS 
you  no  more  than  I  conscientiously  t>elie7e;  no 
more  than  I  shall  attempt  to  prove  before  this 
House  and  the  country.  These  defalcatioca  1 
shall  trace  to  their  origin,  and  not  stop  to  inqniie 
so  much  into  their  amounts,  as  into  the  cansn 
which  ha?e  led  to  them.  It  is  not  the  qoestioa. 
Where  is  the  mone>1  but  Where  is  the  gnilt}  that 
I  wish  to  investigate.  The  recent  developmesii 
to  which  our  attention  is  invited  are  but  some  of 
the  bubbles  that  are  every  day  breaking  npon  Ite 
surface  of  the  still  and  mantling  pool.  1  shaSl  net 
stop  to  measure  their  relative  sixe  or  color,  but  wtU, 
unpleasant  as  the  task  may  be,  dredge  for  the  eoe- 
rupt  cause  which  lies  at  ihe  bottom.  Thew  ea»i 
are  but  the  windfalls  from  that  tree  of  Sodom- 
Executive  patronage.  Heretofore,  the  Repieacn- 
tatiires  of  the  people  have  in  vain  urged  an  cxaai- 
nation  into  the  character  of  its  fmit;  but  it  hss 
been  guarded  with  more  vigilance  than  were  the 
g:olden  apples  of  the  Hespendes.  Now  ow  aitin- 
tionis  solicited  to  it  by  the  President  Is  be  is 
earnest?  Let  him  but  give  us  a  efannce  to  shake 
this  tree,  and  he  will  find  its  rotten  pippins  ftttnv 
frc»m  every  limb  and  branch. 

But  our  attention  ia  called,  particniariyy  to  the 
case  of  Swartwout.  The  Adnunisuntioii  has  de- 
livered him  over  to  our  tender  mercies;  they  have 
dropped  him,  as  the  bear,  when  hotly  pni^oe^ 
drops  one  of  her  cubs,  for  the  purpose  of  dafemd- 
ing  the  attention  of  the  hunter,  and  so  '"^'^fft 
with  the  rest  of  her  young.  I,  for  (»e,  shall  aoi 
be  thus  diverted  from  my  porpoee,  bat  viU  Mow 
the  dam  to  her  den,  and  there,  if  poeaOile,  crMhat 
once  the  whole  brood. 

Swartwout  has  been  foqnd  oat.  Thk  is  ihe  »• 
pardonable  sin  with  the  pteaeai  pai7  sa  jmm. 


])ec  I8i8. 
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Defalcation  of  public  officers — Mr  Prentiss. 


H.  of  Reps. 


riieir  morality  is  the  Spartan  morality;  nut  ih« 
\heft^  bat  the  4ifMvenf,  consiitaies  the  crime.  Sir, 
if  ereiy  office  holder'8  mantle  were  thrown  aside, 
tow  maay,  think  you,  woald  be  foand  without  a 
rtolen  fax  fastened  to  the  girdlel 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  have  ne  confidence  that  the 
President  has  recommended  this  investigation  in 
;ood  faith,  or  that  his  partisans  here  intend  to 
Msrmit  it.  They  dare  not  do  it.  They  are 
lot  yet  safficiently  maddened,  scorpion  like, 
o  dart  the  sting  into  their  own  desperate 
irain.  No,  sir,  it  is  a  mere  nue.  Regardless 
>f  the  maxim  that  **  there  is  henor  among 
liieves,**  the  re^t  of  the  office  holders  are  very 
rilling  to  torn  Slated  evidence  against  Swartwout, 
0  gain  immunity  for  themselves,  and  favor  with 
be  oofflmonwcalth.  Let  the  Administra'ion  give 
s  a  fair  commiuee,  favorable  to  investigation,  not 
acked  by  the  Speaker;  throw  open  to  us  the 
oof!J  of  your  Departments — those  whited  se- 
ak^hres,  within  whose  secret  vaults  corruption  has 

>  long  rioted  and  revelled;  let  your  insolent  subal- 
*nis  be  taui^ht  that  they  owe  some  allegiance  to  the 
iws,  compel  them  to  submit  tht'ir  official  conduct 

>  a  rigid  examination  by  this  House;  thcD,  and  nut 
II  then,  will  I  believe  them  in  earnest;  then,  and 
ot  till  then,  shall  I  expect  any  good  to  come  of  in- 
istigatioo.  But,  sir,  though  little 4s  to  be  expected 
om  the  action  of  this  House,  I  anticipate  much 
wd  from  the  discussion.  This  Hall  is  the  ear  of 
.e  nation;  what  is  said  here  touches  the  auditory 
*rvc  of  the  whole  country.  Before  this  mighty 
idirnce  do  I  impeach  boih  the  President  and  the 
•cretary — ^not  before  the  the  Senate — no,  sir;  but 
•fore  the  people^before  fi Aeen  millions  of  free- 
en. 

I  charge  them  with  knowingly  appointing  and 
ntinning  in  office  public  defaulters — ^men  who 
d  appropriated  the  public  moneys  to  private  use; 
BO  had  committed  in  office  acts  of  as  great  moral 
rpitude,  and  deserving  of  as  much  odium,  as 
raches  to  ihe  case  of  Swartwout;  acts  which  the 
esident  now  professes  to  think  are  deserving  of 
s  penitentiary.    I  charge  the  Secretary,  directly, 
th   having  caused,  by  negligence,  and  knowing, 
Ij^  connivance t  some  of  the  most  important  de« 
cations  which  have    occurred.    I  charge  him 
Muficaily   with   having,  ia    odc  case,    literally 
itched  a  defalcation  through  a  period  of  more 
m  two  years,  and  seen  it  graiiually  swell,  dorng 
i\  time,  to  upwards  of  j|lOO,000  !     I  charge  him 
h    having  permitted,  iti  numberless   instAiices, 
repeated  and  continued  neglect  and  violation  of 
at  he   hifloself  asserts  to  be  iht  pmramount  iutff, 
houi  removing  from  office,  or  even  reprimand- 
the  delinquents.    I  charge  him  with  having,  in 
official  capacity,  received,  and  favorably  con- 
sred,  correspondence  degrading  to  his  high  office. 
Dicing  to  him  as  an  honest  man,  and  of  a  cor- 
t  and  profligate  character. 
fir,  the  Secretary  can  only  escape  by  the  plea  of 
It  eomp0§  wsnfis.*'    Out  of  his  own  mouth  I  will 
rice  hioi;  I  will  but  lei  loose  upon  him  the  do- 
sea  ts    he  himself  has  furnished,  and,  like  the 
less    Acieon,  he  will  be  torn  to  pieces  by  his 
I  hounds! 

f  r.  Chairman,  the  cases  which  I  am  about  to 
oniDe,  in  support  of  my  positions,  have  been  se- 
•d  al  raiidoQi  from  the  reports  of  the  Secretary 
self,  and  I  present  than  merely  as  specimens; 
es  of  the  same  sort — the  phosphorescent  glim- 
ings  of  corrapiion — break  through  the  dark- 
ly and  illuminate  the  path  of  the  Secretary, 
a  the  very  moment  he  came  into  office^  Should 
sat  of  them  all,  the  4ih  of  March  would  find  me 
>,  and  the  chronicles  of  the  defaulters  still 
oished. 

lie  first  case  to  which  I  will  call  attention  is 
of  Colonel  John  Spencer,  receiver  of  public 
efs  at  Port  Wayne,  Indiana,  and  which  com- 
ced  in  1836.  The  report  of  the  whole  case  in 
id  in  docoinent  14 2 of  ^^j^  second  session  of  the 
ity-foarih  Congress,  j  ^|iali  extract  soch  ptir- 
I  ns  are  in  point. 

Oder  date  ofthcSSJi  MppI,  1836,  the  Secre- 
writes  to  Colonel  SrJ^^  *y  ^moog  other  things, 
aiows:  ^      %(^^' 

,  iiMse  Buumeou/brj^  ^  February  lut  h^vo  not 


P^ 


meJialfllT  after  ihe  cIom  of  each  month.  At  the  same  time,  I 
woulil  aito  claim  your  atriet  attention  to  the  regulations  of  the 
Department  in  respect  to  the  periodical  deposiies  of  the  pubttc 
money,  and  to  the  daty  of  transmitting  the  usual  evidences  of 
such  aeposites  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  as  the  instruc- 
tions raquire." 

Immediately  afterwards,  the  Secretary  writes 
again  to  the  following  effect : 

TuasuBT  DBPABTMBin^  Mat  23,  1836. 

Sm:  Since  the  date  of  my  letter  to  you  or  the  25ih  ultimo, 
your  returns  for  the  month  of  April  have  been  received,  fmm 
which  I  perceive  that  the  public  moneys  In  your  hands  on  the 
dOth  ultimo  aaiounted  tothesumof«ai7^I  64,  which  amount 
is  the  accumulated  receipts  of  your  office  since  the  1st  of  Ja- 
nuarr  last  You  cannot  but  be  aware  that  the  retention  of  the 
public  moneys  in  your  hands,  beyond  the  period  of  one  month, 
unless  the  receipts  of  such  month  be  less  than  •10,000,  is  a  vio- 
lation of  your  instructions.  The  object  of  this  letter  is,  laL 
To  require  that  the  whole  balance  en  hand  at  the  time  of  the  re- 
ceipt of  this  letter  shall  be  ironaediately  deposiieii,  and  a  certi. 
ficate  of  such  deposUe  transmitted  to  the  Department  without 
delay.  2d.  To  inform  yon  that  the  Department  cannot  over- 
look the  omission  u>  do  so,  or  your  future  neglect  to  deposite 
monthly,  and  to  transmit  your  monthly  returns,  accompanied 
by  the  evidence  of  your  deposite,  in  time  to  be  received  at  this 
office  #iihln  the  month  neit  preceding  that  for  which  the  re- 
turn is  rendered.  3d.  Iliat  any  neglect  or  inattenUon  to  these 
requirements,  unless  satislaciorily  ascounted  for,  will  require 
of  ro^  from  a  sense  of  official  duty,  that  you  be  reported  to  the 
President,  with  a  recommendation  that  you  be  removed  from 
office.  I  am,  very  respectfully,  ftc 

LEVI  WOODBURY, 

^  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

Colonel  SpBiran. 

On  the  8th  of  July,  the  Secretary  directed  that 
Mr.  West  (who,  it  seems,  was  a  sort  of  rotary  por- 
tion of  the  Department,  called  an  examiner)  sbonid 
proceed  in  person  ''to  make  special  inquiry  into 
the  matter,  and  report  to  the  Department  the  re- 
snlt."' 

Accordingly ,  Mr.  West  proceeded  to  Port 
Wayne,  to  examine  into  the  delinquency  of  the  re- 
ceiver; and  having  accompli.shed  bis  task,  made  a 
report  to  the  Department.  From  Uiis  report  it  ap- 
pears that  he  met  Col.  Spencer,  who  was  on  his 
way  to  Richmond  to  raise  nkoney  to  make  up  his 
deficit  to  the  Government.  The  following  is  an 
extract  from  the  report,  in  relation  to  a  charge  of 
'^shaving''  upon  the  public  moneys: 

"Upon  the  subject  of  usinc  the  money  of  the  United  States, 
I  b«tf  leave  to  slate:that,  I  find  it  univemlly  stated  and  believed, 
and  it  is  conceded  lo  at  a  fact  by  tlie  clerks  in  the  receiver's 
office,  that  both  he  and  his  relauve,  Dawson,  have  been  much 
lo  the  habit,  in  the  offlee^  of  shavina  money,  i  e.  exchangmg 
the  money  wtiich  could  not  be  receired  for  public  lands;  the 
rata  of  exchange  or  disoount  varyinjt  from  three  to  five  per 
cent.  I  find  in  the  case  of  Isaiah  Wells,  of  Marion  county, 
Ohio,  that  so  recently  as  the  6th  Instant  he  paid  into  the  liands 
of  the  receiver,  ia  bis  office^  eight  dollars  for  ezchanginz  two 
hundred  and  forty  dollars  oi  Ofiio  l)ank  notes  of  five  dollsrs 
each.  To  what  extent  this  'shaving'  businesi  has  been  carried 
on  in  the  office,  ipf  course  I  de  not  know,  bat  I  sm  satisfied  it 
has  been  to  a  v«ry  considerable  extent;  and  that  the  Govern- 
ment money  paid  in  by  one  person  has  been  handed  out  by  the 
receiver  in  exchange  for  oncurrent(or  not  land  office)  money- 
he  receiving  for  his  own  private  use  the  discount  as  agt  oed  ufion; 
and  that  the  same  Govemment'mooey  again  is  pasMd  into  the 
land  office,  to  be  again  used.for  the  like  purpose,  in  pay  lor  the 
public  lands. 

**That  the  reedver  has  talren  In  bank  notes  of  five  dollars, 
contrary  to  orders,  the  schedule  prepared  at  bis  office,  here- 
with enclosed,  will  prove;  that  he  receired  a  bonus  for  taking 
the  same  Is,  I  think,  almost  beyonda  doubL" 

In  a  postscript  to  his  report,  he  says: 

**Mr.  Spencer  has  just  come  in,  having  been  no  far  as  Rich- 
mond, vhere,  by  obtaining  a  discount  upon  some  dtaOsdue  in 
September,  originally  taken  here  for  land,  he  was  enabled  to 
swell  hie  deposite  there  to  #63,831  34;  which,  locether  with 
the  money  taken  with  him  from  here,  the  silver  in  the  bank 
here,  and  some  pther  money,  enabled  him  to  deposits,"  &c. 

The  following  is  the  supplemental  report  of  Mr. 
West: 

Miami  Countt,  (Indiana,)  Auk.  23, 1836. 
Sot:  I  hasten  to  correct  an  overright  in  my  statement  of  Mr. 
Spencor's  account,  in  the  postsciipt  of  mv  leuer  from  Fort 
Wayne.  I  wrote  the  postscript  just  upon  the  point  of  surting; 
and  Mr.  Spencer  being  present,  requeeting  me  to  give  the  as 
soranceor  his  good  intention  for  the  future,  must  he  my  ex- 
cuse for  the  overatghl. 


It  consists  in  passing  either  the  whole  amount  of  his  deposite 
at  Indianapolis,  in  which  is  included  a  certificate  of  deposite 
of  #26,000  of  silver  at  Fort  Waine;  or,  as  Uie  gold  was  left  in 


the  bank  at  Fort  Wayne  ae  collateral,  to  make  up  a  deficiency 
of  i2;000^  silver,!  should  not  have  passed  all  the  gold  to  ^is  cre- 
dit. 
His  account,  as  corrected,  should  stand  thus: 
Tub  Rbcbivxb— Dr. 
JuneaO.    To  balance     -  •       tloaGgg  32 

Received  b  July  (#366,897  76)  366.155  So 

Received  in  August,  up  lo  II,  at  3  p.  m.       29,774  64 


•186,829  91 


June  30.    To  cash  deposited  at  Indianapolis 

" "  t    Wayne, 


COBTEA— Cr. 

•446,906  00 
Gold  In    bank    al  Fort    Wayne, 
•6,332  37— len  r2.00Q,  its  liability 
for  the  deficiency  of  silrsr  of  •2,0d)  3,322  37 

Bank  notes,  Ac  in  office  17,360  60 

GoldhiolBca  ...  36790 

Sltyerloofllca  .  1,874  00  | 


Scrip 

Forfeited  land  stock  - 

Balance  due  United  States 


8;4a6  00 

78  20 

6,206  84 


It  is  also  proper  for  me  to  state  that  I  am  quite  satisfied  Mr. 
Spencer,  by  his  visit  to  Riduiiond,  was  enabled  to  increase  Us 
available  fund  there  •94,064  92,  (he  having  drawn  in  iavor  of 
the  Indianapolis  branch  for  that  much  more,)  by  obtaining  a 
discount  there;  and  upon  drafts  received  by  hhn  at  rort 
Wayne  for  public  lands,  before  the  1st  of  June  last,  which 
drafts  were  net  due  till  September;  and,  of  course,  in  order  to 
reduce  the  same  now  to  cash,  he  made  a  deduction.  Whether 
the  deduction  for  tlie  yet  remaining  time  was  equal  to  what 
was  allowed  him  inllay  last,  of  course  I  do  not  know;  but  the 
difference  of  time  would  seem  to  place  it  beyond  adouDt  that  it 
was  much  less. 

The  latter  view,  in  part,  applies  lo  the  discount  upon  voeur- 
rent  (or  not  land  office)  paper,  which  he  deposited  at  Indiana- 
polis: a  certificate  of  the  loss  upon  which  I  enclosed  at  his  re- 
quest. Very.&c.        NATHANIEL  WE0T. 

To  Ethan  A.  B«>WM,Esq. 

Bj  this  document  it  appears  that  the  receiver 
had  turned  his  office  into  a  '^shaving  shop"  for 
himself  and  his  friends.  It  farther  appean  that  he 
had  not  merely  failed  to  deposite  the  public  mo- 
neys according  to  law,  but  had  nud  Ihem;  fer, 
when  be  came  to  make  a  settlement  with  Mr. 
West,  after  baring  scraped  together  all  the  means 
within  his  reach;  after  selling  drafts,  obtaining  a 
private  JUsetwU  at  Richmond^  bringing  forward  all 
the  public  money  in  ht^  hands,  and,  in  the  lan- 
guage of  Mr.  West,  **feme  other  moiuy,**  still  he 
falls  short  |5,206  84,  which  he  does  not  profess  to 
account  for  in  any  way.  In  other  words,  by  this 
report  Ck)lonel  Spencer  stood  before  the  Secretary 
and  President  an  acknowledged,  confessed,  and 
convicted  peculator  and  emb«DEler  of  public  mo- 
neys to  the  amount  of  |5,206  84,  without  a  shadow 
of  excuse  or  defence. 

And  what  think  yon  was  done  with  this  default- 
er by  the  moral,  upright,  sin-hating  Secretary? 
And  what  has  been  done  by  the  President,  who 
thinks  this  offence  ought  to  be  made  felony,  and 
punislied  with  the  peniteniiaryl  Before  I  answer 
this  question,  4  will  read  yon  a  letter  from  a  then 
Senator  of  the  United  States,  which  will  perhaps 
throw  some  light  upon  the  subject.  It  will  be  per- 
ceived this  letter  was  written  during  the  examioa- 
tion  of  the  office  by  Mr.  West,  and  was  doubtless 
intended  to  obviate  the  effect  of  the  report: 

Madibom,  August  31, 1836 

8m:  I  am  informed  that  some  things  are  stated  recently  to 


ihe  pre)  udlce  of  Colonel  John  Spencer,  receiver  at  Fort  Wayne, 
and  I  am  requested  to  unite  you.  In  doinff  so,  1  can  onlv  say 
that  I  have  been  gratified  in  learning  that  nis  depositee  haye 


been  made  (o  your  saiisfaciion;  andf^lf  so  I  hope  that  miner 
matters,  if  mere  irregulariiiea,  will  be  overlooked.  He  is  re- 
puted to  be  an  honest  and  honorable  man,  and  I  do  not  believe 
thai  he  has  Intentionally  either  done  wrong  or  violated  his 
instructions.  It  would  toeome  extent  produce  excitement  if 
he  were  removed,  for  he  hae  many  warm  and  in/luential 
friends  both  at  Fort  Wayne  and  in  Dearborn  county  ^  from 
which  he  removed  to  his  present  residence.    Better  uj  it  be. 


With  much  respect, 
Hon.  Lbvi  WoonBmnr,  Seci 


WM.  HBNDRICKB. 

mtary  of  the  Treasury. 

*' With,  much  respect,"  ha  1  I  doubt  it.  The 
honorable  Senator  could  not  have  had  much  re- 
spect for  the  h(»norable  Secretary,  or  he  would 
never  have  dared  to  write  him  such  a  letter.  Those 
two  last  sentences,  like  a  lady's  postscript,  contain 
the  whole  substance:  "It  would  produce  excite- 
ment," forsooth,  to  remove  the  defaulter;  '*he  has 
influential  friends."  ''Better  Ut  it  be."  Sir,  in 
these  few  words  you  may  behold  the  morality,  the 
policy,  and  the  strength  of  the  party  in  power. 
Like  Ihe  flash  language  of  the  London  swells,  they 
open,  to  those  who  understand  the  true  meaning, 
the  whole  secret  of  political  roguery.  Being  inter- 
preted, the  honorable  Mr.  Hendricks's  letter  would 
read:  ''Dear  Levi:  I  am  told  Colonel  Spencer  is  a 
defaulter,  and  yon  are  going  t.>  turn  him  out.  Le- 
vi, you're  a  fool;  yon  must  do  no  such  thing;  it 
would  injure  the  party  to  turn  him  out;  he^  a 
.s:roDK  politician,  and  has  f  ot  a  great  deal  of  influ- 
ence; he  isn't  cheating  us,  it's  only  the  people.  If 
you  kuow  which  ^ide  your  bread  is  buttered,  keep 
him  in  offic-." 

And  what  says  honest  Levi  to  all  this  7  Listen ; 
here  is  his  answer: 

I'RKASoar  DBPAKTMBNy,  Sept.  7, 1836. 
Sib:  Your  letter  of  the  81st  ultimo  is  recelTed,  and  I  am 
happy  to  inform  you  that  Mr.  Spencer's  sxplanationshave  been 
such  that  he  mil  probablr  continue  in  office. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  olMdient  servant, 

LBVI  WOODBURY, 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
lion.  WiLLTAH  HsNDUOKS,  Madisou,  Indiana, 
which,  being  interpretend,   reads:   *<I>ear   Billy. 
Who*&  afooll   I  nefer  miended  w  tarn  him  out 


] 


MO 


JMP^yPg  TO  Tltfe  fcO»OllE8g*Q^At^BM|g^ 
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25th  CoNo*»**dd  Sbss. 


Defalcation  of  public  officers — Mr.  Prenties. 


IT.  onCqit. 


I  oDiy  talked  about  it  to  gall  the  people,  and  make 
them  thJDk  I  vas  honest.  He  shall  be  retained." 
Ay,  and  btf  was  retained,  and  soon  rendered  such 
good  service  to  his  master  as  well  approved  the 
sagacity  which  refused  to  part  with  him. 

He  has  been  continoed  in  office  by  Mr.  Van 
Baren,  and  is  now  receiver  at  Fort  Wayne.  There 
is  one  more  circumstance  developed  by  this  docu- 
ment, to  which  I  invite  attention.  Tbe  Secretary, 
in  bis  letter  of  the  23d  of  May  to  Colonel  Spencer, 
tells  him  'Mhat  any  neglect  or  inattention  to  these 
requirements,  [that  is,  to  deposite  monthly  tbe 
money  on  band,  and  make  monthly  returns  there- 
of,] unless  satisfactorily  accounted  for,  will  re- 
quire of  me,  from  a  sense  of  official  duty,  that  you 
be  reported  to  the  President,  with  a  recommenda- 
tion tba(  you  be  removed  from  office.** 

Now,  in  connection  with  this  extract,  read  the 
following  letter  from  Col.  Spencer,  written  just 
Qpon  the  eve  of  the  Presidentiat  election,  and  abent 
six  weeks  after  the  correspondence  between  Hen- 
dricks and  the  Secretary ! 

RBOBivm't  OmcB, 
FoBT  Watmb,  October  27, 1836. 
&it:  This  ii  to  inTorm  yoq  that  I  hare  forwarded  to  the  depo* 
•ite  bank  one  ^hundred  and  four  thousand  dollars,  in  silrer, 
there  to  remain  until  I  arrive  with  tbe  gold  and  paper  momy. 
My  Democratic  friends  think  that  I  ought  not  to  leare  until 
aAer  we  hold  our  election  for  President,  on  the  7lh  Novem- 
ber, which  I  have  oonclu  'ed  to  a%ratt,  ana  shall  leare  on  that 


evening,  or  the  o«act  morning,  !•  deposite,  with  all  tbe  ftinds  on 
.      ■  -      •  -  jj^u       •  .     .   -      ,. 

vtlypali 
terly  report  will 'be  forwarded  by  nexi  mall,  for  last  quarter. 


hand  up  to  that  time,    f  ehaU  write  ynu  of  un  before  1  leare. 
8  sale! 


The  sales  are  rapid;  mostly  paid  In  gold  and  silrer.  My  quar- 
terly report  will  be  forwarded  by  nexi  mall,  for  last  quarter, 
which  ought  to  hare  been  done  sooner,  only  for  the  want  of 
help  in  the  office.  Hereafter,  I  thing  I  can  get  ray  reports  off*, 
wiinout  much  delay,  aAer  the  close  of  the  month  and  quarter. 
1  am  yours,  respectfully, 

JOHN  BPfiNCER,  Receirer. 
Hou.  I.XVI  WooDBUHT,  Becreury  of  the  Treasury. 

What  think  you  of  this?  The  repeated  injunc- 
tion of  the  Secretary  had  been,  that  at  the  end  of 
each  month  be  should  deposite  the  public  money 
io  hand;  and  if  he  failed  to  do  so,  voiihovt  f^ood  ex- 
ctue,  be  should  be  removed  from  office.  Well,  sir, 
he  fails  to  make  bis  deposite  in  October,  not  by  ac- 
cideot  or  necessity,  but  voluntarily;  and  sends,  in 
advance,  bis  excuse  to  the  Secretary.  What  is 
that  excuse?  It  is,  that  his  Democratie  friends 
thofight  he  ought  net  to  lunt  wUiX  afttr  the  election  for 
President;  in  other  words,  that  his  duty  to  the  party 
was  paramount  to  his  official  duty;  that  his  obliga- 
tions to  Mr.  Van  Buren  (the  candidate  for  the  Pre- 
sidency) were  greater  than  his  obligations  to  the 
country,  in  whose  service  he  was  at  least  nominal- 
ly employed. 

Accordingly,  he  neglected  his  roost  important 
duties  for  many  days,  that  he  might  use  in  the  elec- 
tion that  political  influence  of  which  the  honorable 
Mr.  Hendricks  speaks  with  so  much  unction. 

The  Secretary  receiver  this  excuse;  recognises  its 
sufficiency,  by  not  recommending  his  removal 
from  office,  as  he  had  promised  to  do,  in  clise  the' 
reason  should  not  be  satisfactory;  and  has  thus 
convicted  himself  of  entertaining  and  practising 
the  profligate  doctrine  that  interference  in  elections 
by  an  office  holder  is  not  only  justifiable,  but  in- 
volves a  higher  degree  of  obligation  than  the  mere 
performance  of  official  duty.  It  was  not  merely  to 
exercise  his  elective  franchise  as  a  citizen  that 
Spencer  violated  the  injunction  of  the  Department; 
this  right  he  could  have  exercised  where  his  duty 
called  him,  as  weH  as  at  Fort  Wayne.  But  that 
would  not  do;  he  had  influence  at  the  latter  piece, 
which  it  was  important  to  (he  party  he  should  ex- 
ercise. Having  thus  violated  his  solemn  official 
oblipations,  for  the  purpose  of  assisting  Mr.  Van 
Burf  n  into  the  Presidential  chair,  it  was  of  course' 
no  more  than  fair  that  the  President  s.honld  return 
the  favor.  He  did  return  U,  He  continued 
Col.  Spencer  in  office;  and  thus,  at  the  same  time, 
exhibited  his  gratitude,  violated  his  doty,  and  pros- 
tituted his  high  station.  This,  Mr.  Chairman,  is 
but  a  specimf  n  of  that  corrupt  reciprocity  of  ser- 
vice which  coiistitutes  the  ligature  that  binds  toge- 
ther, hke  the  Siamese  twins,  the  Executive  and  the 
office  holders. 

Sir,  the  document  from  which  I  have  made  the 
foregoing  extracts  is  a  public  record,  and  was  fur- 
nished to  the  Senate  at  the  time  when  Mr.  Van 
Buien  was  President  of  that  body.  Of  course,  he 
cannot  plead  ignorance  of  its  contents.  Yet,  in 
the  face  of  the  repprt  of  West;  of  the  profligate 
ktter  9f  Hciidnoks;  of  the  ahwaeleBS  nvownl  of  the 


receiver  himself  that  he  neglected  the  paramount 
duties  of  his  office  fur  the  purpose  of  exercising  bis 
influence  at  th^  election:  in  face  of  all  this,  the 
President  neglects  and  reftises  to  apply  the  power 
of  removal;  and  the  nnblushing  partiiian  still  re- 
mains in  ofliee,  ready,  doublless,  at  the  next  elec- 
tion, to  play  again  the  game  which  proved  so  pro- 
fitable at  tbe  last. 

I  will  no  longer  detain  the  committee  with  this 
diagracefal  case,  but,  leaving  it  and  the  parties 
concerned  to  tbe  judgment  of  the  conntry,  proceed 
to  the  consideration  of  another.  I  will  take  the 
case  of  Harris,  receiver  of  the  land  office  at  Co- 
lumbus, in  my  own  State.  In  this  instance  I  ex- 
pect to  convict  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  not 
of  a  single  isolated  n^leet  of  doty,  but  a  continned, 
daily,  miserable  winking  and  connivance  at  mal- 
versation and  defalcation,  during  a  period  of  two 
years,  implicating  alike  bit  honesty,  his  veracity, 
and  his  capacity.  First,  however,  I  will  show 
what  importance  the  Treasury  Department  at. 
tached  to  the  duty  incumbent  npon  collectors  and 
receivers,  of  depositing  in  bank,  at  stated  periods, 
the  public  moneys  in  their  hands,  because  it  was 
from  the  continued  violation  of  this  duty  that  the 
defalcation  in  the  case  of  Harris,  as  well  as  in 
most  others,  occurred;  and  because  it  will  leave 
the  Secretary  no  excuse,  from  the  supposed  insig- 
nificance of  the  duty,  for  the  gross  and  culpable 
negligence  on  his  own  part,  which  makes  him,  in 
justice  and  truth,  a  pearticeps  erimkiu  in  the  whole 
aflair. 

I  hold  in  my  hand  a  book  of  some  four  hundred 
pages,  entitled  ^'Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  transmitting  copies  of  letters  to  collectors 
and  receivers  who  have  failed  to  comply  with  the 
laws  and  regulations  for  their  Government;  and, 
also,  copies  of  reports  of  examinations  of  land  of- 
fices since  1st  January,  1834,"  dbc.  It  is  Doc. 
297,  and  was  furnished  the  House  by  the  Secretary 
on  the  30th  of  March,  1838.  It  is  the  most  extra- 
ordinary publication  that  ever  fell  under  my  ob- 
servation. It  is  a  moral,  political,  and  literary  cu- 
riosity. 

If  yon  are  a  laughing  philosopher,  you  will  find 
in  it  ample  food  for  mirth;  if  you  belong  to  the 
other  school,  yon  cannot  bat  weep  at  the  folly  and 
imbecility  which  it  exhibits.  The  Secretary  must 
have  been  frightened  when  he  compiled  it,  for  it  is 
without  form,  and  darkness  rests  upon  its  face.  It 
contains  two  hundred  and  sixty  letters  to  defaulting 
collectors  and  receivers;  in  some  instances,  from 
ten  to  twenty  to  tbe  same  defaulter  yet,  so  curious- 
ly is  the  book  constructed,  tb^t  you  must  read  the 
whole  of  it  to  trace  a  single  caw.  Its  con  tents  are 
as  strange  as  tbe  "hell  broth**  that  boiled  and  bub^ 
bled  in  the  witches*  caldron.  From  this  fragment 
of  chaos  I  shall  proceed  to  extract  and  arrange 
such  matter  as  is  material  to  my  purpose.  And 
first,  to  show,  as  I  proposed,  what  importance  the 
Secretary  attached  to  the  duty  of  depositing  the 
public  moneys  in  bank,  at  stated  periods,  so  that 
they  might  not  accumulate  in  the  hands  of  the  col- 
lector, and  thns  afford  temptation  to  defalcation. 

The  first  letter  I  shall  quote  was  from  Mr.  Ta- 
ney, then  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  It  is  No.  1 
of  the  letters  to  receivers,  is  dated  January  16, 
1834,  directed  to  R.  B.  Sterling,  receiver  of  public 
moneys,  and  concludes  as  follows: 

*'I  will  only  fuTtber  add,  that  the  obllgatioiw  to  dapoeite  fke 
pubUe  mofMy  promptly ^  and  to  remlflr  yoer  nlurns  and  ac* 
connta  punctually,  are  s«ii|>eroc»vc,  and^  must  in  future  be  re* 
gardedas  poramaunt  to  alt  ether  duties," 

Again,  under  date  of  18lh  of  May,  1834,  Mr. 
Taney  writes  to  J.  W.  Dickson,  receiver  at  Mount 
Salos,  Mtssissipni: 

**  Certifleaf M  or  daposite  are  to  be  addreeaed  to  tbie  office; 
iheae,  and  the  prompt  and  ptaictuat  deposite  of  the  public 
money,  are  to  be  regarded  uporamoun/ouuca,  the  strict  per- 
formance of  which  win  belnslBted  on." 

On  the  18ih  of  July,  1834,  Levi  Woodbury 
writes  the  following  circular  to  some  seven  or  eight 
receivers: 

"  I  regret  to  be  under  the  neceaiity  of  noticing  your  omis' 
elonetoiaake  returns  for  tbe  months  of  April,  Maj,aod  June 
laaL  By  a.  circular,  dated  the  l&ih  of  January  last,  you  were 
adviaed  uf  the  necessity  of  promptitude  io  this  respect.  It  re* 
mains  that  I  should  aiain  remind  yon,  once/9r  oil,  that  this 
is  a  duty  which  must  be  punctually  obsercedJ* 

In  a  letter  to  the  receiver  at  Augusta,  Mississippi, 
dated  August  4,  1834,  he  says: 

"  Upon  the  wbject  of  the  request  nada  In  yo«r  letter  of  the 
6tb  inatant,  I  hare  t<M>bssrTe  thai  the  J>eipsxtamti-cannol  rsiat 


in  the  regulations  preseribsdfer  tks  perioiUid  drpsmfm  ef 
the  vubitcnumsy." 

On  the  dOtb  Janaary,  1836»  be  irritM  lo  tka  le- 
oeirer  at  Helena: 
^The  Department  hariag  recaiTed  no  dii||illca^  of  iha 


ly  retunia  required  kiy  iia  reguladona,  riiowiag  ) 
of  your  otfice  since  your  appointmant, it  bMbnievpit»^« 
yout  Immediaia  attention  to  this  duqr;  aad  to  teMna  |«a  mm 
punotuality  in  this  respect,  and  m  the  deposite  sfiks  pMk 
money,  are  to  be  r^ffaided  as  paramsunt  duties,  and  will  U 
insisted  onaceordinj^y." 

To  Linn,  receiver  at  Vandalia,  he  aays.  P^ebna- 
ry  19,  18S5c 

"Ones  for  all,  thea,  I  wlU  Inform  yen  ifaK  a  aiMktekmt- 
▼aoceof  the  refnladonaof  tlia  Pepartmeat  AribapirMiDGf 
deposite  of  the  public  money,  and  tha  tranamlMMii  of  yom  ■^ 
countaaitaretoma,  are  pttromountdstios,lhb  nafeleeiaf  vllclb 
will  be  repociad  Ibr  ilia  action  of  the  Bzaco«ira.'^' 

To  tbe  receiver  at  OemopoUa  he  writes,  Mna- 
ry  20, 1835: 

**I  eoibiace  the  occasion  to  say  to  you,  opoe  Ibr  aO,  tbatB 


tualicy  in  making  your  returns^  anddepooite  of  Ikspidmtms- 
neys.  are  to  t>e  rsgarded  sspat&meuKt  dmttoo,  tie  aiglactef 
which  will  be  reported  ibr  the  actlanof  iba  Bzecotisa."  - 

Again,  February  38, 1835,  in  a  circular  to  some 
fifteen  receivers: 

"I  cannot  omit  the  oecaaion  to  imprsei  npoo  ym  tha  nsess- 
sity  of  a  striei  attention  to,  and  punctual  eomplanoe  with,  ih» 
duties  required  of  yab  in  regard  to  ihisprompe  dijisaf  li  ^  Oe 
pubUe  moneys  and  tranamiaena  of  ytHir  retans;  and  taauv 
you  that  tbe  per/onnance  of  thoae  dutiea  muat  be  ngardel  or 
paramount  to  aU  othtre  in  your  ofidal stdtien." 

Again,  July  ZO,  1835,  the  Secretary  writes  to  Ae 
receiver  at  Helena: 

"The  regular  disposlte  of  ^  whole  of  tbe  piAHe  maosji^at 
pnacribed  by  the  regulaiioaaof  tba  Traaaaiy,  niiil  fhs  piiii  mil 
u-anamiaaion  of  your  aooounta  aad  monthly  rauum^  aaa  msa- 
MonifT  OFPiciAL  Dimaa." 

I  gire  these  extracts  from  ihe  letters  and  cae^ 
'iars  of  the  Secretary  to  show  that  the  periodical  de- 
posite of  the  public  money  was  a  piummnml  Atfyef 
the  collectors  and  repei\ers. 

If,  then,  I  show  that  the  Secretary  ncf^leried  H 
enforce  the  performance  of  panisb  the  acgieei  of 
this  porciiumn^  duty,  it  may  be  fairly  ioferKd  ibrt 
he  is  either  unwilling  or  incompetent  to  enfoiee,ii 
his  subordinates,  the  performance  of  any  daif 
whatever. 

I  come  now  to  the  case  of  Harris,  which  I  wil 
present  in  the  shape  of  fourteen  letters  from  the  fe> 
cretary,  and  a  rarer  specimen  of  official  correjpei 
deoce  cannot  be  easily  found. 

Mr.  Harris  was  receiver  of  public  OKNiey  at  Co- 
in mbui,  Mississippi.  The  coxrespondeiice  eoa- 
mences  during  Mr.  Taney^  adininisiradoB  td  As 
Treasury  Departmait,  from  whom  ihoe  are  some 
three  or  four  letters  to  Harris,  compUinuig  of  hii 
neglect  of  official  doty. 

1  will  quote,  however,  only  Mr.  Woodbaiy% 
epistles,  and  beg  you  to  mnrk  how  well  be  enfoiMi 
the  performance  of  parameiml  Artift.  His  fiiai  hk 
terioUow)-: 

TkBAsuRT  Dapisnnan,  TWh.  g,18K. 
fiflt:  1  regret  that  tbers  should  tie  ticessiafa  far  sigsrn  €dBia$ 

r  atiantioB  tojha  omiasion  to  rendflr  yaurmoiadByd^taB 


your  atiantloB  to  tha  omiasion  to  render  yaurn 
raiuxms  to  this  office,  for  the  months  offtoTaiL 
ber,  (tlioea  being  in  arrear,)  and  to  renSawyoa  i 
in  ihie  reapeet  io  indiapenaable. 

Iam,jfcc  LSVI  WOOiMinUE, 

.«  «  »  *  Sociaiaiy  of  ite  Tiiiaamj. 

W.  F,  Hasrib,  Bsq. 

Reeel^ar  of  Pabfie  Honey,  rulnailHia.  Htaa. 

This  refers  to  the  previous  defkntls,  and  ^h0m 
that  Mr.  Woodhury  was  cogn  zant  of  ihem.  Ihr 
next  month  he  writes  agatti: 

TaMAMVKT  Dmrumaan,  Vaitk  17,  UBL 
Sac  Having  ra6atf«d  no  aMnfUy  AnKua  wmw  aT  * 
tranaaeiioos  of  your  oAoa  alooe  that  Ibr  th 
last,  it  becomes  my  uopleaaam  duty  to  call  yoar  Jms 
tention  to  the  othiaobm.    Allow  me  to  fxpwa  a lM|ia 
may  be  nn  further  ooeaaioo  so  remind  yoa  afll»  i 
punctuality  in  the  iraasniaaion  ofthaaa  lucm. 

I  am,  At.  LBVI  WOODBOas; 

Sectaiaiy  of  ite  TtaaMlfk 
W.  P.  Harsib,  Galumbus,  BlMisalppL  ^^ 

Here,  it  seems,  Harris  was  in  amar  Ibr  ftiri^ 
tuma;  in  other  words,  hsid  vlolaie^  fevr  j 


But  Mr.  Woodbury  is  a  inan  of  !<   _ 
so  he  writes  again,  and  witb  some  seTciii|r. 
is  determined  to  be  trifled  with  bo  kwecs^ 
htm: 

TteuLKncT  Psvawmmiv  Jana 

Bnu  Having,  in  acommuoic^tiooaddnaasd  to  ya««ai 
17ih  of  March  laat,  and  c '     '' -*"* 


of  March  laat,  and  on  aeTeral  prior  ao 
yeu  the  indiapenaable  neeeasicyorhacriet  I 
yoar  monthly  ratuma,  and  finding  that  no  ^^ 
received  .frapi  you  ainoa  that  te^ha^awa^t  ^ 
becomes  my  unpleasant  duty  to  ||iy  to  ypa,  da 
nar  are  not  trasamitled  1^  lutdini  ofwuoBtl 
etiained  to  report  your  m^eet  Ibriha  action    " 
Iani,*c  _.    hKfl' 

lUcBina  o»  PiraUo  Mbtfonr, 


DflC  l^t. 


Al*J»feNUrx  to  *tt4i:  (56KGf*fesSibNAl,  inAHtE. 
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25th  Con d^ 3d  Sbss. 


Defalcation  of  public  officen — JUr.  *Fi  entUa. 


H.  of 


eps. 


I  duoik,  if  Mr.  Harris  don't  make  kvt  re  tarns 
QO^,  tte"*?  a  |ene  case;  the  Ssoreiarj  is  in  earnest. 
BM  IS  anoQbe^  letrer.    Let  ti6  see: 

-     TWAsimr  Ihrjunrmr.  Autwt  a&  1806. 
AirMcMjr  ti»  the  intimatloii  ftvm  yv*  M  my  letttr  of 
I  Jttn^  ftlnsboeoiD*  mydMigitealrt^dtttytonpaRyoar 

„|0d  Mjglaei  t»  the  FvMd0ai,  wbo  tes  ioaolieted  bm  eo 

■y  lo  yott«  thai  if  the  nonOiiy  i«nmw  reqaind  from  yon  by 
tiM  nguteiiont  of  tbeTrOMoty,  which  aj-e  fft  uman,  am  not 
neaivodcttlie-DapfiftmeiitOB  or  toetinro  th«  lOtfa  of  October 
DOt  y6*  will  Una  bo  dlimiMsd  ftom  oOloo. 

I  am,  *c.  LBVI  WOODBURY, 

Sseiotary  of  thoTrwMry. 
WmuMM  P.  Hamus,  flP(|. 

RocoiTor  of  PabUc  Money,  Columbus,  BUml 

Thecc,  Sir,  I  told  you  so.  If  Mr.  Harris  don^ 
onke  fais  retams  by  die  lOtb  of  October,  he  vili  be 
ijiminedj  ib^  President  himself  has  said  it»  and 
Gkneml  JacftsoA  is  a  man  of  his  word. 

In  tlie  fuean  time,  however,  the  Srerelary  girps 
him  AnoOi^r  bint: 

TBXASuay  DnABnuNT,  Sepi.  22, 1836. 

Sou  Allow  me  to  inquire  wliy  u  ie  that  your  depoaiiee  are 
Mt  made  m  the  br&nch  of  the  Planter'a  Bank  at  Columboa, 
MMd  of  iho  parent  bttok  at  Ifatehas?  Doee  the  bradch  ^ 
bmioreoeWe  them,MMl  credit  the  amount  at  the  moi 
MM  I  I  «m,  Ac.  LEVI  WOODBURY, 

Secretary  of  the  Treaeury. 
nrnxiAMP   BAma,Beq. 

Reeelrer  of  Public  Monqr,  Colombua^  Miae. 

P.  £L  Your  return  for  the  month  of  February  laat  hae  beep 
aceired  to^y,  and  ahowe  a  laige  amount  on  band  not  depo- 
iMd;  and  yon  are  hereby  required,  if  not  already  done,  to  de- 
vaiieany  balance atill  on  handio  theaboTo  branch,  to  the 
mlitofibeTraaeury,and  forward  receipts  therefor,  in  order 
>  Ava  Umo  and  expense  in  traTelling  to  Natchex. 

Before  the  fatal  10th  of  October,  the  kind  hearts 
d  man  writes  still  ag[ain,  that  be  may  give  the 
ietim  one  more  warning,  before  the  day  of  grace 
ipast: 

TRBAStTRT  DsPUtTMBNT,  Sept.  28. 1836. 

Bnc  I  recret  to  eay  that  the  reasons  assigned  In  your  letter 
rdle14ih  fostaat,  for  withholdins  ycmr  monthly  lecume  cao- 
H  hereafter  be  deemed  satiefariory.  1  can  prceiire  do 
ifldeot  rauw  for  their  biin^  delayed  longer  than  the  firat 
<aik  in  each  succeeding  month,  as  there  can  be  no  difficulty 
iwnrtalitgatoncatba  amoaot  of  raoney  recehred  within  the 
Mihfor  in  vuilag  the  amount  of  your  fliaborsemenia  and  de- 
nmndiinnc  the  mohth.  This  Is  all  that  is  required  in  them. 
Isdftect  oftheee  reiiiins  Is  to  aflbtd  the  Depanmentthe  ear- 
■iJamrwiatioa  In  regard  lo  the  laooey  openitioasof  the  {<and 
fle^andtbe  punctual  transmission  of  all  the  moneys  re- 
IvM  V*  the  bank  of  deposite.  They  are  therefore  of  para 
idlW  Importance,  and  cannot  be  permiuad  to  await  the  com- 
Mon  of  detailed  book  entries  or  the  perfectioa  of  other  bu- 
teaa  be  its  charactar  what  it  may. 

I  am,  Ac.  LfcVI  WOODBURY, 

flecrataiy  of  the  Treaaury. 
f,  P.  ILunua,  Esq. 

Recalrer  of  Public  Money,  Columbus,  Bflss. 

And  DOW,  sir,  I  am  sorry  tp  say  this  eontama- 
oos  recfeiver  paid  no  attention  'o  these  kind  warn- 
gsandJTriendly  solicitations.  He  did  not  make 
a  recnms;  the  10th  of  October  is  past,  and  Mr. 
'mis is  doubtless  remoyed;  foe  Greneral  Jackson 
id  Lewi  Woodbory  have  both  said  it.  But, 
4fUj;  here  is  a  letter  dated  the  13^h  of  October; 
>  doabt  it  is  the  letter  of  dismissal.    Let's  read  it. 

TasAavsT  DarABTMaMT,  Oct.  12, 1836. 
Sb:  lYwsting  to  the  assurances  gfren  m  your  letter  of  the 
h  alt.  and  to  those  of  your  friends  made  in  your  behalf,  the 
■aUeot  has  oosseniad,  upon  the  facta  now  before  him,  to  con- 
oe  you  in  ofllce  until  the  12th  of  November  proximo:  then, 
laai  jour  inoiuhiy  returns  are  all  rendered,  and  satisfactcry 
iliMfea  thai,  ttti  whole  of  the  public  moneys  with  which  you 
^sanpaaible  are  deposited,  [is  received.]  you  must  be  remov- 
Rnm  olllce,  however  painful  to  both  him  at\d  this  Depart- 
ML  lam,  Ac  LEVI  WOODBURY, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
p.  BabrxSi  S«sq. 

KMreivorof  PobUc  Woaey,  Cblumbus,  Miss. 

WmlU  Miia  ia  stranie !  a  reprieve)  and  based 
Ma  Mr.  Harria"!  letter  of  the  14th  nit.?  Why,  the 
miWLijr.  says  in  his  last  that  ch«  reasons  given 
Ulia  letter  of  the  14th  ult  for  withholding  the 
•OM,  ace  QDsatisfactoiy;  that  he  can  perceive 
•offieient  eaase  f^r  their  being  dielayed. 
.wisb  XeTi  would  explain  wt^y  he  and  General 
fcaon^Tioialecl  their  pledge  in  this  ease.  I  con- 
1 1  d<>ihn  Dndefstapd  it,  I  thooght  if  Harris  did 
^  Hialfe  hia  ortnms  he  .wontd  certainly  be.remov- 
; .- Bml^  heiloes  not  make  all  his  reltorns.  and 
resUes  1^  the  19th  of  November,  he  wi)|  posi- 
t\y  hawe  to  go,  **howev^r  painfnP*  to  both  the 
Hadiesit  «b4  the  De|mrtmept.  Lest  he  bhoulu 
pat  ail  ^tpihi  the  waiter,  the  Secretary  in  a  tew 
»  writes  again: 


lb  l}*^rVP  <*^!f»i"  fj^i?:  to  J^S^iSSr  of  the  SMi  tost. 
1m  allof^iince  atothorfccd  Pr,  lk>oif^!AlMUdM  of  (hd  De- 

•ttanamisiion  of  Om  pubUc  ^1^/^^  SiMmk  of  dapo- 


banks;  moreover,  inasmuch  as  the  branch  bank  of  Colambus 
receives  and  credl|s  the  nooeya  received  by  you  in  tlM  fiw  in- 
staoce,  I  caa  perceive  no  reason  why  each  depoeite  in  past 
rooMhs  should  not  have  embraced  the  whole  amount  in  your 
possession  at  the  time  of  such  deposite,  aa  the  inetructions  re- 
quire. I  am,  Ac  LEVI  WOODBURY, 

iSeciotary  of  the  Treasury. 
W.  P.  Hakr]S,E8«. 

Recaiverof  Public  Honey,  MIbb. 

Sir,  the  13th  of  November  arrived  and  passed; 
and  yet  Harris  bad  failed  to  deposite  the  public 
moneys  with  which  he  wis  chargeable,  according 
to  the  reqnisiiton  of  the  Secretary's  letter.  Of 
coarse  he  was  dismissed  witbont  further  hesitation, 
yon  exclaim.  Not  so  fast;  donH  be  rash  in  yoar 
conclusions.  I  have  become  suspicions  about  the 
matter  since  the  reprieve.  I  don*t  believe,  now, 
he  was  removed  at  all. 

And,  sure  encngh,  he  was  not.  Here  is  the  very 
next  letter  from  the  Department,  talking  to  him  as. 
mildly  as  if  he  had  never  offended: 

TBKASuaY  Dbpabtmbmt,  Not.  28, 1836. 
Sjk  Your  letter  of  the  llih  instant,  and  return  for  the  month 
of  October,  is  received.  As  your  deposiies  of  public  moDeys 
are  made  at  Culnmbue,  no  reason  whatever  can  be  seen  why 
the  whole  money  in  your  hande  at  the  end  of  the  month  ianot 
depoaited.    It  is  expected  that  it  will  be  hereaftar. 

I  am,  Ac.  LEVI  WOODBURY, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
W.  P.  IfASBia,  esq. 

Roceiverof  Public  Money,  Columbus^  Miss. 

Very  true;  no  reason  can  be  seen  why  he  should 
not  have  depositi*d  the  money,  and  no  reason  can 
be  seen  why  he  was  not  removed  for  failing  so  long 
and  so  repeatedly  to  do  it.  But  to  the  eorre- 
spoudence: 

'HtBASOKT  l>B»Asniairr,  March  S8, 1836. 

Sb:  Your  latter  of  the  13th  hiai.  encleeing  your  return  for 
the  month  of  November,  is  received.  Axain  it  becomes  my 
unpleasant  duty  to  complain  of  your  neglect  In  thie  respect, 
and  to  inform  you  that  the  omission  to  transmit  the  raquired 
monthly  statements,  for  a  whole  quarter  after  they  are  due, 
cannot  be  permitted  in  any  public  officer;  and  especially  aOer 
having  been  heretofore  so  oAen  reminded  of  the  consequences 
of  such  neglect  On  the  return  of  the  mall,  therefore,  if  the 
usual  smtemenu  ior  the  other  months  in  arrear  are  not  receiv- 
ed, I  shall  be  under  the  disaxreeable  necessity  of  again  submit* 
ting  the  subject  to  the  President,  for  his  immediate  action. 
Iam,ftc  LEVI  WOODBURY, 

Secreutry  of  the  Treasuiy. 
W.  P.  Habbis,  esq. 

Receiver  of  PubUc  Money,  Columbus,  Miss. 

Why,  Mr.  Secretary,  yon  are  crawling  out  at 
the  same  place  you  crept  in.  This  is  the  tone  yon 
played  at  the  oommencement.  tt  is  rather  too  late 
in  the  day  to  think  of  frightening  Harris  now,  by 
threatening  to  tarn  him  out,  when  be  and  every 
body  else  know  you  never  intend  to  do  ir. 

Mr  Chairman,  let  me  crave  yonr  patience.  We 
are  neariy  through  this  ease,  and  then  we  will  rest 
for  a  moment.  The  following  letter  begins  to  ex- 
hibit the  catastrophe: 

TiXASiATDaPAitnuirr.  Jena  6, 1886. 
But:  Yonr  leimr  of  the  29d  utt.  accompanied  by  yonr  ratuma 
for  the  month  of  April,  is  received.  Beeinff  the  balance  of  pubt- 
lic  moneys  in  your  hands  amounted  to  •128,834  70  at  the  end 
of  that  month,  I  have  lo  rrqoeat  th^tyou  will  expUm  why  it 
was  that  the  whole  of  the  public  moneys  In  your  hands  on  Uis 
last  of  the  previous  month  was  nutdapoaited,  instsad  of  a  parr, 
in  conformity  to  explieit  and  freqaent  instructions  on  that 
point.  It  isp«lhful  to  be  obl^ed  to  aak  you  eo  often  for  expla. 
nations. 

.  I  am,  At.  LEVI  WOODBURY, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
RscBivxR  OF  Public  Mombts,  Columbus,  Mississippi. 

Yes,  I  should  suppose  it  was  painful. 

The  Secretary  i.<  truly  a  man  of  much  patience. 
He  must  be  a  lineal  descendant  of  Job.  He  gives 
to  bis  subordinates  "line  upon  line,**  **precepnipon 
precept,**  *'here  a  little**  and  there  a  great  deal. 
He  strives  hard  to  learn  them  honesty.  Whether 
bisi  ill  success  is  aitributable  to  ma^ter  or  pupils,  I 
will  not  pretend  to  say. 

At  length  Mr.  Harris  does  what  neither  the  Pre- 
sident nor  the  Secretary  dare  to  do— A«  iummei 
hvmelffnm  qtflec;  in  other  words,  hi  rsi^giu. 

TBBAatmv  DsrAanairrtBept.  21, 1886. 
Snu  Your  letter  of  the  a7th  ult.  addreiwd  to  the  President, 
has  been  referred  to  this  office.  Your  duties  as  receiver  will,  of 
course,  have  cetfsed,  or  been'  suspended,  after  the  81st  ultimo, 
the  time  wban  yon  propose  your  resignation  should  take  effect; 
immediate  si^  it  is  hopedt .  will  be  taken  to  adjuat  your  ac- 
counM,  apd  pay  over  Ih6  balance.  Boon  as  the  Preeidcnt  re- 
tuniB,  a  farther  commartlestiob  will  be  made  to  yon. 

Iam,Aie.  .    LEVI  WOODBURY, 

Sacfeiary  of  the  Treasaiy. 
W.  P.  Babbib,  esq.  Co'utt.btts,  Miss. 

He  resigns,  a  defaulter  for  |]00,000.  He  had 
quite  a  moderate  appetite,  compared  with  Swart- 
wt^ttt  and  some  others. 

Tbere  is  but  one  tnore  morrel  of  this  correspon- 
dence on  record,  aitd  it  is  of  a  piece  withlSa  ha-  i 
Umee.     It^OiiMs'df  M|^t  «it  the  pArt  <yf  msih  -[ 


cretary  that  legal  steps  had  been  taken  **to  attempt 
to  secure*'  what  was  due  the  Goverament: 

TasAsmrr  DspABtMsmr,  Nov.  19, 1636. 

Sib:  1  have  received  your  letierof  the  1st  instant,  by  the  mail 
of  this  morning,  and  reftret  m  inform  you  that,  as  ions  H^  •* 
August  last,  steps  were  takon  by  the  Solicitor  of  the  lYeasury 
to  attempt  to  secure  the  balance  doe  from  yo«. 

I  am,  Ac  LBVI  WOODBURY, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
W.  P.  Habbis,  eaq.  Columbus,  Miss. 

Now,  will  any  one  dare  deny  that  (General  Jack- 
son and  Secretary  Woodbory  were  literally  guilty 
of  this  defalcation?  Did  it  not  result  from  (heir 
wilful  neglect  of  duty— from  absolute  atid  unqnali- 
fied  connivance?  For  two  years  aod  a  half  this 
receiver  was  never  for  a  single  insisni  out  of  de- 
fault; he  was  during  that  whole  period  in  continued 
vii)Iation  of  the  acknowledged  '^paramount  duties 
of  his  office.*'  The  Secretary  w^  aware  of  the  whole 
of  it.  The  case  at  length  become  so  ripe  (bat  it 
falls  of  ii8elf<— a  good  round  golden  apple  of  the 
value  of  |100,000  and  upwards.  And  yet  the  Se- 
cretary swears  that  no  such  fruit  grows  in  his 
garden. 

But  let  us  again  take  a  birdseye  view  of  this  cor- 
respondence. Let  us  group  it:  without  giving  the 
exact  language,  we  will  take  the  meanjng — the 
idea. 

Letter  1st.  Mr.  Hanis  I  am  sorry  to  tell  you 
again,  you  hav*nt  made  your  returns. 

9d.  Mr.  Harris,  you  hav*nt  made  yonr  returns. 

3d.  Mr.  Harris,  if  yondon*t  make  your  returns, 
I'll  tell  the  President. 

4th.  Mr.  Harris,  you  had  better  settle  up;  if  yon 
don*t,  out  you  go 

5th.  Mr.  Harris,  please  lo  tell  me  why  you 
hav*nt  settled;  do,  that's  a  good  man. 

6ih.  Mr.  Harris,  now  (]on*t  behave  so. 

7ih.  Mi.  Harris,  how  would  you  feel  if  you 
were  dismissed  from  office?  Better  pay  up,  or 
you'll  know. 

8th.  Mr.  Harris,  it's  lucky  for  you  you've  got 
strong  friends;  that's  the  reason  we  don'c  turn  you 
out.     But  you'd  better  mind  your  eye. 

9ih.  Mr.  Harris,  fie ! 

10th.  Mr.  Harris,  ain't  you  ashamed? 

11th.  Mr.  Harris,  perhaps  you  don't  know  it, 
but  you  are  very  much  behindhand.  Do  you  in- 
tend to  pay  up  or  not?  I  wish  you  would.  Tis 
vf  ry  strange  you  will  hurt  my  feelingK  so,  and  the 
President's  too. 

ISth.  Mr.  Harris,  how  comes  it  that  you  are  a 
defaulter  for  $133,884  70?  I  don*t  wish  to  hurt 
your  feelings,  but  I  should  like  to  knew.  I  have  a 
curiosity  on  the  subject;  caD*t  you  tell  me? 

I3ih.  Mr.  Harris,  yoa'vc  ruigiud,  kaoe  you? 
Welt,  that  l>eats  any  thing.  What  a  cunning  dog 
you  are !  Feathered  your  nest  well,  ha?  1*11  tell 
the  President  all  about  it  when  he  comes  home. 
How  he  will  laugh! 

14th.  Dear  Mr.  Harris,  I  regret  to  tell  yon  that 
the  rascally  Solicitor  of  the  Treasury  is  a  going  to 
try  and  recover  ba^k  that  money  you've  got,  which 
belongs  to  the  Government.  Never  mind;  we'll  fix 
it  some  way. 

Such  is  an  epitome  of  the  correspondence  of  Levi 
Woodbury,  Secretary  ol  the  Treasury,  and  con- 
stitutional adviser  of  the  President.  What  a  rich 
specimen  of  an  American  statesman ! 

But  to  our  task.  The  next  defaulter  whom  1 
shall  mention  was  Boyd,  the  successor  of  Harris,  a 
'^follower  in  the  footsteps."  lo  little  better  than 
six  months  after  he  had  l>een  in  office,  we  find  the 
following  account  of  h-s  fidelity.  It  is  extracted 
from  the  report  of  one  V.  M.  Garesch^,  who  was 
sent  out  by  the  Secretary  to  exatnioe  the  condition 
of  the  land  offices.  It  is  dated  14th  June,  1837.  In 
relation  to  Boyd,  he  says: 

'The  account  of  the  receiver,  which  I  have  made  ont  and 
tranemit  herewith,  prownisaKainethima  balance  of  $56,966  54 
Hie  own  account  makee  it  i53  272  73;  it  ia  also  annexed.  His 
assets,  of  which  I  also  aend  you  the  list,  amount  to  te^e^S  f8, 
rating  the  Utnd  at  tl  25  only^  but  miaht  probably  realise 
double  the  amounL  'I  he  man  seems  realty  penitent;  and  I  am 
inclined  u>  think,  in  common  with  bia  friends,  that  he  is  henett^ 
and  has  been  led  away  from  his  duty  by  the  example  ufhU  pre 
dtee—OT^  and  a  certain  Itmeenese  m  the  code  qfrnorolUy 
which  here  deee  not  move  in  eo  limited  a  drcU  ae  it  doee  teith 
ve  at  home.  Another  receiver  would  probably  fnlluw  in  the 
footstepe  of  the  two.  You  will  not,  therefore,  be  surprised  ip  I 
BSOOMirBSo  ma  bbino  bstaikbo,  im  pbbpbbbmgb  to  AilonutB 
AFeoi«T^£i7T;  von  mt  has  jub  HAimaJTOLL  now,  and  will  nut 
BB  jDiSPOfiBo  TO  aPBOULATB  ANT  JCORB.  He  wIll  havB  hls  bond 
slancd  by  the  eame  miretim^  and  forwarded  In  a  few  days  to 
Washington.  This  speaks  favorably.  HelwM^inorsoyer,|>Mc«d 
hie  wtra  tliai.  if  retained,  he  will  strictly  obey  the  iaw,ofiare- 
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eetvB nothing  buttpecte  inpayment  for  landa.  He  lella  me 
thai  heifl  abuut  ■eilinga  f^reat  poriion  ofhislanda;  (hat  and 
■ome  other  negotiation  will  enable  bim  to  diecbarge  a  large  por- 
tion of  hie  debt  to  the  United  Suuee  before  die  expiration  of  the 
Kiesent  quarter.  Lenity  towaida  him,  therefore,  nigbl  etiiou- 
itehim  to  exertione  which  eeverlty  might  perhape  paralyse.  1 
havek  in  the  mean  time,  enjoined  the  Moetng  of  the  landcMce 
until  the  bond  ie  completed  and  returned.  No  land  hae  been 
eold  ainee  the  2Uh  ultimo/* 

Sir,  who  bm  a  profligate  pander  eotiLd  have 
written  the  abovel  Who  bnt  a  political  bawd 
could  have  received  it  withoQl  iodigoaiion  aod 
cootempil 

**Y9uwiUnot  be  twrpriaed  if  I  recommeDd  his 
being  retained;"  **/or  heheui^  himd»fiM  now.'' 

No:  1  presume  the  Secretary  was  not  surpnsed, 
though  any  honest  man  would  have  been,  at  the 
corrupt  and  wicked  proposition. 

The  licentious  familiarity  of  this,  as  well  as  other 
of  the  reports  and  ietters  to  the  Secretary,  cannot 
fail  of  arousing  in  tlie  breast  of  every  pure  minded 
man  sentiments  of  scorn  and  disgust. 

But,  says  this  polypus  feeler  of  Levi  Woodbury, 
*Hhe  man  seems  really  penitent;  and  I  am  inclined 
to  think,  in  common  with  his  friends,  that  he  is 
honest,  and  has  been  led  away  from  his  duly  by 
the  example  of  his  predecessor,  ami  a  eertoin  loosf 
ne$a  in  the  code  ofnuraUiy  wMeh  here  does  noi  move 
in  »o  linuled  a  cUrcU  a$  U  does  vritk  im  at  homo.*'  Now, 
"sir,  a  more  infamous  slander  was  never  promul- 
gated again&t  an  intelligent  and  moral  community; 
for  a  more  upright,  intelligent,  and  moral  commu- 
nity cannot  be  found  in  the  Republic  than  that 
which  is  the  subject  of  this  vile  libel.  Why,  sir, 
I  do  not  believe  there  is  a  citizen  of  that  commu- 
nity who  would  not  spurn,  with  honest  and  indig- 
nant scorn,  the  profligate  sentiments  of  this  self- 
constituted  "ceworiiMrttin.'^ 

No,  sir:  it  was  that  looseness  of  political  mo- 
rality which  marks  the  party  in  power,  which  more 
especially  illustrates  the  ofllcial  conduct  of  the  Se- 
cretary of  th«  Treasury,  that  induced  Boyd  to  em- 
bezzle the  public  property. 

And  he  did  it  with  a  vengeance.  His  accounts 
exhibit  hw  defalcation  as  of  some  |50,000  or 
#60,000  in  money.  But  it  was  a  more  splendid 
robbery  than  this:  it  was  of  some  28,000  acres  of 
the  public  domain,  which,  by  virtue  of  his  ofl|ce, 
he  transferred  to  himself,  without  even  paying  for 
it  a  single  dollar.  Sir,  this  was  a  bold  operation; 
most  of  the  appropriators  of  other  people's  pro- 
perty prefer  piersonal  chattels — something  which 
can  be  concealed,  and,  if  necessary,  taken  acron 
the  waters.  But  "there  be  land  rata  as  well  as  wa- 
ter rats;"  and  Boyd,  it  seems,  was  a  land  rat. 
What  a  huge  slice  he  cut  from  the  public  loaf! — 
38,000  acres  of  land !  Why,  it  is  more  than  a 
German  principality.  The  Norman  robber,  when 
he  divided  out  the  broad  lands  of  merry  England, 
gave  not  to  his  haughty  barons  such  wide  extent  of 
wood  and  field.  Who  would  not  be  the  feudatory 
of  this  Administration,  when  the  tenure  is  so  easy, 
and  the  reward  would  constitute  materials  for  a 
dukedom? 

Sir,  the  Secretary  deserves  impeachment  for  this 
case  alone.  Why  has  he  not  proceeded  to  set 
aside  the  illegal  and  false  titles  to  these  lands? 
The  receiver  never  had  a  shadow  of  right  to  thrm. 
Yet  his  pretended  title  has  been  recognised,  and 
portions  of  the  land  are  now  being  sold  by  the  ofii- 
cers  of  the  Government,  as  the  property  of  the  de- 
linquent. 

Alter  this  extensive  land  conspiracy,  what  does 
the  Secretary  do?  Does  he,  with  virtuous  indigna- 
tion, turn  him  out  of  office?  No,  sir.  He  permits 
him  to  resign  at  his  leisure.  Two  months  after 
Garesche's  report,  he  writes  him  as  follows: 

TasAeuRT  DEPARTMBirr,  Aug.  8, 1837. 
Sir:  lam  happy  to  bear  of  the  frank  and  hoporable  course 
propoeed  in  your  letter  of  the  21th  ulUmo.    It  would  he  conve- 
nient to  liare  the  bond  and  reeignation  arrlTe  here  by  the  early 
part  of  September.  I  am,  Ac. 

LBVI  WOODBURY, 
Secretarj  of  the  Treasury. 
G.  D.  BoTO,  Eeq. 

Receiver  of  Public  Money,  Columbae,Mi. 

Yes,  air;  according  to  the  morality  of  the  Secre- 
tary, resigning,  after  robbing  the  Government  of 
30,000  or  30,000  acres  of  land,  is  very  '*/r«mk  and 
kanardble.'* 
'  1  will  give  yon  one  case  more,  and  then  I  am 
done.  It  is  the  case  of  Linn,  receiyer  of  public 
money  at  Vandalia* 


As  early  as  June  33,  1834,  Mr.  Taney  wrote  (o 
him,  admonishing  him  of  his  neglect  in  depositing 
Ihe  public  money,  and  warning  him  of  the  indis- 
pen.sable  duty  of  doing  so. 

On  the  20th  of  October,  1834,  Mr.  Woodbury 
writes  him  on  the  same  subjects  calls  to  his  mind 
his  continued  neglect  and  violation  of  this  duty, 
and  tells  him  that  if  he  fails  any  longer  in  its  per- 
formance, "it  will  be  my  painful  duty  to  submit  the 
case  for  the  action  of  the  Executive,  and  to  recom- 
mend the  appointment  of  another  person  as  your 
successor.*' 

Again,  under  date  of  4th  of  December,  the  Se 
cretary  renews  the  complaint  of  neglect  in  the  de- 
pasitp,  and  non-compliance  with  the  positive  di- 
rections of  the  Department. 

Instead,  however,  of  being  removed  for  this  con- 
tinued contumacy,  Linn  Deceives  the  following  let- 
ter from  the  Secretary: 

Triasurt  Dbpartmsmt,  Feb.  12, 1836. 

Sir:  Although  it  has  pleaaed  the  President,  under  thp  ezpla* 
nations  given,  notwithstanding  your  fuut  neglect  in  some  caaet 
to  deposito  the  public  moneys  as  required  by  law  and  the  IQ' 
■irurtions  of  the  Department,  to  renominate  you  for  the  office 
ofreceiver  of  public  money  at  Vandalia,  and  your  nomination 
has  been  confirm^,  vet  it  is  not  to  be  inferred,  Irom  this  evi- 
dence of  his  regard,  that  any  future  omission  in  this  respect  can 
be  overlooked.  Once  for  wl.  (hen,  I  would  inform  you  that  a 
etrict  observance  of  the  regulations  of  ihe  Department,  for  the 
periodical  depositeofthe  public  money,  and  the  transmission 
ofyour  accounts  and  returns,  are  paramount  duti«L  the  neg- 
lect of  which  will  be  reported  for  the  action  of  the  Raecutive. 
I  am,  Ac  LEVI  WOODBURY, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasary. 
.  William  Lnm,  Era. 

Receiver  of  Public  Money,  Vandalia,  111. 

But  it  seems  Mr.  Linn  thought  differently;  and 
came  to  the  conclusion  that,  "from  this  evidence 
of  the  President's  regard,'*  **future  omissions  would 
be  overlooked."  And  it  seems  his  opinion  on  the 
subject  turned  out  to  be  more  correct  than  that  of 
the  Secretary;  for,  under  date  of  July  35,  1836, 
we  find  the  indefatigable  Mr.  Woodbury  still  com- 
plaining of  Linn'A  failure  to  depa^ite  the  moneys 
on  hand;  yet  he  does  not  have  him  dismissed. 

September  3,  1836,  he  tells  him,  with  as  much 
gravity  as  if  it  were  for  the  first  time: 

**The  Department  trusts  your  depositee  will  hereafter  be 
promptly  made,  and  that  no  exchanges  whatever  or^money 
will  take  place,  on  any  terms,  as  they  opea  a  door  to  improper 
praciticet  aod  unfounded  imputations." 

December  8, 1837,  he  says : 

"Again  it  becomes  my  duty  to  call  your  attention  to  the  sub- 
ject of  my  former  letters,  in  reference  to  the  depodteof  the 
public  money,  and  to  inrorm  yon  that,  if  by  return  of  mail,  evi- 
dence ie  not  received  of  your  naving  complied  with  the  requi- 
sitions of  my  letters  of  16ih  August  and  3d  November,  it  will 
be  my  unpleasant  duty  to  report  your  nralect  to  the  Preddent, 
and  to  recommend  your  removal  from  offlce." 

Well,  sir,  instead  of  being  removed,  he  is  per- 
mitted, like  Boyd  and  Harris,  to  retire  with  honor, 
upon  his  own  oolwilary  reaitntdionj  as  appears  by 
the  following  and  last  letter  of  the  infamous 
series: 

TRRAmniy  DapAmniiT,  Jan.  26, 1638L 
Bm:  Your  letter  of  the  7th  instant  is  received,  and  your  re- 
signation is  accepted  by  the  President.  I  regret  that  so  huge  a 
balance  stands  unadjusted  in  your  taande,  and  trust  that  certifi- 
catee  of  deposits  for  the  amount  with  the  Bank  of  Missouri 
will,  without  delay,  be  forwarded  here. 

I  am,  Ac  LEVI  WOODBURY, 

Seen  tary  of  the  Treasury. 
Wm.  Liim,  esq.  Vandalia. 

Now  how  dare  the  President  and  Secretary  to 
.^ay  that  defalcation  deserves  to  be  punished  with 
the  penitentiary,  when  they  did  not  consider  it  de- 
serving even  of  removal  from  office  in  the  case  of 
Linn,  who  was  allowed  to  resign  and  retire  a  de- 
faulter for  I . 

But  the  Secretary  says  he  was  not  bound  to  no- 
tice these  defalcations;  that  it  was  impossible  for 
him  to  scent  them  out.  After  reading  the  forego- 
ing letters  and  extracts — ^''elegant  extracts**  they 
may  be  called — I  am  inclined  to  think  Mr.  Secre- 
tary Wodlbnry  has  taken  his  cue  in  this  matter 
from  the  following  fable,  which,  if  my  friend  from 
Virginia  jMr.  Wise]  will  do  me  ihe  favor  to  read, 
he  will  afford  a  moment's  relief  both  to  the  Houee 
and  myself.  [Here  Mr.  Wi^  read,  with  much 
humor,  from  a  paper  handed  him  by  Mr.  P.:] 

"And  how  did  It  happeiL  Pat,  thai  Miether  Van  Buren  al- 
ways kept  in  with  the  oald  glnoral  as  he  didi 

"Why,  Vm  thinking,  Murphy,  it  was  becsuse  he  always  had 
euch  a  bad  couULjiet  P* 

"And  what  had  nis  having  a  could  to  do  with  the  matter  at 
alt.atalir' 

"Why,  diu  yo  UDTor  ii«u, 

had  a  could?    Then  Pll  tell 


*Why,  did  ye  never  hear,  Murphy,  mv  boy,  of  tlie  fox  th  «t 

1  a  could?    Then  P II  tell  ye.    Once  there  was  a  lion  that 

wanted  to  know  how  poUte  all  the  bastes  were.    8o  he  made  a 


great  smell  in  his  den  with  brimstone,  or  iomethiDg  else->I 
don't  miod  what  iisi-*but  it  iDMlt  enough  to  knock  yon  dowi^ 


intirelyi  and  then  he  called  in  the  bear,  and  says  he,  'GooA 
morning.  Mr.  Bear,  and  what  d'ye  tklak  of  the  smell  hen  ifaii 
nomiagt'  and  sayauthe  bear,  says  he,  *Why,  it  wneBsted.' 
'What's  that  you  say7'  ssys  the  lioo;  Hake  that/  sayBhe,(8tis| 
hirottpaleogeiher!)Hake  t}iai,and  see  if  it  will  tadie  ye  po- 
liteness, ye  unnMnnerlv  son  Ola  cob!'  Now,  when  the  bear 
wasate  up,  tlie  lion calledin  the  monkey,  aod  asked  him  ihe 

seeing  the  bew 
iconer^iavshs, 


thei 


mobkey,  seeing  the  bew 
ad  in  the  4 
ly  It  please  yer  m^iesiy,*  (says  he,)  it's  jisi  tli 
M  smell  I  ever  smelt  in  my  iffe,  at  alL  atalL'    *floit  i^'siid 
ths  lioii,(pataag  him  on  the  liead,  essy  like,  so  as  lo  hsie  ihs 
breath  clane  out  of  his  body,)  "mil  W  (mid  he,)  'and  now  yaall 
on,  rm  thinki 


snne  qoeetlon  preriselT.    Now, 

tliat  the  lion  had  swallowed,  lying  dead  in  tlie  corner,  sayshs, 

'May  k  pleaseyer  m^iesiy,*  (says  he,) it's  jisi  the  mostdeTiglK- 


not  tell  anoUiar  lie  soon,  I'm  thinking.' 

*'Now,  when  the  lioa  had  kil't  the  bear  and  the  monkey,  be 
called  in  the/oir  to  him,  and  says  he,  Oookiiig  vwy  savage,  sad 
ready  to  ate  aim  np^  if  he  ehoold  make  the  laMe  fox  poc  st 
all,)  ^Oood  marning  /Vx,'  says  he,  %ow  does  my  partor  ameO 
to-dsy1'  And  say*  the  fox  <wiphig  hb  nose  wifh  fhe  bmshif 
his  tail,  and  pulling  down  his  eya-lid  with]bls  paw,  as  mnchas 
to  say, 'D'ye  see  any  green  there,  my  booeyT')  Talth.'sni 
be,  'may  it  pleaae  your  majeeiy,  Fve  a  hery  bad  could  tbii 
morniDg,  and  it's  me  tliat  can't  smell  at  an,  at  all!'  Be  dw  ftoa 
JaufAted^andtoaldtheloxhewaaa  very  clever  ba8la.aBdihai 
he  might  tread  in  hie  footatepe  if  he  could  atradUe  wide 
enMtfA,  and  that  ail  the  other  bastes  ehoold  mimi  Mm,  or  hs 
would  ate  them  up  as  he  had  done  the  bear  " 

Mr.  P.  resumed.  The  Secretary,  though  in  oOkt 
respeda  he  resembles  a  much  larger  and  Jess  can- 
nini;  animal,  yet,  in  this  matter,  has  oenainly  ukeo 
a  lesson  froih  the  fox.  ^*He'$  Aad  a  wrf  M 
eeiiM,**  and  ''coaldHii  nnell  ai  aU,  ml  mU.^  No,  sin 
the  stench  of  corroptioUi  which  has  been  so  long 
^teaming  up  from  his  Department,  has  bor,  it 
seems,  yet  offended  his  olfactories.  Besides  alt 
this,  his  friends  excuse  him  by  saying  that  ihe  Go- 
vernment will,  probably,  not  ultimaiely  los«  aaj 
thing  by  these  defalcations;  that  the  money  will  be 
recovered  back,  either  from  the  defaulters  or  thetr 
sureties. 

Sir,  if  a  thief  is  detected,  and  compelled  lo  dis- 
gorge the  subject  of  his  larceny,  does  it  relieve  ribt 
rogne  and  his  accomplice  from  guiltl  does  it  ex- 
tinguish the  crimel  Upon  the  answer  to  this  ques- 
tion depends  the  validity  of  the  Secretary^*  ex- 
cuse. 

It  is  also  urged  in  his  favor,  that  defalcatiaBi 
have  occurred  under  other  Adminisfrations  that 
the  public  money  has  bean  stolen  before.  Thii 
plea  I  feel  compelled  to  allow  to  its  whole  exint 
'^Brave  men  lived  before  Agamemnon,'*  and  gseat 
rogues  before  Levi  Woodbury.  In  justice  lo  the 
Secretary,  I  cannot  deny  that  his  ^e(s  are  not  fhe 
first  thieves  on  record;  and  I  give  him  joy  of  the 
able  defence  which  his  friends  have  extracted  ffom 
this  remarkable  circumstance. 

And  now,  Mr.  Chairman,  what  do  joo  ifaiak  ol 
this  Secretary  of  the  Treasuryl  of  his  eiMHo*.aiy 
talent?  of  his  capacity  and  fitness  for  the  statkmhe 
occupiesi  He  resembles  much,  both  in  mamieraai 
morality,  that  worthy  old  lady  who  lived  at  «*The 
Mug,*' ia  Bulwer's  <'PauI  Clifford,**  and  rqoioQi 
in  the  name  of  **Mrs.  Maigery  Lohkina,**  BMre  fa- 
miliarly called  "Peggy  Lob.'* 

His  001  respondence  with  his  subalterns  camoc 
fail  of  calling  to  your  recollection  the  exqocsiie  ad- 
monitions of  honest  "Peggy"  to  "Leetle  Pant.** 

Thus  moralized,  not  Levi,  but  the  kind-hcBfied 
dame: 


your  ACnoMS.    If  yen  wants  what  is  not  yonr  own,  try  i 
wiihout  It;  and,  If  you  cannot  do  wiihoat  it,  take  It  vmuj  by  to- 
sinivation,  not  bluster.     They  aaswindlaa  does  i 
lesB  than  ihey  ae  robs.'' 

Yes,  sir;  "people  goes  more  by  your 
by  your  seftonj  '*  Well  has  the  PresidcBli 
this  maxim,  and  cunnhigly  did  he  practive  n^  ft 
when  he  recommended  that  defalcation  ahgaU  ta 
made  a  penitentiary  offence.  Pegcy  Lob  pladiiii 
leetle  Paul's  hand  "the.  sum  of  five  haif-peace  ad 
one  farthing.  "Ther^„boy,"  qoolhstie.  aa<*i 
stroked  his  head  fondly  when  ahe  spoloe,  QMt  j» 
Levi  caresses  his  subordinates,)  ''yon  does  b|^ 
not  to  play  for  nothing,  it's  low  of  time!  bat  fftif 
with  those  as  be  less  dutn  yourBcIf,  amd  Am  pm 
esn  go  >br  to  6eal  *em  if  they  says  yo«  go  ftr  » 
cheat." 

Ay,  and  it  has  not  been  kmg  anee  this  vasto 
doctrine  of  those  in  power,  and  "la  gw  fm-  la  ii* 
tlum  who  $a9fougoforloehet:tr  became  tMe  uMfli^ 
word  of  the  party.  I  recollect  well,  and  my  Im«»> 
rable  friend  who  sits  near  me  [B€r.  WtaaA 
lects  stUl  better  than  I  do,  those  days  of  1 
when  he  had  to  legislate,  as  he  lold  us 
day,  with  "harness  on;**  when  the  beat 
wasthei^aiol,udUieoiiJf  lawwaacMftl 
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was  (he  time  wheo  ^'Harrth  for  Jackson'*  coiisti- 

toied  the  ^*Op«Q  Sesame"  of  power,  which  gained 

at  once  admiUaBee  into  the  robber's  cave,  and  par- 

tieipation  in  the  plunder. 

Then  General  Jackson  had  bnt  to  whistle,  and 

**tbftaiu  ftom  copte  and  heath  aioM 

fionnets,  and  apeais,  and  bendad  bowa." 

His  followers,  like  thoje  of  Roderick  Dhn,  start- 
ed Bp  in  every  direction,  ready  and  eager  lo  per- 
form his  bidding.  He  had  hot  to  point  his  finger, 
and  his  fierce  blood-honnds  baried  their  mazzles  in 
the  nafertnoate  victim  of  his  wrath. 

Then  were  the  saturnalia  of  the  office  holders;  and, 
like  tht  locQsts  of  Egypt,  they  ~  plagued  the  land. 
Few  dared  to  whisper  of  corruptions  or  defalca- 
tion^ and  a  bold  man  was  he  Who  proposed  to  in- 
vestigate them,  for  it  was  sure  to  bring  down  upon 
his  head  the  rage  which  never  relented,  and  the 
anger  which  nothing  but  furious  per>ccution  could 
assuage. 

There  was  one  man,  however,  who  blenched  not 
before  General  Jackson 'd  frown,  and  who  dared  to 
propose  an  investigation  into  frauds  and  corrup- 
tioDs  which  had  become  so  palpable  and  gross  as 
to  be  an  ofience  in  the  nostrils  of  the  community. 
He  occupied,  at  that  timet  a  feat  in  the  other  end 
of  this  building,  as  Senator  from  my  own  State;  a 
Stale  upon  whose  laws  and  institutions  his  talenu 
and  genius  are  indelibly  impressed.  The  political 
history  ot  Mississippi  is  illustrated  by  his  name, 
from  its  very  commencement.  He  served  her  in 
all  her  departments;  and  as  legislator,  judge,  and 
Governor,  advanced  her  prosperity,  and  added  to 
her  character.  What  he  was  as  Senator  you  all 
know.  He  stood  procdly  among  the  proud,  and 
lofty  among  the  loftiest,  at  a  time  when  the  Senate 
Chamber  cmiained  the  garnered  talent  of  the  coun- 
try; when  its  intellectual  giants  shook  the  whole 
nation  with  their  mighty  strife;  when,  sir,  it  en- 
closed within  its  walls  the  most  transcendent  de- 
liberative body  that  ever  was  assembled  upon  this 
earth.  The  floor  of  that  body  was  his  proper  arena. 
To  a  correctness  of  judgment,  which  would  have 
giren  him  reputation  even  without  the  G«ipacity  of 
expression,  he  joined  a  power  of  debate  which,  for 
parliamentary  strength  and  effect,  was  unsurpass- 
ed. To  all  this  was  added  a  stem,  unyielding  at- 
tach ment  to  his  poriiical  principles,  and  an  in- 
domitable boldness  in  expressing  and  sustaining 
them. 

Do  jou  not  recollect,  sir,  when  General  Jackson, 
like  Charles  I,  strode  to  the  legislative  chamber, 
and  thmst  among  the  Senators  a  despotic  edict, 
mere  iBsulting  than  if  he  had  cast  at  their  feet  a 
Baked  sword  1  It  was  that  fierce  message  which  oom- 
nenced  with  breaking  down  the  independence  and 
:baraccer  of  the  Senate,  and  finally  resulted  in  that 
won«  than  felon  act,  the  desecration  of  its  re- 
»rd5.  But  the  mandate  passed  not  unopposed  or 
aarebaked. 

IV'ben  it  burst,  like  a  wild  bea&t  from  his  lair, 
[ipon  the  astonished  body  whose  degradation  it 
soatemplated,  and  in  the  end  accomplished;  most 
>f  the  distinguished  Senators  were  absent;  but  he 
T  whom  [  speak  was  at  his  post.  Single-handed, 
Ad  alooe,  like  Cocles  at  the  head  of  the  bridge,  he 
leld  at  bay  the  Executive  squadrons,  and  for  a 
rhole  day  drove  back  the  Mamelukes  of  power; 
Hi  at  the  sound  of  his  voice,  as  at  the  sound  of  a 
maapet,  his  gallant  compeers,  the  champions  of 
«edlom»  the  knights^not  of  the  black  lines,  but 
rtlk^  Constitution— came  flocking  to  the  rescue. 
Ir,  dit  was  a  noble  scene,  and  worthy  of  the  best 
naes  of  the  Roman  Republic  A  Senator  of  the 
Fnlced  States,  in  bold  and  manly  pride,  trampling 
iider  foot  Executive  insult,  and  protecting,  at  the 
uaa«  time,  the  honor  of  his  country  and  the  dignity 
rhis  high  station.  There  was  a  moral  chivalry 
boat  it  far  above  the  heroism  6f  the  field.  Even 
DW,  the  f^ontemplation  of  it  makes  the  blood  thrill 
irocigh  the  veins,  and  flash  the  forehead  lo  the 
sry  temples. 

I  Deed  not  tell  you  fbat  man^  name  was  George 
Oindexter,  a  name  that  |k.«  j^ng  and  honorably 
re  among  the  lovers  of  in^' J^ndenoe  and  haters 
r  tyranny.  Boi  he  dantj  J^'ZwpOBe  an  iarwtiga- 
9a  into  the  fiaods  sflrfcoJO  P^gts  ot  the  QovcTn- 
imt,  and  from  t^^ij^f^pf^Aoom  wax Mi/ed. 
he  deep,  inrWd,  ndif^^  *^rre9t  ^f  Jiwataoia. 


ism  swept  him  from  the  State  in  whose  service 
the  best  of  his  life  had  been  expended;  and,  ostra- 
cized from  her  oouncils,  he  became  an  exile  in 
other  lands. 

Sir,  the  office  holders  in  this  oouniry  form  an 
oligarchy  too  powerful  to  be  resisted.  Why  was  not 
Spencer  remuved?  why  was  not  Harris?  why  not 
Linn  and  Boyd?  I  will  tell  you.  The  Administra- 
tion did  not  dare  to  remove  them,  even  bad  it 
wished  to  do  so;  like  pachas,  they  had  become  too 
powerful  for  the  Sultan,  and  would  not  haveiiesi- 
tated  in  twisting  the  bowstring  round  the  neck  of 
the  messenger  who  presented  it. 

Since  the  avowal  of  that  unprincipled  and  bar- 
barian motto,  that  "to  the  victors  belong  the 
spoils,*'  office,  which  was  intended  for  the  use  and 
benefit  of  the  people,  has  become  but  the  plunder 
of  party.  Patronage  is  waved  like  a  huge  magnet 
over  the  land,  and  demagogues,  like  iron  filings, 
attracted  by  a  law  of  their  nature,  gather  and  clus- 
ter around  its  poles.  Never  yet  lived  the  dema- 
gogue who  would  not  take  office. 

The  whole  frame  of  our  Oovemment,  the  whole 
institutions  of  the  country,  are  thus  prostituted  to 
the  uses  of  party.  I  express  my  candid  opinion, 
when  I  aver  that  I  do  not  believe  a  single  office  of 
importance  within  the  control  of  the  Executive  has 
for  the  last  five  years  been  filled  with  any  other 
vie«,  or  upon  any  other  consideration,  than  that 
of  party  effect;  and  if  good  appointments  have  in 
any  instances  been  made,  and  benefit  accrued  to 
the  country,  it  has  been  an  accidental,  and  not  a 
voluntary  result.  Office  is  conferred  as  the  reward 
of  partisan  service;  and  what  is  the  consequence? 
Why,  the  office-holders  ate  not  content  with  the  pi- 
tiful salaries  which  afford  only  small  compensation 
for  present  labors,  but  do  not  in  their  estimation 
constitute  any  adequate  reward  for  their  previous 
political  services.  This  reward,  they  persuade 
themselves,  it  is  perfectly  right  to  reiain  from  what^ 
ever  passes  through  their  hands.  Biring  taught  that 
all  moneys  in  their  possession  belong  not  to  the 
people,  but  to  the  party,  it  requires  bnt  small  exer- 
tion of  casuistry  to  bring  them  to  the  conclusion 
that  they  have  a  right  to  retain  what  they  may  con- 
ceive to  be  the  value  of  their  political  services;  just 
as  a  lawyer  holds  back  bin  commissions.  The  Ad- 
ministration countenances  all  this,  winks  at  it  as 
long  as  possible,  ard  when  public  exposure  is  in* 
eviiable,  generally  gives  the  bloated  plunderer  full 
warning  and  time  to  escape  with  his  spoils. 

Do  you  not  see  the  eagerness  with  which  even 
Gtovemors,  Senators,  and  Representatives  in  Con- 
gress, grasp  at  the  most  trivial  appointments — the 
most  insignificant  emolument5?  Well  do  these 
sons  of  the  horse  lerch  know  that  there  is  more 
blood  in  the  body  than  what  mantles  in  the  cheek, 
and  more  profit  in  an  office  than  is  exhibited  by  the 
salary. 

Sir,  I  have  given  you  but  three  or  four  cases  of 
defalcations;  would  time  permit,  I  could  give  yon  a 
hundred.  Like  the  fair  Sultana  of  the  oriental  le- 
ll  gends,  I  could  go  on  for  a  thousand  and  one  nights; 
and  even  as  in  those  eastern  stories,  so  in  the  chro- 
nicles of  the  office-holders,  the  tale  would  ever  be  of 
heaps  of  gold,  massive  ingots,  uncounted  riches. 
Why,  sir,  Aladdin^  lamp  was  nothing  to  it.  They 
seem  to  po.<tsess  the  identical  cap  of  Fortunalos; 
seme  wish  for  (50,000,  some  for  f  100,000,  some 
for  a  million;  and  behold,  it  lies  in  glittering  heaps 
before  them.    Not  even 

^Tlie  goTgoouB  East,  wiihrichenthand, 
Showers  on  ner  kings  bartMuric  pearl  and  gold" 

in  such  lavish  abundance  as  does  this  Administra- 
tion upon  its  followers.  Pizarro  held  not  forth 
more  dazzling  lures  to  his  robber  band  when  he 
led  them  to  the  conquest  of  the  Children  of  the 
Sun. 

\nd  now,  Mr.  Chairman,  have  I  not  redeemed 
my  promise?  Have  I  not  shown  that  the  Presi- 
dent is  but  a  hypocrite  in  his  pretended  horror  at 
defalcation;  that  the  Secretary  is  much  worse — a 
oonnivcn  a  weak,  imbecile  poirtieept  erinnnU^  Let 
his  defenders  reconcile  his  conduct  in  the  case  of 
Harris  with  his  official  doty — ^with  the  dictates  of 
commcm  honesty,  if  they  can;  I  dare  them  to  the 
trial.  Let  them  reconcile  his  licentious  correspon- 
dence with  Spencer,  Hendricks,  and  more  especial- 
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ly  Garesche,  with  the  principles  of  common  de^ 
cency. 

Mr.  Chairman,  it  is  not  my  intention  to  examine 
minutely  the  case  of  Swartwout.  I  know  not  why 
the  President  should  have  selected  it  out  of  so 
many  as  the  subject  of  special  communication. 
There  is,  however,  one  curious  matter  connected 
with  this  subject,  which  I  »hall  notice.  The  Presi- 
dent, the  Secretary,  and  the  party,  all  profess  to 
unite  in  the  belief  that  the  defalcations  of  Swart- 
wout, Price,  and  others,  afford  the  best  possible  ar- 
gument in  favor  of  the  Sub-Treasury  scheme. 
Most  of  these  defalcations,  say  they,  occurred  un- 
der the  depoaite  system;  and,  therefore,  to  tbat'sys- 
tem  these  losses  are  attributable.  Now,  sir,  if  you 
will  look  over  this  document  397,  you  will  find 
that,  out  of  the  365  letters  to  receivers  and  collec- 
tors, nearly  200  contain  complaints  that  the  public 
money  had  not  been  deposited  in  bank,  hot  retained 
in  the  hands  of  the  officer.  If  you  will  look  into 
the  cases  of  Harris  and  Boyd,  you  will  see  that 
their  defalcations  could  not  have  taken  place  had 
the  Secretary  not  indulged  them  in  a  continued 
and  habitual  violation  of  this  duty  of  periodical 
deposites.  But  the  proposition  itself  is  grossly 
absurd.  It  amounts  \%  this— that  the  running 
away  of  Sob-Treasurers  with  large  amounts  of 
the  public  money,  ^  proof  of  the  safety  of  the 
Sub-Trrasury  system;  in  other  words,  stealing  is 
proof  of  honesty.  It  is  the  holding  of  the  money 
in  the  hands  of  the  officer,  which  produces  the 
temptation  to  peculate.  By  having  it  in  his  cus- 
tody, by  conlinual  viewing  and  counting,  he  comes, 
at  length,  to  look  upon  and  use  it  as  his  own. 

The  system  is  corrupt  in  its  tendency;  all  expe- 
rience says  so.  The  first  Sub-Treasurer,  since  the 
Christian  era,  was  Judas  Iscariui;  he  comied  tht 
hag;  and  it  was  doubtless  »s  much  by  his  disposi- 
tion to  appropriate  its  contents  to  his  own  private 
use,  as  by  the  thirty  pieces  of  silver,  that  he  was 
tempted  to  betray  his  master.  ^ 

But  I  understand  the  Executive  goes  still  fur- 
ther; and,  pointing  to  those  very  defalcations,  de- 
mands an  additional  band  of  officers  to  watch  the 
rest,  and  prevent  them  from  walking  in  the  foot- 
steps of  their  predecessois.  So  Pisistratus  gashed 
himsielf  with  unseemly  wounds,  and,  telling  the 
people  they  had  been  inflicted  by  his  enemies, 
asked  for  an  additional  guard  to  protect  him.  His 
request  was  granted;  fifty  men  were  given  him, 
with  whom  he  immediately  seized  upon  the  citadel, 
and  became  tyrant  of  Athens.  Let  the  lesson  not 
be  lost,  when  you  are  asked  to  increase  the  number 
of  the  office  holders. 

No,  sir,  these  defalcations  teach  another  lesson, 
and  one  well  worth  the  cost,  if  we  will  but  profit 
by  its  admonitions.  They  teach  that  the  Sub- 
Treasury  system  is  but  the  hot- bed  of  temptation 
and  crime.  They  teach  thai  the  public  treasure 
cannot  be  saftrly  confided  to  individual  custody. 

Sir,  this  [Government  may  determine  to  watch, 
like  Turks,  with  jealous  care,  its  golden  harem;  but 
it  will  seek  in  vain  for  the  financial  eunuchs  who 
have  the  power  to  guard  without  the  wish  to  enjoy. 

Mr.  Chairman,  the  amount  of  money  we  have 
lost,  great  as  it  is,  presents  a  question  of  but  little 
comparative  importance.  If  this  whole  Adminis- 
tration would  uke  passage  ioi  the  Great  Western, 
and,  with  the  Treasury  in  their  pockets,  follow  after 
Swartwout  and  Price,  I  doubt  not  the  country  would 
cry  "quits,"  and  think  it  a  happy  riddance.  But 
it  is  a  deep  and  a  vital  question,  how  such  things 
are  to  be  prevented  in  future;  how  this  running 
sore  is  to  be  healed;  how  this  system  of  negligence 
and  conuption  is  to  be  stopped,  and  the  action  of 
the  Government  brought  back  to  its  original  purity. 

Give  us  the  right  sort  of  a  committee — one  that 
will  go  through  the  Departments  as  Van  Tromp 
swept  thnmgh  the  Britissb  channel,  with  a  broom  at 
the  mast  head— and  something,  perhaps,  may  be 
done.  But,  for  my  own  part,  I  look^for  no  perma- 
nent good  except  in  a  change  of  rulers. 

Thif  Administration  was  conceived  in  mu  and 
brought  forth  in  iniquity:  it  has  not  belied  its  pa- 
rentage. It  is  essentially  and  radically  corrupt.  In 
the  language  of  an  English  historian,  describing 
the  reign  of  the  eighth  Henry,  *4t  has  attained  as 
near  to  perfect  depravity  as  the  infirmities  of  human 
nature  would  permit."  Just  before  an  election  it 
will  talk  of  reform,  and  depreoatei  with  holy  ho> 
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ror,  the  ooiiBeqaeaoes  of  its  own  niisdeeda;  bat  no 
sooner  is  the  object  accomplished,  than  it  retorns 
to  its  policy,  like  a  dog  to  his  vomit. 

I  have  DO  hope  of  reform  in  the  party  in  power; 
my  only  hope  is,  that  the  people,  convinced  of  their 
hypocrisy  and  wickedness,  will  hurl  them  from  the 
high  places  they  have  so  long  disgraced.  That  a 
consammation  so  devoatly  to  be  wished  for  may 
be  obtained,  let  us  unite  in  exhibiting  to  the  country 
their  true  principles;  let  us  fasten  upon  ihem  the 
responsibility  of  their  actions.  In  this  patriotic 
work  I  trust  I  shall  And  with  me  my  honorable 
ftiend  from  South  Carolina  who  sits  near  me  [Mr. 
PicaiNS.]  OOtn  has  he  led  the  fierce  assault 
against  these  veiy  corruptions.  *'Ha8  his  hand 
waxed  weak,  or  his  heart  waxed  cold,"  that  his 
war  cry  has  not  yet  tingled  in  eurearsi  Surely  the 
"horn  of  Roland"  will  sound  again;  surely  in  this, 
his  favorite  battle,  he  will  strike  one  more  blow  tor 
Christendom  before  he  renounces  the  cross  and  as- 
sumes the  turbaa.  Sir,  I  see  by  his  flashing  eye 
his  soul  is  with  us;  the  spirit  of  the  past  is  rising 
before  him;  he  recollects  that  many  moons  have 
not  yet  waxed  and  waned,  since  this  very  party 
who  new  claim  him  as  an  ally,  crouched  and  howl- 
ed like  an  exorcised  demon  beneath  the  magic  of 
his  burning  words.  Let  him  come  out  from  among 
tbem-^e  and  his  friends,  for  they  are  not  of  them: 
eagles  mate  not  with  kites  and  carrion  crows. 

Sir,  I  should  rejoice  to  see  the  gallant  gentleman 
resume  his  original  position.  I  shod  Id  be  proud  to 
win  my  spurs  under  so  well  approved  and  accom- 
plished a  leader. 

Let  me  call  to  his  mind  a  fable,  with  which  be 
is  doubtless  fhmtliar.  A  gaunt  and  ravenous  wolf, 
hastily  gorging  the  spoils  of  some  plundering  ex- 
pedition, was  choked  by  a  bone,  and  lay  at  the 
point  of  death.  A  btnrk  happened  to  be  passing 
that  way,  and,  moved  by  an  ill  judged  pity,  extend- 
ed her  long  neck  down  the  wolf ^  throat,  and  ex* 
traated  the  bone.  Upon  modestly  suggesting  the 
propriety  of  some  reward  for  so  geneious  an  act, 
the  stork  was  told,  with  a  wolfish  scowl,  that  she 
ought  to  consider  herself  fortunate  that  her  head 
was  not  bitten  off  during  the  operation. 

Now,  I  take  it  that  it  requires  no  name  written 
beneath  this  picture,  to  enable  the  most  obtuse  to 
Ff cognise  in  the  -ravenous  wolf  the  present  party 
in  power.  The  picture  will  also  call  to  mind  how 
this  party,  some  years  ago,  while  gorging,  with 
wolfish  appetite,  upon  the  "spoils,'  got  a  bone  in 
its  throat,  arid  lay  at  the  point  of  dissolution.  I 
leave  it  to  the  sagacfty  of  the  gentleman  from 
South  Csrolina  to  finish  the  resemblance;  to  say 
who  acted  towards  the  Administration  the  part  of 
the  benevolent  stork;  and  to  reflect  upon  the  boon 
she  is  likely  to  receive  for  her  kindness. 

Sir,  the  immense  peculations  of  Swartwoot, 
Price,  and  othen«,  or  rather  the  exposure  of  them, 
has  alarmed  the  Administration. 

They  propose  to  make  up  the  losses  by  retrench- 
ment. And  what  do  you  suppose  are  the  subjects 
of  this  new  and  sudden  economy?  What  branches 
of  the  public  service  are  to  be  lopped  off  on  ac- 
count of  the  licentious  rapacity  of  the  office  hold- 
ers?   I  feel  too  indignant  to  tell  you.       % 

Look  into  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  and  you  will  find  ont.  Well,  sir,  what 
are  they?  Pensions,  harbors,  and  light  houses. 
Yes,  sir,  these  are  recommended  as  proper  subjects 
for  retrenchment.  First  of  all,  the  scarred  vete- 
rans of  the  Revolution  are  to  be  deprived  of  a  por- 
tion of  the  scanty  pittance  doled  cut  to  them  by 
the  cold  charity  of  the  country.  How  many  of 
them  will  you  have  to  send  forth  as  beggars- upon 
the  very  soil  which  they  wrenched  from  the  hand 
of  tyranny,  to  make  up  the  amount  of  even  one 
of  thete  splendid  robberies?  How  many  harbors  I 
will  it  take — those  improvements  dedicated  no  less 
to  humanity  than  to  interest,  those  nests  of  com- 
merce, to  which  the  canvass  winged  birds  of  the 
ocean  flock  for  safety?  How  many  light-houses 
will  it  take?  How  many  of  those  "bright  eyes  of 
the  ocean,'*  as  my  friend  from  Virginia  beautifully 
calls  them,  are  to  be  put  eui?  How  many  of  thoye 
faithful  sentinels  who  stand  along  our  rocky  coast, 
and,  peering  far  out  in  the  darkness,  give  timely 
warning  to  the  hardy  mariner  where  tlie  lee-shore 
threatens— how  maii^  of  these,  I  ask,  are  to  be 


discharged  from  their  humane  8enric«?  Why,  the 
proposition  is  almost  impious.  1  should  as  soon 
wish  to  put  out  the  stars  of  heaven. 

Sir,  my  bloovl  boils  at  the  cold-blooded  atrocity 
with  which  this  Administration  proposes  thus  to  sa- 
crifice the  very  family  jewels  of  the  country  to  pay 
for  the  consequences  of  its  own  profligacy.  If  they 
wish  to  retrench,  let  them  cut  down  salaries,  instead 
of  light-houser;  let  them  abandon  offices,  instead  of 
haibor^;  let  them  turn  out  upon  the  world  some  of 
their  wide -mouthed  partisans,  instead  of  the  sol- 
diers of  the  Revolution. 

Mr.  Chairman,  1  have  done;  1  had  intended  to 
notice  other  portions  of  the  Message,  bat  shall  de- 
fer it;  for  I  have  already  too  far  taxed  the  patience 
of  the  committee.  I  shall  vote  in  the  House  for  an 
investigation,  though  I  do  not  expect  much  fh>m  it. 
My  hope  is  in  an  investigation  by  a  higher  autho- 
rity than  this  House — by  the  people.  The  evil  of 
the  times  lies  not  in  particular  cases,  bat  in  the 
principles  of  the  parly.  Legislation  cannot  reach 
it.  It  is  a  radical  evil,  and  the  people  alone  can 
cure  it.  That  they  will  do  so,  and  in  the  only  way 
It  can  be  done,  by  a  ckange  of  rtiiert,  I  have  a  high 
and  hoiy  confidence.  ThlM  Administration  \ua 
eaten,  like  a  cancer,  so  far  into  the  institutions  of 
the  country,  that,  unless  the  remedy  be  soon  ap- 
plied, it  will  be  too  late.  I  do  most  conscientiously 
believe,  that  if  the  present  dynasty  is  continued  in 
power,  constitutional  liberty  cannot  survive.  Al* 
ready  our  institutions  are  half  corrupted.  Almtdy 
anarchy  and  despotism  are  leagued  together  against 
the  Coufttitution  and  the  laws.  Let  him  who 
doubts  it  look  at  the  proceedings  in  a  neighboring 
State,  and  the  conduct  of  the  Federal  Executive  in 
relation  thereto. 

Let  Mr.  Van  Furen  be  re-elected;  let  htm  conti- 
nae  to  be  guided  by  the  counsels  of  Mephisi^tophiles 
and  Asmodeus,  the  two  familiars  who  are  ever  at 
his  elbow — those  lords  the  one  of  lettertandthe 
one  of  ftes— and  it  will  not  be  long  that  this  mighiy 
Hall  will  echo  to  the  voice  of  an  American  Repre- 
sentative. This  Capitol  will  have  no  other  uses 
than  to  attract  the  curiosity  of  the  passing  traveller, 
who,  in  melancholy  idleness,  will  stop  to  inscribe 
upon  one  of  these  massive  pillars,  **^Here  tees  a 
Republic!" 


SPEECH  OF  Ma.  WISE, 

In  the  House  of  Repretentativeat  Friday^  Dtcember  21, 
1838.--On  the  subject  of  the  tarte  detelOHioM. 

Mr.  WISE  ro«e  lo  addce«  Um  Mouse  on  Mr.  Uammuiwi's 
motion  for  a  select  commiuee  to  iaveeiigaus  the  defalcation  of 
Samuel  Swariwbut.  ]ate  collector  at  New  York.  Beveral 
cemlenien  solicited  him  to  defer  him  reouurlu  oniii  to-morrow. 
Mr.  Wise  declined,  and  said : 

Mr.  SpsAKSK :  After  once  losing  the  floor  in  the  manner  I 
did,  by  complying  wiiti  such  requests  the  other  day,  and  by 
your  decision  yesterday,  that  petitions  had  precedence  for 
thirty  days  over  this  motion,  I  feel  venr  timid  of  locofocoiam 
in  yielding  it  again.  I  see,  sir,  gentlemen  desire  that  thia 
discussion  should  not  proceed,  at  leaat  not  yet.  Hiey  are 
afraid  that  public  senumeot  will  be  forestalled.  They  aia 
heartily  sick  of  this  subject  already,  and  would  gladly  get  rid 
of  It  altogether.  For  their  sakes,  then.  1  shall  go  on ;  let  tbem 
be  patient  under  the  operauon ;  if  tbov  are  hungry,  let  tliem 
go  nome  and  get  their  diuner;  I  shall  not  have  concluded 
before  iheir  roiurn,  for,  by  refusing  me  leave  lo  proceed  yes- 
terday, they  have  only  given  me  more  lime  to  provide  more 
materials ;  they  have  only  laid  up  for  themselves  wfath  afainst 
the  day  of  wrath.  I  feel  better  prepared,  much  better.  In 
body  and  mind,  than  I  was  before,  and,  with  this  bank  of 
documenta  before  me,  I  could  rain  forty  days  and  forty  nights 
upon  their  sice  and  iniquities  i 

Sir,  in  my  rambling  remarks  the  other  day  I  Mid  many  things 
which  1  will  prove  now.  I  said  the  proposition  of  the  gen- 
tleman (Mr.  Cambulvmo)  did  not  go  far  enou«rti.  Insisad 
of  inquiring  only  into  the  manner  and  extent  of  8 wart wout's 
deialcaiion,  it  should  propose  an  inveAigation  of  the  iffftaal 
conduct  oj  the  Secretary^  of  tht  Tretuury^  teiOk  a  view  to 
his  impeachtnent^  if  sufflcieut  be  found  oo  which  to  base 
the  arucles  of  specification. 

Let  genileinen  understand  me.  I  measiire  my  tsniMi.  I 
sptAk  in  no  spirit  of  bravado.  I  dedakn  not  when  I  say 
that,  if  a  majority  of  thia  House  would  do  tlirir  duty  without 
lear,  favor,  or  affection,  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  would, 
before  thin  House  adjourns,  be  initjeached.  If  ever  a  felon 
deserved  ilie  tiang nan's  knot,  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
Levi  Woodbury,  deserves  impeachment !  That  Is  the  pro* 
position  which  I  will  now  proceed  to  deDMnatratc 

This  is  a  bold  declaration ;  1  know  the  weight  of  its  !»• 
sponsibility ;  it  requires  some  exertion  to  prove  it;  and  I 
must  be  permitted  to  go  back  a  little,  to  take  a  review  of  the 
past,  frt»m  the  beginning,  and  lu  gather,  and  group,  and  array 
all  my  exhibits  and  proofs. 

To  go  back  to  the  beginning,  then ;  you  all  know  that  thia 
present  Administration  that  now  is^  is  only  a  contlmiation  of 
the  one  which  went  before  it ;  a  diffisrent  staffs  of  ths  same 
disease.  It  came  into  power  s  rtforvi  Adminisifation,  an 
inveeUgaUng  Adtniniatratum !  Yes,  sir,  they  were  hot  in 
(he  pviESuit  and  detection  of  all  tlw  tnigiriiiss  of  Uw  veigR  of 


ths  ▼easiable  gaoClBman  bifofs  me.  (Mr.  Adam*,)  sad  dMf 
round  rlcUias  on  whom  to  ghit  and  gons  tiieir  pony  v» 
f  eance,  on  whom  to  vsnt  their  holy  hatred  of  corniplSon,  sad 
through  whom  they  might  gain  poMIc  coofideofe  bv  naktac 
an  example  of  one  offender,  which  woeld  at  ooco  HMt  ito 
charactar  of  the  past  AiiaJnistniUoo,  and  embiason  thaic 
own  iumsculate  purity  and  sslf-nghtooosoess.  Tfier  soe- 
csedod.  Their  fiiM  ftnd  last  vfcUm  was  ToMao  Watkios- 
they  sslaed  upon  him  and  his  sirect»-*4Qcaitestated  Un 
nearly  four  years  for  a  defalcation  of  lem  ihap  four  fhnvaad 
dollars,  prostrated  the  power  and  the  party  which  tzusmd  Um 
with  place,  and  ingratiated  Uiemsslvoa  u  tlis  fcTor  of  cha 
nation  as  pure  patnois  and  hooasi  men  who  woatd  reftam 
and  letrench  all  abuses,  and  who  were,  themselves,  iocapaUe 
of  like  trangressions.  ^    _  , 

They  were  vigilant  and  faithful,  eaeigMie  aad  afldsni, 
unUring  and  relentless— thsy  swept  like  new  brooms,  tksy 
■wept  clean  as  long  as  any  of  the  tfirt  of  tlie  Adama  Adminia- 
trstion  was  left  in  any  of  Oke  departmeocs.  They,  in  tUs 
time,  exposed  all  Um  eooniiities  of  tbsir  pnidecmsnsa,  sod 
began  to  form  a  characier  for  themeelvse.  It  was  chowftt 
that  they— they  who  had  been  such  scourges  to  all  oAoden 
against  the  purity  of  the  Govemmew,  wonld  hanllj  be  sea- 
psoisd  of  like  offtnces  ihsmselTes.  But,  mark  yM,  sii^ 
as  soon  aa  the  immaculate  Adminiatcaiion  of  Oeocnl  Jaekaen 
had  been  long  enough  in  power  to  conceiTe  iniqaiiy  aad 
bring  forth  corruption  and  crime,  woreo-ieafold  btacksr 
than  had  ever  before  been  perpetraied,  ail  at  oms  we  wi^ 
nees  an  enUre  change,  and  hear  from  "the  pertv"  adi&mi 
tone.     The  cry  of  cormption  was  now  beard  nom  anouter 

8uaner-^e  unmpet  blast  came  load  and  long  from  a  dif- 
»reni  potm  of  die  field.  The  Poet  Office  I> 
first  chaned  with  every  crime  in  the  cajendar  < 
and  malfeasance  in  office.  The  charges  w* 
wiw  made  them  vilified,  and  lavosiigatiMi 
scoffed  al,  until  the  compUint  became  too  popular  lo  be  « 
heeded  longer;  a  committee  was  at  last  moted  by  bo^ 
Houses  of  ConSpess,  their  investigationa  coahl  not  be  stifle^ 
and  their  leporu  from  both  aides,  in  both  biudiss  of  Goo- 
grssi,  exposed  more  bribery  ani  comiptioo,  mora  flacKaat 
violations  of  official  duty  and  crying  abuses  of  oOctal  power 
and  trusts,  Umn  had  ever  been  charged  or  dtenssd  loczM. 
The  Adminlstratioo  made  a  oamw  escape;  ifaej  nm  the 
gauntlet,  ihroogb  this  exposure,  and  they  were  br  u  lawfta 
a  lesson  which  they  have  ever  since  rememberBd— wor  fid- 
ishlf  aroin  to  grant  or  yield  to  mnotAer  invewtigmtiom 
To  appease  the  pubUc  iodiiDation,  Mr.  Baity,  the  only  I 
man  among  that  den  of  thieves,  wss  giveo  over  lo  the 
mercies  of— what  1  a  porbior  MisnoN'    '^    ^   -- 


permitted  to  resign  with  eclat  and  the 
against  a  day  of  trouble  from  (he  -~ 


O.  B.  Browa  was 
he  had  laid  us 

_^ ^    _.   _.  IS  of  fovoitfcl  mall 

contractors,  and  the  rest  and  wont  of  the  robbeis  were  lu- 
tained  in  their  plaoea. 

But,  air,  I  was  not  for  p 
"wMppod  and  eieared"  after  conviction 
against  one  Department,  the  Fost  Office,  akne.  I 
tliat  there  were  other  depanmenui  as  fool,  nod  timt  invesD- 
gacion  was  more  necessary  in  the  Treeawy  Definitmesi^ 
eepecially,  than  any  other.  I  so  cfauged  during  the  Isng 
session  of  lB35-*6.  I  waa  laughed  at  as  a  madman,  t^e 
Globe  denounced  me  as  the  tool  of  a  foction,  and  dnHy  weie 
I  and  my  friend  (Mr.  PunoM)  placarded  for  calua 
falsehood  »6y  authorUy,"  in  the  Official  Orgnn. 
that  session,  whilst  there  was  time  u>  investigate,  we  i 
not  heeded,  except  by  bitter  deouncaation  ior  fate  dr 
But  our  clamors  brought  forth  fruit  at  the  nest  aeaaiai 
official  noUce,  thodgh  indirect,  in  the  message  of  the  1 
dentn-lhe  'Mast  annual  measage"  of  the  Orenteei  and  Baa 

In  December,  1898,  Geoeial  Jackson  asnt  to  us  fate 
annual  message,"  in  which  he  gave  a  coitificaie  of  fan 
probity,  and  good  demeanor  to  all  the  oflicecs  of  tSi 
Executive  Depafimenta.  It  was  given,  oo  doubk  oagma^ 
to  folslty  the  charfBs  which  hsd  been  intimmerbir  myntf 
and  othen  at  the  pievious  saesion  respecting  jthpdMn  oon. 
nexioo  between  the  Treasury  and  Bsubeo  K.WIdtmef.  Bs 
hekl  to  Congrms  this  language  : 

'*  Before  concluding  t&  paper,  I  think  H  d«e  to  tim  -omdam 
Executive  Departmeoia  to  bear  testimony  to  iheir  — 


condition,  and  to  the  ability  and  integrity  wiih  which  Atn  hnua 
been  conducted.  It  has  been  my  aim  to  enforce  in  atl  of  dMm 
a  vigilant  and  foithful  discharge  of  the  public  IwisUsne;  and  ik 
is  gratifying  to  me  to  believe  that  there  is  no  jam  cnnan  attamr 
plfini  from  any  qoaner,  at  the  manner  in  which  tfany  hu«a  lid> 
filled  the  objects  of  their  creation." 

AodfSir.as  if  to  give  this  oeitiftcate  all  poasiblnuuliiini^ 
of  asseveration,  it  waa  made  imroediaftdy  io  pireeds  i>sa 
closing  paragraph  in  which;  as  with  a  sigh  of  regiut  henwad 
from  the  boeom  of  the  oM  Caear  at  the  ihonght  of  Isanfaic 
powec,  he  pours  out  his  graiiciids  «>  hia  feaow-ciiiiinii  fct 
their  snoouragemeot  and  supponr-expresses  tiis  c 
of  havmg  cotne  short  of  an  be  desind  lo 
confldenee  fa  a  IhvoMMe  eoadmctioo  of  h 
coQBOIatioa  that  hia  orrora  would  find  a  oeneciiiie  m  i 
intelUgenee  and  ptUrioHam  of  those  who  would  ( 
him,  his  hisniration  of  increaeed  confidence  in  our  1^^ 
add  his  pledge,  if  spared  by  ace  and  infima  banis] 
msnt,  so  much  deaired  by  him,  u>  invokn  ifam 
Being  to-  whose  providence  we  were  alrtedy  eo  : 
debted,  for  the  cOodnuaooe  of  his  blessings  on  I 
counuy. 

We  wUl  soon  see  whether  there  were  srrew  to  bee 
and  time  lias  developed  whether  *'inteUtteoce  and  ps 
sufficient  in  those  who  succeeded  biro,  bavu  been  : 
apply  the 'corrsefirft.'"  '..^ 

%,  I  forthwith  joined  issue  widi  the  piutiuauif  ttm 

cehiflcate.     I  reviewed  this  "last  annual   i ainP  Ik  a 

speech,  to  which  I  now  refer,  aa  i 


iw  refer,  aa  part  oi 
thissubiect.    I  denied  the  proposition—   ' 

IsL  That  the  varioua  Executive  Dvpaiuasnin 
prosperous  condemn. 


^Il* 
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Defalcation  of  public  officer 9 — Mr,  TVise, 


H.  of  Keps. 


be  proof,  aj)d  demanded  a  cumroiiiee.  U  was  noi  until 
ritKin  one  muolh  and  twelve  days  uf  the  4ih  of  March,  1837, 
'f  lb<a  expiraiion  of  the  24ih  OongreM},  that  I  was  able  to 
nriii^  from  a  reluctant  Executive  majority  the  appointment 
\f  Wk.  commiitee  of  investigation.  It  vvoulu  never  have  been 
nranted  had  Bot  an  iuue  been  tepdered  by  the  President 
dmoelf. 

Ajnd.  here,  «ir,  before  I  proceed  in  the  regular  chronology 
\f  my  history  of  investigation,  I  must  pause  to  draw  your 
LCtention  ui  the  mesnge  o(  President  V^  Bciren  of  December 
OLh,  1338^  transmitting  Mr  Secretary  Woodbury's  report  of 
>pceiiiber  Sih,  183S,  ^'  m  relation  to  the  recently  discovsbbd 
lelkult  of  Samuel  tjwartwoui,"  dec.  Such  is  the  new  title  vi 
liist  old  work !  The  fact  disclosed  in  this  report,  to  which 
wiaii  K)  call  your  attention,  is,  that  the  deficit  of  Mr.  Swart- 
rout  at  the  end  of  each  succe^ve  year  was  as  follows : 
On  the  3lsi  December,  1830     •  .  •         9622  34 

On  the 3l8t  December,  18:31  .         1,168  87 

Oo  the  31«c  Decembers  1832     .  •  .       30,801  a3 

Oo  the  3l9i  December,  183^     .  .  •       35,:^  b\ 

Oo  the  31si  December,  1834      •  .     ■  50,370  04 

On  ihe  3181  December,  1835  .     137,06169 

Ob  the  3lsl  December,  1S36     -  .     336.718  G9 

On  the  3l8t  December.  1837      •  •  t,016,%5  32 

On  the  28lh  March,  1838  -    '       •  •  1,226,705  69 

Thiu  is  ii  now  offlcially  reported  by  Mr.  Wo6dbury  in  1838, 
whio  was  himself  Mr.  Secretary  at  the  head  uf  the  Treasury 
l>epaTtaifnt  in  December,  lii^  when  the  certificate  was 
fi^««i,  that  then,  at  the  very  date  of  the  Presidential  ceriifi- 
:ftte  of  honesty  and  probity,  ability  and  Integrity,  Mr.  Swart- 
iroui'a  deficit  was  $336,718  69 ! ! !  So  much  for  the  "intesrrii:^"- 
>f  tifte  chief  officer  of  the  custom-house  at  New  York.  VVhile 
i  wntm  denounced  for  insinuating  iven  a  breath  of  suspicion 
Juu.  any  one  of  the  President's  pets  was  impure,  here  was 
lie  officer  in  receipt  of  customs  at  the  very  flond-gate  of 
tiMiaa — th«  very  emporium  of  commerce,  embezztinsT  public 
pooay  to  the  tune  oi  $336,000 !  Aod  was  he  alone  a  <io(aulter? 
Was  i&  at  the  receipt  of  customs  alone  that  the  public  jnoocy 
iiraa  purloined?  No,  sir  Other  Judascs  held'  the  other  bags 
rhe  receivers  at  the  land  otficea,  ton,  were  at  the  same  date  _ 
squally  in  default,  morally,  and  Jn  a  pecuniary  point  of  view. 
Fbdra  were  tetu  iim\  Jif.ita  of  oases  even  worse  in  mt)ral 
urpitude,  (liough  les  m  amounC  of  dollars  and  cents  ihan^ 
iM  case  ofSwartwout,  as  I  will  show  directly  by  H  use 
iocument  No.  297,  dated  March  SOtli,  1838,  contaming  the 
>IBcial  correspondenre  of  Mi.  Woodbury  with  receivers,  and 
Jie  repoits  of  commfesioners  upwn  the  ^* condition"  of  their 
>fl9ce0;  a  document  which  shows  defaulting  receivers  wete 
M  nuuaerous  as  land  otiioes  themselves.  I  did  not  know  of 
ifteoe  cases  then;  no  one  had  heard  a  whisper  of  the  defal- 
»tioos  of  a  fiin^l  J  one  uf  the  lung  list  which  is  n<xw  reported. 
^1  was  then  kept  quietly  and  snugly  concoaJrd  in  the  dark 
^bamber  of  Mr.  Wovdbuiy'a  secret  cabiitet.  I  did  not  knowi^ 
vac,  in  .Yankee  phrase,  I  '"gueased"  a  great, deal,  though 
not  half  of  what  is  since  tuld. 

To  reium  to  my  history.  I  challenged  the  opportunity  of 
loqulnrand  iirvestigation,  and  not  until  the  17th  day  of  Janu- 
iry,  1837,  the  session  necessarily  to  expire  on  the  4ih  of  March, 
It  was  granted— grudgingly,  delusively,  hypocritically,  it  is 
iruo,  but  it  iraa  granted. 

Now,  let  us  see  what  then  were  the  doctrines  ami  wractices 
sf  the  Administration,  of  the  Presiilent,  uf  the  heads  uf  de- 
partments, of  the  Speaker  of  this  lioudc,  of  the  cummittee 
appointed  by  him,  of  the  House  itself,  and  the  whole  party, 
touchifu;  tlie  rigbis  and  powers  and  duties  of  investigating 
Me  official  abuses  and  corruption  in  the  Government  1 

Sir,  the  whole  party,  from  the  President  down  lo  you,  sir, 
resorted  lo  every  device  to  evade,  and  finally  defied  and  de- 
bowDcedl,  all  inquiry  and  all  investigation.  You  all  attempted 
lo  btU  the  cat!  You  warned  the  rata.  You  hid  them. 
kiier  aatensibly  giving  foil  scope  in  the  reeulution  ui  inquiry, 
bo  gull  the  people  with  fair  pretensions,  you  shut  tlie  doui-s. 
»f  tJie  departments ;  you  silenced  all  resolutions  and  interro- 
fatoriea  in  the  committee  rooms ! 

On  the  i7th  da]r  of  January,  1837,  the  House  of  Reprcsen- 
iiativea  pa«k2d  the  following  resuUiuoL : 

^*>  JRemAved.  That  so  much  of  the  President's  message  as  re- 
!sao«  to  the  'condition  of  the  various  Executive  Departments, 
»bo  ability  and  integrity  with  which  they  have  been  conducted, 
iie  vigiiiant  and  faithful  diecliargo  of  (he  public  business  in  all 
>!*  tlteoif  aod  the  causes  of  comf)laint,  from  any  quarter,  at  the 
OMKnaer  in  which  iliey  have  fulfilled  the  objects  of  their  crea- 
Joei-a.'  ba  referred  to  a  select  committee  of  nine  tnembers,  with 
po^prer  to  send  for  persons  aod  papers,  and  with  instructions  to 
koquire  into  the  condition  of  the  various  Executive  Depart- 
monrta,  the  ability  and  integrity  with  which  they  have  been 
zoodiiictedf  into  the  manucr  in  which  the  publib  businera  has 
Beeo  discharged  in  all  of  them,  and  in'o  all  cuu^es  of  complaint, 
lyonn  any  quarter,  at  the  manner  in  whwh  said  departments, 
Mr  tlieir  bureaus  or  oSicea,  or  any  of  their  officers  or  .-igenis  of 
BW^Jry  description  whatever,  directly  or  indirectly  connected 
■IcAi  tham  in  any  manner,  officially  or  unofficially,  in  duties 
;>eatAining  to  the  public  interest,  have  fulfilled!  or  failed  to 
looomplish  the  objecui  of  their  creation,  ur  have  violated  their 
hifiiT,  or  have  injured  and  impaired  the  public  service  and 
nearest ;  aiMl  that  said  committee,  in  its  inquiries,  may  refer 
o  •uchi  periods  of  time  as  to  them  may  seem  cx|Ksdieniand 
proper." 

Orbe  committee  appointed  by  yott^  sir,  was  constituted  thus : 
Mr-  'Wiae,  Mr.  Pearce,  of  R.  1.,  Mr.  Aluhlenberg,  Mr.  Camp- 
t>»ll,  BAr.  Hann^an,  Mr.  Parks,  Mr.  Lincoln,  Mr.  Mann,  of 
M-   v.,  and  Mr.  Chaoey. 

JSUr  0ood  liege  men,  and  true,  to  //tree  in  fuvor  of  invest i- 

gaation  I     Thus,  constituted— stocked,  the  committee  went  m 

work,  proceeded  with  iui  task  until  the  S^l  day  of  March,  1837, 

and  <wr»   that  day  made  three  reports,  as  was  to  have  be«n 

BXf>ected.     One  repq^t  was  signed  by  tiie  majority  of  six,  the 

xiter  by  tlie  minority,  of  three,  nnd  J  mude  a  separate  report. 

\Q    which  Meeers.  Lincoln  and  Cjhupbbll  did  not  or  could 

toe  unite  fnr  want  of  time  toexumino  '^  ^'}  ^^^'ai'-  , If  1  am 

wrong  in  assigning  this  reison  r^  not  having  his  sig^nature 

irtth   mine,  the  gentleman  (Mr   i  tscoX-J^)  o®*"  preeeut  will 

correct  Uie  statement,    [Ur.  L.  h'S^aodded  as^m  to  its  f  rut  h.] 

rbis  report  at  large,  wriuen  ^(j^^Lno0e^  wholly  by  nryae\f, 

b0«  leave  to  read  in  pan  q^,"!  cif*lJr,  ('oatmentiry  J  now  can 


nake 


leave  to  rrau  m ij»hq^..  v*''^i  cvtt""^">*r/ j  n 
upon  the  hiitforjr sod pf^*l)e  P^  ^f  that  Cotnmitti 


I  lere  Mr.  VVjs^  read  that  A^W^/^. '*£??.'' 
iZ   ihe  reaolmion  of  the  JI%^Jwbb  brostfj-t 


(he  reaoluiion 

if 


'  or  January  • 


enou^^     lo 


could  pursue  ;  thai  they  luuk  up/aur  of  them  and  ado(Hcd  four 
resolutions .  Isl,  As  to  patronage  to  the  public  presa ;  2d,  As 
to  appointffunts  without  eonaenl  and  advice  qf  tfte  Senate ; 
•  d.  As  to  contingent  expenaea  of  Departments ;  4th  Aa  to 
ainecurea ;  that  these  resolutions  were  all  amended  by  tlie  Pre- 
sident's own  friends  by  inserting  the  words  ^^vnihout  aiOhotity 
of  law ;"  that  they  were  adopted  on  the  23d  of  January,  1837, 
and  he,  as  chairman,  was  ordered  to  communicate  them  to  the 
President  and  Heads  of  Departments,  and  that  he  did  com- 
munieale  them  on  the  a4th  of  Januaiy,  in.  a  respectful  note. 
That  on  Friday,  the  27th  of  January,  Mr.  Wiss  was  called 
on,  together  with  Mr.  Ukll  and  others,  by  Mr.  Mann,  of 
New  York,  lo  answer  the  quMtion  :  "  Do  you,  of  your  own 
knowledge^  knov*  of  any  act  inf  either  of  thi  ^ada  of  the 
Executive  Departmental  tehiehia  either  corrupt  or  a  viola- 
tion of  their  official  dulita  7"  That  he  (Mr.  Wise)  was  pro- 
ceeding to  answer  this  question,  when  the  private  Secretary  of 
the  President  entered  the  committee  room,  and  presented  to  the 
committee  the  followinjs  letter  in  reply  to  his  of  the  ^th,  com- 
municating the  resolutions  of  the  commitleA . 

"  WASBrNOTOM  Cmr,  Januctry  26,  1837. 

"Sir:  I  receiVed,  oh  the  evening  of  the  24ih  instant,  your 
letter,  covering'acopy  of  cer^in  reeblutioi)s  purporting  to  have 
been  atlopted  by  a  romraittec  of  the  House  of  Representatives, 
uf  whicti  you  are  chairman,  and  request  that  you  will  lay  be- 
fore that  committee  this,  my  i^epty,  which  I  hasten  lo  make. 

''  It  appears,  by  the  published  proceedings  of  the  House  of 
Representatives,  that  tne  comfnittec' of  which  you  are  chair- 
man was  appointed  on  youi  motion.  The  resolution  ofllred  by 
ynu,  and  finally  adopted  by  the  House,  raised  a  direct  issue 
with  that  part  of  my  annual  message  in  which  I  held  the  fol- 
lowing language  :  '  licfon  concluding  this  paper,  I  think  it  due 
to  the  various  Executive  Departments  to  bear  testimony  of 
their  prosperous  cond.iion,  and  lo  the  ability  and  integritjr  with 
which  they  have  been  conducted.  It  has  Iwen  my  aim  to 
enfurco,  in  all  of  them,  a  vigilant  and  faithful  discharge  of  the 
p'lblic  busings;  and  itis  jzratirying  to  me  In  believe  that  theie  , 
IS  no  just  cause  of  canrwHaint,  from  any  quarter,  at  the  manner 
in  which  thoy  have  fiilnlied  the  nhjcctof  their  creation.'  ^'our 
resolui)onisinUtefol!ow4nijwoiiIfl:  ^'Jieailved,  That  so  rrtucli 
of  Ihe  President's  Mcewiirc  as  relates  to  the  'condition  of  ihe 
various  Executive  Dejjartmeni  <  the  ability  and  intcgrltv  wiih 
which  they  have  been  conducted,  the  vigilant  and  faithful  dis. 
charge  of  the  public  .bifsiness  in  all  of  them,  and  the  causes  of 
cn.T[*Iaiiit  from  any  quarter,  at  Ihe  manner  in  which  they  fiave 
fulfilled  ih^  objects  of  their  creation,'  be  referred  loa  select 
convmiiiee,  to  consist  of  nine  members^  with  power  to  seud  for 
persons  and  paper?,  and  with  instructions  to  inquire  into  the 
condition  of  the  various  Executive  Departments,  the  ability  and 
inteeriiy  with  which  they  have  been  conducted.  Into  the  man- 
ner in  which  the  pubhc  business  has  been  discharged  in  all  of 
them,  and  into  all  causes  of  complaint,  from  any  quarter,  at  the 
manner  in  which  said  Departments,  or  their  bureaus  or  offices, 
or  any  of  their  officers  or  agents,  of  every  description  whatever, 
directly  or  indirectly  connected  wiih  them  )n  ai.y  manner,  offi- 
cially or  unofficially,  in  duties  p^nainingto  the  public  interest, 
have  fulfilled  or  faiied  lo  acrnmpUsh  the  objects  of  their  crea- 
tion, or  have  riolated  their  duties,  or  have  iniured  and  impaired 
the  public  service  and  interest ;  hnd  that  said  committee,  in  its 
inquiries,  may  refer  to  such  periods  of  time  as  to  them  may 
seem  expedient  and  proper."  It  also  appears  from  the  pbbllsh- 
ed  proceedings  ef  the  House,  that  this  resoiution  was  accom- 
panied and  supported  by  a  speech  of  considerable  length,  ip 
which  you  preferred  many  severe  but  vague  charges  of  cor- 
ruption and  abuse  in  the  jSxecutive  Departments.  The  reso- 
lutions adopl04t  by  the  <;ommiitee,  as  well  as  that  adopted  by 
the  House  itself,  must  be  taken  in  connexion  with  your  iiitro- 
jductonr  speebh,  which  elves  a  character  to  the  whole  proceed- 
ing. When  thas  regarded,  it  is  obvious  that,  by  the  resolution 
of  theHou^e,  an  issue  is  made  with  the  President  of  the  United 
Suites;  as  he  had  alleged,  in  his  annual  nr^essage,  that  the  h<>ads 
of  the  Executive  Departments  had  performed  their  ofRcial 
duties  with  abilitv  anu  integrity.  In  your  speech- you  denied 
this;  you  chargod  t)irm  wich  manifold  corruptions  and  abuses 
of  trust,  as  you  had  dune  in  former  speeohes,  lo  Which  you  re- 
ferred; and  YOU  demanded  an  investigation  through  the  medium 
of  a  cominitteo.  Certain  olhrr  members  of  Congress,  aa  ap- 
pears by  the  published  debater  united  with  vou  in  the9>>  accu- 
sations: and  for  the  pur()ose  of^afceriaining  (heir  mitli  or  false- 
hood, the  committed  you  demanded  was  ordered  to  be  raised, 
and  you  were  platetlat  its  head.  The  first  proceeding  of  the 
investigating  committee  is  to  passa  scries  of  resolutions,  which, 
though  amended  in  their  pasragc,  were,  us  undersio  mI,  intni- 
duced  by  you,  calling  on  the  President  and  ihefieads  nf  the  De- 
partments— not  to  aiiswer  to  any  M>ecific  oharee ;  Aot  id  explain 
any  alleged  abuse ;  not  to  cive  information  asto  any  particular 
tranisacuon  ;  but,  aasuhiirtl  that  they  have  been  guilty  of  the 
charges  alleged,  calls  upon  them  to  furnish  evidence  sgainsl 
themselves! 

"After  the  reiterated  charges  you  have  made,  it  was  to  have 
been  expected  that  you  would  have  been  prepared  to  reduce 
them  to  specifications/and  that  the  committee  would  then  pro- 
ceed to  investigate  the  matters  alleged.  But,  instead  of  this  you 
resort  to  generalities  even  muro  vngue  than  your  orieinal  accu- 
saiions ;  and,  in  open  violation  of  the  Constitution,  snd  of  that 
well-established  anil  wise  maxim^  ^  that  all  men  are  presumed 
to  be  innocent  until  proven  gniliy,  according  to  the  established 
ruled-of  law,'  you  request  myself  and  the  hcnd«  of  the'l^epart- 
mcntt  lo  become  our  own  accusers,  and  to  furnish  the  evidence 
to  convict  ourselves ;  and  this  call  purports  to  be  founded  on 
the  authority  of  that  body  in  which  alone,  by  the  Constitution, 
the  power  of  impeaching  us  is  vested !  The  heaila  of  Depart- 
ments may  answer  such  a  request  as  they  please,  provided  they 
do  not  witiidraw  their  own  time,  and  that  of  the  officers  under 
their  direction,  from  the  public  bosinns,  to  the  injury  thereof. 
To  that  business  I  shall  direct  them  to  devote  themselves,  in 
preference  to  any  illegal  and  unconstitutional  call  for  informa 
lion,  no  matter  from  what  source  it  may  come,  or  however 
anxious  they  may  be  lo  meet  it.  For  mvself,  I  shaM  repel  all 
such  attempts  as  an  invasion  of  the  principles  Of  justice,  as  well 
as  uf  the  Constitution  ;  and  1  shall  esteehf  it  my  eacred  duty  to 
.the  People  of  the  United  Slates  to  resist  them  as  I  would  the 
establishment  of  a  Spanish  Inquisition. 

^'  If.  after  all  the  severe  accusations  contained  in  the  various 
speeches  of  yourself,  and  your  associates,  you  are  unwilling,  of 
your  own  accord,  to  bring  specific  charges,  then  I  request  your 
committee  to  call  yourself  and  your  associates,  and  every  other 
member  of  Congress  who  has  made  the  general  Charge  of  cor- 
ruption, to  testify,  before  God  and  our  country,  whether  you  or 
they  know  of  any  specific  corruption  or  abuse  of  iniet  in  the 
Exeeuiive  DeparuneiUs ;  and,  if  bo^  what  U  i«.  U  you  ut  ahla 


to  point  tu  any  cajse  where  there  i^  the  slightest  reason  to  sus 
peel  corruption  or  abufc  of  trust,  no  obsucie  which  I  can  re- 
move siiall  be  interposed  to  prevent  the  fullest  scrutiny  by 
all  legal  means.  The  offices  of  all  the  Dei>artnients  will  be 
opened  to  you,  and  every  proper  facility  lurni^.hcd  fur  thia 
purpose.  ^ 

**  I  ho|}e,  sir,  we  shall,  at  last,  have  your  charges,  and  th.ii 
vou  will  proceed  to  investigate  them,  hut  like  an  inquisitor,  but 
in  the  accustomed  mode.  If  you  either  will  not  make  specific 
accusaiions,  or  if,  whf  n  made,  you  attempt  to  establish  them  by 
making  freemen  ibeir  own  accusers,  you  will  not  expect  me  to 
countenance  your  proceedings*  In  the  sl.crt  period  which 
remains  of  my  ufTicial  duty,  I  shall  ende.ivir.  as  I  have  here- 
tofore endeavored,  to  fulfil  Ihe  obligations  of  that  oath  n(  offire 
by  which  1  enznqtii.  'to  the  best  of  my  ability,  to  picterve. 
proieft,  and  deien'd  the  C(inst!tuli«»n'iif  the^ United  States^  ai.d 
fi)r  this,  and  other  rea^ins  of  the  most  solemn  chnritc'or,  I  p!:ail, 
on  the  one  hand,  cause  eveiy  poe^ihle  facility,  consisteui  w;  li 
law  and  justice,  to  be.  givt-n  to  inve^iiigAiiMti  of'^sprcific,  luugiblu 
chafijf .s ;  and,  on  the  otlii-r,  shall  rojuj.Iiate  all  allempis  to 
invat'e  the  just  rights  of  the  Executive  Dr-partmenL**,  and  of 
the  iiuiividtiuls  composing  Ihi:  Fiaine.  If,  after  all  your  clamor, 
you  will  make  no  specific  cl.argesi,  or  bring  no  proof  oJ  such  as 
shall  be  iMiidc,  you  atid  your  associates  must  be  regaided  by 
the  eooil  people  of  the  IJnited  Stales  as  the  aulholv  of  uti- 
lo^inded  calumnies:  and  the  public  servants  whom  you  have 
assailed  will,  in  the  estimation  of  ull  honuiablc  men,  stand  fully 
acquitted. 

"I. I  the  mean  time,  I  cannot  but  express  my  astonishment 
thai  members  of  Congress  should  call  for  information  as  to  the 
names  uf  persons  lo  whom  contingent  monc  s  are  paiJ,  and  the 
ohjecii*  of  ihu^e  payments,  when  there  are  six  etandint;  commit- 
tees,  under  the  seventy  seventh  rule  of  the  House  of  Repreeen- 
tativ. .-),  whose  specittl  duties  arc  to  exnniioe  annually  into  all 
the  details  of  those  expeijditurea  in  each  of  the  Executive  De- 
p.irlments.  The  like  remark  is  anplicabic  to  some  other 
lu-anchcs  of  the  information  sought  by  you,  ample  details  in 
te<ipeci  to  which  are  to  be  found  in  the  rcftoriM  laid  before  Con- 
gress, and  now  on  your  files;  and  to  which  I  recommend  you 
to  have  recourse.    1  am,  respectfully,  Ac  , 

"  \NDiiEW  JACKSON. 

"To  the  Hon.  Henry  A.  Wise, 
Chairman  of  the  Inrestigatink  Committee  on  the  a/maea 

and  frauds  of  the  Executive  Departynenta— charged.^'] 

Sir,  this  WHS  an  extraordinary  letter  to  be  addressed  by  the 
PiesiJent  of  the  United  States  to  a  committee  of  the  House  of  ^ 
RenrcFentatives.  It  at  once  explained  to  nif>  whv  I  had  lieen 
called  on  first  to  jpur^e  myself  on  oath  of  all  IcnovUdgt  of  Ex- 
ecutive corrupiion.  I  immediately  clianged  positions  with  Mr. 
Mann— assumed  the  8eat  of  interrogator,  and  put  him  m^ix  the 
witness  stand,  as  to  what  infoimalion  he  had  been  carryinx  to 
tl  e  palace  of  the  proccidings  of  a  committee  of  the  House  of 
Representatives  charged  to  inquue  into  Executive  abuses.  He 
adnn'lted,  on  oath,  that  he  had  informed  the  President  of  our 
proceedings,  and  ^wore  that,  "  the  Preaidcnt  told"  (him) "  that 
he  xrotdd  desire"  (the)  *' committee  to  examine,  upon  oafh, 
such  genlUmtn  aa  had  charged  corruptions  and  abuaea 
againat  the  heads  of  the  Executive  Departmenta."  Bui,  sir 
the  rcpTfrt  is  the  bcsi  history  and  commentary  npon  litis  extra- 
ordinary loiter  anil  all  iis  incidents. 

[Here  Mr.  Wire  again  read  from  his  report,  ehowina  "  thia 
letter  to  be  an  official  assumption  of  authority  by  the  Execu- 
tive over  the  proctedinga  .of  Uit  House  (f  Itepresentatixea, 
and  over  the  proceedings  of  one  of  Ha  committees ;  an  fffi- 
cial  attack  upon  the  privilegea  of  membera  of  both  Houses  if 
Congress ;  and  that  itopjwseaun  unauthorized  reaiatance 
to  the  juat  powers  of  the  House  and  its  committee,  in  direct 
hostility  to  inviolable  principles  necasury  to  the  administi  u- 
tion  ofafree  Govemmtnt."  Tliai  the  leiier  was  tffidal;  ihat 
in  this  ofnci-il  letter  the  Prtsident  r.ssumcd  aulhoruy  over  the 
proceedings  of  the  House  ;  it  t^liows  he  did  not  look  to  ihc  re- 
sults alone  of  those  pnyceedings,  but  assumed  lo  look  behind 
them,  and  to  supervise  what  each  House,  for  itself  alone,  by  the 
Constitution,  lias  power  lo  determine— /Ae  proceedings  by 
which  it  arrived  at  ;hoae  reaulta.  That  the  President  aid  nut 
look  to  the  reaolufion  alone,  but  lo  its  mover  and  its  advocatea, 
and  to  their  speeches  on  the  floor.  That  the  Piesideni  assumed 
to  Control  as  well  as  supervise  the  proceedings  of  the  House ; 
that  the  House  had  onlered  an  inquiiy  into  the  condition  of  the 
Government ;  that,  in  comih^  to  that  order,  it  was  contended  in 
debate  there  should  be  specific  charges  on  the  one  hand,  and, 
on  the  other,  tliat^  whether  the  condiuon  of  the  Goveinment 
was  eood  or  bad,  it-  was  simply  a  duty  of  Representatives  to 
infjiiire  into  its  coi^d.tion;  that  magistrates  were  but  trustees 
and  servants  of  the  peO|.<le.  at  all  times  amenattle  to  them,  and 
that  they  might  be  required  at  any  time  Uj  render  an  account, 
without  being  specifically  charged  with  a  fault ;  tliat  it  was  the 
duly  of  the  President,  h^  the  Consii.ution,  "  from  time  lo  time 
to  give  to  the  Congress  information  of  the  slate  of  the  Union ;" 
that  officers  were  temovabi  ■  from  office  on  impeachment ;  that 
the  House  had  the  sole  power  of  impeachment,  which  it  could 
not  exercise  wiihout  Inquiiing  into  the  coiuhict  generally  of 
pub'.ic  officers  ;  that  the  Congres.-.  had  power  to  dispose  of  and 
make  aW  needful  rules  and  regulations  reepeaing  the  territory 
or  other  property  belonging  lo  the  Unitetl  States,  and  it  could 
woiprotect  the  public  laniis  and  public  money  without  inquir- 
ing lor  information  necessary  to  protect  them  from  abuses  and 
corruption ;  that,  in  reply  to  all  tliese  argunients,  it  was  urged 
by  the  friends  of  the  Administration  that  the  resolution  consti- 
tuted an  inquisition,  and  violated  that  part  of  the  Constitution 
which  provides-  •'  the  rights  of  the  people  to  be  secure  in  their 
persons,  houses,  papers,  and  ^ITects  as^ainst  unreasonable 
eearohea  and  seizures,  shall  noi  be  violated."  In  reply  to  .his, 
it  was  contended  that  the  righta  here  «poken  of  were  richis  of 
the  people;  that  they  were  not  the  rights  of  the  public  depart- 
ments; that  the  departments,  the  public  houses,  papers,  and 
effects  were  not  the  private  projyerty  of  Executive  efficera; 
that,  if  this  resolution  was  inquisitonuL,  the  standing  rules  of 
the  Ilouse  had,  from  the  foundation  of  the  Governmcni,  been 
standing  inmtisitiona  which  proved  that  ihe  right  of  inquiry 
into  the  conaitioh  of  ihf  Government  had  never  before  been 
denied  ;  that  there  were  various  ^recedenr«  for  inquiry — ihe  re- 
solution offered  by  Mr.  Connor,  in  June,  1834,  hi  relation  lo  the 
Poet  Office  Department,  was  general  and  sweeping ;  that  Gen. 
eral  Jackson  himself  had,  in  his  Message  of  1^,  recommend- 
ed **  general  an^  minute  iriquiry  inio  the  condition  of  Gov- 
ernment," especially  in  relation  lo  'frauds  on  the  Treastiry;'* 
and  upon  this  discussion  the  House  rejected  an  amendmeni  re- 
quiring apecific  charges,  and  thereby  declare  that  such  should 
aorbe  required  before  "general  aod  mkinte  inquiiy."  The 
President  said,  in  his  letter,  in  direct  contradiction,  that  A« 
would  Tspfl  all  inquiry  aa  he  would  the  eetabliahuieat  of  a 
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Bpaiii  1  inquMtlitn,  unleai  tptcific  charges  wore  made.  The 
Houve  Jii'Ured  thai  a  member  enould  not  be  required  lo  prefer 
fto  HCiM^irioa  Ufort  inaairy.  The  Pieaident  declared  he 
•kouUi  U-  .>o  requvu  i :  and,  ir  he  did  not  prefer  and  pro? e  hia 
ctiarci:*,  lK«  (lenounccil  him  and  his  aasociatee  ea  author*  of  un- 
fbunded  CAiuimiiea.  The  Houae  declared  tn^utrsf  ahould  $iot 
be  parrened  into  imptachment.  The  Preeident  declared  the 
Huuae  ahouid  not  in^it/re  oaleaa  it  did  impeach.  The  Ilouae 
declared  the  coitimiitee  to  be  necettary  and  proper,  by  consd 
tuiing  it.  The  Preaident  denounced  it  aa  unnecessary  and  iVn- 
proper.  The  IIimim  resolved  the  committee  «Aott/d  have  powrr 
to  aaod  lo'-  |>er8or\a  and  papars.  The  P  eaident  declared  thai  the 
beaiia  ot  Dep.irtntenia  anould  devote  tiumaelvea  to  their  public 
buaiiteft<,  in  preference  (o  any  cat  la  for  infortnaiion,  which  ha 
wa«  piciued  lo  ticnuunre  oa  iUegal  and  uneontttitutional. 

But  he  not  on'y  supervised  and  coairo'.led  the  pn>ceedlnga  of 
the  Hoiise^lM  auperviaed  aod  controlled  the  proceedings  of  ita 
commitite.  He  was  informed  b>  oue  of  ita  membera  that  its 
fiist  proceeding  was  to  paaa  a  aerira  of  resoluliona ;  tliat  they 
were  introduced  by  the  ekaimiant  and  that  they  were  amended 
in  a  part  c  lur  manner  on  their  panage.  It  waa  believed  that 
a  •yitetn  of  etj^ionage  waa  in  terrible  operation  in  tl)iB  me- 
uopuiis,  and  began  to  be  felt  throuzboul  every  precinct  of 
power  in  the  land ;  but  it  waa  not  Imag inad  that  a  member  of 
Cinigrea^  on  a  committee  would  degrade  hit  aelf  to  the  lev<sl  of 
an  informer,  and  regularly  report  fis  procaodinga  to  the  Preai- 
dent,  without  licvn^  to  do  so.  That  the  Preaident  controlled 
the  proceeJingi  u;  the  commUtee  by  the  bold  nqneat^  amount- 
ing to  an  order  to  il)e  committee  to  examine  upon  oath  ouch 
/^en//em«iiaahad  charged  corruption  and  abuaea  againatthe 
heida  of  E^ecmivedtipartmei  ts;  that  the  Preaidentdtd  inquire 
about  the  ac'd  of  the  coinmlttt  e,  was  informed  by  a  member  of 
the  conimiit«e  ctinrendLg  Ita  pruceedinga,  did  mtH  ate  to  that 
mcinb^'i,  in  (onvRrxation, ai>d afterwards  to  the  committee  itself 
ill  writing,  lii#  desire  that  it  ahouUI  chII  upon  members  of  Con* 
gre«  to  utadify  lo  the  truth  of  their  opeecheo  on  the  floor  of 
either  II008H  in  debate;  that  the  member  and  the  committee 
tib^veii  hi*  desire  and  request,  and  did  cause  members  obnoxious 
t.i  (^ecuiive  displea^uns  to  be  summoned  to  testify  in  manner 
as  the  Presiiltsnt  bad  indicateil  in  conversation  and  m  his  letter : 
iluii  he  ifiu-*  reptUrd  in^ry  from  the  Executive;  and  turned 
an  inquiaiion  up<'a  tlie  two  Houses  of  Congress,  making  the 
commiit4ie  wliat  be  denounced  it  to  be,  and  Invaded  their  privl- 
legea  aitd  violated  the  Ct institution  fry  hoktinr  members  directly 
aecauniafjle  lo  him  for  words  spoken  in  deSate— holding  them 
aco^unabl.t  in  the  moat  udiuna  aod  InsuUing  manner,  by  the 
npnres.>ive  torture  of  a  test  oath!  that  the  Const itauoo  pro- 
vkles,  that  *' pir  any  speech  or  debate  in  either  HoiisCy  the 
Se!>at  >ra  and  Repreaenuiiivea  atiall  not  be  questioned  in  any 
other  place ;"  that  ye^  noiwiihatanding  this  aacred  protection, 
the  Piesideiit's  verbal  and  written,  hla  secret  and  open  orders 
were  Hummarily  obeyed  by  .a4tantly  aummoning  hoary  and 
honored  J^enamr*.  anrl  young  and  inexperienced  Repreaentauvcs, 
to  pttrge  Uitnuielccs,  un  oath,  oft/ieir  contempt  to  the  Execu- 
tive !  They  ubeyed  not  the  mandate  of  a  master  or  summons 
of  his  slaves,  but  a  sense  of  obligatinn  to  the  country,  to  show 
that  their  speeciies  were  not  the  declamation  of  demagogues, 
not  ad  capiandum  harangues,  not  merely  "spargere  voras,"  to 
excite  falsr  alarai«,  or  to  raise  a  senseless  clamor,  btit  that  they 
soUmnlu  belieted  the  truths  they  had  uttered,  and  were  ready 
to  seal  that  belief  with  their  oaths!  That  if  they  had  spread 
before  them  the  whole  catalogue  of  BxecuUve  offences  against 
law,  liberty,  right,  roaron,  justice,  troth,  princh)le,  precedent, 
the  Conniituiion  and  the  country,  they  would  scarcely  expect 
to  find  one  offence  more  ruthless  than  this  official  act  of^the 
Prwi^eni ;  characiwiied,  as  it  was,  by  the  worat  principlea, 
prejti.licefi,  and  passions,  in  TioUtion  of  his  duty,  and  injurious 
ti>  private  rights  and  the  pnblic  institutions!  The  Houoe,  the 
Con?r<'!»s,  the  nation  should  rebulce  thia  act  with  patriotic  in- 
dignaiitn— with  the  hidignation  of  freemen,  of  jeaiooa  lovera  of 
I  i  twin y  and  of  the  law  by  which  it  was  aacured ;  that  they  should 
d-.fy  It  a  J  they  would  treason  aod  tyranny ;  that  If  this  Execu- 
tive art  and  Its  pretensions  should  be  sustained  and  go  unrc. 
bulced— ilii  should  be  settled  that  there  should  be  no  inquiry 
into  the  condition  o(  Government  without  specitic  charges 
a^AliMi  iifl  officers— that  inquiry  was  trial  and  inquisition—thut 
public  officers  were  to  be  secure  in  their  dep/irtroenis,  and 
the  houses,  papeis,  and  effects  belonging  to  the  People,  as 
nrivato  persons  in  private  rights— th^t  public  servants  were  as 
free  as  their  masters,  the  People,  from  all  scruitay— that  they 
were  f»o/  subject,  neither  indeed  could  be.  to  reasonable  sc- 
C4»untabllity— that  they  must  be  impeached  before  they  could 
be  called  on  to  report  to  the  People— that  select  committees 
should  not  t;o  appointed  to  ascertain  abuses— that  agents  un- 
known to  the  law  might  be  protected,  for  that  very  reason,  from 
all  search  into  their  ctin<Iuct— that  there  should  be'  no  general 
and  minute  investigation— that  there  was  no  constitutional 
power  in  the  House  of  Representatives  la  inqtilre  into  the  con- 
duct of  Executive  officers— that  there  should  be  no  inquiry 
fending  to  impugn  the  veracity  and  integrity  of  the  President— 
that  Inquiries  should  tend  to  render  odious  those  who  institute 
them— ihnt  the  President  might  Bupervine  and  control  the  pro- 
ceedioga  of  both  Houses  of  Couxress,  and  of  their  committeea— 
that  he  might  resist  their  just  pewers— that  he  might  convert 
thoif  committees  of  inquiry  into  inquisitions  upon  themselves— 
that  he  might  officially  denounce  their  proceedings,  grossly  in- 
suit  their  membois  in  the  discharge  of  their  dut  es,  and  violently 
trample  upon  their  most  sacred  privileges— then  was  utterly 
gone  all  punty,  all  honesty  In  the  Oovernmeut,  its  streneih.  its 
dignity,  its  glory,  iu  freedom,  Itself!]  *^ ' 

Such,  sir,  was  the  tetter  of  your  reform  President  in  1R37, 
when  simple  inquinee  wereaddreased  to  him  by  an  investlgati  g 
committee,  then  in  mere  mockery  constituted,  and  such,  sir, 
were  then  my  views  of  Its  character  and  tendency— views  which 
have  beM  more  than  confirmed  by  ex.erlence,  i«flection,and 
time.  When  the  indictrntrnts^  the  prosecutions,  were  pressed, 
unrelentinsly.  against  poor  Watklns— when  the  Administration 
^r«*^'?l"^'  Shy  lock  like,  "my  bond,  my  bond!"  against  one 
of  Mr.  Adams's  defaulters,  then  "general  and  minu!einquiries»» 
weie  not  only  lawful,  but  a  duly;  but,  sir,  the  moment  the  baad 
of  invest  i^aiion  touched  one  of  his  'Mittle  ones,"  then 
wan  worse  thati  a  "Apanlarih  Inquieition !" 
.i.L1'l""'v*"^  *5?  P«««P*»  attacks  upon  me  contained  in 
this  latter,  becatise  General  Jackson  was  honored  by  office  and 
by  Age.  He  ha^l  fought  the  battles  of  bis  coantiy,  and  was  the 
Presideni  of  the  United  8tatea.  Besides,  sir,  the  wrongs  of  the 
country  and  the  Conslirutlon  merged  the  individual  wrongs  of 
a  peisjm  as  insignificant  as  1  tir  any  other  one  man  or  Repre- 
wniaiive.  But,  sir.  could  my  voice  now  teach  him  in  that  re- 
uramsnt  which  he  professed  to  desire  so  much,  1  would,  with 
»il  deffoenoe'to  him,  bat  with  stjll  morv  defexwU  to  (nSk  knd 


the  public  weaL  inquire  of  him  whether  I  and  my  '*aasociate&" 
were  thef  authors  of  unfounded  ciumnies"— whether  even 
"  ihe  sev^e  accusations  of  myself  and  my  associates''  were 
fal»e— and  whether  'Hhe  public  servants,  whom  we  assailed, 
would,  in  the  estimation  of  all  honorable  men,  have  stood  ac- 
quitted 1"  I  would  ask  hini,  liad  a  full  examination  been  f^T- 
mitted  and  aided  by  him,  aa  U  shouM  have  lieen,  whether  h:<i 
favorites  rotHil  have  borne  the  scrutiny  of  inquiry,  and  wlicilrr 
inquiry  would  not  pmbAtjIy  have  savwl  pM'li'-n'-  oi  the  puMic 
money  ?  Hir,  the  Preeident,  in  this  UMir-r,  prH'.td  alwut  the  re- 
rords  of  th<  (jovennneni  and  the  puliiir  itocuv-in.is  a$«  if  he  had 
read  and  ex.nDineJ  thcMii.  1  doubt  whether  he  ever  examined, 
or  read  to  examine,  any  cue  subject  ihni«>iighlv,  whilnt  he  Waa 
in  office.  No,  tir :  I  venture  to  ^iress  that  Amos  Kendall- 
"homstlago"—wnose  official  misconduct  was  most  likely  to 
be  exposedT  was  the  infamous  author  of  this  daring  outrage ;.  he 
waa  a  to  >]  fit  to  be  its  author,  of  every  word  and  letter  and  doc- 
trine of  it;  ho  was  the  President's  (Atnib'n^miichine,and  his 
teritinf  machine— ay,  and  his  lying  machine !  Sir,  if  General 
Jackaoii  had  been  elected  for  the  third  term,  one  great  aood 
would  luvecome  of  the  evil— ^mos  Kendall  would  have  hem 
tearked  to  death  i  Poor  wretch,  aa  he  rode  his  Rosinanfe  down 
Pennsylvania  avenue,  he  looiced'like  Death  on  the  pale  horse- 
he  was  chief  ovsrseer,  chief  reporter,  amanuensis,  scribe,  sc- 
couoiaui  general,  man  of  all  work — nothing  was  well  done 
without  the  aid  of  his  diabolical  genius.  Sinoe  Jackaon's 
"  re/treinaif,"  he  has  assumed  to  be  olwyed  himself,  instead  of 
being  a  slave.  He  has  worked  hard  for  his  lever  or  mischief. 
God  send  ilie  country  may  not  suffer  for  his  pains  in  obtainiiig 
ths  supremacy  which  he  now  holds. 

Sir,  I  have  read  to  you  ttiis  letter  and  my  report  upon  it,  to 
show  the  landmarks  of  the  resi^ective  positions  assumed  by  the 
Executive  and  the  Opposition  in  relation  to  inquiry  end  inves- 
tigation in  1837.  You  see,  sir,  that  the  ver;r  first  principles  of 
our  Oovemnienl  were  denl::d  by  the  President,  and  the  very 
A,  B.  C  doctrbiss  of  free  government  had  to  b«  contended  for  liy 
the  Opposition,  because  they  were  denied,  and  scoffed  at,  and 
trampled  upon  by  the  tools  and  advocates  of  a  lawless  power. 
They  had  the  impudence  to  appeal  even  lo  the  Constitution 
iiaeir  to  shield  them .  They  raised  the  very  shield>of  the  People 
themselves  from  unreasonable  search-warrants  and  seixures, 
(breoettt,  as  asafeguard  and  protection  in  then\  the  public  act- 
vania,  against  the  People's  right  of  investigation,  throuan  their 
Representatives,  into  their  conduct  whilst  plundering  ttiQ 
pockets  of  ilie  People ! 

And,  sir,  not  only  did  the  President  thus  resist  the  right  and 
the  attempt  of  inquiry  by  the  House  of  Represenutivee,  but 
the  hoads  of  the  Executive  Departments  lo  a  man  followed  his 
example— they  all  replied  to  iiie  queries  of  ihe  committee  in 
the  same  ton«  and  temper,  especially  the  Postmaster  General, 
Amos  Kendall. 

You  remember  the  name  of  the-  celebrated  Alfred  Hacker, 
who  i»as  so  truly  faithful  lo  '*the  party"  democracy  as  to 
withhold  the  votes  of  the  People  in  the  election  of  Moore  and 
Lexher,  in  Kentucky,  to  give  the  minoniy  canchdate  the  return, 
whose  acts  have  since  been  made  felony  by  the  laws  of  that 
State.  To  reward  him  for  tiuu  democratic  party  service,  an 
ho.iesl  and  faithful  servant  was  removed  from  a  post  office  at 
Stanford,  Kentucky,  m  older  to  make  room  for  this  ex  posi 
fscto  felon.  The  committee  deeermioed  to  inquire  Into  the  case, 
and,  on  Tuesday,  January  31,  the  committee  adopted  a  resolu- 
tion calling  on  tlie  Poounaster  General  for  information  as  to 
the  removal  of  the  lata  port  master  at  Bunford,  Kentucky. 
The  next  day  ihto  resolution  was  communicated  to  the  Post- 
master General,  and  on  the  4th  of  February  the  following  ietter 
was  received  from  him : 

''Post  Opficb  DsPARrmirrj  Feb.  3,  1837. 

**  Bn:  I  have  received  yoar  note  of  the  Isi  instant,  enclosing 
a  resolution  of  the  committee  of  which  yeu  are  chairman,  re- 
quesiinf  me  to  furnish  you  with  the  following  papers,  viz. 

"  1.  The  papen  relauve  to  ilie  removal  of  the  late  posimaster 
at  Stanford,  Kentucky. 

"2.  The  paperaand  letten.  recommendln|[  the  appointment 
of  any  person  or  j^ereons  other  than  the  individual  who  was  ap- 
pointed and  who  now  holds  the  office. 

"  3.  The  papers  and  recommendations  in  favor  of  the  appoint- 
mem  of  the  present  postmaster,  Alfred  Hocker.  v 

"  In  reply,  I  have  the  honor  to  state  liuti  the  power  of  making 
appointments  is  vested  by  the  Constitution  and  laws  in  the 
President,  Heads  of  Deppirtmems,  and  courts  of  law;  checkeii, 
in  relation  to  the  higher  ^)pointmen(s,  by  the  bcnata  of  tin: 
Uniied  States. 

**No  power,  whatever, in  relation  to  them,  except  the  power 
to  impMCh  for  corrupt  or  illegal  appointments,  is  vested  in  ihu 
House  of  Representatives.  Although  there  is  noihiitg  in  thi.4 
case  (so  far  as  I  am  personally  concerneil)  1  could  wish  to  con- 
ceal, yet.  believing  it  to  be  one  of  the  duties  of  my  station  to 
regard  the  constitutional  limitations  of  power,  and  that  a  com- 
pliance with  the  request  of  your  conirauiee  would  be  a  prece- 
dent lending  to  subvert  them,  1  am  compelled  most  respectfUliy 
to  decline  it. 

"Injustice  to  a  persecuted  feltow-citixeo,  I  deem  it  proper  to 
add,  that  Alfred  Hocker's  private  character  is  believed  to  be 
without  a  blemish,  aod  his  qualifications  undoubted ;  and  tliat 
hunt  him  through  life  for  an  error  of  opinion,  lu  a  parucular 
case,  as  to  his  legal  power,  a>>peara  to  mo  as  unjust  as  it  would 
be  inhuman. 

"  Very  respectfully,  your  obetlient  servant, 

AMOS  KENDALL. 

"  Hon.  Hbnry  a.  Wisb,  Chairman,  ^c.  ^c." 

Such  are  apeclmens  of  the  conduct  of  the  President  and  his 
Jleads—hjdm  heads  they  were  I  Now,  t^ir,  I  proposs  to  show 
you  that  your  conintittee  obeyed  the  will  of^their  master.  Yes, 
as  you  had  done,  by  packint  and  sCodb'ng  the  c^immittee.  It 
wss  your  commitice— peculiarly  and  emphatically  yotirs— its 
appointment^  its  conduct,  its  honor  or  infamy  will  forever 
attach  itself,  sir,  to  your  name !  In  illustrating  tlie  conduct  ol 
that  committee,  I  could  consume  days  to  show  b«*w  the  plainest 
and  most  obvious  and  undeniable  propositions  were  voted 
down ;  how  resolution  afler  resolution,  question  after  question 
to  witnesses,  goins  into  tlie  very  vitsis  of  inquiry,  were  un- 
hlusl.i.iglv  rejectsdand  stifled  by  the  majority  of  the  committee. 
But,  sir,  I  will  give  you  but  ooe^)ecim«n. 

Sir,  1  had  received  Information  of  the  most  outrageous  frauds 
upon  ihe  Indians  and  the  Government  In  the  land  sales  of  Mis- 
sissippi, under  tlie  Chickasaw  and  Choctaw  treaties.  It  was 
ispresented  to  me  that  various  compsoies  and  individuals  were 
combined  in  practising  these  frauds;  that  they  frequently  came 
into  conflict  with  each  other  in  purchasing  from  the  Indians ; 
(hat  tha  Government  land  ofllcera  there  were  more  or  less  con- 
ctnMd in  Uw purchMw  and  ftsud*;  ths;  tl»«  «BtUen  aod  hon- 


e9t  |)eopl(i  of  MiwiMippi  were  grossly  cLoi'ed  and  impovd 
upon  by  the  speculmors ;  that  the  Bute  w  fS  iikety  to  be  sfajf)|led 
over  with  conflicting  land  titles ;  that  il>e  PreoJcnicf  ibe  Umtcd 
8tstes,  in  all  cases  of  dispute  Sf  m  whom  parents  were  to  ba 
Issued,  decided  in  the  last  resoit ;  that  it  was  found  recesaryto 
have  some  one  interested  with  specultiorA,  wiio  liad  theg«>od 
will  and  (he  ear  of  the  President,  to  influence  his  dccisxins: 
that  Amos  KAndall  was  aelected  by  oiie  of  ih  •  camfanitx,  the 
Btiston  Land  Comp.iny,  as  their  palara  pimp,  let  iiHo  iirofiis  to 
the  amount  of  •oO,Odb.  perhaps,  without  liie  advance  en  bis 
part  of  a  ceit,  but  merely  in  consideration  of  his  good  will  with  - 
ti.e  President  in  deciding  upon  the  issuing  of  patents.  AH  ihss 
was  given  lo  me  in  writing  through  a  responsible  persiHi,  who 
vouched  for  the  source  from  whence  the  information  was  de- 
rived. This  charge  was  handed  to  me  in  writing,  with  the  rap- 
tion—"8U)ry  of  Indian  reservations."  When  Mr.  Kendall  was 
before  the  commhiee,  I  handed  him  the  palmer,  and  prtmindal 
to  him  the  interioftatory,  '*  Will  you  plcace  look  upon  ike  paper 
handed  you,  and  sute  what  you  know  rearectmg  the  tacts 
therein  spoken  of  1"  Thp  question  was  otijectcd  to  by  Mr.  Maan, 
and  I sjected  aa  (follows: ' 

♦' Ayt*— Mr.  Campbell,  Mr.  Lincoln,  Mr.  W»e— 3. 

"^ Nays— Mr.  Hannegsn,  Mr.  Mahlenberg,  Mr.  Pearcc^  Mr. 
Parks,  Mr.  Mann,  Mr.  Olianey— 6." 

The  question  wss  not  allowed  to  le  pot— sise-acc, or  raiksr 
sizs-tray,  was  tha  throw.  Thus  shielded,  llr.  Postmaster  Kcc- 
dall,  then,  aasumcl  pre^y  high  airs;  ho  began  m  be  b3kl,aal 
actiia.ly  made  a  tuds  about  ih<:  matter!  s^r,  be  wrote  us  a 
letter;  a  letter  full  of  indignant  virtue!  Am«»s'.«  nrtnej  Aa 
smni  as  I  receiveil  this  letter,  sir^  I  immediately,  Febniaiy  19^ 
1837,  oflerstl  the  following  resolutii>o : 

^^  Communication  from  Mr.  KcndaU. 

"  Mr.  Wise  presf ntsil,  and  read,  a  letter  from  HonorabU 
Amos  ^endall,  with  a  icquost  bv  the  wt iter  ttiat  it  he  ectara^ 
on  'he  journal ;  whereupon,  Mr.,  wise  submitted  U:e  CailoviBg  . 

"  Resolved,  That,  whereas  tlie  chairman  of  this  eomnuoee 
did  oflTer  to  propound  a  eenain  question,  to  wit :  ^Will  y^n  pkase 
to  look  upon  the  paper  handed  you,  and  state  what  you  k 
respecting  the  farts  Ufarein  spoken  of  1"    (The  paptf  I 
was  in  these  words,  vix.) 

^^*  Story  of  the  Indian  reserration*. 

"  *  Some  yean  ago,  certain  tracta  of  land,  sitnated  priaeipally 
or  wholly  in  tlie  State  of  Mississippi,  were  reserved  hr  C 


(or  by  Indian  treaty,  to  which  Congnssv  assented)  Un  the  ass 
of  the  Indiana,  and  to  be  disposed  of  by  tbe^m.  ad  for  ifaeir 
benefit,  whenever  the  President  of  the  United  States slrnild  give 
hts  asaent  lo  such  sale  and  transfer,  (not  otherwise,)  Ttas 
lan<<s  were  known  tp  be  very  valuable,  and  the  poor  ii«lBca 
cnul  i  be  caaily  enough  mansged:  iwrhaps  they  had,  or  wen 
sbout  to  leave,  the  east  for  the  west  side  of  the  Mianappi 
river ;  but  how  ui  obtain  the  assent  of  the  Preaident  to  so  iai^  a 
sale  of  Indian  lands  to  a  company  of  speculators  seenaed  a  mera 
dlfllcull  matter.  A  company  was  f  n  meii  in  BoattMi  cw«  or  thrae 
yean  asu,  with,  a«  it  is  betieveil,  a  capital  of  •300,1X10,  to  ay  ia 
elfeci  this  object.  Amos  Binney ,  Eeq  was  a  leadiog  man  ia  the 
company ;  and  it  is  believed  that  Brudhead,  Navy  Agent  ia 
Boston,  was  another :  and  various  other  individuals  lud  a  atou- 
er  or  less  interest  in  it :  but  what  did,  as  is  believed,  cbtata  the 
President's  assent  to  the  sale  and  transfer,  wsa  cbe  adnaflMse  ei 
Amos  Kendall,  at  present  Postmastei  General,  into  the  myiain ; 
he  to  have  one-third  pert  of  the  profits  of  the  specnlation  whtii 
It  shall  be  closed  up,  witiiout,  in  fact,  paying  one  doltar  of  tke 
consideration,  although  he  may  appear  to  have  paid  his  pan  aa 
well  as  all  the  others.  Yet  the  agreement  of  the  oiher  panam 
with  Mr.  Kendall  was,  that  they  would  foniiah  the  money  tops/ 
his  one-third  part  wf  the  considaraiion,  fn-e  from  iniereat,  pn- 
vided  he,  Kendall,  would  obtain  the  aasent  of  the  Preaedrmv 
the  s  de,  and  wouM,  when  requested  so  to  do  by  the  o«ber  part 
ners,  go  to  the  Isnds  and  trenaact  auch  maiieis  aod  things  icte- 
ing  to  their  common  hitereia  as  the  company  might  d 
dient.    The  lands  were  purchased  by  the  coropviy : 

we  are  to  infer  that  Mr.  Kendsll  did  obtain  the  Pm 

rent  to  thesAle ;  but  Mr.  Kendall  was  not,  and  protebly  ariU  i 
be  called  on  for  any  further  services.  Those  Interaeied  in  ika 
parchass  speak  confidently  of  their  expectaiiOD  nfTmaKihc  •■ 
the  emi  of  the  sales,  three  or  four  dollan  for  ercty  ooa  laiit 
ed.  The  People  of  the  United  States,  by  this  transaciioa,  havo 
not  been  defraud^  or  overreached ;  but  the  imeresc  of  tlie  !■- 
dians  in  these  reservations  has  probably  been  obuiiMd  bf  ikis 
company  for  lees  than  half  its  market  value.  Hofw  ^  ibe  Pk»> 
sident  should  guard  the  interest  of  the  Indians  la  iiwIiiniaBd 
Congress  lo  determine ;  poetibly  it  may  have  Bome  coaassbn 
wiih  his  oath  of  oOlce.  But  if  the  interests  of  the  lodiaas  bhk 
or  may  be  sacrificed,  shall  it  Iw  so  done  for  the  beoefii  irf'a  i 
favoniea,  and  at  the  sole  suggestion  of  one  individual,  I 
more  deeply  ioieDested  than  any  oiherl" 
which  this  committee  refused  to  permit  to  be  prof  evnded  to 
Ames  Kendall ;  and  whereas  the  said  Kendall  has  this  daycoto' 
municatad  the  following  letter,  to  wh:     - 

"  WASBXiraTOX,  Fiebruary  30^  l««r. 
'^SiR :  You  will  remember  that,  while  I  was  nnder  ( 


tloo  before  your  committee,  an  anbnynMus  ieuer  was  prodacsiL 
and  ma«le  the  basis  uf  a  question,  which  the  copno'ii.iee  refaM 
to  let  me  aniwer,  aithougn  lequested.    Of  tlinx  rt^osal  I  dsMt 


complain:  but  I  complain  that  the  anonymous  letter  ^ 
mitted  to  be  put  on  youi  jeumal. 

"  That  leuor,  sir,  is  an  atrocious  l^el  on  the  Pres«dmt  sf  iht 
United  States  and  on  myself.  a:id,  in  all  its  esacniial  pan^ii 
utterly  false.  I  never  roaue  auch  a  bargain  as  is  fAevdh 
described;  nor  has  the  President,  under  such  cJrcumstMics^M 
under  any  others,  so  far  as  I  know  and  believe,  cosifSrvMdte 
sales  of  any  Indian  lands  purchased  by  a  Boston  corapas^. 

"This  infamous  libsl  hss  been  placed  upon  yonr  j*i«aasl;  k 
is  presumed  it  will  be  reported  to  the  House,  and  vil!  ihasii 
published.  And  where  is  my  remedy  1  By  the  CbBsanrfM 
and  laws  of  my  country,  I  am  auihoriied  to  seek  prjaecaen  ftr 
tn]r  character,  as  well  as  my  person,  from  the  attar fcs  of  piisflft 
citisens,  in  the  courts  of  jusucfc ;  but,  in  this  cue,  cnenilbecair 
Congresa,  around  whom  the  Constitution  rpr  ir'aitin  nhirtlif 

Erivilege,  beconte  the  poblisbere,  and  the  nante  of  ihe  lihil« 
I  withheld  from  me.  Of  this  I  complain.  By  me,  cba !»» 
muniiy  of  a  member  of  Congress,  in  the  performanc*  sf  Ma 
public  duUea,  will  ever  be  held  sacred.  Bat  I  deov  lusiMt 
to  extend  the  like  immaniiy  to  every  villain  in  the  counaywas 
has  malice  enough  to  sub,  bat  not  courage  enoach  to  nctt  Aft 
rseponsibiliiy.  I  deny  his  right  to  receive  and  publish,  iaA» 
his  privilege,  any  anonymous  libel  in  any  shape.  Tov^^m 
least,  it  is  an  aboss  of  a  constitntional  immimitv.  vtach  «pi 
granted  for  purposes  more  noble  and  more  just. 

"  I  ask,  therefore,  that  the  name  of  the  libelltf  ia  iMiaaB  - 
may  beaacaitaiDadaiidcoianrooiGaiad  10  me.      ~ 


Bee  15SS. 
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25th  Cono«*>*3d  Sess. 


Defalcation  offublic  officers-^Mr,  Wise. 


H.  of  Reps. 


Um  libel  upon  their  journal,  tho  coiumiiiee,  1  respectfully  con 
eetre,  cannot,  in  iuiuce,  do  le«  than  place  uie  iu  an  auiiudo 
where  I  majr  araii  rovjelf  uf  the  pcoieciion  and  iedre5s  which 
the  Constiiuuon  ana  laws  promise,  in  like  cases,  tu  oyctj 
dtixen.    Verf  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

"AMOS  KF.NDAU.. 

*^Bon.  HsNRT  A.  WisB,  Chaiifnan^  ^r." 
thte  committee  wili  proceed  to  exanaine  into  the  facts  and  cir- 
cnmsainces  involvea  in,  and  alludedtu,  by  the  said  question  and 
tha  MUd  latter;  and  will  cause  witnessf^  to  be  summuned  to 
proveor  disprove  che  said  facts  and  circuiosianceip.    - 

**  Which  rasoluuon  was  rejected  by  the  fbllowing^  vote : 

» Area—Mr.  CampbeU  Mr.  Lincoln,  Mr.  Wiae-;). 

■*  N«7»— Mr.  Paarce,  Mr.  Ilannegaa,  Mr.  Parka,  Mi.  Mann, 
Mr.  Chantfy— 5."  ^ 

Thus,  sir,  1  took  him  in  his  temper  and  at  his  word,  and  pro- 
posed torry  th4  iiwU  of  the  charge  and  the  sincerity  or  his 
peaeion ;  but  the  vote  uf  the  commiuee  was  the  samd  again— 
the  aeme  o:d  throw— sixe-iray !  1  had  put  this  same  inten-og- 
acurj  to  Kendall,  eye  to  eye,  faca  to  face.  It  was  explicit  and 
apeeillc.  He  was  willing,  oh !  how  willing,  to  Wwwer  ii !  Bat 
tnmi,  air,  his  own  friends  on  committee  were  so  cruel  and 
unjust  as  u>  allow  the  change  to  go  upon  the  journal  unan* 
•wered.  Not  exactly  ao  either.  1  caught  David  Ucnshaw,  of 
Boston,  in  the  city.  I  put  him  upon  the  witness  Maud.  After 
propoainx  to  him  numerous  questions,  which  the  committee 
reiecied,  I  did  ^i  in  one  or  two  questions,  and  as  man r  answers, 
which  «atisfi«d  me  fully  that  iticre  Was  foundation  for  the  iu- 
formation  eiven  to  me : 

**•  Question  9/A.— Ilave  you  any  information  of  persons  in- 
tereeied  with  Mr.  Kendall  in  ilie  profits  of  buying  and  selling 
piablfc  lands  7    If  so,  tuie  whau 

*•  Anstter.—\  have  no  informailortof  any  persons  interested, 
at  this  time,  wiih  Mr.  KenduU,  in  the  profiu  of  buying  and 
aellin^  public  hinds. 

^  Question  lOth.-  riavo  you  any  information  of  persons  who 
A«re  been  interevicl  with  Mi.  Kendall  since  he  has  been  ao 
Ex<!cq:ive  utflccr,  in  llic  profits  of  buying  and  selling  public 
Un«ls1 

"  Objected  to  by  Mr.  Parks,  and  rejected  as  fallows : 

u  Ayee— Mr.  Muhlenhcrs.  Mr.  Wi8e-2, 

"  Nays— Mr.  Hannenan,'  Mr.  Parks,  Mr.  Mann,  Mr.   Cha- 


The  < 


committee  could  not  be  coaxed  to  permit  fair  and  full 
uiraatkauon. 

8«r,  f  couid  show  you  pile  upon  pile  of  proof,  but  these  in 
slaAces  will  serve  asS|>!^ciraer.s  of  the  manner  m  which  yw, 
tiie  Speaker,  the  Pre-sideni  of  the  United  States,  the  Ueadd  of 
the  Kxecuiive  Depjrimcntjs  y..ur  committee,  and  yoUr  wiiole 
pBftj,  combineil  and  con^piied  to  stifle  iuvestigation,  when 
proposed  in  1337. 

fSir,  not  only  dkl  you  and  the  Ailminisiration  pursue  this 
ooniee  upon  the  committee  to  examine  the  condition  of  the 
varioiie  Executive  Deparimeuis,  of  which  I  waa  chairman,  but, 
in  like  manner^  you  played  the  same  game  on  the  committee 
and  towards  the  cominiitti  of  which  my  friend  and  colleag^ue 
(Mr.  Gaaland)  was  chairman.  You  repeljed  inquiry,  refused 
lntriTogatories,  profftraied  and  postponed  resolutions;  encour> 
agbd  contumacy  in  witneeses,  resisted  investigation  Iu  every  form 
there  too,  with  this  difference  only,  that  there  the  usual  throw 
of  the  die  was  "cinque- four**  instead  of  "eixeiray,"  m^  col- 
league, the  chairman,  usually  voting  with  the  minonty  of 
three— Johnson,  Pevton,  Wis«. 

Such  was  your  reiona  AdmUtisiration !  You  denied,  rtaisted, 
end  defeated  all  investigaiiori,  all  inquiry.  One  of  the  com 
mitt^*—  was  appointed  to  sit  on  Reuboti,  and  the  other  on  Levi. 
Odo  was  to  investigate  the  pet  bank  concern,  the  other  was  to 
examine  the  virtue  and  honeety  of  the  Trea-^ury  Ucp-ariment. 
Sir,  R.^uben  and  Levi  were  then  in  On— they  ♦rovlc  and  tied." 
Bat  h'>w  soon,  sir,  did  truth— "miihty  truth,  prevail."  uoiwiih- 
Handing  all  your  resbuuce  and  attempts  tu  stifle  h*  r  mighty 
throes !  dir,  this  was  iu  the  session  of  1835-'37 ;  these  com- 
mltteee  reportet)  on  the  3i  uf  March ;  be  lore  sixty  days  ex- 
pirjd,  the  explosion  of  the  pet  banks,  the  crush  of  credit,  the 
daetrucilon  of  confidence  and  commerce,  the  ruin  of  every  thing, 
procUimed,  thundered,  the  ti  uth  of  my  charges,  to  establish 
iraich  the  Garland  committee  was  raised— thundered  it,  sir,  in 
the  ears  of  every  man— touched  the  nerves  of,  every  man's 
pocket ;  And  it  was  literally  so  tangible  as  to  bt  fell  by  every 
Dnan,  woimn,  and  child  In  the  country.  The  Secretary  Levi 
luouBfitr admitted  the  sy;tem'  to  be  corrupt  and  unsafe  to  the 
called  eession,  and  poor  Reuben  has  been  turned  tu  the  dogq. 
^^^  now,  sir,  the  truth  of  the  charges  against  the  Departments 
IS  al>out  to  be  verified  as  clearly  by  the  explosion  of  the  sub- 
reftvtirers,  Swariwout,  Price,  Giatiot,  and  others,  as  the  truth 
ifth*  charges  in  relation  to  the  pet  banks  was  made  manifest 
yw  ttieir  explosion  1  , .  . 

(Here  aome  of  Mr.  Wibb's  friends  entreated  him  to  yield  the 
loor  for  a  motion  to  a^j  lurn.l 

No,  elr.  I  do  not  yield  the  floor.    1  may  never  get  it  again 

inUI  the  4th  of  March,  1839.    I  will  go  on,  without  turning  Mide 

roiKft  tny  purpose,  to  expose  the**  outrages  upon  the  country. 

leol  beuer  now ;  much  better,  sir.    1  was  sick  last  night ; 

documents  made  nie  sick     I  was  paring  over  them  late 


um,  night.  The  discussion  of  them  makes  me  pcrspire;  the 
tervpiration  comes  now  freely,  and  I  am  relieved.  I  distrust 
M«Z^iC  to  be  frank ;  1  will  go  on,  and  you  must  bear  it 

Firat  came  the  explojioo  of  the  pet  banku— no  c  come  the 
KDlowions,  one  aJlcr  another,  Jn  quick  succesBion,  of  the  sub- 
Siaurers  who  were,  or  are  to  be,  substitute  I  for  banks,  and  I 
Si  show  you  that  they  prove  all  I  ever  charged  to  be  true. 
3  aald  that  in  December,  1836,  when  Gen.  Jaokeon  gave  his 
'  ificaie  that  all  was  well,  honevt,  fHlr,  this  very  leg-treasury, 
nwou^  at  New  York,  was  in  siefauU  8336.718.  Well,  sir, 
it  appears  that,  in  tw<  Ive  monib:«  after,  he  was  in  drfdult 
e  tune  of  $1,018,955 !  and,  three  muniha  after  that  time,  was 
>laulter  in  the  still  larger  sum  of  $1,225,705  69 ! !  Previous 
9SSV  attempt  at  iiivo«in?ation,  he  had  been  stealing  publ.c 
nrr  Bl  the  rate  of  «rj(J,000  re r  nnnMm.  After  the  cat  was 
led.  he  stole  in  one  year  •6S0.236  63,  and  in  the  next  three 
wmihs  taOesTSO  37.  Ye.«.,  tir,  after  the  President  had  given 
Im  a  certificate  of  honesty,  an.]  uqu,  '*J''v?";l  a^Cc'^  *"f! 
trcommilise,and  the  Execnffv/Vf^^^''L^if2£^^/'ri*.'^ 
lUny.  he  sto'o  in  one  f^r  th^\!;tf}  ^f  •??"'^S?^^  *° 
wit  three  months  at  ibe  r^  !  '"'/Tn^Jfe  ^^fl^mOOO  par 
?!zr_  hi-  ,?*,fa^rfllion  arers>ll^  of!L,tghovi  his  ofKcial  ca- 


triumph  at  having  gaintxl  a  victory  for  the  truth.  The  ptit  bank 
system  and  the  sub-ireii&urers  have  exploded,  as  1  said  tlie^ 
would,  and  exposed  their  hidden  enormities,  concealed  until 
they  could  be  concealed  no  longer^  but  I  do  not  rejoice  at  it. 
1  made  me  no  booth  to  sit  and  watch  for  the  destruction  of  cor- 
rupt Nineveh.  But,  sir,  there  iaone  poor  human  being  on  this 
earth— cdone  now  hi  the  world — ^wrecked  in  reputation- 
blasted— alighted  by  men  not  half  as  wonhv  aa  be  is— whose 
soul  at  scenes  like  these  does  rejoice,  must  exult.  Who  and  where 
is  he?  Sir,  if  you  will  go  down  Pannaylrania  avenue  to  the 
corner  of  Puur-and  a-hAlrsueecbeneath  Mrs.  Peyton's  boarding 
hou*e,  you  will  find  a  gray-headed  mart,  stricken  in  years :  his 
name  is— Tobias  Watkins'!  That  mao,  for  borroudng  money 
of  public  officers,  funds  in  their  hands,  not  converting  funds  in 
his  own  hands,  to  his  own  use,  was  imprisoned  on  toe  I4th  of 
August,  1829,  and  tried  on  three  several  indictments,  on  all 
which  he  was  convicteJ  and  fined,  on  one  the  sum  of  $760,  on 
ano-.her  $300,  and  the  third  9&fX0.  He  was  sentenced  to  be 
imprisoned  three  monilks  on  each  indictment,  in  all  nine  months; 
boi  though  imprisoned  in  Aucuat,  ISS,  he  was  not  relenned 
until  March,  18^f3.  Kept  in  jail  three  years  and  six  months  for 
u  real  or  factitious  defalcation  of  •3,060 ! !  ^ 

Where  are  now  the  defaulters  of  this  reform  Administration? 
Where  is  8wartwout,  af\er  embezzling  public  money  for  eight 
years  in  succee^iun,  till  he  had  uken  and  carried  away  a  million 
and  a  quarter  1  Where  ia  Price  1  Where  is  Gratiot  ?  How  long 
since  their  carriage  wheels  proudly  hurled  the  Olympic  dust  uf 
the  fashionable  streets  and  avenues  of  vour  metropolis  of  court 
and  of  faahion  1  No  marshals  at  their  heels— no  district  at- 
torneys prosecuting  against  thera  triple  indiclmenia;  they  ran 
away,  or  walked  away,  unfofbitiden,  and  none  to  hinder!  Where 
ij  Boydl  that  land  office  defaulter,  who  appealed  \o  ^tke  mis 
fortunes  rf  speculation^  to  elect  him  to  the  Senate  of  his  State 
of  Mi!«i38ip>»i  1  These  are  all  innocent  and  unfortunate  or 
escaping  defaulterH !  These  are  full-handed  public  plunderers, 
pet  plunderers,  and  go  unwhipped  of  justice."  Sir,  so  was 
Tobias  Watkins  unfortunate.  He  was  born  and  bred  a  gentle- 
man ;  dazzled  by  the  tinsel  ghire  o(  this  metropolis  of  Splendid 
misery  antt  shabby  jsplendor,"  (as  it  was  once,  with  equal  force. 
truth,  and  beauty,  descril>e<l  by  that  unequalled  orator  of  Vir* 
gioia.  John  lUndolph)— of  literal  mind  and  habits,  too,  he 
lavished  some,  three  thousand  improvidcntly,  think irtg  in  lii.« 
heart  that  he  should  be  able  to  replace  that  sunt,  and  mure,  and 
*'  make  ail  straight,"  and  he  was  imprisoned  for  his  imprudence 
for  nearly  four  years,  and  made  to  bear  u  felon's  brand  v  Ah ! 
sir,  but  he  was  a  gentleman — he  belonged  to  "oW  the  decency," 
to  tlie  "fci!k  stocking  p^nu-y "—he  was  not  one  ofyourlx»coi«>co 
defaulters— he  was  u'<t  unfortunate  to  the  amount  of  milliiMiii 
—he  wus  no  robber  on  a  large  scale— he  was  not  one  loo  lull- 
handed  to  be  touched  by  the  rude  hands  of  the  tipstaff— he  was 
not  a  defaulter  of  the  great  democracy,  and,  poor  fellow,  he 
suO^red  foi  being  a  gentletmtn !  By  the  by,  sir,  that  word  re- 
uiindd  mo  of  the  fact  thai  it  was  duting,  or  not  until  the  past 
summer,  your  party  first  discovered  that  your  Presidint  was  a 

£f.ntleman !  The  discovery  was  made  first,  I  think,  by  granny 
jichie.  That  venerable  gentleman  took  me  to  task  for  finding 
some  gentlemen  in  Petersburg,  and,  as  a  set  off,  it  seemed,  boast- 
ed that  President  Vau  Bui  en,  too.  waa  actually  a  gentleman  ! 
Very  strange  J  that  a  hnan  whom  they  made  President,  the  suc- 
cessor of  the  '^illustrious''  in  I637jjiliey  did  not  find  out  to  be  a 
gentleman  until  the  sumrber  of  1838 !  They  must  surely  have 
been  trying  to  make  him  out  a  Whig.  For  myself,  I  always 
knew  he  was,  in  the  ordinary  sense,  a  eentleman ;  and  it  was 
mortifying  to  me  lo  see  that  the  Enquirer,  by  implication  at 
lea<«t,  had  supposed  until  lately  that  the  President  of  the  United 
States  could  be  other  than  a  gentleman— judxing,  1  mean,  from 
its  boast  of  the  sudden  discovery  ;  but  my  colleague  there,  (Mr. 
Dromooolb,)  will  not,  however,  recognise  Mr.  Ritchie  as  a 
genuine  Loc-.foco  editor.  [Mr.  Dbomooolb  said.  No,  no,  he  is 
a  Conservative.]  There  is  a  cheering  consideruilon  connected 
with  rtiis discovery,  Ihtniqii  by  the  Adnunistration  press;  it  is 
thtt  brightest  omen  which  has  occurred  for  years  of  Mr.  Van 
Bureo's  downfall.  Yes,  sir,  that  cry  of '^ gentleman"  upon 
him  liy  his  friends  will  finish  him— with  the  imrty  which  sup- 
ports him,  they  might  as  well  have  cried  "  mad  dog  !"  It  is  a 
certain  prosnostic  that  tie  is  going  down.  From  the  hour  that 
father  Ritchie  made  that  fatal  discovery,  the  man's  doom  was 
sealed.  But,  sir,  the  gentleman  d«:faulter,  Watkins,  as  I  was 
sayinp,  met  his  fate;  and  now  that  lie  lias  been  purified  by  the 
fires  ut  the  law.  we  may  be  permitted  to  do  him  justice,  and  to 
make  him  the  Instrument  of  retribution.  1  call  him  up ;  I  in- 
voke his  wrongs  his  sufTeiings,  his  injuiies,  his  expiation,  to 
rise  in  judgment  against  his  persecutors  to  condeinn  them. 
Where  is  ho  now  7  In  a  station  where  he  is,  no  doubt,  far  hap- 
pier than  in  his  day  of  piecarious  and  terror-haunted  slmw, 
when  he  toiled  as  a  poor  slave  In  one  of  the  stalls  of  your  docu- 
ment-factories rallied  Departments.  He  is  now  an  humble 
apothecary;  and  here  I  Will  say,  for  the  benefit  of  all  who  would 
be  honest,  and  who  wioh  to  be  clean,  that  he  keejis  for  sale  the 
very  best  of  ^'pahn  soap'*  and  chloride  of  lime,  and  other 
chemical  compositions,  to  rake  ofl*  the  spots  of  iTCofocoism,  and 
to  cleanse  from  all  corruption !  I  recommend  to  certain  sub- 
Treasury  gentlemen  to  go  and  buy;  but  what  If  they  be  once 
washed  white  as  snow,  ihcy  will,  like  the  hog,  return  to  their 
I    wallowing  in  the  mire.  . 

'  The  Administration  may  pretend  that  they  wish  investigation. 
'  It  is  full  lime.  But  how  is  the  matter  pressed  1  Every  now  and 
I  then  the  chairman  of  Wnys  and  Means  (Mr.  Cambbelbno) 
!  comes  forward,  and.  in  solemn  tone,  asks  you  to  drop  the  sob- 
I  joci  for  what  he  is  i.leased  to  term  "  business ;"  as  If  ft  was  not 
I  the  business  of  this  House,  and  its  chief  duty  now-a  days,  to 
1  look  into  abuses.  Sir,  "  the  parly"  are  in  reality,  at  heart,  as 
much  opposed  to  inquiry  now  as  of  old.  It  serves  their  turn  at 
I  this  lime  to  pretend  to  be  dilixent  aud  zealous  for  inquiry.  They 
'    are  no  more  its  frleads  now  than  they  ever  were. 

Mr.  Cambrkubno  here  interpose.  I  hope  the  gentleman  will 
not  do  me  injustice.  I  never  voied  against  any  of  his  investi- 
gations.   Never. 


Mr.  W.  I  said  jour  party. 

Mr.  C.  My  party;  ha!  ha. .        ^  .  ,. 

Mr.  W.  Y^s,  air,  I  believe  the  gentleman  is  ''another  affair" 


ha !  That  is  another  afTair. 


since  the  New  York  election.  And  now  that  the  iniq<uiiw  of 
your  party  are  dally  coming  lo  light,  now  that  concealment  Is  no 
longer  possible,  every  n»an  of  "/As  party"  is  prompt  to  exclaim, 
"you  can't  say /did  u !"— the  party  itself  must  be  brUk  to  make 
the  disclaimer,  lest  the  people  set  all  down  as  rogues  logether, 
those  who  are  found  out  and  those  who  are  not.  The  people 
are  bcgmning  to  compare  Watkms  with  Swaitwoui^hundre^ 
of  rases  of  defalcation  with  one— thirteen  miUioos  of  expendi- 
ture with  thirty  or  forty  millions— and  to  see  that  the  Admlnte- 
tration  of  Adams,  however  bod,  was,  In  compariaoa  with  the 


iniquities  of  this  dynasty,  about  as  Watkins  to  Swanwoui 
3,000  tu  •l,:.^j6^000 !— thirteen  millions  to  forty  millions— oi  > 
case  of  defalcation  severely  punidied,  to  one  hundred  not  oi;  y 
unrebuked,  but  countenanced  and  connived  at ! 

And  this,  sir,  brings  me  to  the  Mefsspe  of  this  eesslon.  >o 
enormous,  Bp,'>allins  have  your  iniquities  grown,  that  ai  <  jie> 
lime  we  were  called  to  an  extra  aossion  to  cure  one  eystein  of 
expeiiments,  and  again  another  svf;lem's  blotcl:ea  and  bl.ii>« 
are  the  special  subjects  ef  Execiitive  communicniions  The 
President  himself,  in  seif-dc fence,  and  Mi.  Secretary,  arc  com- 

Billed  to  acknowledge  them  in  of  der  to  accoui.i  for  thura.  Th!!i 
essage  of  Mri  Van  Buren  directly  conti\t.<icUi  the  letter  aud 
certifit  ate  of  his  ''  illustrious  predecessor.  '  He  confesses  that 
all  the  Departments  are  not,  and  were  noiM>und,  and  is  all  in  a 
hurrah  for  InveBtigaiion.    Let  \w  see  : 

"  A  change  in  the  offit  e  of  Collector,  at  one  of  «Mir  principal 
ports,  has  brought  ui  Ii£ht  a  (luiali.iition  oi  the gn. \  cm  charhr.er, 
the  i-aniculuri*  of  which  will  bo  laid  ivioje  )oii  in  a  ^^»e^•i8l 
report  Jrom  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea.sury.  Jty  lii.-"  r«  p-n,  ai.il 
thtt  AC^'unipanvin:?  ducuwrnss,  it  will  1  e  ■^ern  thai  tl.t  ureekly  rt- 
funis  of  I  he  dejiiul'intct^otr  njtpu.,  iiili/  txUibittd,  fhror:  j. 
01/'  afaiihful  admiiiUt%alictn  of  //•«  njj'airs  inlrust*-il  to  A.a- 
ntamli^emc/U." 

i<ir,  qiitrede  hoc?  I  will  ondi-avoi  to  show  you  directly  that 
ihw  iy  an  error;  that  ''i!i>  \\tjt<kly  returns,"  if  they  hnd  been 
propcily  examnied  aud  compared  in  thp  Secretary ';i  ot11r«\ 
would  have  delected  and  exhibited  the  very  reverse  of  "  u 
faikhfnl  administration''  lon^  n?o.     Bui  the  President  procecilii : 

"  it,  however,  now  appears  //i a <  he  commenced  aftstracJing 
the.  public  money  shortly  after  hti  aiij>ointment,  and  cofUinU' 
t.l  to  do  so.  progressively  inrrrasinj;  the  amount,  for  the  term 
*t\  more  than  seren  yea /«,  embracing  a  portion  of  i he  period 
duritg  which  the  public  n.oneys  were  depociiied  in  the  Bdnk  of 
the  Uisiiel  Stales,  liie  whole  ol  that  of  the  Slate  bank  do)KMite 
8V:iiem,  and  concluding  only  on  his  relit emint  from  of- 
fice," dec. 

Sir,  this  i«  a  confession  which  tallies  well  with  ihe  illuetricn.^ 

Bredecessor's  certificate  of  the  "  ability  aud  integrity"  of  ti.e 
lepsrimenis  in  December,  1836. 

"The  way  in  which  tiiie  deliilcatinn  was  «i  long  conceali'l. 
and  the  steps  taken  tn  indemnily  the  United  States,  ta  fur  v.i* 
practicable,  agair>t  loss,  will  u'so  be  presented  to  vou.  I'he 
CMt^  IS  one  which  iinpeiatively  claims  the  attention  of  Concrf  s^, 
and  furnishes  the  strongest  motive  for  IheestablijtftMeuf  ufu 
more  severe  and  secure  system  for  the  safe-kuuing  and  dU- 
burse ment  qf  the  public  moneys  than  any  .hat  hashtretofore 
existed."  > 

Ay,  sir,  snd  from  thi<i  we  leant  the  mo«l  extraordinary  dt  di  c- 
tioii,  that  this  defalcation  of  a  sub-Treasurer.,  of  the  '•gravest 
character,"  is  an  argument  to  recommend  tu  our  favor  the  suh- 
Treasury  sy£lero  !  " 

''Itsedms  proper,  at  all  events,  that,  by  an  early  enactment, 
similar  to  that  of  other  countiies,  ihc  ajiplication  of  ptihlic 
fnoney  by  an  xtffictr  of  Govtrnmetit  to  private  usef  should 
be  nuide  a  felony^  and  visited  by  severe  and  ignonUniuus 
puniehmcnt." 

1  will  soon  show  you,  sir,  that  millions  of  the  public  money 
!i.-ive  been  applied  by  offieersof  the  Government  to  |  rivaic  ut>es, 
with  I  he  knowledge  of  the  Administration. 

**Thc  GovemmeuL,  it  must  be  admii'ed,  has  been,  from  iis 
commencement.  roni|>araiivcly  fortunate  in  this  resncci.  Dot 
t!ie  appointing  power  cannot  always  be  well  advi«ed  in  its  f>e> 
lectloiM,  and  tne  experience  of  every  country  has  shown  thAi 
public  ofl^cers  are  not  at  all  ttnioii  proof  against  temnimion." 

Is  the  (jlovernment  foriunaie  in  this  respect  now  1  Con  any 
one  tell  us  how  much  we  have  lost  1  We  have  ceitaitily  l>«en 
taught  of  late  that  Government  oflSccrs  are  not  always  proof 
against  temptation ;  and  we  mav  all  verily  pray  that  pan  of  the 
Lnnl'i)  prayer  which  prays — "l^ad  us  not  into  leniptatien  !" 

"If  annus  direct  cooperation  on  the  part  of  Congri'«*»,  in 
the  supervision  of  the  conduct  of  the  officers  intrircted  wiih  tho 
custody  and  applicuiion  of  tlie  public  money  i«  deemed  de.->ira- 
ble,  it  will  give  me  pleasure  lo  assist  in  the  ectabliehmeni  of  any 
judicious  and  constitutional  plan  by  which  that  object  may  he 
accomplished." 

Now,  sir,  what  would  the  President  consider  a  iudiciou^  and 
constitutional  p'.anl  We  recollect  that  his  illnt-irious  predeces* 
sor  considered  a  committee  to  report  to  Congresa  as  wnv(.e  ihan 
a  Spanish  inquisition.  What  is  Mr.  Van  Burcn's  plan  7  We  will 
soon  see. 

"I  submit  to  your  consideration  whether  a  commit ''^e  of  Con* 
gress  might  not  be  profiuibly  employed  in  inspecting,  at  Ruch 
intervals  as-^might  be^deemed  pro|)er,  the  affairs  and  the  nr, 
counts  of  officers  intrusted  with  the  ciisiodv  of  the  public  mo< 
neys.  The  frequent  performance  of  this  duty  might  be  made 
obligatory  on  the  committee  In  respect  to  those  officers  who  havM 
large  simns  hi  their  possession,  and  left  discretionary  with  ro* 
specito  others." 

Sir,  all  this  would  seem  to  be  reversing  the  rule  and  line  of 
conduct  pursued  by  General  Jackson.  He  would  seem  to  be 
coming  at  last  to  my  docirine  of  inquiry  and  investigaiion. 
But,  no,  air,  hear  him ! 

"  7%ey  might  report  ta  the  Executive  such  defalrrtionr  as 
were  found  to  exist,  triiA  a  riete  to  a  prompt  remoral  fiom 
office  unless  the  defatUt  was  satisfactorily  accounted  for,"^c. 
Ah !  sir,  here  the  mystery  is  solved.  Here  Is  the  clc^v  to 
all  Exsciiiive  concession— it  is  but  another  step  to  Executive 
aggnmdizemeni.  The  committee  of  Congress  is  to  report 
to  the  Executive,  is  it }  A  committee  of  Congress  is  to  travel 
all  ovei  the  Ilolied  Sutes,  as  Executive  servants,  to  euprrvitce 
the  officers  of  a  Preeideni,  who  is  swoin  to  see  that  tiie  Ihws 
are  faithfully  executed !  And  n;ay  what  have  we  an  Exe- 
eutite  fori  Why  have  wo  a  Prefideni,  and  Se«'retary,  snd 
Auditors,  and  Comptrollers,  whh  plcnarv  powers,  t<»  di»  this 
very  serrirel  Could  they  fK>i  have  done  this,  whenever 
'they  pleaded  to  do  their  duties,  for  the  last  nino  years? 
We  are  to  convert  our  committees  inio  missionariep— this 
Hruse  is  to  be  anew  sort  of  "  Americ^m  Boiird,"  with  this 
difTerence,  that.  Instead  of  being  missionaries  o«  Christ,  we 
are  to  be  n^issionaries  of  Mr.  President  Van  Bu:en !  General 
Jackson  claimed  it  cs  the  duty  snd  prerogative  of  the  Exe- 
cutive alone,  to  see  that  his  subordinates  executed  the  laws 
faithfully :  bat  liis  successor  asks  Congress  lo  perform  the 
Executive  duties  for  him.  Doea  Mr.  Van  Buren  mean  to 
say  that  It  has  been  for  want  of  such  Congressional  aid^ 
heretofore,  that  there  has  been  no  such  supervision  Ivy  the 
Executive  1  That  there  has  been  no  eucn  supervision,  ia, 
true ;  but»  that  such  aid  was  wanting,  or  necessary,  n*  not, 
true.  The  President  has  always  had  the  fall  power  of  thi^ 
.aperTWoo--iie  might  have  found  wipe  Inmeet  men  of  Ms 
own  party  fit  for  officea,  ^  havs  appointed  boneet  como1tt^ 
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pionen  i «  supervi^i  thtite  who  were  not  fit.    This,  At^  if  an 
insiip^rAb'  •  objecUon,  thai  the  Precideni  not  only  aska  ut  to 

g»  oui  oi  (irr  usual  coar«s  but  to  btcamt  merged  in  the 
zecmiv-.  What,  eir,  ia  tnia  Ifouae  in  fact,  in  actual  ler 
vir«,  to  bernme  an  Exeeative  tlavel  la  it  the  aim  of  the 
PrMident  still  more  to  proatrate  the  dignity  of  tha  lef  islailYe 
branch  of  Govenimentl  Would  any  other  Preaident  have 
dared  to  prr>puee  such  a  thing  1  I  would  aak  the  venerable 
fentlema.-i  I'l  'in  MasAchuivtta  whether  he  would  have  (tared 
in  aak  (''^nu'reM  to  dirnct  its  coromiiteea,  by  law,  to  rtfiori 
to  himf  Hiui  gonileman'a  worat  foea,  those  who  vilified  him 
ronsn,  never  chHii;<(l  liini  with  tlius  insulting  the  di^itv  of 
Cmtgrefls.  Is  this  ihe  sort  of  commitiee  vou  are  now  asking 
from  us  I  I  would  prelier  that  defaleationa  should  go  on — 
that  the  f)ubl  c  moneys  should  all  be  miuandered — ttiai  the 
public  r.!i  meter  anil  morals  should  go  with  it  overboard, 
to  having  the  gre  it  lines  of  demnrcation  between  the  co-ordi- 
naie  brunches  of  ttie  Gorernment  deatrored— to  amassing  all 
power  ill  iIm  RKecuilve.  Thii*  would  bring  ua  at  once,  and 
at  a  loripi,  lo  the  lowest  degree  of  degradaUon— whither  de* 
faicaiiuiia  aiul  genrtnil  corruption  wore  onlv  gradually  and 
alowly  leading  ut— to  the  very  footstool  of  a  aeaimt. 

B-I-,  riir,  I  c<ime  lo  ihe  important  question  now  :  With  what 
view  wculii  lite  Prvvidcnt  have  these  commiitees  report  to 
lim  7  lie  tella  u',  ^  with  a  view  to  a  prompt  removal  from 
nffitt.**  TbM  brings  me  to  anotlier  branch  of  tliis  euoiect. 
1  wilt  proceod  now  to  show  that  case  after  cane  haa  been 
r^'porio*!  to  the  Executive,  of  <lefklcaiioD,  and  of  delinquency 
in  o!fl  e,  and  violation  of  duiy,  in  auboidinate  oflkera— 
icporieil  by  cooimission'  rs  tt(>i)«unted  by  the  Preaident  him- 
Helf— ou^^es'  nut  only  uf  default,  but  Jrivudy  of  repeated  ap- 
piicationo  of  jmUtc  money  to  irritate  uoeo — no  less  than 
f«>ny  since  133&,  in  three  years— «nd  yet  the  officen  were 
:»tHiried  in  oltice,  and  n-apiminted  to  ofllce  after  their  de> 
linqufitcii-e  nrx\  moral  turpituoe  were  known  to  the  department. 
I  Will  go  lurilicr :  they  have  been  rounieaanced  and  encour- 
aged lu  lieromo  defaulters,  and  to  perjure  themselvea  and 
defraud  the  Treasuiy.  I  am  not  declaiming— I  will  prove 
what  1  say.  When  I  say  forty  cases,  I  mean  that  number, 
at  letuii,  which  I  can  enumerate  since  1834 — I  can  give  the 
names ;  I  have  them  before  me.  I  will  firvt  take  up  the 
rise  o.  J'lecph  Reck1e«s,  a  collector  at  Perth  Amh^,  New 
Jer  ey.  I  aulvnri  to  I  this  case  particuhirly  to  do  Genarml 
J^ckd'K)  ju'tit'e.  believe  that  he  was  impoeed  on  in  this 
ca.<Mi  by  a  faUt  abetraet  of  teetimony  made  out  at  the 
Tieastiry  Dj/artmeoi.  Wm.  Van  Hook,  of  New  York,  pre- 
f->''el  the  charges  against  Recklcas  in  a  latter  to  Secretary 
Woodbury  ; 

"  Nbw  Yobk,  January  3,  1835.   . 

*'8iTi:  Thefolluwini^  facts  of  fraud  upon  the  Oovemment 
of  ihe  United  Siatrsrnmeto  my  knowledge  sometime  aince; 
but  bfiiii?  desirous  uf  saii^fying  myeelf  of  their  truth  before 
I  submitiotl  them  to  you,  I  delayeil  doing  eo  till  thia  time.  1 
now  f«>?1  ii  mv  duty  to  charge  J.  W.  Reckleas.  the  Collector 
of  Ptfrih  Ami»oy,  New  Jtrsey,  with  the  following  frauds, 
committed  by  him,  in  his  official  character,  upon  the  Govern* 
ment  : 

*'  lit  charga.— A  wilful  omission  to  credit  the  GoTemment, 
Id  his  accounts,  ivith  the  sum  of  6147,  received  by  him  aa 
collector,  on  the  18ih  Julyi  1833,  or  thereabouta,  for  tonnage 
duty  oQ  the  schooner  Pacific,  seized  by  his  predecessor  in  office 
lor  a  violation  of  the  revenue  law,  aaa  remaining  under 
neixurr  wlien  he  came  into  office,  and  which  remains  unac- 
rounicil  for  ai  this  t<me.  This  sum  was  received  from  Meaara. 
P.  Becor  A  Hon,  of  this  citv,  under  a  compromise  made  with 
them  by  »iid  collector  of  the  sum  actually  due,  and  which 
nmnuiife<I  to  aboiir6417. 

*'  2<1  charge  —Ttiai  the  raid  collector  haa  chaiged  the  United 
FtatcM,  in  his  quarterly  accounts,  a  sum  of  about  flOO  per 
niinner.  for  wages  of  the  boatmen  of  hia  revenue  barge,  more 
ihiu)  li-  hoa  eVer  paid  them.  The  mode  in  which  this  haa 
been  crt'cccfd,  was  bv  obtaining  from  them  receipta  in  blank 
as  to  Ihe  sums  paid,  ami,  after  paying  them,  filling  up  the 
anionot  wi;  h  such  sume  as  suited  hia  views. 

''This practice  commenced,  I  believe,  with  the  third  quar- 
ter of  I^,  and  has  been  continued  in  all  his  accounts  since, 
aa  I  believe;  by  comparing  his  accounts  for  the  first  two 
quartet K  uf  1833  with  those  subaequentiy  rendered,  and  by 
cmiparing  them  with  the  acxounta  of  the  collector  who  pre* 
ceded  him,  I  think  the  Tact  will  appear. 

"  Tiie  hr«t  charge  can  be  proved  by  F.  Secor  A,  Son,  of  this 
city ;  and  the  aeco.id  rharse  ciri  be  also  proved  by  the  compa- 
riaon  of  ?ho  arcoiinta,and  by  the  boatmen  in  Perth  Amboy, 
and  also  by  F.  W,  Hr:nlfy,  of  Perth  Amboy,  who  was  his 
deputy  for  some  limo,  and  waa  removed  from  office  because 
he  would  not  consent  lo  be  the  instrument  of  his  frauds.  Any 
communication  you  may  think  fit  to  make  to  me  will  be 
answered  promptly. 

"  Respectfully,  1  am  your  obedient  servant, 

"WILLIAM  VAN  HOOK. 

"The  Hon.  Lbvi  WooDBtTRY, 

"  Secretary  of  the  TVeaaury." 

"  WASRiifOTOii,  January  &  1836. 

"Sn:  I  traiiJimit,  herewith,  a  letter  to  you  from  William 
Van  Uouk,  Esq.,  of  New  York,  containing  a  representation  of 
fraoda  ufton  the  Government,  committed  by  Joseph  W.  Reck- 
less, Collector  of  the  Cusiome  at  Perth  Amboy.  in  New  JerMy. 

"  Mr.  Van  Ilouk  i*  a  ^entlemaa  of  high  standing  for  intagrity, 
and,  in  addiiiun  to  hia  repreaenuiion,  I  do  noi  hesitant  to  add 
my  own  belii'f  of  ibc  chaiiges  made  by  him  to  their  full  extent 
With  ih»  facta  rclatinv  to  the  tonnage  duty  on  the  achoooar 
Pacific,  I  am  (teraonally  aciiualnted;  and  the  receipt  of  the 
amount  of  914 ^  and  the  withholding  the  credit  for  it  to  tha 
Goveniment,  are  ikcts  of  which  no  doubt  exists. 

"Tiie  nvi>rcharge  of  wages  to  the  crew  of  the  revenue  boat, 
as  detailed  by  Mr.  Van  IlouJc,  ia  no  doubt  correcL  My  p«r> 
a-mal  observation  and  knowledge  of  the  employment  of  that 
boat  (being  in  view  of  my  own  house)  would  aatiafy  me  that 
tlie  account  rciidercd  ia  groaaly  overeliarged,  were  I  not  ap- 
ptizedof  the  fact  others  iae. 

'*  Circumataores,  unneceaary  here  to  be  detailed,  have  de- 
layed the  making  of  theae  chargea  officially  before  this  time : 
but  a  proper  examination  into  theeonduct  of  the  collector  will 
aubtftamiataiheee,  aod  probaUy  other  fraude. 

"  I  am,  with  great  respect,  air,  your  obedient  aervant, 

.  „       ,  "JAMBS  PARKER. 

"  Hon.  J-Evi  WoopBiniY, 

"JSeerelary  of  the  Treaeury.  Waehinrton.**  ■ 

Such  were  the  ehuma  ol  Mr.  Van  Hook«  Toaciied  by  the  i 
fkn.JAiinPAaa%£eBftiiMBbaKortbiHoiMoriUpra-  I 


aentativra,  and  a  partisan  of  the  Administration.     On  the 
Cih  of  January,  1836,  Mr.  Woodburr  notified   Reckless  of. 
the  charges,  and  asked  him  fur  explanaiions.     January  £3, 
,  1836,  Reckleas  replied,  as  follows : 

"  Washinotok,  January  22,  1835. 

"Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  lo  acknuwleiige  the  receipt  of  your 
leuer  of  the  b.h  instant,  coveting  a  copy  of  ci.argea  made 
againat  me,  in  mv  «>ffiri  .1  capaciiy,  to  tiie  depanmenl  over 
which  you  preside,  by  VViilium  Van  Il«i0k,  and  requesting  to 
be  ftimiahed  with  my  explanations  in  rcnrd  tu  the  tnme.  In 
accordance  with  that  request,  I  have  iho  honor  to  aiato,  in 
relation  to  the  firat  charge,  that,  when  I  came  into  office  aa 
Collector  at  Perth  Amboy,  I  found  the  acbooner  Pacific  under 
aeizure  by  my  pretleceaaor  for  a  violatiott  of  the  lawa  of  tlie 
United  Sutee.  Thia  veaasi  waa  a  faieign  bouom,  employed 
in  carrying  autne  from  South  Amboy  u>  New  York,  and  waa 
deatit^iie  of  pa|>era  at  the  time  she  was  seized. 

"  Boon  after  entering  upon  the  duties  of  my  olAce,  I  consulted 
the  district  attorney,  G.  1).  Wall,  E'q.,  aa  to  the  course  I  should 
pursue.  He  advised  me  to  adopt  that  course  by  which  I  could 
obtain  ike  value  of  the  veaael  without  further  delay.  In  ac- 
cordance with  that  advice,  I  made  a  compromise  with  Messrs. 
F.  Secor  A,  Son,  who  represented  the  owners,  and  received 
from  them  the  sum  of  two  huiHlred  dollars,  which  I  eonaidervd 
the  full  value  of  tlie  achooner.  and  a  sum  about  what  a  ahi|>- 
carpenter  valued  her  at.  Thia  sum  waa  held  to  meet  the 
various  claims  which  then  existed  against  the  veaael,  and  for 
which  I  had  made  niyaelf  liable ;  and,  wtien  fviid,  the  balance 
to  be  bioMght  to  the  credit  of  the  Government  in  my  accouota. 
The  chargea  which  I  have  paid  are  as  per  receipta  accompany- 
ing, via- 

August?,  1833.    M.  Bruen,  for  wharfage  •  -923  00 

SepL  28, 1833.    G.  D.  Wall,  District  Attorney,  for 

advice  and  directiona     •  •     41  40 

Dec.  30, 1834.    B.  Maurice,  wharlage  -29  29 


The  aum  received  in  eompromiee 
Balance  due  the  Gov enunent 
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"  This  aum  will  be  brdught  to  the  credit  of  the  department  in 
my  accounta  for  the  present  quarter. 

"  In  regard  to  the  aecond  charge,  it  ia  true  that  the  quarterly' 
accounts  which  have  been  rendered  by  me  do  embrace  a  sum 
beyond  that  which  has  been  paid  for  wages  to  the  boatmen  of 
the  revenue  barge,  becaure  incidental  expenses  have  been 
united  with  thoee  under  that  head  for  the  same  lime  ;  but  not 
one  aoua  haa  been  charged  which  haa  not  been  actually  ex- 
panded. When  I  came  into  office,  I  found  Mr.  F.  W.  Orinley 
in  that  of  deputy  collector.  He  au^geated  thia  mode  of 
charging  incidental  expenses ;  by  whicli  I  waa  led  to  suppose 
that  It  W.1S  in  accordance  with  the  eatablished  previous  usages 
of  the  office.  This  mode  of  keeping  Ihe  accounts  and  makmg 
thoee  charges  has  continued  ever  since. 

"Any  further  explanations  I  shall  at  all  times  be  happy  to 
give,  in  case  ihey  be  deemed  neceesnry. 

**  I  am,  very  reepectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

"J.  W.  RECKLESS. 

"  Ron.  I^Ti  WooDBUirr, 

"  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  Washington." 

With  thia  letter  the  two  receipts  for  wharfase,  and  the  re- 
ceipt of  Wall,  were  transmitted.  January  !M,  1836,  Woodbury 
notified  Van  Iluok  and  Parker  of  Reckle^'B  explanation,  in 
which  it  will  be  observed  he  admits  aecond  charge,  and  ofl'era 
excuse  for  it.  February  2^  1835,  Mr.  Van  Hook  replied,  as 
follows : 

"  Nbw  Yowc,  February  2, 1835. 

"  Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
letter  of  thelMih  ult.,  covering  a  copy  of  the  answer  of  J.  W. 
Recklees  to  the  charges  of  fraud  preferred  by  me  against  him, 
and  asking  my  *  assent  or  dissent  to  the  correctness  of  hia  ex- 
planations, and  whether  any  further  inquiry  is  desired.' 

"  Your  leuer  would  have  been  replied  to  sooner,  but  my  ab- 
sence from  town  has  prevented  it.  I  maintain  the  utter  un- 
truth of  the  explanations  he  has  made.  I  am  ready  to  prove 
the  truth  of  the  charges  made  in  all  such  parts  not  admitted 
by  Ihe  statement  of  Mr.  Rccklesa,  or  fully  to  the  extent  of 
them  aa  made,  in  auch  manner  aa  you  shall  require.  A  copy 
of  the  original  receipt  of  Mr.  Reckleas  for  the  money  received 
under  the  compromise,  and  which  1  can  produce  to  you,  will 
sliow  a  variance  of  the  items  contained  in  it,  and  in  hia  staic- 
inent,  and  will  show  an  afterthought  in  regard  to  the  amount 
he  alleges  he  haa  paid  out  of  the  sum  received ;  I  can,  by  thia 
and  other  testimony,  prove  that,  at  the  time  the  settlement  was 
nuule  for  the  tonnage  of  (he  achooner  Pacific,  the  accouma 
against  her  had  been  asceiuined,  and  that  they  were  aeparately 
and  specifically  paid  for  by  Meesra.  Secor,  the  owneis  of  the 
vessel,  and  will  therefore  fully  sustain  that  charge. 

"  nis  accounta  will  show  that  ke  has  applied  for,  and  obtain- 
ed from,  the  Treaaury,  large  suma  of  money  to  pay  the  rx* 
peiiaee  of  hia  office  since  the  receipt  of  this  money ;  and  I  can- 
not imagine  a  aaiiafaciory  reason,  why  an  honest  man  ahould 
conceal  the  r  ceipt  of  this  sum,  or  any  othei  ;  to  me,  the  lea- 
aon  he  aasigna  la  utterly  unsaiiafaciary,  because  1  believe  it 
untrue. 

"  Aa  regarda  the  boatmen's  wage«s  he  admits  the  amounu  are 
untrue,  and  that  the  sums  charged  hie  beyond  the  sums  paid. 
Tliat  charge  requires  no  fonlier  proof,  according  to  my  under- 
standing of  his  answer :  ahould  it  be  required,  I  will  furnish  it. 
I  deny  that  the  overplus  money,  or  difference  between  the 
money  paid  the  boatmen,  has  been  ex^oded  for  public  pur- 
poses, and  challenge  Mr.  Recklees  to  ahow  the  fact  I  aaaert 
that  it  was  applied  lo  his  own  use,  and  to  hia  emolument:  and 
thia  1  can  preve,  if  it  is  required.  Aa  legarda  the  reason  for 
aUting  hia  accounta  in  the  manner  he  allexes,  (hat  he  haa  done 
it  under  the  advice  of  Mr.  Brinley  ;  thia  I  also  deny.  1  will 
prove  by  Mr.  Brinley  that  it  is  wholly,  and  in  all  its  parts, 
untrue.  He  never  advised  the  mode  of  keeping  or  rendering 
his  accounts  aa  he  alleges ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  expressly 
stated  to  him,  at  the  time,  that  it  was  incorrect  and  improper. 

"I  am,  sir,  with  respect,  your  humble  and  obedient  servant, 

..«      -        ,«  "WM.  VAN  HOOK. 

"Hon.  Lbvi  WooDBTrRV, 

»*  Secretary  of  the  Treasury." 

Febniarr  7, 1836,  Woodbury  noUfied  Parker,  Van  Hook,  and 
J.  W.  Reckleas,  to  take  tffMaviia,  unon  notice,  ofwitneases,  for 
MM)  afilDBt  tlM  chjLigee.    On  the  diet  of  March,  18^  Jowph 


Marah,  Mayor  of  the  city  of  Perth  Amboy,  returned  and  cciti* 
fied  the  cxaminationa  had  before  him. 

"Mr.  Reckleaa  admita  that  the  auma  set  forth  in  tiie  state- 

mem  in  ihe  revenue  boatmen's  time-book,  aod  which  is  aei 

foidi  in  Mr.  Brinloy'a  affiJavii.  are  the  ruma  actualiy  f>«id  lo 

thelxMttinen,  aiid  no~inure,  in  the  acveml  quarters  men itooed. 

*J0:9EPH  MARdll, 

"  Mayor  of  the  city  of  Perth  Amboy. 

"  I,  Joaeph  Marah,  mayor  of  the  city  of  Penh  Amboy,  m  the 
Stale  of  hicw  Jeraey,  do  hereby  certi^  that,  on  |lie  ibinieih 
day  of  March  insunt,  Francis  w.  Brinley,  Beaj.  Mavrtee,  aod 
Jainee  Parker,  were  severally  duly  sworn  and  ezaauned  before 
me,  and  that  the  said  examinaliona  ire  hereonto  aaoexad,  and 
were  aigned  by  them,  reapectively,  and  wen  reduoed  to  writing 
in  mv  presence,  except  the  direct  examination  of  said  F.  W. 
Brinfev,  which  he  produced  lo  roe  in  his  own  ItandwritiBC.  aod 
was  admitted,  by  Mr.  Wall,  of  counsel  for  Mr  Racklea%  aliaBU 
be  received  as  hts  examjoation.  And  1  do  fonher  certify  that 
said  J.  W.  Reckless  attended  said  exammations^  and  Genet  B. 
Wall,  Esq.  his  couneel,  also  attended  aaid  exammarioi>e. 

^  in  witness  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  eubaciibed  my  of 
in  the  citv  of  Perth  Amboy,  this  ihirty-first  day  of  March,  1 
"JOSEPH  MARSH, 
"  Af«yor  <if  the  city  ^f  Perth  Ambey. 
"  1833— Jnn.  7.    To  70  SO-dSiha  admeasurement       -         tO  76 
Wharfage— Mr.  B  'a  wharf.  Dec  14  to  »  ;  ^j  ^ 


Jan.    8  in  I 
Dec.  20  to  Feb.  4, 


21  50 


Feb 


!b  1.    Wharfage— Mia.  P.'a  whf.  lo  July  15, 
1833, 23  at  Ik  27 
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"  Receired.froro  F.  Secor  the  above  iSOO  in  fiill  far  a 
for  light  tonnage  against  schooner  Pacific 

«J.  W.  R,,  CoOectar. 

*' EXHIBIT  L 
^'1833.  ScHOOMBB  Pacific,  Db. 

Jan.  7.  To  admeasuremeot  of  vessel,  70  80-96tha^  at 

I  cent  •  W  7» 

To  wharfage,  at  Bfr.  Brucnt  wharf;  from 
Jan.  8  to  l4,  0  Jays  •    tl  50 

From  Jan.  14  tu  Feb.  26,  at  the  wharf, 
41  days        -  -   21  50 

.  29  69 

Feb.  26.  To  wharfuce,  at  Mrs.  Patrick's  wharf,  up 
to  July  13.  IS33,  19  weeks  4  days,  at 
tl  50  per  Week       •  •  S»  S 

To  tonnage  monev,  at  50  cen's  per  ton  at 
each  trip,  four  trips  to  and  from  South  Amboy         -        117  01 

«2r]0« 


"  Received  the  above  amoimt  of  two  hnodied  d«<lara,  ia  ftiS 
for  expensee  against  the  seiioooer  Pacific,  and  pnor  to  dare. 
^J.  W.  &ECKt£&S,  CaUteStr. 
"  Port  or  Pbbth  Axbot,  V.  J. 

"  The  above  for  Francis  Secor,  and  delivered  to  turn.  Jaty  f&, 
1833.  J.  UAmOL 

"  I,  Francis  W.  Rrinley,  of  Penh  Amboy,  in  the  Stale  of  New 
Jersey,  do  solemnly,  sincerely,  and  truly  bwear  to  ihe  nvill  of 
the  following  statement : 

"  That  I  was  deputy  collector  and  inspector  of  the  entfens 
for  the  district  of  Penh  Ambuy  from  the  llih  day  of  Nov««- 
ber,  1S30,  to  the  7th  day  uf  May,  1S34;  daring  whkhnwMl 
served  under  Jamea  Parker,  collector,  until  the  l»  day  of  Apt^ 
1833,  and  on  hia  resignation,  at  the  last  mentioned  da&e,  eaider 
Jotfeph  W.  Recklufea,  hia  auccesaorin  office. 

"That,  during  the  whi.le  of  aaiU  time,  it  was  part  of  my  dvy 
to  prepare  iind  make  out  the  quarterly  accounts  »  rtd  rr 
I  be  oflice,  under  direction  of  i4ie  coHecror  for  the  time  I 
be  transmiued  to  the  Trer.auiy  Uepaiiroeni,  at  Wael 
ader  the  same  bad  been  examined,  corrected,  aod  aagrked  by  tk» 
collector. 

"  That,  in  the  first  or  eariy  part  of  the  momh  of  Jefy,  1£BG^ 
Joseph  W.  Reckieas  being  then  collector.  I  made  oat  tJir  ac 
couitta  and  returna  lor  the  aecond  quaner  of  that  year,  (eariaf 
3Uih  June,)  according  to  the  eeiabiirihed  forms  and  lewrwcxiooi 
fMU  tha  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury:  which  forma  I  had. 
from  my  finst  holding  the  office,  univeraaily  followed;  chaigks 
Only  to  the  revenue-boat  account  and  pay>nril  the  soma  actaa% 
paid  to  the  boatmen,  which  sums  were  atcenained  each  qwancr 
from  a  rough  tiook  keot  for  the  purpose,  called  the  * itiiser 
boatmen's  time-hook ;'  wherein  were  noted  the  days  &ed  aaaw 
t4ial  each  of  the  boatmen  waa  employ*  d ;  and  scanag  the coe- 
tingeiit  or  incidental  expenses  of  the  office  tiot  dtugr^bis  ~" 
United  Slates  in  the  'sttiemoni  of  Alary,  fees,  cm*  to 
expenditures,'  foe  the  quarter— as  will  appear  by  r 
theae  accounts  sent  to  the  Pirsi  Auditor  of  the  Ti< 
which  were  proved  to  be  correct  by  their  allowaoce 
alteration.  These  accounts  for  the  quarter  were  mimaely  ex 
amined  by  Joeeph  W.  Reckless,  and  many  ques'tona  as^ed  ky 
him  relauve  thereto,  which  I  anewered,  and  also  reMTnd  kaa 
to  the  printed  forms  and  instructions  J  rom  the  CWmipoaterst 
the  Treasury,  and  the  accounts  of  Mr.  Parker,  bis  predBCassv 
in  the  office ;  from  which,  and  the  knowledge  be  had  then  ob- 
tained of  the  duties  of  collector,  ^during  the  ihree  maeHhB  he 
had  then  been  in  oflfice,)  Mr.  Reckleaa  was  eari^fcd  ol  thsr  ' 
correclneea,  and  the  aame  were  aigned  by  him  and  sei^  to  tbi 
Firat  Auditor  of  the  Treaaury,  ar  before  atatcd,  and  aficwcd 
wltliout  alteration. 

''  The  achooner  Pacific  ^foreign  bottom)  had.  prevkns  fea  tkt 


reaicnation  of  Mr.  Parker,  been  aeized  by  h:iD 
the  lawa  of  the  United  Stales  regulatin£  the  coasting  indi^  Ir 
carrying  atone  from  the  State  of  New  York  to  the  CaiedBB  «■ 
South  Amboy  Railroad,  at  South  Amboy ;  azMl  in  the  aanc 
of  the  Comptroller  of  the  Treaaury,  under  date  of  6Ji  Fciraaq^ 
1833,  to  Mr.  Parker'a  letter  advising  of  the  seizure  aid  Mfn"^ 
ing  inurucliooa,  he  directs,  *  to  charge  the  vccart  for  eae»»| 
you  can  aacertain  ahe  haa  made  aioce  eke  wae  aodd  m  m 
iJniied  Siatea.'  Air.  Parker  according Iy  proceeded  »  eafftf 
proof,  and  obtained  frem  Mr.  Thomaa  ODnarer,  a^eM  at  ta# 
Amboy  Jbr  the  Camden  and  Amboy  BaBioad,  a  Hk  oTdhrdMi 
of  eleven  tripe  nade  by  the  ""^ ''" 
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of  Mr.  Conover  to  Mr.  P<iriter  was  dated  \9(tx  February,  1933, 
and  (with  the  letter  of  tha  Comptroller)  iti,  or  ouslic  to  bo,  now 
oa  file  in  the  collector's  otfice  at  Perth  Amboy.    These  two 
letters  were  handed  over  by  Mr.  Parker  to  Mr.  Recklods  on  the 
Ist  day  of  April,  1833,  with  a  niemomndum  of  the  iiaio  of  the 
sixure,  of  the  time  the  veadel  hail  snbaeauenilv  laiii  at  the 
wharf  of  Matthias  Bruen,  and  the  date  when  she  was  taken 
frora  thence  to  the  wharf  of  Marr  Ann  Patrick;  at  which 
laTttr  wharf  she  was  stiiJ  lying  under  seizure  on  the  1st  April. 
IS33L    The  b.il  or  memorandum  delivered  by  Mr.  Parker  to 
Mr.  Reck  teas  was  as  fulfowi :  ^ 

Cbaciiog  the  vessel  with  admotsorement       •     ■  tO  7K 

TBBO^SthstonsaifiOcentsperion,  t37  90, 11  trips    -     416  90 
l¥barfitg»  at  Mr.  Dniea's  wharf  (stating  the  dates  and 

time)    -  ...  .  .  .2300 

**Dne  when  the  vessel  was  remoy^  ta  M.  A.  Patrick's 
whiftrt,  and  rate  of  whar&ge. 

**Tbe  schooner  continued  to  lie  at  Mn.  Patrick's  wharf  trniil 
•he  was  i;i?on  up  by  Mr.  Reckless. 

"In  July  following,  (1833,)  I  w^as  informed  by  Mr.  Re  kless 
tbat  he  had  agreed  to  deliver  up  the  schooner  to  Francis  Secoi 
4t  don,  New  York,  wlio  were,  or  who  represented  the  owners, 
for  two  hundred  dollars. 

"-I  stated  to  Mr.  Heckleas,  that  this  arFarigemeotdid  not  fol- 
low the  instructions  of  the  (;omptroll«r  of  the  Treasury  in  his 
letter  before  referred  to,  of  6th  Febniarv.  1833,  which  was  the 
ouly  instruction  in  the  case.  8o  m  after,  Mr.  Reckless  made  out 
sin  account  against  Francis  Secor  ft  S^iA  from  the  memorandum  . 
left  by  Mr.  Parker,  of  which  account  iheamall  bill  in  Mr.  Reck- 
leas's  handwriting,  now  submiiied,  (marked  V,)  was  the  cura- 
roencement.  Mr.  Reckl^ff  went  to  New  York,  and  on  or  about 
the  17th  day  of  July  retuined  to  Perth  Anitioy.  and  ihe  next  day 
left  for  his  residence  in  Monmouth  couuiy ;  .r.  .ic  was  there,  ^ 
•  perxm,  whu  suied  tliat  he  was  the  son  of  Mr.  Francis  Secor, 
came  to  the  office  and  stated  to  me  that  Ids  father  hsd  paid  Mr. 
ReckleM  the  twe  hundred  dollars  for  the  release  of  the  schoon* 
er,  ana  presented  me  an  order  on  Mr.  Reckless,  from  Francis 
Secor,  for  the  vessel.  I  told  him  tliat  T  had  received  no  instruc* 
tioQs  to  deliver  the  vessel,  but  had  oo  doubt  that  the  order  was 
correct ;  yet  I  could  not  abandon  the  vessef  to  him :  but,  never. 
4heiefls,  he  mirht  go  on  board  and  pui  the  sal]s,  rigging,  drc,  in 
order  for  a  rcmovul,  and  tliat  Mr.  Reckless  would  be  in  Amboy 
shortly,  whiAi  he  would  do  every  thhig  necessary  and  proper. 
Oa  Mr.  Recklefs's  return  to  Amboy,  the  vessel  was  delivered 
up  by  him. 

^*  In  the  next  weekly  return  of  moneys  received  and  expend- 
ed in  the  office,  1  entered  to  the  credit  of  the  United  States  the 
Sroceedj  of  the  two  hundred  dollars,  but  was  inrformed  by  Mr. 
Leckless  tliat  he  was  not  yet  reaily  for  such  entry  to  be  made. 
I  consequently  made  out  another  weekly  return,  omitting  the 
above  credit.  For  several  successive  weekly  returns  I  a;lverted 
to  tile  two  hundred  dollar?,  and  always  received  lor  answer  that 
it  should  not  be  credited;  I  especially  asked  if  it  should  be 
eredltedgSt  the  tSme  of  making  out  the  accounts  for  the  quarter 
ending  aOth  September,  1833.  and  received  the  same  answer; 
1  eubseGuently  spoke  of  it  .to  him  at  various  limee^  but  got  no 
■atisfactnm.  The  affair  remained  in  this  same  i^siiion  when  I 
left  the  office  in  May,  1834. 

**  In  the  mean  time,  I  stated  tiie  above-mentioned  facts,  as 
Well  as  others  Kereinader  rneutioned,  as  they  occurreil  to  cer- 
tain gfrntlemen,  and  consulted  with  them  on  the  b<»t  cour  e  I 
ehoura  parsoe.    A  resignuiion  was  suggested  as  the  most  dis* 
tinci  and  proper :  but  I  was  advised  to  temahi  in  the  office,  and. 
Oft  any  facts  occurred  of  the  nature  of  those  before  stated,  to 
make  them  known  in  the  same  manner,  as  the  prospective 
means  of  satisfying^njr  future  inquiry  that  might  be  made,  or 
any  ezpoditiou  that  1  might  in  future  make  of  the  transaction. 
*'  Belore  making  out  tiic  acxiwuots  for  the  second  quarter,  1833, 
am  above  stated,  I  mentioned  to  Mr.  Reckless  thai  he  would  re- 
qaire  about  six  hundred  dollais  to  pay-ihe  inspector's  and  other 
bills  for  the  quarter,  and  that  it  was  necea<mry  to  write  to  the 
C3omptroller  of  the  Treasury,  who  would  supply  the  requisite 
raiti.     Mr.  Reckleas  said  that  if  he  had  to  draw,  he  would  draw 
for  a  good  round  sum.  say  three  or  four  thonsiind  dollars ;  1  told 
Ilim  but  six  hundred  dollard  were  required:  he  (hen  directed 
Aie  lo  write  a  letter  to  the  Oanipimder  uf  the  Treasury,  st«iting 
the  necessity  of  the  office,  and  asking  for  two  thousand  dollars, 
which  1  aceoidiiigly  did;  and,  to  the  best  of  my  recoiiec(i'>n, 
Mr.  Reckless  copied  this  letter,  and  sem  the  copy  to  the  Comp- 
cr  jller,  ^hu  attswered,'  under  date  of  23d  of  July,  1833,  that  the 
collector  at  Now  York  was  authorized  u>  pay  him  two  thousand 
dollars ;  «rhich  sum  was  received  before  his  accounts  for  said 
eeconU  quarter  were  transmitted  to  Wsshington ;  which  waS)  so 
larae  my  recolleciion  serves  me,  on  or  about  the  1st  of  August, 
1833  ;  aiMi  the,bills  were  paid  out  of  the  mone^  so  received. 
Xhe  receipt  of  the  two  thousand  dollars  being  after  the  expira- 
tj»i  of  said  second  quarter,  they  eonid  not  possHbly  be  entered 
CO  the  credit  of  Government,  in  those  accounis;  but,  of  courw, 
euxNi  over  to  be  entered  in  the  accounts  for  the  quarter  in  which 
ic  was  received'    The  above  accounts  fur  the  second  quarter  of 
1833  were  examined  and  allowed  at  Washington .  and  in  a 
leftter  of  30Ch  of  AugusL  IS33,  the  Comptroller,  overlo.iking  the 
fact  of  ihs  two  thousand  dollars  already  advanced,  stated  to  him 
thsat  (he  collector  at  New  York  was  auihorteed  U)  pay,  to  his  or- 
der,  six  bindreddollare,  as;  in  settlement  of  the  balance  of  five 
hundred  and  (hiny-five  dollars  and  ei'htvsix  cents,  standing 
ia   the  eaid  accounts  as  advanced  by  Mr.  Reckless;  but  which 
bOLlsince,  however,  had  been  arranged  by  the  prior  advance  of 
t  e  two  ihousami  dollars,  and  was  acioallly  a  part  thereof. 

^*  Mr.  Reckless,  on  the  recei^it  of  this  letter,  said  that  he 
nvoald  draw  for  die  nx  hundred  dollars.  I  stated- to  him  that 
the  authority  to  draw  lor  that  sum  was  evidently  occasioned  by 
the  CompUoUer  havinit  overlooked  the  advance  of  two  thousand 
<Iollars  just  before  made;  and  I  polmeil  out  the  mode  that 
QV^hi  lo  be  followei)  under  such  circumstances.  Be  stiid  he 
did  not  care  for  that ;  that  it  was  the  business  of  Mr.  Anderson, 
aod  not  his;  and  that,  as  he  bad  iho  order,  he  would  ^ei  the 
money  ;  which  was  soon  aAcr  obtained  from  (he  collector  at 
Now  York. 

••In  makio'out  the  accounts  for  the  tJiW  quarter,  1833,1 
crodued  the  Government  hr  ii,0  tWJ  thoatmitd  Uolhra,  and  aieo 
for  the  ab.»vtf  sia  hwnired  OnUafe  (nQ^^"J^fiding  Afr.  Keck- 
IMS  bad  not  advised  lo^of.hs  rec^'P^ ^^  ^^'^  '^»t  ■um)ina 
rou.fh  general  »ccom  cu^"*.  lit^i^^^^ }^  collector's  m- 
sper:ur.n.  This  was //»  rff^^r,  ^^-  ^r.  Jleckiem  ex- 
a!bined  the  ssroA  «o'^  '>/ ^'^r  .^^.("^  9t/fl»//«?ii,  if  ihesix 
.    hundred  doliani  *v<w  to  l  \0aj^,teA  'IL**'^  'n(f^   3f^iV  and 

not  chargesWe  ta  ^  SK^.^^JT/t^  ^^t  J&»  wr««'deter- 
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amount  of  forty- three  dutlars  ninety-five  cents,  contingent  ex  ' 
pciises  of  the  setood  quarter,  18^  (alreadv  sent,  as  before 
stated,  lb  the  First  Auditor  of  the  Trea&ury,  id  the  '•utement 
of  salary,  fees,  embiumeots,  and  expenditures  for  tliat  quarter' 
and  adjusted,)  and  aluo  to  cluirge  the  amount  of  thirty-nine 
dollars  seventy-five  cents,  the  amount  of  centingent  expenses 
for  this  third  quarter,  Ui  the  same  account  current.  I  stated  lo 
him  that  it  could  not  be  done,  as  it  was  directly  contrary  to  the 
esiabliahed  forms  and  instructions  from  the  Comptroller;  and 
beigtdes,  tlial  the  forty-three  dollars  ninety-five  cents  haid  al- 
reaily  been  -tated  and  sent  on  in  "the  accounts  for  the  second 
qimrter,  IS33,  with  the  vouchers  for  tliat  sum,  and  had  been  ez- 
aminedand  ndlusted  at  Washington.  It  could  not,  therefore, 
with  any  plea  of  right  or  correctness,  be  now  again  eiiber  en- 
tered or  stated  in  the  acoonnis  for  the  present  quarter ;  nor 
could  the  thirty-nine  dollan  seventy-five  cents  be  debited  Guv- 
ernment,  as  it  was  plain,  from  the  vouchors,  that  it  was  not 
chargeable  to  the  United  States ;  and,  upon  examination  of  the 
accuunis  with  such  chtrges  ip  them,  at  Washington,  that  li 
would  not  be  looked  upon  as  a  blunder,  but  as  an  evideut  inten* 
tton  of  wormmg  money  out  of  Ooveinmeni ;  and  that  the  sums 
wouM  certainly  not  be  allowed ;  moreover,  that  I  was  unwil* 
ling  accounts,  with  such  charges  in  them,  sliouid  go  on  to 
Wabhin^ton  in  my  hindwritiuc,  as  it  would  certainly  be  evi- 
dent to  the  Firs-  Auditor  of  the  Treasuty,  from  account-"?  previ- 
ously made  out  by  roe,  ihai  I  knew  better.  Mr.  Reckless,  ne- 
vertheless, insisted  on  mv  making  such  ontries  In  the  general 
account  curreut,  saying  that,  as  an  inferior  officer,  \  was  bound 
to  oliey  his  orders ;  and  that^  in  all  sveuUi,  the  responsibiiiiy 
resti'it  on  him.  I  accori^ingly  made  out  the  acceuai  current  as 
he  oMeted. 

*'The  tevonue  boatmsn^s  acosunt  for  this  third  quarter  was 
madf  out  truly  and  correctly,  as  ia  the  second  quarter. 

'iny  letter  of  the  iSth  of  December,  1833,  from  the  Comp- 
trollrr,  advising  adjustment  of  the  above-men uoued  accounts 
for  t>  third  quarter,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  sum  of  forty-three 
dollars  ninefy-five  ceols,  as  above-ineiMioned,and  fifteen  doMars 
seven!  v-ffv'e  cents  of  tiie  thirty-nine  dotlarp  seventy-five  cents, 
were  aisallowed ;  making  about  the  sum  of  sixty  dollars  for  tlie 
second  and  thiixl  quarters  of  1833  not  chargeable  to  the  United 
9tau  *.  The  general  account  current  for  this  ihiid  quarusr  was 
other  .vise  defective,  in  nut  having  a  credit  to  Government  of 
the  proceeds  of  two  hundred  dollars  obtained  for  schooner  Pa- 
cific, nor  a  credit  of  the  six  hundred  dollars  obtained  fro  u  the 
collector  at  New  York,  on  the  authority  of  the  Comptroller's 
letter  of  August  30, 1833,  before  referred  to,  I  several  times 
alter  this  adverted  to  die  six  hundred  dollars  in  making  em  the 
week  y  returns,  until,  on  doing  so  on  the  16<h  December,  1833, 
he  Sold  that  he  supposed  it  might  then  come  in,  and.entered  it 
himself  in  the  book  of  Weekly  returns,  as  thai  book  will  testify 
on  inspection. 

**From  this  lime  my  convemtions  with  Mr.  Reckless  were 
very  few  and  short,  on  any  subject,  for  reasons  which  I  do 
not  consider  necessary  to  state  in  this  deposition,  as  not  bearing 
on  the  matter  in  ^luestion.  -My  situation  was  in  every  sense 
morn  fying  and  irksome. 

« In  January,  1834,  while  I  was  preparing  the  accounts  and 
returns  for  the  fourth  quarter  of  1833,  Mt.  Reckless  ordeccd 
me  to  make  out  the  revenue  boat  and  pay  roll  of  the  seamen 
blank:  that  is,  tA  leave  the  money  cohimns  in  these  accounts 
blank.  I  had,  consequently,  to  leave  the  corresponding  debit  u> 
the  United  States,  in  the  general  account  current,  blank  also ; 
and  m  this  state  th«se  accounts,  with  the  rest  of  the  accounts 
for  the  quarter,  were  laid  on  Mr.  Reckless's  table,  in  the  office ; 
they  lay  there  aeveial  days,  until  1  suggested  to  him  that  ibey 
ought  10  be  compleud  and  sent  on ;  he  requested  me  to  get  the 
boafmcn  to  como  up  to  the  office,  which  I  immediately  did.  all 
except  James  Seguinc,  who  was  absent  at  New  York  to  pilot  a 
bris  lo  Amboy ;  Mr.  Reckless  i-squiisied  me  to  sign  for  James 
Seguiiie,  which  I  did  (he  being  absent)  in  the  presence  of  the 
other .  boatmen.  Afier  the  other  boatmen  had  signed,  Mr. 
Reckless  asked  me  how  much  money  they  were  to  receive  1  I 
told  him  fifty-three  dollars,  per  revenue  boatmen  time-book, 
which  I  presented  to  him.  Luke  Ross,  one  of  the  boatmen, 
could  not  sign  his  name,  and  requested  me,  as  usyal,  to  write  it 
for  him,  he  inakhig  his  mark.  Mr.  Reckless  then  gave  me 
fiAy -three  dollars,  and  I  paid  the  boatmen  in  his  presence. 
The  amount  due  James  Scf  uine  was,  I  think,  paid  to  Frttncis 
Seguine,  his  son,  to  be  delivered  to  his  father.  This  was  the 
general  rule  in  tne  absence  of  any  boatmen  Al  ihs  time  ofmak- 
lug  payment  foi  ihe.qaarter.  I  tiad,  at  umea,  before  signed  for 
the  ubaeut  boatmen,  but  the  accounts  were  always,  belore  this, 
complete,  and  filled  with  the  right  sums.  The  bwatmea,  on  be- 
ing paid,  immediately  left  the  office.  I  presume  it  is  necessary 
here  lot  mc'to  t\Mt  tJiat,  immediately  alter  the  Ixwtmen  left  the 
office,  my  impiessions  wpre  unfavorable,  and  that,  in  conse- 
quence. 1  again  laid  the  accoums  so  signed  oo  Mr.  Reckless's 
table ;  and  the  next  morning  (Mr.  Parker  being  absent  al 
Wacihiiigton)  stated  the  above  lacts  to  William  Whitehead,  Esq., 
personallyr  and  it  was  suggesttd  that  I  tiad,  under  the  circuin- 
siadces,  better  proceed  in  the  manner  I  had  begun,  and  lei  ttie 
accounis  go  on  as  they  were ;  tiiat  I  was  efieGtsally  justified  in 
doing  BO,  by  its  tending  still  uiore  to  confirm  circumstances  be- 
fore communicated;  and  that  my  making  them  known  m  the 
manner  I  had,  was  an  evidence  of  my  not  cuinriding  with  Mr. 
Reckless.  The  abovemeniioned  accounts  lay  oo  the  table  for 
several  davs  more,  until  Mr.  Reckless  staled  to  me  that  h6 
wanted  to  send  them  o  i  to  Washingt(*n  by  that  day's  mail,  and 
selected  the  boat  account  and  pay  roll,  and  reqtured  me  to  fill 
up  the  blanks  opposue  the  numes  signed  as  above,  so  as  to 
make  one  hundred  and  thirteen  dollars.  I  adverted  to  the  fact 
that  this  sum  exceeded  thai  actually  paid  the  boatmen,  by  sixty 
doliars;  he  said  that  would  cover  contingent  expenses.  I  U)ld 
him  that  it  was  incorrecl;  when  be  plainly  and  distinctly  said 
that  he  was  determined  to  get  it  out  of  Government ;  tiiai  he 
had  consulted  Mr.  Lyon,  deputy  collector  at  New  York,  who 
lud  told  him  that  it  could  be  entered  in  this  manner.  H<s  siatwl 
more  on  the  subject,  in  an  urgent  manner,  which  I  <lo  not  now 
recollcci ;  and  1  rffltcicd  that,  however  the  accounts  went  on, 
I  would,  at  a  proper  time,  put  it  i  ight ;  and,  on  his  again  reqiur- 
ing  me  to  complete  the  accounts  in  the  manner  above  mention- 
ed, I  did  as  I  was  ordered ;  directly  afterwards,  when  he  went 
out  of  the  office,,  with  the  papen,^  to  the  post  office,  noting  the 
circumstances,  and  the  next  day  (Mr.  Parker  «  eing  still  absent) 
suited  them  to  William  Whitehead,  Esq.,  and  to  Robert  A. 
Thorp,  a"nd  particularly  advisin*  with  Mr.  Whitehead,  to  whom 
I  showed  the  mRmemndum  in  tne  collvcior's  office,  and  u>  Mr. 
Thorp  at  his  store.  \  state  this  circumstance,  liecause  that  me- 
morandum has  been  lost  or  mislaid,  and  after  diligent  search 
cannot  be  found.  Either  <Xi  the  above-merftioned  gjMiUemen 
can,  I  have  do  doubt,  ^alify  to  the  above  teeie.  TIm  mbMaoce 


of  that  memorandum  was  of  such  a  nature  as  to  be  indelibly 
impressed  on  my  memory. 

'*  If  it  be  asked  why  I  signed  the  nay-roU  for  the  boatmen, 
Luke  Ross  and  Jamss  Beguioe,  in  blank,  (as  stated,^  I  can  an- 
swer, thai  it  was  done  by  the  order  of  the  cplleoior ;  and  under 
that  order  I  mechanicaHy  signed  ioit  them  as  I  had  usually  be* 
fore  done,  but  at  tiie  time  not  adveitiog  to  any  circumstance 
that  might  iliciealter  accrue  m  consequence  of  my  liaving  dmie 
so ;  besides,  I  did  not  suspect,  until  immediately  after  the  boe^ 
men  left  the  office,  that  aoy  thing  wrt>ng  was  intended  in  the 
transaaion,  because  bonds  and  other  psriers  are  frequently 
signed  in  blank  in  the  custom-house,  to  be  filled  up  thereafter 
at  iBisure;  and  when  subsequently  I  was  required  to  fill  the 
blanks  wiUi  a  sum  which  I  knew  tb  be  incorreci,  I  remonstratfd 
on  the  impropriety  of  such  chargen,  until,  as  an  inferior  offi. 
cer,  an  aUsoluie  requirement  to  do  so,  1  ut  not  without  at  the 
same  time  communicating  the  facte  lo  Messrs.  Wbiiehead  and 
Thorp,  and  making  a  private  memorandum,  in  oider  that  at  a 
proper  time  the  transaction  might  be  fully  explained  by  an  ex* 
position  that  might  thereafter  be  made  bv  me.  Whiie  ^uotinu* 
ing  in  office,  I  was  fretjueotly  admonisned  of  tlie  necessity  of 
iny  obeying,  as  an  inferior  officer,  ths  commands  of  my  supe> 
rior :  but  at  the  same  time  ii  was  a  duiv  I  owed  to  oiyaelf 
to  take  care  that  my  own  conduct,  under  whatever  ctrcumetan- 
ces,  could  be  shown  to  be  governed  explicitly  by  correct  mo- 
tives. 

'^In  making  out  the  accounts  for  the  first  quarter  of  IA34, 
(in  April  of  iliat  year,)  I  was  determined  to  foresiall,  as  much 
as  in  my  power,  tiie  foregoing  method  of  proceeding  in  regard 
to  the  revenue  boat  account  and  pay>rolL  and  filled  the  columns 
of  the  pay.xoil  with  the  sum  in  figures  of  three  dollars  (S3)ea'-h 
man,  (there  bcii^  four  men,)  which  was  the  ikciuatsum  they 
were  to  receive  for  this  quarter.  I  filled  up  the  general  account 
current  and  the  other  papers  accordingly,  and  placed  all  ilie 
accounts  readv  for  signature  on  Mr.  Reckleas's  table  for  his  ex- 
amination and  signature.  They  lay  tiwre  (or  more  then  a  week, 
until  one  day,  in  overlooking  them,  Mr.  Reckless  said  to  me, 
*  vou  have  only  put  the^um  that  the  boatmen  are  to  receive  on 
the  pay-roll.'  I  told  him  'yes:  and  that  1  had  filled  the  co- 
lumns of  the  other  accounis  accordingly.'  He  said  he  *  would 
not  have  it  so,  and  that  it  must  be  altered,'  1  (old  him  *  It  would 
not  do ;'  but  he  required  me  to  erass  the  figures  '3'  in  the  (av- 
roll ;  which  I  did ;  lie  standing  by  in  such  a  manner  as  tiiai  the 
erasure  could  be  plainly  perceived,  and  intentionally  left  so  by 
me.  I  ipimediaiely  went  out  of  the  office,  determined  to  have 
nothing  to  do  with  paying  the  boatmen.  In  a  day  or  two  I  was 
sent  to  the  beach  to  superintend  the  discbarge  of  a  wreck,  and 
when  1  reiumad  two  of  the  boatmen  had  signed  the  pay-roll ; 
the  two  others  signed  afterwards,  in  my  prcscnro.  The  boat- 
men were  not  then  paid,  nor  did  they  leceive  their  ihree  dol- 
lars each  from  Mr.  Reckless  until  some  time  after  the  7ih  of 
Hay.  I  did  nut  eee  the  boatmen  paid,  as  I  was  not  (hen  in  ufficr  3 
but  I  sscertained  from  each  of  them  that  they  liad  rsceivru 
their  three  dollars. 

**Oo  or  about  the  last  of  April,  or  1st  ef  Msy,  Mr.  Recklen 
brought  the  accounts,  ftnr  ths  first  quarter  of  1634  to  ray  desk, 
and  required  me  to  fill  the  pay-roll  with  the  sumof  twenty-nine 
dollars  opposite  u>  each  m^n's  name,  maiung  the  uital  sum  of 
one  huntlred  and  sixteen  dollars.  I  remonstratml  ft>r  some  time  ^ 
but,  having  fully  made  up  my  mind  as  to  the  course  I  shooitl 
pursue,  1  did  as  I  was  ordered,  carefuMy  placing  ths  figurra 
'29'  to  the  left  hand  uf  ihe  '3's,'  before  oiase<i;  which  fttct  is 
subsumtiated  by  duu  document,  now  in  Wsshtogton.  I  imme- 
diately afterwards  made  the  circuofistances  known  lo  proper 
persons.  1  did  not  remaJn  more  ttian  a  day  or,  two  lunger  m 
the  office,  and.  of  course,  can  give  no  further  informatitm. 

^'I  never  ialofmed  Mr.  Reckless  that  it  was  the  usage  of  the 
office  to  charge  the  incidental  expenses,  and  cover  them  by  the 
receipts  of  the  boatmen  of  the  revenue  boat.  It  never  wss 
done  unul  the  making  up  of  the  accounui  fur  the  foorih  qUanor 
of  1833,  wtdch  were  made  up  in  the  month  of  January,  IKM.  He 
doss  know  that  the  boatmen  always  received  the  sum  specified  in 
dieir  accounts  until  the  lourib  quarter  of  1833;  and  iJiat  dnrin^ 
the  time  thai  Mr.  Parker  was  collector,  the  boatmen  always  re- 
ceived the  sum  specified  In  their  receipt.  Witness  hse  looked 
into  the  revenue  boatmen's  time-book,  produced  by  (he  coiier- 
tor,  anditfppearstlial  the  amount  paid  to  the  boaimcn  for  their 
services  for  the  second  quarter  of  1834  is  93o  only  :  it  appears, 
by  the  account  rendered  to  the  Government  by  the  coUector, 
that  he  charges  9124  for  boatmen's  wsges.  lie  has  looked  into 
the  book  proiiuced  by  the  collector  for  tne  thiid  quarter  of  l:fiM, 
and  finds  tiiat  the  sum  of  945  is  the  sym  set  oown  as  paid  to 
the  boatmen  for  that  quarter :  tiie  account  rendered  to  the  Gov. 
crnottot  shows  the  amount  paid  to  the  boatmen  for  that  quarter, 
OS  charged  by  him,  $124. 

*'The  annexed  receiin,  signed  by  J.  W.  Reckless,  collector, 
port  of  Penh  Amboy,  New  Jersey,.b»aring  date  July  18,  IWS, 
Is  in  ilie  haudwriiing  of  J.  W.  Reckless. 

"  Being  crofls-examined  by  (^enersl  Wall,  hs  counsel  fur  the 
collector,  he  saiih  the  blanks  in  the  boatmen's  acsount  lor  the 
fourth  quarter  of  1833  were  filled  up  by  bim,  bt  order  uf  the 
collector;  that  the  difference  between  the  sum  fiiled  up  in  the 
receipt  and  the  sum  acfially  received,  he  said,  would  cover  iho 
cbniingent  expenses,  which  had  been  disallowed  by  the  Gov- 
ernment. Tuese  c^ntin^eiit  expenses  were  those  charged  bv 
order  s^  the  collector  to  the  debit  of  the  United  Siafei',  in  tho 
general  account  of  the  third  quarter  of  1833,  and  dinaliowed  at 
Washington  by  the  ComptioUer's  leuer  of  IBth  December, 
1833.  The  blanks  in  the  boatmen's  receipt  fur  thr  first  quarter 
of  the  yeifT  1831  were  filled  up  by  the  wiuiess,  by  the  order  of 
the  collector.  That  he  did  not  tell  witness  what  constituted  the 
diflerence,  ttr  how  it  was  made  up,  between  the  sum  actually 
paid  and  the  sum  specified  in  the  receipt ;  nor  did  tlie  wi:netM 
V't  himJiow  it  was  made  ouu  On  reeuilectioii,  he  thinks  that 
Mr.  Reckledss  did,  at  ilic  time  of  filling  up  tliese  recaipis,  make 
a  caiculatton  on  niy  deek  relative  to  the  euin,  but  wiinesti  cannot 
tell  what  it  was.  That  at  this  time  ray  feelings  were  very  much 
excited.  Th.it  he  remembers  going  twice  to  the  eea-sitore  u> 
attend  the  dii^eharge  of  the  cargoes  of  wrecks.  On  those  oc- 
casions, Mr.  Reckless  advanced  him  money  for  his  expenses, 
and  of  the  inspectors  who  went  with  him,  and  for  which  he  ac- 
counted  to  the  collecuir  on  his  return.  That  these  expenses 
were  covered  by  the  inspectors'  receipts  for  an  extra  number 
of  days,  sufficient  to  rover  the  amount.  This  was  acreeabie  b> 
the  usage  in  the  office  before  Mr.  Reckle«rame  there,  and 
while  witnfr«  was  in  the  office ;  and  witness  always  undersioori 
that  it  was  the  custom  in  ail  custom  houses,  and  particularly  '\\\ 
New  York.  F.  W.  BRINLEY 

**8wom  at  Perth  Amboy,  the  30th  day  of  March,  1836  le- 
fore  me,  JOBEFH  MaRBU, 

'-^^'- cU^f,/ Perth  Ambo^. 
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Defalcation  of  public  officers^^Mr.  Wise. 


H.  of  Rep6« 


"  Oenjaniin  Maurice,  being  duly  aworn,  dopoaeth  and  aaiih  : 
He  ramemtMra  that  itio  schooner  Pacific  waa  at  Mr*.  Pairick'a 
wharf,  Ri  the  ciiy  of  Amboy,  in  February,  1833,  until  June  or 
July,  1833.  A  day  or  t^o  before  the  veeael  left  the  wharf,  the 
etiliectur  called  upon  him  for  a  bill  for  her  wharfage,  and  aaked 
him  to  haiul  him  ibc  bill,  which  dupooeut  .promised  to  do.  A 
few  U.iy«  alterwarda,  1  nwt  Mr.  Keclclota,  who  informed  him 
that  he  need  not  trouble  himaelf  to  aive  him  a  bili|  that  he  had 
aacer^atiwd  the  amount  of  wharfage  from  documentu  in  hia  office, 
and  ih.li  ha  would  pay  the  amount  to  Mrs.  Patriclc,  the  owner 
of  the  wharf;  that  in  the  mttnth  of  Augun  or  fieptembe r,  1834, 
lis  iiAcertJiined  that  the  wharfage  bill  had  not  been  paid  to  Mrs. 
Pa:iirk.  dome  Utile  time  afterwards,  he  called  on  Mr.  Reclt- 
le'is  (It  may  have  been  five  or  si:(  weelu)  for  the  money,  and 
Air.  Recicleaa  informed  me  that  it  was  entirely  a  miauk<*,  and 
regretted  that  he  had  not  paid  it,  and  paid  me  827,  and  I  men- 
tioned to  him  that  it  was  829  25.  Mr.  Ilerkless  enJearored  then 
to  hunt  up  the  paiMrs,  but  could  not  lay  his  hand  on  ihem,  but 
BJid  he  would  pay  the  balance  at  any  time  that  I  would  call. 
Tlie  %Zl  was  paid  to  him  about  the  10th  of  October  last.  The 
balance  of  92  25  was  paid  in  February,  or  the  prerani  month. 
On  or  about  the  last  dav  of  Dacomber  last,  Mr.  Reckleaa  called 
upon  Mr.  Maurice,  with  a  receipt  for  (129  26,  and  rrqueated  his 
signature  to  it.  He  observed  that  be  had  only  received  t27. 
Mr.  Reckless  paid  he  would  pay  him  the  balance  any  tinoe  he 
would  call,  and  thereupon  he  signed  the  receipu  The  receipt 
purports  to  bear  date  the  time  ho  signed  it.  The  acrual  amount 
paid  me  waa  929  2B)  being  at  the  rate  of  f  I  50  per  week, 
which  waa  the  actual  amount  of  the  wliarfage.  Witneas  nerer 
delivered  the  bill  to  Mr.  Reckless,  because  Mr.  Reckleaa  told 
UN  be  knew  the  amount  from  documents  in  his  office. 

•"BBNJAMIN  MAURICE. 

"  aworn  before  me  this  30th  day  of  March,  1835. 

"JOSEPH  MAR«n, 
^^  Mayor  of  the  city  of  Perth  Anthoy. 

"Jamas  Parker,  being  duly  sworn,  dotn  depose  and  say: 
That  during  the  month  of  January,  1833,  while  he  was  collector 
o!  the  port  of  Amboy,  the  schoener  Pacific  was  found  running 
without  papers,  and  detained  for  the  payment  of  foreign  tonnage 
moo'^y.  He  aar^rtaiacd  that  sha  had  run  a  number  ef  tripe 
with  stone  for  the  railroail,  and  that  sha  was  liable  for  tonnage 
money  to  an  amount  exceedioc  #400.  The  precise  sum  he 
d'jps  not  recollect  The  hands  all  left  the  vcseel,  and  she  was 
l^ld  at  Mr.  Bnien's  wharf;  and  after  S'lme  time,  as  her  ex- 

Senses  were  too  large  at  that  wharf,  I  removed  her  to  Mrs. 
atrick's  wharf,  omier  an  agreement  with  Mr.  Maarice,  hat 
asent,  ai  61  50  per  week.  1  left  the  collector's  office  on  the  Ist 
of  April,  1833,  and  delivered  over  to  Mr.  Reckless  the  vessel, 
aniall  the  i^apers  relating  to  her ;' among  these  were  a  letter 
from  th**  Comptiollcr  of  the  Treaniry,  staiiiis  the  law  in  rrgard 
to  the  v***^! ;  a  letter  from  Mr.  Conover,  dialing  the  number  of 
load^  of  stone  she  haA  brought  to  the  rai'roaff;  an  account  of 
the  tonnage  money  due ;  an  account  of  the  wharfage  due  by 
the  vessel  to  Mr.  Draen ;  and  a  prtemorandum  of  the  time  she 
went  to  Mrs.  Patrick  s  wharf;  and  the  rate  per  we6k  thai  was 
to  be  paid  fur  wharfage  to  Mr.  Matirice.  That  late  in  the 
aummer,  or  early  in  the  fall  of  1833,  as  he  waa  pasaiug  the  door 
of  the  coltectoi's  office,  to  eo  to  his  own  office,  Mr.  Bnnley,  the 
deputy  collector,  called  me  into  the  collect'ii's  office,  and  told 
nts  that  he  wished  to  communicate  (o  me  a  fact,  for  the  aake  of 
hia  own  reputation,  fearing  that  he,  keeping  the  aco>nnta  of  the 
collector,  might  hereaAer  be  blamed.  He  then  told  me  (hat 
Mr.  Reckleaa,  the  collector,  had  received  a  sum  of  money  for 
tonnage  of  the  schooner  Pacific,  and  had  refused  to  snifcr  him 
(Mr.  Brinley)  to  place  It  to  the  credit  of  the  ITidted  Butes  in 
the  weekly  accounts  of  moneys  rer4>ired  and  {laid.  Mr.  Brinley 
stated  that  he  had  given  me  thiainformatioo  that  I  might  testify 
to  the  fact  when  occasion  may  require.  At  some  time  in  the 
spnng  of  1831.  while  he  (this  deponent)  was  at  Washington,  he 
received  a  letter  or  letters  from  Mr.  Brinley,  informing  mm  that 
Mr.  Reckleaa,  the  collector,  had  dhvcted  him  (Mr.  Brinlev)  to 
fill  up  the  receipts  given  by  the  boain-en  of  the  revenue  boat, 
for  an  amount  much  larger  than  the  sums  actually  paid.  Th«t 
Mr.  Reckleas  hail  done  this  for  the  avowed  purpose  of  thtia 
obtaining  from  the  Qovemment  certain  commissiona  and  office 
expaiiara  impfoperly  charged  by  him  in  his  general  account 
current  for  some  of  the  quarters  of  the  year  1833,  and  whidi 
cha^^  had  been  rejected  by  the  Treasury  Department.  The 
precue  time,  he  (ihn  deponent)  received  the  communication 
he  cannot  say,  not  having  the  letters  by  him  ;  but  It  was  at  the 
time  that  Mr.  Brinley  was  acting  as  deputy  conector,^and  before 
be  was  aaperseded  by  Mr.  Reckleaa's  soti. 

Some  time  in  the  summer  of  1833,  in  a  conversation  with  thjs 
deponent  and  Mr.  Reckless,  thecollector,  respecting  the  expenses 
of  the  ofllce,  the  deponent  suted  to  Mr.  Reckless  thai  ne  allow- 
ance was  made,  according  to  the  rules  of  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment, for  the  expenses  <  f  his  office.  That  office  rent,  fuel, 
ftatfonery,  and  other  inridental  expeaiscs  of  the  office,  were 
never  charged  or  allowed  in  the  general  account,  but  were  to 
be  paid  out  of  his  fees  or  'molnmenis. 

"JAMBS  PARKER. 

"Bworn  to  before  me,  iwie  SOlIj  'uy  of  Muioh,  1833 

"JOSEPH  MARSn, 
"3/'y/>r  qf  the  cify  of  Penh  Ambny. 

"llIBASURy   r^BPARTJlBNT, 

"  Comjjfi'Ollcr't  Oflee,  Dr.crmber  18,  1j33. 
"Sih:  YiMir  acc«»iU8  fr-r  iho  cuh  oms  k>r  the  ihini  quarter, 
1^53,  have  »»ecn  a-Jj listed  m  the  Treasury;  and  a  balance  of 
•811,057  08  suteil  to  be  itue  Irom  you  to  the  United  Stales, 
consisting  of 

Bondainauii felOim  79 

Cash  on  hand  886  14 


Dollars 


811.057  «3 


The  balance  stated  by  voii  is  -  -    •810.978  61 

Amount  improperly  chared  for  office  rent,  the 

same  being  chargeable  in  your  account  of  of. 

ficial  emoluments  •  •IS  75 

Amount  charged  in  contingent  account, 

2d  oiiarter,   suspended    for    want  oi 

voucher  and  receipts  -  43  95 

€>>mroi«Bion  improperly  charged  -  -   19  72 

79  42 


Dollars 


811,067  93 


"  Reepectfully,  JOSEPH  ANDERSON, 

"  C^mptroUer. 

Mo^ir^-t   W.  RBCKLS8B, 

"  (J^U'xi9r  at  Pvtk  Amb^i  N.  J. 


^'Trbasitky  Dkpartmbmt, 
•'  ComotroU^r't  Qgice,  March  4, 1834. 
**6ix:  Your  accounts  for  tne  customs  lor  ilie  founb  quaner, 
18S3,  have  been  adjusted  at  the  Treasury;  and  a  balance  of 
•810,671  93  stated  to  be  due  from  you  to  the  United  States, 
consisting  of 

Bonds  in  suit •810,171  79 

Cash  00  hand 500  14 


Dollan 


810,671  93 


The  balance  wticb  you  have  staled  ia      •  -    •810bC42  47 

Deduct  uiarioe  hospital  money  over  credited  in 
this  account        .....  i  (jO 


Add  commiarion  overcharged 


DolUrt 


810,641  47 
30  46 

810,671  93 


"Reapecifttlly,  JOSEPH  ANDERSON, 

»•  Comptroller. 
"JoasPH  W.  RscKLBsa, 

"  CotUctor  at  Perth  Antboy^  N.J. 

"Abttract  0f  disbureemente  on  aeoount  of  the  revenue  boat 
for  the  dielriet  tf  Perth  Amboy^rom  the  let  day  ef  Oc- 
tober to  the  Biet  qf  December^  lB33. 

*  1834,'Jan.  l~Cash  paid  seamen,  as  per  pay-roll  l4o.  1,  •US 

"J.  W.  RECKLESS^  Collector. 
"  DiaitticT  OP  PxRTH  Ambot, 

CoUector's  Office,  Jan.  1, 1834. 

(No.  1.) 
^^Pay-roUofeeamen  employed  on  hoard  of  the  revenue  beat 
for  the  dietriet  qf  Perth  Amboy^  from  the  \et  qf  October  to 
the  3l9t  of  December,  1833. 


Names. 

Time  of 
service. 

Rate  per 
day. 

Pay  and 
rauona, 
inclu- 
sive. 

James  Seguine 
Francis  Seguine 
Luke  Ross    - 
Abner  Depew 

28  days 
v9     do. 
28     do. 
28     do. 

•  i 

I 
1 

•28 

29 

28 

113   days 

•  113 

"DiatsiOT  OP  Pbrth  Amboy,  Jan.  1, 1834. 
"  Received  of  Joseph  Vi.  Reckless,  collector  of  the  cuatoms  for 
the  district  of  Peith  Amboy.  the  several  sums  afllLEed  to  our 
namea,  xespecdvely,  helajr  in  full  for  our  wages  during  the 
quaner  ending  December  31, 1633. 

.1AME8  SEGUINE, 
Per  F.  W.  Brinley.  in  his  absence. 
FRANCIS  SEGUINE, 
I.UKE  ROSS,  his  X  mark. 
ABNER  DEPEW,  his  Xmaik. 
"Wilnen:  F.  W.  BROfLBT. 

**  Abetraet  of  diebursemente  on  account  of  the  revenue  boat 
for  the  dtetrict  of  Perth  Ambay^  for  the.  quarter  ending 
•31*/  March,  1834.  . 

,  April  1— C  d  aeamen,  ns  per  pay-roll  No.  1,  •116 


"J.  W.KECKLESd,  CoUector. 
"District  op  Pbhtu  Amboy, 

Cotlfctor'e  Qfice,  April  1,  1834. 

(No.  1.) 
"  Payroll  ofeeamen  enjoyed  on  board  qf  the  revenue  boat 
for  the  dietriet  of  Perth  Amboy,  from  tfie  let  day  of  Jan- 
uaryto3UtMdrdi,ieai. 


Names. 

Time  of 
aervice. 

Rate  per 
day. 

Pay  and 
rations, 
inclu- 
sive. 

James  Seguine 
Luke  Rose    - 
Roulin  Sofield 
Francis  Seguine 

29   days 
29     do. 
29 
29     do. 

tl 

I 
1 

#29 
29 
29 
29 

i6   days 

•116 

"District  op  Pbbth  Amboy,  April  1, 1834. 
"Received  from  J.  W.  Reckless,  collector  or  the  customs, 
the  several  sums  annexed  to  our  names,  respectively,  being  in 
full  for  our  wages,  for  the  quarter  ending  March  31,  1834. 
JAMES  «EGU1NF^ 
LUKE  ROSS,  his  X  mark. 
ROULIN  SOFIELD, 
FRANCIS  SEGUINE. 
"  Witness :  F.  W.  Briuley. 

«  N«w  York,  Ai^rUi,  1835. 

**  Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  enolose  to  yon  the  depositions 
taken  by  me  before  the  mayor  of  the  city  o(  Perth  Amboy,  on 
Uie  30th  ultimo,  to  sustain  the  charges  preferred  by  me  against 
the  collector  of  that  port. 

"These  depotritions  would  have  been  taken  at  an  earlier  dsv, 
but  the  accounts  deemed  necessary  to  be  used  hi  the  cast;  did 
not  arrive  until  in  the  early  part  of  March ;  and,  being  desirous 
of  examining  the  Hon.  Mr.  Parker,  I  did  not  give  notice  till  1 
bad  ascertained  when  Mr.  Parker  would  be  in  Amboy.  On  the 
12th  March  I  caused  notice  to  be  servrd  on  the  deputy  collector 
for  the  I8ih,  and  on  that  day  I  attended,  as  did  all  th«)  witnesses 
who  had  l>«en  formerly  summoned ;  but  Mr.  Reckless  not  at- 
tending, and,  on  inquiry  at  his  office,  finding  him  nb^cni  at  Wash- 
ington, I  postponed  the  examinations  until  tJie  30ih,  and  caused 
a  new  notice  to  be  served  on  him  for  thai  day,  when  they  were 
coaipleted.  I  state  these  circumstances  to  account  for  the  ap- 
parent unneceaHry  delay,  and  because  Mr.  Reckless  represents 
In  Amboy  thiM,  while  tt  WMhiogtoo,  kt  had  souled  his  ac> 


counts,  paid  his  defalcation,  and  received  a  discharge  fran  tba 
Treasury  Department.  Mr.  Reckless  atsaoded  the  czaBiinar 
lion,  with  hie  eowtoel,  O.  D.  Wall,  Esq.,  United  Slates  dbula 
attorney  for  New  Jersoy,  and  croes-examined  the  witnfaw  as 
he  saw  fit.  The  boatmen  of  the  revenue  boat  were  in  atuod- 
ance,  bul  were  not  examined,  m  consequence  of  the  ailiiiisrtwi 
made  by  him  that  Mr.  Brinley 's  statement  of  the  sums  actually 
paid  to  the  boaimen,  taken  from  the  book  produced,  ia  corran. 
**Mr.  Brinley,  at  my  request,  prepared  a  sutemem  in  the 


form  of  a  deposition ;  and,  whan  called  up  to  testify,  I  c 
It  to  Oen.  Wall  as  such ;  and  he,  liaving  read  It,  a^taed  to  re- 
ceive U  as  a  direct  examination. 

You  will  find,  on  an  attentive  perusal  of  the  avideoea,  (hu 
every  part  of  the  charges  made  la  fully  proved ;  and  thete  is 
no  proof,  or  attempt  to  prove,  that  the  money  chanod  abovia 
whar  ia  paid  baa  oaeo  expended  for  the  aecouDt  or  the  Got- 
emmeniV  ^ 

''The  testimony  of  Mr.  Maarice  and  Mr.  Parker  provea  ihol 
Mr.  Reckless  had  documeou  In  hia  office,  left  by  Mr.  Fai 
ahowing  the  amount  of  the  chargea  against  the  arhooocr  Pad- 
fir^  and  thai  Mr.  Reckless  admitied  lo  Mr.  Maurice  that  fcct. 


and  dispensed  with  a  bill.    The  receipt  l-.__ 

money  was  received  from  Secor  shows  this  liMt  atMLfor  k 
shows  ths  exact  aum  paid,  with  the.  exception  ot  Mr.  Ward*a 
bill,  paid  in  September,  1833^  and  there  cannot  be  found  any 
excuse  why  the  neti  amount  was  not  crediied  to  the  Goven- 
ment  in  tlie  fourth  quarter  of  1833.  Mr.  Brinley  pvovcs  that  he 
repeatedly  reminded  him  of  this  sum,  and  ibai  hs  refused  y 
permit  him  to  carry  it  lo  the  credit  of  the  GoveiBiiMDt  jo  his 
accounts.  The  weekly  retuiii-book  Stowed  the  eaay  in  Mr. 
Brinley's  handwriting,  and  erased;  he  caimot  pleadi  thocefoc, 
thai  it  waa  omitted  from  mistake.  And  equally  nntive  la  the 
reason  he  assigns  in  his  letter  in  answer  to  the  cfaaiiBa^  that  he 
could  not  procure  the  bilb  against  the  veasel :  all  the  evaieoca 
dispioves  it  fully  and  completely.  That  charge  is  fatty  sua- 
tained,  and  his  fraud  fully  made  out. 

"A«  regards  the  second  charge,  relative  to  the  beatoMa's 
wages,  his  answer  to  it  admits  he  baa  not  paid  them  the  anna 
he  obtained  their . receipts  for;  and  hia  ■dmiesinn  aaaexedas 
the  papen  goes  fully  to  admit  tlie  statement  of  Mr.  Bcialey  as 
to  the  sums^actually  paid  and  actoally  cfaareed,  and  sliowa  that 
in  four  (luarters  (fourth  in  1833  and  three  first  in  1834)  he  paid 
•  145l  aott charged  the  Oovemmeni  •ITr,  being  •332  fiaodttloBdT 
obtained  by  the  production  of  false  rouchen.  lliia  chamia 
also  tulty  sustained,  and  not  a  shadow  ofpiooT  lo  e&caae  chher 
of  them, 

"  Mr.  Brinley's  depoeilion  will  also  show  that  Mr. 
alao  availed  himnelf  of  an  oversight  in  the  ContptroUcr' 
to  obtain  $600,  having  juat  beibre  received  2.000,  and  i 
counting  for  tlii»'8um  fer  several  months  after  ft  waa  re 
When  he  drew  for  2,000  dollan  he.  knew  he  did  not  i«q«ie 
600  doilaiv  for  the  purposes  of  his  olfiee,  and  It  was  a  fraod  la 
draw  for  2,000.  And  when  liie  order  came  to  him  lor  600  Cel- 
lars, had  he  been  an  honest  man,  he  would  have  imnwirtiawty 
communicated  ihc  fact  to  the  Depaitroent,aDd  not  leeeiv^ed  the 
money. 

**  Auoiher  rase  of  fraud  came  to  my  knowledge  a  §ew  daja 
since«  of  a  small  amount,  but  showing  the  diabooeefy  of  tins 
man.  He  has  obtained  a  crtdit  in  htsaccooou  lor  the  occDod 
quarter  of  1^  of  16  dollars,  for  painiing  the  reveooe  botf,  aad 
he  only  paid  12  dollara.  This  wiU  appear  t7  the  eorloasd  de- 
position of  J.  B.  Daniels,  the  painter.  I  did  not  examine  Ua 
In  Amboy,  (because  he  lives  in  this  city,  aodbecaose  it  was  aai 
included  in  enhcr  of  (he  charges,)  bul  took  hie  affidavit  lUa 
morning.  You  can,  if  you  wish  proof  other  than  the  «  ' 
direct  the  dutnct  auoroey  in  ihis  city  to  call  on  one  to 
the  man,  and  I  will  do  it.  • 

''The  maxim  of  law,  aa  applied  to  evidenccu  thai  a 

false  in  one  fact  will  not  be  entitled  to  credit  In  any  chiag  he 
may  eWear  to,  fully  applies  to  the  coUecwr ;  aod  more  nafiinal- 
ly  applies  if  it  is  true,  as  I  am  informed,  ihsi  he  hae  mrora  as 
his  accounts  quarterly— ^1  of  ihero  are  false,  from  the  fiiatooa. 

"  W^ith  these  remarka,  1  aubmit  the  caee  to  jon  Ibr  the  deci> 
aion  of  the  Depanmeni.    I  cannoi  doubt  the  reeolt.    Thie  cam 
ha9  made  much  noise  in  New  Jersejyjsnd  ntaoy 
ed  ilie  examinations,  of  all  political  |iartiee ; 
is  pi>eity  generally  known. 

"Mr.  Reckless  requested  copies  of  the  deposiiiooa»  and  I 
have  this  day  furnished  hiai  with  them. 

*'  I  shall  be  glad  to  hear  the  decision  of  ihe  Department 
"  I  am,  reepectfully,  your  humble,  obedient  servant, 

"WILUAM  VAN  BOOK. 

"  Hon.  Levi  WoooauBY, 

"  Secretary  qf  the  Treaeury," 

« PBBTn  Ambot,  ApriiS^  1S3& 
"  Sir  :  Testimony  lias  been  taken,  qn  the  30ch  nld 
place,  on  the  chargee  made  by  William  Van  Hook,  b 
Joseph  W.  Recklesa,  collector  of  the  cusionie  at  thiia'pai^  in 
January  lasL 

''The  first  chacce  against  the  collector  waa  die  wilfal  \ 
holding  of  credit  cu  ihe  United  States  fer  lonnaga  monay  reL_ 
ed  for  the  achoo  er  Pacific  in  July,  1833.  The  noeipc  af  lUa 
monevMr.  RLckless  acknowledges  in  his  letter  loToaaTlha 
22d  of  January,  but  says  ihat  be  withheld  the  credii,  hevav 
'  held  (the  money)  to  meet  the  various  claims  whicfa  ihan  cx> 
isted  againat  the  vessel,  aod  for  which  he  bad  osada  kamaelf 
liable,  and,  when  paid,  ihe  babince  lo  be  brought  to  the  ciaditof 
Ooverninent.'  The  cfhaiges  he  elates  to  be,  and  id  have  hosn 
paid,  as  follows : 
August  7,  l(j33.    M.  Bruen,  for  wharfage      -  -    •&  09 

Sept.  28,  1833.    G.  P.  Wall,  distrkt  attorney,  Ibr 

advice  and  direciioae  -     41  40 

Dec.  30,  1831.  B.  MauricOk  wharfage 
"  1  he  first  two  (if  the  oae  of  chem  is  a  proper  t 
admitied  to  have  been  known  at  the  time,  a  * 
end  of  the  quarter,  and  the  question  is  orUy  o 
rice's  account  for  wharfage.  As  to  this,  yov  will  And  ihatl 
Maurice  swears  that  Reckless  told  him  at  the  time  erhea  lae 
vesrel  was  about  to  be  ileliyered  up,  that  he  (Reekteae)  had  «>• 
cortained  the  amount  from  documents  in  the  ofllce,  which  ilee- 
umenisyou  will  find,  by  the  testimony  of  Mr.  BrnteY  and  oay- 
self,  I  left  there  aod  banded  over  to  him  when  he  lebk  chaife 
of  the  office  ;  end  you  will  further  observe  that  the  ameai  rf 
thin  account  of  Mr.  Maurice,  as  well  as  Mr  BraeaX  was  d» 
tincily  staled  by  Reckless  as  chaigea  agjinst  the  Tutsiat  ihe 
lime  she  was  given  up)  and  tlie  amoani  receipted  for fl 
and  distifictlv  from  the  tuona^  as  h  fiiliy  pcorad  by d 
Nos.  1  and  2  attached  to  Brinley's  sffidavH. 

*'  When  the  direct  teetimooy  of  Mr.  Brinley  ia  conneciad  wi* 
thfloe  facial  the  wUfnl  tMnUnitm  to  cradk  the  bmhmij  ia  pwiai 


L  proper  dttna)  *r 
s,  and  paid  heftv  ihs 
r  on  that  of  Ml.  Man> 
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aad  ilio  falsehood  or  tho  pretence  for  withholding  It,  stt  up  by 
RecUteu,  est  iblished  bejond  all  doubt. 

'Mn  regard  to  the  second  charge,  that  receipts  have  b«en  ex- 
bibiuid  and  amounla  charged  to  the  Governmeoi  for  boatmen's 
va^ea  forn^ire  money  than-waa  aaually  pauI,  vou  will  observe 
thai  this  fact  Mr.  Reckless  has  also  aJmilted ;  but  he  states,  in 
hie  answer,  that  'incidental  cxpetisee  h:ive  been  united  wiih 
those  under  that  head /or  the  same  time,'  and  that  Mr.  Urinley 
*«ugsested  this  mode  of  charging  incidental  expenses,'  dec. 

"This  allegation  is  disproved  by  Mr.  Brinley, and  by  the  first 
account  (second  quarter  nf  1633)  rendered  by  Mr.  Reclcless,  m 
which  the  mode  direcieil  by  the  Comptroller  and  followed  bv 
me  was  ailopted ;  and  you  will  find  that  the  expenses  to  whicli 
Mr.  Reckless  alludes  were  those  not  chargeable  to  the  revenue, 
but  10  hi»o\cn  emoiumenta^  aitil  which  beinc  put  into  his  £[en- 
eral  account  in  ihe  quarter  ending  Im  Oci6:>er,  1833,  'ftgainsi 
Mr.  Brinley*s  advice  andremoustrnnee^  were  dUalloteed  by 
the  Auditor  in  his  letter  of  the  ISih  December,  1833.  Mr. 
Reckless,  benig  refused  the  credit  for  these  charges,  resorted 
In  bi9  tiexi  account  to  the  fraud  uf  udding  the  amount  lo  (he 
money  actually  paid  the  boatmen,  so  aa  to  obtain  from  the 
€»overnntent  by  fraud  what  c^'dd  not  be  obtained  by  law  and 
the  regulations  of  the  Department;  and  by  his  own  declara- 
cion  m  bis  letter  to  yon  of  '<2d  January,  1836,  *  this  mode  of 
keeping  the  accounts  and  making*  these  charges  haa  continued 
eversmcc ! !' 

*^The lesaroony  of  Hr.  Brinley  nhows the  amooninaid  to  the 
boatmen  in  the  quarters  ending  31«t  December,  ISSot  uid  31  < 
Alarch,  1831,  from  his  own  knowledge  and  from  tlie  'boatmen's 
time-book,'  exhibited  by  Reckleea  for  liie  qu-nriers  ending 
SOih  June  and 30ib  Bepiember,  1831.  Th<  '  i.  tnwnnot 
examined,  because  Mr.  Reckleee  admitted  (a<  d  it  is  *«>  certified 
by  tho  officer)  that  the  sums  paid  to  the  bnatmeit,  according  to 
Mr.  Brinley 's  testimony,  were  the  correct  amounla  Hovl^airn 
■tanda  this  part  of  the  account?  The  sums  actually  paid  for 
this  cerrice  and  the  soma  actually  charged  are  as  follows : 

Paid.  Chf'd. 
fa  the  quarter  ending  3lst  December,  1833,  #63  $1 13 
In  the  quarter  ending  31st  March.  1S34,  12  1 16 

In  the  qoaner  ending  30th  June,  1834,  36  1:^ 

In  the  quarter  ending  80(h  September,  1834,       .  43  I*^ 


Total 


•146         §477 


"  The  difference  between  these  two  amounts  («332>  has  been 
ihtts  fhiudulently  ebtained  from  (he  Government  for  the  reim' 
baiwment  of  moneys  not  chargeable  to  the  United  States,  and 
which,  if  the  amount  ever  was  disburseil,  was  ex|)ended  by  Mr. 
Racklen  for  his  own  private  use.  1  caimot  refrain  from  again 
noticing  the  attempt  made  by  Mr.  Reckless  to  defend  or  palliate 
his  frauds  by  charging  Mr.  Van  Hook  and  Mr.  Brinley  with  im- 
proper motives.  I  hav«  known  these  geniletnen  intimately  and 
for  many  yoan.  Their  ciiaracters  (Mid  Integrity  never  were  and 
cannot  be  impeached. 

**  i  do  not  doubt  (hat  yon  w|Il  examine  this  caae  with  the  atten- 
tion due  lo  it,  and  lay  it  before  the  President ;  and  that  you  will 
be  satisfied  that  J'>se;^h  W.  RLclcIees  is  unfit  for  the  station  he 
OGcupiea,  and  ouxht  to  be  rerativcd. 

"I  am,  wiih  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant. 

*'  JAME9  PiUlKBR. 

"The Hon  Lsvi  WoooBtmr. 

"  Secretary  of  the  Tretuury.** 

In  reply  lo  a  letter  of  Reck  leas,  dated  May  19,  enclosing  certain 
teAimony,  Woo  ibury,  on  the  29th  May,  1S35,  returned, to  Reck- 
leae  this  testimony,  taken  iniormalljr,  in  tite  following  letter, 
which  shows  tne' Secretary's  dispoeitistn,  and  manner  of  dis- 
charging his  duty  towards  the  accus^ : 

''TRBAStTRY  Dbfartmbnt,  JUby.29,  1835. 
"Bir:  therewith  retuni  to  you  the  evidence  forwarded  by 
yoa  to  the  Department  in  relation  to  the  complaints  made  ufainst 
you.  It  appears  that  this  evidenro  was  taken  without  Isaving 
given  (rs  wa«<  reqtiired)  notice  to  the  complainant;  it  therefore 
cannot  be  re.;eivp(l.  I  vequwl  liiai  you  give  notice  of  the 
liine  and  place  of  taking  any  testimony  intended  to  rebut  the 
chisrffcs against  you,  to  the  complainant,  allowing  sufficient  time 
u>  attend. 

*•  A^  yoti  h-we  referred  to  the  New  York  custom-houre  as  a 
precedent  for  your  jtiscification  for  a  part  of  your  conduct,  it  is 
proper  that  the  evidence  of  the  Collector  at  New  York,  end 
af>m«  of  the  other  officers  of  the  cu9rom«s  should  be  taken  on 
lha.c  point,  after  due  notice  to  the  ct^mplainaiits. 

'*  It  is  very  desirable  lluit  you  sl.ould  very  promptly  attend  to 
tbi«  business,  and  transmit  the  evidence  takcrt  by  ytni  to  the 
Department  as  soon  after  us  po^ihle ;  the  case  having  been 
pea<ling  so  long,  and  thu  complainants  being  itnijatient  for  a 

*'  1  am,  very  rc^peclfully,  your  obedient  ."orvant, 

"  LEVI  WOODHIJRY, 
^  "  Secretary  of  tht  Treasury. 

-'To.  J.  W.  Reckless,  E>q  , 

"  CoUeefor,  Perth  Amhoy,  N.  J" 
JuIt  the  10th,  1835,  G.  Wood,  Recklese's  counsel,  sent  to 
W.KKibury  a  l"ng  dr!po»«ton  of  J.  VV,  Reckless,  Jr.,  the  son 
oi"  the  licensed,  of  David  ^.  Lyon,  first  dc|yiiy  collector  of 
Kew  York,  and  sundry  papers  explaining  the  defence  of 
RoekleK",  Arc. 

.luly  28,  IS'io,  Mr.  Parker  again  addressed  the  Secretary  the 
fvillowiiig  letter : 

"  Pehth  Awboy,  Ju*y  28, 1835. 
'■Sir:  After  a  lapse  of  nearly  four  months  since  testimony 
-was  taken  here  in  support  of  tho  charges  ninde  against  Joseph 
W.  lUckleKS,  the  collectoi  of  thecns'omsai  'bis  \wru  lie  has  at- 
teini>ted  to  furnirth  testim'my  to  fxculpa^e  himself,  which  is  now 
in  yonr  hands. 

**  Ii  aecms  to  be  almost  unnocessiry  for  me  to  make  any  ob- 
iicrvatMin.^  upoo  tfift  ux.nrc  of  this  defence,  (if  such  it  ijiay  bo 
railed,)  which  goe.".  l»y  ilie  t«.,fj:n.)ny  ol  'ho  wi4nebii  adduceilhy 
Il4»:*K!e!*r,  if  he  proV'^a  ni.y  rhing,  to  csiablii<h  the  ^uilt  of  tho 
collector,  and  to  tormborute  evuty  f^^^  of  the  icauniony  pro- 
duced in  ^upj^'riofthw  c/j«r/,p/r.       ..^  ,  ,         ^ 

»'  A3  re.  ihf  first  cbirqe,  r/>^  i/je  wilf»^  suppreasit»n  ufa  credit 
to  the  Uiii'ad  Sm»csof/n,»|jj  *  •  t.^ivcd  f'^r  'onns^e  of  the  schooner 
Pacific  nothing /Jft»/wr,  //^Jl.  of  ^itemp^  to  be  proved,  to 
contradict  the  iiirect  featj^^Ji^'jr  fifr.  Drtnlev  /uitl   orheis,  and 


thOr  wrifteo  er/i/wcft  %i%nyJ:uieifB'^  owit  haod,  pi 

facts  churywd.  ««'''/«»; A/*  ^Ti/  pretence  of  apf>i<*Ky  on  his 


[3rc>ving  the 


part.  You  ^^^ H^/'"',  Pim^ ^0  ^be  fy^WcjJh  this  charge, 
li»lahhavghMw'%'y^^^       auended^^^ar»mcl  for  the 


of  the  witnesses  by  whom  the  charge  was  eo  fully  proved,  and 
he  oxouae  of  Reckless,  so  fully  shown  to  be  false  and  unfeund- 
ted  in  fact. 

''The  first  charge,  then,  that  the  collector,  in  Julv,  1833,  re- 
cei  .-ed  Ihe  sum  <>l  $147  for  tonnage  money  of  the  schooner  Pa- 
c>fi-,  and  wilfully  refused  to  credit  tho  amount  to  the  United 
Suiifs,  ia  proved  beyond  a  question. 

*'  As  to  the  second  charge,  the  collector  admits,  and  the  fact  is 
unq  lestionably  proved,  mat  fraudulent  receipts,  signed  by  the 
revenue  boatmen,  for  an  amount  of  money  far  exceeding  the 
sums  actually  paid  them  for  that  service,  for  four  »uccesslve 
quMrters,  have  been  exhibited  as  evidence  of  disbursements 
chari^eable  to  tho  revenue,  and  charged  in  his  general  account 
with  the  United  States.  Tne  testimony  of  the  son  of  the  col 
lector,  ^ou  will  observe,  corroborates  precisely  the  testimony  of 
Mr.  Urinley  as  to  the  sums  actually  paid  these  men,  which,  as 
I  have  bcfote  stated,  exceeds  the  amouut  of  their  wage^  $3S2 ; 
the  sum  chargeil  being  9147,  and  the  amount  paid  only  $145. 
The  witnei%es  on  boih  sides  established  this  fact. 

'*  I  siAted,  in  my  former  communication  to  you,  of  i\w  6ih  of 
April  last,  that  the  dd)'eren<<c  ($332)  thus  fraudulently  i  btained 
from  the  Govemme.'H^  if  over  expended,  was  for  the  private  use 
of  th>  collector.  I  ask  your  attention  to  the  affidavit  of  young 
Reck!es.4,  and  the  accounts  accompanying  it,  and  referred  lo 
tliercin,  to  prove  this  fact. 

"Tie  collector  ia  lequired  to  render,  quarterly,  an  account 
()f  thu'  fees  aademiduinenis  of  his  office,  and  to  state,  in  tliesame 
account,  his  expenses  for  fuel,  stationery,  office  rent,  and  other 
incidental  expenses.  Tlic-^e  expenses,  aa  you  well  know,  arp  a 
chare:.:  upon  the  collortor's  official  emoluments;  they  aic  stated 
as  sii  h.  The  collector  here  was  apprized  of  the  law,  and  ren< 
dered  his  account  according!  v. 

'*  Cy  an  examination  of  nis  account  of  salarr  fees,  y  >u  will 
find  c  larKcd  for  ex()enses,  in  the  qua<ter  ending  the  30th  of 
June,  1S33.  $43  95 ;  and  for  the  quaner  ending  30th  September, 
1833,  $.35  79;  of  which  iMi,  $15  was  for  office-rent,  and  75cenU9 
for  qiiills. 

"  By  looking  at  hU  general  account  for  the  quarter  ending 
30th  S  pteniber,  1833,  you  will  find  the  same  sums  also  charged 
to  the  United  States  in  that  account. 

'•  III  a  letter  from  the  Comptroller  ol  the  Treasury  to  the  col- 
lector, dated  18th  December,  1833,  stating  the  settlement  of  his 
account  for  the  quarter  ending  30th  September,  1833,  he  adds 
u«  the  balance  stated  by  the  collector— 
"  Amount  improperly  charged  for  office  rent,  the  same 
b<>ing  chargeable  in  your  account  of  official  emelu- 
m-nts     -....-.  $15  75 
"Amount  charged  in  contingent  account,  2d  quarter, 
suspended  fur  warn  of  vouchers  and  receipts  •    43  95 

"  A  part  of  the  sum  of  $35  72  charged,  being  for  blank  eniol- 
menui,  was  allowed,  and  $15  75,  for  oOlce  rent  and  quills,  re- 
jected. 

"  Tuo  law  and  the  rules  of  the  Department  allowed  no  credit 
for  these  expenses.  The  collector  was  told  so.  He  persisted,  as 
Mr.  Brinley  te^ifies,  in  making  a  charge  of  them  against  the 
Government,  and  the  account  was  rejected  by  the  Auditor  of 
the  Treasury. 

"  Let  us  now  see  what  the  collector  has  done,  in  consequence. 
acconl^ng  to  his  own  sliowing,  the  testimony  of  his  son  and 
deputy.  This  young  man  exhibits,  among  others,  statennenta 
aArl  reoeipifl  for  ejcpenditures  fur  theSdand^  quarters  of  1833, 
amounting  to  $59  20,  composed  of  the  same  items  which  were 
rejected  by  theTre.isury,  in  the  account  ending  30th  September, 
lffi3 ;  and  positively  swears  that  the  amount  ftaudulently 
ad  led  to  the  boatman's  receipts  for  the  first  quarter  of  1834  was 
so  adilcd  and  intended  to  cover  the  amount ;  which,  you  will 
observe,  had  been  thus  disallowed  and  rejected  by  the  Govern- 
ment. And  he  c:bes  on  to  exhibit  other  acoounta  and  receipts 
for  expenirs  of  ihe  same  nature,  and  equally  unauthorised ;  to 
cover  which,  the  subsequent  receipts  were  fraudulently  lncreae> 
ed  up  to  the  time  when  the  chaises  of  fraud  were  made  against 
collec.or! 

"  It  i^  sufficient  for  *.he  purpose  that  all  the  expenseeihus  stated 
are  such  as  neither  law  nor  the  rules  of  the  Department  allow. 
Out  I  cannot  help  remarkhig,  that  two  bureaus  are  chnrged  in 
on  account  of  J.  C.  Smith,  said  to  be-  paid  30ih  June,  1^  (A 
No.  3,)  one  of  which,  as  1  am  informed,  was  sent  to  the  coilee 
tor's  house,  in  Monmouth,  and  the  other  to  his  lodgings,  here. 
I  doubt  if  a  single  article  embraced  by  this  bill  of  Smiles  is  in 
the  office ;  but  if  they  wera^  tliey.  are  not  chargeable  to  the 
Unitf^d  Sutes. 

^*  Tho  second  charge  is  fully  eatahlbhed,  that  recetpis  of 
the  revenue  boatmen  have  been  /indolently  obtained  and  r«n 
dered  for  an  amount  greatly  exceeding  the  sums  actually  paid ; 
and  this  has  been  done  to  covermuney expended  for  tlie  private 
benefit  of  theoollector,  and  no  way  chargeable  to  the  CvOvern- 
men  I. 

"  Both  charges  being  plainly  and  unequivocally  proved.  Icon* 
aider  the  removal  of  an  unfaithful  officer  as  beyond  a  doubt. 

"  In  laying  the  papers  connected  with  this  business  before  the 
Prenidrnt,  Ihave  to  request  that  you  will  include  this  com- 
munication, and  also  my  letrerstoyouof  the  5ih  of  January  last. 
covering  Mr.  Van  Hook's  charges,  and  that  of  the  6(h  of  A  pi  it 
laM. 

.  **  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  sir,  your  obedient 
servant, 

"JAMES  PARKER. 

"  Hen.  Levi  WooDni?av. 

"  Secretary  of  t/ie  Treasury ^  Waslungton. 

*'Nbw  York,  August  1,  1835. 

"Sir:  Mr.  Reckless  having  transmitted  to  you  the  affidavits 
intended  to  be  u  defence  against  the  charges  preferred  hy  mi*, 
1  tliink  it  my  dtt  y  to  submit  to  you,  and  through  vou  to  the 
President,  some  remaik-i  upon  them.  It  is  a  litife  singular 
that  he  BhuuUI  have  been  upwards  of  three  months  prepariug 
his-evidence,  which,  on  inspection  of  the  accounts  submlited, 
and  upon  which  he  relies  for  his  excuI|)ation,  he  mu^^t,  if  they 
are  correct  and  true,  have  had  in  his  possession  more  than  a 
year ;  and  one  would  naturally  ask,  why  with  those  nieaos  of 
defence,  if  such  they  are,  in  his  power,  lie  had  not  been  a 
little  move  expeditious  in  endeavoring  to  clear  himself  from 
the  very  serious  charges  against  him.  But  these  accounts  are 
not  trve ;  they  have  been  procured,  and  made  to  bear  dafe  in 
certain  quarters,  for  the  purpose  of  covering  the  amounts 
fi-audiilcntlv  charged  in  the  revenue  boatmen's  receipta for  those 
quarters.  I  will  mention  one  of  thorn  caeea,  which  can  be 
proved  not  to  have  been  incurred  in  the  first  quarter  of  1834^ 
that  of  J.  F.  Sibell,  for  staiioneiy,  under  date  of  3lft  March, 
1834;  I  asMrt  that  none  of  the  articles  in  that  hill  bad  ever 
been  received  in  the  collector's  office  prior  to  the  7th  May,  1834; 
up  to  that  tioMp  the  statioonj  ww  purchifed  at  N«w  Braiw- 


wick.  The  bill  of  J.  C.  Smith,  in  the  same  quaner,  is  ibr 
articles  which  were  not  for  tlte  office ;  the  bursaae  were  for 
his  own  private  uae,  one  of  them  never  was  in  the  office,  but 
was  s.  nt  to  hjs  house  in  Monmouth  county,  and  one  to  hia 
private  lodsiugs  in  Amboy,  and  an  old  one  put  in  the  office 
very  recently.  One  of  tlie  book-cases  is  not  and  never  waa 
in  the  office,  and  the  chairs  in  that  bill  are  at  his  private 
lodgings.  The  gas  lamp  was  not  needed  for  the  office,  becauae 
ii  was  never  open  in  tne  evening,  and  never  hss  been  after 
dark.  I  point  out  these  caaea  to  you,  uot  because  it  can  make 
any  manner  of  diflerence  in  deciding  the  merits  of  the  oufsuon, 
but  for  the  puriKiee  of  shewing  that  he  has  attempted  to  sus- 
tain his  frauds  by  fa^w  documeuta.  I  contend  that  he  has  no 
right  to  claim  any  credits  in  his  accqunis  for  aiticles  not 
chargeable,  lie  knew  (his  from  the  fact  that  the  same  items 
now  proihiced  for  the  second  and  third  quarters  of  1833  had 
been  charged  liefore  in  his  accounts  for  those  quarter*,  and 
hail  been  rejected  by  the  Comptroller:  and  he  waa  (hen  in- 
formed that  I  hey  were  inadmisaible.  In  consequence  of  this 
information,  he  determined  to  charge  (to  the  United  States  a 
sum  greater  than  the  sum  rejected,  and  more  !han  bo  actually  ^ 
paid)  in  the  revenue  boatmen's  accounia,  and  fraudulently 
obtained  from  them  their  receipta  to  cover  it.  Theteeihiiony 
of  his  son  proves  ih'w,  and  fully  sustains  that  of  Mr.  Brinley, 
on  this  point.  It  cannot  be  poasible  thai  either  you  or  tho 
President  will  permit  tiim  to  do  indirectly,  and  under  cover 
of  false  vouchers,  what  the  law  and  the  usages  of  the  depart- 
ment will  not  permit  to  be  done  openly  and  directly.  That 
charge  is  fully  and  completely  sustained  in  all  its  parts,  and  no 
comments  ol  mine  can  make  it  more  plain  and  palpable  as  a 
premeditated  fraud. 

*' The  charge  of  not  crediting  the  Govcinment  with  (he  mo- 
nev  received  in  July,  1833,  in  the  case  of  (he  Pacific,  is  also 
fully  sustained,  as  well  by  the  evitlence  of  Mi.  Brinley,  Mr. 
Maurice,  Mr.  Parker,  as  bv  the  receipt  to  Mevrs.  Secor.  The 
receipt  proves  that  when  ne  received  the  money  he  knew  the 
amount  of  charges  to  be  deducted  from  the  sum  received;  he 
then  knew  tho  amount  then  Ugally  chargeable  against  the  mo- 
ney received;  and  his  fra^ilulently  obtaining  ftotn  Mr.  Maurice 
a  receipt  dated  30:h  December,  1834,  only  goes  more  fully  to 
establish  his  whole  conduct  to  be  dishonest.  I  will  make  one 
remark  upon  one  of  the  receipts  he  produces  in  this  case,  hut 
not  specified  in  his  receipt  to  Messn.  Secoi^that  of  G.  P. 
Wall,  £i>q.,  the  United  States  District  Attorney  for  New  Jereev, 
ibr  professional  advice  in  this  case :  I  apprehend  that  Bir. 
Wall  had  no  legal  chiim  against  the  collector  or  the  Govern- 
mctiA  for  advice  in  this  case :  he  had  a  salary  from  the  United 
Suites  for  the  expreas  purpoes  of  paying  him  for  advice  to 
tlie  public  officers  in  his  State,  and  he  cannot,  legally,  make  a 
charge  while  receiving  a  salary,  except  in  cases  where  costs 
accrue  in  suits  instituted  or  defended.  It  is  a  Utile  singuhii 
that  Mr.  Wall  appeared  fur  him  as  his  counsel  at  rhe  exam- 
ination of  tho  witnesses  in  New  Jersey,  and  virtually  against 
the  United  Suites. 

"You  wilt  observe  the  svkeepinff  manner  in  which  young 
Reckless  swears.  He  says  that  all  the  articles  lumiaiied,  aa 
well  from  April,  1833,  to  May  1834,  aa  all  others  since  that 
time,  were  fur  the  use  of  the  collector's  office,  and  were  neces- 
sary. How  can  he  know  this,  when  he  also  swears  that  he 
came  into  the  office  only  in  Mav,  1834  7  He  could  not  knoto 
that  the  articles  were  furnished  for  the  use  of  the  office,  or 
were  needed ;  and  the  rule  of  law,  as  well  aa  of  common  sense, 
is,  that  a  man  who  will  swear  to  what  he  cannot  know,  ought 
to  be  received  as  a  witness  very  cautiously  as  to  any  thing  lie 
may  say,  will  forcibly  apply  to  him  You  will  also  observe, 
that  on  hb  cress-examination  he  uneualifiedly  said  that  none 
of  the  bills  he  then  produced,  and  which  he  referred  to  in  his 
dirert  examinntion,  had  been  ever  charged  in  any  account 
against  the  United  States.  Knowing,  ns  I  did,  the  absolute 
falsehood  of  the  statement,  (because  I  had  copies  of  the  ac- 
counts for  the  second  and  third  quarters  of  1683,)  I  inf(»rme  i 
him  he  waa  incorrect,  and  should  pn>vc  it  an.  He  then,  at  the 
iuggestion  of  his  fathei's  rouosel,  qualified  the  statement  by. 
saying  he  did  not  kitott  of  their  having  been  before  cliaiged 
and  rejected.  Had  1  not  corrected  him,  his  affitlavit  would 
have  gone  forth  with  a  palpable  falsehood  on  its  face. 

**Mr.  Parker,  in  liia  letter  to  you,  under  date  of  the  23ih 
ultimo,  which  I  have  seen,  so  fully  analysed  and  destroyed  the 
whole  of  Mr.  Rec.klesa'e  defence,  that  1  will  not  add  anV  thing 
further  on  the  suhjeet.  The  affidavit  of  Mr.  Lyon  is  unimport- 
ant; if  it  proves  any  thing,  It  oulv  goes  to  show  thai  Mr. 
Reekleas  had  never  forgot  that  be  had  received  the  money  from 
Secor;  but,  at  the  time  Reckless  made  ihe  inouiry  ef  Mr. 
I.yon,  he  was,  nO  doubt,  awaro  that  he  would  be  charged 
with  the  fraudulent  ontission  to  credit  the  amount  received,  as 
I  undersund  thai  the  fact  of  withholding  it  had  been  previously 
mentioned  by  Mr.  Parker  to  more  than  one  person,  by  wl  on 
it  would  most  probably  be  comraunirated  to  Mr.  Reckle^y, 
and  particulariy  to  Mr.  Wall,  who  was  his  counsel  at  the 
Uking  of  evidence  in  Ainboy. 

"The  whole  case  ia  now  before  you  for  the  decision  of  the 
President.  I  cannot  permit  myiielf  for  one  moment  to  thinic 
that  lie  will  nttain  in  office  a  man  ;  r9ved  dishonest,  or  permit 
him  (o  obtain,  by  faUo  and  fraudulent  vouchers,  and  by 
embezzlement,  money  he  is  not  and  cannot  be  permitted  to  rt- 
cdvB  by  an  open  and'diiect  couretf. 

"I  shall  be  glad  to  bear  from  you  as  aoon  as  this  case  if 
decided  upon. 

*•  I  am,  sir,  with  respect,  your  humble  •jrv"^^ ^^  ^^^j^ 

"The  H(»n.  Levi  WooDBtmT, 

"  Secpelary  of  the  Treasury,  Washington." 

September  16,  1835,  Rcclclese  wrote  a  letier  to  Mr.  W..od. 
bury,  in  reply  to  the  Ijsi  letters  of  Parker  and  Van  Hop*,  of 
which  the  Secretary  had  no.ified  him,  enclonlng  an  affidavit 
of  Ji.hn  Arnold,  dited  18.h  September,  1836,  m  relation  to  a 
desk  and  small  lani/i  in  his  office,  which  he  proves  had  alwava 
heen  there.  &o.  Such,  sir,  were  the  charges  and  the  proofs 
in  this  ca.«e.  A  pretended  abstract  of  them  waa  made  out  m 
the  Treasury  Department.  What  do  you  suppoae  waa  the 
decision' of  the  President  in  the  caael  On  the  abstract  he 
endorsed  this  judgment : 

" /\'rei  cA<ir5^e.— Disproved. 

"*  Second  charge— Mr.  firinlsy  acknowledges,  on  oath, 
that  the  manner  of  ReeklAs's  accounts  were  made  agree- 
ably tn  the  usage  of  the  office  hefote  he  came  into  it. 

"  Third  cAar^c— Disproved.  It  was  irregular  lo  charga 
incideoial  txpensea  in  boatmen's  accounts;  but  no  proof  of 
corrapUoD,  or  that  any  waa  charged  but  whai  had  been  die*     •  \ 
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25th  Cowo«---3d  Se8S 


DefalcttHon  of  public  officers —  Mr.  fVist 


Sir,  how  could  such  a  derision  bo  made  in  such  a  rarel 
Mr.  Parker  and  Mr.  Van  Hook  told  the  commiiiee  how  it 
WM  done : 

*'Or  the  papers  marked  bj  the  Secietarpr  25,  with  the  on- 
closures,  nnd  t*,  I  hive  no  knowledge  until  now  handed  for 
my  peruii.-il.  The  eviJence  furnUhed  with  them  being  taken 
wiih<»ni  notice  fmin  the  rollcetor  to  Mr.  Van  Hook,  they 
appear  (u  have  ben  roiuriif^d  lor  that  reason,  with  a  letter 
from  the  Secreiary  to  J.  W.  Rerkleta,  May  29,  1835 ;  (XIX)  in 
consequence  of  which,  the  testimony  of  Joseph  W.  Reckless, 
jr.,  ami  David  S.  l^on  was  taken  at  New  York,  before  Richard 
Riker,  June  *Z<,  1<35,  with  sundry  exhibits,  (XX)  and  appears 
to  have  been  forwarded  to  ihe  department  wiih  a  letter  from 
Ge<»rge  WooiL  the  collector's  counsel,  on  the  16ih  of  July, 
l!5J5,(XXt.)  Jlaving  received  this  evidence  from  the  depart- 
ment, upon  a  request,  made  in  a  letter  of  the  20th  of  July,  I 
wrore  to  the  Secretary  on  the  28lh  of  July,  1835,  a  letter 
(XXII)  stating  ray  view  of  the  case  as  it  rested  upon  the  evi- 
deticc.  This  letter,  with  one  from  Mr  Van  Hook,  of  Aueuii 
20,  1935,  with  commeniaby  him  upon  the  testimony,  (XXl  11) 
dated  August  1,  \a  suited  to  have  been  forwardetl  to  the  col- 
lector, whose  reply,  (XXIV)  dated  September  1^  18J5.  ap- 
pears to  have  been  rcceive«i  by  the  department  on  the  ^Isi  of 
September,  enclosing  an  affidavit  of  John  Arnold,  (G,)  taken 
without  notice  to  the  complainant,  and  in  the  hand>writing  of 
George  Wo.hI,  Elsq.,  of  New  York,  counsel  for  the  collector, 
sworn  to  at  Penh  Amboy,  September  18,  before  Joseph  Marsh, 
intended  to  rebut  an  obsci  vaiion  in  Mr.  Van  Hook's  letter  of 
the  1st  Aiign.li,  (XXIII  )  This  letter  of  the  ^collector,  of  8ep- 
temlier  16,  (XXIV)  appears,  by  a  memorandum  upon  it,  signed 
*  Rodman,'  to  have  been  received  the  2ist  of  September,  and 
a  direction  is  thereon  in  pencil,  as  follows: 

'"G.  R.,  make  out  an  abstract  of  the  charges,  and  evidence 
and  explanations,  for  and  against  them,  end  mark  and  Alo  all 
for  the  President.— \V.'  ■ 

"  A  paper  marked  39  and  40  by  iho  department  (XXV)  ap- 
pears to  have  been  made  out,  entitled  'Absiiaci  cf  chargts  and 
testimony  in  the  case  of  J.  W.  Reckless,  Collector  <if  the  Dis- 
iri':t  of  Perth  Amboy.'  The  documents  submittecl  with  the 
al)^tract,  and  referred  to  therein,  appear  to  have  been  as  fol- 
low;*. VIZ ;  William  Van  Hook'a  letter,  and  the  letter  of  James 
Parker,  encK»sing  it,  (I  and  II)  referred  to  as  paper  A." 

'-  The  abstract  of  the  charges  and  testimony  submitted  tn  the 
President  is  defective  and  erroneous.  In  the  statement  of  the 
first  charge,  it  makes  no  reference  whatever  to  any  testimony 
lakcn  in  its  support  on  the  part  of  the  complainant.  The  cvi 
di^nce  of  F.  W.  Drinlcy,  Bonjamin  Maurice,  and  James 
Parker  as  In  this  charge,  was  contained  in  the  testimony  taken 
at  Perth  Amboy,  marked  C,  and  XV ;  and  with  the  exhibit 
No  l,atrai:hed  thereto,  completely  falsified  the  pretence  set 
up  by  J.  W.'Reckless  in  his  matemenl,  (V,)  for  not  crediting 
the  t.umHge  duty  received  for  thrt  scho<»ner  Pacific.  The 
ab-tran  rcferrir»g  to  no  evidence  in  support  of  this  charge,  the 
President  decided  that  it  was  disproved ;  whereas.  If  the  testi- 
mony had  been  stated,  it  would  have  been  found  to  be  fully 
sustained  and  proved 

"As  lo  the  second  charge,  the  asrenion  of  J.  W.  Reckless, 
in  Ills  IfcUer  of  January  2A  183,'>,  (V,)  that  Mr.  Brinley  sug- 
gested the  mode  of  making  out  the  accounts.  Is  expressly  con- 
tradicted bv  that  witness,  in  the  testimony  taken  at  Penh 
Amboy,  (CXV.)  The  witness  expiesaly  swears  that  he  told 
Reckless  '  that  it  was  incorrect ;'  and  particularly  he  swears 
'  that  ho  never  ioforra«l  Mr.  RecklesM  inat  it  was  the  usoge  of 
the  office  u>  charge  the  incidenul  expenses,  and  cover  ihem  by 
the  receipts  of  the  boatmen  of  the  revenue  boat ;  it  never  was 
done,  until  the  making  up  of  the  accounts  for  the  fourth  <iuaner 
of  18^  which  were  made  up  in  the  month  of  January,  1834 ; 
that  he  does  know  that  the  boatmen  always  received  the 
sum  specified  in  their  accounta,  until  the  fourth  quaner  of 
1833 ;  and  that  during  the  time  Mr.  Parker  was  collecior, 
ihe  boatmen  always  received  the  sum  specified  in  their  re* 
ceipts.' 

"The  President,  on  this  charge,  decided  that  Mr.  Brinley  ac- 
knowledges,  on  oath,  that  the  manner  of  Rcckless's  accounts 
were  made  agreeably  to  the  usage  of  the' office  before  he 
eame  to  it.  .  .       ^    «    ^ 

"As  to  the  third  chare**,  no  testimony  waa  taken  by  Mr. 
Van  Hook  ;  and  the  affidavit  of  John  Arnold,  on  behalf  of  the 
collector,  (C,)  was  ear  parte,  conirarv  to  the  Instruciiona  of  the 
Secretary,  and  the  affidavit  prepare*!  by  counsel,  iu  New  York, 
and  aflefrwards  sworn  to  at  Perth  Amboy. 

'*  Immediately  after  this  decision  upon  the  case,  on  the  24th 
of  rtepiember,  1835,  a  letter  appears  to  have  been  written  by  the 
Secretary  of  the  Tr.  asury  to  the  Comptroller,  (XXVIII,)  di- 
lectinghlm  to  call  upon  J.  W.  Reckless  to  make  settlement  for 
expenses  referred  to,  which  the  Comptroller  (Mr.  Anderson) 
relers  to  the  Register  of  the  Treasury.  The  answer  of  the 
Register  not  furnishing  the  requisite  information,  the  Com  p. 
troHer,  Joseph  Andenion.  »p|>ear8,  on  the  2d  of  October,  1835, 
to  have  wiiiien  to  J.  W  Reckless,  (XXIX,>and  called  upon 
him  for  'astatementoftiie  incidental  expenses  included  in^ho 
boatmen's  accounts,  wbit  h  arc  not,  bv  law,  allowable,'  &c.  ic. 

"The  letter  ol  J.  W  R.  ckle=u,  Jitted  Perth  Amboy,  Nov. 
lfQ5,  (XXX,)  encloses  an  account  of  itcm)»,  covered  by  boat- 
'  men's  receipts:  and  the  .  f>niticaie  of  T.  L.  Smi  h,  Resisterof 
ilif  Treasury.  (XXXI,)  ;-:i<»ws  ;hat  ihe  t:uin  of  three  hundred 
mid  BCveniy-8  X  dollars  and  tony-one  c«mU9,  lh»J«  covered  by 
ihosf*  receipts,  Ims^  been  pla^eil  to  the  debt  of  ihe  collector, 
iTih  Deccniber.  18:?5,  a^  -amount  tinprop*^rIy  charged  by  the 
«-.>lhctor  as  disbnr»cmei)  M  to  l«o,'uirien:  Cl.'vj  96  of  the  same 
h  iving  been  allowed  in  hn  account  ol  emc'.uineriia." 

Such  is  the  evidence  ol  Mr.  Parker.  Mr.  Van  Hook  testified 
as  fuliuWB : 

"Tbsasury  Dbpartmbnt,  April  15, 1835. 

"Sir:  I  have  to  aoquaini  you,  in  leply  to  your  letter  of  the 
I3ih  instant,  that  the  collector  of  Perth  Araboy,  as  well  as 
yourself,  was  requested  to  give  notice  when  about  to  take  testi- 
mony ill  the  case,  and  none  will  be  received  and  considered 
unless  taken  in  the  presence  of  both  paniea. 

"I  am,  very  resiMJCtfulIy,  your  obe<licni  servant, 

'       ^       '  » LEVI  WOODOURY, 

"  Secretary  of  ihe  Treasury. 

««W]n.  Van  HooK,E^q.  New  YorkV 

^^Teatimony  of  Wiliiam  Var^  Hook. 

"Question  by  Mr.  Wi<»e  to  Mr.  Van  Hook  :  Will  you  [.lease 
•tale  all  you  know  respecting  certain  charges  preferred  against 
Joseph  W.  Reckless,  collector  at  Perth  Amboy,  and  the  action 
of  the  Treasury  Department  thereon  ? 

"  Anawei  by  Mr.  Van  Hook  :  Some  time  (Mre%ious  to  the 
month  of  January,  1835k  1  became  ac^aaiated  with  the  faa  that 


Joseph  W.  Reckless,  the  collector  of  Penh  Amboy,  New  Jer- 
sey, had  defrauded  the  Government.  And  on  the  3d  of  the 
same  month,  I  addressed  to  the  iSecrctary  of  the  Trtasnry  the 
letter  No.  1,  herewith  presented,  and  which  I  beg  may  tie  re- 
ceived as  part  of  this  my  answer,  and  which  contains  the 
charges  in  detail.  On  the '26th  or  27(h  of  the  same  month  of 
January,  I  received  from  the  Secretary  the  letter  dated  23<l  Jan- 
uary, (No.  7,)  c«ivcring  the  aiiewt;r  of  Mr.  Becklens  (No.  5) 
to  tlie  charges.  My  answer  to  the  Secretary  (No.  9)  denies  the 
truth  of  the  excuse  offered  by  Mr.  Reckless,  and  olieiing  to 
prove  the  truth  (»f  the  charges.  Tho  Secretary,  in  No.  13,  di- 
rf>ct.s  me  to  uke  eyideocu  i>l  the  truth  of  the  charges,  on  notice 
to  Mr.  Rc^kleM;  and  I  acconlingly  proceeded  to  take  the  de- 
position, first  having  given  him  notice  of  the  lime  and  plare  of 
taking  it:  at  which  time  Mr.  Recklees,  attendetl  by  his  counsel, 
G.  D.  Wall,  Esq.,  then  district  attorney  of  the  United  States 
for  the  districi  of  New  Jersey,  ap()«rured  and  cron^-examinrd 
such  wimessesas  he  pleased.  This  testimony  Is  coniiined  in 
the  paper  marked  No.  15,  and  is  the  deposition  of  F.  VV.  Brin- 
ley, Men.  James  Parker,  and  Bcnj.  Maui  ice,  and  the  certificate 
ol*^  th''  mayor  of  Penh  Amboy,  and  to  which  I  bog  leave  par- 
ticulirly  to  call  the  attention  of  the  commuiee. 

"  No.  3*2  is  a  tetter  from  the  Secretary  to  me,  stating  that  no 
evidence  will  be  laid  before  the  President  which  I  nave  not 
had  the  opportunity  of  being  preaent  at  the  taking  of;  and  No. 
24  is  the  deposition  of  John  Arnold,  taken  ex  parte  on  the  L'sih 
of  S.piember,  only  five  days  before  the  date  of  the  leUer  to  me 
communicating  the  President's  decision.  This  deposition  is  re- 
ferred to  in  ihe  aberraci  of  the  case  laid  befor**  the  President^  - 
of  the  taking  of  which  I  had  no  knowledge,  and  which  I  couliF, 
I  verily  believe,  at  iliat  time  have  disproved,  had  I  had  any 
notice  of  it. 

"I  must  now  call  the  particulHr  attention  of  the  committee  to 
the  abstract  laid  before  the  President,  (No.  C5.)  This  abstract 
intiiely  omits  all  mention  of  any  evidence  bearing  on  ^le  first 
charge,  arid  the  President  decides  it  not  proved:  whereas, 
there  was  not  only  full  and  complete  evidence  of  ihc  charge, 
but  full  proof  that  the  excuse  of  Mr.  Reckless  was  false.  And 
again,  in  referring  to  that  abstract,  it  will  be  feen  that  the  same 
is  maide  out  from  the  ex  parte  deposition  of  young  Reckless, 
marked  D,  and  which  1  tiad  never  seen  or  been  notified  of  the 
taking  of.  And  this  is  done  in  despite  of  the  Secretary's  pledge 
to  me  in  his  letter,  (32.)  And  thus  all  the  evidence  on  the  part 
of  the  accused  laid  before  the  President  was  ex  parte,  while  I 
was  forced  to  take  my  testimony  st  my  own  expense,  to  give 
noticA  and  then  find  it  suitpressed." 

But,  sir,  the  worst  of  it  ail  is,  that  the  President  or  Secretary, 
or  both,  were  convinced  o(  his  guilt,  iioiwiihPt.indlng  their  de- 
cision ;  for  we  find  them  onlering  the  accused  tj  pay  back  the 
moneys  which  he  had  admitted  he  had  fals<  ly  charged. 

"Trbasurv  Dbpartmbnt,  Sepf.  2i,  1835. 

"Sir:  In  comp'iii.re  with  the  direciiun  ol  the  Prc.nid.nt, 
referriil  lo  in  the  encluseil  copy  of  a  letter  addrff'aed  by  this 
I>«partraent  to  Mr.  Van  Hook,  of  New  York,  in  the  ca.«e  of 
certain  charges  preferred  bv  him  against  J.  W.  Reckles<i,  col- 
lector  of  the  district  of  Perth  .^mboy,  I  transmit,  herewith,  the 
papers  in  the  case,  in  order  ihat  the  officer  named  may  be 
called  upon  to  make  settlement  for  the  expenses  referred  to, 
and  will  thank  you  to  lake  the  necessary  mca«ures  to  arconi- 
plish  that  object.  The  papers  now  sent  may  be  returned  to 
this  Denarimtnt  when  done  with. 

"1  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

"LEVI  WOODBURY, 
"  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 

"JosBPH  Andkivson,  Esq. 

'*  ComptroUt^r  of  the  Treasury. 

"  Respectfullv  referred  to  the  Register  of  the  Treasury,  who 
will  be  pleasea  u>  ascertain,  from  the  settled  accounts  in  his 
office,  the  amount  of  the  improper  charged  made  by  collector 
Reckless,  alluded  m  in  the  accompanying  ditcuinenta,  which  the 
Reeisier  w:ll  rciurn  with  his  report  to  me. 

"JOSEPH  ANDERSON,  Comptroller. 

''Septembsr  29,  1836. 

"Trbasuby  Dbpartmemt, 
^^CotAplrolffi's  Office,  (:k'tubtr%  18a'). 
*•  "Sir:  In  a  communication  nceiTed  from  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  dated  the  24th  ultimo,  I  am  informed  that  the  Presi 
dent,  in  relation  to  tho  ••hargcs  preferred  aeiainsi  you  by  Mr. 
Van  Hook,  had  directed  that  I  should  call  upon  vou  for  a  set- 
tlement of  all  the  incidental  expenses  included  in  the  boatmen's 
accounta,  which  are  not  by  law  allowable,  together  with  the 
amount  of  the  fees  retained  ami  paid  to  the  district  atioruey  out 
of  the  proceeds  of  tlie  achooner  Pacific 

**I  have,  accordingly,  to  request  that  you  will,  aa  early  as 
practicable,  furnish  a  statement,  specifying  each  and  every  in- 
cidental expense  included  in  the  several  boatmen'K  accounts : 
BUting  on  whose  and  what  account,  and  in  what  manner  so  in- 
cluded ;  to  which  statement  you  will  add  the  fees  retained  and 
pakl  to  the  district  attorney  aforesaid. 

"ResixjciAilly,  JOS.  ANDERSON. 

"  J.  W.  Rbcklbss,  Esq.,  CoUector,  Perth  Amboy,  N.  J. 
"Collector's  Officb,  Perth  Amboy,  November,  1835. 

"Sir:  I  have  received  your  favor  of  the  2d  ultimo,  request- 
ing a  statement  o(  all  the  incidental  expenses  charged  in  the 
boatmen's  account,  which  you  have  heicwiih  ;  and,  on  exam- 
in:ition,  you  will  please  charge  me  with  such  amounts  as  cannot 
be  allowed  by  law.  The  amount  paid  district  attorney,  841  44, 
\;hoj«e  receipt,  together  with  all  the  others,  are  on  file  in  the 
Secretary's  office  at  Washington. 

"  Very  respectfully,  yotir  obedient  servant, 

"J.  W   RECKLESS,  CoUector. 

"  To  Joseph  Anderson,  Esq  ,  Comptroller.**- 

Following  theee  are  the  statements  of  the  irreguiar  charges 
against  Government  by  Reckless.  The  Register  states  these  as 
admitted : 

"TREA8t!RY  DEPARTMENT, 
"Register's  Office,  July  2,  1836. 
"I  do  hereby  certify  that  the  preceding  letter  and  statements 
are  true  copies  from  the  originals  filed  in  this  office  with  iheac- 
countfj,  for  the  third  quarter  of  1835,  of  Joseph  W.  Reck!rr«s, 
collector  of  Perth  Amboy,  and  that  the  amount  un.Ier  the  head.- 
of  contingent  and  mridf-ntal  cxpcn.'cs,  v»z  : 

SeconJ  quarter  \^^       -  -  •  •    «.'»9  00 

Foiinh  q.uti-fer  r<:j       ...  -     inf,  77 

Sopteinbor  28,  Ifxfj,  cash  lo  diatrict  attorney 

for  advice  in  claim  against  schooner  Pacific      41  44 
Second  qtiarter  1834       •  •  -      9()  17 

Third  quarter  18»4         -  -  •  -      78  83 


AoltMfBtiH  to  tke  sim  "Of 


has  been  placed  to  his  dehit  in  the  Treasurr  nUleinent  n* 
68,927,  dated  17th  December,  1835,  as  'amJunt  inZoS 
charged  by  the  collector  as  disbureemenu  to  bo»un«L  tlSa 
of  the  same  having  beco  allowed  in  his  accounu  of  emolB. 
m«iui.'  ,  "T.L  SMITH, iJejiiffl;^' 

Sir,  these  documents  comment  upon  thenuelreil  I  cooH 
present  you  with  another  case  fiom  the  leaUmooj  of  Mr. 
Parker— the  case  of  Arnold— but  I  proceed  tp  oihen. 

Sir,  I  will  now  torn  fh)na  the  cuMoros  to  the  land  ofScca.  I 
will  give  you  a  flagra'-i  case  of  violation  of  doty  on  the  wn  of 
the  E.xccutivc  in  the  instance  of  Wm.  Linn,  a  recei?er«  Vu- 
dalia,  Illinois.  On  the  23d  day  of  i\iw.  1851,  the  ^rmryof 
the  Treasury,  then  Mr.  Taney,  wrote  to  that  officer  ihefbUotM 
leiicr ;  ^ 

"TREAsrRY  DEPARTiiB3rr,Jtnie23,l8W. 

"Sm  :  I  regret  to  be  under  the  necessiiyof  caHinijourit 
tention  to  that  provision  of  the  regt]laiionsforthedep(neoftlii 
public  money  which  requires  that  each deposiieibooldembnce 
ihe  whole  amount  in  the  possession  of  receiven.  Actordmcto 
yourieiums,  there  was  m  your  hands  on  the  SiaofMardh 
la^i,  tho  sum  of  $10,543  49;  Tin  the  3(Xh  of  April,  tbenmof 
•  12,45.3  :^2;  on  the  SFst  of  May,  tlie  sum  of  tl3,aa6  10; ;« 
it  appeart*  that  its  transfer  to  the  bsnk  of  depoiiie  »ai  definad 
until  the  3Ist  of  May,  and  that  the  sum  then  deposited  aaooii- 
ed  to  no  more  than  •8,060.  Under  ihe«  circumstaoen,  it  l» 
comes  my  duty  to  direct  that  the  whole  amount  ol  puUicoHiom 
in  your  hands  at  the  time  of  the  receipt  of  ihia  letter  be  iotik- 
wim  dei>osited,  and  to  apprize  you  thai  strict  and  poocnal  k- 
tention  to  the  regulation  in  relation  lo  the  depositeoriMpoblic 
inono^  is  indispensable. 

*"  I  am,  dec.  R.  B  TANTT, 

"  Secretary  of  the  TVeonry- 

*' WiLtiAte  Linn,  Eso. 

"  Rti:eitn  of  Public  Money ^  VandoHa.** 

By  this  letter  a  duly  is  ordered  lo  be  diechareed,  auention  to 
^  which  is  reganled  aa  ^ indispensable*'    Well,  air,  70a 017 
judge  of  the  oflicer'a  obedience  by  the  foikiwiof  (too  Mr. 
Woodbury : 

"TRBAaURV  DBPARTHflNT,  Od.2Q,  183l 

*'SiB'  I  would  remark,  Fn  reply  to  yoar  letur  ofiheSOik 
ultimo,  that  you  are  not  auihorizea  to  retain  die  pobik  Doatj 
in  your  handa,  to  meet  anticipated  demands  arising BMleriki 
circular  01  August  last,  contrary  to  the  regulatiooi  vhkh  thi 
Department  lias  prescribed  for  the  periodical  depoeite  ihereol 

**  Observing,  from  your  monthly  return  of  the  30ik  tritiiM 
that,  notwithstanding  the  postiive  injuoctiun  cooaiiKd  ia  akt- 
ter  I^Lom  Uic  Department,  dated  the  23d  June  last,  (of  wlmii  1 
copy  is  herewith  eocloeeo,)  the  peblic  DKmeys  havebeeapr 
milled  to  accumulate  in  your  hands,  in  vk)Uiuon  of  ikt  \sMmi 
tlie  instruction  of  tlie  Department,  since  the  SlH  of  MaylH, 
and  that  it  amounted  on  ihedOth  ultimo,  to  ibesumof  fldjSKJI, 
I  am  coiif^i rained,  by  your  contioijod  neglect,  to  call  jNt 
immcdiaie  attention  to  the  subject,  and  again  to  icqiin 
ihai  thi--  whole  of  the  public  moneys  in  your  poMeaioa  tie  de- 
posited forthwith.  Unleas  you  exhibit  to  the  t>eparaiMst«» 
fMCU»ry  evidence  of  yo«r  having  done  so  prior  10  tlie  hc^ijif 
December  next,  accompiaQied  bv  a  staiemsnt  shovug  your  i»> 
ceipts  and  di8bursemeiii&  and  the  balaqce  wirh  whidiyMiie 
chargeable  at  the  time  of^such  deposiie,  it  will  be  ajpeififu 
duty  to  submit  the  case  for  tlie  action  o(  the  Ezecoure,  aada 
recommend  tho  appointment  of  another  pereoo  ti  yosr  «• 
cesser.  I  am,  dec 

•*  LEVI  AVOODBURY, 

"  Seretary  «/  the  Tnamm. 

"Mr.  William  Linn, 

"  Receiver  of  Public  Money,  Vandalia,  Mms.' 

Now,  sir,  herein  Is  coniaioed,  by  the  Depaitmeot  itseH  ly^ 
cifirniion  against  this  officer,  of  ''tiolation  of  tkeluf  ou^ 
t>Mfrucn*on,''afler  warning,  and  one  would  luppo*  tHj 
case  he  refused  to  do  his  duty,  he  would  have  been  reoom. 
Let  us  see :  «     ,  ,«* 

"  Trrasurt  Depaktjoint,  Dit.  i  15H. 
"Sir:  Allow  one  to  Inquire  Why  it  is  Uiai  yotirleueroltj 
16th  ultimo  is  entirely  silent  as  lo  your  neglect  to  anniJT«» 
the  positive  directions  contained  in.  a  leuer  from  the  Depirt- 
mcni,  dated  the  23d  June  last,  and  that  yos  still  n^lecnopil 
over  the  public  money  in  your  band^  or  to  furoiA  the loie' 
meot  as  required  by  my  letter  of  ihfc23d  ulumo,anda*«Mi« 

of  your  advances  to  Colonel  Ogden.  „ 

-Iam,&c  LEVI  WOODBURT, 

"  Secretary  (f  f*e  7Vea«r|. 
"  William  Linn,  E*^q-  „ .    „ 

'Received  of  Public  Money,  VandaUa,  lUwou" 

This  proves  con/Mm«ry,  as  well  as  dejalcatioiiapdwgg. 
Let  us  see  what  again  is  done  with  rhb  faithle*  lemiL 
Would  you  noi  suppose  that  the  nest  lime  he  itom  be  if 
moved  1    Sir,  do  notice  what  follows: 

••  Tksasdby  Dbpabtmest,  Ftb.  12, !» 

"Sir;  Although  it  has  plea«d  the  Presideal,  uoder*«- 
planaiions  given,  notwithstanding  your  past  neglect  m  a** 
cases  to  depositr  line  public  moneys  as  required ''/  "•,**J^ 
Instructions  of  •  le  Department,  to  renominate  yen  for  tw  met 
of  receiver  of  public  moocv  at  Vandalia,  end  voor  dowio^ms 
haji been  coijlVrn»cd,  yet  it  is  not  to  be  inferred,  fro«itto«v 
dcnce  of  his  regard,  that  any  future  omission  m  ws  r«^ 
can  be  overlooked.  Oiice  for  all,  ihen,  I  would  iDfonn  jcnm 
a  strict  observance  of  the  regulations  of  the  Departroenvww 
{icriodir^l  deposite  of  the  public  money,  and  the  t'"*J"'"JJ 
your  accounts  end  returns,  are  paramount  duties,  ueKf"* 
of  which  will  be  leported  fi»r  the  action  of  the  Bm«5!^ 
•'  I  am,  &c  LEVT  WOODBJW, 

«'  Secretary  of  the  IVesisry 

"Wm.  Link,  Eso.  „.,_^. 

'•  Receiver  of  Public  Money,  Vandaha,  lm»»- 

Arcnominatitmto  qffiee.'  And  the  very  reoomiiistf'''; 
cites  his  ''pa^t  neglect**^hi9  violation  of  lawandiiatniaj^ 
This  was  an  evidf  nee  of  the  President's  regard.  ^'•'rV; 
was  not  to  infer  from  this  evWence  that  he  ynt§  ^'ifj*'*''^ 
And  he  is  warned  ihat  if  he  does  sin  again,  he  wiH  be  ijww 
to  the  Executive  !  Now,  eir,  he  had  reason  to  be  tnro  " 
that,  had  he  not  ?  Does  this  not  prove  a  corrtipi  '*^*H^^ 
faiililcp-t  offucr,  from  pcrwuial  regard— fa vonti«nT  WV  »i 
would  yon  n'>f  Mip,»o.»e  that,  nfrr  this  criminal  '"*"*^*TI 
this.'»up<*r  kindncKs— fhi«  winking  at  f*arf  "**''T'' "-^rfi 
threat  of  future  punishment,  the  fellow  *'"''*•  V^Tlf\!!2 
as  well  as  fear,  have  done  his  duty  afierwardeT  0«  "^ 
think  so.    Let  us  see :  « 

"  Treasitby.  Dspakimxkt.  ^J'J?^^ 


•^  *^         H      "  8n :  I  am  in  the  receipt  of  your  lecwr  of 
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Defalcation  of  public  officers — Mr.  Wise, 


H.  of  Reps. 


eoTerii^  joar  aecoont  current  for  the  month  of  Jone,  with  two 
c«nilk«tM  o(  dei^osiier  one  of  which  beare  date  on  the  30ch  of 
•aid  month.  I  wish,  therefore,  to  he  informed  why  the  entire 
arooQDt  of  monej  on  hand  at  the  time  the  iaat  depoaite  waa 
made  was  not  include  in  ft ;  the  balance  appearing  bj  your 
aeeonnt,  not  deposited,  amounts  to  •16,129  Oi,  which.  I  hare  to 
request  may  be  forthwith  placed  in  bank  to  the  credit  of  the 
Treasurer  of  the  United  States. 
"  I  am,  very  respectfully,  dec. 

«  LEVI  WCX>DBURT, 
"  Secretaiy  of  the  Trtatuty, 
**  William  LiMir,Ei<i. 

"  Recdxer  qf  Public  Maney^  VmtdaUa^  ItUnM," 
Thus  he  does  "  likewise."    Again : 

"TkBAfimT  DsPAKOoniT,  Dee.  8, 1837. 

**8m:  Your  letter  of  the  aWi  ultimo,  annouoang  the  death 

of  Mr.  Prentiss,  register,  is  received.    Again  it  becomea  my 

doty  Co  call  your  attention  to  the  subject  of  my  former  leuera  In 

leiBrenec  to  the  depoaite  of  the  public  money ;  and  to  inform 

Cu  that  if,  by  return  of  mail,  eridaDce  is  not  recaiTed  of  your 
ving  complied  with  the  requiremeota  of  my  letters  of  16ih 
August  and  3d  Neirember,  It  will  be  my  unpleasant  duty  to  re- 
port your  neglect  to  the  Frarfdent,'  and  to  recommend  your 
remoTal  from  office.       I  am,  Ac. 

«  LBVI  WOODBDIIT, 
«  Secretary  of  the  Treaeury. 
«'  WiLUAM  Lncii,  IBM. 
**Jiecetear,  Vandatia^ 

This  case  needs  no  commaDl.  Sir,  it  a  but  justice  to  this 
nfficer,  Linn,  lo  say  that  William  J.  Brown,  the  examiner  of 
the  Vaodalta  office,  on  the  12fch  day  of  J^ne,  1838,  made  to  the 
Seciatary,  Weodbunr,  a  very  iavorable  report  of  him,  from 
which  I  extract  tiia  iDllowing : 

**qfhie  JidOity  f  th»  Oovemment  I  have  no  dmtbt; 
though  engaged  in  apeeulaUng  to  a  cooadei«bte,eztenl,  I  have 
w>  evidence  that  he  usee  the  pubUe  Junde^  nor  could  I  learn 
that  such  an  opinion  prerallea  in  his  neighborhood."* 

But,  sir,  be  it  kept  jo  mind  that  YntfaiUd  always  (o  paribrm 
Out  *^|MiraM0WJ»<"  and  ^*indi»ptin$able"  ^mj  %o  depoeiUihn 
pwblic  money.  Perhaps  he  did  not  speculate.  Were  ever  de- 
UlcatioA  and  neglrci  so  palpably  approved  by  superintendents? 
If  the  money  had  been  Levi's  own,  would  he  have  thus  trusted 
and  Ibrgiven,  iergiven  and  trtistea,adeiaulior7  No.  sir.  A 
Socreury  wtio  charged  Govsrnment  fifteen  cents  a  mile  and  a 
per  diem  for  attendance  lo  testify  before  an  investigating  com- 
mtuec  of  this  House,  at  he  did,  and  overcharged  his  account  at 
thnt,  would  have  discharged  a  trustee  so  luiihlesa,  at  once. 
lie  Is  a  Levi,  sir,  but  not  a  son  of  Alpheus,  who  would  leave 
ihe  receipt  nf  customs  even  to  obey  the  command  of  the 
itaviaur,  ^  FoOovd  me  I"  He  would  not  leave  his  <ntn  money 
lor  his  God !    Lino  is  reported  a  defaulter. 

1  will  givs  you  another  caas.  I  take  it  fhm  fifty,  par  ex- 
ample, and  fbr  the  special  benefit  of  my  Mend  before  me  (Mr. 
Pkbwtus.)  It  ia  the  ease  of  Harria,  the  rscalver  at  Golumbus, 
Miaaianppl.  He  was  a  notorious  drunkard  and  dsfanllar,  kepi  in 
office  for  two  years,  with  all  his  sins  about  him,  in  full  knowledge 
of  the  Depaitment,  until  he  became  ramus  to  Government  in 
the  pi«uy  litf le  sum  of  about  •160000 1  I  find  to  this  man  no 
lev  than  J{fteen  warnings,  eonUnued  through  two  years  or  oiore^ 
and  at  last  was  no vsc  punished. 

March  6, 1834,  Mr.  Taney  wrote  to  him  that  he  waa.in  ar- 
reaia,  and  that  to  rendsr  his  returns  waa  an  **  indiep^neable" 
dutj.    Agalrx  Mr.  Woodbury  wrote  lo  him : 

''TasASDar  DBPAancxNT,  Feb.  6, 1835. 
•*  Sib  :  I  regret  tlwt  there  should  be  otcasieii  for  again  calling 
joar  attention  to  the  omission  to  render  your  monthly  duplicate 
raiarae  to  this  office,  for  the  months  of  Nbvember  aad  December, 
(ihoM  being  in  arrear,)  and  to  remind  you  that  punctuality  in 
this  reapect  is  indispensable. 

^-I  am,  Asc:  LEVI  WOODBURY, 

"  Seeietary  of  Ike  TVeostf ry. 
^  W.  P.  HABaia,  Esq. 
(  ^Receiver  qf  PubUe  Money,  Columbus,  Miee.** 

Agaio: 

«TUA8miY  DaPARTiairr.  March  17, 1836. 

**Hik:  Ifaving  received  nomonttily  duplicate  return  of  the 
ifmiMttCCioas  of  your  office  since  that  for  the  month  of  October 
last,  ic  beoMsea  my  unpleasant  duty  to  call  your  Immediate  at* 
taation  to  the  mnisaion.  Allow  me  to  express  a  hope  that  there 
nwy  bo  no  farther  occasion  to  remind  you  of  the  importance  of 
poiicuwlity  in  the  tranamisaiona  of  theoa  returns. 
^  "lam,&c.  LEVI  WOODBURY, 

*^  Secretary  qf  the  TVeasury. 

•«W.  F.  HABBxa,  Colttmbue,  Mieeieeippl" 

A^aio. 

'^TsBAavxT  DBPABTMXirr.  Jufte  2S,  1835. 
■*  8im :  Having,  in  a  communication  addressed  to  you  on  the 
i^th  of  March  last,  and  on  several  prior  occasions,  urged  upqn 
fou  the  indispensable  necessity  of  a  strict  attention  oi  making 
rour  month ly  returns,  and  finding  that  no  returns  have  been 
wcaivod  from  you  since  that  for  the  month  of  November  last,  it 
>0Cofn6a  my  unpleasant  duty  to  say  to  70U,  that  if  thoss  in  ar« 
•nmx  are  not  transmitted  by  return  of  mail,  I  shall  be  constrainsd 
m  tmuon  your  neglea  for  the  action  of  the  Executive. 

»•  I  am,  Ac.  LEVI  WOODBURY, 

"  Secretary  of  the  Treaeury. 
**  RwauvBa  ov  Public  Mobby,  Ootumbue.*' 

Asain  t 

**TBSA8trBY  Dbpartmbmt,  Auguet  SB;  163B. 
**  8nt :  Agreeably  to  the  intimation  given  you  in  my  letter  of 
Ike  iOth  June,  it  has  become  my  disagreeable  duty  to  report 
roar  continued  neglect  to  the  President,  who  has  Instructed  me 
4>  say  to  you,  that  if  the  monthly  returns  required  from  yon  by 
iiecMCulaiionsof  the  Treasury,  which  are  Ip  arrears,  are  not 
rec^ved  at  the  Department  on  or  before  the  10th  of  October 
lezu  you  will  then  be  dlsmiamd  from  <»*£•■  ^^«.^,, 
^  '    - 1  am,  Ac.  LEVI  WOODBURY, 

"^cretaryofthe  Treasury. 
••  WrLLlAM  P.  HAJaus,  Bq. 

*' b^eeiver  of  PubUe  Ji^^^i^gy^  ColuvOms,  MtssV 

WelL  air,  one  would  htre  s^  ^u^od  that  without  doubt  he 
irould  tlie  next  urns  bars  (wsq  TP^Js^    Again  : 

^TsMAMfrer  v'*^A«*ii»n'»  S^.  SB;  18K. 


^^TwAMUhr  y^'ZAttnaii",  Sept  88;  I8BB 


1^' 


tia. 


stead  of  the  parent  bank  at  Natchex  1    Does  ths  branch  refuse 
10  receive  them,  and  credit  the  amount  at  the  mother  bank  1 
*'I  am,  dec.  LBVI  WOODBURY, 

"  Secretary  qf  the  Treasury. 
*'WnLiAM  P.  Habris,  Esq. 

** 'Receiver  of  Public  Money,  Columbus,  Miss. 
*^V.*^.  Your  return  for  the  month  of  February  last  has  been 
received  to-day,  aod  shows  a  large  amount  on  hand  aot  depo- 
eited ;  and  you  are  liereby  reouired,  if  not  already  dooa^  to  de- 
posiie  any  balance  still  on  hanJ  in  the  above  branch,  to  the  credit 
of  the  Treasury,  and  forward  receipts  ttiersfot,  iu  order  to  savo 
time  and  expense  in  travelling  to  Hatches." 

It  seems,  sir,  he  liked  to  have  forgotten  that  the  fellow  was  in 
default  at  all  *  The  postsctipt  recollects  it,  but  then  merely 
requests  the  performance  of  an  oft-neglected  duty !  But  ha 
writes  him  again  in  a  week; 

"TRBABimY  DBPABivairr,  Sept.  23, 1835. 

*'Sia:  I  regret  to  say  that  the  reaaons  assigned  in  your  letter 
of  lius  14ih  inst.  for  withholding  your  monthly  returns  cannpt 
hereafler  be  deemed  satisfactory.  I  can  perceive  no  sufficient 
cause  for  their  being  delayed  longer  than  the  first  week  in  each 
succeeding  montli,  as  there  can  be  no  difficulty  in  ascertaining 
at  once  the  amount  of  money  received  within  the  month,  or  in 
stating  the  amount  of  your  disbucsemenii  and  deposiles  during 
the  month.  This  is  all  Uiat  is  rsquirod  m  them.  The  object  of 
theee  retume  b  to  afford  the  Do^nment  the  earliest  information 
in  regard  to  the  money  operauona  of  the  land  Office,  and  tlie 
punaaal  iransmiMien  of  all  the  moneys  received  to  the  bank 
(»f  deposits.  Ttiey  are  therefore  of  paramount  importance,  and 
cannot  be  permitted  lo  await  the  completion  of  detailed  book 
entries,  or  the  perfection  of  uthet  businesa,  be  lis  character  what 

*  "**^'  "I  am,  Ac.  LEVI  WOODBURY, 

"  Steretary  of  the  Treasury. 
<«W.  P.  HABBi8,Bsq. 

**  Receiver  qf  PubUe  Money,  Oduffibus,  Miss." 

But  next,  sir,  comes  a  terrible  warning  I 

**TBBAaimY  Dbpaxtmbbt,  Oct  12, 1835. 
"  Sib  :  Trusting  to  the  aesuiaoces  given  In  your  letter  of  the 
14th  ultimo,  and  to  those  of  your  friends  made  m  your  behalf, 
the  President  has  consented,  upon  ths  fads  now  before  him,  to 
continue  in  office  until  the  12th  of  November  proximo :  then, 
anieps  your  monthly  returns  are  all  rendered,  and  sausfactory 
eviileoce  that  the  whole  of  the  public  moneys  with  which  you 
are  diargeabli  are  deposited,  yon  must  be  removed  from  office, 
however  pa  nful  to  both  him  and  this  Department. 

•Tarn,  Ac.  LEVI  WOODBURY, 

**  Secretary  of  the  Treaeury. 
«<W.  P.  HABaia,E^.       . 

"  Receiver  0/  Public  Money,  Columbus,  Miss.'* 

He  gives  him  till  November  proximo.  Now  for  your  duty— 
work  up,  my  honest,  faithful  fellow  I  It  vrill  be  painful  to  re- 
move so  teorthy  a  servant  I 

October  26, 1836,  the  Secretary  writes: 

"Tbbabitby  DBPABTMairr.  Oct.  26, 1836. 

**&»:  I  have  to  observe,  In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  9ih 
instant,  that  the  allowance  authorixed  by  the  regulatinns  of  the 
Department,  as  a  eompensatltm  for  travelling  expenees,  and 
rUc  m  the  tranamission  of  the  public  moneys  lu  the  bank  of  da- 
poeite,  can  only  be  maile  when  such  expenses  and  risk  have  ac- 
tually been  burred,  and  not  in  any  case  where  both  are  avoided, 
by  means  of  the  facilidep  afforded  by  the  mail  or  deposits  banks ; 
root  cover,  inasmuch  as  the  branch  bank  of  Columbus  receives 
and  credits  the  moneys  received  by  you  in.  the  first  instance,  I 
can  perceive  no  reason  why  each  deposhe  in  past  months  should 
not  have  embraced  the  whole  amount  in  your  possession  at  the 
time  of  such  deposite,  as  the  instructions  rsquirs. 

"  I  am,  Ac.  LEVI  WOODBURY, 

**Seerelary  of  the  Treasury. 

(*W.  P.  Habbib,  Esq. 

"Receiver  of  Public  Money,  Colutnbus." 

Again: 

**TBBABtmV  DBPABTMBlfT,  Nov.  28, 1836. 
"Bib:  Your  letter  of  the  11  th  Instant,  and  return  for  the 
month  of  October,  is  received.  As  your  deposiies  of  jpubllc 
nM>neye  are  made  at  (Solumbua,  no  reason  whatever  can  be  seen 
why  tne  whole  money  in  your  hands  at  the  end  of  the  month 
ia  not  deposited.  It  Is  eocpaetad  that  it  will  be  hereafier. 
•  I  am,  Ac  LEVI  WOODBURY, 

'^Secretary  qf  the  Treasury. 
"W.  P.  HABBis,Eflq. 

*" Receiver  qfPublie  Money,  Columbus,  Miss." 
He  has  escaped !    But,  sir,  he  is  soon  in  a  tight  plase  again : 

"TBBAstmT  DBrABncBm,  Jan.  19, 1836. 
"  Bm :  I  enclose  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  Henry  Phutner,  com- 
plaining  of  your  official  conduct,  and  have  to  request  that  yon 
will  fursish  prompt  aod  satisfactory  explanations. 

♦•  I  am,  Ac.  LEVI  WOODBURY, 

**  Secretary  qf  the  Treasury. 
"Rboistbb  op  Laud  Ovficb, 

"Columbus,  Mississippi." 
Again: 

''Tbbasuby  DbpabtmbmT;  ilfaroA28,l8a6. 
"Sib:  Your  lettsr  of  tlia  13th  inst.,  snclosing  your  return  for 
(he  month  of  November,  ie  received.  Again  it  becomes  my  un- 
pleasant duty  to  complain  of  your  neglect  in  this  respect,  aqd 
to  inform  you  that  the  omission  to  transmit  the  rsquired  monthly 
statement^  for  a  whole  qiiarter  afler  they  ars  dus,  cannot  be 

Crmitted  in  aay  public  officer ;  and  especially  after  having  been 
retofore  so  often  reminded  of  the  consequences  of  such  nsg- 
leeL  On  the  return  of  the  mail,  therefore,  if  the  usual  state- 
ments for  the  other  months  In  arrear  ate  not  received,  I  shall  be 
under  the  disagreeable  neoessltv  of  again  submiuing  the  subject 
10  the  President,  for  his  immeoUte  action. 

••  I  am/Ac  LEVI  WOODBURY, 

•*  Secretary  qf  the  Treasury. 
"W.  P.  Habbib,  Esq. 

'  Jtscetver  qfPublic  Money,  Columbus,  Mtss." 

Again: 
'  "  TRBAsrmY  Dbpabtmbnt,  June  6, 1836. 

"Sib:  Ybur^tter  of  the  23d  ull ,  accompanied  by  your  re- 
turns  for  the  month  of  April,  is  received.    Seeing  the  balance 


in  conformity  to  explicit  and  frequent  instructions  on  that  point. 
It  M  painful  to  be  obliged  to  ask  you  so  often  for  explanations. 
"  I  am,  Ac.  LEVI  WOODBURY, 

^Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

"RflCBIVBB  OP   PtTBUC  MONBY, 

"  ColumJbue,  Mississippi." 

At  last,  sir,  ths  fellow,  himself,  cannot  be  ungrateful  any 
longer ;  he  propoees  himself  to  resign  I 

"TBBAetTBY  Dbpartmbmt,  Sept.  21, 1S36. 

"Sib:  Your  letter  of  the  27th  ult.«  addrened  lo  the  President, 
ha«  been  referred  to  this  office.  Your  duties  as  receiver  will, 
of  courM,  have  ceased,  or  been  su^tpended,  afUr  the  Slat  uhimo, 
the  lime  teAen  you  propose  your  resignation  should  take 
qlfecl ;  immediate'steps,  it  is  hoped,  will  be  taken  to  adjust  your 
accounts,  and  pay  over  the  balance.  Soon  as  the  President  re- 
turns, a  further  commnnicaiion  will  be  made  to  yon. 

"  1  am,  Ac.  LEVI  WOODBURY, 

"  Secretary  qf  the  Treasury. 

"W.  P.  Harbib,  Esq.,  Columbus^  MUs.^'  ; 

And,  sir,  to  cap  the  climax  of  iliia  case,  the  Secretary's  last 
waaasfbliows: 

"Tbbasuby  Dbpabtubnt,  iVor.  19,  1836. 

"Sir  :  I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  1st  instant,  by  the 
mail  of  this  roocning,  and  r^ret  to  infotm  you  tliat,  as  long  ago 
as  August  last,  steps  were  tslsn  bv  the  Solicitor  of  the  Treasury 
to  attempt  to  secure  the  balance  aue  from  you. 

"  I  am,  Ac.  LEVI  WOODBURY. 

"  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

"  W.  P.  Habbib,  &q ,  Columbus,  Mus." 

He  **  regrets."  after  letting  him  run  on  from  March  6, 1834 
to  September  21, 1836— two  years  and  six  months  !->4o  inform, 
him  "that,  as  feng  ago  as  Aui^ust  ImeLstejte  were  taken"— 
taken  at  last.  Mr.  Speaker!  after  the  horse  was  stokn!  the 
fellow  was  uU!~-"/o  attempt  to  secure  the  balance  due  fVom 
him !  Was  there  ever  such  a  flagrant  ease  befoie  oonfessod, 
under  tlie  official  hand  and  seal,  bv  a  head  of  a  department  1 

Yes,  sir,  just  such  a  one  in  the  instance  of  thie  Harria's  sue- 
csssor :  a  man  named  Boyd  1  Sir,  would  not  one  have  reaeon- ' 
ably  supposed  that  the  Secretary  would  have  been  careful  to 
prs  vent  his  very  eucoessor  from  doing  the  vei7  same  thing?  Waa 
It  too  much  to  expect  that  he  would  at  leaet  have  been  watchful 
to  prevent  the  same  abuse  immediately  in  the  same  office  1  Sir, 
It  was  even  worse.  Soon  after  his  appointment,  the  Secretary 
wrote  to  him  as  follows : 

"  Tbbabury  DBPABTMBirr,  Dec.  26, 1836. 

" Sib:  In  reply  to  ilie  inquiry  luade  in  your  letter  of  the  7th 
instant,  I  would  rsspectfully  refer  you  to  the  endoerd  circular. 
I  embrace  the  occasion  to  call  your  attention  to  the  necessity  of 
making  your  montlily  returns  to  this  office  as  soon  after  the  ex- 
piration of  each  month  as  practicable. 

"I  am,  Ac.  -  LEVI  WOODBURY, 

"  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

"G.  D.  Boyd,  Esq. 

"^  Receiver  of  Public  Money,  Columbue,  Ml." 

The  next  letter  shows  that  Boyd  was  in  **  the  line  of  safe  pre< 
cedents,''  and  ^^ following  in  the  footsteps  of  his  illustnou^ 
predecearor:" 

"Trxasitby  Dbpabtmbnt,  June  10, 1837. 

"  Sib  :  In  consequence  of  your  neglect  to  render  your  monthly 
return,  and  pay  over  the  public  moneys,  as  re((uiied  by  law 
and  the  instruction!*  of  the  Department,  and  the  further  omission 
to  sxecute  your  official  bonils  in  perfect  form,  the  President  has 
directed  that  the  sales  of  public  lands  within  your  distnct  be 
temporarily  suspended,  until  yuur  compliance  with  the  duties 
reposed  on  you,  or  such  othfr  steps  as  the  facts  may  justify. 
The  register  has  been  instructed  accordingly.  Under  iheve 
circumstances,  I  have  to  require  that  a  bond  oe  renewed,  In  the 
form  required  by  the  Commissioner  of  the  Land  Office,  and  that 
your  retume  be  promptly  rendered ;  and  that  the  whole  amount 
of  public  moneys  in  your  hands  be  Bpecial!y  deposited  to  the 
credit  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States,  ia  the  Planters' 
bank  at  Natchez,  and  evidence  thereof  transmitted  here  without 
delay. 

•»  I  am,  Ac.  LEVI  WOODBURY, 

"  Secretary  of  the  TVeosury. 

"  Rbcbivbb  op  Public  MoifBv, 

"  Co!utnbus,  Mississippi." 

PIn  the  mean  time,  sir,  the  Secretary  had  appointed  V.  M. 
Gareeche,  a  citixen  of  Delaware,  I  believe,  an  examiner  of  this 
office  at  ColumbuB,  and  Qttiersb  to  report  upon  its  condition. 
After  thle  last  letter  to  Boyd,  Oaresche  made  his  report,  on  the 
14th  day  of  June,  1837,  directed  to  Levi  Woodbury,  Secrstary 
of  the  Treasury.  From  that  report,  sir,  conulned  ia  thisor- 
ficUI  document.  No.  297, 1  extract  the  following : 

"  The  account  of  the  receiver,  which  1  have  made  out  and 
transmit  herewith,  presents  againsi  him  a  balance  of  g55,966  64. 
His  own  account  mskee  it  60,272  73 :  it  Is  siso  annexed.  His 
assets,  Q#  which  I  also  send  you  the  list,  amount  to  661,549  98^ 
rating  the  land  at  •I  26  only,  but  might  probably  realize 
double  the  amount.    The  man  seems  really  penitent ;  and  I  am 


,,    ty 

which  here  dots  not  move  in  so  limited  a  circle  as  it  does  tsith 
us  at  home.  Another  receiver  wouk)  probably  follow  in  the 
footsteps  of  the  two.  You  will  not,  therefore,  be  surprised  tf  i 
recommend  hie  being  retained,  in  preference  to  another  ap- 
pointment; for  he  Ams  his  hands  full  note,  and  will  not  be 
ditpoerd  tospeculate  any  more.  He  will  have  his  bond  signed 
by  the  same  sureties,  and  forwanled  In  a  few  days  to  Washing- 
ton ;  this  speaks  favorably.  He  has,  moreover,  pledged  Ids 
word  that,  if  retained,  he  will  rtricily  obey  the  law,  and  receive 
nothing  but  epecie  in  payment  for  lands.  He  tells  me  that 
he  Is  about  sel  ling  a  areat  portion  of  his  lands ;  that  and  some 
other  negotiation  wtfl  enable  him  to  discharge  a  large  portion 
of  his  debt  to  the  United  States  before  the  expiration  of  the 
•resent  quarter.  Lenity  towards  him,  therefore,  mlgiit  stimu- 
late htm  to  exertions  which  severity  might  perhaps  paralyze. 
I  have,  in  the  mean  time,  enjoined  the  closing  of  the  land  qf^ 
until  the  bond  is  completed  and  returned  No  land  has  been 
sold  since  the  29/A  ultimo. 

Sir,  is  there  any  parallel  to  IhUi  in  the  history  of  corruption  7 
He  reports  to  the  Secretary  (hat  Boyd  is  a  d^fiulier  to  the 
amount  of  #56,965  54,  in  less  than  twelve  months  !  Among  his 
assets  we  find  enumerated  a  principality  of  the  public  lands ! 
A.  monster  monopoly  he;  he  had  absorbed  public  land  and 
public  mon^,  too  I  And,  sir,  he  Is  recommended  to  be  "  re- 
tained la  pfeferenoa  to  another  appoiotment,"  for  the  cMeon 
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tluit  the  dog  or  tiie  fox  gave  for  not  driving  off  iha  gorged 
•wann  of  fliee :  leat  a  lank  and  hungry  swarm  would  immedi- 
ately fasten  on  the  body !  lie  has  hi»  hands  full  now,  and  will 
notnpecuiaie  any  more!  lie  will  give  a  bupd  sigpod  bv  the 
aannf  securides,  and  has  pledged  kia  tcord  lor  a  taithful  per- 
f«)rniHnce  of  duly,  and  lo  rtceive  i.o:litng  but  specie  !  The  land 
t^ce  ciuj'd  (or  his  malfeasance  iu  office  !  Great  God,  sir,  wiis 
ever  pti'jlic  crime  more  flagitious  and  unblushing!  Here, 
sir,  is  his  list  of  asaeis,  which  will  siinw  you  what  he  had  pro- 
bably bern  doing  with  the  pub'ic  money,  to  use  which,  for 
private  piuiii,  we  are  now  told,  sl.ould  be  made  felony  by 
statute : 

"  Ust  of  notes  beloneing  to  0. 1).  Boyd,  (given  in 
the  table,)  amounting  to  •    837,150  00 

"  About  #1,000,  other  good  notes,  not  secured  by 
lawl 1,000  00 

•33,150  00 

**I  have,  al90,  say  20,000  acres  of  land  untold.    I  owe  out  of 

this  one  debt  of  $1,300;  which  is  all  I  do  owe,  cxci'fit  Morie 

.small  debts.    I  Aare,  a/so,  an  interest  of  half  of  tfie  profits 

which  may  he  made  out  »/  abintt  13,000  acres  more. 

"^unc  5,  1837.  G   D.  BOYD." 

In  hi^  list  of  noteaiy #3,300 are  due  to  him  as  parimr  in  a  firm 
of  G.  D.  Boyd  &  Henderson.  Sir,  his  assets  prove  that  he  mu^tt 
have  beeh  guilty  of  perjury  as  well  as  defalcation.  He  niusi 
hive  returned  lands  as  eoUl  which  were  never  paid  for  ;  be  must 
hav«*  filed  his  leceipta  for  moneys  paid  which  never  were  paid. 
And  this  fact  must  have  bSen  known  to  the  Department  from 
this  very  rejioft.  What  has  bwcn  done,  sir,  to  recover  tl  i3 
20,000  acres  of  '^unso!d  /orMf'— public  land,  never  in  fact  50!d 
by  Government— to  recover  ihis#a7,000  for  its  l:)nd,  which  teas 
sold  i»y  Boyd  as  his  private  patriradnyl  I«ei  Mr.  Woodbury, 
his  marshals  and  district  attorneys,  answer  me  these  quesfiioiis. 
Sir,  I  will  tell  you  what  has  been  done  with  Boyd.  After  this 
report  was  made,  the  Secretary  wrote  as  follows : 

"TilBABURT  Dep.^btxxivt,  August  8, 1937. 

"  Sir  :  I  am  happy  to  hear  of  the  frank  and  hofiorable  course 
pro|>osed  In  your  letter  ol  the  24th  ultimo,  ft  would  be  cnnvc. 
nient  to  have  the  bond  and  resignation  arrive  here  by  the  oarly 
■part  of  September. 

« I  am,  &c  LEVI  WOODBURY, 

**  Secretary  »/  the  Treasury. 

"O.  D.  BOYO, 

"  JUceiver^  PtMit  Money y  Columbus,  Miss." 

He  permlia  him  to  resign^  and  commends  liis  course  as 
"ff-ank  and hOTurrable !"  Boyd  is  retailing  lands  piundeicd 
from  iUj  people  at  an  immense  profit — is  making  a  inriuiie  by 
his  dcfa'c^irion — is  permitted  by  the  Secretaty  to 'strut  off  with 
his  ^'hands/allf"  unsfcathH  by  a  pr<»secution ;  he  i^  eluccd  an 
indej^endenl  locofoco  svenat'^r  tu  the  Mate  Bena'cof  Miodi-.Hi[i|)i, 
and,  there,  is  a  warm  and  gratpful  supporter  of  Mr.  Vun  Burun! 
Weil  he  ma/  be !  Such  is  his  fate  compared  with  that  of  Tobias 
Wftikins,  to  whom  I  would  l>tfjeech  yoa  again  to  go  and  buy 
soap  to  clean  yourselves !  T)ie«  are  the  crying  abuses,  sir,  the 
flcigrant  ennrmlties,  the  damNuble  outrages  upon  the  public  in- 
terests and  morals,  upon  my  pa' lence,  which  have  so  roused  my 
8i)irit  ofttimes  as  to  afford  you  and  your  party  grounds  for  re- 
presenting me  to  be  mad  !  Ved,  sir,  and  I  appeal  to  every  honest 
man  if  such  monstrouj  abused  are  not  enough  to  make  the 
blofld  boil— to  frenzy  !  WoiiM  a  pure  Secretary  ever  hr  /o  al- 
lowed G:iresche  lo  address  lilm  as  he  did  Woodbury  1  Did  not 
Garesche  know  that  Woodbury  wjs  himself  corru{)i,  or  wotild 
he,  a  subordinate,  havedaied  to  adlren  to  him  such  reason.*:  for 
retaining  in  public  trust  siicli  a  laithloss  villain  1  WouM  a 
Crawford,  or  even  a  Rush,  )iav*s  been  thus  addressed  7  Would 
a  pure  Presi.lfnt  retain  such  a  Secretary,  who  could  uublu  li- 
in^iy^  report  such  appeals  to  ins  dishonesty  in  an  official  com- 
mauication7  s^ir,  Garesche  concludes  his  report  iliua.  Speakuig 
of  Hairis,  the  predecessor  of  B  o'd.  he  says : 

"Vari.'uaare  the  reports  of  tlj!  late  rwcivcr's  solvability; 
some  say  that  he  will  pay  tlie  whole,  whilst  others,  and  ilic 
greatest  number,  do  not  believe  that  ho  will  pav  75  rer  cent. : 
b*Ji  they  all  co.icede  that  his  intcmjieraiice  has  6een  his  great- 
est crime^  and  that  the  losii  ol  h^s  monev  has  been  caused  by 
that  of  his  iea.ion  :  and  that  as  in  a!gf:bra^  the  minus  on  one 
side  has  been  made  plus  on  Ut^other.  Ii  is  my  belief  thit  his 
f  JTCed  confidence  has  been  sadly  abueed.  He,  too,  passes  for  an 
honest  man. 

"  I  am,  very  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

"V.  M.  GAKE8CHB. 

''iJon.  Lkvi  Woobburt, 

"  Secretary  of  the  Treasury." 

Wliy  should  not  such  a  Sccittary  be  impeached  1  Impeach 
him,  and  1  will  go  before  that  humbled  and  disarmed  Senite, 
and  convict  him  out  of  his  own  mouth  and  die  mou'hs  of  his 
owi)  minions.  I  will  call  no  ohci*  witnesses.  I  will  dare  the 
(Toiistiiuiional  judi^es  to  acquit  him— overawed  as  they  are  by 
an  arrogant  Executive,  they  m.ght  acquit  him'in  the  face  of 
these  facts,  and  in  the  face  uf  th^  people,  if  tliey  dare  I  To  read 
the  riwartwoui  report,  one  wou  J  think  Woodbury  was  a^^ion 
i»lied,  astounded  by  a  defalcaiinn  :  yet  here  are  fifty  cases  of 
like  character  with*  these  of  Linn,  Harris,  and  Hoyd ! 

It  is  Worthy  of  remark,  that  Garesche,  In  a  subsequent  report, 
duied  October  12,  1837,  says: 

"  I  understand  that  Mr.  John  Davis,  of  Columbus,  has  appli- 
ed for  the  oflliic  of  Receiver  of  Puiilic  Moneys,  in  the  room  of 
13.  D.  Boyd,  resigned^  From  what  I  know  of  the  character  of 
the  postulant,  1  think  it  would  be  a  very  judicious  choice ;  ho 
has  been  brought  up  to  the  bar,  is  amiable  and  talented,  and  a 
warm  frieml  of  the  Administration.  IsHould  bt  surpriaad 
if  the  Department  sufered  disappointment  from  that 
quarter." 

No ;  likely  enough  not  to  suffer  from  a  warm  friend  of  the 
Administration,  after  the  ex))erience  of  the  two  predecessors  in 
iliAt  office  I 

But,  to  proceed— I  will  give  you  the  case  of  the  "Receiver  at 
Fort  Wayne."  To  save  time  a'nd  ppace,  instead  of  reading  all 
the  letters  and  documents,  I  will  give  you,  sir,  the  synopsis 
of  this  case,  as  detailed  by  my  fiicnd  B.  Peyton,  in  his  tes- 
timony before  the  select  commit:ec  of  which  I  was  chairman, 
in  1837: 

1  believe  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  In^  been  guiJiy  of  a 
violation  of  omoial  duty,  in  retaining  in  offi  e  Cok>:iel  John 
Spencer,  receiver  of  public  moneys  in  the  laud  office  at  Fort 
Wayne,  Indiana.  It  appears  by  a  U»ticr  from  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  bearing  date  April  25,  1836,  in  his  report  to  the 
House  of  Reprceenlativcs  of  the  4ih  of  February  instant,  an 
ih^'^'i'^iiiir^*^**  X  harewiib  file,  as  a  part  of  my  evidence,  is  in 


'The  returns  required  to  be.mado  to  the  8ecratai7 ;  as 
you  will  perceive  from  the  enclosed  circular,  are  monthly, 
^.  As  these  statements,  for  January  and  February  last  have 
not  been  received  at  this  Department,  I  must  claim  your  atten- 
tion to  the  omission,  and  insist  on  their  transmission,  in  future, 
immediately  ader  the  close  of  each  month.  At  the  same  time, 
I  would  aUo  claim  yourstrict  attention  to  the  regulations  of  the 
Department  in  respect  to  the  periodical  depositee  of  the  public 
money,  and  to  the  duty  of  transmitting  the  usual  evidences  of 
such  depositee  to  the  Secretary  of  the  iTreasury,  as  the  Instruc- 
tioDs  require. 

"  iSigned  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  Ac.)" 
In  another  letter  of  the  Secretary  to  said  receiver,  beari^ 
date  May  2i  1836,  he  holds  this  language : 

"  Since  the  date  of  my  letter  to  you  of  tho  25ih  ultimo,  your 
returns  for  the  month  of  April  have  been  received,  from  wnlcb 
I  perceive  (hat  the  public  moneys  in  your  hands  on  the  30ih 
ultimo  amounted  to  the  sum  of  #247,251  64  ;  which  amount  is 
the  accumulated  receipts  of  yovr  office  since  tho  '.st  of  January 
last  You  cannot  but  be  aware  that  the  retention  ol  the  public 
moneys  in  your  hands  beyond  the  period  of  one  manth^  unless 
the  receipts  of  cuch  month  be  less  than  #10,000,  is  a  riolaUon 
of  voor  in«tructions. 

"The  object  of  this  letter  is,  1st.  To  require  that  the  whole 
balance  on  hand,  at  the  Hme  of  the  receipt  of  this  letter,  shall 
be  itnmpdiately  deposited,  and  a  certificate  of  aucb  depKMife 
transmMel  to  the  Department  without  delay. 

••2d.  To  Inform  you  that  the  Department  cannot  overlook  the 
omisRion  lo  do  so ;  or  your  future  neglect  to  deposite  monthly, 
and  to  transmit  your  monthly  returns,  accompanied  by  the  evi* 
df nee  of  your  deposite,  in  time  to  be  received  at  this  office 
within  the  month  next  preceding  that  for  which  the  return  is 
rendered. 

"  3d.  'I'hat  any  neglect  or  inattention  to  those  requirenMnta, 
unless  satiRfactorily  accounted  for,  will  require  of  me,  from  a 
sense  of  official  duly,  that  yon  be  reported  to  the. President,  with 
a  reeo  ninendation  that  you  be  removed  from  office. 

"[Signed  by  the  Secrets ry,  and  directed  to  the  same.]'* 
In  the  iwo  let'ers  above  refcireil  to,  the  duties  of  the  receiver 
are  so  clearly  defined,  and  thp  consequences  to  him  of  future 
neglect  so  explicitly  suited,  that  it  would  seem  there  Was  but  oo« 
alternative  lefl  for  him  ;  that  is,  a  strict  performance  of  dut^on 
his  part,  oi  a  prompt  removal  from  office  on  the  pait  oi  tha 
Secretary,  by  reporting  him  to  the  President. 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  Ethan  A.  Brown^  Bsq.^  €om- 
miasioner  of  the  General  Land  Office. 
"Sir  :  It  is  desirable  that  an  examinaii.in  should  be  made  of 
the  land  office  at  Fort  Wayne,  Indiana.  And  I  reauest  you  to 
notify  Nathaniel  Wcf>t.jun.,  of  Indianapolis,  that  ne  has  been 
selerted  (or  that  purpose ;  and  forward  lo  him  the  uaual  instruc- 
li'joe.  and  particularly  to  direct  his  Inquiries  into  the  causes  oj 
the  delay  on  the  part  of  the  receiver  in  forwarding  the  returns 
leqiiired  under  the  regulations  of  the  Depaitment,  and  in  Q3ak- 
itig  depositee  to  the  credit  of  the  Treasurer.  That  officer  has 
lately  made  a  deposite  of  a  large  amount,  which  haa  been  accu- 
mulating for  several  months  past.  The  examiner  will  ascer- 
tain, if  possible,  whether  the  receiver  or  register  had  been  tuing 
the  money  received  on  sales  in  any  manner,  by  leaning  It  or 
otherwise ;  and  what  are  the  reasons  for  the  delays  in  depositing 
the  money,  and  in  making  returns,  by  both  the  register  and 
receiver." 

To  which  Mr.  Brown  replied,  giving  certain  information,  bv 
his  letter 'Of  the  1st  of  July;  to  which  Mr.  Woodbury  replied 
as  follows :  ' 

"July  1,1836. 
"Sin:  Your  letti»rof  this  date,  respecting  the  examination  of 
the  land  office  at  Fort  Wayne,  has  been  received.  I  see  no  ex 
cuse  in  the  papers  prespoted  with  yn»ir  letter,  for  the  receiver 
not  bavins  <iepoeited  a  dollar  front  March  till  June^  nor  having 
sent  any  monthly  abstracts  to  me  in  that  time,nor  anstreredmy 
letters  remonstrating  against  his  negltet.  These  things  I 
wish  specially  'nvestijatedtSs  wellas  the  present  state  of  money 
on  hand,  dec. ;  and  the  points  before  indicated." 

Tiii.4  is  the  tone  in  which  the  Secretary  speaks  at  the  bare  sus- 
picion which  attached  to  the  receiver  But  see  how  changed, 
how  softened,  his  tone,  how  ready  to  find  excuses  for  him,  when 
all  the  facts,  and  more  than  he  seemed  to  have  apprehended, 
were  established  by  Mr.  West,  the  examir>er ! 

Fron)  a  letter  of  the  Secretary  ol  the  Treasury  to  B.  A.  Brown, 
E«q.,  Commissioner  of  the  Gkneral  Land  Office,  datad  July  8, 
1836.  it  appears  thatr- 

*'The  returns  of  the  receiver  for  the  month  of  Blay  liave  been 
received,  and  exhibit  a  balance  of  money  in  his  hands  at  the 
close  of  that  monih,  amounting  lo  #601.380  49.  He  has  trans- 
mitted, under  date  of  the  27th  ultimo,  a  certificata  of  deposite 
in  the  branch  bank  of  Indiana,  made  on  the  27th  of  the  same 
monih,  of  #540,433  09,  leaving  a  balance  in  his  banda  of 
#CO,9J7  40  I  have  to  request  that  you  will  instruct  Mr.  West, 
th«  exatiHner  rf-.fcrred  to  in  my  letter  al>ove  stated,  to  make 
si)ecial  inquiry  into  this  matter,  and  to  report  to  the  Department 
the  result,"  &c.  &r.. 

Mr.  West  was  appointed,  and  entered  on  his  duties  nn  the 
llih  day  of  Ausrnst,  1836.  In  his  report  ha  saythe  shows  a 
balance  of  #18.795  03  then  due  fiom  said  receiver  to  the  United 
State-i.    He  ijay.<« : 

"  Why  this  balance  of  #18795  03  sppeara,  has  not  be6n  ex- 
plained;  and  il  any  explanation  could  be  made,  Mr.  Spencer's 
abocnce  precludes  ntc  Arom  eiving  it.  His  cirrk  thinks  he  haa 
still  more  money  at  Rirhmond ;  but  as  he  lefl  for  collection  there, 
on  the  Isl  of  Jnne,  what  they  on  the  1st  day  of  August  final  It 
passed  to  Wm  credit,  1  have  thought  this  not  very  probable.  Tlfs 
clerk,  though  called  up,  sives  me  no  schedule  of  the  money  he 
took  with  him  to  Richmond,  when  he  went  to  make  hfa  deposite 
on  '.he  l9t  of  June.  t 

"  I  think  Mr.  Spenct'r  could  not  with  propriety  urge,  when  he 
went  to  make  a  deposite  on  the  Ist  of  June,  as  a  ftood  cause  for 
delay  in  not  having  done  so  before,  the  state  of  the  roads ;  as  • 
free  pa9Ra<?e  wa.«  open  for  him  vii  I/>ganspori,  and  no  difficulty 
in  his  wav.*' 

(See  his  apoloffy  in  his  letter  of  ihe  20th  of  June,  1336.)  He 
rcprwents  the  books,  papers,  Ac,  in  the  office  as  being  very 
ncslisenily  kept. 

"Th^j  clerk  urz- s,  ns  an  excuse  for  the  return  not  being  re- 
ffuiarly  made  dnring  the  month*  of  Jantiary,  February,  and 
March,  that  Mr.  S;~>eiiRer  did  not  think  it  necessary,  as  the  office 
was  closed  and  no  business  doins.  This  is  a  different  excuse 
fr'Mn  wbT»  Mr.  Spencer  made  )  His  irregularity  since,  he  (the 
clerk)  '^-ircs,  is  owin:i '  to  the  great  pressure  of  business;'  antl  I 
am  convinced  it  has  been  very  great. 

"  In  anMver  lo  my  question,  why  ihe.present  large  sum  now 
with  Mr.  Spencer  waa  allowed  to  accumulate,  Oiay  offer  the  letter 


of  the  preoidaot  of  the  lodiaiwpoUa  Bank  m  ma  exam,  a  tapf 
of  which  is  herewith  encloted.  It  does  not  appear  wImb  it  mm 
received,  but  pmbably  about  the  2ad  of  July." 

From  this  it  appears  that  the  #100,509  32  apoken  of  by  the  n- 
ceiver  in  his  letter  of  the  22d  of  Auguat,  as  having  been  recained 
CO  long  on  hand,  was  so  reiained  l^him  vitliout  any  aoch  ex 
cuse  as  thersin  mt  up. 

But  what  is  stated  heretofore  b^  the  examiner  may  iaS  par 
haps  under  the  head  of  gross  negligence  on  the  part  of  the  n. 
eei  ver,  which  ahould  have  been  considered  good  cauae  of  iasMat 
removal  from  office. 

But  what  follows  mast  be  placed  noder  the  be*d  of  peridsa 
offence  against  law,  principle  and  moraUty.    He  vaye : 

~  **  Upon  the  subject  of  uaing  the  money  of  the  Uniied  9oM>% 
I  beg  leave  to  state  that  I  find  it  uoivenaliy  aiaied,  and  befisv- 
ed,  and  it  is  conceded  to  as  a  fact  by  the  clerks  m  the  rBeaiv> 
er's  office,  thai  boui  he  and  his  reUUive,  Basmam,  bavehna 
much  in  the  habit,  in  the  qfiee,  of  shaTlng  rnonoy ;  ihei  ii,cx. 
changing  the  money  which  could  not  be  received  far  pohie 
lands ;  the  rateof  exchange  or  discount  rarylac  ft«Nn  ihiwe  tsfivt 
per  cent.  I  find  in  the  case  of  Isaiah  WetU,  of  Maiioa  eoosif, 
Ohio,  that,  so  recently  as  ths  6th  iostanc,  be  Doid  iwo  ike  haaii 
of  the  receiver,  In  his  office,  eight  dullan  K>r  rsrhaiigic 
hundred  and  forty  dollan  of  Ohio  bank  nocee  of  fiva  i 
each.  To  what  extent  this  shavnig  biMiwaa  haa  besBcernd 
on  in  the  office,  of  course  I  do  not  itaow,  bat  I  am  miisiedB 
has  been  to  a  rery  condderible  extent;  and  tbai  cbe  Covsra- 
ment  money  paid  in  by  one  person  haa  bean  handed  ool  by  lbs 
receiver  in  exchange  lor  uncnrrent,  or  not  laod  odk*  Bsaocy— 
he  receiving  for  his  own  prnats  use  the  discount  as sgrsed  apoa; 
and  that  the  same  Government  moner  again  is  pawiJ  Ime  the 
land  office,  to  be  again  used  for  the  like  parpnoe,  ia  pay  far  ths 
public  lands.  That  the  receiver  haa  taken  in  bank  aosM  of  ive 
dollars,  contrary  to  orders;  the  schedule  prapared  aiKsoites, 
herewith  enclosed,  will  prove;  that  be  received  a  bamis  far 
taking  the  same  is,  I  think,  ahnott  beyond  a  dosM." 

The  examiner  adds : 

"  P.  8.— Mr.  Spencer  lias  just  come  in,  hariog  been  as  far  m 
Richmond,  where,  by  obtaining  a  discount  on  some  dkafts  dn 
in  <S'«p/efn6er,  originally  taken  here  for  land,  be  wncerib^ 
to  swell  his  deposite  there  lo  #82,831  34  ;  which,  isgBAv 
with  the  money  taken  with  him  from  here,  and  aoaid  oub 
money,  enabled  him  to  deposite  to  the  credit  of  the  lUsA 
States  #456,906.    His  own  account  will  stand  thw." 

Here  he  states  the  account,  debtor  and  credf  inr,  and  svito  a 
balance,  bringing  the  said  receiver  Indebted  to  tiie  Hailed  tain 
in  the  sum  of  #^906  64,  which  was  at  first  stated  at  #3^06  ^ 
but  corrected  on  the  Isst  page. 

After  this  report  of  West  waa  made,  WiOiam  OakMcfta 
wrote  to  tlie  Secretary  the  following : 

*'  Maniaox,  Auffiui  31,  KOk 

"Star  I  am  ioformed  that  some  thiiige  are  staled  rsemly, 
to  the  prejudice  of  Colonel  John  Speneer,  race  ver  at  Pert 
Wayne :  and  I  am  requseled  to  write  you. 

**In  doing  so,  t  can  only  say  that  I  bava  beee  giaiiftBd  ia 
learning  that  his  deposites  have  been  made  to  your  MfirfMrim; 
and,  if  so,  I  hope  that  minor  matters,  if  mere  irragniariiis^  n«l 
be  overlooked  He  is  reputed  to  he  an  imaeet  and  hnamaMs 
man.  and  I  do  not  believe  that  ha  haa  intentiuQaliy  cidisr  faas 
wrong,  or  violated  his  instructione.  I:  seouid,  lo  mms  «sta^ 
produce  exeitemenL  if  he  were  removmi,  for  he  has  mtf^ 
warm  and  influential  friends  both  at  >Vr<  IFojrae  aad  ss 
Dearborn  county,  from  which  he  removed  to  bis  itctaestisd- 
denoe.    Bsim  urr  rr  bb.  With  mocb  respect. 

"WILUAM  riENDBiCia. 

"Hon.  Lbvi  WooDBt7KT,  Secretary  of  the  TreoMtry." 

This  was  enough.    *' Better  let  it  be!"    A.    ' 
the  Secreury  wrote  to  Spencer  the  following : 

*'TBBAS0aT  DBPABTMEirr,  S^temherZ  I9L 

"Sib:  I  have  receiveii  the  repot t  of  Mr.  West,  npna  ibe 
transactions  of  the  land  office  under  your  chargo;  opon  mbkhi 
bea  leave  to  remaik,  that  the  Department  trueia  yoor  dsfemsi 
wilt  hereafter  be  promptly  made ;  and  that  no  exdnngss  whsF 
ever,  of  money,  will  take  place  en  any  temaa,  as  they  epcaa 
ifoundedi 


door  to  improper  practices  and  unfounded  impms^tiom.  I 
am  haopy  to  add,  that  the  Department  can  rendify  see  ihs 
difficulties  in  resisting  opponunhies  to  exchange  im 
to  receive  what  is  not  permitoed  by  ngularion.  It 
duly  appreciate  your  exeutesfor  not  mahin^  sasre 
returns  and  more  frequent  depusiies ;  but  it  imsta  tku,  Mss- 
aftor.  a  more  rigid  conformity  to  your  instractioBs  via  bi 
practicable,  and  will  remove  all  cause  ol  apprcfaeaaaa  aai 
complaint. 

**  I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  serraai, 

"LEVI  WOODBtftY. 

"  Colonel  Joroi  Spsvobb,  Receieer^  Fort  WaynoJ* 

This  is  not  only  a  great  falling  off  from  t^e  tone  of  tbs  eibir 
letters  of  the  Secretary,  but  seems  in  be  an  encouF^aasst  v 
the  receiver  in  writing  the  following  leuer . 

**  Rbgbivbr's  Oppicb,  Fobt  Watxe,  Oci.  27, 1801 

"Sib:  This  is  to  iniorin  yuu  that  1  have  /b  i  if  in  dedm^e 
deposite  bank  one  liundre«l  and  four  thotisand  dollan;  la  ots^ 
there  to  remain  wUU  I  arrive  with  the  gold 
[Why  ilid  he  not  eo  along  with  it  7] 

"My  democratic  friends  think  that  /ought  not  to 
aAer  we  hold  our  eleetion  (br  President^  on  the  eeTcnib  ef  1^ 
verober,  which  I  have  concluded  lo  await^  and  sfeaH  leave « 
that  evening  or  the  next  morning,  to  depomie,  witfa  aU  tbehmb 
on  band  up  to  that  time.  I  shall  write  yon  asefaa  before  I  tsasc. 
The  sal^s  are  rapid  ;  mostly  piid  in  ^»id  and  silwr.  My  qasiw 
lerly  report  will  be  forwarded  by  nest  maii^  for  imsi  i^aaim 
toAicA  ought  to  have  been  done  sooner^  only  fur  tbe  saat  i4 
help  in  the  office.  Hereafter,  I  think  I  can  get  my  icpoits  eft 
without  much  delay,  after  the  close  of  the  mnnih  sail  qainf  r 
^'1  am  yours,  rvspecifully, 
. .  "  JOHN  SPBl/CBE,  Seonver. 

"Hon.  Levi  Woodbcbv,  Secretary  of  the  Tre^amry^ 

This  bnid  avowal  of  sending  a  large  portion  of  Ibe  paMe 
money  by  other  liands,  and  awaitiag  hioiself  to  oniie  wfclfa 
democra'ic  friends  at  the  Presidential eiectioi^  does  ast^ 
pear  to  luive  been  the  cause  of  complaint  imi  tlM|«rtafc&i 
Secretary. 

And  here,  sir,  is  his  answer  to  Gov.  Hendrlcka : 

"  TaBAScar  DBfAaniBTrr,  Se^esmber  7,  ISBL 

"Sia:  V«ur  letter  ef  the  3lst  ultimo  is  rvceivnd,  aadlsa 
happy  to  inform  vou  that  Mr.  Spencer's  erplanatioas  hsev  ksm 
such,  that  he  will  probably  c^vianne  in  o0Ue. 

**  I  am,  very  reepectfony,  your  obedieot  aervsai, 

•LEVI  WOODBURY.  Secretmrw  TvSnm^y 

"Hoo.  WiLUAJi  HiilDBiGcs,  MMStom,  indimm^."    ' 
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doora  of  the  Treasury  Department,  and  to  be  brendn 
Caun*s  infamy,  upon  the  forehead  of  Levi  Woodbury—" 
l«  ii  be  !'*    flir,  this  embraces  all  your  principles  and  pr 


Is  thb  not  wilful,  baae  official  corruption  1  Bhaving  with  the 
public  money  waa  mere  ♦•irregularity,"  and  '^improper  prac- 
tices," thrice  pfuvetl,  admitted,  repotted,  became  ^unfounded 
Impuiatum^^  aa  aoon  as  a  political  partisan  whispered— -'' Bel- 
ter let  it  be  !*'  Sir,  these  words  ought  to  be  inscribed  over  the 
. .     -  -.  •        ■     branded,  like 

^  "Belter 
I  your  principles  and  practices 
Id  reepert  to  investigation  of  fiaiid,  emnezzlement,  corruption, 
mad  official  malveiraiion  for  years.  These  words  converted  of 
a  eudJen  the  Serretarv's  frowns  and  threats  into  the  clearest 
perceptioo  of  "^diJiculUu,'' and  the  clearest  prools  into  ^'un- 
founded imputaliom  !"  AlVer  tUe,  what  ahouM  be  thought  of 
this  Secretary's  deounchuion  of  any  charges  u.  "  unfounded 
imputatiogal" 

Sir,  I  will  read  no  more  of  these  caaea ;  these  few  I  have  ai ven 
aa  speclmeos  are  not  the  gravest  or  the  last  of  forty  or  My  I 
caa  enumerate.  In  addition  to  ihese,  1  could  show  ;on  facta  in 
the  inatancea  of  Lewis,  Alsbury,  Dickson,  Sterling,  Sheldon, 
Rogera,  Taylor,  Ryland,  Allen,  Hawkins,  Blackburn.  Carlin, 
Owensu  Cani^on,  M.  J.  Allen,  Hutchina,  Benson,  IloUeman, 
Mitchell,  McCarty,  Simpson.  Hays,  Skinner,  Blakelv,  McRo* 
bena,  ar.d  numeroua  others,  **too  tedious  to  mention,"  all  going 
to  the  same  poinv-official  neglect,  violation  of  law  and  duty, 
and  corrupt  adminiairatlc>n.  All  going  to  show  more— that  the 
loaaes  have  all  occurred  by  failure  to  dcpogite  in  banket  and  by 
leaving  moneys  in  the  hands  of  sub-Treasurers.  And  more 
BtUV- ilwt,  iiutwithsunding  ihe  pretensioes  set  up  lit  the  Preai- 
dent's  afieesoge  to  this  session,  this  Adoiinisiration  is  guilty  l^e- 
yond  all  former  examples  of  **  the  impropriety  of  aiverting 
public  money  to  privatt  purpoaes." 

NO|  air,  I  will  wade  through  no  more  of  thtae  cases.  I  come 
u  last  to  that  of  Samuel  Swartwout,  the  largest,  tbotigh  not 
ihe  last  of  the  list. 

Samuel  Swartwoat  went  out  of  office  the  29ih  of  March,  ab- 
sconded on  the  IGth  of  August,  and  was  not  proceeded  against 
notil  the  roooih  of  November,  1838.  How  doea  the  Seoretary 
ucount  for  tiiia  delay  1 

Accordioc  to  the  report  to  this  House,  Swattwont's  last  re- 
turn, March  2B,  1838,  showed  a  balance  against  him  amounting 
to  the  aiun  of  «a)l,096  40. 

Letter  of  Swartwout  to  Secretary,  dated  April  13,  states  that 
he  holds  this  som  subject  to  sundry  sinVa  at  late  then  pending 
to  fecover  back  duties. 

Letter  from  Woodbury  to  Swartwout,  April  16(h,  Aopes  that 
Swartwout  will  depostte  one-half  of  that  amount  to  the  credit 
of  the  United  States. 

letter  from  Woo4bury  to  Comptroller  Barker,  April  16th, 
would  thank  him  to  have  Swaztwout's  accoanta  settled. 

And  hero,  sir,  you  must  permit  me  to  digress  a  moment  to 
ihuw  you  a  piece  of  Mr.  Secretary's  chicanery  In  the  number* 
tog  of  this  last  letter.  You  will  perceive  that  ilia  dated  the 
tCcfa  of  April,  prior  in  date  to  Swartwoui'e  excuses  contained 
in  hie  letter  and  those  of  Price  of  the  aOth,  21sl,  and  26th  of 
April ;  vet,  in  the  Secretary's  report,  page  3d,  it  is  referred  to 
la  if  suMeqoent  to  those  three  letten  of  later  date.  Tbla  is 
moieof  Mr.  Woodbory's  ob/uscatloo,  some  of  his  muddy  wa* 
;er  to  esca^ie  b^.  It  la  important,  and  you  would  not  oliserve 
the  effea  of  this  upon  a-hasty  reading.  You  will  see  the  eflTect 
JirccUy. 

The  next  letter  in  the  aeries  is  that  of  Barker,  Uie  Conip(rol> 
cr,  to  Miller,  the  First  Au*Ut»r,  dated  April  I7th,  requetting 
".tm  to  seitlft  the  atcouaia  of  Swartwout. 

Le:iar  of  Barker  to  riwartwout,  dated  April  17th,  lequeats 
turn  to  return  his  accounui  to  First  Auditor. 

Letter  from  Woodbury  lo  Barker,  dated  April  18ih,  teould 
'hank  htm  to  call  on  the  Solicitor  to  get  from  the  Dietriet  At- 
'Mrney-^etfk'i  Tom  to  call  on  Dick  to  get  from  ILury !— in  New 
York  (Price)  a  list  of  the  suits  (tending  against  Swartwout  for 
return  duiiea,  and  their  amount,  dec  endorsed  with  the  same 
requeat  to  the  Solicitor. 

fiow,  this  letter,  you  will  observe,  was  written  in  obvious 
.■eference  to  Swaitwout's  of  13ih  or  April,  giving  theas  suiui 
(leadilag  as  excuse  for  retaining  the  balance  in  his  haofis  of 

The  next  letter  is  from  Swartwout  to  Woodbury,  datsd  the 
net,  in  reply  to  Woodbury's  letter  of  the  16ih,  eneloaing  one 
iVom  Price,  detail  the  aOth,  showins  his  individual  liability  for 
udgraeots  on  protests,  and  stating  Chat  the  notices  of  proieata 
were  eatimauid  at  between  vaOQ^OOO  and  •300,000. 

Woodbury  then,  in  a  letter  to  Barker,  dated  April  23d,  refers 
Swmrtwoui's  letter  to  him,  andsucgests  that  Swartwout  should 
•urnieh  Uoyt,  his  successor,  with  funds  to  meet  refunded  duties 
MUU  under  protest 

lUrker,  bv  letter  to  SwartwouL  dated  aith  of  April,  states  hia 
»r  tUe  2l8t  bad  been  referred  to  him,  and  that  it  waa  neccaaary 
»e  should  so  furnnh  Uoyt  with  funds. 

Barker  to  Swanwout,  April  the  26th,  requests  him  to  render 
ii«  aiceounta  to  the  Fiiat  Auditor.  Gilpin,  the  Solicitor,  in  a 
etter  to  Barker,  April  the  27th,  enclosing  Prics's  letter,  m  dis* 
rid  attorney,  in  reply  to  the  Secretary's,  of  the  I8th  of  April, 
bowing  the  lists  of^ suits.  This  letter  or  Price,  dated  the  2M1 
>f  April,  to  Gilpin,  shows  that  there  were  Imt  two  suits  pending 
indacided-^damages  in  one  r2,0aO,  in  the  other  •168  80,  and  the 
ksneuDt  of  onaatisfled  judgmeou  to  be  but  •5,661  €3 ;  the  whole 
kfn«tunt  for  which  Swaiiwout  was  individually  liable  but 
1^790  43.  And,  fonher,  that  there  were  115  protests,  imeer- 
mm  in  amoao' ;  '^bul^  by  examination  of  invoicee  and  up- 
wriUeemente  at  euttom-houee^  the  amount  of  each  claim  comd 
f^  readiijfaeeertained."    Hsadils: 

**  1  will  apply  to  the  present  collector  (Hoyt)  for  such  elate- 
nent,  and  tranamit  it  to  you^  upon  my  receipt  thereof.  It  wilL 
k«wever,  require  eereroi  daye  to  prepare  such  a  documsnt.'' 

Now,  air.  in  this  letter  we  see  that  Swartwoat's  excuse  for 
-wiaining  tills  large  balance  of  •201,000  to  meet  97,000  waa 
alee,  or  could  readily  be  ma<ie  to  appear  true  or  falae  In  a  pe- 
-iod  not  exceeding,  at  most,  "  aeveral  daytV  Were  any  ateps 
Akeii  to  ascertain  the  amount  of  these  protests  1  None.  AiuL 
iir,  here  I  bring  your  auention  to  the  letter  of  Woodbury  dated 
Ipril  the  16(h,  numbered  9,  and  to  hia  report.    Mark  you,  sir. 


joge  3U,  he  savs : 

'*  A  furtlier  inqniry  Into  the  csje  wa«i,  however,  immediately 
qatiated  by  me,  thioagh  the  Fj!l;Comp(  roller  u)d  Solicitor  of 
he  Treasury.  It  terminated  il^  jmpreewoii  that  the  facts 
m  I  the  law,  as  lu  ^uite end pfJ^Tl  mign^f*"^(/  aehortdelay 
n  the  adjustmen/.   8ee  copf^^^^u^ra  Sob.  6  to 8,'*  4ec. 

Tiie  letiew  6  to  8,  in  hk  i^^  of  l^bie  of  the  I8th  of  April, 


lilpln'*  of  the  STth  of  April 

(a  ine  very  next  r ' 

<But  the  Com^^ 
)tisigftr.Bwdnwoai'ii 


t^'w  '2  ^"^"hi^^  of  April. 


have  a  prompt  pavment  made  of  whatever  amount  should 
apiwar  to  be  not  in  aoubt  or  ct>ntroverev."  '> 

Now,  would  not  any  one  suppose,  from  this  report,  In  this 
connexion,  that  this  dfaneaion  to  the  Comptroller  was  given 
eubecquently  to  the  date  of  this  letter  from  Price  of  the  26th, 
falsifying  Swartwout'*  of  the  16ib  1  The  Secretary  intended  to 
creaieeuch  an  impression,  but  ufion  referring  to  the  No.  9  he 
cites,  you  find  it  his  old  letter  of  April  16,  prior  in  date  to  all 
this  correspondtnce  with  Barker,  Gilpin,  and  Price! 

So  far,  then,  from  his  taking  any  steps  after  this  falsification 
ofSwartwoul'sexcusealor  retaining  so  large  a  balance,  you 
find  no  step  whatever  until  a  letter  from  Wolf,  the  Comptroller, 
to  Swartwout,  dated  June  I3ih,  nearly  ttpo  months  after  Price's 
of  the  25ih,  stating  that  upon  an  at^ustmeni  of  hia  accounts  he 
was  charged  with  the  enormous  sum  of  •8,366,377  18 1 

This,  even,  sUrtled  not  the  Rip  Van  Winkle  of  the  Treasury ; 
but  next  cornea  lazily  along  another  letter  from  the  Auditor's 
office,  signed  by  clerk  Mahon.  to  Swartwout,  dated  August  13—. 
tteo  monthe^  a^ain,  alter  Wolf's  adjustment— neatly  four 
momhs  after  Price's  of  the  25th,  which  waa  1 1  admit  of  but  a 
ehort  delay,  and  which  required  only  **eevertU  daye,"  at 
most— calling  upon  him  to  forward  hie  aecountt ! 

Swarcwont  took  steam  lor  England  in  two  days  afterwards, 
August  16th  !  II  this  was  speed.  "^0  it,  ye  terrapinef  Put 
Weodbury  after  Swartwout  and  Fnce !  He  mve  iheffi  the 
word  **go,"  and  said,  "I  am  coming!"  A  Muscovy  drake 
after  night  hawks !  Sir,  every  step  be  took  was  like  tlioae  of 
his  own  unwieldy  bodv— heavy  and  slow ;  every  Indication  here 
IS  that  be  was  rather  for  giving  them  timely  and  friendly  warn- 
ing to  take  steam,  not  leg-bail ! 

It  is  amusing,  now,  to  look  at  the  next  letter  of  the  Depart* 
ment  an«l  its  date.  Miller,  the  Auditor,  reports  to  Barker,  the 
Comptroller,  August  3ist,  half  a  lunar  after  the  bird  had  flown, 
that  Swartvout^a  aecounte  had  not  been  deceived!  On  the 
3d  of  September  his  (Swartwoui's)  securities  were  notified  that 
he  had  not  renderetl  his  account !  The  poor  fellows  took  ad- 
vantage of  this  notice,  no  doubt.  They  were  fools,  if  they  did 
not ;  and  then  came  the  circulars,  the  letters  of  Inquiry,  the 
despatches  to  New  York,  the  burling  acivity,  the  huriy-bur'y 
of  confusion,  and  wonder,  and  surprise— "Why,  why,  why  I 
Swartwout  is  gone!  He  is  a  defaulter!  Who  would  have 
thought  iti  HOW  did  it  happen?  Can  any  body  tell  howl 
Can  you,  Mr.  Auditor  1— you.  Comptroller  1— any  bodyl" 
'  Such  is  a  picture  of  the  admlniairaiion  of  your  Treasury.  It 
ia  literally  adminietered  and  returned  bwolvenL 

Why  was  this  delay  from  April  to  October,  1638;  to  aflcenain 
wh.'it  Price  tuld  them  they  might  readily  ascertain  1  Why  this 
postponement  to  examine  invoices  and  appraisements  1  I  will 
tell  you,  sir.  Notwithstanding  Mr.  Secretary  tella  you  there 
was  no  suspicion,  even— no,  not  the  least— this  thing  was  as 
well  known,  not  perhaps  the  amount  exactly,  but  the  ^elalca. 
lion  was  as  well  known  before  October,  as  afterwards  in  No- 
vember. But  the  eleetione  were  in  October,  and  concealment 
of  this  nefarious  transaction  was  every  thing  until  after  the 
Empire  State  and  her  sisters  of  the  Union  had  voted.  This  was 
the  secret  of  this  delav,  and  this  was  Swartwoui's  passport  to 
Europe!  ^  Better  let  it  be"  until  aOer  the  elections !  It 
Wduld  not  do.  If  it  had  been  known,  when  elections  were  turn- 
ing on  the  sub  Trea«ury  scheme,  that  the  chief  sub-Treasurer 
had  marched  off  with  a  million  and  more  of  the  public  money, 
it  would  have  had  an  electric  effect ;  it  would  have  won  for  the 
country  a  victory  in  Ohio,  notwithstanding  abolition  and  ita 
kinilred  political  vices !  Thank  God  it  is  in  time  for  you,  air,  in 
Tennessee! 

But,  again.  From  the  joint  ret>ort  of  the  Comptroller  and 
Soli>'if  or.  Barker  and  Gilpin,  dated  at  New  York,  November 
8, 1838,  page  19,  of  this  Doc  No.  13,  we  learn  the  following 
fact: 

**  It  appeared  that  the  laet  eetttement  of  his  accounts  ai  the 
Treasury  was  up  to  the  31sl  Dceein^r  laet,  (December,  1837,) 
and,  that  though  lie  waa  called  on  b^  theFirat  Auditor,  and  no- 
lice  subsequently  given  to  hia  sureties  by  the  Comptroller,  hie 
aecounte  and  vouchers  from  that  time  to  thi  TSth  of  March, 
1838,  tehenhie  term  0/ (iffiee  expired^  had  never  beenfur* 
nished." 

Indeed,  sir,  it  fully  appears  that  he  was  never  made  to 
return  his  accounts  and  vouchers  at  all ;  thev  were  not  return* 
ed,  aa  you  see  by  the  letters  read  along  after  nis  escape.  Now, 
why  was  thisi  What  was  the  balance  against  him  in  De- 
cember, 1837 1    The  same  teport  informs  us : 

"The  Slated  balance  against  him  on  the  31st  of  December, 
1837,  waa  •9,678,964  66 ;  this,  however,  was  known  to  include 
all  the  uncollected  bonds  net  due,  bonds  in  suit,  Ac.  Thia 
made  it  necessary,  as  the  accounts  and  vouchers  were  not 
furnished,  that  immediate  steps  should  be  taken  to  ascertain 
the  sum  really  due  as  accurately  as  possible." 

Were  such  steps  taken?  None,  nnne!  Time  after  time 
was  Mr.  Swartwout  requeeted  and  thanked  to  return  hia 
accounts.  Time  after  time  he  failed.  It  was  left,  aa  it  were, 
optional  to  furnish  his  vouchers  or  not ;  he  chose  to  furnish 
none;  he  eloped  on  the  ]6ih  of  August,  1838;  and  no  such 
step  was  taken  at  all  until  the  orders  to  Underwood  in  Novem- 
ber, 1838— ltee<re  monthe  after  it  was  n^eeatarjf  foi  ■'im- 
mediate slef>s"  to  be  taken— to  proceed  to  New  York ! 

But  again,  sir.  From  this  report,  pages  33,  34,  il  doea 
appear  tnat  the  accounui  of  Swanwout  for  tlie  term  coro- 
nlencing  Or:tober  I,  and  ending  December  31, 1837,  teere  made 
out  at  the  First  Auditor's  office  ss  early  as  May,  1838,  showing 
the  balance  due  the  United  States  to  be  ^9  678,984  66.  Here 
is  this  statemeut  in  full,  reported  by  the  First  Auditor,  and 
certified  by  the  Comptroller;  and  certified  by  the  Register 
and  Woodbury  himaelf.  Why  waa  this  delay  from  December, 
1837,10  May,  1838;  and  why,  when  reported  In  default,  waa 
Swartwout  permitted  to  eacape  as  late  aa  August,  without 
accounting  at  alU  ,        ^  . 

Again :  Sir.  it  further  appeals  from  the  second  report  of 
Barker  and  Gtlpin  to  Wooabnr7,  dated  New  Vork,  November 
16, 1838,  that  one  of  the  funds  in  which  there  la  a  deficit  is 
the  fund  of  "forfaturee  and  penalties,'* 

*<The  *  forfeitures  and  penaUiet^  belonging  to  the  United 
States  constHute  the  second  fund  in  which  there  is  a  deflclL 
It  amounts,  in  the  aggregate,  to  •39,823  12. 

Of  thla,  there  occurred— 

In  the  year  1832,  the  sum  of       -  •  •29,632  46 

In  the  year  1833,  the  aum  of       -  3,674  04 

In  the  year  1834,  the  sum  of       -  •  1,173  09 

In  the  year  183S,  the  aum  of  6343  63 

12 


"By  the  provldOMof  OieeOUi  aecOoQ  of  Um  aa  ^  i|i»  9d 


of  March,  1799,  the  collector  is  to  receive  from  the  court  all 
sums  received  on  account  of  fines,  penalties,  and  foifeiiures, 
for  a  branch  of  the  revenue  laws,  aod  he  is  to  account  for 
thorn  quarterly  to  the  Treasury.  The  sum  above  stated  be^ 
longed  to  the  United  States,  as  their  portion  of!,various  penaliies 
andforfeiturea,  and  was  received  by  Mr.  Swartwout  under  the 
above  provision.  It  was  not,  however,  debited  in  his  own 
cash  account ;  and  though  admitted  in  his  accounts  renderwl 
to  tlie  Treasury,  it  has  never  been  naid  over." 

These  sums  you  see  were  received  by  the  collector  from 
Courle  0f  record.  Now,  if  proper  supervision  bad  guarded 
his  official  conduct,  was  it  not  the  easiest  thing  In  the  world  to 
detect  his  deficit  in  this  Aind  by  inspection  of  the  Courts  re- 
cot  ds  1    Waa  there  e  ver  snch  inspection  7    None. 

Again :  Another  fund  in  which  waa  a  deficit  waa  th&l  con. 
aieting  of  "  three  T^eaeury  warranto :" 

"Three  TYeasury  learrante,  amounting,  in  the  agSraflrace 
to  639,240  05,  were  received  by  Mr.  Swanwout  during  the 
years  1834  and  1835.  They  were  for  the  following  sums  re- 
spectively : 

1834,  AugU8t23,  No.  9,677  .     •7,037  21 

1836,  June  22,  No.  993     •  •  •      9,707  69 

•39,210  05 


"Mr.  Swariwout  received  these  warrants  under  the  autharlty 
of  the  2d  section  of  the  act  of  the  27ih'of  June,  1834,  to  make 
up  an  alleged  deficiency  in  the  fees  and  emoluments  of  his 
omce  to  meet  the  compensation  due  to  his  clerks.  Tlieir 
receipt  appears  by  his  books,  but  the  proceeds  have  never 
been  debited  in  his  cash  account,  and  their  whole  amount  still 
remains  entirely  unaccounted  for." 

Now,  sir,  from  whence  did  Swartwout  receive  these  war- 
rants 1  From  the  Secretaiy's  Departmentn-from  Waehint' 
ion  I  The  Secretary  himaelf  knew  that  he  had  received  these 
warrants,  of  course.  Swartwout,  it  aeems,  did  charge  hinteelf 
with  these  warrants,  as  their  receipt  appeare  by  hie  booke. 
but  their  proceeda  were  never  debited  m  Jiis  cash  account 
New,  sir,  how  could  the  Secretary  fail  10  detect  this  deficit? 
Yet  it  appears  to  have  continued  from  August  23d,  Iffll 
through  Bfay  aod  June,  1835^  up  to  November,  1838,  without 
aaospiclonl 

Again:  Sir,  It  appears  another  item  of  deficit  waa  for 
■*/ees  and  emoluments  of  office  overdrawn :" 

'Caah  was  withdrawn  for  the  alleged  purpoee  of  paving  the 
eiepeneee  of  the  qfflee,  beyond  the  actual  amount  or  tnese  ex- 
penses, as  exhibiied  by  Mr.  Swartwout'a  own  accounui  and 
vouchers.  The  aggregate  of  this  excess  is  •00,291  42.  The 
application  of  ihia  fund  commenced  in  the  third  quarter  of 
1836^  and  extended  down  to  the  last  quarter  of  hia  ofncial  term. 
It  is  thus  distributed  through  the  several  years : 

In  1836  the  excess  of  cash  withdrawn  was      •    •6,368  26 

In  1836  it  was     -  •  30.788  29 

In  1837  It  was 23,134  88 

•60,»l'42" 


Did  not  Mr.  Seeretary  know  what  should  have  been  the 
correct  charges  for  fees  and  emoluments?  Tliia,  it  aeems, 
pervaded  three  years,  and  was  never  suspected  until  the 
defaulter  had  run  away  with  a  million ! 

Fines  and  forfeitures  •  •-  •39.823  12 

'lYeasury  warranta     -  39,240  06 

Office  expenses  •>      60,291  42 

•139,364  69 

Here  Is  the  sum  of  SHO^OOO,  in  round  numbers,  abstracted 
or  years,  which  Mr.  Secretary  most  have  known  was  em- 
beuled,  unless  he  was  blind  in  his  eyes,  or  perfectly  aenseleea 
III  his  olfactory  nerves ;  yet  he  never  euepected .'  Sir,  vigilance 
In  supervising  the  accounts  of  Swartwout  would  have  detected, 
10  a  ceruinty,  either  one  of  these  deficits  during  the  years 
1634,  1836, 1836,  and  1837,  and  would  have  aaved  the  sum  of 
•1,226,000,  lost  in  March,  1838 ! 

But,  sir,  I  have  been  proving,  so  far,  grose  negUct  onl  v. 
I  will  now  proceed  to  show  something  worse  than  laches  In 
this  case,  on  the  part  of  Mr.  Secretary  Woodbury. 

On  pige  2d  of  hb  report,  Mr.  Secretary  says :  '*  Whilst  Mr. 
6.  rcmamed  collector,  suspicions  lio  not  at  em  to  have  been 
excited  at  the  department  that  he  was  guilty  of  any  default." 
Were  suspiciAOS  excited  any  where  elee  than  at  the  d^art' 
f/ien/7  He  saya,  page  3d,  ''Subsequent  disclosures"— dis- 
closures subsequent  to  Price's  letter  of  the  25ih,  which  ought 
to  have  excitea  suspicions  at  the  deparimenl— *'mude  to  the 
department  in  November,  excited  suspicions,"  Ac.  Not  until 
Novwiher  then,  three  months  after  Swartteoui's  departure 
from  the  eountry^wete  auspicloos  excited  at  the  department ! 
November  6th,  1833,  as  soon  as  suspicions  were  excited,  the 
Secretary  wrote  to  the  Solicitor,  Oilpm,  enclosing  a  memoran- 
dum from  Hoyi,  Swartwoui's  successor,  which  memoraiuluro 
it  wUhoiU  a  date,  no  mention  being  made  as  to  when  It  waa 
communicated,  and  is  in  the  following  words  and  figures : 
**  Copy  of  Hoyt'e  Mtmorandum. 
•13,682  76. 
Deferred  bond  account ....  •646,264  83 

Cash  retained 201,096  40 

Cash  retained 80,769  63 

Overdrawn  emolumonta  60^291  42 

Retained  forfeitures      .  .  -  •      39,823  12 

Retained  amoont  of  wananta  •  •      39,210  06 

1,067,476  35 

-     164.010  60 

1,783  14 

166  44 


Deposite  acsount  balance 
Tonnage  balance 
Error  account  balance  - 


Dollara,    1,2:8,435  63" 


'  Gilpin  is  ordered,  for  the  first  time,  to  ase  whether  there  were 
tmnUatakea  in  Swartwoui's  holding  over  so  large  a  balance 
in  Ms  hands  to  cover  his  liabilities  for  suits  and  proteata  In 
caM  of  defalcation,  a  diatreM  warrant  was  sent.  Gilpin  and 
Barker  both  then  proceeded  to  New  York,  and  made  two 
reports,  one  of  November  8th,  and  one  of  November  I6tb. 
1838,  and  Gilpin  made  two  separate  repons  of  the  lOih  and 
I3ih  of  November,  asceitainlng  the  fketa  of  the  defalcation  aa 
they  now  appear. 
Now,  iir,Iaboii]dUk«  tokoowwlNii  Ihli  mtmofaoduin  of 
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Tloyt  wo!<  Mnt  to  the  Secretary.  Why  is  ii  aeni  to  un  iritfiout 
dnle?  Was  this  pent  before  N()vember,  wlicn  suspicions  were 
firsi  excited  I  When  djd  Hoyt  know  the  secret?  Ii  wm  his 
memorandurn,  maric  vou,  which  started  Gilpin  with  despatches 
to  New  York,  primed  them  November  6ih,  for  ihc  first  time, 
With  plenary  powers  to  catch  a  flying  defaulter  or  seize  his 
efTecta. 

ftir,  the  Secretary  tells  us,  page  .Td— 

"The  circumstances  which  led  to  most  of  those  dipclosures 
innspliedin  the  course  of  preparing  the /?rs/  q^jtrierlv  ac- 
counts of  Hoyt,  the  "successor,  for  scitlenieni;  and  the 
department  was  first  indebted  lor  ihein,  in  a  great  measure,  tu 
hia  cnie  and  vigilance.'^ 

lloyt's  care  and  vigilance  then  Ciiak;ht  the  loeue,  and  (he 
disclosure*  were  made  in  the  course  of  preparing  his  ,/fr*/ 
(jQartertv  accounts.  Mark  these  two  facts,  and  bear  them  in 
mind.  When  diU  Ilovl's^rs/ yi^ar/er  cx/yirc?  He  c*me  into 
office  in  March,  1858— iiis  nrsi  quarter  expired  in  June! 
How  did  suspicion  sleep,  then,  until  Norttnher?  More  than 
fottr  montlis!  Hoyi'a  second  ipuirter  had  expire*!,  it  seems, 
befoie  suspicions  wore  awake  :  yet  It  was  d urine  ih«  prnpara- 
lion  of  his  Jiral  quarter's  accounts  that  the  disciuKures  were 
made  ! 

But  again:  Sir,  Swart  wont's  whole  defalcation  amounts  to 
•  1,225,7(^69;  the  principal  item  beinjr  his  (Ufirii  on  the 
^*bond  account^"  amounting  to  i64'v51  83.  (Jilpin  nud 
Barker,  in  their  report  to  the  Secretary  of  the  15th  November, 
rav: 

"The  rcmainins  fund,  the  deficiency  in  which  makes  up 
the  whole  debt  oi  Mr.  Swartwout,  is  the  hnvd  arrmtnt.  By 
Mr.  Swartwoui's  return  to  the  Treasury  Department,  ii  ap- 
pears that  when  hi^  term  of  ofUcc  expired  he  was  chargeable 
with  tS,991.&-6  59  of  bonds  for  dutiw  not  i^id  into  the 'Trea- 
sury. Of  these,  ho  transferred  to  his  surces.*>r,  the  presjent 
colleclor,  •6,016,386  13,  constituting  the  ponion  of  thesr*  bomld 
not  yet  due,  or  unpaid.  He  also  accounted  for  a  further  |>or- 
tion,  amounting  to  92,302,525  63,  as  having  been  sent  to  the 
district  attorney  for  auii.  This  leaves  the  sum  of  9646,754  83, 
being  the  aggregate  of  the  deficit  in  Mr.  Hwartwr>ut's  bond 
account.  On  examination,  we  ascertained  that  of  this  aggro- 
gate  the  amounts  that  became  due  weie  as  follows : 

In  the  Tear  1837,  the  turn  of   .  .  .   #611,20^93 

Andol  the  first  quarter  of  1838  •  2,504  28 

Making,  together 

Of  the  remaining  sum  of 

Which  ia  necessary  to  make  up  the     • 


613,804  21 
3.i,9o0  62 

«r^l6,7:4  S3" 


Thus  it  appears,  at  the  expiration  of  his  term  of  office. 


Swartwout  was  chargeable  with  • 
Of  the    b'lnds   constituting   that 

sum,  he  transferred  to  Huyt     •  S0.0to386  13 
Bent  to  district  attorney,  fur  suit  •     2,302,526  13 


Leaving  deficit 


^^.094,666  59 


•8,317,011  26 
•646,751  83 


Why  did  not  Hoyt  know  then  of  this  deficit  on  the  bond 
account  as  soon  as  the  transfer  was  made  tu  him  7  Ho  (iiil 
know  it;  for  see  what  Gilpin  says  in  his  report  of  Novsmber 
lOih: 

'*  All  the  abstracts,  vouchers  and  other  document,  relating 
to  the  collector's  accoui.i  for  the  first  quarter  of  I83S,  (being 
the  last  of  Mr.  Swariwout's  term,)  wliich  had  never  been  fur- 
nished, have  been  now  transmitted  to  the  Fir.n  Auditor.  These 
document.*,  however,  want  the  signature  of  Mr.  Swariwout, 
thoush  prepared  by  the  officer  wiio  tranwcied  that  branch  of 
his  official  business.  Jtie  cause  of  their  ^ins;  thus  lucoDipEcte 
appears  t/)  have  been  the  desire  of  Mr.  Swanwoui  thai  they 
should  not  be  furnished  to  the  accountiufz  (-Ifirers  until  his 
return  from  abroatl.  Bv  that  time,  according  to  the  statements 
of  Mr.  Ogden,  lie  hoped  to  be  able  to  make  arrangements  for 
the  settlement  of  the  whole  defalcation.  The  want  of  them, 
however,  delayed  the  present  collector  in  the  completion  of 
his  own  accounts,  as  it  was  necessary  to  include  therein  an 
accurate  sutcment  of  the  balances  in  cash  and  uncollected 
bonds,  handed  over  by  Mr.  Swartwout,  and  that  the  same 
should  agree  with  the  final  accounts  of  the  latter,  as  rendered 
to  the  Treasury  Deparment.  The  ureeni  demand  for  this, 
made  by  thn  present  collector  upon  the  officer  havlns  charge 
of  theae  accounts,  and  :he  diffirully  of  obtaining  it,  first  le*!  to 
the  suspicions  comniuoicated  by  him  to  the  D>>partment,  which 
were  rendered  more  certain,  by  the  subseipicni  examinations 
he  immediately  instituted." 

Here,  ii  seems,  Hoyt  was  first  put  upon  the  vcent.  Whan  7 
When  the  transfer  was  made— when  he,  of  course,  was,  upon 
coming  into  office,  looking  after  what  was  to  be  transferred  by 
his  predecessor.  Yet  we  arc  still  told  there  were  no  suspicions 
until  November,  1838 ! 

AMin,  sir :  We  are  told  by  the  report  of  Gilpin  and  Barker, 
of  November  15ih,  that— 

*'  When  Mr.  Swariwout'a  term  expired,  on  the  28ih  March, 
1S3S,  II  appears,  by  his  own  account,  that  he  was  chargeable 
with  «201  096  40  of  cash  retained  lo  meet  '  protefLs'  and  with 
•  164,010  60  of  cash  '  deptwiied  with  him  to  meet  unascertatned 
duties.'  The  only  portion  of  ihis  which  he  paid  over  to  his 
successor  was  93,229  94  to  meet '  protesu? ;'  leaving  Uie  amoutit 
of  that  fund  reuined  by  him,  •192,866  4G." 

Thus  Swartwoul's  otrn  account  showcxl  a  balance  of 
•201,096  40  af  cash  retained  to  meet  proic.<;t'»,  and  filW.OlO  CO 
of  c*ish  deposited  with  him  to  meet  unasoertain'Kl  duties;  he 
paid  over  to  his  successor  only  «^8,i>29  94  to  mt-et  jirotcste,  and 
yet  no  suspicions  were  excited  until  November,  l.^3S : 

Sir,  all  this  is  too  much  to  expect  of  our  credulity.  I  will 
show  you  now  that  Hojit  must  have  known  of  iWia  jlefalcaiion 
I'^ng  before  November ;  in  fact,  soon  alter  he  came  inft)  ofiice. 
That  his  subordinate  knew  of^  it  long  before— yeais  beiore 
Swarwout  himself  went  out  of  office ;  and  if  Hoyt  and  his 
subordinates  knew  it,  that  the  ?«ecrelary  mupt  hare  been  In- 
formed long  before  November,  1833. 

O^den,  the  cashier  of  Swartwout  and  Hoyt,  Phillipf,  the 
assisumt  cashier,  and  Fleming,  the  auditor  of  the  ci.siumhouKe. 
all  knew  of  this  dofalcauon  for  veari*.  In  ppioi  of  ih.-,  I 
ouote  finst  the  report  of  the  8;h  of  N.ivenJicr,  signed  by 
Gilpin  and  Barker,  to  Uie  Secretary  : 

"  The  e:iaminaiijn  requisite  to  ascertain  the  manner  in  which 
the  money  was  a')8tracie  i,  and  the  details  of  the  defalcation 
which  has  been  g  )iug  on  ^or  sevrn  or  ei?ht  year^  will  require 
Bome  days.    All  that  we  know  in  regard  lo  it  at  present,  ia  de- 


rived  f^om  a  voluntary  ctimmonicatlon  mads  to  us  last  evening 
bv  Mr.  Henry  Ogden,  the  cashier  of  the  custom-house  during 
Mr.  Swariwout's  term. 

"  Having  been  Irforoied  that  the  large  defalcation  was  known 
to  the  ))Ubhc  officers,  and  that  we  hail  come  to  New  York  for 
the  purpose  of  investigating  It,  he  ca  led  on  us,  and  at  once,  in 
the  presence  of  Mr.  Price,  th'*  District  Altomev,  who  was  with 
us,  entered  frankly  into  a  conversation  on  the  subject.  Ho 
commenced  by  saying  that  the  circumstances  of  the  case  had 
troubled  him  exceedingly  for  some  time,  and  that  he  had  strongly 
urged  Mr.  Bwariwout  not  to  leave  the  United  t^iates  in  August 
last ;  that  he  had  told  him  it  was  scarcely  prssible  the  defaica* 
tion  could  remain  much  longer  concealed,  especially  since  the 
accounts  for  the  last  qnartrr  had  been  called  for  and  not  fur- 
nished ;  that  he  advised  him.  instead  of  going  lo  Europe,  lb  go 
at  once  to  Washiaston,  submit  a  statement  ol^the  whole  matter 
to  the  Secretary  of  the  Tr  a^ury,  surrender  his  property,  and 
make  the  best  arrangement  he  could ;  that  Mr.  Swartwout  told 
him  in  reply,  he  wa^  confident  of  being  able  to  raise  noney 
In  England,  by  which  he  could  pay  his  wlitde  debt  to  the  United 
States  09  s(»on  as  he  relumed'^  and  he  did  not  think  the  business 
would  be  known  before  that  time. 

"  In  reply  to  our  inquiry  ai  to  the  time  when  the  abstraction 
of  the  public  money  commenced,  he  stated  that  it  Was  about 
ninrt  months  after  Mr.  Swartwout  was  appointed  collector.  He 
aft^rwardu  fatd  hA  supposed  it  might  have  heen  a  year  af>er — 
thati«,  in  18,00;  th  it,  as  theamoun'i  of  the  «lefalcatlon  lncrea«jd, 
he  frequently  spoke  to  .Mr.  Swartwout  on  ihe  subject ;  and  that 
abcnit  four  years  since  it  had  become  so  large  that  he  told  Mr. 
Swartwout  that  unless  measures  were  taken  'o  reduce  it,  he 
could  not  const  ni  to  continue  in  the  situation  he  held.  Mr. 
Swnrt  wont  was.  however,  confident  that  the  operations  in  which 
he  was  eni^a^rd  would  be  so  profitable  as  to  make  i(  easy  for 
him  to  pay  ofTihe  whole  deficiency.  This  mode  of  treating  the 
subject,  Mr.  Swartwout  continued  to  persist  in  to  the  last,  always 
expressing  his  belief  that  he  could  set  mailers  right 

"  In  reply  to  our  inquiry  as  to  the  mode  in  which  the  afTUr 
had  been  conducted,  and  the  amount,  Mr.  Ogden  stated  that 
Mr.  Phillips,  the  assistant  cashier,  was  more  Tully  acquainted 
with  the  particulars  than  himfolf,  but  that  it  commenced  by 
Mr.  Swartwout  not  passing  to  the  credit  of  the  Treasurer  the 
whole  sums  received." 

Again,  sir :  From  Gilpin's  separate  report,  NoTembcr  10th, 
we  learn : 

"  From  Mir.  Phillips,  the  assistant  cashier  during  Mr.  Swart- 
wont's  official  term,  we  received  a  verbal  statement,  confirm- 
ing that  previously  made  to  us  by  Mr.  Ogden  ;  and,  in  a  written 
c.nnnmunicatiol^  he  has  given  a  general  view  of  the  course  of 
proceeding,  to  which  hi*  has  ofl^red  ig  add  such  a  particular  sc^ 
coimt  of  the  details  of  the  transactions  as  he  can  gather  from  the 
lxM>k8  an.l  accounts." 

Again,  eir :  From  the  report  of  Gilpin  and  Darker,  November 
15th,  wf  Iwirn : 

*' According  to  the  statements  of  Mr.  Ogden  and  Mr.  Phillips, 
heretofore  mentioned  to  you,  and  subsequently  confirmed  by 
them  in  wriiing.as  well  as  verbally,  the  use  of  the  public  money 
commenced  as  early  as  the  close  of  1829,  or  the  beginning  of 
18^:  the  practice  being  to  transfer  at  the  commencement  of 
the  week,  to  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  Suites,  no  more  than 
the  amount  received  previous  to  Statu rday  morning ;  and  thus 
to  place  succcssivciv  from  the  subaeouent  receipts  the  sums 
withdrawn,  so  iliat  the  deficiency  might  not  appear.  Though 
the  sums  thus  replaced,  after  they  were  taken,  can  form  no  part 
of  the  balance  now  chfrged  azamsl  Mr  Swartwout,  which  con 
slstt"  only  of  (»ums  never  rL-lnrned.  yet  we  endeavored  to  obtain 
from  Mr.  Phil'ips  the  iiemsof  this  sort  from  the  commencement. 
We  were  unable  lo  do  so.  Tlie  orijrinal  checkbook  of  Mr. 
Swartwout  fn>m  June,  1830,  to  December,  1631,  through  which, 
peihaps,lhey  might  liavs  beer  traced.  wa-<  r.ot,afer  diligent 
search,  to  be  found  ;  and  although  Mr.  Phillips  rommeoceu,  hs 
he  stated,  in  the  year  1831,  when  the  deficit  began  to  be  lar§e, 
to  make  a  memorandum  of  which  he  can  now  designate  the 
sums  withdrawn,  piib'sequeni  to  that  period,  by  Mr.  Swartwoul, 
from  the  cash  fund  for  his  own  use,  yet  he  declared  his  inability 
to  do  so  any  earlier.  The  evidence,  ihcref'^re,  in  regard  to  the 
moneys  that  were  withdrawn  and  replaced,  is  found  in  the  verbal 
commHnicatioBS  made  to  us  by  Mr.  Ogden  and  Mr.  Phillips, 
which  were  given  In  our  previous  reports  lo  you,  and  In  their 
letters  and  written  statemen'R,  of  whicli  copies  will  be  found 
among  the  documents  transmitted  to  you  herewith." 

Ac«in,  fir: 

"  We  endeavored  to  ascertain  exactly  the  amounts  of  cash 

which  had  been  successively  withdrawn,  so  as  to  make  up  the 

whole  of  these  funds.    Mr.  Phillips,  the  assisuint  cashier,  who 

kept  the  checkbooks,  from  which  only  this  can  be  urac^d,  has 

eiven  us  a  stateinem  of  such  of  ihe  suma  th«^  drawn  out  by  Mr. 

Swariwout  for  his  private  use  as  he  was  abletoobtain  from  the 

old  chec'c-books  in  the  office  and  his  own  memorandums.    It 

embraces  only  the  interval  between  November.  1831,  and  June, 

1837,  and  amounts  in  the  asgregate  to  9193,602  20.    Of  this 

sum,  the  cash  noted  by  Mr.  Phillips  as  being  withdrawn 

In  the  year  1834  •  -  .    •6,261  20 

Do.        1835  .  .  .    43,700  00 

Do.        1836  ..  .    97,841  00 

Do.        1837  ..  .    4o,800  00 


Dollars,    193.602  20 


"  In  ih'  earlier  pericxl  of  these  transactions  (that  is ,  from 
1829  until  the  close  of  183 1)  Mr.  Phillips  was  not  in  ihe  habit  of 
noting  the  checks  thus  used  by  Mr.  SwariwDut,  and  he  stales 
that,  from  this  circumstance,  and  from  the  loga  of  the  check- 
book of  1830  and  1831,  (to  which  we  have  adverted,)  he  is  un- 
able to  trace  out  the  pariicular  items  which  constitute  the  resi- 
due  of  tUe  cash  thus  wi  hdrawn.  The  statement  of  Mr.  Phil- 
lip*, giving  the  an-ouni  of  each  check  so  drawn,  will  be  found 
among  the  documents  transmitted  to  you  herewith." 

A'Ztin,  sir: 

"It  will  he  soen  that  this  deficit  in  the  bond  account  first  oc- 
curs in  the  year  1837.  Shortly  after  its  commencement  Mr. 
Philii|>«,  the  assistant  cashier,  kept  a  list  for  his  own  sali.«fac- 
li  'U,  as  he  .Elated,  of  a  large  niiniber  of  thc«p  bond.-^,  which  had 
b«jen  paid,  nn<l  the  monrv  received  by  Mr.  SwartwouU  It 
a'pK.unt!*  aii..jr».,|,rr  to  fc'9'7.:»l  63  W'hen  the  Imnd  account 
r.inir  to  h.«  r.n.'illy  a-'jo-mi,  in  the  puniiner  of  IBW,  by  Mr. 
FK'iriinff.  the  auJnor  of  the  (Mi.sioni-house  durific  the  latt»r  part 
of  Mr.  Swanwou  'a  term,  he  received  from  Mr.  Phillips  the 
original  list,  thus  made  out  and  kept,  and  found  it  to  agree,  as 
far  a  it  went,  with  the  deficiency  in  the  bonds  which  he  had 
asceruined  himself,  and  to  which  he  bad  called  Mr.  Swariwout's 


ncy  in  the  bond  accoooi  of  ihs  vear  IfflrT^  J" 
r  of  1838,  by  •16,472  68;  but t  SSic WitalS! 
.  ""--'nfabtalned  wutoBakethssh^^^ 

""Chargeable  to  Mr.  Swtnwow,  dBrt«MhI 
l21,asbefoie,stated.   An  explUr,!™ 


aueniloQ. 
deficiency 

quarter  of  .»„»,  »,  «iu.i(«  m- 
sum  Mr.  Fleming  ebiained.  so  i 
the  bond  account    ' 

peritxl,  #613,804  21,  as  oeioie  stated.   An  explawiory  i 
nicatlon  of  Mr.  Fleming,  relative  to  the  bond  wtouw  i»-k- 
with  the  list  made  hv  Mr.  Phillip.,  wlU  U  fSti^St 
documents  iransmtttcd  to  yon."  ^ '" 

Again,  sir :  1  refer  to  the  statement  of  Ofden  himself;  mmC- 

"Dbak  8i»:  As  far  as  my  memory  lervitinUoSfc 
the  difllciirties  of  Mr.  Swiitwout,  1  sboold  lay  ihai therSI 
not  long  after  his  appointment  as  collector ;  tad  thu,  ftoAfi 
period,  he  hascortioued  to  draw  nimi  from  time  ttdae-  Z 
my  assistant  fMr.  Phillips)  and  mtself  have  held  frwmtc* 
▼errations  with  him  respecting  the  snmi  of  moR«T  wkidh 
had  received,  and  that  we  ofien,  when  he  applied  louLami 
him  to  endeavor  U)  rsise  money  elsewhere,  U  h<  p<MibtteoS 
and  nut  to  draw  any  more  from  the  bank;  thti,  ibouibi 
years  since,  when  we  again  spoke  to  him  on  the  subjtct  ofib 
amounts  we  supposed  he  had  received,  he  requeeted  is  tahm 
an  interview  with  him  at  his  house ;  that  we  mei  lim  umgUr 
to  appointment,  and  that  be  then  assuied  os,  u  he  hiil  dm 
frequently  before,  that  he  did  not  doubt  that,  bdbr^  am 
months,  the  speculations  he  had  entered  into  would  mikM 
suck  a  way  as  to  enable  him  to  pay  all  up.  FrooilMtpslDJ 
we  occasionally  called  his  attention  to  the  balance  dw,  giuil  ds 

Eeriod  of  my  leavine  for  Canada,  (the  4ih  of  Aqsvl)  It. 
wartwoui  sailed  on  tne  16th  of  Augtnt 

"I  am,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient Mmat, 

•ireNIYOCDm 
**  Hcmnr  D.  Oilpin,  Esq.  SoUHtor  tftkt  Tnamj." 
Again :  The  slater  eni  fiwm  Phillips  hioMlf : 

"N■wTOBI,^M.|,lffi 

*'SiB :  Mr.  Swartwout  came  into  oAoe,  m  eoOKUr  of ib 
port  of  New  York,  on  the  let  of  May,  188;  uA^uiummi 
niemorr  ssrras,  b«t  a  few  mnnifai  had  siapiid,befm  been. 
msnoM  drawing  nooeT  for  bhrprivite  uses,  whieb  he  emnil 
for  a  period  ef  nearly  nine  yean,  without  anv  gnaiiottrauain. 

It  is  necessary,  in  order  to  make  mysslf  omhMood,ihiI 


should  state  iha  manner  in  which  the  beitaiMiof  thecH 
house  was  conducted  in  respect  U)  die  finsndilconceiii«i& 
the  Branch  Bank,  and  aAsrwards  whh  the  thres d^Msiie  M^ 
namely,  the  Mechanics'.  Manhaiian,  and  AoMrici,  Ihe  nm  . 
banks  for  the  bonds  for  duties  di:e  the  Uoiiedflutee-ihe  InaA 
Bank  from  1st  May,  1829,  to  7th  October,  1633;  and  the  dfNM 
banks  from  (hat  period  to  the  16th  May,  1887,  (the  UMofiWr 
suspension  of  specie  p8yments.>. 

*'The  bonds  arai  the  records,  bsingcomptetad  at  the  osn- 
house,  were  deiiversd  to  the  banks,  widi  a  mimum  «f  Ii 
amount.  Ac.  of  each,  for  whichareoeipc  WIS  fifes  bfienlir 
(with  whom  they  were  placed)  for  the  aoiosQi  rwd»^  m 
was  usually  dona  about  thirty  days  preview  is  iMCwlij,ita 
it  became  the  boaioess  of  the  bank  tosotiff  the  fnMfiki 
the  date  when  payable.  This  bsisg  done,  Ow  «n»ii«  am 
daily  would  be  placed  to  the  credit  of  8. 9wartwo«t,udHiM 
to  his  drafts,  without  pardcularislng  the  pot  pose  for  shkk  AiT 
were  drawn,  which  was  an  invariable  prsctiee;  w!  the  mm 
was  always  the  case  in  regard  to  all  moee js  concoad  iM 
the  banks  on  account  of  customs,  during  ihi  pow  ww 
stated,  and  he  availed  himself  of  it  •»  he  required. 

"  After  the  passage  of  ihe  law  which  reqniied  ihttillBJw 
t200  and  under!  ami  aU  dutiet  on  woollens,  rf»«MJ^^ 
directions  from  the  Trsasary  Depsrunsnt  h  wm  spfcniW 
the  amouDt  should  be  paid  direa  u>  tlie  bank  luacad  •»*>«» 
toro-houss,  which  was  done  by  giving  die  """pw^'^^m 
which*  was  by  him  taken  to  the  baak,  and  tJm»peiH«tm 
sigoalurs  of  the  receiving  officer  to  ihe  eer  metta,  mwi" ■ 
the  custom  house,  was  authoriit  for  h"«  rweinsf  ip«M" 
his  goods,  and  the  amonnt  so  collecied  daily  phcsd  laibmB 
of  8.  Swartwou^  and  subject  to  bis  drafts  at  beforr. 

."Independent  of  the  bonds,  Ac  collected  tiUiabaofcijilJ 
amount  of  money  was  received  ai  the  cuatooj-hww  onwjJJ 
ft»r  daiiee  on  merchandise  paying  a  spe  ific  raia  w*"??  "2 
was  considered  in  suspense  unul  the  actual  spy*"*" 
it  was  liable  was  ascertained,  and  the  asttlfneni  with  thapMB 
makinc  the  deposke,  which,  in  a  grret  n»«7  •?*?2?kS 
uke  place  for  twelve  months,  ahd  freqeesdy  h»5"" 
Haced  a  large  amount  at  Uis  disposal  of  "•.y'T^'f^ 
duties  on  deposita  were  not  pl«ced  w  the  cradRPf  Jew 
States  until  the  merchant  had  mule  a  sadstnaBt  m^*^ 
lections  made  by  the  banks  up 
the  books  of  the  custom-houss 


to  3  o'chKk  *>•«•«*;• 
until  lbs  Wlo«iof*M2 
nklv  sMosnt  fcf  Ihe  Tsa«T 


in  makiri|r  tip  the  weekly  account  fct 
ipartment  to3o^clock  on  aatorday.iba 


queaily, 

l>epartmeni  io^ociock  on  otwro*/. !■■»  -.•-''— .l.j^^ 
Saturday,  would  not  appear  until  ths  foUuwing  ^jT^ 
same  occurrence  would  uke  piece  in  raspea  loihtfnB,- 
so  continue  on.  .a.  tut 

"  By  reference  to  the  weeklr  reiums  made  <o  w*."^ 
Department,  it  will  be  eeen  that  large  ««»«'^  •yj2!S 
retained  under  the  head  of  ^amount  d«»«»h«^"i?SIii3 
carried  to  next  return,'  which  acconou  he»e  ^'V^T^ 
Mr.  Swartwout,  and,  in  many  instances,  wwWn«*«"r3 
nntil  Tuesday,  in  oider  that  ihe  coUertiofta  o[*"2C 
Monday  might  place  him  in  fowls  to  ■»},•**  27 
his  account  to  that  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  uoMO  »"» 
"  Ileiipec:fally,  your  obedient  •ervanj,^  nmJJft 

•»H.  D.  OttPm,  Esq.  aoUdtar  of  lk»  Trtamrj" 
Again :  The  statement  of  J.  A.  Fterainc  hiamif: 

«  Auditor's  Qfiee,  A«^  J^ 
"  Bin :  Having  be^n  called  upon  by  you  u>  *»'«  2Ki3 
of  the  sliuatlon  of  the  accounts  of  Ssmssi  Swwtwj^,, 
lector,  and  to  render  such  Informsiion  as  I  P***"^C0i 
ihe  amount  due  by  him  to  the  United  Statw, » »";JSll 
that,  as  auditor  of  the  customhouse,  which  '^^  L^j^ 
from  the  1st  of  Julv,  1636,  the  •djustm.'tit  of '^  re- 
volved on  me,  and  that  I  carrietl  forward  ibe  DauixtH-r 
ceding  quarters,  depming  it  correct  „«-ii>«ik» 

'•  In  the  momh  of  June,  1837,  being  «W'''iCT)isd 
conni  of  b-^nds  paid  for  the  quarter  ennnfin<J?^|| 
of  ihA'  year,  1  found  there  was  a  laree  '^'•"J^S!^  Si  *••' 
b  inds  fiwyable  Jind  b*>nil^  nanl,  and  thai  '*?.  •ikdc* 
the  former  about  live  hu.rdred  thousand  dM»*  ^2^  ^nf 
stance  I  mentioned  to  M"r.  Phillips,  ths  "^SULSSmP 
office  it  is  to  keep  the  cash-book,  end  wssbg^*^^^^ 
his  book  contained  the  record  ef  aQ  lbs  tMr 
^fAttianlinthatquaiier.    Upon  tftb  tif^' 


iec  1838. 
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te  bond  account  a«  ft  exUted ;  and  the  banks  having  previoiMly 
iQ>eiK]ed  specie  payments,  and  i^e  troubles  in  the  mercaniile 
imniunity  being  very  disastrous,  I  supposed  thai  the  payment 
'all  the  remaining  bonds  was  suspended. 
■"Mr.  Swartwouu  then  collector,  had  received  instructions 
om  the  Treasury  Department  to  allow  an  extension  of  credit 
pon  all  bonds  unpaid,  and  to  transfer  them  for  extension  to 
le  <!U0irlci  attorney,  until  the  Government  should  decide  what 
irtber  course  was  necc«a>  y  to  be  pursued.  Congress,  having 
len  been  convened  by  the  President  to  legislate  on  these  mat- 
ing oo  the  16th  of  October,  1837.  enacted  a  law  authorizing  an 
nension  of  credit  of  nine  mootns,  fjrom  the  date  of  maturity, 
poo  all  bonds  given  prior  to  the  passage  of  the  acu  and  which 
«ra  thmn  unpaid.  The  number  of  these  bonds  was  upwards 
f  t^  thottfliuid,  and  they  exceeded  in  amount  five  millions  of 
oUara.  No  suspicion  existed  with  me  that  any  portion  of  these 
onds  ha4  been  paid,  and  the  money  abstracted. 
**  When  Mr.  Swartwouts  term  of  office  expired,  it  became 
BCfis—ry  to  mnke  a  thorough  examination  or  all  outstanding 
CHuk,  and  to  rendsr  abstracts  for  the  delivery  of  the  same  to 
le  aiiccesBor.  This  work  was  completed,  after  much  labor,  in 
le  month  of  August  last ;  and  when  the  total  amount  was  ascer- 
lined,  it  was  found  to  (all  short  of  the  amount  appearine  due  by 
le  books  of  (be  office  by  six  hundred  and  fbrty.slx  thousand 
oIlarB.  This  alarming  circumsunce  1  mentioned  to  the  cashier, 
It.  Ogden,  and  requested  hhn  to  communicate  the  fact  to  Mr. 
wartwouu  On  the  following  day  the  cashier  observed  to  me 
tat  I  had  better  inform  Mr.  Swart  wout  myself  of  the  condition 
fthe  bonda  I  at  once  did  so.  He  seemed  greatly  surprised, 
dd  remarked  that  it  tnasibe  impossible  that  so  large  a  deficiency 
9uld  exist^nd  requested  that  the  account  micrht  be  re-examined. 
'.  waa  accordingly  re-examined,  and  every  bond  found  paid  by 
le  recnrds  of  the  office  was  marked  off  Btill  the  same  de- 
fiencj  existed  ▲  list  was  then  prepared  of  all  the  bonds  un- 
backed and  unaccounted  for,  and  was  placed  on  file  in  the 
Ace.  Prior  to  this,  and  during  the  re-examinatiou,  Mr.  Swart- 
lout  sailed  for  England. 

^  I  afierwards  proceeded  to  close  all  his  accounts,  and  to  pre- 
are  a  final  account  current  with  the  Treasury,  when  there  sp- 
eared to  be  doe  from  hin  to  the  United  States  one  ^pillion  two 
andred  and  twenty-five  thousand  dollars.  When  this  result 
rae  finally  ascertained,  I  informed  Mr.  Hoyt,  the  preaeni  col 
wtor,  that  his  accounts  would  lie  delayed  in  consequence  of 
real  discrepancies  in  Mr.  Swart wout's  accepnts.         * 

^  [Btgnsd  by  J.  A.  FLEMING,  Auditor.]" 
Tlius,  sir,  Ogden,  Phillips,  Fleming,  ail  knew !  And  the  latter 
till  us  that  he  ti>ld  Iluyt  that  hie  accounts  would  be  delayed 
In  consequence  of  great  discrepancies  in  Mr.  Swanwout's  ac 
vunts  "  When  1  f>rtainly  before  the  31st  of  October,  I83A, 
rhen  he  submitted  to  him  the  prepared  statement.  Sir,  who 
re  Ogden.  Phillips,  and  Fleming  1  The  cashier,  aswistant 
■shier,  and  suditor  of  Hoyt,  as  well  as  Swartwout !  They 
rere  not  dismissed  until  within  the  last  few  weeks.  Do  you 
ot  suppose,  sir,  that  these  minions  communicated  all  to  Hoyt-  - 
rere  officious  and  soperserviccable  to  do  so,  in  order  to  retain 
Heir  placesi  And  if  they  knew  all.  and  Hoyt  knew  all,  don't 
on  suppose  that  Woodbury  knew  all  1  Why  wasHoyt's  mem- 
randum,  1  again  ask,  teifhout  date  7  Should  Hoyt  be  retained 
Q  office,  whilst  he  kf  epe  such  subalterns  in  his  office  1  Would 
UTooilbory  retain  him  if  he  were  not  a  bird  of  the  same  feather  1 
liese  men,  it  seems,  are  well  indoctrinated  in  the  whole  black 
rt  and  mystery  of  the  trade  of  delalcaiion.  Ay,  sir,  one  ot 
hem  even  reports  Ais  plan  ^f  keeping  the  public  money !  Hear 

**"'  "^  ■  «  Nbw  York,  Noverhber  12,  183a 

'"fiia:  Agreeably  to  request  made  by  yourself  as  to  the 
eanner  of  conducting  the  business  at  the  custom-house,  in  com- 
«riaon  with  the  former  mode,  I  have  to  state  that  Mr.  Hoyt,  in 
oming  into  office,  adopted  a  courre  which,  in  my  opinion,  is 
very  way  calculated  to  insure  a  safe  collection  of  the  revenue, 
fid  a  primipt  discharge  of  duty  by  m-ery  one  conoecie*!  with 
he  customs  ;  and  more  particularly  as  he  is,  as  far  as  pracdca- 
*le,  endearoring  to  make  himteff  acquainted  with  the  bus'ness 
•f  his  Bubordinatee  generally. 

••As  all  the  receipts  for  customs  are  now  collected  through 
be  custom-house  direct.  I  will  give  a  statement  of  what  he  has 
e^oired  of  me^htinzthtpirtonby  whom  all  moneys  are  re- 
«irec^  and  diMbttreed," 
fie  goee  on  to  state  the  mode^  and  concludes  thus  : 
**  I  do  not  find  myself  capable  of  suggesting  any  alteration  in 
he  mode  of  managing  the  public  Ainds,  difTerent  from  that  now 
nttmitd.  It  is  simple  in  lis  operations,  and  ene  least  calculated 
o  create  a  multiplicity  of  agents,  by  which  the  public  money 
ntetit  be  endangered. 

"In  all  payments  made  by  me,  they  are  on  the  authority  of 
lie  auditor,  inroiigh  whom  all  bills  must  pass. 

**  Very  resi»ectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

*  ♦'J.  PHILLIPS. 

"H.  p.  GriLPiM,Esq." 

Yea,  eir,  he  thinks  his  mode  is  "  every  way"  very  commen«l- 
ble — makes  '^erery  one"  prompt— Hoyt  "hi»nsclf  acquaint* 
d  ;"  very  complimenury  to  Mr.  Hoyt !  B'lt,  above  all,  sir,  he 
an  sugaest  no  improvement— just  as  fie  wants  it — '*tt  is 
impU  .'^— not  complirated  by  too  many  ch*  cks !— least  cnlcu- 
iioA  lo  multiply  agents !— he  and  Hoyt  have  it  now  all  to  tJiait- 
Hves  !  And  ih&  rocue,  u  ho  kept  wiitten  memoranda  for  years 
>f  i^wartwoui's  embezzlemfnt  and  fraud,  is  verily  the  <  fficer 
inder  Hoyt  "*y  whom  all  moneys  are  received  and  diaburs- 
d  r'  This  Is  a  "  ^rt  of  Mr.  Secretary  Wocdbury  *«  eyatem  .'" 
ie  is  the  very  man,  Uue,  to  tell  how  to  detect  and  expose 
Jwaiiwout— is  he  not,  also,  the  very  tool  to  aasist  Iloyt  to 
onocfgle  after  his  predecessor's  example  ?  This  excellent  sgeot, 
bia  Democratic  Locoft»co,  is  in  the  very  'ctoTcr"  he  desires 
—he  is  suited  to  a  penny— would  not  have  the  thing  changed 

Is  there  not  moral  turplfude  in  some  others  as  well  as  in 
iwartwout  in  \\\u  transaction?  I  belie ve  that  the  Secretary 
lown  to  Phi|ii|ja  are  as  crimlnsX  aa  the  defaulur.  They  will 
ierer  ailpw  Swartwout  and  Price  to  return,  or  Uiia  would  fully 
tppear,  as  I  believe,  before  my  country- 

Sir,  let  us  now  inquire  AinAcr  f^hether  thhde&jcmttoji  mi^ht 
tot  have  been  prevenred  •Itog'ler,  i^  ^rT^l^'y  ^^^  done 
tie  duty  1  After  the  deMc^t^^'tag,  known,  the  Secretary  then 
iroke  up;  he  wrote  the  ^^11%^^  Jctt^^ \^ 

"TuBABvuYi^y^^^sJ^'  ^'^nifiar  &,  J  838. 
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officens  calling  thoir  prompt  ami  rari'lul  att<  iition  to  their  ofiicial 
duties,  in  check  of  any  error  oi  wrong  liy  collccior.;. 

"  2d.  That  an  examination  be  made  in  every  ca,'*e  of  any 
considerable  balance  rr'ported  as  unadjiieied  or  due,  to  see  if 
the  bonds  and  money  purporting  to  be  on  hand,  or  which  ouglit 
to  be  on  hand,  are  so  in  point  of  fact.  This  can  be  done  bv  let 
ters  to  the  collectors,  stating  that  recent  events  have  rendered 
the  inquiry  proper ;  and  that  the  naval  officers,  or  district  attor- 
neys in  cases  where  there  are  no  naval  officers,  will  make  the 
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scrutiny,  and  certify  on  the  subject,  both  as  to  the  bonds  and 
money.' 

"3a.  I  wish  mcreased  attention  given  to  the  examination  on 
settlements  here  of  the  bond  accounts  of  collectors ;  a  d  in  your 
office,  as  well  as  in  the  Auditor's,  all  necessary  force  employed 
to  make  the  present  legal  checks  as  efficient  as  possible. 

"  Please  to  adopt  any  addiiion.\l  step  which  has  occurred  lo 
you  for  discovering  any  errors,  and  for  securing  the  public 
against  losses. 

"  Respectfully,  your  obedient  sorvant, 

LEVI  WOODBURY, 
••  Secretary  of  the  7'reasury. 

"J.  N   Babxbx,  Esq. 

•*  Comptroller  o/  the  Treasury. 

"Trbasury  Dbpaktmsnt,  November  19,  1S38. 

"  Sir  :  The  recent  development  of  the  great  defalcation  of  the 
late  collector  at  New  York  renders  it  essential  that  it  Hhould 
be  ascertained,  if  practicable,  wliy  it  was  so  long  undiscovered  ; 
I  therefore  request  you  lo  inform  me  of  the  patiscs  why  it  was 
,  not  in  the  power  of^your  office  to  report  his  defalcation  when  it 
first  commenced,  or  at  the  different  settlements  afterwards,  be- 
fore his  terra  of  office  expiied.  If,  under  the  present  system  of 
adjusting  the  sccouats  of  collectors,  it  bo  impracticable  to 
ascertain  defaults  like  these  immediately  afVr  they  occur,  I 
will  thank  you  to  report  to  me  such  modifications  and  Im- 
provements as  may  suggsst  themselves  to  you,  in  order  that  all 
defalcations  hereafter  may  be  immediately  known,  if  |X)asible; 
and,  in  case  you  should  consider  that  further  legislation  may 
be  nrcessary  to  attain  this  object,  I  wish  you  to  point  nut  the 
defects  that  should  bs  providod  ibr,  and  also  such  arldiiional 
checks  as  might  be  impssed  to  prevent  the  embezzlement  of  the 
public  funds  received  by  the  collectors  anJ  receivers  of  the 
public  revenue. 

''This  report  I  should  bo  glad  to  receive  soon,  that  n  commu- 
nication on  the  subject  may  be  made  to  Congress  at  the  rom- 
meiloement  of  the  ensuing  session 

"I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

LEVI  WOODBURY, 
^*  Secretary  of  the  Treaaury. 

"J.  N.  Barker.  Eeq. 

"  Comptroller  of  the  Treaaury. ^^ 

This  letter  of  the  9ih  shows  exactly  the  duties  which  the  Sec- 
retary had  before  net^lected  : 

1st.  The  naval  officers  under  him  had  not  been  made  to  do 
their  duty. 

21.  The  examination, of  balances  had  not  been  attended  lo. 

3d.  Sufficient  attention  had  not  been  bestowed  by  him  on  set- 
tlements here  of  the  bon<l  accounts  of  collectors. 

In  addition  to  these  letters,  he  sent  a  circular  to  the  Comptrol- 
lers and  Auditors sf  the  Treasury.  He  is  terrible  for  circulsrs  • 
They  are  his  Col.  Pluck  spurs,  hj  which  he  makes  the  nation 
believe  that  he  is  constantly  Towellincr  the  sides  of  his  oflirial 
steeds,  an  1  keeping  them  full  up  to  their  mettle  !  Ah !  no  man 
knsws  better  how  to  "  run  with  the  hare  and  hold  with  the 
hounds!"  This  circular  itself  show*  too,  what  had  been  neglect- 
ed. But,  to  preceed— Qilpin  and  Barker,  In  their  report  from 
New  York,  Nov.  15  w»t  : 

"  Th«>se  defects  rea<liiy  suciest  the  followinj  remedies . 

»*1.  That  the  system  for  the  collection  of  the  revenue  from 
customs  should  resemble  that  adopted  in  regard  to  the  rc:venue 
from  lands ;  ihat  the  officer  who  ascertains  th-j  amount  doe 
to  the  Government,  adm  ts  vetwels  to  entry,  and  performs  the 
various  functions  cpnnectwl  with  those  parts  of  a  collecto»'a 
duty,  should  be  distinct  from,  and  independent  of,  the  officer 
who  receives  end  is  accountable  for  the  moneys  accruing  on 
those  duties.  Bnch  making i^is  separate  reports,  and  held  to  a 
separate  responsibility,  would  prove  a  complete  check  upon 
th*  other*  and  lead  to  rn  immediate  detection  of  error,  neglect, 
or  defalcat\pn. 

"2.  That  all  sums  of  money  should  be  paid  inlo  the  Treasury; 
that  no  officer  should  be  permitted  to  retain  funds,  under  any 
pretext,  or  make  payments,  except  on  estimates  previously 
made  to  the  Treasnrv,  or  on  accounts  properly  submitted  and 
examined.  There  would  b«  no  difficulty  in  so  arranein?  thi^ 
plan  as  to  give  quite  as  much  fjicillty  as  exis's  at  i.rewnt  in  the 
payment  of  debentures,  and  all  other  chanres  now  de<lurted 
from  the  accruing  revfinue.  while  it  would  obviate  the  disadvan- 
tages that  are  Inseparable  from  the  present  mode. 

"3.  That  actual  inspections  by  competent  officers  from  the 
Treasury  Departmentshould  be  made  A  oin  time  to  iime,at  every 
principal  custom-house.  Had  auch  in^ieclt'ons  ftfenmad"  at 
Neie  York,  thia  defalcation  could  have  heen  enally  drtfcfd 
before  it  had  lon%  exi^tted,  or  reached  any  very  considf  ruble 
amount. 

"4.  That  the  U!»e  of  the  public  money  by  any  officer  intnisJ- 
ad  with  itscolle<"tion,  safe-keeping,  or  di«-bur9ement,  should  be 
made  a  criminal  oKi'occ,  severely  punlshabKv 
'  "  We  are,  very  respectfully,  your?, 

"If.  D.  GILPIN. 
"J.  N.  BARKER. 

"Hon.  Ijtvi  WoonarRY. 

«  Seerntai-y  of  the  Treusury." 

Now.  sir,  could  not  all  this  have  been  done?  Did  It  reqiii.e 
a  law  7  None.  Why  was  it  not  done  1  Mr.  Secretary  does  not 
Inform  us. 

Again :  the  Ftrsl  Auditor,  in  reply  to  Woodbury's  letter,  re- 
ported as  follows : 

Trbasurt  Dbpartmsnt, 
First  Auditor's  Qflce,  Dec.  1,  188. 

Sir:  Your  letter  of  ihe  19th  ultimo  sRouTd  have  received  an 
earlier  reply,  Wl  the  state  of  my  health  permitted;  and  even 
now,  connned  asl  am  to  my  chamber,  I  must  crave  uidulgenre 
for  omiaiions  that  may  occur^and  the  privilege  of  supplying  any 
such  in  a  future  coramunicaiioo. 

The  first  inquiry  contamed  in  your  letter,  in  reference  to  "the 

S-reat  defalcation  of  the  iMte  collector  at  New  York,"  is  in  the 
bllow^ng  words,  viz.  "  I  ihcreforr;  requ^^i  you  to  inform  me  of 
the  causes  why  it  was  not  in  the  power  of  your  office  to  repot  t 
his  defalcation  when  it  firpt  occurred,  or  at  the  diffisrent  seitK- 
ments  afierwards,  before  bis  term  of  oflke  expired." 
la  rspi^  10  Uuf  queeUoD,  I  vould  jrespeci/ully  ^e  that  it  was 


not  in,  the  power  of  this  office  to  report  his  defalcation  when  it 
first  occurred,  becau.se  it  never  possessed  the  means  of  ascer- 
taining it.  By  the  21st  section  or  the  collection  act  of  2d  March, 
j?99,  (\\e  collectors  are  allowed  three  months  after  the  expiration 
of  a  quarter  to  make  up  and  render  the  accounts  to  this  office 
for  adjustment;  and  in  reference  to  Now  York,  the  Secretary 
some  years  since  extended  the  time  two  or  three  weeks  longer, 
*>  that  the  accounts  of  that  district,  for  the  first  quarter  of  the 
vear,  do  not  usually  reach  thia  office  until  the  middle  of  July ;  It 
is  therefore  apparent  that  this  defalcation  ceuld  not  have  been 
ascertained  in  this  office  wht-n  it  first  occurred. 

But  it  la  aho  asked  why  it  was  not  reported  "at  the  difTerent 
settlemenla  afierwanls,  before  his  term  of  office  expired."  To 
this  inquiry  the  same  reply  might  also  be  made.  This  office  had 
no  means  of  ascertaining  the  defalcation  of  Mr.  Swartwout  at 
any  time  prior  to  the  final  settlemeqt  of  his  account.  It  could 
and  did  leport  the  correct  balances  due  from  him,  "at  the  dif- 
ferent settlements,"  but  it  had  no  means  of  asceriaining  that  a 
portion  of  his  balance  had  been  used  by  him  for  his  private 
purp  "ises.  The  accounts,  as  soon  as  received  at  this  office,  are 
carefully  examined ;  and  all  the  checks  furnished  for  testing 
their  accuracy,  in  addition  to  the  ceriificaie  of  the  naval  officer, 
are  used,  and  the  duties  secured,  as  well  as  the  disbursements 
made,  having  been  correctly  asceruined,  the  account  b  stated, 
and  the  ba'.ati'ce  struck  and  reported  to  the  First  Comptroller,  to 
whom  the  account  and  all  the  abstracts  belonging  to  it  are  trans- 
mitted forthwith.  From  the  investigation,  hot^ever.  which  has 
recently  taken  place  at  the  cus'om-heuse.  New  York,  it  appears 
that  a  large  portion  of  this  defalcation  consists  of  bonds  abstract- 
ed by  the  late  collector,  to  whom  payment  was  made,  and  for 
which  the  bond  account  was  not  credited ;  and  it  may  with  pro- 
priety be  inquired,  why  this  had  not  been  discovered  by  the  ac- 
countin;?  officers  on  the  examination  of  the  accounts. 

In  replying  to  this  inquiry,  I  be^  leave  first  to  state  the  facts 
^in  regard  to  the  manner  in  which  the  bond  accounts  have  been 
kept  at  the  Treasury.  Previous  to  the  year  18.^,  as  I  am  in- 
formed, on  examining  the  accounts  of  the  customs  in  this  office, 
the  accounting  clerk  ascertained  thai  the  balance  of  the  bomi 
acount  was  correctly  brousht  forward,  that  Ihc  additions  were 
coiroci,  and  the  balance,  as  returned,  properly  slated.  But  as 
the  bond  account  accompanied  the  quarterly  account  current  of 
the  customs  and  the  othci  abstracts  to  the  Comptroller's  office, 
where  h  was  retained,  no  reference  could  bo  had  in  this  office  to 
said  accounts,  to  mark  off  the  bonds  paid^or  put  in  suit,  in  sub- 
setju^'nt  quarters,  whici  reference  was  absolutely  necessary  to 
a  thorough  examination  of  the  bond  account.  In  1822,  hr)wever, 
the  First  Auditor  directed  a  register  to  be  kept  in  his  office  of  all 
the  bonda  taken  and  pai*,  as  well  as  those  put  in  suit.  Two 
clerks  were  appointed  to  this  duty,  to  whom  the  account- 
in*  olerk,  immediately  on  receiving  ihe  Quarterly  returns, 
handed  over  the  bond  account,  to  be  recorded.  &c.  The  ac- 
counts for  the  smaller  districts  were  generally  entered  and 
marked  off  In  timf>  to  accompany  the  adjuste<l  accounts  lo 
which  they  belonffed ;  but  the  duly  of  recording  all  the  bonda 
beln^  very  arduous,  and  the  clerks  engaged  on  them  being 
occ;usionaIly  called  lo  other  business,  the  larger  dis  ricts  by 
an  I  by  fell  in  nrrear,  especially  the  district  of  New  York; 
which,  from  what  I  ran  learn,  was,  perhaps,  never  once  re- 
corded and  marked  offin  time  (o  accompany  the  .accounts  of  the 
Comptroller :  and,  ns  it  now  stands,  I  find  thai  the  bonds  taken 
are  reconkvl  only  to  21  quarter,  1834,  while  those  paid  or  put  In 
suit  are  marked  off  only  to  the  4th  quarter,  1832.  The  present 
condition  of  the  bond  accounts  in  this  office  is  about  the  same 
that  it  was  when  I  received  my  appointment.  But  for  Ike 
present,  passing  over  the  imperfect  manner  of  keeping  the 
bond  accounUi,  let  us  inquire  whether,  under  the  most  perfect 
pvsii'in  that  mnl  I  be  d.^vi-ed  for  diir'iHreing  this  duty,  the 
fraud  conn.iiu;  1  on  ilic  boml.s  In  New  York  could  have'  been 
promptly  dntected  in  this  office.  Suppose  that  when  the 
account  of  thn  customs  is  taken  up  for  adjustment,  ihe  bonds 
paid  and  put  in  puii  nre  marked  off,  foriiiwilh,  on  ilio  oripiual 
Iwnd  accou!it.«? ;  any  omitsion  of  the  collector  of  New  York  to 
return  bonds  paid,  &c.,  could  not,  in  ordinary  tim-s.  be  asccr* 
talncd  until  five  or  six  montlis  afler  the  expiration  of  the  quar- 
ter in  which  ihe  trunsaciions  look  place.  But,  in  the  cai^e 
under  consideration,  ihe  embezzlement  of  the  procectis  of  the 
bonds  oorurre<l  under  very  peculiar  circumstances.  It  was  at 
a  period  In  1^37,  when,  owing  to  ihc  derangement  of  commer- 
cial aflTiiro,  the  suppension  of  specie  pavnients  by  the  bunkn, 
then  no  longer  u!«cd  as  agents  of  the  Govemmenl,  &c.,  the 
boni^s  were  relumed  to  the  cusiom-house,  and,  though  due, 
were  not  put  in  suit,  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  havirig 
amho'-ized  a  temporary  suspension,  which  was  .afterwards 
extended  by  ConEreps  t<»  nine  moiiih-s  and  when  gix  or  tight 
thotiwnd  loiids  were  lying  over  at  the  custom- hoiifse  al  ore 
time,  and  when  all  was  m  such  a  state  of  confusion  that,  as 
liaa  been  stat'd  by  th*?  auditor  of  the  customhouse,  it  was 
utterly  impr.iriirable,  even  there,  to  ascertain,  in  niaking  up  the 
nrnount  f  r  rhe  Ul  quarter,  1S37,  the  true  condition"  of  the 
bonds  ;  nn<l  \\herc,  even  al  thi«»  late  day,  afier  a  gn'at  deal  of 
invosti<rafion.  it  huf  been  found  impractic^ible  to  idcnlily  an 
amount  of  ihe  e  al'BtrJCted  bonds  exceeding  $3'IO00;  and,  in 
order  to  nfrertain  them,  a  ihorougli  e.vaminaiion  of  the  bond 
nccnntit  will  have  t,»  be  made  from  the  commencement — a 
work  of  groai  l.il>or  and  requiring  consiilerable  lime. 

With  iliLve  fact.--  bf  forw  us,  it  is  quite  evident  that  it  would 
have  b"on  Impracticable  for  this  office,  had  th«?  system  of 
examining  the  Ivod  accounts'  been  ihe  most  perfect,  to  have 
a^ccrlainnl  the  fraud  cimm  tied  by  ih*?  latp  c  Hector  in  the 
bon  l.-<  until  nbotii  the  lime  for  rcnderinc  his  final  account. 
Thi.s  arr.nmt  wnt  not  rceived  at  this  oflire  nntd  the  U\h 
Novemh.T,  l>'tS.  lon£  i  fie.r  his  nei?  vci  »••  forwanl  «he  acdunt 
in  due  lime,  had  been  rcforted  by  iliis  ofll«''^  to  ih''  Cninpt roller. 
It  is  true,  ih  it  somewhere  about  Augupi.  1837,  on  the  cxamira- 
lion  of  his  acronnt  al  this  oflice,  there  would  have  appeared  to 
bo  a  1  »rge  amount  of  bonds  due  in  the  fim  quarter  l!^,  not 
return  (I  as  paid  oi  put  in  ?uit,  and  ihe  collector  would  have 
been  calle«l  upon  for  an  evidanniion.  Unvler  all  the  circum- 
stance.'* of  thii*  ca^f.  h-.  miel  t  have,  and  no  doubt  would  have, 
replied  to  surh  an  inqMlrv,"ihai  these  bondo  had  been  extended 
tmderihe  nmhoriiy  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treai^ury  ard  the 
act  of  Congre^ ;  liul  (hat,  owing  to  the  {Treat  maw  of  Fiirh 
bonds,  amfjuntinsr.  it  is  believetl  to  more  than  #5,000^000,  asd 
to  the  areat  confusion  into  which  the  bonds  had  been  thrown, 
if  (Creased,  too,  by  the  fact,  not  then  known  to  the  accounting; 
nfnc4.rs  of  the  custom-house,  that  the  collector  had  actually 
collected  a  Inr^  amount  of  sai«l  bonds,  he  could  not,  at  least 
for  a  considerable  lime,  render  any  panicular  accotint  of  tlcm. 
Such  a  reply  would  have  been  considered,  at  least  for  the 
tinte  being,  as  satuifactory ;  certainly  it  would  not  have  excited 
any  suspicion  at  the  Treasary,  because  all  the  .bonds  leferre^ 
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to  W9ft»  aetaanv  entitled  to  the  ezteoeioo  provided  for  by  Con- 
great,  and  would  natunllj  havf  been  euppoeed  to  hare  been 
iO  extended. 

Ilariog,  as.I  preeume,  thoe  clearly  ehown  tbat  ihki  office  had 
no  meant  of  aecertaining  thle  defalcacloo,  when  it  '*flnt  occur* 
red/'  nor  "at  the  diflereni  teitlemenia  af  enrarda."  I  proceed 
to  the  next  Inquiry  in  yoor  letter,  which  ie  i.i  the  followmg 
wordt :  **ir,  under  the  preeent  lyeiem  of  edjuating  the  accounte 
of  the  collectore.  It  be  impracticable  to  eecertain  defaolta  like 
tbeie  immediately  after  they  occur,  I  will  thank  you  to  report 
to  me  fuch  modiflcatlone  and  improTemente  aa  may  erin^et 
themaelree  to  von,  in  order  that  all  defalcations  hereafter  may 
be  immediately  known,  if  poatible :  and,  in  case  tliet  you 
should  consider  thai  further  legitlation  may  be  neceamry  to  at* 
Uin  thit  obiect,  I  wish  you  to  point  out  the  defects  that  ehould 
be  provided  for,  and  alto  such  additional  checks  that  might  be 
imposed  to  prevent  the  ombexxlemeot  of  the  public  funds  by 
the  collectors  and  leceivere  of  the  public  revenue." 

It  may  not  be  improper  to  state  here  that,  by  the  6ih  section  of 
the  act  of  the  2J  of  September,  1789,  **  to  establish  the  Treasury 
Department."  and  the  4ih  eection  of  the  act « to  provide  for  the 
prompt  eeitlement  of  public  accounts,"  approved  the  3d  ol 
March,  1817,  the  duties  of  the  First  Auditor  are  defined  ae  fol- 
lews:  "To  receive  all  accounts  accruing  in  the  Treasury  De- 
partment, and,  after  examina'ion,  to  certify  the  balance,  and 
tranemit  the  accounte,  with  the  vouchers  and  certificate,  to  the 
First  Curapt  roller,  for  his  decision  thereon."  Now,  if  the  "  mo- 
difications and  improvements"  called  for  by  the  Secretary  be 
confined  to  this  office  only,  there  are  but  two  suggestioot  which 
occur  to  me,  at  litis  time,  as  all  that  are  necesaary,  and  aiepe 
have  already  been  taken  to  carry  them  Into  eflcrt.  The  first  ib, 
that  ihe  collectors  be  required  to  rmder  an  account  of  all  the 
outatanding  bonds,  showing  their  actual  rcmdition  on  the  30th  of 
September,  1838 ;  and  that  hereafter,  Instead  of  recording  the 
bonds  in  this  office,  the  bond  arcounui.  as  suon  as  recoivecL  are 
to  becomj)ared  with  the  preceding  original  accounts,  and  all  the 
bonda  paid  or  put  in  suit  during  the  quarter  forthwith  marked, 
ao  that  the  actu:^!  state  of  the  bonds  will  always  be  exhibited 
simultaneous  with  the  report  on  the  account  of  the  customs. 
The  other  suggestion  is,  that  the  collector  of  New  York  reiura, 
with  his  quarterly  account  of  tlie  customs,  a  copy  of  his  "  sus- 
penee  accounts,"  ahowing  what  itema  com|.oM  that  nan  of  the 
balance  not  &>neiaiiug  of  bonds  or  cash  on  hand,  so  that,  in  stat 
ingthe  itema  of  the  balance  at  the  Treasury,  this  office  ra  ly  be 
able  to  designate  what  is  actually  cash  on  hand  from  that  which 
consists  of  unsettled  and  suspense  accounts. 

But  as  this  request  of  the  Secretary  embraces  a  preuy  wide 
range,  1  may,  with  proprie'y,  be  permitted,  in  mv  reply,  respect- 
fully to  suegOiit  «onic  other ''  modifications andimprovementa," 
although,  in  doing  so,  I  may  be  trenching  upon  the  prerogatives 
of  others.  It  appears,  from  the  iovestigaiion  recently  made  at 
the  custom-house.  New  York,  that  on  the  debit  side  of  their 
'  suspense  account"  is  found  an  item  called  "duties  on  mer- 
chandise,*' which  means  "caah  depnsites  for  duties  not  ascer- 
tained;" and  this,  acconhng  to  their  mode  of  keeping  the  ac- 
counts, k.'is  nevf^r  been  regarded  as  canh  until  the  duties  are 
actually  ascertained  and  at«t(Ied,>  ai  6^me  future  (tiy,  with  the 
merchant,  but  retained  In  the  suspense  account,  and  returned  by 
the  collector  to  the  Treaaury,  in  his  balance,  as  belonging  to  un- 
settled  and  suspense  accounts.  This  practice  placed  at  ihe  dis- 
posal of  the  collector  a  sum  varymg  from  one  hundred  thousand 
to  five  hundred  thousand  dollars,  not  available  at  the  Treasury, 
for  not  regarded  or  relumed  as  cash,  although  such  dc  facto, 
upon  which  the  collector  might  draw  from  time  to  time  for  his 
private  purpoeee,  without  any  check  upon  him,  even  In  the  of- 
fice of  the  Secretary  himself;  «nd  it  appeared,  en  the  recent  in- 
vestigaiifsi,  that  it  was  this  fun*!  which  first  tempted  the  late  col 
lector  of  New  York ;  and  it  was  only  when  this  aource  was 
exhausted,  and  the  peculiar  occaaion  referred  to  presented  itself, 
that  he  seized  upon  the  bonds.  How  it  has  happened  that  at 
New  York  these  depositee  for  duties  are  not  regarded  as  cash, 
and  at  Philadelphia  they  are,  and  very  properly,  too,  accounted 
for  as  such,  this  office  has  no  means  of  ascertaining,  having  no 
control  whatever  over  the  internal  regulations  of  the  custom- 
houss :  but  such  is  the  fact ;  the  remedy  le  obvious. 

Again  :  ih*^  naval  officer  has  alwuys  been  regarded,  not  only 
as  an  aid  to  the  collector,  but  an  important  check  upon  him. 
The  21at  section  of  the  "  act  to  regulate  the  collection  of  duties 
on  imports  and  u>nnnge"  requires  him,  nmong  other  things,  "to 
examme  the  collector's  abstracts  of  duties,  and  other  accounts 
of  receipts,  bonds,  and  expenditurea  and,  if  found  right,  he  shall 
certify  the  same."  it  is  to  be  apprehended  that  ihenavsl  officer 
at  New  York  haa  not.  under  this  requisiaon,  considered  It  to  be 
his  duty  to  examine  the  cash  and  bank  accounts ;  and  although 
he  has  certified  the  bond  acci»unta  nf  1837  "to  have  been  ex- 
amined and  found  to  be  correct,"  the  fact  is  now  apparent  that 
they  were  not  correct.  Had  thia  officer  performed  his  whole 
duty,  this  defalcation  must  have  been  discovered  sooner.  I 
would,  moreover,  respeciftjlly  suggest  that  an  examination  be 
made  of  the  concerns  of  the  custom-houss  occasionally,  by  an 
a^ni,  as  is  the  practice,  1  understand,  In  reference  to  the  land 
officf.8,  which  would  greatly  facilitate  the  discovery  of  malprac- 
tices where  they  exist,  and  enable  the  proper  authority  to  apply 
the  corrective.  Theae  "  improvemenis,"  in  addition  to  ilie 
weekly  and  monthly  returns  of  "moneys  received  and  paid  at 
the  cusiom-house,"  the  "  return  of  debentures,"  "  abstracts  of 
bonds  put  in  suit,"  "surainary  statement  of  duties  collected," 
^'schedule  of  Ininds  biken  and  liquidated,"  dec.  required  for  the 
^?*^'*  ®**^  agreeably  to  aitcicnt  regulations  and  usaees 
of  the  Treasury  Department,  as  embodioil  in  the  circular  of  the 
Secretarv  of  the  Treasury,  dated  November  12, 183Gt  if  properly 
arranged,  and  compared  with  each  other,  and  with  ihequanerly 
account  current  ol  the  cuitems,  also  formerly  mtered  on  the 
Sepreuiry's  books  ss  so«>n  as  received  at  the  office  of  the  First 
Auditor,  Would,  it  is  believed,  furnish  the  Secretary  the  means 
of  ascertaining  defaults  like  these  immediately  after  ihey  occur. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
wrvant,  (or  JE^E  UlLhEK,  Auditor. 

To  the  Hon.  I.jbvi  Woodbuhy, 

Secre  ary  of  the  Tfctuurt/. 

From  this  report,  sir,  we  learn— 

1st.  That  one  reason  for  not  detecting  tliis  defalcation  is,  that 
the  Secretary  extended  the  time  to  the  collector  at  New  York 
for  making  up  and  rendermg  his  accounts  for  adjustment 

ad.  The  accounting  clerks  in  ths  First  Auditor's  rffice  have 
not  been  made,  aince  1822;  to  ascertain  that  the  balance  of  die 
bond  account  of  the  collector  was  correctly  brought  forward, 
that  Um  additions  ware  eomct,  and  the  balance,  as  Trained, 
pxvperly  statad. 


3d.  Bonds  from  New  York  have  not  been  recorded.  Never  in 
time  u>  accompany  accounts  of  the  Comurruller.  This  duty  has 
been  wholly  neslfcted  during  Mr.  Woodbury's  term  of  office, 
since  the  second  quarter  of  isU. 

4th.  The  account  of  Sw.iriwout  was  not  received  at  the  office 
of  the  First  Audimr  until  the  lOih  November,  1638,  long  after 
his  neglect  to  forward  the  account  In  duo  time  bad  been  reported 
to  the  Comptroller. 

6ih.  That  the  Collector  had  not  been  required  to  render  an  ac- 
count of  all  outstanding  bonds 

6th.  That  the  Collector  at  New  York  had  not  been  required  to 


return,  with  his  quarterly  account  of  the  custanu,  a  copy  of  his 
"  mmpenee  accountBi"  showing  what  Items  compose  that 
of  the  balance  not  consisting  or  bonds  or  cash  on  hand. 


t  part 


7ih.  That  depositee  forduii«'S  have  not  been  regarded  as  cash 
at  New  York,  whilst  at  Philadelphia  they  have  been  so  regarded 
—and  the  Secretary  himself  bafi  r.onirt>l  of  this— unaccououble 
to  Auditor,  but  the  "  retfiedy  ob-iou»." 

6th.  The  naval  officer  has  not  been  made  to  do  his  duty,  and, 
if  he  had  done  his  tohole  duty,  this  delalcation  could  not  have 
occurred. 

9ih.  That  the  "teceiUy  and  monthly  returns  of  moneye  re^ 
ceived  and  paid  at  the  CKa/om-Aoiise,"  the  "  return  of  de- 
benturee,"  **ahttracte  ofbondrput  in  sui',"  **  summary  atatt^ 
ment  of  dutiee  eoUecied^'*  "  schedule  of  bonds  taken  and  liqui- 
dated,'^ required  for  the  Secretary**  qfflee  have  not  been  ftro- 
perty  arrange  and  compared  with  each  other  and  with  the 
quarterly  account  current  of  the  euelome  by  the  Secretary  of 
the  T^eaeurj  himself. 

Such,  sir,  is  the  expose  by  this  able  and  masterly  and  inde- 
pendent report  of  the  ahihty  and  integrity  with  which  your 
Treasury  Department  has  been  conducu*d,  end  by  which  this 
million  of  public  moncv  has  been  abstracted !  Sir.  thia  report 
must  liave  been  gall  ana  wormwood  u>  Woodbnry.  I  understand 
that  the  manly  clerk  by  whom  it  was  made  is  already  undarthe 
ban  of  his  displeasure.  It  is  a  biting  sarcasm.  It  is  a  sneer 
throughout,  upon  Mr.  Secretary's  unblushiM  effrontery  in  hie 
inquiry  Into  the  causss  of  this  defalcation.  He  knew,  above  all 
men,  how  it  happened.  Sir,  if  ever  a  Whig  President  be  elected, 
and  I  have  a  tiule  of  influence  with  his  council  -,  tliis  man, 
Midion,  shall  be  remembered  by  roe  as  a  firm  and  faithfbl  public 
servant  1  know  him  not,  but  this  repoit  is  a  voucher  to  roe  of 
his  character.  But,  sir,  I  forget !  I  am  doing  a  good  and  true 
man  an  Injury  by  daring  here  aloud  lo  commend  hie  worth.  It 
may  remove  him.  Oh  !  tiie  tyranny  of  proacription !  This  roan 
leu  the  cat  out  of  the  bag— he  tells  you  that  the  meal-tray  was 
left  uncovered— wholly  neglected,  and  the  rats  have  been  per- 
mitted, at  will,  to  go  in  and  come  out  with  full  license  from  the 
Secretarv.  It  shows  that  every  check  Las  been  abandoned  end 
neglected  by  the  Secreury— the  naval  officer— the  Comptroller 
—not  to  say  by  the  First  Auditor.  Sir,  if  party  spirit,  liks  a 
fiend,  did  not  befriend  and  sustain  this  Secretary — pardon  and 
whitewash  his  hideous  deformities  and  delinquencies— Miglrt  all 
moral  sensibility  here  in  this  Hall  and  at  the  White-house,  he 
would  be  removed  from  office  ins'aotly,  or  be  impeaches}.  Go 
where  you  will— trace  him  any  where,  and  you  will  find  him 
dull,  etupid,  incompetent,  neglectful,  faithless,  and  corrupt  I 
mince  no  terms— fear  no  responsibilities.  If  he  had  the  eensi- 
blllUes  of  a  man,  he  would  demand  a  trial.  Give  me  an  honest 
ju^,  and  I  wdl,  upon  these  papers,  convict  him  I 

Sir,  the  report  of  the  First  Uomptroller  confirms  the  report  of 
the  First  Auditor. 

**  In  relation  to  that  portion  of  your  communication  of  the 
.19-h  instant,  lo  which  you  request  the  suggestions  of  this 
office  as  to  the  modifications  and  improvements  that  may  be 
necessary  in  the  present  system  of  adjusting  the  accounts  of 
collectors,  or  as  to  the  further  legUlatlon  requisite  to  prevent 
or  immediately  detect  future  defalcations,  I  beg  leave  to  refer 
you  to  the  joint  report  of  the  Solicitor  of  the  Treasury  and 
myself,  dated  at  New  York,  the  16th  ult.  for  my  views  as  to  the 
principal  defects  of  the  present  system,  and  their  remedies  by 
legislation. 

**  Until  efficient  alterations  however,  shall  be  made  by  law 
in  the  system  of  collecting,  guarding,  and  accounting  for  the 
public  moneys  received  by  collectors  of  the  customs,  the  prin- 
cipal check  on  embezzlement  muet,  In  the  custom -lioue«,  lie 
sought  in  ths  integrity  and  vigilance  of  the  naval  officer.  The 
dutiee  of  thi*  officer  are  highly  repponrible  riuI  impnrtaiit,  and 
cannot  fail,  if  pn«pcrly  performed,  to  aid  maieriallyln  the  pre- 
vention or  deteciion  nt  frauds.  The  law  de.ttfre.'i  iha^  'the 
naval  officer  thai]  receive  copies  of  all  manifests  and  entries, 
and  shall,  together  with  the  collector,  estimate  the  duties  on  all 
goods,  wares,  and  nnerchandise,  subject  to  duty,  (and  no  duties 
sliall  be  r«ceive«l  without  such  estimate,^  and  shall  keep  a 
separate  record  thereof,  and  shall  countersign  all  permits, 
clearances,  certificates,  debentures,  and  other  documents,  to 
be  sranied  by  the  collecioi ;  he  shall  also  examine  tiie  collec- 
tor's abstracts  of  duties  and  other  accounts  of  receipts,  bonds, 
and  expenditures,  and,  if  found  right,  he  shall  certify  the 
same.' " 

"In  the  Treasury  Department,  much,  alfo,  it  la  conceived, 
nilglit  be  done  towards  the  prevention  of  the  recurrence  of 
defalcations  like  that  In  question.  In  the  office  of  the  First 
Auditor,  it  is  untlemtood  that  some  years  since  a  record  was 
kepi  o<  all  duly  bonds  taken,  a  thorough  examination  of  which, 
in  every  rendition  of  the  quarterly  abstract  of  bonds  Ilqiiitlitted 
and  bonds  in  suit,  could  scarcely  fail  to  lead  lo  the  deiecuon  of  ^ 
any  attempt  at  fraud,  in  withholding  the  amount  of  any  one  of 
the  bonds  recorded.  This  branch  of  the  subject,  however,  it 
i«i  presumed,  will  be  more  satisfactorily  discu«tetl  m  the  report 
of  the  First  Auditor,  to  whom  it  more  properly  appertains. 

"  The  abstraction  of  the  amounts  paid  on  bonds  nevei  re 
turned  as  liquidated  forma  aliout  one-half  of  the  entire  deful- 
cation  of  the  late  collector  ai  New  York.  Of  the  other  moiety, 
the  two  principal  items  are  cash  held  on  depcsite  In  meet  no 
ascertained  dutiea,  and  cash  retained  oetensihiy  to  refund  duties 
paid  under  protest 

'*  lu  connexion  with  the  abstraction  of  those  sums,  as  well 
as  of  those  paid  on  bonds,  I  would  ob^ervs  that,  until  a  fevi 
years  past,  the  aecounf  current  received  at  the  office  of  tiie 
Firpt  Auditor,  with  the  qnarteily  accounts  of  collectors,  were 
called  for  and  compared,  in  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  with  a  record  there  kept  and  with  the  several  re- 
turns rendered  to  the  Secretary,  in  conformity  with  the  re- 
quisitions of  his  circular  dated  the  14th  of  October,  1818,  and 
repeated  on  the  14ih  of  November,  1836. 

"  The  list  of  returns  thus  rendered,  embraced  the  following : 
A  weekly  return  of  moneys  received  and  paid ;  a  monthly  re- 
turn of  debentures  paid ;  a  monthly  abstract  of  bonds  put  in 
suit  during  the  month;  a  monthnr  snmmary  statement  of 
doti#9^coUe«tMl;  a  monthly  schMule  of  IioimIi  Uikcp  and 


liquidated  during  the  month;  and  a  quarterly  return  of  tbe 
moneys  leceivedand paid  under  the  adalbr  the  relief  of  sick 
ahd  disabled  seamen. 

"  Those  examinations  and  comparisons  would,  it  is  cocoaived, 
be  greatly  useful,  and  cspscialty  when  it  is  coniMered  thai  the 
retuma  thus  rendered  to  the  Secretary  weekly  and  moothiy 
are  the  only  returns  of  the  kind  received  by  the  Department 
within  or  during  a  current  quarter. 

"Should  It  bd  deemed  proper  to  revive  the  pnctke,H  is 
suggested,  to  obviate  the  inconvenience  and  detoj,  in  the  o0ce 
oftbe  First  Auditor,  attending  the  use,  in  the  office  of  ibe 
Secretary,  of  the  account  current,  that  tlie  eollectata  fnnirii 
thoae  documents  in  duplicate. 

"  1  have  the  honor  to  be,  verv  rospectfallv,  sir,  your  oliediani 
servan^  J.  N.  BASSES. 

"Hon.  Lbvi  Woopbuiit, 

^^  Secretary  of  the  Treamtry." 

Now,  sir,  bo  It  remembered  that  this  Admin vcration  and  the 
preceding  are  both  alike  distlnculshed  for  the  doctrine  that  ibe 
Execative  was  a  unit— "that  it  tbas  the  President  e  duty  to 
tah*,  care  that  the  laws  befaitl^uQy  executed."  Why  has  doc 
Uiia  duty,  so  strenuously  inslsiea  on  vAih  the  view  ofmainiaic- 
ing  Executive  prerocauve,  been  perftmnaJ  In  dkadutrge  of  Ex 
ecntive  obligation  and  respousibif Ity  1 

1  am  now  done  with  the  review  of  these  caee&  And,  kAct 
whai  I  have  laid  before  yoo,  let  me  ask—**  What  ttse  ttould 
there  be  in  humbling  outeelvee  to  become  opiem  and  eemooref 
report  defalcaticne  ard  crimes  to  this  Ksecutive,  ugitha  rieee 
to  a  prompt  removal  fiom  i0ice  7  Why  paoo  law*  fe  enact 
that  the  triplication  of  pubhe  money  by  an  officer  of  Cfortm- 
ment  to  private  uses  shall  be  a  felony  V*  Will  nporu  cr 
statutes  avail  any  thing?  Vain.and  idle!  they  would  the  mote 
cloak  and  conceal  and  protect  these  plunderetsi  The  Prv^]. 
dent,  if  he  w.ll,  may  say,  as  the  Duke  of  Vienoa,  dxsguispd  » 
a  friar  in  bis  own  capital  that  be  might  overlook  the  actioDS  of 
his  people : 

"  My  biislneas  in  thia  State 
Made  me  a  looker  on,  bare,  In  Vieooa : 
Where  I  have  seen  corraption  boil  and  bobble 
Till  ii  o'errun  the  stew.    Laws  for  aUfttuUa, 
But  faults  so  countenanced,  that  the  strong  otatntt* 
Stand,  like  forfeita  Iti  a  barber's  shop. 
As  much  in  mockoM  mark." 

Pass  any  pains  and  ^Mualties,  adopt  any  stystam  of  la« 


■  system,  i 


fb-Treeaoiy^ 


'United  States  liaiik,  pet 
and  let  me  ask  if  either  couldbe  expected  to  work  well  in  'ihe 
hands  of  such  men  who  '<  ooufUemtiwe"  auch  ^'•JauUm  7^  Sv, 
we  are  told  by  that  philoioiriier  in  govenuncot,  W  m.  Psan.  thst 
the  best  system  will  be  as  the  worst  if  badly  ertminisiewd  by 
bad  men;  and  Uhai  the  wont  system  will  oe  ae  the  b-sc  il 
righteously  administered  by  good  men.  Yeei,  air.  a  chacige  ef 
men  Is  what  is  wanted— a  general  tum-oai  of  all  fehfaicas  tras- 
tees  and  servants. 

I  must  bring  my  remarks  to  a  close— I  am  achine  freoi  my 
head  to  my  hi|i» !  But,  sir,  did  I  tell  the  innh  or  a  fclerhood  n 
18361  Uavethe  Executive  Departments  been  cendacfcd  iiiih 
ability  and  Iniecrity  7    Let  every  honest  nran  anr 


defalcations  or  Swartwoul,  Price,  Gratiot,  Backless,  Boyd, 
Hairis.  Linn— the  whole  li«t,  and  tell  me  hosr  tbudx  was  sic4r% 
in  18361  But,  sir,  It  is  all  to  be  thrown  upon  the  poor  banks  f 
How  much  in  default  have  the  banks  been  t— The  Sacraaiy's 
annual  report  says : 

"  First  A  list  of  the  banks  still  indebted  io  the  roitetl  ausm 
for  defaults  previous  to  ihe  cloee  of  1834,  none  of -which  ai« 
believed  to  have  given  originally  any  oollaieral  aefcuitty,  isae- 
nexed,  [M.]    The  whole  amount  now  due,  xTiihoot  < 


intereat,  equals  I,000j676  dollaia ;  and  a  f  roat  pem  of  ihiamatf 
be  regarded  as  a«otal  loas. 

<*  Secondly.  Another  list  of  indebted  banks  is  annexcid,  trasL 
of  which  gave  colUteia]  eecuriiy.  (N.]  Tb«  remahng  dwa 
from  them  u>  die  Treasurer,  on  deihults  accruing  bsfnea  isr>4 
and  Octobinr,  183*.  though  at  first  very  large,  have  been  redaccd 
to  about  2,400,000 ;  and  most,  if  not  all,  of  these  tUbu^  mu\ 
come  oihera,  owing  ta  pubUc  diabuning  officeis  for  moDc;  eo 
deposite,  h  is  confidently  expected  will  in  the  etui  be  y^d.  ' 

'•"  The  first  instalment  due  from  those  which  have  Moce  escrot- 
ed  other  bonds  and  given  new  security,  under  the  act  of  Octefan, 
1837,  has  been  promptiy  met,  and  por.ions  of  the  aecoiid  have 
already  been  advanced  by  eome  oi  them.  Suns  ate  f««3arf 
againat  only  two,  on  account  of  their  liabilitiee." 

According  Ui  this,  nothing  has  been  lost  since  ISM  by  baakA. 
How  much  by  sub-Trsasurers7— 1^0  same  rcpoit  eeys: 

*' Thirdly.  The  eventual  loves  sustainrd  from  receHcssaad 
collecuu*,  wlule  aa  a  part  of  the  bank  de|weite  sy^  em,  thry 
were  collecting  the  public  fumW,  to  be  afterwards  placed  fee 
safs-keeping  in  banks,  were,  at  the  last  sewsiiiti,  iwain  and  at  a 
sum  ranging  frcm  t900,000  to  tl.SOO.OOO. 

'^Collateral  security  had  generally  been  ukeii  of  these  o£rcn; 
but,  in  former  livaa^  it  was  not  always  in  so  larce  amoeaty, 
and  with  so  great  care  as  of  late,  and  conscquemiynBoet  of  ihs 
furrgoing  loanes  happened  many  years  ego. 

**  A  list  of  all  those  officers  who,  on  the  ISth  of  Ociete; 
1837,  the  lime  designated  in  the  resolution  of  the  Heasa  oi 
Representatives,  stood  on  the  books  of  the  Trmsorj  as  kawg 
neglected  to  settle  their  accounts  in  oeason,  may  be  seen,  wM 
the  amount  chaige«l  to  each,  in  the  printed  report  nMda  mx  te 
loth  January  Isst,  (Doc.  No.  111.)  But  several  of  Hwee  ««ie 
not  then  actually  indebted  to  the  Uniied  Stalest,  iKoKf  h,  lavh^ 
nt-glectcd  to  a(\)ust  their  accounts  at  the  TTeaeory  dwy  c^ce 
within  the  exprecs  words  of  the  reeolotion,  and  coMrqeseeIr 
were  included."  n— ^ 

Here,  sir,  you  may  judge  of  the  truth  and  jneiice  of  lUo 
officer's  reports.  He  mports  losses  by  receivers  and  tuTkcsss 
at  from  8900,000  to  81,200,000  only,  when  w«  know  tiM  the 
defalcations  of  Swartwout  alone  exceed  the  largesi  s^ ! 
the  banks  are  to  be  blamed  whether  they  loot  or  ft  ' 
the  public  moneys  or  n^t ;  but  the  otdy  sin  of  sn^tri 
is  in  being  caught !  TT^cy  miry  pick  and  oteul  at 
but  they  are  especially  to  bevare  of  detectiam  f 
mInistrHiion  ssys  ss  to  them  :  ^*  Better  let  ii  be !  . 
even  intimates  that  it  ball  owing  to  ihebeoks!  Scf.dfeahH 
inquiry  is :  wliat  are  lo  be  the  cnnseqneckcce  aad  c0he»  •( 
these  defalcations  1 

I  have  nothing  to  say  now,  as  to  the  public  morals  er  P^k 
credit  They  are  subjecta  above  these  times.  No.  air,  aa^  I 
learn  what  is  to  be  the  effect  Acre— here  only — by  hoswiM  •■ 
the  Administration's  shout  of  these  oM,  worB-owt,  IwjIh 
watchwords,  "Economy  I  Retrenchment  f  R^armf^  Aitf 
the  President  and  Secretary  have  pennftiad  all  ihe  i 
money  to  bastoleo ;  after  they  hav«sam«liited  and' 
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United  States  Bank  ^ Mr.  Rives. 


Senate. 


•  OoremnMnt  and  iM  peopto  to  the  otmoit  OKtravagance ; 
ler  nialns  expenditarw  to  fortr  milUona,  aitd  creaiing 
tocher  public  debt,  they  now,  from  necMrity,  prudently 
commend  to  our  patieoce  and  eelf-denial  a  becoming 
eeenotnjf  /—that  is  the  word. 


I   turn  wiih  the   watchword,  economy  I^eeotumty  /    Ai 
poa  whoi  ia  this  acohomy  to  fall  1    What  objects  are  to 
lada  the  vlctima  of  defalcaiiooe  and  finaodal  bankruptcy  1 


The  fact  m,  they  m«tt  Marve  and  be  dfawiaoad  unlaM  they 
"duce  expemliiurea.  Thejr  turn,  now,  Irom  electknieering 
ith  tlM  public  taooey,  alter  it  is  all  spent,  and  electioneer 

— *  ■     •  ^ •  And 

to  be 

I  bankruptcy ' 

ftn  we  are  fold  by  Mr.  Secretary  that  some  of  the  meet 
Mieaceot  appropriatKms  are  to  be  arrested.  The  States  were 
d  to  expect  that  they  would  receive  tiie  Iburih  instainient  of 
our  distribution  act^an  act,  by  the  bye,  for  which  I  never 
oted,  but  would  now  execute  to  the  letter.  Why  7  Because 
on.  b^  yoar  own  volunury  lefisiatioo,  led  them  lo  expect  the 
iciliuoa  which  the  aa  afforded,  for  the  pioroetioo  of  their 
fmmma  of  internal  improveoieot  and  education,  and  they  have 
een  led  to  legislate  on  the  faith  of  your  action  here.  Now, 
m  are  told,  their  hopes  roust  be  dwappointed,  their  systems  of 
lOfal  and  physical  inipEDveinom  arrested,  and  the  ordinary 
ppropriatlons  here  to  like  objects  roust  be  stopped,  and  why  1 
tecauj*e  the  ofllce'holders  have  squandeied  and*  run  off  with 
lie  pobic  treasures! 

And,  stir,  the  system  of  iighi  hotuta  is  to  be  destroyed,  in 
snforiniiy  with  the  poliq[  aad  interest  of  this  Admioistraiion — 
J  fmt  out  the  Ughfl  The  eyes  of  commerce  are  to  be  put 
•It  or  blinded,  to  support  the  extravafance  and  profligacy  and 
raudi  of  oflice-holders  I  Sir,  during  the  past  disastrous  fall 
eason  on  the  Atlantic  coast,  the  shores  of  ray  district  have  been 
iieraUy  otrewn  with  toreob  from  the  raging  deep.  A  few 
lays  before  1  left  home,  160^000  |tollafs  worth,  aX  least,  of  dry 
)ood8,  wae  floating  on  the  sand  beaches  of  Northampton 
oantr,  Vii^inia,  from  the  wreck  of  a  single  brig.  For  years 
had  been  en  leavoriog  to  have  a  light-house  pot  near  the  very  ' 
ipot  where  this  Tcssel  bilged  upon  the  bar.  A  laigs  cargo 
)l  cotton,  and  several  other  wrecks,  came  ashore,  to  remind 
m  daily  of  the  improvements  necessary  on  our  coast  to  protect 
Ue  and  proparty.  A  star  of  the  ocean  is  needed  on  almost 
^vcnr  premonioi^,  as  much  ss  ths  north  star  in  the  yauk  of 
he  vkj  ;  but  they  are  all  to  be  dimmed,  and  never  lo  give  light 
othe  ara- beaten  mariner,  because  Swartwout  snd  Price  and 
ItaiAOl,  et  id  omnc  gentu^  have  carried  off  the  means  of 
luyjog  the  tamps! 
This  is  not  all.  The  widows  and  orphans  of  your  Kevolu* 
iooarv  heroes  and  patriots  are  to  be  deprived  of  their  bread 
ained  by  patriotic  toll.  All  peneione  are  to  be  stopped  for 
ha  sake  of  pansites  and  public  piundereis.  The  people  are 
o  be  denied  all  ilie  blessings  and  boons  of  their  Government— 
tnd  for  whail  To  panriper  your  Pnetoriao  bands,  your 
agkNiab  with  the  means  of  |ood  living  and  displsy;  to  tempt 
he  Bwiaa  corps  who  long  for  their  portion  of  the  spoils— to 
bmish  your  renegade  democrats  with  millions  to  sport  their 
'latemity  of  dalauliers  in  the  splendor  of  Europe— to  endow 
roar  Boyds  with  principalities  of  the  public  domain  and 
ninia  of  public  money,  to  bribe  and  buy  up  enuugh  of  the 
Beroanary  and  vile  in  the  land,  to  retain  for  you  the  power 
vhich  yoa  have  ignoroiniously  obtained,  and  which  vou  have 
lagrantlT  abused,  and  the  places  which  you  have  faithiessiy 
illed  and  shamefully  dishonored ! 

Thfa  ia  but  an  epitome  of  the  history  of  your  outrages  upon 
lie  merala,  the  law,  and  liberty  of  a  still  clorious  county,' 
wliicb  you  sre  degrading  to  the  bondsge  ora  money  potter, 
irhich  you  profess  to  abhor— a  country  which  yeu  are  ruining 
Uj  an  oAsolwfe  BsecuHve^  which  tou  do  profess  to  worship! 
if  the  Fathers  of  the.  country  suula  now  rive  from  their  tombs 
tml  enter  itiis  their  Temple -''which  should  be  called  of  all 
nations  the  house  of'  Liberty— whet  would  they  say?  What 
was  said  to  the  money-chan^prs  in  the  Temnle  at  Jernsalem— 
'  Bui  ye  have  matu  it  a  den  of  thietee  r'  And,  lir,  wtiat 
think  you  would  your  chief  priests  and  scribes  say,  even,  to 
ibam  7  What  they  have  said  to  me :  "  By  what  authority  doest 
hoa  liieee  tMncsl"  But,  sir,  I  r«nnot  »ay  of  yonr  pries's  and 
jeribee  ae  ia  said  in  Holy  Writ  of  the  Jewish—"  They  foared 
tAe  people  /"  No,  sir,  jour  arrogance  hss  surpaawd  all  fear, 
in  bouiMts  of  caution.  If  the  People  Jo  not  srion  make  you  fear 
tem.  yoa  will  be  past  the  remedy  of  reform  by  tlieir  power. 

Why  not  make  your  economy  fall  updn  the  aatories  of  your 
''Cralned  bemis"— your  ofnce-hnldersl  Go  for  a  reduction  of 
Mdariee ;  in  that  1  will  support  you.  Sir,  the  other  dsy,  when 
ihe  Oiobe  poUlsbed  the  debate  in  the  Senate  upon  economy— 
iconomy  echoed  by  your  party  there— it  contaUied,  in  almost 
oiinediate  juxtaposition,  an  advertisement  of  poor  Grstioi's 
Vimteure.  Here  it  is ;  the  Globe,  you  know,  as  General  Jack* 
na  aaya,  never  lies !    Here  it  is : 

**  JBxtenmive  Sale  of  Rich  and  Paehionable  Fumiturt.— 
^iil  be  eold  pn  Wednesday,  the  26th  dsy  of  December  instant, 
ommencing  at  half  past  10  o'clock  A.  M.  at  the  residence  of 
Seiseres/  Oh-alioi,  P,  near  2lrt  street,  if  fair,  if  not,  the  next  fair 
tnj  theieaifler,  his  eplendid  furniture,  consisting  of  very  su- 
<erior  Saxony  Imperial  Carpets,  elegant  Grecian  Mahoeany 
nmira,  Sk>fa  and  Ottoman,  covered  with  crimtou  eilk  ptuah, 
ar^e  FW-aneh  Mantel^  pUr  Mirrore,  rich  Mantel  Lampa^ 
temtant  Coneol  Table,  with  Egyptian  marbl$  top,  Centra 
^ble  lari.h  murhle  top^  fine-toned  Cnlckeiing  Piano,  Stool  and 
loeic  Stand,  with  various  other  articles  of  Drawing-room 
'nmitare,  very  handeome  Berlin  Iron  Grates.  Also,  very  au 
*rior  iMnS-room  Furniture,  consisting  of  elegant  Dressing 
lureaue,  with  Jlne  Mirrors  and  marble  tops,  Enctosed  W^isb- 
lands,  with  marble  topa,  Mahnnny  Bedstsad^,  fine  Hair 
lattreesee.  Feather  Beds  and  PaUia»«s,  Imperial  three-ply 
TarpeiM,  l^ahogany  Wanlrobes,  Ac.  The  whole  of  the  above 
inmiture  was  made  to  order  fn  the  very  heat  atyle :  a  large 
9Qrt  hum  been  in  uae  but  a  ahort  time,  and  was  made  in  Phila- 
iMphia. 

*•  Alan,  the  very  elegant  Table  furniture,  consisting  of  a  large 
^nner  Ofrrrice  of  Plated  Ware,  two  acta  of  Dinner  Porcelntn, 
one  'very  rich  Deaaert  Service,  Tea  Set  to  match  the  whole, 
imporiettfrom  Parte,  a  white  and  gold  Tea  Set,  one  India 
Ihiiner  Srt,  together  vith  a  ouaintUv  of  rich  Cut  Olaaa, 

*  A  large  assorwnenf  of  Kitchen  F'ori»i'"'«'  9\osea,  Ac.  vfith 
furniture  for  a  rcanta.  ''"  ^ 

'  ,„j  l,iquore,  y[z.  Madeira, 

_  iTfeneh  Bnind/in  bottles, 

5>oice  Whiakey,  "Buavx  f{f  off'  "^  "  ■»— -  ^  "  — ' 
[ohns.  *e.  Ac.  Ac.     ,         ^'/  pf 

.  »  Tanns  of  aula :  Allftutt^  ^  ,  .g,d0r  4pO  caaf,;  a^^Ji^^ 
Vnd  not  axuaiiagm  4  'O/  -u^'JW  ^7»;  orer  0^^^, « 
\Ji/titicXxiMcyia^;apprti:^^^l^^  will 

\  7  ^ 


*  A  amall  «ock  of  choice  J^- 


uariauM  kinda  in  botiles,  ^ei-l^^jf 


be  required.  T.ic  house  will  be  open  for  ihe  examination  uf  { 
the  Furniture,  d:c.  on  Monday,  the  iMih  instant,  Iruni  10 10  2  | 
o'clock-  "  EDWARD  DYEU."       j 

How  many  poor  "  nnwa8h(.d  and  oHCombed"  chililrun  in  your 
district  and  in  mine,  sir,  would  this  costly  fumliure  oi  U  splendid 
defaulter  educate  1  How  many  sons  of  unworthy  sires  would 
it  raise,  el«vaie  in  virtue  above  the  price  of  a  Price  1  Sir,  the 
substance  of  the  people;  their  education i  their  commerce; 
their  systems  of  improvement ;  their  funds  of  honor  and  grati- 
tude, ara  all  to  be  sacrificed  to  the  appetites  of  conupt  partisan 
harpies  1  Such,  sir,  are  the  consequences  of  your  gieat  and 
glorious,  immaculate  "economy,  reirenchmcot,  and  reform 
Admhiistration !" 

Sir,  ^in  piping  times  of  peace,"  the  great  serrice  a  Repn^Ren- 
Ulive  can  render  is  to  save  the  public  money.  1  have  faithfully 
endeavored  to  dischaige  this  duty;  to  save  the  public  money 
from  wicked  rulers,  and  to  preserve  the  parity  and  virtue  of 
both  the  people  and  their  servants  from  the  ifmptations  of  a 
splencUd  Government  and  a  wicked  Administration.  If  I  have 
none  notliing  towards  this  end,  it  is  not  my  fault.  Tlie  task  has 
been  a  bard  one.  I  have  had  to  labor  ai  the  oar  R^ruinsi  wind 
aud  tide— agamst  a  most  powerful  and  popular  President  and 
party— aganist  you,  sir,  your  committeea  and  this  House.  But 
the  blaze  of  glorification  is  rspied.  Thank  Go-1,  ih>-*  iln/aiar 
dawns  from  on  hi^rh.  There  is  now  hope  of  aalvation  ;  an  hour 
of  Ttjtribttdva  justice  b  coming ;  Truth,  though  elow^  is  coming 
gradually  along  with  her  torches !  I  have  been  waiime  for  her 
ong,  but  neyer  without  liope.  I  have  had  to  carry  my  life  iu*elf 
in  my  hand— the  harness  of  deerskin  and  coid  steel  and  iron  has 
often  galled  my  shoulders— an  armed  arser.at  against  the  Kini^'s 
forces— they  are  dangerous  when  there  are  surh  rich  si>oil^ ; 
but  I  have  escaped  unscathed,  thank  God !  though  my  slandereDi 
and  persecutors  and  revilers  would  have  the  world  believe  that 
my  war  upco  corruptioii  has  not  been  btoodUae, 

I  am  not  for  these  aspersions— they  pass  me  as  the  idle  wind. 
Much  leashave  I  regarded  some  good,  honeat  friends  who  have 
assisted  to  "damn  me  with  the  faint  praiae'^^of  doing,  or  tryi  g 
t<i  do,  rome  good—notufithatanding  my  faults  and  indii- 
cretion!  Sir,  what  other  course  could  1  pursue  but  that  of 
fearlesaboldnew— ay.  apparent  recklessness  1  But  this  is  ego- 
tism. I  know  who  will  defend  me— who  do  back  me.  I  hive 
niy  reward— the  only  rewanl  I  ever  looked  for— of  home,  in  the 
actions  of  my  people  Yes,  sir,  my  peoplt !  They  a  re  mine, 
because  I  am  ihcira—'m  devotion,  in  aacrifice,  in  service— in 
good  report,  in  evil  report— theirs  not  politically ^  personaliy 
theirs !  And  all  your  party  and  all  its  power  cannot  separate 
me  from  my  people,  or  shake  me  in  their  confidenca.  I  must 
myself  first  forfeit  it,  iK.fore  I  am  ever  by  them  distru.'^ted,  or 
proscribed.  They  will  p:rdon  my  infirmities,  and  mdulge  my 
weaknesses,  pruvidid  I  remain  true  tti  ihem  and  tlieir  country. 
May  Heaven  reward  ihem  and  4 heir  children's  children  as  thry 
reward  me !  But,  sir,  I  had  rather  have  been  fighting  for  thcin 
in  the  Florida  swamps  with  blade  a;^inst  tomahawk,  than  (o 
have  been  warring  aa  I  have  upon  this  almost  overwhelming 
power  of  corruption  !  Dangers  beset  yon  in  every  path  in  this 
war— dangers  of  life  and  limb,  dangers  to  character,  dangers  in 
fact  to  your  own  virtue.  No  man  can  oppose  himself  to  uni- 
venal  corruption  here,  without  having  all  his  virtues  tempted 
and  tried  as  in  a  fiery  furnace.  My  hope  is  in  the  majority  of 
the  next  House  of  Commons.  The  Em:»ire  State  has  declared 
for  the  Paople  against  the  President. 

That  now  is  the  issue :  ShtiU  the  People  or  the  President 
prevail  1  The  contest  is  no  longer  about  ei^asurea.  The  Sub. 
Treasury  may  be  proved  to  be  tlie  best  system  which  the  wis- 
dom of  man  could  devise  ;  but,  sir,  the  President  and  his  minions 
have  dared  to  force  it  upon  us — havearroganilv  proclaimed  it 
shall  be  the  law,  "notwlilisianding  thi*  Ian  entaiions  here  or 
elsewhere !"  The  meaFurc  has  been  thrice  rejected— it  is  Hgatn 
presented,  and.  if  passed,  will  prove  that  the  President  h  too 
ctnmg  for  the  People.  In  (hw  issue,  1  ran  no  lonecr  dt-botc  its 
policy  or  expediency.  Another  ronside ration  is  pHramouot.  I 
oppose  It  now  because  it  ia  an  ExscuUve  meaaure.  Prove  it 
to  be  the  best,  I  would  have  my  arm  chopped  off,  my  tongue 
pulled  oat,  before  I  will  be  forced  to  vote  f«>r  it  by  the  will  of 
one  man.  I  will  not  have  "  pud.!ing  Itself  stuffed  down  my 
throat!"  There  was  a  majority  vi  fourteen  against  it  last 
winter;  now.  I  f^ar,  a  much  smaller  majority.  Some  have 
gone  over!  No  wotider.  The  President,  notwithstanding  the 
manifestations  of  public  s(>niiment,  has  ail  the  odds  against  the 
People.  He  has  100,000  office-holders  to  do  his  bidding,  t<tationed 
at  every  out-post— soiea  informen*,  throughout  the  country. 
He  has  the  preas.  Ue  has  the  publie  money  wherewith  to  pay 
"  the  bounty,"  unprotcc'ed  bv  law,  in  hands  of  tMirtiaaris,  ]^lH'-ed 
where  he  pleases,  distributed  as  he  pleases.  He  has  the  public 
lands.    This  is  the  great  source  of  patronage  and  power. 

Sir,  how  can  SKatf-rifuhta  men  support  this  mammoth  Exe- 
cutive 1  How  expect  a  largo  portion  of  the  States  to  be  free 
and  independent,  and  to  ptan'd  upon  their  rr»servcd  right*  against 
power  conaoUdated  in  the  handa  of  the  Executive  of  the  Fed- 
eral Government ;  when  every  tuw  State  is  raised,  nurtured 
into  very  being  and  existence  upon  Exeautive  pap  an  1  fuitron- 
agel  Look  at  every  new  Ptate  on  your  frontier,  i.nd  cuunt 
their  Executive  force  in  the  Senate  !  This  is  the  domain  cor- 
ruption which  buys  and  secures  Stafea-^lhe  other  sources  of 
patronage,  (Mcca  and  money,  retain  men.  AT^Manl  iStat-a 
will  render  the  Prc8i!«ntoinnipf>teni!  I  call  on  all  ihcpatiioiic 
of  this  land  to  drop  currency,  banks,  finance — every  minor  ci>n- 
skleration  and  topic— and  to  devote  themselves  wholly  to  the 
great  work  of  resisting  and  reducing  this  Dason  Execu  ive — to 
come  up  to  our  hdp — to  rnme  /toort,  or  we  will  be  powerless  to 
resistl  May  an  overruling  Providence  prevent  the  reUir.tion 
of  our  strength  to  a  weak  minority  bc.'bre  this  verjr  session  ex- 
pires !  The  President  has  but  u  Fhori  lime  to  ^^fafigue  us  into 
compliance ;"  but  if  the  "favorite  mrasun?^  be  pa^ped,  no 
tongue  can  tell  the  horrible  results  to  this  nation.  It  will  Finely 
re-elect  him  to  a  aecond  term;  and  who  will aucceed him?  Thst 
is  the  last  great  question.  Lee  me  tell  cptuiin  gentlemen  of  the 
South  paricularly,  no  mn'ter  what  may«be  thtir  hopes  and 
their  calculations  for  their  man,  there  is  one  whom  I  cannot 
call  a  man,  who  is  as  sure  of  the  Succession  as  he  surely  de- 
serves nothiiig  but  ignominy  and  disgraca— that  mons'.ir  ia 
Thomaa  H.  Benton  I 

The  Smakxr.    Not  hi  order. 

Mr.  Wisx.  "  The  man"  01  Missouri,  then  .  and  who  can  bear 
the  thought  7  1  hold  the  horrible  result  up  to  ihe  Ameiican 
People  a*  the  last,  wiHst  re«'ult— the  climax  of  horror— of  the 
prasant corrupt  dynasty!  When  ihiit  happen.^,  1  ^\\\  follow 
the  examples  of  Swartwout  and  Price,  ana  take  paaaage  for 
EnghUfid! 


SPEECH  OP  MR.  RIVES,  (or  Vjroinja,) 
fii  the  Sana'e,  December  2),  1838.— On  bis  resolu- 
tions calling  upon  ihe  Treasury  Departmcnl  ftr 
in  formation  respeciing  its  fi.^cal  arrangements 
with  the  Bank  of  the  Uaited  States. 
The  following  resuiuiioos,  offered  by  Mr.  Riyks 
yesterday,  being  taken  up  for  consideration :    • 

Resolved^  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
communicate  to  the  Senate,  at  as  early  a  day  as 
pr<\ciicablr,  the  inl'oriHalioD  called  for  under  the 
following  heads  of  inquiry  : 

1.  The  period  at  whicb  the  third  bond  of  the 
Bank  of  the  United  S'ates,  sold  to  that  institution, 
amounting  to  fi,254fil\  38,  was  placed  to  ibe 
credit  of  the  Trea.su ler  on  the  books  of  the  bank ; 
the  terms  on  which  it  was  negotiated ;  the  person 
acting  on  behalf  of  the  bank,  with  whom  the  ne- 
gotiation was  made  ;  the  particulars  of  any  under- 
standing or  agreement  that  the  proceeds  of  the 
same  should  be  left  on  dcposite  with  the  5aid  bank 
nniil  wanted  in  the  ordinary  disbursements  of  the 
Government;  and  what  unrfersianding  or  arrange- 
ment, if  any,  has  taken  place  respecting  the  benefit 
which  might  accrue  to  ihe  bank  in  the  tiansfer  of 
money  i(  should  make  to  distant  places  on  account 
of  the  Government. 

2.  The  period  when  the  sum  of  $1,600,000,  In 
part  payment  of  the  second  bond  of  the  i(ank  01' 
Ihe  United  Siaies,  was  placed  to  the  credit  of  ihe 
Treasurer  by  that  bank ;  and  the  waiure  of  the 
agreement  or  under.> landing  had  in  reference  to  the 
pay  merit  of  a  part  of  sat  J  boad  before,  and  of 
another  part  after,  it  btcame  due. 

3.  Whether  any  sum  i^r  sums  of  the  public 
money  have  been  deposiied  in  the  Bank  of  the 
United  Sales  other  ili;in  those  derived  from  ihe 
payment  or  sale  of  its  b'»ncls;  if  so,  th«  amuMut 
aud  date  of  cAch  deposiie,  and  by  whom  and  by 
whose  authority  and  direction  ihi-y  were  made. 

4.  The  aggregate  balance  standing  weekly  to  the 
crfcit  of  the  Treasurer  m  the  Bar.k  of  the  Uiiiied 
S'aic.«,  its  branches  (T  agencies,  whether  bubjeci  to 
diar't  c:r  not;  as  well  as  iho  weekly  aggiegaie 
balance  in  the  Treasury  (rom  the  time  the  gist 
deposiie  was  made  in  the  said  bank  of  monejs 
ariiiing  from  the  payment  or  sale  o(  its  bonds  up 
to  ih-  present  period.  " 

A  li»t  of  all  the  branches  or  agencies  j(  the  said 
Bank  of  ihe  United  States  oft  which  ihe  Treasury 
Depart  m'^nt  haii  drawn  drAfi*<  j  the  amount  i^f  puijlic 
moneys  dirccied  lo  be  placed  at  each,  and  of  ihe 
draft.'*  severally  drawn  on  them,  and  the  ratt.s  of 
exchange  beivicen  Phiiudciphia  and  each  of  the 
places  to  which  sums  were  ordered  to  be  trans.ferrrd. 

6.  The  nm.»unt,  so  far  as  11  can  be  convenicnily 
a.sccrtained,  that  has  been  drawn  from  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States,  its  branches  or  agencies,  in  not  s 
of  .»«ald  bank,  for  paying  Indian  annuities,  vi  oihtr 
claims  of  the  Indians  on  the  Governmenr,  or  Ur 
defraying  the  expenses  attending  the  removal  il 
the  Indians:  and  ia  general  the  nature  ol'  the 
'*  arrangements,"  if  any,  *'  made  for  the  tnore 
dtsiant  public  di^burseinents  in  the  notes  of  the 
bank,"  lofTCther  with  all  the  corre."?pondence,  agree- 
men's,  and  instructions,  given  or  tniered  into,  i^oii- 
nec.'cd  with  any  or  »11  the  headi  tif  inquiry  al>o\e 
stated. 

^Iso,  Resoloedf  That  he  communicate  the  na  are 
of  the  prjan;:eriienis  rnade  with  him  by  thiK*e  banks 
in  which,  Rcrnrdir)g  lo  h»*<  rep:>rt  of  the  3d  instant, 
pt.iluins  (f  il.o  pubic  money  have  bcco  "placed 
U)  the  ( r.'Jii  of  the  Trl•A^urer  on  special  deposites," 
il:e  Kinds  of  u.cnev  in  which  t lie  said  **  speciAl 
liepi'-si'e^"  were  made,  whether  the  ^au:^  \rcre 
tniircil  on  Ihe  bo  w<  of  the  bank,  wheiher  the 
ii'.en'ical  moneys  dcpossied  have  continued  lo  le 
held  bv  Ihe  bat.'ks,  whciSer  ilie  drafts  of  rhe  Trea- 
bUJ)  Dt-parlment  thai  have  been  drawn  o.i  l.io.^e 
dtpc^iiws  have  been  pail  in  the  specific  moneys 
depoM'ed,  and  whi-ih  1  ihe  balances  rciiS.t'iiiujs  are 
pail  and  parcel  of  liie  vtry  njoncys  originally 
depo-^ited. 

Mr.  RIVES  TO  e  am!  said  ;  The  resolu:ions  just 
read,  Mr.  President,  carry,  in  a  g:reat  measure,  their 
purptioc  and  inieniion  on  their  face.  Bull  it  may 
be  expected  of  me  to  sta'e  somewhat  more  in  de- 
lail  the  particular  views  wiih  which  they  are 
offered,  and  the  scope  of  the  information  they  are. 
designed  to  elicit.    The  first  rcaolaiioo^  it  will  be 
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perceived,  relates  lo  the  negotiatioos  and  traasac- 
liona  whioh  have  recently  taken  place  between  the 
Treasury  Depart ment  and  the  Bank  of  ihe  tJoiied 
States,  and  is  intended  lo  ascertain  the  precise  re- 
lation which  at  present  ezisis  between  the  Govern- 
ment and  that  institution.  For  several  months  past, 
ramors  of  an  extraordinary  character  have  prevail- 
ed, that,  notwithstanding  the  convnlsioos  throogh 
which  the  conntry  had  passed,  to  pot  an  end  to  the 
fiscal  connexion  formerly  existing  between  this 
institation  and  the  Qovemment,  the  Treasury 
Department  had  recently  entered  into  arrangements 
with  it,  which,  to  a  great  extent,  renewed  that  con- 
nexion. Rumors  of  this  sort  could  not  fail  to 
awaken  a  high  degree  of  anxiety,  as  well  as  sur- 
prise, in  the  public  mind.  When  the  **seven  years* 
war*'  which  had  been  prosecuted  by  the  party  in 
power  to  put  down,  and  keep  down,  this  institution, 
was  recollected ;  when  the  constant  and  load  de- 
nunciations directed  against  it  by  the  Administra- 
tion, and  its  friends  were  still  ringing  in  the  ears 
of  the  people,  they  were  slow  to  believe  that  so 
sudden  and  extraoidinary  a  change  of  position 
could  have  taken  place  on  the  part  of  the  Govern- 
ment. 

It  was  true  that  the  Bank  of  the  United  States 
now  held  i  s  charter  under  the  authority  of  the 
State  of  Pennsylvania,  and  not  of  the  United  States. 
But  this*  circumstance,  according  to  the  declared 
opinions  of  the  Administration  and  all  its  present 
prominent  supporters,  had  not  changed  the  essential 
character  of  the  institution,  or  lessened  its  dangers 
to  the  country.  The  head  of  the  Administration 
himself  took  an  early  occasion,  after  the  recharter 
of  the  bank  by  the  Slate  of  Pennsylvania,  in  a 
letter  addressed  to  an  assemblage  of  his  fellow- 
citizens,  called  together  to  celebrate  **  the  emanci- 
pation of  the  country  from  the  thraldom  of  the 
baiik,**  to  declare  that  this  insliintion,  under  its 
Slate  charier,  '*  was  ^till  the  same  power,  fighting 
under  the  same  panoply,  and  only  varying  the 
manner  of  its  approach.**  The  Senator  from 
Pennsylvania,  (Mr.  Buchanan,)  I  need  not  say, 
one  of  the  most  distinguished  champions  of  the 
Administration,  bad  a*so  addressed  a  letter  to  his 
fellow-citizens,  in  which  he  eloquently  and  forcibly 
denounced  **  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  as  re- 
chartered  by  his  own  State.**  He  pronounced  it 
to  be  "  the  very  same  jp:ionopo1y  which  had  hereto- 
fore convulsed  the  country,  with  the  same  capital 
of  135,000,000,  owned  by  the  same  stockholders, 
(except  the  United  States,)  and  guided  by  the  same 
controlling  will" — "the  same  monster  bank,  re- 
called into  existence  by  the  Legislature  of  Penn- 
sylvania, but  with  powers  and  privileges  greater 
and  mure  dangerous  than  those  which  had  been 
conferred  on  it  by  Congress.**  The  Senator  from 
South  Carolina,  (Mr.  Calhoun,)  now  a  leading 
supporter  of  the  financial  policy,  at  least,  of  the 
Administration,  had  also  signalized  his  zeal  in  the 
same  csnse.  We  all  recollect  the  alarm  he  mani- 
fested both  during  the  extra  session  and  the  late 
annual  session  of  Congress,  lest  this  dreaded  insti- 
tution should  re  pos.«:ess  itself  of  the  Government 
deposites ;  and  that  he  declared  he  should  consider 
such  an  event  as  one  of  the  deepest  disgraces,  as 
Well  as  direst  calamities,  which  could  fall  upon 
the  country.  It  was  but  the  other  day  we  .saw  a 
pnblifrhtd  letter  of  the  Senator  from  Missouri, 
(Mr.  Benton,)  in  which,  spiakin;;  of  the  pre- 
sent Bank  ol  ihe  United  States,  he  declares,  in  his 
emphatic  phraseology,  '*we  know  it  is  more  wicked, 
and  we  have  the  authority  of  its  president  thai  it  is 
more  powerful  than  ever.'* 

With  these  accumulated  maledictions  of  the  Ad- 
ministration and  all  its  leading  supporters  on  the 
present  as  well  as  former  Bank  of  the  United  Stales, 
after  the  solemn  and  constantly  repeated  declara- 
tions of  uncompromising  hostility  to  it,  it  was  hard 
to  believe,  without  ih<.  most  unequivocal  proofs, 
fiat  the  Administration  could, have  entered  in  o 
any  connexion  with  »o  denounced  and  dreaded  an 
institution.  Not  withstand  ing,  therefore,  the  de- 
velopments which,  from  time  to  time,  gave  an  in- 
creasing probability  to  the  rumors  of  this  connexion, 
the  public  mind  was  still  incredulous,  and  awaited 
with  anxiety  the  further  di:«clo»ure  of  facts.  In 
this  state  of  things,  Congress  assembled,  and  every 
body  looked  with  confidence  to  the  annual  report 


of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  clear  up  all 
mystery  on  a  subject  whicli  had  attracted  so  much 
of  the  public  attention,  and  which  deeply  concerned 
the  character  af  the  Government  as  well  at  the 
interests  of  the  people.  But,  instead  of  information, 
there  seemed  to  be  a  stodied  reserve  and  ambiguity, 
and  almost  total  silence  in  the  Secretary*^  import  on 
the  whole  subject.  Although  he  had  been  charged 
by  an  act  of  Congress  with  a  special  trast,  to  sell 
the  bonds  of  the  bank  held  by  the  United  Slates, 
and  nothing  seemed,  therefore,  both  more  natural 
and  proper  than  that  he  should  render  to  Congress 
an  explicit  aocoant  of  the  manner  in  which  he  had 
executed  that  trust,  yet '  all  that  be  says  of  the 
slightest  importance  on  thatsubj««t  iacompreheBded 
in  this  single  oracular  line :  '*  The  sale  of  one  of 
tha  bonds  becoming  expedient,  it  waseffectf^d  within 
the  limitations  prescribed.'*  Of  the  specific  terms 
of  the  sale,  to  whom  sold,  the  mode  of  payment, 
and  other  partienlarB  of  the  transaction,  he  is  alto- 
gether silent.  It  had  been  staled,  and  gentrallv 
believed,  that  the  bond  had  been  sold  to  the  bank 
itself.  But  there  is  nothing  in  the  report  which 
gives  the  slightest  intimation  of  who  the  purchaser 
was.  Then,  as  to  the  proceeds  of  the  bond,  what 
was  done  with  them,  where  deposited,  bow  applied, 
there  is  the  like  mysterious  reserve  and  ambigaity. 
There  is  nothing  in  ihe  reportof  the  Secretary  even 
to  assist  conjecture  on  this  point,  but  a  small  docu- 
ment subjoined  to  his  report,  which  he  calls  "  a  list 
of  banks  in  which  specie  deposites  have  been  made 
to  the  credit  of  the  Treaaarer  of  the  United  States, 
derived  only  from  debts  doe  from  banks,  and  the 
amount  in  each  subject  to  draft  on  the  1st  of  De- 
cember, 1838.*'  This  list  comprehends  but  two 
banks— «<  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  of  Penn- 
sylvania, in  which  the  amount  is  f  1,738,488,** 
(one  million  seven  hundred  and  thirty-eight  thou- 
sand four  hundred  and  eighty-eight  dollars,)  and 
the  "Bank  of  Virginia,  Richmond,  with^lhe  pittance 
of  f32,146,*'  (thirty-two  thousand  one  hundred  and 
forty-six  dollars.)  Now,  whether  these  deposites  in 
the  Bank  of  the  United  Slates  are  the  proceeds  of 
the  sale  of  its  bond,  or  of  whatever  other  funds 
they  may  consist,  we  are  Xttt  wholly  in  the  dark. 
We  are  told,  with  a  vague  generality,  that  they  **  are 
derived  from  debu  due  from  banks;**  but  from  what 
banks,  from  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  its«lf,  or 
from  some  other  banks,  or  part  from  one  and  part 
from  another,  we  are  left  without  any  means  to 
solve  the  enigma.  Prom  this  singular  and  ambig- 
uous phraseology,  it  would  seem  as  if  the  Secretary 
were  desirous  to  cover  qp,  by  the  obscurity  of  his 
language,  all  traces  of  his  nccotiations  with  the 
monster  bank,  as  the  honorable  Senator  from 
Pennsylvania  (Mr.  Bi^cranan)  graphically  de- 
scribes it. 

But,  in  the  midst  of  the  darkness  in  which  the 
Secretary *s  report  had  enveloped  the  subject,  a  broad 
and  strong  light  breaks  in  upon  ns,  all  at  once,  from 
another  quarter  of  the  horizon  Within  the  last 
two  days  we  have  an  account  of  these  negotiations 
and  arrangements  from  the  other  high  contracting 
party— the  President  of  the  Bank  himself.  He 
shows  nothing  of  the  coy  reserve  and  diplomatic 
vagueness  of  the  Secretary ;  apparently  conscious 
that«  if  there  had  been  any  loss  of  dignity,  or  of  ad- 
vantage, or  of  consistency,  in  the  negotiations  with 
his  ancient  adversary,  it  was,  at  least,  not  on  his 
side ;  every  thing  in  his  statement  is  direct,  explicit, 
positive,  and  unequivocal.  He  announces  to  tha 
country,  through  his  letter  to  Mr.  Adams,  that  his 
difl>renres  with  his  old  antagonist  are  settled;  that 
he  **  has  no  lonirer  controversies  with  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  Union  ;**  that  **  arrangements  had 
been  made**  (he  courteously  adds  '*  as  honorable 
to  the  Executive  officers  as  beneficial  to  the  public 
.<;<>rvice  **)  '*  which  bad  brought  the  Gkivemment 
into  efficient  eo-operation  with  the  bank  for  the  re- 
establishment  of  the  carrency  ;**  yes,  sir,  had  brought 
(mark  the  phrasO  ibe  Government  into  efficient 
co-operation  with  the  bank ;  that  **  in  the  month 
of  July  the  Government  had  agreed  to  receive  an 
anticipated  payment  of  the  bonds  of  the  bank,  to 
the  amount  of  between  four  and  five  millions  of 
dollars,  in  a  credit  to  the  Treasurer  on  the  books  of 
the  bank  ;**  and  also,  that  **  arrangements  were 
made  for  the  more  distant  pablic  disbarKments  in 
the  notes  of  the  bank.**  Under  these  ctreamstancesi 


the  bank  is  willing  to  disarm ;  it  proclaiais  a  ofr- 
satioa  of  hostilities ;  '*  it  abdicates  its  involontarr 
power,**  and  •*  desires  only  repose.**  It  may  well, 
indeed,  retire  from  the  field  of  controversy,  under 
snch  circamsiances,  to  **  repone**  on  the  lanvris  of 
its  victory. 

Now,  Mr.  PiYsident,  Mi  letter  is  the  first  official 
information  we  have  had  of  who  ihe  parchaaer  of 
the  bank*s  bonds  was.  It  shows,  as  had  been 
generally  believed  before,  that  they  were  sdd  to 
the  bank  itself— a  fact  which,  ftona  some  cause  or 
other,  the  Secretary  seemed  sedulously  to  withhold. 
It  shows  also  to  what  manner  the  bank  was  to  pay 
the  purchase  money  of  the  bonds,  whtsh  the  law 
required  should  be  sold  for  "  money  in  band.**  The 
Government,  says  Mr.  Biddle,  agreed  to  receive 
payment  *'  in  a  credit  to  the  Treasurer  on  the  books 
of  the  bank.*  But  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
speaking  of  the  Government  funds  in  the  bank, 
describes  them  (as  we  have  already  seen)  as  spe- 
cial deposites.  Presaming  that  thi  public  funds  in 
the  bank  are,  for  the  most  part,  at  least,  the  pro- 
ceeds of  the  sale  of  its  bonds,  it  will  be  for  the  Sec- 
retary to  show  what  sort  ot  a  special  depo&ite  caa 
be  made  of  a  naked  credit  on  the  books  of  a  bank. 
This,  it  aeems  to  me,  would  be  a  sort  of  Issws  wfllinw 
in  banking  accounts.  The  president  uf  the  bank 
also  says  that  the  Gtovemmeat  had  agreed  to  receive 
an  anticipated  payment  of  its  bonds  tu  the  amooat 
of  between  four  and  five  millions  of  dollars.  Tne 
only  anticipated  payments  shown  by  the  Secretary, 
in  his  statement  of  the  Treasury  receipts  for  the 
year,  are  one  of  $3,954,871,  being  the  proceeds  of 
the  third  bond,  and  another  of  f  1,600,000.  part  of 
the  second  bond,  being  an  aggregate  of  $3,654,871— 
three  million  eight  hundred  and  fifty-loar  thoosaad 
eight  hundred* and  seventy-one  dollars  only.  The 
president  of  the  bank  finally  informs  us  that  **  ar- 
rangements were  made  for  the  more  distant  pnMc 
disbursements  in  the  notes  of  the  baok.  The  Sec- 
retary is  wholly  silent  as  to  any  such  arranaemfats. 
He  will,  doubtless,  be  glad  oi  the  opportQoiiy  I  pro- 
pose to  afford  him  of  explaining  these  discrepancies 
and  omissions,  and  of  showing  on  which  side  the 
error  or  fault  lies. 

At  all  events,  these  transactions  shoold  be  tho- 
roughly and  distinctly  understood  bj  the  eonnliy. 
The  character  of  the  (Government  and  the  poblc 
interests  demand  it.  Was  the  sale  of  the  baak*i 
bonds,  as  their  conversion  into  credits  oo  the  books 
of  the  bank  has  been  called,  a  simple  and  naked 
transaction  of  sale,  or  was  it  not  connected  with 
stipulations  and  conditions  that  the  bank  should 
have  the  deposite  of  the  public  moneys  aocraiag 
from  them,  till  (hey  were  wanted  for  actoal  expen- 
diture ;  that  it  shottkl  enjoy  also  the  benefit  arisiaf 
from  the  unequal  rates  of  exchange,  in  transfernag 
them  to  the  points  where  they  would^  be  required 
for  disbunement ;  and  that  the  cirealation  of  the 
bank  shoold  be  aided  and  extended  bj  ihe  Ghsvera- 
ment  by  its  making  nst  of  the  notes  of  the  bnnk  is 
its  more  distant  disbursements?  Has  the  tank 
been  made  depository  and  fiical  agent  of  the  Gvv- 
ernmeni  for  the  sums  arising  from  the  sale  of  its 
bonds  only,  or  for  other  sams  also  transferred  to  it 
from  other  sources  f  AU  these  are  qaestioas  to 
which  the  public  attention  is  keenly  awakened,  and 
it  will  be  satisfied  with  nothing  short  of  a  thomn^ 
elucidation  of  them.  If  the  hostilities  so  long  ex* 
isting  between  the  Government  and  the  bank  have 
all  of  a  sudden  ceasetl,  and  their  oontroversies  beea 
happily  adjusted,  as  the  president  of  the  bank  in- 
forms us,  the  country  is  interested  in  knowing  on 
what  terms,  and  by  what  means,  the  adjastmeni  has 
taken  place.  Is  the  cessation  of  hosiUiiies  aa  ai- 
misiice  only,  or  a  final  pacification  1  Is  it  a  (leaty 
of  peace,  or  of  both  amity  and  peace?  Is  it  aa  al- 
liance, or  a  convention  of  subsidies  1  If  an  ailaace^ 
is  it  offensive  and  defensive,  or  defensive  oolj  1  If 
a  convention  of  subsidies,  which  paity  pays  the 
subsidies,  and  which  furnishes  the  eoatuigent  of 
auxiliary  troops?  If,  finally,  the  bank  *'abdicaies 
its  involuntary  power,**  is  it  a  total  aad  complex 
renunciation  of  its  claims  to  empire ;  or  does  it  ab- 
dicate the  throne  only  that  it  may  be  **  the  power 
behind  the  throne,  greater  than  ttie  thraoe  ittrifn 

These  questions  acquire  a  still  graTer  chuaonr 
and  deeper  interest  frem  the  aignJlkmi  ■pffnfciiimw 
iadttlgea  on  the  appearance  cf  Mr.  BiddMlcwr 
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t»3r~ccrtain  leading  jourDals  known  to  be  friendly  to 
tlie  bank,  and  soppoied  to  be,  more  or  less,  conver- 
sant with  its  Tiaws.    One  ol'  them,  commeniiog  on 
Ciie  letter  of  the  president  of  the  bank,  Asys,  "  the 
bank  wilJ,  no  doubt,  in  the  coarse  of  a  short  time, 
l>y  an  insensible  process,  become  the  fiscal  agent  of 
a  lie  Gk>vemment."    Another,  with  reference  to  the 
same  letter,  says,  <*it  will  be  a  carioas  and  not  im- 
probable spectacle  if  we  see,  through  the  instrn  men- 
tality of  concozring  circumstances,  a  national  bank 
me-establisfaed  without  the  action  of  Congress,"  &c. 
A.  national  bank  re-efttablished  without  the  action 
of  Ck>ngress!    What  easier  or  simpler  than  to  do 
i  t,  by  the  "  insensible  process*'  already  commenced  1 
Xjet  the  Executive,  at  its  own   will  and  pleasure, 
mdopt  the  PenosyWania  Bank  of  the  United  States 
as  the  fiscal  agent  and  depository  oi  the  Qovem- 
anent — let  it  join  the  weight  of  the  public  revenues 
to  the  already  enormous  capital  of  that  institution^ 
let  it  superadd  the  credit  arising  from  a  conneiion 
iwith  the  (Government  to  the  extensive  and  pervading 
operations  in  which  the  bank  is  engaged  throughout 
the  Union,  and  have  you  not  a  national  bank  re- 
established to  all  intents  and  purposes — ^re-estab- 
lisbed  without  the  concurrencs  of  Congress,  and  in 
despite  of  its  authority  7  and  would  it  not  be  a  na- 
tional bank  of  the  most  dangerous  and  worst  pos- 
sible kind  ?    Created  by  the  fiat  of  the  Executive 
alone — allied  with  the  Executive  and  dependent  on 
the  Executive — without  any  of  those  guards  and 
securities  against  abuse  which  the  legislative  au- 
thority would  provide— no  committee  ef  Congress 
to  examine  and  report  on  its  condition  and  proceed- 
ings— "  the  secrets  of  its  prison-house"  open  to  no 
eye  but  its  own,  and  its  relations  with  its  political 
]>atron  and  ally  screened  from  all  knowledge  but 
ihat  of  the  high  contracting  parties  themselves. 
The  imagination  of  man  cannot  conceive  a  more 
perfect  and  fearful  personification  of  that  **  concen- 
trated moneyed  power"  which  the  President  speaks 
of  in  his  Message,  not   "  tempted"  merely,  buJ 
compelled,  by  the  law  of  its  being,  **to  become  an 
active  agent  in  political  atTairs."    Obilaimx^^ 
is  the  admonition  of  wisdom  in  all  human  concerns ; 
and  now  that  the    "  insensible  process"  is  just 
begun,  which,  if  not  arrested,  may  terminate  in  a 
connexion  so  dangerous  and  faul  between  this 
powerful   institution  and  the  Executive,  I  come 
forward,  and  as  was  done    on  the  occasion  of 
another  memorable  coalition  in  another  country,  in 
the  name  of  my  country,  I  forbid  the  bans. 

But  I  have  still  another  and  more  extensive 
object,  Mr.  President,  in  moving  the  resolutions  on 
yonr  table.  I  desire  to  show,  by  the  acts  of  the 
Adroinisf ration,  that,  whatever  dissertations  and 
homilies  the  Executive  officers  may  favor  us  wiih 
on  the  sub-Treasury  system,  and  in  favor  of  a  di- 
vorce from  banks,  they  have,  by  their  practice, 
borne  the  highest  of  all  testimony  to  the  (superior 
safety,  convenience,  and  other  advantages  of  banks 
as  depositories  and  fiscal  agents  of  the  Government. 
Since  the  suspension  of  specie  payments  by  the 
banks,  according  to  the  construction  put  upon  the 
deposite  act  of  June,  1836,  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
"Treasury,  and  cnncurred  in  by  the  Committee  on 
Finance  of  this  body,  there  are  hardly  any  banks 
"which  are  competent  to  be  employed  as  depositories 
under  the  provisions  of  that  act.  By  that  law,  It 
is  said,  no  bank  can  be  legally  employed  as  a  de- 
pository of  the  public  moneys,  in  the  manner,  and 
on  the  terms  contemplated  by  it,  which  may  have 
at  any  time  since  1st  July,  1836,  issued  notes  of  a 
less  denomination  than  five  dollars.  This  being 
the  case  with  nearly  all  the  banks,  the  consequence 
has  been  that  the  Treasury  Department  has  been 
left  almost  entirely  to  its  own  discretion  as  to  the 
manner  of  keeping  the  public  money ;  and,  in  the 
exercise  of  this  discretion,  it  has  continued,  for  the 
roost  part,  still  to  employ  banks  as  deposiiortes, 
styling  them,  however,  special  instead  of  general 
depositories,  as  they  would  be  under  the  act  of 
June,  1836.  U  appears  from  the  annual  report  of 
the  Secretary,  now   before  me,  that  there  are  at 

? resent  sixteen  bnnks  (mdading  the  Bank  of  the 
Inited  8tztes)'80  e^^^i^yed,  at  the  discretion  of  the 
Department,  over  ^r.  ^^ove  the  foar  which  still 
remain  general  de^J^y.^fies,  under  ibc  provisions 
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the  Secretary  as  placed  there  on  special  deposite ; 
but  I  apprehend  these  special  deposites  vary,  in  no 
essential  respect,  from  the  general  deposites  made 
in  banks  under  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  1836. 
[  have,  therefore,  added  to  the  resolution  respecting 
the  transactions  with  the  Bank  of  the  United  States, 
another  calling  upon  the  Secretary  for  precise 
information  as  to  the  nature  of  his  arrangements 
with  the  whole  of  the  sixteen  banks  in  which  public 
moneys  have  been  placed  on  special  deposiie,  re- 
quiring him  to  state  in  what  kinds  of  money  these 
special  deposites  have  been  made ;  whether  they 
have  been  held  in  the  identical  moneys  originally 
deposited,  and  whether  the  drafts  drawn  upon  these 
depo5iies  have  been  paid  out  of,  and  the  balances 
remaining  exist  in,  the  very  moneys  originally  de- 
posited, and  none  o:her.  The  answer  to  these 
queries  will  serve  to  test  the  true  character  of  the 
Secretary's  special  deposites,  and,  unless  I  am 
greatly  deceived,  will  prove  them  to  be  nothing 
but  a  delusive  pjay  upon  words. 

Tn  reviewing  the  list  of  the  diflTerent  public  de- 
positories, contained  in  the  annual  report  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury,,  this  singular  and  striking 
state  of  things  appears  :  that  while  the  sub-Trea- 
sury system  is  still  urged  upon  us,  and  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  has,  in  the  existing  condition  of 
things,  full  discretion  to  direct  the  keeping  of  the 
public  moneys  as  he  thinks  best,  of  an.aggrfgate  of 
public  moneys  in  the  possession  of  all  the  dififerent 
depositories,  amounting  to  $4,599,300,  the  sum  of 
12,879,665  is  deposited  in  banks,  #1,320,827  in  the 
four  mints,  and  (398,818  only  at  present  in  the 
hands  of  collectors  aiid  receivers.  Could  there  be 
a  stronger  trstimony 'than  this  involuntary  tribute 
on  the  part  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  the 
superior  safety  and  convenience  of  bankx  as  public 
depositories  1  Of  the  sum  of  |(2,879,665  deposited 
in  banks,  $295,114  only  is  deposited  in  banks  em- 
ployed under  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  1836.  The 
balance,  to  wit,  $2,584,451,  is  deposited  in  banks 
employed  at  the  discretion  of  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment, and,  of  that,  $1,738,488  in  the  Bank  of  the 
United  Slates  alone. 

The  practice  of  the  Executive,  then,  even  while 
professing  to  have  adopted  the  sub-Treasury  system, 
affords  the  most  implicit  recognition  of  the  superior 
value  and'advantages  of  banks  as  depositories  and 
fiscal  agents.  They  deprecate,  ii  is  true,  a  connex- 
ion with  banks ;  but  it  is  a  legal  connexion,  sanc- 
tioned and  regulated  by  law,  it  seems,  which  they 
deprecate,  not  one  depending  on  Executive  discre- 
tion. Not  only  the  practice  of  the  Adrolnisiration, 
but  the  express  language  both  of  the  President  and 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  recognises  the  high,  and, 
in  the  present  condition  of  the  commercial  world,  I 
might  add,  almost  indispensable  utility  of  bank 
agency  in  the  fiscal  operations  of  the  Oovemment ; 
but  they  are  for  leaving  the  employment  of  banks 
to  the  will  and  discretion  of  the  administrators  of 
the  Government.  The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
while  reasoning  in  favor  of  his  sub-Treasury 
scheme,  says  :  *'  An  appropriate  and  occasional  use 
wouFd  blill  be  made  of  the  banks  by  the  Treasury, 
as  is  done  by  othjers,  whenever  convenience  should 
require  it.  But  neither  party  would  be  forced  into 
a  species  of  vassalage — a  constant,  necessary,  and 
dependent  connexion,'*  dbc.  The  President,  in  his 
message,  taking  up  the  same  idea,  says :  "  Banks, 
like  other  State  establishments,  may  be  used  or  not, 
in  conducting  the  afiairs  of  the  Government,  as 
public  policy  and  the  general  interests  of  the  Union 
may  seem  to  require.  The  only  safe  or  proper 
principle  upon  which  their  intercourse  with  the 
Government  can  be  regulated  is  that  which  regu- 
lates their  intercourse  with  the  private  citizen — the 
conferring  of  mutual  benefits.  When  the  Govern- 
ment can  accomplish  a  financial  operation  better 
with  the  aid  of  banks  than  without,  it  should  be  at 
liberty  to  seek  that  aid  as  it  wonld  the  services  of  a 
private  banker,  or  other  capitalists  or  agents,  giving 
the  preference  to  those  who  will  serve  it  on  the  best 
terms.*'  It  seems,  then,  that  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  and  the  President  are  by  no  means  against 
the  employment  of  banks,  but  they  are  against  tying 
up  the  hands  of  Executive  discretion  in  their  em- 
ployment. "An  appropriate  and  occasionaJ  use 
may  be  made  of  them  by  the  Treasury,"  says  the 


Secretary,  *<  whenever  convenienee  should  leqotre 
it."  **  They  may  be  used  or  not,*'  repeats  the  Pred- 
dent,  "  as  public  policy  and  the  general  interests  of 
the  Union  may  seem  to  require  ;*'  and  **  the  Gov- 
ernment should  be  leA  at  liberty  to  seek  their  aid  as 
it  would  the  services  of  a  private  banker,'*  d«. 
Who,  I  would  ask,  under  this  system,  would  be  the 
jodge  when  "  convenience,"  to  use  the  language  of 
the  Secretary,  or  "  public  ih>I icy,*'  according  to  that 
of  the  President,  required  the  use  of  banks?  Of 
necessity,  the  Execntive^the  Department  charged 
with  conducting  the  "  financial  operations"  of  the 
G9overnment. 

Now,  with  due  deference,  I  must  be  permitted  to 
say,  Mr.  President,  that  of  all  the  systems  yet  sug- 
gested for  conducting  the  finances  of  the  country, 
this,  to  my  mind,  is  fraught  with  the  deepest  dangers 
to  the  public  liberty.  What,  sir !  banks  to  be  **  nsed 
or  not"  as  fiscal  agents,  according  as  the  President 
and  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  may  determine  it  to 
be  useful,  politic,  or  convenient  to  do  so  !  The  con- 
sequence would  necessarily  be  to  put  all  the  money- 
ed institutions  of  the  country  under  the  powjer  and 
at  the  devotion  of  the  Executive.  No  rule  of  law 
being  established  regulating  the  employment  of 
banks — no  limit  fixed  to  the  number  which  might 
be  employed,  or  terms  prescribed  on  which  they 
should  be  employed ;  as  one  might  be  employed  to- 
day, and  another  to-morrow ;  as  those  already  em- 
ployed might  be  dismissed,  and  new  ones  taken  into 
the  service  of  the  Government,  at  the  sole  will  and 
pleasure  of  the  Executive — what  would  this  be,  but 
to  convert  the  whole  community  of  banks  into  < 
suitors  for  Executive  favor,  and  to  subject  them  to 
the  dominion  of  Executive  power?  Under  this 
system,  if  the  Executive  so  willed  it,  the  sub-Trea- 
sury scheme  might  be  carried  out,  in  one  sectfon  of 
the  country,  with  alt  its  desolating  exactions  of 
specie,  runs  npc'n  the  banks,  &c  ;  while,  in  another, 
banks  would  be  the  favored  agents  of  the  Govern- 
ment, and  through  them  every  facility  be  given  to 
the  operations  of  industry  and  trade.  What  wouid 
this  be,  I  again  ask,  but  to  create  in  the  hands  of 
the  Executive  a  power  absolutely  despotic  over  the 
pecuniary  concerns  of  the  people  ?  It  wonld  give  to 
the  Executive  not  merely  that* 'exclusive custody 
and  entire  control  of  the  public  moneys"  which  is 
the  great  end  of  the  sub-Treasury  scheme,  but  it 
would  invest  them  with  a  sweeping  dominion  over 
the  whole  of  the  moneyed  institutions  of  the  coun- 
try. To  so  fearful  an  accumulation  of  power  in  the 
hands  of  a  Department  of  the  Government,  whose 
patronage  and  inflaence  have  already  proved  an 
overmatch  for  the  Representatives  of  the  people 
and  the  States,  and,  I  sometimes  fear,  for  the  people 
and  the  States  themselves,  I,  for  one,  will  never 
consent  No,  sir ;  if  banks  are  the  safest  deposi- 
tories and  best  fiscal  agents  of  the  Government,  as 
I  believe  them  to  be,  and  as  the  practiot,  and  in  a 
great  degree  the  language,  of  the  Administration 
admit  them  to  be,  let  their  employment  be  regulated 
by  law ;  let  the  number  to  be  employed  be  limited 
by  law ;  let  the  terms  and  conditions  on  which  they 
are  to  be  employed,  the  manner  of  their  selection, 
and  the  services  they  are  to  perform,  be  all  defined 
by  law ;  let  the  power  of  the  Executive  over  them 
be  strictly  guarded  by  a  legislative  declaration  of 
the  sole  causes  for  which,  when  once  employed,  they 
shall  be  discontinued,  and  requiring,  in  every  such 
ease,  a  prompt  report  to  Congress  of  the  special 
reasons  of  the  diseontinnance.  In  so  grav^  and 
mportant  a  trnst  as  the  care  and  management  of 
the  public  treasure — one,  too,  so  peeuliarly  the  pro- 
vince of  the  Legislative  department  to  supervise, 
and  which,  in  all  countries,  is  felt  to  be  so  inti- 
mately connected  with  the  public  liberty— let  us 
leave  nothing  to  Executive  discretion,  which  can  bie 
defined  and  regulated  by  law.       ^ 

The  progress  of  this  great  financial  controversy 
ha<t,  as  it  seems  to  me,  Mr.  President,  at  length 
brought  us  to  this  single  issue— a  grave  and  por* 
teutons  one  it  most  assuredly  is,  but  yet  simple  and 
disembarrassed.  That  the  State  bank!)  are  to  be 
employed  as  fiscal  agents  of  the  Government  is,  an 
I  have  shown,  admitted  both  by  the  practice  and 
language  of  the  Admin istration.  The  only  question 
is,  how  and  in  what  manner  they  are  to  be  emplop- 
ed.    Are  they  to  be  employed  at  the  sole  will  and 
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pletaani  of  the  Exaculive,  or  are  ihey  to  be  em- 
plojed  under  the  smnctioo,  limiiationt,  and  respon- 
mbiltty  of  law  1  The  sab-Treatury  scheme,  thoag h 
still  recommended,  and  even  earnestly  recommend- 
ed in  ntme,  and  intended,  fMsstbly,  to  be  pressed  in 
fact,  is  virtually  abandoned  in  argument.  The 
objections  taken  to  it  by  its  opponents  hare,  one  by 
one,  been  practically  admitted,  not  only  by  the  pnb- 
lie  reason,  which  has  emphatically  pronounced  its 
condemnation  of  the  scheme,  but  by  the  Adminis- 
tration itself.  The  great  and  vital  principle  of  the 
system  is  the  collection  of  the  revenue  in  bard 
money.  This,  accordingly,  was  put  forward  most 
prominently  in  the  message  of  the  President  at  the 
extra  session  of  Congress,  and  was  urged  by  him 
with  peculiar  earnestness.  The  legislative  discus- 
sion, during  that  session,  it  will  be  recollected  by  all 
of  us,  turned  mainly  on  that  fundamental  principle 
of  the  system.  It  was  found  to  be  untenable  in  the 
open  field  of  argument,  and  accordingly  we  have 
heard  nothing  more  of  it  in  either  of  the  two  sub- 
sequent messages  of  the  President,  or  annual  re- 
ports of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

The  next  great  question  on  which  issne  was  join- 
ed between  the  advocates  and  the  opponents  of  the 
sub-Treasury  scheme  was  the  comparative  safety  of 
the  banks  and  of  public  officers,  as  depositories  of 
the  public  money.  Notwithstanding  the  triumphant 
appeal  we  made  to  the  past  experience  of  the  Gov- 
ernment on  this  head,  and  the  vast  amount  of  losses 
which  we  showed  by  the  authentic  records  of  the 
Treasury  had  been  sustained  from  defaulting  public 
officers,  it  wr«  still  contended  that  banks  were  less 
safe  than  individual  agents,  and  reports  were  called 
forth  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  explain- 
ing away  the  conclusive  testimony  of  his  former 
reports,  and  making  out,  by  ceruin  recondite  cal- 
culations of  interest  and  of  alleged  depreciation,  a 
heavy  loss  in  figures  (though  not  In  fact)  against 
the  banks,  to  offset  the  enormous  defaults  of  public 
officers.  But  what  does  the  Secretary  now  say  un- 
der the  teachings  of  "  recent  events,"  on  reviewing 
his  reports  both  for  and  against  the  comparative 
safety  of  banks  as  public  depositories  1  ''  Banking 
institutions  have  never  been  regarded  by  the  under- 
signed*' (says  Mr.  Woodbury  in  his  late  annual  re- 
port to  Ck>ogre8s)  **as  a  class  of  agents  generally 
unsafe,  when  looking  to  eventual  losses,*'  or,  as  he 
says  in  another  part  of  his  report,  "  in  relation  to 
eventual  payment.*'  I  should  like  to  know  from  Mr. 
Woodbury  what  prospect  of  **  eventual  payment" 
he  has  from  the  sub-Treasurers  who  have  rccenUy 
fled  the  country,  and  put  the  ocean  between  them 
and  the  Solicitor  of  the  Treasury. 

In  like  manner,  the  President  bears,  in  my  opin- 
ion, the  most  impressive  testimony  to  the  superior 
safely  of  banks  as  depositories,  by  the  extraordinary 
and  unusual  provisions  he  recommends  to  itoard 
against  the  defalcations  of  public  officers.  He  ex- 
pressly says,  indeed,  that  "  the  experience  of  every 
country  has  shown  that  public  officers  are  not  at  all 
dmes  proof  against  temptation."  To  countervail 
the  force  of  this  temptation,  he  invokes  the  penal 
legislation  of  Congress  to  "  visit"  the  infidelity  of 
these  agents  '*  with  severe  and  ignominious  punish- 
ment." But  of  what  avail  would  be  even  the 
bloody  code  of  Draco,  when  the  improved  methods 
of  locomotion  to  which  the  enterprising  and  inven* 
Uve  genius  of  the  age  has  given  birth,  and  of  which 
two  of  our  sub-Treasurers  have  already  availed 
themselves,  afford  so  ready  a  means  of  escape,  and 
of  consequent  impunity,  under  a  foreign  jurisdic- 
tion ?  Fkr  better  would  it  be,  in  my  humble  judge- 
ment, to  heed  the  prayer  which  Divine  Wisdom 
has  uught  to  hnman  weakness,  and  to  "  lead  not*' 
public  officers  (who  are  but  men)  into  ^<  temptation," 
by  committing  To  their  custody  large  sums  of  the 
public  treasure. 

But  the  President,  as  if  conscious  that  neither  the 
rigois  of  legislative  enactment,  nor  the  vigilance  of 
Executive  supervision,  could  adequately  provide 
for  the  safety  of  the  public  moneys  in  the  hands  of 
individual  agents,  has  gravely  submitted  to  Con^ 
gress  a  proposition  which,  I  most  with  all  deference 
say,  appears  to  me  the  most  extraordinary  on  re- 
cord, and  utterly  opposed  to  the  spirit  at  least,  of 
the  Constitution.  What  is  it?  Why,  that  Con- 
gmi  ihoaid  aBpoint  an  ambulatory  eommittee  of 


their  own  body  to  look  after  the  President's  sab- 
Treasurers,  to  make  '^frequent  examinations  of  their 
affairs  and  aooounts,"  of  which  these  offieen,  the 
President  adds,  <*  should  have  no  previous  notice," 
and  then  to  "  report  to  the  Exeentire  such  defhloa- 
tions  as  are  found  to  exist."  Yes,  sir,  a  eommittee 
of  Congress  to  hunt  up  defaulters,  and  report  them 
to  the  Executive !  Whose  duty  is  it,  I  would  ask, 
under  the  Constitution,  to  supervise  and  inspect  the 
conduct  of  public  officers  t  **  The  Szeeotive  pow- 
er," by  the  Constitution,  is  expressly  **  vested  in  the 
President."  He  appoints  the  public  officers,  who 
are  his  sgents  and  assistants  in  the  performance  of 
his  high  trust ;  he  alone  has  the  power  of  removing 
them,  and  upon  him  alone  should  rest  the  responsi- 
bility for  their  conduct,  and  the  measures  necessary 
to  ascertain  their  fidelity  or  unworthiness.  Con- 
gress is  the  legislative  department,  whose  nrovinee 
it  is  to  enact  laws,  the  execution  of  whicn,  then, 
devolves  on  the  President.  Congress  can  have 
nothiog  to  do  with  the  functions  and  details  of  ad- 
ministration, the  responsibility  of  which  rests  on 
the  President  alone.  A  proposition,  then,  making 
them  sharers  in  that  responsibility  through  a  com- 
mittee of  their  body,  to  which  cAiould  be  assigned 
the  subordinate  and  ministerial  duty  of  "  inspecting 
the  affairs  and  accounts*'  of  sub-Treasuren,  and 
reporting  "'their  defalcations  to  the  Executive,"  I 
must  repeat,  appears  to  me  utterlv  opposed  to  the 
principles  ef  the  Constitution;  and  wholly  incom- 
patible with  the  dignity  of  Congress.  No,  sir,  even 
if  the  occasion  were  a  legitimate  one,  we  shall 
never  see,  I  trust,  a  committee  of  Congress  report- 
ing to  any  other  body  than  to  Congress  itself.  If 
the  President  will  have  sub-Treasurers,  he  must 
look  after  them  by  agents  of  his  own.  As  much  as 
Executive  power,  I  lament  to  say,  has  invaded  and 
subdued  the  lefty  spirit  and  rightful  independence 
of  the  legislative  department,  we  are  not  yet,  I  trust, 
prepared  for  the  humiliation  of  appointing  a  com- 
mittee of  the  American  Congress  as  a  corps  of 
beadles  to  hunt  up  defaulting  sub-Treasurers,  and 
report  them  to  the  Executive.  That  so  novel  and 
extraordinary  a  measure  should  have  been  proposed 
by  the  President  as  a  necessary  means  of  guarding 
the  public  money  from  defalcation  in  the  hands  of 
sub-Treasurers,  is  the  most  emphatic  acknowledg- 
ment he  could  have  made  of  the  inherent  insecurity 
of  that  system. 

Notwithstanding,  however,  all  these  admissions, 
express  or  implied,  of  the  superior  safety  and  con- 
venience of  banks  as  depositories  and  fiscal  agents, 
the  President  recommends  again  the  sub-Treasury 
scheme  to  Congress,  and  even  says  his  opinions  in 
favor  of  it  **  have  been  strengthened  by  recent 
events !"  What  the  President  can  find  in  <■- recent 
events"  to  sustain  his  renewed  recommendation  of 
the  sub-Treasury  scheme,  it  utterly  surpasses  my 
powers  of  comprehension  to  imagine.  Recent 
events, sir!  Let  us,  for  a  moment,  inquire  what 
these  recent  events  have  been,  and  how  they  bear 
on  the  two  rival  systems  proposed  for  the  safe-keep- 
ing of  the  public  moneys.  First,  as  to  the  system 
of  State  banks  as  public  depositories.  What  is  the 
testimony  of  recent  events  with  regard  to  them? 
Have  we  not  recently  seen  them,  within  fifteen 
months  after  a  general  suspension  of  specie  pay- 
ments, brought  upon  them  by  an  unprecedented 
combination  of  adverse  circumstances,  among  which 
not  the  least  was  the  hostile  policy  of  the  Govern- 
ment itself— have  we  not  seen  them,  within  this 
short  period,  without  even  a  cheering  voice  from 
the  Government  amid  the  difficulties  which  sur- 
rounded them,  resuming  their  payments  in  specie, 
meeting  all  their  engagements  to  the  country  with 
promptitude,  paying  many  millions  to  the  Govern- 
ment punctually  at  the  periods  designated  by  law, 
and  even  anticipating,  in  some  instances,  the  pay- 
ment of  the  small  balances  remaining,  before  they 
have  become  due  under  the  provisions  of  law  1  So 
prompt  a  recovery,  under  circumstances  of  such 
peculiar  difficulty  and  embarrassment,  is  without 
example  in  the  financial  history  of  the  world,  and 
aflbrd  the  most  triumphant  evidence  of  the  general 
soundness  and  integrity  of  these  institutions.  The 
President  himself  says  *<  it  is  no  more  than  just  (b 
the  banks"  to  bear  testimony  *■  to  their  honorable 
ooune  in  the  late  emtigeney,"   The  voiee  of  the 


recent  events,  then  of  every  thing  whiob  hu  oeenw 
red  since  the  adjournment  of  Coogiesi  don  to  the 
date  of  the  Presidents  message,  is  in  farorof  ihe 
system  of  State  banks  as  public  deposStorim 

Now,  let  us  inquire  what  is  the  vetdiet  of  fhai 
same  recent  events  on  die  sttb-tfessttry  min 
For  the  last  twt>  or  three  months,  the  coQUirha 
been  filled  with  consternation  and  alina  hy  loeea- 
sive  defakations  of  sub-Treasorers,  itsgiBr  fhn 
twenty  or  thirty  thousand  dollars  vp  to  i  ailtifli 
and  a  quarter  each !  We  have  hardly  hsd  tine  lo 
recover  from  the  shock  of  oneef  these  ^^fimm 
betore  we  have  been  astounded  by  the  report  of  ii» 
other  and  another.  Almost  efeiy  ruk  ssd  wo. 
fession  of  life  has  been  invaded  by,  isd  yiCkted  (o, 
the  <*  temptations"  of  this  eormptifif;  system.  Em 
here,  under  the  very  eyes  of  the  QovenHiie&t,(he 
shrine  of  the  national  honor,  the  Army,  hu  not 
been  able  to  resist  the  infection.  I  refer  with  pih 
to  these  things ;  but  they  have  beeome  put  of  (he 
public  history  of  the  times,  and  it  is  ia  niiio it* 
tempt  to  throw  a  veil  over  them.  The  rttatfde 
law  (a  profession  which  the  most  profoasd  nd 
sagacious  of  all  the  foreign  observers  of  odf  iitftll- 
tions  has  pronounced  to  bC  the  real  arinooacy  of 
the  country)  have  been  soiled  by  the  pdlstioi. 
The  peace  and  honor  of  families,  ss  welt  u  (he 
pride  of  the  nation,  have  been  dra^  dowi  to  the 
dost  by  this  system  of  overwhelmisg  temptitioi  iid 
corruption,  while  the  public  treasarehii bees  vis* 
tonly  dissipated  and  wasted  by  it.  Deeply  hDnil* 
iating  as  these  occurrences  are  to  the  natioDal  prifc, 
I  yet  look  upon  them  as  providential  adaosiiiosi, 
intended  to  save  us  from  the  thorough  adoptjos  of  i 
system  which,  I  verily  believe,  would  spread  bor 
general  demoralisation  and  cormptionihroaghihe 
land  than  any  which  the  arch-enemy  of  muooiid 
devise.  It  is  not  surely  in  such  "  recent  eTesil"  a 
these  that  the  President  can  find  any  reeommoidi' 
tion  of  the  sob-Treasuiy  scheme,  which  he  i|ib 
proposes  to  Congress.  No,  sir;  be  ssrareddnl 
whatever  party  may  effect  here,  these  same*' Rent 
events"  have  forever  sealed  the  fate  of  thii  sytfm 
with  a  virtuous  and  enlightened  People. 

Why,  then,  is  it  again  recommended  aid  m|(i 
upon  us  1  Is  it  as  a  rallying  cry  of  party?  bittt 
drive  through  a  party  triumph,  fatal,  is  I  imlf 
believe  such  a  triumph  would  be  in  the  end,  to  tone 
who  achieve  it?  Are  there,  then,  Mr.  Pnaictft 
no  circumstances  of  national  exigency,  ipP^ 
to  the  dormant,  but  I  hope  not  yet  eitiigBW 
spirit  of  patriotism,  in  which  we  caari^sspemr 
to  Ibis  faut  bondage  of  party,  and  act  for  oor  eoif 
try  )  Can  we  not,  now  that  the  taraished  hoior 
and  dilapidated  interests  of  the  nation  call  spoi  v 
to  close  up  every  avenue  of  corruption  and  sbom- 
can  we  not  devote  this  short  session,  at  leist,  lo  w 
pressing  wants  of  the  country,  om  of  the  muy<e 
have  given  up  to  the  interests  and  ooaflictsof  piitp 
If  we  could  do  so,  nothiog  would  he  easier,  is  e; 
opinion,  than  tp  settle  finally  and  satisfactorilyum 
great  financial  question  which  has  hitherto  so  asm 
divided  and  ag^itated  us.  The  cirenmsUBoei  of m 
moment  are  unusually  propitious.  The  «*"•■ 
a  national  bank  is  now,  and  I  trust  linallyi  w 
doned.  The  late  happy  and  succtssfnl  w^JJjJJJ 
of  a  sound  currency  by  the  Bute  baak^™* 
the  aid  of  such  an  institution,  has  prodaccdap^ 
eral  conviction  that  it  can  no  longer  be  ««»|J"J 
on  that  ground  of  necessity,  on  which  ahmeiBM' 
voeates  have  heretofore  rested  it  Thesob-Trei» 
ry  scheme  should,  in  my  humble  j^^^lpjf  ^ 
considered  equally  out  of  the  question.  Jj*j^ 
and  over  again  been  rejected  by  the  Bepw««*»J 
of  the  People,  and  the  People  ihemselwsM"^'r 
fied  the  judgement  of  their  Represeniaures.  J^ 
cent  events"  proclaim  its  condemnatioB  m » "JJ 
louder  voice.  What,  then,  remaia^t  ^*?: 
alternative  than  the  use  of  the  Stats  hM"* Jf 
Ihia  be  adopted  as  the  general  principkftf»J"r 
to  me  it  ought  to  be  by  all  parties»iL'  ^J^ 
attitude  of  tbinp,  and  after  the  decisive  ^"t^ 
of  public  opinion  which  have  tsken  Jr^^j^ 
there  would  then  be  but  little  difScnltf  ^"^ 
the  subordinate  qneetiona as  to  the  mapntf«!n 

them,  never  losinir^e^  ^^""^^^^'^K^ISd 
republican  maxim  that  that  use  most  bs  ftii^ 
bfiaw.and  not  ^bnadoned  to  l&itotfl  <>^ 
tion.  "    ^— *^  ^ 
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To  prevent  the  interference  of  federal  officers  in  elections — Mr.  Fives. 


Senate. 


SPEECH  OP  Ma.  RIVES,  (op  Virginia.) 
In  the  StnaU  of  the  UitUtd  States,  Tuesday,  Fibrwtry 
12,  1839— Od  ihe  bill  introduced  by  Mr.  Crit- 
T£NDEjr,  to  prevent  ihc  interference  of  certain 
Federal  officers  in  elections. 
Mr.  IRivKS  rose  and  said :  The  subject  now  under 
consideration  was,  in  bis  humble  judgment,  by  far 
the  most  important  in  its  bearing  on  the  liberties 
and  future  destinies  of  this  country  which  had  oc- 
cupied the  deliberations  of  Congress  for  years  past, 
and  wa^  not  surpassed  in  importance,  indeed,  by 
any  which  had  arisen  since  the  establishment  of  the 
Constitution.  It  concerns  the  vital  principle  of  free 
government  itself— the  right  of  the  people  freely  to 
choose  their  Representatives.  Hitherto,  in  the 
theory,  at  least,  of  all  parties,  this  great  remedial 
right  of  the  people  had  been  held  to  be  sacred  from 
all  interference  on  the  part  of  the  Government,  or 
any  pretension  of  the  agents  of  Executive  power  to 
influence  or  control  its  exercise.  But  now,  for  the 
first  time  in  our  history,  we  have  a  solemn  and 
elaborate  report  from  one  of  the  !eadmg  committees 
of  this  body,  (the  Judiciary  Committee,)  boldly 
proclaiming  it  to  be  the  right  and  duty  of  Executive 
officers  to  busy  themselves  in  elections,  to  endeavor 
te  shape  and  direct  public  opinion,  and  to  influence 
and  control  the  people,  as  far  as  they  can,  in  the 
highest  and  most  important  function  of  their  sove- 
reignty ! 

I  confess,  (said  Mr.  R.,)  when  I  listened  to  the 
reading  of  this  portentous  report,  some  days  ago, 
from  the  table  of  your  Secretary,  I  was  amazed  and 
bewildered.  I  could  not  but  ask  myself,  whither 
hath  the  mad  dominion  of  party  carried  us?  Where 
am  I,  that  I  hear  such  doctrines  openly  proclaimed 
in  the  Senate-hcuse  ?  Am  I  in  free  republican 
America,  the  land  of  jealous  constitutional  freedom  ; 
or  am  I  in  Eoglani,  amid  the  '*  brooding  darkness*^ 
of  the  seventeenth  century,  under  the  arbitrary  and 
lawless  sway  of  the  Stuarts  ;  or  am  I  in  Imperial 
Rome,  under  the  sordid  despotism  of  the  Csesars  ? 
I  must  say  (continued  Mr.  R.)  that  nothing  has 
ever  impressed  me  with  so  deep  a  despondency  as 
to  the  fortunes  of  our  young  and  glorious  Republic 
as  the  doctrines  of  that  report,  received  and  wel- 
comed, as  they  have  been,  by  a  majority  of  this 
body. 

I  do  not  look  upon  it  as  expressing  merely  the 
opinions  of  its  author,  or  even  of  the  committee  in 
iirhose  name  it  is  presented  -,  but  I  am  compelled  !o 
regard  it  asthe  creed  of  a  party — as  the  exposition 
and  defence  of  a  political  system,  which  relies  upon 
party  organization,  party  discipline,  and  official 
patronage,  to  control  and  govern  this  mighty  coun- 
try.    It  comes  to  us  from  a  committee  consisting 
<witb  but  a  single  exception,  I  believe)  of  gentle- 
men of  the  same  pelitical  party — friends  and  &np- 
poriers  of  this  administration.    It  is  no  sooner  read 
than  it  i»  hailed  and  openly  applauded  on  the  floor 
ty  one  member  of  the  party,  and  another  instantly 
moves  to  have  ten  thousand  copies  of  it  printed  for 
distribution  among  the  people,  which  is  accordingly 
ordered  without  a  division.    A  report,  treating  of 
SQch  "  high  matter,"  and  so  sanctioned  and  endorsed 
by  a  majority  of  this  body,  cannot  fail  to  awaken 
the  most  anxious  attention  to  the  character  and 
tendency  of  its  doctrines. 

The  honorable  chairman  of  the  committee,  (Mr. 
Wall,)  fearing  that  his  former  political  associations 
and  opinions  might  by  possibility  prejudice  his  re- 
port in  the  eyes  of  some,  thought  fit  to  inform  us 
that  a  solemn  council  had  been  held  on  his  admis- 
sion into  the  Democratic  party,  and  by  that  council 
it  tvas  determined  "  he  never  had  federalism  enough 
to  spoil  his  democracy."  Wc  are  to  understand, 
then,  that  modern  democracy  admits  of  an  infusion 
of  more  or  less  federalism;  and,  if  we  are  to  judge 
of  the  orthodox  democracy  of  the  day  by  this  report, 
I  shoald  say  it  admits  of  a  very  large  infusion,  for 
I  have  never  yet  seen  the  document  which  is  more 
thoroughly  saturated  \^j(h  ail  the  characteristic 
elements  of  the  federal  f^y^Ji  than  this. 

Is  it  not  an  elabnra(Q  p]ea,  tbrougboof,  ibr  the 
rights  and  prerogstives  Q^yederal  executive  power ; 
for  the  influence  ofP^  '^j  patronage,  not  merely 
Dn  those  who  are //5  j  ^^J^edi^^^  ^^^Scmrlcs ,  hut, 


ihrongh  their  party  ^*t0f^^  ^nd  electloarcrins  vlc- 
ivity,  upon  thegratkf^iC^f  tfse  peopk^Lg^ » — '. 


rra^elvcs? 
'^«^"«r«re 


y 


thus  exalted,  the  State  authorities  are ,  5tudiousIy 
disparaged  and  held  up  as  special  objects  of  jealousy 
and  dislrui^t.  The  functionaries  of  the  States  are 
spoken  of  habitually  in  connexion  with  *'  the  offi- 
cers of  the  corporations  of  associated  wealth," 
evidently,  as  it  would  seem,  with  the  view  of  direct- 
ing against  them  a  portion  of  the  odium  which  it 
has  been  the  policy  of  the  party  to  excite  against  the 
banking  institutions  of  the  country.  In  on«  pas- 
sage of  the  report  the  unseemly  case,  even,  is  sup- 
posed of  "  the  State  functionaries  uniting  with  the 
corporations  of  associated  wealth  in  a  party  strug- 
gle to  obtain  the  power  of  the  Federal  Government." 

There  was  a  time,  Mr.  President,  in  the  belter 
days  of  the  republic — the  days  cf  Jefferson  and 
Madison— when  democracy,  or  rather  republican- 
ism, as  it  was  then  called,  signified  a  reverence  for 
the  rights  of  the  States ;  respect  for  State  authorities 
and  Stale  institutions  ;  jealousy  of  the  power  and 
influence  of  ihc  Federal  Government,  and  espe- 
cially of  the  Executive  branch  of  it ;  economy  in  the 
public  expense ;  suppression  of  useless  offices ;  cur- 
tailment of  patronage ;  a  sacred  "  care  of  the  right 
of  flection  by  the  People  ;"and  "  absolute  acquies- 
cence in  the  decisions  of  the  majority;  the  vital 
principles  of  republican  Government.'**  These 
were  the  great  principles  of  democracy  as  taught 
and  practised  by  him  whom  the  report  jusily  styles 
"  the  great  apostle  of  democracy."  But  democracy 
now-a-days,  if  we  are  to  judge  of  it  by  this  report, 
and  other  practical  expositions  of  the  modern  dem- 
ocratic creed,  means  a  disparagement  of  the  State 
Governments ;  war  upon  State  institutions;  enlarge- 
ment of  the  powers  and  influence  of  the  Federal 
Government ;  extension  of  Executive  patronage  ; 
muliiplication  of  offices ;  augmentation  of  the  pub- 
lic expenditure  ;  every  thing  left  to  Executive  dis- 
cretion, instead  of  being  regulated  by  fixed  rule  of 
law — a  virtual  nullification  consequently  of  the 
Legislative  department,  the  true  representative 
branch  of  the  Government;  the  "  decisions  of  the 
majority"  of  the  People,  as  pronounced  in  their  elec^ 
tions  and  through  the  medium  of  their  Representa- 
tives, wholly  disregarded  by  the  Executive,  and  the 
sacred  "  right  of  election  by  the  People"  itself  now 
openly  sought  to  be  ''smothered"  (to  use  the  lan- 
guage of  Mr.  Jeflerson)  "  by  the  enormous  patron- 
age of  the  General  Government,"  and  by  the  licens- 
ed interference  of  Federal  Executive  officers.  If 
modern  democracy  has  espoused  doctrines  such  as 
these,  it  is  no  wonder  that  the  council  which  sat  on 
the  democratic  pretensions  of  the  honorable  Senator 
from  New  Jersey  (Mr.  Wall)  should  have  pro- 
nounced "  he  never  had  federalism  enough  to  spoil 
his  democracy !" 

But,  let  us  come  now,  said  Mr.  R.,  to  the  report 
itself ;  and  here  I  give  notice  to  the  Senator  from  New 
Jersey,  that  it  is  to  the  doctrines  of  the  report,  fraught, 
a^  I  consider  them  to  be,  wiih  the  greatest  danger  to 
the  liberties  and  public  morals  of  the  country,  and 
invested,  as  they  have  been,  wiih  a  fearful  import- 
ance by  the  solemn  sanction  and  imprimaiwr  of  a 
majority  of  this  body,  that  1  intend  mainly  to  ad- 
dress myself. 

Interesting  and  important  a3  the  questions  involv- 
ed in  the  measure  introduced  by  the  Senator  from 
Kentucky  (Mr.  Crittemoen)  undoubtedly  are,  I 
hold  them  but  "  dust  in  the  balance"  compared  with 
the  portentous  doctrines  inculcated  by  the  report. 
The  gentleman  from  New  Jersey  complained  that 
the  honorable  Senator  from  Kentucky,  in  the  able 
aad  eloquent  speech  with  which  he  instructed  and 
entertained  this  assembly,  had  not  confined  himself 
to  showing  the  constitutional  power  of  Congress  to 
pass  his  bill,  instead  of  assailing  and  aommenting 
upon  the  doctrines  of  the  report.  But,  I  would 
ask  the  honorable  Senator  from  New  Jersey,  if  the 
constitutional  question,  of  which  he  makes  so  mnch 
now,  was  not  the  least  of  all  his  topics  dwelt  on  in 
the  report?  The  report  consisted,  I  think,  of  ten 
printed  pages ;  and  of  these  ten  pages,  but  a  single 
one  is  devoted  to  the  suggestion  of  any  constitution- 
al impediment  to  the  passage  of  the  bill ;  all  the 
rest  of  the  report*-nine-tenths — are  given  up  to  an 
elaborate  defence  of  (he  right  and  duty  of  office- 
holders to  take  an  active  part  in  popular  elections, 
and  of  the  tyranny,  ln]astice;  and  impolicy  of  any 
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restraint  upon  them  in  doing  so.  It  is  throughout, 
indeed,  not  merely  a  justification  of  the  interference 
of  Federal  oUce-bolders  with  popular  elections,  but 
\%  an  incitement  to  them  to  exert  their  influence  to 
the  utmost  in  directing  and  controlling  those  elec- 
tions. 

The  Senator  from  New  Jersey  says  the  report 
only  asserts  the  right  of  Federal  office-holders  to 
enlighten  and  advise  the  People  in  elections ;  but 
does  not  encourage  or  instigate  them  to  the  exercise 
of  that  right.  Now,  sir,  let  ihe  report  itself  answer, 
how  far  this  construction  of  it  v^  sustained  by  its 
cxt.  I  will  proceed  very  rapidly  to  review  it.  It 
must  ask  the  attention  of  the  Senate  while  I  read 
a  few  extracts  from  it,  taken  promiscuously  from 
its  text,  which  will  serve  to  show  the  steady,  uni- 
form, and  pervading  spirit  and  tendency  of  the 
whole  document.  It  will  then  be  seen,  unless  I  am 
most  grossly  deceived,  ihat,  from  beginning  to  end, 
it  not  merely  asserts  the  right,  but  inculcates  the 
duty  of  office-holders  to  exert  their  influence  in 
elections — a  duty  which  they  are  admonished  to 
perform  nnder  the  penalty  of  being  declared  infa- 
mous, idiots,  out  laws,  lepen^,  slaves,  if  they  shall  fail 
of  themselves,  or  be  disabled  by  law  from  perform- 
ing  it ;  it  denounces  any  restraint  upon  their  inter- 
ference as  tyranny  and  proscription;  and  finally, 
they  are  significantly  told  that  if  any  such  restraint 
should  be  imposed  by  law,  the  people,  in  behalf  of 
the  injured  office-holders,  would  resist  the  *'  execu- 
tion" of  so  atrocious  an  enactment.  If  this  be  not 
instigation  and  incitement,  I  know  not  what  is. 

But  to  the  extracts.  The  first  I  shall  read  is 
taken  from  the  second  page  of  the  report,  where 
the  following  significant  language  is  used : 

"  It  is  both  the  right  and  duty  of  every  one  freely 
to  discuss  and  communicate,  both  publicly  and 
privately,  such  matters  as  he  may  suppose  will 
advance  the  public  interest,  or  inform  the  public 
mind.  One  of  the  most  salutary  and  effectual  agents 
to  promote  such  interest  is  an  enlightened  public 
opinion.  To  evolve  such  opinion,  and  to  give  form 
and  direction  to  the  general  course  of  national  policy, 
and  the  future  destinies  of  all,  every  citizen,  whether 
intrusted  with  public  office  or  not,  has  a  like  deep, 
abiding,  and  active  interest,  and  no  citizen  is  at 
liberty  to  withdraw  himself  from  this  high  respon- 
sibility, inseparably  connectetl  with  republican  in- 
stitutions. One  of  the  most  celebrated  law-makers 
of  one  of  the  ancient  republics  declared  every  citizen 
infamous  who  refused  to  take  part  in  the  affairs  of 
his  country ;  and  the  word  idiot,  derived  from  Ihe 
language  of  that  r^^publie,  bears,  through  all  time, 
this  impress  of  their  institutions,  denoting  one  who 
was  destitute  of  the  spirit  or  intelligence  requisite 
for  the  discharge  of  this  highest  duty  of  a  citizen." 

Here  we  are  emphatically  told  that  it  is  not  mere- 
ly the  right,  but  the  duty,  of  every  citizen,  •«  whether 
intrusted  with  public  office  or  not,"  to  take  part  in 
*'  the  aflfairs"— meaning,  evidently,  from  the  whole 
context,  the  election  of  his  county  ;  that  no  citizen, 
office-holder  or  not,  is  *<  at  liberty  to  withdraw 
himself  from  this  high  responsibility,"  and,  if  he 
should  do  so,  he  would  deserve  to  be  declared  infa- 
mous, and  to  be  stigmatized  as  an  idiot.  If  any 
language  can  convey  a  stronger  instigation  to  the 
electioaeering  activity  of  office-holders  than  this,  I 
confess  myself  wholly  incompetent  to  imagine  it. 

Pretermitting  numerous  other  passages,  all  con- 
ceived in  the  same  spirit,  and  inculcaUng  the  same 
doctrine,  I  beg  leave  now  to  call  the  attention  of 
the  Senate  to  one  which  will  be  found  on  the  fifth 
page  of  the  report : 

"  The  object  of  Ihe  bill,"  says  the  report,  "  is  to 
render  what  is  lawful  and  praiseworthy,  and  in 
strict  conformity  with  both  the  letter  and  spirit  of 
our  institutions,  for  all  citizens,  criminal  in  a  par- 
ticular cla<s8,  whe  have  been  honored  by  the  con- 
fidence of  the  People  of  the  whole  Stateti.  It  is  not 
to  punish  a  crime  malum  in  se,  bnt  to  create  a  new 
crime.  It  is  not  to  punish  bribery  and  cormptioo, 
the  robbery  of  the  ballot  box,  the  suppression  or 
forging  of  returns,  or  usurpation  or  neglect  of  offi- 
cial duty  in  giving  eflTect  to  the  will  of  the  majority 
in  elections,  or  the  improper  nse  of  official  power, 
bnt  the  nse  of  pursuasion  or  dissuasion,  of  inter- 
meddling to  control  or  influence  rotens,  by  ineaos 
that  are  lawful  and  right  in  others.  Erery  e^lizen 
ongbt  to  qualify  himself,  by  stad^,  coAver8fj^&» 
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w)  every  other  means  of  acqairing  knowledge^  ^o 
understADd  the  theory  and  principles  of  our  isstittt- 
tions,  and  to  ascertain  the  best  mode  of  administer- 
ing  them  in  their  true  spirit,  so  as  to  promote  the 
greatest  good  of  the  greatest  namber,  and  to  render 
himself  capable  of  discharging  any  trust  that  may 
be  conferred  on  him  by  his  fellow- citizens.*' 

**  It  is  as  well  his  inherent  right  as  his  doty  to 
discuss  and  promalge  freely  the  meatares  of  any 
adoiinistration,  and  the  character  and  conduct  of 
those  who  support  or  oppose  it,  as  well  to  control 
them  by  the  censorship  of  public  opinion  as  to 
subject  them  to  the  test  of  the  Constitution.  In 
doing  so  he  may  win  the  confidence  of  his  fellow« 
citizens  by  his  declared  opinions,  or  may  become 
identified  with  some  great  principJe  which  con- 
ciliates their  support.  All  this  is  innocent  and 
praissworihy,  even  if  the  motive  is  the  acquisition 
of  office,  because  it  promotes  ihe  poblicgood.  Can 
it  be  wise,  or  even  just,  to  punish  as  a  crime,  when 
a  citizen  attains  office,  what  was  patriotic  and 
praiseworthy  while  he  was  seeking  it?' 

Here,  then,  we  find  that  ^  the  use  of  persuasion 
or  dtBsnasioo,"  of  <*  intermeddling  by  office-holders" 
to  control  or  influence  voters,  \%  di^clared  by  the 
report  to  be  not  merely  *'  innocent"  and  **  lawful," 
but  '^patriotic and  praiseworthy !" As  in  the  former 
ejrtract  the  penalty  of  infamy  was  denounced 
against  thote  who  should  fail  to  perform  their  doty 
in  "intermeddling**  with  elections,  so  in  this,  a 
positive  reward,  the  crown  of  patriotism,  is  decreed 
to  those  who  shall  come  op  boldly  and  fearlessly  to 
the  great  work  of  indocirinating  the  People  by 
official  dictation.  And  here  I  cannot  but  remark, 
Mr.  President,  in  what  a  specious  and  deceptive 
guise  these  official  advisers  of  the  People  are  con« 
stantiy  presented  by  the  report.  In  this  passage, 
and  throughout  the  repon,  they  are  artfully  spoken 
of  as  **  honored  by  the  choice  and  confidence  of  the 
People.**  But  what, sir,  have  the  people  to  do  with 
them?  The  officers  whose  interference  in  elections 
is  objected  to,  are  officers  deriving  iheir  appointment 
from  the  Executive  alone,  and  wholly  dependant 
on  the  Executive  for  iheir  official  existence.  It  is, 
therefore,  an  unauthorized  and  gratuitous  assump- 
tion, ah  ad  capttmdutn  appeal,  unsupported  by  fact, 
hut  one  habiinally  recurring  through  the  whole  of 
this  report,  to  speak  of  the  office-holders  in  question 
as  '*  honored  by  the  choice  and  confidence  of  the 
People!'* 

But  to  return  to  the  interpretation  of  the  real 
character  of  the  report.  As  if  to  leave  not  even  the 
shadow  of  a  doubt  on  the  intention  of  the  committee 
to  justify  and  encourage  the  interference  of  office- 
holders in  elections,  the  following  unequivocal 
avowal  of  their  meaning  occurs  on  the  ninth  page 
of  the  report : 

^*The  committee  can  perceive  no  reason  for  the 
adoption  by  Confess  of  any  restriction  upon  any 
of  what  they  deem  the  inherent  and  inalienable 
rights  of  every  class  of  citizens,  merely  because 
they  have  been  honored  with  the  confidence  of  the 
People.'*  "  They  know  no  objection  to  reason, 
argument,  or  even  persuasion,  by  word,  message, 
or  writing,  at  any  time,  from  whomsoever  it  may 
proceed,  or  by  whatever  motive  prompted.  Nor  do 
they  understand  on  what  just  principles  it  can  be 
maintained  that  the  possession  of  office  simply 
should  deprive  a  citizen  of  the  influence 'arising 
Jrom  character,  intelligence,  integrity,  and  the  con- 
fidence and  influence  which  they  inspire,  and  of  the 
right  to  use  them  as  others  are  left  free  to  use  theirs.** 

The  committee  here  expressly  declare  they  "  know 
no  objeetion"  to  the  "  persuasion**  of  voters,  **by 
word,  message,  or  writing,**  at  any  time,  <*from 
whomsoever  it  may  proceed,**  office-holders  or 
others.  This  passage  is  referred  to,  at  present,  sim- 
ply to  show  the  open  avowal  which  the  committee 
make  in  it  of  their  approbation  of  the  interference 
of  office-holders  with  elections.  The  sophism  by 
which  that  interference  is  attempted  to  be  palliated 
will  be  hereafter,  in  the  progress  of  these  remarks, 
I  trust,  abundantly  exposed. 

But,  sir,  this  is  not  all. .  Office-holders  are  not 
only  encouraged  and  stimulated,  as  we  have  seen 
by  this  report,  to  intermeddle  m  elections— they  are 
not  merely  told  that  it  is  both  their  right  and  their 
duty  to  exert  their  influence  over  voters  at  the  polls, 
bat  any  attempt  to  restrain  them  in  the  exercise  of 


that  influence  is  denounccfl  as  tyranny  and  pro* 
scription,  and  assimilated  to  the  i evoking  cruelty 
of  the.  inquisition.  The  poor  «  proscribed  office- 
holders,** as  they  are  called,  are  likened  to  "  mutes** 
—to  "  outlaws*'— to  "  lepers"— to"  slaves;*^  and, 
to  cap  the  climax  of  thi%  inflammatory  exaggeration, 
we  are  solemnly  admonished  on  the  8ih  page  of  the 
report  that  "  the  people  would  never  submit  to  the 
execution  of  a  law"  which  deprives  their  office- 
holding  **  fellow-ciiizeiv"  of  hii  '*  inherent,  common, 
and  equal  rights."  Now,  sir,  this  looks  very  much 
like  a  provocation  to  levolotionary  violence  to  pro- 
tect the  imputed  rights  of  "  these  proscribed  office- 
holders ',"and  if  the  strong  federalism  of  other  parts 
of  ihe  report  is  not  sufficient  to  spoil  the  democracy 
of  its  author,  the  undtsguifed  locofocoism  of  this 
must,  at  least,  brine  into  question  his  republican- 
ism, of  which  the  vital  principles  are  law,  liberty, 
and  public  order. 

It  is  in  vain,  then,  Mr.  President,  to  endeavor  to 
dif^uise  the  real  drift  and  tendency  of  this  report. 
The  passages  I  have  read  to  the  Senate — taken 
jporiim  from  every  part  of  the  report — ^prove,  be- 
yond controversy,  that  it  is  an  incitement,  through- 
out, of  the  office-holders,  by  every  motive  which 
can  be  addressed  to  the  reason  or  the  passions  of 
man,  to  exert  their  utmost  activity  and  influence  in 
the  elections  and  party  contests  of  the  day.  And 
who  are  these  office-holdere,  Mr.  President,  that  are 
held  up  by  the  report  as  the  legitimate  advisers  of 
the  People  in  the  exercise  of  their  precious  and  in- 
valuable sovereign  rights  7  I  have  already  shown 
how  gratuitous  is  the  artifice  which  would  represent 
them  as  "  honored  by  the  choice  and  confidence  of 
the  People."  No,  sir ;  they  are  chosen  by  the  Ex- 
ecutive alone,  are  removable  by  the  Ezecatlvc 
alone,  and  are,  consequently,  wholly. dependant  on 
the  Executive.  How  far  persons  standing  in  such 
a  relation  are  competeat  to  perform  the  part  of  safe 
and  patriotic  counsellors  to  the  People,  in  the  exer- 
cise of  their  electoral  rights,  let  the  Senator  from 
Missouri,  (Mr.  Benton,)  the  Senator  from  Penir- 
sylvania  ,(Mr.  Buchanan,)  and  the  present  Attor- 
ney General  of  the  United  States,  (Mr.  GauNor,) 
as  severally  quoted  by  the  Senator  from  Kentucky, 
(Mr.  Cbittbmdbn,)  jn  his  able  sneech  in  support 
of  his  bill,  give  the  answer.  In  the  celebrated  re- 
port on  Executive  patronage,  the  Senator  from 
Missouri  told  us  that  officers  deriving  their  appoint- 
ments from  the  President  would  be  animated  with 
his  spirit  and  moved  by  his  will— that  "  a  power 
over  a  man's  support  was  a  power  over  his  will.** 
The  Attorney  General  of  the  United  States,  in  a 
speech  made  by  him  during  his  service  in  Congress, 
declared  that  when  he  saw  an  office-holder  going  to 
the  polls,  he  could  not,  resist  the  conviction  that  he 
was  **  thinking  of  his  salary  and  his  bread ;"  and 
the  honorable  Senator  from  Pennsylvania,  in  a 
speech  made  by-  him  some  years  ago  in  the  other 
House,  had  told  us  that  these  **  office-holders  are 
but  the  enlisted  soldiers  of  the  Administration  !" 
Now,  Mr.  President,  it  does  seem  to  me  that  per- 
sons standing  in  such  dependant  relations  on  the 
Executive  are  not  the  most  proper  counsellors  of  a 
free  people  in  the  exercise  of  their  electoral  rights. 

I  know,  sir,  there  are  honorable  exceptions  to 
this  general  description  of  office-holders ;  that  there 
are  men  in  office  who,  however  desirable  their 
places  may  be  to  them,  would  never  consent  to 
purchase  a  continuance  in  office  by  the  sacrifice  of 
their  consciences,  or  by  unworthy  eomplianeet  of 
any  sort.  But  still  it  will  be  true,  in  general,  from 
the  very  nature  of  things,  that  those  who  fill  public 
offices  will  be  animated  by  the  same  spirit,  and 
governed  by  the  same  views,  with  the  power  which 
confers  and  can  take  away  those  offices.  More 
especially  must  this  be  the  case  when  that  licen- 
tious motto  of  party  pillage,  <Mo  the  victors  belong 
the  spoils,"  uttered  in  <*  evil  hour"  on  this  floor  by 
a  Senator  fn)m  New  York,  (Mr.  Marcy,)  in  refer- 
ence to  the  official  trusts  of  the  country,  shall,  as 
every  thing  indicates  it  will,  be  fully  carried  out  in 
practice.  One  of  the  heads  of  Departments,  indeed, 
if  I  mistake  not,  (the  Postmaster  General,)  has  in 
substance  openly  proclaimed,  in  a  letter  published 
not  long  since,  that  he  should  consider  himself  guil- 
ty of  treachery  to  his  party  if  he  appointed  to  office 
any  one  who  was  not  a  supporter  of  the  Adminis- 
tration.   1  pretend  not  to  quote  the  words;  but 


this,  according  to  the  best  of  my  reoolUcOoa.  wis 
the  substance  and  spirit  of  the  dfclantioftr^ 

Office-holders,  then,  in  geaertl,  from  the  oitm 
of  things,  and  from  the  tendency  of  the  times,  ant 
be  expected  to  be  animated  with  the  spirit,  ud 
devoted  to  the  policy  and  views  of  the  chief  KI^ 
culive  Magistrate,  from  whom,  directly  or  indiwolj 
they  derive  their  appointments,  and  on  whom  ihn 
depend  for  continuance  in  otBee.  8«iely,M  euf. 
did  and  reflecting  man  wilt  deliberaidy  ay  ihit 
persons  standing  in  this  situation  ongbt  tobelieofr 
ed,  much  less  prompted  and  encoonged,  lo  tske 
an  active  part  in  controlling  those  popslar  eketioas, 
throtigh  which  it  was  the  design  of  oorrerablieiB 
system  that  the  conduct  of  themselmud  of  their 
superiore  should  be  brought  to  the  totofaine^ 
sovereign,  and  unbiassed  public  jodgmest 

The  honorable  Senator  from  New  Jeney,ho«^ 
ever,  seems  to  think  it  a  very  great  hudaUp,  i 
violation  of  the  equality  of  oar  laws  isd  of  da 
spirit  of  the  Constitution,  that  persons  holdii^jNib- 
lic  offices  should  be  temporarily  abrid^  of  pri> 
vileges  enjoyed  and  ezereised  by  other  citimi. 
But  is  this  any  novelty  in  our  polity  or  legidaiiosl 
Does  not  the  Constitution  itself  espeeialiy  pnmde 
that  "  no  person  holding  any  ciBce  andertheUiiled 
States  shall  be  a  member  of  either  HooieofCat* 
gress  during  his  continuance  in  office ;"  ud  iho, 
that  "no  person  holding  an  office  of  tmst or pnit 
under  the  United  Slates  shall  be  appointed iiiBb- 
tor  of  President  and  Vice  President?**  Hmeue 
privileges,  and  very  high  privileges,  too,  (cspediBy 
the  first,)  enjoyed  by  all  other  citiseB8,iiid  jelik 
express  fiat  of  the  Constitution  excjades  all  pem 
holding  office  from  the  enjoyment  of  then  vhik 
they  shall  continue  in  office.    Are  offic6ho)das 
better  fitted,  or  have  they,  in  the  eye  of  rewind 
sound  policy,  any  better  right  to  erect  themidva 
into  political  guardians  snd  prompters  of  (be  ^ 
pie  in  elections,  than  to  be  their  represntitifaiid 
servants  in  the  Legislature,  from  which  we  hive 
just  seen  they  are  expressly  exclodtdby  theiaj 
letter  of  the  ConstituUon  1    The  honorable  SeaiW 
also  taid,  in  his  report,  that, "  under  the  «i«a| 
laws,  a  citizen  of  a  Stale  does  not,  by  acegy 
any  of  the  offices  under  the  Federal  GoTeraint, 
forfeit  any  of  the  rights  and  privileges  whiehbdmi 
to  him  as  a  citiaen  of  a  State."   Now,  ar.war 
as  the  legislation  of  the  Commonwealth  m  I 
have  the  honor  to  represent,  in  part,  on  this  l«r, 
is  concerned,  the  gentleman  is  wholly  dusWbi. 
By  accepting  an  office  under  the  Federal  Gotw- 
ment,  a  citizen  of  Viiginia  does  forfeit,  dori« 
continuance  in  such  office,  the  privilege  eDjorn 
by  all  other  citizens*  of  the  State,  of  cli|ibdiir« 
any  office  under  the  authority  of  theCoomoBfW 
By  an  act  of  fundamental  legislation  coeril  ^ 
the  adoption  of  the  Federal  ConsUmtion^ttdw 
preserved  in  bold  relief  on  our  statute  book, Us 
declared  that  "  no  person  holding  or  JjaPJU 
office,  &c  under  the  authority  of  the  wDit^swOi 
shall  be  capable  of  holding  any  office,  kgsiwf. 
executive,  or  judicial,  or  any  other  offi«»P»«;" 
appointment  of  trust  or  profit,  under  the  Oww- 
ment  of  this  Commonwealth."    T***"*^'^ 
less,  similar  provisions  in  the  laws  and  Uasiw 
tions  of  the  other  Sutes.  _  ,    . 

We  see,  then,  that  all  our  insatntioM,  WeiiJ 
Federal,  create  a  broad  line  of  dislittttion  brtiw 
office-holders  and  the  general  mass  w  /J""* 
They  impose  political  disqualificatioosawlt«»" 
tions  upon  the  former  during  their  coatiaiaws 
office,  from  which  the  great  body  of  thecooW 
are  exempt.  And  wisely  do  they  ^oiij^ 
exclusions  have  their  origin  in  that  stlttajPJ 
ousy  of  power  which  is  the  very  ixtstiadv^ 
principle  of  liberty.  What  does  Mr.  Ja«JJ^ 
in  that  very  passage  which  the  bonori»w^ 


tor  has  quoted  in  his  report,  apparestJy  s-^  . 
of  its  force  and  just  application  toowrttwv* 
the  wire-drawn  argnments  of  his  elaborate  w^ 
of  the  equal  rights  of  office-holdeisl  DJlSk 
tell  us  that  "  free  government  itself  tf  foWjiJ 
jealousy  1  It  is  jealousy,  not  cosiweac^^*^ 
prescribes  limited  Constitutions  to  Wad  «J»^ 
whom  we  are  obliged  to  trust  vith  P^'^Akiia 
One  of  the  most  conspicuous  ftninof^^ 
jealousy,  wherever  free  govemmealisiajj" 
restrain  all  persons  invested  with  paUiefiWB^ 


i 


eb.  1839, Al^PENDlX  TTO  TttE  CONQRESSIONA; 

25th  Cong- •••3d  Sbss.  To  prevent  the  interferenee  of  Federal  officers  in  eleeti 


ny  interference  with  ibe  free  exereise  of  the  sover- 
iga  right  of  election  by  the  People.  The  Senator 
■om  Kentucky  has  shown  ua  what  were  the  solemn 
eeUurations  of  Mr.  JeftrBen  on  this  subject  before 
is  accession  to  the  Presidency,  and  the  memorable 
irealar  which  he  caused  to  be  i^ned  in  pnrsuance 
f  those  declarations  aAer  he  entereU  upon  his  high 
atics.  He  has  also  properly  reminded  as  of  the 
mphatic  adoption  of  the  same  principle  by  Pres- 
lent  Jackson,  when,  in  his  first  inangnral  address, 
e  annoonced  to  the  country,  as  the  leadiog  branch 
f  bis  **  task  of  reform,"  "  the  correction  of  iho^e 
buses  that  have  brought  the  patronage  of  the  Fed- 
rai  Gk>vemment  into  conflict  with  the  freedom  of 
lections."  We  have  seen,  also,  what  has  been  the 
pgislation  of  that  country  (next  io  our  own,  the 
rcest  onder  the  sun,  and  from  which  our  ancestors 
wrought  with  them  so  many  of  oar  own  cherished 
DStitutions)  for  the  purpose  of  repressing  official 
nterference  with  the  freedom  of  elections. 

But  the  Senator  from  New  Jersey  seeks  to  weaken 
be  just  inflaenee  of  these  weighty  opinions  and 
^▼e  precedents  by  ascribing  them  to  some  paltry 
MNisideration  of  temporary  expediency,  rather  than 
o  the  controlling  aathority  of  great  and  enduring 
^rinciples.  Mr.  Jefferson*s  declarations,  as  well 
IS  thai  of  Gkneral  Jackson,  he  seemed  lo  intimate, 
vere  intended  mere  as  a  reflection  on  the  conduct 
>f  their  predecessors  than  as  the  annunciation  of  a 
(reat  principle  of  civil  Govern  meat 
[Here  Mr.  Wall  explained.] 
Mr.  RrvKs  resumed,  and  said :  Let  us  look  at 
he  declarations  of  Mr.  Jefienon  themselves,  and 
ihen  we  shall  understand  their  true  character  and 
import.  He  had  received,  while  the  Presidential 
sleetion  was  yet  pending,  a  letter  from  Governor 
McKean,  of  Pennsylvania,  informing  him  of  the 
niseonduct  of  certain  Federal  officers  in  that  State. 
[n  his  reply,  dated  February  2,  1801,  he  uses  this 
emphatic  language : 

**  One  thing  I  will  say,  that,  as  to  the  future, 
interferences  with  elections,  whether  of  the  Suu  or 
Gtoneral  Government,  by  officers  of  the  latter,  should 
be  deemed  cause  of  removal ;  becaase  the  constiiu- 
tional  remedy  by  the  elective  principle  becomes 
nothing  if  it  may  be  smothered  by  the  enormous 
patronage  of  the  General  Government 

The  circular  which  he  caased  to  be  issued  by  the 
leTeral  heads  of  Departments,  immediately  aAer 
Ilia  inductidn  into  office,  is  in  the  following  words : 
'*The  President  of  the  United  Stales  has  seen 
witb  dissatisfaction  officers  of  the  General  Govern* 
menl  taking,  on  various  occasions,  active  parts  in 
elections  ofthe  public  fonciionaries,  whether  of  the 
Gleneral  or  of  the  State  Governments.    Freedom  of 
SlceUons  being  essential  to  the  mutual  independence 
of  Gorernments,  and  of  the  different  branches  of 
the  same  Government  so  vitally  cherished  by  most 
of  our  Constitutions,  it  is  deemed  improper  for 
offioeis  depending  on  the  Executive  of  the  Union  to 
attempt  to  control  or  infla«*nce  the  fi^ee  exercise  of 
the  elective  tight.    This  I  am  instructed,  therefore, 
to  notify  to  all  officers  within  my  Department  hold- 
;OS  their  appointments  onder  the  authority  of  the 
President  directly,  and  to  desire  them  to  notify  to 
ill  sabordinate  to  them.    The  right  of  any  officer 
o  give  his  vote  at  elections  as  a  qualified  citizen  is 
lot  meant  to  be  restrained,  nor,  however  given, 
iball  it  have  any  efiect  to  his  prejudice ;  but  it  is 
»xpe<fted  that  he  will  not  attempt  to  influence  the 
rolea  of  others,  nor  take  any  part  in  the  business  of 
eleetioiieering,  that  being  deemed  inconsistent  with 
ihe  spirit  of  Uie  Constitution,  and  his  duties  to  it.'* 
If  ow,  Mr.  President,  do  you  discern,  or  can  any 
member  of  this  body  discern,  in  these  solemn  and 
emphatic  declarations,  the  slightest  appearance  of 
an  act  of  mere  temporary  expediency  or  of  party 
recrimination  7    On  the  contrary,  do  they  not  pro- 
claim the  non-interference  of  Federal  Executive 
offiioers  with  popular  elections  to  be  a  fundamental 
principle  of  liberty  and  the  Constitution  ;  as  "  essen* 
tial  to  the  mninal  indepeodence"  of  the  State  and 
Qeneral  Governments'*  ^  "  vitally  cherished*'  by 
Ainerican  institotfons,  ^^j  «s  indispensable,  indeed, 
lo  pieserve  from  de^u^Mioo  '^«  great  "  constitu- 
tional lemedy"  f^f^PZtive  rigbt  itself  7     CouM 
the  principle  bep/We^  "^hig^er  or  more  «acred  or 
au>rB  endnriagm^^i^P  jf  Jtt  impot^-^/^^  imdeed, 
to  iwl  rtiifr  wWf  A^^l  /  ^^ji/#  «r(4#^^^iMJipl«  of 
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Mr.  Jefifersou  without  seeing  in  them  the  saa 
steady  devotion  to,  aad  just  appreciation  of,  popi 
lar  rights,  which,  in  the  Declaration  of  Indepei 
dence,  asserted  the  right  of  election  to  be  ^'  a  rigl 
inestimable  to  freemen  and  formidable  to  tyrant 
only,"  and  which,  in  his  first  inaugural  address,  ii 
culeated  "  a  Jealous  care  of  the  right  of  election  b 
the  People,  as  the  mild  and  safe  corrective  of  abnM 
which  are  lopped  by  the  sword  of  election  whei 
peaceable  remedies  are  unprovided."  These,  si 
are  the  principles  of  a  pure,  unadulterated,  consei 
vative  democracy,  and  I  would  beg  leave  to  con 
mend  them  to  the  meditation  of  the  honorabl 
Senator  from  New  Jersey,  before  he  comes  forwai 
with  another  defence  of  the  pragmatic  rights  < 
office-holders. 

In  regard  to  the  legislation  of  England  on  tl 

subject,  the  honorable  Senator,  confining  his  vie 

to  a  single  statute,  (that  of  the  fifth  year  of  Williai 

the  3d,)  treated  it  as  a'  special  bargain  between  tl 

King  and  the  Commons,  to  procoie  supplies  for  tk 

Crown,  on  the  one  hand;  and  to  protect  certain  co 

porate  rights  of  election  held  by  the  Commons,  < 

their  constituenis,  on  the  other ;  or,  in  other  word 

as  a  tort  of  mercantile  contract,  by  which  the  Kit 

agreed,  if  the  Commons  would  grant  him  a  stipula 

ed  sum  in  taxes,  he  would  lefrain  from  interferinj 

by  his  officers,  wiih  the  election  of  the  Common 

But,  sir,  this  is  most  grossly  to  miFconccive  tl 

dignity  and  character  of  the  question,  and  lo  d 

grade  it  below  the  noble  principles  on  which  it  rest 

The  freedom  of  elections  from  official  interferenc 

as  a  principle  of  English  liberty,  is  rooted  in  tl 

glorious  revolution  of  1688,  being  intimately  coi 

neeted  both  with  the  moving  causes  aad  the  imm 

diate  results  of  that  great  event.    If  the  Senal< 

f>om  New  Jersey  will  look  at  the  bill  of  rights,  tl 

great  charter  cf  British  freedom,  solemnly  adopts 

by  both  Houses  of  Parliament  in  the  name  and  i 

behalf  of  the  nation,  he  will  find  it  specially  enum 

rated  in  the  preamUe  of  that  act,  among  the  cans 

by  which  James  the  2d  had  forfeited  the  thron 

that  **  he  had  violated  the  freedom  of  election 

members  to  serve  in  Parliament ;"  and  afterward 

in  the  body  of  the  act,  it  is  declared  as  an  integr 

part  of  "  the  ancient  rights  and  liberties"  of  tl 

People  of  England,  **  that  the  election  of  membc 

of  Parliament  oaght  to  be  free."    The  history 

the  times  shows  &at  James  the  Sd  resorted  to  i 

sorts  of  influences,  both  upon  his  Parliament  ai 

people,  to  carry  his  favorite  object  of  the  establis 

meat  of  the  Roman  catholic  religion.    Finding  l 

xisting  Parliament  intractable  to  his  purpose 

after  practising  upon  the  loyalty  of  each  memk 

whom  he  supposed  bound  to  him  by  any  tics 

interest  or  attachment,  by  sending  for  them  s 

holding  private  audiences  with  them,  separately, 

his  closet,  (a  royal  expedient,  whifeh  fii«t  gave  r 

to  the  term  closeting,  as  a  political  phrase,  a 

which  is,  periiaps,  not  without  examples  of  its  pn 

tics  in  our  own  country,)  he  determmed  to  dissol 

the  old  Parliament,  and  to  summon  a  new  one. 

oi;der  to  mould  4his  new  Parliament  to  the  desig 

ofthe  King,  all  the  resources  of  management  a 

influence  were  brought  to  bear  on  the  electioi 

Officers,  appointed  by  (he  Crown,  were  sent  to  ev( 

part  of  the  kingdom  to  regulate,  as  it  was  call< 

the  corporate  bodies  possessing  the  right  of  eho 

ing  members  of  Parliament,  or,  in  other  words, 

prepare  them  for  the  choice  of  such  members 

would  be  acceptable  to  the  Court.    Letters  w< 

written  by  the  King^  ministers  to  the  lord  Iteutt 

ants  of  the  counties,  and  other  men  of  influen 

requiring  their  aid  in  the  election  of  such  persons 

were  known  to  be  favorable  to  the  riewis  of  i 

King  -,  calling  upon  them,  at  the  same  time,  to 

certain  the  sentiments  of  the  several  candidates 

their  respective  counties,  and  to  obtain  from  th* 

pledges  to  support  the  messores  of  the  King,  in 

event  of  their  election.    All,  even  down  to  jusli* 

ofthe  peace,  who  declined  co-operation  in  this  ] 

litical  service,  were  immediately  removed  fr 

office,  and  others  of  more  pliable  character  sab 

tuted  in  their  places,  while  such  as  complied  w* 

continued  in  office,  and  promised  ftirther  promot 

and  rewards.* 

•  See  History  of  ilie  Revolution  in  England 
1688,  by  Sir  James  Maddntoib,  ch«p.  Yll. 
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25th  Cono-***3d  Sess 


To  prevent  the  interference  of  Federal  officers  in  eieciions — Mr,  Hives. 


L«t  us  8ee,  tb«n,  what  this  illustrioas  preceptor  of 
the  founders  of  AmericaD  liberty  has  said  on  the 
matter  we  ha^e  been  disca^sing.  In  the  last  chap- 
ter of  his  work,  he  is  treating  of  the  dssolution  of 
Government ;  and  among  other  wajs  in  which  that 
may  be  brought  about,  he  lays  down  the  proposition 
that,  whenever  either  of  the  grand  departments,  the 
Legislative  or  the  Executive,  acts  contrary  to  its 
trust,  the  Government  is  dissolved.  He  then  proceeds 
to  show  that  the  Executive  power,  in  attempting  to 
influence  or  control  the  election  of  members  of  the 
Legislative  department,  or  to  influence  or  control 
their  conduct  as  representatives  after  they  are  elect- 
ed, commits  a  gross  and  flagrant  violation  of  its 
trust.  The  whole  passage  is  fraught  with  the  deep- 
est wisdom,  and  should  be  written  in  living  charac>- 
ters  on  *he  altars  of  Freedom,  in  whatever  land  they 
may  be  raised.  I  beg  leave  to  read  it  to  the  Senate, 
and  to  invoke  their  serious  attention  to  every  word 
of  its  venerable  old  English  text,  for  every  word  is 
significant  and  replete  with  instruction  for  the  pre- 
sent tinr.es: 

'*  Ht*'(ibe  Executive  Magistrate)  "acts  also 
contrary  to  his  trust,  -when  he  either  employs  the 
force,  treasures,  or  oflice  of  the  society,  to  corrupt 
the  repfisentatives  and  gain  thera  to  his  purposes,  or 
openly  pre-engages  the  electors,  and  {irescribes  to 
their  c^ioice  such  whom  he  has,  by  solicitations, 
threats,  prom'ses,  or  otherwise,  won  to  his  designs, 
aad  emf'loys  them  to  bring  in  such  who  have  pro- 
mised beforehand  what  to  vot  3  and  what  to  enact. 
Thus  to  regulate  candidates  and  electors,  and  new 
model  the  ways  of  election,  what  i«  it  but  to  cut  up 
the  Government  by  tbe  roots,  and  poison  the  very 
fountain  of  public  security  7  For  the  People  having 
reserved  to  themselves  the  choice  of  their  represent* 
atives,  as  the  fence  to  their  properties,  could  do  it 
for  no  other  end  but  that  they  might  always  be  freely 
chosen,  and  so  chosen,  freely  act  and  advise,  as  the 
necessity  of  the  conmon wealth  and  Uie  public  good 
should,  upon  examination  and  mature  debate,  be 
judged  t )  require."  "  To  prepare  such  an  assembly 
as  this,  and  endeavor  to  set  up  the  declared  abettors 
of  his  own  will  for  the  true  representatives  of  the 
people,  and  the  law  makers  of  the  society,  is  cer- 
tainly as  great  a  breach  of  trust  and  as  perfect  a 
declaration  of  a  design  to  subvert  the  Government 
as  is  pcBsible  to  be  met  with.  To  which,  if  we 
shall  ad  I  rewards  and  punishments,**  (mark,  Mr. 
Presider  t,  how  similar  are  the  practices  of  power 
in  all  aq;es  and  countries,)  "  visibly  empleyed  to 
the  sair  e  end,  and  all  the  arts  of  perverted  law 
made  ns  ?  of  to  take  off  and  destroy  all  that  stand  in 
the  way  of  such  a  design,  and  will  not  comply  and 
consent  to  betray  the  liberties  of  their  country,  it 
will  be  past  doubt  what  is  doing.** 

Here  we  find,  Mr.  President,  this  great  apostle  of 
liberty,  of  American  as  well  as  English  liberty,  (for 
our  own  great  statesmen,  the  fathers  of  the  republic, 
were  his  disciples,)  asserting  the  very  doctrines 
iirhich  I  have  been  maintaining  against  the  Sen- 
ator from  New  Jersey,  declaring  that  any  inter- 
ference of  the  Executive  (whether  indirectly  through 
his  officers  and  agents,  or  directly  by  himself,  is 
immaterial)  with  popular  elections,  any  attempt 
to"preeDgage  the  electors,  and  prescribe  to  their 
ehoiee"  those  whom  they  should  elect,  is  a  fundamen- 
tal "  breach  of  trust  **— a  gross  violation  of  that  right 
cf  "  freely  choosing  their  representatives  which  the 
People  have  reserved  to  themselves,**  and  b,  in  fact, 
to  ose  his  own  energetic  and  noble  language,  "  to 
eat  up  the  Government  by  the  roots,  and  to  poison 
the  very  fountain  of  public  security.*'  It  was  in 
this  school  that  tbe  great  men  of  our  Revolution 
were  taojght  the  principles  of  liberty;  and  it  is  easy 
to  trace,  indeed,  in  tbe  very  passage  I  have  read  to 
the  Senate,  the  principles  which,  early  impressed 
on  the  mind  of  Mr.  Jefferson,  led  him  to  proclaim, 
in  the  outset  of  his  Administration,  that  noble,  self- 
denying  ordinance  which,  we  have  seen,  he  laid 
down  as  tbe  rule  of  his  own  conduct,  and  of  that 
of  all  in  authority  under  him. 

But  the  Senator  from  New  Jersey  in  his  report 
tells  Qs  that  this  is  English  doctrine^ihat  "  such  a 
plant  is  indigenous  in  such  a  soil  !*>  We  have 
seen,  sir,  that  it  is  American  doctrine,  sanctioned 
by  the  most  venerable  names  in  the  calender  of  re- 
publican statesmen,  as  well  as  English  doctrine, 
ikiiTOd  from  the  purest  souoas  of  Baglish  eoa- 


stitutiooal  freedom.  But  I  would  ask,  Mr.  Preii- 
dent,  in  what  soil  (with  the  exception  of  our  own 
favored  land)  has  the  tree  of  liberty  ever  struck 
deeper  root,  or  spread  out  larger  and  more  vigorous 
branches,  than  in  the  soil  of  England  1  Is  it  not  the 
land  of  our  glorious  ancestors,  whence  they  brought 
the  most  valued  principles  of  our  institutions,  with 
their  instinctive  love  of  freedom,  and  hatred  of  tyran- 
ny and  oppression ;  and  above  all,  that  sturdy  spirit  of 
independence  which,  if  now  revived,  would  be  the 
happiest  omen  of  the  perpetuity  of  our  liberties? 
Is  it  not  the  land  of  magnti  eharia,  of  the  petition 
of  right,  and  of  the  bill  of  rights?  Is  it  not  the  land 
of  the  habtoi  corpus,  of  the  trial  by  jury,  and  of  re- 
presentative government  itself?  Is  it  not  from  these 
monuments  of  British  freedom  that  Mr.  Jefferson 
himself  ("  the  great  apostle  of  democracy,  **  as  the 
Senator  from  New  Jersey  has  learned  to  call  him,) 
tells  us  we  have  derived  "the  materials  of  which 
our  own  happy  Government  is  constructed  ?***  And 
has  it  come  to  this,  that  principles  and  doctrines  of 
the  most  vital  importance  to  the  preservation  of  our 
free  institutions  are  to  be  scornfully  rejected  because 
they  have  come  down  to  us  from  our  English 
ancestors?  Are  Locke  and  Sidney,  Milton  and 
Hooker,  and  that  long  line  of  illustrious  sages  and 
patriots  from  whom  Jefferson  and  his  immortal 
associates  drew  their  lessons  of  political  wisdom,  to 
be  thus  dishonored  and  contemned,  and  held  as  wit- 
lings and  "  idiots,'*  I  suppose,  compared  with  the 
guiding  lights  of  modern  locofocoism  ? 

The  Senator  from  New  Jersey  also  tells  us  in  sub- 
stance that  there  is  much  less  reason  for  throwing 
up  legal  barriers  against  Executive  interference  and 
encroachment  in  this  country  than  in  England ; 
that  in  England  the  chief  Executive  Magistrate  is 
hereditary — here  he  is  elected  by  the  People  ;  and 
hence  the  Senator  would  seem  to  infer  that  he  should 
be  free  from  constitutional  or  legislative  restraints. 
But  this  very  circumstance  of  the  popular  election  of 
the  Chief  Mag i5trate,  in  another  and  more  philoso- 
phical view  of  the  subject,  creates  the  greater  ne- 
ces.sity  for  raising'  barriers  by  law  against  the  abuse 
of  his  authority ;  being  chosen  by  the  People,  he  na- 
turally has  their  sympathies  and  confidence.  They 
see  in  him  the  creature  of  their  power — the  reflected 
image  of  their  sovereignty.  They  are,  therefore, 
very  naturally  less  disposed  to  be  jealous  or  dis- 
trustful of  him,  than  they  would  be  of  an  hereditary 
Chief  Magistrate,  holding  his  existence  and  power 
independently  of  their  will.  On  the  other  hand,  the 
elective  Chief  Magistrate  himself,  relying  on  these 
natural  sympathies  and  liberal  dispositions  in  the 
popular  mind,  would  often  be  templed  to  abuse 
them ;  and,  unless  restrained  by  law,  to  venture  ou 
stretches  of  influence  or  authority  which  an  heredi- 
tary magistrate,  the  constant  object  of  public  vigi- 
lance and  jealousy,  would  be  unwilling  to  risk. 
Accordingly,  one  of  the  mo^t  liberal  as  well  as  pro- 
found political  writers  of  the  age,  one  whom  his  own 
countryman  (Talleyrand)  pronounced  to  be  a  second 
Montesquieu,  has  remarked  in  his  generally  candiil 
view  of  American  institutions,  that  public  officers 
here  are  ordinarily  "  far  more  independent  within 
their  sphere  of  action  than  the  civil  officers  of  his 
own  country  ;*'  and  from  a  reliance  on  the  sympathy 
and  indulgence  of  the  People,  whose  agents  they  are, 
they  '*  sometimes  venture  on  manifestations  of  their 
power  which  astonish  even  an  European."  "  By 
this  means,**  he  adds,  ''habits  are  formed  in  the  heart 
of  a  free  country  which  may  one  day  be  fatal  to  its 
liberties. 

These  remarks  of  De  Tocqueville  are  not  made 
with  reference  to  the  President  particularly,  but  are 
applied  to  American  public  officers  in  general.  His 
book  is  by  far  the  most  favorable  view  of  Amer- 
ican institutions  that  has  been  presented  by  any 
foreign  writer;  and  he  holds  them  up,  indeed,  for 
imitation  and  gradual  introduction  into  Europe,  as 
fares  the  different  circumstances  of  the  old  and  the 
new  world  will  admit.  The  remark  t  have  qnoted 
from  him,  thcrefoie,  coming  from  so  enlightened 
and  friendly  a  source,  deserves  at  least  the  candid 
consideration  of  every  man  who  cherishes,  and 
would  preserve  and  perfect,  our  free  popular  in- 
stitutions.   It  shows  that  we  should  not  be  content 

« See  his  letter  to  John  Vorvell.  Esq.,  in  the 
foirth  volinie  of  bis  writings. 


with  the  fact,  imponint  as  that  is,  that  our  prnciial 
public  officers  are  chosen  by,  and  are,  ai  fixed  periodt 
responsible  to,  the  People;  that  every  circomsftBce' 
may  embolden  them,  from  a  reliance  onthesyia- 
pathies  and  protection  of  the  People,  to  ventnrcoa 
unwarrantable  excesses.  The  true  lecurily'of 
freedom  is  to  throw  op,  beforehand,  barriers  by 
law  against  the  abuses  of  power,  though  it  be  con- 
ferred  by  the  People ;  aod  then  the  responsibility  of 
elective  agents  will  be  something  real  andeffecioil. 
"Ii  would  be  a  dangerous delosion," Mr.  Jeffeisoo 
has  told  us,  "  were  a  confidence  in  the  men  of  oor 
choice/ to  silence  our  fears  for  (he  safety  of  our 
nghts.**  "  In  questions  of  power,  then,  let  no  more 
be  heard  of  confidence  in  man,  bnt  bind  him  dova 
from  mischief  by  the  chains  of  Ac  ConsUtniion.'l 
And  yet  how  often  has  this  siren  song  about  tbe 
men  of  our  choice  been  sung  to  lull  ibe  jeaiousifs 
of  a  free  People,  and  to  strengthen  the  arm  of  del- 
egaied  power.  In  this  very  report  of  the  Senator 
from  New  Jersey,  the  sympathies  of  the  People  are 
constantly  invoked  on  behalf  of  the  office-holders, 
(whi>se  interference  with  their  most  sacred  rights  is 
sought  to  be  subjected  to  some  legal  restrainl,)  by 
being  told,  in  not  less  than  half  a  dozen  dolefnlfi^ 
sages,  that  these  poor"  proscribed  officers"  ire  the 
People' s  officers — *•  honored  by  the  choice  and  con- 
fidence  of  the  People!**  In  like  manner,  if  a  mea- 
sure of  the  President,  deemed  dangeroos  to  the  liber- 
ties and  best  interests  of  the  country,  is  opposed,  and 
opposed  with  effect,  the  generous  feelings  of  the 
People  are  at  once  appealed  to,  to  come  forward  aad 
sustain  the  President  of  their  choice. 

From  whatever  cause  it  has  arisen,  whe&er 
from  that  suggested  by  Dc  Tocqueville,  from  the 
operations  of  party  discipline,  from  the  political  or- 
ganization of  public  officers,  or  from  the  prerogaiiref 
conferred  on  the  President  by  the  Constitution  itself, 
or  from  all  combined,  the  fact  is  undoubtedly  true  that 
Executive  power  has  attained  a  strength  and  deffl- 
opment  here  which  it  does  not  possess  at  this  mo- 
ment in  any  other  constitutional  system  eiistin»  a 
the  world.  In  England  and  in  France,  we  knot  the 
Executive  veto  has  fallen  into  total  disuse.  Here,i! 
has  become  an  ordinary  and  habitual  resort.  In  Er- 
gland  and  in  France,  if  a  measure  of  the  Exeoiiiie 
be  defeated  by  the  Represenittive  branch  of  tlie 
aovernmenl,  ministers  resign,  and  anew  system rf 
administration,  accommodated  lo  the  views  of  ue 
Legislature,  is  formed.  Here,  a  favorite  meawie 
of  the  Executive  may  have  been  condemned  and  R- 
jecied  time  after  time,andyet  it  is  again  and^pn- 
scnledjand  urged  upon  the  Legislature  and ibenauoa 
without  the  slightest  regard  lo  the  repeated mamtesih 
tions  of  the  opinion  of  the  People  and  their  Repre**" 
tatives  against  it.  And.inlhisverymattercfeleci^M, 
the  most  vital  in  a  free  representative  Qovernoen^ 
the  interference  of  Executive  officers  (as  was  lateff. 
not  to  speak  of  other  instances,  most  publicly  swn 
in  the  two  largest  cities  of  the  Union) «  op*'»^ 
tcmatic,and  undisguised.  On  no  subject  is  iMsp«n^ 
of  liberty  in  England  more  jealously  t^a^^^" jj 
this.  Under  the  administration  of  Lo^  Northern 
the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  a  county  («  officer  app«"- 
ed  by  the  Crown)  having  written  letters  to  some « 
his  friends  recommending  lo  'hem  the snppon « 
the  ministerial  canditfate  for  Parliament  \he  matw 
was  promptly  brought  to  the  notice  ol  tbe  now 
of  Commons,  and  the  minister  showing  soimw^ 
position  to  treat  the  subject  rather  lightly,  the  new 
immediately  entered  upon  their  journals  ibejotwr 
ing  indignant  rebuke  of  the  minister,  ana  w"' 
vindication  of  the  fr-^edom  of  dictions. 

"Resolved,  That  it  is  highly  criminal  w»J 
minister  or  ministers,  or  any  other  semi«« 
Crown  in  Great  Britain,  directly  or  inditwaij" 
make  use  of  the  power  of  his  office  in  om^JT^ 
ence  the  election  of  members  of  Parliament  ;aM^ 
an  attempt  to  exercise  that  influence  is  an  , 
upon  the  dignity,  the  honor,  and  ^bc  "»^*P*f^fl,e 
Parliament,  an  infringement  of  the  "«*'*  r^^ 
liberties  of  ihe  People,  and  an  attempt  tosapiw** 
of  our  free  and  happy  Constitution." 

And,  yet,  if  a  statement  repeated  ^^^ 
of  the  pubUc  journals  of  the  country,  aw  »/ 
so  far  as  I  have  seen,  contradicted,  i»»«*^ 

tXhe  celebrated  Kentucky  resoltilioni  of  1* 
drawA  by  Hi,  Jefierson. 
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To  prevent  the  intetferenee  of  Federal  officers  in  dections-^Afr.  Rivee, 


Senate. 


d»  a  high  Execotiye  officer  of  this  Qovtnim«at 
ctively  interfered  in  an  important  election  then 
lendiBgy  by  addressing  letters  to  his  friends,  calling 
•n  theoiy  by  their  lealty  to  the  Administration,  to  rote 
teainst  an  honorable  member  of  the  other  Honse, 
filr.  LxoARB, )  who,  by  his  short  hot  brilliant 
mreer  in  Congress,  has  left  a  bright  light  on  the 
'arliameotary  annals  of  his  country,  and  lo  whom 
atnre  times  will  look  back  as  the  model  of  an  ae- 
u>inplished  legislator,  and  of  an  eloquent  and  trained 
tatesman.  Let  the  doctrines  of  the  report  now 
iod«r  consideration,  amoanting  as  they  do  to  a  bold 
astification  of  these  practices,  be  now  sanctioned, 
md  this  Execative  power,  already  so  formidable, 
einforced  by  the  organized  electioneering  activity 
>f  the  whole  corps  of  office-holders  and  of  numerous 
luxiliary  troops  of  expectants,  will  be  installed  in 
I  Tirtaal  supremacy  over  the  laws  and  Consthution 
>f  the  country. 

The  author  of  this  report,  Mr.  President,  has 
sacrilegiously,  as  he  must  pardon  me  for  saying, 
invoked  the  authority  of  the  Virginia  resolutions,  and 
report  of  1798  and  'SS,  and  has,  here  and  there, 
strangely  perverted  their  text  to  give  a  semblance 
>f  sapport  to  his  most  dangerous  doctrines.  Now,  I 
akeupon  myself  to  say,  there  never  were  two  docu- 
ments more  thoroughly  opposed,  in  iheir  whole 
spirit  and  substance,  than  this  report  of  the  Judiciary 
Commitee  of  the  Senate,  and  the  resolutions  and 
report  of  the  Viiginia  Legislature  in  '98  and  »99. 
The  object  aad  entire  drift  of  the  Virginia  report 
ind  resolutions  were  to  assert  the  rights  of  the  Peo- 
[»le  as  against  the  Government.  Tlie  whole  scope 
>f  the  report  of  the  Judiciary  Committee  is  to  main- 
lain  the  alleged  rights  of  the  officers  of  the  Qovem- 
oaent  as  against  the  People.  The  Virginia  report 
ind  resolutions  asserted  the  right  of  the  People 
freely  to  discuss  and  examine  the  merits  of  public 
tnen  and  measures,  as  the  means  ot  subjecting  the 
jtovemment  to  its  just  responsibility  to  the  People 
Phis  report  contends  for  the  right  of  the  officers  of 
\ke  €k)vemment  to  interfere  with  elections  as  a 
means  by  which  the  Peeple  will  be  inevitably  sub- 
jected to  the  undue  influence  of  the  Gevernment. 

So  far  from  there  being  the  slightest  affinity  between 
the  doctrines  of  this  report  and  those  of  the  Virginia 
i-epori  and  resolutions,  of  ^JS  and  '99,  the  identity,  on 
the  other  hand,  in  principle  and  aim,  at  least, 
!>etween  it  and  the  sedition  law,  is  most  striking  and 
instructive.    The  object  of  the    sedition  law,  as 
Hfr.  Madison  tells  us  in  the  ever  memorable  report 
>f  W,  was  to  "  entrench  the  Government  in  penal 
raatutes,"  and  so  to  control  the  free  exercise  of  **  the 
electoral  rights  of  the  People.*'   The  pervading  prin- 
ciple and  drift  of  this  report  is  to  "  entrf nch  the 
Soyernment**  inofficial  influence,  and  by  that  means 
to  control  the  free  exercise  of  **  the  electoral  rights 
>f  the  People."  The  Virginia  opposition  to  the  sedi- 
ion  law  in  ^98  and  ^99,  and  the  opposition  we  are 
low  making  to  the  fatal  doctrines  of  this  report,  in 
like  manner  proceed,  step  by  step,  on  the  same  lofky 
lod   impregnable  ground.    In  the  report  of  *99 
Id r.   Madison,  its  author,  emphatically  declared 
liat "  the  right  of  electing  the  members  of  the  Gov- 
Bpiment  constitutes  more  particularly  the  essence  of 
I  free  and  responsible  Government;"  and  it  was  to 
iaield  that  <*  great  remedial  right  of  the  People" 
Tom  the  terrors  of  penal  legislation  that  Vij^rinia 
ben   interposed  her  solemn  remonstrance.    It  is 
rom  the  same  sacred  appreciation  of  this  *<  inesti- 
nable  right/'  and  in  order  to  shield  it  from  a  still 
^ater  danger,  the  violation  of  official  interference, 
:faat  we  are  now  struggling  against  the  alarming  doc- 
trines of  this  report.    We  shall  hear  no  more  then, 
t  trnst,   Mr.  President,  of  the  sacrilegious  invoca- 
tion of  the  Virginia  principles  of  '98  and  '99,  to 
give  a  sanction  to  the  bold  and  anti-republican 
heresies  of  the  Senator  from  New  Jersey  and  of  the 
Indiciary  Committee,  of  which  he  is  the  organ. 

I  will  now  proceed,  Mr.  President,  to  say  a  word 

)?  two,  and  but  a  word  or  two,  on  the  constitutional 

]>ower  ot'  Congress  to  adopt  some  measure  with  a 

riew  to  restrain  the  ituproper  inferference  of  Ped- 

tral  officers  wirh  elections-    I  am  aware  of  the  diffi- 

sulty  ofsarisfac/oJ7/e^.  j^fion  on  such  a  subject, and 

hat  it  woaW  be  a  Z*  ^  sppropn'^te   matter  for 

IttcvA'm  supermt'o'^^  jf  the  Pfesfdgfit  would  re- 

88oe  Mr.  Memi^  \^ai^r'  Pf^^ibitiDg  the  inler- 


of  dismission  from  office,  or  would  carry  out  and 
enforce  the  principle  of  that  circular,  I,  for  one, 
would  be  content.  But  if  he  will  not  do  so;  if,  on 
the  contrary,  such  practices  are  tolerated,  not  to  say 
encouraged,  is  it  not  competent  for  Congress  to  give 
that  principle  the  sanction  and  authority  of  law  7 
My  views  would  not  extend  beyond  that.  Canaot 
Congress,  whose  power  in  the  creation  of  public 
offices  is  undoubted,  also  declare  on  what  condi- 
tions those  offices  shall  be  held  ?  Can  they  not  say 
by  law,  that  if  public  officers,  whose  places  are 
created  by  them,  shall,  "contrary  to  the  spirit  of 
the  Constitution  and  their  duties  under  it,"(to  use 
the  language  of  Mr.  Jefferson's  circular,)  interfere 
with  the  free  exercise  of  the  electoral  rights  of  the 
People,  they  shall  no  longer  hold  their  offices,  but 
that  such  conduct  shall  be  deemed  a  forfeiture  of 
them  ?  It  seems  to  me,  sir,  that  there  would  be  no 
stretch  of  power  in  this. 

But  the  Senator  from  New  Jersey  in  his  report 
tells  us  that  '*  Congress  have  no  right  to  intermeddle, 
by  law,  in  prescribing  the  qualifications  of  elector?;" 
that  the  Constitution  ol  the  United  States  declares 
that  members  of  the  House  of  Representatives 
"  shall  be  chosen  by  the  Per  pie  of  the  States,  who 
shall  have  the  qualifications  requisite  for  the  electors 
of  the  most  numerous  branch  of  the  State  Legisla- 
ture," and  also  that  electors  of  President  and  Vice 
President  **  shall  be  appointed, in  such  manner  as 
the  State  Legislatures  may  direct ;"  and  that  the 
right,  therefore,  of  prescribing  the  qualifica'ions  of 
electors  "  belongs  exclusively  to  the  States,  and  is 
withheld  from  the  Federal  Gk)vemment."  But 
what  has  all  this  to  do  with  the  question  1  Has 
any  one  proposed  to  prescribe  the  qualifications  of 
electors,  or,  in  other  words,  to  deprive  office-holders 
of  the  right  of  voting  1  On  the  contrary,  it  is  conce- 
ded on  all  hands,  according  to  the  terms  of  Mr.  Jef- 
ferson'f  circular,  that  public  officers  are  not  to  be 
deprived  of  the  right  of  voting  ;  but  the  object  is 
merely  to  restrain  them  from  interfering  with,  or  at- 
tempting to  control  or  influence,  the  free  exercise  of 
the  right  of  voting  by  others. 

But  the  report  again  tells  as  that  this  cannot  be 
done  without  **  abridging  the  freedom  of  speech 
and  of  the  press."  What  does  this  argument 
ynount  to  1  That  yon  can  restrain  no  act,  however 
oangerous  to  the  peace,  morals,  or  liberties  of  the 
country,  of  which  words,  spoken  or  written,  may 
happen  to  be  the  vehicle  or  instrument,  because,  in 
restraining  the  act,  you  may  incidentally  put  some 
restraint  on  the  medium  or  instrument  through 
which  the  act  is  done.  For  example,  we  have  just 
passed  a  law  prohibiting  the  giving  o(  a  challenge 
within  this  District  to  fight  a  duel.  Now  a  chal- 
lenge can  be  given  only  through  the  medium  of 
words  spoken  or  written,  and  may  be  given  through 
words  ^oken  as  well  as  through  words  written.  It 
follows,  then,  we  have  no  constitutional  power  to 
pass  the  law  we  have  done  for  prohibiting  chal- 
lenges within  this  District  to  fight  a  duel,  because, 
in  dising  so,  we  abridge  the  freedom  of  speech !  In 
like  manner,  bribery  and  corruption  are  perpetra- 
ted though  the  medium  of  words,  spoken  or  writ-, 
ten.  No  law  then  can  be  passed  prohibiting  bri- 
bery and  corruption,  because,  in  doing  so,  you 
abridge  the  freedom  of  speech !  I  will  put  still 
another  case.  Could  not  Congress  declare  that  if 
any  officer  of  one  of  its  courts,  judge.  United  Stales 
attorney,  or  marshal,  should  improperly  tamper 
with  a  jury  to  influence  their  verdict  in  a  cause, 
civil  or  criminal,  depending  before  them,  the  officer 
guilty  of  such  offence  should  forfeit  his  office? 
And  yet  such  tampering  would  be  through  the 
medium  of  words,  and  it  might  be  said  that  in  pro- 
hibiting it  you  were  "  abridging  the  freedom  of 
^eech  !"  These  cases  suggest,  at  once,  the  distinc- 
tion between  the  sedition  law,  the  "  raw  head  and 
bloody  bones"  of  which  have  been  flourished  so  dra- 
matically before  our  eyes,  and  such  legislation  to 
restrain  the  improper  interference  of  Federal  office- 
holders with  the  free  electoral  rights  of  the  People,  as 
I  have  supposed  might  be  found  to  be  widiin  the  limits 
of  our  constitutional  powers.  In  the  case  of  the  sedi- 
tion law,  it  was  the  "  false,  scandalous,  and  mali* 
cious  writing,"  as  described  in  the  law,  the  words 
themselves,  which  were  the  direct  and  immediate 
object  of  lqg;islative  restraint;  but  in  the  other  cases 
referred  to,  it  is  the  act  (thechnlleDfinf,  the  briberjr, 


the  tampering,  the  improper  interference)  which  is 
sought  to  be  restrained,  and  the  words  are  but  the 
mere  incident  or  casual  aocompaniment. 

But  I  will  not  dwell  on  these  things.  I  throw 
them  out  only  for  candid  consideration.  It  is  no 
part  of  my  purpose  to  argue  the  constitutional  ques- 
tion which  has  been  raised.  The  proposition  which 
I  shall  submit  leaves  that  open  for  future  and  more 
deliberate  investigation.  I  have  a  much  higher 
object  in  view.  I  desire  to  obtain,  in  some  form 
or  other,  a  negation,  a  solemn  disavowal,  by  an  act 
of  the  Senate,  of  the  most  dangerous  and  anti- 
republican  doctrines  of  this  report.  A  majority  of 
this  body,  by  ordering  a  large  number  of  copies  of 
it  to  be  printed,  before  it  was  duly  considered,  have 
given  (hastily,  I  would  fain  believe)  a  sort  of  im- 
plied sanction  to  those  fatal  doctrines.  In  some 
way  or  other,  I  trust,  that  sanction  may  be  revok- 
ed. If  the  doctrines  of  political  morality  inculcated 
by  this  report  shall  once  be  recognised  and  establish- 
ed in  this  country,  the  days  of  American  liberty  are 
numbered.  Let  it  be  understood  and  proclaimed 
(as  the  doctrines  of  this  report,  in  efiTect,  proclaimed) 
that  the  public  trusts  of  the  nation,  won  in  the  first 
instance  (if  the  favorite  motto  of  the  '*  spoils  of 
victory"  is  to  prevail)  by  party  servility,  are  to  be 
retained  by  electioneering  activity — that  partisan 
service  is  the  required  return  for  office,  as  office  is 
to  be  the  reward  of  partisan  service,  and  you  lay  at 
once,  the  foundation  of  the  most  odious  and  fatal 
despotism  which  the  mind  of  man  can  conceive — of 
a  sordid  party  despotism  far  worse  than  a  military 
despotism,  because,  though  less  fatal  to  humau 
life,  it  would  be  infinitely  more  destructive  to  human 
morals,  and  to  every  manly  and  generous  sentiment. 
Your  office-holders,  through  all  the  ranks  of  venality 
and  degradation,  would  be  banded  together  by  oiw 
common  principle  of  servility  and  devotion  to 
their  chief;  they  would  vie  with  each  other  only  in 
the  merit  and  efficiency  of  their  electioneering  ser- 
vices ;  and  amid  the  din  and  bustle  of  the  official  can- 
vas; of  committees,  caucuses,  and  conventions,  all  or- 
ganized and  directed,  secretly  or  openly,  by  the  agen- 
cy of  office-holders,  the  voice  of  the  People  would  be 
stifled,  or,  to  use  the  more  expressive  language  of 
Mr.  Jefl^erson,  "  smothei  ed  by  the  enormous  patron- 
age of  the  (Government."  Yon  would  have  yoi^r 
Pietorian  bands  of  office-holders  at  the  Capitol, 
and  your  legionary  armies  of  them  in  the  Provinces 
(for  your  sovereign  States  would  become  dependant 
provinces,)  who  would  dispose  of  the  Presidency 
as  absolutely  as  the  Praetorian  bands  and  legion- 
ary armies  of  Rome  did  of  the  Imperial  Purple. 

The  forms  of  your  Government  would  still  be 
preserved  ;  but  of  what  avail  are  the  forms  without 
the  spirit  of  free  fsovernment  ?  A  high  authority, 
indeed,  has  told  us  '*  that  the  greatest  masters  of  ty- 
ranny have  judged  the  form  without  the  spirit  of  a 
f>ee  government  more  favorable  to  their  schemes  of 
oppression,  than  all  the  authority  that  absolute 
monarchy  can  give."  Rome,  under  the  debasicg 
despotism  of  the  Caesars,  had  still  her  Senate,  and 
comtfia  or  assemblies  of  the  People ;  public  aflfairs 
were,  for  a  long  time,  still  conducted  in  the  name 
of  the  Counsul,  the  Censor,  the  Augur,  and  the 
Tribune  of  the  People.  The  forms  of  popular  elec- 
tions were  still  kept  up,  and  the  Emp«ror  himself 
was  an  elective  magistrate.  But  the  spirit  of  liberty 
was  extinct.  The  Senate  was  sunk  in  servility,  and 
the  servility  of  the  Senate  at  length  infected  the 
mass  of  the  People. 

Warned  by  these  examples,  it  becomes  us  to  keep 
alive  in  our  bosoms  that  watchful  jealousy  of  power 
and  that  sturdy  spirit  of  freedom,  which  fired  the  ' 
breasts,  and  guided  the  councils  of  our  glorious  ances- 
tors. The  doctrines  of  political  morality  inculcated 
in  this  report,  I  repeal,  Mr.  President,  are  at  war 
with  all  the  cherished  principles  of  our  republican 
fathers ;  and'^if  they  shall  once  strike  root  in  our 
soil,  they  will  be  fatal  to  the  best  hopes  of  American 
liberty.  You  have,  hastily  and  without  due  const, 
deration,  given  them  an  apparent  sanclion,  at  leasi- 
by  ordering  an  unusually  large  number  of  copies 
of  the  report  to  be  printed  for  dissemination  among 
the  People.  Let  ns  now,  in  some  way  or  other, 
perform  a  **  solemn  lustration,"  to  cleanse  ourselves 
from  the  contamination  of  doctrines  at  once  so 
hateful  and  so  dangerous.  We  can  do  §p  in  no 
manner  more  gppropiata  »n4  more  effeoi^nl  than 
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by  a  solemn  re-affirmation  of  the  principles  of  Mr. 
Jeflersoii  in  the  face  of  this  report.  Wtili  this  view 
I  have  prepared  a  resolotion,  which,  the  Senate 
will  perceive,  is  expressed  in  the  very  words  of  Mr. 
Jefferson^d  letter  to  Qovernor  Mc  Kean,  and  of  his 
memorable  circular,  (one  of  the  proudest  monu- 
ments, in  my  opinon,  of  his  principles  and  fame,) 
which  eommits  no  one  on  the  constitutional  question 
that  has  been  raised,  but  leaves  that  open  for  the 
deliberate  investigation  of  a  commitee,  and  the 
future  decision  of  the  Senate.  I  trust,  then,  (hat  all 
who  profess  themselves  disciples  of  the  democratic 
faith  will  be  happy  in  having  this  opportunity  afford* 
ed  them  of  subscribing  their  adhesion  to  the  doc- 
trines of  him  whom  the  Senator  from  New  Jersey 
himself  has  styled  '*  the  great  apostle  of  democracy." 

Mr.  RiYEs  then  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tions:* 

Whereas  "  the  constitutional  remedy  by  the  elec- 
tive  principle  becomes  nothing  if  it  may  be  smoth- 
ered by  the  enormous  patronage  of  the  General 
Government  :'*  and  whereas,  also,  *<  freedom  of 
elections  is  essential  to  the  mutual  independence 
of  the  Slate  and  Federal  Qovernments,  and  of  the 
different  branches  of  the  same  Government,  so 
vitally  cherished  by  American  institutions:'* 

Roolved,  therefore,  That,  in  the  opinion  of  the 
Senate,  it  is  highly  "  improper  fur  officers  depending 
on  the  Executive  of  the  Union  to  attempt  to  control 
or  influence  Ihe  free  exercise  of  the  elective  right." 

Resolved,  also.  That  measures  ought  to  be  adopt- 
ed by  Congress,  so  far  as  their  constitutional 
powers  may  extend,  to  restrain  by  law  the  interfer- 
ence, of  Federal  officers  with  elections,  otherwise 
than  by  giving  their  own  votes ;  and  that  the  re- 
port df  the  Judiciary  Committee  be  committed  to  a  se- 
lect committee,  with  insiruciions  to  new- model  it 
according  to  the  principles  declared  in  the  foregoing 
preamble  and  resolutions. 

*  These  resolutions,  when  subsequently  acted  on, 
were  voted  against  by  all  those,  members  of  the 
Senate  claiming  to  be  the  thorough  friends  of  the 
Administration,  and  were  consequently  rejected  by 
a  strict  party  vote. 


SPEECH  OP  Mr.  EKNNEDY,  op  MiRVLAND. 

Ja  the  House  of  Befreseniaiivest  Tues^iay,  Ftbruary 
19,  1839. — On  the  bill  making  appropriations 
for  the  civil  and  diplomatic  service  for  the  yt 
1839. 


year 


The  bill  making  appropriations  for  the  civil  and 
diplomatic  service  for  the  year  1839  being  under 
consideration  in  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
state  of  the  Union,  and  the  qnestion  being  on  the 
amendment  to  strike  out  the  appropriation  for  the 
pay  of  the  Commissioners  of  the  Navy — 

Mr.  KENNEDY  addressed  the  Chair  as  follows;: 
Mr.  Chairman :  When  I  obtained  ihe  floor  at  the 
close  of  the  last  sitting  of  the  committee,  it  was 
not  my  purpose  to  address  my  remarks  particularly 
to  the  amendment  nnder  consideration.  I  wi:shed 
to  carry  the  debate  into  a  wider  field,  and  to  look 
at  the  general  condition  of  affairs  under  ihe  present 
Administration. 

It  seemed  to  me  that  both  the  time  and  the  mode 
of  abolishing  the  Navy  Board,  which  was  the 
design  of  this  amendment^  were  singularly  inoppor- 
tune. The  House  had  neither  the  information 
proper  to  its  action  in  this  matter,  nor  the  leizure, 
so  near  the  end  of  the  session,  to  give  the  subject 
the  consideration  it  deserved.  The  debate  itself 
has  disclosed  the  want  of  accurate  knowledge 
essential  to  the  just  determination  of  the  question, 
and  has  demonstrated,  I  think,  the  impropriety  of 
acting  upon  it  at  the  present  time.  U  is  true  great 
complaints  are  abroad  against  the  efficiency  of  the 
Board,  and  opinions  unfavorable  to  its  continuance 
are  entertained  by  many  judicious  persons.  I  am 
not  insensible  to  the  weight  of  these  opinions,  and 
incline,  in  advance  of  all  inquiry,  to  think  that  the 
duties  assigned  to  the  Board  might  be  more  advan- 
tageously discharged  nnder  individual  supervision. 
As  a  practical  rule,  I  would  rather  intrust  to  a 
single  head  those  functions  which  require  much 
energy  and  judgment  for  their  performance,  than 
to  any  board,  no  matter  how  intelligent.  Still,  sir, 
Uus  is  A  ^n^tioii  of  experience ;  and  I  shonld  be 


loath,  on  the  instant,  to  assail  an  organization 
which  has  been  in  existence  for  twenty  years, 
without  the  amplest  investigation  and  advice.  I 
am  glad  to  see  that  the  House  has  fallen  into  this 
opinion.  The  resolution  submitted  by  the  gentle- 
man from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Mallory,)  ibis  morning, 
and  adopted  by  the  House,  referring  this  question 
to  the  Secretary  for  a  formal  report  at  the  ntx^  ses- 
sion, indicates  a  design  to  act  only  upon  full  intbr- 
mation,  and,  for  the  present,  must  dii<pose  of  the 
amendment. 

I  concur,  Mr.  Chairman,  in  the  remark  which 
fell  ffom  the  venerable  gentleman  from  Massachu- 
setts, (Mr.  Adams,)  that  much  of  the  complaint 
which  has  been  raised  against  the  Commissioners 
of  the  Navy  would,  perhaps,  upon  examination, 
be  found  to  lie  more  justly  at  the  door  of  tbe  head 
of  the  Navy  Department — even,  perchance,  of 
the  President  himself.  It  seldom  happens  in  a 
well-ordered  Government  that  the  subordinates  fail 
to  perform  their  duty  when  they  have  an  efficient 
head.  The  navy  has  been  sadly  in  want  of  direc- 
tion for  the  last  four  or  five  years.  No  branch  of 
the  Administration  has  been  so  much  left  to  chance, 
or  to  the  guidance  of  a  feeble  hand ;  and  it  is,  there- 
fore, not  to  be  wondered  that  complaints  should 
be  rife  against  the  management  of  this  department 
of  the  service  throughout  all  its  branches.  Some- 
thing, sir,  of  the  common  discontent  which  is  said 
to  exist  against  the  Board  is  doe  to  this  cause. 

I  still  more  cordially  agree  with  the  remark  of 
the  same  honorable  gentleman  to  whom  I  have 
just  alluded,  that  a  thorough  examination  of  each 
and  all  of  the  Departments  of  the  Government 
would  lead  to  results  eminently  beneficial  to  the 
public  welfare.  Never  was  there  an  Administra- 
tion, in  this  country  at  least,  or  perhaps  in  any 
other,  more  likely  to  reward  the  toil  of  those  who 
should  devote  themselves  to  an  investigation  of  its 
doings.  From  the  glimpses  of  abuse  with  which 
we  have  occasionally  been  favored,  we  may  infer 
a  great  amount  ef  concealed  malversation. 

Sir,  we  know  nothing  of  the  real  condition  of 
the  departments  but  from  these  glimpses.  The 
people  are  permitted  to  learn  only  by  accident  the 
state  of  the  Adminu^tration  concerns.  Now  Ad 
then  some  pampered  favorite  of  **  the  parly" — 
some  conspicuous  and  much-trusted  friend  of  the 
ruling  power— perpetrates  a  larceny  and  fliet — and 
the  fact,  too  notorious  for  concealment,  bursts  on 
the  public  view:  now  and  then  a  defaulting  sub- 
treasurer  grows  contumacious  to  the  reiterated 
supplications  and  prayers  of  the  Secretary,  and 
prefers  exposure,  with  its  profits,  to  settlement  and 
the  smiles  of  the  chief — and  thus,  again,  the  people 
are  indulged  with  a  development :  now  and  then, 
upon  the  calls  of  this  House,  in  flagrant  cases, 
which  not  even  party  hardihood  can  brave,  some 
reluctant  confession,  beyond  the  art  of  stratagem 
to  evade,  is  vouchsafed  to  the  nation— and  we 
again  get  glimpses  of  the  truth.  • 

It  seems,  indeed,  sir,  to  be  a  premeditated  plan 
of  "the  party"  in  this  House  to  resist,  upon 
various  pretexts,  these  calls  for  information  touch- 
ing the  conduct  of  the  departments  in  matters 
where  abuse  may  be  supposed  to  exist.  It  is  now 
six  weeks  since  I  myself— having  reason  to  believe 
that  some  irregularity  at  least— some  extravagance 
perhaps — or  some  favoritism  existed  ia  the  man- 
ner in  which  the  supplies  of  articles,  not  enumer- 
ated or  reported  in  the  yearly  published  contracts, 
were  furnished  to  the  different  navy  yards — sub- 
mitted a  resolution  to  call  on  the  Secretary  for 
information  as  to  the  prices  at  which  these  articles 
had  been  proeured  during  the  past  year.  It  did 
not  enter  into  my  thoughts,  when  I  submitted  that 
resolution,  to  charge  any  officer  of  the  Govern- 
ment with  intentional  abuse :  I  knew  nothing  cal- 
culated to  awaken  suspicion,  except  that  very 
extravagant  prices  were  alleged  to  have  been  paid; 
and  1  did  not  doubt  that  the  House,  respecting  the 
obvious  motive  of  the  call,  and  acknowledging  its 
propriety,  would  have  treated  it  as  an  ordinary 
movement  of  sound  and  wholesome  legislation— 
that  the  call  would  have  been  granted,  sir,  as  a 
matter  of  course.  Yet,  it  was  refused,  not  by  a 
direct  vote,  but  by  a  refusal  to  suspend  tbe  rules  ; 
as  if  the  House  could  not  afford  the  time  from 
other  business  for  this  light  matter.    I  renewed  mj 


motion  day  aPer  day,  praying  the  Hotue  to  nut 
me  this  favor.  Other  rejbtatioos  were  taken  n 
and  passed,  by  the  suspension  of  the  rales,  alm(i 
every  morning  of  the  session ;  mine  was  alvan 
refused,  and  refused  at  every  trial  by  mere  party 
voles.  I  found,  very  early,  that  the  proposiuoa 
excited  uneasiness  amongst  some  promiaeflt  friends 
of  the  Administration.  I  was  even  infoniKd  that, 
by  a  private  application  to  the  Secrets^,  I  n^i 
procure  the  information  I  wished ;  whilst  those 
who  suggested  this,  either  voted  against  my  rcsoio> 
tion,  or  refused  to  vote  at  all.  Sach  an  opposiiioa 
to  an  ordinary  inquiry,  as  I  deemed  it,  ooaU  not 
but  excite  suspicions  against  the  integrity  of  (be 
management  of  that  branch  of  service  to  which  it 
referred.  During  the  pendency  of  this  qoestioii,  I 
have  received  letters  from  different  qnanen,  vhkA 
assure  me  that  great  and  flagrant  abuse  viil  be 
found  in  the  discribuiion  of  these  onpoblisfaed  eoa* 
tracts,  whenever  the  Administration  shall  be  dis* 
posed  to  favor  the  peeple  with  a  knoviedge  o!  its 
own  proceedings. 

An  honorable  gentleman  from  KeatoeVy  (Mr. 
UNDsawooD)  has  fared  no  better  than  myself.  He 
offered,  some  days  ago,  a  resolotion  lor  inqairy 
into  the  mode  in  which  supplies  arefuroishedto 
the  army  in  Florida.  He,  too,  has  bees  deaied 
that  information  by  a  party  vote.  The  absurd  rale 
that  requires  two-thirds  of  the  Hoase  to  acrce  lo 
take  up  such  reeolutions  for  consideratioa,ha^ii 
both  of  these  cases,  enabled  the  Administraiioopiny 
on  this  floor,  although  in  a  minorily,  to  fmnut 
our  endeavors  to  learn  something  of  the  tiiuao' 
tions  of  the  Government  in  the  mattm  to  vhid 
they  referred.  It  is  apparent  that  we  msy  iadajp 
but  little  hope,  during  the  present  orgaDintioa of 
this  House,  to  penetrate  into  the  secrets  of  ihe 
Administration ;  but  the  time.  I  woald  fain  beitere, 
is  not  very  remote  when  a  searching  inspeetioii  of 
this  hidden  machinery  may  no  longer  be  piniel 
by  the  tactics  of  parly.  Another  year,  aad  ibi! 
duty  will  fall  into  the  hands  of  those  who,  vhii-  ' 
ever  may  be  their  imputed  want  of  |QalificatioDii 
other  respects,  will  not  be  chaiged,eTCn  by  tbar 
enemies,  with  a  suspected  favor  or  affection  for  4e 
delinquents.  The  fruits  of  such  an  etaainiWi 
cannot  be  otherwise  than  wholesome. 

Prom  this  investigation,  Mr.  Chaiiman,ito-  I 
ever  it  shall  be  undertaken,  I  am  not  noprcfuiw 
to  expect  the  disclosure  of  flagrant  errors  Mdms- 
deeds  in  the  management  of  the  public  coocerK 
The  calm,  impartial  judgment  of  the  cooatiyresa 
with  a  deep  and  melancholy  conscioasD«  opw 
such  an  ex(>ectation ;  nay,  sir,  efen  the  fneaj  «  | 
the  predominant  power  itself  are  ^^^^/f.  ]^ 
and  writhe  under  it.  The  errors  of  this  Adaiaiih 
traiion  are  the  necessary  products  of  that  sWe « 
things  which  brought  it  into  power.  Its  madouj 
is  n(»t  less  its  misfortune  ihau  its  fanU-attnbaiawe 
in  as  large  a  degree  to  its  waniof  «ag«aiyM» 
its  evil  inclinations:  it  is  ihenataraloffspnajw 

IKCAPACITT. 

It  is  now  just  ten  years  since  theeentiMto  , 
the  Presidential  Chair  of  the  most  remirktbtefflW  | 
of  our  times ;  remarkable  as  much  for  the  wtiiw 
properties  of  his  character,  as  for  ibesisgnlwiw 
fortune  that  attended  him  through  lift^  w  • 
of  his  election  to  the  Presidency  was  ow«,f**J 
the  ERA  OP  REFORM.  Somd"  still  affect  to  ttU«V  , 
that  name.  To  my  mind  it  is  chiefly  meaw  | 
as  the  commencement  of  a  great  delosion-a* 
posture  conducted  with  no  ordinary  •J'^^liS 
propagating  its  principles  by  troops  wp««"' 
Islamites  as  fervent,  as  obsequious,  «m  •*  J!-l 
ons  as  the  faithful  who  swarmed  bM"*  "*^ 
tesque  banner  of  the  Eastern  Prophet.  T«JT 
have  gone  by  since  that  eventful  «P^"T^'J/lJ 
years  of  various  fortune,  in  which,  it  t*  ^ 
ness  of  the  American  people  has  not  be*"  "*<^ 
we  may  confidently  affirm  that  large  imtw"* 
additions  have  been  made  to  tbeir  expeij^ 
The  occasion  afforded  by  the  discussions  «• 
committee  is  appropriate  to  a  survey  of  this ■» 
of  experience ;  and  I  propose,  sir,  chiefly  to  «^ 
my  remarks  to  that  end.  ^ 

Nq  one  can  forget  how  p«5oliarly  WjJJJ; 
is  own  fame,  and  how  eminently  ^•'"'"^^ig 


his  own  fame,  and  how  eminently 
hopes  of  the  coi 
which  General 


hopes  of  the  country,  were  the  circam$«K«"f 
•  *  ^     Tal  Jackson  was  first  pre5»W»" 
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naiion  as  a  candidate  for  the  Preaidrjicy.  The 
mtn  of  the  Revolation  were  gone ;— the  field  was 
e:owded  with  aspirants;  and  the  capital  liad  be- 
ome  ibe  seat  of  namberless  intrigaes,  or— what 
was  practically  the  same  thing— was  saspected  to 
be  so.  In  the  perplexity  of  the  public  mind,  and 
its  misgivings  lest  the  popular  will  shoald  have  less 
to  do  with  the  adjustment  of  this  question  than  the 
secret  management  of  leaders,  there  was  a  sudden 
uprising  of  the  great  mass  of  the  nation  to  take  the 
selection  of  the  Chief  Magistrate  out  of  the  hands 
of  the  politicians,  and  preserve  it  in  their  own. 
They  chose  their  candidate  in  the  great  military 
favorite  of  the  day,  even  while  he  himself  (it  was 
at  that  time  believed)  was  innocent  of  all  thought 
of  such  an  honor.  General  Jackson's  imputed 
moderation  of  political  sentiment;  his  freedom 
from  party  trammels,  so  signally  proclaimed  in  that 
famous  correspondence  with  Mr.  Monroe ;  his  ex- 
treme lenity  and  kindness  towards  the  old  Federal 
party ;  his  unbounded  personal  popularity,  founded 
on  meritorious  military  service ;  his  alleged  honesty 
and  directness  of  character,  and  bis  boasted 
knowledge  of  men— all  contributed  to  give  him  a 
position  of  irresistible  command,  and  to  more  than 
compensate  for  that  want  of  statesmanship  and  po- 
litical science  which  even  his  nearest  friends  ad- 
mitted. With  these  ascribed  qualities  of  character, 
he  rallied  around  him  not  only  the  largest  support 
of  the  People,  but  the  aid  of  the  most  powerful 
talents  in  tbct  nation.  It  was  said — and  no  doubt 
it  was  true — ^that,  in  the  event  of  his  election,  he 
might  have  called  to  the  public  service  a  combina- 
tion of  the  greatest  ability  and  influence  which  the 
country  afforded. 

At  that  time,  (C  speak  of  .the  canvass  of  1823-4,) 
we  beard  nothing  of  rbform.  The  country  asked 
no  reform ;  it  needed  none.  Thk  administration  of 
Mr.  Monroe  had  given  universal  satisfaction,  and 
the  People  did  not  doubt  the  integrity  of  their  public 
functionaries. 

At  the  first  moment  of  the  defeat  of  Qeneral 

Jackson's  election  in  the  House  of  Representatives, 

opposition  was  declared  against  the  Administration 

that  was  to  succeed — fierce,  unsparing,  relentless 

opposition.    It  was  not  directed  against  measures, 

nor  even  against  men ;  but  was  a  premeditated, 

forea vowed  hostility  to  each  and  evei^  adherent  ot 

Ibai  Administration,  and  to  each  and  every  measure 

[t  should  propose.    Its  basis  was  the  vindication  of 

Che    alleged  violation  of  the. popular  will  in  the 

shoice  ihat  bad  been  made ;  and  the  new  incumbent. 

It  was  profanely  declared  in  this  Capitol,  should  be 

issailed  .in  his  administration,  even  thongh  that 

Adaiinistratlon  should  be  "  pure  as  the  angels  at  the 

ri^ht  hand  of  Qod."    The  opposition,  therefore,  to 

lAr.  Adams  looked  to  no  reform.    Indeed,  sir,  in 

>oiiit  of  principle  and  policy,  the  administration  of 

lie  venerable  gentleman  who  now  sits  before  me 

ras  identical  with  that  of  his  predecessor.     It 

idopted   the  same  measures ;  rested  on  the  same 

general  doctrines;  was,  like  It,  economical,  cau- 

iooSy  and  conciliatory ;  and  was  sustained,  and 

;wcn  administered, by  almost  the  same  men.   What 

ras  there  in  it  to  provoke  a  zeal  for  reform  ? 

Sir,  if  the  nation  had  desired  a  reform,  it  would 

»ot  have  selected  General  Jackson.     Whatever 

T«al  qaalities  it  was  usual  to  ascribe  to  him,  all 

ronid  have  conceded  that  he  had  neither  the  cooi- 

of  temper,  the  knowledge,  nor  the  experience 

ential  to  the  composition  of  that  character.  Still, 

kowever,  as  the  second  canvass  approached,  it  fell 

tk  with  the  views  of  the  party  leaders,  that  an  im- 

»ression  should  be  made  of  something  rotten  in  the 

;tate,  and  through  this  opinion  to  enlist  an  oppo- 

:iiion  on  the  basis  of  retorm.    With  this  design, 

x>niaiittee8  were  raised  in  both  Houses  of  Congress 

o   inqaire  into  abuses.    They  made  their  reports 

vUh  ominous  denunciations,  and — ^I  think,  sir,  in 

'lew  of  what  has  transpired  since,  we  may  now 

ay— with  a  ludicrous  exaggeration  of  sundry  very 

litifol  complaints.    The  search  aAer  abuse,  not- 

vithstanding  all  thai  1^5  made  of  it  ai  the  time, 

re  may  ftdrly  tAmit  ^^  a  distinguished  failure. 

The  scheme,  boirevej*  ^ryed  its  inn,  and  Qeneral 

ackson  wasai/  sroh'    loeMmoipliosed,  or  rather 

lagnified,  into  tbe  Q^t^.  ^former. 

This  movemf^Tte^  ji^ed  a  iogblc  purpose. 

8pnsdtbmis/^%^j^Pgiion  of^^  o<>rrupUon 


in  the  existing  Government,  and  offered  an  accep 
able  flattery  to  the  chief.  It  gave  him  a  positio 
of  peculiar  veneration  with  the  People.  His  ele< 
tion  was  heralded  as  a  coming  glory— a  mission  < 
political  regeneration — and  be  was  looked  upoi 
in  some  sort,  as  a  predestined  instrument  of  m 
tional  blessing.  He  was  proclaimed  *'  the  R4 
former,"  fwr  eaeeetfcnet;  and— in  the  very  nov< 
and  classical  phrase  of  the  stump-orators  froi 
Maine  to  Missouri — came,  as  a  second  Hercule 
to  sweep  out  the  great  Augean  stable  of  the  Goi 
ernment.  It  was  then,  sir,  a  favorite  theme  to  d< 
claim  against  the  abnye  of  patronage,  and  the  se 
vllity  of  the  press :  we  often  heard  of  the  extravi 
gance  of  the  administration,  and  of  the  loose  supe 
vision  of  the  Treasury.  The  par(y  evolutions  < 
that  date,  the  Congressional  reports  and  speeche 
the  newspaper  dissertations,  all  bear  evidence  1 
the  flood  of  patriotic  and  virtuous  horror  whic 
burst  forth  from  the  bosoms  of  the  reformers  at  tt 
profligacy  of  the  Government,  in  adding  sixty  < 
eighty  thousand  dollars  to  the  national  expenditur 
and  allowing  nineteen  hundrtd  to  Mr.  Pleasants  U 
his  expenses  as  bearer  of  despatches  to  Rio  I 

In  the  same  tone  of  feeling,  and  in  accordan< 
with  the  design  of  the  authors  of  the  movemeo 
General  Jackson  lost  no  time,  after  his  election,  1 
communicate  the  great  purport  of  his  newly-coi 
ceived  mission,  with  eve^  solemnity  which  ofiici 
authority  could  throw  around  it.  The  portentoi 
words  were  spoken  in  the  inaugural  from  the  porti< 
of  this  Capitol — 

**  The  recent  demonstration  of  public  sentimei 
inscribes  on  the  list  of  Executive  duties,  in  chara 
ters  too  legible  to  be  overlooked,  thb  task  of  ft] 
poRM  \  which  will  require  particularly  the  corre 
tion  of  those  abuses  which  have  brought  tl 
patronage  of  the  General  Government  in  confli 
with  the  freedom  of  elections,  and  the  counteracti< 
of  those  causes  which  have  disturbed  the  rightf 
course  of  appointment,  and  have  placed  or  coi 
tinned  power  in  unfaithful  or  incompetent  hands 

Soon  after  this  oracular,  and,  to  the  great  bo< 
of  the  country,  startling  announcement,  we  we 
made  acquainted  with  3ie  specific  abuses  to  whit 
thl»prBoinft-knife  of  reform  was  to  be  chiefly  ai 
most  industriously  applied.  The  regular  aanu 
message,  at  the  opening  of  the  first  Congress  und 
the  new  Administration,  is  full  of  the  grand  desig 
This  pap^r  was  matured  in  an  interval  of  leisur 
it  was  skilfully  and  carefully  composed,  and  mi 
be  deemed  the  authoritative  rescript  of  reform, 
professes  to  emit  the  light  wherein  the  Admin: 
tration  was  to  walk,  and  to  lay  down  the  map 
its  great  working  plan.  In  that  document  y< 
shall  find  the  President's  mind  occupied  with  fo 
prominent  reforms,  which  are  treated  as  cardin 
in  the  creed  of  freedom  indispensable  to  the  exi^ 
ence  of  pure  goverament,  not  less  than  vital  to  t 
cause  of  republicanism.  I  will  not  stop,  sir,  to  re 
more  than  a  few  passages  from  this  message ;  b 
I  invite  members,  at  their  leisure,  to  give  the  wh< 
of  it  a  careful  perusal.    Its  meditated  reforms  ai 

1st  In  the  mode  of  electing  the  President,  a 
his  re«eligibility  to  ofilee— the  plan  recommend 
being  to  "  remove  all  immediate  agency  (of  t 
Electoral  College  and  House  of  Representatives) 
the  election  of  the  President  and  Vice  President 
and,  '*  in  connexion  with  such  an  amendment, 
limit  the  service  of  the  Chief  Magistrate  to  a  silt 
term  of  either  four  or  six  years.'* 

9d.  In  the  disqualification  of  membere  of  d 
ffress  for  office,  at  the  appointment  of  the  Preside 
m  whose  election  they  may  have  been  officia 
concerned. 

3d.  In  the  principle  of  appointing  to  office, 
the  language  of  the  message,  **  solely  for  the  hem 
of  the  People,"  and,  "  by  a  general  extension 
the  law  which  limits  appointments  to  four  yean 
to  lessen  the  liability  of  encumbering  the  Govt) 
ment  with  men  who  cannot,  ^  for  any  length 
time,  enjoy  office  and  power  without  being  mora 
less  under  the  influence  of  feelings  unfavorabla 
the  faithful  diachaige  of  the  public  duties ;"  aid 

4th.  To  establish  a  strict*  accountability  in  I 
public  aervants,  and  a  rigid  supervision  f  1 
Treasury ;  in  reference  to  which,  the  attention 
Congress  was  invited  to  the  inquiry  as  to  '*  wl 
offices  might  be  dispensed  with,  what  ezpea 
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power  are  heaping  upon  our  tablet  piles  of  bilU  to 
guard  them  against  the  felonies  of  their  political 
brethren,  vainly  attempting  to  cast  upon  the  law 
the  irregularities  that  have  grown  out  of  their  neg- 
lect, or  I  heir  incapacity  to  administer  it. 

Thus  ends  ibis  farce  of  Reform !  It  has  sunk 
into  insignificance ;  it  has  left  no  memory  behind 
it  but  that  of  a  hypocritical  and  wicked  fraud— a 
trick  of  imposture — a  thing  to  joggle  with.  As  a 
scheme  of  amendment,  it  was  a  ridiculous  abortion ; 
as  a  device  of  party  tactics,  it  was  below  contempt. 
The  august  patron  of  pure  government,  the  conser- 
vator of  the  public  morals,  the  predestined  and 
fore-announced  Reformer  of  a  backslidisg  genera- 
tion, has  been  overmatched  by  the  sedaotions  of 
Satan,  and  has  fallen  into  communion  with  the  un- 
clean thing.  He  has  even  trafficked  in  the  great 
and  the  small  iniquities  which  became  to  denounce. 

Mr.  Chairman,  whiht,  from  this  view  of  the 
movement  to  which  I  have  referred,  it  is  evident 
that  General  Jackson  has  been  singularly  unlucky 
as  a  Reformer,  I  will  not  deny  to  him  a  reputation 
quite  as  prominent,  and  infinitely  more  miscbiev- 
ou;; — that  of  an  innovator  ;  for  innovator  he  was 
in  the  broadest  and  worst  sense. 

His  administration  was  one  of  ceaseless  change: 
change,  sometimes  stealing  along  in  noiseless  ad- 
vance, sometimes  bursting  forth  in  bold,  open-day 
achievement ;  one  while  sweeping  with  the  breath 
of  spring,  at  another  with  the  n^e  and  havoc  of  the 
tornado.  We  bad  ever  change  of  men,  change  of 
measures,  change  of  principles.  Tbe  pervading 
characteristic  of  that  most  anomalous  and  extraor- 
dinary administration  was  mntation — uncertainty — 
experiment.  It  lived  in  perpetual  motion,  defying 
ail  hope  of  repose ;  it  rejoiced  in  turmoil,  and  re- 
velled in  paradox.  Those  who  followed  it  were 
forever  ignorant  of  their  whereabout ;  they  knew 
DO  rest  for  the  soles  of  their  feet — they  travelled 
over  quicksands.  The  idea  of  political  consistency 
never  entered  the  Presidents  head — he  had  no  per- 
ception of  the  meaning  of  the  term.  His  idol  was 
his  popularity,  and  whatever  sustained  that  consti- 
tuted the  theory  of  his  conduct.  It  was  his  boast, 
his  glory,  his  perpetual  aim.  His  dream  was  popu- 
larity, his  motive  was  popularity,  his  defence  was 
popularity.  Not  that  popularity  which  submissively 
trails  after  the  public  wilt,  and  humbly  essays  to  do 
the  public  bidding ;  nor  that  nobler  motive  which 
studies  the  country S  good,  and,  by  an  ai^siduous 
devotion  to  the  duties  of  station,  seeks  the  applause 
of  its  own  conscience  and  the  approbation  of  vir- 
tQous  men  ;  but  a  domineering,  wayward,  arrogant 
popularity — ^an  impatient,  hectoring  assumption  of 
tbe  right  to  lead,  which  repudiates  all  law,  despises 
all  observance,  and  maintains  its  supremacy  by 
personal  and  party  force. 

In  General  Jackson,  his  popularity  was  the  means 
by  which  he  increased  his  power ;  and  his  power 
was  used,  in  torn,  to  enlarge  his  popularity.  With 
consummate  skill  (for  I  do  not  deny  to  him  great 
foresight  and  management)  he  turned  alt  the  resour- 
ces of  his  position  to  the  strengthening  of  this  his 
most  cherished  attribute.  The  very  boldness  of  his 
designs  seemed  to  fascinate  the  public  admiration  : 
he  dazzled  the  popular  mind  by  that  fearlessness 
which  we  were,  for  a  time,  accustomed  to  interpret 
as  a  proof  of  his  honesty  and  uprightness  of  purpose. 
Least  of  all  men  was  he  suspected  of  dissimulation ; 
and  yet  I  am  persuaded  a  more  skilful  dissembler 
never  occupied  high  station  in  our  country.  He 
flattered  the  People  with  the  address  of  a  practiced 
courtier,  startled  and  amused  them  by  the  thunder^ 
claps  of  his  policy,  identified  his  success  with  the 
gratification  of  their  favorite  passions,  grappled 
himself  wiih  wonderful  adroitness  to  the  predomi- 
nant sentiments,  wishes,  and  prejudices  of  tbe  great 
and  massive  majority — and  became  a  monarch,  an 
autocrat,  by  the  sheer  concentration  of  republican 
suffrage. 

This  power  he  wielded  with  a  stem  and  inexora- 
ble temper  of  proscription  against  all  who  did  not 
bow  down  to  his  authority,  and  worship  him  as  the 
embodiment,  the  incarnation  of  the  Popular  Sover- 
eignly. He  was  the  fountain  of  hontr,  the  arbiter 
of  disgrace,  holding  the  political  fortunes  and  hopes 
of  his  followers  at  his  own  capricious  disposal. 
The  most  indulgent  of  friends,  the  most  ruthless 
of  enemies,  there  was  no  delinquency  of  the  one 


that  he  could  not  overlook ;  there  was  no  ofi'ence 
in  the  other  so  trivial,  that,  when  occasion  ofl^ered, 
he  would  not  visit  it  with  vindictive  punishment. 
He  who  could  not  only  telerate,  but  sustain,  protect, 
and  reward  the  troops  of  greedy  parasites,  the  de- 
faulters, tbe  public  plunderers,  that  thronged  his 
hall  in  the  guise  of  friends— men,  some  of  whom 
were  notorious  for  the  derangement  of  their  ofiScial 
accounts— could,  nevertheless,  pursue,  with  unpre- 
cedented animosity,  an  unwary  trespasser  upon  the 
Grovernment  treasure— a  small  defaulter  of  some 
three  thousand  dollars — and,  for  years,  delight  him* 
self  with  the  sufferings  of  his  victim.  He  could 
continue  to  heap  upon  this  man  fresh  indignity, 
disgrace,  and  pain,  even  beyond  a  rigorous  judicial 
sentence,  until  the  humanity  of  the  natioa  at  last 
revolted,  and  cried  out  *'  For  rhame  1**  This  could 
he  do,  because  the  unfortunate  subject  of  his  wrath 
had,  in  an  evil  hour,  ventured  to  exercise  the  privi- 
lege of  a  free  citizen,  and  express,  in  a  public  jour- 
nsl,  his  disapprobation  of  the  measures,  and  bis 
doubts  of  the  political  integrity  of  the  Imperial 
Republican  Chief. 

With  such  a  temper,  and  such  power  in  the  Ex- 
ecutive, what  considerate  citizen  of  this  land  had 
not  motive  to  pause,  and  look  with  distrust  and  fear 
to  the  future  1  Sir,  the  events  that  have  taken  place 
under  that  rule  have  fully  justified  the  worst  forebod- 
ings of  those  who  watched  its  progress.  A  great 
and  vicious  revolution  was  accomplished  in  the 
character  of  this  Government— one  which  shall 
render  the  name  of  its  author  forever  famous  in  our 
annals. 

General  Jackson *s  first  term  was  occupied  in  the 
practice  of  those  arts  by  which  his  popularity  was 
extended  and  confirmed.  It  was  a  period  of  pre- 
paration and  marshalling  of  forces.  No  one  who 
reads  the  history  of  that  period,  in  the  Executive 
communications  and  in  the  ofiicial-press  comnif  n- 
taries  of  the  day,  will  fail  to  be  struck  with  the  ex- 
treme profession  of  reverence  for  the  popular  will 
which  every  where  speaks  in  the  language,  or 
breathes  in  the  spirit  of  these  emanations  from  the 
Chief  Magistrate.  Some  such  declarations  as  the 
following  ever  meet  the  tye  in  the  perusal  of  these 
papers: 

"  I  regard  an  appeal  to  the  source  of  power,  in 
all  cases  of  real  doubt,  and  when  its  exercift  is 
deemed  indispensable  to  the  general  welfare,  as 
among!>t  the  most  sacred  of  all  obligations."— Mes- 
sage of  18S9. 

**  I  know  no  tribunal  to  which  a  public  man  in 
this  country,  in  a  case  of  doubt  and  difilculty,  can 
appeal  with  greater  advantage  or  more  propriety, 
than  the  judgment  of  the  People."— Message  of 
1830. 

The  frequent  reiteration  of  sich  sentiments  could 
not  but  inspire  confidence  and  trust  in  the  Executive 
—amongst  all  those,  especially,  whose  preconceived 
opinion  of  the  President's  uprightness  prepared 
them  to  indulge  the  kindest  feelings  towards  his  suc- 
cess. This  constant  recurrence  to  the  source  of 
power  was  a  gentle  flattery,  well  contrived  to  put 
the  People  ofif  their  guard.  It  has  ever  been  the 
trick  of  ambition,  from  the  days  of  Cae^r  to  our 
own.  With  all  this  display  of  respect  for  the  pop- 
ular will,  no  man  ever  held  that  will  in  greater 
contempt,  when  it  came  in  conflict  with  his  own, 
than  the  late  President.  Sir,  if  you  desire  the  proof 
of  it,  you  shall  find  it  not  only  in  the  heady  current 
of  his  life,  but  in  the  whole  course  of  that  battle 
with  the  legislative  power  which  marked  his  career, 
his  perpetual  veto  of  the  representative  action  in 
the  internal  improvement  bills,  the  bank  bill,  the 
land  bill— all  forbidden  in  the  face  of  targe  majori* 
ties  of  the  direct  Representatives  of  the  People- 
notoriously  in  the  face  of  the  popular  judgment 
and  wish  of  the  day.  You  shall  see  it  in  the  famous 
removal  of  the  deposites ;  in  the  refusal  to  restore 
them  ;  in  that  high-handed  measure  of  holding  back 
the  land  bill  when  it  was  known  that  two-thirds  of 
both  Houses  would  have  passed  it  in  spite  of  the 
veto ,  and,  above  all  other  acts  of  contumacy  to 
public  opinion  and  popular  will — the  cap-sheaf  of 
his  waywardness— his  pocketing  (as  it  has  been 
significantly  termed)  of  the  bill  for  the  repeal  of  the 
Treasury  circular. 

Sir,  it  was  this  hostility  to  popular  control  that 
led  Qtn,  Jackson  to  that  aystematio  assattU  iipoa 


H.oflUt 

the  structure  of  this  Gov^eorwhi^ Tbi. 
termed  a  revolution,  and  which  ended  mAi'nZ 
subversion  of  some  of  the  most  importSBl rniadiS 
of  the  Constitution.  His  scheme  ir«  to  aSS 
the  Executive  power  and  to  depress  the  LecSt 
In  the  Executive  power  he  saw  and  felt  the  soom 
of  unlimited  popularity ;  in  the  Legislitinbe  vti 
aware  of  a  constant,  jealous  goanliaiiship  mum 
encroachment,  that  restricted  bisfootsteM  to  auik 
in  which  he  had  no  patience  to  walk.  The  ooe 
Was  the  parent  of  patronage,  reward,  and  piiti»i 
alUance ;  the  other  a  surly  warder  of  popaiarrighiL 
whose  appropriate  duty  lay  in  curbiagthe  exeoisTe 
spirit  of  an  ambitions  chief. 

I  have  said,  sir,  that  General  Jackson's  fim  ton 
was  employed  in  marshalling  hii  foices.  Hh 
second  is  distinguished  by  the  developmenisofhii  i 
skill  in  using  them.  Immediately  after  his  I^ele^ 
tion,  a  principle  of  yut  import  aiui  signifieaaee  wis 
announced  to  the  country,  with  all  the  aBthorii; 
which  an  Executive  comma nicatioa  ooaldeoafer 
upon  it.  The  scope  of  this  principle  vas  to  set 
Congress  at  defiance  by  assomiog  for  the  BiMaiifc, 
not  only  an  independence  of  tbe  L^iare,  bat 
even  a  snperioritjf  over  it.    It  wu  declared  that- 

The  President  was  the  represestatire  of  the 
American  People— co-eqaal  with  the  Legidttiie 
power,  accountable  to  the  People  aadaottoOoa- 
gress  for  its  acts :  | 

And  a  corollary  was  dedoeed  from  this* 

That  the  elections,  being  appeals  to  the  Ptofle^ 
were  to  be  interpreted  u  expositionf  of  the  paUie 
judgment  In  favor  of  ftbe  great  Bepremtaiin 
Chief,  and  were  to  be  taken  as  confirmaiioosofall 
his  acts,  principles,  and  opinions. 

"  It  will  be  for  those  in  whose  behalf  ve  ill  ki,*' 
says  the  President,  in  his  first  Message  afler  hit  l^ 
election,  when  gtving.his  reasons  fur  settiBgiaiie 
the  decision  of  the  Honsc  of  Etepresentatires  ii 
favor  of  retaining  the  deposites  in  the  bank,  *<» 
decide  whether  the  Exccative  departmeat  of  ik 
Gk>vemment,  in  the  steps  which  it  has  Ukea  oa  tto  | 
subject,  has  been  found  in  the  lineof  itsdaiy." 

In  that  appeal  to  the  people,  against  GoBfros,  it 
the  first  dawn  of  this  new  theory  o(  Execoiifepoi- 
er.  It  was  mere  fully  annoanced  aftenrard^  ii 
the  famous  "  Protest"  of  April  followiajj. 

"The  President,"  it  is  there  declared,  «ii k 
direct  representative  of  the  American  Pwpfe' 
And,  again : 

"  The  Legislative  power,  subject  to  the  (jmfiW 
negative  of  the  President,  is  vested  in  the  Ooap* 
of  the  United  States,  composed  of  the  Seaiteisd 
House  of  Representatives.  The  Eiecniiw  pow 
is  vested  exclusively  in  the  Presidest,  except iK 
in  the  conclusion  of  treaties  and  in  certain apfO»  | 
meats  to  ofllce.  be  is  to  act  with  the  adfice  m 
consent  of  the  Senate.  The  Judicial  poteris  i* 
ed  exclusively  in  the  Sapremeand  other  coama 
the  United  States,  except  in  cases  of  inpef**^ 
for  which  purpose  the  accusatory  power  is  ^m 
in  the  House  of  Representatives,  and  that  of  kg 
ing  and  determining  in  the  Senate.  Bat,  aliM 
for  the  special  purposes  which  have  been  mcatwtj 
there  is  an  occaiaional  intermixtare  of  the  po«n" 
the  different  departments,  yet,  with  ***.^*J2 
each  of  the  three  great  departments  is  i»*5I!a 
of  the  others  in  its  sphere  of  action,  *'MiV|'J 
deviates  from  that  sphere,  is  not  respoasibk"" 
others  further  than  it  is  expressly  "«^«  *jl" 
Constitution.  In  trery  other  respect,  eachofi* 
is  the  co-equal  of  the  other  two,andallircs«J" 
of  the  American  People,  without  power  if  njj? 
control  or  censure  each  other  in  their  scrnce  of  "■■ 
common  superior,  save  only  in  the  """^f*?! 
the  degree  which  that  superior  has  prescnW. 
Protest,  April,  1834.  ^^ 

The  President  having  thus  assumed  a  pj" 
which  enabled  him  to  defy  the  inspcctionofcw^ 
of  the  Legislature ;  having  thus  «*""P!** JJ^ 
from  all  accountability— except  in  the  lap''^ 
ble  form  of  impeachment^to  the  Represcsw^ 
of  the  nation,  and  invested  himself  with  •"■•"J^ 
ed  and  hitherto  unheard-of  pretension «»^J*T^ 
acter  of  a  direct  Supreme,  Naltoaal  R^P'^^JJJ 
his  next  step  was  to  strengthen  his  vsatagegT 
by  defences  that  aboQld,  with  no  less effiO^i^'S 
the  subordinate  functionaries,  throegh  .^^ 
measaret  wtrt  earned  tnio  effeci,  from  Hw^ 
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posed  accoantability  to  the  Ltgtslative  power.  It 
was  very  evident  that  the  Executive  had  gained  bnt 
half  a  conqoest  whilst  its  agents  were  exposed  to 
that  snpervisioil  of  the  Legislature  which  might 
firti^ten  them  from  their  party  allegiance  to  their 
ohief.  To  protect  them  against  this  supervision  re- 
quired a  still  broader  pretension  than  the  last,  and 
thence  arose  that  famous  doctrine  of  Executive 
Unity  and  Respoitsibility,  which  figures  so  conspic- 
uously in  the  promulgation  of  the  new  creed  of  the 
second  term.  In  this  creed  the  Executive  is  a  unit, 
and  in  the  President  alone  rests  all  the  responsibility: 
the  officers  of  Gk)vemment  are  but  the  creations 
of  his  will ;  the  agents  for  the  performance  of  his 
duty  ;  accountable  to  him,  and  to  no  one  else. 

*'  By  the  Constitution'*  (I  read,  sir,  again  from 
the  Protest)  "  the  Executive  power  is  vested  in  the 
President  of  the  United  States.  Among  the  duties 
imposed  upon  him,  and  which  he  is  sworn  to  per- 
form, is  that  of  taking  care  that  the  laws  be  laith- 
fuUy  executed.  Being  thus  made  responsible  for 
thf!  entire  action  of  the  Executive  department,  it  was 
but  reasonable  that  the  power  of  appointing,  over- 
seeing, and  controlling  those  who  execute  the  laws 
— a  power  in  its  nature  executive— ^ould  remain 
in  his  hands.'' 

And  once  more,  in  the  same  paper : 
''The  whole  Executive  power  being  vested  in  the 
President,  who  is  responsible  for  its  exercise,  it  is  a 
necessary  consequence  that  he  should  have  a  right 
to  employ  agents  of  bis  own  choice  to  aid  him  in 
the  performance  of  his  duties,  and  to  discharge  them 
when  he  is  no  longer  willing  to  be  responsible  for 
their  acts." 

True  to  this  theory  of  Executive  duty  and  power, 
and  very  distinctly,  sir,  to  my  mind,  denoting  y 
parentage,  we  have  seen,  on  a  late  occasion,  the 
Postmaster  Gkneral  favoring  the  country  with  a 
practical  commentary  upon  its  meaning.  I  will 
beg  to  read  a  passage  from  his  answer  to  the  appli- 
cation for  a  mandamus  in  the  case  of  Stockton  A 
Siokes. 

"The  Executive,"  says  Mr.  Kendall,  "  is  a  unity. 
The  framers  of  the  Constitution  had  studied  history 
too  well  to  impose  on  the  country  a  divided  Ex- 
ecutive. The  executive  power  was  vested  in  a 
E^^ident.  The  executive  officers  are  his  agents, 
for  whom  he  is  held  responsible  by  the  People, 
whose  agent  he  is.  The  acts  of  the  executive  offi- 
cen  are  the  acts  of  the  President.  Constitutionally 
he  is  aa  responsible  for  ihem  as  if  they  were  done 
by  himself,  though  not  morally." 

Now,  sir,  it  IS  evident  that  this  accountability  of 
the  subordinate  officers  of  this  Government  to  the 
President  is  altogether  incompatible  with  their  re- 
sponsibility to  the  National  Legislature,  or  even  with 
:heir  liability  to  be  inspected  or  examined  by  that 
LfCgislature.  All  responsibility  is  converged  upon 
the  President,  and  he  being,  according  to  the  theory, 
the  representative  of  the  People,  is  accountable 
>Dly  to  them,  and  not  to  his  mere  co-eqoal— or, 
more  properly  speaking,  in  the  spirit  of  these  as- 
sncnptions,  bis  inf«rior-»the  Legislative  body,  com- 
posed as  it  is,  of  bnt  fragment  representations  of 
:hat  same  People. 

mrhen  we  add,  Mr*  Chairman,  to  all  these  pre- 
:en9ions  that  kindred  claim  with  which  this  nation 
wsLS  SO  familiar  in  the  palmy  days  of  Jacksonism 
—the  claim  to  interpret  the  laws  as  the  President 
inderstood  them,  without  respect  to  jodieial  au- 
horitjr,  legislative  exposition,  or  prescriptite  usage, 
>nt  solely  as  the  Chief  Magistrate's  green  or  ripe 
udgment,  his  passion  or  his  intellect  might  suggest 
— when  we  add  this  pretension  to  the  rest,  we  have 
a  scheme  of  power  so  comprehensive  for  every  pur- 
pose of  misrule  and  corruption  as  to  leave  the  most 
absolute  cravings  of  despot  ambition  nothing  to 
lesire  in  the  construction  of  the  framework  of  a 
Government  that  might  crush  every  principle  of 
Teedom  in  our  Constitution  worth  contending  for. 
rhe  wit  of  man  coaM  not  devise  a  plan  of  encroach- 
nent  upon  reguiated  U})eTty  more  insidious,  pro- 
gressive, and,  fina/i/,  m^rs  sure  to  end  in  absolutism 
han  this  Ibsveso  cifp^fHy  brought  into  review. 
Safed  upon  an  iaipef^  f^^palarity,  (for  no  Presi- 
lent  hut  one  80  a/Q^^a^n^  the  peopled  deroiion 
:oa]d  haveadvajteMjf^J   jp  i^'^petiloos  career,) 
t  assarwff/br^^'^  ^5^'Wf  '"^'''^W/Wr first,  a 


pendent  of,  the  Legislature ;  then,  a  right  to  regai 
the  result  of  the  elections  as  a  popular  ratificaiic 
of  Executive  conduct ;  then,  a  constructive  ai 
exclusive  responsibility  for  all  subordinate  officer 
and,  finally,  the  independent  interpretation  of  tl 
laws.  The  result  of  all  is,  to  give  to  this  republics 
nation  a  Chief  Magistrate  of  more  power  and  le 
real  responsibility,  of  broader  range  for  mischie 
ons  ambition,  and  greater  capacity  for  harm,  thf 
may  be  found  in  any  constitutional  monarch 
modern  times.  Sir,  these  doctrines  have  sprung  o 
of  the  very  insolence  of  power :  they  are  the  hin 
marks  which  trace  the  victory  of  a  proud  chi 
over  the  rights  and  laws  of  a  subdued  country — 

Till  conquest  unresisted  ceased  to  please, 
And  riglus  aabmitted  left  him  none  to  seize. 

These  assumptions,  Mr.  Chairman,  were  n 
mere  political  abstractions.  They  were  acti' 
elements  in  all  the  workings  of  the  late  Administr 
lion.  They  coubtituted  the  machinery  by  wbi< 
the  grossest  abuses  in  this  Government  were  e 
gendered  and  screened  from  the  observation  of  tl 
public  eye.  To  them  may  be  traced  that  abunda 
fruit  of  corruption  which  is  now  just  beginning 
show  its  hideous  rottenness.  Let  any  one  turn  bai 
to  the  history  of  '*  The  Investigation,"  as  it  is  ca! 
ed — "  The  Concealment'*  would  be  its  better  nan 
— of  1837.  There  let  him  read  the  President's  r 
fusal  to  answer  interrogatories  as  to  the  conditl< 
of  the  Departments,  and  his  claim  to  be  exempt 
from  question  unless  specific  charges  were  exhib 
ed.  Let  him  reflect  upon  the  President's  arroga 
arraignment  of  members  of  this  House  for  the 
freedom  of  speech  in  the  debate  that  preceded  tl 
appointment  of  the  commiiue ;  the  order  to  tl 
cabinet  officers  to  disregard  the  mandate  of  the  cor 
mittee,  and  their  consequent  refusal  to  answer ;  tl 
claim  to  protection  from  this  examination  set  up  I 
the  President  and  his  Cabinet,  upon  tho  plea  of  pi 
vilege  against  self-inculpation ;  the  lyrsonal  ii 
munity  asserted  by  them  against  the  search  f 
papers ;  and,  finally,  the  impudent  defiaace  of  tl 
committee  by  the  Postmaster  Gfneral.  Let  any  mi 
turn  to  these  proceedings,  so  recent,  so  vivid  in  tl 
recollection  of  the  nation,  and  he  will  at  once  1 
able  to  trace  out  the  impression  of  this  new  poli 
cai  philosophy  on  every  feature  of  that  remarkat 
incident. 

It  will  be  remembered,  too,  sir,  that  these  do 
trines  are  altogether  of  recent  date*-(he  coinage 
the  last  Administration.  Never  before,  in  t! 
history  of  this  Government,  have  they  been  assert 
in  theory  or  developed  in  practice.  They  are  utter 
without  precedent  or  color  of  former  example,  i 
I  have  said,  sir,  they  owed  their  origin  to  the  necc 
sities  of  General  Jackson's  scheme  of  administr 
tion — a  scheme  whose  fatal  aim  was  the  prostratit 
of  every  department  of  this  Government  before  tl 
Executive.  It  is  curious  to  note,  in  the  progress 
this  revolution,  with  what  confidence  its  great  auth 
trusted  to  the  force  of  profession,  when  it  was  n 
cessary  to  blind  the  people  against  the  perception 
his  real  designs,  and  how  little  trouble  he  gave  hii 
self  to  reconcile  this  profession  with  his  practic 
There  was  no  sentiment  which  was  paraded  mo 
ostentatiously  before  the  public  eye  by  the  Pr« 
dent,  than  the  declaration  of  his  extreme  scrap 
against  the  exercise  of  doubtful  powers.  There 
scarcely  a  state-paper  of  his  day  that  does  not  re pe 
the  admonition  against  this  easy  sin  of  question 
ble  power,  as  the  first  and  gravest  to  be  deprecate 
As  if  the  President  were  conscious  that  his  temp< 
and  the  habits  of  his  past  life,  might  lay  him  opi 
to  the  suspicion  of  this  sin,  he  is  caref  al  to  desecra 
it  with  a  peculiar  abhorrence.  Now,  sir,  it  will  i 
found  that  there  has  been  scarce  a  power  under  o 
Constitution,  which,  in  the  course  of  fifty  yeai 
administration,  has  been  held  doubtful,  that  Ge 
Jackson  has  not  either  exercised,  or  assumed  il 
right  to  exercise,  without  hesitation.  He  express' 
his  willingness  to  charier  a  National  Bank ;  ai 
would  have  done  so,  as  he  declared,  if  the  plan  hi 
been  conformable  to  certain  views  which  he  di 
closed :  he  signed  bills  for  internal  improvement: 
he  constantly  used  the  veto,  on  mere  questions 
expediency,  where  no  constitutional  objection  w 
pretended :  he  has  held  back  a  bill  from  Congrej 
when  two-thirds  of  each  House  would  have  vot< 
for  it :  in  the  case  of  the  specie  circular,  he  iefu9 
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power — were  sammarily  but  moat  authoritatively 
disposed  of  by  the  shaIlow?st  pretenderB  to  siates- 
manship ;  and  the  oMesi  and  best  institations  of  the 
country  attacked  and  beaten  down  by  political 
cbarlatants.  Knowledge,  deliberation,  experience, 
all  were  obliged  to  give  way  to  this  newly-inspired 
intuition ;  and  the  greatest  pains  were  taken  by 
party  leaders  and  demagogues  to  deceive  the  people  ■ 
into  the  belief  that  the  profouodest  questions  of 
government  might  be  consigned  to  the  decision  of 
men  of  the  lowest  scale  of  qualification  in  political 
{ici^nce.  A  broad  and  odious  line  of  distinction 
was  drawn  between  the  rich  and  the  poor ;  and, 
where  mutual  dependence  and  interest  should  have 
engendered  kind  feelings,  harmony  and  brother- 
hood, the  seeds  of  ill- will  and  hatred  were  deeply 
sown. 

In  obedience  to  the  same  influence,  the  Govern- 
ment press  became  a  mere  engine  of  slander — ^thc 
fabricator  of  palpabU  and  gross  falsehood.  Every 
thing  that  transpired  in  the  Government  was  dis- 
torted by  its  light.  What,  in  its  vocabulary,  was 
called  public  opinion,  was  but  the  reverberauon  of 
its  own  false  clamor.  The  people  were  systemati- 
cally abased,  cheated,  and  betrayed  by  its  monstrous 
counterfeits— juggled  and  duped  by  the  Type  Fiend. 
The  coherence  of  **  the  party"  lequired  an  oiigan- 
ized  plan  of  misrepresentation :  the  existence  of 
the  Administration  required  it.  It  had  risen  by  it, 
and  was  maintained  by  it.  It  could  not  have  sub- 
sisted a  month  if  the  people  could  have  heard  the 
troth.  It  woald  have  withered  in  the  light,  and 
crumbled  into  dust.  The  whole  atmosphere  in 
which  it  breathed  was  false :  the  element  upon 
which  it  lived  was  deception:  its  popularity,  its 
power,  its  duration,  depended  on  the  essential  con- 
dition of  blinding  the  people.  It  lived,  and  moved, 
and  had  its  being  in  the  Universal,  Inextinguisha- 
ble, Everlasting  Lib. 

Whilst  this  was  the  action  of  that  Administra- 
tion upon  the  morals  of  the  nation,  its  measures 
were  no  less  physically  hurtful  to  the  public  interest. 
They  were  hurtful  from  the  same  causes  that  ren- 
dered its  principles  vicious.  They  were  ever  dic- 
tated by  selfish  passion,  and  characterized  by  that 
domineering  temper  which  I  have  before  described 
as  the  distinctive  impulse  of  the  Administration. 

The  President's  vanity  and  thirst  for  applause 
rendered  him  eagerly  and  ra.shly  precipitate  to  pay 
off  the  public  debt.  All  other  interests  were  com- 
pelled to  give  place  to  the  achievement  of  the 
glory  of  wiping  away  that  debt  during  the  term  of 
his  political  supremacy : 

His  hatred,  or,  rather,  his  defiance  and  im- 
patience of  the  fame  of  one  man,  (Mr.  Bidolb,) 
caused  him  to  make  war  upon  the  bank : 

His  personal  animosity  to  another  distinguished 
individual  (Mr.  Clat)  induced  him  to  veto  the 
Land  Bill. 

To  these  three  measures,  proceeding  from  the 
es:otism  and  vain-gloriousness  of  the  President, 
niay  be  traced  the  chief  maladies  of  the  times. 
To  them  may  be  traced,  in  succession,  the  over- 
throw of  internal  improvements — the  accumulation 
of  the  surplus — the  distribution — the  paper  sys- 
tem— the  hard  money  experiment^the  suspension — 
the  wide-spread  bankruptcy — and,  finally,  the 
enormous  and  unexampled  peculation  upon  the 
public  treasure. 

I  do  not  stop,  air,  to  expatiate  upon  the  sequence 
of  these  events,  nor  to  indicate  more  minutely  their 
connexion  with  each  other  and  with  the  leading 
measures  to  which  I  have  referred  them.  I  am 
sure,  now  that  we  may  calmly  look  back  to  the 
whole  train  of  our  past  disasters,  the  Impartial 
judgment  of  the  country  will  be  at  no  loss  to  assign 
them  to  the  causes  I  have  enumerated.  They  will 
be  ever  accounted,  sir,  by  the  reflecting  portion  of 
our  citizens,  the  bitter  fruits  of  Jacksonism. 

When  General  Jackson  came  into  power,  he 
found  every  interest  in  the  country  prosperous: 
when  he  departed,  he  left  every  interest  at  its  lowest 
ebb.  In  the  first  era,  our  systems  of  policy  had 
been  matured,  and  were  in  wholesome  exercise : 
agriculture,  commerce,  and  manufacttves  were  all 
thriving;  the  currency  was  of  unexampled  sound- 
ness and  value ;  the  revenues  were  gradually  in- 
creasing ;  the  debt  was  provided  for ;  the  improve- 
ments in  the  surface  of  the  coaatry  were  adraneing 


at  a  steady  and  wholesome  pace ;  the  Government 
was  econemical,  and  its  foreign  relations  upon  the 
most  secure  and  honorable  footing.  I  will  not 
attempt  to  contrast  that  state  of  the  nation  with  the 
present — I  will  only  say  that  General  Jackson,  re- 
versing the  boast  of  the  Roman  Emperor,  might 
have  exclaimed,  at  his  departure  from  the  capital, 
*^  I  found  Rome  marble,  and  I  have  left  it  brick." 

Stili,  sir,  I  desire  to  do  the  late  President  justice 
in  one  particular  in  which  I  might  be  misappre- 
hended. In  the  management  of  the  foreign  affairs 
of  this  Government,  I  am  prepared  to  pay  a  tribute 
of  praise  to  his  enerigy.  In  that  branch  of  the 
public  concerns,  he  is  entitled  to  all  the  applause 
he  has  ever  received.  The  very  qualities  of  charac- 
ter which  rendered  him  dangerous  at  home,  fur- 
nished him  the  means  of  success  in  the  disposal  of 
our  aflfairs  abroad.  That  imperious  temper  which 
despised  the  limits  of  republican  rule,  admirably 
fitted  him  to  cope  with  monarchs,  and  transfused 
into  his  foreign  negotiations  the  vigor  that  crowned 
them  with  success. 

In  the  hasty  glance,  Mr.  Chairman,  which  I 
have  taken  of  the  principles  and  policy  of  the  last 
Presidency,  my  aim  has  been  to  bring  to  the  con- 
templation of  the  committee  the  siagularly  unhappy 
auspices  under  which  the  existing  Chief  Magistrate 
came  into  power.  It  was  the  great  misfortune  of 
Mr.  Van  Burea  to  succeed  to  a  dilapidated  inheri- 
tance ;  and  that  misfortune  was  most  fatally  aggra- 
vated by  the  extraordmary  illusion  of  national 
prosperity  which,  at  the  moment  of  the  departure 
of  his  predecessor,  and  of  his  own  accession,  haunted 
and  bewildered  the  imagination  of  both.  Sir,  I 
have  seldom  read  in  history  of  such  remarkable 
self-deception,  such  wonderful  blindness  to  the 
signs  of  approaching  disaster,  as  that  moment 
characterized  the  two  illostrious  individuals  to 
whom  I  have  alluded.  Permit  me,  sir,  to  read  the 
parting  words  of  General  Jackson,  on  the  3d  of 
March,  1837,  and  the  greeting  declaration  of  Mr. 
Van  Buren  on  the  following  day  : 

**  My  life,"  says  the  retiring  President,  **  has 
been  a  long  one,  and  I  cannot  hope  that  it  has,  at 
all  times,  been  free  of  errors.  But  I  have  the  con- 
solation of  knowing,  that  if  mistakes  have  been 
committed,  they  have  not  seriously  injured  the 
country  I  so  anxiously  endeavored  to  serve  ;  and, 
at  the  moment  when  I  surrender  my  last  public 
trust,  I  leave  thia  great  people  prosperous  and 
happy."— [Farewell  Address.] 

On  the  4ih  of  March  the  successor  ^poke  in  this 
strain  : 

,  **  Abroad  we  enjoy  the  respect,  and,  with  scarcely 
an  exception,  the  friendship  of  every  nation.  At 
heme,  while  our  Gh>vernment  quietly  but  eflSciently 
performs  the  sole  legitimate  end  of  political  insti- 
tutions, in  doing  the  greatest  good  to  the  greatest 
numberr  we  present  an  aggregate  of  human  pros- 
perity surely  not  elsewhere  to  be  found." — [In- 
aufifural  of  Mr.  Van  Buren.] 

Sir,  at  the  very  moment  when  these  self-gratu- 
lating  gentlemen  were  vaanting,  in  such  proud 
phrase,  of  the  nation's  happiness,  the  deep  thunder 
of  the  coming  earthquake  was  already  muttering 
beneath  their  feet.  The  retiring  chief  had  scarcely 
reached  the  Hermitage — the  complacent  successor 
had  scarcely  been  domesticated  under  the  roof  of 
the  palace — before  the  great  doom  broke  over  the 
land,  and  scattered  dismay  from  our  remotest  con- 
fine to  the  centre.  The  President  saw  every  vestige 
of  the  illusion  vanish  in  an  instant;  and  that  coudi 
of  roses,  upon  which  he  had  so  confidently  hoped 
to  lie  down,  became  a  bed  of  thorns.  Amidst  the 
crash  of  the  currency,  the  insolvency  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, and  the  general  distress  and  wailing  of  the 
people,  almost  bis  first  act  of  authority  was  to 
summon  Congress  to  his  aid.  They  came  here, 
sir,  but  to  bear  testimony  to  the  wide-spreail  havoc 
of  the  storm.  The  President  met  them  in  humble- 
ness of  heart,  in  grief  and  dismay ;  he  implored 
a  hand  to  help ;  he  sought  consolation  where  there 
was  none  to  be  found — upon  the  bosom  of  his 
party  :  the  party  had  lost  its  power. 

Fresh  difficulties  have  thickened  around  htm  at 
every  stage  of  his  progress  from  that  day.  In  the 
South,  the  Indian  war  has  been  but  a  series  of  dis- 
asters. We  have  been  baffled,  exhausted,  beaten, 
by  a  bandfol  of  savages*    On  the  Northern  froatje r 


our  weakness  has  become  a  by-word  of  codIobbi 
This  great  Republic,  in  the  bands  of  its  t^ 
rulers,  is  not  even  able  to  preserve  its  BemriittrS 
the  domestic  rebellion  of  a  Power  with  wbonj  »« 
profess  to  hold  the  most  friendly  lelatioos;  wuiwt 
are  obliged  to  confess  our  inability  to  resti&inaie 
armaments  of  our  own  citizens,  which  ire  dirrcied 
against  a  neighbor's  peace :  yes,  sir,  ereaiosalmii 
to  the  hnmiliation  of  having  oor  owd  territory  visit* 
ed,  our  vessels  seized,  and  oar  citizens  sliofjitiffd 
in  our  own  harbor,  by  that  neighbor  Power  oa  ihi 
plea  of  weakness  to  enforce  our  Itw^      ' 

In  the  embarrassments  which  bare  been  hroi^ 
upon  our  fiscal  aflfairs,  in  the  prostniion  ofSe 
agricultural,  the  mercantile,  and  the  manoficnuitf 
prosperity  of  the  country,  the  Administntioa  hu 
been  able  lo  suggest  no  adequate  relief.  We 
struggle  along  upon  expedients.  The  mt  imite  of 
the  nation,  its  intrinsic  vigor,  which  noteveo  nh. 
government  has  been  able  toutlly  to  crash,  has,  bj 
slow  degrees,  begun  to  revive  the  prosperiij  of  the 
land;  but  the  Govermaent  has  done  notliii^, 
Whatever  might  be  expected  from  the  pttriotisa, 
the  virtue,  the  intelligence  uf  the  people,  they  have 
nobly  realized ;  whatever  has  been  left  to  the  Got* 
ernment  has  languished  and  faded  ia  iu  hutdi 
The  guardians  of  the  Treasury  have  ftlieo  asleep; 
felonies,  unmatched  in  enormity,  have  beeadeak- 
ed  in  the  innermost  shrine  of  the  temple:  thefoy 
priests  have  robbed  the  altar:  the  nation  hub« 
extricated  itself  from  one  debt  to  create  aMtbtr; 
the  finances  are  in  confusion ;  the  rerenoe  iaad^ 
qoate  to  the  expenditure ;  onrhard-maaeyGoTen- 
meat  has  fallen  into  a  paper-mannfactariogQimn- 
meot ;  our  ralers  are  at  their  wit's  end;  allireiad 
are  the  aigns  of  their  doom<^the  warnings  of  il«r 
downfall.  The  truth  slands  confessed^it  is  fett  ia 
every  department  of  the  public  affaiis-that  the 
President  and  his  friends  are  incompeteot  tothe 

crisis:   THEY  WANT  IIILITV. 

Turn,  sir,  to  the  Executive  mattsioDjaniisfUR 
what  they  are  who  at  thia  moment  guide  the  fortOM 
of  this  labd.  An  easy,  indoleat,  loxorioas  chief 
presides  over  a  cabinet,  of  which  it  woald  be  lit- 
tery to  say  that  it  was  a  mere  per80DatiDDoffeehi^ 
ness.  To  the  members  of  that  cabinet,  persoaally, 
sir,  so  far  as  a  very  limited  acqaainiance  iiiy 
warrant,  I  am  willing  to  accord  allcoDsidertita 
and  respect.  I  speak  of  ihem  here  as  a  paUx 
body.  A  more  diversified  compoond  of  dihen 
inaptitude,  and  ignorance  of  official  daiy;  apn^ 
lack  of  energy;  a  more  sorely  perplexed,  bewiUeM, 
and  dismayed  association  of  State  coanseUofs,vw 
never,  perhaps,  exhibited  around  a  cooncil-tiMe 
than  may.  at  this  present  juncture,  be  seen  iiw 
daily  anxious  oonferences  of  this  P'w^^„**'*!j 
Since  the  days  of  the  Merry  Monarch  of  Eaghi^ 
and  his  hair-brained  crony  RcHshester,  new  wa 
the  destinies  of  a  great  nation  intrusted  tomona- 
competent  hands. 

I  might  except  from  this  oensore,  and  doewpi 
one  who  has  the  reputation  of  be'm  *  I'jwjj' 
tendant  at  these  council  meetings— I  doabi  not, » 
first  to  come  and  the  la.st  to  depart-a  peta«V 
more  notorious  than  distinguished,  and  yeti«| 
boasting  no  small  claim  to  distinctioB.  I  •* 
that  man-of-all-work,  whose  marvelloas  exalta» 
from  the  kitchen  up  to  the  chamber  neatert'o; 
Kine  is  one  of  the  most  striking  moral  sigmtoW' 
of  the  times.  This,  sir,  is  his  admuusfflj* 
Whatever  remainder  of  efficacy  ii  *«*•  f  ■; 
whatever  of  shrewdness,  of  cohesion,  of  m^ 
of  mischief  it  has,  belongs  to  him.  ByhisJJ 
ance  does  every  member  of  that  ca^^.  r* 
place— or  did,  sir,  for  I  trust  his  i^fl^^^'f  2-, 
iag  to  an  end.  Yea,  even  the  placid  aBdJJJ 
chief  himself  has  found  his  account  in  ibe  |W^ 
of  thia  Mephistophiles.  He  is  the  link  ^^^^ 
past  Administration  and  the  present  j  «*y  ""J^ 
pipe  by  which  the  surplus  POP'^^^T  ^/rf^JL. 
transfused  into  the  waning  drcalaiion  of  tw*"*' 
the  ligament  that  still  unites  the  small  fortM" 
the  polished  and  pleasure-loving  teaanl  «  " 
palace  to  the  more  robust  destiny  of  thcgnai* 
fearful  lion  that  has  his  Uir  at  Uie  HerojJJ^^^ 

But  for  this  one  informing  spirit,  y«»  "J" 
cabinet  array  of  impracticable,  **^^'**"'y^ 
rising,  expiedient-mongering  statesmen  •^jS 
before  tbU,  have  Aoaadered  to  the  Wf^  "  " 
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pool  of  turbid  party-waters  in  which  they  now 
ttroggle  for  respiration.  The  day,  sir,  is  not  re- 
mote when  they  and  their  guardian  genius  shall 
link  together  in  this  oozy  tide,  and  be  remembered 
ftt>  more. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  take  some  consolation  in  this 
melancholy  view  of  the  public  affairs,  from  the 
»nTiciion  that  the  nation  has  been  already  driven 
l>y  headstrong  counsel,  by  weakness  and  by  passion, 
lo  that  extreme  from  which  it  cannot  but  happen 
that  the  tide  of  Government  shall  flow  back  into  a 
lafer  channel.  Out  of  the  very  incompetency  of 
>Br  present  rulers  do  I  gather  food  for  hope. 
There  are,  already,  sir,  manifold  signs  of  restora- 
tion. We  cannot  mistake  them.  We  are  on  the 
backward  march  from  Jacksonism.  The  footsteps 
were  abandoned  at  the  first  stride.  The  great 
reaction  has  commenced,  and  we  shall  go  on 
anra veiling  this  web  which,  for  ten  years  past,  the 
shief  fonctionaries  of  this  Gbvemment  have  been 
lo  busily  weaving  around  the  Constitution. 

It  might  have  been  foreseen— indeed  it  was 
foreseen  and  predicted — that  no  successor  could 
wear  the  republican  crown  of  our  great  military 
President.  The  power  which  he  accumulated  it 
required  his  arm  to  wield.  By  one  of  more 
limioutive  size,  or  smaller  .Mrength,  it  would  be 
found  a  grievous  burden.  Mr.  Van  Buren  was 
leceived,  sir— not  only  in  the  computation  of  his 
>wn  capacity,  but  in  the  nature  and  value  of  the 
9oon  which  his  nomination  to  the  succession  ten- 
lered  to  him.  He  little  knew  the  estimate  which 
he  American  People  formed  of  him,  when  he 
magined  that  he  could  occupy  the  station,  or 
march  in  the  path  of  General  Jackson.  There 
was  no  lustre  around  his  name  to  bewilder  the 
;aze  of  the  country,  or  to  hallow  an  act  of  usur- 
pation. He  is  the  President  by  appointment,  not 
3y  choice ;  and  the  career  of  his  predecessor,  sus- 
:ained  only  by  the  force  of  nneiampled  personal 
9opnIarity,  could,  in  none  of  its  dangerous  leaps, 
ye  followed  by  one  who  derived  no  support  from 
he  affection  of  the  People,  nor  aid  from  their 
ability.  The  consequence  was  inevitable  that  the 
present  Administration  must  abandon  the  hope  of 
miuiing  the  last,  and  even  retract  the  perilous 
errors,  both  of  policy  and  of  doetrme,  into  which 
hat  Administration  had  strayed.  Accordingly,  you 
ihall  find,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  it  is  even  so. 

First,  in  this  backward  movement,  I  would  have 

roo  note  that  we  have  no  arrogant  messages  from 

he  White  House.    To  the  credit  of  our  present 

JhieC  Magistrate,  every  one  must  acknowledge 

he  mildness  of  tone,  the  diffidence,  and  the  mode- 

mtion  of  his  official  communication  at  the  opening 

>f  ihe  present  session.    It  is  strikingly,  sir,  a  mes- 

lage  of  recantation,  and  speaks  in  a  temper  of  con- 

ritioD,  as  if  its  author  bad  felt  the  chastening  of 

iffliction.    But  fifteen  months  ago,  at  the  extra 

ession,  the  President  had  declared  the  constitu- 

ional  incapacity  of  the  Government  tn  aid  com- 

nercial  operations :  now,  he  boasts  of  th«  Gov- 

trnment  agency  in  restoring  the  commercial  action, 

md    very   uodevervcdiy,  in  my  opinion,  claims 

xedit  for  it. 

Until  lately  the  Administration  was  clamorous 
6r  a  total  divorce  of  the  Banks  from  the  Govern- 
laent : — ^here,  in  this  paper,  is  a  warm  encomium 
«i  the  Banks,  and  an  avowal  of  the  useful  con- 
litions  on  which  they  may  be  connected  with  the 
wblic  concerns. 

^*  Lake  other  Slate  establishments,  they  may  be 
laed  or  not  in  conducting  the  affairs  of  the  Gov- 
Tnment,  as  public  policy  and  the  general  interests 
»f  the  Union  may  seem  to  require." 

**  When  the  Government  can  accomplish  a 
Inancial  operation  better  with  the  aid  of  the  banks, 
ban  without,  it  should  be  at  liberty  to  seek  that 
vid.^—Message  of  December,  1838. 

This  message,  too,  casta  aside  the  hackneyed 
thraae  of  the  '' eoostitational  corrency,"  and 
idoptsa  much  more  r^fjonal  term,  "the  consti- 
Blional  standard  of  va/n^  9f^..^a>  substitution  of  great 
ignificance  and  oaieh  f^r  the  reflection  of  those 
rho  have  bentofon  if  \ified  the  notion  of  Jack- 
onism  widi  a  metiin^  ^\^0^I- 
It  is  true  ibewm^^  ^^^in  ret^o^meDds,  though 
,.A..^£  --^  i/f;{«j;«/w/f  atnlucky 
*  ""^  l^0S     nothing 


aiatly  lod  mAjbj^^f^  ^g^'  iii.fttt% 
hib-irrtspr/ M  a^  tP^^  (btre 


y> 


else  left !  Out  of  the  very  barrenness  of  the  soil 
does  it  come.  The  evil  genius  of  the  President 
once  persuaded  him  to  write  a  letter  to  a  member 
of  this  House,  (Mr.  Shkreoo  Williams  )  It  was 
done  in  the  days  of  his  vain-glory.  That  letter 
pledges  him,  as  by  a  vow,  against  the  only  per- 
manent relief  to  the  currency  of  the  nation  which 
the  times  demand,  and  he  has  not  yet  (though  I 
predict  it  will  not  be  very  long  before  he  does  so) 
taken  heart  to  break  the  spell.  In  the  mean  time, 
this  shadowy  spectre  of  a  Sob-treasury — the  Felon 
bill  it  may  be  more  aptly  called— rises  up,  not  to 
gain  the  favor,  but  to  divert  the  thonghu  of  the 
country. 

The  second  step  in  the  reaction  to  which  I  have 
alluded  is,  the  abandonment  of  that  whole  scheme, 
so  famous  in  the  annals  of  the  last  Presidency — of 
Executive  responsibility. 

Sir,  the  unity  of  the  Executive  has  dissipated 
into  thin  air.  Instead  of  being  a  unit,  it  is  multi- 
form— a  polygon — a  many-headed  monster — and 
of  more  heads  than  arms— not  Briareus,but  Hydra. 
In  this  matter  of  the  defalcations,  Mr.  Van  Buren 
is  no  man  for  responsibility  ;  neiiher  is  any  of  his 
cabinet  ready  to  maintain  that  ancient  dogma  of 
Jacksonism.  Bvwt  qvki^vl !  is  the  motto  of  the  day. 

The  President  is  no  longer  the  representative  of 
the  People.  He  now  supplicates  Congress  to  take 
the  responsibility  for  the  future  ;  entreats  them  to 
appoint  committees  to  watch  the  Treasury  rogues ; 
he  prays  the  Legislature  to  inspect  the  Executive  I 
He  implores  the  representatives  of  the  nation  to 
help  him — a  weak  and  humble  minister  of  their 
laws.    Hear  him : 

"  I  submit  to  your  consideration  whether  a  com- 
mittee of  Congress  might  not  be  profitably  employed 
in  inspecting,  at  such  intervals  as  might  be  deemed 
proper,  the  affairs  and  accounts  of  officers  intrusted 
with  the  custody  of  the  public  moneys.  The  fre- 
quent performance  of  this  duty  might  be  made  ob- 
ligatory on  the  committee,  in  respect  to  those 
officers  who  have  large  sums  in  their  possession, 
and  left  discretionary  in  respect  to  others.  They 
might  report  to  the  Executive  such  defalcations  as 
were  found  to  exist,  with  a  vi^w  to  prompt  remo- 
val from  office,  unless  the  default  was  satisfactorily 
accounted  for." — Message  of  December,  1839. 

Then,  sir,  we  have  no  more  lecturing  on  the 
hard-money  dogma.  We  have  come  back  to  the 
toleration  of  paper:  nay,  sir,  we  have  become 
ultra  in  this  paper  mongerfng.  The  President  is 
the  patron  of  free  banking.  His  confidential  friend 
on  this  floor,  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  cf 
Ways  and  Means,  (Mr.  Cambrblbno,)  at  the  last 
session  gave  us  a  panegyric  on  the  conservative 
property  of  that  great  system.  The  Government 
18  in  close  alliance  with  the  monster.  The  lion 
and  the  lamb  have  Iain  down  together,  and  the 
Treasury  is  now  the  chief  founuin  of  the  despised 
rag-money.  Even  the  much-talked-of  increase  of 
the  specie  basis  has  fallen  into  oblivion.  Not  a 
word  in  its  favor  has  been  ottered  at  the  present 
session.    The  Message  upon  it  is  dumb. 

These  are  all  changes  of  high  import ;  they  are 
the  visible  and  conspicuous  signs  of  reaction.  Sir, 
in  the  name  of  the  cou^ry,  I  ihank  Mr.  Van  Buren 
for  these  tokens  of  repentance — ^for  even  this  late 
surrender  of  Jacksonism !  Phaeton  has  thrown  up 
the  reins ! 

Mr.  Chairman,  it  will  be  observed  that,  as  the 
Administration  deserts  its  former  test-principles 
and  measures,  it  is  busy  to  frame  new  devices  for 
party  association.  Political  management  has,  very 
recently,  entered  a  fresh  field.  We  have  had  most 
suddenly  conjured  up  abolition  for  the  Whigs,  and 
the  Defence  of  Slavery  for  "the  party.»'  The 
Whigs,  sir,  have  been  sagaciously  attempted  to  be 
identified,  by  the  Administration  press,  with  that 
unhappy  Northern  excitement  against  slavery 
which,  until  the  commencement  of  the  present  ses- 
sion, no  man  was  so  blind  as  not  to  perceive  had 
pursued  its  career  without  the  slightest  connexion 
with  parties;  which,  until  then,  too,  sir,  no  man 
was  so  unprincipled  as  to  assert  had  nought  the  aid 
of  a  special  political  alliance  with  friend  or  foe  of 
the  Administration.  Sir,  it  is  curious  to  note  the 
slippery  equivocation,  the  distortion,  the  desperate 


legerdemain  of  deception,  of  the  official  organ, 
"The  Globe,»'  on  this  subject. 

Not  even  the  ponderous  momentum  of  falsehood, 
which  long  use  and  munificent  Government  sup- 
port have  given  to  that  party  machine ;  not  even  its 
practised  and  subtle  spirit  of  misrepresentation  is 
competent  to  cast  an  air  of  plausibility  over  this 
shallow  trick.  It  is  the  flimsiest,  the  baldest  inven- 
tion that  ever  came  from  the  cudgelled  biains  of 
"  your  scurvy  politician."  What  honest  man  can 
look  at  the  elections  which  have  recently  taken 
^lace  in  the  North  and  West,  and  acquaint  himself 
with  the  sentiments  of  the  several  candidates  on 
this  abolition  question,  and  then  say,  as^  the  Globe 
has  said,  that  no  Democrat  (as  that  truthful  paper 
style  its  friends)  is  found  an  Abolitionist  ?  How 
tolerant  is  "  the  organ**  and  its  patrons  of  the 
eccentricities  of  "  the  Demecrats"  en  this  subject ! 
How  kindly  does  it  digest  the  ultra  Vinli  slavery 
indignation  of  Messrs.  Morton  and  Rantoul,  and 
Alexander  Everett  and  Bancroft,  in  the  North,  of 
Messrs.  Morris  and  Tappan,  and  the  member  from 
Cincinnati,  in  the  West  I 

Sir,  it  needs  no  ghost  to  make  us  acquainted  with 
the  paternity  and  drift  of  this  plot.  In  the  sub- 
Treasury  bill  of  this  session— if  the  party  should 
have  courage  to  take  it  op — it  is  well  understood 
that  no  specie  clause  may  hope  for  the  favor  of  the 
House  :  ihat,  sir,  is  to  be  abandoned  perforce.  The 
Administration  cannot  limp  along  with  such  a 
burden  on  the  bill.  Now,  sir,  a  certain  great  orscle 
has  declared  that  this  sub-Treasury  scheme,  with- 
out the  specie  clause,  is  a  mere  farce.  'Upon  the 
faith  of  that  clause  alone  rested,  until  now,  the 
fealty  of  a  suddenly-converted  State  to  the  Admin- 
istration. Strike  it  ont,  sir,  and  what  holds  South 
Carolina  to  the  worship  of  her  strange  gods  ?  What 
but  this  pretext  of  the  alliance  of  the  Whigs  with 
the  Abolitionists?  For  then  once,  it  was  found 
expedient  that  the  Nothern  man  should  be  imbued 
with  Southern  principles ;  the  institutions  cf  the 
South  were  to  be  declared  in  danger  from  the 
Whigs  ;  great  apprehensions  were  to  be  awakened 
amongst  the  Souihern  people.  All  this,  sir,  was  the 
shabby  invention  in  which  was  to  be  found  motive 
for  the  fabrication  of  a  new  bond  of  union  between 
the  disappointed  specie-clause-sub-Treasuryiies  and 
the  Administration.  Then,  another  Northern  man, 
with  Southern  principles,  was  to  be  manufactured 
out  of  a  New  Hampshire  Representative  ;  and  he 
and  his  comrades  were  to  j>acrificc  their  abolition- 
ism on  the  altar  of  their  party,  and  come  to  the 
rescue.  There,  sir,  is  the  whole  play  !  It  has  been 
acted  out  exactly  as  it  was  set  down.  The  resolu- 
tions against  the  slavery  petitions  have  been  offered 
by  the  North,  and  South  Caiolina  is  bound  in 
eternal  gratitude  to  this  Administration!  The  farce 
was  gravely  and  discreetly  rehearsed,  and  is  here- 
after to  be  played  again  before  the  nation.  I  com- 
mend to  the  actors  in  this  entertainment  Nic  Bot- 
tom's advice:  "Masters,  you  ought  to  consider 
with  yourselves.  To  bring  in  (God  shield  us !)  a 
lion  amongst  ladies  is  a  most  dreadful  thing ;  for, 
there  is  not  a  more  fearful  wild  fowl  than  your  lion 
living,  and  we  ought  to  look  to  it.*'  There  is  but 
one  expedient,  sir,  Icfl  to  us  Whigs  in  the  sad 
dilemma  which  the  alarms  of  our  Southern  fii^nds 
may  bring  us  into— when  this  lion  comes  upon  the 
stage,  we  shall  follow  the  honest  weaver's  counsel, 
and*' name  his  name,  and  say,  plainly,  he  is  no 
lion,  but  Snog,  the  Joiner." 

After  all,  I  do  not  fear  much  from  this  formida- 
ble plot.  Let  the  Southern  leader  wind  his  horn 
and  summon  bis  lieges  to  this  enterprise  I  Let  him 
lead  the  van,  if  it  please  him,  now.  I  predict  it 
will  not  be  long  before  he  will  find  himself  in  the 
condition  of  that  unlucky  corps  of  dragoons,  who, 
after  the  battle  of  the  Boyne,  were  summoned  be- 
foie  the  inspector^a  summons  that  was  truly 
answered  by  **  Here  I  am,  your  honor"— a  single 
man  being  all  that  had  survived. 

It  was  another  trick  of  party,  Mr.  Chairman, 
when  the  cohesion  of  the  friends  of  the  Adminis- 
tration began  to  give  way,  to  seek  for  some  new 
name  by  which  the  forces  might  be  rallied.  The 
characteristic  principles  and  measures  of  the  palty 
having  become  distasteful  to  the  nation,  it  was  in 
the  emergency  of  self-preservation  that  it  looked 
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aroand  for  some  appellative  which  might  be  sab- 
stitated  in  the  place  of  a  meritorious  but  anattain- 
able  distinction.  Until  the  moment  of  General 
Jackson's  retirement,  liic  part/  was  his  party.  It 
followed  him  through  all  his  fancies— liked  what  he 
liked — opposed  what  he  opposed.  It  was  personal 
to  him,  and  derived  its  strength  form  his  popularity. 
When  he  withdrew,  it,  of  necessity,  was  destined 
soon  to  lose  its  character  as  a  Jackson  party — al- 
though that  name,  even  yet,  has  magic  in  it  to  rally 
its  myrmidons :  many  a  vote  is  yet  given  for  no 
better  reason  than  that  the  hickory  tree  is  engraved 
upon  the  ballot.  Still,  sir,  with  the  departure  of 
Qeneral  Jackson  to  private  life,  the  Jackson  party 
was  destined  to  decay.  There  could  be  no  Van 
Buren  part}'.  That  never  was  a  name  to  conjure 
with.  It  ^tSj  therefore,  deemed  a  lucky  thought 
when  some  central  conclave  of  politicai  managers 
resolved  to  change  the  badge  from  Jackson  to  "  the 
Democracy.''  1  will  not  dispute  their  right  to  the 
name :  all  the  world  knows  how  little  signification, 
as  indicative  of  principles,  it  caiYies  with  it.  No 
man  can  be  deceived  out  of  the  knowledge  that 
those  who  profess  now  to  be  the  *'  exclusive  Demo- 
crats" have  veered  round  the  whole  compass  of 
opinion,  and  alternately  vindicated  and  vilified 
every  prominent  measure  of  policy  which  the  last 
ton  years  have  brought  into  view.  No  man  can  be 
blind  to  the  fact  that  the  standard  tenet  of  this  new- 
hatched  democracy  is  to  go  for  the  greatest  share  of 
spoil  to  the  greatest  number  of  persons,  and  to  ren- 
der fealty  to  the  party  for  a  consideration.  No  man 
can  affect  to  believe  that  conscientious  opinion,  as 
to  the  country's  good,  forms  any  element  in  the  or- 
ganization of  the  array.  I  advert  to  it,  sir,  only  to 
express  my  conviction  that  the  name  has  been 
chosen  with  a  singular  disregard  to  the  feelings  of 
some  of  its  principal  leaders.  I  can  point  out  in- 
dividuals in  those  ranks,  who,  but  a  few  years  gone 
by,  would  not  have,  more  promptly  resented  any 
insult  than  to  be  called  "  a  Democrat."  And  I  can 
show  too,  sir,  (in  my  own  State  especially,)  a 
phalanx  of  ardent  friends  of  the  ruling  power- 


prime,  accredited  leaders  of  the  faithful—who,  even 
yet  have  not  overcome  an  involuntary  habit  of 
wincing  at  the  name.  And  although  such  friends 
may,  in  time,  perhaps  be  able  to  avow  their  new 
distinction  without  a  blush,  think  they  may  scarcely 
be  brought,  by  the  force  of  discipline,  to  do  that 
necessary  service,  which  the  name  exacts  of  pro- 
scribing and  denouncing  an  opponent  as  "  a  Fede- 
ralist.*' 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  care  not  for  these  new  tactics 
of  the  adveraary.  I  think,  sir,  the  public  afifairs 
have  fallen  into  that  condition  in  which  no  strata- 
gem can  have  power  to  avert  the  reckoning  which 
the  people  will  exact  from  their  governors.  The 
people,  however  much  they  may  have  been  impos- 
ed on  and  betrayed,  can  have  no  sentiments  hostile 
to  the  good  of  the  country.  They  are  neither  office- 
holders nor  office-seekers.  Their  interests  all  look 
to  the  establishment  of  order,  security,  and  honest 
administration.  Their  aim  is  the  honor  and  hap- 
piness of  the  nation  ;  and  if  their  exertions  do  not 
promote  these  ends,  it  is  only  because  they  are  not 
permitted  to  know  the  truth  regarding  the  past  con- 
duct or  future  designs  of  their  servants.  I  feel  as- 
sured that,  let  the  men  in  power  assume  what  name 
they  may,  the  virtue,  good  sense,  and  keen  sight  of 
the  nation  will  not  be  imposed  upon  by  these 
motley  creeds  of  the  day,  even  though  those  who 
profess  them  assume  a  title  once  honored  in  the 
public  afiections.  Charlatanry  is  fast  flying  before 
the  public  rebuke,  and  is  dropping  its  garments,  one 
by  one  in  its  flight  Sound  opinion,  rendered  more 
vigorous  from  its  long  sleep,  and  more  eager  to  do 
its  duty  from  a  conscioasness  of  having  been  im- 
posed on,  is  rousing  up  to  iis  appropriate  office.  It 
is  going  forth  to  gather  the  people  for  the  holy  war- 
fare, devoted  to  the  pniification  of  the  national 
halls,  and  the  restitution  of  our  ancient  honor.  In 
the  tide  of  that  warfare,  "  like  reeds  before  the 
tempest's  frown,'*  we  shall  see  this  host  of  spurious 
statesmen,  and  abject  followers,  and  spoil-seeking 
patriots,  laid  low.  When  that  consummation  is 
won,  the  nation  will  rejoice  with  an  exceeding  joy. 


The  oldest  man  amongst  us,  sir»  may  yet  live  to 
take  his  part  in  that  jubilee. 

In  conclusion,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  will  say  but  a 
few  words.  Whether  the  late  (Administraticm  ex- 
isted for  good  or  for  evil,  is  a  problem  that  is  soon 
to  be  determined.  Never  has  popular  government 
been  subjected  to  a  vtyrtr^t  test  We  have  gone 
through  the  proof  ordeal :  it  may  not  recur  again 
in  a  century — perhaps  forever.  We  may  rejoice, 
sir,  that  the  nation  survives  that  shock — not  only 
survives,  but  that  a  healihful.reaction  is  in  progress, 
whidi  must  ultimately  establish,  on  the  sccueBt 
foundation,  the  liberty  derived  from  tbe  forms  of 
our  social  alliance. 

In  the  last  ten  years,  we  have  seen  the  republican 
principle  driven  into  the  confines  of  actual  despot- 
ism ;  the  aggregate  power  of  the  people  has  been 
made  subservient  to  the  accomplishment  of  indi- 
vidual will :  the  Constitution,  under  plaosible  pre^ 
texts,  has  been  superseded  by  a  law  more  congenial 
to  the  purposes  of  party  arrangement — its  land- 
marks have  been  transcended,  its  precepts  dis»bc|- 
ed,  for  the  sake  of  achieving  the  porposes  of  the 
day.  Many  bf  our  institutions  have  been  assailed,, 
some  of  the  most  valuable  battered  down,  and  all 
disparaged  in  the  popular  esteem.  Yet  still  tbe 
tempest  has  passed  over ;  and,  in  the  revival  of  the 
shattered  prosperity  of  the  land,  the  nation  hastens 
back  to  its  primitive  republican  doctrines,  with  an 
earnestness  and  a  zeal  that  assure  us  we  shsA  at 
last  turn  our  chastisement  to  a  righteous  oae.  Ths 
cause  of  free  government  has  gained  strength  by 
the  aberrations  into  which  it  has  been  beixayed. 
Contrition  is  the  parent  of  amendment,  and  past 
sufi[eriag  the  source  of  future  securitj.  To  my 
view,  the  return  to  sound  princij^les,  the  reactioB 
of  the  integrity  of  the  nation,  is^  certain  ia  lis 
march,  and  presents  a  most  grateful  exhibiiioa  oC 
the  innate  strength  of  our  people.  May  it  go  oa, 
sir,  until  it  restore  all  that  we  have  lost  in  oar  tate 
conflicts  of  power,  and  place  this  nation  upon  tha 
eminence  where  all  may  see  her,  the  first  and  fes 
assured  amongst  the  free  communities  of  the  woild 


INDEX  TO  THE  SENATE. 


A. 
Abolition  pelilious— 

remarks  of  Mr.  Morris  on  the 
ijubjeciof        -  -  -167 

remarks  of  Mr.  Clay  of  Ky.  on 
the  Bubjecl  of,  and  his  rcnun- 
ciaiion  of  aboU  iun    ■  •  351 

AdminUiraiiun  of  MarUQ  Van  Bu- 
ren— 

0pe<;ch  reviewing  tbe  policy  of   21 
Allen,  Wnn.  of  Ohio— 

Ilia  remarka  relating  to  the  diffi' 
ctiltiee  between  Maine  and 
New  Brunawick  •  3il,  316 
Bdiik  of  the  United  States- 
remarks  of  Mr.  NiIes<on  there- 
•oluiion  of  Mr.  Ilivea,  touch- 
ing the  aale  of  the  bonds  of, 
by  the  Government      81, 100, 214 

remarks  of  Mr.  Wright  •       100, 113 
Mr.  Rivea  -216 

Bcf]ueet.    (See  Smithsonian.) 
Bcnion,  ThoinasII,  of  Missouri-— 

his  remarks  in  reply  to  the  at- 
tack of  Mr.  H.  Clay  on  Gen. 
Jackson,  and  on  th6  Gnuloa- 
tion  bill  -       28,  46,  49,  50 

his  remarVs  on  asking  leave  to 
ropoii  a  bill  to  repeal  the  fish- 
ing bounties  and  the  duties  on 
salt  .135 

])ie  lomarkfl  defending  General 
Jackson  against  the  atucks  of 
Mr.  Davis  of  Massachusetts  •  139 

his  remarks  on  the  bill  for  the 
aimed  occupation  and  settls- 
nient  of  Florida         162,  163,  233 

bis  remarks  in  relation  to  the 
difficulties  between  Maine  and 
NewBrunawicIt  -  311 

C. 
Brown,  Bedford,  of  North  Carolina— 

bis  remarks  on  the  President's 
Message  and  other  documents 
relating  to  the  difficulties  be- 
tween Maine  and  New  Bruns- 
wick -  -260,313 
Buchanan,  Jamcf^,  of  Pennsylvania— 

his  remarks  on  the  bill  gnduai- 
ing  and  reducing  the  pffce  of 
the  public  lands  •    60 

his  remarks  on  the  prof>09llion 
of  Mr.  Benton  fur  leave  to  in- 
troduce a  bill  to  repeal  the 
duties  on  salt  and  fiobing  boun- 
ties      -  .  . 


his  remarks  on  the  bill  to  pre- 
vent the  interference  of  certain 
Federal  officers  in  electiona     •  208 

lii.i  remarks  on  ilie  President's    • 
Message  and  other  documents 
in  relation  to  the  difflculties  be- 
tween Maine  and  New  Bruoe* 
wick     -  21 1, 306,  309, 31 1.  314, 316 
Calhoun,  John  C.  of  Bouth  CaroliiMr- 

bis  remarkaonMr.  Benton's  mo« 
lion  for  leave  to  introduce  a 
bill  to  repeal  the  duties  on  salt 
and  fishing  bounties    •  -    76 

hb  remarks  on  the  bill  graduat- 
iiig  and  reducing  tiie  price  ef 
the  public  lands  •  •    96 

bis  remarks  on  the  bill  to  pre- 
vent the  interference  of  certain 
Fe  lend  officers  in  elections     -  234 

his  remarks  on  the  sobieet  of  the 
difficulties  between  Maine  and 
New  Bninawick       -  260, 311,  315 
Clay,  Clement  C.  of  Alabama— 

his  remarks  on  tbe  bill  graduat- 
ing and  reducing  the  price  of 
the  public  lands,  44,  ^  49, 63, 68, 

bis  reniarks  in  relation  to  ibe  diA 
ficultirs  between  Maine  and 
New  Brunswick  -  311 

Clay,  Henry,  of  Kentucky— 

his  remarks  on  the  bill  gradual 
ingand  reducing  the  price  of 
the  public  lands  44, 45,  47,60,^ 

his  remarks  on  the  Message  of 
the  President  and  other  docu- 
ments relating  to  the  difficul- 
ties between  Maine  and  New 
Brunswick        -  212, 3t0, 31 1, 315 

b:8  remarks  renouncing  Aboli- 
tionism, and  on  the  subject  of 
abolition  petitions       •  •  364 

Crittenden,  John  J.  of  Kentucky— 

bis  remarks  on  the  bill  graduat- 
inj^  and  reducing  the  price  af 
the  public  lands     •  -  56,  22S 

Cnthbf tt,  Airred,t>f  Georgia— 

his  remarks  on  the  bill  to  pre- 
vent the  interference  of  Fe- 
deral officers  in  elections        -  286 
D. 
Davis  John  of  Massachusetts— 

his  remarks  on  tiM  Message  of 
the  President  and  other  oocu> 
ments  reiallna  to  tha  difficul. 


ties  between  Maine  and  New 
Brunswick    -  -269,312,315 

Defaulters.    (See  Public  Moneys.) 
Defalcation.    (See  Swartwoui  and 

p.  16) 
Defences.     (See  Maine  and  New 
Brunswick.) 
of  the  Northern  and   Western 
frontiers.     Keroarks  of  Mr. 
Fulton  on  the  bill  providing  by 
means  of  bounty  lands  for  the  267 
Elections- 
report  of  Mr.  Wall,  from  tbe  Ju- 
diciary Committee,  on  Mr. 
Crittenden's  bill,  to  prevent 
the  interference  of  Federal  of- 
ficers in  •  -  157 
remarks  of  Mr.  Strange,  of  N. 
Carolina,  on  the  same        •  176 
Mr.  Norvell,  of  Michigan     •  181 
Mr.  Roaue,  of  Virginia      186, 214 
Mr.  Buchanan,  of  Pa.  •  203 
Mr.  Calhoun,  ef  8.  Carolina  -  234 
Mr.  Cuihbert,  of  Georgia      -  288 
MrlRives,  of  Virginia  403 
Mr.  Preston,  of  S.  Carolina  •  339 
P. 
Federal  offleen.    (Sea  Elections.) 
Florida- 
Mr.  Benton's  remarks  for  tha 
armed  occupation  and  settle- 
ment  of                   •  162, 163,  233 
remarks  of  Mr.  Unn,  of  Mis- 
souri, on  the  same  subject    •  165 
Frontiers.    (See  Defences.) 
Fulton  William  3.  Arkansas— 
bis  remarks  on  the  bill  giadu- 
ating  and  reducing  the  price 
of  the  public  lands      •          •    61 
his  remarks  on  the  bill  provid- 
ing, by  means  of  bounty  lands, 
for  the  defence  of  tbe  North- 
ern and  Western  ftontiers      •  237 
G. 
Graduation  bill.    (See  tands.) 

H. 
Hubbard  Henry,  New  Hampshire— 
his  remarks  on  the  bill  provid- 
ing for  the  better  security  of 
the  public  monevs,  and  for  the 

gunishment    of    public   de- 
lulters  •  •  .192 

Indians—  I. 

remarks  of  Mr.  Sefvier,  of  Ar- 
kansas, on  the  bill  to  provide 
for  the  ■aenritv  and  nrotec- 


tion  of  emigrant  and  oilvf  la- 
dian  tribes  weA  of  ihrfHaltfinf 
Miasovri  and  Arkansas  *  911 

Indian  Affairs- 
report  of  Cooimiaaiooeruf       -     t 


is,'  ptiblic,  the  Mil 
udreduci 


_  1  reducing  the  pne«  of  tL. 
remarks  of  Mr.  Beaum28;4i^49^B 
Mr.  Buchanan  •  •    ^ ' 

Mr.  Calhoun 
Mr.  Clay  of  Ala.     44»  48^49^1 

Mr.  Clay  of  Kj.    U«  45, 47,  Si^ 


Mr.Critteodso 

Mr.  FulioQ 

Mr.  Linn 

Mr.  Merrick     • 

Mr.Niles 

Mr.  Riiaae 

Mr  Smith  of  Indiaiia 

Mr.  TiptoQ  > 

Mr.  Walker 

Mr.  Williams  of 

Mr.  Young      - 

.oflIiBaooTi<- 


'l^ 


H^» 


«j4^«.i^» 


linn,  Lewis  P.  of 


iam  remaiks  oo  the  bill  liir^ki 

apadon  of  T^fliida  1 
his  remarks  m 


armed  occnpadon  of  1 


difficuliiasbeiv^.. 

New  Brunswick         >  « Vi 

his  remarks  on  ihelHBgi«l» 

ating  and  redoci^f  AofitfB 

of  the  public  lands      •         -SB 
Bt. 
Maoomb^'Alexander,  Haj^irOHtfi^ 

report  of  -  •  -     ^ 

Maine  and  New  Bnu*irick»  dtaca»> 

don  on  tbe  PresMgrfi  Wa*^ 

sage,  and  theraaolotiao  oTAo 

in  relation  to  the  iTifTn  iilliM 
between,  viz.: 
remarks  by  Mr.  ABen    •       Jil»SS 
Mr.  Benion  .JM 

Mr.  Brciwn  HMM 

Mr.  Buchanan     811,2 


Mr.  Calhouo    •  aHkatLSB 

Mr.  Clayof  AiabHtm-  -» 

Mr.  ClayofKr.  2lflL3 

Mr.nivis       .  - 

Mr.  Unn 

Mr.  Niies 

lb.  Norvell     •  SIS 

Bx;  ftmoa,    -         HI. 


INDEX  TO  THE  APPENDIX. 


415 


25th  Cong. 


Senate. 


6d  Skpsiok. 


Mr.  Rlres      •  -313 

Mr.  Rug£)M    •  250,  »l,  316 

Mr.  Pouillard  •  -311 

Mr.  TallmadgB  •  :  214 

Mr.  WAlker    •  21^,260,313 

Mr.  Webster 269,  260,312,3I&  316 
Mr.  WUliamsofMe.  213,357,260 
308,309,311,313,316 
.    Mr.yowM  316 

Merrick,  Wm.  D.ofMarvIand— 
hie  rcinarlnoQ  ibebill  gradoat- 
ingand  redodng  the  price  of 
tiie  public  lands  •    49 

/s.    (8«e  Public  Moneys.) 
M<irrl%  Thomas,  of  Ohlo^ 

his  lemarks  relacire  to  the  da* 

tiee  on  salt,  et6i  -    28 

Jlis  remarks  on  the  subject  of 
Abolition  petitions     •  -  167 

N. 
Nftvy  Department,  annual  report  of 

the  Secretary  -8 

Nilea,  John  M.  of  Conneoticut— 
his  remark!  on  the  bill  gradu* 
ating  acd  redocing  the  price 
oftbepubUclanS     •  .    44 

hb  remarks  in  reply  to  Mr. 
Rireson  liie  resolution  i«Ia' 
live  to  certain  alleged  trans* 
•Cdooi-  between  thd  United 
Slates  OAnk  and  the  Govern>' 
ment,  on  the  sale  of  its  bonds  61 
100,214 
his  letnarks  on  the  proposition 
of  Mr.  Benton  for  leave  to  in* 
trodu«»«  bill  for  the  repeal  of 
the  duties  on  salt,  and  the  fish* 
tng bounties    •  -111 

hia  remarks  in  relation  to  tho 
diflicuhies  between  Maine  and 
NewBruDswick  -311 

Morvell,  John,  of  Michigan- 
Ills  remarks  on  the  President's 
message,    and    other  docu- 
ments, in  relation  to  the  difli- 
cuhies between  Maine  and 
New  Brunswick,        «3,  310^  316 
his  remarks' on  the  bill  to  pre- 
vent the  interference  of  Fede- 
ral officers  in  elections  -  181 
"cMtoMster  General,  annual  repon 

of  the         ■  <     7 

^reaton,  Wm.  C.  of  South  Carolina— 
hia  remarks  on  themessage  of 
the  president]  and  other  docu- 


ments, in  relation  to  the  diffi- 
culties between  Maine  and 
New  Brunswick         28B,  269, 312 
hiiremaikson  the  bill  to  pro' 
vent  the  interference  of  Fede- 
ral officers  in  elections  •  339 
Public  Land*— see  lands. 
Public  Moneys— 

Mr.  Hubbard's  speech  on  the  bill 
providing  for  the  better  secu- 
rity of  the,  and  for  the  punish- 
ment of  defaulters       .  .  192 
Q. 
Quartermaster  General,  jreport  of 

the 14 

R. 
Rives.  Wm.  C.  of  Virginia— 

(See  Bank  of  the  Unttod  Slates.) 
bis  remarks  on  the  resolution 
touchioff  the  sale  of  the  United 
States  Bank  b«tnds  by  the  Go* 
eroment,  and  in  reply  to  Bfr, 
Roane  -  -  216 

his  remarks  in  celaUon  to  the 
difficuLies  between  Maine  and 
New  Brunswick  .  313 

his  remarks  on  the  bill  to  pre- 
vent  the  interference  of  car- 
uin  Federal  oilkera  in  elec- 
tions   •  •  -408 
Roane,  Wm.  H.  of  Virginia- 
his  remarks  on  the  bill  graduat- 
ing and  reducing  the  price  of 
the  public  lands         •          •    64 
his  remarks  in  reply  to  Mr. 
Rives  on  the  bill  to  prevent 
the  interference  of   certain 
Federal  ofBcen  in  elections  •  186 
214 
Robbina,  Asher,  of  Rhode  Island- 
Jlis  remarka  relative    to  the 
Smithsonian  bequest  •          •  297 
RugxleSfJobo— 

liis  remarks  on  the  Message  of 
the  President  and  other  docu- 
ments in  relation  to  the  diffi- 
culties between  Maine  and 
New  Brunswick        269,  261, 316 

Salt  Duiios  and  Fishing  Bounties— 
dkcuBsion  on  the  proposition  of 
Mr.  BentOB  of  Missouri  for 
leave  to  report  a  bill  to  repeal, 
via. 
remarks  of  Mr.  Benton  of  Mo.    136 


Mr.  Buchanan  of  PenDsylvania  76 
Mr.  Calhoun  of  South  Uirolina  76 
Mr.  Morris  of  Ohio    -  •    26 

Mr.  Nilea of  Connecticut  111 

Mr.WtUiamsorMaine         •    Td 
Sevier,  AmbroeeU.  of  Arkansaa— 
liis  remarks  on  the  bill  for  the 
protection  of  the  emigrant  and 
other  Indiin  tribes  west  of 
Missouri  and  Arkansas         •  241 
Smith,  OUver  H.  Indiana— 

his  remarks  on  the  bill  gradu- 
ating and  reducing' the  price 
of  the  public  lands       •     64,361 
Smithsonian  Bequest- 
remarks  of  Mr.  Bobbins  of  R. 
Island,  on  the  resolution  pro- 
posing to  foimd  an  institution 
of  learning  at  Washmgton,  in 
■   accordance  with  the  design  of 
James  Smithson  of  London    -  297 
Southard,  Samuel  L.  of  New  Jersey— 
his  remarks  in  relation  to  the 
difficulties  between  Maine  and 
New  Brunswick  -311 

Stanton,  Henry,  Acting   Quarter- 
master General- 
report  of  -  -  •  -14 
Slranve,  Robert,  of  North  Carolina— 
hu    speech    leplyinff    to    the 
charges  of    Mr    I)avis,    of 
Biassachuseus,    of    extrava- 
gance against  the  Administra- 
tion     -           •           -           -21 
his  remarks  on  the  bill  to  pre- 
vent the  interference  of  Fede- 
ral officers  in  elections          -  175 
Sub-Treasury.    (See  Public  Moneys.) 
Suj^eon  General — 

report  ( f  the       -  -16 

Swartwout,  Samuel- 
message  of  the  President  cover- 
ing a  report  of  the  Treasury 
Department  in  relation  to  the 
defalcation  of  -  -16 

Tallmadge,  N.  P.  of  New  York— 
his  remarks  on  the  difficulties 
exisung  between  Maine  and 
New  Brunswick         •  •  214 

T. 
Tipton,  John,  of  Indiana- 
hie  remarks  on  the  bill  gradu* 
atiog  and  reducing  the  price 
of  the  public  lands         •    60,  225 
Treasury  Departmoni— 


report  flrom  the  Secret   ^  ^ 
tive   to    the  defalcation    of 
Swartwout  -16 

W. 
Walker,  Robert,  of  Mississippi— 
his  remarks  on  the  bili  graduat- 
ing and  reducing  the  price  of 
the  public  lands  44. 48, 49,  (30, 350 
his  remarks  on  the  Presideni's 
.  message  and  other  documents 
relating  to  the  difficulties  be- 
tween Maine  and  New  Bruns- 
wick    -  •  213,260,313 
Wall,  Garrett  D.  of  New  Jersey— 
his  report  on  Mr.  Crittenden's 
bili  to  prevent  the  interference 
of  Federal  officers  in  elections  167 
War  Department- 
report  of  the  Secretary    '  1 
Webster,  Daniel,  of  Massachusetts— 
his  remarks  on  the  message  of 
the  President,  and  other  docu- 
ments, relating  to  the  difficul- 
ties between  Maine  and  New 
Brunswick  259,  260,  314,316,  316 

Williams, ,  of  Mississippi— 

his  remarks  on  the  bill  graduat- 
ing and  1  educing  the  price  of 
the  public  lands         •  .    49 

Williams,  Ruel,  of  Maine— 

his  remarks  on  Mr.  Benton's 
proposition  for  leave  to  Intro- 
cluce  a  bill  to  repeal  the  duties 
on  salt  and  the  fishing  bounties    73 
his  remarks  on  the  n^essuce  of 
the  President  and  oilier  Jocu- 
.  ments  in  relation  to  the  diffi- 
culties between   Maine   and 
New  Biunswick  213,257,260,  308 
309,311,313,315 
Wrif(b^  Silas,  of  New  York— 

his  remarks  on  the  resolution  of 
Mr.  Rives,  i  elating  to  certain 
transactions  between  the  liank 
of  the  United  States  and  the 
Government,  as  to  the  sale  of 
the  bonds  ofsaid  Bank       100, 1 13 
Y. 
Youn^;,  Richard  M-  of  Illinois — 
lijs  remarks  on  the  bill  gradu- 
ating and  rcd'icing  the  price 
of  the  public  lands    -       55,  225 
liis  remarks  in  relation  to  the 
difficulties    between     Maine 
and  New  Brunswick  -315 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 


Lboli!  km  petitions- 
remarks  of  Mr.  Moore,  on  pro- 
seating   the  remonstrance  of 
the   citiMOs  of    the  District 
of  Columbia  against  the  re- 
ception of  -237 
idama^  John  Q.  of  Massachusetts— 
hhs  remarks  on  the  message  of 
iJie  President,  and  other  docu- 
-ments,  relating  to  the  di flicul- 
ties  between  Maine  and  New 
Brunswick  on  the  boundary 
«|uestion  *  228 
hts  remarks  on  the  bill  giving 
ihc  President  addilionafpow- 
018     for  the  defence   of  the 
United  Sutes  against  invasion  2B4 
liaunMtFation  of  Martin  Van  Buren — 
speeches  reviewing  the  general 

poli<''y  and  conduct  oi^  vix: 
remarks  of  Mr.  Bell       •  -  369 

Mr.  Bronson     •  -  946 

9At.  Bynum     •  -123 

Mr.  Crary  -154 

Mr.  Cushman  •  -69 

Mr.  Duncan    •  -108 

Mr.  Kennedy  -  •  ^^ 

Mr.  Marvin     -  -333 

Mr.  Murray     •  -  U5 

Mr.  Pope         -  -313 

Mr.  Prentiss  of  Miss.  •  •  378 

Mr.Slade  -323 

Mr.  Underwood  -  372 

Mr.  Wise  -384 

rlcanMM.    (See  MUitarr  Roads.) 
-cnjr  Appropriation  Bill— 

xemarka  of  Mr.  Murray  of  Ky. 
on  the,  and  in  vhidication  of 
Mr.  Van  Boron's  AdminlMsa- 
tion,  and  In  favor  of  Increased 
appropriation  to  lattional  ar- 
iboriea  -146 

B. 
II  John,  of  Tennessee— 

bia  remarks  on  the  principles  of 
the  President's  last  annual 
Meesage  -360 

Ikia    ranurks  on  the  ciTll  and 

diplomatic  bill  -  366 

__j^  Richard  of  Pennsylvania— 
Ilia  remarks  en  the  application  of 
Q.    W.   Jones  for  pity  and 
mileage    aa    delegate    from 
Wiaconsin  -64 

R»la  remarks  on  the  propositiOD 
to  erect  a  dry  dock  at  Brooklyn   3 
>0m«  RatUITof  bufiaoa^ 
Hb  iwmA*.  op  eerttdo  roiolu- 


tions  proposing  the  appoint- 
ment ofase'ectcommiuee  to 
investigate  the  defalcation  of 
Samuel  Swartwout     •  •    35 

Brigga,  George  N.  of  Massachusetta— 
his  remarks  on  the  report  of  the 
Committee    of    Ways   and 
Means  on  tha  stato  of  the 
finances  316,  317 

Bronson,  Isaac  U.  of  New  York— 
his  remarks  in  relation  to  the 
application  for  pay  and  mile- 
age as  delegate,  by  Geo.  W. 
.lones,  of  Wiacdnsin  -  -    63 

his  remarks  on  ibe  general  ap- 
I)ropriation  bill,  and  in  rela* 
tion  to  the  expenses  of  Go- 
vernment -       '  215 
Bynum,  Jeese  A.  cf  North  Carolina— 
his  remarks  on  the  proposition 
to  appoint  a  select  committee 
to  investieaie  the  defalcation 
of  Samuel  Swartwout,  and  on 
ezcnstng  Mr.  Wagener  from 
aervlngon  the  same   •  -123 
Calhoun,  John,  of  Kentucky— 

his  remarks  on  (he  application  of 
George  W.  Jones  for  pay 
and  mileage  as  delegate  from 
Wisconsin  -    64 

Cambreleng,  Churchill  C.  of  N.  Y.— 
his  remarks  on  certain  resolu- 
tions proposing  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  select  committee  to 
investigate  the  defalcation  of 
Samuel  Swartwout    -    31,  32,  34 
his  report  from  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  on  the 
stale  of  the  finances  of  the  Go- 
vernment       .  .  260 
his  remarks  00  the  preposition 
to  erect  a  dry  dock  at  Brokly  n, 
N.Y.     .                     -     '36,38 
Census,  or  enumeration  of  the  inhabi- 
tants of  the  United  States- 
remarks  of  Mr.  Grant  on  the  bill 
for  takinc  the  sixth     •          •  287 
Chapman,  Reuoea,  of  Alabama— 
ois  remarks  on  the  bill  for  the 
relief  of  certain  settlers  on  the 
public  lands    •          -          .157 
CirO  and  Diplomatic  Bill— 

remKTksofMr.  Bell  on  the       -  366 
Mr.  Kennedy  * 

Mr.  C.  U.  WilUams  •  -  369 

Mr.  Blade  .  -  323 

Contested  Elecdon— 

Remarks  of  Mr.  Thomas  of  Md. 
op  the  cooteited  wti  oi  Mr. 


Doty,  delegate  from  Wiscon- 
sin       •  -  -  -    27 
remarks  of  Mr.  Cushing            -  3^0 
(See  Jones  G.  W.) 
Crary,  Isaac  E.  of  Michigan- 

his  remarks  on  the  proposition 
to  refer  the  subjects  of  the 
President's  Annual  Messaj^c 
to  appropriate  committees, 
and  in  vindication  of  the  Ad* 
ministiation     •  -154 

Cushing,  Caleb  of  Massachusetts — 
his  remarks  on  certain  resolu- 
tions proposing  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  eeleci  cemmlttee  to 
investiaate  the  defalcation  of 
SamueTSwartwout    •  -    32 

his  remarks  on  the  message  of 
the  President  relating  to  the 
difficulties  between  Maine  and 
New  Brunswick  •  230 

his  remarks  on  (he  bill  giving 
the  President  additional 
powers  for  the  defences  of  the 
United  States  -  -  270 

hia  remarks  on  the  contested 
seat  of  Mr.  Doty  delegate 
from  Wisconsin         •  -  320  . 

Cushman,  Samuel  of  New  Hampshire— 
his  remarks  on  certain  resolu- 
tions v^roposing  the  ai)point- 
ment  of  a  select  committee  to 
fovcstieate  the  defalcation  of 
Samuel  Swartwout   -  -    34 

his  remarks  on  the  proposltioQ 
to  refer  the  President's  Mes- 
sage, and  in  vindication  of  Mr. 
Woodbury,  and  the  Adminis- 
tration generally        •  -    69 
D. 
Davrson,  William  C.  of  Georgia— 
his  remarks  on  the  bill  to  erect 
a  dry  dock  at  Brooklyn        38^  39 
Defalcations.    (See  8.  Swartwout)— 
remarks  of  Mr.  Underwood,  of 
Kentucky,  on  the  proposition 
of  inquiry  into  the  la(e         -  373 
remarks  of^  Mr.  Prentiss,  of  ML  378 
Mr.  Wise,  of  Va.  -304 
Ditfencea  of  the  United  States.    (See 

Maine  and  New  Brunswick.) 
Dry  Docks,  discuniou  on  the  bill  for 
constructing  at  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 
viz: 
remarks  of  Mr.  Riddle  •  •    38 

Mr.  Cambreleng  36,  38 

Mr.  Dawson    •  38,39 

Mr.  Elmore     •  •    «0 

Mr.  Fry  •         -37 


Mr.  Iloffiman  • 
Mr.  Ingham    - 
Mr.  Keiin 
Mr.  kiallory     - 
Mr.  Nay  lor 
Mr.  Paniif  ntcr 
Mr.  Paynter    • 
Mr.  Ptirikin    - 
Mr.  Pickens    - 
Mr.  Potter 
Mr.  Pratt 
Mr.  Reed 
Mr.  Sergeant  - 
Mr.  Shepard,  Chaa. 
Mr.  Stanley     - 
Mr.  Thompson 
Mr.  Wise 


36.  37,  40 
35,30 

■i 

39.jj2 

*■''!'? 

-  4s 

-  'S6 

-  37 
•    41 

-  U 
56,4043 

39,41,  4li 


Duncan,  Alexander,  of  Ohio— 

his  remarks  on  the  proportion 
to  appoint  a  select  c^ouiinittce 
to  investigate  the  defalcation 
of  Samuel  Swartwout  -103 

rrniarks  of  Mr.  Elmore  on  the 
prupoeiii  n  for  the  expulfion 
fur  publishnig  in  (he  Ci:iol  o 
communications  reviewing  ihc 
conduct  of  ceitaiu  mcmbtrs  of 
the  House         •  -  -219 

remarks  ol  Gray  on  the  same  310, 15M 

remarksof  Mr.  Stanley  -  -  319 

remaiks  of  Mr.  Wise     -  -  319 

E. 
Elections.  (Sec  Contested  Elections.) 
Elmore,  Franklin  II.  of  South  Carolina— 

his  remarks  on  the  reeolution 
profiosing  the  expulsion  of 
Dr.  Duncan     •  -219 

hb  n  marks  on  the  bill  to  erect 
a  dry  dock  at  Brooklin  New 
York     -  -  -    40 

Evans,  Geoige,  of  Maine — 

his  remarks  on  the  Message  of 
the  President  relating  (o  the 
difficuUies  between  Maine  and 
New  Brunswick  •  226 

his  remarks  on  the  bill  giving  the 
President  additior.sl  puwrr  lor 
the  defences  of  the  United 
Sutes    •  .  -  275 

Everett,  H .  of  Vermont — 

his  remarks  on  certain  resoln- 
tisns  proposing  llio  appoint- 
ment of  a  select  commiiteoto 
investigate  the  defaicadou  of 
Samuel  Bwanwout     •  •    31 

his  remaiks  on  the  message  of 
the  President  relating  to  the 
difficulties  between  fiuine  and 
Newfiruofwlck        -         .  233 
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House  of  Bepretmtativea. 


3d  Sbssxov. 


bis  remarkfl  oa  tho  bill  giving 
the  President  additlona]  power 
for  the  defence  of  the  ITaited 
Scatea  in  case  of  invarlnn  •  286 
blsremarlta  on  the  Preeldent'e 
Meeiege.  and  on  the  Indian 
policy  or  the  Government  -  321 
Expcneea  oi  Go?ernineiii^ 

Mr.  Bell's  reniarics  on  the  366 

remarks  of  Mr.  C.  H.  WilHama  •  369 
Mr.  Murray  of  Kentucky  •  146 
Mr.  Bronson     •  •  '245 

Mr.  Kennedy  •  •  -406 

F. 
ruiraere,  Millard,  of  New  York— 
bis  remarks  on  the  bill  giving 
the  President  additional  pow- 
ers for  the  de'eneea  of  the  Uni> 
ted  Slates  in  case  of  inraiion  •  282 
Financee— 

report  of  Mr.  Cambreleng  from 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  oa  itie  state  of  the         •  260 
remarks  of  Mr.  Rhett  of  South 

Cerotina  on  said  report      132,  317 
remarks  of  Mr.  Briggs         316,  317 
Mr.  Marvin      -  333 

Florida  War.  (See  Seminole  Indians.) 
Fry,  Jacob,  jr.  of  Pennsylvanlar- 
bis  remarks  on  the  pro])oeition 
to  appoint  a  select  committee 
to  investigate  the  defalcation 
of  Samuel  Swartwout  •    89 

his  remarks  on  the  proposition 
to  erect  a  dry  dock  at  Brook- 
lyn, N.  Y.  .  -37 
G. 
Garland,  James,  of  Virginia— 
bis  remarks  on  ceitain  reeola* 
tioAs  propoeins  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  select  committee  to 
investigate  the  defalcation  of 
SaoiueTSwanwoai    •          -   32 
GiddingSf'J.  R.  of  Ohio— 

his  remarks  on  the  application 
of  George  W.  Jones  for  pay 
and  mileage  •  -65 

Grant,  Abraham  P.  of  New  York— 
his  remarks  on  the  bill  for  the 
taking  of  ibe  sixth  census      •  287 
Gratiot,  General  — 

remarks  of  Mr.  Underwood  of 
Ky.  on  the  defalcation  of       •  373 
Gray,  Hiram,  of  New  York— 

bifl  rcmaiks  on  the  propusitlon 
10  apfjoinl  a  select  committee 
to  investiga'e  the  defalcation 
ofSainuelSwanwout  -  96,99 
h  s  remarks  on  the  reeoluibn 
for  the  expulsion  of  Mr.  Dun- 
can of  Ohio,  for  the  publica- 
tion of  certain  cards  in  the 
Globe       •  •  ■  319,  320 

Harrison,  A.  G.  of  Missouri- 

his  remarks  on  ceriain  resnlu* 
tionsexplanetory  of  the  landed 
system  of  the  United  Stales     -  I9G 
Hoflmao,  O^den,  of  New  York- 
hit*  lemarks  on  the  proposition 
for  dry  dock  at  Brook Ivn  3C,  37,  40 
Howard,  Benjamin  0.  of  Mary  land— 
hisremaikson  the  Message  of 
the  President  in  relation  to  the 
ditncuUies  between  Maine  and 
New  Brunswick  >  236 

hii  remarks  on  the  bill  giving 
the  President  additional  pow- 
ers for  the  defence  or  the 
United  States  against  invasion  263 
Hunter,  R.  M.  T.  of  Virginia— 
his  re^iQrt  from  (he  Select  Com- 
mittee on  the  resolution  in  re- 
lation 10  the  mode  ofcollecting 
and  disbursing  the  revenues  of 
the  Government  •  -  129 

Indian  policy  of  the  Goveremrnt— 
remarks  of  Mr.  Everett  on  the 
subject  of  the  Indian  policy  of 
tlie  Government  .  321 

Ingham,  Samuel,  of  Connecticut— 
his  remarks  on  the  ptopositton 
for  the  construction  of  a  dry 
dock  at  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.    -  36,  36 

JoLnssn,  Win.  C.  oi  Maryland— 
hn  remarks  on  the  bill  giving  ibe 
President    addiilonal    powers 
for  the  defence  of  the  United 
States  against  invasion  -  296 

Jones,  Geo.  W.  of  Wisconsin- 

resolution  afleciing  his  pay  and 
mileage  as  DeIegaio,and  debate 
on  the' same     -  -63,61,66 

K. 
KcimjGjo.  M.  of  Pennsylvania— 
his  remarks  on  the  bill  for  erect- 
ing a  dry  dock  at   Brooklyn, 
New  York  -    80 

Kennedy,  J  P.  of  Maryland— 

bis  remarks  on  the  bill  makint 
appropriaiian  for  ibe  civil  and 
dipl  >maiic  service     • 

Ij. 

Lands,  public- 
disc  uwion  on  certain  rcaoludona    . 
relating  to  the  landeil  system 
of  the  United  Biaiea     • 
remarks  of  Mr.  Harrison  -196 

Mr.  Parker       •  -220 

Mr.  Yell  •  -25.1 

Mr.  jtobertson  of  Virginia      .  300 
Legarc,  Hugo,  of  South  Carolio^^ 


his  remarks  on  the  Mil  giving  ihe 
President  addittonal  powers  for 
the  defence  of  the  United  Suies 
against  liivaalon  3G3|  266 

Lincoln,  Levi,  orMassaehuMttt— 
his  remarks  on  the  mesMge  of 
the  President  relaiiof  to  the 
dilDcultles  between  Maine  and 
New  Brunswick  •  239 

Bl 
Maine  and  New  Drunewick,  dlKUe- 
sion  on  the  Jieonge  of  the  Pren- 
dent  and  other  documentiL  In  rela^ 
tion  to  (he  diffieukies  between, 
growing  out  of  the  boundary  ques- 
tion, vit: 
remarks  by  Mr.  Adams  •  298 

Mr.  Biddle      •  -261 

Mr.  Gushing   -  •  -  230 

Mr.  Evans  -  296 

Mr.  Everett     -  -233 

Mr.  Howard    •  -  226 

Mr.  f  jlncoln     -  -299 

Mr.  Pearce,ofMd.  -226 

Mr.  Pickens    -  -231 

Mr.  Thompson  -  296 

Mr.  Sergeant  .  -  239 

Mallory,  Francis  of  Virf  inia— 
his  remarks  on  the  propoeirion 
to  erect  a  dry  does  at  Brook- 
lyn, New  York  •    36 
Martin,  Joohua  L.  of  Alabama— 
his  remarks  on  the  proposition 
to  appoint  a  select  committee 
ti  investigate  the  defalcation 
of  Samuel  Swartwout           •    92 
Marvin,  Richard  P.  of  New  York- 
hie  remarks  on  the  report  of 
the  Commlttoe  of  Ways  and 
Means                                  -  333 
Mason,  J.  Y.  of  Vlrginia- 

his  remarks  on  certain  reeoln- 
tinns  proposing  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  select  committee  to 
.  investigate  the  defalcation  of 
Semuei  Swartwout     -  •   31 

Mason,  Samson,  of  Ohio— 

his  remarks  on   the  resolution 
affecting   the  per   diem  and 
mileage  of  Geo.  W.  Jones        63 
Mercer,  Chas.  F.  of  Virginia— 
his  remarks  on  the  defiUcatton 
of  Bamoel  Swartwout  •    34 

Menefee,  Richard  H.  of  Kentucky— 
his  remarks  on  the  bill  giving 
the  President  additional  pow- 
ers for  the  defence  of  the 
U.  8.  in  case  of  invasion        -  281 
Military  Roads- 
remarks  ol  Mr.  Yell  of  Arkansss, 
on  the  bill  to  authofise  the 
Secretary  of  War  to  continue 
a  garrison  at  Port  Gibson,  and 
open  on  the  Western  frontieis    63 
Monicomery,  William,  of  N.  Carolina— 
his  remarks  on  the  bill  making 
appropriations  for  prosecuting 
t'le  war  in  Florida  8 

Moore,  Ely,  of  New  York^ 

bis  remarks  on  the  proposition 
10  appoint  a  select  committee 
to  investigate  the  defskations 
of  Samuel  Swartwout  -    79 

his  remarks  on  the  bill  fur  the 
increass  of  the   pay  of    the 
warrant  officers  in  the  navy  .  134 
his  lemarks  on  presenting  the  re- 
monstrance from  the  citizens 
of  (he  District  of  Columbia 
against  the  reception  of  aboli- 
tion petitions    -  -  237 
Morris,  S.  W.  of  Pennsylvania— 
his  remarks  on  the  expenses  of 
the  Swartwout  committee       215 
Murray,  John  L.  of  Kentucky— 
hw  re  mark*  on  the  proposition 
tdncrease  the  appropriation  to 
naiional  armories,  and  in  vin- 
dication of  the  Admbtntion    145 
N. 
Navy- 
remarks  ofMr.  Moore  on  the  bill 
to  increase  the  pay  of  the 
warrant  officen  of  the  •  134 
Navy  Commissionera— 

remarks  of  Mr.  Petrlkin  on  the 
proposition  to  abolish  the 
Board  of         -  -  :  160 

remarks  of  Mr.  Parmer.ter       •  217 
Naylor,  Chas.  of  Pennsylvania— 
his  remarks  on  the  proposition 
to  construct  a  dry  dock  at 
Brooklyn  -36 

P. 
Parker,  Amasa  J  of  New  York— 
bisrenmrks  on  certsin  resolu- 
tions in  relation  to  the  landed 
system  of  the  United  States  •  2^ 
Parmenter,  William,  of  Massachosstts— 
his  remarks  on  the  proposition 
to  abolish  the  Board  of  Navy 
Commissioners  •  217 

his  remarks  on  the  proposition 
10  erect  a  dry  dock  at  Brook- 
lyn. N.Y.       .  86,38 
Psynier.  f^muel,  of  Pennsylvania— 
his  remarks  on  the  proposition 
to  construct  a  dry  dock  at 
Brooklyn                  >  -    36 
Psarce,  James  A-  of  Maryland— 
bis  remarks  on  the  message  of 
the  President,  and  other  oocu- 


ments  relating  to  the  difficul- 
ties on  N.  E.  frontior  •  226 
Pstriklo,  David,  of  Pennsylvania— 

his  remarks  on  the  uroposiiion 
to  abolish  the  Board  of  Navy 
Commiasionen  *  160 

his  remarks  on  thepropositloii 
to  erect  a  dry  doclt  at  Brook- 
lyn, NY..  38,  42 
Pickens,  Francis  W.  of  0.  Carolina— 

hisrsmarks  on  csnain  rssolu- 
tions  proposing  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  select  committee  to 
inveatlgate  the  defalcation  of 
SaroneT  Swartwout      -       81,  34 

his  remarks  on  the  Message  of 
the  President  and  other  docu- 
ments relating  to  the  diffleul' 
ties  between  Maine  and  New 
Brunswick  -  231 

his  remarks  on  the  bill  giving  the 
President  additional  powen 
for  (he  defence  of  the  United 
States  against  invasion  •  299 

hisrsmarks  on  the  proposition 
for  the  construction  of  a  dry 
dock  at  Brooklyn,  N.  T.     >  86, 42 
Polk,  James  K.  of  Tennessee 

his  decision  and  remarks  touch* 
ing  the  application  for  pay 
and  mileage  by  Geone  w. 
Jones,  Wisconsin    ••  63,64 
Pope,  John,  of  Kentucky— 

his  remarks  on  the  application 
of  George  W.  Jonee  for  pay 
and  mileage     -  *    64 

his  remarks  on  the  civil  and  di- 
ploflsaUcbil]     •  343 

Potter,  Wm.  W.  ofPonnsylvanta— 

his  remarks  on  the  bill  to  au- 
thorise the  issue  of  Treasury 
notes    -  -166 

bis  remarks  on  ths  proposition 
Ui  erect  a  dry  dock  at  Brooklyn  38 
Pfutt,  Z  of  New  York- 
hie  remarks  on  the  piopoeltlan 
to  construct  a  dry  dock  at 
Brooklyn,  N.  Y.  -916 

Prentiss,  S.  S.  of  Mississippi— 

his  remarks  on  the  proposition 
to  appoint  a  select  committee 
to  investigate  the  defalcation 
of  Samuel  Bwaitwoot    -    99, 378 

his  remarks  on  general  deialca- 
tions  of  officers  of  the  Go  vera- 
ment    '  •  -378 

President's  Annual  Message- 
remarks  of  Mr.  Cusbman  in  vin* 
dication  of  Mr.  Woodbuiy, 
and  in  (avor  of  lbs  appropri- 
ate reference  of  the  •    68 

remarks  of  Mr.  Bell  of  Te.       -369 

Mr.  Crary  of  Michigan  -  164 

Mr.  Bvereu  of  Vermont         -  321 

R. 

Reed,  John,of  MassachuseU»— 

bis  remarks  on  the  preposition 
to  erect  a  dry  dock  at  Brook- 
lyn, N.Y.  -36 
Revenues  of  the  Government. 

report  of  Mr.  Hunter  of  Virgi- 
nia, fttmi  the  select  commit- 
tee  on  tlie  resolution  in  rela- 
tion (o  (he  mode  of  collecting 
and  disbursing  the     -  -  129 

Rhett,  R.  Barnwell,  of  South  Carolina— 

his  remarks  on  the  Committee 
of  Wave  and  Means  on  the 
state  of  the  finances     •      132,317 
Robertson,  John,  of  Virginia— 

his  lemarks  on  the  resolution 
relatingto the  landed  system 
of  the  United  Butes  -  -  300 

Rumsey,  Edwaid,  of  Kentucky— 

his  remarks  on  the  resolution 
srantinfi  a  gold  medal  to 
Jaroee  Rumsey  the  surviving 
son  of  James  Rumsey  the  bi' 
ventor  of  steamboats  •  291 

8. 
Saltonstall,  Leverett,  of  Masiachusett*- 

bis  remarks  on  the  subjeet  of 
the  N.  E.  Boundary  J  272, 978 
Seminole  Indians- 
remarks  of  Mr.  Montgomery  on 
the  bill  making  appr(»pria- 
tions  for  prosecuting  the  war 
In  Florida  against  the  -  268 

It,  John,  of  Pennsylvania— 

'his  remarks  on  the  Hessage  of 
the  President  relathig  to  the 
difficulties   between     ^  • 
and  New  Brunswick  < 

hisremaikson  the 
ID  erect  a  dry  dock  at  Brook- 
lyn, N.  y.      -  -37 
SeUlen  on  the  Public  Lands- 
remarks  of  Mr.  Chapman  on 
the  bill  for  the  relief  of  the     -  Ifb 
SheMrd,  Charles,  of  North  Carolina— 

MB  remarks  on  the  proposition 
to  erect  a  dry  dock  at  Brook- 
lyn. N.Y.  -41 
Blade,  Wm.  of  Vermont— 

his  remarks  on  the  civil  and 
diplomatic  bill,  and  reviewing 
the  policy  of  the  Government  323 
Smith,  F  O.  J.  of  Maine— 

bis  remarks  on  the  bill  giving 
the  President  additjonarpow- 
ers  f  jr  the  defence  of  tho 
V.  title!  actiost  inTudon  •  279 


Stanley,  Edward,  of  Nonh  Carolina— 
his  remarks  on  the  pnmoshion  is 

erect  a  dry  dock  at  Brookiya  •  fi 
his  remarks  on  the  propoattloB 
for  the  expulsion  of  Dr.  Dun- 
can    -  -         an 


remarks  of  Edward  Rumsey  oa 
the  rc80lu(i<w  granting  a  fpM 
medal  to  James  Rumsey,  jr. 
surviving  son  of  James  Rum- 
sey, the  inventor  of  -  -8 
Swartwout,  Samuel— 

discusrion  on  certain  resoluijem 
proposlDg  the  appointment  ef 
a  select  committee  lo  investi- 
gate the  defalcaiion  of,  as  cot 
MOT  of  New  York,  viz: 

remarks  of  Mr.  Boon    •         •  S 
Mr.  Bynum  •  19 

Mr.Cambrelenf         -   31,32,31 
Mr.  Gushing    •  3 

Mr.  Cushman  •  ■  S 

Mr.DuBcan     -  -W 

Mr.  Bvereu     -  -  1 

Mr.  Pry  9 

Mr.  C3«rfauid  of  Virginia  9 

Mr.Ony      -  -96^9 

Mr.  Martin    •  -" 

Mr.MasomofViiginia 
Mr.Mereer  • 
Mr.  Msore     - 
Mr.  Pickens  - 
Mr.  Prentiss,  of  Mis. 
Mr.  Taylor    - 
Mr.  Thomas  - 
Mr.  Toucay    - 
Mr.  Underwood 
Mr.  Wise      -  31. 32. 33,34. 98, 

remarks  of  6.  W.  Morriss  of 
Pennsylvania,  on  the  snbject  of 
the  exorbiiattt  ezpenai  of  the 
committee  which  lotestigslad 
tbedefekalioaor  -291 

Taylor,  WllIiaiB,  of  New  York— 

his  remarks  on  the  proposttioD 
lo  appoint  a  oommma  w  inves- 
tigate the  defateaiionof  9sm1 
Swartwout  •  66^  Vt* 

Thomas,  PtancJSjofMd.- 

his  lemarks  on   the    conleetsd 
■satofMr.Docy.dskgatefiOB  _ 
Wisconsin  I 

his  remarks  on  the 


for  pay  by  George 
as  delegated  from  V 


Wisoonn-  9 
his  remarks  on  the  pcofsniiisa 
to  appoint  a  select  oamndess 
to  nivestigate  the  defakarisn 
of  Samuel  Swanwout  •  77,] 
Thompson,  Waddy,of  8.  Caroiian- 
his  remarks  on  the  MesM^ef 
the  President  relating  to  the 
difficultiee  between  Maine  aad 
New  Brunswick  -m 

his  remarks  on  the  propesiiiDB 
u>  erect  a  dry  dock  at  Brsek-     _ 
lyn       -  •  ■     3^*1 

TiUtaghast,  Joseph  I.  of  R.  L 

hM  remarks  on  the  bill  givmf 
(he  President  addhional  row- 
ore    lor    the   defeneeeffhe 
United  Stales  Bcainst.  I 
Toucy,  Issac,  of  Connccdcal— 
his  remarks  on  ibe  pswpoi 
to  appoint  a  sdsctceauBMtBC 
to  invcsiisatetlsa  ddhkatina 
of  Samuel  Swanwout 
Treasury  Noise- 

remarks  of  Mr.  Potter  on  tkeWO 
toauthorizeihe  iasuBof 
U. 
Underwood,  Jokn,  ofKonkocky— 
his  remarks  on  the  piofiositieBS 
of  inquiry  Into  the  laiediW- 
cations 
bis  reinaiks  on  the  deiislcaCHB 
of  General  Gratioi 
vr. 

Ways  aad  Means.    (See  FtoaaMs.) 

Wisconrin.     (9      '  "-^ 

tlon.) 

Wise,  Henry  A.  ^, 

his  reawrke  on  ecftala  mafe- 
tiens  propc«Ein^  the  SfV"**' 
ment  of  a  eelaet  ctmmm  to^ 
inveeUnta  tlsn  defthaiwef 
Samuel  ftwaitwoot  Sl,9M|l 

hisrewiarka  tovachinf  tfeeafv^ 

cation  Jbrpaj  aad  mflsigi  ^ 

Georxe  W.  ionea^  asdri^  . 

from  Wlacnosin  j  • 

bis  remarin  oa  dcWcsAv  a 

officers  of  the  GossoB^* « 
his  remarkv  on  ihs  pnpsrfdsa 

for  the  cxpaleieB  efDr.  Ihm- . 

can 
bis  renuurhis  on  che  \Ato  ia0  , 

a  dry  dock  ai  Bieoklya  %t 
Wintima,  C.  B.  ofTmsimiB 

his  remaika  oa  the  cH9  mj 

diploanaiie  amMmairfunX  r 

Tell.  Archibald,  rtf  ({rtairtf 
his  rrooaika  on  rsnys  I 

tlona  relaiiog  lo  dbs 
^  system  of  the  UaM  f_ 
hlsreaBatkeeniheUiwu      ^ 

riaa  the  8«sntay«rmfff 

aimiQiM  a 
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Mr.  Wise. ..•....., 33,87,121,135 

.       Mr.  Word.... 421,89,126 

Mr.  WorlbingtOD «« •.••.•• 89 

.     ,  Mr.  Yell , , ......58,90,122,154 

Mr.  York.:. .;..,.;:... .......v.^.::. 89,123,15a 
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■  •  177, 179, 180, 181, 191, 19?.  194, 5»2, 514. 214,  215,  219,  220» 

223,  227,  228,  234.  235,  248, 

Robinson,'  Edward;  of  Maine. , 97, 106, 137,  201 

Rumsey ,  Edward ,  of  Kentucky • 181 

Rumsey,  James,  the  inventor  of  steamboats.    Select  committee  on  the 
memorial  of  the  heirs  of  and  joint  resolution  granting  a  medal 

to •. 61,176,181 

Russell,  David,  of  New  York. . .'.  .51,  56.  60,  89.  93,  98, 105, 109, 123, 139, 

151,1654  166,168,169,218,228,830 

Sailing  Masters  in  the  Nayy*    Bill  to  iacrease  the  pay  q(  the 103,  250 

Salt  duty.  Joint  resolution  of  the  Massachusetts  Legislature  relating  to.  .227 

Saltonstall,  lu,  of  Massachusetts 16,  46,  50,  93,  98, 105,  111.  125, 126, 

130, 137, 139,  142, 147, 191,  236 
Sergeant,*  John,  of  Pcnnsylyafaia. :  :.':2, 18,  21,  33, 113, 121, 128,  l42,  144, 

169, 176, 192,  215,  216,  219 

Sawyer,  Barauel  T.,  of  North  Carolina 123, 139,  140, 152 

Schools.    Bill  authbrfzlhg  the  reTinquishment  of  the  16th  sections, 
granted  for  the  use  of,  and  the  entry  of  other  lands  in  lieu 

thereof...:....::.;...... ...218 

Seamen.  Bill  for  the  relief  of  distressed  Ajnerican,  in  foreign  countries.. 191 
Select  cohnmiltees:  AppoinliVierii  6r. ....:, .  .33,  34,  91 ,  131,  133,  134,  135 
Selma  and  TerinesVee  Raifrokd'  Company.  Bill  for  the  relief  of.  191,  249,  250 

Seminole  war.    Number  of  troops  engaged  and  killed  in  the .88 

Seminole  Indians.    Proposition  to  appropriate  for  a  treaty  with  the.  • .  .227 
Settlers  on  the  tSubliclaftdd.*  'Bnifbt  the  Wlifefbf  certain,  who  were  de- 
prived of  the  bene&ts  of  the  act  granting  preemption  rights  to.  .218 

To  secure  to  actual,  preemptions.  • . .'.'. '. 218 

SbeflTer,  Daniel,  of  Pennsylvania 56,  J52,  169 

Shepard,  Charles, of  North  Carolina............ 152,  184,  189 

Shepler,  Matthias,  of  Ohio. . . , :. ;.  .57,.104,  122,  170 

Sheipperd,  Augustine  H.,  of  JSTorlh  Carolina 60,  90.  96,  98, 112,  123^ 

Shields;  Ebetfezer;  of  Tennessee 22,  90, 140, 147,  174,  175, 180,  181, 

'"'  190  191   l97  230 

Siblet;  MiirtfU.-,  of  N<W  Ydrlf.. . .  .56,  60,  89,  98, 105, 108,*110,*ll^,'l34, 

140,  166. 169,  175.  181,  194 

SMe,  William,  of  Vermont 33,  50,  56,  58.  88, 104, 137,  169, 186,  192, 

197,1^8,206,214,219,220,233 

J^Iavfety 'und  ihv  sTaVc'  ti^d«.'  *  B^t'JtboHtitM, 

Slaved,  fb^lttt^s.  Resolutions  of  instruction  to  the  Judiciary  Cominitfee 

to  report  a  bill  making  it.penal  to  aid .  • 34 

Smith,?.  O.  J.,  of  MaineTI: :..........:.... 109,115,131,132,246. 

Smiihfioi\,  James.    The  bequest  of. 2Q,  ill,  119 

Instructions  tn  the  Joint  Select  Committee  on ,'■ 1^ 

Report  of  the  Joint  Select  Committee  on 146 

.  Bill  to  provide  for  the  di^osition  and  management  of  the  be- 
quest of. ... ;  ;.'.v.  ;.;.;;;.•..;.; .-. 201 

Snyder,  Adam  W.,  of  lllinms.- ...;. 57,87,90,  143, 154 

Solifcitor  of  the  Treasury.    Reports  from  the .'. 210,  211 

Sbuthgatp,  William  W.,  of  Kentucky. 57,  80.  91, 104,  122,  153 

Dr.  Duncan's  card  in  reliction  to  certain  conduct  of. ....... .  .213- 

Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives.     Resolution  of  Mr.  Blm'^re, 

proposing  a  vote  of  thanks  to  the,  and  debate.  .245,  250,  251,  252 

The  valedictory  of  the. . . .-. 262,  253 

Spencer,  James  B.,  of  New  York 56,  128,  151. 169 

Spoliations,  French,  prior  to  1800.  Petitions  and  motions  in  relation  to.  .41, 

139 
•  -BiHforthe  liquidation  of  claims  of  Ameriean  citizens  for,  by 
France,  prior  to  the  treaty  of  1801. 144 
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SprincMd  Mannfactarinr  CompuiT.    Bill  for  th«  rt\M  of  the  > .  >  .SST,  5M5 
8ur1t,  E4w«n»,  of  NorA  Carolina.....91, 34,  95,51,56,  63,  77,67,  HI, 
113, 131, 170, 171, 175, 186, 193, 901, 904,  908, 915, 919, 390, 99? 
Stanlr,  Sdwafd,  of  North  CarolinaF- 

Hit  letltr  to  the  editors  of  tht  Iiit«1Hgeiie«r  •zplaiwt&ry  of  hia 

coarto  apon  the  abolition  rMolution  of  Mr.  SUide»  »•.••••«.  .919 
Dr.  Donean'a  atrietorea  on  the  speech  of,  aa  published  in  the  In- 
telligencer.  ••,.;.  vvw...b.kv..b4u 919 

Starch.    Bill  impoeiog duty  on. » i  ^  »'»i  <  •  w  ^  k.> » » k • 147 

State  Department.    Reaohitlons  calling  for  information  from  the .....  87, 90, 

193, 124, 153,  155,  185 

Conmnnicationa  from  the. 90,  99, 130, 135 

Statioiierf .    The  Clerk  of  the  Houae  authorized  tp  diapoee  of  certain 

damaged • • ••  •  •  .91 

Steamboats  and  &eam  Engines.    ReaoHitiona  of  instruction  to  the  ee- 

lect  committee  on 199, 198 

Bill  eoppleflMntary  to  the  act  to  provide  for  the  better  aecuritf  of.  149 

Reaolutiona  reported  by  the  select  committee  on.. 176 

Steamboat  Caroline.    Outrage  upon  the,  hj  the  Engliah 150, 151, 170, 

188,214 

Steam  ahipo-of-war.    Propoaitione  in  relation  to  building 87, 89 

Steam  ezploeiona.    Report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treaaury  upon 33 

Meeaage  of  the  Preeident  in  relation  to •<78 

Steam  Tceaels.    Bill  to  authorize  the  importation  of  iron,  free  of  duty, 

for  the  constrociion  of. 130, 188 

.  StSTeoion,  Andrew,  Minister  to  Englend.    Resolution  of  Mr.  Adams 

proposing  to  Infestigats  the  conduct  of,  with  Daniel  CConnell.  ..9, 

18  86  93 

Stewart,  Archibald,  of  Virginia 47, 93, 108,  111,  139, 146, 191,  918 

Stone,  William,  of  Tenneaaee .•••••- 57, 88, 104, 144, 170 

Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States.    Resolution  of  Mr.  Bronson,  re- 
stricting the  application  of  the  contingent  fund  of  the 5106, 206, 

914,915,916 
Storplua  reremie.    BiU  fort  he  poetpoaement  of  the  fourth  inetalment  of 

the, 80 

Surreys.    Mr.  Mercer's  proposition  for  the  prosecution  of ...•••  •  .176, 178 

Joint  resolution  authorizing  certain,  to  be  made ....ISl,  918 

Bill  to  institute  and  continue  certain,  and  tolauthorize  internal  im- 
provements  900 

Surveyor  General.  BiU  to  change  the  location  of  the  office  of,  of  the  dis- 
trict composed  of  Ohio,  Indiana,  and  Michigan 196 

Swartwout,  Samuel,  late  coUeecor  of  New  York.    Defalcation  of.  • .  .91, 98, 

99,107,110,111 

Proceedings  and  debate  in  relation  thereto 51, 55,  60,  68,  70»  71, 

73, 88,  111,  191 
Eesolotton  of  Mr.  James  Garland,  to  refor  the  subject  to  a  select 

committee  of  nine.  .61, 95, 109, 196, 198, 130, 131, 139, 133  134, 135 
Mr.  Uoyt's  memorial  proteetingagalaei  the  unjuet  conduct  of  the 

selea  committee. 194 

Reeolution  of  Mr.  Loomis,  reqoifttog  the  eelect  committee  to  trane- 

mit  to  the  House  the  journal  of  their  proceedings 191 

Report  of  the  select  committee. J225, 227 

Reeolution  of  Mr.  Thomas,  authorizing  the  eetUement  of  the  ac- 
counts of  the  select  committee.  •  • ..  • 930 

Resolution  of  Mr.  Wise,  to  pay  extra  compensation  to  the  clerk 

to  the  eelect  committee. . : • • 250 

Reeolutions  touching  the  defUcation  of. .89, 91, 187 

Motion  of  Mc.  Curtie  to  print  520,000  copiee  of  the  repot  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in  relation  to  the  defiilcauon  of  115, 129 

Swearingen,  Henry,  of  Ohio -••••» 104, 170 

T. 
Taliaferro,  John,  of  Yiigink.  •  .57,  60, 94, 96, 194, 114, 115, 116, 147, 170, 

185,927,228,348 
Taylor  WiUiam,  of  New  York.  .8, 34, 35, 56, 89, 94, 99, 105,  111,  133, 133, 
134, 147, 169. 175, 176, 180, 187, 193, 900, 901, 203, 233 
Tennessee.    An  act  to  require  the  judgee  of  the  diatria  courts  of  cast 

and  weaiTenneeeee  to  hold  a  oonrt  at  Jackson..... 126 

Bill  for  the  relief  of  certain  eettJers  living  on  the  Salt  Lick  Reeer^ 

valione,  in  the  westem  distnet  of.. ••••«.  •••«-•••« 180 

Bill  entitiiMl  an  act  to  authorize  the  State  of,  to  iasue  grants  and 
perfoet  titlee  to  certain  lande  therein  deacribed,  and  to  settle  the 
daiaes  to  vacant  and  unappropriated  landa  within  the  aame  .206, 960 

Tenneesee  land  bUL 147 

Terrilsries.    Reeolntiona  of  instniction  to  the  Committee  on 90, 123, 

154  155 
fiOls  reported  bj  the  committee  on  the. .  .114, 139, 143, 146, 175|  181 
Territory  west  of  the  nock  j  Mountaine.    Mr.  Cushing's  report  on  the.300 
lutiotts,  petitiODs,  and  remonstiaiicea  in  relation  to.  .8, 56, 91, 

96,113,137,909 


Texas.    Reeolutions,  ] 


Bin  to  provide  for  earryiitf  into  eftot  the  eonvoDtion  between  the 

United  Stalee  and 98,99,109,919 

ThomM,  Fimnda,  of  Maryland.  .9, 9, 90, 58, 74, 75,  76,  78,  79, 80,  86, 97, 

109, 104, 105,  111,  196, 135, 146. 163, 166, 175, 180, 185, 186, 199, 

915, 219, 928, 230, 383, 234,  341, 345, 350 

Thompaon,  Waddy,  of  South  Carolina 30, 35, 63, 79,  77, 78, 104, 113, 

113, 115, 134,  UO,  143»  153, 159, 173, 173, 180, 310, 233, 394, 930, 

934,236 

Tillinghaet,  Joeeph  L.,  of  Rhode  Tiland. .  .91, 34, 33, 56,  60, 71, 80,^6, 97, 

105, 115, 191, 124, 130«  137, 146, 147, 150, 178, 187, 190, 193, 909. 

309, 219, 990, 933, 945, 948 

Titue,Obediah,ofNewYoric ....193,187 

Tobacco  tra4e.    Rclauog  to  the,  of  ihe  United  Scatea. .58,  935 

select  committee  on  the,  end  their  report. ^ ^ 61,  219 

Toland,  Geor-^e  W.,  of  Peiraeylveflu. 56, 105, 109«  196 


Tonnege  and  import.    Bill  supplementary  to  the  act  of  1799  and  1868, 

relating  to..... « • .175 

Toucy,  laaae,  of  Conneeticvt. . .  JK,  56, 68, 105, 199, 198, 133, 144, 146, 179, 

180,190,199,200,201,210,918,919,990 

Towns,  Geonee  W.,  of  Georgia 104, 191, 123, 194, 184, 249 

Turney,  Hopkins  L.,  of  Tenneesee.  .35, 57, 69, 90, 129, 196, 128, 153, 204, 
'  306,908,311,298,290 

Treeeonr  of  the  United  Statee.    Communications  from  the ^6, 935 

Treasury  bill.    The  Independent 126,184,903,204 

Treaaory^  building.    Material  for  the  erection  of  the 152 

.  Mr.  Bond  Vproposiiion  to  strike  out  the  appropriation  to  the 290 

Treaaury.    See  Indepmdgnt  TWaniry. 

Treaaury  Department    The  bill  for  the  reofganisalion  of  the 60, 191 

Annual  reports  of  the  Secretary  of  the 9,20,21,61 

Communications  from  the. . .  .90,  93, 34, 51, 69,  64,  80, 99, 103,  111, 
113, 115, 191,  135, 144, 148, 165, 161, 164, 172, 178, 181, 191, 

195,9K 

Resolutions  of  instruction  to  the. .89,155 

Reeolutione  calling  upon  the,  for  inforaaation.  .58, 87, 88, 89, 90, 91, 

109,  123, 124, 195, 196, 149, 150, 159, 153, 154, 161, 171, 185, 

•  187,200 

The  Secretory^  report  upon  defoleations..,.. 155 

Tkressury  notes.    Bill  amendatory  of  the  act  anthoristaf  tke  iasue  of  . . .  106, 

U.  189  901  904 

Underwood,  Joeeph  R.,  of  Kentucky.'. . .  .9, 25, 50,  S7, 60,  80, 9l',  95,'l08, 

111,  115, 116, 199, 194, 196, 198, 133, 149, 143, 147, 153, 170, 

171, 176, 187, 190, 199, 9M,  915 

United  States.    BSD  for  dM  punishment  of  crimes  sgainst  the « .94 

Venderveer,  Abraham,  of  New  York..'. ^ 56,105,169,189 

Vermont.    Bill  to  pay  the  militia  of,  called  out  by  the  Govenor  to  pro- 
vent  urtlawfol  Incursions  into  Canada 475 

Joint  reeolution  of  the  Legtslatoro  of,  praying  for  the  aboli- 
tion of  elatery,  proceedinge,  &c 137, 168, 169 

Bill  for  the  establiahment  of  a  penskm  agency  at  Montpelier, 

in •• 181,918 

Tesssls  of  War.    Bin  regulating  the  appropristions  for  rebuilding,  por- 

chaeing,  and  repairing ; 109, 115, 130 

Tirgini a.  Bill  gramtng  the  assent  of  Congraee  to  the  act  of  the  General 
Aseembly  of  the  State  of,1ncorpor«ting  the  Falmouth  and  Alex- 
andria Railroad  Company,  and  debate 00,  1 15, 139, 159 

Viigmia  Bounty  Land  Warrants.    Report  of  the  eelea  committee  on 

^    thesubj^tof ....TVT. 227,230,935.940 

Vote  of  thanks  to  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Repreeentatives.  .945, 250, 951 

Mr.  S.  S.  Proniiee'e  etMSch  against  a .951,959 

Mr.  Gray's,  of  New  York,  rophr .959 

TlvaYoce  reeolution.    See  DreesMrMfe,  and 41B 

Remarks  of  Mr.  Thomas,  orMaryfaoid,  upon  the ...«••  j9 

Proceedings  on  the  resolution...., 91,193,137,131,139 

INT. 

Wsgener,  David  D.,  of  Pennsvlvania .3, 89, 134 

War  Department.    Reeolution  reported  from  the  Committee  on  the 

Expendituree  in  the 115, 139, 144 

Communicadone  from  the.  .90, 97,  111,  116, 190, 1,35, 140, 144, 159, 

164,179,178,189,997,995 

Resolution  calling  upon  the  Secretary  of  War  for  information.  ...8S, 

87,  88,  90, 95,  99, 103, 123, 123, 194, 195, 136, 140, 150. 159,  IS), 

154,155,161,184,185,187,904,906 

Resolution  of  instraction  lo  the  Secrotac^  of  War ; .  ..144 

Bill  for  the  erection  of  a  ilre-proof  buildmg  for  the 146 

Waahington  City  Benevolent  Society.    Bill  to  incorpbrete  the 139, 191 

Waahington  Manual  Labor  School  and  Male  Orphan  Society  of  Che 

Citj  of  Weahington.    Bill  tt>  incorporate  the. 150, 191 

Ways  and  Meana.    Resolttttons  Of  instructum  to  the  Committee  of.  .88, 90, 

129,193,151 

Bills  and  resolufions  teMrtttt  ftom  the  Cuaunittee  on ...  .34, 50, 09, 

•  108, 157, 189, 191 

Reporte  firom  Oie  Gbmmltlee  on,  on  misesDaneous  subjects. .  .93, 175 

Report  of  die  Comnuttee  on,  on  the  Stats  of  the  Finanom,  and 

debate. 144,147,157,164,179 

White,  Alberts.,  of  Indiana.... •» •.*•• 57,199,154,170 

Whittleaey, Thomaa T.,  of  Connecficul..  .35,  40, 56, 94, 99, 105, 114, 196, 
'  139,147,170,171,175,184,918,919,991 

Wflkas,  lieatttiant  Mr.  MaBory^  reaotatioH  ofinquiry  as  to  the  pay 
and  emolnments  of,  as  commander  of  the  49outh  Ssa  Ezplotur 

Bzpediton • ..•••. .• 185,195 

WOliama,  Chriatopher  H.,  of  Tanaessse.  .95, 57, 79, 90, 104, 194, 144.  m, 
^  199, 193, 197, 909, 904, 906. 9QS,»4 

WOIiams,  Jand  W.,ofirewfiampAlro .85, 106, 114, 192,  l4St^m 

Wil1laais,J.L.,ofTenneeBse ^ r'^*^i^^? 

WUiams,  Lewie,  of  North  Carolina.  •  .55, 87, 116, 193, 197, 198, 149,  ia» 
147, 159, 158, 180, 185, 190, 900, 906, 915,  m,  919,  »^> ».  «• 

^Ht<  9S5.  3w4  845.  9s9 

Wnikni,  Shetrod,  of  Kenlaeky.  .91, 93, 90, 57, 58, 6o',  69, 77, 89. 87,6Br 

94, 95, 99, 107, 191, 135, 143. 147, 153, 163, 166, 168. 180,  lO. 

1837901, 904, 905, 908, 913, 919, 933, 225, 990, 315,  949, 99 

Wiseonsiii.    Seat  of  Delegate  flrom,  cohtdsted,  and  proceedings  od  sud 

oonteet. 18,20,91,69,68 

R^rtof  the  Committeeof  Eleetions,«nd  further  pro eeed 

ingeon  eaid  conteet ,.•,..««..•.. •.-..96, 97 

BtR  to  eetablieh  a  system  of  interoal  in&provements  in .  •  175, 199 

Bill  to  amend  the  oiganic law  <it...^ ^ 175, 190 

Bill  to  authorize  the  constraction  of  certain  improveoiente 
in ^ r, 181,191 
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Wiaeoarin.    Bill  to  amend  the  eel  eatebliehiii|^  the  Tcrritoriel  Govem- 

ttentof..... • 139,168,190 

CoBtingeDt  expeoeee  end  mileage  of  the  LttieUliTe  Coun- 
cil of. 219 

Statement  of  the  condition  of  the  Bank  ofMineral  Point,  in  .303 

Bill  to  authorize  the  conetniction  of  certain  roads  in 188 

Wiee,  Henry  A.  of  Vir0:inia.  .2, 9, 21, 24,  25, 27,  28, 33,  34, 38, 39,  41, 47, 
51,  56.  59, 60, 61, 62,  70,  71 ,  72, 73, 75, 76,  77,  80, 87,  S3, 102, 103, 
104, 105,  109,  111,  115, 116, 121, 126, 127, 131,  132, 133,  134, 135, 
196, 209, 210, 213, 219, 225, 227, 828, 229, 230,  236, 242, 243, 245, 

250,251 
Uh  sttbetitute  for  the  bill  authorizing  the  Preeident  to  receive  the 
eerrioe  of  50,000  volonteen,  in  caee  of  the  invaeion  of  the  Teiw 

ritory  of  Maine .  • • • 242 

Woodbury,  Levi)  Secretary  of  the  Treaaury.    Mr.  Wise'i  reeolution 

proppaing  to  found  charges  for  the  impeachment  of. 87 

Word,  nomas  J.,  of  Mississippi..  .21, 57,  89, 93, 108, 125, 126, 144, 170, 

175, 183, 193, 201, 218 
Worthington,  John  T.  H.,  of  Maryland • 89, 105, 114 

YeM  and  Nays  on  the  motion  to  elect  the  Clerk  of  the  U.  of  R.  vha  voet  •  •  .2 

On  thi  motion  to  lay  on  the  table  the  reeolution  of  Mr. 
Adams  to  iuTest^tethe  conduct  of  Andrew  Stephen- 
eon  with  Daniel  O'Connell ••  •  •  .9 

On  the  motion  to  amend  the  rules  to  have  aU  ftitare  elec- 
tions by  the  House  viva  voce.  • J21, 128 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Marvin  to  strike  from  the  reeolu- 
tion proposing  to  appoint  a  select  committee  to  inves- 
tigate the  de&Ications  of  S.  Swartwout,  the  words 
vtva  voce • ••••••••.131 

On  the  resolution  of  Mr.  Atherton  making  dispoeion  of 
memorials,  petitions,  ftc.,  praying  for  the  abolition  of 
slavery ,  4kc • .  .23 ,  24 ,  25 ,  27, 28 

On  the  motion  to  suspend  the  rules  to  admit  Mr.  WiaeVi 
resolution  defining  the  power  of  Congress  over  aboli- 
tion  33 

On  the  motion  to  suspend  the  rules  to  admit  Mr.  Slade's 
reeolution  to  rescind  the  anti-abolition  reaolutions  of 
Mr.  Atherton 33 

On  Mr.  Wise's  appeal  from  the. decision  of  the  Chair,  on 
his  motion  not  to  receive  a  certain  abolition  petition.  •  •  .35 


Tew  and  Nays— 

On  varioas  motions  to  eetaUish  intemndoBal  imnraonne 

with  the  Republic  of  Hayti •••••••• 47,  61, 62 

On  Uie  motion  of  Mr.  Cusning  to  enter  his  protest  upon 

the  Journal  against  the  dinoaition  made  of  a  emia 

abolition  petitions  presentea  by  him 59 

On  the  resolution  declaring  Mr.  Doty  entitled  to  his  seat 

as  a  Delegate  from  Wisconsin • 97 

-  On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Wise  to  print  20,000  copios  of  the 

defalcation  documents. • 113, 114 

On  motione  to  go  into  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
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